
Granted the Lorant fel-
lowship for “most earnest 
endeavor,” Margot Furman 
’25 took the stage during last 
Friday’s All-School Meeting 
(ASM) to share her expe-
riences as a volunteer sup-
porting Ukrainian refugees. 
She spoke about her work 
with displaced children, the 
challenges they face, and the 
sense of purpose she found 
in creating a safe, welcoming 
space for them during a time 
of upheaval.

Furman’s fellowship took 
her to Ireland, where she 
volunteered with Candle of 
Grace, an organization sup-
porting Ukrainian women and 
children fleeing the ongoing 
conflict. Mainly involving 
programs for young children 
who had lost their homes, 
Furman focused on helping 

them find stability in this dif-
ficult transition. She empha-
sized the importance of mak-
ing a difference within one’s 
own community.

“My biggest takeaway 
from the Lorant [Fellowship], 
even though I did go abroad, 
is that you can make an im-
pact wherever you land. The 
idea of thinking globally but 
acting locally. There is al-
ways something you can do 
in your local community that 
can help so many other peo-
ple. In Ireland, Lily and the 
organization Candle of Grace 
acted for people in their local 
community and created such 
a great community there. But, 
of course, their impact was 
spread all across the world 
and still is,” said Furman.

During her speech, Fur-
man shared that this experi-
ence transformed her under-
standing of what ‘home’ could 
mean, a theme that was cen-
tral to her speech.

“I learned that home is cre-

ated through the compassion 
and connections that we find 
and share along the way. It’s 
where family and love thrive, 
even in the most challenging 
of times. Helping these chil-
dren feel warmth, love, and 
compassion gave me an echo 
of the sunshiny feeling they 
remembered from Ukraine,” 
said Furman in her ASM pre-
sentation.

Furman recalled teach-
ing the children songs on the 
ukulele. At the end of their 
three weeks together, they 
performed a song entitled 
“Obijmy,” which translates 
from Ukrainian to “Hug Me.” 
Jonathan Oh ’27 shared how 
this music performance ex-
emplified his vision of com-
passion and feeling at home 
in Andover.

Veritas Super OmniaVOL. CXLVII, No. 26 NOVEMBER 15, 2024

Eighth Page, A10Commentary, A2 Arts, B6
SUBSCRIBE/ADVERTISE

Email us with requests: 
phillipian@phillipian.net

Subscribe online at:
phillipian.net/subscribe.

Alum Band ConcertPAFH Goes for Gold
This week Girls Field Hockey ended 
their regular season with a win 
against Exeter and then beating 
Milton in their first playoff game.

On Competition Clubs
Philip Meng ’26, Ishaan Padmawar 
’26, and Suvir Virmani ’25 cover how 
Andover has dealt with recent com-
petition clubs, specifically DECA. 

LOTW: Charles Vest
“Walk, walk, fashion baby.”

Sports, B1

winter is coming...

Occurring simultaneously 
with Andover/Exeter (A/E) 
weekend, the Board of Trust-
ees gathered from Novem-
ber 8 to November 9 for the 
2024 Fall Trustee weekend. 
The weekend’s agenda fo-
cused specifically on student 
wellness and the Trustees 
were also joined by the An-
dover Development Board 
(ADB), a group of alumni who 
stay closely connected to the 
school. 

Amy Falls ’89, P ’19, ’21, 
President of the Board of 
Trustees, outlined the Trust-
ees’ principal objectives over 
the weekend. She also de-
scribed how student well-be-
ing, teaching and faculty, and 
financial sustainability are all 
evaluated to continue pursu-
ing excellence for Andover. 

Falls said, “Primary goals 
this Fall term were to review 
some of the larger long-term 
planning exercises that are 
happening on campus, maybe 
known as road-mapping ex-
ercises. It has been a compre-
hensive effort led by [Head of 
School] Dr. [Raynard] Kington 
to look at, broadly, how we 
sustain excellence. It has a lot 
to do with a particular focus 
on teaching and the faculty on 
student well-being and then 
on financial sustainability. 
Those are the three big buck-
ets.”

As well as discussing and 
meeting amongst themselves, 
the Trustees and the ADB also 
met with multiple student 
groups on Saturday to discuss 
mental health on campus. Ac-
cording to Julia LaMarche ’25, 
Co-Head of Students in Medi-
cine, students from health-re-
lated groups had one-on-one 
conversations with Trustees 
about student well-being. 

“The [Trustees met with 
the] Student Wellness Collab-
orative, which is made up of 

the leaders of all the health 
clubs on campus: Students 
in Medicine, Self Care Bears, 
Yes+, Active Minds,  along 
with the [Empathy, Balance, 
and Inclusion] Uppers and Se-
niors,” said LaMarche. 

LaMarche continued, “This 
whole meeting was designed 
to talk about health at Ando-
ver. So each of the students 
was assigned a table in [Pare-
sky] Commons with about 
ten or 12 board members, and 
they asked us questions about 
health, questions about our 
experience at Andover, and 
stuff like that.”

According to LaMarche, 
the Trustees were specifical-
ly curious about the Rebec-
ca M. Sykes Wellness Center 
counseling resources, the 
cell phone task force, and 
nutrition. The conversations 
allowed students and board 
members to connect. How-
ever, LaMarche said she does 
not yet know of any changes 
that will be implemented as a 
result of this dialogue. 

Additionally, the Trustees 
met with Nick Zufelt, Instruc-
tor in Computer Science, and 
multiple students to discuss 
the future of the computer 
science curriculum. Pragun 
Seth ’25 noted that the meet-
ing focused on artificial in-
telligence (AI)  usage in the 
classroom. 

“For the computer science 
event, Dr. Zufelt invited stu-
dents with varying levels of 
computer science experience 
at the school. For example, I 
was a new Upper but some of 
the students have been here 
since [Junior] year and the 
only computer science class 
they took was in the fall of 
their Freshman year. I think 
that really showcases the 
breadth of the experience that 
the student body has,” said 

Andover Honors Congressman Seth W.  
Moulton ’97 and Captain Hunter Washburn 
’00 at 15th Annual Veterans Day Program
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Lorant Fellow Margot Furman ’25 Works with 
Candle of Grace to Help Displaced Ukrainian Children
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Perkins & Will architects 
started the process of de-
signing new dorms during a 
meeting with Cluster Coun-
cil representatives on Friday, 
November 1. The project in-
cludes the construction of a 
quad located behind Graves 
Hall, capable of housing 120 
to 160 students in three to 
four dorms. 

Instead of expanding An-
dover’s student body, the new 
quad would enable students 
to transition out of the small-
er Abbot dorms, which could 
then be repurposed as faculty 
housing. The motive behind 
this change is to reduce the 
strain on faculty by consoli-
dating housing, as each dorm 
is required to have at least one 
resident faculty member. Al-
berto Agudo Dieguez PG’25 
elaborated on the architects’ 
objectives.

“The plan that they have 
is expanding the Abbot cam-

pus to take away the smaller 
dorms, the ones that are five, 
four people, and merge those 
dorms. Those [new] dorms 
wouldn’t be more capacity for 
the school, they would just be 
larger dorms which require 
less faculty to be run… the 
smaller dorms are much more 
heavy for faculty to run. Be-
cause you need more people, 
more faculty per student ra-
tio,” said Agudo Dieguez.  

Though architects have al-
ready begun gathering ideas, 
the project is still in an ear-
ly stage. Tracy Sweet, Chief 
Communications Officer, 
described the many factors 
going into determining the 
feasibility of the dorms’ con-
struction.

“It’s critical to note that 
the project itself has not got-
ten the green light from the 
Board of Trustees. Everything 
is preliminary and based on 
draft plans that could change. 
Part of the planning includes 

IAN S. KIM &
NIKI TAVAKOLI

Architects Meet With 
Students in Prospective 
Dorm Building Project
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COURTESY OF PHILLIPS ACADEMY
The Veterans Day Program this year consisted of a conversation with U.S. Congressman Seth W. Moulton ’97, a 
keynote address delivered by Captain Hunter D. Washburn ’00, and a dinner.
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Margot Furman ’25 presented the culmination of her work in Ireland with Ukrainian Children as a Lorant Fellow 
at All-School Meeting.

Andover students, faculty, 
and alumni gathered for the 
15th Annual Veteran’s Day 
Program, hosted by the Office 
of Alumni Engagement and 
the Andover and the Military 
(AATM) committee on No-
vember 7. The evening was 
split into two parts and sought 
to highlight Andover’s legacy 
of public service.

The first part of the pro-
gram was a conversation with 
the U.S. Congressman Seth W. 
Moulton ’97, Marine Corps 
Veteran and Representative 
for Massachusetts’s 6th Re-
gional District. During the 
conversation, Moulton de-
tailed his journey to becom-
ing a Marine Corps Officer 
and eventually a House Rep-
resentative. Jaewon Choi ’28’s 
grandfather was a veteran in 
the Korean and Vietnam War. 

With his personal connection, 
Choi his general takeaways 
from the conversation.

“This is a very important 
time, at least for the democ-
racy inside the United States, 
and I feel that this opportuni-
ty is a very distinct opportu-
nity because Andover shares 
an array of great alumni that 
have served for its country, 
both in the military and for 
public service. [I learned] 
more about how this sense of 
non sibi extends beyond just 
our time here. I learned that 
we have so many great alum-
ni who have sacrificed a lot 
for this country and their own 
respective countries, serving 
the military and for public 
service,” said Choi. 

Katja Latva-Kokko ’26 ex-
pressed her appreciation for 
the chance to exchange ques-
tions with Moulton in person. 
As a day student living in An-
dover, Latva-Kokko highlight-
ed her unique connections 

with Congressman Moulton 
and spoke on the importance 
of having such conversations 
in especially polarizing times. 

“Hearing Seth Moulton 
talk about his policies and 
also about the state of democ-
racy was really eye-opening 
and also kind of soothing to 
some of our worried Dem-
ocratic students… The most 
meaningful part [of the con-
versation] for me was having 
the opportunity to ask ba-
sically anything our repre-
sentative and to get an open 
and honest answer, even if it 
wasn’t something that I nec-
essarily agreed with like one 
of his policies. But it felt good 
to know that I have a personal 
connection to the people that 
are representing us,” said Lat-
va-Kokko.

STAFF REPORT

Continued on A5, Column 1

Read about The Rippers, fea-
turing Sam August ’10, and their 
interactive performance this past 
Satruday in Susie’s.
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takes to dwell on pointless emo-
tions, it seemed more reasonable 
to save the energy for making ac-
tual progress.

Little by little, I tried to scout 
for the simple things that I could 
appreciate daily. Every morning, 
I looked up at the sky to see if I 
could comment on the sunny 
weather. When the weather 
didn’t cooperate, I traced back to 
parts in my classes, sports, or or-
chestra rehearsals that I had en-

Pep Rally at Andover is a moment of exhilaration 
and anticipation. As we gather behind the teams 
representing us, dress ourselves in blue and white, 
and cheer with all our hearts, there is an electricity 
in the air that is hard to describe. While the 
unexpected flash of a camera can sometimes feel like 
a pull out of the moment, the filming of an Andover 
Admissions video at Pep Rally revealed something 
more: a common desire among students to share 
these experiences beyond the school community. 
Despite the sudden presence of the cameras and an 
unexpected intermission to cheer for a social media 
post, there is still a part of us that finds value in 
expressing school spirit and our genuine excitement 
during these times of school-wide unity.

Whether it be the new Andover Admissions 
Instagram reel posted after each school event or 
the slew of videos posted on the Phillips Academy 
YouTube channel, Andover’s official social media 
presence serves as a channel to the outside world. 
In many ways, social media is the most efficient and 
accessible method through which Andover can offer 
others a glimpse into its offerings and opportunities. 
Like any other school of its caliber and prestige, 
Andover takes care to cultivate. Although students 
might see this outward-facing content as “fake” or 
“staged,” the purpose of these videos is not to create a 
false image of Andover, but rather to capture the spirit 
that can draw those from outside the community 
in. It can be hard to encapsulate the vivid emotions 
that we feel during intimate conversations with our 
roommate in our dorms, the excitement when we 
score well on a math test, or the anticipation we feel as 
we work up the courage to ask our crush to the Abbot 
dance. These experiences are personal and private, 
anyway. But because the genuine joy and energy 
that enlivens the campus in times of celebration 
or competition are much easier to be captured in a 
video or described in a post, these moments are often 
the ones that make an appearance on social media 
in order to give people unfamiliar with Andover a 
snippet of what true Andover life is like. 

Although the process of filming or posing for 
social media content can feel superficial at times, 
at its core, the footage and photos on Andover’s 
social media pages are rooted in authenticity. At Pep 
Rally, we did not attend with the knowledge that 
an Admissions video would be filmed. However, 
even with the spontaneous videoing and directions 
on how to cheer for the camera, our excitement 
wasn’t manufactured purely for the cameraman — 

it was organic, stemming in our pride for Andover. 
Similarly, pictures of students on the lawn, in class, 
or on the field may seem, and often can be, posed, 
but nevertheless they embody an essence of Andover 
that exists beyond the scope of the image, video, or 
social media post. 

Furthermore, it’s important for us to remember 
that most viewers of Andover’s social media pages 
are people who are not direct members of our 
community, including prospective students. These 
people are looking to get a sense of what Andover 
is really like beyond the statistics and numbers that 
can be found online. They don’t want to watch a 
student or administrator sitting in front of a camera, 
reading a generic script that describes their love 
for Andover’s community and people, but rather to 
see the community and people in a candid way for 
themselves. They want to understand what makes 
Andover’s community so special, and an event 
like the Pep Rally embodies just that. Even though 
these instances seem like a regular part of our lives 
here, these colorful glimpses of school spirit and 
enthusiasm can make all the difference for students 
on the verge of applying. 

As students, once we’ve settled into the 
environment at Andover and the dazzle of novelty 
wears into the familiar, it’s inevitable that we will 
come to know all the facets of Andover, good and 
bad. Stress, heavy workloads, late nights and all-
nighters are realities of student life here in Andover. 
But so are the blue and white ‘A’s we paint on our 
faces for Andover/Exeter (A/E), so are the close 
friendships we form through screaming our lungs 
out in the bleachers together, so are the pride and 
reverence gleaming on our faces when our teams 
win a game. Yes, these scenes are often showcased on 
social media, but that doesn’t make their emotional 
significance any less genuine. Despite the fact that 
they may feel manufactured, they are made possible 
only because of our intrinsic enthusiasm. In fact, 
these moments can serve as crucial touchstones, 
the experiences we look back on when the days are 
tough and the burdens heavy. They’re heartwarming 
reminders of why we came to Andover and why 
we choose to stay here through the highs and lows: 
for the energy before A/E, for the people that make 
Andover a second home, for our shared love of this 
place and all that it has become for us.   

This Editorial represents the opinions of The 
Phillipian, vol. CXLVII.

The Flash of a Camera

Editorial

The Phillipian welcomes all letters to the Editor. We try 
to print all letters, but because of space limitations, we en-
force a 500-word limit. We reserve the right to edit all sub-
mitted letters. Letters must be responses to articles already 
published by The Phillipian. We will not publish any anony-
mous letters. Please submit letters by the Monday of each 
week to phillipian@phillipian.net or to our newsroom in 
the basement of Morse Hall. 

To subscribe, email subscribe@phillipian.net, or write 
to The Phillipian, 180 Main Street, Andover, Ma, 01810. 

All contents of The Phillipian copyright © 2017, The 
Trustees of Phillips Academy, Inc. Reproduction of any 
material herein without the expressed written consent 
of The Trustees of Phillips Academy, Inc. and the Edito-
rial Board of The Phillipian is strictly prohibited.

Corrections:
In the Sports Andover/Exeter spread, it should have been the 147th Fall Andover/Exeter.
In the News spread “A Preview of the 2024-25 CaMD Scholars” Olivia Isacson’s name was mispelled.
The Phillipian regrets these errors.
 

My fight for positiv-
ity began last year, 
when I realized that 

the frequency of my complaints 
surpassed the number of cheer-
ful remarks I spoke. As with any 
other teenager, I shared with 
my friends how tired I was from 
homework, my frustration for a 
project that hadn’t been going 
well, or my occasional longings 
for school breaks. I needed to 
establish that I wasn’t the only 
one who was feeling tired and 
hearing assurances from my 
friends strengthened a sense 
of connection and validation. 
However, a guilt festered in the 
corner of my mind. By revealing 
my negativities to my friends, I 
worried that I was contaminat-
ing our relationship, tainting 
and weighing down my friends 
with my complaints. While feel-
ing a natural desire to vent out 
my worries, I hypocritically 
didn’t want to be the person 
who brought other people’s 
moods down in a conversation. 
After all, I wanted to be lik-
able and capable of supporting 
my friends with a healthy, con-
structive mind. 

I reflected on my days, trying 
to figure out if I was actually liv-
ing such a pathetic life, only to 

find out that I had as many, and 
maybe more, moments of hap-
piness and satisfaction as disap-
pointments or fatigue. When the 
weather was gloomy, Paresky 
Commons decided to serve my 
comfort food. When my Eng-
lish essay didn’t turn out great, I 
had an exceptionally enjoyable 
class in Latin, smoothly trans-
lating a piece of passage that I 
would have struggled with a few 
weeks ago. So, instead of begin-
ning my conversation with “Oh, 
the weather is drowning my 
energy.” I could’ve 
said, “The menu 
from Commons 
looks great to-
day.” When asked 
how my day was, 
I could’ve talked 
about both my 
English essay 
and my Latin 
class. 

