
Andover is renowned amongst 
prep schools for its stunning 
architectural features and beautiful 
campus, yet there is always a need 
for improvement in Academy 
facilities.  It seems as if every year 
upon returning to Academy Hill a 
new project has begun, whether 
it was the Memorial Bell Tower, 
Gelb Science Center, Isham, 
proposed Commons and Pearson 
renovations etc.   The next step in 
the campus beautifi cation project 
has begun on two buildings: 
George Washington Hall, and 
Borden Gym. 

An e-mail was sent to all faculty 
and staff explaining the renovation 
plans for GW.  According to Gary 
Mignault, the project manager, 
the stories of scaffolding and 
construction equipment are a 
response to various leakage issues 
in the building.  Mignault said, 
“…it was determined that the 
major source of the water entering 
the building were the six large 
chimneys.  Porous masonry joints, 
frost cracks, and chimney fl ashing 
all needed attention.  It was also 

discovered that the copper pans 
within the chimneys that catch 
any water that may fi lter through 
the masonry were in need of 
replacement.”  Mignault also said 
that the renovations were about 
“60% complete,” but had not yet 
set an estimated completion date. 

A further e-mail to students 
from Dean of Students and 
Residential Life Marlys Edwards 
warned students that the 
scaffolding was dangerous, and 
that students caught climbing 
on the structure would face 
disciplinary action.

More work is also ongoing 
in the Borden Gym, also part 
of  necessary maintenance.  
Scaffolding has been erected in 
the large hall between the pool 
and the weight room.  

According to the Athletic 
Offi ce, this is also an attempt to 
stop leakage, however this time 
the main source of water is coming 
from a skylight.  The Academy 
has made plans to fi x this skylight; 
however, not all of the parts of 
the skylight have been crafted 
yet.  The reason this renovation 
occurring now as opposed to 
over the summer is due to the 

large group of small children who 
attended Andover Soccer Camp.  
The renovation is expected to be 
complete by October 27th.  

As well, Isham has just fi nished 
up an extensive renovation that left 
the Dormitory out of commission 
for the entire 2005-2006 school 
year.  According to current prefect 
Forea Wang ’07, who also lived 
in the dorm her freshman year, 
the changes to the building were 

drastic.
“They gutted the whole 

building [and] changed the entire 
fl oorplan – the only thing that’s 
the same is the outside” she said. 

Although the dorm rooms 
are slightly smaller, the building 
now has a lobby, a much larger 
common room, and improved 
laundry facilities.

Wang concluded, “The 
renovation was worth it.” 
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Blue Keys cheered as new students drove by, urging them to “honk if you love Andover.”

Blue Keys Welcome 343 New Students to Phillips

Spirited Blue Keys screamed, music 
blasted, and horns blared in response to 
the “Honk if you love Andover” signs as 
new students were treated to a traditional 
Andover welcome on Saturday. 

343 students, selected from the largest 
applicant pool in nearly 20 years, arrived 
at Andover from 34 states and 16 foreign 
countries on Saturday. This year, Dean 
of Students and Residential Life Marlys 
Edwards and Dean of Admission Jane 
Fried decided to add two new events to 
orientation and condense all activities into 
one weekend. In the past, orientation has 
continued on the following Sunday. 

Director of Student Activities Cindy 
Efinger said, “We just thought that kids 
would be a little happier if they didnʼt have 
to get up [again next] Sunday.”

New additions to Orientation Weekend 
took place on Saturday. The biggest change 
was a meeting in the library between house 
counselors or day student advisors, parents 
and new students. The goal of this meeting 
was to foster communication early on in 
the Andover experience, in order to clarify 
the roles of day student advisors and house 
counselors. 

An interfaith leave-taking service was 

also offered this year to new students 
and parents. The service took a spiritual 
approach to easing the emotional weight of 
saying goodbye. 

Tried-and-true activities that 
upperclassmen remember from their 
first days at school took place as well. 
Following a speech from Head of School 
Barbara Landis Chase, new students dashed 
across the lawn after the Blue Keys to learn 
Andover cheers.

The new students then broke into small 
groups and began getting to know one 
another with the help of an assigned Blue 
Key.

On Sunday, students attended meetings 
in CAMD and informational sessions 
on technology and Community Service 
programs at Andover. Blue Keys showed 
new students academic buildings as well as 
the Ryley Room, and showed them how to 
get meals in Commons.

The new walking tour and basic 
demonstrations were designed to alleviate 
the fear of Ryley Room and walking 
through Commons that some new students 
have experienced in the past.

Mrs. Efinger said before orientation, 
“Weʼre actually going to show them some 
very basic kind of things so that they feel 
more comfortable.”

New students officially matriculated 

on Sunday evening. After lining up by 
the Armillary Sphere, students followed 
a bagpipe player across the Great Lawn 
to attend their matriculation ceremony. 
After a brief speech by Mrs. Chase, cluster 
deans passed certificates around circles of 
students

Blue Keys took their groups of new 
students to buy books downtown and to see 
their classrooms on Monday. The rest of 
the day was free for students to acclimate 
themselves to the campus and dorm life. 

Blue Keys Heads arrived on campus to 
prepare for orientation last Thursday. All 
Blue Keys attended a meeting on Friday 
in Kemper and were given schedules and 
their signature brightly colored t-shirts to 
distinguish them from other students. Early 
Saturday morning, Blue Keys stationed 
themselves in dorms, at the Admissions 
Office, in the library, and on the corner of 
Salem Street and Main Street to welcome 
new students.

This yearʼs new students came from 
one of the most competitive applicant pools 
in over a decade. The 2,354 completed 
applications represented a 5% increase 
since last year, and the largest number of 
applicants since 1987 as well as the largest 
number of applications received by any of 

By MADELEINE OʼCONNOR

Over the summer, Oscar L. 
Tang ʼ56, President of the Board 
of Trustees, announced the 
selection of six new trustees.  

Shelly D. Guyer ʼ78 and 
Joshua L. Steiner ʼ83, both 
charter trustees, began their 
first of a possible two eight year 
terms on July 1.  

The alumni body elected 
alumni trustees Michael 
Schmetzler ʼ70 and Susanna A. 
Jones ʼ77 to serve a four year 
term.

Peter T. Hetzler, MD ʼ72 
was elected to serve a three-year 
term as president of the Alumni 
Council.  Alfred A. Blum Jr. ʼ62 
will serve a two-year term as 
co-chair of the Annual Giving 
Board.  

Guyer is an active PA 
alumna and over the years has 
served as class agent, reunion 
gift committee member, and 
Non Sibi agent; she is currently 
a member of the Gift Planning 
Advisory Committee.  

In the past, she has served 
on the Andover Development 
Board.  Guyer was elected as 
an Alumni Trustee in 1992 and 
served a four-year term. 

Steiner, a newly elected 
Charter Trustee, has served as 
a class agent and has been on 
the Andover Developmental 
Board.  He works as a managing 
principal at the Quadrangle 
Group, a private investment 
firm.  

He said, “Trustees have a 
formal fiduciary obligation to 
protect and enhance the schoolʼs 
well-being.  In practice, I hope 
to provide sound advice to the 
Chairman and the Head of School 
as they consider not only the best 
interests of students, faculty and 
staff today, but also the interests 
of generations of students to 
come.”

Steiner continued, “As a 
general matter, however, I am 
particularly interested in ensuring 
that the school draws students 
of every economic, religious, 

By ELINOR 
GARCIA-GARCIA

SIX NEW TRUSTEES

SERVE  ANDOVER

APPOINTED TO

By MADELEINE 
OʼCONNOR

After discussing various 
options, faculty voted on a new 
school calendar for the year 2007-
2008, and decided to introduce 
Assessment week during the 
2006-2007 school year. 

Faculty decided to refi ne 
the current calendar in order to 
standardize and slightly increase 
the number of school days. Under 
the current calendar, the number 
of class days differs each year by 
up to 5 days. The new calendar 
includes almost exactly 150 class 
days, with additional time during 
Assessment Weeks.

Assessment Weeks will 
replace exam weeks. There are 13 
designated assessment days on the 
proposed calendars for both this 
year and next year.

Each day of assessment is 
divided into either two or three 
blocks of time and every class has 
one designated block.  However, 
some select subjects will have an 
additional block each Assessment 
Week.

There is only one day during 
each Assessment Week with three 
blocks. Thus, unless a student is 
taking multiple courses in one 
subject, he will have a maximum 
of three exams on the same day.

Faculty worked together to 
come up with several different 
calendar options, then voted at the 
end of Spring Term to select the 
draft that will likely be adopted 
next year.

The main differences from last 
yearʼs calendar are an additional 
four days added to Thanksgiving 
break, four subtracted from Winter 
Vacation, and no six-day weeks.

The proposed calendar for the 
2007-2008 school year begins with 
new students arriving the Saturday 
after Labor Day weekend, like this 

Model Will be Adopted for
2007-2008 School Year

NEW CALENDAR

WEEKS ABOLISHED

CHOSEN; SIX-DAY

Craig Thorn IV, 47, Beloved
English Teacher and Mentor

By ALEXA REID

Craig Thorn IV, a member 
of Phillips Academy s̓ English 
Department for 26 years, died 
on Monday, June 12, 2006, after 
a two and a half year long battle 
with cancer. He was 47. One of the 
most loved and revered teachers 
on campus, Mr. Thorn is survived 
by his wife, Andrea, son Alex ̓ 04, 
and daughter Kelsey ʼ08. 

Originally from Hudson, New 
York, Mr. Thorn graduated from 
Hudson High School in 1976 and 
went on to Dartmouth College, 
where he was a member of the 
Alpha Theta fraternity. It was at 
Dartmouth that Mr. Thorn culti-
vated his love for the English lan-
guage, and where Ted Geisel—
better known as children s̓ author 
Dr. Seuss—became his mentor. 

In 1980 Andover hired Mr. 
Thorn as a Teaching Fellow for 
one year. 

After earning a Masters De-
gree in English from Brown 
University in 1982, he returned 
to join the Andover faculty as 
an Instructor in English. Origi-
nally a specialist in the works of 
Swift and Twain, as well as the 
Romantic Poets and Shakespeare, 
Mr. Thorn s̓ focus changed to en-
compass Native American, South, 
and Central American Literature 
after a sabbatical to Santa Fe, 
New Mexico in 1991. During 
his term as English Department 
Chair from 1995-2001, Mr. Thorn 
supervised an exciting period of 
growth in the department. 

Not just a teacher, Mr. Thorn 
served as a house counselor in 
Eaton Cottage, Bishop Hall, and 
most recently Thompson House. 
Mr. Thorn was most closely 
connected to his students in his 
dorms.

Mr. Thorn also reached a cult-
like  status as General Manager of 

the student radio station WPAA 
and as the advisor to many stu-
dent publications, including The 
Courant.  

He ran two educational pub-
lishing houses geared at helping 
his colleagues publish profession-
al essays of pedagogy.  

In a school-wide email, Head 
of School Barbara Landis Chase 
called Mr. Thorn a “husband and 
father, friend, colleague, mentor, 
and master teacher,” and wrote, 
“For twenty-six years, Mr. Thorn 
has been a defi ning presence in 
Bulfi nch Hall and at Andover.” 

Kelsey Thorn ʼ08 said about 
her father, “He was the most 
amazing man in the entire world 
and an inspiration to all. I know 
that every day I admired his cha-
risma and looked up to him for 
everything. As a father, he gave 
me all of his love until the very 
end. As a teacher, he taught until 
he dropped. And as a member of 
the Phillips community, he ad-
mired and was admired by all. He 
always did things for others and 
was a selfl ess person who cared 
more for the people around him 
than anyone I have ever met. He 
taught me the meaning of life and 
what s̓ important to be happy. I 
miss his laughter, wisdom, jokes, 
love, and most importantly, his 
love for life.”

Over the years Mr, Thorn, al-
ways an avid supporter of youth 
activities and civic groups on and 
off campus, touched the lives of 
thousands of students. 

Memorial services will be 
held on Sunday, October 8, 2006 
at 2:00 p.m. in the Cochran Cha-
pel. In lieu of fl owers, the Thorns 
request that contributions be 
made to the Craig Thorn Memo-
rial Fund at Phillips Academy.  

Leakage in GW and Borden Prompts Repairs; 
Students Move Back to Isham After Renovation 

By PETE SMITH

Continued on Page A8, Column 1
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Scaffolding wraps GW as a result of necessary repairs to the 
buildingʼs chimmney.
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As I watched the last days of summer fly by, 
I felt like a part of me had died. My summer 
world was over, and I was embarking upon the 
realm of Upper Year. 

Students are very different people over the 
summer than during the school year. Every Sep-
tember, returning students undergo a metamor-
phosis of behaviors and lifestyle habits due to 
the environmental change. 

Weʼre like the furry creatures on Animal 
Planet; we shed our winter coats to adapt for 
summer warmth and grow them back for protec-
tion during the colder months. 

The fact that I reference Animal Planet 
shows how much free time I had this summer. 
I took no elaborate vacations and had no plans 
to save starving children in Africa. Nope, I 
was homebound, never venturing very far from 
North Andover. 

Forced to find entertainment, I found myself 
passing time in front of Animal Planet, making 

obscure collages with Paris Hiltonʼs face, and 
learning how to weave friendship bracelets. 

During the school year, I would never have 
devoted a second to any of these time-killers; Iʼm 
too busy with work, sports, community service, 
theater, voice lessons 
etc. And Iʼm sure Iʼm 
not the only person who 
rearranges their priori-
ties during the summer. 
Here I propose the sea-
sonal-dependent, split-
personality phenom-
enon that many students 
experience: during the 
school year, we behave 
very differently than we 
do in the summer. We 
have our “School Year 
Self” and our “Summer Self” depending on the 
environment.

During the academic year, when our school 
year personalities are in full gear, Andover stu-
dents are frantically busy, running from one 

class to another. We feel useless and fidgety if 
we get a free period and have the constant urge 
to do something.̓  

We are very social and constantly interact 
with lots of people. Our eating and sleeping pat-

terns are tweaked to fit 
into our social and aca-
demic lives. Andover 
students notoriously for-
go sleep for homework. 
But in the lazy months 
of July and August, our 
habits and priorities are 
warped. 

We sleep for days at 
a time and consider the 
week well spent. We en-
gage in mind-numbing, 
pointless activities and 

games because we have nothing else to do. 
The drive to get things done is significantly 

dulled, as we opt for the monotonous tasks of 
channel surfing. Many times, we find ourselves 
doing nothing at all, something that we could 

never justify doing in the school year. But hey, 
itʼs summer! It is perfectly acceptable, if not 
normal, to lounge on a beach for two weeks and 
do nothing else. 

We organize our schedules around meals and 
sleep. The most basic, primal instincts take over. 
And as our friends veg out at their resorts across 
the world, we often find ourselves isolated and 
disconnected from all traces of school.In short, 
we are very adaptable creatures. 

The transition between lifestyles is slow and 
painful. For the first few weeks of school, many 
remain in summer mode and may show up to 
their first period class at noon. 

Basic reading seems mentally taxing and pa-
per writing appears to be an unsurpassable feat. 

Itʼs important to be patient and confident 
that the transition will occur, even though it may 
take much longer than you might like. 

As for myself, I know I will struggle from 
Animal Planet withdrawal. And if I put my 
Meerkat Manor before my math for a few days, 
itʼs not my fault; Iʼm still in my summer state 
of mind. 
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EDITORIAL

The College Application Season

 This first week of school, all of the focus is on the new students: orien-
tation, pearls of wisdom. Everyone is eager to give their own bit of advice to 
the new students, whether they want it or not. However, theyʼre not the only 
ones who need it. Andover s̓ newest class of Seniors, the Class of 2007, could 
use a little bit of advice as well as we head into Senior Fall. 
 Ask any Senior, and youʼll hear one word: college. All over campus, 
youʼll hear the same questions and the same answers: “Where do you want to 
go to college?” “Oh, I donʼt know, but Harvard, Yale, and Princeton are at the 
top of my list.” Over this summer, weʼve added new words and phrases to our 
vernacular, like “Early Decision” and “Early Action” and “Common Applica-
tion.”
 It s̓ sad to see Seniors fretting more about grades, college applications, 
and the U.S. News College Rankings than the fact that, like it or not, this is our 
last year together. Andover has a bad habit of making time fly. It wasnʼt too 
long ago that we were frolicking on the Great Lawn as Juniors, not knowing 
what was in store for us. Together, we survived the sleepless nights of Upper 
Year. Now, are we really going to rip each other s̓ heads while competing for 
college? 
 The point is that, while getting into college is important, we shouldnʼt 
be so hypercompetitive that we forget all of the truly amazing things about this 
school, and more importantly, about each other. So Seniors, when youʼre feel-
ing bummed about those essays and applications, get out of your rooms and go 
for a walk around campus. Get together with friends and go to the movies or 
take a trip to Starbucks downtown. Like it or not, this is the beginning of the 
end of our time here. We have one year left. Let s̓ make the most of it. 

Welcome Back!

Summer is a more than needed fun and relaxing break from our busy 
PA lives. And the week before school starts there are different attitudes among 
students concerning their return to campus: some are excited and ready to 
come back, others are reluctant to leave their summer fun. But after arriving 
on and being emersed in the energy and happiness of campus, nobody can help 
but falling in love with Andover once again.

Everybody is uniting with friends and chatting about their new “status” 
on campus. Juniors are getting orientated and Seniors are getting use to the 
feeling of being at the top. Uppers are nervously talking about the amount of 
work they will face in the coming months and Lowers are rejoicing because 
they have another year of bliss before they embark on Upper year. 

 Andover is truly unlike any other place in the world. Every student has 
complaints, often legitimate, about something here on campus, but it is hard 
to deny that, overall, spending these high school years on Andover Hill is the 
best possible choice a student could have made.

