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Administrators Explain How
Andover Investigates Sexual
Misconduct Allegations

ANGELA GUO & KRISTEN
MA & NIKI TAVAKOLI

Following campus discussion
of a civil lawsuit against seven
Cornell University students, Dean
of Students and Residential Life
Susan Esty and Deputy Head of
School for Academics and Student
Affairs Merrilee Mardon spoke
with The Phillipian about what
students can expect when sexu-
al misconduct allegations trigger
Andover’s formal response and
investigation process.

Andover’s Deans use a confi-
dential investigative summary to
determine whether community
standards were violated, but stu-
dents and families cannot review
that document. The process also
requires a faculty or staff support
person at student interviews and
does not permit parents or attor-
neys to attend those interviews,
according to Appendix 1 of the
Blue Book. The formal process
generally ends when the student
accused is no longer enrolled,
potentially before a finding is
reached.

The Blue Book outlines three
response pathways for student
misconduct: a Dean’s Response,

Growth and Accountability Plan
(GAP), or a Community Standards
Conference (CSC). The Blue Book
states that CSCs can result in a
GAP, suspension, or dismissal.
Asked whether concrete criteria
existed to determine these out-
comes, Mardon described the
administration’s objective of pre-
serving community safety.

“That particular question, I
can’t answer. And why can’t T an-
swer it that way, because I don’t
want to misspeak. That said, there
is behavior that’s so egregious, you
can’t imagine a student rejoining
the community,” said Mardon.
“The primary concern in all of
the decisions is the safety of our
students and also our communi-
ty, and that we have a community
where all students feel safe and
supported.”

Andover’s internal investiga-
tion is distinct from mandated
reporting obligations. Under Mas-
sachusetts law, mandated report-
ers must notify the Department
of Children and Families (DCF)
when they have “reasonable cause

Continued on A5, Column 1

Students Grapple With Uncertainty
Over Conduct Response Pathways

NICCOLO LEE-SUK

In the 2026 State of the Acad-
emy (SOTA), only 8.7 percent
of students answered that they
completely understand the Path-
ways student conduct response
system (Pathways), raising ques-
tions about how the school com-
municates it to students. Students
discussed observations related to
their understanding and their im-
plications for navigating the disci-
plinary process.

The Blue Book, Andover’s
student handbook, outlines three
Pathways for student conduct
response: a Dean’s Response, a
Growth and Accountability Plan
(GAP), and a Community Stan-
dards Conference.

A Dean’s Response addresses
“some conduct (such as missing
sign-in repeatedly, failing to se-
cure car permissions, and unau-
thorized room visits)” and con-
sists of a written reflection and a
meeting with the student’s Clus-
ter Dean in which the student re-
flects on their behavior and con-
sequences are decided, according
to the Blue Book.

A GAP addresses “conduct
that presents potential for harm
to self and/or others, represents
an unwillingness or inability to
live within our community stan-
dards, and/or otherwise demon-
strates a need for structured
learning and support.” As part of
a GAP, the student participates in
a series of meetings with the stu-
dent’s Cluster Dean, Point Person,
faculty representative, and cluster
representatives, as described in
the Blue Book.

Consisting of student and
faculty representatives, a Com-
munity Standards Conference
addresses “particularly worri-
some behavior that poses a risk
to the health, safety, or well-being
of self and/or others—or mul-
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tiple instances of behavior that
represents an unwillingness or
inability to live within our com-
munity standard”, and can result
in a GAP, suspension, or dismissal
from Andover, according to the
Blue Book.

Before Pathways, Andover
used a level-based disciplinary
system. Susan Esty, Dean of Stu-
dents and Residential Life, ex-
plained the decision to shift away
from levels.

“The biggest changes to our
student conduct system hap-
pened in the 2022-2023 school
year, when we moved away from
discipline committees that result-
ed in outcomes of warning, pro-
bation, suspension, or dismissal
to growth and accountability plan
meetings or community standards
conferences. One goal of this
change was to lower the tempera-
ture so that students could fully
and honestly engage with the pro-
cess. Instead of having suspension
and dismissal a possible outcome
all the time, we moved to a system
where most students know ahead
of time that the school’s response
to their actions will be a Growth
and Accountability Plan,” wrote
Esty in an email to The Phillipian.

Jonathan Oh 27, Co-President
of Abbot Cluster, felt the Path-
ways system to be clearer than its
predecessor. He also said that his
understanding of discipline at An-
dover came mainly from students
around him rather than from the
school.

“T didn’t know what level a
GAP was, what level a Dean’s Re-
sponse was, what level a suspen-
sion was. So when they changed
it and got rid of the level system
and did the Pathways system,
that was also a little confusing,
but it was a lot easier than the
level system. I didn’t really think

Continued on A5, Column 1
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of students at Andover completely understand
the Pathways disciplinary system.

Data taken from the 2026 State of the Academy.

The Lorant Fellowship
Award, Honoring Earnest Endeavor

JOHN KIM
& RYAN PARK

Toni Elliott 27 presented her
232-mile summer backpacking
trip through Scotland and France
at All-School Meeting (ASM) as
the recipient of this year’s Lo-
rant Fellowship. Established and
funded by Andrew Lorant ’48, the
fellowship awards funding to one
Upper each year to pursue an in-
dependent passion project and the
opportunity to present their expe-
rience at All School Meeting.

Elliott reflected on how her
family shaped her love of back-
packing and why she chose it for
her Lorant Fellowship project.

“Our family vacations have
generally been backpacking or
camping. Exploring various out-
door spaces has been how I ex-
perience new places as I grew
up. My parents have been such
an integral part of my childhood
and that’s how my parents raised
me. For backpacking, they did so
before 1 was born. I really have
taken for granted what T am able
to do when I'm at home. Wanting
to experience something beyond
that, even though I really do love
backpacking at home where I am,
where you’re out in a place where

AUDREY BAETEN-RUFFO/THE PHILLIPIAN
Lorant Fellow Toni Elliott ’27 shared her backpacking journey and the lessons
learned along the way.

nothing has been built, it’s just you
and the mountains. T really want-
ed to see what a different kind of
backpacking trip would be like in
terms of meeting people and get-
ting to know a place by something
other than its botany and biology,”
said Elliott.

Serra Akyali 28 has wrestled
on the team with Elliott for the

Continued on A5, Column 1

Two Stimson Residents Displaced
After Mushrooms Grew in Dorm Room

SOPHIA FANG &
TEDDY STEINERT

A Stimson House dorm
room saw mushroom growth
amid persistent moisture is-
sues, according to Tomas
Tejapaibul 27, a Proctor in
Stimson. The room’s two
residents were relocated to
Stuart House and Pemberton
Cottage during the first week-
end of October, according to
Claire Gallou, Interim Dean
of Pine Knoll.

Gallou elaborated on the
issue and how the relocation
process unfolded over the Fall
term.

“The issue started in the
first weeks of the term, and

worsened towards the end
of September. Students no-
ticed some dampness on the
wall adjacent to the bathroom
and then in the floor tiles by
the wall,” wrote Gallou in an
email to The Phillipian. “[The
relocation] went quickly, over
the first weekend in October.
The students brought what
they needed to their tempo-
rary dorms. Blue card access
and REACH information were
updated remotely.”

Tejapaibul, the Proctor for
the Stimson hall where the
involved students live, shared
his initial account of the in-
cident and his subsequent
course of action.

“This came actually very
early on in the year. It might
have been the first week or

so when one of the students
who was relocated knocked
on my door and told me that
his room was leaking. I came
into his room, and I looked at
it, and sure enough, there was
water coming out of the floor
into his room. Because they
live in a three-room double,
this was in the living room as
well as the bedroom adjacent
to the bathrooms,” said Te-
japaibul.

Tejapaibul continued, “As
soon as I saw the water leak-
ing, I told [House Counselor
in Stimson House and In-
structor in Biology Xin Yi]

Continued on A6, Column 1
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Andover Rules, Exeter Drools

Tomorrow, Andover will continue its
enduring rivalry against Phillips Exeter
Academy (Exeter). As sporting events unfold
and alumni rejoice with friends, The Phillipian
has prepared a list, based in fact and certainly
in bias, giving reasons as to the clearly better
school in this year’s Andover/Exeter (A/E)
matchup. Go Big Blue!

1. Andover was the OG.

Andover was founded in 1778 by Samuel
Phillips Jr. Encouraged by his nephew’s success,
John Phillips and his wife Elizabeth Phillips
established Exeter in 1781, three years later.
Exeter’s school seal incorporates the phrase non
sibi, matching Andover’s previously adopted
motto. Heading into A/E, let’s remember that
Andover was the original school with the
original motto.

2. Exeter’s current principal is both an
Andover alumna and former faculty member.*

Jennifer Karlen Elliott '94 P’22, ’24, 26 is
Exeter’s current principal. More importantly,
she is an Andover alumna with three children
who attended Andover. She also worked for
12 years at Andover, serving as an Instructor
in History and Social Science, Head Coach
of Girls Squash, Assistant Head of School for
Residential Life, and Dean of Students. It seems
that an Andover education is necessary to lead
Exeter.

*Tt is with great regret, though, as we
acknowledge that in recent Andover history,
former Head of School John Palfrey attended
Exeter and graduated in 1990. Touché.

3. Compared to Exeter, Andover is more than
twice as close to Boston.

Boston, the largest city in New England by
population, is a haven for fun activities, from
shopping to renowned culinary options. For
Andover students, accessing the city and its
opportunitiesisstraightforward. Approximately
20 miles from Boston, the Academy is typically
just a 30 to 40-minute drive away. Exeter,
by contrast, is around 50 miles from Boston,
consistently taking over an hour by car to get
there. If Exeter students have ever wanted to
hit a shopping spree in Boston, they’ll first have
to sit through their Saturday classes and then

acknowledge Andover students’ ease of access
to Boston.

4. Exeter has Saturday classes.

At Andover, we’ve experienced the joy of
liberation on a Friday after our commitments
have concluded. After spending Monday
through Friday attending classes, toiling away at
homework, and participating in Andover’s many
fantastic club offerings, it is on Friday when
we’re guaranteed a break. With no commitments
on the weekend, that might mean sleeping in on
Saturdays, socializing with friends, or going into
Boston (since Andover students can easily travel
to and from the city, a fact not quite as true at
Exeter). Can you imagine feeling exhausted
from work on a Friday evening and suddenly
remembering that you have to prepare for
class on Saturday? We’re sorry for you, Exeter
students.

5. Tony Stark ’84 (a.k.a. Iron Man) went to
Andover.

Stark  transformed and defended the
Marvel Cinematic Universe (MCU) through
technological breakthroughs. He pioneered
JA.RVILS. a natural-language AI assistant.
Furthermore, Stark solved the mechanics of
time-space navigation alongside the Avengers,
reversing Thanos’s snap after it eliminated
half of all life in the universe. Before attending
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
Stark studied at Andover. While Exeter has
undoubtedly produced trailblazers, it was
Andover that cultivated Tony Stark, whose
innovations protected the MCU.

This Editorial represents the opinions of The
Phillipian, vol. CXLIX.
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Many holidays fall between
Halloween and Christmas; one
of which I celebrate is Diwali.
While sometimes it falls before
Halloween, this year the most
celebrated part fell on Sunday,
November 8th. See, Diwali is
a five-day celebration, which
spanned from the 6th to the
10th of November this year. In
Hinduism, this is known as the
Festival of Light and is one of
the most celebrated holidays
in my culture. When trying to
celebrate, I decided to look for

placed in the holder, called
Mishumaa Saba. To skip over
3% of the population is to skip
over at least 3 million people,
all of whom deserve decora-
tions to celebrate their cul-
ture. Another known cultural
holiday is Dia de los Muertos,
which happens directly after
Halloween, from November
1st to 2nd. Dia de los Muertos,
or Day of the Dead, is primar-
ily celebrated in Latin Ameri-
can cultures to remember de-
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ceased loved ones with altars.
Altars typically have salt, sug-
ar skulls, and a special bread

right after Halloween.

Even if it is not a par-
ticularly special day, there are
some obvious changes. You see
Halloween items on clearance
in shops, and most importantly,
it feels like winter has already
started. Christmas decorations
flood the shelves. In Andover’s
own CVS, this proves true. Even
though there are countless
other holidays that happen be-
fore or around the same time as
Christmas, it’s as if they aren’t
at all relevant. In a place where
there are many people of dif-
ferent cultures, there should be
more variation in decor they sell
for holidays. Businesses move
on from Halloween quickly,
skipping over other important
holidays like Hanukkah, Kwan-
zaa, and Diwali, just to sell for
Christmas, which is dismis-
sive and uninclusive of not only
multiple other holidays, but re-

Even though there are
countless other holidays
that happen before or
around the same time as
Christmas, it’s as if they
aren't at all relevant.

some diyas, which are small
lamps. Though I am unable to
light them in the dorm, they
can be painted traditionally. I
planned to purchase some and
utilize my paints, then keep
them as a decoration of my
heritage. Yet, there is nothing
in any stores nearby to pur-
chase in celebration of Diwali.
Diwali is not the only Holiday
that suffers from this fate.

For religious holidays
besides Christianity, they are
pushed aside. Near Christmas,
there are other holidays cel-

ebrated frequently in the USA,
like Hanukkah. Hanukkah is
a Jewish holiday, represent-
ing a miracle in which only
one day’s worth of oil lasted
for eight days, symbolizing the
nine slots on the menorah. The
oil was to allow the Macca-
bees, Jewish revolutionaries,
to have light after a successful
revolt. It’s also called the Fes-
tival of Light in its respective
culture. The one in the center
is used to light the others. Ha-
nukkah is well-known in the
USA and taught often in many
school curricula, but it is still
neglected in many storefronts.
This year, it starts on Decem-
ber 4th and concludes on De-
cember 12th. In the USA, 5%
of the population celebrates
Hanukkah, which is at least
5 million people. The sheer
number is represented in at
least some way in convenience

stores. If it is appropriate to
sell small Christmas trees in
these stores, then menorahs
and candles should also be
sold.

Not only religious hol-
idays but also cultural holidays
are dismissed, such as Kwan-
zaa, which happens around
the same time as Christmas.
Kwanzaa is a Pan-African holi-
day, spanning from December
26th to January 1st. The main
purpose of the holiday is to
celebrate seven principles
over the seven days. Kwanzaa
is celebrated by 3% of the USA
population, and there are mul-
tiple decorations and physical
symbols of the holiday, such as
the Kinara. A Kinarais a seven-
slotted candle holder, where
there is one candle placed for
every day of the holiday that
goes by. Another important
part of Kwanzaa is the candles

called pan de muerto. 28%
of the US population is also
known to celebrate Dia de los
Muertos, so excluding the hol-
iday would be excluding over
75 million people.

Next time you go
shopping, take note of how
most stores sell only certain
decorations, and consider your
own culture. Do you see it on
those shelves? It’s great if you
do, but remember that a lot
of others won’t. Keep in mind
that all cultures and religions
are important, so they should
all be represented in a store-
front, not just the most com-
mon ones.

Shiloh Sharma is a Lower from
Edison, N.J. Contact the author at
ssharma30@andover.edu.
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egret is that twist in
our guts when we
look back on a deci-

sion and wish we had made
a better one. It is sometimes
even accompanied by despair
and a “if only I could re-
wind time..” Whether it is a
missed opportunity, an awk-
ward conversation, or a poor
judgment, we often find our-
selves imagining how things
could have turned out differ-
ently. We tell ourselves that
we could have known bet-
ter, that we could have acted
differently, or that a better
choice was always within
our reach. However, such
feelings are based on an ar-
rogant assumption that our
past selves were capable of
making the same judgments
we can make today.

When we regret a deci-
sion, we evaluate it from the
perspective of the present.
With the benefit of hind-
sight, our mistakes can seem
embarrassingly obvious. We
often assume that had we
thought a little more care-
fully or had a little more re-
straint, we could have avoid-
ed the undesired outcome
altogether. However, this

THE PHILLIPIAN

The Arrogance of Regret

reasoning overlooks the fact
that our past selves did not
possess the knowledge that
our current selves have. It’s
like thinking about the alter-
nate reality where you pull a
rock instead of a paper after
losing against a scissor.

This became particu-
larly apparent to me dur-
ing a competition this past
weekend. Since there were
warm-up rooms available

When we regret a
decision, we
evaluate it from the
perspective of the
present.

at the venue, I could have
arrived earlier than 1 did
to give myself some time.
However, I told myself that
I could practice just a lit-
tle longer at home. I didn’t
imagine a few more min-
utes at home could hurt, and
that those extra few min-
utes could improve my per-
formance. By the time I had
actually left, those few min-
utes had turned into tens.
Even worse, rain had started
to increase with the traffic
and I nearly arrived late. I
was left with almost no time
to warm up, forcing me to
perform with stiff, cold fin-
gers. I don’t want to solely
blame the cold fingers, but
I did underperform than
usual, though the results
fortunately turned out well.
Nevertheless, I found myself
regretting those extra min-
utes at home. Had I left ear-
lier, T could have warmed up
properly and felt more com-

fortable before performing.
Perhaps I could have gotten
even better results with that
warm-up time.

Looking back, leaving ear-
lier was the obvious choice.
But was it really so obvi-
ous at the time? I had no
way of knowing how heav-
ily the rain would affect my
journey. I also had a reason
for staying, though that rea-
son eventually became the
source of regret. With the
outcome already known, it
is easy to dismiss that previ-
ous decision as foolish. Yet
doing so means overlooking
the uncertainty and nerves I
faced when getting ready for
an important competition. It
would be unfair to judge my
past self by the information I
have now.

In this way, regret can be-
come a form of arrogance. It
assumes that our past selves
would have been able to an-
ticipate outcomes that only
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become clear afterward. A
few of the reasons why I was
late include not checking
the weather app, preparing
for the best-case outcome of

The problem is not that
we regret our decisions,
but that we expect too
much from the people
we used to be.

light traffic rather than the
worst-case scenario, and be-
ing too greedy about those
extra few minutes. With the
knowledge of the future, I
now know not to make those
same mistakes. T was less
mature than T am now with
this experience. Thus, regret
stems from arrogantly over-
estimating how much con-
trol and foresight we actu-
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ally had.

Of course, this does not
mean that regret is entirely
useless. Looking back on our
decisions allows us to recog-
nize mistakes and make bet-
ter ones in the future. I now
know that I should leave
more time before a competi-
tion, especially when there’s
potential for unpredictable
weather. More importantly,
I can acknowledge that stay-
ing home longer was a risk I
chose to take. But there is a
difference between learning
from the past and punishing
ourselves for it. Reflection
allows us to carry experience
forward, while remaining in
that negative emotion traps
us in an alternative version
of events that we can never
go back to.

Perhaps the problem is
not that we regret our deci-
sions, but that we expect too
much from the people we
used to be. We cannot give
our past selves the knowl-
edge we have today, nor can
we expect them to act with
the certainty that knowledge
of the future provides. There
is no point in endlessly
imagining how much better
things could have ended. In-
stead, the only task that re-
mains is in focusing on what
those experiences can teach
us. After all, the purpose of
looking back should not be
to prove that our past selves
were foolish, but to give our
future selves a better chance.

Woojin Oh is a Lower from
Frisco, Tex. Contact the author at
woh29@andover.edu.

Beyond Asking Out: What Abbot Says About Feminism

JEANNIE KANG
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s videos of girls asking
guys out to the Abbot
Ball with witty puns

flooded the Andover Instagram
circle, a question arose: Why are
girls asking guys? “Abbot” is a
semi-formal dance traditionally
held at the end of Fall Term that
got its name from Abbot Acad-
emy, a secondary school for girls
that eventually merged with
Phillips Academy to form our
current co-ed system in 1973.
With Abbot’s reputation as “An-
dover’s Homecoming Dance,”
many students are questioning
why Abbot doesn’t follow the
norm of homecoming dances,
in which guys ask their partners
out. At first glance, it might ap-
pear awkward that Abbot re-
verses the conventional gender
expectations, placing the expec-
tation on girls to make the first
move. However, once we move
past the initial moments of con-
fusion and hesitance, we realize
that the significance of Abbot
lies much beyond the maker-
space-made posters and Insta-
gram stories: it brings women’s
emotional desires and needs to
the center stage, providing them
the autonomy to make a deci-
sion for themselves.

The stereotypical American
homecoming looks something
like this: a football player finish-
es his game, poses to take a pho-
to with a girl, then surprises her

with a hastily written “HOCO?”
invitation with roaring applause
from the respective friend
groups. This trend is seen as
almost a symbol of youth and
the vibrancy it brings. Although
this tradition has manifested
through decades of romance-

Abbot reflects a much
deeper gender norm that
traces all the way back to

the Victorian era.

comedy shows and lighthearted
jokes, it reflects a much deeper
gender norm that traces all the
way back to the Victorian era.
During the ballroom dances
in the Victorian era, all men
were expected to ask women to
dance and escort them back to
their chaperone once the dance
was over. The norms strictly
dictated that women ought not
ask men to dance with them.
During the same time period,
a young girl was not expected
to explicitly indicate her inter-

est in finding a husband. Being
“forward” with men was seen
as an indicator of an excessive
sexual appetite. This assump-
tion is not surprising consider-
ing the gender-based hierar-
chy of the nineteenth century,
wherein men were granted the
full privilege of expressing
their emotions towards women,
which were considered accept-
able, whereas equivalent acts
from women were seen as des-
perate, contributing to the mod-
ern “slut-shaming” In short,
women were emotionally and
socially considered lesser than
men, thus having to depend on
men for occasions as trivial as
ballroom dances.

Granted, high school home-
coming dance culture is sig-
nificantly more lenient in its
gender expectations compared
to the nineteenth century; the
norms still reveal an aspect of
the deeply problematic and
sexist narratives in our history.
Leading up to most Homecom-
ing Dances, girls are expected
to wait for guys to ask them out,
calculating chances and mu-
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tual (or not mutual) emotions in
hindsight while battling the so-
cial condemnation against girls
who take action first as “not
good enough.” This expectation
resembles the confinement of
women in a domestic sphere,
as seen in the short story “If
I Were A Man,” by Charlotte
Perkins Gilman, in which the
female protagonist spends the
entire day weeping in the house
over a small argument with her
husband earlier in the morning,
while the husband completely
forgets about it, engaged in busi-
ness with other men. Many girls
are conditioned to anxiously
wait for guys to show interest,
without much control over the
situation.

Abbot subverts these gender
norms. Abbot not only normaliz-
es girls asking guys to the dance,
but also completely reverses the
expectation so that girls are the
ones who decide which partner
to ask out and eventually make a
public “Abbotposal.” By restor-
ing the autonomy for girls to
weigh their emotions and ask
the guys first rather than wait-

ing in the dark, Abbot is signifi-
cant in putting women on an
equal (or even higher) playing
field than men. The public na-
ture of the “Abbotposals” makes
them even more significant,
because it makes a statement
against the expectation that
women ought not to reveal their
emotions outwardly, providing
avenues for female emotions to
be not merely normalized but
also celebrated. These values
parallel the principles that Ab-
bot Academy forwarded as a pi-
oneer in female secondary and
higher education. As one of the
few secondary schools in New
England built specifically to ed-
ucate girls, Abbot emphasized
the independence of women as
well as the recognition of their
legitimacy in public spheres.
Alongside the Abbot Academy
Fund and the Brace Scholar
presentations, the Abbot Dance
is a perhaps less recognized yet
equally important event for An-
dover to continue carrying on
the values championed by the
first female members of the An-
dover community.

