
Veritas Super Omnia

Vol. CXXXVI,  No. 14 Phillips AcademySunday, June 9, 2013

www.phillipian.net

This one’s for Sue

FALL IN REVIEW/A2 WINTER IN REVIEW/A4 SPRING IN REVIEW/A6 DEPARTING FACULTY/A9

A farewell to Becky 

Sykes  after 40 years 

at Andover / A12

FAREWELL / SECTION B

COMMENTARY / SECTION C

ARTS / SECTION D

FEATURES / SECTION ENEWS / SECTION A

SPORTS / SECTION F

Inside
The Phillipian

A. KIM/ THE PHILLIPIAN



A2 NEWS T h e  P h i l l i p i a n Sunday, June 9, 2013

FALL TERM IN REVIEW

Roaring cheers of 100 Blue 
Keys and ten Blue Key Heads 
from the corner of Chapel 
Avenue welcomed Andover 
students, both returning and 
new, to campus for the 2012- 
2013 school year.  

Fall was marked with a 
series of transitions as the An-
dover community welcomed 
John Palfrey as the 15th Head 
of School at the end of Bar-
bara Chase’s tenure.

During his Investiture in 
September, Palfrey stressed 
the importance of the balance 
between tradition and inno-
vation, and the school buzzed 
with the anticipation of new 
beginnings.

Bringing his energy and 
fresh perspective, Palfrey 
called numerous meetings 
throughout October to dis-
cuss the possible ways of 
bringing positive change to 
campus. Students enjoyed an 
unexpected day off as Palfrey 
directed an all-day faculty 

and administration meeting 
about governance and deci-
sion-making.

In November, Hurricane 
Sandy passed through cam-
pus and knocked down trees, 
delaying the start of classes. 
Several faculty houses and 
small dorms suffered power 
outages.

A pedestrian-car accident 
in front of the Bell Tower ac-
celerated actions to improve 
pedestrian safety, and OPP in-
stalled additional streetlights 
and increased the number of 
signs at all crosswalks.

As the U.S. Presidential 
Election approached, stu-
dents and faculty engaged 
in heated discussion across 
campus, both in class and in 
clubs. 

Responding to the Stu-
dent Council’s requests, the 
Oliver Wendell Holmes Li-
brary held a two-week-long 
trial period during which 
students were allowed to eat 

snacks and drink covered 
beverages in the library.

Later that month, faculty 
voted to establish terms of 
equal length starting  with 
the 2013-2014 school year.  
Winter Term will now begin 
when students return from 
Thanksgiving Break instead 
of after Winter Break.

The calendar revision, 
which  will now align Ando-
ver with peer schools, sparked 
discussions on campus as the 
community debated the pros 
and cons of the change.

The Campaign for An-
dover, initiated by Chase and 
Oscar Tang ’56, former Presi-
dent of the Board of Trust-
ees, reached its goal early 
in December, raising $302.7 
million after seven years of 
campaigning. The money will 
go towards the endowment 
for faculty and staff, financial 
aid, academics, campus main-
tenance and education out-
reach programs.

Campus Embraces 
Change With New Leadership

Head of School John Palfrey’s Investiture kicked off Fall Term. 
S.DIEKEMA/ THE PHILLIPIAN

After the end of his 26th 
year on the faculty, Temba 
Maqubela, Dean of Faculty 
and Assistant Head of Aca-
demics, will leave Andover to 
become the eighth Headmas-
ter of the Groton School on 
July 1, 2013. 

Maqubela was notified of 
his appointment as Headmas-
ter of Groton on October 24, 
2013 and travelled to Groton 
with his family for the offi-
cial announcement. The An-
dover community received 
the news on Thursday via an 
e-mail from Head of School 
John Palfrey.

“[Groton] is an incredible 
school. It’s a great school. I’ve 
been at Andover for 25 years 
[and] this is my 26th year now, 
and as you probably know, my 
heart is blue. I don’t think 
changing from a blue heart 
to a different colored heart 
is a problem after 25 years. 
[Becoming Headmaster at 
Groton] was just an opportu-
nity I could not refuse,” said  
Maqubela.

“It’s still very unreal... 
when you’ve been in a place 
[for so long]... I came here 
when my youngest son was 
not even born. I don’t know of 
any other place that I can call 
home. But I will have to learn 
quickly to call Groton home,” 
he continued.

Maqubela said that he was 
attracted to Groton’s school 
history and strategic plan. 

“[Groton has] an incred-
ible strategic plan that really 
speaks to and suits my taste,” 
he said.

“For example, [Groton’s] 
strategic plan emphasizes not 
only critical thinking but also 
problem solving and... I like 
that. They also emphasize a 
STEM [Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathemat-
ics] education. They empha-
size the global perspective 
[and] all of those things are 
things here at Andover,” he 
continued.

Maqubela will succeed 
Richard Commons, current 
Head of School of Groton, 
who will become President of 
Harvard Westlake School in 
Los Angeles, CA. Commons 
announced his resignation on 
April 9 of last year, according 
to a letter sent to the Groton 
community last spring.

James Bundy, Groton 
Class of 1977, chaired Groton’s 
Leadership Succession Com-
mittee for the headmaster 
search.

The Leadership Suc-
cession Committee sought 
a headmaster who would 
embody Groton’s mission to 
be an “intimate and diverse 
community dedicated to in-
spiring lives of character, 
learning, leadership and ser-
vice,” according to a letter to 
the Groton community from 
James Higgins, President of 
the Groton Board of Trustees, 
that announced Maqubela’s 
appointment.

“Groton’s leader must 
have intellectual depth and 
curiosity; be decisive yet dedi-
cated to collaboration; en-
gage the School community 
warmly, as family; possess a 
comforting core of spiritual 
grounding and discovery; and 
exhibit unceasing drive for 
excellence, open access and 
an appreciation of the world 
around us. Maqubela is such a 
person,” the letter said.

“Temba and Vuvu have 
been devoted members of the 

Andover community for 25 
years, serving in classrooms, 
in the dorms and on the ath-
letic fields,” wrote Palfrey in 
an e-mail to students.

“I will miss them both, not 
only for their contributions to 
PA’s programs and unwaver-
ing commitment to students, 
but for their shared enthusi-
asm, kindness and generous 
spirit,” continued Palfrey.

In addition to serving as 
Dean of Faculty since 2004 
and Assistant Head of Aca-
demics since 2006 at Ando-
ver, Maqubela has taught in 
the Chemistry department 
since 1987.

“I hope I can teach Orgo 
[Organic Chemistry] [at Gro-
ton]. I hope that there will be 
a class there that I can teach 
in and do all kinds of things,” 
said Maqubela.

He has also helped to con-
ceive and launch the ACE 
Scholars Program in 2007 
and led development of the 
Global Perspectives Group 
(GPG). He also served as di-
rector of (MS)2 from 2001 to 
2004.

“I’ve had 26 years of deep, 
deep relations with the stu-
dents, faculty, staff, faculty 
kids, and I’ll miss the people 
the most, and I’ll miss An-
dover’s never fading desire 
to constantly improve itself. 
To constantly look for some-
thing more to improve and to 
lead and to shape the direc-
tion of education as a private 
school with a public purpose. 
I hope that where I’m going 
there’ll be room for that,” said 
Maqubela.

“I think I’ll miss the peo-
ple because the people em-
body the place... I’ll miss the 
incredibly diverse group of 
people who have accepted me 
the way I am... I’ll miss being a 
teacher where colleagues ac-
tually understand that what 
I’m looking for is constant 
improvement and taking the 
bar high and the fact that [at 
Andover] we can teach stu-
dents and that we can also 
learn from the students,” he 
continued.

“I’m graduating with the 
class of ’13,” he said of his de-
parture. He hopes to receive 
a diploma when he leaves 
Andover because he does not 
hold a high-school diploma 
because he went into exile 
from apartheid-era South Af-
rica before graduating from 
high school.

After Maqubela graduated 
from the University of Ken-
tucky he taught in Botswana 
for two  years and in New 
York City for one year before 
coming to Andover. He was 
drawn to Andover because of 
the freedom and opportunity 

the school presented him.
“When I started Orgo, [it] 

only had five students... But 
we were able to build this 
generation of organic chemis-
try students because Andover 
gives students the ability to 
access information that I was 
learning in graduate school... 
and I saw what they were 
learning and I said, ‘Oh, this is 
possible.’ So I fell in love with 
Andover that way,” he said.

His wife, Vuyelwa “Vuvu” 
Maqubela, Instructor in Eng-
lish, will also be leaving An-
dover.

After 26 Years at Andover, 
Maqubela to Lead Groton School

By STAFF REPORT

With the symbolic 
handover of Eliphalet 
Pearson’s gavel from for-
mer Head of School Bar-
bara Chase, John Palfrey 
formally accepted his re-
sponsibility as Head of 
School of Phillips Acade-
my during his Investiture 
on Sunday, September 23, 
2012. 

“I thought the cer-
emony was wonderful. It 
was a beautiful day, but 
it was much more than 
that. There was a thread 
throughout the remarks 
that everybody made—
there was a consistency. 
There were different 
viewpoints and different 
[ideas of how] to imple-
ment the values that we 
share—but there was a 
commonality that’s very 
powerful,” said Peter Cur-
rie ’74, President of the 
Board of Trustees, refer-
ring to the common theme 
of the marriage between 
Andover’s traditional val-
ues and innovation.

The event began with 
processions of bagpipers, 
f lag-bearing cluster presi-
dents and international 
students, robe-clad fac-
ulty members and trust-
ees. The processions were 
followed by speeches from 
Rebecca Sykes, Associ-
ate Head of School, Victor 
Henningsen ’69, Instruc-
tor in History and Social 
Science, Heather Thom-
son, Senior Manager for 
Operations and Mainte-
nance, Hemang Kaul ’13, 
School President, Currie, 
Chase and Palfrey.

“How can we at Ando-

ver contribute in the spirit 
of Non Sibi and our other 
founding principles in 
making the world a better 
place?” asked Palfrey in 
his speech on Sunday.

To answer his own 
question, Palfrey outlined 
three key goals for his 
tenure: providing “youth 
from every quarter” ac-
cess to the best education 
the school can provide, 
establishing the “surest 
foundation” for such edu-
cation and creating con-
nections that reach far be-
yond the Andover campus. 

“The main concept I 
was trying to get across 
[in my speech] was the im-
portance of both reaffirm-
ing the founding princi-
ples of the school and also 
giving a sense of contin-
ued forward motion—the 
balance between tradition 
and innovation,” said Pal-
frey in an interview with 
The Phillipian. 

Kaul’s speech revolved 
around his reaction to 
seeing the renovation of 
Pearson Hall, home of the 
Classics Department and 
Kaul’s favorite building on 
campus, upon his return 
to Andover. 

He said that as the 
scaffolding came down, he 
noticed that the outside of 
the building had changed, 
but that its atmosphere 
and mission had not.

“Andover is a school 
of much tradition. How-
ever, what makes Ando-
ver special, what makes it 
different, is its ability to 
adjust and adapt. Today 
marks the beginning of a 
new journey. We will see 
how age-old customs will 
blend with new ideas and 
new technologies in order 
to shift and strengthen 
our campus for the fu-
ture,” said Kaul in his 
speech.

Henningsen, who 
spoke on behalf of the 
faculty, expressed similar 
sentiments about reshap-
ing old values to conform 
to the future in his speech.

“John Palfrey will be 
my fifth Headmaster, so 
I have seen a lot of the 
changes that have gone 
on... And you do see how 
the school reshapes the 
meaning of [“the great 
end and real business of 
living,” as stated in the 
school’s constitution] to 
meet the genuine needs of 
the moment,” Henningsen 
said in an interview with 
The Phillipian. 

Thomson, whose fam-

ily collectively has served 
Andover for over 100 
years, welcomed Palfrey 
to the Andover family on 
behalf of the staff. 

“I’ve seen a huge 
change in my time here. 
[The staff has] become 
more a part of the school, 
and we’re more involved 
in what goes on here. Back 
when I first started here, 
we didn’t have computers, 
we didn’t have iPhones 
that somebody could [use 
to] get a hold of me 24 
hours a day. I think with 
[Palfrey’s] look to the fu-
ture, we’re more connect-
ed, and we will be even 
more connected to the 
school than we have in the 
past,” said Thomson in an 
interview.

Chase said, “I think 
that the highest value in 
a place like [Andover] is 
that it calls us all out of 
ourselves and into some-
thing that is larger and 
that means more than our 
own personal daily cares—
and that there has been 
this continuity from year-
to-year, over 15 [Heads 
of School] since 1778, is 
really such a remarkable 
thing. I couldn’t be more 
joyful and enthusiastic 
about my successor.”

Oscar Tang ’56, for-
mer President of the 
Board of Trustees, said, 
“The school is in such 
strong shape because of 
what Barbara [Chase] 
has done... The passing of 
the torch from Barbara 
[Chase] to John [Palfrey], 
who has a vision for the 
future, [is] a very excit-
ing time, both because we 
are in such a good position 
and because we are look-
ing forward to all we can 
do under John [Palfrey].”

Chien Lee ’71, Charter 
Trustee, said, “I believe 
[Palfrey] is one of the 
few [educators] that has 
focused on... how educa-
tion may change because 
of the Internet and other 
developments. Nobody 
hears about it, but it’s re-
ally happening at the uni-
versity level. I don’t think 
anybody has really looked 
at it with as much rigor as 
he has in terms of what to 
do at the secondary school 
level.” 

Elizabeth Parker Pow-
ell AA ’56, Trustee Emer-
ita, said that the three 
Investitures she’s been to 
all have been “uplifting.” 
She added, “I’m a gradu-
ate of Abbot Academy, so 
it’s very important to me 

how many times Abbot 
was mentioned and that 
[Palfrey] quoted Bertha 
Bailey [the 13th Principal 
of Abbot Academy].” 

Preparations for the 
Investiture began months 
ago. Nancy Jeton, Special 
Assistant to the Head of 
School, and Debby Mur-
phy, Director of Alumni 
Affairs, led the planning 
committee, which includ-
ed Paul Murphy, Dean of 
Students, Temba Maqube-
la, Dean of Faculty, Tracy 
Sweet, Director of Com-
munications, and Sykes.

During the ceremony, 
the Andover Chorus sang 
“Thou Whose Harmony Is 
the Music of the Spheres” 
before Currie’s charge to 
Palfrey, and the Student 
and Faculty Jazz Ensem-
ble played “Blue Skies” be-
fore Palfrey’s acceptance 
speech. 

“We wanted something 
a little bit ref lective, and 
we wanted something 
that was more upbeat. I 
thought... some jazz would 
be great, so ‘Blue Skies’ fit 
perfectly,” said Chris Wal-
ter, Conductor of the An-
dover Chorus and Instruc-
tor in Music. “We wanted 
to have as many students 
involved as possible, and 
so the chorus, which is a 
good number this year, 
[was] the choice.” 

Twelve culinary staff 
members and 14 wait staff 
members from Paresky 
Commons were responsi-
ble for providing refresh-
ments at the reception 
after the Investiture. The 
staff made 4,000 finger 
sandwiches and 7,000 
cookies, some topped with 
white chocolate versions 
of the school seal, for the 
event, according to Paul 
Robarge, Senior Food Ser-
vice Director.

“The bakers actually 
did the graveyard shift 
on Saturday morning; 
they came in at two in 
the morning and started 
cooking the rolls at that 
point. The cookies were 
made about a day or two 
before that. It was really 
impressive,” said Robarge.

The Investiture was 
live-streamed for mem-
bers of the community 
who could not attend the 
event in person.

Shireen Aziz and Gina 
Sawaya contributed to re-
porting.

Palfrey Aims to Balance
 Tradition and Technology During His Tenure

By STAFF REPORT

Temba Maqubela has also taught Chemistry
L.XUAN/ THE PHILLIPIAN
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FALL TERM IN REVIEW

For the second and 
final Kaleidoscope All-
School Meeting (ASM), 
Jeb Bush ’71, former Gov-
ernor of Florida, offered 
a Republican perspective 
on the 2012 Presidential 
Election.

The two-week Kalei-
doscope ASM program 
brings two speakers to 
campus to present differ-
ent viewpoints on a con-
troversial topic. This year, 
the Kaleidoscope program 
focused on politics. Dee 
Dee Myers, former Press 
Secretary for former Pres-
ident Bill Clinton, offered 
her perspective as a Dem-
ocrat in the first part of 
the program.

Bush structured his 
speech around the no-
tion that the United States 
should foster a culture of 
opportunity based on in-
dividual responsibility 
and merit. 

He defended the Re-
publican Party’s economic 
beliefs and emphasized 
the importance of a free 
market in taking steps 
towards rebuilding the 
economy, as opposed to 
stimulating the economy 
through direct payments 
from the government. 

According to Bush, free 
enterprise is based on a 
fair system of earned suc-
cess, equality of opportu-
nity and aid for those in 
need. 

“Sadly, one-third of 
households in America 
have no net worth or a 
negative net worth. We’ve 
created a totally differ-
ent America, because we 
did not embrace this idea 
that free enterprise and 
freedom create prosperity 
for more people, and it’s 
the society’s obligation to 
lift people up by allowing 
them to earn their suc-
cess, rather than telling 
them to get in a line and 
seek some form of an as-
sistance that ends up cre-
ating dependency,” said 
Bush.

Bush used the Ameri-
can Recovery and Rein-
vestment Act of 2009 as 
an example of a bill that 
created dependency on 
government interference 
and aid. 

“Take the stimulus bill 
that was passed after the 

financial meltdown of 
2008. Eight hundred bil-
lion dollars appropriated 
at warp-speed. [It] was a 
hodgepodge of wonder-
ful ideas and the pent-up 
demand of people that 
wanted to try new things, 
[and] it didn’t work. Every 
analysis has proven that 
it didn’t work,” he contin-
ued.

“Today, we honestly 
have a situation where 
one party is more focused 
on the status quo and 
protecting what we have, 
when we desperately need 
to change things and chal-
lenge the way to do things. 
The end result is that we 
have the weakest recov-
ery in modern times,” he 
added.

During his speech, 
Bush named education 
reform as a critical step 
in successfully building a 
country of equal oppor-
tunity. He said that the 
country should raise stan-
dards of education instead 
of lowering them for cer-
tain underprivileged stu-
dents.

“Equality of opportu-
nity, not a guarantee of 
results, is at the core of 
this basic philosophy [of 
earned success]. Conser-
vatives believe that true 
fairness comes from this 
notion of equality of op-
portunity, and today, in 
America, we’re not equal. 
Young people are not 
graduating with the skills 
necessary to be success-
ful,” said Bush. 

“We lower standards 
for kids in poverty at the 
expense of others [who] 

will have [higher] stan-
dards. I would say that it 
should be the opposite, 
and I would hope that you 
would look at candidates 
irrespective of party, on 
who is passionate about 
changing how things are 
done so that more than 
just a third of our children 
gain the power of knowl-
edge,” said Bush.

Bush continued the 
discussion of the future 
of education in a Q&A ses-
sion in the Mural Room 
following the ASM. 

“How do we boost edu-
cation in America, when it 
was in the forefront and 
now it’s falling behind 
year after year after year? 
How do we put all the stu-
dents on the same level? 
[Bush] talked about how 
the more and more we 
compromise how we edu-
cate our youths, the lower 
[education] standards will 
become, and we won’t be 
able to go back up in [edu-
cation rates],” said Mark 
Meyer ’13, President of 
Andover’s Republican So-
ciety.

Bush also addressed 
immigration policy in his 
speech. Despite main-
stream Republican per-
spectives on immigration, 
Bush opposed the indis-
criminate deportation of 
all illegal immigrants.

“Why not allow people 
who want to stay here stay 
here so that they can add 
value to [the country]? 
Why not re-invigorate 
American values by main-
taining an open immigra-
tion system?” said Bush.

“There were entrepre-
neurial people like an im-
migrant named George 
Mitchell, who now is a 
very successful man. He 
came from Greece, and 
he combined two existing 
technologies, hydraulic 
fracturing and horizontal 
drilling and created an 
explosion of investment 
in the private sector that 
created more jobs in the 
last four years than any of 
the government programs 
that had been proposed 
and implemented,” said 
Bush.

“I found it refresh-
ing that [Bush] was open 
to immigration reform, 
becoming more accept-
ing of immigrants. I was 
really impressed by the 
fact that he acknowledged 
the important role of im-
migrants in our society, 
when it [comes] to science, 
technology and math-
ematics. It’s a bad idea to 
be close-minded and send 
so much potential away in 
the country,” said Gabbi 
Fisher ’13.

Bush’s speech prompt-
ed various reactions from 
students. 

“I appreciated Bush’s 
focus on substantive poli-
cy and willingness to dif-
fer from his party on im-
migration. I must admit 
I was frustrated with his 
economic beliefs that, in 
my opinion, reduce the so-
cial mobility and equality 
of opportunity our coun-
try prides itself on,” said 
Tyler Olkowski ’13, Presi-
dent of Andover’s Demo-
crat’s Club.

Bush was born in Mid-
land, Texas and taught 
English as a second lan-
guage in Leon, Guana-
juato, Mexico during his 
Senior year at Andover. 
After graduating from 
University of Texas at 
Austin with a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Latin American 
Studies, he began to pur-
sue a career in politics.

Jeb Bush ’71 Returns to Give Conservative 
Perspective on Election

By ANIKA KIM
Beginning in the 2013-

2014 school year, Andover 
will run on a calendar of 
three terms of equal length. 

Faculty voted 120-68 be-
tween November 14 and No-
vember 16 in favor of equal-
izing term lengths. The 
new schedule will consist 
of 11-week-long trimesters, 
including Extended Period 
Week, according to John 
Rogers, Dean of Studies.

Next year, Fall Term will 
begin on September 10 and 
end on November 22 fol-
lowed by a two-week long 
Thanksgiving Break. Win-
ter Term classes will then 
begin on Friday, December 
6, and continue until Winter 
Break starts on Thursday, 
December 19. Classes will 
then resume on Tuesday, 
January 7.

Thanksgiving Break will 
increase from a length of ten 
days to 13 days, while Win-
ter Break will be shortened 
from 26 days this year to 18 
days. However, this year’s 
Winter Break is a week lon-
ger than usual, according to 
Rogers. Because the date of 
Thanksgiving would have 
made Fall Term longer this 
year, the administration 
decided to lengthen Winter 
Break and add another week 
of school in June to make 
term lengths more even.

On average, Thanksgiv-
ing Break under the new 
calendar will be three days 
longer than it was under 
the previous calendar, and 
Winter Break will be three 
days shorter, according to 
Rogers.

If the current calendar 
structure were to continue 
next year, Thanksgiving 
Break would also begin on 
November 22, but would end 
just 10 days later, on Decem-
ber 2. Fall Extended Period 
Week would end on Friday, 
December 13, marking the 
start of Winter Break. 

The changes to the aca-
demic calendar will syn-
chronize Andover’s sched-
ule with those of its peer 
schools, including Phillips 
Exeter Academy and Deer-
field Academy, which cur-
rently have terms of equal 
length.

With the synchroniza-
tion, the lengths of athletic 
seasons will match up. This 
change will facilitate the 
school’s participation in 
athletic tournaments at the 

ends of seasons, according 
to Michael Kuta, Director of 
Athletics.  

The changes will also 
facilitate the teaching of 
term-contained courses. 
Students will have the same 
amount of time to learn a 
particular course’s material, 
regardless of the term. For 
example, students who take 
Math 360 in the fall current-
ly spend two more weeks in 
the course than students 
who take it in the winter be-
fore both groups meet in the 
Spring Term to begin calcu-
lus, according to Farrell.

Under the current aca-
demic calendar, the College 
Counseling Office (CCO) 
sends projected Fall Term 
grades of early applicants to 
many schools because final 
fall grades are not available 
until early to mid-Decem-
ber. Most early application 
deadlines fall during the 
first week of November, ac-
cording to Sean Logan, Di-
rector of College Counsel-
ing.

“One of my biggest take-
aways from last year... was 
how little time Seniors at 
this institution have to do 
the college counseling pro-
cess in the fall,” said Logan. 
“I have 31 less days [at Ando-
ver than at] the high school I 
worked at in San Diego, just 
from the fall. I think this is 
a huge disadvantage for Se-
niors.” 

Discussion over the pro-
posed changes to the calen-
dar began last spring and 
have been the focus of two 
faculty meetings, according 
to e-mails from Palfrey to 
the student body.

The change sparked ma-
jor student opposition ac-
cording to surveys conduct-
ed by The Phillipian.

Eighty-one percent of 
541 surveyed students be-
lieve that the current aca-
demic calendar does not 
require any revision, ac-
cording to the survey.

Two percent of respon-
dents strongly agree with 
the changes to the calendar 
that the administration has 
proposed for the 2013-2014 
school year and eight per-
cent of respondents agree, 
but not strongly. Eleven 
percent are indifferent to 
the proposal, 31 percent 
disagree and 48 percent 
strongly disagree.

Student Council held a 
forum on November 28 to 
collect students’ opinions 
and concerns about the cal-

endar change.
“We hoped to get more 

ideas from the student body, 
because we [as Student 
Council] can only come up 
with so much on our own,” 
said Rolando Bonachea ’13, 
Vice President of Student 
Council.

About 20 students joined 
members of Student Coun-
cil in a discussion of the ad-
vantages and disadvantages 
of the adjusted calendar, as 
well as possible solutions to 
some of the concerns raised.

Disadvantages out-
lined in Student Council’s 
notes included the calendar 
change’s effects on interna-
tional students’ travel plans, 
sports team tryouts coincid-
ing with Extended Period 
Week and athletic champi-
onships taking place during 
the weekend before finals. 

Student Council also 
shared a proposal for a short 
“December Term,” which 
would take place in the two 
weeks between Thanks-
giving Break and Winter 
Break. During the proposed 
December Term, students 
would not attend regular 
classes. Instead, they would 
be given the option to fur-
ther pursue a personal in-
terest, such as going on lan-
guage trips or participating 
in foreign and local commu-
nity service.

Brooks School currently 
has a very similar term in 
December, a three-week-
long period during which 
students focus in-depth on 
one topic of study.

Student Council raised 
the concern that students 
would be assigned school 
work over Winter Break.

Rogers said that al-
though the faculty has yet to 
discuss how to regulate the 
amount of work assigned 
over Winter Break, a specif-
ic set of rules will eventually 
be established.

Student Council also 
noted that in the future, ear-
ly college application dead-
lines may coincide with Fall 
“Penultimate Week”—two 
weeks before Extended Pe-
riod Week and the last week 
of the term during which 
teachers can schedule tests 
and assign papers—creating 
additional stress for Seniors.

“We definitely heard 
some unique perspec-
tives [at the forum] that we 
haven’t heard before,” said 
MJ Engel ’13, Executive 
Secretary of Student Coun-
cil. 

Equalization of Term Length Elicits Controversy

By EJ KIM

Dr. Richard Keller, for-
mer Medical Director at 
Isham Health Center for 
19 years, was arrested and 
charged with receipt of 
child pornography on Fri-
day, September 13.

He plead not guilty in 
federal court on Decem-
ber 18.

The U.S. Attorneys’ 
Office called the Acad-
emy at around 9 a.m. the 
day before his arrest from 
Keller’s off-campus home 
in Andover, said Head of 
School John Palfrey at a 
meeting open to students, 
faculty and staff in Co-
chran Chapel. The office 
alerted the school that 
there was reason to be-
lieve that Keller had re-
ceived child pornography 
and that an investigation 
was pending.

At 1 p.m. the matter 
was brought to a judge, 
who signed official doc-
uments that formally 
charged Keller with the 
offense.

Keller was arraigned 
later Friday afternoon. 
If convicted, Keller will 
face between five and 20 
years in prison, followed 
by lifetime supervision 
and a $250,000 fine, ac-
cording to a press release 
published by the U.S. At-
torneys’ Office.

Between July 2009 
and January 2011, Keller 
allegedly purchased over 
50 DVDs of child pornog-
raphy online, according 
to the press release. More 
than 500 pornographic 
photographs and between 
60 and 100 DVDs, por-
traying minors engaging 
in “sexually explicit con-
duct,” have already been 

allegedly discovered in a 
search of Keller’s home.

Some of the child por-
nography purchased was 
delivered to Isham Health 
Center, where Keller’s of-
fice was located, accord-
ing to the affidavit issued 
by the U.S. Attorneys’ Of-
fice.

He was later investi-
gated for the production 
of child pornography as 
well.

During an investiga-
tion of the materials ini-
tially found in Keller’s 
home, federal agents 
noticed a unique metal 
watch on the cameraman’s 
hand in one of the videos. 
Investigators obtained 
a new search warrant to 
search Keller’s home for 
the watch, according to 
“The Boston Channel.”

The pornographic vid-
eo was allegedly filmed 
at Cap D’Agde resort in 
France in 1996, according 
to “The Eagle-Tribune.” 
The video was filmed in 
France at a time when in-
vestigators believe Keller 
may have been in Eu-
rope. In addition to the 
watch, investigators are 
now looking for records 
of Keller’s possible stay 
at Cap D’Agde, as well as 
recording equipment and 
media storage devices.

He stepped down from 
his position of Medical 
Director at Andover in 
May of 2011 for personal 
reasons and is no longer 
employed by the school. 
Keller no longer resides 
on Academy property, ac-
cording to Christina DiIo-
rio-Sterling, public affairs 
officer at the U.S. Attor-
neys’ Office, in a phone 
interview with The Phil-
lipian. After he stepped 
down, Keller left to be a 

pediatric endocrinologist 
at Boston Children’s Hos-
pital and an Instructor 
of Pediatrics at Harvard 
Medical School.

Immediately following 
the allegations, Boston 
Children’s Hospital put 
Keller on administrative 
leave pending the results 
of the investigation, ac-
cording to a statement the 
hospital gave to “The Bos-
ton Globe.”

The statement also said 
that the hospital received 
no complaints from pa-
tients or families about 
Keller during his time 
there.

In addition to his role 
as Medical Director, 
Keller taught Personal 
and Community Educa-
tion (PACE) classes while 
at Andover.

Head of School John 
Palfrey notified students, 
faculty and staff of the sit-
uation in an e-mail on Sep-
tember 12. He and Rebec-
ca Sykes, Associate Head 
of School, held a meeting 
open to the Andover com-
munity in the Chapel at 3 
p.m. on Thursday to ad-
dress the situation and 
answer questions.

“We have no reason 
to believe that any of our 
students were involved in, 
or affected by, Dr. Keller’s 
alleged criminal behav-
ior,” wrote Palfrey in his 
e-mail to the community.  

The school decided 
not to renew Keller’s con-
tract because of multiple 
instances of professional 
misconduct. Palfrey out-
lined these circumstances 
in his e-mail: “In 1999, Dr. 
Keller was reprimanded 
for using an academy com-
puter to access pornogra-
phy involving adult sub-
jects. In 2002, Dr. Keller 

was reprimanded for 
showing an inappropriate 
cartoon to students. Dr. 
Keller was also cited for 
poor management and 
poor judgment, which led 
the school to place him 
on administrative proba-
tion in 2009.  In 2010, Dr. 
Keller sent an inappropri-
ate voicemail message to a 
colleague at the school.”

Palfrey’s e-mail con-
tinued: “Dr. Keller subse-
quently claimed that the 
school had discriminated 
against him.  The school 
investigated Dr. Keller’s 
claim and determined it to 
be groundless. Upon con-
clusion of that investiga-
tion, the school informed 
Dr. Keller that his contract 
would not be renewed for 
violating his administra-
tive probation.”

In an e-mail to the An-
dover community, Palfrey 
wrote, “The safety and 
well-being of our students 
is our top priority. We are 
fully assisting the U.S. At-
torneys’ Office to ensure 
that investigators have 
the information they need 
in order to perform their 
duties as it relates to this 
case.”

According to DiIorio-
Sterling, the Academy was 
notified of Dr. Keller’s ar-
rest Thursday morning 
and has been cooperating 
fully with the investiga-
tion.

Law enforcement re-
ported that they discov-
ered Keller’s transactions 
in a search of the cus-
tomer database of a mov-
ie production company, 
which sold explicit DVDs 
and streaming media fea-
turing underage boys on 
their website, according to 
the Criminal Complaint at 
the United States District 

Court. Keller allegedly re-
ceived 19 orders between 
July 2009 and January 
2011, including 50 DVDs 
that totaled over $2,695, 
according to the affidavit.

The U.S. Postal Inspec-
tion Service began inves-
tigating the company in 
October 2010.

On August 4, 2011, the 
U.S. Department of Jus-
tice, Criminal Division, 
Child Exploitation and 
Obscenity Section (CEOS) 
issued an administrative 
subpoena to Comcast Ca-
ble Communications for 
information concerning 
an e-mail address discov-
ered during the search of 
the company’s customer 
database, according to 
the affidavit. The affida-
vit also revealed that on 
May 2, 2012, CEOS issued 
an additional subpoena to 
Comcast Cable Communi-
cations.

These subpoenas yield-
ed records which con-
firmed that the e-mail ad-
dress belonged to Keller. 
The records also showed 
the addresses of his previ-
ous and current residenc-
es.

Keller’s alleged receipt 
of child pornography vio-
lated Title 18 United States 
Code, which “prohibits a 
person from receiving any 
visual depiction using any 
means or facility of inter-
state or foreign commerce 
or that has been mailed or 
so shipped or transported, 
by any means including a 
computer, if the produc-
ing of such visual depic-
tion involved the use of a 
minor engaging in sexu-
ally explicit conduct and 
such visual depiction is of 
such conduct.”

Keller, Former Medical Director, Arrested and Charged With 
Receipt of Child Pornography, Pleads Not Guilty
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As news networks called 
President Barack Obama’s 
re-election on Tuesday night, 
Andover students from two 
English classes were busy 
live-tweeting election results 
and hashtagging #teenson12, 
as they watched coverage of 
the presidential election in 
Kemper Auditorium.

“Teens on 12” was the of-
ficial hashtag for the Senior 
English electives New Media 
Studies and Journalism, two 
of the many classes on cam-
pus that have discussed the 
2012 election.

Each student in the classes 
monitored a different news 
outlet, tweeting about the 
outlet’s coverage and projec-
tions.

Nina Scott, Instructor 
in English, who teaches the 
Journalism elective, said she 
got the idea from her daugh-
ter, Tess Scott ’06, who works 
as an assistant to Diane Saw-
yer, an anchor on ABC News. 
Because Nina Scott’s daugh-
ter wanted to be able to see 
what other news networks 
and outlets were saying on the 
night of the election, she sug-
gested that Andover students 
tweet election results under 
the same hashtag. 

Nina Scott said, “I asked 
Tess how kids in a journalism 
class could cover an election 
when they can’t leave campus 
and actually go to a headquar-
ters and interview anyone. 
And she said, ‘Well, certainly 
they can help me by observing 
the different networks and 
the other news sites and giv-
ing their reactions.’ Do [the 
students] like [a network’s 
coverage]? Do they not? Is it 
confusing? Is it not? Are the 
graphics helpful? Or are they 
irritating? Who are the pun-
dits? Are they of value?”

“In past elections, more 
conservative networks such 
as Fox News have called 
states for Republicans sooner. 
It’s only going to be a matter 
of minutes, really, but [each 
network] may cover things 
differently and focus on dif-
ferent issues and have differ-
ent talking heads and inter-
view different people,” said 
Sue Greenberg, Instructor in 
English, who teaches the New 
Media Studies elective.

Nina Scott said that she 
wanted her Journalism stu-
dents, who have been writing 
about election issues through-
out the term, to be able to cov-
er the election in a hands-on 
way, since they cannot leave 
campus to do original report-
ing.

Greenberg’s class has been 
examining how social me-
dia tools such as Twitter and 
Facebook have changed the 
way news is being reported.

“I hope [the students] get 
a sense of how an election 
works, how the media covers 
it and how many tools there 
are at their disposal to cover 
it. It’s just so much fun to be 
part of the whole night and 
the whole process, and I want 
them to feel that excitement 
and be part of a community 
that’s experiencing an elec-
tion together. It’s very power-
ful,” said Greenberg.

Greenberg and Nina Scott 
are not the only teachers who 
integrated the election into 
their class curricula. 

Megan Paulson, Instruc-
tor in History, had both of her 
History 200 classes and her 
History 300 class give presen-
tations on issues pertaining 
to the election. Her students 
r1esearched issues such as 
defense spending, health care 
and the economy.

“Some kids in my 200 class 
were afraid to say their views 
because they felt that they 
were controversial. These 
were kids who were more 
conservative in their views, 
and I don’t want anybody 
in any of my classes to feel 
like they don’t have a voice, 
whether they’re conserva-
tive, liberal, what have you. I 
thought it was very important 
for us to educate ourselves on 
the specific issues and find 
out what the [candidates’] 
platforms actually are and 
then we can make informed 
decisions,” said Paulson. 

“I thought it was a great 
way to bring in current events. 
So often we’re focusing just 
on the past, and I think it’s im-
portant to look to the future 
too,” said Amelia Trant ’13, a 
student in Paulson’s History 
300 class. 

Christopher Shaw, In-
structor and Chair in History, 
allotted two days in his His-
tory 100 syllabus for a brief 
research assignment on dif-
ferent election issues, includ-
ing energy, taxes, the federal 
deficit, the role of the govern-
ment, health care, marriage 
and defense. His students 
summarized the positions of 
President Obama and former 
Governor Mitt Romney on 
each issue and discussed their 
findings in class. Shaw also 

had his students watch 45 
minutes of election coverage 
on television.

“Class was really interest-
ing. We debated all the differ-
ent issues and the candidates’ 
political stances. I learned a 
lot, and I think it will help us... 
be well-informed citizens,” 
said Madeleine Kemper ’16, a 
student in Shaw’s History 100 
class. 

Tedd Parker, Instructor 
in Economics, said that he 
will have his Macroeconom-
ics classes discuss the “fis-
cal cliff” in the context of the 
election. 

“The ‘fiscal cliff’ basically 
means that the fiscal policies 
that are currently in place... 
are going to implement both 
tax increases and decreases in 
government spending... and 
the Congressional Budget Of-
fice (CBO) has predicted that 
in 2013, if these laws stay on 
the books, ultimately we’re 
going to go back into the re-
cession,” said Parker. 

Parker’s class will ex-
amine impending economic 
problems from different polit-
ical and economic viewpoints. 
His students will analyze the 
CBO’s projections for 2013 
now that President Obama 
has been re-elected and ex-
amine the current and pro-
jected gross domestic prod-
uct (GDP) in order to come 
up with their own economic 
policy proposals to avoid the 
“fiscal cliff.” 

Tracy Ainsworth, In-
structor in History, said that 
although she did not give any 
of her History 300 classes 
specific assignments related 
to the election, her students 
discussed how the current 
presidential platforms related 
to party views in the 1700s 
and 1800s. 

“We’ve followed the 
election all along... We have 
looked at [the candidates] in 
terms of what they’ve said 
about what the role of the 
federal government should be 
versus the role of states. The 
election’s been a great way to 
talk about the debate [that] 
has been going on since the 
Federalist and Antifederalist 
debates over the Constitu-
tion,” said Ainsworth.

Classes Cover 2012 Presidential Election

By JANINE KO

Passing through campus 
on Monday, Hurricane Sandy 
knocked down trees, delayed 
the start of classes on Tues-
day and caused power out-
ages in Hearsey House and 
several faculty homes.

The worst damage oc-
curred at Comstock House, 
the home of Trish Russell, 
Interim Dean of West Quad 
South Cluster, where a tree 
fell on the roof, according to 
Larry Muench, Director of 
Facilities. No injuries were 
reported, and the Office of 
Physical Plant (OPP) worked 
to repair Comstock House.

After Hearsey House lost 
power, students were evacu-
ated and stayed in Double 
Brick House until power was 
restored late Tuesday night, 
according to Muench.

Muench said that Hurri-
cane Sandy caused less dam-
age than initially expected.

“You never know what 
may occur with wind gusts 
at hurricane force levels. 
Some tree limbs caused lo-
calized damage to buildings, 
but overall much less dam-
age than we feared,” said 
Muench.

2,845 people in Andover, 
Mass., lost power as of 11 a.m. 
on Tuesday, according to 
“The Eagle Tribune.”

Although weather fore-
casts suggested that the hur-
ricane would have passed by 
Andover by the start of class-
es on Tuesday, the adminis-
tration decided to start class-
es two hours later in order to 
give OPP adequate time to 
clear up debris, according to 
Becky Sykes, Associate Head 
of School and member of 
the Phillips Academy Storm 
Team.

The administration had 
also confirmed that 85 per-

cent of boarding students 
were able to get back on cam-
pus by Monday night. 

The Storm Team decided 
not to cancel classes because 
after two weeks of unusual 
schedules, another short 
week did not seem necessary, 
according to Sykes.

Sykes said that it was 
easier to respond to the hur-
ricane than the snowstorm 
of October 2011 because the 
weather was warmer and 
there was no snow on the 
ground.

Only three large trees 
were felled by Hurricane 
Sandy this year, but many 
branches and limbs littered 
campus grounds, according 
to Muench.

It took several weeks to 
fully repair campus, accord-
ing to Muench. 

Andover has also slowly 
been converting all dormi-
tories onto the campus grid 
in order to minimize power 
outages. 

This year, only four out 
of the 42 dorms are not on 
the Andover grid, compared 
to the seven dormitories 
that were last year. The four 
dorms are Hearsey House, 
Stowe House, French House 
and Whitney House.

During a power outage, 
buildings connected to the 
Andover plant can get power 
from a backup energy sys-
tem, but buildings not con-
nected need to wait for the 
National Grid to restore the 
power, according to Muench. 

The back-up generator 
can currently supply power 
to 85 buildings on campus, 
according to an e-mail Sykes 
sent to the Andover commu-
nity on Sunday.

“ [National Grid] sched-
ules all repairs, and they re-
store the more critical loads 
in priority order,” wrote 
Muench in an e-mail to The 

Phillipian. “We usually re-
spond to the PA buildings 
without power to ensure 
flooding doesn’t occur, and 
[we] have the ability to pump 
out basements if needed. 
That wasn’t required in this 
storm.”

OPP began preparing for 
the storm last week when 
Hurricane Sandy was south 
of Florida, according to 
Muench.

“As the storm neared, 
we assembled teams of OPP 
personnel that provided con-
tinuous on-site coverage to 
respond immediately should 
the need arise,” said Muench.

Sykes said, “At the end of 
last week [OPP personnel] 
were going around checking 
trees to make sure that there 
weren’t any limbs that looked 
dead and could possibly come 
down during the storm. Ob-
viously, we have a lot trees 
on this campus, so there 
wasn’t any way for them to 
guarantee 100 percent that 
were wouldn’t be any dam-
age from falling trees, but 
they were just trying to make 
sure as much as possible the 
things that could be identi-
fied and taken care of.”

“Frankly, a lot of the older 
trees that could have been 
damaged were [already] gone 
[after the October 2011 snow-
storm],” she continued.

The Storm Team, which 
responded to Hurricane San-
dy, included Temba Maqube-
la, Dean of Faculty, Paul 
Murphy, Dean of Students, 
John Rogers, Dean of Stud-
ies, Leeann Bennett, Director 
of Human Resources, Tom 
Conlon, Director of Public 
Safety, Maureen Ferris, Di-
rector of Risk Management, 
Tracy Sweet, Director of 
Academy Communications, 
Dominic Veneto, Director 
of Information Technology, 
Muench and Sykes.

Hurricane Sandy Delays Classes, Causes 
Minor Damage Around Campus

By ANDREW YANG

Hurricane Sandy left campus trees leaveless. 
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Students livetweet coverage in Kemper.

FALL TERM IN REVIEW

In the first of this year’s 
Kaleidoscope All-School 
Meetings  on September 26th, 
Dee Dee Myers, who served 
as former President Bill Clin-
ton’s Press Secretary and au-
thored “Why Women Should 
Rule the World,” offered a 
Democratic perspective on 
this year’s presidential elec-
tion. 

The two-week Kaleido-
scope All-School Meeting 
(ASM)  program brings two 
speakers with opposing view-
points to campus to expose 
students to diverse opinions 
on a controversial issue. This 
year’s Kaleidoscope program 
focused on politics. 

The following week, Jeb 
Bush ’71, former Governor of 
Florida, offered his views as a 
Republican in the second in-
stallment of the Kaleidoscope 
program.

In her speech, Myers, 
the first female and second 
youngest White House Press 
Secretary ever, defended her 
belief in the Democratic par-
ty, stating that liberals have 
better tax, health care, eco-
nomic and national security 
policies. She supports liberal 
legislature that protects child 
laborers, workplace safety, 
voting and marriage rights 
and health care for seniors.

“We do better when we 
don’t leave people behind. 
We do better when we reach 
out and tap the talent of every 
single one of us. We shouldn’t 
discard a population because 
they’re having a hard time 
or they weren’t born in the 
right place. Let’s give them 
a chance, maybe a second 
chance, because what they 
can bring is in all our interests 

and will make us all stronger,” 
said Myers in her speech. 

“The Democratic Party 
takes governing more serious-
ly. It has better governing phi-
losophy, better policies, more 
experience and a more inten-
tional approach to governing 
that’s more productive,” she 
continued.

Myers stressed that all 
students should take an active 
part in politics.

“You have to take your 
own interest and what is in 
the interest of the community 
you want to be a part of. If you 
don’t speak up, someone else’s 
voice will fill that void, and it’s 
probably not what you want,” 
said Myers.

After the ASM, Myers was 
available for a question and 
answer session over lunch 
with students and faculty.

During the Q&A, Myers 
emphasized the need for bi-
partisan solutions. Politicians 
on both sides, especially Re-
publicans, Myers said, often 
refuse to look objectively at 
solutions for national issues.

Myers said that there are 
two major forces fueling the 
polarization of politics. First, 
the downturn of the economy 
has driven people to form ex-
treme opinions. Second, the 
convergence of people with 
the same political opinions to 
the same areas of the country 
has created overwhelmingly 
red or blue states, has left few 
swing states and has made bi-
partisan compromise impru-
dent for politicians.

One area that requires 
bipartisan compromise is in 
management of the national 
debt, according to Myers. Lib-
erals and conservatives tend 
to clash over methods of bal-
ancing the budget. Democrats 
usually support increases in 

taxes, whereas Republicans 
favor spending cuts. 

The best solution is one 
that combines both methods, 
such as the National Commis-
sion on Fiscal Responsibility 
and Reform, also called the 
Simpson-Bowles commission, 
which would have cut $4 tril-
lion in spending and increased 
taxes, according to Myers. 

“There’s a study that said 
that diverse groups of deci-
sion-makers often are most 
successful. Whether it’s so-
cioeconomic, gender, racial 
or ethnic diversity. You could 
take the smartest five white 
guys, and put them in a room, 
and when they get to a place, 
they tend to all get stuck in 
the same place. The same 
thing would happen if you 
took five Kenyan women, it’s 
that people who see the world 
the same often get stuck in the 
same place,” said Myers at the 
lunch.

What Myers describes as 
the “horse race” and event-
driven nature of the media 
exacerbates the polarization 
of politics. Myers said that 
distrust and bias in media 
spreads misinformation about 
politics and political candi-

dates, engendering poor deci-
sion making.

“At the turn of the last cen-
tury, in the 1900s, there were 
maybe 25 or 26 or 27 daily 
newspapers in New York. And 
every single one of them had a 
different point on the ideo-
logical spectrum. And if you 
were really conservative, you 
read one paper, if you were 
progressive or socialist you 
read another paper. Every-
one’s stuck in their own chan-
nel, in their own lane, and 
they didn’t branch out. We’re 
back in that kind of place 
where you have red facts and 
blue facts… People who watch 
FOX News don’t believe the 
facts they hear on CNBC,” 
said Myers at the lunch.

Myers defended President 
Barack Obama’s foreign poli-
cy position in the Middle East.

“We could have propped 
up the Mubarak regime in 
Egypt. They had been an ally 
for more than 30 years; they 
had been our partner in the 
Middle East for years, but the 
popular will of the people was 
that they had had enough of 
that. It was stifling the econ-
omy, [and] people didn’t have 
opportunity. So the President 

decided that we had to be on 
the side whose aspirations are 
for a democracy,” said Myers 
at the lunch.

During the lunch, she also 
defended Obamacare.

“With the individual man-
date, if everyone’s in, insur-
ance companies can no lon-
ger deny care for children or 
adults who have a preexisting 
condition, and you guys [An-
dover students] will be able 
to stay on your parents’ poli-
cies until you’re 26. So, if you 
want to start a business, and 
your parents are willing to 
keep you on their policy, you 
can do that. But all these good 
things can’t happen without 
the mandate,” she said.

Myers’s speech prompted 
differing reactions from stu-
dents.

“[Myers] thoughtfully 
portrayed the Democratic 
value of protecting those who 
haven’t succeeded and need a 
helping hand. This election is 
about the future, not a refer-
endum or a discussion of the 
past, which can’t be changed. 
She will undoubtedly be a 
stark contrast to Jeb Bush. 
She spoke well on behalf of 
Democrats and made her 
beliefs on social equity and 
fairness a cornerstone of her 
speech,” said Tyler Olkowski 
’13, President of PA Democrats 
Club, who introduced Myers 
at the ASM.

“As a kid, I watched the 
‘West Wing,’ [a show about 
the White House for which 
Myers was an advisor], and 
she was one of the charac-
ters in that who epitomized 
female political power, so the 
[ASM] was really inspiration-
al for me because of that,” said 
Farris Peale ’14.

“[Myers was] well-spoken 
and intelligent... However, 

she was a bit too respectful to-
wards her Republican coun-
terparts. I just wish she would 
have brought more fire,” said 
Mark Meyer ’13, President of 
the Republican Society. 

“Her speech could have 
been more well-received by 
the Andover community had 
she not immediately spoken 
so negatively about the Re-
publicans. She seemed very 
dismissive of the Republicans, 
but as a whole she did a good 
job of keeping the ideals she 
believes in and getting them 
across to the audience,” said 
Kate Wincek ’14. 

In 1992, Myers became the 
first female and the second 
youngest White House Press 
Secretary, at the age of 31, 
under the administration of 
President Clinton.

“I was given the title of 
that job, but a smaller salary, 
a smaller office and a lower 
rank. It was tough. I had to 
fight to earn the authority 
that a press secretary has... in-
grained into their job. I think 
it happens to women, that we 
are given more responsibility 
but less authority,” she con-
tinued.

Myers was born in Quon-
set Point, RI but grew up in 
Valencia, CA. Myers’ interest 
in politics began during her 
time at Santa Clara Universi-
ty, from which she graduated 
in 1983.

After her work in the 
White House, she served as 
a consultant for NBC’s “The 
West Wing” and held the 
position of liberal chair on 
“Equal Time”, a CNBC politi-
cal talk show. Today, she is a 
political analyst and commen-
tator and a contributing editor 
to “Vanity Fair.”

Dee Dee Myers Presents Democratic Perspective on 2012 Presidential Election

By JEFFREY TAN

Z. GALLAGHER/ THE PHILLIPIAN
Myers spoke at All-School Meeting.
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In an effort to provide 
Andover students with com-
prehensive health care under 
one roof, the Board of Trust-
ees decided in February to 
proceed with the prelimi-
nary design phase of a new 
Wellness Center.

The new center will of-
fer medical care, counseling 
services, health education, 
physical therapy and reha-
bilitation, according to Larry 
Muench, Director Facilities. 

The construction of the 
new Wellness Center is ex-
pected to begin in June 2014 
and conclude in August 2015. 
The architect-selection pro-
cess, which is currently un-
derway, will finish in May. 
The building-design phase 
has yet to begin and is ex-
pected to take one year im-
mediately following archi-
tect-selection.

Discussions about a new 
Wellness Center have been 
ongoing for several years and 
have been based on internal 
and external evaluations 
that were conducted by the 
school, according to Amy 
Patel, Medical Director and 
School Physician.

“Over the last several 
years there has been increas-
ing collaboration between 
the different facets of health, 

so we are not coming up with 
something that is revolution-
ary—it has been in the works 
for many years,” said Patel.

Located on Salem Street 
between Benner House and 
Bulfinch Hall, the new cen-
ter will be more accessible to 
the community in terms of 
location and condensation of 
services. It will have an intel-
ligent design that factors in 
the natural terrain and also 
keeps the lines of sight to 
and from Bulfinch Hall, said 
Muench.

“We have realized [that] 
as a community, students 
do not have the time to get 
from place to place or even 
seek the care that they need 
to take care of themselves 
when they are sick,” said Pa-
tel. 

Patel plans to develop a 
new, more comprehensive 
health and wellness educa-
tion program in the coming 
years as well, building off the 
current Physical Education 
and Personal and Commu-
nity Education (PACE) pro-
grams.

“In the wellness program, 
we hope to enhance health 
and wellness education. You 
can google anything, but 
you will not always get the 
correct answer. I think it is 
my job, and the job of other 
healthcare professionals as 
well, to show students where 

to get validated information 
from,” said Patel.

“The goal is to be pro-
active and not reactive to 
health problems. We are 
hoping that this new well-
ness initiative will encour-
age students to be more pro-
active,” added Patel. 

The new center will also 
allow for increased collabo-
ration between various well-
ness teams, according to Pa-
tel.

“To combine the physi-
ological services and medi-
cal services in one building 
is what we have wanted for 
a long time. The idea that 
a student can come to one 
building, centrally located, 
and get all their health needs 
taken care of is something to 
be excited about. And for the 
adults, we are looking for-
ward to working together,” 
said Carol Israel, Associate 
Director of Counseling.

Patel added, “There is 
something powerful about 
the synergy that is created 
when multiple components 
of health come together. So, 
for example, when students 
are stressed, it is important 
to recognize that there are 
overlapping physical and 
psychological manifesta-
tions.  Housing both medical 
and psychological services 
in the same building would 
enhance coordination of ser-
vices and improve care deliv-
ery.” 

Israel does not anticipate 
any changes in the counsel-
ing process, although the 
location of the building will 
most likely increase the 
number of visitors. 

Israel said, “I think that 
being in the health center 
will help to fix the stigmas 
associated with Graham 
House. I think having the 
counseling services con-
tained within a health cen-
ter where kids are having a 
PACE class, seeing a nutri-
tionist or doing some func-
tional rehab with a trainer 
will make it easier for kids to 
feel comfortable in counsel-
ing sessions.”

A project team made up 
of members from the Office 
of the Physical Plant (OPP), 
the Senior Administrative 
Council (SAC), medical spe-
cialists, counseling special-
ists, outside specialists and 
trustees is currently being 
assembled to select the ar-
chitect for this project, said 
Muench.

With an anticipated cost 
of several million dollars, the 
building will most likely be 
two stories high and acces-
sible from both Salem Street 
and Highland Road. Accord-
ing to Muench, the funds 
have yet to be raised.
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WINTER TERM IN REVIEW

At the start of the 
new year, Winter Term 
brought many changes 
across campus. The term 
opened with the unveil-
ing of Bulfinch Hall after 
seven months of construc-
tion. The revamped build-
ing features  a renovated 
centralized faculty lounge 
and a new Audio-Visual 
multi-purpose room.

The first week of Feb-
ruary, John Palfrey, Head 
of School, announced his 
first Head of School Day. 
After raising his squash 
racket in Paresky Com-
mons, Palfrey was greeted 
with screams of excited 
students and music.

 Early on in the term, an 
Ad-Hoc committee began 
to review Student Council 
and discuss changes to in-
crease efficiency. Student 
Council voted in favor of 
a Co-Presidential model 
proposed by the commit-
tee with a 20-3 vote in 
January. The switch to co-
presidency would change 
the role of the two presi-
dents, allowing for great-
er collaboration and in-
creased effectiveness. The 
possibility of an increase 
in female candidates was 
also a propelling reason 
for the new model.

Five Seniors began the 
Divest Andover move-
ment, part of the nation-
wide Divest movement 
encouraging institutions 
to divest from fossil fuel 
companies. The group 
hosted forums and spoke 
with Andover Board of 
Trustees, requesting that 
Andover divest from 20 
specific fossil fuel compa-
nies.

Andover hosted a va-
riety of guest speakers. In 
February, Olivia Wilde ’02 
shared her enthusiasm for 
social justice, especially 
in the context of “Half 
the Sky: Turning Oppres-
sion into Opportunity 
for Women Worldwide,” 
a documentary that she 
participated in. In March, 
Andover celebrated Mar-
tin Luther King Day with 
Steve Pemberton, who 
spoke of his personal 
story and the importance 
of diversity. Robert Darn-
ton ’57 and George Whi-
tesides ’57, recipients of 
the Claude Moore Fuess 
Awards for distinguished 
contribution to public 
service, shared their sto-
ries during ASM.

Winter Term also saw 
various turnovers, as Jim 
Ventre ’79 was named 
Director of Admission, 
Trish Russell was named 
the new Dean of Studies, 

passing on her position 
as West Quad South Clus-
ter Dean to Kate Dolan. 
Raj Mundra will replace 
Aya Murata as Pine Knoll 
Cluster Dean in the fall.

In discussion with the 
Board of Trustees, Dr. 
Amy Patel will head the 
construction of a new 
Health Center, to be locat-
ed between Benner House 
and Bulfinch Hall, across 
from Paresky Commons. 

In January, Andover, 
Deerfield and Lawrencev-
ille competed in the an-
nual Green Cup Challenge 
to promote eco-friendly 
practices across campus. 
Andover placed second 
behind Lawrenceville, 
whose flag flew in victory 
over Andover’s campus in 
April. 

In contrast to last 
year’s dry winter, An-
dover received an abun-
dance of snow, including 
Winter Storm Nemo that 
buried campus over the 
winter long weekend.  
Students were allowed to 
leave school early in order 
to arrive safely to destina-
tions before the high peak 
of the blizzard, and An-
dover eventually received 
over two feet of snow in 
the second major storm 
this year, after Hurricane 
Sandy. 

Winter Term Brings 
New Policy, Speakers and Snow

Robert Darnton ’57 and 
George Whitesides ’57, 2013 
recipients of the Claude 
Moore Fuess Award, dis-
cussed their professional 
experiences and motivations 
for their ground-breaking 
public service during All-
School Meeting (ASM) on 
Wednesday, January 30.

Darnton and Whitesides 
hold two of 21 University 
Professorships at Harvard 
University in cultural his-
tory and chemistry, respec-
tively. Both are recognized 
internationally as leading 
scholars in their fields.

The Fuess Award recog-
nizes alumni who, “through 
their teaching, scholarly, 
journalistic or other ac-
tivities have made a dis-
tinguished contribution to 
public service… or to the 
strengthening of the civic 
conscience,” according to a 
1964 letter to former Head 
of School John Kemper from 
the creators of the award.

Applying academic ex-
pertise to “Non Sibi” work, 
Whitesides founded Diag-
nostics for All (DFA) and 
Darnton is a founder of the 
Digital Public Library of 
America (DPLA), both orga-
nizations dedicated to bet-
tering society. DFA provides 
low-cost medical diagnos-
tic tools to the developing 
world, and the DPLA, which 
launched in April, provides 
free access to the world’s 
largest collection of digitized 
library materials. 

“There is a big issue in 
trying to distribute the bene-
fits of technology to civiliza-
tions across the globe, to rich 
and poor,” said Whitesides in 
his ASM address.

“It doesn’t seem like a 
reasonable world, in which 
we have healthcare coming 
out of our ears, while peo-
ple in the slums of Mumbai 
don’t,” he said.

Darnton said in his ad-
dress that DPLA is a part of 

an ongoing movement that 
aims to broaden worldwide, 
free access to knowledge via 
technology and the Internet.

“In the 18th century, the 
Founding Fathers all be-
lieved in the power of the 
printed word, but that power 
was frankly utopian in char-
acter. Most people at the 
time couldn’t read, or those 
who could read couldn’t af-
ford the books,” said Darn-
ton. 

“However, what seemed 
utopian is possible [today] 
because we have the tech-
nology to make it happen. 
We have the ability to make 
the entirety of our cultural 
heritage stored up in librar-
ies to be available to all of 
the citizens—not just in this 
country, but [to people] ev-
erywhere in the world,” 
Darnton continued. 

Both honorees shared 
experiences from their time 
at Andover that shaped their 
characters and successes lat-
er in life.

“You are all unbelievably 
fortunate. The education I 
got here provided the basis 
for everything I have done 
since. You are getting the 
right kind of education here, 
so pay close attention,” said 
Whitesides at ASM.

“One of the things I be-
lieve Andover taught me 
was how to read: to read 
deeply, to read analytically 
and to understand that the 
groups of fiction and nonfic-
tion alike have structures,” 
said Darnton in an interview 
with The Phillipian. 

Darnton cites his time at 
Andover as the origin of his 
lifelong endeavor to cross 
cultural boundaries.

“I was once sitting years 
ago [at an ASM] when there 
was a talk by a very well-
known specialist in the 
study of Navajo Indians, and 
I dared to ask a question. I 
don’t remember the ques-
tion, but I clearly remember 
his answer. It went as fol-
lows: ‘Now, that is a culture-
bound question,’” Darnton 

recalled during ASM. 
Even though he did not 

know at the time what a 
“culture-bound question” 
was, the response sparked 
his interest in venturing out-
side his own cultural com-
fort zone, said Darnton. His 
experience as an intern news 
reporter at the “Newark Star 
Ledger” further reinforced 
this interest. 

“Once, I thought I had 
found a great news story and 
went to the [police] lieuten-
ant for more information. He 
said [to me] in utter disgust, 
‘Kid, don’t you get it? This 
is not news.’ He pointed to 
the parentheses next to the 
names of suspects and vic-
tims, and there was a ‘B’—a 
‘B’ for ‘Black,’” he said.

“So there was a cultural 
sieve that was used to sift 
information, and for stories 
in 1956, black people were 
not ‘news.’ They did not ap-
pear in the newspaper. This 
is what I mean by culture-
bound conventions,” he con-
tinued.

“I think it is possible, 
through hard study at Ando-
ver in particular, to break out 
of culture-bound thinking 
and roam around the men-
tal universe of other places,” 
said Darnton.

Whitesides advised stu-
dents to ensure that there is 
a clear “story” to everything 
they do. He referred to these 
stories as having four parts: a 
puzzle, a journey, a surprise 
and a resolution.

“First, you need to have a 
puzzle or a conflict in order 
to motivate people. If others 
don’t care about what you 
are doing, then you haven’t 
done anything. The second 
part is just how you go about 
it. The third part is that there 
always has to be a new idea, 
a surprise. Finally, the last 
part is the issue of resolution 
or, in other words, applica-
tion in the real world,” he 
said.

“The puzzle for DFA 
was how to do [deliver diag-
nostic tools] under difficult 
circumstances. It’s a very 
challenging and interesting 
problem because in the de-
veloping world, usually there 
is no money, no resources 
like electricity and refrigera-
tion, no clean water and of-
ten not even an idea of what 
disease is,” he said. 

Whitesides urged the 
students to think about their 
actions in terms of these four 
components of a “story” and 
to consider the larger value 
of their personal goals to 
others.

“In a sense, [all four parts 
of the story] are addressed to 
a single question we are try-
ing to answer: ‘Who cares?’” 
he said. 

In addition to speaking 
at ASM, both Whitesides 

and Darnton taught master 
classes in their respective 
field of study on Wednesday.

First awarded in 1967, the 
Fuess Award is Andover’s 
highest honor. It recogniz-
es alumni for their distin-
guished efforts and achieve-
ments in public service, 
according to a press release 
on the Andover website. 

“The reason why we 
think the Non Sibi spirit is so 
completely evident in [Darn-
ton’s and Whitesides’s] work 
is that they lived great lives of 
distinction and scholarship 
that had a particular quality 
to it, which is to say that they 
have done work at the abso-
lute highest levels—in terms 
of not only what we think of 
as academic work, but [they] 
also have had an enormous 
public impact through their 
work,” said Head of School 
John Palfrey at ASM, who 
selected this year’s recipi-
ents with former Head of 
School Barbara Chase.

Whitesides and Darnton 
will be the 26th group of re-
cipients of the Fuess Award 
and are two of 119 recipients 
since the award’s conception 

in 1967, according to Nancy 
Jeton, Special Assistant to 
the Head of School. The 
award is named for Claude 
Moore Fuess, Headmaster 
from 1933 to 1948. 

All Fuess Award re-
cipients receive a medal de-
signed by Paul Manship, a 
renowned scholar. On the 
front of the medal is a bas-re-
lief etching of Fuess and the 
words “For Distinguished 
Public Service,” said Jeton. 
Manship’s works include 
the well-known Prometheus 
statue in New York’s Rock-
efeller Center, as well as “Cy-
cle of Life,” the iconic Ando-
ver armillary sphere on the 
Great Lawn.

Past recipients of the 
Fuess Award include Oscar 
Tang ’56, former President 
of the Board of Trustees, in 
1990, and George H.W. Bush 
’42, former President of the 
United States, in 1980. 

Recipients are asked to 
attend the award ceremony 
at Andover and to speak to 
faculty and students about 
public service, said Jeton.

Darnton and Whitesides Receive Fuess Award, Academy’s Highest Honor

By EJ KIM

Thank you, CXXXV!

Cheers of delight erupt-
ed in Paresky Commons 
on the evening of Monday, 
February 4, as Head of 
School John Palfrey waved 
his squash racquet to an-
nounce his first Head of 
School Day at Andover.  

Head of School Day 
cancelled all classes and 
extracurricular activi-
ties on February 5. Sports 
teams with Wednesday 
games that week still held 
practices that day. 

Mobs of students had 
gathered early around the 
entrance of Lower Right 
in anticipation of Palfrey’s 
arrival. Some students 
even held up signs already 
thanking Palfrey for the 
day off. 

“I started in Upper 
Right to give the Ju-
niors and others there the 
chance to start the scream-
ing.  And then I slipped in 
the back of Lower Right.  I 
was feeling impish and de-
cided not to come straight 
in the front since so many 
seemed to expect me,” 
wrote Palfrey in an e-mail 
to The Phillipian. 

Palfrey used a squash 
racquet instead of the blue 
field hockey stick that Bar-
bara Chase, former Head 
of School, used to declare a 

day of rest for students and 
faculty.

“Squash is my favorite 
sport, and I thought that 
would be a fun and person-
al way to declare HOS day,” 
wrote Palfrey.

Nancy Jeton, Special 
Assistant to the Head of 
School, said although Pal-
frey asked various mem-
bers of the faculty and staff 
for suggestions and advice, 
he ultimately made the de-
cision on his own.

Palfrey said that he 
chose Tuesday to be Head 
of School Day because 
Kevin Cardozo, Instructor 
in Chemistry, had the day 
in his syllabus as Head of 
School Day.

“I figured he must know 
when it was supposed to 
be,” said Palfrey.

Cardozo said, “I’m hon-
ored that Mr. Palfrey chose 
Head of School Day based 
on my syllabus.  Maybe I 
can get us a second one by 
putting Head of School Day 
on my spring syllabus too!”

To make Head of School 
Day more memorable, a 
group of Seniors set up 
speakers in Lower Right 
before Palfrey’s entrance 
and played music in cel-
ebration of the announce-
ment. “It was really a col-
laborative effort on every 
Senior’s part,” wrote Clau-
dia Giles ’13 in an e-mail to 
The Phillipian.

“Reception in Paresky 
was awesome. I loved it. 
There’s no way to prepare 
for being received with a 
great dance party,” wrote 
Palfrey.

John Palfrey Declares First 
Head of School Day With Squash Racquet

By EJ KIM

Trustees Approve Construction of New 
Wellness Center on Salem Street

By MADELEINE 
MAYHEW
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Students celebrate around Palfrey in Paresky Commons.
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Darnton and Whitesides both teach at Harvard.



Student Council passed 
a proposal to change the 
position of School Presi-
dent to School Co-Presi-
dents on January 18. A 20-3 
vote, with one abstention, 
met the two-thirds major-
ity required to pass the 
amendment to the Student 
Government Constitution.

The amendment passed 
by the Student Council 
went into effect for the 
2013-14 presidential elec-
tion.

The Student Council 
Review Committee, which 
wrote the proposal, will 
continue to consider fur-
ther revisions to the struc-
ture and responsibilities of 
the entire student govern-
ment.

“Going forward I think 
that the main goal of any 
changes that we make are 
to make sure that Student 
Council is more effective 
and better at representing 
the views of the students, 
and I think that in the fu-
ture especially with all 
the changes that we hope 
to make this year, Student 
Council will be something 
that students take more se-
riously,” said Hemang Kaul 
’13, School President.

Just before the vote, 
Student Council met with 
members of the Student 
Council Review Com-
mittee in an open discus-
sion period and then held 
a closed door discussion 
among Student Council 
only. Voting took place in a 
roll call.

All three members of 
the Executive Board—
Kaul, Rolando Bonachea 
’13, Vice President of Stu-
dent Council, and MJ En-
gel ’13, Executive Secretary 
of Student Council—voted 
for the change. All other 
members of Student Coun-
cil got one vote, except for 
the three Executive Board 
members. Kaul had six 
votes, Bonachea had four 
and Engel had two.

“The idea is that in the 
future good examples of 
leadership and more exam-
ples of leadership will en-
courage different groups of 
people to run and to expe-
rience what it’s like to be a 
part of student leadership,” 
said Kaul.

“Hopefully student 
leadership will become 
a more active role in the 

community’s campus... I’m 
looking forward to see how 
it all works out this year,” 
he continued.

Kaul said that hav-
ing two School Presidents 
would help redefine the 
role and image of the presi-
dency.

“In my experience be-
ing President, a lot of what 
is expected of me has been 
very much the speeches 
I give and basically the 
glamorous aspect of that. 
I think while communi-
cation with the students 
is extremely important, I 
don’t think that the School 
President’s position should 
be to entertain the stu-
dents, which I feel has 
been my main expectation 
from students, and I think 
that in terms of effective-
ness, in any job, two heads 
are better than one,” said 
Kaul.

“[With] two School 
Presidents, you are pro-
jecting the image of collab-
oration and presenting the 
idea that we take pride in 
collaboration and encour-
age it,” added Kaul.

The idea of a Co-Pres-
idency was also brought 
forth in part to address 
gender imbalance in the 
present structure of Stu-
dent Council, as there 
have only been four female 
School Presidents since 
the Andover-Abbot merger 
in 1973. This year, four of 
the 15 members of Student 
Council are female. All of 
the females are Seniors.

The committee, how-
ever, decided not to man-
date any gender regulation 
in the Co-Presidency, since 
the proposal will intro-
duce more female candi-
dates into the pool, even 
if two male or two female 
candidates were to win, 
said Engel.

“We thought it’d be in-
appropriate to mandate 
whom students should 
vote for based on gender, 
or based on other demo-
graphic factors as opposed 
to merit,” said Junius Wil-
liams ’14, an Upper Rep-
resentative and recently 
elected School Co-Presi-
dent.

“We think that having 
Co-Presidents will address 
the gender imbalance is-
sues because the co-can-
didates that are running 
will look to diversify and 
expand their constituent 
base and can do so best 

by choosing someone who 
appeals to a different base 
than they do—for example, 
a male and female pair will 
have influences across dif-
ferent spheres of campus 
life,” said Engel.

“You just need to look 
at the history of Student 
Council, and you’ll see 
exactly why we need this 
change. In the past, every 
single year in the election 
process, candidates have 
talked about how Student 
Council is ineffective and 
how they’re going to make 
it more effective, and this 
has been an issue for many, 
many years. Gender imbal-
ance has also been an issue 
for many years, and this 
structural change is how 
we are finally addressing 
[both of ] these issues,” she 
added.

Williams was the only 
member of the commit-
tee to vote against the 
proposal. Williams said 
that having Co-Presidents 
would remove a clearly 
identified, central student 
leader from the school. He 
was also worried that hav-
ing two Presidents would 
make it difficult to execute 
clear decisions.

With the three-person 
Executive Board, Williams 
believes that voices are not 
silenced and that having a 
single President does not 
translate into tyranny.

He added that disagree-
ments between the Co-
Presidents might cause 
rifts in Student Council. 
“It could be the case that 
this doesn’t happen, but 
it’s often the case that it 
does. The worst case sce-
nario would be that Stu-
dent Council could face 
a crisis in legitimacy and 
order.”

Williams also said that 
he was concerned that if 
passed, the change would 
go into effect too soon, 
without allowing enough 
time for the student body 
to weigh in and provide 
feedback.

Student Council cur-
rently consists of 15 mem-
bers: the three Executive 
Board members, five Se-
nior Cluster Representa-
tives, three Uppers Reps, 
two Lower Reps, and two 
Juniors Reps,

“[We will] then also 
look into redesigning the 
rest of the council’s struc-
ture as well... As far as 
what we as a committee 
will be doing [after Student 
Council’s vote on the pro-
posal], it depends on what 
ends up happening with 
this decision. You have to 
take it one step at a time,” 
said Tessa Peterson ’15, 
former Junior Rep and a 
member of the committee.

In their discussions 
about how to improve the 
effectiveness of Student 
Council, Engel said that the 
committee also considered 
maintaining the current 
structure of Student Coun-
cil, as well as conducting 
ticket-based elections, in 
which one student would 
run for School President 
and appoint his or her own 
Vice President and Execu-
tive Secretary during the 
campaign process.

However, Peterson said, 
“[The ticket system] is still 
a tiered system, it doesn’t 
solve the problem of gen-
der imbalance.”

“If the President is ap-
pointing, there’s still the 
worry that females won’t 
go for the top role, though 
they may be appointed. If 
the top role is [filled by] 
a male candidate and he 
chooses two females as his 
Vice President and Execu-
tive Secretary, the male’s 
still at the top, so that 
doesn’t solve the [gender] 
imbalance in the top lead-
ership roles,” said Engel.

The Student Council 
Review Committee con-
sists of Kaul, Engel, Wil-
liams, Tessa Peterson ’15, 
Samuel Green ’13, Editor 
in Chief of The Phillipian, 
Jennifer Elliott, Dean of 
Abbot Cluster, Frank Tip-
ton, Dean of West Quad 
North Cluster, Fernando 
Alonso, Advisor to Student 
Council, and Paul Murphy, 
Dean of Students. Becky 
Sykes, Associate Head of 
School, is an ex-officio 
member of the committee.

The full roll call and 
adopted proposal can be 
viewed online at phillipian.
net.
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Student Council Votes 

To Switch to Co-Presidential Model

STAFF REPORTBuilding on his 30 years 
of experience in Andover 
admissions, Jim Ventre ’79, 
Interim Dean of Admis-
sion and Director of Finan-
cial Aid, was appointed as 
Andover’s new permanent 
Dean of Admission during 
the last week of January. 
Ventre will also retain the 
position of Director of Fi-
nancial Aid.

Ventre will succeed 
Jane Fried, former Dean 
of Admission, after serving 
as Interim Dean of Admis-
sion during the 2012-2013 
school year. Fried left An-
dover last spring to be-
come Head of the Brearley 
School in New York City, 
according to a previous ar-
ticle in The Phillipian. 

“I applied for this posi-
tion because of my loyalty 
to the school. As an alum 
and longtime member of 
the faculty, I feel a deep 
connection to the Andover 
experience which moti-
vates me daily,” said Ven-
tre.

“I had spent a number 
of years traveling on An-
dover’s behalf to recruit 
talented ‘youth from every 
quarter,’ and I was excited 
to step into this impor-
tant leadership role at the 
school,” added Ventre. 

Though Ventre’s posi-
tions of Dean of Admission 
and Director of Financial 
Aid shared a focus on com-
munication with prospec-
tive families, they differ 
slightly in the way he en-
gages with prospective 
students and their fami-
lies.

“My role in financial 
aid has been highly rela-
tionship oriented. I enjoy 
connecting with current 
and prospective families 
on a personal level to en-
sure that their experience 
here at Andover is a great 
one,” said Ventre.

“When I meet with 
families [as Director of 
Financial Aid], I focus 
the conversation on the 
strength of the Andover 
experience and how their 
student will contribute to 
the community,” said Ven-
tre.

“In my role as Dean 
[of Admission], I engage 
newcomers and embrace 
cultural differences while 
endorsing the excitement 
that traditional boarding 
school families bring to 
our community,” he added.

Ventre hopes to con-
tinue Andover’s legacy of 
innovation and research-
driven enrollment strate-
gies.

“I am always interest-
ed in looking at new ways 
to collect, analyze and 
use data to improve our 
processes and decisions. 
Shifting demographics and 
budget pressures demand 
that we continuously re-
view and evaluate our sys-
tems and performance,” 
said Ventre.

According to Ventre, 
the Admissions Office’s 
greatest strength is its 
drive to improve its pro-
cesses to benefit prospec-
tive students and their 
families. Ventre also be-
lieves that collaboration 
has been crucial to the suc-
cess the Admission Office 
has experienced. 

“The success of admis-
sions at Andover requires 
the commitment of the en-
tire community, and I am 
pleased to recognize my 
colleagues in the commu-
nity for their unwavering 
support throughout our 
admission season,” Ventre 
said.

With these ideas in 
mind, Ventre is constantly 
concerned with the pro-
spective Andover student’s 
experience.

“[Team Shuman] must 
meet our enrollment tar-
gets without compromise 
and at the same time sup-
port the faculty and the 
program by admitting stu-
dents who have the most to 
offer and the most to gain 
from the Andover experi-
ence,” said Ventre.

As Director of Finan-
cial Aid, Ventre oversaw 
Andover’s transition to be-
come need-blind in 2008, 
in the midst of the finan-
cial crisis. 

“I am quite pleased to 
report that during the eco-
nomic crisis, no return-
ing student who qualified 
for financial aid departed 
from Phillips Academy be-
cause of financial reasons… 
It was an honor and a priv-
ilege to serve Andover as 
Director of Financial Aid 
during these challenging 
times,” Ventre said.

