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Crochet Enthusiast
Continuing a childhood hobby in-
spired by her mother, Linh Dang ‘23 
embraces vibrant colours, trendy pat-
terns, and animal-inspired designs. 

Bittersweet Victory
Boys Water Polo defeats St. 
John’s Prep in final game in Bor-
den Gym due to the construction 
of the Pan Athletic Center. 

Color of Our Dinnerware
Gloria Chen explores how Commons 
dinnerware impacts the public image 
of Andover, our relationship to our 
staff, and our opinion of the food. 

Hollow is Right
Left out of your friend group’s 
costume? We’ll be your friends... 
on page A7.

Sports, B4

Pass/Fail: Midterm Comments 
Become Focal Point of Midterm Grades

JULIA FOX &
VERA ZHANG

whoever’s stealing 
food in stimson...

At the start of this school year, 
Andover introduced the Peer Lis-
tener Program as a mental health 
and self-care resource for stu-
dents. The 24 Uppers and Seniors 
who have been trained as Peer 
Listeners aim to provide another 
safe space for students who want 
to talk with other students rather 
than campus adults.

Camila McGinley ’23, a current 
Peer Listener, believes that the 
program will encourage students 
who may find it easier to talk to 
a fellow student rather than an 
adult to reach out. According to 
McGinley, students often feel the 
need to speak with someone who 
can relate to them but knows very 
little about them or the situation 
at hand, instead of a close friend 
or house counselor. This is where 
Peer Listeners step in.

“It’s supposed to just be a place 
where you can go and vent. And if 
you need help navigating differ-

ent resources, we can also offer 
that help. And it’s more supposed 
to help create a bridge between 
the adults on campus and the 
students, because it can be very 
difficult to go straight to an adult. 
Especially Andover being so big 
to know exactly what you need or 
what different resources are,” said 
McGinley.

Peer Listener Ethan Sun ’23 
finds that the program will serve 
as a way to promote other well-
ness services on campus that 
may seem more intimidating. Al-
though many faculty members 
and adults promote resources like 
the Academic Skills Center or Re-
becca M. Sykes Wellness Center, 
students may be more inclined 
to take the advice from peers, ac-
cording to Sun.

“It is a way to improve out-
reach for mental health and self 
care services towards the stu-
dents, because it kind of feels like 
there is a faculty side of Andover 
and a student side of Andover… 
We are also there to publicize re-
sources, like study centers and 
Sykes in a way that a lot of faculty 

members do,” said Sun.
Peer Listeners will be selected 

each year and go through twelve 
hours training to become a Certi-
fied Peer Educator, a program that 
has been implemented at many 
college campuses in recent years. 
Andover is one of the first high 
schools in the country to have this 
program available to students.

“We were really focusing on 
how to talk to people, how to 
be an active listener, how to re-
spond to things like drug abuse 
or friendship issues… I think that 
it would’ve been really benefi-
cial to talk with someone [when 
I was younger.] Just because, I 
mean, even if I didn’t necessarily 
need any help, I think it’s nice to 
connect with another student on 
a different level than [playing] a 
sport together, ” said Peer Listen-
er Ben Garozzo ’23.

One important aspect of the 
training is confidentiality and pri-
vacy. While Peer Listeners have 

Andover’s Peer Listener Program Seeks to 
Promote Wellness from Student’s Perspective 

Continued on A4, Column 1

M.DOUCETTE/THE PHILLIPIAN
Showings of Grasshopper, Andover’s annual student performance showcase, occurred last weekend. Above, 
Hypnotiq, the only audition-based hip-hop dance group on campus performing on Saturday, October 23. For more 
Grasshopper content, flip to A8 and B5!

A.BHAT/THE PHILLIPIAN
Seniors attended the annual senior year Boat Cruise tradition on Monday night. Above, the inside of the “Spirit of 
Boston”, the four-level boat. 

JENNY JIN &
BIANCA MORALES

Implementation of New PAnet 
Publicly Reveals Select Students’ 

Grades and Absences 

PAnet 2.0, a revamped and 
modernized version of An-
dover’s intranet PAnet, was 
launched during the summer. 
Although many students have 
been longing for an update, 
the change has prompted 
unexpected consequences. 
There have been two known 
instances where private in-
formation was made public 
since PAnet 2.0 was released. 
The first incident, which oc-
curred in June, shared de-
tailed concerns with certain 
students’ performances in 
the 2020-2021 Winter Term, 
including their grades and a 
list of students whose team 
met for a Full Team meeting. 
It additionally included the 
support resources each of 
these students would receive. 
The second incident granted 
students access to absence re-
cords accumulated since the 
beginning of the school year, 
as reported on by The Phillipi-
an last week. 

Jeffery Shi ’22 provided 
information to The Phillipian 
regarding the concerns and 
grades of students that were 
accessible on PAnet during 

the summer. While brows-
ing through the newly im-
plemented PAnet service, he 
discovered grade reports for 
certain students. 

“When the new PAnet 
came out during the summer, 
I was looking through it, and 
I searched grades, and I just 
kind of found a bunch of doc-
uments meant for faculty on 
GPA and grades. It gave re-
ports for students who need-
ed more review, so it called 
out individual students’ 
names. There was also anoth-
er document that was a survey 
sent to all faculty and it asked 
them what their grading scale 
was and how many sixes they 
gave out the whole year and, 
and just stuff about GPA,” said 
Shi.

The issue was immediately 
reported to the Office of In-
formation Technology (OIT), 
who decided to disable PAnet 
entirely to thoroughly inves-
tigate the accessibility of pri-
vate information. According 
to Dr. Erin McCloskey, Asso-
ciate Director of the OIT, the 
office communicated with 
Communifire’s support ser-
vices and worked to ensure 

Continued on A4, Column 1

Continued on A4, Column 4

Grasshopper 2021

NABILAH NAZAR & 
ANGELINE ZHAO

Continued on A4, Column 1

On the Other Side of the Board: 
Carissa Yip ’22 Addresses Sexism 
and Gender Imbalance in Chess

“A testament to my growth 
as a chess player, [winning 
against four former champi-
ons] was really a crazy mo-
ment for me to realize that I 
have become better than the 
players that I looked up to,” 
shared Carissa Yip ’22 after 
defeating four former women 
chess champions and winning 
the 2021 U.S. Women’s Chess 
Championship. 

The US Women’s Chess 
Championship features the top 
12 women players in the coun-
try. According to Yip, she has 
been following the event since 
the beginning of her chess ca-
reer at the age of seven, watch-
ing all the commentaries and 
games and idolizing each play-
er. 11 years later, after securing 
her victory in the tournament 
Yip is now the highest ranked 
female chess player in the U.S. 

“My ultimate aspirations 
for chess have always been be-
yond this tournament too, so I 
imagined winning would just 
be another title. But it sudden-
ly felt so much more real when 
it actually happened. It just 
really sunk in that this was the 
highest national women’s title 
and what I’d been working to-
wards for the last few years,” 
said Yip.  

Yip also commented on the 
separated fields for the tour-
nament, with different groups 
for men and women. As gender 
inequity remains as a preva-

lent issue in the chess com-
munity, Yip believes having 
distinct titles provides further 
incentive for more women to 
enter the field. 

“It’s a tough balance to 
strike because right now with 
the U.S. championships, it’s 
separated with the open sec-
tion and the women’s section. 
If a woman does become high 
rated enough, they could play 
in the open section just like 
that. The top 12 players in the 
country are men right now. 
And a large part I think is due 
to the fact that there are no 
women in chess. So there has 
been a growing movement in 
the past decade to get more 
women into chess and women 

STAFF REPORT

Andover welcomed families last weekend, requiring masks for all visitors 
in indoor spaces. All students were tested for Covid-19 on Thursday, Oc-
tober 28. The Andover community will await test results later in the week 
for a Covid-19 update after Family Weekend. 

COURTESY OF PHILLIPS ACADEMY

In all courses except the Sci-
ences, midterm grades were re-
leased as pass/fail on PAnet this 
past week. Since 2013, both the 
Math and Science departments 
have given numerical grades 
on the 0-6 scale, with human-
ities courses grading pass/fail. 
With hybrid schooling last year, 
students received all pass/fail 
grades on their midterm reports. 
The science department was the 
only department to keep num-
ber grades this year during mid-
terms.

Keith Robinson, Chair of 
the Science Division, Biology 
Department head, and Instruc-
tor in Biology and Chemistry, 
explained the significance of 
releasing numerical grades to 
students. Robinson stated that 
students get a better under-

standing of their teachers’ grad-
ing when grades are given as a 
combination of numerical grad-
ing and personal commentary.

“The majority of the faculty 
felt that there was value in giv-
ing a number grade and letting 
students and advisors know ex-
actly where they stand overall 
at that point in time… the more 
important part of the midterm 
is understanding and having the 
conversation with your teachers 
about what you’re doing well, 
or what you could improve on,” 
said Robinson.

On the other hand, Heidi 
Wall, Instructor in Mathemat-
ics, Statistics, and Computer Sci-
ence, explained that the Math 
Department’s shift to pass/fail 
grades put a larger attention on 
instructor comments. She felt 
that the comments were more 
of a priority for students to hear 
than number grades at the mid-
term. 

“Our decision to move away 
from a number grade at the mid-
term was an effort to put more 
emphasis on the instructor’s 
comment and the feedback pro-
vided to the student in the com-
ment. The midterm is a great 
time for students to reflect on 
their own progress and growth 
as learners. Sometimes a num-
ber grade can get in the way of 
a student really thinking about 
what they need to work on. Our 
hope was that focusing more 
on the feedback and less on the 
grade itself would help students 
to continue to grow as learners 
in their math classes,” wrote 
Wall in an email to The Phillipi-
an. 

Such sentiments on com-
ments were reflected by Andrew 
Chinn ’24. Chinn acknowledged 

COURTESY OF CARISSA YIP
Above, Carissa Yip holding her 
2021 U.S. Women’s Chess Champi-
onship trophy.
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As the countless Instagram stories on @
andoveradmissions show the “#1 in America 
again” screenshot of Niche.com, it’s hard to 
forget that Andover is considered by many 
as the best high school in the country. And 
as many of the students know, this title is a 
bittersweet one. Before Andover, we were 
often considered the best at our middle 
schools—in one, if not multiple aspects. While 
we state that part of the Andover experience 
is coming to terms with not being the best, a 
process that looks different for everyone, it’s 
also hard to overstate how difficult it is to 
turn away and choose not to engage with the 
“desire to be the best.” The Andover student 
body is full of geniuses and over-achievers, 
likely incredibly competitive ones, at that.

 Thus, with the Andover student body 
full of geniuses and over-achievers, it’s not 
too surprising to see that “college culture,” a 
hyper obsession with prestigious and highly-
selective schools, exists––and somewhat of 
a toxic one at that. Moving from high school 
to college, there is a deep expectation to 
earn a spot at the best of the best. After all, 
everyone wants to be able to repost that “#1 
in America again” wherever they study next. 
Some students chose Andover as a stepping 
stone to a selective college. We attend this 
school for the rigor, the people—but also the 
prestige. After all this time aiming for the best, 
it feels unnatural to then “drop” in ranking, 
regardless of whether the colleges we aim for 
are actually worth it. This is Andover culture, 
both a cause and effect of our matriculation.

On top of this, familial pressures shape 
the way that students approach the college 
process through a hierarchy of schools. Ideas 
of “brand names” and “top tier” schools are 
ingrained into students’ minds from their 
parents, and other family members. For 
them, the college process becomes less about 
discovery and focuses more on attaining a 
goal based on labels. It’s difficult to stray away 
from this mindset of categorization when 
students base their success on how others 
view them.

Perhaps we can speak on behalf of the 
Seniors and say that college culture most 
definitely exists. Some of us are facing the 
brunt of it as we prepare for the November 
1 early school deadlines while others are 
not affected by college culture at all. Yet, it 
remains a problem for all of us. 

As we associate college destinations with 
success and success with self-worth, we 

immerse ourselves in an ocean of stress, 
and we hold our breaths underwater until 
we reach the shore. That is, no matter how 
exhausted we feel, we feel the need to pull 
ourselves together because we still have to be 
staying on top of our coursework, athletics, 
clubs, and all sorts of engagements. That’s 
what everyone else is doing anyways, isn’t 
it? We almost feel ashamed for not being 
able to solve a problem, make a sports team, 
or post the most insightful comment on a 
Padlet because everybody else seems to have 
no blunders, so we strive to present ourselves 
in the same way. Yet the truth is that we each 
spend so much time turning ourselves into a 
perfect candidate for prestigious colleges that 
every person has the illusion that they are the 
only person struggling and resorts to creating 
their own facade and thus perpetuating the 
cycle. We forget that we can find meaning in 
things beyond working towards an acceptance 
and that we are allowed to be vulnerable. 

As cliché as this sounds, we are more than 
college acceptance letters. Andover is one 
of the best high schools in the nation, yet 
Andover students know better than anyone 
else that there’s simply so much more to this 
school than the titles and validation. The 
past year and a half can attest to this. Even 
though we still technically attended Andover, 
learning through Zoom sessions, not being 
able to see our peers, and being physically 
remote from the greater community has 
taught us that Andover truly is more than a 
school. There is so much beauty to Andover 
than what can be delivered through “Best 
High School in America.” And so, if we can 
recognize this fact, perhaps we can allow 
ourselves to imagine the next four years of 
our lives through more than just rankings 
and prestige. So the next time you receive a 
bad grade on a history paper or miss a shot on 
the courts, instead of swallowing it yourself, 
remember to swim to the surface and take a 
breath: you will be surprised to see how many 
other people are there with you.

This editorial represents the views of The 
Phillipian, vol. CXLIII. 

More Than #1
Editorial

Hot Takes: Halloween Candy Edition

The Phillipian welcomes all letters to 
the Editor. We try to print all letters, but 
because of space limitations, we enforce 
a 500-word limit. We reserve the right to 
edit all submitted letters. Letters must be 
responses to articles already published 
by The Phillipian. We will not publish any 
anonymous letters. Please submit letters 

by the Monday of each week to phillip-
ian@phillipian.net or to our newsroom 
in the basement of Morse Hall. 

