
This academic year, Andover 
implemented a new medication 
policy affecting the storage and 
distribution of student medi-
cation at the Rebecca M. Sykes 
Wellness Center (Sykes). The 
Blue Book states that all board-
ing and day students taking any 
type of medication while on 
campus must register the medi-
cation with Sykes to prevent the 
misuse and sharing of medica-
tion. 

While the majority of pre-
scription medication will be 
allocated to students at the 
time of each dose, some over-
the-counter drugs, including 
vitamins and supplements, may 
be approved for self-adminis-
tration at limited quantities. 
Students with medications not 
cleared for independent use 
must now visit Sykes for each 
dose. Three windows will allow 
students to take their medica-
tion at Sykes: from 7:30 to 8:30 
a.m., from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m, 
and from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. The 
Student Medication Policy and 
Acknowledgement states that 
if students or their parents fail 
to respect the policy they will 
be reported to the Dean of Stu-
dents for “an appropriate re-
sponse.”

According to Amy Patel, 
Dean of Health and Wellness 
and Chief Medical Officer, stu-
dents are required to visit Sykes 
at certain time frames each day, 
in the morning before classes or 
at night, sometimes after final 
sign-in, to receive their medi-

cations. Patel outlined salient 
points of the policy as well as 
the shifts affecting the way stu-
dents can obtain their medica-
tion. 

“We have shifted our base-
line med dispensing to a dose-
by-dose practice. We also made 
some of the requirements 
clearer, such as registering all 
medications (prescription and 
over-the-counter medications) 
with the Wellness Center and 
individualizing dispensing 
plans with students, parent(s)/
guardian(s), and the healthcare 
provider who prescribes or rec-
ommends the medication(s),” 
wrote Patel in an email to The 
Phillipian.

Patel continued, “We expect 
to see improved compliance 
with taking medication as di-

rected, and students can also 
reach out for support sooner if 
they are having any symptoms 
or side effects. It will require 
that students plan ahead to pick 
up medications, but we are find-
ing that almost all students are 
in and out of the Wellness Cen-
ter in five minutes during the 
morning (which is when most 
medications are taken).”

Students taking medication 
are encountering shifts in their 
daily schedules as a result of the 
policy. Namely, a few report-
ed having to go to Sykes past 
final sign-in with the Office of 
Physical Plant (OPP) because 
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Andover Adjusts to New Cell Phone Policy

Andover’s student body re-
ceived an email around two 
weeks before school official-
ly started, outlining the cell 
phone policy for the 2025-
2026 school year. The email 
stated that phones cannot be 
used during the school day un-
less in an approved area, must 
be outside of the dorm room 
at 11:00 p.m. for lowerclass-
men boarders, and are fully 
prohibited in Paresky Com-
mons food lines or the Garver 
Room in the Oliver Wendell 
Holmes Library (OWHL). The 
policy was created mostly by 
a task force consisting of stu-
dents and faculty.

Susan Esty, Dean of Stu-
dents and Residential Life, 
explained that the reasoning 
behind this change was most-
ly to increase student con-
nection and presence. Esty 
commented on the reasons for 
fully restricting phone usage 
in places such as the Garver 
Room (Silent) and Paresky’s 
lines.  

“In line for food, first, 
there’s the social connection 
piece. Second, what’s hap-
pened in modern life is we 
have paid less attention to 
what’s going on around us 
when we’re on our phones. 
You’re not as efficient go-
ing through the line if you’re 
also looking at your phone. 
It makes a lot of sense to talk 
to your neighbor. Also, when 
you get up to the food and get 
what you want, don’t be on 
your phone and slow down 
the line too,” said Esty. 

Esty continued, “[Garver 
Room], should be silent. Cell 
phones had made it less silent. 
It is really a place of focus. 
You go there for a purpose. 
You don’t go there to just hang 
out. You go to [Garver Room]
because you want that atmo-
sphere. Phones should just 
not be part of that atmosphere 
and silent study.”

Colin Lee ’28 reflected on 
the advantages and disadvan-
tages of the policy so far. Lee 
acknowledged that, while the 
policy’s goal of tackling ex-
cessive phone use is reason-
able, its strictness makes it 

feel controversial. 
“There’s definitely a real 

issue of people being on their 
phones too much, and it’s un-
healthy socially and mentally. 
At the same time, this policy 
is partly overreaching. Parts 
of it seem unnecessary or 
unfair, and not well thought 
through. Perhaps if they had 
made it more lenient or it had 
more exceptions for people to 
use their phones, it would be 
healthier. But I think it does 
address an important issue 
and [works to] improve it,” 
said Lee. 

Cristian Ramirez ’29, 
shared that due to not using 
his phone regularly regardless 
of the policy, his transition 
was relatively easy. However, 
he feels that communication 
of specific guidelines is an is-
sue. Ramirez suggested that 
students should be able to use 
their phone between classes 
as long as they are not walking 
and texting. 

“When I’m in between 
classes and I want to check 
texts to meet up with some-
one to study, and a teacher 
tells me to put my phone away, 
it does get annoying… Usually 
students stay connected and 
communicate with each other 
via their phone, especially be-
cause it’s a campus. You have 
friends in other dorms and 
friends that aren’t currently 
with you. If you want to com-
municate with them you need 
your phone for that,” said 

Ramirez.
Some students felt that the 

policy has been more strictly 
enforced in the OWHL than 
other areas on campus. Ca-
mille Torres Hoven, Director 
of the OWHL, wrote on why 
regulation of phones may 
seem more intense in the li-
brary. She emphasized that 
if students need their phone 
for any academic reason, they 
should talk to librarians be-
forehand or move to a space 
where phones are allowed. 

“From my perspective, it 
probably feels more enforced 
in the library because stu-
dents aren’t following the 
policy here as consistently as 
they do elsewhere. For exam-
ple, I have not seen students in 
[Samuel Phillips Hall] or Gelb 
[Science Center] pull out their 
phones to scroll, text, make 
calls on speaker, etc. but we 
frequently see this happen-
ing in the library. I also think 
there’s been some confusion 
about how the OWHL fits into 
the policy. That said, it’s still 
very early days — hopefully, 
things will feel clearer and 
more consistent soon,” wrote 
Torres Hoven in an email to 
The Phillipian. 

When asked about consis-
tent enforcement, Esty noted 
that the administration can-
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If a student’s phone is confiscated for violating the new policy, they cannot 
pick up their device until 3:00 p.m.

Almost every Andover stu-
dent remembers the moment 
they turned off Main Street and 
into Pan Athletic Center Circle, 
surrounded by a mob of cheering 
students wearing tie-dye shirts 
and covered in face paint. Cel-
ebrating the arrival of new stu-
dents at Orientation Day has been 
a tradition that goes back decades 
at Andover. 

This year, the Dean of Stu-
dents Office changed the se-
lection process for becoming 
an Orientation Leader, making 
participation in Orientation Day 
significantly more selective. Pre-
viously, Seniors were allowed to 
sign up for the position of Ori-
entation Leader, traditionally 
known as “Blue Keys.” This year, 
that system was replaced with a 
predetermined listing of Student 
Leaders (proctors, prefects, day 
student mentors, Equity, Balance, 
and Inclusion (EBI) Seniors, and 
cluster presidents and reps) who 
were already on campus, barring 
regular seniors from participat-
ing in Orientation. 

According to Assistant Dean 
of Students Aya Murata, the ra-
tionale behind the shift from Blue 
Keys to Student Leaders was to 
promote relationships that were 
more likely to last beyond Ori-
entation Day. She explained that 

“enough” faculty reports over the 
years encouraged a rethinking of 
the Orientation process.

“A concern that would come 
up year after year was this sort 
of arbitrary, artificial relation-
ship between the selected Blue 
Keys and their assigned students. 
There wasn’t really any connec-
tive tissue there… We would hear 
from new students or sometimes 
their parents and families that 
they were supposed to have this 
Blue Key to help them through 
orientation, but they were sort of 
MIA,” said Murata.  

Blue Key Heads are Seniors 
who are elected to lead school 
spirit and community events 
within a given school year. Blue 
Key Heads have historically 
played a crucial role in the suc-
cess of orientation day, doing ev-
erything from teaching new stu-
dents cheers to facilitating Blue 
Key and new student activities. 
Isaiah Lee ’19, a former Blue Key 
Head, explained how the new 
policy could overlook many as-
pects of student leadership. 

“My classmates would agree 
that one of the best parts about 
Andover is the number of plac-
es on campus that you can find 
intimate and lasting mentorship. 
A crucial component of that is 
the breadth and diversity of the-

Current and 
Former Students Share 

Mixed Feelings on Changes 
to “Blue Key” Orientation Role 

CADE RUTKOSKE

COURTESY OF PHILLIPS ACADEMY
Instead of being open to the entire Senior class like previous years, only 
student leaders could participate in Orientation.

Campus Community 
Responds to the Assassination 

of Conservative Activist Charlie Kirk

Members of the Andover 
community were shocked by 
the assassination of Charlie 
Kirk, a popular conservative 
activist, on Wednesday. Kirk 
was on the first stop of his 
“The American Comeback 
Tour” at Utah Valley Univer-
sity, and his death has sparked 
discourse on campus and be-
yond.

Eliot Davenport, Instructor 
in Philosophy and Religious 
Studies, detailed how the as-
sassination prompted him 
to change his lesson plan on 
Thursday, opening the floor 
for students to share their 
perspectives on the situation.

“The first thing I did [on 
Thursday] was teach my 
course called ‘Nonviolence 
and Social Change.’ Obviously 
all my students wanted to talk 
about [the assassination]. We 
took the first 45 minutes of 

class to do so, and it was a re-
ally generative conversation. 
Everybody touched on such 
different aspects of it, but 
there was a general feeling in 
the room that nobody should 
ever have to see their partner 
or their father die in such a 
graphic and violent way,” said 
Davenport.

Evan DeMayo ’26 ex-
pressed his disappointment 
with the sensitive content he 
encountered on social media. 
Zooming out, DeMayo also 
reflected on the political im-
plications of Kirk’s assassina-
tion.

“I’ve seen a lot of stuff on 
[X]. On [X], you don’t really 
get to choose what you can 
and can’t see, so unfortunately 
I’ve also seen the actual video 
from the shooting, which is 
upsetting. I’ve seen a lot of 
discourse about gun violence 
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ally worth crying over. Manufac-
turing our problems for scraps 
of attention, we form entire rela-
tionships through conversations 
filled with complaints. Thinking 
these connections will fizzle out 
if we don’t have this one com-
mon ground, we push ourselves 
to maintain our unsustainable 
lifestyles. 

How can we know if some-
one is truly in a crisis if every-
one around us is constantly 
proclaiming their exhaustion 
and stress for approval? When 
pain is performative, real pain 
becomes impossible to spot. We 
risk invalidating those whose 
experiences do not fit the exag-
gerated version of struggle we 
see so often on campus. The only 
hardships we want to have are 
ones we can control, ones that 
don’t impact our academics. It’s 
a twisted situation: we compete 
over who’s suffering the most 
until it comes to tangible, last-
ing things. After exams, discuss-
ing our performance with our 
peers, we let out sighs of relief 

This fall, Andover students returned to 
several new policies: restricting cell phone 
use on campus and regulating the possession 
of medications. The influx of new rules, 
announced right before orientation week, 
frustrated many students. The more pressing 
issue, however, lies in poor execution and 
insufficient communication.

Logistically, some policies seem designed 
to bring students more inconvenience. For 
one, the medication policy, as written in the 
Blue Book, states all over-the-counter and 
prescription drugs must be stored at Sykes and 
distributed to each student on a dose-by-dose 
basis. This new policy has disrupted many 
students’ schedules, forcing students to wake 
up early in the morning and wait in long lines, 
while also compromising student privacy as 
peers can see who receives medication. 

Yet, the problem runs deeper than 
inconvenience. Vague language leaves 
students seeking answers. What medications 
qualify under the policy? What if someone 
unexpectedly needs their medication in the 
middle of the night?

The finer details of the cell phone policy 
reflect similar flaws. For instance, the cell 
phone policy requires lowerclassmen to 
charge their phones outside their rooms at 
night. Because the policy was announced 
a week before orientation, several Prefects 
have to wake the lowerclassmen up in their 
rooms until the alarm clocks that the school 
purchased have been delivered.

