
Veritas Super OmniaVOL. CXLVIII, No. 16 SEPTEMBER 5, 2025

News, A3Commentary, A2 Guides A5-A6
SUBSCRIBE/ADVERTISE

Email us with requests: 
phillipian@phillipian.net

Subscribe online at:
phillipian.net/subscribe.

Campus Guides &
Events
Learn tips for your first year at
Andover and events to look forward to 
this fall.

Sports and Arts and 
The Eighth Page
An overview of all things sports 
and arts and humor at Andover.

Advice From Returning
Students
Students wrote to The
Phillipian offering advice for new
students.

News Highlights From
the 2024-2025 School
Year
Read important news stories
from last year and new information 
for this school year.

Sports & Arts & The Eighth 
Page, A4

welcome to college B

WELCOME TO ANDOVER
This special edition of The Phillipian contains advice from students, 

recent Andover news, information on Andover sports and arts, tips on 
navigating campus, and events to look forward to. We hope you enjoy.
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Wisdom From 
Returning Students

Welcome to Ando-
ver! Starting out 
can definitely be 

nerve-wracking, with so many 
new faces, opportunities, and 
expectations. In those first 
few weeks, try saying yes to 
anything that sparks your in-
terest. When club day comes 
around, explore as many clubs 
as you’d like, you might sign 
up for a dozen and only stick 
with a few, and that’s total-
ly okay. As the term picks 
up, your time will start to 
feel more limited, so finding 
small windows — like lunch 

or the gap between classes 
and sports — to get home-
work done can really help free 
up your evenings. Also, don’t 
forget to check the Weekend-
er every Thursday; it’s full of 
fun events to help you make 
the most of your weekends. 
But more than anything, talk 
to people. Start conversations, 
even with strangers. Every-
one’s adjusting, just like you, 
and a simple chat can grow 
into a lasting friendship.

CAMDEN SCHOPLER 
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Freedom and Interest

As you settle in on cam-
pus, it gets very easy 
to get caught up in 

the excitement of your first 
few days in your new home. 
Maybe you’ll notice that ev-
eryone seems to know what 
they’re doing except for you. 
I can promise you that for the 
first weeks of the year, ev-
eryone is still figuring things 
out. Some people are simply 
better at hiding their confu-
sion. Maybe you think you 
know what you’re doing al-
ready. The truth is, you prob-
ably don’t, but that’s not a bad 

thing. You’ve just got to keep 
your mind open to the dynam-
ic life that is attending Ando-
ver. Countless new experienc-
es and opportunities will be 
thrown at you, and that can be 
overwhelming. Lean on your 
classmates who, even though 
they may not seem like it, feel 
the same. Together you’ll fig-
ure things out. All it takes is 
some getting used to.

SEBASTIAN VERMUT
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I am You and You are Me

Hi new students! 
We’re so excited to 
have you this year. 

As a four-year senior, here are 
my top three pieces of advice:

1. Make sure to get out of 
the dorm frequently, and try 
to meet at least one new per-
son every day. If this sounds 
super nerve-wracking, find a 
buddy and work on this goal 
together! Trust me, the peo-
ple are what make Andover 
special.

2. Try new things! Some of 
my greatest interests at An-
dover have come from giving 
lots of different sports, clubs, 
and classes a try. 

3. Talk to your prefect. I 
was a prefect last year, and 
I can guarantee you that we 
want nothing more than to be 
part of your journey! Never be 
afraid to reach out; your pre-
fects always got your back.

SOPHIA TABIBIAN

COURTESY OF SOPHIA TABIB
IA

N

 The Trifecta 

Explore the options for sup-
port you have on campus. 
While the phrase ‘trusted 

adult’ can seem cliché, there are 
so many faculty members, from 
house counselors to advisors 
and Sykes counselors, who are 
genuinely eager to listen. The 
first conversation is the hardest, 
but it can start with something 
as simple as an anecdote about 
your day. Also, take the time to 
connect with students who will 
be there for you, whether that is 
your roommate, friends, or pre-
fects. The relationships you build 
here will truly shape your Ando-
ver experience.

