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This is the first issue of The 
Phillipian, vol. CXLIV. Fol-
lowing The Phillipian’s board 
turnover last week, all previ-
ous Senior Editors, Managers, 
and Upper Management of vol. 
CXLIII have officially left the 
Newsroom. 

During the tenure of vol. 
CXLIII, the board adapted to 
the ongoing Covid-19 pandem-
ic and focused on continuing 
the paper remotely. CXLIII 
transitioned to a weekly email 
newsletter, improved the web-
site, increased social media 
coverage, ran the State of the 
Academy remotely, and print-
ed paper copies of the Com-
mencement issue which were 
sent across the globe to the 
Class of 2021.

Former Editor-in-Chief 
Zaina Qamar ’21 reflected on 
the abnormal year for The Phil-
lipian. According to Qamar, 
leading the paper through a 
pandemic was one of the most 
challenging endeavors of her 
life. However, her passion, re-
sponsibility, and love for the 
paper helped her overcome 
those barriers and continue 
running The Phillipian remote-
ly.

“I think our biggest accom-
plishment was just making sure 
that The Phillipian survived the 
year, because the paper is real-
ly rooted in campus and rooted 
in the physical newsroom, and 
all the interaction that you get 
when you’re with other peo-
ple… there were a lot of late 
nights, a lot of nights with no 
sleep, all that sort of thing, but 
in the end, we thought it was 
our responsibility to see the 
paper lift through the year,” 
said Qamar.

Qamar hopes that the new 
board takes a step back and fo-
cuses on giving stability to The 
Phillipian. While they contin-
ue to face obstacles posed by 
the pandemic, Qamar believes 
in the capabilities of the new 
board and hopes for their fur-
ther unity.

“Even when it gets really, 

really hard, you just have to 
rely on each other, and sup-
port each other; be united. And 
ultimately, I think the key to 
success is to stay united, and 
to really focus on the basics of 
the paper, which is the written 
content,” said Qamar.

Current Editor-in-Chief 
and former Sports Associate 
Jay Aziabor ’22 shares a similar 
sentiment with Qamar. During 
his tenure, Aziabor hopes to 
restore the sense of communi-
ty among The Phillipian board 
in general. 

“The Phillipian has been a 
community, and I’ve experi-
enced that personally: com-
ing into the Sports section 
as a Lower, I felt this sense 
of warmth and love from my 
editors, whom I appreciate 
so much. I want to give that 
back—to associates, to editors, 
to my fellow members of UM—
and I want to establish that 
sense of camaraderie and ap-
preciation,” said Aziabor.

Aziabor also wishes for the 
paper to increasingly support 
marginalized groups within 
and without of the Newsroom. 
Aziabor believes that The Phil-
lipian has an obligation to rep-
resent and be reflective of the 
wide variety of people in the 
Andover community.

“My ambitions to improve 
the paper’s diversity stretch 
beyond the people who are in 
The Phillipian. Another one of 
my goals is to ensure that the 
paper accurately represents 
people of color and marginal-
ized parts of the Andover com-
munity, particularly those who 
we have misrepresented in the 
past,” said Aziabor.

Laura Ospina ’22, Execu-
tive Editor and former News 
Associate, agrees with Aziabor 
that the new board’s biggest 
priorities include making The 
Phillipian a more accepting 
space and widening the range 
of voices the paper publishes. 
She hopes that acknowledging 
past mistakes, among other 
measures, will help transform 
the paper into a more inclusive 
platform.

“Personally, one of the 
things I want to try working on 
is going through our archives 
and taking responsibility [for] 
or at least acknowledging the 
harmful things that The Phil-
lipian has published in the past 
and really thinking critically 
about that,” said Ospina.

Ospina also plans to focus 
on keeping the paper alive re-
motely and possibly even tran-
sitioning to an in-person set-
ting in the Spring Term. Ospina 

believes that the new board is 
united under common values, 
and she looks forward to the 
future potential of the commu-
nity.

This sense of community, 
according to former Execu-
tive Editor Zach Moynihan 
’21, was what allowed the CX-
LIII board to create content 
despite such uncertain times. 
While staying united during 
the pandemic remained a diffi-
cult task, Moynihan expresses 
gratitude for the efforts of the 
past board. 

“It was really impressive to 
me that we were able to band 
together even under these in-
credible circumstances and 
continue to create good work. 
I look back on that time and 
wonder how we did it because 
there were so many things we 
had to reconsider—we basical-
ly had to reimagine not just the 
content we were creating, but 
the way we were creating it. 
And the fact that we were able 
to do that is really a testament 
to the dedication of our staff. 
And I’m so thankful for the 
work they did during that time 
and even after,” said Moynihan.

Throughout her tenure, for-
mer Managing Editor Megan 
Vaz ’21 has worked on bringing 
diversity into the newsroom, 

and hopes for the new board to 
continue promoting equitable 
recruiting and justice in jour-
nalism.

“I’m really excited to see 
what they do in pushing for di-
versifying our content to better 
suit the needs of students. And 
also bringing equitable recruit-
ing to the paper and bringing 
more marginalized people on 
campus into The Phillipian, 
where they have traditionally 
been excluded,” said Vaz.

Managing Editor and for-
mer Copy Associate Christine 
Michael ’22 sees Vaz as an in-
spiration and is looking for-
ward to following her footsteps 
of working towards diversity. 
Michael, who personally has 
vision issues that started in 
the Winter Term of her Junior 
year, hopes to use her platform 
to make The Phillipian a more 
accessible and equitable news-
paper for those with disabili-
ties.

“I really want to use this 
position of Managing Editor 
on Upper Management to help 
fight against the stigma for 
disabilities and impairments 
on campus, because I know 
that it’s really hard honestly, 
to have a disability on campus 
and to deal with that. So I want 
to let students with impair-
ments know that they really 
can pursue their passions to 
the same degree as any other 
student can,” said Michael.

Kiera Suh ’22, a former 
Sports Associate, will succeed 
Shira Wolpowitz ’21 as Exec-
utive Digital Editor. With the 
increase of The Phillipian’s dig-
ital presence throughout the 
pandemic, Suh has established 
specific goals, especially in the 
Live section. 

“I think what I really want 
to see happen with Live is re-
fining the scripts and refining 
the film quality so that we can 
get really cohesive work that’s 
not just repeating what’s being 
put out in print, that is sort of 
like a supplement to what’s on 

ERIN KIM

Rebecca M. Sykes Wellness 
Center staff, athletic trainers, 
and public safety officers at 
Andover have received one 
of the two approved Covid-19 
vaccines from Pfizer/BioN-
Tech or Moderna, according 
to Medical Director Dr. Amy 
Patel. Patel is currently work-
ing on ensuring Andover fac-
ulty and staff receive vacci-
nations when eligible and is 
hopeful that students will be 
able to receive the vaccine in 
the spring, though she notes 
that each state in the U.S. has 
a different vaccine rollout 
plan.

“Lawrence General Hos-
pital has run numerous com-
munity clinics, and access to 
vaccines for eligible individ-
uals continues to expand… 
We are working on ensuring 
access to vaccines once [An-
dover] employees are eligible. 
I am hopeful that [Andover] 
employees will have access to 
Covid-19 vaccines by late win-
ter. Student access in Massa-
chusetts will be later, hopeful-
ly in the spring,” wrote Patel 
in an email to The Phillipian.

While the Andover com-
munity awaits access to the 
vaccine, the administration 
has constructed an extensive 
testing plan for the month of 
February while only mem-
bers of the Senior Class are 
on campus, with staff and stu-
dents required to get tested 
twice a week. 

In the state of Massachu-
setts, the vaccine rollout is 
split into three phases. The 
first phase primarily concerns 
frontline first responders and 
healthcare workers, which 
includes much of the staff 
working at the Wellness Cen-

ter, according to Patel. The 
second phase pertains to peo-
ple over the age of 75, those 
with underlying health condi-
tions, and essential workers. 
It also includes employees in 
K-12 schools, which applies to 
Andover faculty and teaching 
staff. Finally, the third phase 
will allow the general pub-
lic to receive the vaccine, ac-
cording to the Government of 
Massachusetts’s website. 

Currently, Massachusetts 
is moving into Phase 2 of the 
vaccination rollout, which 
began on Monday, February 
1. According to Patel, many
Andover staff eligible during
Phase 1 have opted to take the
Covid-19 vaccine.

“Vaccination efforts pri-
or to this time have included 
Phase 1 individuals, which 
include health professionals 
and first responders. Mem-
bers of the Rebecca M. Sykes 
Wellness Center team, athlet-
ic trainers, and public safety 
officers have been eligible for 
the vaccine, and many have 
been vaccinated with at least 
their first (of a two-dose se-
ries) of one of the two cur-
rently available Covid-19 vac-
cines,” wrote Patel.

Both available Covid-19 
vaccines are based on mRNA 
technology, and they have 
been administered to Ando-
ver staff at the Lawrence Gen-
eral Hospital. The hospital 
has been giving vaccines to 
health care workers residing 
in Essex County, Mass. and 
the city of Lawrence. The vac-
cine was first delivered to the 
Lawrence General Hospital 
on December 15, according to 
“The Eagle-Tribune.”

Andover Staff Begin
Receiving Covid-19 Vaccine

ANANYA MADDURI

After working at Andover 
for over 21 years since she was 
21 years old, Vivien Mallick, 
Director of Admissions Oper-
ations, will be leaving for The 
Bishop’s School in San Diego, 
Calif., following the 2020-2021 
school year. According to Bish-
op’s website, Mallick will join 
the institution as the Director 
of Admissions in the summer 
of 2021. Mallick described how 
she will use the experience she 
accumulated at Andover for her 
new position.

“I just have learned so much 
over the last 21-and-a-half years 
about education, admissions 
work, independent schools, 
boarding schools, kids, teenag-
ers, and about parenting. When I 
started, I was only 21, and, since 
then, I have had two kids of 
my own. So, watching students 
and families move through this 
school has informed a lot of my 
parenting as well. But I also feel 
that it is important to take a risk 
and get out of my comfort zone, 
which is advice that I often give 
to students,” said Ms. Mallick.

According to Mallick, her 
reason behind departing Ando-
ver revolved around her ambi-
tion to try something new and 
gain a new perspective from a 
different working environment. 
To Mallick, Bishop’s serves as 
an excellent opportunity to em-
brace change, as the institution 
has a similar emphasis on the 
core values that Andover pos-
sesses. 

“One of the reasons that I 
accepted the job was because 
the core values at the Bishop’s 
School aligned really well with 
Andover’s. My new school has 
a strong commitment to equity, 
justice, compassion, and service 

to others. When I was learning 
more about the school, it felt a 
lot like what Andover truly val-
ues. It made me more comfort-
able accepting the position be-
cause a lot of the values are the 
same,” said Mallick.