To subscribe, email subscribe@phil-
lipian.net, or write to The Phillipian, 180 
Main Street, Andover, Ma, 01810. 

All contents of The Phillipian 

copyright © 2017, The Trustees of 
Phillips Academy, Inc. Reproduc-
tion of any material herein with-
out the expressed written con-
sent of The Trustees of Phillips 
Academy, Inc. and the Editorial 
Board of The Phillipian is strictly 
prohibited.
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“I don’t like can-

dy corn. It’s disgusting. It’s 

basically pure sugar. It tastes like 

if someone solidified what everyone 

doesn’t like about candy and made little 

pieces of it for Halloween. There are so 

many better options—Skittles, Twix, 

Sour Patch Kids—why would you 

go for candy corn?”

Sour Patch Kids are 

the best candy. There’s something 

about them that is so bizarrely amazing. 

Not only is it sour, the texture is also a type of 

gummy that you can let you melt in your mouth so 

you’re left with this clear, gelatinous texture. Haribo 

Gummy Bears are my love, but the texture of Sour 

Patch Kids is just better. Sour Patch Kids have also 

come out with so many flavors—there’s extreme 

sour for those who are ready for the kick, the 

amazing original, watermelon, strawberry, 

and many more that I don’t know 

about but I will discover!

We should 

normalize handing out 

things other than candy for Hal-

loween because candy is overrated. 

For example, monogrammed pencils. 

Halloween candy isn’t special, since 

we can get candy at any other 

point in the year. Be more 

creative!”

Whoppers are 

good and unappreciated. 

They’re so fun to pop out of the nar-

row sleeve into your mouth, one by one. 

The texture is a surprising but welcome 

addition. The malty chocolate flavor comes 

together like a chocolate malt shake 

from ye old retro diner. They’re great, 

and if you want to trade, I’d be 

happy to.

York Peppermint 

Patties are nasty. They’re liter-

ally so small. When you think of mint 

chocolate, you think of such a refreshing 

flavor, but Yorks are just disgusting. You 

can’t enjoy the chocolate aspect of it because 

that’s overpowered by the mint. Just eat a 

mint. Literally. That’s all it is. There are 

way better flavors out there, and 

Yorks are six feet under.

Trick-or-treat-

ing is overhyped. It’s cold 

outside, and you walk around 

a lot, so your feet get tired, and it 

isn’t even worth it. The experi-

ence is okay, but the reward 

is not good enough.

       

NICHOLAS LIMA ’25

A
LEISHA ROBERTS ’22

B
R

IAN CHICA-HERRERA ’2

4

JULIANA REYES ’2

4

VALENCIA ZHANG ’25

CELESTE ROBINSON ’22

Editor’s Note: Celeste Robinson is the 
Chief Financial Officer for The Phillipian.
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WALKING akwardly 
around stage in one of 
his most famous com-

edy clips, John Mulaney thanks 
the audience, saying he’s glad 
anybody came at all. He doesn’t 
elaborate much, simply saying 
that it’s “percentage-wise 100 per-
cent easier” to not do things than 
to do them, and that it’s miracu-
lous that people leave the house 
at all. While it’s supposed to be an 
ironic routine, I have to admit that 
there’s more than a morsel of truth 
in it for me. As far as social habits 
at Andover go, cancelling plans is 
a behavior that I cannot seem to 
drop no matter how much I men-
tally stuff it into the Don’t Ever Do 
This box. I’m willing to wager that 
I’m not alone in thinking this. 
Sunday at 7:00 p.m.: as usual, I’m 
recovering from a Saturday lost 
to my extracurriculars. My entire 
body’s aching due to twelve hours 
of playing an instrument on and 
off. For others, who may have a 
weekend away game, debate tour-
nament, or robotics competition, 
the same likely holds. Even for 
those who aren’t quite as busy, 
the hefty Andover workload still 
awaits them on weekends. 

Oftentimes, a good night’s 
sleep is often out of the question 
for me (and others, I’m sure), 
much less the luxury of hours 
spent on more casual club meet-
ings and social events. There’s a 

buildup of homework waiting 
that has been assigned under 
the assumption that some other 
classes perhaps aren’t as intense. 
We’re coming off of an easier 
year; I am still barely adjusting 
to these sit-down quizzes that 
we squirmed through during 
the virtual year. And to top it off, 

I really, really want to talk to my 
friends. But “priorities”  compel 
me to think of my work first, 
then eating and sleeping, and 
finally socializing—kidding, I’ve 
got to call my parents first, by 
which time I’m basically asleep. 
What is free time, anyway, and 
why should I spend it with other 
people when I can cancel and 
cut corners?

So, yes. It’s easier and some-
times feels better to just get rid 

of those extra unnecessary com-
mitments. I don’t really have to 
eat at Commons today with my 
friends… 

But where does that leave me 
at the end of the day? Alone in 
my room, studying (as I have 
been for the past eight hours), 
practicing (did I really need 

those extra hours of etudes?), 
or perhaps eating (oops, I think 
I forgot to do that). Yes, I’ve got-
ten some of the work done, but 
my efficiency is rapidly declin-
ing with each passing hour. We 
agree to meet up in an hour or 
so, and then I’m the one who 
drops out of the set time because 
I don’t have enough willpower 
to break out of my homework 
grind.

I talked to a few of my friends, 
and they chimed in with a few 
tips of their own: to let go of 
homework obligations some-
times, and allow time for fun. 
First and foremost, we’re here 
to enjoy the best years of our 
lives just as much as we’re here 
to grow academically. Honoring 

that commitment to my friends 
is what keeps the school expe-
rience alive. Despite the instant 
surge of serotonin that may 
come with cancelling plans and 
having a couple more hours to 
myself, oftentimes a quiet and 
insistent voice in the back of my 
head sows seeds of regret (and 
guilt). After all, this is Ando-
ver—renowned not just for the 
academic rigor, but for the com-

munity. The people.
When I make these plans and 

follow through with them, I’m 
able to experience not just a re-
lease from work, but also bond-
ing, networking, and a “reset” 
due to the joy that spending 
time with my friends gives 
me. Even moments as small 
as grabbing breakfast with a 
dormmate can help pull peo-
ple out of the haze of study-
ing and leave me refreshed 
to tackle whatever else is 
on their plate.  In a setting 
where it can be so easy to 
just hide and cancel a plan, 
engaging with people and 
embracing time “off ” allows 
us to find ourselves and en-
joy our limited time here. 

So the next time your 
friend group decides to go 
somewhere, don’t drop out. 
Don’t leave them hanging, 
and don’t let it become a 
party minus one. Stick to 
those plans, go downtown, 
and enjoy the fresh air.

AFTER A Junior year of 
uniform-colored green 
boxes, I found myself 

facing the stack of dinnerware 
in the center of Paresky Com-
mons for the first time this 
fall, flabbergasted by the sea 
of color. The hints of purple 
plates underneath the golden 
house chips. The clam chow-
der filled to the brim, spilling 
over the edges of red bowls. 
The green plates topped off 
by lettuce two shades lighter. 
Grayish blue, purple, red, and 
yellow-gray plates created an 
overwhelming dissonance when 

viewed together. I found myself 
without a focus; my eyes con-
tinuously scanned from the food 
in the plates to the plates them-
selves, from the plates back to the 
food, so on and so forth.  Indeed, 
I believe it is time for a change. 
Having uniform, classic, white 
or neutral dinnerware at Paresky 
Commons would both improve 
our visual experience and serve 
as a well-deserved reward for our 
chefs. 

There are situations in which 
colorful foodware is preferable: 
McDonald’s serves their golden 
fries in bright red containers, 
making the fries more visually 
appealing. This works because 
the fries are all the same color. 
So are chicken nuggets and 
burgers. With monochromatic 
food, restau-
r a n t s 
have 

freedom to play around with 
color; colored plates create 
a visual emphasis their food 

would otherwise lack. However, 
when the food itself is already 
packed with a variety of colors, 
neutral-colored plates have a 
more appealing effect. 

Plates are more than just 
functional objects; they are ac-
cessories, complementing the 
food they contain. Restaurants 

a r o u n d 
the 

world pay special attention to 
their food presentation, zoom-
ing in to every miniscule detail 
a diner might be able to notice. 
Similar to Paresky Commons, 
they serve food in a wide range 
of colors, arguably almost the 
entire spectrum.  For this reason, 
neutral-colored, mostly white 
dinnerware balances out their 
menu. As Brie Dyas–a contribu-
tor to critique website “Tasting 
Table”–argues, the “unobtru-
sive” white will not clash with 
anything, neither the spoonful 
of sauce nor the piece of mint 
sitting on a chocolate cake. In 
addition to creating a delight-
ful visual experience, it does not 
diminish any of their chefs’ hard 
work. For us, a set of white din-
nerware would be a deserved 
courtesy to our chefs, helping 
students to more fully appreciate 
their work with a clean, fresh, 
look. 

With a simple Google search 
of “Paresky Commons,” one 
can find pictures of both our 
dining hall and the food it 
serves. Though most of the 
pictures depict the exterior 
of the building, we sometimes 
come across visual documen-
tations of students/visitors’ 
experiences. On Restaurant 
Guru, “Paresky Commons” 
returns images of pizza on a 
blue plate, bread on a green 
plate, and stir fry on a red 
plate. Solely looking at the 
food on the plates, I can con-
clude that our chefs are doing 
a wonderful job. However, 
the plates take away from the 
view. The colors clash with 
each other. Anyone on the 
internet can see these plates 
featured front and center. 
Based on the quality of its 
plates, viewers are left with a 
worse reputation of Paresky 
Commons than it deserves.

Why aren’t our plates 
working right now? The 
challenge with our plates at 
Andover is the variety of food 
colors they need to all com-
plement. Our menus are up-

dated everyday, and different 
foods are served at breakfast, 
lunch, and dinner. Because 
of this, we find ourselves en-
joying food with a multitude 
of colors––green vegeta-
bles, white starches, creamy 
soups, and darker proteins 
and cookies. The cumulative 
number of colors that our 
plates are required to com-

plement exceeds our imagi-
nation, so bringing in more 
colors from the dinnerware 
themselves only adds to the 
frenzy. As we can see online, 
our dining hall image has al-
ready been strictly restricted 
to what we see on the tables. 
The solution, white dinner-
ware, is exempt from compli-
cating our view. It automati-
cally places the emphasis on 
the food and brings the best 
out in our chefs’ creations, 
acting like the canvas of an 
artwork. And, over time, our 
dining hall image will depict 
what we now see–-appetiz-
ing food and white plates. 

When Color Meets a PA Plate
GLORIA CHEN

JAEHO LEE

Sorry, I Can’t Go Because—

Jaeho Lee is a Lower from 
Rexford, New York. Contact the 
author at jlee24@andover.edu
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Having uniform, 
classic, white or neutral 
dinnerware at Commons 
would both improve our 
visual experience and 

serve as a well-deserved 
reward for our chefs. 

Aviva Cai/THE PHILLIPIAN

Rebecca Yang/THE PHILLIPIAN

First and foremost, 
we’re here to enjoy 

the best years of our 
lives just as much as 
we’re here to grow 

academically. Honoring 
that commitment to my 

friends is what keeps the 
school experience alive. 

However, the plates take 
away from the view. 

The colors clash 
with each other. Anyone 
on the internet can see 
these plates featured 

front and center. Based 
on the quality of its 

plates, viewers are left 
with a worse reputation 

of Paresky than it 
deserves.

Gloria Chen is a Lower from 
Germantown, Tennessee. Con-
tact the author at ychen24@
andover.edu

VALENCIA ZHANG ’25



NEWS IN BRIEF REPORTING BY HELIOS HONG

This Week:

The Theater and Dance department hosted the annual 
“Grasshopper,”  a student performance showcase, on 
Friday and Saturday at 6:30 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. in Tang 
Theatre. With the theme of “Extravagance,” Grass-
hopper lasted an hour with 13 performances and four 
piano transitions scattered throughout. Acts included 
performances by student groups like the flow arts club 
Photon, dance groups Hypnotiq and Blue Strut, a capella 
groups Azure and Yorkies, K-Pop dance group JVNE, 
and more.

On Friday, October 22 at 7:40 p.m., Tuesday and Thurs-
day Band, Amadeus ensembles, Chamber Orchestra, 
and Symphony Orchestra performed in Cochran 
Chapel. Pieces included marches, Baroque and contem-
porary suites, and the concert concluded with Antonín 
Dvořák’s “New World Symphony.”

On Saturday, October 23, parents visited shortened 
periods of their child’s classes, starting from 8:00 a.m. 

Each class lasted 15 minutes with 15-minute breaks in 
between and allowed parents to meet their children’s 
teachers and learn more about their child’s courses. 

On Saturday, October 23 at 7:45 p.m., the Fidelio So-
ciety and Chorus hosted a choral concert, themed 
“Sing, Be, Live, Love,” in the Chapel. Pieces included 
three contemporary songs, three songs with vocables, 
and the concert concluded with the audience singing 
“Together At Last” with the chorus.

On Sunday, October 24 at 11:30 a.m., the Jazz Band and 
Ensembles put on a show in Paresky Commons. Four 
different groups of students performed a total of 11 tunes 
for students and visiting families.

Looking Ahead:

Andover Alumni Awards of Distinction will be pre-
sented at the All School Meeting (ASM) on Friday, Oc-
tober 29. The awards recognize and honor alumni who 
have served with distinction in their fields of endeavor. 

This year’s recipients are William Lewis ’74, Dorothy 
Tod ’60, and Ming Tsai ’82, P’18.

Elections to select three class representatives in 
the Class of 2025 are fully underway. Remarks from 
candidates will be delivered on Tuesday, November 2. 
Voting commences on Wednesday, November 3, with 
the number of rounds of voting depending on the num-
ber of candidates. Election results will be released on 
Thursday, November 4.