 And when we start to sound like whiney little kids sometime during the 
endless winter or sleepless spring, we should remember these days: all the ex-
citement of coming back to campus, how much we love and miss our friends, 
our teachers and maybe even our classes, and what a tremendous opportunity 
it is to be part of this institution.

Good luck to all as we celebrate the begining of Phillips Academy s̓ 
229th year!

These editorials represent the views of The Phillipian. 
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Behind the Lines:  My Summer 
in War-Torn Israel

When I tell people I spent my sum-
mer in Israel, they imagine me hiding 
in a bomb shelter listening to the sound 
of Katyushas falling nearby. They ask, 
“Was it dangerous?  Did you see the 
fighting?” I stayed in Beit Shemesh (a 
suburb of Jerusalem) so I can, thank-
fully, answer no to both these ques-
tions. I canʼt recall any scenes from the 
frontlines, so I donʼt know anything ex-
traordinary about the military strategy 
or politics of the war itself. What I did 
come away with was firsthand knowl-
edge of the reaction amongst the Israeli 
people; something that is hard for a 
journalist embedded on the frontline to 
cover. But, this is an important part of 
understanding Israel as a society and so, 
it is this I will write about.

In northern Israel, people were liv-
ing with tangible fear in their bomb 
shelters or taking refuge with family or 
friends in the south. For the rest of the 
country though, life physically went on 
as normal, though the war was felt in 
other ways.

All Israeli men serve in the reserves 
until the age of 45. So, many fathers, 
sons, brothers, and friends were called 
up from the reserves to active duty. This 
become particularly clear when at a Bat 
Mitzvah I attended in early August. 
There were fewer people than expected 
because many fathers had been called up 
and could not attend. Everybody knew 
or was related to somebody who was 
serving in the army on regular duty (all 
men ages 18-21 and women 18-20) or 
somebody called up from reserves.

Second, everybody knew somebody 
living in the north. Israel is physically 
very small and though it seems crowded 
at times, there are only just over 6 mil-
lion people in the country. So, people 
were worried about their family and 
friends living in Tzfat and Haifa. 

The third major way the rest of the 
country felt the war was the number 
of refugees who came from the north 
to seek shelter. People opened up their 
homes to students and families, volun-

teered to do laundry, and put together 
meals for people who left their kitchens 
behind. I was staying at a Yeshiva with 
the other 60 American high school girls 
from my program. As the war got worse 
and rockets began hitting Haifa, another 
girls camp from that area with about 50 
girls came and stayed on our campus. 

Finally, the obvious way that the 
rest of the country felt the war was be-
cause everybody was talking about it. It 
was constantly on the radio and TV. It 
was argued about by politicians in the 
Knesset  (Israeli Parliament), discussed 
around the dinner table among family 
and friends, and talked about between 

strangers in taxis and elsewhere. 
It created incredible unity in Israeli 

society. People who just a year ago were 
split into orange and blue camps and 
who screamed at each other in the face 
of the withdrawal (or expulsion, depend-
ing on your perspective) from the Gaza 
Strip and parts of the West Bank were 
now united by an outside enemy. Israe-
lis are generally arguing with each other 
and divided, secular vs. religious being 
the deepest divide and the cause of many 
other disputes. 

A degree of unity is generally felt in 
any country after being attacked. But, 
in Israel it is far more than this. Maybe 
part of it is the degree of division– com-
pletely polarized hatred- from which 
people came together. There is a unique 

unity felt by everybody since everybody 
has, is, or will serve in the army. All 
mothers with children serving their time 
in Tzahal (the IDF) felt the same fear- 
especially the ones with sons on the 
frontline. It isnʼt like America where a 
disproportionate number of poor people 
worry about losing a family member in 
the war. Compulsory service means ev-
erybody is worried. 

And there is the forced unity of a 
people constantly facing a threat to their 
very existence. The threat is not felt 
during quieter years, but wake up calls 
like this past one quickly remind Israe-
lis (and Jews around the world) that the 
only people they can truly rely on are 
each other. But, it is not strictly fear that 
is felt. It is worry and concern- yes. But, 
it is also strength, hope, confidence, and 
pride. 

Israel did not win this first battle of 
the latest war on the Lebanese boarder. 
Prime Minister Ehud Olmert and Presi-
dent Bush may declare it an Israeli vic-
tory, but Israelis know otherwise. Hez-
bollah was not destroyed or disarmed, 
Nasrallah was not killed, and overall 
Israel displayed a clear lack of strategy 
and preparedness. Citizens, particularly 
the ill prepared and poorly equipped 
reservists, have rightfully criticized the 
government, especially Mr. Olmert, 
Minister of Defense Amir Peretz, and 
IDF Chief of Staff Dan Halutz in the 
past month.

They will continue to argue with each 
other until the next conflict hits from the 
outside, simply because this is how Israel 
is. I couldnʼt have picked a better time to 
go to Israel. It was my third trip, but the 
other two times were both quiet. It was 
unfortunate that this latest conflict took 
place, but if it had to happen, Iʼm glad I 
can say I was there to be a part of it. I got 
to experience firsthand the transforma-
tion of Israeli society from the relatively 
peaceful times of internal bickering to 
the unity of wartime. It s̓ something 
completely unique and unlike anything 
else Iʼve experienced.

Danielle Rothman
REFLECTION

“I did get a sense of the 
feeling among the Israe-
lis where I was and this 
is...hard for a journal-
ist on the frontline to 

cover.”

“...during the school year, we 
behave very differently than 
we do in the summer. We have 
our “School Year Self” and our 
“Summer Self” depending on 
the environment.”
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Reflecting on 9/11
By Steve Blackman     

 Yesterday marked the fifth anniversary of the terror at-
tacks of September 11, 2001.
 Now that weʼre five years older (and maybe wiser), we 
can look back at the event that has defined our world.  For 
better or worse, weʼve grown up in the shadow of 9/11 and 
the so-called War on Terror.
 The 9/11 attacks united our country, and even the 
world.   These terrorist acts left over three thousand dead and 
impacted thousands more family members and loved ones 
of the victims. 9/11 was the rationale behind two invasions, 
which have left even more people homeless, injured, and 
dead.  
 9/11 has become part of our vernacular; weʼre con-
stantly reminded of the event through news coverage, po-
litical rhetoric, and even the popular culture.  Universal s̓ 
docudrama about the hijacking, “United 93,” grossed over 
$36 million.  Already, it seems, something about the attacks 
is fading into history, but the challenges of growing up in a 
post-9/11 world remain.
 September 11 was a wake-up call.  Students are much 
more interested in world events, and the number of second-
ary schools teaching Arabic has increased sevenfold, accord-
ing to The Center for Applied Linguistics in Washington, 
D.C. 
 A Google News search found over 90,000 articles 
referring to 9/11 posted in just one day.  The topics range 
from stories about the memorials being erected across the 
country, to  columns by pundits who are still searching for a 
link between the 9/11 attacks and Saddam Husseinʼs regime 
in Iraq, to the need for a concise, honest, and appropriate 
way to explain the day to students in elementary and middle 
schools.  In the way that the assassination of President John 
F. Kennedy in 1963 shocked the nation or that the Brown v. 
Board of Education decision in 1954 defined its era, 9/11 is 
the formative event for our generation.
 Weʼve made changes to our daily routines to accom-
modate the threat of terror. Every day on TV, weʼre assaulted 
with images of sectarian violence in Iraq, terror-related ar-
rests in Europe, and the dangers of nuclear proliferation.  We 
take our shoes off at the airport, surrender our water bottles, 
and submit to having our phones tapped in the name of secu-
rity. 
  However, we are not the first generation to live in a 
time of “war.”  British children growing up during the Sec-
ond World War endured unspeakable hardship.  For exam-
ple, when the war ended and the first shipment of bananas 
reached England, many schoolchildren didnʼt realize they 
had to peel the fruit before eating it, since they hadnʼt seen 
fresh produce for the duration of the conflict.
 In contrast, the “sacrifices” weʼve had to make seem 
insignificant. So what if thereʼs a little bit of inconvenience 
at the airport?  The nation is at war, yet the president wants 
to cut taxes?  And how many Andover students do you know 
who are planning to forgo college to serve in the armed 
forces? 
 No doubt about it, the world today is a scary place.  
Still, with the hindsight that time affords us, we can step 
back and try to put things in perspective.  It was the largest 
terror attack the world had ever seen, but life will go on in 
America.  To parrot a cliché, if we give in to terrorism, then 
the terrorists have won.  Life goes on, take a risk.  
 Anyway, the world is probably safer than climbing on 
the scaffolding outside GW.

In Search of Courage
In 1964, Arizona Senator Barry 

Goldwater ran for president with the 
slogan: “In your heart, you know he s̓ 
right.”  Without too much hesitation, the 
electorate deemed the so-called father 
of the conservative movement a crazy 
lunatic who was not fit to be president, 
and handed Lyndon B. Johnson a land-
slide victory of historic proportions.  As 
Democrats near the 2006 midterm elec-
tions, they are stuck wondering what se-
cret formula is needed to regain a grip 
hold on the national electorate.

Centrists from both parties have ar-
gued for decades that there is a middle 

ground in American politics that the 
public  yearns for their leaders to meet 
upon.  While I do not disagree with this 
principle, I also believe that the Ameri-
can people reward candidates who are 
willing to take risks and follow their gut 
instincts about the issues that shape de-
bate on Capitol Hill.  Perhaps it falls in 
line with the frontier spirit that has his-
torically been essential to the American 
way of life that Americans respect peo-
ple who listen to their hearts, regardless 
of where that may lead.

Ironically enough, of the hundreds of 
politicians who routinely bicker on televi-
sion from their hideouts on Capitol Hill, 
there are no conspicuous leaders of this 
country to be found.  There is nobody in 

this country who is so certain about his 
core beliefs that he is willing to challenge 
Americans to join in his cause.  Twenty-
five years ago, Ronald Reagan was cer-
tain that the Cold War could be won, and 
required Americans to stand fast by his 
tough rhetoric so that one day the Iron 
Curtain would crumble.  Forty-five years 
ago, John F. Kennedy electrified a nation 
when he asked the American people 
what they could give to the country so 
that we as a people could reach heights 
we had never reached before.  The term 
“reach for the stars” never had a clearer 
meaning than when President Kennedy 
publicly announced that an American 
would reach the moon by the end of the 
decade.  Neil Armstrong s̓ first step on 

the moon in 1969 remains even today as 
one of the greatest accomplishments of 
the American people.

President Kennedy and President 
Reagan did not orate this way simply to 
win votes.  Certainly the tough rhetoric 
against the Soviet Union that defined 
their presidencies was politically neces-
sary during the Cold War, but these two 
men truly believed that they could push 
the American people past the complacen-
cy of their own concerns to some kind of 
common goal.  That s̓ what leadership is.  
Leaders donʼt stand on soapboxes and 
instill fear in order to secure a follow-
ing.  Leaders believe in something from 
the bottom of their hearts, and they are 
able to use their skills to push a group of 
people to un-chartered territory.

It is easy to invoke politicians with 
their grandiose rhetoric in a discussion 
about leadership, which is why it is im-
portant to also discuss leaders from a 
different area of life, such as sports.  
For the 1980 Winter Olympics, U.S. 
men s̓ hockey coach Herb Brooks chose 
a team of amateurs to compete against 
the world s̓ best.  From the beginning, he 
told his team that their goal was not just 
to play the best, but to beat the best too.  
He was tough on his players, and at times 
they hated him, but underneath all of the 
tenacity was a respect for his players 
and what they could achieve once they 
reached their potential.  The top hockey 
team of that era was indisputable; the 
professional Soviet skaters hadnʼt lost 
an international match since 1960, and 
many of their players were in the prime 
of their careers when they faced off for 
the 1980 Olympics.  In an exhibition 
match played shortly before the opening 
ceremonies, the Soviet team annihilated 
the Americans by a score of 10-3.  This 
game was no fluke.  Many considered 

this to be the difference in skill and tal-
ent between the American and Soviet 
squads.  Nonetheless, Herb Brooks still 
believed in his team.  In the semifinal 
round of the tournament, Team USA 
shocked the world by beating the Soviets 
4-3 in a game that is now known as “The 
Miracle on Ice.”  This game may have 
shattered the predictions of hockey fans 
across the globe, but for Herb Brooks, 
this victory came as no surprise at all.  
He believed that he had a gifted group of 
individuals who, regardless of the skill 
they showed on any given day, could be 
a great squad.

The Herb Brookses, the Ronald Rea-
gans and the John F. Kennedys come 
into public life very rarely.  Right now, 
the halls of Congress are filled with peo-
ple (Republicans and Democrats alike) 
who pander to the Religious Right or the 
far Left or and other constituencies that 
they believe will make their voters happy 
and help them raise money for upcom-
ing reelection campaigns.  The Ameri-
can people deserve a candidate for the 
presidency of this country who believes 
not that they can manage America better 
than their opponent can, but somebody 
who has a gutsy vision of what America 
can be, and has the leadership to make it 
happen.  We donʼt need a candidate who 
has all the right answers (a la Al Gore), 
nor do we need a candidate who has all 
the right slogans (a la George W. Bush 
as a compassionate conservative).  What 
we need is someone bold enough to de-
clare their vision of what the Ameri-
can people can become, and powerful 
enough to push his countrymen towards 
that goal.  The time has come for a lead-
er to emerge who is true to himself, true 
to his vision of the country, and coura-
geous enough to make the American 
people accountable for the dream.

Yoni Gruskin
MIDNIGHT RAMBLER

Passionate Politicking
The first week of school is upon us 

at last. Away go the sunglasses and the 
beach chair and out come the reading 
spectacles and the desk chair. Andover 
(and America) is waking up from a lei-
surely, lazy summer, getting ready to 
go back to work. However, the political 
machines are waking up too. Turn on the 
TV, and during commercial breaks for 
football games, youʼll see a mind-numb-
ing number of ads from the American 
Enterprise Institute and MoveOn.org. 

That s̓ right folks, it s̓ election season.
Anyone who knows Andover knows 

that we love our politics. Liberal or con-
servative, we love to debate and we sure 
as heck love to bash the other side. Poli-
tics are “happening” in the dining halls 
of Commons, the Mailroom at GW, even 
the “silent” Garver Room. 

You just canʼt escape it. Iʼll bet that 
one of our wonderful incoming freshmen 
(or Juniors in PA speak) probably even 
has their own blog. Andover s̓ activists-
in-training will probably have spent their 
summers volunteering for that anti-war 
candidate or even, in some cases, that 
anti-immigration candidate. Continuing 
on this train of thought, however, the 
next question is how many of these self-
proclaimed politicos actually know what 
they r̓e talking about? 

Unfortunately, the number is relative-
ly few, whether you call yourself liberal 
or conservative. Most Andover students 
talk the talk, but surprisingly few can 
walk the walk. Why is that? 

Look to the 2004 Presidential Elec-
tion for the answer. The “Rock the Vote” 
campaign tried to bring out young voters 
to support John Kerry s̓ candidacy. Their 
goal was 55% participation among the 
age demographic of 18-24. Many laughed 
out loud, arguing that this was an attempt 
to purposely lower expectations so that 
when the percentage would be in the high 
90 s̓, people would say that the campaign 
was an astounding success. 

Yet when the results came back on 
Election Night 2004, the number was a 
measly 47%, with the demographic mak-
ing up 9% of all people who had voted. 

In short, the answer is apathy. That 
might sound strange, since Andover stu-
dents still talk about politics. But the sad 
thing is, when I ask students around me 
whether they think Washington can actu-
ally do something right, or if meaningful 
political change is possible, the answer 
always seems to be no. And when you 
actually start listening to those debates 
between students around campus, you 
begin to realize something else: many of 
them donʼt actually know what they r̓e 
talking about, instead repeating the latest 
lines by Michael Moore or Al Franken or 
Rush Limbaugh. 

It seems like the divisive partisanship 
on Capitol Hill has made its way to An-
dover Hill. Andover students have a tra-
dition of becoming leaders, whether in 
politics or business, or even math or sci-
ence. The point is, how can we be good 

leaders if we donʼt know what we r̓e talk-
ing about? 

How exactly are we going to talk 
about fixing New Orleans if people 
continue to believe Kanye West s̓ quote 
and use it for their own political agen-
das? (For those of you who donʼt know: 
“George Bush doesnʼt care about black 
people.”) How can we talk about stem 
cell research if people continue to stick 
to tenuous ideologies? 

My point is this: Get involved in poli-
tics this fall, and know what you r̓e talk-
ing about. Thereʼll be voter registration 
drives and fundraiser and door-to-door 
campaigning, so if you want opportuni-
ties to get involved, theyʼll be there. Go 

to Republican Club, Democrats Club, 
Andover Economics Society, GSA and 
Women s̓ Forum. 

Join Philo and Model UN. Even write 
for this page. Find an issue that you r̓e 
passionate about on this campus and go 
with it. If there isnʼt a club on campus for 
an issue you think is important, go ahead 
and start it up. 

But please, know what you r̓e talking 
about. If you know you are uninformed, 
go to political clubs and learn. It s̓ some-
thing you can also do by yourself as well. 
Read The New York Times and The Wall 
Street Journal. Know both sides of the is-
sues. Want a more exotic taste? Read The 
Guardian, Pravda, Haaretz, and even al-
Jazeera. Take the time to understand the 
issues thoroughly; that way, we might ac-
tually come to a workable compromise.

This advice applies to all PA stu-
dents, new and returning. It even applies 
to PA faculty, who should be setting an 
example for other students, regardless of 
their own views. However, this advice is 
mostly directed at ʼ09, and ʼ10. The Up-
perclassmen may pick on you, but you 
will rule the school someday. You will 
be setting the example for future classes 
of PA students. Know your stuff and be 
active. Iʼll see you at Republican Club.

