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Dance Open
Students incorporate personal 
experiences into themeless per-
formances during last weekend’s 
Dance Open shows.

A/E Previews
Learn more about the Boys and 
Girls Hockey and Basketball 
teams as they prepare for 
Andover/Exeter weekend. 

Flow Chart!
Happy Death.

Sports, B1Commentary, A2
Global Scope of COVID-19
Neil Shen ’22 urges readers to 
understand the global scope of the 
coronavirus pandemic.

The two remaining Co-Presiden-
tial pairs debated issues of gender 
and sexuality on Tuesday, February 
25. The debate was sponsored by 
the Brace Center for Gender Studies, 
which has been trying to organize 
a gender-centric co-presidential 
debate for over a year, according to 
Emma Slibeck ’20, a member of the 
Brace Student Board and co-moder-
ator of the debate. 

“Last year ,we tried to get [the 
debate] organized, but timing with 
Co-Presidents is always very compli-

cated because turnover is so quick… 
This is a wider conversation. It starts 
with everyone, but if there are peo-
ple at the top—the Co-Presidents—
talking about issues of gender and 
how we can change our culture 
to more of a consent, sex-positive 
culture, then that filters down. It’s 
actually really powerful. We want 
to set the precedent that these are 
conversations that are important, 
we should be having, and we need to 
have every day,” said Slibeck.

Alex Ashman ’22, another mem-
ber of the Brace Student Board, 
hopes to see future Co-Presidents 
utilize their roles to create signifi-

cant and lasting change around is-
sues of gender

“I hope that this sparks conver-
sation about gender-based issues 
on campus. I hope that these candi-
dates step into their leadership roles 
as people who can create change to-
ward making a more equitable cam-
pus related to gender,” said Ashman.

Flavia Vidal, Director of the Brace 
Center for Gender Studies, em-
phasized the importance of having 
co-presidential candidates that sup-
port conversations related to gender. 
Vidal likened the encouragement of 
student engagement to feminist “co-
alition-building.”

“The intersectional femininist 
agenda is based on the idea of coa-
lition-building… I really want us to 
think deeply about this idea of coa-
lition building because if we are to 
make change, at least where social 
justice issues are concerned, we 
really need to think broadly about 
making coalitions with a variety of 
institutions. There needs to be lead-
ership at the top that will be guiding 
some of these conversations, but 
they need to be embedded in the 
work of different groups that want 
to make change happen,” said Vidal. 

Co-Presidential candidates Jack 
Palfrey ’21 and Summer Seward ’21 

described their plans for a Diversi-
ty and Inclusion Committee during 
the panel. According to Palfrey, the 
committee would consist of students 
currently involved with the Office of 
Community and Multicultural De-
velopment (CAMD) and the Brace 
Center in an effort to create lasting 
change.

“In our Diversity and Inclusion 
Committee idea, it’s an extension 
of the committees that Sebas-
tian [Romero ’20] and Shahinda 

Continued on A4, Column 1

AMBER TING &
KAREENA DUA

Gender Takes Focus in Second Student Co-Presidential Forum

COURTESY OF THE BRACE CENTER FOR GENDER STUDIES
(L to R) Student Body Co-President Sebastian Romero ’20, Salvador Gomez-Colon ’21, Megan Cui ’21, Summer Seward ’21, Jack Palfrey ’21, and Student Body Co-President Shahinda Bahnasy. The 
candidates touched on topics of gender, including gender-inclusive language, bathroom accessibility, and equitable policy changes. 

Mary Margaret Scharf P’21 Shares Personal 
Experience to Warn Against Domestic Abuse

Mary Margaret Scharf P’21 was 
the keynote speaker for the first-ev-
er Love Better Week, co-sponsored 
by the Brace Board, Mentors in Vio-
lence Prevention (MVP), and Youth 
Educators for Sex Positivity (YES+). 
On Friday, February 21, Mary Mar-
garet Scharf spoke about her expe-
rience with domestic abuse at the 
hands of her former husband, and 

she outlined the warning signs of an 
abusive relationship. 

Mary Margaret Scharf was recent-
ly honored by the Knock Out Abuse 
organization for her work raising 
awareness about domestic violence. 
Abigail Scharf ’21 shared about how 
even prior to the night her father 
became physically abusive, she felt 
unsafe around him. Abigail Scharf 
recounted that night, and how her 
mother rushed to get her and her 
younger sister out of the house. 

“I thought it was natural to tiptoe 

around your father always scared 
that something would trigger him 
and he would detonate. I thought 
it was normal to deal with a bomb… 
[My father] erupted on January 6, 
2010. ‘Sweetie, wake up. Daddy’s try-
ing to kill me. We need to leave now,’ 
[my mother] said. I ran downstairs 
to the car, and my mom grabbed my 
little sister. I didn’t notice she was 
covered in blood until she collapsed 
on a neighbor’s marble floor,” Abigail 
Scharf said.

Mary Margaret Scharf under-
scored how many perceptions of 
domestic abuse and victims don’t 
necessarily align with how abusive 
relationships may progress. Draw-
ing from her own experience, Scharf 
emphasized the importance of look-
ing for non-physical signs of abuse. 
She recalled being blindsided by her 
ex-husband’s abusive behavior be-
cause she hadn’t thought to look for 
verbal or emotional abuse. She also 
emphasized how women are vulner-
able to domestic abuse regardless of 
circumstance.

“What I like to do is share my 
story because I think people have a 
preconception about what domestic 
violence is and what a victim of do-
mestic violence is. I think sharing my 
story will give you some context. Per-
haps you can learn from my mistake 
in just having the knowledge to avoid 
getting deep into a relationship with 
someone who has this type of behav-
ior,” Mary Margaret Scharf said.

Mary Margaret Scharf continued, 

AMBER TING

Mary Margaret Scharf P’21 has been sharing her experience as a survivor 
of domestic abuse and spreading awareness about the pervasiveness of 
gender-based violence for several years. 

ETHAN ELLSWEIG /THE PHILLIPIAN
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Politics, People, and Climate 
Change: Katharine Hayhoe 

Speaks at Climate Cafe

Katharine Hayhoe, an atmo-
spheric scientist and profes-
sor of climate science at Texas 
University, spoke at the Climate 
Cafe last Friday, February 21. 
Hayhoe discussed how the best 
way to combat climate change is 
to talk about it. She also shared 
strategies to create meaningful 
conversations between people 
and how to effectively express 
your opinion with someone you 
disagree with.

“If we don’t talk about [cli-
mate change], why would we 
care, and if we don’t care, why 
would we act? How do we have 
a positive conversation? That 
conversation doesn’t begin by 
disagreeing. Often with climate 
change, we begin a conversation 
with disagreeing. That’s not the 
time to have a constructive con-
versation,” said Hayhoe.

Hayhoe continued, “The place 
to start is something we have in 
common, and then connect the 
dots between what we both care 
about and how it’s being affect-
ed. And, most importantly, what 
is the solution that the person 
I’m talking to would like, a solu-
tion that is positive and not neg-
ative? [To do this], you have to 
find values that you share. These 
values can be that we love our 
families, or that we like hiking, 
or that we go to the same church, 

or we live in the same place.”
Hayhoe’s work primarily in-

volves studying the regional 
impacts of climate change on 
human systems and the natural 
environment, according to her 
website. Her presentation on 
Friday went beyond the scientif-
ic aspect of climate change, not-
ing the human and political as-
pects of how people perceive the 
issue of environmental justice.   

“The number-one predictor of 
whether we agree that climate is 
changing, humans are responsi-
ble, and the impacts are serious, 
isn’t how much we know about 
science. It’s not how smart we 
are. It’s one thing: it’s where we 
fall on the political spectrum. 
The Pew Research Center has 
been polling people since 2008, 
so that’s 12 years, and they’ve 
been asking people if they think 
climate change is a top priority, 
and then they ask, ‘What politi-
cal party do you vote for?’” said 
Hayhoe.

She went on to explain the 
results of the polls done by the 
Pew Research Center, explain-
ing how the political affiliation 
of the people polled correlated 
to their beliefs about climate 
change.

“The number of Republicans 
who say climate change is a top 
priority is about 20%, and that’s 
only changed a little bit. Where-

ALEX ZHANG

EMILY HUANG/THE PHILLIPIAN
Katharine Hayhoe emphasized the importance of dialogue across party 
lines to combat climate change. 

Continued on A4,  Column 4

Andover Girls Hockey Caught in Lockdown 
at Loomis Chaffee After Game

Andover Girls Hockey expe-
rienced a lockdown at Loom-
is Chaffee on February 27. The 
lockdown was in response to a 
report of an “isolated road rage 
incident that started in town 
and ended up on [Loomis] cam-
pus,” according to an email sent 
to the Loomis community. The 
lockdown began at 6:00 p.m. and 
was lifted just before 7:00 p.m., 

according to WFSB. 
Andover athletes and par-

ents were on lockdown in their 
locker room and barricaded the 
doors. Team members Molly 
MacQueen ’21 and Bridget San-
tos ’21 were scared by the lock-
down, but felt comforted by the 
way the situation was handled.  

“The game had ended, we had 
won, so we were all in pretty 
high spirits. We were ushered 
directly into the locker room and 
told not to talk to our parents. I 
felt safe and trusted the adults 

in the situation very much,” said 
Santos.  

“It was defnietly nerve-rack-
ing, but it was handled very well. 
I think we did a good job keep-
ing each other calm. Our parents 
came into the locker room, so 
that’s when we knew something 
was wrong. Eventually we barri-
caded the doors so no one could 
come in from the outside, but it 
didn’t end up being necessary,” 
said MacQueen.

STAFF REPORT
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OK, I GET IT. YOU’RE

 tired of hearing 
about the corona-
virus. For over a 

month now, newsletters have 
been filled with daily updates 
on the coronavirus. Even The 
Phillipian has been flooded 
with articles. And, to be hon-
est, I completely understand 
the indifference most people 
have. After all, it’s easy not to 
think about what’s happen-
ing on the other side of the 
world. However, I and many of 
the Chinese students on cam-
pus do care. Our school won’t 
be touched by the virus any-
time soon, but many members 
of our families live in China. 
Whether or not we believe in 
the measures the government 
has taken in response to the 
outbreak, it’s hard to sit back 
when our compatriots are suf-
fering. So, instead of tossing 
the paper aside, please take 
the time to read just one more 
article on everyone’s least fa-
vorite virus. Over the past 
few days, even as foreign 
cases of COVID-19 have 
exploded, the num-
bers have started to 
stabilize in China. 
But as they do so, 
a previously over-
looked aspect of 
the virus is emerg-
ing—its impact on 
supply chains and 
consumer consump-
tion around the world. 

From an economic perspec-
tive, it is clear how China has 
been hit by the coronavirus. 
At the height of the outbreak 
during the Chinese Lunar 
New Year, the government 
announced a three-day ex-
tension to the week-long na-
tional holiday. This extension 
expired on February 3, and 
for a moment it seemed as if 
everything would go back to 
normal, as if the industrial gi-
ant would continue its cease-
less production. But then, 
many local governments ex-
tended the break, and with 
it, the travel ban—again. Most 
extended it to February 9, but 
some provinces like Guang-
dong have extended it to Feb-
ruary 24. This poses a serious 
problem to the 277.5 million 
migrant workers in China, 
most of them rural workers 
who have to travel back to the 
larger cities in which they 
work. While they remain iso-
lated at home or placed under 
a mandatory two-week quar-

antine period after they re-
turn, they will earn nothing. 
Even those who have man-
aged to return often face dis-
crimination from landlords 
and local officials; reports 
abound of rural workers be-
ing denied access to their 
residential compounds due 
to fears of infection, even 
for those who returned from 
provinces other than Hubei.

The truth is, how-

ever, that China’s economy 
needs migrant labour just as 
much as these workers need 
their wages. In 2003, when 
the SARS disease spread 
similar hysteria around the 
world, it wiped out between 
one-half and one percent of 
GDP growth. Growth soon 
rebounded afterwards, and 
all was well. This particular 
outbreak, however, is likely 
to have more profound con-
sequences on the global 
economy. First, there is the 
problem of scale: while SARS 
infected 8,000, there are al-
ready almost 80,000 cases of 
COVID-19. Far more crucially, 
China’s economic role is radi-
cally different from the one 
it played in 2003. Back then, 
it accounted for less than 
four percent of worldwide 
GDP—now it accounts for 16 
percent of worldwide GDP 
and 39 percent of global eco-

nomic expansion in 2019. 
What’s more, China is 

now enmeshed with-
in the supply chains 
of most global 
companies, from 
the technology it 
assembles to the 
auto parts it sup-
plies. Such supply 

chains are extremely fragile; 
car manufacturers like Hyun-
dai and Nissan have already 
halted production, while 
Apple’s market capitalization 
dropped by 30 billion dollars 
after it acknowledged supply 
chain pressures due to the 
sudden halt in Chinese pro-
duction. Should China lose 
another one percent in GDP 
growth this year, the impacts 
would be acutely felt around 
the world.

It’s easy to dismiss the 
novel coronavirus as a false 
alarm amongst the barrage 
of news today. However, we 
should recognize the gravity 
of the situation. Over the last 
few weeks, Skylar Xu ’20 and 
Christy Wei ’21 have perfect-
ly illustrated the problems 
that COVID-19 poses, both 
for the political stability of 
the central government and 
for the lives of citizens liv-
ing in China. It is time for us 
to acknowledge its economic 
threats as well. This virus 
may have originated in China, 
but its scope is truly global.

The Economics of Coronavirus

This editorial is addressed to you all, the 
students of Andover. Winter Term is coming to 
a close, bringing us one step closer to the im-
pending finals week. Cue the dramatic music. 
For many of us, finals week is a time we associ-
ate with excessive work and stress. We sacrifice 
energy, sleep, and sometimes even food to push 
ourselves to the edge and get the grade we’ve 
been striving for. Although spring break may 
seem like the perfect opportunity to recuperate, 
hence the appeal to overwork yourself during 
finals week, stretching yourself too thin now 
will only end up hurting you down the line.

It’s cheesy, but life—Andover, high school, 
whatever—is a marathon, not a sprint! Remem-
ber that there is no shortcut for taking care of 
yourself. Burning out later because you push 
yourself too hard now is simply a waste of your 
potential. It’s far too easy to get sucked into the 
intense workflow or become so hyper-focused 
on your end-of-term results that you forget how 
hard you worked this term (because you did 
work hard this term. Don’t forget that). So step 
away from all-nighters and coffee-fueled lab 
reports; step away from the “What-If ” feature 
on Canvas. Keeping your future self in consid-
eration, remember that each individual assign-
ment will not last forever, and that in the long 
term, your performance this finals week will 
have no significant effect on the rest of your life. 
It is the hard work that you have put in all term, 
the time you have devoted to learning, that will 

make all the difference.
We urge you to keep in mind that you are all 

human beings, not robots (that’s Andover’s ad-
mission policy, right?). Your bodies need suste-
nance, rest, and all that other good stuff. Your 
brains aren’t machines either. If you’re planning 
on spending the whole day in the library this 
weekend, maybe consider blocking out some of 
that time for a well-deserved study break. Hit 
the Den, or take a short walk outside and en-
joy the weather. Regardless of how much it re-
minds you of global warming and our impend-
ing doom, 60 degrees and sunny in February is 
just begging for a stroll.

Convoluted as it was, this editorial was basi-
cally just a huge “you got this.” You really got 
this! We know you do. And if you feel like you 
missed the mark this term or aren’t in a place to 
be telling yourself “good job,” leave it to us. Your 
friends at The Phillipian are proud of you. And 
because it made us laugh this week (and we all 
need a good laugh—maybe check out the Eighth 
Page?), we also recommend everyone reading 
this editorial to check out @chunk_the_ground-
hog on Instagram. It’s a guaranteed source of 
smiles. With that, happy end of Ultimate Week! 
Let’s all make an effort to take care of ourselves  
and root for one another in this final push.

This editorial represents the views of The 
Phillipian, vol. CXLIII.

Corrections:
Commentary misstated two facts. Bernie Sanders won 25.7 percent of the votes and Pete Buttigieg won 24.4 percent of the votes at 	

          the New Hampshire primary.
Sports misstated a fact. Yubo Jin did not break the pool and New England record for the 100-Yard breaststroke.
Arts misstated a fact. Samson Zhang is a member of the class of 2020.
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Neil Shen is a two-year Low-
er from Xiajing, China. Contact 
the author at fshen22@ando-
ver.edu.

The truth is, however, 
that China’s economy 
needs migrant labour 
just as much as these 

workers need their 
wages.
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Editorial

Take a Deep Breath

What’s more, China is 
now emeshed within 
the supply chains of 

most global companies, 
from the technology it 
assembles to the auto 

parts it supplies. 

NEIL SHEN

DAVID ZHU / THE PHILLIP
IA
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Andover with an Accent

TO THE EDITOR:

I read with interest 
the Staff Report on Angela Da-
vis’ talk (The Phillipian, Feb-
ruary 21).  While the report 
mentions that “throughout 
her career in social justice, 
Davis has been considered 
somewhat of a controversial 
figure,” I feel it omitted some 
important details of Dr. Da-
vis’ trial and activities after 
her release from prison.  She 
was indicted on kidnapping 
and murder charges because 
she purchased and supplied 
guns to a militant group that 
kidnapped a judge and oth-
er hostages in a takeover of 
a courthouse, in which the 
judge was murdered.  Dr. Da-
vis proudly mentioned in her 
talk that she was put on the 
FBI’s “ten most wanted” list.  
That was, of course, because 

she became a fugitive from 
justice.  Davis was acquitted 
after her lawyer apparently 
managed to choose jurors 
sympathetic to her cause.  
According to Dr. Davis’ own 
words in her talk at [Ando-
ver], some of the jurors drank 
champagne with her at her 
acquittal party—hardly an 
impartial bunch.

