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Black Empowerment in 
Media
The Arts Section takes a deep dive into 
the history of Black comic books, fea-
turing an interview with artist Kumasi 
Barnett.

An Impact on Athletics
In his three years at Andover, William 
Clarence Matthews left a legacy of 
breaking the glass ceiling.

Redefining Blackness
Leilani Glace ’25 discusses why 
Andover’s approach to anti-racism 
centers white oppression over the 
Black community.

WE  LOVE ANDOVER!!!
Our 100% legit mid year reflections

Sports, B1

John Mulaney Day tomorrow :)

The 1940’s was not only 
the age of shirtwaist dress-
es, atomic bombs, and World 
War II, but it was also the 
time of First Lady Eleanor 
Roosevelt. Although widely 
known for her husband, for-
mer U.S. President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt, Theo Baker ’22 
explored the independent 
legacy of Eleanor Roosevelt 
during his Abbot Indepen-
dent Scholar Presentation 
this past Friday. 

Taking the opportunity of 
President’s Day to explore a 
more hidden narrative, Baker 
discussed Eleanor Roosevelt’s 
story. He reinforced the im-
portance of acknowledging 
the stories of political fig-
ures with different identities, 
especially due to the demo-
graphics of the United State’s 
political history.

“On Presidents Day, we 
celebrate 45 white men and 1 
Black man. There is very lit-
tle diversity in the image of 
power that we have. Eleanor 
Roosevelt is a person who 

really broke the mold, and 
sort of broke into politics in 
a way that she really was not 
supposed to. On a day where 
we celebrate so many straight 
white men, it’s important to 
talk about how even in the 
past that narrative has been 
different,” said Baker in an 
interview with The Phillipian.

During the presentation, 
Baker detailed the life of 
Roosevelt and her childhood 
traumas. Both of her par-
ents passed away in her early 
childhood, leaving Roosevelt 
to raise her younger brothers. 
While married to Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt, she discov-
ered her husband was having 
an affair with the secretary 
she hired, Lucy Mercer. How-
ever, according to Baker, Roo-
sevelt was also theorized to 
have another lover—journal-
ist Lorena Hickok—who she 
exchanged frequent affec-
tionate letters with. 

“[Eleanor Roosevelt’s] life 
is a lot more interesting than 
the picture we have. She was 
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Depicts Eleanor Roosevelt 
As an Activist Ahead of Her Time

Disney Academy Selects 
McKenzie Williams ’24  
As 1 of 100 ‘Dreamers’

Continued on A5, Column 3

After seeing an ad on “Good 
Morning America,” shown 
to her by her mother, McK-
enzie Williams ’24 found the 
Disney Dreamers Academy 
(DDA). Williams is enrolled 
to attend the DDA program 
this summer. There, she plans 
on building opportunities for 
a career in artificial intelli-
gence (A.I.). 

Though sharing the name-
sake of Disney World, the 
academy is not the Disney ex-
perience of traveling through 
the various parks and search-
ing for Cinderella. Disney 
Dreamers is a selective pro-
gram based in Orlando, Flor-
ida for high-schoolers aged 
13-19. The program works 

to provide students with re-
sources through career-fo-
cused workshops, speakers, 
and connecting with alum-
ni. Since its establishment in 
2008, over 100 students have 
graduated from the program. 

Williams aspires to pursue 
racial equity in the field of 
A.I. She shared that the lack 
of focus on the disparities in 
facial recognition systems 
can lead to issues embedded 
in the future of the criminal 
justice system.

“Artificial intelligence is 
built off of data. And the prob-
lem with data, as it stands 
now, is that it’s incredibly bi-
ased. An example I can think 
of is facial recognition. You 
know, the models that 
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Masks to Remain on 
Through End of Winter Term

Massachusetts would be 
lifting the mask mandate in 
K-12 public schools, effective 
from February 28 according to 
Jeffery Riley, Department of 
Elementary and Secondary Ed-
ucation Commissioner. While 
students at Andover followed 
up with similar hope for ease in 
campus restrictions, the Ando-
ver administration has decided 
to keep masking mandatory in 
all public spaces until the end 
of winter term. 

With numerous factors in-
fluencing the decision, Jenni-
fer Elliott ’94, Dean of Students 
and Residential Life, explained 
the school’s thought process 
behind, noting the differences 
between a public school and 
boarding school environment. 

“All of our policies have 

been informed by local guide-
lines, rules, and data, but we’ve 
never felt bound to local data in 
our [own] guidelines. But we’ve 
always been paying attention 
to and looking [at them even 
though] we’re on a different 
timeline and schedules than 
public schools. We’ve been 
able to prioritize in person 
programs, academically and 
beyond––that’s what has been 
our goal all along [and] we’ve 
been able to keep our commu-
nity safe. And so [we feel it’s 
best to] stay the course until 
we get to a spring break,” said 
Elliott. 

Elliot added, “So there ac-
tually [has] not been evidence 
in public schools and in our 
academic settings. We’ve ac-
tually been less worried about 
the classroom spaces and more 
concerned about our residen-
tial spaces, which are obvious-
ly distinct from any public day 
schools. In addition, we don’t 

really have a “bubble” [since] 
we have students, faculty, and 
staff members who are coming 
in and out of [the] community 
all the time”.

Audrey Sun ’23 agreed upon 
the school’s cautious approach 
in masking, emphasizing the 
trivial effect it would make for 
her at this point in the term. 

“There’s only two weeks 
until the end of the term, and 
honestly, it’s not [going to] 
make that much of a difference. 
I know that Covid cases are 
going down in Boston, [but] at 
school, I still think it’s safer to 
keep us on masks. I would say 
[even] my friends agree to the 
point where we haven’t really 
talked about it. We didn’t feel 
the need to talk about it, the 
fact that the school has decided 
has not changed anything,” said 

VERA ZHANG

‘We Are All the Same’: 
Feminista Jones Preaches Community In Racial Justice

Named one of the Top 100 
Black Social Influencers by The 
Root in 2014, Feminsta Jones 
spoke to Andover students on 
the importance of teaching and 
learning Black history. Jones is 
an activist and author who has 
published multiple books on 
feminism and the Black iden-
tity. Jones served as the Black 
Arts Month keynote speaker 
with her talk entitled “Look-
ing Towards a Black Future In-

formed By Our Rich History.”
Jones spoke about her time 

at the University of Pennsylva-
nia as a double-major in Afri-
can American Studies and So-
ciology. In college, Jones was 
able to learn about aspects of 
her own history that she never 
knew existed. Learning about 
African American Studies from 
a Black teacher was a pivotal 
moment in her life. 

“There’s a privilege to be-
ing able to go to school and see 
someone standing at the front 
that looks like you. It’s not until 
you get the teacher who looks 

like you, who’s teaching a class 
on African American studies. 
That changed my life. I said, 
‘What is this? I did not know 
any of this!’ It was the first 
time that I felt like I was learn-
ing something about where I 
came from that was not revolv-
ing around being subservient 
to someone else or less than 
someone else,” said Jones.

In her African American 
Studies class, Jones realized 
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Continued on A5, Column 1

“If more kids have gotten boosted sooner ... we might have entertained lifting our masks earlier,” said Jennifer 
Elliott ’94, Assistant Head of School for Residential Life and Dean of Students.

Continued on A7, Column 1
Continued on A5, Column 1
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its, and they weren’t presented 
with the same generosity by the 
people whom they helped. In 
fact, in certain cases, they were 
never repaid—in Harry Potter’s 
case, his mother didn’t even live 
to feel her son’s love for her, but 
she still saved him without a sec-
ond thought. These people were 
not carrying out these actions be-
cause of outside factors, but due 
to the sheer strength of their feel-
ings. They were compelled by the 
love they felt—not the love they 

accepted, or the love they shared. 
Maybe it hasn’t struck you yet, but 
that sounds pretty profound to 
me: the fact that you love essen-
tially on your own, and acquire all 
sorts of abilities thanks to it.

Of course, I want to say that 
I know what it’s like to be loved, 
and sometimes, that can feel so 
much better than sitting around 

Finals suck. It’s a sentiment that’s echoed 
by the overwhelming majority of the student, 
faculty, and community. From high-stakes 
exams and projects to the night-before packing 
rush, it’s hard to imagine a more stressful and 
demanding time of each term. It’s no surprise 
that, as the term closes, self-care habits often 
go out the window. As the week goes on, we 
hear more and more of: “yeah, I pulled an all-
nighter last night,” and “oh, I didn’t have time 
to get breakfast this morning,” and “outside of 
my finals, I haven’t left my dorm in three days” 
casually dropped in conversation. And while this 
week may feel indomitable, to the point where 
our health plummets on our list of priorities, we 
must remember to care for ourselves. It is only 
through self-care, finding those small moments 
of rest and joy—not pushing sunrise cramming 
papers—that we will keep on keeping on this 
week. 

So, we at The Phillipian have come up with 
a small, doable, hopefully fun (and no doubt 
completely un-self-aware) daily challenge to try 
out this upcoming week. Each day, we challenge 
you to do three things: something you should do, 
something you want to do, and something that 
will be good for you. In normal weeks, these 
practices are preventative measures to ensure 
our health and happiness. During finals week, 
they are to keep us afloat. Like a disgusting 
medicinal concoction you down when you have 
a cold, this challenge tries to “game” self-care 
during a week where that may be the last thing 
on anyone’s mind.

ONE: Do something you should do. In order 
words, “eat the frog,” and get your most tedious 
tasks out of the way first. Whether that be a 
practice quiz you’ve been putting off, a desk 
declutter that never seems pressing enough 
to do, or simply that mug you haven’t gotten 
around to washing in an embarrassingly long 
time, carve out a few spare moments in your day 
to do those things you’ve been putting off. Note: 
this should be different from something you 
“have” to do, but they can overlap. For instance, 
you might have to write that history paper, but 
you probably should outline before cramming 
the final draft into the early hours of the day. 
The core of this step is to make sure that beyond 
the very essentials, we take a few minutes each 
day to make our lives materially better, even if 
that means doing something we don’t really “feel 
like” doing.

TWO: Do something you want to do. Too often 
during finals, our lives become slogs of “have to”s 
and not enough “want to”s. It often feels as if once 
we’ve conquered one major, another emerges on 
the horizon. This step tries to assuage that, at 
times, overwhelming dread. Having something, 
however small, to look forward to each day can 
vastly improve finals week. Make an annoyingly 
good cup of tea, grab some ice-cream downtown 
during lunch, hog a Graves room and scream 
karaoke with friends. Grab candy from the ASC, 
watch a trashy teen drama with a friend, take 
time choosing on an outfit that makes you feel 
good, anything—just make sure it’s something 
you actually look forward to. Like a smattering 
of sunlight during a storm, it may not stay for 
long, and it’ll rain hard for the next few days, but 
you’ll feel all the better for having experienced 
it.

THREE: Do something that will be good for 
you. Often the hardest one, this step requires 
the most reflection, thought, and willpower, 
but, the results are often the most necessary. 
This means not only knowing you won’t have 
enough time to write that essay, but asking for an 
extension ahead of time, instead of miraculously 
hoping you’ll get it done somehow, and end 
up submitting a subpar product one minute 
before the deadline. It means putting your 
phone away before you get in bed so that you 
get a solid night’s sleep, rather than an hour of 
instant gratification and a boulder of a headache 
the next day. It means dragging yourself out of 
bed for breakfast before that test, and it means 
leaving a rowdy common room to get some 
rest before you exhaust yourself. Sometimes, it 
means taking the three percent late penalty but 
submitting a better result. This step might not 
always look how we want it to, and it might take 
a whole lot of energy you might not have, but it’s 
almost a guarantee: you will feel better after.

It’s going to be a hard week, so before we 
embark on those last five days before Spring 
break, we’ll leave you with this: you will get 
through this, you will find those small moments 
of joy that make your day, and when the clock 
rolls around to 3 p.m. on Friday, you can heave a 
long sigh of relief. For now—love yourself, love 
those around you, and take a deep breath. You’ve 
got this.

This editorial represents the views of The 
Phillipian, Vol. CXLV.

A Spoonful of Sugar Helps the Finals Stress Go Down

Editorial

ARIM LEE
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spelled. The Phillipian regrets the errors.

I LIKE TO THINK THAT 
most of my relationships 
are based on the unspoken 

agreement that whatever I’d do 
for the person, they’d do for me. 
Although I don’t meticulously 
calculate what every act is going 
to get me in return, I expect to see 
compensation and, in some cases, 
retaliation to some extent. This 
assumption is usually correct, 
and even when it’s not, I shrug it 
off, because life can’t always con-
sist of perfect balances. However, 
when it comes to love, especially 
the romantic kind, society takes 
on a much harsher tone. Love 
is perceived as having an inher-
ently reciprocal nature, and thus, 
is shamed and considered “less 
than” when it’s something that’s 
done on a more individual level. 
I’d like to argue that the love you 
do on your own, without hoping 
for anything in return, can be the 
most powerful kind of love that’s 
out there—and that the power of 
love, really, stems more from what 
you put into it than what you get.

Popular movies, old literature, 
songs, and family stories have all 
created this irrefutable claim that 
love is a game of two. Sure, there 
are some examples here and there 
that settle with admiring unre-
quited love, such as Mark in “Love 
Actually”, who seriously likes his 
best friend’s new bride, but for 

the most part, love is only seen as 
great when it’s fulfilled. We root 
for characters like Elizabeth and 
Darcy in “Pride and Prejudice” or 
Bella and Edward in “Twilight” to 
get together despite all odds, and 
sigh with relief when they do, as 
if something that was tragically 
incomplete has just been righted. 
Sure, having a crush is fun, but 
how would that measure up to 
an actual relationship, with dates, 
anniversaries, and PDA? This so-
cietal norm heavily implies that 

love, when done on one’s own, is 
not “the real deal.”

I want to begin refuting this 
idea by acknowledging that love 
gives people the ability to accom-
plish crazy things. There are so 
many examples of this scattered 
throughout history, such as King 
Edward VIII giving up the throne 
of England and Mughal Emperor 

Shah Jahan building the world-
famous Taj Mahal in the name of 
love. In the fictional realm, too, 
characters constantly throw away 
their lives for the sake of their 
hearts, like Romeo and Juliet in 
their fatal misunderstanding, or 
Harry Potter’s mother, Lily, when 
faced with the Killing Curse. It’s 
evident from these stories that 
love transforms people into souls 
capable of truly impressive feats.

Although love in nearly all of 
these situations is a mutual senti-

ment, I strongly believe that it was 
less the benefits that the people 
were gaining that prompted them 
to commit these acts, but rather, 
the deeply personal emotions that 
they felt. In the examples above, 
the people were not asked by 
their significant others or sweet-
hearts to go to those lengths. 
They weren’t reaping any prof-

and, for lack of a better word, pin-
ing. I also agree that the best-case 
scenario is having your love re-
flected back to you, and knowing 
that you have that mutual bond. 
But I believe that simply because 
your love looks a bit different from 
the deep-rooted image of two in-
tertwined hands, doesn’t mean 
it’s any less qualified in its sincer-
ity. After all, it’s incredible that 
even in those miserable instances 
where the people you love hope-
lessly don’t love you back, you’d 

still be open to performing grand, 
wild, and possibly very unsafe ges-
tures just to make them  smile.

Love is great, but in our mod-
ern-day depiction of it as a team 
effort, we overlook the fact that 
it begins with one person. The 
emphasis on the paired-up type 
of love is often justified, but it 
shouldn’t detract from the au-
thenticity of love as an individual 
act. So, even though Valentine’s 
Day this year is in the books and 
we’re still stuck in the middle of 
this long, dreary winter, I encour-
age you to feel powerful in your 
love starting today—and by that, 
I mean the love you feel for those 
around you. Because your happi-
ness doesn’t have to come simply 
from the love you receive, but in-
stead, from the love you practice.

Love is great, but in our 
modern-day depiction 

of it as a team effort, we 
overlook the fact that it 
begins with one person.
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Arim Lee is a Lower from 
Lexington, M.A. Contact the au-
thor at alee24@andover.edu.
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OPPRESSION. WHENEV- 
er I hear this word in a 
class discussion, I am in-

clined to listen more attentively, 
knowing that somehow my iden-
tity, my Blackness, will require 
me to offer my stance in the con-
versation. As an Afro-Caribbean 
and a Black-American, I always 
feel obligated to diversify the 
discussion with first-hand expe-
riences. Every class discussion 
subtly suggests the notion that my 
thoughts—shaped by my Black-

ness—are only necessitated in the 
context of subjugation, that my 
identity centers around one idea 
and one idea only: oppression.

But during Winter Term, 
my class read “Their Eyes Were 
Watching God”, a novel by Zora 
Neale Hurston. This book intro-
duced me to the intersecting iden-
tities of Black people. Throughout 
the novel, Hurston focuses on the 
growth of the Black protagonist, 
Janie Crawford, depicting her not 
as a response to whiteness, but a 
full, complex human being. Some-
one who experiences the effects 
of oppression but is not defined 
by it. Readers see Janie experience 
heartbreak, growth, and so much 
more. Janie’s story does not per-
petuate stereotypes of Black peo-
ple being complacent entities in 
a white-world, but instead paints 
a full picture of what being Black 
means, something that Andover 
has failed to do.

In search for equity, balance 
and inclusion, Andover constantly 
addresses Blackness through the 
lense of racism. Andover asks its 
students: how do we focus on be-
coming an anti-racist institution? 
How do we create an equitable 
and inclusive environment for stu-
dents of all races? While these are 
all important questions to build 
a safe school for Black students, 
one question still remains: when 
will Andover shift its lens from 
Black people as beings who sim-
ply respond to omnipresent racial 
oppression to beings with a rich, 
unique, complex history—a his-
tory that is rich with music, dance, 
traditions and Black power? In the 

fight for anti-racism, Andover has 
categorized Black lives as the rep-
resentatives of the race problem, 
redefining and skimming over 
the complete meaning of racial 
health, depriving Black students 
of a space to be fully, indepen-
dently themselves. 

When only speaking about 
Blackness in the context of fight-
ing against racism, we do not cel-
ebrate Blackness for its distinc-
tive beauty. Black people are not 
simply the product of racism—we 
are people who encounter racism. 
We do not simply exist to retaliate 
against white oppression. We are 
Black students who get stressed 
over French quizzes, English 

papers, and lab reports.  We are 
whole humans who strive to make 
a name from ourselves that is not 
always adjacent to white subjuga-
tion, but to Blackness itself.