The Halloween Dance will be held by Pine Knoll and 
Flagstaff clusters in Borden Gym this Saturday, October 
30.

On Friday, November 5 at 7:45 p.m., concert bands will 
be performing in the Chapel. Chamber ensembles will 
be performing in the Chapel at 6:30 p.m. on Saturday, 
November 6, and in the Timken Room at 2:00 p.m. on 
Sunday, November 7. Symphony and Chamber Or-
chestras will be performing in the Chapel at 3:00 p.m. 
on Sunday, November 14.

Peer Listeners Must Undergo 

OIT to Work with Other Departments to Prevent 
Further Publication of Sensitive Student Information

Continued  from A1, Column 2

Continued  from A1, Column 3
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been trained to respect the priva-
cy of peers, they cannot promise 
confidentiality if the student is 
a potential risk to themselves or 
others.

“We do not have confidential-
ity. We have privacy. Because if a 
person is harming themselves or 
others, we do have to report that. 
And so there are certain limits to 
what we keep private,” said Mc-
Ginley.

Sammie Shim ’23, another Peer 
Listener, explains how an initial 
challenge was figuring out how 
students would be able to con-
tact and meet with Peer Listen-
ers. Some Peer Listeners plan on 
starting an Informative instagram 

page.
“The plan is to have a designat-

ed space on campus where there 
will be designated office hours, 
per say, where a Peer Listener will 
always be available. And you can 
either come to that office space 
where the peer listener is, or meet 
with a Peer Listener during those 
hours that they are available,” 
Shim said.

Shim felt like there was no 
one for her to talk to when she 
was struggling in her transition to 
Andover. She believes that having 
the Peer Listener Program would 
have been of immense help to her.

“I was sort of also looking for 
someone to talk to, but I couldn’t 
really find anyone to talk to. And 
eventually I overcame that and 
made some friends, and I loved 
the school so much. But I really 

would’ve loved someone to talk to, 
so my goal is to be that person for 
everyone who feels the same way,” 
said Shim.

McGinley explains that, above 
all, Peer Listeners will be there for 
students whenever they need it. 
Students can come for advice or 
just to talk to someone who will 
listen.

“I think the overall thing is, 
peer listeners are there to just be 
there for you. We’re not there to 
judge you, we’re not there to put 
our opinions on you, we’re there 
as just somebody to listen to you 
and if you just need somebody to 
just listen and not give any advice, 
we can totally do that. And if you 
need somebody who can help you 
navigate or get help, or whatever 
that is, we can completely do that,” 
said McGinley.

that all configurations were 
correct before relaunching 
the site. 

“By working collabora-
tively in our office and with 
the platform vendor’s sup-
port services, we discovered 
a discrepancy between our 
understanding of how multi-
ple role assignments work in 
Communifire and the way we 
had set them up. We worked 
to redefine the roles, reassign 
the permissions, and conduct 
multiple rounds of testing us-
ing various account roles and 
settings, to ensure that all ac-
cess to content was properly 
configured. After that, we re-
launched PAnet to the com-
munity,” said McCloskey.

Following the first inci-
dent, absence records of stu-
dents with three or more ab-
sences, excused or unexcused, 
were available to the campus 
community for 22 days. The 
information was available 
publicly as of October 21, 
2021.

Shi was also aware of the 
absence report incident and 
reported the error to The Phil-
lipian. He detailed feelings 
about the event, having dis-
covered two publications of 
private student information 
on the new website. 

“The fact that this is the 
second time there’s been a 
PAnet leak is sort of concern-
ing because it really shows 
that there [are] some errors in 
PAnet’s IT or security. I think 
that so far the documents have 
not been serious, but if there 
is a problem with this system, 
there is a greater issue. I also 
don’t think it was intention-
al, it wasn’t on the homepage, 

which is why I think it wasn’t 
as public. It definitely seemed 
like an accident, which is a 
good thing as a student,” Shi 
stated.

According to McClos-
key, who immediately took 
the files regarding absences 
down after being informed by 
the Dean of Students office, 
PAnet 2.0 differs from the 
original platform in that each 
department can upload and 
control their own content in-
stead of having to go through 
the OIT to create and post 
changes in the pages. While 
the new system has been more 
efficient, it also signifies that 
the departments need to be 
more knowledgeable on how 
the platform works, which is 
something the OIT is trying to 
accomplish. 

“While we have provid-
ed training along the way, 
we also recognize that it is 
a significant, new responsi-
bility and a learning process 
for everyone involved, which 
can be challenging, especially 
against the ongoing backdrop 
of Covid-[19]-related stress. 
Having individuals outside of 
OIT participate in the man-
agement and dissemination of 
campus information is an im-
portant shift in how the com-
munity operates, and we need 
to make sure everyone has the 
knowledge and resources they 
need to do this well,” said Mc-
Closkey. 

Despite the students’ pri-
vate information being taken 
down, there still exists con-
cern among the student body 
about their confidence in the 
school’s confidentiality. Kar-
en Wang ’24 believes that the 
error regarding student ab-
sences especially infringed 
students’ privacy and should 
not have happened. 

“That’s one of the pieces 
of information about students 
that should be protected even 
more because attendance can 
sometimes reflect a person’s 
situation in life which is pri-
vate. I do understand that 
there are mistakes because 
of the new platform, but that 
means there’s a chance of this 
happening again,” said Wang. 

Students also understand 
that the error was accidental, 
and only hope to see further 
means of protection for pri-
vate documents. Rhine Peng 
’24 recognizes that the tran-
sition to the new platform 
might be challenging for OIT 
and the various departments, 
but she wishes that there will 
be no more leaks in the future. 

“Personally, I think this is 
understandable—as we are 
living in pandemic times, we 
have to constantly adjust to 
different systems and plat-
forms and transition from one 
to another, so I can under-
stand the difficulties in tran-
sitioning from Blackboard to 
Communifire. However, I re-
ally hope incidents like these 
do not happen again—I really 
value privacy personally and I 
believe it is one of Andover’s 
community values,” said Peng.

The OIT, according to Mc-
Closkey, will be working with 
departments to prevent more 
errors from happening and to 
protect students’ privacy.

“Going forward we hope for 
a collaborative, ongoing part-
nership across departments 
that allows us to develop the 
best method for ensuring that 
we avoid these important er-
rors of data visibility in the 
future,” said McCloskey. 

Editor’s Note: Jeffrey Shi 
’22 is an Arts and Digital Ed-
itor for The Phillipian.

Continued  from A1, Column 5

titles tie that because they en-
courage more women to enter 
the game and these titles are 
easier to get.”

Sharing an anecdote from 
her first tournament, Yip de-
scribed how she faced sexism 
early on in her chess career. 
Looking back on this moment, 
she explained how sexism 
is still prominent within the 
chess community and poses 
challenges to women chess 
players even now.

“The organizers tried to 
convince my dad to withdraw 
me because they were wor-
ried as a little girl, I would 
cause a scene when I lost. A 
few months later, at another 
tournament, this old man just 
knocked all the pieces off the 
board and screamed at me af-
ter he lost. It’s definitely very 
difficult to be a woman in 
chess for reasons like this,” 
said Yip.

Yip added, “The sexism 
within chess is very difficult 
to explain. For instance, it’s 
a really hotly debated topic 
within chess on whether or 
not men are simply better than 
women at this game. Many 

people think men are better 
because the top players in the 
world are all men. Though the 
reason for this is scientifically 
proven to be the large discrep-
ancy between the number of 
men and women in the field, it 
doesn’t stop the pervasiveness 
of sexism in chess.” 

Elaborating on the burden 
of carrying the title of best U.S. 
female chess player, Yip dis-
cussed the implications this 
title holds for other female 
chess players. Further, she ex-
pressed her gratitude for re-
ceiving this honor and hopes 
that these experiences can 
motivate her to achieve future 
titles. 

“There are always peo-
ple waiting for me to fail so 
they can use it as ammuni-
tion against all women play-
ers. This is a burden to carry, 
but I’m also in a way thankful 
that it’s my burden to carry. I 
know that every new thing I 
accomplish opens up new op-
portunities and possibilities 
for other girls and women, and 
even though it’s a difficult re-
sponsibility to bear, I think it’s 
one of the utmost importance 
as well. I trust myself to con-
tinue improving and becoming 
better,” said Yip.

Yip Hopes to Encourage Opportu-
nities for Other Women in Chess 

Continued  from A1, Column 2

COURTESY OF CARISSA YIP
To exemplify the sexism she has found within the chess community, Caris-
sa Yip ’22 remembered an instance when the organizers of a tournament 
asked her father to pull her out of the competition because they believed 
she would cause a scene when she lost. Above, Yip signing a chessboard at 
the 2021 U.S. Women’s Chess Championship.

Natural Sciences Only Department to Use Numerical Grading in Midterms

that pass/fail grades should not 
make much of a difference at the 
midterm level. He said that stu-
dents should be focused mostly 
on their comments and not on 
the grade accompanying them. 

Chinn said, “I think every stu-
dent has a pretty good idea about 
what grade they have in gener-
al, so students prioritize more 
either how they can sustain the 
grade or how they can improve 
a certain grade. [When it comes 
to] receiving a numerical grade 
instead of pass/fail [grade], there 
isn’t really a big difference be-
tween the two simply because 
students should be more focused 

on the comments rather than the 
actual grade [itself ].”

Although Mato Seth, Fellow 
in Mathematics, Statistics, and 
Computer Science, gave students 
pass/fail grades and comments 
through the grading portal, he 
also gave his students their ap-
proximated numerical grades 
via email. However, he similarly 
placed an emphasis on teacher 
comments as the most important 
aspect of a student’s grades.

“I don’t think it had much 
of an impact. I think even if the 
number of the letter next to your 
grade is vague, the comments are 
supposed to be the meat of the 
feedback you’re getting. So, my 
recommendation for students 
would be to focus on the com-
ments themselves rather than on 

the number. That can be more 
telling,” said Seth. 

Wall explained that the Math 
department’s decision to become 
pass/fail for midterm grades 
represented forthcoming efforts 
by the  math department to bet-
ter understand and adapt to stu-
dent needs. These changes have 
been guided by the effects of the 
pandemic, as the department 
wanted to help students adjust 
after a year of hybrid schooling. 
Wall appreciated this change 
and elaborated on her prefer-
ence to focus on comments, and 
not grades, with her students.

Wall wrote in an email to The 
Phillipian, “The math depart-
ment has started to think dif-
ferently about the ways that we 
assess and the ways that we offer 

feedback to students. In addi-
tion, coming off of a year which 
forced us to re-evaluate things 
due to the hybrid nature of 
teaching, this decision felt more 
in line with being responsive 
to our students… As a teacher, 
I want my students to focus on 
what they know and what they 
need to work on, not on what 
their grade in the class is. To me, 
that can be a distraction from 
their learning.”

Robinson voiced the initial 
worries of the science depart-
ment being the only numerically 
graded department at midterms. 
He discussed how the science 
instructors wanted to prevent 
students from  stressing over nu-
merical grades, and reinforced 
the different purposes for the 

grading system. Robinson em-
phasized that midterm grades 
are an assessment of student 
progress and an indicator for 
both areas of success and needed 
improvement.

Robinson said, “I think that 
one of the concerns was that we 
were going to be the only depart-
ment or division that was giving 
number grades at midterm. As 
such, the major concern on our 
part is that students might place 
more emphasis or more stress 
on that, when really what we are 
trying to do is what everyone is 
doing at midterm: to get people 
to focus on how you can improve 
as a student, what you’re doing 
well, and what you can do bet-
ter.”
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10 Questions with 
Sebastian Altomare ’23

REPORTING BY VERA ZHANG

Sebastian Altomare ’23 is a three-year-Upper from Belmont, Mass. He is 
involved with many performing arts groups on campus, and most recently 
played bass for the Indigo act in Grasshopper. He is also fluent in French 
from speaking with his grandfather, a native French speaker from Moroc-
co.

COURTESY OF SEBASTIAN ALTOMARE

1) What groups are you a part of on campus?
On campus, I’m one of the coheads of Keynotes, along with Jane Park ’22 
and Jack Warren ’22. I’m on the board of the French Club, as well as a mem-
ber of Handbell Choir. I play bass in a jazz ensemble with three other stellar 
musicians, Chase Reynders ’22, Jacob Kaiser ’24, and Sinan Muratoglu ’24. 
And apparently a newly formed band Indigo which just got the opportunity 

to perform at GHOP.

2) Which commitment is the most time consuming? 
The most time consuming one would be Keynotes because I’m always 
working on attempting to arrange new possible pieces outside of rehearsal. 
But that’s not at all to say that the most time consuming is the most draining. 
It’s exactly the opposite because rehearsals, performances, and moments 

with Keynotes make up some of my favorite memories.

4) How do you feel about your Grasshopper performance?
I think our energy was very high and continued to climb as the crowd en-
gaged with us. I think our stage presence was pretty good, especially from 
our front man, Jason Zhang ’23. Whenever he wasn’t playing rhythm guitar, 
he came to the front of the stage and got really into it. As for the quality of 
sound, I think that improved as we progressed through each show. Getting 
feedback from the audience and from our monitors, we continuously al-
tered the levels and tone on our instruments to make them sound tighter. 
So, the sound was a learning experience, but I think the last show really did 

sound good.

8) What’s your favorite subject and why?
I’ve always really liked Music Theory. On top of simply how in-
teresting I find it, it’s such a useful tool when trying to solo and 
improvise over a tune. Additionally, I also find it so interesting how 
different cultures’ music view dissonance. In Western music, we 
tend to hate dissonance. But elsewhere, music is drawn towards 

dissonance and employs it in very thoughtful ways.

9) If you had a bucket list for your remaining time at Andover, 
what would be on it?