Ventre is also an aca-
demic advisor and a mem-
ber of the Senior Admin-
istrative Council, as well 
as other committees. Ad-
ditionally, he frequently 
speaks at national confer-
ences on Andover’s ap-
proach to research-based 
enrollment and financial 
aid management, accord-
ing to Ventre.

The search for a new 
Dean of Admission com-
menced in October 2012, 
according to a previous ar-
ticle in The Phillipian. 

The search committee, 
created by Head of School 
John Palfrey, comprised 
of faculty members repre-
senting an array of differ-
ent departments around 
campus, which included 
Palfrey, Stephanie Curci, 
Instructor in English, Lin-
da Griffith, Dean of Com-
munity and Multicultural 
Development (CAMD), 
Victor Henningsen ’69, In-
structor in History, Nancy 
Jeton, Special Assistant to 
the Head of School, and 
Tracy Sweet, Director of 
Communications, accord-
ing to the previous article. 

The process consisted 
of an initial interview with 
the search committee, in 
which three finalists were 
selected for a full day of 
interviews with faculty 
members and administra-
tors, according to the past 
article. 

Jim Ventre to Continue as Director of Admission

By CHRIS LI

E.AVVAKUMOVA/ THE PHILLIPIAN

Ventre has worked as Director of Financial Aid.

As Nemo buried the 
Andover campus in snow 
last weekend, school offi-
cials organized travel pro-
cedures, food options and 
snow cleanup.

The record-breaking 
storm started midday on 
Friday and continued un-
til late Sunday. It covered 
New England in more than 
30 inches of snow, leaving 
more than 400,000 people 
in Massachusetts with-
out power, according to 
The Weather Channel. It 
shattered storm records 
in Maine and was the fifth 
highest recorded snowfall 
in Boston. 

The storm coincided 
with Andover’s Mid-
Winter Holiday, which 
complicated both car and 
plane travel plans for 
many students. More than 
6,600 f lights were can-
celled in New England, 
with 650 cancelled from 
Boston’s Logan Airport, 
according to AVweb.com, 
an aviation news source. 
For the first time since 
1978, Massachusetts in-
stituted a travel ban, pre-
venting all driving after 4 
p.m. on Friday in the state 
of Massachusetts, accord-
ing to “USA Today.”

On Thursday after-
noon, Paul Murphy, Dean 
of Students, informed 
the community that stu-
dents would be allowed 
to leave campus early and 
miss classes in order to 
reach home safely with-
out travel difficulties. The 
Dean of Studies’ Office 
issued Dean’s Excuses so 
students could leave on 
Thursday night or early 
Friday morning to reach 
their destinations, even 
if it meant missing all of 
their classes on Friday. 

This was the first time the 
school has ever allowed 
students to leave campus 
early, according to Mur-
phy. 

“With the long week-
end coming up, we were 
beginning to get requests 
from parents for their kids 
to leave early, and just be-
cause of the long week-
end, we got the sense that 
if they didn’t leave early, 
they wouldn’t be able to 
go home at all,” Murphy 
said.

“People had been plan-
ning to be away, to get 
some rest and relaxation 
away from campus, and 
it seemed really tough to 
think that they were go-
ing to be stuck here if they 
didn’t need to be,” contin-
ued Murphy. 

Final sign-in was at 7 
p.m. on Friday instead of 
the usual 10 p.m. in order 
to ensure that students 
were indoors before peak 
blizzard conditions.

“The Dean of Students 
required a 7 p.m. sign-in 
to allow time for students 
to return from Paresky 
and to ensure they were 
safely inside dormitories 
by the time the heaviest 
of snow and wind began,” 
said Maureen Ferris, Di-
rector of Risk Manage-
ment, in an e-mail to The 
Phillipian.

Only two buildings lost 
heat on campus, Alumni 
House and the Andover 
Inn. Both lost heat on Sat-
urday morning and were 
fixed by noon that day, ac-
cording to Larry Muench, 
Director of Facilities.

“We did not lose cam-
pus power, which was 
pleasantly surprising to 
me.  With the high wind 
forecasted, we planned for 
a loss of power and were 
ready to respond to that 

condition,” Muench said 
in an e-mail to The Phil-
lipian.

Because of the 4 p.m. 
travel ban, 18 staff mem-
bers stayed in Paresky 
Commons overnight on 
Friday to serve dinner 
that night and brunch 
on Saturday. “Either the 
employees would leave 
at three, or they were go-
ing to stay the night, and 
we’re lucky enough that 
enough people were will-
ing to stay away from their 
families for the night to 
feed us,” said Murphy.

Classes continued 
as scheduled on Friday, 
though day students were 
encouraged to stay at 
home should driving con-
ditions become unsafe, 
said Murphy. 

All activities on Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday, in-
cluding a Loop trip, a Bos-
ton trip, a forum on Divest 
Andover, a conference on 
corporate social respon-
sibility and movie screen-

ings, were cancelled, ac-
cording to an e-mail to 
students from Chris Ca-
pano, Director of Student 
Activities.

As in most instances 
of severe weather, Ando-
ver assembled its “Storm 
Team,” which includes 
Ferris, Muench and Mur-
phy, as well as Becky 
Sykes, Associate Head of 
School, Temba Maqube-
la, Dean of Faculty, John 
Rogers, Dean of Studies, 
Leann Bennett, Direc-
tor of Human Resources, 
Thomas Conlon, Director 
of Public Safety, and Dom-
inic Veneto, Director of 
Information Technology.

“We [on the Storm 
Team] discuss issues such 
as safety of travel, plan-
ning for power outages, 
meal service [and] clear-
ing of campus paths and 
roadways,” said Ferris.

Nemo is the second 
major storm to hit Ando-
ver this school year, after 
tropical superstorm Sandy 

hit during Parents’ Week-
end in October. Sandy’s 
wind and rain hit the east 
coast, especially New York 
and New England, accord-
ing to a previous article in 
The Phillipian. 

“The ability to predict 
what will happen has im-
proved, so therefore we 
are able to make some 
plans ahead of time...
That’s been a change in 
the last five years,” Mur-
phy said.

During Sandy, the 
school imposed a 6 p.m. 
sign-in for students on 
Sunday to prevent them 
from entering the storm, 
similar to the sign-in re-
striction for Nemo. Pro-
tocol for Nemo was the 
same as it was for Sandy 
and involved coordinating 
with OPP for cleanup, said 
Murphy. 

 

Winter Storm Nemo Hits Campus with Over 30 Inches of Snow

By RANI IYER

Students dig their through the snow to class. 
E.AVVAKUMOVA/ THE PHILLIPIAN
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SPRING TERM IN REVIEW

Students eagerly anticipat-
ed warm weather, pastel-col-
ored shorts, ice-cream trucks 
and afternoons on the Great 
Lawn when they arrived on 
campus this spring.

During the first few weeks 
of this term, students elected 
Andover’s first pair of Stu-
dent Council Co- Presidents, 
Clark Perkins ’14 and Junius 
Williams ’14. They will suc-
ceed Hemang Kaul ’13 this 
coming fall.

Students also cheered 
along with the 36 members 
of the Class of 2014 who 
auditioned for the oppor-
tunity to “bleed blue” as the 
next class of Blue Key Heads 
(BKH’s). Grant Bitler ’14, 
Austin Gaiss ’14, Kasey Har-
tung ’14, Catherine Haseman 
’14, Cooper Hurley ’14, Dan-
iel Kim ’14, Marjorie Kozloff 
’14, Stephanie Nekoroski ’14, 
Adella Pierre ’14 and Matt 
Simon ’14 were chosen to be 
the class of 2014’s BKHs.

In addition, 402 newly ad-
mitted students watched the 
BKH auditions during the 

annual Spring Visit program 
hosted by the Admissions Of-
fice.

 The 236th admitted con-
tinued Andover’s trend of 
a strong yield rate, with 79 
percent of admitted students 
planning to matriculate in 
Fall 2013. 

After several weeks of de-
bate, commentary articles 
in The Phillipian, a heated 
Co-President election, and 
the publication of both a 
“New York Times” article 
and a “Huffington Post” ar-
ticle, 12 Seniors also created 
a website titled, “Feminism 
is Equality.” The website 
was created to address com-
mon misconceptions about 
the feminism movement and 
the gender norms at Ando-
ver. move up below the elec-
tion—because that’s where 
the debate came from. 

The Girls Leadership Proj-
ect also hosted a discussion-
based sleepover made up of 
40 Lowers and Seniors in the 
School Room of the Abbot 
Hall to talk about women’s 
leadership at Andover.

As the world struggled 
to comprehend the Boston 

Marathon bombings, An-
dover Students and Faculty 
tried to respond as best they 
could. In the wake of the 
tragedy, the track team wore 
blue and yellow to a practice, 
there was a quiet period of 
reflection in the chapel and 
two students completed a 
tag-team marathon.

As part of their 43rd annu-
al celebration of Earth Week, 
Film Director, Lucy Walker, 
was invited to campus to 
discuss the impact her docu-
mentary film titled “Waste 
Land” had in promoting pos-
itive social and environmen-
tal changes in both the film 
industry and environmental 
circles. 

With flashing purple spot-
lights and roaring applause, 
Andover students greeted 
NBC’s “the Sing-Off” win-
ners, the Pentatonix, who 
entertained the crowd with 
acapella covers of contem-
porary pop songs. The group 
consisted of Scott Hoy-
ing, Kirstie Maldonado and 
Mitch Grassi, as well as vocal 
bassist Avi Kaplan and beat 
boxer Kevin Olusola ’06.

 

Spring Term Features Discussion of Leadership 
And Gender with the Changing of Positions
By MADELEINE  

MAYHEW

On Monday, explo-
sions rocked the city of 
Boston when two bombs 
killed three and injured 
over 100 participants and 
spectators at the finish 
line of the annual Boston 
Marathon.

In wake of the trag-
edy, Head of School John 
Palfrey urged members of 
the Andover community 
to find strength and sup-
port in themselves and 
others.

“The thing I am focus-
ing on, during the wake 
of this tragedy, is the 
strength that I see around 
us all...That strength 
takes the form of each 
of you, our students, and 
our faculty and staff, put-
ting one foot in front of 
another and going about 
the important business 
of teaching and learning 
here on Andover Hill, un-
interrupted,” wrote Pal-
frey in an e-mail to the 
Andover community.

Students were not al-
lowed to travel to Boston 
that weekend due to on-
going safety concerns, ac-
cording to an e-mail from 
Paul Murphy, Dean of 
Students, to the student 
body.

Just 25 miles away, the 
tragedies in Boston af-
fected several members 
of the Andover communi-
ty. Two faculty members, 
Rachel Asher, Instructor 
in Spanish, and Susanne 
Torabi, International Stu-
dent Coordinator and Ad-
visor of Non-Sibi Society, 
were near the finish line 
when the bombs detonat-
ed. Neither were injured 
by the blasts.

Torabi, who has run in 
the Boston Marathon ev-
ery year since she quali-
fied in 1997, finished the 
race shortly before the 
first bomb detonated. She 
had just walked back to 
the finish line to retrieve 
her belongings when she 
felt the blast.

“It unfolded right in 
front of my eyes and ev-
eryone was heading to-
ward the finish line. I 
knew immediately that 
this was an attack and 
that this was bad, very 
bad. Then the second one 
detonated and it was all 
smokey and you couldn’t 
see anything. All our jaws 
dropped, people were in 
shock and there was the 
awkward moment of si-
lence and people were 
just trying to make sense 
of what happened. I felt 
the panic crawl up my 
body,” said Torabi.

Torabi immediately 
called her husband who 
was unhurt. Although 
the two were able to meet 
up shortly, the area was 
clogged with traffic in 
the chaos.

“Sitting in that traffic 
and seeing all the ambu-
lances come, I don’t know 
how I would have felt if 
I were right on the scene 
and seeing all the people 
falling. But I think of it 
and I can’t block it out, 
its been with me all week 
and I feel so sorry for all 
the harmed people and 
their families. This was 
like war, just terrible, and 
I have never experienced 
anything like this be-
fore,” said Torabi.

“I will give it time, but 
I also know how much 
[the marathon] has meant 
to me all these years 
and how it has given me 
strength. And because 
Boston has been this one 
goal that I have every 
year, to run this race and 
to prepare for it, it gives 
me that confidence that I 
can still do it. Its hard to 
imagine I will not come 
back because this hap-
pened, but I think I will 
give it a good thought 
and I do believe that tak-
ing this away from Bos-
ton and not showing the 
courage to come back will 
also be sad,” Torabi con-
tinued.

Torabi is planning to 
hold a fundraiser through 
Non-Sibi Society for the 
victims of the bombings 

in the near future, but she 
is still unsure of the logis-
tics.

Although Asher did 
not participate this year 
due to injury, the finish 
line on Boylston Street is 
meaningful for her as she 
has crossed it many times 
before. The first bomb 
went off just ten minutes 
after she left the finish 
line area, where she had 
been trying to meet up 
with fellow runners in 
the Boston Athletic As-
sociation (BAA), the team 
she normally runs with.

“I think what was hard 
for me was seeing on TV 
the unicorn symbol of the 
BAA amidst the smoke 
of the bomb and people’s 
body parts at the finish 
line of the marathon. I 
have run across the finish 
line so many times dur-
ing training runs and that 
place for me is a special 
place just like it is for all 
runners in Boston,” said 
Asher.

The city of Boston shut 
down cellphone service in 
the area in order to pre-
vent remote detonation of 
more bombs, according to 
the “Boston Globe”. Ash-
er mentioned her anxi-
ety as she was unable to 
reconnect with her many 
friends who were run-
ning.

“When all this hap-
pened on Monday I was 
trying to decide if the ex-
plosions made me want to 
run more next year or not 
run at all. But after think-
ing about it, and after 
hearing Obama say this 
morning that the mara-
thon will definitely take 
place next year, I will do 
my best to be at the start-
ing line and finish for all 
those people who couldn’t 
this year,” said Asher.

The brother of Andrea 
Yepez ’14, who was stand-
ing just ten feet away 
from the second bomb, 
suffered from second de-
gree burns, a shattered 
and ruptured eardrum 
and has shrapnel stuck 
in his leg. He underwent 
surgery on his leg on 
Tuesday and is now at 
home recovering.

According to Yepez, 
her family has gone to 
the Boston Marathon for 
the last few years, but she 
was unable to go this year 
due to school. Her broth-
er is a ninth grader at St. 
Johns Prep.

To honor the victims 
of the Boston Marathon 
explosions, Andover’s 
track team wore blue 
and yellow to practice on 
Wednesday, said Patrick 
Naughter ’13.

There was a quiet pe-
riod of reflection in the 
chapel the morning of 
April 19th at 7:30 a.m. 
about Monday’s events.

In honor of the victims 
of the bombing, Olivia 
LaMarche ’16 and Peyton 
McGovern ’16 ran a tag-
team marathon on April 
28th. They raised over 
$3,000 for the One Fund 
Boston. 

Boston Marathon Explosions 
Shock Andover Community

STAFF REPORT

After weeks of debate, 
commentary articles in 
The Phillipian and a heat-
ed election cycle, 12 Se-
niors created “Feminism 
is Equality,” a website to 
address common miscon-
ceptions about the femi-
nism movement and the 
gender norms at Andover.

Angela Batuure, 
Connie Cheng, MJ En-
gel, Gabbi Fisher, Maia 
Hirschler, Samuel Koff-
man, Jackie Murray, Ni-
cole Ng, Jing Qu, Mad-
eline Silva, Heather Zhou 
and Julie Zhou, all class 
of 2013, launched the 
website last Saturday.

The site is intended to 
foster discussion about 
gender across campus, 
challenge the idea of An-
dover as a meritocracy, 
increase female leader-
ship on campus and pre-
cipitate a cultural shift 
away from gender norms, 
according to the website.

“‘Feminism is Equal-
ity’ aims to raise aware-
ness about the implicit 
sexism that exists in our 
world and to challenge 
structural and institu-
tional barriers. We hope 
to promote the recogni-
tion that feminism means 
equality in opportunity 
and treatment, not to 
promote one gender or 
antagonize another,” 
feminismisequalit y.com 
states.

The site includes an 
“experiences” section 
for students, faculty and 
alumni to submit their 
own experiences with 

microaggressions or gen-
der norms. The experi-
ences submitted include 
overheard day-to-day 
comments.

“You’re a girl, and the 
teacher is a feminist, so 
it’s an easy six,” wrote 
one student.

Hoping to educate the 
greater school commu-
nity, the Seniors included 
vocabulary to frame the 
discussion, such as “mi-
croaggression” and “sex-
ism,” and resources for 
further reading on the 
topic on the website.

Feminism is Equality 
also started a group on 
Facebook, called “Femi-
nism at Andover,” open 
to all Andover students, 
to facilitate discussion 
throughout the Andover 
community.

The members of Femi-
nism is Equality started 
designing the website to-
wards the end of Winter 
Term, but they sped up 
the launch of the website 
after learning that “The 
New York Times” was 
writing an article about 
female leadership at An-
dover titled “School Vote 
Stirs Debate on Girls as 
Leaders.”

“We expected there to 
be a lot of criticism [af-
ter the article] because 
the reporter did touch on 
some sensitive subjects, 
but we didn’t expect peo-
ple to be more focused 
on the original writing 
of the article itself than 
of the message. I think, 
after that, there was a re-
ally big push to publish 
the website so that the fo-

cus could be brought back 
towards feminism and 
equality,” said Qu.

“I think the ‘New York 
Times’ article skewed the 
focus back on the elec-
tion, which is something 
we don’t really stress in 
the website. It’s much 
more about feminism it-
self, and it’s much more 
about microagression, 
everyday experiences and 
it really doesn’t touch on 
the 2013 Andover Presi-
dential Election,” Qu con-
tinued.

Microaggression de-
scribes the everyday inci-
dents of overt sexism that 
the population has grown 
so accustomed to that 
they are no longer viewed 
as sexist, according to the 
website. Social construc-
tionism is the formation 
of gender-specific roles 
and identities.

The creators are cur-
rently looking through 
the Andover and Ab-
bot Academy archives 
to gather ethnographic 
data about leadership and 
gender norms at Ando-
ver. “The aim of looking 
through the archives and 
putting stuff onto the re-
search tab is to show that 
these little day-to-day 
experiences are products 
of a bigger problem,” said 
Silva.

They hosted dis-
cussions with Allegra 
Asplundh-Smith ’04, 
the most recent female 
School President, and 
Kanyi Maqubela ’03, the 
2002-2003 School Presi-
dent, according to the 
website. In the future, 

the group will also post 
historical data and re-
search, host face-to-face 
discussions and reach 
out to underclassmen, ac-
cording to Engel.

The same group pre-
viously organized the 
“Sex, Gender and Race 
in Leadership” forum 
during Extended Period 
Week of Winter Term. 
The Feminism is Equal-
ity group will continue 
to work directly with the 
Girls’ Leadership Project 
(GLP) to help encourage 
younger girls to get in-
volved in leadership and 
enact a cultural shift to-
wards gender equality 
among younger female 
students, according to the 
members.

Though the commu-
nity response has been 
largely positive, the web-
site has received some 
negative responses, Fish-
er said.

“We’ve gotten a lot 
of praise in the form of 
e-mails from students, 
but we’ve also received a 
bit of the expected ‘you 
guys are just being naggy 
feminists’ feedback on an 
anonymous tumblr sub-
mission box where people 
can submit their experi-
ences with cultural or 
gender inequality at An-
dover,” said Fisher.

Fisher said, “We love 
this school, and we want 
to leave it a more equal 
place; no matter your 
gender, race or socioeco-
nomic status, we want to 
raise awareness to the 
fact that we do not live in 
a pure meritocracy.”

Qu said they will hold 
an “informal” selection 
process for those inter-
ested in continuing the 
site next year after the 
Seniors’ graduation.

Twelve Seniors Create Website To Promote 
Feminism and Equality on Campus

By RANI IYER

While Sallie Batchelor 
takes an extended ma-
ternity leave through the 
fall of 2014, Carl Bewig, 
former Director of Col-
lege Counseling at Ando-
ver, Anya Brunnick, who 
has worked in college 
counseling at Exeter and 
Lawrenceville, and Aya 
Murata, Cluster Dean in 
Pine Knoll and Advisor to 
Asian and Asian Ameri-
can Students, will join the 
college counseling team.

The three will start at 
the beginning of the 2013-
2014 school year. Batch-
elor will continue to work 
with students, primar-
ily her group of Uppers, 
through the end of this 
school year. Students will 
also have an opportunity 
to meet their new college 
counselors in May.

Murata will become a 
permanent college coun-
selor. Bewig and Brun-
nick will serve one-year 
positions as college coun-
selors.

Bewig and Murata will 
split Batchelor’s current 
students and each take 
half the group, about 25-

30 students. Brunnick 
will primarily begin to 
work with new Seniors, 
Post-Graduates and re-
turning students who 
were on leave or at School 
Year Abroad programs 
this year.

Sean Logan, Director 
of College Counseling, 
said that he decided to 
split the group because it 
would be difficult to find 
one qualified person to 
take all 50 of Batchelor’s 
students. He hopes this 
will allow the new coun-
selors to focus on getting 
to know their smaller 
groups.

“In terms of minimiz-
ing the disruption, to 
have three highly quali-
fied new counselors is 
probably the best-case 
scenario that I could have 
envisioned,” he said.

Bewig worked at An-
dover in College Coun-
seling for over 25 years 
and will return this year 
after retiring three years 
ago. Since retiring, he has 
continued to consult with 
various college counsel-
ing programs and helped 
do pro bono work, accord-

ing to an e-mail that Lo-
gan sent to the students 
who will work with Be-
wig in the fall.

Brunnick has worked 
in admissions at Middle-
bury College and in col-
lege counseling at both 
Exeter and Lawrencev-
ille.

Murata has worked at 
Andover for 20 years, but 
never in College Counsel-
ing. She spent her first six 
years at Andover in the 
Office of Admission and 
has worked as a house 
counselor as well as Ad-
visor to Asian and Asian 
American Students and 
Dean of Pine Knoll Clus-
ter.

Murata said that she 
was interested in the Col-
lege Counseling Office 
as a new way of interact-
ing with students, as she 
has worked in many other 
areas of student life. Af-
ter leaving her post as 
Cluster Dean this spring, 
Murata wanted to stay 
full-time at Andover, and 
said that she though col-
lege counseling would be 
an interesting new expe-
rience.

New College Counselors 
Appointed to Replace Batchelor

By EMMA MEHLMAN
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Patrick Farrell, Instructor 
and Chair in Mathematics, 
will become the next Dean 
of Faculty on July 1, succeed-
ing Temba Maqubela, who 
will assume his new position 
as Headmaster at The Groton 
School after this school year.

Head of School John Pal-
frey announced his selection 
to the community on Tues-
day, March 12.

The Dean of Faculty 
works with department heads 
to evaluate current faculty, 
hire new faculty and to over-
see faculty benefits, said Far-
rell. The position rotates every 
seven years.

Next year, the leadership 
structure will revert back to 
the traditional administra-
tive structure where both the 
Dean of Faculty and Dean of 
Studies report directly to Pal-
frey. During the tenure of for-
mer Head of School Barbara 
Chase, the Dean of Studies re-
ported to the Dean of Faculty.

According to a previ-
ous Phillipian article, Chase 
changed the reporting struc-
ture because she realized it 
would be difficult to manage 
the day-to-day academic pro-
gram and travel extensively.

Farrell and Trish Russell, 
incoming Dean of Studies, 
will work together to appoint 
a new math department chair 
with the guidance of Maqube-
la and John Rogers, current 
Dean of Studies. They hope 
to make the decision early in 
Spring Term, said Farrell.

Farrell has not developed 
any concrete plans for chang-
es in the Dean of Faculty Of-
fice yet.

“Where I am right now, 
taking on a position like this, 
is a little bit like a mechanic 
trying to diagnose a car before 
he’s picked up the hood and 
looked at the engine. So what 
I’ve learned in being Math 
Department Chair is that 
many times a view that you 
had from the other side of the 
desk changes when you get to 
this side of the desk,” said Far-
rell.

He does, however, hope to 
work with department heads 
to implement hiring policies 
used in the Math Depart-
ment. Currently, when math 
teaching fellows and full-time 
candidates visit, they are put 
in a class where students are 
doing group work to see how 
the candidates interact with 
the students.

“You get a much more 
honest feel for how that per-
son is. That’s what we really 
want. We want to see what 
the genuine person is like and 
to get them to step out of that 
interview mode and into the 
‘I wonder how I am going to 
handle this’ [mode],” said Far-
rell.

Farrell hopes to work with 
the department chairs to en-
sure that these types of inter-

actions factor into all hiring 
decisions.

Currently, Farrell teaches 
two sections of Math 590 and 
is Chair in Mathematics, in 
addition to coaching track and 
working as a House Counsel-
or in Johnson.

After eight years of co-
house counseling, Farrell and 
his wife, Karen Farrell, will 
move out of their home in 
Johnson Hall at the end of this 
year. Farrell, however, plans 
to continue to interact with 
students as much as possible.

“I enjoy [the contact that I 
have with students] immense-
ly. . . I will keep up teaching 
at least one course during 
my first year and I hope to 
be teaching maybe two sec-
tions after I get more knowl-
edge on the job. I would like 
to continue to be around on 
Wednesday nights for math 
team practices and as much 
as possible try to stay con-
nected with the students be-
cause in making decisions and 
evaluating faculty and hiring 
new faculty, the students are 
always going to be first in my 
mind,” said Farrell.

As Dean of Faculty, 
Maqubela helped found pro-
grams such as the Acceler-
ate, Challenge, Enrich (ACE) 
summer program in Colo-
rado, and the BASK in ASK 
program that will launch this 
summer in China.

After working this year 
with Allen Scheier, Visiting 
Scholar in Mathematics from 
Lawrence High School, and 
focusing on issues of “access 
to success,” Farrell would 
like to continue the connec-
tion between Andover and 
Lawrence, possibly through a 
teacher exchange.

“I will say that I have a 
great deal of interest in math 

and science education in ur-
ban areas. If we leave out 
students [from math and 
science education] in strug-
gling schools in urban areas 
and also in rural high schools 
where they might not have 
the same opportunities in 
math and science, we’re basi-
cally losing out on a signifi-
cant portion of our talent in 
those areas, and I don’t think 
that as a nation we can any 
longer afford to do that,” said 
Farrell.

The position was open to 
all faculty members as well 
as outside candidates. Can-
didates were nominated by 
themselves or by other faculty 
members.

After meeting with all of 
the nominees, Palfrey nar-
rowed the applicant pool 
down to six finalists. Each of 
the six finalists wrote a state-
ment which, along with their 
resume, was posted online 
for faculty to review and give 
input. Palfrey interviewed 
the six candidates twice and 
chose Farrell from the final 
pool.

Farrell to Succeed Maqubela as Dean of Faculty

By EMMA MEHLMAN

Z.GALLAGHER/ THE PHILLIPIAN

Patrick Farrell

After three rounds of 
voting, a flurry of Letters to 
the Editor, a final debate at 
All-School Meeting and 874 
counted ballots, Clark Per-
kins ’14 and Junius Williams 
’14 became the first School 
Co-Presidents at Andover.

The results of the Co-
Presidential race for the 
2013-2014 school year were 
released to the Andover 
community via e-mail from 
Hemang Kaul ’13, current 
School President, and posted 
on The Phillipian’s website.

Farris Peale ’14 and Ben 
Yi ’14 comprised the runner-
up pair. Unlike the runner-
ups of previous years, they 
will not serve on Student 
Council next year, according 
to the recently rewritten Stu-
dent Council Constitution.

The final round of voting 
opened on Wednesday after 
All-School Meeting (ASM), 
during which the two fi-
nal pairs debated questions 
posed by Rolando Bonachea 
’13, Vice President of Student 
Council, and MJ Engel ’13, 
Executive Secretary of Stu-
dent Council. Voting closed 
at 10:30 p.m. that night and 
both candidate pairs received 
calls from Kaul revealing the 
results.

“We will address [more] 
matters as a team. With the 
thought process that two 
minds are better than one, 
we believe that together we 
will more efficiently and ef-
fectively achieve meaningful 
progress on Student Coun-

cil,” wrote Perkins in an e-
mail to The Phillipian.

“Clark and I plan to bring 
efficiency and meaningful 
discourse to Student Council. 
This year’s Co-Presidential 
job description encompasses 
a range of functions. We will 
not only liaise between stu-
dents and administrators, but 
will also work with faculty 
and staff. Moreover, our role 
will be to represent the Acad-
emy at public events,” wrote 
Williams in an e-mail to The 
Phillipian.

Williams said the first 
item on their agenda will be 
rewriting the Student Coun-
cil Constitution. Other plans 
in Perkins and William’s 
platform includes BluePrint, 
a wireless printing initiative, 
abolishing 8:00 p.m. sign-in 
for Uppers, athletics integra-
tion into the administrations 
office, an online club search 
and an online Textbook mar-
ketplace.

“Before we actually begin 
tackling our platform ideas, 
we need to rewrite the Stu-
dent Council Constitution. 
The review committee has 
worked extensively on estab-
lishing the new co-presiden-
tial model, but now we need 
to enact other structural 
changes,” wrote Williams.

“The challenge will be to 
establish a sustainable, long-
term structure. The Co-Pres-
idential reform is only the 
first step; we need to redefine 
and restructure the roles of 
Class Representatives and 
cabinet positions. We need 
to establish definite and con-

crete mechanisms for student 
to administration discourse,” 
Williams continued.

Perkins and Williams will 
decide on cabinet positions 
after rewriting the constitu-
tion.

“We hope to create both 
clerical and communications 
positions. There are various 
tasks which will need to be 
accomplished, namely the 
recording of minutes, the 
managing of archives, the 
publication and codification 
of official Student Council 
opinions and the dissemina-
tion of Student Council docu-
ments and publications to the 
public,” wrote Perkins.

Perkins wrote, “We look 
forward to working with Mr. 
Palfrey, Mrs. Sykes, Mr. Mur-
phy and many others in a pro-
fessional setting. Having real, 
meaningful discussions on 

policy and reform will bring 
us great joy.”

Peale and Yi’s ideas in-
cluded a later start time, a 
promotion of inter-cluster 
competition, longer library 
hours on Friday and Satur-
day, online votes on Paresky 
Commons food, the reinstal-
lation of Andover Ask Forum 
and online grades and com-
ments.

“I hope [the co-presiden-
cy] works,” said Kaul. “I’m 
excited to see what Clark and 
Junius will do in the coming 
year. Im proud of all of the 
candidates, and very thank-
ful to those who participated.
Student Council is in good 
hands. I think that this elec-
tion cycle has shown us how 
much students want to en-
gage in these matters now 
and in the future.”

Perkins and Williams Become First Co-Presidents

By MADELEINE 
MAYHEW

S.DIEKEMA/ THE PHILLIPIAN

Perkins and Williams celebrate after the election.

Sal Khan, Founder of 
Khan Academy, and other 
members of Kahn’s team 
visited campus to discuss 
the possibility of an Ando-
ver-Khan Academy collabo-
ration during the faculty 
meeting on Thursday, May 
9.

Khan and other team 
members met with a Math 
590 class, a Chemistry 550 
class and other students 
throughout the day to gain 
feedback on the content of 
his website and ideas for im-
provement. Two Math 590 
sections are now creating 
problems and videos to be 
posted on the Kahn Acad-
emy website as part of its 
online Advanced Placement 
(AP) Calculus course.

“I think there is some 
real meaningful potential in 
working with Andover stu-
dents and faculty in helping 
Khan Academy grow to be-
come an even better source 
of learning,” said Khan.

“What you are going to 
see over the next years is a 
lot more content, and more 
advanced content hope-
fully. Our team is working 
to further develop the inter-
active part of [the website], 
like quizzes and exercises 
for students to do. We are 
hoping Andover could help 
us achieve this goal,” said 
Khan.

In response to Khan’s 
visit, both students and 
faculty are starting various 
projects to contribute to 
Khan Academy’s commit-
ment to providing free and 
high quality education for 
everyone around the world.

Patrick Farrell, Instruc-
tor and Chair in Math-
ematics, Daniel Schneider, 
Instructor in Mathematics, 
and Kevin Cardozo, In-
structor in Chemistry, are 
working with their classes 
to create practice problems 
and videos for Khan Acad-
emy.

Farrell and Schneider’s 
Math 590 classes will also 
write exercise questions 
and make lecture videos. 
Students will each write two 
problems and bring them to 
every class period until the 
end of the 2012-2013 school 
year. Farrell and Schnei-
der will collect and edit the 
problems before submitting 
them to Khan Academy.

“In order to write these 
questions, students have to 
really understand the mate-
rial much deeper than they 
have had to when simply 
answering problems… So 
hopefully this activity will 
strengthen [students’] un-
derstanding of calculus,” 
Farrell said.

“The biggest thing I 
hope [students] will take 
away from this project is 

[an] understanding of what 
Phillips Academy means 
when saying we are ‘a pri-
vate school with a public 
purpose.’ I hope they will 
reflect on how lucky they 
are to be at a place with this 
level of education and re-
sources,” he continued.

Cardozo is working with 
his AP Chemistry class 
to create videos for Khan 
Academy. Although stu-
dents will not actually post 
the tutorials they created on 
the website due to time con-
straints, Cardozo hopes this 
year’s work will set a foun-
dation for the next year’s 
students to create videos of 
even higher quality.

Jisoo Chung ’14, an Up-
per from South Korea and a 
student in a Math 590 class, 
decided to make a tutorial 
video for Khan Academy in 
Korean.

“My partner Peter 
Bensen [’14] and I wanted 
to make videos in Korean 
because there are already 
calculus videos in English, 
and Khan Academy is actu-
ally trying to go global by 
making videos in different 
languages,” she said.

“I am really excited to 
participate in this project. 
By its nature, [the project] 
is very non sibi and I’m re-
ally glad that what we’ve 
learned this year can be 
beneficial to people outside 
our school,” she continued.

Khan Academy, found-
ed in 2006, is a non-profit 
educational website that 
provides over 4,000 free 
video lectures for people 
all around the world. Khan 
initially began with online 
lectures on mathematics, 
but has since expanded to 
include various other sub-
jects such as chemistry, eco-
nomics and the humanities.

Khan Academy is also 
working to further person-
alize the learning process by 
creating a diagnostic assess-
ment system for students to 
track their own progress. 
They hope that the online 
lectures will allow students 

to learn based on their own 
skill level instead of being 
forced to move onto a new 
topic without a complete 
understanding of the previ-
ous material.

“Students wouldn’t have 
to be separated by their skill 
level anymore, or even by 
age. It will also be possible 
to have multiple teachers in 
the same room with a larger 
group of students, so that 
different teachers could play 
to their unique strengths. 
In all, [online videos] will 
allow for less rigid learning 
environment,” Khan said.

Khan believes that the 
video lectures on the Khan 
Academy website, although 
currently primarily used as 
a supplementary learning 
tool, could be incorporated 
into the core curriculum 
of classroom teaching. He 
hopes that the lectures will 
promote a reverse class-
room setting where stu-
dents learn from the videos 
at home and go to class to 
interact with the teacher.

“I think there is a huge 
value in a classroom set-
ting when lectures are not 
the focal point. If lectures, 
exercises and adaptive as-
sessments can happen at 
home, that frees up the 
classroom environment to 
become more of an interac-
tive space. Students could 
work together in groups or 
have one-on-one time with 
the teacher,” said Khan.

He said that contrary to 
some people’s concern that 
Khan Academy’s videos are 
replacing human interac-
tion at school, his team is in 
fact trying to facilitate com-
munication amongst the 
students as well as with the 
teacher.

Khan decided to visit 
Andover after numerous 
Andover trustees shared 
with him that Head of 
School John Palfrey is in-
terested in exploring inno-
vative ideas regarding tech-
nology and education.

Students Collaborate With Khan Academy

By EJ KIM

E.AVVAKUMOVA/ THE PHILLIPIAN
Sal Khan spoke to students and faculty during visit.

Faculty voted in favor 
of proposals revising end-
of-term major assignment 
scheduling and procedures 
to resolve conflicting ma-
jor assignments at a faculty 
meeting on April 29.

Beginning in the fall of 
2013, each class will be limit-
ed to two major assignments 
in the final three weeks 
of the term including Ex-
tended Period Week (EPW) 
and only one major assign-
ment per week throughout 
the entire term. In addition, 
students will now only be 
expected to take two ma-
jor assignments per day, but 
will have to e-mail all three 
teachers and their house 
counselor or advisor to have 
conflicting assignments 
moved.

“If you look at the cur-
rent rules that govern as-
signments in the final three 
weeks of the term, includ-
ing assessment week, it’s 
really long and complicated 
and students and teachers 
are often confused by it. It’s 
very specific and it restrains 
assignments in a way that 
unintentionally makes the 
problem worse,” said John 
Rogers, Dean of Studies.

Rogers said that the 
change will help distribute 
assignments for students 
more evenly during the last 
three weeks of term. Under 
the current system, penul-
timate week and EPW are 
heavily weighted with major 
assignments—assessments 
for Juniors, Lowers and Up-
pers and term papers and 
projects for Seniors.

The second provision 
of the new proposal dic-
tates that no class may have 
more than one major assign-
ment due in any given week 
throughout the duration of 
the term, including EPW. 
Rogers defined a major as-
signment as a test, paper or 
project that requires two or 
more nights’ worth of prepa-
ration. Rogers said that the 
goal of this guideline is to 
ensure that a student has a 
weekend to prepare for ev-
ery major assignment.

The faculty also intro-
duced a new policy to resolve 
conflicts regarding multiple 
major assignments on one 
day. Under the new policy, 
students are expected to be 
prepared for up to two ma-
jor assignments on any given 
day, instead of the current 
three. Students with more 
than two are now required 
to contact the teacher 24 
hours in advance, though 

late requests may still be 
honored at the discretion of 
the teacher.

Students must also e-
mail all three teachers that 
have given conflicting major 
assignments and copy his 
or her counselor or advisor. 
The e-mail should explain 
the three conflicting major 
assignment as well as speci-
fy which assignment the stu-
dent wishes to move.

Rogers said that this 
would increase clarity and 
honesty between students 
and teachers. “It would take 
the burden off the student to 
negotiate with the teachers,” 
added Rogers.

Rogers indicated that the 
e-mail process will also help 
the faculty keep tabs on how 
often students are presented 
with three or more assign-
ments due on the same day.

“I think this will help 
the situation where students 
plan ahead, but just have too 
many things due on any giv-
en day. This system supports 
students who are planning 
well,” said Trish Russell, 
Interim West Quad South 
Cluster Dean, who will as-
sume the position of Dean 
of Studies after John Rogers 
finishes his term this year.

Faculty agreed that, in 
terms of rescheduling as-
signments, non-proctored 
assignments, such as papers, 
should be moved in prefer-
ence to tests and projects in 
order to lessen the degree of 
inconvenience.

The current end-of-term 
rules were added seven 
years ago. Rogers said that 
an update was in order. “I 
figured it was time to make 
a policy change instead of 
constantly making excep-
tions,” said Rogers.

After hearing complaints 
and observing problems, 
Rogers drafted the propos-
als and introduced them 
to the Academic Council, 
which consists of depart-
ment and division chairs. 
The Academic Council, af-
ter input from individual 
departments, presented the 
finished proposal to the fac-
ulty.

Rogers decided to ad-
dress the issues now because 
his Dean of Studies term 
ends at the conclusion of this 
school year. “This is my last 
year as Dean of Studies and 
there were a bunch of un-
solved items that are largely 
logistical. I thought it would 
be good to clear the decks for 
Ms. Russell when she comes 
in as the next Dean of Stud-
ies.”

Faculty Revise Major 
Assignment Scheduling Policies

By PHOEBE GOULD
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“The memories of such 
a special place will live 
on,” said Kathleen Pryde, 
Instructor in Physics.

This June will mark 
the end of her 19th year 
of teaching at Andover, 
where she has served as 
Instructor and Chair in 
Physics, House Counselor 
in both Junior and upper-
classmen dorms and the 
faculty advisor to the Ro-
botics club.

“First, it is a true com-
munity, where every-
one belongs.  Walking 
around campus, eating in 
[Paresky] Commons, go-
ing to a game, going back 
to the dorm—it all feels 
like home, because it is.  
Second, it is a community 
of intelligent people who 
enjoy learning.  I will miss 
both aspects of PA next 
year,” said Pryde.

Following Commence-
ment, Pryde will retire to 
her home in Washington 
where she looks forward 
to finding a part time job 
and relaxing.

“I [also] hope to take 
some classes, history and 
dance are the first on 
my list, play music, read, 
spend time with friends 
and family and do a lot 
of walking by the water,” 
added Pryde.

As Pryde’s time at An-
dover comes to an end, 
she reflects on what she’ll 
miss most about Andover: 
teaching.

“The students in my 
classes brought a variety 
of skills and interest to the 
study of physics.  What 
they all brought, however, 
was energy and enthusi-
asm that made going to 
class every day fun and 
rewarding. That, I will 
miss,” said Pryde.

Her colleague, Clyfe 
Beckwith, Instructor in 
Physics, said, “Every so 
often one has the pleasure 
of meeting a person that 
affects change by their 
thoughtful, caring, atten-
tive manner.  Mrs. Pryde 
has influenced hundreds 
of colleagues and thou-
sands of students by being 

a leading role model as a 
moral GPS, as a respect-
ed diplomat who reads 
pressure systems in so-
ciety as well as she does 
on a weather map, and as 
a nurturer of those who 
could benefit from atten-
tion.” 

Pryde came to Ando-
ver in 1994 after graduat-
ing from the University 
of Washington where she 
studied physics. In her 
nearly two decades here, 
she has seen many chang-
es on campus. 

Pryde fondly recount-
ed an anecdote from her 
time as house counselor 
during the transition peri-
od when students started 
to use cell phones back in 
the 1990s.

“Fewer students were 
wearing analog watches.  
When I asked Nathan 
Hale girls to sign-in on 
Saturday night using the 
time on my analog clock, 

many girls kind of knew 
how to read it but were 
not experts. I insisted that 
they read the time on it 
instead of looking at their 
phones,” said Pryde.

“It was a fun challenge 
for them and fun for me 
to watch them squirm.  
Eventually, I gave up, as 
most of the girls arrived at 
PA without this skill,” she 
added.

Beckwith said, “Mrs. 
Pryde fosters an environ-
ment of collaboration and 
exploration, shedding 
light on issues that need 
discussion, all done in 
her typical calm, steady, 
light-hearted way—just 
like a light houses would 
do, where she has spent 
numerous vacation days.  
What I will miss most in 
our day-to-day encounters 
is her ability to make me 
smile.”

DEPARTING FACULTY
Sunday, June 9, 2013 T h e  P h i l l i p i a n NEWS A9

After teaching for 38 
years, 32 of which were at 
Andover, Victor Henningsen 
’69 will leave his desk in the 
basement of Samuel Phillips 
Hall for his farmhouse in the 
foothills of Vermont.

After his time as a student 
here, Henningsen returned to 
Andover to teach in 1974.

Henningsen has served as 
a College Counselor, Cluster 
Dean, House Counselor in 
both girls and boys’ dorms, 
director of the outdoor pro-
gram and Chair in the His-
tory Department.

Henningsen has taught 
History 100, 200 and 300 as 
well as an advanced research 
seminar for Seniors called 
“The Founders and Their 
World” about the United 
States in the 1970s. He has 
also supervised indepen-
dent projects undertaken by 
Seniors with specialized re-
search interests, according to 
the Andover website.

In the next chapter of his 
life, Henningsen plans to con-
tinue to commentate for Ver-
mont Public Radio, do volun-
teer work, spend more time 
in the mountains and poten-
tially publish his writing.

“Historians never really 
retire. I’ve never published 
anything because I’ve been so 
busy preparing class, grading 
and writing comments, re-
ports and recommendations. 

Without that stuff, maybe I’ll 
do some serious writing of 
my own. I’m not holding my 
breath, but it’s nice to imag-
ine,” Henningsen wrote in an 
e-mail to The Phillipian. 

Though Henningsen 
looks forward to what lies 
ahead, he will miss the rigor 
and discipline of teaching.

“I will miss the annual 
three-ring circus that is An-
dover’s school year. Unpre-
dictability as a way of life is 
enlivening. For every class I 
teach, I actually live through 
three:  the one I plan, the one 
I actually teach and the one 
that, in retrospect, I should 
have taught, or wished I had 
taught,” Henningsen wrote.

“As I prepare class on a 
particular topic, I keep think-
ing that, this time, I’ll finally 
figure out how to do it right, 
how to nail it. That’s never 
happened, but the effort has 
been fulfilling. There are 
worse ways to spend a life,” 
Henningsen continued.

Henningsen said the only 
part of the Andover experi-
ence that he will not miss is 
grading. “As historian David 
McCullough says, teachers 
should be first-class encour-
agers, not first-class judges,” 
he wrote.

Throughout his time at 
Andover, Henningsen’s most 
memorable teaching experi-
ences have been seeing what 
his students take away from 
his classes.

“I am more interested in 
what my students make of 
their experience.  Every so of-
ten alums say, ‘You taught me 
to write’ or ‘I majored in His-
tory because of you.’ That’s 
what I remember,” he wrote 
in an e-mail to The Phillipian.

Tony Rotundo, Instruc-
tor in History, wrote in an 
e-mail to The Phillipian, “Vic 
Henningsen sets such a high 
standard of teaching for the 
rest of us to aspire to!  He 
loves his subject, he’s devoted 
to his students, he’s very, very 
smart, and he’s a master of the 
craft of teaching.  He’s also an 
immensely shrewd analyst 
of how the school works.  As 
a Department Chair, he was 
responsible for a major, in-
novative reshaping of the 
History curriculum. And he 
knows more about the his-
tory of Phillips Academy than 
the rest of the faculty put to-
gether. I’ll be sorry to see him 
walk out that door.”

Henningsen has held re-
search fellowships with the 
Massachusetts Historical So-
ciety (2006) and the Thomas 
Jefferson Foundation at 
Monticello (2010), and he has 
worked with the National En-
dowment for the Humanities 
and the Massachusetts His-
torical Society, developing an 
online course on the Ameri-
can Revolution, according to 
the Andover website.

He has also held numer-
ous administrative positions 
throughout his time at Ando-
ver, even serving as Assistant 
Head of School under former 
Head of School Ted Sizer and 
leading the search commit-
tee that found former Head of 
School Barbara Chase, but he 
says he much prefers teach-
ing. “The most important 
work at Andover occurs in the 
classroom; the most coveted 
title is ‘instructor,’” he wrote.

Christopher Shaw, In-
structor and Chair of History 
and Social Sciences, said “At 
the core of his vocation, how-
ever, is teaching. What seems 
to some a gruff impatience 
masks Henningsen’s com-
plete dedication to eliciting 
excellence in every one of his 
students: he is unique in his 
ability to push, pull and lead 
his students to become great 
thinkers, writers and nascent 
scholars ready to ‘do history.’”

Vic Henningsen to Retire to Vermont Farm 
After 38 Years of Teaching History

By MADELEINE 
MAYHEW

Vic Henningsen ’69

After escaping from 
South Africa’s apartheid 
before earning his high 
school diploma, Temba 
Maqubela, Dean of Fac-
ulty and Assistant Head of 
Academics, emigrated to 
the United States. He has 
taught and served as an 
administrator at Andover 
for 26 years.

Maqubela hopes to 
earn an Andover diploma 
with the Class of 2013 
before he leaves at the 
end of this year to start 
a new chapter of his life 
as Headmaster of Groton 
School on July 1, 2013.

During his time at An-
dover, Maqubela has been 
a member of the Chem-
istry faculty, serving as 
Department Chair from 
1994-1999, directed (MS)2, 
started the Accelerate 
Challenge, the Enrich 
Scholars Program (ACE) 
along with Peter Watt, 
Instructor in Physics, and 
created Global Perspec-
tives Group (GPG) with 
Peter Merrill, Instructor 
in Russian.

Trish Russell, Direc-
tor of Sustainability and 
interim Cluster Dean of 
West Quad South said, 
“The brains behind so 
many of the things that 
we take for granted as 
systemic Phillips Acade-
my have started with him. 
There are too many parts 
of the school that he has 
influenced to even count. 
He may be moving on to 
Groton, but he will always 
be a part of the Andover 
community.” 

“As a f laming optimist 
and activist-revolution-
ary, I chose Andover be-
cause they not only took 
a chance with me, they 
made me feel I belonged 
straightaway,” wrote 
Maqubela in an e-mail to 
The Phillipian.

“Andover gave me my 
reconciliation and now it 
is giving me my wings. I 
lived the story of America 
at Andover. That is what I 
will miss the most about 

the school perched on a 
hill of optimism. I am not 
leaving Andover; I am go-
ing to Groton and I am 
bringing the memories 
with me,” he continued.

One of Maqubela’s fa-
vorite memories at An-
dover was when his el-
dest of three sons, Kanyi 
Maqubela ’02, was elected 
School President.

 “We came to the U.S. 
on April 4, 1986, and on 
April 4, 2002, the Ando-
ver students voted for my 
eldest son to be the School 
President. Whereas apart-
heid was about exclusion, 
that statement by Ando-
ver students gathered in 
that chapel was about in-
clusion. Exclusion lost,” 
wrote Maqubela.

As Dean of Students, 
Maqubela has overseen 
the creation of numerous 
programs to education of 
the lives of students and 
faculty, most notably the 
Global Perspectives Group 
(GPG), a multidisciplinary 
faculty group intended to 
help instructors prepare 
students for an increas-
ingly globalized world. 

“Andover is not only 
about a promise or possi-
bility or even delta G being 
negative, it is also about 
the transformation (with 
catalystic help) that takes 
place among its students. 
To be in a position to ob-
serve this in real time is 
science at its best. The 
students treat their teach-
ers as catalysts—they use 
them but don’t abuse them 
and in turn the teachers 
have many turnovers to 
teach other generations 
just like any good catalyst 
has,” he continued.

Not only did all three 
of Maqubela’s sons at-
tend Andover, but he also 
taught all three of his sons 
at some point during their 
Andover careers.

“The best part about 
teaching my sons was how 
confused they were when 
they had to ask me a ques-
tion in class. They did not 
call me Dad—they mum-
bled something every 
time they had a question. 

My mother taught me and 
Mrs. Maqubela’s father 
taught her. It was funny 
and not always fun, but I 
saw history repeating it-
self,” he wrote.

Maqubela will be re-
membered not only by his 
students, but also by his 
colleagues, for whom he 
has served as a mentor 
and collaborator. 

Paul Cernota, Instruc-
tor and Chair of Chem-
istry, said, “Temba was 
actually the first person I 
ever met at Andover, as a 
prospective employee. It 
was a great experience to 
have a conversation with 
him as my first exposure 
to Andover. It inspired 
me to come here, to teach 
here and to be a chemist 
here. There are so many 
things about Temba and 
we appreciate and admire 
and we are sad to see that 
he is going.”

Brian Faulk ’00, In-
structor in Chemistry, was 
a student while Maqubela 
served as Department 
Chair in Chemistry.

“I first met him when I 
was a student when he en-
couraged me to stick with 
a new teacher who I had 

heard was difficult.  Not 
surprisingly, he proved to 
be right and the teacher 
inspired [in me] a passion 
for chemistry,” said Faulk. 

Even in his capacity as 
Dean of Faculty and oth-
er administrative roles, 
Maqubela will first and 
foremost be remembered 
as a teacher.

Paul Murphy, Dean of 
Students, said, “During 
his 26 years at Andover, 
the thing that I have been 
struck by is his effect on 
his students as both a 
chemistry teacher, and 
as someone who insisted 
that chemistry be acces-
sible to as many kids as 
possible.”

Brian Faulk, Instruc-
tor in Chemistry, wrote in 
an e-mail to The Phillip-
ian, “Above all else, I ad-
mire Mr. Maq’s ability to 
reach all students—from 
Chemistry 250 to 610.  He 
has inspired us to adjust 
our teaching methods to 
reach “youth from every 
quarter” and served as 
the impetus behind our 
(MS)^2, ACE and BASK in 
ASK programs.  He leaves 
a hole that I do not think 
can be replaced.”

By MADELEINE 
MAYHEW

After calling Andover 
home for 28 years, Vuyel-
wa “Vuvu” Maqubela, In-
structor in English, looks 
ahead to her future at the 
Groton School with hus-
band Temba Maqubela, 
current Dean of Faculty, 
who will become Head-
master at Groton.

At Groton, Vuvu 
Maqubela will teach 
eighth grade English and 
a senior elective. She will 
also be an advisor.

Above all, Maqubela 
said that she treasures 
the memories shared with 
members of the Andover 
community. “There’ve 
been so many wonderful 
moments at this school, 
especially the deep con-
necting moments that we 
have had with the stu-
dents here, particularly 
girls in the dorm,” said 
Maqubela. 

She said that she spe-
cifically remembered the 
excitement and enthu-
siasm of the girls in her 
dorm when she was a new 
mother. Maqubela served 
as a House Counselor in 
Stevens and Stimson in 
Pine Knoll Cluster. She is 
currently a House Coun-
selor in Samaritan House, 
a boys dorm in Abbot 
Cluster.

Maqubela said some of 
her favorite memories of 
Andover were of observ-
ing the few weeks lead-
ing up to Prom when she 
played the role of match-
maker with the girls in 
her dorm. Because she 
grew up in South Africa 
and attended an all-girl’s 
school, Maqubela never 
went to Prom. “Prom was 
a fascination for me, with 
all the stress and hype 

around it,” she said.
 Maqubela said that be-

ing a part of a student’s 
life at Andover is some-
thing that will last for a 
lifetime. She recalled the 
time when she cooked a 
South African meal for 
the whole school for “Af-
rica Day” that took place 
on Pine Knoll. 

She also taught a group 
of interested students 
“Gumboot” dances, a tra-
ditional South African 
dance. “Some of the par-
ticipants came back for 
the 45th anniversary of 
Af-Lat-Am, and they still 
remembered the dance! It 
was quite a moment,” said 
Maqubela.

In addition to her role 
as a House Counselor, 
Maqubela became an In-
structor in English at An-
dover six years ago. She 
has taught Juniors, Low-
ers and Seniors. Maqubela 
also taught and partici-
pated in the (MS)2 sum-
mer program for minority 
math and science students 
and served as Co-Director 
of Andover Bread Loaf.

Although it will be an 
adjustment to leave An-
dover, Maqubela said that 
she is ready for the change 
and is enthusiastic about 
joining a smaller commu-
nity. “I’m looking forward 
to being in a school of 375 
kids. That way I can con-
tinue to get to know every-
one and actually achieve 
that goal,” she said.

As the primary House 
Counselor of Samaritan 
House, Maqubela reflects 
fondly on her students. “I 
have enjoyed being here 
and being an ally for the 
students in a lot of ways, 
someone who can connect 
with them on a deep level. 
Part of that connection 
involved ensuring their 
well-being and happi-
ness,” said Maqubela.

Andrew Vallejos ’14, 
a two-year resident of 
Samaritan House, said, 
“Mrs. Maqubela is won-
derful. Aside from the 
wonderful food she makes 
us every week, which in-
cludes pesto pasta with 
chicken, she also comes 
up a lot to check in on us 
to see how we are doing. 
She also gives us a lot of 
freedom and with that, 
a lot of trust, something 
that is very common, but 
I think especially impor-
tant in Sam House.”

Maqubela noted that 
Groton is only 40 minutes 
away, and she plans to vis-
it often.

“Andover is a home. 
We’re going to Groton but 
Andover will always be 
the place near and dear to 
our hearts,” she said.

By PHOEBE GOULD

VuVu and Temba Maqubela
L. XUAN/ THE PHILLIPIAN

Temba Maqubela to Become Headmaster 
At Groton After 26 years at Andover

Vuvu Maqubela Mentored 
Students in Dorm and Class

After 19 Years, Kathleen Pryde 
Moves on to Home in Washington State

By CHRIS LI

L. HERRINGTON/ THE PHILLIPIAN
Kathleen Pryde
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After 12 years as the 
core of Andover’s Archi-
tecture program, Gail 
Boyajian, Instructor in 
Art and Architecture, will 
leave the drawing boards 
of Benner House and head 
to Italy to develop her 
painting career.

The renovation of Ben-
ner House was one of Boy-
ajian’s most remarkable 
accomplishments at An-
dover. Originally built in 
1927 for the Alpha Gamma 
Chi secret society, Benner 
became an official part of 
school property in 1950. 
Between 1950 and 2006, 
however, it fell into disuse 
until Boyajian and Thayer 
Zaeder, Instructor in Ce-
ramics,  adopted it as the 
new hub for all things re-
lated to architecture, ce-
ramics and drawing. 

“[The studio] was re-
ally a wreck when I came 
here, but Zaeder and I ini-
tially put together some 
haphazard, slapdash cabi-
nets. Gradually the school 
has taken a larger role in 
renovating [Benner], and 
now I think we have a 
great studio,” said Boya-
jian.

Boyajian brings this 
practical mentality into 
her architecture class-
es, tasking her students 
with redesigning parts of 
campus. Tree houses in 
the Cochran Bird Sanc-
tuary, a pavilion on Gelb 
Lawn and a redesign of 
the Elson courtyard have 
proved to be some of her 
all-time favorites.

One project, however, 
stood out from the rest.

“Last trimester, I had a 
student who... had heard 
through the Biology De-
partment that there was 
a need for a construction 
for a bird blind, and he 
took it on as a side project. 
He came up with some 
amazing solutions,” said 
Boyajian. A bird blind is a 
structure  used to conceal 
viewers from the birds, 

which allows them to see 
the birds acting more nat-
urally. 

Boyajian’s latest proj-
ect was a revamp of the 
Elson Courtyard. She col-
laborated with her stu-
dents and professional 
architects to redesign it 
as a greener space and re-
duce run-off water, which 
pollutes water sources. 
“When the students come 
back in the fall, the court-
yard will look very differ-
ent, the pine trees will all 
be gone and there will be 
more light,” Boyajian said.

“I just love teach-
ing the students here,” 
Boyajian said. “Everyone 
wants to be here. Archi-
tecture is an art elective, 
so not only do they want 
to be at Andover, they also 
want to be in the class. 
Even the ones that are 
taking the class for some 
sort of requirement are 
exceptionally motivated,  
smart and hardworking,” 
she added.

“Ms. Boyajian takes a 
unique approach of bring-
ing forth and nourishing 
the architect who lies 
within each of us. She 
never rejects a student’s 
idea, regardless of its far-
fetchedness. Instead, she 
works with the student 
to develop the idea into 
something functional, 
aesthetically pleasing, 
unique and amazing,” said 
Mark Meyer ’13, President 
of Andover Architecture 
Club.

At Andover, Boyajian 
taught two days in the 
week and worked worked 
independently as a paint-
er in her studio in Boston 
during the other days. 
Boyajian has a master’s in 
Architecture from MIT 
and did graduate study at 
the Architectural Associ-
ation in London, accord-
ing to her website.
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Wrapping up her three 
years at Andover, Christine 
Cynn, Instructor in English, 
plans to continue her re-
search on HIV/AIDS while 
teaching at the University of 
Virginia next year.

At Andover, she taught 
English 200 and 300 classes 
as well as a Senior elective on 
Asian-American literature.

In addition to working in 
the English Department, she 
served as an academic advisor 
and a complementary house 
counselor in Clement House.

“Students are really en-
gaged here and open to new 
ideas. They are eager to learn, 
which I really appreciated 
and loved about them. My 
favorite memories of Ando-
ver would all be within the 
classroom walls. The sense of 
intellect and curiosity here is 
something I will always re-
member,” said Cynn.

“Especially the older stu-
dents here, their discussions 
have such focus, absorption 
and intellect. The kids are just 
so smart, and working with 
them is an absolute joy,” she 
continued.

After graduating from 
Brown University and obtain-
ing a PhD in English from 
Columbia University, Cynn 
decided to study policies re-
garding HIV/AIDS, particu-

larly focusing on U.S. funded 
prevention efforts in West 
Africa.

From 2005 to 2006, she 
lived in Côte d’Ivoire, a coun-
try in West Africa with one of 
the highest HIV rates, for fur-
ther research. She also visited 
the country regularly even af-
ter returning to the U.S.

Cynn became interested 
in the issues concerning HIV/
AIDS as well as the infection 
itself after graduating from 
college.

“HIV was a very pressing 
issue [at the time], especially 
because of the politics that re-
volved around it was complex 
and divided, so I wanted to 
know more about it,” she said.

“It is also a disease that 
makes visible all kinds of is-
sues including race, sexuality, 
gender, so I took a particular 
interest in it,” she continued.

Cynn said one of the main 
reasons why she decided to 
leave Andover was because 
she found it difficult to con-

tinue her research with the 
amount of other responsibili-
ties she had on campus.

Prior to her time at An-
dover, Cynn taught at uni-
versities all around the world 
including in Germany, Korea 
and Côte d’Ivoire. She also 
worked at a community or-
ganizer and public activist 
regarding the issue of HIV/
AIDS in New York City.

 “Andover is actually the 
only high school that I have 
taught at, and I think the en-
vironment is much different 
from a university. Develop-
mentally, students here are at 
a different place than college 
students, which can actually 
make the classroom atmo-
sphere more fun and excit-
ing,” said Cynn.

“I will miss this place for 
sure, and I am saying this for 
more than just the interview,” 
she continued.

At the University of Vir-
ginia, Cynn will be teaching 
courses regarding issues of 
gender, public health, and 
HIV prevention efforts par-
ticularly in West Africa.

Christine Cynn to Research HIV/AIDS and 
Teach at University of Virginia

By EJ KIM
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Christine Cynn

Gail Boyajian Leaves 
Andover for Italy to Pursue 

Interests in Painting

By Rani Iyer

T.JOHST/ THE PHILLIPIAN
Gail Boyajian

Lauren Moye, Graham 
House Intern, will con-
tinue her education at the 
Massachusetts School of 
Professional Psychology 
and hopes to earn a doc-
torate in clinical psychol-
ogy after this year.

As Graham House in-
tern, Moye has acted as 
counselor for students 
and helped to lead Phil-
lips Academy Community 

Education (PACE) classes.
Moye chose to work at 

Andover to fulfill an in-
ternship requirement for 
her master’s degree in 
mental house counseling 
at Boston College. “I’m re-
ally interested in working 
with adolescents, so obvi-
ously Phillips Academy fit 
that bill,” she said.

Andover has been on 
her radar for a long time, 
as her grandmother is an 
alumna.

“The thing about being 

at Phillips Academy that 
has been the most reward-
ing has been working with 
so many interesting, ex-
citing students on issues 
that are really important 
to them, and being able to 
really get to know some 
students on a deep level,” 
she said.

“The students that 
have the most trouble are 
the ones who don’t feel 
connected to the commu-
nity, and Andover works 
really hard to connect ev-
ery student, and it’s really 
impressive the way that 
they do that,” she contin-
ued.

Moye has enjoyed 
working closely with Dr. 
Carol Israel, the Associ-
ate Director of Graham 
House, with whom she co-
taught two PACE classes.

She  said, “Adolescence 
is a time when people are 
trying to figure out who 
they are, and why they’re 
doing the things they’re 
doing, and it’s really im-
portant to have a support 
system available for figur-
ing all of this out.”

Lauren Moye to Study Psychology 
After Year as Graham House Intern

By LILY GROSSBARD

E. ELSON/ THE PHILLIPIAN

Lauren Moye

Looking back on her fam-
ily’s 67-year association with 
Andover, Natalie Schorr AA 
’62, Instructor and Chair in 
French, will most remember 
the people she has met here.

“I feel lucky to have a job 
that I enjoyed so much and 
have had the chance to work 
with such wonderful people. 
People say you can’t have it 
all, but I think I have been 
very close in what I have been 
able to have in my life,” she 
said.

Schorr’s long history with 
the school started well bey-
fore her 38 years as a French 
instructor here. As the daugh-
ter of Allan Gillingham, for-
mer Instructor in Classics 
at Andover, she grew up on 
Andover’s campus and gradu-
ated from Abbot Academy 
in 1962, never imagining she 
would return to teach here. 

“I definitely had my ups 
and downs in my relationship 
with Andover. There were 
some moments that had been 
difficult, but in the end, I do 
love this place,” Schorr said.

She returned to Andover 
in 1975, just a year after the 
Abbot Academy merger. Dur-
ing this challenging time for 
both the young women enter-
ing the school and the Abbot 
teachers entering Andover’s 
faculty, Schorr stood as a 
staunch supporter of women. 
She, among others, navigated 
the way to push for Andover’s 
first maternity leave policy. 

“In those early years, 
Natalie played important 
roles as collaborator with 
and supporter of women. She 

and others formed a women’s 
group, and encouraged each 
other to speak up at faculty 
meetings in an era when you 
dared not speak at all during 
your first year on the faculty. 
Triple threat? Natalie did it,” 
said Peter Merrill, Instructor 
in German and Russian, in his 
speech to the Trustees. 

Schorr has been a pioneer 
in many other capacities at 
Andover. She became the first 
female Department Chair in 
French, according to Merrill, 
and was also the first female 
division chair. The Japanese 
department came into cre-
ation under her guidance. 

Merrill said, “I remember 
the day during a workshop 
in SamPhil, when it became 
clear to me that Natalie was 
the obvious best choice to be 
the next head of the World 
Languages Division. She was 
a natural, and highly princi-
pled leader.”

Beyond World Languag-
es, Schorr also helped found 
Andover’s yoga program and 
the African Studies Program, 

an interdisciplinary learning 
course that brought Andover 
Students to South Africa in 
1990s.

For all her contributions to 
Andover’s curricula and pro-
gramming, Schorr’s thoughts 
remain with her students. 

“I think the students here 
are so appreciative and eager 
to learn, [which] makes teach-
ing worthwhile. This place 
really shows what a wonder-
ful place school could be,” she 
said. 

Especially interested in in-
terdisciplinary work, Schorr 
has challenged her students 
with various projects that 
combine French with other 
academic and non-academic 
topics.

“One thing I think is 
amazing about teaching here, 
especially French, is that you 
can be teaching the language 
but also be teaching other 
things like culture, literature 
and history at the same time,” 
she said. 

Schorr recalls one of her 
favorite memories of French 

class, when puppeteer Rob-
ert Smythe came to help her 
second-year French students 
put on a show for fifth grad-
ers at Bancroft Elementary in 
French.

“Andover is a combina-
tion of intellect and goodness. 
This place is all about having 
academic excellence and at 
the same time not being in an 
ivory tower but going out into 
the world to do good things,” 
Schorr said.

After her retirement, 
Schorr plans to move to Wa-
tertown, Massachusetts with 
her husband to spend more 
time with her family and pur-
sue her hobbies. She intends 
to spend more time garden-
ing, cooking and practicing 
yoga. 

She also wishes to further 
pursue her interest in critical 
writing. Schorr has published 
three books, both before and 
during her time at Andover. 

Her first book, “En Re-
vue le Grançais Par le Jour-
nalisme,” written in 1983, is a 
French guide on newspaper 
writing. Schorr has also writ-
ten a guide for adults interest-
ed learning French entitled, 
“Tune Up Your French: The 
Top Ten Ways to Improve 
Your Spoken French.” 

In addition to her work 
in the French department, 
Schorr has also served as 
Faculty Coordinator for the 
Abbot Academy Association, 
which awards Abbot Grants 
to initiatives on campus twice 
a year. She served as a House 
Counselor in Smith House for 
nine years and advised nu-
merous student clubs, includ-
ing French Club.

Natalie Schorr Taught French for 38 Years, Served as 
Faculty Coordinator for the Abbot Academy Association

By EJ KIM
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Natalie Schorr

Allen Scheier, Visiting 
Scholar in Mathematics, 
hopes to bring the positive 
and proactive mindset 
of his students at Ando-
ver with him when he re-
turns to Lawrence Public 
Schools in June. Scheier 
has worked here for one 
year as an instructor, and 
looks to establish a teach-
er exchange program be-
tween Andover and Law-
rence in years to come. 

“I will remember most 
that the students here 
work very hard and that 
they all believe they are 
capable of doing anything. 
I think this culture is very 
important and is missing 
in a lot of public schools,” 
he said.

“Many students in ur-
ban environments grow 
up with a dearth of posi-
tive adult role models in 
their lives. To be effective 
in such an environment, 
a teacher must, at times, 
take on a variety of roles 
other than just being a 
teacher,” he said. “It can 
be very rewarding to feel 
like you’ve made a signifi-
cant difference in a life.”

As a way to swap dif-
ferent teaching and learn-
ing experiences, Scheier 
has been trying to start an 
exchange program among 
both teachers and stu-
dents between Lawrence 

High and Andover with 
the help of Patrick Far-
rell, Instructor and Chair 
in Mathematics. Although 
Scheier will return to 
Lawrence High, he ex-
pects the relationship be-
tween the two schools to 
continue to develop. 

In his capacity as a vis-
iting scholar, Scheier has 
taught several different 
math classes including 
Math 190, 210, 570, 300, 
330 and 575 since he start-
ed last fall. Scheier, who 
grew up in Sharon, Mass., 
a town just south of Bos-
ton, worked at Lawrence 
High School for 13 years 
before coming to Andover 
for the year. 

“The kids that I teach 
in Lawrence are just as 

smart as the kids here. The 
difference is that here, the 
culture is that you will 
work very hard and that 
you will ask for help, and 
I want to find a way to in-
still that culture,” he con-
tinued.

Scheier said this initial 
difference in culture sur-
prised him. 

 “I will admit that at 
first I found it a little un-
nerving to be thanked for 
doing my job [at Andover], 
and for giving homework 
and tests!” he said. “But 
over time I’ve begun to 
recognize how this prac-
tice is indicative of the 
appreciative and support-
ive nature of the Andover 
community.”

Allen Scheier to Return to Lawrence Public 
Schools with New Repertoire of Experiences

By WON WOO KIM

Allen Scheier
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2012-13 Teaching Fellows

Though CC Robinson, 
Instructor in English, has 
only been on campus for two 
years, she has already made 
her mark through her humor 
and dedication to student or-
ganizations. 

Robinson has taught 
two sections of English 200, 
served as faculty advisor to 
the Under the Bed improv 
comedy group and created 
“Ladies Laugh-In,” a new im-
prov group for girls that she 
started this spring. Last year, 
she created Lingvo, a tutor-
ing program to pair Andover 
students with  young faculty 
children from China and Cote 
d’Ivoire.

Robinson’s greatest mem-
ories of Andover are the expe-
riences she has had with her 
English 200 students and the 
Ladies’ Laugh-In girls.  

Robinson started Ladies 
Laugh-In in April at the be-
ginning of campus-wide dis-
cussion about gender. She 
formed the improv troupe as a 
response to the idea that girls 
were at a disadvantage in the 
school presidential campaign 

because they aren’t “funny 
enough” to be elected to the 
position. 

“It was time for a space 
where girls didn’t have to 
choose between being looked 
at and being listened to.  It 
was time to elbow out a little 
room to make being a girl 
more fun,” Robinson’s web-
site says.

MJ Engel ’13, who worked 
with Robinson on Lingvo 
and as a part of Girl’s Leader-
ship Project (GLP), said, “Ms. 
Robinson always demanded 
that I call her CC, and I think 
this distinction is what made 
her so unique on this campus. 
CC is always bursting with 
ideas of how to improve An-
dover, from creating a com-
prehensive tutoring program 
to piloting an improv comedy 
group for girls. Not only is she 
extremely innovative, but she 
also always wanted to col-
laborate with students. CC’s 
genuine zeal for all of her en-
deavors was infectious and 
empowering.”

Recounting her teaching 
memories, Robinson recalled 
this past fall, when she held 
her classes in the common 
room of Pine Knoll’s 1924 

house because Bulfinch Hall 
was under construction. 

“There was some magic to 
having class sitting around a 
fireplace on couches.  My stu-
dents shared a lot of memo-
rable personal essay writing.  
People laughed or groaned 
in recognition as their class-
mates shared cringeworthy 
tales from middle school, con-
fessions, manifestos of belief 
and persuasive essays,” Rob-
inson wrote in an e-mail to 
The Phillipian. 

Robinson moved to cam-
pus in 2010, when her hus-
band, Lewis Robinson, start-
ed as Writer-In-Residence, 
but she only started teaching 
at Andover last year. She spent 
the 2010-2011 school year liv-
ing on campus as a stay-at-
home mom of two children, 
Maise and Leo, who are ages 
three and one, respectively. 

Robinson decided to 
start teaching after living 
at Andover and seeing the 
school’s dedication to the 
Arts, through both Addison 
Gallery of American Art and 
various Andover-sponsored 
performances.

“It hit me one night that 
first year when we finished 

our meal and heard some 
African drumming in Lower 
Left as we came down the 
stairs. There, in front of us, 
were about 15 women from 
Ghana drumming and danc-
ing. We didn’t have to get on 
a plane, there was no car ride, 
no admission ticket to buy. 
Just world-class dancers and 
drummers performing while 
we finished dinner,” Robin-
son said.

Next year, Robinson and 
her family will move back 
home to Portland, ME. Be-
cause the public school bud-
get in Maine does not pass 
until June, Robinson does not 
have any concrete plans for 
next year. “We love Portland, 
miss our friends and are ex-
cited about the move,” Robin-
son said.

“CC Robinson came to us 
with Lewis [Robinson] but 
quickly distinguished herself 
as an excellent teacher in her 
own right.  I’m so grateful 
to her for her contribution 
to the life of the English De-
partment over the last three 
years,” wrote Jeffrey Domina, 
Instructor and Chair in Eng-
lish, in an e-mail to The Phil-
lipian. 

CC Robinson Incorporates Humor and Passion into Time at Andover
By RANI IYER
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CC Robinson

Back row: Davis, Neiderhauser, Archambault, Cooper, Wolfe. 
Front row: Rasmussen, Enzerink, Warren, Stein, Passarelli
Not pictured: Benjamin Feng, Kiley Horne
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Thank You 
Teaching Fellows!

DEPARTING FACULTY

After a year working 
with the Theatre Depart-
ment at Andover, Jess 
Harms, Instructor in The-
atre and Dance, will pursue 
her passions for theatrical 
education by launching a 
theatre program at The 
O’Neal School, an inde-
pendent day school serv-
ing over 400 Pre-K to 12th 
grade students, in North 
Carolina next year.

At Andover, Harms 
has taught two sections 
of Introduction to Act-
ing, directed the school 
spring musical production, 
“The 25th Annual Putnam 
County Spelling Bee” and 
oversaw the Drama Labs.

Harms said she enjoyed 
her time at Andover and 
was glad she was able to 

create so many unforget-
table memories at this 
place.

“My favorite memory 
from Andover was the 
Halloween production the 
fall acting class adapted 
from the book ‘Scary God-
mother’ by Jillian Thomp-
son.  We performed the 
adaptation for faculty 
families, and it was a lot of 
fun,” wrote Harms in an e-
mail to The Phillipian. 

“While performing the 
Halloween production at 
the OWHL, a student a 
yelled at one of the scarier 
characters to ‘go away!’  It 
was quite a comment from 
the peanut gallery!” she 
continued.

Although Harms has 
only been at Andover for 
a year, she has developed 
strong bonds with both 
student and faculty. She 
said that she will miss her 

interactions with the stu-
dents the most next year, 
including interactions out-
side the classroom. She 
remembers inviting her 
playmaking class to her 
house to bake cookies.

“Somehow, someone 
put too [much] baking soda 
in the cookies and they 
baked over the pan.  Unfor-
tunately, this caused the 
fire alarm to go off, and a 
visit from the fire depart-
ment.  But in the end, we 
were able to laugh at the 
mix-up,” wrote Harms. 

While she hopes to 
keep in touch with An-
dover students even after 
she leaves, she also looks 
forward to forming new 
bonds with the students at 
The O’Neal School. 

“I am looking forward 
to the administrative and 
teaching challenge of 
starting a new theatrical 
program, and being able to 
bring this kind of experi-
ence to students who have 
never been exposed to it 
before,” wrote Harms. 

Harms is founding 
the theatrical program 
through the North Caro-
lina Arts Councils, an of-
ficial state agency that 
funds various arts pro-
grams throughout the 
state. 

Harms has previously 
worked as an artist-in-
residence for Boston Pub-
lic Schools and a freelance 
director.

Jess Harms to Launch Theatre Program in NC

By EJ KIM

A. TAMKIN/ THE PHILLIPIAN
Jess Harms

Lewis Robinson to Continue 
Novel and Stories Started at Andover
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In just three years 
here, Lewis Robinson, 
Writer-In-Residence, has 
brought touched students 
through his experience 
and passion as a profes-
sional writer to his stu-
dents at Andover. 

Robinson said that he 
will most miss faculty soc-
cer and basketball games, 
the ambitious students 
he has taught, eating in 
Paresky Commons and 
sitting in the library, his 
favorite place on campus.

“It’s amazing to me 
that you have this group 
of almost 2,000 type-A, 
hardworking, ambitious 
and talented people, facul-
ty, staff and students, that 

don’t just spontaneously 
combust. People here 
seem to genuinely be en-
joying themselves, which 
is really just remarkable 
to me,” said Robinson 

In his short time here, 
Robinson has immersed 
himself on campus, lead-
ing the classroom in Eng-
lish 505AA and 505AB 
poetry and creative writ-
ing classes as well as 
other independent poetry 
projects. He also coached 
Girls Varsity Basketball 
with Chris Jones, Instruc-
tor in History and Social 
Sciences.

