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After NASA scientists spent 
years locating and analyzing an 
optimal location for rover land-
ing in efforts to find evidence of 
biological life on Mars, NASA’s 
Perseverance Rover successfully 
landed on Mars on February 18, 
much to the excitement of the Jet 
Propulsion Laboratory (J.P.L.) 
team. Andover alum and J.P.L. 
cognizant engineer Sarah Sher-
man ’04 was among the many 
team members cheering the rov-
er on behind Zoom screens.

The Perseverance Rover de-

celerated from 15 times the speed 
of a bullet to land inside Jezero 
Crater, the site of an ancient lake 
on the surface of Mars and will 
begin collecting data.

Perseverance is the first rover 
that is able to drill and cache rock 
samples with its new coring drill. 
Sherman was a member of the 
team that worked for six years 
designing and producing the 
sample tubes to store the rocks 
and regolith collected from Mars.

“I was the Cognizant engi-
neer for the sample tubes and the 
sample tube storage assembly. 
There are 43 sample tubes that 
will contain rock and regolith on 
Mars. My job was designing and 

fabricating those parts. I was part 
of a very large team that did that. 
The Cognizant engineer is the 
point person though for it,” said 
Sherman.

The sample tubes on Perse-
verance are made from titanium, 
a strong metal suited for space, 
and encased with white ceram-
ic to help regulate the internal 
temperature. After collecting 
rock samples, the rover will then 
store them for a future mission 
to collect and send [them] back 
to Earth to further examine and 
study them.

“Up until now, whenever we 
go to Mars––we’ve sent a few 
rovers there and a few landers 
there–we do all of our science on 
Mars. So you basically bring your 
laboratory there and you have 
little miniature instruments that 
can measure what the material is 
on Mars and you can take photos 
of it. It’s like bringing your chem-
istry lab to Mars… Ideally what 
we’d like to do is bring some of 
the Martian rock and regolith 
back to Earth. We can use all of 
the world’s world-class laborato-
ries to analyze it and learn about 
traces of ancient life,” said Sher-
man.

Though the project success-
fully landed the rover on Mars, 
the team did not do so without 
struggling. The biggest chal-
lenge Sherman’s team faced 
was adhering to the guidelines 
of planetary protection, mean-
ing keeping Earth and Mars safe 
from contamination of each oth-
er. Everything found on Mars 
should come from only Mars and 

“Touchdown Con�rmed!”: 
Sarah Sherman ’04 On Six Years of 
Work on NASA’s Perseverance Rover

ELYSE GONCLAVES &
KAREN WANG

“People tell you ‘No, you can’t 
do that,’ and ‘that’s not done.’ 
That’s where things changed by 
’68. The world was saying, ‘Yes, 
it can be done.’ Just because it 
had never been done before, 
doesn’t mean it can’t be,” said 
Gordon Baird ’68, a competitive 
sailor, column-writer for the 
“Gloucester Times,” co-founder 
of the “Musician” magazine, and 
Andover’s 1968 Class Secretary, 
when describing how the world 
was changing when he was a stu-
dent at Andover. 

Baird recalled that back in 
1965 when he was a Junior at An-
dover, the school was very differ-
ent from nowadays: everything 
was very strict and old-fash-
ioned, and sports were of utmost 
importance. Yet since Andover 
didn’t offer sailing, Baird was 
unable to find his place at the 
school as a non-athlete.

“1965 was more like the 
1940’s, everything was just a 
certain way. Everything in the 
school was ruled by sports. It 
was a very different system then, 
it was all about sports and who 
was the most popular. We had a 
lot of really good sports people 
there, so I never made a Varsity 
team,” said Baird.

However, as The Beatles 
gradually became famous in the 
next few years, people’s interest 
shifted away from solely sports, 
and Baird was able to find his 
place in Andover as a singer and 
drummer in a Rock and Roll 
band of five people, where they 
learned the hit songs from the 
radio and performed them for 
their peers.

“The Beatles changed every-
thing. All of a sudden, I got in 
a band, and I was a pretty good 
singer and I didn’t know it. But 
so suddenly, there was some-
thing outside of sports, and of 
course, the girls at Abbot and 
everywhere loved Rock and Roll 
bands. And so even though I was 
young and I was just starting, we 
were really good Beatles singers. 
[…] I didn’t have to be a jock to be 
popular,” said Baird.

 According to Baird, a gui-
tar player of the Rock and Roll 
band later got to perform with 
Billy Joel as well as large bands 
such as the Orleans, and Baird 
had learned a lot from playing 
with him at Andover. In fact, this 
player continued to influence 
Baird even after Baird graduated 
when he decided to participate 
in competitive sailing.

“I sailed every day because 
when I was in Rock and Roll, the 
guy who played with Billy Joel, 
he practiced every day, even 
when he was a big-time star, and 
he went touring across the coun-
try every day, practice, practice, 
practice, practice. And I said, if 
I’m going to be a really competi-
tive sailor, I got to practice, I got-
ta go every day,” said Baird.

Another story that made 
Baird’s time at Andover mem-
orable was his trip with a day 
student to the “Impossible 
Dream Game,” the historic game 
between the Boston Red Sox 
and the Minnesota Twins that 
marked the first league winning 
season of the Boston Red Sox 
since 1958 and allowed the team 
to enter the [American] League 
[Championship Series], which 
the team hadn’t won since 1918, 
breaking the longest losing 
streak in sports at the time. And 
although Baird was an Orioles 
fan, he was also excited by the 
game. 

Baird said, “I remember we 
were about to leave because I 
said, ‘I gotta get back by six.’ And 
he said, ‘We can’t leave.’ The 
score was tied in the last inning 
and we won in the last inning on 
a home run and I remember ev-
erybody screaming and yelling.”

According to Baird, histo-
ry class was particularly hard 
at Andover, and he did not en-
joy the focus on memorization. 
Nowadays, however, Baird is 
profoundly interested in history 
and appreciates what he learned 
at Andover.

“But today, I love history. And 
I realize that’s probably what 
Andover courses had exposed to 
me. First of all, it was so high a 
degree of difficulty that you re-
ally had to concentrate to do the 

work. Because at Andover, if you 
don’t do the work, you can’t fake 
it for long. And that means read-
ing. So sometimes you just sit 
there and start reading, get that 
book out. And every night, that’s 
all you did, homework. It was a 
lot of homework. But it obvious-
ly made us better scholars, better 
students.” said Baird.

Overall, Baird thought his 
time at Andover had taught him 
a lot, not only knowledge but 
also the method of learning and 
attitude required to succeed. He 
learned the importance of work 
and practice, which he later 
demonstrated in his sailing ex-
perience as well.

 “What I learned was a meth-
od to learn and a method to think. 
And I also learned that there was 
no sneaking around. You have to 
go right at the thing and do the 
work… The world sort of works 
not by mystery, it works by sci-
ence, logic, and work, and ability, 
and especially work… Anything 
can go wrong, you could tip over. 
You gotta be ready for the day 
you do tip over and Andover kind 
of taught me that, it taught me a 
method of solving problems and 
also rely on my instinct to solve 
problems.” said Baird.

But more importantly, the 
experience of studying at Ando-
ver also polished Baird’s skills 
and taught him to believe in 
his own efforts and not anyone 
else’s. These ideas played a big 
role when Baird later founded 
the “Musician” magazine, which 
was then bought by Billboard. 

Baird said, “I learned at An-
dover to believe in myself be-
cause if you can stay afloat at An-
dover, it’s like drown proofing. 
If you could pass that, you could 
swim anywhere. And so I be-
lieved in myself, but I also knew 
the work was the key. And when 
we did the magazine, I would 
work a lot of hours. Yet I did it 
because I loved it. I was working 
for me, not some boss, and so you 
were [working] ten times harder. 
When you mow your own lawn, 
you work harder and do a better 
job than when you’re mowing 
someone else’s lawn.”

The Beatles and Athletic Popularity: 
Gordon Baird ’68 Recalls Andover In 1960’s

COURTESY  OF JENNIFER SAVINO
During her Junior year at Andover, Sarah Sherman  ’04 wrote a to-do list 
that included “Work for NASA.” Check!

In preparation for the start of 
Spring Term on March 24, the ad-
ministration has released a more 
specific and comprehensive plan, 
including details on HyFlex class 
logistics and on-campus student 
life. Granted the ongoing pan-
demic and C.D.C. recommenda-
tions for in-person instruction, the 
spring invites an array of logical 
complexities to ensure both the 
safety and productivity of all stu-
dents. 

Coming up with solutions spe-
cific to possible issues that will 
arise in the spring will be neces-
sary, according to Raj Mundra, 
Dean of Studies. For in-person 
classes that exceed the classroom 
capacity, teachers will use differ-
ent solutions for conducting class, 
depending on the circumstances 
of their students. 

“Say there are 14 students in a 
class and the classroom capaci-
ty is 12. Obviously, if two of those 
students are remote for the entire 
term, no problem. If we’ve got 14 
students in-person, then we can-

not exceed the classroom capacity 
and that’s very clear. We can’t fit 14 
into 12,” said Mundra.

According to Mundra, one way 
teachers may go about addressing 
the issue of class overflow is by 
running a HyFlex class—having 
two students remotely and syn-
chronously engage. Holding class-
es outdoors is also a possibility 
for when the weather improves. 
In order to accommodate both 
in-person and remote students, 
the administration has placed a 
heavy emphasis on the inclusivity 
and accessibility of classes. Fac-
ulty are referring back to similar 
experiences from Fall Term, in 
which many classes ran with mul-
tiple in-person students and a per-
centage of remote students. 

“We have outfitted classrooms 
with the appropriate technology 
which are three cameras in the 
classes: one wide-angle [camera] 
to capture the whole class, an-
other moveable standalone on a 
tripod, and the third camera is 
your computer camera that we 

Andover Releases 
More Comprehensive 

Spring Term Plans

ERIN KIM &
DANIEL WAHEED

During the cold and taxing 
months of Winter Term, Head of 
School Day (HOSD) traditionally 
offers “the gift of time,” allowing 
the student body an extra day free 
of responsibilities. However, Head 
of School Dr. Raynard Kington has 
decided to break with the 30-year 
tradition of announcing HOSD 
during Winter Term; HOSD is 
postponed for the Spring Term, 
according to Dean of Studies Raj 
Mundra. 

Beginning in 1991, after 13th 
Head of School Donald McNemar 
noticed a surplus of students at 
the former Isham Health Center, 
HOSD has remained a beloved 
tradition through four Head of 
Schools, according to a 2019 The 
Phillipian article. Notably, HOSD 
has historically been announced 
by the raising of sports equipment: 
a field hockey stick for 14th Head 
of School Barbara Landis Chase 
and a squash racket for 15th Head 
of School John Palfrey. Due to 
Andover’s virtual setting this past 
winter, Mundra believes HOSD 
will be appreciated more this up-
coming Spring Term rather than 
this past winter.

“HOSD has been a day for the 
community to all-together take 
a day off. Our community was so 
scattered in the winter term re-
mote learning in so many places. 
We felt that it would be better to 
have a HOSD when much of the 
community is back together,” said 
Mundra.

Echoing Mundra, some com-
munity members agreed that the 
postponement of HOSD better ac-
commodates the semi-virtual set-
ting of Andover’s past two terms. 
Given the abundance of long 
weekends this past term, Amanda 
DiNatale ’21 believes HOSD may 
be enjoyed more this spring. 

“Well, I’m okay with [the post-
ponement]. I think it’s actually a 
good idea. It felt like we had a lot 
of time off in February, especially 
with the three-day weeks. And I 
think in the spring—when we have 

a longer stretch of time—it will be 
more beneficial to have that day 
off… When most people are in per-
son, everyone will be able to enjoy 
it with their friends rather than 
just spend another empty day at 
home ” said DiNatale.

During remote learning in 
Spring Term 2020, a second 
HOSD was announced by former 
Interim Head of School and cur-
rent Assistant Head of School for 
Admission and Financial Aid Jim 
Ventre ’79. When reflecting on 
that HOSD, Emily Huang ’21 not-
ed that the day off is valued just as 
much to remote learners as it is to 
in-person students. 

“I think we were remote al-
ready when it happened, and so 
the announcement was definitely 
not as big—it wasn’t this whole 
squash racket entrance, it was 
just Mr. Ventre emailing us a vid-
eo of him pulling out the Head of 
School Day shirt from his closet. 
So I would say though, generally, 
it was probably pretty exciting. 
It was a big deal for people,” said 
Huang. 

Huang continued,  “Being 
at home is stressful for people 
physically or mentally. So I think 
[HOSD is] helpful that way. And 
the other thing is tradition, which 
I feel like you can’t break tradition. 
Head of School Day has its own 
culture, so I think regardless of the 
circumstances, we should keep it 
going.” 

For those who have not experi-
enced an Andover Head of School 
Day, DiNatale suggested catch-
ing up on sleep, reaching out to 
friends, or taking a mental health 
day. Given the rigor of the Ando-
ver course load, many students 
suggest others to take advantage 
of the gift of time. 

“Just make the most of it. Hang 
out with friends. Catch up on, or 
do whatever you want. And defi-
nitely go to [Paresky Commons] 
when it’s being announced, be-
cause it’s so much fun… It’s a re-
ally nice tradition that we have, 
because work here is so stressful, 
that having that one day really 
means a lot to many people here,” 
said DiNatale.

2021 Head of School Day 
Postponed to Spring Term

HOPE NARDONE &
JEREMY LIAO

Former Head of School John Palfrey raises squash racket to announce 
Head of School Day in February 2019.

TYLER WEI/THE PHILLIPIAN

Continued on A3, Column 3

JENNY JIN

Continued on A3, Column 1



A2 COMMENTARY T h e  P h i l l i p i a n February 26, 2021

IF YOU DROVE BY THE 
towns near the Korean De-
militarized Zone (D.M.Z.) in 

2017, chances were that you’d see 
hundreds of huge balloons—each 
inscribed with phrases like “Let 
Us End Tyranny”—launched into 
the air, looking like birds looming 
in the sky. The wind would whisk 
these balloons up over the D.M.Z. 
to the North, where our long-lost 
brothers and sisters reside, and 
mega speakers would blast South 
Korean news and even trending 
K-pop songs. 

