
On November 6, the Phillips 
Academy Poll, also known as the 
Andover Poll, held a Student Civic 
Leader Summit on the importance 
of raising awareness around and 
participating in democratic elec-
tions. Congressman Seth Moulton 
’97, politician Adam Frisch P’24, 
Arnon Mishkin of the Fox News 
Decision Desk, and representatives 

from the Harvard Institute of Poli-
tics gave individual speeches on the 
topic.

With the 2022 Midterm Elec-
tions on Tuesday, the Phillips Acad-
emy Poll decided to hold a summit 
in hopes of stirring youth action in 
politics. Nicholas Donnellan ’23, 
one of the executive directors of 
the club, described the motivation 
behind holding the event.

“It’s very important that [the 
Phillips Academy Poll] show a side 
of polling that relates to the [Ando-
ver] community as a whole. This 

event is a great way not only to 
show the mission of Andover Poll 
but also to, during the tumultuous 
election cycle, really get the youth 
involved. And that’s something we 
think is important, is getting Gen Z 
out to vote, getting Gen Z to partic-
ipate in politics at large,” said Don-
nellan.

Donnellan continued, “And 
our motivation was to have speak-
ers discuss issues relating to voter 

Granted the Lorant Fel-
lowship for Most Earnest En-
deavor, Amina Hurd ’23 spent 
two weeks of her summer at 
the Polish-Ukrainian border, 
preparing and serving fresh-
ly cooked foods to the many 
Ukranians fleeing war and vi-
olence. Hurd took that stage 
at All-School Meeting on No-
vember 4 to speak about her 
experience at the border in 
August. 

The Lorant Fellowship is an 
award presented annually to 
the Andover student who has 
exhibited the “greatest desire 

to succeed,” which includes 
funding for their service trip 
of choice to Africa, Europe, 
or the Near East. Along with 
Hurd, Semira Robinson ’23 
and Amelia Vinton ’23 were 
awarded medals as finalists for 
the fellowship. 

Motivated by the burgeon-
ing humanitarian crisis fol-
lowing Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine, Hurd applied her cu-
linary interests and linguistic 
studies to her proposal. As a 
volunteer for the organization 
Fundacja Wolne Miejsce, she 
provided coffee, soups, and 
tea to people crossing the Po-
land-Ukraine border of Medy-
ka every day. Candy and other 
snacks were also available for 

children.
“Those of you who know 

me on this campus know I love 
to cook and bake, so I returned 
to those interests while I was 
thinking about the Lorant Fel-
lowship…. I knew there was a 
way that I could use my skills 
for good and for the benefit of 
others out of my immediate 
circle. In addition, I’m learn-
ing Russian here at Andover, 
and since the Lorant is specif-
ically for travel abroad, I knew 
I wanted to use my language 
skills. Given my two passions 
[and] the ongoing Russian in-

The Pan Athletic Center 
will open its doors for the 
first time for a dedication 
ceremony on November 11. 
The Athletic Department will 
gather and provide a tour for 
the Board of Trustees, exhib-
iting the new 25 million dol-
lar structure and dedicating 
honors to those who made the 
project possible. The building 
will not be open for student 

use until later in November 
and will close shortly after the 
ceremony. 

Paul Murphy ’84, Head 
Coach for Andover Girls 
Swimming & Diving, ex-
pressed that the opening is a 
long-awaited reward for the 
Swim Department. Murphy 
has been a student in swim-
ming, swim coach, and moni-
tor for the past 35 years, and 

In the 630-level Comput-
er Science class (CSC630), 
groups of students creat-
ed their own website which 
would teach their fall term 
topic, data structures and al-
gorithms, to potential view-
ers. Alongside the website, 
students wrote blog posts to 
solidify their understanding. 
Their goal was to design a 
program that incorporated 
both the actual content of the 
course and other learning ob-
jectives.

The inspiration for the 
term long project came from 

the concerns of Nick Zufelt, 
the instructor of the course. 
Zueflt worried about the lack 
of interest in data structures 
and algorithms, thus instead 
prioritized student engage-
ment and collaboration.

“On day one, I said, ‘Wel-
come to CS630. Our topic 
this term is data structures 
and algorithms, quite possi-
bly the most boring computer 
science topic there is. So how 
are we going to make this in-
teresting?’ The idea I came up 
with was to build the website, 
so they are thinking about 
how to communicate, and 
ultimately what they’re do-
ing is becoming the teacher. 

You’ve probably heard people 
say that one of the best ways 
to make sure you learn some-
thing is to teach it. This is a 
form of teaching––for them 
to work together to produce 
these teaching materials,” 
said Zufelt. 

Working across sections, 
between the two periods, 28 
students were divided into 
four groups: Communication, 
Design, Content Creator, and 
Platform Development. Marc 
Vidal ’23 described each role 
and how they contribute to 
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struction when the defiance was 
itself destructive. Personally, it felt 
a little unnecessarily outlandish. 
I thought that there might have 
been better ways to express their 
frustration and the urgency of the 
climate crisis.

By defacing a beloved piece 
of art, these activists effectively 
alienated their allies. People who 
were once willing to aid the cli-
mate cause were disgusted by 

their vandalism, and skeptics 
were pushed further, instead of 
being thoughtfully convinced of 
the relative merits and impor-
tance of saving our planet. The 
range of reactions created a situ-
ation in which people were more 
angry about the vandalism itself 
instead of the message behind 
the vandalism. People who were 
supportive of the activists were 
suddenly caught in the crossfire. 
People who condemned the activ-
ists were unable to separate the in-
tent and the impact. They created 

The majority of current Andover students, 
however, would not have been eligible to play at 
the first Andover-Exeter (A/E) in 1878. In our 
years of rivalry, female athletes would have only 
begun playing in 1973, after the Abbot Academy-
Phillips Academy merger. Black athletes, too, 
would have begun playing at A/E only 67 years 
ago—there were no Black students enrolled at 
Andover between 1878 and 1955. Our schools’ 
histories as exclusionary institutions are no 
secret. But, as our 144th year of “prep school’s 
oldest rivalry” rolls upon us, it may be an apt 
time to consider the complicated history that 
our schools continue to grapple with and in 
many ways, still perpetuate. 

At A/E in the Fall of 2021, Andover students led 
a chant against Exeter: “number six,” a reference 
to Exeter’s Niche rankings in the 2021-2022 
school year, when Andover was ranked number 
one. Meant by many as a harmless heckle, the 
chant endorses a potentially problematic way 
of assessing our education. Chiefly, the school 
rankings draw on categories that are often 
measured not by student health, happiness, 
or inclusivity, but rather, G.P.A., standardized 
test grades, college matriculation data, and 
endowment. 

Often hailed as the “top schools” in the nation, 
we, as Andover and Exeter students, must 
carefully consider how we conceptualize the 
framework our competition (both academic and 
athletic) is rooted in. Last year’s “number six” 
chant may have been an effort at teasing banter, 
but it encourages us to examine the ways our 
rivalry extends beyond athletics, and the metrics 
on which we base our standards of competition. 

More broadly, around A/E season each 
year, our schools compete over three specific 
categories—athletics, academics, and financial 
resources. Athletes play on the field, students 
banter over their rival school’s curriculum, and 
schools compete to get the most money through 
fundraising. Our “competitive giving” each year, 
in particular, reveals one way our schools’ elitist 
histories continue to manifest today. While a 
well-intentioned attempt at raising both money 
and school spirit, competitive fundraising can 
also exclude lower-income families, who may 
not be able to donate, and thus participate in 
school spirit, as extensively as higher-income 
households. 

We can also trace A/E’s rich, white, and 
male history in our schools’ athletics today. 
Both Andover and Exeter have made strides in 
promoting athletic inclusivity, but sports remains 

a space on campus that lags, both culturally 
and demographically. At Andover, for instance, 
varsity athletes disproportionately come from 
wealthy households; 53.8 percent of students 
from households that make over 500,000 dollars 
a year are varsity athletes, according to the 2022 
State of the Academy (SOTA). 

Moreover, athletic recruitment at the 
secondary school level, which Andover and 
Exeter both engage in, relies on extensive 
experience in a specific athletic discipline prior 
to high school—an investment of time, money, 
and resources that many families cannot access. 
Students have also reported anecdotes of racial, 
gendered, and socioeconomic discrimination 
within sports at Andover. Blackouts and team 
walkouts in response to racism, classism, and 
homophobia in Andover athletics have occurred 
in recent years, with Girls Varsity Lacrosse 
leading one such protest protest in the Spring of 
2021. These instances reveal an athletic culture 
that is trying to move past a difficult history, 
but in many ways, is still mired in the systemic 
issues intrinsic to Andover as a New England 
preparatory school. 

Acknowledging this history and thinking 
critically about our athletic culture today, 
we then may think of ways to address how 
structural inequities manifest in athletic rivalry 
at prep schools more broadly. A/E, by virtue of 
its weight as “prep school’s oldest rivalry,” makes 
our athletic standing valuable to every member 
of our community, not just the students already 
involved in these programs. 

Rather than holding ourselves to traditional 
standards of athletic, academic, and financial 
achievements, we should assess our schools’ 
success on more expansive standards, such as 
student wellness, quality of life, and community 
satisfaction. We could put equal weight on 
athletic inclusivity and sports victories as a 
marker of our success. We could prioritize equity 
initiatives over fundraising contests, or student 
wellness over GPA. At the end of the day, once 
the last touchdown is scored and the last exam 
graded, our commitment to our community’s 
health, happiness, and equity should come first.

We wish good luck to our teams this Saturday, 
and hope that our readers, regardless of which 
side you’re cheering from, continue this 
conversation beyond A/E weekend.

This editorial represents the views of The 
Phillipian, Vol. CXLV.
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I’m sure that most of us have 
seen the video of climate ac-
tivists from the organization 

“Just Stop Oil” throwing cans of 
soup at one of Van Gogh’s price-
less masterpieces. This incident 
ignited internet-wide debates 
over the morality of this protest, 
and whether or not these activ-
ists were harming their cause. 
The message was clear: we value 
works of art more highly than we 
do our planet. If what they in-
tended to do was accentuate and 
highlight what we value in society, 
they definitely achieved their goal. 
However, if instead they wanted 
people to be cognizant of how 
their values shape their treatment 
of the environment, they failed, 
horribly. Generally speaking, po-
larizing demonstrations are just 
that, polarizing. There are always 
people that support the cause, but 
not the demonstration itself, and 
then people who are just patently 
against anything having to do with 
the cause, and of course, everyone 
in between. What I think these ac-
tivists did, more than anything, is 
create a unifying experience, that 
quite honestly, backfired. Howev-
er, their message and their intent 
was in the right place. They suc-

ceeded in uniting people around a 
cause, just the wrong one. 

To be clear, they were actually 
unable to harm the painting itself, 
because it had a shield of protec-
tive glass over it, but the soup did 
damage the frame. By defacing 
a common cultural artifact, the 
demonstrators proved their point 
that we as a society care more 
about a piece of art than our plan-
et. The message, and the intent, I 
understand. It sometimes seems 
that people have such a total and 
complete disregard for the envi-
ronment that drastic measures 
are needed. We need something 
so shocking that it wrestles our 
attention away from other issues. 
Something that also makes us 

completely and wholly 
devoted to a different 
cause. Their method 
was flawed, but their 
messaging remained 
relevant. They got a big, violent 
reaction from all sorts of different 
people. Art fanatics, regular citi-
zens, even members of the climate 
community condemned their van-
dalism of Van Gogh’s work. Others 
defended their work, and argued 
that their intent matched the 
impact: that people cared more 
about a destroyed painting than 
our dying planet. The fact that the 
activists highlighted the irony is 
undeniable. However, it is harder 
to understand a show of defiance 
in the face of environmental de-

a situation in which people were 
so flabbergasted that a priceless 
piece of art was defaced, that they 
were unwilling to recognize, in a 
sense, that the demonstration had 
worked. 

It made me feel a sense of ur-
gency and a kind of existential 
crisis dawned on me. The activ-
ists were right. I cared more about 
painting than I did about my 
home. I realized both the impor-
tance of their demonstration and 
the drastic consequences of their 
controversial rebellion. The ef-
fectiveness of this demonstration 
provided, for some people, a mo-
ment of thoughtful reflection, and 
revealed with startling clarity the 
irony of the scandal. I was in this 
group. I was looking at TikTok 
comments, and I realized that the 
activists were right. People were 
so concerned with a piece of art 
that they had completely lost sight 
of the fact that our planet is quite 
literally dying. 

In this case, the drastic mea-
sures had even more polarizing 
results. Internet controversy, one 
of the most common and preva-
lent forms of peer pressure and 
public condemnation, is a rela-
tively easy thing to achieve. But 
oftentimes, it is founded in the 
small things, small details that are 
misremembered are misquoted. 
However this scandal proved a 
larger point, and was indicative of 
a larger movement. Essentially, it 
got a reaction because it needed a 
reaction. 

. 
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Alienating Our Allies

Langan Garrett is an Upper 
from San Francisco, Calif. Con-
tact the author at lgarrett24@
andover.edu.
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Without a doubt, Upper 
year requires sacrific-
es. Any student who 

has successfully (or unsuccess-
fully) passed through Andover can 
agree about this. Barring any su-
perhuman abilities one may pos-
sess, it is impossible to do every-
thing; being a triple varsity athlete, 
the president of five clubs, and 
showing up to every single school 
dance just isn’t realistic. Since we 
are in the process of trying to do 
everything, you encounter many 
conversations between Uppers 
that go like this:

“I need this coffee. I got four 
hours of sleep last night.”

 “Me too.” 
This may seem like an unfair 

simplification, but I witnessed this 
conversation happen the very day 
I typed this out. Not to mention, 
with the average reported num-
ber of hours of sleep in the State of 
the Academy (SOTA) being 6.65, 
I doubt this is far from most stu-
dents’ realities. 

I then applaud myself, as I 
think back to my sleep tracker app 
which reported my achievement 
of getting 8 hours and 47 minutes 
of sleep the previous night. Most 
people who spend time with me 
can testify that I mention my sleep 

habits at least once, possibly even 
multiple times a day if they are be-
ing truly honest. 

After I drop this earth shatter-
ing fact on my peers, I get asked 
the same question every time: Are 
you serious? Yes, and I believe it’s 
completely possible for others to 
do the same. 

Many are skeptical, some are 
confused, but the most frustrating 
reaction is the judgment. Some 
people look at me as if I just com-
pletely dishonored the code of 
being an Andover Upper. There 
have been times where I’ve been 
told that I must not work hard 
enough, like that’s related to my 
healthy habit. Of course, this odd 
response does not make me stray 
from my ways of sleep, and in fact, 
motivates me to keep up this habit.

Not only has sleep been scien-
tifically proven to improve learn-
ing, but also improves mood, en-
ergy, and overall health. A study 

done by Michigan State Univer-
sity showed that I feel qualified 
enough to validate this argument, 
as I have experimented with my 
sleep schedule on many occasions 
at this school. Junior year, I spent 
my time blatantly ignoring the 
school’s suggested sleeping sched-
ule, and probably every medi-
cal professional’s in this country: 
11:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m. Beauti-
fully planned out — the ideal eight 
hours of rest every growing An-
dover student needs. I, at my very 
rebellious age, searched for a 
loophole to get all my homework 
done past lights out at 11:00 p.m. 
Looking back, I wasn’t a rebel, as 
I followed the bedtime set by my 
house counselors, except I woke 
up extremely early in the morning 
to compensate for any lost time. 
Obviously this plan failed. Besides 
the fact that I looked like I hadn’t 
gotten any sleep when I went to 
my classes, I physically felt that 

Getting Eight Hours of Sleep During Upper Year
way as well. Needless to say, I 
couldn’t keep it up forever. 

After my Junior year, I vowed 
to get back on track to living my 
best, energized life. I can’t say that 
I immediately saw any improve-
ment, and in fact, I didn’t change 
my habits until well into Lower 
year. My physical and mental 
health hit a personal low before 
I was fully motivated to change; 
prior to then, ‘get more sleep’ had 
been a mere post-it note on my 
desk. Not everyone requires such 
a dreadful experience with their 
wellbeing to spark change, but I 
was blind to the fact that there 
was even something wrong; it had 
been going on too long for me to 
notice. A critical moment for me 
was when I realized that my lack 
of sleep didn’t just affect my ener-
gy, but also affected other chronic 
health factors that I deal with. Not 
only did the lack of sleep cause 
me to feel physically and mentally 
drained, but it also exacerbated 
preexisting health conditions. I 
knew that nothing could truly 
be done to ‘cure’ me of any of my 
chronic concerns, but sleep was 
a clinically proven way to lessen 
the effects of these conditions. 
I had been brushing off some of 
the most important parts of sleep 
this whole time—regulating hor-
mones, fighting off inflammation, 
strengthening the immune sys-
tem, and so much more. I wasn’t 
completely convinced at the time 
that it would do anything for me, 
but I was so desperate that I was 
willing to try anything. 

Clearly, getting more sleep 
ended up completely helping. As 
so many researches had proven 
before, sleep made me feel good. 
I knew then what I needed to do, 
but still had to figure out how I 
would even manage to fit it into 
my schedule. As I have said be-

fore, Upper year requires sacri-
fices. Naturally, I wouldn’t be able 
to get this much sleep without 
picking and choosing how I live 
my life. Surprisingly, this leads 
me to a state of setting intentions 
throughout my day, which basi-
cally boils down to being con-
scious of how I use my time. 