“Lewis Robinson gave 
so much more to this de-
partment and this school 
than his ‘Writer-in-Res-
idence’ title would sug-
gest.  Sure, he’s a brilliant, 
beloved teacher and a hot-
shot fiction writer, but 
he’s more than just those 
things.  He’s also a gen-
erous mentor, a thought-
ful colleague and simply 
a fantastic guy—the kind 
of smart, funny, empa-
thetic, thoroughly good 
guy who makes everyone 
around him a better per-
son.  We’re all in his debt, 
and we’ll miss him a great 
deal next year,” wrote Jef-
frey Domina, Instructor 
and Chair in English, in 
an e-mail to The Phillipian. 

Despite his full teach-
ing and coaching  schedule 
and his young children, 
Robinson also managed 

to complete several short 
stories and a draft of his 
second novel at Andover. 

The coming novel is a 
multi-perspective, charac-
ter-driven, literary fiction 
that is set in present-day 
Portland, ME. Robinson 
will continue writing and 
hopes to finish the novel 
after he leaves .

 “[Andover] has afford-
ed me the time and sup-
port required to write an 
entire draft of a novel and 
a handful of new short sto-
ries. It also provided me 
with a great community of 
interesting people,” Rob-
inson added.

Robinson will move 
back to Portland, ME with 
his family in June, where 
he plans to write full time 
for the first half of the 
year, and then return to 
teaching at the graduate 
program at the University 
of Southern Maine where 
he worked before coming 
to Andover.

Born in Massachusetts 
and raised in Buffalo, 
NY and Maine, Robinson 
graduated from the Iowa 
Writers’ Workshop in 
2001. Since then, Robin-
son has written the novels 
“Water Dogs” and “Of-
ficer Friendly and Other 
Stories,” winner of the 
PEN Oakland/Josephine 
Miles Award.

By CHRIS LI
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Lewis Robinson



Andover Bids Farewell to 
Becky Sykes after 40 Years of Service

Last Friday, April 5, 
Becky Sykes, Associate 
Head of School, received 
the McKeen Award for 
her commitment to em-
bracing diversity at An-
dover, exhibited through 
her active role in adopting 
equal-opportunity poli-
cies for underrepresented 
students and her creation 
of the Brace Center for 
Gender Studies and the 
Girls’ Leadership Project 
(GLP).

The McKeen award, 
given annually since 
1998 by the Brace Center, 
honors those who have 
worked to eliminate social 
and institutional barriers 
for students. It is given in 
the spirit of Philena McK-
een, a former principal of 
Abbot Academy known 
for her efforts to estab-
lish a healthy community 
in which all girls could 
thrive, according to Diane 
Moore, Director of the 
Brace Center.

“I did not see myself 
as a possible honoree but 
was inspired by my se-
lection to work harder to 
help young women see 
themselves as leaders and 
develop the leadership 
skills they need for what-
ever their aspirations,” 
wrote Sykes, in an e-mail 
to The Phillipian.

Sykes joined the Ando-

ver faculty in 1973, which 
coincided with the first 
year of coeducation at the 
school. In her 40-year ca-
reer, she has held several 
diverse positions, includ-
ing telephone operator, 
house counselor, cluster 
dean, Dean of Community 
and Multicultural De-
velopment (CAMD) and, 
currently, Associate Head 
of School, according to 
Moore.

“In all of her roles, she 
has worked tirelessly to 
create a school culture 
where diversities are em-
braced as strengths and 
where individuals are al-
ways treated with dignity 
and respect,” said Moore.

Sykes helped to cre-
ate policies providing 
equal rights to same-sex 
couples and equal oppor-
tunities for women and 
people of color, and was 
on the original planning 
committee for the Brace 
Center, She helped to pen 
its statement of purpose, 
according to Moore. Sykes 
was also selected to be a 
Brace Faculty Fellow.

“Ms. Sykes has been 
an exceptional leader in 
her time here. She com-
bines the skills of a great 
administrator and a great 
social worker, and that’s 
really unusual. She leads 
not by force or fiat but by 
encouragement, persua-
sion and example,” said 

Tony Rotundo, Instruc-
tor in History and So-
cial Science and former 
Co-Director of the Brace 
Center.

She helped found the 
Girls’ Leadership Proj-
ect in 2009, and worked 
on it with Jenny El-
liott, Instructor in His-
tory and Social Science, 
Sarah Coghlan, Assistant 
Director of Community 
Service, and Kathleen 
Dalton, Instructor in His-
tory and Social Science. 
What began as a mentor-
ship project with a group 
of Lower girls soon grew 
into an on-campus lecture 
series designed to teach 
young women leadership 
and practical skills.

“Coeducation has en-
riched the experience of 
all the students and fac-
ulty of the last 40 years. 
Gender is an important 
element of our identity 
and an influence on how 
we interact with one an-
other,” said Sykes.

Sykes, in an e-mail to 
The Phillipian, wrote that 
she was proud that Ando-
ver has maintained the 
highest educational and 
ethical standards through 
institutional changes, 
including the creation 
of the Brace Center, the 
presence of more women 
and people of color in 
leadership and the ex-
panded access to Ando-

ver for “youth from every 
quarter.”

“I am so proud of our 
school’s ability to address 
even the topics that might 
divide us. I hope that 
from now throughout the 
next 15 months as we ac-
knowledge coeducation at 
40 years [COED@40] that 
we will both celebrate the 
benefits of being an insti-
tution that educates girls 
and boys and examine 
with a critical eye what 
we have yet to accom-
plish,” said Sykes.

In addition to the ini-
tiatives of the student-fac-
ulty COED@40 Commit-
tee, which Sykes co-chairs 
with Debby Murphy, Di-
rector of Alumni Affairs, 
the Brace Center and the 
Abbot Academy Associa-
tion are working to raise 
awareness of what coedu-
cation has given Andover, 
according to Sykes.

Sykes receiving the 
McKeen Award marks the 
honor’s 15th year. For-
mer Head of School Bar-
bara Chase, in addition 
to her own remarks, read 
a tribute to Sykes written 
by Head of School John 
Palfrey. Palfrey could not 
be in attendance due to a 
scheduling conflict, ac-
cording to Moore.

The McKeen Award 
recipient is selected by 
the Advisory Committee 
of the Brace Center. 

Sykes Honored for Contribution To Andover Coeducation
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After 40 years at An-
dover, Sykes will depart 
next fall to become the 
first President of the 
Oprah Winfrey Charita-
ble Foundation.

Sykes will remain as 
Associate Head of School 
through the summer, 
working with Head of 
School John Palfrey as he 
restructures the position 
to fit his needs. Palfrey 
will use the 2013-2014 
school year to rethink the 
title before appointing a 
new administrator to fill 
the role.

“I don’t think it would 
make sense to try and 
find the next Mrs. Sykes—
it’s just not possible—so 
I want to do it in a more 
deliberate fashion,” said 
Palfrey.

As Associate Head of 
School, Sykes oversees 
all residential life. Max 
Alovisetti, Director of 

Psychological Services, 
Anne Gardner, Director 
of Spiritual and Religious 
Life, Linda Griffith, Dean 
of Community and Mul-
ticultural Development, 
Mike Kuta, Athletic Di-
rector, and Paul Murphy, 
Dean of Students and 
Residential Life, all cur-
rently report to Sykes. 

When Sykes leaves, 
she and Palfrey will work 
to divide her responsibili-
ties among existing facul-
ty members this summer. 

“In a lot of cases, 
there’s somebody who’s 
working on [a job] who 
she oversees... [This] is 
not the long-term solu-
tion, but that’s the one 
we can do for the coming 
year,” said Palfrey.

Sykes has not been 
previously involved 
with the Oprah Winfrey 
Charitable Foundation, 
but was selected as the 
search committee re-
viewed teachers and top 
administrators at many 

schools, she said. She will 
work closely with the 
Oprah Winfrey Leader-
ship Academy for Girls in 
South Africa.

Although Sykes has 
yet to decide where she 
and her husband will re-
side in the United States 
after they leave Andover 
in September, she said 
that she will spend ap-
proximately eight months 
of her first year at the 
South African school. 

As Sykes is the first 
person to be President of 
the Oprah Winfrey Char-
itable Foundation, the 
job description is not yet 
definite. She said that she 
will help create this de-
scription as she steps into 
the role. Primary tasks 
will include day-to-day 
work with the Leadership 
Academy as well as fund-
raising efforts. 

“I think one of the 
things I’m looking for-
ward to is continuing the 
work with the school, 

I’ve been working with 
schools for a very long 
time and so the fact that 
this is a foundation that 
is related to a school, a 
school for girls in South 
Africa, means that I will 
still have contact with 
students and still be in-
volved with helping to 
develop the program 
there and to make it sus-
tainable, because part of 
my job obviously is on the 
finance side, raising mon-
ey for the school,” said 
Sykes. 

Sykes’ fundraising for 
the Leadership Academy 
will be a natural exten-
sion of her work at An-
dover, as she has been 
involved in many fund-
raising efforts here with 
Peter Ramsey, Secretary 
of the Academy. In ad-
dition, Sykes has held 
many other positions at 
Andover, including So-
cial Functions Director, 
House Counselor, Cluster 
Dean and Dean of CAMD.

Sykes to Head Oprah Winfrey Charitable Foundation
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Becky Sykes, Associate Head of School

Palfrey Will Wait to Appoint New Associate Head of School 

April 12, 2013

When asked how many 
positions she has held dur-
ing her 40 years at Andover, 
Becky Sykes led us from her 
office to the wall in front of 
the Dean of Studies Office.

She explained that there 
used to be a switchboard to 
direct calls where the list of 
Non-Sibi Award recipients is 
now inscribed in gold.  

“One of the work duties 
then for the students was to 
be a switchboard operator 
during lunch breaks. When 
a student couldn’t come in, 
I was the replacement,” said 
Sykes, Associate Head of 
School.

Laughing as she said 
that we couldn’t understand 
the extent of her numerous 
positions without knowing 
her first job at Andover, she 
said that she has come a long 
way from the first time she 
stepped onto the campus in 
February of 1953, although 
she ended her career at a 
desk less than 50 feet from 
her first. She was then a Se-
nior in college, visiting the 
campus with her husband, 
Elwin Sykes, who is now a 
faculty emeritus in English.

She said that her favorite 
memories are the bookends 
of her journey at Andover. 
“In-between is a video that’s 
been on fast-forward,” she 
said. “I’m an honorary mem-
ber of Class of 13, but my very 
first memory of Andover was 
February of 1953. There was 
still snow on the ground and 
my husband got a position in 
the English department. It 
was Mr. Sizer’s first year at 
Andover.”

“I love this place and the 
way [people] took care of us 
like in Louisiana. There is a 
memory of the feeling of a 
connectedness,” she contin-
ued.

Guiding us through the 
various positions she’s held, 
including Social Functions 
Director, House Counselor, 
Cluster Dean and Dean of 
CAMD, she jokingly said, 
“I can’t keep a job!” She 
pointed to a sketchpad filled 
with words that didn’t mean 
much to us but that meant so 
much to Sykes. Those words 
represented her 17 years as 
Associate Head of School—
her tasks, her roles, and her 
accomplishments. 

It was obvious just five 
minutes into the interview 
that Sykes was more than a 
figurehead at Andover. In 40  
years, she has made Andover 
a part of her, just as Andover 
has made her a part of its 
legacy.

Head of School John 
Palfrey said that Mrs. Sykes 
is irreplaceable. Just as her 
office has been decorated 
with traces of her memories 
at Andover, her job has es-
sentially come to character-
ize her. “I think that when 
anybody has been here for 
40 years, and done such as 
amazing job as Mrs. Sykes 
has, the job sometimes come 
to describe the individual, or 
to be built upon the individu-
al strengths of that person,” 
said Palfrey.

Sykes noted that she has 
changed immensely since 
arriving at Andover in 1973.

“One thing that has 
changed about me is feeling 
comfortable with who I am,” 
said Sykes. “I think even 
though people were really 
kind when we first got here, 
I really did feel a little bit like 
a fish out of water.”

“I’ve probably become 
less self-conscious and… 
more open,” said Sykes.

Although she graduated 
from Radcliffe College in 
Massachusetts, she said that 
she felt out of place. “I still 
felt like, ‘I’m certainly not a 
traditional Phillips Academy 
person,’” she said. “I came 
from a very narrow com-
munity without a very open 
world.”

After 9 years at Ando-
ver, Sykes went to graduate 
school for social work think-
ing that she wanted to be a 
caseworker. “I wanted to be 
working in a hospital, or a 
community, but what I found 
was that I used those skills 
that I was trained in every 
day - in talking to people, in 
listening to people.”

She said that those skills 
have been honed here, at 
Andover because of the op-
portunity to travel interna-
tionally and meet students 

from all over the world. “I 
definitely feel as though I’ve 
earned my place here. I’ve 
learned a ton,” she said.

“[These experiences] cer-
tainty caused a great deal of 
change in me, in the way I 
see the world and the way I 
understand what’s going on, 
with people individually and 
also collectively,” she contin-
ued.

Part way through the 
interview, she suddenly 
stopped and called out, “I 
think I hear Mr. Ramsey’s 
voice. Mr. Ramsey?”

After introducing Peter 
Ramsey, Secretary of the 
Academy, she told him that 
she had been asked how 
her experiences at Andover 
would contribute to her new 
role as President of Oprah 
Winfrey Charitable Founda-
tion.

Ramsey interjected to 
say, “From my perspective, 
[her impact on the commu-
nity] became really visible 
and people began to really 
appreciate Mrs. Sykes’ love 
and knowledge of the place, 
was when she was Acting 
Head of School when Mrs. 
Chase went on a sabbatical.”

“There were others on 
the team—Mr. Carter, a lot of 
other folks—but I think that 
is where her role really began 
to multiply and since that 
time, her voice externally 
has been one that people ad-
mire and enjoy listening to. 
And the strength of a place is 
when you have multiple voic-
es, you have Mrs. Chase’s, 
you have Mrs. Sykes’s, Mr. 
Carter’s, and Mr. Murphy’s. 
A lot of people can go out to 
speak as well as other mem-
bers of the faculty, but there 
are certain people whose 
positions regard highly, and 
hers is one of them.”

“If this is about her being 
ready to take the next step,” 
said Ramsey, who trailed off 
and gestured to imply that 
she was more than ready.

She wasn’t the only one 
who had changed, however. 
She has overseen a transfor-
mation of the school extend-
ing from the merger with 
Abbot Academy to its state 
today.

“Andover is a kinder, gen-
tler place. I think we do put 
more of an emphasis on tak-
ing good care of kids,” said 
Sykes.

Referring to her first few 
year at Andover, she said, 
“[Andover] was really rigor-
ous, and really hard, and you 
worked really hard, and at 
the end of it, you were home, 
and you hadn’t had a whole 
lot of contact with your par-
ents, and it was kind of sink-
or-swim.”

She said that the par-
ents are far more involved 
in students’ lives now. Ac-
cording to Sykes, about four 
years ago when H1N1 broke 
out, the school started send-
ing newsletters to parents 
whenever a student  caught 
the virus.

“Everyone was freaking 
out that everyone was going 
to get sick and drop dead,” 
said Sykes. Despite the effort 
to send realtime updates to 
parents, they weren’t enough 
to establish a sense of con-
nection between the school 
and the parents.

So it was during the H1N1 
outbreak that Sykes initi-
ated the newsletters that are 
now sent to parents weekly. 
“Parents love it. They feel as 
though they have a connec-
tion to not only this school, 
but, because I’m in this of-
fice, they feel like they have 
a connection. People will 
write to me to ask me a ques-
tion about almost anything, 
like ‘Ask Becky,’” she said.

What she will miss about 
Andover, however, is not 
weekly newsletters, not the 
various positions she’s held, 
but having advisees and see-
ing Andover evolve. 

“I know every square 
inch of this campus. I walk 
a lot and see a lot of campus. 
It’s going to be hard being 
away from here. Campus is 
going to continue to change, 
but I won’t be here to observe 
that. I’ve seen generations of 
families go through here and 
faculty members’ children as 
well,” said Sykes.

Sykes concluded with ad-
vice to the students, “Be true 
to yourself, and be realistic 
about what you take on. And, 
that’s not to say, ‘don’t try to 
do something that’s hard,’ 
but find balance.”

SYKES REFLECTS ON 
HER TIME AT ANDOVER
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Congratulations Class of 2013
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Good Luck Next Year
Class of 2013!
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Gourmet Pizza, Mediterranean/Arabic Food, 
Sandwiches/Subs, Salads, Calzones, Ziti, 

Chicken/Beef and More! 

Mention this ad and receive $2 o� a $15 
purchase or $3 o� a $20 purchase!

Jasmine Plaza Rt. 114, 733 Turnpike Street, 
North Andover, MA 01845

captainpizza144.com

Captain 
Mediterranean Foods

   Pizza

2 Large Pizzas
and 10 Chicken Wings

$20.99

978-975-1230

just  6
Any Size Sub

with Chips & 12oz. Can of Soda

$     40 
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On the campus of  Phillips Academy
4 Chapel Ave • Andover, MA 01810

www.andoverinn.com
Open to the public 7 days a week

Enjoy the relaxed atmosphere of  Samuel’s dining room or lounge for 
Sunday Brunch and live jazz music, every week from 11am to 2pm.

Our extensive buffet offers traditional brunch favorites as well as 
regionally inspired selections. 

For more information or to make reservations, 
please call 978.775.4910.
$26.00 for Adults, $13 for kids 12 years of  age and under. Free for children 3 years of  age or younger.
Reservations are required; discount does not apply to special events or holidays.
Offer expires September 1, 2013.

Present your Phillips Academy ID and receive a 20% discount

Sunday Jazz Brunch 
Samuel’s Restaurant at the Andover Inn

Join  usJoin  us

*Present your Phillips Academy ID and receive a 20% discount*

Present your Phillips Academy ID and receive a 20% discount
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The Phillipan
Extends Sincere
Congratulations 

to the
Class of 2013
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Good Luck Next Year, 
and

Congratulations 
to the

Class of 2013!
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Congratulations 
to the

Class of 2013
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Commentary

Start to finish, it takes 
around 9 minutes to walk 
from the pock-marked metal 

door of The Phillipian newsroom 
in the basement of Morse to the 
front steps of Taylor Hall in West 
Quad South. I almost never varied 
my route when I made the walk 
alone.

Right turn from the newsroom, 
up the stairs and out the white-
washed doors that are just wait-
ing to fall off their hinges when 
a rushing Editor (cough cough) 
slams them open one too many 
times. Diagonal across Flagstaff 
Court and under the Great Oak 
by the Library and clockwise (al-
ways clockwise, even if it takes 
a few extra steps) around the 
Bell Tower. Straight shot across 
Main Street on the world’s most 
dangerous crosswalk, between 
Adams and Bishop, slight left 
towards Taylor. I took that walk 
enough times that I could make 
the trip blindfolded.

The trip between Taylor and 
the newsroom returns me to my 
favorite oasis on Andover Hill. 
There’s nothing special about 
the path I took, in itself—anyone 

could do it, if they knewwhere 
they were headed. At 1 a.m. (or 
often later...sorry Mr. Murphy), 
the walk is something that none 
who have not experienced it can 
understand.

Sometimes there is a con-
stant, slow sheet of snow drifting 
down, sometimes a warm or cool 
wind, sometimes heavy rain or 
sometimes only a too-thick layer 
of dirty white-brown border-
ing the paths. Campus is bereft 
of its backpack bearing wound-
up students and devoid of cars 
and trucks clogging up Main 
Street or Salem Street by the Bell 
Tower. At the right time of night, 
nothing is moving. The animals 
are sleeping or still awake pre-
paring themselves for the next 
day. And, of course, there isn’t 
any wildlife. A couple of lights 
might peek through some dorm 
windows or up from basements, 
messengers from students who 
only wish they could go to bed.

PAPS comes around some-
times, reminding me that other 
people exist on this campus at 
this time of night. The blue Ford 
Escape that sometimes followed 
me back to the Quads (Yes, it was 
creepy. Really.) was an unwel-
come interruption. It was steal-

ing my favorite moments of An-
dover away from me, running off 
with the precious, uncorrupted, 
untouchable silence that only 
Andover Hill in the middle of the 
night can provide.

That silence is unparalleled. It 
left me alone with my thoughts 
in a way that I have never else-
where experienced, because 
the silence was not only just an 
absence of sound. It was a time 
to be alone, to strain as hard as 
I could to pinpoint the shape of 
aural void around me, to feel the 
energy of Andover expressed in 
the ultimate absence of activity.

If freshman fall Sam Green had 
walked from the rooms in the 
basement of Morse to the steps of 
Taylor Hall in the middle of the 
night, he wouldn’t have appreci-
ated this silence as I have. He is 
better remembered for speaking 
29 times in a single English class, 
as Mr. Bardo immortalized in 
his fall Instructor report. Ninth 
grader Sam was good at talking 
but only ok at expressing mean-
ingful ideas. He was good at lis-
tening to himself and very bad at 
even hearing others.

The Winds of Winter
Samuel L. Green

editor in chief cxxxv

Continued on C2 Column 1

I had just put the car in 
park in my garage after my fi-
nal (ever) performance at An-

dover Night Live, Under the Bed’s 
sketch comedy show, when the 
ominous choir in “You Can’t Al-
ways Get What You Want” by the 
Rolling Stones began singing from 
the radio. Since I had to get some 
costumes out of the car anyway, 
I decided I would keep the song 
on while I took it out of the car. 
I turned the volume knob to the 
right a bit, and stepped out of my 
car, walking to the trunk, which I 
had just opened. As I picked up a 
suit jacket, two golden vests and a 
chef hat, I remembered, “Damn, I 
have to write a goddamn senior re-
flection, because if I don’t, they’re 
gonna be on my ass.”

    What was I going to write? 
I had started something stupid 
earlier talking about senior pages 
and how my lower year I thought 
I was going to write, “Thanks, 
but no thanks, Andover,” but by 
my senior year I didn’t. But then 
I figured that I should probably 
be more general and send-offy, 
because I was the “President”. 
I put that in quotes because... I 

mean c’mon, it’s true. The people 
expect something from you, O, 
Commander-in-Chief! But then 
I heard the voice of Mick Jagger 
calling me over the radio, ‘You 
can’t always get what you want’. 
When I thought about it, I hadn’t 
really gotten all I wanted from an 
“Andover Education”.

I came to this school, a young 
and hopeful student, ready to em-
brace the challenges that an elite 
prep school could offer me. I had 
signed up for AP Music, started 
in Geometry (even though I 
knew I should have been in Al-
gebra), and had even done well 
enough on the entrance exam 
to start in second year Latin. My 
courseload seemed thick enough 
– my backpack was certainly 
heavy. The next thing I wanted 
was to be the most typical (better 
word than typical though! ok!) 
“Andover student” in my grade. 
I wanted to represent my class. 
So naturally, I ran for junior rep. 
And because I’m so charming, 
as you all know, I won. From the 
best prep school in America, I 
wanted to go to one of the best 
colleges in America. And I knew 

Everything We Want
Hemang Kaul
mr. president

Continued on C2 Column 1



Like nearly every stu-
dent before me, I spent 
the summer before fresh-

man year with my thoughts 
trapped in a pendular rhythm, 
alternating between unbridled 
anticipation for September and 
stomach-churning doubt that I 
wouldn’t be able to handle it all—
leaving my sunkissed Californian 
home where “freezing” meant 
low 50s, coping with the academ-
ic pressure, obeying 11 o’clock 
lights-out and figuring out where 
to put the detergent in the wash-
ing machine. 

But then I went to the club 
rally at the end of that whirl-
wind first week and lost myself 
in a sea of screaming upperclass-
men, colorful signs and candy 
wrappers. I realized I faced a 
new obstacle and, in a journal 
entry for Mr. Bardo’s English 
100 class, quite prophetically 
(and blandly) declared, “During 
my four years at PA, I believe 
my hardest challenge will be 
finding the balance between the 
extracurricular and academic 
portions of my time at An-
dover.”  

I will say now that I nev-
er did find that balance.

I prioritized meeting word 
counts and deadlines for The 
Phillipian over meeting word 
counts and deadlines for my own 
schoolwork, which I chronically 
put off doing anyway. I broke 
lights-out throughout my first 

year, aided by Mountain Dew 
and the glow of my computer 
screen. The first all-nighter I 
ever pulled was Lower year, 
for an Asian Religions paper. I 
know it was Chinese New Year 
because I remember thinking 
that there had to be some kind 
of irony in struggling over a pa-
per about Chinese philosophy 
on the biggest Chinese holiday 
of the year. I have had many 
more sleepless nights since 
then, directly correlated with 
the height of my name on The 
Phillipian masthead. 

I remember waking up 
abruptly from unintentional, 
uncomfortably-angled, Upper-
year naps in Silent Study, the 
instinctive squinting up at the 
graphite graffiti lining the inte-
rior of the desk lights and blink-
ing against their glare. I remem-
ber not knowing whether to 
laugh or cry after losing a shoe 
in the middle of the crosswalk at 
the intersection of Main and Sa-
lem as I sprinted from my dorm 
to the newsroom, Upper Man-
agement application in hand, 
lungs heaving, eyes stinging, 
Bell Tower threatening to ring 
8 o’clock any second. I remem-
ber the sinking realization upon 
returning from Wednesday cov-
enant, as I plodded up through 
the three-storied darkness of 
the Bancroft stairwell, that I 
still had two articles to edit and 
nearly all my homework ahead 
of me. 

My phone calls home would 
always devolve into arguments 

over Phillipian. My parents told 
me to quit—that it wasn’t worth 
it. I’d sometimes tearfully agree, 
other times angrily dissent. I be-
came trapped again in the pen-
dular rhythm of enthusiasm and 
doubt, of love and hate. Love for 
touching the newsprint pages 
that up until then I had 
only seen on computer 
screens. Hate 
for seeing all 
the other mem-
bers handle their 
work better than I, 
with my glacially-
paced work habits, 
ever could. Love for 
the indestructible 
bonds I formed 
with my fellow 
editors. Hate 
for the sleep-
less nights. 
Love for 
the con-
fidence 
I had 

gained 
from sur-
viving interviews with reluctant 
faculty, from yelling at a few of 
those editors, from realizing 
that I knew news—and that, 
at least within the walls of our 
basement sanctum, my knowl-
edge mattered a lot. Hate for the 
paper as an escape from work. 
Love for the paper as an escape 
from work. 

When my time in the news-
room was almost up, I called my 
mom during one of my last late-
night treks back to my dorm, la-
menting the arrival of the end. 
This time she asked a new ques-
tion. Did I regret anything? 

I thought back to the all-too-
familiar weariness that was set-
ting in even then and hesitated 
before speaking. “You know 
people who climb Mt. Ever-
est? That’s what they dedicate 
their lives to. They give up their 
whole selves and more for one 
absolutely crazy goal. They 
lose themselves to that pursuit. 
Mom, I’ll never climb Mt. Ever-
est. But Phillipian gave me a 

taste of what’s it’s like to make 
sacrifices for something you’re 
not even sure will be worth it 
but believe in regardless.” No, 
I did not have any regrets. Un-
sure whether I could do it again, 
maybe, and a little embarrassed 
that I had just compared work-
ing on my high school paper 
to summiting earth’s highest 
mountain, but no regrets.

As my time at Andover has 
melted from last months into 
last weeks and days, I have real-
ized that much of my reminisc-

ing has been filtered through 
the rose-colored lenses of hind-
sight. With my time on the paper 
well behind me, I find myself 
glorifying how difficult it was. I 
still don’t have any regrets, but 
it’s important to remember it 
wasn’t glamorous.

Seeing the first rays of the 
sun peek above the hori-

zon left me hollow, not 
proud. The taste of 

black coffee at 

three in 
the morn-
ing was 

nauseatingly 
bitter, not re-

invigorating. All-
nighters were mind-

numbingly lonely, not 
triumphant, as I’ve made them 

out to be on more than one oc-
casion. Not finding that balance 
that had concerned me four 

years ago acquainted me with 
the depths of exhaustion.

But it was also not finding 
that balance that pushed me to 
see what I could achieve when I 
dared to take a risk, absconding 
from my comfort zone. Allowed 
me to find out just how resilient 
I could be. Showed me what it 
meant to be in a family with 20 
something other high schoolers 
bound not by blood but by ink 
and Sprite, sweat and tears. 

These realizations justified 
my sleep-deprived stumble 
through Andover, the additional 
stress brought by my 35-hour 
sixth class. Perhaps if it had been 
less difficult, that Thursday mo-
ment when the newsroom rush 
finally sputtered to a stop to 
watch the paper being upload-
ed—page-by-page, against the 
blare of Adele—wouldn’t have 
been so acutely satisfying. Had 
there not been so many scrapes 
and tears, my relationships with 
my fellow editors wouldn’t have 
been so genuinely raw. Had the 
paper not demanded so much of 
me, I wouldn’t have screamed so 
loud for it back at the club rally, 
four years later. 

At Andover, I moved to an 
incessant, push-and-pull, back-
and-forth, pendular rhythm. I 
lived in an equilibrium that was 
dynamic, not static—a different 
kind of balance, one less stable, 
one infinitely more fulfilling. 
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Connie Cheng is a four-year Se-
nior from Milpitas, CA, and the 
Executive Editor for The Phillip-
ian CXXXV.

When my time in the 
newsroom was almost 
up, I called my mom 

during one of my 
last late-night treks 
back to my dorm, 

lamenting the arrival 
of the end.

For many nights at the begin-
ning of my year and change at 
The Phillipian, I jumped on a

rickety bicycle and sped back 
to Taylor as quickly as I could. 

The bike’s frantically spinning 
gears were more than enough to 
devour the silence, to mask the 
beauty that I, an over-tired and 
over-motivated rider, was rush-
ing past. I didn’t even know what 
I had been missing.

Somewhere along the way, An-
dover persuaded me to stop rid-
ing my bike. I didn’t have the

will within me to steer those 
loose handlebars across campus, 
and the pedals had started to fall 
off, so I just got off and walked.

I started to appreciate the 
power and grace of the night 
through which I was passing.

For what its worth, I know 
now what you couldn’t have con-
vinced me of fours years ago as

I drove towards the Bell Tower 
and “smart people Latin” and the 
boathouse and the newsroom 
and Tucker House and Taylor 
Hall and immaturity and a slow 
trek through a bright and dark 
night.

The fastest way to do some-
thing is often not the best.

Sam Green is a four-year Se-
nior from New York, NY, and the 
Editor in Chief of The Phillipian 
CXXXV.

Sam Green
continued from b1

I would, and I wouldn’t have 
to worry. Sometime within the 
next year or so, I would find a 
beautiful girl to be my girlfriend, 
and everything would be peachy. 
Life was a cakewalk from here, 
I mean, I had just bested middle 
school. Who could stop me now?

    But I stood there in my garage 
three years and some months 
later, wishing I had taken easier 
classes so I could have gotten bet-
ter grades, wishing I had audi-
tioned for a play instead of been 
junior rep, wishing I had done 
better college-wise, and still, very 
much so without a girlfriend (but 
still hopeful, ladies). The song 
reached its refrain for a second 
time, “you can’t always get what 
you want.”

Okay! I get it Mick Jagger. You 
don’t have to rub it in. Maybe 
things didn’t really work out for 
me the way that I wanted. I shut 
the trunk and walked with the 
things inside my house. I placed 
the costumes down on the table 
and went back to the garage to get 
my backpack from the car. The 
song was, obviously, still playing. 
I picked up my backpack from 
the passenger’s side and thought 
back to the show. We had done 
well, I thought. The second show 
we added a last scene that was 
mostly improvised and it had 
gone over quite smoothly, so I felt 
pretty good. I was sad though, 
because that had been my last 
big show with Under the Bed, a 
group that has been such an im-
portant part of my life. I learned 
how to really trust people, which 
you ought to be able to do if you 
need to be able to walk out onto 
a stage without a script with said 
people or just say “with them”?. 
These people had taken me in and 

made me one of their own. When 
I left, I would miss that.

I would miss a lot of things. 
I would miss not studying for 
tests because I was down in 
the newsroom during covenant 
working on Features (which re-
ally means annoying everyone 
else in the room in any way pos-

sible). I would miss all of the 
great teachers I had, who had 
taught me more than the grades 
I got on their tests (that I didn’t 
study for) indicated. I would miss 
my friends, who stayed up to talk 
with me while I procrastinated 
on papers and always knew that 
I would do fine wherever I went 
next year. I would miss Under 
the Bed, giving speeches and try-
ing my best to make people laugh 
whenever I could.

Mick Jagger came back again 
for the third time, “You can’t al-
ways get what you want. You 
can’t always get what you want. 
You can’t always get what you 
want. But if you try sometime, 
you just might find, you get what 
you need.” Maybe I hadn’t gotten 
what I wanted, but I had gotten 
what I needed. And I was gonna 
miss those things. So, I guess, 
thanks for that Andover.

Hemang Kaul
continued from b1

Hemang Kaul is a four-year Se-
nior from Andover, Mass, and the 
School President.

I would miss Under 
the Bed, giving 
speeches and 

trying my best to 
make people laugh 
whenever I could.

Somewhere along 
the way, Andover 

persuaded me to stop 
riding my bike. 

As my time at Andover 
has melted from 

last months into last 
weeks and days, I have 
realized that much of 
my reminiscing has 

been filtered through 
the rose-colored 

lenses of hindsight. 

NUMBER 14

Had there not been 
so many scrapes and 

tears, my relationships 
with my fellow editors 
wouldn’t have been so 

genuinely raw. 

K. PELLEY/THE PHILLIPIAN



Sunday, June 9, 2013. White 
dresses, blue striped An-
dover ties, red roses. A 

bagpipe procession followed by 
flags from every represented 
country—“Youth From Every 
Quarter.” Academic regalia and 
blue-leather diplomas, affirming 
the excellence of the Academy. 
Glorious weather, gentle breeze, 
grass manicured and laundered 
for weeks. Perfection.

This is Commencement, the 
beginning of the end, that ven-
erated state we all aspired to 
reach that brands us as Andover 
forever. 

Even before I stepped foot 
on Andover’s campus in 2009, 
I was overwhelmed by the pic-
turesque scenes of this school 
emblazoned on the pages of 
its catalogues: the fall foliage 
of elm trees, SamPhil illumi-
nated by a setting sun, and the 
Armillary Sphere crowning the 
Great Lawn. Oh, and the grass. 
I thought I was special—I was 
going to Andover, the crème de 
la crème of high school experi-
ences. For the little, shy girl in 
purple wire-frame glasses from 
Hong Kong, the Academy and 
its seemingly flawless students 
became an idealized state of be-
ing.

My arrival at Andover was ev-
erything but that. Thrown into 
a tailspin, I wandered through 
Andover lost. I was incredibly 
homesick, waking up in a fit of 
panic most mornings. Closing 
myself off, I couldn’t get past 
a superficial relationship with 
anyone. I decided that if noth-
ing changed by Thanksgiving, 

I would leave, and by Parents 
Weekend in October, I was 
ready to. 

Yet through some miracle, 
Andover clicked. I discovered 
Russian and with it a boisterous 
teacher and a passion. I found 
my faculty mentor who sup-
ported me and continued to do 
so for the next four years. Sit-
ting on the Hale trail with my 
friends one evening, I noticed 
that the fall could be even more 
beautiful than catalogues cap-

tured. This was the real Ando-
ver, I thought, resolved to erase 
these three months from my 
mind.

For three years, I became ad-
dicted to an Andover character-
ized by intensity and success. 
The weather here can change 
from 62 degrees to 39 in a day, 
just as an hour on work soon 
becomes four in an instant, 
and we’re constantly racing 
against the clock to suck out 
every last minute from the 
day. Drawn to those legendary 
classes and teachers, I took Or-
ganic Chemistry after hearing 
it was “killer.” I actively strove 
for a busy schedule—excite-
ment increased as the number 
of colored boxes on my Google 
Calendar doubled, tripled, qua-
drupled.

Like all Andover students, I 

romanticized the lack of sleep, 
eight to six to four to two to zero 
over four years. Seeing how far 
I could push the system and 
myself, if I could go three days 
of sports and classes with less 
than seven hours of sleep in to-
tal, became part of my Andover 
vision. I cherished the moment 
when I accomplished dining on 
the go—balancing a cup of food 
on top of a cup of coffee, eating 
while simultaneously walking 
to class. 

At 5:30 a.m., there is a cer-
tain serenity that sets in. Time 
seems to freeze, the minute-
hand inches along slowly, typ-
ing stops to a click-click-click, 
10 words per minute. Your heart 
stops, your senses grow numb, 
your thoughts ever-more deep. 
You forget you still have four 
pages left to write. But it doesn’t 
matter—you’re in a trance. You 
are living Andover.

For a year, I counted the num-
ber of hours of sleep I got each 
night on one hand and the num-
ber of meals I sat down to in 
Commons (zero in two weeks) 
when I tacked on the identity 
of Managing Editor of The Phil-
lipian CXXXV. As we played 
journalist in my Andover saga, 
I imagined we were the kids in 
the basement who could do it 
all—excel academically, but also 
put out a paper that we believed 
was of impeccable caliber. 

I lived under the veil of a life-
style of extremes. When I was 
happy, I was ecstatic, but when 
I wasn’t, I numbed myself to 
any small failure, I told myself I 
was alright, I told myself I could 
do it. I chose not to address but 
rather to push through and ac-
complish the next task. 

This Spring, a good friend 

asked me if I had ever truly 
failed at anything at Andover. 
I couldn’t answer his ques-
tion. Perhaps I hadn’t had any 
failures, perhaps I had truly 
managed to emulate my idol-
ized state, and I had remained 
as constant as the unchanging 
splendour of this campus. Or 
perhaps, I simply couldn’t admit 
to myself that maybe, I hadn’t 
fulfilled my idealized vision.

Last Winter, I returned from 
vacation utterly down, physi-

cally and mentally exhausted, 
my confidence drained. I lost 
my edge. Instead of a rush of 
adrenaline at the prospect of 
an all-nighter, I grappled with 
a twisting-knot in my stomach 
during the early hours of the 
night. Insomnia seized me and I 
could no longer console myself 
by working more—my rainbow 
calendar filled me with terror. 

The snow-covered Great 
Lawn I had fondly looked out 
onto my freshmen year seemed 
desolate and foreboding; Sam-
Phil stood as a bleak reminder 
of hours upon hours of work. I 
asked myself what being at An-
dover meant. I wanted to walk 
away... and just keep walking.

But I stopped. What pulled 
me back wasn’t the essays or 
falling into my Andover routine 
yet again; it was confiding in my 

house counselors in Day, eating 
cake at two in the morning with 
my friends from freshman year, 
and not working in Silent Study. 
It was descending the basement 
steps of Morse in the darkest 
winter days, where the news-
room’s smell of stale coffee and 
the circle of editors I could trust 
soothed me.

What rescued me Senior win-
ter was precisely what had led 
me to stay at Andover in the first 
place. It was pure and simple 
happiness, from people and pas-
sion, not crafted rigor. It was 
rediscovering my own Andover, 
not the one I envisioned.

It seems that the answer to my 
friend’s question is perhaps that 
I failed to see that I was imper-
sonating an ideal, not existing 
in reality. I forgot how to sit and 
relax, I forgot how to make time 
for myself and read, I forgot how 
to call my parents and update 
them on the little joys I encoun-
tered everyday. I forgot how to 
enjoy life outside the proverbial 
Andover bubble as it progressed 
around me. Dissembling had 
become second nature to me—I 
sacrificed sharing my failures in 
order to embody perfect inten-
sity and capture Andover in all 
its finery.

Years from now, we’ll drive up 
to Andover, the iconic Bell Tower 
looming on the horizon of Route 
28. SamPhil will seem like home, 
the familiar Great Lawn where 
we spent four glorious springs 
will embrace us. We’ll stand 
where once stood in a circle that 
Sunday in June... Perfection? 
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Nicole Ng
managing editor cxxxv

Ideals and Illusions

Nicole Ng is a four-year Senior 
from Hong Kong and a Manag-
ing Editor for The Phillipian 
CXXXV.

For three years, I 
became addicted 

to an Andover 
characterized by 

intensity and success. 

I asked myself what 
being at Andover 

meant. I wanted to 
walk away... and just 

keep walking.

I didn’t want to fill out 
my CXXXV application. I re-
ally didn’t. Before I became a 

Sports Associate for The Phillip-
ian, I had considered the possibil-
ity of applying for Upper Manage-
ment, but after actually seeing the 
editors in the newsroom, I decid-
ed that it wasn’t for me. The lack 
of sleep, the redlines, the work-
ing tirelessly for something that 
earned you no tangible reward. 
That wasn’t Greg. No, Greg was 
a happy day student who did his 
homework and then went to bed 
at a reasonable hour. I liked my 
classes, especially math and Latin, 
but I wasn’t crazy. I was normal.

From what I remember, I 
spent my weekend filling out the 

application because I figured 
I might regret it later if I never 
tried. I still couldn’t see myself 
as a “crazy Upper Management 
editor” but figured my Upper 
year wasn’t a good time to start 
backing down from challenges.

Two weeks later in February, 
I started as a Managing Edi-

tor and, as is always the case, I 
saw my schedule, priorities and 
sleep cycle immediately change. 
The Wednesday night of my first 
week on CXXXV, I slept almost 
two hours fewer than I had ever 
slept in my life. Free periods 
were no longer for watching 
SportsCenter in Susie’s, they 
were for finishing my English 
reading. Saturday afternoons I 
couldn’t hang out at home, I had 
to do a Latin translation so that 
I could redline the paper during 
board meeting on Sunday.

I became crazy just like the 
editors I had seen before me, and 
just like the ones I was working 
with. Rather instantly, I got ad-
dicted to the feeling of testing 
my body’s limits and still getting 
my classwork done. Crazy be-
came completely normal.

My favorite memories of 
CXXXV were the most intense 
ones. I lived for moments like 
Arts Commencement, State of 
the Academy or the Thursdays 
when the puzzles pieces of 
Sports layout refused to fit to-
gether. The times when we had 
to work at maximum efficiency 
running solely on caffeine for 
hours straight to make a dead-
line and break a story—those 
were the best times. In the heat 
of the moment, perfectly align-
ing every single pie graph or ex-
actly filling every page was more 
important to us than having 
enough time to study for a his-
tory quiz, even if it meant stay-
ing up late for the fourth night 
in a row.

Before The Phillipian, before 
Andover, I thought “normal” 
meant just what the diction-

ary said: the average. Someone 
whose interests and personal-
ity were completely middle-
ground. That’s who I thought 
I was, and in many ways, that’s 
who I strived to be. Now, I’m 
not really sure that person exists 

anywhere. “Normal,” I’ve dis-
covered, is not a defined char-
acteristic, but an abstract con-
cept that morphs and changes 
throughout the experiences that 
one has.

As we approached the end of 
our term on The Phillipian, ev-
eryone in the newsroom worried 
about what life above the base-
ment of Morse would be like. 
“It’s going to be so weird having 
that much time.” “What am I go-
ing to do with myself?” We were 
crazy, and we didn’t know if we 
could make the transition back.

And yet here we are, in Senior 
Spring. My schedule covered in 
free periods and my chair set up 
on the lawn, I’m relaxing like 
everyone else (still addicted to 
coffee, though). When I started 
the spring, I was strangely dis-
appointed to see that I was actu-
ally enjoying myself, that my ad-
diction to intensity wasn’t really 

an addiction. Just as in February 
2012, normal became working 
nonstop, this April normal be-
came tenni-golf and the Great 
Lawn.

But even in the spring, even in 
this “paradise” so different from 
12 months ago, I still see signs of 
the self that I’ve just described 
as crazy. Facing a test or essay 
that’s going to keep me up late, 
I look not despairingly, but ro-
mantically at a night that brings 
me back to the times when we 
had to do that every night. In 
“The Courant,” the last club I 
was ever involved in, I took on 
as much work as I could, despite 
my lowly status as a Layout Edi-
tor, just to get an inkling of that 
intensity that we once had.

Of course, there are also the 
people, whom I probably should 
have mentioned by now. Turn-
over couldn’t take away the 
friendships I’ve made with edi-
tors who, if not for The Phillip-
ian, I never would have talked 
to. The late night Chipotle runs, 
the silly newsroom parties and 
the long hours working right 
alongside each other have cre-
ated some of the strongest bonds 
I’ve ever had (and even got me a 
prom date).

In an ever-changing experi-
ence like an Andover career, 
time quickly and suddenly takes 
something off in the distance, 
a seemingly impossible future, 
and turns it into a very normal 
reality. As I write this reflection, 
Commencement is that loom-
ing future. It seems crazy, just 
as crazy as Upper Management 
seemed last year, that it’s actu-
ally going to happen. We’ll get 

our diplomas in the circle on the 
Great Lawn and never again step 
foot on this campus as Andover 
students. The Class of 2013 will 
move on and embrace new and 
completely different challenges.

I hope that, like the changes 
I’ve gone through, everything 
will become normal. Not the 
normal that means average or 
common, the one that means fa-
miliar and comfortable.

But I also hope that we’ll keep 
that bit of Andover student in us 
that got us through this place. 
That appreciation of intensity, 
those cultivated friendships and 
that desire to explore the un-
usual, because the unusual can 
quickly turn into the usual.

Maybe I’ll still be a little 
scared to finish that applica-
tion, or go to that interview or 
do anything else with a full and 

dedicated commitment to some-
thing completely foreign. But at 
least now, I know that no matter 
what, things will even out.

Unfamiliar Normalcy 
Greg Cameron

managing editor cxxxv

Greg Cameron is a four-year 
Senior from Reading, MA, and 
Managing Editor for The Phillip-
ian CXXXV.

The Wednesday night 
of my first week on 

CXXXV, I slept almost 
two hours fewer than 
I had ever slept in my 

life. 

I became crazy just 
like the editors I had 
seen before me, and 

just like the ones I was 
working with. 

But I also hope that 
we’ll keep that bit of 

Andover student in us 
that got us through 

this place. 

S. JAMIR, K. LEZINE, J. SALVO/THE PHILLIPIAN



Whenever I ascended 
the 15 steps of that 
dark stairwell in 

Morse, there was always that 
sharp inhalation, the shock of the 
cold breeze filling my lungs after 
hours immersed in the coffee-sat-
urated air of the newsroom below. 
In the immensity of those weekly 
midnight walks back to the Quads 
from The Phillipian newsroom—
my covenant walks—Andover was 
devastatingly silent and beautiful: 
the main quad devoid of students, 
the flag pole glowing golden un-
der the lamp post lights. Ampli-
fied by the enormous absence of 
sound, my footfalls echoed along 
the path as I journeyed across the 
still campus.

Time, freed from the rhythm of 
Andover life, stretched infinitely 
into the night as I walked onward. 
The Bell Tower, its clock hands 
reassuringly frozen in the same 
position every covenant walk, tow-
ered over me. Lit-up by the blazing 
spotlights, it stood immense and 
immovable against the dark sky. 
My house coun-
selor’s three-
year-old son 
always calls 
the roaring 
noise that 
emanates 

from the heart of the Bell Tower 
“the ocean,” but to me it was al-
ways more of a deep, steady, hum—
unchangeable and imperturbable. 
I would always stop walking after 
crossing Main Street and look for 
the Big Dipper. Trying to find that 
constellation every covenant walk 
was my secret ritual, my way of 
finding an anchor in this vast, un-
moving moment in time.

And then I would tumble back 
down the stairs of Morse, back 
down to the newsroom, where we 
lived a degree removed from real-
ity. We editors shut the only win-
dow for fear of frogs and leaves 
invading the tiny space and cut 
off our air supply and communi-
cation with the rest of the world. 
Under the pretense that there was 
no cellphone service down in the 
basement, we ignored calls from 

teachers, friends and parents 
(sorry, Mom and Dad) and in-
stead drowned ourselves in cof-
fee, newsprint and editing.

Time ebbed and flowed dif-
ferently down in the news-
room: the pressure of the im-
pending deadline made living 
in the present a necessity. To 

look back at the past—the Bio 
560 test that I left mostly blank, 
the Technicolor sunny after-
noons on the Great Lawn—re-

quired a destabilizing loss of mo-
mentum and an introspection for 
which I lacked the time and the 
energy. We locked the bundles of 

the previous week’s Phil-
lipian away 

in the stockroom and tried to clear 
the Commons plates and old gal-
leys from the center table to make 
space for the chaos of the week to 
come. The moment to send off the 
paper always came too quickly; 
hours of editing and building lay-
out collapsed into a single instant 
and just like that CXXXV had hung 
another front page on the news-
room wall.

Sometimes, I vaguely wondered 
what would happen to us when we 
emerged from the basement after 
our tenure at the paper ended. I 
imagined our eyes, accustomed to 
the dull glare of the fluorescents, 
squinting in the morning sun, 
and our veins, drained of caffeine, 
pumping normally once more. (For 
the record: I still drink just as much 
coffee.)

But I was always pulled back by 
the immediacy of the newsroom—
the ever-looming deadline, the 
powerful cascade of sensations and 
emotions that left little room for 
outside concerns and duties. There 
was the satisfying softness of the 
finished newsprint in my hands 
every Friday, but more importantly 
there was always the newsroom 
and my family of editors.

Together we shared meals and 
single-handedly kept the North 
Andover branch of Chipotle in 
business; we squabbled like sib-

lings about what music to blast, 
what pizza to order, how to deco-
rate our fake two-foot tall Christ-
mas tree. We mourned each other’s 
failed quizzes and we lived each 
other’s successes as our own; we 
threw surprise birthday parties for 

ourselves and for the paper.

I could always run down those 
stairs and curl up in that beige 
newsroom recliner, surrounded by 
the warmth of the people I loved, 
united by the sense of purpose and 
duty we had to the paper and to one 
another. And above it all there was 
that illusion of permanence, that 
these experiences were mine to 
have and to love forever.

But as much as I pretended or 
believed that I would never have 
to leave, I couldn’t avoid the inevi-
tability of our departure. A year, in 
the newsroom or otherwise, is still 
a distinct, linear unit of time with a 
beginning and an end. Senior Win-
ter forced me to imagine the news-
room without our board, to shatter 
the illusion of timelessness and ac-
knowledge that it had never really 
existed.

I had to reflect, exhume the 
memories buried under months of 
sleeplessness and figure out how 
to condense everything into some-
thing that would hold its shape 
when I left the newsroom for the 
last time. I scrambled to gather the 
mess of newsprint, belongings and 
memories that I had scattered over 
the course of our year in the base-
ment.

Desperate to remember it all, we 
tried to recreate and document the 
entirety of our newsroom experi-
ence, and we began to do things 
solely for the sake of being able to 
say later that we had done them 
in the newsroom. I distinctly re-
member making a point of chew-
ing gum for the first time on our 
very last night in the newsroom—a 
bathetic attempt to make a “first” 
out of something that was so obvi-
ously final. We desperately wrote 
our names all over the newsroom 
walls in indelible black Sharpie ink 
to leave behind some kind of epi-
taph, and we held newsroom photo 
shoots so that later we would have 
evidence that we had been there, 
that we had lived there.

And when we finally climbed 
up the stairs for the last time, we 
left behind a mountain of personal 
belongings for the new editors to 
curate, reminders of our presence. 
I left my rain boots down there for 
weeks after I departed (an oddly 
prophetic gesture, since the news-
room flooded a few weeks after 
turnover) until the new board fi-
nally threw them out.

Senior Spring, the cameras were 
everywhere. Every moment had 
to be captured and catalogued so 
that we could pull out the photo-
graphs months and years later to 
remind ourselves of what it had 
been like, to revive the sensations 
of our Andover experiences—to 

see it there, this I lived. We went 
out on the Great Lawn to experi-
ence the promised land of Senior 
Spring but also to show that we 
had been there. We went down to 
Pomps Pond, played tennigolf and 
held reunions for every single orga-
nization we’d ever been a part of—
newsrooms, friends we had fallen 
out of touch with, study groups for 
classes we were glad we were no 
longer taking—fashioning an An-
dover that now existed solely in our 
memories.

A few weeks ago, I went into Bos-
ton with my English class to see an 
evening production of the Shake-
speare play we were reading. After 
the final curtain had fallen and the 
actors had taken their bows, we 
began the drive back to Andover. 
It was well after final sign-in when 
we pulled up at the library circle 
and I started to walk back to the 
Quads alone. Under the soft bril-

liance of the Bell Tower spotlights, 
the grass seemed impossibly soft, 
the campus infinite in its potential. 
In the colossal, echoing silence, the 
fragrance of crushed cherry leaves 
filled the air.

It’s my covenant walk again, but 
different, more nostalgic, more 
tragically ephemeral in its beauty, 
an accident of time, space and sen-
sation that is simultaneously un-
forgettable and unphotographable. 
The Bell Tower roars on, but its 
stark white shape is shakier some-
how, more silhouette than material 
object. I look up at the Big Dipper 
and the starry, ink-blue sky and 
walk on through my memory of 
Andover. 
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The Bell Tower 
roars on, but its 

stark white shape is 
shakier somehow, 

more silhouette than 
material object. 

Maia Hirschler
front page editor cxxxv

I Swear It Was Infinite

 Trying to find that 
constellation every 

covenant walk was my 
secret ritual, my way 
of finding an anchor 

in this vast, unmoving 
moment in time.

Maia Hirschler is a three-year 
Senior from New York, NY, and 
the Front Page Editor for The 
Phillipian CXXXV.

I now know 
something much more 
important than what 
I want to be—I know 
the kind of person I 

want to be.
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O ver the past 
few weeks, I 
have written 

this first sentence 
over and over. I’ve 

started out with 
the personal anec-

dotes and punchy 
sentences, but 
somehow, none 
of them have 
worked. How 
do you write 
the beginning 
to something 
that you’re so 
afraid to end?

I came to 
Andover in 
September of 
2009, 14 years 
old and awe-
struck by the 
cliche, prep-
school, mani-
cured lawns 
and the red 
brick build-

ings and yes, 
the 24/7 fro-

yo machines 
in Commons. I 
knew I wanted to 
be successful—the 
kind that comes 

with money and 
p r e s t i g e — a n d 
I knew ex-
actly how I 
was going to 
get there—
good grades, 
r e s p e c t a b l e 
clubs, com-
munity service 

projects, inten-
sive summer pro-

grams. I thought 
I had it all planned 

out. And I had—since the 
fourth grade, actually.

So why did I come to An-
dover? For a variety of rea-
sons, I suppose, and you can 
read all 

about them in the glossy bro-
chures and on the Andover 
website. But now, looking 
back, I think was drawn to 
Andover for another reason—
something I didn’t voice at the 
time because it seemed so ri-
diculous. You know that feel-

ing when you finish writing 
an essay or sculpting a piece 
of artwork and it seems per-
fect, but just isn’t quite right? 
You stare at it frustratedly for 
hours on end, trying to find 
the flaw, but you just can’t 
quite put your finger on it? 
Well, that’s how I felt before 
coming to Andover and some-
how, I had it in my mind that 
I would find the missing piece 
of the puzzle here. That’s all 
I needed—the finishing touch 
on my beautiful plan.

You know what they say 
about the best laid plans? 
Well, they’re right. Things be-
gan to fall apart that first term. 
In the midst of the excitement 
that was novelty and awe, mo-
ments of isolating self-doubt 
punctured the mind. Some-
times, Andover is lonely. They 
never tell you that. There are 
moments when the vibrant 
fullness of Den runs and laps 
in the library fade away and 
you’re sitting alone in your 
desk chair—rocking back and 
forth in that annoying way 
that Andover desk chairs do—
until you tip back to that very 
farthest point where it feels 
as if you’re about to fall over. 
Your breath catches and panic 
sets in. You are so, so lost in 
this place that seems unaware 
of your struggle.

But that’s why the best laid 
plans go to waste. There is no 
way to plan for disappoint-
ment. There is no way to pre-
pare f o r 

feelings of hopelessness or 
frustration. That’s the thing I 
hadn’t anticipated: that Ando-
ver wouldn’t give me the last 
piece of the puzzle, and in-
stead, would give me the first 
piece to a new one.

We all have crossroads. 
Those defining moments 
when we are forced to make 
choices that pull us in vastly 
different directions. Fresh-
man winter was mine. Gone 
was the ten-year plan and all I 
had was a place to start and no 
map to guide me.

Over the next four years, 
and in some very unexpected 
ways, Andover handed me 
piece by piece of the puzzle. 
It handed me one when Mr. 
Henningsen, my History 100 
teacher, crossed out every-
thing in my introductory para-
graph but the thesis statement 
and wrote, “is this necessary?” 
and I learned to let go of what 
I thought I had needed, but 
didn’t anymore. It handed me 
one when I learned how to 
listen to others and in turn, 
recognize that my experience 
wasn’t the only valid one. It 
handed me one when I found 
myself in the coxswain seat 
of a crew boat, a part of the 
team. It handed me one when 
I joined The Phillipian, giving 
me another family and a sense 
of purpose, Perhaps, this was 
the biggest piece of all.

Week after week, we cov-
ered story after story and ed-
ited article after article. Bar-
bara Chase. Hurricane Sandy. 
The presidential election. The 
paper has witnessed it all and 
will continue to do so long af-
ter the cigar smoke dissolves 
and our footprints disappear 
from the Great Lawn. But the 
newsroom witnessed more 
than that. It witnessed a group 
of strangers forming a family. 
It witnessed a group of teen-
agers coming of age. It wit-
nessed us at our lowest lows 
and highest highs. More im-
portantly, we witnessed it all 
too. We became a shoulder to 
cry on when the work seemed 

insurmountable. We became 
the person to celebrate with 
when an election was won. We 
became the person to debate 
with over editorial topics. In 
turn, we became the crier, the 
rejoicer and the opponent. We 
could do so because we trust-
ed each other in the way that 
only comes from knowing that 
the person next to you just 
gets it, you know?

In between the pages of 
newsprint, we found some-
thing to believe in. We learned 
what it meant to uphold the 
integrity of the paper. We 
learned how to make deadline. 
Time seemed to stand still as 
we escaped from reality to the 
newsroom every night.

Bit by bit, a new picture 
slowly started forming. It’s 
funny how I’m more unsure of 
what I’ll end up doing than I 
was four years ago. Unlike my 
14 year-old self, however, I’m 
okay with it. I may not know 
what I’ll be doing five years 
from now—maybe it’ll be what 
I had planned all along or 
maybe it’ll be something en-
tirely different—who knows. 
I now know something much 
more important than what I 
want to be—I know the kind of 
person I want to be.

And that was the flaw in 
my old plan. You see, you 
can’t decide where you want 
to end up if you don’t have a 
place to start. You can’t build 
something without a founda-
tion. Sure, the new picture 
isn’t complete yet—not even 
near done—but I have plenty 
of time to get there. We are so 
incredibly young.

So here I am. I’ve made it. 
Today, I’ll put on a white, 
lace dress and walk out to 
the Great Lawn, surrounded 
by family and friends. I won’t 
be nervous. I won’t be afraid. 
I know who I want to be and 
trust that the rest will come 
with time. Andover gave me 
the first pieces—a place to 
start—and I’ll always be grate-
ful.

Andover’s constitution 
states, “Goodness without 
knowledge... is weak and fee-
ble, yet knowledge without 
goodness is dangerous.... Both 
united form the noblest char-
acter and lay the surest foun-
dation of usefulness to man-
kind.” Thank you for giving 
me my foundation, Andover. 
Thank you for giving me my 
Commencement.

Four long years. And now 
I’m here.

What a ride it’s been.
I think back to the nights I’d 

spend working and playing (be-
cause anyone who says we only 
do work down there is lying) 
well past sign-in in the dirty 
basement newsroom that I spent 
the better part of my upper year 
in. Nights when I’d come burst-
ing out the back door of Morse at 
11:58 only to jump onto my bike 
and race back to Stearns to sign 
in on time, arriving redfaced and 
panting to a usually still awake 
Dr. Kane.

Thinking about those nights 
remind me of the days when I’d 
spend every free period I had 
scrambling to catch up on all my 
homework only to realize that I 
had to book it to soccer or base-
ball practice. The bike saved me 
on those days–which were basi-
cally every day–too.

And I remember, of course, 
the time I sat down to research, 
write and turn in my History 310 
paper on a Friday night and had 
to finish it by that Sunday. With 
a 5:00 PM deadline, I hit print 
on my computer at 4:53 and pro-
ceeded to bike my paper from 
Stearns to Mr. Gurry’s house at 
what felt like Mach-3. Sweaty 
and disheveled, I turned it in 
at 4:59, only to turn around and 
speed back to Stearns so that I 
could start my work due Mon-
day.

This all leads me to think back 
on the insanity of the whole 
thing. At times, the level of 
crushing, mind-bending pres-
sure Andover students under-
go seems just ridiculous. This 
school puts kids through the 
proverbial meat grinder, push-
ing them well past their social, 
physical and emotional limits 
almost from day one. And as the 
years wear on, it only gets worse. 
By the time you make it to the 
spring of your upper year you’ve 
seen and experienced more than 

your fair share of emotional 
breakdowns and overwhelming 
feelings of self-doubt and stress 
and sleep deprivation. And the 
hell of it is you know that at any 
point you can make it all stop. 
After all, you’re here by choice. 
If you want to leave, the door is 
there. You can pack up and head 
home at any time. You know 
that, even in the most challeng-

ing moments of doubt and pain 
and frustration–I know I did. 
But if you asked me last year, as 
I was probably speeding by you 
on my bike, why I did what I 
did, why I was willfully putting 
myself through hell, I wouldn’t 
have been able to tell you. I just 
did it.

Now, though, things make a 

little more sense. Senior spring 
is the pause button, the rest from 
the insanity that is every-
thing before it. I now sit on 
the steps outside of the 
library, watching some-
one else zoom by on his 
bike, sweating through 
his shirt and not giv-
ing a damn in pursuit of 
that ethereal dream that 
is success. He doesn’t 
know what he’s riding for, 
can’t define why he’s giving his 
all while he’s losing himself any 
more eloquently than the sim-
ple, ‘because I have to...because 
I want to.’

But really, you ride, I rode, we 
all ride because you know where 
you’re going. Not in the geo-
graphic sense, not in the future 
sense, but rather in the sense 
that you know, deeply, pro-
foundly who you are and what 
you want out of life, what you 
expect from yourself and what 
you’re willing to do to earn it. 
You just don’t yet know that you 
know it. That’s for you to realize 

on the steps. Because Phillipians 
will always keep pedaling, they 
must. For Andover to stand for 
anything, for all the stress and 
pressure and mind-bending, 
soul sucking overwhelming-
ness of this place to make sense, 
they must. And they always will. 
And from the steps looking back, 
you’ll be lifechangingly glad you 
did.

Pedal to the Mettle

Zach Merchant is a four-year 
Senior from Lebanon, PA, and a 
Commentary Editor for The Phil-
lipian CXXXV.

Zach Merchant
merchdog

One Piece at a Time

Senior spring is the 
pause button, the rest 
from the insanity that 
is everything before it.

But now, looking 
back, I think was 

drawn to Andover 
for another reason—

something I didn’t 
voice at the time 

because it seemed so 
ridiculous. 

You know what they 
say about the best laid 

plans? Well, they’re 
right. Things began 

to fall apart that first 
term.

It’s funny how I’m 
more unsure of what 
I’ll end up doing than 
I was four years ago. 
Unlike my fourteen 

year-old self, however, 
I’m okay with it. 

Christiana Nguyen
nuge

Christiana Nguyen is a four-
year Senior from Vancouver WA, 
and a Commentary Editor for 
The Phillipian CXXXV.
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During the end of my 
freshman year, I ven-
tured down to the mythi-

cal basement of Morse to sit in 
on my first board meeting of The 
Phillipian. As I walked into the 
newsroom, I felt like I was in the 
presence of giants. I had idolized 
my editors, Ben and Yuto, for most 
of my freshman year. At the meet-
ing, Ben extended his hand and 
in his typical gregarious manner 
said, “Hello! I’m Ben. This is Yuto. 
We have never met you before, but 
you are our Associate. This nor-
mally doesn’t happen.” I nodded 
earnestly but inside I was think-
ing, please like me! I am as dedi-
cated and normal as my applica-
tion made me out to be! 

The newsroom quickly filled 
up as people continued to file in 
until there were no seats left. Ben 
motioned for me to sit on a mini-
fridge, which teetered precipi-

tously as I settled on 
top of it. I feared the 

fridge would topple 
over, and with it, 
my reputation. The 
meeting continued 

with introductions, 
and it was clear to me 
that not a single per-
son in the room knew 

who I was.
Fast forward to 

swpring break, Senior 
year. I had just fin-

ished reading 
“Privilege” 
by Shamus 
Khan. His 

ideas about ease and privilege at 
boarding school struck me as I 
began reflecting on my time at An-
dover. We descend upon Academy 
Hill wary, nervous, anxious and 
small. In those first few months at 
Andover, freshmen seclude them-
selves to their own kind, enjoying 
their first tastes of freedom, bliss-
fully unaware of the mistakes they 
are making as the new kids. Then 
we grow up. Sometimes, we get 
kicked in the face, but for each of 
us, we accumulate our own unique 
sense of ease by the time we leave 
four years later. The difficult tasks 
we were confronted with fresh-
man year become effortless. 

One Friday night past sign-in 
my Upper fall, I sat in my room 
madly editing the InDesign docu-
ment “Courant Fall 2012-Draft 
4.indd” on my laptop. The two 
EICs were e-mailing me left and 
right with new edits after I sent 
them the third, fourth and fifth 
draft. At that point, I had gotten 
about five hours of sleep between 

two nights as I juggled Upper Year 
(perhaps I had had an in-class 
essay that day? Oh yes. “Heart 
of Darkness”!) with the task of 
creating a work of literary art in 
two days. But I liked aligning text 
and paginating pieces late into 

the night. I lived to see my 
work in print. When you 
find something you just re-
ally love to do, ease comes 

naturally. 
 At Andover, I took joy in the 

process and the people. In the 
newsroom, I watched two Seniors 
banter in French back and forth in 
the Commentary section (“Com-
ment ça va?!”), seeing my photo-
graph as lede photo for the first 
time, lighting up the newsroom 
for the holidays, sleeping on a bus 
back from a trip to DC, and writing 
my History 310 paper on a dead 
Andy Warhol muse in Stu-Pubs. 
At the Addison, my roommate/co-
EIC Veronica and I threw a party 
for the entire school (“Mocktails! 
Hors d’oeuvres!”). In the Student 
Activities office, I worked des-
perately with my peers to come 
up with Friday night activities in 
the den in the Den (“Can’t we just 
invite Swedish House Mafia?”). 
In my room in Paul Revere, with 
its tranquil and solemn view over 
Flagstaff Court, I helped not-so-
innocent Lower girls learn how to 
text boys, celebrate success, and 
deal with disappointment. 

This spring, I gave my Brace 
Scholar presentation on women 
in journalism. I brashly e-mailed 
about 25 different faculty mem-
bers to attend and made the event 
poster my Facebook cover photo. 
That day, the School Room was 
filled with both those who I knew 
well and those I had never talked 
to, students and faculty alike. The 
presentation was easy. This was 
a topic close to my heart. By the 
time I set out to write the script, it 
was all in my head. 

Afterwards, I sat in my room 
and called my dad. When he asked 
me how it went, I started to cry. 
He asked me what I messed up, 
but I couldn’t explain to him ex-
actly why I was crying. I was cry-
ing because I felt like I had just 
given birth, an analogy passed 
around between several CAMD 
and Brace scholars. The project 
felt like a baby I had nurtured 
in my womb for eight months. 
It wasn’t easy but the comple-

tion of the project and its various 
goals imbued me with confidence 
for the next time I embark on such 
a process. Now that it has been 
birthed, I was overwhelmed with 
a sense of completion but also 

greatly saddened by the inevitable 
death of its connection with me. 
At Commencement, I will cry—
not only from pride that I had 
conquered such an overwhelming 
experience and also from sadness 
that I must let it go. 

I am now a Senior. I can walk 
into any Phillipian meeting, re-
gardless of my purpose, sit any-
where I want, and feel at ease. I 
walk into any dining hall and have 
a sense of belonging. I can sit in the 
Den during study hour, 
laugh at myself in 
awkward public 
situations and 
accept Face-
book friend 
r e q u e s t s  
from young-
er students 
whom I have 
never met. 
I still work 
hard and even 
mourned the 

end of my last research paper for 
Econ class. But as a Senior, I em-
brace challenges in the classroom 
that would’ve struck fear in me 
four years ago. 

As I move on to greater and 
better things, I am hesitant but 
optimistic. You see, Andover has 
imbued me with ease, but it has 
only prepared me for Andover. In 
this quintessentially unique jour-
ney, I have learned to thrive, and 
now that I am about to enter a 
new chapter of my life, I wonder, 
will that journey be easy? Most 
likely not. 

Once during emergency cov-
enant my Lower spring, the night 
of the presidential election, I be-
gan the walk back to Abbot cam-
pus at 1 a.m. As I approached the 
Main Street intersection, the traf-
fic lights were blinking red in a 
billow of misty haze. At this early 
hour, the traffic lights became stop 
lights. The scene was ethereal, 
ephemeral, and ominous...blink, 
blink, blink...blink, blink, blink. I 
walked into the fog. What’s next? 

Welcome to my Senior 
Reflection.

This article is my 
contorted college essay. It’s the 
elongated your-soul-in-500-
words-or-less gift-wrapped sub-
mission I always dreamed of and 
never wrote, the metatextual, 
scattered mess that was so self-
aware it was meaningless.

This article is my piece of Phil-
lipian real estate. It’s not like my 
Prefect room in Double Brick 
that I had to give away, but more 
like that tiny signature inscribed 
on the bottom of the old table 
that still lives there today. It’s 
permanent, so long as someone 
remembers that it’s there.

Andover doesn’t allow us too 
much room to sign our names. 
We keep old memorabilia like 
pack rats.  I’ve got four years 
worth of marked up essays and 
Chem tests stockpiled alongside 
CVS receipts and particular his-
tory handouts I had decided long 

ago to reread someday (which 
I won’t).  But how much does 
Andover keep of each of us?  I 
understand why people like to 
buy buildings; it’s nice knowing 
that the place you remember re-
members you too.  I get to keep 
these words, selfishly and maybe 
unselfishly, in the name of tran-
scribing the sum of my four years.

A disclaimer: I’m writing for 
you, but mainly for me.  This ar-
ticle is my attempt at a conversa-
tion with you (the faceless con-
sumer), but I have no problem if 
it falls flat.  It’s hard to keep track 
of very long conversations, like 
this one.  But my Andover has 
been a long conversation too.  It’s 
been a conversation with myself, 

constantly coming back to reeval-
uate what I am doing and why 
(and whether or not it’s really 
worth it); a conversation with my 
peers and teachers, learning, tell-
ing, and being told what I need to 
do to get where I want to go; and 
a conversation with the actual 
page itself on which I work, mus-
tering the commonplace gall to 
face, every single day, the daunt-
ingly blank notepad, a freakishly 
constant reminder that nothing is 
ever automatic—If I want words 
on the page, I damn well better 
put them there myself.

This article is a crass dismissal 
of subtlety and patterning.  I’m 
ditching them in favor of clar-
ity and disarray.  Commence-
ment articles don’t traditionally 
talk the “shock and awe” of ev-
eryday life.  They talk big pic-
ture amazement, and only use 
the little details as synecdoche.  
But in real life, are you, like me, 
sometimes shocked?  A couple 
days ago, I was flipping through 
old stuff (more Andover memo-
rabilia), and I realized I couldn’t 
recognize my own handwriting.   
Flooding the pages of my spine-
less, ratty Gatsby, flitting through 
the sheets and sheets and sheets 
of graying Math and Chinese 
and English and History notes, 
all those lines of MY writing ab-
solutely race through sheer vol-
umes of god knows how much 

useful and interesting and intel-
lectually stimulating material 
I’ve systematically and deliber-
ately launched at my brain piece 
by incremental piece.  Heaven 
forbid, I’ve forgotten most of it.  
But the handwriting itself, the 
way the fine lines of each hap-
hazard alphabet come together, 
is a puzzle to me, simply because 
it didn’t start out four years ago 
the way it has ended up now.  Be-
fore, it was jerky and clumsy, and 
unapologetically skinny.  Now, 
it’s still spiky and angular, but it’s 
tighter, the alphabets closer to-
gether and more evenly formed.

I’m not a big fan of conven-
tion, but I do believe in the need 
for just tribute.  So this article is 

a traditional declaration of love, 
with a modicum of loathing 
thrown in.  I detest those claus-
trophobic times when I didn’t 
even know myself well enough to 
hate myself.  Like that time when 
I sat reading “This is How to Be a 

Writer,” and tore my hair out over 
the idea of ever again putting pen 
to paper.  Or when that half-pint 
of Ben & Jerry’s and I pulled 
two consecutive all-nighters to 
turn out some bad, bad writing, 
which I handed in late after fall-
ing asleep last minute.  I detested 
that.  I’m allowed to detest any-
thing I want.  I could tell you all 
the stories about how I failed and 
got better too, but that isn’t who I 
am at present, so why bother?

But, what about the time 
when… Lower Spring Finals 
Week, we ignored the warnings, 
wore white t-shirts, and went 
for a run on the evening of the 
Springfield Tornado?  We ended 
up sitting by the small waterfall 
in the Sanctuary and watching 
the electric yellow sky blaze sav-
agely above Rabbit Pond.  Or the 
weekday nights when I’d take the 
midnight Covenant walk back 
from The Phillipian.  The cam-
pus was so quiet you could hear 
the constant symphony of tiny, 
grounded bugs.  Once this fall, I 
even ran into a bunny, a thread-
bare chipmunk, and a skunk, all 
on the same night.  Or that sur-
prise Sweet Sixteen they threw 
me in the Common Room (me! a 
surprise party?).  The wall of in-
side jokes Upper year (“where’s 
Grrrracie?!”), and catching my 
freshman sneaking a shower at 3 
a.m. on a Tuesday night.  And for 

Dr. Kane’s English 300, dressing 
up as Wife of Bath, replete with a 
printout of an actual gap-toothed 
smile to hold above my lips.  
Nothing I wore was mine but the 
bright red Underarmor.

Forgive this outpouring of tra-
ditional shout-outs please; you 
can chalk it up to a loss of control 
because I’ve betrayed my original 
intent.  Still, I can’t help it that 
this past winter, we drove up the 
wrong lane en route to the mall.  
Or that letter from my communi-
ty service pen pal, telling me that 
every day ought to be a furry day.  
And the late nights, and early 
mornings, when we were just too 
funny to function.  Pass on the 
coffee though, because that isn’t 
my Andover.

This article isn’t me.  It isn’t 
any sort of window into Andover.  
And most importantly, this isn’t 
gratitude.  I wondered for a while 
whether or not a “thank you” has 
a place in a Commencement re-
flection.  I know it’s polite, but 
oh Andover, I think we’re past 
formalities.  I’d hate anything I 
write to be trite or redundant, or 
worse, perfunctory.  Succumb-

ing to sentimentality is my post-
Andover nightmare (part some 
sort of anti-zeitgeist inheritance/
PTSD?), so I’m leaving this arti-
cle untarnished and unpolished, 
leaving it only the strung-togeth-
er odds and ends of discombobu-
lated sentiment.  And if I were to 
say thanks, how would I know if 
I’m ready yet to mean it as truly 
as I may in 60 years?  How can I 
know exactly what I’m thanking 
you for?  I won’t say it then.

I’ve only said what I meant.

This Is
Raeva Kumar 

that’s so raeva!

Raeva Kumar is a four-year Se-
nior from Poughquag, NY, and a 
Commentary Editor for The Phil-
lipian CXXXV.

I get to keep these 
words, selfishly and 
maybe unselfishly, 

in the name of 
transcribing the sum 

of my four years.

I could tell you all the 
stories about how I 

failed and got better 
too, but that isn’t who 

I am at present, so 
why bother?

This article isn’t me.  
It isn’t any sort of 

window into Andover.  
And most importantly, 

this isn’t gratitude.  

Climb Every Stairwell

Sometimes, we get 
kicked in the face, 

but for each of us, we 
accumulate our own 
unique sense of ease 
by the time we leave 

four years later.

In this 
quintessentially 

unique journey, I have 
learned to thrive, and 

now that I am about to 
enter a new chapter of 
my life, I wonder, will 
that journey be easy?

Jing Qu is a four-year Senior 
from Lincolnshire, IL, and Direc-
tor of Production for The Phillip-
ian CXXXV.

Jing Qu 
 director of production 
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Bye, Molly,” my mom whis-
pered on that fateful first 
day of Andover.	

“Hello, MJ!” Mrs. Strong and 
Rev, my first house counselors, 
cried in unison as I ascended 
the stairs to my room in Double 
Brick.

“Finis Origine Pendet,” they all 
said. Students, faculty, adminis-
trators, parents and soon we, the 
newest elements thrust into this 
educational experiment, chant-
ed this mantra. The warning was 
clear: Make this moment count. 
The next four years depend on 
this time, right now.

Never was a name so impor-
tant as it was the next two days, 
the first two days of my life at 
Andover. Orientation was a flur-
ry of name games and five sec-
ond conversations in which you 
learned the name, hometown 
and dorm of your new classmate. 
White stickers littered tables 
across campus with pens wait-
ing patiently to help all the new 
students brand themselves with 
a name and a place. The stick-
ers were our first Andover Test. 
Who are you? No more than four 
words, please.

I seized the moment. I 
strode up to those tables, 
grabbed a pen and scribbled 
“MJ ENGEL. FOX POINT, 
WI.” Each new nametag 
presented me with a blank 
slate, one that I could color 
with different shades of me. 
I took those pens and con-
structed an identity.