Ever since the South Korean 
President Moon’s administra-
tion decided to penalize activists 
who send seemingly anti-North 
Korean material across the 
border, though, these hopeful 
scenes are no longer possible. 
South Korean non-profit orga-
nizations, such as Fighters for 
a Free North Korea, are now 
banned from sending leaflets, 
USB sticks, money, and Bible 
verses to North Korea, which 
they’ve done for years in hopes 
of giving citizens greater access 
to information. 

Upon the authorization of the 
new Law on the Development 
of Inter-Korean Relations Act, 
leaflets or broadcasts that share 
anti-North Korean sentiments 
are criminally punishable, with 
“penalties for violators of up to 
three years in jail or a fine of just 
under $30,000 for engaging in 

prohibited activities.” While the 
current administration claims 
that these measures were neces-
sary to ensure peace with North 
Korea, all they truly did was 
sacrifice free speech and basic 
human rights, ultimately suc-
cumbing to the wishes of North 
Korean leader Kim Jong Un. 

Contrary to President Moon’s 
claim that informational leaf-
lets are harmful to the national 
security of both nations, access 
to information is a lifeline; it is 
a basic necessity and a funda-
mental right that North Koreans 
are entitled to as global citizens. 
Given that their totalitarian re-
gime does not provide or allow 
adequate distribution of infor-
mation, information smuggling 
is crucial for North Korean citi-
zens, and could be an essential 
tool to eventually find peace and 
reunite the peninsula. As hap-
pened in East Germany during 
the Cold War, North Koreans 
might come to better under-
stand the extent of their govern-
ment’s lies and see that a better 
life is possible and within reach 
just across the demilitarized 
zone. Eung Pyoung Lee, a for-
mer North Korean airforce cap-
tain, for example, made the deci-
sion to escape using information 
that is not widely available in 
North Korea, such as reports on 
the country’s economic stagna-
tion.

The anti-leaflet law also sends 
an unacceptable message about 
the balance between North and 
South Korean power. From this 
decision, it can be inferred that 
South Korea caters to the Kim 
regime’s demands. Given that 
the initial catalyst for the leaflet 
drop ban was the Kim’s threat to 
cut off all current contacts and 
collaborative projects, such as 
the Gaesung industry complex, 
and potentially bomb territory 
near the D.M.Z., this conclusion 
is not far-fetched. 

For a country like South Korea 

who prides itself on upholding 
democratic peace, submitting 
to Kim Jong Un’s demands only 
strengthens ties to a regime that 
directly opposes their values. 
Of course Kim’s government is 
angered by leafleteering; they 
consider any criticism of their 
system, or anything short of 
glorification of the Kim regime, 
as a direct threat to their power. 
But regardless of the North Ko-
rean leader’s hunger for power, 

supporting his interests at the 
expense of their citizens should 
not be South Korean policy.

What use is there to host an-
other peace treaty, when the 
vast majority of North Koreans 
do not enjoy civil liberties and 

access to the outer-world? Is 
that truly the type of peace we 
desire? Peace is surely an admi-
rable goal, but ideas such as For-
eign minister Kang Kyung Hwa’s 
thoughts in no circumstances 
should “free speech be valued 
over the immediate safety of the 
Korean population” ignore the 
fact that since the Korean War, 
the Korean population has never 
truly been safe.

I admit that this opinion 

might sound insensitive to the 
real-life dangers that may lie 
ahead. But time and time again, 
the D.P.R.K. has found excuses 
to provoke a fight. During the 
tenure of the two previous 
South Korean presidents, both 

from conservative and liberal 
administrations, the North sank 
a South Korean warship, bom-
barded the Republic of Korea 

territory, and laid mines in the 
D.M.Z. Thus, giving in to Kim’s 
tactics only validates North Ko-
rean aggression as an effective 
strategy. While there are other 
methods to promote informa-
tion access instead of leaflet 
drops (for example, radio and 
smuggling goods), South Kore-
an NGOs should not be banned 
from using non-violent methods 
to encourage free speech and ac-
cess to information. 

It is beyond troubling that 
a regime that restricts funda-
mental human rights for its 
own citizens swayed the South 
Korean National Assembly and 
Moon administration. Both the 
North Korean and South Korean 
people’s freedom is at stake. I 
desperately hope that we will 
not continue down this path 
towards peace at all costs and 
create a future where we will-
fully acquiesce to the demands 
of North Korea’s totalitarian 
regime, risking basic freedom 
of speech on both sides of the 
border. 

As the United States enters the first 100 
days of the Biden administration, many 
are convinced that President Biden’s 
leadership is finally reflecting the 
progressiveness and change the citizens 
need. As Biden announced his Cabinet 
picks, including Jennifer Granholm 
for Energy Secretary just yesterday, 
his team reflects the most diverse and 
representative inner circle in American 
history. Biden has also approved a flurry 
of executive orders that have shown how 
different this current administration 
is from the last, revoking Trump’s 
expanded enforcement of immigration 
policies, ending federal contracts with 
private prisons, and rejoining the U.S. 
into the Paris Climate Agreement. 
However, although these changes 
suggest a new direction, Americans 
must remain vigilant in their scrutiny of 
Biden’s actions and their implications, 
rather than comparing them to the past 
administration. 

 One of the most prominent 
appeals surrounding support for Biden 
during the election was “Settle for 
Biden.” However, Biden is no longer a 
presidential candidate. As the head of 
state, Americans must transition from 
expecting Biden to be the “lesser evil” to 
fulfilling his role as the 46th President. 
We cannot become complacent in our 
expectations for one of the most powerful 
people in the world. 

As Biden announced his cabinet 
nominations, most news outlets focused 
on the amount of diversity in positions 
historically held by white men. However, 
beyond the visible diversity, the 

cabinet members still hold problematic 
ideologies, including policies that 
might potentially harm communities of 
color. Though Cedric Richmond and his 
nomination as a senior advisor to the 
president is a form of Black representation 
in the White House, Richmond’s ties with 
the fossil fuel industry and his closeness 
with oil and gas lobbyists actively hurt 
the very community he represents; 
Black and Latinx communities are 
disproportionately harmed by air 
pollution and climate change. Diversity 
within the cabinet does not equate to the 
dismantling of the systems that continue 
to oppress minorities. While these 
momentous events can be celebrated 
and appreciated, progress should not be 
halted simply at the beginning stages of 
true work and activism.

Celebration can coexist with a desire 
for further progress, but progress cannot 
coexist with complacency. While Biden’s 
administration offers hope and a better 
direction for Americans, we must also 
fight for real change. Ultimately, Biden is 
not the savior to all our problems, nor is 
any other elected official. Politicians will 
inevitably disappoint us. However, what 
the ordinary American can control is the 
ability to hold them accountable. Use 
your power. 

This editorial represents the views of 
The Phillipian, vol. CXLIV. 
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AARON CHUNG

The True Price of Making Peace With D.P.R.K.

COURTESY OF  AARON CHUNG
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What use is there to 
host another peace 

treaty, when the vast 
majority of North 

Koreans do not enjoy 
civil liberties and access 

to the outer-world? Is 
that truly the type of 

peace we desire?
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Pedro Nunez, a member of 
the Paresky Commons dining 
team, passed away on Febru-
ary 2 after working as a chef 
at Paresky for more than 35 
years. The Andover commu-
nity will remember Nunez for 
his smile and kindness, ac-
cording to “The Gazette.”  

“[Nunez was] a member of 
‘Los Trinitarios,’ a Dominican 
Cultural Club. Pedro was a 
lifelong, die-hard Red Sox fan 
and sports fan. He loved Dom-
inoes, pool, music, dancing, 
and karaoke singing. He will 
be remembered for his great 
jokes and amazing storytell-
ing,” said the obituary for 
Nunez available on the Farrah 
Funeral Home website. 

Serving as a mentor, 
Nunez is survived by his 
children, grandchildren, and 
great-grandchild, as well as 
nephews, nieces, and friends, 
according to the obituary. His 
funeral was held on February 

9 in Lawrence. The Chaplain-
cy will hold a virtual Service 
of Remembrance to honor 
Nunez, as well as the recent 
passing of two other Ando-
ver community members, 
Emily Trespas, Instructor 
in Art, and Shawn Dalton, a 
groundskeeper.

Pedro Nunez, Member of 
Paresky Team, 
Passes Away

In Memory: Emily Trespas, 
Art Instructor, Passes Away at 49

After serving as an Andover 
groundskeeper for 19 years, 
Shawn Dalton passed away 
at the age of 46 on January 
10 from an injury sustained 
at home. Prior to arriving at 
Andover, Dalton received a 
Bachelor of Science in Hor-
ticulture at the University of 
Massachusetts in Amherst. 
Dalton contributed to the An-
dover community through his 

devotion to maintaining the 
health of the outdoors, as well 
as by sharing his knowledge of 
turf management, according 
to “The Gazette.” 

“His love for the outdoors 
was no secret to anyone. He 
was a very hard, dedicat-
ed worker. Even at home, he 
was always outside, splitting 
wood, mowing the lawn, and 
enjoying a bonfire were his 
past times. He loved his trips 
to Florida where he lived for 
a short time,” said the obitu-
ary for Dalton available on the 
Croswell Funeral Home web-
site. 

According to the obituary, 
Dalton is survived by family 
members and his two home 
companions: his cats, Snappy 
and Charlotte. His funeral was 
held on January 19 in North 
Reading. On February 26, the 
chaplaincy will host a virtual 
Service of Remembrance to 
honor Dalton and the recent 
passing of two other Andover 
community members, Emi-
ly Trespas, Instructor in Art, 
and Pedro Nunez, a member 
of the Paresky Commons din-
ing team.

Shawn Dalton, Andover 
Groundskeeper, Passes Away

would use on Zoom. There are 
many faculty who plan on using 
all three cameras to design a class-
room where remote students and 
in-person students will be togeth-
er,” said Mundra.

Aside from class logistics and 
schedule, the administration em-
phasized the implementation of 
safety procedures in the residen-
tial life of students, as there will 
be a large increase in the number 
of students on campus this spring. 
The Non-Sibi Safety Pledge will 
be used to guide behaviors of the 
Andover community both on and 
off-campus. A minimum of twice-
a-week testing, daily symptom 
screening, masking, and physi-
cal distancing in all community 
spaces will continue. For board-
ing students, dorms will continue 
the ‘pod’ system where a dorm or 
group of students’ saliva tests are 
pooled together.

For dormitory housing, the 
administration plans to place Ju-
niors and Lowers together in the 
Flagstaff, Pine Knoll, and Abbot 
neighborhoods, and Uppers and 
Seniors in the Abbot and West 
Quad neighborhoods. Students 
will be housed mostly in doubles—
one room, two-room, and three-
room doubles—with a few triples 
and a limited number of singles. 

Day students will be assigned 
home regions on-campus, where 
they can easily socialize and be-
friend their classmates. Day stu-
dents will also be organized into 
“squads,” with whom they will be 
assigned locker rooms in George 
Washington Hall, Borden Memo-

rial Gym, and the Snyder Center to 
store their belongings. 

With 90 percent of Andover 
students returning in the Spring, 
the increase in the number of 
in-person classes this spring re-
quires adjustments to the fall and 
winter schedules. An email sent 
out to the Andover community 
Assistant Head of School for Res-
idential Life and Dean of Students 
Jennifer Elliott ’94, Raj Mundra, 
Dean of Studies, and Medical Di-
rector Dr. Amy Patel on Wednes-
day revealed the move of evening 
classes—periods 7, 8, and 9—into 
the day. For international and re-
mote students who are located 
on the West Coast, evening time 
bands will remain available to of-
fer flexibility. 

“Remote West Coast students 
may take up to six courses with-
in the evening times as well as 11 
a.m. – 3 p.m. (EST). Remote inter-
national students could take up 
to six courses within the evening 
times as well as 8:15 a.m. - 10:20 
a.m. (EST). While we will do our 
best to have students in these time 
bands, there may be exceptions. 
We will work with individual 
students, teachers and academic 
departments to determine final 
placements,” wrote Elliott, Mun-
dra, and Patel in the email. 

These schedule changes have 
elicited mixed responses among 
those in circumstantially differ-
ent situations. Christine Lee ’23 is 
comforted by the schedule chang-
es that permit evening classes, due 
to her unique schedule. 

“As a student on the West 
Coast, I am glad that there are 
still evening classes to accommo-
date for remote students in other 
time zones. Also, I think that the 

evening classes allow students to 
get work done during the day or 
take care of themselves, it is nice 
that the schedule still has them … 
Overall, I think it was planned out 
well considering all of the circum-
stances of the pandemic,” said Lee.

Brian Masse ’23, who is in the 
Eastern Time Zone, is relieved 
that the schedule changes offer an 
option to opt-out of evening class-
es for on-campus students. 

Masse said, “I, as a student in 
the Northeastern Time Zone, am 
thrilled to be ditching evening 
classes as I’ve found them to be 
very disruptive and disconnect-
ed to the rest of my school day. 
However, while I am excited to 
be returning to a more normal 
school routine, I do [understand] 
the complication this presents to 
those that will be studying virtual-
ly, and especially internationally,” 
said Masse.

Lixia Ma, Instructor in Chi-
nese, hopes that the schedule can 
work for all students, remote and 
boarding, and appreciates the re-
silience the Andover community 
has demonstrated throughout the 
school year. Ma emphasized that 
the Andover community should 
think with the Andover motto, 
“non-sibi,” in mind and consider 
“Youth From Every Quarter.”

“It will be ideal if things pan 
out so nicely as planned, but if this 
past year has taught us anything, 
we now know that we must deal 
with whatever is coming, whether 
we like it or not. Let’s all hope for 
the best, and also be prepared to 
work together to face the less ide-
al situation when that happens,” 
wrote Ma in an email to The Phil-
lipian.

New Schedule Adapts to West Coast and 
International Remote Students

anything from Mars shouldn’t 
be released into Earth. In fact, 
to protect the Martian samples, 
Sherman had various restrictions 
on elements she could and could 
not use for safety and cleanliness 
purposes.

“Cleanliness was probably the 
biggest challenge… usually when 
you fabricate something there’s 
contamination in the air. The big-
gest contamination element was 
carbon. There’s a lot of knowl-
edge that can be learned from 
carbon, mostly for finding traces 
of biological life, and it turns out 
that little specks of carbon on the 
sample tube look exactly like an-
cient microbial life. We spent a 
year trying to figure out how to 
get rid of this carbon and we had 
no idea where it came from,” said 
Sherman.