For anyone else striving for 
this much sleep, or any other goal 
during hectic times in their lives, 
I recommend this method: Find 
your non-negotiables. This could 
be working out for one hour ev-
ery day, making it to every meal 
at Paresky Commons, or even 
reading three books a week. My 
non-negotiables are my physical 
health, my mental health, and my 
sleep. This means that no matter 
what happens, if something puts 
one of these things in jeopardy, 
I have to find a different way to 
function so I won’t give up any of 
my non-negotiables. I’m not per-
fect, so sometimes my intentions 
fall through, and that really feels 
bad. However, I have conditioned 
myself to now seek the mental and 
physical benefits of getting these 
priorities, rather than bragging to 
everyone about how much sleep 
I’ve been able to squeeze in. 

Of course, this might not work 
for everyone, but my own ap-
proach is a mosaic of advice from 
many YouTube routines, self-help 
books, and peer’s methods. Be-
cause of this I can say, do it your 
own way. Caring is the first step 
to taking care of your own health 
and wellness, and sleep is just a 
part of it all.
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Last Monday, the pair of on-
going lawsuits over affir-
mative action—Students 

for Fair Admissions v. President 
and Fellows of Harvard College 
and Students for Fair Admissions 
v. The University of North Caro-
lina—disrupted the world. It left 
us grappling with one question: 
Are the benefits of diversity in 
universities enough to outweigh 
the supposed violation of the 
Equal Protection Clause perpetu-
ated through affirmative action? I 
believe this should elicit a similar 
response: yes. Due to America’s 
long history of oppressing Brown 
and Black people, affirmative 
action is essential to providing 
equitable opportunities to these 
underprivileged groups. 

Since the 1970s, the Supreme 
Court has repeatedly ruled in fa-
vor of affirmative action, and for 
decades, considering race as a 
factor in college admissions has 
been justified by the idea that 
students learn better in a diverse 
setting. In University of Cali-
fornia v. Bakke (1978), the court 
ruled that there was a compelling 
educational interest in diversify-
ing institutions, allowing UC to 
consider race in admissions so 

long as it was a factor that was 
considered on every application, 
and only one factor of many. In 
Grutter v. Bollinger (2003), the 
court upheld the foundation of 
affirmative action, ruling that 
admissions officers could con-
sider the race of applicants as 
long as they did so in a “narrowly 
tailored” way. It is clear that the 
benefits of diversity had weight 
in both of these cases, which set 
the precedent for a world that 
utilizes affirmative action. How-
ever, it is crucial to note that in a 
world permeated with nepotism 
and connections, a vision of ra-
cial justice and equity isn’t the 
only thing on the line here; it is 
the diversification of the elite. To 
many companies run by White 
men, prestigious schools on your 
applications are a sign that the 
stereotypes of Black and Brown 
people do not apply to you; you 
are not uneducated and uncouth. 

Though we may not like to ad-
mit it, having Harvard written 
on your application might just 
be your way into Big Law or that 
prestigious doctorate program 
that you have always had your 
eye on as a Black or Brown per-
son.

But does a Harvard reference 
on a Black or Brown person’s 
résumé or a tenured Black pro-
fessor justify such preferential 
treatment? In its essence, the 

Fourteenth Amendment’s Equal 
Protection Clause requires states 
to treat all individuals in the same 
manner as other people under 
similar circumstances. But if 
universities don’t put in the ef-
fort to accept a certain number of 
Black and Brown students each 
year, how will we fight against 
the aftermath of segregationist 
policies, such as redlining, which 
educational inequities in many 
public schools can be traced back 
to? The education system is built 
on property taxes, and in poorer 
communities which are mainly 
populated by Black and Brown 
people the amount of money 
that can be put into local schools 
cannot equate to the amount of 
money that is required to employ 
proficient teachers and provide 
overall adequate education to 
students. But that doesn’t mean 
private schools are innocent. 
Choosing to move to a private or 
charter school from one’s local 
public school also contributes to 
this cycle of systemic inequity as 
often times it is the very students 
that are leaving that are more 
likely to perform better in school 
as they have more access to edu-
cational support. As the atten-
dance rates and test scores start 
to decrease, so too does the state 
funding for the public school. 

In both Supreme Court prec-
edents—UC v. Bakke and Grut-
ter v. Bollinger—the court has 
demonstrated that they believe 
that a quota system for Black and 
Brown students, as well as hav-
ing a long-term race-conscious 
admissions policy, is unconstitu-
tional. I agree; I admit that affir-
mative action is simply a euphe-
mism for racial preference. But 
since the Civil Rights movement, 

Call It by Its Name: Necessary Racial Preference
there has been an unfortunate 
paradox that has been brought to 
light: guaranteeing equal rights in 
its truest, most effective form re-
quires going against equality. The 
Amendments that were made so 
that the Constitution extended 
all civil and legal protections to 
Black people solely protected 
Black people from being treated 
differently, resulted in progress 
to equality. But outlawing racial 
discrimination proved fruitless 
without a few additions. Un-
like white citizens who had 
centuries’ worth of resources 
and opportunities at their 
beck and call, many Black 
and Brown children didn’t 
have this head start. What 
we need to focus on is eq-
uity, not equality. Systems 
need to be put in place so 
that Black and Brown 
people are not only 
treated in ways that 
would be equal to 
that of a white per-
son, but occasionally 
better to reach the 
pedestal that white 
people sit so comfort-
ably on. We took race 
off the table, only to 
realize that if we truly 
wanted to free histori-
cally oppressed groups 
from the cyclical conse-
quences of systemic racism, we 
would need to consider race once 
more.

Yes, racial preference in it-
self is based on preference to-
wards Black and Brown people 
over white or Asian applicants. 
Yes, in this system there are 
times when minorities are held 
to lower standards than that of 
a White person. But in order to 

reach the equitable 
society that we 

should have been in 
the first place, affirma-

tive action is necessary. 
Race will always be a fac-

tor when it comes to admis-
sions — whether it be through 

the proxies of class, financial, or 
social status — and it should be. 
Black and Brown students de-
serve a way out of the cycle that 
is inadequate education, and 
other students deserve to expe-
rience the advantages of being 
surrounded by those who think 
differently from them.

But in order to reach the 
equitable society that we 
should have been in the 

rst place, af rmative 
action is necessary. 

Leilani Glace is a Lower from 
Brooklyn, N.Y. Contact the au-
thor at lglace25@andover.edu.

Karis Sarkisian is an Upper 
from Los Angeles, Calif. Contact 
the author at ksarkisian24@an-
dover.edu.
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engagement, relating to barriers 
in getting into politics for Gen Z, 
talking about activism, all of that. 
And so the biggest motivation 
which was two-fold, was to get 
Gen Z into politics, and to express 
admission of the Andover Poll in 
a way that relates to the public at 
large.” 

Each speaker, aside from Moul-
ton, had a Q&A segment in which 
student-submitted questions were 
directly asked and answered on the 
spot. Anna Korczac ’24 expressed 
her appreciation for the wide vari-
ety of speakers. 

“As an Andover student, we 
have the ability to hear from some 
really unique and remarkable peo-
ple. And two of the speakers were 
alumni from here. And so when 
we’re given the opportunity to go 
and hear from these people and 
to ask them questions, we should 
always embrace these types of op-
portunities we have,” said Korczac.

The event also attracted a vari-
ety of students, some of whom were 
well versed in politics and others 
less familiar with the topic. Sophia 

Tabibian ’26, despite not knowing 
much about politics, learned a lot 
from the speakers. Following the 
summit, Tabibian shared her big-
gest takeaways from the summit.

“I don’t really know very much 
about politics. [But] voting is just so 
important and making an effort to 
have your voice heard is so crucial 
to society today. They were talking 
about politics and the real world 
today. But they also centered a lot 
of what they talked about towards 
the audience, their use, and how 
we can get involved. I think it was 
great how they were able to kind of 
center it around how we can take 
action. Everyone should be mak-
ing an effort to vote and to stay in-
formed,” said Tabibian. 

While it is unclear whether an-
other summit similar to the Phillips 
Academy Poll’s will happen again, 
board members are hopeful about 
the opportunity. Donnellan ex-
pressed his excitement and deter-
mination in having another event 
that can inspire other Andover 
students to voice their thoughts. 
He hopes that the politics-related 
clubs on campus can collaborate to 
organize future events. 

“Some of our current board 
members are already involved with 

clubs that are part of the Andover 
Political Union. So what [the exec-
utive board of the Phillips Acade-
my Poll] would really like to see is 
for them to coalesce more and to 
create more multi-club events that 
focus on issues in politics [and] the-
matic issues relating to Gen Z,” said 
Donellan.

All speakers shared the same 
sentiment of empowering the 
youth. Luke Fernandez-Suarez ’25, 
a member of the Phillips Academy 
Poll’s associate board, hoped that 
the event left people with the in-
spiration to vote and participate in 
elections.

“I was hoping for people to 
know that polling is incredibly im-
portant. Perhaps [it’s] not exactly 
100 percent science, but it’s by far 
one of the greatest indicators of 
what’s going to happen during the 
election cycle, what’s going to hap-
pen in the future. And if you want 
to perhaps change that result, then 
you have to go and vote for that. 
Especially some of the polling, 
what some of the presentations 
were saying was that many people 
thought that some elections were 
out of control, the demo does not 
matter. But in reality, they do. So go 
vote,” said Fernandez-Suarez. 
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HERE AND THERE: THE WORLD RIGHT NOW
War/Conflict: Former Prime Minister 
Imran Khan Shot in Legs During Rally

On November 3, Pakistan’s former Prime Minister, 
Imran Khan was shot in the legs at one of his political 
campaign rallies in Wazirabad. He was carried out of 
the protest march immediately and is currently in sta-
ble condition at a hospital in Lahore, Pakistan. Hours 
later, an anonymous person claimed responsibility 
for the attack through a video confession. According 
to “CNN,” he said that Khan was “misleading people, 
and [his rallies] were playing music and shouting from 
loudspeakers as the call for prayer was happening. I 
didn’t like this.” Police identified the subject as Mo-
hammad Naveed. The attack has drawn international 
condemnation and is said to be an attempted assassi-
nation of Khan.

Economics: Elon Musk’s Twitter Lay-Offs After 
44 Billion Dollar Takeover.

After Elon Musk’s 44-billion-dollar takeover of 
Twitter in late October, he has laid off nearly half 
of Twitter’s 7,500 workers, including CEO Parag 
Agrawal and two other executives. Twitter employees 
have been receiving layoff notifications since Novem-
ber 3, and several Twitter employees filed a lawsuit 
against Twitter, claiming the layoffs are in violation 
of both the federal and statewide Worker Adjustment 
and Retraining Notification Act. Musk appeared in 
an interview a few days later explaining that these 
layoffs were necessary for a company such as Twitter 
that was currently experiencing “revenue challenges,” 

reported “CNN.” However, only a few days after, Twit-
ter is now asking some fired workers to come back. 
They indicated that some employees were laid off by 
mistake and are reaching out to dozens whose “work 
and experiences may be necessary to build the new 
features Musk envisions,” reported “Bloomberg.”
 
World Issues: Over Hundred Killed During 
Halloween Crush In Seoul

On the eve of Halloween, 151 people were killed 
during Halloween festivities in Seoul, South Korea. 
Over 100,000 people crowded into the narrow streets 
of Itaewon, Seoul, a nightlife district. Most of the 
killed and injured were young adults, with female vic-
tims over double the number of male victims. A first 
responder at the scene told “The New York Times” 
that many of the fallen individuals “showed symptoms 
of cyanosis, or blue skin, or were bleeding from the 
nose or mouth. Some appeared to be bleeding from a 
fractured skull or had vomited… most were without a 
pulse.” President Yoon Sek Youl has declared a period 
of national mourning for those that passed away in 
the tragic incident. 
 
Health: Gender Treatments Banned in Florida for 
Adolescents

Florida’s Board of Medicine voted to ban all gen-
der-related treatments for minors under 18 in the 
state of Florida on November 4. Board members of the 
committee, appointed by Republican State Governor 
Ron DeSantis, voted 6-3 to outlaw puberty blockers or 

gender transitional surgeries. As a part of an ongo-
ing controversy in the United States of America, the 
decisions made by the committee are crucial because 
they are overseen by the State Department of Health. 
According to “The New York Times,” the prevention 
of gender-related treatments can lead to “high rates of 
depression and anxiety” in gender fluid and transgen-
der teenagers. Dr. Meredithe McNamara, a physician 
who often treats transgender adolescents testified in 
“The New York Times” that he feels “very strongly 
that this is a misuse of their power.” Dr. Kevin Cairns, 
former vice chair of Florida’s Board of Medicine, has 
stepped down due to his disapproval of the commit-
tee’s decision. 

Natural Disaster: Extreme Droughts and Heat 
Waves

Throughout 2022, many parts of the world have 
reported extreme temperatures and fatalities, while 
large bodies of water receding to record lows. Severe 
droughts in China and the U.S. have been recurring 
in recent years, costing the countries over 30 billion 
dollars in damage so far. The droughts and heat waves 
also caused significant agricultural and power plant 
damage and prevented the use of major waterways 
and canals. Over 16,000 European citizens have been 
killed due to the climate from either droughts or heat 
waves, reported “Yale Climate Connections.” In a 
recent Twitter post, Dr. Jeff Masters, a meteorologist 
at the Yale Climate Connection, wrote that “drought is 
the greatest threat climate change poses to humanity 
in the near term.”     

REPORTING BY ADDISON DENG & 
EVELYN KUNG

the building of the website. 
“Communication works 

with Dr. Zufelt and all the 
groups, making sure everyone 
is up to speed about whether 
people need [help]. Then De-
sign helped pick the design 
for the website, they picked 
the style guide. Content Cre-
ation, which [my group has] 
been doing the whole time, is 
to produce the content that’s 
featured on the website and to 
make sure that we’re accurate-
ly displaying or encapsulating 
what data structures are really 
about. Platform Development 
has been in charge of putting 
[everything] on the website and 
developing the frame behind 
the website. The four groups 
have been working together 
the past eight or so weeks, and 

now we’ve transitioned to ed-
iting and uploading [the] con-
tent,” said Vidal. 

Venkat Sundaram ’23 hoped 
that the website would provide 
a simpler and more accessible 
introduction to the sometimes 
intimidating topic of computer 
science. Through teaching data 
structures and algorithms on 
his website, he hoped to create 
a resource for whoever wants 
to learn the subject.

“In our computer science 
seminar class with Dr. Zufelt, 
we wanted to learn data struc-
tures and algorithms, but si-
multaneously put together a 
resource for everyone else, an 
open-source educational re-
source for everyone else to also 
go to learn data structures and 
algorithms, and to have this 

be the one-stop-shop that is 
accessible and also not over-
whelming and intimidating for 
people to see – a six hundred 
page book, for instance,” said 
Sundaram.

Despite the numerous chal-
lenges, Amanda Chiang ’24 
was satisfied with the meth-
od of teaching data structures 
and algorithms. Chiang felt 
that the skills she used during 
the project, such as teamwork, 
prepared her to work in envi-
ronments beyond schooling. 

“I think the experimental 
format of the course does a 
really great job preparing you 
for real life because it’s a proj-
ect, not like assignments, per 
se. A lot of it is self-paced but 
you need to be held account-
able and you have to collabo-

rate with other people, some 
of [which] you’ll see in person 
and some of [which] you won’t, 
so I think I’ve learned a lot in 
that sense,” said Chiang.

Due to the collaborative 
nature of the project, Zufelt 
worried about consistent and 
equal efforts from students in 
all groups. However, as the end 
of fall term nears, he has been 
satisfied with the efforts of the 
students. 

“The overwhelming feeling 
that I have leaving this expe-
rience is a combination of a 
sense of relief and being proud 
of my students. It is absolutely 
possible that given this large 
group project, you could have 
individual students who decide 
not to pitch in 100 percent, es-
pecially since I have lots of se-

niors who are working on their 
college applications. It is per-
fectly reasonable for students 
to think ‘You know what, screw 
this big project, I’ve got my ap-
plications to deal with. This 
project is going to be fine with 
27 people instead of 28 people.’ 
I’ve been incredibly impressed 
to say that [none] of my stu-
dents are doing that. They are 
all very excited and working 
hard on this website, and that 
is a very pleasant surprise,” 
said Zufelt. 

CSC 630 Classes Bring Interactive Learning Methods 
To “Most Boring Computer Science Topic There Is”

Phillips Academy Poll Hosts Summit to 
Raise Awareness Around Election Participation

Continued from A1, Column 1
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The Executive Board of the Phillips Academy Poll is comprised of students Alex Shieh ’23, Patrick Chen ’23, and 
Nicholas Donnellan ’23, as pictured above (left to right). 
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10. Traveling from California, 
how do you feel about the food on campus? 

I mean, coming from California, I feel like I’m getting demoted because 
there’s so much fresh produce in California. And I get none of that here. I 

genuinely feel like I’m getting scurvy.

4. What’s the most absurd thing 
you experienced at Andver?

When Rabbit Pond freezes over the winter, people take chairs and 
push each other across the ice. It [is] the funniest thing ever.

