
Selected from more than 
20,000 Andover alumni, invest-
ment manager Sandra Urie ’70, 
Google executive Torrence N. 
Boone ’87, and American pub-
lic health official expert Loyce 
LaShawndra Pace ’95 were pre-
sented with the 2022 Andover 
Alumni Award of Distinction. 
While Urie could not attend 
the event, Boone and Pace both 
spoke during All-School Meet-
ing on Thursday, October 20. 
Founded by the Alumni Council 
in 2012, the award aims to rec-
ognize graduates of Andover 
and Abbot who have achieved 
distinction in their chosen 
fields. 

Emily Bernstein ’68, Chair of 
the Alumni Award of Distinc-
tion Committee, spoke on how 
the award aims to inspire and 
introduce distinguished alum-
ni to the current community on 
campus, such as through class-
es and dinner groups, and how 
the award specifically looks 
for alumni making positive 
changes in climate activism, 
gender equality, racial inequity, 
and technology. Bernstein also 
commented on how the Com-
mittee aims to have a variety of 
awardees across years, differing 
in their chosen fields of work 
and impact in the world. 

“We think a lot about 
[whether there] will be stu-
dents in the audience who are 
excited by what they’re hearing. 
Obviously, not every student is 
going to be interested in what 

everybody does, but [the award 
is about] who will be interest-
ing and inspirational for some 
kids in the audience. One of the 
things that’s interesting about 
this award is it’s not about peo-
ple’s giving to Andover, some of 
the people who have come back 
have never been here before and 
they had a bad experience… It’s 
really about what they’ve done 
since [Andover] and in their 
chosen field. That’s the key to 
the award,” said Bernstein. 

During her speech, award 
recipient Pace shared some of 
the challenging experiences she 
had during her time at Andover. 
Pace noted how she ultimately 
felt that those challenges trans-
formed her to the person she is 
today. 

“[Andover] affected my life 
in so many ways… I think most-
ly Andover gave me an oppor-
tunity to be myself. I just never 
really felt I could fully blossom 
at home, if that makes sense…. I 
hope that [my award] inspires 
people across the student and 
alumni network to work to-
wards Non Sibi every single day. 
Not for an award, be we can all 
be celebrated for the things we 
do, and I think there are things 
that students are doing now, 
that alumni are doing now, that 
all deserve recognition,” said 
Pace.

During his speech, award 
recipient Boone shared how 
his time at Andover taught him 
valuable lessons that he contin-

After a hiatus of nearly two 
years, the Sisterhood, an affini-
ty space for female and femme-
aligned Black, Indigenous, and 
Latine (BIPOC) students, is being 
revived, with Nahila Hutchinson 
’24, Ashley Agyeman ’24, and An-
nalisa Ureña ’23 as the inaugural 
board members. Alongside the 
Sisterhood, the Brotherhood—a 
similar affinity space for male 
BIPOC students—has continued 

to host discussions and meetings 
throughout the year on topics 
such as navigating relationships 
as BIPOC men and other affini-
ty-related activities. The board 
of the Brotherhood consists of 
four members: Ben Perez ’23, 
Adrian Morrison ’23, Isaiah Har-
ris ’24, and Josh Espinoza ’25. 

Ben Perez ’23 spoke to The 
Phillipian about what motivated 
him to join and stay in the Broth-
erhood. As a board member, he 
appreciates the opportunity to 
mentor younger students. 

“My [Junior] year, the Broth-
erhood just felt like a place [that] 

fostered community within 
the male-identifying students 
on campus who [identified] as 
BIPOC... I got to meet a lot of 
people who I could look up to, 
especially as board members 
themselves, there were people 
who I feel like I could rely on 
and I could ask us questions. 
And overall, it’s just good energy 
and good vibes when I look to 
the Brotherhood, and I want to 
foster that, keep that going,” said 
Perez. 

Alongside aiming to be a safe 
space for members, the Broth-
erhood often hosts discussions, 
invites speakers, and contributes 
to campus events. Recently, the 
Brotherhood has turned its at-
tention towards the upcoming 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day, pre-
paring to host workshops for the 
community and members. 

Hutchinson said she felt that 
unlike AfLatAm, the Black Stu-
dent Union (BSU), and Alianza 
Latina—the other affinity spaces 
on campus for Black or Latine 
students—the Brotherhood and 
the Sisterhood aim to fill the gap 
of gender identity in the con-
text of race. They hope that the 
groups can provide spaces for 
people to share the unique expe-
riences that they face in regards 
to their racial and gender identi-

The Andover Inn will be 
reopened to the public after 
suspending operations for 
two years due to the Covid-19 
pandemic, resuming hotel 
services starting November 
14. Amenities within the Inn, 
such as Samuel’s, a bar and 

restaurant, will be open as 
well.

The reopening of the Inn 
will happen in phases ac-
cording to Tracy Sweet, Chief 
Communications Officer. The 
next phase will take place in 
January 2023, with the re-
modeling of all rooms on the 
hotel side. 

Though Samuel’s will re-
open alongside the Inn, Sam-
uel’s full menu and restaurant 
services will become available 

on September 1, 2023, offer-
ing breakfast, lunch, dinner, 
and catering for meetings and 
events. Once fully operation-
al, guests will be able to use 
spaces in the Inn as a venue 
for weddings, birthdays, and 
other celebrations, or host 
business conferences and 
meetings.
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Addison Party
Photojournalist Harry Benson held a 
Q&A session about his exhibit, “Four 
Stories,” which recently opened at the 
Addison. 

Boys Soccer
Andover Boys Soccer defeated 
Cushing in a 10-0 shutout after a 
0-2 loss to NMH.

Is Art Worth It?
Kashvi Ramani ’24 and Langan Gar-
rett ’24 share their takes on whether 
you should listen to the music of mor-
ally controversial people.

Andover Haunted House
Don’t have plans Saturday Night? 
Well, you do now. See the Eighth 
Page for a haunted house that’s 
actually scary.
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“Inspir[ing] People 
Towards Non Sibi”: 

Three Alumni Receive 
Award of Distinction

LUCAS BERNADETE & 
MICHEAL KAWOOYA

but nothing will 
beat the unicorn costume

On Monday night, stu-
dents and parents gathered via 
Zoom with alumni panelists 
Jonathan Alter ’75, David En-
sor ’69, Gary Lee ’74, Alexan-
dra MacCallum ’99, and Priya 
Sridhar ’03 to discuss their ca-
reers in journalism. As a part 
of the Blue Runs Deep Indus-
try Series, the panel provided 
an opportunity for conversa-
tions between Andover stu-
dents and alumni specialists in 
specific career paths. The Stu-
dent Alumni Representatives 
(STARs) hosted and facilitated 
a Q&A session during the pan-
el. 

Priya Sridhar ‘03, an Em-
my-winning political reporter 
and host of “Politically Speak-
ing,” spoke on her introduc-
tion to journalism through the 
military. She believed that her 
experience in the U.S. Navy 
provided new insights for her 
later career in journalism. 

“I was job searching and 
wasn’t getting any bites… peo-
ple asked me, ‘What else are 
you passionate about in your 
life?’ I said ‘I love being over-
seas, I love international re-
lations, I love the concept of 
serving my community and 
my country,’ which I think are 

common themes that journal-
ists often cite. I went through 
the process of trying to become 
a Foreign Service Officer or a 
diplomat in the State Depart-
ment… and I was fully accept-
ed into the State Department. 
Then the Associated Press 
called and offered me a job… I 
thought to myself, ‘News has 
always been my first love, so 
I’m going to go with the [As-
sociated Press] job’. Then I 
heard about a direct commis-
sion officer program in the 
Navy. I thought, ‘That sounds 
completely bananas, but let 
me give it a shot. I have a feel-
ing that if I don’t pursue this, 
I’m gonna regret it for some 
reason’. There were so many 
things about it that aligned 
with my interests…. All of the 
same things that drew me to 
journalism,” said Sridhar.

David Ensor ’69, a network 
television and radio journalist, 
U.S. diplomat, businessman, 
and Federal official, reflected 
upon his experience as a for-
eign correspondent. He high-
lighted the importance of jour-
nalism in dangerous situations 
such as war zones.  

“You don’t go looking for 
trouble. You’ve got a story to 
cover. I remember being as-

Blue Runs Deep: 
Alumni Panelists Share 

Journalism Career Highlights

Continued on A7, Column 1

COURTESY OF PHILLIPS ACADEMY

Above, Karen Wang ’23,  Loyce LaShawndra Pace ’95, Nigel Savage ’23, 
Head of School Dr. Raynard Kington, Torrence Boone ’87, and Christopher 
Savino ’24 presenting and recieving the Alumni Award of Distinction.

MELINDA WU & 
ADDISON DENG

Raj Mundra Appointed Head of School 
At Lick-Wilmerding High School

Raj Mundra, Interim Dep-
uty Head of School, will be 
leaving Andover at the end 
of the 2022-2023 school year. 
Mundra will assume the po-
sition of Head Of School at 
Lick-Wilmerding High School 
in San Francisco, Calif. start-
ing Fall 2023. 

Since joining the Ando-
ver community in 1991 for 
one year as a teaching fellow 
and returning in 1996, Mun-
dra has served many roles 
on campus for 25 years, in-
cluding as a house counselor, 

           dna ,hcaoC llabtooF ytisraV
many administrative posi-
tions. Having served as Asso-
ciate Director of the Interna-
tional Academic Partnership, 
Assistant Dean of Community 

and Multicultural Develop-
ment (CaMD), Cluster Dean 
of Pine Knoll, and Associate 
Dean of Students, Mundra 
has worked to develop a cul-
ture of curiosity and creativi-
ty and has been committed to 
supporting the Andover com-
munity. 

Mundra reflected on his 
Andover career and the sense 
of belonging that the com-
munity provided him and his 
family with. Mundra most 
valued the connections he 
made with a diverse group of 
students and faculty. 

“I’ve had different admin-
istrative and teaching posi-
tions at Andover, and this was 
a unique opportunity to lead a 
community in a different part 
of the country and I was ready 
to make a move and explore. 
My favorite moments have 
just been interactions. I don’t 

know if there’s one favor-
ite moment, but interactions 
with amazing colleagues and 
students with different back-
grounds have helped me learn 
more about myself and learn 
more about the world in dif-
ferent ways,” said Mundra.

Arun Kapoor ’25 appre-
ciated Mundra’s efforts to 
build inclusivity and support 
for international students 
on campus. Kapoor believes 
that Mundra was a mentor for 
the South Asian community 
and was well-connected with 
many Andover students.

“He was the first South 
Asian teacher here. He start-
ed a lot of things. He said 
that when he came to [An-
dover], there were only 11 

Continued on A7, Column 1

Continued on A5, Column 4

Brotherhood and Sisterhood:
Inside Campus 

 LUCAS BERNADETE &
BAILEY XU

Continued on A5, Column 1

Andover Inn Nears Reopening 
To Public After Two-Year Hiatus 

TIANYI GU &
JAC GORDON

During the Covid-19 pandemic, the Andover Inn was converted into an underclassmen boys dorm.
C.BARBIE/THEPHILLIPIAN

WILL GE & 
PENELOPE TONG
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Adrian Morrison ’23 and Isaiah Harris ’24, pictured above, are two of The 
Brotherhood’s board members.

Continued on A7 Column 4
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my elders, it was always a ca-
sual conversation rather than 
a formal one. Not only is the 
Korean language very differ-
ent, but so is the way I talk 
and present myself to society. 
It was hard to break the bar-
rier between the English and 
Korean languages, so instead, 
I ended up distinguishing the 
way I speak to Koreans and 
non-Koreans. Nevertheless, 
learning the Korean language 
and being exposed to the use 
of honorifics really did pre-
pare me to know what it is to 
have manners, even in Amer-
ica. 

Though I lived in a place 
where honorifics are not used, 
I was able to implement my 
Korean speaking skills into 
the real world and challenge 
myself to show my respect 
even in a very different atmo-
sphere. As a kid, I was encour-
aged as a kid to use sibling 
titles for my family members—
in my case, my older cousin as 
I only had a little brother. To 
be honest, I found this sort 
of useless and quite embar-
rassing, at least in America. 
When I visited my non-Ko-
rean friend’s house with my 
little brother, my friend’s lit-
tle sister would call her older 
sister by her name, whereas 
my little brother would call 

It’s a refrain we’ve heard time and time again. 
Almost seasonally, students receive reminders 
to clean up after ourselves each time a campus 
space is left in dramatic disarray. Whether it 
be food waste strewn across Greener Tent in 
2021, greenboxes left on the Great Lawn, or 
memorably, a milk spill left unaddressed in the 
Den in 2019, these incidents are disappointingly 
regular. But beyond email admonitions, a lack of 
care towards our campus spaces reflects more 
than an act of random carelessness on a Saturday 
night—instead, these behaviours reveal attitudes 
towards community care, class, and etiquette on 
campus that fall short

Recently, the Oliver Wendell Holmes Library 
(OWHL) closed group study rooms, citing the 
disorder students left rooms in as their primary 
motivation. Camille Torres Hoven, Director of 
the OWHL, wrote: “When you do not [clean up 
after yourselves], you are being disrespectful 
to our cleaning team, the library team, and the 
library itself.” Indeed, Torres Hoven’s email 
highlights central aspects of our conversation 
around what it means to inhabit shared spaces 
on campus, and who we affect when we fail to 
do so mindfully. 

For many students, Andover is their first time 
away from home. Coming from a host of varied 
backgrounds, students at Andover may have 
had different expectations of how to interact 
with spaces around them. Some students, for 
instance, may not have needed to clean up after 
themselves at home, whereas others may have 
cared not only for themselves but a number of 
family members as well. These differences may 
in part explain, but certainly do not excuse, 
contrasting behaviour when taking care of 
common spaces.

But students from all backgrounds should 
recognize that, for instance, bringing your plate 
to the Paresky Commons conveyer belt and 
picking up after yourself, is common decency. 
To ignore these expectations is to disrespect not 
only your fellow students, but staff and custodial 
workers as well. Blatantly leaving unfinished 
food and used cutlery on Commons tables, 
trashing the library, and leaving waste strewn 
at event venues reflects a truly disappointing 
degree of entitlement and carelessness. At a 
school like Andover, these behaviours also 

perpetuate problematic dynamics that are 
especially egregious on account of Andover’s 
status as a historically elite institution.

As students in a highly intensive environment, 
we all cut corners sometimes. We ignore a 
sloppy sentence in an essay, forget to take out 
our dorm’s Off-Cycle trash, or skim a late-night 
reading. Sometimes, we let these things slip 
through the cracks. Look around—in the room 
you’re reading this article, most if not all the 
people you see (yourself included) have cut a 
corner when it comes to looking after common 
spaces. We’re human, and we make mistakes; 
this is bound to happen, no matter how many 
steps we take towards a more well-adjusted and 
equitable society. 

But larger disruptions to these communal 
spaces are more egregious. Often the result of a 
few actors, these behaviours put the burden of 
cleaning and bearing consequences on a greater 
majority. And, given the long track record of 
similar messes at Andover, we can conclude 
that these actions are not singular occurrences 
from one malicious actor, but rather, learned 
behaviours passed through student culture for 
years and years. 

The issue, then, is to shift the way we think 
about communal spaces here at Andover. While 
we might not have all made dramatic messes 
that warrant all-school emails, we have let 
things fall through the cracks. Our responsibility 
as students is to step up and take responsibility, 
even if we have not made a mistake. Many 
messes may be caused by a few people, but even 
more are the result of small, careless errors 
that accumulate into larger messes. So dust 
the crumbs off your table after you’ve finished 
eating, or pick up a stray cup on your way to 
the conveyor belt. Make sure your spaces look 
the same (if not better) after you’ve left. Leave 
no trace. Don’t assume someone else will clean 
up after you. Remind your friends to pick up 
a napkin they left behind or a candy wrapper 
that fell out of their pocket, and let yourself be 
reminded in turn. Return your favors. In the end, 
acknowledge that we make mistakes, but amend 
them by going the extra mile—if we do it right, 
someone else will be doing the same for you. 