Prateek Kumar
THE REVEREND

START 
THE 

YEAR 
OFF 

RIGHT, 
WRITE 

FOR  
COM-
MEN-

TARY!!!!

email:
phillipian

“when I ask students 
around me whether 

they think Washington 
can actually do some-

thing right...the answer 
always seems to be no...
Know your stuff and be 

active.”
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Williams, Henry G.  6233

Willis, Deidra  6184

Willson, Diana A.  6208

Wilmarth, Lauren A.  2697

Wilmarth, Victoria A.  2699

Wilson, David A.  6932

Wilson, Ian C.  6562

Wilson, Peyton B.  6220

Wingard, Caroline M.  6863

Wollman, Ian M.  2701

Wong, Alexander N.  6129

Wong, Arnold L. H.  6892

Wong, Tsun-Shuo  6456

Wood, Emma W.  6139

Wood, Kevin A.  6730

Woods, Chelsea L.  6603

Woods, Terrence M.  6856

Woolsey, Patrick L.  2712

Worthington, Cecelia C.  6109

Wright, Travis E.  6336

Xenakis, Stephen J.  2745

Xie, Julie Y.   2750

Xu, H. Shawn  2781

Xu, Jimmy S.  6739

Xu, Stephanie B.  2702

Yamamoto, Alyssa T.  6360

Yan, Melissa B.  6409

Yang, James J.  6697

Yang-Sammataro, John S. 2752

Yankes, Andrew J.  6254

Yankes, Rebecca A.  6718

Yao, Peter B.  2695

Yates, Charlotte M.  6881

Yi, C. Edison  6710

Yin, Zhongrui  6750

Yoon, Michael J.  6204

You, Jae Hyuk  6132

Young, Ryan R.  6795

Yu, Cecile E.  6512

Yu, Qing Yi   6890

Yu, Stephanie W. Y.  6871

Zanazzi, Jorden A.  2733

Zappala, Rachel L.  2754

Zhai, Kevin L.  6728

Zhan, Michael Y.  6931

Zhang, Allen L.  6532

Zhang, Edward Y.  6309

Zhang, Tianjiao  6086

Zhang, Zhang  2783

Zheng, Tianyuan  6664

Zhou, Andi C.  2704

Zhou, Lawrence W.  6756

Zhu, Jiyuan J.  2784

Zimmerling, Aubrey A.  6285

Zimmerling, Devon W.  6093

Zimmerman, Katherine A. 2544

Zindman, Alexandra M.  6767

Zinsmeister, Emily R.  2710

Zinsmeister, Rebecca A.  2397

Zou, Anthony H.  6748
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Senior Sirens of the Stage
Name: Marina Warsaw-Fan
Performing Talent: Cello

What did you do this summer pertaining to your talent? 
I went to the Heifetz International Music Institute for six weeks and was 
practicing six hours a day solo with a couple hours of rehearsals on top of that- 
not to mention lessons and coachings and masterclasses. I performed in two 
Celebrity Series concerts and in three Stars of Tomorrow concerts. Since then, 
Iʼve just been preparing for my conservatory auditions/application CDʼs and 
competitions this coming fall and winter. 
 
What was your favorite performing experience?
I honestly think the first time I played a concerto with an orchestra. It was with 
the Merrimack String Valley Orchestra when I was 8 and I remember it was 
more fun than anything Iʼve ever done...probably partially because I was so 
young and I didnʼt know that performing was supposed to be hard.

MarinaThe Living Arts section interviewed five of the stand-out performers from 
the Senior class- Susannah Poland ʼ07 (vocal music), Marina Warsaw-Fan 
ʼ07 (instrumental music), Sol Jin ʼ07 (intrumental music), Lilli Stein ʼ07 
(theatre), and Renee Amirault ʼ07 (dance).  This yearʼs Senior class has 

many standout performers.  In particular, the women of the Class of 2007 are 
both highly talented and motivated.  You go girls!

Name: Lilli Stein
Performing Talents: Acting, Directing, Studio Arts, Violin, Piano, Electric Bass 

What did you do this summer pertaining to your talent?
I have been painting, drawing, and basically making all kinds of art and selling it. I have 
made a fair amount but it is nothing to speak of. On the bright side, I have started a hefty 
portfolio.   As for theatre, I have been practicing the monologues, studying the plays I am 
producing next term, and writing the college essay about theatre (what a train wreck).

What was your favorite performing experience?
This past spring, I performed in the “The Diviners”. And I played the little retarded boy. 
I went crazy for this part-- I even promised to cut my hair.  To this day, Dunkin Donuts 
workers still mistake me for a “young man.” Performing as Buddy surpassed all of my 
other theatrical and musical performances to date. Why? Everything about “The Diviners” 
was beautiful. The cast was beautiful. The stage was beautiful. The lights were beautiful. 
The stage manager [James Flynn ʼ07] and assistant director [Paige Pettoruto ʼ07] were 
beautiful. Never before have I come so close to a character.

Susannah
Name: Susannah Poland
Performing Talent: Singing, Theatre

What did you do this summer pertaining to your talent?
I have a bunch of friends who also love to sing and can play piano, so some-
times we cluster around the keyboard at one of our houses.  [We would] just run 
through song after song from pop anthologies that we all know. People just im-
provise harmony. The end product may not be top, but itʼs such a blast. Christa 
Vardaro ʼ06, Jeff Cutts ʼ06, Chris Li ʼ07, and I met a few times over the summer 
to put together a set of classical/pop a cappella pieces in four-part harmony to 
perform at local nursing homes and hospitals. We arranged a bunch of Fidelio 
pieces and others recommended by Mr. Walter, and though changing schedules 
only left us time to perform for our families, it was a party. I try and see theatre 
performances in the Boston area as often as I can. Shakespeare on the Common 
is especially fun because anyone can picnic on the grass and watch a fabulous 
performance, often starring movie actors and well known artists. I always see 
friends in local shows, and I try and get to theaters such as the American and 
Merrimack Repertory Theatres.

What was your favorite performing experience?
I think my favorite [performances] were when I was a soprano in a quartet, Bles, 
with 3 other girlfriends from Andover, and we sang really tight four-part pop 
harmonies in gigs all around the area. We did a gig once where we performed 
some really fun, jazzy numbers, and we strolled through the hall flirting with the 
audience members. We really went all out and it was a blast.

Lilli
SNAKES ON A PLANE

Sol

Name: Sol Jin
Performing Talent: Violin, Piano

What did you do this summer pertaining to your talent? 
I went to Spain and Portugal on tour for two weeks with GBYSO (Greater 
Boston Youth Symphony Orchestra).  I spent another two weeks with GBYSO at 
orchestra camp in Sidney, ME.  I also practiced a lot, getting ready for auditions.
 
What was your favorite performing experience?
I went to St. Petersburg, Russia in the summer of 2004 with GBYSO. We 
played in one of the worldʼs legendary halls--Shostakovich Hall. It was our last 
concert of the tour so everybody put forth their best. The concert was packed- 
no seats were empty. We got a standing ovation, and we also played an encore 
(something that our conductor rarely does). I know I will always remember that 
for the rest of my life. It was just so exhilarating.

Renee
Name: Renee Amirault
Performing Talent: Dance (Hip-Hop, Ballet, Jazz, Modern)

What did you do this summer pertaining to your talent?
This summer was all about dance and improvement for me. First, during the 
month of June, I attended a Jose Limon modern dance intensive at Skidmore 
thanks to help I received from the Mark Larner Fellowship award.  My teachers 
were the actual company members of the Limon dance company so I was able to 
learn from them and see how they lived as members of a dance company.  Then, 
from August 12-25, the Andover Dance Group and I traveled to Scotland to per-
form at the Fringe Festival.  I warmed up the company on days of performances 
and we all worked tremendously hard to make sure the technical aspects of the 
show as well as our dance pieces were the best they could be. In between trips, I 
worked at a day care in Lawrence, MA teaching kids ballet twice a week. I also 
had a work study at Green St. Studios in Cambridge, MA. where I cleaned the 
studios and facilities once a week in exchange for free classes.

What was your favorite performing experience?
I think that my most memorable [experience] would have to be Hipnotiqʼs piece 
for the Dance Open last year.  Delia Tepozan ʼ07 and I worked extremely hard on 
the choreography with the help of Ms. Wombwell and Ms. Strong.  We were able 
to grow not only a as a group but also raise the level of talent that we had. We 
stepped out of our normal comfort zone of mainstream hip-hop and tried some-
thing completly new. During our [dress rehearsal] of the piece, Ms. Wombwell 
began to yell and cheer for us in approval of the piece.  Just to have her approval 
and support was really touching.
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Arts!
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x 6216
x 6544
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jwhite@andover

MIKE

Mike Naughton ʼ07
With the beginning of fall comes the 

start of school, cooler days, and best of all, 
some good movies after a summer of high-
budget snoozers.  But one film has arisen 
as the uncontested Goliath of the summer, 
reigning supreme over all of the Pirates and 
Baby-Jesus-Worshiping Nascar drivers. 
That movie is “Snakes on a Plane.”

“Snakes” is ridiculous.  It s̓ profane.  To 
some, it might be awful.  But to me, it s̓ been 
the most fun Iʼve had at the movies in a long 
time.  

Now, I know you are all thinking, 
“There must be more to this movie than just 
some lousy snakes on a plane, right?”  Well, 
not really.  There is a minimal amount of 
back-story, as these snakes did not just ran-
domly happen to show up on a plane, but in 
all honesty, it does not extend much further 
than such.  Here are the basics: Sean, a surf-
er in Hawaii played by Nathan Phillips, wit-
nesses a mob hit.  Sam Jackson, playing the 
FBI agent Neville Flynn, places Sean under 
his protection.  They hop on the red-eye 
headed to Los Angeles so that he can testify.  
The bad guys, on the other hand, have other 
plans; attempting to bring down the witness, 
they load the plane with poisonous snakes. 
To exacerbate the situation, the snakes have 
been sprayed with drugs to make them go 
crazy.  

In keeping with the absurdity of the plot, 
the filmmakers have chosen a very unusual 
and entertaining cast of characters.  Most of 
the fun is contained in predicting which of 
these crazy passengers survive, and which 
end up as lunchmeat.  The doomed passen-
gers include an airhead carrying a Chihua-
hua in her handbag, a pair of nervous new-
lyweds returning from their honeymoon, 
an obsessive-compulsive pop star and his 
bodyguard, a chubby lady ready to get drunk 
in-flight, and a rude foreign businessman. 

This movie has an R rating for good 
reason; the snake attacks tend to be disgust-
ing and hilarious at the same time.  And the 
snakes kill in quite ingenious ways for ani-
mals without the luxury of hands or claws.  
The creatures find themselves hiding in the 
plane s̓ oxygen masks, in purses, and even 
in toilet bowls. (ouch!)  The “snake cam” 
shots also establish some great shots of sus-
pense.  The true entertainment in this movie, 
however, arises not in the killing of these 
poor passengers, but in the ways each one 
reacts to the predicament at hand.  With one 
hilarious exclamation after another, (“Get 
this snake off my a--!”  “Oh great, snakes on 
crack.”), it starts to feel like the characters 
are having as much fun dealing with their 
unfortunate circumstances as we are watch-
ing it.  

What makes “Snakes” so unique, how-
ever, is the way in which it inspires audience 
participation.  Every second of cheers and 
jeers feels remarkable as the audience itself 
actually becomes involved in the experi-
ence.  The whole movie is quite silly, but 
audiences love it all the more. In my opin-
ion, “Snakes on a Plane” has paved the way 
for a new, interactive way of “going to the 
movies.”  

Movies By:

W. Hunckler/The Phillipian

M. Temple/The Phillipian

J. Siddall/The Phillipian

R. Waldo/The Phillipian

M. Discenza/The Phillipian



In lieu of the team dinners that most 
varsity sports use to bond, the Ando-
ver Dance Group (ADG) had a two-
week trip to Scotland to strengthen our 
friendships.

ADG first arrived at Andover for 
three days of twelve-hour rehearsals, 
then spent two days touring London 
before performing at Scotlandʼs Edin-
burgh Fringe Festival for a week.

The trip began with an ominous 
tone as we returned to Andover for 
three days of rehearsal.  On Thursday 
August 10, the British government 
uncovered a plot to destroy planes en 
route from England.

Although the terror scare put the 
trip into jeopardy, in the end the PA 
administration and Instructor in Dance 

Judith Wombwell, who served as the 
coordinator of the trip, decided to go 
ahead as planned.

Three students, however, were un-
able to attend due to this threat.  We 
lost our stage manager Lindsay Agosti-
nelli ʼ07 and performers Mikaela Sand-
ers ʼ08 and Mary Doyle ʼ08.

Doyle said, “I really wish I could 
have gone, especially since I had got-
ten a lot closer with everyone during 
the few days of rehearsal.”

And those who went on the trip 

missed Agostinelli, Sanders, and 
Doyle, too.

“The whole group got together and 
sent me a huge postcard,” Doyle add-
ed.

Despite this setback, the Andover 
Dance Group maintained its enthusi-
asm and the trip was otherwise suc-
cessful.

We arrived in London early Sun-
day morning and immediately began 
our whirlwind tour, traveling through 

the city 
by bus and 
boat.

My favor-
ite of our tourist 
stops was the Tate 
Modern, one of the 
worldʼs greatest mu-
seums of modern art.  
We also enjoyed Shake-
speareʼs Globe The-
atre and the newly 
renovated Big 
Ben.

F o r 
t h e 

next two days, we remained in London 
with our chaperones who were particu-
larly vigilant in light of the terrorism 
scare.  Nevertheless, we were able to 
explore the more well-known areas of 
London on our own.

On Monday evening, all of ADG 
attended a performance of the musical 
“Mary Poppins” pulling inspiration for 
our own upcoming performance.

We departed from London early 
Tuesday morning for an eight-hour 
train ride to Edinburgh.  The moment 
we arrived, the sound of bagpipes 
greeted us.  Several flag-waving citi-
zens also welcomed us shouting, “We 
love Scotland!”

Exhausted but glad to finally be in 
Edinburgh, we rehearsed for an hour to 
restructure the pieces in which Sanders 
and Doyl were to perform. Erin Strong, 
Instructor in Dance, took on Agostinel-
liʼs responsibilities by learning the cues 
for the sound, music, and lights.

As well as performing four sched-
uled shows in the Fringe Festival, 
ADG was responsible for advertising 
for our events.  We were only one of 
approximately two thousand groups of 
performers, which made it all the more 
important to advertise for “The Road.”

In addition to handing out flyers 
and postcards, we held several outdoor 
“teasers,” which highlighted numbers 
from our show.

In between advertising, rehears-
ing, and performing, we did manage to 
visit several of Scotlandʼs most famous 
sights.  First we visited Borthwick 
Castle, the residence of Mary Queen of 
Scots.

We continued on to a full-day tour 
of the high country, Scotlandʼs lush 
and scenic mountain range.  During the 
day we stopped to see Hamish, a High-
land cow with an extremely full head 
of hair, several picturesque waterfalls, 
and Stirling Castle, made famous by 
the movie “Braveheart.”

Back in Edinburgh, we visited the 
Military Tattoo, the world-renowned 
Scottish marching band, in Edinburgh 
Castle.

Climbing Arthurʼs Seat, a natural 
rock formation in Edinburgh, was the 
highlight of ADGʼs bonding experience 
in Scotland.

ADG performer Cecily Pulver ʼ07 
said, “After climbing it, we felt really 
accomplished and together.”

On our final night at the festival, all 
of the high school performers gathered 
together for an evening of traditional 

Scottish dance instruction.
Pulver said, “Modern dance is more 

familiar to me, but Scottish dance was 
new for everyone so we all looked silly 
doing it together.”

We also attended at least one show 
each night, a requirement set by the 
American High School Theatre Festi-
val, who sponsored the trip.

Only “Deeply Rooted,” a modern-
based piece with West African influ-
ences, by a Washington, D.C. youth 
ensemble was actually dance-related. 
They employed the Dunham technique, 
a visionary twentieth century style that 
incorporates African, Caribbean, and 
South American influences.

Renee Amirault ʼ07, captain of 
ADG for the 2006-2007 school year, 
described “Deeply Rooted” as “truly 
inspiring.”

Other performances we attended 
included a Florida schoolʼs original 
play, “Perfect Children,” a New York 
schoolʼs “The Cradle Will Rock,” and a 
South Carolina schoolʼs “Love, Sanity 
and Other Impossibilities.”

One of the theatre performances we 
saw, “Return to the Forbidden Planet,” 
performed and produced by a school 
from Washington, was reviewed by the 
American High School Theatre Festival 
as a “wonderfully ironic and wickedly 
silly musical.”

As for “The Road,” it served as a 
great learning experience for ADG.  

We only had half an hour to set up 
the show before curtain call and 20 min-
utes to deconstruct the set.  To manage 
all of our tasks on a tight schedule, the 
responsibilities were divided up among 
us.

Crew member Cecelia Worthington 
ʼ08 said, “[The performances] were re-
ally professional.  We had to do a lot 
on our own, which was a great learning 
experience.”

At first we drew a modest audience, 
but as the festival continued word-
of-mouth contributed to a substantial 
audience by our final performance on 
Wednesday August 23.

ADG performer Charles Francis 
ʼ07 described the turnout as “better 
than expected.”

As we left to go our separate ways 
after the trip, we realized that our rela-

tively short trip enhanced not only our 
dance skills but also our friendships.  
As we grew closer as a group we also 
expanded our horizons.

As Worthington put it, “We all 
got into the same rhythm.  The closer 
we got, the better our performances 
were.”
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From Tang to Tartans
Andover Dance Group Goes to the Edinburgh Fringe Festival

THE

ALTERNATIVE
ELITE

Dave
Toropov

Late Registration
Itʼs rare to be aware that you are in 

the presence of greatness. Nine times 
out of ten, we barely know its even 
there. Heck, when the Beatles took 
over the world in ʼ64 any sensible adult 
would laugh at the notion of “I Saw Her 
Standing There” and “Love Me Do” as 
a defining soundtrack.