At home, I was Molly. I 
was the girl who lived on 
the corner between the 
church and the train tracks. 
I was a constant presence 
in our town’s theatre 
and courts, memorizing 
lines and strategies to 

win the games of act-
ing and of tennis.  My 

family was the only 
one out of 400 that 
was a color other 
than white—my 
brother and I were 

deemed “exotic” by 
my classmates who 

had never lived in a com-
munity other than our white 

gold gilded suburbia. Our house-
hold was the one that was noisy 
at night, the sounds of breaking 
glass and my mother’s screams 
rising just above the pitch of the 
train whistle. Then, it was all too 
silent, the church bells invading 
our hollow house on the hour, 

with my mother noiselessly 
crunching through her salad, my 
brother and I picking at our rice, 
and my father’s seat empty. In 
between the clanging of the bells 
I swore I could hear his deep 
belly laugh and smell a whiff of 
his cologne. Once the bells were 
done, the silence reset, and our 
family carried on.

But here, I was MJ. With a 
short stroke of the pen, I erased 
the bell tolls that had marked 
the beat of my existence before 
Andover. I wiped away the the-
atre, the salad, the rice and the 
silence. Here, none of that mat-
tered. I became MJ, the girl with 
an ever-present smile, ready to 
take on the next four years. I 
was MJ the overcommitted, the 
stressed out, the ecstatic and the 
survivor.

MJ didn’t know Molly, and 
if she did, she would not have 
wanted to be friends with her. 
Molly was a ghost, a shadow, 
while MJ was the living, breath-
ing body living through each day. 
These two identities were en-
tirely separate, the fear of them 
crossing paths forever repelling 
them from one another.

Until that fateful day that 
when the Andover Experiment 
did something unexpected: it in-
serted Molly back into the equa-
tion.

It was Upper Fall, Thanksgiv-
ing break. The very night my 
plane glided onto the runway 
home, one of my closest child-
hood friends got into a car and 
never returned. The chaotic 
cacophony of shattering glass, 

screeching wheels and end-
less sirens created a soundtrack 
that hauntingly played on re-
peat. The image of the sea of 
tear-soaked, red-rimmed eyes 
that could barely look at me as I 
stood at the front of the temple 
and mumbled out meaningless 
words of love and loss was for-
ever seared into my mind.

When I arrived back at Ando-

ver, the careful, careful balance 
I had struck between MJ and 
Molly was irrevocably broken. I 
walked through the halls of GW, 
took tests, wrote papers and ate 
meals not in Andover but at that 
spot in the front of the temple. 
When my friends tried to talk 
to me, I did not hear them, but 
instead replayed the screech of 
tires and the sobs of the child-
less mother over and over. For 
the rest of the term, it was Molly 
who was at Andover. It was Mol-
ly who relived the events of that 
night everyday. And Molly didn’t 

tell anyone about it. Mol-
ly was alone.

But Molly could not 
stay alone for very long. 
She had to go through 
the motions of Andover, 
forcing MJ to come back, 
slowly but surely, intro-
ducing my two identities 
to each other for the first 
time. Instead of the seis-
mic clash I had anxiously 
anticipated, MJ and Molly 
blended together quite 
easily. Perhaps the two 
were not as different as I 
had originally thought.

The separation and 
then forced unification 
of my two identities 
marked my transition 
from someone des-
perate for a fresh 
start to someone 
for whom a fresh 
start was an im-
possible reality. 
If my hours spent 
in Sam Phil have 
taught me anything, 
it is that context is es-
sential. My frantic attempt 
to construct a contextless iden-
tity eventually fell apart. The 
blank slate I had fantasized 
about simply did not exist. Blank 
slates will always have marks of 

the past.
The reason for this reconcilia-

tion was tragic but the meaning 
is hopeful. My constructed arti-
ficial identity never took into ac-
count that Molly’s presence was 
strong from the very beginning. 
While I tried so hard to build 
and then to play the role of MJ, 
it took that fateful Thanksgiv-
ing Break to remind me that my 
roots will always be in the bell 
chimes, the train whistle, and 
my family’s silence. That much 
is certain. The rest is still un-
known.
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Double Identity
MJ Engel

rooted

MJ Engel is a four-year Senior 
from Foxpoint, WI. and School 
Executive Secretary.

I became MJ, the girl 
with an ever-present 

smile, ready to take on 
the next four years.

The blank slate I 
had fantasized about 
simply did not exist. 

Blank slates will 
always have marks of 

the past.

My frantic attempt 
to construct a 

contextless identity 
eventually fell apart. 

For much of my Phillips 
Academy career, I would 
hear former Headmaster 

Barbara Chase and former Dean of 
Admissions Jane Fried  repeatedly 
tell us something like this: ‘If you 
want to get accepted to Andover, 
you have to be nice, you have to 
be nice, and you have to be nice.’ I  
only wish this were the case.

For me, freshman fall was 
one of the closest experiences 
I’ve had to hell on Earth. I have 
always been a shy person and 
in large groups, especially as a 
freshman, I felt a bit awkward 
and perceived that my peers 
were uninterested in anything I 
had to say or in initiating a con-
versation with me.  However, 
feeling awkward is one thing ; it 
is a completely separate thing to 
be left feeling dejected and alone 
every day you wake up.

As many freshmen do, I tried 
to first make friends with the 
boys in my dorm. Although I 
tried to be friendly to everyone 
in the dorm, there were two kids 
on my floor who took particular 
delight in making me feel worth-
less every moment I was in the 
dorm.  For instance, when I tried 
to participate in a conversation 
with some of the guys, one kid 

in particular 
would routine-
ly yell at me: 
“Why the f…. do 
you always have 
to have an opin-
ion about every-
thing Rolando? 
You don’t know 
what the hell 
you’re talking 
about.”  Even 
more humiliat-
ing and cruel 

were comments about my physi-
cal appearance which further 
undermined my self-esteem.

So my  freshman fall, I awoke 
with the trepidation that I would 
be made fun of by these two in-
dividuals in the dorm, ignored 
by fellow students, and  nobody 
would reciprocate my attempts 
at friendship or conversation.  
After a few weeks, I grew too 
embarrassed and uncomfortable 
to sit quietly with groups of stu-
dents at meals, so I started to sit 
by myself.  When I became too 
embarrassed to eat by myself, 
I began to go to the Den for my 
meals.  I would rationalize and 
suppress the pain by telling my-
self that I was too busy to spend 
time at Commons, because I had 
too much homework. The real 
reason was that I felt terrible ev-
ery time I went into the dining 
hall and watched other people 
having a good time while I sat 
alone.

Then something happened:  In 
November, I was having an aver-
age day with fifth period lunch 
before my favorite class, 6th pe-
riod history.  While still agoniz-
ing over eating lunch by myself, 
I was by now a bit numb to the 
pain and had accepted it as a 
part of my normal life here at 
Andover. I was about to get up 
and leave early for history class, 
when a girl in my history class 
came over to my table. This girl, 
AJ Pisch, asked me if she could 
join me and we started to talk. 
We had a conversation about 
what we were planning to do 
for Thanksgiving break, and we 
struck a connection with our en-
joyment of science fiction. I re-
member that she recommended 
that I read Ender’s Game over 
break (a great book if you haven’t 
read it).

This was the first time in the 
course of two months that any-

one had bothered to have an ac-
tual conversation with me. As 
someone who had felt ostracized 
by my peers, this meal had an 
enormous impact for my future 
at this school. After this meal, we 
started to have lunch and dinner 
together, and through her I be-
came friends with some of her 
friends. This one simple act of 
kindness gave me some sense of 
belonging here at Andover and a 
niche of friends.  I will be forever 
grateful and indebted for what 
AJ did for me that day and for 
her being my friend at PA.

During this turbulent initia-
tion into junior year, my parents 
became increasingly concerned 
over my unhappy state.  My fa-
ther asked me repeatedly if I 
wanted to leave Andover and go 
back to my old school, a place 
where I was respected and well- 
liked by fellow students. I would 
constantly respond, “no, I’m go-
ing to tame this place.” I don’t 
think that I have “tamed” PA, for 
a more adequate thing to have 
responded to my father is that 
I would eventually find a place 
here at PA.

In the winter of my freshman 
year I joined the JV hockey team, 
a team that I have had the utmost 
pride to be a part of. Though 
I was a subpar goaltender, the 
members of the team made it a 
point to make me feel included, 
and Mr. Lisa (the coach) was gen-
erous enough to allow me to stay 
on the team when he did not have 
to. He is another person that I am 
indebted to on this campus for 
his kindness and willingness to 
reach out. In the spring, I was on 
the JV2 lacrosse team as a goalie. 
Even if it is was at the JV2 level, 
I now had something at Andover 
to be proud of myself because I 
guess I was decent enough that 
I could help the team stay in 
games. I always played JV level 

lacrosse and hockey, but I could 
never be more proud of the con-
tributions I made to those teams. 
Last spring and this year, when 
my friends or teachers would 
refer to me jokingly as “Mr. Vice 
President”, I would tell them, 
“please if you’re going to give me 
a title, call me captain of JV1 lax.”

My upper year, I became a pre-
fect with my main goal directed 
at making sure that none of my 
freshman would ever experience 
the sense of rejection or ridicule 
that I had experienced.   Also, 
any service that I did in student 
council for the Class of 2013 
and the student body was with 
the intent at leaving Andover a 
better and more inclusive place 
than I found it,  And  I will al-
ways be grateful for the support 
my fellow students placed in me 
in these student leadership posi-
tions.

There is no symbolism or deep 
meaning in this reflection. As you 
can see there are no euphemisms 
or spinning of the truth. Andover 
is real life, and being  a very his-
tory/fact oriented person, I like 
to tell it how it is—a reality check 
as my father would say.

In terms of meaning, if you 
want to call it that, I learned two 
major things that will last for 
me for the rest of my life.  One, 
I learned how not to treat peo-
ple. The experiences that I went 
through during the first few 
months of PA should never be 
repeated by anyone else. But per-
haps most importantly, I learned 
that one small act of kindness 
can go a long way. I can honestly 
say that I’m not sure what would 
have become of my four years at 
PA if AJ had not initiated such an 
act of friendship, but I’m pretty 
sure they would not have been as 
rewarding socially and personal-
ly.  AJ’s decision to come and join 
me that day had an incalculable 

impact on my self-esteem and 
happiness that I will never for-
get. This is why I always try to be 
as kind and polite as possible to 
everyone that I meet. This is why 
I always attempt to get to know 
everyone’s name, particularly 
people that I am in contact with, 
because I believe that knowing 
a name and acknowledging that 
person can go a long way to reaf-
firming their worth.

Would I do all four years at 
Andover again? Of course. There 
is no doubt in my mind that all 
of my experiences, both good 
and bad, have molded me into 
a stronger, more resilient, and 
empathetic person. Looking 
back, the experience that I went 
through my first few months was 
unfortunate, but I can truthfully 
say that I turned out better be-
cause of it. So thank you Ando-
ver. To the nonpersons (as I like 
to call them), thank you for eluci-
dating to me that the world isn’t 
as friendly as what I experienced 
in rural South Carolina and New 
Hampshire, and for forcing me to 
reach deep inside for my inner 
strength to surmount each and 
every challenge. To the faculty 
I have been able to know, thank 
you for pushing me to my limits 
and for supporting me. To my 
friends, thank you for being there 
for me and getting through these 
four years together.  It’s been 
quite the ride, but I genuinely 
wouldn’t have had it any other 
way.

The Light of Reality
Rolando Bonachea

honest

Rolando Bonachea is a four-
year Senior from Bedford, NH. 
and School Vice President.

M. MAGNELL/THE PHILLIPIAN
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For the entirety of my 
three short years here, 
I’ve kept the same leather-

ette red notebook in my bedside 
drawer. It was 10th grade Gabbi’s 
impulse buy at the Andover Book-
store. Going into Phillips Acad-
emy—an academic institution 
with a commanding reputation 

of excellence, intellect and hard 
work—I wanted to record my ex-
periences. As a plucky new Lower, 
I told myself that I would fill the 
book with academic epiphanies, 
plus the trials and tribulations 
of being a teenager at boarding 
school. I guess I wanted to write 
something angsty that smacked of 
Salinger.

Today, that notebook remains 
empty, save for scribbles about 
random errands (“GET DETER-
GENT!!!”). By all traditional 
means, I’ve done a pitiable job of 
cataloguing my time here. I don’t 
have any kitschy scrapbook or 
tasteful diary to speak of.

As I recorded my time at An-
dover, I was unfaithful to that 
little red notebook in favor of my 
phone and a little blue bird icon. 
While I have not filled more 
than one physical page, 

I’ve “tweeted” well 
over 1,000 times 

at the 

writing of this reflection. 
My tweets are neither the rev-

elations nor the angsty Holden 
Caulfield remarks I originally 
planned. Instead, they are a 
mixed bag of news, commentary, 
reflections and frankly embar-
rassing jokes that seemed so-
phisticated at the time. Scroll-
ing down my seemingly endless 
Twitter page, I cringe. The earli-
er the tweets, the more I tried to 
be the precocious Andover teen 
I wasn’t.

One early tweet reads, “Vidi, 
vici, veni #yolo.” I never studied 
Classics—I can count the num-
ber of times I’ve been in Pearson 
Hall on one hand—so according-
ly I got the order of Julius Cae-
sar’s statements wrong. What 
made me think that I could 
tweet such a significant phrase 
juxtaposed with “you only live 
once,” the silly teenage hashtag 
of summer 2012? I used Caesar’s 
words to play up my cultural 
capital and look worldly and ma-
ture. I wasn’t fooling anyone.

My friends at Andover imme-
diately saw through my antics. 
Sometime during Lower fall, my 
friends and I were in some con-
versation about our favorite TV 
shows, and I name-dropped the 
‘90s show Twin Peaks. Disclaim-
er: I’ve never watched an epi-
sode of Twin Peaks. I stumbled 
across a blog post about that 
show, and upon seeing a picture 
of the series’ DVD case—featur-
ing a faded, nostalgic picture of 
a homecoming queen with bouf-

fant hair—de-

cided that the show looked suffi-
ciently quirky and antiquated to 
make me look pop cultured.

One of my friends exclaimed, 
“I love David Lynch!” I just 
looked at her quizzically. Who 
is David Lynch? “Gabbi, Da-
vid Lynch created Twin Peaks. 
How could you like that show 
without knowing David Lynch?” 
You could say I was mortified, 
caught red-handed. But instead 
of chastising me, my friend 
took my under her wing and 
taught me David Lynch 101. We 
watched Lynch’s Mulholland 
Drive together, and I must ad-
mit that I found it too abstract 
and overwhelming. I have yet 
to warm up to his work, but I’ll 
hopefully get on his level in the 
future. I haven’t name-dropped 
Twin Peaks since. I need to earn 
that honor by actually knowing 
what I talk about.

My friends at Andover 
schooled me, and never hesi-
tated to call me out when I was 
wrong. They challenged me; 
they made me think; they taught 
me. They brought me down to 
my 5’2” size and helped me re-
alize that I could never be a cul-

ture wunderkind both brooding 
as Caulfield and witty as David 
Sedaris. I was not precocious. I 
was just a teenager who had so 
much more to learn.

My teachers, of course, en-
lightened me even more. Anoth-
er tweet, from later in my An-
dover career, is “Doing research 
for my big History 310 paper -> 
learned how to use microfilm 
archives -> MICROFILM IS 
THE COOLEST THING EVER 
#nerdyandproud.” Before tak-
ing United States History, I had 
walked past the microfilm ma-

chines in the library basement 
with utter trepidation. Some-
times I thought those dull grey 
boxes would spark back to life 
and haunt students. The beasts 
would soundtrack the library 
basement to the violent slap of 
plastic microfilm against ma-
chine.

My US history teacher first 
acquainted me with these ma-
chines during my Upper spring, 
when I was working on the all-
too-notorious History 310 pa-
per. For my research on Alfred 
Kinsey, my teacher encouraged 
me to look beyond the comfort-
able internet and delve into mi-
crofilm archives of newspapers 
and magazines from the late 40s 
and 50s. I timidly descended to 
the library basement and began 
to pore over those filing cabinets 
and their brittle plastic slides 
and rolls.

After a good few minutes 
struggling with the reading ma-
chine—so many knobs to figure 
out!—I successfully plugged in 
a roll of microfilm. I turned the 
box on, pulled down the scroll-
ing lever and a blur of articles 
and advertisements from de-
cades past suddenly whirred be-
fore me. I felt dizzy, even a little 
nauseous. I couldn’t compre-
hend the scale of all the infor-
mation that just passed in front 
of me: the political beginnings 
of the Cold War, the release of 
the Kinsey Reports, the Red 
Scare, the “happy housewife” 
ads all too common at that time. 
That unassuming plastic roll 
held more information than I 
would ever possibly know. Once 
I thought I could manipulate in-
formation for my own cultural 
capital, but my history teacher 
guided me into realizing that 
knowledge is larger than anyone 
could ever be. I learned to revere 
information and knowledge—
the humblest but most moving 
and shaking of entities.

As I write this piece in my 
dorm room, sprawled across my 
bed, I see that little red notebook 
again. That overpriced Moles-

kine notebook that I never need-
ed, a token of my attempts to be 
a witty and Caulfield-esque kid 
with a decent collection of cul-
tural capital. I’m glad I didn’t re-
cord my Andover experience in 
that notebook, glad I didn’t draw 
myself into existence with my 
naive teenage expectations.

Instead, my Andover expe-
rience is recorded in short, 
140-character blurbs, open for 
the world to see. My growth here 

never happened alone; it hap-
pened in spurts and individual 
events, through an audience of 
friends and mentors who chal-
lenged me and made me think. 
I’ve come into being because 
of you. As I scroll back up my 
Twitter page, my tweets become 
more mature and informed, and 
I grow ever more thankful.

A final tweet from my last few 
months here: “Walking around a 
supermarket looking like a Step-
ford Wife #postbatmitzvah.” At 
the time, I was wearing a stiff 
flowery dress that was obscene-
ly preppy and quite Stepford. I 
only referenced Ira Levin’s The 
Stepford Wives after reading 
the book and watching the 1975 
movie adaptation. I thought 
about how The Stepford Wives 
satirizes the docile American 
housewife. I thought about how 
the book dismantled the illusion 
of the perfect family and the 
perfect homogenous commu-
nity. I thought about the cultural 
influence of The Stepford Wives 
and its themes against submis-
sion and conformity. I simply 
thought.

Andover in 5,174 Characters
Gabbi Fisher 

#caesar

Gabbi Fisher is a three-year Se-
nior from Chicago, IL.

My friends at Andover 
schooled me, and 

never hesitated to call 
me out when I was 

wrong. 

That unassuming 
plastic roll held more 

information than I 
would ever possibly 

know.

By all traditional 
means, I’ve done 
a pitiable job of 

cataloguing my time 
here. 

“I learned to revere information and knowledge–the 
humblest but most moving and shaking of entities.”

Dear Class of 2013,
Why do we call our 

graduation a commence-
ment?  Wouldn’t “climax” better 
describe this consummation of 
our secondary school education?  
Better yet, how about “denoue-
ment” since graduation marks 
the final resolution of the drama 
otherwise known as our prep 
school years?

I understand that graduation 
is a commencement because it 
marks the beginning of our fu-
ture outside the Andover bubble.  
Indeed, it is a fixed point in time 
beyond which we will never re-
turn to Andover again as high 
school students.  But, it’s not as 
if our lives actually commence 
at graduation.  So, why the in-
ordinate focus on a future that 
becomes the past every moment 
we live?

In his “Book of Laughter and 
Forgetting,” Milan Kundera rec-
ommends laughter but cautions 
against forgetting the past.  He 
describes “the future [as] an 
apathetic void of no interest to 
anyone.”  By contrast, “the past,” 

for Kundera, “is full of life” and 
should be the focus of our true 
attention even though it is some-
times “eager to irritate us, pro-
voke and insult us.” 

The problem for Kundera is 
that many people have an in-
authentic relationship with the 
past.  Instead of accepting the 
reality of their disappointments 
and frustrations, they are “eager 

… to destroy or repaint” their 
past.  In fact, Kundera believes 
that, “The only reason people 
want to be masters of the future 
is to change the past.”

 Is Kundera right? 
Would you affirm and happily 

relive every detail of your life at 
Andover again?  

Or would you, as Kundera 
suggests, repaint the picture of 
your high school life?  Would 
you blot out all those sleep-de-

prived nights you spent study-
ing?  Would you white wash your 
mistakes and disappointments?  
In short, would you embrace the 
possibility of returning to Ando-
ver and repeating your experi-
ences here again if time were a 
circle instead of a straight line?

For me, the answer is an em-
phatic and unambiguous yes.  My 
life at Andover has not always 
been idyllic.  But I don’t want the 
perfect to become the enemy of 
the good.  That is why I have no 
desire to photoshop the compos-
ite picture my memory provides 
of both the successes and the in-
evitable disappointments I have 
experienced as an Andover stu-
dent.

For me, my memories of An-
dover are like a tapestry.  There 
are scenes in this tapestry that I 
would just as soon assign to the 
scrap heap of history.  But I can-
not repress them without also 
cutting the thread that connects 
me to the good memories I trea-
sure.  So, as I look back at my time 
at Andover, I accept both the bad 
and the good times I have had 
here with equal equanimity. 

God knows, I’m tempted to 
forget the four months of sleep 
deprivation I suffered after in-

juring my shoulder in a hockey 
game.  But I can’t do that because 
those painful memories are inex-
tricably tied with the warm rec-
ollections I have of all the gener-
ous and selfless help I received 
during this period—the acts that 
showed me how non sibi is a 
lived reality, not an abstract no-
tion at Andover.

Nor do I want to repress the 

weekends I spent studying or the 
academic anxiety I sometimes 
experienced.  Doing that would 
create a shadow that darkens the 
lifelong friendships I have made 
at Andover.  It would also taint 
the unique academic opportuni-
ties Andover has afforded me, 
whether it has been studying 
Russian, reading the sonnets of 
Renaissance English warrior 
poets, or exploring the works of 
James Joyce.

Memories such as these root 
my Andover experience in real-
ity.  They are anchors that help 
give weight and meaning to my 
life.  Without them, I would suf-
fer from what Kundera calls, 
in the title of one of his novels, 
“The Unbearable Lightness of 
Being.”  So, as I begin my future 
this weekend, I will enjoy this 
moment of exaltation and figu-
ratively take a bow on the final 
stage of my high school life.

Although I am only 18 years 
old, I have walked through many 
roles in my life.  I am and have 
been a son, a brother, a grand-
son, a student, an athlete, and a 
friend.  The once infant and child 
is a teenager about to become a 
young adult.  Memory is the one 
thread that guides me through 
the maze of times present and 
times past.  Though imperfect 
and tragically limited in scope, 
it is the bridge between the bor-
ders of what I was, who I am, and 
what I will become. 

That is why I choose to em-
brace my past at Andover with 
laughter, not forgetting.

The Whole Truth
Eric Meyers

constructve

Eric Meyers is a three-year Se-
nior from Miami, FL, and a Col-
umnist for The Phillipian.

Would you affirm and 
happily relive every 
detail of your life at 

Andover again? 

Although I am only 
18 years old, I have 

walked through many 
roles in my life.  

V. GARTH/THE PHILLIPIAN
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While many people 
say that hindsight is 
20/20, I feel that my 

hindsight is nearsighted. My ex-
periences at The Phillipian and at 
Andover endure so clearly in my 
mind because of their transforma-
tive significance, and while I can 
recall who I was four years ago, I 
can’t help but feel alienated (glad-
ly) from the somewhat meek but 
high-strung eighth-grader who 
symbolizes my life before Phillips 
Academy.

I began writing for the News 
Section as a Lower. In retrospect, 
other than some success in Eng-
lish classes, I was ill-prepared to 
become a reporter. I hated con-
frontation, I thought calling un-
known people on the phone was 
awkward, and during my first 
interview, I didn’t take any notes 
because I had it all “memorized.”

Needless to say, those qualms 

subsided—had to subside—as 
the year progressed. I knew 
that I could be meticulous (I 
once asked Mr. Murphy how to 
spell his last name, partly out of 
nervousness and partly out of 
obedience to the News Writing 
Guide’s stipulation about accura-
cy: “If your mother says she loves 
you, check it out.”), but the confi-
dence and charisma of a reporter 
developed more slowly, although 
surely, throughout the uncom-

fortable interviews of that year.
Applying as an associate Low-

er Spring and then assuming the 
position the following fall ex-
posed me to previously unknown 
rigors of life at Andover. While 
my friends enjoyed the pleas-
ant weather and free periods at 
Commons, I sought silence in the 
nooks and crannies of the library 
to write three articles a week and 
sacrificed conference periods 
and lunch blocks to track down 
teachers or sprint to and from 
Abbot Campus for interviews.

Huddled around the news-
room computer screen while 
learning the basics of article 
placement or stretched out 
across the scuffed floor of 
Morse’s basement hallways 
while weighing article ledes, the 
quiet strength of the News sec-
tion and its denizens drew me 
in. I started drinking coffee and 
scrambling to work later, stay 
longer in the newsroom. I found 
myself awake at previously un-
thinkable hours of the night be-

ginning assignments that in past 
years would have been far com-
pleted. I realized gradually both 
what The Phillipian could offer 
and what it could take away.

In fact, if being a student at 
Andover is akin to running a 
marathon, being a Phillipian edi-
tor at Andover is like running a 
marathon dehydrated and sleep 

deprived with no idea whether 
or not you’re on the course.

Then came The Phillipian Vol-
ume CXXXV Senior Editorial 
Board. Opening that email on a 

“bathroom break” from swim 
practice in Upper Winter, I fell 
apart. I hated the News Section, I 
resented all the work I had done 
for the paper, and I couldn’t bear 
the idea of serving the new “Up-
per Management,” the very peers 
with whom I had collaborated 
throughout the past six months.

A year and a half later, I would 
be grateful to return to that 
point, on the cusp of taking the 
reins of the paper. In the posi-
tion of News Editor, The Phil-
lipian gave me its most precious 
opportunity, the chance to di-
rectly shape a facet of its larger 
machine. I had younger writers 
to use—and misuse, as I wrestled 
with my responsibility—a public 
image to uphold and fresh news-
print destined to arrive on Friday 
mornings.

In thirteen months, the les-
sons from Lower year expanded: 
don’t just sit and listen during an 
editorial debate, own your ideas, 
fight for the lead photo you be-
lieve in, redlines are not personal 

attacks, trust others to do the 
work you need done.

I was forced to set pride and 
ego aside and to rein in my ten-
dency to micromanage. The 
weekly redlines conditioned me 
to own up to my mistakes and to 
not make excuses for faulty orga-
nization or confusing headlines. 
Each week, each issue of the pa-
per, presented an opportunity to 
fail and to learn.

In many ways, working for The 
Phillipian mirrored progress-
ing through Andover: the initial 
shock of the learning curve; the 
rigor of the work and sacrifices 
(time, sleep, sanity) that they 
both require; the greatest tri-
umphs and most disastrous fail-
ures; the peers who teach you as 
much if not more than what you 
learn in the classroom.

While I worked and grew in 
environments in which I could 
not handle everything and in 
which many times my only op-
tion was to do all that I could 
and hope for the best, my confi-

dence—in myself and in what I 
could accomplish—surprisingly 
grew. Andover and The Phillipian 
showed me that I am not the best 
student. I am not the best athlete. 
I am not the best friend. I am only 
human. At the end of fours years, 
though, I am perfectly happy.

A Perfect Happiness
Connor Fraser
news editor cxxxv

Connor Fraser is a four-year 
Senior from Andover, Mass, and 
a News Editor for The Phillipian 
CXXXV.

I was forced to 
set pride and ego 
aside and to rein 

in my tendency to 
micromanage.

 I realized gradually 
both what The 

Phillipian could offer 
and what it could take 

away.

Andover and The 
Phillipian showed me 
that I am not the best 

student.

Someone Else’s Andover
Jessica Lee

news editor cxxxv

Jessica Lee is a four-year Senior 
from Weston, Mass, and a News 
Editor for The Phillipian CXXXV.

A. MANOS/THE PHILLIPIAN
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It was the end of a 
sentimental week, 

and her enthusiasm 
reminded me once 

again that The 
Phillipian  was 

continuing without 
me. 

 But now, as I 
reexamine Phillipian 
from my telescope, 
I no longer see it as 
intimidating nor as 

stressful.

As Commencement 
approaches, the 
Andover I knew 

seems like it is drifting 
further and further 

away.

Sometimes I forget that 
the things that now define 
my Andover were once still 

a mystery. I forget there were 
months when the newsroom was 
just another room in the base-
ment of Morse Hall, and the peo-
ple there, strangers.

Somewhere between then 
and now the “grand transfor-
mation” happened. One day, I 
went from not knowing Phillip-
ian to running up and down the 
three flights of stairs in Morse 
for late-night energy, strolling 
the newsroom barefoot, shout-
ing when an inside voice would 
suffice. Now, almost just as sud-
denly, Phillipian ended and the 
newsroom became an esoteric 
memory.

When a Lower living across 
the hall from me began as a 
News writer for The Phillipian 
this year, in a bizarre way, I was 
able to see the old “me” and 
the “me” I am now side by side. 
Throughout the year, my rela-
tionship with this girl, a close 
friend and teammate, shaped 

the way I perceived my own 
evolution at Andover.

I returned to the dorm one 
evening during the first post-

Phillipian week, and she, as 
usual, rushed into my room to 
tell me about a lede she just 
had written for an article. As 
she spoke, though, my mind 
wandered down the stairs to 
the wafting smell of coffee and 
half-eaten snacks. Sitting cross-
legged on the hallway floor, 
back hunched, eyes in a blurred 

gaze, I rearranged the words of 
the lede sentence until I finally 
got it right. In a shrill voice, I 
yelled back to my coworkers.

I sat there in silence, trying 
to latch onto this memory for a 
few moments longer. It was the 
end of a sentimental week, and 
her enthusiasm reminded me 
once again that Phillipian was 
continuing without me. 

As the year progressed, she 
immersed herself deeper into 
the Phillipian underworld. 
Each evening, after I resisted 
the ever-lingering temptation 
to turn left on the path to Morse 
instead of walking straight to-
wards Paul Revere, I would find 
her waiting for me in her room 
with questions or stories about 
the day’s Phillipian adventures.

I was sitting next to her 
when she called the Student 
Body President-elects at mid-
night and as she brainstormed 
her first article idea. At times, 
conversing with her made Phil-

lipian feel less distant and al-
lowed me to relive parts of the 
experience.  But, at other times, 
it seemed as though I was a 
million miles away and was re-
watching Phillipian in slow mo-
tion.

My Lower year self—the neu-
rotic, perfectionist, hyper, and 
what I thought was overtired 
fifteen-year-old—has been re-
incarnated in the girl across the 
hall. Like her, the demand of 
the work, the unpredictability 
of each week, and the thought 
of drinking coffee to stay awake 
overwhelmed me. But now, as I 
reexamine Phillipian from my 
telescope, I no longer see it as 
intimidating nor as stressful. 
Instead, I appreciate how the 
chaos, intensity and fun of Phil-
lipian nurtured me through An-
dover.

Following several months of 
sentimentality and post-Phil-
lipian ADHD, I realized then 
that I could never re-do my 
time on Phillipian. My vicari-
ous life through a Lower had to 
end here.

My first Phillipian experience 
was one filled with uncertainty. 
But, as I watch her, I know that 
she will improve as a writer 
and will learn to cope with 
the pressure. I know 
that she will 
spend too many 
late nights at 
Covenant. I also 
know that she, 
like the rest of us, 
will be sucked in 
by the whirlwind 
of it all and will 
emerge in two 
years, changed.

My omnipres-
ence is eerie. Af-
ter three-and-a-
half years of not 
u n d e r st a n d i n g 

what I would take from my An-
dover experience, this sudden 
clarity unsettles me. Is this the 
defining moment of Andover 
that I had been waiting for all 
these years?

As Commencement ap-
proaches, the Andover I 
knew seems 
like it is 
drift ing 
further 
a n d 

further away. This school 
doesn’t belong to me anymore.   
It is somebody else’s Andover 
now.
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The day before Inter-
schols, the cross coun-
try team jogs to the Log 

Cabin in the Sanctuary. There, 
we pause, and as we stand on 
the course we have raced so 
many times, for once unmov-
ing, the coach extracts from 
her pocket a worn piece of 
paper and reads from Nancy 
Hernandez’s poem “The Run-
ner’s High.” The last few lines 
go like this:

 
“And only the few,
Who chance to strive,
Can know the experience.
To hear nothing but heartbeat.
To feel so much like hell,

Running so close to heaven.”        
 
In every cross country race 

there is at least one moment of 
overwhelming doubt, when you 
feel certain that you can’t con-
tinue towards a finish line that 
remains out of sight. Then you 
come to terms with yourself and, 
in weighing your pain against 
your desire to win, you invariably 
choose the latter.

Since I first heard that poem my 
freshman year, I’ve often contem-
plated this juxtaposition between 
heaven and hell. How can you 
reconcile something that is both 
incredibly challenging and in-
tensely rewarding? How can you 
love something that is at times so 
painful?

The same must be asked of the 
Andover experience.

As “normal” rapidly deteriorat-
ed in the sleeplessness of Upper 
year, I found that there was a col-
lective bond over the stark reality 
that we were far short of perfect. 
As a disappointing grade stares 
back at you from a Bio 560 test, as 
the sun rises after yet another all-
nighter and as the whole world 
seems to fall apart, you weigh 

what you have endured with what 
you want to achieve. In testing 
your limits, you break from them, 
and in grappling with failure, you 
redefine success.

The Andover experience is 
contradictory in that it is at times 
isolating, yet ultimately unifying. 
The greatest comfort is that you 

are never truly alone because the 
things that are so intrinsically An-
dover—a librarian loudly shush-
ing you in Garver, the thrill that 
comes with the announcement 
of Head of School Day, rushing 
down the steep steps to the news-
room, the view of Boston from 
Holt Hill, Starbucks runs, the Bell 

Tower—tie us inextricably to An-
dover, our teachers and each oth-
er. Learn humility. Be willing to 
ask for help. Sacrifice yourself for 
the wellbeing of a friend. Reach 
out to someone new.

Ultimately, 
I have found that you will worry 
more about the people around you 
than you worry about yourself, 
perhaps because it is easier and 
perhaps because it is right. Help-
ing a panicking friend review for 
her math exam always justi-
fied ignoring the 
looming threat of 
my own test. Per-
haps the transi-
tory nature of 
the Andover 
e x p e r i e n c e 
nagged at me 
even then, 
as I video 
chatted with 
a friend late 
into the night, 
aware but not 
accepting the fact that 
we would someday part ways. 
It was these friendships that sus-
tained me, that made so grueling 
an experience so simultaneous-
ly enjoyable and worthwhile. I 
found meaning in the people with 
whom I shared Andover.

I took strength from my team-
mates on the cross country and 
cycling teams, inspired by their 
talent and grit. I argued about 
politics and grumbled about boys 
with the girls in my dorm, curled 
up together on the perpetually 
dirty common room couch. How 
could I finish that RelPhil paper 
without the friend who stayed up 
with me as we bounced ideas off 
each other and timed each other’s 
power naps? I took comfort in 
our closeness; after all, Andover 
is special in that your best friends 
are always no more than a knock 
away. I was inspired by the faculty 
who have had such a remarkable 
impact on me, who have showed 
me the difference between intel-
ligence and wisdom in the most 
graceful and articulate ways. 
I leaned on my family, always 
knowing that they would be there 
for me, although not under the 

same roof.
T h i s 

b o n d 
w a s 

never more compelling than in 
The Phillipian newsroom. I was 
taken aback, time and time again, 
by the devotion of my fellow edi-
tors, of the ways in which we sac-

rificed ourselves in the name of 
something larger than all of us. 
Drawn together by the hot, stress-
filled room and the never-ending 
crises that come with producing 
a paper each week, we somehow 
derived satisfaction from such 
stress and fulfillment from such 
intensity.

Andover has given me more 
than it will ever know and I have 

loved it in a way that I will never 
be able to fully articulate. So close 
to the end, it feels like four years 
become transitory in an instant. 
Seemingly overnight, with the re-
alization that our time here is not 
limitless, I found my Andover ex-
perience condensed.

When the memories of good 
and bad blur, I will likely forget 
the dark moments and the seem-
ingly insurmountable challenges. 
In the final stretch towards the 
finish line that is Commencement, 
the Senior Spring version of my-
self is already nostalgic; through 
sun-filled days on the lawn and 
tear-filled lasts, I am conscious 
that I am already distorting the 
“real” Andover. As impossible as it 
may be, I want to remember An-
dover in its entirety—to finally see 
the finish line that has long been 
obscured, but also to remember 
the miles that led to it.

 

Rachel Wittenberg is a four-
year Senior from Carlisle, Mass., 
and a Copy Editor for The Phil-
lipian CXXXV.

For the past four years, I 
have wondered who would 
stand around me in Com-

mencement circle today. I won-
dered which faces would fill my 
final mental image of this place, 
whose voices would cheer for 
me as I grasped my diploma and 
whose arms would take me in my 
last embrace.

It used to seem to matter so 
much who I was with from one 
day to the next. I remember walk-
ing into Commons my freshman 
year frantically searching for a 
safety net of friends to crowd 
around a table with me. Shielding 
me from unfamiliar faces, they 
created the illusion that I was 
comfortable, that I belonged.

After a certain number of 
meals like this—a term’s worth, 
maybe—the illusion started to 
feel more real. I could count on 
the same eight or nine friends to 
come to my rescue and flank me 
lest I find myself alone. I felt se-

cure in my place here. I thought I 
was figuring it out.

I wasn’t.
See, what my naïve, 15 year old 

self didn’t realize was that this 
safety net was weak. It didn’t 
catch me; it trapped me. I was so 
concerned with finding a protec-
tive shell of peers, and so content 
when I found one, that I’d for-
gone what I had come to Andover 
for in the first place: a challenge. 
I pursued comfort at a place de-
signed to push me out of my com-
fort zone.

It wasn’t until my last year or 
so here that I realized how hin-
dering my scared and youthful 
perspective really was. My view 
first began to shift during my role 
as a Sports Editor on the CXXXV 
board of The Phillipian.

The newsroom was 15 year old 
Kristin’s worst nightmare. Teem-
ing with older, smarter students, 
people I knew all about but who 
surely knew nothing about me, 
that messy basement terrified 
me. Its cinderblock walls seemed 
to whisper, “You are small, and 
the shoes you must fill are large. 
Don’t mess up.”

However, as terrified as I was, 
I was enchanted by the legacy 
before me. I had to earn my place 
in that newsroom, and everyone 
else around me did, too. My peers 
were no longer shields; they were 
teammates, crucial gears in the 
clockwork of sending out a pa-
per every Friday. We absolutely 
needed each other, for the paper’s 

sake and for our sake. We were 
the world’s best symbiosis, our 
relationships so necessary and 
organic—so much more meaning-
ful, so much more real than that 
crowded table my freshman year.

When I look back at Andover, 
it will be these relationships that 
I’ll remember—the relationships 
we needed because we were 

scared, because we accepted the 
challenge and strode out of our 
comfort zones—those are the 
ones that really matter.

I’ll look back on my years here 

and I’ll remember the news-
room. I’ll remember my board 
and all they taught me about be-
ing an editor, a student, a leader 
and a friend. I’ll remember Ken-
nedy Edmonds, Claudia Giles 
and Dylan MacDonald holding 
me as I wept on my bed during 
a meltdown my Upper year. I’ll 
remember PAFH standing by 
me through great plays, terrible 
plays and a torn ACL. I’ll remem-
ber Azure cheering for me after I 
butchered my first solo audition. 
I’ll remember Under the Bed 
giving me enough confidence to 
outweigh my stage fright before 
my first show. I’ll remember the 
Girls Leadership Project telling 
me to find my voice because it 
mattered. I’ll remember the Fem-
inist Circle inspiring me to keep 
believing, no matter how much 
discouragement stung.

I’ll remember my failures, and 
I’ll remember those who stuck 
with me until I found success. 

I’ll remember those who forced 
me to be better because they be-
lieved in me. I’ll remember those 
I needed and those who needed 
me.

Looking back, I don’t regret the 
months I spent constructing my 
Commons table safety net. May-
be I needed the shield to protect 
me enough for me to sign up as 
a Phillipian writer, the role that 
would eventually usher me into 
that beloved newsroom. Maybe 
growing out of my net was value 
enough. Regardless, I couldn’t be 
more thankful for where I end-
ed up today. I couldn’t be more 
thankful to you, Andover, for pre-
senting me with a challenge and, 
most importantly, for standing by 
me as I faced it.

So, 2013, my hope for us is this: 
when we come together today in 
Commencement circle, I want to 
us to remember the moments that 
really count. I want us to remem-
ber our failures, our triumphs 
and all who helped us along the 
way. Let us surround ourselves 

with those people: the people 
who challenged us, who loved us 
and who cared enough to make 
us grow. Let us remember how 
far we’ve come since fearing the 
halls of Commons, and let us re-
member that we couldn’t have 
done it alone.

 
All my thanks and love,
Kristin Mendez

Nothing But For Net
Kristin Mendez
sports editor cxxxv

Kristin Mendez is a four-year 
Senior from Coppell, TX, and a 
Sports Editor for The Phillipian 
CXXXV.

It wasn’t until my 
last year or so here 

that I realized 
how hindering my 

scared and youthful 
perspective really was.

I’ll remember my 
board and all they 

taught me about being 
an editor, a student, a 
leader and a friend. 

Looking back, I don’t 
regret the months I 

spent constructing my 
Commons table safety 

net.

K. WEAVER/THE PHILLIPIAN

I took strength from 
my teammates on 
the cross country 
and cycling teams, 
inspired by their 
talent and grit.

In every cross 
country race there is 
at least one moment 

of overwhelming 
doubt, when you feel 
certain that you can’t 

continue towards 
a finish line that 

remains out of sight.

Andover has given me 
more than it will ever 

know, and I have loved 
it in a way that I will 
never be able to fully 

articulate.

A. WESTFALL/THE PHILLIPIAN

Rachel Wittenberg
copy editor cxxxv



In my three years in the 
Quads, I have become in-
timately familiar with the 

crosswalk at Main and Salem.  In 
the depths of Winter Term, the 
crosswalk is a formidable obstacle 
to and from main campus, forc-
ing me to a standstill in the harsh 
wind and bitter cold.  After late 
nights in the library, the crosswalk 
is a welcome mat, the marker be-
tween school and home.   And ev-
ery morning, it is a reminder of 

the greatest lesson I’ve learned at 
Andover: that my life journey in-
variably involves luck.

How could I draw such a les-
son from a seemingly mundane 
part of my Andover experience?  
Perhaps, after three years of 
teaching from PA’s English de-
partment, it has become impos-
sible not to overanalyze every 
little part of my day and make 
sweeping conclusions about life.  
Jokes aside, though, the cross-

walk does illustrate the role of 
chance in my life.  Some morn-
ings my timing is perfect, as I 
reach the crosswalk just as the 
“Walk” signal appears.  Other 
times, an endless stream of cars 
passes me by as the stoplight 
stubbornly stays green.  None of 
this is in my control—it’s all ran-
dom, as are many other things in 
life.

I didn’t always see things this 
way.  At Parkway West High, 
where I spent my ninth grade, I 
was top in my class and thought 
I deserved it.  I never considered 
the role of luck since almost all 
my peers seemed to come from 
the same suburban background 
with supposedly equal oppor-
tunities.  If I achieved anything 
better than they did, I thought 
it was because I had dedicated 
more time, developed more skill 
or displayed more passion.

Coming to Andover, where my 
peers celebrated their different 
backgrounds, I had to recon-
sider.  I met some people who 
were fifth or sixth generation 
legacies, born with Andover in 
their blood.  Others were much 
less fortunate, coming from 
impoverished neighborhoods 
where many kids dropped out of 
school.  From my peers’ diversi-
ty of past experience, I realized 
that, from birth, chance influ-
ences our lives.

My own path to Andover be-
gan when I inadvertently filled 
in a bubble on the answer sheet 
of a math contest, releasing my 
name to “educational organiza-
tions.”  At the time I had no idea 
what that meant but darkened 
the circle anyway, perhaps driv-

en by some innate aversion to 
leaving circles empty.  Had I not 
done so, I never would have been 
mailed an Andover brochure and 
probably still wouldn’t know 
this place existed today.

Thus, coming to Andover 
involved a fair share of luck.  
There were surely applicants 

who worked as hard as I did and 
many with comparable mer-
its.  I was one of the lucky 
few to get in.  While I 
received a gener-
ous scholarship 
thanks to 
Mr. Oscar 
T a n g , 
t h e r e 
c o u l d 
have been 
d i f f i c u l t i e s 
that money could 
not have overcome: 
one friend nearly stayed 
home, not wanting to leave 
his little brother to navigate 
middle school alone; another 
was admitted but never came, 
choosing to spend more time 
with his ailing grandfather.  
Something like that could have 
happened to me.

I don’t mean that my own ef-

fort had no role.  Many things 
just fell in place so I could even 
have the opportunity to work 
hard.  At Andover, I’ve learned 
that no matter how hard I try or 
how much talent I have, alone 
they’re not enough.  It’s the peo-
ple around me who’ve made the 
biggest difference.  My room-
mate who leaves notes of en-
couragement, the teachers who 
go out of their way to address 
my curiosities, the custodian 
who says a friendly hello or the 
driver who slows down at the 
crosswalk—they all make up the 
supportive community which 
has shaped me into who I am. 

Soon, the crosswalk will be-
come a part of my past.  I will no 
longer hear the four metallic, yet 

birdlike, chirps when 
the walk sign flashes 

on.  The 
different ruts 
and bumps 

of Main 
S t r e e t 

w i l l 

f a d e 
i n t o 

m y
memory.  I 

will even miss 
the occasional 

catboner from an 
Andover High stu-

dent.  But the cross-
walk’s lesson will re-
main.

Most of us here at 
Andover have faced 
a series of perfectly 
timed cross-

walks in our walk of life.  Sure, 
there might have been some 
bumps in the road, but they’ve 
all been relatively manageable.  
But so many others in the world 
stand at crosswalks with never-

ending streams of cars.  They 
simply face challenges which 
are out of their control.

When I think about things 
this way, Andover’s non sibi be-
comes more than just an idealis-
tic motto, but a logical necessity.  
There’s no reason that I deserve 
to have lived and learned in such 
an amazing place or to reap the 
future benefits it’ll provide me.  
It’s just my luck.  And, thus, I 
need to do everything I can to 
pay this luck forward: for those 
living without electricity or 
running water, for those who 
drop out of high school to raise 
their siblings, for those whose 
crosswalks might never turn to 
“Walk.”

When I entered 
Phillips Acad-
emy in the fall 

of 2009, I sat in the chapel 
for orientation and heard 
my first speech from Mrs. 
Chase.  Through a mixture 
of fear and excitement, one 
of the only things I can re-
member was her reference 
to Andover students as “the 
future leaders of the world.” 
During my time at Andover, 
this sentiment has been re-
peated at various functions.  
As a high school, Andover is 
focused on preparing us for 
the rest of our lives; leader-
ship is an intrinsic part of 
this.

Leadership is encouraged in 
various forms at the Academy: 
clubs, sports, residential life and 
day-to-day classwork.  It’s im-
portant that leadership becomes 
ingrained into our daily lives 
because we won’t always have 
formal positions like “Publicity 
Manager.”   As a Junior, look-
ing at the class of 2010, I never 
thought I would possess the 
leadership qualities they dis-
played. 

At the end of my Senior year, 
I’ve realized how much the 
word “leadership” really means 

to me.  Only weeks after gradu-
ation, I will be immersed in Ba-
sic Combat Training for the US 
Army Reserve.  LDRSHIP, the 
acronym representing the Army 
Values, is as an overarching qual-
ity that demonstrates the seven 
values within it: loyalty, duty, 
respect, selfless service, honor, 
integrity and personal courage.  
And while Andover is known as 

a college preparatory school, it 
has imbued me with the values 
needed for military service. 

Everyone at Andover has ex-
perienced loyalty at some point.  
That moment could have been 
on the sidelines of an Andover-
Exeter game, refusing to leave 
even though Andover was down 
by 20 in the fourth quarter, or 
in the early hours of the morn-
ing on a night before classes, 
comforting a friend because she 
needed someone by her side.  It 

could have been loyalty to your 
classmates in a group assign-
ment or to your fellow human 
being in a community service 
program.

Duty—does this even need 
to be questioned?  Anyone who 
has made it through History 300 
knows the duty involved in read-
ing all of the assignments and 
finishing the dreaded research 
paper.  Phillips Academy has 
many duties, and students take 
on even more in their extracur-
riculars. 

Cleaning up after yourself in 
Commons—that is respect.  And 
telling other people to clean up 
after themselves in Commons—
that is personal courage.  Selfless 
service is ingrained in Phillips 
Academy in the form of Non Sibi.  
Integrity is taking the hard right 
over the easy wrong.  It is pains-
takingly citing your sources and 
reading your English books cov-
er to cover. 

Honor: honor is upholding 
all of these other values.  When 
you’ve made it through the wild 
ride of Andover, through all of its 
ups and downs, you should feel 
the honor of having experienced 
this school.  And the school 
should be honored to have had 
you walk the same worn steps in 

Commons as the students that 
have come before.  There is a 
reason that we are proud to say 
we go to Phillips Academy.  The 
name alone rings with prestige; 
this prestige comes from its as-
tounding academic program, 
yes, but also from its strong set 

of community values. This is 
an honorable place—it honestly 
tries to raise its students into in-
telligent, moral leaders in their 
communities. 

In my own Andover experi-
ence, I have swum on JV Swim 
and led Outdoor Pursuits.  I have 
spent long nights hunched over 
my computer and long days flit-
ting from commitment to com-
mitment.  I have met people 
from worlds apart and joined 
clubs that I could have never 
imagined a high school having.  I 
have studied.  I have cried.  I 
have lived. 

Andover has been a 
community unlike 
anything I had 
ever expe-
rienced.  It 
is my sixth 
s c h o o l 
(seventh 
if you 
c o u n t 
pre-k), and 
before com-
ing here, I had never felt 
that school could give me 
anything more than tests 
and papers.  There have 
been these at Andover—
far more than I could 
count—but there have 
also been stage lights, 
forums, poetry read-

ings and late night talks around 
toaster ovens. 

Through it all, I have learned 
many things.  Useful things.  I’ve 
learned when a friend needs 
personal space instead of a hug.  
I’ve learned how to step back 
from the maelstrom of Andover 
life and put things into perspec-
tive.  I’ve learned how to deal 
with being different than other 
people, and I’ve learned how to 
deal with not being the best. 

  These lessons are the most 
useful that I’ve learned at Ando-
ver because they will stay with 
me long after graduation.  Each 
lesson helps paint a more accu-
rate picture of who I am as a per-
son.  People change, but even so, 
the lessons I’ve learned here will 
provide a frame of reference for 
how I want to live my life. 

Loyalty.  Duty.  Respect.  Self-
less service.  Honor.  Integrity.  
Personal courage.  Leadership.  
These are the most valuable les-
sons that Andover can give.
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Armed With Andover
AJ Pisch

LDR 

AJ Pisch is a four-year Senior 
from Great Falls, MT.This is an honorable 

place—it honestly tries 
to raise its students 

into intelligent, 
moral leaders in their 

communities. 

Andover has been a 
community unlike 

anything I had ever 
experienced.  

On the Crosswalk to Success
Justin Wang 

lucky

Justin Wang is a three-year 
Senior from Columbia Heights, 
MN.

My own path to 
Andover began 

when I inadvertently 
filled in a bubble on 

the answer sheet 
of a math contest, 
releasing my name 

to “educational 
organizations.” 

At Andover, I’ve 
learned that no matter 
how hard I try or how 

much talent I have, 
alone they’re not 

enough.

There’s no reason 
that I deserve to have 
lived and learned in 

such an amazing place 
or to reap the future 
benefits it’ll provide 
me.  It’s just my luck. 
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There is something 
different about the student 
body at Phillips Academy. 

It is difficult to elaborate upon or 
describe: we are not fundamen-
tally better than our peers at other 
public and private high schools 
across the nation, and we are not 
fundamentally worse. We are a di-
verse community: a cosmopolitan 
campus that encompasses and ac-
cepts a cultural phantasmagoria of 
race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, 
political affiliation, and religion. 
And yet, despite these inherent 
differences in culture and opinion, 
there is a universal component ex-
isting within the Andover student 
body, which draws us all together 

despite countless differences. For 
a year and a half, the nature of this 
mysterious factor evaded me.

Having attended public school 
in a small suburban town for the 
first nine years of my education, 
I am very familiar with the stig-
ma that many people associate 
with Andover. It is hardly a sur-
prising one. From the outside, 
it is all too easy to examine the 
pristine lawns and prestigious 
reputation of our private high 
school, and imagine that aca-
demic perfection is in existence 
here. It is almost effortless to 
envision an army of wealthy, 
elitist Ivy-bound students who 
excel in every subject, partici-
pate in every club, and probably 
play several musical instruments 
and a couple of varsity sports on 
the side. This unrealistic stigma, 
which has too often become an 
actual standard, is known as the 
“Andover Ideal.”

I myself, upon deciding to at-
tend Phillips Academy, had ner-
vously anticipated the encounter 
I felt sure I would have with the 
Andover Ideal. When I first ar-
rived in the fall of 2011, I was a 
strong-minded and introverted 
freshman with a long-standing 

love of literature and the inten-
tion of becoming a novelist. After 
growing up alongside my public 
school classmates for nine years, 
I found making friends at a new 
school to be a very challenging 
task indeed. In fact, it was not 
until Freshman Spring, after al-
most a year of attending classes, 
that I began to consider myself a 
fully integrated part of the Ando-
ver community.

But although there was a defi-
nite element of loneliness in-
volved, I feel that the isolation 
that characterized the beginning 
of my Andover experience was 
in many ways highly beneficial 
to me. In my first few months 
at school, before becoming so-
cially engaged with my peers, I 
was able to observe their inter-
actions and behavior, and note 
the existence of that mysterious 
“x factor” which transcends the 
clashing of our cultures and the 
differences in our opinions. Even 
after finding my friends and be-
coming comfortable with my 
new life at Andover, my fascina-
tion with the x factor never re-
ally went away.

My revelation did not come 
until Lower winter, when I de-
cided to engage in a discussion 
with a boy in my PACE class who 
I, despite having been in sev-
eral of his classes freshman year, 
had never really gotten to know 
very well. As the conversation 
progressed, it became evident 
that we were not alike. He did 

not share my love of literature, 
politics, or philosophy. I did not 
share his love for athletics. Nev-
ertheless, our exchange spanned 
another forty minutes as he de-
scribed to me, in great detail, his 
baseball training schedule and 
major league aspirations. And 
although the subject of baseball 
usually bores me, I found that I 
was engaged and interested all 
throughout our conversation. I 
knew no more of baseball than 

he did of Tolkien or Huxley, but 
there was a mutual understand-
ing between us. A sense of that 
“sameness” still existed.

That was when it occurred to 
me that everyone who attends 
Phillips Andover Academy is 
passionate about something. It 
can be a subject in school, a po-
litical or religious ideology, an 
art form, a sport, or anything 
else in the world. Some students 
find that their passions come 
with impressive titles or pre-
determined expectations. I have 
friends who aspire to pursue ca-
reers in neuroscience, journal-

ism, politics, and astrophotogra-
phy. Other students arrive with 
much broader passions: their in-
trinsic individual value not nec-
essarily apparent at first. There 
are students who are not par-
ticularly interested in the basic 
history and math classes that An-
dover has to offer, but love to so-
cialize, argue, or discuss. These 
are the same students who prove 
our most dynamic leaders in oth-
er areas on campus: channeling 
their passion for communication 
into classes on international re-
lations, foreign diplomacy, and 
psychology, as well debate clubs 
such as Philo and socially-cen-
tered organizations like the Stu-
dent Activities Board.

This idea of passion is what 
provides many students with a 
sense of individuality and worth 
within a competitive and often-
times intimidating atmosphere. 
Some of us find that excelling 
academically at Andover is dif-
ficult or in some cases even im-
possible. I am a good example of 
this: although my math and sci-
ence grades throughout middle 
school were generally very good, 
I found upon arriving that An-
dover that several basic Phillips 
Academy classes, including Pre-
calculus and Chemistry, were 
too rigorous and challenging for 
my literary brain. It was evident 
that I would never be able to 
contribute anything useful to the 
Science or Mathematics depart-
ments at Phillips Academy, and 

so it became my responsibility, as 
a member of this community, to 
find other means of contributing 
to Andover.

I sought a passion that tran-
scended and justified my lack of 
success in other areas on cam-
pus, and found one in my writ-
ing. I learned that by further 
developing my literary passion 
and skills, I became able to apply 
them to countless components of 
Andover that exist outside of the 
English classroom. I lend what 
abilities I have to politics, social 
progression, and other causes 
I am interested in on campus. I 
write opinionated articles for 
the Phillipian in order to advo-
cate for the clubs and groups at 
Andover whose beliefs I identify 
with: including Gender and Sex-
uality Alliance (GSA), Feminism 

= Equality, and Young Democrats 
Club.

As a rising Upper directing 
this article primarily at under-
classman, my advice to you is 
this: use the tools and resources 
Andover presents you with in or-
der to find a passion of your own. 
It does not necessarily have to 
be a specific, definitive skill that 
you can slap instantly on to a col-
lege resume. It can be a love of 
communication, a love of compe-
tition, a love of debate or expres-
sion. Once you find that passion, 
actively seek out ways to apply 
it to your academics, your extra-
curricular activities, your athlet-
ics, and your life. It is as simple 
as it is crucial. Do not waste four 
precious years at a wonderful 
institution pursuing an empty 
dream that none of us will ever 
achieve. Make the most of your 
talents, your abilities, and your 
time. Do not allow yourself to be 
defined by the “Andover Ideal.”. 
Find what you love, and define 
yourself by that instead.

United in Spirit 
Grace Tully

passionate

Grace Tully is a two-year Lower 
from Reading, Mass.

I knew no more of 
baseball than he did 

of Tolkien or Huxley, 
but there was a 

mutual understanding 
between us. 

That was when it 
occurred to me that 

everyone who attends 
Phillips Andover 

Academy is passionate 
about something.

Do not waste four 
precious years at a 

wonderful institution 
pursuing an empty 

dream that none of us 
will ever achieve. 

In an attempt to brighten 
the gloomy end of winter 
term, a friend and I decided 

to begin the “Faces of Ando-
ver” photo project one and a half 
months ago. Inspired by Brandon 
Stanton’s “Humans of New York” 
famous photo blog which encap-
sulates the essence of New York 
City through a series of street 
photographs, we wanted to do 
the same for the Andover campus. 
Three times a week, we go pho-
tograph individuals on campus—
faculty, staff, and students—that 
stand out to us. In addition, we 
have conversations with them and 
post the photos with an accompa-
nying quote onto our website for 

the community to see. 
At first, we really 

weren’t sure how 
the Andover 

community 
w a s 

going to respond-- were they go-
ing to like this, or would this be 
another project that would die out 
after a few weeks? Nevertheless 
we went through with it- every 
couple of days, scrambling across 
campus to try to find another sub-
ject; whether it be an extremely 
well-liked teacher, a hilarious 
member of the Senior class, or 

an adorable faculty child- to fea-
ture on the website. Now, about 
20 photos into the project, the 
amount of support we’ve received 
has been pretty overwhelming. 

The most important part to me, 
though, is not the photos themselves, 
but the interactions that we’ve had 
with the people that make Andover 
what it is. We have a really hard time 
choosing the quotes to pair with the 
photographs because there are al-
ways so many hilarious, witty, pro-

found, or heartfelt things that our 
subjects say. Though we 

only have a couple 
of pho-

tos in the project right now, I’ve 
learned a lot, and I wanted to share 
some of the unpublished things that 
a few of our subjects said. Dozens of 
conversations, anecdotes, and pieces 
of advice later, here are a couple of 
things I’ve learned along the way…

Mrs. Sykes was one of the first 
people we featured in the project, 
and answered each question so elo-
quently that honestly, anything that 
she said would have made a great 
quote for her portrait. When asked 
to give a piece of advice to the Ando-
ver community, I remember clearly 
her saying “Don’t get too distracted, 
but more importantly, don’t over-ex-
ert yourself.” I’ve kept this with me 
through my first ever Spring term, 
where finding the almost-impossi-
ble balance between work and ev-
erything else is the most difficult for 
many of us, with a skyrocket increase 
in Vitamin D, the Great Lawn calling, 
and summer just around the corner. 

Recently, I photographed Ms. 
Pryde, beloved instructor in Physics, 
who had a really hard time answer-
ing our questions because “there are 
just so many answers!” But when 
asked to give advice to the Andover 
community, she simply replied with 
“It’s not necessary to be perfect.” 
Contrary to what I thought when 
I first stepped onto campus, no one 

here is perfect. We all experi-

ence some type of failure. Try not to 
worry about the little things—stress-
ing over that one problem on the 
math test that you had to do over and 
over, the fact that you failed room 
inspection for the first time, or that 
your club email accidentally sent it-
self thirteen times. I’m very far from 
perfect, but Andover has helped me 
truly recognize that that’s okay.

The last piece of advice comes 
from Kevin Newhall, extraordinary 
member of the class of 2013, who af-
ter a bit of thinking, answered with 
“Remember where you belong.” Al-
though we all come from different 
places, in one way or another, every 
single one of us belongs at Andover. 
Whether it’s being a member of the 
crew team, participating in late-
night dorm rants about the world, 
or listening to your math teacher go 
off on a tangent about International 
politics, Andover slowly lets us all 
find our place in it. 

The goal of “Faces of Ando-
ver” is to encapsu-

late what makes Andover, Andover. 
I’ve realized though, just like these 
unpublished quotes have pointed 
out, that the project will never fulfill 
this goal. There will be tons and tons 
of aspects of the Andover experience 
that we won’t be able to put into a 
simple photo and quote for what-
ever reason. That’s because discov-
ering Andover is up to the individual. 
Discover Andover by doing, and not 
just by looking. Discover Andover 
through experience. This project 
helped me do that. It’s let me meet 
many individuals that have shaped 
the Andover community and has let 
me really realize how awesome An-
dover really is.

So from the retiring faculty to the 
leaving seniors to the people behind-
the-scenes to the new freshmen, 
thank you for showing me what 
Andover is all about in the year that 
I’ve been here. Can’t wait for another 
two years. For another 217 portraits.

Capturing the Moment 
Alex Westfall

paparazzi

Alex Westfall is a new 
Lower from Kronberg 
Im Taunus, Ger-
many.

Contrary to what I 
thought when I first 

stepped onto campus, 
no one here is perfect.

Discover Andover by 
doing, and not just by 

looking.

A. WESTFALL/THE PHILLIPIAN

K. WEAVER/THE PHILLIPIAN
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“I want to be just like them 
when I grow up.” That is 
what I used to think to my-

self whenever I looked at my role 
models. Arriving at Andover in 
2011 as a freshman, that particular 
mindset hadn’t ceased. From the 
Andover brochures to the pan-
els of students at orientation, I 

was introduced to so many lovely 
people who were so dedicated and 
genuine. As excited as I was to be 
part of the incredible community 
that everyone talked of, I found 
myself wanting to be just as dedi-
cated and genuine as the upper-
classmen I had encountered.

I’ve been told by many people 
on many different occasions that 
I can do anything I want to, as 
long as I put in the effort and 
determination. I’ve also been 
asked over and over again about 
what I want to study in college, 
or what I would like to do for a 
living. When I was younger, I 
could always see myself being 
anything. Every time I answered 

such a question my answer was 
different. My dreams ranged 
from being a ballet dancer in a 
renowned dance company to be-
ing a brain surgeon. I could never 
decide. How could I, if I used to 
see these sort of life decisions 
as one way paths that were nar-

row and direct? A doctor would 
spend her lives learning how to 
help and heal people. A writer 
would spend her days scrib-
bling and pouring thoughts onto 
notebooks on trains or in cof-
fee shops. Athletes spent years 
in gyms and arenas until they 
retired in their late 20’s or 30’s. 
Engineers like my dad worked 
in offices, designing machines 
and equipment down to the 

smallest details, and scientists 
like my mom worked in labs do-
ing experiments and creating 
things. As far as I was concerned, 
this is what it meant to have a 
career. I saw it as something that 
completely took over a person’s 
life, and that school degrees and 
jobs would be what defined the 
role of a human being in our so-
ciety. For that reason, I never 
wanted to really grow up.

I would be lying if I said that I 
wasn’t completely overwhelmed 
during my freshmen year. Even 
now, there is a part of me that is 
obnoxiously anxious about col-
lege and the future and about 
whether or not I’m doing the 
right thing.  I knew about the 
opportunities that Andover be-
stowed upon its students, but I 
never considered how difficult 
it would be to make the deci-
sions about the ones that really 
mattered to me. Time soon be-
came an issue, and I soon found 
myself on the verge of spreading 
myself too thin.  In trying to find 
something that I could consider 
my “thing” I desired to discover 
something that I truly loved and 
was good at. How would I know 
if I was choosing the right class-
es to take or the right clubs to 
attend? Of all of my dreams, rea-
sonable or silly, which ones were 
right? What if I spent my life 
doing something that was never 
meant for me?

Somewhere between then and 
now, I’ve slightly redefined the 
purpose of me being at Andover. 
I’m not here to decide my college 
major or career prospects. I’m 
just here to get a taste of the end-
less possibilities that will always 
be available to me, even beyond 
Andover, as long as I keep look-
ing. My dreams are still mine, 
and they are as valid as ever.

Although Andover has some-

times caused me to wallow in 
my own stresses and self-doubt, 
it has proven to me that we are 
all stronger and braver than we 
could have ever imagined. Each 
stumble and success has helped 
us discover a little more about 

ourselves and our capabilities, 
and by doing so, it has helped 
bring out certain dreams and 
goals over others. I am never 
obligated to lead any life that I 
am not sure about. The things 

I do at Andover might show up 
again in the future, or maybe not. 
There are no such things as right 
or wrong dreams. What I can do 
is to live in the moment, and to 

make the most of Andover’s re-
sources, and to hold on to any-
thing that makes me happy.

I still have great respect for the 
upperclassmen, but for a slightly 
different reason from the reason 
thought of by my freshman-self. 
Apart from looking up to them 
for their titles and positions, I 
commend them all for succeed-
ing in keeping their dreams and 
goals in check while at Andover, 
and for doing a wonderful job of 
showing the rest of us what it is 
like to stay true to yourself, and 
to just be happy about the things 
you do.

This year, I’ve found a place 
here. It’s nothing extravagant, 
and it isn’t really that big, either. 
After two years, I’ve finally fallen 
into a rhythm that is completely 
my own, but also fits well with 
the overarching melody of An-
dover. I will continue to form 
the notes and the ornaments to 
the harmony, but I am confident 
now that no matter what, it will 
sound good at the end.

Finding Your Own Niche
Ada Li

career woman

Ada Li is a two-year Lower 
from Reading, Mass.

I still remember my very 
first day at Andover, how my 
family walked behind me as I 

boldly ventured into my new dorm, 
seeing unfamiliar faces and long, 
confusing hallways. I still remem-
ber how when I finally reached 
my room, I thought to myself, “I 
can’t believe I’m going to be living 
here for the next three years,” and 
how at that very moment, it struck 
me that after a summer of antici-
pation, I was finally at Andover. 
I was leaving home, my parents, 
and my friends. Why on earth did 
I volunteer myself for this painful 
experience?

Now, a third of the way through 
my time here, I can safely say that 
I made the right choice. Andover 
has given me great friends, intel-
lectual challenge, and a lot of life 
lessons. One big question, how-
ever, still remains unanswered. 
What exactly is “the Andover 
Experience”?

As new students, particularly 
during orientation, we hear so 
much about this Andover Expe-
rience, and how we must make 
the most of our time here; places 
like Andover are few and far be-
tween. We learn that Andover 
is challenging and fun, and that 
each of us will have our own 
unique experiences during our 
time here, and leave our own 
special mark on the school.

Fall term, determined to have 
this elusive “Andover Experi-
ence” I decided to try out as 

many clubs, join as many teams, 
do as much community service, 
and go to as many events as I 
possibly could.

At some point during this year, 
I was a member of Model United 
Nations, Math Team, Science 
Team, The Philomathean Soci-
ety, PA Democrats Club, French 
Club, The Phillipian, EcoAction, 
Backtracks, Frontline, and the 
Jewish Student Union, among 

other clubs. I have also partici-
pated in two different commu-
nity service programs, and I play 
piano. Sadly, I don’t think I have 
the genes for varsity athletics, 
but I still canoe avidly alongside 
my friends in Outdoor Pursuits.

By the middle of winter term, 
I realized that I wasn’t having 
so much of an “Experience” as I 
was living a nightmare. Too many 
headaches, too much work, and 
too little sleep (the typical prob-
lems of an Andover student) all 
plagued my overwhelmed body. 
I definitely could have used 
Hermione Granger’s time-turn-
er, because I always needed to be 

in two places at once.
As I quickly discovered, there 

is a very fine but important dis-
tinction between being an active 
participant, and being entirely 
overcommitted and overworked. 
It is one thing to be busy, to be 
fully engaged with this school, 
and to be living each moment as 
if it was precious and fleeting, 
because it is. It is another to be 
stretched so thin that much of 
your time is consumed by physi-
cally running from one thing to 
the next, your mind constantly 
preoccupied by exactly what 
you’re not doing at that moment.

Over-commitment quickly 
leads to underperformance as 
we fail to apply ourselves fully 
to any one task, moving on to the 
next before we’ve barely begun 
the first. And isn’t that the ulti-
mate loss? In doing everything, 
we often do almost nothing.

I am happy to report that com-
mon sense won me over, and I 
decided that such an overcom-
mitted, “active” lifestyle was not 
feasible. Nonetheless, I am bad at 
making choices. I can hardly de-
cide what shampoo to buy when 
I make my monthly pilgrimage to 
the CVS. So deciding what to fo-
cus on proved a difficult task. I’d 
like to say I’ve found my niche at 
the Phillipian, but almost every 
day I find something new that 
interests me.

Inside and outside of the class-
room, Andover does an incred-
ible job of bringing together 
unique individuals with diverse, 
and sometimes even revolution-
ary ideas. I think that the essence 

of the “Andover Experience” is 
about taking advantage of the 
resulting exchange. We’re not 
about to recreate the Enlight-
enment, but everyone here has 
something worth contributing to 
the community. We are brought 
together, “Youth from Every 
Quarter” to leave our mark on 
the school, and on each other.

So have I had the “Andover 
Experience”? This is a question 

that I have been asking myself 
repeatedly since the beginning 
of spring term. Regardless of the 
answer, there are two things that 
I’ve learned so far in this wild 
and crazy journey.

First, take the opportunities 
given to you. Andover is a place 
of incredible resources, history, 
and people. We are all privileged 
do be students here, so don’t 
miss out on the world around 
you. In terms of your education, 
at Andover you can go anywhere. 
Take up the bagpipes, learn Rus-
sian, or dissect a cat. Do what-
ever suits your fancy.

Second, live your life in the 

moment. Whatever you’re do-
ing, be fully engaged. Interrupt-
ing your life to make sure you’re 
still living it kind of ruins the ex-
perience. Constantly regretting 
the past (don’t you wish you’d 
studied more for that test?) and 
obsessing over the future (which 
colleges will you be applying to?) 
is a terrible habit of nearly all An-
dover students, myself included. 
It’s nearly impossible for most of 
us here to do, but sometimes it’s 
best to just accept life for what it 
is, right now.

Looking back on some of the 
more incredible things that have 
happened this year, I’ve met Jeb 
Bush and Sal Khan, talked about 
feminism and divestment, and 
studied chemistry and calculus. 
But the “Andover Experience” 
is also about what may seem 
like the more mundane. Where 
would we be without late night 
dorm conversations and trips to 
Orange Leaf?

Maybe it was lawning on one 
of the first Fridays of the term, 
maybe it was taking Proof and 
Persuasion, or maybe it was talk-
ing with my Chinese roommate 
about the difference between 
communist and capitalist poli-
tics, but at a certain point, I re-
alized that I can finally, safely 
say “Yes, I’ve had the Andover 
Experience!” Now I’m looking 
forward to two more years of it.

Stabilize to Energize
Lily Grossbard

balanced

Lily Grossbard is a new Lower 
from New York, NY.

It’s nearly impossible 
for most of us here 

to do, but sometimes 
it’s best to just accept 
life for what it is, right 

now.

I think that the 
essence of the 

“Andover Experience” 
is about taking 

advantage of the 
resulting exchange.

Even now, there is 
a part of me that is 

obnoxiously anxious 
about college and 

the future and about 
whether or not I’m 

doing the right thing. 

What I can do is to 
live in the moment, 

and to make the 
most of Andover’s 

resources, and to hold 
on to anything that 

makes me happy.



My mother and father 
taught my sisters and 
me to be respectful and 

to appreciate every little thing that 
others did for us, because no one 
owed us anything.  They valued 
friends and family, and we were 
always surrounded by people we 
loved and admired.  Home base 
was Shreveport, Louisiana and our 
familial and social circles consisted 
of the neighbors, fellow church 
members and coworkers who like 
my parents, Ernest and Rebecca 
Miller, built their adult lives close 
to where they were born and 
raised. 

Sending a daughter 1700 miles 
away for college was the last 
thing my parents would have 
wanted to do, but the opportunity 
was too great for them or me to 
pass up.  They knew in 1969 that 
this step was the first in a journey 
into a wider world. The admis-
sion offer had come with sig-
nificant financial aid and 
we were grateful to the 
college for lightening 
our financial burden.  
(Tuition, room and 
board plus fees 
totalled $4500 my 
freshman year; it 
was a heroic sum.  
Can any other mem-
ber of the Class of 
2013 boast of such a 
price tag on their col-
lege education?)

A l t h o u g h 
he had 

preferred that I not pursue a ca-
reer in education, my father was 
pleased that my husband, Elwin 
(now an emeritus instructor in 
English), and I came to Andover 
after college and did not become 
part of the still functionally seg-
regated schools in which he was 
a teacher and principal for forty 
years. My mother – a social work-
er and saint, if ever there was 
one – regretted that we lived so 
far away but was happy that her 

precious grandsons (Emmett ’92, 
Eliot ’97 and Emerson ’01) were 
in a place where they were much 
less likely as young Black men to 
be victims of gang culture or to be 
caught up in the criminal justice 

system.
In 1973, when we 

arrived at Phil-
lips Acad-
emy, the 
school was 
w e l c o m -

ing its first 
female stu-

dents, teachers 
and house coun-

selors.  There were 
so few faculty of 

color that the teachers 
and their significant 

others could have 
fit into one Rally 

Wagon.  This 
spring, by 

contrast, 

when a group of faculty of color 
went to Portsmouth, NH for a 
gathering with faculty of color 
from Exeter and St. Paul’s, we re-
served a school bus.

There was an air of excitement 
and curiosity about all that was 
new in 1973 for Elwin (23) and 
me (21).  Dr. Theodore “Ted” Siz-
er was in his second year and in 
his faculty convocation talk that 
fall he extolled the virtues of co-
education and unveiled a plan to 
make Main Street/Routh 28 safer 
for pedestrians.  (Everything that 
is old is new again.)

Ted and Nancy Sizer became 
and continued to be role models, 
mentors and friends to us.  Frank 
and Helen Eccles – he taught 
mathematics and was the West 
Quad South Cluster Dean – were 
our surrogate parents.  Despite 
the racial and socioeconomic 
differences among us, we found 
common ground with several old-
er faculty couples who shared our 
fundamental beliefs in civil rights 
and social justice and our com-
mitment to education as a leveler.  
Elwin was recruited early to ad-
vise the Afro-American (later Af-
ro-Latino-American) Society and 
for a couple of years we prepared 
the food for the Af-AM  Senior 
Tribute Dinner in our kitchen.  
Two chickens and a big pot of rice 
pilaf just about fed everyone.

Fast forward to 2013 and my 
husband and most of our mentors 
have retired.  I have remained 
and am now among the senior 
faculty.  In fact, when wearing 
the “Class of __” t-shirts given to 
me by Chris Capano, I have been 
tempted to add the word “citizen” 
after “senior.”  As it turns out, I 
will not retire from Andover but 
like the 12th graders my days are 

numbered on Andover Hill.
Prone to making lists of pros 

and cons, especially when evalu-
ating an experience, I have many 
more items on the plus side as 
I look back at 40 years in this 
community.  Among my most 
treasured memories are interac-
tions with students, parents and 
colleagues. One former Johnson 
Hall resident from the Class of 
1982 visited recently to thank me 
for something I said to her when 
I was her house counselor.   As 

she suspected, I did not recall the 
moment but it had meant enough 
that she remembered it 31 years 
later.  Since learning that I am 
leaving, many individuals have 
sent me recollections of interac-
tions we have had and I will trea-
sure these memories. I am count-
ing on these reflections and the 
signatures in my guest book to 
comfort me in my dotage.  (Stu-
dents who have visited my house 
know that I have imagined sell-
ing their autographs when they 
become rich and famous.  This 
income to supplement my dwin-
dling Social Security benefits.)

Former heads of school Don 
McNemar and Barbara Chase 
each appointed me to roles of 
greater responsibility.  John Pal-
frey has encouraged and support-
ed me in all my work during his 
first year.  I respect each of them 
and appreciate their distinctive 
leadership.  It sounds trite but it 
is absolutely true that I have also 

learned and profited a great deal 
from knowing the generations of 
students, teachers and other ad-
ministrators here.  If it were not 
for all the people at Andover, I 
would not have had nearly the 
level of intellectual stimulation 
and career satisfaction that I have 
enjoyed as an adult.  Even the dif-
ficult conversations have been 
character building.

