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2025-2026 Blue Key Heads Storm Through

On Thursday evening, Andover met its 2025-2026 Blue Key Heads!
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the Library, Marking the Start of Their Tenure

Parting Words: Three
Seniors Deliver Goodbye Remarks

KRISTEN MA
& AZUL CABRERA

Last Friday’s All-School
Meeting (ASM) was devot-
ed to Senior remarks offered
by Migyu Kim ’25, Sebastian
Lemberger 25, and Giuliana
Cardinale ’25. The trio re-
counted their memories and
imparted lessons they learned
over the course of their time
at Andover. The assembly
would also be the last time
Nate Liang ’25 and Saraya
Angbazo ’25, Andover’s 2024-
2025 Student Body Co-Presi-
dents, would take to the stage
of Cochran Chapel to address
the student body.

Kim kicked off the remarks
by destigmatizing the con-
struct of quitting, giving three
of her own reflections of a
“quitter.” Kim used the exam-
ple of her experience switch-
ing between two sports,
squash and crew, to empha-
size her three reflections.

“There’s such a negative
perception toward quitting
that I’'m quite scared to admit
in front of you all that I’'m a
quitter myself. T did give up a
bit [on squash]. To the other
players, coaches, and parents
outside of school, T was quit-
ting the sport I had devoted
my life to. But to me, I began
taking advantage of the amaz-
ing opportunities at Andover,
using my time to focus more
on my schoolwork, join new
clubs, attend cool events and
conferences, and build new
relationships,” said Kim.

Reflecting on her speech
afterward, Kim noted the dif-
ficulty in capturing the depth
of her struggles, and how
transformative the challenges
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Migyu Kim ’25, Sebastian Lemberger ’25, and Giuliana Cardinale ’25 gave

their Senior remarks last Friday.

students undergo can be.

“I almost wish that T was
able to convey how challeng-
ing certain moments where
I’'d quit and had a really hard
time were. That feeling of
uncertainty and feeling of
hopelessness at times, but
also, the feeling of pride that
comes with overcoming dif-
ficult challenges too. Those
are feelings that everyone has
experienced that’s hard to put
into words,” said Kim.

Sebastian Lemberger ’25
addressed the audience next,
bidding a farewell to his An-
dover experience by rede-
fining citizenship as the re-
sponsibility to support the
pursuits of others rather than
solely one’s own.

“Reception is also some-
thing that you can give to oth-
ers, and the ability to receive
the work of others is some-
thing that even a washed-up
Senior such as myself can do.
A world of things was happen-

ing across campus, and I was
completely unaware of it. For
every email I sent, for every
assignment that I completed,
there was a performance or
a talk that had one less filled
seat and a hard worker whose
work would be received by
one less person. I believed
that by doing things for my-
self, T was actually serving
other people. Sometimes it
is a more noble act to take
the evening off and enjoy the
work of another person than
it is to revel in the necessity of
your own pursuits,” said Lem-
berger.

During his speech, Lem-
berger announced that ev-
ery hymnal in the chapel had
been bookmarked on Page
285. Sean Choi ’27 noted his
amazement of Lemberger’s

Continued on A5, Column 1

Ancient Treasures Being
Examined At the Peabody

NIKI TAVAKOLI
& ADELYNE LIU

After travelling the world
for thousands of years, a set of
ancient treasures uncovered
in the Office of the Physical
Plant (OPP) four years ago,
dubbed the “Classics Collec-
tion,” is being housed in the
Robert S. Peabody Museum
of Archaeology. The collec-
tion includes items including
Ancient Greek vases, jewel-
ry, glass, and coins from Ro-
man Judea as well as the Arab
world. Students and curators
alike are working to further
catalog the collection.

When Head of School Ray-
nard Kington and his fami-
ly were moving into Phelps
House, his husband Peter Da-
niolos was browsing through
a list of OPP’s available fur-
nishings when he spotted a

box labeled “Greek antiqui-
ties.” Elena Dugan, Instructor
in Philosophy and Religious
Studies, is responsible for ar-
chival work related to this
project. Dugan mentioned
that the box, which was
pulled from storage by OPP,
contained materials far more
historical than expected.

“When they pulled it off
the shelf at OPP, it turned out
to be this box that was full of
vases that were 2,700 years
old, and coins and glass and
jewelry. It ended up at the
Peabody Museum of Archae-
ology, which is the place that
was the most ready to handle
ancient materials,” said Du-
gan.

The investigation into the

Continued on A5, Column 3
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COURTESY OF RYAN WHEELER

At the Peabody, students were given the opportunity to view the ancient

artificats.

Where Did All the Borden Towels Go?
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The towel bins have remained empty in Borden locker rooms.

SOPHIA TOLOKH
& CHRISTINA ESTRADA

What started as a stockpile of
over 1000 fresh, fluffy towels has
now dwindled down to zero: van-

ished into backpacks, lockers, and
the abyss of dorm rooms. An hon-
or system of “take one, then bring
it back” was misused and now re-
mains an inconvenience to many
gym-goers trying to take a shower.

According to Corey Paolillo,
Borden Memorial Gym’s equip-

ment manager, the towels were
never formally removed — they
simply never came back. Students
would grab them, stash them in
their lockers, take them to away
games, or even bring them back
to dorms, leaving the equipment
room’s stock to dwindle from
1,000 to zero in just over a year.

“I started five years ago, and
it was more like you would hand
in a dirty one and there would
be someone standing at the door
[who] would give you a clean one,”
said Paolillo. “When this mass vol-
ume of students are looking for
stuff, [it’s] not really sustainable
to stand there and deal with clean
and dirty towels all day. So, we
just put them in the corner of the
front of the room. It was an honor
system, where you take one and
drop it off [later], but I guess they
would take the clean ones and not
drop them off. So, it’s just piled up
in an abyss of missing towels,” said
Paolillo.

Jonathan Oh ’27 commented
that the disappearance of the tow-

els was likely caused by students
stockpiling them for personal
use. He explained that individuals
would take multiple towels during
restocking periods and store them
in their lockers, gradually deplet-
ing the shared supply.

“Something a lot of people do is
since they know the towels in Bor-
den are popular and in demand,
and a lot of people use them af-
ter they shower, they tend to take
extra towels when they restock
in the equipment room and store
them in their lockers for when
they need them. It’s a good idea if
you’re the only one that knows it, a
secret method, but once everyone
starts doing it, it becomes a prob-
lem,” said Oh.

He added that this behavior
created a collective action prob-
lem when adopted widely. Oh
noted that while proper towel re-
turn would solve the issue, chang-
ing these habits in the boys’ locker
room remains unlikely in the fore-
seeable future.

“If everyone were to respon-

sibly use their towels and return
them, we wouldn’t have this prob-
lem. The equipment room staff,
Corey and Randy, are really good
at washing towels and putting
them back. If everyone just col-
lectively used their towels and re-
turned them as soon as they were
done, that’s the ideal situation. But
in the boys’ locker room, that’s
probably not going to happen in
the near future.”

Cora Rodgers ’27, an athlete
who uses the gym every day stat-
ed her disappointment at the sit-
uation. She added that students
should bring the towels back.

“Well, aweek ago I just thought
they were out so I tried to get one
because I was going to shower.
I don’t really know what’s going
on and why they’re not there...
[the problem] is kind of annoying.
Return your towels please,” said
Rodgers

Commentary, A2

Adolescence as a Paradox
Emma Hong 27 reflects upon the
cognitive dissonance that many ado-
lescents feel when they see failure as
both something that is natural and
daunting.

Eighth Page, A8
Phunding Cuts

Elmo is not Tickled by Budget
Cuts.

Sports, Bl

Crew is Near-Perfect Yet
Again

Despite a four-hour lightning
delay, Crew won all but one race,
repeating its scoreline from its
meet last week.

Arts, B6
Annual K-pop show

Read about the K-pop Show, an annu-
al student-led performance featuring
a vibrant array of performances rang-
ing from renditions of high-energy
hits to acoustic musical covers.
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Editorial

May 9, 2025

Ave Atque Vale

The first roars you hear on campus come from
the Seniors: slathered in blue paint, waving
“Welcome Home” signs and dancing until your
suitcase rattles. The first show of class pride
you see is also from Seniors: leaping up from
their seats to chant “Twenty-five!” to a crowd
of bewildered Juniors. As simple as it sounds,
Seniors are special because they’ve been here
the longest. They have already navigated
overflowing Canvas pages, experienced the
whirlwind of the Freshman Fall Club Fair, and
weathered the first shocks of homesickness.
They have stayed up through the night finishing
essays and learned to overcome burnout.
Friendships of any kind are valuable in and of
themselves, but the bonds we form with Seniors
are all the more meaningful for the wisdom
they carry — forged in the crucible of awkward
first meetings and academic pressures, of late
nights and caffeinated mornings. And these
relationships are all the more precious for our
dwindling time together.

Despite the prominent role Seniors take in
shaping campus culture, they aren’t the only
ones who can offer advice. With Andover’s
diverse student body, everyone brings a
different perspective and experience to the
table. Even Juniors — just beginning their time
at Andover, bright-eyed and energetic — remind
older students of the excitement they felt
when they walked through the wooden doors
of the Cochran Chapel. Opportunity awaits at
Andover, both outside and inside the classroom.
Surrounded by exceptional kids from all across
the world, we should utilize this time in our
lives to learn from one another. So strike up a
conversation with the person you sit next to in
class, especially if you’ve never talked to them
before. Get to know the people in your dorm, in
your clubs, across the table in Paresky Commons.

You never know where the conversation will lead
— an answer to a dilemma you’ve been wrestling
with or perhaps a new friendship — and time
is limited. There are only three weekends left;
six days of classes per subject. You may never
get the same chance to know people again, and
the moments with those around us will be gone
soon.

Seniors and rising Seniors, while it can be
easy to feel like just another face in a crowd of
300 students, don’t underestimate your impact
on campus. You have a voice that can help enact
positive change within your communities. You
don’t need to be a student leader; it’s enough to
greet others with a smile, to lend a friendly ear, or
to share a hard-won piece of advice. Leadership
at Andover isn’t measured in the years you've
been here, but is found in your willingness to
speak up.

And to the Seniors: hail and farewell. Thank
you for all the support you’ve given us — not
just through Senior Remarks, but in the quiet,
everyday moments. As you embark on the next
chapter of your journey, keep searching for ways
you can uplift those around you, and carry the
same positivity and empathy with you. It makes
a difference; we can tell you for sure.

This Editorial represents the opinions of The
Phillipian, vol. CXLVIII.

A Humble Reminder That It’s Okay to Ask for Help

ALEX LIN
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keptical. That’s what

many of my friends, in-

cluding myself, feltabout
the adult support systems An-
dover has to offer. Even with-
out giving it a chance, many
of us assumed that counseling
was ineffective. Others said
their advisors kept canceling
meetings, and that they didn’t
feel close to any adults on
campus. However, after I de-
cided to reach out for support,
my skepticism evaporated.
Whether it be from your pre-
fect or house counselors, or
a Rebecca M. Sykes Wellness
Center (Sykes) counselor, I
believe everyone, especially
those who are struggling,
should reach out and ask for
help.

As school started to pick
up recently, I'd felt like T was
being dragged along, weighed
down and dry of motivation.
Tasks that used to be simple
for me, for example, schedul-
ing my time, studying struc-
turally for tests, or even just
keeping track of homework,

seemed difficult. Yet, it felt as
if everyone else was keeping
up with everything without
a problem, despite grief and
stress. As much as students
and faculty around me were
saying that it was okay to al-
lot time for myself, most peo-
ple seemed to be doing fine.
Was there something wrong
with me? Then, one Satur-
day night, as I worked on the
puzzle in our dorm common
room, one of my house coun-
selors brought up Sykes coun-
seling. “I feel like everyone
should try the counseling at
Sykes at least once,” she said,
while I scanned the table for
edge pieces. Did T really need
it, or was I being overdramat-
ic? Would it even help? My
house counselor emphasized
that counseling should be
normalized and talked about.
Later that night, I made up my
mind. I sent an email to Sykes
expressing my interest in
booking a counseling session,
and decided to go sometime in
the next week.

Long story short, I didn’t.
Nor did I the week after that.
I'd always come up with an
excuse to avoid that short
walk to Sykes: I was busy, or
I had work to do, or I wanted
to hang out in the Oliver Wen-
dell Holmes Library (OWHL)
instead. Only after a couple
more unproductive nights,
did I finally make the walk to
Sykes. T wasn’t sure what to
expect, aside from a vague im-
age of awkward questions and
sterile silence. That couldn’t
have been further from the
truth. With a cup of hot tea
in my hands, I settled onto a
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couch, and gradually eased
into conversation about all
the struggles that I'd been
having, emotionally and aca-
demically. Firstly, it was much
easier to talk about feelings I
was vulnerable about with a
counselor. Although I knew
these emotions wouldn’t just
“go away,” it was nice know-
ing that there were valid
reasons behind what T was
feeling, and there wasn’t any-
thing wrong with it either.
I was reassured: 1 definitely
wasn’t alone in this struggle.
Lastly, we worked together
to make a couple tangible
plans to combat the issues
that I'd been facing. At the
end of my session, out of cu-
riosity, I asked my counselor
what students usually came to
counseling for. She’d laughed,
and said the answer was just
about anything, from feeling
stressed about classes to talk-
ing about a falling out with a
friend.

T used to think that you had
to be “depressed enough” to

justify seeking mental health
help, and anything less felt
like overreaction. However,
counseling isn’t a last resort.
It’s a resource, and one that
more people should feel com-
fortable trying. Talking to
someone doesn’t mean some-
thing’s “wrong” with you, it
just means that you’re hu-

Talking to someone
doesn’t mean
something’s “wrong”
with you, it just means
that you’re human, and
you're taking care of
yourself.

man, and you’re taking care of
yourself.

Discussing counseling
should be normalised. 'm not

alone in my struggle to keep
up with Andover’s fast-paced
schoolwork, especially amidst
heavy emotions and grief. If T
decided to ask for help after
listening to those around me
talking about it, why won’t
others? It could be the differ-
ence between a student strug-
gling and thriving at Andover.

So please. To anyone who’s
struggling, this is a humble re-
minder that it’s okay to ask for
help.

Reach out. Speak up. You're
allowed to take care of your-
self.

There will always be peo-
ple ready to help you do just
that.

Alex Lin is a Junior from Sin-
gapore, Singapore. Contact the
author at alin28@andover.edu.
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PHILIP JEONG

here’s a building at An-
dover where students go
when their bodies give

out: Rebecca M. Sykes Wellness
Center (Sykes). Yet you don’t
go there to get better — you go
there to disappear. Not perma-
nently. Just long enough to slip
out of sight, rest under fluores-
cent lights, and return to class
without disturbing the flow of
the academic week. For a place
called the Sykes, it does remark-
ably little to make students well.
It can hold you, but it cannot
heal you.

This was the case last week-
end, when I, with aching limbs,
a sore throat, dizziness, and fa-
tigue, went to Sykes in search of
genuine help. Yet, instead of the
medical attention I expected, all
I received was closer to tempo-
rary confinement. They checked
my vitals, asked a few questions,
noted that I didn’t have the flu,
and offered me saltines and a
bed. There was no treatment
plan, no doctors in sight, and no
conversation about what came
next. I stayed the night. The next
day, upon my discharge from the
facility, nothing had changed.
Still sick and exhausted, I went
back. They welcomed me again
— politely, professionally — but
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Held, Not Healed

with the same limitations. In
that place, my sickness was not
solved but only isolated from the
busy traffic of the world outside.

Eventually, I was excused
from classes — granted an offi-
cial reprieve from the obligations
of the day. It spared me the harsh
red “Unexcused Absence” of ab-
sence on BlueLink, but nothing
more. Class assignments kept
piling up, my classmates kept
living their lives, and tests still
loomed in the future. And when
I returned to my room, it wasn’t
to rest — it was to catch up. I was
excused from class, yes, but not
from the consequences of my
absence. At Andover, there is a
hard distinction between being
told to rest and being given the
conditions to actually recover.
One is performative. The other
requires structural change.

The problem isn’t within the
people. The nurses at Sykes are
kind, attentive, and patient. But
they operate within a system

If wellness were truly
treated as a priority,
Sykes would be equipped
not only to excuse
students from class but
also to initiate a short-
term academic hold.

that has no real infrastructure
for recovery. Sykes cannot delay
your exams, nor can it resched-
ule your deadlines or even nego-
tiate with your teachers to mini-
mize the impact on your GPA.
It cannot even guarantee you
another day to rest if your vitals
don’t quite hit the institutional
threshold of “too sick to func-
tion.” What it can do is offer you
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a warm blanket and a temporary
bed — and then return you to the
same cycle you were too sick to
function in in the first place.
What makes this dynamic
so difficult to confront is that
it doesn’t look like neglect. Tt
presents as care — gentle voices,
warm meals, rest. But without
the power to interrupt academ-
ic demands, that care remains
symbolic. If wellness were truly
treated as a priority, Sykes would
be equipped not only to excuse
students from class but also to
initiate a short-term academic
hold. This would allow for a 48 to
72 hour pause on major assign-
ments and assessments, similar
to the accommodations athletes
receive after a concussion. This
is not about leniency. It would

involve documentation, a cen-
tralized approval process, and
a limited number of uses each
term. These measures would
prevent students from exploit-
ing the system while protecting
those who are genuinely unwell.
Right now, students may be of-
fered comfort, but the academic
machinery continues without
pause. And the message remains
unchanged: take your day off,
then catch up quietly.