I know a couple people in Astronomy, so going up to the observato-
ry seems like it could be pretty fun. I also want to continue to per-
form as much as possible, but that’s not very concrete. I’m not sure; I 

should probably think about that one more

10) What do you want to pursue when you grow older?
Honestly, I have no idea. I have absolutely no idea. Whenever I try 
to think about that, nothing immediately comes to mind. But, per-
forming or playing live always gives me such an incredible feeling, so 

maybe that’s an indication of what I want to pursue.

3) How do you think this year’s Grasshopper event went 
compared to previous years?

One aspect of the show, as in GHOP 2019, that I think remained constant 
and vibrant as ever was the incredible support from all the students and 
performers. The show really thrives on interaction from the crowd, and we 
all perform at a whole different level when the audience is super loud and 
engaged. It’s also very endearing and makes us happy to see that they are in-
terested in what we’ve prepared. That excitement and support was present 

just like previous years.

7) How do you manage your stress on campus? 
Whenever I have time, I like to go to Graves to unwind. I’m definitely 
not the best singer by any means, but playing keys and singing to my-
self always helps me to feel relaxed. Graves sessions, especially with 

other people, always make me happy.

5) Were you less nervous compared to your first
 Grasshopper Junior year? 

I was definitely less nervous than my first GHOP as I’ve performed a lot 
more since then. But there was a bit more pressure on this performance 
since it was a much smaller group than my freshman year GHOP. The one 
thing I was nervous about was the technical side of our act. We’d been hav-
ing a couple problems through tech rehearsals, and we were hoping that 
that wouldn’t blend into the shows. Luckily, it didn’t for the first three. Of 
course, it had to happen for the fourth and final show. At the beginning of 
the act, we couldn’t get the track to start playing. Nevertheless, I still truly 
believe that was our best show. It started off with a hiccup, but we finally got 
the track to start playing and our energy and sound were both at their peak.

6) What do you feel are some of the best and worst parts of 
Grasshopper?

I think the positives all revolve around the immense support you 
receive from everyone who comes to the show. I really really love 
performing, and it’s such a fun environment to be a part of. I think 
a negative would be the time commitment and the proximity of the 
shows to other performances. For the GHOP performers who also 
do orchestra, band, or chorus, they must run from the first GHOP 
show to the other concert back to the second GHOP show. But it’s all 

fun, and it’s definitely worth it.

グラスホッパー。今年のラインアップは「前代未聞」の豪華
パフォーマンスが勢揃い。

MICHELLE CHEN
MAYA LAI による翻訳

先週、アンドバーで毎年開催され
る秋のタレントショー「グラスホッパー」の
今年のラインナップがリリースされまし
た。SLAM x Drumline, Indigo, 
Yorkies + Azure, Downbeat, 
と Photon Flow Arts Clubの各
出演者に今年のテーマである「豪勢」
(Extravagance) についての考えと
意気込みを聞いてみました。

SLAM x Drumline:

「私にとっての”豪勢”は、並外れ
た事、想像以上の事、と言う意味が
あります。SLAMとDrumlineはこの
度初めての試みで、少し変わったコラ
ボレーションをするため、Grasshop-
per の今年のテーマにもピッタリ合って
いるのではないかと思います。SLAM
のリズミカルステップとDrumlineの雷
鳴のような激しいビートをミックスしたよう
なパフォーマンスを是非楽しみにしてて
ください。」–Silvia Ng ‘23

Yorkies + Azure:

「今年、AzureとYork iesは合
同パフォーマンスをする事にしました。私
達はニーナ·シモンの「Feeling Good」
を歌う予定です。この曲の歌詞はい
い気分とは一体どんな感情か、また
高く飛ぶ鳥をイメージし、必ず真新し

い日はやって来るという事を歌った曲
です。１９２０年代のジャズのテーマだ
けではなく、私達が体験した２０２０
年のパンデミックで得た経験と共通
している部分があると思うのです。」–
Phoebe Adams ‘22

「グラスホッパーは 毎 年 生 徒 全
員がとても楽しみにしているイベントで
す。シアターとダンス部門の人達だけ
ではなく、芸術、音楽、そしてダンスを披
露する貴重な機会であり、アートの重
要性を学校全体に伝える大切な
イベントです。私たちは学校全体に
エネルギーを与え、みんなの愛校心
を高めたい気持ちでいっぱいです。」–
Sean Meng ‘22

Indigo:

「私が考える”豪勢”とは人間の
表面的な部分と内面との様々な
葛藤とのコントラストを指しているので
はないかと思います。学校の勉強や
ソーシャルな部分がうまく行くよう、時に
は溺れそうになりながらも必死で頑
張り、表面には出さないようにする自
分達の日々の生活とのギャップの
事ではないかなと思います。」–Dylan 
Oh ‘23

Downbeat:

「アンドバーでは小さいアートパフォー
マンスは年にいくつかありますが、グラス
ホッパーは別格です。チケットを取るの

も争奪戦で、学校全体が盛り上が
り、みんなが見に行きたがる一大イベ
ントです。今年も観に来た人達全員
が感動してくれるようなステージになる
と願っています。」–Kate Horton ‘22

Photon Flow Arts Club:

「また、私にとっての”豪勢”は、自
分の持っているスキルを全て出し切
る事、またアンドバーの芸術性に優れ
た生徒達を賞賛する場だとも思い
ます。参加者だけでなく、彼らを支える
テックチームや裏方もこのショーを成功
させるために必死です。私達は最高
のステージを作り上げる為のプライドを
忘れません。今年のテーマはそういう
意味でもピッタリだと思います。」–Josie 
Banson ‘22

Editor’s Note: This article 
originally ran on October 15, 
2021. 
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Teaching Fellows and Fellows on 

First and Second Years at Andover
REPORTING BY  CHRISTINE LEE & LEO PETERS

At Andover, the Teaching Fellows Program invites individuals who have 
yet to begin a professional teaching career for a one year teaching commit-
ment at Andover. If Teaching Fellows request, however, they may continue 

their tenure for a second year as a Fellow. Teaching Fellows and Fellows 
are integrated into dorm, athletic, and community life, allowing new indi-
viduals to improve and hone their teaching skills for their futures both as 

teachers and in other fields.

Mato Seth, Fellow in Mathematics, Statistics, and Computer Science

My junior year of college, I started volunteer-
ing at an elementary school, and I really liked 
the kids. That was the experience that made 
me realize I definitely want to do teaching. I’ve 
always been in an academic environment, my 
mom is a teacher and my grandma was a teach-
er, a lot of my siblings are teachers… I thought 
teaching would be a good way to both get to in-
teract with young people, socially, and also still 
get to interact with advanced material, cause I 
am pretty nerdy and I enjoy math… I think my 
main goal right now is just to keep the students 

afloat and teach them some stuff and not have them get overwhelmed 
and still run a positive environment as a class. I love the kids in Foxcroft 
[Hall]. I’m very much looking forward to the rest of the year with them.

COURTESY OF PANET

Ella Houlihan, Teaching Fellow in Biology

All my students are so thoughtful and curi-
ous as well. We’ve been tackling ideas of race 
and the construction of race and racism. And 
I noticed that a lot of students are really ea-
ger and hungry to have those conversations, 
especially in a science setting, which histor-
ically has not been sort of allowed, in a lot of 
ways. So a highlight was just seeing my stu-
dents leading discussions around current so-
cial issues, and bringing in scientific ideas or 
concepts or critiquing those concepts… I’m 
really looking forward to the rest of the year 
and trying out sports and continuing to get 
to know community members. I think I can 
officially say that I want to continue teaching. Someone asked me that 
for the first time over the weekend, actually, and I think I really like this. 
I definitely see myself continuing to teach and that is all thanks to the 
support I’ve had here that’s allowed me to be successful as an educator.

COURTESY OF ELLA 
HOULIHAN

Keeshawn Murphy, Teaching Fellow in English

This is a special position for first time teach-
ers because you get to experience educating 
in the most immersive way possible. Not just 
engaging with students in the classroom but 
also in the dorms and sports settings… I have 
truly enjoyed being back on a campus sur-
rounded by people who enjoy educating and 
being educated. It also has been hard person-
ally because I’m the farthest I’ve ever been 
from my family for work. But in that same 
vein, I met some amazing people here that 
make it all worth it. Chosen family is real.

COURTESY OF PANET
Hayden Stinson, Teaching Fellow in Spanish

The thing that I am looking forward to 
teaching most this year is the third tri-
mester of Spanish-200. In that trimes-
ter, the students will be reading a novel 
in Spanish and watching and analyzing 
a movie in Spanish. This is a huge step 
for an intermediate Spanish class, but I 
think those things will be very reward-
ing… I think the most special thing about 
being a Teaching Fellow is the freedom 
to bring your own strengths and back-
ground into the classroom while also hav-
ing such a great support system of people 
who inspire you and are always willing to 
help you or talk through something with you. 

COURTESY OF HAYDEN 
STINSON

Syeda Naqvi, Teaching Fellow in History and Social Science

I think my favorite thing I’ve taught so far has 
been about examining the origins of race in the 
ancient world, so posing questions about race 
and otherness to my students. I think that’s re-
ally exciting and interesting to learn about, es-
pecially as Andover is developing its anti-racist 
curriculum and making sure to be inclusive in 
its curriculums and its education that it’s giving 
to students. We had a great discussion about 
what it means to be othered in the ancient 
world, if it’s tied to race or not, how our mod-

ern conceptions of race are not representative of 
what it meant in the ancient world, and if it did mean anything specific 
in the ancient world or if it was about ethnicity, or culture, or geography. 

COURTESY OF SYEDA 
NAQVI

Around Campus

COURTESY OF PHILLIPS ACADEMY
In-person Family Weekend returned this year after its cancellation in the 
fall of 2020 due to the pandemic. Above, parents and students gather in the 
Elson Courtyard. 

A.BHAT/THE PHILLIPIAN
“Spirit of Boston”, pictured above, took Seniors on a cruise through Bos-
ton Harbor on Monday. 

COURTESY OF ANUSHKA BHAT
Many Seniors that attended the Boat Cruise took it as an opportunity to 
dress up and enjoy time with friends. 
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no, it’s not a costume. i just don’t sleep. 
sorry for the confusion.

The Week’s Top Headlines

OVERHEARD

ON HALLOWEEN 

• BIO 100 Student Dismissed From Class 
After Saying Reproduction was the 
Hardest Unit

• News Down One Editor, Who Will Report 
on the ASM We All Already Watched?

• Rockwell Kids Exposed For All The Weird 

• New Students Finally Learn Rules Of 
Commons After Sitting in The Bathroom 
Every Meal Since September

• Due To The Wet, Cold, and Windy 
Climate, Gelb Second Floor Bathroom 
Uses Reach Term High 

• Progressive Learning Environment? 
Group Of Students Outside Of Bartlett 
Silenced Once Again

• Reports Show, Overhead Senior Cruise 
Dance Floor Photos Increase “Fun 
Appearance” by 73 percent

“No, you don’t understand. It’s a 
football jersey, not a basketball 

jersey.” 

basket because everyone’s tripping 

“Is ‘Old Money’ a good 
costume? I wouldn’t 

even have to dress up.”

“I’m gonna dress up as 
a scooter so maybe then 

she’ll ride me.”

S omething’s 
not right about 
campus these 
days, and it’s 
not that people 
are still mak-
ing Tiktoks in 
the library. No, 
something much 
more sinister is 
going on. 

Last week, 
the Eighth Page 
paranormal ac-

-
ceived a report 
of paranormal 
activity from 
two anonymous 
student sources. 
Being ambitious 
and dedicated 
journalists, we 
were on the case. 
As it turned 
out, many oth-
er students (also 
anonymous) had 
been exposed 
to supernatural 
forces, and ev-
ery one of them 
shared similar 
circumstances 
with their re-
spective Disci-
plinary Com-
mittees (DCs).

-
dent, who will 
be called “Mike”, 
shared his expe-
rience with the 
greatest detail. 
I n t e r e s t i n g l y 
enough, this is 
also what he told 
his DC: 

Around 11:30 
p.m. on Octo-
ber 23, Mike 
returned to his 

exhilarating eve-
ning of social-
ization. He was 
exhausted, so he 
fell asleep in his 
clothes.

At 1:20 a.m., 
something star-

tled Mike to 
consciousness. 
He awoke to see 
a pale apparition 
in the corner. 

-
ly approached 
Mike and 
stopped at the 
side of his bed. 
Mike felt the 
ghost slip some-
thing metal and 
inside the pock-
et of his shorts. 
Before he even 
knew what to 
think, Mike was 
fast asleep. 

By 10:00 a.m., 
Mike reported 
to have woken 
up. A driven 
student, Mike 

breakfast, decid-
ing not to think 
about whatever 
happened last 
night distract-
ed by thoughts 
of his work. On 
the way, he ran 
into his house 
counselor. In an 
attempt to show 
his counselor 
a funny meme, 
Mike quickly 
took his phone 
from his pock-
et. But instead 
of grabbing his 
phone, he found 
in his hand a 
ghastly nicotine 
vaping device! 

have put it there!
Almost imme-

case was report-
ed, an upper in 
dark sunglasses 
came running 

“Meghan” awoke 
the day before 

can in her three-
room-double lit-
tered with empty 
Fireball shooters 
and other drink-
ing parapherna-

appearance of 
this contraband 
can only be ex-
plained by the 
s up e r n atu r a l , 
since Meghan 
has never ever 
tried alcohol in 
her life. 

 S i m i l a r 
to Mike, Meghan 
can recall the 
presence of 
what looked like 
a party of pale 
ghosts drink-
ing and singing 
karaoke in her 
room the night 
before. Waking 
up to the sound 
of one of them 
facetiming their 
u n d e r w o r l d 
crush, Megan 

went straight 
back to sleep.

Unfortunately, 
both Mike and 
Meghan are on 

Deans didn’t 
believe their 
s t a t e m e n t s . ) 
However, the 
Eighth Page has 
not given up on 
proving these 
students victims, 
victims of an 
untamed ghost 
p o p u l a t i o n . 