  All change comes with a transition 
period, and it’s impossible for the 
administration to plan out everything 

perfectly in advance. Yet the long lines at Sykes 
and lack of alarm clocks make the school seem 
unprepared and lacking in foresight.

The administration has promised to modify 
policies to accommodate student needs, but 
its actions remain unknown. Some students 
with medical conditions were notified that 
they might qualify for exceptions to the cell 
phone policy, but have yet to receive further 
clarification. On the other hand, many 
students also noticed the benchmark for a 
6, across many classes, has been raised to a 
94 percent from last year’s 93 or 92 percent, 
causing students to speculate about a new, 
unannounced grading policy. 

Undoubtedly, there have recently been 
issues revolving around student engagement 
and community. Oftentimes, students are 
engrossed in their phones instead of engaging 
with peers or studying. The phone policy does 
provide a means of forming healthy habits for 
students. The medicine policy does address 
the danger of unregulated medications on 
campus. These policies certainly have merit. 
But without clear communication, uncertainty 
distracts students from the very goals the 
policies aim to achieve. Especially for changes 
that affect so many, we expect better planning, 
or at least, more proactive communication 
from the administration. 

This Editorial represents the opinions of 
The Phillipian vol. CXLVIII.

The Empire Strikes Back!

Editorial

SELENE PARK
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Wake up, go to class, 
eat, study, repeat. 
Our daily routines as 

Andover students are so tragi-
cally generic. As our 75-minute 
class periods merge into days 
and eventually into months, we 
become jaded by the seemingly 
never-ending cycle of school. Ac-
tivities we once threw ourselves 
into now morph into lifeless 
repetition consisting of respon-
sibilities and anxious struggles. 
Eventually, the only emotion re-
maining is stress. Soon after, we 
realize that the bar for achieve-
ment at Andover is impossibly 
high, and as self-doubt creeps in, 
we begin to spiral. But are these 
true existential crises, or just 
performative burnout?

 “What’s the point of all 
this?” This question consistently 
appears in conversations with 
my friends. Andover’s campus 
is often clouded by a pressure 
to perform, to stand out among 
peers, in order to succeed both 
here and in the future. In our 

efforts to reach impossible 
standards, we fall into a habit 
of competing within our own 
friend groups: who’s in the high-
est math level or who partici-
pates the most in a discussion. 
It becomes a chase for valida-
tion that is nonexistent. And in 
the face of constant comparison 
and a burden to win, many of 
us struggle to realize how dis-
tinct each one of us is. Instead, 
we treat not fitting the mold of 
the ideal “Andover student” as a 
personal failure. 

This pressure creates a 
harmful illusion of universal-
ity. We act like everyone is go-
ing through the same thing, like 
we’re all in crisis, but that’s just 

not true. Andover has cultivated 
a culture for students to glam-
orize unhealthy behaviors, nor-
malizing an environment where 
students brag about four hours 
of sleep and skipping meals to 
cram for a test. It has become 
just another competition, one 
where students battle to be the 
most overworked, the most 
burned out. 

This idolization of struggle 
can make it difficult to distin-
guish whether our actions are 
a result of stress or whether it 
is because of our desire to fit in 
with and relate to our peers. You 
bask in the spotlight after shar-
ing how you pulled yet another 
all-nighter, the bags under your 
eyes dissipating ever so slightly 
as you get showered in concern. 
After tests, you rush to your 
friends to rant about how awful-
ly you did, reveling in sympathy. 

We never stop to consider if 
we actually need to stay up five 
extra hours just to finish two 
more assignments. Never ques-
tion whether a low six was actu-

after hearing someone did worse 
than us. Though we say we failed 
and that we probably did worse 
than they did, we shudder at the 
thought of receiving anything 
short of perfection. 

While performative pain is 
often self-inflicted, it doesn’t 
make it any less harmful. When 
students exaggerate their stress 
to fit into Andover’s culture of 
overachievement, they hurt not 
just themselves but also warp 
the collective understanding of 
what true crisis looks like. But 
this also doesn’t mean real pain 
doesn’t exist in our campus. In 
fact, the louder performative 
struggles become, the more in-
visible the genuine ones become. 
As our campus normalizes con-
stant exhaustion, we risk drown-
ing out students who are silently 
burning out. 

We need to be more honest 
with ourselves, because not ev-
ery challenge needs a trophy. 
Sometimes, it’s ok to finish your 
work at 3 am without telling any-
one. And by creating a space for 
quieter forms of vulnerability, 
we dislodge our habit of con-
stantly broadcasting our strug-
gles. Especially at a place like 
Andover, it is necessary for stu-
dents to be careful not to confuse 
performance for pain. 

Are We Really Crashing Out?

We act like everyone is 
going through the same 
thing, like we’re all in 
crisis, but that’s not 

true.

Selene Park is a Lower from 
Seoul, South Korea. Contact the 
author at jpark128@andover.
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A major part of the board-
ing school experience, time-
management, prepares students 
for college environments and 
a work-life balance. Andover 
prides itself in raising students 
that exude studious discipline 
and academic excellence. Yet, 
we’ve recently found ourselves 
told that we can’t be trusted 
with our primary means of com-
munication and entertainment, 
too addicted to keep any bit of 
independence. A controversial 
policy that removes phones 
from students might want to 
seek a survey of the students (its 
beneficiaries) right? But wasn’t 
the answer a 95 percent agreed, 
confidently resounding “No”?

Independence is a gift and 
notion that Andover students 
should exemplify. I mean, the 
student that’s studious, main-
tains good relations with teach-
ers, or is driven to learn will 
almost never hop on Roblox 
during lectures or class discus-
sions. Andover’s website claims 
that “Academic excellence is the 
hallmark of an Andover educa-
tion”. Not only does this mean 
that students driven to succeed 
will likely not scroll during 
study hours in study centers or 
during classes—it also implies 
that keeping us from a tool for 
communication and learning 
is the only way to ensure that 
we can maintain such a level 
of “diligence,” a misconception 

that misdirects the real prob-
lem at hand, self-discipline. 
There is no denying that there 
are students who allow phones 
to get in the way of their aca-
demics, but the school should 
still refrain from enforcing a 
policy that removes a sense of 
security and only benefits a very 
small minority. Only supported 
by five percent of Andover, this 
policy tells students, “You’re not 
capable of controlling your own 
education, so we’re babysitting 
the ‘best/brightest’ students.” 
What message are they sending 
if we have no seat at the logical 
decision table? 

Alternative methods, such as 
a pocket chart, allow for inter-
mittent texts or notifications, 

but don’t address how we have 
the intellectual capability to, in-
stead of scrolling on our phones, 
scroll on our laptops or tablets. 
We can use technology for both 
productivity and research, as 
well as a distraction, making 
the removal of phones just as 
pointless as removing access to 
technology altogether. Compa-
rably, if someone drowns in a 
pool, does that mean we should 
get rid of pools for everyone? 
People who learn how to swim 
(representing phone-discipline 
in this analogy) use the pool as 
a means to exercise, compete, 
and relax. Banning all pools isn’t 
the answer, but rather, teaching 
people how to swim. If someone 
doesn’t want to learn how to 

swim but still wants to go into 
the pool, then it makes sense 
to take away pool privileges for 
that one person. Removing one 
device of convenience cuts open 
a hydra head of other distrac-
tions. This ensures a fruitless 
effort to force students to magi-
cally obtain a bright, curious 
mindset by taking away a conve-
nient search engine, calculator, 
and communication. Is this an-
other feel-good policy that ad-
dresses the wrong problems for 
the wrong people, and are we 
trying to stay put in an archaic, 
obsolete policy that addresses 
something nobody wants?

Signed, Matthew Wei ’28
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Dear current and as-
piring Commentary 
writers,

Like a gladiator entering 
the Colosseum, navigating 
through the seas of opinion 
can be daunting and even ter-
rifying. You are exposed to the 
scrutinizing gaze of specta-
tors as they judge every sen-
tence and opinion in your ar-
ticle. Yet there is more within 
the arena than the mere spec-
tacle of chaos: courage perme-
ates from all those contend-
ing. That very courage allows 
these articles, in a place so 
driven by forward momen-
tum, to force reflection on the 
future, lend the past new clar-
ity, and challenge the pres-
ent to bear its weight. Com-
mentary is not just a place to 
post campus gripes or simple 
opinions, but perhaps one of 
the most valuable forums at 
Andover: the place where stu-
dents invest intentional en-
ergy on the page, assert their 
stance, and invite the commu-
nity to wrestle with them.

That said, dare to step out 
of your circle and challenge 
the proponents of conformity: 
the one that does not settle 
for repeating what is already 
accepted; it pushes into less 
comfortable ground. Though 

unavoidable in writing, this 
section must strive to discuss 
against the tide or the more 
widely accepted argument. 

The primary roadblock to 
reaching unique arguments is 
fear. The fear of judgment, of 
being wrong, and of looking 
at something different tends 
to produce clichéd narratives 
that throw away the purpose 
and spark that commentary 
has to offer. 

Furthermore, step into 
others’ shoes to analyze the 
struggles surrounding us. At 
first glance, the glory of Ando-
ver blinds writers from criti-
cally analyzing its problems. 
The campus seems accessible, 
the classes all informative, 
and the students inclusive. 
Though many of these privi-
leges remain true, problems 

still exist. For instance, for an 
able–bodied student, climb-
ing the steep slope of Pine 
Knoll or the many staircases 
in dorms without elevators 

might be merely annoying. 
However, for the disabled 
community members, the lack 
of accessible structures de-
termine their ability to attend 
classes, socialize with friends, 
and enjoy meals. Likewise, the 
rooted issues in this campus 
can only be identified by ob-
serving others’ lives and em-
pathizing with niche strug-
gles. As commentary writers, 
we have a duty to discuss top-
ics beyond the surface. Thus, 
the ability to not merely lis-
ten but to empathize with the 
community members enables 
writers to represent the un-
derrepresented. 

Commentary must reflect 
genuine intent. The best ar-
ticles are not merely written 
to fill a box or meet a word 
count; they stem from convic-
tion. Why has the writer cho-
sen to invest their time in this 
subject? What lies at stake for 
them, for their peers, for their 
community? This year, The 
Phillipian’s Commentary sec-

tion requires pieces that car-
ry emotional weight. When a 
writer incorporates their per-
sonal voice, history, and even 
risk into their work, it reso-
nates far more deeply than 
when it hides behind guard-
rails— which may shield us, 
but also silence us. Authen-
ticity in expression draws 
in the audience and encour-
ages them to reflect on their 
own perspectives, fostering a 
deeper dialogue about the is-
sues at hand.

In this year’s commentary 
section of The Phillipian, we 
hope to see more bold, origi-
nal writing. Many times, ar-
ticles adhere to safe narra-
tives that feel “correct,” while 
more unique perspectives 
get dismissed or overlooked. 
However, evoking emotions 
in readers serves as a sub-
stantially more critical goal 
than simply pleasing them. 
Throw away the fear of being 

different and don’t settle for 
conformity. See every com-
mentary article as a chance 
to bring about powerful emo-
tions, both positive and nega-
tive. The most worthwhile 

experiences are not the times 
when readers nod and smile at 
the article, but when it rings 
a bell of discussion.  So dare 
to be the tall, ugly weed. Dare 
to stand alone, tall and free. 
Commentary exists for you to 
express your opinions openly. 
Your perspective, no matter 
how different, matters, and 
putting it on the page is what 
gives this section its strength 
and purpose.

Writers often shy away 
from commentary due to fear, 
the fear of potential criticism. 
Perhaps this letter adds pres-
sure on your shoulders to 
meet the high bar of a “good” 
commentary article. Yet, just 
as the gladiator steps into 
the Colosseum, the burden 
to write well can feel crush-
ing. When that weight comes 
crumbling down, read this ar-
ticle, consider its advice. Dare 
to know, dare to be new, dare 
to reveal. Commentary opens 
her hands to the most daring 
souls of them all. 

Signed, 
Konnor Fortini, Jeannie 

Kang, Ian Kim

GEMMA PARK / THE PHILLIPIAN

The fear of judgement, 
of being wrong, and of 
looking at something 

different tends to 
produce clichéd 

narratives that throw 
awat the purpose and 

spark that commentary 
has to offer. 

When a writer 
incorporates their 

personal voice, history, 
and even risk into 

their work, it resonates 
far more deeply than 
when it hides behind 
guardrails — which 

may shield us, but also 
silence us.