There are exceptions, however. And 
sitting in the basement of a two-story 
ski condo in Quebec in July, I witnessed 
one of those exceptions. Flipping 
through the twenty-five TV channels, 
I stumbled upon the video for Kanye 
Westʼs “Gold Digger.” The second that 
vicious, house-rattling bass breaks out 
twenty seconds in, I knew. Make sure 
this man doesnʼt go down in a plane 
crash or get hit by a lightning bolt be-
cause he will save commercial hip-hop 
if we give him the time. 

So when Late Registration was fi-
nally released, I “copped that ʻish” 
it at my local Best Buy and let it spin 
a few times. Long story short, every 
track on this disc is a single. Even the 
albumʼs few lows are more interest-
ing than eighty-five percent of JAMʼN 
94.5ʼs playlist. West is the sole bearer 
of the gift to make a Crip rolling around 
Compton and a 13 year-old mall rat bob 
their heads in unison. 

So how does he do it? Being the best 
producer alive doesnʼt hurt, but what 
truly separates Kanye from the rest of 
the pack is his ambition and ingenu-
ity. He knows that he could make an 
extremely comfortable living for him-
self writing tracks in his sleep. The fact 
that he is continually pushing himself 
to produce the catchiest, cleverest, and 
slickest beats and rhymes this side of A 
Tribe Called Questʼs best material puts 
him among the greatest of all time. 

Trying to pinpoint exactly what 
makes Late Registration the best album 
of the past year isnʼt too difficult. Itʼs 
the pure joy that rockets through your 
veins when the horns in “Touch The 
Sky” kick in. Itʼs not even caring if you 
blow out your speakers the next time 
you blast “Gone.”

Some music just has that “it” factor.  
“Love Me Do” is far from the most com-
plicated song ever written. The melody 
is simple, the message even simpler, but 
for some reason, it strikes a chord for 
anyone with a pulse. Kanye West puts 
this stamp on everything he touches.

As a general rule, the music that tru-
ly stands the test of time is music made 
with passion. Kanye West has genuine 
demons, and every track on Late Regis-
tration pulsates with life. And not only 
is he going to tell you exactly how he 
feels, but heʼs going to get your hands 
waving while doing so. 

After listening to it at least a dozen 
times, I feel as if I know the man- his 
sense of humor, his passions, his trials, 
and his weaknesses. His life is a work 
in progress, and in an age where hip 
hop artists seem to paint their own por-
traits simply as men with a whole lot 
of money, women, and attitude, Kanye 
emerges as a true artist. 

Late Registration is not a perfect al-
bum. In the history of popular music, 
there have only been a handful of truly 
perfect albums, and which ones they are 
depends on who you talk to. 

Registration stalls slightly around 
“Addiction” and “Roses,” not because 
of the lyrical content, which is always 
stellar, but the production. “Addiction” 
seems to border on the monotonous, 
but at least heʼs still speaking from the 
heart. 

However, if youʼre going to put the 
four-star material anywhere on an al-
bum full of five-star knockouts, itʼd be 
in the middle. And of course, he goes 
out with guns blazing, as “Gone” and 
the ingenious “Diamonds From Sierra 
Leone” can each be named instant clas-
sics. 

So, in short, Kanye West is in a class 
of his own. Heʼs got an entire genera-
tion lapping up every scribble he writes, 
and as long as heʼs got a reason, hereʼs 
hoping that he never wastes that oppor-
tunity. 

In the manʼs own words:
“They say you never know what you 

got till itʼs gone,
I know I got it, I donʼt know what 

yʼall on.”

“We all got into 
the same rhythm.  

The closer we got, 
the better our 

performances were.”

-CECELIA WORTHINGTON ʼ08 

“Scotish dance was 
new for everyone, so 

we all looked silly 
doing it together.”

-CECILY PULVER ʼ07 

Culture of Scotland
1. Scottish Dancing - fun, but only looks 
good if youʼre a pro.

2. Castles - beautiful stone and breathtak-
ing views from the days of the clans

3. Edinburgh Architecture - a series of 
reportdly haunted catacombs lie beneath the 
city

4. Gulf - miles of heather-filled highlands 
are the perfect place to tee off and play for 
hours

5. Kilts - easy, breezy and in a  wide vari-
ety of tartans and plaids, for both men and 
women!

Courtesy of Casey Alyward

Andover dancers take a break as they hike up Arthurʼs Seat outside the city

P. Sinclair/The Phillipian
The beautiful vista looks down onto the old stone buildings in the city of Edinburgh.

P. Sinclair/The Phillipian

Edinburghʼs historic castle.

Farah Dahya



Prateek Kumar ʼ07 was hon-
ored this past summer as a re-
cipient of the 2006 Congressio-
nal Award Gold Medal, the most 
prestigious award that the United 
States Congress gives to students.

This year 242 students across 
the country were honored.  Each 
of these students had participated 
in at least 400 hours of commu-
nity service, 200 hours of both 
physical and personal develop-
ment activities, and spent at least 
four consecutive days on an expe-
dition.  

Kumar completed 450 hours 
of personal development and 375 
hours of personal fitness.  He took 
a five-day trip to Camphill Vil-
lage, a community-based facility 
that serves as a home for adults 
that require special care.  

Kumar also completed 450 
hours of community service. He 
began doing community service 
work when he was still involved 
with the Boy Scouts of America 
and was working his way towards 

the rank of Eagle Scout.  How-
ever, volunteer hours are accepted 
for the medal only after the recipi-
ent has passed the age of 13 and 
a half.  

Kumar first heard about the 
award through Scouting during 
his Junior year, a short time after 
he had passed the age require-
ment. 

Dr. David Stern, Instructor 
in Chemistry, served as Kumar s̓ 
advisor throughout his commu-
nity work. According to Kumar, 
Dr. Stern provided him with ideas 
on how to complete the various 
requirements for the award.  Dr 
Stern said of Kumar, “[He is] an 
intelligent and highly motivated 
young man.”

Richard Gorham, Kumar s̓ 
house counselor, also knew a 
great deal about the activities that 
he was involved in and was able 
to verify that he had actually com-
pleted the work. 

Kumar said, “I am grateful to 
both [Dr. Stern and Mr. Gorham] 
as they have been mentors for me 
throughout my Andover career.”   

Reflecting on the honor of re-
ceiving the award Kumar said, “It 
was gratifying, to say the least. 
The requirements for attaining 
the Gold Congressional Award 
are very stringent and time-con-
suming, but I had fun along the 
way. The award was a side benefit 
relative to the actual act of volun-
teering.”  

According to Kumar, he 
completed the service because 
he believes it is important for 
Americans to give back to their 
communities. He said, “I received 
a lot of help from those around me 
when I was younger, and volun-
teering was a way for me to say 
thank [them].” 

Kumar participated in many 
diverse community service ac-
tivities that counted towards the 
hours needed for the award.  

Kumar initiated the Acade-
my s̓ response to the December 
2004 tsunamis in Southeast Asia.  
The Academy named him a Win-
ston Volunteer Fellow and gave 
him a $500 grant to run “Excel-
lence through Education.”  “Ex-
cellence” is a program that he 
started in Albany to teach inner-
city youth about the importance 
of a good education.  

Kumar currently serves as a 
Service Saturdays Coordinator 
with the PA Community Service 
Department.

Climbing thousand-year-old 
ruins and exploring 200-foot-tall 
temples is not the average sum-
mer vacation, and for ten Ando-
ver students it was the experience 
of a lifetime. For the first time the 
Robert S. Peabody Museum of 
Archaeology teamed up with the 
Spanish Department to establish 
B.ʻA.L.A.M., a two week adven-
ture through Mexico, Guatemala, 
and Belize, and almost a dozen 
Mayan archaeological sites.

The acronym, B.ʻA.L.A.M., 
stands for “Bilingual Archaeolog-
ical Learning Adventure in Meso-
america.”  The program works to 
educate students about the ancient 
civilizations of Mesoamerica and 
to help them improve their Span-
ish proficiency through cultural 
immersion.

The B.ʻA.L.A.M. students 
visited eight distinct Mayan ruins, 
twelve ruined cities, two cenotes 
(submerged caverns), and an an-
cient ceremonial cave. The group 
also participated in the archaeo-
logical excavation of the ancient 
Mayan city Cahal Pech, where 
they uncovered a “bi-face projec-
tile point,” similar to an arrow-
head. They had the opportunity 
to explore Chechem Ha, a Mayan 
cave site in Belize used for rituals.  
At the cave, they found artifacts 
over 2000 years old. 

Donald Slater, Assistant Col-
lection Manager and Educator 
at the Robert S. Peabody Mu-
seum and Mark Cutler, Instruc-
tor in Spanish, co-directed B.ʻA.
L.A.M. 

Dr. John Maier, Instructor in 
Spanish, hatched the idea during 
a presentation on Mesoamerica at 
the Peabody.  With approval from 
the Deanʼs Council and funding 
from the Abbot Academy Asso-

ciation, the museum initiated the 
venture.

Mr. Slater and Mr. Cutler 
sent the students on missions to 
talk to the natives of each region 
and learn about their language 
and culture. Students frequented 
small, cozy towns where they vis-
ited markets and discussed recent 
town elections and the world cup 
with locals. While the natives were 
introverted at first, they quickly 
opened up to teach students about 
their culture and the Maya.

“I saw people living in shacks 
without electricity and running 
water and I saw the local militia 
patrolling the roads for banditos 
because cars were being hijacked 
and people were being robbed. [I 
was left with] more of a sense of 
having a wider, more educated 
understanding of the world,” said 
Gilleon.

Students also had the oppor-
tunity to scuba dive on the Belize 
Barrier Reef, the second longest 
in the world, and swim with nurse 
sharks and stingrays. Mr. Cutler 
said, “Our main hope [was] to 
open up students  ̓eyes to a whole 
other world...itʼs exotic, breath-
taking and inspiring. The fact that 
we traveled through a predomi-
nantly Spanish-speaking region 
of the world made for a natural 
combination of language and ar-
chaeology.”

“One of the most important 
pieces in coordinating a trip like 
this is being able to evaluate the 
potential of an experience and 
know how to capitalize on it. We 
researched every detail of the trip 
prior to our departure, mapping 
out the best route, and making 
personal contacts with vendors 
whenever possible,” he said.

The ten participants were 
Lindsay Agostinelli ʼ07, Tia Con-
treras ʼ07, Matthew Cranney ʼ08, 
Evan DelGaudio ʼ08, Kristi Gil-
leon ʼ07,  Naomi Jiang ʼ07, Rox-

anne Pierson ʼ07, Elizabeth Ry-
znar ʼ06, Shayna Sanderson ʼ08, 
and Lillian Stein ʼ07. 

Students had many different 
reasons for participating in the 
program.

“I decided to participate in 
B.ʻA.L.A.M. after hearing about 
it in Spanish class.  Iʼd never 
done any archaeology before, but 
I figured the B.ʻA.L.A.M. project 
would be a great opportunity to 
try something new,” said DelGau-
dio. While Spanish experience 
was not required, language played 
a key role in navigating through 
the different towns.

Stein was interested in the op-
portunity to learn about Mayan 
art. “We saw things like engraved 
bones, intricate jade carvings, 
grotesque murals, masks large 
enough to flank entire staircases, 
and pottery from time periods 
spanning the Mayan timetable...
You can read about this stuff in 
books, but it s definitely more 
touching to see it all in person,” 
she said. 

Gilleon, who plans to study 
anthropology in college, first 

heard about the trip during work 
duty at the Peabody and was in-
stantly interested. 

For Gilleon, visiting the cit-
ies Tikal and Calakmul was the 
high point of the trip. “[They] 
were phenomenal...The history, 
archaeological artifacts, and sheer 
size of these two sites was incred-
ible, but my favorite part was 
standing on top of the temples 
where ancient rulers would have 
once stood, performing sacrifices 
or religious rituals, and looking 
out over the jungle canopy to the 
horizonʼs edge,” she said.

“I think thatʼs the most impor-
tant thing that I took away from 
the program—awe –which in turn 
let me gain more insight into the 
Maya world,” added Ryznar.

Most agreed that making 
friends was the most enjoyable 
part of the trip. 

“At the end of the two weeks...
we had grown as a large family 
and nobody wanted the experi-
ence to end. Even the two boys 
didnʼt mind being in the minority 
among eight women,” Mr. Cutler 
joked.

www.andover.edu
Students and teachers visited ancient Mayan ruins on the B.ʼA.
L.A.M project in Central America this summer.
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West Quad North Blue Key Head Sam Gould ʼ07 helped lead cheers for new students at the Armillary Sphere this past Saturday.

Andoverʼs peer schools.
476 students, or 20% of 

applicants, were accepted. The 
admission rate decreased by 1% 
since last year, making Phillips 
Academy twice as competitive 
as it was 15 years ago when the 
admission rate was 40%. 

An impressive 72% 
matriculation rate highlighted 
the success of this yearʼs 
admission season. In addition 
to having the largest number 
of applicants, Andover had the 
highest matriculation rate of any 
of its peer schools. 

The Academy continues to 
strive for a need-blind admissions 
process, having increased the 
percentage of students who 
receive financial aid from 40% to 
41% this year. Andover remains 
committed to its ultimate goal of 
achieving need-blind admission 
status.

 Senior Associate Dean of 
Admission and Acting Dean of 
Admission for 2006 Deborah 
Murphy wrote, “These students 
share their inspiring personal 
stories during the admission 
process and represent many 
cultures, traditions, points of 
view and talents.

“Athletes, musicians, artists, 
community servants, writers 
and scientists...in the coming 
days we hope members of this 
community enjoy discovering 
these studentʼs stories as much 
as we did during the admission 
process.”

KEYS WELCOME 

FROM 34 STATES

NEW STUDENTS

Continued from Page A1, Column 4

Prateek Kumar ̓ 07 Awarded
Congressional Gold Medal

By ELINOR GARCIA-GARCIA

Ten Students Explore Mayan Ruins, Study Spanish
in Mexico, Belize, and Guatemala with B.̓A.L.A.M.  
By KATHERINE CHEN

Prateek Kumar, Class of 2007
www.andover.edu

In Loving Memory
Craig Thorn IV

1958-2006

Downtown Dining Discounts
King s̓ Subs is offering the following deals to 

all Andover students:
1) small pizza: $4.50 (50 cents for every extra 

topping)
2) buy one sub, get a second sub of equal or 

lesser value for 1/2 off
3) buy a large sub, get a free small fry

4) buy a small pizza, get a small wing, small 
finger, or small mozzarella box for 1/2 off
5) free 20 oz. soda with any dinner plate

Please note that you cannot combine these 
deals together.

 Free delivery to students who call by 9:30 PM

Thai Sweet Basil is offering a 10% discount to 
all parties with an Andover student, for a sav-
ings of up to $20 per visit (aka if your party s̓ 

meal is $250 collectively, you only get $20 off).
 

Yama is offering all Andover students a free 
regular ice cream with the purchase of any 

dinner entree or combination of food totaling to 
$25 or more.

 
And please please please, donʼt forget the most 
important part: in order for Andover students to 
receive ANY of these deals, they MUST show 

an Andover ID.  No exceptions.

Also listed at andovertakeout.com

Want to meet 

Senior girls?

WRITE FOR 

NEWS
Preppy Blonde x6646

City Blonde x6139
Courtesy of the Thorn Family
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PG Gigi Cadet ʼ07 participates in a running and tackling drills during Varsity Football tryouts. The team is dreaming big after 
last yearʼs loss in the championship game to Trinity-Pawling. 

In a series spanning the entire 
fall term, The Phillipian will be tak-
ing an in-depth look at the Phillips 
Academy athletics program, focus-
ing on a number of specifi c topics. 

Looking at statistics from the 
1990 s̓ and the fi rst seven years 
(excluding the fall term of 2006) of 
this decade, Andover s̓ sports pro-
gram has declined in the new mil-
lennium. In the 1990 s̓, 20 Andover 
varsity teams combined to win 55 
New England championships. In 
the fi rst seven years of the 1990 s̓, 
17 varsity teams won a total of 40 
New England titles. Six of those 17 
teams won three or more titles from 
1990-1996. 

In the fi rst seven years of the 
new millennium, 13 varsity squads 
have combined to win 23 New 
England championships. The Var-
sity Boys and Girls Track teams 
and the Girls Swimming team have 
won over half of those 23 champi-
onships on their own. 

The Varsity Football, Boys and 
Girls Soccer, Boys and Girls Bas-
ketball, Boys and Girls Hockey, 
Boys and Girls Waterpolo, and 
Field Hockey teams have com-
bined to win a grand total of one 
New England championship from 
2000-2006 (once again excluding 
the fall of 2006). 

Not only did Andover win 
many more championships in the 
fi rst seven years of the 1990 s̓ but 
also won 15 titles in the last three 
years of the decade, only eight 
fewer than Andover has won in the 
seven years of the new decade. 

Is there any reason for Andover 
diminished success in athletics in 
the new millennium? In this series, 
The Phillipian will examine every 
aspect of the Athletic Department 
and, hopefully, we can draw con-
clusions that will bring Andover 
back to the level of success that it 
enjoyed in the previous decade. 

The Phillipian will investigate 

the actual Athletic Department it-
self. Are more full-time coaches 
needed to run an athletic depart-
ment managing over 1000 stu-
dents? 

Should coaching athletics been 
on a par with teaching in the teach-
er-house counselor-coach triple 
threat system that Andover cur-
rently implements? 

The series will also examine 
the athletic department s̓ capabil-
ity to give every student, from the 
aspiring Division I athlete to the 
aspiring small college and Division 
III athlete to the aspiring Andover 
varsity athlete to the student that 
does not care at all about sports, a 
positive and benefi cial athletic ex-
perience. 

The articles will analyze the 
athletic requirement and whether 
every student has a quality athletic 
option. 