IZZY PARK

COURTESY OF IZZY PARK

Super Support System

New students, be your-
self. As you know, [An-
dover] is made up of 

smart, accomplished kids, and 
this can be intimidating. You 
may encounter people who, in-
tentionally or unintentionally, 
make you feel like you are not 
enough and don’t belong here. 
I spent too much time as a Ju-
nior feeling this way. I felt I was 
not smart or cool enough to be 
at Andover, and instead of em-
bracing who I was, I wished to 
change myself to not feel like an 
outsider (which did not work).

The truth is your friends–
and the people you’ll meet 
who you’re meant to connect 
with here — will love you ex-
actly as you are right now. 
Alongside every person who 
makes you feel like you don’t 
belong, there will be another 
who loves you and reminds 
you that you are more than 
enough. So please be yourself, 
and the friends you’re meant 
to have will come to you.

ALLEGRA LEE
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Believe and Achieve

At Andover, you will find 
yourself constantly sur-
rounded by so many 

talented, accomplished people 
(including yourself ), which may 
make reaching out for support feel 
intimidating or like a sign of weak-
ness. But, what makes Andover 
special is that this couldn’t be fur-
ther from the truth. Whether it’s 
checking in with a teacher during 
conference period, admitting to a 
friend when feeling stressed, or 
simply asking your prefect where 
to sit in Commons, the Andover 
community is here for you to help 
you grow into a better self. You 
don’t need to prove yourself by 
doing everything alone. Have the 
humility to reach out when you 
need it.

LARKIN TECHENTIN
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Ask For Help

The Phillipian welcomes all letters to the Editor. We try 
to print all letters, but because of space limitations, we en-
force a 500-word limit. We reserve the right to edit all sub-
mitted letters. Letters must be responses to articles already 
published by The Phillipian. We will not publish any anon-
ymous letters. Please submit letters by the Monday of each 
week to phillipian@phillipian.net or to our newsroom in 
the basement of Morse Hall. 

To subscribe, email subscribe@phillipian.net, or write 
to The Phillipian, 180 Main Street, Andover, Ma, 01810. 

All contents of The Phillipian copyright © 2025 The 
Trustees of Phillips Academy, Inc. Reproduction of any 
material herein without the expressed written consent 
of The Trustees of Phillips Academy, Inc. and the Edito-
rial Board of The Phillipian is strictly prohibited.

Corrections:
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Gracie Aziabor ’26 and Philip 
Meng ’26 were elected on April 11 
to be the 2025-2026 Student Body 
Co-Presidents, hours after the fi-
nal debate at All-School Meeting 
(ASM). Throughout Spring Term 
and over the summer, 2024-2025 
Co-Presidents Saraya Angbazo 
’25 and Nate Liang ’25 will help 
the pair transition into their new 
roles. 

Aziabor and Meng initial-
ly worked together as Student 
Representatives during their Ju-
nior year. Meng noted how their 
shared experience offered the pair 
a unique perspective into the in-
ner workings of Andover, proving 
valuable as they now begin their 
tenure.

“[Being a Junior] class repre-
sentative was really beneficial for 
me. I got to meet Gracie [who] has 
become one of my closest friends. 
Junior class representative real-
ly gave me an insight [into] how 
the school runs and how to work 
with the administration. Then, we 
took these two years off to really 
explore our interests. Now, we’re 
back, and we have the necessary 
means to get the things that we’re 
envisioning done,” said Meng.

Beginning in January, the 
co-presidential race unfolded over 
multiple months, including craft-
ing a platform, multiple rounds of 
voting, and a final debate. Reflect-
ing on this long process, Meng 
highlighted the dedication and 
time that went into their cam-
paign. 

“Gracie and I have been real-
ly putting in so much work for 
this since the beginning, honest-
ly, there have been many nights 
where we’ve stayed up until 3:00 
a.m. or 4:00 a.m. just getting ready 
and thinking about the things we 
were going to do. We are so excit-
ed to get started on all of this,” said 
Meng.