I remember the campaign 
to free Angela Davis in my 
youth in the Soviet Union.  
The campaign was all over 
the government-controlled 
newspapers (there were no 
other newspapers, of course). 
Prominent Soviet cultural 
figures and even chess cham-
pions were pressured to sign 
official letters in defense of 
Davis. The worldwide cam-
paign was supported by the 
propaganda branch of the 
KGB.

After her release, Angela 
Davis became a propaganda 
tool for oppressive regimes 
in communist countries, 
meeting their leaders and 
receiving multiple honors 
and awards.  Meanwhile, this 
advocate against mass incar-
ceration consistently refused 
to intervene on behalf of 
political prisoners in com-
munist countries.  Even the 
Wikipedia article on Davis 
fills in some details and lists 
over 130 references.  On an-
other occasion, when asked 
to intervene on behalf of cer-
tain political prisoners in the 
Soviet Union, she responded: 
“they are all Zionist fascists 
and opponents of socialism.”

I am all for inviting contro-
versial, even radical, speakers 
to campus. What disturbed 
me about this event was that 
Andover students and faculty 

in the audience seemed to 
have suspended their critical 
thinking faculties (despite 
Dr. Davis’ admonition to use 
them) and, as one, greeted 
Dr. Davis’ rather incoherent 
and at times condescending 
presentation with multiple 
standing ovations. This re-
minded me of the scenes I ob-
served in my youth of Com-
munist Party meetings in the 
Soviet Union, and in current 
news clips from North Korea.

I was also disturbed by the 
need to submit questions via 
a website: I felt this arrange-
ment, unprecedented at An-
dover, was undemocratic and 
gave the organizers time to 
filter out “unfriendly” ques-
tions.  As it happened, this 
turned out not to be very im-
portant after all.  When asked 
about an alternative to pris-
ons, this prison abolitionist 

scholar went on a filibuster-
ing tangent about free edu-
cation and free medical care, 
“including pets,” which used 
up most of the Q&A period.  
I didn’t have much hope, 
anyway, that my question—
whether she still believes 
that opponents of socialism 
should be in prison—would 
be aired.  I was also curious 
to know whether she would 
now be willing to intervene 
on behalf of political prison-
ers in such places as China, 
Cuba or North Korea.  I sup-
pose I will have to judge her 
by her deeds, not words, as 
Dr. Davis insisted we do.

Sincerely,
Gary Litvin, P’92, ’00

KOHANA KAPOOR

RYAN MAI / THE PHILLIPIA
N

THE FIRST THING         
that you see when you 
open the homepage of 

the Andover website are the di-
versity statistics. To me, one par-
ticularly stands out “Students 
from 52 countries.” And you 
think to yourself, “Wow, that’s 
a high number.” You don’t think 
that maybe these stats say noth-
ing about the relative happiness 
of these students at school. 

When I joined Andover as 
a new Lower from Mumbai, 
a year ago, I was convinced 
that it would be easy for me 
to adjust. I was used to be-
ing viewed as the friendly, 
outgoing girl and after all, 
this school prided itself on 
its diversity and inclusion. I 
walked in expecting to make 
a million friends, do well in 
all of my classes, and to make 
it all look easy. I had created 
this picture of Andover as a 
place where everyone was ac-
cepted no matter their back-
ground, and foreign accents 
weren’t given any importance 
(and if they were, they were 
viewed as cool). I didn’t even 
know that microaggressions 
were a thing. 

The first few chips in my 
perfect picture of Andover 
began to appear when I began 

getting questions like “When 
did you start speaking English 
for the first time?” and “Can 
you understand what I’m say-
ing?” and “How do you know 
these songs? Do they have this 
kind of music in India?” I nev-
er knew how to answer these 
questions because I wasn’t 
used to being questioned 
about my country of origin. 
I wasn’t used to being “the 
girl with the accent.” I never 
said anything to combat these 
microaggressions, because I 
kept making excuses for my 
perfect picture of the school. I 
wanted to believe that the sta-
tistics on the Andover website 
were not just a marketing tac-
tic, because I didn’t want to 
believe that I spent a year of 
my life applying to the “best 
high school in the world” to 
be ridiculed for my accent. 

Something that I hadn’t 
predicted when I came to An-
dover was the vast number of 
international students who 
used to study in American or 
international schools, or who 
had spent their child-
hood years in the 
United States. 

Naturally, many of these stu-
dents have American accents. 
They can have full conversa-
tions without people wonder-
ing out loud what their first 
language is. They can walk 
around campus without feel-
ing like they have a sign say-
ing “She has an accent, and 
her parents probably work 
in tech support” stapled to 
their backs. And so, while like 
many American students, I 
too watched the Suite Life of 

Zack and Cody as a child, it’s 
not the first conclusion you 
come to when you talk to me. 

While no one is to blame 
for this, I do think that the 
school can do better when it 
comes to creating a sense of 
security for people like me on 
campus. There are all kinds 
of programming for people 
of color and minority groups, 
but not many that cater to 
international students and 
their perception as wealthy 
brats who only made it here 
because their parents could 
afford it. Sure, I found my 
people. I found people who 
felt the same way I did, people 
who sounded like me, people 
who were going through the 
same thing as I was, and peo-
ple who were taught to look 
past the superficial layer of 
a flat accent. But it took me 
so long. Students that travel 
thousands of miles to get here 
deserve more than 3 days of 
“New International Student 
Orientation” to teach them 

ropes of the Academy. 
Because students 

on this campus 
are already 

educated about various so-
cial justice issues, they must 
be taught to treat people 
around them who may speak 
differently with respect. It 
shouldn’t be harder for me to 
make friends, feel heard, and 
feel respected than it is for a 
freshman. I shouldn’t have to 
be afraid to speak up in Eng-
lish sometimes because I’m 
afraid that I’ll be asked re-
peatedly to reiterate what I 
just said. I shouldn’t feel the 
need to prove my knowledge 
of the English language by ap-
plying for a position on The 
Phillipian that does exactly 
that. I shouldn’t feel the need 
to alter my voice every time I 

return to school from break. I 
shouldn’t have to spend every 
minute of my spare time in 
CAMD because that’s the one 
place on campus that I feel 
like I can be somewhat free. 
And most of all, I shouldn’t 
feel afraid to call people out 
for treating me with disre-
spect, even when internation-
al students like me are vastly 
outnumbered by those in the 
dominant culture. 

Editor’s Note: Kohana Ka-
poor is a Commentary Edi-
tor and a Copy Editor for The 
Phillipian.

“How do you know 
these songs? Do they 

have this kind of 
music in India?”

I didn’t want to 
believe that I spent 

a year of my life 
applying to the “best 

high school in the 
world” to be ridiculed 

for my accent. 

Because students on 
this campus are already 
educated about various 

social justice issues, 
they must be taught 

to treat people around 
them who may speak 

differently with respect.

Letter to the Editor

Kohana Kapoor is a two-year 
Upper from Mumbai, India. 
Contact the author at kka-
poor21@andover.edu.

Tune in to 
Phillipian

Live 
today at 

6:30 p.m. 

benjamin fu/the phillipian
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Lani Silversides, Instructor in 
Mathematics, presented “Per-
forming Under Pressure” at the 
Tang Institute this past Friday. 
The presentation was created 
with the goal in mind of helping 
students deal with stress by giv-
ing them the necessary tools to 
do so.

In her presentation, Silver-
sides introduced the audience to 
two main tactics in controlling 
stress: the “Triple A” plan and 
the “PRE-performance” three-
step plan. Silversides first dis-
cussed the “PRE-performance” 
plan and its three main compo-
nents: “Preparation,” studying; 
“Repetition,” the visualization 
of the performance itself; and 
“Empowered statement,” a pos-
itive self-talk. In an email to The 
Phillipian, Silversides described 
her message as tying the three 
together as a package.

“You can not go into a test with 
a ‘you got this’ statement, and 
not having prepared or studied, 
and expect it’s going to go great. 
And, studying all night long 
and going into the test with an 

“I’m going to fail this” attitude 
is equally unhelpful. So it’s all 
three… [doing] the preparation, 
[visualizing] how you want it to 
go, and [going] in with a positive 
attitude,” wrote Silversides.

The “Triple A” plan consisted 
of three steps: Awareness, Ac-
ceptance, and Action. Silversides 
defined awareness as setting a 
plan for oneself if stressful sit-
uations come about. Acceptance 
is understanding that stress is 
natural and unavoidable. The 
action was described as setting 
an action to help us ‘reset’ our 
mindset if stress is encountered.

Attendees of the presenta-
tion reflected upon the idea of 
accepting that stress is natural 
within the Andover community. 
Charlotte Whitehurst ’22 ex-
plained her perspective on the 
trouble Andover students have 
accepting the stresses around 
them.

“We definitely perceive obsta-
cles as something that shouldn’t 
happen, [and] as such a negative 
thing. We struggle to accept the 
fact that things aren’t always 
meant to go to our advantage, 
and we get stressed when that 
happens,” said Whitehurst.

Whitehurst continued, “I 

think it’s hard to detach our-
selves from stress, because it’s 
an environment where we’re 
very close to our peers, and ev-
eryone’s talking lots about their 
stress and workload and what 
you’re working about. When 
you hear that, it’s hard to not 
ask ourselves, ‘Shouldn’t I be 
stressed, too?’ This stress just 
kind of mounts to a point where 
it’s not healthy.”

This perspective was support-
ed by Silversides, who claimed 
that her strategies were geared 
to help students manage the 
stresses they have in their daily 
lives.

Silversides wrote, “Rather 
than ignoring stress, we want to 
know that we’re going to have 
stress… The point is, we’re not 
trying to get rid of it, and some-
times when we try to check it re-
ally well, it just makes it bigger… 
The purpose of my work and the 
presentation was not actually 
about reducing stress or how 
much stress there is at Andover… 
The purpose is to teach people 
that this is normal, and there are 
tools and something they can do 
about it.”

Lani Silversides on “Performing Under Pressure”

PHILLIP KO

Every winter, hundreds of 
thousands of people all over 
the world are afflicted with in-
fluenza and the common cold. 
Andover is not immune to this 
seasonal wave of sickness, with 
many members of the commu-
nity having to spend time at 
the Rebecca M. Sykes Wellness 
Center (Sykes), missing various 
academic and extracurricular 
commitments. 

According to Ellen Callah-
an, Nurse Practitioner, Clini-
cal Lead, the most important 
way to combat influenza is by 
promoting prevention beyond 
an annual flu vaccination. Cal-
lahan explained how Sykes is 
trying to promote a multifacet-
ed approach to flu prevention, 
such as sanitizing your hands 
before eating, as well as practic-
ing self-care.

“Prevention is the most im-
portant. Getting that flu vac-
cine, taking care of yourself, 
washing your hands, and if you 
do have the flu, coming over [to 
Sykes] so that you can be taken 
care of. The more care you’re 
provided, you’re going to get 
better faster, compared to try-
ing to power through,” said Cal-
lahan.

The Sykes Wellness Cen-
ter promotes these methods in 
a number of ways, including 
providing flu vaccine clinics in 
the fall, supplying hand sanitiz-
er and wet wipes, and posters 
around campus promoting stu-
dents to wash their hands. Even 
now, Sykes has a supply of vac-
cines in stock, in case students 
were unable to receive it earlier 
on in the year.

“We held the flu clinic this 
fall, [and] we still have the flu 
vaccine available here at the 
Wellness Center, so anyone 
who has not received the flu 
vaccine, please do come in. The 
other way is hand hygiene post-
ers all over campus, encour-
aging you to wash your hands. 
And the other way to prevent 
the flu is by taking care of your-
self, so getting enough sleep, 

eating healthy foods, getting a 
little bit of exercise if you’re up 
to it. Those are really the three 
best ways to protect yourself,” 
said Callahan.

According to the Centers 
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention, there are four types of 
influenza. The common types 
to infect humans are influenza 
A and influenza B, which both 
cause seasonal epidemics. In-
fluenza C can also infect hu-
mans but has a milder symp-
tomatology, and Influenza D 
primarily affects cattle. The flu 
is spread through droplets of 
moisture released when infect-
ed people cough, sneeze, and 
talk. These droplets land in the 
mouths or noses of other peo-
ple nearby, infecting them with 
influenza. Symptoms of the flu 
include chills, fever, coughing, 
sore throat, runny nose, mus-
cle or body aches, headache, 
fatigue, vomiting, and diarrhea.

According to Josie Banson 
’22, who was sick with the flu 
for five days, contracting influ-
enza is suboptimal for students 
because of how they fall behind 
on classwork, homework, and 
assessments.

“I couldn’t really focus that 

well. I didn’t do much work at 
all, so I was five days behind 
when I got better. It was kind 
of rough catching up with ev-
erything. It was alright because 
teachers gave me extensions, 
but it was still just a lot of work 
I had to do. [And] when you 
miss a week of work, it’s so det-
rimental, because there’s just so 
much to catch upon.” said Ban-
son.

Although Banson’s experi-
ence with influenza this year 
was negative, she found the 
treatment at Sykes Wellness 
Center to be particularly pleas-
ant. Additionally, she appreciat-
ed the Wellness Center’s deci-
sion to quarantine sick students 
in order to prevent other stu-
dents from becoming ill.

“Other than the symptoms I 
was experiencing, the care was 
really nice, and all the nurses 
would check in with me often, 
and would give me options for 
food, and offer me snacks. It was 
actually a really nice experience 
overall. [Also,] I think that it’s 
good that they have facilities 
where they can quarantine stu-
dents, so it doesn’t spread more. 
Overall, the care I received and 
the way they dealt with it was 

really good.” said Banson.
According to Melissa Pianti-

dosi, Wellness Center Program 
Assistant, education is import-
ant when trying to maintain 
one’s health, and many resourc-
es at the Sykes Wellness Center 
provide such opportunities to 
learn. Not only does the Well-
ness Center release articles 
on several different aspects of 
health, but they also hold events 
in order to promote them and 
continue educating students. 
The addition of understanding 
these topics would also likely 
lead to students having stron-
ger protections against the flu 
and common cold in the future.

“I think that the people 
who eventually do come are so 
glad they did. The energy is so 
amazing — it’s happy, and calm, 
and I just watch students just 
completely relax, shoulders 
down, and it’s really lovely to 
see. Stress reduction goes a long 
way. [Also, we have] an online 
wellness magazine at andover.
campuswell.com, full of amaz-
ing articles covering all things 
wellness, from health, time 
management, exercise, to nutri-
tion,” said Piantidosi.

ELIZABETH CHOU 

Rebecca M. Sykes Wellness Center Tackles Influenza Season with Multifaceted Approach

Continued from A1,  Column 5

Co-Presidential Candidates 
Share Ideas for a 

More Equitable Community

as if you talk to people who are 
Democrats, it started at about 
40%, and it has gone up to over 
75% [over 12 years]... The num-
ber-one most politically polar-
ized issue is climate change. 
When you divide it up by age, it’s 
very different. People who are 
younger but more conservative 
are a lot more concerned about 
climate change. Women are also 
more concerned about climate 
change, which is kind of inter-
esting,” said Hayhoe.

Student engagement with the 
issue of climate change has re-
cently been spearheaded by Eli 
Newell ’20 with his push for 
a climate-centric curriculum. 
Newell, who attended Hayoe’s 
talk, felt her approach was pow-
erful and relevant to the ongoing 
discussions in Climate Cafe.

“I was really impressed by 
Katharine Hayhoe and her mes-
sage, [such as] her emphasis on 
having conversations on climate 

changes and bringing it into our 
discourse. I like that she said, 
‘If we don’t talk about it, why 
would we care, and if we don’t 
care, why would we act?’ That 
approach of trying to bring rel-
evant discussions into our con-
versations is a compelling one,” 
said Newell.

Allison Guerette, the Campus 
Sustainability Coordinator, ex-
plained that Hayhoe is a leading 
voice in climate change across 
all disciplines and thought that 
she would be a great addition to 
Climate Cafe. Guerette also ap-
preciated Hayhoe’s emphasis on 
communication and the style of 
her presentation.

“I was really inspired by the 
talk, and I think [Hayhoe] has a 
different way of speaking about 
climate change that is very re-
latable to everybody and not just 
people who are very deep into 
the science of climate change. 
There are many access points 
when you are listening to her to 
start caring about the topic,” said 
Guerette.

Katharine Hayhoe Emphasizes 
Personal Conversations in 

Combating Climate Change

Continued from A1, Column 5

[Bahnasy ’20] added last year. 
We want to fill it with people 
that are doing really important 
things in CAMD and Brace, so 
they have the ability to work 
from the top… The Brace Center 
and CAMD, these are institu-
tions that are going to be around 
a long, long time until well after 
we leave. If we’re able to work 
with them, set a close precedent 
of working together between 
Co-President pairs and CAMD, 
that’s actually really important,” 
said Palfrey during the debate. 

Seward talked about non-gen-
dered spaces on campus for fu-
ture students. She explained 
her plans to destigmatize sani-
tary products in bathrooms on 
campus. According to Seward, 
part of her motivation to run for 
Co-President was to create eq-
uitable and intersectional spac-
es for all Andover students. 