So students keep going. We
take tests with headaches. We
write through fatigue. We show
up not because we feel ready, but
because we know that resting
too long puts our grades at risk.
It’s true that students can return
to Sykes if symptoms continue.
But in practice, extended time at
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Sykes does not come with aca-
demic protection. In my case, I
was still expected to complete
the same assignments, on the
same deadlines, with no ad-
ditional guidance or delay. My
performance suffered. T was left
with a compromised version of
both my work and my under-
standing. Over time, this be-
comes the norm. Students begin
to accept that being sick means
falling behind, and that recovery
is something to figure out qui-
etly, alone.

We need care in practice.
That starts with giving Sykes
institutional power. Imagine a
system where, upon admission,
a nurse can initiate an academic
wellness hold — a 48 to 72-hour
pause on assignments, exams,
and participation, automatically
communicated to teachers. No
scrambling for extensions, no
shame in asking, and certainly
not begging for extensions on
major exams that seem too far
to hold onto. Just a structured
stop, built into the system, the
same way we accommodate
concussions or physical inju-
ries in sports. Academic depart-
ments should be required to
honor these holds, coordinated
through a central liaison, so no
student has to negotiate while
sick. If we claim to care about
wellness, this must be the base-
line. Until then, Andover will
continue to hold its sick students
only in the appearance of com-
passion. But holding is not heal-
ing. We deserve both support
and comfort in the spaces where
we go to fall apart.

Philip Jeong is a Lower from
Suwanee, GA. Contact the au-
thor at pjeong27@andover.edu.

JEANNIE KANG
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was born in Seoul, South
I Korea. I am residing in the

United States on a F-1 visa,
which allows me to enter the
country to pursue academic
studies. Being an international
student meant much less to me
under the previous administra-
tion. Despite some struggles in
cultural assimilation, I mostly
felt welcome in America, an al-
leged “melting pot of cultures.”
America is often referred to
as the land of opportunities,
wherein, regardless of your im-
migration status, you are wel-
come to pursue your dreams and
contribute to the country. That
was the America I anticipated
when entering Andover last
fall. Under the current admin-
istration, however, being inter-
national feels like a major dis-
advantage. As an international
student, an anti-Trump post on
Instagram, one wrong move at
an anti-Israeli protest, or even
writing this commentary article
can function as an excuse for
the government to deport me
from this country. The simple
need we have forgotten to em-
brace is that everyone residing
in the United States, regardless
of their immigration status or
political stances, must have the
right to speak up for our beliefs
and feel safe to call this country

The Era of Illegal Deportations

our second home.

Since Donald J. Trump’s
inauguration in January, de-
portation has crowded news
headlines across major media
sites. Around 48,000 people
are under U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement (ICE)
detention as of April 9, and
about 190,000 individuals are
currently being monitored by
the government agency. The
Trump administration’s main
argument for the deportations
is that the deported individuals
have entered the United

States illegally and thus s

do not deserve to be
in this country. Karo-
line Leavitt, the White
House press secretary,
has repeatedly argued

that entering the Unit- \
ed States is a “privilege” ! |

and that illegal immi-
grants are a threat
to the security
of  American
citizens. In
contrast to
their  ar-
guments,
accord-
ing to the
New York
Times,
immi-
gration
officials
have at-
tempted to
arrest  Yun-
seo Chung, a
legal permanent
resident and a stu-
dent at Columbia
University, for partici-
pating in pro-Palestinian
protests. Similarly, accord-
ing to “CNN,” Tufts Universi-

ty doctoral candidate Riimey-
sa Oztiirk was handcuffed by
ICE officers for speaking up for
Palestine. Many American citi-
zens have also received emails
from ICE threatening them to
leave the country (due to lo-
gistical errors), which testifies

to how clumsily and ineptly
the deportation processes are
functioning under the Trump
administration.

Freedom is dead. Freedom
remains dead. And the politics
today have killed her. At the
core of democracy lies our free-
dom of speech. Healthy politics
revolves around the people’s ca-
pacity to constructively criticize
federal policies, and it should
not be upon any government
to manipulate the voices of its
people. Freedom of speech and
media reinforced the checks
and balances system that pre-
vented political corruption and
instability. The history of ide-

ological oppression from the
McCarthyism era (in which

political repression of left-wing
individuals thrived) and the Im-
migration Act of 1918 (wherein
“undesirable” aliens were de-
ported) has polluted Ameri-
ca. Political incentives of the
Trump administration have re-
sulted in the minorities and the
underrepresented shying away
from voicing their thoughts
that are crucial to building the
diverse national identity of the
United States. Ironically, de-
porting legal immigrants testi-
fies to the incompetence of the
current administration, as the
deportations alert people that
the government is incapable of
accepting criticism and improv-
ing its policies without such
harsh, unjustified measures.
Deportation based on indi-
viduals’ political stances is
the worst form of ideolog-
ical oppression. Unlike
other similar forms
of  oppression,
such as censor-
ing the media
and spread-
ing  false
news, de-
portations
completely
shatter
immi -
grants’
lives and
those
of  their
families.
International
students and
immigrants have
arrived in  this
country with their
individual aspirations
and goals. Deporting
us to silence our unique
voices not only destroys
our lives but also ruins the
diversity on which America
was built. Especially for im-
migrants from developing
countries who have come to
the States to financially sup-
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the oppression in their own

countries, deportation may re-
sult in life-threatening dangers
or severe financial struggles.
The current administration
has been built on the murder of
the efforts of immigrants - our
wishes, our desires, our futures.

According to the State Of
The Academy 2024, around 16.5
percent of Andover students
come from countries around
the globe. Many of us joke about
being deported, yet under the
sheath of humor lies genuine
fear. The very real threat of de-
portation strikes us every time
we consider uploading political
content on social media, read a
news article about yet another
deported legal immigrant, and
receive emails from school, con-
cerning how Trump’s policies
may affect us. We are not de-
manding too much; as students
who have left our home coun-
tries with many aspirations, we
simply hope to feel safe in this
country we love and care about.
Even if you are not an interna-
tional student, consider speak-
ing up for the people you love.
The deportation of legal immi-
grants influences not merely the
deported, but also shackles the
fundamental value of freedom
itself for everyone in America.
In times packed with fear and
anxiety, Andover must unite as
a student body to voice for the
underrepresented. As Barack
Obama, the 44th President of
the United States, said in the
2004 DNC convention, “It is
that fundamental belief: T am
my brothers’ keeper. I am my
sisters’ keeper, that makes this
country work.”

Jeannie Kang is a Junior from
Seoul, South Korea. Contact the
author at nkang28@andover.
edu.



ear Editor,
The satire about
Pope Francis in the

April 25 issue — published
only four days after his death
— felt like an added stone on
my grief. Its presence in the
website’s “Top Stories” sec-
tion felt personal and politi-
cal, especially after The Phil-
lipian had already received a
letter from the Catholic Stu-
dent Fellowship Board outlin-

THE PHILLIPIAN

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Letters on The Pope

ing this joke’s negative impact
on many in our community,
including me. I have been in-
formed that the Eighth Page
satire only targets public fig-
ures, and that caricaturing
J.D. Vance and Pope Francis
was deemed permissible as
it didn’t draw any distorted
caricature of Catholics or Re-
publicans.

However, I ask the editors
to reconsider. The cartoon re-

duces a complex relationship
— and the nuanced politics
of both Pope Francis and the
Church — to a laughable joke.
As someone from Spain, a na-
tion that called itself Catholic
for centuries while justifying
genocide, torture, and war,
I am painfully aware of how
religion can be weaponized.
My Catholicism is a choice,
freely embraced; I want every
believer, of any faith, to enjoy

that same freedom, as long as
no one’s rights or freedoms
are denied in the process.
Satirizing religious figures
remains a delicate matter. In-
terfaith dialogue often begins
by listening to wounds left by
past clashes, not by reopening
them. T hope our community
can use this moment to grow
through respectful conversa-
tion, not division. I therefore
urge the Eighth Page to re-

move the current joke from
the website and, going for-
ward, to exclude religious
leaders, regardless of their
faith, from its satirical roster-
especially when related to po-
litical matters.

Respectfully,
Alberto Agudo Dieguez ’25

ear Editor,
Two weeks ago on
Easter Monday, Pope
Francis, who had served as pope
since 2013, passed away. The
deeply admired spiritual leader
left an irrevocable imprint on
both the Church and globe. His
life and legacy touched thou-
sands and the shockwaves of his
love resonated beyond the con-
fines of the Vatican.

On April 25, the Eighth
Page wrote a satire titled “The
Phillipian Satire: JD Vance’s
“Pretty Crazy” Last Conver-
sation With The Pope” cov-
ering a fictional conversation
between Pope Francis and
J.D. Vance on Easter Sunday,
the day before his passing.

The piece left me gutted
and indignant. I was stunned
at two things: The article por-
trayed Pope Francis’s life and
legacy in an incredibly de-
meaning fashion. His mission
was condensed into “help-
ing out the poor and the less
fortunate.. Immigrants and
gay people as well.” Although
the article’s intention laid in
antagonizing J.D. Vance, the
byproduct was a mockery of
Pope Francis.

Pope Francis had a deep
commitment to upholding
the life and dignity of all, re-
gardless of their background.
Pictured frequently blessing
children with cancer, inviting
the homeless to his birthday

brunches, and washing pris-
oner’s feet, Pope Francis led
with an unparalleled kind-
ness and humility. Millions
are currently mourning him.
His pureness of heart, jubi-
lant smile and progressive
policies brought hope to be-
lievers and non-believers
alike. He didn’t deserve this
type of send off, a remark
that undermined the impor-
tance of his service.
Moreover, the publica-
tion’s timing was in incredi-
bly poor taste, being released
even before Pope Francis
was buried; his funeral was
scheduled for the following
day. He had not yet been laid
to rest before this skit ap-

peared on the Eighth Page.

The death of a Pope has
never been the subject of The
Phillipian comedy the week
of his death, even though it is
not a part of its policy. More-
over, the article contradicts
The Phillipian’s charter. Ac-
cording to their charter, The
Phillipian adheres to having
“staff members... learn and
observe the legal and ethical
responsibilities expected of
them as practicing journal-
ists.”

While we understand the
role that satire plays in jour-
nalism and that this was a
“non-serious” offhand joke, I
would like to invite the mem-
bers of The Phillipian staff,

and members of the Andover
community to engage in se-
rious reflection on how this
simple joke might have im-
pacted the people who were
affected by this loss.

This piece’s content was
insensitive and inconsider-
ate of the rawness associated
with a loss. Let’s allow the
departed to rest unperturbed.
And in his honour, let’s com-
memorate Pope Francis with
the love and compassion he
boundlessly gave the world.

Signed,

Gabriele De Carlo ’26 and
Mayen Etuk ’26

Catholic Student Fellow-
ship Co-Presidents

ear Editor,
I am writing this
correspondence ad-

dressed to the Editor of The
Phillipian in response to
the Eighth Page Article J.D.
Vance’s “pretty crazy” last
conversation with The Pope,
dated April 25, of The Phil-
lipian vol. CXLVIII, No. 10.
Please consider this my com-
plaint about the article’s con-
tents.

His Holiness Pope Fran-
cis spent his entire life chal-
lenging us to embrace the
dignity of every human be-
ing. He impassionately advo-
cated for economic justice,
environmental stewardship,
societal equity, and interfaith

dialogue. His words, actions,
and life resonated far beyond
the walls of Vatican City and
extended even outside the
Catholic Church.

As a Episcopalian, T found
the work of His Holiness and
was moved by his compas-
sion, humanity, and empathy.
Although T am not a member
of the Catholic faith, I stand
in unity with the billions who
turned to him as a moral and
ethical compass. I grieve his
passing and remember his
sacrosanct role in our turbu-
lent world.

Satire certainly has a valid
place in the free press, but the
timing of this article is simply
jarring. When even members

of our campus community
mourn his death, The Phillipi-
an has failed to reach out with
empathy and has denied our
rights to a respectful mourn-
ing period, something that
is customary to many major
publications. To simply skip
straight to parody is nothing
more than dismissive and dis-
respectful of one’s life.
Andover is a community
where diverse religions and
spiritual faiths thrive, and all
faiths deserve to be respected.
This principle surely extends
to their respective spiritual
leaders. It is not in the spirit
of “non sibi” or “Youth From
Every Quarter” to mock his
life, work, or even his final

moments.

This article also sets a
dangerous precedent on our
campus, sending a harmful
message that implies that the
fundamental religious identi-
ties of students and faculty
can be ignored and mocked
for comedic and shock value.

Sometimes, it is true that
humor can heal, but not when
the target is those who have
just departed. That sort of hu-
mor can only exacerbate the
sadness and wrath of emo-
tions that mourners feel and
feel nothing more than offen-
sive and bigoted.

I urge the Editors of The
Phillipian to apologize to the
members of our community

who have felt disgraced and
offended by the article. In a
time of disunity and division
in this world, country, and
campus, the role of the media
should not be to divide us fur-
ther.

I remain hopeful that The
Phillipian’s response to this
issue would demonstrate the
same integrity and compas-
sion His Holiness embodied
in every moment of his life.

I thank you for your atten-
tion.

Signed,
Jaewon Choi 28
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Senior Remarks Provide
a Platform for Reflection
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feat and his appreciation for
the message he conveyed.

“His speech was very en-
gaging. I'd like to pinpoint
one of his pranks with the
hymnals, which I thought was
very funny and interesting
and creative. I wonder where
he got the idea from and ev-
erybody was very shocked. I
remember hearing the sound
of everyone opening up their
books at the same time,” said
Choi.

The last speech of the day
was given by Giuliana Cardi-
nale 25, who drew a paral-
lel between her life and the
movie, “My Old A**” urging
students to remain present in
their lives before the future
creeps up upon them. Cardi-
nale also commented on her
gratitude for the opportuni-
ties and feelings Andover af-
forded her, and how those op-
portunities and feelings often
went unnoticed.

“For four years, I’ve heard
people say how excited they
are to leave. Look at the
world while you’re still liv-
ing in it. Love it before it be-

comes something you only
talk about, and the teenager
you're telling your story to
groans. When you're con-
stantly chasing that future
version of yourself, it makes it
hard to notice, to sit still, look
around and realize that these
moments of awkwardness and
unfiltered joy and boredom
and mess with these people.
What would your old a** say
to you?” said Cardinale.
Cardinale continued, “I
don’t think I always recog-
nized what a privilege it is
and has been to be here, to
feel so deeply about a place.
Even when those deep feel-
ings sometimes manifested as
frustration, even those of us
who pushed back the hard-
est, who rolled our eyes and
stopped and made fun of An-
dover’s oddities, what a priv-
ilege it is to have something
to push back on. Something
big enough, flawed enough,
absurdly wonderfully enough,
crazy enough, alive enough
to resist, to argue with, to be
angry at, to hate so much you
love it, to love so much you
hate it, to always return to.”

Wellness Fair
Sheds Light on Mental
Health Awareness Month

KAI OBATA

Students gathered outside
Commons on Friday during
Protected Time for a Wellness
Fair that brought attention
to Mental Health Awareness
Month through a collection of
fun activities including trivia,
rock decorating, and TItalian
ice. The event was sponsored
by Sykes Wellness Center and
organized by clubs such as
Active Minds, Men’s Mental
Health Club, and Students in
Medicine (SIM).

The fair was designed to
reduce stigma surrounding
mental health while offering
students the opportunity to
unwind and take a break from
academic pressures. Drew
Wasylyshyn ’26, Co-Founder
and President of Men’s Mental
Health Club and Co-Founder
of Active Minds, took part in
coordinating with Sykes and
arranging the fair. He shared
his thoughts on the impor-
tance of mental health-related
initiatives during the term.

“We live in a very academ-
ically rigorous community, so
activities like these are very
critical in maintaining stu-
dents’ well-being, and just giv-
ing students a way to relax and
take a break from work. With-
out these organized events,
students may give their whole
time to work and not take any

time for themselves,” said
Wasylyshyn.
Wasylyshyn continued,

“If your mental health goes,
then everything goes. 1 feel
that people underestimate
how important mental health
is in their lives, and bring-
ing awareness to it through a
light-hearted combination of
activities like these promotes a
positive environment. It’s very
critical to take time for your-
self and just enjoy life, relax,
and take a break from all your
responsibilities.”

As a board member of SIM,
Catalina Smith ’27 helped
manage the Italian ice stand
at the fair. She expressed that
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Rebecca M. Sykes Wellness Center and student clubs organized a Wellness
Fair during protected tme last Friday.

athough mental health is often
discussed, reminders through
events that allow the commu-
nity to come together are vital.

“[Mental health is] talk-
ed about in general, but it’s a
good reminder. Opportunities
like these, especially on Friday
when it’s the end of the week,
are really important to bring
people together. I hope that
students get the message that
it’s okay to talk about mental
health and it’s important that
that is prioritized, especial-
ly at a school like Andover
when we have a really rigorous
schedule,” said Smith.