When you look at me I do not 
want you to see a struggling, op-
pressed, Black girl, but a one who 

is aware of her history and more. 
A Black girl not defined by slavery 
but by the steps she takes to create 
a name for Blackness, as its own 

race. I am Black. Full stop. But 
when I am surrounded by anti-
racist seminars, one of the only 
places where Blackness is dis-
cussed on a larger level, it is hard 
to remember that I am more than 
the oppression I face, that I am 
more than a reaction. When I am 
constantly bombarded with the 
struggles that result from white-
ness, without being reminded of 
the beauty of Blackness—it’s hard 
to view myself as more than an 
oppressed Black kid. 

Andover makes me feel incom-
plete and extraneous. Andover 
makes me feel that without con-
stant persecution, without consis-
tent suppression I am not Black, 

because that is not what Black-
ness looks like. This is what ra-
cial health looks like in this com-
munity. So I didn’t question these 
feelings—rather, I believed they 
were unavoidable in the process 
to racial health. Looking back, I 
see that Andover has only delved 
into the superficial parts of racial 
acceptance, but nothing more; 
honestly, it is shallow activism. 

Through this branding of 
Blackness as something perpetu-
ally connected to whiteness, An-
dover has only touched upon the 
surface of racial health. In this 
community, racial equity comes 
across as the mere acknowledge-
ment and eradication of racism 
within our community. However, 
this definition implies that racial 
health solely calls for a reaction. 
As a person of color, this defini-
tion leads me to feel that I need 
to constantly acknowledge my 

Oppression Does Not De�ne My Blackness
“inferiority” and deprive myself 
of worth. Can I be nothing more 
than this oppression? Will there 
be a day when someone would 
address my achievements more 
often than they ask me about the 
racists in my life?

Blackness is so much more 
than racism. It is so much more 
than a means to prove anti-racism. 
At Andover, ensuring education 
on equity, equality and Blackness, 
is more significant than the un-
derlying stereotypes that are per-
petuated by teaching Black histo-
ry and Black experiences through 
a white standpoint. Let’s take 
history class, for example. When 
it comes to the history of Black 

liberation, whether it be through 
emancipation or Black Revolu-
tions, many history textbooks 
that are referenced depict Black 
people as passive participants in 
their freedom, while habitually 
portraying white people as their 
means to salvation. This is because 
Black history is taught through 
the eyes of whiteness; rarely do 
schools use the voices, stories and 
perspectives of Black people as 
the primary source of education 
on Black history. Jaeden Glace ’23, 
a History-300 student, introduced 
me to “Give Me Liberty,” the title 
utilized by Andover to cover the 
topics of slavery and Black eman-
cipation, and written by a white 
male named Eric Foner. When 
describing events, such as Slavery, 
Foner often uses a detached voice: 
“For slaves the voyage across the 
Atlantic was a harrowing expe-
rience.” The times when Foner 

does decide to retell the stories 
of oppression through the eyes 
of Black people—“Equiano, who 
later described ‘the shrieks of the 
women and the groans of the dy-
ing,’ survived the Middle Passage, 
but many Africans did not” (Fon-
er, 108). Foner only uses Black 
accounts when it is beneficial to 
p rove a point that was made 
by him previously, not to truly 
teach about Black history from the 
viewpoint of Black agency.

This year, Andover has taken 
steps to introduce a Black his-
torical consciousness by “having 
students read accounts of Black 
people’s experience during times 
of bondage and emancipation, and 
other points in U.S. History,” said 
Glace. However, he then goes on 
to say that “there are also many 
instances where our class is given 
accounts written by white advo-
cates, but not Black people them-
selves. [Additionally,] the perspec-
tive from which we are taught 
varies from teacher to teacher. 
Some terms I have had teachers 
who were really good at providing 
diverse viewpoints and accounts 
on events in U.S. History, but in 
other terms, they were not as di-
verse.”

As a whole, Andover has tak-
en steps to recognize Blackness 
in spaces that have mainly been 
dominated by whiteness, but it’s 
not enough. We must discuss 

Blackness more often without 
the pretense of racism, and with-
out a month that necessitates the 
support of Blackness. We must 
acknowledge the oppression 
that has influenced Black lives 
everywhere while also appreciat-
ing the variety of identities that 
complete Blackness. We must 
promote a holistic understanding 
of Black families, music, dance, 
holidays, politics, history, and 
innumerable other elements of 
the Black community. Blackness 
is so much more than the white-
ness which restrains it. When 
you look at me, see me as a Black 
kid who happens to experience 
oppression. Do not look at me as 
an oppressed Black kid, because I 
am so much more. 

Through this branding of 
Blackness as something 
perpetually connected to 
whiteness, Andover has 
only touched upon the 

surface of racial health.

Leilani Glace is a Junior from 
Brooklyn, N.Y. Contact the au-
thor at lglace25@andover.edu.

Want to write for Commentary?

Email azhang23 and yzeng24!
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Blackness is so much 
more than the whiteness 

which restrains it. Do 
not look at me as an 
oppressed Black kid, 
but a Black kid, who 

happens to experience 
oppression. I am so 

much more.

When only speaking 
about Blackness in 

the context of ghting 
against racism, we do 

not celebrate Blackness 
for its distinctive beauty. 
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THE LIGHTING IS  
moody, romantic even. 
Utensils and dishware sit 

on the smooth tablecloth. A can-
dle, the centerpiece of the table, 
casts shadows from a soft orange 
glow that dances about restlessly. 
A waiter places a dish before you. 
What do you see on your plate?

For many of us, it is not difficult 
to envision a steak, a plate of pas-
ta, or an even more extravagant 
French creation. Europe and the 
Western world has long been tied 
to luxury. Countless European 
brands have cemented themselves 
in their respective market as sta-
tus symbols around the world. 
Food is no exception to this trend 
of European idealization. Though 
seemingly benign, the eurocentric 
mainstream perception of fine 
dining that idealizes European 
cuisines devalues and hides the 
culinary pursuits of other cultures.

When comparing restau-
rants, Michelin Stars have 
been a metric used for the past 
century. Published in the Mi-
chelin Guide, stars are symbols 
of prestige and esteem. Each 
restaurant can be awarded up 
to three stars. Only about 35 
percent of starred restaurants 
in the United States identify 
with cuisines beyond Western 
or European cooking. Of the 13 
restaurants with three stars, all 
but two restaurants fall under 
American or French cuisine. 

In an article published in 
Deceman article published on De-
cember 19, 2020, Michelin admit-
ted that minority head or execu-
tive chefs at starred restaurants 
are rare. Discrimination in the 
restaurant industry is a projection 
of discrimination of minorities in 

the world as a whole. The same 
way typical college is a costly en-
deavor for many, culinary school 

is no different. A substantial por-
tion of starred restaurants prepare 
contemporary or modern style 
cooking. These styles of cooking 
involve techniques from molecu-
lar gastronomy that require spe-
cialized equipment, raising yet 
another barrier for disadvantaged 
chefs. Minority groups face a dif-
ficult road pursuing professional 
cooking when there is less access 
to networking at culinary school, 
few and underpaid internships 
opportunities, and below aver-
age pay for the same positions in 

kitchens. Subsequently, we see the 
homogeneity present in fine din-
ing and the Michelin Guide. 

As European cooking pulls 
the definition of fine dining 
closer and closer to itself, other 
cuisines fade from relevance. 
Further perpetuated by cook-
ing media, documentaries, and 
movie scenes, marginalization 
warps the perception of good 
food generation by generation. 
Other cultural foods are often 
lost when chefs pursue cook-
ing believing that they need to 
cook a certain cuisine to suc-
ceed. This association is so in-
grained into our society that 
even for home cooks, such as 
myself, who aren’t looking to 
turn cooking into a career, there 
are challenges to cook dishes 
from different cuisines. For ex-
ample, food from my home, Chi-
na, is less accessible in America. 
When cooking, I usually will not 
be able to do my grocery shop-
ping in most supermarkets be-
cause many items simply aren’t 
stocked. The neglected “ethnic 
food” aisle at the back corner of 
the store is usually stocked with 
items that probably fulfill only 
a quarter of my shopping list. I 

Culinary Diversity

often need to make an express 
trip to an Asian supermarket to 
find Asian vegetables or specific 
ingredients like thirteen spice, 
but even then, the market is still 
not not guaranteed to hold it in 
stock. Truly excellent Chinese 
food is far and few between in 
America. If well-cooked food 
from different cultures are un-
common, how can we expect 
other chefs to be inspired to 
pursue different cuisines?

Though not everyone can 
become a renowned chef, we all 
need to eat on a daily basis. As 
a consumer, your influence lies 
in what you choose to consume. 
Try new foods from different 
places without expectation on 

whether it’ll taste good or bad. 
Keep eating what you find your-
self enjoying while still explor-
ing. By their nature as money 
making institutions, markets 
and restaurants want to give 
what you want. If enough of us 
want the same thing, they will 
change to accommodate us, 
making different cuisines and 
styles more accessible.

While I don’t believe that one 
region’s food is better or more 
refined than another, one cuisine 
benefits from the presence of oth-
ers. Good cooking has no home. 
Gatekeeping culinary arts privi-
lege only serves to senselessly 
stagnate the field as a whole; it is 
senseless to devalue another cul-
ture’s food and chef’s pursuit to el-
evate your own. Cultures working 
in tandem draw from each other 
for self improvement. Looking 
towards a cooperative tomorrow, 
what do you see on your plate?

Jonathan Ji is a Lower from 
Shanghai, China. Contact the au-
thor at jji24@andover.edu.
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MATEO SCHNEIDER ’24: 
RED DELICIOUS APPLES SUCK

Red Delicious apples are the worst kind of apple. They have no fla-
vor compared to the likes of Granny Smith or Honey Crisp. They 
instead taste bitter, making them an unappealing fruit.

KARLA AOUGA ’24: 
SOCIAL MEDIA RANKINGS

The ranking of social media goes TikTok, Instagram, then Snapchat. 
No arguments.

JUSTIN PARKER ’24: 
SPEED ROUND TAKES

Cereal before milk. 4C hair is literally the blueprint. Anyone who eats 
Arby’s can’t be my friend.

LEO PETERS ’24: 
JELLY BELLIES ARE THE BEST

Jelly Bellies are the best candy. They are so succulent. My favorite flavor is 
licorice, and my least favorite one is buttered popcorn. There are so many 
other delicious flavors as well, and every bite is like a new experience. Also, 

if your favorite candy is Sour Patch Kids, you are basic (but it’s okay to be basic).

GUILHERME LIMA ’24: 
SPOILERS ARE NOT OKAY

Spoilers are not okay. They take away from the experience by giv-
ing me unnecessary details. Watching something after being spoiled 
means you don’t experience something the way that creators in-

tended their work to be experienced. Feeling the surprise or sadness is 
the best part. 

AVIVA CAI ’24: 
SPOILERS ARE OKAY

Spoilers are okay. They are a way for me to find comfort. I relate so 
much to the characters in a movie, book, or show. Through knowing 
the spoilers, I can prevent myself from watching movies or shows 

that are too emotionally taxing. This way, I don’t feel overly sad or sur-
prised during the experience. I feel safe. 

Though seemingly 
benign, the eurocentric 
mainstream perception 

of ne dining that 
idealizes European 

cuisines devalues and 
hides the culinary 
pursuits of other 

cultures.
The neglected “ethnic 
food” aisle at the back 
corner of the store is 
usually stocked with 

items that probably ful ll 
only a quarter of my 

shopping list.
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a lesbian in a time period 
where that was not accept-
able. She was thoroughly 
abused and thoroughly trau-
matized and still somehow 
staked her own place. She 
battled misogyny on a day to 
day basis, as much as any per-
son in the 20th century did. 
Remembering Eleanor for 
her story, as an individual… is 
a really important task,” said 
Baker. 

Despite her struggles, 
Roosevelt was an integral 
part of her husband’s presi-
dential campaign. Baker em-
phasized the independent 
role that Roosevelt took in 
Former President Frank-
lin Delano Roosevelt’s cam-
paign. According to Baker, 
Eleanor Roosevelt’s indepen-
dence took immense courage 
and played an important role 
in gaining political traction 
for Former Vice President 
Henry Wallace. 

“Armed with a single sheet 
of notes… Eleanor Roosevelet 
entered a hostile convention 
floor with the goal of unify-
ing the party behind her hus-
band’s [Vice President] pick. 
She stepped on stage and de-
livered a powerful address 
that was later single hand-
edly credited with saving her 
husband’s political blunder 
and securing his third term. 
In just six minutes, she over-
whelmingly turned the tide. A 
convention floor about to riot 
was shocked into silence... 
and then hours later voted in 
near unison for [Former Vice 
President] Wallace, who was 
received well by newspapers 
the next day,” said Baker. 

Attendee Maggie Qi ’24 
expressed that they enjoyed 
learning about Eleanor Roos-
evelt’s own journey. Accord-
ing to Qi, Baker framed Roo-
sevelt through her activism, 
research, and work ethic, 
rather than her role as First 

Lady. 

“I feel like it deviated from 
the narrative of her being the 
wife of Franklin D. Roosevelt 
and [focused] more on Elea-
nor Roosevelt herself, her 
legacy, what she did as an in-
dependent woman… She’s of-
ten in FDR’s shadow and this 
[presentation] takes on her 
own personality outside of 
being the first lady and how 
she also at the same time, 
[used] that status to empower 
herself,” said Qi.

Prince LaPaz ’24 admired 
Eleanor Rooselvet’s ambition 
and search for agency. Ac-
cording to Baker, Roosevelt 
was an active member of her 
community, as she replied 
to many of those who wrote 
to her. She also had her own 
podcast and wrote every day 
for 30 years.

“[Baker] talked a lot about 
this—emphasizing how hard-
working she was. We talked 
about her 1000 words every 
single day for 30 years, six 
days a week. Then she was 
doing podcasts all the time. 
She was talking to people… 
I think it was like 3a.m. or 
something like that. She 
stayed up like that every sin-
gle day writing handwritten 
letters to every single per-
son… And [Baker] also said 
that once she starts talking 
to someone, she [talks] with 
them until they die. It’s like 
she wrote right back every 
single time and I feel like I 
should be able to take away 
from her hard work in this 
and work harder,” said LaPaz.

According to Baker, Elea-
nor Roosevelt sacrificed a lot 
in order to influence change 
in the United States. Even 
when her marriage faced di-
vorce, Roosevelt continued 
to work on her podcast and 
public relations. Attendee 
Kian Burt ’24 noted the ex-
tent of the influence of Roo-
sevelt’s sacrifices. 

“One thing specifically 
that stood out to me was the 

fact that even though there 
[was] an oppressive prec-
edent, or precedents for a 
divorce, she decided to stay 
there [with Roosevelt] for the 
sake of having the influence 
to make change in America. 
And that was [a] very power-
ful message,” said Burt.

Attendee Amina Hurd 
’23 offered a modern lens 
on what she took away from 
Baker’s explanation of Elea-
nor Roosevelt’s distinct pa-
triotism. According to Hurd, 
although American patrio-
tism is currently focused on 
a division, Roosevelt encour-
aged a sense of unity. 

“Eleanor [Roosevelt] was 
a patriot, right. She did a lot 
of things for America and to 
motivate the American pub-
lic… Right now I feel like be-
ing American and believing 
strongly in these ‘American 
values,’ promotes more of a 
divide…Being American real-
ly became about distinguish-
ing yourself from this oth-
er and working against this 
other to try to kick this other 
out, or to build a wall to stop 
this other from coming in. I 
think a lot of the difference 
between Eleanor Roosevelt’s 
patriotism and patriotism to-
day is that for Eleanor, she 
was working towards unity, 
and now [American patri-
otism] is about working to-
wards unity of a certain pop-
ulation and division from this 
other,” said Hurd. 

In addition to his Abbot 
Independent Scholar presen-
tation, Baker has been work-
ing on a novel titled “First 
Woman.” The plot revolves 
around Eleanor Roosevelt 
and explores her role as the 
arguable first female presi-
dent. Although he does not 
have a release date specified, 
he shared a short excerpt 
from his book during the pre-
sentation, which is available 
on MediaSpace to Andover 
students. 

Continued  from A1, Column 1

Theo Baker ’22 Plans to Continue 
Writing Novel on Eleanor Roosevelt

the importance of educating 
others on African American 
history. She believes that it is 
crucial to uncover aspects of 
Black history that go untaught; 
for Jones, this means going be-
yond what is taught in history 
books. 

“I read “The Education of 
The Negro Prior To 1861” and 
I understood what Carter G. 
Woodson was talking about. 
The pain that I felt that it took 
me becoming an adult to first 
learn these things was trau-
matizing to me. And all I could 
think to myself was, ‘What 
about everyone else? They’re 
not studying themselves. What 
will they become?’ And that’s 
where we get stuck in a lot of 
things,” said Jones.

In her talk, Jones highlight-
ed one of the largest problems 
she has noticed in her time as 
an influencer and an activist; 
people often link success and 
superiority to whiteness. Jones 
explained that this mindset 
can weaken cultural connec-
tions. She added, however, that 
by learning about the history of 
our cultures, we can strength-
en our own cultural affinity.

“What our ancestors and 
elders have been trying to do 
is make things better for each 
generation. But we equate bet-
ter with proximity to white-
ness and we have to stop doing 
that… Sometimes the conse-
quence is a separation from 
cultural traditions and affin-
ity… But cultural memory is 
strong. Even when you are dis-
placed or removed or separat-
ed from each other, that mem-
ory is there,” said Jones.

Attendee Allie Encarnacion 
’24 enjoyed Jones’ personal 
anecdotes and humor through-
out the talk. At the same time, 
Encarnacion noted Jones’ se-

riousness and impactfulness 
throughout her interactions 
with the audience. 

“Overall, I really enjoyed 
the Feminsta Jones talk. She 
had several wonderful quotes 
and managed to be real, funny, 
and professional at the same 
time. It was a super refreshing 
time and didn’t focus so much 
of the solution on the children, 
and more on advocating for ed-
ucation when people are most 
impressionable. I hope that 
more people become interest-
ed in her work,” said Encarna-
cion.

Another attendee at the talk, 
Nahila Hutchinson ’24, felt 
seen and understood by many 
of the experiences and stories 
Jones spoke about. As someone 
who had been previously inter-
ested in social justice, she felt 
inspired and encouraged by 
Jones’ work.

“Jones’ conference was in-
credibly inspiring. She brief-
ly mentioned her friend from 
Newark, New Jersey who also 
happens to be Jamaican, and I 
thought to myself, ‘Wait, that’s 
exactly me!’ Little things she 
said like that, they made me 
feel seen… After listening to 
her speak, I’ve realized I don’t 
need to push my passions aside 
to be successful… Social justice 
can be as large of a focus in 
my life as I want it to be,” said 
Hutchinson.