“We want to make sure… that 
all spaces are comfortable spac-
es for anyone who identifies as 
any gender on campus. I want 
to make more sanitary products 
and bathrooms for anybody… 
My whole goal in choosing this 
leadership role was to make sure 
that everyone feels like Andover 
is a home, they have someone 
they can talk to, they have a wel-
coming environment, and that 
goes with inclusivity. This con-
versation just happened to talk 
about gender, and we know that 
all these things connect,” said 
Seward.

The other Co-Presidential 
pair, Megan Cui ’21 and Salva-
dor Gómez-Colón ’21 explored 
the concept of the student body 
helping one another learn more 
about inclusivity and gender 
issues both on and off campus. 

During the debate, Cui touched 
on the role that older students 
have when new students enter 
the Andover community. Cui 
also explained how she feels 
gender is an under-discussed 
topic at Andover that she and 
Gómez-Colón would work to 
emphasize, along with sustain-
ability. 

“I think it is an important 
characteristic of our platform 
that we tap into topics that are 
just brushed upon. Some topics 
we want to tap into: one about 
gender issues. We are going to 
dive into it and use our resourc-
es on campus to host discus-
sion[s] and forums. And second 
one is sustainability and how we 
want to incorporate a climate 
curriculum into our current in-
stitution and have sustainable 
practices in the dorm. These 
ideas make our platform excit-
ing,” said Cui. 

In the debate, Gómez-Colón 
emphasized how he wants to 
destigmatize talking about is-
sues of gender outside of aca-
demic settings and structured 
time like Empathy, Balance, and 
Inclusion (EBI) courses. Gó-
mez-Colón explained how casu-
al conversations can sometimes 
be the most effective way to pro-
mote gender equity. 

“I think that there’s kind of 
this idea that these conversa-
tions only have to happen in a 
classroom or a dorm. It goes be-
yond that. These are conversa-
tions we should be able to have 
in [Paresky Commons], in the 
dorms, in the library, in rooms, 
just walking around the paths. 
We need to be actively working 
to destigmatize these situations 
and these conversations,” said 
Gómez-Colón.

MELINDA ZHANG/THE PHILLIPIAN 
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Andover is looking to increase 
student input on All-School Meet-
ing (ASM) speakers, according to 
Linda Carter Griffith, Associate 
Head of School for Equity, In-
clusion, and Wellness. Currently, 
ASM speakers are decided by a 
speaker committee with repre-
sentatives from the Chaplaincy, 
the Alumni Office, the History 
and English Departments, the Of-
fice of Community and Multicul-
tural Development (CAMD), and 
other campus groups, according 
to Christopher Capano, Director 
of Student Activities. The adviso-
ry group uses faculty and student 
suggestions to choose speakers, as 
well as taking into consideration 
the theme of the year and what 
message they feel the Andover 
community would benefit from 
hearing. 

Carter Griffith, who serves on 
the committee, hopes to encour-
age student opinions on ASM 
speakers and is looking for sug-
gestions on the best way to ac-
complish that. Currently, students 
may directly contact her to share 
ideas. According to Carter Grif-
fith, she hopes for a diversity of 
perspectives to fully represent the 
Andover community.

“I’m trying to find a mecha-
nism. And I want to hear from stu-
dents, is that an open house? And 
if you’re interested in speakers 
[coming], let’s talk about them. Is 
it a write-in? Is it a survey? I actu-
ally need the input of the students. 
I know what my goal is, I want 
to hear what you all want… In an 
intentionally diverse community, 
it’s really important to recognize 
that different speakers are going 
to speak to different individuals 
and we want to have a wide rep-
resentation. In perspective, that is 
very important. So now the ques-
tion is, do students want to be in-
volved?” said Carter-Griffith. 

According to Capano, although 
students’ suggestions are en-
couraged, the schedule for ASM 
speakers is decided far in advance. 
Capano believes that a good time 
to submit recommendations 
would be during the spring for 
ASM speakers for the next aca-
demic year. However, according 
to Capano, suggestions are stored 
for future reference.

“We love when students sug-
gest speakers. I think the hard part 
is a lot of times students suggest 
because we’re late in the process, 
because we don’t we don’t know 
our calendar until the calendar 
gets put out by the school. So we 
know what Fridays are ASMs, and 
then we start filling them in right 
away. And so if a student asks in 
September, we’ve already made 
the whole calendar for the year so 
they have to kind of know...a little 
bit earlier. Often there’s not a lot of 
time to pull it together,” said Ca-
pano. 

Student response has recent-
ly caused direct changes to ASM 
procedure, according to Carter 
Griffith. In response to student 

feedback after ASM Speaker Me-
gan Phelps-Roper used the f-slur 
during an ASM in September, An-
dover has begun to directly call 
ASM speakers to caution them 
against the use of language that 
doesn’t align with the school’s val-
ues. Carter Griffith, however, em-
phasized that the clause forbid-
ding improper language for ASM 
speakers was already in place for 
Phelps-Roper. 

“After we experienced what 
we experienced with Phelps-Rop-
er and… the f-word, we decided 
we were not going to assume they 
read our clauses because we have 
clauses about language about var-
ious things you can do, etc. And 
they’re not about disparaging 
[Andover] at all. It’s really things 
that are within the school values 
and norms. So there was a conver-
sation with [Nikki Giovanni, ASM 
speaker], can we be careful of cer-
tain language? Even if you’re us-
ing anecdotes. It was a big lesson 
to learn with Phelps-Roper,” said 
Carter-Griffith. 

According to Rajesh Mundra, 
Dean of Studies, who serves on 
the speakers committee, Ando-
ver has a unique community that 
warrants additional preparation 
for speakers. Mundra believes 
that there has been improvement 
in preparing these speakers. 

“I know that we’ve been more 
intentional in prepping speakers. 
And just because we’re a pretty 
unique community, and it’s a pret-
ty unique setting… We try to prep 
them, we have conversation, and 
then when someone’s on stage, 
it’s like we’ve tried to do as much 
as we can, and then some things 
might just happen that we didn’t 
expect. So there’s some things that 
I think we can kind of control and 
try to inform. And I think we’re 
getting better at that,” said Mun-
dra. 

Due to the schedule change 
from weekly to biweekly ASMs, 
the number of ASMs have de-
creased from 33 last year to 15 this 
year, according to Capano. Since 
eight to nine ASMs repeat every 
year, such as Co-President De-
bates, Sounds of the Season, the 
Faculty Talent Show, and Alumni 
Award of Distinction ASM, ap-
proximately five to seven ASMs 
are left for speakers suggested by 
the Andover community.

“[The committee] meets a cou-
ple times in the winter, a couple 
times in the spring for the next 
year. And we just kind of put all 
the names out there that people 
have suggested and we talk [about 
them].The school often has a 
theme for the year. So last year, the 
theme was gratitude and this year, 
the theme is justice. So if they’re 
speakers that we think fit in those 
areas, we try to get them in there. 
We often have faculty members 
or students who are passionate 
about a cause or an idea that they 
bring us to us, they’ve reached 
out to this speaker, and they that 
person wants to come here. You 
know, can we get them here? Can 
we make that work?” said Capano. 

According to Mundra, many 
of the speakers might have been 

identified during conferences or 
by asking for contacts in a specific 
department. Mundra believes that 
speakers might also be suggest-
ed in response to current events, 
such as the Presidential Election 
in November. 

“I think one place to start 
is sometimes we think about a 
theme for the year. Once there is 
a theme that’s established, then 
we think about what kind of 
speakers are going to give differ-
ent perspectives on that theme. 
And so that’s one consideration… 
If it’s November of this year, and 
it’s going to be [an] election [then 
maybe] it would be appropriate to 
have someone talk about bringing 
together different viewpoints or 
how we have conversations about 
politics or something like that,” 
said Mundra. 

In the future, Mundra would 
like to see more student pre-
sentations be included in ASM. 
Additionally, one of the contin-
ual challenges for the commit-
tee is deciding on the diversity 
of speaker ideology, especially if 
their ideas do not align with the 
school’s values. 

“I think a really interesting 
discussion is the idea of speakers 
who don’t align with our school 
values and how we feel about that 
because we have had some dis-
cussions where if a speaker came 
in that didn’t align and would 
we even invite somebody? And 
should we invite a wide range of 
perspectives in an educational in-
stitution? Or are we inviting peo-
ple to continue our echo cham-
bers of the things that we like to 
hear, we want to hear?” said Mun-
dra.  

Mundra continued, “When we 
invite people who go against that, 
are we making a statement that 
we are endorsing them because 
we’re inviting them and having 
them speak in front of everybody? 
Or are we acknowledging that 
we really want a wide variety of 
speakers, and this is the world 
that we live in. And so we will 
invite part of the world to come 
and speak. So these are like some 
larger questions that don’t neces-
sarily have answers, but I think we 
have been hesitant to invite speak-
ers who in their behaviors, their 
actions, their words don’t sort of 
represent what we believe.”

LAURA OSPINA

How Are ASM Speakers Chosen?

CATHERINE NGUYEN/THE PHILLIPIAN 

“I think there’s this misconception 
that domestic abuse or relationship 
abuse happens to weak women with-
out resources. We know that there 
[are] not many weak women here at 
Andover. People are strong and suc-
cessful and happy, [but] I was happy 
and successful and it happened to 
me. I had resources...There was no 
past abuse. The day of the attack, I 
learned that, in hindsight, you can’t 
determine your risk of physical 
[abuse] from past violence alone. 
Experts told me that violence is a 
pyramid shape. At the bottom [are] 
violent words. Then there’s violent 
gestures. It culminates in physical 
abuse,”

She urged people to get out of toxic 
relationships early. Scharf described 
the incident of physical abuse she 
endured, where her husband repeat-
edly shined a flashlight into her eyes 
while screaming obscenities and ex-
pressed regret about not leaving her 
husband then. Mary Margaret Scharf 
was attacked by her ex-husband and 
abuser John Michael Farren in 2010, 
where she sustained severe injuries 
to the point of losing consciousness. 
The night she almost died, her hus-
band became uncontrollably angry 
after being served with divorce pa-
pers by Scharf, and struck her in the 
head and face with a heavy metal 
flashlight at least ten times, accord-
ing to Mary Margaret Scharf. Farren 
was convicted of attempted murder 
and sentenced to 15 years in prison 
in 2014. 

“I said, ‘You know what? We’re 
done. There’s no further discussion 
about you and I. There’s something 
wrong about the way you think’. 
Then he just begged me, begged me, 
begged me to reconsider. I said to 
him, ‘You’re eventually going to hit 
me.’ He said, ‘How in the world can 
you say that?’I said, ‘Because you’re 
this close’ He was literally that close. 
Then he acted nice for a while… Fast 
forward two years. It was like ‘Why 
didn’t you file for divorce then?’” 
Mary Margaret Scharf said.

Mary Margaret Scharf pointed 
out how her ex-husband’s high-pro-
file case—Farren worked as Deputy 
White House counsel to George W. 
Bush ’42 from 2007 to 2009—brought 
visibility to the issue of domestic vio-
lence, and urged Andover students to 
recognize the widespread nature of 
domestic abuse and its life-threaten-
ing ramifications. 

“Once this happened to me, it 
happened to me so publically. It was 
in the New York Times and the To-
kyo Times. It was on ABC and NBC 
because he had been in the White 
House, working in the West Wing. 
People were very aware of what hap-
pened. Women shared their stories 
with me of their own private hell that 
they were living. We were in school 
in Connecticut at the time. Abigail 
was in first grade,” said Mary Marga-
ret Scharf. 

Mary Margaret Scharf continued, 
“This mom, this beautiful mom with 
five beautiful children and a seem-
ingly great, charismatic husband 
spoke to me privately of the hell that 
she was living in. That’s continued to 
happen. Women have come to me. 
After this bad thing happened, we 

moved back to DC, people there too. 
At least once a year, somebody comes 
up to share what’s going on. It’s way 
more prevalent than I ever realized.” 

Mary Margaret Scharf empha-
sized the indiscriminate nature of 
domestic violence, and referenced 
the normalization of gender-based 
violence. 

“I would have never gotten away 
from [my husband], and that’s the 
thing. So many other people who 
are the subject of violence don’t get 
away…. This afternoon when I got 
here, on my phone popped up a sto-
ry of some woman out in California, 
I believe, who was texting and saying 
she was terrified of her ex-boyfriend. 
Two hours later, she’s dead. It’s all too 
common,” she continued.

According to Flavia Vidal, Direc-
tor of the Brace Center, Love Better 
Week was meant to raise awareness 
about toxic relationships on campus. 
Vidal emphasized the importance 
of Andover students recognizing 
dangerous behavior among friend 
groups. During Friday’s presentation, 
she encouraged struggling students 
to visit either the Brace or Sykes 
Wellness Center.

“I think [it’s] really important for 
people to think about their role as 
bystanders and try to be upstanders 
when they can. If you notice [any] 
kind of unhealthy behavior going 
on among your friends, for example, 
then you [should] feel empowered to 
say something, to try to disrupt those 
patterns if it feels safe to you… Come 
to the Brace Center, talk to a Sykes 
counselor, [or] reach out to a trusted 
adult,” Vidal said.

Love Better Week Keynote Speaker 
Mary Margaret Scharf P’21 Shares 

Warning Signs of Abusive and Toxic Relationships

Continued from A1, Column 3

MELINDA ZHANG/THE PHILLIPIAN 
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Mike Gallagher ’20 is a three-year Senior from Hermosa Beach, Califor-

nia. On campus, he is a proctor in Foxcroft Hall, Co-Captain of Andover 

Boys Hockey, and plays guitar.  

 

How did you start playing hockey? 
I started playing hockey when I was around five. My dad 

brought me to watch kids play at a hockey rink in the mall, 
and he asked me if I wanted to play because he played when 
I was growing up. The most important thing in hockey to me 

is teamwork and learning to work with others.

How does the role of captain help you engage with 
others on the team? 

This year specifically, we had a couple of rough patches. 
Having this leadership role has really taught me how to get 

through adversity.

Who is your favorite hockey player? 
My favorite hockey player growing up was Sidney Crosby. 
I actually got to meet him, and so he taught me a lot about 

what it means to be a leader and other skills in life.

What is the community like at Foxcroft?
One thing that is important to us in Foxcroft is trust and 

respect. The way we build those two things is by building re-
lationships in the dorm. I think everyone in Foxcroft would 

agree that we have a really close community.

What are some experiences that challenged your deci-
sion making and leadership?

I would say that finding the medium when to approach 
someone as a friend, a proctor, or a captain [is challenging].

What does music mean to you? 
Music to me is an escape. It is something that if I am feel-

ing stressed, I can fall back on it and either play or listen to it.

What do you usually play on the guitar?
I pretty much play every day. Most of the genres are old 

rock or some type of blues.

What do you think of John Mayer?
I would say that his work on his guitar is definitely 

underappreciated. He is often viewed as just a pop artist, 
and I think that playing the guitar has opened my per     
spective a lot and gained greater appreciation for his    	

			         talent as an artist.

How are you planning to pursue either hockey or 
guitar in the future?

Hockey and guitar are both things that I always want 
to keep in the future, regardless of what I do.

What has been one of the highlights of your Andover 
experience?

I would say my Lower year, beating [Phillips Exeter Acad-
emy] in overtime during Andover/Exeter weekend.
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In 1970, black students at 
Andover were described as a 
“group of admirable human be-
ings, though beset with many 
more problems than the white 
students” by F.A. Peterson, the 
Director of the Office of Re-
search and Evaluation after he 
examined data from the 1970 
Black Student Survey. 

According to a document 
dated 1969 and stored in the 
Archives, Samuel Codes Wat-
son, class of 1849, was the first 
recorded black student on cam-
pus. Following Watson, Richard 
T. Greener, class of 1865, was the 
second black Andover student. 
According to a brief analysis of 
Greener’s time at Andover by 
Gosia Stergios, Greener was a 
“keen debater, ready writer, and 
fluent speaker,” and participat-
ed in the Philomathean society. 
Although Greener was the only 
recorded black student on cam-
pus at the time, Stergios found 
no evidence to suggest that 
Greener did not get along with 
his classmates. Stergios partly 
attributes this to the strict na-
ture of then principal Samuel 
Harvey Taylor, who expected 
Greener to be treated like any 
other student.

Prior to 1967, the number of 
black students at Andover did 
not exceed 12, according to the 
Office of Research and Evalu-
ation in 1969, though the data 
is noted to potentially contain 
inconsistencies. For 29 years 
between 1870 and 1955, there 
were no black students on cam-
pus. In 1969, the black student 
population increased to 54 
students from the 28 black stu-
dents in 1968. At the end of the 
1969-1970 school year, ten black 
students out of the 54 were dis-
missed or voluntarily withdrew. 
According to Peterson, the re-
maining 44 seemed to enjoy 
their experience at Andover, 
despite any racial discrimina-
tion. 

With the rise of black power 
movements, the Afro-American 
Society (Af-Am), now known as 
African-Latinx-American Soci-
ety (Af-Lat-Am), was founded 
in 1967 to provide an outlet for 
students of color on campus, ac-
cording to the brochure for the 
50th Anniversary of Af-Lat-Am 

Society in 2018. Due to the cul-
ture of Andover being predom-
inantly that of the white upper 
class, Af-Am helped black stu-
dents find unity in a community 
not made for them, according 
to “The Phillips Academy Af-
ro-Latino-American Society, 
An Early Tool for Black Survival 
at Phillips Academy” by Jason 
Young ’15. 

Young wrote, “In a commu-
nity where their presence was 
not duly noted, the 24 black 
boys in attendance during 
the 1967-68 Phillips Academy 
school year, decided that it was 
time to come together to ex-
press their opinions and, more 
specifically, their power.”