After six years of hard work, 
the rover launch was an exciting 
and nerve-wracking experience 
for Sherman and her team. Con-
sidering that only about half of 
all attempted landing attempts 
on Mars are successful, Sherman 
feared that Perseverance would 
fail. 

“If it had not worked, I won’t 
say that those six years were 
wasted, but that would have been 
a major bummer because our 
hardware hadn’t actually been 
able to work. We were all cheer-
ing for them in the background, 
hoping that it would work, so that 
we can do the important science 
that we were really trying to get. 
I was sitting at home with my fi-
ance, who also works at J.P.L. We 
were both sitting there cheering 
it on from our Zoom screens and 
in our pajamas,” said Sherman.

When Sherman was a Junior 
at Andover, she wrote down her 

goal of working at NASA and 
building a robot to walk on Mars. 
Right now, she’s managed to ac-
complish those goals, nearly 20 
years later. Andover helped Sher-
man set lofty goals for herself. 
From building a go-kart as the 
first female member of the then-
new engineering club at Andover 
to working on rovers to send to 
Mars, Sherman has come a long 
way. She remembers her chem-
istry teacher, David Stern, who 
inspired her to work hard.

“Dr. Stern was a huge influ-
ence because he had worked 
in the industry before, not just 
in academics his whole life. He 
told me if you want to work at a 
place that actually builds stuff, 
here’s the stuff you got to learn 
and these are the classes to take. 
He challenged me to take tough 
classes throughout my high 
school and even college,” said 
Sherman.

Designing for Perseverance 
is only a part of Sherman’s long 
journey with J.P.L. Since her 
sophomore year of college, she 
has been working with J.P.L. 
through various projects, such as 
the Curiosity Rover, to advance 
the world of science and me-
chanics. According to Sherman, 
she loves her job and plans to 
continue working with J.P.L. in 
the future.

Sherman said, “I thought that 
J.P.L. as a whole was really a chal-
lenging place to work, but I re-
spected everybody I worked with 
a lot, everyone was top notch… I 
love J.P.L. and I could envision 
myself working here my whole 
life… Someday, I’d like to be a 
leader of a larger team at J.P.L. 
I worked on the Earth Science 
Mission, I’ve worked on a Mars 
mission, right now I’m working 
on a mission going to Jupiter 
called Europa Clipper. I just want 
to keep doing what I’m doing.”

Sarah Sherman ’04 Now 
Working On Europa Mission

COURTESY  OF NANCY HITCHCOCK

Shawn Dalton held a Bachelor of 
Science of Horticulture.

COURTESY  OF NANCY HITCHCOCK

Pedro Nunez was a loving husband 
to Maria Nunez, according to his 
obituary.

Kiran Ramratnam ’22 believes that Emily Trespas’s legacy is one of display-
ing passion, kindness, and creativity in everything one does. 

COURTESY  OF NANCY HITCHCOCK

Emily Trespas, Instructor in 
Art, a beloved community mem-
ber known for her lively energy, 
warm kindness, and gracious ded-
ication, passed away on February 
10 from pancreatic cancer, accord-
ing to an email sent to the Ando-
ver community by Head of School 
Dr. Raynard Kington. Trespas had 
served as a faculty member for 21 
years.

“Ms. Trespas created. For me, 
it always seemed like that act of 
creation was the essence of her 
being. She created art, connection, 
community, family,” wrote Abbey 
Siegfried, School Organist, in an 
email to The Phillipian.

Beginning her teaching ca-
reer at Andover in 1999, Trespas 
taught art courses in painting 
and drawing, printmaking, and 
visual studies, according to “The 
Gazette.” Thayer Zaeder ’83, P’17, 
Department Chair in Art, began 
teaching at Andover the same 
year as Trespas. As a close friend 
to Trespas, Zaeder noted how she 
brought meaning and purpose to 
teaching. 

“If you were lucky enough 
to work with or study with Ms. 
Trespas, then you know the 
wonder and joy and fun that she 
brought to everything she took 
on...it didn’t matter how dull or 
somber the task was at hand, Ms. 
Trespas always lightened the 
mood with her energy and wit 
and enthusiasm for progress. Ms. 
Trespas provided a genuine sense 
of place and purpose to scores of 
students as they navigated their 
high school experience,” wrote 
Zaeder in an email to The Phillip-
ian.

During her years as an Instruc-
tor in Art, Trespas championed 
efforts to not only teach basic 
painting or drawing skills but also 
to help her students to express 
themselves genuinely. Violet Enes 
’21, who initially took an intro-
ductory art course with Trespas 
her Junior year, recalls scouring 
the Course of Study for another 
course taught by Trespas because 
of her positive impact. 

“Ms. Trespas taught me how 
to paint and draw and make my 
own canvas, but more important-
ly, she taught me how to express 
myself and how to genuinely not 
care what other people think. Her 
scissor-shaped earrings and cat 
ear headbands and headache-in-
ducing scarves showed me that 
everything we do, wear, and say is 
only an expression of ourselves, so 
why not take every opportunity to 
show ourselves off,” wrote Enes in 
an email to The Phillipian. 

Enes continued, “The first day 
in class, I wore my cheetah print 
turtleneck which I debated wear-
ing earlier because I didn’t want 
to be too flashy or grab people’s 
attention on the paths. As soon as 
I walked into the classroom, she 
gasped, and her hands flew over 
her mouth. She exclaimed how 
much she loved my shirt and im-
mediately made me feel at home. 

Over the course of the term, I 
spent hours and hours in her stu-
dio.” 

Citing Trespas as a source of 
joy in her life, Enes credits Trespas 
for exposing her to interests that 
she hopes to explore in college: 
biology, art, and mental health. 
Enes had hoped to conduct an In-
dependent Project with Trespas 
this coming Spring Term, but fol-
lowing her passing, Enes shared 
that there was no one that could 
replace Trespas. 

“I miss wandering around the 
corridors of Addison with her as 
she slyly took pictures of me and 
the other students enjoying the 
art for the Andover Instagram and 
bumping into her in the hallways 
and her somehow always man-
aging to make me cackle and her 
always loving my neon clothes or 
psyche outfits. I miss sitting in the 
back classroom and her judging 
my true crime podcasts I played 
out loud without ever needing 
to open her mouth. I miss her all 
the time. I thank the universe for 
giving me the strength that fall 
morning to wear a silly turtleneck 
because it drew me closer to the 
person who changed my life,” 
wrote Enes.

Kiran Ramratnam ’22, a for-
mer student of Trespas, will most 
remember her kindness. Trespas 
had encouraged Ramratnam to 
apply for art summer programs 
her Junior year, something she 
had never considered before 
meeting Trespas, according to 
Ramratnam. Sophia Ma ’21 had 
a similar experience. Without 
Trespas’ support while pursuing 
art schools, Ma would have never 
considered art as a core aspect of 
her identity or a possibility for her 
future. 

“I owe Ms. Trespas so much. 
She was a mother to me—from 
late night talks in the ceramics stu-
dio to pumpkin muffins and kom-
bucha during advising. When I 
was at my lowest point, she let me 
cry at her dining room table with 
a mug of hot tea. When all was 
well, we bonded over funky ear-
rings, cats, and doodling random 
monster creatures for fun. She 
was the sole parental figure I had 
at Andover. I could rely on her for 
everything,” wrote Ma in an email 
to The Phillipian.

In addition to studio classroom 
teaching, Trespas coached Out-
door Pursuits and Power Walk-
ing, as well as served as a house 

counselor in Morton House for 
17 years. Donald Slater, Direc-
tor of Outdoor Pursuits, who has 
worked with Trespas since 2003 
in Outdoor Pursuits and other 
programs, will miss her thought-
fulness, dedication, and endearing 
goofiness dearly.

“Every time I had the pleasure 
of working with her there were 
always laughs and great conver-
sation to be had. Her faculty and 
staff friends adored her, and she 
lovingly mentored, cared for, and 
inspired hundreds, if not thou-
sands, of students in her 2+ de-
cades at Andover,” wrote Slater in 
an email to The Phillipian. 

Siegfried, who served as house 
counselor of Morton House along-
side Trespas, recalled the welcom-
ing atmosphere that Trespas con-
veyed through her warm smile. 
Claiming her as the “creator” of 
the Morton dorm community 
among many other accomplish-
ments, Siegfried further noted 
how Trespas often handed out 
artwork and pottery as holiday 
gifts to the residents. 

“Working and living with 
[Trespas] in Morton House was 
like breathing… [My] family joined 
the Morton House “fam” for her 
final four years in the dorm. She 
welcomed us with her ever-open 
arms, wide smile, deep laugh, and 
sometimes mischievous wink. We 
loved her. The girls loved her,” 
wrote Siegfried. 

Siegfried continued, “I still feel 
her here with us in so many ways: 
there are the physical remind-
ers – the art, the tulips, hyacinths 
and daffodils that come up by 
the dorm entrance every Spring. 
And there are those things I can’t 
touch, but will carry with me 
forever: remembering to not be 
afraid, to be bold, to lean in and lis-
ten and learn, a family of amazing 
Morton House women who will 
carry on Ms. Trespas’ love and leg-
acy for the rest of their lives.” 

The Chaplaincy will host a 
virtual Service of Remembrance 
on Friday, February 26 to honor 
Trespas and the recent passing of 
two other Andover community 
members, Shawn Dalton, an An-
dover groundskeeper, and Pedro 
Nunez, a member of the Paresky 
Commons dining team. According 
to Kington’s email, Trespas’ fami-
ly will provide further insight on 
how and when the Andover com-
munity can honor Ms. Trespas on 
campus in the future. 

Continued  from A1, Column 3 Continued  from A1, Column 5
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The Week’s Top Headlines

if i put no one down for the housing survey, 
can i have banc to myself?

OVERHEARD 
ON ZOOM

• Your Borderline 6, Rounded Down To A 5.  
Sorry.

• News Of Seniors and Uppers Being Moved 

Freshman Reports Being “Scared For Their 
Life” 

• Administrators Already Running out 
of ASM Ideas, Dr. Kington Considers 
Exhibiting His Lab Coat Collection

• Millennial Teacher Who Uses TikTok 
Sounds to Explain Calculus Wondering If 
Students Are Laughing At Her

• Teacher Figures Out That Not Every 
Student’s Camera Is Broken, Apparently 
Shocked 

• House Counselors with No One to Watch 
Getting “Antsy,” Perform Fire Drills for No 
Reason Frequently

“I’m banking on the 

completion.” “I can’t even add with-
out a calculator any-

more.”

“Do you think she’ll notice if I 
submit my assignment in the 

middle of class?” “Bobby Shmurda saved 
2021, no question.”

“I don’t know my grade yet, but he wrote “Come 
to Conference” at the bottom. Is that a good 

thing?”

to stop screen-sharing now.”

If you’re like me, Ted 
Cruz, you just can’t stand 
the cold. Everyone’s being so 
whiny, people are dying, and 
it’s just the worst––especial-
ly when it’s partially your 
fault. How can I properly 
lead when everyone is being 
so annoying? Simple: I don’t. 
With Spring Vacation com-
ing up for you Andover kids, 
I have a few suggestions and 
words of caution for your 
vacations.

Leading by example is 
all the rage right now. “Do 
as I do, not as I say” type 
of vibes. So that’s just what 
I did. I grabbed my gun 
(God bless that Second 
Amendment), my American 
�ag beach towel (there’s a 
red wine stain on it for the 
blood of our enemies), and 
my Texas �ag mask (for dec-
oration), and �ew to Can-
cun. Of course, I brought 
some B.B.Q. Chex Mix and 
my “Come And Take It” 
neck pillow (I got a nice 
deal on the patriotic mask + 
towel + neck pillow for es-
caping senators). I also got a 
sick window seat so I could 
watch my people follow me 
to Cancun. Or maybe that’s 
a protest?

Obviously, I expected a 
lot more appreciation for my 

leadership. Honestly, I was 
helping everyone out. And 
not just because I wasn’t in 
the state anymore. 

But that is not what 
happened. �e last time I 
checked, this is America. 
I get it, travelling during 
Covid-19 is “frowned upon” 
and leaving the state you run 
when it’s experiencing its 
worst snowstorm in forever 
is “of poor taste.” But now I 
can’t take a tropical vacation 
when both of those things 
are happening! �at’s just 
insane. �is was a stressful 
situation! Since when is self-
care only for the other side 
of the aisle?  #Republicans-
SenatorSpaDay

Anyway, I guess I under-

stand. I le� Cancun the next 
day with an awful tan-line 
(I suggest taking o� your 
cowboy boots at the beach), 
heartburn from the �rst 
night’s guacamole �esta, and 
a hoard of nasty tweets from 
the Radical Le�. I blame my 
wife and daughters. Women, 
am I right? Either shopping 
or convincing you to aban-
don your constituents. 

If you do end up taking a 
tropical vacation while your 
state and country are su�er-
ing, remember this: bring 
back a Christmas ornament 
to commemorate the trip 
or the voters will remember 
it forever. Also, have you 
heard of Duty-Free? �at 
stu� is great.

He Can’t Pull Them Off Like Kylie

NED THORNTON

Over the 
past week, the 
Eighth Page has 
observed the 
Andover Se-
niors create a 
Covid-19 vac-
cine as their 
B i o l o g y - 1 0 0 
�nal. In an ef-
fort to �nally 
stop students 
from complain-
ing about how 
hard their life 
is taking remote 
Zoom class-
es, Andover is 
pushing them 
to contribute 
to the pandem-
ic the world is 
currently fac-
ing. �e groups 
were split by 
geographic re-
gion and each 
tasked with 
developing a 
vaccine as well 
as devising a 
creative name 
for their team. 
�e group from 
actual Florida 
(meaning no 
Palm Beach) 
named them-
selves “What’s 
C o v i d - 1 9 , ” 
and team 
“Health though 

H a z m a t s , ” 
hailed from 
Vermont and 
California. Stu-
dents from the 
Upper East Side 
and Fair�eld 
County identi-
�ed themselves 
as, “Only Af-
ter Grandpa 
Dies and I Get 
My Money,” 
the group from 
China dubbed 
their team, “Not 
Our Fault You 
Guys Didn’t 
Wear Masks,” 
and �nally the 
Russians stu-
dents tagged 
t h e m s e l v e s , 
“Putin Has Re-
ally Nice Feet.” 