The Andover JV program will 
also be investigated. Does the JV 
program develop talent and prepare 
its athletes for varsity play? Can an 
athlete go from a JV team as an up-
per to meaningfully contributing to 
a varsity team as a senior? On the 
same note, should interest and com-
petence in athletics in applicants for 
ninth or tenth grade be considered 
in the admission process, assum-
ing that those applicants are worthy 
students but maybe not necessarily 
the very best students? 

Finally, the series will look at 
the role of post-graduates at Ando-
ver and how they fi t into the Phil-
lips Academy community. 

The central issue in this series 
is whether Andover is satisfi ed 
with just being competitive in all 
sports or is there a concerted effort 
to build an athletic program that 
consistently wins or contends for 
championships in all sports.  

Should the standards of excel-
lence in athletics be equal to the 
standards of excellence in academ-
ics? This series will allow you to 
make your own opinion about that.  

Phillipian Sports Fall Series:
A Critical Look at PA Sports

By Will Sherrill
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS EDITOR

A n d o v e r 
Football will at-
tempt to recreate 
the immensely 
successful sea-
son in the fall 
of 2005, going 
8-0 and reach-
ing the Class A 

New England championship. The 
Blue rode on hard work, unity, 
selfl essness, and talent to reach the 
ultimate stage.  2006 brings high 
expectations once again and an 
equally exciting buzz to campus. 
Coach Leon Modeste, at the helm 
of the Blue for his 20th season, has 
led Andover to a 102-52-2 record 
during his time. And the target 
is clear: “Our goal is to get back 
where we were last year, and win 
the whole thing,” says Co-Captain 
Will Sherrill ʼ07.

While a lot of offensive fi re-
power was lost, having gradu-
ated a pair of all-league RBs, an 

all-league QB, and four of the top 
receivers on last year s̓ squad, the 
offense is still ripe with capable 
and talented players eager to take 
on their new responsibilities. 

Returning senior Sherrill takes 
over at quarterback, briefl y show-
ing his potential last year when 
he stepped in for an injured Joey 
Lokitis ʼ06. 

The running game will feature 
a style different from last year s̓ 
dynamic duo, emphasizing power 
instead of speed. Alongside return-
ing senior Mike Tully ʼ07 come 
postgraduate bruisers Luke De-
Luca ʼ07, Gigi Cadet ʼ07, and the 
agile Anthony Ambrosi ʼ07. The 
foursome will cycle in and out, 
feeding into an I-form, 3-wideout 
set for the majority of the plays.  
The formation results from this 
year s̓ attempt to create a more me-
thodical offense than last year s̓, 
where explosiveness was the key.

Sherrill will have some ath-
letic gamers to feed the ball to in 
the air, as six-foot-six tight end and 
split-out postgrad Austin Monahan 

ʼ07 provides a huge target down-
fi eld. “Austin s̓ got some awesome 
hands, and he s̓ speedy for a big 
guy. He s̓ taller than everyone else 
covering him,” says Sherrill. Step-
ping into the wide receiver roles 
will also be returner Mike Cium-
mei ʼ08 and postgrad Ty Palin ʼ07, 
while Co-Captain Peter Casey ʼ07 
will share the tight end duties.

The offensive line looks to 
plug some holes opened by gradu-
ation, but the anchor that is Co-
Captain Chris Shannon ʼ07 leads 
at left (blind-side) tackle, opposite 
the budding Matt Skinner ʼ07 who 
steps up at right tackle.

Ask any player about the de-
fense, and sit back to hear the 
universal praise. The D has taken 
a step forward and improved in 
2006, even after only allowing 
an average of 14 points per game 
in 2005. “Our defense has got-
ten much faster this year,” Coach 
Modeste reiterated, “which means 
weʼll be able to blitz a lot more, 
and have the movement to cover 
more ground.”

The front line of the defense 
will establish the line of scrim-
mage well with its size, as Skinner 
and Monahan will cycle through at 
the ends, while Shannon and Matt 
Gaske ʼ08 will help plug the gaps 
at tackle. Newcomers DeLuca, Ca-
det, and PG Kevin Wood ʼ07 lead 
the linebacking corps with lots of 
experience and athleticism. “Gigi 
and Luke have sonar when theyʼre 
out there tracking down balls,” 
said Coach Modeste, while Wood 
led his team in tackles as captain 
last year. “The linebackers are a 

PA Football Embraces New Power Style on Offense and Speed on D;
PG s̓ and Seniors Fill Skill Positions and Linebackers Lead Defense

By Chris George
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Courtesy of Andovercrew.net

Boys First Boat after winning the Reading Town Regatta. Four of the nine will return this up-
coming spring. 

With the addition of four 
PGs and the continuing leader-

ship of Co-Cap-
tains Katharine 
Lee-Kramer ̓ 07 
and Roxanne 
Knapp ʼ07, the 
girls  ̓ soccer 
team holds the 
potential for a 

phenomenal season.  
Two-year varsity player 

and forward Dana Feeny ʼ08 
stated, “[Lee-Kramer ʼ07 and 
Knapp ʻ07] make the best lead-
ers I could have chosen.”  The 
captains complete each other, 
as Feeny continued, “Kather-
ine really controls the field as a 
starting defender, always mak-
ing the right passes and moving 
us into the offensive end.  Roxy 
controls the team off the field, 
keeping everyone included, in-
formed, and excited about the 
season.”

Prior to pre-season, the girls 

had an opportunity to play with 
each other at a five-day team 
prep camp that met over the 
summer.  There, the girls saw a 
unity and crispness in play ex-
ecution that lacked in last yearʼs 
team.  Of the nine games played 
at prep camp, the PA girls  ̓ lost 
only one.  

Graduating almost half of 
last yearʼs team, ample space 
exists to welcome new players.  
Along with many talented JV 
players who may step up this 
year, the four PGs will look to 
assume starting positions. 

 Since both goalies graduated 
last year, Goalie Emily Weedon 
ʼ06 will be a crucial asset to the 
team.  Meghan Hartnett ʼ06, an 
aggressive forward with shoot-
ing precision, comes from Gov-
ernor-Drummer Academy.  Katy 
Holihan ʼ06, from Chicago, 
plays defense, and Jane Peters 
ʼ06 from Westborough, MA 
covers the midfield.  

 The incoming talents will 
only enhance the play of the re-
turning stars.  

Lee-Kramer returns for her 
fourth year on the varsity. Her 
versatility helps the team trans-
fer flawlessly from defensive to 
offensive play. 

The confidence of Kennedy 
distinguishes her from the rest 
of the group.  Large portions of 
her summer were dedicated to 
improving her technical skills.  
This summer alone Kennedy ran 
four times a week, participated 
on a summer district soccer 
team with Knapp, and traveled 
to Brown with Lee-Kramer for a 
soccer camp.

The experience of the team 
will be advantageous against 
the big competitors Loomis 

Lee-Kramer ʼ07, Knapp ʼ07 Lead Girls Soccer
Team Looks to Make First Playoff Run in Years

By Janet Scognamiglio
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

The 2006 Andover Boys 
Rowing team followed a very 
strong regular season with an 

excellent show-
ing overseas 
at the Henley 
Royal Regatta, 
a prestigious 
t o u r n a m e n t 
held every year 

in England.  
Hard work and determina-

tion propelled Andoverʼs boat 
past several American and Brit-
ish boats to earn a very respect-
ed spot in the semifinals of the 
Princess Elizabeth Challenge 
Cup, the schoolboy eights divi-
sion of the tournament. 

The Regatta, held annu-
ally in Henley-on-Thames, near 
London, is arguably the worldʼs 
most competitive rowing event, 
and winning one of its prizes is 
as prestigious as an Olympic 
Gold Medal. 

Co-Captain and stroke Justin 
Yi ʼ06 said, “I think personally 
that it was the coolest thing that 
I have ever done.  Itʼs rowing at 
its highest level; you canʼt re-
ally go higher than the Henley.  
There were over a quarter of a 
million people watching.”

The 2006 First Boat was 
composed of Yi, Geoff Martin 
ʼ07, Andrew Faulkner ʼ07, Karl 
Hirt ʼ06, Scott Morgan ʼ06, 
Rush Martin ʼ07, Parker Wash-
burn ʼ09, Chip Schroeder ʼ08, 
and coxswain Michelle Darby 
ʼ07.

This yearʼs participation 
in the Regatta marks only the 
fourth time in the past 25 years 
that an Andover boat has raced 
on the illustrious Thames Riv-
er.  

Although the delivery of the 
boat was delayed several days, 
the team did not let the error af-
fect the oncoming races. 

 The team started the two-
week stay in England with 
a win in the ʻSchoolboy ʻA  ̓

Eights  ̓division of the Reading 
Town Regatta.  

The rowers outperformed 
schools from both the US and 
England in rounds one and two 
and beat a fellow New England 
crew and infamous rival, Tabor 
Academy, in the final.  

Yi said, “The British teams 
are known to have good tech-
nique, they row together really 
well.  Theyʼre also known for 
getting out early and having 
a quicker start but they donʼt 
tend to fight back as hard later 
in the race.”

The Phillips Rowing team 
used the momentum built in the 
Reading Town Regatta to easily 
soar past the Kingston Gram-
mar School of England and 
post one of the best times in 
the opening rounds of the Prin-
cess Elizabeth Challenge Cup.  
Andover earned its spot in the 
semifinals by beating two other 
British teams in later rounds.  

Boys Crew Shines at Henley Regatta in England;
Team Records Best Henley Finish since 1965

By Chad Hollis
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

K. Matsumoto/The Phillipian

Co-Captain Katherine Lee-Kramer ʼ07 and PG Meghan Hart-
nett ʼ07 compete for the ball during soccer practice. 

GIRLS SOCCER

FOOTBALL

Continued on Page B2, Column 6

Continued on Page B2, Column 3 Continued on Page B3, Column 1

BOYS CREW
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Kristen MacDonald ʻ07 (left) passes the ball to open space for a teammate, while Lauren Jackson ʻ07 (right) receives a pass.  The fi eld hockey team will employ the 
transition game to catch its opponents off guard.  They hope to continue the success of past years with a strong playoff run.

Coach Modeste Optimistic 
About Team

huge strength, and our depth there 
is great as well,” says Sherill.

The secondary features some 
true potential, but the loss of both 
safeties, captain Matt Ward ʼ06 
and Tom Tassinari ʼ06, will leave 
a tough hole for Andover to fi ll. 
Casey  will step in at strong safety 
after leading PA in sacks in 2005, 
“and if anyone can replace Ward, 
it s̓ Peter,” says Coach Modeste. 
Chad Hollis ʼ08 returns at corner-
back, and will continue his impor-
tant role in 2006 alongside Am-
brosi. “Chad s̓ looking better than 
ever, he s̓ a legitimate lockdown 
corner right now. He simply takes 
away the opponent s̓ top receiving 
threat,” said Modeste glowingly.

Although many of the positions 
left open by seniors are already 
fi lled, there remain some impor-
tant battles for starting roles, most 
importantly for the center. With 
the graduation of three-year starter 
David Giller ʼ06, a new snapper is 
needed to step in and feed Sherrill 
with the cleanest transfers possible. 
The jobs of both place-kicker and 
punter are also up for grabs, while 
Casey s̓ partner at free safety will 
be a hotly contested position.

After its fi rst scrimmage with 
Cushing and Deerfi eld on the 16th, 
Andover opens the season by trav-
eling to Loomis on the 23rd. Sep-
tember 30th marks the home open-
er, as PA hosts perennially strong 
New Hampton at dusk. At home, 
the Blue will also welcome Cush-
ing, Deerfi eld, and Exeter who are 
all sure to bring a very tough game 
to the table. “I have all the faith in 
our seniors and all the guys,” com-
ments Coach Modeste, while Sher-
rill adds, “we have to keep working 
hard, keep our heads in each game, 
and I think our chances are just as 
great this year.”

Andover 

Ready
Football

The Fall 2006 Field Hockey 
Team promises to be an experi-

enced and tight-
knit group.  
Lauren Jackson 
ʻ07 predicts 
“this season will 
be a season of 
extremely hard 
work, where 

each player will give their best, 
and refuse to settle for anything 
but the best.”

 The team will return to the 
fi eld, lead by Captain Annie 
Boylan, ʼ07, who has been a 
Varsity letter winner since her 
junior year. Each player on the 
team possesses an overwhelming 
desire to win. With strong team 

chemistry as support and moti-
vation, each player will strive to 
take its game to the next level. 

Holding conditioning as a 
higher priority than skills, Coach 
Kate Dolan spent a majority of 
this preseason whipping her 
players into shape. She coaches 
her team to be aggressive on 
the fi eld and give 100% in ev-
ery game and practice. Andover 
welcomes many fi rst-year play-
ers but every athlete is playing 
well and progressing with each 
practice. 

Captain Boylan is confi dant 
in the teamʼs “strong core and 
great returners.” The six other 
returning seniors include goalie 
Ale Moss ʻ07, midfi eld/forward 
Lauren Jackson ʼ07, forward 
Meg Shea ʼ07, defensive back 
Arielle Filiberti ʼ07 and Kristen 

Macdonald ʼ07 and Ali Zind-
man ʼ07. Strong returning con-
tributors to the team will include 
three rising uppers Britney Van 
Valkenburg ʼ08, Lindsey Weiner 
ʼ08 and Jamie Harisiades ʼ08. 
Though these players may be 
used to one position, each will 
have to step up and fi ll any gaps 
left in the team. 

Beyond a strong focus on 
overall conditioning, Coach 
Dolan will push the team to fo-
cus on ball movement, execution 
of plays, and communication. 
Strong ball movement skills aid 
the players  ̓ individual ability 
to set up double teams and tri-
angles. This support is crucial 
in Andoverʼs ability to execute 
plays. 

With these skills, Andover  
will weave past their opponents, 
move quickly down the fi eld, and 
score goals with ease.

 A fi nal essential element of 
Andoverʼs success is commu-
nication. Stressing communica-
tion on and off the fi eld ensures 
unity and teamwork. Moss ʼ07 is 
a very strong goalie and will be 
a key communicator in the back 
fi eld, but it will take every player 
working together to have as suc-
cessful as a season as last year. 

The team aims to pull all of 
these elements together and de-
feat its strongest opponents. Last 
year Hotchkiss defeated Ando-
ver in the playoffs. This year An-
dover hopes to meet them again 
in the tournament to avenge its 
loss. 

Captain Boylan predicts both 
Exeter and Nobles to be diffi cult 
and pivotal games this season. 
Though Exeter and Nobles will 
be important matches to win, it is 
important to remember that ev-
ery single game is a crucial step 

on the way to the tournament. 
As Jackson ʼ07 concludes, 

“every match is important this 
year. We must take one game at 
a time—we cannot focus on past 
games whether it was a win or 
a lost—and we can not look too 
far ahead in the future, or we will 
not be well enough prepared for 
the present.” 

With their predominate se-
nior leadership and strong desire 
to win, the Phillips Academy 
Field Hockey team is primed to 
win.   

Field Hockey Prides Itself In Work Ethic, Cohesiveness, Confi dence, and Focus;
Strong Core of Returners to Lead On and Off Field, while Newcomers Add Depth
By Cassidy Carpenter
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Continued from Page B1, Column 4

FIELD HOCKEY

Captains Feel Good about 
Team s̓ Chances

and Brooks.  Returning Senior 
players Lee-Kramer, Kennedy, 
and Hollis have all been on var-
sity since freshman year. Knapp 
made the team lower year, as did 
Sarah Gardner ʼ07 in her Upper 
year.  

Already some season goals 
have been established: trust of 
self and teammate head the list.  
The hesitation in the execution 
of the plays, an obstacle that has 
plagued the team in prior years, 
may have resulted from this 
lack of confidence among team-
mates.

 Knapp  and Kennedy agree 
that more creative plays and ex-
ecution strategies will lead to 
more scoring.  If the team can 
accomplish these goals, it will 
become almost invincible, as it 
already demonstrates good ball 
control, acute footwork, and 
speed. 

 Naturally, the players have 
personal goals as well, as Gard-
ner ʻ07 says, “Iʼd like to make 
it to New Englands my senior 
year.” 

The Co-Captains can barely 
wait to get the season started. 

Lee-Kramer commented, 
“When I got back from prep 
camp my dad asked me how the 
team looked and all I said was, 
ʻpretty freakin  ̓sweet.ʼ”

Girls Soccer

Strong Season
Hopes for 
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Alex Clifford ʼ07 prepares to strike the ball while under pressure from Chris Wade ʼ08. Clifford 
will look to control play from the midfi eld this year. 

Steve Carr begins his tenure 
as the Boys  ̓Varsity Soccer Coach 

surrounded by 
experience—his 
own and that of 
his players. Hav-
ing previously 
worked with the 
squad, Coach 
Carr is comfort-
able in Andover s̓ 

system and style of play. Alex Clif-
ford ʼ07,  A.J. Charles ʼ07, and Ja-
son Zhu ̓ 07 have proven their worth 
over Andover s̓ tenure as one of  
New England s̓ best soccer teams. 
Andover s̓ new additions hope to 
strengthen team chemistry as it pre-
pares for tough competition from 
around the league.

Coach Carr and his players look 
forward to facing off with their famil-
iar prep school challengers. In 2005, 
a strong Andover team posted an 8-
4-1 record. At the beginning of the 
season, the team fought hard against 
tough Brooks and Loomis teams. 
Andover tied Brooks and beat Loo-
mis, but was soon taken by surprise 
as it lost unexpectedly to Winchen-
don, Deerfi eld, and Worcester. En-
tering this season, Andover s̓ return-
ing players will learn from the past 

and treat all their competition with 
the respect they deserve.

At this point, the team is capable 
of taking on a demanding schedule. 
Andover brings back twelve varsity 
letter winners from the 2005 season. 
Of the three seniors, both Charles 
and Zhu were on the team as fresh-
men, while Clifford joined them as 
a new lower. Charles, a forward, sat 
out last season, but he is back and 
ready for action this year. Though the 
team has yet to designate a captain, 
these three seniors will undoubtedly 
bring their leadership, experience, 
and know-how to the fi eld.