In “Jane Eyre,” the quintes-
sential feminist literature of
the Victorian era by Charlotte
Bronté, the protagonist Jane
says, “women are supposed to be
very calm generally: but women
feel just as men feel; they need
exercise for their faculties and
a field for their efforts as much
as their brothers do; they suffer
from too rigid a restraint..” Al-
though Abbot might not bring
the satisfaction of experienc-
ing a “traditional” high school
experience, it does make a bold
statement about the restraints
that have placed women in an
inferior and dependent posi-
tion. So, for all the girls read-
ing, ask them out! You're living
proof that Abbot and her values
live in all of us decades later.

Jeannie Kang is an Upper from
Seoul, South Korea. Contact the
author at nkang28@andover.edu.
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The Implication of Texas’ flip for the Democratic Party

ANDREW PARK
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n November 3, 2026,
the U.S. midterms had
arrived, and by mid-

night, it was clear the Demo-
crats swept the floor. At the
time of writing, Democrats had
flipped seven Senate seats, five
governor’s seats, and 45 House
seats. Thus, they’ve cemented
an estimated 259 seats in the
House and at least 54 in the
upper chamber. Therefore, it’s
hard to say this election wasn’t
a blue wave. This redistribution
was most alarming in Texas, my
home state, where Democratic
candidates James Talarico and
Gina Hinojosa won the U.S.
Senate and Texas governor’s
race, respectively, with Hinojo-
sa the first Latina elected to of-
fice. For many Americans, these
staggering victories look like
an absolute mandate for pro-
gressive politics. However, the
foundation under this victory
is much more fragile than the
electoral results suggest. While
the Democratic gains in Texas
highlight the power of econom-
ic messaging and anti-Trump
mobilization, they also expose a
long-term weakness: a coalition
built primarily against an oppo-
nent cannot sustain a governing
majority without a unified, af-
firmative identity.

First of all, it’s important
to talk about what happened
to Texas. Tuesday revealed as-

tonishing margins for Texas, a
state President Donald Trump
won by 14 points just two years
ago. On top of that, all of the
statewide offices up for elec-
tion were won by Democrats.
This shift may be in part due
to the large mobilization of the
Latino electorate, an evolution
election analysis points to as a
large part of the midterm shift.
This analysis makes sense for
Texas, which has a growing
Latino electorate of over six
million. The mobilization was
most likely due to the change
in rhetoric candidates used;
in particular, they focused on
affordability and capitalized
on the economic struggles
that Texans felt. For example,
Talarico ran on an economic
populist platform that hinted
at lowering taxes and making
corporations “pay their fair
share.” Similarly, Hinojosa
focused on homeownership
and living costs. The reason
this mobilization most likely
worked was that the Latino
population in Texas, a histori-
cally less affluent cohort, was
hit severely by rising costs. Of
course, the Latino community
has also been impacted heavily
by increased enforcement and
Immigration and Customs En-
forcement (ICE) raids, further
eroding support for the Trump
administration.

On the national level, the
Democratic  Party  clearly
gained a much wider range of
voters, a shift that may com-
plicate how the party operates
going into 2028. Currently,
the single unifying aspect of
this broader coalition is op-
position to the incumbent ad-
ministration, whether it be
the lack of economic policy or
problematic executive over-
reach. This relies on negative
partisanship—an  alignment
defined by shared opposition
to a rival party rather than al-
legiance to a shared agenda.
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However, what does that mean
for a post-Trump era? In the
case Democrats win the presi-
dency in 2028, discarding ICE,
rolling back tariffs, and enact-
ing social programs paid for
by higher taxes, what happens
next? If this negative parti-
sanship can no longer bond
against a Trump-esque figure,
the democrats may not be able
to maintain support.

We can actually learn how
volatile these wide-based po-
litical movements are from
Trump’s own Make America
Great Again (MAGA) move-
ment. In 2016 and 2024, he
was able to pick up disaffected
voters, mainly lower- to mid-
dle-class white and Latino vot-
ers. Initially, he promised to
rid the U.S. of “elites,” to build
a wall on the U.S’s southern
border, and to fix the econo-
my. However, once in power,
the Republican Party ran into
trouble when balancing the
wishes of various cohorts: fis-
cal conservatives, right-wing
populists in the working class,
and wealthier capitalists. For
example, the Big Beautiful Bill,
signed into law last year by
Trump, consists of cutting tax-
es for the upper class and busi-
nesses, while decreasing social

programs that usually help the
working class. Granted, the bill
also includes tax reductions
for tips and tax deduction
paths, but many speculate that
generally, the benefits skew to
wealthier individuals. Further,
the bill’s cost angered fiscal

Negative partisanship
is an effective tool for
mobilizing turnout,
but it fails to build
consensus.

conservatives over the U.S’s
debt burden. Now, the new
anti-Trump coalition brings
progressives, suburban mod-
erates, the working class, and
minority voters into a single
party. And similar to Trump’s
coalition, this one is just as
vulnerable to competing inter-
ests. Fundamentally, negative
partisanship is an effective
tool for mobilizing turnout,
but it fails to build consensus
once the common opponent is
out of office.

The main takeaway is for
the Democratic Party to define
itself. At the moment, the most

visible politicians are on the
left wing of the Democratic
bird. Politicians like Zohran
Mamdani are voices voters
seem to like, despite the initial
denial by the party establish-
ment to back his candidacy
in the New York City mayoral

The main takeaway is
for the Democratic Party
to define itself.

race. Of course, Mamdani’s
success in NYC cannot be em-
ulated nationwide. Nonethe-
less, to maintain momentum
through 2028, the Democratic
Party cannot rely on a frag-
mented patchwork of regional
stars or reactive anti-Trump
messaging. Winning Texas
proved that economic woes
can break traditional strong-
holds. Keeping the voters for
2028, however, will require
Democrats to prove they can
deliver above and beyond their
promises.

For our generation, the next
few years will be a test for our
political maturity. Our lives
have been defined by an era
of extreme political partisan-
ship, and young voters have
reflected their spirit in this
demand for tangible relief. If
the Democratic party wants
to turn the temporary anti-
Trump coalition to a lasting
movement, it must prove that
the governance translates to
tangible change for daily class.
Ultimately, our role shouldn’t
be constrained to be content
with the blue wave or settle
for them.

Andrew Park is an Upper
from Frisco, Tex. Contact the au-
thor at apark28@andover.edu.

MEDHA KONDA

he Empire-Builder train
is a 46-hour, daily pas-
senger train that passes

through seven states, from Se-
attle to Chicago. A flight that
would normally be three hours
and 55 minutes on average is
stretched out to an almost two-
day journey. And with a ba-
sic ticket, yowll only receive a
modest reclining seat, plus no
shower. That is one journey that
you’d be foolish not to take, for
the benefits are numerous. The
ease of switching through cars
in the cabin, being free from the
fear of imminent turbulence.
But, the often “no-brainer” op-
tion for most people would be
that plane ticket on Delta or
American Airlines, even with an
extra price tag, because time is
money. So, even though planes
are unfortunately stuffy and
quite an uncomfortable experi-
ence, not to mention their cost-
liness, people choose them. So,
for your vacation, would you
prefer an airplane, a short jour-
ney but in a confined box? Or
a slightly more luxurious train
experience, yet one with more
than 11 times the time spent?
When on a work trip, taking the
airplane is a fair game. When
you wake up on the train, you
might be saying hello to only
the solaceful mountains, or the
many solo travelers making
their national park pilgrimage.

The Case for Train Rides

On a plane? Merely the wail-
ing kids, and the views of seat
neighbors mindlessly watching
TV. For the vacation experience,
it seems the train is the obvious
choice we’ve been missing.
Why would one choose to
take the Empire-Builder train,
the longest train ride in the
United States? The benefit of
this seemingly grueling jour-

The train journey
provides an opportunity
for those who want to
experience a small part
of the region without an
extended stay.

ney is the sights you’ll experi-
ence right besides you. Cascad-
ing views of Glacier National
Park, pine trees, teal lakes, the
Rockies — the trip has users all
over the internet hooked. But
more than the train trip, it’s the
location that has people fawn-
ing. The Pacific Northwest has
been the subject of Instagram
videos featuring soft music
and natural scenery. These ro-
manticized videos are almost
a yearning for the completely
“isolated-from-society”  feel-
ing that the region provides. To
visit such areas, however, you’ll
need strong legs and a well-for-
tified mind to accomplish the
required backpacking. While
I’d say yes in a heartbeat, most
people would prefer a luxuri-
ous, more relaxing experience.
The train journey provides
an opportunity for those who
want to experience a small
part of the region without an
extended stay. On a journey
to Seattle, passengers get the
opportunity to see the beauti-
ful images of small towns in
America, without needing to go
through the extensive process
of traveling and staying in one.
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The train services 45 stops,
many of which are small towns
far from airports. Wistful towns

Perhaps what trains
more importantly offer
is a chance for the
community.

like Leavenworth, Washington,
a beautiful stop with Bavarian
architecture, are made much
cheaper by the rail journey as
well. Trains, it seems, allows
travelers to have a number of
experiences in one trip.
Perhaps what trains more
importantly offer is a chance
for the community. While re-
cently surfing on YouTube, I
stumbled upon a video where
someone crossed North Amer-
ica using only public transit.
Ko, known as Kodekai, docu-
mented his experience travel-
ing from Vancouver, Canada,
to the oldest lighthouse in New
York, the Montauk lighthouse

on Long Island. In addition to
traveling on the Vancouver fer-
ry and taking buses, he traveled
on the Empire-Builder train.
What was so remarkable about
his journey, I thought, was the
people he had met on the trip.
It seemed as though a collec-
tion of widely different people
had met under the shared expe-
rience of traveling on this train.
Unlike an airplane, where your
primary goal is to get through
the exhausting cold cabin and
cramped legroom, the train is
an opportunity to slow down
and make genuine attempts
to connect with those around
you. What we’re missing in our
rush to start our “vacations” is
that a vacation doesn’t neces-
sarily start at the destination.
Why not choose to start it by
looking out into the views of
the Rocky Mountaineer train
with a cup of coffee, or talking
to New Yorkers on their jour-
ney into the city on the North-
east Regional? The first time I
rode commuter rail in Ando-
ver was a novelty, as my small

town never had an Amtrak. I
marveled at the sights of snow
covered stations and the wintry
New England air fogging the
windows. We often don’t asso-
ciate vacation with the dreaded
airplane, cramped, cold, and al-
ways a gamble for who’s in the
nearby seats. But trains can be.

A train may not be every-
one’s first thought on how to
travel for your vacation, espe-
cially in the United States. My
friends hailing from New Jer-
sey (NJ) say that, at times, NJ
transit is mediocre. My brother
notes that when he lived in
Washinigton DC, the metro
moved at a snail pace. But such
inconveniences can be fixed
once the government sees a re-
newed interest in these public
transportation options. We just
need people to flock back to
them. These small factors are
easily overlooked when faced
with the prospect of viewing
the hidden parts of America so
easily. If humans are seeking a
slow-down, the purpose of va-
cation, why not allow the travel
to be as well? It’s indulgent,
eco-friendly, and a more social,
less corporate seeming chance
to unwind. Speaking further,
trains can also offer a reprieve
in life when we’re not on that
scheduled vacation time. Tak-
ing the train from New Jer-
sey to New York City for work
is made a bit more special by
the constant motion and un-
prompted interactions with
other passengers that wouldn’t
happen in your own car. So, go
ahead, say goodbye to long TSA
lines, overflowing bathrooms,
and overpriced airport food.
Hello, Amtrak.

Medha Konda is a Lower from
Tallahassee, Fla. Contact the au-
thor at mkonda29@andover.edu.
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last three years. She was in-
spired by Elliott’s mindset in mak-
ing the best of a hard situation.

“Toni was telling me over the
summer... about how she was hik-
ing for hours on end every day.
And T thought it was really cool
that she was doing something
other than wrestling, especially
because she got injured this past
year. So it was really cool how she
was doing so much physical activ-
ity, even though she was injured,”
said Akyali.

Emma Castillo ’27, one of the
three finalists for the Lorant Fel-

lowship, proposed a project to
help with child care in Nairobi,
Kenya. Though she was not given
the opportunity to proceed, she
reflected on valuable lessons from
the preparation process.

“Communication and reach-
ing out to all the outreach people
in the program was a big learning
curve for me. The main takeaway
was just leaning on the support
that the people in Kenya were giv-
ing me. They were very gracious
in answering any of my questions
and any small details of logistics I
needed to craft my schedule,” said
Castillo.

Gaby Potter 27, also a finalist
for the Fellowship, shared what
she is looking forward to for fu-
ture winners.
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Lorant Fellow Finalists Share Proposed Projects

“I'm excited to hear about the
interests that people are interest-
ed in, where they want to go, what
they want to do. It’s always so fun
hearing about people’s dreams,
aspirations, and what they’re pas-
sionate about. So even though it’s
my last year here, I'll definitely be
keeping up to see who the Lorant
Fellows are for the next few years,
to see the great work that they do.
Now that I've had that experience,
I understand how hard it is and
how competitive it is. It’s great to
know that the student who gets it
really deserves it and they’re go-
ing to do a great job whatever they
do,” said Potter.

Instructor in Russian Kassie
Bateman ’06, a past winner of the
Lorant Fellowship and current

Chair of the Lorant Fellowship
Committee, discussed the quali-
ties that fellows share.

“It’s an earnest endeavor. Itis a
student who is putting in the extra
work, regardless of what the out-
come might be and regardless of
who sees what they’re doing. So
it’s the student who comes to con-
ference period, who cleans up the
classroom after class, who does
community engagement, who
stays late after practice to contin-
ue drilling to try to get better, even
though no one is there watching
them do this. They do it because
they value hard work and the pro-
cess, regardless of what the end
result might be,” said Bateman.

Dale Hurley, a faculty member
on the committee for the Lorant
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Fellowship, similarly noted that
the fellowship is built entirely on
nominations instead of applica-
tions.

“[Lorant] specifically designed
it around something where he did
not want people to apply. Mainly
because the people that get the
award aren’t the kinds that would
apply for it anyhow. They’re the
type of people that do what they
do and don't really think it’s that
important or that big a deal. And
he really wanted those people to
get recognized. He wanted the
unsung heroes. The ones who are
always doing good and nobody re-
ally notices,” said Hurley.

Andover’s Formal Response to Sexual Misconduct Cases

Continued from A1, Column 5

to believe” that an individual un-
der 18 is suffering physical or emo-
tional harm from abuse or neglect,
including sexual abuse. School
employees may report through a
designated school official, who then
becomes responsible for notifying
DCFE.

Mardon emphasized the dis-
tinction between reporting a con-
cern and determining whether mis-
conduct occurred.

“[The law is] what [we] always
follow, 100 percent. We don’t make
judgment calls, and rather we
would err on the side of reporting
than not reporting;” said Mardon.

Under DCF regulations, the de-
partment must notify the district
attorney and local police when ev-
idence gathered during screening
or its response provides reasonable
cause to believe a child has been
sexually assaulted. Dean of Students
and Residential Life Susan Esty ex-
plained that a DCF referral does not
necessarily lead to a criminal inves-
tigation.

“[The district attorney’s office]
typically will not do anything unless
somebody brings suit or goes to the
police. That option [of legal or po-
lice action] exists, and it depends on
whether or not a student chooses to
take that option [themselves],” said
Esty.

When asked whether Andover
supports students or families wish-
ing to pursue legal action, Esty ex-
plained that action would be inde-
pendent from the school.

“That’s their personal business
and T can’t give legal advice in my
role... Students may choose to make
a police report for lots of things, for
their stolen scooter, for example, as
well as for sexual assault,” said Esty.
“In those cases, because... we're
in loco parentis, we will support a
student who wants to contact the
police... The important piece for all
students to understand is that we
can’t make that decision for you.”

When asked whether Andover
ever “assist[s] with a police or other
external investigation,” Esty said,
“No, it’s their [responsibility].”

According to Appendix 1 of the
Blue Book, “the conduct response
specialist (or appropriate designee)”
initiates a formal response process
when warranted. Following former
Conduct Response Specialist Ryan
Milligan’s departure in October, Ce-
cilia Reyes, House Counselor and
Coach, now serves as Conduct Re-
sponse Coordinator.

Esty clarified Reyes finds exter-
nal investigators and coordinates
schedules but “doesn’t do the inves-
tigations” The investigators con-
duct interviews and write the con-
fidential summary. She said that the
2026-27 Blue Book has not yet been
updated to reflect the change.

According to the Blue Book, Ap-
pendix 1, an investigation may in-
clude interviews with those directly
involved and relevant witnesses, as
well as the collection of documents
and other relevant information. Stu-
dents receive notice of the allega-
tions and interviewer(s)’ identities.

Esty said students receive no ad-
ditional formal information about
the allegations during the investiga-
tion, but may infer details from the
questions asked during interviews.

“If you think about it, the in-
vestigator is asking you questions
about what happened, and so there
is information that you’re getting,
not in writing, but you have an un-
derstanding of what’s been said be-
cause they’re asking you about it,”
said Esty.

Each participating  student
must have a faculty or staff mem-
ber present for support, according
to the Blue Book, Appendix 1. Esty
explained students can choose to in-
vite a trusted adult or ask the school
to assign someone from a pool of
faculty trained in trauma-informed
support.

Friends, family members, guard-
ians, attorneys, and other represen-
tatives are not permitted to attend
interviews, according to the Blue
Book, Appendix 1. Esty distin-
guished the school’s internal pro-
cess from a legal proceeding when
explaining this restriction.

“We're not a court of law. We're
a school. We're doing an [internal]
school response [independent from
alegal proceeding],” said Esty.

Throughout the process of a for-

mal investigation, involved students
are required to maintain confidenti-
ality. Esty emphasized that student
reporters and subjects of reports are
not permitted to discuss details of
the investigation with peers.

“They can talk to their support
person that they bring with them.
They can talk to their parents,
[trusted adults on campus for their
own support,] and if they have an
attorney, they can talk to their attor-
ney. But they can’t talk about it with
friends... Tt really protects every-
body;” said Esty. “They’re entitled to
their privacy and their dignity.”

According to Esty, consequences
for breaking confidentiality about
investigative processes “depends,
again, because it depends on what
is said””

Following the collection of infor-
mation, a confidential summary and
analysis are shared with the Dean of
Students, according to Appendix 1
of the Blue Book. The Dean of Stu-
dents, Assistant Deans of Students,
and Cluster Deans, with additional
consultation as needed, determine
whether it is “more likely than not”
that the conduct violated commu-
nity standards before selecting the
appropriate response pathway.

The resulting Deans’ Decision is
shared “with the parties and their
families, as appropriate,” accord-
ing to the Blue Book, Appendix 1.
However, the appendix states that
the confidential summary “will not
be shared with students, families,
or anyone else externally.” Esty said
withholding the summary protects
sensitive information about in-
volved students.

“Maybe we learn things about
[one student] that [another student
is] not entitled to know. And that’s
okay. We protect students’ privacy
in that case;” said Esty. “The other
reason is, in my experience, stu-
dents involved in these formal pro-
cesses like to keep the circle as tight
as we can because it’s a situation in
which adolescents feel particularly
vulnerable, because the confidential
summary, the formal investigation,
is quite detailed. There are details of
their private lives that really [most
students] want a minimum number
of people knowing”

According to the Blue Book Ap-

pendix 1, “a formal process will gen-
erally cease in the event a student
who is the subject of an allegation is
no longer enrolled at the Academy.”
Esty explained the rationale for this
approach and how the timing of
a student’s withdrawal affects the
language used to describe it.

“If the process stops, there can’t
be a finding. Because what if some-
body withdraws and we never in-
terview them? We can’t say wheth-
er there was a finding or not... And
what would we do with the finding?
The student’s no longer a student
here” said Esty.

Esty continued, “If our finding is
that you did [something] and that’s
why you’re going to a [Communi-
ty Standards Conference], if they
withdraw, then it is withdrawn
pending a Community Standards
Conference... But if your parents
pull you before we even start in-
vestigating, [the student] did not
withdraw pending a Community
Standards Conference because we
haven't interviewed you and we
can’t say that yet.”

Discourse surrounding group
misconduct, such as within athletic
teams, is also present on campus.
Esty distinguished investigations
of individual student misconduct
from broader assessments of athlet-
ic team culture.

“I don’t handle a whole team.
I deal with individual students...
There are times when the school
has undertaken climate assess-
ments [regarding athletic teams],
but that has not been through my
office. My office deals with under-
standing and responding to student
conduct, and so [climate assess-
ments] feels like a different realm
than what we do,” said Esty.

When asked what office con-
ducts whole-team climate assess-
ments, Esty said, “I don’t know for
sure” She later explained that she
had not participated in such climate
assessments.

Esty later clarified that, during
her tenure, her office has responded
to individual reports involving mul-
tiple members of the same team,
but never an entire roster. She em-
phasized that individual students’
behavior should not be generalized
to the whole team, even when mul-

tiple teammates are named in re-
ports.
When The Phillipian reached
out to Director of Athletics Lisa Joel
for comment, Joel directed the pa-
per to Esty for comment, explaining
that all student misconduct moves
exclusively through the Dean of
Students Office. In a later email to
The Phillipian, Esty clarified that all
sexual misconduct concerns go to
Esty, while athletic team concerns
should go to the Athletic Director.
She added that her and Joel partner
on student conduct matters.

Madelyn Esposito "27, a Varsity
athlete, advocated for the school to
be more transparent about investi-
gative processes regarding groups
of people, especially athletic teams.

“The issue of closure is so im-
portant. Rape culture is not just a
physical thing, it’s a psychological
thing. Even though I have not wit-
nessed it firsthand, just hearing
about it makes me uncomfortable
and makes me feel unsafe... If [An-
dover] really wants to be an institu-
tion that stands against rape culture
and [upholds] women’s rights, then
you need to be taking action. You
need to, A, not be silencing girls or
diminish[ing] their voices when
they come to you trying to report
something, and, B, they need to ac-
tually see that you're actively doing
something to protect them,” said
Esposito.

Mardon emphasized the impor-
tance of education in combating
harmful groupthink. She expressed
her willingness to listen to student
suggestions.

“[’'m interested in] any group
where we are worried about the
culture of the group or the decisions
the group are making. 'm inter-
ested in finding support for those
students, because I would like to
imagine we can help students un-
derstand the repercussions of their
choices;” said Mardon.

Mardon continued, “The school
can do a better job of helping all
of our students anticipate the re-
percussions of their word choices
or their behaviors or when those
things go together. I'm interested in
helping teams have better cultures...
T'm open to any student feedback.”

Students Discuss Ways to Provide Clarity on Disciplinary Procedures
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of them as Pathways, just as in-
dividual [responses], like a GAP, or a
Dean’s response, or a suspension, or
more,” said Oh.