-
mal experiences 
are sobering and 
have lasting con-
sequences. Plus, 
they sure are be-
coming increas-
ingly common 
around campus! 
All in all, this sto-
ry proves the va-
lidity of rumours 
on vape-cloud-
esque ghosts 
around campus, 
who are pos-
sessing our stu-

into their lungs. 
Dean Marriott, 
if you’re read-
ing this, I swear 
it was a ghost. 
And, especially 
since this week-
end is Hallow-
een, we can all 
expect some 
l ive ly-death ly 
ghoulish get-to-
gethers. 

Stay safe out 
there. 

NED THORNTON

     It all started 
with an abso-
lutely normal 
den dance on 
the night before 
Halloween. As 
I was moshing 
to “Mo Bamba” 
with the abso-
lute 10/10 from 
my math class, 
she started to 
make terrify-
ing noises. I 
thought she was 
just trying to 
sing along, un-
til I noticed her 
foaming at the 

guess was that 
it was acid re-

-
ging a den oreo 
milkshake since 
she’s lactose in-
tolerant. But the 
mosh pits start-
ed getting vio-
lently intimate; 
everyone was 
viciously bit-
ing each others’ 
necks! Suddenly 
they all turned 
to me with their 
eyes rolled back 
into their heads. 
 Due to 
my keen obser-
vational skills, 

some sort of 
zombie virus 
was spreading. I 

sprinted to 
Sykes, although 
unsure wheth-
er they knew 
much about vi-
ruses (admit-
tedly, I went to 
check if they 
replenished the 
latex-free con-
doms. Kill two 
birds with one 
stone, right?). 
D i s a p p o i n t -
ingly, they 
didn’t believe 
me when I told 
them about the 
zombies, and 

counseling ses-
sion instead. 
I tried to tell 
them I didn’t 
have time to lie 
about my drug 
use, and that 
there are zom-
bies out there! 
I sprinted out 
with my pock-

condoms know-

ing the future 
of the student 
body was mine 
to save.  
 � e 
zombies were 
grabbing at my 
Golden Goose 
sneakers as I 
rushed to  
Pearson. I 
sprinted to the 
Academic Skills 
Center, hoping 
they would have 
already planned 
out a survival 
strategy. Instead 
I was given 
planners, to use 
as shields, and 
lollipops, for 

they’re help-
ful. I dashed 
across the quad, 
zigzagging of 
course, into 
Gelb. On the 

ducked into my 
chemistry lab 
and grabbed all 

of the materials 
I needed. Using 
my 4+ Chem-
istry-250 lab, 
with an abstract 
and discussion 
section, I pieced 
together a mi-
raculous cure 
for the rampant 
� e s h - d e c a y -
ing malady. Af-
ter trapping all 
of the zombies 
in Underwood 
under the false 
pretenses of a 
pop-up college 
counseling ses-

my product into 
the airstream. 

saved, but it was 
all just a day’s 
work for me. 
Yeah Mr. Smith, 
I told you my 
methods section 
was perfect. Now  
I’m a hero... and 
you’re a Zombie.

“Bro I could 
take Michael 
Myers, easy.”

“It’s bull that I had to serve penance for 
dressing up as a slutty nun. I might as well 

just convert to Protestantism.”

MARY LORD

“Babe it was an 
accident, you look 
just like that other 

sexy iPad.” 

Distinct Alumni 

Presidents of ACC and PA Dems

The College Board Acorn

Contempt (Kiss me on the lips!)

Sexy Upper Management (nearly impossible)

Sexy RayK (Just Glasses. Nothing Else.)

That super PDA couple in the lib

Hot Mom and Lucky Son

PA Football’s 5 Interceptions (group costume)

99¢ 
Den 

Cookies Freshmen 
Relation-

ships

Departed
hap-

peniss
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GIRLSSOCCER

Girls Soccer Continues Two-Game
Winning Streak with 5-0 Win Over NMH

JASON KIM

Head Coach Lisa Joel Leads Girls
Soccer with ‘Resilience, Flexibility, Eloquence, and Brilliance’

With only eight minutes re-
maining, Marie-Eve Marleau 
’22 chipped the goalkeeper 
off of a breakaway and scored, 
earning her the player of the 
game award and sealing a vic-
tory for Girls Soccer against 
Northfield Mount Hermon 
this past Saturday. With an 
abundance of offensive fire-
power, Andover defeated 

NMH 5-0, moving its record 
to 6-5-1.

According to Eliza Dow 
’22, Marleau’s goal was the 
highlight of the game on Fam-
ily Weekend. She noted the 
team chemistry and support 
from teammates after the fi-
nal goal.

“It was at the very end of 
the game, the team put all 
the Seniors in when the clock 
was at eight minutes. Marie 
dribbled the ball from mid-
field and took a shot about 20 
yards out. After she scored, 

all the Seniors ran to the field 
and hugged her. Since Marie’s 
parents were not at the game, 
it felt really like a family to go 
out and support her after her 
goal,” said Dow.

According to Lulu Rourke 
’23, Andover capitalized on 
every opportunity to score. 
She believes, however, that 
the team can continue to im-
prove on its ability to shift 
momentum. 

“Offensively, the wingers 
had a lot of speed and were 
successful down the wings 
and the midfield controlled 
the game well and switched 
the field various times, which 
allowed for more opportu-
nities to score with numbers 
up against their defense. Even 
though we played well, I 
feel like we can still work on 
speeding up the momentum,” 
said Rourke.

A key aspect of Andover’s 
win over NMH was the team’s 
ability to hold its opponents 
scoreless, led by Emily Kelly 
’22, according to Emma Rob-
inson ’23.

Robinson said, “I would 
say defensively, the back 
line led by Senior Emily 
Kelly kept their shape and 
compo-sure throughout the 
game as well as the midfield 
winning the ball which was 
crucial for gaining 
possession.”

Looking to the future, Rob-
inson mentioned the team’s 

strength in younger players, 
like Junior Emily Mara ’25. 

“Emily Mara, the [Junior], 
played really well. She had 
multiple runs down the side-
lines and multiple crosses. 
She outran all the defenders 
with her speed and she sent 
crosses directly to the 18-yard 

box. Considering her age, it 
was really impressive to see 
and it really put my hopes 
up for the upcoming season,” 
Robinson said.

Andover Girls Soccer will 
look to sustain its winning 
streak at Deerfield this com-
ing Saturday.

“To win. Not to tie. Not to 
not lose. GVS plays to win, 
and we do whatever it takes 
for the team and each other.” 

This is Girls Soccer Head 
Coach Lisa Joel’s mantra and 
all of her players know it by 

heart. In her 23 years of coach-
ing Andover Girls Soccer, Joel 
has worked tirelessly to nur-
ture a supportive and empow-
ering team culture. She firmly 
believes the lessons learned 
and relationships created 
from playing soccer translate 
to life off the field.

“My hope is that a player’s 
experience on GVS becomes 
one of their most defining 
experiences while they’re at 
Andover, no matter what pe-
riod of time they spend on the 
field with us… and helps them 
to understand their personal 
power and ability to do more 
than they think is possible. 
The achievement of that is 
largely based on the support 
of their teammates… Quite 
frankly, my hope is that GVS 
impacts who they are once 
they leave here,” said Joel. 

According to Co-Captain 
Myra Bhathena ’22, Joel pri-
oritizes both the physical and 
mental health of her athletes.  

Bhathena said, “Lisa is one 
of the greatest people on this 
planet, in my opinion. I think 
she has such a great balance 
of care for her players while 
being really competitive and 
wanting to win. She real-
ly cares for our mental and 
physical well-being and so 
that balance of love and dis-

cipline works very well for us. 
That compassion just makes a 
difference.”

Joel clearly conveys her 
expectations for the team, 
staying in constant commu-
nication and building trust 
with each individual player, 
according to Sofia Traversari 
’23. 

“Her leadership and her 
eloquence as she speaks em-
anate a sense of confidence 
and encouragement to every 
single player on this team… 
she is aware that for each one 
of us to perform our best, thus 
lead the pathway of success 
for GVS, we must first start 
with taking care of our bodies, 
our sleep, our nutrition and 
most importantly our men-
tal and emotional health. Us, 
the players, truly absorb and 
appreciate this idea and we 
make sure to execute the plan 
accordingly,” wrote Traversa-
ri in an email to The Phillipi-
an.

While Andover Girls Soc-
cer is known for being a tough 
competitor, Joel believes that 
the learning opportunities 
players experience during 
matches are equally as im-
portant as winning. 

“We love to compete, ev-
eryone loves to win, but if 
winning is strictly defined by 

a score [or an] outcome, then 
I think we miss all the lessons 
along the way. As I’ve always 
said to the girls, there are wins 
that don’t feel that great in 
terms of how we play or how 
we feel at the end, and there 
are losses we really feel good 
about when we walk away be-
cause we gave our all.  That’s 
what I really feel is important 
to focus on for the team is sort 
of the process as much as the 
outcome,” said Joel.

For both Traversari and 
Bhathena, Joel has been an 
instrumental figure in their 
growth as teammates and 
people outside of the sport.

“We both share a deep 
passion for the sport of soc-
cer and we both truly see it 
for more than a sport, and I 
think that is what makes me 
so close to Lisa and what I 
truly respect from her: She is 
truly driven by the love of the 
sport and what makes her dif-
ferent from any other coach is 
her ability to form deep con-
nections with her players to 
effectively [form] a healthy, 
well-rounded and united 
group of girls that ultimate-
ly play for each other,” wrote 
Traversari. 

Bhathena added, “Lisa is 
my second mom on campus 
and in my life. I think she’s 

seen me grow not only as a 
player but as a leader, as a 
person. I was a really, really 
timid [Junior] on her team 
three years ago. I think she’s 
just been there throughout it 
all, building my confidence 
and my skills to make me the 
captain I am today. I could not 
be here without her.”

Throughout her years of 
coaching, the team has par-
ticipated in a wide variety of 
traditions, such as the annu-
al Holt Hill run and the pre-
game tradition of holding 
hands in a large circle. How-
ever, there’s one tradition that 
stands out from the rest, ac-
cording to Joel. 

“I think a big tradition that 
we actually haven’t been able 
to get back to is Team Prep 
camp, which happens in Au-
gust before the season, and 
that experience of under-
standing the culture and the 
friendships of what it means 
to be a part of the soccer pro-
gram. We’ve had a two-year 
pause on Team Prep, but what 
I do know is [for] alums from 
this program, when asked 
about the program, almost 
without exception Team Prep 
is the first thing they mention. 
We’re excited to head back 
to Maine next August,” said 
Coach Joel.

PATRICIA TRAN

Girls Soccer’s Season So Far in Photos

COURTESY OF PHILLIPS ACADEMY

With the help of a number of players such as Alejandra Alicea ’24 (#0), An-
dover Girls Soccer has kept two clean sheets in its most recent two games.

COURTESY OF PHILLIPS ACADEMY

Andover Girls Soccer’s game against NMH was its annual “pink” game for 
Breast Cancer Awareness. In addition to wearing pink socks (not pic-
tured), each player dedicated the game to someone important to them.

COURTESY OF PHILLIPS ACADEMY

Since joining Andover Girls Soccer 
as Assistant Coach in 1993, Head 
Coach Lisa Joel has racked up 
more than 200 wins.

Andover’s 2-1 victory over Choate began the 
team’s current winning form where the team 
has picked up four wins from its last five.

After its opening-day win against Groton, Andover 
Girls Soccer’s 1-0 loss at home to Rivers marked a 
start-stop beginning to its season. After a 3-2 win at Middlesex,  a heavy 5-0 away loss to Worcester was one of three consec-

utive losses for Andover in a mid-season dip in form.

ALL PHOTOS COURTESY OF PHILLIPS ACADEMY



Co-Captain Myra Bhathena ’22 Leads Girls
Soccer through Versatility, Encouragement, and Reliability

Although she joined the team 
without ever having played de-
fense before, Andover Girls 
Soccer (GVS) Co-Captain 
Myra Bhathena ’22 now plays 
left-back, winger, and striker, 
amassing five goals thus far in 
the 2021 season. According to 
Bhathena, after arriving at An-
dover, she fell in love with the 
team due to its combination of 
empathy and care, a mix that 
she believes other teams cannot 
match.   

Bhathena said, “I’ve never 
played for a team like GVS. The 

combination of empathy and 
care, as well as the high level of 
soccer we play, is why this team 
is so special to me and why I’ve 
never played at another team 
like this… It is so rare to have 
both elite skill and compassion 
on a team. Often there is a trade-
off for either, which I think is 
why GVS is such a strong team 
because we have both.”

Bhathena believes that her 
best qualities as Captain come 
from her ability to not only lead 
her teammates but also care for 
them as friends. According to 
Bhathena, she tries to help each 
member of the team bring their 
own personality to the field 
each day.

Bhathena said, “I see myself 
as a captain because I am both a 
leader and a friend to everyone 
on the team. I really think it is 
my role to bring out the best in 
each one of my players which 
means allowing each member to 
bring their full authentic selves. 
I think I help create individual-
ity on the team and make sure 
that everyone feels heard and 
seen so that they can play their 
best whether that means check-
ing in on everyone individually, 
or hanging out together out-
side off the field and outside of 
school—just really making sure 
that the players understand that 
we’re more than just a soccer 
team.”

According to teammate Kelly 
Bu ’23, Bhathena’s positive pres-
ence on the field keeps the spirit 
of the team alive as she uplifts 

her teammates. 
Bu said, “Myra’s one of those 

people that go out of their way 
to make people feel better. If she 
notices that someone is down or 
something, she always asks ‘are 
you okay?’ If you’re not doing 
fine and she notices that, she’ll 
go out of her way to make you 
feel better. That really trans-
lates to her being a captain. 
When, for example, we’re on the 
field and sometimes the morale 
is down as a team... she’s always 
the first person on the field to 
be like, ‘Hey, you got this—pick 
it up.’ She’s always super en-
couraging and she’s always pos-
itive, even if she hasn’t had the 
best day or even if she doesn’t 
feel that great herself.”

Bhathena’s presence on the 
field is only matched by her re-
liability as a leader, according to 
teammate Emily Kelly ’22.