According to Kennedy 
Ndiaye ’22, a student in Mal-
lick’s advising group and dorm, 
Bancroft House, she was sad-
dened to hear the news of Mal-
lick’s departure from Andover. 
Ndiaye believes that Mallick’s 
presence is irreplaceable within 
the dorm and the @AndoverAd-
missions Instagram account. 
She recounted the impact Mal-
lick had on her experience at 
Andover. 

“Ms. Mallick is one of the 
most welcoming people I know, 
and that meant the world to me 
as I came to [Andover] as a new 
Lower. She is a second mom to 
me at school and I adore her 
family. She is not only the adult 
I come to with my problems, but 
also the first person I run to with 
any good news,” wrote Ndiaye in 
an email to The Phillipian.

Although Mallick is looking 
forward to her career at Bish-
op’s, she noted that she will 
bring memories of Andover tra-

ditions and working with the 
Shuman Admission team with 
her to her new position. Accord-
ing to Mallick, there are aspects 
of the Andover community that 
she will miss after her depar-
ture.

“I love all of the Andover tra-
ditions. The Blue Keys scream-
ing on the corner in September 
and all of the Andover/Exeter 
matches. My favorite memories 
are watching kids graduate ev-
ery June; I cry every year… My 
favorite memories are working 
with Team Shuman and getting 
into heated arguments with my 
admissions colleagues around 
our conference room table 
when trying to decide [who we 
should ultimately admit]. They 
are heated but fun discussions 
about who should be admitted 
to this school. Team Shuman is 
awesome,” said Mallick.

She continued, “I will miss 
a ton of things. I will miss my 
advisees, I have some Upper 
advisees who are the best. I will 
miss my friends among the fac-
ulty and staff. I will miss my kids 
running about this campus with 
all the other faculty kids. It’s 
been a really wonderful commu-
nity to be a part of.” 

The Upper Management of CXLIII spent four weeks in the Newsroom in Morse Hall.

ASHLEY AGYEMAN & 
MAX GUAN

After 20 Issues and Pandemic, CXLIII Leaves Virtual Newsroom

COURTESY OF UM CXLIII

Continued on A4, Column 1

Goodbye @AndoverAdmissions: 
Vivien Mallick to Leave Andover After 21 Years 

Vivien Mallick welcomes new students for the 2019-2020 school year. 
COURTESY OF VIVIEN MALLICK
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In the last few days, financial 
markets have watched with 
bated breath as users of the 

Reddit forum r/WallStreetBets 
engaged in a self-declared war 
against Wall Street. GameStop, 
a chronically underperforming 
video-game company which 
saw its stock stagnate between 
$4 and $6 a share for much of 
2020 and whose valuation fell 
by over 90 percent in the last 
five years, suddenly found itself 
a Fortune 500 company worth 
over $23 billion. The sudden 
increase was a stunning display 
of stock market volatility and 
the inability of the free market 
to accurately regulate company 
worth. This stock surge comes 
after multiple investment firms 
shorted the company for more 
than 140 percent of its float. 
While mainstream media have 
decried retail investors for en-
gaging in price manipulation 
and collusion, the counter-
establishment have pointed 
out the hypocrisy by explain-
ing how professional investors 
participate in similarly under-
handed dealings. Although 
the tale certainly makes for a 
satisfying underdog story, it is 
hardly as punitive of financial 
investors as some may expect. 
In exchange for transferring 
wealth from the hands of one 
investment firm to another, all 
the Reddit users have gained is 
a sense of schadenfreude and 
some financial risk. 

Short-selling occurs when 
investors decide that the 
price of a stock—or, if an 
analogy helps, let’s say the 

Neil Shen is an Upper from 
Vancouver, Canada Contact the 
author at fshen22@andover.
edu.

NEIL SHEN

Stopping GameStop
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price of gold—will fall in the 
near future. By borrowing 
some gold, selling it at the 
current market price, and 
then waiting for the price to 
fall, they can repurchase the 
gold once prices have fallen 
for a lower price and make a 
profit by returning the gold. 
However, when Reddit users 
realized that the short was 
happening, they decided to 
execute a short squeeze—in 
the context of our analogy, 
collectively purchasing gold 
so as to increase their price 
and force the investment 
firms to buy the gold back at 
a higher price than they sold 
it for. In this instance, this 
strategy has worked spec-
tacularly; the ongoing price 
surge has cost investment 
firms like Citron Research 
and Melvin Capital losses of 
over 100 percent.

In response, many on Red-
dit have extolled the suc-
cessful short squeeze as a 
victory against the capitalist 
elite. I, for one, do not agree. 
Over 75 percent of the stock 
is held by the top ten hold-
ers, meaning that the short 
squeeze ultimately does 
little more than facilitate 
a redistribution of wealth 
from the extremely wealthy 
to another group of the ex-
tremely wealthy. Although 
retail investors have come 
out of the skirmish feeling 
like the victors, the market 
volatility they are generat-
ing also poses an opportu-
nity for larger investment 
firms. While some compa-
nies on Wall Street may have 
come off with a loss, others 
have profited from the sud-
den increase in trading vol-
ume. Take, for instance, the 
investment firm BlackRock: 
the 13.2 percent stake it ac-
quired last December for 
$174 million has suddenly 
ballooned to $3.1 billion, 
which is hardly anyone’s 
idea of a decisive victory 
against the Wall Street elite. 
Moreover, the price of the 
stock is likely to fall even-

tually, given that the price 
never broke above $20 a 
share in 2020. Once inves-
tors start to turn their in-
terests elsewhere, they will 
sell their shares and subse-
quently prompt others to do 
the same. When that hap-
pens, trading algorithms will 
allow larger investors to pull 
out early and leave retail in-
vestors to suffer the losses. 

The capital reserves and 
trading algorithms invest-
ment firms have to fall back 
on make them much less 
likely to fail on the stock 
market. Even after sustain-
ing a loss of more than 53 
percent on its assets, Mel-
vin Capital received a cash 
injection of $2.75 billion 
this Monday. By contrast, 
the average amateur inves-
tor who may have bought 
GameStop shares on margin 
(by borrowing from bro-
kerages) would likely have 
pulled out long before then. 
Ultimately, the parties retail 
investors are trying to pun-
ish are the very same ones 
that are running the system. 
Firms like Citadel Securi-
ties, LLC, a hedge fund com-
pany partly responsible for 
bailing out Melvin Capital, 
rely on high-frequency trad-
ing for much of their rev-
enue. Because all brokerages 
charge a commission fee for 
stock market transactions, 
they are the true winners of 
this misguided attack on in-
vestment firms. Should the 
members of r/WallStreet-
Bets really wish to prevent 
Wall Street from making yet 
more money off of their mis-
guided enthusiasm, perhaps 
they should have buried the 
money in their backyards in-
stead.
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While the Russian 
people are usually 
quiet in the face of 

dictatorial oppression, politi-
cal activist Alexei Navalny has 
spurred a break in the silence. 
He is the man behind many of 
the protests against President 
Putin’s regime, earning him a 
target on his back. As a long-
standing critic of the Krem-
lin and a Russian opposition 
leader, Navalny was arrested in 
Moscow a few weeks ago after 
deboarding a flight back home 
from Germany where he had 
just finished recovering from 
an allegedly government-coor-

The Lost Art of Pleasure Reading 

Jaeho Lee is a Junior from  
Rexford, New York. Contact the 
author at jlee24@andover.edu

JAEHO LEE

Navalny at the Speed of Light

COURTESY OF JAEHO  L
EE

This widespread 
dissemination of 

information would have 
been unimaginable just 
a few decades ago, but 
now it is commonplace.

Elizabeth Chou/THE PHILLIPIAN

ARIANA VELASQUEZ

COURTESY OF ARIANA VELASQ
U
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I wasn’t supposed to bring 
“The Magic Treehouse” 
to  school, but first-grade 

Ariana thought that was a rule 
worth bending. As I sat down 
on the bus each day, I would 
pull the half-inch novel from its 
nook between my bright green 
folder and canvas lunch box and 
press my nose close enough to 
smell the crisp pages. Then, for 
the next 15 minutes, I was not 
on a bus on the way to school. I 
was in Ancient Rome or Pompei 

or Camelot, riding a camel or a 
horse and buggy with Jack and 
Annie on their latest adventure.

In my third year attending An-
dover, it has become clear that 
I’m not the only one who spent 

their childhood this way. At a 
highly competitive boarding 
school where students come from 
“every quarter,” perhaps the one 
thing we share is an early love 
of learning. And whether it was 
Jack and Annie or Harry Potter 
or Percy Jackson, for many of us 
that love also came with an insa-
tiable desire to read. It’s not out 
of the ordinary for the mention 
of a childhood book in conversa-
tion to cause a group of Andover 
students to erupt in a chorus of 
“I loved that series!” or “Oh, I 
forgot about that one!” The way 
that these books unite us re-

function of stories: connection.
In the most basic sense, stories 

connect by providing a common 
ground. Even among people 
from entirely different walks of 
life, characters, plot, and setting 
provide a common language that 
is accessible to all. There’s a 
reason that asking your favorite 
book or movie is a common ice 
breaker: our different reactions 
to plot twists, favorite protago-
nists, and most despised villains 

say a lot about who we are. Be-
yond being handy get-to-know-
you materials, though, stories 
lay the groundwork for profound 
empathy. Stories give us access 
to the minds and hearts of people 

both remarkably similar and un-
fathomably different from our-
selves.   

As much as reading can be 
a path to self-discovery, books 
also offer an incredible oppor-
tunity to see the world through 
another person’s eyes. For in-
stance, I only began to grasp 
the complex impacts of drug 
addiction after reading David 
Sheff’s Beautiful Boy.  Being 
inside someone’s head for 300 
pages can offer access to the 
thoughts and feelings behind 

our world’s many struggles.
Unfortunately, as we grow 

older and busier, our time to ex-
plore these stories dwindles. We 
become so focused on our own 
stories, our own achievement 

and lives, that we no longer have 
time for others’— especially 
at Andover. Reading becomes 
something for English class and 
nothing more. I wasn’t quite sure 
when that change had happened, 
but at some point between those 
bus rides and English 200, I 
stopped being a reader. And, it 
seemed many of my peers were 
in the same boat. No matter how 
much my friends and I loved 
books, we arrived at an unspo-
ken conclusion that outside of 
what was explicitly required of 
us in class, reading was prob-
ably a waste of time. Perhaps 
this says something about the 
achievement-centric culture of 
Andover, or perhaps it’s a natu-
ral product of aging and the 
high school experience. Either 
way, the loss of pleasure read-
ers in a population of previous-
ly voracious story-consumers 
is a profound one. 

Keeping this in mind, I be-
lieve Andover has a responsibil-
ity to ensure that students have 
the space and time to explore 
stories on their own. That we, 
as students, actually select the 
titles is crucial. While the Eng-
lish curriculum at Andover may 
be strong, the incredible breadth 
of unique stories available in the 
world ensures that the stories we 
study in class are not necessarily 
the stories that we want or need. 
And, while exposure to books 
that we may not like has its own 
merit, there is also something to 
be said for having the opportu-
nity to read intentionally. Stu-
dents deserve to make informed 
decisions about which stories 

they should (or would like to) 
access. Additionally, by choos-
ing the stories that we want to 

to understand others through, 
we create a space where we are 

-
cally without the background 
pressure of grades and school. 
We keep our love of stories. 

