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Sunset Coffeehouse
Students perform original com-
positions at the Sunset: Cafe and 
Lounge coffeehouse

Boys Swimming & Diving
400-Yard Freestyle Relay team 
breaks longstanding record to 
secure combined team champi-
onship at Easterns.

Anyone Hungry?
thAnkS foR coMinG to SketChy 
lAsT wEek.

Sports, B5Commentary, A3
Bernie Sanders in the Polls
Katie Wimmer ‘21 analyzes Bernie 
Sanders rapid rise to the top of 
the polls after Iowa and New 
Hampshire

Interim Head of School
Jim Ventre ’79 Announces 
Head of School Day 2020 

While Angela Davis was impris-
oned on charges of murder, kid-
napping, and conspiracy in 1970, 
the “overwhelming emotion [she] 
experienced was fear” for the po-
tential death penalty charges she 
was facing. In her talk on Friday, 
February 14, Davis explained how 
news of immense public support for 
her freedom and solidarity with her 
cause overshadowed her fear. Da-
vis was acquitted of all charges two 
years later and carried on her life-
long career of radical activism and 
scholarship. 

Davis is a political activist, schol-
ar, author, and currently a Professor 
Emeritus at the University of Cali-
fornia, Santa Cruz. Davis is perhaps 
most well-known for her pedagog-
ical work on the prison industrial 
complex and political philosophies. 

LaShawn Springer, Director of 
the Community and Multicultural 
Development Office (CAMD), or-
ganized Davis’s visit to campus and 
introduced her talk. In her introduc-
tion, Springer talked about Davis’s 
impact on her both personally and 
academically. According to Spring-
er, discovering Davis’s work while 
in undergraduate school was par-
ticularly impactful, as Springer was 
able to name the marginalization 
and structures of power that she felt 
personally affected by.  

“[Davis’s works] were starting 
points in my own development as a 
black woman and my development 
as a black scholar….It was through 

[Davis’s] work that I discovered 
there was a space for black wom-
en, that we were master carpenters, 
carving out spaces for our whole 
selves. It was through [Davis’s] work 
that I was able to articulate the ever 
elusive and conditional feeling of 
freedom in the academy and my 
neighborhood, in this world. And it 
helped me name the structural and 
institutional violence as enacted on 
my loved ones in my community. 
And that equipped me with the ped-
agogy of love to enact change,” said 
Springer. 

While much of Davis’s work has 
focused on the American prison 
system, she doesn’t consider herself 
a prison reformer. Davis corrects 
people when addressed as a reform-
er, instead choosing to identify as a 
prison abolitionist. In her talk, Davis 
explained how the prison industrial 
complex was a relatively new term 
in the late 20th century and ana-
lyzed the structure of prisons and 
their relationship to marginalized 
groups. 

“There are no easy solutions [to 
the prison industrial complex] be-
cause we were dealing with an amal-
gam of economic, political, cultural, 
representational forces that were 
responsible in a complex way, for 
the ruling notion that black people, 
people of color, poor people, trans 
people, and others are naturally in-
clined to criminality and that the 
only way to address this was to put 
people in prison. At that time, politi-
cians were winning elections by ex-
ploiting the notion of law and order, 
corporations were profiting, estab-

lished media were riding the waves 
of these ideas for their own success,” 
said Davis. 

Ariana White ’22 highlighted Da-
vis’s points about the abolition of the 
prison system and institutionalized 
power. White was particularly inter-
ested in how Davis analyzed struc-
tural marginalization and the moral 
assumptions made about those in 
prison. 

“I really, really enjoyed the way 
[Davis] spoke to the community and 
her concerns with societal problems 
regarding race and overall marginal-
ized entities. I think her ideas about 
abolishing the prison system were 
very interesting. I think it’s very in-
teresting that she fully believes in 
the rights of all people even when 
you do bad things and that it is sys-
tems that are put in place that make 
people act a certain way, so it’s not 
all necessarily one person’s fault,” 
said White. 

Environmental justice and cli-
mate change were also focal points 
of Davis’s talk. Davis emphasized 
how, first and foremost, climate 
change affects every facet of social 
justice.  

“Environmental justice is ground 
zero of such injustice. If we don’t 
manage to save this planet, then it 
makes little sense to be involved in 
all the other struggles that we face… 
We purge the world of racism, but 
then there is no planet left to appre-
ciate a non-racist world. Or we final-

Continued on A4, Column 1
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Prison Abolitionist Angela Davis Addresses
 Social Justice and Career in Activism

AMARA NEAL/ THE PHILLIPIAN 
Angela Davis integrated climate change and enviromental justice into her talk this past Friday evening.

William Tong ’91 Emphasizes the Strength of Immigrant Communities

Connecticut Attorney Gener-
al William Tong ’91 used to look 
through the window that divided 
the kitchen from the dining room 
at his parents’ Chinese restaurant. 
This window came to symbolize a 
barrier between himself and the 
people he served at the restaurant. 
According to Tong, he has spent 
his life trying to break that barrier 
and create a seat in the metaphor-
ical dining room for himself and 
others.

The Andover community wel-
comed Tong back to campus last 
Friday for this year’s Youth From 
Every Quarter All School Meeting 
(ASM). Elected as the first Chi-
nese-American Attorney Gener-
al in the United States, Tong has 
been fighting for the rights of un-
derprivileged communities. 

“We cannot abandon people 
who need our help if they don’t 

have shelter, if they don’t have 
food, if they don’t have health care. 
It’s my job—it’s our job—to help 
them. War, poverty, homelessness, 
and a broken immigration system 
causes untold damage to real hu-
man beings, people who are suf-
fering, and we have to confront 
what immigrants go through every 
day, their sacrifice, their suffering 
and their pain, with all the gifts 
and the privileges that we have,” 
said Tong in his speech.

LaShawn Springer, Director of 
the Community and Multicultur-
al Development Office, explained 
that ASM was an opportunity for 
the Andover community to com-
plicate the narrative within which 
the words “Youth From Every 
Quarter” have existed and reflect 
on what diversity means at Ando-
ver today.

“[This ASM] speaks to a capac-
ity for change and our ability to 
look at wrong and think about a 
place of making it right; to think 
about who is missing and make 
space for them, not conditional 

space, but an unencumbered, free-
to-be-oneself and live and thrive 
kind of space,” said Springer.

Tong expressed gratitude to his 
parents for their hard work to give 
him the “American Dream” but 
acknowledged that immigration 
structures today make it more dif-
ficult for many families to do the 
same. 

“[My parents] fled war, hunger, 
poverty, homelessness, just to get 
to Hartford, Connecticut, of all 
places. I’m often reminded of the 
extraordinary sacrifices my par-
ents made, how hard they worked, 
how hard I worked with them, to 
pay the tuition in this place, how 
they suffered, how my dad still 
has heart trouble from working 
seven days a week, 15 hours a day. 
My mom has chronic back pain 
from carrying five of us to term, on 
her feet, packing take-out orders 
in that Chinese restaurant,” said 

HANNAH JUSTICZ 
& AMBER TING

Interim Head of School 
Jim Ventre ’79 sent a video 
to the Andover community 
titled, “What Would Gunga 
Do?” on the morning of Sun-
day, February 16. The video 
featured Ventre asking school 
mascot Gunga how he should 
announce the annual Head 
of School Day (HOSD). At 
the end of the video, Ventre 
donned his Andover varsi-
ty sweater to announce that 
Monday, February 17, would 
mark Andover’s 29th HOSD. 

Per tradition, Ventre can-
celed all classes and most 
athletic commitments for 
Monday. Typically, HOSD is 
announced by the Head of 
School the night before in the 
lobby of Paresky Commons. 
Ventre’s decision to make his 
announcement by video in-
stead of in person came to 
Owen Bae ’21 as a surprise.

“I think it’s interesting that 
[Ventre] announced it with a 
video this time. It was a wel-
come surprise even though I 
would have liked a little more 
of the tradition of walking 
into Commons and just re-
vealing the sweater there,” 

said Bae.
Ventre explained that 

sending the announcement 
by email allowed all members 
of the Andover community to 
receive the news at the same 
time. Additionally, Ventre’s 
decision was made so that the 
announcement could be fol-
lowed up by another email de-
tailing information concern-
ing dorm sign-in and Paresky 
Commons hours. 

“My decision… was the re-
sult of [thinking] about how 
many of our students and fac-
ulty and administrators and 
staff are affected by Head of 
School Day. I wanted to offer 
an opportunity for our whole 
community to get that news at 
the same time, including day 
students and their families 
that might not be on campus. 
That was the strategy, to try to 
impact everyone,” said Ventre.

Ventre’s second email con-
tained details on how HOSD 
would affect academic pro-
grams, music commitments, 
athletics, boarding life, and 
more. According to Saida 
Ibragimova ’22, the follow-up 
was a welcome surprise, as it 

HANNAH JUSTICZ 
& AMBER TING

William Tong ’91 spoke about his personal experience as the child of immi-
grants and the importance of representation.
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COURTESY OF PHILLIPS ACADEMY
Head of School Day has been an Andover tradition for almost 30 years. The 
above video, title “What Would Guuga Do?” Announced the 19th HOSD.

rip Fred Baur 

Continued on A4. Column 3

Never Again Club Holds Vigil for Two Year Anniversary of Parkland Shooting

Around 40 students gathered on 
the steps of Samuel Phillips Hall to 
honor the victims of the 2018 Mar-
jory Stoneman Douglas shooting in 
Parkland, Florida on February 14. 
The Never Again Club, led by Jessi-
ca Scott ’20 and Cameron Kang ’21, 
hosted a vigil in remembrance of the 
tragedy that occurred two years ear-
lier. 

Attendees of the vigil observed 
seventeen minutes of silence, each 
minute representing one life lost at 
the Parkland shooting. Henry Crater 
’20 and Kang delivered opening and 
closing speeches that reminded stu-
dents of the importance of standing 

up and honoring victims. As a Park-
land resident herself, Kang became 
emotional during the vigil and while 
speaking to the crowd. In an email to 
The Phillipian, Kang described how 
the visceral act of remembering her 
personal relationships with those 
affected induced an emotional re-
sponse. 

“I had practiced reading the per-
sonal statement a few times in my 
room and each time, I got choked 
up. I cried while reading it during 
the vigil and had to hand it off for 
my friend to finish. People think that 
Valentine’s Day is the only reminder I 
have of the tragedy, but I think about 
it every day. Two years have passed 
since the shooting and I’m still usu-
ally in shock. I feel like the shooting 
isn’t my story to tell and that it hap-
pened to someone else. I think being 
able to cry and be openly emotional 

about the situation was a big step for 
me in realizing and accepting that the 
Parkland Shooting did happen and 
it happened to my friends. The vigil 
was beautiful and powerful and could 
not have gone better,” wrote Kang.

Attendees at the event felt that the 
vigil provided a way to support those 
deeply affected by the tragedy while 
also promoting awareness of the 
work that must be done to expand 
gun safety.  Teddy Wilkin ’20, de-
scribed his views regarding the vigil 
and the importance of preserving 
these types of events. 

“I think that try as we might, I’m 
not sure we could ever really do jus-
tice for those victims. But I think that 

MELISSA DAMASCENO 
& PHILLIP KO

COURTESY OF NEVER AGAIN ANDOVER

Posters, such as the one above, were circulated on social media by 
members of Never Again at Andover.

Continued on A5,  Column 1
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Letter to the Editor

On January 23rd, Dr. Amy Patel, Medical Di-
rector of the Rebecca M. Sykes Wellness Cen-
ter, sent out the first of three emails regard-
ing the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak. The 
email stated that if students have had a history 
of travel to China and are experiencing minor 
respiratory symptoms, they should immediately 
visit Sykes. Additionally, the email highlighted 
the low risk of COVID-19 in the local commu-
nity, citing the Massachusetts Public Health 
Commissioner that “the risk to the public from 
the 2019 novel coronavirus remains low in Mas-
sachusetts.’”

Despite the administration’s efforts to in-
form the Andover community about the facts 
of COVID-19, there continue to be instances of 
insensitive comments made about the fatal dis-
ease. These insensitive comments minimize a 
threat that is serious to many students on cam-
pus and creates a divide between domestic and 
international students. Given that the U.S. is 
more broadly considered a “low-risk” zone for 
COVID-19, it may be easy for domestic students 
to say that the outbreak does not affect them, 
nor is it a problem that Andover students face. 

While it is true that COVID-19 is not  yet a 
major domestic threat, we live in a communi-
ty that is home to many students from around 
the globe. For many international students, the 
issue hits close to home, especially if they are 

unable to travel back home. Furthermore, quar-
antine policies leave students separated from 
their loved ones for extended periods of time.

International students already face the strug-
gle of having to adapt to a new environment that 
may be vastly different from the places they call 
home. Seeing the trivialization of COVID-19 in 
this time of crisis leaves an integral section of 
our student body without proper support. As a 
result, students affected by the COVID-19 out-
break are left feeling marginalized and alone in 
a time where the Andover community should 
be at its most supportive.

As a community, we should rally behind our 
friends and loved ones who are being seriously 
affected by what some merely pass off as a joke.  
Such support could take the form of something 
as simple as checking in with those who are di-
rectly affected to offering those who cannot re-
turn home during break a place to stay. An insti-
tution that values “Youth From Every Quarter” 
should come together in support of the entirety 
of the student body, and we must educate our-
selves before we panic or joke about sensitive 
topics like the COVID-19 outbreak.

This editorial represents the views of The 
Phillipian, vol. CXLIII.

Corrections:
News misattributed a photo. Beckett McKee took the photo for “Andover Boys Squash Computers Go Missing at Exeter Game.”
News failed to attribute a class. Johann Asmus Leon is a member of the class of 2020.
Sports used an incorrect photo for Victoria Kadiri in the Andover Girls Indoor Track & Field spread. 
Sports misspelled a name. Kurt Prescott is a coach for Andover Indoor Track & Field
Arts failed to attribute a banner. Daniela Velasquez made the banner for the Addison spread.
The Phillipian regrets these errors.
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Editorial

It’s Everyone’s Problem

TO THE EDITOR:

I agree with much of 
what Angela Davis had to say at 
her Friday presentation at Ando-
ver. To paraphrase the title of her 
latest book, freedom and justice 
are a constant struggle.

What I found troubling was 
her singling out the State of Is-
rael as the paradigm of injustice. 
I found this troubling, but not 
surprising, for two reasons. First, 
because it was consistent with 
what she has said in the past and 
second because criticism of Israel 
from the left has become routine 
and predictable.

I find this to be sadly ironic. 
Dr. Davis advocates for justice for 
LGBTQIA+ people. Yet while be-

ing gay in most countries in the 
Middle East is illegal and subject 
to imprisonment, LGBTQIA+ 
people are welcome in Israel. 
Israel’s stance on LGBTQIA+ is-
sues is considered the most toler-
ant in the Middle East. Tel Aviv is 
known as one of most gay-friend-
ly cities in the world, hosting an 
annual parade of some 250,000 
participants, the largest Pride pa-
rade in the Middle East and Asia. 
The city is home to a plethora of 
LGBTQIA+ bars, gyms, beaches 
and hotels.

Dr. Davis advocates for justice 
for people of color. And in 1984 
and later in 1991 Israel conducted 
dramatic and dangerous airlifts 
to rescue thousands of Ethiopian 
Jews from Sudan and Ethiopia 

who were endangered by political 
instability. These operations were 
dubbed Operation Moses and 
Operation Solomon, respectively. 
Over 20,000 people were airlifted 
and brought to Israel, where they 
were granted Israeli citizenship. 
Today there are over 121,000 peo-
ple of Ethiopian descent living in 
Israel, going to school, to the uni-
versities, serving in the military, 
raising families and contributing 
to Israeli society.

Dr. Davis advocates for justice 
for women. Israel has long offered 
her female citizens—regardless of 
ethnicity or religion—broad free-
doms. Women are protected from 
discrimination by law. This is in 
stark contrast to how women in 
Israel’s neighboring Arab coun-

tries are often treated.
In contrast to the regular at-

tacks against Israel from many 
progressives, it is instructive to 
read Freedom in the World, the 
annual report of Freedom House, 
an NGO that promotes open gov-
ernment, defends human rights 
and seeks to strengthen civil so-
ciety. Freedom House has con-
sistently given Israel high marks 
in its two categories of political 
rights and civil liberties. In fact, 
Israel and Tunisia are alone in 
the Middle East and North Africa 
as being rated “free” by Freedom 
House. Every other country in 
the region is either “partly free” 
or “not free.”

Criticism of Israel is not anti-
Semitism. Many Jews and others 

who support Israel, myself in-
cluded, are often critical of some 
of its policies and its government. 
But when Israel is constantly sin-
gled out in progressive circles as 
the poster child of injustice, while 
injustice, unfortunately, exists in 
virtually every country and soci-
ety around the globe, the line be-
tween criticism of Israel and anti-
Semitism becomes blurred. The 
situation in the Middle East is far 
too complex and nuanced to con-
stantly condemn one participant 
to the exclusion of all the others.

Sincerely,
Rabbi Michael Swarttz
Jewish Chaplain
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TO THE EDITOR: 

Inviting Angela Da-
vis to campus and lauding 
her is clear evidence of the 
irrational and leftist mindset 
and increasing moral degen-
eracy at Andover. In describ-
ing her background, a glaring 
omission is that Angela Da-
vis knowingly supplied three 
guns to a domestic terrorist 
who, in a courtroom attack 
attempting to free three fel-
low Black Panthers, killed 
a California Superior Court 
Judge while trying to escape. 
Davis was subsequently ac-

quitted of murder and kid-
napping charges, but her sup-
plying of the weapons was 
not denied. Other omissions 
are that she supported known 
terrorist Marwan Barghouti 
and cozied up to brutal op-
pressors like Erich Honeck-
er and Fidel Castro. Angela 
Davis should be excoriated, 
not exalted, and should have 
been disinvited from speak-
ing.

 
Sincerely,
Michael Scharf ’60 P’02                          

    ’04

Letter to the Editor

Rory Haltmaier/the phillipian
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LAST WEEK, PRESID- 
ential candidate Bernie 
Sanders secured a stun-

ning victory in the New Hamp-
shire Democratic primary. He 
was able to obtain 28 percent 
of the vote, making him trium-
phant over the second-place 
candidate, Pete Buttigieg, who 
was able to walk away with 
only 22 percent of the vote. 
New Hampshire has long been 
a very important state in pri-
mary elections, and this year’s 
results were devastating for 
some candidates, especially 
Andrew Yang, who decided 
to suspend his candidacy fol-
lowing the outcome, and Joe 
Biden, who realized his defeat 
and left the state early to pur-
sue voters in South Carolina. 
I have lived in southern New 
Hampshire for most of my life, 
and a few weeks before the pri-
mary, I went home for the long 
weekend. In the span of three 
days, we had four campaign 
representatives canvassing for 
three separate campaigns, and 
I was astounded by the vast 

amount of signage, flyers, and 
other paraphernalia that over-
whelmed my stay. It was clear 
that candidates were being 
relentless in their attempts to 
achieve an early victory. Im-
mediately following Sanders’  

victory I found that many of 
my friends, both at Andover 
and back in New Hampshire, 
were shocked by his success 
and the lack thereof from 
other candidates. While New 
Hampshire results can always 
seem surprising since it is one 
of the first two primaries, I 
can’t say this year’s outcome 
was entirely bizarre.