He continued, “As you go
through the years, you yourself
might go through this disciplinary
process. Or if not, then definitely
your friends might as well. And
from their experiences and maybe
even your own experience, you get
to know what each of the Pathways
entails. And especially, my Lower
and Upper year, I really got to know
it just based on the experiences of
people around me... I didn’t really
talk to any campus adults about it

Emma Hong 28 similarly ex-
plained how she derived much
of her understanding of the disci-
plinary system from the experienc-
es of other students.

“[In] freshman year, T heard
about GAPs that sort of arose out
of pure mistakes, and Dean’s Re-
sponses, I feel like, are handed out
pretty liberally, so T was somewhat
familiar with the concept of that
if you messed up marginally. The
GAP system was naturally exposed
to me through my classmates and
what they were saying about, but I
don’t think T've ever received a for-
mal outlining of it from any sort of

authority;” said Hong,

Hong expressed dissatisfaction
about the school’s priorities in com-
municating policies to the student
body. She called for a clearer expla-
nation of the differences between
responses.

“I don’t understand why [the
school has] put so much energy into
making sure everyone understands
the DoorDash policy [and] empha-
sizing the new substance use plan,
but then they can’t really explain to
people in-depth the lines between
these responses and the GAP... Es-
pecially as a 14-year-old, especially
for aboarder just living on your own
for the first time, I've seen a lot of
people make mistakes under that
sort of high-stress pressure,” said
Hong.

Hong continued, “That feeds
into their uncertainty about getting
their footing right, so the differenc-
es between Dean’s Responses and
GAPs and what constitutes what
should be perhaps explained a little
bit more clearly to particularly new
students”

Esty said the school supple-
ments the Blue Book with oppor-
tunities for students to discuss the
conduct system in person.

“Cluster deans use cluster meet-
ing time to talk about community
standards, behavioral expectations,
and the basics of conduct respons-
es... In some clusters, the commu-
nity standards representatives visit

dorms to explain the student con-
duct system,” wrote Esty.

Reflecting on the SOTA statistic,
Philip Molina '28, a Prefect in Bart-
let House, emphasized the necessity
for students to collectively under-
stand Pathways.

“I wish that number was higher.
We all have a responsibility for our-
selves and also others to understand
these pathways to the fullest extent.
You should not only be looking
out for yourself and taking care of
yourself, because while you should
always be putting yourself first, it’s
also really important to look out for
your friends or someone in your
dorm or someone who confides
in you... or if you notice something
happen, you should know how to
respond. It’s also important to not
only know how to respond, but also
what may qualify a response path-
way,” said Molina.

Matt Robinson "27 offered a dif-
ferent perspective from Molina,
noting that the knowledge needed
to navigate the system depends on
context.

“I don’t think most people need
a complete and total understanding
of every letter of the law in order to
understand the gist of the system.
That level of knowledge wouldn’t
strike most people as necessary. 8.7
percent is an issue. But I also don’t
think it needs to be 100 percent,
because knowing exactly what the
Pathway is isn’t as necessary until

youre involved in that Pathway,”
said Robinson.

Alessandro Reverdito 29 offered
suggestions to improve the clarity
of the conduct response system in
addition to informational posters in
his dorm.

“Maybe something about stu-
dent conduct responses on a main
website, a page that’s clearly visible
that could explain it more clearly
would be helpful. Just anything
really to share with more students
[on] what exactly it is, instead of stu-
dents having to go find something
themselves;” said Reverdito.

On the other hand, Molina advo-
cated for students to do more to un-
derstand Pathways for themselves,
including consulting online system
resources.

“l am of the belief that many
students at this school do not read
enough of the resources that we
have online. I've always been a big
fan of PANet... while it’s great to ask
for help, T would just hope that the
questions that they’re asking don’t
also imply that they wouldn’t be
able to find a resource if they were
needing a response pathway and
they wouldn’t want to talk to some-
one else about how to find it” said
Molina. “So T'd say that [8.7] percent
isn’t just related to the response
pathways, but more so a common
theme of not reading the online
guides we have on PANet, which I
encourage everyone to do.”

In West Quad North, Cluster
Co-Presidents and Representatives
visited dorms to explain the con-
duct response system. Isaac Owo-
dunni "27, Cluster Representative
for West Quad North, emphasized
the importance of making students
comfortable asking questions.

“It likely feels uncomfortable
asking, ‘Hey, is this against the
rules? because you're worried that
that’s going to make you seem like
you're breaking the rule or drawing
suspicion, or [asking] ‘Hey, what
does a GAP look like? makes it
sound like ‘I’'m someone who's gon-
na get in trouble; and really that’s
not it. It’s important information for
us to have as a student;” said Owo-
dunni.

Esty described the school’s ef-
forts to evaluate its conduct system
and offered to help students better
understand how it works.

“The Academy is currently
going through a conduct system
review, so we should have more in-
formation about that in the months
to come,” wrote Esty. “I spoke with
new day students earlier this year
and would be happy to offer a sim-
ilar event where students could
come and learn more about our
student conduct system from the
deans team and the student leaders
involved (co-presidents and cluster
representatives).”
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From United States Secre-
tary of War Henry Stimson and
secret societies to Harvard-Yale
rivalries and Abbot-Andover
musicals, Andover’s campus
holds a myriad of stories rooted
in the Academy’s earliest days.

Paige Roberts, Director of
Archives and Special Collec-
tions, explained the significance
behind many landmarks and
buildings on campus, including
the Chandler-Wormley Vista
and Stimson House.

“One trustee paid for mil-
lions, probably by far the larg-
est donation any institution has
ever received. Thomas Cochran
['1890]: he paid for the library,
George Washington Hall (GW),
[Samuel Phillips Hall (Sam
Phil)], Morse Hall, Paresky
Commons, the Addison [Gal-
lery of American Art], the art in
the Addison, the Chapel, Bird
Sanctuary, [and] moving Pear-
son to create the vista from Sam
Phil. And a student did a paper a
few years ago about the naming
during the Cochran reshaping...
Cochran said that it would be to
the benefit of Phillips Academy
to name buildings for patriotic
figures like George Washington,
for example,” said Roberts.

Roberts continued, “Stimson
is a hugely significant, inter-
esting person. [In World War
11,] there was some discussion
about what specific places in Ja-
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World War II, Musicals, and
Secret Societies: Tidbits from Andover’s History

pan to drop the [atomic] bombs.
And the person who decided
that is Henry Stimson, who was
Secretary of War for the United
States. And at the same time,
president of the board of trust-
ees of Phillips Academy. Which
is quite extraordinary. He’s
running World War II and he’s
running Phillips Academy at the
same time... he’s making these
world-changing decisions.”

Initially an all-boys school,
Phillips Academy merged with
the neighboring all-girls school
Abbot Academy to become co-
educational in 1973. Elizabeth
Aureden, Instructor in Music,
discussed how both schools
participated together in mu-
sicals. She also noted music’s
significance since the schools’
inception.

“During the 1950s and 1960s,
[musicals were] actually one of
the few places where there was
a collaboration between Abbot
Academy and Phillips Acad-
emy. In the 1950s, there were
these huge musicals that were
always Gilbert and Sullivan op-
eratives. They were hugely pop-
ular. In the 1960s, the musicals
typically had between 150 to
200 students, between Phillips
Academy and Abbot Acade-
my collaborating together, and
they were huge, huge deals,”
said Aureden. “[The choir] had
two rehearsals per week, and
[for] their compensation, you
could choose from one of the
following. You could get paid.
You could get one athletic cut
per week, because there was an

athletic requirement in 1916, or
if you were a student who was
working as part of your schol-
arship, you could count your
participation required as part of
your scholarship work.”

Aureden continued, “There
has been chorus and singing at
Andover ever since the begin-
ning of the school because they
were a really important part of
the chapel services that hap-
pened daily and actually were
required on Sundays all the way
until 1970.”

Beyond Phillips Academy
and Abbot Academy, Andover’s
identity included the Andover
Theological Seminary, a Cal-
vinist graduate school. Patrick
Zheng ’28, head of the histo-
ry club, described the school’s
founding in theological conflict
and its connection to Andover’s
historical ties with Yale.

“The seminary started from a
rift with Harvard. There was a
body of faculty that was against
the progressive views that Har-
vard had. They split from the
institution and established a
seminary here... Even though
these three institutions were
separate, they were connected.
They shared in their faith in
Calvinism. And so they were not
sending students to Harvard.
The alternative was to Yale,”
said Zheng.

Ryan Wheeler, Director of
the Peabody Institute of Ar-
chaeology, noted how many
buildings and objects connect
to Andover’s former secret so-
cieties.

“[The secret societies] don’t
exist anymore. They weren’t re-
ally fraternities, but they were
these kinds of clubs... boys could
join, and then they would go to
the houses, and they could hang
out there, read the newspaper,
the older kids could smoke.
And so there’s a bunch of those
buildings that are still around.
Benner House, which is the ce-
ramics studio [and has] archi-
tecture classes, that was one...
A lot of times, you [could] see
there’s a little escutcheon, kind
of a little coat of arms or some-
thing that’s over the door. That
was the symbol of that particu-
lar society,” said Wheeler.

According to Wheeler, the
Peabody Institute of Archaeol-
ogy was founded by Robert S.
Peabody ’1857. It followed the
work of his uncle George Pea-
body, who had founded the Har-
vard, Yale and Peabody Essex
museums. Wheeler elaborated
on the Institute’s history and
purpose.

“[Robert] was the executor
of George’s estate after George
died, and he got interested in
collecting Native American arti-
facts. And so he hired somebody
who was his personal curator,
who went around buying col-
lections, excavating sites, and
they amassed about 40,000 ob-
jects, which is a lot, and that be-
came the core collection for us.
He decided that he didn’t really
want a museum like the Har-
vard Peabody Museum or the
Yale Museum. He wanted a re-
source for the students here at
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his high school,” said Wheeler.

Many groups and organi-
zations even today trace their
beginnings back to Andover,
which Roberts illustrated with
an example.

“A lot of people probably
don’t know about The Rising
Storm. It is a cool rock band. Its
members are [from] the class of
1967 and they are a rock band
that still exists. I believe that
they are considered the ‘most
famous obscure rock band in
America’ Somebody actually
made a film about them,” said
Roberts.

Scan to View a Video
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Student Relocation Causes Logistical Challenges in Dorms

Continued from Al, Column 5

Chan, who was on duty that
night, and she said she’d look
into it. As far as I understand,
I'm quite certain that she told
(034

Beyond the affected dorm
room, Tejapaibul detailed the
recurring water buildup in his
hall’s bathroom.

“Alongside the leakage in the
three-room double, there was
also water overflowing in our
bathrooms. [Since] our bath-
rooms don’t have a drain in-
stalled in the main room, a lot of
the time we just have water in

the bathrooms,” said Tejapaibul.

Tejapaibul reflected on the
incident’s impact on Stimson
residents.

“A lot of people are pretty
shook by it. And obviously so,
because, it’s not every day that a
mushroom grows, and that has
raised some current concerns as
well. Especially among my hall
and also the hall above us (I'm
on the 1st floor) the moisture
must have come from the show-
ers above, coming down. I think
that there was an atmosphere of
worry as to whether or not it’s
going to affect other rooms as
well,” said Tejapaibul. “I think
that OPP really should have re-
sponded more quickly, and 'm

pretty disappointed that it took
a mushroom growing out of the
wall to have them actually do
something.”

Chan was not available for
comment, and OPP could not
be reached for comment before
publication.

According to Gallou, the leak
and mushroom growth stem
from improper installation of
the shower stalls during bath-
room renovations. In her email,
Gallou noted that OPP has since
“replaced the showerheads to
contain flow better,” and that
the two students will likely
move back to their rooms after
the end of fall break.

The two students declined

to be interviewed. Troy Turick,
House Counselor in Stimson
House and Instructor in Mathe-
matics, could not be reached for
comment before publication.

Christian Estrada ’27, who
lives in Pemberton, shared his
knowledge of the mushroom
growth and its causes.

“I heard through the grape-
vine that there was a problem
with the shower, that water was
leaking into his room. Moisture
was going into his room, and it
got really, really hot. Because
the temperature increased in
his room, a mushroom started
growing immediately. Usually, it
takes weeks, but it took a couple
days [this time],” said Estrada.

Estrada reflected on one of
the students moving into Pem-
berton’s complement room.

“We were pretty excited
when we heard we’re gonna be
having a new member. We were
told at 8:00 or something that
he would be coming, and then at
9:00, he joined Pemberton,” said
Estrada. “The biggest problem
with the whole situation was
they couldn’t find a place for
him to go until it was a couple
days later. It was late in the pro-
cess. And he was sleeping on the
floor of [the room of | somebody
else in [Stimson House].”

ALEXANDRA NATAN &
SAYA OISHI

Major Hanson Causbie ’08,
a US. Army Inspector General
and veteran, detailed memories
of his service and spoke to the
ethos of Andover at the 17th An-
nual Veterans Day Dinner & Pro-
gram on Wednesday. Current
students and military alumni
gathered in Kemper Auditorium
for the event.

In his speech, Causbie re-
flected on his time at Andover.
He described his experience
as a new student and shared an
anecdote in History 340, AP Eu-
ropean History, that helped him
grow.

“On my first day as a student
here, T was in [Paresky Com-
mons], and pulled out my LG
flip phone at lunch. I called my
mom, and I said [coming here]
was a terrible idea. These kids
are way too smart. And she said,
‘let’s just give it some time. My
first exam [in History 340], my
Blue Book arrived back on my
desk and all set in the inside cov-
er, it was ‘Nice work, 3. It was
a very uncomfortable moment.
And a significant blow to my
confidence,” said Causbie in his
speech.

He continued, “But it started
along road that lasted the rest of
the year, incremental progress,
more failure, more progress, in
an underlying current of hard
work or reliance on many peo-
ple around.. And because of
that progress, History 340 be-
came one of my favorite classes.
Not only for the subject, but for
talking about grinding, about be-
ing comfortable, taking the small
steps to get better. And I had to
apply that during my time [at
Andover], again and again.”

After his service, Causbie at-
tended Georgetown University
Law Center and now works as

Hanson Causbie ’08 Speaks at 17th
Annual Veterans Day Dinner & Program

an associate at Hogan Lovells
Cadwalader in Washington, D.C.
He explained how his experi-
ence with Arc, a community en-
gagement program allowing stu-
dents to buddy with adults with
special needs from Andover and
the greater Lawrence area, influ-
enced his work as a lawyer.

“It’s tied back into the ser-
vice-oriented, non sibi culture
there is at Andover. And then
now I do a lot of pro bono work
as a lawyer for a variety of dif-
ferent groups. And these are for
people who traditionally don’t
have access to legal services
because they’re too expensive.
And this is for domestic violence
work. It’s also for immigration
work. That’s really important to
me to be able to do that. Arc just
taught me how to be empathet-
ic and compassionate and how
to communicate with different
types of people,” said Causbie in
an interview with The Phillipian.

Bruce Ru ’28, the student co-
ordinator of Adopt-A-Platoon,
introduced Causbie at the Vet
erans Day dinner. Ru, a former
member of the Australian Army
Cadet program, felt inspired by
both his tablemates’ and Caus-
bie’s perspectives.

“Service means something
completely different to all seven
of us on the table. And we’re here
for the same purpose of reflect-
ing and honoring what service
means. It’s just impressive to be-
hold how different we are at this
table, but then at the same time,
these principles of contributing
to a wider cost and being selfless,
all mean something to us. I love
the fact that this is not some-
thing like an event that your
adults call and then and then
they stream it to the students or
whatnot. The students also get
to be in the driver’s seat in terms
of how we want to recognize and
honor this legacy,” said Ru.

As a student interested in a
military career, Matthew Wei’28

and time at Andover.

resonated with the lessons Caus-
bie shared.

“I actually attended both the
committee meeting and the din-
ner, because I plan to join the Air
Force after I graduate college
through the ROTC [Reserve Of-
ficers’ Training Corps] program.
I wanted some insight into what
life in the military was like and
what I can do in my time at An-
dover to help support, not only
my military career and my life in
general,” said Wei.

Jennifer Savino, Director of
Alumni Engagement, spoke on
the significance of highlight-
ing Andover’s military alumni
through the Veterans Day Pro-
gram.

“[We] look for different op-
portunities to bring forth and lift
up a variety of alumni and con-
nect them to the student body.
There are 26,000 living alumni
around the world, each with a

N
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unique path to Andover, through
Andover and beyond Ando-
ver. Military service is just one
of these paths. There are many
alumni who have chosen this
path. In fact, since 1861, 3,536
Medals of Honor have been
awarded to individuals who dis-
tinguish themselves with acts of
valor. Remarkably, eight of these
individuals have been Ando-
ver alumni,” wrote Savino in an
email to The Phillipian.

Causbie described what he
hoped attendees would take
away from his speech at the din-
ner.

“My experiences here, and
the underpinnings of how ser-
vice, and the spirit of non-sibi,
is so baked into the culture here,
had a big influence on me want-
ing to continue that, serving in
some capacity. And for me, I
wanted to serve in the military,
and that’s how I felt like I could

give back,” said Causbie in an in-
terview with The Phillipian.

He continued, “For the stu-
dents, T'd like them to just think
about how they plan to contrib-
ute in some service capacity,
whether it be military service
or something else, when they
graduate from here. It’s some-
thing that is so important to be-
ing an Andover graduate, and
to realize that even when times
are extremely difficult, I mean
that geopolitically or political-
ly, good, thoughtful, principled
leaders are needed, particularly
in public service. And this school
has produced those people and
states for a very, very long time.
And T would encourage them to
continue to pursue that, that stu-
dents continue that tradition of
excellence”
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ENHAO REN
& MING-YI TANG

The Addison Gallery of
American Art (Addison) opened
its newest exhibition: “Amer-
ica In The Making,” featuring
artworks showcasing the de-
velopment of American art and
culture in honor of the nation’s
250th anniversary. Spanning the
entire museum, “America In The
Making” has drawn the local
community together to observe
and contemplate American art.

Most of the work in the ex-
hibit came from the Addison’s
permanent collection, which is
not often done. Rachel Vogel,
Assistant Curator at the Addi-
son, explained how the team de-
cided to take this approach and
dedicate the entire museum to
its permanent collection.

“We went through sever-
al iterations before ultimately
deciding to dedicate the entire
building to the permanent col-
lection, which is something we
don’t normally do. Typically,
we display works from the per-
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Addison Gallery of American Art

manent collection thematical-
ly alongside loaned works and
traveling exhibitions from other
institutions. This time, the entire
museum features our permanent
collection, installed chronologi-
cally from the 18th century to the
present,” said Vogel.

Ricardo Ruiz, the Charles. H.
Sawyer Curatorial Fellow at the
Addison, described the intense
planning process, as the whole
exhibit was curated in just under
a year. Since the Addison fea-
tures over 30,000 objects in its
permanent collection, choosing
the 400 works ultimately dis-
played was a challenge.

“Our original idea was to do a
thematic show... but we quickly
pivoted to this more tradition-
al way of installing permanent
collection shows: a chronologi-
cal presentation. Once we made
the shift, we built a checklist:
we were going through our col-
lection database and assessing
what are the strengths [of each
piece],” said Ruiz.

He continued, “There was
an artist studio on the old Abbot
campus, and we literally brought
out 500 sheets of paper that had
works, and we laid them down

on the floor. Literally. We spread
them out and divided them up
into periods and themes, so it
was a very physical way of doing
things in order to condense that
big list into a number that could
actually fit in the galleries.”

Simran Shah ’28, one of the
Co-Heads of the Addison Club,
described the variety of works
that she encountered while vis-
iting the exhibit, from painting
to photography.

“It’s so beautifully curated.
You have this little miniature
portrait room straight to the left.
You have very old, sort of Euro-
pean-inspired works, a lot of Re-
naissance-style paintings on the
first floor to the left. And to the
right, it bridges more abstract
work and paintings, even a little
bit of photography you might see
sprinkled into some of the rooms
on the 1st floor,” said Shah.

She continued, “[The cura-
tors] did such a good job bal-
ancing what you see on the first
floor versus the second floor.
The second floor is infinitely
more modern and exclusive. You
can see this real shift from old
ideas of America as being a sub-
set of Europe, not having its own

Opens New Exhibition: “America In The Making”

original identity, to the making
of American art on the second
floor. It’s brilliant.”

Many teachers have taken
advantage of the Addison as a
teaching resource, prompting
students to explore the exhibit
during their free time. Natalya
Baldyga, Instructor in History
and Social Science, described
the assignment she gave to her
students.

“The Addison is great be-
cause there is almost always an
exhibit that ties into themes that
we’re exploring or material that
we're exploring in U.S. history.
What I've asked [students] to do
is to go and explore the exhibit,
starting with its earliest era and
going through the contemporary
day,” said Baldyga.

She continued, “What I like
about it is that it’s intellectual,
but it’s also a personal reflection.
[The students] think about the
exhibit, and what it includes, but
also what it excludes. They think
about how this art is being pre-
sented, [and how] it is presenting
history in a particular way,”

Quentin Cynn 28, a student
who visited the exhibition to
complete the assignment, com-
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mented on his appreciation for
landscape pieces.

“My favorite piece was The
West Wind (1891) by Winslow
Homer. I've always liked land-
scape paintings. Particularly, T
really liked how the painting
captures the power of nature
through the rough waves, cloudy
sky, and windswept landscape.
The figure on the shore also
made me think about how small
humans can seem compared to
the natural world,” said Cynn.

The Addison, despite being
located on campus, is open to
the public. The new exhibition
will remain open until January
31,2027,

“[The exhibition] is an op-
portunity for us to share with
the public beyond [Andover]
this phenomenal resource, but
also [the show] opens up a lot of
questions as to what it means to
be American, or what the values
of the country stand for; these
bigger themes [are what] we
hope will really give the public
an opportunity to reflect on,”
said Ruiz.

Students Critical of Food Delivery Procedure

CAITLIN MA &
CARLOS ALEMAN

As their first term under An-
dover’s new food delivery policy
nears its end, students have ex-
pressed frustration with the sys-
tem’s inconvenience, questioned
its fairness across dorms, and sug-
gested ways to improve it.

As part of the food delivery
policy implemented this academ-
ic year, students can order food
only for drop-off at boxes at Ish-
am House (Isham), George Wash-
ington (GW) Circle, and Campus
Safety. The policy aims to address
safety concerns by minimizing the
number of outside cars on cam-
pus.

The nearest drop-off location
to Clusters West Quads North and
South is in the parking lot of Ish-
am House, a lowerclassmen girls’
dorm. Anastasie Sycheva ’29, a
resident of Isham and a member
of the Food Delivery Task Force,
observed the benefits of the policy
but noted its lack of equality.

“I do notice that there are less
drivers this year being really con-
fused as to where to go. I remem-
ber one time this person from
Foxcroft ordered, but there’s no
road to get to Foxcroft that cars
can drive on. I remember T was
with my friend and we were using
broken Spanish to try to direct the
driver to how to get to Foxcroft by
walking, which was a bit of a has-
sle;” said Sycheva. “So I think this
year there’s less confused drivers,
but it’s very inconvenient for stu-

dents who don’t live near any of
the drop-offlocations.”