These seniors are supported by 
an exceptionally strong group of up-
pers, who will fi ll out the lineup.

Most of the players have been 
honing their skills all summer. Many 
varsity candidates just returned from 
team prep camp, where they prac-
ticed together and tested their skills 
against other prep school teams. 

At the camp, Andover lost 2-
1 against N.M.H., despite scoring 
fi rst. Andover also took on Taft in 
two split-squad match-ups; Andover 
won both encounters.

Though several players return 
for Andover, the group is looking for 
players to fi ll gaps and create a more 
well-rounded team.

“Weʼre a team of midfi elders,” 
joked Clifford. Five of the twelve 
with varsity experience are midfi eld-

ers, as are some of the new additions. 
This concentration of midfi elders is 
not the best-case scenario, but it will 
make for a high-powered offense.

“Our biggest strength will be 
speed,” said Clifford. “We have a lot 
of fast kids. Weʼll be pretty direct. 
Weʼll try to go straight over the top 
[of the opposing defenders] to the 
goal.”

Though both Mike Donelan 
ʼ08 and Tanner McNeill ʼ08 return 
as backs, the team could be over-
matched on defense in terms of 
height. Clifford noted that the small-
er defenders have the potential to be 
“dominated in the air offensively.”

This particular weakness could 
make it diffi cult for Andover to stop 
aerial drives and regain possession. 
Despite this, Donelan, McNeill, and 
the other defenders should be able to 
use their speed as a weapon on the 
ground. 

When they are able to take con-
trol and clear the ball out, theyʼll 
have plenty of options on offense. 
In addition to the seniors, theyʼll 
rely on classmates Chris Wade ʼ08, 
Zach Dixon ʼ08, and Joey Mensah 
ʼ08 up the fi eld. In net, John Gardner 
ʼ08 will return for his second year as 
goalie.

The team looks to open the sea-
son strong when it hosts Brooks, a 
perennial powerhouse, on Septem-
ber 20th.

Boys Soccer Prepares to Make Playoff Run;
Seniors Clifford ʼ07, Charles ʼ07, Zhu ʼ07 to Star

By Matt Schubert
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Continued from Page B1, Column 3

ATHLETIC  
SLATE

BOYS SOCCER

Saturday, September 16

Home:
Field Hockey v. Groton @ 

1:00

Volleyball v. Cushing/St. 
Pauls/Exeter/New Hampton 

@ 2:15

Waterpolo v. N.M.H/Deerfi eld 
@1:30

Away:
Football @ Cushing/Deer-

fi eld, (scrimmage) 1:15

Boys Soccer @ St. Paul s̓. 
2:00

Girls Soccer @ Rivers, 2:00
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Phillip Meyer ʼ08 warms up during a pre-season practice. Meyer is returning with the hopes of 
earning a starting position after playing the role of substitute his lower year.

After an impressive 2005 
season, the Waterpolo team 

looks to once 
again prove 
themselves as a 
legitimate force 
this upcom-
ing fall.  With 
a strong core 
of returners led 

by Captain Howie Kalter ʼ07, 
the squad has both convincing 
potential and strong veteran tal-
ent, including Scott McColl ʻ07, 
Billy Draper ʻ07, Rush Martin 
ʻ07, Ryan Ferguson ʻ07, An-
drew Faulkner ʻ07, and William 
Faulkner ʼ09 (who started as 
deep-end goalie last year).  The 
Big Blue fi nished third in the in-
terscholastic tournament last fall, 

and played very competitively 
against archrival Exeter, one of 
the East Coastʼs top programs.  
But the team is not resting on 
any laurels, as the focus is on the 
season ahead. 

Kalter, a member of the 2005 
All-Tourney Team, has high 
hopes for his team this fall: “We 
have a very strong returning team.  
Most of the seniors have played 
for at least three years and are 
very familiar with the program. 
We are also expecting a few new 
players that are primarily swim-
mers, but I think that by the end 
of the season they will be con-
tributing members of our team.”  
Kalter stressed some primary 
goals: “My goals for this yearʼs 
team are for us to be the best-
conditioned and hardest-working 
team in the league, and for our 
profi ciency and comprehension 

of the fundamentals to be top-
notch.” Goalie Draper also com-
mented, “I think we have a lot of 
great kids on the team, and some 
new talent is coming in.  Now 
that weʼre more experienced and 
we know what we need to do to 
win, I think we can really suc-
ceed in this season.”

The squadʼs tough schedule 
includes two match ups against 
Exeter, the fi rst on September 
20, which will test the team early 
on in the season.  After losing to 
Exeter by a four-goal margin last 
year, in years past it had often 
been three times that, the team 
hopes that this will be the year 
they overtake PEA in both regu-
lar and post-season play.  The 
schedule also includes games 
against perennial threats Choate 
and Loomis-Chaffee.

After only one-and-one-half 
weeks of team practices, the 
team will match up against both 
NMH and Deerfi eld at home on 
the 16th. Coach David Fox and 
Kalter will look to build on last 
yearʼs success and transform the 
program into a serious threat.

Waterpolo Looks to Resume Last Year s̓ Success;
Promising Outlook After Losing Only 3 Seniors

By Dave Koppel
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Historical Finish Showcases 
Program s̓ Strength

They first beat Edwardʼs 
School by two-and-three-quar-
ters lengths and then fought 
a tough battle with Abington 
School to an exciting finish.  

Yi said, “the third race was 
the defining moment for us as a 
team.”

  The Blue were losing by 
one boat length with 500 meters 
to go in the race when their cox-
swain Darby started to call for 
a sprint.

  Yi said, “We were down by 
six seats, but we knew we could 
win the race.  We barely edged 
them out then maintained to win 
by 1/3 of a length. 

 Itʼs the race weʼll all remem-
ber forever. ” The race between 
the relatively unknown PA crew 
and the crew from Abingdon 
School, the second place win-
ners at British Nationals, was 
regarded by many as the eventʼs 
most exciting competitions.

In the semifinals, Phillips 
Academy faced off against The 
Kingʼs School of Chester, Eng-
land, who handed Andover its 
first loss of the trip. 

Yi said, “We lost because we 
killed ourselves the day before.  
We were drained both mentally 
and physically and couldnʼt beat 
a team that was not as talented 
as the one we faced the day be-
fore, we just felt really empty.  It 
was one of the most frustrating 
experiences we had ever been 
through as a crew. Even though 
we did not win, our place in the 
ʻsemiʼs  ̓ brought Andover crew 
to another level.  We made a 
name for our school so that the 
next time we come, people will 
know who we are.”

Boys Crew Tops

Competition
International

Co-Captains Ben Bramhall 
ʼ07 and Kentaro Watari ʼ07 lead 

a promising 
group of young 
Varsity Boys 
Cross Country 
runners into 
a season that 
is sure to be a 
successful one.  

After last seasonʼs second place 
finish at Interschols, the team 
looks to take home the champi-
onship at the end of the season 
with the help of a strong core 
of runners and a few new addi-
tions.

Head Coach Jeff Domina 
said about the two able Cap-
tains, “Ben and Ken bring re-
markable talent and experience 
to this program.  They train and 
compete with intensity and in-
telligence, and they know how 
to look after their teammates.  It 
feels good to be able to depend 
on such leaders.”

Talent runs deep within this 
impressive group of boys, and 
while the team will feel the 
loss of former Captain Sean 
Hamilton ʼ06, many able run-
ners with experience will fill 
the holes.  Co-Captain Watari 
said, “We only lost one runner 
in Sean from our Varsity seven 
and the team is looking amaz-
ing. We have a strong group of 
core runners coming back and 
this year weʼre looking for the 
Interschols win at the end of the 
season.” 

Top seniors, including Co-
Captains Bramhall and Wa-
tari, lead the team in the early 
season.  Although Co-Captain 
Watari comes into the season 
recovering from an injury over 
the summer, he will be an indis-
pensable member of the team 
once he has fully recuperated.  
Addison Godine ʼ07 returns, 
looking fit and ready after a 
strong summer of training. 
Geoff Martin ʼ07, Alex Hugon 
ʼ07 and Jim Elder ʼ07 also look 
to step up this year.  New senior 
Evan Moore ʼ07 joins the team.  

Co-Captain Watari said, 
“We have a good group of se-
niors returning this year and 
with the addition of Evan weʼre 
looking to add new depth to the 

group.  Weʼre also seeing a lot 
of improvement from our JV 
team from last year, and Jim 
and Hanson are really stepping 
it up.”

Indeed, Hanson Causbie ʼ08 
looks strong in the early sea-
son, and while the team feels 
the loss of Sean Beckett ʼ08 to 
Exeter and Nate Thomas ʼ08 to 
a year in Germany, new upper 
Matt Sternberg ʼ08 can fill the 
holes.  

A strong showing is expect-
ed from the talented group of 
returning lowers. The class of 
2009 proved its greatness last 
year, comprising three of the 
top seven athletes that ran at In-
terschols.  While Mike Discen-
za ʻ09 suffered from a pulled 
hip flexor over the summer, his 
recovery is going smoothly. Eli 
Howe ̓ 09 and David Wilson ̓ 09 
have both worked hard over the 
summer and will be key players 
in the teamʼs success this year.   

While preseason promises 
a healthy and pumped group 
of runners, the boys strongly 
feel the absence of 2005 Head 
Coach Jon Stableford, who suf-
fered from a severe illness over 
the summer and is expected to 
return in late September.  

Coach Domina anticipates 
great things from the team.  
Coach Domina said, “Itʼs great 
to see how the returning run-
ners have developed over the 
summer and to welcome the 
new guys. The team feels Coach 
Stablefordʼs absence deeply, 
but heʼs on our minds as we 
run, and weʼre looking forward 
to having him rejoin us as soon 
as he can.”

While the exact members of 
the Varsity team remain up in 
the air, the team will run a time 
trial next Saturday to determine 
which runners will participate 
in the teamʼs preseason Canter-
bury race.  The official race sea-
son commences on the Andover 
course, with the Developmental 
Invitational. 

The Invitational will be 
Andoverʼs one and only home 
race.  All the other races are 
away, at Choate, St. Paulʼs, 
N.M.H, and Exeter.  The season 
culminates at Interschols, held 
at Exeter this year, and Andover 
looks to dominate the field and 
fast course in a season destined 
for greatness.  

BXC to Push for League Title;
Second Place is Unsatsifying

By Sara Ho
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

B. Canaday/The Phillipian

The Girls Cross Country team, shown training, is eager to begin the 2006 campaign and defend their 
status as reigning champion.  Abby Levene ʻ09 (right) hopes to repeat her All-NE worthy performance.

The Andover girls cross 
country team arrived back on the 

Great Lawn 
for preseason 
last Thurs-
day, ready to 
defend their 
title as NEP-
STA Division I 
championship. 
Fifteen return-

ing runners compiled the group 
for some early training before 
what looks to be another promis-
ing season. 

Of the fi fteen, the majority are 
Seniors, including Captain Katie 
Morris ʻ07. Last season, Morris 
ran just seconds over 21 minutes 
for the 5k, and looks to break that 
barrier soon.

Kit Harris ʻ07 and Becca 
Waldo ʻ07, both Under-22 racers, 
make up the Senior group along 
with Abby King ʻ07. King is run-
ning for the cross-country team 
for the fi rst time this year, but has 

extensive experience with long-
distance track events. As this 
yearʼs captain of the defending 
NEPSTA Outdoor Track Cham-
pions, King will be a vital addi-
tion to the lineup. Unfortunately, 
Erika Roddy ʼ07, who placed 
sixth overall at New Englandʼs 
and fi rst for Andover, was unable 
to attend preseason but hopes 
along with her teammates to be 
up and racing soon. Several more 
seniors will be welcomed back to 
the team upon the opening of the 
regular season.

The underclassmen show just 
as much potential, compiling over 
half of last yearʼs top seven, in ad-
dition to numbers eight through 
eleven. Top times come from 
Abby Levene ʻ09 and Breezy Jor-
dan ʼ09 with PRʼs of 19:22 and 
19:39 respectively. Also critical to 
the teamʼs success will be Berol 
Dewdney ʼ09, Sara Ho ʼ08, Sarah 
Cohan ʼ08 and Anne Elder ʼ09. 

Head Coach Nancy Lang can 
be counted on to cultivate strong 
runners this season with her bal-
anced training style. While tailor-
ing workouts to an individual lev-

el and pushing each runner to their 
highest performance, Coach Lang 
continues to stress the other ele-
ments of preparation. Beginning 
already in preseason, her empha-
sis on diet, hydrations and sleep is 
sure to keep the team healthy, and 
her genuine care for each team 
member beyond the runs is sure 
to add to team chemistry.

With “NEPSTA 2005 Girls 
Cross Country Champions” both 
on their minds and literally writ-
ten on the shoulders of their t-
shirts, the girls have defense of 
their title as motivation for this 
season. 

The road to Interschols begins 
with a season opener at Franklin 
Park, where between seven and 
fi fteen top runners will compete 
with both college and high school 
teams on a fast and fun course. 
This fi rst away meet is September 
23rd, followed by a home meet 
the next week on Saturday the 
30th—the Andover Invitational. 
All healthy and able runners will 
be competing on our home course 
at this event, where fans are al-
ways much appreciated.  

Girls Cross Country to Defend Title; Temporary 
 Absence of Roddy ʼ07 May Hinder Team Early 

By Jen Downing
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

The 2006 season holds 
high hopes and high standards 

for the Andover 
girls volleyball 
team.  The An-
dover girls suf-
fered a disap-
pointing loss to 

Hotchkiss in the 
finals of last yearʼs tournament 
after going undefeated in the 
regular season.  

After beating a difficult Taft 
team in the semi-finals, Ando-
ver was defeated in four sets by 
Hotchkiss.  

Even after losing four se-
niors, all of whom made the 
2005 league all-star team, Cap-
tain Cassidy Carpenter ʼ08 be-

lieves that this year the squad 
has the talent to reclaim the 
title. 

More importantly she said, 
“Everyone I have talked to on 
the team is very motivated to 
get the championship”. 

With only one other return-
ing starter, Atima Lui ʼ08, the 
team looks to its other returners 
to step into starting roles and 
make a difference. 

 Three of spots are likely to 
be filled by returning Seniors 
Pia Heilmann ʻ07, Sarah Beat-
tie ʻ07, and Lindsay Maroney 
ʻ07. 

 Also returning are Amberly 
Tenney ʻ08 and Erica Bakies 
ʼ08.  

The team expects some 
spots to be taken by JV players 
moving up. 

With so few returners, many 
players have been working hard 
this past summer to prepare 
themselves to fill a starting var-
sity spot and make an impact.  

Many players attended col-
lege camps to improve their 
play and practice against strong 
talent. 

Coaches Beckwith and Svec 
also supplied their players with 
an off-season agility program 
so the players can improve their 
speed, jumping, and quickness.  

While training and talent is 
very important to a team, so is 
team unity and overall mental-
ity.  

Captain Carpenter is “look-
ing forward to a lot of team 
chemistry and having a lot of 
fun” which she feels is crucial 
for a successful season.   

The 2006 season starts off 
quickly for the volleyball team, 
hosting Cushing, St. Paulʼs, 
Exeter, and New Hampton in 
a warm-up tournament on the 
16th.

 While this tournament does 
not count towards season stand-
ings, the team still considers it 
a very important. 

 The tournament allows the 
coaches to see their players 
in game situations and for the 
team to get some game time to-
gether.  

Two very important games 
on the girls schedule come 
against rival Exeter.  

PA first plays PEA away in 
mid-October, but the more im-
portant game comes on Ando-
ver/Exeter weekend when the 
team plays its final game before 
the league tournament.  

Exeter took the undefeated 
Andover team to the fourth set 
in a best of five match last year 
in the final game of the regular 
season.  

The team has high expec-
tations this season coming off 
three very strong seasons.  In 
2003 the team went 19-0 and 
won the championship.

  In 2004, the team went 15-4 
and lost in the semifinals and in 
2005, the team went undefeated 
but lost the championship.  

With three strong previous 
years the standards for this year 
are set high by both the players 
and the coaches.  

Volleyball Looks to Avenge Finals Loss;
Young Squad Prepared to Go the Distance
By J.R. Santaniello
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

S. Blackman/The Phillipian

Erica Bakies ʼ08 keeps her concentration on the ball during 
practice. 

VOLLEYBALL

GIRLS CROSS
COUNTRY

BOYS CROSS
COUNTRY

WATERPOLO

Continued from Page B1, Column 6
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Welcome to FeaturesYou should read us! Q: Bartz, how 
can I get fit 
for my fall 
sport after 
I got so out 
of shape this 
summer?

A: There has been no bet-
ter guide for my lifestyle than 
The New Encyclopedia of Mod-
ern Bodybuilding: The Bible of 
Bodybuilding, Fully updated and 
Revised by the man himself, Ar-
nold Schwarzenegger (yes, I had 
to look up how to spell his name 
on Google) and Bill Dobbins. 
The first step to getting back in 
shape is to purchase this book, 
read it like scripture, and buy an 
ample supply of steroids.

Unfortunately, scientists 
havenʼt perfected the biochem-
istry of steroids enough to where 
working out is no longer neces-
sary. Iʼd research up on it a little 
bit, but there is a dangerous alter-
native, blowing yourself up with 
a “gamma bomb.” If you donʼt 
where to find one of these, donʼt 
look for them in Iraq, trust me, 
just contact Al-Qaeda.

This method was perfected 
by a nuclear physicist, Dr. Rob-
ert Bruce Banner. However, 
you probably know him by the 
name of The Incredible Hulk. By 
the way, donʼt see that movie. 
I watched it this summer, total 
crap.