Jones concluded her talk by 
urging African people and peo-
ple from other cultures to come 
together as a community, even 
when others try to tear them 
apart. She urged the audience 
to remember that regardless of 
where they live, they all come 
from the same place.

“We are all the same people. 
Understand that the boat just 
went to different places. We 
originated in the same spots. 
We are all the same,” said 
Jones.

Feminista Jones Balances 
Seriousness and Humor in 

Encouraging Unity

Continued  from A1, Column 3

On Thursday night of 
“Love Better Week,” Jus-
tine Ang Fonte, a national-
ly-recognized intersection-
al health educator, speaker, 
and consultant, delivered 
a talk entitled, “Pleasure > 
Power: Raising the Standard 
of Consent.” Exploring top-
ics including consent and 
sex citizenship, Fonte took a 
distinct approach to create a 
lighthearted yet thought-pro-
voking environment. Follow-
ing the talk, Fonte answered 
students’ questions in a Q&A 
session. 

“Looking at the definition 
of sexual citizenship, it de-
notes the acknowledgment of 
one’s rights to sexual self-de-
termination and agency, and 
importantly, recognizes the 
equivalent rights in us,” said 
Fonte. 

Fonte continued, “My 
question here is all about ex-
ercising sexual citizenship 
without sex. There’s so much 
more than that. It’s all about 
intimacy, feelings, and un-
derstanding that if you are 
in some type of relationship 
with another person, you are 
literally in relation to anoth-
er human being. So how do 
you connect with them is a 
profound experience that al-
most has nothing to do with a 
physical act to either confirm 
that you’re in a relationship 
or to say that your relation-
ship is worth more because 
physical things happened.”

According to Fonte, people 
have sex for three main rea-
sons: procreation, pleasure, 
and power. In a fast-paced so-
ciety, building intimacy is dif-
ficult and uncertain, leading 
to the downplay of pleasure 
and a hoist of power. This 

causes the weaponization of 
sex, highlighted Fonte. Aviva 
Cai ’24 agrees with and ap-
preciates this conclusion. 

“I liked her conclusion 
of the three reasons for sex, 
which was a unique and 
truthful way to put it. I didn’t 
think about it this way be-
fore since I thought it was 
just something that people 
do. Identifying these factors 
makes it easier to reflect on 
so many things that are hap-
pening around me, including 
the sexual violence and sexu-
al assault cases we see on the 
news,” said Cai. 

Expanding on such factors 
and their presence in real life 
situations, Fonte expressed 
serious deliberation on the 
consequences of the weapon-
ization of sex. She noted how 
society prioritizes participa-
tion in sexual activity over 
personal comfort and desires, 
discussing the heavy empha-
sis that society puts on hav-
ing sex and its implications 
on our lives.

“But we weaponize sex 
when it’s meant to be some-
thing beautiful, affection-
ate, intimate. And now it’s 
a weapon being used to just 
gain more power. There is a 
discrepancy with who tends 
to be victimized by situa-
tions. Although not all of 
them, when we talk about 
where it’s coming from, the 
patriarchal society is tak-
en into consideration. Like 
the former Australian Prime 
Minister Malcolm Trimble 
says, ‘Not all disrespectful 
silences. But that is where 
all violence against women 
starts.’ It’s a basic disrespect 
for humanity,” said Fonte. 

Zadia Rutty-Turner ’23 ex-
pressed favorable feedback 
on the speaker event. Re-
lating the talk to Andover’s 
sex-positivity movement, 
Rutty-Turner hopes to see 

future changes in the culture 
around sex on campus. 

“I think [Andover’s 
sex-positivity movement] 
needs some work. A part of 
the talk focused on hook-up 
culture and its impacts on 
how we view and engage in 
sex, and I think that should 
be Andover’s main point of 
focus. A fair amount of peo-
ple agree that Andover has a 
hook-up culture, but haven’t 
seen too many people think 
critically about how that im-
pacts us,” said Rutty-Turner.

Another point Fonte dis-
cussed was the implications 
and importance of consent. 
She commented on the harms 
of making assumptions of 
consent based on factors oth-
er than clear communication. 
She reminded the audience 
that sex should occur upon 
the clear establishment of 
consent and understanding 
of each party.

“It’s because people as-
sume that based on a higher 
fantasy, based on how much 
you drink, based on how de-
pressed you are, you’re also 
down [to have sex]. So I’m 
just making that assumption. 
And if you do feel uncomfort-
able, it was more false, be-
cause you’re ready to waive 
any need for consent by what 
you’re wearing, what you’re 
drinking, whatever those 
choices were. There was no 
connection of communica-
tion,” said Fonte. 

Fonte continued, “So 
when we talk about consent, 
it sounds unsexy, because it 
sounds like there are so many 
rules and goals. But if you’re 
feeling burdened by that, 
think: what is it like to have 
a meal when you’re ordering 
together? Instead of saying, 
‘treat them the way you want 
to be treated,’ say, ‘treat them 
the way they want to be treat-
ed.” 

Educator Justine Ang Fonte Discusses 
‘Raising the Standard of Consent’, the 

Weaponization of Sex for Love Better Week

Sun.
However, some students 

have also expressed concerns 
and criticisms regarding the 
Covid-19 policies that were en-
forced during the winter term. 
Eleanor Dehoog ’24, while 
agreeing with the mask man-
date, felt confused with the 
contradictions present within 
the Covid restrictions, regard-
ing dining and close contact. 

Dehoog said, “I think it’s 
kind of hypocritical because I 
want there to be Covid proto-
cols in place, but some of them 
just don’t really make sense to 
me. For example, we weren’t 
allowed to have people within 
each other’s dorms for a long, 
long time. But yet, you can sit in 
comments right next to some-
one unmasked. [But] I’m not 
sure what the proper way to 
handle that would be.  I think 
it’s more [about] access to each 
other’s dorms, going down-
town, off campus trips and 
stuff like that. That’s a bigger 
deal, I think they waited a lit-
tle bit longer than they should 

have [with those restrictions].”
According to Elliott the ad-

ministrators feel that most of 
their goals for “normalcy” have 
been achieved: having in-per-
son classes, competitions, and 
concerts, as well as various off 
campus permissions. Further-
more, with many of the restric-
tions lifted, boarders and day 
students have more opportu-
nities to interact with one an-
other. 

With winter term ending in 
the next two weeks, students 
and faculty alike look to the 
new policies in the spring term, 
ranging from masking policies 
to quarantines. It is difficult 
to determine a concrete plan, 
with the ever changing states 
of the pandemic according to 
Elliott but she remains hopeful 
for the opening of spring term. 

“If we can stay [on] course 
and numbers [of cases] contin-
ue to drop externally, and all of 
our kids who are here will be 
up to date, fully vaccinated and 
boosted, I’m hoping that we’ll 
be able to lift restrictions far 
sooner and actually have few-
er restrictions in spring term,” 
said Elliott. 

Looking Ahead to Masking 
Policies After Spring Break

Continued  from A1, Column 3 WENDY WANG
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This past Tuesday, February 2, 2022, the Math department celebrated 
“Twosday” with candy and balloons in the main hallway of Morse Hall.
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Jeremiah Hagler, Instructor in Biology, currently teaches the 
Biology 500, Biology 580, and History 590 sequences. Hagler has 

also taught Biology 600 and conducted extensive biological 
research outside of Andover at the University of California, 

Santa Cruz, and Harvard University. In his free time, Hagler 
enjoys reading nonfiction and running his photography Instagram 

account, @jeremiah.hagler, where he posts close-up images of 
various insects and animals.1) When and why did you first become

 interested in pursuing biology?
I’ve always wanted to do biology since I can remember. I grew up in Cal-
ifornia, in a pretty rural area. I had a lot of opportunities to get outside 
and encounter nature, and so I think I developed a real love of just any-
thing living during that time as a child, and it just kind of grew. Actual-
ly, I originally wanted to do marine biology. So I was more interested in 
actually the oceans for a while. I don’t remember a time when I wasn’t 

interested in doing biology.

REPORTING BY AVA CHEN

2) What’s some biological research you’ve 
done outside of Andover?

I did a Senior thesis project on how the ribosome functions, so that was 
one major project I worked on in college. And then in graduate school, I 
did a whole series of things that you normally do in graduate school; you 
rotate through labs and do some various projects. But the main projects 
I worked on there was, for my thesis, I was working on the Vaccinia vi-
rus, which is the virus that’s used for the vaccine against smallpox. And 
then right before I came to Andover, I worked on immune gene regu-
lation [and] signal transduction, so how cells communicate with other 

cells and trigger certain genes to be turned on and off. 

4) Why did you decide to come teach at Andover?
I came across this ad in “Science” magazine, which is a major scientific 
publication, one I’ve actually published in, and it was for a visiting scien-
tist and molecular biology at this place called Phillips Academy. And so 
I researched it and found it’s this high school, and I thought, I’ve always 
had this kind of fantasy about teaching high school students how to do 
science. I thought I’d take a crack at it since it would allow me to stay in 
the Boston area where my wife was doing her science, so we wouldn’t 
have to leave; my wife wouldn’t have to leave her position to accommo-
date mine. So I applied and interviewed, and it went really well. I got the 

job, and I became a teacher instantaneously at that point.

8) What do you like doing in your free time?
Well, I do my work with my cameras, so that’s a lot of my free time. 
When I’m not doing that, I read a lot, and I watch movies and stuff 
like normal people, so nothing really extraordinary. I read a lot; I 
read mostly nonfiction. So I don’t read novels—I read stuff about 

things that are real things.

9) What’s your favorite book?
“Drawdown” is one that’s had an influence on me recently. “Draw-
down” is a book about different ways we as a society or a scientist or 
as an economy can work on reducing CO2 emissions to control glob-
al climate change. All the different methods that are talked about are 
ranked by their importance, and the cool thing about that is that many 
of them are things you wouldn’t have thought of as being important for 
controlling CO2 emissions. For example, one of my favorites is number 
five or number six: the education of women as a CO2 emissions con-
trol method. So getting countries in impoverished parts of the world 
to really encourage women’s education would actually result in large 

savings in CO2 emissions.

10) What’s your favorite living organism?
I’m partial to cardinals, birds. I don’t know why, partly because in Cal-
ifornia, you don’t have cardinals. I’m fascinated by them. I love the col-
oration of male cardinals and female cardinals—they are both really in-
teresting. And they’re actually a really interesting example of evolution 
of sexual selection, I think, so they’re kind of cool biological organisms 
that represent things I teach. So that’s cool, too. And they overwinter in 

a harsh environment, so they’re very hardy.

3)What’s your favorite research project you’ve ever done, 
or discovery you made?

Oh, God, there’s a lot of things. I miss all my friends in the community, all 
the faculty and staff who I’m friends with. I miss my advisees who are all 
in the Class of 2022, I miss the community in general. And I miss all the 
pretty colors on campus, and I’m glad to be here this weekend where I 

can see all the pretty leaves. 

7) What’s your favorite food?
Depends on the day. I like a good barbecue. But then on Sundays, a good 
pizza is really good. Except I have Celiac, so a lot of things that [Paresky 
Commons] serves, I can’t eat. So for example, I can’t really get pizza at 
the hearth. I don’t go there anymore because I can’t eat most of the food 
there anymore. But I think barbecue pizza, and I’m a big fan of Mexican 

food.

5) How do you like teaching biology, as opposed to 
doing research projects? Which one do you like better?

I honestly would say I like teaching better. But every now and then I get 
a pang for doing research. When I was first doing research at Phillips 
Academy, it was cool because I could combine my love and interest in 
teaching with my science. And the cool thing about Biology 600—the 
kids do original research, right? They propose their own projects and 
figure out what materials they need and set up long term projects using 
the lab in [the Gelb Science Center], and so that’s fun. I think probably 
the most rewarding piece is teaching kids the fundamentals of biology 

and then seeing them develop their abilities as a scientist.

6) What inspired you to start your Instagram account?
When I was on sabbatical, I had a lot of time by myself just exploring. I 
was coming across things that I found with my phone that if I get really 
close, I get some really good images. I think the first one that I ever really 
started realizing I could actually do some cool things with was a garter 
snake that I encountered in a walk. I just post photos on Instagram, so 
anyone who wants to see those images can see them and follow them. 
So it’s just a game of fun to do, a cool hobby. It’s enjoyable and allows me 
to interact with nature the way I used to as a kid when I was running 

around in the woods all the time. 
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HERE AND THERE: THE WORLD RIGHT NOW COLLECTED BY JENNY JIN

Politics: Queen Elizabeth II Tested Positive for Covid
On Sunday, February 20, Buckingham Palace released a 
statement saying that Queen Elizabeth II, who is 96 years of 
age, has been infected with Covid-19. The statement stated 
that the Queen is experiencing mild cold-like symptoms but 
will continue light duties at Windsor while receiving med-
ical attention and following the appropriate guidelines, re-
ported “The New York Times.” The Queen had received one 
dose of the coronavirus vaccine in January 2021 at Windsor 
Castle, but Buckingham Palace has not confirmed any subse-
quent doses. Buckingham Palace had been trying to protect 
the Queen from being exposed to the virus, and although 
the source of the Queen’s infection still remains clouded, it is 
likely that she contracted the virus from Prince Charles. Ac-
cording to “The New York Times,” Charles was at Windsor 
Castle, where the Queen resides, for an investiture ceremony 
earlier this month and soon after tested positive. 

War and Conflict: Russia’s Invasion Tension for Ukraine
On February 23, the government of Ukraine reported facing 
“a full-scale attack from multiple directions,” according to 
“The New York Times.” Russia attacked Ukraine by tar-
geting cities with airstrikes and shelling, according to “The 
Associated Press.” “The Associated Press” continued, adding 
that many citizens of Ukraine are fleeing to escape current 
dangers. In January 2022, Russia launched a large-scale mil-
itary deployment in Belarus, a landlocked country bordering 
both Russia and Ukraine, for the purpose of military drills. 
However, given the longstanding tension between Russia 
and Ukraine, it was suspected that the military drills would 
serve as a pretext for Russia to build an invasion force aimed 
at Ukraine, reported “The New York Times.” Ukraine, which 
shares a roughly 665-mile border with Belarus that is largely 
unguarded, has been pressured by the massive Russian 
military deployment of 30,000 Russian troops since January, 
according to “The New York Times.” 

Sports: 2022 Beijing Winter Olympics
After 16 days and 109 events, the 2022 Beijing Winter 
Olympics officially ended on Sunday, February 20, with a 
traditional closing ceremony. Norway won the first gold 
medal of the Olympic events in the women’s skiathlon and 
continued to get ahead in the medals race, finishing with 16 
gold medals and a total of 37 medals to claim first. Germany 
followed in second with 12 gold medals and 27 total medals, 
and China finished in third with 9 gold medals and 15 
medals overall, according to the official Olympics website. 
Although Chinese officials insisted that the Olympics is not 
about politics, political debates emerged as Russian female 
skater Kamila Valieva was allowed to compete despite a 
test showing traces of banned heart medicine, and athletes 
were banned from competing after being tested positive for 
Covid-19, reported “The New York Times.” However, despite 
the controversies, president of the International Olympic 
Committee Thomas Bach praised the organizers for the suc-
cessful Olympic Games and urged the world to be inspired 
by the sporting spectacle in Beijing, according to “The CNN.”

10 Questions with Jeremiah 
Hagler, Instructor in Biology

C.MURPHY/THE PHILLIPIAN
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REPORTING BY LEO PETERS & 
JACQUELINE GORDON

Juniors and Lowers React to 
Love Better Week Presentation Led by YES+

Last Friday, all Juniors and Lowers attended presentations led by Youth 
Educators for Sex Positivity (YES+), as part of Andover’s programming for 

“Love Better Week.” The presentation, entitled “Masturbation and Erogenous 
Zones,” explored students’ ideas of sexual pleasure, porn, consent, and healthy 

relationships.

I thought that it was interesting that it was student-led because most talks 
I’ve been to have been led by adults. It felt more comfortable having it be more 
of a peer-to-peer talk than if it was a talk with an adult. I appreciated how 
they emphasized the importance of consent and being of age within the talk.

Lily Williamson ’25

Well, we did it last year, so it was repetitive, but I felt like it was kind 
of enhanced by the in person experience. And I think the people who 
presented it were very well spoken. And so overall, it was a good pre-
sentation, but I didn’t learn very much because we did it last year.

Josh Lee ’24

Kevin Niu ’25

I thought it was good. We [the Lowers] were really immature, which isn’t too sur-
prising, so I hope the presenters weren’t surprised by it either. Mostly, the presenta-
tion was very repetitive—it was the exact same slides and presentation as last year.

Anna Ohm ’24

I thought the presentation was decent, although it was the same presentation 
from last year. However, to the credit of YES+, it’s difficult to give a presentation 
about sex to a big group of tenth graders, so they did the best with what they had.

Emily Turnbull ’24

I appreciate that YES+ exists on campus and that they are trying to edu-
cate the student body about sex because it’s an important topic. However, 
I feel like the talks are getting a little repetitive at this point and that re-
turning students should not be obligated to go to these presentations. Last 
year in [Biology], we had the same discussion with almost the exact same 
slideshow. I don’t think it’s productive to force students to repeatedly go 
to the same presentation. I think mandatory attendance at this presenta-
tion should only have been for those who hadn’t been at Andover last year 
or were in a non-[Junior] science class. Additionally, the talk was even 
less meaningful because so many participating students weren’t focusing, 
which could stem, in part, from the repetitive nature of the presentation.

Sonia Appen ’24

The YES+ meeting was honest and educational, but I think it should be 
for at least Lowers and not Juniors. A better option would be for the meet-
ing to not be a required talk and to be optional for those who want to lis-
ten. Education in sex is important but explicit talks like [what] YES+ [de-
livered] might not always be the best way to learn about sensitive topics.

Kevin Niu ‘25

Adz Morales ’25
I thought it was quite loud, and the student section was obnox-

ious. I think they [YES+ presenters] were comfortable with the top-
ic, which made their presentation better. I liked how they used can-
dy as an incentive to have people answer questions in a more fun way.

create these systems are 
trained with white faces… But 
when it comes to people of 
color, and specifically dark-
er skinned, female people, 
they do very bad[ly]… These 
systems are being sold to law 
enforcement agencies and 
they’re being used, so what 
might [start as] a very simple 
problem has very negative ef-
fects,” said Williams. 