Audrey Baeten-Ruffo 28, a
Prefect in Isham, thought the poli-
cy was effective in mitigating safe-
ty concerns. However, she voiced
frustrations regarding its negative
impacts on Isham residents.

“My understanding of the rea-
son for this policy is the increased
presence of cars driving around
campus and also a few incidents
where delivery people were inter-
acting with dorms in a way that
was not the most secure. T would
say how the system is separated
now alleviates that for the Quads
and in terms of organization or
placement, there’s not a much bet-
ter place to put this delivery box,”
said Baeten-Ruffo.

She continued, “I just wish that
there was a little bit more support
because [Isham is] the only one
where a delivery address is adorm
and I believe our house counselors
did not really receive any special
communications about how to
handle that situation. The reality
of it is the address that people are
delivering to is our address and di-
verting to the receptacle has fallen
onto our shoulders instead of the
school’s, which T find can get a
little tiring at times,” said Baeten-
Ruffo.

Ruth Myers 30, another Isham
resident, elaborated on these diffi-
culties.

“Basically no one delivers it
into the box, even if we send pic-
tures of the box, and specifically
tell them to put it in the box in the
order. So they’re always knocking
on our door and they’re always re-

ally confused and they don’t know
where to go. We just have to open
the door to a lot of strangers a lot
of times a day;” said Myers.

For Pine Knoll Cluster resi-
dents, the closest drop-off box is
in GW Circle. Kayla Lyons 28, a
Prefect in Nathan Hale House,
voiced concerns regarding the
commute.

“Because we live at the bottom
of a hill, it can be a little bit incon-
venient to go up the hill, especially
if you have multiple bags. Some-
times I order Whole Foods, and
then carrying it down the hill, T
either have to walk along the road,
and it can get very heavy, or I can
go through the knoll, which could
be a little bit more dangerous,”
said Lyons.

She continued, “Last year, I
typically just got all of my grocer-
ies delivered straight to the dorm
and the drivers would put the bags
in really convenient spots such as
right next to the door. And some-
times you could, because we have
two front doors, ask them to put it
at the door that was closest to you.
So that was really convenient, es-
pecially since I didn’t have to wor-
ry about the bags breaking in my
hands nearly as often.”

Lyons also discussed delivery
drivers missing the drop-off box-
es, and offered suggestions for im-
provement.

“Being really specific with
my instructions have helped, but
sometimes the delivery driver just
doesn’t listen to it, especially since
the signs or the boxes might not be
easy to see... At my cluster meet-
ing, someone mentioned having

signs in different languages be-
cause I think a lot of the delivery
drivers might not know or some
of them might not have [learned]
English as their first language. So
maybe having signs in different
languages. Additionally, maybe
making a bigger box that can hold
multiple things for when it’s rain-
ing,” said Lyons.

Residents of Flagstaff Cluster
also order their food to GW Cir-
cle, such as Anabelle Chu ’30, who
lives in Paul Revere House. She
described frustration about the
distance.

“Sometimes it feels inconve-
nient because you have to walk all
the way to GW, and when it’s cold,
that really sucks. I don’t really like
that, but I also don’t really get a
choice... If T could order straight to
Paul [Revere], I would definitely
be ordering more because some-
times the distance and my laziness
is what prevents me from going to
[Paresky], and since GW is farther
than [Paresky], then I would prob-
ably just end up going to [Pares-
ky],” said Chu.

Sycheva pointed to increasing
the number of delivery drop-off
locations on campus as a possible
improvement.

“I think there needs to be more
of the boxes because I think it’s
really unfair for students who live
very far away, like in Flagstaff or
near the athletic buildings or any-
thing like that. There’re no boxes
near them... And T think that even
though this policy is not really
meant to make it easy for people
to DoorDash, it should at least be
more or less fair,” said Sycheva.

For those who live in Abbot
Cluster, the closest drop-off lo-
cation is Campus Safety. Alfonso
Gonzalez-Cano ’27 emphasized
the inconvenience of living in Ber-
tha Bailey House and having to
abide by both the time and loca-
tion restrictions.

“First of all, if it’s before sev-
en, you can’t order [food]. And by
the way, [Paresky] is a 10-minute
walk from Bertha Bailey. So I'm
especially not eating. So 'm not
gonna be able to eat until seven.
Seven comes around and now I
have to venture out into the cold
walk for five minutes, pick up the
food, walk back, and then when
I do come back, my food is cold,
and on top of that, T get sick be-
cause I went out into the cold in a
shirt, whereas before I could have
still been in a shirt and picked up
my food right away,” said Gonza-
lez-Cano.

He continued, “Now, is that
on me because I had a shirt on
instead of a hoodie? Yes, partially.
But before it was possible to go
pick up my food, for which I am
paying a premium, and a shirt,
and now it’s a whole adventure. I
have to go out, I have to put on a
jacket, I have to get ready... At that
point, T might as well go to eat at
[Paresky]... I think the school im-
plemented the policy in part to
encourage students to go out to
[Paresky], which is good for com-
munity building, but there’s other
ways to build community.”

Editor’s Note: Audrey Baeten-
Ruffo is a Photo Editor for The
Phillipian, vol. CXLIX.

Write for Newzzz:
"

email:

fbret27@andover.edu
slingisetty27@andover.ed
kyma27@andoyer.edi’
ntavakoli27@andover.edila s

MOLLY NARA &
HELEN XIONG

Andover ranks as the Number
one Best Private High School in
America for 2027 on Niche, an
online platform that provides
information about K-12 schools,
colleges, and neighborhoods for
students and families. Howev-
er, questions remain about the
significance of this metric to
Andover and whether it can ac-
curately capture an institution’s
overall quality.

In an email to The Phillipian
on behalf of the Admissions Of-
fice, Katie Kreider, Assistant Di-
rector of Admissions, and Sarah
Carroll, Associate Director of
Admissions, shared that while
the information they provide re-

Students and Admissions Reflect on

flects the categories Niche uses
each year, they do not actively
try to improve this ranking.

“Each year, Niche.com ad-
justs their methodology to im-
prove accuracy around this
grading and ranking system.
Their methodology is complex,
so it is hard for us to pinpoint
which exact factors may have
moved the needle in a given
year.. We do not make deci-
sions to improve our ranking on
Niche.com, but we do update
the information we share each
year based on the categories
they provide,” wrote Kreider
and Carroll.

Celeste Hung ’30 explained
how Niche rankings did not in-
fluence her school search pro-
cess, describing the ways she
chose schools to apply to.

“T heard some students

talking about [Andover’s rank-
ing] on campus, and I was like,
‘Oh, that’s pretty cool’... Person-
ally, Niche rankings did not in-
fluence my decision to apply to
Andover. T mainly researched
the schools using their web-
sites and also with the help of
my mom... I also already knew
someone who was going [to An-
dover] already. So, I had a little
bit of a peek of what the school
life was like here.” said Hung.
Kreider and Carroll clarified
the lack of influence of Niche
rankings on admissions, ex-
pressing their hopes for Niche’s
role in the application process.
“[Niche] is a research tool
that is created to drive families
into the application process. We
do hear how powerful the re-
views of our school can be when
a family is considering applying,

but there is no concrete data to
suggest that anything we do on
Niche impacts our admission
statistics from year to year..
Ultimately, we want families
to choose Andover because it
feels like the right fit for them,
not because we have a certain
ranking on Niche.com,” wrote
Kreider and Carroll.

Johannah Huang 29 ob-
served that while Niche as-
signs a concrete ranking to each
school, the differences between
higher-ranked preparatory
schools can be less noticeable
and more subjective.

“When you get to the point
of [being] near the top to the
very first seat, [the schools are]
very similar in academics and
sports... For example, I don’t
think just because Andover is
number one, that means that

Value of Niche Rankings Amidst Discussion

Choate or Exeter are inherently
worse this year versus last year.
When you get to such close
rankings, it’s hard to place,” said
Huang.

In addition to the overall
ranking, Niche provides data on
specific aspects of each school.
Hung noted the Dbenefits of
these factors and offered sug-
gestions for expanding them.

“Anyone can get a sur-
face-level review of a school [on
Niche], but oftentimes, there’s
much more going on.. When
they factor in multiple things,
like college prep, academics,
reviews, resources, and sports,
that helps build the overall pro-
file of the school... [The factor
of] student wellbeing is import-
ant, and boarding houses would
be interesting,” said Hung.
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What initially sparked
your interest in mathe-
matics?

I've always been interest-
ed in mathematics. When
I was in middle school, I
used to sit down with my
grandmother every week
and we would just do math
for the sake of math. I'd
finish my math homework,
and she would come to me
with extra problems and we
would just grind it up. That
really sparked my love.

You were previously a
math teaching assistant
at Williams College. How
have those experienc-
es shaped how you ap-
proached mathematics
education?

I remember my first time
being a teacher’s assistant
at Williams. I was taking a
class called Commutative
Algebra, which was the
hardest math class that
I've taken at Williams with
this really famous profes-
sor, and it was a lot of fun.
Then, I picked up this gig,
[serving as a TA] for a class
for students who failed the
initial quantitative exam.
It was called Foundations
in Quantitative [Skills]. I
would spend hours prepar-
ing for this course, whose
material I knew by heart,
but I found myself really
enjoying the preparation
for this class and spending
even more time on this than
the other class, Commuta-
tive Algebra. That sparked
an interest in teaching. It
was just fun to be in the
classroom and talk about
problems.

Was there a particular
teacher, class, or experi-
ence that changed how
you viewed mathematics?

Yeah, my high school math
teacher, David Hammett,
who I'm actually still in
touch with now. He was
really big into game shows,
so he would start off all of
his classes with something
similar to a problem of the
day, but it was taken from
a game show called “Press
Your Luck” that involves
a roulette situation where
the Whammy comes up.
That was a really big part
of my experience in that
class because it made math
fun and competitive for
me. I then went on to take
lots of math classes with
him over COVID. We did
independent studies, and
the framework of that class
was asynchronous. I would
do all of the work by myself,
and then would meet once
a week to discuss. During
our meetings, we were just
talking about game shows

THE PHILLIPIAN

10 Questions
with Nadim Stambuli

REPORTING BY CAROLYN MILLER & HELEN XIONG

Nadim Stambuli is an Instructor in Mathematics and the Head Coach of JV2 Boys Soccer.
Stambuli developed a passion for math from a young age and served as a teaching assistant at
Williams College prior to joining Andover. In his free time, Stambuli enjoys playing soccer and

squash, making origami sculptures, and biking.

all the time. He was like,
“Okay, do you have any
questions about, say, the
Pigeonhole Property?” I
would say no, totally lie.
I just wanted to hang out
with my math teacher. So
that was really formative.

What challenges did you
face during your mathe-
matics journey and how
did you overcome them?

I love math, it’s been some-
thing that’s fun for me, so
I don’t think about study-
ing math or preparing for
classes as a pressure. It’s
hard work and it’s neces-

sary. When the time comes
for the test or for a lesson
that I have to give, I know
that I've put in the neces-

sary work for it to work out.
I actually really enjoy the

process. But I find the math
itself very challenging. At
college, there are all these
whizzes around me who

just know maths so well,
and here, I have students
here who are much quicker
than I am. It’s sometimes
challenging to learn math,
but I just don’t take it per-
sonally. Math is math.

What is your favorite
memory or experience at
Andover?

My first game as coach for
JV2 soccer. I believe it was
against Andover High. It
was a blowout, 8-1. The
Andover [High] coach
was furious, which made
me feel extra proud. I had
questions about whether I
put people in the right po-
sitions, but [the game] gave
me a sense of confidence
that we all knew what we
were doing, that we were in
the right place.

What do you hope your
students take away from
your classes?

CINDY ZHOU/THE PHILLIPIAN

We talk a lot about thinking
critically. An important part
of that is learning how to
approach a problem with
confidence, having a set of
tools that they’ve been ex-
posed to previously to solve
a problem, drawing from
that repertoire of tools, and
having an intuition.

If you could meet one his-
torical figure, who would
it be and why?

The person’s still alive. His
name is Andrew Wiles, a
mathematician, famously

known for proving Fer-

mat’s Last Theorem. He
spent maybe up to six years

in isolation, proving this
thing, and at the same time,
he was holding a position as

a professor. It’s really funny

what he did. Obviously,
in order to be a professor,
you have to publish work
regularly to not get fired.

November 13, 2026

So, he came up with all of
this work and then released
it every few months, so
that was kind of funny and
makes him an interesting
character. Another thing is
that the theorem he proved
was groundbreaking.
People have been trying to
prove this thing for centu-
ries, since Fermat’s time.
He delivered a two-hour
lecture outlining his proof,
and then he ended the lec-
ture with a mic drop, like,
“and that’s all, folks,” or
something like that, which
I think was also a really
baller thing.

Is there a particular math
theorem, proof, or prob-
lem that you find espe-
cially beautiful?

I find the math that under-
lies cryptography really
beautiful. It comes from
number theory, which is
part of my independent

study with my math teach-
er. I took three courses,
multi[variable calculus],

number theory, and com-
binatorics. It’s awesome to
learn about just the mech-
anisms behind the modern
day encryption system,
which all hinges on choke
points that are mathemati-
cal. Problems that are really
hard to solve in math are
exceptionally useful for
applications in encryption
and in real life.

What are your favorite
hobbies?

My favorite hobbies include

playing soccer and squash,

making origami sculptures,
taking walks, and biking

around. Maybe people

have seen me on my big

blue bike, which I love very

much.

What advice would you
give to Andover students,
particularly those inter-
ested in pursuing math?

In high school, T was really
focused on my grades. It
stressed me out and some-
times would deteriorate
my quality of life. Thinking
about it retrospectively,
none of those emotions of
stress or adrenaline or fear
actually helped me out in
the short term, or in the
long run. Really what made
me be a successful stu-
dent, if that’s what you're
interested in doing, was
my love for math. All of
the other things, like hard
work and determination, if
I don’t like what ’'m do-
ing, that’s all gonna fall off
in the short term. I'm just
following the things that I
enjoy and then seeing what
comes up.

2€Elm Street
Andover, MA

978-235-8401

gongchaandover@gmail.com

TeaPlusone

your snack needs
another drink

Gong Cha Andover
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You’ve come to the right place

-~ 66 929
Humoy | ~Humor

By DEVIN AKYALI
Hello fellow Exonians!!

As we all know, E/A is coming up, and this year we are confident we are going to crush the Andoverians!!! I think we can beat them in like.... 6 or 7
sports!!! LOL!!!

First, we are going to destroy them in Football. Maybe instead of a touchdown, they should call it a punchup, because Exeter is always up and never
down, and with how rough we play, we do more than just touch each other. Wait, what?

Then, we are going to outrace all the Andover runners in Cross Country! Isn’t that sport confusing? They call it cross country, but they don’t even leave
the state! The only “country” you could cross with that is the Vatican City!

Then, we will outscore in Soccer. Hopefully, our players will score hat tricks, but don’t be fooled. There’s nothing tricky, or hatty, about figuring out the
result. The guy who’s taking my girlfriend to the Fall Ball is playing, so best of luck to him!

Our girls Field Hockey will also surely outscore all of those Andover bums!! However, due to popular requests of the team I am not allowed within 300
ft of the games, so please send videos or photos. Even though this game is played on grass and not ice, we will have the Andover team slipping and slid-
ing, like they’re on skates!

Now Remember, Red is good and Blue is bad, even though in clash royale it’s different! Ha! Ignore the weird Andover chants about eating us “Raw”’.

brighten your day!

community so special!

1. Why did the student bring a pencil to class? Because they wanted to draw a conclusion.

2. What did one Harkness table say to the other? "I think we need to discuss this."

4. Why did the student get an A on their essay? Because they had a good point.

The only rawness allowed is in our meat, ever since our dining hall was taken over by the Liver King.

Absolutely! Here are some hilarious and lighthearted jokes inspired by everyday life at Phillips Exeter
Academy. Whether you're navigating academics, friendships, or campus life, these jokes are sure to

3. Why do Exeter students love the library? Because it's where they go to check out books.

I hope these jokes bring a little laughter to your day! Remember, humor is what makes the Exeter

If you need more proof about exeters superiority, just take a look at the grading scale. Even though A is a higher grade, E isn’t even on the scale. We
have transcended them!! Just like how zero is technically infinite which transcends all numbers so we are kind of like zero here which means — lowkey 1
can't be giving away all my tuff jokes so lemme get my cowriter to finish this up:

Have a good E/A, Exonians! And don’t forget, just because we got into our second-choice school, doesn’t make us second-class citizens. Good Luck!

Instagram Commitment Post to Exeter

Q alice__huang__ 2032

© Q ve7

alice___huang__ 2032 | am so beyond excited to announce my academic

EXETER

ACADEMY

_PHOTO ILLUSTRATIXN BY CINDY ZHOU/THE PHILLIPIAN

commitment to Phillips Exeter Academy!

Reika Fukushima

| cannot wait to immerse myself in Exeter’s unique guiding principle: their
signature Darkness method. (Edit: Apologies, autocorrect; | meant
Harkness, not ‘darkness,’ though both involve a complete absence of
substance.) | mean, just imagine being one of the six venture
capital-striving students spending 50 minutes pretending to look
thoughtful and stroking their grown-ass beards.

| greatly look forward to continuing with my entirely organic and uniquely
personal passions for middle school competition math, middle school
robotics, middle school spelling bee, middle school Jr. JV tennis, and
parliamentary extemporaneous monumental debate - all of which my
boarding school consultant has assured me are niche hobbies that will
soon help me get into Harvard (get ready for my next commitment

post!!!).

What | am truly most excited for, though, is Saturday school. Nothing
truly compares to involuntarily giving up a weekend to sit around a
prehistoric slab of wood (just kill me now). Fun fact: | actually toured
Exeter on a Saturday and all the students would hold their hands in this
cool signal! Their thumbs would be under their four fingers while they
mouthed something along the lines of, “yelp?"” | can't wait to learn what

W

| would like to thank my parents for birthing me with a fifth-generation
legacy, my boarding school consultant for bribing the admission officers,

and, of course, myself.

neng

Our treasured Exeter com-
munity,

On behalf of The Exonian,
we would like to sincerely
apologize for not meeting
the expectations of journal-
istic quality expected of us
for the past 148 years. Our
board came together today
at our Harkness table to re-
view our archive and found
that not every article catered
to our audience at all.

A few weeks ago, The

that means!!

The Exonian: Our Apology

By OWEN BURKE & KONNOR FORTINI

Exonian published an article
called CP Rally in Town of
Exeter on our front page.
We realize that in doing

so, we attempted to be a
real newspaper reporting

on something important,
something people reading
The Exonian don’t want at
all! For that particular issue
alone, we received 15 re-
quests for complaint meet-
ings around our Complaints
Harkness Table™. We have
decided as a board to shift
our focus to things we are

actually educated about, and

thus look forward to our
investigative article, Why
Debate Should Be (And
Is!) a Varsity Sport, and our
Humor page on E/A!

However, you must not
blame our Editor-in-Chief,
as they actually have no say
in how these articles are
run. You see, The Exo-
nian is run by faculty at its
core, thus it is not our fault
we’re like this. If you want
to blame our EIC for any-
thing, it’d be for entering

the dining hall without his
blazer on AND with unpol-
ished shoes. We (the adults
writing this) have since then
given him a stern talking-
to, highlighting that this is
unacceptable behavior, none
of which we condone here
at our prestigious institu-
tion. THIS is why we are no
longer #1 on Niche.

We will try to better our
catering to our audience
moving forward, under-
standing that the average
Exonian reader is a serial

[Apologies, autocorrect again; Harkness, not darkness]

killer (the first American
modern serial killer went
here, in fact!) or a person
who builds a multibil-
lion-dollar empire taking
advantage of people’s men-
tal health issues and then
selling their data.

The Exonian regrets these
errors.

Signed,

The Adults in The News-
room + the EIC ig
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Exeter’s Most Popular Courses

Enhao Ren
HHD100: FITTING INTO EXETER LUN660: AP LUNCH
Each student will receive a warm, Lion-style, signature Students in LUNG60 build on skills they learned in middle

Harkness-spirit welcome, complete with the full Exeter-custom school and find a meaningful shift from the classic oval

Harry Potter costume set that will be their Exonian spirit for ~ Harkness tables to our signature rectangular Harkness

the next four years. Yes, glasses and a distinct red scarf included. zables! We believe creating an academic context with our own

Students will receive a crash course on what life is like on unique twist everywhere on campus, even in Grill, fosters

campus from no other than the same three 11th graders who  student development and mental health, as they learn to

either wanted this on their college diploma, were told by their  capitalize on every opportunity to LARP discussion skills even

parents to do it, or both. in the most casual situations. Prereguisite: placement test and
permission of the department.

Harkness is a valuable and important part of campus culture,

HHD500: THE CONCEPT OF “FUN”

and so in this introductory course we introduce the many

empty words and phrases that Exonians will use for the next ~ Students learn about the concept of “fun” and its many

four years, including “To build on that”, “I think you make a definitions in modern society, including in areas such as bodily
very good point”, “I understand where you're coming from movement, friendship, and sex (by sex we mean, analyzing the
but”, “I would like to expand”, and “I would like to oppression each sex experiences over the last couple of centuries

complicate”. In the second term, we build off these skills and ~ via our Harkness method). This course prepares students for
learn about the main types of agreement, including agreeing to HHD504: Its Lit, Not Fem Lit. Open #0 12th graders. Offered:
disagree, disagreeing to agree, and especially agreeing with those Wnzer Term

who agreed with you. Reguired for all 9th graders and new students.
PSY590: THE ANDOVER CONUNDRUM

PEC410: OverFLOW In this course, students contribute directly to research going on
Because of a sharp rise in the number of swimmers, we have within the Exeter community about our rival institution,
decided to implement PEC410, a PE course specifically for Andover. Research questions include, “Why does Andover
freshmen. This class is a precursor to PEC411, a PE course always appear lively?” “How does Andover actually lock in while

solely for 10th-, 11th-, and 12th-graders that was once also for appear ing to ‘have fun’ at the same time?” “How come Andover
freshmen, but after much meticulous deliberation around our ~ students can tolerate starting stuff before asking for everyone’s
Harkness table (and the “senior-freshman hands-on swimming opinion?” and “How do Andover students survive a day without
instruction” incident), the school has decided to separate our ~ using Harkness?” Students will be introduced to the current,

little ones from the big, hungry upperclassmen. Offered: Fall and most-accepted theory that the color blue has something to do
Winter Term. with these questions, although they will also learn about the

widely dismissed and scorned theory that they’re just better.
Open to 11th and 12th graders.