“The largest issue that 
brought many of the boys to-
gether was that they did not 
have a barber that could cut 
their hair. So they gathered 
during the middle of each 
term to give each other hair-
cuts. Despite their poor cuts, 
they formed a strong bond as 
a group. These students had 
small discussions about their 
experiences and similarities on 
campus, but they did not share 
these ideas with their white 
peers,” continued Young.

A Phillipian article in 1968, 
“PA Blacks: Finding a Place in 
Society,” detailed the more sub-
tle form of discrimination that 
black students encountered, 
and Af-Am sought to address. 
According to the article, white 
students seemed to only want to 
be friends with black students 
for the sake of simply having a 
“black friend.”

“These relationships felt 
shallow, as the other students 
often tried to ignore the stu-
dents’ blackness, disregarding 
a vital portion of their charac-
ters. If they were not attempt-
ing to get a “black friend”, black 
students felt that their white 
classmates still perceived them 
as “the good boy, the slave”. 
This mockery proved to sev-
eral black students that they 
were not being taken earnestly 
by those around them,” wrote 
Young. 

As no white students par-
ticipated in Af-Am, the leaders 
decided to apply to become an 
affinity group in 1969. However, 
after the proposal was brought 
to light in a 1969 issue of The 
Phillipian, many of the black 
students were accused of being 
“reverse racists” as the lead-

ers of Af-Am would take away 
their ability to go, according to 
Young. Deciding that it would 
further student division and be 
unfavored by the faculty, the 
Af-Am members repealed their 
petition.

“The students, along with 
some faculty, grew very nervous 
about black students meeting 
together. There seemed to be a 
fear, for some a curiosity, as to 
what the black boys were dis-
cussing. Some boys would take 
offense, believing that they 
were being excluded from dis-
cussions when in reality the 
black students just felt that it 
was easier to be around each 
other,” wrote Young. 

However, Af-Am found oth-
er ways to thrive on campus, 
including choosing Peabody 
House as their designated 
meeting place, reinforcing a 
permanent role on campus, ac-
cording to Young. Additionally, 
they founded a newspaper, The 
Black Andover Caucus, which 
last published in 1980 and was 
reformed as the Publication of 
the Afro-Latino-American So-
ciety (P.A.L.A.S.) in 1987. The 
P.A.L.A.S. died out around 1992, 
according to documents in the 
Archives.

“Through this newspaper, 
the Af-Am students were able 
to voice their opinions through 
commentary, creative essays, 
and poetry. This magazine as-
sisted the students in bringing 
their issues to light and show-
ing each other that their black 
classmates shared similar expe-
riences,” wrote Young. 

Af-Am continued to grow in 
prominence after the assassina-
tion of Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. After a vigil and a service 
dedicated to his death, Ando-
ver became more supportive of 
Af-Am, appointing a pair of fac-
ulty advisors and granting the 
society its own space. Changing 
its name to Afro-Latino-Amer-
ican Society to include Latinx 
students in 1973, the society 
continued to be a community 
for people of color. By the 90’s, 
Af-Lat-Am hosted Black Arts 
and Latin Arts weekends, an-
ti-racism workshops, and guest 
speakers such as Bobby Seale, 
co-founder of the Black Panther 
Party, according to the 50th An-
niversary Brochure. The Office 
of Community and Multicultur-
al Development (CAMD) was 
also created in the 90’s. 

According to the brochure, 
“By the 1990s, Af-Lat-Am’s role, 
not only as a support group 
for Black and Latino students, 
but also as a catalyst for social 
change on Andover’s campus, 
was firmly established. Stu-
dents from a wide variety of 
ethnic backgrounds joined the 
organization, which celebrated 
African American and Hispan-
ic cultures while educating the 
broader Andover community.” 

However, in regards to ac-
ademics, G.P.A. disparities be-
tween white and black students 
continued to be prevalent, ac-
cording to a letter addressed 
to Donald W. McNemar, 13th 
Headmaster of Andover, in 
1984. Although the adminis-
tration introduced more repre-
sentation of black history and 
culture in the History Depart-
ment during the 60’s, English 
teachers failed to successfully 
add black literature to the cur-
riculum, according to Young. 

“Many of the teachers, al-
though they tried teaching 
black literature to the best of 
their abilities, could not tru-
ly appreciate the quality and 
meaning of the cultural princi-
ples that were being preached 
by black authors. This raised a 
question about the presence of 
African Americans within the 
faculty, spurring the faculty to 
consider hiring teachers of col-
or. Although the faculty tried 
diligently to hire faculty in 1969 
and 1970, they found that most 
black teachers wanted to teach 
black students. With the few 
black students that were pres-
ent at Andover, they did not see 
the purpose of taking long term 
positions at Andover,” wrote 
Young. 

According to Abigail Ndi-
kum ’20, Co-President of Af-
Lat-Am, current discrimination 
towards black students on cam-
pus largely comes in the form of 
microaggressions. Ndikum be-
lieves that one existing problem 
is that many black students on 
campus are often mistaken for 
other black students, and this 
can have harmful effects on the 
black community. 

“In a sense, when you mix 
two black girls, you’re removing 
their identity and you’re renam-
ing it for yourself, and I often 
felt like, to them, to the greater 
institution, I am not Abigail Nd-
ikum, and I didn’t like that feel-
ing. It kind of took away some 

of the confidence that I had in 
myself,” said Ndikum.

Ndikum continued, “Cur-
rently, in my own part as a black 
student at Andover, I find my-
self often holding myself back 
and making sure I cater to the 
needs of the population because 
as a black woman, I often feel 
that I am seen as a threat to oth-
er people. And this is my per-
sonal narrative, I cannot speak 
for the entire black population 
because it depends on each in-
dividual person, but I know for 
me, I want to present my best 
self so I don’t seem to contra-
dict someone else’s journey or I 
don’t seem to fit in certain ste-
reotypes, such as being seen as 
an angry black woman.”

Although black students re-
main a minority on campus, 
Amara Neal ’22 attributes the 
small number of black students 
to a stronger sense of commu-
nity. 

“Coming from a place where 
there were no black people, 
I feel more included, even 
though I am still a minority on 
campus, it’s definitely better 
than being one of two black kids 
in my grade. So I feel like I get 
to embrace my culture more,” 
said Neal. 

According to Ndikum, it is 
important to acknowledge that 
a lot of leadership positions at 
Andover are held by black men 
and women. Additionally, Ndi-
kum emphasized that celebrat-
ing Black History Month recog-
nizes the contributions of black 
culture and arts to mainstream 
society. 

“It’s critical to celebrate 
Black History Month through 
the form of black arts because 
black arts is essentially black 
culture. Black culture is cur-
rently mainstream culture, 
starting dances and music and 
the way you present yourself to 
hoop earrings to getting braids 
done. I think we have to ac-
knowledge the root to many 
of America’s trends back to 
black culture and at Andover, 
it’s crucial because we are at 
an institution that wasn’t made 
for black students. We came to 
this institution and we are tak-
ing the ropes... I am so proud to 
be black at [Andover] because I 
know I am paving the way for 
future black students to come 
here and do the [expletive] 
thing,” said Ndikum.

LAURA OSPINA &
WILLIAM YUE

Tracing the History and Legacy of Black Students at Andover

COURTESY  OF MIKE GALLAGHER

Mike Gallagher ’20
REPORTING BY ANANYA MADDURI & MAX GUAN

Af-Lat-Am Hosts Forum for Athletes of Color

(L to R) Ray Shoemaker ’20, Tulio Marchetti ’21, Sadie Cheston-Harris ’20, Annalisa Urena ’23, Adaeze Izuegbunam 
’20, Victoria Kadiri ’20, Niya Harris ’21, and Jessica Scott ’20 participated in the panel. 

AMARA NEAL /THE PHILLIPIAN

On Friday, February 21, the Af-
ro-Latinx-American Society (Af-Lat-
Am) hosted a forum for athletes of 
color in the Borden Memorial Gym. 

This panel was created for ath-
letes and coaches of color to share 
their experiences in athletics at An-
dover. The event featured 13 student 
and three faculty panelists, along 
with performances by SLAM and 
JVNE and a game of knockout run 
by Blue Key Heads Mark Witt ’20 
and Jed Heald ’20. 

Af-Lat-Am board member Hen-
rique Chamon ’21 came up with the 
idea for the forum as a way for ath-
letes of color like himself to discuss 
their experience.

“Being an athlete of color on this 
campus is something I personally 
have not been able to talk about that 
much, so I wanted this event to be 
a chance for us to share our experi-
ences to the greater Af-Lat-Am and 
Andover community,” said Chamon.

Despite originally intending to 
end at 10 p.m., the conversation 
continued into Senior Hour, with 
the Seniors and faculty staying until 
sign-in.

“The conversation we had was re-
ally good, and the panelists did such 
a great job throughout the night. 
Hopefully, if we do this event again 
in the future, we can make it even 
better,” said Chamon.

Editor’s Note: Henrique Chamon 
is the Chief Financial Officer of The 
Phillipian.

STAFF REPORT
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OVERHEARD 
In Silent

The Week’s Top Headlines

•	 Listening to Old Taylor Swift During       
Finals Week an Indicator of Impending 
Mental Breakdown, Experts Say 

•	 Spring Term is Light at the End of Very 
Small, Foggy Tunnel  

•	 Even PA Dems Admits Library Feminism 
Puzzle is Getting Old 

•	 Fluctuating Temperatures this Week Mean 
Global Warming’s… Real? 

•	 Phillipian Investigative On Correlation  
Between Looming Spring Break and 
Amount of Girls Eating Crouton-Less  
Salads 

Dodgeball Tournament 
Brings Students From All 
Across T-House Together

This dodgeball tour-
nament was by far the 
best sponsored Saturday 
night event so far this 
year. I arrived there with 
my team of all freshmen: 
seven girls, and one oblig-
atory French House boy 
trying to date all of us. We 
wanted to win the whole 
thing, so we walked in at 
exactly 7:45 for our dy-
namic warm up. Just as we 
were finishing up our arm 
circles, the clock struck 
8:05 and they came in. 
The upperclassmen. Tall-
er, Lululemon-clad, and 
further through puberty, 
they were the most intim-
idatingly sexy creatures I 
had ever seen. I would let 
them throw their balls at 
me all day. Our first-round 
matchup was against the 
“we are all wearing differ-
ent knockoff Lower Mer-
ion Kobe jerseys and just a 
little too much eyeblack” 
team. I saw my EBI Upper, 
but I didn’t talk to her. She 
looked like she was flirt-
ing with one of the guys 
on the team like she does 
with the cluster dean lead-
ing the class. My team-

mate Jenna threw one tim-
id pass at them, and then, 
like mink population in 
the 1920s, we were pelted. 
Although the physical 
pain of their throws was 
excruciating, it did not 
amount to the humiliation 
of being spat on by their 
well-dressed manager as 
he laughed at our match-
ing camo headbands. Our 
next opponent in the con-
solation round was the “I 
drank muscle milk before 
breast milk...and 1 girl” 
PG team. I think they re-
ally misinterpreted the 
rules of the game because 
as we took the court they 
crossed over the line and 
started kicking us and pro-
ceeded to punch the ball, 

saying “you’re next.” They 
were quickly held back by 
the unenthused teaching 
fellows chaperoning the 
event, but we still lost the 
game somehow? The last 
team we played was the 
“We do everything ironi-
cally and only try until we 
look unattractive” team. 
Even without a coordinat-
ed outfit, they all looked 
ready for an “impromp-
tu” VSCO photoshoot. 
I’m not really sure how it 
happened, but they beat 
us too! At the very end of 
the night, I tried to say hi 
to one of the Upper base-
ball players and in return 
he spit on my Haphazard 
Nike Air Force One’s...but 
hey! He looked at me!!!!

LOULOU SLOSS

Go Sports!!!

“Business Is Booming”

In just the third week 
since The Phillipian 
turned over, our beloved 
publication has gone vir-
tually under. What was 
once an iconic institu-
tion of the PA campus is 
now, quite sadly, broke. 
UM’s been  forced to cut 
corners,  and the tradi-
tional newsroom space in 
the Morse basement has 
been replaced with an 
empty Fuess room. The 
latest issue was print-
ed from the one-sided 
SamPhil student print-
er. Every section at The 
Phillipian was extreme-
ly disappointed about 
this series of changes...
all except one. Business. 

You know those sleaze-
balls: Ava “Wolf of Wall-
street” Long, Henrique 
“No Non-Varsity Quotes” 
Chamon, and Sean 
“Cashmere” Meng. While 
most sections have been 
suffering from extreme 
cutbacks, on February 
the 17th, Business rolled 
up to Redline in match-
ing diamond Rolexes and 
Golden Goose high tops. 
Oh, and three pizzas for 
45 people. Where’d the 
other three pizzas go, 
Henny? Into your bank 
account? Ava and Sean, 
lips newly plump from 
Botox, looked like quite 
the outfit of criminals. 
We, as a publication that 
prides itself on being 
truthful and transpar-
ent, refuse to tolerate a 

group of such terrible 
individuals. That being 
said, the Eighth Page is 
more than a little insult-
ed we weren’t invited 
to partake. As the most 
morally degenerate of all 
the sections (at least, un-
til recently), the fact that 
Business didn’t think 
of us is, frankly, insult-
ing. Now, in the hissiest 
of fits, the Eighth Page 
will be seceding from the 
Phillipian and starting 
our own newspaper, Fun-
ny Revere II, unless a new 
desktop or its equivalent 
cash value are in our cor-
ner by Monday morning. 
You have our demands.

STAFF

WRITE FOR THE EIGHTH PAGE!
email lrademacher21, 

ksimard21, or hkatkavich21

Ben Fu/The Phillipian
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crab rave is 
back

ANDOVER / EXETER DAY 2020

Andover Girls Basketball will 
face Phillips Exeter Academy for 
the second time this season on 
Saturday after winning 55-32 in its 
first match-up during the Christ-
mas Tournament in December. 

Co-Captain Claire Brady ’20 
said “I think we played really well 
against them then, but during my 
time at Andover, the [Andover/Ex-
eter] games can always sway based 
on the momentum, so I think it 
will be really exciting that we have 
a home game this year. It’s also one 
of the later games, so hopefully it 
will be a good turnout and really 
good, positive energy, but I think 
the team feels pretty confident go-
ing in.”

According to Brady and Maya 
Shkolnik ’21, the energy of this 
game should be much better than 

that of the last match-up.
“The last time we played Exeter 

was the Christmas Tournament, 
it’s a tough one because it’s right 
before winter break, everyone is 
exhausted, it tends to be pretty 
low-energy compared to A/E, so I 
think it will be really fun and really 
exciting,” said Brady.

“I think a lot about A/E is just 
having the energy and kind of just 
having a really good game play-
ing-wise but also as a team and be-
ing there for each other. So, we’ve 
worked a lot to start warming up 
for our games with a lot of inten-
sity and energy and I think that 
will really help us this game,” said 
Shkolnik.

Brady noted that one of the 
team’s main goals is to “play up” 
to its opponents and stay strong 
throughout.

“Earlier in the season, we would 
kind of play to be [to] level of our 

opponent, and I think we have 
gotten a lot better at distinguishing 
what our game is and being able to 
control a game depending upon 
who we are playing. I would say 
just play our game and make sure 
that we are dominating so that 
they play to our level instead of us 
playing to theirs.”

The team is also looking to 
maintain its composure and make 
smart decisions, according to 
Shkolnik. 

“It’s our seniors’ last game. I 
think it’s just really important that 
we are just playing together and 
getting good shots instead of tak-
ing [the] first open shot we have 
and like just having really good ball 
movement,” said Shkolnik.

The team will carry its momen-
tum to the A/E game on Saturday, 
and hopes to continue playing to 
its strengths to secure the win.

AVA SULLIVAN

Andover Enters A/E Matchup with 
Three-Game Win Streak

In its last home A/E matchup two years ago, Andover won 5-4 in overtime.
AMARA NEAL /THE PHILLIPIAN

After losing 6-3 to Phillips 
Exeter Academy earlier this 
season, Andover Boys Hockey 
looks to rebound with a win this 
upcoming Saturday. The team 
currently holds a 10-17 record 
and is fresh off of a 3-0 shut-out 
against BB&N.

According to Lucas Brown 
’22 and Assistant Coach Stephen 
Silversides, the emotional im-
pact of a victory against Exeter 
on Saturday will stretch all the 
way into Andover’s next season.

In an email to The Phillipi-
an, Silversides wrote, “Games 
against Exeter are always im-
portant as they are one of our 
oldest rivals. Saturday’s game, 
in particular, is meaningful be-
cause a win would allow the 

team to carry valuable momen-
tum into next season.”

“I think it’s really important. 
It sets the tone for next season 
because we want to leave [this 
season] on a high note and pick 
up on a high note,” Brown add-
ed.

The is looking to use the 
unique atmosphere at Satur-
day’s game to its advantage, ac-
cording to Shane Shelest ’22.

Shelest said, “I feel like being 
at the home barn will help us 
because we will have the fans 
rooting for us, and I think that it 
will get us going. I think we just 
have to get a good start and set 
the tone early, and I think that 
will help a lot.”

According to Silversides, the 
team will try its best not to get 
distracted by the occasion and 

will focus on playing its own 
game.

“On Saturday, we need to stay 
disciplined in what is certain 
to be a highly emotional game; 
we are at our best when we can 
play 5-on-5 hockey. Addition-
ally, every player on our bench 
will need to outwork the Exeter 
players they match up against 
on the ice. We need to win the 
little battles and play for the 
name on the front of our jerseys 
in order to be successful,” wrote 
Silversides.