Williams added that large 
presences in the computer 
science field, such as CEO and 
Cofounder of Meta (previous-
ly Facebook) Mark Zucker-
berg, perpetuate harmful mis-
conceptions. She offered an 
alternative mindset surround-
ing data collection.

Williams said, “I think 
there needs to be a large cul-
tural shift in the technology 
industry. I remember [Claire 
Wang ’23] was talking about 

how Zuckerberg said, ‘Move 
fast and break things,’ And 
the whole culture in the tech 
world is ‘collect a bunch of 
data, make a bunch of systems 
and sell it. If they have a prob-
lem, they’ll just fix it later on.’ 
We can’t keep doing that… we 
can’t keep moving faster and 
faster, when there are still 
these systematic issues. To get 
reliable and good systems, we 
need to take a step back, we 
need to fix what’s wrong––
the data is wrong.”

Princeton Parker, DDA ’11 
and current member of the 
Speaker’s Resource Group, 
attributed a turning point 
on his journey to success to 
the program during an inter-
view with “Good Morning 
America”. Parker eventual-
ly returned to the DDA pro-
gram and now is on a panel 
of speakers such as acclaimed 
television host Steve Harvey 
and award-winning gospel 
singer Yolanda Adams. 

“Disney Dreamers Acade-

my changed my life. I love to 
put it this way; the Dreamers 
Academy changes your life 
by changing your mind… It 
wasn’t until Dreamers Acade-
my that I really started imag-
ining the true possibilities for 
how [my] gifts could be used 
in serving the world. After 
Dreamers Academy, I went on 
to do things like writing for 
“The Huffington Post,” start-
ing my first podcast, graduat-
ing from [University of South-
ern California], traveling the 
country as a motivational 
speaker, and now my journey 
has come full circle as I stand 
as a Disney cast member,” said 
Parker.

Suhaila Cotton ’24, a friend 
and dorm-mate of Williams, 
described Williams’ passion 
for computer science. Accord-
ing to Cotton, Williams uses 
her knowledge to help others 
in the discipline. 

“McKenzie is always work-
ing in computer science. A lot 
of times when we’re studying 

together she will try to ex-
plain to me all the advanced 
coding stuff she’s doing and 
then soon after come up with 
‘I got it,’ as she says and comes 
up with a better solution. She 
also is all about motivating 
and helping others out. She 
shares a lot of Black girl magic 
so I know she’ll make a lot of 
great changes in her work in 
reforming A.I.,” said Cotton.

Placing value on giving 
back to her communities, Wil-
liams speculated on how she 
might use the resources she 
will gain at DDA to mentor a 
new generation of computer 
science students similar to 
herself. She plans on learning 
skills in leadership from the 
mentors she will meet during 
the program.

“I always love to give back 
to my community, whenever 
I can. And this program will 
show me some of the best 
ways to give back. I will be 
able to pass on the resources 
provided to me and share with 

younger generations— wheth-
er it be programs to apply for, 
strategies to employ, or even 
just the ways they mentor 
me. I’ll be able to take those 
skills and use them to mentor 
younger students,” said Wil-
liams.

Editor’s Note: McKenzie 
Williams is a Photo Editor for 
The Phillipian.

COURTESY OF MCKENZIE 
WILLIAMS

Continued  from A1, Column 1
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Week’s Top Headlines

• Academy Takes “Go Big Blue” Too Far as 
Epididymal Hypertension Plagues Repressed 
Students

• Blue Plate Dinners at La Fina Put Trustees in a 
Miser’s Panic 

• 
Ultimate End

• Math Teachers Celebrate 2/22/22 By Gifting 
Students 2’s on Recent Tests

• Movement to Start Carving Vulvas into 

Education

• Urophiles Disappointed to Find “Urinetown: 
the Musical” Just Satirizes Capitalism
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joy?  

Evalyn: Nothing brings me more meaning, purpose, and joy than helping 

help. I’m no math tutor, but I’m also not terrible at math. It’s just weird 
how they think I look like a math tutor–I guess wearing contacts and 
bleaching my hair wasn’t enough. I feel truly non sibi by helping freshmen 

faces makes me feel like I can do more than write dumb word plays in a 
paper no one reads. 

Nicky: Andover itself brings me joy. Every time I wake up from a dream 
and realize I am at Andover I become overcome with joy and happiness. 
When I look out my window at the beautiful hill leading to my dorm and 

-

into my shoes, and the impromptu black ice, wake me up for my favourite 

sorry Stacey. I have never loved anything as much as I love Andover.

2. Andover is an intentionally diverse school that aims for justice, equi-
ty, and inclusion. In which spaces have you had opportunities to explore 
your own sense of identity?

Evalyn:  I’ll be sitting in Morse which is how freshmen approach me 
for math help. I’m in Morse because I can’t be funny in the library. I get 

-
ent name for his son). His poetry sucked: 

"Ah, truest soul of womankind!
Without thee what were life ?

One bliss I cannot leave behind:
I'll take my— precious— wife!"

-
burns. God, what is it with white men and their facial hair? Plus, Oliver 
was racist. Wait…Samuel Morse defended slavery… and he led anti-immi-
gration movements (against Catholics though…maybe he would’ve been 
into some bulgogi instead of sacramental bread?) Is there any building on 

But don’t overthink the names, Andover says they prioritize Equity and 
Inclusion! In these spaces, I can really feel empowered in delving into my 
own identity.  Like haha suck that, Oliver and Samuel, how does it feel to 
have an asian girl defecating in your building’s bathrooms!!!! 

3. What steps do you take to stay healthy?

Nicky: 

Fully exposed, as the human body should be. Once we have cleaned our-

special is the bond we create. Nothing says community like unconvention-

other to get better. I am so grateful for my teammates who force me to get 
bigger and better. 

EVALYN'S AND 
NICKY'S MID-YEAR 
REFLECTIONS GOT 
LEAKED! OH NO!!

Salutations English Department Head, 

Just following up on our chat from a few months ago. For my section’s 

Studies have shown that the best essays are written mentally, without 
pen, paper, or computer. When I read these studies in the Daily Mail, 
I was fascinated, and have since decided to research the possibility of a 
paperless paper. My students will be able to liberate their minds from 
the suction of our screens. To write this mind essay, it is similar to a 
meditation, but less structured. 

they will not be required to come to class in order to prepare their 
minds. In fact, in order to cultivate a (remote) classroom culture built 
on empathy, balance, and inclusion, I will stay home too. In addition, 

which would be essential in our preparation for napping–I mean medi-
tating. 
“How will you grade these miraculous marvels of the human brain?” 
you will ask. 
“I won’t have to,” I shall reply. We are so product-oriented that we lose 
track of the greater imperative of the education of our youth. We preach 

-
ical grades. Also, what gives me the right to judge their work? Sure I 
have a doctorate, but I’m letting the greater judge, the universe, evaluate 
their work. 
“Wow, this all sounds incredible. You really are a genius,” you’ll say. “But 
what books will they read?”

by small paper margins. In your mind, you don’t have to worry about 
academic dishonesty because there’s no need for citations. Your mind, 
your world.
 Your preconceived notions uprooted, you’ll bow before me, and the 

tenure for my groundbreaking contributions to the curriculum and my 
tireless dedication. 

Peace,
Dr. Adams ‘74 P‘93 ‘95 ‘97 ‘99 GP‘22 ‘23

OVERHEARD
ON THE 
PATHS

“If another Senior complains about 
senioritis and they have an Ivy League 
laptop sticker, I’ll make them look even 

more forward to graduation.”

“He’s not my boyfriend. More like a 

“I’m boring? She must be kidding. Last I 
checked, herpes is pretty exciting.”

THE LONG-LOST PROPOSAL 
FOR THE FINALS WEEK WE 

SHOULD HAVE HAD
NED THORNTON

“People say ‘pussy’ as if a pussy didn’t push 
their ugly heads into the world.”

“Pine Knoll should sell the seasoning they 
put in their water. It’s delicious!”

address my teachers?” 

“I mean, like, it's 70 degrees somewhere right?” 

nicky spells like a 
brit because he is 

pretentious
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SPORTS

In his final game before 
graduating from Andover, Cap-
tain William Clarence Mat-
thews, Class of 1901, played as a 
catcher and fourth batter with a 
“thumb… so badly torn dislocat-
ed in the game a week before” 
that he played all nine innings 
with “a leather-covered steel 
cap over his thumb,” according 
to the June 19, 1901, issue of The 
Phillipian. In this 9-0 victory 
against Exeter to cap off “one 
of the most successful years 
Andover has ever had,” Mat-
thews consolidated his legacy 
of “self-sacrifice in catching 
throughout the season” even 
as he endured racism as the the 
only Black student in his class. 

In his time at Andover, Mat-
thews did not escape the racism 
he experienced at his southern 
hometown in Selma, Alabama. 
Alfred E. Stearns, Andover’s 
ninth Head of School after 
whom Stearns House is named, 
wrote in a recommendation let-
ter to Harvard that he found 
Matthews to be “unusually 
reliable and straightforward, 
something rather rare in his 
race.”

In spite of this, Matthews 
matriculated at Harvard Col-
lege in 1901, where he was, 
again, the only Black player in 
the nine. In an era of lynchings, 
Jim Crow and numerous oth-
er forms of racism, Matthews 
faced boycotts throughout his 
career at Harvard, including 

a cancelled trip to his home 
South in his sophomore year, 
according to a September 1998 
issue of the Harvard Magazine. 
Even at Harvard, a relatively 
more tolerant campus (which 
Matthews chose over Yale cit-
ing concerns about the racism 
he would experience there) 
he was not granted captaincy. 
Despite this, after batting .400 
and stealing 22 bases in the 
1905 season, Matthews came 
on the verge of becoming the 
first Black player to play in a 
National League team since 
1884. Public disapproval ended 
his baseball career permanent-
ly and a Black player would 
not play in the League again 
until forty-two years later in 
1947, but Matthews sent a clear 
message towards the “mag-
nates” and their “prejudices” 
in a statement printed on “The 
Traveler:”

“I think it is an outrage that 
colored men are discriminated 
against in the big leagues. What 
a shame it is that Black men 
are barred forever from partic-
ipating in the national game. I 
should think that Americans 
should rise up in revolt against 
such a condition. As a Harvard 
man, I shall devote my life to 
bettering the condition of the 
Black man, and especially to 
secure his admittance into or-
ganized baseball. If the mag-
nates forget their prejudices 
and let me into the big leagues, 
I will show them that a colored 
boy can play better than lots of 
white men and he will be order-
ly on the field,” said Matthews.

Matthews’ legacy stretched 

beyond his tri-varsity athlete 
status at Andover. Just like in 
his baseball, football and track 
teams, Matthews was the only 
Black student on the board of 
editors for The Phillipian vol. 
XXIII. In his application for
financial aid from Harvard in
1901, he wrote that he intend-
ed to do “education work in
the South” after graduating
from Harvard. He took cours-
es at Harvard Law School as a
senior, and he entered Boston
University School of Law (BU)
after graduating from Harvard.
Through side jobs as a coach at
Boston Latin School, Dorches-
ter High School, and Noble &
Greenough School, he managed
to compensate for his “dire fi-
nancial situation.” In 1908, he
graduated from BU with an
LLB and passed the Bar exam.
He shifted his focus to African
American activism, serving as
legal counsel for the United Ne-
gro Improvement Association
(UNIA) from 1920 to 1923. For
his help in Calvin Coolidge’s
election to the presidency in
1924, he was appointed as an
Assistant US Attorney General.

His death in 1928 came with-
out warning and put an end to a 
legacy of “firsts” and “despites” 
that started here at Andover. 
His legacy proved to a white su-
premacy-riddled America that, 
as Matthews said in 1905, “a 
Negro is just as good as a white 
man and has just as much right 
to play ball.”

Editor’s Note: Daigo Mori-
wake ’23 is a Sports Editor for 
The Phillipian.
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Captain and Fourth Batter William Clarence Matthews:
A Legacy of Firsts and “Despites” 
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Growing up, Co-Captain 
Ralph Lam ’22 tried many differ-
ent sports to identify which he 
would enjoy the most. After try-
ing swimming for the first time, 
both Lam and his parents decided 
that it was the best sport for him 
to continue.

Lam states that swimming has 
been such an integral part of his 
life and has truly formed from 
a simple activity to a passion. 
He notes that the feeling he gets 
while swimming along with the 
temporary reprieve from other 
aspects of his life are something 
important to him and is what has 
captivated him all of these years.

“Personally, I just decided to 
continue swimming because first, 
the flow of the water, when I’m 
racing, is really satisfying. I really 
enjoy that rush that I get when 
I’m swimming fast. But also, the 
peace of mind that the water it-
self gives me when I’m in the 
water, and I’m swimming, I can 
focus and I can also take my mind 
off of other things, and just be at 
relative peace,” said Lam.

According to Lam, the four 
co-captains of the team all bring 
something unique to the spirit 
and culture of the group. Lam 
believes that work ethic, disci-
pline and competitiveness are all 
values he strives to instill in his 
teammates.

“The benefit of having four 
co-captains is that we all fulfill 
our roles. We can all focus on our 
strengths and what we bring to 
the team rather than trying to do 
everything at once, so I can pro-
vide focus and discipline to the 
team whenever we need to real-
ly get our heads down and put in 
the work. My goal as the captain 
is to keep everyone’s eyes on the 
ball. Not necessarily winning the 
meets, but beating themselves 
and beating their own times. I 
think a good focus for the team 
is to not focus on what everyone 
else is doing, because we can’t 
control how fast they swim. But 
we can definitely control how fast 
we swim ourselves, focusing on 
technique, focusing on the train-
ing that we do and focusing on 
strength work as well,” said Lam. 

Head Coach David Fox ac-

knowledged Lam’s ability to take 
charge and head the team in a 
productive and beneficial direc-
tion. He specifically recognized 
Lam’s effect on the newer and 
less experienced swimmers on 
the team.

“With four captains this year, 
and with only eight people who 
have been on the team before and 
ten people who are new, Ralph 
has done a good job stepping into 
chaos and bringing order,” said 
Coach Fox.

Coach Lam promotes hard 
work and dedication amongst his 
teammates, he continues to value 
the bonding and fun moments 
the team has together. He accom-
plishes this by keeping the team’s 
motivation and attitude serious 
and dedicated to improve while 
cherishing the instances that re-
quire less concentration.

“I try to let everyone have 
their fun when we’re resting in 
between sets but once we are ac-
tually swimming, I try to remind 
everyone that we need to take 
practice seriously because these 
are our chances to rehearse for 
races, these are chances to re-
hearse for the championships,” 
said Lam.

According to fellow teammate 
Daniel Mair ’24, Lam embodies 
his values as someone willing to 
help others and provide an exam-
ple for those close to him. Mair 

shares a similar sentiment to 
Coach Fox regarding Lam’s abili-
ty to control the team and main-
tain organization.

“In the team he leads by in-
forming and reminding the swim-
mers of the task at hand, whether 
it be what we are doing in a set or 
what our goals are for an upcom-
ing meet. Outside of the pool he 
leads by setting an example - he is 
always taking care of himself and 
us as swimmers can definitely 
see it, he hydrates and eats well. 
I also know that if I’m having any 
problems with anything I can go 
to Ralph, he’ll put aside what he’s 
working on, and he’ll genuinely 
listen to what I have to say,” wrote 
Mair in a email to The Phillipian.

As a captain, Lam firmly be-
lieves in the importance of his grit 
and mental fortitude. He explains 
that even when the times seem 
bleak, he continues to exude posi-
tivity and a cool head. 

Lam said, “I try to be like a 
rock, be firm, and be grounded 
while everyone else is pretty ner-
vous. And obviously very excited 
to race, trying to keep the nerves 
down and make sure that we’re 
not only supporting our team-
mates, but we’re also supporting 
ourselves and knowing how to 
take care of ourselves and focus 
on ourselves rather than worry-
ing about how fast our competi-
tors will swim.”

BOYSSWIMMING&DIVING

Co-Captain Ralph Lam ’22 Leads Boys Swimming & 
Diving Through Discipline and Organization

When Boys Swim & Dive 
Co-Captain Max Fang ’22’s par-
ents signed him up for swimming, 
they joked that once he learned 
how to swim, he could teach them 
how to swim. At the time, Fang 
saw swimming as just another ex-
tracurricular activity. However, 
over time, swimming has become 
much more than that for Fang.

The team has provided a sense 
of camaraderie for Fang that 
has developed throughout the 
season. He explained that this 
team dynamic was new to him 
compared to club swimming.

“I would say training with the 
team is really fun. The team atmo-
sphere, being a tighter group than 
in club swimming, does also make 
it much more enjoyable. Of course I 
have friends in club swimming, but 
just the team aspect was something 
that made swimming kind of new 
to me in high school,” said Fang.

As a leader on the team, 
Fang strives to show his team-
mates how to act by be-
ing disciplined in the pool.

 “I try to lead by example most 
of the time. So, trying to be disci-
plined, and just showing through 
my actions what to do during 
certain moments,” said Fang. 

According to Co-Captain 
Ralph Lam ’22, Fang’s ability 

to keep his teammates focused 
and his keen sense of the team’s 
progress makes him a strong 
leader. He has also been one 
that teammates can count on, in-
cluding his fellow Co-Captains.

Lam said, “Max has always been 
a great support system to me. He is 
always keeping track of where we 
are as a team. I can always go to 
Max whenever I need some advice 
about keeping everyone in check, 
or  keeping everyone focused… 
If I’m a rock to the team, Max 
has been my rock. He has always 
been a very steadfast supporter.” 

Fang keeps the team together 
with his kindness and organiza-
tion regarding the team’s progress, 
according to Raphael Sibuet ’24, 

“He is an extremely kind 
and an organized leader. He al-
ways knows when to leave for 
an interval and how many more 
reps we have left,” Sibuet wrote 
in an email to The Phillipian.

According to Fang, even though 
the season did not begin how the 
team wanted, he is confident that 
Andover will perform to it’s best 
potential at the end of the season. 

“Obviously, it’s not the sea-
son that we wanted. It was like a 
week when we came back where 
we couldn’t train because of iso-
lation and quarantining. But I’d 
say that overall, we’ve put in a 
lot of work and I think Easterns 
will be a good meet,” said Fang. 

COURTESY OF ANDOVER ATHLETICS

ANDREW ZHOU

Co-Captain Max Fang ’22 Provides 
Unwavering Support to Teammates, 

Leads By Example

J.ROGUS/THE PHILLIPIAN

COURTESY OF PANET
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When Brendon Fang ’22 was 
in elementary school, he saw a 
flier at his school for the swim 
club. Fang brought the flier to 
his parents, and his swimming 
journey began. As Fang devel-
oped as a swimmer, he gained 
crucial experience that has 
helped earn him the role of cap-
tain in his final year at Andover.