Throughout their campaign, 
the pair focused on four initiatives: 
a digitized Add/Drop process, Eq-
uity, Balance, and Inclusion (EBI) 
reform for Juniors and Lowers, a 
club budget and handbook, and 
Susie’s vouchers on birthdays for 
students. Aziabor shared her ex-
citement to begin implementing 
their initiatives, such as the club 
handbook, which aims to central-
ize policies about running a club. 

“I’m really excited to start 

working on the club handbook, 
which I feel like a lot of people 
would assume is less enticing on 
our platform. It’s more of behind-
the-scenes work. I’m excited to 
really get going, and that’s one of 
those things that I know we can 
hit the ground running on and 
start thinking about what we want 
to include. I’m so honored to be 
chosen for this, and I want to start 
as soon as possible,” said Aziabor.

Angbazo pointed out her fa-
vorite initiatives from the pair’s 
platform and applauded their 
ability to build upon the work of 
Co-Presidents before them. 

“[Their club budget and hand-
book initiative is] such an amazing 
way to build on what Nate, Mr. 
[Christopher] Capano, [Director 
of Student Activities], the Student 
Activities Office, and I did this 
year with ClubHub. As Co-Pres-
idents, it’s a big skill to be able to 
work with what is already exist-
ing at Andover and just to refine 
them and make it even better. And 
I think that is like a great example 
of great Co-President work,” said 
Angbazo.

From their experience of be-
ing the 2024-2025 Student Body 
Co-Presidents, the outgoing pair 
offered a few words of advice for 
how Aziabor and Meng could 
achieve success during their ten-
ure. Angbazo emphasized the 
need to accept rejection, as there 
are a large number of factors that 
are required for each proposed 
initiative, while Liang pushed 
the pair to begin advocating for 
change immediately.

“I would say get started ear-
ly. Even though their terms don’t 
technically start until the fall 

[when] people get back to campus 
in September, [I suggest] just go 
for it. Especially because Saraya 
and I are here to get them started 
on their term and work with them 
through May, [a piece of advice 
is] to really start having conversa-
tions with different faculty about 
their ideas as soon as possible be-
cause the year goes by fast,” said 
Liang. 

Reflecting on their campaign, 
Aziabor and Meng expressed their 
gratitude for the Andover com-
munity throughout the election 
process and shared their eager-
ness to step into their new roles. 

“I would like to say thank you 
to the student body for believing 
in us and for really riding with 
us along the whole… The sup-
port and love that I’ve felt from 
the end of the community across 
these past couple of months really 
warms my heart, and it makes me 
so grateful to call myself an Ando-
ver student,” said Aziabor. 

Meng added, “Thank [you to] 
all of the people who have sup-
ported us along the way: all the 
students, all of our friends, and all 
the faculty who have been able to 
talk to and have helped us walk 
through our ideas. Most of all, 
we’re just so excited. There’s so 
much to do, and there’s so much 
to get started on.” 

Editor’s Note: Philip Meng is 
a Business Manager and Gracie 
Aziabor is a Layout Editor for The 
Phillipian.

Editor’s Note: This article origi-
nally ran on April 11, 2025. 

STAFF REPORT

Gracie Aziabor ’26 and Philip Meng ’26 
Elected 2025-2026 Student Body Co-Presidents

K. MA/THE PHILLIPIAN
Philip Meng ’26 and Gracie Aziabor ’26 in Cochran Chapel during 
the Co-President Debate on April 11. 

Meet Your 2025-2026 
Blue Key Heads!

“Insane. Sweaty.” 
 - Sarah Bae ’26

“My throat is 
already sore.” 

- Frank Hu ’26

“GOOOO 26!” 
- Maya Clark ’26

“Ecstatic and dialed.” 
- Jack Farrell ’26

COURTESY OF SARAH BAE
The 2025-2026 Blue Key Heads in the Oliver Wendell Holmes 
Library on May 8, 2025.  

“Amazing, excited, 
and I don’t even 
know what to say.” 

- Will Ware ’26

“OVERJOYED!” 
- Maty Bah ’26

“We are starting 
tomorrow.” 