According to Chris Hocevar 
’21, the team is heavily antici-
pating its match against its rival.

Hocevar said, “We’re all 
ready. We’re all psyched. We’re 
trying to get a big win, and we’re 
focused on playing well as a 
team and working together.”

JAY AZIABOR

With a record of 14-7-1, Ando-
ver Girls Hockey is looking to beat 
Phillips Exeter Academy to bet-
ter its chances at clinching a spot 
in the Elite 8 bracket for playoffs. 
With last year’s 2-1 victory, Ando-
ver has been undefeated against 
Exeter for the last six years.

According to Anne Averill ’23, 
the game against Exeter will de-
termine the team’s bracket and 
rank for playoffs. With this added 
incentive, the team has a better 
understanding of what it will take 
to win.

Averill said, “We’re looking to 
be in the top eight for the Elite 8 
Playoffs, which is the best tour-
nament that you can be in. We 
have to win our next game which 
means that we have to beat Ex-
eter to stay in the Elite 8, other-
wise we’re going to be in the large 
school playoffs…  I feel like we un-
derstand that now, whereas at the 

beginning of the season, we took a 
few games too lightly and felt like 
we could just walk through them. 
Now everyone understands that 
this is the last playoffs push, and 
we’re ready to make it.”

Andover will need to work on 
their offensive strategies to count-
er Exeter’s aggressive and consis-
tent defense, according to Rachel 
Neyman ’22.

Neyman said, “I still think that 
we need to work a little bit more 
on our power plays.  I wouldn’t 
say we’re nervous about it, but it’s 
definitely something we can work 
on heading into Exeter so that we 
can have a consistent power play. 
Exeter makes nice passes and they 
have a strong defense, so we’re 
going to have to work hard in the 
offensive zone to work well with 
each other.  They’re also an aggres-
sive team. All of the players know 
how to use their bodies and shield 
you from the puck.”

In preparation for Exeter, An-
dover has deliberately focused on 
the mental aspect of the game, ac-

cording to Averill.  
“I think that one of our main 

focuses in the last couple of games 
has been being prepared.  We’ve 
been trying to get to the rink early 
and start thinking about the game 
in the morning so that when we hit 
the ice, we’re as mentally ready as 
possible and that translates to be-
ing physically ready as well,” said 
Averill. 

According to Co-Captain So-
phia Merageas ’20, having not 
faced Exeter at home since 2018, 
Andover plans to ride the energy 
from family, friends, and fans to a 
victory.

Merageas said, “Playing at 
home is definitely going to help 
our team. We feed off of excite-
ment from the fans and from our 
parents and friends, so having a 
lot of support and enthusiasm at 
the rink is going to be huge for us. 
I think we’ll flourish at our home 
ice, and hopefully that will lead to 
success.”

Andover will host Exeter this 
Saturday at 2:00 p.m.

KIERA SUH

Andover Looks To Defeat Exeter 
for 7th Consecutive A/E Win

Andover will look to carry its momentum after defeating Exeter 2-1 last 
year during A/E.

AMARA NEAL/THE PHILLIPIAN

GIRLS HOCKEY - 2:00 p.m.

GIRLS BASKETBALL - 5:30 p.m.

Winning five out of its last 
seven games, Andover Boys 
Basketball looks to carry its 
winning ways into its game 
against Phillips Exeter Acade-
my on Saturday during Ando-
ver/Exeter Weekend.

Exeter is a formidable op-
ponent this year, with a record 
of 15-5, compared to Ando-
ver’s 13-10 record.

Having lost two years in a 
row at Andover/Exeter, the 
team will look to come out 
strong and utilize its home-
court advantage to gain an 
energy boost, according to 
Co-Captain Dallion Johnson 
’20.

“We’ve got to come out at-
tacking first. We cannot let 
them dictate our success. We 
have to punch them in the 
mouth and make them un-
comfortable. We have to show 
them that this is our house 
and we’re ready to fight,” said 
Johnson.

Heading into the weekend 
with a three-game winning 
streak, Andover will focus on 
maintaining a winning atti-
tude, according to Johnson.

Johnson continued, “We 
have to play hard all of the 
time. The whole game, not 
just one half… We definite-
ly have to play our hardest. 
We have to play together and 
communicate with each other. 
We need very few mistakes. 

But mainly, we have to make 
the winning plays.”

According to Johnson, this 
will also be a special game for 
the team’s Seniors, who may 
be playing their last basketball 
game at Andover.  

“It’s my last home game 
ever. It’s my last A/E day. It’s 
my Senior year. It could be 
the last high school basketball 
game I ever play. So I have to 
make the most of it. It has to 
be memorable. I’ve got to give 
it my all. No plays off. Have to 
do whatever it takes to win,” 
said Johnson.

Andover will face Exeter at 
home at 3:30 p.m. this Satur-
day.

JACK PEARLSON

Boys Basketball to Face Exeter 
for First Time This Season

Andover anticipates a competitive game against Exeter, the defend-
ing Nepsac Class A Champions.

SHAHINDA BAHNASY/THE PHILLIPIAN

BOYS BASKETBALL - 3:30 p.m.

Heading to this weekend, the team holds a 13-11 record against Exeter’s 
4-18 record.

ARIANA WHITE/THE PHILLIPIAN

BVH Hopes for Victory Over Exeter 
After Early Season Loss

BOYS HOCKEY - 4:10 p.m.



Trailing by two points with 
only three minutes left in its 
game against Pingree, Andover 
Boys Basketball Co-Captain 
Dallion Johnson ’20 hit a deep 
three-pointer to bring the team 
up by one point. Andover went 
on to beat Pingree 63-60 this 
past Friday and then defeated 
Deerfield Academy 74-51 this 
past Wednesday. The team’s re-
cord currently stands at 13-10.

According to Head Coach 
Terrell Ivory ’00, Andover 
played well with little coaching 
against Pingree, as Ivory let the 
players control the court.

“[The game] got closer than it 
probably should have been after 
we had been up double-digits 
multiple times during the game. 
It was a tough situation and I let 
them play a little bit. I left it up 
to them to dig themselves out of 
the hole that they created and 
they did that,” said Ivory.

In addition to Johnson’s bas-
ket, both Henry Meyers PG’20 
and Nick Thomas ’21, among 
others, had several clutch offen-
sive and defensive plays down 
the stretch, according to Ivory.

In its victory against Deer-

field, Andover started strong 
and finished with the same in-
tensity. A large key to its success 
was the team’s ability to score, 
according to Johnson, as Ando-
ver put up 74 points, more than 
16 points above the team’s sea-
son average.

“Offensively, we did really 
well. We were taking good shots 
and we were moving the ball re-
ally well and getting everyone 
involved. We ended up getting 
our bench players in at the end 
which is always good, so every-
body played,” said Johnson.

After narrowly missing the 
playoffs last year, the team’s 
win against Deerfield clinched 
Andover a spot in the playoffs.

Heading into its final game 

against Phillips Exeter Acade-
my and the playoffs, the team 
looks to continue to produce 
victories through its increas-
ingly strong defensive game, ac-
cording to Ray Shoemaker ’20.   

“Everything can always im-
prove, but [if ] we can just get 
our defense to be sound and 
[fire] on all cylinders, we can be 
entering this weekend’s game 
ready, as well as playoffs, and 
hold the championship. If we 
are able to produce the same 
level in which we played today, 
I am confident we can perform 
well at playoffs,” said Shoemak-
er.

The team will compete 
against Phillips Exeter Acade-
my at home this Saturday. 

BOYSSQUASH

Boys Squash Finishes Seven Places Higher at Nationals Than Last Year

After placing eighteenth in 
the country last season, An-
dover Boys Squash beat teams 
that it had previously lost to, 
placing eleventh in the 2020 
Head High School Nation-
al Championships this past 
weekend. Andover fell to Bel-
mont Hill 5-2, beat St. Paul’s 
5-2, lost to Bronxville 4-3, and 
defeated Pingry 7-0 over the 
course of four days.

According to Head Coach 
John Roberts, the team’s over-
all play has improved through-
out this season and the previ-
ous season, allowing it to place 
higher than last year.

“Every year, we’ve been im-
proving placement-wise. A 
couple years ago, we were at 
the bottom of [Division II], and 
now we just came in eleventh 
in the country in [Division I]. 
We were seeded to place about 

eleventh, so we finished where 
we were supposed to. I think 
next year and the following 
year, we’ll do even better in 
[Division I],” said Roberts.

Andover’s strength as a team 
came from its ability to play 
as a collective unit and sup-
port each other on and off the 
court, according to Siddhant 
Sinha ’21.

Sinha said, “I’m quite proud 
of our performance. I’m happy 
with the way that we all sup-
ported each other through the 
matches… [and] the unity we 
showed as a team.”

A standout player during the 
tournament was Arthur Nguy-
en ’22, who not only won every 
match but also defeated a seed 
higher than himself.

“Arthur Nguyen definitely 
stood out the most. Obviously 
he was undefeated, but he had 
a really big match against Bel-
mont Hill to number three. He 
was seeded to lose, but he end-
ed up winning 3-0, so that was 

a pretty big win for him,” said 
Cody Comyns ’22.

According to Roberts, the 
team performed well on the 
court and demonstrated good 
sportsmanship during its four 
matches.

“I’m most proud of how they 
carry themselves on and off the 
court. Whilst squash is import-
ant, their behavior is always 
respectful in high pressure sit-
uations and when around each 
other,” said Roberts.

Andover looks to place even 
higher in the 2020-2021 season 
but will miss current Seniors 
Captain Jack Lee ’20, Steve 
Nam ’20, and Will Yun ’20, ac-
cording to Sinha.

Sinha said, “It’s obvious-
ly nice to finish in the season 
top eleven in the country, but 
we’re going to miss our seniors 
a lot next season. Towards the 
end of the season, we realize as 
a team that we’re coming to an 
end.”

LUKE BOSHAR

Steve Nam ’20 played sixth-seed at Nationals and won  two out of his three 
matches.

ETHAN ELLSWEIG/THE PHILLIPIAN

Boys Basketball Clinches Playoff Berth With 
Wins Against Pingree and Deerfield

LUKE BOSHAR
& NICOLE LEE

Andover Competes at 
New England Championships

Captain Alex Fleury ’20 dashed 
passed a Phillips Exeter Academy 
runner in the 800-Meter Race, 
beating him by .2 seconds and win-
ning the race for Andover this past 
Sunday in the Usatf New England 
Championships held at Harvard.

The team competed against 
several other Nepsta schools, club 
programs, collegiate programs, 
and other unattached athletes, and 
still managed to reach its greatest 
potential, according to Fleury and 
Glen Cahilly ’23. 

Fleury said, “Everybody per-
formed really well, especially 
against a different environment of 
competition that we’re not used to. 
Club runners, club throwers, club 
sprinters, a few colleges mixed in 
there, Exeter was there, they’re ob-
viously very good, and there were a 
lot of other unattached high school 
athletes. I think that everyone re-
sponded really well to the level of 
competition and did really well in 
their events.” 

Cahilly added, “We all raced 
really [strongly], I’d say especially 
the sprinters. There were a ton of 
[personal records] and a ton of su-
per good rankings.”

The team’s success at Harvard, 
as well as throughout the rest of 
the season, can be attributed to 
its strong leaders and coaches, ac-
cording to Fleury and Cahilly.

Fleury said, “I feel that every-
one, in whatever event they do or 
have done, has progressed really 

well under all of the coaches that 
we have. All of them are so ded-
icated to spending time with us 
individually and I think that builds 
really good relationships…The 
coaches are always there to help us 
and support us and give us training 
that really sets us up well to peak 
and perform well at these really 
competitive meets.” 

Cahilly said, “I think the team 
was really strong and it’s in part 
due to the really good leadership 
from Alex Fleury, who was a stellar 
example of being a strong athlete 
who...just showed us that consis-
tent and persistent work serves 
you well.”

According to Fleury, the 
strength that the team showed at 
the meet shows promise for the fu-
ture of Andover Track & Field.

Fleury said, “We’re a strong 
team, evidently by the results. 
You can see that we’ve got a lot 
of depth in a lot of different areas 
and I think that speaks really well 
for the future of [Andover Track 
& Field] because we’ve got a pret-
ty young team right now. I see a 
lot of young leaders on this team 
that are ready to lead the future 
of [Andover Track & Field], and 
young leaders who are very strong 
right now. Seeing these younger 
student athletes [who compete] 
at these big meets and the young-
er athletes who didn’t compete at 
this meet, going forward we’ll have 
a community that fosters a lot of 
success.”

The team has finished compet-
ing in races this season.

JUSTIN HARDY

Pingree

FRIDAY

Andover

60

63

BOYSBASKETBALL

BOYSINDOORTRACK&FIELD

Against Deerfield, Co-Captain Matteo Whelton ’20 played his first game 
of the season since tearing his ACL last summer.

SHAHINDA BAHNASY/THE PHILLIPIAN

Girls Squash Places 7th at 
Nationals, Second Best Finish 

in Team’s History

In 53 minutes, first seed Chel-
sea Cho ’21 won a decisive match 
in five sets, securing the fourth 
victory for Andover that sent the 
team to the quarter finals of the 
U.S. High School Team Squash 
Championships. Andover Girls 
Squash entered the tournament 
in the ninth seed to twelfth seed 
category and ultimately placed 
seventh overall in the Division I 
bracket.

In the first round, the team 
defeated the seventh seed 
Springside Chestnut Hill Acad-
emy 4-3. Andover went on to 
fall to second seeded Baldwin 
School 0-7, placing the team into 
the consolation draw in conten-
tion for fifth to eighth place. In 
the last two matches, Andover 
lost to Deerfield 6-1 and defeated 
Lawrenceville 4-3.

According to Mariam Elk-
heshen ’21, the team performed 
well during the entire tour-
nament despite finishing its 
matches at 11:45pm on Saturday.

“Before we actually went to 
the tournament, [Head Coach 
Jenny Elliott ’94] told us that 
we really want to work hard 
and reach a higher position than 
ninth. Everyone was so on top of 
it. The courts were really differ-
ent than the ones here, but we all 
managed to play well and put it 
all out there. We were all cheer-
ing and supporting each other, 
which is something that helped 
all of us play better and push 
harder even though we were all 
very tired,” said Elkheshen.

The efforts of the bottom 

half of the ladder were vital to 
the team’s success, according to 
Katherine Bell ’22.

Bell said, “We have a much 
stronger team this year, and 
we’ve especially gotten stronger 
on the bottom half of the ladder. 
This year, the entire team was 
strong and motivated, which 
made for a good and fun season.”

According to Elliott, the 
team’s ability to overcome phys-
ical and mental exhaustion led 
to its impressive finish.

“In previous years, we had 
finished as high as number six, 
so we even had a stronger fin-
ish then; but this one, because 
we finished better than anyone 
had anticipated, was just really 
exciting,” said Elliott. “I think in 
terms of playing multiple match-
es in a day, it for sure affects your 
mental and physical energy, and 
fatigue is a real factor, so we’ve 
been working hard on our phys-
ical stamina and fitness, trying 
to avoid injuries and feel like we 
can work really hard even when 
our legs are really tired.”

The team looks to continue 
its momentum from Nationals 
into Andover/Exeter and Inter-
schols, the last two matches of 
the season, according to Cho.

“We played Exeter earlier this 
season and won 7-0, so we’re 
looking forward to that as our 
last match of the season. I think 
we are just looking to keep sup-
porting one another and being 
together as this exact team one 
last time. It’s basically the end 
of the season, and we just want 
to make the best of it and make 
sure we are there for each oth-
er,” said Cho.

NICOLE LEE

GIRLSSQUASH

Deerfield

WEDNESDAY

Andover

51
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WRESTLING

Co-Captain Marisol Nugent ’20 Goes 3-0, 
Becomes Andover’s Second-Ever 

National Prep Champion

In the first ever girls division 
in the National Prep Wrestling 
Championships, Andover Wres-
tling Co-Captain Marisol Nu-
gent ’20 pinned all three of her 
opponents, including the num-
ber two ranked girls wrestler 
in the nation, en route to a first 
place finish in the 142-lb weight 
class. After tearing her ACL last 
year, Nugent worked her way 
back to become Andover’s sec-
ond ever wrestler to win the 
National Prep Championships.

According to Nugent, all of 
her hard work and training paid 
off when she was able to lift the 
first-place trophy.

“The girl that I wrestled with 
in the finals, I’ve been trying to 
get a match up with for the past 
year and a half so I was waiting 
for that and trained really hard 
for it. When I tore my ACL last 
year, I was pretty determined 
that I was going to come back 
and win a National title a year 
later and so it was a good feeling 
to succeed,” said Nugent.

Head Coach Kassie Archam-
bault ’06 added, “Marisol has 
had her sights set on a national 
championship for over a year. It 
was what she focused on while 

recovering from her ACL tear, 
which ended her season early 
last year. Since she had already 
pinned the number one seed in a 
previous tournament, we knew 
this was an attainable goal… She 
got the job done, and upset the 
number one seed in the finals to 
become champion,”

According to Nugent, the ad-
dition of a girls division was an 
initiative she helped fight for, 
believing that it’s a step in the 
right direction for the future of 
girls wrestling.

“I have spoken to a lot of 
people in the past couple years 
to get the division approved… I 
mean it’s a big deal because this 
year, there was a relatively small 
turnout but I think if you build 
it and give girls more wrestling 
opportunities, the numbers will 
go up within the next couple 
years,” said Nugent.