“Myra’s leadership is unique 
in the way from past Co-Cap-
tain’s roles by her individu-
al connection to each of the 
girls on the team. She is always 
checking in on each of our team-
mates and lends a listening ear if 
we need it. On-and-off the field, 
she is reliable and is someone 
we can count on!” Kelly added 
in an email to The Phillipian.

Bhathena believes in unifying 
the team by enforcing the idea 
that the team environment ex-
tends past the soccer field and 
even outside of Andover.

“I think I unify our team 
by making sure everyone has 
a voice and feels that they be-

long on the team. So that means 
checking in on everyone indi-
vidually, hanging out together 
outside, off the field, outside 
of school. Really making sure 
that the players understand that 
we’re more than just a soccer 
team.” Bhathena said.

According to Bu, Bhathena 
continues to create bonds with-
in the varsity program and be-
tween it and the junior varsity 
program by vocally supporting 
both programs.

Bu added, “I think a lot of 
times at other schools there’s a 
huge divide between the varsity 
and JV teams. Myra’s the first 
person who’s like, “Oh guys, 
let’s go support JV and cheer 

on JV.” Part of that is because of 
[Lisa Joel] and how she runs the 
soccer program. There’s not so 
much of a divide, just as a soc-
cer program itself we’re all su-
per together. And I guess on the 
field, Myra’s super encouraging 
and always cheering us on and 
off the field, she’s just one of the 
nicest people on campus… Even 
if it wasn’t for sports or for soc-
cer, she’s just so bright and so 
amazing. She’s a great person to 
know and be around.”

While the rest of her soccer 
career is undecided, Bhathena 
knows that she wants to stick 
around the soccer field, wheth-
er as a player or as a coach.

BOYSSOCCER

Boys Soccer Ties Cushing and Highly-Ranked NMH,
Bring Season Total of Ties to Four

After a couple of blocked 
attempts from Garrett Hol-
man ’24, Aldiyar Zhumashov 
’22 tucked away the equaliz-
ing goal on Wednesday to tie 
Cushing Academy 2-2, scoring 
his second goal in three games. 
The tie followed a previous 
draw against Northfield Mount 
Hermon on Saturday. Against 
NMH, Andover was unable to 
translate the atmosphere of 
Family weekend into a goal, re-
sulting in a goalless draw. Af-
ter these two stalemates, Boys 
Soccer’s record is now 4-3-4.

According to Giovanni 
Pagliuca ’23 and Ryan Lam ’24, 
the team went into the Cush-
ing game confident about their 
performance. This confidence, 
however, did not translate to 
high intensity, leading to an 
even match.

Pagliuca said, “We knew that 
Cushing was going to come out 
strong. They were going to 
play us as hard as they could, 
but maybe defend more, and 
sit back. I expected, though, 
that we would come out with a 
victory. I assumed our playsty-
le would overall be better than 
theirs and that we would out-
play them.”

Lam continued, “We were 
not focused and our heads 
were not where they needed to 
be. We expected so confident-
ly that we would win, that we 
weren’t prepared mentally to 
play at the level necessary to 

win with such ease. That was 
our biggest fault.”

According to Lam, the lack 
of practices in the week lead-
ing up to the game was an 
important factor of their per-
formance. Pagliuca noted the 
harsh weather conditions on 
Wednesday and the lack of 
time to prepare before the 
game.

Lam said, “We didn’t have 
real practices in the days lead-
ing up to the game. Parents 
weekend, in combination with 
the bad weather, [did not al-
low] us to. I think that hurt us 
a lot in this game. We weren’t 
really focused, as it had been 
days since we had a good, in-
tense, practice. Those are en-
tirely necessary to have a good 
game.”

Pagliuca added, “The weath-
er was cold and rainy, which 
are both tough conditions for 
soccer. Our bus was late, so we 
got out there with only 15 min-
utes to warm up. Away games 
in general are always tough, 
and honestly, the main thing 
that we battled with today was 
having a slow start. We weren’t 
ready nor awake for the game. 
In the future, we need to be 
more prepared for the game, 
mentally, no matter the condi-
tions. We have to play fast from 
the start.”

Despite the disappointing 
tie, there were many stand-
out performances. Christien 
Merritt PG’22 stood out in his 
offensive role and many oth-
er players stepped up in place 
of those injured, according to 

Pagliuca. 
“Christien had a good game. 

He was a bright spot in our of-
fense. Sam Elliot ’22 stepped 
up and had a good game as well, 
filling in for Max Huang ’24, at 
left back. The team did step 
up after falling behind… Ellis 
Denby ’24 played well in the 
midfield. He capitalized with a 
goal to bring the game back and 
tie it 1-1. Later on, Zhumashov 
scored again to equalize, and 
he had a great game as well. He 
[scored by] running down from 
the midfield and finishing. The 
goal had a large impact on the 
game, and honestly, saved it,” 
said Pagliuca.

Lam continued, “Christien 
was able to bring the ball up 
well, and created space for the 
team. A lot of our guys, also, 
played out of their position 
due to injuries. Ethan Hong 
’22, our captain, played center 
back, rather than on the wing. 
Nic Lam ’22 stepped up after 
not practicing for four weeks. 
He started today, and played 
well.”

Although the team was 
disappointed in their per-
formance, it looks to use this 
experience as a chance to im-
prove its shortcomings and 
ensure a good game this week-
end, according to Pagliuca. 
Specifically, the team hopes to 
hone in on its focus and play 
with high intensity. 

“Everyone on the team 
must, as individuals, lock in 
before games. We must be able 
to step up to the occasion, and, 
as our coach said, ‘forget the 

name on the front of the jer-
sey of our opponent.’ We must 
always play with 100 percent 
intensity, no matter who we 
are up against. That’s a big 
thing. Treating every opponent 
equally important, like they 
can beat us. We need to play 

with high intensity from the 
start,” said Pagliuca.

Boys Soccer will face Deer-
field away on Saturday.

Editor’s Note: Ryan Lam ’24 
is a Business Associate for The 
Phillipian.

MATT LEONARD

MONISHA KATHIKA

CAPTAINFEATURE

COURTESY OF PHILLIPS ACADEMY

Andover Boys Soccer’s draw against NMH marked the return of Christien 
Meritt PG’22 (top) and featured a spectacular performance from Derek Polanco 
PG’22 (bottom) where he made numerous saves which kept Andover in the game.

COURTESY OF MYRA BHATHENA

Co-Captain Myra Bhathena ’22 also 
leads Andover Track & Field during 
the Spring Term.

COURTESY OF PHILLIPS ACADEMY

With her speed and ability to impact the game on both defense and offense, 
Co-Captain Myra Bhathena ’22 is able to play multiple positions.

Andover Girls Soccer Co-Captain Mary Stuart Kerrigan ’22
Leads with ‘Tough Love’ and Encouragement

In all four years of her An-
dover career, Andover Girls 
Soccer Co-Captain Mary Stuart 
Kerrigan ’22 has played a ver-
satile role in the team and now 
leads through her extensive ex-
perience and knowledge of the 
game. According to Kerrigan, 
her ability to play many differ-
ent positions in the field comes 
from her love of the game.

“I think I just love the game 
of soccer, so especially grow-
ing up before Andover, I always 
loved just playing any position 

on the field, because that means 
you were in the game. Especial-
ly being a midfielder, you get 
back on defense, but you also 
score goals, and there’s a lot 
of running back and forth, so I 
think that enables me to be able 
to play multiple positions well,” 
said Kerrigan.

Sofia Traversari ’23 high-
lights fitness as one of Kerrig-
an’s strengths that allows her 
to play many positions and run 
around the pitch.

“What I’ve seen from Mary 
Stuart is that she’s probably 
one of the top fittest players on 
the team… She could be sprint-
ing for hours and she won’t get 
tired. She is an actual machine. 
She also plays soccer year-
round, because she plays [for]... 
the best club in New England, 
and in the summer she won [the 
national championships] with 
her club... The fact that she’s 
playing soccer consistently, 
even outside [Andover], is what 
I think makes her even better on 
the field, because she’s full, 100 
percent committed to soccer,” 
said Traversari.

Head Coach Lisa Joel de-
scribes Kerrigan as a player who 
fights to win; Joel believes Ker-
rigan enjoys that aspect of the 
game.

“Mary Stuart is a true com-
petitor. There is not any aspect 
of this game that she is not play-

ing to win, and with that inten-
sity inspires others to play with 
intensity, too. She raises the lev-
el of passion on the field. Mary 
Stuart loves to compete; she 
loves to win in the sense of all 
the individual wins that happen 
on the field, like the tackle, the 
50/50 ball, the corner kick. Ev-
ery moment, she brings her full 
self to it, and she expects that of 
her teammates, so in that way, 
she will have a really big college 
career because she just loves the 
game and brings intensity to the 
game,” said Joel.

Traversari says Kerrigan’s ex-
perience in soccer allows her to 
lead the team to maximize po-
tential for a win by instructing 
the team to adapt to different 
scenarios.

“She’s probably one of our 
smartest players, too. She knows 
when and how to give the ball to 
our players so we can effectively 
score a goal, or even when we’re 
losing or winning, she will know 
like, hey, it’s like, we got to de-
fend now, not really attack. Or 
like, let’s [not try] to score in the 
next five minutes, let’s try just to 
defend. Or when we’re winning 
by a lot, and the game is about 
to end and we have like three 
minutes left, she makes sure... 
smart moves to waste time in-
tentionally, so that we can win 
the game. So she’s a very, very 
sly player on the field,” said Tra-

versari.
Nevertheless, Traversari says 

Kerrigan is a leader who lets her 
confidence and cheerfulness 
lead naturally.

“What I love about her is 
that she’s so accepting, and she 
will not judge you if you make a 
mistake. She will encourage you 
to keep doing better, and as I 
mentioned, a leader is someone 
who leads the team but doesn’t 
demand, and I don’t think she 

demands at all. She encourages 
others, and through encourage-
ment and through the.... con-
fidence she emanates and her 
cheerfulness, I think that’s how 
she leads the team, without her 
really saying, ‘I’m going to lead 
you,’ or ‘this is what you have to 
do,’ or ‘this is what you’re not 
supposed to do.’”

Kerrigan will continue her 
athletic and academic career at 
the University of Chicago. 

DAIGO MORIWAKE

COURTESY OF MARY STUART KERRIGAN

Co-Captain Mary Stuart Kerrigan 
’22 takes free kicks and penalties for 
Andover Girls Soccer.

COURTESY OF PHILLIPS ACADEMY

Co-Captain Mary Stuart Kerrigan ’22 scored in Andover Girls Soccer’s most 
recent win over NMH.
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Girls Volleyball Suffers Another Loss Due to Missed Offensive Opportunities

GIRLSVOLLEYBALL

Despite amazing blocks from 
Pauline Huang ’23, impressive 
saves from Michelle Brunetti 
’23, and clear sets from Wendy 
Wang ’24, Andover Girls Vol-
leyball failed to record a win 
this Saturday. After a 0-3 loss 
against Northfield Mount Her-
mon, the team’s record stands 
at 8-7.

Despite needing work on its 
offense, the team’s defense has 
remained strong, according to 
Huang and Wang.

“We are a really defensively 
strong team, and I think our 
defense is one of the stron-
gest in the league. The defense 
worked really well, but the of-
fense needs to work more with 
our consistency and aggres-
siveness,” Huang said.

Wang added, “I think the de-
fense was incredible. Michelle 
got balls that I genuinely 
thought would die on the floor 
and she just picked it up every 
single time. In terms of offense, 
we focused a lot on [it] during 
the practices in the last week. 
That has definitely helped our 

offense, but in general, we still 
need to improve.”

A lack of consistency was 
the team’s downfall in the 
game, according to Karisa 
Bockley ’23.

“During the game I think we 
did really well with just staying 
with the next point mentality. 
But I think our energy wavers 
so much throughout the game 
that it’s really hard to keep up 
our energy and will to win the 
game and competitive spirit,” 
said Bockley.

According to Wang, it took 
the team a while to get into the 
game, but once it caught mo-
mentum, the team played well. 

“I think our energy changed 
a lot during the game. For the 
first two sets, our energy was 
pretty down, but in the third 
set, we came back really con-
fident and strong. As a setter 
on the court, I could really feel 
that every hitter wanted the 
ball and they were calling out 
for it. That’s a big improve-
ment I see in the team right 
now,” said Wang.

Bockley also mentioned that 
the team’s offense has shown 
progress since its last game 
against Exeter, but still has a 

lot of room to improve.
“[In terms of ] our offense, 

we’ve been working on our 
hits and doing a little bit of less 
predictable things, to make it 
harder for the other team to 
block. I think we didn’t do as 
well as we could have, based on 
how our practices went. But I 
think we did a lot better than 
the Exeter game and we’re im-
proving in that area, but we 
haven’t fully gotten there yet.” 
Bockley said.

According to Wang and 
Huang, the team practiced its 
offense by doing a lot of speed 
hitting and working alongside 
the coach individually. The 
team will continue to work 
on its offense by introducing 
quick offense into play. 

Wang said, “We did a lot of 
speed hitting, just everyone 
lined up in three lines and 
hit a lot of balls. Hitters indi-
vidually also worked with the 
coaches on off-hits when the 
set is really off the net, or real-
ly tight and need to adjust for 
those sets. I definitely see how 
our hitters are adjusting better 
this game.”

Huang said, “I think for the 
next week, we’re going to par-

ticularly work on our quick 
offense because I think our of-
fense now, the pacing is a bit 
too slow, and if it’s quicker, it’s 
going to be easier for us to hit 

because it can avoid the block-
ing on the other side.”

Andover Girls Volleyball 
will travel away on Saturday to 
face off against Deerfield.