Of course, 
it’s important 
to acknowl-
edge the nega-
tive emotions 
so that they 
don’t pile up 
into an un-
controllable 
burden in 
your heart. 
My prob-
lem was 
that I de-
cided to own 
even less of 
the positives 
than the neg-
atives in my 
life. Being at 
Andover sud-
denly intro-
duced me to 
a greater work-
load and pressure to 
be better, which made me 
develop a habit of relieving stress 
by complaining and indulging 

myself in self-pity. I witnessed 
other students doing the same 
— I often comforted a burdened 
friend more than rejoicing with 
them for their happiness. How-
ever, the more I thought about 
my concerns, my mind began 
cherry-picking the negatives and 
glossing over the fact that I was 
pretty happy. Why not celebrate 
being happy? Why should I 
bring myself down with ineffec-
tual cynicism? Considering the 
energy it 

Fighting to Own the Positivities

Melody Oh is a Lower from 
Frisco, TX. Contact the author at 
moh27@andover.eduv.
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joyed subconsciously. When 
there weren’t special moments 
to take note of in my day, I pe-
rused the Weekender to find any 
events I could look forward to. 

Gradually, I found myself 
transforming. As months passed, 
it felt easier to find the positives 
in my days, and my apprecia-
tion became more specific than 
a general comment about the 
weather. I recognized that I en-
joyed de-stressing by chatting 
with a friend from home or how I 
felt reinvigorated being an active 
member at my clubs. Although 
my initial strive to be positive 
stemmed from a desire to be 

likable to others, I realized 
that the real fruit of being 
positive lies in my rela-
tionship with myself. To 
be positive, I had to trust, 
recognize, and own the 
presence of the positives 
in my life. It granted 
me the muscles to ex-
ercise authority over 
determining whether 
my days were desirable 
and meaningful. I came 
to trust my resilience, 
always looking forward 
even at times of failure, 
because I appreciate my 
supportive friends, my 
family members, the edu-
cation I’m receiving, and 
my life. Being positive 
equipped me with a core 
that supports me no mat-
ter how hard I fall. And 
all it took was a simple but 
proactive shift in focus on 
what I chose to cherish in 
my days.
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On October 28, an old 
man sitting on a bench 
tossed “those f**s” at 

me as ashes dangled off his ciga-
rette. My cheeks grew hot with 
a familiar shame. On October 31, 
wearing a backpack with pride 
flag straps, I bumped into a teen-
ager, in Downtown Andover, 
and he spat out, “f*****.” The 
word cut through the autumn 
air like a scalpel. On November 
1, less than a week before the 
presidential election, the All-
School Meeting (ASM) speaker 
emphasized, “You are not your 
politics.” I sat in the pews, light-
headed and heavy-hearted. On 
November 5, nearing midnight, 
my friend in North Carolina 
called me, her hands smother-
ing her face, sobbing, “I don’t 
know what I’ll do. They don’t 
want transgender people here, 
but I don’t know where I’ll 
go.” The following day, my All-
Gender dorm wore mourning 
black on a pajama psych day. On 
November 7, in response to my 
Instagram story about relation-
ships and how political beliefs 
now hold a direct relationship 
with identities, some texted 
“Grow up.” or “Looking at peo-
ple differently because of poli-
tics is immature.” On November 
8, at 2:00 a.m., I discovered a 
loved one of mine supported 
Donald Trump, information to 
which I replied with outrage 
and received the response, “It’s 

nothing personal. It’s just poli-
tics.”

The school is endorsing the 
popular argument that identity 
should be removed from politi-
cal discussions through ASMs 
and the lack of direct addresses 
regarding the recent election re-
sults. The emphasis on neutral-
ity in the new Civil Discourse 
Policy, focused on the reputa-
tion of the school, neglects to 
sufficiently recognize the im-
pact of the election and how the 
suppression of political discus-
sions can influence the student 
psyche. Taking such a perspec-
tive is unhealthy and oppressive 
to the groups of people whose 
rights were at stake in this elec-
tion. Being able to consider 
politics from an “impersonal” 
stance is a privilege that not ev-
eryone can afford. 

The school’s first mistake 
was the timing of the “You are 
not your politics” ASM by Jane 
Coaston, more so than the mes-
sage itself. In the late 1960s, the 
second wave of the feminist 
movement challenged the idea 
of traditional political categori-
zation. As a result of the move-
ment, people finally accepted 
moral and trivial experiences of 
women’s daily lives, such as do-
mestic life, childcare, abortion, 
and division of household labor, 
as results of oppressive political 
systems. Their rallying slogan — 
“the personal is political” — de-
fied the idea that the problems 
of women were contained to 
those individuals, but rather is-
sues that society had to wrangle 
against with policies. This con-
cept of oppression standing rel-
evant beyond the group that is 
strictly oppressed seems to have 
faded into history in our com-
munity. Andover students have 
had to form their own groups, 
often in commiseration, to find 
spaces to discuss their fears 
about how their identities are 
targeted by the platforms pre-
sented in this election. Just as 
students were encouraged by 

the school, larger discussions 
on how the elections may affect 
the rights of minority groups 
died down on campus or were 
limited to specific niches dur-
ing a time in which students 
needed an outlet for healthy 
discourse to feel validated and 
supported. The people who 
are part of groups that will be 
affected the most by a change 
in the executive branch were 
framed to be unnecessarily ar-
gumentative or partial when 
they expressed opinions, justi-
fied with personal experiences 
and reasonable fears, about the 
election. The school may not 
have intended Coaston’s ASM 
to have such an impact, but in 
choosing a message like hers 
during a time like this, they 
implicitly allowed the removal 
of what may have been the last 
line of general support on cam-
pus for the students who were 
affected by this election the 
most. It is not my place to sug-
gest what would have been the 
“correct” response; all I can of-
fer is that the school’s response 
was nowhere near the best they 
could have done for me and my 
peers.

The school’s silence was poi-

The Privilege of Impersonal Politics

son to the student body. The 
lack of responses to the growing 
tension leading up to the elec-
tion led to rampant hate speech 
on campus against many groups, 
especially the queer population. 
Although I acknowledge that 
this example is an oversimpli-
fication of the issue at hand, it 
allows me to abuse the shock 
factor of a notorious word: I 
was the target of the f-slur last 
year at Andover, on campus and 
downtown, zero times. Howev-
er, in the two weeks preceding 
the election, my pink backpack, 
with pride flag straps, an old 
thing I had owned and worn for 
years, got me the f-slur treat-
ment six times on campus. Six 
times more than the entirety of 
last year. My peers at Andover 
have told me how sexualizing 
jokes, homophobic comments, 
and blatant transphobia have 
been thrust their way as the sus-
pense grew in the student body 
leading up to the election. Yet, 
the school did nothing. I am by 
no means accusing the school 
of turning a complacent blind 
eye to these issues, but rather, 
I am arguing that their inac-
tion in addressing the election’s 

impacts on individuals allowed 
for these sentiments to fester 
on campus. The school sent out 
a list of spaces for meditation 
and calming activities after the 
election to cope with the results 
and the crash of anticipation, 
but escapism is a privilege that 
only the unaffected can take ad-
vantage of. 

The school cannot give us 
radio silence for fear of contro-
versy. We are teenagers going 
through a tumultuous time in 
our country’s history, confused 
and terrified by the polariza-
tion. Trembling at the potential 
loss of bodily autonomy and 
rights we took for granted, we 
were left in the dark to navi-
gate a time of fear-mongering 
and hatred. One of the few clear 
messages received from the 
school was that we should re-
move our identities from poli-
tics. But do tell, how could I? 
It’s a privilege I never had.

Keren Song is an Upper from 
Woburn, MA. Contact the author 
at hsong26@andover.edu.

As Andover students, we 
often find ourselves in a 
constant chase towards 

perfection, whether it’s taking 
difficult 5xx or 6xx courses, ac-
ing exams, excelling in sports, 
or leading extracurriculars — 
all while maintaining a vibrant 
social life. However, in our ef-
forts to achieve our ambitions, 
many of us silently suffer from 
a pervasive “illness” here at 
Andover: Imposter syndrome. 
This widespread feeling of self-
doubt and insufficiency is not 
just an individual struggle, but 
rather a collective issue that 
needs to be tackled directly. 

Imposter syndrome mani-
fests when one feels undeserv-
ing of their accomplishments, 
crediting success to luck or 
privilege instead of hard work. 
This trend has become espe-
cially common in teenagers 
who feel an overwhelming 
pressure to perform in all as-
pects of their lives. As Ando-
ver students, the moment that 
we receive our acceptance to 
this prestigious institution, we 
are immediately told that all 
our hard work during the ap-
plication process paid off, that 
we are one of the special, even 
extraordinary, as an Andover 
student. Then we arrive at An-
dover, and what we were told 
is true: everyone who comes 
here is unique and talented, but 
the feeling of self-doubt slow-
ly creeps in, tainting our high 
school experience. One bad 
test grade, one lost match, one 

rigorous or confusing class is 
enough to trigger the onset of 
Imposter syndrome. Suddenly, 
we’re constantly questioning 
our worth, and our fear of be-
ing exposed as a fraud, of not 
being one of those special An-
dover students, becomes even 
more exacerbated. Eventually, 
we end up viewing progress as 
a step closer to our downfall 
(an honestly hyperbolic and 
exaggerated thought to think 
of at such an early stage in our 
lives). Furthermore, the loom-
ing idea of college applications 
and acceptances plagues our 
minds and with increasingly 
competitive college admis-
sions and augmented use of so-
cial media, it’s no wonder that 
many of us see ourselves as 
shortcomings compared to the 
idealized versions of reality we 
are constantly being forced to 
face.

To escape these false re-
alities, we should destigmatize 
the use of mental health re-
sources and instead, encourage 
students to access and employ 
these resources to the fullest. 
Students often feel dissuaded 
from mental wellness resourc-
es because of the social stigma 
surrounding it. Many cultures 
value self-sufficiency and per-
severance leading to a societal 
expectation that people should 
be able to manage their emo-
tions or psychological well-
being without outside assis-
tance. Moreover, there is this 
fear of judgment where people 
worry about being perceived as 
weak, unstable, or incapable. 
Especially with Imposter syn-
drome, many believe that they 
are inherently flawed and that 
their struggles are self-caused. 
These beliefs can prevent them 
from reaching out for support 
as they feel ashamed or un-
worthy. However, seeking help 
should never be denounced 
but actually seen as a sign of 
courage and a decision made 
through healthy introspec-
tion. It’s essential to normal-
ize community conversations 
around mental health topics 

like Imposter syndrome and 
the dangers of developing in-
feriority complexes. Especially 
at a renowned institution like 
Andover where we’re constant-
ly surrounded by talented and 
driven people, we need to rec-
ognize our own strengths and 
aim to cultivate an environ-
ment where healthy competi-
tion and growth is emphasized 
in every student’s mindset. 

The Rebecca M. Sykes Well-
ness Center is the perfect place 
on campus for students to re-
ceive the support they need to 
help overcome their internal 
i m - poster. As Sykes says 
in their mission statement, 
they are “committed to prac-
ticing culturally-responsive 
care, providing a safe space 
for students to enhance their 
wellness, and guiding students 
in the development of proac-
tive tools to be lifelong health 
advocates for themselves and 
those around them.” Their 
Psychological Services aims 
to serve the individual mental 
health needs of students while 
strengthening the psychologi-
cal health and wellness of the 
Andover community. Students 
can meet counselors through 
scheduling an appointment by 
phone, email or simply walk-
ing in. There is always an on-
call counselor for emergency 
counseling services, and fur-
thermore, the occurrence and 
extent of routine counseling 
are solely based on the needs of 
the student. To build a health-
ier student body, we should 
lobby for and promote the us-
age of the resources at Sykes 
and work to destigmatize these 
negative preconceptions about 
mental health counseling.

Moreover, we need to re-
define the meaning of success 
in our life outlook. Instead 
of striving for perfection, we 
should all celebrate progress 
in every form, no matter how 
small it is. When I first came 
to Andover, I was immediate-
ly challenged by the rigor of 
the physics course I’m taking; 
however, after consistently do-

Prevailing over the Imposter in All of Us: Rede�ning Success and Self-Worth

ing practice problems everyday 
for homework or classwork, 
it became easier gradually. I 
didn’t have to look back at my 
page full of equations because 
I had already memorized them 
after doing the problems so of-
ten. It was a step of progress 
that I didn’t even feel at first, 
but it helped me grow my love 
for physics even more. This ex-
perience taught me that every 
hurdle we overcome matters, 
regardless of how small it is. 
By setting smaller, more real-
istic goals as stepping stones 
towards our larger aspirations 
and taking the time to recog-
nize our efforts, we can ef-
fectively combat the feelings 
of inadequacy that plague us. 
Success doesn’t happen over-
night; it is found through dili-
gence and resilience, making it 
all the more important to have 
self-confidence in order to 
tackle the obstacles and chal-
lenges that lie ahead of us.

Imposter syndrome reflects 
the pressures and struggles 
we all grapple with in today’s 

world. Andover is an environ-
ment meant to test us at every 
turn, often outside of our con-
trol, but the choice to embrace 
these challenges and view 
them as a step closer to suc-
cess rather than our downfall 
is completely ours to make. 
By confronting Imposter syn-
drome head-on together, we 
can dismantle the social stigma 
surrounding mental health is-
sues and work together to form 
a supportive and understand-
ing school community. Uplift-
ing each other, celebrating 
achievements of all sizes, and 
acknowledging our worth are 
all instrumental to prevail over 
the “imposter” in all of us that 
attempts to destroy our sense 
of self-esteem. We are more 
than just grades or awards — 
we are all competent and tena-
cious individuals, deserving of 
success and happiness.

Simba Xiong is a Junior from 
Beijing, China. Contact the author 
at xxiong28@andover.edu.
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a Finance Manager for The Phil-
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Ishaan Padmawar is a Photo As-
sociate Editor for The Phillipian.  

Last spring, Andover 
Distributive Educa-
tion Clubs of America 

(DECA) club members dedi-
cated sleepless nights and 
countless hours to qualify for 
the International Career De-
velopment Conference (ICDC) 
— the final round of the re-
nowned business competition. 
The DECA competition con-
sists of three rounds: Region-
als, States, and Internationals. 
We progressed through region-
als with financial backing from 
the school through an Abbot 
Grant. However, we faced a 
series of hurdles in the Mas-
sachusetts state round. The 
school informed us that attend-
ing States was only a possibility, 
not a guarantee, and when we 
asked the administration for 
confirmation to compete, they 
directed us to the Learning in 
the World (LITW) Office. They 
claimed that our request to 
compete in Boston over a week-
end during Spring Break would 
be treated similarly to traveling 
internationally for weeks over 
break.

In our subsequent meeting with 
the LITW Office, the administration 
said that there wasn’t time to pro-
cess the request and that our faculty 
chaperones were unfit to supervise 
due to weak ties to DECA; a chaper-
one would need experience with the 
club. While the DECA team suggest-
ed an economics teacher, the school 
objected. Given the short turn-
around time from regionals to states, 
we were left in a frenzied state. In 
three days, we rushed to prepare all 
the necessary materials for the pro-
gression. We returned to the LITW 
Office, who informed us they would 
discuss the proposal with the larger 
administrative committee. A week 
later, the committee announced that 
our proposal was rejected.

Having already paid the down 
payments for the hotel, DECA mem-
bership, and plane tickets, we pro-
ceeded to compete independently 
under the school’s name. Consider-
ing the fees paid and the lack of clear 
communication with the adminis-
tration, we felt forced to act in this 
gray area, without explicit permis-
sion from the school. 

During States, Andover students 
thrived, with seven members quali-
fying for ICDC. However, shortly af-
ter, the administration also rejected 

our request to compete in the inter-
national competition. After we had 
dedicated hundreds of hours to this 
prestigious event, our own school 
was preventing us from advancing 
in the competition. While schools 
nationwide were supporting their 
DECA teams financially, even offer-
ing preparatory classes for the com-
petition, Andover stood in our way. 
This term, the school indefinitely 
terminated DECA as a club.

Throughout the competition sea-
son last year, we attempted to work 
alongside the administration to be 
able to compete at the international 
level, but it seemed they were against 
us every step of the way. Rather than 
focusing our efforts on preparing 
for the competition itself, we were 
forced to spend many hours deal-
ing with administrative duties with 
the school. For example, to register 
to compete, we, as student DECA 
leaders, had to fill out forms and co-
ordinate communication with the 
Massachusetts DECA Organization 
under the supervision of our club 
advisor. However, it seemed unfair 
and unrealistic to expect our club 
advisor, who had to juggle classes, 
coaching, and dorm life, to fulfill 
these additional, high-commitment 
obligations.