Bernie, in his policies and 
ideology, appears as the ideal 
prospect for New Hampshire 
voters. First off, Bernie has 
been a major advocate for 
the environment throughout 
his run for president. Refer-
ring to climate changes as the 
“number one threat facing 
our planet,” Sanders has an-
nounced an ambitious plan 
to shift the country to re-
newable energy and expand 
the job market while doing 
so. New Hampshire has been 
fighting the deterioration 
of its natural resources and 
projects such as the North-
ern Pass (a project that will 
harm the white mountains 
to build a network of power 
lines). It must also be noted 

that according to the 
U.S. Bureau of La-
bor Statistics, New 
Hampshire has the 
sixth highest un-
employment rate 
in the country. 
Bernie’s “decade 
of the Green New 
Deal,” his elabo-
rate strategy to 
alter America’s 
energy supply, 
can appeal to a 
vast amount of 
people living 
near the White 
Mountain re-
gion or those 
who make a liv-

ing through tourism of the 
area.

 This is not to say that other 
Democratic candidates have 
not addressed the climate 
issue, as competitors such 
as Tom Steyer, who actually 
spent the most money on 
advertising during the New 
Hampshire race, have been 
making claims to institute 
major measures to combat 
climate change once in office. 

However, Steyer suffered 
a devastating defeat as he 
only received a meager three 
percent of the vote. This is 
because Sanders is able to 
bring more to the table for 
New Hampshire residents. 
Bernie’s socialist policies 
are a substantial amount of 
his campaign, and they seem 
to have rallied many voters 
in less affluent towns. The 
Washington Post displayed 
the vote by township, and it 
revealed a common trend and 
the correlation between class 
and candidate. Towns such 
as Durham, with a 17-percent 
poverty rate and 17,000 resi-
dents, and Plymouth, with a 
13-percent poverty rate and 
9,000 residents, handed Ber-
nie the majority vote. Other 
towns like Newport, Frank-
lin, Berlin, Littleton, Farmin-
ton, Claremont, and Somer-
sworth, which also have high 
poverty rates, voted for Sand-
ers. Overall, Sanders won 
40 percent of the vote from 
those with an income under 
$50,000, which was more 
than twice the amount of 
any other candidate. By con-
trast, wealthier towns such 
as Windham, Hampton Falls, 
Amherst, Auburn, and Hollis 
(all with a median household 
income of over $115,000) 
supported Buttigeig as their 

candidate. In fact, almost 
all of the highest-earn-
ing towns in the state 
showed significantly 
less support for Sand-
ers. These are very 
notable trends that 
could potentially 
continue into other 

state elections. It 

will be interesting to observe 
the future results from differ-
ent communities of varying 
socio-economic standing.  

Aside from environmental 
and socio-economic com-
monalities, the majority of 
New Hampshire voters agree 
with other policies Sand-
ers aims to enact. In an exit 
poll, it was reported that 60 
percent of voters supported 
abolishing private health 
care and replacing it with a 
government plan for every-
one. Bernie also has an ambi-
tious plan to tackle drugs and 
the justice system for offend-
ers. Considering New Hamp-

shire’s problem with drug 
use, this is also an aspect of 
Sanders’s campaign that vot-
ers can appreciate. We must 
consider the implications of 
those who vote for personal 
benefit and those who also 
look toward the state-wide 
implications. The amount of 
far-left or far-right citizens 
can be important, as Sanders 
claimed over 40% of voters 
who identify as “very liberal,” 
but it is clear that some can 
alter liberal or conservative 
views to support specific 
aspects of campaigns. For 
example, over 35% of vot-
ers said the most important 
issue was income inequal-
ity, which could explain why 
almost 20% of conservative 
voters backed Sanders in the 
election. Bernie’s victory in 
New Hampshire may seem 
unexpected to some, but the 
voting trends simply explain 
what the voters want. 

Why Bernie Sanders Won New Hampshire

Katie Wimmer is a three-
year Upper from Windham, 
NH. Contact the author at 
kwimmer21@andover.edu

KATIE WIMMER
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We must consider the 
implications of those 
who vote for personal 
benefit and those who 
also look toward the 

state-wide implications.

Bernie’s “decade of the 
Green New Deal,” his 
elaborate strategy to 

alter America’s energy 
supply, can appeal to a 
vast amount of people 
living near the White 
Mountain region or 

those who make a living 
through tourism of the 

area.

Immediately following 
Sanders’ victory I found 
that many of my friends, 

both at Andover and 
back in New Hampshire, 

were shocked by his 
success and the lack 
thereof from other 

candidates. 

Erin Kim/the phillipian

TO THE EDITOR:

This is a call to build a 
war memorial. We have one, to 
be sure; in fact, we have many. 
We have the Bell Tower, and the 
bench outside Borden on which 
we take team photos, and proba-
bly others I have not yet noticed. 
This is a call for a different kind 
of war memorial. This one is for 
all the victims of Yemen, Iraq, 
Afghanistan, Libya, Syria, So-
malia, et alii; for the indigenous 
peoples who have been eradicat-
ed by the American experiment; 
for the enslaved whose lives and 
ancestral memories have been 
stolen for profit.

The memorials we currently 
have honor the alumni who have 
passed in service; they are etched 
with names, class years, and 
wars fought. Let us continue to 
mourn those lives, for we knew 
them, and they have passed.

But let us, too, mourn the lives 
of the unnamed, the unknow-
able, the uncountable. I am an 
alum who came to the Academy 
at a time when the country from 

which my parents emigrated 
was being terrorized by Ameri-
ca. My parents were among the 
privileged. While technically 
refugees, their connections and 
wealth enabled them to relo-
cate to America, continue their 
schooling, and establish a life 
here. They granted me a life im-
bued with the social and mon-
etary capital that enabled me to 
go to Andover and be comfort-
able while in attendance. Yet 
the dearth of space to acknowl-
edge and mourn the loss of a 
homeland induced its own kind 
of trauma. Further, I witnessed 
the valorization of American 
soldiers who had waged war in 
Afghanistan, with no acknowl-
edgment of the casualties, be it 
people, land, or culture, of that 
war. It is but for a quirk of his-
tory that I am not one of those 
casualties.

 I just graduated from an elite, 
residential college whose at-
titude toward landscapes and 
memory, in contrast to Ando-
ver’s, is one of subtlety. My col-
lege campus did not inundate 

me with memorials of soldiers 
and white people like my high-
school one did. It is only upon 
graduating that I have come to 
understand the notion of era-
sure by selectivity. Let us even 
the scales of memory, then, and 
honor the victims of wars waged 
by a nation with no end other 
than hegemony in sight, the mul-
titude who have lost their homes 
and lives and liberties at the ex-
pense of an American myth. 

We are told that the end de-
pends upon the beginning, but 
this should not only apply to 
those whom we extol. Taken at 
its meaning, our motto implies 
a type of determinism that de-
mands a reckoning, an acknowl-
edgement that our alumni do not 
always do good things, and that 
what they do depends upon their 
beginnings.

Many of our national tensions 
and anxieties stem from the un-
willingness of the privileged to 
admit to causing harm to those 
they victimize. I am thinking of 
Brett Kavanaugh here, but also 
now of Michael Bloomberg, and 

of course, of Donald Trump: 
people—usually men—who live 
by the belief that to seek penance 
is to admit defeat.

Many of the deaths included 
in the innumerable toll above are 
at the hands of alumni, and I am 
not referencing the soldiers. In 
the “The Afghanistan Papers,” a 
startling investigation recently 
published by The Washing-
ton Post, Craig Whitlock high-
lights how Presidents W. Bush, 
Obama, and Trump mislead the 
public about America’s politi-
cal failings in Afghanistan, and 
how many people, Afghans, and 
Americans, died as a result. The 
perennial joke of an election year 
is: “How will we fund it?” To this 
question, asked about this war 
memorial, I’d say: “Easy, let’s ask 
President Bush to do it.”

A central component of 
growing into adulthood—and 
traditional notions of man-
hood—is being able to apologize: 
thoroughly, sincerely. Seeking 
penance and striving toward 
redress are fundamental parts 
of the many religions Andover 

celebrates, including the Prot-
estantism of the school’s roots 
and the Methodism of President 
Bush’s own faith. 

If the end really depends 
upon the beginning, then we 
have some work to do. Ando-
ver is no longer a school of all 
white-Americans, home-coming 
war heroes. Coming to terms 
with pluralism necessitates re-
writing our landscapes: having 
white students walk paths that 
acknowledge the existence of 
other, eradicated races, and al-
lowing non-white students to 
walk paths that give them valida-
tion, comfort, and safety.

A public, visible mourning of 
our nation’s victims might cause 
future students to view differ-
ently the costs of war or the lives 
of people unlike them. So let’s do 
it. Let a new beginning induce 
better ends.

      Sincerely,
      Keton Kakkar ‘15
      Swarthmore College ‘19
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“Are you okay with that? I’m just 
making sure. Consent, yeah, it can 
be a cure,” read a consent valen-
tine made at the “Will You Be My 
Consensual Valentine?” workshop 
held this past Tuesday, February 18. 
“Will You Be My Consensual Val-
entine?” was the inaugural event 
of the first Love Better Week. Cre-
ated by the Brace Board, Mentors 
in Violence Prevention (MVP), 
and Youth Educators for Sex Pos-
itivity (YES+), Love Better Week 
was founded to raise awareness 
surrounding healthy relationships, 
according to Flavia Vidal, Director 
of the Brace Center of Gender Stud-
ies and faculty advisor to the Brace 
Board and co-advisor to YES+. 

“We might be in the relationship 
and not realize some things that are 
not really that great about it and 
[we are working on] feeling, recog-
nizing, learning how to avoid that, 
learning to have conversations with 
the other person in the relationship, 

learning to be upstanders if we no-
tice that somebody else in our life is 
stuck in these unhealthy relation-
ships, what can we do to help that 
person, to help those people get to a 
place where they can have a health-
ier relationship… So that was our 
motivation,” said Vidal.

In addition to the “Will You Be 
My Consensual Valentine?” work-
shop, Love Better Week included 
MVP’s annual contraceptive aware-
ness event, Cupcakes and Condoms, 
on Wednesday, February 19, and a 
forum on relationship violence on 
Thursday, February 20. The final 
event of the week will be a Keynote 
presentation by Mary Margaret 
Scharf, an advocate against domes-
tic violence, on Friday, February 
21 at 7:00 p.m. in Kemper Audito-
rium. According to Emma Slibeck 
’20, a member of the Brace Board, 
Love Better Week serves to publicly 
highlight consent and relationship 
violence.

“I think the name of the week 
sums up the goal pretty well. Ulti-
mately, we want everyone to feel 
empowered in their self love and 
relationships and to speak up for 

others who do not. Love also means 
consent and pleasure and having 
healthy relationships, and we all 
deserve those relationships,” said 
Slibeck.

Maya Shkolnik ’21, a member of 
the YES+, emphasized the impor-
tance of educating Andover stu-
dents on how to engage in healthy 
relationships. Shkolnik believes 
that Andover’s hookup culture 
makes raising awareness especially 
relevant.

“I think Love Better is important 
to have at Andover because it’s im-
portant for everybody to learn how 
to act in relationships and engage 
in ways that are healthy for them-
selves and healthy for other people. 
But I think specifically at Andover, 
since we have a very interesting, 
strange hookup culture that I feel 
like no one really understands, the 
more that we can educate others, 
the healthier that Andover’s cam-
pus will be. I just think it is import-
ant to raise awareness. Even if 15 or 
20 people can learn something new, 
that makes Andover a healthier 
campus,” said Shkolnik. 

Vidal stressed that unhealthy 

relationships can stem from more 
than just romantic relationships 
and can also appear in familial and 
platonic connections.

“I think one of the things that we 
really specifically wanted to touch 
on with Love Better Week is this 
idea of relationship violence, be-
yond just asking for consent during 
sexual encounters, it’s this idea of 
sometimes there are relationships 
and not always romantic. It can be 
relationships between friends or 
relationships between parents and 
children and siblings and family 
members and romantic relation-
ships that can be unhealthy in a 
variety of ways not even necessarily 
involving sex,” said Vidal. 

Before participating in the MVP 
program, Harry Kahane ’20, board 
member of MVP, was not aware of 
the systemic violence that women 
and female-presenting individuals 
face, as well as the impact of the 
male gaze. According to Kahane, 
the joint efforts of the three clubs 
during Love Better Week spread 
awareness more efficiently.

“When I came to Andover… I 
joined the MVP program [and] I 

learned about what it’s like to be a 
woman really. That inspired in me 
the motivation to prevent that. It’s 
an issue that’s especially prevalent 
on college campuses and school 
campuses. A lot of hormones going 
on and a lot of adrenaline, a lot of 
socially awkward situations—and if 
we can learn how to navigate that, 
I think we’re much better off,” said 
Kahane.

According to Karsten Rynearson 
’22, “Will You Be My Consensual 
Valentine?” was an important event 
as it highlighted how necessary 
consent is to Valentine’s Day. Ry-
nearson emphasized that there are 
ways in which love can be improved 
during Valentine’s Day.

“[Consent] is the most important 
part of Valentine’s Day. Without 
consent, there can be no sex, there 
can be no love, it’s the most import-
ant step of anything. It is important 
to make it very clear that consent 
is something that is sexy. It’s a part 
of sex, but it’s not something that’s 
clunky or shouldn’t be there. It’s 
so central, and I’m really glad that 
we’re able to explore that here,” 
said Rynearson.

Brace Board, MVP, and YES+ Collaborate to Create Love Better Week

HANNAH JUSTICZ &
LAURA OSPINA

Among 50 other robotics 
teams, the Andover VEX Ro-
botics team attended their final 
tournament as a school this year 
held at the University of New Ha-
ven last Saturday. Andover made 
it into the final round of compe-
tition for the first time this sea-
son, thus guaranteeing the team 
a spot in the VEX Southern New 
England Regionals, which will 
be held on March 14 and 15.

The Andover team brought 
three robots to the competition 
and each qualified for the play-
offs and quarterfinals. Two of 
the three robots advanced to the 
semifinal round, each directed 
by a novice team, and the robot 
directed by the advanced team 
placed second, qualifying for the 
regional competition.

Robert Hickman, Instructor 
in Mathematics, Statistics, and 
Computer Science, is the faculty 
advisor for the VEX team and is 
proud of the growth the students 
and team exemplify. 

“I’m really proud of the stu-
dents because throughout the 
whole year, for every tourna-
ment we’ve gone to, they’ve had 
a better result than the previ-
ous tournament. At our very 
first tournament in November, 
we took two robots, and neither 
one made it to the playoffs of the 
tournament. And I’m not even 
sure how many matches they 
won, but it wasn’t very many, if 
any at all. And now, this tourna-
ment, we had a robot that was 
5-1 going into the playoffs, so it’s 
really exciting to see the progres-
sion of the team from the start to 

now,” said Hickman.
According to Hickman, four 

robots compete in each match of 
the competition, with two pairs 
of robots in alliances. This year, 
teams were tasked with design-
ing robots that could complete 
two different tasks during the 
match, adding another layer of 
technical challenge.

“So the engineering challenge 
here is really that there’s two 
separate activities which aren’t 
very compatible to one another. 
One is stacking and the other one 
is lifting and placing. It sounds 
the same, but they’re quite dif-
ferent to do efficiently. And so 
one of the most significant engi-
neering challenges here is how 
to design a robot that will do 
both well. So we decided to fo-
cus on making a robot that’s just 
a very, very good stacking robot. 
And then hopefully we’re paired 
with other team robots that are 
good with the tower component, 
that makes for a really good scor-
ing alliance,” said Hickman.

CC Song ’21 originally joined 
the team because of her previous 
experience in robotics in middle 
school. As one of the Co-Presi-
dents of the Andover VEX team, 
Song has been working on build-
ing the robot. 

Song said, “Collaboration and 
being a leader have been really 
important for me this year, be-
cause I’m the Co-President of 
the club now and we’re getting a 
lot of new people in. So learning 
to teach new students and mak-
ing sure that they stay interested, 
and they have  the opportunities 
to learn that they need, that’s su-
per important to me. And then 
collaboration, in terms of work-
ing in the [Nest] around other 

clubs and other people, and with 
the new sports offering, all of 
that has been a lot to work with.”

This year, robotics has been 
offered as a new sport option 
for Andover students. Anthony 
Kim ’21, the other Co-President 
of VEX, appreciates the newly 
freed time to develop robotics 
skills offered by the sport, and is 
excited for the future of the com-
petition.

Kim said, “I think this year 
was a lot of figuring things out, 
because this was the first year 
doing the sports program, so I 
think next year, we should have 
it better structured. We will have 
to see what the new game is for 
next year, but I think we learned 
a lot throughout the course of 
this year by rebuilding our robots 
multiple times. And I think next 
year a lot of the returning mem-
bers will be able to succeed.”

Emily Mae Murtha ’22 joined 
the robotics team due to the ap-
peal of the sport option, despite 
not having any previous robotics 
experience. She enjoys both the 
community and technical as-
pects of the competition.

“I think that community, hon-
estly, is a really big part of robot-
ics, just because at competitions, 
especially overnight trips, we 
all have fun and I think coming 
every day to the [Nest] with this 
group people really makes you 
appreciate the bond, I guess. And 
then, other than that, I think it’s 
satisfying to make a robot from 
scratch and just see how it pro-
gresses and then your final re-
sult.”

Like Murtha, Irene Kwon ’21 
joined the team when robotics 
became a sport option. Kwon ap-
preciates the diverse community 

in robotics, but would like to see 
more gender diversity in compe-
titions.

Kwon said, “For robotics it-
self, when I was at the last com-
petition, I noticed that around 
ten percent of the participants 
were girls, up on the field. [There 
are]  around 12 people actually 
on the field and maybe one or 
two of them would be girls. At 
this school, we already have a 
very good gender balance. But 
overall, I hope to see more of a 
balance or equality every time I 
go to competition. I want to see 
more girls participating.”