Pleasure reading also offers 
the possibility of going beyond 
genres generally considered 
to be “academic.”  

A student struggling with their 

themselves in the words of a ro-
mance novel. Someone inclined 
towards STEM may take com-
fort in the absurdity of a YA sci-

just like their more “respect-
able” counterparts, maintain the 
potential to build empathy. They 

Ariana Velasquez is a three-
year  Upper from Cherry Hill, 
N.J. Contact the author at 
avelasquez22@andover.edu.

dinated poisoning attempt. One 
might ask, why is his jailing so 
significant among all the others 
who have been silenced? Does it 
merit an article at all?

Yes, it does. Navalny’s famil-
iarity with technology distin-
guishes him from past Russian 
political prisoners and has en-
abled him to continue spreading 
his message among the Russian 
public, even while incarcerated. 
This distinction will allow Na-
valny’s movement to continue 
to gain traction regardless of 
his freedom, and highlights the 
power of technology in com-
bating political corruption and 
motivating the public to enact 
change. Whereas previous po-
litical prisoners were simply 
cut off from the outside world, 
Navalny has made his most sig-
nificant impact so far while be-
hind bars—he sparked protests 
en masse without being present 
in person—even amidst raids of 
his supporters’ offices. Accord-
ing to B.B.C, the Moscow police 
are “struggling to find space in 
jail” for those arrested during 
protests for Navalny’s freedom. 

Although he was unable to 
gather with supporters in per-
son, Navalny’s wake up call to 
see the flaws in the country’s 

system still successfully roused 
many Russians, especially tech 
savvy young adults, to take ac-
tion.

Even personal websites, 
though they may seem to have 
little impact, are a useful tool 
for activists to change the status 
quo. Navalny is not a politician 
by profession; he started as a 
blogger and still runs his own 
personal website. Having been 
excluded entirely from media 
discourse, he once ran for the 
position of Moscow’s mayor 
solely through the internet and 
word of mouth and managed to 
win a whopping 27 percent of 

As much as reading 
can be a path to self-
discovery, books also 
offer an incredible 

opportunity to see the 
world through another 

person’s eyes.

We become so focused 
on our own stories, our 
own achievement and 

lvies, that we no longer 
have time for others’-- 
especially at Andover. 

Reading becomes 
something for English 

class and nothing more. 

Whether or not these 
kinds of books belong in 
an academic curriculum 
is another conversation, 
but they are indisputably 

necessary.

can also function as outlets for 
escapism-- a merit that becomes 
especially important during 
the overwhelming moments of 
boarding school life. Whether 
or not these kinds of books be-
long in an academic curriculum 
is another conversation, but 
they are indisputably neces-
sary.  

Regardless of whether we 
choose informal novels or cold, 
hard autobiography, pleasure 
reading on the whole is neces-
sary. So, if it means taking half 
a day of English class to read 
what we want, or replacing the 
occasional All-School Meeting, 
Andover must make the space. 
We don’t have morning bus 
rides anymore. But I refuse to 
believe that means we can’t still 
have time for Jack and Annie. 

the vote. Navalny has also con-
sistently posted political videos 
on YouTube, garnering over 
a billion views total and more 

than six million subscribers. 
Soon after he was arrested, his 
closest supporters released his 
magnum opus, a documentary 
that goes into depth about the 
corruption taking place in Rus-
sia’s government. He exposed 
Putin’s lavish palace, which was 
built while the Russian poor 
were forced to live without 
their basic needs fulfilled. In the 
space of a few weeks, it received 
100 million views. This wide-
spread dissemination of infor-
mation would have been un-
imaginable just a few decades 
ago, but now it is commonplace.

From his prison cell in 
Matrosskaya Tishina, Navalny 
continues to make an impact. 
Incredibly, he has continued to 
post on his blog regularly, and 
recently published a transcript 
of the court session that led to 
his detention, as well as a moti-
vational letter that encourages 
just 2 percent of the 100 million 
viewers of his documentary to 
go out and protest on the streets. 
Navalny’s closest supporters 
have organized mass protests in 
support of his freedom through 
this blog as well; clearly Naval-
ny’s absence has not crushed his 
movement. To put the incred-
ible impact of technology on his 

ability to disseminate informa-
tion in perspective, his online 

to type with, it doesn’t 
matter where he is or 

what circumstances he 
endures; his voice will 

be heard.

presence is the modern equiva-
lent of a political prisoner in the 
1980s writing and successfully 
sending 100 million letters si-
multaneously. 

Though he has now received 
a jail sentence of more than two 
and a half years, it is clear that 
Navalny’s movement will con-
tinue. As long as he has fingers 
to type with, it doesn’t matter 
where he is or what circum-
stances he endures; his voice 
will be heard.
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53 Years Later: Dr. Nathan Wright Jr. on Black Power and Unity

As the United States cele-
brates the accomplishments of 
Black-Americans during Black 
History Month, The Phillipian 
aims to revisit Andover’s histo-
ry with Black scholars and public 
figures, as well as Black Ando-
ver students, by publishing select 
works from our archives. Howev-
er, The Phillipian recognizes that 
this is just the start of recounting 
the Black student experience in its 
totality, from celebrating Black ac-
complishments to acknowledging 
the deep-rooted presence of an-
ti-Black racism on campus. 

In January 1968, The Phillip-
ian conducted an interview with 
Dr. Nathan Wright Jr. on the topic 
of race relations and Black Power. 
Wright, a minister and scholar, 
was also a well-known advocate 
of racial pride and the social and 
economic empowerment of Afri-
can-Americans. In the summer 
before this interview, a group of 
policemen raided a welcome-home 
party held for two Vietnam War 
veterans at an illegal after-hours 
drinking club. With the pre-ex-
isting tensions of unemployment, 
police brutality, and racial segre-
gation, this police raid, in which 82 
African-Americans were arrested, 
acted as the catalyst for the rise of 
racial tensions across the United 
States. In the following months, 
more than one hundred violent 

protests occurred in Atlanta, Bos-
ton, Cincinnati, Buffalo, Tampa, 
and other cities. These “civic dis-
orders” were considered as one 
of the underlying causes behind 
the emergence of the Black Power 
movement. Wright’s comments on 
riots, interracial unity, and Black 
pride continue to remain relevant 
and powerful in the current politi-
cal sphere.

Dr. Wright, what is your 
definition of Black Power?

My definition of Black Power 
is simply the capacity for Black 
people to be themselves. This 
means that people will express 
Black Power in different ways. A 
person who has a pacific, peaceful 
kind of disposition will express 
Black Power in a pacific or irenic 
way; a person who is belligerent 
or bellicose will express Black 
Power in ways that are aggressive.

What is the best way for 
Black people to attain Black 
Power?

The same way that all ethnic 
groups who have no more than 
a residual basis for power must 
do. That is through the implied 
power that comes through unity 
in their ethnic group numbers. 
Black people have been encour-
aged over their period of legal en-
slavement and their period of eco-
nomic enslavement to be divisive 
and disunited. Black people must 
overcome this feeling of divisive-
ness, and must develop a whole-
some sense of their own worth, 

integrity, and value.

How can the Black people 
instill pride and self-respect in 
themselves?

I think that it is a simple mat-
ter, if only Black people would do 
it. Black people have to clear the 
slate. Black people have a negative 
sense of their own identity. Black 
people feel that any kind of ethnic 
pride is something that is alien to 
the American tradition for Black 
people, and yet every other group 
in this nation has many, many de-
vices for this. Tactically, we feel 
that the nation’s survival depends 
upon Black people developing 
some kind of sense of power and 
some semblance of pride.

How do last summer’s ri-
ots tie in with the Black Power 
movement?

The term “riot” is your term. 
Those were civic disorders. The 
rioting was done against Black 
people and simply was a surfac-
ing of looting and violence against 
Black people which has been go-
ing on in this country ever since 
the Black people have been here. 
This was simply rebellion. The 
overt rioting in terms of massa-
cre was done by the public, by the 
state police in Newark, and the 
National Guard. They were the 
ones who did the violence to hu-
man life.

Just how far has the Black 
man progressed in the past 20 
years?

There is no such thing as prog-
ress. The economic gap has re-
mained the same over the years. 
To even use or suggest a term as 
progress is absolutely not justi-
fied. I cannot see this in some of 
the major civil rights organiza-
tions. I cannot see this in the fed-
eral government. I think this is a 
travesty.

The effective place of Black 
people is worsening. Yet people 
point out with pride that Black 
people are in positions they nev-
er were before. Certainly, because 
the economy is growing and 
because the blue-collar trades, 
particularly in the agricultural 
pursuits, are diminishing, and the 
white-collar pursuits are grow-
ing, we are having many new 
jobs of greater prestige on top of 
the white-collar jobs. There have 
been new prestigious jobs that 
have opened with our expanding 
economy on top of them. So a lot 
of our white-collar jobs have sim-
ply dropped down to where Black 
people are. Black people have not 
risen to them. 

Do you see any hope for in-
tegration and do you want inte-
gration?

Social goals should always be 
expressed in terms of ends and 
not means. Integration of people 
is not a justifiable social end. If 
integration takes place, it should 
take place to give people free-
dom to offer new experiences to 
people. Whatever your goal is, it 
should be expressed.

We have always had effective 
integration in this country be-
tween the Germans and the Jews, 
between the English and the 
Irish, but never as an end in itself. 
It was always a means towards an 
end. Integration implies the delib-
erate mixing-up of people. This is 
not our purpose. The term inte-
gration is a very unfortunate term 
which is expressive of a growing 
manipulative mindset in the na-
tion’s life.

The other day a Black stu-
dent at Andover told me that 
his friend back home said he 
was “selling out” to white soci-
ety by attending a white prep-
school. Do you think that this 
reflects jealousy or a sincere 
belief on his part?

I think it reflects a sincere be-
lief. In part it may be true, and in 
part it may not be true. All of us 
have to sell out every day of our 
life to some extent, but what you 
should do is be mindful of where 
you are selling and make sure that 
you only sell out in those areas 
where you feel that it is strategi-
cally necessary for you to. There is 
no way for anybody to not be part 
of the society or the system which 
is represented by the society of 
which they are part. And we be-
long to a racist society that has a 
racist system.

Editor’s Note: This interview 
has been edited and condensed for 
clarity.

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention, there are close to 27 million confirmed Covid-19 
cases and 438,035 Covid-related deaths in the U.S., the 
highest worldwide as of February 1 at 4:00 p.m. EST.

Economy
According to the Congressional Budget Office (C.B.O.), 
the U.S.’s gross domestic product (G.D.P.) is expected 
to grow 3.7 percent in the fourth quarter of 2021 and 
another 2.4 percent in 2022. The C.B.O. estimated the un-
employment rate would fall to 5.3 percent by the end of 
2021, compared to that of 6.8 percent in 2020, but would 
not reach the pre-pandemic rate until 2024. 