For students who attended,
the fair offered a time for them
to release stress alongside
friends while enjoying a sweet
treat. Everett Woo ’25 reflect-
ed on the challenges of balanc-
ing academics with well-being
at Andover. He also noted the
self-growth that comes from
learning to prioritize mental
health.

“It’s easy to get caught up
in what feels like an academic
race and sacrifice things like
sleep, food, and self-care time.
But we need to learn that it’s
okay to slow down and take
care of ourselves. This way, we
will actually be better at the
work we do, and slow down
and develop empathy and an
ear to listen to others,” said
Woo.

Daniel Zhang ’28, a board
member of Active Minds,
was among the students who
helped bring the fair to life.
While he only recently joined
the board, Zhang highlighted
the value of student-led activ-
ities in conducing a more sup-
portive environment.

“[The Mental Health
Awareness Fair] was a way to
show that other students are
looking out for you. Though
Andover has a lot of wellness
resources provided by Sykes
and the teachers, it’s always
nice to know that fellow stu-
dents are looking out for you
and trying to make Andover a
more mentally healthy place,”
said Zhang.
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Students and Faculty Have
Worked to Catalogue the Artificats

Continued from Al, Column 5

Classics Collection has in-
volved many people thus far.
Dugan has spearheaded the
project, and students from
various Religion and Philoso-
phy classes have helped with
cataloguing the finds after a
specialist from Harvard Uni-
versity paid a visit to help with
initial classification. Marla
Taylor, Curator of Collections
at the Peabody, has been coor-
dinating the logistics behind
the cataloguing and storage of
the collection, and expound-
ed on the response of students
and faculty to the news about
the collection.

“The most interesting
[thing is] how much faculty
interest and student enthusi-
asm [there is]. Students do get
excited about the collections
at the Peabody. It’s a small
number of students who get
really interested in the Native
American collections. There
are more students interested
in the Classical Collection,
and it’s been interesting to see
the dynamics of that when our
attention is the opposite. It’s
been really fascinating, and
I’'m curious to see where it
goes and see how these pieces
can be utilized to supplement
your education,” said Taylor.

Among the items were
coins that dated back to the
Roman occupation of Judea.
Other pieces included ancient
Egyptian mummy masks and
domestic objects from the
Classical world. Selene Xu ’27,
one of the students studying
the artifacts, noted her excite-
ment about this as a hands-on
learning opportunity and the

possibility for student-led re-
search.

“I thought that [the coins]
were really cool, and I didn’t
know that there were so
many of them. Just looking
at the digital pictures that Dr.
[Ryan] Wheeler [Director of
Robert S. Peabody Institute of
Archaeology] sent me, T didn’t
see what the significance
of each coin was, and I just
thought they did a lot of work
and it’s really impressive.
There’s definitely going to be
student presentations once
they get to do more work on
them, but there are so many
coins left, and we’re just start-
ing. There’s a lot more work
to do,” said Xu.

The wide-ranging collec-
tion originally arrived at An-
dover thanks to Selah Merrill,
a former American consul
to Palestine around the late
1800s who brought artifacts
back with him when he re-
turned to the United States,
putting them in his house as a
‘Museum of the Bible’ for stu-
dents to tour when he subse-
quently taught at the Andover
Theological Seminary. Thus,
Andover’s possession of the
wide-ranging collection has
raised ethical and moral ques-
tions among the students and
faculty involved.

Austin  Washington, In-
structor in Philosophy and
Religious Studies and a mem-
ber of the project, noted the
complexities of holding such
items within a high school
context, particularly when
their origins trace back to a
different region.

“The moral questions I'm
asking are related to the pres-
ence of the coins on our cam-
pus. They’re in our country
and we know them to be part

of the Israel-Palestine region.
How did the coins get here?
Do we have a responsibility
to send the coins back? Do
we have a responsibility to
put the coins in an institution
that’s more easily accessible?
Do they belong somewhere
other than a high school? Why
should we keep these coins?
Thinking about the person
who brought the coins as an
individual, [and] the means
by which he used to get these
coins, did he have a conver-
sation with anybody about
moving those coins from the
Israel-Palestine region?” said
Washington.

In the future, Washington
and Dugan will be attending
a national conference in No-
vember to further discuss the
collection and the ethics sur-
rounding it, with experts in
related fields. Many faculty
members involved with the
project, including Washing-
ton, also hope to integrate the
collection into their class cur-
riculum, given the historical
significance of the items.

“We hope to design cur-
riculum around the coins to
make the coins useful to us
in classrooms, create oppor-
tunities around the coins for
people to understand what
they’re looking at, and engage
with that part of the world
and that moment in history,”
said Washington.

Students Collaborate With Peabody
on Archaeological Research Projects

TAN S. KIM
& SAKETH LINGISETTY

Since its renovation last
year, the Robert S. Peabody
Institute of Archaeology (Pea-
body) has been working on
expanding opportunities for
students to engage with ar-
chaeology in and out of the
classroom. Recently, students
have worked with the Pea-
body’s collections to create
archaeological research proj-
ects on a range of topics, in-
cluding ethnomusicology and
Indigenous culture.

Lainie Schultz, Curator
of Education at the Peabody,
explained her role in facili-
tating the Peabody’s engage-
ment with the rest of campus.
Schultz noted the various
formal and informal opportu-
nities for students to engage
with the Peabody’s collec-
tions.

“There are opportunities
for students to engage on their
own outside of the classroom
experience with the Peabody,
and that can be self-initiated
or that could be in partnership
if there’s an opportunity. Stu-
dents can come with a specific
idea [or interest] in mind, and
then T can help them devel-
op that, or my colleagues can
help develop that. We already
have a really robust work-du-
ty program that I work with
my colleague, [John Berg-
man-McCool, Collections Co-
ordinator]. [Also,] finding op-
portunities to engage with the
collections [and] the commu-
nities that are related to the
collections,” said Schultz.

Alberto Agudo Diéguez ’25
pursued an independent re-
search project on a set of Pe-
cos bone flutes after reaching
out to Schultz about musical
instruments in the Peabody.
Explaining how the flutes
were the main inspiration for
his research project, Diéguez
elaborated on his key take-
away from the research pro-
cess.

“What inspired me to do
this project was that at the
start of the year I was taken
to a lecture [at the Peabody].
Out of curiosity, I just went
there and asked about musi-
cal instruments, and the only
thing that they had visible for

me was a set of flutes. And I
was like, ‘Okay, why can’t I
not study it? When will I ever
have this opportunity again of
studying something archaeo-
logical inside my education-
al institution?’.. This is my
chance, so I’ll just grab it and
do an independent research
project, which I had wanted
to do for a long time,” said
Diéguez.

Diéguez continued, “I had
always studied from text-
books. This project threw me
into a scholarly conversation
where you basically say, ‘I
have these conclusions, what
conclusions do you have?
and then we try and develop
something that’s as close to
the truth as possible.”

Another student, Patrick
Zheng’28, shared how his love
for history led him to become
involved with archaeological
research. After learning about
a set of ancient inscribed
coins in the Peabody’s collec-
tions, he volunteered his time
to research that collection ev-
ery week. Zheng noted how
his work with the Peabody
offered him a unique oppor-
tunity to directly engage with
history through artifacts.

“I actually went to Rome,
so that really inspired me
because it really made me
become aware of how close
history can be. And because
it really brought me face to
face with what I loved, what
I love to study. After coming
back from break, I just kept
that mindset, and T kept on
being inspired by it. It was
really convenient at that time
because the Peabody [had]
just announced that they had
made this remarkable discov-
ery of their new collections,”
said Zheng.

This spring, members of
the Andover Anthropological
Society (AAS), a club that al-
lows students to engage with
the Peabody’s collections,
studied household artifacts
from Utqiagvik, an Indige-
nous settlement in Alaska,
and presented their findings
to the Massachusetts Ar-
chaeological Society. Isabel
Djerejian 26, co-founder of
the AAS, explained that the
society plans to continue this
research sequence, and con-
tinue to find ways to engage
students who are interested in

the Peabody’s collections.

“There wasn’t a quick link
or easy connection between
student life and the Peabody,
and so I wanted to bridge the
two and make a really easy
path between anyone who
might be interested or want
to learn more about what’s
housed in the Peabody... [Our
project] was a good starting
place for our first year. What
we’re trying to do now is every
year research something from
the Peabody and then present
our findings to the Massachu-
setts Archaeological Society
meeting,” said Djerejian.

Zheng detailed how the
Peabody welcomed his inter-
est in its collections. He en-
couraged students to reach
out, regardless of prior expe-
rience.

“Don’t be afraid to reach
out. I had nothing to do with
archaeology. I didn’t know
how anything worked. But be-
cause I wanted to learn about
it, [because] I wanted to expe-
rience this history, I reached
out, and everybody was pa-
tient enough to teach me,”
said Zheng.

Schultz  reiterated the
presence of the Peabody as a
resource on campus to learn
more about history through
its collections. She encour-
aged students to reach out to
them with any specific inter-
ests they might have.

“One of the truly amaz-
ing things about the Peabody,
having a resource like this on
campus, is that there are so
many knowledges, especial-
ly 1Indigenous knowledges
that can really complement
our learning and our knowl-
edge of the world... Students
should at least know that
we’re here, that we have these
stories present, that they have
this opportunity to engage
with us, and [that] if they are
looking for any ways to en-
gage with Indigenous knowl-
edge and Indigenous presenc-
es, they can talk to us, and we
can help them with that,” said
Schultz.
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10 Questions with
Elena Dugan

REPORTING BY NIKI TAVAKOLI

Elena Dugan is an Instructor in Philosophy and Religious Studies and a lifelong explorer of
varioous religious texts. In her free time, Dugan works on cataloguing the Classics Collection,

What was it like teach-

ing classical mythology

in a medium/maximum
security prison?

One of the things that
[the experience] really
impressed upon me is
how difficult the lives
of my students and how
rich their social worlds
were, because so much
of what we did was just
talk. Being incarcerat-
ed takes so many things
away from you, but one of
the things that it doesn’t
really take away from you
is your ability to talk and
be with other people who
are inside. That class is
the inspiration for the
class here we have on
the books called “Crime,
Punishment, and Justice,”
[PHR513} which is one of
our electives in the de-
partment. There’s a direct
line from that class to the
class that we taught in
East Jersey State Prison.
The same texts that we
covered are the texts that
we cover here. We read
texts like the
“Oresteia,” and then we
read a play which was
written by my students
about what it’s like to be
incarcerated, and inflect-
ed by classical myths.

How was your experi-
ence working in a salm-
on cannery between
years in college?

It was so smelly. There’s a
couple different sections
of a salmon cannery. The
highest classiest one is
to work in the egg room
which is to do fish roe
and that’s where [Austin]
Washington, [Flagstaff
Cluster Dean and in-
structor in Religion and
Philisophy], got to work
because he is classy. I am
not. We did king salmon
which are the biggest fish
and so those have to be
gutted too. I would do the
head and gut line some-
times where you would
gut the fish. Then they
would be frozen whole
and sent off to restaurants
instead of grinding it up
into cans. When they
found out that I would do
one year of college they
made me do the comput-
er. It’s really cool because
there’s people with very
interesting lives who
decide that they would
like to go to the middle
of nowhere in Alaska to
can fish for eight weeks. I
met really fun people and
truly lost my sense of self
three weeks in..

What inspired you to
pursue Religious Stud-
ies as a career?

When I went to college,
I was pre-med, and I was
like, “I’'m going to be a
doctor!” Then I took a
couple classes on reli-
gious studies. I took one
intro to the Bible, and I
said, “Well this is pretty
great.” Then I was sup-
posed to do my biology
requirements, and I kept
just not doing them, so
I got my degree in re-
ligious studies. I kept
finding projects that
really interested me in
the world of religion and
religious studies. When
I went for my first mas-
ters, I thought that the
Bible was very interest-
ing. When I went for my
second masters, I thought
that the Ancient Mediter-
ranean and the world of
Islam was very interest-
ing. I was doing a lot of
Arabic at the time. I just
kept coming up with new,
different stuff.

watches baseball, spends time with her kids, and takes voice lessons.

Are there any specific
texts that have interest-
ed you over the years?

I loved the stuff that
didn’t make the cut in
the Bible. I worked a lot
on the Dead Sea Scrolls.
[They] are a bunch of
texts that were discov-
ered in the Judean desert,
which is somewhere in
the Jordan, West Bank,
Israel area today. I've
always thought the people
who have really extreme
ideas are just the most fun
to talk to and the most fun
to listen to. A lot of the
people who put togeth-
er the Dead Sea Scrolls
decided that they’d go
live in the desert, they
wouldn’t talk to anybody
else, and they’d just hang
out by themselves. I was
like, “What a weird way
to live your life. Tell me
more about why you’re
doing that.”

How and why did you
learn ten different
languages in graduate
school?

A lot of it was chasing
down this book that
didn’t make the cut in
the Bible called the Book
of Enoch. That book is a
different version of the
Book of Genesis. That sto-
ry in particular was very
valuable to Jews living in
Judea and maybe Egypt
around the third century
BCE. The place that we
find it is in Ethiopia in
the fourteenth century
CE. I was like, “How did
that happen?” I learned
a bunch of languages. I
learned Arabic, Classical

Ethiopic, I learned Greek,
I learned Syriac, all to try
to say, “How are you peo-
ple talking to each other,
and how did these stories
get from place A to place
B?” I would hang out until
I found something that
needed a new language,
and [then] I was like
“I guess I have to learn
another one.” And then I
learn[ed] a little bit, just
enough to read it. Then
you’re like, “Well that was
okay, now I need to do an-
other one,” and then you
go another way. When I
was in graduate school,
I learned ten different
languages, but I learned
them all a very minimal
amount.

What was it like going
to graduate school in
Scotland?

My family is Scottish, so
I went there as an under-
graduate as an exchange
student. Then I went back
as a graduate student. I
went on a Scottish heri-
tage scholarship, because
my grandmother is Scot-
tish, and so there was
a thing that sends peo-
ple of Scottish heritage
to go study at Scottish
universities. It was so
fun. I still do have a lot
of friends there. When I
was there I also worked
as a bartender at a pub.
Edinburgh is a beautiful
old city. I thought it was
very romantic. I read lots
of Scottish books - T was
very into that portion of
it. But it was a big thing
for me, [and] it was a big
thing for my family. I'm
very close with my grand-
mother. For me to be able
to go back to her coun-
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try, she was very excited
about that.

You have written a book

called “The Apocalypse

of the Birds” — what is it
about?

[1t’s about an old story of]
someone who thinks that
the end of time is coming.
They tell this weird “An-
imal Farm”-esque story,
where they’re like “These
people are the wolves,
these people are the
sheep, and these people
are the pigs.” For a very
long time people thought
that this story came from
a time in which Jews
who were living in Judea
were fighting with the
Greeks. My argument is
that that doesn’t make a
ton of sense, and instead
[the story] comes from
an even more prominent
time: when Jews were
fighting with the Romans.
The Romans would end
up unfortunately kicking
them all out of Jerusalem,
killing many people, and
doing what the Roman
Empire did from time
to time. That particular
revolution is called the
first Jewish Revolt and
it happened in 70 CE, so
my argument in the book
is that this apocalypse is
actually one of the only
sources that we have from
the people who actually
led this revolution.

What drew you to
Andover?

I love teaching about
religion and the ancient
world, and I really love

doing it with people that
are super keyed up and
super happy to be here.
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One of the things that
makes our classrooms so
fun that you didn’t get
when I was teaching in
college...[is that] when
people know each other
they just talk in a more
interesting way... Every
classroom is [made up of]
enemies, frenemies, best
friends forever, people
who are in a lacrosse
rivalry, and then it just
makes everything so
rich and so fun. Religion
is the most interesting
thing that humans have
ever come up with. Ev-
ery single weird idea and
every single fun idea that
humans have ever come
up with, they just stick it
in religion. To take all of
humanity’s most extreme
ideas and talk about them
with a bunch of people
who are friends and fren-
emies is so fun.

What is your Base-
ball and Philosophy
(PHR541) class like?

I've been obsessed with
baseball my whole life.
One of the things that I
have always really loved
about baseball is that it
has a really dense, con-
fusing social world. A
big part of Baseball and
Philosophy is about base-
ball’s unwritten rules,
which are the things that
you really should know,
but you don’t and they
won’t tell you, because
you should just know
it. I’'ve always thought
that that was just such a
strange and wonderful
thing about the world of
baseball. Plus, baseball is
the backbone of what an
American sport looks like.
When America was reck-
oning with the way that
they thought about race
in the ’40s and ’50s, base-
ball was right there at the
front line. When women
were starting to step out
of “the home” into differ-
ent arenas of life, base-
ball was right there with
them. Baseball maps a lot
of what happens just in
American history. It [also]
has this super peculiar,
strange world of how
much cheating is okay, be-
cause actually a little bit
of cheating is okay. How
much revenge should you
take, because a little bit of
revenge is okay, but not a
lot of revenge. When do
you get to throw pitches
at people’s heads? The
answer 1s basically never.
But when do you get to
throw a pitch at some-
one’s butt?

Why do you think it’s
important for students
to study religion?