Hickman appreciates the cur-
rent diversity on the team and 
hopes to continue increasing 
accessibility and growing the 
team dynamic. If the team places 
into a top spot at the upcoming 
regional competition, they will 
qualify for the world champion-
ship in April. 

“Our plans are to compete in 
the Southern New England re-
gional during spring break. And 
if the team qualifies for Worlds, 
we’ll be taking a robot to the 
world competition in April, so 
that’s still to be determined. I 
think the plan for next year is 
just to continue on this path of 
improving our access to all dif-
ferent students on campus, and 
make sure that many different 
students are considering this as 
an opportunity for them. We just 
want to grow the team dynamic 
more, in terms of having students 
collaborating and learning from 
one another,” said Hickman.

Editor’s Note: Anthony Kim ’21 
is a Digital Editor for The Phil-
lipian

WILLIAM YUE

VEX Robotics Team Qualifies for Regional Competition in Final Season Tournament

ly manage to deal with misogyny, but 
then climate change is so bad that 
there’s no future,” said Davis

Throughout her career in social 
justice, Davis has been considered 
somewhat of a controversial figure, 
not just because of her criminal case, 
but her past and current political 
affiliations. Specifically, Davis was 
associated with the Black Panther 
Party and the Communist Party be-
fore creating her own political group, 
the Committees of Correspondence 
for Democracy and Socialism.

“I suppose [critics are] referring 
to the fact that I was a member of 
the Communist Party. Now it’s tak-
en all of these years for scholars to 
recognize that there are many as-
pects of U.S. history that have been 
marginalized or silenced because 
Communists were involved… And so 
I think that we’re just now beginning 
to learn about the contributions that 
Communists made. And it’s so im-
portant to [talk about] capitalism and 
I try to talk a lot about capitalism, 
simply because we never discuss 
it. And we’re all affected by capital-
ism, racial capitalism. Capitalism is 
always racial capitalism because it 
is deeply connected to slavery. I still 
consider myself a communist, maybe 
with a small ‘C’ instead of a big ‘C,’” 
said Davis. 

Davis addressed efforts by Na-
tive Americans at Phillips Academy 
(NAPA) and their work in bringing 
formal land acknowledgements to 
Andover. She emphasized the his-
torical significance of recognizing 
colonized land and how she felt land 
acknowledgements should be social 
norms implemented by every insti-

tution across the U.S.
“We should all remember that the 

land on which we live and learn and 
work and love and party and strug-
gle, is colonized land. We cannot for-
get the foundational violence of this 
country, violence visited on Indige-
nous people who were the stewards 
of the land we now occupy. If we do 
not count ourselves among the first 
peoples of this country, and even 
if our ancestor’s immigration was 
forced, when you remain complicit 
in one way or another, the damag-
es of the original genocide have not 
been undone. And the invisibility to 
which native people have been rel-
egated is a form of violence that re-
veals deep affinities with the original 
genocide,” said Davis.

The recognition of land acknowl-
edgments made an impact on Ma-
reesa Miles, Teaching Fellow in 
English, who appreciated Davis’s 
candor and how she spoke directly 
to the Andover community. 

“From what I gathered afterward, 
and I don’t want to speak for anyone, 
but it seemed like [Davis’s talk] was 
a really empowering moment, for es-
pecially students of color who got to 
see this actual queen speak and show 
her courage and ability to make a 
difference. I hope that the message 
would impact other people because 
she was so big on land acknowledg-
ments… She obviously had, coming 
in, some understanding of what we 
are and was really like, ‘I’m not going 
to shy away from things that I really 
believe in.’ I think that’s an empow-
ering message for young people to 
think about. Just because an insti-
tution is refusing to do something 
doesn’t mean we step down; it just 
means we keep fighting for it,” said 
Miles. 

Continued from A1,  Column 3

Angela Davis Visits Campus

took away a lot of the confu-
sion that comes with Head of 
School Day. Moreover, some 
students found that the early 
announcement relieved stress 
concerning homework and 
assignments, especially since 
long competitions for both 
the robotics and debate teams 
were held over the weekend.  

“I was really happy because 
I have so much work and [be-
cause] I was not on campus 
yesterday. I think it’s good that 
[Ventre] sent the email ear-

ly in the morning, because if 
he didn’t, everyone would be 
really stressed and would be 
waiting for dinner. Everybody 
has a different approach, [may-
be] Mr. Ventre is more official 
and formal. I liked it. I also 
liked the details about sign-in, 
they were pretty helpful,” said 
Ibragimova.

The extra time off is in-
tended to help students and 
faculty catch up on sleep, fu-
ture assignments, or simply to 
decompress. Ventre himself 
spent the day catching up on 
work and delivering breakfast 
to admissions officers in Shu-
man. For Adaeze Izuegbunam 

’20, Head of School Day was a 
welcome opportunity to relax 
and take her mind off of work. 

“I did not leave my dorm. I 
ate. I watched TV. I didn’t do 
as much work as I should have, 
but that’s okay. I feel like you’re 
always like, ‘I need to do work, 
I need to do work, I need to do 
work,’...I’m definitely behind, 
but it was just nice to have a 
day to exist… I haven’t real-
ly realized how much I need 
that here until Senior Year, and 
whenever it’s those days I try 
to take advantage of them by 
doing that,” said Izuegbunam. 

Students React to Video and Email 
Announcement of HOSD 2020

Continued from A1,  Column 1
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VEX Robotics was made an official sport during the 2019-2020 school year. 
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Alice Keller ’20 started horse-
back riding at four years old, fol-
lowing in the footsteps of her 
older sister, who also practiced 
the sport as a child. Keller used 
to tag along for fun but ended up 
sticking with it and developed a 
life-long passion for the sport.

At Andover, Keller does 
not have an outlet to practice 
horseback riding. However, she 
tries her best to make time and 
spend long weekends and school 
breaks travelling and competing. 
Keller described the difficulty 
of pursuing the sport while at 
Andover and how she has found 
ways to ensure that horses re-
main a part of her life.

“It’s kind of tough to do it 
here, just because there’s not a 
ton of show barns near Andover. 
So I keep my horse on Long Is-
land and then every break and 
long weekend, I’ll go back and 
ride. Throughout most of the 
summer, I travel to competitions 
and different horse shows on the 
East Coast. I want to take advan-
tage of my free time as much as 
possible. But, in terms of in the 
Massachusetts area, my friend 
Coco [Rawles ’20] and I volun-
teered at a therapeutic riding fa-
cility last year, just to be around 
horses. We would clean up 
around the barn and help out in 
other ways, but I don’t get to ride 
when I am up here,” said Keller.

To Keller, horseback riding is 
a lifelong sport. Keller intention-
ally got her current horse, Jack, 
while he was still at a relatively 
young age. Pursuing horseback 
riding in the future is important 

to her, so being able to have her 
own horse as she moves through 
college will be helpful in con-
tinuing to ride. Keller does not 
currently plan to go profession-
al, but hopes to join an equestri-
an team in college. 

“I have my own horse. His 
name is Jack, and I have had him 
for four or five years now. I got 
him when I was super young. He 
is from Holland, and I got him 
intentionally as a young horse, 
so I can ride him throughout 
high school, throughout college 
and later in life… I plan on doing 
what I am doing now, joining a 
team in college but not neces-
sarily going professional or any-
thing, just competing through-
out the year as much as I can but 
I don’t plan on stopping any time 
soon,” Keller said.

The competitive and collabo-
rative aspect of horseback riding 
has been a crucial part of Keller’s 
experience, particularly in re-
gards to the many ways in which 
she has learned from the sport. 

“I have learned how to be a 
good competitor. I feel like it is a 
very individual sport, but you’re 
not on your own because you 
have a horse that you are work-
ing with. I also learned how to 
be a participant in a sport very 
much affected by politics and 
money. I learned how to work 
within my place and focus on 
communication, as opposed 
to getting wrapped up in the 
whole politics of it all. I have just 
learned a lot about human-ani-
mal relationships,” said Keller

Because of Keller, classmates 
and friends have had the op-
portunity to learn more about 
horseback riding and under-
stand the sport on a deeper level. 
Will Yun ’20, a friend of Keller’s, 

remarked how he learned more 
about the demands of horseback 
riding and the significance of 
the rider’s relationship with the 
horse.

“I’ve learned that some ste-
reotypes are true, such as horse-
back riding events, [and] accord-
ing to Alice, being very attentive 
to details. For example, when 
you get on your horse, you have 
to be very proper, your horse has 
to make all the right movements. 
It seems like a pretty strict sport. 
One thing I didn’t really know 
about is that a lot of horseback 
riding has to do with the love 
for the animal, the love that you 
have for your horse. I didn’t re-
ally understand that connection 
until I got to know Alice,” said 
Yun.

Violet Enes ’21, another 
friend of Keller’s, noted Keller’s 
determination to pursue her 
hobby, despite the inaccessibili-
ty of the sport on campus.

“Whenever I go home, I sleep 
a lot, or I don’t really do much, 
but she always tries to see her 
horse as much as she can. To 
see so much dedication and con-
nection to an animal and a sport 
is just really cool, and it’s not 
something you see a lot. I don’t 
think there are any other sports 
like horseback riding. I think we 
see a lot of volleyball team stuff, 
or lacrosse team stuff, or football 
team stuff, and to see something 
that most students aren’t really 
exposed to, but still make up a 
large part of a student’s life, it’s 
really refreshing. She’s just a 
very determined person in gen-
eral, and shows through in her 
commitment to her horseback 
riding hobby,” said Enes.

MELISSA DAMASCENO 
& ANANYA MADDURI

In addition to her 14 years of horseback riding experience, Alice Keller ’20 is Co-Head of Bracelets 4 Benefit.

Alice Keller ’20 Pursues Horseback Riding Passion 
in Time Spent Outside of Andover
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Tong.
During his talk, Tong shared the 

story of Miriam Martinez, a moth-
er of two daughters who worked 
two jobs to support her family. She 
went to Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) for her annual 
visit and was told to leave her fam-
ily and return to Guatemala. Tong, 
then a Connecticut State Repre-
sentative, was asked to help Mar-
tinez and her family.

“[Martinez] had two teenage 
daughters, one of whom has di-
abetes, Brianna. She depends on 
her mom to give her insulin every 
day… I thought, because of my le-
gal background, they were asking 
me to come down and give her 

some legal assistance. When I got 
there, I saw a gathering of clergy 
and other elected officials, and 
someone told me ICE [was] cir-
cling the block right now, threat-
ening to raid Miriam’s apartment 
and come take her from her fami-
ly,” said Tong.

He continued, “I gave [Marti-
nez] a hug when I walked in. I hap-
pened to look down and I caught 
a glimpse of her ankle bracelet ... I 
can’t tell you how chilling it is to 
see someone in your own commu-
nity shackled like that and reduced 
to something less than human. 
That was a stark reminder to me 
on that day that that is not who we 
are. Yet, I’m very concerned about 
who we’re becoming. We live in a 
country now that bans people at 
our airports because of who they 
are, where they come from, the 

god they worship.”
Tong urged students to under-

stand and recognize the immi-
grants in their lives. He suggested 
talking to employees at Paresky 
Commons or to Andover’s night 
custodians, like Paulino Ortega, 
whom Tong met during his time at 
Andover. This sentiment resonat-
ed with Zar Cordova-Potter ’20.

“I think we involve ourselves in 
politics a lot, but we’re not really 
sure what that means on a micro 
level. We think about things on 
a macro level in that we all hold 
opinions about what’s going on in 
the country, but [Tong is] right… 
It’s good to think about something 
on a level where we can actually 
confront it instead of just trying 
to comprehend [these] huge sub-
jects,” said Cordova-Potter.

William Tong ’91 Encourages Andover Students
 to Recognize Surrounding Communities 

Continued from A1, Column 1

in remembering them… it’s hard to 
say that they live on, but, in remem-
bering them, we remember the cause 
that we strive towards. The ideal of 
our society being safe, or safer so that 
that kind of tragedy never happens 
again,” said Wilkin.

Crater, a board member of Never 
Again, expressed similar sentiments. 
To him, the memorial did not aim to 
amass a large turnout or reintroduce 
discourse about gun legislation, but 
simply allowed attendees to be pres-
ent and aware of the tragedy.

“I think remembering and just 
taking time to just sit with some of 
the harrowing things that happen in 
society and just kind of sit in silence 
with them is really powerful… I said 
this to my fellow board members 

before the vigil happened, ‘Guys, 
it doesn’t matter if people actually 
show up for this. And even if it’s just 
four of us, it’s just the fact that we’re 
here and we’re standing here for 17 
minutes. That’s what matters,’” said 
Crater.

After the 2018 shooting, student 
activists from Parkland articulated 
the importance of dialogue con-
cerning gun safety. Emma Gonzales 
and David Hogg, along with other 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas stu-
dents, founded the March for our 
Lives and pioneered the #neveragain 
movement. The Never Again Club, 
founded in 2018 after the March for 
Our Lives, similarly discusses gun 
legislation and hopes to honor all 
those affected by shootings across 
the United States. Scott explained the 
importance of continuing to fight for 
change and using social media to pre-
vent the cultural and political move-
ment from becoming ephemeral. 

“This is always something hard, 
because you don’t want people to 
have to get really into gun violence 
and advocating for victims, because 
in an ideal world that wouldn’t be a 
thing. But since that’s just not reality, 
we definitely need to just remember 
it’s not just a trend that went around 
Instagram for a year. It’s 17 people’s 
lives, students and faculty. [There 
are] so many, so many cases—each 
year, 80,000 people are killed by gun 
violence,” said Scott.

She continued, “I think a way that 
we can kind of get people talking 
about it again… [is through] social 
media, even if people are just follow-
ing a trend, if they see their friends 
post something on their story and 
then they repost it, it might be super-
ficial at first, but after a while, after 
you see stories and messages all over 
social media, you’ll look into it and 
you’ll start caring.”

Never Again Vigil Recognizes 17 Minutes of Silence 
for 17 Killed in 2018 Parkland Shooting 

Continued from A1, Column 1

COURTESY OF ALICE KELLER
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?Questions
with

Paige Roberts
REPORTING BY WILLIAM YUE

Editor’s Note: Ben Fu is an Illustration Editor for The Phillipian. 
Abby Ryan is a Sports Editor for The Phillipian. 

Paige Roberts is the Director of the Archives and Special Collections at 

the Oliver Wendell Holmes Library. When Roberts is not on campus, she 

enjoys hiking in the White Mountains and going to the beach.

 
What’s your favorite part of your job?

My favorite part of my job is working with students. I 
feel like there are so many interesting projects and compel-
ling questions that students have that are worth exploring 

through material in the Archives. That’s fun.

What is one thing you’ve learned during your time at 
Andover?

One interesting thing is the wide variety of questions that 
people can ask using the material in the Archives about 

school history or other topics in, say, U.S. history.

What’s it like doing research into the past?
I’m thinking about my own experience as a researcher, 

and I have to say that it can be very frustrating. Because un-
like in the library, where you can go and either pull a book off 
the shelf or somehow find it from some other library, you’re 
having to look through a lot of primary source documents, 
and you may not actually find what you’re looking for, and 

you may have to shift your question a little bit, the issue that 
you’re exploring. So it can be frustrating. Research can be 
intimidating. It can be sad if there’s sad information, let’s 

say about a student who passed away 100 years ago. And it 
can be exciting. I think particularly the connections that you 
can make about people in the past are really pretty amazing 

sometimes.

What does your daily routine look like?
One thing I really like about my job is that it is very varied. 

Because I am the only person doing the Archives and Special 
Collections, I do everything from working with alumni to 
bringing new donations in and new collections in…I also 

have various transcription projects, so projects for students 
to transcribe primary source documents in the Archives. And 

then I’m always trying to work on improving my website. 

What is your favorite book?
It’s such a common thing to say probably, but, in some 

ways, my favorite book is the one I’ve read most recently. I 
feel like I’ve read so many amazing books lately. One of them 
was actually this really incredible book called “Soul Moun-
tain” [by Gao Xingjian]. He was, I think, the only Chinese 

author to win the Nobel Prize. It was written around 1980...
It’s sort of autobiographical, a true story about this guy who 

was diagnosed with cancer, and he basically goes on this 
amazing bus trip and then he walks up this mountain, then 

meets a hermit and has all these just amazing experiences. A 
really extraordinary book.

What’s something that most people don’t know about 
you?

I have recently become sort of a reluctant dog person. I 
never liked dogs, and now we have a dog and I like dogs now.

Do you have any crazy experiences you want to share?
I’ve had some pretty intense experiences winter hiking 

in the White Mountains. You know when it’s below zero 
and there’s ice and you’re trying to climb up this sheer face 
with ice, wearing crampons after hiking eight miles.

What’s one thing you cannot live without?
Water.

What’s your favorite spot on campus?
I don’t know if it’s too weird to say, but right here [in the 

Archives]. I love the Washington Elm. I’m very lucky to have 
the Washington Elm right here. Well, maybe that and also 

Elm Arch, too.

Who inspires you?
Maybe it won’t sound sincere, but I mean it sincerely that 

a lot of the students here inspire me. I think in terms of their 
motivation, curiosity, and energy to improve things.
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Clara Isaza-Bishop, Head 
of the Spanish Department, is 
spearheading an initiative to 
completely change the Span-
ish Department curriculum by 
eliminating textbooks and im-
plementing more culturally-fo-
cused materials. The Spanish 
Department has been receiving 
support from the Tang Insti-
tute, Associate Director of Edu-
cational Initiatives Erin McClo-
skey, World Languages Division 
Head Elizabeth Meyer, and 
others in order to execute the 
changes they have been plan-
ning over three years, according 
to Isaza-Bishop.

 “It’s been a process of three 
years… we were following the 
textbooks and we decided that 
we could do better. The vocab-
ulary wasn’t interesting [and] 
wasn’t relevant to the students’ 

lives… it was difficult to make all 
of a sudden; it’s difficult to cre-
ate everything from scratch,” 
said Isaza-Bishop.

The changes are mainly fo-
cused on allowing the students 
to make connections between 
what they are learning in class 
and real-world communication. 
They are also working on ex-
posing students to a variety of 
Spanish dialects, such as Span-
ish spoken in Spain, Spanish 
spoken in Latin America, or 
Spanish spoken in America.

“Everything that happens in 
the classroom is related to the 
lives of the students and con-
nected to the Spanish world. 
We want to make meaningful 
connections, so that [things] are 
relevant to the students’ lives. 
This used to happen a lot in the 
high level courses but not the 
low level courses. Our classes 
are not all about verb tenses and 
it’s more about what students 
can do for communication or 

what would be interesting for 
them,” said Isaza-Bishop.