5. How have your experiences in the AI garden been so far?
So right now the AI garden, it’s mostly just like putting stuff togeth-

er. We’re building a table, and a mobile bed in the [robotics lab of the] 
Makerspace. So there’s going to be a little garden bed down there. And 

right now, there’s very minimal AI because we’re just setting everything 
up. But the long term goal is to kind of figure out what the software and 
hardware components need or where they can be improved. And then 

just contributing to the open source from there. 

7. Out of all your achievements so far, 
which one do you feel most proud of? Why?

Actually, this is very anti-STEM of me. Basically, when I was coming 
into high school, I was like ‘I hate history,’ ‘I hate English,’ ‘I can’t write 
for my life.’ But then I got here, and I started taking History 100 and En-
glish 100, and I was like, ‘Hey, this is actually really interesting.’ Over the 

years that I’ve been here, I’ve actually found English to be a very interest-
ing subject. I’ve gained this new part of me that likes humanities… I know 

this is not really a conventional achievement, but I’m really happy that 
I’ve found something else that I’ve also really enjoyed.

6. What do you think is Andover’s biggest strength?
I think the strongest part of Andover is the community in terms of people 

and not just your friends, but also faculty, and also in terms of speakers. 
[All-School Meeting] speakers and sometimes clubs bring speakers. You 
get to hear about stories from so many people, and I think that, sure, you 
might be able to take a rigorous class or a good history class at any other 
school, but hearing these people’s stories, even your peers’ stories, how 
they might be different from you. That’s something that you can’t really 

get anywhere else.

8. Are you interested in STEM as a career path? 
I think STEM is a very, very viable career path. I’m also very passionate 
about how STEM and how computer science can help the future — not 

just for money but more so the social aspect of it… Instead of focusing on 
STEM as in pure science, I think it’s more interesting and more fulfilling 

to look at it in the lens of ‘how can this help the world?’

9.  What do you do at the Stanford AIMI 
(Artificial Intelligence in Medical Imaging) Lab?

So, over the summer I started working for them as an intern and we just 
created a model that would look for misplacement of chest tubes, and so 
basically we’d go through this data set. And with X-ray imaging people’s 
chests, we created an algorithm that would basically detect where those 

tubes are, and that would just inform radiologists on how things are 
placed and whether they’re correct or not.

10 Questions with 
Sarah Pan ’24

Sarah Pan ’24 is a three year Upper from Monterey, California. On cam-
pus, Pan is on the board of the Andover Asian Society, Blueshells, Andover’s 
competitive cybersecurity team, and is part of the Abbot AI garden, an Ab-
bot-grant funded project for intelligent automatic gardening. Pan considers 
herself to be relatively STEM oriented; over the summer, she interned with 

Stanford’s Artificial Intelligence and Medical Imaging Lab.
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Amina Hurd ’23 Calls for Continued 
Conversation on Russia-Ukraine War

2. In what ways has the Asian Society 
changed your Andover experience?

I went to middle school in Hawaii, and everyone there is Asian, so I 
didn’t really think about being Asian all that often—I kind of just took it 
as it was. But coming to the mainland, especially to the East coast, I was 
curious as to what the Asian experience is in predominantly non-Asian 
communities. And so, I started by going to an AWE (Asian Women Em-
powerment) meeting, and we read poetry by Franny Choi, and I was like 
‘wow, this is so interesting.’ Even though I was in a place where everyone 
was Asian, there was never really dialogue on what it means to be Asian, 

so I definitely started looking into that, and I just became really, really 
interested.

1. How and where do you pursue your 
personal passions at Andover? 

There’s a lot of really good STEM opportunities here, especially in the 
Makerspace. I think it’s such a good way to just go in with an idea and to 
make something out of it. I also think the faculty here are really amazing 
at supporting [students]. If you just go up to them and talk to them, it’s 

very easy for them to give you guidance or talk to you about what you’re 
interested in. And so, I think in those ways, Andover has been different 
from other places I’ve been to just because there is so much of that free-

dom, so you can really just get to explore whatever you want and whatev-
er you find interesting.

3. What is one thing Andover has 
taught you outside the classroom?

Andover’s taught me that there are so many different ways to live, if 
that makes sense. Like that sounds horrible as I’m saying it, but everyone 
is so different and everyone finds joy in their own ways. And you kind of 

see that and you’re like ‘oh, even though I might not be like you, I can still 
find a way to connect with you, and I’ll still be friends with you’ is one of 
the biggest takeaways I’ve had from Andover, and one of the things that I 

will appreciate the greatest.

vasion of Ukraine, the choice 
seemed almost obvious,” said 
Hurd in her presentation at 
ASM.

Hurd learned several daily 
Ukrainian phrases to communi-
cate with others. She described 
her conflicted emotions when 
speaking Russian at the border, 
given the context of the Rus-
sian-Ukrainian conflict. 

“I felt really bad about only 
having Russian as my medium 
for communication, because 
a lot of people from Eastern 
Ukraine know both Russian 
and Ukrainian by force… I wit-
nessed a lot of people [begin 
to] order coffee or soup in Rus-
sian and then quickly change 
to Ukrainian, as if there was a 
shame attached to it. I wished 
that I could communicate in 
Ukrainian… But again, educa-
tion requires taking steps to 
learn. And in this case, [I was] 
learning a different language,” 
said Hurd in an interview with 
The Phillipian.

Viktoria Georgieva ’23 was 
moved by Hurd’s presentation. 
As a student from Eastern Eu-
rope, she felt a connection to 
Hurd’s presentation, and simi-
larly hopes that conversations 
about the Russia-Ukraine war 
will be revived on campus.

“I was very emotional 
throughout the whole speech. 

At the end, I actually started 
crying because of how import-
ant and how pressing all of these 
issues [are]. From an Ameri-
can standpoint, it’s very easy 
to neglect [the war], but I’m 
from Bulgaria, I live in Eastern 
Europe, and it’s very close to 
home. So it’s very impactful to 
hear people acknowledging it… 
I feel like other people that I’ve 
talked to [on campus] have also 
started to forget about it. I’ve 
been noticing that in American 
media, they don’t really [report 
on the conflict] as much. I think 
for them it has lost that market 
value… It looks like people have 
stopped caring,” said Georgie-
va.

Hurd emphasized the im-
portance of spreading aware-
ness and being well-informed 
on the conflict. She recognized 
a global responsibility to fight 
misinformation.

“As a student studying the 
Russian language and as a cit-
izen of this world, I felt, and I 
still feel, as if it is my responsi-
bility to learn and to keep my-
self informed on the emergent 
conflict… It is all of our respon-
sibilities to stay informed about 
the ongoing invasion. Educa-
tion is power, and making the 
active choice to stay knowl-
edgeable about what is hap-
pening in Ukraine from trusted 
sources means that you are tak-
ing an active stance against the 
prevalence of misinformation,” 
said Hurd.

Ashiq Kibria ’26 agreed with 
Hurd’s emphasis on reading 
the news. According to Kibria, 
Hurd’s talk evoked his inter-
est in learning more about the 
Russia-Ukraine war and in-
spired him to conduct further 
research into the subject.

“It is important to acknowl-
edge [the war], especially be-
cause Amina talked about fake 
news and how crucial it is to 
spread the message that the 
war is still going on. Just be-
cause American news lines 
don’t promote [them], it doesn’t 
mean that a ton of tragedies ar-
en’t currently happening… I’m 
planning to research the topic 
later on, so I can understand it 
better,” said Kibria.

Hurd hopes students will be 
inspired to channel their inter-
ests and abilities to help others. 
She encouraged every student 
to use the opportunities offered 
to them for productive and pos-
itive causes.

“I want people to take away 
that there is a way to use their 
passions and skills to positively 
impact others. It doesn’t always 
mean flying to another country, 
it can mean doing a communi-
ty engagement program here 
on campus, or doing something 
back at home. Everyone is good 
at something, and everyone has 
the capability to use their skills 
for good,” said Hurd.

Continued from A1, Column 1

oversaw the construction of 
the Pan Center. He hopes to 
make swimming more acces-
sible for the entire Andover 
community and sees the new 
swimming and diving complex 
as a driving force for broader 
access. 

“It’s going to be very cere-
monial, I think they’re highly 
focused on the donors and the 
trustees, they will be here as 
well, and I expect it will just 
be a great event. I’m hoping 
that long-term, maybe short-
term as well, for the swimming 
part of it, the pool will be open 
much more than it is now. If 
it’s not very open much, there’s 
no cadence to it. So if there’s 
some cadence of getting into 
swimming or just getting into 
a kick, there are a lot of ways to 
stay in shape. Lots of runners, 
particularly, go into the pool 
when they’re injured so they 
can run in the pool without the 
harshness of actual running. 
Swimming, as we know, is a 
lifelong sport,” said Murphy. 

Similarly to Murphy, Ariana 
Zhao ’25, a member of the Girl’s 
Swimming & Diving team, is 
excited about the grand open-

ing of the Pan Center and looks 
forward to swimming in the 
new pool. However, she ex-
pressed disappointment that 
few student representatives 
will be involved in the celebra-
tion of the Pan Center’s open-
ing on Friday. While many 
are left in the dark about the 
confusing timeline of the Pan 
Center’s opening and use, she 
hopes that students could re-
ceive clearer updates. 

“When I arrived on cam-
pus I was told that it hadn’t 
opened, and they didn’t tell 
the students a specific time or 
never really sent updates on 
when we could start using the 
Center. I wasn’t really given 
a lot of information about the 
opening, so I don’t really know 
a lot about it. I think to some 
degree, maybe not, I don’t 
think the entire school should 
go but I think at least captains 
of sports that are in the Pan 
Athletic Center, they should be 
able to attend,” said Zhao. 

Board of Trustees 
Invited to Tour Pan Athletic Center

Continued from A1, Column 4
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Josh Espinoza ’25
“I can’t wait to be part of that celebration. I know it gets very compet-

itive, but I think that this year, we’re gonna have a completely different 
experience than last year… We have a football game coming up and it’s 
going to be a lot of fun. I am excited to continue the rivalry with Exeter, 

especially through football.” 

Wooba Song ’26
“I’m looking forward to it. I want to go to the Pep Rally because it’s 

going to be my first time doing it and I’ve been really hyped up about it. 
I’ve never experienced it but I feel like getting to see the Exeter kids and 
hopefully winning sports events over them will be a good experience. . . I 
also think having it hosted at Andover is more familiar to us as opposed to 
having it be hosted at Exeter, so I think having more familiarity will defi-
nitely be better for our teams. It would just be nice if it wasn’t before finals 

week so people have more time to study.”

This upcoming weekend, Andover will host its first Fall Andover/Exeter 
(A/E) weekend in four years. Students from Exeter will travel to Andover’s 
campus to compete in a series of athletic competitions including varsity soc-
cer, football, volleyball, and field hockey. Since its inception in 1878, the A/E 
rivalry has offered a chance for students to display school pride and a test of 

each schools’ spirit. 

Eddie Lou ’24
“I’m definitely looking forward to A/E weekend. I’m managing the 

Girls Volleyball team so one of the things I’m especially looking forward 
to is seeing their match against Exeter this Saturday. Exeter’s team has 
been undefeated so far but our team is looking very strong this year so 
I’m confident there will be some good volleyball going on this weekend... 
I think this is one of the times where our school becomes very unified, 
when you have Exeter as an enemy it becomes very easy to develop cama-
raderie, especially [with] the Pep Rally, which will do a really great job of 

bringing a lot of Andover spirit.”

Serafina Shin-von Nordenflycht ’25
“I adore A/E weekend. I’m a very enthusiastic person, especially when 

it comes to school spirit, and I think there’s something really wonderful 
about A/E just because as much as we are rivals with Exeter, you can tell 
that there’s enthusiasm and excitement throughout every crowd, even if 
we’re yelling at each other… I’m really excited to go to the volleyball game, 
but I’m also excited because I get to see my Exeter friends… as much as 
we are enemies on that day, I always get a hug and it’s nice. I think the best 
part of [A/E] is how into it everyone gets, especially if you’re going to be 
at the sports games. You can tell that everyone there wants to win in the 
sense of ‘wants to win the game’ but also ‘wants to win as the cheer sec-
tion.’ People dress up in crazy outfits. We have cheers specifically geared 
towards Exeter, and they have cheers towards us. You can tell that every-
one wants to be doing it and is having fun doing it, which always makes a 

rivalry so much more fun because people are feeding it.”

Sebastian Altomare ’23
“I am looking forward to it. We’ve been working in Drumline to get some 

stuff prepared, so for the most part, I’ll be playing some drums when the 
team scores or during some big parts of the game… I’m always excited for 
the Exeter kids to come to campus or for us when we go to the campus of the 
Exeter kids. At Exeter, they created a whole tent for us with food and stuff 
and we do that for them, and so the last time when I was at A/E, I talked 
with some other Exeter kids while we were having food. I’m excited to talk 
to them [during this A/E]. I think Andover kids are a lot more excited for 
this A/E, especially for everyone who’s been here, because starting with the 
Class of 2023, even when we were freshmen, we’ve still not had an [Fall] A/E 

at home… That’s what makes [Andover students] more excited.”
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Displaying the clothing, fes-
tivals and stories of Muxe peo-
ple, Carolina Tieppo ’24 deliv-
ered her Brace Student Fellow 
Presentation titled “Les Muxes: 
How a ‘Third Gender’ Practic-
es Self-Love in Latin America’’ 
on Monday, November 7. Muxe 
people, which includes transgen-
der, genderqueer, and nonbinary 
folks, have historically lived in 
Mexico’s Isthmus of Tehuante-
pec. Tieppo’s presentation ex-
plored the resistance of the muxe 
people to systems of oppression 
in Latin America including tradi-
tional gender roles and machis-
mo.

In an interview with The Phil-
lipian, Tieppo shared how the 
topic of her presentation was de-
veloped as she originally want-
ed to research gender neutrality 
in the traditionally gendered 
language of Spanish, until she 
connected with Yasmine Allen, 
a Spanish teacher at Andover. 
After her interest was piqued by 
a reference to the identity in Al-
len’s MLK presentation last year 

on gender neutrality, Tieppo de-
cided to do research on the mux-
es people with Allen being her 
Brace Fellow Advisor. 

“I wanted to take [the top-
ic] further and also explore this 
identity in the context of Latin 
America and toxic masculinity or 
machismo in Latin America and 
also, marianismo, which are ex-
pectations for cisgender women 
in Latin America, that’s built off 
of machismo [as a way] to uphold 
machismo. So I got all these lit-
tle bits and pieces together and 
it turned into my Brace research. 
I submitted a proposal in the 
spring … and now I’m here,” said 
Tieppo in an interview with The 
Phillipian.

Tieppo immersed the audi-
ence in the stories and lives of 
muxe people, including the dis-
crimination they faced and how 
they persisted in the face of it. 
Tieppo began her presentation 
by sharing the story of Mistica, 
a muxe person of Juchitán who 
was disowned by their family, de-
bunking the popular misconcep-
tion of Isthmus of Tehuantepec 
as a ‘queer paradise’ and shining 
a light on the discrimination that 

is still prevalent in the communi-
ty.  

“Anyone who reads about the 
Vela de las Intrepidas watch-
es a video on it or even goes to 
Juchitán to see the event in per-
son, would think that Isthmus is 
a ‘queer paradise.’ However the 
promotion of toxic, traditional 
ideas in Isthmus society proves 
otherwise. For starters, there are 
people just like Mistica’s parents 
who think muxes should not be 
allowed to adopt a femenine ap-
pearance. The act of restricting 
muxes to masculine clothing and 
hairstyles is present not only in 
home life but also in work life. … 
Although muxe folks are accept-
ed by a large part of the Isthmus 
population, some muxes claim 
that they would no longer be 
accepted if they established a 
public romantic relationship, es-
pecially if that relationship was 
with a man,” said Tieppo in her 
Brace presentation.

Tina Phan ’26, who had never 
heard of the term muxes before 
attending Tieppo’s presentation, 
reflected on learning about the 
discrimination people of that 
identity faced. The new aware-

ness she gained from the event 
motivated her to continue work-
ing for the inclusion of muxe and 
other gender non-conforming 
people.

“We have a lot of work to do 
towards allowing groups like the 
muxe people to be able to live the 
way that they identify without 
having to conform to these ex-
pectations of who they are, such 
as working hard but also being 
very family and home oriented. I 
think that my biggest takeaway is 
we have work to do,” said Phan.

Since she related to the con-
cepts of machismo and marian-
ismo, Victoria Ortiz ’23 appre-
ciated learning more about the 
background and development of 
these gender norms. She felt this 
knowledge would empower peo-
ple to resist the social construct, 
beyond simply having heard of it 
before.

“I obviously have grown up in 
a Latinx family and am Latinx, 
so the idea of machismo has al-
ways been there. I think learning 
about why it’s so prevalent really 
put words to something that me 
and a lot of friends have dealt 
with our whole lives. Obviously, 

you grow up knowing what ma-
chismo is, but I think having the 
history behind that, I was able to 
understand more … where ma-
chismo came from, and why it’s 
so prevalent. I think that infor-
mation can definitely equip ev-
eryone to better combat it, rather 
than it just being a concept that 
people think about and kind of 
know about,” said Ortiz.