John Phillips ;

8 Samuel Phillips

“Non Sibi”

“Finis Origine Pendet”

“Goodness and Knowledge”

“Non Sibi”
12 student class size

M Andover Alum as principal F s onqme Pe"det

“Knowledge and Goodness” [
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Exeter’s Top Headlines
o Why a Jerk Circle Ritual MAY WORK for Beating Andover
o The Systemic Oppression of Using the Term A/E versus E/A
o Exeter Students Caught Trying to Spray Red Paint onto Brick Buildings
o “Wait Guys, He Didn'’t Speak Yet!”: 20 Exeter Students Trapped At Bell Tower, Unable To Reach
Consensus On When To Cross Street
o Exeter Student Accidentally Has Fun During E/A; Self-Reports To Advisor
o Ollie The Oval Table, Exeter's New Mascot, Caught In Snyder Taking Extra AMCs
o Library Remodeling Proposal Approved regarding “not enough concrete”
o Deans Face Influx of Disciplinary Reports after Midnight Scream Harkness
o Principal Confirms that Andover Acts as Exeter’s ‘Sugar Mommy’
o Exeter Students Discovered in the Sanctuary Educating the Freshmen Class “Harkness Style”
o The Worst Loss in Years, Exeter Athletes Get Back to Studying After Failing A>e
e Petition Goes Up to Add Math to Winter A>e to Give Students A Chance to Win Once




Can we talk about the political and economic state of the world right now?

1’1l take one zuck please
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We Exonians are Locked In

Overheard at A/E

“I wonder if any of them have read the Andover/Exeter fan-

fics”

“Is it against the rules to date a fellow from another
school?”

“We’re sooo catching Exeter off guard this year.
Just wait until they see our Freshmen.”

“Dude. We know red’s your favorite color, but that
doesn’t excuse you from walking straight into the vol-

“Wait, you guys can do that here? ... aawh... oh so that’s
what it feels like?”

“Exeter might be cracked at football, but they haven’t
managed to crack us yet. Literally or figuratively.”

“I think Pm gonna go for the PG in my Latin class—it’s
only a four-year age difference and hardly any knowl-
edge gap.”’

“My roommate’s so weird bro, the only alarm that
wakes him up in the morning is a recording of muffled
sobbing of kids who lost their pets.”

“Where are the ABGs at? I came for the ABGs.”

“EWW GET RID OF THE RED I HATE PERIOD
CRAMPS”

Niche Review for Exeter
Maxie Wu
1. 6. 6.6.0.6.6.0.6.6.6.9

Exeter is the best school ever!!!! After watching The Social Network and
scrolling recreationally on Facebook Reels, | knew it was the place to be.
Imagine my disappointment when | arrived on campus and discovered
that the movie was actually filmed at Andover. Apparently they had
Zendaya and Batman/Cedric Diggory/Edward Cullen as well. But while
Andover may have that Edward, Exeter has the better Edward Harkness.
THE HARKNESS TABLE SAVED MY F*CKING LIFE!!!! Thanks to Exeter’s
revolutionary approach to education, I've mastered the art of discussing
mathematics without ever having to do any. This skill, coined LARPing,
has translated particularly well into my accounting career. When | yell
across the table to my boss, he yells back (something about excelling
and a spreadsheet?) | didn't learn to use spreadsheets, but it's evident |
excel. Clearly my tradition of all talk and no action at the table has
carried into the workplace!

Outside the classroom, Exeter offers an equally enriching extracurricular
experience. As an avid Nordic skier, | particularly appreciate the school’s
decision not to have a Nordic team. This has given me ample
opportunity to explore other passions, such as explaining to people why
we don't have a Nordic team. Fortunately, we still have E/A, which
Andover students insist on calling A/E. At Exeter, of course, we believe in
putting ourselves first, even when the scoreboard and alphabet don't.
Besides, I've learned through Harkness that numbers and rankings are
subjective and every outcome is open to interpretation, which is a
mindset | have applied to our Niche Private School ranking. 1st is the
worst...3rd is the one with the treasure chest! (PA being #1 and Exeter
being #3)

| also live avidly by NH’s slogan, “live free or die”. | personally choose to
live, sustained almost entirely by daily trips to Stillwells for Grape-Nut
custard ice cream.

Above all, Exeter has taught me the importance of finding my voice.
During finals, | was delighted to discover Midnight Scream, a beloved
tradition in which students collectively express their feelings into the
void. It was refreshing to participate in another conversation where, yet
again, no one was caring about what | was saying because they were too
focused on getting their own point across.

Ultimately, | couldn’t recommend PEA more highly. As our motto, Finis
Origine Pendet, reminds us, “the end depends upon the beginning.” And
what a beginning it was, back in 1778, when Phillips Academy existed
without the “Exeter” in the middle :)

Post-Grad - Overall Experience
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AH assh*le27@exeter.edu

® To: Exeter Varsity Debate <evd@exeter.edu>

Hey Exeter Varsity Debate,

TIME before a debate tournament. When your athletic glory relies on

optional.
3. Oral Advocacy Warm-Up - get your throats ready.

of 400 words per minute.

mess.

have to tell you guys that <)

athletes as any football guy; they have the jacket to prove it.

Signed,
Arnold Sshole ‘27

Top 10 Exeter Varsity Debate Team Pre-Round Rituals
Emma Tan

© € Reply 4 Replyall > Forward 88

As we get ready for our next debate tourney (for you newbies, that’s slang for tournament), we want to remind everyone what we do EVERY

destroying freshmen for a plastic trophy, normal prep won’t cut it.

1. The Secret Prep Room - Four people in a room, a locked door, and absolutely no question about what’s on their computer.
2. The Cross-Examination Shower - Rapid fire questions under running water. Nobody knows why (its a longtime tradition), clothes are

4. Dining Hall Chemical Warfare - Inhale as many shots of espresso as needed until your heart rate matches the the optimal speaking pace

5. The Baby Bottle Battle - Everyone competes to see who can drink Big Red out of a baby bottle faster. Eye contact is mandatory.
6. The Cumulation of Evidence - Stack up all heavy, rigid sheets until the structure eventually collapses and leaving a sticky, disorganized

7. The Morning Wood Block - At 7:43 in the morning everyone gathers to practice their blocks. Some blocks are harder than others.

8. Evidence Origami - Fold prep paper into shurikens to threaten any opponents who try to introduce new evidence in the final rebuttal.

9. The J. Crew Mirror Pep Talk - Check your posture, fix your collar, and whisper Non Sibi (Latin for: I’'m really making a difference)

10.The Harkness Prayer - Touch the nearest wooden doorframe and pray to the holy oval table to assign a judge who’ll fall for your
argument and not call out your straw man, ad hominem, and slippery slope.

BONUS: The Varsity Jacket Soak - Go a week beforehand without taking off your Varsity Debate Jacket. No showering! (though we don’t

Next time you see a varsity debater sweating or out of breath when walking up the stairs, don’t pity them. They’re just as real of varsity

All
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go big red!!

Things I'm Grateful For As An Exeter Student
Miranda Zhang & Ellie Charrette

25

b am thankfil for...

Saturday Classes - So I can get extra work in, obviously.

Andover - For providing a constant source of jealousy, motivation, and unsolicited comparison.

The Harkness Table - Where else could I LARP human companionship? On Reddit?

Model UN - T just love showing off my political prowess. Honestly, Franklin Pierce was really just a

misunderstood dude.

5. The Latin Dictionary - It's more important to learn a dead language than to socialize with unintellectual
buffoons. Even if they're your roommate.

6. 47 extracurriculars - Check your privilege for a second. Imagine if you were a squirrel, stuck in a pine
tree (on Harvard's Campus) and you just can't get down. As the founder of Exeter's premier
deforestation coalition, I've always considered my extraordinary capacity for empathy one of my most
underappreciated leadership qualities.

7. Andover/Exeter Rivalry - Cause who else would I feel *solely* heterosexually challenged by?

8. The library - My second home. A place I confide in, though my first home is naturally my empty, or
rather, roomy prefrontal cortex, of course.

9. College counselor - Call my parents? Nah. I'm fading my day ones. Onto bigger and better things.

10. The Exonian - Man, I don't even like this shit.

11. The Exonian "Paywall” - You can't put a price on free speechl!

12. My 10.99/11.0 GPA on an 11,0 scale - Need I say more?

13. Thanksgiving Break - A mandatory break, unfortunately. I take great pleasure in the green-bean
casserole my college counselor makes; though, it really makes me feel at home.

14. Mark Zuckerberg - My Idol. Priscilla ain't got nun on me.

15. My Lion Card - To prove to everyone that I go to Exeter, even though nobody asks.

16. My family's trust fund - I mean, if you're making me mention it...

17. My LinkedIn connections - Thanks to Jensen Huang's endorsement of my trustworthiness, of course.
N ZRBAREIBHE

18. Their multiple (11) annotated copies of Marx - For everyone to know that I've read Marx. And to
trade copies with fellow Exeter students.

19. Philosophy electives - So I get more opportunities to share my intellectually superior opinions with

<l gt

people who clearly need to hear them. On Saturdays, infamously.

Exeter Dining MHlenu

The Exonian's Exeter Chant Guide

By IAN MIN

Hullabaloo!
Hullabaloo! We stink, P.U.!

WHAT DO WE EAT? WHAT DO WE EAT? BLEU
MEAT! BLEU MEAT!

WHAT DO WE EAT? WHAT DO WE EAT? BLEU
MEAT! BLEU MEAT!

WHAT DO WE EAT? WHAT DO WE EAT? BLEU
MEAT! BLEU MEAT!

AND HOW DO WE LIKE IT? EXPIRED!

Roasted “The Bull”
Over Roasted New Hampshire Male Chicken

Chris Pappas’” Cat (Obsession style) and Sununutella

"We lose every week,
We lose every week,
You're nothing special,
We lose every week."

New Hampshire Beer and Wine Outlet Drink Fountain
Three Blind Mice
Lion Bush

Mark Zuckerburg sausages

ROW! ROW! ROW! WAIT, CATS CAN’T SWIM!

We are Exeter! We carry the Red! We'll fight for the
gospel. We'll honor his name. We are Exeter. Elev-
ens our own. Together, non sibi, we'll make Harkness
known.

The "X-Onion"

We may be losing, but at least we have a bigger library!
We may be losing, but at least we have no sales tax!
We may be losing, but at least we really like math.

THE SECOND PHILLIPS, BUT FIRST IN OUR
HEARTS

Hullabaloo! Hoo-ray! Hoo-ray!
Hullabaloo! Hoo-ray! Hoo-ray!
Exeter! Exeter! P.E.A.!

4
o
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TIGER WANG, ELSA WANG
& QUENTIN PENG

Girls Soccer (14-1-1) hosted
Lawrence Academy (Lawrence)
on Friday, grinding out a rainy
victory despite having two Se-
niors sidelined due to injuries.
Facing Lawrence, an offensive
powerhouse with 55 total goals
this season, Andover won 3-2
and subsequently celebrated Se-
nior Night.

To prepare for Lawrence’s of-
fensive pressure and scoring abil-
ity, Lilah Velez *29 said the team
emphasized defense through a
variety of drills in practice.

“In practice, we do a lot of de-
fense versus offense drills. So our
defense gets a lot of reps in. We
also just have really great center
backs, Keaghan [Murphy ’27]
and Lily [Loughlean "27], two of
our [Co-]Captains. They’re just
really reliable. Even if it’s one-
on-one, they both are just really
great at coming up with the ball
and clearing the ball. So most of
the time, the ball wasn’t even on
our half because they would im-
mediately get it up the field if it
came to them,” said Velez.

At the 13-minute mark, the
team capitalized on a free kick to
score the first goal and followed
up five minutes later with a sec-
ond. Ellie Patton ’29 pointed to
Murphy and Anne Dunn 29 for
the two goals.

“[Murphy] took the free kick,
and Anne headed into the goal.
I'm pretty sure it was the first
half. We were all just really hap-
py that Anne scored. And then
the same thing happened with
the second goal where Keaghan
took a free kick,” said Patton.

Adele Russell 27 credited
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Girls Soccer celebrates its hard-fought victory against Lawrence.

this success to the team’s ener-
gy, which generated momentum
from the get-go.

“Part of that was just the en-
ergy that we came out with. And
that’s something that our team is
really good at. Coming out with
a lot of energy and just generat-
ing a lot of opportunities really
quickly and right from the get-
go. And we were able to do that,”
said Russell.

The team faced a setback as
two Seniors stepped off the field
with injuries. Patton described
how the team responded to the
mishap.

“[Elizabeth Wodarski ’27] got
injured in the second half, and
then Keaghan Murphy got in-
jured. When Keaghan came off,
there was about 15 minutes left in
the game, so we were all just try-
ing to keep our lead, because I'm
pretty sure we were maybe only

two or one ahead. So we tried to
just get the ball out. We were all
just trying to play for them. We
knew that in the end, this game
was for our Seniors,” said Patton.

Following Murphy’s injury,
the team had to adapt by relying
on other players to fill in the gap.
Russell pointed to new players
who had to adapt and step up to
the occasion.

“One of our newer players
this year, Elisabeth Nelson ['28],
used to be a center back, fortu-
nately. So she really stepped up.
She took Keaghan’s place for the
rest of the game. It was definitely
hard to see one of my Co-Cap-
tains get taken off the field hurt,
and you don’t really know what’s
going on. But I think the team
used that moment as a time to
reassess and to refocus and get
our energy up for the rest of the
game,” said Russell.

Even with Lawrence’s strong
offense, Andover fought back
with its last goal and held on for
a 3-2 victory against Lawrence.
Russell explained the team’s
plays and effort against a strong
offensive team.

“It was a really successful
game. Probably one of the best
we’ve played this season. It was
super rainy. It was on turf. Law-
rence probably has one of the
best offenses in the [New En-
gland Preparatory School Ath-
letic Council (NEPSAC)], and we
probably have one of the best de-
fenses. And as a team, we really
came together and were able to
both shut them down offensive-
ly, but also, of course, get up and
score goals. And that was just a
really nice team effort, especial-
ly given the weather conditions,”
said Russell.

Following the game, the team
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Girls Soccer Defeats Lawrence on Senior Night

celebrated Senior Night. Velez
described the bittersweet mo-
ment and the positive environ-
ment of the dinner.

“Everyone was really excited
about the win, and it was just re-
ally sweet hearing all the speech-
es and also sad too. There was
definitely some crying. There
was a really cute slideshow for
the Seniors. Two of the managers
who were Seniors weren’t able to
go, but two of them were there,
and they were also in our slide-
show and also had their pictures.
It was just really fun to have that
after the game and spend more
time with the team,” said Velez.

The team will host Phillips
Exeter Academy (Exeter) on Sat-
urday in its last league game of
the season.

‘Be Loud, Be Weird’: Blue Key Heads Lead Andover Spirit Ahead of A/E

ALEX GODSEY

Leading the crowd of blue
cheering on Andover teams at
Andover/Exeter (A/E) will be
Andover’s Blue Key Heads. They
are particularly recognizable on
Fridays, blaring music on their
speakers across campus to uplift
peers, and at Andover’s sporting
events, by their eccentric outfits
and loud, supportive presence.

Blue Key Head Kristian Kear-
ins 27 reflected on initially strug-
gling to see himself in that outgo-
ing role, also emphasizing how
his comfort with the position has
grown over time. He connected
his experience to suggest that any
Andover student can embrace
school spirit.

“I wouldn’t consider myself
outgoing. T didn’t even know that
I wanted to be a Blue Key Head
until two weeks before auditions.
I just didn’t see myself in that
role,” said Kearins. “So when cho-
sen, I remember, on that first Fri-
day when I had to put on my skirt,
I kept worrying and thinking, ‘this
has to be a prank, and I'm going
to be the only guy wearing a skirt”
That was just my natural fear of
putting myself out there and be-
ing uncomfortable, and that’s a
reaction I believe everyone has
when they’re being different.”

On gamedays, Blue Key Heads
draw attention through their
blue outfits, often incorporat-
ing costumes and accessories. At
games, they do more than just
lead cheers, helping to create
an environment where students
feel comfortable getting loud
and showing their support. Kea-
rins described how the Blue Key
Heads’ willingness to stand out

can encourage students to join in
and show spirit.

“We're at the extreme end of
that uncomfortableness, wearing
skirts, face paint, just wearing
the dumbest things you’ve seen,
and that allows other people to
be like, ‘no matter what I do, I'm
gonna be half as weird as that
guy,” said Kearins.

That experience happened to
Christian Robinson 28 last Satur-
day when Girls Volleyball played
Milton. Robinson had initially
attended the game with friends
to watch, but after Andover won
set four to force a fifth deciding
set, Robinson moved down to the
court and joined the Blue Key
Heads in cheering. Robinson re-
called how their presence influ-
enced his decision to participate.

“The Blue Key Heads gave me
confidence. They’re out of their
comfort zone, and when I saw
them with their skirts and wigs,
with all the props and accesso-
ries, T was like, ‘why can’t T go
out there and do that as well too.
Sometimes it feels like there’s a
spotlight on you, when alone and
cheeringloud and getting excited,
but the Blue Key Heads make you
feel comfortable,” said Robinson.

Jacob Shin ’29 also noted
that the Blue Key Heads’ energy
makes it easier for students who
may be more reserved to partici-
pate in cheering.

“Im pretty reserved, I like
to keep to myself, but when the
Blue Key Heads are singing and
chanting and yelling at the top of
their lungs, it creates an environ-
ment where anyone else can be
screaming and cheering. It helps
people like me be more confident
in getting hyped for my friends
and other students,” said Shin.

Shin additionally recalled his
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Blue Key Heads Kosi Udeh ’27, Enrique Mercado ’27, Jaylen Edmonds ’27, Oliver Marrero ’27, Kristian Kearins ’27
(top row, left to right), Carsen Leach ’27, Elizabeth Wodarski ’27, Yumi Lai ’27, Alastriona O’Donnell °27, Gabbie
Kawooya 27 (bottom row, left to right) are pictured.

experience at the A/E pep rally
last fall. As a ninth-grader at the
time, he hadn’t planned to at-
tend the away A/E that fall. After
watching the Blue Key Heads en-
ergize the crowd at the pep rally,
he ultimately decided to take the
student buses to Phillips Exeter
Academy (Exeter) and partici-
pate. Shin and Kearins described
how the Blue Key Heads’ ener-
gy influences people to be a part
of the fun and attend Andover’s
sporting events.

“When I came to Andover as
a [Junior] T remember hearing
about A/E, but I wasn’t too in-
vested. We were playing away
and nearing finals, so T wasn’t
planning on going. During pep
rally, I watched the Blue Key
Heads running around and hyp-

ing everyone up. I wanted to be
a part of that. I wanted to partici-
pate in the rivalry;” said Shin.

Kearins said, “Crowds draw
people, so if Blue Key Heads
come, we bring our friends, they
bring their friends, then we build
that hype. In general, our main
goal is to be weird, be loud, and
make people want to participate.”

Andover students often bal-
ance demanding academic work-
loads. A/E, where school spirit is
most exciting, offers a chance to
step away from those pressures,
bringing students together over
competition. Blue Key Head
Yumi Lai 27 explained the role of
Blue Key Heads in helping create
that atmosphere by encouraging
students to let loose and enjoy
themselves.

“In a school with lots of ac-
ademic and athletic pressures,
as Blue Key Heads, we're able
to remind people, ‘we’re in high
school, we’re here to have fun’
It’s like there’s always tension,
and when we’re blasting music
and wearing goofy costumes,
we’re disturbing the calm and in-
viting people to play along,” said
Lai.

With A/E this coming Satur-
day, Andover students will fill the
stands to support Boys Soccer,
Girls Volleyball, Field Hockey,
Girls Soccer, and Football. Per
usual, Blue Key Heads will lead
the cheering from the front of the
crowd, setting the tone for stu-
dents to join in.

“Be weird, have fun, and go Big
Blue!” said Kearins.



B2 | SPORTS

THE PHILLIPIAN

November 13, 2026

Wendi Wei 27 Leads Through Communication and Connection

ZOEY ZHANG &
MOLLY NARA

As a Co-Captain of Field
Hockey, Wendi Wei ’27 makes
it a priority to lead both on
and off the field, combining
her defensive skills with an
emphasis on communication
and inclusivity. From guid-
ing teammates through de-
fensive drills to checking in
with younger players, Wei has
helped create a supportive en-
vironment while maintaining
the team’s competitive spirit.

Wei reflected on how her
experiences as a younger
player shaped her approach
to captaincy, emphasizing the
importance of ensuring that
every teammate feels includ-
ed and valued.

“When I lead as a Captain,
one thing that I try to do is
make sure that everyone’s
opinions and everyone’s ideas
are a part of the conversa-
tion. As a [Junior], I’ve expe-
rienced this as well, where
sometimes it’s very hard to
integrate yourself into a com-
munity that’s been together
for a long time. So one of the
things I’ve always tried to do
is make sure that I'm checking
in on all of my teammates and
asking, ‘How was your day?’”
said Wei.

Beyond her efforts to build
team chemistry, Wei has es-
tablished herself as a depend-
able presence on defense. Her
communication during games
helps coordinate the defen-
sive line, and her willingness
to teach less experienced

T

teammates has strengthened
the team’s defensive unit.
Meghan McKiernan 28, who
had not played defense before
this season, highlighted how
Wei helped her develop new
skills and adjust to the posi-
tion.

“[Wei] has been super help-
ful teaching me varying com-
ponents of defense and how
they all kind of come together
to play team defense, in man-
up and man-down situations,

o i
1111 ||mn v
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and also jabbing and block
tackling. [There are] so many
more other parts of defense
that I hadn’t learned before,
but Wendi was super help-
ful [and] willing to teach me
them and help me get better at
them,” said McKiernan.

Wei’s influence also ex-
tends to the team’s prepara-
tion before games. Early in the
season, she introduced a shut-
tle-line drill during warm-ups
that focuses on stepping to-

ward the ball, a defensive skill
she consistently demonstrates
during competition. McKier-
nan described how the drill
has become a regular part of
the team’s pregame routine,
allowing Wei to lead through
both instruction and example.

“Before games during the
warm-ups, we have this one
drill that she taught us during
the first couple of games. It’s
a shuttle line where you just
kind of step to the ball, but it’s
become a consistent pregame
thing that we do, and it’s super
fun and just gets us ready for
the game. Wendi does a great
job implementing what we do
in the warm-up in that shuttle
into the game, and then she’s
teaching everyone else the
same,” said McKiernan.

Wei’s leadership was also
evident during the team’s 2-0
victory over Deerfield on the
team’s Senior Night. Facing
a challenging opponent, the
team’s defense played a cru-
cial role in securing the win.
Goalkeeper Emilie Christian
’30 credited Wei’s defensive
presence and communication
with helping the team navi-
gate the game, describing her
as an important part of the
team’s success throughout the
season.

“Deerfield was a very fierce
competitor, and they gave us a
challenge on defense. Wendi
helped us step through that
and brought a lot of leadership
to the team. It was a very im-
portant night for her and the
rest of the Seniors that we
did win. She really helped us

do that because she was just
such a force on defense and
radiating that leadership that
all three [Co-Captains] really
want to have,” said Christian.

As Wei continues her final
season, she has drawn inspira-
tion from former Co-Captains
while developing her own
leadership style alongside
fellow Co-Captains Regan
Driscoll 28 and Kimee Dup-
lessis ’27. Despite the pressure
of maintaining the program’s
recent championship success,
Wei views the legacy of past
players as an opportunity to
learn rather than simply an
expectation to meet. Through
conversations with former
Co-Captains, she has worked
to carry their lessons into the
team’s current season.