With the new curriculum, 
multimedia resources will be 
used to educate students rather 
than traditional textbooks. 100 
and 200-level Spanish courses 
forewent their textbooks this 
year in favor of more authentic 
and personal materials, such 
as audio or news articles. The 
department has been working 
very hard to successfully nav-
igate the curriculum to a new 
place. According to Isaza-Bish-
op, the new curriculum is based 
on the World-Readiness Stan-
dards For Learning Languages 
created by the American Coun-
cil on the Teaching of Foreign 
Languages (ACTFL).

“At the high level we already 
don’t use textbooks, but at the 
low-level we are using old ma-
terials. We are using authentic 
texts, and by authentic texts I 
mean articles and music. We 
use multimedia made for some-

one in Spain or Columbia, and 
what we do is we work with 
those and create exercises that 
are comprehensible to the stu-
dent,” said Isaza-Bishop.

The department is also try-
ing to incorporate climate and 
sustainability into the new cur-
riculum, partially inspired by 
the efforts of Salvador Gómez 
Colón ’21. Gómez Colón is an 
activist for social-humanitar-
ian work and was invited to 
the World Economic Forum 
(W.E.F.) to talk about sustain-
ability, so Isaza-Bishop record-
ed a conversation of theirs in 
Spanish about the W.E.F., his 
work, and climate activism. 

“I interviewed him in Span-
ish so he could tell us about his 
experience and why he became 
interested in environmental is-
sues. Now we are in the process 
of editing the video and making 
activities with it. This video will 
be used in the 200-level course 
where we are studying how our 

daily habits have an impact on 
the world. This video will help 
us review vocabulary and learn 
about Salvador’s story on how 
he became involved in environ-
mental issues,” said Isaza-Bish-
op.

Nico von Eckartsberg ’23 
is in Spanish-200 and enjoys 
learning from this cultural-
ly-oriented curriculum, versus 
one focused on a textbook. 

“I think learning from au-
thentic materials is better be-
cause you really learn a sense 
of how people talk in Span-
ish-speaking cultures, as well as 
what is useful knowledge. Some 
things in the textbook you just 
will never use when actually 
talking to a person. I also think 
in my class we focus on speak-
ing a lot and that’s really im-
portant because if, let’s say, you 
visit Mexico, speaking is proba-
bly the most important skill to 
know,” said von Eckartsberg.

ALMA MARK-FONG & 
ALEX ZHANG

Spanish Department and Tang Institute Revolutionize Curriculum

COURTESY  OF PAIGE ROBERTS

Meet the 2020-2021 Student Body Co-Presidental Candidates

 Ben Fu and Lizzy GLazer:

aidan Burt and aBBy ryan:

MeGan Cui and SaLvador GóMez-CoLón:

JaCk PaLFrey and SuMMer Seward: 
Summer Seward:

 Students should vote for us because we are 
determined to make Andover more equitable 
for all students regardless of race, class, gen-

der, and sexuality. Diversity and inclusion 
are some of the main points on our platform 

and are our driving force in this race. We 
will be a voice for all students and make sure 
that every voice is heard. Being an Andover 

student means so much to both of us, and we 
would like to do everything in our power to 
make the Andover experience enjoyable for 
everyone. Both Jack and I are committed to 
being available for all students and making 

changes for the better of Andover.

Abby Ryan: 
Overall, the [BlueLife] app encompasses 
several aspects of student life and fosters 

transparency between student council 
and the student body. In general, Aidan 

and I want to focus on time and transpar-
ency. All of our goals, like extending the 

cut policy to the full double-block, match 
the new schedule. For our time initia-

tives, we are hoping that these changes 
accomplish our main goal of adapting 
policy to the new schedule so we can 

create more time for students to make 
the most of Andover. 

Ben Fu:
We hope that our peers will understand 

that we are genuine and are eager to 
make changes. We made sure that ev-

erything on our platform is 100 percent 
achievable within our reign as co-pres-

idents. There are no empty promises. 
Here’s our biggest principle: solidarity. 
We are here for everyone at [Andover]. 
We relate to you. We are going through 
this unique experience together, and we 
want to make it clear that we’re not just 

broadcasting banal platitudes. We’re just 
two people trying to platform a message 
of solidarity. Our platform and ideas are 
different from the other candidates. We 
have plans that aren’t the ones that have 
been found on platforms for years. We’re 

pragmatic and principled.  

Megan Cui:
Our platform is a collection of creative, 
feasible, and exciting ideas that repre-
sent the interests of the student body. 

Our proposals include categories of 
sustainability, student well-being, and 

school policies. We’re the only Co-Presi-
dential pair that addresses sustainability 
as a key priority. We’ll advocate for the 
implementation of the Climate Curric-
ulum and work with administrative and 
cluster leaderships to make Andover a 

more sustainable campus. We hope that 
by introducing Wellness Day, extend-

ing Personal time, and establishing our 
“Feel-Better” stations, we can greatly im-
prove the wellbeing of our student body. 

On Tuesday, February 18, the four candidate pairs for the co-presidency participated in a debate in the Mural Room, after having released their campaign platforms 
the previous Friday. Students will vote today, Friday, February 21, to determine which two pairs will advance to the final debate at the start of Spring Term. 

REPORTING BY ESTEE DABBOUS
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A8 IDENTITY CRISIS h a v i n g  p h u n ?  u s  n e i t h e r . UM will still never find love.

scientists all over the world want to know: 
what made mr. ventre think he could announce hosd like that

OVERHEARD 
on the 
paths

“I like following PETA on Instagram 
to remind myself why I eat meat.”

The Week’s Top Headlines

• It’s Penultimate Week? Says Everybody 

• The Raccoons–We Mean, Uppers–In  
Commons Seem Very Tired 

• Lower Who Grossly Mis-Interpreted the 
Rules of Assassin Has Been Escorted to 
Prison 

• Condom Count in Sykes has Somehow  
Increased Since Winter Break 

• Rockwell Dorm Member Leading Suspect 
in CVS Lotion Bottle Theft  

• The Gelb Birds Signed a Record Deal!

Slightly Belated But… 
Our Goals for CXLIII

“No cap… young Castro lookin’ kinda nice in 
that documentary we watched in Spanish.”

“We met at 
study hall, 

he had three 
cuts, I had 

four!”

“No, Connor, [Unnamed PAPS Officer] is not 
going to prom with you.”

“Pack your brushes and find 
another cosmetology school.”

- Make as many people as possible, as uncomfortable 
as possible.
- Have “CXL-Tri” catch on.
- Belittle Upper Management.
- Successfully rig the 2020 Presidential Election.
- Convince colleges that running the Eighth Page is a 
lot harder than it actually is.
- Maintain our air of superiority over all other  
sections.
- Get an exclusive interview with Nikki Giovanni, no 
cameras.
- Have a conversation with Nestor and not be peeing  
ourselves in fear the entire time.
- Learn the Renegade, master the Renegade, challenge 
Charli D’amelio to a dance-off and WIN, and then 
burn down the Hype House.

Our Goals for the Section
- Like, not a lot?

Palfrey Fan Club Gets  
Violent At Peace Talks

Fans of former Head of 
School John Palfrey were 
fulfilled two Saturday 
nights ago when he re-
turned to campus for the 
Philomathean Society’s 
“Democracy and Disinfor-
mation” panel. The entire 
student body has felt Pal-
frey’s absence since the 
fall, following his spring 
decision to split from the 
Dean of Students office 
and go solo. According 
to his manager, Palfrey 
thought it was time for the 
two groups to “go out and 
forge safe, brave spaces to-
gether, but also separate-
ly.” He added, “I really re-
spect all of the work Mrs. 
Elliott, LCG, and Ventre 
are doing, but I have to do 
this for my music.” We’re 
not really sure why he 
started talking about mu-
sic at this point, but, hey, 
the man’s a visionary. Plus, 
the time away has clearly 
added to his allure. Over 
thirty of his most devout 
supporters, the self-de-

clared “Palfries”, showed 
up to the D&D (sadly, this 
stands for the capital-B 
Boring one above, not the 
cool roleplay game every-
one loves) event at which 
he was speaking. Although 
the Palfries tape-record-
ed the entire evening to 
pore over later, most of 
their time was spent wor-
shipping the ground he 
stood on, screaming “WE 
LOVE YOU JPALF!”, and 
clawing at his clothes and/
or toupee (one especial-
ly persistent Palfrie even 
successfully snatched the 
latter). The climax, how-

ever, came when the entire 
entourage simultaneous-
ly tore off their clothes to 
reveal the words “[Exple-
tive] Chicago, PA wants 
JP back!” written across 
their chests. Unfortunate-
ly, it was at this time that 
PAPS was called and came 
to detain the agitators, and 
this reporter was barred 
from following. Ah, the 
obstruction of journalistic 
justice strikes yet again. 
Check back in again next 
week for an in-depth in-
terview with the Palfries 
themselves!

STAFF

Isn’t he glorious.

WANT TO WRITE FOR THE PHILLIPIAN, BUT DON’T  
REALLY WANT TO PUT IN A LOT OF TIME AND/OR  
EFFFORT? WRITE FOR THE EIGHTH PAGE!!! Email 

lrademacher21, ksimard21, and hkatkavich21@andover.edu. 
You don’t need to be funny, just a living, breathing person who 
maybe owns a computer. Don’t even worry about that last part.

“I know Amazon is evil but I need 
my jade roller NOW.”

All That We Did 
On HoSD

• Listened to Somebody That I Used to Know by 
Gotye for 24 straight hours. 

• Took pictures (but didn’t actually do any-
thing). 

• Got baptised.
• Called my cousins from Utah.
• Remembered that everyone who goes to public 

school also had the day off.
• Went to classes (try-hard).
• Posted “Happy HoSD! :)” on Snap as if every-

one wasn’t already aware.
• Filed for divorce.
• Met another recent divorcee over the bar.
• Hit it off with Sharon, asked her out on a date.
• And prayed for the Messiah, Dr. Raynard S. 

Kington, to arrive.

Well, here we are. We asked “UM” if we could have ad space this 
week, but Zach said no because apparently ads “aren’t jokes,”  

and putting them on a satire page would be unfair to the  
purchasers. But this page should actually be the most expensive  

ad space because, in contrast to the rest of The Phillipian,  
people read it. Plus, News gets a full page of JUST ad every week. 
Give it to us, bruh. We could be the Seventh and Eighth Page. But I 
guess no one believes in the Eighth Page anymore—fine. We don’t 
need you, either. Anyway, I’m just super excited about C*ptain’s 

Mediterranean Pizza & Subs and their TWO FOR ONE DEAL ON 
MEATBALL SUBS THIS WEEK ONLY TWO MEATBALL SUBS 
LARGE/EXTRA LARGE/OBESE ONLY $14.99 PLUS TAX AND 
TIP. AND FOR ONLY THREE DOLLARS AMERICAN, GET A 
PIZZA COOKIE ADDED ONTO YOUR ORDER. FRISBEE’D 

DIRECTLY INTO YOUR MOUTH. Because as a boarding student, 
I often find myself hungry after dinner closes, and especially after 
sign-in when Susie’s isn’t an option. That’s why I always give my 
business to CAP**IN’S P*ZZA & SUBS MEDITERRANEAN 

WHO ALWAYS DELIVER LATE, UP UNTIL 10 p.m. EASTERN 
TIME. And as an athlete, it’s important for me to stay healthy and fit. 
That’s why I really appreciate MEDITERRANEAN PI**AS & CAP-

TA**’S “GO GREEN” MENU, WITH AMAZING, FRESH SAL-
ADS THAT MAKE ME SAY “WOW!”,  ALONG WITH ALL THE 
BEVERAGES I NEED TO FUEL MY BODY CORRECTLY LIKE 
2-LITERS SPR*TE, COKE, FANTA, PEPSI, AND BARQ’S DIET 
ROOTBEER, ALL $2.99 THROUGH MARCH. I bet our readers 

would agree! But of course, we can’t have ads.
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super-fan alex 
park ’21 has 

attended every  
home bball game

Off of three quick passes in 
the Andover neutral zone, Ol-
ivia O’Brien PG’20 crossed in 
front of the net to score the 
crucial goal that led the team 
to a 2-1 win over Milton this 
past Friday. Following the win, 
Andover Girls Hockey suffered 
a 5-0 loss against Williston 
Northampton on Saturday. On 
Wednesday, Andover came to 
a 1-1 tie against an undefeated 
Nobles and Greenough team. 
The team now stands at a 13-

7-1 record.
Andover was able to start off 

the Milton game in control on 
defense which led to numer-
ous offensive opportunities, 
according to Co-Captain Lilly 
Feeney ’20.

“We were aggressive on our 
neutral zone forecheck, so we 
made them turn the puck over 
in the neutral zone, which gave 
us some offensive chances. 
We just came out really fast. 
The power play goal by Olivia 
O’Brien was really nice. We all 
connected on three different 
passes in our neutral zone that 
led to a shot from right in front 
of the net that went in,” said 
Feeney.

According to goalie and 
Co-Captain Sophia Merageas 
’20, Andover’s defensive game 
was successful in holding Mil-
ton to very few offensive op-
portunities. 

Merageas said, “There was 
a moment on defense that was 
kind of small where there was 
really good defensive commu-
nication and coverage between 
our two defensemen. We were 
able to break the puck up and 
generate more opportuni-
ties. So, over the course of the 
game, having good defense and 
being able to shift accordingly 
was really important.”

Against Williston, penal-
ties were one of the problems 
for Andover. Going forward, 
the team looks to refine skat-
ing technique in order to react 
quickly during changes of pos-
session, according to Rachel 
Neyman ’20. 

“In the Williston game, we 
had a lot of penalty kills be-
cause we got a lot of penalties 
called on us. We did really well 
killing them, and we were able 
to make it through almost all 
without goals against. After 
the Williston game, we need 
to improve on using our speed 
as well as stops and starts. 
We need to stop on the puck, 
turn around, and back check 
because the teams from here 
on out will be quick and tran-
sition from defense to offense 
quickly,” said Neyman.

Due to its undefeated re-
cord, Nobles was one of An-
dover’s toughest opponents. 
According to Merageas, Ando-
ver was able to find its rhythm 
throughout the game, resulting 
in a tie.

“We went into the game 
knowing we were an underdog 
and weren’t expected to win, 
and coming out with a tie was 
honestly just as impressive in 
my book. I think that really 
came from the energy that we 

had on the bench. Things were 
just clicking on so many levels. 
One thing was breaking out of 
our defensive zone, our wing-
ers were able to get the puck 
out very well. We didn’t allow 
the Nobles defensemen to in-
tercept passes from us, and we 
made tape to tape passes which 
was awesome,” said Merageas.

The team looks to fine tune 
its overall play and start the 
upcoming games off with ex-
plosiveness, according to Fee-

ney. 
Feeney said, “I think just 

consistency [is something to 
work on]. If we come out fast 
every game I think we could 
win the entire league, but we 
have had games where we 
come out flat. So, I guess just 
playing just as fast every game 
[is our goal].” 

The team will play Worces-
ter away this Saturday.

Max Hunger ’20, Co-Captain Sam Donchi ’20,  Co-Captain Arnold Su ’20, and Marcus Lee ’21 broke a longstanding 
Easterns meet record weekend in the 400-Yard Freestyle Relay.

COURTESY OF DAVID FOX

Boys Swimming & Diving Secures Second 
Consecutive Easterns Championship

In the final individual race of 
the meet, Yubo Jin ’21 finished 
fourth in his 100 breastroke final 
with a time of 55.53 seconds, set-
ting new Upper, school, pool, and 
New England records. Jin broke 
former Co-Captain Neil Simpson’s 
’19 groundbreaking record from 
last year, exemplifying the growth 
and dedication of this year’s team, 
according to Hank Yang ’22. 

“I think that for him to break 
the school record that was set by 
Neil Simpson last year was really 
special because I think after Neil 
broke it last year, we thought that it 
was never going to be touched. So 
for Yubo to break it at Easterns was 
a very monumental moment for 
himself and for the team. I know 
Yubo worked very hard to accom-
plish this goal and I think it shows 
that our team has a very competi-
tive mindset and that we will do 
what it takes to achieve our goals,” 
said Yang. 

Andover accumulated 641 
points during the meet, beating the 
second-place team by 155.5 points 
to win its second consecutive East-
erns Championship. Divers Zack 
Peng ’21, Johann Asmus Leon ’20, 
and Bennett Pease ’21 competed 
in eleven dives each and placed 
fourth, 20th, and 22nd, respective-
ly. 

The team set a total of 23 new re-
cords and surpassed 24 All-Ameri-
can standards, and many members 

of the team achieved personal best 
times. Winning another Easterns 
Championship after the team’s 
monumental first victory last year 
was the team’s ultimate goal since 
the beginning of the season, ac-
cording to Yang.

According to Co-Captain Ar-
nold Su ’20 and Brendon Fang ’22, 
Eastern’s differed from Andover’s 
other meets this season because 
of the intensity on deck and the 
amount of preparation that went 
into such a successful overall team 
performance.

In an email to The Phillipian, Su 
wrote, “The meet is much larger 
and more competitive than our 
normal dual meets. For starters, 
there are over ten schools attend-
ing, and [oftentimes] we would 
have to fight for our place. I think 
the atmosphere was a lot more ex-
citing and intense, as we cheered 
each other on and [were] able to 
watch some really close and in-
tense races play out.”

“It was a lot more focused be-
cause our previous meets have 
been dual meets. So we were more 
focused on practicing for Eastern’s. 
So this time suiting up, swimming 
multiple events, and having a fi-
nal, you tend to become more ner-
vous and become more focused on 
placement and points,” said Fang.

The meet culminated in a re-
cord-breaking 400-freestyle relay 
performance from Marcus Lee ’21, 
Su, Co-Captain Sam Donchi ’20, 
and Max Hunger ’20. The race was 
tied after the third leg, and Hunger 
finished in a time of 43.98 seconds 

to secure the victory for Andover 
by almost two seconds over Epis-
copal Academy.  

“I think that the last 400-Free 
Relay was perfect because it was 
the last event and we didn’t have 
that many first places because our 
team was pretty well-rounded. But 
the last race was really close and 
then Max Hunger ’20 really went 
for it and that helped us win so that 
was really memorable,” said Fang.

According to Su, the meet pro-
vided an opportunity for the team 
to bond outside of the pool. The 
team will shift its focus to improv-
ing for its final two meets of the 
season: a dual meet against Exeter 
and finally, New Englands. 

“I think the best takeaway is 
that a lot of people went to the 
meet and were able to achieve per-
sonal bests, as well as supporting 
and cheering each other on. It was 
a great experience for everyone to 
be competing at such a competi-
tive and fast meet, and I think we 
all grew closer as a team in the pro-
cess,” wrote Su.

He continued, “The team will 
continue to train hard and hone in 
on the events we will swim at New 
Englands. I think our goals will re-
main the same as they have ever 
been, which is to keep improving 
as a team and to achieve 100 per-
cent personal bests for everyone.”