As the “Number Two Best Private 
High School in America” according 
to Niche, one would expect Andover 
to encourage and support participa-
tion in national and international 
level competitions. This school year, 
more competition clubs have been 
barred from competing, such as Phil-
lips Academy Speech and Debate 
(PASD). PASD was even barred from 
events that were fully on-campus, 
such as the Georgetown Fall Invita-
tional, an online tournament entirely 
funded by the club and cooperative 
with the school schedule. Andover 
Rocketry Club was also prohibited 
from representing Andover at off-
campus competitions such as the 
American Rocketry Challenge. 

Andover Admissions’ website 
parades the Academy’s “expansive 
worldview and legacy of academic 
excellence,” but in reality, the school 
restricts passionate students who 
show initiative. Perhaps the Andover 
website should acknowledge that 
students are only allowed to pursue 
their passions as long as they exist 
inside Andover’s bubble. Andover’s 
reputation is only as good as its stu-
dent body and alumni. When stu-
dents aren’t supported in pursuing 

The Academy Has Failed DECA

external endeavors that build out-
side connections and showcase their 
talents to a broader community, An-
dover becomes insular, with its stu-
dents unprepared to interact mean-
ingfully with the rest of the world.

The club system at Andover is 
critically flawed. Students here face 
more challenges with participation 
in external competitions than mul-
tiple local schools do. Upon found-
ing a club approved by the Office 
of Student Activities, students are 
expected to run their clubs with 
the support of a faculty advisor. No 
straightforward guidelines or poli-
cies are detailed. In an email regard-
ing club funding from the Student 
Activities Office on October 2, 2023, 
students were only informed of 
regulations such as no solicitations 
of outside donations or involvement 
in community engagement or vol-
unteering. As a result, club leaders 
are unaware of existing preventative 
policies and administrative barriers. 
Critically, regulations surrounding 
off-campus competitions were not 
mentioned at all in the email.

There are a few clubs at Andover 
that have financial independence, 
and currently, there are few path-
ways to achieving this. Some clubs, 
such as the Philomathean Society, 
have endowments that allow them 
to fund their own activities. Other 
competition clubs, such as Mock 
Trial, cost less. While Model UN has 
registration costs, the school is able 
to cover them. However, the vast 
majority of clubs have no way of at-
taining such funds to support them. 

This leads many clubs to apply for 
an Abbot Grant. However, providing 
funding for items such as travel and 
competition fees is difficult when 
dates are uncertain. Another pos-
sible path is receiving funding from 
academic departments, but most 
already have a standard list of clubs 
that they support and are typically 
unable or unwilling to take on more. 
With limited other options to obtain 
financial independence, competi-
tion clubs are placed at a disadvan-
tage.

The Academy must rise to the 
standards to which it holds itself 
and its students. An equitable policy 
that removes bias between clubs is 
imperative, and a solution should 
consider input from every member 
of the Andover community. We are 
willing to work with the administra-
tion on this effort. Andover’s website 
claims to foster students’ “abilities 
to question beliefs, systems, and the 
way things are done” and “press 
[students] to envision the world they 
seek to create.” Hence, we present 
our concerns here in hopes of a more 
prosperous future for our clubs.

Philip Meng is an Upper from 
Hong Kong. Ishaan Padmawar is 
an Upper from North Andover, 
MA. Suvir Virmani is a Senior 
from Andover, MA, Contact the 
authors at pmeng26@andover.
edu, ipadmawar26@andover.edu, 
and svirmani25@andover.edu

mkawooya26@andover.edu

cdavis27@andover.edu
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“My friends and the com-
munity I have at Andover re-
ally embody Margot’s idea of 
home. Compassion is empha-
sized here and connection is 
what holds the entire school 
together in my experience. 
For example, there are so 
many people that I get to meet 
and the relationships I curate 
with them are truly unique to 
a place like Andover,” said Oh. 

In her speech, Furman 
spoke about the responsibility 
of making a difference, even 
at a young age. As a friend to 
Furman, Ginny Marshall ’25 
shared how powerful it was to 
hear the impact of Furman’s 
fellowship.

“[The] ASM was really 
emotional for me. [When] one 
of my best friends, Margot 
Furman, did her Lorant Fel-
lowship presentation, I was 
moved to tears. I know a lot 

of other people were too. It 
was really powerful and really 
meaningful to see her up there 
and Ms. [Stephanie] Curci put 
it best, we have restored faith 
in humanity after that presen-
tation,” said Marshall.

Although Furman has left 
Ireland, she talked about the 
impact working with Candle 
of Grace had on her. Furman 
still keeps in touch with the 
organization and plans on 
continuing her work in the 
future.

“Every moment I’ve spent 
with the kids is something I’ll 
never forget, and they’re still 
such an important part of my 
life. I still talk to them all the 
time and I plan on going back 
to Candle of Grace next sum-
mer. They are such a big part 
[of my life], and I just know 
that they’re always going to 
be such a big part of my life, 
and that’s just really special,” 
said Furman. 

Lorant Fellow Shares 
Lessons Learnt in Ireland

Continued  from A1, Column 3
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Attendees of Veterans Day 

Continued  from A1, Column 5

The conversation with 
Moulton was followed by a 
keynote address delivered by 
Captain Hunter D. Washburn 
’00. After attending Andover, 
Washburn attended the Na-
val Academy before pursu-
ing a career in the Navy as a 
captain. In an interview with 
The Phillipian, Washburn 
commented on how Andover 
equipped him for his career in 
the military.

“Andover definitely pre-
pared me very well at the Na-
val Academy. I talked to some 
of my classmates here that 
went to other colleges or uni-
versities. [There] is the same 
sense that Andover gave them 
a lot of skills and tools that 
helped them be successful at 
school,” said Washburn.

Reflecting on his deci-
sion to enter military service, 
Washburn recounted his ear-
ly curiosity toward life on the 
water. Washburn reiterated 
how leadership positions at 
Andover, such as Proctor and 
sports team Captain, prepared 
him for military service. He 
highlighted that his leader-
ship roles at Andover pre-
pared him for attending the 
Naval Academy, and then onto 
his career in the U.S. Military.

“I always wanted to have a 
career on the water in some 
form. I also wanted to have 
the opportunity to lead peo-
ple… Andover provides an en-
vironment where you can take 
meaningful risks. You’ve got 
to work hard, you’ve got to be 
disciplined… whether it is on 
the athletic field [or] in the 
classroom, there are plenty 

of leadership opportunities, 
whether formal leadership 
positions like Cluster Presi-
dent and Student Council, to 
team Captain and you live in a 
dorm and you’re a Proctor or a 
Prefect,” said Washburn.

Washburn continued, “A 
lot of that small leadership 
that you see on a team ap-
plies to my work in the navy, 
whether as a division officer, 
where I’ll be responsible of a 
division within a small group 
of sailors, to department head, 
where you’re responsible for 
multiple divisions, to eventu-
ally a captain where you’re re-
sponsible for the whole ship.”

As a Civil Air Patrol cadet, 
Lucas Bernadete ’26 attend-
ed Andover’s Veterans Day 
events in the past and was 
asked by the Office of Alumni 
Engagement to prepare an in-
troduction. Bernadete, who is 
considering a military career, 
mentioned how Washburn’s 
journey stirred him, given 
that Washburn is an Andover 
alumnus.

“It was really motivating 
about how his experience at 
Andover prepared him to go 
on into his future career in 
the Navy. As someone who’s 
interested in a military career 
myself, it was very motivating 
to see someone as an Andover 
graduate go on to have such 
a distinguished career in the 
Armed Services… He grew up 
in the Andover community, 
and he attended Andover, and 
he ended up rowing for the 
Naval Academy. I’m a rower 
too, so I really liked that,” said 
Bernadete.

Choi also expressed how 
Washburn’s application of the 
non sibi spirit in his life was 
inspiring, noting his appre-

ciation for the sacrifices that 
veterans all around the world 
make for their countries.

“It was very interesting to 
see how the Andover commu-
nity, the alumni, the former 
instructors who taught here, 
and the relatives of Ando-
ver students, how all of them 
have made marvelous com-
mitments to their country… 
[Washburn’s] speech made 
a lot of sense about how his 
time at Andover really helped 
him nurture this non sibi spir-
it and continue that for the 
wider community in his days 
in the military,” said Choi.

Santiago Morgan, Instruc-
tor in Mathematics, Statis-
tics, and Computer Science, 
expressed his excitement of 
teaching in a community with 
strong connections to the mil-
itary. Having attended the 
Veterans Day Program last 
year as well, Morgan reflect-
ed on the perspectives given 
by the alumni veterans, ac-
knowledging the need to fea-
ture them at more events in 
Andover. 

“I invited some students 
that showed up, and yester-
day I was telling one of them 
[that] I’m so jealous of the 
community [they] belong to. 
I’m so jealous that [they] ar-
rived at this place with so 
many interesting people that 
come to the school, and the 
military that comes to the 
school with super interest-
ing lives of service… I strong-
ly encourage more students 
to attend, and I wish it was 
a bigger deal. I wish more of 
these veterans would get in-
vited to more events, not only 
[for] Veterans Day but [also] 
All-School Meetings or other 
things,” said Morgan.

Seth. 
Seth continued, “A recur-

ring theme was the idea that 
technology is changing Ando-
ver. In the computer science 
meeting, they were all asking 
‘How are we using AI?’ [and] 
‘How is AI being used in the 
classroom?’”

In addition to hearing 
student voices, the Trustees 
discussed the Andover en-
dowment. According to the 
Annual Report of Phillips 
Academy, Andover’s Fiscal 
Year report, the endowment 
is just over 1.4 billion dollars 
as of June 30, up almost 300 
million dollars from June 
2020. Falls explained how the 
Trustees approach managing 
the endowment. 

“An analogy that I like to 
use is the endowment is like 
a lake, and you want the lake 

to be there for future gener-
ations. We don’t want to de-
plete the water in the lake, 
and inflation is like evapo-
ration. Inflation reduces the 
purchasing power of the en-
dowment, which is like evapo-
rating the water. There’s new 
giving into the endowment, 
but that tends to be about half 
a percent to one percent a 
year. Then we take out about 
five percent. Market returns 
are like rainfall, you have to 
picture a dam at the bottom 
where we’re taking out five 
percent, and there’s a little 
stream at the top that’s put-
ting in about one percent. The 
rest of it is the rain that comes 
from the markets. And that 
unfortunately is very sporad-
ic. So we have monsoon years 
and dry years,” said Falls.

With only two Trustee 
weekends every school year, 
students rarely have the op-
portunity to connect with the 
board. Seth concluded that 

Trustees weekend is invalu-
able to students to connect 
with the Trustees and oth-
er Andover alums, and noted 
that more networking oppor-
tunities for students would 
only benefit students further.

Seth said, “My biggest 
takeaway was that it was great 
to speak to trustees and An-
dover alums. It’s something 
that we should be doing more 
of. Especially because one 
great thing about Andover is 
the network that comes with 
going here and being able to 
speak with alumni not just on 
Trustee weekend and not just 
on A/E weekend but being 
able to form bigger connec-
tions. That’s something that’s 
really important, especially as 
we graduate [from] Andover. 
It’s important to try to stay 
more connected to alums.”

Trustee Weekend: Evaluating the 
Endowment and Connecting with Students

Students Discuss What They 
Hope to See in New Dorms

Continued  from A1, Column 5

projecting costs and sources 
of funds. Philanthropic sup-
port will be essential, and col-
leagues in the Office of Acad-
emy Resources are working to 
gauge donor interest,” wrote 
Sweet in an email to The Phil-
lipian.

Involving students as well 
as faculty, this project is a 
part of a wider exploratory 
approach aiming to gather 
feedback from different parts 
of the Andover community. 
Susan Esty, Dean of Students 
and Residential Life, shared 
her thoughts on the planning 
process. 

“I hope it generates lots of 
good input for dreaming about 
you know what the future 
at Andover might look at… I 
was really excited that right 
from the start anything that 
we looked at for the future 
of Phillips Academy involved 
the voices of students, faculty, 
lots of different constituent 
groups. I like that method, it 
takes more time, it’s messier, 
right? You will get more dif-
ferent opinions the more peo-
ple you ask but I think that’s 
a healthy and inclusive pro-
cess,” said Esty.

With an emphasis on com-
munal spaces, the discussion 
gathered students’ thoughts 
on shared bathrooms and 
rooms. Genie Han ’27 de-
scribed her impression of the 
upcoming buildings.

“The new dorms, from 
what I can tell, are going to 
be extremely well-catered to-
wards the needs of students 
in the sense that we’re going 
to develop them based on stu-
dent feedback. We’re going 

to develop brand-new dorms 
that have better bathrooms, 
nicer facilities, places on cam-
pus that students would want 
to live in. This could look 
like single bedrooms or bath-
rooms that aren’t necessarily 
communal,” said Han.

Mentioning features such 
as a beach volleyball court and 
a fire pit, the architects en-
couraged students to openly 
share their ideas and visions. 
Philip Molina ’28 offered his 
thoughts on the possible im-
plementation of quiet study 
spaces in the newly built 
dorms.

“They know that there are 
very little study rooms in the 
library, so they want to build 
some in the dorms for people 
who have a group project or 
want to just go to the common 
room but not [be bothered] 
by the noise. That would be a 
great addition, creating small 
cubicles for people to study 
in,” said Molina.

Expected to not be finished 
before ten years, the project 
aims to interview teachers 
and students during at least 
a year. Audrey Baeten-Ruffo 
’28 provided further details 
on the timeline and steps in-
volved. 

“Right now, they are doing 
about a year’s worth of work 
of just outreaching and gath-
ering ideas from the commu-
nity. I asked if the dorms are 
going to be built by the time 
when any of us are still here, 
and they said probably not. 
The building is going to take 
probably over a year, after the 
designing, going through all 
the processes with the Board 
of Trustees and getting ap-
provals for all the designs,” 
said Baeten-Ruffo.

Continued  from A1, Column 2

Faculty in 
Big Blue Spirit!
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10 Questions With 
Meghan Clarke

Meghan Clarke is an Instructor in Mathematics, Statistics, and Computer Science and a 
House Counselor in Bertha Bailey House. After living and teaching in the United Kingdom 
(U.K.) for 11 years, Clarke came to Andover in 2022. As a Tang Institute Fellow, Clarke is a 
member of the ethi{CS} project. Aside from math and computer science, Clarke also enjoys 

yoga and gymnastics. 

How did you discover 
your interest in math 

and computer science?

When I was in high 
school, I thought I want-
ed to be an architect, but 
I realized that wasn’t for 
me. I moved away from 
that but I wasn’t sure 
what I wanted to do. 

In my Senior year, they 
canceled AP Chemistry. I 
needed another AP and… 
I hopped into AP Com-

puter Science and fell in 
love with that. When I got 
to college, I was taking as 
many classes as I could, 

but I couldn’t take a lot of 
the electives. The ones I 

could take were the math 
and computer science 

electives like mathemat-
ical modeling. So I took 

those classes early on, and 
I just kept on taking more 
and more math classes. In 
my Junior year, one of my 
teachers pulled me aside 
and told me to declare a 

double major in math and 
computer science, which 

had never occurred to 
me [as] something you 
could major in. When I 

graduated from college, I 
was a software developer 
for a year, but I realized 
working in a cubicle all 

day was not for me. I also 
really missed having time 
off. I later got… offered [a 
position] teaching math 
and computer science at 
a day school outside of 

Washington D.C., so I did 
that and fell in love with 

teaching. 

What drew you to Ando-
ver?

After [my partner] retired 
from the [British] mili-

tary we went back to the 
area. In the U.K., I was 
a teacher at a boarding 

school. I fell in love with 
the sense of community. 
Living on campus had a 

lot of the same benefits of 
being in the military, and 

we loved the idea of going 
back to a community 

where [people] are living 
together and get[ting] to 
know each other. At the 
day schools I’ve been at, 
it’s difficult as your col-

leagues and students live 
far apart, so it was really 

hard to get together. I 
was looking at boarding 
schools in the area, and 
Andover jumped to the 

top of my list.

After spending 11 years 
in the U.K., what is the 
main difference you’ve 

noticed between the 
English and American 
educational systems?

The U.K. is really cen-
tralized around exams. I 
did not give out grades, 

what I did give out were 
predicted grades. I also 

gave a score on effort 
and progress… On the 
flip side, I had no con-

trol [over] the content I 
taught and when to teach 
it. Exam boards would de-
cide what exams you did 

and what you had to learn 
[and] your college accep-

tances are conditional 
based on those exams. It 
was hard as a teacher. I 
didn’t have a lot of con-
trol, because students 

were not always interest-
ed in learning something 
that was outside the test. 

The U.K. is very grade 

and exam-focused but, if 
you score in the highest 
[percentile] you know 
you’re the best of the 

best. But if you’re some-
one who didn’t test very 

well in standardized tests, 
that’s a really hard system 

to be in.

How different was the 
coding scene back in 

the day and how did you 
learn about it?

I coded for the first time 
when I was around five 
years old. I didn’t know 
that’s what I was doing. 
For Christmas that year, 
we got an Amiga 2000 

computer. There was no 
operating system, so you 

had to put in a floppy 
disk. A game came with 
it that would teach you 
how you could load this 
particular disk and had 

some example code. I got 
my name to jump around 
the screen, and it was the 

coolest thing. I forgot 
about it for a while since, 

for a long time coding, 
wasn’t available easily 
and we didn’t do it in 

school… The accessibili-
ty of resources is wildly 

different now. 