Allen praised her skill and 
ability to authentically represent 
the muxes culture and people. 
Connecting the experience of ad-
vising Carolina to her time in the 
classroom, Allen described how 
she feels the power and agency of 
her students when they reclaim 
their authentic identities.

“This past year learning from 
my students [who are] living 
their full truth and living their 
authentic lives is so freeing and I 
think that, viewing that through 
the lens of muxe people, allowing 
yourself to be who you are and 
being true to yourself is the most 
important thing that I’d like the 
audience to get out of [the pre-
sentation],” said Allen.

Brace Fellow Carolina Tieppo ’24 Presents on 
Marginalization and Resistance of Muxe People

CATHY MA

Noureddine El Alam, Instructor in Mathematics and 
Girls Varsity Soccer Coach

“Of course I look forward to Andover/Exeter weekend. My favorite part 
is the friendly rivalry, the energy on both sides is exciting to witness. I 
would love for our fabulous team to conclude the season with an awe-
some match, supportive fans, and a great win…. We should all remember 

to win with grace and lose with dignity.”

First Fall Andover/Exeter Weekend at 
Andover Commences, Students Voice Excitement



EXETER’S Top Headlines
• Recent Finding: Board of Trustees Reallocated 

Niche Payments To Make Harkness Tables 
Rounder 

• College Counseling Starts At 9th Grade To 
Compensate For Losing Reputation as Feeder 
School for Harvard

• Deans Make Room Visitation Policies More 
Lenient Because Exeter Students Consider 
Third Base “Prolonged Eye Contact”

• Exeter Teaching Job Description: “Sit In Chair” 

• Long Live Harkness: Recent Grad Interrupts 
200-Person Lecture 

• Academy to Stagger Class Schedule, Prevent 
Students from Greeting Each Other Between 
Classes

•  True “Chemistry”: Football Captain Keith B. 
DaGeek ’23 Leads Team with “Game Theory” 
and “Projectile Motion”

• Students Shocked to Learn Money Spent 
on Wellness Center Condoms Could Be Put 
Towards Another Robotics Lab

• Exeter Boy Wishes Dining Hall Baby Carrots 
Weren’t So “Phallic”

• Exeter Campus So Ugly They Had to Film 
“Social Network” at Andover

OVERHEARD 
ON EXETER’S 

PATHS

“I can squeeze in 30.5 minutes 
of socializing between my 

orthodontist appointment and 
physics competition.”
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Recently, us Exonians have received 
a lot of slander for one of our alum-
ni, Franklin Pierce (yes, the 14th 
president). Voted the “least memo-
rable” president in U.S. history, we’re 
not so sure that’s a bad thing (see 
America’s most recent presidents). 
So we are here to set the record 
straight: Franklin Pierce was not a 
bad guy, he just had his quirks. Just 
like some of us! In case you don't 
know who we are talking about, just 
look up “America’s Best Presidents” 
and he should make the Top Ten best presidents on most neo-Confederate 
websites. 
    
 Here at Exeter we encourage speed and intellect—Pierce had both. If it 
wasn’t for his strategic intervention, southern secession could have been 
pushed back years, maybe even decades. It was hard being such a contro-
versial guy, supporting the Confederacy and everything, but his Exonian 
spirit was really what led to the 13th Amendment, albeit indirectly. 
     
Secondly, there’s a lot of questions surrounding Pierce’s role in his support 

a lesson to exemplify that even the best and the brightest make mistakes. 

careless decisions such as enabling slavery on the western side of Ameri-
ca. Moreover, his wife was in extreme distress, and as any good husband 
would do, he took a step back from his duties of running the country to 
help her. Pierce shows us that it is okay to take a step back and put your 

     
Also, can we take a moment to talk about the Bush family? Our god-aw-
ful neighbors in Andover have probably the worst alumni ever, yet no 
one ever seems to criticize them. Everything about them, the name, the 
looks, the school. George H.W., George W., and that stoner Jeb: what a 
bunch of losers. Don’t tell us H.W. had the highest presidential approval 
rating ever, 89 percent in March 1991; we’re pretty sure the Andover Poll 
conducted that one. On his son George W.’s part, [insert 9/11 conspiracy 
theory here]. Similarly, the unemployment levels rose to 7.1 percent under 
George W. Bush’s authority, while Pierce made jobs by expanding the mili-
tary, not to mention the sizes of his southern friends’ plantations. Overall, 
Pierce’s reign over America will be immortalized as a triumph in Exonian 
history, no matter what most Americans think. 

President: Franklin Pierce

I, __________________, as a Phillips Exeter Academy student interested in visit-

ing Phillips Academy Andover, understand the dangers involved. By marking each 

line with my initials, I agree that if these events occur, I can hold no one but myself 

accountable:

____ When any personal objects, such as my favorite TI calculator or Roblox-pat-

terned bow tie, are stolen and aggressively thrown away from me while the words, 

“Fetch, you little red gremlin!” are yelled into my face. 

____ When I am tripped and end up with a booboo on my knee. 

____ When I hear a naughty word that my mommy tells me I shouldn’t say. 

____ When those jerks play that loud heathen music.

____ When I end up lost in the middle of a forest because of language barriers. (I am 

responsible for bringing my own copy of the Urban Dictionary to prevent communi-

cation confusion)

____ When my -10 prescription glasses are broken, and I am blind for the entirety of 

the trip. 

____ When Big Blue Bullies hurl personal remarks (such as “safety school,” “geeks,” 

“Saturday classes suck,” etc.) in my direction during the sportsball game.

-

EXETER STUDENTS, SIGN THIS WAIVER 
BEFORE EMBARKING TO ANDOVER:

“I chose Exeter for its urban environment.”

into Andover was my interview. 
Apparently they don’t care about 

how many digits of pi you can 
recite.”

 
 

“Even getting good at sports hasn’t 
helped us with our social skills…”

 
“Why doesn’t our lion 
mascot have teeth?”

Phillips Exeter Academy 
Exeter, New Hampshire

real journalism

“‘Exit-her’ would’ve been a good contraceptive slogan, but 
wouldn’t be necessary for our community…”

“Can I get Harkness points for 
sharing my thoughts with my 

imaginary friend?”

“Will having a good football team 
mean I can make friends?”

“Wait, this isn’t Andover?”

we ran out of notable alumni to feature...

maybe we should start pulling from andover’s alumni...

WE FINALLY UPDATED THEEXONIAN.
NET

SCAN CODE TO CHECK OUT OUR 
WELL-DESIGNED, TOTALLY-LEGIT, 
AND UP-TO-DATE WEBSITE.

LOUISA CARTER



where nerd doesn’t entail smart...

happening now. If you’re like 

me, you want some answers. 

not, dear readers. In the true 

spirit of the intelligent youth 

from the third fourth-best high 

school in America (you should 

see my crypto), I’m about to 

share my highly-informed opin-

ion on the American economy.

I hear a lot about this “cur-

But here’s the thing: I don’t see 

why we can’t just keep using 

no-brainer. Also, why is every-

one so worried about things in-

amazing things it’s brought us, 

like balloons, bouncy castles, 

and whoopee cushions (which 

are all a lot more expensive 

now, for some reason). And if 

you’re still not convinced, think 

about a world where blimps and 

hot air balloons are outlawed. 

-

party stores, or that guy in the 

park who makes animals from 

-

ment shutting down businesses 

it doesn’t like, which is basical-

ly a dictatorship. Which would 

suck for other reasons, not just 

anime doll would go limp. And 

these people who speak out 

about the economy, even while 

they strangle the balloon in-

have speculated that the global 

balloon market kept our nation’s 

economy from going under. 

In conclusion, I don’t un-

sentiment in our country —

hopefully, with this article, I’ve 

I’ve convinced some of you to 

-

tion. Wonder what you can do 

to help? Well, obviously, gov-

ernment spending is key. I was 

Reduction Act, but thankfully, 

President Biden has just signed 

a 1.7 dollairs trillion relief bill 

to support all balloon vendors 

-

ries and student loan debt relief. 

interest rates. Now, not only will 

balloon vendors receive 10,000 

dollars for their balloon-studies 

degrees and a 100,000 dollars 

in annual welfare, they will also 

receive more interest from the 

public! Victory for all balloon 

lovers, everywhere. Long live in-
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Winner of Economics Competition Gives 

LUKE PIASECKI

the next Mark Zuckerberg, and we can’t help but agree with them on that. 

Daita has mastered the awkward, robotic poise of Zuckerberg, sitting unnaturally straight and rarely 
blinking. Try to converse with Daita, perhaps ask him a question, and you can almost see the gears in 
his head turning as he comes up with the most unsettling answer possible! Once, when he was asked to 
sit on a disciplinary committee, his face turned so white he blended in with the wall behind him!

In addition, he’s extremely smug, an essential skill if he’s planning to follow in Zucc’s footsteps and 
drop out of Harvard. But Daita would never drop out of Harvard because well… it's Harvard, and if 
his start-ups fail, he’ll always have that investment banking job to fall back on. 

-

as Zucc-ini was at his age. He’s only been caught once so far.

And, of course, Daita is already getting practice collecting personal information. He’s amazing at fol-
lowing people, digging up medical records, and then selling private information to shady third-parties, 

out what advertisements I’ll like most (here’s a tip: schoolgirl porn and capitol riot dates/times). 

Such a nice guy. A lot of people think elite boarding schools are just known for old white guys, but 
people like Mark and Selyor are proving that we also have weird lizard people. A huge thanks to Daita, 
and we wish you the best in your unethical business practices. 

LUKE PIASECKI

SENIOR OF THE WEEK: Seylor Daita ’23

• Read the Eighth Page

• Repeatedly refresh the niche.com page hoping we’ll be at the top

• Plan how we can make theexonian.net even uglier 

• Read old legal documents to keep our dry, humorless writing skills sharp

• 

• Finish our homework, and for our break, do our English homework for fun! 

• Make study playlists that consist only of underground Austrian goat music 

• Spend hours practicing our witty A/E comebacks in the mirror

• Blame race as the “only” reason we got rejected from Andover

• Sketch models for prisons

• Watch “How to Kiss” YouTube videos



NED THORNTON

From the Lion’s Den:                         
Attenborough Goes Deep  

Sir David Attenborough reports: (Cue the ominous music.)  
 

“�e Exonians are 
a remarkable species 
native to Exeter, New 
Hampshire—an exotic 
biome amidst the wil-
derness of New England. 
Watch now as the crea-
tures navigate their day-
to-day life. Here a male 
approaches a group of 
females. His brightly 
colored cheeks match 
his red Exeter polo, in-
dicating that he is pre-
paring to do something 
unusually social. Quiet 
down so we can listen 
in to when he makes a 
sound… he quietly chirps at a female Exonian, thrusting his hips 
ever so slightly. �is is a very unique request to an Exeter mating 
ritual. �e female’s reaction is even more astounding; she gu�aws 
in his face. �e male gets angry. He slowly steps back from the 
group, ensuring no sudden movements until he reaches the sanc-
tity of his cave. �e Exonians have a special response for this type 
of occurrence: look closely as the water bubbles up and spills out 
of their eyes and drips down onto their cheek. Snot begins to pour 
from his nose and form streams of mucus.” 

 
“Here in this extreme close-up, we get a glimpse of their class-

room interactions. Notice that Exonian over there. He is a speci�c 
breed characterized by their thick lenses. Despite the enhanced eye 
vision, the Exonian overlooks the piece of spinach lodged between 
his braces. �e classroom is the Exonian’s haven in the wild jungle 
of New England. Around the round Harkness table, they partic-
ipate in a ritual chant, alternating between their not-so-di�erent 
approaches to a very basic derivative. �ey feel safe here from the 
dangers of the outside world. But—oh no, what’s that? �e Exonian 
stands paralyzed, looking at a seat taken by another Exonian. �e 
magnitude of this event is undeniable — we are witnessing nature’s 
order challenged. �e Exonian’s favorite seat was taken. How will 
he react? Watch closely as a wet stain expands around the crotch 
of his corduroys, and he squeaks in the shaky voice, ‘You took my 
seat!’” 

 
“�ank you for listening in. Tune in next week to hear more 

about the true kings of the jungle, otherwise known as the Phillip-
ians.” 

“But Sir, You Didn’t Post The Homework” 
-Well-Liked Exonian

“Fascinating”: Attenborough looks on as the stronglings of 
the pride follow in their parents’ footsteps.

Bill Rawson is surprisingly 
tolerable for an Exonian. He 
graduated from the school in 1971 
and doesn’t need a Wikipedia 

Since then, Mr. Rawson has been 
a devoted alumnus and held pretty 
much every volunteer position, all 
the while excelling as a lawyer — 
no medical degree for this guy! 

In 2019, Mr. Rawson rejoined 
the Exeter community as the 
school’s 16th “Principal” (‘head’ 
was deemed too vulnerable to 
sexual remarks from the rival 
school’s satire page) and has 
been consistently well-liked since 
then. Exceptionally friendly, he 
has greeted nearly every Exeter 
student, even learning some of 
their names. Even more incredible, 
Mr. Rawson has spoken at least 
once to every member of his 
faculty — and knows each of their 
names too. 

At least a few times a term, Mr. 
Rawson will sit in on a class. Whether it be American Literature or 
Astronomy, Mr. Rawson is careful to listen and actively participate in 
harkness discussions.  

His interests aren’t limited to the classroom; in fact, Mr. Rawson has 
been to numerous sporting events, at least one per team, per season, 
and every game against Andover. Like most heads of school, and 
also most normal people, Mr. Rawson has a favorite sport (his being 
lacrosse), so he tries to attend every boys lacrosse game each spring. 

You may be wondering, being so engaged in his community, doesn’t 
Mr. Rawson get hungry? Yes, in fact, he does. Mr. Rawson is sure to 
eat breakfast, lunch, and dinner in Exeter’s dining halls for another 
opportunity to see students and verify the quality of the gruel. He 
never sneakily piles food into tupperware so he can eat alone. Of 
course, Mr. Rawson is still a normal guy, so he goes out to dinner 
most weekends. Still incredible.

Principal, but as a person genuinely interested in the happenings of 
his school. He should be an inspiration to headmasters everywhere, 
regardless of their schools’ Niche rankings. 

Rawson stands smug and victorious.

Leadership Personi�ed: Highlighting Mr. Rawson
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Live free or die E x c i t e d ?  E x i l e d . “‘Non Sibi’ -Andover, 1778” -Exeter, 1781 A9



Whirlygigs Toy Shop is 
the hottest spot for Exeter 
students to whirl and 
giggle (slang for having 
fun — remember, no 

lingo allowed on campus). 

the Train sets for those interested in the mechanics of 
locomotives, magnetic darts to take our their anger on 

to hug whilst you cry yourself to sleep! We also have a 
back room of lifelike, anatomy-shaped toys, but, don’t 
worry, they range on the smaller side to provide a more 
realistic experience.

You Didn’t Ask, We Still 
Delivered

A10 Ctrl-z                      E x t r a d i t i o n  R o c k s Ayo

�e Quaint and Charming 
“Downtown” Exeter:

Exeter’s Favorite BeReals:

 
provides the best legal 
CBD for those with 
sleeping disorders 
(bedwetting), harkness-
induced anxiety, and achy 
joints! New Hampshire 
is the only state in New 
England where recreational cannabis has not been 
legalized — which works out since Exeter students are 
incapable of rolling a joint, due mostly to their carpal 
tunnel syndrome from over-gripping a No. 2 pencil. 

If not at Whirlygigs, 
Top Drawer Lingerie is 
the place where many 

experience sexual 
awakening. Staring 
through the display 
windows or, for the more 
daring students, going inside and lustfully inhaling the 
scent of the aging bralettes, this is the closest they’ll ever 
get to the real thing. Warning: high chances of bumping 
into your elderly English teachers while adventuring in 
the store. 

A treat for making it this far: 
3.1415926535897932384626433832795028841971693993751
058209749445923078164062862089986280348253421170679
821480865132823066470938446095505822317253594081284
811174502841027019385211055596446229489549303819644
288109756659334461284756482337867831652712019091456
485669234603486104543266482133936072602491412737245
870066063155881748815209209628292540917153643678925
9036001133053054882046652138414695194151160943305...
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With 23 minutes remaining 
in the game, Andover potted 
its first and only goal. Kimball 
Union Academy (KUA) was 
unable to respond, giving An-

dover its seventh shutout of the 
season. The team’s record now 
stands at 8-3-4. 

Michael Hlavaty ’23 de-
scribed the defensive and of-
fensive contributions of Nick 
Anastos PG’23. Hlavaty also 
highlighted Oliver Buckhoff ’24 
and Ellis Denby ’24, who main-
tained composure against a per-
sistent KUA squad. 

“Our PG center back Nick 
Anastos stood out to me be-
cause he came off the bench 
in the second half from being 
injured. He had a great defen-

sive performance. Didn’t let 
anything get through or behind 
him, and he had some really 
great throw-ins which resulted 
in a goal. Also, I think Oliver 
Buckhoff stood out as well and 
Ellis Denby. They both kept 
their composure against some 
scrappy KUA opponents and 
had some very skilled moves,” 
said Hlavaty. 

Jonathan Bu ’26 noted how 
the team’s formation and dili-
gence is what allowed it to find 
the back of the net in such a 
competitive match. Seizing its 

opportunities was crucial to the 
team’s success, according to Bu.