Over the 
course of the 
exam, “Health 
t h r o u g h 
Hazmats” re-
ally struggled 
as they re-
mained social-
ly distanced. 
Creating the 
vaccine over 
Zoom really 
proved impos-
sible. Frank, on 
the team “Not 
Till Grandpa’s 
Dead” called 

his father, the 
C.E.O. of John-
son & Johnson, 
(not the one 
responsible for 
the opioid cri-
sis) and had a 
vaccine sent to 
campus. “Pu-
tin Has Really 
Nice Feet” has 
already �nished 
by cutting a 
lot of corners. 
Team “What’s 
Covid-19?,” on 
the other hand, 
decided to leave 
campus and ob-
tain a �u vac-
cine from the 
local CVS. 

Finally, time 
was up and 
each team pre-
sented their 
vaccine to be 
tested on “quar-
antining” day 

students. First 
was team “Not 
Till Grandpa’s 
Dead,” whose 
vaccine worked 
perfectly in 
protecting from 
Covid-19 expo-
sure, but made 
students’ mus-
cles go limp 
and caused 
their eyes to roll 
back into their 
heads (they’re 
still �guring 
this one out.) 
“Health through 
Hazmats” re-
fused to com-
plete the assign-
ment, instead 
ranting about 
how evil it is 
that a corpo-
ration is going 
to make money 
o� of the vac-
cine. Up next, 

the team, “It’s 
Too Cold” tried 
to use the �u 
vaccine but, as 
they were go-
ing to inject it, 
realized Nascar 
was on TV, so 
they all sprint-
ed to the den to 
enjoy the cars, 
crashes, and 
c a m a r a d e r i e . 
“Not Our Fault 
You Guys Didn’t 
Wear Masks” 
had a pretty ef-
fective vaccine, 
and even better 
since they made 
a cool TikTok 
dance to go with 
it. Last, “Pu-
tin Has Really 
Nice Feet” gave 
their vaccine 
to the �nal day 
student, and it 
actually worked 

NICHOLAS ESSAID

Take a Study Break! Do A 
Crossword! 

a deadly pandemic, and Dr. Kington wowed us with his very timely 
article. I wonder what George Washington is gonna have to say to that 
roast!! Anyways, you should do the Eighth Page crossword! Class start 
times are just a suggestion anyway! 

Across:
3. RIP anyone who has class this period...

9. Soulja Boy Tell ‘em
12. If I wanted a pretty teenager to make me cry I would 
just get bullied...

15. Why do you spend 30 hours on your phone a week?

Down:

4. I hope you enjoyed your vacay!
6. Why can’t I talk right now?

8. Where freshmen and Lowers Eat
10. RayK’s preferred method of communicating with 
Andover
11. Arctic Tundra

Did You Solve it? No? Well We at The 
Eighth Page Are Still Proud of You.
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Athletic Director Lisa Joel Describes Plan to Resume 
Interscholastic Competition During Spring Term
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Like so many institutions, 
Andover is wrestling with 
finding an effective way to 
safely maintain its traditions 
of athletic excellence. When it 
comes to reevaluating its plans 
for safe competition during 
the Covid-19 pandemic, the 
Ivy League is no exception. 
However, the Ivy League’s de-
cision to cancel spring sports 
has caused turmoil among its 
athletes and alumni. While 
Andover often looks to the 
Ivy League for guidance, we 
should not approach athletics 
during the pandemic the way 
the Ivy League has.

Throughout its history, the 
Ivy League has boasted an “un-
rivaled experience” shared by 
eight colleges, all competing at 
the Division 1 level in one of the 
nation’s most storied athletic 
conferences. Fielding approx-
imately 8,000 student-athletes 
across 33 sports, the Ivy League 
considers itself “the most di-
verse intercollegiate confer-
ence in the country,” according 
to the Ivy League’s website. 
While they have not enjoyed 
the commercial success of 
their Southeastern Conference 
or Big Ten counterparts, Ivy 
League matchups attract tens 
of thousands of viewers each 
year. According to a figure from 
a February 2020 “Columbia 
Spectator” article, even with-
out this financial success, the 
average endowment at an Ivy 
is around $17 billion. Clearly, 
money is not an issue.

Still, neither their resourc-
es nor overwhelming support 
from alumni, athletes, and 

coaches seem to be factoring 
into a plan for competitive play 
this spring. According to the 
Ivy League’s plan as of Febru-
ary 18, 2021, there will be no 
competitive play until the pub-
lic health crisis seems manage-
able. The Ivy League would 
like to see cases drop before 
its colleges feel comfortable 
hosting large gatherings. How-
ever, there is some ambiguity 
here. To my knowledge, the 
Ivy League has not publicly 
committed to any firm metric 
regarding cases.

A recent “The Wall Street 
Journal” article by Laine Hig-
gins highlighted this hesitation 
to facilitate interscholastic 
play, focusing on the frustra-
tion it has caused peo-
ple affiliated with 
the Ivy League, 
especially alum-
ni. Among them 
was billionaire 
Yale Univer-
sity alum Joe 
Tsai, who 
went as far 
as to propose 
a “bubble” he 
would fund for 
the sole purpose of 
Ivy League lacrosse. 
While this offer was 
rejected, Ivy League 
presidents have 
stood their ground 
even as emails and 
letters pour in from 
influential alumni and 
former players. The Ivy 
League’s “unique eligibil-
ity requirements” make mat-
ters worse, forcing last year’s 
Senior Class to compete as 
graduate students or not at all, 
while current seniors must de-
cide between a lacrosse season 
or an Ivy League diploma.

If the Ivy League does see 
the Covid-19 pandemic “im-
prove sufficiently,” according 
to their plan, any competition 
will be “late, limited, and lo-
cal”, Higgins wrote. This de-
cision has not gone over well 
with the Ivy League’s athletes. 
Of Ivy League rosters impact-
ed the most by the pandem-
ic, the Yale Bulldogs men’s 
lacrosse team has been dec-

imated. Since their National 
Championship victory in 2018, 
their No. 3 National Collegiate 
Athletic Association ranking 
in 2019, and their promising 
pre-season in 2020, Yale’s ros-
ter of 48 has been reduced to 
a measly eight players, the rest 
either transferring, deferring, 
or quitting altogether, Higgins 
stated. Considering the possi-
bility of competition, Yale will 
not be able to field a team. As 
athletes at other Ivies transfer, 
the Ivy League has not revised 
its statement, and has eliminat-
ed any possibility of Ivy League 
championships this spring. For 
these teams, the future is un-
certain. Will players return? 
Will alumni continue 
to support their 
schools? With-

out play-

ers in sufficient numbers, will 
Yale lacrosse be able to hold 
on to the magic that propelled 
them to their recent successes?

This unwillingness to re-
sume competition is not new. 
The Ivy League canceled fall 
sports in July of 2020 and its 
winter season before Thanks-
giving. Without the promise of 
a traditional season, it seems 
the Ivy League has turned 
away from the possibility of 
a revised one, addressing the 
pandemic as an insurmount-
able obstacle rather than a 

logistical complication. This, 
of course, has enraged alum-
ni and student-athletes, who 
see other leagues and teams 
competing with some changes, 
but with the same passion. At 
the professional level, the Na-
tional Basketball Association 
(NBA) was able to maintain a 
nearly impenetrable bubble in 
Orlando, Fla., Summer 2020 
through a strict initial quaran-
tine, regular Covid-19 testing, 
and a no-visitation, restricted 
travel policy for all its players. 
Yes, the NBA is a major cor-
poration with capabilities and 
resources that reflect their 
standing, but Andover’s in-
credible endowment can meet 
our school’s mission. Those of 

us who have been remote 
since November have 

seen our public and 
day school coun-

terparts com-
pete with few 

issues. And, 
as Higgins 

n o t e d , 
snart lariv -

m i s s i o n 
is more 
likely to 
h a p p e n 
in the 

stands than 
on the field.

While An-
dover admin-

istrators often 
look to the Ivy 

League for guid-
ance and example, 

I think this is an in-
stance where we can learn 

from the Ivy League’s missteps. 
Andover does not compete on 
the national stage, sign televi-
sion deals, or attract thousands 
of prospective student-ath-
letes, but our school is old, 
well-respected, and involved 
in the most historic second-
ary school rivalry in America 
(vs. Phillips Exeter Academy, 
1878-present). What I believe 
to be especially relevant, how-
ever, is the Ivy League’s and 
our Athletics Department’s 
shared philosophies. As a trip 
to the Ivy League’s website will 
tell you, the Ivy League prides 
itself on its commitment to di-

versity, opportunity, and the 
strong moral character of its 
athletes. Similarly, in accor-
dance with Andover’s dedica-
tion to “knowledge and good-
ness”, as described in our 1778 
Constitution, our athletics de-
partment wishes to “contrib-
ute to the development of the 
whole child” through exercise 
and competition. As of right 
now, Andover’s plan for com-
petition during the spring is 
unclear. It has allowed for try-
outs and regular team practic-
es, but it has “yet to determine 
if we will be able to compete in 
spring interscholastic compe-
tition,” as stated in an update 
from our administration.

Nothing since March 2020 
has been easy. But, sometimes 
it seems like our school’s lead-
ership is taking the easy way 
out, drawing the hard line in-
stead of doing the hard work, 
especially regarding sports. 
Andover’s reputation is deeply 
rooted in a devotion to inno-
vation. Why can’t we harness 
that creativity here, now? Our 
athletes, our coaches, and our 
student body have shown their 
flexibility in an ever changing 
situation. Regardless of one’s 
athletic interest, everyone 
wants a slice of normal life. As 
we’ve seen, safe competition is 
possible as long as we are able 
to accept that it will be differ-
ent. Coordinating a spring sea-
son while following all guide-
lines will be difficult, but let’s 
not make the Ivy League’s ju-
venile excuse of “If I can’t have 
it all, I don’t want it.”

While I am not in the posi-
tion to draw up a specific plan, 
I hope to start a conversation 
among The Phillipian reader-
ship who can. I can only as-
sume that Athletic Director 
Lisa Joel, our coaches, and our 
athletes, myself included, wish 
for nothing more than to take 
the field for the Big Blue. Let 
Andover be the example for 
the safe, fun way to compete. 
Let us uphold our values of 
knowledge and goodness. Let 
us play.

What Andover Can Learn from the Ivy League’s Mistakes

NED THORNTON

After three academic terms 
without interscholastic com-
petitions, Andover athletic 
teams are gearing up to com-
pete against peer schools this 
spring, according to Athlet-
ic Director Lisa Joel. Seniors 
currently remain on campus, 
training with respective var-
sity teams, and upon the ar-
rival of the rest of the student 
body, competition will begin. 
Games and scrimmages are 
being organized as teams plan 
to play both home and away 
games while following strict 
Covid-19 protocols outlined by 
the school.

According to Joel, athlet-
ic teams are functioning as 
planned with the Seniors on 
campus. Teams are conducting 
practices and training with the 
limited numbers of athletes al-
lowed on campus. 

“We are offering [all] our 
traditional interscholastic 
sports. All of those teams are 
doing training with their var-
sity coaches, so some groups 
have bigger groups than oth-
ers. Some programs have more 
Seniors than others and obvi-
ously, that impacts what you 
can do. I think the kids are feel-
ing that we are doing as much 
as we can with the parameters 
that we have… We have been 
able to offer a full range of a 
training environment which 
was what we expected,” Joel 
said.

Joel states that the con-
sistent athletic plan across 
Andover’s peer schools will 
allow for competition among 
teams. Andover students who 
are currently participating in 
remote classes will return to 
campus on March 23 and end 
a two-week quarantine pe-
riod on April 5, marking the 
start of the spring season. At 

the end of that week, practices 
will resume and competition is 
planned to take place.

“The plan across every 
private school is to schedule 
games and scrimmages for the 
springtime and those will begin 
as [soon as] it makes sense rel-
ative to the start of the Spring 
Term and being out of quaran-
tine. Right now, we [plan to be] 
out of quarantine on Monday, 
April 5 which is assuming that 
the fields will be clear of snow 
by then. That is when hope-
fully we will start our spring 
sports and tryout periods for 
teams that have tryouts. The 
hope is that if not scrimmag-
es that first weekend, that we 
could get into a game-scrim-
mage environment by the fol-
lowing weekend,” said Joel.

The plan for a full athlet-
ic season with interscholastic 
competition has been con-
structed over the past few 
weeks, according to Joel. The 
decision was dependent on 
the plans of other local private 
schools and each has collabo-
rated to schedule games this 
spring.

“[Having a full athletic sea-
son] was a decision that was 
made collectively by the senior 
administration in partnership 
with athletics… I think every 
secondary school collectively 
agreed that we can move for-
ward and schedule games and 
scrimmages. We have been in 
motion with this for certainly 
weeks on end since early win-
ter,” said Joel.

According to Joel, signifi-
cant changes to team schedules 
include replacing midweek 
competitions with weekend 
competitions to allow for time-
ly Covid-19 testing. Andover 
teams will also see a change in 
competitors in order to abide 
by state travel guidelines, limit-
ing opponents to schools with-
in Massachusetts.

“There are certain team 

sports that are in a two-game-
a-week schedule typically in 
a normal year. It is the case as 
you look at the college model 
and how they have executed 
sports in the fall and the win-
ter that they need to test [for 
Covid-19] and have [the] test-
ing results back. The focus 
collectively has been that we 
will look to the weekends such 
as Friday and Saturday game 
days instead of midweek play 
and the guidelines on who we 
will play certainly have to do 
with travel restrictions, so we 
are focused on Massachusetts 
schools. That is not an athletic 
policy, those are state guide-
lines around travel restric-
tions,” said Joel.

According to Joel, there 
are strict Covid-19 guidelines 
outlined by Andover that each 
team will follow. The peer 
schools that Andover will 
compete against also decided 
on rules that require Covid-19 

testing, an absence of fans, and 
a limited number of athletes al-
lowed on buses.