What has your role been 
in the ethi{CS} project?

[The] ethi{CS} project 
is the idea of weaving 
ethical-based thinking 

into our computer sci-
ence curriculum, into 

our classroom activities 
[and] projects. [It] felt 
very authentic. I was 

lucky enough that they 
had space for a Tang 

Fellow in that program 
last spring, where I 

worked with Dr. Kiran 
Bhardwaj, [Instructor in 
Philosophy and Religious 
Studies], to do a little bit 
more thinking about how 
we can weave it into our 
[Computer Science 401] 
Python class. I worked 

with her to come up with 
ways that we could weave 

those elements into our 
projects and some of our 
collaborative activities 

in class. That’s what we 
did for our fellowship. It 
was lovely, having some-

one to bounce ideas off of 
and the time and space to 

think through that.

You’re involved with 
track and field at Ando-
ver, and you also used to 
coach gymnastics. Could 

you expand on that?

Track and field is some-
thing I do here, and that 
speaks more to my com-
puter skills than it does 
to my track knowledge. 

I had no affiliation at all 
with track until I came 

here. [Only that] I’ve 
been running computer 
lines from a young age. I 
always loved gymnastics, 

especially in 1996, when 
the U.S. women’s team 

won the gold medal. I de-
cided to try it. I was never 

really good at gymnas-
tics, I was five foot seven 
[inches tall] and 13 when 

I started. The coaches 
just looked at me and 

said, ‘No, this isn’t going 
to happen for you.’ But 

I loved it so much that I 
ended up coaching more 
than I did it. It refreshed 

me in a way that made 
me really excited when 

getting back in the class-
room.

What do you like to do 
in your spare time?

I have two daughters who 
are eight and ten years 

old. I love spending time 
with them and follow-

ing whatever new thing 
they are obsessed with. 
Most recently, they had 
me learning how to play 
Roblox, which was really 
fun. My oldest daughter 
loves to play piano, and 

so I like to play with her. 
Getting outside, playing 
board games with them, 

whatever is going to keep 
us fun. We love Boston 
sports, so we watch the 
teams in the area. We 

also love traveling back to 
England to visit our fam-
ily and friends there and 
bringing as many of our 

British cultural traditions 
back as we can. Also, I 

love yoga, so I am trying 
to do as much yoga as I 
can. I also love reading. 

What’s your favorite 
book?

My mind immediately 
goes to “Harry Potter.” I 

just fell in love with it and 
went deep when it came 

out, and reread them 
several times. It’s really 
funny looking back now, 
at the connection when 
I moved to England and 

[taught at a] boarding 
school and looked around 
and was like, ‘Oh my gosh, 

J.K. Rowling didn’t just 
make this up… all these 

things actually exist.’ We 
actually wore robes as 
faculty to chapel every 
week at that boarding 

school.

What’s one of your 
favorite memories at 

Andover?

They’re all tied to the 
sense of community that I 
feel here. It’s been watch-
ing my own children feel 
a part of the community 
here, and see the change 

in such a short time. From 
originally feeling a lit-
tle intimidated [about] 

saying “Hi” to students in 
[Paresky] Commons and 
sitting with their friends 
from school, [to] feeling 

really integrated into this 
whole community. What 
makes this place really 

special is the relationship 
and community that you 

have in and outside of the 
classroom. 

What’s one piece of 
advice you would give to 

students?

One of the things I 
learned in England was 

there were some benefits 
to students specializing so 
early, but if I had special-
ized super early, I never 

would’ve gotten a chance 
to do computer science 

and discover [what] I tru-
ly love and wanted to do. 

Being open to new experi-
ences, trying new things, 
meeting new people, it’s 
never too late. The same 

can be said for me try-
ing gymnastics. I loved 
it so much, and it led to 
coaching and a summer 
job that I did for years 
and absolutely adored. 

Never closing the door on 
something, if you’re really 

passionate, continue to 
follow it, even if it’s not 
going to pan out, even 

if you’re not going to be 
the best. Also, it’s never 

too late to start. If there’s 
something that sounds 

interesting, give it a try. 
You never know where 

it’s going to lead.

E. LIU/THE PHILLIPIAN
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In conjunction with the 
Alumni of Office Engagement, a 
group of Student Alumni Repre-
sentatives (STARs) hosted a Blue 
Runs Deep panel discussion 
with Andover alumni who are 
pursuing careers in the food and 
beverage industry. Taking place 
virtually on November 12, the 
event featured Rob Bohorad ’90 
P’26, Rebecca Ferrer ’94, Poorvi 
Patodia ’94 P’26, and Deidra Wil-
lis ’09, each leaders and pioneers 
in their respective roles in the 
industry. 

Anthony Diaz ’25, a STAR, 
was involved in selecting the 
questions for each of the panel-
ists. Diaz explained the process 
behind the personalized selec-
tion of questions, noting how the 
stories of the alums helped to 
positively inspire students who 
attended the event. 

“I was mostly helping out 
with the questions, building off 
of the ideas from Andover’s con-
nection to their industry, specif-
ically with food and beverage. 
So tailoring these questions to 
their personality and their time 
at Andover, how much that real-
ly impacted them, we wanted a 

clear focus on that as well… This 
is really good insight [for] people 
going into any specific industry. 
It’s not even something that’s for 
people particularly interested in 
that field. [It’s about] the appli-
cations of their skills manifest-
ing into their actual careers. I 
think that’s a really great oppor-
tunity for Andover kids to go and 
listen and hear [alum] stories 
about their time at Andover. It 
influences how they approach 
the real world and their careers,” 
said Diaz.

Ferrer is currently responsi-
ble for leading global working 
groups focused processes that 
help support PepsiCo’s food 
safety and quality programs and 
standards. Throughout the talk, 
Ferrer emphasized how the An-
dover experience set a founda-
tion for her personal growth and 
career. 

“I’d like to say that in my ca-
reer things look linear. I liked 
food, so I became a product de-
veloper. I like to make food, so I 
went into quality assurance. It’s 
not as linear as that. What really 
carried me through my career up 
until now, and helped carry me a 
lot has to do with Andover. Being 
more than the Ivy League educa-
tion, it was Andover that gave 
me that resilience to know that 
no matter what obstacle I had in 

front of me, somehow, I’m going 
to dig it out. I’m going to dig out 
that courage to lead,” said Ferrer. 

Ferrer’s connection to An-
dover is one aspect of the dis-
cussions that Naomi Mashburn, 
Assistant Director of Alumni 
Engagement, tries to highlight 
throughout Blue Runs Deep 
Events. She explained how a love 
for Andover can connect alumni 
and students throughout the 
events that occur once a term. 

“We hope panelists provide 
inspiration to current students 
imagining their own career paths 
after graduation… We hope to 
offer students an opportunity to 
learn from leaders in various in-
dustries who all share the same 
love of Andover. The panels 
also offer our alumni a chance 
to learn from their classmates 
across differing decades, geog-
raphies, and backgrounds… We 
host one Blue Runs Deep panel 
per term across different indus-
tries, as voted on by the STARs. 
The winter Blue Runs Deep pan-
el will be on ‘government, policy 
and diplomacy,’ and the spring 
panel will be on ‘scientific re-
search and pharmaceuticals,’” 
wrote Mashburn in an email to 
The Phillipian.

The CEO of Biena Snacks, 
Patodia, was another one of this 
fall’s Blue Runs Deep panelists. 

Patodia described her personal 
motivation behind establishing 
a company that aims to provide 
healthy and financially accessi-
ble snacks for customers. 

“I was pregnant and was try-
ing to eat healthier. All of these 
snacks are marketed as being 
healthy because they are organ-
ic. I realized that nutritionally, 
they were not any better for me… 
I had this question: why is it that 
when it comes to snacking, why 
can’t we have snacks that have 
real protein, real fiber, and a lot 
of nutrition? At that moment, I 
thought of a snack I ate growing 
up, which was roasted chick-
peas… My eyes just opened up at 
the opportunity,” said Patodia. 

The discussion enabled pan-
elists to share their biggest take-
aways from their time in the 
industry. Willis, who spent the 
first seven years of her career in-
volved in technical roles in man-
ufacturing factories for Progres-
so Soup, Fruit by the Foot, and 
Yoplait Yogurt, mentioned how 
the inclusion of a special flavor 
in Fruit by the Foot led her to 
feel belonging.

 “I’m Jamaican and so Soursop 
is pretty common in the Carib-
bean. I remember talking to my 
developer and she was trying to 
decide if it was citrusy enough… 
and we eventually did put that in 

the product. I don’t know if it’s 
still out now because I haven’t 
worked there for a while, but just 
being able to relate and feel like a 
piece of me and my culture was 
obviously important to this big 
company that I worked for. That 
they were going to use a flavor 
that most Americans would not 
know about, was really cool. It 
made me feel like I belong here 
and I can be myself at all times” 
said Willis.

Alex Giarnese ’25, another 
STAR, highlighted the personal 
connection he felt while listen-
ing to the panel. He noted how 
the event can inspire and remind 
students of how Andover can set 
the foundation for them to pur-
sue their dreams.

“I was pleasantly surprised 
at the amount of Andover that 
was woven into this event and 
the amount that the alumni 
talked about their experiences, 
struggles, and triumphs during 
their time at Andover and how 
that led to their success in their 
industry… As an Andover stu-
dent, it was really compelling 
and heartfelt to hear people 
who hopefully will be me one 
day talking about how Andover 
started their drive for success 
and their drive to do what they 
love,” said Giarnese. 

JEANNIE KANG 
& KRISSY ZHU

Blue Runs Deep: Alumni Panelists 
Share Food and Beverage Industry Insights

HERE AND THERE: THE WORLD RIGHT NOW
Government: New Zealandic Government 

Issues Apology to Those Abused in State Care
 
The New Zealand government and Prime Min-

ister Christopher Luxon offered a national apolo-
gy to thousands of victims and their families who 
experienced physical and sexual abuse during 
church and state care. According to “USNews,” 
from 1950 to 2019, reports suggest that 200,000 
children and adults (a third of the total popula-
tion in care) were suspected of horrific tortures 
like rape, sterilization, and electric shocking. A 
majority of the victims were Maori, New Zea-
land’s Indigenous people as well as those with 
mental and physical disabilities. The New Zea-
landic government has taken action on 28 main 
issues from the report and will have a full plan 
starting early in 2025, with a national remem-
brance day beginning next year on November 12. 

Climate: Park Employee Died Fighting 
Wildfire in New Jersey and New York, Air 
Quality Warnings Issued in Both States

An employee of New York’s (NY) parks tragi-
cally died in a wildfire that occurred as the result 
of a severe dry spell this fall. Dariel Vasquez was 
an 18-year-old working as a Parks and Recreation 
aide for the New York State Parks Department. 
The WDSU states that this wildfire was called 
the Jennings Creek wildfire and spread 3.9 square 
miles to the border of NY and New Jersey (NJ), 
specifically in Passaic County’s West Milford and 
Orange County, NY. “The Columbian” recorded 
that air quality warnings have been sent out for 
both New York City and northeastern NJ, urging 
people to avoid demanding physical activity out-

side and especially to stay indoors if they have 
asthma or a heart condition. Wildfires across 
New England have broken out this fall in forests 
such as the Lynn Woods Reservation ten miles 
north of Boston, F. Gilbert Hills State Forest in 
Foxborough, MA, and Burlington County, NJ.

Medicine: Senior Citizens in More Finan-
cial Pressure after “Medicare B” Prices Out-
pace Inflation and Social Security

The standard monthly payment of Medicare B 
Premium will rise by six percent to 185 dollars for 
senior citizens living in the United States start-
ing in 2025, says “USA Today.” Medicare Part A 
covers inpatient care in hospitals and facilities 
while Medicare Part B is responsible for visits to 
doctors, outpatient care, and services such as vac-
cines and medical equipment like wheelchairs, 
explains “CBS News.” Medicare Part B premium 
outspaced the cost-of-living adjustment (COLA) 
and the monthly inflation that rose to 2.3 percent 
in October. A few main reasons for the large in-
crease in cost were projected price increases as 
well as assumed utilization increases based on 
historical pattern reports “CMS.Gov.” With Part B 
premium growing faster than Social Security CO-
LAs, it will take larger percentages of the monthly 
Social Security checks, according to “USA Today.”

Technology: Apple Announces Plans to Stop 
Production of Vision Pro 

Apple announced its release of “Vision Pros” 
to the press on January 8, 2024, describing the 
arrival as “a start to spatial computing.” This was 
one of Apple’s more refreshing developments, 

incorporating intuitive gestures and the natural 
surroundings to break the border between tech-
nology and real life. Now, plans to shut down the 
production of this 3,499 dollars device have gone 
underway, though “CNET” reports that the com-
pany already has enough parts to continue pro-
duction until later next year. The price cap for 
this model of the Vision is a reason behind its 
unpopularity. By the end of 2025, Apple hopes to 
release a new version with a reasonable price so 
it can meet demand from customers, according to 
“The Information.” The new device is set to be 
compatible with the iPhone with ideas to incor-
porate widely used products into a new one.

Politics: Republicans Hold Edge over House 
Majority as GOP Gets Closer to Completing 
the “Trifecta”

With the recent victory of President-Elect 
Donald Trump, the Grand Old Party (GOP) seems 
to be outperforming the Democrats in all aspects 
of the political system. Ballotpedia defines a tri-
fecta as a state in which one political party holds 
control of the presidency, the Senate, and the 
House. With the GOP having an edge to reach a 
trifecta, President Trump would have flexibility 
in carrying out his intended goals without the 
objection of the Democrats. With the president’s 
first term providing the Supreme Court with 
three additional conservative justices, the court 
of the land remains in a 6-3 conservative favor. 
Over in the legislative branch, the Senate race 
was a Republican victory, with a 53-47 upset. As 
of the evening of November 14, Republicans hold 
a 218-209 House majority over Democrats ac-
cording to “NBC,” with five races yet to be called.

COLLECTED BY IAN KIM 
& SOPHIA TOLOKH

In the first Brace Student 
Fellow Presentation of the 
year, Elliot Weir ’26 deliv-
ered his presentation, entitled 
“Two-Spirit People in Na-
tive American Communities: 
Pre-contact, Colonization, 
and Decolonization” in Abbot 
Hall on November 11. 

In his presentation, Weir 
honed in on the lives of 
two-spirit people — a margin-
alized subset of Native Amer-
icans that do not conform to 
binary, Eurocentric standards 
of gender — through different 
time periods and phases of 
colonization, detailing a story 
of resilience behind the cur-
tain of convention. As a mem-
ber of the Chickasaw tribe, 
Weir conveyed the motivation 
behind his project, hoping to 
uncover the unknown histo-
ry of gender identity and the 
two-spirit community.  

“I have some family mem-
bers in the two-spirit commu-
nity… Not many people know 
about the people I’m going 
to talk about. Their places in 
the community are signifi-
cant, and in the past, [their 
numbers] have dwindled. Just 
keeping in mind the unfor-
tunate history that is theirs 
is important as well… Our 
thoughts about [gender iden-
tity] and our society are vast-
ly different than they were 
for the Native American so-
cieties before colonization. 
Even thinking about that is 
mind-boggling, and gender 
identity was just so different,” 
said Weir. 

As someone who already 
had some knowledge of 

two-spirit people, Patricia 
Har, Brace Center Director, 
described why Weir’s topic 
stood out to her. She men-
tioned the importance of hav-
ing a wide variety of topics 
studied in the Brace Program 
and specified that Weir’s spe-
cific topic and personal con-
nection made his presentation 
compelling. 

“[Elliot’s subject] was real-
ly a terrific topic that seemed 
personally relevant to him. 
Having a real connection to a 
topic tends to make for real-
ly strong work… His research 
proposal was solid, we hadn’t 
had a paper on two-spirit 
identity, especially in connec-
tion with North American, In-
digenous populations in any 
recent years that I can recall. 
It was a topic that met a lot of 
our hopes for what kind of a 
program we’d be able to offer 
this year,” said Har.

Weir elaborated on some of 
the main challenges he faced 
while researching his top-
ic, mainly acquiring primary 
sources. Weir used sources 
from older journals, explor-
ers, anthropologists, draw-
ings, as well as interviews 
with living two-spirit people.

“One of the challenges is 
the lack of sources on [sub-
jects] like this because prior 
to colonization, there weren’t 
any concrete historical re-
cords. Much of these records 
were dictated by European 
explorers, so [they] could be 
biased. One way I got around 
that was using the first re-
cords that explorers kept 
when they first came here. 
You can kind of get a sense of 
what life was like before they 
came because they hadn’t af-
fected things here [yet],” said 

Weir.
Allison Lee ’28, an attendee 

at Weir’s presentation, noted 
the most intriguing aspects 
of Weir’s topic, especially the 
loss of history and knowl-
edge of two-spirit people to 
colonization. Lee expanded 
on preconceived notions that 
“two-spirit” was a role or tra-
dition.  