Your perspective, no 
matter how different, 
matters, and putting 

it on the page is what 
gives this section its 

strength and purpose.
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Most schools in the 
U.S. follow the tra-
ditional school 

calendar, with around nine 
months of school, big seasonal 
holidays, and summer breaks. 
Recently, there has been a 
rise in the number of schools 
that started implementing 
the “year-round” system, 
which utilizes a series of small 
breaks throughout the year in 
order to keep students more 
consistently in school.  Those 
who support the system point 
out the fact that many stu-
dents in the standard school 
calendar forget the content 
they consumed during the 
school year over long breaks, 
especially throughout the ex-
tensive summer break. Others 
who support the year-round 
education system also say that 
the students who are a part 
of year-round school perform 
better through learning con-
sistently at school, as shown 
in a study by the NIH. How-
ever, the studies on enhanced 
academic performance of 
year-round schools that exist 
don’t have clear evidence that 
it would benefit the majority 
of students in school. Rather, 
it has been studied that those 
from lower-income families 

or schools with less resources 
may benefit. The lack of any 
research that demonstrates 
a clear need for a year-round 
education for most schools 
strongly suggests that Ando-
ver will not need to consider 
or partake in the new school 
system that has recently been 
gaining traction. This is be-
cause Andover’s system for 
learning helps prevent stu-
dents from forgetting what 
they learned, and the time that 
year-round school takes away 
from students will only  n e g -
atively affect them. 

As a Junior, something that 
I immediately noticed was 
the discussion-packed way of 
learning in my classes. I no-
ticed that the main form of 
learning here was often made 

up of discussions with my fel-
low peers and teachers. Not 
only did this method of learn-
ing provide a much more en-
gaging way to learn new con-
tent, it also helped me and 
my peers recall things even 
after long periods of time. 
This contrasted greatly with 
what it was like in my public 
middle school. I was used to a 
system where memorization 
was valued, so it was easy to 
simply forget the informa-
tion that I had crammed into 
my head. After returning from 
the Thanksgiving and Winter 
breaks, I didn’t find it diffi-
cult to dive straight back into 
classes because I could retain 
the information I learned be-
fore break. Although it has 
taken me and my classmates 
some time to readjust our-
selves for school after the ex-
tensive summer break, that 
transition period is miniscule, 
and the cons to year-round 
school combat the issue of a 
long summer vacation.

A problem that arises when 
considering year-round school 
for a diverse place like An-
dover is that going to school 
throughout the entirety of the 
year will distance students 
from their families, especially 

Andover does not Need Year-Round School: Here’s Why.
for those from far away 
places. 75 percent of 
the school is com-
prised of boarding 
students, with many 

coming from out 
of state and even 

the country. It is 
simply not fea-

sible to have 
international 
students stay 
at nearby 
h o t e l s , 
rental plac-

es, etc. due 
to many rea-

sons, like the cost 
of doing so. Andover 

itself also doesn’t have the 
resources, like having a large 
number of consistent host 
families to help house the in-
ternational student body over 
the shorter breaks. Although 
our education and being part 
of the Andover community 
are important, it’s also crucial 
that all students have suffi-
cient time to maintain strong 
relationships with their com-
munity back home. This issue 
isn’t just for boarding students 

either. Although day students 
return home every night, the 
year-round school system 
will still cause them to be on 
campus frequently, limiting 
the amount of time they get 
to spend with family. Having 
longer breaks spaced through-
out the school year guarantees 

students quality time to spend 
with their family and friends.

Another conflict with the 
year-round school system is 
that in the summer, many An-
dover students will participate 
in amazing summer programs 
that call to the curiosity and 
willingness to learn that ev-
ery student here possesses. 
The year-round school system 
will prevent students from at-
tending the majority of sum-
mer programs because they 
lack time. Although Andover 
offers many opportunities to 
learn about a diverse array of 
different topics and subjects, 
there’s always more to ex-
plore and learn, which can be 
found in summer programs or 
camps. I personally plan on at-
tending a music program over 
the summer in order to further 
refine my skills as a musician, 
and many students will also 
go to programs that interest 
them. Often, these programs 
span across several weeks to 
ensure that their participants 
can immerse themselves in the 
programs’ offerings, but hav-
ing school year-round elimi-
nates the option of attending 
such camps, and this can eas-
ily dampen or diminish the 
passions of many Andover stu-
dents. 

Although year-round 
school calendars are starting 
to be implemented into more 
schools across the United 
States with good intentions, 
Andover’s students will con-
tinue to thrive with the tradi-
tional system while fostering 
their yearning to learn and 
steadily building healthy re-
lationships with the people in 
their lives. 

Andover’s system for 
learning helps prevent 

students from forgetting 
what they learned, and 

the time that year-
round school takes away 
from students will only 
negatively affect them.

Ryan Baek is a Lower from 
Woodstock, Md. Contact the au-
thor at ibaek28@andover.edu.

I noticed that
the main form of 

learning here
was often made up

of discussions
with my fellow peers

and teachers.

gkim27@andover.edu
cdavis27@andover.edu
akim27@andover.edu

CARINA PAIK / THE PHILLIPIAN
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student body. It’s reductive and 
borderline offensive to the rest 
of the Senior class to suggest that 
Student leader Blue Keys are cat-
egorically more capable or likely 
to form long term relationships 
with new students. If the goal re-
ally is to promote meaningful re-
lationships between Seniors and 
new students, then new students 
should be given as many oppor-
tunities to connect with the right 
person for them as possible. The 
change to the tradition is strictly 
counterproductive,” Lee wrote in 
an email to The Phillipian.

 In an email addressed to the 
Senior Class of 2026 on May 30, 
Murata communicated that Ori-
entation Leadership would only 
be opened up to those with stu-
dent leadership roles. 

She wrote, “This change is 
for this formal and limited role 
only. We know and appreciate 
that it takes all Seniors to set the 
tone during the opening weeks 
of school by welcoming and sup-
porting new students, leading by 
example, and upholding a culture 
of care, kindness, and inclusivity. 
In fact, we invite all returning 
students to cheer on the new stu-
dents as they walk into the Co-
chran Chapel for their Matricula-
tion Ceremony.”

Will Ennis ’19, another for-
mer Blue Key Head, reflected on 
the change in Orientation policy. 
When asked to compare the Ma-
triculation Ceremony to Orien-
tation Day, he commended the 
effort to bring students together, 
yet highlighted several key differ-
ences between the two. 

“First of all, I’m glad they did 
something. You need some sort 

of way to bring out the breadth 
of campus, and it’s nice that they 
got it in some fashion. [However], 
I don’t think it’s equivalent at all. 
Not to put too blunt a point on it, 
but it’s not… You can’t quite rep-
licate the way everyone feels get-
ting back to campus, all dressed 
up together, colorful, and stand-
ing on the corner,” said Ennis. 

Ennis also provided his opin-
ion on the rationale behind the 
switch that aimed to prioritize 
fostering relationships between 
students. While he acknowl-
edged that he understood the 
reasoning, he pointed out several 
aspects of student relationships 
that may have been left out of 
consideration. 

“I do understand the senti-
ment. I don’t think that they’re 
entirely wrong that the Blue 
Key-Freshman relationship is 
one that by its nature has a ton 
of staying-power. It’s probably 
correct that it tends to be a little 
more transitory, [but] I disagree 
on the fact that that is a problem. 
One great thing about Andover is 
you are going to have opportuni-
ties to form strong mentor-men-
tee friendships across grades. You 
have your whole Freshman year 
to get to know the Upperclass-
men, [and] those kinds of rela-
tionships form naturally and are 
strengthened over the course of 
the year,” said Ennis. 

He added, “It feels like an 
overcorrection. You’re just not 
getting the level of benefit to 
substantiate a decision to lock all 
these people out of being a Blue 
Key who would have wanted to 
be a part of it and would have 
made the experience stronger for 
all the Freshmen.”

Due to the fact that she doesn’t 
hold a Leadership Position, Phia 
Cutler ’26 is one Senior who was 
disappointed to learn that she 

couldn’t participate in Orienta-
tion Day. As a day student living 
near campus, Cutler decided to 
go to the corner despite not re-
ceiving a traditional tie dye shirt. 
She commented on the decline in 
turnout.

“I definitely think that there 
used to be a lot more people there. 
Just visually you can tell. The 
amount of people can change the 
amount of energy that you get. In 
the past I’ve literally been able to 
hear the cheering from my house, 
but this year I couldn’t. When I 
went there, I could hear Drum-
line, but that was it,” said Cutler. 

She continued, “When I was 
on the corner, there were only 
about 20 people on my side and 
20 people on the other side. It’s 
usually half the Senior class there, 
so it definitely made a difference.”

Lee ’19 reflected on the pur-
pose of Orientation Day. He re-
called the importance of feeling 
welcomed, especially as a Fresh-
man in an environment that is 
new and away from home. 

“The whole tradition is about 
giving the right first impression. 
Anyone who knows what it feels 
like to show up on that first day 
as a 13 or 14 year old kid and be 
greeted so warmly by what feels 
like a majority of the senior class 
who, by the way, have voluntarily 
elected to return to school ear-
ly (which, if you think about it, 
is kind of insane and probably 
doesn’t happen in many other 
high schools). The tradition in-
stantly communicates to that 
new student sitting in their par-
ents’ car that Andover is a place 
where people genuinely want to 
be, and that it’s a place that wants 
you to be there. That is the right 
first impression,” wrote Lee in an 
email to The Phillipian.

Blue Key Head Alumni 
Comment on Orientation Changes

Continued from A1, Column 5

not monitor every space but 
expects community members 
to follow rules. She expressed 
her hope that students will 
uphold the policy to better 
the community. 

“We can’t be everywhere all 
the time, but it’s our expecta-
tion that people are upholding 
the phone free times and the 
phone free spaces. If they’re 
not, they’re not. The policy is 
really designed to be for the 
health and wellbeing of the 
community. On some level, we 
have to trust that people want 
health and wellbeing for our 
community,” said Esty. 

Going forward, Esty ex-
plained that the school plans 
to monitor how the policy un-

folds over the year before re-
assessing. She mentioned the 
positive effects other schools 
have seen after regulating cell 
phone use, expressing opti-
mism that Andover might also 
see benefits. 

“We will see how things 
are going through the year 
and at the end of the year and 
see where we are. We were 
hardly the first school to re-
strict cell phone usage. My 
understanding from not only 
peer schools, but from public 
schools, and other kinds of 
schools, is that they find they 
are happier, healthier, more 
productive, and just perform 
better all around with some 
limitations or regulation of 
cell phone use. I suspect we 
may find similar results for 
us,” said Esty.  

Continued from A1, Column 3

Faculty Expressed 
Optimism about Phone Policy

and his positioning on gun vi-
olence. That gun violence has 
now affected him, and maybe 
that’s going to change the pro-
jection of the Republican par-
ty,” said DeMayo. 

DeMayo continued, “Char-
lie Kirk was a transformation-
al figure in American politics, 
not necessarily for all, but this 
represents that if you speak 
your mind in America, you’re 
in danger, which is against 
our core values.”

Co-President of the Ando-
ver Conservative Club, Kat-
erina Browder ’26 raised con-
cerns over the response she’s 
seen on the internet. Browder 
noted that many have ap-
proached online discourse 
with a lack of empathy.

“A lot of people have been 
talking about [the assassina-
tion] and his views. Some peo-
ple have been making jokes 
about it which is a bit insen-
sitive. Although a lot of peo-
ple don’t agree with his views, 
his main thing was trying to 

get people to have political 
conversations. Some things 
should be kept offline,” said 
Browder.

Given the charged nature 
of the situation, Davenport 
offered students advice on 
how to process their emo-
tions. Davenport underscored 
the Andover community as a 
source of support.

“We are all living through 
this chaos for the first time. 
I don’t actually know how to 
navigate the situation… I’ve 
never seen anything quite like 
this happen in my life. The 
best I can say — we’re all go-
ing through it together at the 
same time. Something that’s 
really cool about Andover is 
that we not only study togeth-
er, but we live together. You’re 
in community. Talk to people,” 
said Davenport.

Amy Patel, Dean of Health 
and Wellness and Chief Med-
ical Officer, wrote in an email 
to The Phillipian, “Students 
should reach out to their point 
person, anyone on the Sykes 
Wellness team, or any other 
trusted adult if they want to 
talk or need support.”