“One thing that’s been re-
ally helpful is reaching out
to the past captains. Hannah
[Herlihy ’26], Maren [Boyle
’26], Lucy [Parker ’26], Regan,
Kimee, and I have a group
chat, and we text each other,
and they give us advice. That’s
really helpful because then we
can use that advice to trans-
fer it onto the field and in
games. I'm grateful for having
big shoes to fill because that
means that T have a lot of in-
spiration, a lot of experience,
and I know how these great
captains before me have led,
so I know that that’s how I can
lead as well,” said Wei.

Editor’s Note: Wendi Wei is
an Arts Editor for The Phillip-
ian, Vol. CXLIX.

Leading with Energy: Kimee Duplessis ’27 Fuels Field Hockey

SARAH WANG

Field Hockey Co-Captain Ki-
mee Duplessis "27 initially took
up field hockey to train for her
primary sport of hockey. How-
ever, after finding a passion for
field hockey, Duplessis continued
playing, having developed into a
skilled player and motivating
leader for Andover.

Sophia Demeo 28 described
Duplessis as an encouraging
presence on the team, adding en-
ergy to practices and games, and
supporting her teammates.

“During practice, [Duples-
sis] will cheer for people, [and]
hype everyone up. She brings a
lot of energy to practices. Even
if she personally has a bad day
or is tired, you can always count
on her to have energy. During
games, she’s always tuned in and
communicating, She’s there for
teammates that have questions.
She’s always there if you want to
talk, and she’s really funny. Ki-
mee brings joy,” said Demeo.

Cat Powers 28 described the
genuine care Duplessis has for
her teammates, especially in
smaller moments on campus.

“In the locker room every
morning, she’ll come up and say
hi, ask how I'm doing. When we
see each other around campus,
she’ll always make the effort
to say hi and ask how my day is
going. No matter what, Kimee’s
always going to bring positive en-
ergy to everything. That’s what
we all love about her;” said Pow-
ers.

The team’s bond extends off
the field, a mutually supportive
relationship that Duplessis draws
on in her leadership. Duplessis
described the encouragement
she receives from her teammates,
highlighting an example and cit-
ing this connection as motivation
to bring that support to the team.

“Every single girl on the team
supports me and genuinely cares
about how I'm doing, whether
I'm okay or [asking] how my day
went. I remember one time, I got
a 95 percent on a test, and I came
to practice so excited. And every
single girl was just as excited as T
was. That support is so import-
ant, and it’s something I really
value,” said Duplessis.

In addition to her leadership,
Duplessis is also an important
contributor to the team’s success

on the field. Playing outside mid-
fielder, she helps to create scor-
ing opportunities for teammates
and capitalize on those oppor-
tunities herself as a goal scorer.
Powers highlighted Duplessis’s
understanding of the game and
her contributions to the team’s
offense.

“Kimee is very good at put-
ting herself in situations where
she can get the ball, distribute it,
and create scoring chances. She’s
also a goal scorer for us and gets
a lot of assists. She’s really good
at reading situations and under-
standing what’s happening on
the field,” said Powers.

Complimenting her ability to
create opportunities for team-
mates, Duplessis also plays with
a relentless work ethic. Demeo
identified this as one of her de-
fining traits.

“Kimee has so much deter-
mination and grit on the field.
She never gives up. She’s always
chasing the ball. She’s always get-
ting back on defense. She works
so hard,” said Demeo.

Continuing its success from
the last two years, the team holds
back-to-back titles in the New
England Preparatory School Ath-

letic Council (NEPSAC) Class A
Championships, as well as a 52-
game win streak, and remains
undefeated at 14-0. Duplessis
reflected on the team’s perfor-
mance this season while focusing
on collective improvement.
“This season, we’ve done a
great job of continuing to be bet-
ter with each game. This year,
of course, the goal is to win the
NEPSAC Championship, but at
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the end of the day, it’s all about
the team, and our goal is to keep
getting better. We want our play-
ers to succeed while we also want
to win,” said Duplessis.

Kimee is committed to the ad-
missions process at the Universi-
ty of Delaware to play ice hockey
at the Division I level, and she
hopes to continue playing field
hockey recreationally.

JULIEN REQUA
& MYRA ZHENG

Field Hockey Co-Captain
Regan Driscoll ’28 has devel-
oped a leadership style cen-
tered on communication and
inclusion, organizing her team-
mates on the field while making
an effort to ensure everyone
feels supported off it.

Field hockey has been a
constant presence throughout
Driscoll’s life. With two old-
er sisters, Maggie and Molly
Driscoll PG’25, who both played
the sport, and a mother who
competed in college, she was
introduced to the game at an
early age. Seeing how much her
sisters enjoyed playing inspired
Driscoll to continue, eventu-
ally following a similar path
through club in high school.

Serving as a Co-Captain
as an Upper, Driscoll has em-
braced a leadership role that
extends beyond directing her
teammates during games. She
places particular importance
on communication and setting
a positive example both on and
off the field.

“The position I play on the
field definitely helps with lead-
ing, because I'm pretty far back
on the field, so I'm organizing

Regan Driscoll ’28 Leads by Example

.............

the people in front of me. It’s
a lot of talking on the field and
communicating with my team-
mates. I also like to lead by ex-
ample. So, say there are a few
balls that need to be picked up,
I'll just run over and grab them,”
said Driscoll.

Meghan McKiernan ’28 de-
scribed how Driscoll makes an
effort to stay connected with
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the team, serving as an uplifting
presence, throughout the week.

“She definitely sends us a
bunch of emails and encourag-
ing messages over text through-
out the week. She’s always
making sure everyone’s doing
well outside of hockey, obvious-
ly, with their classes and just
their overall well-being. She
sends a lot of uplifting messages

throughout the week, through
email and text,” said McKier-
nan.

While Driscoll makes an ef-
fort to support her teammates
individually, she also takes re-
sponsibility for bringing the
team together as a whole. Au-
tumn Christian ’27 pointed
to Driscoll’s presence before
games, describing how she
steps forward to guide the team
and establish a shared mindset
heading into competition.

“Regan is always the one to
take control of the circle and set
the tone. It takes a true leader
to stand in front of people and
speak the truth, like, “We've
got to do this, this, and this, and
execute” She’s always the first
one to speak out before every
single game,” said Christian.

Beyond setting the tone be-
fore games, Driscoll also uses
her position on the field to help
teammates develop their own
play, according to Christian.

“From the back of the field,
Regan can see the whole field.
She’ll often be the one hitting
the ball from the 25, and since
I'm a forward and I'm the one
receiving it, she’s been very
helpful in giving me tips on how
to receive the ball and where 1
should be positioned on the
field,” said Christian.

With playoffs approaching

after two successful seasons,
Driscoll recognized the expec-
tation surrounding the team fol-
lowing two undefeated seasons.
However, she believes main-
taining that success starts with
focusing on the present rather
than looking too far ahead.

“One thing that we really
need to do is just forget about
the past. It’s a new season, it’s
a new team, and every game
should be taken as the most im-
portant game in that moment.
We shouldn’t try to get ahead of
ourselves and should only focus
on the game in front of us,” said
Driscoll.

Driscoll pointed to the team’s
approach to upcoming oppo-
nents in the playoffs as an ex-
ample of this mindset.

“For example, we know go-
ing into [the playoffs] that Sa-
cred Heart of Greenwich would
be a really good team, but not
focusing on them until we get
to that moment, if we get to that
moment. So, [we’re going to fo-
cus on] taking [Phillips] Exeter
[Academy (Exeter)] on Satur-
day as the most important game
and setting the tone going into
playoffs,” said Driscoll.

Driscoll is committed to the
admissions process at the Uni-
versity of Michigan to continue
her field hockey career.
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Girls Field Hockey Dominates Groton Despite Slow Start

TIGER WANG,
ELSA WANG & QUENTIN
PENG

SATURDAY 11/7

Andover

Groton

This past Saturday, Field
Hockey (14-0) defeated Gro-
ton 8-0 to continue its domi-
nant winning streak.

Facing a strong Groton de-
fense, the team was only able
to score one goal in the first
half. Despite experiencing ear-
ly challenges, the team shifted
the momentum in the third
quarter, scoring four goals, a
result of strong communica-
tion and improved technical
skills on field.

Despite Andover’s victo-
ry, it faced early challenges
adapting to the playing condi-
tions. Philippa Hoffmann ’29,
a new Lower, described how
the rainy weather and unfa-
miliar field affected Andover’s
performance in the opening
half. Hoffmann explained how
the team was able to gradually

adjust and find its rhythm af-
ter halftime.

“It was at the beginning of
the second half. In the first
half, we weren’t playing our
best. We were still struggling
to adapt to the new field and
the rainy conditions. How-
ever, in the second half, we
really upped our game. We
passed quickly, got around
the defenders, and that’s how
we scored the majority of our
goals,” Hoffmann said.

The improvement in An-
dover’s attacking play was
largely attributed to the team’s
ability to maintain possession
and anticipate passing oppor-
tunities even under the tough
conditions. Hoffmann empha-
sized the importance of scan-
ning the field before receiving
the ball, allowing players to
make quicker decisions and
move the ball more effectively
around Groton’s defense.

“Quick passing and an-
ticipation are always real-
ly important when it comes
to maintaining possession.
Pre-scanning before you re-
ceive the ball is also important
because it allows you to know
where to pass it next,” Hoff-
mann said.

While

Andover’s attack-

ing performance improved
significantly throughout the
game, its defensive unit also
played an important role in se-
curing the shutout. Cat Pow-
ers '28, the team’s goalkeeper,
explained that the defensive
preparation involved particu-
lar characteristics that could
influence the team’s approach.
“Defensively, we looked at
Groton’s players and recog-
nized that they had left-hand-
ed players, which aren’t par-
ticularly common. This helped
our defensive unit know what
to look out for. We also looked
at Groton’s record and re-
viewed our own performance.
Mentally, we focused on main-
taining strong communication
and keeping the opposition
out of the net,” said Powers.
Despite the team’s over-
all defensive control, Groton
managed to create several op-
portunities in Andover’s de-
fensive 25[-Yard line]. Powers
recalled a particularly chal-
lenging stretch when Groton
applied significant pressure in
the defensive area, prompting
a timeout that allowed Ando-
ver to regroup and reassess its
approach. The break also pro-
vided an opportunity for the
team to address its defensive

positioning and prevent fur-
ther opportunities.

“There was a point when
Groton had a series of oppor-
tunities in our defensive 25]-
Yard line]. One of our players
was also hit above the face, so
we had a timeout on the field.
That gave us an opportunity
to regroup as a team, discuss
what we wanted to change
and figure out how to prevent
them from creating more op-
portunities,” Powers said.

Powers also credited the
defensive unit’s ability to dis-
tribute the ball effectively and
transition into attack as an
important factor in the team’s
success. She highlighted the
contributions of Sienna Glass
27 and Co-Captain Wendi
Wei ’27, allowing for greater
flexibility in the team’s posi-
tioning.

“Communication was the
biggest factor. Our defensive
line communicates really well,
and we work together effec-
tively. Our center back, Sien-
na, and left back, Wendi, also
play midfield, so we had some
rotation throughout the game.
We actually started with a dif-
ferent right back than usual,
but it worked really well,” said
Powers.

As the regular season ap-
proaches its conclusion, the
victory against Groton pro-
vides Field Hockey with
additional momentum and
confidence heading into two
important final stages of the
season. With the Andover/Ex-
eter (A/E) matchup approach-
ing and playoffs beginning the
following week, Powers em-
phasized the importance of
maintaining the team’s strong
sense of unity and using each
game as an opportunity to im-
prove.

“This was one of our last
regular-season games, so get-
ting this win was important.
With Exeter coming up, which
is always a very high-intensi-
ty game, and playoffs starting
next week, having another
win under our belt gives us
confidence. Being bonded to-
gether as a team really makes
a difference,” said Powers.

Field Hockey looks forward
to playing Exeter this coming
Saturday for its final game of
the regular season.

Field Hockey gathers in a huddle.

COURTESY OF PHILLIPS ACADEMY
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Boys Soccer Extends Winning Streak to Seven, Beats KUA and Tabor

TIGER WANG, JULIAN
KING & NATHAN ZHANG

SATURDAY 11/7

Andover

WEDNESDAY 11/11

Andover

Tabor

Boys Soccer (8-4-5) ex-
tended its unbeaten streak
to seven games with an away
victory over Kimball Union
Academy (KUA) on Saturday,
followed by a dominant 9-0
shutout against Tabor Acade-
my (Tabor) on Wednesday.

On Saturday, Andover trav-
eled two hours to New Hamp-
shire for its matchup against
KUA. From the opening kick-
off, Andover maintained pos-
session and applied pressure.
However, despite creating
three scoring opportunities,
including a penalty, Andover
struggled to convert, leav-
ing the game scoreless 0-0 at
halftime. Arthur Boisvert 27
described the team’s frustra-
tion at halftime, recalling a
similar feeling during its 0-0
tie against Noble and Gree-
nough (Nobles) earlier in the
season.

“Itreminded me of halftime
against Nobles. We had the
upper hand, but we just didn’t
score, we ran out of time. It
was a frustrating game. At
halftime against KUA, we had
that same frustrated feeling.
But over the season, we’ve
grown and have gone from
just being frustrated, trying
anything and nothing work-
ing, to calming down, staying
composed and knowing that
we still have a lot of time to
get ahead,” said Boisvert.

Following halftime, Boys
Soccer refocused on creating
scoring opportunities rath-
er than dwelling on previous
missed chances. Zaeem Kes-
hinro ’29 broke the stalemate
ten minutes into the second
half with a header to put An-
dover ahead 1-0. Boisvert
emphasized the team’s men-
tal focus and described the
relief of finally converting its
chances.

“We told ourselves, ‘just
get one, stay positive.” Then
within the first ten minutes,
[Co-Captain] Kai [Myles 27]
takes a corner, Marko [Per-
ic ’27] heads it in and Zaeem
finds an opening with a head-
er,” said Boisvert. “It felt like

David Burt ’28 kicks the ball downfield on Wednesday.

it was coming and coming, but
they were holding out, and
then we scored. It was pure
relief. Tt felt like we’d exor-
cized a demon,” said Boisvert.

Building on its momentum,
Myles curled in a shot from
outside the box with five min-
utes remaining, securing the
2-0 victory. Crucial to the
team’s success, goalkeeper
Adam Sealfon 29 highlighted
the team’s depth, pointing to
Ethan Brown "27, who stepped
into the center-back position
in place of Jaeden Morgan ’28,
who is competing with Jamai-
ca at the U-17 World Cup for
the remainder of the season.

“We don’t have any holes in
our team. You could [substi-
tute] any player on, and they
will do their job and give max-
imum effortevery time they’re
on that field. That allows us to
move players around. T’d like
to shout out Ethan Brown for
stepping into the center back
position. It was his first time
playing on the back line as a
center back for a full game,
but Ethan adapted to the
challenge. He maintained
possession, and his traits as
a midfielder helped him find
gaps and create offense,” said
Sealfon.

The following Wednesday,
Boys Soccer defeated Tabor
9-0 in its final game before
facing Phillips Exeter Acad-
emy (Exeter) for Andover/
Exeter (A/E) day. Andover es-
tablished control early, taking
a 3-0 lead into halftime with
goals from Keshinro, Myles,
and Chris Lee ’27. Wyatt Or-
raca-Cecil 28 highlighted

Chris Lee 27 looks downfield.

the team’s chemistry and de-
scribed how Keshinro’s sec-
ond goal, just 30 seconds into
the second half, set the tone
for Andover’s offensive pro-
duction.

“Our team was firing on all
cylinders. We hit a new level
because of our chemistry and
team play,” said Orraca-Cecil.
“In the second half, immedi-
ately after kick off, the ball
was in their box. It got cleared
out, but we played a cross back
in, and Zaeem took a couple
of touches and put it in the
bottom right corner. It was

a statement. It showed what
type of game the second half
was going to be.”

The following explosive
run from Andover sealed the
dominant 9-0 shutout victory,
with goals from Lee, Rayyan
Siddiq ’27, Michael Staii ’27,
Lee again, and Siddiq again.
Now on a seven game unbeat-
en run, and looking ahead at
Exeter this coming Saturday,
Orraca-Cecil commented on
the team’s mentality. The past
two A/E matchups have end-
ed in ties, including a heart-
breaking 1-1 finish in 2024

AUREY BAETEN-RUFFO/THE PHILLIPIAN

that included a missed penal-
ty that held Boys Soccer out of
the playoffs.

“This year, we’re going to
get the job done. We know
what type of team we are
and we know what this game
means for our school. There’s
a certain tone, like there’s no
joking around, this is serious,”
said Orraca-Cecil.

The team will host Exeter
for A/E on Saturday at 11:30.

Marko Peric ’27 receives a pass.
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Sonny Yu 28 dribbles.
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FEATURED LISTINGS

IN ANDOVER
1. 50 Holt Road
Listed at $1,095,000
2. 93 Abbot Street
Sold for $1,350,000
3. 95High Street
Sold for $855,000
4. 10 Heritage Lane
Sold for $1,610,000
5. 52 Salem Street
Sold for $1,485,000
6. 4 Hammond Way
Sold for $2,070,000
@ 7. 6 Appletree Lane
Sold for $1,705,000
8. 24 Phillips Street
Philips Sold for $8,500,000
Academy* ?
9. 67 Salem Street
Sold for $2,315,000
10. 64 Holt Road
Sold for $1,550,000
11. 58 Abbot Street
Sold for $2,825,000
12. 79 Reservation Road

TOP 1.5% OF AGENTS NATIONWIDE BY REALTRENDS

Henry Gourdeau, ABR® [ et ]
Global Real Estate Advisor _
617.955.0443 | Henry.Gourdeau@GibsonSIR.com 0l £ 0

68 Main Street, Suite 5, Andover, MA 01810 b
Scan the QR code to learn more. O S

© 2026 Sotheby's International Realty. All Rights Reserved. Sotheby's International Realty® is a registered trademark and used with permission. Each Sotheby's
International Realty office is independently owned and operated, except those operated by Sotheby's International Realty, Inc. Equal Housing Opportunity. All
services/products are provided by independently owned and operated franchisees and are not provided by Sotheby's International Realty Affiliates LLC. Listing
information is deemed reliable but not guaranteed. Dimensions are approximate and unverified. Buyers should consult a qualified professional to confirm measurements.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

Sold for $1,260,000

19 Buttonwood Drive
Sold for $1,695,000

64 Salem Street
Sold for $2,700,000

12 Granli Drive
Sold for $1,500,000

34 Pleasant Street
Sold for $935,000

60 Morton Street
UnitR
Sold for $560,000

9 Muirfield Circle
Unit9
Sold for $1,475,000

61 EIm Street
Unit 61
Sold for $685,000

Welcome to Clubview Estates adjacent to
Andover Country Club. Elegant New Townhomes
with Exceptional Interior & Exterior Design
Features in a Beautiful Tranquil Setting in
Historic Andover - Far from the Crowds,

but Close to the Best of New England.

Luxurious New Townhomes priced from: 1.4M
Inquire about Club Membership Opportunities

CLUBVIEW
ESTATES

at Andover Country Club

Spacious 2-3 Bedrooms 2.5 - 3.5 Baths

up to 3885 Sq. Ft. - 3 Level 5 Stop Elevator
Option - First Floor Primary Suite - Gourmet
Kitchen - 2 Fireplaces - Living/Dining Room
Great Room - Loft/Office - Deck & Patio

2 Car Garage - and Lower Level Walk-Out

Call Maura for a Model Tour: (978) 809-5019
Visit: www.homesatandovercountryclub.com

BUILT & DEVELOPED BY: AWARD-WINNING YVON CORMIER CONSTRUCTION CORPORATION
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CHRISTIAN MARTUSCELLI,
BRIAN HERNANDEZ YANES
& BETSY HOFFMAN

SATURDAY 11/7

Andover

Milton

This past Saturday, during
their Senior Night, Girls Vol-
leyball (11-5) fell to Milton
2-3.

Andover won the first set
25-14, forcing Milton into
service errors. However, as
Milton adjusted in the second
set, Andover began to falter
slightly. Emma Webber ’28
described the mentality of the
team after the first set.

“We just got a little frantic,
a little bit in our heads. We
weren’t running as many good
offensive plays, and in that set,
we got a little ahead of our-
selves. We were all stressed
out, the other team adjust-
ed well to Kailynn [Zheng
PG’27]’s hits, so we weren’t
able to run her as much, which
got us a little frantic, and we
didn’t really know what to
do,” said Webber.

As Andover continued its
match against Milton, the
team had multiple players
with multiple kills and aces,
one of which was Zoé Gilb-
ertson ’27. Eden Dunleavy ’29
highlighted Gilbertson’s per-
formance with seven kills.

“Every single time, it was
Zoé who had hit a really good
spike or had blocked a really
hard ball. Tt was really cool,
and she’s been doing well all
season, but she really, really
shined in the last game. And
she’s really talented,” said
Dunleavy.

Dunleavy explained how
the team hopes to improve
communication among team-
mates before this Saturday
against Phillips Exeter Acad-
emy (Exeter).

“There were a couple times
when we missed balls or we
made plays, where we hadn’t
talked before the point, just
to clarify what we had been
running or what we’ve been
doing. But especially today
in practice, we clarified that
and we’re moving forward.
We fought, we really wanted
to win, and it just didn’t work
out for us this past game, but
passion and drive is a really
big part of it and we had that,”
said Dunleavy.

Dunleavy commented
on how the Blue Key Heads
amped up the crowd, positive-
ly contributing to Andover’s
attitude and mentality.

“I would say this is one of
the more hype home games
we’ve played. The stands were
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The team celebrates its Seniors. Pictured are Co-Captain Ashley Schuman ’27, Co-Captain Selene Xu ’27, Zoé Gilbertson ’27, Kailynn Zheng PG’27, Manager
Jonathan Oh ’27, and Adrian Perez’27 (left to right).

really active, really loud and
really fun, really supportive,
which was awesome. and so
was the other team. We were
working to get in the zone and
absorb the energy from the
stands, but not let it get too
much in our heads,” said Dun-
leavy.

Webber commented on how
the team wants to improve on
its mentality before the larg-
er crowd at Andover/Exeter
(A/E).

“I think we are really want-
ing to work on our mentality
and being able to forget the
mistakes that we make es-
pecially going into Exeter,
that will be a really import-
ant thing we need to work
on, considering how big the
crowd is going to be and how
much tension there will be
during A/E,” said Webber.

With playoffs on the hori-
zon, the team went into the
game hoping to secure its
playoff berth by beating Mil-
ton, ranked sixth in the New
England Preparatory School
Athletic Council (NEPSAC)
league. Alesse Ruys ’28 de-
scribed the importance of
Andover’s past wins during
the season along with how the
loss affected its ranking for
the playoffs.

“Before the game, we were
seeded eighth and the top
eight make the playoffs. So
winning this game would help
solidify it. Unfortunately, our
loss was not helpful to our
standings, but after the game
and the other game outcomes,
we are still eighth. So right
now it’s looking like we will
make the playoffs,” said Ruys.