- Maddie Greenwood 
’26

“I’m at a loss for 
words.” 

- Cade Rutkoske ’26

“Blue.” 
- Addison Deng ’26

“LETS GOOO.” 
- Malcolm Tolbert 

A. HONG / THE PHILLIPIAN
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“Cluster Olympics, Capture the flag, 
8:30 sharp, be there”

OVERHEARD ON 
THE PATHS

“Hey” - student actually looking up 
on the path due to recent cellphone 

bans

“Bro Trump just announced tariffs 
on new international students.”

Week’s Top Headlines

• Vista Walk Now Three Times 
As Long to Promote a Fitter 
Andover As Part of Sykes’ 
Make America Healthy Again 
Initiative

• Seniors Using Toddler 
Backpacks Struggle to Fit 
Their AI Supercomputers

• Grown Man Claiming to 
be a Soccer PG Detained 
in Commons Line While 
Looking for a Free Meal

• Cell Phone Task Force to hold 
Absolute Sendy Victory Party 
in Light of New Phone Ban

“I just met my soulmate in the nine 
square line.” 

“How am I going to make lean 
now?!” - Student enraged at new 

Sykes protocol

Phirst Day of School

Fall Preseason Memories

COURTESY OF MURATHIME DAISLEY

Members of Girls Varsity Soccer at their annual Team Prep camp in 
Casco, Maine.

MURATHIME DAISLEY ’26
“It’s great to see our underclassmen grow into the team, which has 
happened throughout preseason. Our team lost a lot of Seniors last 

year, so we were expecting this year to look very different. Our Seniors 
were the heart and soul of our team, so we had a lot of nerves awaiting 
preseason, but we’ve exceeded my expectations. Everyone has stepped 

up their game to a new level of maturity. We’ve developed a greater 
cohesiveness over the last two weeks.”

COURTESY OF SCOTT CARMICHAEL

SCOTT CARMICHAEL ’27
“Football preseason was great. The 
whole team brought great energy 

and focus to practice everyday. The 
new players molded very well with 
the guys, bringing great effort and 

leadership. The new culture of An-
dover football is off to a great start.”

Coach Charles Brown and members of Boys Varsity 
Football.

CHLOE SONG ’26
“Preseason is going well. The 
team is just getting into the 
swing of training with each 

other again. We’re super excited 
for the season.”

COURTESY OF CHLOE SONG
The Boys and Girls Cross Country Teams at Holt Hill.

All About Arts

During Fall Term, Andover opens the year with a 
variety of arts events. Highlights include Grasshopper 
— the talent show on Family Weekend — and the pep 
rally where dance groups such as Blue Strut, JVNE, 
and SLAM perform before Fall A/E. 

Fall

Winter Term features several memorable events 
such as the musical and annual holiday All-School-
Meeting. Students gather for Abbot Cabaret, Ando-
ver’s winter talent show, to watch their peers perform 
in a cappella groups, bands, and more. 

Winter

Spring Term brings exciting Senior recitals, per-
formances at the Earth Festival, and the annual Kpop 
show. Students working on Independent Projects, in-
cluding showcases and Art 600, reveal their year-long 
cumulation of artwork. 

Spring

Campus Dance Groups Campus Music Ensembles
• Blue Strut
• SLAM
• JVNE
• Fushion

• Hypontiq
• Footnotes
• Bollywood Dance 

Club

• Asian Performing 
Arts (APAC)

• Photon

• Keynotes
• Yorkies
• Azure
• Fidelio

• Concert
• Jazz
• Symphony
• Orchestra

• Chamber
• Amadeus
• Gospel Choir
• Handbell Choir

Courtesy of Phillips Academy

K.MA/THE PHILLIPIAN

A.LEE/THE PHILLIPIAN C.MANZO/THE PHILLIPIAN

E.LIU/THE PHILLIPIAN



September 5, 2025 T h e  P h i l l i p i a n CAMPUS GUIDES A5



A6 CAMPUS EVENTS T h e  P h i l l i p i a n September 5, 2025

GRASSHOPPER

A/E

SPIRIT WEEK
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