Students Criticize 
Online Negative Discourse

Continued from A1, Column 2

their medication has to be tak-
en before they go to sleep, while 
some others reported having to 
wait in line before classes in the 
morning. Mia Isacson ’26 elab-
orated on her experience with 
accessing her medication. 

“[My schedule] has changed 
so much. I take my medication 
before I go to bed, so either my 
whole schedule gets messed up 
because I have to go earlier or 
I have to take a Campus Safety 
car to Sykes before I go to bed… 
I don’t think the policy makes 
sense for Seniors and Uppers, 
because [there are] girls who 
take birth control in the morn-
ing. There is too much of a line 
[to get medication]. I go there, 
and although the whole [point 
of this] process is just to make 
sure people are taking their 
medication, that’s not happen-
ing. There [are] so many people 
[that the policy] is not helping. 
Facing the facts, Sykes has a 
hard time finding out who or 
where [to give the medication]. 
It’s a mess. It’s impossible. 
And [Campus Safety] is under-
staffed,” said Isacson.

Some students have also ex-
pressed the inconvenience of 
having to go to Sykes daily to 
receive dosages, and the lack of 
privacy they experience as a re-
sult, since other students wait-
ing to get their medication see 
them in line. Charlie Gillick ’27 
explained how the policy would 
possibly impact his daily rou-
tine in the future.

“Especially [in the] win-
ter, which is when everybody 
starts getting a little bit sick, 
that’s usually the season when I 
take some Advil three days per 
week… I’m going to try to deal 
with it because it’s a pain going 
to Sykes every morning to get 

some Advil. I’m going to try, but 
if I can’t, I’ll end up just having 
to go to Sykes. That would pretty 
drastically change my morning 
routine. I’ll have to get up earli-
er. Especially as a cross-country 
athlete, I need my sleep, so it’ll 
be unfortunate… Having your 
medication in your room is also 
helpful so that you don’t need 
to call up Sykes and go through 
that whole process to test you 
[and] see what’s going on,” said 
Gillick. 

Reflecting on the policy, Gil-
lick acknowledged the need 
for some form of regulation on 
medications on campus. He 
shared his thoughts on how the 
policy has affected and will con-
tinue to affect the entire school 
community, as well as improve-
ments that could be made.

“Overall, it makes sense to 
not completely trust kids [with 
their medication] for safety rea-
sons… Maybe allowing students 
to have a controlled amount in 
their dorms could be a good 
idea. For example, I could last 
a week on maybe six Advil, that 
would probably get me through 
a week. At the start of a Monday, 
I would go in, get my weekly 
Advil, and then that would get 
me through the week, and if the 
worry is overdose, there’s no 
way to overdose on six tablets. 
They could hand out the tablets 
in moderation and keep track 
of how much students have at a 
time,” said Gillick.

Accordingly, Patel conveyed 
a willingness for Sykes to take 
responsibility for any issues that 
may arise due to the policy. 

“We put a lot of thought 
into the new procedures ahead 
of time to try to anticipate and 
address complications or chal-
lenges. We are prepared to ad-
dress anything that comes to 
our attention,” said Patel.

Continued from A1, Column 5

Medicine Policy 
Causes Changes in Daily 

Schedules For Many Students

After three days of orien-
tation, 23 new faculty offi-
cially joined Andover for the 
2025-2026 school year. Six 
new Teaching Fellows and ten 
new instructors have begun 
teaching classes, coaching 
sports, and complementing 
and counseling in dorms as 
the school year takes off.

Marie Collette, Teaching 
Fellow in the Classics De-
partment, noted the teach-
er-student interactions she 
observed when she visited 
Andover a few months ago. 
Though she was not always 
familiar with the preparatory 
school world, Collette shared 
her curiosity toward the 
boarding school lifestyle.

“I had never looked into 
boarding school very much, 
so it was all very new to me. 
When I came for my inter-
view, it was my first time get-
ting to see how a boarding 
school works. I really liked it… 
as someone who’s still in the 
learning process of becoming 
a teacher, it [provides] full 
immersion in this school life, 
and getting to see students as 
students in classrooms, but 
also playing the sports they 
love, going about their days, 
and hanging out with friends. 
It’s just a different environ-
ment than other schools,” said 
Collette.

Colin Phelan, Instructor in 
History and Social Science, 
described a memorable mo-
ment in a History 300 class. 
He expressed appreciation 
for the curiosity students dis-
played.

“My Uppers [in] first peri-
od did an excellent job with 
our class discussion. [In] the 
discussion this morning, we 
were talking about big ques-
tions like ‘What is History’ 
and ‘What is U.S. History,’ 
and they came so prepared… I 
think that’s why a lot of teach-
ers come here, because the 
students are excellent, and 
it’s a teacher’s dream to work 
with students who really want 
to learn and want to consider 
big questions,” said Phelan.

Many new faculty also un-
derscored the kindness of 
the other members of their 
department. Zephyr Gilm-
ore, Teaching Fellow in the 
Department of Mathematics, 
Statistics, and Computer Sci-
ence, recalled the welcome he 
received soon after arriving 
on campus.

“The first day that all the 
returning faculty were back, 
there were three faculty in the 

math department that remem-
bered my name, and were like, 
‘Hey, good to see you back, 
Zephyr,’ as I was walking by 
across the street. It was cra-
zy, because I was here for a 
single day six months ago, so 
the fact that they remembered 
and cared showed how close 
the community is and how 
thoughtful people are,” said 
Gilmore.

With the commencement 
of classes, Ben Cashen, In-
structor in Physics, is aim-
ing to settle into the year’s 
rhythm. He hoped to focus 
on instruction and getting to 
know more members of the 
campus community.

“I’m really excited to get 
into teaching mode, getting 
the students excited about 
physics, honing the [teach-
ing] craft a little bit. Also, [I’m 
excited to get] to know ev-
eryone and integrate into the 
community a little bit more. 
Everything has sort of been 
thrown at me so fast that I’m 
excited to catch my breath 
and just continue building re-
lationships with my students,” 
said Cashen.

Similarly, Lakshmi Jai, In-
structor in Physics, conveyed 
her excitement to teach and 
conduct hands-on physics 
labs. At the same time, she 
looks forward to coaching the 

Girls JV1 Soccer team.
“I’m really excited to be 

there at the soccer tourna-
ments. I don’t really have that 
much experience with coach-
ing, so I’m just really excited 
to cheer the girls on and sup-
port them,” said Jai.

Looking to the future, 
Maya Darville, Instructor in 
History and Social Science, 
hopes to improve her peda-
gogical practices by learning 
from those around her. She 
highlighted the high caliber 
of the faculty around her.

“The faculty that are in 
my department, the teaching 
faculty here, are just so wise 
and intelligent, and if I could 
learn anything from them to 
add to my own teaching prac-
tice, that’s something that I 
would be able to look forward 
to and be excited about,” said 
Darville.

Andover Welcomes 23 New Faculty to Campus

NIKI TAVAKOLI

N. TAVAKOLI/THE PHILLIPIAN
Pictures of new faculty are displayed in the Dean of Studies Office.
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10 Questions with 
Rebecca Bowers

Rebecca Bowers is a teaching fellow in the Mathematics, Statistics, and Computer Science 
department, a house counselor in Johnson Hall, and an assistant coach for Nordic Skiing and 
Distance Track. Before joining Andover in 2024, Bowers was a teaching assistant and tutor at 
Brown University, participating in undergraduate research on wildfire prediction systems. In 

her free time, Bowers enjoys playing the violin, tennis, walking, and listening to music.

What initially drew you 
to teaching and coach-

ing at Andover?

I didn’t exactly know 
what I wanted to do after 

graduating, but I had 
always loved high school 
math. It sounded really 

fun, and after I came and 
visited for a day, I defi-
nitely wanted to come 

here. The Nordic [Skiing] 
team also drew me [to An-
dover]. One of my favorite 
memories [as an assistant 

coach for Nordic] was 
definitely the home race 

that we hosted. It was 
super fun to host the race, 

and there was a bunch 
of music, and a bunch of 
people came out. It was 
really exciting because I 
feel like Nordic doesn’t 
always get that recogni-

tion.

What’s special about 
coaching and teaching 

at the same time?

The students here and 
the faculty really care 

about the extracurricu-
lars they’re involved in, 

whether it’s art or sports. 
You can find so many 

connections and commu-
nity with your students, 
[such as] showing up at 

their games or coming to 
their performances, and 
that’s something that I 

didn’t expect. Also, I get 
to know faculty outside 
of the math department, 

and it’s really easy to 
bond with students over a 
shared interest in a sport 
or activity. Even though 
I love math, not all stu-
dents share my enthusi-
asm for it, so it’s nice to 
participate in something 

where everyone is excited 
about skiing, running, or 

cycling.  

When you were at 
Brown University, you 

were also a teaching 
assistant and tutor. How 

do you think these ex-
periences shaped your 

perspective on math and 
teaching?

[My] experience as a 
teaching assistant [at 

Brown University] in par-
ticular helped a lot with 

helping students one-
on-one in a conference 

setting. Being a teaching 
assistant was a lot of un-
derstanding what wasn’t 
clicking for one student.  

You were in the Brown 
University Orchestra. 
What instrument did 

you play and what was 
your favorite part of be-

ing in the orchestra?

I played the violin in 
the orchestra at Brown. 

It was a lovely escape 
from all the other college 

stuff that was going on, 
twice a week to just go to 

rehearsal and play music 
with a bunch of other 

people who also love to 
play music. We got to 

perform the Bruch Violin 
Concerto my senior year, 

so that was really cool. 
It was a really wonderful 

opportunity to discon-
nect, be present, and en-
joy some beautiful music 

with others. 

What’s your favorite 
band?

My favorite band is Vam-
pire Weekend. I started 
listening to them when 
I was in middle school, 

mostly because my broth-
er listened to them and I 
thought his music taste 
was super cool. A lot of 

my musical favorites I’ve 
stolen from my brother.  

What areas are you 
passionate about, and 

why are you passionate 
about them? 

Our world is in a very 
data-driven phase right 

now, which I think is 
great in a lot of ways, and 

really interesting. Es-
pecially with [Artificial 

Intelligence], I was doing 
my research right before 

a bunch of large-language 
models came out. I’m 

interested and hopeful 
about this idea of, in the 

context of climate change, 
being able to predict 

events. There’s a lot of 
opportunity there to pre-

vent really serious climate 
events, rather than just 

responding to them.

You were involved with 
undergraduate research 

on wildfire prediction 
systems. Why did you 
focus on these areas, 

and what was the most 
fascinating part of the 

process?

I went through a phase in 
college where I was really 

interested in environ-
mental science, but I still 
wanted to study math, so 
the research was sort of a 
way to blend my interest 
in environmental science 
with my math education. 
I was interested in wild-

fires in particular because 
I’m from Colorado, which 

is a very wildfire-prone 
area, and there was a lab 

that was already doing 
wildfire research. [The 

most fascinating part was] 
the degree to which some 

people are such experts 
in that field, and they 

know so much about this 
very specific thing, about 

this one tiny wildfire 
prediction system. Re-

search can seem so spe-
cific and niche at times, 

and there’s so much of it, 
which I think was kind of 

mind-blowing to me. 

What do you enjoy 
about being a house 

counselor?

I really love living with 
students, or just being 
in the dorm. It’s kind 

of similar to what I was 
talking about with dif-

ferent personalities and 
classes. Dorms also have 
different personalities. 

Teaching Fellows are usu-
ally younger, so we add 

another dimension to the 
dorm team that might not 
be there. We’re a different 
type of adult that students 
can connect with. I have a 
really specific role in the 

dorm in that way. Another 
thing I enjoy about house 

counseling is getting to 
see students in a more 

relaxed setting. There’s 
a completely different 
side to students that 

comes out in the dorm 
that I don’t get to see in 
class. Also, students in 

the dorm are really funny. 
I’m laughing all the time 

while I’m on duty.

How do you adapt your 
teaching method based 

on the class?

I think [my] teaching 
method doesn’t change 
as much based on lev-

el as it does, but it does 
based on the vibe of the 
class. Some of my class-

es are really talkative 
and outgoing and want 
to collaborate a lot, and 

some other classes like to 
work on their own a little 

bit more. It’s just really 
based on the personality 

of the class that I dif-
ferentiate my teaching… 
[When teaching], I try to 
begin by referencing as 

much background mate-
rial as possible to remind 

the students what they 
already know and where 
this new math is coming 
from, and really break it 
down into the different 

components. 