Bu said, “It was very cru-
cial because it was the turning 
point in the game... We always 
had three guys in the back line 
and so with that, they only had 
one striker and we just played 
around them and were very 
patient. We would just take 
the opportunity when it came, 
but we wouldn’t rush or force 
anything. And I think we were 
waiting for the right moment, 
and it came to us when we 
scored the goal.” 

The team had to adjust to 
KUA’s unexpected playing style. 
KUA left the midfield open and 
pressured closer to the 18-yard 
box which caught Andover by 
surprise, according to Bu. 

Bu said, “They played a for-
mation where they sat back a 
lot, they didn’t press us, they 
sat back. So, in our practices we 
changed it a little bit because 
what we’re used to doing is hav-
ing high pressing teams pressed 
up on us. So, during half time, 
our coach talked to us, and we 
changed it up a bit by moving 
our players up a little bit, to our 
advantage.”

Hlavaty described KUA’s 
aggressive defense, which pre-
vented Andover from obtaining 
many chances. In the second 
half of the game, KUA players 
began receiving multiple red 
and yellow cards.

“It was pretty calm in the 
first half, KUA was playing 
very defensively, so it was a bit 
frustrating for us because we 
couldn’t break their lines. Then 

in the second half, it started to 
get a little bit scrappy. The KUA 
players were very physical, re-
sulting in a red card and a lot of 
yellow cards,” said Hlavaty.

Despite having difficulty 
finding the back of the net, Paul 
Gichana ’25 praised the team 
for its persistence. Andover was 
able to penetrate KUA’s defense 
more in the second half and 
control the game’s tempo. 

“I think overall during the 
first half we maintained pos-
session of the ball. We created 
a lot but we couldn’t get any 
goals during the first half. But, 
in the second half we continued 
trying to create opportunities to 
score and at the end of the game 
we got a goal,” said Gichana. 

But emphasized the high 
energy of the game. Heading 
into Andover/Exeter (A/E), 
the team is looking to focus on 
maintaining its offensive pres-
sure. 

Bu said, “It was very high en-
ergy, we had quite a big crowd 
for a midday game. So lots of 
cheering, it was a very interest-
ing game… [For future,] we have 
to focus more on high press 
because I think that’s really 
tough for everyone. That’s usu-
ally how soccer is played with a 
high press and less time for the 
back line to really get the ball 
out. And we’ve been practicing 
that all season, but I think we’ve 
got to continue practicing that 
for A/E.”

Andover will face Exeter on 
Saturday. 

Boys Soccer Takes Win in Intense Game Against KUA 

MADDIE REDMOND 

J.GIRO/THE PHILLIPIAN

Garrett Holman ’24 fights an opposing player for the ball.

Andover
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Led by Hat Trick From Molly Boyle ’25, Field Hockey Defeats Cushing 4-1

Molly Boyle ’25 sprinted 
down the field on a breakaway 
and stepped up to take the shot, 
hitting the ball into the net to fi-
nally put Andover on the score-
board in Field Hockey’s game 
against Cushing. Boyle scored 
again with a reverse hit, then 
finished the hat trick with an-
other goal in the fourth quarter. 
Lilly McInerney ’26 scored the 
fourth goal in the third quarter 
to finish off the game 4-1. With 
the win against Cushing, Field 
Hockey’s record now stands at 
12-1-1.

Quiana Bell ’26 noted the 
strong passes and communica-
tion that led to the win on Fri-
day. Although the game started 
off slow, according to Bell, the 

team was able to pick it up later 
in the game. 

“The game went well yester-
day. We had some great pass-
es and connections that led to 
some really good clean shots on 
net. I think that the team com-
municated well with each other 
and was able to keep our heads 
up on the field and see where 
our other teammates were. The 
game started off kind of slow. 
We had no shots on goal and 
the score was 0-0. The third 
quarter was the turning point,” 
wrote Bell. 

Keira Bruen ’26 noted that 
the slow start in the first half 
may have been due to a lack of 
communication. Bruen stated 
that the team has been working 
on spreading the field during 
practice, although that was not 
exemplified until the second 
half.

Bruen said, “I feel like we 
were pretty clumped together 
and we weren’t communicat-
ing very well, because I feel like 
people would step to the ball in 
the circle and just wouldn’t be 

able to put it in, but I feel like it 
was better in the second half… 
[because] we started to move 
the ball even more and our 
passing was really good, and we 
moved the ball inside and out, 
which was really helpful be-
cause it opened up players and 
led to some of the goals.”

Neily Ware ’25 explained 
how the team gained more con-
fidence later in the game, which 
allowed it to create many more 
opportunities to score.

“We started to have more 
confidence in ourselves and 
know that we had a lot of op-
portunities in our offensive 
circles so we knew that they 
would go in eventually, we just 
had to keep at it and keep stay-
ing aggressive, and keep shoot-
ing,” Ware said.

Lucy Parker ’26 highlight-
ed how the team has improved 
throughout the season with 
stronger team chemistry. Park-
er noted that the team chemis-
try has created a safe and trust-
ing space for teammates.

“I would say that in the be-

ginning, we were playing more 
of individual field hockey, but 
as we have progressed this sea-
son, we’ve learned to trust each 
other so much more, and be 
there for each other and move 
for each other, and create space 
for each other, and once you’re 
able to play for each other and 

not just yourself, we’ve had so 
much more success” said Park-
er.

 
Andover Field Hockey is ex-

cited to host Exeter this Satur-
day for A/E weekend.

ANDRE WU

Andover

SATURDAY

Cushing

4

1

Molly Boyle ’25 moves upfield with the ball, evading Governor’s opponent.
COURTESY OF PHILLIPS ACADEMY
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GIRLSSOCCER

Andover Girls Soccer 
Co-Captain Kelly Bu ’23 be-
gan her soccer career recre-
ationally at the age of five. It 
was not until five years later 
when she “fell in love” with 
the sport and the sense of 

community that her soccer 
team afforded her. In her fi-
nal year on the team, she says 
working toward a common 
goal has inspired this feeling.

“I really fell in love with 
the team aspect of [soccer] 
and sort of the gratification 
that you get from working 
hard and being able to see re-
sults just from sticking with 
something… [And when] you 

are on a team and can rely on 
your teammate to compete 
with you and to bring you up 
when you need it, you’re able 
to compete to win, to compete 
to improve, and all of those 
other things. So, it’s partial-
ly just being a part of a team 
and having that culture and 
family, but also everyone’s 
working towards a collective 
goal and [having] the same in-
tentions moving forward and 
that’s always something that I 
really enjoy,” said Bu.

Hayden Fischer ’25 empha-
sized Bu’s empathy for her 
teammates. Both on and off 
the field, Bu strives to con-
nect with her teammates by 
raising their spirits on diffi-
cult days.

Fischer said, “Kelly is a 
very dedicated person and 
she definitely pours her heart 
and soul into the sport and 
our team. I love how she cares 
so much about us and not only 
as athletes but as people…. 
She brings a lot of positivity, 
and especially when every-
one’s having a hard day, she’s 
always there to lift us up and 
make sure we’re working our 
hardest so the team can move 
forward and get over those 
hard days.”

Likewise, Head Coach Lisa 
Joel highlighted Bu’s devo-
tion and enthusiasm. Accord-
ing to Coach Joel, Bu’s agency 
on the pitch is a big factor in 

her leadership of the team.
“She’s full of passion for 

whatever she does and she 
does a lot on this campus… I 
think that what makes her a 
great leader is her sense of 
commitment to the things 
that she does. I think her 
strengths include her bottom-
less spirit. For, not just this 
team, but the GVS spirit and 
family, she’s just that. I think 
her strength is understanding 
that she’s part of something 
larger than herself and her 
ability to articulate that. And 
also just how she plays, she’s 
a leader. Not just by example, 
but by voice. She leads in ev-
ery possible way,” said Coach 
Joel.

Bu attested her method 
of leadership in large part to 
Myra Bhathena ’22, a former 
Girls Soccer Co-Captain. She 
strives to strike a balance 
between a powerful desire 
to win and recognizing the 
hardships her teammates may 
experience off the field.

“I really try to emulate 
what Myra Bhathena… did a 
lot of. It’s really just having a 
lot of empathy for people and 
making sure that people feel 
like they can come talk to us 
and have a safe space. But also 
being able to balance that we 
want to win, we want to work 
hard and we want to train to 
be the best team that we can 
be. While also being able to 

be mindful of everyone hav-
ing their own struggles, and 
everyone having their own 
personal journeys as they 
navigate Andover and the An-
dover experience,” said Bu.

Coach Joel attributed Bu’s 
extensive game time this sea-
son to her indispensable role 
as center back on the team’s 
backline. Especially in diffi-
cult positions, Coach Joel has 
found Bu’s ability to control 
the team’s build-up and get 
goals back to be irreplaceable. 

Coach Joel said, “I mean 
literally by her position and 
by what is expected of her 
verbally on the field, to be a 
vocal leader, Kelly is able to 
not only stand out as a play-
er, but as a voice of the team 
throughout the game… She 
has probably logged the most 
minutes of any teammate this 
year and it’s because we sim-
ply don’t take her off the field 
on game day because she’s 
just relentless. When the 
team is down, she’s the one 
to pick them up and, quite 
frankly, she’s the first part of 
our success to our offense, be-
cause she’s the reason we’ve 
won the ball back, and she’s 
the reason we’re moving for-
ward with it. She’s invaluable 
to us.”

INEM ANAKO

Co-Captain Kelly Bu ’23 Serves 
As Backbone to Girls Soccer Both On and Off Field

C.BARBIE/THE PHILLIPIAN

“Play for the person’s hand 
you are holding right now, we 
do it together because we are 
a family.” 

Andover Girls Soccer Head 
Coach Lisa Joel repeats this 
line before every game when 
the team, as per tradition, 
stands in a large circle hold-
ing hands. Joel’s persistent 
love for each of her players 
helps the team prosper, even 
in the most challenging mo-
ments.

Joel deeply values respect 
and love on her team: for one-
self, others, and the sport. 
Constantly pushing these two 
values, Joel hopes that her 
players can consider the team 
a part of their family. 

“First of all, we have to re-
spect ourselves as human be-
ings and care about ourselves. 
We always say that health and 
family are the most important 
things. Whoever you define as 
family and for these players, 
we hope [Girls Varsity Soccer 

[GVS]) is a family for them. 
Then respect for others, and 
the game of soccer, and our 
opponents. Respect is central 
to who we are... If we have a 
shared value of love and re-
spect towards ourselves and 
the game, I don’t think there’s 
any stronger, more important 
value than that,” said Joel.

Ava Davey ’25 believes Joel 
accurately reflects her efforts 
to create familial bonds with-
in the team, which pushes 
each member to play selfless-
ly. In addition, Davey appre-
ciates Joel’s constant enthu-
siasm for the sport and team.

“Coach Joel motivates 
the team every time she is 
around, whether it’s in prac-
tice, a game, a bus ride there, 
or seeing her on campus. She 
is always enthusiastic and 
ready to coach. When we all 
grab hands before each game, 
she tells us, ‘Play for the per-
son’s hand you are holding 
right now, we do it together 
because we are a family.’ We 
set ourselves to a high stan-
dard and she knows our ca-
pability as a team, and she 

constantly reminds us of that, 
which makes everyone work 
super hard,” said Davey.

In order for her athletes 
to play at their full potential, 
Joel prioritizes the team’s 
mental health, according to 
Hayden Fischer ’25. Joel en-
sures that her athletes receive 
an adequate amount of rest, 
both physically and mentally. 

“I really appreciate how 
Lisa puts our mental health 
first, whether that is in prac-
tice or games or just in life. 
She is always there for us, and 
if we ever need a day off, she 
is never hesitant to offer that 
opportunity to us because she 
always prioritizes our men-
tal health. And I feel like that 
makes a huge impact on me 
and our team as student-ath-
letes,” said Fischer. 

Joel aims to nurture a team 
environment that encourag-
es growth. In addition, she 
hopes that the relationships 
created, challenges overcome, 
and lessons learned on the 
team can be taken to life out-
side the sport. 

“[My goal] is to create and 

continue a GVS culture that 
cares deeply about growth 
as people and growth in the 
sport. I want these really tal-
ented players to always feel 
like every day and every week, 
we are working towards get-
ting better as individual soc-
cer players, and they really 
focus on coming together as 
a team. But above all of that, 
what I always remind them is 
this is about developing skills 
that have nothing to do with 
soccer. What it means is to 
be part of a group that cares 
and that has a shared purpose 
and has a passion and goes 
through all you have to go 
through,” said Joel. 

Joel sees the best in every-
one, providing resources and 
support for all her players to 
reach their personal and team 
goals, according to Davey. As 
a result, Joel constantly por-
trays passion and dedication. 

“Coach Joel sees so much 
potential in every player on 
the team. She is so invested 
in teaching us every aspect 
of the game of soccer so that 
we can improve together as 

a team, which is such an im-
portant quality. She takes so 
much pride in GVS and just 
genuinely loves coaching the 
game of soccer. We all appre-
ciate everything Coach Joel 
does for the team and the im-
pact she makes on each of us 
is amazing,” said Davey. 

Joel looks to continue the 
team’s ten-year win streak 
against Phillips Exeter Acad-
emy on Saturday. 

Head Coach Lisa Joel Hopes to Help All Players “Find the Best in Themselves”

MEG STINEMAN
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Co-Captain Emma Robinson ’23. Co-Captain Lulu Rourke ’23.
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With a quick recovery by Wen-
dy Wang ’24 and a final hit by 
Co-Captain Dagny Bingham ’23, 
Girls Volleyball defeated Milton 
in a 3-0 shut-out last Saturday. 
The team’s record stands at 14-4. 

For its Senior Night game, the 
team modified its starting lineup 

to incorporate the senior class. 
According to Lena Ciganer-Al-
beniz ’25, Andover effortlessly 
eased into the game with big plays 
despite these major changes.

“I think we played really well 
overall. There were a lot of adjust-
ments to the line-up because it 
was Senior Night. I think we were 
pretty consistent with our hits, 
and our defense was very good as 
usual [and] there were also a lot of 
big blocks,” said Ciganer-Albeniz.  

Head Coach Clyfe Beckwith 
noted that players were able to 
depend on each other to keep the 
ball alive and to make smart plays 
throughout the game. Coach 
Beckwith particularly identified 

Pauline Huang ’23 as one of the 
main offensive contributors. 

Coach Beckwith said, “We 
played as a team against Milton, 
covering for each other and play-
ing to our own strengths, like set-
ting Pauline in the middle as she 
was on a hot streak, and going to 
the outside sparingly as Milton 
set a very strong block. We got 
strong plays when we needed to 
stop Milton’s momentum [with] 
strong hits and key defense.”

Co-Captain Dagny Bingham 
’23 also identified Huang as a key 
player on the team’s offensive. 
Bingham mentioned that Huang 
successfully executed skills and 
plays that the team had been 
practicing throughout the season. 

“[Huang] had an amazing 
game, probably her best game 
of our season. I think she had at 
one point like ten kills in one set. 
It was really awesome and she 
was running faster plays [and] 
we’ve been working towards that 
all season. She finally got to try 
[running the faster plays] and it 
worked very well. That definite-
ly contributed to the team’s suc-
cess,” said Bingham. 

Huang shared the growth 
in how she deals with stressful 
games. She played one of her most 
successful games against Milton, 
and that was, as she explained, 
due to her ability to concentrate 
and be present in the game.  

“Surprisingly I’ve learned to 
get over performance anxiety. 
I used to care so much about 
what people think about my 
performance on the court, but 
I found out that the more I care 
about others’ opinions the worse 
I do. Now I’ve learned to focus 
more on what’s happening on 
the court, to think that I have all 
my skill sets in my pocket, and to 
believe in myself and my team-
mates,” said Huang.

With only two games left in 
her volleyball career at Andover, 
Huang shares her ambitions of 
pushing herself to play aggres-
sively while enjoying the rest of 
the season.

Huang said, “I definitely don’t 
want the season to end this quick-
ly because this is probably going 
to be the last time that I play 
volleyball competitively and I’m 
not sure if I’ll be able to continue 
playing in college. But I’m trying 
to have as much fun as I can and 
treasure every moment with the 
team and on the court right now, 
so that I don’t leave any regrets.”

Looking forward, the team 
will continue working on com-
munication in the transition from 
defense to offense, which the 

team struggled against Milton, 
according to Coach Beckwith. 
Moreover, the team will strive to-
wards curating offensive attacks 
and preparing for the ball after a 
block. 

“We let quite a few balls drop 
after a teammate made an amaz-
ing defensive play and we made 
too many service errors… Confi-
dence in our varied and quick at-
tack, and covering for each other 
on the court,” said Coach Beck-
with.

Girls Volleyball will face Phil-
lips Exeter Academy on Saturday.

Girls Volleyball Shuts Out Milton on Senior Night

SAGE PRESTON

Andover Football Falls to Suffield 13-25

With an 80 yard drive min-
utes in, Andover Football’s 
start against Suffield Acad-

  tub ,gnisimorp dekool yme
after a Suffield interception 
and touchdown, the halftime 
score was 0-19. Andover ulti-
mately lost 13-25 at Suffield 
on Saturday. The team’s re-
cord now stands at 2-6.