Opposition
The Los Angeles Dodgers stadium, one of the largest 
Covid-19 vaccination sites in the country, temporarily 
shut down on January 30 after the protest of about 50 
anti-vaxxers took place. Protestors put up signs reading 
“Covid=SCAM,” “END THE LOCKDOWN,” and “Take 
off your mask,” attempting to dissuade people from 
receiving vaccination treatments. The event frustrated 
hundreds of motorists waiting in line, especially for those 
who took weeks to book an appointment. There were no 
physical violence or arrests. Additionally, Austria experi-
enced riots in its capital, Vienna, throughout the past few 
days and banned planned protests by the far-right Free-
dom Party. Regardless, approximately 5,000 protesters, 
including some neo-Nazis, showed up to express their 
anger towards social restrictions and mask-wearing poli-
cies. The police arrested ten protesters, and four officers 

were injured during the altercation.

Politics
The Biden administration encountered difficulties 
finding the location of 20 million vaccine doses that had 
been distributed to states as of January 31, which inspired 
a new relief proposal from the Republican party. Ten 
Republican senators unveiled a $600 billion Covid-19 
relief package to counter President Joe Biden’s unprece-
dented $1.9 trillion plan on January 31. The counterpro-
posal includes $160 billion for vaccination development, 
distribution, testing, and direct payments for families in 
need of economic assistance. President Biden conducted 
a meeting with the senators on February 1, which includ-
ed talks on whether to revise and compromise the relief 
package in hopes of winning votes from both political 
parties or to continue with his current plan with only the 
support of the Democratic party. 

Health
The rapid development of Covid-19 vaccines is racing to 
outrun the spreading of the viral variants. As of January 
31, the U.S. had averaged more than 1.3 million adminis-
tered doses over the past week. President Biden suggest-
ed that the nation would soon reach around 1.5 million 
doses a day. However, according to Dr. Peter Hotez, a 
vaccine scientist and pediatrician at Baylor College of 
Medicine, Covid-19 variants remain the primary chal-
lenge to minimize the pandemic’s continued growth. 

Community
Indiana reported more than 1,800 additional cases in 
schools across the state on February 1 alone. According 
to the State Department of Health update, Indiana now 
has a total of 36,808 statewide cases since the start of the 
school year. In Queens, N.Y., Saint Francis Preparatory 
School suspended its in-person classes until February 
8 after having 18 new cases in January. K-12 schools in 
Alabama experienced an increase of 264 new statewide 
cases last week, according to an update from the Ala-
bama Department of Public Health. The state announces 
that it will allow teachers and elders over the age of 65 to 
receive vaccination treatments starting February 8. 

Massachusetts Covid-19 Updates
As of February 1, there are 57,920 new confirmed 
Covid-19 cases over the past few weeks in Massachusetts, 
bringing the total to 524,025, according to the state’s 
Department of Public Health and Worldometers. Mas-
sachusetts has the 16th most confirmed cases by state in 
the U.S., with California, Texas, and Florida remaining as 
the top three states. According to Governor Charlie Baker 
on January 26, Phase 2 of vaccine distribution begins on 
February 1 in Massachusetts, meaning that residents over 
the age of 75 are allowed to make vaccination appoint-
ments. The state opened its second mass vaccination site 
at Fenway Park and is expected to vaccinate around 500 
people per day. In Andover, Mass., there are 113 active 
cases, 2020 cumulative cases, and 110 reported deaths, as 
of February 1.

COVID-19 IN BRIEF REPORTING BY MAX GUAN 

CXLIV Plans to Focus on Inclusivity and Diversity During Tenure

the website and a supplement 
to what we’re putting on the 
PDF. And sort of going back to 
the basics and bringing what 
we do well, which is good writ-
ing and high quality interviews 
and bringing that back into 
Live,” said Suh.

Melissa Damasceno ’22, a 
former Graphic Design Asso-
ciate, will fill the role of Man-
aging Digital Editor, which was 
previously held by Stephanie 
Yang ’21. Damasceno high-
lighted the role of The Phillip-
ian’s digital platform as a way 
for many students to feel a con-
nection to campus, and hopes 
to redevelop the social media 
pages and potentially build an 

app to improve reading experi-
ence of the paper.

“Being able to read stories, 
being able to connect with peo-
ple through the medium of sto-
rytelling is so essential to my 
experience as someone who 
isn’t as close to Andover and 
its community. So being able 
to expand our digital reach and 
making sure that as many peo-
ple can engage with The Phil-
lipian is something that we’re 
going to really prioritize,” said 
Damasceno.

Echoing Damasceno’s 
thoughts, former Chief Finan-
cial Officer Henrique Chamon 
’21 believes that emphasizing 
the digital presence of The 
Phillipian through weekly 
newsletters and website posts 
was key to keeping the paper 
running throughout the pan-

demic.
“We did our best to repli-

cate what it felt like to work 
on the paper within the news-
room, and obviously that is 
pretty much impossible. But 
I think the main goal was just 
trying to be communicative 
and putting an extra effort to 
reach out to people. That was 
the biggest thing that we did to 
try and keep the paper stable,” 
said Chamon.

Celeste Robinson ’22, Chief 
Financial Officer and former 
Business Associate, looks up 
to Chamon for his hard work 
throughout the pandemic. 

“Keeping the paper alive 
through a really uncertain 
year, especially when a lot of 
businesses that we work with 
were having trouble, you can 
imagine how that sorely affects 

our department. I think we 
did a really good job managing 
everything despite that situa-
tion,” said Robinson.

Former Managing Editor 
Emily Huang ’21 recalls grat-
ifying moments of working 
with The Phillipian defined by 
the board’s teamwork: pub-
lishing CXLIII’s first issue as 
a new board and later, the first 
issue in quarantine. 

Huang said, “At the core of 
the paper, being able to put 
out an issue every week with-
out fail, it was a really big val-
idation point. Because we’ve 
watched it happen with pre-
vious boards every week, and 
we kind of just took that work 
for granted. So when it was 
our turn, you know, it was a 
little daunting. But then when 
we were able to actually do it, 

it was really cool and inspira-
tional.”

Jane Park ’22, Managing Ed-
itor and former Commentary 
Associate, has immense trust 
in the new board to keep the 
paper running. She highlighted 
that the new board has grown 
together while working for the 
paper throughout the pandem-
ic and has so much pride and 
faith in the team.

Park said, “I know that I 
can do the responsibilities 
and jobs that I carry because 
I know that a board like them 
is supporting me—we’ve really 
grown, especially with these 
times of uncertainty, like I’m 
very proud of this collective 
us. I think we’ve really been 
the class to just face it all, and 
I’m so glad to represent such 
amazing and bright people.” 

Continued  from A1, Column 5

STAFF REPORT

Andover, Mass. received 18 inches of snow on Monday and Tuesday, according to NBC Boston. Above, Bancroft Hall. COURTESY OF KHIEM DOBA
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your mom and i are getting a divorce

“We can tell you’re 
not frozen, the fan is 

still moving.”

“The LED lights do 
change colors. Thanks 

for noticing!”

We’ve all 
heard of Jackson 
Mahomes, the 
dancer, internet 
personality, and 
brother-extraor-
dinaire of Pat-
rick Mahomes. 
However, there 
are a few other 
relatives of Su-
per Bowl stars 
who may not be 
getting the cred-
it they deserve. 
So, with the big 
game this week-
end, we decided 
to find and high-
light the best Su-
perbowl family 
members. 

 First, there’s 
Kyler Brady, 
Tom Brady’s sec-
ond cousin. This 
full-time D.J. 
(also known as 
Jake from Hype 
FX) has lived in 
Massachusetts 
his whole life 
and was crushed 
when Tom 
moved down to 
Florida. When 
he isn’t DJing 
Blue and Silver, 
you might find 
him practicing 

his clay-mation 
in his garage 
workshop. He 
asked Andover 
to let him host a 
clay-mation club 
in said garage, 
but they said he 
was “too creepy 
to take children 
to his house.”

But don’t for-
get about Dun-
can Kelce. We’ve 
all seen Travis 
Kelce’s Insta-
gram, @killatrav. 
While some may 
be thrown by the 
handle, Duncan, 
Travis’ uncle, is 
the real killer, 
and is also, co-
incidentally, an 
Andover alum. 
Filled with Big 
Blue Spirit, Dun-
can was recently 
sentenced to 45 
years in federal 
prison after sev-
eral accidental 
deaths in the 
A.F.C. champi-
onship game, 
the result of a ri-
diculous touch-
down celebra-
tion involving 
barbeque sauce, 

a crossbow, and 
the Chiefs’ mas-
cot.

Even less ap-
preciated is Rob 
Gronkowski’s 
l i t t l e - k n ow n
youngest broth-
er, Joey Gron-
kowski. Joey
is currently a
full-time fitness
trainer and influ-
encer. You may
know his brother 
as “Gronk,” but
he took the sec-
ond half of the
name “Owski.”
He was recently
fired from An-
dover for for-
getting to spot a
noodle-armed

freshman who 
unsuccessful-
ly attempted 
to bench press 
285. He moved
down to Tampa
with Rob and
has been help-
ing him to stay
in shape. While
Joey has played
a major role in
keeping Rob 
away from the
famous Florida
fatty foods, the
strip clubs have
been more of a
problem.

Hon or ab l e 
mentions:

Inmy Butker: 
The father of 
Chief ’s star kick-

er Harrison But-
ker. He is proud 
to have main-
tained the family 
name, no mat-
ter how many 
laughs it gets at 
the D.M.V. 

The Week-
day: This Week-
nd look-alike is 
actually a real 
person, and hap-
pens to be the 
Weeknd’s broth-
er, Dave. Unfor-
tunately, the job 
has taken many 
difficult turns, as 
Dave mistaken-
ly replicated his 
brother’s may-
be-faked plastic 
surgery. 

Who Watches This Stuff Anyway?

NED THORNTON

Superbowl Insider: Your Favorite 
Players From Your Favorite Football 

Teams’... Siblings

 Andover Is Brokener ThAn You ThoughT
By Nicholas Liu

This week, Andover’s Own CMKDad pub-
lished a rather revealing exposé to extreme-
ly credible site, College Confidential, about 
some of Andover’s dirty laundry. Mr. Dad 
disclosed information about bribes, murder, 
and the Board of Trustees! However, what 
“Andover is Broken” leaves out are a few 
vital aspects of Andover that quite unfortu-
nately, are broken.

The most commonly experienced problem 
on the list is the abnormally high usage of 
Zoom breakout rooms. Teachers either think 
a three-problem worksheet takes 45 min-
utes, or don’t want to teach us. Students 
have come up with a unique solution to 
this problem: waiting out the room clos-

ing timer so your teacher thinks that you’re 
still having an engaged discussion. Others, 
however, have lost hope. Many experience 
a peer awkwardly trying to break the ice 
with a “So, anyone seen ‘Queen’s Gambit?’” 
followed by a portriat gallery of expression-
less faces and silenced microphones. Pro-
spective parents beware, your children are 
being subjected to excruciatingly awkward 
breakout rooms every single day. 