I am heavily into music,
It’s not all going to suit
you and it’s not all even
going to make sense to
you, but religion is just
arecord of the extent of
what humans can think.
Sometimes it’s really cool
and you’re like, “Wow.”
Sometimes it’s really bad,
and you’re like, “Why did
you do that?” [Religion]
motivates people to do
things that are so beauti-
ful, and so ugly, and so all
over the place. Religion is
one of these completely
unique aspects of human
life that’s worth taking a
look [at]. Even if it’s not
your jam [or] even if you
don’t think you’re reli-
gious, it’s just a record of
people being like, “This
is what it is to be human
and I’'m going to push it
all the way to the limits.
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6AP Testing

What Advancement Placement Exams are Andover Students Taking?

REPORTING BY JENNA LIANG & KRISSY ZHU

“For French, | purchased an AP Study Guide.
| think | would've liked to space out my
studying a bit more instead of cramming it
into the last few weeks. For French, I've
recently been working to incorporate as many
cultural and grammar aspects from the AP
syllabus as possible into my assignments

as practice!’ - Patrick Xu 27

A P M u s i c “I'm taking [AP] Music... Andover courses

prepare you very well for the AP tests, and the
way they're graded allow for some gaps in
your knowledge, so I would say don't be super
stressed about it. | would still recommend
doing your coursework and maybe do a little
bit of extra studying.” - Niccolo Lee-Suk 28

“I'm taking AP Computer Science A (CS A). |
already know a bit of Java, butin general I'm
just looking around online, looking for study
guides, trying to cram as much stuff into my
head. Ithink AP CS Aiis a bit on the lighter side
of AP, since | already know a bit of computer
science, but in the future if | give myself a bit

more time to practice..” - Elliot Chang 28 AP C Omp'U,te Y S Ci ence

“The only classes here that have really helped
with preplaring] are the official AP classes like
AP [Calculus] BC because they actually give
practice tests as part of the material. .. but
A P C al cu 1 u s B C they're (AP tests) not that important unless
you're trying to get something like the AP
] Scholarawards.” - AngelinaVincent 26

“I took [Advanced Placement (AP)] Biology -

on Monday, [and] | think school prepared AP B IOIOQY
me well... A piece of advice | would give

people who are trying to take APs would

be to not stress about it that much... so if

you don't feel ready to take one, then

don'ttakeit.” -SionaChan'26

Write for News!!!

crutkoske26@andover.edu
pshivani26@andover.edu
jkosciuskomorizet26@andover.edu
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Everyone Beware

The Task Force is Here

Supreme Leader Going to Prom With 6'5 Feminist

Grace Chen
Hello my esteemed friends,
It has come to my attention that a new crop has risen, students
full of life and of lap dancing abilities, students who almost come
close to paralleling my previous presence on this campus. As a self
proclaimed head cheerleader and a terrific understanding boisterous
society member, I feel that it is my duty to advise you on how to do
your job. As such, I feel that a list of items and of “dos and don'ts”
would be most fitting in this situation, as I would like to pass on my
extensive knowledge to you bright shining stars:
DOs:
Shake summ (If you aint twerkin it aint workin)
Gunga (Can be taken both ways)
Party with the King(ton)
Go to football games
Ask for consent when lap dancing
Worship Mr. Capano
DON'Ts
Find yourself in the back of a truck
Flash others on Fridays
Turn off your speaker in the chapel
Ask anyone under the age of 16 to be your valentine

Be the one driving the truck

In conclusion, my fellow Blue Key Patriots, I believe in you. I believe

in your right to shout, to dance, to shake it and bake it, but most

THmportantly, [ believe in you.

e

Week’s Top Headlines

e Olympic Athletes Travel
to Andover to Use Morse
Stairs For Resistance
Training

e After Assesszrg_lthe

uality of BI
you s, George
ush Has Deczded to
Take A PG Year and
Return to His Status as
Head Cheerleader
e Freshman JV Hocke

Plogfer Announces Plans

row A “Playoff
Beard

e Morse Basement
Examined For Aller ens

or Irritants That
Cause Red Eyes

one for public urination was like too.

Thiago Jollon

Minecraft, a game created by a racist Swedish guy with no friends has a universal appeal. It has been played by Swedes, racists,
and people with no friends since its release in 2011. So basically, white people. The game has soared back into popularity
because of the explosive Minecraft Movie. Everyone from little kids, teenagers, and grown men went to the theaters to bask
in the nostalgia, relive cherished memories, and scream “chicken jockey” at the top of their lungs before assaulting the person
next to them. All of this mirrored a minor South American soccer (football) game, except none of the profits were embezzled
Much like Shakespeare, the Minecraft Movie has also introduced new words into the English language. “Flint and steel” used
to only be something your Boy Scout troop leader would say. But phrases like “‘chicken jockey” have left an indelible mark
on the world. I mean, even The Phillipian wrote about it. In 69 years, when my grandchildren ask their senile, meth addict
grandpa what life was like before the Greenland-India-Pakistan-Panama-Taiwan-China-Exeter-Russia War, I won't tell them
about the price of eggs ($4.20), my GPA (3.0, Andover-scale, rounded up to the nearest whole number) or the 2024 Andover

Boys Football record (1-7). I'll tell them about chicken jockey, about what a movie theater was like, and what being arrested in
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OVERHEARD ON THE PATHS

“T'll be the Gorilla if I can wrestle 100 dudes”
“She grind on my AP till 15" «5,.4 Day my slime!”

“Do you think I could ... *gurgling noise* .. nevermind”

Konnor Fortini

PBS Revolt: Sesame Street, Magic School Bus, Wild Kratts, and Curious George
Storm Capitol Hill

In response to recent cuts to PBS funding, beloved childhood characters from
Sesame Street, Curious George, Wild Kratts, and The Magic School Bus have
rallied together, launching a full-scale revolution on Capitol Hill. The uprising,
dubbed the "PBS Rebellion," has been marked by anarchy, educational chaos,
and puppet-driven demonstrations.

The day began with glass shattered as Big Bird, towering over senators at a
whopping 8-foot-2, hurled himself through the window, squawking "DON'T
MESS WITH PBS!" while Elmo was overheard telling reporters, "Elmo not tick-
led by budget cuts!" Meanwhile, Oscar the Grouch enthusiastically endorsed the
turmoil, claiming this was "the best day of my life."

Chaos escalated when Curious George climbed atop the Capitol dome, yelling
‘ooh-ooh-aah-aah-aah,” which roughly translates to, "Curiosity didn't kill PBS;
Trump did!" His handler, the Man in the Yellow Hat, was arrested briefly but
released after George negotiated his freedom with the promise of "more police
representation on Curious George."

The Kratt brothers, equipped with animal-powered suits, burst into congres-
sional hearings using creature powers to mimic the speed of cheetahs and the
strength of gorillas, essentially conducting wildlife-themed guerrilla tactics, to
make the issue at the forefront of their meetings. Chris Kratt declared, "WeTe
teaching Congress firsthand about habitats... the habitat of common sense!"

Ms. Frizzle and her students from the Magic School Bus crashed directly
through the Capitol walls, offering impromptu science lessons to confused leg-
islators. The Frizz, ever resourceful, shrunk Mitch McConnell to ant-size briefly,
urging him to "walk in someone else’s shoes... or, you know, tiny ant legs."

As the revolt gained momentum, PBS issued an ultimatum demanding not only
arestoration of funding but also unlimited cookies for Cookie Monster, and
mandatory nap times for all children under six years old.

The White House, scrambling to restore peace, has reportedly reached out to
Daniel Tiger's Neighborhood for diplomatic assistance, though Mr. Tiger has yet
to comment, preferring to "take a deep breath and count to four."

In an unexpected twist, bipartisan support for PBS appears imminent, if only

to restore Capitol order. Bert and Ernie were seen drafting the compromise
legislation, advocating unity while also arguing about whether muppets deserve
voting rights.

Congress is expected to reconvene tomorrow after "nap time" concludes.
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can someone buy
me Lorde tickets
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Boys Volleyball Regains Winning Streak, Secures Place In the Finals

ASHLEY SUH

5

WEDNESDAY 5/7

NMH 1

Boys Volleyball regained
its winning streak by secur-
ing two crucial wins against
Choate and Northfield Mount
Hermon (NMH). The team
will face Exeter for the 3rd
time this season on Saturday,
hoping to win in the finals
and avenge its 0-3 loss earlier
in the year.

While Warren Oh ’28 high-
lighted teammates Will Oh
’26, Michael Huang ’26, Ajay
Mistry 26 for their strong
performances in the match
against NMH, Oh specifically
noted Jeremy Woodley ’26 for
being able to adapt to new sit-
uations and positions across
the game.

“In the first set, we ended
it strong. It was 25-8. Some
time between the first and
second set, our Captain Ar-
thur, whom I highlighted for
his performance in the pre-
vious game, rolled his ankle.
That tested our team’s ability

4

v ,uu ,Ml"ll’,

Arthur Wu ’25 spikes the ball in sweep against Choate.

to maintain composure. We
had another captain on the
court who made many great
plays, but it tested our team’s
ability to work without one
of our best players. To fill in
those shoes, Jeremy did a
great job and played a posi-
tion that he doesn’t usually
play, but he did a phenomenal
job. I also want to shout out
the setters; they were just de-
livering hittable balls to all of
our hitters,” said Oh ’28.

Jack Alexander 25 pointed
out an impressive serve streak
by Huang during the first set
of the NMH game, scoring

crucial points with multiple
aces. He also noted Huang’s
other serves that consistently
challenged the opposition.

“Michael went on a serv-
ing streak when we started
the first set versus NMH. Al-
though it’s not a specific play,
he went on a streak of eight
or nine aces, and his serves
were able to disrupt the oth-
er team’s attacks, which made
it easier to block the other
team’s spikes or to get an at-
tack of our own. He came out
strong and played very well,”
said Alexander.

Oh reflected on the past
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two games and pointed out
the team’s confidence and tal-
ent going into the final. How-
ever, he also gave insight into
what the team is currently fo-
cusing on, such as the team’s
energy in games, serving, and
receiving.

“At Choate, the main con-
cern was keeping the energy
levels high, especially when
we were playing a team that
we knew we were better than.
We had more confidence go-
ing into it, which was our
strength and weakness. Some-
times, we left focus off the ta-
ble, allowing them to catch up

or get a lead, and then we had
to come back and show our
strengths,” said Oh.

Alexander shared his ex-
citement for the team’s match
against Exeter to end its sea-
son and what they are work-
ing on in practice to be pre-
pared for its final game on
Saturday. Even though the
team lost 3-0 when it played
Exeter last week, Alexander
is still confident the team has
the capabilities to win.

“We’ve played against Ex-
eter twice this season, once at
home and once away. In our
first game, which we won 3-2,
we came out strong and sur-
prised them. In the second
game, we weren’t in the same
flow state that we were in the
first game. Also, it was appar-
ent that Exeter had started to
understand our playstyle and
tactics, so we have to consid-
er that. Coach Mackinson and
Coach [Beckwith] have talked
about how we’ll have to mix
things up going into our third
game against Exeter. We have
a lot of power to adapt and be
versatile. Our biggest goal is
ensuring everyone is physi-
cally and mentally ready, be-
cause if our team is mentally
prepared before that game, I
have no doubts that we will
win,” said Alexander.

Boys Volleyball will play at
Exeter on Saturday, May 10th.

Grit, Boats, and Thunderbolts: Andover One Boat Away from Perfection

AUDREY BAETEN-RUFFO

Boys and Girls Crew took on
St. Paul’s School (St. Paul’s),
Hingham High School (Hing-
ham), and Kent School (Kent)
on May 3, claiming victory in
all but one race. Despite long
weather delays, the positive
results of the race showcased
improvements by novices and
varsity rowers alike.

Throughout the day, races
were interrupted by severe
weather conditions, which, at
one point, delayed the racing
by four hours due to the risk
of lightning. Despite the long
delay, Vivien Valckx ’28 noted
how Andover stayed focused
and determined to race.

Valckx said, “For about four
hours, we were sitting in the
boathouse, and we couldn’t go

out because there was light-
ning nearby. Kent had driven
three and a half hours, and we
didn’t want to send them back
without a race, so we wait-
ed until about six or seven
o’clock to race and got back
very late. That was our big-
gest challenge with the light-
ning, but we overcame it well
by staying focused through-
out those hours off.”

When the boats got on the
water, Andover claimed vic-
tory in all but one race. Al-
though the race was only the
third of the season, Andover
achieved the same, near-per-
fect result in two of the three
races it has competed in, a feat
Head Coach Taylor Washburn
has attributed to the consis-
tent strength of novice and
varsity boats alike, according
to Owen Huang ’27.

“Something Coach Wash-

burn says is that the top boats
are fast because our bottom
boats are fast. I feel like that’s
true. Our bottom boats, espe-
cially the fifth and sixth boats,
have been doing really well,
pushing everyone to work
harder to get their rowing to
another level,” said Huang.
Nishi Amin ’28, who start-
ed Crew this year, noted how
the race was a disappoint-
ment for the G5 boat, the only
Andover boat not to claim a
victory. Still, she shouted out
teammate Brinley Davis 27
for her supportive attitude.
“For more than half of the
race, my boat was in the lead.
Then, in the last 250 meters,
St. Paul’s got in front of us and
won. Our boat wasn’t work-
ing together well; it was su-
per windy, and our oars were
wet; it was hard to square and
feather them. I want to high-

light Brinley Davis ’27, be-
cause at the end of our race,
we were all disappointed, but
she told us all that we did
a great job and boosted our
moods,” said Amin.

The Andover athletes
showed physical and men-
tal fortitude in continuing
their race under challeng-
ing weather conditions and a
four-hour delay. Huang high-
lighted the varsity boats’ per-
formance.

Huang said, “Honestly, I
want to shout out our whole
team, especially our varsi-
ty crews, so that’s boats one,
two, and three. Their rac-
es were scheduled for four
o’clock, and they ended up
starting at seven, three hours
later. They were just waiting
around for those three hours
for the weather to pass, and
throughout that, they all

stayed motivated and focused,
which I found impressive.”

Amin noted how the coach-
es for the crew program have
worked to create a welcom-
ing and resilient culture.
She shared that this culture
allows novice rowers to dis-
cover their love for the sport
and varsity rowers to pursue
excellence.

“Something that stands out
about Andover Crew is that
we have many great coaches
who help rowers of all levels.
It’s good because there are
many novices and more expe-
rienced rowers. They create a
space where we can all help
each other,” said Amin.

Boys and Girls Crew will
race Tabor and Exeter next
Saturday.

Rain, Rain, Go Away—Girls Softball Isn’t Finished

AUDREY BAETEN-RUFFO

SATURDAY 5/3

Andover

Worcester

Girls Softball faced
Worcester Academy (Worces-
tor) on Saturday, though
weather conditions post-
poned the game in its final
inning. Before the delay, An-
dover trailed its opponent
1-5, positioned for a dramatic
comeback with two runners
on base and no outs.

The rain foiled Girls Soft-
ball’s final opportunity to
snap back against Worcester.
Andie Shim ’25 described

the events leading up to the
game’s pause.

“Toward the later part of
the game, the dugout brought
the energy, and I really want
to shout out the whole team
for continuing to bring the
energy. I know we were down
5-1 in the top of the seventh,
and for those of you who don’t
know softball, games run for
seven innings. This was our
last opportunity to score, and
we had two runners on base
and no outs before the rain
stopped our game. We were in
progress. We hadn’t lost yet,
but with the team’s energy, I
had faith that we could defi-
nitely come back in the top
of the seventh and win the
game,” said Shim.

Co-Captain Madison Hugo
’25 continued, “As the game
went on, we started improv-
ing gradually, especially of-

fensively. And then we had
Ashley [Schuman ’27] come
into pitch for us for the last
few innings before it started
raining, and she was doing
really awesome. And then it
did, in fact, start raining, so
it got cut short unfortunate-
ly. T don’t believe that there
is technically a win or a loss.
It was cut short in the last
inning, and I don’t think that
they can classify it as either a
win or a loss.”

Toward the end of the
game, Pitcher Schuman threw
33 times in her debut follow-
ing an injury. Notably, she
struck out the entire Worces-
ter starting lineup, including
an immaculate inning with
nine straight strikes and three
strikeouts in a row. Schuman’s
return, Shim believes, rep-
resents a chance to raise the
team’s level of play during the

remainder of the season.

“She struck out everyone in
her return, which is absolute-
ly crazy. Ha ving that dom-
inance on the mound is just
going to give our dugout and
our players even more energy
going into the last part of our
season,” said Shim.

In the first innings, how-
ever, the team struggled to
challenge Worcester. Catcher
Gabriella Potter "27 described
the team’s offensive struggles,
stemming from its opponent’s
unique pitching style.

“We started out a bit rocky.
In the beginning, we were just
struggling to get the bat on
the ball, but our defense kept
it pretty clean... we were used
to seeing different pitching. It
took a little bit of time to ad-
just,” said Potter.

According to Hugo, de-
spite its loss, the team’s spirit

remains high and it looks for-
ward to the rest of the season.