Co-Captain Aidan Porter 
’23 stated that leading up to 
the game, practices included 
a change in defense in order 
to adjust to Suffield’s offense 
strategy. Though the defense 
applied these adjustments, 
Porter wished that the team 
would have been more moti-
vated during practices.

“Suffield did run a differ-
ent offense than most of the 
teams in the league so defen-
sively we had a lot of adjust-
ments that we had to make… 
Our big thing is that regard-
less of wins or losses we want 
to get better every game and 

I think maybe we didn’t hold 
each other accountable as 
much as we could have to that 
mindset during our practic-
es. I will be honest, we did 
take a step backward, I feel 
against Suffield, so I think we 
were not holding each other 
accountable as much as we 
should have,” said Porter.

Co-Captain Joe Carrara ’24 
echoed Porter’s sentiment. 
According to Carrara, the be-
ginning of the game did not 
demonstrate the team’s po-
tential, with low energy hold-
ing the team back. 

“The way we started the 
game was not how we would 
have liked. We came a little 
bit flat and Suffield wasn’t 
a great opponent, so we 
shouldn’t have struggled like 
we did in the first half. Defi-
nitely, our strength was the 
second half, [when] we put 
together a great drive with a 
bunch of great plays. In gen-
eral, [in] the second half, we 
played like we wanted to be 
there,” said Carrara.

Scoring 13 points in the 
second half, the team adjust-
ed to put points on the board 
— but according to Co-Cap-
tain Andrew DeBenedictis 
’23, the shift came too late.

DeBenedictis said, “Suff-

ield scored quickly various 
times so we had to respond 
[quickly to that]. But in that 
second half, we really made 
the game and I was really 
proud of us since we kind of 
came up short in the end. We 
showed a lot of fight and a lot 
of effort in that second half. 
We just need[ed] to show it in 
the first half.”

Looking ahead, Porter fors-
ees the challenge that Exeter 

will pose in the upcoming 
A/E game. Porter noted that 
Exeter, with high NEPSAC 
standings and a top record, 
is Andover’s “toughest oppo-
nent,” but hopes that Andover 
will end the season strong.

“Given that Exeter does 
have such a good record, we 
have nothing to lose at this 
point, and they do have a lot 
to lose… We’re gonna go out 
there, and it’s our last game of 

the season. For a lot of our Se-
niors it’s their last time ever 
putting on a football uniform, 
so [we’re] just leaving every-
thing out on the field. We’re 
going to go out there, have 
fun, [and] hopefully have 
some surprises in store,” said 
Porter.

Andover Football will host 
Exeter at 3:00 p.m. for A/E 
this Saturday.

MEG STINEMAN
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Bryce Lubin PG’23 forces away from a defender.

Co-Captain Dagny Bingham ’23 hits against opponents.
J.CARMONA/THE PHILLIPIAN
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Andover Girls Cross Coun-
try showcased improvement 
from its first dual meet this 
season against Choate, de-
spite losing 19-40 to Exeter. 
The Andover/Exeter (A/E) 
rivalry, held on Exeter’s 
course, puts the team’s final 
dual meet record at 1-3. 

Out of all the meets this 
season, Saturday’s race fea-
tured the greatest number 
of healthy Andover runners 
toeing the line. Although they 
faced numerous injuries and 
sickness this season, the team 
consistently checked in on 
each other, building a stron-
ger bond and sense of com-
munity, according to Amelia 
Vinton ’23.

“There has been a real 
community around those 
who have been injured for 
either the whole season or a 
short portion of the season. 
There’s been a focus on cre-
ating that kind of communi-
ty and being like ‘Hey, how’s 
it going? How’s your injury?’ 
Working with other people to 
get through injuries together. 

That’s been a really powerful 
part of the team. You work 
out together, you get better 
together, but also when you 
get injured, you’re not in it 
alone. Having that emphasis 
on recovering together and 
drawing on strength from 
your teammate, just as you 
would if you were running 
in a workout or a race,” said 
Vinton.

Leading up to the race, the 
team focused on leaning onto 
each other for support while 
running. Lily Williamson ’25 
highlighted the team’s use 
of the phrase, “spark it,” as a 
way to motivate one another. 

“We were working on a 
lot of group running sort of 
things. [The coaches] would 
put us into groups and give us 
paces to do certain workouts 
in... We learned how to run in 
different packs, and use our 
teammates nearby to moti-
vate us to go faster. It turned 
into something, [so] that 
now, whenever we pass our 
teammates, we say ‘spark it’ 
as a way to build motivation 
for ourselves and our team-
mates,” said Williamson.

The historic A/E rivalry 
added a layer of competition 

and excitement to the team’s 
final dual meet of the season. 
In her first-ever A/E race, 
Tasha Bohorad ’26 enjoyed 
the lively and positive atmo-
sphere, even though the team 
was away at Exeter. 

“The energy was definite-
ly there, a lot from Exeter 
adults. They made it really 
exciting. Everyone was just 
really excited to race. Espe-
cially post-race, a lot of peo-
ple were talking about A/E 
and how good the race went. 
Even if you didn’t race well, 
the environment was really 
nice, and everyone was cheer-
ing for each other,” said Bo-
horad.

Williamson highlighted 
Bohorad’s contributions to 
the high energy of Satur-
day’s meet, supporting her 
teammates immediately after 
finishing her own race. Wil-
liamson reflected on how Bo-
horad’s enthusiastic cheering 
was what helped her cross the 
finish line. 

“[Bohorad has] been a re-
ally good source of energy on 
the team. She’s a Freshman, 
and she’s actually one of the 
most energetic and dedicat-
ed people I’ve ever met. She 

finished the race and immedi-
ately after catching her breath 
and handing in her popsicle 
stick when she finished, went 
out to start cheering for oth-
er people. She was the person 
I heard and saw when I was 
finishing. She’s definitely 
been such a positive presence 
on the team, and she’s been 
doing that at every meet. It 

really stood out at this meet, 
though,” said Willamson. 

Girls Cross Country will 
finish out its season at the 
NEPSAC Division I Cross 
Country Championships 
hosted at St. Paul’s on Satur-
day. 

Overcoming Injury and Sickness, 
Girls Cross Country Races Largest Roster against Exeter

ANGIE LUCIA

Emma Hagstrom ’25 runs for the finish line.
COURTESY OF PHILLIPS ACADEMY

Wendy Wang ’24 sets the ball to Co-Captain Dagny Bingham ’23.
C.BARBIE/THE PHILLIPIAN
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Field Hockey Rides Wave of Excitement Heading into Exeter Rivalry 

Heading into Andover/Exeter 
(A/E) with a 13-1-1 record, Ando-
ver Field Hockey looks to close 
out their regular season by con-
tinuing its ten-game undefeated 
streak. With this Saturday serving 
as the first Fall A/E at home since 
before Covid-19, the home field 
advantage for this matchup will 
be a new experience for the ma-
jority of the team.

Since Saturday’s matchup will 
be the final regular-season home 
game for the team’s Seniors, Lucy 
Parker ’26 believes there will be a 
special sentiment within the team 
that day, emphasizing the team’s 
excitement.

“We’re all very, very excited 
and really eager to play because 
as everyone knows, it’s a huge, 
huge game, and having it home 
this year is also so fun, for the Se-
niors especially. For them to be 
able to play their last regular-sea-
son game at home is really fun for 

them. I think the intensity and the 
excitement that we all have has 
built up throughout the season, 
and to know that it is in exactly a 
week is so crazy to us, so we’re all 
so excited,” said Parker. 

According to Co-Captain Kei-
ra Harder ’23, the team has been 
working on embracing unselfish 
plays, which discourages depen-
dence on individual players. In 
particular, the team hopes to uti-
lize strong, cohesive passing to 
stretch the field. 

“We really want to play a team 
game. Recently, in our practices, 
we have been working on mov-
ing the ball to space and transfer-
ring away from crowds. Our goal 
in this game is to string together 
good passing sequences to cre-
ate better scoring opportunities 
instead of relying on individual 
skill,” said Harder.

Parker emphasized the balance 
between pressure and support in 
rivalries like A/E. She looks for-
ward to receiving strong support 
from Andover’s fans, in addition 
to taking advantage of the high 

energy supplied by Philips Exeter 
Academy’s (Exeter) players and 
fans. 

“Everyone is so excited that 
it’s A/E weekend, and the fans 
and the stands are actually cra-
zy. They’re so excited. Everyone 
wants to win so, so bad, and you 
can feel it on the field. When 
you’re watching games, you can 
feel it in the stands. And just hav-
ing a rival team when you’re play-
ing against them, and having your 
whole school and a whole other 
school there to support you, it’s 
totally a surreal experience. Me 
being a Freshman, I’ve never ex-
perienced it on the field.  I’ve only 
ever gone to the sports games, so 
I’m really excited to see what it’s 
like as a player,” said Parker. 

While the team has stressed 
a game-by-game approach 
throughout the season, Harder 
acknowledges the larger picture 
behind the game. With a rivalry 
dating back to 1880, Harder ex-
pects a tough battle. 

“We try to play one game at a 
time, but obviously with such a 

long standing tradition of rivalry, 
we are looking at a very strong 
opponent. We hope to bring our 
very best energy for this game and 
given that we don’t have another 
opponent this week, we can focus 
our practices to be solely geared 
towards defeating Exeter,” said 

Harder.

On home turf, Andover Field 
Hockey will face off against Ex-
eter at 12:00 p.m. this Saturday.

HENRY HE

COURTESY OF PHILLIPS ACADEMY
Co-Captain Keira Harder ’23 passes across the field.

Boys Football Looks to Leave “Everything Out on the Field” Against Exeter

Entering Andover/Exeter 
Weekend with a 2-6 record, An-
dover Football is looking to end 
its season with a win this Sat-

urday, despite being the under-
dogs to highly-ranked Phillips 
Exeter Academy (Exeter). Af-
ter a season of steady improve-
ment, A/E serves as Andover 
Football’s final opportunity to 
showcase its efforts this season, 
as the team did not qualify for 
playoffs.

Co-Captain Aidan Porter 
’23 emphasized the depth of 
Exeter’s team, composed of 
numerous Division 1 colle-
giate commits. As one of the 
top teams in the New England 
Preparatory School Football 
Association this season, with a 
6-1 record, Exeter is expected to 
pose a very difficult challenge 
for Andover. 

“They’re heading to the Bowl 
Games, so on paper, they are one 
of our toughest opponents all 
season. I mean just preparing in 
general for them and just know-
ing they have a really good re-
cord. They’ve beat some really 
good teams this year. They have 
a really good recruiting class 
coming in this year. Numerous 
[Ivy League] commits and other 
guys that have very good offers 
right now,” said Porter. 

Although Exeter boasts a 
strong record, Andover still 
has hope, understanding that 
its preparations leading up to 
the matchup will determine the 
result, according to Co-Captain 
Andrew DeBenedictis ’23. De-
Benedictis believes that focus-

ing on the small details will be 
imperative to the team’s suc-
cess against Exeter. 

“Right now, I just think we 
need to be [extremely] locked 
in. Exeter is a really, really good 
team. They beat a lot of teams 
that we lost to, but it’s a rival-
ry game. Anything can happen. 
So we just really need to be de-
tailed this week, watch a lot of 
film, and really have our best 
practices of the season so far. So 
it really all comes down to this 
week if we can execute. I think 
there’s a chance,” said DeBene-
dictis. 

Co-Captain Joe Carrara ’24 
shared a similar sentiment to 
DeBenedictis, emphasizing 
quality over quantity. By taking 
on one aspect of the game at a 
time, the team prevents mental 
blocks or overwhelming pres-
sure, according to Carrara. 

“Taking care of the little 
things [is important] because 
maybe we try to do something 
that’s too big, but if we just do 
our job and take care of the lit-
tle things, that’s all that matters. 
That’s what we have to do to 

play a good game,” said Carrara.
Despite losing to Suffield 

Academy the week prior, the 
team is still riding the momen-
tum of its win against Deerfield 
two weeks ago, hoping to bring 
similar energy and play to Sat-
urday’s game. According to De-
Benedictis, the team is entering 
this year’s matchup against Ex-
eter with more confidence than 
in last year’s 6-37 loss. 

“The win against Deerfield 
definitely showed that we are 
capable of competing with these 
high-level teams. Even though 
we lost to Suffield, we made it 
a game. We’ve been close a lot 
recently, so I think our confi-
dence level is way higher than 
last year, and I think that gives 
us at least a little more of an 
edge compared to last year go-
ing into the Exeter game,” said 
DeBenedictis.

Andover Football will face-
off against Exeter this Saturday 
at 3:00 p.m. in Phelps Stadium. 

MEG STINEMAN

COURTESY OF PHILLIPS ACADEMY

Justin Hardy ’23 (left) and Co-Captain Aidan Porter ’23 (right) lead the 
team onto the field.

GIRLSFIELDHOCKEY — 12:00 p.m.

BOYSFOOTBALL — 3:00 p.m.

Andover Girls Soccer has high 
hopes for the annual Andover/
Exeter (A/E) game this Saturday 
with a decade-long undefeated 
streak. Despite a series of mental 
and physical setbacks throughout 
the season, the team has perse-
vered and is determined to win.

According to Head Coach Lisa 
Joel, the team is approaching A/E 
with an excited and enthusiastic 
mentality. Joel said she strives to 
guide the team by helping them 
convert the pressure leading up to 
the game into energy displayed on 
the field. 

“What we want to do is chan-
nel that nervousness and embrace 
it; lean into that nervousness but 
then move beyond it and not be 
afraid and play with courage. And 
really just play with joy. If you 
play for each other and you just 
love this game, we can’t necessar-

ily control what the outcome will 
be, but we can assure that at the 
end of it, we’re gonna feel really 
good…. Sometimes your emotions 
can take over and get you out of 
focus, so the key is to stay focused 
on playing the game that we play 
at this point in the season, which 
is a great game of soccer,” said 
Joel.

Wylie Roossien ’26 stated that 
in preparation for A/E, the team 
worked on overcoming mental 
blocks that caused its discour-
agement. Roossien noted that the 
team has been able to overcome 
these difficulties, along with other 
setbacks throughout the season, 
under the strong leadership of 
Joel. 

Roossien said, “Not being able 
to accumulate that many wins 
has been something we’ve had to 
work through mentally. Through 
the leadership of our coach, Lisa 
Joel, and all of our Senior lead-
ers… [we’ve been able] to not at-
tribute success to the ending on 
the scoreboard but more of if we 

accomplished the goals we set out 
to do. One of the most significant 
setbacks we’ve faced is the over-
all record that we have right now, 
and the way the season’s ended 
up. One way we tackled that is 
through a sense of community 

and optimism.”
Lola Aguirre ’26 also states 

that the team has been training 
hard for the upcoming A/E game. 
Many of the skills they have been 
working on—spreading the field 
out and continuing to talk with 

one another—came to use for the 
team’s game against Lawrence 
Academy.

“I think our level of work and 
communication went very well. 
Especially because it was home 
and Senior Night, and the Seniors 
had worked hard for A/E, [mak-
ing] it a really special night for all 
of us,” said Aguirre. 

Joel noted that the support 
from the audience motivates the 
players to perform their best. The 
energy the players bring on the 
field is a reflection of the energy of 
the people watching, stated Joel.

“We love to play great soccer, 
so other people can enjoy it too… 
We’re inspired and motivated by 
the energy of those people who 
are fans and support us… I want 
them to use the positive energy 
from the community to kick it up 
a level, which I’m confident they 
will,” said Joel.

Andover will face Exeter at 
home on Saturday at 1:00 p.m.

SOPHIA YOU &
OPHELIA LEE

C.BARBIE/THE PHILLIPIAN

Jazzy Cormier ’24 dodges a Middlesex defender.

GIRLSSOCCER — 1:00 p.m.

Andover Girls Soccer Hopes to Maintain Its Undefeated A/E Streak 

After a 3-1 loss to Phillips 
Exeter Academy last year, 
Andover Boys Soccer is look-

ing for a win at Andover/Ex-
eter with a more experienced 
squad. Head Coach Edwin 
Escobar stressed the impor-
tance of emotional prepara-
tion prior to and during the 
game to ensure smart play-

making.
“Our emotions got the 

best of us. I think a year later 
we’re better because of hav-
ing that experience but we’re 
also better because we’ve had 
this whole time, this whole 
season, to develop and under-
stand the importance of keep-
ing our emotions in check 
during the game,” said Coach 
Escobar.

This year, with the team 
better equipped, Coach Esco-
bar hopes that the high stakes 
of the game will not affect 
the team’s focus and compo-
sure. In previous seasons, the 
level of playing dropped sig-
nificantly when players were 
underprepared for the emo-
tional aspect of A/E, accord-
ing to Coach Escobar. 

“Going up against Exeter 
it’s a different game. It’s a 
different game in the sense 
that it means a great deal to 
the players, to our communi-

ty, to the players that at one 
point played for us. It means 
a lot to the program and be-
cause of that, it becomes a 
super emotional game where 
you just want to do your very 
best for yourself, for your 
family, for your community, 
for your school, and that can 
be really difficult to manage 
those emotions. I think that 
it’s something that we’re cer-
tainly keeping an eye on and 
making sure our players are 
emotionally prepared for that 
game,” said Coach Escobar.