“The schools are in lock-
step with us which means we 
will not play a school that does 
not have a testing protocol in 
place similar to what you have 
probably seen in colleges. The 
results of the [Covid-19] test 
that would come in the day 
before you play competition 
would have to all be negative. 
If there were to be a positive 
test for a player or a coach, that 
game would be entirely can-
celed… There will be no fans 
[at Andover games] and there 
won’t be any fans at any of our 
peer schools. We are hoping 
that we [will] livestream any 
events. We would control the 
numbers on buses, so right 
now [the maximum number of 
people will be] 25 to travel on a 
bus. That is consistent at peer 
schools too,” Joel said.

Despite changes to sched-

ules, Joel hopes teams can 
participate in the annual An-
dover/Exeter day. Andover is 
scheduled to travel to Exeter, 
New Hampshire in late May 
which is still in accordance 
with Massachusetts state trav-
el guidelines.

“We are really hopeful [that 
we can compete against Phil-
lips Exeter Academy] because 
it would be towards the end of 
the academic year. [The games 
will] be at Exeter this year, so 
our plan is that we will go to 
Exeter on the weekend of May 
22… Also, by the state regula-
tions, any teams out of state 
cannot come into Massachu-
setts to play games right now, 
so the only possibility is going 
to New Hampshire and that 
is what our hope and plan is,” 
said Joel.

With nearly 90 percent of the student population returning to campus in the spring, Smoyer Family Field, Phelps 
Stadium, and the Snyder Center will soon be occupied with various athletic activities.

COURTESY OF ANDOVER ATHLETICS

COURTESY OF NED THORNTON
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SENIORSPREAD

Back on Campus: Senior In-Person 
Winter Athletics Reflection 

REPORTING BY: MONISHA KATHIKA

Since returning to campus for Winter Term and completing quarantine, on-campus Seniors have had the 
opportunity to participate in Andover athletics. Though teams still must comply to Covid-19 restrictions, Se-

niors re�ect on their athletics experiences for this term.

I think the restrictions for swim-
ming are great. Everyone under-
stands what we have to do and 
what’s asked of them, and we 
haven’t had any instances up 
to date of people not following 
those restrictions. Everyone’s 
been really mindful because we 
do love practicing and we don’t 
want to get [our practices] shut 
down by the Athletics Directors 
or the coaches…  I honestly 
think that [the restrictions are] 
pretty fair. Everyone’s doing 
their part, their masks are on 
whenever they’re out of the 
pool, and whenever they’re in 
the pool, it’s all business. 

COURTESY OF GREGOR DEVEAU

Gregor Deveau ’21 
(Boys Swimming 

& Diving)

[Practices have been] a bit less 
intense [than before] because 
we don’t have these big match-
es like Andover vs. Exeter or 
the National Championships. 
We also have maybe three or 
four kids per practice per team, 
so that makes a big difference. 
We’ve been taking it a little bit 
more low key with our practices, 
but it’s also been really enjoy-
able… We’ve sort of gotten rid of 

been doing as much strength 
training and as much condition-
ing as in a normal season. We’ve 
pretty much done zero compet-
itive match play together to get 
in shape for a regular match, but 
technique wise [and] strategy 
wise, it’s all still there.

COURTESY OF ERIK WANG

Erik Wang ’21 
(Boys Squash) 

Like how things are across most 
of campus, we have to stay 
masked and six feet apart at all 
times, with the one exception 
maybe being when we go to get 
water. We can’t use the locker 
rooms, and any exercises or 
stretches that require any sort 
of contact with someone else 
aren’t allowed either. Though 

things a lot more inconvenient, I 
think they’re 100 percent nec-
essary. We’ve all got our eyes 
on competing in the spring, so 
everyone who’s on campus is 
super committed to staying safe 
and proving we can be trusted. COURTESY OF ALEX ODER

Alex Oder ’21 
(Indoor Track)

It’s been great to practice on 
the track and reconnect with 
coaches and teammates. We 
have a small group, so we can 
do the workouts and exercises 
together as opposed to breaking 
up into smaller groups. Still, I 
miss being with the entire team 
and competing with everyone 
at meets. The intensity of each 
practice is the same as ever, but 
nothing beats the energy of a 
full team out on the track. COURTESY OF ZACH MOYNIHAN

Zach Moynihan ’21 
(Indoor Track)

This term, we actually started 
doing morning practices, so 
we’re practicing in the morning 
now [at 6:30 a.m.] most days, 
some days [at 7:00 a.m.] before 

-
fast, then go to breakfast and 
then go to class… We only have 
Seniors on campus, so it’s just 

different from [having] 18 to 22 
girls in the pool, so we each get 
our lane, which is super nice… 
I think the team is just trying to 
stay super positive and have 
fun. It’s only three weeks of 
practice, and I think that’s kind 
of what our team has always 
been doing—take each day as a 

as it goes. It’s a good group of 
girls this term.

COURTESY OF HAILEY WADELL

Hailey Wadell ’21 
(Girls Swimming 

& Diving)

I miss having the whole team. 
Obviously the energy in a space 

than there is with twenty peo-
ple. I would just say our team 
has so many unique characters 
that it’s really sad that we don’t 

and their fun energy and the 
spirit we usually have at prac-
tices. 

Gwen Empie ’21 (Girls 
Swimming & Diving)

COURTESY OF GWEN EMPIE

We can’t do any group yoga, so 
we can’t touch. I’m pretty sure 
all the mats are cleaned because 
we have our own mats. Other 
than that, everything feels very, 
very normal, which is kind of 
weird… the only difference is 
having to wear a mask. I took 
yoga Lower Fall as well, so it’s 
been pretty much the same 
experience. It’s also kind of nice 
just because it feels normal in a 
sense—it’s kind of a good way 
to get away from a Covid-19 
campus. 

Bianca Rodriguez 
Pagano ’21 

(Recreational Yoga)

COURTESY OF BIANCA RODRIGUEZ PAGANO
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GIRLSWATERPOLO ULTIMATE

CYCLING

After a successful co-ed 
practice season this fall, 
Andover Water Polo looks 
to replicate that success 
this spring, according to 
Co-Captain Bianca Rodri-
guez Pagano ’21.

“Water polo is going to 
be gender-neutral again, 
that includes [the Andover 
Boys Water Polo Team] 
and anyone else who wants 
to play. I know that there’s 
a limit on how many peo-
ple can be in the pool. We 
figured out in the fall that 
by rotating, so some peo-
ple could be out doing dry 

lands and others could be 
in the pool and we usually 
separated those groups by 
grade or skill level,” said 
Rodriguez Pagano.

Although the competi-
tive season is canceled, the 
team still hopes to have the 
opportunity to scrimmage, 
according to Co-Captain 
Hailey Wadell ’21.

“We’re hoping we’ll be 
able to scrimmage which 
is something we weren’t 
able to do in the fall. We 
won’t be having a competi-
tive season, we talked with 
[Athletics Director Lisa 

Joel] and it didn’t seem 
like an appropriate re-
sponse as we are a contact 
sport and we are maskless 
in the pool; it would be a 
lot harder than non-con-
tact sports where you 
could stay six feet apart or 
wear a mask. We’re hop-
ing that we’ll be able to 
scrimmage with the team 
but we won’t be having in-
terscholastic games,” said 
Wadell.

After the 2020 sea-
son was canceled due to 
Covid-19, Andover Ulti-
mate players are high-
ly awaiting the upcom-
ing season, according to 
Co-Captain Kam Saal-
frank ’21. 

“I’m looking forward to 
getting out and being able 
to play Ultimate again. I 
haven’t had an actual game 
since the end of spring my 
Lower year, so I am really 
excited to get out and ac-
tually play a game against 
other teams,” said Saal-
frank.

Although the thought of 
competition is exciting for 
players, Head Coach Scott 
Hoenig remains focused 
on teaching his team good 
sportsmanship and how to 
be a better player. 

Hoenig said, “I think 
our goals don’t depend all 

that much on our com-
petition, if we are able to 
compete we will be able to 
actually see our goals play 
out, but our number one 
goal each season is sports-
manship and spirit of 
the game. It’s something 
that’s absolutely essen-
tial in ultimate since it’s a 
self-officiated sport.”

“After that, the next 
biggest goal is to be able 
to play the sport as com-
petitively as possible. I 
try to train players so that 
they are able to play when 
they leave Andover. Our 
Seniors this year didn’t 
have a season last year, 
hopefully, they will have 
something this year, but 
I want to make sure they 
are prepared should they 
decide to go on and play in 
college or the club level,” 
added Hoenig.

Despite all Andover Cy-
cling races being canceled 
for the 2020-2021 season 
due to Covid-19, Cycling 
Head Coach Samuel Zaed-
er remains focused on 
building meaningful con-
nections with the team. 

“My goals are to build a 
strong sense of connection 
and common purpose, to 
have fun and to work hard 
together toward physical 
and mental health,” wrote 
Zaeder in an email to The 
Phillipian. 

Zaeder hopes to estab-
lish fundamental cycling 
skills in the team so it can 

ride proficiently outside 
as soon as it is safe to do 
so. 

“With no races planned, 
our training can be a bit 
more focused on form and 
technique and less on vol-
ume and intensity… We 
will continue to train and 
work hard as a group. Stu-
dent athletes will learn 
a lot about many aspects 
of this sport, from train-
ing and fitness goals to 
key components to road 
racing and bike mainte-
nance,” wrote Zaeder.

Currently ranked as 
the 25th best high school 
team in the nation by Per-
fect Game and with seven 
Senior athletes already 
committed to top col-
lege programs around the 
country, Andover Baseball 
anticipates an exciting 
and successful season this 
spring, according to Head 
Coach Kevin Graber.

Graber said, “There is 
a lot of excitement about 
our program right now 
[and] there is a lot of ex-
citement within the pro-
gram as well. We want to 
show everyone that all the 
great things they are say-
ing about us is true.”

Though exact guide-
lines and rules regarding 
competition are still being 
straightened out, Graber 
is grateful for the oppor-
tunity to reconnect as a 
team and resume in-per-
son training. 

“I think [that] the worst 
case scenario is we get to 
have baseball training this 
spring, and [the] best case 
scenario [is that] we get 
to go out there and play 
some games against other 

schools. I’m just looking 
forward to being on the 
field with the guys after 
such a long time of being 
away from each other, 
and getting out there and 
playing a little baseball,” 
said Graber. 

Matthew Sapienza ’21 
attributes Big Blue Base-
ball’s success to individ-
ual dedication and hard 
work as a team, and Sapi-
enza shares Graber’s hope 
for a competitive season.

Sapienza wrote in an 
email to The Phillipian, 
“I think this team could 
really do great things. 
We have unbelievable 
talent throughout the 
lineup and although we 
haven’t all been together 
because of [Covid-19,] I 
know that we all have put 
in work whether it be in 
the weight room or just 
position training. I am 
very excited because this 
team is special and could 
do great things. We don’t 
know what the season will 
look like but we all try to 
stay positive and hope for 
the best.”

BASEBALL

This season, Andover 
Girls Lacrosse looks for-
ward to reuniting as a 
team after losing its entire 
season last year due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic. Head 
Coach Heidi Wall ’94 an-
ticipates challenges but 
believes that the team will 
be able to develop under 
the leadership of its re-
turning Senior athletes.  

Wall said, “We are cer-
tainly rebuilding given 
that we graduated ten 
Seniors last year. I only 
have three returning Se-
niors and a lot of time 
has elapsed since they 
last played, so I think that 
will be challenging. At the 
same time, there are a lot 
of really eager girls who 
are ready to step right 
in. As much as we are 
rebuilding, I feel really 
positive about this future 
team knowing that we are 
all just doing the best we 
can.”

In addition to chang-
es in team composition, 
practices will look differ-
ent from previous seasons 

and the team will like-
ly have fewer games due 
to Covid-19 restrictions. 
However, Kennedy Ever-
son ’21 is excited for the 
opportunity to improve 
upon the existing team 
spirit. 

“This season will ob-
viously have a different 
schedule, likely [fewer] 
games than normal, and 
each practice will have to 
be adjusted based on the 
expectations the school 
provides us with. It will 
also be different because 
the team is super new, so 
team-bonding activities 
will be crucial [at] the be-
ginning of the season so 
that we start to rekindle 
and create some old and 
new bonds. We are really 
focusing on rebuilding the 
team culture and mod-
ernizing it because we 
just graduated so many 
incredible players. But 
because of the very small 
numbers, there is so much 
room to grow and change 
the team to make it even 
better.”

GIRLSLACROSSE

This spring, Andover 
Boys Lacrosse will be al-
lowed to train as a team, 
and Head Coach James 
Beaudoin and Co-Captain 
Baron Abrishami ’21 look 
forward to reuniting as a 
group and resuming in-
terscholastic competition, 
even if in-person specta-
tors are not permitted. 

Beaudoin said, “I think 
I’m just looking forward 
to getting all of the players 
together. We haven’t had 
that this year and really 
haven’t had that in almost 
a year, when everyone was 
together, and kind of play-
ing as a full team, and just 
seeing the brotherhood 
and togetherness.”

“In the past we depend-
ed on fans in the stadium 

to bring energy, but with 
no fans, [generating this 
energy] might be some-
what of a difficulty, but re-
gardless, we’re just ready 
to play,” added Abrishami. 

However, knowing 
that the games will be 
live streamed online for 
the players’ families and 
friends to watch should 
give them an extra dose of 
motivation, according to 
Beaudoin.

Beaudoin said, “All 
the games will be lives-
treamed if I’m not mis-
taken, so I think that is 
letting [the players] know 
that people will be watch-
ing, even if they are not 
there. Their families can 
still watch, their friends 
[can still watch].”

Despite the chang-
es that this season will 
bring, Abrishami shares 
Beaudoin’s excitement to 
start playing again.

“With the cancella-
tion of last season during 
Covid-19, [not being able 
to play] just really made 
me really grateful for the 
games that we played 
before… [I] just really 
want to get back to play-
ing against other teams; 
playing against Deerfield 
under the lights is some-
thing every kid dreams of 
when they come to Ando-
ver,” said Abrishami.

SOFTBALL

Andover Softball 
Co-Captain Katie Wimmer 
’21 and her teammates will 
be able to practice together 
this spring after Covid-19 
canceled the team’s sea-
son last year. According to 
Wimmer, the hard work 
that the team has put in 
over the past few months 
will help ensure that the 
group has not lost any mo-
mentum from when they 
last trained together.