According to Fang,  swim-
ming became much more team 
oriented when he came to An-
dover. He attributed this change 
to the boarding school aspect, 
strengthening the team’s bond. 

“I thought that it was just a 
lot of fun to be able to train with 
the people you’re close to. A lot 
of team building activities like 
team dinners and such made 
the sport a more engaging ac-
tivity than I felt it was previ-
ously,” Fang said. 

Leading through empa-
thy and understanding, Fang 
says that as a senior, he knows 
what his teammates are going 
through. From his understand-
ing, he strives to be accommo-
dating. 

Fang said, “I feel like I under-
stand what people go through 
since I’ve been at Andover for 
four years. Someone struggles 
with classwork or they’re late 
sometimes, you know it’s un-
derstandable.”

Daniel Seong ’25 noted that 
Fang is a leader by example that 
younger swimmers can look up 
to. Fang’s hard work and focus 
are qualities that Seong re-
spects.

“I practice in the lane right 
next to [Fang] and I can always 
see how hard he is working. He 
never slacks off, and he always 
tries his best in sets… his lead-

ership is showcased by his
actions in and out of the 

pool,” Seong wrote in an email 
to The Phillipian. 

Fellow Co-Captain Hank 
Yang ’22 highlighted Fang’s 
progression on the team since 
freshman year. Yang compli-
mented Fang’s team-oriented 
mindset as well as his willing-
ness to just have fun.

“I have the utmost respect 
for Brendon – I have to admit 
I wasn’t sure how to connect 
with him when we first met our 
freshmen year, as I thought he 
was very quiet and timid. But 
now, I find Brendon to be one 
of the goofballs on the team. 
He always greets me and every-
one else with a smile, and likes 
to add an ironic joke here and 
there… When it’s time to get 
serious though, Brendon is as 
selfless as one can get, as he al-
ways puts the team before him-
self. I remember him swimming 
the 100-Yard backstroke at New 

Englands two years ago, even 
when it wasn’t his best event. 
I hope everyone can look up to 
Brendon the way I do, and learn 
how to both have fun and work 
hard at the same time,” Yang 
wrote in an email to The Phil-
lipian.  

Fang says that even though 
the season was shorter than 
usual due to the quarantine at 
the beginning of the term, they 
have put in tremendous work 
and have taken advantage of the 
opportunities given to them. 

“It’s been a very short season 
compared to previous years… 
But regardless, I think the sea-
son has been going surprisingly 
well, and I think everyone has 
been using the chances we have 
in the pool to improve. So even 
with such a limited amount of 
time, I think everyone has been 
doing their best and I think 
it’s been the best it could have 
been,” said Fang. 

TYLER PARKER

Boys Swimming & Diving Defeats Phillips Exeter Academy 115-71

Co-Captain Brendon Fang ’22 Focuses on 
Teamwork and Fun For Boys Swim & Dive

ANDREW ZHOU

Co-Captain Hank Yang ’22 dis-
covered his love for the water at 
a young age. Partnered with his 
affection for the people surround-
ing his aquatic endeavors, both 
propelled him to a nearly life-long 
swimming career. Eventually 
finding his way to Andover, Yang 
continues to exude bliss as well as 
maintain consistent appreciation 
and empathy for those around him.

Yang notes how as a co-captain, 
creating meaningful bonds with 
his fellow teammates is incredibly 
valuable. According to Yang, he 
constantly tries to embody these 
principles of relationship building 
and personal connections in and 
out of the pool.

Yang said, “I think that I am a 
people person, so I always do my 
best to connect with my team-
mates on a personal level. I try to 
break down the ideas of seniority 
within the team, which can often 
create divides amongst us. Instead, 
I use team dinners and times out-
side of practice as a chance to ask 
my teammates about their school 
life and their other interests. Even-
tually, we start knowing each oth-
er beyond the pool, and over the 
course of this season, we have be-
come a family. My teammates trust 
me when I give them advice about 
believing in their own training 
and making the right decisions for 
themselves and each other.”

Fellow teammate Jimmy Is-
enhower ’22 recognizes Yang’s 
amable nature and charismatic 
personality. However, he also ac-
knowledges that Yang knows the 
difference between work and play 
and serves as an emotional rock for 
the team.

“Hank’s been a close friend of 
mine since freshman year. We’ve 
both done water polo since then, 
and I’ve been lucky enough to join 

him on the varsity swim team this 
year. He’s got a great sense of hu-
mor and can bring positivity and 
levity to any situation, but more im-
portantly, he knows when to take 
things seriously. I think it makes it 
that much more important when 
he does turn serious. He’s always 
been someone I can count on to 
bring motivation and energy no 
matter how he or the team is feel-
ing,” said Isenhower.

Daniel Mair ’24 shares a similar 
sentiment to Isenhower, specifi-
cally touching on Yang’s ability to 
adopt a light hearted or serious at-
titude depending on the situation.  
Mair also points out how Yang is 
able to maintain the same captivat-
ing and kind personality outside of 
competition.

Mair said, “Out the pool, Hank 
is as light hearted as they come, 
he has a bright and fluffy person-
ality and loves to joke around, but 
that doesn’t mean he doesn’t know 
when to get serious. Hank is a great 
captain and lights up the world.”

As Yang’s time as a leader of the 
team comes to a close, he hopes 
that his friends and teammates 
will come away with new found 
connections and respect for one 
another. He also believes that they 
will understand the importance of 
making these connections in a tra-
ditionally individualized sport.

“I hope the team will forever 
remember that their success in the 
pool doesn’t just depend on how 
hard they work individually, and 
that it is just as important to mo-
tivate and trust each other. Ando-
ver swimming has been fortunate 
enough to accomplish a lot over 
the past years, and I think a lot of 
that has to be attributed to how 
close-knit our teams were, and our 
instincts to always put the team 
over ourselves,” said Yang.

Editor’s Note: Jack Rogus is an 
Editor for the Sports Section of The 
Phillipian.

     Boys Swim Co-Captain Hank 
Yang ’22 Leads on a Personal Level

JACK ROGUS

M.BURTON/THE PHILLIPIAN

E.YANG/THE PHILLIPIAN

Since becoming head coach in 
2012, David Fox has led Andover 
Boys Swimming to seven New 
England titles while breaking 
277 national, eastern, class, pool, 
meet, school, and New England 
records. Fox’s teams, including 
22 different swimmers with var-
ious All-American awards,  have 
amounted to a 57-3 overall meet 
record.

In all his years being involved 
in swimming, Fox appreciates 
the simplicity of the sport and 
believes swimming is unique be-
cause swimmers are able to focus 
on individual improvement rath-
er than focusing on their oppo-
nents.

Fox said, “One thing about 
swimming that I greatly appreci-
ate is that it’s just swimmer and 
clock, which allows us to always 
try to focus on that which we 
control and ignore the rest. I very 
rarely talk about other teams, 
about winning, about anything 
that is not something over which 
we have control.”

According to Trey Wolfe ’23, 
Fox challenges his swimmers in 
the best ways by pushing them 
to their absolute limits without 
pushing them over the edge. 

Wolfe said, “I would say his 
knowledge from years of coach-
ing here is his best quality. He 
knows what works well and what 

works better. He knows how to 
push us right to our breaking 
point without burning us out. 
This makes us trust him, and it 
drives us to work hard every day, 
because we know it pays.”

In order for a team to be suc-
cessful, the swimmers need to be-
lieve in themselves, as well as the 
coach, according to Fox. Coach 
Fox tries to implement this strat-
egy in his day to day coaching and 
in meets. 

Fox said, “One thing I try to 
do, and I think it is advice from 
John Wooden, is to make sure 
I am giving at least 90 percent 
positive feedback.  I am not sure 
I ever hit that, from the swim-
mers’ perspectives, but I do know 
I sometimes believe more in the 
swimmers than they believe in 
themselves.”

According to Co-Captain Max 
Fang ’22, coach Fox knows how 
to push his swimmers, as well as 
give them constructive criticism 
about their performance in prac-
tice or in meets. 

Fang said, “Coach Fox has put 
us through some hard sets this 
year, but all of it is curated so that 
we can swim as fast as we can 
when Easterns comes around. He 
has also not been afraid to share 
with us his criticisms in races or 
in practice, keeping us honest and 
helping us know what to improve 
on for the next race.” 

Ahead of each season, one of 
coach Fox’s goals is not only to 

swim as fast as possible, but also 
to create a unique bond among 
his swimmers. He has enjoyed 
watching the team adapt through 
canceled seasons and come back 
just as strong as before.

“Each season, my primary goal 
is to help build a family in which 
everyone cares for everyone else 
and in which the needs of the 
whole outweigh the interests of 
the few or the one.  This year, this 
has been particularly challenging, 
not because of the people on the 
team but rather because of the 
pandemic’s severance from the 
past with the now.  This is not a 
‘rebuilding year’; this is a ‘re-cre-
ation year,’ said Fox.

Boys Swimming Head Coach David Fox
 Develops Swimmers’ Potential 

Through Intense Practices and Support

Kicking off the 144 year-
old tradition, Andover Boys 
Swimming & Diving returned 
victorious after surmount-
ing Phillips Exeter Academy 
115-71. Boosted by the setting 
of numerous personal bests, 
the team looks to use its mo-
mentum as it heads into New 
Englands this weekend. Ando-
ver’s record now stands at 4-0.

Dylan Herlihy ’22, a diver 
who received a season-high 
score of 149.55, surpassed his 
initial expectations. Despite 
being fairly new to the sport, 
Herlihy capitalized on the 
twisting-theme of the meet 
where he was able to apply 
his ten years of experience in 
gymnastics in order to gain an 
advantage on the board. 

Herlihy said, “It went 

well, this was a twisting, dive 
themed meet. So two twist-
ers were required. Both went 
pretty well, for me, including 
the one that I just learned this 
past week. I think I may have 
gotten a new high score one or 
two times. And overall went 
well.”

The team was able to fo-
cus on areas of growth in this 
meet while still reigning tri-
umphant over Exeter. Chris-
topher Xia ’23 acknowledged 
how the team has improved 
throughout the season, partic-
ularly by focusing on each in-
dividual race and attempting 
to achieve new personal bests. 

“I think overall the team did 
a really good job of kind of fo-
cusing on themselves, which is 
something we’ve been trying 
to work on the entire season. 
Like obviously, that compet-
itiveness, it’s really import-
ant. It’s part of the sport, but 
I think we’ve been spending a 
lot a lot of time trying to work 
on focusing on our own times, 
trying to the best we can do 
and the rest will come with 

that. So I think especially at 
Exeter, everyone did a really 
good job of doing that,” said 
Xia. 

Sam Lee ’24 highlighted 
the importance of recovering 
during and after meets. He 
connected a swimmer’s per-
formance during practices and 
how those tendencies apply 
during meets. 

Lee said, “It’s a lot of re-
covering and focusing on your 
event. It’s like a very fine bal-
ance, because if you overfo-
cused, then there is somewhat 
of a tendency to overthink ev-
erything… So, I think practices 
[are] usually when you work 
on technique, and then at the 
meets, you just go to have fun. 
You go there, you do what you 
do during practice. And the 
philosophy there is that if you 
do practice very well, if you 
execute technique perfectly 
during practice, then at the 
meets, [technique] comes nat-
urally; you will swim your best. 
But I think really, the most im-
portant thing at meets is obvi-
ously just having fun. And just 

recovering in between races is 
really important.”

Nevertheless, the fun and 
excitement also came with 
tensions between Andover and 
Exeter, according to Xia. He 
states that the long continued 
tradition incentivised swim-
mers from both teams to give 
all of their energy and focus 
into the event.

Xia said, “I think there was 
definitely some tension. Like 
we knew there was definitely 
rivalry. So we went in want-
ing to win, and we knew they 
would want to as well. So, I 
mean, in general, it just felt 
really good to come away with 
[the win].”

Staying true to the gener-
ational traditions, Lee high-
lights the inspiring signs that 
were placed in the boys lock-
er room years ago regarding 
the two upcoming meets. Lee 
noted that the initial message 
was replaced by coaches and 
now motivates athletes to give 
these events their all while 
cherishing every moment and 
having fun. 

Lee said, “Obviously East-
erns and New England’s 
are easily the most import-
ant meets of our entire sea-
son. The entire season is just 
building up to go to Easterns 
and New England’s. So [in] 
the boys locker room, there’s 
a door that leads to the pool. 
And a few years ago, someone 
put up a sign at the top, like 
right above the door frame; 
it said ‘Win Easterns,’ and 
there was another one that 
said ‘Win New England’s.’ Our 
coach saw it once, and what he 
did was he took them down, 
and now the signs read, “Just 
do your job, go swim fast.” And 
I think this is empowering in 
a way… It’s just about trying 
your best, having a good time. 
And just putting out your 100 
percent and just having fun. 
That’s what it’s about.”

Andover will compete in 
Easterns and New England’s 
this upcoming week.

NABILAH NAZAR

Andover
SATURDAY

Exeter

115

71
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COURTESY OF PHILLIPS ACADEMY
Andover Boys Swim is undefeated this season, outscoring its opponents 454-284 
over four games.
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GIRLSHOCKEY

Girls Hockey Scores Three Goals 
in Two Minutes to Defeat Worcester, 

Unable to Fend Off Loomis

With zero points on the 
board and a goal deficit of one 
at the start of the third period, 
Andover Girls Hockey pro-
ceeded to score three goals in 
two minutes to win 3-1 against 
Worcester on Saturday. Dean-
na Buenzow ’23 initiated the 
three goal streak with a goal 
off a powerplay, and finishes by 
Gwyn Lapp ’22 and Co-Captain 
Rachel Neyman ’22 gave Ando-
ver the lead shortly after. How-
ever, the team fell short in a 0-1 
loss to Loomis on Wednesday.

According to Lexi Secreto 
’22, the team was dominating 
throughout the entire game 
against Worcester even though 
they struggled to find the back 
of the net. She noticed that it 
was one of the team’s highest 
shooting games. 

“We were actually dominat-
ing the whole game. We just 
needed to work on our com-
munication and just more con-
necting and finishing. We were 
able to get shots on them, but 
just being able to capitalize on 
our opportunities was what we 
were really focusing on,” said 
Secreto.

Just 30 seconds into the 
game, Worcester scored its first 
and only goal. Despite Worces-
ter’s initial lead, the team main-

tained control of the game, ac-
cording to Annabel Curry ’25.

“I think we definitely had 
strengths in keeping possession, 
not getting super frazzled, and 
just staying calm,” said Curry.

The team was not used to 
trailing behind their opponents 
for the majority of the game. 
However, their two-game los-
ing streak and the proximity of 
playoffs served as a motivation 
to stay in the game, according to 
Buenzow

“I think we started off flat 
and Worcester took advantage 
of that in the first shift. We ha-
ven’t really played from behind 
all season, and when we have, 
we normally score right away. 
However, this wasn’t the case, 
as we played from behind pret-
ty much the entire game. We all 
wanted to break our two-game 
losing streak to help our seeding 

for playoffs,” wrote Buenzow in 
an email to The Phillipian. 

Leading up to Worcester, 
the team focused on taking 
full advantage of special teams 
in practice. This was evident 
during the powerplay in Satur-
day’s game, according to Secre-
to. 

“In practice, we worked a lot 
on our special teams, like power 
play and penalty kill…We have 
the chemistry, we have what it 
takes to be a good team in reg-
ular play, but when it comes to 
special situations, you’re not 
going to always be able to con-
trol whether or not you get a 
penalty or you get a man or 
you’re on the power play. The 
little factors can take a game ei-
ther way,” said Secreto.

Going into Wednesday, the 
team understood that Loomis 
would be one of their toughest 
opponents this season, but they 
prepared as usual. The team 
maintained a competitive and 
resilient mindset, according to 
Keira Harder ’23. 

“Loomis is a really tough 
competitor, and I think as a 
team we realize that. We’re re-
ally looking forward to playing 
at such a high level. In practice, 
we’ve been trying to implement 
more competitions between the 
blue and the white team, which 
has been great,” said Harder. 

Andover Girls Hockey will be 
hosting Phillips Exeter Acade-
my on Saturday at 12:00 p.m. 

C.BARBIE/THE PHILLIPIAN

Emily Mara ’25 battles for control of the puck.

Girls Hockey Enters Exeter 
Rivalry with an Optimistic, 

Energized, and Resilient 
Mindset

PATRICIA TRAN

With a 12-4-4 season record, 
Andover Girls Hockey hopes 
to continue its success against 
Phillips Exeter Academy this 
Saturday in addition to clinch-
ing a higher playoff seed. The 
return of the Andover/Exeter 
rivalry after a one season pause 
makes the team even more an-
ticipatory of this year’s match-
up.

According to Lexi Secreto 
’22, having home ice will be 
an advantage for Andover. Not 
only will it allow for a higher 
energy fan section, but also, 
the team can use the energy as 
momentum in the playoffs lat-
er on. 

“Especially since it’s at 
home, it’s going to be really 
good energy for the team. We’ll 
really need that good energy 
going into the playoffs… Some-
times we feel like the game is 
going out a bit longer, or we 
kind of get into these lows. 
So we definitely need to work 
on keeping the energy super 
high,” said Secreto. 

Despite Exeter’s weaker re-
cord this season, the team will 
not take chances in assuming 
Exeter’s skill level, according 
to Deanna Buenzow ’23. With 
both sides fighting equally for 
the win, anything can happen. 

“I do not think Exeter has 
a good record this year, but as 
we have seen from other scores 
throughout the league this sea-
son, anyone can beat anyone. 
We can’t come out flat like we 
did on Saturday because no 

team, especially our rival, is 
going to come into the game 
giving us a win,” wrote Buen-
zow in an email to The Phillip-
ian.

To clinch a top seed in the 
playoffs, Andover/Exeter is 
a must-win game. However, 
the team is just focusing on 
one game at a time in order 
to maintain maximum focus 
and to alleviate some pressure 
during playoff season, accord-
ing to Annabel Curry ’25.

“Right now, we’re just fo-
cusing on taking one game at a 
time. That’s how we’ve always 
been doing it. Never looking 
too far ahead because every 
game matters in terms of play-
off season,” said Curry.

In order to defeat Exeter, 
Keira Harder ’23 believes the 
team needs to bring the same 
resilience it found in the re-
cent Worcester game. Against 
Worcester, the team went into 
the third period down by one 
and ultimately won by scoring 
three goals in two minutes.