If you could teach a 
totally random class at 
Andover not related to 
math, what would you 

teach and why?

I would teach a rack-
et sports class, and we 

would just play a different 
racket sport every week 
like pickleball, tennis, 

squash, padel, badminton, 
or ping pong. There are so 
many of them, and I want 
to play them all, but never 

have enough time.

E. LIU/THE PHILLIPIAN
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Last Wednesday marked 
the official opening of cam-
pus for the ’25-’26 school year, 
with new students driving 
up to Snyder welcomed by 
cheers erupting on both sides 
of the road from the orienta-
tion leaders. The new students 
were also invited to several 
orientation events welcoming 
them to the school.

As a Blue Key Head, Frank 
Hu ’26 arrived on campus sev-
eral days early to prepare for 
the new arrivals. In the days 
leading up to Wednesday, he 
attended meetings and lead-
ership training to plan the 
logistics of orientation itself. 
On Wednesday, he cheered on 
new students as one of the fig-
ureheads of school spirit. 

“On the day of the actual 
new students, all the Blue Key 
Heads gathered in the den at 
7:45 alongside the other ori-
entation leaders [with] face 
paint, getting shirts on and 
getting hype. Then from 8:30 
to 11:30, we were just yelling 
at that intersection between 
Main Street and Snyder. We 
were screaming at cars, I total-
ly lost my voice. It went well, 
given the amount of energy we 
Blue Key Heads put into it.” 

Tommy Parr ’29, a new 
student in Eaton Cottage, de-
scribed feeling welcome to the 

Andover community. The ori-
entation activities helped him 
adjust to his new life and he 
found that the overall set-up 
facilitated a smooth move-in 
experience. 

“[The move-in] went well. 
The prefects who were already 
there helped us move in boxes, 
and the room was really well 
set up when we got there. It 
was fun learning about all the 
different events and programs 
that are here at Andover. I’m 
looking forward to the music 
programs and the ensembles 
that are starting this week,” 
said Parr. 

One returning student, 
Daniel Liu ’28, contrasted this 
year’s move-in process with 
last year’s. He noted that the 
reduced amount of time to ad-
just was apparent, but thanked 
his house counselors for facili-
tating the process.

“Compared to last year, 
the move-in process was a bit 
more hectic. I had less time 
since new students are given 
one or two [extra] days to ac-
climate better. I moved in the 
day before classes, so I had 
a lot of packages waiting for 
me that I had to set up, lots of 
furniture, and lots of organi-
zational stuff. My house coun-
selors helped streamline the 
process, [making it] more con-
venient overall,” said Liu. 

Alessandro Reverdito ’29 
was satisfied with the move-
in process but commented 
that the icebreakers felt stale 

at times. He made suggestions 
to improve the activities in or-
der to maximize efficiency and 
fun. 

“Personally, I found some of 
the icebreaker activities to be 
repetitive. If there were slight-
ly different activities then I 
would have gotten a chance to 
know some people a bit better 
and faster. If there was a more 
organization, because even 
when we were going around, 
not everyone was sure about 
where to go. More preparation 
would have helped to make the 
whole experience more use-
ful,” said Reverdito.

Reverdito continued, “My 
Andover experience has been 
a relatively smooth transi-
tion, considering how big of a 
change it was. Overall, there 
was a lot of help for me to get 
oriented and ready for the 
school year.”

Dolly Nguyen ’27, a return-
ing international student, de-
scribed Andover’s dedication 
towards creating an intention-
ally open and welcoming com-
munity at New International 
Student Orientation (NISO). 
She noted her excitement to-
wards being able to pass on 
the community to the new stu-
dents.

“I remember Dean [Aquita] 
Winslow talking about inten-
tionally belonging to a commu-
nity, and how we should apply 
that concept into welcoming 
the new World Partner men-
tees. For me, being here for a 

year made me know so much 
about Andover, and being able 
to pass that experience on to 
younger kids and new students 
was really cool,” said Nguyen.

As a NISO world partner 
and prefect, Mwaita Nyakuja-
rah ’27 recalled the numerous 
tasks required of her to help 
the new students adjust to the 
school. She noted that she was 
glad to have been able to meet 
new people and build relation-
ships through the experience.

“As a student leader, the 
orientation process is quite 

strenuous. Doing NISO and 
prefecting at the same time, 
you need to go to a lot of build-
ings that are back to back, or 
you’re double booked at times. 
It’s definitely rewarding once 
everyone comes in. You get to 
see the people you are going to 
spend the next year [with and] 
the people who you’re going 
to start building bonds with. 
It’s really fun for that training 
process to culminate in meet-
ing these people,” said Nyaku-
jarah.

Orientation Week Kicks off the Academic Year

COURTESY OF PHILLIPS ACADEMY

Led by Co-Presidents Gracie Aziabor ’26 and Philip Meng ’26, new stu-
dents were welcomed into the Cochran Chapel for the annual Matricula-
tion Ceremony.

NICCOLO LEE SUK 
& IAN S. KIM

Cluster Olympics Returns for a Second Year 

Following a lull in the thun-
derstorm Saturday night, stu-
dents made a break for Phelps 
Stadium in what would be-
come the second annual Clus-
ter Olympics. Cheering and 
applauding their teams, pu-
pils watched their Clusters go 
head to head in various games. 

The goal of Cluster Olym-
pics is to encourage commu-
nity building among new and 
returning students through 
friendly competition. Aya 
Murata, Assistant Dean of 
Students, planned this year’s 
Cluster Olympics alongside 
returning student coordinator 
Tasha Bohorad ’26. 

“Each year we are a new 
community with over 300 
new students. It’s about set-
ting time aside for returning 
students to foster relation-
ships with adults [and] with 
the cluster [through] commu-
nity dinners, [and] to build 
cluster and community pride. 
Coming together into the sta-
dium to have some good fun 
and competition and really 
just saying ‘we’re starting a 
new school year hand in hand, 
together,’ let’s [get going],” 
said Murata.

This year’s cluster suppers 
were held inside, a decision 
made preceding the event 
due to a forecast of thunder-
storms. Although the games 
were able to take place out-
side, there was a backup plan 
in case the thunder forecast 
continued.

“This year we had more 
forewarning that there was 
going to be a severe thun-
derstorm, so there was lots 
of behind the scenes com-

munication. Obviously stu-
dent safety comes first…[As 
a backup plan] we had hired 
GlowSports in Snyder. We 
were going to try having some 
cluster based dodgeball in the 
gym and then a movie and ka-
raoke in Susie’s. So yeah we 
had some ideas, it wouldn’t 
have replicated the events but 
it would have still provided 
some spaces for kids to have 
fun together,” said Murata.  

Although some events were 
carried out in Pan and Borden, 
most of the Cluster Olympics 
were able to take place out-
side. Some of the games in-
cluded a relay race, paper air-
plane toss, tug of war, capture 
the flag, hula hooping, and 
handstands. Kevin Zheng ’26, 
co-president of Abbot Cluster, 
talked about his experience 
and future Cluster Olympic 
hopes.  

“I made sure there was a 
great spirit from Abbot, and 
we did quite well as we came 
second. We were just trying 
to bring a good energy and 
get the best players for the 
games… I’d like to see more 
activities where everyone can 
come and participate like cap-
ture the flag, a longer relay 
race, or rock paper scissors; 
we didn’t get to do that one. 
I’d like to see if I can organize 
the Winter Cluster Olympics 
with snow challenges. You 
know snowball fights. I had 
[about] 40 kids come up to me 
asking to play flag football in 
the winter.” 

The final game of the Clus-
ter Olympics, capture the flag, 
was swarmed with people try-
ing to play. Zheng reflected 
on the impracticality of such a 
large game of capture the flag 
and the difficulties of having 
mass participation. 

“It was a bit iffy when it 

started to rain but I think most 
people wanted to play capture 
the flag at the end. I don’t 
think it was a good idea for 50 
people to be rushing the field 
at once. I feel like there should 
have been twenty people max 
and 5 rounds for each cluster. 
I feel like it could have been a 
bit smoother. With 50 people 
it’s a bit hard to get through,” 
said Zheng.  

In order to participate in 
the event, students would 
sign up in advance, with stu-
dent leaders assisting in get-
ting people to participate and 
cheer on their teams. As a 
Blue Key Head, Sarah Bae ’26 
played an important role in 
the success of the event.

“The cluster olympics were 
mainly headed by the co-pres-
idents, but two blue key heads 
were assigned to each cluster. 
Me and Maty Bah [’26] were 

the Blue Key Heads for Abbot. 
Our goal was to get people to 
be excited despite the weath-
er and other challenges that 
day…I think [the event] total-
ly fostered community. Once 
we got people down for tug 
of war and the larger games, 
everyone was able to talk to 
each other, connect, and come 
together for Abbot,” said Bae. 

“My favorite activity was 
the hula hooping even though 
I wasn’t part of it. Abbot won 
hula hooping this year. An up-
per named Jack Gonzalez did 
great, he got the crowd very 
hyped and biting their nails 
when he went down and back 
up. I thought that was really 
impressive.” 

Sebastian Serizawa ’28, 
a new Lower in Pine Knoll, 
competed in wheelbarrow 
racing. He found the event to 
be enjoyable, however, he also 

noted the need for more stu-
dent participation. 

“[It] was probably the first 
time since I got here that I 
was able to cheer and scream 
along with my friends in an 
event. Honestly, it was a re-
ally fun opportunity. I liked 
watching the relay race. 
While I didn’t participate in 
it, it was really thrilling to 
watch. It was a really fun ex-
perience, but maybe we could 
have more required participa-
tion from some people in the 
crowd. [For] some activities 
people were less excited to 
join. It definitely would have 
been cool for more people to 
be out there to represent their 
cluster,” said Serizawa.  

FELIX BRET

K. MA/THE PHILLIPIAN
Blue Key Head Malcolm Tolbert ’26 championed West Quad South, who would later be crowned as Cluster Olym-
pic victors.  
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Phones and Phloating Schedules
Week’s Top Headlines

• Wishing Ludacris A Very 
Happy Birthday

• Homeless Man Puts On 
A Blazer, Nets 20 Phones 
Under New Cell Phone 
Policies

• Dr. Kington Believed To 
Be A Member Of The 
Peaky Blinders 

• Dean Of Students Office 
Confused On Why Cell 
Phone Policy Hasn’t 
Decreased Digital Sex

• Sykes Experiences 
Sudden Cash Flow 
Overnight

A8   EIGHTH PAGE d i d  y o u  m i s s  u s everyone welcome thiago, grace, and gentry!

Dear Scheduling Department, here is my desired course 

load:

MUS720: Somebody is watching me: An Introduction into 

Michael Jackson

PHR300: Distraction - How to Hide the Files From the 

Public

PHY700: Jiggle Physics

HSS250: The Roman Empire: Why the Red Sox Are Winning 

the 2025 World Series

ENG410: Pride and Prejudice, an Introduction to Jane 

Austin Nationalism on Campus

MTH670: Counting 1-10 Without Acting Like I’m Juggling

Thank you,

Dill Eavery (Please don’t ban me)

“Charlie, they expect one of us in 
the wreckage”

OVERHEARD ON THE 
PATHS

“Wanna do the WNBA thing when Girls 
Basketball starts up?”

“I’m gonna slide this term ……….. on the DOS office.”

“Looking at the ’29s…how could 

“I’m totally gonna destroy some 
Freshman in Flag Football!” - PG 

cut from JV Football

“Would you still love me if I was a 
librarian?”

A Librarian's 
Resurfaced Tweets

"Told my Grindr partners if they wanna reach me, 

bring back real romance."

"Just finished my trip to Tokyo and saw my big 
watashi senpai!"
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Girls Soccer (GVS) starts the 
season with energy, demon-
strating it is a force to reck-
on with, the team put up two 
wins and one tie in competi-
tive games this past week. GVS 
played in the Prep Showcase, 
where it played against two 
different teams in abbreviated 
games. The Girls Soccer team 
defeated Milton 2-1, and tied 
against Dexter Southfield 0-0.  

This year’s team has a strong 
roster of talent, including new 
teammates across the grades. 
Nina Oswanki ’28 recounted 
the team dynamic during its 
first games against tough com-
petition. 