At the tournament, which 
took place last Friday and Sat-
urday at Lehigh University, 
teammates Colin Nugent ’23 
and Nick Buehler ’21 also com-
peted for Andover, falling in the 
round of 16 and round of 32, re-
spectively.

According to Buehler, Colin 
Nugent’s strong performance 
against some of the top wres-
tlers in the country was proof 
that he will be able to grow into 
a top wrestler in his time at An-

dover.
“Colin walked into National 

Prep as a freshman and butted 
heads with some really good 
wrestlers, and came out 2-2; 
he’s done amazingly and I’m re-
ally excited to see him work in 
the next couple years. All of us 
think he’s got a very bright fu-
ture with National Preps,” said 
Buehler.

“Colin Nugent was seeded 
12th for his weight class in the 
high school division. For a lot 
of wrestlers, even winning one 
or two matches is a big deal at 
a national tournament. Colin 
won his first match with a quick 
pin… He made it to the round of 
16. He has tremendous potential 
to do well at this tournament in 
the future,” added Archambault.

Ending the year with a strong 
performance at Nationals, the 
team looks to ride that momen-
tum into next year, according to 
Buehler.

“As a closer to the season, 
National Prep gave me some-
thing bigger to work towards in 
the off season.. Plus, we came 
out of Nationals with the first 
National Prep champion in the 
brand-new women’s division of 
National Prep, Captain Mari-
sol Nugent. That’s a really nice 
note for the team to go out on,” 
said Buehler.

LUKE BOSHAR 
&  NICOLE LEE
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Co-Captain Grace Hitch-
cock ’20 out-touched a Phil-
lips Exeter Academy swimmer 
by .41 seconds to secure An-
dover’s third-string 200 Yard 
Free relay team’s win over Ex-
eter’s best relay team. Ando-
ver Girls Swimming & Diving 
defeated Exeter with a score 
of 104.5-81.5, bringing its re-
cord to 5-2. 

According to Co-Captain 
Jackie Rossi ’20, the 500 Me-
ter Freestyle was a particular-
ly memorable race, with Ve-
ronika Kisova ’23 beating the 
Exeter swimmers by a signifi-
cant distance. 

Rossi said, “The three peo-
ple we put into that heat came 
in before any of the Exeter 
people by a lot of distance. 
I think Veronika lapped all 
of them at least once, I think 
maybe one of them even twice. 
They were all staying pret-
ty close to each other, which 
shows the depth that we have 
on our team.”

Both the girls and boys 
teams defeated Exeter, creat-
ing a sense of team unity that 
translated into increased sup-
port for all the swimmers, ac-
cording to Hitchcock.

“I think that the team was 
also just incredibly supportive 
of each other. We always are, 
but I definitely noticed more 
of the girls cheering for the 
boys and vice versa, which is 
not something that happens 
at all of our meets, so it just 
kind of shows that the team 
as a whole was really there 
cheering each other on,” said 
Hitchcock. 

According to Rossi, many 
swimmers managed to out-
touch their opponents, help-
ing earn points that contribut-
ed to the team’s win. 

Rossi said, “A lot of what 
we’ve been focusing on this 
week in practice is basically 
trying to out-touch the peo-
ple next to you, so we’ve been 

working a lot on racing those 
last twenty-fives, and we defi-
nitely saw that happen today. 
A lot of the relays too, peo-
ple were out-touching at the 
last minute, which was really 
great and obviously got us a 
lot of points.”

Despite sickness and fa-
tigue from Easterns, the team 
managed to defeat Exeter, ac-
cording to Rossi and Hitch-
cock. 

Rossi said, “I think a lot 
of people are very tired right 
now, just [coming off of ] East-
erns because it’s a four-day 
commitment and it’s basically 
just racing the whole time… 
Today, we had a few of the 
girls just push through the 
race because it was Exeter, 
but a few others swam one 
race but stopped because they 
were feeling really bad and 
dizzy.”

Hitchcock added, “This 
meet kind of falls in a bit of a 
weird place in relation to our 
training and our champion-
ship meets… It messes with 
people’s training a little bit, 
just because we train really 
hard all the way through Jan-
uary, and a little bit into Feb-
ruary, then we rest for about 
a week for Easterns, and then 
you kind of have to get your 
body ready to train really hard 
again for another week…” 

Going into New Englands, 
the team hopes to ride it’s re-
cent success and keep a posi-
tive attitude about the meet, 
according to Gwen Empie ’21. 

“I think we’ve put in the 
work by now, so the main fo-
cus we should have going into 
New Englands is just keeping 
our mindset as positive as we 
can. [We need to] know that 
whatever happened before 
isn’t necessarily how New En-
glands is going to go. We have 
as good of a chance as any oth-
er team there if we keep up 
our spirits and swim as best as 
we can,” said Empie.  

Andover will next travel to 
Hotchkiss to compete at New 
Englands. 

Anne Averill ’23 skated past two 
of her opponents and then sniped 
her shot into the top corner, scor-
ing the first goal of the game against 
Worcester Academy. Andover Girls 
Hockey built on this momentum 
and defeated Worcester 4-0 on 
Saturday. This past Wednesday, 
the team defeated Loomis Chaffee 
3-2 in overtime, despite losing to 
Loomis 2-0 earlier in the season. 
The team’s record now stands at 
15-1-7.  

The team used its performance 
against Noble and Greenough in 
its previous game as motivation to 
play at its best against Worcester, 
according to Co-Captain Sophia 
Merageas ’20.

Merageas said, “We wanted to 
work off of our performance the 
previous Wednesday against No-

bles. We made really strong tape-
to-tape passes, and we were able to 
break the puck out of our defensive 
zone pretty well considering their 
constant pressure. I think carrying 
that into the game against Worces-
ter on Saturday was really pivotal. 
Also keeping the energy up even 
though Worcester is not as skilled 
[as] a team as Nobles was really 
important. We played our level of 
hockey and didn’t play down to 
them.”

According to Co-Captain Lil-
ly Feeney ’20, the team’s decisive 
victory against Worcester proved 
to be an important moment for the 
team, as it displayed its ability to 
score and capitalize on offensive 
opportunities.

“I think [Saturday’s] game was 
a big turning point for us because 
we’ve had some trouble scoring, 
and yesterday we scored four 
goals on a pretty good goalie. So 
that was something big for us to 
get confidence going into the last 
few games of the season. Another 
thing was that the game got pretty 
heated, and there were a lot of pen-
alties that were getting missed and 
the sportsmanship from the other 
team was not great, so I think us 
rising above that was something 
our coach was proud of,” said Fee-
ney.

Against Loomis, Anna Bargman 
’21 scored two of Andover’s three 
goals, one of which won the game 

in overtime. According to Oliva 
McManus ’23, as the energy on the 
ice increased, the team was able to 
score in the last minute of the third 
period to tie the score and push the 
game into overtime.

In an email to The Phillipi-
an, McManus wrote, “The major 
takeaway from Loomis is to apply 
a consistent effort throughout the 
game and we will then be able to 
play as a team at our full poten-
tial. Nearing the end of the Loomis 
game we were down by one goal 
with one minute left in the game. 
We pulled our goalie for a greater 
offensive opportunity and Olivia 
O’Brien scored. From there the 
energy of the team increased even 
more, which pushed the team to 
victory.”

Although Andover is capable 
of producing impressive plays, the 
team must still improve on playing 
to its fullest potential each game, 
according to Feeney.

Feeney said, “I think there is 
definitely more to come, but I think 
in terms of our upcoming games, 
we definitely have more to give. Ev-
eryone played well, but in terms of 
winning the league, we have to play 
even better, but I definitely think 
it’s in our reach.”

Andover will host Phillips Ex-
eter Academy this Saturday.

Girls Hockey Defeats Loomis in Overtime, 
Shuts out Worcester

Worcester

SATURDAY

Andover

0

4

GIRLSHOCKEY

Girls Swimming & Diving 
Defeats Exeter by 

Over 20 Points

TIFFANY TANG

GIRLSSWIMMING&DIVING

Loomis

WEDNESDAY

Andover
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Andover’s offense has scored a total of 61 goals this season. 
AMARA NEAL/THE PHILLIPIAN
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Swimming the 200-yard 
freestyle in 1:40.7 minutes, 
Max Hunger ’20 broke the 
Andover/Exeter meet record, 
contributing to an Andover 
Boys Swimming & Diving vic-
tory over Phillips Exeter Acad-
emy 102-70 on Wednesday. An-
dover’s dual meet record now 
stands at 7-0, with only the 
New England Championships 
(New Englands) remaining.

According to Trey Wolfe ’23, 
Andover was able to defeat Ex-
eter due to the team’s impres-
sive talent and depth.

“I think where we beat Ex-
eter today was our depth. Ex-
eter has a couple of very good 
swimmers, but at the end of 
the day, each swimmer can 
only swim two events. We have 
so many talented swimmers 
that we are not always able to 
take first in every event but 
could take second, third, and 
fourth, and that means a lot 
more,” said Wolfe. 

For Andover, the two-step 
dive was a valuable skill to 

have, as it helped the team get 
an early advantage in races, ac-
cording to Ralph Lam ’22.

“It is essentially right before 
you leave the block on a relay 
start, you take a few steps and 
then launch your body off the 
block. We have been practic-
ing that skill for quite a while, 
actually, and I think today the 
team, [by] putting in their hard 
work and practice and consis-
tently making sure they are 
getting all the details right, 
pulled it off really well,” said 
Lam. 

According to Wolfe, the 100-
yard breaststroke stood out as 
a very competitive race. 

“Christopher [Xia ’23] and 
Brandon [Garcia PG’20] did 
a really good job. They were 
both neck and neck until the 
end of the race and they both 
swam incredibly well,” said 
Wolfe. 

On the diving side, Zack 
Peng ’21 broke his own Ando-
ver/Exeter meet record from 
2018, achieving a score of 
306.8 points. 

Before the race, Head Coach 
David Fox highlighted the im-
portance of implementing all 

the skills the team had learned 
throughout the season, ac-
cording to Lam. 

“[Fox] said to make sure we 
maintain our focus, our dis-
cipline, and that we at least 
not drop our skills and our 
technique that we have been 
working on and that he’s been 
helping us work on for the past 
season,” said Lam. 

In preparation for New En-
glands this Saturday, the team 
needs to stay healthy and work 
on individual improvements, 
according to Hank Yang ’22.

“I think everyone knows 
what they have to work on in-
dividually. Right now, making 
sure that we get enough rest 
and eat well are things we will 
focus on. All the hard work 
has already been done, so right 
now we have to rest our bodies 
so we can swim fast for [New 
Englands].”

The team will travel to 
Hotchkiss on Saturday for 
New Englands.

Editor’s Note: Ralph Lam ’22 
is a Video Editor for The Phil-
lipian.

Boys Swimming & Diving Defeats Exeter, 
Breaks A/E Record

SARAH KARLEN

BOYSSWIMMING&DIVING

GIRLSINDOORTRACK&FIELD

Girls Indoor Track Finds 
Success at USATF 

New England Championships

Victoria Kadiri ’20 exploded off 
the blocks and sprinted her way to 
a third place finish in the 60-Meter 
Dash with a time of 7.91 seconds 
at the Usatf New England Cham-
pionships. Kadiri was joined by 
other selected athletes from Ando-
ver Girls Indoor Track & Field to 
compete against other high school 
and college competitors this past 
Sunday. 

The invitational meet took 
place at Harvard University, which 
featured a sloped-style collegiate 
indoor track with a straightaway 
inside the track, unlike the flat Sny-
der Center track.

Co-Captain Sadie Cheston-Har-
ris ’20 noted that Andover was able 
to provide support for the entirety 
of the team despite being in a cha-
otic, packed environment with 
many other athletes.

“This meet was an invitational, 
so it wasn’t just high schoolers, and 
there were a ton of people from 
different schools, so it was really 
private and hard for one team to 
overwhelm a ton of the space. We 
had a space along the finish line, so 
everyone from Andover was cheer-
ing on everyone from our team as 
they were passing the finish line 
for all their races, which was really 
nice,” said Cheston-Harris.

A notable last-minute decision 
was to switch Esme Huh ’22 into 
the 4x400-Meter Relay after Tessa 
Conrardy ’20 had to step down due 

to a recent illness. According to 
Conrardy, Huh was able to fill the 
role and help carry the relay team 
to a second place finish.

“Esme actually subbed into 
the 4x4 last-minute, which was 
a really intense race just to add at 
the end of your meet. I was actu-
ally supposed to run the 4x4, but 
Coach Hession made a day-of call 
because I had been sick with pneu-
monia for three weeks. So Esme 
jumped in and ran the 4x4, which 
is a really big commitment, and she 
did really well,” said Conrardy.

Cheston-Harris explained that 
the lively atmosphere was able 
to push the final relay team to a 
strong finish.

“I was in the [4x400] along with 
Lillie [Cooper ’21], Athalia [Esty 
’22], and Esme, and our team was 
cheering for us very loudly near 
the finish line, and we got second 
place,” said Cheston-Harris.

Kadiri, who will captain Ando-
ver Girls Outdoor Track & Field in 
the Spring, believes that the mo-
mentum and team connections 
will carry into the outdoor season 
this spring.

“Obviously, we have all gotten 
faster, but I think the team chem-
istry has taken us a step up and put 
us in a really good spot going into 
Outdoor and just continue to set 
the tone and really be one cohesive 
unit and cheer each other on as a 
team,” Kadiri said.

Editor’s Note: Lillie Cooper ’21 is 
a Sports Editor for The Phillipian.

CHARLIE FERGUSON

Henry Hearle ’20, Remy de Saint Phalle ’23, Co-Captain Eli Newell ’20, and 
Sam Gallaudet ’23 were all part of the Boys A Relay team this Wednesday.

COURTESY OF REMY DE SAINT PHALLE

Boys Hockey Comes Away with 
Two Crucial Wins Over Weekend

In the second period against 
BB&N, Will Hughes ’22 car-
ried the puck over center ice 
and slipped in between two 
defensemen before netting 
Andover’s second goal, leading 
Andover Boys Hockey to its 
tenth win of the season. Over 
the weekend, Andover defeat-
ed Brooks 7-5 and BB&N 3-0, 
but fell to Northfield Mount 
Hermon 4-2 on Wednesday. 
The team’s record now stands 
at 10-18.

Andover’s decisive win over 
Brooks snapped the team’s 
seven-game losing streak. An-
dover’s offense struggled in its 

games leading up to Brooks, 
but the team was able to put 
up seven goals. This offen-
sive burst was possibly due to 
the team’s cooperation on the 
ice, according to Head Coach 
Paul Tortorella ’80 and Lucas 
Brown ’22. 

“The forwards and the de-
fense were working in unison 
in all three zones,” said Tor-
torella. 

“We got a lot of chances. 
The offense played very well 
because we created a lot of 
chances for ourselves and got 
some shots on net,” added 
Brown. 

Beating both Brooks and 
BB&N was important to fin-
ishing the season strong, ac-
cording to Tortorella.  

“We certainly want to end 
the season strong, and this past 
weekend was the beginning of 
the end of the season. So it was 
important,” said Tortorella. 

Against both Brooks and 
BB&N, Andover played with 
a lot of energy for the whole 
game, according to Tortorella. 

“Something the team did 
well in both games was to get 
off to a good start on the open-
ing shift and bring intensity all 
three periods,” said Tortorella. 

Despite many of Andover’s 
players sidelined with inju-
ries, the team still held on in 
their game against NMH, ac-
cording to Brown.

“Against NMH, we got a lot 
of shots on net and played sol-
id defense which is what kept 
us in the game, even though 
we had a lot of people out,” 
said Brown

In preparation for its game 
against Phillips Exeter Acad-
emy, Andover will continue to 
work on creating opportuni-
ties on offense, according to 
Brown. 

Brown continued, “The 
main thing we want to keep 
working on is getting shots on 
the net. That is a big thing for 
us because we normally get 
outshot.”

As Andover prepares to face 
Exeter, the team wants to keep 
in mind its ongoing goal of 
representing the school well, 
according to Tortorella. 

“I think the mentality going 
into the final week is to make 
Andover proud of our commit-
ment to playing the best hock-
ey we can and to bring our 
very best to each remaining 
practice and game. That is the 
focus,” said Tortorella. 

Brown said, “Everyone 
knows that it’s a big game, so 
we want to compete and obvi-
ously win in front of the home 
crowd and take it to them.”

The team will face Exeter 
on Saturday for its final game 
of the season.

PRESTON WHITEHURST

BOYSHOCKEY

Andover
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Brooks
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5

BB&N
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Andover

0
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Andover

4

2

Nordic Finishes Strong at 
Nepsac Championships

Racing to the finish line, Sam 
Gallaudet ’23 finished in fourth 
place, helping Andover Nordic 
place sixth overall for boys while 
the girls placed fifth this past 
Wednesday at the Nepsac Cham-
pionships in Dorchester, N.H.. 

In addition to Gallaudet’s 
fourth place finish, Co-Captain 
Eli Newell ’20 placed eighth and 
Remy de Saint Phalle ’23 placed 
26th. On the girls side, Claire de 
Saint Phalle ’21 was Andover’s 
top finisher at 12th place, with 
Co-Captain Posie Millett ’20 and 
Kate Pfister ’21 placing 22nd and 
23rd, respectively.

According to Pfister, the team, 
especially the group of Seniors 
who raced for the last time, mo-
tivated itself by wanting to end 
the season on a positive note.