“[An] example of our resil-
iency as a team would prob-
ably be the Worcester game 
this past Saturday when we 
went down by a goal in the first 
twenty seconds of the game. 
But we kept working hard, get-
ting great looks on net and in 
the last two and half minutes 
of the game, we went ahead 
3-1. I think our team has a lot of 
heart and I’m super excited go-
ing into this next week,” wrote 
Harder in an email to The Phil-
lipian.

Andover Girls Hockey will 
host Exeter this Saturday at 
12:00 p.m.

PATRICIA TRAN

Marie-Eve Marleau ’22 and Gretchen Swartz ’23 attack the net two on one.
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GIRLSBASKETBALL

C.BARBIE/THE PHILLIPIAN
Shea Freda ’24 lines up for the face off.

Andover Girls Basketball Prepares for 
Exeter with ‘Team Chemistry’ 

On and Off Court

With a roster of primarily 
underclassmen, Andover Girls 
Basketball will feature many 
players who have never ex-
perienced the historic Ando-
ver/Exeter rivalry due to last 
year’s season cancellation. An-
dover Girls Varsity Basketball 
will face Exeter at home this 
Saturday at 3:30 p.m. 

According to Co-Captain 
Hope Nardone ’23, the energy 
at Andover/Exeter is always 
high no matter the score on 
the board. She noted that the 
excitement increases for the 
team because of the players 
who had never played in A/E 
games. 

“I think we are all really 
excited. A/E is always a real-

ly good time, no matter really 
what the standings are, but 
it’s always a pretty close game 
I think, just cause it’s a lot of 
energy and high pressure sit-
uations so I think I’m excited 
for it. I think the team is excit-
ed for it,  a lot of the girls seem 
excited for it. Everyone except 
for 4 of the players, it’s their 
first A/E on the varsity team 
so that’s pretty exciting,” Nar-
done said. 

Ava Davey ’25 explained 
how the team has bonded over 
the season. She emphasized 
that team chemistry off the 
court has improved overall 
play on the court. 

“I think that besides the 
win we want to have the most 
energy, excitement, and hard 
work that we have had all sea-
son. We all have put 100 per-

cent effort in all season and I 
know we are all looking for-
ward to this rivalry. I think 
we are excited to show off all 
of the things we have learned 
this season as well, also we 
have become way closer as a 
team so that makes our team 
chemistry better when we are 
on and off the court,” said Dav-
ey.

Nardone highlighted the 
aspects of the game that will 
benefit the team against Ex-
eter. She also mentioned how 
the availability of early prac-
tices this week will help fur-
ther prepare the team for the 
game.

“We’ll work on moving the 
ball on offense, transition de-
fense. I think [helping] de-
fense and boxing out are al-
ways two things we can work 
on and improve on, and those 
have kind of been themes for 
this year, so we will continue 
to do that with the practices. 
It’s really nice because this 
week we have all early prac-
tices, and sometimes we have 
late practices from 7-8:30. I 
think that will actually help a 
lot with our mentality and en-
ergy,” Nardone explained.  

Davey expressed the team’s 
general excitement to show 
how hard they have been 
working all season. She also 
noted the team’s overall im-
provement this season.

“We are super pumped 
up and we are continuously 
working as hard as we can at 
practice. Our teamwork and 
high energy [have] really kept 
us on top of our game as well. 
Plus our defense and offense 
also continues to get stronger 
every practice,” said Davey.

Editor’s Note: Hope Nardone 
’23 is a News Editor for The 
Phillipian
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BOYSBASKETBALL

Boys Basketball Loses 
Overtime Game Against

Belmont Hill, Beats Thayer and Deerfield

The timer slowly ticked down 
as the score between Andover 
and Belmont Hill got closer 
and closer. The buzzer goes off 
just as a player on the opposing 
team chucks the ball at the back-
board. The crowd was stunned 
to see the ball go into the basket, 
sending Boys Basketball into its 
first ever overtime game of the 
season. Despite putting up a val-
iant effort, the team eventually 
lost 78-81. 

Fortunately, Andover beat 
Thayer and Deerfield 75-58 
and 67-43 respectively, meaning 
that it’s game against Phillips 
Academy Exeter will determine 
whether or not the team clinch-
es a playoff spot. The team’s re-
cord now stands at 11-10.

According to Jordan Rayford 
’22 and Davian McDonald ’25, 
the team played well offensively 
against Belmont Hill. However, 
its lack of strength in the paint 
as well as it’s defensive play led 
to their loss.

Rayford said, “I think of-
fensively we played very well. 
I think our problem was re-
bounding on defense, and then 
just getting stops at times. But 
I think on offense, we were fine 
for the most part. I think the 
reason we probably lost in the 
end was by just rebounding and 
defense.”

McDonald added, “We 
played really good on offense. I 
think that our main problem is 
they got 42 offensive rebounds. 
So even if you’re playing good 
defense, you put the shot up and 
get the rebound and be able to 
put it back. That’s how they got 
that game winner because they 
got an offensive rebound. That’s 
not a problem, but I mean, we 

played pretty good. You could 
have played better of course, but 
it was pretty good.”

According to Robert Nyam-
waya ’24, there are certain im-
provements the team could 
make both offensively and de-
fensively.

“I think offensively we can 
work on spacing and moving the 
ball, because sometimes we’ll be 
stuck and we’ll have nowhere 
to go. I think if we have more 
spacing around the court, on the 
offensive side, we’ll give him a 
lot more open shots… [Defen-
sively,] I think we can work on 
help defense and communica-
tion. Sometimes you get mixed 
up on who’s guarding who and 
where they’re guarding them, 
so I think if we can communi-
cate a little better, then we’ll 
be a stronger defensive team,” 
Nyamwaya said.

In the past, the team has 
found itself losing momen-
tum during the second half of 
the game, according to Diego 
Velez ’24. By playing intensely 
throughout the full 48 minutes 
of the game, rather than slowing 
down after the first half, Velez 
believes the team can make ma-
jor improvements. 

“I think we can work on fin-
ishing games better. Usually we 
do pretty well in the first half, 
but then in the second half, 
we kind of slow up. So I think 
there’s always like short little 
parts of the games, where teams 
kind of make a comeback against 
us. And sometimes we end up 
pulling away, but sometimes it 
doesn’t go very well. And we end 
up losing the game. So that al-
most did happen [against Thay-
er],” Velez said. 

According to Keenan Sparks 
’24 and Velez, the team did well 
offensively by making a lot of 
shots in the game against Deer-

field. However, it can improve 
defensively, similar to the game 
against Belmont Hill.

Sparks said, “In the second 
half, we played much better 
than the first half. And I think 
that really helped us and I think 
our ball movement was really 
good. And just making the next 
pass and trying to get great shots 
instead of good shots. I think 
that’s really what Coach [Terrell 
Ivory] emphasized.” 

Venez added, “I think one 
thing we can do better is defi-
nitely rebounding, especially 
against a team like Deerfield 
who’s not [as strong as our 
team]. One thing they are good 
at is causing trouble for teams 
that are better than them. They 
do this by getting a bunch of re-
bounds and hustling more than 
other teams. And that’s what 
really keeps them in games most 
of the time, and we kind of have 
been victims of that twice now. 
But we still pulled away with the 
win.”

Sparks believes that the best 
way that the team can succeed 
is by mentally preparing for the 
next game. In their final game 
against Exeter, Sparks hopes the 
team will play with a positive 
mindset. 

Sparks said, “I think our 
mindset going into the game is 
what’s most important. I think if 
we’re not ready to attack the de-
fense in an aggressive manner or 
just not prepared for the game, 
that’s what’s going to hurt us… I 
think we just need to keep doing 
the things we’ve been doing in 
the past… and not revert back to 
how we played against whoever 
we lost or whenever we didn’t 
play to the best of our ability.”

Boys Basketball will next face 
a must win game against Exeter 
this Saturday to determine it’s 
fate in the playoffs.
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Diego Velez ’24 scans the court for an open pass.

MONISHA KATHIKA

Boys Basketball Looks 
Forward To Exeter Game as 

Necessary Win

Andover Boys Basketball has 
had an incredible season with 
wins, losses, and a single over-
time game against Belmont Hill. 
The team looks forward to the 
game against Phillips Exeter 
Academy on Saturday, as well as 
the two other games this week 
which will serve as the decid-
ing factors of whether or not the 
team will make it to the playoffs. 

According to Davian McDon-
ald ’25, the team is planning on 
taking each game step by step. 
This means focusing on Exeter 
after the other two games. 

“Especially since we have 
to win the next three games to 
make the playoffs, we are focus-
ing more on just taking it step 
by step and we just want to win 
every game… So right now we’re 
just focusing on Thayer and 
Deerfield but when it comes to 
[the game against Exeter,] we 
will get ready for it,” McDonald 
said.

According to Jordan Ray-
ford ’22, the game against Ex-
eter has been highly anticipat-
ed throughout the entirety of 
the season. While preparation 
for the game against Exeter 
has been no different than any 
other, it has been in the back of 
many players’ minds for a very 
long time.

Rayford said, “I think just 
all of our games are kind of like 
practice and then practice is just 
extra practice for getting ready 
for A/E. I know Exeter is going 
to be a hard game but I think we 
kind of just prepared for that 
game throughout the season. I 
don’t think we’ve done anything 
specifically just for Exeter, but I 
think throughout the season, we 

kind of prepared ourselves for 
that game.”

According to Rayford and 
Robbie Nyamwaya ’24, the re-
nowned rivalry between Ando-
ver and Exeter will hopefully 
aid in the win due to the crowd’s 
enthusiasm.

Rayford said, “I think it would 
definitely help us just because I 
think whenever people come to 
watch, we do pretty well. I think 
the crowd will definitely help us 
out.”

Nyamwaya added, “I think 
it’ll definitely help us because 
I know our fan base is super 
strong. When we hit a three or 
get a dove, the adrenaline that 
our players get from the fan 
crowd is amazing, so I think it’ll 
help us in the long run.”

While the game against Ex-
eter brings more pressure than 
most others, McDonald believes 
that it is important that the team 
plays it no differently than in 
any other game if they hope to 
succeed.

“Even though obviously the 
stakes are higher… we also don’t 
want to play differently be-
cause you want to play the same 
you’ve been playing all year. We 
know it’s coming up soon and 
we want to play our best.” Mc-
Donald said.

Nyamwaya emphasized the 
importance of understanding 
the opposition. Nyamwaya be-
lieves that this will allow An-
dover to take advantage in the 
game.

Nyamwaya said, “Exeter’s 
a good team. So we’ll need to 
know their strengths and weak-
nesses, so we can capitalize off 
of what we know and execute 
that… I think we’ll review some 
of Exeter’s specific plays, and 
specific players and how to 
counter them effectively.”

MONISHA KATHIKA
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Keenan Sparks ’24 jukes opposing defender.

GIRLSSWIMMING&DIVING

Among the first of the var-
sity Andover/Exeter con-
tests, Andover Girls Swim-
ming & Diving claimed a win 
on Saturday at Exeter. Behind 
by four points in the later half 
of the meet, the team swiftly 
came back with a final score 
of 100-86. 

According to Lilliana Keim 
’25, the event was charac-
terized by high energy and 
adrenaline as many swim-
mers achieved personal 
bests. Keim described her 
highlight of the meet as the 
100-Meter breaststroke.

“[My highlight] was defi-
nitely after the [100-Meter] 
breaststroke because when 
we finished with swim, I was 
swimming down for rest, and 
I got out of the pool and [Ar-
iana Zhao ’25] was there and 
everyone started rushing 
over and hugged me. That 
was one of the best moments 
of my whole time there,” said 
Keim.

In particular, Valencia 
Zhang ’25 highlighted Zhao’s 
record-breaking performanc-
es. Despite the pressure that 
was placed on her for many 
of the events, Zhao’s relent-
lessness led to breaking three 
records that day.

“Ariana really pulled out 
all the stops—she had a lot of 
pressure on her… and she got 

the Andover/Exeter record 
for that, which was amazing. 
Also, she had us in a lot of 
events, back to back, and the 
pressure was definitely on for 
her. She got like three Ando-
ver/Exeter records during 
the whole meet, which is just 
crazy. I’m really proud of her. 
She was a little nervous be-
fore and rightfully so, but she 
did really, really well,” said 
Zhang.

According to Co-Captain 
Grace Hwang ’22, despite the 
many successes, there are still 
areas of improvement for the 
upcoming big events. Hwang 
commented on Andover’s re-
action to Exeter winning the 
first relay race. Hwang hopes 
that the team can see past the 
scores, have high spirit, and 
continue fighting.

Hwang said, “We did well 
with keeping up the energy 
throughout the whole meet… 
and then I guess something 
that we could work on… I 
think [for] the first relay Ex-
eter had won, we were a little 
bit down, but I was like, ‘It’s 
okay guys, it’s only the first 
event. We are going to do 
good throughout the day.’ So 
just making sure little things 
like that don’t really get to us 
[will be important].”

Hwang finds value in 
demonstrating leadership 
through kindness and hard 
work and hopes to be some-
one her teammates can learn 
from and lean on.

“I hope that I am being 
kind to everyone and making 
sure I’m including everyone, 
because I think that’s a very 
big part of being in a team. I 
hope that I can show a posi-
tive attitude towards [every-

thing]... and [that the team] 
just have fun no matter what. 
I hope that I could also be 
someone that [team mem-
bers] can rely on and be open 
to whatever concerns,” said 
Hwang.

Echoing Hwang’s com-
ments on leading the team, 
Zhang also gave accolades to 
the swim captains. Zhang ex-
pressed gratitude for the op-
portunity to be able to learn 
from the Co-Captains and 
hopefully fill the captain’s 
spots in the future.

“The captains are my fa-
vorite people... They are just 
so supportive, and you get 
this sense of leadership and 
maturity from them. It’s re-
ally good because I feel like I 
look up to them,” said Zhang. 

Zhang expressed her ex-
citement regarding the team 
this year. For the upcoming 
meets, Zhang hopes for both 
team and individual success-
es. More importantly, she 
hopes to enjoy the experi-
ence all the while being com-
petitive.

“I just hope that our team 
continues to do well. We have 
a really solid team this year, 
and it’s really fun to compete. 
[The season]—it’s just wrap-
ping up so soon. I’m just hop-
ing that we all have fun. And 
I know that we will because 
New Englands and Easterns 
is a big deal, and I’m really 
excited for them. I hope to 
have fun,” said Zhang.

Girls Swimming & Diving 
will prepare for Easterns and 
the New England Champion-
ships in the upcoming weeks.

Girls Swimming & Diving Beats Exeter
100-86 as They Prepare for Easterns and 

New England Championships

NABILAH NAZAR Boasting a 15-10 record, An-
dover Boys Hockey looks to tri-
umph over Phillips Exeter Acad-
emy following a disheartening 
3-2 loss earlier in the season. A 
win against Exeter would not 
only boost the team’s spot in the 
playoffs but also potentially give 
it a home game in the first round. 

Although the loss earlier in 
the season was disheartening, 
the team will not let that deter it 
from seeking a victory this time 
around. According to defensem-
an Danny Rekoske ’23, the strate-
gy will remain the same, howev-
er, as the team has accumulated 
experience and knowledge since 
its last face off.

“Obviously, we did not like 
losing to Exeter the first time 
we saw them this year, but no 
changes have been made in our 
systems from that game to now. 
We know what we have to do, 
and it was just a matter of not 
executing properly when we 
played them the first time. It’s 
later in the season now, and we 
have had more time to practice 
our systems and have been see-
ing good results in games. While 
the game plan is the same, we are 
not the same team as when we 
first played them and hopefully 

we will come out and show that 
on Saturday,” said Rekoske.

According to Assistant Coach 
Patrick Pothel, the team will 
need to get off to a good start in 
order to beat Exeter. Although 
that has been a minor issue 
during the season, the players 
are prepared to execute this time 
around.

Assistant Coach Pothel said, 
“We haven’t been as consistent 
as we would like this season in 
starting the game on a high note, 
but I suspect the players will be 
ready for this game emotional-
ly and physically, and hopefully 
that will translate to a win. 

According to Nolan Roche ’23, 
despite falling short previously, 
the team is feeling confident in 
its ability to win this game. Roche 
noted that in order to come out 
victorious, Andover Boys Hock-
ey will need to outwork Exeter.

“This is a really big game for 
us. We played them earlier in the 
year. We lost to a really late goal, 
which was unfortunate. I firmly 
believe that we are a better team 
than them—we are more skilled, 
more talented, so we just need 
to outwork them. And we have 
a great goalie, Shane Shelest ’22. 
So this will definitely be a big 
game, but we are better for sure,” 
said Roche.

Andover will host Exeter on 
Saturday at 2:10 p.m.

TYLER PARKER

Boys Hockey Hopes to Defeat 
Exeter on Road to Playoffs

BOYSHOCKEY
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Joey Zheng ’23 prepares to break into the zone.
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Despite a constant domi-
nance in the paint provided 
by Kiley Buckley ’23 as well as 
good ball movement, Andover 

Girls Basketball fell to Choate 
52-61, Hotchkiss 55-61, and 
Holderness 49-56. After three 
straight losses, the team’s re-
cord now stands at 10-12.

According to Hope Nardone 
’23, the team moved the ball ex-
tremely well in its game against 
Hotchkiss. The team consis-
tently cut to the basket, which 
created easy scoring opportu-
nities.

“I think our second game 
against Hotchkiss, especially 
in the beginning of the game, 
we did a really good job mov-
ing the ball, which is something 
we don’t do that good of a job, 
[and it] was exciting. Just like 
passing and cutting, taking a 
pass, making a pass… I think 
another thing we did well was 
transition. That’s been kind of a 
theme the past couple of days: 
running with the ball, getting 
some easy buckets,” said Nar-
done.

According to Emerson Buck-
ley ’25, the team excelled at 
transition defense. Despite this, 

Buckley sees room for improve-
ment in controlling rebounds 
on the defensive end.

“I think as a team we did 
well with our transition de-
fense—we got back on defense 
well, but with that being said, 
I think we need to work on our 
help defense because when 
it was there we got stops and 
rebounds, but when it wasn’t 
there, we really got killed in the 
paint,” stated Buckley.

Nardone further described 
how the team did a great job 
getting over screens during 
its games against Choate and 
Hotchkiss. Something the team 
could improve on is limiting 
fouls while transitioning on de-
fense.