This editorial represents the views of The 
Phillipian, Vol. CXLV.
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I’m currently volunteering 
at my local Korean School 
back in Texas. When I 

visit classrooms with younger 
children, the teachers tend to 
use honorifics, ( jon-det-mal), 
to help the students use hon-
orifics at a young age. How-
ever, when I would visit class-
rooms with older and more 
mature students, the teacher 
won’t use honorifics, or 반말
(ban-mal). Along with honor-
ifics, status roles are seen as 
an ‘unwritten rule’. Honorif-
ics and the hierarchy system 
are ways Koreans show re-
spect toward their elders. But, 
what are honorifics, and why 
is it such a big part of my life 
as a Korean American?

Though learning honorif-
ics is part of the Korean edu-
cation system, my parents 
taught me all about them be-
fore then. Learning and uti-
lizing the honorifics educated 
me more about the Korean 
language and also to practice 
my manners in the Korean 
community. Before learn-

ing about honorifics, I first 
learned about Korea’s hierar-
chy system. At first, I wasn’t 
sure why I had to learn these 
status roles when I lived in a 
place where the hierarchy and 
the honorific system didn’t 
exist. It wasn’t until I began 
attending Korean school that 
I found the real usage of it. 
I became more aware of my 
surroundings and more re-
spectful towards my elders. 
Korean Americans who don’t 
learn the honorific system 
tend to be criticized because 
they don’t take them into ac-
count. The honorific system 
was impactful for the Korean 
community—not just for me, 
but for those around me. 

I was born and raised in 

Maryland and Texas, but my 
parents were immigrants 
from Korea, so my little 
brother and I were raised as 
Koreans. Since our parents 
speak Korean in the house, my 
brother and I naturally do too. 
My brother and I also attend-
ed Korean school since el-
ementary school, so we were 
exposed to Korean-speaking 
communities. We learned the 
basic Korean language and 
built our way to advanced 
Korean classes. However, be-
cause the English language 
doesn’t use any form of strict 
honorifics, it was shocking to 
learn that how I talk with my 
friend is similar to when I talk 
with my teacher. Even though 
I still had to be polite towards 

me 누나 (noona), or older sis-
ter. I would get embarrassed 
whenever my brother would 
call me that, especially in a 
non-Korean-speaking house. 
However, sometimes I do 
think that because we learned 
to respect each other, and be-
cause my brother called me 누
나, we created a strong bond 
and connection, even with 
these small acts of respect. It 
was then that I realized that 
honorifics aren’t just used 
towards respect but to show 
how close you are or want to 
be with that other person. 

I can now say that honor-
ifics changed the way I live 
now and my perspective on 
my community. Of course, 
there is so much more to hon-

 or , but for me, Korean 
honorifics help me practice 
my mother tongue with my 
friends on campus and create 
a strong connection with my 
little brother even though we 
are 1,777 miles apart. Korean 
honorifics have a long history, 
just like kimchi. Even though 
the American and Korean lan-
guages are very different, I 
still hope to keep my Korean 
background close to me.

AVERY LIN / THE PHILLIPIAN

Korean Honori�cs: How Did They Impact Me?

Ashley Park is an Upper from 
Frisco, Tex. Contact the author 
at apark24@andover.edu.
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It wasn’t until I began 
attending Korean school 

that I found the real 
usage of it.
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Each piece of music 
serves a different 
purpose. Depending 

on the scenario, a collection 
of different types of songs 
best suit the specific vibe 
the circumstance elicits. For 
example, if I was driving 
down a freeway at midnight 
with the windows rolled 
down, I would blast The 
Killers or Steve Lacy. If I 
was having trouble drifting 
to sleep, my first inclination 
would be to play Bon Iver or 
Mac DeMarco. But what if 
my playlists were filled with 
infamous artists? What if 
the musicians that headline 
these crucial events were 
murderers, rapists, racists, 
or homophobes— should we 
still allow their songs to cir-
culate?

This age-old question is 
a matter This age-old ques-
tion is a matter of ethics and 
its connection to aesthet-
ics, the opposing opinions 
represented by two sepa-
rate principles: autonomism 
and ethicism. The former 
is the notion that moral 
content is irrelevant to the 
artwork’s value as art and 
should be judged from a 
purely objective standpoint. 
Autonomism remarks that 
art remains to be beautiful 
without knowledge of the 
artist ’s actions. The latter 
idea states that moral con-

tent is relevant when the 
artwork solicits a response 
involving moral judgment. 
This is to say that ethics in 
regard to the artistic work 
as well as the artist comes 
into play when it affects 
others in a negative way. I 
believe that ethicism is a 
more valid argument. You 
can’t separate the art from 
the artist when the artist 
has done something wrong. 

In its most obvious argu-
ment, supporting the piece 
indirectly supports the art-
ist. When you stream a song 
on Spotify, every hit con-
tributes to money earned 
that goes straight into the 
creator’s pocket. By liking 

a song, adding it to a playl-
ist, or subscribing to an art-
ist, you are allowing con-
troversial artists to have a 
platform and support them-
selves. For example, Robin 
Thicke wrote a song titled 
“Blurred Lines,” a piece ob-
viously detailing sexual as-
sault and blurring the lines 
of consent. The popularity 
of mass audiences, however, 
diminished the true mean-
ing behind his words and 
provided him an unjustified 
platform.

Moreover, in separating 
the art from the artist, you 
are allowing their actions 
to be a model for their fol-
lowers to emulate. This phe-

What Are You Listening To?
nomenon is magnified due 
to one small fact: a majority 
of popular, problematic art-
ists’ fans are youth. Young 
individuals form attach-
ments to and idolize their 
celebrities. When parents 
expose their children to art-
ists such as Chris Brown, 
R. Kelly, Cavetown, Nicki 
Minaj and others who are 
known to be sexual assault-
ers, racist, anti-semitic, sex-
ist, or homophobic, they 
are permitting youth to see 
these musicians as idols. 
Kids will, in turn, use them 
as role models to base their 
actions upon as they grow 
older. Essentially, endorsing 
these artists by heavily sup-
porting their music permits 
the younger generation to 
follow in their footsteps and 
allow the cycle of infamy to 
continue.

While both these prior 
points are valid takes, a 
counter argument can be 
made in support of autono-
mism. Though it is important 
to remain scornful of artists 
who have committed ter-
rible acts and even crimes, 
many of their artworks 
speak to listeners. When a 
song resonates with a per-
son, it can become a safety 
net and source of serotonin, 
and withholding that can do 
more harm than good. In ad-
dition, it is difficult to draw 
boundaries when it comes to 
“canceling” an artist. Cancel 
culture today has grown to 
be so all-encompassing that 
all mistakes creators make 
are greeted with scorn and 
hate. So where do individu-
als stop when not support-
ing problematic musicians? 
What is even considered 
problematic? 

I believe a line is drawn 
when an artist gains more 
bad publicity for their ac-
tions than good. There is 

JAMES XIAO / THE PHILLIPIAN

often a justifiable reason for 
the widespread dislike of 
them and the negativity that 
surrounds their actions is 
not a quality I endorse. 

The rapper Ye, formerly 
known as Kanye West,is 
an immediate example of 
a popular celebrity seen in 
a more negative light than 
positive. From anti-Semit-
ic actions to homophobic 
statements to blatant disre-
gard for human rights, this 
idolized rapper is finally 
facing serious backlash for 
his thoughtless speech. 

Furthermore, it is impor-
tant for me to note whether 
their actions are forgivable. 
If what they have done is 
truly irreversible and would 
never allow me to see them 
in the same light, I do not 
support them, plain and 
simple. In the instance of 
Ye, his ongoing actions are 
unforgivable due to their re-
petitive nature. 

The question of whether 
to separate the art from the 
artist is one not easily an-
swered. It is difficult to de-
bate an issue so rooted in 
ethics, yet nearly impossible 
to draw restrictions within. 
Yet, no matter whether you 
believe in ethicism or au-
tonomism, consider this ar-
ticle to be food for thought. 
Next time you shuffle play 
a random Spotify playlist, 
think about who is singing 
the words you are listening 
to.

LANGAN GARRETT
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Some things in life are worth 
it. Paying extra money for 
a special concert ticket, en-

joying a well-cooked, juicy steak 
— these things are accepted, even 
celebrated. However, when the 
enjoyment lies in someone else’s 
creation, like a song or artwork, 
morality is muddied. Within the 
last few weeks, Kanye West has 
come under fire for his anti-Se-
mitic comments and his “White 
Lives Matter” shirts at Paris Fash-
ion Week. His actions have caused 
Twitter and Instagram to block 
his account for violating their 
hate speech policies, and Adi-
das has ended their partnership 
with West’s brand Yeezy. In light 
of these events, I began to won-
derimmediately wanted to ask: 
can you appreciate someone’s art 
without appreciating the artist? 
In essence, you cannot, because 
by appreciating someone’s art you 
are supporting the person them-
selves, which gives them the plat-
form to perpetuate hate. 

I understand that Ye has built 
his brand around his incendiary 
comments to the point where 
the controversy that follows him 
is essential to his artist persona. 
However, he is constantly, abso-
lutely, and always unnecessar-
ily problematic. His music may be 
revolutionary, his fashion sense 
impeccable, and his designer’s 
eye unrivaled. But—and this is an 
important but—no amount of cre-
ativity should warrant the extent 
of abuse he wages on other peo-
ple. He is violent with his words, 
openly creating societal rifts and 
encouraging his die-hard fandom 
to descend on innocent people. 
Frankly, it’s unacceptable. 

Ye is particularly harmful be-
cause of his reach. He is always 
able to spread misinformation 
and hateful rhetoric to loyal fans, 
who will consume his media and 
content no matter what he says. 
Ye is far from the only anti-Semit-
ic person or “White Lives Mat-
ter” supporter out there, but his 
enormous platform offers him the 
opportunity to bring these fringe 
movements into everyday conver-
sation and culture. He is unique 
in that he is essentially allowed to 
say whatever he wants because 
he is famous. As if to prove this 
point, over the years, Ye has got-
ten particularly adept at weaving 
hate into the fabric of society. He 
has spread outrageous claims and 
demonstrated appalling ignorance 
and racism. 

Listening to his music, buying 
his clothes, or interacting with his 

brand in any way whatsoever only 
strengthens his ability to control 
the mainstream narrative. By sup-
porting an artist who perpetuates 
ideas of racism and anti-Semitism, 
one is effectively condoning this 
kind of behavior. Even a seeming-
ly inconsequential act like stream-
ing his song a single time makes 
these ideas more accessible 
and enables people to cre-
ate a culture of oppressive 
acceptance. It sends the 
dangerous message 
that artistic geniuses 
are allowed to say 
and do whatever 
they want without 
repercussions. 

Ye has tran-
scended “cancel 
culture” to the 
point where he 
is unable to be 
silenced. Vogue 
recently released 
a statement on Ins-
tagram defending one 
of their editors for pushing 
back against the Yeezy fashion 
show, and calling out Ye for the 
infamous “White Lives Matter” 
shirts. I understand Vogue’s mo-
tives—they had to defend a mem-
ber of their organization who was 
being targeted for pointing out an 
obvious flaw in Ye’s “art.” She did 
what everyone else was thinking, 
but no one else had the courage to 
do. Letting Ye continue this path 
of controversy is unacceptable. No 

Is Art Worth the Price?
one in a civilized world should act 
that way without consequences.

No art is worth the price of 
enabling and sustaining hatred. I 

don’t listen to Ye, so maybe cutting 
his music out doesn’t really have 
an impact on my life. However, as 
a prominent member of today’s 
music and fashion, we must rec-
ognize that Ye plays a significant 
role in defining society’s tolerance 
for racism and anti-Semitism. You 
cannot support him without sup-
porting movements that promote 
discrimination and hatred on the 
basis of race and religion. Those 
two things will never be mutually 
exclusive. By supporting Ye, you 
give him a platform—a platform 
that he regularly uses and will 
continue to use to spread misin-
formation and hate speech.

It may almost seem like he is 
too embedded in the fabric of our 
society to just up and disappear. 
I fundamentally disagree. By not 
giving him attention, by not giv-
ing a method and mode through 
which he can be controversial, 
he can be silenced. We can again 
remind ourselves of what it is like 
to live in a world where models do 
not walk down runways wearing 
“White Lives Matter” shirts. So 
just stop listening, stop consuming 
his media, and stop wearing his 
clothes. It truly makes you a better 
person to stand against his hatred.

Langan Garrett is an Upper 
from San Fransisco, Calif. Con-
tact the author at lgarrett24@
andover.edu.

Kashvi Ramani is an Upper 
from Washington D.C. Contact 
the author at kramani24@ando-
ver.edu.
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Iran is far from a secular na-
tion, and its laws state that it 
is compulsory for women to 

wear a hijab in public. On Septem-
ber 16th, 22 year old Mahsa Amini 
was arrested for her failure to com-
ply adequately with the aforemen-
tioned law, and she died in custody 
shortly thereafter due to complica-
tions which were likely linked to 
police brutality. Amini’s death has 
sparked a new, deeply powerful 
wave of anti-government protests 
led primarily by Iranian women 
who both wish for an end to the 
mandatory nature of the hijab and 
who call for greater women’s rights 
within the nation. In the less main-
stream camps of protesters there 
are even those who call for the dis-
mantling of the Islamic Republic as 
it stands. This most recent turn of 
events has made lucid that the cur-
rent Iranian government will never 
allow greater political power to be 
extended to women, and that the 
only true way forward is through 
the dissolution of the theocracy.

This is far from the first time 
that women in Iran have protested 
the continued inequality  imposed 
upon them. From the very incep-
tion of the Islamic Republic, there 
have been protests to its sweep-
ing limitations on women’s rights, 
rights which had only recently 
been extended to women by the 
Shah during Iran’s White Revolu-
tion. The years 1979, 2009, and 2017, 
all mark years of major women’s 
protests, and yet regardless of the 
size of the movement or the fervor 
with which the issue itself was ap-
proached, these demonstrations 
have always failed and been put 
down violently. These protests all 
shared the same goal as the current 
one: to expand women’s rights and 
amend discriminatory laws within 
Iran. The mandatory nature of the 
hijab, in particular, has been fought 
against for nearing 44 years now, 
and the Iranian government has 
simply not given way. The sheer 
brutality and authoritarian nature 
of the Iranian security apparatus, 
one which silences dissidents by 
means of violence and imprison-
ment, has prevented any real, tan-
gible change regarding women’s 

rights from creeping its way into 
Iranian society. This protest has 
been treated no differently. Over 
12,000 people have been arrested 
and the death toll has reached al-
most 250. 

The Iranian government’s zeal-
ousness, particularly that of its 
leaders, will forever prevent Ira-
nian women from being granted 
further rights. The current juris-
prudence of Iran has ruled against 
women time and time again, and 
this translates to a judicial system 
that truly cannot work in favor of 
women without contradicting it-
self. For illustration’s sake, if a past 
ruling justifies a policy which dis-
criminates against women, then, 
without overturning the case in a 
higher court, one cannot perform 
an action which works towards 
greater equality without contra-
dicting the past ruling. It is worth 
nothing that the higher courts are 
often dominated by theologians 
most akin to governmental leaders 
in thought. It is because the jus-
tice system works so intrinsically 
and fervently against women that 
it has become a framework that is 
nearly impossible to navigate with 
the purpose of  furthering women’s 
rights. 

As for individual roles, arguably 

the only role of importance for en-
acting absolute change in Iran is 
that of the office of Supreme Lead-
er. The Supreme Leader is “inviola-
ble,” meaning it is illegal to question 
or insult him, his control over gov-
ernment proceedings is unequaled, 
and he is personally responsible for 

  .ycilop citsemod dna ngierof s’narI
Without the Supreme Leader’s as-
sent, no internal change can occur 
in Iran. If ever there was a Supreme 
Leader who could find religious or 
political justification to grant fur-
ther rights to women, then regime 
change or anything approach-
ing that would not be completely 
necessary; however, the successor 
to the role of Supreme Leader is 
appointed by the Assembly of Ex-
perts, a board of Islamic experts 
appointed by the current Supreme 
Leader. This is to say that the Su-
preme Leader gets to choose the 
sort of thinkers that will elect his 
successor, and consequently it is 
more than reasonable to say that 
the Supreme Leader’s successor 
will often be quite similar to the 
last. No change of the sort that is 
required now, therefore, could 
come in a timely manner. Change 
might occur in 50 to 60 years, but 
not in the span of a few, short years 
that would be just and as is owed to 
the people of Iran. And even that 
idea of a Supreme Leader ever sup-
porting the furthering of women’s 
rights is optimistic, and in my view 
flatly naive. 