Boys Cross Country Falls Short

BOYSXC

Tam Gavenas ’25 led the charge 
in front of a family-packed audi-
ence at the Great Lawn on Sat-
urday, finishing Andover’s five 
kilometer course in 16:12 and im-
proving the Junior record he set 
the previous week by 21 seconds. 
Despite Aidan Lin ’23 and Luke 
Williamson ’25 both posting per-
sonal records and cracking the 
top-100 fastest times list, Ando-
ver fell short to Northfield Mount 
Hermon 20-35. The team’s dual 
meet record now stands at 1-2.

According to Co-Captain Mat-
thew Ottenbreit ’22, it is import-
ant that Andover utilizes its home 
course as an advantage when rac-
ing. 

“[The team should have] more 
confidence in our race plan on our 
home course. We’re the experts on 
our home course, or at least, that’s 
our goal for this season, to become 
experts on our home course. And 
so it doesn’t make sense to run re-
actively during the race based on 
what the other teams are doing, 
we should really stick to our own 
race plan and follow through as 
best we can,” said Ottenbreit.

Despite NMH securing the sec-

ond through sixth place finishes 
and taking the overall win, Ando-
ver didn’t dwell on the loss and 
celebrated the exceptional indi-
vidual performances, according to 
Gavenas. 

“We did great, Aidan and Luke 
got in the top 100. I’m really proud 
of them. It’s been a lot since Satur-
day. We all set some amazing [per-
sonal records (PRs)], and it was a 
team effort. We were focused from 
our stretches and warm up and 
that helped us ultimately at the 
end,” said Gavenas.

According to Head Coach Pat-
rick Rielly, despite not earning 
a win against NMH, there were 
many bright spots amongst the 
team.

Rielly said, “I think [the team 
showed] improvement. We had 
35 runners race and 20 of them 
ran the fastest time they had run 
at a 5k at [Andover], so that was a 
really good improvement for our 
team.”

As Andover prepares to host In-
terschols in the coming weeks, the 
team is looking to refine its race 

strategy and increase its overall 
speed, according to Lin.

“I know the top Varsity guys are 
trying to work on pack running 
instead of running individually 
and ending up at the same place 
in the end. We’re definitely look-
ing forward to Interschols, a lot of 
people are trying to hit big PRs be-
forehand and then run their best at 
Interschols, so that’s gonna be a lot 
of fun,” said Lin.

Andover will travel to Deerfield 
to race on its new course on Satur-
day.

MONISHA KATHIKA

Field Hockey’s Record Stands at 11-0-1 after Back to Back Shutouts

FIELDHOCKEY

After two back-to-back 1-0 
wins against Northfield Mount 
Hermon and BB&N, and shut-
outs from goalie Ellie Parker ’25, 
Andover Field Hockey contin-
ues to look strong as the season 
goes on. After these two victo-
ries, the team’s record is now 
11-0-1.

Despite these two wins, the
team is struggling to convert 
on many scoring opportunities. 
According to Julia Hall ’22, the 
team still needs to work on cap-
italizing on their many scoring 

chances in order to win.
Hall said, “We have to get bet-

ter at scoring, pretty much. One 
of our strengths is certainly our 
goalie, Ellie, and without her, 
we would have lost many games. 
It is nice to know we have a very 
solid goalie who is going to help 
us win.”

The cold and rainy weath-
er was definitely difficult in its 
game on Wednesday, said Cap-
tain Ellie Harrison ’22. Accord-
ing to Harrison, the cold and 
rainy weather was a new chal-
lenge for the team, one which 
they haven’t had to face so far 
this year. 

Harrison said, “This season 
we have had really nice weath-

er. We haven’t really had to ad-
just to colder temperatures and 
[play] in the rain. And moving 
forward there will be days when 
it is cold and rainy, and we have 
to adapt and learn to play under 
different circumstances. It looks 
like it is going to rain at Deer-
field on Saturday, so this was 
good preparation for sure.”

Although its offense is look-
ing sturdy, Andover would not 
have had as many scoring op-
portunities in the first place if 
it wasn’t for the defense. Molly 
Boyle ’25 credits their defense 
with shutting down the oppo-
nent’s offensive tries. 

Boyle said, “We were able to 
produce offense through many 
shots on net and winning fouls 
in the circle resulting in corners. 
I thought we played well de-
fensively and were able to shut 
down their long ball plays also.”

According to Ellie Harrison, 
the team needs to focus on start-
ing out strong and capitalizing 
more on their scoring chances 
inside the circle. 

Harrison said, “We have defi-
nitely struggled with starting 
strong. We don’t often score 
goals until the second half of the 
game. We should really focus on 
coming out strong and getting 
goals from the start, and getting 
goals in general. We are often 
dominating the game but the 
scoreboard doesn’t really reflect 
that. We can’t really get that fi-
nal touch in the goal, so I think 

focusing on scoring in the circle 
and scoring, in general, will help 
us.”

Andover Field Hockey looks 
to continue its undefeated sea-
son this Saturday at Deerfield.

TYLER PARKER

K.SUH/THE PHILLIPIAN

Despite a loss for Andover Boys Cross Country against NMH, the JV team 
won 25-34.

M. DOUCETTE/THE PHILLIPIAN

With its two 1-0 wins against NMH and BB&N, Andover Field Hockey has 
scored one goal in each of its last three games.
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Entering the final five games of its season, Andover Girls Volleyball is en-
during a four-game losing streak.

ELLE MENDEZ

COURTESY OF PHILLIPS ACADEMY

Before Interschols, Andover Boys Cross Country will face off against Deerfield away and then host Phillips Exeter 
Academy.

M. DOUCETTE/THE PHILLIPIAN

Andover Field Hockey has only conceded five goals all season.
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Boys Water Polo Dominates St. John’s Prep in Final Game in Borden

BOYSWOPO

With a mighty shot by Zack 
Godsey ’25, Andover Boys Water 
Polo gained another point in its 
17-5 win against St. John’s Prep 
on Saturday. Ending its last ever 
game in Borden on a high note, 
the team’s record now stands at 
7-5.  

Despite the many shot oppor-
tunities and goals, the team needs 

to work on executing plays when 
it has a man down against the oth-
er team, according to Sean Niu ’25.

“I feel like the team’s already 
come a long way, but there’s still 
a few things to improve on such 
as, for example, in certain six on 
five plays, you need to have more 
spacing than usual. I feel like on 
offense, we were able to share the 
ball a lot better. We just needed 
to execute it by shooting the ball 
more often. And then when you 
can just get on defense. We were 
having a lot of hands up, which 

is good so you can block a ton of 
shots,” said Niu.

According to Co-Captain Sean 
Meng ’22, the energy of the Se-
niors’ excitement in their last 
home game was radiant and re-
sulted in the team’s best perfor-
mance yet.

“I think this game was a special 
game for us. This was kind of our 
last home game of the season, of 
my Senior career and all the oth-
er years as Andover careers. So I 
think, especially during the fourth 
quarter, we put all the Seniors in, 
I think there was like, a lot of col-
lective energy. I think [it was the] 
most energy we’ve seen all season, 
and I think that fourth quarter 
was probably the best like wa-
ter polo we’ve ever played on the 
team,” said Meng.

Meng highlighted Nick Don-
aldson ’23 and Godsey for their 
exceptional performances.

Meng said, “I think I have to 
give credit to Nick Donaldson, 
class of 23. He started off again 
for us, almost like a quarterback 
position, but for the younger guys. 
He was the play director, he was 
leading the entire team as well. So 
I would say him for sure. And who 
else? Zack Godsey, Class of 25, re-
ally great. On the right flat for the 
first and third quarters.”

Trey Wolfe ’23 noted that this 
game was a great opportunity for 
the younger players to get more 
playing time.

“I just think it was a really good 
opportunity for a lot of guys to get 

in. We’re able to see that some of 
the younger guys are really good 
players, and they’re capable of 
playing good games. So yeah, 
I think that it was good for the 
whole team,” said Wolfe. 

As the final game in the Borden 
Gym for Boys Water Polo, the mo-
tivation to win was high, accord-
ing to Meng and Wolfe. 

“[It was] the last Boys Varsity 
Water Polo game to be played in 
our pool because it’s being torn 
down this year. I think that was 
definitely a component of you 
know, let’s leave it all here. Well, 
first of all, let’s win this game. But 
second of all, you know, let’s leave 
our, like full effort, everything we 
have,” said Meng.

“I think going into it, there 
was definitely a bit more emotion 
honestly, like, we need to win this 
game because for the Seniors, it’s 
their last home game. And for 
everyone else, it’s the last game 
in the 1912 pool. So we felt like it 
was sort of a last game, but first 
off, we need to win, and second 
off, it needs to be a big one. I was 
worried that there were gonna be 
a lot of people there. ‘Like, let’s re-
tire the pool with a good send-off.’ 
I think that really helped us out,” 
added Wolfe.

Andover will seek another 
win as it travels to Deerfield next 
weekend.

GIRLSXC

17 out of 20 Andover Girls 
Cross Country runners achieved 
new personal records, propelling 
the team to a perfect 15-50 win 
over Northfield Mount Hermon 
and a 20-41 win against Winsor 
at home on Saturday. The team’s 
record now stands at 3-0. 

According to Caroline Em-
pey ’22 and Patricia Tran ’24, the 
increased support from family 
weekend motivated the team 
during the race.

“This was a nice race for every-
one because I think a lot of people 
PR’ed. A lot of parents were here 

to watch, so it was just really fun 
for me and for our parents. I felt 
good personally; it was a nice 
race,” said Empey. 

“Definitely the family week-
end vibes, just because there was 
so much cheering going on, and 
there was so much support along 
the course. So I think that just re-
ally helped everyone push them-
selves,” added Tran.

Leading up to the race, the 
team looked to capitalize on its 
home course advantage and the 
specific training it worked on 
during practice, according to Tran 
and Vanessa Fan ’23. 

Tran said, “We were just try-
ing to take advantage of our home 
course advantage because we 

were racing St. Paul’s the previ-
ous weekend, and we didn’t know 
anything about their course. But 
this week, knowing we had home 
course advantage, we just want-
ed to run it how we usually run it 
during practice and use each oth-
er in packs to make the most out 
of it.”

Fan added, “We were working 
specifically on the start and end, 
which is on the Great Lawn. We 
basically mocked how we would 
begin a race and how we would 
finish the race, so I think that defi-
nitely helped a lot during the race 
because we were already very 
comfortable with the route, and 
we actually knew where we were 
going this time.”

Maintaining an undefeated 
record in its dual meets and plac-
ing well at invitationals, Ando-
ver’s success this season can be 
attributed to its supportive team 
environment, according to Fan. 

“I think the girls team has a 
great team spirit overall. [At] this 
particular time during the season, 
a lot of the team members are in-
jured, so we have a much smaller 
group now. But I think the rest of 
us, we’ve really stuck to each oth-
er and supported each other along 
the road and stuck to our packs, 
making it to the finish line pretty 
strong.”

According to Fan and Tran, the 
team is looking to stay injury-free 
and build on its strategic pack 
running as Andover prepares to 
host Interscols in November.

“I guess we just want to con-

tinue pushing ourselves, finishing 
the season strong, and mainly just 
keeping ourselves healthy overall. 
We really don’t want to lose any-
one else right now because we’re 
a really small team now. Just stay-
ing on track, keeping ourselves 
safe, healthy, and not injured for 
the rest of the season,” said Fan.

“Pack running, definitely. Ev-
eryone is settled into their packs 
now, so using each other, knowing 
when and where to use the pack 
and use each other will definite-
ly help us in Interschols because 
it’s on our home course. Also just 
getting to know the course better 
since we’re hosting,” added Tran.

Girls Cross Country will look 
to further its undefeated record 
away against Deerfield on Satur-
day.

MEG STINEMAN

COURTESY OF PHILLIPS ACADEMY

After defeating both Choate and St. Paul’s by a margin of 21 points, Andover Girls Cross Country was even more 
dominant against NMH, winning by 35 points.

M. DOUCETTE/THE PHILLIPIAN

Andover Boys Water Polo’s offensive strength has been evident this sea-
son, only scoring less than ten goals in a game on two occasions.

STAFF REPORT

K.SUH/THE PHILLIPIAN

A team with a young core, Andover Girls Cross Country consists of 37 run-
ners, 11 of which are Juniors.

M. DOUCETTE/THE PHILLIPIAN

Before a tournament play-in which is then followed by Interschols, Ando-
ver Boys Water Polo has only two regular season games remaining.

Brunswick Sweeps Aside Andover Football, Triumphs 40-0

Co-Captain and quarterback Julio Dahl ’22 scrambles out of the pocket (left) and faces 
pressure from Brunswick defense (right).

In Andover Football’s four-game losing streak, it has struggled on the defensive side of the ball, con-
ceding 151 points in its last four games.
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Jason Kim ’23 Finds Individuality and 
Comfort in Simplicity and Unique Color Combos

Jason Kim ’23 wears a ca-
sual green crewneck paired 
with khaki Chubbies shorts 
and finishes the look with a 
pair of Alexander McQueen 
sneakers. He creates these 
comfortable and simplistic 
looks using solidly colored 
pieces and a mix of casual and 
higher-end fashion brands. 

“The aesthetic I’m drawn 
to is a simple, oversized hood-
ie, with nothing on it, [...] For 
me, I like a more simple fit 
than a complex fit, sticking to 
the basics,” said Kim.

Over the past few years, 
Kim has experimented more 
with different color combina-
tions, straying away from his 
previous style of mainly dark-
er shades and incorporating 
vibrant tones such as red and 

green into his outfits. He feels 
this is a major part of what 
sets his fashion apart from 
others’, spicing up the mini-
malist simplicity of hoodies 
and sweatpants with this bold 
mixing of colors. 

“I think over the past few 
years I’ve gotten more com-
plex with it, I tried different 
things, two years ago I used 
to be more a dark color per-
son [...] but now I just mix in 
a little bit of blue sometimes, 
a little red, a little green—it’s 
more colorful now,” said Kim.