“Defensively, I think getting 
over screens. We worked a lit-
tle bit on that in practice, and 
I think there is obviously still 
room for improvement, but I 
think compared to other games 
we did a better job of talking to 
each other and getting over the 
screen instead of under because 

Choate did have some good 
shooters. Some things we could 
have done better on defense, 
I think [with] help defense, 
we were a little bit late, so we 
fouled, and it wasn’t too effec-
tive. Also, both teams we played 
were good with screen and roll, 
pick and roll, so we could have 
done a better job guarding the 
roller,” said Nardone.

Nardone highlighted 
Co-Captain Kiley Buckley ’23 
as an outstanding player during 
the team’s games against Cho-
ate and Hotchkiss. Buckley is 
a reliable player who typically 
takes command under the bas-
ket, according to Nardone.

“I think Kiley played pret-
ty well in both of [the games]. 
She’s just a very consistent, 
dominant player. Very strong, 
and rebounds well. I think you 
can always count on Kiley to 
get some easy buckets,” said 
Nardone.

Sadie Pease ’24 also high-
lighted Buckley as well as Nar-
done in the team’s game against 

Holderness. The team has been 
working hard on their defense 
this season, and their efforts 
paid off in a successful defen-
sive performance.

“[Kiley Buckley ’23 and Hope 
Nardone ’23] constantly play 
like they want to win, and they 
push past just playing, but also 
aim[ing] to encourage other 
players to play the way they do. 
So they play with a little more 
fire than others do,” said Pease. 

Pease continued, “I think the 
team did well defensively. In 
practice, we have been pound-
ing defensive drills, boxing out 
and rebounding, and it’s start-
ing to come out in our play, so 
that felt like a success.”

Girls Basketball will face 
Phillips Exeter Academy and 
looks to end its losing streak 
through the final regular season 
game against Exeter.

Editor’s Note: Hope Nardone 
’23 is a News Editor for The 
Phillipian

MEG STINEMEN

Girls Basketball Falls to Hotchkiss, Choate, and 
Holderness Despite Strong Defensive Performances

Andover Boys Varsity Hockey Beats Brooks and BB&N, Falls Short to NMH 

TYLER PARKER Coming off of two strong 
wins against BB&N and Brooks, 
Andover fell short to North-
field Mount Hermon (NMH) 
8-3. Despite its late surge in the 
3rd period, Andover was un-
able to close the gap to NMH. 
Its record now stands at 15-11. 

According to defenseman 
Danny Rekoske ’23, the two 
wins prior to NMH were con-
fidence boosters. As the team 
heads into the final games of 
the season, they will be pre-
pared to play their best. 

Rekoske said, “Both games 
were won pretty easily, but I 
think the biggest challenge 
was the three games we lost 
in a row before Brooks. We 
did not want to continue that 

losing streak and it put a lot of 
pressure on that Brooks game. 
I thought we rose to the chal-
lenge and getting the win was 
huge heading into the final 
week of games and A/E. I think 
we have great team chemistry, 
and everyone is always pretty 
positive, and even as we face 
some challenges and the stress 
builds up on guys, we try to 
be supportive of one another. 
Like I said earlier, the losses 
were tough and started to take 
a toll on the team, but getting 
those two wins was great for 
the team.” 

According to Coach Pat-
rick Pothel, and Instructor in 
French, Co-Captain Patrick 
Last ’22 was a significant factor 
in the team’s success in their 
two wins this week. His lead-
ership on and off the ice helped 
propel the team to victory. 

Pothel said, “I would say 
Patrick Last [’22] was instru-
mental, as he led the team with 
five points, and his continued 
leadership on the team.”

“After the first period 
[against BB&N] we were only 
up by 1 goal, and it felt like 
we weren’t playing very well, 
we weren’t playing to our po-
tential. Thankfully the boys 
responded in the 2nd and 3rd 
period and really opened up an 
insurmountable lead by maxi-
mizing their skills and ability,” 
added Pothel. 

The team’s consistent hard 
work in practice is really start-
ing to translate in games, es-
pecially against Brooks and 
BB&N, according to Rekoske. 

He stressed the importance of 
teammates pushing each other 
in practice in order to get bet-
ter.

Rekoske said, “I think it’s 
just the consistency that we 
practice with. Everyday we 
show up trying to get better, 
and to see that finally culmi-
nate in a good game against 
Brooks and a big win over 
BB&N sort of puts that hard 
work into perspective.”

“In preparation for our up-
coming games we have been 
continuing to work on our sys-
tems, whether it’s forcheck-
ing, defensive zone, or special 
teams. We continue to work on 
them in the hopes that it will 

translate in the games.” added 
Coach Pothel

Against NMH, the team 
came out of the gates flat and 
got down early in the game, ul-
timately unable to come back 
from a big deficit, according to 
Nolan Roche ’23.

Roche said, “NMH was 
definitely a challenge for us. 
We came out flat and we were 
down a lot going into the third 
period. It was all about playing 
tough and keeping the game 
close and we kept it even with 
them in the third period.”

Andover Boys Hockey looks 
to finish the regular season 
strong this Saturday against 
Exeter followed by the New Robert Corkey ’23 fends off BB&N player.
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Anodver looks for a scoring opportunity.

Andover/Exeter Schedule:

Boys Hockey: Saturday 2/26  2:10 p.m. at the Harrison 
Rink

Girls Hockey: Saturday 2/26 12:00 p.m. at the Harrison 
Rink

Boys Basketball: Saturday 2/26 1:30 p.m. at the Borden 
Gym

Girls Basketball: Saturday 2/26 3:30 p.m. at the Borden 
Gym



B6 SPORTS T h e  P h i l l i p i a n February 25, 2022



February 25, 2022 T h e  P h i l l i p i a n ARTS B7

ELIZABETH CHOU/THE PHILLIPIAN

SARAH HASSANEIN
 & ATHENA RHEE

Andover Theatre Department’s Urinetown Presents a Satirical Take on Capitalism and 
Climate Change

Conducted by Derek Jaco-
by, the Chamber Orchestra 
performed four pieces at the 
Cochran Chapel this past 
Sunday, featuring two of this 
fall’s Senior Concerto Com-
petition winners: Elizabeth 
Zhang ’22 and Cathy Cho 
’22. Zhang played a piece ar-
ranged for piano and orches-
tra by Chopin called Andante 
Spianato et Grande Polonaise, 
while Cho performed the first 
movement of the Mendels-
sohn Violin Concerto in E mi-
nor. 

“I was impressed by [the 
performance] overall, because 
some pieces were more emo-
tional and some pieces were 

more technical, and then the 
people were just really, real-
ly good. I know it was  a long 
concert, like one hour and a 
half, but people were playing 
really well. I was super im-
pressed by their performance. 
[...] I think the soloists defi-
nitely make the performance 
unique because at least at An-
dover, I haven’t seen a soloist 
accompanied by the entire or-
chestra here,” said audience 
member Jenny Jin ’24.

Inspired by Eden Cui ’19, 
one of the senior soloists who 
performed in her junior year, 
Cho has dreamt of playing as 
a soloist with an orchestra 
ever since, and winning the 
Senior Concerto Competition 
gave her this special oppor-
tunity. For this concert, Cho 

chose the Mendelssohn Con-
certo because she felt that its 
popularity would allow even 
non-musical audience mem-
bers to enjoy its well-known 
melody and appreciate classi-
cal music. 

“I’m excited to share my 
music with other people.[...] 
To play with an orchestra as a 
soloist, it’s a huge opportuni-
ty. And it’s the first time I’m 
ever doing this. So I’m really 
looking forward to that, I’m 
really looking forward to just 
delivering this music.“ said 
Cho, before the performance. 

Pianist Zhang echoed sim-
ilar sentiments toward her 
soloist opportunity. Original-
ly inspired in her Music-400 
class taught by Dr. Jacoby,  
Zhang was excited to have the 
chance to play the piano with 
an accompaniment orchestra. 
She is very familiar with the 
Chopin piece, picking it up 
recently after a two year hia-
tus, giving her a new and re-
freshing take on it.

 “[I thought] that it would 
be really unique to perform 
this [piece] with the sympho-
ny, because I’ve performed it 
solo many times before, I’ve 
heard it solo many times be-
fore, but I rarely ever hear it 
with the symphony. [...] Be-
ing able to have the chance to 
play with the orchestra, with 
Dr. Jacoby conducting, it feels 
very [much like] a full circle, 
and it’s a great way to end se-
nior year,” said Zhang.

During the performance, 
playing as accompaniment 
required the orchestra mem-
bers to be especially aware 
and sensitive to not overshad-
ow the soloist, as opposed to a 
purely orchestral piece. They 

had to adjust to Zhang’s and 
Cho’s tempo and dynamics in 
addition to closely following 
the conductor.

“We have to adapt to what-
ever Cathy’s playing. So if 
she decides to play this part 
faster, then we would have to 
match that tempo, so it was 
hard trying to get those de-
tails right. But once we did get 
it, it sounded great. And also, 
in terms of dynamics, we have 
to play quieter so that Cathy 
can be heard, so listening to 
the soloists and changing how 
we’re playing and adapting to 
her, that’s the biggest thing I 
learned.” said violist Lindsey 
Lee ’25.

Following the soloists, the 
chamber orchestra continued 
the concert with two more 
pieces, the darker yet lively 

String Quartet no. 8 by Shosta-
kovich and the Symphony 
no. 88 in G major by Haydn. 
Overall, the soloists brought 
a new element of inspiration 
and admiration to audience 
and chamber members alike. 
Looking forward, the orches-
tra will have a chance to play 
with the final Senior Concer-
to winner, Brendon Chung 
’22, in the spring.

“I especially enjoyed per-
forming and listening to the 
soloists, Elizabeth and Cathy, 
because I know that they 
practiced a lot and prepared 
a lot for their performances. 
And they did really well un-
der pressure. So I’m glad that 
the performances went well 
for them.” said bassist Rachel 
Bong ’23.

AVA CHEN
& SOPHIE STAII

 Senior Concerto Winners Cathy Cho ’22 and Elizabeth Zhang ’22 
Perform in Unique Orchestral Opportunity

Circling around the stage while 
captivating the crowd with flashy 
dance moves, a cast of colorful 
characters immersed the audi-
ence in their dystopian home-
town with the opening number, 
“Urinetown”, bringing the unique 
charm of the musical to the Ando-
ver community. Organized by An-
dover’s Theatre Department, the 
production presented a total of 4 
shows across the weekend, each 
one eliciting eruptive applause 
and laughter from the audience. 

Urinetown is a satirical take on 
describing a dystopian future in 
which climate change and large 
corporations prevent people from 
urinating for free. Sebastian Cynn 
’24, cast as Mr. McQueen and 
Robby the Stockfish, commented 
on how the musical tackles this 
balance.

 “I think it’s a funny musical, 
but I also think there are a lot of 
parallels between a lot of stuff that 
you see in the play and a lot of stuff 
you see in contemporary times, 
like the threat of climate change 
gets worse, the ways corporations 
consolidate power over time…
Taking that and adding a satirical 
lens to it was something that was 
really interesting,” said Cynn.

 While the goal of the musical 
was to display the topics of cap-
italism and climate change in a 
satirical and entertaining lens, the 
production also took time to raise 
concern of what could possibly 
happen if our world does not take 

action and the crushing reality 
behind optimistic idealism. Jazzy 
Cormier ’24, one of the audience 
members, shared how these de-
picted themes impacted her.

“I took away that it is very im-
portant to stand up for what you 
believe in, even when there are 
people actively fighting against 
you, which is very common and 
very important. I think the show 
was great,” Cormier said.

 Not only did the storyline set 

this production apart from musi-
cals from previous years,  but how 
the stage was formatted also made 
Urinetown particularly mem-
orable. Simi Gandhi ’24, cast as 
daughter of a C.E.O. of a large cor-
poration, Hope Cladwell, explains 
how the centered placement of 
the stage was an element that al-
lowed the actors to narrate their 
story in a multi-dimensional way.

 “This one.. is in the round, 
which means there’s an audi-

ence on all four sides and I don’t 
think that’s typically been done 
at Phillips…And also for the ac-
tors, it’s a great challenge. It’s 
fun to play to all four sides of the 
audience. It helps us develop the 
story that we’re telling in a way 
that wouldn’t really be possible 
if it was just a normal, one sided 
house theater,” said Gandhi.

In order to produce this musi-
cal, it was important for the cast 
to rehearse everyday after school 

and on most weekends. Marissa 
Simeqi ‘25, the dance captain of 
the production and one of the ac-
tors, commented on how remote 
learning impacted the production 
and how the cast was able to over-
come it.

“When we came back from 
winter break, we were remote 
for a week. And that threw us off 
our tracks a little bit. Because ev-
ery moment counts when you’re 
putting together a show. So we 
got kind of thrown off and a little 
bit behind. So in the end of the 
process we were working really 
hard. But just having the support 
from the directors and the cast 
was really helpful. And we got it 
done and it was really great,” said 
Simeqi.

Although the cast faced many 
long rehearsals and other chal-
lenges like remote learning 
throughout the course of produc-
ing Urinetown, the cast formed 
a strong bond and were able to 
enjoy their performances. Cynn 
commented on how the show 
would not be possible without the 
friendship between the cast mem-
bers.

“I think the most important 
thing for us performers is just that 
we had a good time in the show 
because a lot of this showed…re-
lied on the sense of community 
between the cast and having us all 
support each other…I hope that 
everyone comes away with this 
with a happy experience and the 
amazing fact that we managed to 
put this show together and do 4 
shows this weekend,” said Cynn.

C.MURPHY/ THE PHILLIPIANC.MURPHY/ THE PHILLIPIAN
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M.DOUCETTE/ THE PHILLIPIAN

Ensemble members closing out a number. Facing all four sides of the audience, the 360-degree staging allowed 
performers to experiment with performer-audience dynamics.

Cathy Cho ‘22 plays the Mendelssohn Violin Concerto in E minor.
M.DOUCETTE/ THE PHILLIPIAN

Pianist Elizabeth Zhang ‘22 and conductor Derek Jacoby share a hug.
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Paired with a silvery-gray 
leather jacket, Kierah Harris ’25 
dons an electric blue jumpsuit 
with buttons down the front, lead-
ing to a geometric cutout. She fin-
ishes the outfit with black boots 
and silver hoop earrings.

“Ever since I was younger, I’ve 
always been interested in fash-
ion. It really hasn’t become a big 
thing until 2020 and now it’s just 
the way I sort of express myself. 
When people see me the first 
thing they see is what I wear. So I 
kind of use that to let people get a 
look of what I’m like,” said Harris.

Harris’s style started to develop 
in 2019, initially following fashion 
trends like skinny jeans, leggings, 
and crop tops. However, her style 
began to evolve  as TikTok fash-
ion trends rose to prominence. 
Harris experimented with differ-
ent styles made popular on the 
app, but felt that they never truly 
fit her. As of now, while she still 
draws some  inspiration from cer-
tain trends, she makes sure they 
do not embody her sense of style 
entirely.

“Right now, I don’t necessarily 
follow trends– I feel like it’s okay 
to follow [them], but I don’t want 
my whole style to be surrounded 
around them. So, I build my outfits 
off of smaller trends, but I don’t 
try to devote my entire wardrobe 
to them,” said Harris.

Despite not entirely conform-
ing to trends, Harris notes that 
various forms of visual media still 
have an impact on the clothing 
she chooses to wear. Specifical-
ly, she is inspired by the styles of 
numerous Korean influencers, 
artists and models, many of which 
are involved with the K-pop mu-
sic industry. 

“ I really like Jennie Kim’s [ 
from BLACKPINK] style, and also 
Hwang Hyunjin from Stray Kids. I 
take a lot of inspiration from Kore-
an fashion and models in general. 
A lot of Korean fashion consists of 
neutral tones, which is something 
I incorporate into my wardrobe. 
There’s also a lot of oversized 
clothing involved, so also I wear a 
lot of that,” said Harris. 

Besides visual media, hair also 
plays a role in the clothing Harris 
chooses to wear. Because Harris 
regularly changes her hair col-

or and style, she enjoys experi-
menting with the ways in which 
she can create contrast between 
clothing and hair and  finding col-
or combinations that compliment 
each other.

“How I dress depends on my 
hairstyle, because I feel like my 
hair builds around my aesthetic. 
Whenever I change my hairstyle, 
it shifts from what I like to wear 
every day and what I want to ex-
press. I dress in more neutral col-
ors when my hair is like this, but 
when I have braids, for example, I 
dress in more bright colors,” said 
Harris.

According to friend, Inem Ana-
ko ‘25, Harris’ color palette not 
only helps to create a cohesive 
outfit but also helps to express her 
personality. Anako shares about 
the powerful impact Harris’ style 
decisions had on her first impres-
sion.

“So there’s this one outfit she 
wore that I remember. She wore 
a bright blue jumpsuit and when 
I saw her, it was the first day of 
school and she just gave off bub-

  ehs taht dna taht morf sebiv ylb
liked wearing bright colors,” said 
Anako. 

Just as it did with Anaka, Har-
ris hopes that her style will con-
tinue to portray her fun person-
ality, serving as a glimpse into her 
warmth and kindness.

“I really just want to give off 
welcoming [energy], and a lot of 
people say my outfits give off re-
ally bubbly vibes, so I just take it,” 
said Harris. 

Look of the Week: Kierah Harris ‘25 
Uses Visual Media as Inspiration for her Clothing 

CHLOE RHEE
 &  ALICIA ZHANG

Exploring Music in Nashville, Alumna Willow Zhu ’21 
Will Return to Andover to Perform at 2022 Coffeehouse
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After releasing her E.P. “High 
School” in May 2021, Willow Zhu 
’21 is proving herself  to be a mu-
sical force, and she has no signs 
of stopping any time soon. Tak-
ing a gap year to focus on music 
after graduating from Andover, 
Zhu moved to Nashville, TN in 
mid-January. Throughout this 
past month, she has been able to 
immerse herself in the city’s mu-
sical scene, learning and evolving 
as an artist.  

 “This is something I’ve want-
ed to do since freshman year 
since I came to Nashville for the 
first time. I’ve always thought to 
myself, ‘Okay, this is what I want 
to do before college.’ Because of 
Covid-19 I didn’t know if it was 
going to be able to happen. But it 
ended up working out well, and 
here in Nashville I’ve been doing 
a ton of music, songwriting, per-
forming, and networking,” said 
Zhu.  

Despite having only been in 
Nashville for a month, Zhu be-
lieves that she has been able to 

grow both musically and stylisti-
cally thanks to the city’s welcom-
ing and inclusive environment. 
Supported by her fellow musi-
cians and artists, Zhu finds her-
self constantly inspired to create, 
grow, and try new things. 