“[Southfield] and Milton 

are two really good teams, so 
it was good competition, but 
we did really well also because 
that was our first time playing 
together as a team, it’s a com-
pletely different team now. So 
that was our first time playing 
together and we did a really 
good job playing together for it 
being our first time,” said Os-
wanski. 

Southfield is a team not usu-
ally on GVS schedule, so it was 
an opportunity for the team 
to challenge a new opponent. 
Emma Sharon ’29 comment-
ed on both games on Saturday 
and the prowess of the team 
against Southfield. 

“We won against Milton 2-1, 

and overall we played pretty 
good. Both goals were by Wy-
lie [Roossien ’26]. We all con-
tributed to that. And the sec-
ond game was a little harder. 
We tied against [Southfield] 
0-0 and [Southfield’s] a tough 
team. We don’t play them in 
season, so it was a pretty big 
opportunity for us... [South-
field’s] an athletic school and 
we did good,” said Sharon. 

Not only does the team have 
good chemistry on the field, 
but team members are also ex-
cited to cheer on one another 
when someone makes a good 
play. Sharon described the en-
vironment of the team on the 
sidelines. 

“When you score, everyone 
goes together and whoever’s 
on the sidelines are all cheer-
ing and whoever’s on the field 
has great energy, it’s just like a 
great environment,” said Sha-
ron. 

The team has started build-
ing chemistry together, which 
is apparent with their strong 
start full of assists and con-
nected passes. Isabel Park ’28 
commented on the chemistry 
of the team early into the sea-
son. 

“For the first game of the 
season, Coach said it’s usual-
ly difficult for teams to play 
so well together. But we’re 
all really dynamic, and it just 

clicked,” said Park. 
Park made her debut this 

week, along with former JV 
teammate Audrey Gotha, both 
of whom made immediate 
impacts on the game. During 
the game against Groton on 
Wednesday, the duo connect-
ed for a goal, extending Ando-
ver’s lead to 3. Park described 
the goal and the connection 
with Gotha in the game that 
resulted in a goal. 

“For the third goal, I took a 
long shot and Audrey tapped 
it in. It’s really interesting, be-
cause me and Audrey played 
JV together last year. And we 
have really good chemistry 
in my opinion. It was nice to 
have our first goal and my first 
assist be together in a sense,” 
said Park.

With a strong team comes 
a strong leader, which is the 
case for Girls Soccer. Park de-
scribed some of the leaders 
that have stood out so far in 
the season. 

“The captains, especially 
from the backline, like Decker 
[Emily Decker ’26], controls 
the game so well, and she real-
ly pushes the back up, but also 
for the uppers, [Elizabeth Wo-
darski ’27] does a really good 
job encouraging people and 
just being supportive to every-
one,” said Park.

Girls Soccer will face off 
against Rivers Saturday, Sep-
tember 13 and Middlesex 
Wednesday, September 17. 
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Girls Soccer Goes Undefeated During the Prep 
Showcase, Defeats Groton 6-1 for in First Official Game

EVA JACKSON

With the team graduating 
fourteen seniors, Boys Soccer is 
composed of an almost entirely 
new roster this year. Its season 
began with a strong 4-1 win 
against Pingree, but suffered 
defeats to Buckingham Browne 
& Nichols School (BB&N) and 
Noble and Greenough (No-
bles). With the addition of nu-
merous new players, the team 
aims to foster a sense of com-
munity and build chemistry as 
the season progresses. 

 Despite having only a few 
practices before its first game, 

Boys Soccer pulled off a con-
vincing victory against Pingree. 
Adam Sealfon ’29 praised the 
team’s ability to work togeth-
er and synergize in the second 
half.

“It was the first game that 
we played together as a team, 
so there was still some stuff to 
figure out formation-wise, as 
well as together as a team. But 
we got those things settled in 
the second half, and we ended 
up winning 4-1, which was a 
great first result for the team,” 
said Sealfon.

For the second game of the 
season against BB&N, Sealfon 
explained that the game was 
cut short due to poor weather. 
While the team only managed 
to score one goal to BB&N’s 
three in the first half, Sealfon 
maintained a positive mindset 
as he looked towards the fu-
ture. 

“The game was restricted to 
a half because it got rained out 
for the second half, and after 
that, we couldn’t get things sit-
uated anymore, so we ended up 
losing from that half, 3-1. But, 
there are more games to come, 
and hopefully, we can bounce 
back from the early loss to start 
the season,” said Sealfon.

Unfortunately, the team en-
countered back-to-back loss-
es, its second coming from a 
strong Nobles team. Accord-
ing to Co-Captain Kai Myles 
’27, although the first half was 
a back-and-forth battle, he 
praised his team for how they 

met the challenge. 
“We gave the energy that 

they were pushing us back 
with. We responded after the 
first goal properly. We re-
sponded very well, in my opin-
ion. We got a little tired and 
gassed towards the end. We 
didn’t control the tempo of 
the game properly, but it was 
a good showing from the team 
in the first half. It shows that 
we are able to actually keep up 
with some of these teams,” said 
Myles.

A key moment in the game 
came from an equalizer goal by 

Wyatt Orraca-Cecil ’28. Orac-
ca-Cecil described the goal and 
how it increased the momen-
tum afterwards. 

“[That goal] switched the 
momentum in the game. We 
went down 1-0 pretty early, and 
when we go down early, we 
tend to put our heads down. 
[Instead], we went back harder, 
and it led us to having a more 
successful first half, where we 
could have gone up more. That 
goal was a turning point be-
cause it gave us a lot of hope,” 
said Orraca-Cecil.

Aviad Awa ’28 expressed 

the promise of the new roster 
and the supportive team envi-
ronment, which continues to 
evolve this season.

“During the games, we all 
show out and show support for 
each other. If someone makes a 
good tackle, the other team will 
definitely hear about it from us. 
So, I’d say, all in all, everyone’s 
always on their feet,” said Aviad 
Awa ’28.

Boys Soccer hopes to strike 
back away against Belmont Hill 
this Saturday.

Boys Soccer Finds Success and Setbacks 
in the Maiden Matches of the Season

ALEX GODSEY

A.BAETEN-RUFFO/THE PHILLIPIAN

Ashley Dimnaku ’28 dribbles the ball down the field in the team’s dominant season-opener against Groton.
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Sunny Yu ’28 fights for the ball in the back-and-forth match against Nobles. 
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Embarking on a six-week 
5-Kilometer race training 
program, Girls Cross Country 
Co-Captain Chloe Song ’26 
first began running in fifth 
grade. As she started middle 
school, she joined the school’s 
cross country team and real-
ized her newfound passion for 
distance running. 

Song started Girls Cross 
Country as a Junior and im-
mediately felt a sense of be-
longing. Stepping into her 
final season as Co-Captian, 
she follows various role mod-
els, whom she explained have 
taught her what it means to be 
a leader. 

Song said, “Being on the 
team was my most formative 
experience here. To be able 
to lead a team was one of my 
biggest aspirations as an Up-
per. My sister, [Ashley Song 
’23], was a [Girls] Cross Coun-
try [Co-]Captain, and in all 
the past years, all the captains 
have been different. Emma 
Hagstrom ’25, for example, 
was more introverted. Patricia 
Tran [’24] was very, very hard-
working. 

Song continued, “Because 
they have all had different 
styles, I now understand that 
being a leader looks different 
for everyone, and everyone 
has their own strengths and 
unique traits that they bring 
to the table. That is the main 
understanding I have come 
to embrace. Because I’ve had 
Captains who have had dif-
ferent leadership styles, I’ve 
learned to embrace my own 
style.”

Song has put her leadership 

skills to good use so far in the 
season. Despite both Boys and 
Girls Cross Country totaling a 
relatively large number of ath-
letes, she aims to create an in-
clusive and hardworking team 
environment through team 
bonding experiences. 

“We used preseason to 
bond: there were a lot of team 
bonding activities. This week, 
we trained together for the 
first time. We did time trials, 
and then outside of practice, 
we played pickleball, and that 

was very fun. We bonded to-
gether with some of the guys 
as well on the team. What is 
most important is that our 
team culture and connection, 
with each other as teammates 
and out of practice, sets the 
tone for a lot of the returning 
runners of how to be a good 
role model specifically for a 
tight knit team culture. We 
had one official practice, but 
that makes me excited to see 
how the rest of the season will 
pan out in terms of meeting 
new runners and also building 
new connections with them,” 
said Song.  

Only a few practices into 
the season, Song’s goal to meet 
new runners and build con-
nections with them has start-
ed to become a reality. Claire 
Bancroft ’28 described the 
Co-Captain’s impact on the 
team, noting how she makes 
everyone feel seen.

“She’s very inclusive. On 
one of the first days of pre-
season, we were making team 
goals and she decided that she 
wanted to remember every 
single member’s names on our 
80- to 90-person team. And 
she’s been working towards it, 
even though we’ve only had a 

few practices. She makes sure 
that everyone’s seen and ev-
eryone knows that they’re part 
of the team,” said Bancroft.

Bancroft continued, “Per-
sonally, even though I’m a 
Underclassman and she’s a 
Senior, she’ll still invite me to 
go downtown with her to eat 
a meal or to just go on a walk. 
It makes me feel like I have a 
bigger place or a bigger role on 
the team.” 

Similarly, Hannah Jung ’28, 
who got to know Song better 
through the team’s preseason, 
described Song’s consider-
ate and hard-working nature, 
which sets a clear role model 
for her fellow athletes. 

“I found that she’s such a 
kind person, and she definite-
ly leads by example as well as 
with her words. Her words do 
have substance behind them, 
and she commits to all of the 
Cross Country commitments 
other than just running hard… 
Younger runners can look up 
to her as a good example, as 
well as always being there af-
ter practice to do post-practice 
stretches or strength, mobili-
ty, or the daily lift,” said Jung. 

Channeling Her Role Models: Girls Cross Country 
Co-Captain Chloe Song ’26 Forges Connection and Camaraderie

EVA JACKSON

Ever since her fifth-grade 
Physical Education teacher 
asked her to join the cross-coun-
try team, Co-Captain Zoe von 
Eckartsberg ’26 has loved to 
run. Her bright personality and 
dedication to Girls Cross Coun-
try make her a strong and em-
pathetic leader, supporting the 
team through new experiences 
and challenges. In fact, accord-
ing to von Eckartsberg, meeting 
people through Cross Country 
is one of her favorite parts of the 
sport, a testament to her outgo-
ing personality and leadership 
style.

“Cross Country is a Fall sport, 
and we’re really lucky because, 
especially when you’re new, you 
come in the fall and on your first 
day of classes, you meet all these 
people that you’ll be seeing ev-
ery day for the whole season,” 
said von Eckartsberg.

Regardless of whether it is a 
workout or practice, von Eck-
artsberg brings a boost to team 
morale through her upbeat atti-

tude and encouraging nature.
“Zoe has such a bubbly atti-

tude to practice. She has such 
a bubbly attitude at practice, 
and she can always get you 
pumped up for runs or work-
outs. No matter what the work-
out is, or what our plan for the 
day is, she’s always smiling and 
cheering people on, even the 
people whom she doesn’t know 
very well,” said teammate Tayla 
Stempson ’27.

Hannah Jung ’28 spoke to 
von Eckartsberg’s ability to 
motivate and uplift the people 
around her. She serves as a role 
model in practice and perfor-
mance for both new and return-
ing team members.

“She sets a great example by 
doing the warm-ups with pur-
pose and motivating everyone 
by cheering them on and, oc-
casionally, having fun with the 
team. A lot of the younger and 
newer runners look up to her, 
see her as a role model, and fol-
low her example,” said Jung.

Von Eckartsberg explains 
that cross country is equally 
physically and mentally de-
manding. Throughout her ca-

reer, she has focused particu-
larly on conquering the mental 
aspect of the sport, especially 
as she has overcome struggles 
with performance anxiety and 
burnout.

“Cross country is a mental 
sport. It’s hard on your body, 
but it is also incredibly men-
tally difficult. Being able to 
finish a cross-country race is 
an achievement in itself. I, my-

self, have gotten swept into the 
competitiveness of the sport 
and had my issues with per-
formance anxiety and burnout. 
I’ve worked really hard to get to 
a point where I enjoy running 
again – where I can separate 
my performance from the team 
and practice every day. I want 
everyone on the team to enjoy 
running as much as I do and 
have fun with it without being 
stressed out and burnt out,” said 
von Eckartsberg.