As my wise mother often said, 
no human being is perfect so you 
should not expect human orga-
nizations to be perfect. What I 
admire about Andover is that this 
community is not afraid to admit 
its shortcomings and to work to 
correct them.  This year’s discus-
sion of gender and previous dis-
cussions of race, class, sexuality, 
gender identity and sexual orien-
tation have not been comfortable 
but as an institution we recognize 
the debate is necessary.

As the Class of 2013 takes its 
leave, my wish for my classmates 
is that you will take care of your-
selves, make every place you are a 
little better for your having been 
there, and take every opportunity 
to return every kindness by pay-
ing it back or paying it forward.  
Be grateful and even as wonder-
ful as you will be I hope you will 
practice humility.  Write thank-
you notes and tell people you 
care, even when it is obvious.

As folks down South would say, 
I will miss you like a front tooth.  
Please stay in touch.  The day af-
ter Commencement I may finally 
join Facebook!

Rebecca Miller Sykes P ’92, ’97, 
‘01, H’13

Associate Head of School
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Our Andover World

As I think about this 
year, I also find it 

striking to consider 
the number of big 
events that have 
occurred and the 
changes that are 

underway. 

I am eager to build 
on what I’ve learned 

in the past eleven 
months.

Becky Sykes
Associate Head of School

Ode to Mentors

Becky Sykes is the Associate 
Head of School.

Among my most 
treasured memories 
are interactions with 
students, parents and 

colleagues.

Even the difficult 
conversations have 

been character 
building.

John Palfrey is the 14th 
Head of School.

I t has been such a 
privi lege to serve as your 
head of school this year.  As 

I think back on our year together 
– my “junior” year at Andover – 
I am struck by how many people 
I’m grateful to and how welcom-

ing you have been as a commu-
nity.  I love the “Hi, Mr. Palfrey!” 
greetings on the pathways and 

your emails, tweets, and 
other forms of creative 

communications.  (I 
do worry a little about 

what happens with 
stealth photos on Instagram and 
SnapChat, but that’s another 
story.)  Your engagement in the 
life of the community, and in my 
own life, makes coming to work 
fun and rewarding, every day

As I think about this year, I 
also find it striking to consider 
the number of big events that 
have occurred and the changes 
that are underway.  The positive 
changes on campus almost all 
have to do with conversations 
where you, as students, have led 
the way – either directly or in-
directly. 

 For instance, we are in the 
midst of a healthy, open, seri-
ous discussion about gender 
diversity and the future of co-
education.  The prompting 
for this important discus-
sion has come from a mix 
of students and adults, 
sustained over several 
months.  We have also 
focused, together, on the i m -

portance of our own role 
in protecting the planet.  
The Divest Andover or-
ganization has prompted 
this discussion, picked 
up by Philo, the Phillipian 
and the Board of Trustees 

as an active, serious topic.
As a faculty, we have also 

spent the year reflecting on 
the kind of teaching and learn-
ing that take place on Ando-
ver hill.  You, the students, are 
the prompt for this conversa-
tion.  Your way of learning and 
interacting with one another, 
academically and socially, leads 
us to think deeply about which 
of our traditional modes of 
education we should preserve 
and which new approaches we 
might employ.  We are asking 
hard questions about the craft of 
teaching and learning and how 
we can improve what we do.

These several issues bring to 
mind what we are called to do at 
Andover.  These issues help us 
to see our place in the world. We 
have much to do that lies ahead 
of us – on issues of equity, the 
environment, and the future of 
teaching and learning, among 
many others.

Your activism and engage-
ment reminds us, too, that we 
operate in a context much larg-
er than our own campus.  This 
year, we reckoned together, as a 
community, with the horrors 
of what happened in a New-
town, Connecticut, elemen-
tary school in December.  
We grappled with what 
happened in Boston at the 
finish line of the marathon 
in April.  We remember, 
too, that extraordinarily 
upsetting things happen 
far from us and deserve 
our attention, such as the 
loss of more than 1,000 
lives in a garment factory 
in Bangladesh as we wound 

down our aca-
demic year in 

May.
The way that we re-

spond to these events, 
near and far, is a critically 

important part of our education 
at Andover.  You have responded 
to hardship and to sadness, on 
campus and off, with empathy, 
compassion, and grit.  You have 
demonstrated a strength and 
forcefulness of character that is 
central to the Andover experi-
ence.  As a student body, 
you demonstrate your 
care for one another 
and for the world at large.  W e 
need to remember the impor-
tance of these characteristics, on 
sunny days as well as the stormy 
ones that are surely in our fu-
ture.

We are a school of enormous 
privilege.  We have the luxury 
of time together, as a residential 
community, on a beautiful, well-
conceived campus.  We have an 
unbelievably devoted group of 
teachers on campus, talented 
staff, and an unthinkably 
wonderful, diverse student 
body.  We have the ac-
cumulated wis-
dom of 235 
years of ef-
fective in-
struction 
at two 

schools – Phillips Academy and 
Abbot Academy – on which to 
draw.  We have parents, alumni, 
and friends who contribute mil-
lions of dollars each year to en-
able us to be a need-blind school 
that offers an extraordinary ed-
ucation to students from around 
the world.  We have much for 
which to be thankful. I am eager 
to build on what I’ve learned in 
the past eleven months.

I end this first year as your 
head of school with an acute 
sense of humility: realizing how 
little I know and how much 
I have to learn to be an effec-
tive head of school.  It is a great 
privilege to follow the lead of 
my predecessor, Barbara Landis 
Chase.  It is fun and rewarding 
to serve alongside people who 
have been at this work as 
long as I’ve been 

alive, especially 
Associate Head 
of School Re-
becca Sykes, 
whose wis-
dom, it seems 
to me, knows no bounds.  I will 
miss the energy, enthusiasm, 
and devotion of the seniors who 
are graduating this June.  I will 
miss working with the faculty 
members who are leaving this 
year, and greatly look forward to 
learning from and serving along-
side those who are coming back 
in the fall.  

We all, myself included, have 
great teachers here at Phillips 
Academy.  I count myself among 
those who are fortunate to be re-
ceiving an Andover education.  I 
look forward to making the most 
of it.
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Theatre 520 Productions
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Peyton Alie

“Brighton Beach Memoirs” Brings WWII New York to Andover

In the revival pro-
duction of Neil Simon’s 
s e m i - a u t o b i o g r a p h i c a l 
1983 hit play “Brighton 
Beach Memoirs,” 15-year-
old Eugene Jerome, played 
by Adam Brody ’14, strug-
gles with adolescence and 
family conflict.

Set in the dawn of 
World War II in a post-
Great Depression Brook-
lyn, NY, the play mixes 
elements of comedy and 
drama to present a charm-
ing and dynamic tale of 
the personal and inter-
personal struggles of a 
young man. Interrupting 
the dramatic storyline 
with moments of his mis-
adventures experiencing 
puberty and discovering 
sex, Eugene lightened the 
mood of the production 
considerably.

The show opens with 
a narration from Eu-
gene, who discusses his 
passion for baseball and 
writing. Eugene also be-
lieves he receives unfair 
treatment from his Jew-
ish parents, Kate, played 
by Jackie Murray ’13, and 
Jack, played by David 
McCullough ’13. Caroline 
Sambuco ’13 as cousin 
Nora and Susannah Hyde 
’13 as Aunt Blanche also 
made the ensemble more 
wholesome.

Eugene’s conflict is ac-
companied by that of his 
brother, Stanley, played by 
Hemang Kaul ’13, who is 
forced to choose between 
apologizing for standing 
up to his boss on behalf 
of another worker, or risk 
being fired. This moral 
dilemma forces Stanley to 
choose between support-
ing his family and doing 
the right thing.

“I very much liked 
[Kaul’s] interpretation of 
Stanley. I’ve seen him per-
form before in the Under 
the Bed performances, 
but there’s a huge differ-
ence between what I’ve 
seen Hemang [Kaul] do in 

the improvisational games 
versus in a full play,” said 
Theodore Perez ’16.

The actors interacted 
skillfully with each other 
to craft a vibrant, but also 
strained family dynamic. 
Through subtle expres-
sions, body language and 
tone, the actors captured 
years of complex relation-
ships between their char-
acters.

In the midst of so much 
conflict, further strain is 
put on the family when 
Jack loses his second job 
selling party favors. How-
ever, the story reaches 
its climax when Kate and 
Aunt Blanche erupt into an 

argument rooted in years 
of unresolved tension.

After losing his salary 
in a poker game, Stanley 
abandons his family to join 
the army. Stanley’s deci-
sion results in a change 
of leadership within the 
family with Eugene taking 
charge.

The stage set evoked 
the cramped atmosphere 
of Eugene’s 1930s New 
York City family home. 
Divided into two floors, 
the set featured a street 
wound along the edge of 
the stage, and the kitchen 
and the dining room on 
the first level. The second 
floor was divided into two 

bedrooms shared by the 
four children.

“The fact that every 
[part of the set] was con-
nected also made watch-
ing the entire production 
fascinating; their move-
ments to particular loca-
tions set the mood differ-
ently. For instance, the 
dining room had a differ-
ent atmosphere than the 
boys’ room. It contributed 
to the overall cohesive-
ness of the play,” wrote 

Julia Kim ’14 in an 
e-mail to 

The 

Phil-
lipian.

T h e 
Theatre and 
Dance Department 
spent two months 
preparing for the 
show under the 
direction of Kev-
in Heelan, In-
structor in The-
atre.

“It was a 
great historical 
piece. I really 
felt in the mo-
ment, down to 
the details,” 
said Gabri-
el Braunstein 

’16, a member of the audi-
ence. “I felt like the music 
in between the first and 
second acts as well as be-
fore the show was a great 
way to transport the audi-
ence to a different time, as 
well as vignette the whole 
play in the world of the 
30s.”

Caroline Sambuco

24 Hour Plays Draw Laughter

For 24 sleepless hours, 
producers Julius Ross ’13, Su-
sannah Hyde ’13 and Arianna 
Chang ’13, along with a group 
of student writers, directors, 
stage managers and actors, 
downed caffeine as they 
worked to devise, stage and 
perform six plays for the high-
ly-anticipated 24 hour plays in 
Steinbach Theatre.

Students raced against the 
clock in preparation for the 
night’s first performance at 
7:15 p.m.

“Breaking and Entering 
for Dummies,” written by An-
nika Neklason ’13 and directed 
by Ben Yi ’14, chronicles the 
experience of three friends 
as they break into a stranger’s 
house to rearrange furniture, 
and end up robbing the resi-
dent of sanity, rather than ma-
terial goods.

Gu, who played a goon ob-
sessed with licking all objects 
he sees, infused the play with 
humor and captured the at-
tention of several members of 
the audience.

Chronicling an awkward 
coffeeshop romance between 
a barista and a customer, 
“Bloody Coffee,” written by 
Kevin Newhall ’13, went up 
next.

Donny, played by Andries 
Feder ’13, attempts to pick up 
Isabella, an attractive girl he 
has been eyeing, played by 
Lydia Kaprelian ’13. With the 
help of his fellow barista and 
best friend Gerald, played by 
Theo Agbi ’13, Donny suc-
ceeds in winning the love of 
the girl of his dreams.

“The highlight of ‘Bloody 
Coffee’ was the heated con-
frontation between Gerald 
and Shanice, in which Shan-
ice’s wig was torn off,” said Es-
ther Cohen ’14, director of the 
“Bloody Coffee.”

Imaginary friends, 
Pokémon and Japanese cul-
ture collided in “Japanophil-
ia,” written by Bella Flynn ’15 
and directed by David Bene-
dict ’15.

Emily, played by Vien-
na Kuhn ’16, is a shy girl who 
feigns sickness so that she 
can stay home to spend time 
with her imaginary Japanese 
friend, the confident Emi-
Chan, played by Sophiya Chi-
ang ’14. When a popular bad 
boy at school, Chad, played 
by Paul Kinard ’15, delivers 
pizza to her house, Emily is 
forced to fight for his affection 
against her uninvolved moth-
er Karen, played by Frances 
Yackel ’15, and her supposed 
imaginary friend.

A Thanksgiving reunion of 
old friends in the deep South 
unraveled issues about love 
and Thanksgiving feasts in the 
play “Moules Frites Missouri’s 
Big Bangin’ Bash” written by 

Veronica Harrington ’13 and 
directed by Joey Salvo ’14.

“All [the actors] did such a 
good job with their Southern 
accents, even though the play 
became a little harder to fol-
low because of the [Southern] 
accent. I have to say, [Mocco’s] 
punchline, ‘Gee, you’re the 
greatest cousin ever!’ definite-
ly made the whole play,” said 
Jerry Li ’14, a member from 
the audience.

Every teenage boy’s fan-
tasy of being in a dorm filled 
with seductive female resi-
dents was fulfilled in “Ponies 
and Rainbows,” written by 
Michael May ’13 and directed 
by Anna Stacy ’13.

Rick, a house counselor’s 
son, played by Emma Kukiels-
ki ’15, sneaks into a girl’s room 
in hopes of stealing a bra to 
complete his disguise as a girl. 
However, his cover is blown 
before he manages to get his 
hands on one. Hilarity ensues 
as Grace, Lora and Andra, 
played respectively by Kai 
Kornegay ’14, Erica Nork ’16 
and Lane Unsworth ’15, invite 
Rick to an underwear pillow 
fight without realizing his true 
identity.

It is true that men will do 
anything to win a girl, even 
pretend to be British and fake 
an accent, as shown in the 
play “Anglophilia,” written by 
Mads Engel ’14 and directed 
by Casey Durant ’14.

“With subtle drug refer-
ences and just enough profan-
ity, Mads managed to create 
a quirky, SNL-esque skit that 
kept the audience laughing,” 
said Noah Hornik ’15, a mem-
ber of the audience.

Peyton Alie

Ensemble Cast Presents 
Putnam County Spelling Bee

Joining forces for the 
Spring Term musical play 
production, the Music and 
Theatre Departments pre-
sented a satirical take on 
middle school spelling bees 
in the musical “The 25th An-
nual Putnam County Spelling 
Bee.”

The play is a Tony-award 
winning musical adaptation 
that centers on a group of 
quirky adolescents compet-
ing in a highly-intense county 
spelling bee.

One of the competitors 
was Logainne Schwartzan-
dgrubenierre, played by Al-
exa Rodriguez-Pagano ’16. 
Logainne exuded awkward-
ness and insecurity because of 
constant pressure to practice 
spelling from her two dads, 
played by Jaleel Williams ’15 
and David Benedict ’15.

In a particularly strong 
rendition of the piece “Woe 
is Me,” Logainne argued with 
her fathers as she laments 
about her fear of disappoint-
ment, as well as her subse-
quent determination to win 
the bee.

Another speller, Leaf Co-
neybear, played by Tom Bur-
nett ’15, is the youngest child 
of a dysfunctional family. 
Though he was only the sec-
ond runner-up in his school’s 
spelling bee, Leaf was allowed 
to compete in the county bee 
because the winner and first 
runner-up had to attend the 
winner’s Bat Mitzvah.

While Leaf often ap-
peared dazed and unfocused, 
he gained confidence as the 
bee progressed. In his rendi-

tion of the song “I’m Not That 
Smart,” Leaf revealed that his 
older siblings constantly be-
littled him, an act that led to 
Leaf’s low self-esteem.

Other competitors in the 
county bee also included Wil-
liam Barfée, a stereotypical 
nerd who suffers from a sinus 
infection, played by Charles 
Stacy ’16, the always nervous 
and lonely Olive Ostrovsky 
played by Rebecca Cheng ’14, 
and Marcy Park, a ruthless 
and extremely competitive 
speller played by Sophiya 
Chiang ’14.

While “The 25th Annual 
Putnam County Spelling Bee” 
revolved around the young 
spelling bee contestants, the 
students playing the adults 
who run the Bee managed 
to steal the show. Organizer 
Rona Lisa Perretti, played by 
Anna Stacy ’13, was running 
the bee because she had nev-
er quite gotten over the ex-
citement of the bee she had 
won as a child. On the other 
hand, Mitch Mahoney, played 
by Jason Teng ’13, is a secretly 
tender-hearted convict who 
was forced to help with the 
Bee to complete his commu-
nity service requirements.

“Anna [Stacy] was really 
good! Her character was re-
ally perky, and I like how she 
was always laughing. It was 
awkward but showed how 
enthusiastic she was. She was 
like a sports announcer! Her 
voice was very high, which 
made her character sound 
very hyper and girlish,” said 
Joyce Wang ’15.

Along with the constant 
unveiling of the characters’ 
personal lives and sources of 
stress, the musical also incor-
porated audience interaction.

Four audience members 
were called up at the begin-
ning of the show to compete 
in the bee. The activity led 
to amusing made-up facts 
about each competitors, one 
of which was Roxanne Barry, 
Director of Summer Oppor-
tunities, who was said to “cur-
rently have no plans for the 
summer.”

The play soon resumed 
and the competition was 
eventually whittled down 
to William Barfée and Olive, 
who had realized her true 
passion for spelling. Barfée 
ultimately won, but both 
competitors were able to find 
friendship and peace with 
each other.

“I liked that Barfée has 
his apparent physical flaws as 
well as his inner flaw, despite 
his sociopathic nature. I like 
how he finally finds sanction 
with Olive, who is the only 
one who sees past his aggres-
sive attitude, and makes him 
feel compassion once in his 
life,” said Stacy.

The musical ended with 
brief updates on each char-
acter’s life since the bee. The 
cast, both the spellers and the 
bee officials, gather to sing the 
finale song, in which they say, 
“At the 25th Annual Putnam 
County Spelling bee, we grew 
up undeniably.”

“In the show, we really 
wanted to convey the high 
pressure that all the children 
were under, whether it was 
from their parents or their 
peers. It was the most import-
ant idea in the show because it 
relates the most to our every-
day lives at Andover. That’s 
what made the cast’s connec-
tion to the script so powerful,” 
said Rodriguez-Pagano.
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Emma Kukielski ’15, Lane Unsworth ’15 and Erica 
Nork ’16 perform in “Ponies and Rainbows.”
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Andries Feder ’13 and Theo Agbi ’13 argue with each 
other.
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The cast members of “Spelling Bee” scramble across the stage.
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(Left) Nora, played by Caroline Sambuco ’14, throws a tantrum. (Right) Aunt Blanche, played by Susannah Hyde ’13 fixes her make-up.
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Behind the Scenes...
Senior Spotlights: Theatre

Di Ouyang

The Producers: Julius Ross, Arianna Chang and Susannah Hyde

Sitting in the office in 
George Washington Hall, 
the three student produc-
ers of the Andover Theater 
Department are regularly 
seen talking about recent 
campus news and Dance 
Open plans.

“This office is our 
home. We are the best 
friends,” said Arianna 
Chang ’13, referring to the 
other two producers, Ju-
lius Ross ’13 and Susannah 
Hyde ’13. “It’s hard not to 
be. We spend a lot of time 
with each other.”

Chang did not have any 
prior theater experience 
before coming to Ando-
ver. The four-year Senior 
came across the theater 
on a Friday night during 
her Junior Fall. One of 
the producers at the time 
introduced her to Drama 
Labs, a student-run week-
ly drama production that 
she immediately fell in 
love with. It was then that 
Chang applied to direct 
her first show.

“After that, I thought, 
I could do this theater 
thing. I ended up audition-
ing for Theater 520, and I 
got in. I found out that I 
liked directing more, and 
it snowballed from there,” 
said Chang.

Similar to Chang, be-
fore coming to Andover, 
Ross, who is from Easter 
Island, had never had any 
prior experience in the-
ater.

“My theater experi-
ence is also marked by 
Drama Labs being the first 
theater experience that 
I’ve ever had. I discovered 
‘tech-ing’ in my Upper 
year from Taylor Perkins 
’12. He showed me how 
much gratification you can 
get from working behind 
the scenes, even though 
you never really get recog-
nized on stage,” said Ross.

With a fair amount of 
experience with school 
musicals and theater prior 
to Andover, Hyde has al-
ways been very into acting.

“We all started off 
from the Drama Lab. It 
is such a great thing. In 
Freshman Winter, I audi-
tioned for the drama lab 
and got in. The drama lab 
just gave me the chance to 
stay involved in theater. A 
turning point for me was 
the summer before Up-
per year; I decided to try 
playwriting, which I had 
never done before. I’ve 
always been interested in 
creative writing, and end-
ed up loving playwriting,” 

said Hyde.
The producers run all 

the big events on cam-
pus, including the Drama 
Labs, Grasshopper Night, 
24-hour plays and talent 
shows. 

“As producer, you over-
see everything. Part of 
our job is managing logis-
tics and everything,” said 
Hyde.

The three producers 
agreed that the 24-hour 
plays was one of their fa-
vorite theater events on 
campus.

“I’ve done it for four 
years. It’s the first show 
I’ve ever acted in. It’s so 
spontaneous. There is this 
great sense of camarade-
rie. This year all three of 
us had to stay up all night 
helping out the process. 
It was crazy. Ideas were 
coming up at 2 a.m. in the 
morning. Anyone wants 
to be there. No one wants 
to be anywhere else,” said 
Chang.

Starting as a director, 
an actress and a tech pro-
ducer respectively, Chang, 
Hyde and Ross each have 
certain areas of theater to 
focus on.

“We all do everything 
a little bit, because every-
thing you do helps you 

get better at the one thing 
you are focusing on,” said 
Chang.

From last spring, the 
three producers started 
working as a team. “This 
year, the three of us work 
so well together. We are 
completely happy to take 
the workload off someone 

when that person has tests 
and papers,” said Ross. 

Hyde also mentioned 
that they had worked on 
the Spring Festival, which 
happened in May. It was 
held outside on the lawn, 
so that more people could 
get involved. 

“It’s definitely stress-

ful at times, because there 
is so much more that goes 
into it. It could be real-
ly hard to stay on top of 
things. But in the end, I’m 
doing something I love. I 
know this is what I want 
to do,” said Hyde.

Z.GALLAGHER/THE PHILLIPIAN

This year’s theater producers have put on a number of successful shows.

Ji Lee & Emma Crowe

Anna Stacy Shines as Singer and as Actress

When she’s not leading 
Andover’s co-ed acapella 
group, Keynotes, Anna Stacy 
’13 can often be spotted per-
forming in Fidelio Society or 
acting on stage in a Theater 
520 production.

Stacy has made her Ando-
ver career more memorable 
by incorporating theatrical ac-
tivities into her Andover expe-
rience. According to Stacy, the 
school that she was enrolled 
in prior to Andover lacked a 
strong theater program.

“Imagine my excitement 
when I saw how many theater 
opportunities there were at 
Andover to participate in, and 
not just onstage, but as a direc-
tor and techie!” wrote Stacy in 
an e-mail to The Phillipian.

Her Andover theater ca-
reer started off behind the 
scenes. Her first term as a 
new Lower, Stacy became 
the Assistant Stage Manager 
of Grasshopper Night and di-
rector of a Drama Lab titled 
“Yellow Marrow.” According 
to Stacy, the opportunity really 
helped integrated her into the 
theater world of Andover. 

Stacy has branched out 
since her days as an Assistant 
Stage Manager. She played 

a loudly comical character, 
Hysterium, in last year’s The-
ater-520 production of “A 
Funny Thing Happened on 
the Way to the Forum,” a sol-
dier and an Arabian dancer in 
this Fall’s Theater and Dance 
biannual rendition of “The 
Nutcracker” and Rona Lisa 
Peretti in this Spring’s “The 
25th Annual Putnam County 
Spelling Bee.”

“[Rona Lisa] was a fun 
role to play, but the energy 
required for such an irritating 
character was a lot to ask for 
someone in Senior Spring!” 
said Stacy.

According to Stacy, acting 
has given her a new perspec-
tive about the art of theater.

“Acting isn’t pretending 
to be someone else, that’s just 
not believable—it’s taking 
what characteristics you al-
ready have and making them 
bigger or smaller to fit a part. 
As for other people, it makes 
you have to listen to them and 
learn how to react and inter-
act,” said Stacy.

Besides her love for the-
ater, Stacy also harbors a pas-
sion for music. Growing up 
in a musical household, Stacy 
said that music has always 

been a part of her life. 
“Although neither of my 

parents plays an instrument 
anymore, they have always 
been avid music listeners, so 
music immediately became 
my number one pastime. I 
love music in all capacities,” 
said Stacy.

Stacy hopes to further 
pursue singing as a concen-
tration at Brown University, 
where she will be studying 
next year. Stacy said that she 

will continue participating 
actively in Brown’s theatrical 
productions.

“I used to really want to be 
an actor, or maybe a director. 
I’m not so sure now, though,” 
wrote Stacy in an e-mail to 
The Phillipian. “I’m also a 
big science-lover. But who 
knows? Anything can happen. 
I can’t and won’t give it up, 
though, and I look forward to 
participating in theatrical pro-
ductions in college!”

A.TAMKIN/THE PHILLIPIAN

Stacy is part of Keynotes, Chorus and Fidelio.

Maggie Kobelski

Hemang Kaul Brings Humor to The Stage and The Podium 

Involved with the-
ater since his Junior year, 
Hemang Kaul ’13 has made 
a number of notewor-
thy appearances on stage 
throughout his past four 
years at Andover. From the 
witty improv group, Under 
The Bed, to this season’s hit 
play on campus “Brighton 
Beach Memoirs,” Kaul has 
participated in numerous 
hit performances Kaul is 

well known by many for his 
clever sense of humor and 
heartwarming presence on 
stage. 

Kaul said his first the-
atrical experience was his 
role as the weather man on 
his middle school TV show. 
Kaul recollects, “We had a 
TV show called Woodchuck 
TV, and I was the weather 
man. Every morning I would 
go up on the TV and I’d say 

‘Good morning Woodhill! 
I’m Hemang Kaul your 
Woodhill weatherman, and 
I would sometimes make 
jokes while I did that.” 

Kaul has participated 
in Under The Bed since his 
Lower year. “It’s probably 
the best thing I do on cam-
pus,” he said, “ and the fun-
nest, most useful and most 
important to me.” 

UTB member Andrew 
Vallejos ’14 said in an e-mail 
to The Phillipian, “He’s like 
the dad of the group, always 
keeping us in line and mak-
ing sure we practice what 
needs to be practiced and 
aside from being a good 
performer, he’s also a good 
teacher to newcomers in 
improv like me.” 

Recently, Kaul has 
co-founded a stand-up com-
edy club with Mads Engel 
’14. “I thought I would start 
this club because I’ve always 
been interested in stand-
up,” he said. 

Kaul took an important 
step in his theatrical career 
this spring in the popu-
lar student play “Brighton 
Beach Memoirs,” directed 
by Kevin Heelan, Instructor 

in Theater and Dance. 
Kaul said, “It was a good 

experience. It was my first 
big role in a big production.” 

In the play, Kaul played 
the reckless older brother 
of Eugene Gerome, played 
by co-star Adam Brody ’14, 
named Stanley. Prior to his 
role in the production, Kaul 
has been an actor in several 
Drama Labs, as well as being 
a stage manager and direc-
tor.

Along with theater, Kaul 
has also made his mark in 
the music department, in-
cluding singing in the Yor-
kies since his Upper year 
and performing in numer-
ous Grasshopper Nights 
over the years. 

Although used to the 
spotlight, Kaul said he still 
gets nervous on stage just 
like everyone else.

“There’s not time on 
stage when I’m not nervous, 
but I like it. I like the feel-
ing,” Kaul said. “There al-
ways is that kind of feeling 
like I’m gonna mess up, but 
then you just go up on stage 
and you don’t.” 

E.AVVAKUMOVA/THE PHILLIPIAN

Kaul has been involved with the theater department 
since his Junior year.
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Kaul performs in an Under the Bed skit.
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Stacy sings a traditional folk song with Fidelio Society.



On the Stage...
Dance Productions

The Nutcracker Spreads Christmas Joy

Holiday spirits and fes-
tivities graced a snow-laden 
Andover campus as 50 stu-
dent dancers, faculty mem-
bers and children came 
together to perform Ando-
ver’s community-wide ren-
dition of the classic holiday 
ballet, “The Nutcracker.”

The two-act ballet in 
Tang Theatre featured 
dancers from the Boston 
Ballet, who played the roles 
of the Sugar Plum Fairy and 
her Cavalier. 

With music scores 
by the composer Pyotr 
Tchaikovsky, “The Nut-
cracker” was directed and 
choreographed by Judith 
Wombwell, Instructor in 
Dance. Wombwell started 
the tradition of performing 
“The Nutcracker” in 1996.

The lead role of “The 
Nutcracker,” Clara, was 
shared by Madeline Silva 
’13 and Rochelle Wilbun ’13.

In “The Nutcracker,” 
Clara receives a wooden 
nutcracker toy from her 
godfather, the magician 
Herr Drosselmeyer, played 
by Carlos Hoyt, Associate 
Dean of Students.

After evil mice in red 
petticoats attack Clara and 
her nutcracker, the nut-
cracker is dramatically 
transformed from a wood-
en toy to a real man. Played 
by Adam Brody ’14, the 

Nutcracker Prince then un-
sheathes his sword and du-
els with King Mouse, played 
by Michaela Barczak ’15.

The production then 
follows Clara and the Nut-
cracker Prince through the 
Land of Snow and Land of 
Sweets.

In order to capture an 
impression of magic, the 
technical crew of “The Nut-
cracker,” led by Ian Song 
’13, Stage Manager of the 
production, has been ex-
tensively preparing for the 
show’s special effects and 
seamless transitions. In one 
dramatic scene, a Christmas 
tree grows and lights up be-
fore the audience’s eyes.

“It’s not just a dance 
show. There’s so much 
technical work involved 
like the growing tree, elab-
orate lighting and very 
quick scene changes. They 
happen in split seconds; we 
suddenly go from a barn to 
out to the snow. Seeing all 
those elements go together 
is truly what makes it spe-
cial,” said Erin Strong, In-
structor and Chair in The-
ater and Dance, who serves 
as a rehearsal assistant to 
Wombwell for “The Nut-
cracker.”

In one scene, an eight-
foot tall blue-haired elderly 
woman dressed in a large 
rose-patterned hoop skirt 
makes an appearance— the 
character is Mother Ginger, 
played by Kevin Graber, As-
sistant Dean of Admission.

As Mother Ginger, Gra-
ber is on stilts while fac-
ulty children hide under-
neath his skirt, playing the 
role of “bon-bons.” At one 
point, Graber’s skirt opens 
and the children, dressed 
in colorful one-piece suits, 
skip out of the skirt and en-
tertain the audience with 
games.

The Snow Queen and 
King, regents of the Land 
of Snow, are played by Kud-
la and Graham Johns ’14, 
who dance and leap s u r -
rounded by a 
flurry of fake 
snow.

“ O u r 
s n o w 

scene in particular is un-
believable. [Johns and 
Kudla’s] pas de deux [bal-
let duet] as the Snow King 
and Queen is just exquisite. 
The Boston Ballet dancers, 
quite frankly, will be out-
shined by our students this 
year,” said Strong.

Act Two sets a different 
tone for “The Nutcracker” 
because it presents a vi-
brant and lively world filled 
with fantasy creatures, a 
stark contrast to Clara’s 
warm, old-fashioned barn 
house in colonial Ando-
ver and the chilly Land of 
Snow.

The stage is trans-
formed into the Land of 
Sweets with treats from all 
over the world, including 
Spanish chocolate, Arabian 
coffee and Russian candy 
canes, abound.

One of the show’s high-
lights is a novel interpre-
tation of an Arabian-style 
dance. Featuring David Mc-
Cullough ’13 in his first bal-
let experience, the Arabian 
dance showcases a mix of 
classical ballet and mod-
ern ballet steps in a single 
dance scheme.

“My initial impulse 
[about being in a ballet 
show] was ‘No way,’ but 
then I thought: ‘Why not? 
What’s the worst that can 
happen? It would be fun.’ 
And it is; it’s a blast. My 

parents thought it was 
hilarious. When I told 
them I was going to be 
performing, they were 

so flabbergasted. But I 
think it’s important to 

be trying new things; 
it’s things like 
that that develop 
you,” said Mc-
Cullough.

Arts Staff Report
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Carlos Hoyt plays the kind-hearted Herr Drosselmeyer.

Dance Open Wows the Audience

Dancers of all grades 
and styles came together 
at the annual Dance Open, 
a student-choreographed 
show featuring a range of 
performances from ballet to 
step. Graham Johns ’14 and 
Madeleine Silva ’13 directed 
the event.

This year’s Dance Open 
was more successful than 
last year’s, with increased 
attendance that completely 
packed Steinbach Theater 
on both Friday and Satur-
day.

SLAM, Andover’s step 
team, kicked off the show 
with a dramatic piece, com-
plete with pulsing lights. 
Loud, resounding and in 
perfect unison, members of 
SLAM stepped to the pow-
erful music in crisp white 
button-downs and white 
sneakers.

“It’s a lot of work,” said 
Unwana Abasi ’13, co-head 

of SLAM. “SLAM has been 
preparing since the first 
week of the term. I would 
say we were all a little more 
nervous earlier this week. 
At this point, we’re all just 
excited. It’s just a matter of 
getting the shows out to the 
audience, which is a ton of 
fun for everyone.”

The show transitioned 
to a slower pace when Em-
ily Ewing ’14, Marion Kudla 
’15 and Rolando Bonachea 
’13 performed “Same Love” 
by Macklemore, a piece 
choreographed by Suzanne 
Wang ’13. The gentle per-
formance told the touching 
story of two young lovers 
separated by a third par-
ty. Stirring, emotional and 
graceful, the dance embod-
ied and projected a story of 
love, perseverance and pa-
tience.

Hypnotiq, Andover’s 
hip hop dance group, per-
formed a well-received 
dance. Choreographed by 
Abasi, Thomi Pamplin ’14 
and Jenny Zeng ’13, the in-

tense and aggressive dance 
told the love story of star-
crossed lovers played by 
Robert Rush ’14 and Jada 
Sanchez ’15.

“Hypnotiq’s dance was 
really unique and entertain-
ing. They all got so into it, 
and they really embodied 
their characters; every sin-
gle dancer was so passion-
ate. Altogether, it was really, 
really cool to watch,” said 
Corinne Singer ’15.

Members of Footnotes, 
Andover’s tap dancing 
troupe, dressed in collared 
shirts and colorful ties and 
staged a work scene for 
their dance, “A Day in the 
Office.” The choreography 
was accompanied solely by 
Microsoft Windows sound 
effects.

At the end of the show, 
many audience members 
were in awe of Johns and 
Wilbun’s performance of 
“Hummingbird.” The two 
complemented each oth-
er in their mastery of the 
dance. The dimly-lit stage 
and the urgent feel of the 
music made the choreog-
raphy more dramatic and 
memorable.

Prior to the show, 
nerves, anticipation, and 
excitement dominated the 
backstage of Dance Open as 
the dancers rushed to pre-
pare and warm up.

“It’s a little scary per-
forming as a freshman,” 
said Claire Tellekson-Flash 
’16. “But I think it’s a bit 
scary no matter what.”

Emma Crowe

ADG Steals the 
Stage with (e)Merge

(e)Merge, Andover 
Dance Group’s (ADG) last 
and biggest production 
of Winter Term, featured 
original choreography that 
emphasized individual so-
los, lyrical interpretation 
and lighting manipulation.

The evening kicked off 
with a dramatic interpre-
tation of the song “In the 
Backseat” by Arcade Fire. 
Choreographed by Judith 
Wombwell, Instructor in 
Dance, each dancer had 
her own solo performance. 
Madeline Silva ’13, Rochelle 
Wilbun ’13, Suzanne Wang ’13 
and Marion Kudla ’15 wore 
black leotards and tights 
to contrast the red lighting 
during the song’s crescendo.

For the second piece, 
“2.718,” Erin Strong, Chair 
and Instructor in Dance, 
combined the songs “Emi-
ly’s Reel” and “Second Time 
Around” by Yo-Yo Ma, Edgar 
Meyer and Mark O’Connor 
to create a more traditional 
feeling. Dancers Emily Field 
’13, Emily Ewing ’14 and 
Elizabeth McGonagle ’16 
wore pastel silky dresses 
designed by Billy Murray, 
Instructor in Costuming. 
The dancers spun in care-
fully choreographed circular 
formations while they were 
accompanied by the folky 
music. As the music slowed, 
however, the dance gradual-
ly became more individual-
ized and introspective. The 
dancers’ outstanding facial 
expressions helped con-
vey the atmospheric mood 
throughout the entire dance.

“Andover Dance Group 
is made up of our most se-
rious dancers, so over a pe-
riod of years I try to give 
them a variety of different 
challenges. Since the Nut-
cracker was ballet and ‘tech-
nically’ focused, I thought 
it would be great to follow 
up with something where 
they were challenged more 
intellectually and emotion-
ally,” wrote Wombwell in 
an e-mail to The Phillipian. 
“The pieces ‘In the Back-
seat,’ ‘Close Calls’ and ‘2.718’ 
were all very strong, but very 
different from each other. 
Each piece really show-
cased the dancers well.”

Following the trend of 
highlighting individuality, 
“Close Calls,” also choreo-
graphed by Strong and per-
formed by the same danc-
ers as “2.718,” used the song 
“There Ya Go,” by Bobby Mc-

Ferrin and had original con-
tributions from the dancers.

The most experimental 
piece of the show, “Close 
Calls” featured dancers Em-
mie Avvakumova ’14, Rozenn 
Carrio ’13, Rebecca Cheng 
’14, Sarah Cronin ’15, Vivian 
Liu ’15, Abriana Mayer ’14, 
Kana Rolett ’13 and Anna 
Stacy ’13 dressed in tunic-like 
tops over white leggings. 
Contrasting the graceful 
movements of the previous 
pieces, much of “Close Calls” 
featured simple, almost 
mechanical walking move-
ments. The dancers empha-
sized the quirky nature of the 
dance with audible breaths 
and “bip” and “bop” noises.

“[‘Close Calls’] was very 
interesting because we, the 
dancers, used our voices, 
whether it was for humming, 
whistling or simple things 
like sighing. We wanted the 
audience to laugh, in a good 
way, because this dance is 
so quirky and different from 
the others,” said Liu, who has 
been dancing for 10 years.

The final piece, “Home,” 
was the most ambitious 
dance of the night. Choreo-
graphed by the Wombwell 
and Avvakumova as a part 
of an informal dance term 
project, it consisted of many 
scenes focusing on themes 
like fragility, time or tech-
nology. The audio was a 
recording of the dancers’ 
thoughts on each subject, 
along with music played by 
guitarist Alec D’Alelio ’14. 
The dance featured Carrio, 
Ewing, Field, Kudla, Rolett, 
Silva, Wang and Wilburn, 
along with Olivia Berkey ’15, 
Janice Cheon ’16, Susannah 
Hyde ’13, Graham Johns 
’14, Sophie Landay ’14 and 
Erica Nork ’16 all dancing.

“I love how they took so 
many elements of home from 
all the dancers and blended 
it together to actually mean 
something,” said Jaleel Wil-
liams ’15 in an e-mail to The 
Phillipian. “As embarrassing 
as it is, I almost teared up 
during the part of ‘Home’ 
where Liv [Berkey] de-
scribed a letter she got from 
some of her friends at home, 
talking about how much 
they missed her and awaited 
her return. It reminded me 
that I had my own friends 
at home. As a performer, I 
know that whenever you 
perform, even though you 
want to [be] perfect, your 
main objective is to make the 
audience feel something.”

Peyton Alie
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Dancers perform the largest ADG show of the year.
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Dance Open offered different genres of dance.
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ADG dances in a synchronized choreography.
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Madeline Silva ’13, as Clara, is attacked by evil mice.
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Behind the Curtain...
Senior Spotlights: Dance

Madeline Silva Grows 
through Dance

Once a shy, unsure new-
comer to the Andover dance 
scene, Madeline Silva ’13 has 
since flourished into a star, 
serving as a model dancer in 
her roles as Co-Head of An-
dover’s jazz dance group, 
Blue Strut, Captain of Ando-
ver Dance Group (ADG) and 
Director of this year’s Dance 
Open. 

“At the beginning I was so, 
so shy, I would always stand in 
the back for dance classes. Be-
ing ADG Captain, being Blue 
Strut Co-Head or directing 
Dance Open has been a gradual 
process,” said Silva.

Though she has been danc-
ing since the age of three, Silva 
recalled her tentative introduc-
tion into Andover dance. 

“When [Rochelle Wil-
bun ’13] and I were Lowers, 
we were so intimidated by 
older members of ADG that 
we didn’t talk to them. They 
would make us try to come to 
brunch, but we would go and 
eat brunch by ourselves be-
cause we were nervous about 
sitting with them,” said Silva. 

As a Co-Head of Blue Strut 
Wilbun and a Captain of ADG, 
Silva used her own experienc-
es as a new underclassman to 
inform how she leads and wel-

comes new Blue Strut mem-
bers.

“This year as Co-Heads, 
[Wilbun and I] very much 
wanted to make the under-
classmen seem welcomed. It’s 
not that the old heads didn’t do 
that, because I did become very 
close to them, but we 
just tried to make that 
connection happen 
even faster because it’s 
better to have that at 
the beginning of the 
year instead of later,” 
said Silva.

“It’s playing 
the role of be-
ing good Co-
Heads and 
keeping the 
group to-
gether. It’s 
also sort 
of like 
b e i n g 
older 
s i s -
t e r s 
and 

helping them out that way,” 
said Silva.

According to Silva, her 
overall growth as a dancer has 
been apparent throughout her 
years at Andover. 

“[Erin] Strong, [Chair and 
Instructor in Dance,] and [Ju-
dith] Wombwell, [Instructor 
in Dance], have showed how 
me how to smile on stage and 
be confident with performance 
and with the way my body 
moves,” said Silva.

Not only has she trans-
formed from a timid to a con-
fident, influential dancer, she 
has also branched out into dif-
ferent dance genres. Although 
she concentrated strictly on 
ballet before she came here, 
even attending numerous bal-
let summer intensives, she 
soon fell in love with modern 
dance. 

“The movement style is 
so different between modern 
and ballet. Ballet did help me 
get into ADG, but modern is 
learning to think about dance 
in a completely different way. 
Modern is more of thinking 
about what you want to do, 
how it looks and what restric-
tions you want to put on it,” 
said Silva.

“Overall, it’s been nice to 
have something that’s so dif-
ferent from academics, and so 
different from a lot of other 
life here. Obviously dance can 
be stressful. You think ‘I have 
to work on this choreography’ 
or ‘Oh, I need to work on this 
move here,’ but I think it’s a dif-

ferent kind of stress,” said 
Silva. “I like being able 

to go to the dance 
studio everyday and 
being able to focus 
on dance. I’m glad 
that I have that, 
and it’s not aca-

demics all the 
time.”

 
 
 

 
 

 

Thomi Pamplin

Unwana Abasi, Versatile, 
Passionate Dancer

Whether she’s danc-
ing as a snowflake in “The 
Nutcracker,” stepping with 
SLAM at Grasshopper 
Night or strutting at Dance 
Open with Hypnotiq, Un-
wana Abasi ’13 has partici-
pated in nearly every genre 
of dance at Andover. Her 
versatility and passion have 
made her an inspiration to 
many other dancers. 

Despite her current po-
sition as a Co-Head of Hyp-
notiq, Abasi arrived at the 
Andover dance scene with 
no hip-hop experience. 

“When I first came 
here, I tried out for Hyp-
notiq my freshman year. I 
made it, and that was my 
main introduction to hip-
hop. I like to dance a lot. I 
knew I was never a horrible 
dancer, and I figured why 
not?” Abasi said. 

With her natural tal-
ent for the genre and hard 
work, she grew from a 
rookie to Co-Head by Up-
per year. 

As a Co-Head, Abasi 
goes above and beyond her 
required duties. In addi-
tion to holding practices 
regularly, she also mentors 
dancers outside of normal 
practice hours to ensure 
they know their parts. 

“Unwana’s a really 
great leader. She always 
gets down to business and 
comes prepared. I’ve liter-
ally never seen her slip up. 
Even better, she’s a great 
learner. She asks the cho-
reographers the right ques-
tions and helps everyone 

else learn with her,” said 
Thomi Pamplin ’14, fellow 
Co-Head of Hypnotiq. 

With her incredible 
success in hip-hop, it’s easy 
to overlook Abasi as a ver-
satile talent in jazz, ballet, 
step and modern dance. 

Abasi said, “I think I’m 
the most attached to ballet 
because I did it for eight 
years before I came here. 
I like what modern rep-
resents the most because 
you can take modern any-
where. It is not as strict as 
ballet or hip-hop. I like the 
theory and implications of 
modern the most, but when 
I’m actually physically 

dancing, I like hip-hop the 
most,” she said. 

Abasi has no doubt that 
she will carry her passion 
and involvement in all 
genres of dance into her 
years after Andover. She 
will attend Harvard Col-
lege next fall where she 
will continue to dance rec-
reationally. 

“I think it’s important 
to continue dancing for the 
rest of my life. Dancing is 
really good for you. It sup-
plements you spiritually, 
emotionally and physically 
at the same time,” said Aba-
si.

Rachel Gerrard
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Silva as Clara in “The Nutcracker”
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Abasi dances to a routine of SLAM.

Rochelle Wilbun Combines Art and Athleticism in Dance

Inspired by her sister, 
Rochelle Wilbun ’13 start-
ed to dance at the age of 
three at a dance studio in a 
renovated firehouse. 

“I fell in love with it 
right away. After [sign-
ing up,] I just sort of went 
crazy with it!” said Wil-
bun. She recalled how the 
dance instructors thought 
it was cute when she 
would run into the studio 
after her older sister every 
time they came for lessons.

Throughout elemen-
tary and middle school, 
Wilbun was also enrolled 
in cheerleading courses, 
but when her mom asked 
her to choose between the 
two, there was no doubt in 
her mind that dance was 
her passion. 

“What made dance 
stand out to me over oth-
er sport is that it is not a 
sport, but rather a very 
athletic form of an art,” 
said Wilbun. Thus, she 
considers herself an artist, 
not an athlete.

“That’s the amazing 
thing about dancers,” said 
Wilbun. “They do every-
thing that athletes do, but 
they look beautiful, ele-
gant, and graceful while 
doing it.” 

Although Wilbun be-
gan as a classically trained 
ballerina and still practic-
es ballet, over the years 

she has focused in on mod-
ern dance as a personal 
specialty. 

“I love the rigidity of 
ballet technique, how ev-
erything is set in stone. 
However, modern dance 
is much more organic. It’s 
more freeing,” said Wil-
bun. Her love for abstract 
modern dance, however, 
has not swayed her belief 
that a foundation in ballet 
is important to become a 
serious dancer.

On campus, Wilbun is 

Co-Head of Blue Strut, An-
dover’s jazz dance group. 
According to Wilbun, Blue 
Strut allows her to be a lit-
tle bit more “sassy” than 
her usual style. In addi-
tion, it has allowed her to 
try her hand at choreogra-
phy for the first dance.

“Dances that I have 
choreographed are much 
easier for me to perform 
because they come so nat-
urally to me,” said Wilbun.

Wilbun took a leave 
of absence from Andover 

during her Upper year to 
further pursue dance. Ac-
cording to Wilbun, she 
wanted to pursue a con-
servatory-style dance that 
required much more time 
than she had available at 
Andover. 

This year, Wilbun has 
worked hard to maintain 
a balance between danc-
ing and academics, some-
thing that she found hard 
to pinpoint her Junior and 
Lower year. Now, she uses 
dance as a way to relieve 

stress from her academic 
life instead of adding to it. 

Rochelle plans to at-
tend the Tisch School of 
Dance at New York Uni-
versity next year. She 

plans to gain a Bachelor in 
Fine Arts in dance. After 
college, Wilbun hopes to 
join a dance company and 
continue her career as a 
professional dancer.

Charlotte Berry
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Abasi is Co-Head of Hypnotiq and has been involved with the dance group 
for four years.
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Silva strikes a starting dance position.
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Left: Rochelle Wilbun practices 
Right: Wilbun started dancing because of her sister.



On the Stage...
Musical Performances
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Claps from the audience 
intermingled with the live-
ly rhythms of the strings 
and winds as the Ando-
ver Band and Orchestras 
took the stage of Cochran 
Chapel last Friday evening.

The L’Insieme di Marte-
di Sera ensemble, more com-
monly known as the Tuesday 
Band, opened the evening 
with “The Great Locomotive 
Chase” by Robert W. Smith.

Combining high, folk-
song-like notes of the record-
er with the swift movement 
of the strings, the Corelli 
Ensemble, one of Andover’s 
three classical instruments 
ensembles, performed the 
first three movements of 
Georg Philipp Telemann’s 
“Concerto in C Major.”

The Amadeus Ensem-
ble performed next with 
Pyotr Tchaikovsky’s “Ser-
enade for Strings, Op. 48,” 
a piece filled with fluid, 
interchanging notes be-
tween violin, cello and viola.

The Academy Concert 
Band, brought other-world 
feelings to the Chapel 
with a performance of the 
song “Jupiter” by Gustav 
Holst, with lively rhythm 
and unexpected bursts 
of brass and percussion.

After a brief pause, the 
Academy Chamber Or-
chestra, an ensemble con-
sisting of only string play-
ers, performed the first 
movement of “Serenade 

for Strings in E Major, Op. 
22” by Antonin Dvoräk.

The Academy Sympho-
ny Orchestra, consisting of 
players from Chamber, Ama-
deus and Corelli Orchestras, 
performed two distinct 
pieces. The Symphony Or-
chestra’s rendition of “Pre-
lude to Hansel and Gretel” 
by Engelbert Humperdinck 
was a hit among the play-
ers and the audience due to 
its lively tone reminiscent 
of the childhood fairytale.

“I felt within the piece. 
There was a very diverse 
sampling of styles and 
speeds. The beginning of 
the piece showcased some 
beautiful French horn and 
woodwind melodies fol-
lowed by some passages that 
h i g h - light-

ed the talent of our string 
section,” said Ryan Mill-
er ’14, an oboe player who 
performed in the concert.

The final performance 
of the night, “Eijen a Mag-
ya, Polka Schnell, Op. 332” 
by Johann Strauss Jr., 
evoked enthusiasm from 
the audience as [James] 
Orent, [Instructor in Mu-
sic,] invited them to clap 
along with the quick tempo.

“Their participation re-
ally made the concert amus-
ing to be part of, whether 
you were playing or just in 
the audience. The violin part 
was definitely fast and furi-
ous. We started rehearsing 
the piece about two weeks 
into the school year, and we 
practically rehearsed it ev-
ery rehearsal since, gradual-
ly increasing the tempo until 
we got it to concert speed,” 
said Charles Stacy ’16.

Academy Orchestra and Band 
Collaborate

Caroline Sambuco

Fidelio Experiments 
With Different Genres

The Fidelio Soci-
ety showcased a varied 
repertoire ranging from 
French folksongs to tra-
ditional Irish ballads at 
its Spring Term concert.

“We really tried to 
select all kinds of differ-
ent music from differ-
ent years and different 
styles,” said concert di-
rector Christopher Wal-
ter, Instructor in Music.

The group, consisting 
of 18 members, performed 
different songs in Italian, 
French and English from 
the 16th century to now.

“I like the disso-
nance, that they have a 
lot of pieces. I thought 
they executed it well,” 
said Jenny Decker, moth-

er of Ali Decker ’14, 
a member of Fidelio.

Two love songs 
opened the concert. The 
first piece, “Fyer, Fyer!” 
by Thomas Morley was 
energetic and complexly 
layered with the singers’ 
voices. The second song, 
“A Boy and a Girl,” by 
contemporary composer 
Eric Whitacre, told the 
story of a couple in love 
throughout their lives. 
The last verse of the song 
was hummed slowly and 
softly, leaving a feeling of 
meditation and emotion.

“I try to come any 
time [Fidelio] performs. 
It sounded so much like 
the soundtrack, and 
they had no music be-
hind them. It was amaz-
ing,” said Beth O’Connor, 
the Sports Information 
Director at Andover.

Towards the end of 
the concert, Fidelio per-
formed several more 
popular songs, including 
“Somewhere” by Leon-
ard Bernstein and “Danny 
Boy,” an Irish song. “Dan-
ny Boy” was a message 
from a parent to a son go-
ing off to war or leaving as 
part of the Irish diaspora.

The highlight of 
the concert was “Nel-
ly Bly.” Fidelio received 
a standing ovation 
for the popular piece.

“I think it went re-
ally well. We did some 
stuff that we just learned 
this term. And it went 
better this time [than 
in practice]. We had 
a good turnout,” said 
Anna Stacy ’13, Co-Head 
of The Fidelio Society.

Di Ouyang

PENTATONIX Takes Andover by Storm

Greeted with flashing 
purple spotlights and roaring 
applause, Pentatonix enter-
tained the Andover crowd on 
Saturday, April 6 with fresh 
and engaging acapella cov-
ers of contemporary pop hits.

Pentatonix, which first 
rose to prominence after win-
ning the third season of NBC’s 
“The Sing-Off,” consists of 
three original founding mem-
bers and lead singers, Scott 
Hoying, Kirstie Maldonado 
and Mitch Grassi, as well as 
vocal bassist Avi Kaplan and 
beatboxer Kevin Olusola ’06.

Starting their Andover 
concert off with an energet-
ic performance of Beyonce’s 
“Crazy in Love,” Pentatonix 
took instrument-free music to 
the next level as they showed 
off their nationally-acclaimed 
acapella skills with a wide 
range of popular music.

Before resuming their 
renditions of pop numbers, 
four of the Pentatonix mem-
bers took a short break as 
Olusola wowed the audience 
with his unique combination 
of intricate and powerful si-
multaneous beatboxing and 
cello playing. Alternating be-
tween an unconventional gui-
tar-like strumming motion 
and a more traditional bow-
ing, Olusola created a whol-
ly distinctive performance 
and received a standing 
ovation from the audience.

As Olusola played, the re-
maining four members grad-
ually joined him for a perfor-
mance of “Radioactive” by 

the band Imagine Dragons, 
featuring Hoying’s powerful 
lead vocal as well as outstand-
ingly executed low bass notes 
by Kaplan. The song’s ear-
nest chorus was accentuated 
by Olusola’s mournful cello.

“It was really cool because 
concerts [at Andover] are 
usually traditional classical 
music. It was great to see per-
formers outside of the Music 
Department, and it appealed 
to people who aren’t nec-
essarily music enthusiasts,” 
said Alex Westfall ’15. “The 
cello and beatboxing was my 
favorite part. [Olusola] is re-
ally such an important part of 
the group, and he’s so skilled 
and multi-talented. The 
group would be complete-
ly different without him!”

According to Olusola, his 
love for acapella stemmed 
from his time at Andover.

“I was in Yorkies when 
I was at Andover. I joined 
after one of the members 
heard me beatboxing in the 
bathroom and said, ‘Dude, 
you’ve got to join Yorkies!’” 
said Olusola. “But when I 
was at Yale, I never did much 
acapella. But I liked a lot 
of music, so I just imitated 
what I heard... Growing up 
as Nigerian and Grenadi-
an, music was never really 
a viable career. I’ve always 
[known] that I had an interest 
[in music], but I didn’t know 
how to express that [interest] 
until I got into beatboxing.”

Additionally, one of the 
evening’s best moments 

was when the members of 
Pentatonix invited Aya Mu-
rata, Dean of Pine Knoll 
(PKN) Cluster and the main 
organizer of the event, to 
the stage for a public sere-
nade. Grassi kicked off the 
ageless 1973 Marvin Gaye 
number “Let’s Get it On,” 
with Hoying joining in 
soon after as lead vocalist.

“It’s never what you ex-
pect to be up on stage being 
serenaded to, but I thought as 
long as I was up there, I might 
as well ham it up and have 
fun with it,” said Murata.

Along with their own 
set of dynamic performanc-
es, Pentatonix also included 
an interactive section that 
engaged all of the audience 
members with the concert. 
During the activity, Olusola 
and Kaplan divided the au-
dience into three groups and 
taught them different melo-
dies. At the end of the activity, 
the audience combined their 
voices to create a short yet 
cohesive acapella number.

“Being able to not only 
see Pentatonix but also sing 
with them is a truly remark-

able experience. Since I think 
I’m such a horrible singer, 
to be a part of such beautiful 
music was simply phenom-
enal,” said Bach Hoang ’15.

Towards the end of the 
night, Kaplan showed off his 
unique ability to sing two vo-
cal parts at once. According to 
Kaplan’s statement on stage, 
the vocal technique is called 
Khoomei, an overtone sing-
ing technique from Mongolia.

“[Kaplan] is such a tal-
ented person. His Mongo-
lian singing just complete-
ly blew me away. I knew it 

had existed and there are 
monks that are trained to 
do that, but I had never ac-
tually heard anyone do it. It 
was very, very fascinating 
to hear [Kaplan] perform 
it!” said Catherine Choi ’13.

According to Hoying, 
Pentatonix originally start-
ed off as a trio, consisting 
of Hoying, Maldonado and 
Grassi before the addition 
of Olusola and Kaplan. Pen-
tatonix’s performance was 
made possible through a 
generous grant from the Ab-
bot Academy Association.

Peyton Alie

Thank you for the great 
memories, class of 2013!

CXXXVI Arts & Leisure Editors
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Fidelio Society sings in Portuguese during the Choral and Vocal Music 
Concert.

S.LLOYD-THOMAS/THE PHILLIPIAN

Jared Newman ’15 and Parker Tope ’16 perform a harmonic piece.

E.AVVAKUMOVA/THE PHILLIPIAN

Winner of the third season of NBC’s “The Sing-Off,” Pentatonix presents a concert-quality performance.

S.IM/THE PHILLIPIAN

The clarinets perform in a melody together.
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Josh Kim

Violinist Miki Nagahara Grew Up with Music

Playing the violin came 
naturally for Miki Naga-
hara, who picked up the 
violin at the age of seven 
after having spent a few 
years ear-training with the 
piano. Most of her early 
influence came from her 

parents: her mom is a pi-
anist and her dad is maker 
of flutes and string instru-
ments.

“Music is just a natural 
part of our family. I grew 
up listening to my father 
trying out his flutes in the 
basement,” Nagahara said.

She attributes her in-
spiration to start playing 
the violin to a performance 

of the Boston Symphony 
Orchestra she watched 
when she was 5 years old.

Nagahara said, “At 
that time I was too young 
to watch a concert, so I 
had to stand outside the 
door with my dad while 
my grandma and my mom 
were watching the con-
cert. The usher, who was 
standing outside the door, 
looked at me. I had been 
silent and well-behaved, 
so he just let me in. The 
orchestra was about to 
start the third movement 
of Dvorák’s Symphony No. 
8, which features a beau-
tiful violin solo. When I 
heard that solo, I was like… 
‘I wanna do that.’”

She is currently using a 
100 year old British violin, 
an instrument that she has 
been using for a year and 
a half.

“The violin provides 
me with a voice. I really 
love singing. I sang in the 
school chorus this year 
when we went on tour. If I 
had been given good voice 
that I could use to become 
a good singer, I think I 
would have actually done 
that. Since I didn’t, an in-
strument is the tool that I 
can have to use as my own 
voice,” she said.

A highlight of her per-

formances at PA comes 
from her lower year, when 
she accompanied the An-
dover Dance Group’s cho-
reography to “Appalachian 
Spring,” a ballet composed 
by Aaron Copland. 

“That was a lot of fun 
because the dancers got to 
experience live music and 
we actually got to play for 
a different purpose other 
than just creating music,” 
said Nagahara.

Nagahara is a violinist 
at the Boston Youth Sym-
phony Orchestra, where 
she spends her Sunday af-
ternoons rehearsing with 
accomplished high school 
instrumentalists in the 
Greater Boston area. She 
will pursue music and an 
academic subject through 
a double majoring pro-
gram at Northwestern 
University. 

“I kinda wanted to 
jump into music, but at the 
same time I love academ-
ics and studying at an in-
tellectual environment. I 
really wanted to avoid be-
coming one dimensional 
and not knowing anything 
about things other than 
music,” she said. 

James Garth’s Musicality Extends from Bassoon to Voice

Throughout his time at 
Andover, James Garth ’13 
has made a name for him-
self as one of musicians on 
campus. Garth, who plays 
the bassoon and sings in 
Fidelio, has been play-
ing music since he was 
four years old. He began 
with the piano, then got 
interested in the bassoon 
when he was ten years old 
because it had a “funny 
name.” Since he was too 
small to play the bassoon, 
he played the clarinet for 
two years, then picked up 
the bassoon.

“The first time I heard 
him play was when we 
were in the band togeth-
er at our middle school, 
and I had no idea what a 
bassoon was, and I saw 
him come in with this big 
funky instrument, and I 
was like, ‘Wow, that horn 
just makes a weird noise.’ 
But when I heard him ac-
tually play, I was really 
surprised, and it was re-
ally good,” says Siddarth 
Palaniappan ’13.	

Garth highlighted his 
senior concerto, in which 
he played a Celtic-influ-
enced John Williams piece 
called “Five Sacred Trees,” 
as one of the best parts of 

his Andover music career. 
“I’ve never played any-
thing quite like that,” he 
says. “I played a solo with 
the orchestra accompany-
ing me. It’s something I’d 
never done before, and am 
unlikely to be able to do 
again.”		

He also spoke highly of 
his experiences outside of 
school, namely his partici-
pation in a Boston orches-
tra that includes college 
music students from the 
New England Conservato-
ry and Boston University. 

Singing since age 
seven, Garth is also the 
co-president of Fidelio 
and has gone on tours 
with the group throughout 
his four years at Andover. 
Garth does not plan to for-
mally pursue music in col-
lege, but will continue to 
play recreationally. 

Garth considers his 
teacher, Margaret Phillips, 
to be his greatest mentor 
in music.	

“[With teachers and 
conductors], it’s mostly 
about how excited they 
can get you about mu-
sic, because the technical 
stuff- whether you can 
play it well enough- is re-
ally up to you, and that 
depends on how much you 
practice and how much 
time you can devote.”

“I think with classical 
music it’s the emotion-

al response [that appeals 
to me],” says Garth, who 
considers Stravinsky and 
Mahler to be his favorite 
composers. “I used to de-
scribe the music I liked 
as wall-banging music be-
cause cause I’d sit in my 
room and I had a big stereo 
system and I’d get really 
excited and start jumping 
up and down. I’m a little 

more tempered now, but I 
think that’s a decent way 
of describing what music 
can do. That’s the kind of 
response it can evoke. The 
pieces I’ve been playing 
are like that- they’re very 
grandiose. There’s certain 
points when you feel a 
chill down your spine, at a 
particular chord, and you 
just sort of sigh.” 

C.BERRY/THE PHILLIPIAN

Nagahara’s mother and father, both involved in mu-
sic, inspired her to play violin. 

A.TAMKIN/THE PHILLIPIAN

James Garth ’13 has been playing the bassoon since 
he was 10.

Scarla Pan

Sasha Scolnik-Brower to Pursue 
Lifelong Passion for Cello

According to Sasha 
Scolnik- Brower ’13, playing 
the cello has been an inte-
gral activity in his life even 
before coming to Andover.                     

Although he has played 
the cello since he was five 
years old, Scolnik-Brow-
er was initially more im-
mersed in the art of play-
ing the violin. According to 
Scolnik-Brower, he decided 
to trade the violin for the 
cello because playing the 
violin required too much 
standing.

“My mom is a profes-
sional flutist and my sister 
is a pianist, so, playing an 
instrument myself seemed 
like a natural move to do,” 
said Scolnik-Brower.

Scolnik-Brower as 
been a member of both the 
Academy Orchestra, the 
Chamber Orchestra and 
smaller Andover chamber 
programs for all four years 
of his Andover career.

 “Both experiences 
have been rewarding; the 

Academy Orchestra brings 
together musicians of all 
different backgrounds and 
levels, and Chamber Music 
allows for much more per-
sonal and detailed inter-
actions with just a couple 
other students,” said Scol-
nik-Brower.

According to Scol-
nik-Brower, the music de-
partment as a whole has 
also played an important 
role in his development as a 
musician.

“While I haven’t stud-
ied the cello with any of the 
Andover teachers, the mu-
sic department faculty has 
had a large affect on me. 
I’ve worked on conducting 
an orchestra with [James] 
Orent, [Conductor and 
Instructor of Music] and 
composing with [Chris-
tina] Landolt, [Instruc-
tor in Music,]” said Scol-
nik-Brower. “Both of them 
have been very motivating 
and helpful. Also, I’ve had 
many great chamber music 
coachings with other mu-
sic teachers here who have 
kept me working and im-
proving until the day of the 

performance,”
This past March, Scol-

nik-Brower, along with 
Janice Cheon ’16, Angela 
Tang ’16 and Isabel Bolo 
’14, formed a self-coached 
group which played “Death 
and the Maiden” by Franz 
Schubert at the one of the 
Chamber Music concerts 
this year. According to 
Scolnik-Brower, the group 
chose to perform this com-
plex piece because it exud-
ed drama, charm, and emo-
tion.

Another one of Scol-
nik-Brower’s cello perfor-
mances this year also in-
cludes a performance at All 
School Meeting this past 
November. Performing as a 
featured cellist in a move-
ment of “Haydn’s Concerto 
in C,” Scholnik-Brower not-
ed this performance as one 
of the highlights of his per-
formances at Andover.

“The piece is extremely 
joyful and has such a great 
interaction between the 
solo cello and orchestra 
parts,” wrote Scolnik-Brow-
er in an e-mail to The Phil-
lipian, “It was a great way 

to share music with the 
school.”

While the cello is his 
main instrument, Scol-
nik-Brower also mentioned 
that his interest in music is 
not limited to just playing 
the cello.

“While the cello is a 
beautiful and versatile in-
strument, what I enjoy 
most is the music itself and 
collaborating with others. 
There’s nothing I enjoy 
more than sitting down 
with a few close musician 
friends to work on and fig-
ure out a wonderful piece 
of music, and that can be 
done with any instrument,” 
said Scolnik-Brower.

In college, Scol-
nik-Brower plans to con-
tinue pursuing a liberal 
arts education while also 
studying at a music school. 
Although he is not sure 
whether he’d like to play in 
an orchestra, string quartet, 
or other type of ensemble, 
Scolnik-Brower said that a 
career in music is very pos-
sible.Z.GALLAGHER/THE PHILLIPIAN

Scolnik-Brower comes from a family of musicians.

A.WESTFALL/THE PHILLIPIAN

Nagahara showcases her dexterity on the violin.

S.IM/THE PHILLIPIAN

Garth plays his bassoon in his Senior recital.

Peyton Alie
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In the Museum...
The Addison Exhibitions

Peyton Alie

Prose & Power: Remembering Paul Monette ’63

Paul Monette ’63 was 
an outcast while at Ando-
ver, but on the 50th anni-
versary of his graduation, 
his classmates ensured 
that the gay writer and ac-
tivist will not be forgotten.

In memory of Monette, 
who died of AIDS in 1995, 
members of the class of 
1963 donated ten pieces of 
art addressing issues faced 
by gay males to the Addi-
son Gallery of American 
Art. According to a flier for 
the event, titled “Prose & 
Power,” the pieces “touch 
on themes that were cen-
tral to [Monette’s] writing: 
AIDS, gay identity, loss 
and memory,”

Two of the most strik-

ing pieces in the exhibit 
were self portraits by art-
ist Mark Morrisroe, who, 
according to the photo de-
scriptions, was raised by 
drug addicts and worked 
as a prostitute by the time 
he was a teenager.

One of Morrisroe’s self 
portraits is a photograph 
of two X-rays that shows 
a bullet lodged in Morris-
roe’s chest after he was 
shot by a client, while the 
other shows his face and 
upper body. The descrip-
tion read that the piece 
displayed a “taut balance 
between street-smart 
toughness and youthful 
vulnerability.”

Another emotionally 

moving piece was a col-
lage by Hunter Reynolds 
entitled “Gloves Required 
for All Patient Contact.” 
Composed of coverage of 
the AIDS epidemic by the 
“New York Times” and 
other publications, the 
collage contrasted these 
very factual accounts of 
the crisis with more per-
sonal connections such as 
photographs and even a 
splatter of Reynolds’ own 
HIV-positive blood.

“Growing up the in 50s, 
my parents didn’t speak of 
the war my father fought 
in or the Holocaust many 
of my mother’s relatives 
died in. When I learned 
about these things at 
school, I thought they 
were trying to protect me 
from knowing about them. 

Later, I realized they sim-
ply could not talk about 
it,” said David Schorr, a 
current professor of Art at 
Wesleyan University and 
close friend of Monette’s.

Schorr met Monette 
when they were both 
young teachers at Ando-
ver’s Summer Session. 
Though neither had ac-
cepted his sexuality yet, 
they felt an instant con-
nection and shared an ap-
preciation for all forms of 
art, especially literature.

According to Schorr, 
while Monette initially 
struggled with his sex-
uality, he became more 
comfortable with it after 
meeting his partner, Rog-
er Horwitz. When Schorr 
traveled to Los Angeles to 
pursue art, he and Monette 
communicated through 

frequent postcards and 
collaborated on “No Wit-
nesses,” a book of dramat-
ic monologues written by 
Monette and illustrated by 
Schorr.

However, this happi-
ness was fleeting. Just as 
Monette had settled into 
his life, the AIDS epidem-
ic broke out. “Life became 
sheer terror,” said Schorr.

Horwitz died of AIDS 
in 1986, and Monette was 
diagnosed shortly after. 
Schorr devoted his time 
to caring for his friends 
who fell ill and comfort-
ing their parents, some 
of whom were not even 
aware that their sons were 
gay.

“It’s really powerful 
when Andover students 
can see what photogra-
phy, or painting or any 

form of visual arts means 
to the artist himself. To 
see [Schorr] come to the 
point of tears is not only 
incredibly moving but also 
enormously heartbreak-
ing,” said Alexandra Barr 
’15. “I think the exhibit it-
self is very interesting, and 
[Andover] students should 
take the time to see it. It 
takes students into a world 
we ourselves cannot and 
will never be able to fully 
comprehend.”

The event was in part 
made possible by the An-
dover Gender and Sexu-
ality Alliance (GSA). GSA 
will celebrate its 25th an-
niversary next year.

Civil Rights Struggle 
Through a Visual Lens

Featuring footage from 
Jackie Robinson’s first Ma-
jor League Baseball game 
and a news report cover-
ing attacks by the Ku Klux 
Klan, “For All the World 
to See: Visual Culture and 
Struggle for Civil Rights 
Exhibition,” the new exhi-
bition at the Addison Gal-
lery of American Art, uses 
different types of visual 
media to capture the sig-
nificance of the American 
civil rights struggle.

Curated by Maurice 
Berger, professional guest 
curator, the exhibition is 
arranged to enhance the 
artistic experience. Berg-
er’s pieces are sorted in a 
way that allows represen-
tation of all types of visu-
al media, such as photo-
graphs, movie reels and 
posters.

“The exhibition, more 
than any I have done, inte-
grates the two issues that 
have most interested me as 
a scholar and curator. The 
first is the history of Amer-
ican race relations and the 
issues of racism and how 
to analyze them. The oth-
er interest is how visual 
images mediate bigger so-
cial and cultural ideas and 
issues,” said Berger.

One of the central piec-
es of the exhibition, which 
is placed at the front of the 
exhibit, is a photograph by 
Ernest C. Withers titled 
“Sanitation Workers As-
sembling for a Solidarity 
March.” The photograph 

depicts a large group of 
African-American male 
protesters holding signs 
that say “I AM A MAN” in 
thick, dark letters.

Berger hoped the exhi-
bition conveyed the ability 
of photographs to docu-
ment powerful, important 
events that alter prevail-
ing ideas of race, equality 
and social justice.

According to Berger, 
there are over 250 images, 
videos and audio record-
ings in the exhibition.

Berger’s personal fa-
vorite in the collection is a 
video of James Baldwin, an 
African-American essayist 
from the 1963 public tele-

vision documentary “Take 
this Hammer.” The video 
outlines the story of Af-
rican-American students 
envisioning the future of 
the election of an Afri-
can-American president. 
Berger finds this footage 
particularly moving be-
cause of Barack Obama’s 
current presidency.

The exhibit includes 
everything from a “LIFE” 
magazine cover of a life-
less African-American boy 
on a street to the first Afri-
can-American Barbie doll. 

“While the narrative 
of the Civil Rights Move-
ment has been explored 
in numerous ways and in 
numerous contexts, from 
first person narratives to 
textbooks to history mu-
seums and beyond, this 
important exhibition ex-
plores this time period in 
a very tangible format—
through its visual culture” 
said Jamie Kaplowitz, Ed-
ucation Associate and Mu-
seum Learning Specialist 
at the Addison.

The exhibit “For All 
the World to See: Visual 
Culture and Struggle for 
Civil Rights Exhibition” 
will be on display in the 
Addison until July 31. 

Charlotte Berry

Embracing One’s Roots: 
The Innu Project

In collaboration with the 
Addison Gallery of American 
Art, Wendy Ewald AA ’69 and 
Eric Gottesman ’93 captured 
Andover’s attention with 
their cultural photography 
project, “Pekupatikut Innuat 
Akunikana: Pictures Woke 
the People Up.”

Through historic photo-
graphs, videos, written pieces 
and outdoor banners, “Pek-
upatikut Innuat Akunikana” 
aimed to capture and revital-
ize Innu culture, document-
ing a progression of 40 years.

Gottesman, Ewald and 
Innu community members 
and project participants, Zak 
Hajjaoui and Dakotah Snow, 
visited campus and engaged 
in discussions on the project 
with the Andover community.

Ewald began to work on 
the project in 1969 after she 
accepted a summer job in the 
new Native Canadian reserve 
of Sheshatshiu, an Innu area 
in the Canadian province of 
Newfoundland and Labrador, 
according to a press release 
by the Addison. While in She-
shatshiu, she received a grant 
to purchase Polaroid cameras 
and films, according to Ewald.

Thirty-eight years af-
ter her trip to Sheshatshiu, 
Ewald said that the Innu 

community invited her back 
to share the pictures she and 
the students had taken during 
her first visit.

In recent years, the Innu 
community has been strug-
gling with problems stem-
ming from drug and alcohol 
abuse. The community elders 
hoped that by showing the 
Innu people the photographs 
from 1969, they would re-
member a time when they 
were free from substance-re-
lated desires, according to 
Hajjaoui, an Innu member 
involved in the project, and 
an article in “The New York 
Times.”

When Ewald returned in 
2007, she and Gottesman de-
cided to launch a project sim-
ilar to the project she did in 
1969. Sheshatshiu high school 
students Hajjaoui, Snow and 
Philip Nuna volunteered to 
take photos of their commu-
nity through their eyes, ac-
cording to Ewald and Gottes-
man.

“This project has done 
great things to the Innu com-
munity. For the longest time, 
my people were ashamed of 
themselves. We weren’t al-
lowed to do what we want-
ed to do. We had a sense of 
freedom that was taken away 
from us. The photos made us 
proud again and has led to 
different awareness move-
ments,” said Hajjaoui.

Ewald and Gottesman 
believed the photos would 
have a greater impact if they 
included written messag-
es and were printed as large 
banners to be hung in public 
spaces. Community members 
were encouraged to vote for 
their favorite photos to be 
enlarged into banners and to 
decide where in Sheshatshiu 
to display them, according to 
Ewald and Gottesman.

Using campus as its can-
vas, the banner portion of 
the Innu Project juxtaposed 
large-scale photos of Innu life 
with Andover’s Georgian red-
brick architecture.

The Andover communi-
ty found it hard not to notice 
the ten 20-by-30-foot banners 
that are plastered to various 
building facades around cam-
pus.

One of Hajjaoui’s photo-
graphic banners, installed by 
the Gelb Lawn and depicting 
a trail in the middle of the 
forest, was described in de-
tail during the walking tours. 
Hajjaoui said that the mean-
ing behind the words “they 
used to walk here, not any-
more” written on the path of 
the walking trail in the photo, 
could have been interpreted 
in many ways, perhaps refer-
ring to the destruction of the 
nomadic Innu community or 
the animals killed by human 
intervention.

Steph Hendarta

S.MORELAND/THE PHILLIPIAN

Innu project artwork was displayed in the Addison Gallery of American Art.

COURTESY OF THE ADDISON GALLERY OF AMERICAN ART
Ernest C. Withers, Sanitation Workers Assemble in Front of Clayborn Temple for a Solidarity 
March, Memphis, TN, March 28, 1968, gelatin silver print, image: 8 1/2 x 14 3/4 in., paper: 16 
x 20 in., Smithsonian National Museum of African American History and Culture, Museum 
Purchase, © Ernest C. Withers, Courtesy Panopticon Gallery, Boston, MA

David Wojnarowicz, Untitled (Face in Dirt), c. 1990, gelatin silver print, purchased 
as the gift of Louis Wiley, Jr., (PA 1963) and John Clarke Kane, Jr. (PA 1963) in memory 
of Paul L. Monette (PA 1963) on the occasion of their 50th Reunion, with additional 
support from the Monette-Horwitz Trust

E.ELSON/THE PHILLIPIAN

Students attend the “Prose & Power” gallery opening.