Jonathan Bu ’26 empha-
sized the importance of head-
ing into the game with mental 
clarity. 

Bu said, “I think it’s [the] 
speed of play. You always 
want to be quicker and more 
sharp. Not even just techni-
cally but just metally in the 
headspace. You want to be in 
the game, and you also want 
to see things quicker and 

more precisely.
The team is heading into 

A/E excited and ready for a 
competitive match. Coach Es-
cobar noted the significance 
of the rivalry game. 

“When you think about 
Andover and Exeter, that’s al-
ways a super important game 
for us. Not just what it means 
for us postseason, but what it 
means in terms of the rival-
ry we have as schools, as in-
stitutions and the pride that 
we have for the jersey that 
we wear certainly is signif-
icant that day that we get to 
represent our school. We’re 
really excited. We’re looking 
forward to it,” said Coach Es-
cobar.

Andover will face Exeter 
this Saturday at home.

EVA MURPHY

A.CHINN/THE PHILLIPIAN
Co-Captain Zane Matraji ’24 fires the ball towards the net.

BOYSSOCCER — 11:00 a.m.

Boys Soccer Looks For Win Over Exeter Following Last Year’s Loss
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Andover Girls Volleyball 
anticipates a challenging 
match against Phillips Exeter 
Academy (Exeter) this Ando-
ver/Exeter (A/E) weekend. 
Earlier this season, Exeter 
defeated the team 0-3, but 
Andover is more than pre-
pared to turn the tables this 
time around.

According to Lena Cigan-
er-Albeniz ’25, the team is 
prepared to showcase its re-
cent improvements since the 
last game against Exeter. The 
loss in October was partly a 
result of injuries and adjusted 
lineups, but now, the players 
are excited for the anticipat-
ed match-up.

“Going into A/E, I’m really 
excited because I think that 
last time that we lost against 
Exeter, we were missing two 
of our starting players but 
since then, even people who 
are not starters have really 
improved their skills… We’re 
going to go into A/E with a 
lot of fire and energy. I think 
that’s going to really benefit 
us,” said Ciganer-Albeniz.    

As the season progresses, 

players have been developing 
effective plays and thinking 
quickly on their feet, noted 
Ciganer-Albeniz. Most im-
portantly, the team has pre-
pared to be more decisive on 
the court.

Ciganer-Albeniz said, 
“We’ve been working on fast 
paced hits, more fast paced 

plays, so that includes lower 
sets and the setter or hitter 
goes faster, also just keeping 
the energy high and adjust-
ing to whatever we have to 
and placing tips in the correct 
place, and making smart deci-
sions with our plays.” 

With the highly compet-
itive energy of A/E, Pauline 

Huang ’23 emphasised the 
significance of a focused 
mind. She noted the impor-
tance of having confidence 
in each other to persevere 
though stressful moments. 

“I’m trying to have as much 
fun as I can and treasure ev-
ery moment with the team 
and on the court right now so 

that I don’t leave any regrets… 
[This season] I’ve learned to 
get over performance anxiety. 
I used to care so much about 
what people think about my 
performance on the court… 
Now I’ve learned to focus 
more on what’s happening on 
the court, to think that I have 
all my skill sets in my pocket, 
and to believe in myself and 
my teammates,” said Huang.

In an email to The Phillip-
ian, Head Coach Clyfe Beck-
with shared his understand-
ing of how the A/E game will 
pan out. He believes that An-
dover has the ability to de-
feat Exeter, but thinks that 
the match will come down to 
whichever team is playing at 
its best.

“It all depends which [An-
dover Girls Volleyball] team 
shows up. We have the skills 
and the depth to beat Exeter. 
If we make fewer mistakes 
than they do, then we have 
a shot at even beating the 
[number one] ranked team,” 
wrote Beckwith. 

Andover Girls Volleyball 
will face Exeter at 11:30 a.m. 
this Saturday. 

SOPHIA CRATTY

N.NAZAR/THE PHILLIPIAN

Co-Captain Michelle Brunetti ’23 has played on Andover Girls Volleyball since her Junior year. Above, 
Brunetti plays libero at last year’s Andover/Exeter game.

GIRLSVOLLEYBALL — 11:30 a.m.

Girls Volleyball Looks to Conquer Number One Ranked Exeter 
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Despite Falling to Exeter, Boys Cross Country 
Showcases “Camaraderie” and “Team Spirit”

In its second encounter 
with Phillips Exeter Academy 
(Exeter), Andover Boys Cross 
Country fell 21-38, its first 
dual meet loss this season. 
The team’s dual meet record 
now stands at 3-1. 

Running head-to-head 
with an Exeter runner for the 
entirety of the Junior Varsi-
ty race, Sebastian Lemberger 
’25 just barely edged out the 
runner in the final 200 me-
ters. Despite the team’s loss 
in the Varsity race, Lemberger 
led the team to a 26-29 Junior 
Varsity win. Lemberger felt 
that the last mile of Exeter’s 
course, which lined the perim-
eter of an open field, allowed 
for the perfect opportunity to 
spot and pass opponents. 

“The third mile is very im-
portant on the course, because 
Exeter’s course is tricky, in 
that it sort of deceives you 

into going really fast on the 
first mile, and wasting all your 
energy. It’s also hard to pass 
people throughout the course, 
so the third mile is the best 
time that you have for passing. 
So in general, in all races, that 
was a fairly crucial stretch of 
the course. It was definitely 
important in my race, because 
I had a big pass at the end,” 
said Lemberger. 

Max Huang ’24 explained 
that the team’s strengths 
against Exeter lay in its team 
dynamic. When not racing, 
members of the team sup-
ported one another by enthu-
siastically cheering along the 
course, according to Huang.  

“I think [our] strengths 
[are] just the overall team 
spirit and the camaraderie 
on the team. Everyone is su-
per supportive of each other. 
Both in practice, and then also 
during the races. We’re cheer-
ing each other on, even if its 
people in the JV race, Varsity 

race, or the Girls JV race, or 
the Girls Varsity race. We’re 
all just cheering each other 
on, just being super support-
ive,” said Huang. 

After its second place fin-
ish to Exeter two weeks prior, 
the team focused its efforts on 
speed work heading into Sat-
urday’s dual meet. Through 
race simulation in workouts, 
the team hoped to improve on 
its foot speed in the final por-
tion of the race, according to 
Krenteras.

“At this point, the bulk of 
our training had already been 
done. So it was mainly speed 
work leading up to this. We 
were actually at Exeter two 
weeks ago for a quad meet, 
and out of fourteen finishes 
that were within three sec-
onds of other Exeter runners, 
I think we only won five. So 
we did a lot of speed and en-
durance work… to simulate 
doing that last kick at the line 
so [we could] beat that Exeter 

runner,” said Krenteras.
Lemberger also noted the 

switch to more speed-focused 
work in the team’s training 
plan. In addition, the team 
began its taper leading up to 
Andover/Exeter (A/E), which 
prioritizes faster, higher-qual-
ity workouts rather than lon-
ger mileage during practice.  

“Towards the beginning of 
the season, our training was 
based on aerobic capacity and 
stamina. As we get closer to 
the end of the season, in this 
last full team meet and Inter-
schols, we’ve moved more to-
wards speed work and trying 
to get better starts and finish-
es, getting more high-speed 
effort into our races. So that’s 
what we’ve been working on 
leading up to this,” said Lem-
berger.

Saturday’s Varsity race only 
included fourteen runners 
total, the smallest field out 
of any meet this season. To 
be competitive in its cham-

pionship meet next week, 
Lemberger believes the team 
needs to reduce the time gap 
between the team’s first and 
seventh runners, which can 
be achieved through better 
pack running.

“Our big weakness is prob-
ably just that there was a very 
large gap between our… fast-
est varsity runners and our 
varsity runners… Often when 
facing off against teams like 
Exeter that have all their run-
ners within a relative mid-
dle-ground with their fast 
people, this can sort of put 
us at a disadvantage. Because 
yes, we have some inhumane-
ly fast people, but our Varsi-
ty team is very dispersed in 
terms of speed. I think that’s 
something that we can work 
on,” said Lemberger.

Boys Cross Country will 
race at the NEPSAC Division 
I Cross Country Champion-
ships at St. Paul’s on Saturday.

EVIE WOOD
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PA Thrift Works With 
Other Clubs to Bring the First Thrift Store On Campus

MAGDALENA MERCADO

Carrying a wide array of 
items ranging from jackets to 
dresses, the first official thrift 
sale at Andover took place in 
the form of a pop-up shop at 
Suzie’s on Friday. Organized 
by PA Thrift, the club’s goal 
was to engage the Andover 
community with sustainabil-
ity in fashion. 

PA Thrift board members 
Allie Encarnacion ’23, Gab-
by Edopka ’24, and Langston 
Reid ’24 spent multiple weeks 
preparing for the pop-up 
shop. The club collaborated 

with three other organiza-
tions on campus — Andover 
Business Club, The Wings 
Initiative, and The Andover 
Edition — to advertise, fund, 
and provide clothing for the 
sale. 

“It was a very collaborative 
event, and it definitely served 
its purpose in engaging the 
community—making sure to 
give back, and combining in-
terest of all three clubs,” said 
Encarnacion. 

The goal of the thrift shop 
was to have a fun and casu-
al way to educate the com-
munity about sustainability. 
According to Edopka, fast 
fashion has been making its 

way up the hierarchy in main-
stream media and become a 
relevant issue holding our cli-
mate at stake.

“Fast fashion, that topic’s 
been very prominent in so-
cial media as of recently, and 
so I think educating the com-
munity on how sustainability 
factors into fashion and our 
club was one of our goals for 
this year. And so we figured 
that a thrift shop would be a 
great way to introduce that 
aspect to the community,” 
said Edopka.

The thrift shop has been in 
the works for nearly a year. 
According to Reid, Chris 
Wong ’24, a member of The 

Wings Initiative, came up 
with the original idea for the 
pop-up, and it took the work 
of three clubs to collaborate 
together to bring the shop to 
fruition. 

“Last year, my roommate, 
Chris, actually ended up hav-
ing tons and tons of clothes in 
our dorm because he had peo-
ple donate them to him. He 
knew that this vision wanted 
to happen in the future, but 
he definitely wanted to take 
steps prior to make that hap-
pen… it was definitely time, 
and energy, and communi-
cation that made it happen,” 
said Reid.

Reid felt that the overall 

goal and message of the three 
clubs was accomplished. 
They raised money to donate 
to sustainability organiza-
tions while simultaneously 
engaging with the Andover 
community about sustainabil-
ity and fast fashion.

“It made our hearts real-
ly smile, we were so happy 
to see everybody come [and] 
support us. The idea that we 
might be able to do this again, 
raising more money to donate 
to even more sustainable or-
ganizations in order to raise 
more awareness is definitely 
something we’ll pursue in the 
future,” said Reid.  

’80s Rock Solos… on Air Guitar?: 

Shredding classic rock hits 
on the air guitar, “Airness” 
brought an electric hybrid be-
tween rock concert and the-
atrical play to Steinbach The-
atre last weekend. Telling the 
story of newbie Nina, Donoma 
Fredericson ’23, navigates the 
world of competitive air-guitar 
as “Airness” explores themes 
of individuality, self-expres-
sion, and community. 

Produced by the Andover 
Theatre and Dance Depart-
ment, “Airness” debuted last 
Friday evening, November 4, 
followed by a Saturday mat-
inee on November 5. Marie 
Faugeres ’23, who played the 
Announcer and Sprite Execu-
tive, commented on the show’s 
theme of self-love. Her first 
time acting in a theatrical pro-
duction since middle school, 
Faugeres expressed that the 
cast’s close bond helped actors 
feel more comfortable in their 
characters. 

“The energy in a crowd and 
message [‘Airness’] sends is 
something you can’t get any-
where else — it manages to 
combine to features of a rock 
concert and theatrical play 
into one… [The message is] 
definitely that you shouldn’t 
look down on someone’s cho-
sen art form or whatever they 
choose to pursue and how they 
express themselves. These 
people love to play air guitar, 
and although the show is a 
comedy, the message it sends 
is very serious and from the 
heart,” said Faugeres.

Performer Jessica Li ’24 
believes that by featuring air 
guitar over physical instru-
ments, “Airness” challenged 
the cast to be more vulnera-
ble in their performances. She 
emphasized that the essence 
of air guitar is free expression 
despite the absence of a phys-
ical instrument. Li played an-
tagonist “D Vicious” or David 
Cooper — a reigning national 
air-guitar champion and Ni-
na’s ex-fiancé. 

“Having no instrument kind 
of forces you out of your shell, 
forces the characters to bear 
themselves in some way, and 
to show vulnerability. I feel 
like having to play an instru-
ment with no actual instru-
ment forces you to also push 
yourself in different ways. 
You’re no longer constrained 
by the physical thing in your 
hands,” said Li. 

During the preparation pro-
cess, Director Natalya Baldy-
ga, Instructor in History, and 
the cast of “Airness” focused 
on picking specific song cuts 
to perform and choreograph-
ing dance routines. They drew 
inspiration from a variety of 
air guitar and rock music me-
dia, such as international air 
guitar championships held in 
Finland to Eddy Van Halen’s 
11-minute guitar solo, “Erup-
tion.” Baldyga explained how 
the cast analyzed and gleaned 
acting tips from Van Halen’s 
performance. 

“Eddy’s always either pull-
ing it in because he’s overtaken 
by the music or he’s reaching 
out to the crowd, so it’s always 
about in and out. So we spent a 
lot of time with the music, and 
then I think the challenge was 
putting all the pieces together 
because we did have to shift 

from rock performances to in-
timate scenes,” said Baldyga.

The cast of “Airness” faced 
tight time constraints during 
rehearsal. Some actors’ cos-
tumes arrived last-minute, 
such as a hoodie that was part 
of Faugeres’ costume, which 
arrived only hours before 
opening night. Nonetheless, 
Faugeres emphasized how 
helpful Baldyga was in guiding 
the production.

“We did a lot of dialogue 
reading and choreography, 
but I think it was a bit stress-
ful considering we didn’t have 
much time to work with the 
lighting and costumes all at 
once… But rehearsal itself was 
so fun, Dr. Baldyga was ex-
tremely encouraging and gave 
us so much advice on how to 
learn our lines better and in-

ternalize them,” said Faugeres.
Baldyga hopes that “Air-

ness” conveyed a message of 
individuality to the Andover 
community. She encourages 
audience members to pursue 
what they love with people 
they love, instead of judging 
themselves by external stan-
dards.

“I hope that [the audience 
will] learn that it’s okay not 
to take yourself seriously all 
of the time and that the most 
important thing you can do is 
find the people who will allow 
you to be ridiculous or geeky, 
or full of whatever weird joy 
you have in your heart. Then 
if you find those people you 
stick to them because they will 
bring out the best in you,” said 
Baldyga.

SERAFINA SHIN-VON NOR-
DENFLYCHT

Academy Bands Learn to Play as 
A United Entity at Final Performance of Fall Term

As soon as the audience 
members settled down in 
the Cochran Chapel pews, 
the marimba bars rang and 
the Academy Bands Concert 
kicked off with a performance 
of “Marimbabira.” Held last 
Friday evening, the Tuesday 
Band and the Thursday Band 
showcased a variety of pieces 
from the 19th and 20th cen-
tury. Wooba Song ’26, an alto 
saxophonist who performed 
in both bands, expressed his 
attachment to “The Damna-
tion of Faust” by Hector Ber-
lioz.

“My favorite piece was 
‘The Damnation of Faust’—
‘Damn Faust’ as Mr. Monaco 
calls it—because it was the 
most well-rehearsed and fun 
piece. It’s also the most tech-
nically challenging piece, and 
I have been told by many of 
my colleagues that it’s practi-
cally a clarinet concerto. It’s a 
very powerful piece that both 
the audience and performers 
enjoy,” wrote Song in an email 
to The Phillipian.

According to several per-
formers, the concert was 
overall successful — perform-

ers played on beat, they add-
ed dynamics, and did well on 
solo parts. Helios Hong ’25, 
who plays the bassoon in the 
Thursday Band, described the 
positive aspects of the con-
cert.

“‘The Damnation of Faust’ 
by Berlioz and ‘The Liberty 
Bell March’ by John Philip 
Sousa were the best we ever 
played… because I think peo-
ple practiced and once we got 
the notes right, we started 
to develop a really nice tone 
in the end. It sounded pretty 
good,” said Hong.

However, the preparation 
process did not come without 
challenges. Apart from the 
short preparation time, since 
the bands had to learn new 
music only a few weeks after 
the last concert during family 
weekend, they encountered 
challenges such as dealing 
with frequent tempo chang-
es and paying attention to the 
conductor. 

“In general, many of us 
weren’t that experienced…
[and] we lacked people, we 
only had two percussionists… 
some members were not used 
to rehearsing and performing 
together, and it was hard to 
stay together and blend with 

each other at first…. [In order 
to overcome this], we had to 
learn to truly play as one enti-
ty and not focus only on one’s 
own playing. The conductors 
emphasized the importance 
of listening to each other 
and provided insight that we 
could not have produced our-
selves,” said Song. 

Peter Cirelli, Instructor 
in Music and conductor for 

the Academy Bands Con-
cert, expressed that the con-
cert showed the student’s 
hard work and improvement 
throughout Fall Term and 
emphasized how he hoped 
the audience would recognize 
the students’ growth while 
enjoying their music. 