“Something that was really 
interesting was that there is 
so much that we do not know 
about how two-spirit people 
used to exist in native culture. 
I’ve heard of them before, but 
I always just assumed that 
there was much more of an 
established role that people 

were stepping into, or an es-
tablished tradition. It is very 
interesting and sad as well to 
see how much historical ev-
idence we’ve lost as a result 
of destructive colonization,” 
said Lee.

Aurelia Zhang ’27 shared 
how Weir’s presentation suc-
ceeded in giving people a dif-
ferent way to think about gen-
der constructs. Zhang brought 
up the benefit of educating 
others about two-spirit peo-
ple, both within and beyond 
the LGBTQIA+ community. 

“Information [about the 
two-spirit people] will help 
[LGBTQIA+] people to go on 
knowing that [defying gen-

der roles] is something that 
has been done in history. 
They don’t have to build ev-
erything from the ground up 
by themselves. For people 
who might not identify with 
the [LGBTQIA+] community, 
it’s still very helpful because 
gender roles themselves are 
imposing restrictions on how 
people live and how they 
understand themselves. It’s 
important to recognize that. 
This is just a helpful new par-
adigm for people to learn new 
practices that are also for ev-
eryone,” said Zhang. 

KRISTEN MA 
& ETHAN XU

Brace Fellow Elliot Weir ’26 Uncovers Legacy of Two-Spirit People
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As the first Brace Fellow presenter this year, Elliot Weir ’26 spoke on the lives of two-spirit people in Abbot Hall.
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Week’s Top Headlines

• With Winter Coming BVS Passes 
Down Sassy Crown to BVH

• Students Confused if They Now 
“Gotta Get Down” on Monday 
Due to the Friday Scheduling

• Students Plan to Avenge Dean 
by Attacking John Krasinski for 
Robbing His Title 

• PASC Encourages Students to 
Appreciate the Heat While It 
Lasts, Referencing Mandatory 
Upcoming Green Cup Challenge

•  Football Loses. Again. 
• Yes+ to Put Fruit Roll Up Tattoos 

on Dental Dams
• Freshmen Sent to North Pole Early 

This Year to Help Santa

GENTRY THATCHER

Finals Study Strats

• 
surfers playing on screen

• Hitting my physics teacher with a hammer and replacing 
my grade (inelastic collision)

• Cheating on my ethics assignment
• Putting my history teacher on the 2073 APUSH exam cur-

riculum if I don’t get 100 percent
• 
• Creating fake tinder account and blackmailing my teacher 

(Yeah, check your own Academic Integrity now English 
teacher)

• 
• Adder-
• Educating myself on the exhilarating and downright fas-

cinating adventures of the great Royal Highness “Von” of 
the “O”, allowing me to live up to the fullest of my teachers 
expectations.

• Practice problems: Find the probability that I pass math 
class given that I made a bomb threat in class. A: 72 percent

• Train yourself like a Dog: 1 Zyn for every question you get 
right

• Break knees for a Sykes extension (100 percent success rate)
• Pomodoro technique: 5 minutes feeding prompts into 

ChatGPT, 25 minutes Instragram Reels (It's called balance)

“Call him Voldemort the way 
he's a master of the dark arts.”

“You guys should make a 9th 
page, the erotica section.”

“Don’t you think it's weird how 
much we yell that we like it 
raw?”

OVERHEARD 
ON THE PATHS

“Bro ISTG she's on 6 probation." 
- Student who hasn't submitted 
a single assignment
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SPORTS

On Sunday, Boys Baseball 
Head Coach Kevin Graber 
(KG) was inducted into the 
New York State Baseball Hall 
of Fame. 

Graber has led Andover 
Baseball to five Central New 
England Prep Final Cham-
pionships and to the Central 
New England Prep Final Four 
12 consecutive times. He also 
holds multiple coaching hon-
ors and has mentored over 70 
collegiate baseball athletes, 
some of which were Gatorade 
Massachusetts Players of the 
Year. Before Andover, Gra-
ber played professional base-
ball as well. This year, he re-
turned to the school after two 
years, during which he was 
a coach and a coordinator in 
the Chicago Cubs organiza-
tion. While with the Cubs, 
he directed baserunning and 
base-stealing strategies and 
took on key responsibilities in 
Major League Spring Train-
ing.

Graber’s career as a base-

ball player was difficult: as a 
senior in college, he was di-
agnosed with lymphoma and 
had to undergo six months 
of chemotherapy and three 
months of radiation. Despite 
the health complications, 
Graber worked tirelessly and 
made sacrifices to fulfill his 
aspirations. 

“It wasn’t a lot of fun and 
I had to rebound after and 
through all that stuff to find 
my way into profession-
al baseball as a player back 
in the 1990s… I could have 
said, ‘Oh, well, the profes-
sional level isn’t for me.’ But 
I didn’t. I thought it was im-
portant enough to keep going 
and dedicate a good chunk of 
my life to grinding and mak-
ing sacrifices to make that 
happen. I’m proud of the fact 
that it wasn’t easy. One of my 
many mantras is that nothing 
worthwhile is easy, and that 
was certainly the case with 
my path in baseball,” said 
Graber. 

Penn State commit Robert 
Brown ’25, a player on the 
Andover Boys Baseball team, 
was present at the Hall of 

Fame induction. He congrat-
ulated Graber, crediting this 
honor to Graber’s relentless 
dedication to the game of 
baseball. Brown also cited the 
attendance of baseball leg-
ends Don Mattingly and Buck 
Showalter. 

“He was among some of the 
baseball greats in that room: 
Don Mattingly and Buck 
Showalter… To be among that 
company and in a room like 
that was truly incredible. It’s 
a testament to all the hard 
work and dedication that he’s 
put in throughout his career. 
He’s jumped through so many 
hoops and taken so many 
risks. He’s talked about how 
a lot of people credit his suc-
cess to luck and he rebutted 
that by saying it’s not luck. 
Some of the things that he’s 
risked, some of the things that 
he’s done… It’s a testament to 
his dedication and his love 
for the sport that really came 
together that night,” said 
Brown. 

Reflecting on the induc-
tion, Graber emphasized the 
significance of being honored 
alongside baseball legends, 
whom he watched growing 
up. An inductee alongside 
Graber was 18-time Ma-
jor League Baseball (MLB) 
all-star catcher Yogi Berra, 
a player who had won ten 
World Series titles — the most 
of any other MLB player. 

Graber said, “It’s a big deal. 
I used to feel like a baseball 
player who coached, but now 
I’ve been coaching for more 
years than I’ve played the 
game. Now I feel like a coach 
who used to be a player and 
an honor like this makes me 
hit pause and think back to 
my playing days in a way that 
I don’t often anymore. When 
you compound that with the 
list of other players who are 
honored, which includes 
some of my idols growing up 
and players I watched on tele-
vision with my dad, it’s real-

ly humbling… To be included 
in a group like that makes it 
pretty special.” 

Brown described Graber’s 
circle of supporters who at-
tended the ceremony, which 
included his former and 
current players, family, and 
childhood friends. 

“As for the spectators, 
[Coach Graber] had a massive 
crowd. He filled four or five 
tables full of people… It was 
full of different people from 
all different walks of his life. 
That’s the same for the other 
inductees: you could tell how 
much these people meant 
to their community and the 
people around them by who 
showed up for them,” said 
Brown. 

Even with the notability of 
coaching professional base-
ball, Graber missed being in-
volved within the Andover 
community. His return is not 

only to baseball at Andover 
but to the many roles and 
people on campus.

Graber said, “I missed a 
lot about Andover. It’s not so 
much the baseball stuff; what 
I really missed was advising, 
being in the dorm, being in 
the classroom, teaching EBI 
[Empathy, Balance, Inclu-
sion], and chaperoning every-
thing under the sun just be-
cause I love being around the 
students and playing a role in 
their lives. One of the things 
I took away from professional 
baseball was how much I en-
joy that part of being around 
people and being around fam-
ilies and kids. I just missed 
that quite a bit so it’s good to 
be back.” 

Graber will serve as An-
dover Boys Baseball’s Head 
Coach in the spring. 
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Andover Baseball Head Coach, Kevin Graber,
 Inducted into the New York State Baseball Hall of Fame 
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Kevin Graber received many accolades to complement his distinction.
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Kevin Graber gave a speech to address his induction.

In the final Andover Foot-
ball (1-7) game of the season, 
a sea of red rushed the field as 
the clock hit zero. To close off 
the season, Andover Football 
faced the number one ranked 
team in the New England Pre-
paratory School Atheltic Coun-
cil, Phillips Exeter Academy 
(Exeter), ultimately losing 42-
21 at home. 

Exeter started the game off 
strong, which brought the vis-
itors to a significant lead by 
halftime. Carter Aime ’25 de-
scribed the intense environ-
ment of the rivalry game and 
reflected upon how the team 
responded to the game’s result.

Aime said, “It was a fun en-
vironment to play in, having all 
the fans there, a lot of friends 
in the crowd. It was really fun 
to be playing in that game. It 
was electric out there… We had 
a lot of mixed emotions, some 
guys were happy, some guys 
were sad because it was a pret-
ty bad loss. Some people were 
sad that the season was over 
because we put in a lot of work 
in, but others treated the loss 
as more a relief because our 
team has taken a bit of a beat-
ing with a lot of injuries and a 
lot of other challenges.”

Playing in his first Andover/
Exeter (A/E), Matthew Saleh 
’26 further commented on the 
game atmosphere. Saleh spoke 
of the game as one that was 

more hype, competitive, most 
importantly, memorable than 
any other. 

“Even though our coaches 
told us about the crazy envi-
ronment and helped us pre-
pare for it, it was definitely still 
something I never experienced 
before. There was a lot of hype 
around it before the weekend 
and our coaches were telling us 
all about it. All the players who 
were there last year were de-

scribing to us how it was gonna 
be like, and it was really a lot of 
fun to be part of the 147-year 
history. So, that was definitely 
a moment that I will cherish 
forever,” said Saleh.

Jayden Franklin PG’25 re-
capped the team’s effort this 
season along with some of the 
specific preparations that went 
into A/E, and reflected on how 
the team performed.

“I’m a big film guy, so I 

watched a lot of films of our 
opponents. I studied their 
weaknesses and I knew how 
to exploit them. I was mental-
ly and physically prepared for 
Exeter. I kept asking [Coach] 
Ernie Adams questions and he 
told me during practice how 
to play well against specific 
teams. I used that knowledge 
towards different teams. I 
feel like the team could have 
played better but if we’re gon-

na talk about me I always feel 
like there’s room for improve-
ment. I’m also empathetic for 
all of my teammates who were 
hurt and they didn’t get to play 
throughout the season. I’m 
thankful that I was able to play 
throughout the whole season 
and I wish them a speedy re-
covery,” said Franklin. 

Andover was able to cut the 
lead significantly in the second 
half. Saleh summarized what 
the team energy was like com-
ing out of the locker room at 
the end of halftime as the team 
prepared to attempt a come-
back. 

Saleh said, “[We] all agreed 
we had a bit of a rough first 
half. Then we came together 
in the locker rooms and com-
ing out of the locker room, get-
ting ready for the second half, 
we came together. Not just [as] 
a team but as a family and we 
played hard the second half. 
For some, it was their last high 
school game ever, so we played 
for them. We played for all the 
Seniors and we worked as a 
team.” 

Aime reflected on his final 
season playing football at An-
dover. He described the team 
culture inspired by Andover 
Football and how the team has 
been a transforming and valu-
able experience. 

“It was a pretty surreal mo-
ment. I never thought my high 
school football career would 
come to an end. I had a lot of 
fun with my teammates and my 
coaches throughout playing 
football here. I learned a lot of 
valuable lessons. I will cherish 
it for the rest of my life and I’m 
grateful to have had this expe-
rience.”

Exeter Extends Winning Streak in
Historic A/E Rivalry as Andover Football’s Season Comes To A Close

JACOB JONES
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Denzil N. Pierre PG’25 avoids a tackle, driving the ball forward.
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Head Coach Keri Lambert 
first started cross country in 
eighth grade, joining 99 other 
middle schoolers on the team, 
including her older brothers. 
Lambert went on to have an 
excellent competitive history 
at Amherst College, running 
twelve seasons and earning 
seven All-Americans. She later 
attended Yale Graduate School, 
serving as a graduate assistant 
coach for Yale’s Women’s Cross 
Country and Track & Field.

Lambert’s passion for coach-
ing girls cross country stems 
from empowering young female 
student-athletes to become con-
fident in their capabilities. Fur-
thermore, Lambert loves to form 
new relationships with hard-
working people and continue to 
connect with them throughout 
the season with spontaneous 
conversations. 

“My love for the sport and 
my strong belief that it can em-
power students, especially girls, 
to feel comfortable, strong, and 
capable in their bodies. Cross 
country also tends to attract su-
per hard-working, thoughtful, 
and often quirky people, who I 
enjoy working with. My favorite 
way to connect with athletes is 
through conversations on easy 
trail runs, when we jump from 
topic to topic to topic, often to-
tally unrelated to running,” said 
Lambert.

Adding onto Lambert’s point, 
Ela Budzinski ’28 vividly recalls 

one of the conversations noting 
how the friendly and welcoming 
nature of the conversation made 
Budzinski, a new Junior, feel 
more integrated into the team.

“There was one time where 
we were on a long run and we 
[Coach and I] ran together. We 
had a really nice conversation. 
It didn’t feel like I was talking to 
my coach. It just felt like I was 
talking to my friend. We really 
connected on running because 
she was a runner herself. It had 
a strong impact on me and I felt 
so welcome on the team,” said 
Ela Budzinski.

Lambert argues that cross 

country is about more than just 
who finishes with the fastest 
time. She sees it as a sport that 
emphasizes four core values — 
selflessness, integrity, inclusion, 
and joy — all deeply connected 
through teamwork and sports-
manship.

“Cross Country is often be-
lieved to be an individual sport 
for stoic people who look a 
particular way. PAXC [Phillips 
Academy Cross Country] chal-
lenges that stereotype in every 
sense by emphasizing that we 
are strongest when we work to-
gether, find joy in hard work, and 
welcome people from all athlet-

ic backgrounds, including those 
who have never done a sport be-
fore. Integrity is a value that we 
try to impart in a wide variety of 
ways, from talking about the im-
portance of sportsmanship, em-
phasizing wellness and the need 
to respect our bodies and selves, 
and really trying hard to practice 
how we perform,” said Lambert.

Anya Budzinski ’26 reflected 
on how Lambert creates a bond 
amongst Girls Cross Country. 
Lambert’s emphasis on commu-
nity can be shown when she en-
courages team exercises before 
and after practices and matches.

“She really encourages us 
to work together in workouts 
and in races, and also warming 
up together and cooling down 
together after workouts, using 
each other to help each other get 
better. I think that really builds 
a tight community in which 
everyone is working togeth-
er to improve and everyone is 
supporting each other because 
she encourages us to do every-
thing in practice together and 
at meets. That really builds the 
community and no one is left 
running by themselves,” said 
Anya Budzinski.

Under Lambert’s inclusive 
spirit, integrating within the 
team proved to be easy for new 
students such as Ela Budzinski. 
Understanding how Ela Budz-
inski and other Juniors do not 
have much previous experience 
running cross country, Lambert 
has continuously cared for their 
health throughout the season. 

“She was a big reason why it 
was so good for me because me 

and a few other [Juniors who] 
don’t have as much running 
experience as people that have 
been at the school for a couple 
of years, so she’s definitely been 
looking out for us… She’s mak-
ing sure that we’re not running 
too far or have too much mile-
age or overdoing it, so she’s re-
ally caring. I appreciated how 
she’s looked out for us,” said Ela 
Budzinski.

Although Lambert’s assistant 
position at Yale prohibited her 
from being able to impact the 
team in a significant way, being 
a head coach at Andover in 2020 
allowed Lambert to become 
more intimate with the team’s 
needs by designing workouts 
and checking in on athletes.

“Some things were totally dif-
ferent and others very much the 
same. At Yale, I was a grad[uate] 
assistant, so I didn’t design 
workouts or shape the team’s 
experience in big ways. But from 
the head coach there, I learned 
the importance of frequently 
checking in with athletes, tai-
loring workouts to individuals’ 
needs, and generally meeting 
athletes where they’re at on any 
given day, all of which was pret-
ty different from my own com-
petitive experience as an athlete. 
I learned that sometimes less is 
more, and that’s a lesson I feel 
like I’m constantly trying to im-
part on Andover athletes,” said 
Lambert.

Lambert will continue as the 
Head Coach of Girls Indoor 
Track & Field in the winter.

Building Stronger Runners and Stronger Bonds:
Coach Keri Lambert’s Journey of Empowering Girls Cross Country

AARON HUANG

Captain Emma Hagstrom 
’25 has stepped up as a lead-
er for the Girls Cross Country 
team, even as she navigates 
a challenging injury this sea-
son. Despite her limited abil-
ity to compete, Hagstrom has 
shown remarkable dedication, 
supporting her teammates in 
every way she can. From mo-
tivating runners at practice to 
providing valuable race-day 
guidance, her influence goes 
beyond the physical aspects of 
the sport.