COURTESY OF THE ADDISON GALLERY OF AMERICAN ART

Lorraine Hansberry (author), Danny Lyon (photographer), The Movement: Documentary of 
A Struggle For Equality, 1964 (First edition), 10 3/4 x 8 3/8 x 3/8 in., Collection of Civil Rights 
Archive/CADVC-UMBC, Baltimore, MD

COURTESY OF THE ADDISON GALLERY OF AMERICAN ART COURTESY OF THE ADDISON GALLERY 
OF AMERICAN ART

Mark Morrisroe, Self Portrait, Decem-
ber 1981, chromogenic print, museum 
purchase
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In the Gallery...
Visual Arts Installations

ART 500 Students Showcase Spring Term Capstone Projects

A video of students 
eating college acceptance 
letters, a handmade book 
of drawings of early 20th 
century America and a col-
lection of digital drawings 
representing the artist’s 
dreams were just some of 
the capstone projects of 
this year’s Art 500 students.

The exhibition, which 
opened Sunday, May 19, 
featured eight Art 500 in-
dependent artistic proj-
ects, which students in 
the course are required 
to complete for their fi-
nal assessment of the year.

Inspired by a poem 
by Jalaluddin Rumi, Sar-
ah Lee ’13 created an in-
stallation made of sheer 
fabric, photographs on 
transparencies, plexiglas, 
cotton and yarns that she 
titled “Breathing.” She 
said the project reflected 
the necessity of retreat-
ing from the hustle and 
bustle of life and taking 
a moment to breathe and 
think about aspects of life 
that are often neglected.

“I seek to portray the 
dreamlike nature of the 
environment embracing 
intricate natural patterns 
that are present but not 
often visited,” said Lee.

Lee wasn’t the only 
Art 500 student that used 
the prospect of dreams as 
inspiration for their art. 
Molly Magnell ’14 creat-
ed an entire project com-
pletely inspired by her 
own dreams. Composed 
of five computer generat-
ed color prints, each work 
represented a different 
dream in her project “Un-
conscious Subconscious”.

“I wanted to highlight 
the oddities, the starting 
moments and the surre-
al aspects of some of my 
most vivid dreams, which 
have [been described 
as] ‘trippy as Hell,’” said 
Magnell, whose prints in-
cluded everything from 
giant jellyfish destroy-
ing a building to a croc-
odile covered in blood.

Beside Magnell’s proj-
ect was “Frame,” a sturdy 
structure made completely 
of bamboo and waxed yarn 
created by Didi Oyinlola ’13.

“I wanted the basic 
structure and formation 
to capture the simplistic 
aspect and the ties and 
staking to capture the in-
tricacy aspect,” said Oyin-
lola, who was inspired 
by painters Piet Mon-
drian and Lee Bontecou.

Unlike many of her 
peers, Bo Hyung Yoon 
’13 had known her proj-
ect’s direction from the 
very beginning. Titled 
“Freedom,” the charcoal 
on paper piece depicted 
seven hands handcuffed 
to each other to spell out 
the word “freedom” in 
American sign language.

According to Yoon, 
the drawing was sup-
posed to portray free-
dom as a force that 
fights repressive powers.

Meanwhile, Sier-
ra Jamir ’14 drew three 
charcoal portraits, titled 
“Portraits of a Filipi-
no Family,” that depict-
ed a Filipino family in 
three different cultural 
eras. The first depict-
ed naked men and wom-
en while the last depicts 
the family wearing more 
modern, colonial attire.

Initially, Jamir thought 
of using her father, who 
wears glasses, as a mod-
el for one of the males in 
her portrait. However, 
she decided not to in or-
der to maintain the real-
ism of her male characters 
in the first two portraits.

Rachel Andresen ’13 
created an installation us-
ing black wires, Sharpie 
pens, light bulbs, photo-
graphs, pencil and paper. 
Titled “Illuminating the 
Past”, Andresen created a 
network of lights behind 
transparent photographs 
that created an illumina-
tion that no other piece in 
the exhibition included.

“My piece is meant to 

convey the complexity 
of memory. Each light is 
a new memory, connect-
ed in multiple ways to 
present and future with 
no concept of beginning 
or end,” said Andresen.

A small table with a 
book and a pair of white 
gloves was nestled next 
to Oyinlola and Andre-
sen’s pieces. Made by 
Katie Chapman ’14, the 
book was titled “The 
20s: Conservatism, Con-
tract and Consumption” 
and portrays sketch-
es of America in 1920s.

“This project details 
some of the more prom-
inent afflictions of so-
ciety in early 20th cen-
tury America through 
drawings that resemble 
advertisements or pro-
paganda,” said Chapman.

However, out of all the 
pieces in the exhibition, 
the most eye catching 
project in the group was 
perhaps a video by Vir-
ginia Fu ’13 titled “Water 
and Wine (I’m Not Sure 
This Isn’t Blade Runner).”

Played on a loop from 

a projector, the vid-
eo showed Andover Se-
niors reading their col-
lege decision letters 
and proceeding to stuff 
them in their mouths.

According to a written 
description by Fu, the vid-
eo was supposed to convey 
the message that people 
tend to do the things you 
tell them to, even if they 
don’t seem to make sense.

The Art 500 exhib-
it was on display in the 
Gelb Gallery until the 
end of Spring Term.

“The best part of the 
students’ capstone project 
is how it’s always a surprise 
in the end. It’s all improvi-
sation. They have an idea 
of what it will be like, they 
get into it and it changes 
completely,” said Zemlin.

Besides having to com-
plete a Spring Term art 
project, students in the 
yearlong course were 
also required to visit re-
gional art museums for 
research and inspiration 
as well as a Winter Term 
audit of an art elective.

Photos and Article by Charlotte Berry

Art Faculty Presents 
Individual Artworks
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Thayer Zaeder’s “Cannot Be Round Trilogy: Stoneware and Glaze.”

Z.GALLAGHER/THE PHILLIPIAN

Peg Harrigan’s “Time Lapse Photography 2012.”

Piece by Rachel Andresen ’13

Pieces from top to bottom: Bo Hyung Yoon ’13 and 
Molly Magnell ’14
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Emily Trespas’ “Understories: The Sound Sketches.”

Z.GALLAGHER/THE PHILLIPIAN

Gail Boyajian’s “Interdisciplinary Sky.”	
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A piece in Thereze Zemlin’s series.

Z.GALLAGHER/THE PHILLIPIAN

Elaine Crivelli’s “Collage Studies and Com-
positions.”Shirley Veenema’s “Secret Gardens.”
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Jing Qu Captures Memories Through Her Lenses

Rarely spotted on campus 
without a camera around her 
neck, Jing Qu ’13 has kept her 
time and memories at Ando-
ver perfectly documented. 

“I think photography’s a 
really good way to have phys-
ical keepsakes of memories,” 
said Qu. “It’s also a really good 
way to cohesively paint your 
life at Andover.”

A resident of Paul Revere 
Hall and a four-year Senior 
from Chicago, IL, Qu first be-
came interested in photogra-
phy through her dad’s interest 
in collecting cameras.

“My dad is a camera col-

lector,” said Qu, before cor-
recting herself, “An amateur 
camera collector. He’s always 
on Craigslist and eBay try-
ing to get new lenses or new 
[camera] bodies, but he never 
actually does photography, 
so I started using a lot of his 
cameras and taking a lot of 
pictures.”

Qu’s love for photogra-
phy has manifested itself in 
the various student publica-
tions with which she has been 
involved. Qu has served as 
Co-Editor-in-Chief of “The 
Courant,” Andover’s fiction 
and literary magazine, and 
was The Phillipian CXXXIV’s 
Head of Photography.

“The Courant takes photo 
submissions, so I’m also look-
ing at a lot of work. We have a 

really talented student body, 
especially lowerclassmen. I 
feel like [photography] hasn’t 
been as big an interest in the 
past, but more people are get-
ting into it, especially because 
cameras are becoming more 
accessible—anyone can ‘Insta-
gram.’ Half the fun [of photog-
raphy] is looking at pictures, 
not just your own, but also 
others’,” said Qu.

Her involvement in stu-
dent publications has forced 
her to broaden her horizons, 
expanding into all types of 
photography. 

“It really forces you to go 
out and take pictures of every-
thing from sports to portraits 
to musical events,” said Qu.

“Taking pictures at ASM 
is always really memorable,” 
said Qu. “When you’re a fresh-
man or a Lower, it’s really 
scary because you have to be 
standing up and taking pic-
tures while everyone’s in the 
same room sitting down. But 
by the time you’re an Upper or 
a Senior, taking photos at ASM 
becomes natural. You know 
where you can take the best 
pictures, what angles work 
best.”

Besides shooting for the 
school, Qu spends as much 
free time as possible shooting 
for fun. She started doing con-
cert photography the summer 
after her Junior year, shooting 
at concerts for bands such as 

The Maine, This Century, Par-
amore and Fun. 

On taking photos at con-
certs, Qu said, “Not just the 
performers and the bands, 
but also the people—you get 
a lot of very emotional reac-
tions, people fainting, people 
screaming for their lives.”

Qu recalled one of her 
favorite photography experi-
ences at Andover: The Dean’s 
List’s performance. 

“Bands don’t usually come 
to Andover, so that was really 
fun. I felt like I had first row 
access, and I was on the stage 
for a little bit. You don’t nor-
mally get that when you’re at 
an actual venue, so that was a 
really great merging of both 
my concert photography and 
Andover,” she said.

At Columbia University 
next year, Qu looks forward to 
expanding her range of pho-
tography experience into the 
fine arts. 

“If I do continue [pho-
tography] beyond Andover, 
I think it will be in a more 
abstract kind of fine art way,” 
said Qu. “I would love to do 
more photo essays, more co-
hesive groups of work. It’s not 
as tied down as written jour-
nalism is. For photography, if 
you’re interested and you have 
a camera, the limits of what 
you’re able to do are bound-
less.”

Krissy Pelley Experiments 
with Different Media of  Art

Adventurous in her 
love for visual arts, Kris-
tine “Krissy” Pelley ’13 not 
only draws but also paints, 
sculpts, weaves and does 
“whatever she is inspired to 
do.” 

Her passion for art start-
ed at a very young age. She 
was initially interested be-
cause she liked the simplic-
ity of art. Armed only with 
a pencil and a paper, she 

would create anything she 
wanted.

At Andover, Pelley has 
found the opportunity to 
dive deeper into art. Calling 
the Andover Art Depart-
ment “magnificent and full 
of amazing teachers and 
resources,” Pelley has tak-
en a variety of the courses 
offered, including Art 225B, 
Drawing I and Drawing II, 
Weaving I, Printmaking I 
and Art 500.

Pelley cites Elaine Criv-
elli, Emily Trespas and 
Therese Zemlin, all Instruc-
tors in Art, as her mentors. 

Pelley noted that in addition 
to her teachers and famous 
artists such as Shel Silver-
stein, Tim Burton and Ja-
nine Antoni, her classmates 
also play a role in inspiring 
her.

“Andover has many 
amazing artists, and I’ve 
shared classes with plenty 
of them. When I see some-
one else putting his or her 
best effort and ideas into a 
project, I feel inspired to do 
the same,” said Pelley.

“The subjects of most of 
my art are people, whether it 
be a huge project or a math 
class doodle. I just really 
enjoy the challenge of recre-
ating the human figure and 
emotions using inhuman 
materials. Though two-di-
mensionally, I tend to work 
with pencil or watercolor. 
Three-dimensionally, I’m 
inclined to use clay, wax or 
wire; I enjoy trying a variety 
of mediums,” said Pelley.

Pelley’s favorite work of 
art that she has completed 
at Andover was a sculpture 
titled “Beyond Reach,” her 
Art 500 Spring Term project 
in 2012. The piece was made 
of wax, wire and cheese-
cloth, constructed of wax 
reliefs made from plaster 
molds of human arms.

“I set it up so that each 
of the arms, which I had 
broken and “stitched” back 
together using wire, hung 
palm up and reaching for-
ward. The arm at the front 
was unbroken while the 
arms behind it were increas-
ingly torn apart. Some arms 
appeared as if the have been 
brutally torn apart, while an-
other had lacerations across 
it. The intended message of 
the piece was to illustrate 
how those who strive too 
much for perfection tend 
to make harmful sacrifices, 
which is why it’s entitled 
‘Beyond Reach,’”said Pelley.

Pelley, who is also pas-
sionate about biology, stress-
es the importance of what 
she calls “cross-discipline 
work.” Her combined pas-
sion for art and biology has 
led Pelley to look for options 
to pursue both art and biolo-
gy in college.

Next year, Pelley will 
attend the selective Brown-
Rhode Island School of 
Design (RISD) Dual De-
gree Program, a five-year 
program between Brown 
University and RISD that 
will allow her to earn both 
a Bachelor of Arts degree 
from Brown and a Bache-
lor of Fine Arts degree from 
RISD.

Pelley currently plans 
to study cognitive sciences 
at Brown and animation at 
RISD.

Victoria 
Skrivanos

Alex Donovan: Rediscovering 
The Artistic Process

Before arriving at An-
dover in the fall of 2009, 
Alex Donovan ’13 de-
scribed herself as a kid 
who enjoyed making her 
own jewelry and painting 
her own pottery. Since 
that point, Donovan has 
delved into her passion, 
exploring several medi-
ums and techniques of 
art in everyday life. From 
painting faces during fall 
Andover/Exeter day to 
creating a photographic 
diversity project, “Caras 
Latinas,” Donovan’s art 
has enriched the larger 
Andover community. 

Donovan, a day student 
from Andover, Mass., be-
came interested in art a 
young age. Involvement in 
a program called Destina-
tion Imagination helped 
spark her interest in the 
arts that manifested it-
self in several indepen-
dent drawings and middle 
school art classes. Dono-
van was able to explore a 
range of arts and develop a 
conceptual base through-
out her Andover career.

Starting out in Art 
225A, Donovan progressed 
to Art 500 by Upper year. 

“I had never thought 
conceptually about art, so 
that was a really good ex-
perience. I took painting 
that winter and also did 
some drawing and photog-
raphy. This year, I did ce-
ramics and I’m currently 
taking weaving,” said Don-
ovan.

Though Donovan has 
explored a variety of art 
types, she says that she en-
joys combining different 
mediums the most. 

“When you use mixed 
media, you reach out to a 
broader audience, espe-
cially people who have ex-
perience with art. There 
are more people who can 
look at it and appreci-
ate certain aspects of the 
piece,” Donovan said.

On campus, Donovan 
cites Therese Zemlin, In-
structor in Art, as a major 
influence.

“I’ve spent the most 
time with Ms. Zemlin. 
She tends not to focus on 
technical skill. We’ll talk 
about layout and compo-
sition. This is something 
I hadn’t done before tak-
ing her class. I had her for 
all of Art 500 and now for 
weaving, so she has defi-
nitely influenced me,” said 
Donovan.

As a result of her time 
with Zemlin, Donovan 
now experiences art in 
terms of the process, the 
journey instead of the out-
come. 

“I think process is re-
ally important. I’m really 
attracted to pieces that I 
look at and think ‘Wow, 
that took hours; that took 
a lot of busy work. That 
took a lot of time and ef-
fort.’ I tend to gravitate to-
wards those things,” Don-
ovan explained.

Though Donovan’s 
time at Andover is coming 
to a close, her artistic op-
portunities are just begin-
ning. She hopes to study 
architecture at Cornell 
University, in addition to 
more traditional mediums.

“I hope that I’ll have 
time to do more tradition-
al things like drawing and 
painting. I know I will on 
the side—I know I will for 
the rest of my life. Even if 
I’m an architect designing 
buildings, I’ll definitely 
be doing my own painting 
and other things on the 
side,” she said. 

Alexis Lefft
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Alex Donovan became interested in art at a young age.

Qu hopes to do more photo essays in the future.
E.AVVAKUMOVA/THE PHILLIPIAN
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Donovan uses art as a medium to express herself.Pelley dabbles in different aspects of art.
S.DIEKEMA/THE PHILLIPIAN

Jing Qu displayed her artwork during Spring Arts 
Festival.

COURTESY OF KRISSY PELLEY

Krissy Pelley’s “Beyond Reach.”

E.AVVAKUMOVA/THE PHILLIPIAN



Behind the Events...
Club Spotlights

Andover Dance Group

Andover Dance Group 
(ADG) truly brings dance 
to the next level. A selective 
dance troupe that focuses on 
both modern dance and ele-
ments of ballet, ADG always 
tries to wow the audience.

Run by faculty advisors 
Judith Wombwell, Instructor 
in Dance, and Erin Strong, 
Chair and Instructor in Dance, 
ADG works to practice for up-
coming performances by both 
learning new choreography 
from the faculty and choreo-
graphing pieces independent-
ly. 

“I wanted to join ADG be-
cause dance has always been a 
huge part of my life. It’s one of 
my biggest commitments here 
at Andover, and that’s some-
thing that all ADG members 
have in common,” said Sophie 
Landay ’14, a member of ADG.

ADG is normally a three-
term commitment, however 
with the Nutcracker perfor-
mance in the fall, ADG began 
a term later in Winter Term 
this year.

This past winter, ADG, led 
by head Madeline Silva ’13, put 
on a show called e(Merge), 
which consisted of three mod-
ern dance pieces. The pieces 
were a combination of stu-
dent choreography as well as 

choreography by Strong and 
Wombwell.  

ADG also worked on a 
West Side Story-themed piece 
for the Spring Arts Festival. 
According to Landay, collabo-
rating on West Side Story with 
other members of ADG has 
been a fun and different expe-
rience for ADG.

Looking ahead to next 
year, ADG hopes to have a 
stronger presence on campus. 
Since many students who are 
not involved in the Dance De-
partment often do not know 
what ADG is, members of 
ADG strive to put on more 
performances and get them-
selves more widely known 
next year.

Victoria 
Skrivanos

The Courant

Emphasizing original-
ity, the Courant, one of 
Andover’s five student-run 
magazines, has been trying 
to reach out to a wider va-
riety of students to submit 
poetry, fiction works and 
art.

Founded in 1874, the 
literary magazine will 
have released two issues 
of 70-80 pages each by the 
end of the year. According 
to Veronica Harrington 

’13, Co-Editor-in-Chief of 
the Courant, any current 
student can submit their 
work, which is then evalu-
ated and edited by a group 
of students on the board.

“We aim to have a 
breadth of students repre-
sented, not just the typical 
‘artsy’ people you’d ex-
pect to submit,” said Har-
rington.

This year, the Courant 
has been advertising more 
and more on social media 
networks like Facebook.

A memorable poster in-
cluded a portrait of John 
F. Kennedy, Jr., ’79 wear-

ing a graduation cap with 
the tagline “the only thing 
that John F. Kennedy, Jr., 
graduatted from Andover 
in 1979, he only had one re-
gret: not submitting to the 
Courant.”	

“Every submission 
should be original and 
something another student 
wouldn’t write,” said Jing 
Qu ’13. Co-Editor-In-Chief, 
highlighting the impor-
tance of originality. “For 
fiction, it has to be a tight, 
coherent story. For poetry, 
it has to resonate with the 
reader.”

The Courant does not 
have conventional week-
ly meetings, but its board 
members meet often 
enough, usually in the Blue 
Room in Paresky Com-
mons, to select and edit 
submissions for publica-
tion.

After their graduation, 
Harrington and Qu hope 
that the Courant will con-
tinue to draw numerous 
thoughtful, creative sub-
missions.

“Hopefully in the fu-
ture, people will contin-
ue to submit even though 
we’ve gotten more com-
petitive with the selection 
process. I hope people who 
don’t get a piece in will 
keep submitting,” said Qu. 

Peyton Alie

Azure

Blue Strut

In its eighth year as 
Andover’s only jazz dance 
group, the student-run 
group Blue Strut ended 
the school year on a high 
note.

This year, Blue Strut 
has eight female dancers 
from all four grades. Af-
ter losing many Seniors in 
2012, Blue Strut recruited 
five new dancers this year.

“It was a huge task 
taking in so many new 
members. [We were] re-
ally churning out some 
solid group dances. We 
did ‘Show Me How You 
Burlesque’ by Christina 
Aguilera. Some of us were 
acrobats; some of us were 
animals. It was very cho-
reographically strong,” 
said Rochelle Wilbun ’13, 
Co-Head of Blue Strut.

Despite having to train 
many new members, Blue 
Strut performed suc-
cessfully in many shows, 
including Grasshopper 
Night during Fall Term, 
the annual collaborative 
show with Hypnotiq, An-
dover’s hip-hop dance 
group, and Dance Open 
during Spring Term.

While Co-Heads 
Madeline Silva ’13 and 
Wilbun choreographed 
most of the routines, the 
other members of the 
group often contributed 
parts of different dances.

According to Silva 
and Wilbun, dancers in 
Blue Strut are very close 
to each other. In their 
weekly meetings, they 
start off sitting in a circle 
and sharing stories about 
their weeks.

“[The] Blue Strut little 
family always makes me 
so happy. I consider Blue 
Strut as my baby, and I 
think Madeline feels simi-
larly,” said Wilbun.

“I hope the group will 
continue building on the 
work that we put in this 
year. I had never been in 
a student dance group be-
fore, and Blue Strut is an 
opportunity to be very fun 
and creative,” said Silva.

Silva and Wilbun will 
be passing the baton of 
leadership to Rachel Mur-
ree ’14 and Emily Ewing 
’14 next year.

“My final words to the 
future members: keep it 
sassy. Being sultry is an-
other thing. And, just have 
fun. Blue Strut will always 
mean the world to me,” 
said Wilbun.

Di Ouyang

Footnotes
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Most students know 
Azure from their numerous 
performances on campus 
that bring in crowds to listen. 
Co-Head Caroline Sambuco 
’14 said, “This year we’ve per-
formed at every major sing-
ing event, from Grasshopper 
Night to the ACappella Fest.” 

Like most clubs, Azure is 
a way for a diverse group of 
students to bond over com-
mon interests. With four 
Juniors, seven Lowers, four 
Uppers and six Seniors, all 
coming from a wide range 
of backgrounds, Azure is di-
verse. Sloane Sambuco ’16 
said, “I like how the group 
allows me to be with a whole 
bunch of girls from different 
grades and how Azure is a 
great way to meet new people 
as a new student at Andover.”

Co-Head Cara Daly ’13 
said, “I have been able to 
meet and grow close to many 
different types of people that 
I would not have had the op-
portunity to before.” 

Along with their effort 
and singing, the group dy-
namic and the friendships 
within Azure are what real-
ly makes the girls work well 

together. In an e-mail to The 
Phillipian, Co-Head Gaelyn 
Golde ’13 said, “Singing alone 
without music in front of 
people is a huge bonding ex-
perience because it requires 
you to step out of your com-
fort zone.” 

The group’s success rests 
solely on the students’ shoul-
ders. “Everything is student 
written and taught—we don’t 
have any direct faculty su-
pervision,” Golde said. Gol-
de also mentioned that it is 
so rewarding to work really 
hard on a piece and then hear 
it come together at the end.

Azure continues to be a 
source of enjoyable enter-
tainment for people here on 
campus, and the new heads 
will continue to encourage 
the other members of the 
group to learn and write mu-
sic to take an active role in 
what Azure does. 

“Despite our different in-
terests and grades, we have 
really become great friends 
over the past year. Something 
about singing and perform-
ing together on a stage really 
brings people together,” said 
Sambuco.	

Backtracks

Stepping up by striving 
to produce more than two 
issues this year, board mem-
bers of Backtracks, Andover’s 
general interests’ magazine, 
have been working hard to 
revive the life of the maga-
zine that is currently on its 
27th year.

This year, three issues of 
Backtracks have been pub-
lished. The board is working 
on the last issue of the year, 
which will feature some of 
the feminism-gender topics 
going on at Andover.

“Last year, we only pub-
lished two issues. This year 
we’ve been trying to revive 
it. I think we are doing a bet-
ter job,” said Virginia Fu ’13, 
Managing Editor of Back-
tracks.

According to Fu, a mag-
azine is different from a 
newspaper in many ways. It 
takes more communications 
between the editor and the 
writers at a magazine than at 
a newspaper.

“One way that Backtracks 
is different from The Phillipi-
an is that we are not that ‘ef-
ficient.’ We try to work with 
the writers so it takes time. 
It is now submission-based, 

and we are trying to change 
it,” commented Fu on the dif-
ferences between the publi-
cations on campus.

Fu said that Backtracks’ 
major problem currently is 
that the writers do not take 
it seriously enough. In re-
sponse to the problem, Ja-
nine Ko ’14, Editor-in-Chief 
of Backtracks, worked to-
gether with Fu on the next 
board application, trying to 
make the application more 
official.

In past years, Backtracks 
has had a large number of 

sections in order to get more 
submissions. However, for 
the next academic year, 
Backtracks will be having 
fewer sections.

Other than fixing the 
structural issues alone, the 
Backtracks board has also 
been spending more time on 
layout to make the magazine 
not only textually stimulating 
but also visually appealing.

“Be excited, because 
Backtracks is awesome and 
there is so much potential,” 
said Fu, to the new board 
members of Backtracks.

Di Ouyang

S.DIEKEMA/THE PHILLIPIAN

L.HERRINGTON/THE PHILLIPIAN

L.XUANTHE PHILLIPIAN

A.WESTFALL/THE PHILLIPIAN

Aptly named Footnotes, 
Andover’s student-run tap 
dancing group aims to ed-
ucate beginner dancers as 
well as advanced dancers 
in the fun and intricate art 
of tap dancing.

This year, Footnotes 
has showcased their cre-
ative choreographies 
at Grasshopper 2012 to 
Pink’s “Funhouse,” two 
Revisit Days shows and 
Dance Open. This year’s 
co-heads, Sarah Vinchesi 
’13, Efua Peterson ’14 and 

Malka Berro ’14, strove to 
create a new experience 
for the audience and the 
dancers every time they 
choreograph.

“[The new dancers] 
pick it up really quickly,” 
said Peterson. ”A lot more 
quickly than I did when I 
was learning.”

One of the highlights of 
Footnotes this year was its 
Dance Open performance. 
Dancing to “the Windows 
’86-87 song,” a compila-
tion of sound effects from 
the Windows XP program. 
The group danced in white 
button downs, simulating 
the atmosphere of a typical 
office day with a tap danc-

ing twist.
“Tapping is a very 

unique style of dance, it is 
extremely expressive and 
versatile,” said Berro.

All three heads are tru-
ly dedicated to the art and 
are invested in its continu-
ation. 

“When I’m tapping, it’s 
like I can do anything. I can 
skid across the floor or fly 
into the air. That’s really 
why everyone is there; the 
collective love of some-
thing we all share,” said 
Berro. “Everyone in Foot-
notes is there because they 
want to be--so they can 
share what they love and 
know with others.”

Emma Crowe
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Keynotes

What started as an act 
for last year’s Abbot Cab-
aret has flourished into a 
well-known student orga-
nization over the course of 
this year. Founded primar-
ily by Anna Stacy ’13, Key-
Notes is Andover’s stu-
dent-run, co-ed acapella 
group. Stacy served as the 
head this year and will be 
succeeded by Ali Decker 
’14, Harry Wright ’14 and 
Tom Burnett ’15.

“We just want to be 
a bunch of friends who 
sing together. Part of how 
it started was to be a co-
ed singing group because 

Yorkies is all boys and 
Azure is all girls. We all re-
ally like music, so we want 
the music to be strong, but 
we also want to be friends 
with each other,” said 
Decker.

KeyNotes performed 
at Grasshopper Night this 
year, as well as at sever-
al music fests and events 
throughout campus.

During a typical meet-
ing, KeyNotes members 
gather to work on master-
ing arrangements for up-
coming events. They also 
discuss possible future 
arrangements and perfor-
mances.

This year, KeyNotes 
participated in a series 
of group oriented perfor-

mances, including Abbot 
Cabaret, Spring Arts Fes-
tival and Acapella fest. 
The group has worked to 
establish themselves as a 
vocal presence on campus, 
as well as working toward 
good quality of their sing-
ing as a whole.

“[This year] was about 
having good quality, of 
the sound mostly, but also 
as a group. We want good 
group chemistry,” said 
Decker. “We definitely 
want to attract new peo-
ple.”

In the future, KeyNotes 
hopes to become more 
known around campus, 
increase participation in 
its group and perform at a 
wider variety of events. 

Alexis Lefft

Z.GALLAGHER/THE PHILLIPIAN

Hypnotiq performs in Grasshopper Night 2012.

S.MORELAND/THE PHILLIPIAN

Madeline Silva ’13 and Rochelle Wilbun ’13 at Dance Open.
A.WESTFALL/THE PHILLIPIAN

Students model at International Fest.

T.JOHST/THE PHILLIPIAN

Stealing Dance Open 
with their lyrical perfor-
mance of “West Side Story” 
to Kid Cudi’s “Mr. Rager,” 
Hypnotiq, Andover’s hip-
hop dance team, became a 
larger presence on campus 
this past year by showcasing 
more innovative and ballad-
ic dance performances.

This year, Hypnotiq 
confidently performed on 
the stages of Grasshop-
per 2012, Dance Open and 

Spring Arts Festival. Like 
previous years, Hypnotiq 
also collaborated with other 
dance  groups such as Blue 
Strut to create performanc-
es that feature multiple fac-
ets of dance. 

Jenny Zeng ’13, Thomaia 
Pamplin ’14 and Unwana 
Abasi ’13, the three Co-
Heads of the club, worked 
together to create unique 
choreography for their 
shows.

“We each have our own 
distinct styles, which is ap-
parent in the dances we cre-
ated for the three shows,” 
said Abasi.

According to Pamplin, 
Hypnotiq feels most com-
fortable choreographing 
and dancing to well-known 
R&B and hip-hop songs like 
“Freakalator” by Sound-
master T and “Already Tak-
en” by Trey Songz, which 
they have used in several 
performances this year.

The club practices on 
Sundays for two hours and 
on Wednesdays for an hour 
and a half. A typical Hyp-
notiq club meeting involves 
stretching, a short abs 
workout and learning the 
choreography for the next 
show. 

While Hypnotiq has 
been comprised primari-
ly of female members over 
the past few years, Robert 
Rush ’14 have succeeded in 
breaking the stereotype by 
being the only male dancer 
in the group. 

The group hopes to con-
tinue to gain creativity in 
the coming year because 
they believe that innovation 
and great dancing go hand 
in hand. 

Hypnotiq has been on 
campus for over a decade 
and has altered greatly in 
style and technique over the 
years. They hope to contin-
ue the positive trend even 
after many of their Seniors 
graduate.

Charlotte Berry

M.KOBELSKI/THE PHILLIPIAN

Under the Bed is An-
dover’s improvisational 
comedy troupe.  Founded 
in 1994 by Rachel Levvy, 
it has grown to be a huge 
hit, putting on five packed 
shows a year. 

Under the Bed’s (UTB) 
performances always 
have many people rushing 
to get in that sometimes 
they have to turn away 
potential audience mem-
bers.  

UTB currently has 15 
members. They get to-
gether to rehearse twice 
a week for an hour and a 
half. During rehearsals, 
the comedians in training 

play improv games and 
practice improv scenes to 
prepare for their shows. 

They also write the 
script for their one 
planned show, Andover 
Night Live, that takes 
place every spring. “Re-
hearsals are great because 
you never know what di-
rection they’re going to 
go,” said Hemang Kaul ’13, 
one of UTB’s Co-Heads. 

Kaul and his fellow 
Co-Head, Pearson Good-
man ’13, have done a great 
job to make the group 
friendly and supportive of 
one another. 

“The troupe has to be 
close because it’s hard to 
get up on stage and not 
have a set plan for what 
we’re doing. You have to 
know that if you get stuck 

one of the other members 
will save you,” said Kaul. 

Kaul and Goodman’s 
main goal this year was to 
just have fun and to make 
sure the troupe and the 
audience members alike 
can enjoy the shows.

“I liked the game ‘No 
You Didn’t’ a lot. It’s a 
scene where one of the 
UTB members claps their 
hands and says ‘No You 
Didn’t’ and suddenly they 
have to say something 
completely different. It 
was really funny, and the 
audience enjoyed it a 
lot,” said Molly Magnell 
’14, who attended one of 
UTB’s performances ear-
lier this year.

Rachel Gerrard

A.WESTFALL/THE PHILLIPIAN

Whether it’s “yorkling” 
in female dorms to height-
en the feeling of the Christ-
mas season or singing on the 
steps of Samuel Phillips Hall, 
the Yorkies, Andover’s all-
male acapella group, strives 
to bring spread their love of 
acapella singing on the An-
dover campus.

Co-Headed by Angelo 
Morlani ’13, who joined the 
group in the Fall Term of 
2010, and Clint Yoo ’14, who 
joined the group in the Fall 
of 2011, the Yorkies have par-
ticipated in more and more 
events this year, including an 
opening act to Grammy-win-
ning singer, Rudy Currence.

“I usually refer to the 
boys of the group as the Men 
of York. We have a ton of fun 

being who we are,” said Yoo 
in an e-mail to The Phillipi-
an. “It’s not only the singing, 
but also the bonds that we 
build, golden bonds, in our 
small brotherhood that dis-
tinguishes our group from 
many others.”

According to Morlani 
and Yoo, as Co-Heads, they 
aim to achieve a unity in the 
student body by providing 
the entire campus with a 
high level of quality student 
entertainment.

“We meet every Wednes-
day and Sunday for two 
hours, and rehearsals typ-
ically consist of 15 minutes 
of goofing off followed by an 
hour and a half of focused 
singing and learning of ar-
rangements. Then we goof 
off for 15 more minutes be-
fore we leave,” wrote Mor-
lani in an e-mail to The Phil-

lipian.
The Yorkies are also 

known their diverse reper-
toire, from old classics like 
Stevie Wonder’s “Signed, 
Sealed, Delivered” to con-
temporary hits like “We are 
Golden” by Mika.

“If I hear something on 
the radio that catches my at-
tention, or even a song done 
on Glee, I immediately have 
to start arranging for the 
group to do it,” wrote Mor-
lani.

According to Yoo, some 
of the year’s highlights for 
the Yorkies would be York-
ing during Winter Term and 
singing the national anthem 
at Andover-Exeter, singing 
at the engagement party of 
a couple at the Andover Inn 
and at the 40th reunion of 
Afro-Latino-American (Af-
Lat-Am).

E.ELSON/THE PHILLIPIAN

Scarla Pan

The Yorkies

E.AVVAKUMOVA/THE PHILLIPIAN

Graham Johns ’14 dance at Spring Arts Festival.

Hypnotiq

Under the Bed
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PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC 
OF FEATURES

Willkommen to the People’s Republic of Features. This once was a kingdom of laughs and mirth of all varieties, but monarchy is antiquated and 
some Grecian-inspired jesters staged a coup and set up a republican government dedicated to fun of all sorts and all wonderful varieties of fake jour-
nalism! We do things differently here in the P.R.F. We don’t preoccupy ourselves with trivial “facts” like the News Editors, “grammar” like Copy Edi-
tors, “sports” like Sports Editors or “make-believe” like Arts Editors. We focus on the important stuff: humor. At the end of the day, most people who 
pick up The Phillipian are going to look at Features because we give people what they want. “Features is the opiate of the masses,” said former Dean 

of Students Paul Marx. Who are we? Co-presidents of humor? Comedians? Fools? Cotton-headed nitwits? Gods? Who’s to say? But we do know one 
thing. We’re here to serve you as long as it serves us. As John Feorge Kalfry once said, “Ask not what Features can do for you, but what you can do for 

Features.” It’s a simple concept, really. We do this every week for you, the reader. Forget everything else; it is all irrelevant now, for you have Fea-
tures. We will be with you; we will not leave you or forsake you. Do not fear or be dismayed. So come, join us in or comedic bliss where every joke is 
funny, where there are no uncomfortable silences and where everybody is united under the beautiful flag of the P.R.F. and us, your humble, yet still 

uncannily godlike, leaders. We hope you enjoy your stay, and please remember to tip your waiters!
-Your Oh So Dear Supreme Leaders



In recent weeks, An-
dover has received an 
enormous surge in popu-
larity from the public me-
dia for the recent school 
president election. “The 
New York Times” in par-
ticular took covering the 
election to the next level. 
After realizing how many 

people all over the world 
were interested to read 
about a school election 
at a New England prep 
school, “The New York 
Times” has decided to 
create a weekly section of 
the newspaper dedicated 
to all things Andover.

This section is split into 

three parts. The first part 
contains a copy of each 
week’s Weekender with 
a description of all of the 
great events the students 
are participating in. It is 
full of pictures of smil-
ing students and a short 
recap of all the hookups 
that happened that week, 
for any “New York Times” 
reader who has been liv-
ing under a rock.

This part in particular 
immediately became very 
popular with people all 
over the world. Features 
spoke with one enthusi-
astic subscriber Mr. Noah 
Unever. “This section my 
favorite in the ‘Times.’ 
I believe it is really im-
portant for everyone all 
over the World to know 
how kids at a prep school 
spend their weekends,” 
said Unever.

The next part of the An-
dover section is quite ap-
propriately called Sports. 
In this section, the 
“Times” gives the world 
all the scores, standings 
and commentary for An-
dover’s most popular 
spring sport: Tenni-golf. 
Attached to this section 
is a blank bracket with 
all of the school’s players 
so that the “Times” sub-
scribers can have a blast 

guessing the outcomes of 
each match. No betting 
though, because that’s 
against the Blue Book.

Next, there is an ad-
vice column featuring 
PA’s favorite gorilla, Gun-
ga. A few skeptics were 
convinced that a gorilla 
wouldn’t be able to give 
people good advice, but 
boy were they proven 
wrong. In just the first is-
sue, Gunga grappled with 
the controversial issue of 
what to do if there is no 
Internet in Susie’s. Now 
that’s something every-
one can learn from!

When asked for his 
thoughts about how the 
first issue of the section 
came out, “The New York 
Times” Editor in Chief, 
Max Sphere, said, “This is 
a great section because it 
really gives the readers a 
feeling of claustrophobia, 
like they are in some sort 
of bubble.”

There is also talk of 
changing the name of 
“The New York Times” to 
The Phillipian and hiring 
only Andover students 
to do all of the writing. 
There will be more news 
of that to come.

New York Times Introduces Andover Section

One year was all it took 
to send Head of School 
John Palfrey over the 
edge. Of his 14 predeces-
sors, Palfrey is the first 
to step down after such 
little elapsed time since 
becoming the incumbent 
Head of School.

Becky Sykes, Associate 
Head of School, bereft of 
all hope, whimpered, “He 
was so determined to de-
scend; I guess we should 
have seen this kind of 
forward-thinking, light-
ning-speed fancy foot-
work-dexterity, but…
well, who among us ac-
tually thought he would 
do the unthinkable? Who 
would think he would 
have the gall to make the 
final leap? What on earth 
provoked him to do such 
a thing?”

Sykes is not the only 
faculty member to be 
shaken by Palfrey’s ac-
tions. Faculty, staff and 
students are all in awe of 
his decision to step down. 
“I should have guessed 
this would happen. I saw 
him wandering around 
that fateful November 
night, curiously poking 
his nose around campus,” 
former Head of School 
Barbara Chase lamented. 
The night in question is 

none other than Novem-
ber 14, 2011, the night 
when Palfrey was named 
15th Head of School.

Mr. Palfrey was led 
to this outrageous ac-
tion when his adorable 
children were playing 
hide-and-go-seek. Pal-
frey searched high and 
low for his spawn, only 
to naively patter down 
the stone steps to Susie’s 
to look for them there. 
What he came across 
was no innocent game of 
hide-and-go-seek, but a 
sweltering room packed 
with gyrating nubile girls 
and blushing, peach-
fuzz-faced boys.

That was when it hap-
pened. He stepped down. 
And to everybody’s 
shock, it came in the 
middle of a Den Dance. 
Couples immediately 
stopped dancing. The 
groove was lost. The jive 
was no more. “This is the 
best thing ever!” said a 
student (who has since 
lost all his friends).

To commemorate this 
terrible stepping stone, 
all future dances will 
be replaced by Cotillion 
Classes as Palfrey is a 
gentleman revered for 
his refinement.

Halter Prom dresses are so hot right now!
S.HOTFIRE/THE PHILLIPIAN

10. Learn for learing’s sake.

9. Hang out in Susie’s.

8. Work hard.

7. Hardly work.

6. GTL.

5. Pick up a cause.

4. Catch up on Features.
 

3. Senior Spoon... Oh, wait.

2. Tenni-Golf... Oh, wait.

1. Gotcha! There really is 
nothing fun to do on Senior 

Pro.

Things to Do on Senior Pro

PALFREY 
STEPS DOWN*

By VERONICA HARRINGTON

*some stairs

“Of Course the Rest of the World Cares,” Says Entire Student Body

 By ROB IRVIN

And if you didn’t already 
know, it’s Prom season! 
After all the hard work, 
girls and guys finally had 
their perfect outfits, per-
fect dates and perfect set-
up for the best night of 
their lives. Needless to say, 
Prom is a vital opportunity 
to let loose and prepare for 
a week of visiting class-
mates’ houses in hopes 
of meeting the parents of 
valued friends. This year’s 

Prom night, however, 
found as little success as 
Paresky Commons’ ban on 
paper cups did.

Prom was marked by a 
slew of well-dressed teen-
agers going “ham.” Yes, 
they were able to move 
their bodies in such a way 
that resembled the move-
ments of cooked pigs. The 
teens were also moving 
in other animal-esque 
ways. One common dance 

move imitated the stridu-
lation of crickets (the act 
in which a cricket rubs its 
two wings together). Stu-
dents imitated this phe-
nomenon in pairs, each 
taking the role of a single 
wing. The one flaw in this 
reenactment is that the 
rubbing did not produce 
any noise—the loud music 
playing, however, muffled 
this flaw. 

In an unexpected turn 
of events, one pair of rub-
bing teens caught on fire 
midway through a song. 
The fire was contained 
fairly well, and it was very 
short in height, according 
to one student. Luckily for 
the pair, somebody called 
911 when they saw that a 
“shawty” fire was burning 
on the dance floor (shaw-
ty meaning something 
smaller than usual). The 
fire was caused by exces-

sive friction, according to 
paramedics.

The fire prompted the 
emergency sprinkler sys-
tem, leaving many girls’ 
perfectly sculpted hair 
in disrepair—frizzy is not 
nearly enough to describe 
the effects.

Firemen promptly ar-
rived to ensure that the 
fire was completely extin-
guished. The girls were all 
struck with shock when 
their eyes came across 
the attractive and mature 
firemen. The girls broke 
out in a chorus of the song 
“It’s Raining Men” to tell 
the firemen that the sprin-
klers were, in fact, on. In a 
surprising twist of events, 
the Uppers eager to wear 
white Prom dresses ended 
up gaining the attention of 
the firemen.

Shawty Fire Burnin’ on the Prom Dancefloor
Nobody expected it to get this hot

By CHARLIE JARVIS
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Mmmm these scented candles are delicious! But we’re not addicted, don’t worry!
YANKEE.CANDLE/THE PHILLIPIAN

Faculty Gets A Whiff 
Of Scented Candles

As the dark smog of 
a global energy crisis 
looms over every Ando-
ver student’s head and 
the kerfuffle of an impas-
sioned student body that 
just wants their rooms to 
smell nice grows more 
kerfuffly, the school pon-
ders the ethics of scented 
candles and their use for 
stress relief.

These candles, called 
“candies” by most stu-
dents both to abbrevi-
ate and to confuse their 
elders, propose serious 
dangers for students and 
faculty alike. First of all, 
they add an estimated 69 
tons of CO2 into the at-
mosphere per 100 years. 
Secondly, they rob stu-
dents of the malodorous 
nature of their rooms for 
which they have worked 
so hard. Days of “work-
ing out” at the gym as 
well as weeks of old de-
livery pizza that contrib-
uted to the stench have 
all gone right down the 
drain because of these 
“candies.” 

Thirdly, studies show 
that these “candies” can 
severely hamper stu-
dents’ productivity. This 
fact is especially worri-
some given the fright-
ening speed with which 
exams are approaching. 
Students wind up bask-
ing in the lovely scents 
of their rooms, listening 
to Pink Floyd and eating 

lots and lots of snacks 
rather than doing the 
homework they need to. 
Some of the candles are 
known to increase crav-
ings for certain foods, 
like gingerbread cookies 
and Thanksgiving pump-
kin pie.

One of the leading re-
searchers, Dr. P.I. Stak-
er, explained, “These 
candles are an epidemic 
that need to be stamped 
out. In addition to low-
ered productivity, it has 
been proven that bad 
odors build character, 
much like dodgeball. 
Despite rumors about 
health benefits that coat 
the twittersphere thicker 
than CO2 does the atmo-
sphere, it has definitely 
been proven, after rigor-
ous testing, that scent-
ed candles are worse for 
your health than being 
attacked by an angry 
bear.”

Many who see the evils 
in these so-called “can-
dies” are joining hands to 
fight the problem, form-
ing organizations such as 
ADAAC, or Andover De-
partment Against Abuse 
of Candles. This organi-
zation, however, is mini-
mally successful because 
they offer ice cream at 
every meeting, so most of 
the attendees only go to 
satisfy the cravings onset 
by the candles they had 
been sniffing.

One anonymous stu-
dent explained the rea-
son he turned to scented 
candles, saying, “With all 
the stress and work from 
this school, it’s really 
hard to find time to un-
wind and make sure my 
room stinks a little less, 
but scented candles re-
ally do that for me. I can 
just let them burn when 
I’m out, and when I get 
back my room smells 
nice and fresh, and then I 
can go to ADAAC and eat 
all the ice cream I want.”

One of the biggest con-
cerns other than student 
wellness is, as always, 
the sustainability issues 
that arise with these can-
dles. Dr. Staker further 
explained, in an environ-

mentally friendly e-mail 
to The Phillipian, that the 
candles are among the 
top five contributing fac-
tors to global warming, 
along with other institu-
tions the school has van-
quished like paper cups, 
paper towels in dorm 
bathrooms and multi-ply 
toilet paper.

Faculty members now 
urge students to use 
healthier, more environ-
mentally friendly alter-
natives, like rock candy 
or confectioner’s sugar, 
to mellow the hectic An-
dover life and buffer the 
flood of papers and tests 
in these last weeks of 
Spring Term.

Frail doesn’t seem too upset about being blown away.
FELICIA.OH/THE PHILLIPIAN

Huge Gale Blows 
Freshman Away

After the vicious winds 
of the previous few days, 
scrawny freshman Isaac 
Michael Frail ’16 has 
been reported missing. 
It was about 10 p.m. on 
Tuesday when his room-
mate and pencil enthu-
siast, Ty Conderroga ’16, 
reported Frail missing to 
campus authorities. 

“I mean, he has head-
ed off before, but never 
like this,” said Conder-
roga. “I’ve always gotten 
the sense that he has felt 
shafted by the Andover 
community.” 

Several members of the 
student body have seen 
Frail in various places 
over the past 24 hours 
as the tumultuous winds 
took a toll on his body. 
One student claimed 
she saw him swoop into 

Sam Phil on Tuesday af-
ternoon but exit shortly 
thereafter as class ended. 
Another student, Turd 
Ferguson ’16, stated that 
the last time he saw Frail 
was on Monday as he was 
leaving Pearson Hall af-
ter his Latin class. 

When told about Frail’s 
wind incident, Turd got a 
little emotional, saying, 
“Frail was always just 
a classy, old fashioned 
kind of guy. I truly hope 
he comes back.” 

To further the investi-
gation and reveal more 
information on Frail’s 
unusual exit from cam-
pus, Features reached out 
to his family for answers. 
His positive mother said, 
“Oh! My baby Isaac Mi-
chael always has been 
a little bit of a brainiac, 

constantly looking for 
different ways to learn. 
He’s probably floatin’ 
around that fancy bird-
cage thingy you guys got 
over there, the Sanctuary, 
lookin’ for some birds.” 

Frail’s father, on the 
other hand, was a little 
disappointed in his son, 
“Damn kid, I’m always 
tellin’ him to wear the 
foot weights I gave him. 
Even the load of books 
in his backpack isn’t 
enough to keep the rascal 
stable.” 

There is much conflict 
brewing around campus 
as to how the adminis-
tration will deal with 
the loss of a student. 
Some people believe 
that Frail’s lackadaisical 
nature and tendency to 
blow off class provide 

no hope for his return 
to campus. Based on this 
prediction, many be-
lieve the administration 
should hold a brief re-
membrance service and 
sweep this under the rug 
more than Obama did 
when he convinced us 
all he was born in Ha-
waii. The majority, how-
ever, believes that Frail 
will return to Andover 
Hill. PAPS officers will 
shift their attention away 
from parking tickets and 
jaywalking and towards 
finding Phillips Acade-
my’s missing brother. As 
for the rest of us, we have 
to keep our eyes peeled. 
At any moment, anoth-
er powerful gust could 
blow towards campus 
and bring I.M. Frail back 
home.

Ask Addie
Dear Addie,
It’s me, Magdalene. I’m writing to you because 
my friends don’t understand me nearly as much as 
you, a perfectly wonderful stranger whose perfect 
life I can only bear to think about in brief inter-
vals of time due to my awe. Yesterday in Cochran 
Chapel, I looked up at my little plump cherub and 
renamed it Addie after you. That’s an honor, giv-
en that I poked out quite a few people’s eyes that 
wandered in the same direction that first day of 
orientation. Let me tell you, the housing lottery 
isn’t anywhere near as cutthroat as cherub choos-
ing. So anyways, lately I’ve been feeling tired 
all the time. I’ve been sleeping a ton—Let’s just 
say that the comfy chair and the sleeping rooms 
have become like third and fourth homes to me. 
The problem is that even when I awaken, I’m still 
tired! Please help me Addie, because I need to be 
able to focus on my schoolwork. Coffee only gets 
a girl so far.
 
Dear Tired-Sleepaholic,
I am sorry to hear about your recent problems, 
and I feel slightly scared by your obsession with 
me. But those are just my feelings. As for your 
tiredness, I think you might have an iron defi-
ciency.
Sincerely,
Aunty “heavy-metal-intake” Addie
 
Dear Addie,
After reading your letter I turned on the radio to 
ease my pain. Heavy metal music just isn’t really 
my style, and I know I wear graphic tees of heavy 
metal bands, but I really just don’t like their mu-
sic! Next, I went to the TV to find some guidance 
on how to get iron.  The ten minute video enti-
tled “abs of steel” seemed a little too intensive, so 
I turned to the home and garden channel, because 
sometimes it calms me down when I get over-
whelmed with transforming my room into a mod-
ern, livable oasis while still following fire regula-
tions. Anyways, they just so happened to be airing 
a station that informed me that there are studs 
in every six inches of a wall. And all you have to 
do is knock down a wall to get it. No worries, Ad-
die, I’m well on my way to curing myself. I’m sure 
there are some studs in the walls of Paul Revere 
(that’s where I live—come see me and I can intro-
duce you to my cherub.) Either way, that episode 
left me feeling more excited and less tired after 
just watching it—there were shirtless construc-
tion men knocking down walls to get studs…. Talk 
about stud overdose!
 
Dear Stud-hungry,
I think that you misinterpreted me. Yes, you 
need iron, and studs might be made of iron, but 
just because F=MA and MA=E doesn’t mean you 
can go around using F=E on your physics test! 
This is your life! Don’t waste it chasing studs.
Sincerely,
Auntie “Concerned-for-you-please-stop-what-
you’re-doing” Addie
 
Dear Addie,
Forgot to record episode. Kicked down wall. No 
studs found. In ambulance. Foot broken. Para-
medic next to me. His shirt stopped the bleeding. 
He didn’t put on new shirt. Deficiency cured.

Feech don’t know nothin...

STAPH REPORT

Her advice isn’t half bad;
it’s three quarters bad!

By CHARLIE JARVIS

He never even saw it coming

By BILLY HUBSCHMAN
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Maia Hirschler, Greg Cameron, 
Jeremy Chen, & Nicole Ng

always 
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What We Really Learned

UNCOMMONTARY
“Because we know everything and you’d better believe it.”

Rob Irvin better on paper

Feelin’ Sixy

So, you think you’ve made 
it. Here you are now on “Ando-
ver Hill,” staring down the Vista, 
thinking about the blue-leather 
diploma you will someday hold in 
your hand. You’ve been constant-
ly told, “You can do whatever you 
want here, and after Andover, the 
world is your oyster.” Amazing, 
yes?

Wrong.
Here’s what we actually 

learned from unique experiences 
and courses offered only at Ando-
ver. 

1. “Creative Writing: Personal 
Storytelling”

It’s not a lie, it’s an embel-
lishment. How to epic-ize your 
Andover experience. They want 
the truth?  They can’t handle the 
truth!

Do everything 
with extreme in-
tensity, and don’t 
ever hesitate to 
make it visible and 
known.

The less sleep 
you get, the cool-
er you are. Always 
say you slept an 
hour less than you actually did. If 
you can get sixes and go bed at 10 
p.m. every night, good for you. 

Statement: “It was 2:30 a.m. 
and my History 310 paper was due 
in 5.5 hours. I was down to my last 
5-hour energy and only halfway 
through research. Yeah, I still got 
a 6.”

Fact: You had all your research 
done and started writing the pa-
per at 8:00 p.m. the night before.

2. Acting 101: Improvisation
Learn how to adapt to any 

situation the Academy throws 
at you. For in-class discussions, 
if you didn’t do the reading, ref-
erence abstract concepts or ask 
about the meaning of a passage. 
Avoid talking about plot, and don’t 
use any specific quotes. Speak in 
questions, not in statements.

Can’t find a table with friends 
in Commons? Get a drink and 
try entering another time. Keep 
searching with your peripherals 

as you get silverware. Suddenly 
realize that you have to go to the 
bathroom, or pretend that you just 
got an urgent text message. Just 
don’t stop moving!

3. Chances are, you’ll find 
yourself in for a late night at least 
once during your time at Andover. 
Wander around aimlessly in the li-
brary or your dorm from 8:00 until 
11:30 p.m. (even though you could 
probably get all your work done 
during that time) and tell every 
person you see, “Guys, I’m pulling 
an all-nighter!” If you’re planning 
on a late night, make sure to raid 
Ryley the Den Susie’s. Buy enough 
so that they give you one of those 
brown bags so everyone knows 
that you’re going to be up late to-
night. Utilize the power nap – un-

scientific studies 
have shown that 
a 15 minute nap 
in a public area 
on campus is the 
equivalent of 4 
hours of sleep in 
your dorm room. 
As always, make 
sure everyone 
can see your 

naps so they know how little sleep 
you got the night before.

4. Math 1778: Andover Equa-
tions

 Learn the series of elegant, 
practical equations that governs 
life at Andover.

a) The quality of food in Com-
mons is proportional to number of 
important adults/alumni/trustees 
on campus at a given time.

b) The likelihood that the 
room inspector will come to your 
dorm is proportional to the mess-
iness of your room. And the likeli-
hood that you will fail is inversely 
proportional to how much food 
you give (bribe) the room inspec-
tor.

c) (Wild Sweet Orange tea 
in Commons) / (any other tea in 
Commons) = 40

See Online for Full Article

Historically, Andover was a 
stepping stone to the Ivy League. 
Students would attend Andover, 
take easy classes, get sixes, grad-
uate and go off to the most pres-
tigious universities in the country 
without having to learn a thing.

In recent years, many students 
have lost sight of what is actually 
important and are taking difficult 
classes with the sole intention of 
enriching themselves. This, quite 
frankly, is disgusting. Instead of 
finding the easiest classes the 
school has to offer and coasting 
through with 6.0 GPAs, students 
are taking difficult classes about 
topics they are actually interested 
in. 

I know—this is sickening. To-
day, this school seems to be more 
than just a stepping stone, and old 
Sammy Phillips is rolling in his 
grave about it. The bottom line is 
that our youth have been corrupt-
ed.

Youth corruption experts and 
angry parents are blaming it all on 
the liberal media. I know—Hurry 
Limbaugh is at it again. They sus-
pect that a general lack of video 
games, TV and the internet had a 
role in this disgusting epidemic. 

“As soon as my little Timmy 
started listening to smooth Jazz I 
noticed something had changed,” 
said a concerned parent.

Another mother barged into 
her son’s room after seeing his 
report card. All she found, how-
ever, was that his Duck Dynasty 
box sets had been replaced with a 
collection of PBS documentaries. 

“I want those monsters at 
PBS to be held accountable for 
what they did to my son,” says the 
enraged mother. “Who do they 
think they are exposing children 
to such enriching material,” she 
added.

Dr. Ludenburg, renowned 
Graham House counselor,  told 
me that he hypothesizes that this 
outburst of self-enriching behav-

ior is a result of students looking 
for attention. The best thing for 
parents and teachers to do is to 
sit down and talk with their chil-
dren, suggested Ludenburg. He 
soon realized, however, that more 
drastic measures might be neces-
sary.

Personally, I think the only 
way to fix this problem is to in-
vite George W. Bush to speak at 
All School Meeting and remind 
Phillipians of the importance of 
taking easy classes so that they 
can attend prestigious school 
like Hardford, Yell and MITT, 
Romney’s flagship institution. Af-
ter Bush’s speech, students will 
hopefully refrain from rushing to 
meet with their teachers outside 
of class to discuss next week’s 
homework assignments—a much 
too common happening.

It has been rumored that 
some parents may be taking their 
kids out of school to send them to 
rehabilitation centers. The addic-
tion to self-enrichment has quite 
simply become too much to han-
dle for many families. 

We can only hope that Ando-
ver students get their priorities 
straightened out soon. What a 
nightmare it would be if Andover 
was worth more than just diplo-
ma day!

Rob Irvin is a new Lower from 
Somewhere, OK, who prefers rap-
pers Biggie and Snoop Dogg to 
Becky and Murphdawg.

Fact: You had all your 
research done and 
started writing the 

paper at 8;00 p.m. the 
night before.

“Homie, this stuff is basic, welcome to grad-
uation. Good morning!”

Andover, today is the day! We begin the 
festivities with the words of the wise Kanye 
West. For those of you here who expected to 
see him or a Marty-McFly-esque teddy bear 
acting in his place, he’s in New York right 
now, so you’ll have to settle for the illustrious 
Andover class of 2013! 

Features would like to officially welcome 
you to graduation like we always used to do 
in this town. These students are so excited 
today, they feel like they could touch the sky, 
and they are feeling extra fly! 

We would like to welcome all the parents, 
legal guardians, grandparents, great grand-
parents, cousins, first cousins, second cous-
ins, third cousins, sister wives and uncle/
fathers and aunt/mothers (as Hamlet would 
call them) here to see their lovely family 
members pass around over 300 pieces of pa-
per, only one of which has any actual meaning 
for them! Features recognizes just how mo-
mentous an occasion this is, and we are here 
to celebrate in a calm, collected manner and 
without breaking any school rules, as we as 
a section still attend this fine learning estab-
lishment, which is one of the best ever estab-
lished for learning.

Today we bring you a full paper, with every 
single section. We even did arts! We hope you 
will enjoy it and all the festivities, and just re-
member, graduates, check yourself before you 
wreck yourself!

This Editorial represents the views of 
Features CXXXVI

Editor’s Note

Eddy, Tori and All

The Phillipian Features welcomes no letters to the Editor. We never try to print 
any letters, but because of space limitations, we can never experience zero gravity. 
We reserve the right to edit all submitted letters to conform with safety restraints 
and proper government sin taxes. We will not publish any anonymous letters be-
cause we don’t publish any letters in the first place. Please submit all relationship 
requests by the Saturday night of each week to features@phillipian.net or to our 
newsroom in the basement of Morse Hall where we will be waiting for you.

To subscribe, e-mail someone, or write to
 The Phillipian, 180 degrees Mane Street, And Over MA, 01810.
All con tents of The Phillipian copyleft © 2013, The Trusty Old White Men of 

Phillips Academy, Inc. Sexual Reproduction without the expressed written con-
sent and participation of The Phillipian Features is strictly prohibited and punish-
able by law if you are a legal citizen of the United States and its territories.

Corrections:
Every single article ever placed in the Features section 

was, in fact, actual news and incorrectly placed so in layout. 
So yes, it really was all true.

The only News article that Sophia Lloyd-Thomas ever 
wrote put the “ew” in news. 
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Playing 
With Balls

To my fellow Phillipians, 
friends, and “equals,”

Close your eyes and ask your-
self this:

Wait no, open your eyes, read 
this, and then ask yourself: Are 
we really equals here at Ando-
ver?

The fact that it is literally the 
20th century and you still had 
to close your eyes and think 
about that is embarrassing. 
Here we are at one of the most 
distinguished prep schools in 
the country, and we still can’t 
even accomplish equality with-
in these gender-specific sports 
teams?

Some of you may be thinking, 
“No, Anne Oying, we are equal 
here!” But if that’s you out there 
in this sea of lies, think again, sir. 
This so called “aristocracy” may 
allow us Harry Potterheads and 
muggles to go to the same class-
es, and, yes, we are all forced to 
eat together, but to this day girls 
and boys can’t even play on the 
same sports teams.

One student, Zara Lee ’16, cit-
ed a pertinent example, saying, 
“My boyfriend, Eddy O. Syncrat-
ic ’16, got cut from boys’ crew. 
I’m not ashamed to admit it or 
anything, because he’s still head 
of the Students Interested in 
Torches (SIT) club, so whatever. 
The only thing that really gets to 
me, though, is that afterwards, 
he also got cut from girls’ crew, 
even though he totally deserved 
to make the team! I mean, based 

off merit, he could have been in 
at least G9 or G10, so why didn’t 
they give him the spot?”

Well Andover, I was wonder-
ing the same thing. So I went 
to talk to the head of the Ath-
letic Department, Sir Real, and 
I demanded an answer. And do 
you know what he said?? That 
devil-man loser-cake literally 
looked into my eyes and literally 
said: “Anne, we’ve talked about 
this. Sports teams have to be 
separated for safety reasons.”

Frankly Andover, this is dis-
gusting. How does segregating 
the students improve safety?? 
Think of all the injuries simple 
equality could have prevented! 
I mean, if they just let genders 
have the same rights, I definite-
ly wouldn’t have stabbed Miss 
Ogynistic in Commons, and let’s 
just say Ray Cyst would be able 
to see through both of his eyes.

Andover, this gender imbal-
ance is unacceptable. If you 
agree that both sexes should 
be completely equal, join my 
protests next fall term: ladies, 
please come try out for football 
with me. Gentleman, if you know 
you can rock a skirt but aren’t 
a Blue Key Head, Girls Varsity 
Field Hockey awaits. And volley-
ball enthusiasts: you can all play 
during both fall and spring now! 
It’s more than good, it’s grreee-
aatt! So if they claim we must 
earn our stripes, they should let 
us do so and play on gender neu-
tral, equal sports teams!

Ellie Simon
yet again

This so called 
“aristocracy” may 

allow us Harry 
Potterheads and 

muggles to go to the 
same classes, and, yes, 

we are all forced to 
eat together, but to 

this day girls and boys 
can’t even play on the 

same sports teams.



10. Hey, I hope you don’t 
mind but I let some ducks 
into your room. Careful, 

they’re territorial.

9. Did you get rid of the lice 
in your bed yet?

8. Got rid of the body.

7. I can’t believe you 
swallowed it whole!

6. Couldn’t get rid of the 
body. Sorry.

5. Get out, there’s a fire!

4. Don’t worry, I didn’t tell 
the police anything.

 
3. Is it okay if I borrow your 
car? If you don’t respond in 
five minutes I’m just gonna 

take it.

2.  Arts has 2 pages! Oh, 
and the results came back 

positive...

1. Features no longer requires 
your services.

Texts You Wouldn’t Want to 
Wake Up to.

10. Shower buddies.

9. “I wasn’t listening; watt’s 
the question?”

8. Stop Math Dept. exponent 
use, reduce power.

7. Be more Irish, Pattie.

6. Find a dumber roommate 
to create a potential 

difference.

5. Convert Peabody artifacts 
into fossil fuels.

4. Subsequently divest the 
Peabody.

3. Wear only Polo Ralph 
Lauren, switch entire 

campus to Horse Power. 

2. Transfer to Deerfield, bro. 

1. Harness the power of 
laughter, read Features. 

Ways to Go Green

10. A meteor.

9. World’s longest game of 

hide-and-go-seek.

8. Coup d’état.

7. Seven ate them too.

6. Freak gasoline fight 

accident.

5. They were talkin’ bad 

about Features.

4. “Die!” “No sir!” 

*gun fight ensues*.

 

3. Divest Andover.

2. Suicide pact. 

1. They evolved into Hemang 

and Pearson.

Reasons Why Dinosaurs Went 
Extinct

10. Being mean to Panda.

9. Saying no to Panda.

8. Leading Panda on.

7. Taking Panda out on a date 
and never calling Panda back.

6. Telling Panda you’d be 
there. 

5. Dancing with Panda at 
Gelb dance and then not 

asking Panda to leave.

4. Playing with Panda’s 
emotions.

3. Hitting on Panda’s best 
friend.

2. Avoiding Panda on Parents’ 
Weekend so you don’t have 

to meet Panda’s parents.

1. Arson.

Worst Things to be Caught 
Doing in a Photo

10. The Merchant of 

Venus.

9. The Space Cat in the 

Space Hat.

8. Macbeth in Space.

7. 2984.

6. Star Wars: A Novel of 

Historical Fiction.

5. Oh the Spaces You’ll Go.

4. A Wrinkle in the Space 

Time Continuum. 

3. What to Expect When 

You’re Expecting a Robot 

Baby.

2. 50 Shades of Gray Matter.

1. The Blue Book.

Futuristic E-Books

10. Your dog ate your 
homework.

9. It just didn’t feeeeeel right.

8. Your GPA’s been dropping 
steadily since Junior Fall, 

and you wanted to keep up 
the trend. Let’s go 2.0!

7. Number Seven.

6. You tried to use two 
number one pencils, but 
things just didn’t add up.

5. Gelb Dance was enough 
chemistry for one term.

4. You spent all of the 
night before practicing 

“multiplication.”

3. The first problem was 
about fractals, and it just 

went on forever.

2. You accidentally wore your 
yarmulke instead of your 

thinking cap. L’chaim!

1. You were too busy writing 
your Features article to 

study.

Reasons You Failed Your 
Finals
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DUEL CAPTAINS’ FEATURE: CAPTAIN MORGAN AND CAPTAIN CRUNCH

Play ball!
SIERRA ULL/THE PHILLIPIAN

This year, Andover’s Un-
derwater Hockey team pad-
dled through what turned 
out to be a sinking season. 
Though their game record 
was 1-12, Captains Morgan ’13 
and Crunch ’13 started this 
season with an enthusiasm 
that their teammates trea-
sured. Both assured the team 
that the results of Underwater 
Hockey’s season were mainly 
due to the unlucky number of 
games (13)—not the bizarre 
training regimen. 

To ensure that this year’s 
season would go well, Cap-
tain Morgan and Captain 
Crunch started a series of in-
teresting new rituals (that did 
not actually work). Many of 
these new rituals have not yet 
been officially approved by 
the team’s Coach Handbag, 
who has yet to return from 
her Spring Break trip to Fifth 
Avenue.

Despite the delay in coach 
approval, Captain Morgan 
and Captain Crunch have in-
stalled the new rituals into 
the team’s practice and game 
schedules. They hope that the 
new rituals with help sober 
up their team so that they can 
get crunching. 

Some of these new rituals 
include drinking three Co-
ca-Colas before each game. 
“I’ve always loved Coke—it 
seems to add the right touch 
to every aspect of my life,” 

said a proud, wide-eyed, re-
ally excited Captain Morgan. 
Crunch generally agrees with 
anything Morgan does, so he 
also loved this idea. Crunch, 
however, also advocated re-
moving every player’s eye-
brows from their foreheads 
and gluing them to their hel-
mets instead.

The captains have also 
instated various rigorous 
pre-practice workouts, in-
cluding trying to walk on a 
balance beam after listening 
to Captain Morgan’s wisdom 
for an entire hour.

A team member, Lye Twait 
’15, was asked to comment on 
the new rituals put in place. 
“Mmm…mmm… they’re 
good…” said a hesitant and 
dazed-looking Twait. The 
supportive Captain Crunch 
explained that the workouts 
have been especially tough 
on Twait. Crunch even had 
to lead his teammate away to 
one of the teams’ daily sooth-
ing milk baths that Crunch is 
so fond of.

Jack Apples ’13 grinned and 
giggled as he told us, “The 
new protocol is awesome. 
The milk baths also make my 
skin totally silky.”

Morgan, hailing from Nas-
sau, Bahamas, says that he has 
been swimming ever since 
he can remember, which, of 
course, helps greatly with his 
Underwater Hockey career. 

Having moved around the 
Caribbean constantly as a 
child, Morgan recalls that he 
would challenge himself to 
swim alongside his parents’ 
massive yacht for miles on 
end. 

Along with his swimming 
skills, Captain Morgan attri-
butes many of his good luck 
rituals to his father. “He made 
sure to impress the impor-
tance of salt-throwing upon 
me. Now I never enter a body 
of water without tossing salt 
over my left shoulder. It hasn’t 
failed me yet.”

Captain Crunch, who had 
a similar upbringing, agrees 

with this lucky charm en-
thusiastically. He also insists 
upon the value of a nutritious, 
balanced breakfast. Crunch 
told us, “You can’t just grab a 
bagel and go. You’ve gotta sit 
down; enjoy your breakfast at 
the right pace. You cannot be 
too slow either—my pet peeve 
is soggy cereal.”

Although the thought of 
losing Captain Crunch or 
Captain Morgan to their re-
spective colleges makes us 
want to eat and drink away 
our sorrows, the team is 
hopeful for a fresh and flavor-
ful new year. 

By Bianca Navarro-Bowman
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS RIDER

Sporty Spice ’13.5 has led her team in athleticism and, 
more notably, swag, during three different sports seasons 
this year (though she somehow plays on five teams) and 
she has won more style points than all the other athletes 
combined, except Boys JV9 soccer, of course. What studs. 
Sporty Spice led her teams on a road to glory—she treads 
on this road in sneakers that match her athletic tank per-
fectly. Andover goggles aside, her athleticism has earned 
her this year’s Athlete of the Year honors, and rumor has it 
she’s a shoe-in for look of the year.
Q: What sports do you play?
A: I play field hockey, volleyball, swimming, lacrosse and 
track. Some seasons I play more than one sport, which can 
be kind of physically challenging, but I alternate between 
wearing spandex and skirts so I never get tired with regards 
to style, which is what really counts. It’s a fair trade off.
Q: How did you get into sports?
A: The first sport I ever played was field hockey. My mother 
was pregnant and couldn’t stop talking about how my soon-
to-arrive brother was going to be such a good athlete. So, 
one night at the age of four, I found a field hockey stick in 
my house and went around whacking every ball in the house 
just so that once my brother started trying to pick up all the 
sports, I could still say “I Hit It First.” I’m pretty sure my 
dad uploaded a video of that night to YouTube. In doing so, of 
course, I found myself super into sports and the proud owner 
of a hit record.
Q: Have you had any lows in your career?
A: I’d have to say definitely my Lower year. I hit my soph-
omore slump in every game I’d play, except the game of 
thrones, luckily. If I don’t win that, I die. I definitely strug-
gled with keeping my spirits high Lower year. It’s really hard 
to be so sporty and so spicy at the same time. I struggled with 
having a lack of support in my life. However, I got over these 
barriers pretty quickly. I received the support I was lacking 
in the athletic section of the local Victoria’s Secret and also 
with arch inserts for my cleats. I left the store more enhanced 
than ever before. I also ended up changing my team uniform 
to something more stylish (and also tighter and shorter) to 
boost my teammates’ spirits up. Coincidentally, attendance 
rose at our games right after we started wearing these scanty 
uniforms.
Q: Do you have any superstitions?
A: Yes. My favorite coach and the wisest man I know gave 
me a book that really inspired me. Before every meet or game 
I always make sure to follow its advice: I Eat, then Pray, then 
Love, in exactly that order. First, I have to eat something I’ve 
never tried before. If there’s nothing new in Paresky Com-
mons I usually just pour water into a travel mug as it has a 
different flavor every time. Next, I pray in the temple of the 
Dean of Studies to the god of Honors, the god of Dashes and 
the god of Danger. Lately, I’ve been focusing on prayers to the 
god of Honors, because lately his “H” of approval has been 
mysteriously absent from my midterms. The only god that’s 
always there for me is the god of Danger, which is probably 
the cause of the rift between me and my college counselor re-
cently. She says I should hate the “D” and nobody ever should 
want the “D”. But the D is just too easy for me.

ATHLETE OF THE YEAR: 
SPORTY SPICE

Sporty Spice comes back from a mulit-sport pracky.
ATHLETICS/THE PHILLIPIAN

By Charlie Jarvis
PHILLIPIAN PORTS WRITER

Notorious Andover “lax 
bro” Chadwick McSwag 
Jr. ’13, who is well-known 
around campus for his 
colorful mid-calf socks 
and flowing locks, is being 
quarantined in Isham for 
the month.

Isham nurses state that 
his lax, coma-like state 
is the effect of too much 
“$wag,” and they worry 
his condition could poten-
tially be contagious.

“I’ve never seen any-
thing quite like this. His 
temperature is as high as 
that of a fire-breathing 
velociraptor. I worry that 
he could be infectious for 
upwards of his entire life,” 
said Nancy, Chief Nurse 
LaxPracticetioner at Ish-
am.

The only known cure 
for McSwag Jr.’s illness is 
to quit lacrosse.

Separated by four lay-
ers of bulletproof glass 
and through an intercom, 
McSwag Jr. said,“I can’t 
quit. I just can’t. Lax is 
life. Eat. Sleep. Lax. Some-
times breathe, but not if it 
interferes with lax.” 

“I don’t really know 
what to do with little 
Chad. I haven’t really 
been able to get through 
to him; I can’t remember 
the last time we had a 
good conversation,” said 
McSwag Jr.’s father, Chad-
wick McSwag Sr. ’83.

“I barely understand 
him anymore. All he talks 
about is ‘flow’ and how 
his friend Chadwinkle 
Berry ’15 has a ‘sick celly’ 
and a ‘crazy dangle’ for a 
‘frosh,’” continued a per-
plexed McSwag Sr.

Apparently, McSwag 
Jr.’s illness did not come 
on as quickly as Isham 
nurses originally believed. 
New information from his 
teachers indicates that he 
has perhaps suffered this 
illness every spring since 
his first year at Andover.

McSwag Jr.’s English 
teacher, Dee Tail, said, 
“This is my first year 

teaching Chadwick, but 
one time he accidentally 
handed me his transcript 
instead of his final es-
say—I can assure you that 
McSwag Jr. has a history 
of doing well in the fall 
and winter, but then not 
so well in the spring. And 
he’s always cradling the 
ball in his ‘twig’ during 
class. I’d be distracted but 
he never dropped it. No 
harm no foul I guess.”

“The day spring la-
crosse tryouts started, he 
handed me an essay writ-
ten in crayon on construc-
tion paper. Turns out he 
plagiarized it and its sup-
plementary pictures  from 
‘The Giving Tree,’” con-
tinued Tail.

Oddball Dr. Jean Yus, 
Instructor in History, 
agreed with Tail’s assess-
ment of McSwag. Ious 
said, “Kid has been drag-
ging himself to class all 
term. He looks like he’s 
sleepwalking. And he al-
ways has that damn la-
crosse stick. I don’t like 
kids. I have to go now.”

McSwag Jr.’s illness 
came to a peak this past 
week when he entered a 
comatose-like state and 
could not be awoken at la-
crosse practice.

His teammate, Rich-
ard Pratt ’16, said, “Yeah, 
he just like…collapsed 
at pracci. And trust me, 
Chadwick does not just 
nap on the field casually. 
He’s not that kinda guy. 
He’s the kinda guy who’d 
rather sleep than play. I 
mean…play than sleep. 
Wait. Is that right? Yeah. 
Yeah.”

Isham nurses expect 
Chadwick to make a full 
recovery, though they 
worry that he will be un-
able to play this season. 

LAX

Bro Enters Coma, 
Can’t Find  the Exit

By Bridget Higgins
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS RIGHTER

FIELD

We’re Doing Away 
With Track Because 

Nobody Cares
By Claire Jacobson

FILIPINO SPORTS WRITER

After the last few weeks of 
track and field, the Athletic 
Department, with the full 
support of the student body, 
came to the conclusion to re-
name the sport “Field.” The 
new name was deemed rep-
resentative of what the stu-
dents at Andover want to see 
from the sport. The athletic 
department has graciously 
heard many complaints over 
the past week about how the 
track portion of track and 
field is losing its appeal. 

A particularly avid field 
attendant, Cher Lyder ’16, 
articulated what it was ex-
actly that attracted her and 
her female friends to the 
thriving world of field. She 
thoughtfully explained, 
“The finesse and beauty of 
the field events is what real-
ly draws the majority of the 
students to track and field 
meets. There is nothing in 
this world more beautiful 
than the rainbow-like arch 
produced by a newly thrown 
shot-put, and nothing more 
off-putting than a track 
race.”

What further explains 
this influx of female field 
fans is the fact that there is 
a 6’2” Argentinean PG with 
a bulging right bicep named 
Jim Nasium.  According to 
Google, the young field star 
is the number 13 under-21 
javelin thrower in the West-
ern Hemisphere. I know. It’s 
a big deal. The undefeated 
star was also offered a full D1 

scholly to the academic in-
stitution of his choosing.

Isham Health Center is 
especially supportive of this 
shift in focus to the field part 
of track and field, saying that 
students are finally listening 
to their concerns for those 
who become concussed af-
ter watching track. 

An anonymous Isham 
representative stated, “Ish-
am does not approve of 
watching track because of 
the concussion symptoms 
seen in many students who 
have watched the athletes 
run around in circles.” The 
numerous concussed PA stu-
dents have also admitted to 
becoming disoriented from 
the sound of the gunshot at 
the beginning of a race.