Another one of the trash bags making 
up the garbage fire that is Andover is Dr. 
Kington’s distance. He descends on his “sub-
jects” in a hat, gloves, a scarf, and a mask, 
like Darth Vader. What are you hiding under 
there, Dr. Kington? This dystopian image of 

a leader is described as a source of ex-
istential anguish for many. You’re walking 
from Covid-19 testing to pick up lunch at 
Commons, when a spectacled man in layers 
upon layers of winter attire graces you with 
his presence. You don’t recognize him, as 
those L.L. Bean ear muffs are very common. 
He waits for you to greet him, but you don’t. 
He looks at you one last time and walks 
away. Next thing you know, you’re kicked 
out for a violation of “academic integrity.” 

“Andover is Broken” may be a Flex Seal 
coating away from being unbroken, but I, 
CMKSon, will never forget this brokenness. 
Ever.

ADVERTISEMENT:
Fresh, Unique News Source For 

Phillips Academy
Recently, the Upper Management of  The Phillipian and I decid-
ed it would be best if  I did not join (it was a mutual decision, 
and I actually decided for myself  I did not want to be a part of  
UM). This was a blessing. Now, I can create my own paper, one 
that is fresh and new. I have founded The Fillipian. The Fillipian 
is a new start to serious journalism at Phillips Academy, one 
where the people on UM really deserve their spots and aren’t 
just pretty and rich, (reminder: it was a totally mutual decision 
made between me and UM; I actually rescinded my applica-
tion). The Fillipian will stimulate the minds of  the student body 
with its very unique content. We will be cutting any semblance 
of  News or Arts because, ew, nerds. Our new “Ninth Page” 
will be a hilarious comedy section of  the newspaper, with 
hilarious stuff  like “Overhead on the Roads” or “Month’s Top 
Newslines.” There isn’t going to be a boring, outdated, and 
run-of-the-mill sports section; instead, there will be a new 
dynamic section called “Athletic News.” Another new addition 
is the gossip column, with tips such as “Senior Couple Strug-
gling to Stay Together After One Member Pledged to a School; 
That is SO Not The Other’s Vibe” and “The Fluid in That Covid 
Test Tube is NOT Spit.” Xoxo Gossip Gunga. As a student 
body, we can now say goodbye to the boring, repetitive nature 
of  The Phillipian, and say hello to a new, inventive, and never 
seen before work of  art, The Fillipian.

By Mary Lord

After pouring my blood, sweat, and many, many tears into the Eighth Page for years, I 
was finally awarded the chance to join the prestigious editing team last week. I apparent-
ly fit perfectly into the role of being “our last option,” and I’m very proud that the prior 
team recognized my talents in this area. Now, a little bit about me. I’ve been a baller from 
the womb, and it’s only been uphill from there. I can order anything from the menu at 
an Italian restaurant with little to no mispronunciations. I made it all the way through In-
terstellar and sort of knew what was happening. And as for my satirical skills? My mom 
thinks I’m funny, and that’s more than enough. Love, John Callme Anytime 

• Perk Sees Decline in Business as Day Students
Don’t Exist To Obey Their Paul Revere Overlords

• Due To the Positive Response To Three Day
Weeks, Classes Will be Held on Weekends

• Sykes Counselors Flooded by Anxious Andover
Administrators, Miserable Following Andover Par-
ents’ Constant Cyberbullying

• Lower Who Insists His Room Smells Fine Obvi-
ously Has Covid-19

• Studies Show That Doing Your Homework Inhib-
its Your Ability To Be a “Hot Girl”

• Senior No Longer Able To Afford Den Cookies as
Her Parents’ Hedge Fund Now Belongs To Reddit
Trolls

• Student Who Didn’t Point Out Axe Murderer
Behind Teacher During Zoom Meeting Is Facing
Serious Prison Time

OVERHEARD 
ON ZOOM 

“Yeah, he’s hot, but 
what about his 401k?”“No, if we were on campus, I 

definitely would have been on 
varsity.”

“If I see the crockpot one more time on the counter this 
week, I’m running away.”

The Week’s Top Headlines
The Oldest, Least-Cared About Preparatory High School Newspaper Since 1857.
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Co-Captain Summer Seward 
’21 is the starting power 
forward on the team.

SHAHINDA BAHNASY/THE PHIL-
LIPIAN

Summer Seward ’21 started 
playing basketball in the sec-
ond grade with the encourage-
ment of her family and friends. 
After growing interested in 
the sport, Seward joined her 
school team in middle school 
as well as many other club 
teams. She carried her excite-
ment for the sport all the way 
to Andover Girls Basketball 
by being the “designated hype 
woman” and a pivotal player, 
according to Hope Nardone 
’23. Nardone continued that 
Seward is a positive role mod-
el for the team.

“Even when [Summer] 
wasn’t a captain, I think she 
was always considered one of 
the team’s leaders. She has a 
really contagious energy… I 
would say she leads through 
her positivity, honesty, and 
dedication,” said Nardone.

Who is your inspiration 
when it comes to basket-
ball?

It’s always been my team-
mates [or] whoever I’m on 
the floor with. I love being on 

the floor with people I trust 
and people I love. I’m play-
ing for them [and] I’m going 
to play to get better for them.

What is your favorite 
position to play? Why?

I love to play the forward, 
which is the power forward. I 
like to be inside in the paint; I 
like to get quick easy layups; 
I like to get rebounds and 
have my teammates get quick 
easy layups. I think that’s the 
best part of the game.

What is your favorite as-
pect of basketball?

I think my favorite aspect 
of basketball is the energy. If 
I’m on the bench, I’m giving 
all my energy. I leave every 
game with no voice because 
I’m screaming so loud. If I’m 
on the court, I love the ener-
gy I get from my teammates, 
I love the trash talk, I love 
the energy from the crowd, I 
love getting hype. That’s the 
best part of the game in my 
opinion.

What is your favorite 
memory from being on the 
team?

There’s definitely good 
moments on the court and 
definitely some good mo-
ments off the court as well. 
Some of my favorite on-court 
memories was when we 
played [Phillips Exeter Acad-
emy.] My season got cut short 
last season, but at the begin-
ning of the season we played 
Exeter in a [winter] tourna-
ment, that was a really good 
game. We had new [Juniors] 
who really came to play the 
whole tournament and it was 
a great time. We got to see all 
the [Juniors] step into their 
element and we really blend-
ed as a team. That was really 
awesome.

What is your favorite 
basketball team? Your fa-
vorite player?

My favorite team has al-
ways been the [Duke Blue 
Devils basketball team at 
Duke University]. Mostly 
because my parents went to 
North Carolina and their ri-
val was Duke, so from a young 
age I was a huge Duke fan 
just to make my parents mad. 
They’re a beast of a team so I 
love them. My favorite player 

is probably Jayson Tatum. He 
plays for the Boston Celtics 
and I’m a Boston person.

How are you and the 
team staying connected on-
line?

We’re doing some sched-
uled Zooms weekly, trying to 
check in with each other. It’s 
hard to get into the gym [and] 
it’s hard to keep in shape. So 
we’re just making sure that 
everybody is mentally there, 

mentally okay because I 
know a lot of us use basket-
ball as an outlet, whether it’s 
from school or home life.
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In the absence of a Senior 
season, Niya Harris ’21 has 
worked to connect Girls Bas-
ketball and improve overall 
chemistry while off campus. 
Harris is from Atlanta, Geor-
gia and has been playing bas-
ketball since the fifth grade. 
Beginning her career at An-
dover on the Junior Varsity 
team, Harris is proud to be 
co-captain in her final year. 
According to Alanna Olsen 
’23, Harris supports every 
player on the team and cre-
ates a lively energy that push-
es the team to improve. 

“Niya is always super en-
couraging and always has in-
sightful advice to give. When 
she is not on the court, she 
is cheering for the team, and 
when she is on the court, she 
is giving advice to others and 
being really helpful at all 
times,” Olsen said.

How did you get started 
with basketball and what 
is your background in the 
sport?

I started because my old-
er brother was playing and I 
just really wanted to do what 
he was doing. I loved it. It has 
always been a way for me to 
make friends and have fun. I 
stuck with it and obviously, 
carried it into high school. 
Basketball was just such a big 
part of my life and I remem-
ber when I was on JV, every 
weekend, I would go to the 
gym in the mornings and play 
for hours.

What do you love most 
about playing basketball?

The chemistry I have with 
my teammates [is what I love 
most about playing basket-
ball]. I love making a big play 
or a great pass and working 
with my teammates. When 
one of us does something 
good, it is one of the best 
feelings.

What makes basketball 
at Andover special?

We see each other all the 
time. I see my teammates in 
the dorm, and even for those 
who are Day students, I see 
them in [Paresky Commons]. 
We have team dinners during 
the season and outside of the 
season, I see them in [Pares-
ky], I go to their games either 
because I want to go root for 
them or I just happen to be 
there. I am in classes with 
some of them. It is just being 
so connected with my team-
mates is what makes Ando-
ver great.

What has been your fa-
vorite basketball memory 
at Andover?

One [memory] is outside 
of playing basketball where 
we went over to one of my 
teammates’ house and we did 
a Secret Santa around Christ-
mas. We went around and got 
our gifts and that whole day 
was amazing. We ate dinner 
together and we were play-
ing ping-pong downstairs 
in their basement. We were 
just hanging out and it was 
really cool to just bond with 
the team and it was one of 
the many things that I will 
never forget. Another mem-
ory during the season was 
when we played a team that 
was huge and we weren’t 
big. They were a good team 
too and had some good 

players, but we worked real-
ly hard and ended up beating 
them and I don’t think any-
one expected us to based off 
of how we looked. I remem-
ber we beat them and they 
were so mad, but I will never 
forget how loud and excited 
the bench was because that 
was really what pushed us to 
win that game.

What are your goals as a 
co-captain?

I think my goals as a cap-
tain are to foster a good en-
vironment on the team and 
chemistry among the team, 
making a habit of cheering on 
teammates and clapping for 
them during practices and 
outside of practices. [Anoth-
er one of my targets is] stay-
ing connected with the team 
and hyping them up when 
they have their own events. 
That’s one of our goals to 

create that chemistry and an-
other one that Summer, my 
co-captain, and I had was to 
be open and honest on what 
we can improve on skill-wise 
because that was something 
we were lacking previous-
ly. We wanted to normalize 
those conversations because 
a lot of people might feel un-
comfortable like you are crit-
icizing them, but when you 
normalize them you create 
an environment that makes 
us better.

What is your favorite 
team tradition?

I think my favorite team 
tradition is team dinners 
because it’s really fun after 
a hard practice to go to din-
ner together to laugh, bond 
and have fun. It’s definitely 
one of my favorite traditions 
even though it is small, but it 
makes me happy, especially 

in the winter when it is dark 
and it makes everything feel 
happier, positive, and more 
exciting.