Inspired by her mother’s 
background in running, Hag-
strom first explored cross 
country in middle school. She 
reflected on the demanding 
mental and physical challenges 
of the sport, which have been 
deeply rewarding due to the 
strong bonds she’s been able to 
build with her teammates.

“I first started running cross 
country and track in middle 
school and it was because my 
mom did it. And she really 
liked it, so I wanted to do it 
too. My favorite aspect of cross 
country would probably be the 
mental toughness that it builds 
and also people that I’ve met. 
It takes a really tough person 
to be able to stick with cross 
country especially because 
you’re trying to run your hard-
est over three miles, which 
is already really hard. It’s the 
challenge that draws in some 

of the most dedicated and sup-
portive people that I’ve ever 
met and I’ve met some of my 
best friends on the cross coun-
try team,” said Hagstrom. 

Tasha Bohorad ’26 described 
Hagstrom as quiet and humble, 
yet extremely hard-working. 
She has a get-it-done mindset, 
giving her all to each practice 
without making a big deal out 
of the challenge. 

Bohorad said, “She works 
very silently; she’s very humble 
about her work ethic. She just 
will say, ‘Okay, we have a work-
out today,’ and then she’ll do 
the work and she knows that 
she’ll do it to the best of her 
ability. She doesn’t make it the 
whole thing, she just does the 
work, and I really admire that.” 

Hagstrom leads by example, 
consistently acting as a role 
model for her teammates. Even 
after a foot injury earlier in the 
season, she remains committed 
to mentoring her team, help-
ing them see the value in every 
part of the sport, including the 
activities that may seem trivial 
at first glance, like stretching.

“I try to lead by example, 
which is honestly kind of chal-
lenging this season because I 
broke my foot early on in the 
season… I try to just lead by 
example and do all the little 
things so that they see that and 
they wanna do it. So, for exam-
ple, I do things like core after 
practice or doing my foot rehab 
or just stretching after practice. 
I want them to see me do it and 
also want to do it too. This real-

ly helps them understand that 
we do the things that we do to 
get better, not just to waste our 
time,” said Hagstrom. 

Anya Budzinski ’26 praised 
Hagstrom’s work ethic, noting 
how she sets the standard for 
the rest of the team. She elab-
orated on her appreciation for 
the positive energy Hagstrom 
spreads and noted how the 
team is motivated by her ded-
ication and work ethic.

“She works so hard and is 
one of the hardest-working 
people that I know. She really 
sets the tone for the team in a 
lot of ways. In workouts, she 

goes out and gives everything 
she has every day. She’s always 
encouraging everyone and 
[pushing] herself in practice 
really hard every day. [That 
set] the challenge for the team 
when I was new and that moti-
vated me to do the same,” said 
Budzinski. 

Upon arriving at Andover, 
Hagstrom recalls being shy, 
with her former Captains en-
couraging her to push beyond 
her comfort zone. Now, as Cap-
tain this season, she strives to 
embody the same inspiring 
presence her past leaders dis-
played.

Hagstrom said, “I wanted 
to become Captain after some 
of my Captains in my lower-
classmen years really helped 
me open up. I was really shy 
when I was a lowerclassman 
and it was really hard for me 
to talk to people. The Cap-
tains on the team at that point 
in time [were] Natasha [Mur-
omcew ’22] and Ashley [Song 
’23], and they really helped me 
step outside my comfort zone 
and make new friends. They 
made me into the person I am 
today; I wanted to be able to do 
the same thing to other lower-
classmen on the team or just 
new people on the team who 
struggle to get to know people.” 

Looking forward to the end 
of the season, Hagstrom hopes 
the team will continue their 
efforts, with numerous PRs 
throughout the season serving 
as a testament to their hard 
work. Additionally, as a Senior 
this year, Hagstrom plans to 
finish strong and pursue cross 
country and track into college.

Hagstrom said, “Right now, 
I’m planning to run cross coun-
try and track in college; We’ll 
see where I end up. As for the 
rest of the season, I really wan-
na continue what we have been 
doing this season. Everyone 
has been working really hard 
and getting PRs. I want to con-
tinue that hard work, especial-
ly as we go into our final races.” 

ETHAN LY

Girls Cross Country Captain 
Emma Hagstrom ’25 Gives Her All No Matter the Challenge 
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Girls Cross Country was an-
nounced as the New England 
Preparatory School Track 
Association (Interschols) Di-
vision I Champions this past 
Saturday. After a heartbreak-
ing one point defeat during the 
championship race last season, 
the team came back stronger, 
scoring a total of 62 points. 
Amelia Alvazzi ’26 placed sec-
ond in the race with a time of 
18:35 and Anya Budzinski ’26 
came in tenth with a time of 
19:44. Co-Captain Emma Hag-
strom ’25, Zoe von Eckarts-
berg ’26, Tara Menon ’26, Anya 
Budzinski, and Alvazzi all 
placed in the top 20, receiving 
All-New England honors. 

Hagstrom recalls the antici-
pation and excitement, before 
and after the results were de-
clared.

“We heard second place, and 
they announced it really slowly. 

We were squeezing each oth-
er’s hands, and it was Loomis. 
We were like, ‘We won this!’ 
Then, they said the winners 
were Phillips Academy Ando-
ver. We all started screaming. 
We freaked out, and I went to 
go grab the plaque, because I’m 
the captain, and then we got 
some gold medals for the team. 
We were so happy,” said Hag-
strom.

According to Ela Budzins-
ki ’28, the air of the meet was 
electric, especially with it be-
ing the last one of the season.

“The atmosphere was really 
exciting. I know a lot of peo-
ple have been looking forward 
to it. It was surreal that it was 
here. There were a lot of teams 
there, and the energy was re-
ally high. Everyone was really 
excited for the last meet of the 
season,” said Ela Budzinski.

The team struggled with in-
juries throughout the season, 
with the entire Varsity roster 
racing for the first time togeth-
er only very recently. Hagstrom 
noted the emphasis captains 

and coaches placed on staying 
healthy leading up to the Inter-
schols race. 

Hagstrom said, “We’ve been 
focusing a lot on really good, 
high-quality warm-ups. I al-
ways tell the girls when we do 
the warm-ups, I’m not trying 
to waste your time. We do this 
so we can prevent injuries, if 
possible, and we do all the little 
things to make sure that we’re 
staying healthy and we’re at 
the lowest risk of getting hurt.”

The hilly nature of the 
course played to Andover’s 
strengths but still required a 
well-thought-out strategy from 
captains and coaches, who 
toured the course earlier in 
the week to strategize. Alvazzi 
added that her training gave 
her a strong finish, propelling 
her to second place.

“It was a pretty hilly course, 
and everyone was saying it was 
a slow course. I wasn’t expect-
ing much, and I was aiming to 
place in the top five, but then, 
Andover works hills so much 
that in the end, I was able to 

kick and place second, and I 
was able to PR, which was re-
ally great,” said Alvazzi.

During the season, Girls 
Cross Country created a sup-
portive team environment. 
Ela Budzinski mentioned how 
athletes pushed one another 
to grow and improve, helping 
build bonds between the run-
ners and ultimately aiding in 
the win. 

Ela Budzinski said, “[The 
team] was so welcoming for 
the whole season. Working to-
gether and training together. 
Through all the hard workouts, 
we lifted each other up, and we 
were prepared. The course was 
really hilly, but we worked on 
hills the whole season. We just 
lifted each other and picked 
each other up when we were 
down.”

With both mental and phys-
ical strength being so vital 
to success in the sport, Girls 
Cross Country intentionally in-
corporates mental training and 
team bonding alongside physi-
cal workouts. Hagstrom shared 

how the team focuses on the 
key values of collaboration and 
encouragement.

“Cross Country is a sport 
that is a little bit closer than 
other sports, just because our 
sport is so mentally tough, ev-
eryone who does it is mentally 
strong, and you form such good 
bonds with them. We do team 
warm up together. We all meet 
in front of Sam[uel] Phil[lips 
Hall] every single week. It’s su-
per fun. All the Seniors come 
down. It’s in front of Sam Phil, 
when we all do our cheer, do 
strides, and do a team huddle. I 
would say our teamwork hon-
estly has gotten us to where 
we have been this season. If we 
weren’t a unit and didn’t work 
as a team, we would not have 
been able to do this. It really 
took everyone on the team, ev-
eryone buying into this, every-
one working hard together, and 
everyone doing the little things 
to make sure that we could get 
this done,” said Hagstrom.

Girls Cross Country Claims Victory at Interschols, 
With Five Runners Receiving All-New England Honors

VIVIEN VALCKX &
AUDREY BAETEN-RUFFO
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On Saturday, Boys Cross Coun-
try placed second in the varsity 
race at New England Preparato-
ry School Track Association (In-
terschols). Despite the difficult 
Hotchkiss course — which fea-
tured an infamously steep slope 
after the second mile dubbed the 
“Cardiac Hill,” followed by a slow 
uphill section ironically called 
cardiac arrest — the team pushed 
through, concluding their season 
on a high note.

Henry Zimmerman ’27 high-
lighted Co-Captain Tam Gavenas 
’25 as the standout of the meet, 
noting that Gavenas shattered 
the previous record by over 50 

seconds, finishing with a time of 
15:01. He also highlighted how the 
junior varsity (JV) team adjusted 
their strategy by learning from 
varsity’s races, starting at a slow-
er pace to conserve energy, then 
steadily accelerating as the race 
progressed.

“Tam Gavenas ’25 ran an ex-
ceptional race, going out strong 
and staying on pace despite the 
punishing hills in the second 
half on his way to a commanding 
course record. Strategically, after 
hearing from the Varsity boys that 
they went out too fast in the first 
2.5K and subsequently fell back 
on the hilly second half, the JV 
team took this into account. We 
stayed controlled, and in contact 
with the leaders in the first half, 
and then passed them on the hills 
near the end of the race,” said 
Zimmerman. 

Head Coach Patrick Rielly 
praised Gavenas’s performance 
and extended his commendation 
to the other top performers on 
both the Varsity and JV teams. He 
noted that the team’s effort in the 
final stages of the season has been 
truly impressive.

“The race of the day on the 
boys’ side was Tam Gavenas’s 
brilliant front-running en route 
to breaking the previous course 
record by more than 50 seconds. 
Arashi Hunter [PG]’25, who fin-
ished fifth overall, also ran faster 
than the previous course record, 
which shows how strong this field 
of runners was. Luke Williamson 
’25 ran the race of his life to secure 
all-New England honors, and 
[Co-Captain] Luke Francis ’25 
secured a big win in the JV race 
with a commanding performance 
and tactical final surge.”

Zimmerman expanded on his 
earlier point, explaining that An-
dover prepared for the meet by 
studying the course layout in ad-
vance and strategizing to counter 
Phillips Exeter Academy’s (Ex-
eter) strengths.

“We focused on understanding 
the layout of the course. We knew 
that the Exeter runners were go-
ing to go out fast as they always do, 
and we figured out which specific 
places on the course were ideal 
for passing other runners deci-
sively. Right after Cardiac Hill, in 
the section called Cardiac Arrest, 

we were able to move up and pass 
a good amount of runners just as 
we’d planned to earlier,” Zimmer-
man said.

Zimmerman highlighted An-
dover’s strengths in hill condition-
ing and patience. He also reflected 
on how memorable Interschols 
was, with the sunny weather, 
strong competition, and enthu-
siastic crowds creating a positive 
experience for the runners.

“We’re very strong on the hills 
so this was a course well-suited 
to our team, but we’re also very 
patient. Patience is useful but can 
be a weakness when valued too 
highly. It was a thrill to watch two 
course records be broken and to 
participate in such an outstanding 
event with talented athletes from 
all over New England. The sun-
ny and bright weather brought 
out the joy of competition. The 
crowds were really enthusiastic, 
and they made every race more 
fun to watch and run,” said Zim-
merman. 

Rielly built on Zimmerman’s 
point by emphasizing the benefits 
of Interschols, noting how it offers 
the runners a chance to compete 

against the best in the Northeast. 
It provided a true test of their abil-
ities and showcased the strength 
of their performance.

“Interschols is a great event 
that brings together all of New 
England prep school XC, and we 
knew going into the meet that 
it would be a very competitive 
field. The day itself was brisk and 
blustery: the ideal New England 
cross-country environment. The 
top five boys all ran faster than the 
previous course record, so it was a 
fast day on Hotchkiss’s hilly home 
course,” said Rielly.

Looking ahead, Rielly outlined 
his vision for the team’s future. He 
believes the experience gained by 
the returning runners this year 
will drive and sustain a compet-
itive squad and program as they 
move into next season.

Rielly said, “Looking forward, 
BXC [Boys Cross Country] brings 
back nine runners from this year’s 
Interschols squad, and we’re 
looking to continue to develop the 
program to keep it competitive at 
the top of Interschols.”

Boys Cross Country Finishes Second in Their Final Race of the Season

EMMA HONG
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On Saturday, the number one 
ranked Girls Field Hockey team 
competed in its annual Andover/
Exeter (A/E) game, claiming a 
victory of 6-0 and adding a 16th 
win to its undefeated season. 
This streak continued when, on 
Wednesday, the team competed 
in its first playoff game, facing 
number eight seed Milton Acade-
my, whom the team beat 5-0 earli-
er in the season, securing its spot 
in the semi-finals with a 2-0 win. 

Regarding the team’s game 
against Phillips Exeter Academy, 
Kimberley Duplessis ’27 high-
lighted the skills of Co-Captain 
Molly Boyle ’25. She recalled her 
strong performance, character-

ized by many goals. 
“I’d say Molly Boyle [stood 

out], because she scored three 
goals, or four, or something like 
that. She definitely got a hat trick. 
She was on fire the entire game 
and was amazing. She just killed 
it,” said Duplessis. 

Additionally, Vanessa Hall ’28 
commended Senior Meg Stine-
man ’25. Hall noted that Stineman 
also scored an impressive goal, 
coming up with possession from 
the defensive area to the offensive 
area. 

Hall said, “[Her goal] was our 
third goal. Our midfielder Meg 
carried the ball up almost the 
whole field and just had a real-
ly good shot from the top of the 
circle that went in. It was a real-
ly good shot and just a good play 
overall.” 

After the quarterfinal game 
against Milton on Wednesday, 
Quiana Bell ’26 noted that Mil-
ton brought out some tactics 
that forced the team to adjust its 
play and algorithm. Nonetheless, 
she praised the whole team for a 
strong, collaborative effort. 

Bell said, “[Wednesday] was 
just a big, honest team effort. We 
didn’t score a goal until the third 
quarter and I don’t think it was 
any specific person because it lit-
erally took the entire team to get 
the ball from the defense all the 
way up to the offense to get that 
tip in by Molly Driscoll [PG ’25]. 

We worked really hard through-
out the whole game to really just 
put that ball in the net. During the 
whole first half, we didn’t really 
possess the ball that much and 
we didn’t really have many scor-
ing opportunities, so really having 
just that goal in the third quarter 
and everybody working together 
to get that goal was just important 
for our team.”

Following this win, Field Hock-
ey looks forward to its semi-final 
game taking place on Saturday. 
Ultimately aiming to win the 
championship game, Bell reflect-
ed on the team’s challenges while 
facing Milton and shared the as-
pects of play the team plans to 
improve leading up to its faceoff 
against number four Greenwich 
Academy. 

“We play [Milton] every single 
year in the playoffs, but I would 
say for our game we’re having a 
bit of trouble with our ball move-
ment. Milton would crowd the 
ball; they would send four or five 
girls. We had trouble just keeping 
possession and making moves 
around the girls and would go 
through and they were there to 
stop us every time. We want to 
work on moving the ball quicker, 
like one touch to get up the field, 
and then having those elimina-
tion moves to get around those 
people. Keeping our composure 
and keeping our heads up to look 
forward to that space and not a 

passage where there’s like a whole 
group of people will help us for 
future games and against Green-
wich,” said Bell. 

Field Hockey will compete 
against Greenwich Academy in its 
semi-final game at home on Sat-
urday. 

Continuing Dominance: Girls Field Hockey
Remains Undefeated against Exeter and Milton

EMILY NEY &
ASHLEY SUH

Lucy Parker ’26 runs toward the opponent planning to intercept the ball.
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Girls Volleyball Falls Short in 3-0 Loss to Exeter

Girls Volleyball had its an-
nual Andover/Exeter (A/E) 
match, ending in a 3-0 victory 
for Phillips Exeter Academy 
(Exeter). The team showed 
immense heart and determi-
nation throughout the game, 
keeping positive energy 
through the last few points. 

The atmosphere of the 
game was charged with pres-
sure and intensity. Hailey 
Piasecki ’26 reflected on the 
match and acknowledged the 
weight of the rivalry.  

“I had a lot of fun in the 
game, but with how stressful 
and how much pressure there 
is during A/E, we let that get 
to us a little bit, so we played 
pretty tense and a little timid. 
We could have done better, 
but it was overall still fun,” 
said Piasecki. 

 Despite the tense atmo-
sphere, Piasecki noted the 
pivotal role of Kate Rodgers 
’26, whose energy and leader-
ship were a driving force for 

the team. Another was Ash-
ley Schuman ’27, whose abil-
ity to dig and return difficult 
shots helped defend against 
Exeter’s potent offense and 
build Andover’s own attacks.