Tarry Fied ’15 shared the 
story of how he once fainted 
upon hearing the gunshot at 
a race, which actually con-
cussed him. Poor Tarry tried 
to stay loyal to the track team 
for the rest of the term, but 
could not attend meets; he 
was too scared of the head-
aches caused by the runners. 
“They all became a painful 
blur for us concussed folks. 
We ended up supporting 
the slowest ones. It was 
very counterproductive,” re-
vealed a sad Tarry. 

After considering all of the 
health risks involved with 
track as well as the new in-
terest in field, everybody has 
established that the name 
change is in the best interest 
of the field of competitors 
in the ever growing field of 
field. 

Look at that form!
USAIN BOLT/THE PHILLIPIAN
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The Peanuts performed in Tang Theater before being fed to the local circus elephants.
AL MONDE/THE PHILLIPIAN

AUDIENCE 
GOES 

NUTS FOR 
PEANUTS

No anaphylactic 
shock here!

Armaan Singh

This Saturday, Andover 
students, faculty and staff 
were treated to a dance per-
formance like none other: 
a performance by The Pea-
nuts gang. Men and wom-
en of all ages were able to 
relive their memories and 
dreams of The Peanuts car-
toons: Charlie Brown get-
ting bullied by Patty, Snoopy 
and his adorable dog house, 
Pig Pen smell reminding us 
all of the simpler time of 
childhood. Better yet, The 
Peanuts performed their 
own choreographed mod-
ern dance. To top it all off, 
the choreographers used 
real peanuts as the dancers. 
That’s right. Real, organic, 
free trade, Georgia-raised 
peanuts. The peanuts were 
painted to resemble The 
Peanuts characters, and 
were moved by high levels 
of electromagnetic radia-
tion. This performance was 
also the culminating project 
of the new science elective: 
Rad with Radiation.

“We decided to try to 
channel altered gamma rays 
through the peanuts, which 
are actually relatively per-
meable to visible light and 
other mediums of radiation, 
to make the peanuts bounce 
around. This bouncing 

around apparently quali-
fies as ‘modern dance,’ so 
we proceeded to go viral on 
YouTube and win ‘Ameri-
ca’s Best Dance Crew,’” said 
Tesla Edison about the pro-
cess of electromagnetic ra-
diation.

The performance was 
a huge success, partly be-
cause The Peanut charged 
13 peanuts per ticket. 
“Charging peanuts instead 
of US dollars or an Andover 
BlueCard allows us to expo-
nentially increase our danc-
ing capital, which is what 
is leading to our unprece-
dented success,” explained 
Mario Peruzzi, director of 
Logistics and Culture. He 
continued, “We are hop-
ing to obtain a sponsorship 
from ©Planters.”

The Cashews, a fellow 
electromagnetic radia-
tion-powered dance phe-
nomenon, opened The Pea-

nuts’ show. The Peanuts 
then danced at 530 kilo-
watts of power, which led to 
a classicly homely, Europe-
an, 19th century feel. After 
amplifying the voltage, The 
Peanuts tore up the floor 
with a Bhangra-inspired 
dance.

Safe to say, the students 
were speechless when they 
realized that the dancers 
were real peanuts. “This 
is definitely not what I ex-
pected. I can’t believe this 
actually happened and that 
I actually witnessed this,” 
cried Ryan McStudent ‘11 
when asked about his expe-
rience. The students went 
nuts after the performance, 
giving The Peanuts a ten 
minute-long standing ova-
tion.

The Peanuts were un-
available for interviews. 
They were eaten shortly af-
ter the performance. 

Under the 
bed improv 
troupe wins 
oscar for 
best script

Acceptance speech 
was “off-the-cuff”

Vincent Mocco
Last weekend, Andover’s 
very own improvisational 
comedy troupe, Under the 
Bed, won an Oscar for Best 
Script. Under the Bed (UTB) 
signed up for a conference 
and workshop in Reno with 
the sole intent of bettering 
themselves. But, little did 
they know, they were enter-
ing an extravaganza, hosted 
by “The Academy,” to find 
the best script writers the 
world has to offer.  
After the troupe’s last per-
formance, Moose Tort-Alini, 
President of “The Academy,” 
appeared out of nowhere and 
presented the Oscar to UTB. 
He said they had “Comrade 
Potential,” whatever that 
means.
In an interview, Tort-Alini 
said he wanted to find the 
group that cheated the most 
by planning all of their ma-
terial ahead of time. Some 
troupe members insisted 
that they were improvising 
the whole time, but Tort-Ali-
ni didn’t buy it. 
“That was too good to be 
made up on spot,” said 
Tort-Alini.
Other troupes participat-
ing in the contest became 
extremely upset with the 
whole situation and called 
the contest fascist. One 
troupe, “Aunt Jemima’s Only 
Add Water,” even started an 
angry mob.  
They rioted via song and 
dance. Although very tal-
ented, they lost the crowd’s 
attention after one of their 
rants lasted around two 
hours.
So did UTB really plan their 
act ahead of time? “It just 
sickens me that there isn’t 
enough female representa-
tion in contests like these,” 
said Herman Goodcall, Head 
of UTB, when asked if UTB’s 
performance abided by the 
general rules of improvisa-
tional comedy. Though an 
extremely valid point, it had 
little to do with the question.
The rest of the cast mem-
bers fled the country and fell 
off the grid, but luckily, we 
were able to find two of the 
troupe’s most talented young 
students, Bobcent Mocin ’15 
and Vinbert Irvco ’15. The 
two young women fell be-
hind the rest of the troupe 
while fleeing because Mocin 
needed to stop by Susie’s for 
a candy fix and Irvco can’t 
leave Mocin alone for too 
long lest she have a panic 
attack. After being asked if 
they had any knowledge of 
UTB’s improv fraud, they 
both responded by shouting 
in unison, “Don’t ask, don’t 
tell!” They then proceeded to 
mumble, “Yes, and...” to each 
other several times.
“If UTB wrote one of their 
shows, they could have writ-
ten all of their past perfor-
mances,” said Alini skeptical-
ly and mysteriously.
Some of UTB’s most devout 
fans were devastated to hear 
that their beloved improv 
group might have prepared 
all the material in their 
shows. Other fans who have 
seen them live said that they 
were suspicious because 
“they were just so funny; too 
funny.”
What does this say about 
all improv groups? Are all 
troupes pre-writing their 
shows? If so, is there a way 
for audiences to test the au-
thenticity of the impromptu 
acts? Where did Under The 
Bed come from? Have they 
ever had a show under an 
actual bed? Aren’t there too 
many cast members to fit 
under one bed? Even a king-
sized bed? Why has my bed 
been feeling so big and emp-
ty lately? Is my wife cheating 
on me? Is it with a woman? 
These are just some of the 
many questions that have 
surfaced after such cata-
strophic events. All Features 
can do right now, however, is 
pray that UTB never returns. 
Scripted or not, this will give 
us a rightful monopoly on 
Academy humor.

LOOK OF THE WEEK:
Dirty Laundry Kid

Jack Lane and Harry Cohen

Horace Bolachi ’16, 
known by his friends as 
Hoe-Boh, was recently 
brought before Mock Trial 
for violating a little known 
nuance in the Dress Code 
Section of the Blue Book. 
The section clearly states, 
“If newly conscious Adam 
and Eve covered it, so 
should you.” The committee 
is taking this statement in a 
rather metaphorical sense 
as 45 percent of Horace’s 
body, including the fig leaf 
region, is still technically 
covered. This number was 
originally thought to be 46 
percent  until it was deter-
mined that those brown 
sections were, in fact, just 
dirt.  In order to protect the 
nasal passageways of the 
PA community, which have 
been in quite a bit of pain 
as of late, the prosecutors, a 
team of aspiring Mock Trial 
associates, found the facts.

The History:
Specimen B first arrived 

at campus on September 7, 
2012.  It has been confirmed 
by multiple sources that 
Specimen B was wearing 
a pink polo shirt comple-
mented by bright yellow 
pants and some shiny green 
loafers. The prosecution 
has determined that, as 
horrific as he looked, his 
clothing did abide by school 
rules and was actually not 
particularly out of the ordi-
nary, given the state of this 
academy. At 0930 hours, a 
certain member of the fe-
male sex approached Speci-
men B and, in a voice which 
was dripping with a lusty 
sarcasm, declared, “Nice 
outfit.”

After this moment, Spec-
imen B underwent a dra-
matic metamorphosis of 
the psychiatric variety. A 
new self-confident glow 
appeared in the specimen’s 
eyes. From this moment on, 
he seemed determined to 
preserve the exact fashion 
that garnered such 
applause. Where-
as most students 

in this situa-
t i o n 

p o s -
sess the intuition to main-
tain their exterior form 
through the washing of 
both their clothes and bod-
ies, Specimen B seems to 
have missed the memo and 
instead determined that to 
not change or add anything 
to modify his façade would 
retain that glorious look.  
This has caused emotion-
al and physical damage, as 
well as damage to school 
property. 

The Hearing:
Prosecution: As our ex-

pert, we’d like to call Mr. 
Clean, known for his Mr. 
Clean’s Magic Eraser, to 
the stand.  Mr. Clean, how 
would you like to describe 
Mr. Bolachi’s… situation.

Mr. Clean:  Let’s put it this 
way.  For the last 20 years, I 
have stood by the fact that 
my Eraser could clean any-
thing.  I would hereby like 
to retract that statement.

P:  That will be all.  The 
prosecution would now like 
to call Mr. Bolachi’s room-
mates, Dis, Gus and Ted to 
the stand.  Sirs, would you 
care to describe the state of 
your quad.

Ted:  So as not to offend 
our roommate Hoe-Boh, 
each night we sneak out to 
the dumpster or the per-
petually clogged second 
floor toilet stall, depend-
ing on what the rest of the 
hall has claimed.  To say it’s 
pretty bad is almost as large 
an understatement as say-
ing Features is just worth a 
chuckle.

D i s / G u s / A l l P r e s e n t : 
Amen.

Prosecution: The prose-
cution rests its case.

The Verdict:  Guilty.
What happened next:
Mr. Bolachi was imme-

diately rushed to the fire 
station where he was peri-
odically sprayed with the 
station’s most powerful 
fire hose for the next three 
hours.  He has since been 
checked in to a psychiatric 

facility.  Mr. Clean is his 
most frequent 

visitor.

Advertisement



BEST OF PEARSON 
AND HEMANG!!!!!!!!!!!

In a recent poll done by architectural professionals, Ex-
eter students were shown to have small decks. “Yeah my 
porch is pretty tiny,” said student Richard Smalls ’14 in an 
interview with the Exonian. This data was collected by a 
small research group of Exeter students interested in see-

ing how their porches stack up to those of others.
The researchers who conducted the survey have pos-

ited many theories for this pattern. One hypothesis, 
put forth by lead researcher Agro Csesteed ’13, is that 
since most Exeter students have small feet, they must 
also all have small decks, because you need less 
space on your porch if you have smaller feet, right?

Another theory for this conundrum is that Ex-
eter students have small hands and therefore 
their decks are made of small wood, because 
their small hands can only hold small pieces 

of wood when building their porches, because 
Exeter students build their own porches, right? 

Right!
Some students feel self conscious about these 

poll results. A certain Roger Baggins ’14 
said, “People say my porch is small, 

but I measured it and I think 
its average. Like it’s not big, 
but it’s definitely not small.” 
Yeah, ok. The square foot-
age seems a little low.

The reason that girls 
weren’t polled in this re-
search is simple: all the 
researchers were male 
carpenters, and like 

all boys who are con-
cerned with deck size, 

they were all too scared 
to talk to girls. Also, none 

of the girls dorms have 
porches outside.

The prestigious prep 
school formerly known as 
Phillips Academy Ando-
ver has decided to accept a 
sponsorship from shaving 
products company Gillette 
in order to receive funds 
for the transformation of 
Rafferty fields into Phil-
lips Academy’s very own 
grapefruit orchard. This 
change has come about 
as an accommodation for 
part of the student body’s 
growing displeasure with 
the lack of grapefruit juice 
in Commons.

Upon hearing that Phil-
lips Academy was ac-
cepting sponsorships, a 
competitive bidding war 
began between companies 
such as the Burlington 
Coat Factory, Applebee’s, 
Gillette, Bed Bath & Be-
yond, Quiznos, and British 
Petroleum (BP). At first 

Quiznos, which most ex-
perts deemed a dark horse 
candidate, led the pack, 
offering “MMM… MMM… 
Toasty” sandwiches for all. 

However, Gillette as-
sumed leadership with an 
offering of 33 million dol-
lars and shaving applianc-
es for both boys and girls.

The terms of the con-
tract not only have 
changed the name of the 
school, but also require 
many school-related par-
aphernalia to be embla-
zoned with stirring images 
of razor blades. Gunga, the 
once hairy gorilla mascot 
has been clean shaven. The 
term “Big Blue” has been 
eliminated; the Phillips 
Academy students shall 
now be collectively known 
as “The Razor Blades.” 
“What the hell was a Big 
Blue anyway? The Razor 

Blades just sounds sharp-
er, somehow,” said Randall 
P. Blowsworth ’58.

Many students are very 
excited about the intro-
duction of fresh grapefruit 
juice to commons. “Like, 
who even likes apple juice? 
It’s not even tangy!” said 
grapefruit activist Debra 
Fizzlewinker ‘13. Fizzlew-
inker is current head of the 
Citrus Enthusiast Alliance 

and is known across cam-
pus for her fizzly winks 
and her affinity for cit-
rus-related puns.

However there are two 
sides to every coin, except 
for those coins with one 
side, you know, the trick 
ones? In a unified act of 
defiance, members of the 
student and faculty body 
have changed the tradition 
of No Shave Novermber to 

No Shave Ever! Protest-
ing students campus-wide 
have been avoiding their 
razors at all costs. “What’s 
all this talk about razors? 
I don’t even know what a 
razor is!” said Bernice, the 
disturbingly hairy student 
who seems to be spear-
heading the effort.

This conflict among the 
campus residents has cre-
ated an internal schism 

between Citrus Enthusiast 
Alliance and the followers 
of 

No Shave Ever. Pine 
Knoll, the patron cluster 
of lumberjacks, has even 
threatened to secede from 
the Cluster Union, in what 
seems to be a truly hairy 
situation.

Come one, come call, to Crazy Pete’s DNA hall! Here you’ll find the finest collection of 
DNA pills an expecting mother can buy. All you have to do is pop one pill during the first 
few weeks of pregnancy, and your unborn will be endowed with abilities they won’t even 
be able to comprehend (they’re unborn fetuses after all). Step right up and explore the 
wonders of genetic engineering: 

 

1.     First up, we have the Arab-y Baby, a pill specifically designed to make your baby 
fluent in the Arabic language. Have you ever thought to yourself, “Wow, I really wish 
there was a way for my baby to be born fluent in Arabic?” Well if by some weird reason 
you answered yes, then your (strange) prayers have been answered!

2.     Next we have the Goo-Goo-Glow-Glow. Have you ever been afraid that you will 
have trouble seeing your baby in the dark? Fear no more! With this little sucker, Your 
baby will glow a fluorescent green every time the lights go off. No more wondering where 
your baby is! And nightlights? Your baby is now its own night light!

3.     Have you ever caught yourself wondering “I really wish my baby could breathe 
fire?” Have we got a treat for you! The PaciFIRE pill allows any baby to breathe scalding 
hot flames to their little heart’s content! Whenever your sweetheart opens up his or her 
mouth, out will come a stream of fire! How should I heat up the bottle? The PaciFIRE. 
What’s the most fun way to roast marshmallows? The PaciFIRE. Ohmygosh hunny why 
are you covered in bandages?!?! The PaciFIRE!!!

4.     Do you want your baby to have a leg up on the rest of his peers? Well here at 
Crazy Pete’s DNA hall, we have a problem taking things to literally! So we created a pill 
called the Leg Up! With this pill, your baby will be able to do 
something that no other baby is able (or would want ) to 
do; Grow an extra leg! Not only is it extremely helpful 
in the classic picnic game “three-legged race,” but 
it also functions as quality conversation starter! 
Colleges these days are looking for candidates 
who offer something different. What’s more 
different than an extra leg? You do have your 
child’s future to look after, and doing the 
right thing has never been so easy. 

 
Call Now!

Survey Says Exeter Students Have 
Small Decks

Babies By Pete
Designer Babies of the Future

By Hemang Kaul

By Pearson Goodman

Phillips Academy 
To Change Name

Apparently Now Gillette is now “The Best a 
School Can Get”

By Pearson Goodman and Hemang Kaul
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Sports See you at
preseason!

Students adorned in blue cheer on their peers at Andover Football’s game against archrival Exeter. 
J.QU/THE PHILLIPIAN

TOP: J.QU; BOTTOM: S.MORELAND/THE PHILLIPIAN TOP: E.AVVAKUMOVA; BOTTOM: L.XUAN/THE PHILLIPIAN

FALL SPORTS
F2-F4

SPRING SPORTS
F8-F11

WINTER SPORTS
F5-F7

Athletes of the 
Year

F12

Hailey Novis ’13
(Cross Country, Swimming 

and Lacrosse)

Larken Kemp ’13
(Football, Hockey 

and Lacrosse)

Coaches of the 
Year

F13

Coach Clyfe 
Beckwith

(Girls Volleyball)

Coach Bill Blood
(Track)

Coach Peter Drench
(Softball)

Thanks for a 

Great Year,

Andover!

-PHILLIPIAN

Sports

TOP& BOTTOM: S.DIEKEMA/THE PHILLIPIAN 

Lucia McGloin ’13 spikes the ball. 

Angela Batuure ’13 
dribbles around 
her opponent.

Members of 
the Boys Va-
risty Hockey 
team celebrate 
their win over 
Exeter. 

Misha Hooda ’14 returns a shot on the wall.

Malachi Price ’13 lines up to serve.

Victoria Bergeron ’16 takes a swing at the ball.



BOYSSOCCER

The Girls Cross Coun-
try team was very proud 
of their successful season, 

finishing with a 3-2 re-
cord and placing third at 
Interschols.

Along the way Andover 
had some impressive wins 
against St. Paul’s, Choate 
and rival Exeter.

 Both Girls JV and Var-
sity were able to pull away 
with a win on November 
3rd in their race against 
Exeter. Despite unfavor-
able course conditions, 24 
of Andover’s runners ran 
their season best. 

Anoush Shehadeh ’15 
dominated her race, set-
ting a new course record 
of 17:34. Andover’s second 
through seventh runners 
all finished within a min-
ute of each other, leading 
them to a 44-19 win.

 Loomis Chaffee host-
ed Interschols this year 
in Windsor, Connecticut, 
where Andover had a very 
strong showing, finish-
ing in third place behind 
Deerfield and Choate.

 Shehadeh once again 
finished in first, and was-
the only Andover runner 
to finish in the top 20.

 The next finisher for 
Andover was Peyton Mc-
Govern ’16 who finished in 
an astonishing 23rd place, 
only a minute and 43 sec-
onds behind Anoush.

 McGovern said, “Our 
team became a family by 
the end of the season; it 
was an experience I will 
never forget.” 

“The upperclassmen on 
the team were welcoming 
and were able to set a great 
atmosphere and were able 
to maintain great chemis-
try throughout the season, 
which allowed the team 
to come together and suc-
ceed,” added McGovern.

 The Seniors, includ-
ing Captain Hailey Novis 
’13, Rachel Wittenberg 
’13, Katherine Lee ’13, Mj 
Engel ’13, Virginia Fu ’13 
and Erin Wong ’13 were 
all leaders both on and off 
the course.

 Peyton McGovern said, 
“Being a freshman on the 
cross country was amaz-
ing; all the Lowers, Up-
pers and Seniors taught 
me so much not only about 
running but also about life 
at PA in general.”

 Novis was praised by 

all runners and was com-
mended for her leader-
ship skills.

 Qiqi Ren ’15, who swims 
and runs with Hailey said, 
“Hailey was an amazing 
captain. . . she is also one 
of the toughest and most 
hard-working people I 
know. Even though she 
was recovering from sur-
gery, she still ran with us 
and did all of our work-
outs. She’s just an amaz-
ing athlete and she’s really 
good at every single sport 
there is.”

“Hailey is one of the 
most amazing and admi-
rable athletes and human 
beings that I have ever 
met. She inspired so many 
of us to push ourselves 
and to focus during prac-
tice every day,” said next 
year’s Captain Graydon 
Tope ’14.

 Tope continued, “She 
was my role model during 
this season and still is. She 
has taught me so much 
about how to be a lead-
er...Most importantly, she 
taught me to put negative 
things behind you and to 
enjoy the moments you 
have with the team.”

 “I know Graydon will 
do a phenomenal job and 
keep the positivity going,” 
said Novis. 

 As to what we should 
expect for next season, 
everyone has a positive 
outlook coming off a re-
warding season finishing 
third at Interschols.

 Tope said, “Each season 
is different, different peo-
ple, different attitudes, 
different strengths. I do 
not know what next sea-
son holds but I hope that 
we have a wonderful sea-
son that is healthy, fun, 
and focused.”

 Graydon’s goal for the 
team next year is to finish 
first at Interschols and to 
become an even stronger 
and more cohesive team.

Andover Boys Soccer en-
dured an up-and-down sea-
son this year, beginning with 
a nine-game win streak, fol-
lowed by a rough stretch 
that ultimately left the team 
with an 11-5-3 record, which 
included a NEPSAC (New 
England Prep School Ath-
letic Council) Tournament 
Quarter Final loss.

“I thought we started 
the season well,” said Head 
Coach Bill Scott. “In the 
middle we had some bad 
games, and it’s hard to as-
sess what happened; we lost 
our way.”

“We had more talent but 
[the other teams] had more 
heart,” added Scott.

This year’s team is grad-
uating only nine Seniors, 
four of whom were starters, 
making it about the young-
est Scott has ever coached.

Two underclassmen held 
starting positions while the 
early subs off the bench 
were typically two more 

underclassmen. Because of 
this, many of the Andover 
players were competing 
with kids who were two or 
three years older than them.

“Our youth caught up 
with us,” said Coach Scott.

Nonetheless, the Seniors 
and Uppers held the team 
together, most notably Cap-
tain Jack McGeachie ’13 and 
Assistant Captain Taylor 
Chin ’14.

“As captains, Taylor and 
I tried to lead on and off 
the field. Along with Coach 
Scott and the other leaders 
on the team, we tried to set a 
good example for the rest of 
the team,” said McGeachie.

“Jack was our best player; 
he won the Smoyer Award 
for a reason,” said Scott.

Scott also added, “Taylor 
and Graeme [Henderson 
’14] had great, great Upper 
years, and we have got to 
improve on that.”

Towards the end of Ando-
ver’s season, the team began 
to regain its form and fin-
ished strong.

“We always worked to-

gether, which allowed us 
to beat teams that probably 
had more talent and athleti-
cism than us,” said Tyler Ol-
kowski ’13.

The highlight of the sea-
son by far was the team’s 1-0 
trumping of a very strong 
Exeter team at home on 
Smoyer. 

An upper 90 goal from 
Dylan Mott ’15 assisted by 
Chin surged Andover for-
ward in the early stages of 
the game and the whole 
team worked relentlessly to 
shut out Exeter. Andover let 
up only one legitimate scor-
ing chance in the course of 
90 minutes.

“Coming into the game 
we knew we had to win in 
order to make the playoffs, 
it was our championship 
of sorts,” said Mott. Before 
its game against Exeter, all 
signs pointed to Andover 
not qualifying for the NEP-
SAC Tournament.

With the victory, though, 
Andover managed to ad-
vanced to the NEPSAC 
Tournament where it suf-

fered a tough 1-0 loss to 
Worcester. The team how-
ever, showed improvement 
after losing to Worcester 
2-0 earlier in the regular 
season.

“We showed well, again 
a really young team playing 
against a much older team, 
we finished on a strong note 
and this will carry team for-
ward,” said Scott.

As the team bids goodbye 
to Jack McGeachie ’13, Ga-
briel Freund ’13, Jack Kat-
kavich ’13, James McLeod 
’13, Zach Merchant ’13, Tyler 
Olkowski ’13, Conor Soules 
’13 and Will Kim ’13. The re-
turners will look to fill those 
gaps.

“I absolutely hope that 
their passion and love for 
the game will stay with 
them in the future,” said 
Coach Scott.

Next year Chin will re-
turn as a Co-Captain, joined 
by Henderson. Under their 
guidance the team has high 
hopes for the season. De-
spite its youth, the team has 
no shortage of talent.

Four Starting Seniors Lead 
Andover in Nine Game Win Streak

By Andrew Zheng
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

GIRLSXC

Shehadeh Paves Way for 
3rd Place Finish At Interschols

By Payton Jancsy
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Captain Jack McGeachie ’13 possessed the ball.
W.REID/THE PHILLIPIAN

Post Graduate James McLeod ’13 was a menace on offense.
S.MORELAND/THE PHILLIPIAN

With a talented and men-
tally strong team, Ando-
ver Girls Volleyball served 
up a perfect 14-0 regular 
season, including nine un-
contested 3-0 victories. 
Despite coming up short 
of defending its title with a 
close 2-3 loss to Choate in 
the semifinals of the New 
England Championships, 
the season stands as one of 
the most successful yet.

“I’m so proud of that 
team, and so honored to 
have been a part of it,” 
said Captain Alexi Bell ’13.  
“Without a doubt, being a 
part of the volleyball team 
was one of the highlights of 
my Andover career.”

A key factor to the team’s 
strength proved to be its 
ability to work cohesively 
under extreme pressure 
and pull itself out of sticky 
situations.

“In the case of the 2012 
season, teammates were 
good at reading each other 
and adjusting to new situ-
ations,” said Head Coach 
Clyfe Beckwith. “We had 
tremendous depth which 
made for good results on 
the court.”

Against St. Paul’s and 
NMH early in the season, 
Andover lost momentum 
in the second sets of both 
games. However, the team 
played to its full potential 
on both occasions with re-
vived energy, killer serves 
and mental toughness 
to secure the win, a pro-

cess it ended up repeating 
throughout the rest of the 
season.

“While our season was 
very successful, my favor-
ite part of PAVB has to be 
my teammates and coach-
es,” said Kayla Maloney ’13. 
“Everyone always worked 
hard at practice, and our 
coaches always pushed us 
to be our best.”

Maloney, one of six Se-
niors on the team, held 
the team’s receive game 
together as starting libero, 
most clearly seen in her 
impressive 73 of 78 re-
ceives against NMH. Un-
der the leadership of such 
strong Senior players, in-
cluding Lucia McGloin ’13, 
whose killer aces led the 
team to victory on several 
occasions, and Olivia Bren 
’13 orchestrating offense 
as starting setter, the team 
shared a closeness that en-
abled them to communi-
cate and cooperate excep-
tionally well on the court.

“I had never played vol-
leyball before I came to 
Andover,” said Abby Chung 
’13. “I had such a great time 
and learned a ton about 
volleyball in just a few 
months. This was an awe-
some group of girls, and 
I’m sad that I only got to 
spend one season with all 
of them!”

“Honestly, the volleyball 
team was like a family to 
me,” said Amanda Simard 
’13. “Our togetherness as a 
team pushed everyone to 
work harder for each oth-

er.”
“Being able to spend ev-

ery day playing a sport I 
love with people I love was 
so rewarding,” she added.

Aside from the out-
standing team chemistry, 
the team benefited great-
ly from positive coaching 
from Coach Beckwith.

“We could not have 
been successful without 
our coaches...because they 
always motivated and in-
spired us to succeed even 
on our worst days,” said 
Bell.

“I hope any Senior, as 
any member of a team, 
walks away with satisfac-
tion of having competed to 
the best of our ability and 
having had fun doing that,” 
said Coach Beckwith. “I 
would like to believe that 
the experience teaches 
them to observe their sur-
roundings, how to adjust 
the game plan, to value 
practice and cooperation.”

“I suspect that playing 
a highly competitive sport 
teaches more about life 
than any one of [my] phys-
ics classes. My hope is that 
everyone takes away good 
memories and confidence 
tackling life,” he added.

Overall, Andover Girls 
Volleyball enjoyed a suc-
cessful season in all aspects 
and has confidence and 
high hopes for next year. 

“Saying goodbye is not 
easy, but the team has so 
much talent and drive that 
I know they’ll succeed next 
year,” said Bell.

GIRLSVOLLEYBALL

Undefeated Regular 
Season Ends in Semifinal Loss

By Jamie Chen
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Captain Alexi Bell ’13 rises over the net for a spike.
J.QU/THE PHILLIPIAN

Lucia McGloin ’13 spikes the ball past two Exeter blockers.
J.QU/THE PHILLIPIAN
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Fall Sports in Review



After two seasons and 
a 13 game losing streak, 
Andover Football broke 
the trend this season, de-
feating Northfield Mount 
Hermon, 49-26. The last 
game Andover won before 
the losing streak was ex-

actly two years to the date, 
and was also away against 
NMH.

“Before the game got 
started, [Head] Coach 
[Leon] Modeste grabbed 
us as we made our way 
up to the field and said, 
‘Those guys are going to 
kick your [butts] if you 
don’t show some them 
how bad you want this! 
Go out there with some 
energy boys!’” said Robert 
Rush ’14.

Andover drew on 
Modeste’s inspirational 
words, passing, running 
and tackling to seal the 
much-needed victory. 

A couple of weeks lat-
er, these same words pro-
pelled Andover to a whop-
ping 31-0 victory against 
talented Worcester Acad-
emy. 

“[The] Worcester game 
showed us how far we’ve 
come as a football team. 
Not a single person ex-
pected us to come home 
winners that day—but we 
did,” said Rush.

On the whole, Captain 
Jack Ward ’13 set the tone 
for Andover’s style of ag-
gressive play, leading the 
team in 69 total tackles 
and averaging nearly ten 
tackles per game. 

“Jack has been an unbe-
lievable Captain and lead-
er for all of the four years 
he has been here.  He has 
put our program back on 
the path towards victory, 
leading by example and 
ensuring that there is a 
commitment to excellence 
in our locker room. Any 
and all future successes 
that this program experi-
ences should be accred-
ited to his hard work and 
leadership,” said Max Car-
illo-Ostrow ’13.

Joey Verhaegh ’13 was 
a steady threat at quar-
terback, using his arm 
strength and agility to 
pass for over a 1000 yards 
and rush for nearly 250 
yards on 57 attempts.

On one memorable 
play, Verhaegh hit Larken 
Kemp ’13 in stride, com-
pleting a season-long 69-
yard pass that resulted in 
a touchdown.

“Coming in as post-grad-

uate, Joey had to adapt to 
a different style of offense 
and environment. It’s not 
easy to come into a new 
situation, and to play at a 
high level like he did, is a 
testament to his uncan-
ny ability. He gave us a 
chance to win, called great 
games, and put up good 
numbers,” said Modeste.

Another phenome-
nal source of production 
for Andover was Larken 
Kemp ’13, who finished 
the season first in receiv-
ing yards (563), receptions 
(26), and touchdowns 
(7). Kemp, a tri-Varsity 
athlete, returned to the 
football field this season 
after previous stints with 
the Junior Varsity foot-
ball program earlier in his 
Lower year. 

Kemp was an immedi-
ate success on the football 
field.

When asked to describe 
Kemp, Modeste was at a 
loss for words, “The kid 
[Kemp] is a phenomenal 
athlete and great person 
to be around. We could 
use a lot more athletes like 
him.”

As the team wishes 
goodbye to its Seniors, it 
will also look forward to 
the beginning of a new 
Era. Andover remains 
hopeful of a return to 2007 
form, when the team went 
7-1 and was atop NEPSAC 
Division I rankings. 

“I think that this team 
and program is looking up, 
and that there is a bright 
future coming very soon. I 
look forward to watching 
my friends and brothers 
storming the field in the 
near future, with that elu-
sive Exeter victory finally 
in hand,” said Carillo-Os-
trow.

With newly-appointed 
Co-Captains Tyler Mar-
shall ’14 and John Cifri-
no ’14, returning veteran 
players, and strong cama-
raderie, Andover Football 
could capture the NEP-
SAC Division I Champi-
onship, and defeat rival 
Exeter for the first time in 
six years. 

As Carillo-Ostrow said, 
“It has truly been too 
long.”

FOOTBALL

Andover Records Two Wins 
Over NMH and Worcester

By Kailash Sundaram
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Michael DeLaus ’14 carried the football upfield.
S.MORELAND/THE PHILLIPIAN

Despite a 1-4 regular 
season dual-meet re-
cord, Andover Boys Cross 
Country surprised many 
at the Interscholastic 
Tournament, placing in 
fourth amongst 14 teams. 
The high finish capped off 
a memorable season for 
the boys on the team.

Co-Captains Patrick 
Naughter ’13 and Connor 

Fraser ’13 led the team 
along with several other 
Seniors.-

“With 50+ guys on the 
roster, even two Captains 
sometimes isn’t enough to 
lead all the guys, so having 
these great Seniors on the 
team really helped,” said 
Naughter.

Fernando Ramos ’13, 
Kevin Fung ’13, Nickhil 
Nabar ’13, Jason Teng ’13 
and JD Schink ’13 were 
the other leading Senior 

runners, in addition to the 
two captains.

The team lost its first 
three meets of the season 
against Choate, St. Pauls 
and Northfield Mount 
Hermon before securing 
its first victory against 
Deerfield in the only home 
meet of the season.

“Ian Whittall ’14 took it 
off the [Great] Lawn just 
a couple of seconds shy 
of course-record pace and 
effectively drew Deer-
field’s talented top three 
apart,” said Coach Jeffrey 
Domina. “He maintained 
his position throughout 
the race until the very end, 
when the excellent Robert 
Beit ’13 of Deerfield made 
his move. Whittall, how-
ever, dug deep and found 
what he needed to out-
kick Beit by three seconds 
in the final stretch and to 
win the race in a brilliant 
16:23.”

Whittall was voted as 
the team’s most valuable 
runner at the conclusion 
of the season. He was the 
top Andover runner in 
each regular season meet 
and at Interschols. Whit-
tall, along with Fung and 
Ethan McIntosh ’15, was 
awarded All-New England 
Honors after placing in 
the top 20 at Interschols.

This year was somewhat 
of a transitional year for 
Boys Cross Country; a lot 
of the focus was placed 
on developing underclass-
men. Both Captains and 
the Varsity Seniors men-
tored many of the Juniors 

and Lowers on the team.
“Coming into the sea-

son, we knew we didn’t 
have the strongest team 
out there, but we didn’t 
underestimate our poten-
tial,” said Naughter.

“The majority of the Var-
sity runners were young-
er,” continued Naughter, 
“which is great for the up-
coming seasons.”

Next year, Scott Dieke-
ma ’14, who was a strong 
runner for Varsity the en-
tire season, will become 
captain of the team. His 
outlook for next year is 
optimistic and bright.

“With so many return-
ing runners, we have a 
very promising season 
ahead,” said Diekema.

“Coming off of a fourth 
place finish at Interschols 
this past fall, all of us are 
motivated to lead the team 
to a successful season 
next fall with our eyes on 
a first place finish at the 
league championships. 
Exeter has won the cham-
pionships for the past two 
years after our first place 
win three years ago. Ex-
eter will have a very strong 
team of returning runners 
next year, but we plan to 
face them head on,” he 
continued.

The group of Seniors 
this year is relatively 
small, so the team will 
bring back most of its run-
ners next fall and looks to 
utilize this experience to 
improve upon its regular 
season record form last 
season.

Whitall, McIntosh and Fung 
Awarded All-New England Honors

By Pranav Tadikonda
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Andover Girls Soccer 
battled through many close 
games and multiple injuries 
en route to a 7-6-5 season.

On the offensive side of 
the ball, Andover had trou-
ble putting the ball into the 
back of the net, but the team 
still managed to find itself 
in close games throughout 
course of the season. 

Hannah Guzzi ’14 led the 
offensive charge by leading 
the team in goals and was 
backed by a strong group of 
offensive threats.

Holding down the fort 
on defense, Nekele McCall 
’14, a force in the middle of 
the field by setting up her 
teammates, also provided 
some much needed offense 
throughout the season.

Co-Captain Piper Curtis 
’13 and Anjali Krishnam-
achar ’13 led Andover’s de-
fense along with help from 
Kinsey Yost ’15 and Diana 
Tchadi ’14.

With a strong defense 
in front of her, goaltender 
Co-Captain Emily Hoyt ’13 
was the backbone of the 

team, keeping Andover in 
every game. Throughout 
the course of the season, 
Hoyt tallied three shutouts 
and came up with saves 
when the team needed 
them most.

Andover struggled 
through the ups and downs 
of its season, but never gave 
up and played hard until the 
end.

“We never gave up hope, 
and our determination 
and drive mixed with our 
competitiveness created 
the most close knit team I 
have ever had the honor of 
being on,” said Hoyt. “I am 
so proud to call everyone of 
those girls my sister and my 
best friend.”

Although Andover’s re-
cord may not be reflective 
of the strong year the team 
had, it took many positives 
out of the season.

“The most important 
thing to take away from 
this season wasn’t the re-
cord of wins and losses, but 
the incredible hours spent 
learning, getting better and 
working our hardest side by 
side down on Graves Field,” 
said Hoyt. “I wouldn’t have 

changed one thing that hap-
pened because everything 
we endured together made 
us stronger people and 
stronger teammates.”

As always, the team’s ca-
maraderie held everyone 
together throughout the 
season and allowed for the 
girls to be proud of the ef-
fort put in during the sea-
son.

“Even though the over-
all results of the season 
weren’t quite what we had 
hoped, our team’s camara-
derie and spirit carried on 
through until our very last 
game,” said Curtis. “The ca-
maraderie of the team was, 
as always, one of the best, 
if not the best, things about 
being on GVS and some-
thing that I will surely miss 
next year. We were a family 
on and off the field.”

Andover knows it has the 
capability of bouncing back 
next fall because of a strong 
core group of returning tal-
ent and the determination 
to improve upon this past 
season.

“Five of the to-be Seniors 
[next year] have played 
since freshman year, so they 

will lead the team with lots 
of experience” said Curtis.

Although Andover is los-
ing both of its goalkeeper’s 
along with ten Seniors, next 
year is looking up as the 
team’s returning players 
cover all aspects of the field.

Co-Captains Guzzi and 
Tchadi will lead Andover 
next year, and they will be 
backed by many key Seniors 
and Uppers who look to 
avenge this year’s perfor-
mance and hopefully have a 
shot at a New England Title.

GIRLSSOCCER

Injuries Plague Season, 
Curtis Holds Down the Fort on Defense

By Patrick Daly
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Nekele McCall ’14 was versatile this year for Andover on defense and on offense.
R.REMMEL/THE  PHILLIPIAN

Connor Fraser ’13 led Boys XC with Patrick Naughter ’13.
S.DIEKEMA/THE PHILLIPIAN
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Andover Boys Waterpo-
lo finished its 2012 season 
with a 4-10 record, with 
major wins against Hotch-
kiss and St. John’s Prep. 

In the second to last 
game of the season, 
Co-Captain Henry Ken-
nelly ’13 set the tone for 
the game against Deerfield 
with the first goal of the 
match. Co-Captain Travis 
Bouscaren ’14 followed 
with six goals of his own, 
but Andover’s efforts fell 
just short and the team 
suffered a 10-7 loss.

“As the [Deerfield] game 
picked up, we rose to the 
occasion, but we needed to 
come out strong in the be-
ginning,” said Bouscaren.

“Travis had the most 
goals, but it was an over-
all team effort,” said Chris 
Li ’15. “We got the ball to 
different places on the of-
fense, and it was one of the 

best games we played all 
season.”

Andover fell in its last 
game of the season, losing 
a heartbreaking game to 
arch-rival Exeter 13-8.

“Communication is 
something the team has 
been trying to work on all 
year,” said Li. “We need to 
know where everyone is 
during the game. That be-
ing said, this was our most 
improved game. We knew 
what to do, and under-
stood the situation.”

In its game against Ex-
eter, Andover failed to 
learn from its mistakes 
from the Deerfield game 
and was overwhelmed by 
Exeter’s consistency and 
offensive strength.

The team is graduating 
two Seniors, Co-Captain 
Kennelly and Andries Fed-
er ’13. Andover is hoping 
that this upcoming season 
will give the young team 
the experience needed to 
function more efficiently 

in the water and improve 
upon last year’s record.

“Luckily, we only had 
two graduating Seniors,” 
said Andrew Yang ’14. 
“[Henry] Kennelly was a 
great captain, he definite-
ly made me want to try my 
best every practice and ev-
ery game, and Andries was 
a great leader on the team.”

 “In some ways we 
worked on the things we 
needed to improve on [this 
year], and we fell back on 
other things,” said Li. “Our 
communication wasn’t the 
strongest, and we were 
stagnant with the ball.”

After having a whole 
year to bond, Andover 
hopes that the team will 
be unified more for the 
2013 season. The fall looks 
promising as top forward 
Bouscaren will be return-
ing as a Senior. Bouscaren 
scored most of Andover’s 
goals this season, includ-
ing six in the Deerfield 
game.

“I was impressed that 
our young and inexperi-
enced team made the ad-
justments and stayed in 
most of their games,” said 
Coach David Fox.

Next year’s Captains will 
be returning Co-Captain 
Bouscaren, and Andrew 
Yang. The new captains 
hope to improve upon An-
dover’s four wins last sea-
son.

“It was really nice to see 
the offense come together 
late in the season, but we 
need to come out stron-
ger,” said Yang. “Some-
times during the first quar-
ter we’re too relaxed, so 
we need to start the game 
stronger, as well as the 
next season.”

After a disappointing 
end to the 2012 season, 
a young Boys Water Polo 
team hopes to use this re-
building year to come to-
gether as a team and pre-
pare for a huge push in the 
fall.

BOYSWATERPOLO

Kennelly and Feder Captain 
Young Team, Can’t Get into Rhythm

By Eden Livingston
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Andover finished an ex-
tremely competitive season 
with a 2-1 loss to Hotchkiss 
in the playoffs. 

In its last game of the 
regular season, Andover 
tied Exeter 2-2, which giv-
ing Andover an eighth in 
the league ranking and ad-
vanced Andover into the 
playoffs.

Despite Andover’s slow 
start, the team managed to 
end the season with a 7-5-4 
record. Andover tied its first 
game of the season against 
Lawrence Academy 2-2, but 
it lost the next two games to 
Loomis Chaffee School 2-4 
and Brooks School 0-3.

Andover beat Tabor 5-1 
in its fourth game of the 
season, but then lost its mo-
mentum once again against 
Governor’s Academy with 
1-2 loss. The team showed 
improvement through the 
rest of the regular season 
and only suffered one loss 
against Milton Academy 
0-2 until it were defeated by 
Hotchkiss in the playoffs.

Highlights of Andover’s 
season included their game 
against St. Paul’s, when it 
defeated their opponent 
4-1. Other winning games 
included Middlesex 4-2, 
and Northfield Mount Her-
man 3-1. Andover continued 
its dominant performance 
through the end of October 
with a tie against Deerfield 
Academy 2-2, a win against 
Noble & Greenough 2-1, and 
a win against Cushing 2-1.

The team’s performance 
at Andover/Exeter fea-
tured both strong offence 
and defense, but the teams 
were equally matched and 
the overtime game ended 
in a tie. Andover persevered 

through player injuries 
and maintained its energy 
to perform well in front of 
the large crowd of fans; the 
resulting tie qualifying the 
team for the playoffs.

Andover is fortunate to 
have ten Lowers on the 
team, so next year the ma-
jority of the players will be 
returners. Out of the many 
notable Lower players, the 
incredible trio of Katerina 
Toffoloni ’15, Evagelia Tof-
foloni ’15 and Nikoletta Tof-
foloni ’15 will all be return-
ing next fall to dominate the 
field once again for their 
third year in a row.

Andover has two gradu-
ating Seniors: Captain Cara 
Daly ’13 and Kristin Mendez 
’13.

Lila Dolan ’15 said, “I’m 
really going to miss the se-
niors because they were 
both such strong Seniors on 
and off the field. They took 
risks, and they helped ev-
eryone to improve. They re-
ally epitomized the phrase 
‘I put the team on my back’ 
which is especially impres-
sive because there were 
only two of them.”

Coach Dolan said of next 
year’s season, “It will be dif-
ferent, new kids come every 
year. We will have to adjust 
based on who leaves and 
who comes in. We will be 
more experienced next year 
as we were a very young 
team this year. Its not so 
much a matter of talent, but 
it is how well the team gets 
along.”

The Andover players and 
Coaches are excited for 
next season. The team has 
strong chances of placing 
even higher than they did 
this past year and Andover 
has the potential to possibly 
take the title of New En-
gland Champion.

GIRLSFIELDHOCKEY

2-2 Tie With Exeter 
Earns Playoff Bid

By Isabel Taylor
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Captain Henry Kennelly ’13 looks to get rid of the ball against Deerfield.
S.MORELAND/THE  PHILLIPIAN
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1: Dylan Mott ’15 (By Zoe Gallagher)

2: Eliza Quigley ’15 (By Stephen Moreland)

3: Jordan Swett ’15 (By Scott Diekema)

4: Lucia McGloin ’13 (By Zoe Gallagher)

5: Joe Verhaegh ’13 (By Stephen Moreland)

6: Jess Vocaturo ’13 (By Rem Remmel)
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Chris Li ’15 and his butterfly stroke helped Andover to an undefeated regular season.
A.WESTFALL/THE  PHILLIPIAN

Andover Boys’ Hockey fin-
ished the season on a high 
note, winning its last four 
games of the season and de-
feating Exeter in the continu-
ation of a 150-year rivalry. 

The team’s record was 11-
12-2. “From a wins and losses 
perspective, it was definitely 
a little bit of a disappointing 
season for us, as I think many 
of us felt we could have been 
one of the best teams in prep 
school. It was definitely nice 
to see what we were capable 
of finishing the season 5 and 
1 in dominating fashion,” said 
Captain Eddie Ellis ’13.

 After losing eight games in 
a one month stretch, Andover 
Hockey’s turning point came 
against Noble and Greenough, 
when the team rallied offen-
sively to score six goals and 
win the game.

“As the season moved along 
we started to fix some of the 
problems that plagued us 
mid-year—namely all of those 
1 goal losses. Our offense be-
came more consistent and we 
finally started to get pucks to 
the net and began to score.  
Our team defense improved 
and we were able to keep op-
ponent’s shots to the outside,” 
said Head Coach Dean Boylan 
Jr.

Patrick Daly ’15 said, “Our 
push at the end of the year 
proved that we were a force 
to be reckoned with when we 
played at our potential. As it 
all came together at the end, 
we proved we were the team 
we knew we were all year.” 

Led by Ellis, Andover’s se-
nior leadership formed the 
backbone of the team, guid-
ing it through both ups and 
downs with poise and excel-
lency. 

“Our Captain Eddie Ellis 
not only stepped up on the ice, 
mucking it up in the corners, 
but he was a huge part of team 
camaraderie and provided a 
great source of leadership,” 
said Daly.

 On the offensive side, 
Michael Lata ’14 guided 
Andover’s offense to a four-
teen-goal spree over the final 
four-game stretch. 

Assistant Captains Connor 
Light ’13 and Seamus O’Neill 
’13 played crucial roles, de-
livering big hits and blocking 
shots to set up goals for An-
dover. 

Larken Kemp ’13 was also 
a huge asset to the team, 
making the difficult transi-
tion from forward to defense 
when the team needed it to-
wards the end of the season.

 Ross Bendetson ’13 held 
down the fort as one of the 
three goalies, making key 
saves and putting together a 
shutout against Brooks. 

Bendetson was also a 
source of excitement and en-
ergy throughout the season, 
rekindling the team’s spirit 
after the particularly difficult 
eight-game losing streak.

While the team will lose 
important seniors this year, 
the team’s younger players are 
ready to take leadership roles.

“The team will be great 
next year. A lot of the young 
guns stepped up this year and 
gained a lot of experience. 
They’ll have that experience 
under their belts next year 
and will be able to demon-
strate strong leadership. 
Hopefully they can make the 
playoff run we were looking 
for this year,” said O’Neill.

With the changing of the 
Guard and a multitude of 
fresh faces, Andover Hockey 
will look to capture the covet-
ed NEPSAC title next winter.

BOYSHOCKEY

Senior-Heavy Team 
Leaves It All on the Ice

By Kailash Sundaram
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Andover Boys Swimming’s 
101st season marked the start 
of a new, more inclusive era 
for Andover Swimming. 

After powering through its 
fourth consecutive undefeat-
ed dual-meet season, Andover 
Boys Swimming expanded its 
pool of competition by taking 
on the prestigious Eastern 
Championships for the first 
time in 40 years.

“This season definitely 
marked one of the hardest 
seasons training-wise for our 
team,” said Captain Joe Faller 
’14.  “But it was impressive to 
see every single guy step up 
their game to meet the chal-
lenge, and it definitely showed 
when championships rolled 
around.”

The team ended its suc-
cessful season, including a 
new school record and five 
All-American titles, on a 
high note with an impressive 
fourth place win of 44 highly 
competitive teams. 

The decision to forgo its 
defense of a  fourth consecu-
tive New England Champion-
ships title in favor of Easterns 
not only enabled the team to 
compete on a whole new level 
against internationally recog-
nized swimming schools, such 
as Peddie and Germantown, 
but also gave every member of 
the team a chance to compete.

“Without a doubt, we ac-
complished that goal…going 
to Easterns for the first time 
in a long time and making 
a statement about Andover 
swimming,” said Justin Wang 
’13.

A key component to the 
success of the team lies in the 
bond every member of the 
team shares, strengthened 
by long hours in the pool and 
unique traditions.

“I will look back on my last 
season with the swim team 

fondly,” Wang said. “ In my 
three years at Andover and 
three years on the team, I can-
not think of any other group of 
18 guys that are closer.”

“When I came in as a new 
lower, the guys on the swim 
team were an immediate 
source of friendship and ad-
vice that I could always turn 
to,” he continued. “Some of 
my best memories come from 
hanging out in the rooms of 
upperclassmen teammates…I 
remember the mix of fear 
and excitement as I let Alex 
Smachlo [’11] bleach my hair 
for the first time.”

“Admittedly, it made me 
and all the underclassmen 
look extremely foolish, but it 
also made us a stronger unit 
on the team,” he added.

With only three Seniors on 
the team this year, each one 
contributed greatly and up-
held a major role in leading 

the team through the changes 
of the season.

“Andrew [Xuan ’13] was 
the big voice of the team, and 
Connor [Fraser ’13] and Jus-
tin were more of the voices 
of reason,” said Chris Li ’15. 
“They really came together 
and showed their leadership 
throughout the season in 
practice and at meets, setting 
examples for everyone else on 
the team, returning or new.”

“We wish them the best and 
know that they will bring their 
leadership wherever they go,” 
Li continued.

Fraser led by example, 
shocking every member on 
the team with an unprece-
dented 37th to 18th jump in 
the 200 Freestyle qualifying 
preliminaries at Easterns and 
earning the chance to com-
pete in the finals when only 
the year before he had been 
unable to swim at New En-

glands.
“I can honestly say that 

swimming has been a large 
part of what I love about An-
dover,” said Fraser. “It’s taught 
me to work hard towards your 
goals, to rely on the other guys 
in the water training with you 
and to enjoy the fruits of your 
labor—your personal and your 
team’s successes.”

“My teammates and my 
time swimming for the Big 
Blue have meant the world to 
me,” he added.

Andover’s outstanding per-
formance this season, espe-
cially at Easterns, will act as an 
example and propel the team 
forward in the future. 

“I will be closely following 
the future of the team and 
have no doubt that Joe [Faller]  
and Tim [Wynter ’14] will lead 
them to even greater achieve-
ments in 2014,” said Wang.

Andover Takes on New Championship,
Boys Place Fourth out of 44

By Jamie Chen
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Andover Boys Squash end-
ed the season on a positive 
note after having a winning 
record and advancing to divi-
sion A in Interschols.

This year the team will 
graduate four Seniors: Alex 
Demeulenaere ’13, Alec Buck 
’13, Malachi Price ’13 and 
Cam Morose ’13. 

They were key leaders on 
the team and helped achieve 
wins from both the top and 
bottom of the ladder. 

Andover improved  its 
overall record from 6-10 to 
10-7.

“Of course, I’m sad that this 
was my last season playing 
for Andover, but I take solace 
in the fact that I, and the rest 
of the Seniors on the team, 
were able to make a positive 
impact on the program and 

leave with a winning record 
and high expectations for the 
future.” said Demeulenaere. 

Andover had an impres-
sive schedule facing top 
teams in the country, and 
held their own. 

The team beat many teams 
they lost to last year, and end-
ed the regular season with an 
outstanding 4-3 win against 
Exeter. 

“The team this year was 
amazing. We were all com-
mitted and pushed ourselves 
each and every practice. The 
coaches also helped us im-
prove our fitness and our 
respective squash games. 
By the end of the season we 
were all playing our best 
squash.” said Morose.

 These four Seniors carved 
the path for better seasons 
in the future, and returning 
players have much poten-
tial to continue this upward 

trend.
“For next year, we will 

need to see improvement in 
the play of our returners [Mi-
chael Huang ’15, Justin Cur-
tis ’15, Kun Woo Kim ’14, Jake 
Rauh ’14 and James Heaney 
’14], support from the JVI, 
and some new blood with 
the help of our admissions 
office.” said Coach Hodgson. 

Demeulenaere was one of 
the best players coach Hodg-
son has ever worked with, 
and it will be quite a loss to 
the team as he graduates. 

“This squash season was 
by far my most memorable 
yet. We had a solid group, 
and we showed the rest of 
the teams in New England 
that we are a force to be reck-
oned with.”  said Demeulen-
aere. 

Both the coach and return-
ing players have high expec-
tations for next season.

BOYSSQUASH

Four Seniors Set Example 
For Young Players

By Savannah Mastrangelo
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Lauren Conte ’14 swims the backstroke.
L.XUAN/THE PHILLIPIAN

Andover Swimming faced 
an incredibly competitive 
season this year, but it per-
servered and finished with a 
surprising fourth place finish 
at Easterns after an undefeat-
ed season including victories 
against six different schools.

“The team has improved 
tremendously both in indi-
vidual events and relays,” said 
Captain Lucy Frey ’13. “We 
put in hard work since day one 
and it all paid off. The team 
has a strong core of swim-
mers for net year, although we 
are graduating eight Seniors, 
there is a lot of depth to our 
team that is spread through-
out the grades.”

Andover started the sea-
son with an auspicious win 
against Choate 100-84 in 
early January, and the team 
built on momentum from the 
first meet.  The team defeated 
Loomis 107-71, NMH 106-56 
and Deerfield 91-87.

Swimming avoided falling 
into a mid-season slump and 
instead continued the win 
streak with a victory against 
Hopkins, one of the stron-
gest swimming schools in the 
league, 105-80.

Danielle Liu ’14 helped 
motivate the team each meet 
with her multiple record 

breaking performances this 
season. 

Against Hopkins, she post-
ed a time of 5:01.34 in the 500 
Free, destroying Andover’s 
oldest standing record, a 33 
year old pool record set by 
Caskey of Peddie, by nearly 
two seconds.

In the last meet of the sea-
son, Andover dominated 
Exeter and won with a final 
score of 100-86. Andover was 
able to continue to improve 
its skills late in the season, 
setting 15 season bests against 
Exeter and three new Ando-
ver/Exeter records.

Liu shone once again 
against Exeter by shattering 
the 200 IM record with a time 
of 2.07.20 and the 500 Free re-
cord with a time of 4:59.31, ex-
actly eight seconds faster than 
the previous record made in 
2001 of 5:07.31. 

Lilybet MacRae ’13 broke 
the last Andover/Exeter re-
cord with a score of 302.50 
in diving, breaking the record 
she posted last season.

The team’s highlight of 
the season, however, was its 
fourth place finish at the East-
ern Interscholastic Champi-
onships. MacRae was named 
Eastern Champion as she 
broke both the Eastern and 
pool records with her out-
standing score of 512.45.

Liu also continued to im-

prove her speed with a new 
school record in the 200 IM 
and the 500 Free. Meanwhile, 
in the 400 Free Relay, the 
team of Liu, Hailey Novis ’13, 
Kaitlin Simpson ’14 and Amy 
Zhao ’14 also destroyed a pre-
vious school record made in 
2004 with a time of 3:31.50.

“We exceeded our expec-
tations [at Easterns], every 
swimmer swam at or above 
their best,” said Frey. “We 
brought our Andover pride 
and big blue spirit to the pool, 
and definitely made our pres-
ence known among some the 
best swimming schools on the 
east coast.”

Andover will graduate a 
little under half of the team 
this year, including swimmers 
such as Emily Carrolo ’13, 
Amelia Danovitch ’13, Saman-
tha Martinez ’13, Emily McK-
innon ’13 and Julia Smachlo 
’13.

“[Swimming] has been the 
highlight of my four years 
here, these girls are my family 
and I am proud to have been 
part of the strong tradition of 
PA swimming,” added Frey.

Andover finished its in-
credible season with a great 
demonstration of the team’s 
speed at Easterns. The team 
is excited for next year, and 
Andover is ready to start next 
season just as strong as this 
year’s season ended.

GIRLSSWIMMING

Girls Dominate Pool 
In Undefeated Season

By Isabel Taylor
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Assistant Captain Seamus O’Neill ’13 carries the puck.
Z.GALLAGHER/THE PHILLIPIAN
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Kasey Hartung ’14 drives to the hoop.
A.WESTFALL/THE PHILLIPIAN

Andover Girls Basketball 
ended the season with an 
8-9 record, falling just be-
low .500.  

The team will be grad-
uating three very valuable 
players this year. Mag-
gie Brown ’13, Giovanna 
Pickering ’13 and Captain 
Amanda Simard ’13 will all 
be missing come the start of 
next season.

“Giovanna and Maggie 
were both elected Class 
A all-stars by the league 
coaches,” said Head Coach 
Lewis Robinson.

Giovanna, the team’s star 
recruit this year, played 
an incredible season.  She 
ended the season with an 
average of 11.1 points, 5.2 
rebounds, 5.6 steals and 6.2 
assists per game.  

Her incredible ball han-
dling skills as the team’s 
starting point guard scored 
the team countless points in 
quick fast breaks and power 
plays.  She shot 50/69 from 
the free throw line on the 
season. 

“A tireless athlete, Pick-
ering did a terrific job all 
season of kick-starting the 
fast break, while very rarely 

turning the ball over,” said 
Coach Robinson. “Her con-
fidence and leadership on 
and off the court was a driv-
ing force behind the team 
this year.

Brown, one of the team’s 
two returning Seniors, plays 
the post with unbeatable 
force and power.  She boxes 
out and gets rebounds that 
no one else can get, and the 
team will miss her dearly 
next season.  

Maggies aggression and 
clear passion for the sport 
made her an inspiration to 
all of the girls who played 
alongside her this season.  

“Maggie had another 
strong year of post play, av-
eraging 10.7 points, 7.5 re-
bounds, and 1.8 blocks per 
game.  She’s a versatile play-
er who, when healthy, is un-
stoppable in the post while 
also deadly (48 percent) 
from 3-point range.  She 
was 48/66 from the free-
throw line (72.7 percent),” 
said Coach Robinson.

Finally, Captain Amanda 
Simard led the team with 
her great on-court and 
off-court leadership.  She 
talked up her team to keep 
them on their game, and 
she kept them focused by 
setting a great example on 

the court.  
“Amanda averaged 4.9 

per game, had 13 points in 
our huge win against Thay-
er, hit two free throws to 
send the Exeter game into 
overtime (and had a mon-
ster block in that game at 
the end of regulation), but 
her stat line tells only a 
small part of her season sto-
ry.  She was a tremendous 
leader for us—unflappable, 
supportive off all 12 play-
ers, positive, enthusiastic.  
The team was close-knit 
because of her leadership,” 
said Coach Robinson.

After three years of varsi-
ty basketball, it will be hard 
for Amanda to leave the 
team that she’s grown so 
close to and that she loves 
so much

“This was one of the best 
teams I have ever played 
on,” said Simard.  “I grew 
so close with every single 
girl, and adored the season.  
I don’t remember a time 
when I loved basketball 
more than I did this year.  
Everyone came alive on the 
court.  I’m so proud of the 
season, and of every single 
person who played a role in 
making this the best season 
of my life.”

GIRLSBASKETBALL

Two Andover Seniors 
Named Class A All-Stars

By Erica Shin
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Andover Girls Squash 
had an up-and-down year, 
finishing the 2012-13 sea-
son with a 7-6 record, al-
ternating between wins 
and  losses almost every 
week.

The team was never able 
to gain much momentum 
throughout the season, as 
tough losses would often 
follow big wins. 

The team started out 
6-3 at the beginning of the 
season but dropped three 
of its final four games to 
finish one game over .500.

 Jessica Lee ’13, the lone 
Senior on the team, cap-
tained the girls along with 
Adèle Bernhard ’14. 

Bernhard will remain a 
Captain for next year, and 
Lee’s successor will be 
Madeleine Mayhew ’15.

 Lee said, “Being a Se-
nior on the team was tons 
of fun. I love getting to 
know the younger girls 
on the team and they have 
become some of my clos-
est friends [at Andover].”

 Some highlights of the 
season included two big 
wins over Exeter, by the 
scores of 6-1 and 7-0, and 
an exciting and close win 
over Brooks in February.

Against Exeter, the girls 
were focused and ready to 
play both times the teams 
met, and as a result, the 
team walked away with 
two rivalry victories. The 
match against Brooks 
pitted two evenly skilled 
teams against each other, 
and the girls pulled out a 
hard-fought win.

 All of the team mem-
bers—Lee, Bernhard, 
Mayhew, Misha Hoo-
da ’14, Camille Price ’15, 
Hannah Burns ’15, Emma 
Crowe ’15 and Claire Kis-
ter ’16—played integral 
roles in the team’s suc-
cess. 

When asked about a 
player who stood out to 

her, Lee said, “I was so 
impressed with Misha 
Hooda this season. Not 
only did she pick up her 
squash game, but she was 
so enthusiastic and hard-
working all season.”

 Price also had a great 
season, winning several 
of her matches and play-
ing her opponents closely. 
Her play continued to el-
evate throughout the sea-
son and was a big part of 
the team.

 At the end of the sea-
son, the girls were placed 
into the best bracket in 
the Interscholastic Tour-
nament. Out of 16 teams, 
Andover finished in 8th 
place—a result slightly 
better than ninth place, 

which was where the 
team was projected to 
finish prior to the tourna-
ment. 

Lee, a four-year varsity 
player, reflected on the 
future of the girls squash 
team: “Our program con-
tinues to grow. I have seen 
such a transformation in 
my four years here, and 
I can only imagine how 
much better we will get in 
the years to come.”

 With a very young core 
of players, two current 
uppers, four current low-
ers and one freshman, 
and only one team mem-
ber leaving, the team will 
be very successful in the 
near future. 

GIRLSSQUASH

Girls Start Strong but Lose 
Momentum Mid-Season

By Pranav Tadikonda
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Jessica Lee ’13 led her team to eighth at Interschols.
J.LEE/THE PHILLIPIAN

Led by first year coach 
Terrell Ivory, the Andover 
Boys Basketball team fin-
ished the year with a 6-15 
record. 

With a very tough sched-
ule full of tumultuous away 
games, Andover Basketball 
struggled to pull out many 
victories.

“The away games proved 
difficult this season be-
cause of the tough bus 
rides, rough away crowds, 
and minimal warm-up 
time. The injury bug also 
seemed to plague our team 
which did not work in our 
favor,” said Jake Howell ’14.

Andover Basketball did, 
however,  pull out some 
great victories against 
tough opponents like Gov-
ernor’s Academy, St. Sebas-
tian’s, Tabor, Thayer, and 
Belmont Hill.

“I think the quality wins 
that we were able to string 
together were a result of 
the new atmosphere that 
TI [Terrell Ivory] has been 
able to instill into our pro-
gram. When our offense 
was clicking, we were real-
ly able to take the game to 
some opponents and come 
out with decisive wins. I 
think our team had the ca-
pacity to win, or be com-
petitive in, every game we 
played,” said Joshua Hay-
ward ’13.

Andover Basketball was 
able to rally around a core 
of both great senior leader-
ship and the emergence of 

vital uppers.
“This year’s team has 

been as close as any, which 
I love. Our team was able 
to persevere through the 
losses and we were able to 
celebrate our victories, as a 
team. I am glad to both be 
a part of this team and be 
called one of the leaders 
of this fine group of men,” 
said Rory Ziomek ’13.

“The season was one for 
the ages. There’s no better 
feeling than riding home 
after a win with your team-
mates and best friends, and 
even when you lose, they’re 
always right there to pick 
you up. It’s definitely a 
tough realization that I’ll 

never put on the Andover 
Blue again, but there’s no 
other people I would rather 
have suited up with night 
in and night out than each 
one of my teammates,” said 
Sahil Bhaiwala ’13.

The captain of the team 
this year was Brendan 
O’Connell ’13. 

O’Connell was a sharp-
shooting point guard for 
Andover who was a great 
leader on and off the court.

“Being the captain of this 
fantastic squad has really 
been one of the highlights 
of my Andover career. I re-
ally took this job seriously 
because I wanted to be at 
my best for the sake of the 

team. I tried to work hard 
on and off the court so that 
I could be a good role mod-
el for the rest of the team,” 
said O’Connell.

Andover Basketball had 
a season to be proud of but 
they also have great group 
of returners that should 
make next season very in-
teresting and entertaining.

“A part of being in a 
new system is the ups and 
downs that come with 
learning a new playbook 
and a different style of play. 
I definitely believe that 
next year’s team can turn 
some heads if they master 
the offense,” said Hayward. 

BOYSBASKETBALL

Road Games Prove Challenging in 
Rebuilding Year Under New Coach

By JA-Lamar Lyons
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Andover Wrestling cap-
tured 11th at New England’s 
and finished 5-6 in the reg-
ular season with a group of 
young, inexperienced wres-
tlers led by veteran Christian 
Vallis ’14. 

The young Andover squad 
held it’s own against very 
tough competition in the ISL 
and beyond.

In the 2013 New England 
tournament, held at Cho-
ate Rosemary Hall, three 
Andover wrestlers placed. 
Vallis finished second at 120 
pounds, James Palmer ’14 
placed second at 170 pounds, 
and Andreas Sheikh ’15 fin-
ished third at 106 pounds. 

Vallis had two pins during 
the tournament, and also 
hung on for a massive 6-2 
victory. Palmer had three 
pins, and Sheikh came back 
to defeat an opponent that 
he previously had lost to as 
the number five seed.

 Andover ended New En-
gland’s with 65 points, good 
for 11th out of the 46 team 
field. Vallis, Palmer, and 
Sheikh all qualified for the 
National Tournament at Le-
high University in Pennsyl-
vania. 

Vallis placed sixth at Na-
tional’s to gain All-American 
honors. Overall, the team 
placed 35th out of 120 teams.

Vallis was pleased with 
the season and looks ahead 
to an even better season next 
year, as he wrote in an e-mail 
to The Phillipian. “I thought 
the season went well. We 
were a young team with ba-
sically only two seniors on 
the team. Overall, we ex-
ceeded our expectations and 
truly proved that we are still 
competitive. 

He added, “We have some 
very good recruits and PGs 
coming next so I believe 
we have a legitimate shot at 
the New England title next 
year.”

In its final match of the 
season, Andover barely lost 
to Exeter by a score of 36-
40. The team’s toughest op-
ponent was New England 
champion NMH, to whom 
the team dropped a 23-53 
loss. However, Andover did 
have its victories, such as 

when the team knocked off 
Groton and Tilton by a score 
of 60-10, and beat Worcester 
54-24.

 On this year’s team, there 
were three Seniors: Sven 
Lerner ’13, Nikhil Baradwaj 
’13, and Zach Merchant ’13. 
All three Seniors provided 
great leadership and inspire 
the young squad to try their 
best and leave it all out there 
on the mat. They will all be 
sorely missed on next year’s 
team.

 Andreas Sheikh ’15 had 
some great words about Le-
rner, who was sidelined with 
a serious knee injury. “We 
lost [Lerner], a three time 
New England place winner 
and senior who was ranked  
number one in NE for this 
year and was a possible All 
American.” 

Sheikh continued, “This 
was a huge blow for our 
team. Sven was still in the 
room with his injury, assist-
ing members of the team 
with technique and intensi-
ty. Even with his devastat-
ing injury, Sven was selfless 
in his continued leadership 
throughout the year.”

Lerner was a four time 
letter winner and trained ex-
tremely hard for this year, so 
it was tough for him and his 
teammates without him on 
the mat.

A highlight from the year 
was when Andover won the 
Northern New England Ti-
tle as a team. Andover had 
four individual champions: 
Sheikh, Palmer, Vallis and 
Henry Curtis ’15.

 Of course, the Andover 
could not have succeeded 
on the mat without its supe-
rior coaching. One of three 
Juniors on the varsity team, 
Justin Muchnick ’16 said, 
“The coaching staff was a vi-
tal component to the Ando-
ver wrestling program and 
certainly plays a key role in 
the growth and development 
of young wrestlers like me.”

“They pushed us every 
day and made sure we were 
working hard at each prac-
tice,” he added.

The advantage to having a 
young team this year is that 
Andover Wrestling will re-
turn most of its wrestlers, 
but it says a sad goodbye to 
its three Seniors. 

WRESTLING

Vallis Earns 
All-American

By Cam Kerry
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Rory Ziomek ’13 was a force for Andover in the paint.
S.DIEKEMA/THE PHILLIPIAN
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An extremely young An-
dover Girls Hockey team 
struggled through a tough 
season, finishing with a 
record of 2-21-0. 

Andover’s two wins 
came against Lawrencev-
ille and North East Wom-
en’s Hockey League 
Pre Prep League. After 
these two wins, Andover 
dropped 17 contests in a 
row.

Andover lost both of its 
games against Exeter but 
came closer to victory in 
the second game. Losing 
1-8 in the first game, it was 
able to shorten the margin 
of loss to five goals in a 0-5 
final score in the second 
Andover-Exeter match of 
the season.

Because of the teams 
youth, it is only losing one 
senior, forward and Cap-
tain Cara Daly ’13. Daly 
has been on the team for 
all four of her years at An-

dover, and captained the 
team her senior year. 

Daly also captained 
Girls Field Hockey and 
played on Girls Lacrosse. 
The team will miss Daly’s 
leadership and experience 
next season.

 “As the only Senior, 
Cara had a huge responsi-
bility this season in terms 
of leading the team with 
her maturity and experi-
ence.,” said Kelly McCa-
rthy ’16. “No one could 
have done the job better. 
Most importantly Cara 
taught me what it means 
to be part of a team at An-
dover. Cara helped us keep 
things light even though 
we didn’t have a winning 
season, but also kept us 
focused and motivated.”

 Andover prided itself 
on team unity and keep-
ing spirits high through-
out the losing season. 
The team credits Daly for 
keeping the team together 
through the hard times.

 “I learned many things 
from Cara’s captainship,” 
said Amy Morin ’14. “First 
of all, I respect her so 
much for continuing on, 
even though she was the 
only Senior. She gave her 
input as a Denior who had 
been on the team for four 
years, and her perspective 
was helpful. She showed 
us how to keep going even 
when you’re tired and how 
to be a teammate and cap-
tain who is approachable 
and easy to talk to… it was 
a great three years playing 
with her!”

 With Daly graduating, 
the team is looking to new 

Co-Captains Hannah Sor-
kin ’14 and Morin. Ando-
ver will have 17 returning 
players for Sorkin and 
Morin to lead next season.

 “Next year the team is 
looking for every girl to 
step up and take initia-
tive,” added McCarthy. 
“Hannah Sorkin and Amy 
Morin are going to be very 
strong captains, but in or-
der for us to pull ourselves 
out of the losing streak, 
every girl needs to be a 
leader, on ice and off.”

 “Hannah and I are 
looking to create a clos-
er team,” added Morin. 
“If we become closer as 
a team, we can trust in 
each other more and play 
as a team, and win some 
games! If everyone works 
together and gives it 100 
percent, we will definite-
ly win…we want people 
to play for the love of the 
game, and not just play it 
to fulfill the winter sports 
requirement.”

Instead of being disap-
pointed by a less than stel-
lar record, Andover hopes 
that the experience from 
this season will enable the 
team to make great strides 
next year.

 With such a large group 
of returning players, An-
dover is expecting team 
unity and comfort that is 
stronger than ever, giving 
way to excellent commu-
nication on the ice. 

Girls Hockey knows that 
experience from this year 
will be their biggest ben-
efit towards improvement 
for the 2013-2014 season.

GIRLSHOCKEY

Andover Wins Twice Before 
17-Game Losing Streak

By Eden Livingston
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Matt Fischetti ’14 comes around the turn.
A.WESTFALL/THE PHILLIPIAN

Despite no extraor-
dinary results, Andover 
Nordic had a great season 
filled with individual de-
velopment and team ca-
maraderie. 

As the boys results hov-
ered between sixth, sev-
enth and eighth place fin-
ishes, the girls found their 
way to fourth and fifth 
place time and time again. 

The team however, 
chooses not to focus sole-
ly on results, but develop-
ment throughout the sea-
son as well. 

“Although that [this 
season’s success] may not 

necessarily have been re-
flected in our results from 
races, ours skiers grew 
individually and the team 
strengthened as a whole,” 
said Anjali Krishnamach-
ar ’13.

 “I would consider the 
season a success simply 
because we had a lot of 
fun together and we got 
better,” said Piper Curits 
’13. 

While the team did re-
tain a significant amount 
of returners, many of the 
newcomers came into the 
season with little to no 
experience with Nordic 
skiing. 

“This year brought a lot 
of new skiers to the pro-

gram and for most of the 
season we were working 
on getting everybody up 
to a race ready state,” add-
ed Burkitt.

As the season pro-
gressed, it was made clear 
that the experience pro-
vided with every practice 
and race had profound 
impacts on the new mem-
bers.

 “There were many peo-
ple who were new to the 
team, and it was awesome 
to see them improve until 
they were good enough to 
compete,” said Krishnam-
achar.

 “The new racers this 
year ended up finishing 
in awesome positions,” 
said Burkitt. “I’m super 
happy for everybody who 
worked so hard because it 
really paid off.” 

Towards the end of 
the season, the team was 
struck with a spell of bad 
luck including a disqual-
ification, injuries and a 
broken ski in the champi-
onship race. 

Despite these compli-
cations, the team trudged 
on and morale remained 
high, which is credited to 
the lengthy rally wagon 
rides. 

“Riding in the rally 
wagon has always been 
the highlight of my Nor-
dic season,” said Krisham-
achar.

 “The highlight of the 
season for me was blast-
ing “Believe” by Cher as 
we pulled into our last 
race,” said Burkitt. 

 This year the team will 
say goodbye to six gradu-
ating Seniors.

 “We were lead by some 

really strong Seniors this 
year.  On the boys’ side 
Aaron Finder [’13] was a 
four year member of the 
team and solid contrib-
utor for the past three 
years.  Wes Fabyan [’13] 
was really missed after in-
jury took him out for the 
second half of the season, 
but he is a great compet-
itor.  Will Bloxham [’13]  
was also a key member of 
this team the past three 
years and worked his way 
up to being a solid mem-
ber of the racing team,” 
said Coach Robinson.

 “On the girls side, Piper 
Curtis really shined this 
year as she made a leap 
up to the top of the league 
with her last race being 
her best finish ever in 11th 
place—two seconds off of 
ninth.  She has worked 
incredibly hard over the 
last three years and really 
turned into a great skier.  
Ziggy Chesley [’13] came 
in as a PG and was in-
stantly one of our varsity 
skiers.  Anjali Krishnam-
achar stepped up to be 
one of our varsity skiers 
in her second season and 
really improved,” added 
Robinson. 

The strong sense of ca-
maraderie will make this 
transition difficult.

 “The people were what 
I enjoyed most about Nor-
dic here. From Mike, to 
KRob [Coach Keith Rob-
inson], Ms. Milkowski, all 
the mentors I had while 
I was an underclassman 
and all the friendships 
I’ve made from the team, I 
will miss these guys,” said 
Finder.

Curtis Makes Long Strides,
Girls Place as High as Fourth

Although Andover Winter 
Track consisted of many new 
faces this spring, both the 
girls and boys their seasons 
with respectable 2-2 records. 

The girls were a tight knit 
group, and it showed in the 
encouragement throughout 
the entire season.

“This can be contributed to 
the camaraderie of the team 
as a whole. Whether you are 
a distance runner, thrower, 
sprinter or jumper everyone 
is extremely supportive,” said 
Co-Captain Becca Wagman 
’13.

The girls were made up of 
a lot of new faces that fused 
together well and performed 
outstandingly.

“It is rewarding to watch 
new runners place and set 
records after you taught them 
how to use the blocks or the 
mind set for a certain race,” 
said Wagman.

Although it is difficult to be 
successful with so many ath-
letes new to the program, An-
dover pulled together quickly 
and showed what it could do 
throughout the whole season.

The backbone of the girls’ 
team came through the lead-
ership of its Captains and 
experienced runners who 
helped the newcomers have a 
smooth transition to the team.

“This winter was different 
from every previous season. 
Acting as a Captain creates a 
whole new dynamic and adds 
responsibilities. Yet these 
new roles made the season 
even more enjoyable,” said 
Wagman.

The girls plan to carry over 
the momentum from the win-
ter, while adding some new 
faces, to the spring season.

“I cannot wait for the 
spring. Not only does the 
team welcome many new 

runners, but we are also able 
to carry on with our training, 
friendships and winning for 
another season,” said Wag-
man.

Wagman also captained 
Outdoor Track this spring.

Although it was not the 
winning season that the boys 
of Andover Indoor Track are 
used to, it was a season of up-
ward trajectory and shows 
hope for next year.