“We’re probably at the
midpoint of the season. We
have three games this upcom-
ing week and then one next
week before the [Big East]
tournament. Just getting
more practice in this next
week and a half with Ashley
pitching will be great for us,
and then hopefully, we can do
well in the tournament and
potentially win it, because we
have a considerable chance
this year.”

Girls Softball will travel to
Milton Academy on Thurs-
day, host Lawrence Acad-
emy on Friday, and battle
Concord-Carlisle on Satur-
day. It will face Austin Prep
and Cushing on Tuesday and
Wednesday, respectively.
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Co-Captain Jack Frishmann:
The Talent and Leadership of the Boys Lacrosse Team.
are what has led Boys La-  skilled player. Lim comment-
HAOYU ZHANG crosse to victory. ed that his skill allows him to

Jack Frischmann ’25 is an
exceptional captain for the
Boys Lacrosse team. He em-
bodies the spirit of leadership
and is a presence both on and
off the field. His tenacity and
grit allow him to be an exam-
ple for the rest of the team,
pushing the team to grow ev-
ery day.

Frischmann has all the
qualities that are needed for a
captain. Jeffery Lim 27 noted
how Frischmann’s qualities

“He has all the character-
istics a captain should have,
like leadership, empathy for
your teammates, lifting them
up when they need it the most,
and delivering as a captain. In-
game, he does what a captain
should do, like keeping the
team in check, keeping them
in motion, and letting the fire
go. He leads us all to victory,”
said Lim.

Not only is Frischmann a
great teammate and captain,
but he is also an extremely

compete with the best players
in the country.

“He is one of the most
skilled people I've seen play.
Everyone on the team can ad-
mit that Frischmann is among
the best players we’ve seen.
His skill set as a lacrosse play-
er shows us that he can com-
pete at the highest level with
the highest level players,” said
Lim.

Frischmann will compete
for Bowdoin next year.

May 9, 2025
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ALEX GODSEY

Co-Captain Max Herbison 25
leads Boys Lacrosse by foster-
ing a strong sense of community
among his teammates. The team’s
bonds translate to strong perfor-
mance on the field.

Herbison, initially participat-
ing in soccer and baseball in his
childhood, began playing lacrosse
in second grade and quickly im-
proved. Herbison explained the
reasons he quit soccer and base-
ball and how he arrived at An-
dover as a new Lower seeking to
take his talent to new heights.

“But soccer didn’t have enough
contact for me, and baseball
was too slow-moving. The only
Christmas present I wanted was
a lacrosse stick, and from there, I
started playing at home and then
joined the team in my town. At

Co-Captain Max Herbison °25 Leads
Andover Boys Lacrosse with Camaraderie
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first, I was terrible compared to
everyone else who had started
when they were really little and
had lacrosse as their first sport,”
said Herbison.

He continued, “But eventually,
I got better and started playing
club. T was originally at a private
school that didn’t have lacrosse,
and then I moved to a public
school. T wanted better lacrosse,
so T came here. T came in as a
new Lower. In 10th grade, T didn’t

know where T would fall on the
team—there were other people
in my position ahead of me. But
over the years, T worked my way
up to become a starter—and now,
a Co-Captain”

Boys Lacrosse’s community
is unique and tight-knit. That is,
players form bonds both on the
field as athletes and off the field
as friends. Herbison, as a Co-Cap-
tain, tries to foster a supportive
environment, especially off the
field.

“Off the field, we do a lot of
team meals, and the team real-
ly moves as one unit this year. At
meals in Commons, we always sit
together, and all the guys feel like
they can hangout. It doesn’t feel as
much like a team as it does one big
friend group that’s been together
all year—especially in the spring.
I think that’s what sets us apart
from some of the other teams.
Everyone just feels really close,

especially off the field, we spend a
lot of time together—whether it’s
in the locker room or just around
campus— it doesn’t feel like we’re
just showing up to play lacrosse
every day;” said Herbison.

Luke Honos ’28 corroborated
his Captain’s efforts to build com-
munity on the team. Additionally,
Honos noted Herbison’s commit-
ment to play Division I lacrosse
at Lafayette College as a source of
inspiration.

Honos said, “He personally in-
spires me because he’s committed
to a [Division I] school for lacrosse
but then he also invites us to hang
out with him all the time with the
upperclassmen. Truly, it’s fun and
helps him build team chemistry.”

Jeffery Lim ’27, a new member
of the team, described Herbison’s
cheerful nature and persevering
work ethic, which guide his team-
mates’ growth.

“Max is a great human being.

He is always full of happiness and
he is always up for the job wheth-
er he likes it or not. He pushes
us to become a better version of
ourselves as a Co-Captain and a
teammate,” said Lim.

Herbison’s leadership focuses
on accountability. Luke Honos 28
explained the standard of respon-
sibility that he strives toward and
how it pushes the team toward
improvement.

“During timeouts and things,
Max tells us what we need to
work on, especially in games, on
both offense and defense. ... He
admits when he’s made mistakes
and when he’s wrong. This really
helps build us up,” said Honos.

Next year, Herbison will com-
pete with Lafayette College’s Di-
vision I Lacrosse program.
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GAURI BHAKTA
Girls  Varsity = Lacrosse

Co-Captain Charleston Drou-
in ’25 initially picked up a la-
crosse stick in first grade, in-
spired by watching her older
cousins play with passion and
intensity. Over the years, what
began as a curiosity turned into
a deep love for the game. Now
a Senior attacker, Drouin leads
Andover’s offense with poise,
grit, and authority.

Drouin leads with deter-
mination and relentless ef-
fort, setting a high standard
for her teammates through
her actions. She described her
leadership style as rooted in
reliability, hard work, and in-
tegrity.

“As a Co-Captain, I would
say that I aim to be a leader
who leads by example, through
work ethic and integrity. I
want to be someone who my
teammates can rely on and
look up to, whether that means
using my voice during tough
moments or putting in the ex-
tra work behind the scenes. I
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Girls Varsity Lacrosse Co-Captain
Charley Drouin °25 Leads with Confidence and Fire

try to create an environment
where everyone feels support-
ed and motivated to show up
every day and give it their all,”
said Drouin.

Teammate Quiana Bell 26
has experienced this firsthand,
noting how Drouin’s competi-
tive spirit and calm demeanor
inspire those around her.

“For Charley, she’s a little
bit quieter... but she leads a lot
through example. She brings
such a great level of competi-
tiveness to every single prac-
tice and game that makes you
want to compete with her. If
we need the energy to be up, or
when something goes wrong,
Charley will be the one to say,
‘Come on guys, let’s focus on
the things that are going well’
She’s the captain of the at-
tackers. In that way, she’ll get
them going when we need that
push,” said Bell.

Bell also noted that one way
Drouin helps foster a posi-
tive and focused atmosphere
is through lighthearted tradi-
tions with teammates before
games. These moments help
ease nerves while strengthen-

ing team unity.

“For Charley, we always
make dances together before
the game. We’ll always be do-
ing our hair together in the
bathroom. She knows how to
have a great balance between
having fun and joking around
with us, but also likes setting
the tone for when we all need
to be focused before the game,”
said Bell.

On the field, Drouin prides
herself on staying calm and
composed in high-pressure sit-
uations to make good decisions
on the field and elevate her
teammates.

“My biggest strength would
be my composure. Whether
we’re winning or losing, I try
to stay calm and focused. Being
steady helps me make better
decisions on the field and helps
my teammates stay confident. I
also really try to be a great lis-
tener to my teammates on and
off the field,” said Drouin.

As a player constantly look-
ing to grow, Drouin empha-
sized the importance of the
details that often go unnoticed.

\\ R RN\ S I
COURTESY OF CHARLEY DROUIN

“I'm focused on improving
my off-ball movement, such as
finding smarter ways to cre-
ate space and support the play
even when I’m not directly in-
volved,” said Drouin.

Bell shared how Drouin’s re-
lentless mindset pushes every-
one around her to elevate their
game.

“I just love how she’s relent-
less. She’s not afraid to catch
the departure. She’s not afraid
to take the contact. She’s not
afraid to cut and go through
those defenders. She’s very
perseverant. That kind of com-
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petitiveness and the willing-
ness to win makes me want to
work on my end of the field
and make those defensive stops
too,” said Bell.

Beyond stats and hustle,
Drouin’s pride as a captain
stems from her teammates’
commitment to one another.

“I am proud of all my team-
mates because they have
shown effort, growth, and
genuine commitment to each
other and the team. Whether
that be shooting after practice,
supporting each other through
close games, or stepping up in
clutch moments, they show the
kind of selflessness that makes
a team more than a group of
players. I have seen the girls
overcome setbacks and em-
brace roles that weren’t al-
ways easy, and that resilience
is something that any captain
would be proud to stand by,”
said Drouin.

Next year, Drouin will con-
tinue her athletic and academ-
ic career at Colgate University,
where she plans to play Divi-
sion I Lacrosse.

GAURI BHATKA

Midfielder and two-
year Girls Varsity Lacrosse
Co-Captain Lauren Herlihy
’25 has become a cornerstone
of the team’s spirit and strat-
egy. With a focus on creating
an inclusive and competitive
environment, Herlihy strives
to ensure that every player
feels valued and empowered
to contribute.

A lacrosse player since kin-
dergarten, Herlihy was origi-
nally drawn to the sport for its
fast pace and team dynamics.
What began as a childhood
passion quickly developed
into a lasting commitment.
From the start, Herlihy loved
the feeling of being on a close-
knit team, something that
would later shape her leader-
ship style at Andover.

“I aim to be a super in-
clusive leader. A leader who
makes sure everyone knows

Girls Varsity Lacrosse Co-Captain
Lauren Herlihy °25 Leads with Energy, Inclusion, and Heart

that they are needed for the
team to succeed. Also, a leader
who brings a combination of
positivity and fun,” said Her-
lihy. “I would say my biggest
strength is making connec-
tions with all of the girls on
the team. Creating an environ-
ment where everyone can feel
like they can thrive.”

Fellow Co-Captain Charles-
ton Drouin ’25 emphasized
the steadfastness and dedi-
cation Herlihy brings to the
program. Drouin added that
Herlihy’s consistency and care
have shaped her own develop-
ment as a leader.

“On and off the field, Lau-
ren is a natural leader. She
leads by setting a high stan-
dard for our team, always put-
ting in the work, and staying
focused. Off the field, she has
a way of bringing people to-
gether, making sure everyone
feels included and heard. She
is always willing to lend an ear
or offer advice when needed,”
said Drouin.

Drouin continued, “Watch-
ing her navigate both highs
and lows of the season has
taught me a lot about main-
taining balance. Her consis-
tency and commitment to
the team have challenged me
to bring the best version of
myself to every practice and
game.”

For younger teammates,
Herlihy is arole model. Quiana
Bell 26 described the example
Herlihy sets, both in terms of
attitude and performance.

“She brings a lot of energy
and passion to whatever we’re
doing. It’s very clear how
much she really cares about
the sport and how she really
wants to succeed as a team,”
said Bell. “She’s very much like
a friend to everyone. She tries
to have this inclusive team en-
vironment, but also she is not
afraid to tell us when we need
to step it up or to do a little bit
better.”

Bell pointed out Herlihy’s
tireless hustle on the field,

especially given her role as a
midfielder. Bell shared how
Herlihy’s hardworking atti-
tude inspired her.

“She is what it means to be
a captain,” said Bell. “As a mid-
fielder, you’re playing both
sides of the field, I think she
does a really good job at that.
She works so hard, and that
shows up every single time. Tt
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motivates me and makes me
want to work harder so she
doesn’t have to do all that run-
ning,” said Bell.

Looking ahead, Herlihy will
continue her lacrosse journey
at Boston College next year. “I
am super excited to have the
opportunity to continue play-
ing lacrosse,” said Herlihy.

GAURI BHATKA

With her team scoring 243
goals in only sixteen games,
Girls Lacrosse Co-Captain
Neicia Smith 25 leads Girls
Lacrosse’s  offense  with
composure and strength.
Smith herself has tallied
over 200 goals and assists
in her career at Andover,
displaying her consistency
in each game. She stresses
the importance of chemistry
amongst the team, crediting
it for the team’s successes
this year.

Before discovering la-
crosse, Smith spent nearly
seven years as a gymnast.
But after picking up a la-
crosse stick in sixth grade,
her growing interest in team
sports, combined with the
changes brought on by the
COVID-19 pandemic, shifted
her passion toward the field.

“I didn’t start playing un-
til sixth grade. I was a gym-
nast before, but I wanted to
play a team sport, so I de-
cided to try out and fell in

Girls Lacrosse Captain Neicia Smith ’25
Leads Team in both Spirit and Points

love with it. Then there was
COVID, so I decided that
this is where T wanted to go
in high school and college,
and I worked day in and day
out,” said Smith

Gracynn Hartley "27 noted
that Smith is a vocal lead-
er who leads by voice and
example. Despite playing
different positions, Hartley
admires Smith’s attitude and
mentality towards practice
and games, a trait she hopes
to embody herself.

“I have only known her for
two years, but she is a fun-
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ny and vocal person. She is
there for everyone. She prac-
tices how she plays, and I
admire that and want to take
that away. I want to have the
mentality that she has. She
has contributed a lot to the
team, and many people look
up to her, and I know she is
going to great places.” said
Hartley.

Smith added that she
hopes to be a role model,
guiding younger players to
grow in the sport. She also
stressed the importance
of unity on the team, with

all members being treated
equally, regardless of their
grade.

“One thing I want to be is a
role model, especially for the
younger girls on the team. I
try to help the younger girls
with what we are doing in
practice and help them get
ready for games. In the past,
we have had good communi-
ties, but this year we made
sure that everyone feels
comfortable and that there
isn’t a grade hierarchy, so we
all see ourselves as one,” said
Smith.

Smith emphasized the im-
portance of chemistry and
community amongst the
team. She credits the team’s
unwavering support for each
other as the leading driver of
its 15-1 record.

Smith said, “Having a
strong community and fam-
ily is vital to success. I want
the younger girls and cap-
tains to continue that team
culture. If we want to contin-
ue being successful, chemis-
try has helped us only have
one loss this year, and we
want to have that connection

on and off the field.”

Smith has tallied over 200
goals and assists for Girls
Lacrosse since she joined
the team as a Lower. Despite
the remarkable individual
achievement, Smith credits
her teammates, who have
given her the opportunities
to succeed.

“Most of my points
wouldn’t have been possible
without my teammates, who
gave me the opportunities to
score. My teammates have
allowed me to score, and I
wouldn’t be able to do that
if they weren’t there. They
open up the field so T can go
head-to-head against a de-
fender or open passing lanes
to find open players near the
net. I couldn’t have done so
much without my teammates
and coaches,” said Smith.

Smith will continue to
play lacrosse in college at
Loyola University in Mary-
land.
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Co-Captain Fumi Kimura
’25 leads Ultimate Frisbee (Ul-
timate) through encourage-
ment and inspiration. Kimu-
ra takes charge of practices,
focusing on the development
and improvement of his team-
mates. In this approach, he em-
phasizes having fun and build-
ing community.

As a new Lower, Kimura
chose to participate in In-
door Track and Field during
the Winter but decided to ex-
plore Ultimate throughout the
Spring.

“I started Lower year and
that was my first year here. I
was thinking of doing track
but because I did indoor track,
my friend was like, ‘you should
hop in and play ultimate.’ I
tried it out, and it was pretty
fun,” said Kimura

Kimura has stuck with Ul-
timate since, and specifically,
he enjoys the action of pass-
ing and receiving the disc.
Additionally, he described the
sport’s spirit.

“The act of throwing and
catching the disc is really sat-
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ULTIMATE

Ultimate Frisbee Co-Captain
Fumi Kimura ’25 Strives to Encourage and Inspire

isfying to me. And the other
thing is the spirit of the game
— Ultimate really values spirit
a lot. We’re supposed to know
the rules, we’re supposed to
have sportsmanship, we’re
supposed to be inclusive and
fun. So, that’s what keeps me
coming back,” said Kimura.

Kimura’s leadership can be
felt across both the practice
and playing fields. Co-Captain
Paxton Auguste ’28 praised his
team-oriented spirit during
practices.

“He does a really good job
at getting everyone organized
and motivating everyone when
we're at games and during
practice. Everett [Woo ’25] and
him wusually lead warm-ups,
and [Kimura]’s really good at
making sure everyone knows
what they’re doing. Sometimes
we go through and say what
we’re gonna work on during
practice, and he lifts everyone
up when they mention what
they want to work on because
he really cares about us and
about our improvement,” said
Auguste.

Kai Obata 28 corroborated
Auguste’s sentiment, praising
Kimura for his sociability and
connection with his team-

mates, felt across the team.

“His best quality is his will-
ingness to reach out to every
player on the team. Obviously,
a captain needs to address a
group, but he is always talking
to everyone on the team — he’s
checking in with everyone.
He’s very relatable, and he’s a
friend to all of us on the team,”
said Obata

COURTESY OF FUMI KIMURA

Kimura places a heavy focus
on practice, as he deeply cares
about the growth of his team-
mates. Auguste highlighted
how Kimura operates during
practice to ensure the presence
of a strong community among
his teammates.