Piasecki said, “I would 
definitely say Kate was a key 
player. She had such constant 
energy, and was smiling the 
whole time no matter what 
the score was or how well 
we were doing, and she just 
brought our energy up so 
much. I would also say Ashley 
did [an] amazing back row. 
Her defense always carries 
us through these games, and 
she’s such a consistent player. 
We can always count on her.”

Selene Xu ’27 also high-
lighted Schuman’s exception-
al defense, which was vital 
in keeping Exeter’s powerful 
hitters at bay.  

“Ashley did a good job of 
defense at this game. She’s 
always [played] consistent-
ly throughout the season, 
but this game too, especially 
against Exeter’s very strong 
hitters. No matter how far it 
was, she was diving all over 
the place. I just want to ap-
plaud her because everything 
else depends on defense, and 
she’s been doing really great 
the whole season, and she’s 
the foundation of the whole 
team,” said Xu

Piasecki commended Zoe 
Gilbertson ’27 for stepping 

up when Co-Captain Sophie 
Holten-Moravek ’25 had to 
leave the court because of a 
recurring injury. Piasecki em-
phasized the grit that each 
player put into the last few 
points of the game, fighting 
until the very end of the sea-
son. 

“A key moment was when 
Sophie had to step off, and 
Zoe stepped up and total-
ly came in with a smile, had 
amazing energy, and really 
killed it. Another key moment 
is just the last couple points. 
We all came together and re-
ally just left it all out there on 
the court, and put our all into 
every play because we were 
recognizing that this could 
be the end of our season, and 
we really went all out in those 
last couple points,” Piasecki 
said.

Gracie Aziabor ’26 noted 
the emotions that came with 
the last game of the season. 
She shared that, despite the 
loss, the team managed to 
keep its energy up. 

“It was bittersweet be-
cause, not even consider-
ing the result, it was the last 
game of the season, our last 
time playing with some of our 
Seniors, or playing with that 
team or that iteration of the 
team for a year. It was more 
sad feelings that the season 
was ending, but I know it was 
also a fun time. Even though 

we did lose the game, the 
team’s energy was really good 
throughout,” said Aziabor. 

Despite the 3-0 loss, Girls 
Volleyball showed moments 
of resilience and teamwork. 
Xu noted the team’s opti-
mism during the game and its 
growth this season.

Xu said, “Overall, it defi-
nitely could have [been] 
played better, but the energy 
level overall is really good, 
whether it was from our fans 

or from the bench, or just on 
the court in general. Everyone 
had a positive attitude, and it 
definitely worked through a 
lot of hard plays. Even though 
the result definitely wasn’t 
the best, I’m really proud of 
not only this game, but seeing 
how we’ve grown as a team 
since the beginning,” said Xu. 

ALISTAIR FRITZ-GRUBER
& HAOYU ZHANG

Hailey Piasecki ’26 spikes the ball.
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Chemistry Beyond Family: Girls Soccer
Shuts Out Exeter But Loses in Playoffs

In the 146th Andover/Exeter 
games, Girls Soccer (12-3-3) de-
feated Phillips Exeter Academy 
(Exeter) 3-0 on a chilly Saturday 
to clinch the sixth seed in the 
New England Preparatory School 
Athletic Council (NEPSAC) Girls 
Soccer Class A tournament. They 
faced third seed Choate for the 
second time this season in the 
quarterfinals on Wednesday, ulti-
mately losing 1-0.

According to Sarah Powers 
’26, the team went into its game 
against Exeter with a positive at-
titude. Although having already 
secured a spot in the playoffs, the 
team put its maximum effort into 
heading into the postseason as 
strongly as possible.

Powers said, “[The game] went 

pretty well. We were very hyped 
and excited for Exeter, and it 
was really exciting. We were re-
ally hopeful to win because we 
were looking forward to playoffs 
already. We were already guar-
anteed a playoff spot, but we just 
wanted to make sure to play hard 
and work together and commu-
nicate on the field so we could 
heighten the energy on the team 
and translate our skills into play-
offs.”

Andover had already played its 
regular season matchup against 
Choate on October 5, with the 
game ending in an unfortunate 

2-3 loss. Going into the playoffs 
and once again playing Choate, 
Murathime Daisley ’26 noted the 
team’s confidence and momen-
tum compared to its mentality be-
fore the team’s first meeting with 
Choate. 

Daisley said, “We are coming 
in mentally stronger because we 
are on a nine or ten consecutive 
game winning streak. When we 
[last] played Choate, the game 
before was a tough game, [so] 
our confidence was lower. But 
our confidence is much higher 
now. We also had a few injuries 
[back then]… but we are mostly all 

healthy now.”
On Wednesday, Andover 

looked to rise to the occasion 
against the Choate team it had 
lost to earlier in the year. Wylie 
Roossien ’26 illustrated the cru-
cial minutes in the match, such 
as when Andover saved a penal-
ty only to concede a few minutes 
later.

“About halfway into the second 
half, a Choate player was awarded 
a penalty kick in the box. With the 
momentum still on our side at that 
point in the game, this penalty 
kick had the chance to drastically 
impact the last 20 minutes. Jack-
ie Dill [’27], our goalkeeper, was 
calm and collected and showed 
extraordinary maturity to be able 
to step up in that moment and 
come up with an incredible save 
under such an intense situation. 
In the last few weeks, Jackie must 
have seen hundreds of [penalty 
kicks] and each day performed 
very well, preparing her perfectly 
for that moment. Unfortunately, 
about five minutes later, anoth-
er Choate player received a free 
kick, this time outside the box. 
With traffic being heavy in the 
eighteen-yard box, Jackie’s vision 
was very limited and although she 
got a hand to the shot, the shot 
was slotted hard to the far post 
and just barely got past her,” said 
Roossien.

Despite the loss, according 
to Daisley, Girls Soccer still had 
a meaningful season filled with 
great moments and players step-
ping up to contribute. 

Daisley said, “It has been an in-
credible season. It has been histor-
ic and the best season we have had 
since 2013, statistically speaking. 
One of the best squads our coach 
claims to have coached. I think it’s 
due to our chemistry. Most of our 
team is predominantly Seniors, 
but Seniors who have, the major-
ity of them, gone through the JV 
program. We’ve all spent a lot of 
time with each other, and we do a 
lot of team bonding. We do team 
dinners, go to each other’s houses, 
and spend those weeks together 
in Maine for the pre-season. Our 
chemistry was so good, which 
made our season so strong.”

According to Roossien, all 
seasons will come to an end, but 
what doesn’t is the strong bonds 
and connections that the team has 
created throughout the past few 
months.

“Proud doesn’t even begin to 
do it justice. I have had the privi-
lege of playing on amazing teams 
in the past, and I have never ex-
perienced anything like this. The 
genuine love and support felt on 
this team is unreal and something 
I will cherish forever. We are 
heartbroken to be losing a phe-
nomenal group of soccer players 
in our graduating class but even 
more so an amazing group of girls. 
We are so proud of each and ev-
ery one of them for all they have 
accomplished and grateful for ev-
erything they’ve brought to this 
program. We cannot wait to see 
all the amazing things that are in 
store for them,” said Roosien. 

AARON HUANG
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Hayden Fischer ’25 works around the opponent with agility.
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Boys Soccer Ties to a Strong Exeter Team, Losing
Potential Playoff Spot in the Process

Andover Boys Soccer (8-5-3) 
played its last game of the season 
at the annual Andover/Exeter 
(A/E) game. The game, with a fi-
nal 1-1 score, hindered the team’s 
progression to the post-season.

Although the game deter-
mined whether Andover would 
be in the playoffs, Co-Captain 
Sebastian Mejia-Rivera ’25 still 
views the game as a positive end 
to the season. The team of 28 con-
sists of 16 seniors, and Mejia-Ri-
vera believes the Seniors have left 
the team with a strong future.

“We’re leaving the team in a 
good place this year. We’ve got 
guys who’ll do amazing jobs as 
Captains. I know there’ll be some 
new talent coming in to help the 
program grow, so I’d say to the 
team to keep their heads high and 
make us proud. I definitely think 
they can make the playoffs next 
year,” said Mejia-Rivera.

Luca Masters ’25 echoed Me-
jia-Rivera’s thoughts, praising the 

team for its dedication and thank-
ing Head Coach Joe Donnelly in 
particular, a first-year coach, for 
making the season so memorable.

“Personally, I was really sad 
we didn’t make the playoffs be-
cause I’m a Senior, and it’s my last 
season playing soccer. But every-
one, regardless of being a Senior 
or not, showed the same passion 
and energy because everyone 
wants to win and do well. It was 
disappointing, but we didn’t leave 
anything behind. We upset some 
great teams this season, and with 
Coach Donnelly in his first year, 
we were expected to struggle, but 
we proved people wrong,” said 
Masters.

Masters also commented on 
the longstanding rivalry between 
Andover and Exeter, highlighting 
the infectious energy A/E brings. 

“We view this game as some-
thing that is separate from the 
other games in our season. It’s not 
just part of the season; it’s sepa-
rate, and it’s different. It has this 
crazy energy, and being here for 
four years, this game has always 
been like no other. There’s more 
energy, and players come out with 
so much more intensity. It comes 
from the heart,” said Masters.

Mejia-Rivera also shared 
valuable insights on the team’s 
achievements and applauded the 
team for improving its mindset 
since the beginning of the season. 
However, he noted that commu-

nication could have been better, 
citing it as a factor that led Ando-
ver to give up a goal against Ex-
eter.

“At the beginning of the sea-
son, we had a hard time recover-
ing from goals we conceded, but 
today, we didn’t let that get to us. 
In fact, we got stronger after they 
scored and put a lot of pressure 
on them. Keeping our heads high 
was a definite strength. As for 
weaknesses, I’d say communica-

tion. Their goal came from a lucky 
ball into the box, and our backline 
didn’t communicate well, so one 
of their players ran through and 
got a header on it without any 
challenge,” said Mejia-Rivera.

Ethan Brown ’27 also shared 
his insight into the team’s per-
formance on the field. Brown at-
tributed the team’s consistency to 
its combined efforts but suggest-
ed they could have capitalized on 
more chances.

“We had the goal scorer, Kai 
[Myles ’27], and Elijah [Robin-
son ’25], [Co-Captain] Spencer 
[Madge ’25], and Louis [Vin-
cent-Thomas ’25] in the midfield 
also played really well. The en-
tire team played all around pretty 
well. We didn’t give up after the 
goal was scored. We continued 
to put pressure and stick to our 
game plan. We just should have 
converted the chances that we 
got. We just didn’t put away the 
chances we needed to put away,” 
said Brown.

Masters also reflected on the 
impact the spectators had on the 
team’s performance, expressing 
frustration even though the team 
had anticipated the intensity of 
the crowd. He credited his team-
mates for supporting him and 
helping him maintain a strong 
mindset throughout the match.

“We talked with our captains 
and coaches about not letting the 
fans get to our heads. However, I 
remember making one bad pass, 
and someone shouted, ‘17, you 
suck!’ I tried to ignore it, but it’s 
hard when they’re right there on 
the sideline. I expected it, but it 
was still a bit surprising. It took 
me about five minutes to settle 
into the game, and then I real-
ized I was here with my team. We 
were an army, supporting each 
other, and fighting for the same 
thing,” said Masters.

MATTHEW LIU
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Kai Myles ’27 leaves an opponent stunned as he dribbles toward the goal.
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Andover/Exeter Brings Big Blue Spirit
MAGGIE SHU AND ALEXANDRA LIN

The iconic rivalry that is Andover/Exeter (A/E) brought out hundreds of students this past weekend to compete and celebrate. From face paint, to Gunga masks, to blue accesso-
ries, see how students showed off their Big Blue spirit.

ANDREW PIZZI ’27
“I’m wearing a blue wig, 

half of my face is blue, I’ve got 
a blue ‘A’ and white cross. I’ve 
got my A/E shirt, and I’ve got 
four necklaces. And sunglass-
es… [My message is] ‘GO BIG 
BLUE’… I found everything 

that’s blue in my room, and I 
just put it on.”

SERAFINA SHIN-VON 
NORDENFLYCHT ’25

“I’m a Blue Key Head, so I was 
wearing as much spirit as pos-
sible… I always wear a fanny 

pack. It is the most useful part 
of my outfit because whenever 

you’re carrying a speaker or 
cough drops, it’s nice to have a 
little bag. I was wearing a blue 
cape as part of my spirit… and 
then my two most iconic piec-
es of clothing: I have a sparkly 

cowboy hat, which has stars 
all over it, and then I have 

these amazing ’70s sparkly go-
go boots… When I slip those 

shoes on, I slip into my role as 
a spirit leader.”

CHLOE ABOU-EZZI ’27
“The hoodie is my 

cousin’s. It’s a 2024 graduate 
hoodie. I think it was her class 

merch. The sunglasses and 
necklaces, I got from [Susie’s], 

and the face paint was also 
from [Susie’s]… Marcela [Her-

nandez ’25], one of the Blue 
Key Heads, painted it for me… 
I made [a sign] for Jackie [Dill 
’27]. She’s the goalie of Girls 

Soccer.” 

DARIELYS 
ALMONTE ’25

“I tried to be as blue as pos-
sible, so I wore my blue track 
hoodie and my blue Varsity 
jacket with my blue Air Jor-

dans… A key point of my outfit 
was my hair because I tem-

porarily dyed my whole head 
blue. Not only that, it was 

curly, so I was walking around 
with blue, voluminous curls 
which definitely stood out… 
It’s OK to be different and 

stand out, especially at a time 
during A/E and spirit week. 

We’re trying to show how 
much we care for this school… 
You’ll never be at a school like 
Andover again. Be crazy and 

have fun!”

Heads flipping back, bows 
passionately swinging, and 
vibrant sounds filling the air 
signaled the fall chamber mu-
sic recital held in the Timken 
Room on November 9. Musi-
cal groups ranging from string 
quartets to wind trios walked 
onto the stage to showcase 
the work they have prepared 
throughout the term. This 
concert marked the final 
Chamber recital at Graves 
Hall, as the department pre-
pares to move to Falls Music 
Center in 2025.

The chamber groups, 
formed at the start of school, 
have consistently rehearsed 
together throughout the Fall 
term. In the practices leading 
up to the performance, musi-
cians were able to meet new 
friends while practicing their 
musical abilities. Playing in a 
Beethoven clarinet quartet, 
Vedant Bajaj ’28 reflected on 
his time with the chamber 
society, noting how, as a new 
student, the program offered 
an opportunity to get to know 
the music community. 

“Chamber music is a very 
cool opportunity because 
it lets you bond with other 
people, and it improves mu-
sic skills that you would oth-
erwise not learn. I’m really 
glad to have been able to play 
alongside my group and es-
pecially listen to what others 
prepared this term,” said Ba-
jaj. 

This year, the Academy 
Chamber Society was led by 
Co-Heads Helios Hong ’25 
and Sophie Tung ’25. Working 
with faculty on the program-

ming and organization behind 
the program, Hong discussed 
the efforts over the past term. 
Hong also performed in the 
concert as a part of two cham-
ber groups, noting the growth 
of the group throughout the 
term. 

“I am one of the co-heads 
with Sophie. Basically, you 
have the option of coaching 
a group for every term. We 
also work with Mrs. [Holly] 
Barnes, [Instructor in Mu-
sic and Director of Perfor-
mance,] to pick a repertoire, 
to put groups together, and 
also work together on the 
program and the scheduling 
of the concert. This term, 
I was part of two chamber 
groups. The point of chamber 
is to play music with smaller 
groups of people and to learn 
about each other’s instrument 
and each other’s sound, and 
I definitely did that in both 
of my chamber groups,” said 
Hong. 

The Chamber Music pro-
gram offers an opportunity 
to perform in a small group 
as opposed to the many larg-
er ensembles on campus. 
Maggie Fulop ’26, whose 
string quartet performed an 
arrangement of Handel-Hal-
vorsen Passacaglia along with 
the first and third movements 
of a Hermann Suite, pointed 
to chamber music as one of 
her favorite contexts to play 
the violin.

“Getting together for re-
hearsals, especially for the 
Passacaglia, was tricky. Luck-
ily we all did chamber music 
as a sport so that was built-in 
rehearsal time... Getting to 
play with my friends is su-
per fun. I also personally like 
the sound of chamber music 
so it’s always been one of my 

favorite ways to play violin,” 
said Fulop. 

The chamber recital is a 
highly anticipated event held 
at the end of each term, draw-
ing in friends and family to 
celebrate the dedication and 
talent of the student perform-
ers. Musician Cyrus Law ’27 
expressed excitement about 
listening to what his friends 
had worked on throughout 
the term. 

“A lot of my friends, in-
cluding my roommate, were 
performing. So I was excited 
to see what they have been 
working on this term. But 
I’m also involved in the mu-
sic program, so it’s just really 
nice to see my peers perform 

occasionally. I also know 
some of them were doing 
chamber as a sport, so it was 
pretty cool to see what they 
could prepare with their ex-
tra dedication,” said Law. 