“The season wasn’t jam-
packed with the winning 
streaks of previous years. In-
stead it was permeated by im-
provement,” said Babatunde 
Bello ’13. “Tons of people PR’d 
[recorded a personal record] 
throughout the season, rang-
ing from the fledglings to 
those with experience under 
their belts.” 

Andover based its season 
off of hard work and deter-
mination, and that is what al-
lowed them to become a unit.

“This season was the epit-
ome of hard work, as cliché 
as that may sound,” Bello 
continued. “Although we suf-
fered a loss to Exeter, up un-
til the very last strides of the 
final event (4x400 relay) we 
pushed ourselves to our lim-
its.”

He added, “Our Captain, 
Papa G [Demetrios Papageor-
giou ’13] told us to ‘leave it all 
on the track’ no matter what 
the outcome of [Andover/Ex-
eter] was, and that’s exactly 
what we did. I’m very proud 
of what we accomplished this 
season” 

This year’s team had many 
young faces in the crowd, 
along with many experienced 
upperclassmen runners.

“The team was, as always, 
humongous (with upwards 
of 100 people) and consisted 
of freshmen, Lowers, Uppers, 
and Seniors of all different 
abilities.  In terms of perfor-
mances, this year’s squad had 

much more depth than that 
of previous teams,” said Papa-
georgiou.

Not only did Andover’s 
Captains step up this season, 
but all of the upperclass-
men made it their duties to 
guide the younger members 
of the team, which a created 
a strong sense of teamwork 
throughout the entire season.

“Fortunately, this team had 
a fantastic group of Senior 
and Upper leaders, who all 
worked diligently at and after 
practices to ensure that every 
one of our athletes knew that 
they had a place in the team,” 
said Papageorgiou. “During 
practice, they were our big 
brothers and sisters; on meet 
day, they were our formidable 
athletes, carrying themselves, 
win or lose, with poise, pride 
and panache.”

Andover Boys Track was 
built around strong relation-
ships, and when faced with 
adversity, it came back stron-
ger.

“We were dealt a major 
blow early on in the season 
with the sudden passing of 
our beloved sprints and hur-
dles coach, Bill Blood,” said 
Papageorgiou. “During the 
weeks that followed, every 
athlete on the team stepped 
up and shouldered new and 
heavy responsibilities, the 
most important of which 
was supporting one another 
through that very difficult 
time.” 

He added, “We rebounded 
with a greater sense of ca-
maraderie and an even more 
tenacious desire to out-work 
our opponents.”

After Coach Blood’s pass-
ing, the boys and girls of In-
door  Track pulled together as 
a unit to cope with the loss of 
such an integral part of their 
team.

“I would have never 
thought that I would have any 

of these people crying on my 
shoulder or myself balling on 
theirs, but we did indeed have 
each other to rely on. That is 
the beauty of team sports—
the support and bonds forged 
between athletes” said Bello.

“We trained and raced by a 
single code:  If they’re in front 
of you—catch them.  If they’re 
beside you—beat them.  If 
they’re behind you—crush 
them.  When our names were 
called, we would all throw 51.  
Blood, sweat and tears. Hard 
Body,” said Papageorgiou.

INDOORTRACK

Hard Work Characterizes 
Both Boys and Girls’ Seasons

Elana King-Nakaoka ’14 races for the girls’ team.
D.LEE/THE PHILLIPIAN

NORDIC

By Patrick Daly
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

By Andrew Zheng
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Eliza Quigley ’15 looks to pass the puck.
T.JOHST/THE PHILLIPIAN



Andover Baseball had an 
impressive season to say 
the least, achieving a 10-7-0 
record and defending its ti-
tle as Central New England 
Champions

Andover had all the tools 
for a championship team 
and exemplified its skill and 
determination throughout 
the entire season.

“Winning back to back 
years was awesome. Last 
year was an unbelievable 
squad and I thought it 
would be tough to match up, 
but our team never stopped 
fighting despite being on the 
playoff bubble just a week 
ago,”  said Co-Captain Rory 
Ziomek ’13. “We saved our 
best baseball for the end of 
the year, and it showed on 
Saturday. It felt so good to 
win it again, especially be-
ing my last season at Ando-
ver. 

He added, “I couldn’t have 
picked a better group of 
guys to play with, and it was 
an honor to lead the team as 
captain alongside [Co-Cap-
tain] Seamus [O’Neill ’13]. 
We really rallied around 
Seamus who was out with a 
season ending injury, and it 
was a terrific feeling to win 
it for him. It has been an un-
real season.”

Andover certainly pos-
sessed all the skill necessary 
to win a championship, as 
Ziomek was named league 
MVP, along with David Mc-
Cullough ’13 and Tim Sal-
vadore ’15 earning All New 
England honors as well.

The most key part of 
Andover’s success was its 
pitching staff, centered 
around Ziomek, Tim Su-
perko ’13 and Salvadore. An-
dover’s pitching anchored 
the team since the first pitch 
of the season. “I have to 
think ... this is the strongest 
pitching staff we’ve had in 
recent memory.” Said Coach 
Kevin Graber in an article 
on ESPNBoston.com 

O’Neill added, “The pitch-
ing staff was an absolute 
force this year. They were 
responsible for keeping us 
in every single game and 
giving us a chance to win 
every time we stepped on 
the field. It was phenomenal 
to see the team rally behind 
them in the championship 

weekend.”
With all of its skill, An-

dover needed guidance, 
and received far beyond ex-
pected in its coaching staff. 
Andover has a long-stand-
ing tradition of top notch 
coaching and it was no dif-
ferent this year.

“All the coaches this year 
played a pivotal role in the 
teams championship. Coach 
Graber especially lead us. 
He really taught us how to 
win,” said Salvadore. “Early 
in the season we were still 
finding our identity, and 
without [Coach Graber] we 
wouldn’t be where we are. 
He puts in more time to 
this team and program than 
any coach in New England 
I guarantee it and it really 
shows on the field with us 
as player.”

However, Andover’s 
pitching staff was not the 
only component to Ando-
ver’s success, as its offense 
contributed day in and day 
out and looks to be just as 
strong for years to come.

“Though the pitching 
staff has been getting a lot 
of credit this year it’s a team 
sport and the offence can 
not go undermined. Every 
player on the team contrib-
uted in some way,” said Sal-
vadore. “The extra time the 
guys spend in the cage and 
in the gym after practice 
really shows what type of 
players we had on the team.” 

Although Andover fell to 
its rival Exeter in its final 
game, it endured a success-
ful season nonetheless. “De-
spite losing our last game 
against Exeter, we had a 
terrific season. Winning 
the championship was all I 
could ask for in my Senior 
season, and though it would 
have been great to best Ex-
eter, it won’t take away from 
the epic year we had” said 
Ziomek.

To achieve the things An-
dover did, it needed leader-
ship in its two captains. It 
got just that as Ziomek and 
O’Neill led Andover to its 
success. 

“Serving as a Captain for 
this year’s team with Rory 
has been unbelievable. It 
was an absolute honor to 
have been elected captain 
and I can’t think of a bet-
ter group of guys to finish 
out the season with,” said 
O’Neill. “It was pretty rat-

tling to throw on the Ando-
ver jersey for the last time, 
but its been a phenomenal 
experience sharing the field 
with my teammates and I’m 
grateful for its impact on my 
Andover career.”

 

Led by Co-Captains Kayla 
Maloney ’13 and Abby Chung 
’13, Andover Softball com-
pleted an undefeated season 
and captured its third con-
secutive championship at the 
Big East Tournament. Ando-
ver Softball finished its regu-
lar season with a 12-0 record.

Slated as the first seed in 
the Big East Tournament, 
Andover defeated Tabor in 
the two teams’ fourth straight 
meeting in the championship 
game.

Andover’s most dominant 
player was Maloney, who 
was named to the All-BET 
team and received the Most 
Outstanding Player award 
for the Big East Tournament 
the past two out of three 
years. 

Maloney held an outstand-
ing 7-0 record throughout 
the season, completing two 
no-hitters and finishing all of 

the seven games she pitched 
in. On offense, Maloney bat-
ted over the .500 mark and 
knocked in seven RBIs to 
clinch the Big East Tourna-
ment. 

“In one game last year, 
when we were down 6-0 in 
the seventh innings, Kayla 
told the team that we need-
ed seven runs and proceeded 
to lead off the inning with a 
long home run that got us on 
the board,”  said Head Coach 
Peter Drench, who earned 
The Phillipian’s Coach of 
the Spring Term. “The team 
rallied to score several runs 
before falling short with the 
tying run on base -- and then 
went on to win the rest of 
its games last year and all of 
them so far this year.”

Chung was also vital in 
Andover’s success, getting 
on base in more than half her 
at-bats this season to man-
ufacture runs for Andover. 
“[Abby] has excelled in her 

role [which was] to get on 
base as much as possible as 
a ‘table-setter’ for the heart 
of our batting order,” said 
Coach Drench. “She plays 
with confidence and exudes 
an aura of calm efficiency in 
the field and at bat. [She] is 
a stabilizing influence and a 
role model for her younger 
teammates.”

Nikki Pelletier ’13 excelled 
as a catcher and cleanup hit-
ter, using her versatility and 
athletic ability to support 
Andover’s pitching and of-
fense. “Nikki’s credibility as 
a hitter has led to Kayla see-
ing better pitches to hit in the 
slot ahead of her, creating op-
portunities for both of them,” 
added Drench.

Caitlin Clancy ’13 devel-
oped into a dominant player 
over the course of the season, 
recovering from a knee inju-
ry to be named to All-BET 
team. “Caitlin’s adept field-
ing at first base has served 

to steady our regular infield; 
she does the most important 
thing a first baseman can do, 
which is to catch just about 
every throw, whether it’s too 
high or in the dirt. [Caitlin’s] 
two RBI in the championship 
game were an appropriate 
reward for [her] four years 
of perseverance through the 
frustrations and fears that 
come with serious injuries,” 
said Drench.               	  

Looking ahead to next sea-
son, Andover’s Seniors will 
be severely missed. Maloney, 
Chung, Pelletier, Clancy and 
Devon Burger ’13 were the 
backbone of the team, guid-
ing it through the course of 
the year with poise and ex-
cellency.

As Andover wishes good-
bye to its Seniors, it will also 
prepare for leaders just like 
the previous ones to emerge, 
ready to carry the team to its 
fourth Big East Tournament 
Title in a row.

By Kailash Sundaram
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Boys Capture Second 
Consecutive New England Title

By Patrick Daly
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Andover Golf completed 
a successful season, win-
ning both the Lovell Cup 
and the Witherspoon Cup.

Finishing with an 8-2 
record, Golf recorded sub-
stantial victories against 
Holderness, Proctor and 
BB&N.  The team, howev-
er, lost to main rival Deer-
field 9-3 and powerhouse 
Belmont Hill 6.5-5.5 for its 
only two losses of the sea-
son.

The  biggest accomplish-
ment of the season was 
winning the Lovell and 
Witherspoon Cups. The 
contenders in these compe-
titions were Andover, Ex-
eter, and Governor’s Acad-
emy. 

The groups of three 
schools played three 
matches during the course 
of the season, and the team 
with the most wins out of 
these matches receive the 
cups. 

This year, with a very 
deep and talented line-up, 
Andover won the cups by a 
total of 34 strokes.

 Andover is losing three 
Seniors this year, Co-Cap-
tain John Perkins ’13, 
Co-Captain Shin-Jae Lee 
’13 and Evan Kudlinski 
’13. All three Seniors have 
played on the team for four 
years.

 “John, Evan and I all had 
great seasons, which con-
tributed to the success of 
the team,” said Lee. “Of my 

four years as an Andover 
golfer, my last season was 
by far the best.”

“We were hopefully able 
to share some of our experi-
ence with the younger play-
ers that will have an impact 
next year,” said Perkins. 
“The players on the team 
were very close this year, 
and hopefully that trend 
will continue in the future.”

 The 2013 season’s suc-
cess was partially due to 
the participation of two 
high profile recruits. Low-
ers Tyler Tsay ’15 and Ellie 
Blum ’15 contributed in nu-
merous ways to Andover’s 
victories. 

In the Deerfield match, 
Blum and Casey Durant ’14 
put up a strong fight and 
were the only golfers to 
garner any points in the 9-3 
loss.

 Tsay succeeded in win-
ning the Mangan Award 
and the Moonves Award.  
After the completion of 
the three-leg competition 
against Governer’s Acade-
my and Exeter, these two 
awards are given out for ex-
cellent golfing throughout 
the contest.

Tsay also won the Kazi-
kas Award, Andover Golfer 
of the Year.

 “Tyler made the biggest 
contributions to the team as 
a new player,” said Perkins. 
“Playing the number one 
seed is tough for anybody, 
especially as a sophomore, 
but his strong, consistent 
play throughout the year 
led the team and helped us 

achieve the success that we 
did.”

 Kavan Canekeratne ’14 
will take over the team next 
year. Canekeratne has been 
playing on the team since 
his Junior year at Andover.

 “I am confident that An-
dover Golf, led by Captain 
Kavan Canekeratne and our 
four great coaches, will be 
a force to be reckoned with 
for many years to come,” 
added Lee. 

 Andover aspires to con-
tinue its domination of the 
Lovell and Witherspoon 
cups and return stronger 
next season to finally defeat 
Belmont Hill.

Joining the team next 
year will be Tsay’s younger 
sister, Alexa Tsay.

 The highlights of the sea-
son were our strong play at 
Newport and winning the 
Lovell and Witherspoon 
cups, [it] made this season 
the most memorable of my 
career,” added Perkins. “I 
think Andover Golf will ex-
pect to have similar success 
to what we had this year. 
With some key additions 
to fill the roles left behind 
by Seniors, I am optimistic 
that they can have another 
good season.”

GOLF

Team Finishes 8-2,
Tsay Racks up the Hardware
By Eden Livingston

PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

John Festa ’15 sprints around the bases. 
E.AVVAKUMOVA/THE PHILLIPIAN

Connor Farrel ’13 looks to strikeout the opposing batter. 
L.XUAN/THE PHILLIPIAN

Captain Kayla Maloney ’13 pitches in one of her no-hitters.
A.WESTFALL/THE PHILLIPIAN

Nikki Pelletier ’13 was a dominant offensive force for Andover.
A.WESTFALL/THE PHILLIPIAN

SOFTBALL

Maloney Carries Andover to Three-Peat
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After dropping two easy 
games from its sched-
ule last year and replac-
ing them with two highly 
competitive opponents, 
Andover Boys Lacrosse 
went on a seven game win 
streak on its way to a 10-6 
record.

“Despite starting off 
somewhat slow, we really 
put together a great sea-
son,” said Co-Captain Aus-
tin Gaiss ’14. “Although we 
ended up with the same 
record as last year, our 
schedule this time around 
was much tougher. Every 
year under Coach [Ste-
phen]  Moreland we’ve 
improved from the last, so 
I’m really looking forward 
to next season.”

Out of the opponents 
that Andover faced this 
Spring, nine teams had 
over nine wins, six had 
over ten and three had 
over 15.

Over the Andover’s sev-
en game win streak, which 
was snapped by Exeter, 
Andover outscored its op-
ponents by a total score of 
98-41. 

“After a slow start, it 
was good to be able to 
string some wins togeth-
er towards the end,” said 
Co-Captain Connor Light 
’13, who led the team with 
39 goals on the season. “As 
the season progressed, 
we started to know each 
other a little better and 
we began to mesh and 
it showed on the score-
board.” Andover dropped 
its first game in overtime 
to a strong Belmont Hill 
team, but Andover’s will 
to fight to the end charac-
terized this team.

Co-Captain Stephen 
Fehnel ’13 said, “I couldn’t 
be more thankful finish-
ing my Andover career 
with this team. It’s been 
an honor for me to be a 
Co-Captain with Connor, 
Larken, and Austin, and 
to be considered a leader 
among this remarkable 
group of guys.”

Gaiss, Fehnel and Light 
were all dynamite on of-
fense, and coupled with 
Foster LeBeouf ’15 and 
PGs Jack Katkavich ’13 
and Jack Scheufele ’13, 
Andover was a force to be 
reckoned with on the at-
tack.

Fehnel added, “Hav-
ing such a young team we 
weren’t sure what to ex-
pect coming into this sea-

son, but we achieved great 
success by working hard 
in practice and applying 
what we learned in every 
game. I am so grateful to 
Coach Moreland for giv-
ing me the opportunity to 
help in leading this team.”

“Although we finished 
with the same record we 
achieved last year, our 
schedule was undoubted-
ly much harder and de-
manded much more of us 
throughout the season,” 
said Fehnel. “As a team I 
think we accomplished 
what we set out to do, and 
we had a great time doing 
it.”

Goalie Clark Perkins ’14 
added, “The Seniors truly 
made this season special. 
All of them handled them-
selves on and off the field 
in a manner that com-
manded respect and ad-
miration.” 

“From day one down in 
Florida to our last game 
against Exeter, the Se-
niors created an environ-
ment in which everyone, 

regardless of grade level 
or playing time, felt like 
they were a valued and 
contributing member of 
our team,” he continued.

Co-Captain Larken 
Kemp ’13, Jack MacWil-
liams ’15, and William 
Young ’14 made great 
strides defensively, turn-
ing the defense into a rock 
by the end of the season. 
Tom Mullen ’14 and David 
Belluche ’14 were aces on 
the faceoffs.

“We didn’t play as in-
dividuals, but rather as a 
group working towards 
a common goal, and that 
more than anything is why 
we had a successful sea-
son,” said Perkins.

Kemp added, “It was 
such a honor to lead such 
a tight knit group of young 
men through the journey 
of our season. Although it 
ended on a rough note, the 
memories we will share 
will last a lifetime.

Overcoming a shaky start 
with only four returning play-
ers, Andover Ultimate defied 
all odds for a final 8-9 record, 
a fifth place finish at the NEP-
SUL Championships and the 
coveted Spirit Awards from 
both NEPSULs and the Am-
herst Invitational. 

The dedication, athlet-
ic skill, and team spirit that 
every member of Andover 
Ultimate shared propelled 
the team to new heights as 
the season progressed. The 
team’s biggest asset was its 
ability to immediately trans-
late much-needed in-game 
experience into its perfor-
mance on the field. 

Facing the inevitable lack 
of experience on the team 
compared to previous years, 
Andover Ultimate stepped 
up to the challenge and put 
in the extra effort to climb a 
steep curve of improvement 
throughout the season. 

With an extremely posi-
tive mentality that allowed 
the team to start every game 
without holding onto previ-
ous losses, the team execut-
ed impressive comebacks on 
multiple occasions, including 
two sweeping wins [15-1 15-2] 
at the Amherst Invitational 
after three consecutive losses 
the day before. 

The seven Seniors on the 
team, regardless of their 
previous time on the team, 
played a pivotal role in turn-
ing the inexperienced team 
into a cohesive unit on the 
field. Paul Turiano ’13 and 
Cam Morose ’13, veterans of 
the team, brought invaluable 
experience and skill that be-
came driving forces in plays.

Dan Wang ’14 said of Mo-
rose, “In addition to adding 

huge speed and attacking 
threat to our team, I think it’s 
his humility and work ethic 
that was valuable in helping 
us all keep our heads down 
and work hard.”

Charlotte Doran ’13 came 
onto the team with previous 
JV experience, and her han-
dling skills proved essential in 
offensive plays. Anjali Krish-
namachar ’13, Jess Vocaturo 
’13 and Gabe Freund ’13, de-
spite being new to Ultimate, 
combined their innate athlet-
icism and knowledge of field 
sports to make an impact on 
the team from day one.

Piper Curtis ’13 stepped 
into the role of Co-Captain 
after an incredible amount 
of personal growth as an ul-
timate player last season and 
led by example with her im-
pressive athletic skill.

“She filled [the role of 
Co-Captain] beautifully this 
year, along with [Co-Captain] 
Alec Tolentino [’14], and most 
of the points in the game she 
was out there, both on offense 
and on defense, whether we 
were playing zone, whether 
we were playing person [de-
fense], and as a cutter she can 
get open, as a popper in the 
cup she knows where to go,” 
said Head Coach Hoenig.

He added, “She’s an incred-
ibly hard-working athlete— 
she certainly is, probably the 
strongest, or at least among 
the strongest, of all the girls 
in the league, and probably 
among the strongest girl Ul-
timate players in the state at 
this point.”

“Words can’t describe what 
you’ve meant to me and the 
team these past three years 
we have been together,” said 
Tolentino of Curtis. “I’ll nev-
er forget all the teams who 
were dumb enough to put 
their worst defenders on you 

just because you were a girl, 
you proved them wrong every 
time.”

The ups and downs that 
the team weathered through 
together this season only 
strengthened the bond be-
tween players that makes Ul-
timate such a unique sport.

“Playing on the ultimate 
team has been, without a 
doubt, my favorite part of this 
spring term,” said Krishnam-
achar. “I think what I will 
miss most about this team is 
the camaraderie amongst the 
players—because the ultimate 
team is truly a family. We pick 
each other up when we’re 
down, and we inspire each 
other to push our limits.”

“I know that, in my heart, 
I will always be a member of 
Blue Steel,” she added.

Curtis said her favorite part 
about Andover Ultimate was 
the family-like bond as well. 
“Even with fewer returners 
than normal, we still kept 
that culture of that family that 
knows when to joke around 
and when to be focused and 
serious,” she said. “I would 
love to have another week or 
two of Ultimate because we 
have still been improving in 
our practices and games, but 
the season has to end and I 
will miss everyone so much.”

“At this point, I would give 
anything for one more year 
with the team,” said Doran. 
“The best part was that it re-
ally wasn’t just a sport to any 
of us, it wasn’t something you 
go to because you have to.”

Turiano summed up, “The 
dynamic we have as a team 
is one that I have never expe-
rienced before and can only 
hope to experience again. We 
learn together, we sweat to-
gether, we live together and 
we play together.”

ULTIMATE

Lack of Returners Hurts Andover, 
Team Still Wins Spirit Award

By Jamie Chen
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Co-Captain Piper Curtis ’13 was influential in leading a team of many beginners this year.
T.JOHST/THE PHILLIPIAN

Andover Boys Tennis’s 
season finished its season 
with a spectacular 13-2 re-
cord, a second place finish 
in the NEMA Invitational 
and a championship win 
in the coveted NEITA 
Class A Team Tourna-
ment.

Because of this success, 
comparisons have been 
drawn between this year’s 
team and the undefeated 
champions of 2011.

“Both teams had great 
Senior leadership and 
well-established person-
alities, great esprit de 
corps and terrific depth 
down the ladder,” wrote 
Coach Greg Wilkin in an 
e-mail to The Phillipian.

 The team credits its 
impressive performances 
to a strong sense of team 
unity. “By the end of the 
season, we had grown 
very close with each oth-
er,” said Captain Alasdair 

McClintic ’13.
He added, “Enjoying 

practice and taking your 
mind off the upcoming 
matches a little is bene-
ficial, we know we have 
the preparation and it’s 
important not to get too 
caught up in everything.”

 Quinn Daly ’13 de-
scribed the team as hav-
ing,  “A seriousness about 
the team that we might 
not have had last season, 
everybody was focused 
on getting better during 
practice this year.”

 Doubles play served a 
pivotal role in Andover’s 
success as it set the tem-
po for many of the team’s 
wins throughout the sea-
son, most notably from 
the pair of Alec Buck ’13 
and Henry Kalb ’14, who 
almost went undefeated.

 “Team-wide, we played 
better doubles this year 
than in any season I can 
remember,” wrote Wilkin.

 The team’s depth was 
also a deciding factor 

in countless matches. 
At number six, Michael 
Huang ’15 went undefeat-
ed while James Heaney 
’14 and Daly both lost only 
one match the entire sea-
son.

 “All eight players made 
huge, decisive contribu-
tions in various matches,” 
wrote Wilkin.

 As the season came to 
a close, Andover set its 
focus on accomplishing 
the season’s underlying 
mission: winning a New 
England championship. 
The culmination of a sea-
son of hard work and a 
deep toolbox of talent ul-
timately gave Andover the 
silverware over Hotch-
kiss, which was undoubt-
edly the highlight of the 
season.

 “We peaked perfectly: 
all eight players played 
better and better as the 
season drama unfold-
ed and reached a very 
fine level in the last few 
matches,” Wilkin added. 

 This year, the team will 
lose four seniors, half the 
team, to graduation: Mc-
Clintic, Malachi Price ’13, 
Daly and Alec Buck ’13.

 “It was really nice to 
end my competitive ca-
reer winning the champi-
onship,” said Daly.

“It was amazing to fin-
ish on such a high note 
by beating Hotchkiss at 
Hotchkiss in the final 
and [it was] nothing more 
than the team as a whole 
deserved,” said McClintic.

 He added, “Most likely 
none of us will be on such 
a close knit team ever 
again and I hope that ev-
eryone was able to enjoy it 
as much I did.”

Next year the team will 
be anchored by its return-
ers in Heaney, Huang, 
Kalb and Chris Kralik ’16, 
who retain high hopes for 
the upcoming season de-
spite the loss of their se-
nior teammates.

BOYSTENNIS

Successful Season Culminates in Both 
NEIMA and NEITA Championships

By Andrew Zheng
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Jack Katkavich ’13 carries the ball.
S.DIEKEMA/THE PHILLIPIAN

BOYSLACROSSE

Light Goes Lights Out in 
Final Season With 39 Goals

By Cam Kerry
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Foster LeBoeuf ’15 was an offensive threat for Andover.
S.DIEKEMA/THE PHILLIPIAN

Sunday, June 9, 2013 T h e  P h i l l i p i a n SPORTS F9

Quinn Daly ’13 serves to his opponent.
T.JOHST/THE PHILLIPIAN



Girls Water Polo had a 
very strong season from 
start to finish, culminated 
with a second place finish 
at New England Champi-
onships.

In the regular season, the 
team pulled off many close 
wins and finished with a fi-
nal record of 6-2, suffering 
both losses on the same day 
in a double header against 
Deerfield and Hopkins.

“We maintained a good 
consistency in terms of 
goals scored, steals, etc., 
in spite of playing some of 
the hardest games against 
the top ranked teams in our 
league,” said Coach Daniel 
O’Shea.

Overall, the season was 
characterized by the team’s 
determination and im-
provement. Despite los-
ing to Hopkins, the team 
avenged its loss in the semi-
finals of Championships, 
defeating the team by only 
one critical goal.

Another highlight of 
the season was Andover’s 
second matchup against 
Exeter. Andover beat its 
archrival in sudden death 
overtime, thanks to an in-
credible long distance shot 
by Co-Captain Amelia 
Danovitch ’13.

“It was such an exiting 
moment, especially get-
ting to beat Exeter at their 
home pool,” said graduat-
ing Senior Carri Bresnahan 
’13.

Despite being out for the 

majority of the season due 
to an injury, goalie Andrea 
Hewett ’13 rejoined the 
team and had an incredible 
number of blocks and saves 
in the Exeter game. Her ex-
pertise in net was critical in 
determining where Ando-
ver finished overall in  the 
Championships.

The year’s Seniors made 
a powerful impact on the 
team both in and out of the 
pool.

“They’re leaving a great 
legacy, passing along a great 
example in terms of tenaci-
ty, dedication, and versatili-
ty,” said Coach O’Shea.

“Our Seniors are in one 
word, amazing,” said Jen 
Powers ’14. “They are so 
supportive and always will-
ing to help us improve.”

Danovitch proved to be 
an invaluable player, scor-
ing countless goals and 
leading the team to victo-
ry. Her talent earned her 
the Most Valuable Player 
Award at Championships.

Co-Captain Julia Smach-
lo ’13 was one of the high-
est scorers on the team, 
scoring many goals in key 
moments that allowed An-
dover to take the lead.  She 
consistently maintained 
a strong offensive perfor-
mance throughout the sea-
son.

“Our Captains Amelia 
and Julia certainly led the 
charge for the team,” said 
O’Shea. “Their efforts in 
the games were absolutely 
crucial for our success and 
their help in teaching our 
younger players was a great 

boon for our development 
this season.”

Bresnahan and Emi-
ly McKinnon ’13 are also 
among Seniors who will 
be leaving at the end of the 
season.

“Both [Carri and Emily] 
started to take on the re-
sponsibility of playing new 
and different positions out-
side of their comfort zone, 
and in the process showed 
themselves to be extremely 
versatile and integral,” said 
Coach O’Shea.

The Seniors have set a 
high bar for next year’s 
team. The majority of the 
team has already played to-
gether for at least two years 
and this camaraderie will 
be key for chemistry next 
year.

The strong set of return-
ing players will continue to 
develop confidence playing 
with each other and be-
come stronger as a whole 
come next season.

“This season was ex-
tremely successful for us,” 
said Bresnahan. “The im-
provement of the new play-
ers over the course of the 
season was also hopeful 
sign that the team will con-
tinue to do well in the com-
ing years.”

With many powerhouse 
players such as Jen Pow-
ers ’14, Kaitlin Simpson ’14, 
Lauren Conte ’14, Corinna 
Torabi ’14 and Eden Living-
ston ’15 returning for next 
season, the future of Girls 
Water Polo shows much 
promise for years to come.

GIRLSWATERPOLO

Danovitch Avenges Early Season 
Loss to Exeter in Overtime

By Isabella Haegg
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Andover Track and Field 
finished off its 2013 season 
with a tough loss to Exeter 
in the final meet. The loss 
for the boys put its final re-
cord at 2-3 on the season, 
while the girls finished the 
year at 1-4.

At Interschols this year, 
the boys team placed 6th, 
improving upon last year’s 
eighth place finish, and the 
girls placed in fifth, a drop 
from last year’s second 
place finish.

Injuries and the loss of 
key seniors from 2012 were 
major obstacles this season, 
and both teams troubled 
accumulating significant 
numbers of points.

 “It was refreshing to see 
both returners and new 
runners eagerly volunteer 
to step up and try new 
events or take someone’s 
spot,” said Co-Captain Bec-
ca Wagman ’13. “This just 
goes to show the sports-
manship and dedication 
that our runners have and 
the depth of our team.”

 

The boys team, which 
was fresh coming into 
the season, started with a 
strong scrimmage win over 
Andover High and an excit-
ing meet against Taft and 
Deerfield.  The team, how-
ever, stumbled a bit down 
the stretch, losing three of 
its next four meets.

 Finishing in sixth at In-
terschols was a good way 
to end the year. The boys 
had several underclass-
men participating in major 
events and had many ath-
letes moving out of comfort 
zones for the benefit of the 
team.

 “In terms of perfor-
mance deficit as a result 
of injury, I found that ath-
letes lending themselves 
was the best solution,” said 
Co-Captain Babatunde 
Bello ’13. “Countless times 
throughout the season, I 
saw athletes working hard-
er so they could compete at 
a higher level in their event 
and join events outside of 
their primary.”

 The girls team was led by 
a host of young competitors 
and benefitted from a lot of 
the experience that the Se-

niors brought to the team.
 “After last year’s Seniors 

graduated, we were left 
with many holes to fill,” 
said Wagman. “We lost 
many throwers, members 
of relays and distance run-
ners. I was nervous about 
filling such gaps. Luckily, 
the new runners were ea-
ger and exceed all expecta-
tions. The younger students 
were crucial and greatly 
contributed to our success 
this season. Such runners 
as Camille Little ’16 and 
Caroline Shipley ’16 not 
only set school and class 
records, but were integral 
players in the success of 
the 4x100 and 4x400 relay 
teams.”

 “Rather than have one 
or two (me and/or Becca) 
resources/points of inspi-
ration to look to, we had 
a number of role models 
spread across the events 
that could lend expertise 
and counsel,” wrote Bello 
in an e-mail to The Phillip-
ian.

Little and Shipley placed 
in many events and were 
two of the main contribu-
tors to the team.

 The youth of this year’s 
team did not lead to imme-
diate success, though, but 
this youth will bode well 
for future seasons.

 Bello said, “For next 
year’s team, I foresee our 
talent which lies with those 
who are currently under-
classman, growing into 
their bodies, learning better 
form, and getting stronger.”

Wagman and Bello Captain 
Team Riddled with Injuries

By Pranav Tadikonda
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Babatunde Bello ’13 runs a leg in the 4x100m relay.
E.AVVAKUMOVA/THE PHILLIPIAN
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 Andover Girls Tennis 
ended the season on a high 
note with a big win against 
Exeter, and only one loss 
the entire season, leaving 

the team’s record 6-1. Many 
of the games Andover won 
were by huge score deficits, 
and the team improved on 
many areas including dou-
bles skills and tactical play.

The Senior leadership on 
the team certainly helped 
the girls have a fantastic 
season. Andover will grad-
uate Co-Captain Katherine 
Lee ’13, Co-Captain MJ En-
gel ’13 and Mackenzie Stra-
bala ’13.

“MJ and Katherine are 
not just powerful players 
but also hilarious, smart, 
fun captains. They are the 
heart of the team, and I 
don’t want them to leave! 
Mackenzie is a very sweet 
girl and a great tennis play-
er.” Katherine Tobeason 
’14.

 Engel and Lee had an 
especially large impact on 
the team morale and men-
tality as Co-Captains. “MJ 

and Katherine have been 
great leaders this year,” 
said Campbell Howe ’14. 
“They really brought the 
team together on and off 
the courts. I think it’s been 
our best season yet!”

This season consisted of 
many high points including 
Andover’s advancement to 
the finals of the New En-
gland Prep School Athlet-
ic Conference (NEPSAC) 
championships, where the 
team placed second. The 
talent, poise, and experi-
ence of the Seniors enabled 
the team to go far this sea-
son and make great strides 
as a team. 

 Strong leadership and 
the close relationships be-
tween the players were 
both deciding factors in 
the team’s success. “My 
freshman year, the tennis 
team was a huge support 
system for me,” said Lee. 

“The older girls helped me 
to find my place and basi-
cally learn the ropes at An-
dover.” 

She added, “I hope, as 
a captain, I was able to 
make a similar impact on 
the younger girls on the 
team. I know that each of 
my teammates has taught 
me something special and 
prepared me for life after 
Andover.”

“All of the Seniors have 
been on the team for all of 
their four years at Ando-
ver, and they’ve definitely 
left their mark,” said Isa-
bella Haegg ’16 It is very 
rare that [Strabala] loses a 
match. She’s a really talent-
ed player, and the team can 
always rely on her pulling 
out a win for us.” 

“Not having the Seniors 
around will be a big loss 
for our team, and I’ll miss 
them so much,” she added.

GIRLSTENNIS

Second at New Englands and One 
Regular Season Loss Reflect Hard Work

By Savannah Mastrangelo
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Despite a losing record, 
Andover Girls Crew had an 
extraordinary season build-
ing team chemistry and de-
veloping a strong sense of 
companionship. 

The second boat finished 
the season with a 2-5 record 
and placed third at Inter-
schols. 

The first boat didn’t have 
any wins, but it came in close 
second many times, finishing 
third in the petite finals, and 
ninth overall out of 18 boats 
at NEIRAs.  

All in all, the girls had a 
great time on the team, bond-
ing and becoming a family.

“Overall, my crew experi-
ence, although only a short 
two years, has really made 
a wonderful impact on my 
Andover career as a whole,” 
said Emily Hoyt ’13, a mem-
ber of G1.  “I have to say that 
[G1] became my family, and I 
couldn’t think of a better way 
to end my Andover athletic 
career than with those girls 
by my side.” 

The girls came together 
as a team under great lead-
ership by the captains, the 
coxswain, and just the entire 
group of seniors.  

For G1 rower Qiqi Ren 
’15, her bow pair partner 
and Senior mentor, Susanna 
Rademacher ’13, really stood 
out to her as an exemplary 
member of the crew team.

“Through this year and 
last year, I’ve gotten to know 

Susanna Rademacher,” 
Qiqi said.  “I’ve been on the 
same boat as her for every 
single race that I’ve rowed, 
and probably almost every 
practice as well.  Every day 
at practice, whenever I had 
something to say all I would 
have to do is turn around 
and tell her.  We were always 
talking, either commenting 
on the feel of the boat, every-
one’s technique or the piece 
we were doing.  She always 
works her hardest in prac-
tice and encourages every-
one else to do the same.  I’ve 
often seen her get blood all 
over her hands and the boat 
and then ignore it so that the 
team could continue practic-
ing.”

“Emily Hoyt and Susanna 
Rademacher were the twin-
kle to my eye every day,” said 
Colby Fagan ’14, a member of 
G1 and next year’s Captain. 
“It was great to be able to 
row with them this season, 
and I know I could count 
on them every time we were 
out on the water.  They will 
be deeply missed by not only 
me, but the whole team next 
season,” she continued. 

The strong leadership of 
the Co-Captains was anoth-
er factor in the strength of 
the crew team this year.

“I would like to make a 
shout out to our amazing 
captains, Emily Carrolo [’13] 
and Dory Jones [’13] , for 
holding this team together 
and giving us the opportu-
nity to become as united as 
we possibly could.  All of 

us looked up to them every 
minute of this season, and 
I couldn’t have asked for 
stronger leaders and better 
role models who tried their 
hardest to overcome every 
obstacle that got in their 
way,” said Hoyt.

Ren also commented on 
the strength and tenacity of 
the coxswain.  “Our coxswain 
this year was Anna Zhang 
[’13].  She’s tiny, but she can 
easily command the entire 
team with just a few words.  
We all heard her jokes, her 
sharp commands, her com-
plaints about waves coming 
over the side of the boat,  her 
worries about hitting ducks, 
her screams whenever there 
was a big on her and of 
course, her encouragement 
during hard pieces.  Without 
her, our boat could not have 
rowed as we did.”

The boats will be losing 
some strong Seniors, but the 
Uppers and Lowers that re-
main are ready to pick up the 
slack and become leaders, 
and the election of the two 
new Co-Captains, Victoria 
Everett ’14 and Fagan  will set 
the girls on course for a good 
season next spring.

“I do not see this season 
as having a bad outcome be-
cause in the end it doesn’t 
matter how many games you 
have won or lost but whether 
or not we have learned some-
thing. I can honestly say that 
each girl this season has im-
proved one way or another 
and I can’t wait for next sea-
son,” said Fagan. 

GIRLSCREW

G2 Places Third at Interschols;
Strong Captainship Proves Crucial

Co-Captain Katherine Lee ’13 led the team this year and helped foster comraderie.
L.XUAN/THE PHILLIPIAN

By Erica Shin
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER
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By Victoria Bergeron
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Led by a trio of Seniors, 
Cara Daly ’13, Kaitlin Poor 
’13 and Giovanna Pickering 
’13, two NEPSAC All-Stars, 
Captain Hailey Novis ’13 
andNekele McCall ’14, and 
also brick wall netminder 
Ashlyn Aiello ’14, Andover 
Girls Lacrosse finished its 
season with a final record of 
10-1-3. 

Andover dug itself into an 
early hole, losing its home 
opener against Nobles 9-7.  
The team, however, bounced 
right back to beat Deerfield 
14-9 later that same week.

 Andover came ready to 
play against Deerfield; the 
game foreshadowed what 
the season was to bring. 
Andover’s production came 
from all over, Daly, Novis, 
Hannah Burns ’15, Eliza 
Quigley ’15, Meridth Collins 
’14, McCall and others all ei-
ther scored or assisted in the 
game. 

This momentum and 
overall team play carried 
all the way through April 
and the beginning of May.  
During this stretch, Ando-
ver went 6-1 after the win 
against Deerfield. 

During the win streak, 
Andover won key games 
over Groton 10-9, N.M.H 15-
8,Taft 12-8, Governor’s 12-7, 
Tabor 14-4 and Milton 13-6. 
The only loss came against a 
highly competitive St. Paul’s 
team with a final score of 13-
11.

Unfortunately, the six 
game win streak was bro-
ken by a exceptional Loomis 
team which barely snuck out 
of Andover with a win 9-8.

The team played its heart 
out in this game and suf-
fered a crushing loss; Loom-
is scored the game-winning 
goal with only five seconds 

left.
Caroline Garrity ’15 led 

this game and ened the game 
with five goals.

 Andover was in the lead 
the whole game but with a 
few last minute defensive 
breakdowns, Loomis was 
able to come back from a 8-6 
deficit to win 9-8. 

The whole season, the 
team was looking forward  
to this game; however, even 
with Andover’s lead at the 
half, Loomis’ talent and 
speed down the stretch was 
too great for Andover to beat.

 This game was but a lit-
tle bump in the road for the 
team.

“If I could leave a little 
advice it would be to never 
let anything get you down,” 
said Novis. “You have to pick 
your head up, shake it off and 
fight your heart out.”

 Andover bounced back 
from the loss to Loomis and 
won two games in a row 
against Thayer 10-6 and 
New Hampton 11-8.

Andover challenged 
Brooks on the road and 
looked to extend its win 
streak to three games, but 
Brooks took an early lead in 
the game, setting the stage 
for a dramatic Andover 
comeback that resulted in a 
13 all tie.

At halftime Andover was 
down 8-5.  Coach Dolan said, 
“I think we were lucky to be 
down only three.”

With 5:49 remaining 
Brooks was up 13-12 and had 
an opportunity to go up two, 
however goaltender Aiello 
took matters into her own 
hands.

Aiello had the most spec-
tacular save of the season 
when she prevented a pen-
alty shot from going in. She 
started behind the net and 
when the play ensued she 
sprinted to the front of the 

net, laid out and made a div-
ing stop.

Coach Dolan said of the 
save, “You had to see it to be-
lieve it.”

With a 1:32 remaining Ol-
ivia Cabral ’14 converted on a 
penalty shot from the 12 me-
ter mark, knotting the game 
at 13.

“It was a great comeback 
by the girls in blue and their 
willingness to dig down, 
compete with pride and fin-
ish strong was very impres-
sive,” said Coach Dolan.

Andover capped off its 
season with a spectacular 
OT win over archrival Ex-
eter.

Andover came out on fire 
and took an early 2-0 lead. 
Exeter, however, was able 
to tie it back and up and the 
score proceeded to go back 
and forth throughout the 
first half.

In the second, the scoring 
continued to fluctuate, with 
3:43 remaining, Andover 
was able to take the lead 9-8. 
Continuing with the trend 
Exeter proceeded to tie it up. 

With a little over a minute 
left. Exeter won the faceoff 
and called a timeout. With 
43 seconds remaining fol-
lowing the timeout Exeter 
scored to force overtime.

In OT, Andover went up 
first and yet again Exeter 
was able to answer.

With 25 seconds remain-
ing, Collins passed the ball to 
Cabral for the game winner, 
finishing the season off with 
a huge win over its archrival.

“I am so proud of our team 
and could not have imagined 
a better way to end my An-
dover athletic career,” said 
Novis. 

Coach Dolan said, “[They] 
played and exuded a ‘refuse 
to lose’ attitude and will all 
night.”

GIRLSLACROSSE

Novis and McCall Win
NEPSAC All-Star Award

By Payton Jancsy
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

The Cycling team fin-
ished the season with a 
strong last race at Profile 
and a friendly time trial at 
Exeter. 

The Boys A team had 
a fourth place finish by 
Ian Whittall ’14. Whittall 
has performed excellent-
ly this season with two 
fourth place finishes, and 
an eigth, tenth and 13th 
place finish during the 
season.

The Boys A team has 
no graduating riders and 
therefore will hopefully 
improve during the off-
season and perform better 
next year. 

The girls’ Captain Ra-
chel Wittenberg ’13 is 
graduating this year. The 
loss of Wittenberg will 
hurt the team but it hopes 
to find new riders who 
will be able to take her 
place.

Sean Burkitt ’14 said, 
“Next year I’m excited to 
see how our team does. 

The fact that we are only 
graduating three female 
riders and no male riders 
means that we have a very 
strong chance at doing 
great next year. We are 
still looking for our fourth 
Boys A riders to round out 
the field and I’m excited 
to see who steps up to fill 
that place.”

 Although neither the 
boys nor the girls team 
finished in the top spot 
throughout the year, the 
team had consistent top 
ten finishers in Logan 
Blaine ’14, Burkitt, Whit-
tall, Zoe Chazen ’14 and 
Wittenberg.

 Wittenberg finished 
with a third place finish, 
three second place finish-
es and a fourth and sixth 
place finish. 

Wittenberg was dom-
inant this year and her 
leadership and skill will 
be missed immensely in 
the coming years.

“This year’s team start-
ed out as a mix of a few 
experienced riders and a 
bunch of team members 

who were extremely new 
to the sport,” said Burkitt. 
“I was wary of our results 
at the beginning of the 
season but through a lot 
of hard work, a few crash-
es, and some great team 
camaraderie we ended up 
with some great finishes.” 

 The team grew very 
close this season and 
pushed each other to do 
the best possible at all 
times. The hard work put 
in every practice lead to 
the team’s success late in 
the season.

 Cycling was clearly un-
derperforming at the start 
of the season. However, 
it addressed the prob-
lems and worked hard to 
improve. The team made 
great strides and hopes 
to continue this upward 
trend into next year’s sea-
son.

 “I think our team’s low 
point this year was just af-
ter the Exeter Team Time 
Trial,” said Burkitt. “We 
had a bunch of crashes 
that injured experienced 
and new riders alike and 

one injury that keep Nona 
out for most of the season. 
We were tired and bruised 
but after that race we 
got our act together and 
had some great finishes 
at both White Mountain 
school and Profile.”

 The team finished the 
year well and will hope to 
start off on the right foot 
next year.

CYCLING

Wittenberg Cruises to 
Three Second Place Finishes

By Ryan Simard
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Captain Hailey Novis ’13 takes a shot on net.
Z.GALLAGHER/THE PHILLIPIAN

As the two-time defend-
ing New England Champi-
ons, Andover Boys Crew 
started off the season feel-
ing strong and unstoppa-
ble, aspiring for a three 
peat at NEIRA’s, but the 
team could not make its 
dream a reality. 

At NEIRA’s, B1 had a 
strong, fluid qualifying 
heat, but finished sixth in 
the Grand Final. It rowed 
tight and had to work to 
maintain its speed, mak-
ing the race much more 
difficult than it needed to 
be. 

B2 won its qualifying 
heat, but came in third in 
the final race by a few mil-
liseconds. The boat gave 
all it had and pushed itself 
to row as fast as possible. 

Andover’s B3 came in 
first in its race for the sec-
ond year in a row, finish-
ing a great season for the 
boat.

The team was sporadic 
during the regular season 
due to many lineup alter-
ations and rough weath-
er. The boats struggled to 
find speed and a winning 
attitude, which negatively 
impacted its results.

Despite this up and 
down season, the Coach-
es held the team together 
and instilled many valu-
able traits in the team.

“Coach Washburn and 
Coach Hurley teach all 
the best traits, hard work, 
dedication, courage, hon-
esty, teamwork, you name 
it, rowing at Andover will 
teach you to appreciate 
its importance,” said Sam 
Green ’13, a member of B1. 
“I can’t now imagine my 
life without rowing, and 
Andover Crew will stay 
with me forever.”

As NEIRA’s approached, 
both B1 and B2 regained 
confidence and began to 

row faster and win more 
races. The highlight of 
the program’s season was 
the last week of the regu-
lar season, when all seven 
boats in the program beat 
NMH and Hingham, in-
cluding a new course re-
cord set by B1. 

In contrast, the biggest 
disappointment of the 
season was giving up the 
Dent Oars to rival Kent, a 
team that also proved to 
be a tough competitor at 
NEIRA’s. 

With a season full of ups 
and downs, B1 finished 
with a record of 3-4 and 
B2 with a recrod of 5-2.

“Though it was an up 
and down season, this year 
was the best of my three 
years of Andover Crew,” 
said Green. “We didn’t al-
ways perform that well in 
races, but the bond that all 
of us on the first boat and 
in the program formed 
made the season memora-
ble. I couldn’t ask to have 
rowed with a higher quali-
ty group of guys.”

 Many improvements 
and adjustments regard-
ing boat speed and pow-
er were made throughout 
the season. Its biggest 
improvement was in boat 
chemistry, allowing B1 to 
work together and feel 
the common motion in the 
boat. 

It was very important 
that the members of the 
boat rely on one another 
and push each other de-
spite the up and down sea-
son.

“My fondest memories 
of Andover have been out 
on the Merrimack,” said 
Kevin Newhall ’13, a mem-
ber of B2. “These last few 
practices have been hard 
for me. I look around, 
see all the rowers, all the 
friends I’ve made by being 
a part of such an awesome 
team, and I don’t want to 
leave. I know they will go 

on to row again next year 
and have phenomenal sea-
sons, and what hurts the 
most is I won’t be there 
to help them out...I’ll miss 
them a lot, they are great 
guys.”

“After everything is all 
and done, I am leaving this 
team with a sense of ca-
maraderie that you could 
never find anywhere else,” 
said Andrew Xuan ’13. 
“This was a team that left 
a lasting impression on me 
and given me something 
that I would love to do for 
the rest of my life.”

BOYSCREW

B1 Sets Course Record 
Against NMH and Hingham

B1 rows in one of its races.
COURTESY OF ANDOVER CREW

Andover Boys Volleyball 
ended its season with a 
second place finish in the 
Founding Four North East-
ern Championship Tourna-
ment. 

Andover finished its sea-
son with a 4-4 record, fall-
ing back to .500 by losing 
its last two games.

Although Andover was 
seeded number one in the 
league in late April after 
rebounding from an earlier 
loss and defeating NMH, 
Andover fell behind due to 
two consecutive losses to 
Wilbraham and Monson 3-1 
and Choate 3-2.

Andover started the sea-
son slowly with a loss to 
NMH 3-1, but it recovered 
and secured three consec-
utive wins against Wilbra-
ham and Monson 3-2, Cho-
ate 3-1, and NMH 3-0.

Following Andover’s 
losses to Wilbraham and 
Monson and Choate at the 
end of the regular season, 

Volleyball entered the tour-
nament seeded in second 
place. 

After dominating NMH 
in the semi-final match, 
winning the game 3-0, An-
dover played Choate in the 
finals for the Champion-
ship Title. 

Andover took the early 
lead by winning the first set 
against Choate; however, 
Choate picked up its ener-
gy, won the second set, and 
carried its momentum into 
the third set to win again. 

After a swift Andover re-
covery and victory in the 
fourth set, the game went 
to the deciding fifth set ties 
2-2.

In the set, Choate was 
not deterred by Andover’s 
attempted comeback and 
won the final set 15-10, 
clinching the win and the 
Championship Title.

Most of the standout 
players on the team this 
season are the four grad-
uating Seniors: Theo Agbi 
’13, Haonan Li ’13, Chris 
Wang ’13 and David Crane 

’13.
These players have all 

been members of the team 
for multiple years, and this 
season, all four started for 
each game with Agbi play-
ing middle hitter, Li setter, 
Wang outside hitter, and 
Crane opposite.

“I think all four of our 
Seniors were really great 
this year,” said outside hit-
ter Tom Johst ’15. “They 
really pulled through for 
us. Crane and Wang were 
really great hitters, and 
their impressive offense 
would not have been possi-
ble without Li’s consistent 
sets. Theo developed into 
a middle this season that 
could block hits you would 
not think possible.”

In the last game for An-
dover, Li contributed an in-
credible 30 assists and Agbi 
smashed 9 kills, hitting 33 
out of 34 and recorded 8 
stuff blocks. 

Crane helped secure 
many wins this season, es-
pecially in Andover’s first 
win of the season against 

Choate when Crane served 
an incredible total of 18 ser-
vice points and 5 aces.

Alex Tamkin ’14 was 
one of the more consistent 
players this year, routinely 
scoring more than ten kills 
and 20 hits per game. In the 
final match against Choate, 
however, Tamkin had an 
outstanding performance 
of 19 kills, hitting 38 out of 
42.

“I am really going to miss 
the Seniors next year as 
they were not only great 
leaders on the court, but 
they also helped motivate 
us during practice by set-
ting the example of how 
a volleyball player should 
play and act,” said Johst.

Tamkin and libero Ji Tae 
Park ’14 will be Co-Cap-
tains of the team next sea-
son, and with archrival 
Exeter and hopefully other 
schools entering the league 
for the first time next year, 
the Captains are ready to 
lead the team to victory as 
Andover competes against 
more schools.

Andover Falls in Finals 
After Up-and-Down Season

By Isabel Taylor
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

BOYSVOLLEYBALL
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With twelve varsity 
letters, the most athlet-
ic senior superlative, and 
the Phelps Award to her 
name, Hailey Novis’ ’13 
athletic performance and 
leadership ability have 
earned her the Phillip-
ian’s 2012-2013 Female 
Athlete of the Year.

Novis started her Ando-
ver career playing soccer, 
swimming, and lacrosse. 
She made the transition to 
Cross Country her lower 
year and has kept with her 
winter and spring sports 
throughout her time at 
Andover.

Novis unrelenting work 
ethic has played a huge 
part in her athletic suc-
cess at Andover on and off 
the field and has gained 
admiration from many 
teammates, not only as an 
athlete, but as a leader as 
well.

“Hailey inspires her 
teammates, and sets an 
example for them to fol-
low. She works harder 
than anyone else, and 
takes every bruise and 
check with a positive atti-
tude. Hailey gives herself 
fully to the team—when 
it is game time, she puts 
100% of her focus there. 
She is supportive to her 
teammates, and shows 
through her tenacity and 
dedication what it means 
to be a leader and an ath-
lete. I am impressed by 
Hailey, and proud of her” 
said Lacrosse teammate 
Tessa Peterson ’15.

Anoush Shehadeh ’15, 
Novis’ Cross Country 
teammate, said, “One of 
the most amazing things 

about Hailey is the atti-
tude she brought to every 
practice. No matter the 
weather she was always 
smiling, happy, positive 
and energetic, and be-
cause of that she was a 
fantastic leader. She also 
got to know each of us 
personally, which was 
so nice. She was a great 
teammate and captain and 
I’m so glad I got to run 
with her for a season.”

Not only has Novis 
earned this admiration 
from teammates, but 
coaches as well.

Kate Dolan, Head 
Coach of Andover’s Girls 
Lacrosse said, “’Leader 
by example’ doesn’t even 
begin to describe Hailey’s 
impact on her teammates. 
With her relentless work 
ethic and unmatched 
toughness, Hailey is a tre-
mendous role model for 
her teammates. She is re-
spected and admired be-
cause she combines hard 
work, toughness with 
kindness and humility. 
Hailey is humble beyond 
words and everything she 
does is for the sake of the 
team.”

No matter what sport 
she was playing, Novis 
showed tenacity and de-
termination, and exempli-
fied day in and day out. 

“Hailey was consis-
tently the first person 
in the pool every single 
day,” said Girls Swim-
ming Coach Paul Murphy, 
“Through the years, she 
emerged as a true leader 
among her peers - show-
ing commitment, strength 
and good humor. She led 
by example every day for 
four great years on this 
extraordinary team.”

Novis’ work ethic and 

will to win are exempli-
fied through her domi-
nance on the field as well. 

“On the lacrosse field, 
Hailey is a complete play-
er – she does it all. She 
plays midfield so she is 
running the entire game – 
she plays offense, defense 
and is key to our two way 
transition game.  There is 
nothing she doesn’t do” 
said Coach Dolan.

On top of all of this, 
Novis has also enjoyed 
athletic success outside 
of Andover, as she is a 
nationally ranked triath-
lete. In 2012, Novis’s up-
per year, she placed 9th 
at junior nationals and 
q u a l i - fied for the 
I T U national 

c h a m -
p i o n -
ships in 
Beijing, but 
was plagued 
with injuries and 
could not go. This is 
a true testament to her 
immeasurable capabili-
ties. 

Novis has been a triath-
lete ever since she can re-
member. 

“I’ve run since I was 
about five years old. My 
siblings and I did the little 
kids events. We were all 
big swimmers and liked 
to run. My first kids event 
was when I was five and I 
joined a team when I was 
in eighth grade, and I’ve 
just been doing them ever 
since” said Novis.

Triathlons have not 
only improved Novis’ 
physical abilities, but her 
mental strength, too. 

“Triathlons would be 
my favorite sports be-
cause it’s 3 in one, but 
it’s also the most pain-

ful. There’s no stopping 
and no time to catch your 
breath. It helped me push 
through everything here 
and taught me to keep go-
ing until you see the fin-
ish line and cross it” said 
Novis.

Other huge factors 
in Novis’ development 
throughout her career 
have been her coaches. 

“Coach Dolan and 
Coach Fenton pretty 
much taught me every-
thing what it means to be 
an athlete,” Novis said. 
“Everything from getting 
knocked down, to stand-
ing up, and to lift your 
head high and keep go-
ing. I’ve learned sports-
m a n s h i p 
t h r o u g h 
all of my 
c o a c h -
es.”

N o v i s ’ s 
f o n d e s t 

m e m -
ory of 
her An-
dover ca-
reer was 
her final 
game in an 
Andover uni-
form, as Girls 
Lacrosse defeated 
Exeter 12-11 in over-
time. “It was the best 
way to end my Ando-
ver athletic career. After 

they had the ball in the 
last eight seconds and we 
scrambled to hit it away, 
then ended up winning 
by one goal in overtime. It 
was a lot of fun as we got 
to jump off the bridge 
after the win into the 
water. It was definite-
ly best way to end my 
sports here” said 
Novis.

“A g a i n s t 
E x e t e r 
H a i l e y 
and our 
t h r e e 
s e n i o r s 
[Cara Daly ‘13, 
Giovanna Pick-
ering ’13, and 
Kaitlin Poor ‘13] 
imparted and 

d e m o n s t r a t e d 
to their team-
mates an ar-

dent and 
p a l p a b l e 
‘refuse to 

l o s e ’ 
a t -

t i -

tude and mentality. They 
showed their teammates 
the way with their actions 
and that will be their leg-
acy--that effort, that will 
and determination against 

Exeter,” said Coach 
Dolan.

Novis will take 
more than just her 
athleticism and 

leadership abil-
ities with 

her as 
s h e 
m o v e s 
on to 
g r e a t e r 
achieve-
ments, 

“[Sports] has 
just always 
been a part of 

my life and 
been the 
way I’ve 
met a lot of 
my closest 

friends. It 
has been a lot of fun. You 
get really close and it’s 
a really good network 
to be apart of, espe-
cially because of re-
lationships you form 

because they last forever. 
You have to trust each and 
be willing to sacrifice for 
each other. I’ve definitely 
gained a lot of relation-
ships that will last a life-
time” said Novis.

 Novis’s athletic will 
not end at the university 
level. She will be taking a 
year off next year and will 
continue to play lacrosse 
at Harvard University in 
the fall of 2014.  

FEMALE ATHLETE OF THE YEAR

By Patrick Daly
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Demonstrating un-
matched skill and leader-
ship on the ice and on the 
field, on offense and on de-
fense, Larken Kemp ’13 has 
truly embodied the versatil-
ity, talent, and mentality of 
an extraordinary athlete in 
his three years here at An-
dover. 

Awarded the Kalkstein 
Award for Team’s Most 
Valuable Player last year, 
named an All-American this 

year for 
lacrosse, 

a n d 

named All New England for 
football in addition to hold-
ing school records in both 
sports, he has earned the re-
spect of his coaches, team-
mates, and The Phillipian’s 
2012-2013 Male Athlete of 
The Year.

As a key player on Ando-
ver Football, Andover Boys 
Hockey, and Andover Boys 
Lacrosse, Kemp’s contribu-
tions since his Lower year 
have been invaluable to all 
three teams. Perhaps most 
indicative of his athletic 
ability, however, as well as 
a major turning point in his 
life, was his transition from 
playing offensive midfield to 
defenseman in lacrosse his 
Lower Year at Andover.

“I’ve been playing la-
crosse since I was five 

or six, when my 
dad got me into 

it, and soph-
omore year 
here I played 
midfield but 

switched halfway through 
to defense. It was Coach 
Moreland, really, I give him 
all the credit,” said Kemp. 
“He saw me and thought I’d 
be a better long stick mid-
fielder and defenseman. He 
was right.”

“He has a competitiveness 
like nobody I’ve ever seen,” 
said Coach Moreland. “I’ve 
never seen anybody want 

to win as badly as he 
does, and act on 

it all the time. 
We needed 

another defenseman, so we 
had him try it, and he played 
with a ton of confidence, 
which was great; he played 
the way I knew he could 
play.”

In his Upper year, Kemp 
set the school record for 
goals, points, and ground 
balls in a year for a defense-
man with 12 goals, 32 points 
and 128 ground balls on 
top of his 22 assists and 67 
caused turnovers. 

“On defense, you can ei-
ther use your body or you 
can match feet while throw-
ing checks. It’s kind of a 
cat-and-mouse game  where 
it’s a team sport, but in real-
ity defense is really a one-
on-one match up, which I 
love about it. I’m so glad I 
switched to it, because it fits 
my personality better too,” 
Kemp said.

Kemp’s switch to defense 
translated into his perfor-
mance in football and hock-
ey as well. Kemp started 
both offense and defense 
for football this past year af-
ter a yearlong hiatus, diving 
right back in and setting the 
school record for receiving 
yards in game with an im-
pressive 237 yards against 
Cushing Academy. 

In addition, he averaged 
2 1 . 6 5 yards per 
c a t c h with a to-
tal of 26 r e -

ceptions, 563 yards total, 
and seven touchdowns.

“When teams look to stop 
us, they always look to how 
to stop the star, and Larken 
was our star,” said Head 
Coach Leon Modeste. “And 
though they did stop us at 
times, they did not stop him. 
He came out again because 
he liked the guys on the 
team, and he’s just that kind 
of phenomenal athlete.”

“He’s fast. He’s fearless. 
From day one, he was just an 
explosive, explosive guy and 
a very positive force on the 
team,” he continued.

DeWitt Burnham ’16 add-
ed, “The biggest thing about 
Kemp is that he wouldn’t let 
the emotions of a game [af-
fect] his play…He used his 
athleticism to make plays 
and was seemingly always 
in the right place at the 
right time. It was a pleasure 
watching him play.

In addition to Kemp’s re-
cord setting season, he was 
named to the All New En-
gland team. 

“I know they really strug-
gled the year I took off, so 
I wanted to come back and 
help them out,” said Kemp. 
“There’s no sport like [foot-
ball] in terms of the contact 
and the compete level, so it’s 
a lot of fun. [Being named 
All New England] was such 
an honor, and Coach Mo is 

great. It’s a great team to 
be a part of.”

In hock-
ey, Kemp 

switched 
to defense as well 
halfway through t h i s 
past season due to a 
shortage of defenseman, still 
scoring a total of 9 points for 
the team. 

“I had never played de-
fense [in hockey] before, but 
I play defense in lacrosse 

so the coaches thought I 
could handle it. We had 

guys injured, and we needed 
someone to step up and go 
back there, so it worked out 
and it ended up being great. 
It wasn’t too bad, especial-
ly with my partner, Connor 
Light [‘13]; he was great, he 
definitely bailed me out a 
few times,” said Kemp.

“Because Larken has such 
an athletic mind, this transi-
tion was an easy one for him 
and he played a major part 
in our second half success,” 
said Head Coach Dean Boy-
lan in an email to The Phil-
lipian. 

“Larken’s passion really 
stands out. He loves to com-
pete and this is a trait that 
allows him to win battles on 
the ice. Larken has been a 
lot of fun to coach. He has a 
great sense of humor which 
is always at play in the lock-
er room. While Larken is 
certainly very gifted physi-
cally, I believe it is his athlet-
ic anticipation that sets him 
apart. He sees what is about 
to happen instead of just re-
acting to what has already 
happened.” he continued.

These major transitions 
in all three sports would not 
have been possible without 
Kemp’s incredible physical 
talent and versatility as an 
athlete. From his dedica-
tion to his determination, to 
his modesty and his sense 
of humor, Kemp has left all 
his coaches and teammates 
with the model of an all-
around team player.

“It’s his work ethic.; no 
one worked harder. I admire 
guys like him; he doesn’t 
give you the fake hustle. 
When the game’s on the 
line, he’s going full out, and 
that’s what I really want. It’s 
every day; he takes care of 
himself, he’s sarcastic but in 
a good way,  he puts himself 
down, he’s pretty humble, 
but on every play in prac-
tice, he gives it his all,” said 
Coach Modeste. “He’s been 

a joy to coach, he made me 
laugh. He and I would go at 
it, just for fun, and he’s one 
of my truly favorite kids that 
I have coached. He’s the 
man.”

“I think it spoke a lot to his 
ability as an athlete since he 
had only played forward for 
us over the past few years, 
but I knew I could count on 
him even when we put him 
back on defense.  It was fun 
to watch, in both hockey and 
lacrosse, seeing him adjust 
to different circumstances 
and being a huge contrib-
utor no matter where the 
coach put him,” said Connor 
Light ’13, co-captain of the 
hockey team.

Speed is huge, he has an 
excellent stick, but really it’s 
his will to win,” said Coach 
Moreland. “I’ve seen a lot of 
fast guys with a lot of good 
sticks that just don’t have 
that compete level, so it re-
ally comes down to his will 
to win. He happens to be 
a gifted athlete, but if you 
combine that gift with that 
unbelievable will to win, he 
really comes off the field 
without losing any battles.”

“Honestly, almost every 
game, he creates new mem-
ories…I wish him well in his 
next year, and I wish I could 
continue coaching, but I’ll 
follow him from afar,” he 
continued. 

“Coach Moreland is like 
a father figure to me really. 
We have such a close rela-
tionship…That was the key, 
really, my switch to defense, 
in terms of recruiting, in 
terms of my time here,” said 
Kemp.

Kemp will go on to play 
lacrosse at Brown Universi-
ty  this fall, but he has a lega-
cy here at Andover that will 
not be forgotten.

“I love Andover and I’m 
glad I came,” he said. “I’ll 
miss the guys; I’ll miss wear-
ing the Andover Blue.”

MALE ATHLETE OF THE YEAR

Larken Kemp ’13
By Jamie Chen

PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER
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Head Coach Clyfe Beck-
with led Andover Girls Vol-
leyball to an undefeated reg-
ular season and a semifinal 
finish in the New England 
Tournament, earning him 
The Phillipian’s Coach of the 
Fall Term. 

After assuming the role of 
Head Coach of Girls Volley-
ball in 1998, Coach Beckwith 
has guided the team to six 
New England Championship 
games, winning the title an 
impressive total of four times.

In Switzerland, where he 
grew up, Coach Beckwith 
started for his high school’s 
competitive volleyball team, 
while also playing on the Zu-
rich select team. He contin-
ued his volleyball career in 
the United States, playing for 
Dartmouth College and club 
teams in Boston during grad-
uate school.

He credits his playing ex-
perience with laying down 
the foundation for much of 
his coaching philosophy. 

“I had the pleasure of play-
ing on many teams, and [hold-
ing] many different roles... 
That experience reinforced 

for me that putting a suc-
cessful team together means 
assigning a player a role that 
benefits the team the most, 
not necessarily what they 
would have liked to play,” said 
Beckwith.

Coach Beckwith stresses 
strong team chemistry. Beck-
with realizes that in a sport 
like volleyball, a sense of team 
unity is necessary to build 
a successful team and help 
maintain its form.

“Any member of a team 
needs to know her role on the 
team, practice to be the best 
in that role, and then during 
competition, adjust/support/
push teammates to pursue 
the same goal,” he added. “I 
like to coach in threes: antic-
ipate, readiness, execution. 
We practice as a team, we lose 
as a team, we win as a team.”

Through his practices, 
Beckwith works to create a 
competitive yet positive, en-
joyable environment. Many 
of the players credit his en-
couragement with a major, 
defining role in their success.

“He’s always very enthusi-
astic, very encouraging... Even 
when we are playing poorly, 
he inspires us to do better.” 

said Captain Alexi Bell ’13. 
“There’s never a time when 
we are dreading to come to 
practice.”

“By believing in us so 
much, he made us want to 
win for him,” said Alex Beck-
er ’15. “He expects us to keep 
our energy up and play our 
hearts out.”

The blend of play and 
hard work translates into the 
team’s superb dynamic and 
performances displayed on 
the court.

“I expect the same from me 
as I do from anyone in the vol-
leyball program: accountabil-
ity, preparation, compassion.  
If ever it stops being fun, then 
let someone else take [a] stab 
at it and pursue something 
that is fun,” said Coach Beck-
with.

This core belief is one of 
the reasons Coach Beckwith 
does not place a primacy on 
undefeated streaks. 

“My only worry is whether 
we play our best; let the chips 
fall where they may as far as 
winning is concerned.  Losing 
a tight match teaches us more 
about who we are than win-
ning does,” he said.

He drew attention to the 

team’s loss to Choate in the 
semifinals in the 2012 season.

“We did not play well in 
the first two sets.  We made 
uncharacteristic mistakes, 
forced certain plays that we 
did not usually focus on,” he 
said. “Had we lost in three 
sets that day, I would have 
been disappointed.  But, the 
team came back and won the 
next two sets, even took the 
lead in the fifth deciding set.”

“Although disappointed 
that the seniors could not 
claim a victory that day, I 
walked out of that gym wor-
rying about the morale of the 
team, but incredibly proud of 
how they played, won, and 
lost as a team,” Coach Beck-
with added.

Despite his devotion to the 
sport and the high expecta-
tions he holds for his players, 
Coach Beckwith will be the 
first to move on after a loss.

“My priorities, as by any of 
our coaches, are made clear 
from the start: health, fami-
ly, academics, team, and only 
then [the] individual player,” 
he wrote.

Beckwith works to have an 
impact on his players both on 
and off the court.

“I think because of [Coach] 
Clyfe [Beckwith]’s attitude, 
he’s helped the team to have 
a really great spirit,” said Bell.

“He goes out of his way to 
make sure we are all ok, even 
outside of the season,” said 
Becker. 

Next season the team 
hopes to grab a fifth NEPSAC 
championship after coming 
close this year. Under the 
mentoring of Coach Beck-
with, their aspirations seem 
quite realizable.

COACH OF FALL TERM

Coach Clye Beckwith: Girls Volleyball
By Andrew Zheng

PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

After joining the Ando-
ver community in 2009 
as an assistant coach for 
Andover Indoor Track, 
Coach Bill Blood passed 
away in the middle of 
his fourth season at the 
age of 63. The four years 
he spent as an assistant 
coach will most definitely 
have a life-long impact on 
the lives he touched, and 
his devotion to his players 
was unparalleled. In or-
der to show it’s extreme 
appreciation, The Phillip-
ian honors him Coach of 
the Winter Term. 

“A living legend in the 
Merrimack Valley region 
as a baseball and track 
coach” according to Lou 
Bernieri, Assistant Track 
and Field Coach. Blood 
had an impact at Ando-
ver right from the get-go, 
helping both Boys and 

Girls Track to win New 
England titles.

Although sprinter 
Charlie Jarvis ’15 only 

worked with him during 
the spring season last 
year, she said, “Coach 
Blood taught us all about 

the value of a good work 
ethic, and that the qual-
ity of our work was just 
as important as the time 
we put in. He was one of 
those coaches that made 
sure everybody did every 
drill right.

She added, “I remem-
ber how at the end of ev-
ery race he’d be waiting to 
ask me my time, and even 
when I PRd he’d always 
give me the same “not 
bad”. He had great faith in 
every single one of us, and 
inspired us each to believe 
in our own potential.”

Although Coach Blood 
started working at An-
dover in 2009 as an As-
sistant Coach, he devot-
ed his entire life to the 
teaching of adolescents, 
first as a physical edu-
cation teacher at public 
schools in Methuen, and 
later as coach of a vari-
ety of sports such as bas-
ketball, baseball, football, 

and track.
His legacy at the 

Methuen schools will be 
remembered for years to 
come, and according to 
“The Eagle Tribune” in 
2011, Blood was entered 
into the Methuen High 
School Hall of Fame for 
his years dedicated to 
coaching.

Blood also had a lasting 
impact on hurdler Diana 
Tchadi ’16. She said, “His 
knowledge of the sport 
was infinite and [he] had 
respect from every sin-
gle member of the team. 
He challenged me and 
pushed me beyond all lim-
its I thought I had.” 

She added, “He even 
took the time out of his 
day to come to campus 
and do personal work-
outs with me on Satur-
days when there was no 
practice. His passion and 
dedication to the sport 
brought out the maximum 

skill in all of us.”
Blood took his role as 

coach seriously and gave 
himself completely to his 
players. “[Coach Blood] 
didn’t just see me as an 
athlete; he cared for me 
as a person too. He always 
asked me how soccer, 
school, family, and oth-
er things were going. For 
that reason, he was the 
closest thing I have ever 
known to a father figure,” 
said Tchadi.

She added, “He would 
have wanted us to draw 
inspiration from this trag-
ic situation. To use this to 
push us further than we 
have ever gone before.” 

“Every race we run from 
this point on is for him,” 
Tchadi continued. “Every 
exercise, every set, every 
repetition, ever lap, every 
hurdle, every workout, ev-
ery minute, every second, 
every day, we will push 
ourselves for him.”

COACH OF WINTER TERM

Coach Bill Blood: Indoor Track
By Isabel Taylor

PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Coach Peter Drench lead 
Andover Softball to its 
third consecutive Big East 
Title this year. His abil-
ity to consistently coach 
Andover in the right di-

rection has earned him 
this Spring’s Coach of the 
Term.

Although it is only in 
the past three years that 
Andover Softball has tak-
en the spotlight, Drench 
has been coaching Varsity 

Softball at Andover since 
1987. Since 1973, Andover 
Softball has won about 
three quarters of the over 
400 games they’ve played 
under Drench.

Drench grew up around 
softball - his father played 
baseball and softball, and 
his mother coached base-
ball. However, Drench did 
not plan on becoming a 
coach. 

“I didn’t set out to be-
come a coach anymore 
than I set out to become 
a teacher,” said Drench. 
“It’s just that when I did 
become a teacher, in my 
third job, I was asked to 
help out [with the softball 
team]. Then I was invited 
to coach the junior varsi-
ty and I needed the mon-
ey – which was really little 
money, it was almost noth-
ing but I needed it, I had a 
young family, and we lived 
near the field – it seemed 
like a good idea, and I 
thought I would do it for 
one year.”

Drench’s coached his Ju-
nior Varsity team to a very 
successful season, and af-

ter the program’s Varsity 
coach left, Drench was 
asked to take the job. Orig-
inally thinking he would 
coach until his Junior 
Varsity players graduated, 
Drench is still coaching 37 
years later.

Drench believes being 
yourself is the one of the 
most important qualities of 
coaching. However, he also 
believes patience accom-
panies personal authentic-
ity. Drench has a vision of 
all his players, and his pa-
tience allows him to mold 
them into champions.

“I’m coaching younger 
players, they’re still devel-
oping, and I need to give 
them time. At the same 
time, I need to be able to 
articulate for them the 
players I think they can be-
come before they can even 
see it. And then I have to be 
patient enough to see that 
happen,” added Drench.

In order to help his team 
develop, Drench gives all 
the players chances in 
games to improve. One of 
his core goals is to have 
the team peak during the 

last ten days of the season, 
right before the Big East 
tournament.

Drench doesn’t mind 
losing a few early games if 
it means the team will be 
at its best during the most 
crucial week of the sea-
son. However, because of 
extraordinarily consistent 
players, Andover’s 2013 
season consisted of 10 vic-
tories and no losses.

“He always pushes us 
to do our best. He al-
ways comes up with new 
drills,” said Caitlin Clancy 
’13. “Every time we have 
something wrong with 
our swing, or something 
wrong with our throw, he 
really wants everyone to 
succeed and get better, not 
just the best players to get 
even better. He wants all 
the players to continue to 
get better.”

Besides escaping the 
desk and the classroom, 
Drench loves coaching 
softball because it is an 
opportunity to flex his 
creativity in order to re-
invent a new team each 
year. Drench enjoys seeing 

a team unite and become 
more than a group of stu-
dents wearing the same 
uniform.

As a History teacher and 
Department Head, Drench 
recognizes the challenge of 
balancing academics and 
athletics. After two weeks 
of the season, Drench talk-
ed with his players to de-
cide one day a week they 
can take off for work. Be-
ing a teacher and a coach 
helps him understand all 
the moving parts that his 
players deal with.

Drench’s motto for suc-
cess on the field is “Pitch-
ing First, Defense Second”.  
Over the years, Drench 
evolved this philosophy 
because he realized it was 
the best way for Andover 
to stay competitive. This 
season, Andover had pitch-
ers Co-Captain Kayla Ma-
loney ’13, Ravenne Nasser 
’15, and Jen Kaplan ’15.

“I love the sport,” said 
Drench. “You don’t know 
everything, you can’t know 
everything, and the game 
will remind you of that, 
even if the players don’t.”

COACH OF SPRING TERM

Coach Peter Drench: Softball
By Eden Livingston

PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER
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Sam Block ’14 M.LEGGETT/THE PHILLIPIAN

Kaitlin Simpson ’14 T.JOHST/THE PHILLIPIAN

Matt Hosman ’15 Z.GALLAGHER/THE PHILLIPIAN

Derek Yau ’15 T.JOHST/THE PHILLIPIAN

Girls Varsity Swimming A.WESTFALL/THE PHILLIPIAN Adele Bernhard ’14 S.DIEKEMA/THE PHILLIPIAN

Joe Verhaegh ’13 J.QU/THE PHILLIPIANChristian Vallis ’14 W.REID/THE PHILLIPIAN
Eliza Quigley ’15

E.AVVAKUMOVA/THE PHILLIPIAN

Nate Meehan ’14
S.DIEKEMA/THE PHILLIPIAN Evagelia Toffoloni ’15

J.QU/THE PHILLIPIAN

Anoush Shehadeh ’15
S.DIEKEMA/THE PHILLIPIAN

Foster LeBoeuf ’15 S.DIEKEMA/THE PHILLIPIAN
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