Islam is, of course, open to in-
terpretation in any number of 
ways, but the theocratic nature of 
Iran means that the scholars per-
mitted to rise to the top are largely 

Iranian Theocracy is Oppression:
The Legacy of Mahsa Amini

those who further the oppressive 
views of old, and because the re-
ligious views of scholars become 
codified as law and are integrated 
into the culture, theocracy results 
in a system where the status quo 
is nearly impossible to rise above 
as a marginalized group. Most gov-
ernment officials, after all, are one 
of those chosen scholars. In prac-
tice, the theocracy of Iran is a self-
reinforcing system which excels 
at the smothering of freedom, the 
centralization of the state, and the 
expression of, but a singular branch 
of Islam. So long as the power 
structure which exists today lasts 
into the future, the Iranian govern-
ment will do everything that it can 
to maintain the status quo and to 
prevent what they view as being 
religiously sanctioned from being 
upset. 

So long as the current Iranian 
government persists, the case of 
Amini will be repeated over and 
over and over. Iranian women will 
always be subject to discriminatory 
laws and to judicial mistreatment 
since the theocratic structure they 
live under refuses to see them as 
equals to men. Truly, theocracy in 
Iran cannot adequately serve its 
people. It is consistently oppressive 
and reactionary, failing to move 
with the standards of the modern 
day.  If a future for women in Iran 
is desired, it can only be achieved 
through revolutionary means 
which result in the restructuring 
or the destruction of the Islamic 
Republic.

I have been asked why I might 
write a piece on this subject given 
that I have no personal stake in 

the matter. Advancing the cause 
of equality and equity, herein re-
ferring to gender equality, should 
not require a justification. We 
must condemn state actors who 
fail their citizens or who actively 
work against them. For democ-
ratization, liberalization, and in-
terdependence within and of the 
global system, which itself should 
yield greater civil liberties for all 
groups, states must be checked 
and balanced just as they are on 
the national level. The Iranian gov-
ernment has transgressed heav-
ily against their own citizens since 
their state’s very inception in its 
modern form, and the longer we 
ignore it or set it upon the sidelines 
of our own thoughts, the more 
complicit in the actions we be-
come. Obviously, we cannot stand 
idly by and hold our tongues, even 
if further caution with regards to 
diplomatic force and power pro-
jection is now imperative.

So long as the current 
Iranian government 
persists, the case of 

Amini will be repeated 
over and over and over.

William Buehler is an Upper 
from Greenwich, Conn. Contact 
the author at wbuehler24@an-
dover.edu.
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Advancing the cause 
of equality and equity, 

herein referring to 
gender equality, should 

not require a justi cation.
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10. What do you enjoy doing in your free time?
Before moving to Andover, I used to enjoy looking at the stars, and I 

liked to travel to places that had dark night skies so that I could actually 
do nice observations. Oftentimes, those places are in deserted areas. A 
side effect of that is that I tend to get lost. I’ve [gotten] lost in many dif-

ferent places, just trying to look at the stars. That was prior to coming to 
Andover. I don’t have to do that [now] because we have a telescope right 

on the roof. Most of my free time is [also] spent with my two dogs.

3. Is there a topic in physics that interests you the most?
I’ve always been fascinated by cosmology—by how such a complex 

system as today’s universe, came to be from a very simple beginning. I 
spend a fair amount of time thinking about that. The interesting thing is 
that the more you go [backwards]—the more you move towards the Big 
Bang—the more you’re getting close to very fundamental questions in 

physics, to how interactions behave at a very basic level.

4. What is your favorite meal at Paresky Commons?
This is going to sound lame, [but] I’m a huge fan of the chocolate 

milk. My go-to breakfast is always chocolate milk plus something I can 
pretend goes with it, like some pancakes or banana bread, things like that. 
Now, on a more serious note, I like their poke bowls. Whenever they have 

poke bowls, I go for it. I think it’s a very solid option.

7. What is your most memorable experience 
at Andover?

So, we got two dogs when we moved here to Andover. They’ve grown 
quite a lot, [and] their names are Walter and Arturo. Walter is now like 
100 pounds, Arturo is on his way to 80. We love to walk them through 
the Sanctuary, and I guess one of those moments has been me trying to 

get two almost 100-pound dogs out of the water, it’s not an easy feat. 

6. What advice would you give to 
help a student succeed in physics?

I guess two-fold: one is to stay curious, and the second one, which is re-
lated, is don’t let failure weigh on you. Knowing that everyone has failed 

many times before solving problems shows that we have to be able to 
become resilient to failure; so don’t get discouraged because of that, and 
don’t stop being curious because we always approach science in gener-

al, and physics in particular, with a lot of curiosity, which is great.

8. Why is studying physics beneficial?
Look at toddlers—they keep asking ‘why,’ and there’s always this kid 

that keeps asking ‘why,’ and you tell them why, and they come up with 
another ‘why.’ You end up with a long chain of ‘why’s. It’s really hard to 
start with a chain of whys that doesn’t end in physics at some point. I 

think that satisfying curiosities is something that defines us as humans. 
I think that physics allows you to try to fulfill that curiosity.

9. If you could have dinner with a famous scientist, 
who would it be and why?

There are many answers I could give. For example, one of my personal 
heroes would be Democritus, who came out with the atomic hypothesis 

a long, long time ago. We don’t know much about him because I don’t 
think there’s any original works—it’s just fragments and mentions from 

others—but he must have been a very fascinating person.

10 Questions with 

Jose Zorrilla
Dr. Jose Zorrilla, Instructor in Physics, joined Phillips Academy in 2021. 
Zorrilla teaches Astronomy and Calculus-Based Mechanics I. In addi-

tion to serving as a complement house counselor in Fuess House, Zorrilla 
coaches instructional crew. Outside of his campus commitments, Zorrilla 

enjoys stargazing and spending time with his dogs. COURTESY OF PANET

1. Why did you decide to coach instructional crew?
My oldest daughter has been rowing for many years, and I thought 

this was a good opportunity for me to connect with her and with the sport 
in general. I did crew a little bit in college, and I have fun memories of that 
time. I think that this has been a really good way for me to get closer to my 

daughter.

2. What led you to start teaching?
Before coming to Andover, I was doing research—I was a cosmolo-

gist—and [my oldest daughter] came one day to our home and said that 
she wanted to explore boarding schools, but I didn’t know much about 

them. When I started touring different schools with her, I realized these 
are phenomenal places for learning, and I thought maybe I should be the 

one applying to one of these boarding schools.

5. How does the process of conducting research 
compare to teaching?

The main difference is that when you’re doing research, you don’t know 
the answer, so it’s more of a process. When you are teaching, there are 

certain practicalities. Oftentimes, we tend to teach things that we think we 
know. In that sense, it’s kind of different. What we are trying to do here is 
to convey the experience of research, so the experience of the process of 

trying to find our truth, through our classes. 

I n t e r e s t e d 
i n  p h o t o g r a p h y ?

J o i n  P h o t o !

C o n t a c t  c b a r b i e 2 4 , 
a c h i n n 2 4 ,

 a n d  r n a s s e r z a d e h 2 4 
f o r  m o r e 

i n f o r m a t i o n !

Above, spectators in the Addison  view exhibit by Harry Benson called “Four Stories.” See page B6 for more con-
tent on the Q&A. 
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South Asian students and now 
there’s around 80. He helps 
make an impact on how teach-
ers at this school are viewing 
different groups. As the Dean 
of Studies also last year he 
was able to basically assist us 
with whatever we want and 
he gave us a lot of inside in-
formation about what was 
going on around campus to a 
lot of other students too,” said 
Kapoor. 

Different from Andover, 
however, Lick-Wilmerding is 
a day school in San Francis-
co, which will present a new 
work environment for Mun-
dra. Thus, he hopes to learn 
more about Lick-Wilmerd-
ing’s school missions and to 
interact with a new communi-
ty of students. 

“It’s a day school, so it’s 
different. I’m interested to 
see how having students who 
all come from a particular 
area is. Their focus is on cit-
izenship and service, so I’m 
very interested in how they 
connect their curriculum. 
I’m also interested in learn-
ing more about the Bay Area. 
There’s lots of students here 
from there, so I’d love to con-
nect with them so they can 
help me think about the tran-
sition there,” said Mundra.

Maddie Garfinkle ’24, a stu-
dent at Lick-Wilmerding High 
School, pointed out that there 
is currently a lack of commu-
nication between students 
and faculty at the school. Af-
ter learning about Mundra’s 
roles and work at Andover, 
she expressed excitement 
about Mundra becoming the 
Head of School. 

“I adore my school, and the 

current school environment 
is definitely the perfect fit 
for me. But as far as admins, 
teacher, and student rela-
tionships go, there are a lot 
of communication issues. I’m 
definitely excited about a new 
perspective on it all. I found 
that [Mundra’s] approach to 
integrating himself with the 
community so far has been 
really great. He met with our 
Black Student Union and a 
couple of other family groups 
which was really profound. 
It’s really cool to see this new 
Head interact with students 
and have a very present pres-
ence on campus…. I’m really 
looking forward to this new 
era,” said Garfinkle.

Regarding his upcom-
ing departure from Andover, 
Mundra expressed gratitude 
for having had the opportu-
nity to be a part of a school 
that fosters growth, mean-
ingful connections, learning, 
and diversity. In the future, 
he hopes to return to Andover 
and visit his graduating advi-
sees and friends. 

“I’ll miss the people. I’ll 
miss the commitment to An-
dover’s mission. I’ll miss the 
geographic diversity of stu-
dents here and I’ll miss a lot 
of my friends. I have two kids 
and they both were born while 
I’ve been on campus, and then 
graduated from Andover also, 
so the feeling of belonging 
here was very strong for me 
and my family. I’m grateful 
for the opportunity to teach in 
this incredible environment 
with these incredible people. 
I’m grateful for the resources 
that the school has to be able 
to conceptualize and develop 
really innovative programs 
that bring out the best in each 
of us. I’m grateful for being 
able to teach students around 
the world and explore differ-
ent places,” said Mundra. 

ues to reflect on. Boone advised 
students on the importance of 
formulating a set of values and 
living a value-centered life. 

“What was amazing about 
Andover was that it just opened 
up the aperture on what the 
world had to offer. So it was all 
about exploration and discov-
ery and growth, and as a high-
ly intellectually curious kid, it 
was exactly what I needed at 
the time. I think what was most 
important about the experience 
was just the exposure—I got to 
play in the sandbox. I think fo-
cusing on a core set of values 
is really important. So thinking 
about how you want to live your 
life, what’s important to you, 
and anchoring a set of values 
that are your guideposts. When 
the world is wild and unpre-
dictable and there are lots of 
twists and turns, particularly 
when you’re in high school and 
you’re grappling with all [these] 
things and trying to figure out 
[your] identity, starting early 

with what you believe in, what’s 
important to you, what your val-
ues are, I think that’s a critical 
thing,” said Boone. 

Listening to the alumni re-
turn to Andover and speak 
about their experiences both at 
and beyond Andover inspired 
Sami Tokat ’26 to reflect on the 
impact his own time at Andover 
might have. 

“I think that they expressed 
the potential that is bestowed 
upon all Andover students, and 
I think it is super, super fasci-
nating to see what they did at 
their time here and how the 
greatness was able to manifest 
itself. I think that that’s super 
special, and I think them com-
ing back and talking about their 
time and over their experiences 
was something that really spoke 
to me. I think that it’s all about 
building a base, building a plat-
form for me to learn and to ex-
plore, see what I truly want to 
do. I think that the time that I 
spend here, what I end up re-
searching, the relationships and 
people that I meet here, I think 
it will really affect my future,” 
said Tokat. 

Touring in five groups of 
five students, a cohort of PREP 
9 students visited Andover for 
the first time since the Covid-19 
pandemic. The students toured 
the campus, met with admis-
sions officers for dinner, attend-
ed classes and an All-School 
Meeting, and ended the day 
with their application inter-
view. 

PREP 9, a program conduct-
ed by the non-profit organiza-
tion Prep for Prep, works with 
African American and Latine 
seventh graders from public and 
charter schools in New York 
City. The program helps those 
with demonstrated academic 
achievement and financial need 
to apply to boarding schools 
across New England. Since 
1986, PREP 9 has partnered 
with Andover, one of the seven 
founding schools in the PREP 
9 Consortium. According to 

Akintoye Moses, the director of 
PREP 9, the program is current-
ly working with the 36th cohort 
of students to apply to Andover. 

Moses said the goal of the 
founding schools and Prep for 
Prep in creating PREP 9 was to 
provide lower-income students 
of color with the resources nec-
essary to enter and take advan-
tage of the opportunities avail-
able at independent boarding 
schools.

“PREP 9 exists [for] students 
of color from New York City 
who have done everything right 
and who truly have everything—
the intelligence, the determina-
tion—[but] might not have the 
financial resources. PREP 9 ex-
ists because there’s this group of 
students who have earned their 
spot, and who are earning these 
spots in spaces that weren’t 
originally created for them,” 
said Moses.

PREP 9 student Victory Ug-
bah shared positive feelings 
about her visit to Andover. Ug-
bah said she was grateful for 

the opportunity to experience 
the school in person, rather 
than over Zoom, as she was able 
to garner a better sense of the 
community. 

“During my time on campus, 
we visited classes including 
History and Math. We also did 
a tour around Andover… I think 
that seeing the community was 
easier and better to understand 
when you visited Andover 
in-person… [Andover] felt like 
a family, it felt like the people 
there understood each other, 
and they could relate with each 
other more,” said Ugbah.

PREP 9 student Mercy 
Okoronkwo also noted that 
seeing Andover in person left a 
distinct impression on her. She 
even felt that it changed her ini-
tial impression of the school. 

“I enjoyed seeing how beau-
tiful Andover’s campus was. 
I wish to see it again. It’s one 
of my favorite visits yet. I feel 
lucky because if I did not see it 
in-person, I would be confused 
on what to pick for my applica-

tion, and on what to think about 
each boarding school… We did 
an overview on Andover before 
we came. Compared to what 
I heard about it, experiencing 
[Andover] and seeing it in-per-
son is ‘Wow. This is Ando-
ver?’ I couldn’t believe it,” said 
Okoronkwo.

Josh Espinoza ’25, a PREP 
9 alum, was one of the Ando-
ver students who hosted PREP 
9 students this past week. As 
Espinoza was not able to visit 
campus due to Covid-19 restric-
tions when applying to Ando-
ver, he commented that having 
the opportunity to visit is one 
that is special and beneficial.

“I’m very grateful that PREP 
9 got to visit us last week. It 
was a very fun and engaging 
experience for me and for the 
other visitors and I think that 
it’s important that students 
from low-income communities 
get the opportunity [to visit]. 
And also, regarding my Fresh-
man year, I’m envious that I 
didn’t get the same opportuni-

ty because now these students 
have some sort of idea of what 
they’re getting into, and I think 
that is a good experience,” said 
Espinoza.

Moses said the best part of 
the trip was getting to see the 
reactions of PREP 9 students as 
the bus arrived on campus. For 
many students, she believes that 
visiting schools like Andover 
inspires them to work harder 
because they realize that what 
they are working towards is 
tangible. 

Moses said, “You see big 
eyes, you see the kids point-
ing out huge buildings and you 
walk off the bus. For me, it’s 
awesome seeing our kids imag-
ining their future selves as stu-
dents on these campuses. When 
our kids can see themselves in 
spaces that weren’t originally 
created for them, however they 
know how hard they have been 
working to get to one of these 
spots—one of these schools—it’s 
powerful to experience that.”

Raj Mundra Expresses Gratitude for 
Andover Experience and Opportunities

Continued  from A1, Column 3
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Alumni Award of Distinction 
Recipients Share Struggles and 
Triumphs of Life and Andover

HERE AND THERE: THE WORLD RIGHT NOW

Natural Disaster: Deadly Floods in Nigeria

In October 2022, Nigeria was swept by the worst floods 
the country has experienced in the past ten years. The 
flooding devastated farmland, infrastructure, and houses 
across two-thirds of Nigeria’s states, killing over 600 
people and displacing approximately 1.3 million, report-
ed “The Guardian” in interviews with “The Guardian” 
and the “Associated Press.” Experts attributed the sever-
ity of the disaster to the government’s inaction, neglect 
of climate infrastructure, and poor disaster manage-
ment. Climate change has also increased the frequency 
and intensity of extreme weather events, resulting in 
erratic, heavy rainfall. According to Kabir Ibrahim, 
National President of All Farmers Association of Nigeria, 
the floods have destroyed nearly 75 percent of crop yield 
in some areas. Beyond exacerbating the food crisis, the 
floods have also prompted outbreaks of cholera and 
other preventable diseases, reported the “International 
Rescue Committee.”