How are you trying to 
connect your team despite 
being off campus?

Right now, we are doing 
meetings every Wednesday 
to connect and see how [ev-
eryone] is doing, and do dif-
ferent things like watching 
women’s college games or 
[Women’s National Basket-
ball Association] games or 
watching movies to connect. 
We are focusing on staying 
connected by sending drills 
as an option to do at your 
house and [staying] connect-
ed to those who are playing 
[Amateur Athletic Union] 
as well. Just texting in the 
group chat, sending some-
thing funny, or shouting out 
people in the group chat.

CHARLIE FERGUSON

Co-Captain Niya Harris ’21 Focuses on Strengthening Team 
Chemistry and Staying Engaged Remotely

GIRLSBASKETBALL

MONISHA KATHIKA

Co-Captain Summer Seward ’21 Leads Girls Basketball
With Her “Contagious Energy”

In moments like 
these I wish I were 

more creative.

COURTESY OF NIYA HARRIS

Co-Captain Niya Harris ’21 has played on the team since her Lower year. She also has competed on Andover 
Girls Track & Field and Andover Girls Cross Country.

Co-Captain Summer Seward ’21 has been a member of Andover Girls Basketball since her Junior year.

COURTESY OF ANDOVER ATHLETICS
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On January 13, ESPN re-
porter Adrian Wojnarowski 
tweeted, “Brooklyn [is] ac-
quiring James Harden in a 
three-way deal with [the] 
Cleveland [Cavaliers]. Caris 
LeVert, Dante Exum, Rodi-
ons Kurucs, four 1st round 
picks – including the Cavs’ 
2022 first via [the Milwau-
kee] Bucks — and 4 Nets 
pick swaps to [the Houston] 
Rockets. Jarrett Allen, Tau-
rean Prince to Cavs.”

This trade shook the en-
tire NBA, and many people 
immediately assumed that 
the Brooklyn Nets acquiring 
the one-time Most Valuable 
Player had made the team 
the favorite to come out of 
the Eastern Conference and 
earn a place in the NBA Fi-
nals. While on paper, the 
Nets having Kyrie Irving 
who is averaging 27 points 
per game this season, Kev-
in Durant who is averaging 
30 points a game, and James 
Harden who is averaging 24 
points per game may make 
it seem like they are unbeat-
able, the situation is much 
more complicated than that. 

On the day of the trade, 
the Nets’ record stood at 7-6, 
and the team was in sixth 
place in the Eastern Confer-
ence. Considering how good 
the team was expected to be 
after adding Irving and Du-
rant who, combined, have 16 

all-star game appearances 
and have both won NBA ti-
tles, this was quite an under-
whelming start to the season.

Nets’ general manager 
Sean Marks knew a change 
had to be made if the team 
was going to be a champion-
ship-contender in the 2021 
NBA season, and he certainly 
made one. By trading away 
Jarrett Allen and Taurean 
Prince to the Cavs, as well 
as Caris Levert (later traded 
to the Indiana Pacers), Rodi-
on Kurucs, three first-round 
draft picks (2022, 2024, and 
2026), and four first-round 
swap picks (2021, 2023, 
2025, and 2027) to the Hous-
ton Rockets, the Nets made a 
trade that will end up affect-
ing them for the next seven 
years. Not only did the Nets 
practically give up their en-
tire bench in Allen, Prince, 
and Levert, but the team has 
also traded away its future by 
giving away up to seven years 
worth of draft picks.

I believe that giving up 
three players who have had 
very promising starts to their 
seasons (Allen, Prince, and 
Levert) all for James Hard-
en is ridiculous. While there 
is no doubt that Harden is 
one of the league’s best play-
ers—having eight all-star 
game appearances and being 
named the league’s best play-
er in the 2017-2018 NBA sea-
son— it is very difficult to tell 
whether or not he will be able 
to gel with Irving and Du-
rant. While James Harden’s 
stats have hovered around 
an incredible 35 points per 
game, his turnover stats have 
been abysmal. By averaging 
just under five turnovers per 
game in the past two sea-
sons, Harden demonstrates 
that he is not taking care of 
the ball and that there is a 
lack of chemistry between 
himself and his teammates. 
With Irving averaging over 
two turnovers per game, and 
Durant over three per game, 
the Nets’ new big three alone 
is averaging around ten turn-
overs per game. If the Nets 
are to win more games, tak-
ing care of the ball is some-

thing that Head Coach Steve 
Nash is going to have to pay 
very close attention to. 

Even if the big three are 
able to complement each 
other on the court and take 
care of the basketball, the 
Nets have completely lost 
their depth and will likely 
struggle to find points from 
others. With Allen, Prince, 
and Levert, the Nets could 
score and defend without 
Irving and Durant on the 
court. Allen is averaging ten 
points, 11 rebounds, and over 
one block a game, Prince is 
averaging eight points and 
is a decent 3-point shooter 
(35.1 percent), and Levert is 
averaging 18 points and six 
assists per game this season. 
These are all players that the 
Nets could rely on during the 
game—deciding possessions, 
whereas now the team must 
rely on its three superstars 
alone to carry them to an 
NBA championship. 

Since adding James Hard-
en to the team, the Nets’ of-
fensive stats have been in-
credible, yet their defense 
has been their Achilles’ heel. 

The Nets’ offensive efficien-
cy rating (points scored per 
100 possessions) since ac-
quiring Harden leads the en-
tire NBA at 122.6. While scor-
ing has proved to be no issue 
for the Nets, the team has 
been losing games due to its 
poor defense. Since Harden’s 
arrival in Brooklyn, the Nets’ 
defensive efficiency rating 
(points allowed per 100 pos-
sessions) sits at rock-bottom 
in the NBA at 119.9. 

This past Sunday, the 
Nets lost to the Washington 
Wizards, the team with the 
worst record in the league. 
To no surprise, the game 
was high-scoring, and the 
Nets had a 146-141 lead with 
13 seconds remaining in the 
game. Having a two-posses-
sion lead, the Nets simply 
needed to run the clock out 
and make free throws. 

However, with ten sec-
onds left, Wizards shooting 
guard Bradley Beal connect-
ed on a 3-point shot cutting 
the Nets lead to two. With 
Durant inbounding the ball, 
there was a miscommunica-
tion between him and fellow 

Nets player Joe Harris, and 
the Nets ended up turning 
the ball over, allowing Rus-
sell Westbrook to sink the 
game-leading 3-point shot 
for the Wizards. The Nets 
eventually lost the game 146-
149. The Nets’ frequent turn-
overs and lack of defense
are aspects of their play that
they cannot afford in play-
off games. Without fixes to
these issues, I do not see the
team getting very far.

Overall, I think the Nets 
transitioned from an Eastern 
Conference contender to a 
team that will lack consis-
tency throughout the rest of 
the season. Whether it is an 
injury, or sickness, if one of 
the Nets’ big three is unable 
to play, the Nets will find it 
very difficult to win. Only 
the future will tell if this 
trade was worth it, but for 
now, I am deeming the James 
Harden trade as a mistake by 
Sean Marks. 

James Harden to the Nets, but Was It Worth It?

TRISTAN MARNOTO

SPORTSOPINION

COURT ESY OF T RISTAN MARNOTO

Originally from Manches-
ter, England, Luke Gordos 
PG’21 was recruited for An-
dover Boys Basketball for the 
2020-2021 season as a point 
guard. Since playing basket-
ball was a key factor in his de-
cision to pursue a postgradu-
ate year at Andover, Gordos, 
like many other postgraduate 
athletes, has struggled to ad-
just to a Winter Season with 
no interscholastic athletic 
competition.

Despite being unable to 
play competitively, however, 
Gordos has still found ways 

to become engaged and in-
volved in the Andover com-
munity. 

Gordos said, “Obvious-
ly it sucks, because I came 
here to play basketball… but 
it still has been fun. The 
actual school year and the 
classes have still been good. 
And meeting new people has 
been a lot of fun as well. So it 
hasn’t been as bad as it could 
have been because Andover 
is a wonderful place.”

During the fall, Andover 
Boys Basketball was allowed 
to practice and scrimmage 
within the team, and Gordos 
is grateful for the connec-
tions and memories that he 
formed with his teammates. 

He said, “I really enjoyed 
being able to train on cam-
pus while we were on cam-
pus… Luckily I got to meet 
[Co-Captain] Sam [Kumler 
’21], as he was on campus in 
the fall. I really like Sam and 
it seems like if we had a sea-
son he would have been a re-
ally good captain.”

Unable to travel home for 
the Winter Term, Gordos 
stayed with various local host 
families until he returned to 
campus this past week. Gor-
dos has found ways to con-
tinue training for the sport 
even through his different 
living situations. 

“Recently, I have been 
moving around with a lot 
of host families, so in some 
areas, it has been easier to 
train than in others. Access 
to courts in different areas 
has been different. Luckily 
where I am staying now, the 
Olsen’s, they have a nice little 
weight room downstairs so I 
have been using that quite 
often. I still have been lift-
ing and playing basketball as 
much as I can, but obviously 
not as much as I normally 
would,” said Gordos. 

While his athletic season 
has not panned out the way 
he initially hoped, Gordos 
doesn’t regret his decision to 
come to Andover.

“I like Andover even 
though I haven’t been able 
to experience it that much, 
which is the only downfall. 
But I do enjoy the people 
here and I enjoy Andover’s 
campus, so yes, personally 
I feel that it has been pretty 
fun here,” said Gordos. 

SPECIALFEATURE

ALANNA OLSEN
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ABBIE CHENG/THE PHILLIPIAN
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Wearing a black and gold 
adorned costume and a dark, 
ornate red tutu, Victoria Zhou 
’22 holds a tambourine and 
begins dancing to the sharp, 
staccato music of “La Es-
meralda”, a traditional 1844 
ballet. Controlling her move-
ments to match the music, 
Zhou displays the technique 
she has learned since she was 
two years old. 

Zhou’s friend and fellow 
Andover Dance Group (ADG) 
member Katherine Wang ’21 
describes Zhou’s movements 
as fluid and controlled, ob-
serving signs of Russian tech-
nique in her dancing. 

“I think she finds a nice 
balance, though, between a 
very strong technique foun-
dation, and I can really see 
that she is starting to build up 
artistry, especially when she 
starts breaking into more con-
temporary styles,” said Wang. 

Alexandra Koch-Liu ’22, 
Zhou’s friend and ADG mem-
ber, often practices and per-
forms with Zhou on campus. 
She admires the diversity in 

Zhou’s dancing styles—the 
technicality of her ballet 
training contrasting with flu-
idity of dancing hip hop with 
Hypnotiq. 