Though Kim usually likes 
casual clothing, his ward-
robe is versatile and diverse, 
covering higher-end fashion 
such as Balenciaga and Alex-
ander McQueen in addition 
to more casual brands such as 
Nike. Kim prefers Lululemon 
for comfort, while he likes Pa-
tagonia for more looks-based 

fits. He also sometimes com-
bines casual elements such as 
turtleneck shirts with formal 
pieces such as Vivienne West-
wood necklaces as a bridge 
between casual and formal 
fashion, maintaining a bal-
anced, composed outfit.

 “I’m a mix of both—two 
sides—the one side being, 
maybe some casual polo shirt, 
jeans, and the other side be-
ing more comfortable, like 
sweatpants type, Nike, hoodie 
type fit,” said Kim.

Whether Kim’s outfit is 
more casual or dressy, he’s 
able to artfully piece together 
simple yet fashionable outfits 
with what he has, according 
to Kim’s friend, Alanna Ol-
sen ’23. Olsen added that Kim 
doesn’t plan outfits the night 
before; an integral part of his 
morning routine is picking his 
clothes for the day, being able 

to efficiently and effectively 
spontaneously compose out-
fits from what he has in his 
wardrobe. 

“He’s able to put things to-
gether well, [...] either when 
he’s dressing nice or pretty 
casual, but with each outfit 
I feel like there’s something 
unique about it,” said Olsen.

Kim values the unique 
character of his style, and 
looking forward into the fu-
ture, finds it very important 
to pass on this sense of indi-
viduality in fashion to future 
generations. 

“I hope to shine an influ-
ence to my kids when I grow 
up. I want to make my kids 
dress well, make them have 
their own fashion sense even 
if it doesn’t align with mine, 
encourage them to have their 
own sense of style,” said Kim. 

AYDIN HIRSCHMAN 
 & AVA CHEN

COURTESY OF JASON KIM

Holst, Folk Tunes, and Wordless Songs: Orchestra, Band, and Chorus 
Performances Bring Joy and Musical Community to Family Weekend

From Dvorák’s New World Symphony to John Conahan’s avant-garde “Clap/Bang,” Academy orchestras, bands, 
and choruses performed a range of music at the first in-person Family Weekend since 2019. With shows on Friday 
and Saturday night, the program included Chamber Orchestra, Symphony Orchestra, Amadeus String Ensemble, 
Concert Band, Academy Chorus, and the Fidelio Society. Performers and audience members spoke to The Phillipi-
an regarding their concert experiences, the return to in-person performances, and community music-making.

AYDIN HIRSCHMAN 
 & AVA CHEN

We have a lot of talent and work very hard to produce 
quality tunes. I know all the members of the [Andover] 
music program really appreciate support and atten-
dance at concerts. We hope to show parents and stu-
dents alike the extent to which we can push the bound-
aries of the concert band as we will be playing some 
unconventional songs [at the] next performance. These 
will include a selection of “rags” from the early 1900s.

Nate Bechard ’24 - Thursday Concert Band

My favorite piece of the concert was “Let My Love Be Heard” by Jake Runes-
tad, sung by the Fidelio Society. There is a specific section in the piece where 
the higher parts, soprano, and alto, sing in a call and response. The sounds 
resonated throughout the chapel and created a beautiful harmonious sound. 
The piece reminded me why I love to sing, as it brings me joy and peace.

Lauren Mahoney ’23 - Academy Chorus and the Fidelio Society

It was really cool to be a part of a communi-
ty making music because you win together, you 
lose together. We worked pretty hard to get here... 
I [also] really liked the [Academy Chorus’] word-
less pieces, because I thought it was really cool 
how [Dr. Siegfried, Chair in Music] described it 
as beyond just the language that we usually use.

Michela Rowland ’24 - Thursday Concert Band

I feel like playing the pieces showed the beau-
ty of an orchestra. To be honest, we were in a lit-
tle bit of a time crunch to prepare for a family 
weekend, but I felt like it was a great accomplish-
ment from the orchestra to be able to get it ready.

Kylan Li ’24 - Tuesday and Thursday Amadeus

The acoustics in the chapel are beautiful and really 
make a performance like that come alive. I think it’s so 
special that we can be back in person for performanc-
es with a live audience (and with non-campus view-
ers), but it’s also really nice for our performers to be 
able to do what they love in front of friends and family.

Ms. Kassie Archambault ’06
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Artist Linh Dang ’23 Connects with Childhood 
and Subverts Artist Expectations Through Crocheting

With delicate white flowers 
adorning the front and puffy 
sleeves, matching the loose and 
simplistic design, the intricate, 
personally-crocheted magenta 
cardigan is one of the many em-
broidery projects that Linh Dang 
’23 has worked on in the past 
year. Dang was first introduced 
to crocheting as a childhood 
hobby from her mother,   who, in 
a post-war Vietnam, used cro-
cheting as a fun pastime when 
other toys were not available.

“With [my mom and] the Viet-
namese women in my life, cro-
cheting was something that they 
engaged in... The Vietnam War 
took away a lot of basic forms of 
entertainment that they would 
have been able to play with, like 
a child these days would. [Em-
broidery] was something that 
they occupied their time with, 
and it’s [also] something that I 
was able to bond over with my 
mom, other family, friends… 
It’s just something that I enjoy, 
something carried over from my 
childhood until now,” said Dang. 

Aside from cardigans, Dang 
has also crafted an assortment 
of tote bags, hats, and stuffed an-
imals. Throughout quarantine, 
Dang started to expand her cro-
chet art beyond just following 

tutorials on YouTube, develop-
ing a more unique and self-ex-
pressive art style.

“I like to make projects that 
are really vibrant [and] fun. I 
tend to stray away from more 
classic sort of patterns, [but] I 
like to embrace the trends, and 
something that’s really trendy 
right now [is] vibrant colors. 
Also animals—I like incorporat-
ing animals into my projects. For 
example, I made a frog hat [that] 
I think really represented my-
self,” said Dang. 

Dang additionally empha-
sizes both self-expression and 
a subversion of normalcy with 
her crochet projects. According 
to Dang, the patterns she uses 
might be considered odd and 
atypical, but her execution of 
the style gives her some room 
for unique self-expression. Abby 
Andam ’23, a friend of Dang, 
highlights the distinctiveness in 
Dang’s art medium that accom-
panies her particular style. 

“In general, I’d say crocheting 
is a pretty unique area of art. I 
mean, you don’t often see many 
crochet exhibits, typically it’s 
just some type of illustration. I 
think that’s something I really 
enjoy about Linh’s art. In a way, 
it breaks the expectations of an 
artist,” said Andam. 

Dang not only views crochet 
as important because of the ex-
pressive and creative outlet that 

it provides, but also because of 
the connection it can establish 
with both her community and 
herself. Though it certainly pro-
vides her with a sense of comfort 
amidst academic and extra-cur-
ricular stress, the significance of 
crochet extends beyond being 
personal—crochet allowed Dang 
to establish a community of fam-
ily and friends who shared her 
passion.

“For me, it’s definitely some-
thing where I find a lot of peace 
and relaxation, especially after 
classes. I spend a lot of time in 
the maker space just crushing 
stuff and using the resourc-
es they have there. But at the 
same time, my crochet account 
has helped us connect with lots 
of other creators… It’s not only 
connected me to like other peo-
ple online, but also to my family. 
I think I got to understand an 
aspect of my mom’s childhood 
that, luckily, carried on,” said 
Dang. 

Though Dang has not com-
pletely considered selling her 
designs or patterns online, she 
still wants to share her love 
for crocheting with the world, 
whether it be through teaching 
friends simple patterns or com-
ing up with a unique one of her 
own. 

“For this year, I want to design 
patterns that I can release for 
free online. I’ve really benefited 

from different people’s patterns, 
and I think it’d be really cool to 
share my own sort of invention. I 
just have to figure out what sort 

of piece is worthy of me sharing 
online [that] represents my style 
of crocheting,” said Dang. 

JACKIE LI

COURTESY OF LINH DANG

Artist Joy Kim ’23 Explores New 
Mediums and Showcases Original Thinking in Her Art

Whether Joy Kim ’23 was 
drawing on the walls as an 
infant or more recently creat-
ing installations out of paper 
mache, she has always found 
a way to create art. Since sec-
ond grade, Kim has been tak-
ing formal art classes, where 
she learned to incorporate 
her own experiences into her 
work. She hopes that when 
viewing her pieces, the audi-
ence see art reflective of her 
individuality.

“What’s the point, if I just 
make things that have already 
been made? I don’t want mine 
to be a copy of someone else’s, 
[I want] my original thoughts. 
A lot of people think the same 

thing. But I want how I ex-
press it to be unique,” said 
Kim. 

Although Kim’s favorite 
medium is painting, she has 
explored many alternatives 
over the years, including 
drawing, acrylics, and sculp-
ture. Kim mentioned one 
notable acrylic painting in 
which she spent an extensive 
time in the “the ugly phase,” 
and how this lengthy process 
made the final result even 
more rewarding.

“There’s always this [ugly 
phase] where it just looks re-
ally bad and you don’t want to 
do it anymore. For me, [with] 
that piece, that period was 
the longest. I worked on it for 
two months and for the first 
two weeks, I just didn’t want 
to do it because it looked so 

bad. But then the end result 
I was really satisfied with,” 
said Kim.

According to Kim, she isn’t 
naturally a planner when it 
comes to future art projects 
and endeavors. While explor-
ing art in college is a path she 
may explore, her current goal 
is trying new mediums and 
diving further into her cre-
ativity.

“I don’t really think that 
much before I start some-
thing, [which is] kind of a 
problem, because I never 
know what I’m doing with 
whatever I’m doing. I just 
want to try new things, [like] 
sculpture. I want to explore 
more of that, because I like it 
a lot,” said Kim.

SARAH HASSANEIN

Review: A Success in Spectacle—‘Dune’ is a Triumph in Worldbuilding

“Dune” is a spectacle that 
excels in every technical as-
pect. Directed by Dennis Vil-
leneuve and released on Octo-
ber 22, 2021, by Warner Bros. 
Pictures, the film transports 
viewers to its universe and im-
merses us in an unforgettable 
experience, while remaining 
faithful to Frank Herbert’s 
1965 novel of the same name. 
The movie is set in an inter-
galactic empire intertwined 
in a political standoff between 
noble houses. In this, we fol-
low Paul Atreides (Timothée 
Chalamet), son of the Duke 
and heir to House Atreides, 
as he embarks on a journey 
of self-discovery when his 
family is assigned to rule the 
harsh desert planet of Arrakis, 
where the most important 
energy source in the empire, 
“spice,” is located. Caution: 
spoilers ahead. 

Villeneuve brings the world 
of “Dune” to life with such 
precision that his respect for 
the source material is abun-
dantly clear. From the diverse 
aircrafts to the hunter-seekers 
that orchestrated the assas-
sination attempt on Paul, to 
the Bene Gesserit (a group of 
witches) who plan behind the 
shadows, the beautiful cos-
tume and production design 

add to the sense that the world 
is not simply a movie set. From 
the architecture to the cogs in 
the machinery, the setting is 
specific to and immersed in 
this world. Many scenes in-
dulge in showing the planets 
and how they work, in all their 
peculiarities and wonder. This 
careful attention to detail is 
what sets “Dune” apart from 
other movies of its kind; it 
does not cut corners in world-
building.  

The spectacle is “Dune”’s 
main focus. Explosions, fight-
ing, and battles on an epic 
scale all glue us to our seat. 
The sound design was a nota-
ble standout, especially with 
the “voice” used by Paul and 
his mother. When the famous 
Arraki sandworms tower over 
the characters on the screen, 
we viewers feel their shak-
ing roars. Combined with the 
breathtaking score by veter-
an composer Hans Zimmer, 
which weaves vocals with 
these extraterrestrial sounds, 
the film’s sound makes for an 
audial masterpiece and a cap-
tivating experience. 

“Dune” features a star-stud-
ded cast with Hollywood icons 
such as Jason Momoa, Oscar 
Isaac, Stellan Skarsgård, Javi-
er Bardem, Dave Bautista, and 
Josh Brolin. Every cast mem-
ber shines, and watching their 
performances, their effort 
and dedication is apparent. 
Rebecca Ferguson is a par-

ticular standout, embodying 
a passionate but courageous 
mother. Zendaya, on the other 
hand, generated much press 
buzz, but unfortunately did 
not have a major role in the 
film, being limited to Paul’s 
dreams and the very end of 
the movie. Ultimately, holding 
the film together is Chalamet, 
who makes a fantastic lead, 
with the range to both nail the 
action scenes and carry emo-
tional moments.

With so much exposition, it 
would be easy for the viewer 
to feel overwhelmed and lost 
in the story. This is what oc-
curred in David Lynch’s 1984 
adaptation of Herbert’s novel. 
Denis Villeneuve, on the other 
hand, strikes a careful and ef-
fective balance. He simplifies 
the story enough that people 
who have never had any expe-
rience with the story can fol-
low the narrative, while avid 
“Dune” readers can also bask 
in the movie’s detail and fore-
shadowing. 

A triumphant spectacle, 
“Dune” combines political 
intrigue with life-or-death 
stakes, from the death of Paul’s 
father halfway through the 
film to Paul and his mother’s 
many near-death experiences. 
Yet, despite its overwhelm-
ing successes, the movie suf-
fered its biggest setback in its 
pacing. Being an adaptation 
of only the first half of the 
book, the story felt like a lot 

of set-ups to a disappointing 
amount of pay-off. Many of 
the ideas explored ended up 
unanswered, and as a result, 
the movie feels incomplete. 
Moreover, “Dune” lacked a 
defined climax—not a flaw in 
itself—but in this movie’s case, 
the ending felt like it came out 
of nowhere. There is no doubt 
that Villeneuve and his team 
will tie off all the loose ends 

in a potential sequel, but as 
it stands, “Dune” is certainly 
closer to its on-screen title: 
“Dune: Part One.”

“Dune” receives a 5/5 for 
not only being a thoroughly 
compelling story with political 
intrigue, mystical elements, 
and an interesting main char-
acter, but also detail-oriented 
directing and cohesive pro-
duction.

SARAH HASSANEIN
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