Webber talked about the
different variety of work done
within the practices in order
to prepare to face Milton.

“The practices leading up to

Kailynn Zheng PG’27 spikes the bal

it [the game against Milton],
we really worked on trying
new things and offense and
and defense. If we were strug-
gling during practice, we were
working on trying to adjust to

1 onto Tabor’s court.

whatever we were struggling
with, and trying new things,
to be able to adjust to different
cases in which we were strug-
gling,” said Webber.

. PRI
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Girls Volleyball will com-
pete against Exeter at home
this Saturday during A/E, and
it must emerge victorious to
advance to the playoffs.

Football Goes Scoreless Against Cheshire, Looks Ahead to Exeter Rivalry

AYAAN MEHTA
& SEBASTIAN CHEN

SATURDAY 11/7

Andover

Cheshire

On Saturday, Football (4-4)
fell short 0-24 on the road at
Cheshire Academy (Cheshire).

Despite holding Cheshire
scoreless in the first quar-
ter, Andover struggled to
convert offensive plays into
points. Quarterback Landon
Husereau 28 connected with
Ubie Zaid PG’27 and Will Ma-
scena ’27, but neither drive
resulted in a score. Even as
Cheshire extended its lead,

Andover’s defense remained
composed and maintained its
morale.

Cheshire entered halftime
with a 10-0 lead and added
two touchdowns in the second
half, leaving Andover with a
growing deficit. With the of-
fense struggling to put points
up on the board, the defense
continued working to limit
Cheshire’s scoring opportuni-
ties. Enzo Pesce ’27 described
how the defensive players
maintained their motivation
despite the frustration of fall-
ing behind.

“Defensively, even though
they were scoring, we knew
we were playing a good game,
so we were hanging in there.
We never put our heads down.
We kept on pushing, but it
does suck when you don’t
have any points on the board.

We kept on pushing, but it just
didn’t go our way offensively,”
said Pesce.

Leadership also helped
Andover stay motivated as
the game progressed. Pesce
praised Co-Captain and out-
side linebacker Thane McCor-
mick ’27 for keeping the spirit
up and consistently being an
example for his teammates.

“He’s always focused at
practice and when it comes to
the game, he’s always locked
in and dialed on what he needs
to do, and he always performs
at the level he knows he can
play at. He’s always a guy that
keeps our morale high even
if we can’t score offensively,”
said Pesce.

Coming up on Saturday, the
team is looking ahead to its fi-
nal game against Phillips Ex-
eter Academy (Exeter). Hen-

drick Chen ’29 shared insight
on the role of the mental side
of football going into a rivalry
match.

“After a big loss like that,
you try to just get over it and
move on to next week. And of
course, it helps that Exeter is
a very big opponent for us to
move on,” said Chen. “If we
overthink too much and get
too carried away by our emo-
tions, it can definitely mess
with how we play, since you
have to be calm sometimes.
We have to know what we’re
doing, and emotions can mess
with that, but it can also work
in a positive way to add some
extra strength, extra adrena-
line, some extra reason why
we should do it or how hard
you should play.”

On the field, the team is
targeting their weaknesses in

practice, putting in the effort
to play as well as possible on
Saturday. Chen identified one
key defensive aspect to im-
prove on moving forward.

“Defensively, we definitely
were a very physical team. We
matched Cheshire’s physicali-
ty,” said Chen. “We struggled
with our tackling a lot and
our finishing. We did have
a few good plays every now
and then, but our tackling has
been a big focus on improve-
ment for the past few years
now.”

Currently, Andover’s re-
cord against Exeter in its An-
dover/Exeter (A/E) rivalry
matchups is 75-59-10.

Football is the final game
on A/E, beginning at 3:30 p.m.
on Saturday.
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Andover Athletes Celebrate Signing Day Commitments
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12 Andover athletes celebrating Signing Day pose for a photo.

TIGER WANG, ELSA WANG
& QUENTIN PENG

This past Wednesday, 12 An-
dover athletes signed to their
committed colleges, contractu-
ally agreeing to play their sport
in college.

Gracynn Hartley 27 com-
mitted to Wofford College for
lacrosse, while Girls Lacrosse
Co-Captain Autumn Christian
’27 committed to Holy Cross for
lacrosse. Softball Co-Captain
Ashley Schuman ’27 committed
to play softball at Boston Uni-
versity, and Meredith South-
ard Pantano ’27 committed to
Northeastern University for field
hockey. Girls Hockey Co-Cap-
tain Kimee Duplessis "27 signed
to the University of Delaware
for ice hockey, while Girls Hock-
ey Co-Captain Sienna Glass 27
also signed to play ice hockey
at Providence College. Jackie
Dill 27 committed to row at Le-
high University, and Girls Crew
Co-Captain Maddie Lehman 27
committed to Georgetown for
rowing as well. Jett Little PG’27
committed to the University
of North Carolina for Baseball,
and Baseball Co-Captain Mikah

Krystofolski ’27 committed to
Elon University for baseball as
well. Jacob Honor 27 committed
to Northeastern University for
baseball and Jabari Edmonds 27
committed to the United States
Naval Academy for basketball.

Ahead of the signing day, Ash-
ley Schuman ’27, who is commit-
ted to play softball at Boston Uni-
versity, described her excitement
to celebrate her commitment
with friends and loved ones.

“My mom’s been really excit-
ed about it. My grandparents are
also flying out from Colorado to
participate and get to be part of
that. So she’s bought some fun
view things to put on the table
that we can all take pictures
with. I think some of my team-
mates and my friends are going
to come, so I'm super excited,”
said Schuman.

Jackie Dill 27, who is commit-
ted to row at Lehigh Universi-
ty, described the support of her
coaches on Girls Crew through-
out the recruiting process.

“The whole coaching staff of
Andover [Crew] I'm so grate-
ful for because everyone had a
place in my journey so far row-
ing. Last year, our Head Coach
[Kelly Evans] urged me to take

ANDUOUYEK
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a risk on myself and start email-
ing schools even if T wasn’t if it
was something T would want to
do. She encouraged me to keep
emailing them even when I
didn’t get a response. It wouldn’t
have been possible without, like,
their support or literally teach-
ing me how to row and giving me
confidence to succeed,” said Dill.

While Andover facilitates
signing day, the institution does
not always play a significant role
in helping students get recruit-
ed. Athletic Director Lisa Joel
described the role of Andover
coaches in students’ recruiting
process versus outside of school
programs.

“[For| any program that has a
club, a lot of the college recruit-
ing is happening predominantly
through that environment, and
that is because those clubs and
showcases are designed around
college coaches’ ability to be at
those things. High school sports
seasons are not designed for col-
lege coaches other than maybe
playoffs,”

Joel continued, “Our coach-
es certainly can support our
athletes by helping them think
through what they want their
possibilities to be. Our coaches

ANDUY LN
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can and do help our student-ath-
letes have a realistic understand-
ing of the difference between
what it means to be a Division ITT
athlete, or a Division II athlete.
Also what it means at a big time
scholarship school where being
a Division I athlete is very much
like a job.”

According to Joel, Andover
sends around 13% of students
each year to play sports in col-
lege. Many of them play at the
Division IIT level or in the Tvy
League. Since Division IIT and
Ivy League schools cannot offer
athletic scholarships, signing
day represents a small portion of
Andover athletes that play colle-
giate sports. In 2024, the NCAA
transitioned from the National
Letter of Intent signing to sign-
ing written offers of athletics aid.
Joel described all the different
ways that Andover’s Athletics
Department celebrates its colle-
giate athletes in tandem with the
college admissions process.

“There’s no more National
Letter of Intent programs. How-
ever, there is still what is being
framed as a signing day as a con-
tinuation... Over the last number
of years, we've felt it’s so cool
that our student-athletes work so

DAANALINT ¥V AN
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hard. So we want to say congrat-
ulations to all of you... In May,
we’'ve done any athlete who’s go-
ing to any school, we’re going to
take some pictures late in May,
and we’re going to post those as
well, because we think it’s pretty
cool. In January, another couple
dozen kids will have heard in
December, they have an admit
letter in hand now so we’ll do
another, if we have to do two of
them [signing days],” said Joel.

Shuman gave advice on stu-
dent athletes that hope to get re-
cruited to play collegiate sports.

“Don’t stress. Play your best,
be yourself, and play hard. Lo-
gistically, get yourself out there,
go to events or post on Twitter
or email coaches and make sure
that they know your name be-
cause even that familiarity and
personal connections are really
strong. For me, I had my hitting
coach, my pitching coach, and
my head coach all contacting the
head coach for [Boston Universi-
ty], about me almost at the same
time. That support was really
one of the biggest factors in my
recruiting and getting me to a
college that I really wanted to,”
said Schuman.

NEAL ROY & AKSHAY
SHAH

On Saturday, Boys Cross Coun-
try lost to Phillips Exeter Acade-
my (Exeter) 39-18 on the road in
its final dual meet of the season.
Cameron Butler 28 led Andover,
finishing fifth overall with a time
0f16:45, followed by Devin Akyali
’29 and EJ Montero 30, who fin-
ished sixth and seventh in 17:11
and 17:13.8, respectively.

As the race began, Andover
focused on maintaining a steady
pace rather than matching Ex-
eter’s fast start. Akyali highlight-
ed how Lincoln Strandberg ’30
helped him maintain a controlled

pace during the opening mile, de-
spite Exeter’s strategy to get its
opponents to speed up and ulti-
mately falter at later stages of the
race.

“Lincoln Strandberg, who’s a
[Junior] this year, is doing super
well. He’s one of our top guys,
and he paced me through the
first mile. He ran it at the perfect
pace for this meet, and he’s good
at that. He’s a really smart racer.
Exeter always tries to sprint out
the gate and try to drag people
with them to make them die later
in the race,” said Akyali.

The rainy weather and mud-
dy course presented challenges
for Andover’s runners, accord-
ing to Nate Marnandus ’30. He

described how the team’s strong
bond helped maintain a positive
atmosphere throughout the meet.

“Initially, the weather was
gloomy because it was raining. It
was wet, and a lot of people were
upset about that. But the team
was able to push through that en-
vironment, and we were able to
lighten up the atmosphere with
a strong sense of camaraderie,”
said Marnandus.

Despite falling short to Ex-
eter, Strandberg remained proud
of Andover’s efforts in the wet,
muddy conditions.

“All of us performed well for
how awful the conditions were.
Everyone was drenched by the
end of the race, but everyone

Boys Cross Country Falls Short to Exeter 39-18

pushed through. Our times were
definitely slower than the week-
end before, but we were all still
happy to be there, and we were
still happy with our performance.
This is what’s important,” said
Strandberg.

Saturday’s meet also helped
Andover prepare for the New
England Preparatory School Ath-
letic Council (NEPSAC) Cross
Country Championship, which
will take place on the same course
next weekend. Akyali described
how racing in difficult conditions
gave the team valuable experi-
ence ahead of its final meet of the
season.

“It’s nice to know the course
when it’s muddy and wet. [It can]

show us what we’re capable of in
those kinds of conditions on that
kind of course and show us we
can leave it all out there and be
tough and be gritty when other
guys are hurting from the other
teams. Then, we can take advan-
tage and kick it in that last mile,”
said Akyali.

Andover will conclude its sea-
son at the NEPSAC Cross Coun-
try Championship this Saturday
at Exeter. The remaining run-
ners competed in Wednesday’s
Springbok-Gazelle meet held on
the Great Lawn.

Girls Cross Country Beats Exeter by a Single Point

JOHN LEW, ADAM ZOU &
OCTAVIA CHUNG

This past Saturday, Girls Cross
Country traveled to Phillips Ex-
eter Academy (Exeter), narrowly
beating Exeter by one point to se-
cure a 28-29 win.

Sophie Stetson 29 led the
team, finishing third overall with
a time 0f 19:09.8. Captain Corinne
Spade 27 followed in fourth in
19:18:2, and Anya Casey "28 fin-
ished sixth in 19:34.2.

Michelle Oh 29 finished 11th
in 20:10.4. She described a de-
cisive moment during the race
when Allysa Katana ’28, who
finished eighth in 19:42.4, and
Hannah Jung 28, who finished
10th in 19:56.1, passed a squad of
Exeter athletes.

“We had the whole Exeter
pack in front of us except for

one girl. Allysa, Hannah, and T
made a giant move at that point,
right when we were turning. We
gained an advantage for the rest
of the race because we put a pret-
ty big gap on them from then on,”
said Oh.

The rainy weather created un-
expected challenges, with muddy
grass and puddles making it dif-
ficult for runners to find traction
on the ground. In preparation,
many Andover runners wore lon-
ger spikes than usual to improve
their grip, and the team trained
for different weather conditions
during practice. Casey empha-
sized how the team’s training
helped them adjust to the difficult
conditions.

“We definitely try to train
in all weather and never let the
weather deter us or change our
training locations. We’ve done a

lot of work on fields, in the rain,
in the mud, and in the sanctuary.
Our coaches always encourage us
to embrace bad weather and diffi-
cult conditions. I think it’s a mix
of team culture and training,”
said Casey.

Casey praised Stetson’s race
performance despite the weather.
Stetson was Andover’s top fin-
isher, and Casey highlighted her
steadiness as an inspiration for
the rest of the team.

“[Stetson] was consistently at
the front of the pack, and even de-
spite the conditions, her time was
very similar to the previous week
when we had much better weath-
er. She stuck with it the entire
time, maintained her pace and
position in the pack, and helped
lead the rest of us,” said Casey.

Beyond individual perfor-
mances, Andover’s rivalry with

Exeter added another layer of
intensity, having defeated Exeter
the previous week by a margin
of two points. Jung shared the
importance of focusing on the
team’s success rather than indi-
vidual results.

“It was definitely different
from going into a race against an-
other school. There are a few rea-
sons for that. Exeter is our histor-
ically known rival, and of course,
we want to do well and represent
Big Blue. That gave us more mo-
tivation and excitement for the
competition,” said Jung. “We
really knew that we had to focus
on running not just for ourselves
individually, but for the team. We
had to dig deep and push our-
selves when things got difficult.”

With the New England Pre-
paratory School Athletic Council
(NEPSAC) Cross Country Cham-

pionship approaching, the meet
provided Andover with an op-
portunity to evaluate its perfor-
mance against one of its strongest
competitors. Oh noted that the
team hopes to carry its positive
energy into the postseason.

“The mentality that we’ve ad-
opted going into the postseason
is to just try to have fun and not
think too much about it, because
we have so many wins under
our belt by now. [The NEPSAC
Championship is] definitely the
biggest meet and we’re very pos-
itive going into it and I think all
we want to do is just have fun and
just do our best,” said Oh.

Girls Cross Country will re-
turn to Exeter on Saturday to
compete in the NEPSAC Cross
Country Championship.
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Andover will host Phillips Exeter Academy (Exeter) this
Saturday for the 148th annual Fall Andover/Exeter (A/E)
day.

Last Fall, on Exeter’s home turf, A/E ended in a 2-2-1 tie,
with Andover winning Girls Soccer and Field Hockey, but
falling in Volleyball and Football, and tying in Boys Soccer.

Andover will host five games this A/E with Cross Country
traveling to Exeter for the New England Preparatory School
Athletic Council (NEPSAC) Cross Country Championships
and Water Polo playing in the NEPSAC playoffs at
Brunswick.

Fall
2026

Boys Soccer - 11:30 Smoyer Family Field

Boys Soccer has tied both of its last two A/E
meetings, including a 1-1 heartbreaker in 2024
that held the team out of the playoffs. After
starting the season 3-5-2, Andover has been on an
eight game unbeaten streak as it looks to finish out
the season strong before playoffs. Boys Soccer is
led by Co-Captains Kai Myles "27, Edrian Vargas
27, and Jaeden Morgan ’28, though Morgan is
away at the U17 World Cup representing Jamaica.
Andover defeated Tabor 9-0 on Wednesday.

Players to watch:

Midfielder Marko Peric 27 #10
Forward Kai Myles 27 #7
Defender Edrian Vargas 27 #4

So far this season:

Andover: 8-5-4 Exeter: 5-7-4

Volleyball - 12:00 DiClemente Court

Behind Co-Captains  Ashley Players to watch:

Schuman 27 and Selene Xu ’27,
Volleyball looks to defeat Exeter
and secure its first playoff
appearance since 2023. Andover
is ranked eighth in NEPSAC and
must win against Exeter to make
the playoffs. Volleyball defeated
Exeter 3-0 earlier this season.

Opposite Hitter & Setter Kailynn Zheng PG’27 #6
Libero Ashley Schuman ’27 #2
Setter Selene Xu 27 #12

So far this season:

Andover: 11-5 Exeter: 7-8

Field Hockey - 12:30 Phelps Stadium

Returning undefeated for a third consecutive
year, Field Hockey will look to maintain its 52
game win streak for its final matchup of the

Players to watch:

Forward Regan Driscoll 28 #21

season against Exeter. Led by Co-Captains
Regan Driscoll ’28, Kimee Duplessis "27, and
Wendi Wei 27, Field Hockey will play to
retain momentum as it three-peat NEPSAC

Midfielder Kimee Duplessis *27 #7
Defender Wendi Wei ’27 #12

So far this season:

Girls Soccer - 1:35 Smoyer Family Field

Building on last season’s 10-4-3 regular
season record, Girls Soccer approaches
its matchup with Exeter with a
dominant 14-1-1. Led by Co-Captains
Adele Russell 27 #0, Lily Loughlean ’27
#10, and Keaghan Murphy '27 #1],
Andover hopes to close this memorable
season with a win.

Class A titles this fall.

Players to watch:

Goalie Adele Russell °27 #0

Defender and Midfielder Lily Loughlean ’27 #10

Defender Keaghan Murphy ’27 #11

So far this season:

Andover: 14-1-1 Exeter: 9-9-2

Andover: 14-0 Exeter: 8-9

Football - 3:30 Phelps Stadium

Under new Interim Head Coach Ernie
Adams 71 and Co-Captains Jun An 27,
Thane McCormick ’27, and Scott
Carmichael ’27, Football opened the
season 3-1, its best start in nine years.
New to Andover’s lineup and crucial to
this season’s success is also quarterback
Landon Husereau ’28, with 14 passing
touchdowns and 1 rushing touchdown.
Now 4-4, Andover will look to close the
season with a win against rival Exeter.

Players to watch:

Quarterback Landon Husereau ’28 #14

Wide Receiver Ubie Zaid PG’27 #3
Cornerback Armani Pereira PG’27 #5
Runningback Jun An ’27 #6

Outside Linebacker Thane McCormick 27 #7

So far this season:
Andover: 4-4 Exeter: 4-3
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Legend Milton ‘30 Wears His Own Definition of “Cool”

HAYLEY FAN

While the definition of “cool”
varies from person to person,
Legend Milton ’30 defines cool
as bold, expressive, and loud.
Using elements ranging from
color and emotion to signature
accessories, Milton sees style as
an outlet to express his aspira-
tions.

Milton described how he
didn’t always wear clothes with
the intent of self-expression.
Starting out with restrictions
like school uniforms, Milton
shared when he began to view
fashion in a new light.

“I would say that I've always

had a sense of style. I've been
developing it more the older
I get. When I was younger, I
would experiment a lot, and it
didn’t really come out the best.
I still wear some of the clothes
I did when I was younger, but
in sixth grade was when I re-
ally started to up my style a lot,
especially in school. T had uni-
forms, which were a dress shirt
and dress pants, but I made the
most with what T had and tried
to look the best that I could,”
said Milton.

While Milton does not face
the same limitations at Ando-
ver, he still experiments with
new forms of expression, one of
which is his hair.

JEREMIAH NUNEZ/THE PHILLIPIAN

Milton aspires to be someone others can look up to.

“I like to include my hair in a
lot of my fits, especially because
my hair is very prominent in my
entire look. T like to have my
hair down, just looking nice and
curly. Hair is a really big fea-
ture of me, and I feel like when
I see people with long hair, 'm
like, “That’s it Hair is just such
an important thing that holds
memories and all these im-
portant values of people. I feel
like when I grow out my hair, it
shows who I am,” said Milton.

In addition to his hair, Mil-
ton aspires to be known for a
single accessory. Fur-lined and
warm-looking, his trapper hat
is easily identified among an
ocean of other heads. Milton
explained its significance to
him.“T’ve had this trapper hat
for a while, maybe a year or
two. I got it off TikTok Shop,
and I think it’s my cool be-
cause nobody wears hats like
these. Nobody wears a trapper
hat, considering that it’s not an
American piece. I feel like it de-
fines me well,” said Milton.

Beyond specific signature
elements, Milton also incor-
porates his daily mood into his
outfits. To Milton, colors act as
a representation of his current
state of mind. Milton empha-
sized how colors inspire him to
wear different combinations of
clothes.

“Every day, I feel a little bit
different. Some days I'm more
tired than others. I feel like a lot
of the time I color-code my out-
fits. So today I'm feeling kind of
blue. Today I'm feeling kind of
red. Today I'm feeling kind of
yellow, so I wore a lot of yellow.
I associate colors with different
emotions, and for the longest
time, I've even wanted to paint
myself different colors,” said
Milton.

To Milton, colors are not
only a visual representation of
emotions, but also a declaration
of individuality and selfhood.
Max Klissay ’30 mentioned
these details in his description
of Milton’s outfits.

“I would definitely say flashy.
He definitely wears a lot of
bright clothes. I see him wear-
ing new stuff every day, so it’s
kind of cool to see what differ-
ent stuff he wears, whether it’s
graphic T-shirts or the designs
on his shoes. It’s just a surprise
every day,” said Klissay.

Variety and spontaneity are

JEREMIAH NUNEZ/THE PHILLIPIAN

Legend Milton ’30 frames his hair and trapper hat.

crucial elements of Milton’s
fashion. Sebastian DeJesus 30
described what makes Milton’s
style so special.

“I would definitely describe
Legend’s style as unique. He
wears his own fashion. T don’t
think he has a specific style. It’s
his own. If you were to put his
outfit next to someone else’s,
you could definitely tell which
is his and which is the other
person’s,” said DeJesus.

Milton’s fashion ultimately
centers on his aspirations and
the person he wants to become.
More than a member of the
crowd, Milton wants his identi-
ty to be loud, and his individual-
ity to be known.

“A lot of the time, people, at
least to me, fit under the same
category, and they like to cate-
gorize themselves with other
people. Me? I don’t really like
doing that. When I'm able to
stick out, at least in a positive
way, I go for it. I don’t just want
to be different, I want to be dif-
ferent in a way where I'm able
to freely not only express my-
self, but also make a point to
other people that I'm not like
other people. 'm my own per-
son. My name’s Legend,” said
Milton.

Music 920 (Second-Hand Originals) Brings Fresh Curriculum to Andover

ELIZABETH QIN
& ENZO YING

As shouts fill Steinbach The-
ater, an actor yells, “Curtain!”
and a number is ripped off the
wall with a final “Go!” to signal
the start of the next play. Over
two nights this past weekend,
on Friday and Saturday, the cast
of this fall’s theater production,
“30 Neo-Futurist Plays from Too
Much Light Makes the Baby Go
Blind,” performed thirty short
plays in the span of an hour.