Russia-Ukraine War: Missile Strikes Target Civilian 
Infrastructure in Ukraine

Russian missile strikes have bombarded cities and civil-
ian infrastructure across Ukraine. Since October 10, mis-
siles and self-destructing drones have attacked bridges, 
parks, residential buildings, power plants, etc., causing 
numerous casualties as well as energy and water short-
ages throughout Ukraine. Russian President Vladimir 
Putin stated the escalation was a response to the partial 
destruction of the bridge linking Russia and Crimea on 
October 8, reported “CNN.” According to Ukrainian 

authorities, the strikes have damaged around 30 percent 
of Ukraine’s power plants. The World Health Organiza-
tion has warned about a heightening humanitarian crisis 
as the prospect of a winter without electricity, water, or 
heating looms over many Ukrainians.

United Kingdom Politics: British Prime Minister Liz 
Truss Resigns After 44 Days in Office

Will Liz Truss, Prime Minister of Britain, outlast a head 
of lettuce? Originating in a column in “The Economist,” 
the joke has gained popularity as the public debated 
whether her tenure would last longer than a head of 
lettuce. The answer appears to be, no. Soon to become 
Britain’s shortest-serving Prime Minister, Truss resigned 
on October 20. Appointed by Queen Elizabeth II on Sep-
tember 6, Truss announced plans for “tax cuts, deregu-
lation and free-market economics,” alarming global in-
vestors as fears gew that the government would be sent 
into mass borrowing, reported “The New York Times.” 
These concerns threw the markets into deeper tumult, 
compounding the effects of inflation, energy crisis, and 
forecasted recessions. Following widespread criticism, 
Truss was forced to virtually cancel all the planned tax 
cuts on October 17. With her credibility in shambles, she 
resigned three days later. Liz Truss’s successor, Rishi 
Sunak, is the first person of color and practicing Hindu 
to serve as Prime Minister. 

Human Rights: Social Security Changes Gender 
Documentation Policy

On October 19, the Social Security Administration (SSA) 
announced a policy change, allowing people to self-iden-
tify their gender on their social security record, regard-
less of what other identity documents say, reported “The 
New York Times.” According to the SSA, the policy has 
been implemented as of October 20. This policy marks a 
positive development in the rights of transgender people 
in the United States of America, especially as “trans 
youth [are] the most frequent target of lawmakers,” 
according to “The Washington Post.” Although the SSA 
states that their record systems are “unable to include a 
nonbinary or unspecified sex designation,” they claim to 
be exploring potential policy changes, possibly creating 
greater accuracy in documentation for people of all 
genders.

U.S. Economy: Tax Brackets to be Adjusted Amidst 
Surging Inflation

With the aftereffects of Covid-19, the economy has been 
in a recession since the summer of 2022, according to 
“Forbes.” To combat rising inflation and worker shortag-
es, the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) plans to adjust tax 
brackets, according to “Axios.” Tax brackets determine 
what percentage of one’s income goes to the U.S. govern-
ment. Though many people’s wages may have increased 
to reflect inflation, for most, their financial standing 
has not changed significantly. Without tax bracket 
adjustments, however, they would fall into a higher tax 
bracket, forcing them to pay more. This could be avoided 
by shifting the income thresholds for different tax rates. 
Through these changes, the IRS aims to alleviate effects 
of inflation in the coming year.
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ty. 
“I think Sisterhood is an im-

portant affinity space to have, be-
cause it’s a different experience 
that the intersection of gender 
and race can lead to, it’s a whole 
different identity on its own. It 
leads to a different kind of op-
pression than [what] will be faced 
by somebody of a different gender 
or different race. For example, 
my experience as a Black woman 
is going to be a lot different than 
the experience of another Black 
person or a Black man. I think 
there’s [a] certain comfort and fa-
miliarity that can be found in that 
space that can’t be found in BSU 
or Alianza or AfLatAm, for exam-

ple,” said Hutchinson. 
According to Espinoza, there 

are unique issues on campus that 
BIPOC men experience. Espino-
za found the Brotherhood to be 
a safe space to discuss those spe-
cific struggles, claiming that the 
community built in the group is 
different than the general cam-
pus. 

“In my experience, I haven’t 
really had an open space where I 
could speak freely. And I’ve had 
to suppress a lot of issues and just 
deal with it on my own. But, I feel 
in the Brotherhood, I can have 
discussions on, not just my issues, 
but also other things that I’m cu-
rious about with other boys who 
are sharing my experience as well. 
So, I think it’s just us as men giv-
ing each other that space to build 
up with each other and support 

each other on a campus that can 
be exclusive, [where BIPOC men] 
are not the focus or we’re not 
heard enough,” said Espinoza.

Currently, both the Brother-
hood and the Sisterhood have two 
faculty advisors who assist in the 
clubs’ overall direction and advise 
the board. Anny Guerra, Instruc-
tor in Spanish, and Lela Paultre, 
Assistant Director of Admission, 
serve as the faculty advisors for 
the Sisterhood. For the Brother-
hood, Casey Smith, Instructor in 
Art, and Hector Membreno-Ca-
nales, Director of the Office of 
Community and Multicultural 
Development (CaMD), serve as 
faculty advisors. Neither of the 
faculty advisors from the Broth-
erhood nor the Sisterhood were 
available for comment in time for 
publication. 

Prior to the pandemic, Sis-
terhood was facing issues with 
scheduling and member reten-
tion. During the pandemic, Sister-
hood completely halted all meet-
ings, leaving the Brotherhood as 
the only gender-specific BIPOC 
affinity space remaining.

Recently, however, Sisterhood 
is undergoing its own revival. 
Agyeman discussed the initiative 
to restart the affinity space, claim-
ing that it was a product of casual 
conversations turned into action. 

“Nahila and I were talking 
with our other friends as well, 
and we all decided to have a Sis-
terhood meeting… and that went 
pretty well, but then Sisterhood 
was just inactive. We heard An-
nalisa was trying to get the Sister-
hood started, so Nahila, Annalisa, 
and I worked together to do that,” 

said Agyeman. 
According to Agyeman, the 

Brotherhood and the Sisterhood 
boards have met to discuss ave-
nues for collaboration and plac-
es where the Brotherhood could 
support the Sisterhood’s revival, 
including potential joint-hosted 
events.

“We have talked about [collab-
orating] but no actions were taken 
[so far]. We’re building the board 
right now, but as we have more 
events and as the board comes 
together, people will come to Sis-
terhood more and engage more,” 
said Agyeman

Editor’s Note: Ashley Agyeman 
’24 is a Digital Associate Editor for 
The Phillipian. 

Brotherhood and Sisterhood 

Continued  from A1, Column 3

Andover Inn to Reopen, 
Renovations to Continue

“It’s important to note that 
the initial opening on Novem-
ber 14 is what we are calling 
a soft opening. That’s basi-
cally a reintroduction to the 
members of the public. At 
that point, the Inn would be 
open for the hotel, so rooms 
and the Samuel’s restaurant, ” 
said Sweet.

In preparation for the re-
opening of the Inn, carpeting, 
furnishings, utilities, and oth-
er improvements are in prog-
ress and will continue until 
the full opening of the Inn. 
The flooring and paint of the 
hotel rooms and the lobby are 
in the remodeling process. 
Since renovations are con-
ducted during school hours, 
the Inn has made an effort 
to minimize disturbance to 
students and the Andover 
community, and eventually to 
guests.

Past renovations of the 
Inn in 1930 and 2008 focused 
more on expanding the ca-
pacity and functions of the 
Inn, such as the introduction 
of Samuel’s. However, as the 
Inn dates back over a centu-
ry, cosmetic renovations are 
being carefully undertaken to 
preserve its history, while si-
multaneously improving the 

building’s facilities.
“The goal is to preserve the 

historic integrity of the build-
ing while making upgrades for 
the comfort of guests. Room 
renovations will take place in 
phases to ensure that the Inn 
remains open and disruption 
is minimized,” wrote Sweet in 
an email to The Phillipian.

The Inn originally sus-
pended operations in July 
2020 due to the Covid-19 pan-
demic. In order to lower risks 
of an outbreak on campus, the 
school decided to use the An-
dover Inn as extra housing for 
underclassmen.

According to a previous 
article in The Phillipian, “Al-
most 90 percent of Andover 
students returned to campus 
this spring, creating unprec-
edented scenarios for accom-
modating boarding students 
while attempting to follow 
Covid-19 regulations, espe-
cially in the case of one-room 
doubles and tight housing.”  

Kevin Chen ’24, who lived 
in the Inn during the spring 
term of his Lower year, de-
scribed the amenities avail-
able to students during his 
stay. 

“The best part was [we got] 
our own toilet. Some people 
had a bathtub, even. I got a re-
ally large room… [and] we got 
free E&R too because there 
weren’t any laundry machines 

we could use. [But] there was 
no service, [and] the restau-
rant wasn’t open. It was like 
any other dorm, though. The 
rules were all the same,” said 
Chen.

Excusing its time while 
closed and as a dorm, the An-
dover Inn has been to families 
of current and prospective 
students since 1930. By allow-
ing relatives to stay close to 
their kids and touring groups 
to be immersed in the Ando-
ver environment, the Inn has 
become an integral part of 
campus according to Sweet.

“We are excited to reopen 
the Andover Inn and reestab-
lish connections to the cam-
pus community and guests 
far and wide. [Andover] trust-
ees will be the first guests 
through the doors when many 
stay over for Trustee Week-
end beginning November 10 
and 11,” wrote Sweet in an 
email to The Phillipian.

Sweet continued, “We 
are eager to welcome the lo-
cal community and travelers 
back to the Andover Inn. For 
decades, the inn has been an 
integral part of the town and a 
regional landmark, with great 
proximity to Boston, the sea-
coast, arts and cultural activ-
ities, and so much more that 
New England has to offer.”

signed to Moscow. No sooner 
did I get there, there was a war 
in Chechnya. I had thought I 
would be covering criminolo-
gy, but no, I was covering a war 
in Chechnya. I also covered 
the war in Bosnia. I covered 
the Civil War in El Salvador. I 
once covered the withdrawal 
of the Soviet troops from Af-
ghanistan, and I was writing in 
a tank on the way from Jalala-
bad to Kabul. That’s the jour-
nalism business: you can find 
yourself in unusual and some-
times dangerous places. You 
are covering important events 
in human history. Sometimes 
that’s very dangerous work. I 
mean, I’m kind of glad not to 
be dodging bullets for a living 
now,” said Ensor.

Ensor continued, “I re-
member after I was out of 
Chechnya I was on [the ABC 
News show] Nightline with 
Ted Koppel. We had shown 
him some really hair-raising 
video the cameraman had tak-
en under extraordinary con-
ditions, and he said to me on 
the air ‘So David, what are you 
doing there anyway? Why are 
you doing this?’ I tried to an-
swer it by saying, ‘Look, you 
may think this is a little war 
far away from our country. 
But what happens in Russia 

matters. And this is going to 
matter.’ Now as I look at it in 
2022, it was the war where we 
saw just how inhumane the 
Russian army could be,” said 
Ensor.

Max Huang ’24, an attend-
ee of the panel, was impressed 
by the panelists’ variety of ex-
periences. He articulated the 
importance of forming rela-
tionships and active participa-
tion as a part of journalism.

“I think it was just really 
cool to see how people that 
went to the same school and 
were writing for The Phillipian 
and doing the same thing as us 
students have gone on to work 
for these really large corpora-
tions that we read every day. 
So my takeaway is just trying 
to be as involved as possible, 
because of two reasons: one is 
because it’s always good to get 
practice for real life, and an-
other important thing is con-
nections. And the panelists all 
talk about how their connec-
tions both within the school, 
or within other programs that 
they work with, allowed them 
to get better resources later 
on. In general, the Blue Runs 
Deep Industry Series events 
are really cool because they 
just get to show the students 
how past alumni have gone on 
to do really incredible things.” 
said Huang.

Continued  from A1, Column 1

Blue Runs Deep Series Provides 
Inspiration from Past Alumni
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ON THE 
PATHS

“In retrospect, my Walter White costume 
might’ve been too realistic for the Deans. I 
probably didn’t need all that meth.”

 
“You can never have too many beastiality jokes.”

“Colleges can see that.”

“It looks like my collection 
of commons plates might be 

drawing some attention”

A8 EIGHTH PAGE P h o r r e a l excuse us

CRIME: Accusations of 
Impersonation??

Week’s Top Headlines

• Eighth Page to Cut Ties with Ye 

• Concerned Parents Worried Drunk Goggles 
May Lead to Stronger Things

• Senior Smiles for the First Time in Months 
During Senior Portrait

• If You Didn’t Get “Accidentally” Groped at the 
Halloween Dance, Were You Even There?

• Football PG Considering 6-Year Plan 

• It’s That Time of the Year When the 1/18th 
Cherokee White Kids Check the Indigenous 
Box on Common App

• The Dead Rises From Graveyard–Oh Wait, 
It’s Just the Addison Party

• This Week’s Unsolved Mystery: House 
Counselor’s Dog Comes Down with Mono

“Why does this pumpkin only 
have one singular hole in it?” 

“Would a squirrel be 
a good substitute for 

a rat?”

     On the weekend prior to October 
31, I was accused of committing the 
crime of impersonation. But I swear 
I didn’t do it!
     My bald cap, chunky square 
glasses, and Patagonia vest were 
simply part of  a costume! I swear! 
During the investigation, the inter-
rogator asked me, “then what were 
you doing in his house?” Speaking 
the truth, straight through my teeth, 
I told him, “it’s a long story.”
     To start, I take Halloween very 
seriously. It’s not just the fake stubble, 

commons food, or the Exeter-colored tie 
(such a faux pas!) But when I dress up, I 
tend to inhabit the character’s manner-
isms and lifestyle.
     I woke up in the morning, excited 
for the best holiday of the year. I put on 

GW. I strolled in around 9 a.m.—such 
a nice change from my usual 8:30 a.m. 

-

compared to my mold-infested dorm 
in the knoll. I handed my thick load of 
homework assignments to the assis-
tant—who didn’t even bat an eye. She 

went to the botox appointment I sched-
uled for you.” 

documents. I didn’t understand most 
of the big words, but it seemed like a 
bunch of fax memos from the Board of 
Trustees. I then noticed a shredder in 
the corner…how fun! Fascinated with 
the machine, I demolished the papers. 

      I then looked over the notes for 

animals on the desk to practice my 
projection and authoritative presence. 
“Good Morning, Andover!” Hmmm 
a little louder: “GOOD MORNING, 

unimpressed. 
     I then walked across the street, not 
bothering to push the button because 
I don’t stop for cars, they stop for me. 
I walked the length of my massive 
driveway and entered the pristine white 
house. I greeted my dogs, the only living 
beings I would save in an apocalypse. 
     I lay on my couch, feeling safe from 
the dangers of energetic and feisty teen-
agers. 
     When my watch struck 11:00, I got 
up and headed towards the chapel. 
When I started walking towards the 
podium, someone else also approached! 

was impersonating me??
     And then I remembered, it was Hal-
loween and my get-up was just a cos-
tume. I wasn’t the real head of school.
     But at least the freaky coincidence 

“¿Señora, como se dice 
‘YOLO?’”

“He isn’t that bad looking…he just needs the 
gym, plastic surgery, maybe reincarnation.”

“It’s not lying, it’s just creativity.”

:
• Instead of being a slutty angel, be an agnostic 

support person
 
• Instead of being a shirtless cowboy, be a 

hard-working agricultural professional
 
• 

worker
 
• Instead of being sexy nurse, be a well-respected 

doctor
 
• Instead of being a boxer, be a professional          

situation de-escalator 
 
• Instead of being a happy person, consider being a 

member of 
 
• Instead of being lonely, be an involuntary celibate
 
• Instead of being Jordan Belfort, try to Feel the 

Bern

"Ghost" Hijacks Senior's 
Homework and College Essays

      A lot of people have been asking me how I stay on top of 
Math 225, Varsity Spin, and my college essays—so I’ve decided to 
confess my secret. 
       One night, I was staring at the blank whiteness of my non-ex-
istent supplemental essays when I felt a chill run down my spine. 
Normally, I don’t feel that until I’ve dipped into my roommate’s 
study strategies, so right away I knew something was up. 