“[Zhou] pushes all of us 
and also acts as a role mod-

el, or someone we can look 
up to and strive to be like,” 
said Koch-Liu. “She’s a very 
versatile dancer, and no mat-
ter what style she does, she 
brings her own personality to 
it, especially when she does 

hip hop.”
By maintaining balance be-

tween ballet and hip hop, two 
relatively opposing styles of 
dance, Zhou utilizes both to 
improve her dancing. Addi-
tionally, since coming to An-

dover, Zhou shared that she 
has been able to explore other 
styles of dance. 

“I’ve been able to move—
not away from dance—but fo-
cus on other styles more. So 
like contemporary, and with-
in contemporary, or modern 
dance. I’ve been trying to find 
my style a bit more, since I’ve 
never had the time to impro-
vise or dance by myself at 
home, so that’s really nice,” 
said Zhou. 

Koch-Liu also emphasized 
the relationship between 
dance and school in Zhou’s 
life and how Zhou balances 
dance, friends, and school in 
a healthy way. She believes 
that Zhou translates the skills 
she learns from dance, such as 
work ethic and dedication, to 
her academic life. 

“[Ballet] teaches you disci-
pline. Having to hold a posi-
tion for a long time, it might 
hurt your arms or your legs, 
but it’s [the] idea of pushing 
through, so it can help you in 
other aspects of life… [Ballet] 
has helped me in that way, 
having these rules to help you 
improve… It also helps me 
with time management,” said 
Zhou. 

Vickie Zhou ’22 Utilizes Ballet Training to Find Balance in Dance and School

HOPE NARDONE 
& SIMI GANDHI

Nestled within “Il Giusti-
no,” Italian composer Antonio 
Vivaldi’s stunning 1724 opera, 
lies the stunning aria (a solo 
vocal piece, often found in op-
eras, cantatas, and oratorios 
and traditionally accompa-
nied by orchestral music) sung 
by the main character, Giusti-
no: “Vedrò con mio diletto,” 
or, “I will see with joy.” This 
aria has become quite famous 
and is frequently performed 
by renowned countertenors 
and contraltos. Although this 
aria plays an important role 
within the larger opera, it is 
independently notable as a 
perfect representation of Viv-
aldi’s genius; listening to the 
aria, we experience not only 
Vivaldi’s virtuosity but also 
his poeticism and tenderness. 

The lyrics to the aria read 
as follows:

Vedrò con mio diletto
(I will see with joy)

l’alma dell’alma mia
(the soul of my soul)

Il core del mio cor pien di 
contento.

(heart of my heart full of 
content.)

E se dal caro oggetto
(And if from my dear ob-

ject)

lungi convien che sia
(I be far away)

Sospirerò penando ogni 
momento.

(I’ll be sighing, suffering 
every moment.)

The aria opens with a ma-
jestic, steady accompaniment 
line. Traditionally executed 
by strings and a harpsichord, 
this accompaniment imme-
diately sets a minor tone for 
the piece. The minor tone it-
self is quite artful because it 
represents the bittersweet 
nature of the text: although 
contented, the soul suffers 
in its loneliness. The accom-
paniment is textbook Vivaldi, 
given its repetitive quick-note 
pattern driving the piece for-
ward and is also particular-
ly virtuosic. Its construction 
allows for space between the 
notes, bringing airiness, yet 
each note has an inherent 
shape and depth which over-
all creates a stunningly round, 
resonant line. 

After a concise, dulcet 
opening, the accompaniment 
silences and the vocalist en-
ters alone. This adds to the 
dramatic effect of the aria, 
since the accompaniment 

builds towards its introduc-
tion of the vocalist’s presence, 
who can then emotionally ut-
ter the first line: “I will see 
with joy.”

After this musical moment, 
the accompaniment re-en-
ters and with the accompani-
ment’s presence, the vocalist 
is positioned to freely express 
themself musically—or “ad 
lib.” In general, it is custom-
ary in baroque styles that the 
vocalist “ad libs” on occasion 
by adding in trills or passing 
tones. The function of these 
embellishments is to highlight 
the growing intensity within 
the piece. In this aria, Vivaldi 
provides countless opportu-
nities to “ad lib,” which allows 
for intimate, personalized 
renditions of the aria. We see 
major improvization oppor-
tunities on the words, “cor” 
(heart) in the first verse, as 
well as, “penando” (suffering) 
in the second verse, because 
these words span long phras-
es of connected notes, called 
melismas. Therefore, vocal-
ists can take advantage of 
the sumptuous, foundational 
accompaniment underneath 
these long strings of notes 
and personalize the written 
rhythms and note-patterns. 
Some professional vocalists 
sing these words simply and 
later embellish them to fa-
cilitate musical progression 
within their performance.

When we zoom out of these 
specific musical events, we 
can admire the meticulous 
architecture of the vocal line 
that creates the diverse beau-
ty within the piece. We can 
certainly accredit this to Vi-
valdi’s masterfulness, as dy-
namic expression in baroque 
contexts is manifested within 
the musical construction. Vi-
valdi’s artful construction of 
the vocal line in this aria also 
feeds into the piece’s lyrical 

nature. In the first repetition 
of the first verse, for exam-
ple, the construction of the 
vocal line allows for delica-
cy, as seen in the ascending 
note patterns and arching 
phrases. In the next, imme-
diate repetition of the first 
verse, however, the shapes of 
the vocal lines are downward 
and frowning, bringing forth 
a more ominous tone. We can 
compare corresponding por-
tions of each repetition of the 
first verse and observe how 
they structurally contribute 
to this atmospheric shift:

Repetition 1 of verse 1

Repetition 2 of verse 1

This portion of music is 
the candential ending to the 
first verse, as composed in 
both the first and second rep-
etitions of the first verse. The 
notes in the first repetition 
and the trill (tr) both con-
stantly rise upward, in fact, 
into a major key, at that! In 
the second repetition, how-
ever, the notes have a down-
ward momentum and the trill 
resolves downward into the 
initial minor key. Observing 
these differences is important 
and changes the listening ex-
perience. 

I highly recommend that 
you give “Vedrò con mio dil-
etto” a listen—the first time I 
listened to it, tears welled in 
my eyes. 

Of Motets and Minuets: A Look 
at Renaissance and Baroque Music

JASMINE MA

Arts&Leisure
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COURTESY OF VICTORIA ZHOU

“The Little Things” is a time 
capsule that may have been bet-
ter off staying buried. Original-
ly written as a book in 1993 by 
John Lee Hancock, “The Little 
Things” released its movie ad-
aptation on January 29, 2021, 
streaming on services such as 
HBO Max. The movie tells the 
story of haunted cop Joe ‘Deke’ 
Deacon (Denzel Washington) 
and LAPD hotshot Jimmy Bax-
ter (Rami Malek) as they desper-
ately pursue a serial killer and 
fixate on their prime suspect, 
Albert Sparma (Jared Leto). 
Chock full of cliches, “The Little 
Things” feels less like a magnet-
ic, gritty detective flick and more 
of a hastily-constructed time 
capsule---cobbled together from 
genre cliches and vague 90s aes-
thetics, lacking nuance and sub-
stance. Spoilers ahead.

Despite attempting to refresh 
beloved 90s thriller genre tropes, 
“The Little Things” falls under 
formulaic predictability. Many 
of its solid plot points lose their 
punch when combined with the 
film’s genre as a crime thriller. 
For instance, Deke and Jimmy’s 
set-up as foils (two characters 
who contrast and parallel each 
other) seems compelling at first, 
with Deke serving throughout 
the film as a reflection of what 
Jimmy could become. Howev-
er, as Jimmy descends further 
into obsession, and his and De-
ke’s commonalities are revealed, 
supposedly surprising reveals 
(such as Deke faking the dis-
covery of the red barrette) lose 
their power. In a nostalgic genre 
marked by often formulaic sto-
rytelling, using a few tropes to 
ground the viewer may not be 
a bad decision. However, when 
these tropes are used less to an-
chor the story and rather build 
the story itself, the film becomes 
predictable and uncreative, as is 
the case in “The Little Things.”

Another one of the film’s 
main issues is its love of aesthet-
ics with no substance to back it 
up, writing itself as a caricature 
of its own genre. There are long 
stretches of witty banter at stake-

out scenes, Hollywood-deep 
ponderings on the responsibil-
ities of detective work, and a 
procedural gloss CSI-viewers 
having likely been seen thou-
sands of times. Perhaps the most 
egregious instance of overus-
ing this “formula,” however, is 
seen in Jared Leto’s character: 
the creepy true-crime buff and 
prime suspect Sparma. Sparma, 
with his greasy black hair, dead 
eyes, and monotonous hollow-
ness, looks like the quintessential 
Hollywood killer. He is meant to 
come off as creepy, mysterious, 
and two steps ahead of the in-
vestigators but twice as opaque. 
But instead, with an exaggerated 
flat affect and stiff mannerisms, 
Leto’s over-acting combined 
with Sparma’s over-dramatic 
characterization molds him into 
some kind of campy thriller vil-
lain. He becomes a flash of col-
ors, sounds, and mannerisms 
that add up to nothing but an 
abstraction, the blurry amalga-
mation of what you’d get if you 
asked 100 strangers on the street 
what a serial killer looked like.

“The Little Things” leaves 
audiences with a muted sense 
of what the film wants to be: a 
satisfying throwback to the hey-
day of its genre, a strong return 
to something familiar, with a be-
guiling story beneath it all. But 
beyond its replication of an aes-
thetic long overdone, audience 
members are left with a dissatis-
fying narrative. However, despite 
its shortfalls, the film does have 
its moments. Denzel Washing-
ton’s performance as Joe Dea-
con grounds the audience and 
provides a steady point of view 
to digest the story through. The 
soundtrack, cinematography, 
and atmosphere all feel tonally 
in-keeping with what the film 
tries to accomplish, and hits the 
crime-procedural aesthetic right 
on the nail. As for all else, “The 
Little Things” is a star-studded 
let-down, too concerned with 
chasing its genre than creating 
a good story. Perhaps the film 
should have taken a page out of 
its own book and paid more at-
tention to the ‘little things’ in its 
own story. 

Movie Review: “The Little 
Things” is a Nostalgic, Albeit 
Mediocre, Return to the 90s
DORIAN WANG

ELIZABETH CHOU/THE  PHILLIPIAN

JANIE TOMPKINS/THE  PHILLIPIAN



B4 ARTS & LEISURE T h e  P h i l l i p i a n February 5, 2021

Arts&Leisure
MELINDA ZHANG/THE PHILLIPIAN

As the cheerful piano duet of 
Mozart’s “Eine Kleine Nacht-
musik, K. 525” slowly crescendos, 
videos of its performers, Rachel 
Bong ’23 and Carol Tieppo ’24, 
appear side-by-side on the screen. 
Bong and Tieppo are among the 
group of students who performed 
at the virtual student recital held 
on January 27. As the organizer 
of the recital, Holly Barnes, Di-
rector of Performance, uploaded 
the final recording onto the Music 
Department’s YouTube channel, 
“Music at Andover”. 

“[For this recital], students 
make recordings, send them to 
me, and we just string them to-
gether into a YouTube video and 
make it look very polished. [Our 
YouTube channel] is a really nice 
place because we don’t have a lot 
of live performances, so it’s a real-
ly great place for students to have 
a chance to be heard,” said Barnes. 