The team will travel to Phillips 
Academy Exeter on Wednesday, 
February 26 for its annual Ando-
ver/Exeter competition. 

JAY AZIABOR

Kylie Quinlan ’20 scored one of Andover’s two goals against Milton. 
AMARA NEAL/THE PHILLIPIAN
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Graeleigh Jones ’21 broke the 
previous school record set in 2017 
for the 100-Yard Breaststroke with 
the time of 1:05.37 this past week-
end at the Eastern Interscholastic 
Swimming & Diving Champion-
ships (Easterns). Due to Jones’s 
performance and the multiple 
personal and season records set by 
the rest of the team, Andover Girls 
Swimming & Diving was able to 
finish in fourth place at Easterns 
with a total of 418 points.

According to Gwen Empie ’21 
and Co-Captain Grace Hitchcock 
’20, the team was not anticipating 
an exceptional improvement from 
last year’s eighth place champion-
ship finish, and is impressed by the 
number of personal and season re-
cords broken this past week.

“Having almost 100 percent 
season or personal bests is pretty 
incredible, especially in swimming 
which doesn’t really happen often 
because it’s unlikely everyone hits 
on the same weekend… It definite-
ly came as a surprise to me that we 
improved so much compared to 
last year. Last year we had a real-
ly strong team and obviously this 
year we have an even stronger 
team. It’s super cool to see how our 
team managed losing so many Se-
niors last year and how we recov-
ered from that,” said Empie.

Hitchcock added, “I think this 
year, a lot more people were real-
ly happy and satisfied with how 
they did. Personally, last year, I 
remember that some of my other 
teammates and I were kind of dis-
appointed in our performance and 
felt like we could have gone faster 
or we should’ve raced harder. This 
year, all of the intense training 
throughout this season really paid 
off, and I think people did a great 
job of putting a finishing touch on 
their races.”

The team attributes its success-
ful meet to the overall hard work 
the swimmers and divers put into 
practice the entire season, accord-

ing to Hannah Ono ’22 and Emma 
Cheung ’23.

“It’s definitely really satisfying 
to see all of everyone’s hard work 
pay off at the end of Easterns, es-
pecially since we rested a lot more 
for this meet than we have for dual 
meets,” said Ono.

Cheung said, “There were some 
people who may have added time 
during preliminaries, but coming 
back to finals, they were able to 
bring their A-game. A lot of peo-
ple ended up getting season bests. 
Although there were a few races 
where people added time, in the 
end they came through and really 
pushed themselves.”

Looking towards the end of the 
season, Andover is hoping to use 
its performance at Easterns as an 
example for New Englands in two 
weeks, as well as for motivation for 
the team to push for faster times.

Veronika Kisova ’23 said, “We 
had a really good season up until 
now, and I think Easterns was just 
building on that. Our main focus is 
New Englands, which is in a few 
weeks, so I think this was a really 
good example of what we’re going 
to be able to accomplish there. We 
all swam really amazingly well, 
and I think it was just really good 
to see what we can all accomplish 
together at the meet.”

Hitchcock added, “One of the 
things that I’ve noticed in a lot of 
our races this weekend was our 
ability to chase down another per-
son. Not very many swimming rac-
es come down to you being neck 
and neck with the person next 
to you, but it’s always the most 
important ones that end up that 
way. In looking ahead to New En-
glands, that’s definitely something 
that we’re going to try to hone in 
on and be able to attack the races 
and chase down the person next 
to you and be the one that does the 
out-touching instead of the one 
getting out-touched.”

Andover will travel to Phillips 
Exeter Academy next Wednesday. 

Girls Swimming & Diving 
Places Fourth at Easterns

CHRISTINE MICHAEL

The Girls team’s fourth-place finish boosted Andover to an overall com-
bined win.

COURTESY OF GRACE HITCHCOCK
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‘Textbook’ Claire Davis ’20 Leads Diving 
Team as Technical and Supportive Captain

Despite having no prior expe-
rience in competitive diving, Cap-
tain Claire Davis ’20 joined the 
team as a Junior, and has proven to 
be an integral member of the div-
ing team. Earlier this season, Davis 
won her first meet of her diving 
career.

According to Davis, her exten-
sive experience in gymnastics al-
lowed her to easily transition into 
diving. As with gymnastics, Davis 
has enjoyed the opportunity to 
keep learning new techniques as 
her skills progress. 

“I like that you can be constant-
ly learning and growing in diving. 
There isn’t much room to be stag-
nant because there’s always some 
new dive that you can learn or new 
technique that you can try. In that 
way it’s similar to gymnastics be-
cause you move up levels and get 
certain classes of skills, so you can 
constantly be improving and you 
don’t really have that plateau effect 
that I think happens in many other 
sports,” said Davis.

Davis’s favorite part about being 
Captain is the opportunity to bring 
the team together and create a sup-
porting environment. According to 
Davis, having a leader on the team 
was vital to her as an underclass-
men, as diving is a mentally chal-

lenging sport. 
Davis said, “The diving team 

was one of my first introductions 
to feeling really at home at Ando-
ver… It just felt really cool to know 
that my support would really mean 
something to people now that I’m 
this leadership role. I think [sup-
porting each other] is something 
that is especially important on 
a diving team where a lot of the 
problems you have in diving are 
mental ones. It’s really important 
to feel like you have a network of 
support and that you don’t feel 
competitive with each other in a 
way that’s not productive.”

According to teammate Presley 
Kmeta-Suarez ’22, Davis is a key 
part of the team due to her diving 
skills as well as her humility and 
positive attitude.  

“Claire is an insane diver. [Head 
Coach Belinda Wolf ] calls her 
‘Textbook Claire’ because any 
dive she does is perfect. She has 
the perfect form, perfect pointed 
toes. Every time she does a dive, 
the team always watches it back 
because Coach always says, ‘Watch 
how Claire does it,’ because she 
does it so well, yet Claire still stays 
humble,” said Kmeta-Suarez.

In addition to leading the team 
technically, Davis also consistent-
ly checks in with the divers to see 
how they are doing outside of prac-
tice, according to Kmeta-Suarez. 

Kmeta-Suarez said, “I think ev-
eryone can agree that [Davis] is a 
great leader. She really does care 
about every single one of us and 
how we’re doing outside of diving. 
She always asks, ‘Oh, how was your 
day?’ or ‘How have you been feel-
ing?’ which is just such a nice thing 
to do and makes you feel listened 
to.”

According to Ingrid Appen ’22, 
Davis is able to bring the team 
together through small gestures 
before meets and by giving advice 
during practice.  

Appen said, “One of the really 
nice things Claire does is that be-
fore big meets, she gives us cards 
and candy, which is really sweet 
because it’s sometimes a stressful 
time, but she makes it a lot more 

positive and brings the team to-
gether. She’s a really great person 
to talk to. She’s a great person and 
a good friend. I go to her for advice 
a lot about diving. If I don’t know 
what dives I should do, I’ll ask her, 
and usually she’ll be able to answer 
pretty well...If we are struggling in 
practice or even out of practice, she 
brings us all up and helps us out.” 

As a captain, Davis hopes to 
demonstrate the same leadership 
and kindness that her previous 
captains exhibited. Davis took this 
opportunity by traveling to East-
erns in Pennsylvania last weekend 
to cheer on her team despite a back 
injury that prevented her from 
competing. 

Davis said, “I, unfortunately, was 
not able to compete [at Easterns] 
this year because of a back injury, 
but with the support of the swim 
and dive coaches, I decided to actu-
ally go to Easterns and watch even 
though I didn’t compete. I just felt 
it was really important to be there 
for the team… When people on the 
team told me that they were really 
glad that I came or that they were 
happy I got to see their dives, it felt 
really fulfilling and made me hap-
py that even doing something kind 
of small can really help.”

As the season comes to a close, 
Davis hopes the team can perform 
at its best at New Englands in two 
weeks by completing new dives 
and taking risks.

Davis said, “My freshman year, 
I learned one of my dives right 
before a meet. I had done it once 
or twice before, but it was pretty 
sketchy, and I was on the board 
shaking before I went. I hope that 
everyone gets through those dives 
that are a little bit suspicious be-
cause they’re new. I just really 
hope everyone dives their very best 
at New Englands because that’s an 
11-dive meet, so you have to com-
pete pretty much every dive that 
you know you can do well. I just 
hope that we can all be well-rested 
and really mentally and physically 
ready before the meet so everyone 
can be in the right headspace and 
get all of their dives done to end the 
season on a good note.”

CHRISTINE MICHAEL

GRACE WANG/THE PHILLIPIAN

Claire Davis ’20 was a competitive 
gymnast before joining the Diving 
team at Andover.

Co-Captain Grace Hitchcock ’20 Brings Organization and Passion to the Team 

This season, Andover Girls 
Swimming Co-Captain Grace 
Hitchcock ’20 has developed 
her versatility as a swimmer, 
swimming the 100-Yard But-
terfly in addition to the 500-
Yard Freestyle. According 

to Hitchcock, noticing what 
made her previous captains 
special has helped her improve 
as both a teammate and leader.

Hitchcock said, “I think the 
biggest part of [being on the 
team for four years] has been 
having several other amazing 
captains to look up to and see 
what they’ve done to make our 
team faster and better each 
year and sort of building off of 
the trajectory that they’ve laid 
down… I think that that has sort 
of opened the door for me and 
my Co-Captain, Jackie [Rossi 
’20], to step up and make some 
changes to the team this year 
that we really think will allow 
the girls to have a better time 
during the season and also to 
perform better as a team.”

Mary Kate Turk ’22 and Ros-
si admire Hitchcock’s commit-
ment to the team and believe 
that it has been crucial this 
season.

Rossi said, “Grace is a plan-
ner, which is a great thing be-
cause she’s super organized in 
the way she leads the team. She 
has this term called ‘garbage 

yardage,’ and what it means is 
swimming just to swim yards 
and not really doing anything 
with that distance. I think that 
her strength as a captain is 
that she really tries to elimi-
nate that ‘garbage yardage’ and 
make every minute in the pool 
as efficient as possible.”

Turk added, “She has really 
stood out, because you can tell 
that she cares about the sport 
and the team. She also knows 
a lot about the sport and that 
is reflected back on the rest of 
the team. This year, before big 
meets, we do ice baths. Earlier 
in the season, she brought in a 
[former] Olympian to help us 
with our technique. So, there 
are a lot of little things that 
show that she really cares.”

Hitchcock strives to main-
tain a sense of closeness among 
the swimmers and believes the 
team’s camaraderie plays a 
large role in its success.

Hitchcock said, “Supporting 
each other is always my num-
ber one priority. I think what 
makes our team so special is 
the fact that we will always be 

at the end of the lane cheering 
for each other when we’re not 
swimming. It honestly makes 
your job as an individual 
swimmer on the team so much 
easier, because you know that 
you’re not just standing up on 
the blocks competing to get a 
best time for yourself; you are 
really up there to score points 
for the team,” said Hitchcock.

According to both Turk and 
Head Coach Paul Murphy ’84, 
Hitchcock’s love for the team 
and for swimming make her an 
exceptional captain.

Murphy said, “Grace reads 
people really well [and] tends 
to be a little bit more of an as-
sistant coach. She really has 
helped give feedback to us, es-
pecially in the late part of the 
season about resting or how 
much we should be doing or 
pushing. It is an important role 
that I don’t necessarily hear 
from everyone.”

Turk said, “I think she defi-
nitely is someone who her 
teammates look up to because 
she’s a really good leader… 
She’s done a really good job of 

bringing the team together and 
making us all care more about 
the sport.”

After being on the team for 
four years, Hitchcock is grate-
ful for her experiences with 
what she considers a tight-
ly-knit group.

Hitchcock said, “This team 
truly is at the very pinnacle 
of the definition of a team. In 
practice, we push each other 
on sets so we can all be faster 
when it comes time to com-
pete. We sit down and talk to 
each other about what our in-
dividual goals are, and how 
those goals will all fall into 
place so we can achieve the 
team goals. We all have that 
extra energy that we want to 
put towards swimming so that 
we, as a team, can be the best 
that we can be. So for me, those 
aspects of our team have real-
ly invigorated my love for the 
sport, and I don’t think that 
I could have found that any-
where else besides here.”

Co-Captain Arnold Su ’20 
Exemplifies Consistency and Devotion

Holding school records in three 
separate relays, Andover Boys 
Swimming & Diving Co-Captain 
Arnold Su ’20 placed fourth in both 
the 200-Yard Individual Medley 
and 100-Yard Freestyle at the East-
ern Championships, leading Ando-
ver to a first place finish.

According to teammate Ralph 
Lam ’22, Su’s success in the pool 
comes as a result of his relentless 
work ethic and commitment.

“Arnold brings a lot of dedica-
tion to the team and also a great 
level of focus and intensity, but 
in a good way. Although he has 
moments where he is very light 
and goofy and funny, he is able to 

quickly switch into this very fo-
cused and disciplined mode that is 
truly admirable,” said Lam.

For Su, swimming has been an 
integral part of his life, as he began 
to swim at the age of nine.

Su said, “When I first started 
swimming, at the time I was trying 
a lot of sports because I was just a 
small kid so my parents put me in 
a lot of sports. One of the sports I 
tried was swimming and I ended 
up being pretty good at it so that’s 
how I started. First, I just started it 
as a form of exercise, then I started 
liking it more so I started compet-
ing and getting a more competitive 
feel… I think [Andover] is where I 
really started to like swimming a 
lot more [because of ] competing 
with the team and everything.”

As a captain, Su works with his 
fellow Co-Captain Sam Donchi ’20 
to build a strong support system for 
the team.

“Sam and I, both as captains, 
like to think that we have to be 
good role models in everything… 
[We try to] be very approachable 
and comforting and easy to talk to 
because sometimes it can be a little 
intimidating being part of a team 
for the first time especially if you’re 
new, but know that’s something 
you have to be able to do as a cap-
tain,” said Su.

According to teammate Yubo 
Jin ’21, Su lets his actions do the 
talking and sets the standard for 
everyone on the team.

Jin said, “He leads through ac-
tions much less than his words. 
He’s arguably one of the best swim-

mers on the team. He’s always very 
consistent with his technique, his 
dedication to swimming is amaz-
ing… He’s consistent, he’s fast, and 
mainly he inspires others by doing 
well himself and everyone strives 
to be him. [Su] and Sam together 
make a great combo, the team this 
year is really good thanks to both of 
them.”

With two big meets left in the 
season, Su’s goals for the team lie 
in performing well at New En-
glands and keeping the foot on the 
gas pedal after performing well at 
Easterns.

“I think the team has been doing 
very well so far. Since the begin-
ning of the term, people have been 
a lot more focused and a lot more 
engaged in practices. This past 
weekend at Easterns, there were a 
lot of personal bests which is pret-
ty great to see and I think the best 
part is a lot of people were cheer-
ing for both the boys and the girls,” 
said Su. “Now we’ve really got to 
carry that momentum all the way 
through to New Englands.”

With his Andover career near-
ing its end, Su hopes to simply give 
it his all, like he has for the past 
four years.

“Personally, I want to get out 
some good swims. Just swim a 
good one for one last time for An-
dover. I just want to do my best,” 
said Su.

Editor’s Note: Ralph Lam ’22 is 
a Video Editor for The Phillipian. 
Yubo Jin ’21 is a Multilingual Editor 
for The Phillipian.

CASSIDY SADOWSKI

COURTESY OF ARNOLD SU

Co-Captain Arnold Su ’20 has 
swum five out of the eight indivi-
ual events at a championship meet.

SWIMMING&DIVING

Co-Captain Sam Donchi ’20 
Sets the Standard for His 

Teammates with Dedication

After earning All-American sta-
tus in the 100-Yard Butterfly last 
season, Co-Captain Sam Donchi 
’20 has assumed the role of a util-
ity teammate and has adapted to 
swim any event in order to score 
for the team. Donchi has dropped 
significant time in all of his individ-
ual events since joining the team as 
a Junior, and he has been a crucial 
member of numerous record-set-
ting relay teams during his four 
years on Andover Boys Swimming 
& Diving. 

At the team’s most recent meet, 
the Eastern Championships, Don-
chi swam the lead-off backstroke 
leg of the 200-Medley Relay and 
third leg of the record-breaking 
400-Freestyle Relay, which se-
cured a combined victory for An-
dover. Both swims, in addition 
to his individual swims in the 
100-Butterfly and 100-Backstroke, 
earned Donchi All-American sta-
tus. 

During his time on the team, 
Donchi has never specialized in 
just one event.

“[My best event has] changed 
season by season. I was All-Amer-
ican in [the 100-Yard Butterfly], so 
that was cool. Last year, I focused 
more on distance freestyle, but this 
year I volunteered to do what the 
team needed to fill in just because 
of the class we lost last year,” said 
Donchi.

Donchi attributes his exponen-
tial success over the past few years 
to his natural development as an 
athlete, his focus during practices, 
and Head Coach David Fox’s lead-
ership.

“Coach Fox is really great be-
cause he knows exactly what he is 
doing, so I think having that and a 
change of scenery has been really 
good… I guess just being consistent 
[is my goal]... [My strength is] just 
working hard. You know, a lot of 
people get burnt out in the sport, 
not here, and they end up messing 
around at practice. So, I think I’m 
good at focusing at practice, dedi-
cating that time to swimming,” said 
Donchi.

According to teammates Trey 
Wolfe ’23 and Yubo Jin ’21, who 
was a member of the All-American 
medley relay with Donchi this past 
weekend at Easterns, Donchi sets 
a standard for dedication to the 
sport.

“He’s never late to practice. He 
works harder than probably any-
one else on the team. He knows 
what he is doing, and he makes 
sure that everyone else is doing 
the right thing too, so he looks past 
himself,” said Wolfe.

Jin wrote in an email to The 
Phillipian, “Sam’s grit and dedica-
tion is second to none. He will al-
ways choose the hardest times to 
complete the set in, while the rest 
of us tackle easier paces. During 
training, when I am struggling to 
push past the pain, I can always 
think about Sam and know that 
he is working just as hard or even 
harder than me because he has the 
toughest set.”

Donchi believes that he is able 
to improve because of his focus on 
improving his fundamentals. Ac-
cording to Jin, Donchi places an 
emphasis on technique and small-
er details while still pushing him-
self in difficult workouts.

“Sam’s grit and dedication are 
the fundamentals of any good 
swimmer, but Sam is also extreme-
ly diligent when it comes to tech-
nique. A lot of times, especially 
when you are tired, your technique 
will start to fall apart and your 
stroke will become a lot less effi-
cient, however, this rarely happens 
to Sam as he is able to pay attention 
to the minor details even during 
extreme conditions and it is what 
makes him so good,” wrote Jin.