“I think a lot of the team 
has been doing their best 
to practice on their own, 
and try and focus on cer-
tain skills, so that way 
when we come together in 
March, we’ll have the ba-
sics [down] and we’ll put 
together the team aspect 
once we are all together,” 
said Wimmer.

In particular, Kiley 
Buckley ’23 has been prac-
ticing with her club team 

as well as physical condi-
tioning by working out.

“I play [for] a club team 
and I have had a couple of 
practices, so I have been 
going to those, and also I 
have been working out to 
get stronger and faster. [I 
have also been] going to 
hitting practices and try-
ing to physically prepare 
myself for the season,” 
said Buckley.

Wimmer expressed her 
excitement to be back on 
the field with her team 
after being apart for more 
than a year.

“I’m just really excited 
to see the team again, be-
ing out on the field again, 
because we didn’t get a 
chance to do any of that 
last spring. So just trying 
to relive what we didn’t 
have [because] none of us 
were on campus last year,” 
said Wimmer.

BOYSLACROSSE

Reporting By: Jack Pearlson, 
Daigo Moriwake, Sia Gandhi, 

and Justin Hardy
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Andover Boys Volley-
ball is preparing to train 
on campus this coming 
term, according to Caleb 
Blackburn-Johnson ’22. 
Although distancing can 
be a challenge, he is still 
planning to play a good 
game while following 
safety guidelines.

“Luckily, volleyball is 
one of the easiest sports 
to distance during and 
still play at full speed/
strength, so on the court 
we shouldn’t have to 
change much. Still, we 
will have to adjust to 
members of the team not 
being on campus, quaran-
tining, etc.,” wrote Black-
burn-Johnson in an email 
to The Phillipian.

According to Head 
Coach Alex Svec, the team 
is keeping their positive 
spirits up, regardless of 
their chances of compet-

ing. Players are keeping 
their heads in the game, 
and continue to train safe-
ly, but nonetheless, are 
equally motivated to do 
their best. 

“Considering Andover 
went entirely remote, and 
we didn’t get to have a sin-
gle practice last Spring, 
this season already feels 
like a success. The hard-
est part will be managing 
the optimism/expectation 
that we finally get to com-
pete again,” wrote Svec in 
an email to The Phillipian.

 Andover Boys Volley-
ball will live in the mo-
ment and not take any-
thing for granted during 
the Spring Term, accord-
ing to Svec.

“The importance of ap-
preciating what you do 
have in the moment, be-
cause nothing lasts forev-
er…. I am [lucky] to work 

with such a tremendous 
group of athletes. Despite 
the letdown of a cancelled 
season and the uncertain-
ty of the impending one, 
the team has remained 
positive, enthusiastic, 
and motivated to make 
the most out of what we 
have,” worte Svec.

Andover Boys Tennis 
hopes to return to a sea-
son similar to past years, 
according to Mac Katka-
vich ’21. Since players are 
spread apart during games 
and practice, following all 
Covid-19 guidelines will 
not restrict much of the 
team’s playing, Katkavich 
explained.

“Tennis is one of the 
only sports that can be 
played socially distant. 
There are usually less 
than ten people on a team, 
so we can play socially 
distant, and teams from 
out of state can come and 
play without breaking any 
Covid-19 rules,” said Kat-
kavich.

According to Head 
Coach Leon Calleja, An-
dover Boys Tennis is op-
timistic for a competitive 
season.

“Our Athletic Director 
and program has been 

working really hard to 
make [competing] a big 
priority, and I know the 
school would like to do 
so—if it can be done safe-
ly and without significant 
disruption to student life. 
For example, I worry that 
if we do end up playing a 
team that’s out of state, 
those travelling might 
have to quarantine upon 
return. So details like 
this are things the school 
is trying to figure out,” 
wrote Calleja in an email 
to The Phillipian.

Further, according to 
Katkavich, he will miss 
certain aspects of a nor-
mal season, such as trav-
eling in the team’s rally 
wagon for away games, 
but the team is hopeful 
for the season.

“I’m looking forward to 
meeting all the new play-
ers on the team and do-
ing my best to continue a 

BOYSVOLLEYBALL TRACK&FIELD

In preparation for its 
season, Andover Track & 
Field works to maintain 
an inclusive team envi-
ronment and positive 
work ethic, according to 
Alex Oder ’21.  

“My favorite thing 
about track is definitely 
the supportive communi-
ty that exists pretty much 
throughout the entire 
sport. There’s not any ego 
or toxicity here, and that’s 
one of the things that 
keeps me coming back,” 
wrote Oder in an email to 
The Phillipian. 

According to Ablah 
Siddiq ’22, the team is op-
timistic for a competitive 
season comparable to a 
normal year.

“I think even if we 
don’t have formal com-
petition, we’re still going 
to do little competitions 

and meets within our own 
team, so we’ll still have 
that... [I’m going to miss] 
the energy: cheering for 
your teammates, meeting 
all the new people, the 
excitement, etc,” said Sid-
diq.

Andover Track & Field 
is staying motivated by 
connecting with each 
other and being held ac-
countable for their train-
ing, continued Oder.

“Zoom is pretty awk-
ward to use, so each of 
us tries to keep in touch 
with at least a few oth-
er members over text or 
something similar, which 
helps keep all of us ac-
countable for continuing 
to train… Make the most 
of any chance to compete 
that you get, because you 
might not get another 
one,” wrote Oder.

BOYSTENNIS GIRLSTENNIS

After Covid-19 halt-
ed Andover Girls Tennis’ 
2019-2020 season, the 
team is looking forward 
to practicing and train-
ing with each other this 
spring, according to Cap-
tain Reimi Kusaka ’21.

“I don’t think any-
one can be sure of what 
spring sports will look 
like this year, but I am 
most looking forward to 
reuniting with my team-
mates. While we may not 
have many matches as we 
usually do, I am so excit-
ed for our practices and 
team-bonding together,” 
said Kusaka.

Echoing Kusaka’s grat-
itude for the team being 
able to come together 
for a spring season, Head 
Coach Deborah Chase 
anticipates many chang-
es for the coming season 
compared to past years. 

Looking ahead, the sea-
son will function differ-
ently this year, such as 
competing in fewer com-
petitions.

“We expect to deal 
with the pandemic re-
sourcefully, purposefully, 
and with care, so that we 
can be out there and play 
every day and not risk 
losing the little season 
and the little time we’ll 
have together… We’ll have 
to refocus on our goals 
and think about what 
our goals are, improving 
and working together as 
a team, and making the 
most of the competition 
that we hopefully will 
have,” said Chase.

WRITE FOR SPORTS!

SPRING SPORT PREVIEWS

EMAIL LBOSHAR22, 
CSADOWSKI22, AND TTANG22
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Black Artists at Andover

What music groups are you 
part of? 

So I started out in chorus. At the 
beginning of my Lower year, I 
got into Fidelio as an Alto II. A 
little bit later in my Lower year, 
I got into Downbeat as an Alto 
I. So those were the three that 
I was in. I’m still in those three, 
but now I sing Soprano in Fide-

lio and Tenor in Downbeat. 

How would you describe 
yourself as a singer?

I sing because I love to sing and 
I grew up singing. A lot of what 
I do, I do for fun, rather than for 
a specific end goal. When I was 
really little, my mom wanted 
to be an opera singer actually. 
She instilled a lot of music into 
me, whether that came through 
classical music or musical the-
ater. So I grew up listening to 
Broadway. And I think that 

evolved into this deep passion 
for singing. I think that music is 
one of the ways that I can really 
express myself so I try to be real-
ly emotive when I sing and I try 
to be very intentional with what 
I sing. I am a passionate singer.

What is a memorable moment 
that sparked your passion for 

singing?
We used to have this musical 
camp at my church where we 
would put on these short church 
plays and musicals. I auditioned 
to play the king. I remember 
being on that stage and looking 
at the other side of the room. It 
was the first time that I felt like 
I was not producing music; I felt 
like music was coming out of 
me. I absolutely fell in love with 
that feeling of getting to unleash 
a side of myself, whether or not 
it was in front of an audience, 

that I did not really know how to 
show anywhere else.

Do you have a favorite or least 
favorite song to perform?

I can’t say my actual least fa-
vorite song cause Dr. Siegfried’s 
going to get mad at me! My least 
favorite song is “Cells Planets.” 
One that stuck with me is “Live 
the Question” which Fidelio did 
last year. But outside of that, I 
can’t answer that. There [are] 

too many.

Who or what inspires you the 
most?

My friends in chorus. It’s be-
cause I do not think that sing-
ing at Andover or even being at 
Andover would be as fulfilling 
as it would be without them and 
I think because of that, I don’t 
think that I would love singing as 
much as I do if I weren’t doing it 

with people that I love spending 
time with. As much as I love to 
sing by myself, the people that I 
get to sing with make it worth all 

of the time and effort. 

Favorite T.V. show?
Right now I’m binging “Crimi-
nal Minds,” so I’ll have to go with 

that.

COURTESY OF KATE HORTON

Kate Horton ’22

How would you describe 
yourself as an actor?

I guess I’m a very dramatic per-
son and that shows a lot in how 

I perform different characters. 
The characters I played are in-
fluenced by certain aspects of 
their identity. For example, I 
did a show called “For Colored 
Girls,” and it was very much 
about women of color, specifi-
cally Black women, and some of 
the trouble the Black women ex-
perienced… I try my best to put 
as much as myself into it without 
being too connected with my 
characters, just because a lot of 
the shows I like to be in and like 
to read and interact with tend 
to grapple [with] some of these 
complex ideas and experiences. 
So I try to protect myself with 
that. But also try to respect the 
story through showing the pain 
or if there’s like a lot of joy in 
that in that character or in that 
situation [or] in that scene, I try 
to really play that up so that the 

audience understands.

 
What stood out to you about 

theater? 
I feel like there’s a special type of 
energy that you get when you’re 
interacting with art that is mov-
ing and live. Even with music, I 
love singing but I hate record-
ing. It just doesn’t have the same 
energy. In theatre, you can do 
something different in that mo-
ment, and then other people 
will be able to notice that, and 
they’ll be like, “wow,” this might 
change how I understand the 
story. Or this might change how 
I relate to this character. And I 
feel like theater is just also really 
great because you have an hour 
[or] an hour and a half to show a 
part of someone’s life. And then, 
that can influence how people 
understand themselves or the 
world, or people who are simi-

lar to the main character, or who 
are in similar situations as the 
main character. And that’s such 
a small amount of time. I think 

that’s really cool.
 

What would you say inspired 
you to start theater and keep 

pursuing it on campus? 
I know that I mentioned earli-
er that the [Theatre and Dance 
Department] on campus is very 
white. A lot of what I try to do 
now is that I try to provide more 
spaces for people of color to find 
their community of artists, of 
performers of people who un-
derstand. It’s been really hard 
the past [year] just because of 
Covid-19 to get people connect-
ed. But now that I’m a Producer, 
I can try to reach out to more 
students of color who are new 
and be like, “Hey, if you want to 
do a monologue, this is some-

thing you can do.” I have [an Ad-
vance Practical Theatre Appli-
cation class] that I’m directing, 
and the entire cast is comprised 
of students of color and the show 
is about a woman of color and 
her experiences in Cuba and in 
the United States. It’s really im-
portant for me to bring that up 
and to provide these spaces for 
students, and performance of 
color just because, you know it’s 
so tough... But opening up these 
spaces is really, really important 

for me. 
 

Favorite Paresky Commons 
meal?

I like curly fries when they have 
them. 

 
Favorite T.V. show right now? 

Oh gosh, “Anne with an E.”

COURTESY OF DENISE TAVERAS

Denise Taveras ’21

How would you describe 
yourself as an actor?

I would say, as an actor, I really 
enjoy portraying characters that 
I relate to on some level. It can 
even be something super small. 
But I like playing those charac-
ters because I feel like I can em-
body them the best and make the 

audience feel something.
 

Why do you believe embody-
ing a character is important? 

It’s really important to me to 
embody the character because 
I like to think of characters as 
3-D as much as I possibly can 
as opposed to just, this flat char-
acter because it’s our job as ac-
tors to take this character off a 
page and bring them to life as a 

fully-fleshed person. And I feel 
like that’s easier to do when you 
can relate to them in some way, 

shape, or form.
 

What initially attracted you to 
theater at Andover? 

Definitely the community. The 
first show I auditioned for was 
“Ragtime.” I did not get cast, but 
I met a lot of really cool people 
at the audition. We ended up in 
chorus together, which is an-
other activity that I really enjoy 
and have been doing for a long 
time. And just a lot of people in 
my circle were really into the 
arts [and] really into expressing 
themselves in that way on stage 
as performers. Just having that 
community of people who get 

what I wanted to do here was 
really important and really drew 

me to theatre.
 

What is your experience as a 
director on campus? 

[Directing] has really allowed 
me to connect with myself on 
a level that I normally don’t, or 
had not when I first started. Be-
cause I was really putting myself 
out there, with the student body 
or whoever came to the perfor-
mance, the things I did were 
really close to my heart. I really 
had to think a lot about what 
story I wanted to tell, not just in 
terms of the words being spoken, 
but in terms of blocking, lighting, 
and inflection, because we had 
other cast members as well. It’s 

just the whole process of cre-
ating something that is going 
to be performed by others and 
with others really forced me 
to think about all the different 
things that go into being a per-
former and telling the story on 
stage to other people and figur-
ing out how to utilize aspects 

of each person involved.
 

What’s your favorite Pares-
ky Commons food? 

Tater tots
 

What’s your favorite T.V. 
show currently? 

I’ve been watching “Nurses” 
on Hulu and I’ve been really 
enjoying it. It’s like “Grey’s 

Anatomy,” not gonna lie.

Niara Urquhart ’21

What aspect of singing is most 
important to you?

I think a lot of my music now is 
focused on my own stuff and my 
song-writing. So that’s kind of 
like an everyday thing and that’s 
like me learning more instru-
ments, like trying how to learn 

how to play guitar. I’m getting 
better at the piano as well. Just 
finding my own sound and my 
own voice. So that’s something 
I’ve been doing a lot of recent-
ly and that’s definitely what I 
think is most important for me 
now—trying to finish everything 
or finalizing things on my album 

and things like that. 