The format came from the
Neo-Futurists, a theatre compa-
ny in Chicago. Assistant director
Ava Shu 27 explained how the
company’s approach and its focus
on improvisation shaped the pro-
duction.

“They really tried to align with
this philosophy of very brief and
improvisational plays. They came
up with the format of having thir-
ty plays performed in under sixty
minutes. The improvisational as-
pect really comes into play with
the order of the plays, which
we don’t know beforehand, and
which audience members will
come onstage, which we also
don’t know. You really see those
elements play out in this produc-
tion,” said Shu.

Without a fixed order, the ac-
tors and crew had to collaborate
to make each transition between
the plays as smooth and efficient
as possible. Marti Wong ’28 noted
that a big part of putting this play
together was building a support-
ive team environment.

“To me, the entire process was
incredibly collaborative, with re-
hearsals beginning at the start of
the year and our entire ensemble
working together and seeing who
suited which parts the best. The
nature of our show meant that
everyone had an equal responsi-
bility to the performance, and I

found that to be wonderful. Tt was
a very collaborative and reward-
ing experience,” said Wong.

Not only did the audience de-
termine the order of the plays, but
some of the plays also required
audience participation. Isabel Liu
’30, one of the actors, described
how inviting the audience into
the plays added a mix of excite-
ment and pressure.

“Because this is the second
play I've ever been in, it’s definite-
ly different from a lot of things.
You can’t script everything, but
there are some parts that have to
be controlled. If the audience gets
too rowdy, we have to calm them
down. Mainly, it’s just listening to
what they’re saying because their
biggest role is to call out the play
number, and we have to always
listen and then just grab it and go.

COURTESY OF PHILLIPS ACADEMY
Marti Wong ’28 practices calling “curtain” with the audience in his introduction speech.

If we wait, the time runs out. It’s
good because, at last night’s show,
the audience was much more in-
teractive than at the previous one.
I'd say that made it much more
fun, but also more stressful be-
cause the more they talked, the
more time ran out, and the less
time we had for plays. It was fun
overall, just very unpredictable,”
said Liu.

To prepare for the quick tran-
sitions between each play, direc-
tors Mr. Lazar and Dr. Baldyga
called out numbers at random
during rehearsals, and the actors
had to be ready to go onstage with
their props. Shu explained the
challenge of working to shorten
transitions without rushing the
plays themselves.

“In the beginning, when we
first did a full run of the show, it

was a little sloppy in the sense
that some of the transitions were
unclear or weren’t fast enough.
We always said the goal was to
have enough time to really flesh
out the substance of the play, but
also balance that with hustling
onstage and getting to where you
need to be. I know some people
were wondering if the order was
really randomized, and it really
is. There are complicated tech-
nical and lighting systems, but
at the same time, it requires the
attention, focus, and speed I was
just talking about. You have to be
aware of what play is being called,
when you're supposed to come
on, and how fast things need to be
ready;” said Shu.

Audience member Nick Ta-
mayo 29 said his favorite mo-
ment came in the 23rd play, when

the lights suddenly turned red
after an actor was dragged away
for announcing that there was
no play. Tamayo commented on
the frequency of actors speaking
directly to the audience and how
that contributed to his overall en-
joyment of the play.

“I very much did like the inter-
active aspects. I felt as if this was
a much more memorable play
where I could actually recall spe-
cific moments because I felt like T
was part of the experience more
than just kind of watching it. I
really liked how inclusive it was
of the entire audience and how
it was randomized. Also, how the
actors spoke one-on-one to the
audience, and it wasn’t really just
a ‘raise your hand’ type of deal”
said Tamayo.

As Tamayo said, immersing
the audience in the plays made
the overall performance more
memorable. Stage manager Ana
Calvo ’28 also hoped that by invit-
ing audience members to be part
of the show, students would feel
more comfortable in giving the-
ater a shot.

“I really hope they take away
an appreciation for the commu-
nity that we built around it. Since
there’s so much audience partici-
pation, I really want to show how
the audience is a part of theater
and that they don’t have to be
scared to pursue theater opportu-
nities because they feel like they
don’t belong. Truly, everybody
belongs in theater. A lot of our ac-
tors were first-time actors, so ev-
erybody belongs, and everybody
should have a place, even if it’s
the smallest thing, I feel like that’s
really possible here in Andover,”
said Calvo.

Editor’s Note: Ava Shu 27 is a
Commentary Editor for The Phil-
lipian, vol. CXLIX.
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In Sync and In Swing: Jazz Band and Ensembles Deliver First Concert

)

ELLA CHEONG
& HAYLEY FAN

At the Jazz Band and Wind
Ensembles’ concert on Sunday,
warm spotlights illuminated neat-
ly organized rows of musicians in
Falls Music Center’s John Barry
Hall. The concert marked the en-
sembles’ first performance of the
year as well as Trey Dugger’s first
time conducting the Jazz Band.
He described his approach to re-
hearsals and the expectations he
established for individual prepa-
ration before musicians came to-
gether as an ensemble.

“I try to treat [the students]
like semi-professionals. T know
they’re students, but if you hold
the air of professionalism in [the]
rehearsal room, students will al-
ways rise to that. With the details,
I expect and assume that they
are working [them] out in their
own individual practice time, so
that when we come to rehearsal,
they’ve prepared their parts so
that at the rehearsal they can be
an individual player joining the
ensemble,” said Dugger.

Jacob Gruneich 27, a trum-
pet player who has played with
the Jazz Band for three years,
reflected on what he and other
band members learned through
rehearsals and performances. He
described Mr. Dugger’s role in
unifying the band through par-
ticularly difficult sections of their
repertoire.

“We learned a lot about how
we perform under [the] pres-
sure of performance. That’s the
main thing that we worked on in
our rehearsals between now and
Parents’ Weekend... In ‘Night in
Tunisia; there are switches be-
tween a Latin groove and a swing
groove, and staying together in
those transitions was something
that we had to practice a lot as a
Jazz Band. There’s another tran-

Harry Wang 27 and Nadine Carniaux ’29 play the saxaphone.

sition section [where a] sax slow-
ly crescendos up into a drum fill,
[which] comes into the shout
chorus. Those stretches of tran-
sitions were something that we,
under Mr. Duggar, learned how to
stay together in all of the pieces,”
said Gruneich.

Cameron Butler 28, a percus-
sionist, explained the differences
between performing in the full
Jazz Band and in smaller groups,
particularly how the percussion
helps keep time for the other mu-
sicians.

“In a combo there’s five or six
people, but in a big band, you re-

AUDREY BAETEN-RUFFO/THE PHILLIPIAN

ally have to hold everyone down
if you’re the drummer. I think of
the combos as more of a conver-
sation, and the big band, at least
for drumming, as more for lock-
ing you and everyone together.
The biggest challenge for me is
keeping a much more steady beat
[to] really lock everyone into the
rhythm,” said Butler.

Grant McGann ’30, a dou-
ble bass player in the combos,
pointed out his group’s effort for
improvement despite the limit-
ed time between their last per-
formance and this concert. He
also mentioned a possible area of

growth for himself.

“Since there was only a very
short time between Parents’
Weekend and this concert, it was
hard getting a piece ready for this
time, but in the end we pulled it
through. We sometimes miss [the
ending], so that’s a part to work
on. I think I should play better
melodies with notes that corre-
spond to the chords, not just ran-
domly;” said McGann.

Butler also discussed how var-
ious aspects of practice translated
into the final performance an au-
dience sees. He emphasized the
importance of enjoying the per-

formance rather than focusing
solely on technical perfection

“T always say Just try to have
fun on stage. That’s the best way
to perform because if the audi-
ence sees you having fun, they’ll
probably have a good time as
well. Just playing a combo alone
in a practice room is super fun for
me, but if T get to share that joy
and share that fun with the audi-
ence, that’s the goal of the perfor-
mance,” said Butler.

Eva Fernandez ’30, an audi-
ence member, described her re-
sponse to the bands. Even though
she attended the concert for mu-
sic class credit, she didn’t regret it,
noting that she would attend oth-
er concerts in the future.

“Even though T had to go, I was
pretty glad I went because the
pieces evoked a lot of emotions.
I felt a lot of love. It’s November,
[and] seasonal depression is hit-
ting, and the feeling and that kind
of bond just came [to me],” said
Fernandez.

Dugger, who specifically
hoped that audiences might con-
tinue to attend Band concerts
beyond requirements for class,
offered some occasions the Ando-
ver community can mark on their
calendars.

“I think the audience was
well pleased, and I heard that
there were a lot more students at
this concert than was predicted,
which is encouraging. My dream
is for there to be more faculty and
students [that] come, not just the
students who are artists them-
selves. The Jazz Band is going
to be performing at All-School
Meeting, December 14. In addi-
tion, we have a concert coming up
for MLK Day. We [also] have a lot
of performances that we are pre-
paring for our send off to Prague,
which we’re going to be doing in
the Winter Term,” said Dugger.

When Voices Dance: Dancers and Fidelio Unite in Voices

LUCIA JOLLON
& RAMSEY SARKISIAN

Orange and yellow skirts
swirled across the Pan Athlet-
ic Center’s Rubio Studio this
past Saturday and Sunday as
dancers were accompanied by
student musicians, including
members of Fidelio Society,
Andover’s Chamber Cho-
rus. Both performances drew
packed audiences for Voices,
a production featuring dance
pieces set to both recorded
and live music. The dancers
spent the Fall Term prepar-
ing for production through
Andover’s dance as a sport
program, learning and refin-
ing choreography in rehears-
als leading up to the perfor-
mance.

“Black Violin,” the open-
ing piece, was set to hip-hop
remixes of J.S. Bach’s music.
Audience member Fabiana
Guerrero Cohen ’30 described
her reaction to the choreogra-
phy and the contrasting emo-
tions it conveyed.

“It was very moving. They
had some very interesting
dances in the sense that they
could cause anxiety and be
eerie while still being inspi-
rational and hopeful. T feel
as though the presence of the
dancing truly gave way to in-
terpretation of the music and
its meaning,” said Cohen.

“Black Violin” was fol-
lowed by a ballet piece set to
Scott Joplin’s piano music,
played live by Hayley Fan
’29. Audience member Karla
Safarikova ’27 attended the

performance to support her
peers, including Fan. Safa-
rikova reflected on her expe-
rience of watching fellow stu-
dents perform on stage.

“Something that personally
stood out to me was when the
student Hayley Fan was play-
ing the piano. This is mostly
because I know her, so it was
a standout point of the show.
But, more on a general level,
I liked when all the dancers
were on stage in unison... It
brought me happiness get-
ting to see my friends on stage
doing what they do best, and
showing off the best sides of
themselves within that per-
formance,” said Safarikova.

The second section of the
performance included a col-
laboration between the Dance
Department and the Fidelio
Society. Choreographed to
choral music composed by
Eric Whitacre, the section
brought singers and dancers
together in the same perfor-
mance space. Fidelio Society
Co-Head Nisreen Dohadwa-
la ’27 described some of the
challenges that arose in co-
ordination with the dancers
while performing as a part of
the chorus.

“This was a little bit more
of a commitment for us, and it
felt very focused. Also, I think
that it’s different for us be-
cause we’re rehearsing with a
different group that is active-
ly moving around us, which
is not something that we’ve
done... Being in time with ev-
erybody, including the danc-
ers, and then also being mixed
[was difficult]. T wasn’t next
to anybody doing my part and
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Chiya Wan ’30 (left), Sophia Zhan ’28 (middle), Irene Huang ’30 (right) perform to Scott Joplin.

we’re off-book as well, ev-
erything is memorized... It
is really difficult to dance to
other people singing. They
have to match their rhythm to
ours, while we are also trying
to keep the rhythm with our
group, so the collaboration
itself was really impressive,”
said Dohadwala.

While Dohadwala gave
perspective to the challenge
of coordinating the singers
and dancers from the per-
former’s side, Safarikova re-
flected on how the two groups
came together during the per-
formance from the audience
perspective. For Safarikova,

ANGELA WANG/THE PHILLIPIAN

Liv Davis ’29, Adelyne Liu ’28, Olivia Zhou ’29, Kaya Hurteau 27 (LEFT TO RIGHT) performing.

the collaboration offered a
different dance experience
from the dance performances
she had previously attended.

“It was a really interesting
concept to see Fidelio singing
for them because, generally,
even if you do have live mu-
sic for a dance performance, it
would be in the form of an or-
chestra, band, or some small
ensemble of instruments,
whereas in this case it was a
chorus which was really in-
teresting. It was also cool be-
cause they incorporated some
parts of the chorus into the
dance in the end, which cre-
ated a nice tie in the end of
putting it all together,” said
Safarikova.

For dancer Adelyne Liu ’28,
the collaboration with Fide-
lio also introduced a different
approach to interpreting the
choreography. Liu reflected

on the artistic moments be-
hind the performance and the
moments that stayed with her
after the show.

“The singers are a forest
while the dancers are like
fireflies that weave through
a forest of Fidelio. We're like
scenes from a dreamscape
and it seems like we’re merg-
ing with them. After the show
I saw a lot of audience mem-
bers doing our choreography
for that piece [Black Violin].
It was really cool because I
liked that the audience mem-
bers remembered our cho-
reography and it was nice to
see certain parts of our piece
stand out to them so much
that everyone was doing it,”
said Liu.

Scan Here to Watch the Performance:
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“What if?” A Term of Creative Risk and Exploration in ART600

ELLA CHEONG &
HAYLEY FAN

ART600 is an advanced,
year-long art course where stu-
dents hone their artistic skills
through a range of open-ended
projects that eventually build
toward the ART600 exhibition
in the spring. Whether they’re
diving deeper into a medium
they already know, trying a
new one, or collaborating with
classmates, ART600 allows
students to explore their artis-
tic abilities and take creative
risks.

For Harry Wang 27, his first
introduction to the course was
the exhibition “Epilogue,” cre-
ated by the 2025-2026 ART600
class. He shared how the expe-
rience of visiting the exhibition
inspired him to take the course
himself this year.

“I originally wanted to take
ART600 because I saw the ex-

hibition last spring, and it re-
ally amazed me. Everyone was
working on completely differ-
ent things, and all the pieces
were incredible. T could gen-
uinely imagine seeing them in
professional galleries or muse-
ums,” said Wang.

Throughout the year, stu-
dents are given a series of
prompts and themes and are
invited to interpret these
prompts creatively and take
their projects in any direction
they choose. ART600 differs
from regular art courses be-
cause of its dependence on stu-
dent commitment and motiva-
tion. Kami Zheng ’27 pointed
to the freedom as one of the
best parts of the course.

“I feel like ART600 is the
first art class I've taken in a
school environment where
they don’t try to teach you how
to make art. Instead, it’s actual-
ly an art class where you get to
create your own work. That’s
something I've wanted from

my previous art classes, but
it was never really an option,”
said Zheng.

Creative freedom in the
course makes room for stu-
dents to provide multiple dif-
ferent answers to one question.
Students work independently
on their respective ideas, lead-
ing to a diverse class cohort
of projects. Katherine Tae 27
mentioned an example of this
in their first project in ART600.

“In our first project, called
‘Re-’, even though we had a
limitation in that we need-
ed to use pieces from past
ART600 pieces, we were re-
ally encouraged to take that
project anywhere. So people
did something from paintings,
to sculptures, to wall instal-
lations. I think it’s really cool
just to see how differently ev-
eryone took the same prompt. I
also know that throughout the
year, the prompts are supposed
to get less and less rigid,” said
Tae.

Although the openness of
the course can look intimidat-
ing and pose a challenge, the
course pushes students to build
their technical skills through
experimentation and failure.
Restarting and rebuilding is a
key aspect of the course. Har-
ry Wang ’27 shared how he has
grown in ART600 throughout
the term.

“Now, I feel much more con-
fident. Throughout the vyear,
[Junko Pinkowski, Instructor
in Art] assigns us a lot of ex-
ercises and opportunities to
practice and experiment with
different techniques. For ex-
ample, projects like ‘Re-" allow
us to explore new mediums be-
fore the spring exhibition. By
then, we can look back at ev-
erything we’ve experimented
with and choose the mediums
we've become most comfort-
able with. 'm definitely much
more confident about ART600
now, and I really appreciate the
overall course design that Ms.

Pink has created,” said Wang.

Finally, the course culmi-
nates in an end-of-year exhibi-
tion, where students have the
opportunity to formally pre-
pare their pieces and a gallery
for exhibition. The final prod-
uct is the end result of discus-
sion and experimentation from
the ART600 students. Pinkow-
ski described the process of ar-
riving at that final exhibition.

“Throughout the spring,
students work toward their
exhibition pieces. We begin
planning the exhibition theme
collectively, and each student
decides how they want to inter-
pret it. By that point, students
have become more comfortable
experimenting and trying new
things. They have had opportu-
nities to take risks and fail, and
they realize that failure is okay.
They can always find another
way of doing things,” said Pin-
kowski.

Music Up Close: Andover's Chamber Music Ensembles

REPORTING BY JESSICA
HONG & ELIZABETH QIN

Without the scale of a whole orchestra, chamber music brings listeners closer
to musicians, and musicians closer to each other. Here is an up-close look at four
of Andover’s Fall Term chamber music ensembles.

Piano Trio: Lilia Li ’28, violin; Michelle Kim ’29, cello; and
Patrick Xu ’27, piano

“We’re playing Mendelssohn’s Piano Trio No. 1. It starts off
pretty unsettling. The piano has some syncopation, so you get
this feeling of discomfort. You don’t really know where it’s
going, so it’s kind of eerie. But gradually, there are some very
beautiful moments that are very pure. That’s what I really like
about Mendelssohn. The music isn’t restricted to one sort of
feeling throughout the entire movement. A lot of the parts that
Michelle and I share are very intense, and we have some uni-
son passages. There are also parts where all three of us play in
unison, which come across as very strong and grand. It’s such
a great piece because it leaves a lot of room for expression.
Patrick, who’s on piano, does almost everything. He has all the
chords down, so there would be no harmonic line without him
)’ said Li.

Violin Duo: Bruce Ru ’28, violin; and Tommy Parr ’29,
violin

“Last spring, the orchestra program at Andover introduced
students to this really cool composer, Joseph Bologne, Cheva-
lier de Saint-Georges. He was an 18th-century mixed-race man

whose mother was enslaved and whose father was a colonial
planter in Guadeloupe. I proposed that we make the chamber
music program a bit more inclusive by programming music
by this wonderful person. We’ve definitely spent time looking
at our parts individually because the piece is very technically
difficult. It doesn’t feel like a piece of normal chamber music.
It feels like we’re playing solo repertoire. We rehearse togeth-
er, have regular coaching, and play in masterclasses with the
music faculty. I want listeners to know that this person exists. I
also want them to understand that the canon of classical music
is much more diverse and intertwined with other themes than
they might think. When you’re listening to classical music,
things like slavery, colonialism, and classism probably don’t
immediately come to mind. I think that’s a consequence of priv-
ilege and a result of a pretty narrow definition of the Western
canon,” said Ru.

Piano Trio: Doris Lu ’28, violin; Philip Jeong ’27, cello; and
Oliver Zhang 28, piano

“The most rewarding part [of being in a chamber ensemble]
is creating music together as a group, because you can be a great
musician, and it can still be really hard to create good music as
a group. That’s also one of the most challenging parts, but it’s
rewarding to learn to adapt to someone else’s playing, which
can be wildly different from yours. We’re playing [Bedrich
Smetana’s] Piano Trio No. 1 [in G minor], which was written as
a song of grief, anger, and madness for the composer’s loss of his
daughter. Every ensemble is special on its own. When you’re in
an orchestra, you play your part, and oftentimes you can’t really
hear it because it’s mixed in with the 20 other cellists or the 80
other violinists in the entire section. But when you’re playing
chamber, you have a lot more autonomy over your sound and a
lot more autonomy over how you collaborate with other musi-
cians,” said Jeong.

String Quartet: Olivia Wang ’29, violin; Serafina Luk ’30,
violin; Edward Kim ’29, viola; and Dr. Elizabeth Aureden,
cello and coach

“[The rehearsal process] is very collaborative. Everyone gives
out ideas, and we listen to each other. [The rewarding part] of
playing in chamber music is meeting new people and being able
to create and play chamber music for the reasons that you want
to play. The challenging part would be being together. It’s really
hard to be together and sound like one instrument rather than
four distinct players. In chamber music, everyone’s important.
Everyone has a role. In orchestra music, not every single person
is important, and there are a lot of parts where there’s a group
of people filling one part. So there’s no freedom. There’s no
space for it. If you all play the same expression, you may all be
expressive the same way. But in Chamber music, there’s free-
dom, and you can communicate on stage and know what you’re
gonna do, even if you haven’t rehearsed,” said Luk.

WRITE FOR ARTY!

email:

wwell7@andover.edu
xzhang28@andover.edu
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HONORING ALL
WHO SERVED

WITH GRATITUDE FOR YOUR
COURAGE, SERVICE, AND SACRIFICGE

VETERANS DAY

“Let me find you the perfect home while your children attend Phillips Academy!”
Proudly serving the Andovers for over 40 years!

2 PUNCHARD AVE, UNIT 2
ANDOVER, MA

33 CHESTNUT STREET, U:1,
ANDOVER, MA

167 SUMMER STREET U: 167
ANDOVER, MA

$5,600/mo $1,900,000

2 BLOCKS e OPEN HOUSE
FROM PHILLIPS — SATURDAY

ACADEMY 1PM -3 PM

3w 3FIH A 2,39

CONSIDERED “ON CAMPUS"
FOR PHILLIPS ACADEMY

2 BLOCKS FROM PHILLIPS

LUXURIOUS FULLY
FURNISHED RENTAL

FURNISHED OPTION AVAILABLE
FOR $7,700/MO

CONVENIENT 1ST FLOOR

CHARMING CONDO LIVING IN
DOWNTOWN ANDOVER

2 SPACIOUS BEDROOMS & 2
FULL BATHROOMS

BRIGHT LIVING SPACES WITH
DETAILED FINISHES
HARDWOOD FLOORING
THROUGHOUT

PRIVATE BALCONY

ACADEMY

3 BEDROOMS & AN ELEVATOR!
STUNNING CULINARY-INSPIRED
KITCHEN

SPACIOUS PRIMARY SUITE
WITH A LUXURIOUS PRIVATE
BATH

ATTACHED GARAGE &
ADDITIONAL ASSIGNED
PARKING

Call Listing Agent,
Lillian Montalto today!

978.662.9700

Z
SCAN TO FIND YOUR e

DREAM HOME!

Lillian.AndoverHomes.com

PRIMARY BEDROOM

OPEN CONCEPT 1ST FLOOR
BOASTS FIREPLACED LIVING
ROOM

MODERN KITCHEN WITH
STAINLESS STEEL APPLIANCES
BACK DECK WITH
BEAUTIFULLY LANDSCAPED
FENCED IN BACKYARD

SCAN TO VIEW YOUR
HOME'S VALUE!

Lillian.AndoverHomes.com/Seller.

32 Park Street, Andover, MA o 978.475.1400 ¢ WeGetHomesSold.com ¢ We're Local, We're ‘