Pfister said, “I think the meet 
went really well. We had a few 
Seniors on this race who were 
pretty emotional because it was 
their last race. Everyone just 
gave it their all knowing it was 
the last race of the season… It 
was definitely a big race for the 
Seniors, both of our captains, Eli 
and Posie, it was their last race. 
They’ve both been doing it for 
a few years of skiing, as well as 
Henry [Hearle ’20]... I know on 
our relay team we were all like, 

‘Race for the Seniors.’”
Despite numerous challenges 

the team faced throughout the 
day, Andover still stayed positive 
and enjoyed the meet, according 
to Claire de Saint Phalle.

“The snow conditions were 
kind of difficult, it was pretty 
slow skiing, and the snow was 
very heavy which isn’t always 
fun to ski in, and we had to get 
up really early to get there, 
which was kind of rough, but we 
all had fun and enjoyed the day. 
It was a good note to end the sea-
son with,” said de Saint Phalle.

Leading up to this week’s 
competition, Andover took it 
easier in practice, relying on the 
hard work the team put in earli-
er in the season.

“The past couple weeks have 
kind of been winding down in 
practice, we had already done 
all of our conditioning earlier 
in the season, so at this point it 
was just depending on how hard 
we worked early on. This week, 
basically all we did was wax our 
skis and go on twenty minute 
runs. This week, and even last 
week, was winding down with 
shorter quicker workouts and 
less intensity,” said Pfister.

She continued, “Even though 
Andover didn’t get first, we all 
gave [the meet] everything we 
had and we’re really happy with 
how it went and how much work 
we put into this season.”

CHRISTINE MICHAEL

NORDIC

GIRLSBASKETBALL

Despite maintaining a con-
sistent ten-point lead through-
out the first half, Andover 
Girls Basketball was chal-
lenged by Holderness with a 
strong second-half comeback. 
After some strong plays in 
the fourth quarter, Andover 
secured a one-point win over 
Holderness on Wednesday. 

“It really came down to the 
end, which got exciting, but 

we could have had a lot more 
energy throughout the game. 
Faraway Wednesday games 
are tough,” said Co-Captain 
Claire Brady ’20.	

According to Brady, the 
team can improve its consis-
tency on offense.

“Moving around on offense 
is something we need to be 
more consistent with. There 
were times when there was a 
lot happening and times where 
it was just stagnant, so having 
fluidity throughout the game 
[is important],” said Brady.

Andover defeated both St. 
Paul’s and Hotchkiss at Sun-
day’s Eight Schools Tourna-
ment, outperforming its ex-
pectations after losing to St. 
Paul’s earlier in the season.

Maya Shkolnik ’21 attri-
butes the victories to improve-
ments in the team’s defense 
and communication.

Brady added, “We played 
St. Paul’s earlier in the season, 
and we actually lost to them, 
so it was really nice to redeem 
ourselves and prove that we 
could play a lot better than 

that.”
The team faced Phillips 

Exeter Academy once already 
this season and won, and 
Brady believes that the team’s 
tenacity on defense will help it 
achieve success against Exeter 
again this weekend. 

“We’re pretty good at pres-
suring the ball and jumping 
passes and getting turnovers,” 
said Brady.

“Earlier in the season, we 
would kind of play to the level 
of our opponent, and I think 
we have gotten a lot better at 

distinguishing what our game 
is and being able to control a 
game depending upon who 
we are playing. We did win 
our first game against Exeter, 
so this will be a really good 
match up again. I think it’ll be 
a really good, exciting game. 
Hopefully, we can get a win, 
but nothing is guaranteed, of 
course,” said Shkolnik.

Andover will face Exeter at 
home on Saturday.	

JAMES ISENHOWER

Andover Picks Up Three Wins on the Road

Dapa Conneely PG’20  is one of Andover Boys Hockey’s starting forwards.
AMARA NEAL/THE PHILLIPIAN
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CLUSTER BASKETBALL ALL-STARS

Sam Baxter-Bray ’20

Fueled by tofu stir-fry made with love 
by Nestor, Sam Baxter-Bray ’20 stands at 
a daunting 6’3” and has earned the title of 
Cluster Basketball All-Star for his crucial 
role on the Red Team.

Baxter-Bray began his competitive bas-
ketball career in middle school where he 
started on his eighth grade team, but unfor-
tunately did not quite make the cut for JV 
team his Lower year. Luckily, Baxter-Bray’s 
failure allowed for Cluster Basketball to gain 
a true hero.

Baxter-Bray said, “I started playing bas-
ketball in eighth grade, so I started playing 
a little bit later than a lot of kids… I didn’t 
make JV my Lower year, so I just decided 
not to try out for the team anymore. I still re-
ally wanted to play basketball, so I decided to 
play Cluster. I think Cluster is just a fun time 
to stop thinking about work for a little while 
and just go play with some friends.”

Due to his height, Baxter-Bray is an offen-
sive weapon, as he can always get a hand up 
for the rebound or put another two points on 
the board

Baxter-Bray said,  “I’m pretty tall, so I can 
just use my height to my advantage and just 
score over people or get rebounds over peo-
ple.”

According to Andrew Cohen ’20, a rival 
team member, all of the times that Cohen has 

faced the Red Team, Baxter-Bray had stood 
out from the rest of the players due to his ob-
vious skill set and game sense on the court.

“Sometimes [Baxter-Bray] goes out there, 
tries his hardest and puts up a few points a 
game, gets a couple boards. He’s really the 
only good player on the Red Team, but I’ve 
only played the Red Team a couple times,” 
said Cohen.

As if his impressive height wasn’t already 
enough, Baxter-Bray notes that he would 
value the ability to fly.

Baxter-Bray said, “If I could have any su-
perpower, I would just have flying. That’s 
pretty generic, but yeah, flying would be 
cool.”

KIERA SUH

ARIANA WHITE/THE PHILLIPIAN

Nash Johnson ’20

Known for his intimidating presence on 
the court, Nash Johnson ’20 utilizes all of 
his 7’4” frame to overpower his feeble oppo-
nents. Combined with his unmatched com-
mitment and sheer set of skills, the Cluster 
Basketball All-Star led the Lime Team to an 
appearance in the Cluster finals this past sea-
son.

Following in the footsteps of his idol, the 
late Kobe Bryant, Johnson believes that ex-
tensive preparation is a key component that 
fuels his dominance on the court.

“I show up to every Cluster game having 
hydrated profusely, and I start warming up at 
4:15 for our 5:00 game. I do at least 15 min-
utes of dynamic stretching, and I put up 100 
shots before I even think about competing. I 
then meditate and reach inwards to find my 
Mamba Mentality. #RIPKOBE #RIPGIGI 
#MayTheyRestInEternalPeace,” said John-
son. 

According to Johnson, with the help of his 
immense skill set, he is able to get under the 
skin of his opponents, comparing his game to 
the likes of current NBA greats.

“When we’re winning or we need to slow 
down the game, I’ll bring up the ball at a 
snail-like pace. I’ll bounce it way above my 
head to taunt my opponents, and it consis-

tently frustrates them. I’m a hybrid mix of 
Ben Simmons, Kristaps Porzingis, and Kevin 
Durant. I bring up the ball, dish it unselfishly, 
and put up buckets like it’s nobody’s busi-
ness,” said Johnson.

After being notified of his All-Star selec-
tion, Johnson expressed deep gratitude and 
demonstrated extreme humility.

Johnson said, “I was honestly surprised. 
It’s been a real team effort this year, and I 
thought my teammate Oliver Budiman ’20 
would earn it over me.” 

He continued, “Who am I kidding? Of 
course, I deserved it.”

JUSTIN HARDY

EMMA CHEUNG/THE PHILLIPIAN

Quincy Cunningham ’21

Known on the court as “The Defender,” 
Cluster All-Star Quincy Cunningham ’21 
brings energy and constant hustle to the Sny-
der Center courts for the Yellow Team. 

When asked what skills he brings to the 
court, Cunningham could have gone on for 
hours, but his true humility allowed him to 
solely list his key attributes of basketball 
prowess.

Cunningham said, “I’m pretty good at 
mid-range shooting and in the paint. I’m 
good defensively and at spreading the ball 
to get other people on the court involved. 
I try to be happy overall and I think that’s 
good energy that the team adrenaline tries to 
achieve.”

Despite his obvious dominance of the 
game, Cunningham stays humble on and off 
the court, forever touched to have received 
the nomination of Cluster Basketball All-
Star. 

“I think it’s pretty cool to get this title. I 
didn’t really know about it until you sent me 
the email. It feels good though. I know that 
at least three of my other team members de-
serve to get it as well, and I think it’s a great 
honor to have gotten it,” said Cunningham. 

However, Red Team member Sam Kalk-

stein ’21 disagrees with the selection, citing 
Cunningham’s lackluster performance com-
pared to his teammate, Sebastian Mexico ’21, 
popularly known as “Seb Mex.”

Kalkstein said, “Wait, why am I talking 
about Quincy? I thought I’m supposed to be 
talking about Cluster All-Stars… Wait, was 
he selected or what? Oh, he was?”

He continued, “I’m gonna be honest… 
Quincy danced in the background of Seb 
Mex because he carried Quincy on his 
back. He got clamped up too. His nickname 
around here is ‘0 for 24.’”

CHRISTINE MICHAEL

BECKET MCKEE/THE PHILLIPIAN

Harry Kahane ’20

Team Orange’s very own Harry Ka-
hane ’20, also known as “El Búfalo de 
Agua,” was a devastating force on the 
court, allowing him to be crowned 
Cluster Basketball All-Star. According 
to Kahane, his formulation of incred-
ible plays with Ogden Nutting ’20, in 
addition to his innate basketball talent, 
has made him an invaluable player.

“I was born holding a basketball; my 
first memory is of when I was four and 
dunked from the free-throw line. I love 
Cluster Basketball because, besides the 
opportunity to honor Kobe, I love the 
high stakes, the thrill of it all. My spir-
it animal, the water buffalo, awakens 
within me, ignited by the primal desire 
to compete,” said Kahane. 

When asked about his role on the 
Orange Team, Kahane made sure to 
emphasize his versatility on the team.

“[I’m the] point guard, shooting 
guard, power forward, small forward, 
center, and coach,” said Kahane.

In addition to acquiring the nick-
name “El Búfalo de Agua,” Kahane has 
also been called “The Honey Badger,” 
according to Nutting. 

“Harry’s nickname was ‘El Búfalo 
de Agua,’ after his spirit animal, the 
water buffalo, because of his persever-

ant mindset and consistent, successful 
in-game decision making. His other 
nickname, ‘The Honey Badger’ was in-
spired by the LSU and Cardinals safe-
ty, Tyrann Mathieu, because of Harry’s 
incredible ability to steal the ball and 
make defensive stops,” said Nutting.

Kahane believes his Cluster All-Star 
accolade stems from his unmatched 
leadership qualities and enthusiasm.  

Kahane said, “My enthusiasm and 
love for the sport [made me Cluster 
All-Star]. In my eyes, everyone that 
dares to pick up the basketball is an 
All-Star.”

CASSIDY SADOWSKI

ZADIA TURNER/THE PHILLIPIAN

Nick Picchione ’20

The self-proclaimed Steph Curry of the 
Black Team, Cluster Basketball All-Star Nick 
“Blazing Fire” Picchione ’20 dominates the 
court because of his impeccable style. 

Picchione said, “I always roll up with nice 
kicks. I’ve been wearing headbands, recent-
ly, which has turned into a signature. I think 
it contributes to the intimidation that our 
squad has, and if you look good, you play 
good. That’s how that works.”

Contributing more than just looks, Picchi-
one is also a prominent member of the team’s 
defense, preferring to defend against those 
twice his height and weight. 

“One game I was against this guy Mathis 
Webber [’20], and he’s probably like 170 
pounds and way bigger than me, and I was 
horrified to defend him. He kept trying to be 
aggressive, and I was playing defense very, 
very well and everyone kept patting me on 
the back for that. I like defending huge guys 
because they always don’t expect much and 
then I come out all ferocious and bad[exple-
tive],” said Picchione.

Picchione thrives on the competitive en-
ergy of Cluster Basketball, and he enjoys the 
ferocity with which players attack the games. 

“I would say that [my favorite part is] that 
it’s a pretty pointless activity and it’s at like 5 
p.m. In reality, no one really cares, but when 

you’re in the actual moment of it, everyone 
wants to rip each other’s head off and win.” 

He continued, “It’s so uber-competitive to 
the point where it’s somewhat hilarious, but 
everyone still keys into it and it’s just a crazy 
competitive environment and it’s super su-
per fun at the same time.”

Almost overwhelmingly enthusiastic in 
his responses, Picchione said that receiving 
the prestigious title of 2020 Cluster All-Star 
was a dream come true for him. 

“ I’ve always wanted to be a Cluster All-
Star. It’s been a dream since childhood, so 
I’m very, very grateful,” said Picchione.

TIFFANY TANG

GRACE WANG/THE PHILLIPIAN

Sekou Cisse ’21

With his unique game that resembles a 
mix of all the basketball greats, Sekou Cisse 
’21 was dominant on the Cluster Basketball 
courts all season. Although his team, the Blue 
Team, had an early exit in this year’s cluster 
ball playoffs, Cisse’s outstanding presence 
every day has earned him the title of Cluster 
Basketball All-Star. 

According to Cisse, his opponents fear his 
name and athletic prowess alike. 

“My name is feared throughout, and those 
who are against me feel lucky when subbing 
out… I’m a natural disaster coming your way 
with no course or direction, only destruc-
tion. I am the greatest intimidator through 
looks alone, and basketball players become 
basketball babies when overwhelmed by my 
presence,” said Cisse.

Cisse is relentless on both ends of the 
court, according to teammate Jack Fates ’22. 

“[Cisse] is an animal on the court. He 
fights for rebounds, drives through people, 
and always shoots his shot… He locks people 
up like he is Kawhi Leonard,” said Fates. 

Cisse added, “My defense is the best part 
of my game… I put the clamps on the biggest 
of people in Cluster Ball, and I just stop them 
every time. I once blocked a kid so hard he 
had to leave since I broke his pride. It was a 
sad day.” 

The Blue Team would be lost without his 

leadership and skill, according to Cisse. 
“Without me, my team is a disaster. I usu-

ally pull up to cluster ball late and see that 
my team is down by 30 points. It’s kind of a 
shame that I have to close the deficit myself, 
but it’s always fun. I have to dominate by 
dunking on the little boys of Cluster Ball, and 
it just feels too easy.” said Cisse. 

According to Cisse, he will have a busy 
off-season in order to prepare for next sea-
son. 

Cisse said, “I’ll be playing Cluster Ball 
next year, but not because I want to. I have to. 
The game understands that I am the greatest 
so it’s calling me back already.”

PRESTON WHITEHURST

MAYA LAI/THE PHILLIPIAN

Andrew Cohen ’20

Andrew Cohen ’20, often referred to on 
and off the court as Stephen Curry, Klay 
Thompson, Ray Allen, and even Michael 
Jordan, is a crucial asset to the Silver Team 
because of his outstanding shooting accura-
cy, quick feet, and raw talent. According to 
teammate Sam Baxter Bray ’20, he is techni-
cally an exceptional player on the court. 

“Andrew Cohen is pretty good at basket-
ball.  He can shoot really well. He’s also pret-
ty quick. He can get around people and shoot 
pretty well,” said Baxter-Bray.

According to Cohen, his shooting and de-
fensive skills are uncomparable and he often 
makes his opponents fall down because of 
his aggressiveness. 

“I’m definitely a sharpshooter so I’m ba-
sically willing to pull up from anywhere. 
It’s usually behind the three-point line even 
though it only counts for one point. You get 
style points for hitting those threes. I like 
doing the step-back move on the defenders, 
sometimes they fall over or sometimes they 
just try to block the shot, but I just shoot over 
them. I’m also a really good defender, I can 
basically lock down anybody I defend,” said 
Cohen. 

Due to Cohen’s illness, the absence of his 
“winning quality” prevented the team from 
advancing to the playoffs.

“In my last nine games of the season we 

went 9-0, then I was sick a week and the 
team fell apart. We lost in the first round of 
the playoffs. I would have returned if we had 
won, but I couldn’t make my great return 
because we lost. Unfortunately, without the 
winning quality I bring to the team, they fell 
apart,” said Cohen. 

Cohen credits his talent and his help to 
the team as the source behind each win. 

“I think it’s just that I’m more talented 
than everybody else, to be honest. I think 
walking in with a certain level of talent, and 
if you’re just that much better than every-
body else, it becomes easy to score 15 points 
a game and help the team win every game. 

SARAH KARLEN

MARCUS SAPPUPO/THE PHILLIPIAN

It’s that time of the year again: Cluster. Basket-

ball. All-Stars. In accordance with the admira-

ble Cluster Basketball tradition, we, The Phil-

lipian Sports, present your Cluster Basketball 

All-Stars. These fine young student-athletes 

have displayed the three S’s of Cluster Basket-

ball throughout the season: Spirit, Sportsman-

ship, and Swagger. 
Layout by Tulio Marchetti 
Graphics by Steph Yang
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GET READY!

PA Giving Day
3.25.20

It’s Andover’s annual day of giving back.  
Join the fun and festivities on campus!
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www.andover.edu/PAGD20
#PAGivingDay
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Arts&Leisure
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Beginning with several soft 
piano riffs, a lone alto saxo-
phone cuts through the air 
beginning a jazzy solo quick-
ly accompanied by a series 
of drums and processionion 
of trumpets and trombones. 
The instruments increase in 
volume until the accompani-
ment drops out, leaving the 
alto saxophone to end the 
piece with an improvisational 
phrase.