“During drills, we make sure
that each of us aren’t with the
same people every time on the
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same team, so everyone gets
to be on a team with him at
some point. And when we ro-
tate through drills, he’s always
cheering for them and making
sure they know what the drill
is about. So, everyone gets to
have an interaction with Fumi
at some point during the prac-
tice, and that’s when he gets to
build a connection with them
and have some one-on-one
time,” said Auguste.

As he begins college in the
fall, Kimura is still weighing
whether or not to play Ulti-
mate at the University of Chi-
cago. He mentioned how dif-
ficult the transition from high
school to college is.

“At the college level, Ulti-
mate becomes a completely dif-
ferent sport. That’s my image.
And I think one thing that’s
really lost in that transition is
the spirit of the game and good
sportsmanship and the fun of
playing it, because college level
gets really serious and the level
of competition rises. So, I think
bringing the fun that Andover
Ultimate harbors every day —
every practice, every game —
would be the best for me if T
were to play in college, which I
think I will,” said Kimura.

The “Spirit” of the Ultimate Team: Co-Captain

Everett Woo 25 Leads With Passion and Positivity

THIAGO JOLLON

Co-Captain Everett Woo
25 joined All-Gender Ulti-
mate Frisbee (Ultimate) in his
Freshman year on a whim, but
quickly established himself as
both a crucial player and team
leader. As a handler (the Ulti-
mate equivalent of a quarter-
back) and Co-Captain, Woo
leads through his vocal attitude
on the field. From his technical
command of the game to his
commitment to team culture,
Woo has become a central fig-
ure in the Ultimate community
at Andover.

Woo considered himself a
soccer and hockey player when
he arrived at Andover and had
never played Ultimate. The
sport requirement at Andover
led him to branch out and try
it.

“I came into Andover with
a Fall and Winter sport, soc-
cer and hockey, which I had
played my entire life. Since An-
dover requires sports, this was
the perfect opportunity to try
something new in the Spring.
I took a look at Ultimate [and]
hadn’treally heard about it, and
then I said, ‘You know what?

I’'m gonna go for it. I'm gonna
try out, see how things go. T
made the team, and then what
kept me there, is not this sport
itself, which is really fun, don’t
get me wrong, but the people
have been really amazing and
super nice. It’s been one of the
kindest communities I've been
a part of,” said Woo.

COURTESY OF EVERETT WOO

Will Sueling ’26, a new play-
er on the team, described Woo
as a great captain and lead-
er. Woo organized important
scrimmages throughout the
offseason, which helped to in-
troduce new players like Suel-
ing to the team and get him up
to speed on Ultimate rules.

“He’s obviously good at Ul-

timate, and he brings a positive
spirit to matches and is always
uplifting. He did a lot of scrim-
mages in the winter [presea-
son]... so T feel T got to know
everybody and learn the rules
pretty quickly through that.
[His biggest demand from the
team] is to be interested and
come here to play. It’s not to
be super intense, but it’s to be
here and to want to play and all
that. He’s big on participation,”
said Sueling.

Woo explained the unique
nature of Ultimate encourages
the best type of people to join.
The self-officiation and “Spirit
of the Game” that sets Ultimate
apart from other sports relies
on responsible players with in-
tegrity, fostering a special wel-
coming and kind community.

“One thing about Ultimate
that’s different from other
sports is that there are no ref-
erees. The players themselves
have to make calls. That at-
tracts a very specific type of
person who’s willing to take
responsibility for their own
fouls and whatnot. There’s
this thing called ‘Spirit of the
Game’ in Ultimate which em-
phasizes trust, responsibility,
and communication with your
own team and the other team,”

said Woo.

Bill Ke ’27 noted that Woo’s
skill as an Ultimate player ul-
timately comes from his love
of the game. This enthusiasm,
in turn, inspires the rest of the
Ultimate team, who have had
their lives positively impacted
by their captain.

“He’s driven by a genuine
love for the game, and that al-
lows him to reach new heights
skill-wise, making him a real-
ly good leader of the Ultimate
team. He’s someone we not
only look up to on the field, but
also off the field, as he organiz-
es scrimmages, eats lunch with
us after the scrimmages, and is
generally a positive figure in
our lives, both skill-wise and as
a person,” said Ke.

This summer, Woo will play
club Ultimate for Boston Ul-
timate Disc Alliance, a Bos-
ton-based team that competes
at the national level. After
Andover, he plans to continue
playing club Ultimate in col-
lege.

“It’s been an honor and a
privilege to be captain. The
team makes it easy. Everyone
wants to be here. Everyone
cares. That’s what makes it
special,” said Woo.
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Ultimate Frisbee Loses by One Point to Both NMH and
Summerville in Weather-Disrupted, Neck-and-Neck Battles

ALEX GODSEY

FRIDAY 4/25

Andover

NMH

WEDNESDAY 4/30

Andover 10

Summerville 11

Last Saturday and Wednes-
day, Ultimate Frisbee suffered
narrow losses to Northfield
Mount Hermon (8-9) and
Summerville (10-11), extend-
ing its losing streak. Originally
scheduled to play both NMH
and Williston on Saturday, the
team saw the Williston match
canceled and the NMH game
cut short due to harsh weath-
I.

e}

Severe conditions disrupt-
ed the game against NMH,
ending at the end of the third
quarter. Co-Captain Everett
Woo ’25 expressed both pride
in the team and frustration
that the stormy conditions cut
a game short when momen-
tum was building in the team’s
favor.

“On Saturday, we played
Northfield Mount Hermon.
It was a tight game, and we
lost 8-9, which was frustrat-
ing since it was canceled by
lightning. We had some good
rhythm, but our team has been
improving, and we showed it
in that game,” said Woo.

Reflecting on the strides
of growth the team has made,
Paxton Auguste ’28 talked
about the systems and execu-
tion critical to Andover’s suc-
cess.

“We played zone defense,
where multiple people sur-
round the person holding the
disc, and it cuts away all op-
portunities up the field. We

did a great job swinging the
disc across the field, with four
different handlers, giving us
more opportunities and space
to get the disc up the field.
Today, we were handling un-
dercuts. Undercuts are when
you stand in front of the per-
son so that they can’t cut in to-
ward the thrower, and we did
a great job with that, which
caused the other team to drop
the disc and force turnovers,”
said Auguste.

The team is adjusting and
learning to build a communi-
ty. Dean Yang ’27 described
the importance of supporting
each other and its role in the
team’s overall play.

“A key part of our improve-
ment is that we aren’t getting
down on each other when we
make mistakes. Our coach
likes to say ‘relentless positiv-
ity” If someone makes a mis-
take, they know they made it.
You don’t have to yell or make
them feel bad. Instead, you
pick each other up after er-

rors. We struggled with that
a few games ago, and our at-
titude has significantly im-
proved since then,” said Yang.

Nate Goldberg ’27 and Woo
have been a strong duo on the

field. Auguste highlighted
their connection and praised
their performances against
NMH.

“Nate Goldberg and Ever-
ett Woo had strong chemistry
on Saturday. They made many
good plays and knew where
each other was on the field.
They were both talking, and if
they just keep that up, we will
have a good chance of winning
in the future,” said Auguste.

Elaborating on the previous
statement, Paxton illustrates
their play in the match against
Somerville. He noted an im-
pressive play by Goldberg and
Woo, highlighting their chem-
istry and skill in the game.

“Nate and Everett ex-
changed cutting into the end
zone and handling the disc.
First, Everett threw a deep

pass to Nate, and he caught it.
A tall defender guarded him,
but he read the disc better
than them. Then, Nate had the
disc against the sideline and
saw Everett cutting deep on
the opposite side of the field.
He threw it so that the throw
curved into him, which was
incredible,” said Auguste.

Andover will play at home
against Concord Academy on
Friday. Fueled by previous
clashes, Woo expressed antici-
pation and excitement.

“We have a game against
Concord Academy on Friday,
and it means a lot to many of us
with how we played last year,
and how we’re looking to re-
ciprocate those results in this
year’s game. So, we're looking
forward to playing that game
and winning,” said Woo.

Ultimate will play Concord
Academy on Friday, May 9.

Girls Water Polo Splits Doubleheader against

Loomis and Choate, Defeats Exeter in Overtime

EVA JACKSON

SATURDAY 5/3

Andover 4

Choate
SATURDAY 5/3

Andover 8

Loomis 4

10

Exeter 9

On Saturday, Girls Water Polo
faced Loomis Chaffee (Loom-
is) and Choate Rosemary Hall
(Choate) in a doubleheader. The
team, on Wednesday, defeated
Phillips Exeter Academy (Exeter)
in a thrilling, overtime victory.
Though both games on Saturday
got pushed back due to weather
conditions, the team stayed pos-
itive and pushed through fatigue
to play its hardest. The team pre-

served through fatigue on Sat-
urday and tough competition on
Wednesday, showing its determi-
nation and toughness.

The team also has learned to
keep its cool during tight situa-
tions and to slow down mentally
on offense. Sophia You 26 com-
mented on how the team has
learned to be patient and to find
good opportunities and subse-
quently reward them.

“Something we did well was
just staying calm and collect-
ed. Before as a team where we
would get frustrated a bit if things
weren’'t going our way or when
we wouldn’t know what to do,
we would throw the ball. But
now we're getting really good at
identifying opportunities and re-
warding them. Also, we’ve gotten
better at being patient and not
making any hasty decisions,” You
said.

Similarly, Co-Captain Ariana
Zhao 25 cited an increase in team
morale and focus over the week-
end.

“We were just very positive.
We had a lot of fun on Saturday.
It was a long day because we got
some delays due to the weather
and games being pushed back. T
thought we were always pretty
positive; we adapted pretty well.
Both of the teams that we played,
played pretty differently. So we
adapted our defense well.

We did a good job with keeping
cool, doing what we do, and not
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Ariana Zhao ’25 looks to bypass the opponent’s defense.

worrying too much,” said Zhao.

A consistent work ethic has
differentiated the team with play-
ers not shying away from working
extra hard to get the team a win.
You highlighted her teammate
Addison Deng 26 who left every-
thing in the pool to help the team
win after an exhausting day on
Saturday.

“Addison Deng did a good job.
For the second game, we were all
really tired. But she made sure to
counter hard every single time,
and she did a lot of extra swim-
ming, even though she was al-
ready tired from before,” You said.

Adding on to what You said,
Camden Schopler’27 commented
on the drive of the team and the
fact that no one is afraid of making
a mistake, since they know they
will make it up on defense.

“Everybody works really hard,
if anybody has the ball, they are
gonna shoot it. Nobody’s afraid
to shoot, a lot of other teams have
issues where some of the players
won’t shoot because they’re afraid
to miss but everybody on the team
is willing to shoot or miss. They
will match up with anybody on
defense,” said Schopler.

This Wednesday the team
earned each success in their game
against Exeter, having been down
the majority of the game. Schop-
ler commented on what the team
learned from that win and how
they fought back.

“It was pretty tense, we were
down by three in the beginning,
three to zero, but we got it back up,
then we were down by one before
we went into overtime and then
we were down again and then
shot and won,” said Schopler. She
continued ‘“Just have a positive
mindset and play your hardest
throughout the entirety, because
we were losing at multiple points
during the game, but in the end
we pulled out and won the game.”

Wednesday’s win against Ex-
eter was pivotal for the team be-
fore playoffs, where they worked
together seamlessly. Schopler
elaborated on her excitement for
the upcoming games and overtak-
ing teams with her team’s unity.

“Im really looking forward
to having us all play together be-
cause today’s game was very good
for the team, we really worked
hard together and had one mind.
Everyone was on the same page
so I'm excited to use that to over-
come games,” Schopler said.

The team will face Deerfield
Academy and Hopkins on Satur-
day.
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Girls Tennis
Remains Undefeated

ASHLEY SUH

Girls Tennis extends their
winning streak to an impressive
10-0, earning another full sweep
against Milton to add to their col-
lection. Having fought with de-
termination and grit for the past
weeks, Girls Tennis will start their
NEPSAC tournament play next
Saturday (5/17).

Evelyn Kung ’26 shares mo-
ments ~ of ~highlights  from_ the
match, especially praising team-
mate and captain Lena Cigan-
er-Albeniz ’25 for her quick vol-
leys and fast reactions to shots
which the team have been work-
ing on during the season .

“I thought Lena did a really
good job. T was playing on the
court right next to her at one point
and she was going for a lot of shots
and coming up'teithe net a lot and
putting a volley away, which™is

something we’ve been doing a lot
in practice,” said Kung.

Working to bring back the mo-
mentum for their harder matches
lined up, Kung expresses her ex-
citement and shares-insight into
what the team hopes to work on
for their tournament play starting
next Saturday.

“As a team, we’re working on
bringing more energy. I feel like
for NEPSACs we have a lot of our
harder matches and we haven’t
really played many hard matches
since -the beginning of the sea-
son, so we’re working on trying
to bring that back because a lot of
the teams we’ve been playing have
been weaker, so we haven’t had to
bring as much stamina and focus,”
said Kung.

Girls Tennis will play in the
NEPSAC tournament on Satur-
day, May 17.

Lena Ciganer-Albeniz ’25 (front) and Kendra Tomala ’26 warm-up before sweep against Milton.
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Track & Field Triumphs in Last Home Meet of the Season

AVIAD AWA

On Wednesday, Outdoor
Track & Field held its fi-
nal home meet of the season
against Concord Academy,
Cushing Academy, Montrose,
and the Cambridge School of
Weston (Cambridge). Spirits
were high going into the meet
and the favorable weather
further enhanced the positive
energy. Putting its best foot
forward, the team surpassed
its opponents in collective
points on both the Boys and
Girls side.

Sean Kim ’26 competed in
both the 400-Meter Race—
placing first in 52.14 sec-
onds—and the 4x400-Meter
Relay. Reflecting on the final
score, Kim attested to the all-
around strength of the pro-
gram.

“I don’t think there was
one event where we were par-
ticularly weak. Most events I
saw, it was pretty much An-
dover was in the top three in
each spot. Team morale was
really great the whole time.
I know everyone was always
cheering each other on. I
thought that was really cool,”
said Kim.

Particularly, though, Brady
Nelson ’27 noted Anya Budz-
inski ’26’s determined per-

The Girls 100-meter blasts off to a lighting start.

formances in the 800-Me-
ters and 4x400-Meter Relay.
Nelson described how, fol-
lowing a grueling race in the
800-Meters, Budzinski took
the 4x400-Meter Relay.
Nelson said, “[Anya] had a
really tough race during the
800, but, while being super
lactic, I saw how she bat-
tled through, and she went
for 4x400 as well. And that’s
stepping up, and she’s being a

big team player there. She did
great.”

The Girls 4x100-Meter Re-
lay team, comprising Co-Cap-
tain Naima Reid 25, Caitlin Ly
’27, Ela Budzinski ’28, and Ju-
lie Chan ’27, finished its race
in 48.54 seconds—its fastest
time this season. Ly com-
mented on the relay team’s
successes and its preparation
leading up to the event.

“To start off the running
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events of the meet, both boys
and girlsran great 4x100[-Me-
ter Relay] times.. We had
smooth handoffs like how we
practiced the days leading up
[to the meet], and our hard
work paid off as our time was
just tenth of a second off from
the school record,” Ly said.
Additionally, Ly praised
her relay teammates Reid and
Budzinski ’28 for their strong
performances in their events.

Reid scored a personal best,
running the 200-Meter in
26.83 seconds. Budzinski 28
placed first in the 400-Meter
and ran 26.90 seconds in the
200-Meter after being placed
in a slower heat due to a mis-
hap.

“A  notable performance
was Naima’s 200-Meter race:
she finally went under 27 sec-
onds, which is such an incred-
ible achievement as a sprint-
er. Also, before that, she had
already run the 4x100[-Meter
Relay] and the 400[-Meter
Dash], so the fact that she was
able to PR by almost half a
second is super impressive,”
Ly said.

Ly continued, “Another
person who stood out was Ela.
First, she was a part of our in-
credible 4x100[-Meter Relay]
team, and then she placed
first in her individual event of
the 400-Meters, and then for
her third event, despite some
setback, she got back up on
her feet and ran an impressive
200-Meter time with an al-
most six second gap between
her and her opponents.”

The team will compete at
the New England Prepara-
tory School Athletic Council
(NEPSAC) Division I Cham-
pionships on May 17.

Despite Two Losses, Golf Enters Big Weekend with Win Against St. Pauls

HAOYU ZHANG

After two tough home de-
feats against Dexter South-
field and Deerfield Acad-
emy, Andover Golf found
redemption on the road with
a commanding win against
St. Paul’s on Wednesday.
Although the team ended
last week on uneven greens
and hard-fought matches, it
started this week on a high
note as the team pulled to-
gether for a mentally resil-
ient performance.

Despite entering the Dex-
ter Southfield match on Fri-
day with confidence, Ando-
ver fell short. The greens at
Indian Ridge, riddled with
aeration holes, posed a sig-
nificant challenge that sti-
fled the team’s putting game
and momentum.

“We were putting on some
really terrible greens, for
Dexter, we could have done
a few things better for sure,
but it really came down to
course conditions. Still, no
one’s blaming anyone—just
tough luck,” said Ian Kim ’28

The next day’s match
against Deerfield was tight-
er than the final score of 3.5
to 8.5 might suggest. Most
matches came down to the
final holes, but again, Ando-
ver couldn’t capitalize in the
clutch.