How did you come up with 
the idea of starting an album, 
and what themes does it en-

compass?
The more songs that I write, the 
more that I realized that people 
started to like my music and I 
was like, “Oh, I should release 
music.” I think a lot of my music 
is just continuous. It builds off of 
one another so you can put it to-
gether in that way. Cause it’s my 
life, it is my friends’ lives. It’s ev-

erything that I’ve experienced, 
everything that my friends have 
experienced. It all comes to-
gether like a big huge Andover 
experience, so that is the goal 
of this album, to capture that. 
I think it’s relatable in so many 
ways, but it is also individual, so 

that is the cool part. 

What is the song-writing pro-
cess for you like?

A lot of the time I will get my 
piano, my chord progression, 
my beat, and just sing whatev-
er feels right in terms of melo-
dy and lyrics. I feel like a lot of 
song-writing just flows, cause 
I’ve done it in a different way. 
A lot of people [write songs] by 
starting with lyrics, with the 
melody, and then they find their 
chords. I think then you’re try-
ing to force something that is 

not really there. I think when 
you have a song, [or] when you 
have your chords, or when you 
have what you want your sound 
to sound like, then you are able 
to fit whatever fits already. A 
lot of the time that just comes 
naturally. That just comes from 
whatever you have heard be-
fore, and whatever you’re feel-

ing at that moment. 

Where do you get your inspi-
ration from?

You cannot force a song in gen-
eral. I think a lot of the [time] 
when I start to write, it’s either 
about something that happened 
to me or something I heard to-
day. I heard my friend say some-
thing and was like, “wow,” the 
way they articulated that kind 
of encapsulates how a lot of peo-
ple are feeling in this moment. 

I take that scenario and I take 
what happened to me today and 
things like that, and get down 
and I’m like “this is my story to-

day.” 

What instruments have you 
included in your album?

So I start on my piano, I have my 
vocals. I love bass so I include a 
lot of bass from the computer. 
You can put in your drums, you 
can put in your beat. I used a 
little bit of violin, a little strings 
in there. I do a little bit of elec-
tric guitar sometimes. There 
are some songs that are super 
stripped down that [they are] 
just [the] piano and me, and oth-
ers that are all the works, so it is 

a balance.

Favorite T.V. show?
“Gilmore Girls” 

COURTESY OF SUMMER  SEWARD

Summer Seward ’21

REPORTING BY ZOE YU

MUSIC:

REPORTING BY CHLOE 
KINDANGEN

THEATER:

COURTESY OF NIARA URQUHART 
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Directed by James Longley ’90, 
the 2018 documentary “Angels 
Are Made of Light” opens with 
captured rays of sun, illuminating 
the landscapes of Kabul, Afghani-
stan. The film takes place during a 
relatively peaceful time in Kabul, 
and Longley attempts to capture 
the “ordinary,” such as the weary 
life of students and adults, dis-
playing perspectives that might 
be unknown to a global audience.

“Human beings have a pri-
mordial fear of the unknown. In 
the United States, we tend not to 
know much about other countries 
and cultures, and thus we fear 
them. Empathy and understand-
ing go hand in hand, and I have 
seen what happens when these 
are missing… Filmmaking—and 
the forms of filmmaking that are 
invented in the future—can do 
more than tell diverting stories; 
filmmaking can provide a surro-
gate experience of the perspective 
of others, thus helping to solve 
this very serious empathy and un-
derstanding problem that human 
beings have,” wrote Longley in an 
email to The Phillipian.

Longley is an Academy-nom-
inated filmmaker and photogra-
pher, with two Academy Award 
nominations and an Emmy Award 
nomination. Longley’s interest in 
film started in early childhood—
movies, theatre, and photography 
were his escape from his Wash-
ington island life. When Longley 
was eleven, he met film director 
Werner Herzog and viewed his 
film “Fitzcarraldo.” Longley re-
calls that the production, which 
featured a steamship winched 
over a mountain in the Amazon 
rainforest, also piqued his interest 
in the film industry. 

“My parents were scientists, 

and we lived on an island off the 
coast of Washington state, at a 
marine biology research station, 
on the edge of a forest. The labora-
tory buildings were open all night, 
which gave me access to dark-
room facilities. My father gave 
me a Nikon, and I used it until the 
shutter stopped working. I be-
came a skilled photographer and 
darkroom printer as a kid because 
I had access to those facilities and 
found it fascinating,” wrote Long-
ley.

At Andover, Longley spent 
hours recording a weekly radio 
show called “Sound & Vision,” 
where he reviewed movies with 
his friend and fellow film director, 
Robin Hessman ’90. It was also on 
Andover’s campus where he dis-
covered an interest in the Russian 
language, one that later took him 
to Moscow, Russia and expanded 

his appreciation for cinematogra-
phy.

“Russia was quite exciting at 
the time; Hessman and I were 
there as Russian language stu-
dents, then as film students… 
During the language course in 
Leningrad, in 1991, I picked up a 
Soviet 16mm clockwork movie 
camera and some film and started 
taking it around, filming different 
spots in the city. I had always done 
photography, but this was the 
first time I started thinking about 
making movies, and trying to do 
it. After the breakup of the Soviet 
Union, at the film school in Mos-
cow, we were already working on 
35mm and making a fully-fledged 
documentary short film that went 
on to win a Student Academy 
Award. That’s probably what gave 
me the confidence to continue 
making films after college, ” wrote 

Longley.
Graduating from his Russian 

film school with an award and 
an even greater interest in film-
making, Longley continued to 
pursue creating documentaries, 
and released his first long film, 
“Gaza Strip,” in 2002, which fea-
tured children affected during 
Al-Aqsa Intifada from a few years 
prior. The Al-Aqsa Intifada, also 
known as the Second Intifada, 
was a series of Palestinian upris-
ings against Israel, which began 
due to failed negotiations with the 
Israeli-Palestinian peace process, 
according to [the British Broad-
casting Company.] Longley men-
tions the film was made to give the 
Gaza situation the rightful media 
coverage he believes it deserved.

“As an individual filmmaker 
not attached to a company, this 
gave me an opportunity to show 

my audience a reality of which 
they were previously unaware, 
which I think is a decent reason to 
make a film, or to watch one. The 
freedom to speak the truth is a su-
perpower that should be used on 
behalf of others,” wrote Longley.

After deciding to test out new 
waters by filming in Gaza and 
Iraq, Longley was exposed to new 
cultures and experiences. His 
time filming the Palestinian Up-
risings and Iraqi societies made 
him become increasingly aware 
of the ignorance of Americans on 
Middle Eastern cultures and so-
ciety, and he hopes to deepen the 
United States’ understanding of 
the Middle East through his doc-
umentaries.

“People in the United States 
generally lack basic understand-
ing and empathy for Iraqi civil-
ians. With my films, I am giving 
the audience a chance to devel-
op the human feeling for others 
that they are missing. These are 
simple things, but they are often 
overlooked because they are not 
particularly commercial,” wrote 
Longley.

Currently due to Covid-19, 
Longley is stuck at home which 
has allowed him to focus on 
writing and other smaller proj-
ects. Looking towards the future, 
he believes that filmmaking is a 
growing craft, and that the power 
films have to enlighten and edu-
cate others will continually be-
come more significant to today’s 
society. 

“As our ability to hack human 
sensory perception grows more 
subtle and persuasive… The need 
to use this ability for good will 
become more paramount. Films 
can reveal the world, or pull a veil 
over it. These are not neutral out-
comes, because films are increas-
ingly the way we know—or don’t 
know—about the wider world,” 
wrote Longley.

After Andover: Filmmaker James Longley ’90 Brings 
Different Perspectives to Life Through Observational Documentaries

JACKIE LI &
MAGGIE 

SATTERTHWAITE

ELIZABETH CHOU/THE PHILLIPIAN

COURTESY OF JAMES LONGLEY

Hi! I’m Ariel Wang ’21, and 
I’ve been a musician since I was 
about three years old. I have stud-
ied countless pieces of music since 
then, but only as I grew older have 
I recognized the cultural appro-
priation hidden in many of them. 
Since denouncing these pieces 
would mean uprooting their con-
tributions to classical music histo-
ry as well as much of classical mu-
sic culture, I hope to do my part in 
fostering equitable and inclusive 
representation in classical music 
in this column by re-examining 
these pieces within the context 
of this conversation and raising 
awareness to this cause. 

The Impressionist era of clas-
sical music has always been my 
favorite. Like the work from its 
contemporary artists—Claude 
Monet, Pierre-Auguste Renoir, 
Camille Pissarro, etc.—Impres-
sionist music focuses on evok-
ing emotions, colors, and moods 
rather than telling a story, mark-
ing a departure (even further 
than Romantic music) from the 
strict structures and predictable 
harmonies of the Baroque and 
Classical eras. The music tends 
to be dreamy by employing tex-
tures, imagery, and harmony to 
paint a picture rather than drive 
the music. The “blurry” result 
sounds like a translation of art, 
like Monet’s hazy “Impression, 
Sunrise,” which the movement 
was named after.

A hallmark of Impression-
ism was the growing craze over 
Orientalism after the Japan ex-
hibition in the Paris World Ex-
position of 1889. Monet’s “La Jap-
onaise,” or the renamed “Camille 
Monet in Japanese Costume,” 
depicts Monet’s wife, in a blonde 
wig emphasizing her whiteness, 
wearing an embroidered red ki-
mono and surrounded by fans. 
The piece visually exemplifies 
the “exoticism” so common in 
Impressionism by using a sem-
blance of Japanese culture as a 
decoration while maintaining 
white power and privilege. Its 
musical counterpart was the use 
of “exotic scales”—modal, whole 
tone, and pentatonic, to list a few 

examples. 
The pentatonic (five-note) 

scale, specifically, became a 
trademark signifier of Asia in mu-
sic (though it is far from unique 
to Asian music). Claude Debussy, 
Maurice Ravel, and Giacomo 
Puccini frequently used the scale 
to conjure up “exotic” scenes and 
images of the “Orient.” For in-
stance, Puccini is an Italian opera 
composer whose work has traces 
of Impressionism. His most fa-
mous work, the opera “Madama 
Butterfly,” is about a Japanese 
girl, usually played by a white 
woman, hopelessly in love with 
a white American soldier. The 
woman’s story ends in tragedy 
when the soldier does not return 
her fidelity—another illustration 
of the “white gaze” of Japanese 
and Asian representation in mu-
sic and art of that time.

Another example of this ste-
reotyping for “ornamentation” 
and entertainment is the use of 
non-Western traditional instru-
ments. The Chinese gong cymbal 
holds ceremonial significance in 
Chinese culture but is appropri-
ated for its loud, jarring sound 
in Western orchestral music by 
composers such as Hector Ber-
lioz and Olivier Messiaen. It is 
separated from its cultural signif-
icance and used simply to seem 
“exotic” in European music the 
same way “exotic scales” do.

When I learned about all of 
this in my music history classes 
as a child, I was proud that my 
Asian heritage was represented 
in the music I played. I did not 

realize how this practice does 
not truly represent us. Especial-
ly since Impressionist music 
and art is not detailed in their 
descriptions, and rather evoke a 
hazy representation, the mono-
lithic “Asia” that audiences hear 
in those pentatonic scales are just 
a white-imagined construction of 
Asia—it exploits the idea of Asia 
as an “exotic” motif simply for 
entertainment for its European 
audiences, usually without re-
spect or even acknowledgment 
of the traditional music and sto-
ries of the many diverse cultures 
in Asia.

What is the path forward? It 
is difficult to say that we should 
denounce this music. Debussy, 
Ravel, and the like are not only 
incredibly influential figures in 
classical music but integral to its 
development in the eras after-
ward. The boundaries between 
cultural appreciation and ap-
propriation are also blurry, es-
pecially in music without text—
overly guarding culture against 
exchange also could promote a 
stagnancy in its development. 
The least we can do is, while en-
joying this music, explicitly ask 
ourselves what Debussy and his 
contemporaries evokes for us 
when they use exoticism in their 
pieces—then, it is important that 
we recognize that it is a skewed 
version of Asia and its diverse 
music, viewed through white 
eyes or Westernized perspec-
tives.

Culture as Ornamentation: 
Orientalism in Impressionist Music

ARIEL WANG

JESSICA XU/THE PHILLIPIAN

With landscape trees as com-
mon subjects, Morton Livingston 
Schamberg and Arthur Dove’s oil 
and charcoal paintings stood side-
by-side—Schamberg’s modern-
ism and precisionism contrasting 
Dove’s charcoal impressionistic 
modernism. Using nonrepresen-
tative colors and abstraction, both 
paintings depicted the overarch-
ing theme of defying early 20th 
century norms. 

In an email to The Phillipian, 
audience member Blakeman Haz-
zard Allen AA ’66, reflected on 
the artworks from the Addison 
Gallery of American Art’s Virtual 
Gallery talk. 

“As talks progress from 1850 
to 1950 through ‘Currents/Cross-
currents,’ the presenters’ depth 
of knowledge frames tightly cu-
rated choices. While demonstrat-
ing a range of styles and artists’ 
perspectives, the artworks also 
embody historical and cultural 
contexts that backstop the talks. 
The talks that showcase the ‘Cur-
rents/Crosscurrents’ 1850-1950 
collection represent the enduring 
nature of art,” wrote Allen.

On February 10, the second 
session of the chronological 
three-part “Currents/Crosscur-
rents: American Art 1850–1950 
with Gordon Wilkins” explored 
American artwork created be-
tween 1900 and 1930, featuring 
artists such as Edward Hopper, 
Georgia O’Keeffe, and John Sing-
er Sargent. According to Allen, the 
Addison’s commitment to educa-
tional outreach and public service 
is sustained through the virtual 
talks.

“Since inception, the Addi-
son Gallery of American Art has 
served as a touchstone: both with-
in the Andover community and 
more broadly. With the complexi-
ties of the pandemic, the Addison’s 
pivot to amplify the collection 
through virtual events connects 

the audience and richness within 
gallery walls,” wrote Allen.

After attending the first Virtual 
Gallery talk in January, Bob Mar-
shall ’64 returned to hear Wilkins’ 
insights once more. Identifying 
the Addison’s American art collec-
tion as one of the most important 
in the world, Marshall was espe-
cially interested in learning about 
inter-collection connections.