-

Luckily, my years of training via Fortnite prepared me for this 
moment (I told you it wasn’t a waste of time, Mom), and I sprang 
into action, hurling my expansive collection of empty Gatorlite 
bottles and commons plates at the approaching ghost. But my 

been knocked unconscious.
      I awoke on the ground, facedown, my head throbbing and 
my rear aching immensely. Initially, I panicked: “Did I do any 
homework last night? What time is it? Seriously, why does my ass 
hurt so much?” I managed to stand up to check the time on my 

somehow, everything on my Canvas was marked complete. Even 
-

tion was that the ghost had worked his magic, leaving only sever-
al invoice reminders from a handful of unemployed professors. 

LUKE PIASECKI
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Defeating St. John’s Prep 
11-2, Andover Boys Water Polo 
secured its fourth consecutive 
win on Friday. The team’s record 
now sits at 7-6.

Leading up to the game, the 
team’s practices were essen-
tial to its performance in the 
pool, according to Daniel Seong 
’25. Seong believes working on 
game-like scenarios was one of 
the most beneficial parts of prac-
tice.

“I think we have been work-
ing a lot on game-related drills, 
and I think it was useful in estab-
lishing the team’s approach to 

the game,” said Seong.
Andover’s defense contribut-

ed to shutting St. John’s Prep’s 
attacks down, according to 
Seong. By the end of the first 
quarter, Andover had only let in 
one goal. 

“Defensively our team defi-
nitely showed out. They only 
scored two goals, and our team 
was able to recognize and devel-
op defensive strategies that we 
have trained for in practice,” said 
Seong.

Zach Godsey ’25 highlight-
ed the determination of Sean 
Niu ’25 during Friday’s game. 
According to Godsey, Niu was 
one of the most hardworking in 
the game despite coming off the 
bench. 

Godsey said, “Another player 
that was instrumental to our win 
on Friday was Sean Niu, who has 
been one of the most motivated 
and hard-working players. The 
St. John’s [Prep] game was a time 
where he was able to demon-
strate his newly found skills and 
proved to people he really de-
serves his spot on varsity.”

Andrew Chinn ’24 highlight-
ed Jason Kokones ’25, noting his 
ability to understand the team’s 
needs at all times.

“I think Jason played an in-
credible leadership role in the 
win on Friday. Jason has really 
developed as one of the young 
leaders for our program. Mov-
ing forward, it’s going to be very 
valuable to have people like Ja-
son who can take control of a 
situation and recognize where 
the team needs to be at any given 
moment,” said Chinn.

According to Chinn, the team 

mainly focused on improving its 
communication in preparation 
for the game. Especially for the 
players who do not have as much 
experience on the team, Chinn 
felt it was important to work 
together on developing a better 
sense of community and com-
fortability with every player on 
the team.

Chinn said, “One of the things 
we definitely wanted to work 
on was our vision and commu-
nication skills. I think our game 
on Friday was an opportunity 
for some people on the varsity 

team, that don’t typically get to 
play, to have an opportunity to 
demonstrate those skills that 
were learned in practice. I think 
our team in general [has] learned 
a lot from previous games, espe-
cially those players that played in 
the St. John’s [Prep] game.”

Although its defense has im-
proved, Godsey believes the 
team needs to establish better 
defensive habits along with re-
fining its situational awareness 
moving forward.

“I think recognizing what 
stage of the game we are in and 

how to act accordingly is some-
thing that we really need to work 
on. Our team is also working on 
being more ball aware of differ-
ent situations and surroundings, 
but also playing team defense in-
stead of individual defense,” said 
Godsey.

Andover Boys Water Polo 
will host Deerfield on Saturday 
and Phillips Exeter Academy on 
Wednesday.

Editor’s Note: Andrew Chinn is 
an Associate Photo Editor for The 
Phillipian.
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Boys Water Polo Defeats St. John’s Prep, Extends Win Streak to Four
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Co-Captain Marcel Montemayor Fontes ’23 travels across the pool, looking for a passing opportunity.

Andover

WEDNESDAY

Suffield

12

4

Boys Soccer Crushes Cushing 10-0 in Fiery Comeback from Loss to NMH

Looking for a comeback after a 
0-2 loss against Northfield Mount 
Hermon (NMH), Andover Boys 
Soccer’s 10-0 win against Cushing 
represented a statement of inten-
sity and skill. Andover’s heavily 
rotated lineup maintained pres-
sure on Cushing throughout the 
game, dynamically combining to 
repeatedly create scoring oppor-
tunities.

With a record of 8-2-1, NMH 
presented Andover with one of 
its greatest challenges yet. Despite 
finding many chances to score 
throughout, the game was ulti-
mately decided in the two boxes, 
as Andover was unable to convert 
its chances.

“[The] atmosphere was defi-
nitely very intense, which is good. 
In the past few games, I’d say it’s 
been pretty lacking, it’s been go-
ing pretty slow. But we definitely 
brought it to NMH. The effort 
was there, I just thought we got 
unlucky in the end… We had a lot 
more chances at NMH, but one 
thing that really kind of defined 

the game was that they were able 
to finish their chances. In the past 
few games, we haven’t been as 
clinical I think as we’d like to be,” 
said Madge.

According to Paul Gichana ’25, 
Andover made a positive start to 
its game against NMH, combin-
ing passes to keep possession of 
the ball. The turning point of the 
game came in NMH’s first goal in 
the twelfth minute, where there 
was a significant drop in its ener-
gy. 

“I think at the beginning of the 
game, we started off really well. 
We were pressing and we were 
moving the ball around them a lot. 
But I think as the game continued, 
and they scored their first goal, 
it really affected us, so it really 

brought us back. However, we still 
kept playing and working hard,” 
said Gichana. 

Andover’s build-up was best 
exemplified by Zane Matraji’s ’24 
near miss in the first half. After 
progressing the ball into NMH’s 
half and maintaining possession, 
Alex Torrens ’24 spotted Matraji, 
whose shot bounced off the cross-
bar.

“I would definitely say some 
moments in our game was in the 
first half, we built out of the back 
really well and progressed into 
their half and then we kept the 
ball really well and Alex Torrens 
found Zane who took a shot and 
hit the crossbar, so we were very 
close to scoring and we built out 
the back really well, just a lot of 

strong passes and a great team 
effort for what almost could have 
been a nice goal,” said Madge.

Pagliuca emphasizes that 
NMH’s goals came in large part 
due to Andover’s loss of focus at 
times. 

“Some plays that stood out for 
negative reasons were their goals. 
[We] were just kind of a little bit 
too relaxed in those moments, 
and that’s kind of how we allowed 
ourselves to be scored on,” said 
Pagliuca. 

Prior to Andover’s victory 
against Cushing, Pagliuca high-
lighted the importance of protect-
ing the 18-yard box as well as be-
ing more vocal on the defense. He 
added that fluidity on the offense 
was one aspect on which Andover 

worked on offense.
“I think going forward, defen-

sively, we need to contain and 
defend our 18 [yard box] a little 
bit better than we have been… It’s 
been difficult for us all season [to 
defend] set pieces and I think be-
ing a little more communicative 
in those areas of the pitch, having 
more unity in those areas, clear-
ing the ball and anticipating a bit 
more together. Offensively, I think 
we can be a little more fluid in our 
movement off the ball,” said Pagli-
uca. 

With an overwhelming victory 
of 10-0 against Cushing, Andover 
will head into its game against 
Deerfield this weekend on a pos-
itive note. The game served as a 
boost to Andover’s confidence as 
many players were able to find 
time on the pitch.

“Overall I think the game went 
really well this afternoon. As a 
whole, the team played really 
strongly. We moved the ball really 
well, we possessed really well and 
we created chances. My biggest 
takeaway from today’s game was 
we were able to play a lot of our 
players in today’s game, we were 
able to cycle through a lot of sub-
stitutions… It was a great win and 
I think definitely got us back on 
the winning mindset and back on 
track as we head into the difficult 
game against Deerfield this week-
end,” said Pagliuca. 

Andover Boys Soccer looks for-
ward to facing Deerfield this Sat-
urday, at home. 

SOPHIA CRATTY
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Boys Cross Country Prepares for Major Upcoming Andover vs. Exeter Meet

This Saturday, 43 runners from 
Andover Boys Cross Country 
competed at the Phillips Exeter 
Academy Invitational. Andover 
placed second overall out of Ex-
eter, Northfield Mount Hermon, 
and Deerfield Academy. Tam Gav-
enas ’25 pushed Andover ahead 
by finishing in second place. 

The Exeter Invitational was 
an opportunity for Andover to 
inspect the course for the upcom-
ing Andover/Exeter (A/E) meet. 
According to Magnus Julin ’25, 
Exeter’s course proved to be de-
ceiving, with various inconsisten-
cies on the trail, forcing runners to 
focus more deliberately on pacing.

“[The course was] very flat 
and often very close to water, so it 

gets very mucky in areas which is 
the downside. Over the weekend, 
there were a couple of spots that 
got really muddy…There were two 
loops that comprised the course. 
The first a series of woods trails 
and the second was across the 
place that you started,” said Julin.

Nathan Neu ’26 highlighted an 
important rule that the team has 
to follow, which is not wearing 
a watch to track your progress. 
With a watch on, many racers 
were able to easily follow a cer-
tain pace throughout the race, but 
without one, individuals are able 
to push themselves and surpass 
others more naturally. In this race, 
Neu emphasized his instinctual 
pacing. 

“I’d say I did well in this race 
with passing people, staying in the 
game. My mind was in the right 
place for this race. I think every-

one started out a little too fast this 
race, and a lot of people fell back… 
The second mile went out a little 
bit too slow. I sped up. On this race 
where you have sidelines you’ve 
got to look at the people in front 
of you and you’ve got to take into 
your mind that those are the peo-
ple you have to pass. Those are the 
people that are going to lead you 
to a better time,” said Neu.

Andover prepares for meets in 
a variety of ways. Beginning each 
race with a walk-through of the 
trail, Head Coach Patrick Rielly 
breaks down the course into dif-
ferent sections, and suggests ways 
to pace through the course.

Neu said, “He talks us through 
strategy and what we can do to 
pass people or to run faster and 
make sure we don’t fall behind. 
That definitely helps a ton before 
the race because this is a course 

for many people who have never 
run before. [This helps] especially 
for Juniors like me who are new 
to this school and new to trails.”

As a Junior, David Song ’26 
emphasizes the importance of 
keeping his momentum going 
and staying concentrated during 
races by listening to Coach Riel-
ly’s advice. Coach Rielly utilizes 
different techniques to drive run-
ners to grow and develop a strong 
mindset. 

Song said, “The biggest chal-
lenge is staying in it during a race. 
Staying positive and staying pres-
ent and making sure you don’t 
lose motivation… Our coach al-
ways gives us a word to focus on 
[similar to] a ‘word of the day.’ 
One of the previous ones has been 
‘focus’ and yesterday’s was ‘com-
pete.’ Having some sort of word or 
phrase to think about while you’re 

running is helpful.”
The team’s morale is high for 

the upcoming A/E race. Accord-
ing to Constantine Krenteras 
’24, despite no one individually 
performing their best, the team 
enjoyed running on the Exeter 
course, and was able to utilize the 
race as a stepping stone towards 
success during A/E.

“It felt fast, it felt smooth, defi-
nitely probably one of the easier 
courses we’ve run this season. [In] 
the end, no one really set a person-
al record… This was designed to 
be a slower week because it’s one 
of our last harder weeks of work-
out before we taper for the Cham-
pionship Season,” said Krenteras.

Andover Boys Cross Country 
will face Exeter away on Saturday.

OPHELIA LEE
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BOYSWATERPOLO

A long time swimmer look-
ing for a sport to fill time 
during the off-season in the 
fall of 2021, Boys Water Polo 
Co-Captain Trey Wolfe ’23 
decided to give water polo a 
try. Although he only began 
playing last season, team-
mates have expressed that 
Wolfe has served as a role 
model for them. Wolfe is also 
a representative for the Ath-
letic Advisory Board, a group 
of varsity athletes who work 
together to implement change 
in Andover Athletics.

According to Andrew 
Chinn ’24, many of Wolfe’s 
personal values—such as pa-
tience, class, and optimism—
are useful in his role as 
Co-Captain. Chinn expressed 
that Wolfe’s positivity and 
friendliness create a safe en-
vironment for teammates 
to communicate with him. 
Chinn also noted the way 
Wolfe carries himself as one 
of his defining features.

“Trey has always been a 
unique character, to say the 
least. He’s always been some-
one who’s really mature, and 
has always been trying to es-
tablish very strong values… 
whether that be patience or 
holding yourself with a cer-

tain amount of class… He’s 
never been someone who I’ve 
gotten a bad impression from, 
and I think he’s maintained 
that reputation of being 
someone who anyone on the 
team can come to regardless 
of the situation,” said Chinn.

Daniel Seong ’25 stat-
ed that Wolfe’s selflessness 
helps ensure that the whole 
team is working to the best of 
its abilities. Seong noted how 
important Wolfe’s advice is 
to his own personal improve-
ment.

Seong said, “[Wolfe’s] the 
starting goalie, so he’s always 
in the pool for the whole 
game. I think Trey is one of 
the hardest workers in the 
pool and during practices. 
I’m new and I often make 
mistakes, he’s always encour-
aging, but also points out my 
mistakes for me to improve as 
a player.”

Wolfe believes that he leads 
the team in and out of the 
pool by organizing get togeth-
ers where the team can bond 
in a non-competitive setting. 
Wolfe tries to foster trust 
among teammates by building 
strong connections outside of 
practice and games.

“For example, we have this 
weekend off, but we’re going 
to do a team stretch tomor-
row. Little things like that 
where we can get everybody 

together. Sometimes we’ll do 
something fun, that way we 
just get the team doing stuff 
out of the pool for a while, 
and we kind of talk to each 
other and we’re not in a work 
environment, so to speak,” 
said Wolfe.

Chinn highlighted how 
Wolfe balances work and fun 
both in and out of the pool. 
Chinn emphasized the impor-
tance of this balance to the 
team’s bond.

Chinn said, “Our Lower 
year… [Wolfe] was one of the 
people who was open to hold-
ing activities outside, wheth-
er that be grabbing food or 
being a really big voice during 
team dinner. I remember my 
Lower year, the entire wa-
ter polo team auditioned for 
Strut, and he was a really big 
personality, and being a par-
ticipator in a fun way, and 
being someone anyone can 
reach out to and feel comfort-
able joking around or having 
fun around him.”

Wolfe expressed that he 
prioritizes hard work and 
leading by example. His lack 
of prior experience playing 
water polo gives him a unique 
perspective and approach to 
working towards his goals. 
Wolfe explained that he uses 
his leadership position to 
share his experiences with 
the team.

“The one thing I bring to 
the team, like I said start-
ing water polo last year and 
not having a past playing it, I 
think I try to lead by example 
and work hard. I always say 
you can be the best player on 
the team or you can be one of 
the guys who’s on the bench 
trying to work for a starting 
spot but no matter where you 
are, you can always be the 

hardest worker on the team. 
That mentality is something 
that all of us definitely have 
now, and it’s helped us a lot,” 
said Wolfe.

Editor’s Note: Andrew 
Chinn is an Associate Photo 
Editor for The Phillipian.

Boys Water Polo Co-Captain Trey Wolfe ’23 Picked Up Water Polo 
During His Off-Season, Now Leads the Team by Building Chemistry

ANGIE LUCIA

Attending a training camp 
in Barcelona every summer, 
Andover Boys Water Polo 
Co-Captain Marcel Monte-
mayor-Fontes ’23 has dis-
played deep commitment to 
the sport, despite only start-
ing three seasons ago. As a 
Co-Captain, he places em-
phasis on creating a fun en-
vironment and strengthen-

ing a team dynamic that will 
continue to prosper after his 
graduation.

With no prior experience 
before coming to Andover, 
Montemayor-Fontes picked 
up the sport his Junior year. 
He credits former Co-Cap-
tain Theo Faugeres ’21 for 
the guidance in his initial en-
counters with the sport. 