In the past, the Music Depart-
ment hosted multiple student 
recitals each term, allowing stu-
dents to perform pieces of their 
choice in front of a live audience 
in the Timken Room of Graves 
Hall. However, this tradition has 
shifted to a virtual setting, which 
has resulted in a loss of the lively 
atmosphere which usually sur-

rounds the performances, accord-
ing to Barnes. 

“For musicians, there’s the 
beauty of being able to create in 
the moment and feel the electrici-
ty of the room when you go in . Es-
pecially if you’re playing chamber 
music, that connection between 
one another in the moment, that 
spontaneity, it just can’t be creat-
ed unless you’re in person. That’s 
the compelling reason to perform, 
to have that spontaneity. It’s a 
hard thing to give up, and you re-
ally can’t recreate it online,” said 
Barnes. 

During Fall Term, the restrict-
ed rehearsal spaces for in-person 
chamber groups limited practice 
opportunities, and difficulties also 
arose when remote learners could 
not rehearse synchronously over 
Zoom. According to Bong, one 
of the benefits of the new virtual 
format is allowing for more op-
portunities and accessibility to 
performers. 

“I think one of the upsides is 
that people who usually have per-
formance anxiety can feel more 
comfortable signing up for this 
recital. The multi-take safety net 
enables them to shift their focus 
from avoiding mistakes to devot-
ing themselves entirely to the mu-
sic. I think this adds a new appeal 
to the student recital because it 
welcomes a wider range of per-

formers,” said Bong. 
For Carolina Weatherall ’21, 

who performed the piece “Trio 
Sonata in G Minor Op. 2 No. 6 
I. Andante,” the virtual setting
allowed her to share the perfor-
mance with family members in
different parts of the world, who
would not be able to usually at-
tend her recitals otherwise. Bong
also expressed that the virtual
recital can reach a more diverse
audience unhindered by distance
and time since the video will re-
main available on the YouTube

channel.
“I think at the end of the day, 

these student recitals have never 
been about musical perfection. 
They are opportunities for you to 
celebrate your growth as a musi-
cian and allow your loved ones to 
accompany you on that journey,” 
Bong wrote in an email to The 
Phillipian. 

Moving forward, the Music 
Department hopes to continue 
hosting recitals and concerts vir-
tually, potentially integrating hy-
brid watch parties and receptions. 

Barnes believes that in the long 
run, these virtual performances 
will allow the students to forge a 
deeper appreciation for produc-
ing music after such a long time 
away from synchronous playing. 

“Some of these things that 
we’re learning virtually, surpris-
ingly enough, I think we will be 
able to carry over into next year. 
We can use the [technological 
knowledge we gained] to expand 
what we do in person. That’s the 
takeaway,” said Barnes. 

the “Spontaneity” of Performing In-Person
JASMINE MA &
VERA ZHANG

COURTESY OF MUSIC AT ANDOVER

On a makeshift stage, a cos-
tumed figure periodically pours 
rice pudding onto Leo Deng ’21, 
who twists his body in accordance 
with the accompanying beats of 

a thumping rock tune. Produced 
in the Fall Term, the video of this 
absurdist artwork is Deng’s first 
piece of performance art, “Expen-
sive Humanity.”

“[This piece] served as a social 
criticism of materialism and con-
sumerism in a Western capitalist 

society, where I made fun of peo-
ple who drank expensive glass 
bottled water, critiquing why we 
need to buy such expensive water 
[and] value these very arbitrary 
things in an existential manner. 
The character that I was acting 
out was dancing and losing his 
rationality in the very loud blaring 
music in order to tell the audience 
that they have to wake up, in some 
sense,” said Deng.

Since his first still-life class in 
the third grade, Deng transformed 
his technical foundation into tools 
for abstract and conceptual art. 
Deng’s Lower year philosophy 
course, “Faith and Doubt,” ignited 
his interest in the subject. Delving 
deeper into the topic has enabled 
philosophical concepts, such as 
existentialism, to emerge as recur-
ring themes in his artwork.  

“The biggest passions of my life 
are art and philosophy, and I love 
combining them. Every piece of 
artwork I create starts with a con-
cept first, then the visuals. [They] 
each deal with different themes 
and issues, [and] most of the time, 
I address them more implicitly,” 

said Deng.
In the Fall Term, Deng creat-

ed an installation in his basement 
with a teddy bear hanging on a 
noose, with a mess of excerpts of 
fascist writing, random junk, and 
instruments scattered around. Ac-
cording to Deng, the project spoke 
to the danger of subjectivism.

“[I enjoy] portraying certain 
messages to people in very ex-
treme ways. I like creating very 
abstract and loud or eye-catching 
compositions that people don’t 
usually see. I want to surprise 
[and] shock people, make them 
think about political, cultural, or 
social constructs, norms, issues, or 
anything that impacts more peo-
ple than just me, and make them 
think about whatever I’m trying 
to discuss in a respective piece,” 
said Deng.

According to his friend, Harry 
Chanpaiboonrat ’21, Deng’s love 
for philosophy is evident in the 
complexity of his artwork. In con-
trast with artists who largely focus 
on artificial aesthetics, Chanpai-
boonrat noted that the underlying 
themes in Deng’s artwork push 

his viewers. 
“[Deng] is a philosophical art-

ist. He is not scared to disagree 
with people, to be controversial, 
and to [defy] the norms or the sta-
tus quo of what people think art 
should be. For him, art is limitless. 
That is really powerful, because 
it gives him the ability to convey 
what he wants in whichever way 
he wants,” said Chanpaiboorat.

This motto has already moti-
vated Deng to produce various 
pieces that pertain to this mindset 
in his portfolio. Immersed in this 
ultimate ideal balance of philos-
ophy and art, Deng will continue 
exploring the intersection by ap-
plying for an independent project 
in the Spring.

“I indulge in emotions or even 
just thoughts and feelings in ways 
that used to be very uncomfort-
able for me. I tried to embrace that 
discomfort as much as possible in 
order to make my art what it is… 
To me, art is not about the aesthet-
ic. It’s always about the idea. Art is 
just self-expression without any 
constraints,” said Deng.

Leo Deng ’21 Explores the Intersection Between Art and Philosophy

JASMINE MA

COURTESY OF LEO DENG
Son of Nigel- An apocalyptic landscape of a familiar world

10 Movies Turning 10 in 2021

With movies constantly being released in theaters and on various streaming services, it 
is sometimes hard to remember the films that were released ten years ago. Countless mov-
ies were released in 2011, some including the legendary final movie to the “Harry Potter” 
series, and the well known comedy film “Bridesmaids.” Once in a while, though, it’s nice to 
watch a throwback movie or experience an old movie for the very first time. Here are ten 
movies turning ten years old in 2021.

SARAH HASSANEIN

1. “Bridesmaids” (April 28, 2011)
“Bridesmaids” tells the story of five bridesmaids and one bride preparing for 

a wedding while faced with unimaginable situations. The hilarious cast consists 
of Kristen Wiig, Melissa McCarthy, Maya Rudolph, Rose Byrne, Wendi McLen-
don-Covey, and Ellie Kemper. The movie received dozens of awards and nomina-
tions from reputable award shows like the Golden Globe Awards and the Acade-
my Awards. This film will always be a must-watch comedy, even a decade later.

2. “Fast Five” (April 29, 2011)
“Fast Five” is just one of the many sequels in the “Fast and Furious” series. Star-

ring Vin Diesel, Paul Walker, Dwayne Johnson, Jordana Brewster, and Gal Gadot, 
the characters are on a mission to clear their name after questionable previous ac-
tions. The action series continued to produce four more movies after “Fast Five” 
and are hoping to release two more films to add to the series in upcoming years.

“Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows - Part 2” is the eighth and final movie 
of the iconic “Harry Potter” series. The film portrays the thrilling ending to the 
Hogwarts world and the final battle between Harry Potter and Voldemort. With 
a movie franchise beginning in 2001, this movie marks the end of a ten year-long 
journey and became one of the highest-grossing films to ever be released. These 
movies can be rewatched countless times and the “Harry Potter” series lives on 
to be a staple in many households.

3. “Harry Potter and the  Deathly Hallows - Part 2” (July 15,
2011)

Released in July of 2011, “Captain America: The First Avenger” is just one 
of the dozens of films from the Marvel realm and the first film of the “Captain 
America” trilogy. Set during World War II, the movie centers around Steve Rog-
ers, otherwise known as super soldier Captain America, as he fights against op-
posing forces in the army.

4. “Captain America: The First Avenger”  (July 19, 2011)

The thrilling film “Contagion” tells the story of the world facing an outbreak of 
an unknown virus which quickly turns into a global pandemic. Ironically, a decade 
after the movie was released, the world is in the midst of the Covid-19 pandemic. 
Nominated for various awards, “Contagion” has never been more timely than today. 

6. “Contagion” (September 9, 2011)

Released late in 2011, “The Descendants” attracted many awards, including 
winning “Best Motion Picture” at the Golden Globe Awards. Starring George Cloo-
ney, the movie follows a family as they navigate through a tricky situation when 
the mother gets in an unforeseen accident. The film received a total of three wins 
and ten nominations between the Golden Globe Awards and Academy Awards. 

7. “The Descendants”  (November 16, 2011)

“The Help” follows a young writer as she interviews and shares the stories of 
various Black women who worked for wealthy white families. Although the film 
is most famous for receiving many prestigious awards such as an Academy Award 
and a Golden Globe Award, its problematic white-savior narrative can add to dis-
cussions about diversity and storytelling in movie industries today. 

5. “The Help” (August 10, 2011)

“The Artist” is best known for taking home the desired prize of “Best Picture” 
at the 2012 Academy Awards and coming in second for the most nominations that 
year. Set in the 1920s and starring Jean Dujardin and Bérénice Bejo, this critical-
ly acclaimed film tells the love story of two actors — one a rising young actress 
and one an older silent film actor — in a black-and-white semi-silent film style.

8. “The Artist” (November 23, 2011)

Released at the end of 2011, “Hugo” made a splash in the movie industry. 
The film follows the charming story of an orphan boy on a journey to solve 
mysteries left to him by his father. This compelling movie earned 11 Acade-
my Award nominations, the most that year, and garnered five wins. The film 
also received one win and three nominations at the Golden Globe Awards.

9. “Hugo” (November 23, 2011)

“Mission: Impossible - Ghost Protocol” is the fourth movie of the Mission Impos-
sible series. Lead character Ethan Hunt, played by Tom Cruise, and his team, the 
Impossible Missions Force, are sent on a risky mission to stop a nuclear extremist 
with no resources or backup from the U.S. government. The film franchise started 
in 1996 and is looking to release two more action-packed films in the next two years.

10. “Mission: Impossible -  Ghost Protocol”
(December 15, 2011)

ERIN KIM JANIE TOMPKINS/THE  PHILLIPIAN
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