If you prefer, to get fit the 
old-fashioned way, instead of the 
MLB way, I have a few sugges-
tions. For running, I have found 
no better trail than the circumfer-
ence of Nathan Hale. I suggest 
bringing a camcorder with you, 
whenever and wherever you run 
to keep sort of a video fitness di-
ary. Of course you can just run 
laps in the sanctuary, but watch 
out for serial rapists.

To build strength, I default to 
my five page fitness plan I made 
in PHED-100 and the wise words 
of Arnold. If you use the weight 
room at school, be sure to put on 
your cool, tough guy face and 
make loud grunting noises as you 
lift. A lot of sweat helps, too.

Auf wiedersehen,
  
  Bartz

Welcome to the Features 
Section.  You have just wandered 
into the home of hard-hitting re-
porting, in depth coverage and 
whimsical satire.  As you read 
on, youʼll understand our slogan, 
“A Good Chunk of the News 
Thatʼs Fit to Print.”  To best de-
scribe to the newest members 
of Andoverʼs student body what 
the Features Section really is, I 
find it fitting to describe what the 
Features Section is not.  

 

The Features Section is not 
respectable journalism. (Our 
lawyers advised us to mention 
that, right of the bat.  And then, 
heeding their own advice, told us 
they werenʼt real lawyers)

The Features Section is not an 
Irishman.  It will not get drunk at 
your dinner party and knock out 
the caterer in one punch.

The Features Section is not 
David Ortiz.  We do not have 
heart palpitations.

The Features Section is not 
a good source of antioxidants.  
We are often confused with red 
wine.

The Features Section is not 
my abusive and overly competi-
tive father figure from the Big 
Brothers & Sisters program.  It 
will not complain that you “canʼt 
beat it in a race.”

The Features Section is not a 
quick way to grow hair on your 
legs.  While this may seem like 
a comforting fact for our female 
readers, it continues to provide 
me with a great deal of frustra-
tion (I shaved my legs once, 
when I was eleven, and the hair 
never grew back).

The Features Section is not 
community service.  Most would 
agree that itʼs the exact opposite.

The Features Section is not a 
legally licensed blood donation 
center.  Yet, we still offer a cook-
ie for each pint.  O Negatives are 
in short supply.

The Features Section is not 
a place to meet local singles for 
fun, flirty chat, although we do 
advertise regularly on late night 
television channels.  

The Features Section is not 
upset if you start every paragraph 
with the exact same words.

The Features Section is not, 
as an old legend describes, re-
sponsible for the construction 
of the infamous penis statue in 
front of Samuel Phillips Hall.  It 

is however, responsible for all 
immature conversations relating 
to the penis statue.

The Features Section is not 
surprised by Lance Bass  ̓ an-
nouncement this summer.  He 
had already told us. 

The Features Section is not 
a way to make money working 
from home.  There is no evidence 
of earning up to $20,000 in their 
first month alone.  Results are 
typical.

TFS (The Features Section) 
is not a foot insert that will al-
leviate your knee and lower back 
pain.

The Features Section is 

not good at making speeches 
at awards ceremonies.  This is 
why we have not been given any 
awards.  A nomination would be 
nice.

The Features Section is not 
the Commentary Section.  Peo-
ple like to read us.

The Features Section is not 
a licensed minister, but we have 
performed over a dozen wed-
dings.

The Features Section is not 
seeing anyone.  But we heard 
the Living Arts Section was in-
terested.

The Features Section is not 
where readers will find stories 

about All School Meeting.  Un-
like the News Section, we realize 
that you were there.

The Features Section is not 
Katie Couric.  We would never 
ditch Roker and Anne Curry.  
Not even for a night with Sole-
dad OʼBrien.

The Features Section is not 
a place to steal office supplies.  
Youʼre probably thinking of the 
faculty offices in Gelb.

Now that you are well in-
formed about the basics of the 
Features Section, I encourage 
you to read on... at least for the 
next few weeks. After that, you 
will probably find the jokes crass 
and repetitive.

by Jonathan Adler
FEATURES STAFF WRITER

S. Blackman/The Phillipian
The Features section is not homophobic. We love each other almost as much as we love you.

ATTENTION CLASS OF 2010
The following is a list of Andover Doʼs and Donʼts 

 
Spend your first 12 
weekends in Ryley 
Room- Yes, it may be pain-
ful, but even the strongest of 
warriors must first be broken 
in to the arena.

Watch the movie 
“Crank”- Going to Andover 
and being injected with the 
Beijing Cocktail both have the 
same requirements for sur-
vival

Develop a European ac-
cent- Prep school girls love 
it. Youʼll learn why in Bio-
100.

Eat as much ice cream as possible- Chocolate + vanilla = crazy delicious.

Practice your rhetoric- Speaking in a churlish manner while attending the acad-
emy is simply uncouth.

Give all background information to PAPS- I forgot to report several misde-
meanors while registering last year. The result was 4 hours in Andoverʼs very own pit 
of scorpions.

Make a pair of American flag pants- All those not sporting the red, white, 
and blue on desginated days will receive a jolt of Southern justice from yours truly.

Forget to look nice for 
photo day- Everyone goes 
through the facebook about 
8 times on a daily basis. No 
one wants to be known as 
the “kid with elephantiasis.”

Leave your mail room 
box unlocked- I made 
this mistake last year. Hence 
someone just happened to 
have stolen the memo about 
the  chimichangas possibly 
containing the ebola virus.

Hammer nails into 
your roommateʼs head- 
Thatʼs just plain danger-
ous. Tempting at points, but 
dangerous.

Get into your blue keyʼs van for “special orientation”- I now have night-
mares and always sleep with my head under the blanket.  

Be the kid who never has a pencil- Because of people like this I had to sell my 
fixed annuities jsut to make Oprah scratch and get some new no. 2ʼs. Seriously guys, 
no one likes a pencil-less Peter.

Keep it real- Chances are there is someone at this school who can keep it real-er, 
i.e. the class of 2007.

S. Blackman/The Phillipian S. Blackman/The Phillipian
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Unaware of the potential ter-
ror threat, I took one final sip 
from my gigantic slurpee as the 
plane touched down in Heathrow 
Airport. Resetting my watch to 
local time, 6:31 a.m., I forced my 
way into the crowded aisle of the 
plane. And yet as I dragged my 
carry-on and my sleeping 9 year 
old brother down the immigration 
hallway, I realized that something 
was terribly wrong: 5 hours of my 
day had somehow disappeared. 
Resolving to figure out the intri-
cacies of Greenwich Mean Time 
at a later date, I helped my father 
to lug the suitcases off the bag-
gage carousel and into the wait-
ing taxi.

It was July the second, and I 
was in England. My three broth-
ers, my dad and my mother had 
all accompanied me on my flight 
in order to see me off as I headed 
off to study at Cambridge. At 
least, that was their stated pur-
pose. Given that the day after 
they dropped me off at the uni-
versity, they were going to Ire-
land to “console” themselves, I 
canʼt say that I bought it. But hey, 
can you blame them?

After shutting the door be-
hind me, I noticed an unusual 
phenomenon: the steering wheel 
was on the right side of the car. 
When the driver began to drive 
as if this was business as usual, 
but on the left side of the road, I 
became slightly concerned. 

“Is something off here, or is it 
just me?” I asked the cabby con-
cernedly.

“You havenʼt heard, then?” 
he replied. 

And all of a sudden I remem-
bered two things. (As an aside, 
please keep in mind that I had at 
this point been up since 8 a.m. 
the previous morning, and it was 
now 2 a.m. at home in Boston. 
I was tired.) One: everything in 
Britain is similar to everything in 
the United States, but just differ-
ent enough to confuse you to no 
end and convince you that youʼre 
marginally insane. As the story 
progresses, I will explore that 
fact in more depth. Two: Britainʼs 
soccer team had lost in the quar-
terfinals to Portugal the previ-
ous evening. As our cabby put it, 

“Very rarely do you see so many 
sad and hung over people in one 
place at the same time.”

We arrived at our hotel, the 
Millenium Mayfair, at 7:46 a.m. 
Upon learning that our rooms  ̓oc-
cupants were not due to checkout 
wasnʼt until 1 p.m., we dropped 
off our luggage and decided to go 
out for breakfast and some sight-
seeing.

We ate breakfast at a local 
café, across the street from Star-
bucks. Knowing that I had a long 
day ahead, I ordered coffee and a 
chocolate croissant. My younger 
brother was instantly asleep, 
nose deep in scrambled eggs. As 
for me, this was the summer after 
my Upper year, and by this point 
I was an all-nighter veteran. I had 
resolved to stay up as long as 
possible so as to avoid the cum-
bersomeness of jet lag, or, at the 
very least, until we checked into 
the hotel. After poking Jared with 
his fork to wake him, my father 
pushed back his chair and headed 
to the counter to pay the bill.

We left the café at 8:52 a.m. 
I recalled how on the plane I had 
sat next to a crying child, my 
brother, and as such had managed 
little sleep. Recognizing this, I 
quickly calculated that I had been 
more or less awake for the last 
twenty hours.

My father led the way to our 
next destination, stopping at ev-
ery street corner to look at the 
map and make sure he wasnʼt lost 
yet. We were headed towards a 
sightseeing booth where we could 
purchase all-encompassing pass-
cards for each of the major tour-
ist sites in and around London. 
Aptly named the “London Pass,” 
this card would be my livelihood 
for the following week.

On the way to the booth, we 
passed by two road races. Nor-
mally, I would think nothing of 
this, but for the queasy feeling 
that I got as I watched the runners 

tire themselves out over ten and 
more kilometers. Perhaps it was 
that the concept of physical ex-
ertion was so unappealing to my 
overtired mind that I felt sick just 
watching them, or perhaps it was 
their European running attire- 
menʼs running shorts far shorter 
and tighter than their American 
counterparts - you can be the 
judge. There was even one miser-
able man, probably on the losing 
end of a bet, who ran his whole 
race in a purple dress, a frilly 
bonnet, and, as I noted when he 
bunched up his skirts for the final 
sprint, granny panties. 

After picking up the passes, 
my mother noted that one of the 
attractions that they covered was 
a riverboat tour of the Thames. 
At the time, this seemed like a 

wonderful way to pass one of the 
three remaining hours before we 
could check into the hotel and 
pass out.

However, dear mom had ne-
glected to consider the extreme 
state of our collective exhaus-
tion. The tour guide may have 
thought that he was doing par-
ticularly poorly that day, as my 
three brothers, my father, my 
mother and I all promptly nod-
ded off. For me, this was S.O.P. 
- I have acted similarly at every 
crew practice the day after pull-
ing an all-nighter. 

Following our failed attempt 
at sedentary activity, my parents 
decided that it would be best to 
stay in relatively constant motion 
if we intended to stay conscious. 
As such, we walked the entire 

way back to the hotel. I was at 
this point essentially a zombie. 
I have no recollection of eating 
lunch, although Iʼm sure that I 
must have. I do remember decid-
ing not to indulge in a Red Bull 
on the way back to the hotel, with 
the understanding that I would 
shortly be able to take a five hour 
nap before heading off to dinner.

We arrived at the hotel at 1:06 
p.m. I noted excitedly that the 
Earth had now completed a full 
rotation without my sleeping for 
more than ten minutes at a time. 
Less enthralling was the front 
deskmanʼs apology that our room 
was still occupied, and would not 
be ready for another quarter of an 
hour. At this point, my parents 
did what any good parents would 
- they took us to the hotel pub to 
pass the time.

Although the drinking age in 
England is 18, this only meant 
that I would be much less under-
age if I were to attempt to pur-
chase alcohol than if I had tried 
to do so in the States. As such, I 
ordered a water. It was only af-
ter Justin (age nine) ordered a 
rum and coke that I realized my 
folly- this was Europe, and the 
laws were really only regarded as 
rough guidelines. Nevertheless, I 
was too tired to change my order. 
Besides, I reasoned with myself, 
it was sexy European mineral 
water, not lame American tap.

Four waters and two trips to 
the bathroom later, the rooms 
were still not ready. My dad and 
I resolved to talk a walk around 
the square in which the hotel was 
located. Grosvenor Square, pro-
nounced “Grove-nuh” through 
some sick etymological joke, 
was hardly notable at first sight. 
It contained a small park with a 
road circumscribed about it. At 
closer look, however, we discov-
ered that this perhaps the most 
American place anywhere Lon-
don. 

To begin with, the park con-
tained a 9/11 memorial. Perhaps 
it was the jet lag, but I was al-
most positive that New York was 
in the United States. Moreover, 
one side of the square was com-
pletely bordered by a concrete 
building protected by steel barri-
cades and a ten foot barbed wire 
fence. Perched above the pil-
lared entranceway was a massive 
wrought-iron eagle, conclusive 
proof that this was, as I had sus-
pected, the American embassy. 
God Bless America.

Back at the hotel, our rooms 
were finally ready. Ready to be 
cleaned by the maids, that is. Fif-
teen minutes later, we were in our 
rooms at last, with the promise 
that the two cots that we had or-
dered would be up shortly. With 
both of the available beds already 
“shotgunned” by my brothers, 
and little Justin already having 
gone to sleep on the couch in my 
parentʼs room, I was left with 
the unhappy task of waiting for 
the maid to deliver the remain-
ing beds. It had now been twenty 
five and a half hours since I had 
caught any shuteye.

Reading Lord of the Flies 
to pass the time and occasion-
ally casting jealous glances at my 
snoring siblings, I waited up for 
another forty five minutes for the 
Portuguese maid to lug two baby 
cribs down the hall from the jan-
itorʼs closet. In broken Spanish, 
I attempted to explain to her that 
I had asked for beds, not cribs. 
I soon discovered that “cot” in 
British English meant crib, and 
that I would have to wait another 
half hour if I truly wanted a bed. 
When I informed her that “si, si, 
realmente quiero una cama,” she 
glared at me and stormed off. 
When she returned with a bed an 
hour later, I had long since come 
to the conclusion that estimated 
periods of time in Britain are 
largely euphemistic.

Again I was out of luck. 
Through some awful twist of kar-
ma, my bed was simply an unfur-
nished mattress. No pillows, no 
sheets, no comforter. But I had 
been awake for the past twenty 
seven hours, and was far too tired 
to care.

“Good enough,” I thought to 
myself as I collapsed on to the 
bed. I was asleep before the maid 
had shut the door behind her.

by David Curtis
FEATURES AWKWARD TURTLE

S. Blackman/The Phillipian
David Curtis ʼ07 prepares for his flight to London with lots and 
lots of “water.”

Features Presents...

op enTT
Ways to Spend Summer Break

10. Discovering that your MySpace girl-
friend is actually your step-dad, Rick

9. Serving Time

8.  Hunting down the sting ray that got 
Steve Irwin ʼ84

7. Eating that same sting ray

6. Crashing Bar Mitzvahs with your best 
pal, Mel Gibson

5. Confessing to be JonBenetʼs killer

4.  Laminating your own hand, and then 
going to the hospital

3. Bringing SexyBack

2. Pitching for the Red Sox

1. Reading The Grapes of Wrath

If you are reading this it means 
that the school has droppped its law-
suit against me, and that I am legally 
allowed to write for this paper, and 
all public forums, once more. Again, 
I would like to sincerely apologize 
to all minorities, amputees and/
or “special” people for any harsh 
words I might have thrown your 
way last year; that was then, this is 
now, and we should all try to put the 

past behind us. Moving on to more 
current events, right now, I am down 
in The Phillipian room at 4 AM the 
night before this assignment is due. 
I am not supposed to be here at this 
time, and I have been thrust into a 
vicious standoff with campus secu-
rity; I figure the barricade will hold 
for at least another 2 hours, but it s̓ 
only a matter of time before SWAT 
is called in. Iʼd better get started. 

For most Phillips Academy stu-
dents, when they leave campus for 
the summer they return home to all 
of their normal friends who don t̓ 

obsess over SAT scores, class sizes 
and lack of a female companions. 
However, it s̓ a little different for a 
day student like me. Don t̓ get me 
wrong, Mr. Spratler is just as amus-
ing and good looking in the summer 
as he is during the normal school 
year, but there are only so many 
times you can fill the library toilets 
with Jell-O before it gets old. In lieu 
of an eminent supply of activities, I 
somehow managed to entertain my-
self this summer. To start, I got a job. 
Now, I know what you are thinking: 
Pete isn t̓ allowed to work in the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
after the incident with the goat at 
McDonalds! Yet, to all those nay-
sayers I have but one response: plau-
sible deniability baby. If no one saw 
Mr. Tito enter the fry cooker then it s̓ 
almost as if I never did it... because I 
didn t̓...shut-up. Anyways, this sum-
mer I somehow snagged a prime-
time job at The Andover Townsman, 
where their motto is “No story is too 
small to give to Pete Smith.” I found 
myself writing about a 5-year-olds 
poem that in all seriousness, was ex-
actly as follows:

I like the fall
It is very beautiful
The leaves turn colors.

This is by far the crappiest poem 
I have ever read; it fills me with rage 
and ire and an insatiable desire to 
sucker punch a kindergartener. Yet, I 
found myself writing about things of 
this nature on a regular basis. In an 
attempt to spice up my job, I began 
to write stories about killer bees in-
vading the town, the hulk wreaking 
havoc at the senior center, and my 
Editor-In-Chief s̓ mom being dis-
membered by a pack of unruly ho-
bo s̓. Needless to say, I was forced to 

find other ways to entertain myself 
this summer.

I went on a bender for two weeks 
in the middle of the summer. Most 
of the moments are hazy; the last 
thing I remember is waking up in a 
jail cell next to a man named Jamar-
cus, while wearing a flamenco dress 
and clutching a tube of lipstick. Mo-
ments like the aforementioned make 
me feel lonely inside. 