One of Donchi’s primary goals 
as captain is validating all swim-
mers for their individual successes, 
no matter their overall contribu-
tions to the team.

Donchi said, “[My goals are] 
making everyone feel important 
on the team, and they’re are a lot of 
people who think because they are 
not winning events, they’re not im-
portant. It’s not really about speed, 
it’s more creating a culture that al-
lows everyone to be successful in 
reaching their individual goals and 
their team goals. So, [my goal], it’s 
to set that culture.”

According to Jin, Donchi main-
tains a strong leadership presence 
while also treating his teammates 
like friends.

Jin wrote, “Sam’s best trait as a 
leader is his ability to inspire oth-
ers both as a friend and a role mod-
el. Often times, especially during 
practice, I will look to Sam to see 
whether I am where I need to be 
in regards to the effort put in. Not 
only that, but he also takes his job 
very seriously. During team meet-
ings, Sam will call you out if you are 
speaking out of turn but everyone 
respects him for it as it is what a 
good leader does.”

Editor’s Note: Yubo Jin is a Mul-
tilingual Editor for The Phillipian.

CHARLIE FERGUSON

WRITE FOR 
SPORTS!

Email amryan21, lcooper21, 
lkim21, or pbicks21

ETHAN ELLSWEIG/THE PHILLIPIAN

Co-Captain Sam Donchi ’20 earned 
All-American status in all four of 
his events at Easterns.

JAY AZIABOR

TYLER WEI/THE PHILLIPIAN

Co-Captain Grace Hitchcock ’20 
brought her former Olympian 
coach to work with the team.



February 21, 2020 T h e  P h i l l i p i a n SportS B3

SWIMMING AND DIVING SENIOR REFLECTIONS

EM
M

A CHEUNG/THE PHILLIP
IA

N

KRIS AZIABOR/THE PHILLIP

IA
N JESSICA XU/THE PHILLIPIA

N

SWIMMING&DIVING

Anthony 
Minickiello Max HungerRiku Tanaka

There is no feel-
ing in the world 
more thrilling than 
madly sprinting to 
the end of a gruel-
ing Andover swim 
practice. I know 
that my hard work 
is my reward. I can 
always find mean-
ing and silver lin-
ings in my failures. 
I realize that my 
performance never 
defines me as a per-
son. I never count 
myself out. I believe 
without seeing. I 
have untouchable 
dignity and harness 
pain. All this be-
cause I am an An-
dover swimmer.

My favorite part 
about swimming at 
Andover is the team 
camaraderie that ex-
ists in and out of the 
pool. Although swim-
ming is an individu-
al sport, we always 
cheer on each other in 
practice and in races. I 
am often really moved 
when I swim butterfly 
or breaststroke and 
take a breath. I see my 
teammates cheering 
for me at the other 
end of the pool. I think 
each of us harnesses 
so much from energy 
from the support we 
get from each other.

Swimming has 
taught me values that 
I will keep with me 
for the rest of my life. 
There is a sense of 
community and be-
longing that I have 
yet to find anywhere 
else. Personally, I will 
never forget when I 
had to spend my very 
first days at Andover 
in Sykes witah a fever, 
and almost the entire 
swim team came in to 
visit me and check in 
on how I was doing, 
even though the swim 
season was over three 
months away… There 
is a bond between 
teammates that is hard 
to put into words, but 
it makes for long-last-
ing friendships that 
continue well beyond 
the years people spend 
at Andover.

Reporting by 
Preston 

Whitehurst

Spread by 
Tulio Marchetti

KYLIE FRANK/THE PHILLIP
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My favorite part 
about diving at Ando-
ver is my coach, Be-
linda Wolf, along with 
my teammates. Diving 
has meant distraction, 
overcoming mental 
boundaries, meeting 
new people, and just 
having a good time.

Johann 
Asmus Leon
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Zack Peng ’21 currently holds An-
dover’s school record for one-meter 
diving as well as the Andover/Exeter 
record. After leaving his competitive 
swimming career behind to start 

diving at his local recreation center, 
Peng has made it to Nationals for 
diving and placed fourth at Easterns 
this season. According to Johann As-
mus-Leon ’20, Peng’s complete focus 
both during meets and at practice is 
an inspiration to the rest of the team.  

“Zack is a super nice teammate. 
He motivates us all, and he makes 
sure we’re happy on the team… in 
practice and out of it too. Zack works 
really hard. He’s never really happy 
with himself, he always wants to im-
prove, and he’s always very focused 
during his dives. Zack is a really 
great diver,” said Asmus-Leon.

 Peng’s hard work and determi-
nation have earned him The Phil-
lipian’s title of Athlete of the Week. 

What’s your favorite part 
about diving? 

I think my favorite part is the 
sport itself, in a sense how de-
manding it is, how much it pushes 
an athlete, physically and mentally. 
It really just tests how strong you 
are—being able to get up and do 

the dive, not only in practice but in 
competitions when all the pressure 
is on you, and being able to do the 
dive well.  

How were you introduced to 
diving? 

I used to do competitive swim-
ming when I was younger, and one 
day I looked over to the deep end of 
the pool at our local rec center, and 
I saw a bunch of people doing flips 
and spins off of various heights, and 
I looked at my mom and said, ‘Mom 
I want to try that,’ and that’s how it 
all started. 

What’s a favorite memory you 
have from diving?  

I think a favorite memory is just 
last year because since coming to 
Andover I haven’t been able to do 
year-round diving, which I used to, 
so I only dive in-season. Last year 
my coaches, both here at Andover… 
and back home… wanted me to dive 
at U.S.A. Diving [and] to go to Re-
gionals. So I went and I did really 

well, especially for the three-me-
ter. I literally just showed up and 
chucked all of my dives without 
any practice. I think I got fourth 
and then third in the one-meter, 
which was just insane, and that 
was a really big victory for me, and 
I carried that all the way through to 
Nationals actually. 

Do you have any pre-meet rit-
uals?

Mainly for me, it’s just always 
making sure I’m stretched out. 
That’s a really important thing. 
Honestly, I also have to go to the 
bathroom before I dive in order to 
dive well.  

Is there a professional diver 
who you look up to?

His name is Qiu Bo. He’s a Chi-
nese diver. He’s insane, and he’s 
gone to the Olympics multiple 
times.

Do you have a role model on 
the team?  

Besides my [Head Coach Belin-
da Wolf ] I’d probably say my cap-
tain, Claire Davis ’20. She’s always 
so calm and collected, and she al-
ways knows what she’s doing. She’s 
also very consistent.  

What are your goals for your 
future in diving? 

I hope that I get the chance to 
dive in college. That’s my current 
plan, and then hopefully I’ll do re-
ally well in the NCAA. 

Do you have a favorite food at 
commons? 

Creamy tomato soup, generally, 
with grilled cheese is my favorite. 

What type of music do you 
like to listen to? 

I like a variety of music. I like 
certain country songs as well as 
certain pop songs as well as certain 
hip hop songs. My favorite artist is 
J. Cole. He hypes me up a lot.

AOTW: Record-Holder Zack Peng ’21 Dives with Experience and Intensity
JUSTIN HARDY
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Zack Peng ’21 placed fourth at 
the Easterns Championship this 
weekend. 

Veronika Kisova ’23, a new mem-
ber of Andover Girls Swimming & 
Diving, started swimming competi-
tively at the age of 6. Kisova mainly 
swims in distance events, in particu-
lar the 500-Yard Freestyle, 200-Yard 
Freestyle, 200-Yard Relay, and 400-
Yard Freestyle Relay. According to 
teammate Katie Swan ’23, Kisova is 
a motivated swimmer who always 
pushes herself and her teammates to 
do their best.

“She is a really great friend, I love 
her so much. She is also super hard-
working, so she always pushes oth-
er people to work harder also,” said 
Swan.

Kisova’s athleticism and support 
towards her team has earned her the 
title of The Phillipian’s Athlete of 
the Week.

When did you start swim-
ming?

I’ve been swimming competi-
tively since I was 6 years old, but 
before that I honestly started when 
I was 6 months old, but that was 
just for fun. 

How would you describe the 
team at Andover? 

At Andover, our team is just so 
much fun. We all get along so well, 
and practices are so much fun, be-
cause we are all just having fun and 
working hard together for the same 
goal. 

 
What do you like most about 

your events?
I am a distance swimmer, and 

that’s what I swim [in club swim-
ming] and at Andover. Distance is 
not everyone’s favorite—usually 
people kind of hate it, and I hated 
it at first. I like that you can pace 

yourself, and it’s not just a sprint, 
because in a sprint, if one thing 
goes wrong and you have a slow 
start, then everything is over, and 
you aren’t going to have a good 
swim. But in distance, you always 
have time to build on what you are 
trying to accomplish.

What goals did you accom-
plish so far this season?

I was really looking forward to 
the team aspect of swimming at 
Andover, because on club swim-
ming, it is a very different dynamic, 
where you are swimming for only 
yourself. But here it is different; you 
are more swimming for the team 
than for just yourself.

What has been your favorite 
memory of the season so far?

Honestly, Eastern’s. I feel like 
[the team] got to know one another 
so well because we were together 

for four days straight, and our rela-
tionship got so much better.  
 

What are you looking forward 
to next season? 

For next season, just again 
strengthening our team connec-
tion. Our season isn’t over yet; we 
still have New Englands coming up, 
which is our main meet. Eastern’s 
is a big meet that we focus on, but 
New Englands is [more important]. 
New Englands is a league meet 
against all of the schools we com-
pete with… I am looking forward 
to that.

What is your favorite building 
on campus?

I like [Paresky Commons] be-
cause it has food, but I also like 
[Borden Memorial Gym] and the 
pool.  

AVA SULLIVAN
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Veronika Kisova ’23 is the team’s 
top swimmer in the 100, 200, and 
500 -ard Freestyle events.

AOTW: Veronika Kisova ’23 
Brings a Motivational Spirit to the Girls Swim Team

Co-Captain Jackie Rossi ’20 Leads with ‘Amazing Heart’

After swimming on a club team 
throughout middle school, Ando-
ver Girls Swimming Co-Captain 
Jackie Rossi ’20 found the transi-

tion to Andover to be very trans-
formative for her as both a swim-
mer and teammate. According to 
Rossi, Andover is more team-ori-
ented than other places, as it pri-
oritizes team performance and at-
titude over individual success.

Rossi said, “Swimming at An-
dover is very different from my 
club team at home, because my 
club team was very individual-re-
sults focused, where at Andover 
it’s really about winning as a team. 
Everyone has to contribute their 
own skills to contribute to the 
team goal, and we’re not ranking 
swimmers individually. That joint 
goal makes the team bond a lot 
stronger, just because everyone 
that comes from club teams needs 
to change their mentality.”

According to Rossi, she con-
tributes to this strong team bond 
through her mental strength and 
motivation to the team to work 
hard.

Rossi said, “At Andover, swim-
ming hasn’t been as serious for me 
as it used to be, because now I’m 

only training one season a year 
rather than year round, so I’ve 
definitely lost some of the speed 
that I had in middle school. As 
[Co-Captain], I don’t necessarily 
bring a lot of speed, but I bring a 
lot of mental strength.”

According to fellow Co-Cap-
tain Grace Hitchcock ’20, Rossi in-
fluences others through her posi-
tivity and encouraging presence.

“I think part of her amazing 
heart is her ability to really in-
spire people to push themselves 
in practice… She really makes ev-
ery single person on the team feel 
incredibly welcome and like they 
are equally as much part of the 
team as the next person. That’s 
something that takes place both 
in and out of the pool,” said Hitch-
cock.

Rossi encourages and supports 
the team during both practices 
and meets, according to teammate 
Alexa DiCenso ’21.

“During practice, in between 
sets and repeats, she’s always mo-
tivating us, like telling us, ‘Good 

job, girls,’ and ‘Keep going, it’s our 
last one,’ things like that. At the 
end of our set, she gives us high-
fives, [and] she’s just very bright. 
At meets, she’s always cheering. 
Whenever she’s not doing a race, 
she’s always at the end of some-
one’s lane, cheering them on,” said 
DiCenso.

Out of the pool, Rossi is more 
than just a teammate, and she 
serves as a friend and mentor for 
many on the team, according to 
DiCenso.

DiCenso said, “I’ve been on the 
team with her for three years, and 
she’s someone that I feel like I can 
talk to if I’m ever having a prob-
lem or [need] to vent to someone, 
while at the same time she’s seri-
ous and serene in a way. She’s re-
ally great at making you cheer up 
and things like that.”

Although swimming is a big 
team sport, it also has its individu-
al aspects. For Rossi, she enjoys the 
mental challenge and constantly 
works to improve her skills.

“It’s a very individual sport; it’s 

really just you and yourself during 
practice. You have the support of 
your teammates around you, but 
you’re really just pushing yourself 
through each set with the goal of 
improving your technique, your 
stroke rate, how far you’re moving 
with each stroke—those are things 
that only you can push yourself to 
do. No coach can push you to im-
prove that,” said Rossi.

As the season nears its end with 
only two meets left, Rossi hopes to 
lead the team to a New Englands 
Championship win after coming 
in second two years in a row. 

Rossi said, “Our goal this sea-
son is to win New Englands. It’s 
a very ambitious goal, but we’ve 
been runner-up for two years 
now, behind Greenwich Academy. 
They’re a really strong team, but 
we got a bunch of strong recruits 
this year, so if anything, the goal 
is to keep closing the gap towards 
first place. If we don’t get first 
place, [second will] be at least a 
very good result.”

TIFFANY TANG
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Co-Captain Jackie Rossi ’20  will 
also serve as Girls Water Polo 
Co-Captain in the spring.
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Head Coach Paul Murphy ’84 
and Assistant Coach Catherine 
Carter have been coaching An-
dover Swimming together for the 
past 19 years. Murphy and Car-
ter look to lead the team to a win 
against Phillips Exeter Academy 
and in the New England Champi-
onships at the end of the season. 
This past weekend, Murphy and 
Carter led the team to a 4th place 
finish at the Easterns Champion-
ship. 

Due to Murphy’s extensive 
background as both a swimmer 
and coach, along with Carter’s 
calm demeanor, the team has con-
tinued to extend its history with 
a competitive and successful sea-
son, according to Sofia Smirnov 
’22.

“Mr. Murphy is definitely the 
one who pushes us the most in 
terms of practices. He is the one 
who always makes the hard sets 
and gives us less rest to push our 

endurance. Before any meet, we’ll 
all gather together and he will 
lead and motivate us through his 
words. Coach Carter is very mo-
tivational as well and there for us 
in every way possible. She is a bit 
more laid back, because she un-
derstands that we have really hard 
practices. In that sense, I think 
they work really well together, be-
cause their energies really balance 
each other out,” said Smirnov.

In addition, Murphy and Car-
ter keep in constant communi-
cation with all swimmers on the 
team, which helps swimmers 
accomplish their season goals, 
according to Co-Captain Grace 
Hitchcock ’20.

Hitchcock added, “Mr. Murphy 
and Coach Carter are incredibly 
open to collaboration from the 
captains in particular, but also 
from other swimmers on the team. 
I think that is a really important 
quality for our team’s perfor-
mance, because it means that they 
are really there to facilitate what 
we as a team want to accomplish 
and that they’re willing to go the 
extra mile to see that that hap-
pens. It also means that they’re 
incredibly open to listening to the 
swimmers which I think is really 
important, because we have the 
best sense of our personal abilities 
and capabilities.”

What is your background in 
swimming?

Coach Murphy: So I started 
swimming [at Andover], which 
is not done anymore—most peo-
ple come in as swimmers. I was 
introduced to the sport here and 
then just got better and better 
when I was in college. I really 
enjoyed it when I was there and 

applied for one job to come back 
and be a teaching fellow here at 
my old school. I ended up teach-
ing math and coaching [Andover 
Boys Swimming] the first year 
I was here. Ever since 1991, I 
moved to the Girls team.

Coach Carter: I tried com-
petitive swimming for the first 
time at Grinnell College, a D3 
team with no cuts, and it was a 
formative experience in my life, 
even though I wasn’t winning 
many or any races.

What is your favorite part 
of coaching Andover Girls 
Swimming?

Coach Murphy: My favorite 
part is watching people progress 
through the season and progress 
from sometimes [Junior Year to 
Senior Year]. Sometimes it’s up 
and sometimes it’s down, but I 
like seeing the progression and 
having people’s hard work pay 
off. I think it’s really exciting.

Coach Carter: I love work-
ing with such a dedicated team 
of swimmers who work hard to 
perfect their own races in an ef-
fort to reach group goals—it’s in-
spiring! They are also really fun, 
and I like their practice playlists.

What is the most difficult 
part of being a coach?

Coach Murphy: The most 
difficult part of being a coach—
which isn’t hard but it is part of 
being a coach—is helping people 
through a dip or not a great sea-
son or meet. I think that is hard 
sometimes. It is part of being a 
coach and I’ve been doing it long 
enough to know that there is al-

ways a better day ahead.
What makes Andover Girls 

Swimming unique to other 
teams/schools?

Coach Murphy: I often get 
told by other teams and coaches 
that what stands out about our 
team is that the camaraderie is 
really evident and real. I think we 
spend a good deal of time on this 
in the beginning of the season. I 
believe that people who are ath-
letes will do best when they’re 
happy. I think happiness comes 
from having a good time in prac-
tice and meets and just support-
ing one another. 

How do your coaching 
styles differ but also comple-
ment each other? 

Coach Murphy: We’re good 
friends, which I think is helpful 
to everybody. We talk a lot about 
the team but also just support 
each other on deck and during 
practice. I think we complement 
each other in that as the head 
coach, sometimes swimmers 
don’t want to come to be direct-
ly, but they are happy to go to the 
assistant coach. [Coach Carter] 
plays a really important in-be-
tween role sometimes for stu-
dents, and because there are 20 
kids on the team, there is no way 
I can necessarily appeal to every-
body, so it’s nice to have someone 
to share that with. 

As the season is coming to 
a close, what are your hopes 
going into Exeter and New En-
glands?

Coach Murphy: We had such 
a good weekend at Easterns, so 
I’m feeling good about our pros-
pects as long as everyone stays 

healthy and uninjured. I think 
Exeter is having a bit of a rebuild-
ing year, so that will be okay, but 
you never know. It’s Andover/
Exeter, so it could go either way.

Coach Carter: I’d love to see 
us beat Exeter and win Inter-
schols; we have so much depth 
this year, and after seeing the 
times at Easterns I have a lot of 
faith in our taper and in the girls’ 
determination to swim even fast-
er at the end of the season.

What is a message you try to 
convey to your swimmers be-
fore a race?