“I was [a] clueless [Junior] 
at first, but I instantly fell in 
love with the sport and decid-
ed to continue pursuing my 

new passion…. Someone who 
had a special impact on me 
when it came to playing wa-
ter polo was Theo Faugeres 
’21. Not only was he a great 
teammate and captain, but he 
taught me the beauty and el-
egance of water polo. If any-
thing, his guidance made me 
love the sport even more,” 
wrote Montemayor-Fontes in 
an email to The Phillipian. 

Co-Captain Trey Wolfe ’23 
admires Montemayor-Fontes’ 
ability to persist through the 
physical demands of the hole 
set position in games. Often 
positioned in front of the 
opposing team’s goal, Mon-
temayor-Fontes consistently 
faces rough contact from the 
opposing team’s defense and 
still models resilience.

“Marcel just works real-
ly hard. I mean, he plays the 
toughest position in the pool. 
Playing in the hole is super 
physical and super tiring. 
You’re wrestling with usually 
the biggest guy on the other 
team for the whole game, and 
he doesn’t complain. He’s in 
there fighting, and he really 
doesn’t complain about it. I 
think that’s a great example 
because people are tired, but 
then we look at Marcel, and 
he’s not saying a word, but 
he’s been fighting with some-
one the whole game. I think 
it shows people he still has 
some gas in the tank,” said 
Wolfe.

Since his recent introduc-
tion to the sport, Montemay-

or-Fontes has taken advan-
tage of opportunities abroad 
to further develop his skills, 
according to Ryan Chandor 
’23. In another country, Mon-
temayor-Fontes gains new 
perspectives on the sport. 

“Marcel didn’t have too 
much of a water polo back-
ground before he came here, 
but every summer, he goes 
to a water polo camp in Bar-
celona. He gets a lot of good 
knowledge out there. Water 
polo is a lot more popular in 
European countries than in 
the U.S., but he brings a lot 
of that knowledge into our 
team,” said Chandor. 

Further, Chandor empha-
sized Montemayor-Fontes’ 
eagerness to share his experi-
ences with the team. Chandor 
sees Montemayor-Fontes as 
another coach on the team, 
constantly providing feed-
back and insight.

“He loves coaching peo-
ple, just like Coach [Howard] 
Kalter. He’s big on construc-
tive criticism even if it’s hard 
to take at the time. He really 
knows how to play every po-
sition. He gives good tips and 
pointers for everybody even if 
it’s sometimes not what you 
want to be hearing. It’s al-
ways good to have someone 
knowledgeable like Marcel 
on the team who’s instilling 
[a] positive team culture. He 
knows a lot about the game,” 
said Chandor.

According to Wolfe, Mon-
temayor-Fontes always brings 

positive energy. No matter 
what happens outside of 
practice, Montemayor-Fontes 
steps into the pool completely 
engaged with the team.

Wolfe said, “He’s super 
welcoming. Outside of the 
pool, he’s a great guy, su-
per friendly and genuine. He 
brings that all with him to the 
pool every day, so you know 
he really brings the energy up. 
When he is having a bad day, 
I can tell, and he puts it aside, 
so we can have a good prac-
tice. And you know, I think 
that takes a lot of strength.”

Like Montemayor-Fontes, 
many members of the current 
team only began playing wa-
ter polo in high school. Thus, 
he prioritizes the develop-
mental process of the sport, 
hoping to set a strong foun-
dation for future seasons to 
come. 

“My goal for the team is to 
make sure that everyone is 
having fun and learning. Yes, 
it is my goal to win every sin-
gle water polo game, and I be-
lieve that the team is able to 
do that. However, I think that 
water polo is a complicated 
sport and not a lot of people 
know how to play. Therefore, 
it is my goal to make it so that 
everyone on the team has 
fun and learns how to play 
as a way to ensure that after 
I graduate, there will still be 
those who remain passionate 
about the sport like I am,” 
wrote Montemayor-Fontes.

MEG STINEMAN

Co-Captain Marcel Montemayor-Fontes ’23 Values “Being in the Moment”

Following the footsteps of 
former Andover Boys Water 
Polo player and older brother, 
Gregor Deveau ’21, Co-Cap-
tain Marek Deveau ’23 fell in 
love with the sport after eight 
years of swimming. As a lead-
er, he strives to “never take 
any shortcuts.” 

Ryan Chandor ’23 high-
lighted the calmness that De-
veau exudes while still being 
a powerful influence on the 
team. Though not the most 
vocal, Deveau is always will-
ing to provide insight for the 
team, according to Chandor. 

“Marek is sort of like a si-
lent weapon. It’s not like he 
doesn’t like to coach people, 
but he’s a little bit more laid 
back, but he’s also very knowl-
edgeable. He’s always there to 
help people, but he’s not al-
ways as vocal as [Co-Captain] 
Marcel [Montemayor Fontes 
’23]. It’s sort of good to have 
two sides of that… He’s always 
willing to help people out, and 
there’s a friendly competition 
within practices and stuff. It 

really makes everybody bet-
ter, and Marek is big on that,” 
said Chandor. 

Because of water polo’s 
physical nature, especially 
underwater, Deveau values 
good sportsmanship. Thus, he 
encourages the team to stay 
in control of their emotions 
while facing extreme frustra-
tion or excitement.

“It’s really easy to let your 
emotions shine through, so 
just staying humble [is im-
portant]. After scoring a goal, 
not cheering in the other 
team’s face, but celebrating 
small wins by yourself and 
with the team, and always 
showing respect for the ref-
eree and our opponents,” said 
Deveau. 

Zach Godsey ’25 em-
phasized Deveau’s direct 
approach to instruction. 
Through his extensive knowl-
edge of the sport, Deveau is 
never afraid to provide con-
structive criticism for the 
team, constantly forcing a 
high level of play, according 
to Godsey.

“I think he’s pretty direct. 
He’ll tell you if you are doing 
something wrong, and he’ll 

tell you how to fix it, and he’ll 
tell you how to get around [it]. 
If you are doing something 
wrong, he’ll tell you to stop. 
He’s pretty direct and that is 
kind of his leadership style,” 
said Godsey.

Though he sets high stan-
dards for others on the team, 
Deveau believes it is equally 
important to personally up-
hold those standards. Com-
pleting every action with a 
sense of purpose, Deveau 
hopes his teammates adopt 
the same level of effort. 

Deveau said, “I motivate 
the team by leading by exam-
ple. I feel like that is one of 
the best ways to get people to 
listen because you can’t say 
one thing and do the opposite. 
If I’m trying to get everyone 
to get in the water early and 
do a good warmup, I always 
make sure I do the warmup to 
its full completion and I never 
take any shortcuts.”

Godsey believes Deveau is 
reflective of his aims to lead 
by example. During games, 
Deveau models versatility 
and persistence, according to 
Godsey. 

“He’s a very technically 

skilled player, and I think he 
uses his ability and his high 
level of skill to show develop-
ing players on the team what 
to do. Showing not telling… 
I think there are times when 

Marek steps up throughout 
the game, and whether it’s 
a really good shot or a really 
good play defensively, he mo-
tivates the team on some of 
his plays,” said Godsey.

Boys Water Polo Co-Captain Marek Deveau ’23: Andover’s “Silent Weapon”
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First joining the Andover 
community in 2004 as a new 
Lower, and again in 2014 as a 
teaching fellow, Boys Water 
Polo Head Coach Howie Kalter 
’07 returned to Andover this 
year as a teacher and a coach 
for Boys Water Polo. Kalter, a 
swimmer, decided to join the 
water polo team in search of a 
Fall sport during his first year at 
Andover. 

Kalter played water polo for 
the duration of his time at An-
dover and played at Bucknell 
University afterwards. Follow-
ing college, Kalter played for 
the USA National Team, win-
ning a  gold medal in the 2013 
Maccabiah Games. 

In his return to Andover, 
Kalter hopes for a strong sea-
son for the water polo team. He 
aims to help the team under-
stand the complexity and strat-
egies involved in the sport. 

“My goal every season I 

coach is [helping] us play the 
best water polo we can [by] the 
end of the season. I think the 
entire year is a build towards 
the finale, whatever the end of 
our season might be. That is 
the long term goal. My person-
al goal, on a smaller level, is just 
to teach water polo to athletes. 
I have so much fun, and there 
is so much to learn in the sport. 
It’s a lot more dynamic than a 
lot of people understand, the in-
tricacies of it and how compli-
cated it is is really interesting to 
me. I love teaching it, so I guess 
one of my other goals is to just 
teach as much as possible. You 
really have to be a student of 
the game to be successful,” said 
Kalter.

According to Ryan Chandor 
’23, Kalter has formed a strong 
bond with him and his team-
mates; Chandor emphasized 
Kalter’s uniqueness in coaching 
in the pool with the team as op-
posed to from the sidelines.

“I’ll just start with stressing 
the amount of knowledge Coach 
Kalter has about water polo. He 

really brings that energy to the 
games and to practices and ev-
erything. One big aspect that 
I’ve never really seen before in 
any sport, he actually gets in the 
pool with us and shows us cer-
tain techniques. He practices 
with us, which really feels like 
the coach is super comfortable 
with us, which is good… It helps 
a lot with him actually being in 
the pool, and helping us out and 
all that stuff with whatever it 
might be,” said Chandor.

Kalter stressed the impor-
tance of staying focused on the 
team and disciplined during 
competitive play this season. 

“I really focus a lot on no mat-
ter what’s happening, no matter 
what the other team is doing, 
or no matter what is going on, 
we are focused on our water 
polo. Working on staying true to 
our people no matter what the 
other team is doing… basically 
just focusing on the team and 
our team goals, team strategies, 
team dynamic instead of look-
ing outward,” said Kalter.

Zach Godsey ’25 noted 

Kalter’s consistent high expec-
tations that set a standard for 
hard work within the team. 
With great technical abili-
ty, Kalter is able to teach the 
changes he wants to see in the 
team, according to Godsey.

“Coach Kalter is very techni-
cally skilled and he knows what 
he wants to see. I think he can 
help us in that he has lots of ex-
perience with the game, and it 
transfers to his coaching style 
and the way that he watches us. 
He’s also very particular about 
how he wants things done and it 
creates a good work ethic with-
in the team,” said Godsey.

Looking forward to the rest 
of the season, Kalter hopes that 
the team’s hard work up to this 
point will translate into their 
last few games. With only two 
home games left, the team must 
secure wins to qualify for the 
post-season tournament.

“The rest of the season is re-
ally exciting for us because we 
had a little bit of a slow start and 
now we’ve really started play-
ing well as a team. We are two 

games back from having a 500 
record which is necessary for us 
to get entered into the post-sea-
son tournament. We only have 
two home games left in our 
season. I’m really excited to see 
how well we play, and hopefully 
win those games so that we can 
get up close,” said Kalter. 

Howie Kalter ’07 Leads With Personal Experience in First Year as Head Coach

ANGIE LUCIA
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Andover Girls Cross Coun-
try traveled up north to com-
pete against Phillips Exeter 
Academy (Exeter), Deerfield, 
Montrose, and Northfield 
Mount Hermon (NMH) at the 
Exeter Invitational on Satur-
day. Led by Emma Hagstrom 
’25 placing fourth individu-
ally and Tasha Bohorad ’26, 
Chloe Song ’26, Co-Captain 
Ashley Song ’23, and Zoe von 
Eckartsberg ’26 each finish-
ing in the top 15, Andover 
placed second in the quad 

meet. The team’s record now 
stands at 2-2.

Emily Wu ’25 described the 
team’s feelings and expecta-
tions heading into the race. 
With many runners returning 
from injury and competing 
amongst a dense field of run-
ners, the team went in with 
mixed emotions.

“We were more anxious 
about this because it’s a quad 
meet, and I wasn’t feeling that 
ready. I was hearing about a 
lot of changes that were [hap-
pening], because a lot of us 
were recovering from inju-
ries. And a lot of us are trying 
to get PBs [personal bests] so 

it was a bit nerve racking, es-
pecially when it’s that many 
schools [competing]. It was 
fun, nervous and exciting,” 
said Wu.

Alison Schneider ’26 
shared similar sentiments to 
Wu, noting the high energy 
going into the race. Schneider 
emphasized the benefits of a 
quad meet’s larger field.

“I was definitely nervous. 
It was a quad meet, so four 
teams including us were 
there so [there were] a lot of 
people, but it was going to be 
fun because the more people 
there are, my mindset is ‘the 
more people to pass’, so it’s 

definitely encouraging,” said 
Schneider. 

According to Wu, Ando-
ver feeds off its high energy 
during meets. Wu expressed 
her enjoyment of the team’s 
encouraging atmosphere. 

Wu said, “Andover, our 
school is always [the] most 
enthusiastic. At all the team 
meets, we have Big Blue spir-
it and we’re always the ones 
that cheer the loudest. Hon-
estly, I love the culture in 
cross country because we’re 
all so supportive of each other 
and it feels like you’re never 
alone when you’re running.”

Tasha Bohorad ’26 com-

mented on the strong sense of 
community within the team. 

Bohorad said, “I think in 
the beginning [of the season], 
people were really close [and] 
a lot of my best friends are on 
the team… it’s really great to 
see how everyone supports 
each other even when people 
get injured. It’s just a really 
inclusive community and you 
can be in any stage of your 
journey, or any journey, and 
still feel included and every-
one is trying their hardest.”

Andover Girls Cross Coun-
try will face Exeter away on 
Saturday.

Girls Cross Country Places Second at Phillips Exeter Invitational

EVA MURPHY
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Andover Girls Volleyball 
defeated Northfield Mount 
Hermon (NMH) and Austin 
Preparatory School, 5-3 and 
3-0 respectively. The team’s 
record now stands at 12-3.

According to Saraya Angba-
zo ’25, the team went into the 
Austin Prep game with high 
intensity and determination. 
Having played the team in the 
past, winning with a score of 
3-1, Angbazo expressed the 
team’s hope for another vic-
tory.

“I think with this game 
against Austin Prep, we came 

in ready to crush them from 
the start. We didn’t have a 
slow start or lack of energy 
in the beginning, but I think 
a factor of that was also be-
cause we’ve played Austin 
Prep before. We knew we 
wanted to get a double victo-
ry out of them,” said Angbazo.

Regarding the team’s game 
at NMH, Angbazo explained 
that despite a win, the team 
did not play their best.

“While we were glad that 
we returned to Andover with 
a victory, we were upset with 
the overall game. This match 
could have been quick and 
ended with a 3-0 win, but 
instead we had to fight to 
five sets because we weren’t 
playing our hardest until it 
seemed like the very last mo-
ment,” said Angbazo.

According to Jaedyn Ford 
’24, the team had a slow start 
in the first set and was down 
in the second during the game 
against NMH. Both Ford and 
Angbazo highlighted an im-
pressive effort from Co-Cap-
tain Dagny Bingham ’23 that 
helped the team to come 
back and win the second set 
and carried that momentum 

through the rest of the game.
Ford said, “We were down 

by two points, and then Dagny 
passed every single ball that 
was hit to her. Every time that 
we thought the point would 
be over she was there and she 
passed it. [With] that energy 
right there, our shock at her 
doing that, [and] the point be-
ing continuous … we ended up 
winning the point, and then 
we kept taking that [energy] 
on in the second set, and we 
beat them 25-17.”

Angbazo added, “After we 
realized that we were being 
sloppy and the energy was 
low, Dagny, one of our cap-
tains, had three incredible 
digs in a row, all in one ral-
ly, and that was definitely a 
‘wow’ moment in the game 
and it got us pumped.”

Lena Ciganer-Albeniz ’25 
noted that the team defense 
was effective against NMH. 
She continued, outlining im-
provements the team can 

make in the future.
“I think our team is really 

really good, so much skill, the 
defense is phenomenal. We 
have huge blocks, and we have 
an incredible libero, hitters 
that can pick up in the back 
row, and our hitting is actual-
ly very good as well…We just 
need to learn to be more ag-
gressive when the pressure is 
high,” said Ciganer-Albeniz.

Ford acknowledged the 
team’s lack of aggression and 
tendency to shy away from 
the ball after a bad play.