“[Wilkin’s] talk and this exhibi-
tion rely heavily on connections, 
and making connections is an im-
portant part of a secondary edu-
cation. ‘Compare and contrast’ is 
a cornerstone of the intellectual 
process,” wrote Marshall in an 
email to The Phillipian.

Extending the search for con-
nections beyond the collection, 
audience member Evalyn Lee ’23, 
identified society influences in the 
artworks’ subject. Specifically, in 
“Sunday, Women Drying Their 
Hair” by John Sloan, Lee believes 
that the depiction of the lower 
class was commercialized and fil-
tered in order to appeal to wealthy 
buyers. 

“The women drying their hair 
[help] us see our own elitism in 
ways where our institution is elit-
ist and excludes other people,” 
said Lee. “It is important to learn 
about art history today, because it 
helps us see patterns. Art is sort of 
an artifact of history in [the] sense 
that it captures what was going on 
in the time period. It’s all reflected 
through the art.” 

According to Allen, the talk 
further prompted her to consider 
how times of dissonance and up-
heaval affect creativity. Ultimately, 
she hopes the connections formed 
through this exhibition can reach 
a global audience.

“Although an America-centric 
collection, the Addison provides 
teaching and learning resources 
with universal applications that 
span the globe, [which are] es-
pecially relevant at this time. Its 
message transcends boundaries,” 
wrote Allen.

The Addison’s Currents/
Crosscurrents Virtual Gallery Talks 

Prompt Audience Members to 

JASMINE MA

According to Longley, filmmaking provides another perspective on reality. 
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With water droplets stream-
ing down a bright blue back-
ground, a girl with shower foam 
in her hair squeezes her eyes shut 
and screams in the colored-pen-
cil artwork “Resilience” by Alice 
Fan ’23. 

Displayed in “The New Amer-
icans” virtual gallery created by 
the Addison Club, Fan expressed 
that her drawing depicts the pin-
nacle of racism targeted toward 
Asian-Americans. Her artwork 
fits the overarching theme of the 
exhibition—a moment of nation-
al identity. According to Fan, this 
virtual exhibition allowed her to 
convene with artists from across 
the Andover community.

“We have such talented artists 
at Andover and, a lot of the time, 
we don’t realize it, especially in 
a virtual environment, because 
these things are hard to come up 
in conversation. With a virtual 
exhibit, it gives students an op-
portunity to showcase some of 
their work, and I think it’s real-
ly empowering to help students 
share their work and give them 
a platform to also explain the 
context and background of their 
piece,” said Fan.

On February 19, the Addison 
Club debuted “The New Amer-
icans” virtual exhibition with an 
opening reception over Zoom, 
which commenced with a tour of 
the virtual gallery and concluded 
with reflections from contribut-
ing artists. According to Addison 
Ambassador Abbie Cheng ’23, 
this virtual exhibition is the first 
event affiliated with the Addi-

son Gallery of American Art that 
showcases visual and written art-
work from Andover students.

“As Addison ambassadors, we 
really wanted to find a way to 
connect people with the Addison 
virtually this year. [We wanted 
them to] express creativity and 
get them outside so they’re not 
staring at a screen all day. We 
thought the exhibition would be 
a great way to do this, because 
students can not only create ma-
terials through photography and 
art, but also explore the Addi-
son exhibits and be inspired by 
them,” said Cheng.

Collaborating with “The Cou-
rant,” Andover’s literary and arts 
magazine, and “F-STOP Maga-
zine,” the student-run photogra-
phy magazine, the Addison Club 
combined its resources with the 
visual art and poetry from these 
publications. Together, they 
aimed to create an exhibition 
based on Robert Frank’s collec-
tion, “The Americans,” a series 
of 50 photographs captured by 
Frank in 1958, which is owned by 
the Addison Gallery of American 
Art.

“We were inspired by Frank’s 
idea of capturing a time period 
honestly with photos. This con-
cept seemed super applicable to 
the year 2020, where students 
could build upon the idea of 
capturing a time period based 
on their personal reflections. So 
walking around the gallery and 
viewing the work wouldn’t only 
be meaningful because of each 
piece, but also the gallery could 
allow for reflection on the year in 
a personal manner that they can 
create at home,” said Cheng.

After the idea for the collec-
tion was established, the editors 
of “The Courant” and “F-STOP 
Magazine” contributed to the 
curation process, according to 
Cheng. Co-Editor-in-Chief of 
“The Courant,” Ariel Wang ’21, 
believes that the exhibition deep-
ly resonates with the mission of 
“The Courant”: authentically 
showcasing student artwork and 
writing to the Andover commu-
nity. According to Wang, the di-
vergence of this exhibition from 
their standard magazine issues 
can inspire more emphasis on 
live “The Courant” events in the 
future.

“I guess one thing that’s real-
ly unique about ‘The Courant’ is 
that we never have a theme, so 
it’s really boundaryless in a way. 
[This time,] it was interesting for 
‘The Courant’ to venture into 
[a theme] and see how it turned 
out. I feel like ‘The Courant’ is 
just a book, so having some of the 
works out in an exhibit was just 
bringing it out and showing it to 
the world,” said Wang.

Reflecting on the exhibition, 
Addison Ambassador Emiliano 
Caceres Manzano ’22 believes 
that “The New Americans” was 
successful for the Addison Club. 
Going forward, the Addison Club 

hopes to further promote student 
artwork by organizing more ex-
hibitions, potentially in in-person 
settings that utilize outdoor spac-
es and student classrooms.

“It just made me feel real-
ly good to see the student work 
treated with the same respect 
and the same kind of platform 
that professional artists are treat-
ed with, and that was very much 
our intention. When we set ev-
erything up, [we want] to give 
students the best platform pos-
sible to share their work, and to 
see their work on the equivalent 
of a museum wall,” said Caceres 
Manzano.

The Addison Club Showcases Student Artwork for 
First Time in ‘The New Americans’ Exhibition

JASMINE MA

Loving and quiet, “Superno-
va” portrays an understated, yet 
touching depiction of partners 
Sam (Colin Firth) and Tusker 
(Stanley Tucci)’s relationship as 
Tusker struggles with early-on-
set dementia. Written and di-
rected by Harry Macqueen and 
released in U.S. theaters on Janu-
ary 29, “Supernova” takes us on a 
journey through England’s Lake 
District as Sam and Tusker visit 
friends and family in an (unstat-
ed) “last hurrah” before Tusker’s 

condition worsens. In the green-
ery of the English countryside, 
we watch as Sam and Tusker 
navigate their relationship, while 
we’re asked to ponder, as Stanley 
Tucci puts it: “love and loss, but 
love first.” Spoilers ahead. 

The bulk of “Supernova”’s 
artistic success comes from the 
performances and chemistry be-
tween the two lead actors. Firth 
and Tucci stun in the quiet mo-
ments (which are abundant), 
where a linking of fingers or an 
averted glance says more than di-
alogue ever could. In a subdued 
film like “Supernova,” the more 
traditional premise and slow 

pace has the potential to bog the 
film down in maudlin displays 
of cheap sentimentality or melo-
drama. However, the leads bring 
a graceful compassion to their 
characters, and the strength of 
their performances keeps us in-
vested in the story, and perhaps 
more importantly, their rela-
tionship. Additionally, due to 
the plot, the film’s tension relies 
on the rapport between the two 
leads. Most of the conflict arises 
from the characters’ fear of the 
unknown, in contrast to the two 
decades they have spent togeth-
er; much like the vast night sky 
Tusker is so fond of gazing into, 
the couple’s future seems just as 
uncertain and immense. The be-
lievability that these two charac-
ters have known, and loved, each 
other for 20 years is the founda-
tion of this tension, built on the 
fear that their shared knowledge 
of each other will be lost, or ir-
revocably changed. Because the 
disruption of the known creates 
the tension and conflict, it was 
imperative for the main charac-
ters to have realistic, emotionally 
intimate, and convincing chemis-
try. On this front, Firth and Tucci 
delivered incredibly well, with 
chemistry that felt natural and 
intimate (no doubt in part due 
to Firth and Tucci’s 20-year long 
friendship). Sam and Tusker’s 
good-natured bickering, quiet 
closeness, and organic familiarity 
all work to lay the groundwork of 

some of the film’s tensest scenes, 
where we’re enraptured by the 
simultaneously deepening and 
healing cracks in their relation-
ship. 

Another one of the film’s key 
strengths is its comfort with si-
lence, subtlety, and staying in 
the quieter spaces within its 
narrative. For instance, the film’s 
introduction of the characters 
feels refreshingly natural. Sam 
is introduced as a former con-
cert pianist during a conversa-
tion in a cosy camper van when 
Tusker remarks that he never 
plays “Salut d’Amour” by Ed-
ward Elgar for him anymore (his 
favorite piece). Subsequently, 
Tusker is introduced as a novel-
ist through a single shot of Sam 
reading his book, and a short 
conversation about his writing. 
More significantly, Tusker’s de-
mentia is never directly referred 
to by name, only alluded to. For 
instance, our introduction to his 
dementia occurs in an unassum-
ing moment when he wanders 
off during a grocery run. When 
Sam finds him walking alone on 
the side of a road with their dog, 
we’re situated inside the camper 
looking out the windshield with 
only the rumble of the engine for 
company, no longer privy to their 
conversation. When Sam leads 
Tusker back to the car, we feel as 
if something’s changed, but we’re 
never given specifics, almost as 
if the film were physically guid-

ing us to realise what is import-
ant and what isn’t. This subtlety 
makes it so that the film doesn’t 
feel flashy, cheaply dramatic, and 
most importantly, builds trust be-
tween the viewer and the film. 

For those craving a more in-
your-face and adventurous sto-
ry, “Supernova” may feel slow, 
or even boring. There are long, 
beautiful (and perhaps indul-
gent) shots of rolling hills and 
gleaming waters, and the film’s 
relaxed amble pace may feel daw-
dling. It’s definitely not strikingly 
original or avante garde, but has 
a true heartfelt and gentle emo-
tional core. If you’re in the mood 
for something more subdued but 
still familiar, moving, and fulfill-
ing, “Supernova” is certainly an 
excellent choice. In the backseat 
of Sam and Tusker’s beige and 
white striped camper van, “Su-
pernova” will take you along for 
a moving, sincere, and touching 
journey. And although we’re not 
assured with a happy ending, 
“Supernova” challenges our need 
for one in the first place, asking: 
can it really be a tragedy, if you’re 
with the one you love? With stun-
ning performances, an intimate 
atmosphere, and a subtlety that 
allows us to slow down with the 
characters where it hurts, “Su-
pernova” is a film to catch. 

“Supernova” receives 4/5 stars 
for its unassuming story, but in-
credible performances and subtle 
atmosphere. 

Movie Review: ‘Supernova’ Is Subtle and Unassuming—In All the Best Ways

DORIAN WANG

ERIN KIM/THE PHILLIPIAN

The upbeat tune of “An-
other Day of Sun” from “La 
La Land” welcomed the 
Dance Open 2021’s first vir-
tual performance, setting a 
cheerful tone for the rest of 
the show. Choreographed by 
Dori Rosenstrauch ’23, the 
performance depicted typi-
cal quarantine routines, such 
as sleeping, reading, and even 
walking around in circles. 

“Most of it is actually clips 
from people walking around 
the house or doing things in 
quarantine because I put the 
spin on it where it’s another 
day of quarantine instead of 
another day of sun… I start-
ed meeting with my dancers 
creating small pieces of cho-

reography and teaching it to 
them,” said Rosenstrauch. 

To open the show, direc-
tors Lexi Tucci ’22 and Lesley 
Tan ’22, expressed gratitude 
for their cast and fellow cho-
reographers. Tucci stressed 
her goal to convey a theme of 
optimism and joy throughout 
the various dances. 

“Having fun through-
out the process is definitely 
something that we wanted to 
keep, because being virtual 
can be very isolating at times 
and we wanted to ensure that 
the Dance Open family did 
have this support system that 
they can depend on…We have 
so many high energy danc-
es, and we have so many new 
creations of mixing of types 
of choreography and mixing 
of music, that I think that it’s 
going to keep everyone on 

their toes,” said Tucci. 
Dance Open featured a 

wide variety of dance groups, 
including SLAM, Fusion, 
JVNE, Blue Strut, Footnotes, 
Footsteps, and Hypnotiq, in 
addition to solo performanc-
es. Myranda Lu ’23, a mem-
ber of Footsteps, Footnotes, 
Blue Strut, and Hypnotiq ex-
pressed excitement for the di-
verse dance styles. 

“It’s really amazing to see 
all the different styles espe-
cially because where I grew 
up... it was mainly just like 
normal jazz, tap, contempo-
rary, and stuff like that. [See-
ing] everyone doing different 
dances like [Chinese, Indian, 
or Korean dances is] fun to 
see, because I did one of the 
Indian dances, [which] I’ve 
never done before, and, hon-
estly, it was a lot of fun to do,” 

said Lu. 
In addition to online ed-

iting and choreographing, 
some dancers focused on 
matching their music to their 
specific dance style, allowing 
for more creative storytell-
ing and general performance. 
For example, Max Guan ’22, a 
performer this past weekend, 
enjoys freestyling as opposed 
to pre-choreographed dance 
movements. 

Guan said, “As the music 
eventually reaches its so-
called climax or peak, it’s a 
bit more of me dancing in the 
snow for a while, and then 
also doing a bit more of lock-
ing… [which is] another dance 
style where you fling your 
arms around a bit more. So, 
there’s a bit more movement 
to try to create a parallel en-
ergy level to the music itself.”

Throughout Dance Open, 
audience members, includ-
ing fellow dancers, used the 
chat function to support the 
soloists and group perform-
ers. Some dancers, including 
Nnenna Okorie ’22, found en-
couragement from these com-
ments and appreciated the 
supportive environment.

“For every performance, I 
dropped a comment because 
all the dancers were so good. 
I was in awe… I think, for the 
people who I don’t know as 
well—who I don’t have per-
sonal connections with—I 
wasn’t expecting to see so 
much support in the chat, but 
I really appreciated it. [For] 
my friends, I just loved hyp-
ing them up, and we always 
do that,” said Okorie. 

‘Diverse, Exciting, and Innovative,’ Virtual Dance Open 2021 
Emphasizes Optimism as Principal Theme

SARAH HASSANEIN &
HOPE NARDONE

AMARA NEAL/THE PHILLIPIAN
“Day 286” (photograph)
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