“I absolutely love Nashville 
because I think it is a city of cre-
ators. There’s a place for any sort 
of musician, whether you’re a 
writer, artist, or both. I have found 
that it is such a great environment 
to create in, because everyone 
around me is constantly pushing 
each other, and supporting each 
other to be the best that they can 
be,” said Zhu.  

Especially after the release of 
her E.P. “High School” last year, 
Zhu believes that Nashville has 

  gninimreted ni tnatropmi neeb
where she wants to take her mu-
sic next. Surrounded by numer-
ous forms of music and embark-
ing on new adventures, she thinks 
that her experiences have both 
enhanced and inspired the con-
tent of her future work. 

 “I’ve taken the time to relax a 
bit and live life in Nashville while 
being in the process of discover-
ing what’s next for me. I’m just 

trying to take in as much as I can, 
and hopefully use the experienc-
es and lessons I’m learning here 
in my future music and my songs. 
Because I’m always writing, I’ll 
hopefully have some cool projects 
come up soon,” said Zhu. 

 This year, Holly Barnes, In-
structor of Music, is inviting Zhu 
back to Andover to perform at 
Coffee House, an event for Barnes’ 
students in MUS 480 (Songwrit-
ing Workshop) to perform their 
music. Barnes hopes that Zhu can 
inspire her current students who 
are hoping to pursue careers in 
music.

 “It’s kind of cool to have an 
alum come back, especially one 
that’s doing it either at a degree or 
professionally in some way. A lot 
of [Zhu’s] songs are sort of story 
songs…there’s something about 
the text and the authentic way 
that she sings it. It’s very connect-
ed to her emotions that I think is 
appealing to anybody, particularly 
this age group, but really anybody 
whether you like country music 
or not, you can’t deny a great per-
formance. ” said Barnes.

 As a  former member of Barnes’ 
songwriting class, Zhu is excit-

ed to see what current students 
have written and hopes that they 
feel supported while perform-
ing. Since missing out on Coffee 
House last year, Zhu is most look-
ing forward to playing in-person 
at Andover again.

 “I’m so honored that they want 
me back. Ms. Barnes is an incredi-

ble instructor at PA, but she’s also 
just been an incredible mentor for 
me throughout my experience at 
Andover, and she’s always been so 
supportive of my music. I’m hap-
py to experience the in-person 
Coffee House again,” said Zhu.

 

SARAH HASSANEIN &  
CHLOE RHEE

COURTESY OF WILLOW ZHU

Dominant cultural narratives 
have not always accurately re-
flected the diversity of reality. 
The origins of media—specifical-
ly arts and literature—have tra-
ditionally centered around and 
catered to the white perspective, 
and the point at which both me-
diums intersect with each other 
and diverge into popular culture 
is where we see the white nar-
rative pushed for in the most ob-
vious and accessible way: comic 
books. Harmful stereotypes and 
exclusion in comic books rein-
forced the discrimination of mar-
ginalized communities, but on the 
other hand, they simultaneously 
provided an effective platform for 
introducing reform—a tactic tak-
en on by many to push back while 
establishing their significance not 
only in the present but also in the 
past. Playing a significant role in 
the artistic subversion of oppres-
sion, the Black community is one 

of many that continues to push for 
justice in specifically tackling the 
obstinate yet highly influential 
sphere of the graphic novel world. 

Especially throughout the 20th 
century and even leading up to 
the present day, the portrayals of 
Black characters in mainstream 
media were often suppressed 
to make way for ‘righteous’ and 
powerful white superheroes. 
“Our country was founded with 
the belief that, unfortunately, old-
er white men are the experts, and 
everything would fall below that. 
So, naturally, when you’re telling 
stories about good and evil, there 
is that kind of ‘white saviour com-
plex’ that [it] plays into, and your 
ideal hero has to be, not necessar-
ily older, but an established white, 
usually cisgender man,” said Ca-
sey Alexander Smith, Instructor 
in Studio Art, on the development 
of the heternormative, white stan-
dard in comic book narratives. 

To double down on the sup-
pression of Black identity, Black 

characters were often defined in 
the mainstream by racial stereo-
types and negative depictions. 
This was especially apparent in 
visual media during the decades 
preceding the Civil Rights Move-
ment. In cartoons and comic 
strips, African Americans were 
intentionally and exaggeratedly 
drawn with caricatured features. 
Will Eisiner’s cartoon character 
Ebony White as seen in The Spirit 
is especially representative of this. 
Drawn in blackface, White spoke 
with a heavy Southern accent and 
reflected the caricatures of Black 
people often found in minstrel 
shows (Moss). Even worse than 
the racially insensitive depictions 
of Black characters was a ban on 
their representation in comics 
altogether. In the 1950s, the Com-
ics Code Authority, a commercial 
juggernaut, censored numerous 
stories that included Black char-
acters, under the pretense that it 
would corrupt young audiences 
(“The Importance of Having a 
Black Superhero”). 

However, the lack of substan-
tial Black representation in main-
stream media did not indicate an 
absence of Black culture being 
celebrated in the comic book 
world; from brands and works 
like the All-Negro Comics in 
1947 to “Black Panther” in 1966, 
Black characters were gradually 
integrated into popular culture, 
standing their ground against the 
racist ideologies and serving as 
a beacon of hope for Black audi-
ences (Raphael). Similarly, mod-
ern and more niche Black comics 
have also taken to exploring and 
celebrating Black successes in 
their work, integrating specific 
elements of culture into their nar-
ratives in order to reclaim power 
over their identities. Created by 

David F. Walker, Chuck Brown, 
and Sanford Greene, Bitter Root 
uniquely represents Black iden-
tity in respect to family with a 
genre-bending story following 
the Sangerye family’s efforts to 
save Harlem Renaissance New 
York from supernatural forces. All 
the while, this engaging narrative 
addresses the relevant issues of 
racial trauma and systemic dis-
crimiation (Kogod). Characters 
and stories have also started to 
take on a more ethnic examina-
tion of Black identity as well; no-
tably, Nigerian comic-book cre-
ator Hameed Catel’s Champion 
of Dema utilizes American comic 
book and Japanese manga sto-
rytelling to represent aspects of 
African and Nigerian culture that 
are commonly misinterpreted 
or neglected by Western society 
(Chapman).    

While we see advancements in 
Black representation in the more 
contemporary era, there is still 
reform and opportunities for em-
powerment to be implemented 
from a perspective of the past. For 
Kumasi J. Barnett, an artist based 
in Baltimore, rewriting oppressive 
history in comic books is just as 
crucial to promoting representa-
tion with new content in the pres-
ent. As described by Smith, who 
organized his exhibit to be shown 
at Andover, Barnett’s trademark 
is “retelling of familiar narratives 
through the lens of comic sto-
rylines.” To subvert the 20th cen-
tury racist portrayals of reality in 
comic narratives, Barnett conveys 
that he aims to tell the true stories 
of that time. “I look at the books 
themselves and the covers, and 
I see what the narrative is there, 
and what true story would actu-
ally happen in that moment. It’s 
a little more of taking the ‘gloss’ 

off of what the story is, and telling 
what really happened so that we 
can all have a better understand-
ing of history…I am painting on 
top of history and changing the 
narrative as it goes along to create 
something that could be insert-
ed back into the past that would 
change the feeling of what [the] 
history of Black people in comics 
is,” said Barnett. 

As more Black comics and su-
perheroes take to the shiny mag-
azines and silver screens, thor-
ough and well-developed Black 
representation leaves its mark on 
society by being more than ‘just a 
fictional character.’ According to 
Smith, the connections between 
our media and our reality are in-
extricable, and “representation 
is and should be just a simple re-
flection of reality, and reality of 
media and so forth. If you are not 
exposed to different viewpoints, 
different racial identities...you 
are going to mentally believe that 
they are on the outside—they are 
not normalized, they are some-
thing else.” 

However, when representa-
tions that people can resonate are 
incorporated in narratives, as Bar-
nett mentions, those “stories that 
have multiple viewpoints, multi-
ple people, multiple shades, and 
multiple genders only enriches 
us. It doesn’t take away from the 
stories that we’re had before...I 
just want media to represent peo-
ple. Not just one person, but peo-
ple. The way we get there is really 
hard, because every time we have 
some sort of diversity, there is a 
hard retaliation because it’s some-
thing new and it’s something dif-
ferent. But it means so much for 
someone who isn’t traditionally 
represented.”

The Arts and Culture Deep Dive: 
Exploring Black Empowerment Within Comics and Media

STAFF REPORT
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Since moving to Nashville, TN in mid-January, Willow Zhu ‘21 has been 
able to learn and evolve as an artist through the city’s music scene.

Kierah Harris ‘25 styles a bright blue jumpsuit, the same fit she wore on 
the first day of school with a silver-grey leather jacket.
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Playlist of the Week 2/19: Back to the 2010s!

ASHLEY PARK
 & AYDIN HIRSCHMAN

“My go-to song is always ‘Achilles Come Down’ by Gang of 
Youths. It is based on the Iliad and the story of Troy, but I like 
to think of it in a modern-day setting as if Achilles is less of a 
demigod but rather just a boy...I am typically fond of upbeat 
songs, the kind of songs you can dance to and just not think 
too much about. But the style of Achilles Come Down has a 
very specific charm…This song is really a poetry piece with vi-
olins for background which I feel very conflicted about-- my 
opinions on this song change and that’s why I recommend 
it-- some days I feel cynical and as if nothing makes sense 
and the song is just a pathetic attempt from a random Aussie 
band. On other occasions I just sit with my headphones and 
I allow myself to appreciate it, I don’t try to understand it.”! 

Viktoria Georgieva ‘23

Ally Kim ‘24

April Arabian ‘24

Athena Rhee ‘24

“‘Are You Satisfied’ by Marina and The Diamonds. The 
lyrics embody the feeling of self-imposed pressure that 
many students can probably relate to, especially around ul-
timate and finals week. It has a satisfying melody that you 
can sing along to on late night study sessions. This song re-
minds me that I’m not alone and motivates me to do better.”

“The song I would recommend is ‘Rum n Tequila’ by John K. The song is about the process 
of moving on after breaking up, but it expresses it in a very light-hearted and sanguine way, which 
sets it apart from most break-up songs… I feel like this song is the perfect song especially such a 
stressful time of the term: finals week. We’re probably all very anxious about the insane workload 
awaiting us, and I think this is a perfect song to cheer up. I listen to this song a lot these days be-
cause as the lyrics say, it helps me numb the pain of finals, except not with rum and tequila of 
course. I know we all have to get good grades, but we can all do it without being depressed, right?”

“I would recommend ‘Sign of the Times’ by Harry Styles. 
It’s about loving someone but ultimately realizing that you 
aren’t meant for them and that your relationship patterns 
just repeat themselves. It’s definitely not a happy song, 
but I do love the chords used because of the nostalgic feel-
ings they create. I think this probably falls under pop more 
since it’s Harry Styles but I think I’m particularly drawn 
to this style of his music over his more popular songs be-
cause the emotion of the piece is captured in not only the 
lyrics but in his voice as well…The overall vibe of the song 
is what really sells it, it’s honestly a combination of the vo-
cals, the instrumentals, and the tempo of the piece itself.”

“I would recommend ‘Higher’ by Ailee feat. Yiruma. I think both the lyrics and the melo-
dy] make this song special and my friend sang it to me a long time ago when we were both feel-
ing down and that’s when I started listening to it and I listened to this song for a long time. I 
think that the melody definitely contributes because it’s very positive and sounds inspiration-
al, but the lyrics “nothing can stop you”, “going higher”, it’s a very straightforward song and it 
doesn’t have a hidden meaning or anything, it’s very positive and inspirational…When I’m go-
ing through a hard time or if I’m not feeling proud of myself, I always like to listen to it just be-
cause it makes me feel like there’s nowhere down to go and I can only go higher from this point.”

Lora Oh ‘23

Directed by Ruben Fleischer, 
the new action-adventure re-
lease, “Uncharted,” is an adap-
tation of the renowned video 
game series of the same name. 
Despite its compelling source 
material, the movie’s some-
what exciting thrills and effort 
to entertain amount to noth-
ing more than a generic action 
movie with soapy writing and 
quippy characters. While Na-
than “Nate” Drake (Tom Hol-
land) lives as an ordinary bar-
tender, his adventurer’s spirit is 
‘unlocked’ after meeting trea-
sure-hunter Victor “Sully” Sul-
livan (Mark Wahlberg), who 
recruits him on a mission to 
recover a 500-year-old lost 
fortune amassed by explorer 
Ferdinand Magellan. The two 
embark on a globe-trotting ad-
venture to find $5 billion worth 

of missing treasure, a voyage 
that takes them from Barcelo-
na cathedrals to jumping off 
planes above the Philippines. 
Warning: spoilers ahead.

Video game adaptations to 
the big screen are problemat-
ic due to one of these issues: 
either a movie struggles with 
fitting 40-50 hours of game-
play into two hours, or a movie 
has to flesh out the thin narra-
tive of a game into a two-hour 
movie. “Uncharted” somehow 
manages to fall into both of 
these traps. The movie decides 
to compile and condense all 
of Uncharted’s greatest ele-
ments—picking its favorite mo-
ments, characters, and setpiec-
es across all four games. While 
this work appeals to the collec-
tive fanbase nostalgia, it makes 
the movie needlessly convolut-
ed. What is supposed to be a 
simple adventure film becomes 
hard to follow at times. Fan-fa-

vorite characters like Chloe 
Frazer (Sophia Ali) and Sam 
Drake (Rudy Pankow)—Nate’s 
long-lost brother—from the 
second and fourth “Unchart-
ed” games are notable and 
unique additions to the movie. 
Yet, their appearances seem to 
act as fanservice or throwaway 
plot instigators; Sam especial-
ly loses most of the charm and 
personality that made him so 
lovable in the games. More-
over, the film tries to provide a 
novel experience for audiences 
through subverting their ex-
pectations, but this makes the 
already complicated network 
of characters in the movie even 
more difficult to keep track of. 
Chloe double-crosses Nate, 
Jo Braddock (Tati Gabrielle) 
replaces the main antagonist 
halfway through, and Sam—
who was thought to be alive—
is revealed to be dead, only to 
then be revealed as alive again. 
These plot points all feel cheap 
and distract from what the fo-
cus of the movie should be. The 
“Uncharted” series is first-and-
foremost an action series, and 
while the immersion of the ac-
tion carries the game, the same 
is not translated to the movie. 

If “Uncharted”—as a game—
is known for anything, it’s the 
mind-blowing designs of the 
setpieces. Hanging off a train 
only inches away from falling 
off a mountain, escaping an 
exploding sinking ship, and 
being dragged by a car around 
the city streets are all notable 

scenes involving Nathan Drake 
that are artfully depicted with 
the realistic rendering style of 
the video game. Luckily, those 
iconic setpieces have been suc-
cessfully integrated and hap-
pen to be the best part of the 
movie. Right from the film’s 
introduction, a dynamic cine-
matography sequence follows 
Nate free-falling in the air after 
being thrown out of a plane—a 
scene that will be familiar to 
game fans and is a delight to 
watch. Afterwards, the mov-
ie goes almost an entire hour 
without any full-on action 
scenes; there are limited teas-
es here and there, but nothing 
major occurs. At the end of the 
movie, Nate and Sully find the 
treasure hidden in two ships, 
only for the ships to be carried 
in the air by helicopters. Nate 
has to fight off a small army 
while the two ships collide with 
each other and nearby hills. As 
a set piece that was not in the 
games, this scene maximized 
the potential of using an IMAX 
screen, creating a feeling of be-
ing ‘encapsulated’ for the au-
dience. When Nate puts on his 
classic shoulder holster, and 
the iconic “Uncharted” music 
theme hits, you can’t help but 
buy into the spectacle. Despite 
some instances lacking the ex-
citement it seems to promise, 
the movie’s extravaganzas still 
make it an enjoyable watch.

Finally, it’s important to ad-
dress the controversial casting 
of the movie. The movie de-

cides to age every character 
down, and therefore you get 
castings like Mark Wahlberg 
as Sully, a character that is 
supposed to be 65 in the orig-
inal game. While this doesn’t 
make the movie worse by itself, 
it changes the dynamics of the 
characters and disrupts a sense 
of immersion. Sully is not only 
supposed to be a father figure 
for Nate but also a long-time 
partner and mentor—these 
two establish a deeper connec-
tion of trust that underlines 
their light-hearted banter and 
friendship. Instead, Walhberg 
plays the character with almost 
no charisma, and the quippy 
interactions between him and 
Nate, which are highlights in 
the game, fall flat due to de-
livery and writing. Additional-
ly, with the lackluster writing 
extending to nearly the entire 
cast of main characters, Nate 
and especially Chloe lose the 
charm that made their char-
acters so likable in the games. 
While Tom Holland does a 
great job playing his character, 
this version of the character 
feels less unique, like it could 
have come from any other ac-
tion movie.

With its convoluted plot 
and janky writing, “Unchart-
ed” might not be a movie that 
sticks with you, but the movie’s 
exhilarating set pieces and fast 
pacing are enough to immerse 
you at the moment; for that and 
all of the above, it gets three 
out of five stars.

GUILHERME LIMA

Ally Kim ‘24

“I’ve been listening to ‘Finesse’ by Bruno Mars, especially with the Cardi B re-
mix, and I’ve been listening to it at least once every three days. [The song is] very up-
beat and makes me very happy. I feel like it’s more to beat the melody [that impacts this 
song] because it has a bouncy and excited tone which really gets me energized and happy.”

Sarah Zhang ‘24

Review: “Uncharted”—This Game-to-Movie 
Adaptation Loses its ‘Treasure’ in Trans

-
lation 

Write for Arts!
Email jjli23, jma23, 
+ msatterthwaite23
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“Elite Prep is the reason I got into the college of my dreams.”
Katie C. • Stanford University

Elite Student  •  SAT Boot Camp  •  Elite Premier Tutoring  •  AP Psychology  •  Research Proposal Program  •  Elite College Solutions

w w w . e l i t e p r e p . c o m

Test Prep  •  Tutoring   •  Extracurricular Programs  •  College Consulting  •  Since 1987
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Students gather on the steps of Samuel Phillips Hall for a picture com-
memorating the first day of Spirit Week.

Monday’s theme, “Dress to Impress,” saw students across campus don suits, blazers, and ties.

We’re seeing double! Tuesday’s theme, “Twin Day,” spawned a campus of doppelgängers. Blue Key Heads sport their “Twin Day” outfits.

Tie dye, wigs, and the zaniest things you could think of; students wear their weirdest for this week’s “Wacky Wednesday.”
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