Probably the only successful 
thing I was able to do this summer 
was reach out to my old friends 
who now attend Andover High. You 
might know them: theyʼre the ones 
who drive by campus yelling “Cat-
boner!” Their idea of a good time is 
having a “fire-in-a-barrel” or “hobo-
fire” in the Andover High Parking 
lot. For the record, these actions 
both consist of lighting things on 
fire in a trashcan. These events were 
marginally entertaining, until one 
night, when all the discarded babies 
of Andover High School s̓ teenage 
mothers started to flock towards the 
fire. It was hard, but we were even-
tually able to suppress them without 
any major injuries.

Alas, I found myself yearn-
ing once more for the scrumptious 
taste of Phillips Academy s̓ enter-
tainment-giving teat. Orientation 
couldn t̓ have come soon enough, 
and Iʼm not sure I couldʼve waited 
another moment to see the faces of 
all those I had missed over the sum-
mer. On a side note, I would like to 
extend further condolences to the 
Deveney family. Again, I hold my-
self personally responsible for their 
son s̓ loss, as I was his Blue Key, yet 
no one could have foreseen a lion in 
the sanctuary. If it is any condolence, 
it is said that a lion bite to the head 
is one of the quickest and most pain-
less ways to go.

by Pete Smith
FEATURES WHERE THE 

WILD THINGS ARE

R. Waldo/The Phillipian
Pete Smith ʻ07 loves Andover, Mass., fine suits, coffee... and 
freshmen girls. 



New Faculty Members
Kathryn J. Benson
Instructor in English
Antonette DiPina
Assistant Protestant Chaplain
Brian D. Faulk
Instructor in Chemistry
Lanita L. Foley
Associate Director of College Counseling
Susan A Friedell
Instructor in Spanish
Hannah L. Goldstein
Ezra Fellow
Javier E. Horta
Visiting Scientist in Chemistry
Carlos A. Hoyt Jr.
Associate dean of Students
Anne C. H. Huntoon
Instructor in History
Dale P. Hurley Jr.
Instructor in Mathematics
Clara Isaza-Bishop
Instructor in Spanish
Elizabeth C. Joseph
Instructor in Mathematics
Theodore Kepes Jr.
Roman Catholic Chaplain
William J. Lychak
Writer in Residence

Celeste M. McGraw
Co-House Counselor
Emmanuel A. Odjo
Instructor in French
Jose W. Powell
Assistant Dean of Admission
James W. Richardson Jr.
Visiting Instructor in English
Jennifer L. Rubacky
Intern in Graham House counseling Center
Stephen A. Silversides
Assistant Dean of Admission
Andrea P. Thorn
House Counselor
Gongming Yan
Instructor in Chinese
Daphna Atias
Teaching Fellow in English
Ethan R. Bennet
Teaching Fellow in History
Nan Dong
Teaching Fellow in Chinese
Courtney M. Doucette
Teaching Fellow in History
Emily J. Erickson
Teaching Fellow in Biology
Neferterneken K. Francis
Teaching Fellow in Chemistry

Julia M. Haag
Teaching Fellow in English
Ann F. Heindel
Teaching Fellow in Community Service
Matthew P. Langione
Teaching Fellow in English
Adrienne B. Marshall
Teaching Fellow in Community Service
Brian G. Meehan
Teaching Fellow in French
Joshua R. Montague
Teaching Fellow in Physics
Kimberly M. Ramos
Teaching Fellow in Chemistry
Scott A. Aubrey
Director of Editorial Services
Joseph J. Donnelly Jr.
Director of Advancement Services
Kimberly A. Gerighty
Assistant Director of Annual Giving
Andrew Gully
Advisor to The Phillipian
Jennifer E. Marvel
Assistant Director of Annual Giving
Maureen F. Nunez
Director of Business Services
Stephen M. Porter
Interim Director of Communication

This year, the Mathematical 
Association of America (MAA) 
awarded Donald Barry, Instructor 
in Mathematics, the Edyth May 
Sliffe Award for Distinguished High 
School Mathematics Teaching. He 
is one of twenty-four teachers from 
high schools in the U.S. and Canada 
who received that honor this year. 

This was Mr. Barry s̓ second 
Sliffe Award, the maximum number 
a teacher may receive. He won his 
first in 1996. 

Students from the 60 highest 
scoring teams in the American 
Mathematics Competitions nominate 
their teachers. Samuel Weiss ʼ06, 
Tim Zheng ʼ07, Andrew Hsiao ʼ06, 
and Gary Cao ʼ07 nominated Mr. 
Barry.

Their nomination mentioned 
Mr. Barry s̓ “dedication to teaching 
mathematics and his commitment 
to our school s̓ math team.” It 
continued, “He builds upon the 
mathematics we already know by 
presenting multiple approaches to 
a single question, creating an open, 
lively atmosphere, and inviting 
students to come up with unique 
solutions of their own.”

Gary Cao ʼ07 went on to 
say, “Iʼve never had a teacher so 
enthusiastic and passionate about 
mathematics, and his enthusiasm is 
contagious.”

Sam Weiss ʼ06 also elaborated 
on his experience with Mr. Barry, 
saying, “I feel that with Mr. Barry 

as a teacher I was able to learn 
more than just how to plug in 
numbers to calculus and geometric 
formulas; I learned how to derive 
these formulas, and, consequently, 
I had a better understanding of their 
applications.”    

Weiss is now at MIT and plans 
to continue math in depth. 

When questioned about the key 
to being an award-winning teacher, 
Mr. Barry responded, “You have to 
love the subject. You have to chuckle 
when you see an interesting solution 
to a problem. You take delight in 
seeing certain forms of creativity.”

He knows what to say to kids 
who are struggling with math – or 
rather, what not to say. “You don t̓ 
say ʻit s̓ easy,  ̓because for them, it s̓ 
clearly not,” he explained. “For the 

vast majority of people, just good 
strong effort will force the subject to 
yield. But you have to work at it, put 
the same effort into it that you use 
in practicing music, or rehearsing 
a play. If some people put on plays 
the way they study for math, the 
theater department would be an 
embarrassment.”

And Mr. Barry has a 
philosophical approach to his very 
technical subject, “You always want 
to develop a passion for [math], for 
several reasons: First, it underlies 
far more things than you know. 
You don t̓ want to be intellectually 
blind. You ask for a good education 
to understand some of the driving 
forces behind your life. And 
mathematics is definitely a driving 
force.”
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SYA Program in China Offers 24 Andover
Students Academic and Cultural Experience   

This summer, for the first 
time in its history, the School 
Year Abroad Program offered an 
international experience in China 
exclusively for Phillips Academy 
students.  For five weeks, 24 
students lived and studied in the 
Chinese capital, Beijing, and 
traveled throughout other parts of 
China.

With the use of very small 
classes and immersion into real-
world situations using Chinese, 
students were able to learn the 
language much faster than in a 
school setting.  They were also 
able to explore Chinese culture 
first-hand in many different parts 
of the country.

Each of the visiting students 
stayed with a host family in Beijing 
and attended a Chinese school for 
the majority of the trip.  The host 
families did not speak English, and 
speaking English was not allowed 
in the school while classes were in 
session. 

Classes started promptly at 
8 AM.  Becca Bendetson ʼ09 
commented, “The classes were 
strenuous to say the least.”  On top 
of the rule banning any English 
from the classes, students were not 
allowed to have any food in the 
school.  Bendetson added, “Most 
of us would be starving, so we 
would sneak in food to eat during 
the breaks.”  Sometimes the classes 
ran late into the breaks, and there 
were continuous hours of classes 
extending through the day.

Class periods were an hour 
long divided by ten minute breaks, 
and ran until noon.  The classes 
themselves were much smaller 
than typical PA classes – all of 
them between 4 and 10 students.  
Each student also had about 15 
minutes of individual instruction 
per day. These individual lessons 
represented a significant part of 
the immersion into listening to, 
comprehending, and speaking 
Chinese.

The classroom instruction 
was for the most part focused on 
learning the Chinese language.  
According to Peter Merrill, 
Instructor in Russian and Head of 
the World Languages Division, “It 
really was a language program, so 
they spent three and a half to four 
hours in language classes.” The 
students also studied other subjects 
which rounded out the curriculum, 
such as karate and calligraphy.

There were excursions into 
different parts of Beijing twice a 
week after classes for the visiting 
students, to places of interest like 
Tiananmen Square, Buddhist 
monasteries, and the Dashanzi 
Arts District.  More unique stops 
included a residence for children 
of prisoners and a primary school 
for children of migrant workers.

Every weekend there was also 
a day trip into the surrounding 
area.  For example, one of these 
trips was a chance to climb along 
a section of the Great Wall of 
China.

Several students added that 

their favorite part of the visit was 
seeing the Great Wall of China.  
Some also thought that the best 
part of the trip was just having free 
time to walk around with friends 
and be a part of Chinese culture.  
Sebastian Caliri ʼ08 mentioned, 
“I found myself having engaging 
conversations with all kinds of 
people...everyone in China had 
something worthwhile to tell me.”

This particular SYA program 
lasted about five weeks.  The 
students left home on June 18th 
and returned on July 22nd.  The 
program was divided into roughly 
four weeks living and studying 
in Beijing and another week 
traveling throughout different 
parts of China.  In the last week of 
the program, the Phillips Academy 
students traveled by train to Xian, 
a city about 600 miles southwest 
of Beijing.  There they saw the 
Terracotta Soldiers, a collection of 
thousands of life-size clay models 
of soldiers that stand near the tomb 
of an ancient Chinese emperor.

After two days in Xian, the 
students traveled east to Suzhou, 
one of the wealthiest cities 
in China.  One day there was 
followed by two in Zhouzhuang, a 
canal town similar to Venice, Italy.  
Finally, the trip ended on the coast 
south of Beijing in Shanghai.

Mr. Merrill commented 
that there were three significant 
advantages to overseas study 
programs like this summer s̓ trip 
to China.  He said, “One is the 
home stay piece of the program, 
where…if you want to eat, you 
need to speak Chinese.”  “The 
other is the language program itself 
is incredibly well-structured,” he 
continued.  Merrill concluded by 
describing the usefulness of real-
world practice: “When youʼre in 
a country, you donʼt just learn the 
words, you learn what the things 
youʼre talking about look like…
you develop a much richer sense 
of connection for memory.”

By CONOR MCKINNON

Courtesy of Katherine Chen

SYA particpants climbing 
along the Great Wall of China.

Congratulations
to the Computer
Science Team for 
placing second in 

the nation!
Michael Crivaro ʼ06

Arash Ushani ʼ07
Greg Wilbur ʼ06

Barry Accepts Second Distinguished
Teaching Award in Mathematics

By KATHERINE CHEN

www.andover.edu
Mr. Barry was recognized by the Mathematical Association of 
America for distinguished teaching. 

Bush ʼ64 Appoints Unobskey ʼ54
To International Park Commision

This summer, a Phillips 
Academy alumnus was named to 
sit on the governing body of the 
only internationally-run park in 
the world.  On July 17, President 
George W. Bush ʼ64 announced 
he would be appointing Sidney 
Unobskey ʼ54 as a member 
of the Roosevelt Campobello 
International Park Commission.  

The Roosevelt Campobello 
Park lies across 2,800 acres 
of land on a peninsula where 
the United States and Canada 
meet on the Atlantic Ocean.  It 
is located near Lubec, Maine 
on Campobello Island, New 
Brunswick, but is run jointly by 
the United States and Canada.  
The Park takes its name from 
and exists as a tribute to 
U.S. President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt.  Campobello is the 
name of his summer home there 
and the island on which the park 
is situated. What used to be a 
summer retreat for Roosevelt is 
now a preserved landmark in his 
name.

The Commission was 
officially created in January 
1964, when President Lyndon 
B. Johnson and Prime Minister 
Lester B. Pearson signed a treaty 
appointing the first members 
from the two nations.  Later, in 
July 1964, the Park itself was 
set up.

According to the parkʼs 
website, “It is the only park in the 
world owned by the peoples of 
two countries and administered 
by a joint commission in their 
name.”  The costs of operation 
are split evenly between the two 
nations, and six Americans and 
six Canadians compose the Park 
Commission which oversees all 
the parkʼs affairs.  

Mr. Unobskey identified 
two main objectives of the Park 
Commission: “It is designed to 

enhance the memory and lessons 
of Franklin Roosevelt, and also 
to enhance the relationship 
between Canada and the United 
States, so weʼre always working 
on new programs that would 
bring those things about.”

Mr. Unobskey commented 
on his work in general, “What 
I would like to do is take the 
areas along the Canadian 
border, especially with Maine, 
consolidate the facilities for 
education, for recreation, and 
for economic development, and 
make them all stronger.  Iʼve 
been working very hard at that 
practically all my life.”

Mr. Unobskeyʼs home 
state of Maine has also been 
a focus lately of his time and 
effort.  Recently, with the help 
of his wife, he set up a branch 
of the University of Maine 
on the Canadian border to 
serve the rural region near the 
park.  His further goals include 
consolidation of education 
systems between border states 
and provinces, which he believes 
will save money and increase 
the efficiency of education. He 
estimates that the plan will lower 

the cost of educating community 
college students in the region by 
25-40%.

His plan is to merge, in a way, 
the education systems on the 
border by eliminating sections 
of community colleges on both 
sides of the border and joining 
the remaining parts to create 
one centralized, consolidated 
place for the areaʼs population 
to learn, whether Canadian or 
American.  Students could, for 
instance, take classes at multiple 
locations on both sides of the 
border.

Mr. Unobskeyʼs ambitions 
for the International Park 
include a possible Roosevelt 
Trail stretching northwest into 
the U.S. and Canada leading to 
Campobello Island.  The trailʼs 
purpose would be to help bring 
more visitors into the Park, 
and, accompanied by several 
memorials along the path, also 
serve as a tribute to President 
Roosevelt. 

Mr. Unobskey said, “As 
you walk along this trail, there 
will be history of the United 
States and Canada, from 1883-
1945, which was the lifetime of 
Franklin Roosevelt.  As you go 
along, there will be the history 
of what was happening in both 
countries... and bronze figures 
of who was important during 
that period.”

Mr. Unobskey was raised in 
Calais, Maine before he came to 
Andover.  After graduating from 
Phillips Academy, Unobskey 
attended Yale University.  Later, 
his career began as a real estate 
developer, and his work took 
him to an array of places across 
the globe, from Manhattan 
to Singapore to Australia.  
As of now, he lives in San 
Francisco, where he worked in 
redevelopment efforts following 
a 1989 earthquake.  He also 
spends time in Robbinston, 
Maine.

By CONOR MCKINNON

Sidney Unobskey ’54
www.andover.edu

year. 
Returning students will arrive 

Sunday, September 8th. Fall Term 
will remain the longest, consisting 
of 57 class days. Winter and 
Spring Terms will each include 46 
class days.

The extra school days sought in 
the design of this calendar come at 
the expense of Phillips Academyʼs 
unusually early commencement. 
Summer vacation will begin three 
days later than last year.

Under the new calendar, 
classes end June 3 and Assessment 
Week ends June 7. The Class of 
2008 is scheduled to graduate on 
June 10. 

Last year, the final day of 
classes was May 26th and Exam 
Week ended June 1.  The Class of 
2006 graduated on June 4.

The new calendar may be 
viewed in detail under Academic 
Resources on PAnet. 

Another option that was 
considered but eliminated by 
majority vote divided the school 
year into three equal terms. This 
calendar required school to begin 
earlier in the fall, with Fall Term 
ending before Thanksgiving break. 
This option would have allowed a 
more relaxing Thanksgiving for 
students, but the early start was 
not desirable for many.

Former Dean of Studies 
Margarita Curtis helped initiate 
the calendar change, but she 
will not be at Andover to see it 
implemented in 2007, as she has 
assumed the position of Head of 
School at Deerfield Academy. 

SCHOOL DAYS TO

YEAR 2007-2008
BE INCREASED IN 
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ethnic, and racial background, 
and then provides a supportive 
environment that helps them 
succeed.  I am also focused 
on how Andover can help 
prepare students for a world 
of increasing complexity due 
to globalization, rapid changes 
in technology and severe 
economic inequality.”

Schmetzler was recognized 
in 2005 by the Board of Trustees 
as a Benefactor of Phillips 
Academy.  He served as vice-
chair of the Gelb Science Center 
Campaign and as a member of 
the Elson Art Center Campaign 
Committee.  

The Schmetzler family 
has supported the Peabody 
Museum, Addison Gallery, 
and  PA athletics. He has also 
given support to numerous PA 
academic departments.     

Jones participated on the 
board of the Andover-Abbot 
Alumni/ae Association of 
Southern California.  Jones 
has also served as an alumni 
admissions interviewer, class 
secretary,  and taught at 
Andover Summer Session for 
four summers.  

Hetzler is an admissions 
representative at PA and is on 
the Alumni Council.  He has 
also been a supporter of the 
Alumni Councilʼs mentoring 
program.  

As a co-chair of the Annual 
Giving Board, Blum has more 
than 35 years of professional 
fund-raising experience, which 
he will bring to his new role on 

the Board of Trustees.  Blum 
has served on the Special Gift 
Committee for Campaign 
Andover and has been a member 
of the Annual Giving Board 
since 1999.  

Blum was head class 
agent, reunion gift committee 
leader and served a term as the 
vice president of the Alumni 
Council.  

The role Blum occupies on 
the Board of Trustees is not 
a position that is part of the 
election process. 

According to Blum, his 
position on the Board has shown 
how the trustees want to signal 
its belief in the importance of 
fundraising for Andover.

Blum said, “First as 
an alumnus of PA it is a 
profound privilege to have 
the opportunity to be on the 
board and also to reflect that 
the board has specifically 
identified the Annual Giving 
Board and what it accomplishes 
for the institution as important 
and reflects that by creating a 
board position for a member of 
the Annual Giving Board.”

He continued, “While I have 
the privilege of being able to 
participate in all the discussions 
as any other member of the 
board, I think there is the 
underlying expectation that 
I am there to represent the 
importance of fundraising and 
keep that importance present 
in the thinking of the board and 
lend some sense of perspective 
in the fundraising.”

Continued from Page A1, Column 1
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