“We don’t always have the 
mindset to stay really ag-
gressive on the ball. If we get 
scared and somebody misses a 
hit, the next person won’t hit, 
and instead, we’ll give them a 
free ball. So it’ll make it easier 
for the other team. Something 
that we are working on right 
now is staying aggressive, al-
ways hitting the ball, always 
doing something smart with 
it, not giving the other team 

an easy ball,” said Ford.
Looking ahead to the next 

game, the team will focus on 
improving their quick hits, 
according to Angbazo. She 
noted that this improvement 
will be necessary against 
Phillips Exeter Academy and 
in the playoffs.

“Leading up to this game, 
we worked on having quicker 
sets and quicker hits which, 
generally in volleyball, ups 
the level and ups the skill of 
that team. Though today we 
tried to incorporate some of 
those hits into our game and 
I think we’ll continue to work 
on those for the upcoming 
games, [Andover/Exeter], and 
hopefully playoffs,” said Ang-
bazo.

Andover Girls Volleyball 
will face Deerfield at home 
this Saturday.

EVIE WOOD
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Co-Captain Michelle Brunetti ’23 moves forward for a pass.

Andover

SATURDAY

NMH

5

3

Andover

MONDAY

Austin Prep

3

0

Girls Volleyball Takes Win Against NMH, 
Follows with Clean Sweep Against Austin Prep
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Following a block attempt by Co-Captain Danny Bingham ’23 and Mary 
Ford ’24, Wendy Wang ’24 leans for the save.

Andover Football Suffers Fifth Consecutive Loss Against Brunswick

With a 60 yard catch, KJ 
Edwards PG’23 secured An-
dover Football’s longest gain 
against Brunswick this Satur-
day despite falling short 14-
35. With its fifth consecutive 
loss, Andover’s record stands 
at 1-5.

Despite the loss, Nick 
Jones ’24 recounted the first 
Andover touchdown of the 
game by Edwards to tie the 
score at 7, which he believes 
was the highlight of the game.

Jones said, “In the first 
quarter, [Davian McDonald 
’25] threw a touchdown to 
KJ. It was a great pass, and 
a great catch. I think it was 
a sixty-yard touchdown, or 
something crazy like that. It 
was the first touchdown of 
the game, and it tied the game 
up. It really kept the energy 
high.”

According to McDonald, 
there was some success on 

defense and highlighted the 
return of running back Logan 
Cove ’24. 

“I think we did really good 
on defense actually, especial-
ly in the first half. They’re a 
really good team, but we got 
a lot of stops and it put our 
offense in a position to score. 
We also did good running the 
ball. Logan, he came back. 

This [was] his first game back 
and he had some big runs. I 
mean also I think just every 
week I think we do pretty 
good with passing the ball and 
moving it up,” said McDonald.

McDonald acknowledged 
the continuous errors on both 
sides of the field that led An-
dover to fall short. He espe-
cially pointed out mental er-

rors—smaller errors that can 
be fixed through sufficient 
practice and better teamwork.

McDonald said, “I think 
some of the times we were 
just making mental errors. 
Like a drop pass, jumping 
off sides or missing a tackle; 
things we do every week. It’s 
not like physical things, it’s 
more like mental errors that 

we could fix. Fix in practice 
and stuff, but we messed up 
on defense a little bit towards 
the end. We started getting a 
little lazy, they started scor-
ing. We made some mistakes 
on the offense as well, we 
dropped some passes and I 
missed some passes and I 
overthrew some passes, but 
I mean overall we did pretty 
good. We made some mistakes 
and we could’ve done better.”

With the only two wins 
coming against Kent in the 
past two seasons, the program 
has faced a rough patch. Ac-
cording to Henry Sheldon ’24 
the team has developed some 
since last season’s loss against 
Brunswick. 

“I think we’re just going 
to keep building off of this 
and obviously, it was a tough 
loss but I think, well honest-
ly, Brunswick is a great team. 
Brunswick is a team that last 
year we lost to 48-0 [on] Fam-
ily Weekend. This is a huge 
improvement, so I think we’re 
just going to keep building off 
of this with practices of high 
intensity and keep building 
off of this energy,” said Shel-
don.

Andover will be hosting 
Deerfield this Saturday. 

INEM ANAKO 
& KIE HARRIS
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Quarterback Davian McDonald ’25 winds up for a pass to his teammate. 
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Girls Soccer Defeats Northfield Mount Hermon With Last Minute Winner

In the final four minutes of 
Saturday’s game, Emily Mara ’25 
scored the only goal of the day off 
of an assist from Ava Davey ’25, 
propelling Andover Girls Soccer 
to a 1-0 victory over Northfield 
Mount Hermon (NMH). The 
team later fell 3-1 to Thayer Acad-
emy on Wednesday, bringing its 
record to 4-6-4.

Wylie Roossien ’26 empha-
sized the chaotic nature of the be-
ginning of Saturday’s game. The 
team faced an unfamiliar field 
and pace-of-play as they faced off 
against NMH. 

“It was a bit chaotic through-
out the first ten to 15 minutes. The 
pace was fast, and the field was 
small, so that contributed to a lot 
of chaos, not necessarily that we 
induced upon ourselves, but that 
the other team brought forth. I 
think being able to combat that 

was one of our great victories that 
we were proud of after the game,” 
said Roossien.

Emily Decker ’26 acknowl-
edged the team’s ability to adapt 
to changes and reflect on its mis-
takes mid-game. Although the 
team failed to convert its numer-
ous offensive opportunities ear-
ly on against NMH, it remained 
persistent, and ultimately found 
a goal.

“Even when we made mis-
takes, we were persevering to get 
better. We didn’t give up, even 
when we made a couple mistakes. 
We hit the crossbar a couple of 
times, we were so close, but we 
just kept working, and then we 
scored,” said Decker.

According to Roossien, the 
high pressure Andover faced 
against NMH encouraged the 
team to support one another 
throughout the game. Roossien 
noticed an increase in enthusiasm 
and ambition in the second half of 
Saturday’s game. 

“I feel the team did a really 
great job especially compared 
to our past performances. Being 
able to fight despite challenges we 
faced and the adversity through-
out the game because there were 
points where it was pretty chaotic. 

And to be able to overcome that, 
and to switch into a mentality that 
was focused on playing for each 
other, and with each other, in or-
der to achieve our common goals 
that were established before the 
game. [This] was demonstrated 
through halftime, and even in the 
second half we were really able to 
turn it up. I think our efforts were 
reflective of the goals we set,” said 
Roossien.

Scoring only two goals in two 
games, the team hopes to improve 
upon its play in the offensive third 
of the field, according to Hayden 
Fischer ’25. Fischer also believes it 
is important to maintain constant 
communication and attention to 
detail in the midfield in order to 
create more goal-scoring oppor-
tunities. 

“Our team’s goal for the future 
is to take advantage of the oppor-
tunities that we have when in the 
final third [by] finishing all the 
balls we receive. In practice, we’re 
focused on our first and second 
touch because, especially in the 
midfield, that’s super important. 
We’re also working on finishing 
in the final third [because] that 
seems to be a struggle for us this 
season. We adapt to changes mid-
game [through] communication. 

I think that’s very important to 
make sure that everyone is con-
stantly talking in a positive way. 
Our captain [Kelly] Bu [’23], who 
plays center back, is really good at 
that,” said Fischer.

Andover Girls Soccer will host 
Deerfield Academy on Saturday 
and face Noble and Greenough 
away on Wednesday. 
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Co-Captain Kelly Bu ’23 is one of ten Blue Key Heads on campus.
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Scoring three goals in just 
the first quarter, Andover 
Field Hockey proceeded to 
a dominant 6-1 victory over 
Northfield Mount Hermon 
(NMH) on Saturday. The 
team continued its win streak 
with a 3-1 victory over Buck-
ingham Browne and Nichols 
on Wednesday, putting its re-
cord at 11-1.

With an early lead against 
NMH, the team wanted to 
preserve its momentum in 
the latter half of the game, 
according to Ava Murphy 
’24. The team’s eagerness to 

extend its lead prevented it 
from maintaining quality pos-
session. However, Murphy 
noticed an eventual regain in 

focus. 
“Honestly, I think we 

played really well. Sometimes 
we lost our heads a little just 
because we were so excited. 
We were up by four or six 
goals and we really wanted 
to just continue to score, but 
we had to realize that we also 
needed to calm down and just 
work on possession. Because 
we didn’t need any more 
goals, we just needed to run 
them to timeout. And so, we 
did struggle with that a little 
at first, but then once we re-
alized that’s what our mission 
was, we did it,” said Murphy.

Neilly Ware ’25 shared a 
similar sentiment to Murphy. 
In addition to the excitement 
of having a substantial lead, 
the team faced stress from 
unexpected injuries, increas-
ing the need for composure 
throughout the game. 

“It was a bit of a stress-
ful environment, a bunch of 
people were getting injured, 
and it was a very competi-
tive game, so it was a little 
stressful. We needed to keep 
our composure and just play 
poised and play our own 
game,” said Ware.

Leading up to NMH, the 
team focused on utilizing all 
of its players and all the space 
on the field. With five differ-
ent team members scoring six 
goals total, Murphy believed 
Saturday’s game was reflec-
tive of the team’s efforts.

Murphy said, “One of our 
strengths was definitely con-
necting. We worked a lot in 
practice over the weekend 
connecting our passes and 
really using everybody on the 
field, and that helped us get 
the ball off the field and into 
the net, and stretching the 

field.”
In contrast to Saturday’s 

game, the team fell behind 
early against BB&N. Although 
the team was initially unmo-
tivated, Quiana Bell ’26 em-
phasized the team’s steady 
increase in energy as the 
game progressed, continually 
bringing more effort and de-
termination. 

“Starting off it was pretty 
slow, I think it was because 
they got the first goal, but af-
ter that happened we just all 
realized, ‘We got this,’ and 
that we had to start moving. 
So, I think after we realized 
that we were down, our en-
ergy came back super high, 
and everybody was back into 
the game and really positive,” 
said Bell.

According to Bell, the turn-
ing point in Wednesday’s 
game was when they played 
through having two less play-
ers on the field. After two 
team members received green 
cards—two-minute suspen-
sions—the team changed its 
outlook on the game, drasti-
cally increasing its sense of 
urgency and teamwork. 

Bell said, “I think one of 
the biggest moments was 
when we were down two 
players. We had two players 
out on green cards, and so I 
think that’s when our team 
really rallied together. We all 
became super aggressive to 
the ball. It was really work-
ing together, communicating, 
cutting, and we managed to 
keep the ball in our offensive 
end for those entire two min-
utes, which was really good.”

Andover Field Hockey 
will host Deerfield on Friday 
and play away at Nobles on 
Wednesday. 

MADDIE REDMOND
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Claire Colvin ’23 dekes a defender to find the net.
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Girls Field Hockey Extends Win Streak to Seven Games
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Anne Averill ’23 rushes down the field.

scenes from boys soccer vs. cushing
PHOTOS COURTESY OF PHILLIPS ACADEMY
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“A Knack for Being in The Right Place at the Right Time”: 
Photojournalist Harry Benson Hosts Q&A on New Addison Exhibit “Four Stories”

Last weekend, Andover 
students and local residents 
alike flooded into Kemper 
Auditorium to attend pho-
tojournalist Harry Benson’s 
Q&A session. After speaking 
about the choices behind his 
work at the American Gallery 
of American Art’s newest ex-
hibition: “Harry Benson: Four 
Stories,” Benson was greet-
ed by a long line of audience 

members who waited to con-
nect with him individually.

“The talk in Kemper was 
phenomenal, it was complete-
ly full…. There were a lot of 
people that were really excit-
ed to meet with him…. Peo-
ple were buying catalogs, and 
having him sign them. People 
printed out some of his pho-
tographs, and then would 
have him sign them. He re-
ally enjoyed meeting people, 
and talking to them…. It was 
a great night,” said Jamie Gib-
bons, Director of Education at 

the Addison.
The exhibition focused on 

four stories from Benson’s 
early work in the 1960s: the 
construction of the Berlin 
Wall, the Beatles’ inaugural 
tour of the U.S., the presi-
dential campaign and assas-
sination of Robert F. Kennedy 
(RFK), and the James Mer-
edith March Against Fear. 
Gibbons described her admi-
ration for Benson’s nuanced 
framing of historical mo-
ments.

“[Benson] has this, not 
only a knack for being in the 
right place at the right time, 
but also, an intrepid spirit 
that prompts him to jump on 
a plane when he hears that 
something is going to be hap-
pening in Berlin… I think that 
there are a lot of lessons in 
this exhibition about figur-
ing out what the decisive mo-
ments are, like what are the 
moments that need to be doc-
umented for history, and how 
can you use images to tell the 
story,” said Gibbons.

According to Tessa Hite, 
curator of the “Four Stories,” 
she hoped that the exhibition 
would not only shed light on 
Benson’s career but also al-
low students to think about 
how Benson’s photographs 
resonate today. Hite also de-
scribed her favorite pieces of 
the exhibit, naming Benson’s 
work with the Beatles and 
RFK as highlights.

“One particular favorite 

[piece] is a photograph of 
the Beatles composing a song 
in 1964. It depicts one of the 
most iconic bands in a way 
that feels personal and inti-
mate, which I think is char-
acteristic of Benson’s pho-
tographs. The photographs 
of RFK are also particularly 
harrowing, because the joy 
and hope of his presidential 
campaign are evident, and 
then Benson so vividly cap-
tured the tragedy and chaos 
of RFK’s assassination,” wrote 
Hite in an email to The Phil-
lipian.

Many students who visited 
the reception also expressed 

their admiration for Benson’s 
work. Attendee Kashvi Rama-
ni ’24 explained that she en-
joyed seeing how each photo-
graph came together to tell a 
historical story. 

“I thought that really stood 
out to me because there was 
a lot happening in that small 
frame where it wasn’t moving, 
but it felt like it was moving. 
It felt like it came to life, and 
I was seeing it unfold in front 
of my eyes. And just reading 
the biography and then seeing 
the piece itself, it really stood 
out to me when I pieced them 
together,” said Ramani.

LANGAN GARRETT

Staff and students alike 
gathered in the Timken Room 
of Graves Hall to hear seven 
of Andover’s music faculty 
members perform a lively se-
lection of jazz pieces. These 
included bebop songs, classic 
jazz ballads, modal jazz tunes, 
and more. Piano player and 
Adjunct Music Instructor Bob 
Baughman discussed the diver-
sity of songs performed. 

“The bebop ones would be 
‘I Mean You,’ and ‘Martha’s 
Prize.’ ‘Black Narcissus’ is a 
modal-type tune… ‘Peace’ is a 
beautiful, classic jazz ballad. 
My tune [‘Forever’] is kind of 
different because it is a Beetho-
ven melody I harmonized with 
jazz harmonies and rhythm…. 
The cha-cha/salsa piece was 
the one by Eddie Palmieri, and 
that’s really fun to play, espe-
cially on the piano. The piano 
can be more like a percussion 
instrument in a way. That’s 
what I like, the variety of the 
program,” said Baughman.

Last Sunday, Paul Meland, 
Vincent Monaco, Peter Cirelli, 
Dave Zox, Bretram Lehmann, 
Peter Cicco, and Baughman 
performed in the annual Facul-
ty Jazz Concert. Each song was 
chosen by one of these music 
instructors and played on in-
struments ranging from trom-
bone to bass. This performance 
also functioned as an opportu-
nity to welcome Meland, a new 
saxophone instructor at Ando-
ver, to the stage. Cirelli, who 

played the slide trombone and 
valve trombone, reflected on 
how the concert went.

“I think it was very success-
ful. We as musicians always 
know moments, when we were 
a little off from each other or 
each player, might have been 
a little off within themselves, 
not feeling strong, but general-
ly, I think it went pretty well…. 
One special part was that we 
have a new saxophone instruc-

tor this year, Paul Meland. This 
was the first time playing with 
us, so it was really fun to hear 
him,” said Cirelli.

In terms of the preparation 
process, the musicians initial-
ly communicated via email 
about song choice and rehears-
al times. They practiced their 
parts individually, then met 
as a group for one in-person 
rehearsal before the concert. 
Especially in the pandemic’s 

aftermath, Cicco talked about 
the opportunity the Faculty 
Jazz Concert offered the musi-
cal faculty to formally perform 
in-person together.