“We definitely recognized
Deerfield as a tough oppo-
nent going in, a lot of match-
es were decided on holes 17
and 18. We just didn’t close
out,” said Kim.

Kevin Zheng 26 echoed
that assessment and cit-
ed improving iron play as a
positive take away from the
match.

“Our irons were absolute-
ly phenomenal. But when
we stuck a 50-degree wedge
to two feet, we’d still three-
putt on those aerated greens.
The conditions just killed
our putting,” said Zheng.

Still, some players made a
mark even in defeat. Zheng
highlighted Ann Zhao ’25’s a
strong performance early in
the match against Deerfield.
He also suggested that prac-
tice efforts had shown re-
sults—just not on greens that
resembled “pothole fields.”

“Ann played really well
against Deerfield. T watched
her first three holes. I didn’t
watch the end, which is
probably why she lost—but
those first few holes were
impressive. The holes were
the size of potholes—there
were thousands of them on
each green. It made putting
really difficult. Honestly,

that played a crucial role in
our loss,” said Zheng.

With lessons learned and
no aerated greens in sight,
the team traveled to St. Paul’s
on Wednesday and delivered
a decisive win, despite a rain
delay and a reshuffled roster.

“We didn’t have our usual
number one for varsity play-
ing, but even with a different
lineup, we came out with a
good win,” said co-captain
Heyon Choi ’25.

Kim also shouted out Se-
bastian Montemayor 27
for his grit at the top of
the lineup and ability to tie
with a tough opponent this
Wednesday.

“His opponent was having
the best round of his life...
Sebastian really stayed in it,
made a 10-footer for par to
tie everything up,” said Kim.

As the team looks ahead
to the III tournament this

weekend, players and coach-
es alike are focusing on men-
tal resilience and a sharper
competitive edge.

“We all know how strong
our team is, but we can’t just
rely on confidence. Golf is
a mental game. You have to
believe in yourself, but also
admit there are things to im-
prove. At least for me, I felt I
always let my guard down a
little in the beginning. Then
I realize on the third and
fourth holes that I need to
lock-in,” said Choi.

With improved putting
surfaces, stronger individu-
al play, and a hard-learned
humility, Andover Golf is
entering the Independent
International  Invitational
tournament this weekend
not just with momentum,
but with renewed purpose.
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Baseball Snaps Losing
Streak with Win Over
Exeter in Doubleheader

EVA JACKSON

Andover Baseball team split
their doubleheader against
Exeter this past Saturday, los-
ing its first game 2-1 and win-
ning their second game 8-2.
With that seeond game, the
team ended their seven-game
losing: streak, putting them
back on track for the restof
the season. Saturday wa$ also
Senior night, where the team
celebrated and showed ap-
preciation for their seniors.
Andy Du ’25 commented on
the excitement and positive
atmosphere-surrounding the
games on Saturday.

“The energy was pretty

high. It was senior night so
people were pretty -excited.
The ‘atmosphere was good,”

said Du.

With New England Prepa-
ratery School Athletic Coun-
cil (NEPSAC) playoffs start-
ing next week, the team is
optimistic about their perfor-

mance.

Baseball will play another
doubleheader against Deer-

field on Saturday.

Miles O’ Neil ’28 swings at bat, helping the team to breaking their losing streak.
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The Double-Edged Sword of Sports Gambling is Reshaping Sports

EVA JACKSON

Sports betting has undoubt-

edly changed the sports world,
but is this change for the bet-
ter or the worse? On one hand,
sports betting has expanded
the profitability and visibility of
sports, bringing more money in
for players, organizations, and
leagues alike. However, with the
uptick in viewership and atten-
tion to games, the seriousness
with which people take their
bets has downsides. There is
an increased number of hateful
messages being sent to athletes
of all sports, and the mental
health of athletes is sharply af-
fected.

In 2020, consulting firm Al-

tman Solon released a study
involving 14,000 people from
around the world and their re-
lationship to both sports and
sports betting. The study found
that in the U.S., 88% of bettors
regularly watched sports while
only 41% of non-bettors did.
Parlays and in-game bets have
increased the fervor and stakes
with which viewers pay atten-
tion to games. In 2022, Variety
Intelligence released a study on
the correlation between sports
betting and higher engagement
rates on sports games. The study
found that 52%
als would continue watching a
blowout game if they had placed
a bet, while only 32% would
continue if they didn’t have a bet
placed. While viewership num-
bers have increased, has sports
betting become dangerous to
both bettors and athletes? There
can be great joy in watching your
favorite team win, and making
some money off of it, too. But
when people solely watch games
to make a few bucks, what hap-
pens to the joy of sports?

of millenni-

Most fans cheer for the team

they grew up watching, have
family connections to, or that

represents their hometown.
However, Variety Intelligence
shows that a significant percent-
age of people of all ages become
fans of new teams due to sports
betting. 24% of Gen Z bettors,
30% of Millennial bettors, and
22% of Gen-X bettors became
fans of new sports teams due to
betting. While sports betting has
improved the quality of watch-
ing for many fans, it also trivial-
izes a sport you love, making it
less about supporting the team
you root for and more about
making money.

After the Supreme Court
struck down the federal ban on
state-authorized sports betting
in 2018, states across the coun-
try gained the ability to legalize
and regulate sports gambling on
their own terms. Thirty-eight
states permit sports betting,
thirty of them allowing people
to place bets from their phones.
The increase in permittance
means an increase in gambling
addictions and addiction crises.
NBC News reports that there is
an increase in calls to the gam-
bling addiction hotlines across
the country. These calls include
people who are losing their
homes, filing for bankruptcy, or
destroying their relationships. A
YouGov survey discovered that
31% of sports betters wager over
100 dollars each month. A recent
Investopedia study found that
bankruptcy filings increased by
approximately 28% within four
years of legislation in states that
legalized online sports betting.
According to Legal Sports Re-
port, market leaders FanDuel
and DraftKings have generated
40 billion dollars in the thir-
ty-eight states where sports
betting is legal. Americans have
wagered more than 450 billion
dollars since the legalization of
sports betting in 2018. An asso-
ciate professor at Northwestern
University’s Kellogg School of
Management told Investopedia

that researchers found that as
people increased their spending
on sports betting and gambling,
their investments and savings
declined significantly. Net in-
vestments in states that allowed
gambling decreased by 14% in
households.

With an increase in sports
betting, states are making more
money due to the taxes placed
on bets. In 2023, states made
1.8 billion dollars from taxes on
sports bets, helping to fund edu-
cation, counseling resources for
gambling addictions, and infra-
structure. Industry leaders have
also contributed to addressing
challenges. DraftKings, FanDu-
el, and Bally’s worked together
to form the Responsible Online
Gaming Association, investing
a total of 20 million dollars to
work to promote responsible on-
line gaming and to address prob-
lem gambling as the sports bet-
ting industry grows. Although it
is a step forward, the amount of
preventative measures for un-
controlled and reckless betting
is severely lacking.

Gambling of any kind is a pen-
dulum of unpredictability and
uncertainty. People can go from
doing extremely well to poorly
in a short span of time, or vice
versa. However, Sports betting
doesn’t just affect the bettors;
it affects the athletes as well.
When someone loses their hard-
earned money in a sports bet,
they often take their frustration
out on the athletes involved in
the game. For example, accord-
ing to an article by the NCAA,
twelve days after North Carolina
legalized sports betting, Arman-
do Bacot from North Carolina’s
men’s basketball team received
sports betting-related abuse via
social media in personal mes-
sages. The NCAA has worked to
protect athletes’ mental health
and, with Signify Health, to ad-
dress harassment. They found
that one in three athletes have

received abusive messages from
individuals invested in betting
outcomes, and that 90% of ha-
rassment is produced online.
Across the Division I Men’s and
Women’s Basketball champion-
ships, Signify AI flagged over
54,000 comments or posts for
potential threats or abuse to-
wards an athlete. Of the 54,000,
4,000 were confirmed as threat-
ening or abusive. Women’s bas-
ketball players received three
times as many threats as male
athletes; there were more than
540 abusive Dbetting-related
messages sent to basketball stu-
dent-athletes of both genders,
some even being death threats.
Not only are athletes affected,
but officials, coaches, adminis-
trators, and other sports-related
employees have been harassed
related to their involvement in
competitions.

While some people find im-
mense joy and success from
sports gambling, it costs others
their livelihoods. Gambling ad-
dictions have increased since
sports betting became legal, as
well as hateful messages to ath-
letes and people associated with
making competitive sports hap-
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pen. So what can be done? The
NCAA has had many initiatives,
including the Draw the Line
campaign, to help protect the
mental health and well-being
of athletes. The NCAA is calling
for a ban on “proposition bets,”
which are linked to specific ath-
letes, like if Lebron will score
over 30 in a game or if George
Kittle scores the first touch-
down, not the final result. Four
states have banned proposition
bets on specific collegiate ath-
letes, including Ohio, Vermont,
Louisiana, and Maryland.

Overall, sports betting is a
double-edged sword. While fun
and rewarding for some, it has
detrimental effects on others.
Which is stronger, the positive
or the negative? Although I be-
lieve the bankruptcy and death
threats to athletes point to the
negative, and gambling always
has downsides, it is possible for
sports betting to be safe and en-
joyable for all. However, stricter
control, regulation, and preven-
tative measures must be imple-
mented to ensure that sports
betting is safe for both the bet-
tors and the athletes.

Cycling Continues to Perform as Members Chase High Standings

HAOYU ZHANG

Cycling raced in its second-

to-last race of the season this
Wednesday. The rainy weather
highlighted the race, leading to
some team strategy complica-
tions.

Frank Hu ’26 mentioned that

the change in weather messed
up the team’s consistency. In
warmups,
crashed, leading to pulling out
of what would have been his
last race of the season.

Hu unfortunately

“I crashed during the warm-

ups. It was bad weather go-
ing into our race, and then it
cleared up, making me overcon-
fident. I was turning and must
have gone over a patch of sand
or debris. I lost control, and the

bike slid out from under me. I
smashed up my bike and had to
try to exchange it for another
one. I tried both Jasjit [Hargun
’27] and Eddy [Marrero ’28’s]
bikes because they had raced
previously in the Boys C race,
and they were done. Both of
them didn’t fit me, so I was un-
able to compete, said Hu.

The Boys C race came first,
before the weather had fully
cleared. Despite the challenging
conditions, Hargun and Marre-
ro did well, placing second and
fourth, respectively.

Porto said, “The Boys C rid-
ers, Jasjit Hargun and Eddy
Marrero, had to fight intense
rain and the fear of lightning
during their race. That was dif-
ficult, and 'm proud of their
hard work.”

Hu also commented on Har-
gun’s strategy and unfortunate
ending, to his race. Hargun had
led most of the race but was
overtaken in the final straight.

“Jasjit was doing well. He
was leading in Boys C for the
entire race. Unfortunately, he
was beaten in a sprint at the
end. He lost by 2.3 seconds. It
was unfortunate, but he did
well. He was getting tired be-
cause he led the pack, breaking
the wind for other racers. The
racer in second was riding off
his tail and not using as much
energy because Jasjit was doing
the wind-breaking for him. He
got exploited on that last lap,
which is probably why he lost
the sprint,” said Hu.

This race was also unique as
it was a more vertically chal-

lenging course. To prepare for
this race, Hu noted that the
team had planned a strategy for
approaching the race.

Hu said, “We planned a strat-
egy around the course. This
course started on a big down-
hill, ending on an uphill with
flat track in the middle. This
course is different from the oth-
er races we’ve ridden, so espe-
cially in Boys B, we talked about
strategy a lot, like catching up
to the Boys A kids, where to
sit, where to draft, and when to
sprint. I wasn’t able to use any
of it, but it was useful for the
other racers in the Boys B race.

Heading into the season’s
final race, Porto and Robinson
are in third individually for
Boys B. Meanwhile, Hargun and
Marrero are in first and second

in Boys C.

“For our Boys C, Jasjit Har-
gun is first overall, and Marrero
is second. For Boys B, I am in
third, tied with our captain, Da-
vid Porto, so our goals are to fin-
ish the season strong and secure
those overall podiums. Next
week is our league champion-
ship, so it’s double points, but
it’s also on a flat course with a
sprint at the end, so we’re going
to practice some of our sprint-
ing technique to make sure we
can finish as strong as possible,
said Matt Robinson ’27.

Cycling will race at New
Hampshire Motor Speedway
for its last race of the season
next Wednesday.
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Beyond the Blue: The Art Behind Blue Key Head Audition Outfits

FRANKHU 26

“T had a Hatsune Miku wig on, a
ripped up ‘Home’ Andover shirt,
my cycling bib on, then a tutu
around the cycling bib. To round
it off, T put paint on my face,
drew A’s on my legs, and put
handprints everywhere. Well to
be honest there really wasn’t any
inspo [behind it], I just asked my
friends for a little advice on the
outfit and what they had. T got
the wig and tutu from friends,
while the cycling bib shorts were
mine. The Andover ‘Home’ shirt
I cut up myself. It was kind of
perfect, as the skit I was given
was very girly. 'm just a bit sad
to see the ‘Home’ shirt go... I was
originally gonna use my Abbot
Cluster shirt, but I couldn’t find
it. [The outfit] really helped with
my nerves. People were looking
at me and they couldn’t even
recognize me, and so I felt like T
could basically do whatever with
100 percent confidence.”

WENDI WEI

Andover’s Blue Key Head Auditions are a selective, student-led tradition steeped in joy, laughter, and fun.
As the Class of 2026 throws on blue tutus and paint to earn a coveted spot, they are not just performing, but
learning what it really means to lead through school spirit.

MALCOLM TOLBERT 26

“T had purple crocs, blue socks, and blue tights that
were under my shorts. Which were these blue jelly-
fish shorts that I got off Amazon. I also had a blue suit
jacket, and a gorilla T-shirt. And then I had pit vipers
that my friend gave me and a blue wig. Honestly, I
just found whatever was blue and funny. I was given
a few recommendations from friends to wear the
gorilla shirt and T just decided to go with it. My given
skit was to pretend to be J.D. Vance and explain why I
killled] The Pope. I thought it was funny, so I wanted
my outfit to be the same. My outfit definitely helped
me be less nervous because it’s already silly enough.
There’s nothing else to be really nervous about be-
cause you already look so silly, so might as well go out
and be silly and as fun as you can be.”

ADDISON DENG 26

“I wore a Perry the Platypus
onesie, with a blue tutu and blue
bikini over it. T also had these
glasses that light up. I was the
first audition on Monday, so I
didn’t have much time to get my
fit prepared. Actually, I relied a
lot on Amazon one day delivery.
I was very excited, but also very
stressed. But one of my senior
friends who graduated in 2024,
Molly McKinnon ’24, texted
me right before my audition,
because she saw in the story that
T was going first, and she told
me, you got this, have so much
confidence, it’s always hard
going first. So I took her words
to heart and had fun with my
audition. I [also] heard my Na-
than Hale kids screaming Perry
the Platypus in the background,
which made me laugh. [The
outfits were] definitely very silly,
and it just says that I don’t care
about what other people say
about me and that I just want to

have fun... especially when 'm
with friends”

CHARLIZE SOW

Under the saturated neon-pink
lights of Pan Athletic Center’s
dance studio, Andover’s annual
K-pop show blended passion and
community last Wednesday eve-
ning. A packed audience pressed
forward in their seats, each cheer
after the next pulsing through the
room. Lying behind the tightly
executed choreography and mag-
netic stage presence was months
of practice in empty dance stu-
dios, shared playlists across dorm
rooms, and a collective love for
K-pop.

The show featured dance cov-
ers of popular K-pop hits, live mu-
sic renditions, and intermission
games hosted by two MCs. Dancer
Allegra Lee "27 described the en-
ergy shared between the audience
and the performers, celebrating
both artistry and community.

“This K-pop show was even
better than last year. The turn-
out was incredible, the audience
was so energetic, and I loved the
games and audience participation.
We did a whisper challenge with
noise-canceling headphones and
a K-pop trivia game. Everyone
prepared so well — it was crazy
how talented the dancersin JVNE
are. I was so proud to see everyone
come together and dance because
they love it. We also had way more
musical numbers this year. People
often forget K-pop is more than
dance — it’s also very musically
rich. That aspect was really show-
cased this year,” said Lee.

Behind the two-hour perfor-
mance was months of logistical
challenges and artistic decisions,
led by the board members of
K-pop Club who started planning

Andover’s K-pop Show Echoes With Contagious Energy

back in Winter Term. With stu-
dents balancing packed academ-
ic schedules and extracurricular
commitments, the preparation
process became a test of dedica-
tion and teamwork.

“From around midterms of
Winter Term, we had weekly
hour-long practices, usually in
Snyder [Center], but sometimes
in Borden [Memorial Gym] or
[George Washington Hall] (GW),
depending on what was available.
It got really busy, especially coor-
dinating rehearsals when you're
in a lot of numbers. But it was a
good experience — it helped me
stay organized and figure out de-
tails like costumes and lighting,
which T thought was really cool,”
said Lee.

What set the K-pop show apart
was not necessarily how polished
it was, but rather the driving mes-
sage of camaraderie behind it.
With no auditions required and
no experience necessary, anyone
with interest was welcomed to
perform. Dancer Adelyne Liu 28
highlighted how the easygoing
nature of the show encouraged a
learning environment.