As Chamber Society’s final 
recital in Graves, musicians 
entered with a sentimentality 
as they performed in Timken 
for the last time. For Hong, 
Graves was a staple part of 
his musical career at Ando-
ver, housing memories of his 
part work and performances. 
However, he also highlighted 
the opportunities that Falls 
will open up for more stu-
dents to get involved with the 
Chamber Society. 

“This is the last chamber 

recital in Graves Hall. All of 
my solo and chamber recitals 
have been in Graves, so this is 
definitely very bittersweet for 
me. My group played pretty 
well and I’m very honored to 
be the Co-Head of Chamber 
Society in this last iteration of 
the chamber. I’m really look-
ing forward to the endless 
opportunities and resources 
that [we] will have in Falls to 
improve the chamber expe-
rience and also to offer more 
chamber opportunities to 
more musicians and more in-
struments,” said Hong. 

Academy Chamber Society Hosts Last Concert in Graves Hall

DANIEL LIU & ADEN 
HWANG
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With a bandana tucked into 
his pocket and a blue baseball 
cap over his head, Isael Ruiz 
’25 styles blue jeans with a 
white tank and striped shirt, 
tying in various other acces-
sories. Ruiz’s evolving person-
al style is a reflection of what 
is currently trending in the 
fashion space on social media. 
Meshing a mix of streetwear, 
’90s, and Y2K aesthetics, he 
draws from images he sees on-
line and brings them together 
through his individual style. 
In addition to digital inspira-

tion, Ruiz also takes elements 
of fashion he sees in the phys-
ical world around him. As his 
style has evolved over time, he 
has found that his friends also 
have a significant influence on 
what he wears.

“I would describe my style 
as fun and versatile… I get my 
inspiration from my friends 
and social media. My friends 
are gorgeous, and their style 
is just as immaculate, so I try 
and vibe with the group,” said 
Ruiz.

Leveraging these sources 
of inspiration, Ruiz makes an 
effort to curate a unique clos-
et by sourcing clothes from 
a variety of places. He sees 

thrifting as a source of liber-
ation because he is confined 
by the tastes of mainstream 
brands. Furthermore, shop-
ping second-hand allows him 
to properly embody ’90s and 
early 2000s fashion by finding 
pieces authentic to that time 
period.

“My style has developed 
as I’ve gotten older. I strictly 
thrift, so with the freedom I’ve 
gained, I’ve been able to ex-
plore more shops. For exam-
ple, in the summer, I went to 
Boston a few times and went 
to thrifting events hosted by 
Select Markets. I got so many 
signature pieces of clothing, 
far better than the Savers I 
typically shop at,” said Ruiz.

One of Ruiz’s close friends, 
Kamila Garcia ’25, also closely 
affiliates his style with a few 
distinct pieces. She sees these 
particular clothing items as 
intrinsic to his personal style, 
which has developed accord-
ingly as he has become better 
at sourcing clothes. Moreover, 
because of the care he puts 
into this selection process, his 
external style is a manifesta-
tion of his internal self. 

“He adopts many elements 
from different kinds of ’90s 
fashion. My favorite outfit of 
his is the bandana under the 
cap with a jersey and baggy 
jeans. It just feels very him, 
and it’s fun. He also can’t go 
without his Levi’s leather 
jacket with the hood on it,” 
said Garcia.

Garcia continued, “[His 
style] has totally evolved since 
Freshman year. It’s become 
more playful and intentional.” 

Because Ruiz meticulously 
selects his clothing items, he 
has a solid rotation of pieces 
he can build an outfit around. 
How he pairs these pieces is 
centered around that day’s 
events and his personal mood. 
In addition, the specific way 
he pairs his clothing is central 
to diversifying his outfits.

“Honestly, I run through 
similar outfits each week and 
choose my clothes based on 
the day I’ll have. For example, 
if it’s a day where I have less 
classes and might leave cam-
pus early, I’ll wear sweatpants 

and a sweater, but on busier 
days like Friday, I will dress 
up more. Something I should 
do more often is look at the 
weather though… To keep my 
style creative throughout the 
week, I try to mix and match 
different pieces of clothing 
from the normal outfits I go 
through. I tend to switch up 
my shirts and sweaters or how 
I layer them,” said Ruiz.

While Ruiz tries to find va-
riety in his outfits, he is a firm 
supporter of outfit repeating. 
In a society overrun with over-
consumption, online shop-
ping, and microtrends, it can 
be difficult to create a style 
that feels truly individual. His 
shift towards truly amortiz-
ing his clothing is a welcomed 

break from this pervasive mes-
saging in the media. To keep 
things fresh while sticking to 
reliable outfits, he often plays 
around with his accessories.

“Repeating clothing items 
and outfits should be more 
normalized. I have a washer 
and dryer for a reason. I hate 
feeling like I can’t wear some-
thing because I already wore 
it, even if I love the outfit. For 
the most part, I wear the same 
pieces of clothing throughout 
each week, but sometimes I 
might accessorize more than I 
typically do, like wearing a hat 
or necklaces,” said Ruiz.

SIENNA RODRIGUEZ AND 
CHARLIZE SOW

L. RUSTUM/THE PHILLIPIAN
Ruiz hopes to normalize repeating outfits in an effort to be more 
sustainable. 

This Friday, Andover stu-
dents crowded the stands of 
the Borden Memorial Gym’s 
basketball court for the Fall 
2024 Pep Rally. An Andover 
tradition, the pep rally was 
held the Friday night before 
Andover/Exeter (A/E) to boost 
school spirit. It featured per-
formances by clubs, including 
hip-hop dance group, Hyp-
notiq (Hypno), Afro-Carri-
bean dance group, Fusion, Jazz 
dance group, Blue Strut (Strut), 
K-pop dance group, JVNE, 
Drumline, Varsity sports 
teams. Students were also led 
in a series of chants, both new 
and old, by the Blue Key Heads. 

As the campus spirit lead-
ers, each Friday, the ten Se-
niors adorn themselves in Big 
Blue pride to prepare for the 
weekend’s athletic games, and 
on game day, they lead spec-
tators in chants. One of their 
larger tasks includes running 
the A/E pep rally. Jaylen Daley 
’25, Blue Key Head, talks about 
the Blue Key Heads’ organiza-
tion efforts for the event and 
the close bond that he feels be-
tween himself and his fellow 
Blue Key Heads. 

“As a Blue Key Head who 
is unaffiliated with interscho-
lastic sports, the task of orga-
nizing the Pep Rally was less 
daunting for me. We opted for 
sharing the duties we could 
commit to, big and small. But 
the whole process, including 
organizing and doing the Pep 
Rally felt like a bonding activ-
ity between me and the Blue 
Key Heads. The time we spent 
brainstorming a theme and re-

hearsing our own dances was 
fun overall. I felt surrounded 
by people who were looking 
out for each other nonstop, and 
they’re all great to be around. 
The Blue Key Heads them-
selves are incentive to work 
through organizing events, 
so my favorite part was being 
with them,” said Daley.

In previous years, Daley 
performed at the Pep Rally as a 
part of the hip-hop dance team 
Hypno. Daley compares the 
feeling of dancing in one act to 
being upfront and guiding the 
audience throughout the entire 
pep rally. He discusses how he 
was able to feel comfortable in 
the space despite the daunting 
experience of standing before 
the entire school.  

“Being a Blue Key Head at 
the Pep Rally is a greatly differ-
ent experience, being in front 
of everyone the whole time, 
compared to being a dancer 
spending time with other spec-
tators in the stands. The Bor-
den basketball/volleyball court 
feels much smaller once you’ve 
run a couple laps around it; the 
voices are more muted when 
the stands erupt for their class 
years, and it’s disillusioning, 
like your first week at a dream 
job,” said Daley. 

Kaliah Fortune ’26 is a mem-
ber of both Girls Volleyball and 
Fusion. She discussed the goals 
of both groups as they prepared 
to perform in the pep rally. 
While Fusion aimed to hype up 
the audience and incorporate 
their cultural elements, Vol-
leyball choreographed an act 
to reflect their team spirit and 
maintain their organization as 
volleyball players. 

“I performed with both Fu-
sion and the Girls Volleyball 
team. For Fusion, our goal is al-

ways just to be as hype as pos-
sible. We bring in lots of cultur-
al elements and dance moves, 
and then we put it all together 
in a dance that’s hype and fun 
and energizes everyone for the 
next day, A/E. Then, for vol-
leyball, Flat Line, which is the 
song that we lip-synch to, has 
been our team song. We always 
sing it on the buses and at prac-
tices, so we thought that we 
definitely should incorporate 
that into our piece. And then, 
for the Usher song, we wanted 
to have a contrasting song, one 
that was more hype, upbeat, 
and exciting. Because the cho-
reography was simple, it could 

go with the beat, and we could 
be as organized as possible as 
volleyball players,” said For-
tune. 

In addition to sports teams, 
the wide variety of dance per-
formances is central to an An-
dover pep rally. Izzy Park ’26 
performed with JVNE. She 
loved the performance experi-
ence because she got to meet 
many new dancers through 
the rehearsal process. How-
ever, she was challenged by 
the short time frame available 
to choreograph and clean the 
dance.  

“I performed with JVNE, 
and we chose iconic K-pop 

songs that sound hype and 
energetic. My favorite part 
was getting to know the lower 
classmen because I got to know 
a lot of new students, especial-
ly when rehearsing. I was es-
pecially happy to see how so 
many newer dancers visibly 
gained confidence through the 
process. We were a bit short 
on time for rehearsals because 
everyone here has multiple 
commitments, so it was a bit 
challenging to try and put ev-
erything together within a few 
practices,” said Park. 

From Cheers to Choreography: Inside Andover’s 2024 Fall Pep Rally

ANNA TSVETKOV &
NINA TORRENS

H.ZHONG/THE PHILLIPIAN
Fusion, a campus favorite, performed a dance medley at the pep rally.

L. RUSTUM/THE PHILLIPIAN

Ruiz draws inspiration from his friends and social media. 
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This Sunday, students 
waited at the steps of Addison 
Gallery of American Art be-
fore heading down to Rabbit 
Pond for a spirited and live-
ly trash clean-up. The event 
saw participants transform 
debris into creative expres-
sions, blending environmen-
tal stewardship with artistic 
vision. 

The event saw participants 
transform debris into creative 
expressions, blending envi-
ronmental stewardship with 
artistic vision. Carter Chen 
’28 shared his experience of 
the event.

“It’s a very active activity 
being outside in the environ-
ment. You’re also contribut-
ing to improve the natural 
environment. Moreover, it’s 
always a good thing to [help 

the environment] every once 
in a while… I also like the idea 
that we didn’t know what we 
would make our sculptures 
out of until the very end, 
since we are making it out of 
trash we collect. It was kind 
of like a mystery activity for 
me,” said Chen.

This past Sunday, the Di-
rect Climate Action Initiative 
(DCAI) and the Addison Club 
hosted the “Trash Into Art” 
event at Rabbit Pond. Gain-
ing inspiration from Angela 
Parker, Educator for Academy 
Engagement, the clubs aimed 
to teach students the craft of 
upcycling. Annina Capaldi ’27 
described the planning pro-
cess.

“Originally, it was Ms. 
Parker who reached out to 
[the] Direct Climate Action 
Initiative, which I co-lead 
with Gemma [Park ’27]. [Ms. 
Parker] had this idea that we 
could collaborate with the 
Addison Club for a really cool 

project of turning trash into 
art. We met around the start 
of October, and we started 
talking about ways we could 
get trash. We proposed the 
idea that we could go to Rab-
bit Pond or just around cam-
pus. We eventually narrowed 
[the location] down to Rab-
bit Pond to pick up trash and 
then like turn [the trash] into 
art in a certain style, which I 
thought was really cool,” said 
Capaldi.

Despite the muddy con-
ditions near the water, the 
students who attended were 
dedicated to the task. Many 
participants were shocked 
by the volume and variety of 
garbage they found. Alex Lin 
’28 spoke about the process 
of collecting the litter and the 
challenges that came with it.

“We started picking up 
trash that’s around the pond, 
and I felt like the more we 
looked, the more trash was 
there. It was quite hard to get 

some of the trash that was 
stuck in the thorny bushes, 
and it was also quite challeng-
ing to get the trash that was in 
the mud like the plastic bot-
tles and cans. A water bottle 
was even there deep in the 
mud and somebody slipped 
and sacrificed their shoes for 
it,” said Lin.

Unfortunately, due to the 
messiness of the collected 
trash and the time constraints 
to clean the items, the final art 
creation could not utilize the 
collected trash items. How-
ever, the group improvised, 
creating the project using the 
Addison’s resources.

“We didn’t actually end up 
using the trash we picked up 
from Rabbit Pond because it’s 
really wet and gross, especial-
ly with the chair we pulled up. 
So we decided that we would 
use the objects thrown out 
by students that were a little 
cleaner, which we got from 
the Addison, because they 

have a place to dump [dorm 
student trash]. There was a 
lot of random stuff there, like 
tennis rackets, there’s some 
type of machine they took 
apart and there were all these 
odds and ends,” said Capaldi. 

Looking ahead, students 
can expect more events like 
this, as DCAI plans to or-
ganize additional activities 
during the Winter term. Park 
appreciated the unique event, 
and hopes to host similar 
workshops in the future.

“This was one of our first 
events of the year, but it has 
stood out from previous DCAI 
events. We typically do trash 
cleanups, and in this event, 
I love the concept of taking 
that trash and repurposing it 
into something more personal 
and valuable,” said Park.

Muddy Sculptures: “Trash Into Art” Event Teaches Students the Art of Upcycling

TAYLA STEMPSON &
DANIEL ZHANG

On November 19, Susie’s 
hosted “The Rippers,” a coun-
try-rock band featuring Sam 
August ’10. The performance 
was largely interactive, creat-
ing a positive and fun atmo-
sphere that helped students 
de-stress from a busy week.

“We just like to feel the 
crowd, no set list, look around 
the room and make sure that 
people get engaged, and try 
to get everybody involved, be-
cause there’s lots of different 
people, so we want everybody 
to feel like they are part of it,” 
said August. 

After performing for four 
years, “The Rippers” have 
formed a tight bond. Despite 
not performing for a year be-
fore this weekend, they had 
no doubt they would pull it 
off. According to member Rob 

Pagnano, the band trusted that 
their united presence, with an 
enthusiastic audience, would 
compensate for their lack of 
rehearsal time.

“We just wanted to feel the 
energy of each other, and of 
the audience. We winged a few 
things today, but  we’ve been 
playing together so long that 
we can do that and it ought to 
go well. We went in with no set 
list, and focused our attention 
on making sure everybody was 
engaged in one way or another. 
Even though there are so many 
people in the crowd, we want 
everybody to feel like they are 
a part of the experience,” said 
Pagnano.

To ensure maximum en-
gagement from the student 
body, “The Rippers” performed 
beloved classics so the crowd 
could sing a long. More impor-
tantly, they invited audience 
members up on stage, singing 
anything of their request. For 

August, this was the highlight 
of the night, as it also allowed 
him to transcend barriers be-
tween himself and the younger 
generations.

“Getting the kids up onstage 
and singing is hilarious. It’s 
a lot if you never know what 
you’re gonna get, and that el-
ement of just winging things 
make it a lot more fun,” August 
said. “I am a lot older than the 
students, so for us to actually 
be able to connect with young 
people is a very cool thing. In a 
way, it’s like we’re all just hang-
ing out together, that barrier 
sort of disappear,” said August.

Fans of country and rock 
genres were particularly en-
thused by this performance. 
Kaliah Fortune ’26 shared that 
the concert allowed her and 
her friends to embrace their 
love for country, channeling 
passion through their voice.

“We’ve been listening to a 
lot of country lately as it’s been 
getting colder, so getting to see 

a live performance like this 
was amazing… It was so much 
fun to sing along to all the clas-
sics, and the best part was be-
ing able to get up on stage and 
be a part of the music… My fa-
vorite song they performed is 
definitely ‘Before He Cheats’ 
because it felt like everyone in 
the audience knew it word for 
word,” said Fortune.

Many students shared a 
similar sentiment, appreciat-
ing “The Rippers’” ability to 
bring authentic rock and coun-
try music to campus. For Phia 
Cutler ’26, their personalities 
shined through in their perfor-
mance, making it all the more 
memorable.

“Their energy is proba-
bly what stuck out to me the 
most… A lot of the time, when 
artists or groups come to per-
form, students aren’t really 
drawn to them because they 
don’t bring the right attitude. 
With The Rippers, though, 
they really embodied the spirit 

of people who just love music 
and love to perform for others,” 
said Cutler.

As the night drew to a close, 
August reflected on how spe-
cial it was to be back at Ando-
ver, performing in front of the 
next generation of students. 
For him, Saturday night wasn’t 
just another show — it was a 
celebration of where his musi-
cal journey had begun, and how 
far he had come since then.

“I really have nothing but 
great things to say about this 
place. I figured out that I want-
ed to do music when I was 
here. So I started a band with a 
few of my buddies in the dorm, 
and we competed in Battle of 
the Bands. Some of my first 
times playing were on this very 
stage, so I feel like I’m right 
back where I started, which 
feels so surreal,” said August.

Sam August ’10 and “The Rippers” Rock Susie’s With An Interactive Performance

HLUMA MANGCU &
ANYA CASEY
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