Cross country has left an in-
delible mark on von Eckarts-
berg’s life, and she has goals 
for the future. Von Eckartsberg 
has plans to continue running 
in college, potentially on a club 
team, and beyond.

“I’d love to run in college. 
I would enjoy joining a club 
running team or running club. 
Running has become a really 
important outlet for me, and 
I’ve met so many amazing peo-
ple through it. I want to contin-
ue that in college, and one day, 
I’d love to run a marathon,” said 
von Eckartsberg.

Co-Captain Zoe von Eckartsberg ’26 Brings the X-Factor to Girls XC

AVIAD AWA

COURTESY OF PHILLIPS ACADEMY

COURTESY OF ZOE VON ECKARTSBERG

CROSSCOUNTRY

Boys Cross Country Cap-
tain Robert Budzinski ’26 
loves running. He has run for 
most of his life, starting com-
petitively in third grade. Now, 
in his ninth season, Budzins-
ki estimates that he has run 
around 15,000 miles in his life. 

Despite having a deep pas-
sion for running himself, 
Budzinski understands that 
not everyone on the Cross 
Country team is a member for 
that purpose. A core goal of 
his captaincy is to show young 
runners that running can be 
fun. 

“Whether it’s an off-season 
sport or whether it’s your fa-
vorite sport in the world, I 
think there are a lot of things 
that everyone can gain from 
it. So I try to make sure that 
everyone is on the right track, 
being sure that everyone is 
doing a run, or the cooldown, 
and, overall, trying to explain 
how it helps,” said Budzinski. 

Specifically, Cameron 

Butler ’28 mentioned that 
Budzinski tries to create an 
inclusive environment by in-
teracting with less experi-
enced runners, even when it 
means slowing down his pace 
on runs to match that of other 
athletes. 

“Once we get on a run, 
sometimes he’ll hang back 
and run with the more inex-
perienced runners even if it’s 
slower than he should be go-
ing. He just hangs back and 
talks to them about their class-
es and makes them feel super 
welcome and comfortable on 
the team,” said Butler. 

With many former Boys 
Cross Country stars having 
left the school, among them 
being Tamrat Gavenas ’25 who 
triumphed in the 2024 Foot 
Locker Cross Country Na-
tional Championships, Budz-
inski sees this season as a re-
building year. His main goals 
for the season, therefore, are 
to inspire new athletes’ run-
ning skills and develop strong 
bonds among his peers. 

“We have a lot of young 
guys that are showing a lot of 

potential, but the biggest focus 
for the team this year is real-
ly establishing a positive team 
culture where people want to 
run and want to do well,” said 
Budzinski. 

Sebastián Vermut ’27 ex-
plained that Budzinski is evi-

dently passionate and knowl-
edgeable about competitive 
running and, as a result, is able 
to teach newer athletes about 
how to improve. 

“For example, he’ll bring up 
current running events and 
running performances and use 

them as examples to teach the 
less experienced people on the 
team about running and about 
the things they should do to 
get better,” said Vermut. 

Comparing the past year’s 
Co-Captains’ relaxed style 
of leadership with that of 
Budzinski’s, Vermut said that 
Budzinski is locked in during 
practices, which translates to 
a more focused group of ath-
letes. 

“The other Co-Captains 
last year were very easygoing, 
which is just a different style. 
It’s a good way in itself, but 
Robert’s very focused. He’s 
very committed to the team, 
and I’ve watched him run 
since I was a [Junior], and now 
he’s a Senior. And he’s had the 
same mindset toward running 
for three years: he gets the job 
done and he keeps people fo-
cused… That’s a really good 
mentality to have, and since 
he’s managing the Boys team 
as the Captain alone, it will 
definitely be one of the things 
that he’s going to have to focus 
on,” said Vermut.

15,000 Miles Later: Boys Cross Country 
Captain Robert Budzinski ’26 Prioritizes Passion and Focus

ALEX GODSEY

COURTESY OF ROBERT BUDZINSKI
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Girls Volleyball (0-1) lost 
its season-opener to Dana 
Hall on Saturday in three 
sets. Still, every set was close 
and the team showed many 
signs of capability. 

Kaliah Fortune ’26 de-
scribed how scrappy Dana 
Hall’s athletes were play-
ing and that the team tried 
to match that style of play. 
Throughout the match, the 
team also aimed to place 
their hits in a more calculat-
ed manner. 

“We tried to be more clev-
er in the spots we are putting 
it on the court and not just be 
like, ‘OK, I get a set and I’m 
going to hit it,’ but be clever 
and try to place it strategi-
cally. Hopefully that’s going 
to help with our offense, [so 
that] we don’t get into those 
long rallies and we’re ready 
for the ball,” said Fortune.

Similarly, Co-Captain 
Nneka Ezeike ’26 noted the 
team’s decision to switch 
tactics. After setting to the 
middle of the court, the team 
planned for Gracie Aziabor 
’26, Rihana Gomez ’26, and 
Jacquelin Li ’27 to subse-
quently smash the ball onto 
the opponent’s side of the 
court. 

“In the second set, we no-
ticed that setting to the mid-
dle was really effective, and I 
remember telling Selene [Xu 

’27], our setter, every time to 
go to Gracie, go to Rihanna, 
go to Jacquelin, I remem-
ber a few runs of points that 
were basically all Jacquelin 
getting kills in the middle, 
which was really memora-
ble, because we identified 
what worked and it helped 
us gain back momentum,” 
said Ezeike. 

Reflecting on the team’s 
loss, Ezeike encouraged her 
teammates to try to trust 
their intuition in upcoming 
games.

“What we’re going to fo-
cus on is getting out of our 
heads and playing with-
out hesitation, especially 
not overthinking, because 
we’re all such great players 
and overthinking can cause 
more harm than good. Play-
ing with instinct, because we 
have that skillset already, is 

what’s most important for 
these next few games,” said 
Ezeike. 

Emma Webber ’28 thought 
that the team played well for 
its first game and maintained 
positive spirits throughout. 
Moving forward, though, it 
will focus on strengthening 
its communication. 

“Even though we were 
losing, I feel like we kept the 
energy up pretty well and 
everyone was just being very 
encouraging and positive 
towards one another. If we 
can have the mindset that, as 
we progress over the season, 
we will just continue to get 
better, this one game won’t 
really predict how our sea-
son goes… During practice, 
I think we should focus on 
really communicating on the 
court and talking more, be-
cause I feel like there were 

some miscommunications,” 
said Webber.

Already, the team is trying 
to improve its playstyle by 
working to play more unpre-
dictably and fast-paced.

“What we’ve been doing 
in practice since reflects that 
we’re trying to run quicker 
plays, so we can gain a lead, 
especially in close sets in 
which it’s important to not 
be so predictable when we 
set the ball and not run com-
plicated plays and combos,” 
said Ezeike. 

Girls Volleyball will battle 
Taft and Hotchkiss in a dou-
bleheader this Saturday. 

Editor’s Note: Gracie Azia-
bor ’26 is a Layout Editor for 
The Phillipian.

Girls Volleyball Cedes First Game to Dana Hall

ALEX GODSEY

This past weekend, Girls 
Field Hockey took the field 
for its first scrimmage of 
the season against Rivers 
and Mount St. Charles. The 
matchup enabled the team to 
build momentum and show-
case its teamwork early on.

Cat Powers ’28, who plays 
goalie, reflected positively 
on how the team performed 
together through the game, 
emphasizing the unity she 
noticed both on and off the 
field. 

“The team played great. 
We worked really well as a 
unit in the scrimmage, which 
is awesome. From a goalie’s 
perspective, even though I 
only played a half, from what 
I saw on the field and from 
the sidelines, we worked re-
ally well as a team. We could 
convert, and it was working 
really well,” said Powers. 

Highlighting a particular-
ly memorable moment, Pow-
ers shared how stepping into 
the net during the scrim-
mage gave her a chance to 
make an impact and feel the 
support of her teammates. 

“The most memorable 

moment from the scrimmage 
was when I saved a shot on 
a corner, and everybody was 
hyping me up for that, and it 
was great. It was really nice 
and I really appreciated it,” 
said Powers. 

She also noted how the 
team’s energy and compan-
ionship extended beyond 
individual plays, creating a 
supportive environment for 
everyone. 

“Every time we’d score 
a goal, the whole sideline 
would be cheering and just 
excited. I really love that be-
cause I think it makes it such 
a good sense of a team. It’s 

amazing,” said Powers
Reflecting on the progress 

the team has made in prac-
tice and on the field, Powers 
emphasized the importance 
of teamwork and shared 
growth.

“I think after today’s 
game, we don’t have to wor-
ry very much. It was really 
just a few little details. You 
can tell we’ve been work-
ing hard in practice and as a 
team, just working together,” 
said Powers.

Looking forward, Powers 
expressed excitement about 
carrying the momentum 
from this scrimmage into 

the upcoming games and the 
season overall.

“For this season, I’m look-
ing forward to the rest of the 
season with this team. It’s 
such a great team and such 
nice people. We did well at 
our play at our scrimmage, 
and we have our home open-
er against Dexter, which I’m 
excited for. It’s going to be 
amazing,” said Powers.

Girls Field Hockey will 
take the field for its home 
opener against Dexter 
Southfield next week. 

Girls Field Hockey Opens Season with 
Strong Scrimmage Against Rivers and Mount St. Charles

GAURI BHAKTA

Andover
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This year, Andover’s largest 
annual performing arts show 
Grasshopper will feature chang-
es restricting student perform-
ers, eliciting disappointment on 
campus. Traditionally, each year, 
dance crews, theatre groups, and 
instrumentalists share the stage 
in Tang Theatre, bringing togeth-
er months of rehearsals into four 
high-energy nights during Fami-
ly Weekend. 

However, this year, Grasshop-
per will step beyond Tang and 
appear at an All-School Meet-
ing (ASM) in Cochran Chapel 
(Chapel). While the addition en-
sures every student experienc-
es the showcase, it has also re-
shaped production: shrinking 
the runtime down to 50 minutes, 
tightening logistics, and com-
pletely removing student bands 
from the lineup. The exclusion of 
bands in particular has sparked 
widespread frustration, with 
many students arguing that this 
decision undermines Grasshop-
per’s diversity and long-standing 
musical traditions.

From the faculty perspective, 
Theatre and Dance Department 
Chair Mr. Lazar contextualized 
the recent changes to Grasshop-
per, highlighting the reasoning 
behind the adjustments.

“The biggest change for this 
year is that we have the opportu-
nity to open the show to a wider 
audience and make it more  ac-

cessible to the whole commu-
nity,” wrote Lazar in an email to 
The Phillipian.

Lazar continued, “For years 
there has been a desire to enable 
more students to see Grasshop-
per. Students have requested 
more access to the show, this was 
evident in The Phillipian article 
about the need for students to 
have more access to the commu-
nity event. We were able to fulfill 
this need with the addition of a 
show during [ASM].”

For student performers, the 
changes prompted immediate 
disappointment. Anny Wang ’26, 
a jazz pianist in the student-run 
band Goose&Moose, described 
her frustration at being unable 
to share the group’s music and 
efforts in one of the most import-
ant and large-scale performance 
opportunities on campus.

“This year, in the audition 
form, they outright banned bands 
from participating. It’s not even 
a partial change, they just don’t 
want bands in Grasshopper any-
more. That has a huge impact be-
cause Grasshopper is one of the 
only school-run performances 
where we get a large audience. 
Most of the other music perfor-
mances hosted by the school, like 
band concerts or classical recit-
als, don’t draw much of a crowd. 
Grasshopper has always been the 
one place we get to share our mu-
sic with the broader community,” 
said Wang ’26.

Despite widespread concerns 
circulating around campus, the-
atre producer Bruce Ru ’28 af-
firmed his desire to preserve the 

show’s spirit and deliver a fulfill-
ing Grasshopper performance. 

“I understand the frustra-
tions of this campus about recent 
changes in the ASM show and the 
possibility that there will be cer-
tain limitations that could cause 
disappointment to the commu-
nity. [However], as a community, 
we have to believe that we can 
preserve the experience while 
making that change, and we’re 
ready to fight for the full experi-
ence of Grasshopper and all oth-

er productions. We will need the 
support and understanding of the 
rest of the campus to bring what 
everybody wants,” said Ru ’28.