Coach Murphy: Some people 
are very nervous and don’t want 
to be talked to, [while] some are 
very nervous and do want to be 
talked to. I try to figure out who 
those people are. When I was a 
swimmer, I think I didn’t want 
a coach talking to be too much 
before a race, because I was too 
focused at the time. [But] other 
people really liked talking about 
what you’re focusing on, turns, 
the third 50 in a 200, which is 
the hardest part of a race. So I 
talk a little bit about the progres-
sion of a race often to them, and 
mostly we spend a lot of time in 
practice talking about technique 
and putting the details together 
in practice, because you don’t 
have time to think about that 
during a race… You might go 
fast, but you’re going to burn out. 
In swimming, you need to last 
through the rest of the meet or 
rest of the season, so we’re doing 
pretty well on that. 

NICOLE LEE
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Head Coach Paul Murphy ’84 and 
Assistant Coach Catherine Carter 
have set their sights set on win-
ning New Englands this season.

Head Coach Paul Murphy ’84 and Assistant Coach Catherine Carter 
Lead Andover Girls Swimming & Diving Since 2001
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Athletes of the Week: Andover 400 Freestyle Relay Team Members 
Break 29 Year ‘Legendary’ Record at Easterns

To close out a record-break-
ing weekend, the 400-Freestyle 
Relay finished with a time of 
2:59.81, breaking an Easterns 
record that stood for over 29 
years, as well as the school re-
cord, pool record, and New En-
gland record that was set by 
a different lineup of Andover 
swimmers last year. 

The record-breaking team 
was Marcus Lee ’21, Co-Cap-
tain Arnold Su ’20, Co-Captain 
Sam Donchi ’20, and Max Hun-
ger ’20. 

According to Head Coach 
David Fox, the team was aiming 
to break the record rather than 
win the event. Though some 
teams at the national level had 
equalled or broken the record 
in the recent past, no Eastern 
team had ever accomplished 
the feat. 

In an email to The Phillipi-
an, Fox wrote, “In 1991, a relay 
from the Bolles School, led by 
four-time Olympic medalist and 
four-time Olympian, Gustavo 
Borges, established a National 
and Eastern Record in the 400 
Free Relay of 2:59.98. While 
eight other schools (public and 
independent) have surpassed 
that National Record in the last 
29 years, no Eastern School has. 
For the past few years, Andover 

has had the goal of going un-
der 3:00.00 and breaking that 
record. And in the last event of 
this year’s meet, Marcus Lee 
’21, Arnold Su ’20, Sam Donchi 
’20, and Max Hunger ’20 final-
ly did it: 2:59.81.  The relay also 
broke the New England, school, 
and pool records set last year by 
Andover in 3:00.91.”

This record-setting swim 
was a testament to the multiple 
years of training that had been 
dedicated to this race, accord-
ing to Fox. 

“The team has had the goal of 
going under 3:00.00 for several 
years, and we knew last spring 
that we had at least four re-
turning swimmers, and at least 
one new one, [Brandon Garcia 
PG’20], who could be on the 
relay. All 18 varsity swimmers 
worked really hard all season, 
pushing and encouraging each 
other, so this is an accomplish-
ment of not just the four on the 
relay but really all 18,” wrote 
Fox.

The team members have de-
veloped a strong bond from 
training together toward this 
common goal, according to 
Chris Xia ’23.

“All of the guys on that re-
lay are obviously really strong 
swimmers, but they’re also kind 
of the dads of the team because 
they’re constantly working to-
gether to encourage everyone to 
push themselves. I think that’s 

one of the main reasons why 
they swim together so well,” 
said Xia.  

Due to their monumental 
performance and leadership on 
the team, the members of the 
400-Freestyle Relay team have 
earned the title of The Phillipi-
an’s Athletes of the Week. 

How had you been prepar-
ing for this event?

Lee: This relay team swam 
together a couple times before 
in-season: once at Suffield and 
another time at Loomis. For 
Easterns, the four of us were 
well-rested and suited so we 
were prepared to swim fast. 
We all focused on improving 
little details [in] each of our 
swims.  

Donchi: Since our meeting 
in the beginning of the season, 
we’ve known [the record] was 
one of our goals, so I guess the 
whole season built up to the 
race.  We did a lot for warmups 
and made sure to eat a lot of 
good food. 

What were you thinking 
about before the race?

Lee: We didn’t focus on 
how fast our splits needed to 
be, but on the small details 
instead.  We made sure that 
we stayed focused in between 
prelim and final sessions. We 
also kept our bodies feeling as 

fresh as possible.

Hunger: It’s really import-
ant to just keep believing in 
the training and having con-
fidence in the training that 
you’ve done throughout the 
year. Honestly, the biggest 
part is to get excited and to get 
ready, regardless of how tired 
or how exhausted you’re feel-
ing. Whether you’re feeling 
good or feeling bad, you just 
have to stay excited and happy 
to race because there’s so few 
opportunities to do so. Just 
have confidence, go out there, 
and win. Send it.

How do you think the en-
ergy on deck affected your 
performance?

Lee: It’s Easterns, so the at-
mosphere is crazy and every-
one’s cheering. With the team, 
we bond really well, especially 
on this relay. I bond really well 
with all of the guys on this re-
lay. They’re all amazing people 
and hard workers and obvi-
ously fast swimmers. They’re 
always there to support you 
when you need it.  

Hunger: It’s a very intense 
moment. It’s at the end of the 
meet and the other end of the 
pool is packed because every-
one has finished racing except 
for the eight teams that are in 
that race. It’s absolutely ab-

surd. It’s loud. It’s hyped up. 
You kind of forget all of the 
pain you’ve gone through be-
fore. The trust, the hype, the 
atmosphere culminate into ev-
eryone’s willingness to send it. 

What did this race mean 
to you and to the rest of your 
team?

Hunger: The best way to 
put it is that everyone has 
confidence in each other.  Ev-
eryone’s learning throughout 
the entire season. New guys, 
as well as returners both push 
themselves as hard as possible 
and having seen that through-
out the few months that we get 
to train together is really cool. 
When you put in your best ef-
fort, you get the best effort out 
of everyone else.  

Su: Just in general, being 
able to watch your teammates 
swim fast at the end of the 
season and swim with them 
is very satisfying and very fun 
to do. You spend two or three 
months training really hard 
with them and watching the 
team push itself to the limit 
while you push yourself to the 
limit as well. That final mo-
ment at the end of the meet is 
very satisfying.  

KIERA SUH

In Head Coach David Fox’s 
ninth year as Head Coach and 
Assistant Coach David Gard-
ner’s fourth year with the team, 
Andover Boys Swimming has 
won six total and four consec-
utive New England Champi-
onships and two consecutive 
Easterns Championships. In 
addition, Fox and Gardner have 
pioneered the team to a three 
year undefeated record.

According to Hank Yang ’22, 
the coaches’ success stems from 
their achievement-oriented 
mindset.

“[Fox and Gardner are] good 
coaches because they’re very 
goal oriented and they’re also 
really meticulous in how they 
do things. Coach Fox and Coach 
Gardner plan out the whole sea-
son and lay out goals for us and 
train us to be able to achieve 
those goals. On top of that, 
they’re not one of those coach-
es who is always pestering you 
and reminding you of what to 
do. They set up goals for you but 
then they let you do your thing 
and let the team work togeth-
er to move towards a common 
goal,” said Yang.

 
How do you work togeth-

er?
Coach Fox: Coach Gard-

ner is great with strategy and 
working directly with the 
boys on the team. Anyone who 
knows us both also recognizes 
that his emotional intelligence 
is exponentially better than 
mine, so he reads the swim-
mers and situations really well. 
He also reminds me of how the 
swimmers view me, which 
helps, too.

Coach Gardner: I feel lucky 
to get to work with Coach 
Fox. He cares deeply about 
each swimmer on the team 
and holds them to high stan-
dards—both as swimmers and 
as human beings. He has high 
expectations, he sincerely be-
lieves in each swimmer’s abil-
ity to meet or exceed their 
goals, and he knows that the 
success of the team depends 
on each and every team mem-
ber. Additionally, Coach Fox 
motivates the swimmers to 
focus on the things they can 
control—consistently working 
hard, remembering the details, 
maintaining healthy habits, 
embodying good sportsman-
ship and integrity, striving to-
ward personal goals, support-
ing their teammates—rather 
than the things they can’t con-
trol, like how or what other 
teams might do. Finally, Coach 
Fox is organized and detail-ori-
ented, building spreadsheets 
and lists of data and preparing 
thoroughly for every season, 
practice, and competition.

What are your favorite 
memories from over the 
years as coaches?

Coach Fox: My favorite 
memory is when the 2013 team 

unanimously voted to boycott 
the New England Champion-
ships—and a pretty certain 
four-peat—because the league 
had changed the rules for how 
many boys could swim at the 
championship, [leaving out] 
some of their teammates. Sup-
porting their peers rather than 
winning remains a great mo-
ment for me.

What have been some suc-
cesses this season?

Coach Fox: The team’s pri-
mary success so far is having 
trained harder than any team 
I’ve seen and seeing that pay 
off at Easterns. With three 
weeks until New Englands, the 
boys are focused on turning 
things around and going faster.

Coach Gardner: The team 
has focused and trained hard 
all season, and it’s gratifying 
to see that effort culminate in 
fast swims and personal best 
times. It’s wonderful, as well, 
to watch the swimmers cheer 
each other on and take real joy 
in the success of their team-
mates. I also admire the team 
for their sportsmanship, as 
they consistently congratulate 
their competitors, regardless 
of the outcome of the race.

What makes this year’s 
team special?

Coach Fox: This year’s team 
is a great combination of peo-
ple. We have, in the class of 
2020, the best Andover class of 
swimmers since 1949 (which 
had Jimmy McLane, who won 
two Olympic Gold Medalists in 
the summer between his Up-
per and Senior years as well as 
Richard Thoman, who went on 
to set a World Record). More 
importantly, the class of 2020 
contains strong leadership 
that is passing lessons along to 
the newer swimmers. This all 
makes my job really easy; they 
spoil me [a lot].

Coach Gardner: One other 
thing I love about this team is 
how readily they will put the 
team’s needs over their own in-
dividual wishes—for instance, 
swimming a different event 
or switching up a relay (some-
times with short notice) when 
it makes sense for the good of 
the team.

LUKE BOSHAR

COURTESY OF DAVID FOX

Coaches David Fox and David 
Gardner have led Andover to a 
current undefeated season. 

Coaches David Fox and David Gardner Guide Team to 
Second Consecutive Easterns Title
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Despite missing first seed 
Chelsea Cho ’21, Andover Girls 
Squash defeated Deerfield 5-2 
on Senior Night, a celebration 
of the team’s Seniors during the 
final home match of the season. 
The team’s record now stands 
at 11-1. 

According to Mariam Elk-
heshen ’21, Senior Night mo-
tivated the players as they did 
not want to lose during their 
last home match. 

“We were really excited for 
this match, though it was sad 
we didn’t have Chelsea with us, 
because we all wanted to play 
the best we could and do every-
thing to win. We managed to do 
that, which was really fun be-
cause we didn’t want to lose for 
our Seniors,” said Elkheshen.

The team went into the 
match knowing Deerfield was 
going to be one of its toughest 
opponents all season, leading 
the players to feel accomplished 
after they secured the win, ac-
cording to Saffron Agrawal ’21.  

Agrawal said, “There isn’t 
really one way to describe how 
the matches went just because 
Deerfield’s ladder had a wide 
variety of levels. I know that 
some at the top of our ladder 
had a more difficult time than 
the people like me who are 
lower down just because their 
ladder dropped off a little bit…  
I was a little bit taken aback 
when I found that my opponent 
was weaker than I imagined, 
but I think I did a good job just 
really playing offensively in my 
match and working on what I’d 
been working on all season.”

According to Elkheshen, the 

team rested during some of the 
days leading up to the match 
but trained especially hard on 
the previous Friday. 

“[Head Coach Jennifer Elliot 
’94] gave us Thursday off before 
because we were all stressed 
just because this week has been 
rough. For Friday, we actually 
had a really hard practice, and 
she was just motivating us men-
tally…  We were [also] doing 
lots and lots of fitness, so both 
of our coaches were just moti-
vating us the whole time,” said 
Elkheshen.

Entering Winter Term’s fi-
nal push, the extra fitness the 
team has been doing started 
to become evident and useful, 
according to Captain Skyler 
Spaulding ’20.  

“We’ve been doing a lot of 
fitness, which the coaches 
have set up because it’s real-
ly important to be able to play 
and keep going when we’re 
tired. [Our training] definitely 
showed throughout these tough 
matches and near the end of the 
season. When winter is really 
hitting, you can tell that people 
are a little bit more flat or not 
as happy every day in practice, 
so I’ve been trying to make sure 
that we always have music go-
ing and that we’re always sup-
porting one another so that we 
can be happy to go to practice 
every day, and therefore play 
better,” said Spaulding. 

Going into the last weeks of 
the season, the team looks to 
step up the intensity as it enters 
Nationals, according to Spauld-
ing.

“We’re going to Nationals 
this weekend, and I think we’re 
seeded ninth or 12th, so it would 
be really great if we could place 
above what we’re seeded and to 
win as many matches as possi-
ble at Nationals. It’s also really 
fun just to go on a road trip and 
stay at hotels with the team, 
and I hope that we can all bond 
even more,” said Spaulding.

The team will begin competi-
tion at Nationals this Thursday.

Girls Squash Defeats 
Third-Ranked Deerfield

CASSIDY SADOWSKI

GIRLSSQUASH

Aidan Lin ’23 won 12-10 in 
the fifth game of a close match, 
coming back from being one 
game down to secure a victory. 
Andover Boys Squash defeat-
ed Deerfield 6-1 on Saturday, 
bringing its record to 11-4 as 
the National Championships 
approach.

According to Steve Nam ’20, 
the team was supportive of 
Lin from the start as he pulled 
through with a close win. 

Nam said, “Aidan’s game 
was definitely one of the clos-
est matches of the day. Even 
from the first game, I remem-
ber the score being very close 
and I could see that it would 
probably go to 5 games. I think 
what made Aidan’s game spe-
cial was that once people saw 
how close each game was, the 
team began getting behind 
Aidan to try and support him.”

The team performed well 
against Deerfield, demonstrat-
ing its strength and improve-
ment from previous seasons, 
according to Erik Wang ’21. 

“I think the team did really 
well, especially because Deer-
field has been a historically 
strong team, and we’ve never 
beaten them in the past. I think 
beating them 6-1 this year was 
a really strong end to our sea-
son, and we’re looking to bring 
that result into Nationals this 
year,” said Wang.

According to Wang, the 
team has focused on improv-
ing its fitness and technique 
throughout the season, and 
Saturday’s success reflected 
the hard work that the players 
have put in. 

Wang said, “We’ve been 
working a lot on our fitness and 
keeping the ball tight under 
pressure, which is something 
our coach has been working 
with us a lot on. We’ve done a 
lot of hard sessions primarily, 
focused on fitness and foot-
work. That paid off, because 
we had a lot of really tight 
matches, and we played pret-
ty well in those close matches 
and we were able to stick with 
our opponents and beat them 
in the end.”

As the season has pro-
gressed, the team has also 
improved in staying in the 
game mentally and pre-match 
preparations, according to Ar-
thur Nguyen ’22.

“There’s definitely a big im-
provement in mentality and 
match preparation since the 
first match of the season. Also, 
our technique as well has got-
ten a lot better and there has 
been a lot of team spirit and 
cheering,” said Nguyen. 

With Nationals coming up, 
Andover will be playing Bel-
mont Hill for its first-round 
match on Friday after losing 
to them 7-0 in the first match 
of the season. According to 
Wang, the team hopes to stick 
with Belmont Hill and im-
prove from the first match.

“We’re looking to capitalize 
on that and take advantage of 
an opportunity to get revenge 
on them. Their team is really 
strong this year, but I think 
we’ve improved a lot over 
the course of this season, so 
I think our main focus is just 
to stick with our opponents 
and to make the match last as 
long as possible and make it as 
close as possible,” said Wang. 

Andover Defeats Deerfield 
Leading Up to Nationals

TIFFANY TANG

BOYSSQUASH
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Co-Captain Marisol Nu-
gent ’20 pinned her oppo-
nent to the mat for her third 
first-period pin, securing her 
a first place finish in the 144lb 
weight class, and earning her 
the title of Outstanding Wres-
tler for the girls division. Nu-
gent was one of five wrestlers 
to place individually, and An-
dover Wrestling finished its 
tournament placing 9 out of 47 
teams at New Englands. 

According to Co-Captain 
Eamon Garrity-Rokous ’20, 
the team’s focuses were ag-
gressiveness and persistence, 
which were showcased by 
three wrestlers in particular: 
Nick Beuhler ’21, Arnav Bah-
kta ’22, and Colin Nugent ’23.

“They all showed some re-
ally serious heart and grit at 
New Englands because once 
they lost in the champion-
ship bracket, they wrestled 
hard through the consolation 
bracket and ended up placing 
really high,” said Garrity-Rok-
ous.

The main focus for the team 
after its successful finish at 
New Englands is the National 
Prep tournament this week-
end in Pennsylvania. Mari-
sol Nugent, Colin Nugent, 

and Buehler qualified for this 
tournament.

According to Coach Carl 
Sangree, the wrestlers are go-
ing to face tough competition 
at this tournament. In order 
to prepare for the high level 
of competition, the wrestlers 
must focus on technique in 
particular rather than the per-
sistence they relied on to ad-
vance past New Englands. 

“The level of difficulty goes 
up exponentially for this tour-
nament, so the biggest thing 
will be to review old films to 
identify areas for improve-
ment, in my opinion. We won’t 
be able to rely on just good fit-
ness or grit to succeed at this 
level. We also must be techni-
cally excellent,” said Sangree.

Garrity-Rokous noted the 
specific areas in which the 
team must improve in order to 
have a chance at winning titles 
at the National Prep tourna-
ment. 

“I think we need to move 
more and better on bottom 
and sequence those moves 
because we’re facing tougher 
opponents at Nationals, and 
because of that, we’ll need to 
focus on that in practices this 
coming week,” Garrity-Rokous 
added.

Due to its performance at 
New Englands, the team has 
high expectations for its per-
formance at the national level. 

In particular, Marisol Nugent 
shows great promise for a na-
tional title after her success 
at New Englands. According 
to Sangree, Buehler and Col-
in Nugent also show a lot of 
promise.

“Buehler has shown tre-
mendous growth since I have 
known him, and his attitude of 
having fun on the mat with an 
aggressive wrestling style has 
proven effective,” said San-
gree. 

He continued, “Colin, who 
is just a freshman, has the ex-
citing opportunity to prove 
himself as one of the nation’s 
top prep wrestlers.” 