“The K-pop show [is] a much
more relaxed, fun atmosphere.
There were no auditions, so it
felt more accessible and created a
high-energy environment where
people could just enjoy them-
selves instead of worrying about
perfect execution. We really tried
to be understanding and sup-
portive of each other. The K-pop
show is welcoming to all skill lev-
els, so some people were newer
to dancing. In my group for ‘Like
OOH-AHH, one member had
never danced before, so I spent
time working with her one-on-
one during conference periods or
department meeting times to go
over the choreography,” said Liu.

Students captivated audiences in Pan Athletic Center’s Dance Studio.

As the night wound towards
its final act, the show took a shift
towards an emotional sendoff.
“Rock With You” by Seventeen,
performed by a group of ten Se-
niors that live together in the stack
Bertha Bailey, stood out with its
synchronized movements, seam-
less transitions, complex lifts, and
a level of cohesion that spoke to
years of friendship and communi-
ty. Performer Eric Wang 25 spoke
to the preparation and symbolism
behind the act.

“A lot of us grew to really en-
joy [the show] and treasure the
memories we made from it. ‘Rock
with You’ is kind of an expression
of love. Since we're all Seniors, it
felt like a final send-off for our last

year at PA. It was a really good
experience to challenge myself
and go outside my comfort zone.
Also, it was a good challenge to
try teaching the dance — since 1
was one of the more experienced
members, I helped teach others,
and that was a really valuable ex-
perience. We made some really
good memories, especially in our
final year here;” said Wang,

In the days after the perfor-
mance, memories of K-pop Show
lingered, not just in recordings or
social media posts, but also in the
reflections and take-aways from
performers and audience mem-
bers alike.

“I wanted to show people that
you can do hard things. K-pop is

E.LIU/THE PHILLIPIAN

honestly one of the hardest things
T've ever done. I started as a bal-
let dancer, and for a long time I
thought that was all T could do.
But I learned that’s not true. Just
starting small — maybe with a
one-minute number — can be re-
ally impactful and help you grow
as a dancer. I saw so many new
people who had never danced be-
fore the show, and they improved
so much over time. Dance is some-
thing really special and exciting.
It’s a way to express yourself and
be part of a community, and ev-
eryone should have the chance to
experience that,” said Lee.
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Clothing for a Cause: PA Wings Initiative Hosts Successful Thrift Event for Charity

MAGGIE SHU &
NATE DAROCHA

Racks of clothing, a con-
stant flow of students, and
booming music set the scene
for the PA Wings Initiative’s
thrift pop-up, a student-led
fundraiser that aims to give
worn apparel a fresh start.
The event, which combined
philanthropy, community,
and sustainability, was a ma-
jor success, raising an impres-
sive amount for charity. Both
students and faculty came to
shop, support friends, and ul-
timately help a worthy cause.

Coheads Sean Griggs ’26
and Robert Budzinski ’26
described the excitement of
seeing their planning come
to fruition. Griggs recalled
the satisfying feeling of a
big turnout, after they had
worked hard to coordinate
the event. Even casual shop-
pers, whether aware of it or
not, were helping the club
donate to those in need. PA
Wings Initiative is potential-
ly going to give the money to
the Lazarus House, a charity
focused on providing shelter,
food, and other resources to
people in need.

“Robert and I helped to set
up everything for the thrift...
it was a new experience, [and
it] ran pretty smoothly. Espe-
cially when people began fil-
ing in, and I think at its peak,
maybe 20 minutes after we
started, I think we had maybe
50 or 60 kids in there at once.
So it was really great to see
how many people came out to
both support the club if they
knew what it was, but also to

come to the thrift store and,
knowing or unknowingly,
their donations and the mon-
ey that they’re spending on
these clothes is going to go to
a good cause.

Chloe Abou-Ezzi ’27 ini-
tially attended the event to
support a friend, but in the
process, discovered the excit-
ing aspect of thrifting culture.
What began as an obligation
transformed into a genuine
shopping experience, particu-
larly when she found a quirky
Mona Lisa T-shirt.

“My friend Laura was
helping run [the PA Thrift],
so I just thought I'd go sup-
port her. I got a really funny
Mona Lisa T-shirt, so that
was definitely my favorite
part. I thought it was funny,
so I bought it as a joke. And
the music, the music was low-
key hype... I think the selec-
tion was pretty good,” said
Abou-Ezzi.

Board member Drew Wasy-
lyshyn ’26 also noted the
event’s upbeat and welcom-
ing atmosphere as a major
accomplishment. With music
playing, people smiling, and
even Paresky Commons staff
stopping by to shop, the event
created a lively, communi-
ty-driven space.

“I’d say a highlight was just
the overall vibe of the thrift. It
was a great time. We brought
a speaker in, we were play-
ing music, and we made it a
very welcoming environment.
Even some of the [Paresky]
Commons workers decided to
come shop at the thrift, and
it was really great. Everyone
was smiling and laughing and
looking through clothes, and
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The PA Wings Intiative thrift pop-up drew students into Paresky Lower Right.

having fun,” said Wasylyshyn.

Ashley Suh ’27 also attend-
ed the thrift intending to sup-
port a friend, but soon found
herself fully immersed in the
experience. Impressed by
the vast collection, she also
found herself in awe of the
organization and tidiness of
the event, making it easy for
her to discover new pieces.
Suh expressed awe for the
thrift’s mission and is looking
forward to donating to future
causes.

“A few of my friends and I
thought we would go and see
what they have and support

her. I found this really cute
Vineyard Vines shirt, and it
was such a steal. It was $5, it
was really cute, and I thought
they had a lot of good stuff.
I would definitely donate to
the PA Thrift events because
I could see that they were go-
ing to good use. I didn’t think
there was anything that could
be improved. It was very well
organized and very tidy,” said
Suh.

Wasylyshyn hoped attend-
ees would leave with a deeper
appreciation for how simple
acts, like donating clothing,
can  significantly = impact

someone else’s life. He em-
phasized that fundraisers like
the thrift event are effective
and crucial in supporting
those in need.

“T hope that [the attend-
ees] took away how donat-
ing clothes can really elevate
and improve someone’s life. T
think that it’s such a small act
that has so much potential to
brighten someone else’s day.
Fundraisers like these are
really critical to help out our
community and the people
struggling around us,” said
Wasylyshyn.

DANIEL ZHANG

Elson Courtyard was bus-
tling with music, conversa-
tion, and the enticing aromas
of Asian cuisine on Friday
night as the Asian Women
Empowerment Club hosted
its highly anticipated annual
Night Market. Tables crowd-
ed the courtyard as students
browsed a vibrant selection
of food stands representing
a diverse range of Asian cul-
tures from popular drinks like
boba milk tea to savory snacks
such as onigiri, pani puri, and
Jin ramen. Despite a sudden
downpour mid-event, spirits
remained high. The lines at
food booths barely thinned,

Elson Courtyard Comes Alive with Culture at

as students laughed, ate, and
supported one another in a
warm display of cultural ap-
preciation.

The Night Market was
unique in that, unlike many
affinity spaces that are re-
served for students of cer-
tain identities, this event was
open to everyone. As an in-
clusive cultural celebration,
the Night Market allowed
students of all racial, ethnic,
and gender identities to learn
about and enjoy the cultures
of their Asian peers. Christina
Appau ’27, who attended the
event to support her room-
mate, one of the club’s co-
heads, shared her thoughts on
the experience.

“I think it’s very beautiful.
The night market was very

close-centered and it’s a very
intimate space. There are cul-
tural foods we can try in case
we haven’t been exposed to
them before. This is my first
time trying boba, and it was
really nice,” said Appau.

The sense of joy and curi-
osity was shared by organiz-
ers as well. Kaya Mangani ’27,
a board member of the Asian
Women Empowerment Club,
reflected on the smooth plan-
ning process and praised the
team’s ability to execute their
vision successfully.

“We’ve had tons of people
come in. The planning pro-
cess was smooth, we figured
out what we needed and or-
dered everything. Setup went
well, and I think the event has
run smoothly overall” said
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Asian Women Empowerment Club’s Annual Night Market

Mangani.

However, the event was
not without its challenges.
According to Chloe Park 27,
co-head of the Asian Wom-
en Empowerment Club, it
was difficult to find a faculty
chaperone due to the Board of
Trustees meeting. In addition,
sourcing authentic ingredi-
ents for some of the more
specialized dishes required
extra effort and coordination.
Still, Park was proud of how
the night turned out and was
especially moved by how en-
gaged attendees were with
the cultural offerings.

“Alot of people didn’t know
some of the foods, and it was
great to see how excited they
were and how they were just
as excited as T was to share it
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with them,” said Park.

The Night Market is the
club’s most popular event of
the year, and Park is already
thinking ahead to how they
can make it even better next
time. She emphasized the im-
portance of maintaining tra-
dition while making room for
improvement.

“There will probably be a
few changes, especially with
the food. We’ll consider what
people are clinging to. We
definitely want more drinks
next year, we had a lot of food,
but not enough drinks. Other
than that, this event is a tra-
dition for our club, and we
want to stick as close to it as
we can,” said Park.
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ADEN HWANG

As the final chord of the
main theme from “Star Wars”
resonated powerfully, the
audience in John Barry Hall
erupted with applause. Last
Sunday, the Academy Wind
Ensemble ended its 2024-
2025 season with a “Star
Wars” themed concert. The
performance featured a di-
verse range of repertoire,
from excerpts from the “Star
Wars” soundtrack to an ar-
rangement of “Stairway to
Heaven” by Led Zeppelin to
“La Creation du Monde,” a
ballet by Darius Milhaud.

For many performers, play-
ing “Star Wars” music brought
back a wave of nostalgia for
their first time watching the
films. Anthony Diaz ’25 re-
flected on the thrill of watch-
ing “The Return of the Jedi”
as he performed the Battle
of the Forest, an iconic song
from the movie’s soundtrack.

“I’'m a big Star Wars fan, so
getting to perform amazing
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May the Scores Be With You: Academy Wind

music by John Williams was
an amazing time to play with
the band and show off my
clarinet skills. I was especial-
ly excited to play the ‘Impe-
rial March. That’s one of my
favorite songs from the entire
Original Trilogy. But I also re-
ally enjoyed the Battle of the
Forest. 1 vividly remember
watching Return of the Jedi.
That song during the forest
battle was amazing. Great
fight scene, and performing it
sparked joy in me,” said Diaz.

For audience members
such as Maya Tomlinson ’28,
the concert offered more than
just entertainment—it was a
vivid celebration of musical
skill and the spirit of the orig-
inal “Star Wars” score.

“It was absolutely amazing.
Both ensembles were great—
the Andover Contemporary
one and the Wind Ensemble.
The covers were fantastic and
dramatic—very = memorable
and reminiscent of the origi-
nal songs. It was a really good
homage to the original mov-
ies,” said Tomlinson.

As the ensemble’s last con-

cert of the year, graduating
Senior Diaz reflected on his
time with the music program,
expressing gratitude for the
challenges he faced and the
opportunity to perform along-
side passionate musicians.

“As a Senior, I feel very ap-
preciative of performingin the
band. Personally, I've thought
of my Andover experience
and what T want to leave on
campus after 'm gone,” Diaz
said. “I would definitely like
to leave [my musical talents]
here, especially for people
watching these performances
and hopefully inspiring them
to watch more concerts when
I’'m gone. Musically, joining
this band has greatly helped
with clarinet experience and
performance skills so I'm
really glad I got to play for
a band as great as this,” said
Diaz.

Cyrus Law ’27, a clarinetist
in the Wind Ensemble, shared
his thoughts on performing
“Star Wars” music for the first
time, highlighting the excite-
ment of playing such iconic
pieces.

Ensemble Performs Thrilling Star-Wars-Themed Concert

“The Star Wars score has
this grand cinematic quality,
and playing those pieces with
the band made it feel like we
were part of something much
bigger. The energy during
‘The Imperial March’® was
especially powerful, it re-
ally brought the whole per-
formance to life. Preparing
for something like this goes
beyond just practicing the
music, it’s about connecting
with the emotion behind it.
For ‘Star Wars, you’re playing
music that represents iconic
scenes and characters, so you
have to immerse yourself in
those moments. It made each
performance feel more mean-
ingful,” said Law.

Law shared his thoughts
on how the audience’s energy
can affect the performance,
noting that their reactions
play a significant role in fuel-
ing the musicians on stage.

“The energy from the audi-
ence really does impact how
we perform. When the crowd
is excited, it pushes us to give
more, to put even more into
each note. After ‘Princess
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Leia’s Theme, the applause
felt so enthusiastic, and it
gave us this boost to finish
the concert even stronger. It’s
amazing how music can cre-
ate that connection with the
audience,” said Law.

Beyond the music itself,
Tomlinson emphasized the
talent of the student perform-
ers and the importance of rec-
ognizing and supporting their
work. While many concerts
remain under-attended, she
hopes that events like this one
demonstrate the exceptional
quality of Andover’s musical
programming.

“I recommend a lot more
people go to our musical per-
formances. I feel like a lot of
people don’t really under-
stand how talented the musi-
cians here are. We’re just so
good, and we get to watch all
these incredible recitals for
free on a weekly basis. A lot of
people don’t take advantage
of that, and they should,” said
Tomlinson.

Seniorities on Stage: Seniors Take a Final Bow in a Joyful Drama Labs Show

DANIEL LIU &
MATTHEW WEI

Laughter echoed through the
Tang Theatre as students enjoyed
final senior shows filled with
humor, heart, and just the right
amount of chaos. The mostly-Se-
nior cast embraced their final cur-
tain call with clever scripts, quirky
characters, and the electric energy
that defines Drama Labs. From
last minute rehearsals to a judg-
ment-free crowd, the night was a
joyful celebration of theater as a
creative playground.

Sebastian Lemberger "25 spoke
from the perspective of both an
actor and producer, highlighting
the relaxed, witty atmosphere
that Drama Labs takes after. In his
last term at Andover, Lemberger
found a team of seniors to share
his final experiences with, wrap-
ping up his final act with a tight
rehearsal schedule.

“We had two shows over the
entire term. One of them was en-
tirely Freshmen and the other
show was entirely Seniors. Being
a senior, I was in the entirely se-
niors one. I think, at least speaking
from the senior end, a lot of [pro-
ducers] procrastinated until the
end, myselfincluded. But I think it
all came together well in the end,”
said Lemberger.

Emphasizing Drama Lab’s
role in welcoming newcomers,
Lemberger viewed this last per-
formance as a last chance for stu-
dents who want to take a chance
on a new passion, relishing in the
unique experience of alow-stakes,
yet exciting show.

“It was nice to see a bunch
of people who had never done
any theater whatsoever in their
life get the chance to participate
in something before leaving the
school. It was their first time do-
ing theater, and so we were going
from basically zero to a show, and
I think that was a lot of fun,” said
Lemberger.

For Lemberger, the real en-
joyment came from a rehearsal
process full of friends and care-
free laughter. Upholding Drama
Lab’s reputation of a leisurely yet
focused community, Lemberger
emphasized the rare notability of
a space where everyone feels that
they can be themselves, confident
and ready to enchant the audience
with jokes and gags.

“The pieces were mainly what-
ever directors were just getting
their friends to do something be-
cause it would be fun, so I think
that one thing that I will miss
about drama labs is how goofy it is
generally, because you don’t often
get those opportunities where you
have a basically a judgment free
performance opportunity that
is also a full performance,” said
Lemberger.

Similarly, Felisha Li ’28 felt
comfortable in the jubilant and
welcoming atmosphere, connect-
ing different scenes to her own
life. Paying attention to the small
details, Li noticed the craft in ev-
ery prop, giving props to the di-
rectors.

“I think they’re really interest-
ing. There were a lot of props. So
I thought that was really cool, be-
cause that probably takes a lot of
skill. The last show was Hamilton

COURTESY OF WINSTON WALL/THE PHILLIPIAN

Byron Johnson ’25 and Sebastian Lemberger ’25 performed in one final production at Andover.

based, because I watched Ham-
ilton a couple of years ago, and it
sounded really familiar. Every-
one was really hyped up, they all
laughed and reacted to whatever
was going on,” said Li.

For Athena Zhang ’25, the
magic of the night lay in trans-
formation. Watching friends dis-
appear into their roles, she found
herself taken aback by just how
convincingly they shed their re-
al-life identities.

“T don’t have a single favorite

scene, but I was especially im-
pressed with Cathy Ma [25]’s act-
ing—it was the first time I'd seen
her perform, and she was amaz-
ing. Will Ge [25] and Cathy both
did a great job embodying their
characters. Will had to play three
or more different roles, and each
one had a distinct personality.
They played their parts in such a
way that I didn’t think of them as
the actors — I believed in the char-
acters,” said Zhang.

Matt Robinson ’27 came not

just to see a show, but to say good-
bye. For him, the performance
was more than entertainment, it
was a final chance to see friends
like do what they loved before
graduation.

“I have a lot of friends who are
in it. They’re seniors, and I hav-
en’t been able to go to one before.
And since it was their last perfor-
mance, I thought T wanted to go
and see them before they graduat-
ed,” said Robinson.
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