The piece, titled “Ana Ma-
ria” by Wayne Shorter, was 
one of six songs performed by 
the Academy Jazz Band last 
Friday in Cochran Chapel for 
their term-ending concert. 
The concert also included 
performances by the Armen 
Donelian Trio, a profession-
al Jazz Group consisting of 
professional pianist and com-
poser Armen Donelian, bass-
ist Dave Clark, and drummer 
George Schuller. The trio 
performed several pieces, in-
cluding a few original works, 
after the Jazz Band complet-
ed their repertoire.  

Donelian said, “I think 
the performance went very 
well. I’m very happy with the 
performance. The students 
played with a great deal of 
heart, and as far as our per-
formance, I felt we got better 
as it went along.”

Before the trio performed, 

the Academy Jazz Band per-
formed pieces including 
“Don’t Get Sassy” by Thad 
Jones arr. Mike Carubia and 
“Roll ‘em” by Mary Lou Wil-
liams, which were conducted 
by Peter Cirelli, Instructor 
in Music. “Ana Maria” was 
conducted by Donelian, who 
arrived on campus the day be-
fore the concert to work and 
rehearse with the ensemble.

Performer Harry Chan-
paiboonrat ’21 said, “De-
spite [Donelian’s] status as a 
professional pianist, he was 
humble in his conducting… 
[Donelian] pushed us to ex-
press ourselves particularly 
through our group improvi-
sation, which he incorporated 
during one of the songs in our 
performance.”

The audience cheered par-
ticularly loudly for the stu-
dent solos that Donelian con-
ducted. The Academy Jazz 
Band’s pianist, Ivan Betan-
court ’22, played several solos, 
one of which was conducted 
by Donelian. 

Audience member Maggie 
Kalkstein ’23, said, “I loved 
the piano solo in the piece 
Armen conducted. Not only 
was the music incredible, but 
I thought it was really cool to 
see the relationship between 
the longtime jazz profession-
al and young pianist and see 
the encouraging and inspired 
look in both [of ] their eyes.”

Synopsis
The Lees, a half-Caucasian, half-Chinese family consisting 
of parents Marilyn and James, and children Nathan, Lyd-
ia, and Hannah, live in small-town Ohio in the 1970s. Lyd-
ia is the middle child and the clear favorite of her parents. 
She is the daughter that both parents hope will fulfill the 
dreams and goals they each failed to reach. For Marilyn, 
her goal is making Lydia the the center of attention, for 
her to become a doctor with a promising career, rather 
than the homemaker that Marilyn wishes she hadn’t be-
come. On the other hand, James simply wants Lydia to fit 
in, since he has felt ostracized all his life.  When sixteen-
year-old Lydia’s body is found in the lake one morning, 
the family, once delicately held together by personal se-
crets, shatters. As each family member scrambles to un-
derstand what happened to Lydia, they come to examine 
their own complicated past, their relationships with each 
other, and figure out how or whether they can ever heal 
together as a family.

Hello and thank you for checking out this book 
review column! My name is Mudmee and I love 
reading. I am super excited to share some book 
reviews with you. I hope you’ll find them helpful 
and maybe even decide to pick up one of these 
titles. This week, I will be reviewing Celeste Ng’s 

debut novel, “Everything I Never Told You.”
“Before that she hadn’t realized how fragile hap-
piness was, how if you were careless, you could 

knock it over and shatter it.”- Celeste Ng

By Mudmee Sereeyothin

Everything I Never Told You 
by Celeste Ng

Rating: 10/10

Review
Ng’s debut novel, a product of six years of work, is an inti-
mate, haunting portrait of a family torn apart by tragedy 
and tensions that lurk beneath facades. Ng deftly weaves 
each family member’s stories together to create a tapestry 
of messy relationships, regrets, racial and familial tensions, 
and struggles with identity. Ng holds the reader in suspense 
with her piercingly beautiful prose. Her writing feels raw and 
honest, and she masterfully evokes emotions from readers as 
they sympathize, love, hate, and come to care deeply about 
each character. You feel the hurt and burdens that each char-
acter carries with them. I was in awe of the depth Ng brought 
to each character and the vividness with which she construct-
ed each character arc. I could not put this book down.
Verdict
A gripping, emotional, worthwhile read. 

Replicating a painting of 
two men in a river, Kayla Lang 
’22 arched back her head to 
mimic one man drowning as 
Myra Bhathena ’22 imitated 
the grim expression of the 
other man while clutching 
Lang’s shirt. After posing, 
they continued wandering 
around the museum to com-
plete the Identity Quest ac-
tivity, studying each painting 
and photograph as the sound 
of orchestral music and stu-

dent chatter floated from 
room to room. 

“We were just admiring the 
simple but clear emotion [dis-
played on the painting] when 
Myra had the idea to recreate 
the painting… I think a lot of 
the time people think that art 
is too sophisticated for them 
and so they don’t even bother 
coming to the gallery. Night 
at the Addison draws you to 
amazing galleries that you 
never thought of going to be-
fore, and lets you appreciate 
the art while having a lot of 
fun,” said Lang. 

The “Evolve”-themed annu-

al Night At the Addison Event 
was hosted last Friday at the 
Addison Gallery of American 
Art, organized by the Addi-
son Ambassadors. According 
to Addison Ambassador Kate 
MacLeod ’20, The Identity 
Quest was a scavenger hunt 
with questions that lead visi-
tors on a tour throughout the 
entire museum. Once a par-
ticipant completed the quest 
successfully, they would re-
ceive a sticker and enter a 
raffle to win an art print from 
the Addison collection. 

“We have [an] exhibit over 
there [that is about] the wil-
derness and the 1800s. We 
have ‘Man Up! Visualizing 
Masculinity in the 19th-Cen-
tury,’ and so we were trying to 
find a party theme that kind 
of encapsulated all three [gal-
leries] so that’s how we end-
ed up with our party theme 
of evolution; it’s Night at the 
Addison: Evolution,” said Ma-
cLeod.

Addison Ambassador 
Emiliano Caceres ’22 ex-
plained that the interactive 
nature of this year’s event was 
created for students to have 
more meaningful engagement 
with the artwork on display. 
The Addison Ambassadors 
planned a series of activities 
for students to participate in 
to help achieve this goal. 

“Obviously we have the 
scavenger hunt, and then 

to get more people to en-
gage more hands-on, we also 
have our self-portrait collage 
where we took images from 
the galleries and asked people 
to make collages out of them 
to express themselves, and 
that helps people draw per-
sonal connections between 
themselves and the galleries,” 
said Caceres. 

According to MacLeod, the 
party was a success, accumu-
lating around 180 students 
who came and engaged with 
the artwork. She hopes that 
the interactive activities will 

encourage visitors to attend 
future events.

“The quest was designed to 
have people explore and learn 
about all the exhibits while 
having fun, and based on the 
high level of participation, 
I’d say it was successful. It 
was really nice to see so many 
people enjoying the museum, 
because that’s what we’ve 
been hoping to facilitate all 
year, and I hope that after 
coming to the party, people 
are inspired to return to the 
Addison,” said MacLeod. 

“Night At the Addison: Evolve”Allows Students to Interact with Artwork

NATALIE CHEN &
NOEMI ELLIOTT

COURTESY OF MEGAN CUI

Yuping Zhu ’21 performed a cover of Dan + Shay and Justin Bieber’s 
“10,000 Hours” at the event, highlighting its interactive nature.

Academy Jazz Band Features 
the Armen Donelian Trio in 

Term-Ending Concert

CHLOE KINDANGEN

Sharp, frantic bursts of clarinet 
notes silenced the room as Jason 
Huang ’21 erratically changed 
the pitch and volume of the notes 
from his clarinet. Abrupt piano 
chords soon began to accompa-
ny Huang, adding a new layer of 
eeriness to the overall tone of the 
piece.

“Sonata for Clarinet and Piano, 
FP 184” by Francis Poulenc was 
played by Huang and pianist Sam-
son Zhang ’20 at the Academy 
Chamber Music Society Concert 
last Saturday in the Timken Room. 
In total, 13 groups performed, 
varying in size from duets to sex-
tets. According to coordinator 
Holly Barnes, Instructor in Mu-
sic, chamber music is an import-
ant way for musicians to improve 
their skills through teamwork.

“[Our piece] is very modern, be-
cause it does not follow the classi-
cal chord progression guidelines, 
and the scores pull quite a lot of 
jazz and elements into it. The 
clarinet part is very challenging, 
as it covers almost a whole clari-
net range, and it is fast and very 
changeable at all times. The piano 
is of course also very difficult as it 
has a lot of weird chords. It’s very 
erratic, spooky, and mysterious, ” 
said Huang.

Barnes added, “When you’re 
playing in a small group, every in-
dividual can be heard, and there’s 
this give and take where you have 
to constantly be giving and taking 
with each other, being flexible in 
the rhythm and making room for 
your peers. So it’s this very sort of 
nuanced relationship, and to me, 
chamber music is the greatest way 
to make music.”

This term’s chamber society in-
cluded the addition of several Ju-
niors. The program takes students 

of all skill levels, from the least ex-
perienced to the most advanced. 
As an experienced player, Huang 
felt that chamber music was a 
great opportunity for him to help 
introduce the new Juniors to both 
music and life at Andover.

“I am experienced in Andover 
and chamber music, so I was able 
to provide them with ideas about 
how the piece should go, and also 
how I can help them go around 
Andover. For example, [I would] 
tell them to come to [Graves Hall 
or tell them] where Graves was 
located…So it’s interesting to see 
how they accommodated to An-
dover life very quickly, and I’m 
very glad that I had the chance to 
help,” said Huang.

Another chamber group con-
sisted of Carolina Weatherall ’21, 
Emily Cain ’23, Laura Mahani-
ah ’20, Ben Rowland ’22, and Is-
sac Hershenson ’20. The quintet 
played all three movements of 
“Concerto in C, RV 425” by An-
tonio Vivaldi. According to Row-
land, the dynamic of their group 
improved over the term due to the 

help of their coach, Peter Lorenco, 
Instructor in Music.

“It started off a little tentative in 
the group. At first, everything is a 
little bit off, and it’s not quite to-
gether… One of the exercises [we 
did] was that Mr. Lorenco would 
speed up and slow down the tem-
po and we would have to follow 
him, and that was making sure 
that we’re really listening to other 
people and him… This [exercise] 
was really helpful in managing 
our tempo and staying in tune,” 
said Rowland.

According to audience member 
Adaeze Izuegbunam ’20, “Café 
Music for Violin, Cello, and Piano 
by Paul Shoenfield,” performed 
by Luke Henderson ’21, Evan Tsai 
’21, and Ariel Wang ’21, stood out 
the most to her.

“The [first] movement espe-
cially took me by surprise, and it 
made me jump out of my chair. 
It’s really interesting to watch 
[them] play, because there’s just so 
much visible emotion and passion 
that they put into their craft, ” said 
Izuegbunam.

Chamber Music Society Concert Showcases 
Small Group Talent

JEFFREY SHI

GEORGIA HORNSBY/THE PHILLIPIAN

Clarinetist Jason Huang ’21 and pianist Samson Zhang ’20 were one of 13 
groups to perform at the Academy Chamber Music Society Concert on 
Saturday.

COURTESY OF MEGAN CUI

The 2019-2020 Addison Ambassadors helped to plan interactive activities 
like the Identity Quest scavenger hunt to encourage attendees to engage 
with the artwork, according to Addison Ambassador Emiliano Caceres ’22.
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Nicholas Lam ’22 Blends Hong 
Kong Taste with American Styles

Donning a camouflage shirt, 
a Concepts International jacket 
stitched with the Concepts logo 
and an American flag patch, and 
a pair of beige jeans from Barneys, 
Nicholas Lam ’22 gives off a sim-
ple yet classy feel that stands out 
on the Andover campus.

“I got [the Concepts jacket] in 
Boston a year ago, and it’s really 
cool because it’s a really rare ver-
sion of a Canada Goose. It’s made 
only for the military in the past, 
AMT guys, so it’s really limited,” 
said Lam. “Usually, daily, I go a lit-
tle bit more classy. I usually always 
wear a sweater and nice jeans and 
nice shoes.”

While Lam will occasionally 
wear some flashier pieces, his sty-
listic choices are drawn from his 
parents, whose modest taste in 
clothing inspired the simple out-
fits he enjoys wearing day to day.

“I think my parents also influ-
enced me… My dad is also really 
simple when he dresses. He al-
ways wears a really nice sweater 
and suit-pants, and really simple 
shoes. He never goes for the flam-
boyant, flashy look, and I think 
I’ve taken that into consideration. 
I’ve taken some pieces of my 
clothing out of his closet, so he’s 
really influenced me in that way,” 
he said.

In addition to his parents, Lam 
is also inspired by wanting to 
stand apart from others in the An-
dover community. 

Lam said, “At Andover, a lot of 

people try to dress casually, and 
they just wake up, put sweatpants 
on, put a shirt on, put Andover ap-
parel on. But then when I wake up 
in the morning, my first thought 
is, ‘Oh, what should I wear to 
stand out from all these people?’” 

Alicia Chu ’22, a friend of Lam’s, 
echoed the idea that many Ando-
ver students dress very similarly. 
According to Chu, Lam is able to 
differentiate his style by drawing 
inspiration from his Hong Kong 
roots.

“This is a boarding school. A 
lot of the people are from the 
East Coast and stuff… Obviously, 
[Nicholas’s] style is more adapt-
ed to more American culture, but 
you can still see that it’s different. 
You can see from his style he has a 
mixture of some pieces I see peo-
ple wearing [in] Hong Kong,” said 
Chu.

According to Lam, cultural di-
versity and people’s interest in 
different brands play a role in gen-
erating a variety of clothing styles, 
and it has fed into the disparity in 
fashion between Hong Kong and 
the United States.

“The style [in Hong Kong] is 
much different than America. 
Over there, it was really just hood-
ies and sweatpants. Here, Ameri-
can culture and clothing is much 
different. For example, I never 
really wore tapered jeans before, 
but now I do. I never really wore 
sweaters before, and since it’s so 
hot there, I never put anything 
over. Here, I like wearing flan-
nels and things I can put over my 
hoodie or shirt,” says Lam.
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Lam styles his day-to-day outfits 
with simple color blocking, usually 
stickwitng to one or two colors at 
most. 

NATA LOUMIDIS/THE PHILLIPIAN
Lam’s  Concepts International x 
Canada Goose jacket was previous-
ly only made for military personel.

ZOE YU

Dance Open Fosters a Sense of 
Community within the Dance Department

Awash in the red stage lights, 
Alexandra Koch-Liu ’22 held out 
an arm to fellow performer Vic-
toria Zhou ’22. As Koch-Liu lifted 
her, Zhou lept suddenly into the 
air, curving her legs back just as 
the background music swelled. 
Their hard-hitting movements 
echoed the pulsing beat of 2WEI’s 
song “Survivor.” The pair, along 
with fifteen other independent 
and group acts, performed in 
three Dance Open performances 
this past weekend. 

According to Zhou, Dance 
Open serves as an opportunity for 
dancers on campus to showcase 
their creativity. 

“I think it’s important to let 
students show their creativity and 
do what they want with dance… 
In classes, we do technique… and 
it’s very one way. You can’t real-
ly make it your own thing. But in 
Dance Open you can literally do 
anything you want and no one can 
call you out for it, because you’re 
not wrong,” said Zhou. 

Audience member Henry Cra-
ter ’20 remarked how the stu-
dent-directed show highlighted 
the performers’ skills and talent. 
He noted the perceived difficulty 
of Footnotes’ performance specif-
ically.

“I see the formations, and all 
the technical work that actually 
has to go into arranging a com-
plicated tap song like that... It’s 
easy to kind of let it pass you by 
and miss it, without noticing all 
the details and other stuff that’s 
brought into it,” said Crater. 

In an email to The Phillipian, 
Azi Jones ’21, who co-directed 

the Dance Open production with 
Katherine Wang ’21, explained 
that she wanted to ensure that 
both performers and audience 
members enjoyed the experience.

“I think we functioned very 
well as a community—everyone 
was so excited to be in the space 
and see all the talent of the other 
acts… My only goal was to pro-
duce a show that everyone would 
enjoy watching and that everyone 
would enjoy doing,” said Jones. 

Anntonia Taylor ’20 performed 
with Footnotes, Hyponotiq, and in 
a duet with Wang. As she prepares 
to graduate from Andover, Taylor 
aimed to explore the thought of 
her leaving and her relationship 
with Wang during their perfor-
mance together.

“[The performance] is about 
me leaving her. And while it is sad, 
it is also about how we were able 

to teach each other stuff along the 
way. And we were able to have a 
lot of good times. So while it’s sad 
that I’m leaving, we help each oth-
er grow as people,” said Taylor. 

Taylor reflected more broadly 
about her role as mentor to the 
underclassmen dancers as well. 
She appreciated the performance 
energy of her fellow Seniors, and 
hoped that those who follow her 
will have a similar experience in 
the Dance Department as she did. 

“I’m here to enjoy [Dance 
Open]. But it’s also kind of like 
passing the baton and these kids 
are now in the same footsteps that 
I was in when I was a freshman. 
So I’m just really hoping that they 
get the same experience that I 
have, and that they have the same 
love for this by the end of the day,” 
said Taylor. 

ARIANA VELASQUEZ

TYLER WEI/THE PHILLIPIAN
The annual Dance Open production gave students, such as Trevor Moss 
’23 and Katherine Wang ’21 (pictured above), the opportunity to express 
themselves without the constraint of a theme. 
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