“We’re always running into 
each other and saying ‘hi’ in 
this building [Graves], but we 
actually get in the same room 
for a couple of hours and play… 
We don’t get to do that very of-
ten, really. After the pandem-
ic, there haven’t been so many 

times,” said Cicco.
A musically technical chal-

lenge the performers faced 
was Baughman’s song, “Black 
Narcissus.” This piece em-
ployed a complex metric mod-
ulation that Meland came up 
with, at a point switching the 
rhythm from “a three-feel to 
a four-feel” according to Cic-
co. Audience member Bianca 
Mohamed ’26 commented on 
how she enjoyed this unique 
rhythm, as well as the concert 
as a whole.

“I liked ‘Black Narcissus’ 
a lot. It was cool. I enjoyed 
the vibe and the beat under-
neath… I’ve been to mainly 
concerts that were performed 
at my middle school, and [these 
were] distinct pieces. They all 
had their own thing going on, 
which was nice,” said Mo-
hamed. 

Overall, rather than having 
one favorite moment in the 
concert, Baughman enjoyed 
the general “flow” of excit-
ing music throughout. He 
explained how he found the 
uniquely impromptu nature of 
jazz especially compelling. 

“Jazz has that element of 
improvisation, which is the 
element of surprise that other 
musics don’t have so much oth-
er than the first time you hear 
it. When you hear someone 
improvise, it’s a new creation, 
that solo. When someone solos, 
you don’t know, the nature of 
the solo’s going to be different 
every time,” said Baughman.

Electrifying Metric Modulation and Improvised Bebop Tunes: 
Andover’s Music Faculty Performs Annual Jazz Concert
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Benson is the only photographer to have photographed 13 U.S. Presi-
dents, from Eisenhower to Biden.

The “Four Stories” exhibition focuses on Benson’s work on the Berlin 
Wall, The Beatles, Robert F. Kennedy, and the March Against Fear.

Peter Cicco, Adjunct Instructor of Music, plays guitar in the Phillips Academy Faculty Jazz Ensemble.

GSA Ball 2022: Royalty and Regalia

Andover’s Gender Sexual-
ity Alliance (GSA) celebrated 
the start of GSA Weekend with 
their second annual GSA Ball 
hosted in Paresky Commons. 
For this year’s theme, GSA cel-
ebrated royalty. Brimming with 
glitzy decor, dancing, and fash-
ion, many went all-out for the 
night. 

GSA board member Max 
Berkenblit ’24 described what 
made the event special and 
shared why he is grateful for 
a queer orientated space. Con-
trasting the Ball with other 
dances on campus, Berkenblit 
explained that GSA Ball tried 
to center queer students.

“The overall vibe was defi-

nitely really chill and fun. It 
wasn’t too crowded, so ev-
eryone had their own little 
space and vibe…. This event is 
definitely special because of 
who it’s intended for. A lot of 
dances especially on campus 
emphasize couples dances and 
specifically cishet students’ en-
joyment whereas the GSA Ball 
really tries to go against that 
and make the event for queer 
students,” said Berkenblit.

Fashion was also a center-
piece at GSA Ball, with many 
making custom pieces or plan-
ning their outfits weeks in ad-
vance. Berkenbilt, for instance, 
paired a ruffled shirt, black 
pants, and Doc Martens, with a 
crown he made in the Maker-
space. 

“My outfit was inspired by 
the theme, and honestly by the 
time crunch! I just used cloth-
ing that I already had and made 
a crown in the Makerspace to 
differentiate it,” said Berken-
bilt.

However some attendees 
found the royalty theme to be 
restrictive. Min Beharry ’24 
decided to wear two outfits 
and added a touch of their own 
culture. Beharry’s goal was to 
show different parts of their 
identity in each outfit.

“I had two outfits. At first, 
I came in wearing gold Indi-
an regalia. I’d been frustrated 
with the imperialist nature 
and lack of inclusion within 
the Ball’s theme, and decid-
ed that a demonstration of my 

culture surpasses gender and 
contradicts traditional ideas 
of Western European royalty. 
My second outfit was a short 
black dress, with a corset and 
costume bear hat, featuring an 
aromantic flag worn as a cape. 
I changed because I’d [been] 
overstimulated by the first out-
fit being itchy. At first, I got to 
demonstrate my ethnic iden-
tity, and the second was my 
queer identity,” said Beharry.

First time attendees like 
Quin Langham ’26 expressed 
themselves in more unique 
ways. Sporting a blazer, a pair 
of pants, and a dog mask, Lang-
ham took a different approach 
to their outfit. 

“I had on a blue suit and 
a dog mask. When my dorm 

mate [Solar Lu ’24] was helping 
me with my outfit, I saw their 
dog mask and put it on just for 
jokes, and ended up actually 
wearing it,” said Langham.

Langham also described the 
event as a space where they felt 
free to express themselves, in 
contrast to the environment at 
their previous school. 

“I think the overall vibe 
was pretty hype, when all my 
friends recognized a song we 
had the most fun. I think it was 
just having a large safe space 
for anyone is really what made 
it unique, I’ve never really had 
that experience before at my 
previous school so this was 
new and exciting,” said Lang-
ham.

SARAH HASSANEIN



Following a simple, dark-
er-toned color palette, Matteo 
Horvat ’25 pulls together a 
casual outfit with jeans and a 
comfortable black fleece. Ac-
centing his apparel with min-
imal yet eclectic accessories 
gathered from thrift shops, 
streetwear brands, and even 

friends, Horvat’s outfit is ac-
companied by a sleek digital 
watch.

“I’m borrowing this watch 
right now from a friend, but I 
feel like it goes with any out-
fit, and most of the jewelry I 
own also goes with basically 
any outfit. Usually, the outfit 
comes first and then the ac-
cessories will come second…I 
like to wear a lot of plain 
clothing with certain things 

that will make them pop,” said 
Horvat.

Fashion first captured 
Horvat’s curiosity at a young 
age. Throughout elementary 
school, he tried out various 
bold garments such as cowboy 
boots, and even suits. Accord-
ing to Horvat, such unique 
experimentation helped him 
develop a fluid and flexible 
style.

“I don’t think you can 
change your style in one day. 
It’s kind of like slow changes 
over a period of time. Honest-
ly, what worked well for me 
was just taking small risks. 
Then, they slowly got bigger 
and bigger until I could feel 
more comfortable wearing 
more crazy things that I like 
more,” said Horvat. 

Horvat often centers his 
outfits around various pieces 
of outerwear, such as a ver-
satile and comfortable North 
Face puffer jacket he recently 
bought—these select pieces 
help establish his metropol-
itan aesthetic. In addition to 
thrifting his closet essentials, 
he also enjoys investing in 
durable clothing from back-
country brands like Patagonia 

and streetwear labels 
like Supreme and Pal-
ace. Horvat’s friend, 
Michael Williamson 
’25, discussed the di-
versity of his ward-
robe.

“He does a lot 
of thrifting and 
ends up get-
ting very solid 
deals on lots 
of different 
types of cloth-
ing…Overall I 
would describe 
his style as re-
sourceful, and he 
has a really good 
sense of fashion on 
top of that,” said 
Williamson. 

Horvat also 
draws inspiration 
for his outfits from 
social media plat-
forms like Insta-
gram, with two major 
influencers he looks 
up to being Ethan 
Glenn and A$AP Nast. 
He highlighted the 
importance of fashion 
as helping boost one’s 
confidence.

“I feel like it’s important 
to pay attention to how you 
look, because I feel you per-
form better when you feel 

confident in what you’re 
wearing and your gen-
eral appearance. I also 
think that the world 
of fashion is really in-
teresting, especially 
how companies try 
to send messages 
through clothing,” 
said Horvat.

All in all, Horvat 
emphasized how fash-

ion allows him to create 
meaningful connections 
within Andover’s com-
munity. 

“I just think [fashion] 
is a way to connect with 
other people. One of the 
main things [I do] when 
I meet new people is I al-
ways try to comment on 
something they’re wear-
ing, or ask about it. I’d say 
that’s why I love fashion,” 
said Horvat.
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Surpassing 300 million lis-
teners on Spotify within a day 
of its release on October 21, 
Taylor Swift’s “Midnights” 
certainly made its impact—
but whether or not it can 
maintain a lasting legacy is 
still up for debate. 

Even the Andover verdict 
is uncertain; as students and 
faculty across campus react 
to the album’s release, listen 
to its discography, and share 
opinions, an uneasy debate 
arises. Is it more upbeat and 
optimistic like “Lover,” or 
is it pensive and deep like 
“Folklore” or “Evermore?” Is 
it something completely un-
familiar—and what does that 
potential change say about its 
quality? 

Looking more towards ex-
amining the content of Swift’s 
recent music, many have 
been analyzing her recent 
announcements, fashion, and 
speeches for her signature 
“easter eggs” to see if they 
could predict the underlying 
themes of the album. Initial-
ly, some speculated the album 
would resemble her 2017 al-
bum, “Reputation,” due to 
her bejeweled outfit at the 
2022 VMAs (MTV Video Mu-
sic Awards) that resembled 
the album’s aesthetic. Speak-
ing on the rumored parallels, 
long-time Taylor Swift fan 
Sage Preston ’25 expressed 
her views on how “Mid-
nights” compares to previous 
albums. 

“I really like how cryptic it 
is. It’s like a blend of ‘Reputa-
tion,’ ‘Lover,’ and ‘Evermore.’ 
It feels like a modernized 

version of ‘Reputation,’ but 
you can really hear the ‘Lov-
er’ influence, especially in 
the opening track ‘Lavender 
Haze.’ Her lyrics are very se-
cretive and hard to unpack, 
which I think is fun to listen 
to,” said Preston.

While the album was first 
dropped at midnight, Swift 
surprised her fans with “Mid-
nights (3am Edition),” three 
hours later, which included 
seven bonus tracks. Though 
it was not part of the main 
release, the songs still helped 
contribute to the overall co-
hesion of  the album—Lyd-
ia Mechegia ’24 commented 
that she enjoyed the surprise 
of the “3am Edition” and the 
diversity of the album’s mu-
sic. 

“I was expecting it to be 
all one vibe, but I was pleas-
antly surprised by the range 
of songs. I especially thought 
the ‘3am’ tracks were really 
fun because I don’t think any-
one was expecting that, and it 
added a lot to the entire col-
lection,” said Mechegia. 

Yet in other aspects, the 
album disappointed some 
fans. Many found issues with 
the collaborations, especially 
Lana Del Rey’s supposed fea-
ture on “Snow On The Beach.” 
Though fans eagerly await-
ed Del Rey’s part, she only 
sang one line and background 
vocals. In addition, Meche-
gia shared some complaints 
about the order of songs.

“I think that it was weird 
having the first track be 
‘Lavender Haze.’ I thought 
it would be a weird decision 
to open with that song, and I 
think there could’ve been bet-
ter ways to open the album. 

Also, there are parts in some 
songs that give off teenage 
rebel, and I don’t like that too 
much,” said Mechegia.

The release of “Midnights” 
succeeds Swift’s past two 
complete albums released in 
2020: “Folklore” and “Ever-
more.” These previous two 
albums had a folky and mel-
ancholy feel, standing in 
contrast with the subtle pop 
undertones in “Midnights.” 
Preston discussed her sur-
prise at the change of genre.

 “I was surprised. Especial-
ly after her last two albums, I 
was expecting her to continue 
that folky-type instrumental 
and stray away from pop and 
electronic music, but I like 
how she switched it up. We’ve 
already had two of those types 
of albums and they were both 
really good, but I like how 
she’s blending the genre of 
those albums with aspects of 
her previous albums to give 
us something new,” said Pres-
ton. 

However, feelings on this 
change in style are mixed. Er-
ica Nork ’16, Teaching Fellow 
in History and Social Science, 
disagreed with Preston’s 
statement, as she felt let down 
by the sudden change from 
Swift’s older releases. 

“I think part of me is disap-
pointed that it wasn’t in the 
same vein as what she was go-
ing down, but it’s interesting 
to see her go back to her older 
elements, even if it’s not the 
choice I would’ve made. Some 
of the lyrics are just not it, 
but I think that’s also what’s 
charming about it because it’s 
so Taylor Swift,” said Nork.

Although many felt disap-
pointed in the switch of mu-

sical style, Swift did stick to 
her usual style of lyrics: inti-
mate and relatable. Swift fan 
Alex Giarnese ’25 commented 
that he liked the personal lyr-
ics, especially in the way that 
they gave greater insight into 
her life and personality. 

“I think this album does a 
good job paving her person-
ality as a songwriter and as a 
regular person. In ‘Anti-He-
ro,’ she talks a lot about her 
personal issues and indirect-
ly mentions her eating disor-
der and other struggles. The 
songs are very powerful and 

discuss her tryouts as a per-
son among other more vague 
and bigger issues. I appreciate 
listening to songs that I know 
have meaning behind it, so I 
really enjoyed ‘Midnights,’” 
said Giarnese. 

Despite the powerful lyrics 
and stylish diversity within 
the album, “Midnights” still 
hasn’t satisfied all Swifties 
and music lovers. Maybe it’s 
just meant for sentimental 
late nights for us to relish in 
vague melancholy and the 
nostalgia of Taylor Swift. 

Taylor Swift’s “Midnights”: 
A Flop, or the Introduction of a Brand-New Era?

MELINDA WU AND 
SOPHIE TUNG

A.VU/ THE PHILLIPIAN

Exploring the Metropolitan and Minimalist Wardrobe of Matteo Horvat ’25 

SAGE PRESETON AND 
HLUMA MANGCU

C.BARBIE/ THE PHILLIPIANC.BARBIE/ THE PHILLIPIAN

The digital watch Matteo Horvat ’25 borrowed from his friend, like oth-
er pieces of jewelry owned by Horvat himself, is chosen for its versatility. Horvat revealed that he used to 

wear cowboy boots to elementary 
school.

JOIN VIDEO!
EMAIL AMARKFONG23,

KWANG24.
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BOO! Are You Scared Yet?: 
The Best Halloween Themed Movies and Songs

REPORTING BY JORGE BRIONES SAUSA

Halloween is right around the corner, and many dorms have already 
decorated their walls with spooky spider webs and bloody hand 
prints. With the Halloween dance coming soon, there is nothing bet-
ter than watching and listening to Halloween themed movies and 
songs to get in the mood for dressing up in a scary costume. This 

week, students at Andover recommended their favorite 
Halloween-themed movies and songs. 

MAYUMI KAWANO ’25
“The song that really comes to mind is ‘Calling All the Monsters’ 
by China Anne McClain. I think it’s just a really perfect Hallow-

een song and it captures the vibe of what Halloween is about, 
but it’s also [about] still staying true to yourself in a way. Overall, 
‘Calling All the Monsters’ is a festive Halloween party song. It’s 
meant to be lighthearted, it’s not meant to be taken seriously.”

JULIANA REYES ’24
“My favorite Halloween themed song is ‘This is Halloween’ [by 

Marilyn Manson] from ‘The Nightmare Before Christmas.’ I 
really like this song because I grew up watching the movie and 

every time this played on my phone or my mom put it on the TV, 
it reminded me that it was Halloween and spooky season. I really 

like Halloween. It’s all about scaring people, but at the same 
time it’s about going for candy and hanging out with friends. It’s 

always just a good time to see it and I have a lot of good memories 
of Halloween, so this song just speaks to me.”

JAYLEN DALEY ’25
“I think this Halloween I’ll be listening to ‘Fragile’ by Ecco2k. I like 

listening to the song and pretending like campus is abandoned, 
like I have no responsibility and I’m just experiencing things. The 

airiness and slight melancholy of the song fits the foggy and murky 
weather we’ve been having recently. On a low volume, it’s also a 

fantastic study song.”

AMBER CHOU ’24
“I would have to say [my favorite Halloween-themed movie] is 
‘The Nightmare Before Christmas’… I think the movie’s really 

pretty, it’s all done in stop motion animation, which just makes the 
characters seem a little bit more alive, especially since it’s Hallow-
een themed and all those scary faces and characters are all better 

in stop motion, more Halloween-y.”

DREW NELSON ’24
“My favorite Halloween movie is the ‘Charlie Brown Halloween’ movie. I used to 
watch it every Halloween when I was a kid. So it’s a very nostalgic movie for me. 
And I always watch it with my family, which is a fun, little bonding experience. 
And, yeah, it’s still fun to watch now that I’m older, and it’s family tradition. So 

now I’m going to start watching it with my friends and bring them into the family 
tradition.”

S.LU/ THE PHILLIPIAN
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