Besides the restriction of 
bands, some students across the 
performing arts are facing logis-
tical hurdles to accommodate 
an ASM performance. Wang ’26 
gave insight into the sense of sol-
idarity forming across campus as 
students are grappling with these 
changes. 

“What’s been surprising is the 

amount of pushback from non-
band groups too. Photon and 
Footnotes, for example, are also 
having trouble with the Chap-
el setup, especially lighting and 
the carpet on stage…. Even some 
dance groups that aren’t directly 
affected are upset and want to 
stand in solidarity with bands. 
Overall, the feeling is strong: if 
there are no bands in Grasshop-
per, then maybe there shouldn’t 
be a Grasshopper at all,” said 
Wang ’26.

Curtains Cut Short: Spirits Sink as Changes to Grasshopper Prompt Student Frustrations

DANIEL LIU & 
BOSON BAI

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY I. PADMAWAR AND K. MA/THE PHILLIPIAN

Laufey’s third album, A 
Matter of Time, seems like 
both an end and a new be-
ginning. Since her big break 
in 2021, Laufey has mastered 
a type of nostalgic jazz-pop 
that seemed out of place in 
the modern age, yet still con-
nected with millions of peo-
ple. With this album, howev-
er, she showcases new sides 
of her art. “A Matter of Time” 
is amazingly rich and deeply 
emotional, appearing much 
more vulnerable than her 
other albums. Particularly, it 
combines the softness from 
her debut with more bold 
production choices, resulting 
in a nuanced listening experi-
ence. 

The overarching theme of 
“A Matter of Time” is deal-
ing with vulnerability. Laufey 
has always written from the 
point of view of someone who 
understands struggles, but 
in “A Matter of Time,” she 
puts those feelings front and 
center rather than hiding be-
hind irony or romanticized 
aesthetics. This album tells a 
story: a young woman who is 
falling apart as she deals with 
heartbreak, and the process it 
takes to find herself, 

One of the recurring ideas 
is time: how it heals, how it 
hurts, and how it reshapes re-
lationships. Laufey often uses 
the passage of time as a meta-
phor in songs about lost love, 
fleeting happiness, and the 
inevitability of change, ulti-
mately making the record feel 
like a cohesive story and pro-
viding an emotional appeal to 

listeners. 
“A Matter of Time” com-

bines Laufey’s jazz style with 
parts of classical and modern 
pop music. There are orches-
tral arrangements that build 
up over several tracks, achiev-
ing a movie-like quality. 
There are also hints of bossa 
nova and chamber pop, help-
ing to make the album feel 
bigger and bolder than her 
last, Bewitched, which had a 
dreamy polish. As always, her 
singing is warm and clear, but 
in “A Matter of Time,” it has 
a more pronounced emotion-
al edge. Instead of keeping a 
calm, velvety distance, she al-
lows moments of stress, play-
fulness, or even bite to slip 
into her delivery. This makes 
the songs feel more authen-
tic and entertaining to listen 
to, as if she cares more about 
expressing herself than about 
being perfect. 

The first song, “Clock-
work,” sets the mood with 
fun, abstract, almost fairy-
tale harmonies. The layered 
vocals and upbeat tempo give 
the song a childlike quali-
ty, somewhat contrary to the 
deeper worries in the lyrics. 

“Silver Lining” shows off 
Laufey’s ability to mix ro-
mance with irony. The lyrics 
hint at devotion, but they also 
show a hint of defiance, which 
makes what could have been a 
sweet ballad into something 
more complex and sneaky. 
Specifically, the growing in-
strumentals reflect the song’s 
emotional ups and downs. 

One of the most memorable 
songs on the album is “Tough 
Luck.” Orchestral pop sur-
rounds a sharp story about a 
breakup, and Laufey’s voice 

conveys a quiet rage that is 
refreshing, coming from a 
singer who is usually known 
for being soft. The song’s 
edge shows that she is will-
ing to make her persona more 
complicated, and that she can 
express anger just as well as 
sadness. 

“Lover Girl” has a breezy 
bossa nova feel, complete 
with handclaps and a synco-
pated rhythm. Due to its fun, 
self-aware, and lighter tone, 
listeners can understand 
Laufey’s vulnerability and 
why she finds comfort in un-
serious moments.

“Snow White,” potential-
ly the most introspective 
song on the album, describes 
her journey through socie-
tal beauty standards and her 
own identity in a way that 
highlights her vulnerabili-
ty. The simple instrumenta-
tion allows her voice to shine 
through, effectively deepen-
ing the emotional impact. 

Most notably, however, A 
Matter of Time has a uniquely 
effective flow. Each song has 
its own personality, but the 
order of the songs is crucial to 
its clear story arc. The record 
begins with silly hope, then 
undergoes a painful heart-
break and self-reflection, fi-
nally ending with thoughtful 
acceptance, creating a realis-
tic emotional journey. What 
makes A Matter of Time so 
special and well-made, how-
ever, is that it displays an art-
ist who is fully herself: con-
fident enough to recognize 
flaws, ambitious enough to 
deepen her sound and pro-
duction, and open enough to 
share her vulnerable side. 

In summary, A Matter of 

Time is Laufey’s most per-
sonal and ambitious album to 
date. It takes listeners on an 
emotional journey where nos-
talgia meets raw confession, 
lush orchestration, and sim-
ple intimacy. It’s a record that 
you should listen to from start 
to finish, not just because 

each song is beautiful, but 
also because the entire track 
works together to tell a story. 
A Matter of Time captures the 
excitement of seeing an artist 
grow into herself: timeless, 
open, and very human.

A Matter of Time: A Story of Vulnerability and Confession 

ANDREW CAI

DASHA GOMEZ/THE PHILLIPIAN
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Playlist of the Week: Songs of the Summer
ELIZABETH QIN & HAYLEY FAN

As students return to school after a summer break full of experiences and fun, they come to campus with many 
special songs to offer. From upbeat tunes encompassing the carefreeness of summer to soulful melodies carry-

ing nostalgia and love, Andover students share their ride or die songs of this summer.

SARAH SUN ’29 : 
“THAT’S SO TRUE” BY 

GRACIE ABRAMS

“I feel like it’s very catchy, and 
the speed and the rhythm flows. 

It has upbeat vibes which are 
very summer-y. If you wanna sit 
on the beach and listen to a song, 
this would be a good song to lis-
ten to. I think the bridge is good, 
the transitioning from the verse 

to chorus gives me chills.” 

LUCIEN SINCLAIR ’28  
“DISILLUSIONED” BY 

DANIEL CAESAR

“I would say the song of the 
summer is “Disillusioned” by 
Daniel Caesar. For me, it’s one 

of my favorite songs and Daniel 
Caesar is my sister and I’s 

favorite artist. We worked a job 
together at an ice cream shop 

this summer, and when our boss 
wasn’t there, we would always 
play Daniel Caesar. This is one 
of our favorite songs by him. 

The ending of the song, the last 
minute or 30 seconds, describes 
what you would do on a typical 
summer day with someone you 

love. I just feel like it holds a 
special place in our hearts. And 
she just moved to college. It was 
one of the last songs we listened 

to together before she left.”

EDEN DUNLEAVY ’29: 
“STEAL THE SHOW” BY 

LAUV

“This song gives positive vibes 
and joyful emotions. I like the 
chorus “If you Steal the Show” 
because it’s the climax of the 

song. It’s where the most music 
and emotion is delivered, and 

it is enjoyable to listen to. I 
value finding the light in things. 
Always having hope is one of the 

themes in the song and I hold 
that close to my heart.”

SOPHIA TOLOKH ’28 : 
“BACK TO FRIENDS” BY 

SOMBR

“I listened to a lot of the artist 
Sombr. I really liked a few of the 
songs because he’s really upbeat 

and he sings about love and 
friendship. Some of the songs 
I was listening to were “Back 
to Friends” [and] “We Never 

Dated.” I hadn’t really listened to 
him before, but it was all over my 

Spotify and YouTube. He’s one 
of the big hits out there.”

ENRIQUE MERCADO 
’27 : “LOVE ME NOT” BY 

RAVYN LENAE

“Three words I would use to 
describe this song would be: 

chill, vibrant, and nostalgic. If I 
were at the beach or outside on 

the lawn, this is the song I would 
play. When I’m in the car, I play 
it. Whatever location I’m in, I 

just play it.”

Orientation at Andover is 
filled with little rites of pas-
sage: decorating dorm rooms, 
meeting advisors, and getting 
lost on the way to Paresky 
Commons. However, few tra-
ditions capture the school’s 
ethos quite like the Commu-
nity and Multicultural Devel-
opment (CaMD) Power Plays. 
Each year, a group of students 
known as the Power Players 
take the stage during orien-
tation to perform short skits 
that blend comedy and sin-
cerity, with a goal of easing 
new students into Andover’s 
culture of empathy, inclusion, 
and support.

“The purpose of the pow-
er plays is to show the new 
Freshmen how you’re en-
couraged to act in a new set-
ting and to show how Fresh-
man year isn’t actually that 
daunting and that it’s going to 
be okay and to have fun. It’s 
basically just to encourage 
them to not stress and meant 
to help them get oriented in a 
new environment,” said Maya 
Tomlinson ’28.

These performances aren’t 
thrown together at the last 
minute. Power Players arrive 
on campus days before their 
peers, spending hours writing 
and rehearsing skits that en-
compass topics of friendship, 
identity, and asking for help. 
For the cast, it’s all about 
community — uniting Low-
ers, Uppers, and Seniors in a 
shared project.

“[I liked] getting to hang 
out with a lot of different 
people from a lot of differ-
ent grades. I feel like the cast 
was pretty diverse, and it was 
just a lot of fun to be able to 
hang out with friends that 
I’ve known before and new 
friends as well [...] 10 out of 
10 experience, I’d say,” said 
Tomlinson ’28.

What sets the Power Plays 
apart is the authenticity of 
the skits. Power Players often 
draw from their own experi-
ences to offer new students 
advice in an intimate yet hu-
morous way. This transparen-
cy between the cast and the 

audience helps the lessons 
land more effectively than if 
delivered through a speech or 
presentation.

“The point of the CaMD 
skits was to bring awareness 
to diversity, how it looks in 
the social, academic, and just 
overall wellness and trying 
to help that message come 
across a Freshman in a way 
that seems a bit more inter-
active than rather just one big 
presentation… we were able 
to use examples that we’ve 
encountered in our own life 
and make hypotheticals to 
make that message clear,” ex-
plained Philip Molina ’28.

For new students in the 
audience, the Power Plays 
were both entertaining and 
eye-opening. Some were 
struck by the emphasis on eq-
uity and empathy, topics that 
may have not always been 
placed in the spotlight at their 
previous schools.

“I thought it was a really 
unique and warm welcome 
to have equity and really im-
portant topics covered so ear-
ly into my time at Andover, 
because at my old school, that 
wasn’t something that was 
talked about at all. I think 
having it be so central and 
forward was very welcoming 

and it kind of set the tone for 
what type of community An-
dover is,” said Gabi Tinoco 
’28.

Others found the show re-
alistic and relatable. Fatima 
Bah ’29, a new Junior, point-
ed to a lunchtime skit as her 
favorite. Though the scenario 
was simple, the resolution to 
the challenge at hand under-
scored the value of communi-
ty.

“It was really interest-
ing. It was about kids having 
lunch, and they weren’t ex-
pressing their problems. At 
the end, they finally did, and 
I liked how it showed they 
were all together. There were 
also parts where people were 
talking to themselves, which 
showed how people hide their 
feelings a lot. I really liked all 
the skits,” said Bah ’29.

As new students settle into 
their first term here at Ando-
ver, some imagine themselves 
joining the Power Players in 
the future. For Tinoco ’28, the 
possibility is worth consid-
ering, ultimately serving as a 
way to continue the cycle of 
storytelling, reassurance, and 
support.

“I would maybe [consid-
er being a Power Player]...I 
think it is a really important 
thing, especially here. I think 
I would definitely consider 
it, because I do value those 
things a lot personally, and 
I’d want to help keep making 
sure that it’s as important as 
it is right now in the future,” 
said Tinoco ’28.

CaMD Power Plays Set the Tone for Orientation at Andover
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The CaMD Power Players in the George Washington Hall Theatre Classroom.
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