“We always try to improve. 
We try to improve our tuning, 
our sense of tempo and many 

different things. But overall, 
there was a lot that did im-
prove over the fall semester, 
so it was really good to see 
the improvement…. I think 
[the performance] went real-
ly well. The students played 
their best, which was all I 
could ask of them,” said Cire-
lli.

SOPHIE TUNG

C.MURPHY/ THE PHILLIPIAN
The ensembles rehearse once a week and overcame challenges posed by the pieces.

From left to right, Marie Faugeres ’23, Jessica Li ’24, Claire Wang ’23, 
Donoma Fredericson ’23, Miles Palmer ’23, Victoria Navarrete Ortiz ’23, 
and Angie Ceballos Cardonna ’25sa take their bows after the perfor-
mance.

COURTESY OF RACHEL ANDERSEN

COURTESY OF RACHEL ANDERSEN

Miles Palmer ’23 playing an air guitar to “I Don’t Want to Grow Up” by 
Tom Waits.
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A sleek white blouse and 
a combo of black pants and 
boots captures the essen-
tial aesthetic of  Hyeryoung 
Rhee, Instructor in Histo-
ry. Embodying the sharp yet 
comfortable elegance of busi-
ness casual attire, the young 
teacher incorporates styling 
tips from K-pop idols and ac-
cessories from her expansive 
earring collection to strategi-
cally balance out her propor-
tions.  

“I try not to go too much 
with the trend, because I 
know that low rise is the trend 
these days, but that makes me 
look shorter. I always prefer 
high rise, because I know that 
I’m petite…I [also] normally 
wear the same colored shoes 
as whatever bottoms I’m 
wearing, because if my shoes 
are white when they’re very 
black pants, it makes me look 
shorter,” said Rhee.

While in high school, 
Rhee’s T-shirt collection was 
largely dominated by her 
multi-colored uniform tops—
as a result, she felt her cre-
ative expression was limited 
to only jackets or the low-
er half of her body. Yet over 
the years, Rhee feels she has 
gained more agency in using 
fashion as a way to properly 
convey an image of herself, 
which ranges from profes-
sional work clothes to casual 
attire.

“I’ve learned more 
how to use fashion as 
a tool to…give off the 
image that [I] want 
to give off. Whether 
that’s giving off a 
more profession-
al image at work 
or, as the year 
goes on, I also 
tend to dress 
more comfort-
ably because 
I know...  my 
students al-
ready,” said 
Rhee.

One of 
Rhee’s major 
fashion in-
spirations is 
K-Pop singer 
IU, otherwise 
known as Lee Ji 
Eun, who often 
dresses in sleek 
m o n o c h r o m e 
and looser sil-
houettes. Rhee 
admires how IU 
utlizes fashion to 
make herself look 
taller and stylish 
despite standing 
at 162 cm; as such, 
she hopes to em-
ulate the singer’s 
fashion sense and 
presence. 

“I really liked this 
artist, IU, because 
she’s a really good 
singer, but she’s also 
very petite. But she 
dresses really well…
[I like IU] because I 

think especially because 
so many of my students 
are all have always been 
a lot taller than me…
She dresses in a way 
where she looks very 

elegant and tall, even 
though she’s only a 

little bit taller than 
me,” said Rhee.

When choos-
ing her cloth-
ing for the day, 
while Rhee 
a c k n ow l e d g -
es the stan-
dard factors 
of weather and 
comfort, she 
particularly fo-
cuses on her 
shoes as the cen-
terpiece of her 
outfit. Specifi-
cally, Rhee not-
ed that she pays 
attention to how 
her chosen foot-
wear portrays her 
height. 

“Shoes matter a 
lot to me. Partly be-
cause of height and 
partly because of 
comfort. Which is 
interesting because 
I always wear high 
heels, but here I am 
talking about com-
fort,” said Rhee.

Overall, Rhee 
finds it fun to put 
together outfits, and 
feels it can function 

as a form of stress relief. She 
also appreciates her students’ 
diverse fashion styles in class. 

“It’s really fun for me, first 
of all, to put together my out-
fits. When I’m traveling, for 

example, it’s al-
ways fun to look 

at what I have… [It’s] kind of 
[like] shopping in my own 
closet… I think fashion is the 
outlet for me to still like, ex-
ercise creative juice a little 
bit. Because it is an art,” said 
Rhee.

“Shopping in My Own Closet”: Hyeryoung Rhee 
Intertwines K-pop Inspiration With Business Casual Style

Dancers Encapsulate Emotions of Catharsis 
Through Three-Piece Performance “Exalted”

As the lights dimmed in the 
Tang Theater, three slender 
figures towered over the au-
dience. Dressed in all-black 
costumes, dancers of “Ceil-
ing, Sky” opened the “Exalt-
ed” dance performance. Per-
forming solos and duets, the 
dancers communicated with 
the audience through expres-
sive movements and facial ex-
pressions. One of the dancers, 
Ivy Randall ’25, explained the 
creative process leading up to 
this performance last week-
end.

“We met during class pe-
riods and a few times after 
school and started out with a 
bunch of writing prompts. We 
would write short paragraphs 
about personal experiences 
and come up with improvi-
sations based on them. This 
included movements that in-
corporated some of the words 
in our paragraphs and the sto-
ries that we were telling. We 
later wove these movements 
into our solos and duets,” 
Randall said.

Because “Ceiling, Sky” in-
cluded students’ own chore-
ography,  Minh-Khue Doba 
’24 reflected that the piece al-
lowed each dancer to convey 
their own interpretations of 

the theme of grief.
“The first part was about 

the emotional aspect of rip-
ping away or being torn away 
from their emotions: like peo-
ple being torn away from fam-
ily,” Doba said.

Throughout the perfor-
mance, the dancers delivered 
a multidimensional story and 
communicated a wide range 
of emotions, from addressing 
grief and loss to enacting eu-
phoria. According to Kareem 
Lewis, Instructor of Dance, 
whereas the first piece com-

municated the emotional 
aspect of ripping away, the 
second fostered a relatively 
light-hearted atmosphere.

“A lot of the inspiration be-
hind the [second] dance was 
sort of the title of the show, 
‘Exalted,’ sort of extreme hap-
piness and moving together as 
a unit and presenting a uni-
fied purpose and movement 
to the audience,” said Lewis.

Stylistically, the second 
piece also differed from the 

first piece: “Ceiling, Sky” was 
performed in canon, while 
‘Exalted’ required more team-
work and synchronization 
as many of the dancers per-
formed in pairs. Dancer Ash-
ley Park ’24 expressed her ex-
citement for choreographing 
and forging new bonds with 
fellow dancers throughout 
the preparation process.

“In the second piece… we 
were all portraying a sense of 
togetherness, but also show-

ing this ‘link’ with my partner 
on stage… A lot of the dancers 
I worked with for this show, 
I didn’t know that well prior. 
But working in duets… and 
coming up with new choreog-
raphy together was just thrill-
ing and exciting. Two-hour 
rehearsals after school and 
on the weekends have tru-
ly helped me bond with the 
dancers here,” said Park.

According to audience 
member Ella Kowal ’25, her 
favorite piece was the third 
and last piece, “The Nut-
cracker.” She especially en-
joyed the theatrical aspects of 
the performance, such as the 
costumes that accompanied 
the dances. Kowal also noted 
how the dance show show-
cased different styles and lev-
els of dances.

“I just liked watching ev-
eryone exhibit their strength 
and the versatility of their 
movements. It was just really 
impressive how coordinated 
everyone was and every dance 
was really just beautiful… I 
think what made the perfor-
mance really unique is… [that] 
there were a lot of different 
styles of dance incorporated 
into this and it got a really 
good showing of every stu-
dent’s different capabilities,” 
said Kowal.

 MELINDA WU

COURTESY OF PHILLIPS ACADEMY

COURTESY OF KHIEM DOBACOURTESY OF KHIEM DOBA

The first piece of “Exalted,” “Ceiling, Sky,” features choreography by the dancers themselves.

Jacob Kaiser ’24 (left) and Bella Murray ’23 (right) portray the roles of 
Snow King and Snow Queen.

Dancers circle around Clara, played by Minh-Khue Doba ’24. 

JORGES BRIONES SAUSA
& AVA CHEN

COURTESY OF HYERYOUNG RHEE

COURTESY OF HYERYOUNG RHEE

Rhee feels that everyone is an artist when it comes to fashion, which is an 
important outlet of creativity for her.

Drawing from K-pop singer IU’s fashion 
sense as an inspiration, Rhee hopes to 
style outfits that compliment her height.



November 11, 2022 T h e  P h i l l i p i a n ARTS & LEISURE B9

Everyone knows of Sherlock 
Holmes’ escapades and his adver-
saries. However, little is known 
about his family. Could there have 
been a smarter, wittier Sherlock 
that was undiscovered?

In the “Enola Holmes” series, 
the life of Sherlock’s younger sis-
ter is systematically explored. 
Her feminist upbringing in the 
late nineteenth century and her 
extraordinary self-conviction 
create a unique coming-of-age 
story that is intertwined with the 
heart-pounding moments of a 
thriller. The second movie in the 
series, “Enola Holmes 2,” focus-
es on Enola’s journey through 
London and her efforts to aid 
the underserved while working 
jointly with her brother Sherlock. 
Released on October 27, the long 
awaited sequel to “Enola Holmes” 
provided an exciting extension of 
the storyline, and for unique char-
acter and plot development. Cau-
tion: spoilers ahead. 

Enola (Millie Bobby Brown) 
speaks to the camera in first per-

son, and is almost aware that she 
has an audience throughout the 
film: she is constantly having 
conversations with the viewer, 
explaining her perspective or per-
ception of people and places, and 
most importantly, demonstrat-
ing just how independent and 
self-convicted she is—sometimes 
to her own detriment. The use of 
unique camera angles brings lev-
ity and fun into the film by using 
Enola’s judgments to create mo-
ments of laughter for the audience 
and other characters in the film.

Throughout the series, in both 
movies, Enola’s friendship, and 
possible romantic relationship, 
with Lord Tewkesbury (Louis 
Partridge), is heavily explored. 
In the first movie, the romantic 
relationship extends no further 
than holding hands; however, in 
the second movie, they both con-
fess their mutual feelings for one 
another. What I think is done 
well in this movie is how Enola 
develops her relationship with 
Lord Tewkesbury on her own 
terms. She retains her personali-
ty and her objectives despite the 
fact that she is supposed to have 

a romantic partner. By shirking 
tradition in terms of her roman-
tic interest, Enola develops her 
own story: solving her case. This 
is particularly effective and em-
powering because it provides a 
new avenue for Enola to explore 
herself outside of the context of 
a relationship. She never forfeits 
her dreams and aspirations for 
Lord Tewkesbury, straying from 
the norm that women in movies 
are worth nothing more than their 
love interest. 

The feminist energy in this film 
is palpable, and the producers 
made a clear effort to make all of 
the female characters front and 
center in this film. The film focus-
es on how Enola and her accom-
plices undermine the patriarchy 
and the essence of capitalism in 
eighteenth century London. The 
film provides a new look into how 
women contributed to different 
labor movements, and recharac-
terizes their role in society from 
homemakers to changemakers. 

Overall, this film receives a 5/5 
for its excellent portrayal of late 
nineteenth century feminism, and 
for intrigue and mystery. 

“Enola Holmes 2”: Sherlock’s Sister 
Explores Feminism in the Nineteenth Century

LANGAN GARRETT

Thao Pham ’25, iClub Lower Representative
“I really enjoy being around international students…and it’s really fun to learn 
new cultures. And to understand what they bring to the table, and how they 
show it. iFest is just a really good opportunity to interact with students who are 
international, and to invite friends and students that are boarders or day students 

to come experience some of their own culture.”

iFest: A Collision of Culture, Food, and Fun!

In celebration of international culture at Andover, students of all 
backgrounds congregated in large crowds and snaking lines for a 
taste of various delicious dishes at iFest, an annual event hosted 
by the International Club (iClub). With a range of sweet, spicy, 
and umami flavors from diverse cuisines to try, students filled 
their plates, chatted with friends, and enjoyed music from all 
around the world. Below, organizers and attendees addressed the 
highlights of iFest and its importance to the Andover community. 

Leticia Nhaule ’25, Attendee
“I think for both international kids and domestic kids, that exchange of ideas, 
cultures, beliefs, just in simple conversation, is really cool… a lot of the kids in 
the international club are international kids, but we are from very different 
places, so it’s still important to come together and learn about each other’s cul-
tures…I think [my favorite food] was the pork dumplings, because I had never 
had them before, and a lot of people had, so that was fun. Now, I can tell people 

that I have had pork dumplings.”

Kira Stepanova ’25, iClub Lower Representative
“iClub was really the first place on campus that really al-
lowed me to feel a bit more at home, and connect to other 
people who were also trying to adjust to a new culture, 
and a new home… I would hope that international stu-

dents could find a piece of home in what we provide.”

Agnes Agosto ’24, Attendee
“I like meeting a lot of different people, because I feel like all sorts of people 
come, whether they are international or not, it’s just an opportunity to meet a lot 
of people. I think that it is just a really warm community, and I just liked being 
able to see a lot of people that I don’t normally get to see, because I think it brings 

together a lot of people.”

Sara Romai ’23, Co-President of iClub
“I think iFest tends to be something that people can go to 
with their friends, and listen to music, and we have, you 
know, international foods, to the extent that we can. I think 
we really just want it to be a space where international stu-
dents can have fun and really just hang out with their friends, 

and other members of the international community.”

Richard Lau ’24, Attendee
 “I like iClub because, as an international student, I get to 
connect and bond with other international kids, and it kind 
of creates an environment where we all feel at home. I really 
liked the spicy chicken drumsticks… and getting to meet dif-
ferent students from across the school, and across the grade, 

so that was pretty nice.”

Ollie Kim ’26, New Student Representative
 “We played multicultural music from different places and the food was from dif-
ferent places in the world. I think it’s just a celebration of other cultures. I really 

liked the fried chicken, the Korean fried chicken.”

REPORTING BY LANGAN GARRETT

KIRA STEPANOVA/ THE PHILLIPIAN

Performer Amithi Tadigadapa 
’23 cradled her cello as she began 
playing the String Quartet no. 
14 (“Death and the Maiden”) by 
Franz Schubert, along with Yui 
Hasegawa ’23, Derrick Seo ’23, 
and Holly Barnes, Instructor in 
Music. Tadigadapa emphasized 
the importance of playing as a 
cohesive unit, rather than as four 
separate instruments in her quar-
tet. 

Students, faculty, and fami-
lies alike gathered in the Timken 
Room in Graves Hall to enjoy the 
Academy Chamber Music Soci-
ety’s performances on November 

5. The concert featured nine piec-
es, performed by Andover music 
students and faculty. According 
to Tadigadapa, the packed room 
offered performers an encourag-
ing environment to connect with 
the audience more closely.

“I loved having an audience. 
My parents and my sister were 
in the crowd, so it was really nice 
having family there. And per-
forming is definitely the best part 
of being a musician for me… I was 
once told by a former teacher of 
mine that when you perform, 
you’re giving a gift to the audi-
ence, and that’s something that’s 
remained with me as I’ve gone 
through my career,” said Tadig-
adapa.

Another performer, bassist 

Will Lucas ’24, expressed that the 
close atmosphere allowed him to 
perform his piece, “J’Attends” by 
Astor Piazzolla, more confident-
ly. Lucas’ first time performing in 
a chamber group at Andover, he 
also expressed gratitude for his 
co-performer, violinist Ellie Sun 
’25. 

“Performing it just now, get-
ting up onstage was a very pow-
erful experience… It was kind 
of crazy to get up on that stage 
and be all hit by the lights, and 
then see everyone in the crowd. 
I felt a lot more passionate. I felt 
much more in tune to the music. 
While I was practicing, I was 
finding that I was tending to lose 
my place sometimes. But I didn’t 
have to worry about that when I 

was up there,” Lucas said.
Despite a successful night of 

performances, Ani Bayramyan 
’24 commented on the difficul-
ties her group faced in attempt-
ing to capture the essence of 
their piece, “Deux Interludes” by 
Jacques Ibert. The group thought 
extensively on how to create a 
blended sound while still empha-
sizing the melody.

“We started working on the 
nuances of the piece, and we tried 
bringing out the serene nature of 
the piece, because it’s a very ele-
gant piece. We tried to embody 
that in our playing. It required a 
lot of coordination, with the dif-
ferent elements of the piece. We 
wanted for the violin to speak to 
the flute, and the piano as well. 

So it required a lot of thinking: 
where does each instrument 
take the melody? And how do we 
bring it out? How do we make 
that melody shine [or] stand out 
in the moment?” Bayramyan said.

Many of these chamber groups 
hope to continue performing in 
the Winter and Spring. Some will 
prepare new pieces, while others 
will select pieces that build off 
their previous repertoire to form 
continuous thematic arcs. 

“We are planning to continue 
with this piece [in] Spring term, 
and we want to learn the sec-
ond movement. And hopefully 
perform it at the chamber music 
concert,” said Bayramyan.

Academy Chamber Music Society Performs 
Two-Hour Show With Wide Range of Classical Music

MOLLY MACKINNON 
& WENDI YING
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