The team hopes to ride 
their motto and core value 
of ‘no quit’ through this final 
week of training and the Na-
tional Prep tournament. Ac-
cording to Buehler, this motto 
signifies the team’s work ethic 
and mentality on the mat. 

“We wrote [our motto] 
in big letters on the wall of 
the wrestling room, just ‘NO 
QUIT.’ You don’t quit because, 
like I said before, you can al-
ways still win in a wrestling 
match,” said Buehler.

This coming weekend, the 
team will travel to Bethlehem, 
Penn., to compete at the Na-
tional Prep Tournament on 
Friday and Saturday.

Wrestling Moves Past New Englands, Sets 
Sights on National Prep Tournament

INDI WAGNER
& SARAH KARLEN

WRESTLING

For decades, sports gambling 
has been looked down upon and 
faced stiff opposition. Scandals and 
concerns about addiction created 
a perception of sports betting as a 
threat to American sports. Outside 
of Las Vegas, where sports gam-
bling was legalized in 1949, people 
went to illegal bookies and dubious 
European websites to place their 
bets, fueling a multi-billion dollar 
underground industry. However, 
in 2018, the Supreme Court lifted 
the federal ban on sports gambling, 
normalizing the world of over and 
unders and allowing people to ex-
perience sports in the way they 
preferred. I believe the legalization 
of sports gambling will be benefi-
cial for sports leagues through in-
creasing viewership and becoming 
a new profitable industry, while 
also changing the way the average 
viewer experiences sports.

The Professional and Amateur 
Sports Protection Act (Paspa), 
which gave sports leagues like the 
NCAA the ability to challenge bet-
ting laws in court, was ruled un-
constitutional because it infringed 
upon states’ rights. As a result, 
states were free to decide wheth-
er they wanted to legalize sports 
betting and could begin to open 
sportsbooks. Since the ruling, 14 
states have legalized sports betting, 
six have passed a law to make it le-
gal but not until all rules are estab-
lished and casinos are ready, and 24 
states are pending legislation.

However, online sports betting 
still remains a complicated topic. 
Currently, online sports gambling 
is only legal in certain states. Yet, 
online gambling continues to be 
popular outside of legalized states, 
as it is relatively easy to create an 
account on online sportsbooks like 
Bovada and Fanduel, even for peo-
ple under the required age of 21. 
According to ESPN, under-the-ta-
ble NFL and college football wa-
gers top $95 billion each year in 
the United States, and according to 
the American Gaming Association, 
up to $150 billion is bet online. In 
this year’s Super Bowl, 26 million 
Americans wagered $6.8 billion, a 
15% increase from last year, mak-
ing it the most legally bet on Super 
Bowl in history, according to data 
from the American Gaming Asso-
ciation. 

As the world of sports gambling 
grows dramatically and sports 
leagues begin to embrace betting, 
I think the way in which people 
consume sports will continue to 

change. 
The XFL, a recently 
reformed professional football 
league distinct from the NFL, has 
made an effort to integrate sports 
betting into its broadcasts, showing 
the spread, odds which account 
for unevenly matched teams, and 
the total on the scoreboard. Peo-
ple have begun to watch sports for 
gambling instead of supporting 
a favorite team. This is great for 
niche sports, as people can gam-
ble on sports that normally would 
not be watched. Although it can be 
argued that gambling does not pro-
mote lifelong fandom and loyalty to 
a team, as more and more viewers 
begin to consume sports for gam-
bling rather than entertainment, 
the world of sports gambling will 
become extremely profitable.

Since gambling has become 
more normalized, it has led to the 
rise of a whole new industry. Media 

coverage founded upon talking 
about point-spreads, such as Bar-
stool Sports, and career paths spe-
cific to sports betting, such as those 
of professional sports gamblers, are 
newly emerging professions creat-
ed by betting. The fact that Barstool 
recently signed a $450 million deal 
with Penn National Gaming speaks 
to the legitimacy and scale of the 
growing legal gambling world. 
With the legalization of sports bet-
ting creating a massively profitable 
industry, owners and leagues will 
surely try to capitalize on the fact 
that a lot of people enjoy betting 
on their sports. Although I think 
sports gambling is great for leagues, 
as it boosts their popularity in a dif-

ferent sort of way, it is yet to be seen 
whether the average gambler will 
benefit as much as they do from 
the legalization of sports betting. 
People have already bet on sports 
in huge numbers, however, legal-
ization means their wagers will 
generate tax income and become 
a source of new revenue for both 
states and professional leagues. 
Leagues can now exploit the inter-
est in gambling to promote their 
games and boost their revenues.

With sports gambling develop-
ing into a booming industry, for me, 
the most concerning part of it is the 
high rate of losing money involved. 
Sports gambling is obviously a 
risky investment. In contrast to in-
vesting in the stock market, sports 
gambling doesn’t provide the same 
safety; you either gain money for 
betting the winner or lose it all. A 
way sports betting could change to 
reduce the risk and make it more of 
an investment is to make it function 
in a similar way to stocks. Instead 
of point spreads, I think that sports-
books could create a gambling ex-
change system similar to the stock 
market. We could create a dynamic 
experience in which sports betters 
could buy and sell lines through-
out games and seasons as teams 
odds improved or worsened based 
on their success. However, much 
of the draw of gambling is the risk 
of either winning or losing a lot of 
money. Either way, gambling has 
started a new sports industry that 
may benefit the leagues, but affect 
the average bettor as leagues en-
courage them to be more active 
participants in their sports.

ETHAN WEISSMAN

ETHAN ELLSWEIG/THE PHILLIPIAN

SPORTS OPINION
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GIRLSINDOORTRACK&FIELD

Gambling on the Future of Sports Betting

On Friday, February 14, two 
members of Andover Girls In-
door Track & Field travelled to 
Boston University to compete 
in the 2020 David Hemery 
Valentine Invitational meet. 

Victoria Kadiri ’20 ran in the 
Women’s 60-Meter Dash and 
placed first in her heat with 
a time of 7.90 seconds. Lillie 
Cooper ’21 placed second 
in her heat for the Women’s 
400-Meter Dash, with a time 
of 1:00.07 minutes. 

Over 2,000 athletes competed 
in the invitational, with the 
majority representing col-
legiate teams. Girls Track & 
Field Alumni Caroline Shipley 
’16, Samantha Valentine ’17, 
and Fredricka Lucas ’18 also 
competed in the meet. A select 
group of the Girls and Boys 
Indoor Track & Field team 
will compete in the USATF 
New England Championships 
at Harvard University this 
Sunday.

Girls Indoor Track & Field Runs at 
BU Valentine’s Day Meet

Editor’s note: Lillie Cooper ’21 is a Sports Editor for The Phillipian.

STAFF REPORT 
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Incorporating the word “san-
dals” suggested by the crowd, 
Violet Enes ’21 stepped forward 
and pulled the one-liner, “I like 
my sex like I like my sandals: 
with more than one strap.” This 
game, titled “Innuendo,” left the 
audience cracking up as they 
continued to suggest other words 
to the members of Under the Bed 
(U.T.B.) like “rice” and “a cappel-
la.”

“I think ‘Innuendo’ was new to 
the show this year, which I think 
a lot of people really liked at the 
end. We didn’t do that in the first 
show, but it has been done and 
practiced a lot in the past,” said 
U.T.B. member Myra Bhathena 
’22.

“Innuendo” was one of the 
many games played during the 
U.T.B. show held last Saturday 
night in Susie’s. As an improv 
comedy group, shows involve 
playing games with members fol-
lowing basic rules and coming up 
with content on the spot. Accord-
ing to U.T.B. Head Harry Kahane 
’20, the group decided to go with 
a general theme of Valentine’s 
Day this year.

“We’ve never done a show 
themed all the way through be-
fore with all the different games… 
For ‘Experts Challenge,’ it was 
on the subject of love in general, 
[and we played] ‘Late for a Date’ 
as opposed to ‘Late for Work,’ 
and also ‘Party Quirks’ with cou-
ples instead of guests. We gave it 
a shot, and considering we had 
never done it before I think it was 
great,” said Kahane. 

According to U.T.B. member 
Nick Picchione ’20, the humor 
in the game “Late for a Date” 
was received especially well by 
the crowd. The game involved a 
U.T.B. member leaving the stage 
and the audience proposing an 
excuse for being late for a date. 

The member then returned and 
had to figure out what the excuse 
was by watching the gestures of 
other U.T.B. members hiding in 
the back.

“I’d say a lot of jokes in the 
game, ‘Late for a Date,’ especial-
ly when the date turns around 
and sees what all the workers in 
the background are doing, are al-
ways super good because they’re 
always super unexpected and the 
audience never knows what’s 
coming. The shock factor really 
helps that,” said Picchione.

Creating a concentrated nar-
rative for the audience to fol-
low was one of the aspects of 
the show that U.T.B. worked on 
during practice. According to 
U.T.B. member Matt Veneri ’21, 
focusing on creating a narrative 
is the best and most effective type 
of comedy. 

“The biggest thing that people 
find funny is if you can create a 
story. So [the game] ‘Montage’ 
does a really good example with 
that. We create a story based on 

one event that the audience gives 
us and then we build it from 
there. I find that the best come-
dy is when we can build on that 
story, because half the reason 
why the audience is laughing is 
because they find it impressive,” 
said Veneri.

Audience member George 
Lathrop ’22 thought that U.T.B. 
did a good job of incorporating 
audience interaction during the 
performance. During the show, 
one of Lathrop’s audience ideas 
was heard and integrated into 
the game.

“They actually used one of 
my ideas for [‘Late for a Date’], 
which was using ‘an avalanche’ 
as an excuse for being late. I just 
shouted ‘avalanche’ when they 
asked for ideas, and I thought it 
was super cool that we were able 
to interact with the performers 
so well. I loved how it wasn’t su-
per planned and restricted, how 
it was mostly improv, and that 
we were able to voice our ideas as 
the audience,” said Lathrop.

Under the Bed Show Celebrates 
Love and Valentine’s Day

JEFFREY SHI

AMARA NEAL/THE PHILLIPIAN
According to Under the Bed (U.T.B.) member Myra Bhathena ’22, U.T.B. has 
been working on making more complicated scenarios in their games with 
longer storylines.

SYA Reflections: 
Andover From 

Abroad

Ava Ratcliff ’21 is currently participating in School Year 
Abroad (SYA) Spain, a year-long study-abroad program that 
Andover founded with Phillips Exeter Academy and St. Paul’s in 
1964. According to the program’s website, SYA Spain students 
live with a host family in Zaragoza, Spain, while taking courses 
with SYA and immersing themselves in the local culture. In this 
monthly column, Ratcliff offers her insights on studying away 
from Andover for an entire year.

                          
It hits me as I’m passing by the Basilica de Pilar, on the 

way home from a weekend in the Pyrenees: I don’t really like 
living in Zaragoza. I don’t like the paper-mill smell, or the 
Russian salad (Russian only in name, it’s a traditional Span-
ish dish), or the temperature that doesn’t quite justify a coat, 
but is definitely too cold for just a sweater. I miss Andover. 
I miss confidently deciding to wear my winter jacket, bean 
soup from Commons, and explaining to a doctor who speaks 
my native language that I think I have strep throat. 

It’s impossible not to imagine hordes of sleep-deprived 
Uppers descending upon me, yelling “SLACKER!” as I write 
about my grievances with a country that isn’t perfectly suited 
to my every whim. I am embarrassingly privileged to live in 
a country where I can go to a doctor about my sore throat 
without even considering insurance and where my history 
homework tends to be “google this monument and write five 
sentences about it.” 

I’m not going to write a trite article about how everyone 
should do SYA because being exposed to different cultures 
and ways of life is important for personal growth, because: 
Duh. We covered that in Junior EBI. Being in Spain has taught 
me the value of the little annoyances, which shed new light on 
my personal preferences and tastes. It has also taught me to 
step out of that self-pity bubble that little annoyances tend 
to create, because being in there isn’t productive for anyone, 
least of all me.

After all, I love being in Spain. I love my host family, who 
never laugh when I pronounce “euro” incorrectly even after 
five months. I love the always-on-time Tranvía which glides 
through the center of the city, taking me to school and back 
home every day. I love explaining to my siblings how to prop-
erly order a coffee when they visit me (if you start with “pue-
do tener,” you’re American). 

My privilege is clear. Before coming to Spain, I had never 
been in a situation where my native language, food preferenc-
es, or value system was not the norm. Even still, most Span-
iards can sing along to American top fifties and occasionally 
enjoy hamburgers and fries.

I think students should do SYA because it teaches them 
about their tastes, and more importantly, their values. I be-
lieve this education comes only from meeting people with 
different tastes and values. And, unlike Andover, where stu-
dents have the option to overlook diverse perspectives by sur-
rounding themselves by a group of like-minded peers, there 
is no option to leave or seclude yourself, besides the trans-At-
lantic flight home.

Being on SYA also gave me the confidence to vocalize my 
preferences in a productive, healthy way. Junior year, I don’t 
think I would have been able to admit that I was unhappy do-
ing something I had committed to while I was still doing it, 
especially considering how much I idealized Spain before ac-
tually going. I wouldn’t have had the confidence to say, “Zara-
goza is great, but it’s just not for me sometimes.” I would have 
withered away in a bubble of self-indulgence and pity until 
the year was up, and then I would have told everyone I knew 
how Spain was terrible and they should never, ever go there. 
This bubble, although easier to inhabit than self-awareness, 
isn’t productive. I am so grateful to be spending a year here, 
despite my petty complaints.

I was inside that little self-pity bubble when I glared at 
Pilar from my host family’s car window. Boohoo, a city with 
incredible Baroque monuments inexplicably smells like sul-
fur. Boohoo, I get to try new foods. Boohoo, I have to buy a 
lighter jacket. I have found that the only way out of this bub-
ble is writing this down and realizing how obnoxious I sound 
complaining about my year abroad. The only way out of the 
bubble is to acknowledge the preferences I’ve discovered and 
realize they’re perfectly normal to have. 

Students should do SYA to acknowledge and break 
through this self-pity bubble, which crops up regardless of 
the city or country. At SYA, they’re in a safe environment to 
test out what they love and what they dislike. Once they’ve 
discovered what they don’t love, they can accept it or work 
to change it. When I admitted to my host family I didn’t like 
Russian salad and bought a jean jacket, I was fine. I survived, 
and I will keep surviving—that is, until I find something else 
to complain about and turn it into next month’s opinion piece 
on personal growth.

By: Ava Ratcliff

ELINA CHOI/THE PHILLIPIAN

“The Sunset: Café and Lounge” event featured compositions by students like Yuping Zhu ’21 (pictured above).
Other students performed as part of their work for Music-380, “Heart & Soul: A Songwriting Workshop.”

Under the illuminated glow 
of fairy lights, Lyla Guthrie 
’23 gently accompanied her 
soprano voice on a ukulele. As 
she strummed the last chords 
of her original song, “Five 
Months,” the packed audience 
burst into applause.

On February 16, in the Tim-
ken Room, “The Sunset: Café 
and Lounge” showcased var-
ious student performances 
of original voice and piano 
pieces. Differing from a tra-
ditional student recital in its 
coffeehouse-inspired decor 
and ambient atmosphere, 
the event also hosted an im-
promptu open mic after-
wards.

According to audience 
member and friend Adaeze 
Izuegbunam ’20, Guthrie’s 
piece was proof of all of the 
performers’ hard work.

“[Guthrie’s] song, in par-
ticular… was awesome. I take 
AP theory in the room right 
above [the Timken Room], 
and… I see [the songwriting 
class] when I leave. So this is 
really interesting to see this 
class always working, and to 

see the fruits of their labor,” 
said Izuegbunam.

Holly Barnes, Instructor in 
Music and Director of Per-
formance, was responsible 
for organizing the event. Her 
initial goal was to provide an 
informal venue for students 
in her songwriting course, 
Music-380, to showcase their 
work in front of a wider audi-
ence.  

“I hoped the kids were su-
per pumped just to walk into 
this space and see how we 
transformed [the Timken 
Room]… It’s nothing like any-
thing on campus. I thought, 
‘If we have 30 to 40 kids the 
first time we have this, it will 
be a great success.’ We had 
over 100 people,” said Barnes.

Henry Crater ’20 performed 
his original composition, ti-
tled “My Place.” Despite hav-
ing never heard many of the 
other performers play or sing 
before, Crater still felt a per-
sonal connection to their ef-
forts. He also commented on 
the importance of the event in 
highlighting the accessibility 
of original music at Andover.

“People can step into 
[Graves Hall] or into any [mu-
sical] setting and feel like 
they’re part of the event, and 
they’re participating audi-

ence members. Music is for 
everyone,” said Crater.  

Barnes mentioned the im-
portance of showcasing a di-
verse array of student perfor-
mances and musical styles, 
citing the chance to explore 
music outside of a formal set-
ting. 

“For many people, I think 
the music feels more accessi-
ble, and it’s unique in that al-
most everything that was per-
formed tonight was written by 
[the] performer… People feel 
like they can understand or 
appreciate what’s happening 
and feel a part of it, instead of, 
‘I’m sitting here. I have to be 
quiet.’ I think they both have 
their place. This is just some-
thing we don’t have enough of 
on campus,” said Barnes. 

Izuegbunam appreciated 
the opportunity to witness 
her peers share their passions 
for creating and performing 
original music. 

“It’s one thing to be cre-
ative, but I feel like every-
thing in my life is now fil-
tered through, ‘You’re doing 
it at the Academy.’ It’s really 
nice that everyone was able to 
put in the time for all of this 
hard work, and [for] some-
thing they’re very passionate 
about,” said Izuegbunam.

JESSICA XU

“The Sunset: Cafe and Lounge” Event Features 
Original Compositions and Complementary Decor
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Look of the Week: Lilly Yager ’21 Coordinates Colors with Seasons

Styling a long-sleeved maroon 
dress with a cinched side, light-
weight black jacket, and boots, 
Lilly Yager ’21 completes her out-
fit with a matching set of a white 
and gold Hermes bracelets and 
earrings. According to Yager’s 
roommate Lola Bingham ’21, Yag-
er’s closet is full of similar tones 
and colors that she pairs together 
to create a trendy look.

“I would say Lilly’s style is a 
[mixture] of a classy and preppy 
[look]. She always buys clothes 
with a specific look in mind, so she 
looks put together and color-co-
ordinated, matching everything 
from her shoes to her jacket to her 
earrings,” said Bingham. 

When putting together her out-
fits, Yager picks the colors based 
on the season. In the fall and win-
ter, her clothing is darker, and she 

often wears maroon, cream, for-
est green, and navy. In the spring 
and summer, she prefers uplifting 
colors like yellow, pink, and baby 
blue.

“Spring is my favorite season, 
because there’s a lot you can do 
with it. There’s a lot of different 
materials you can wear, and it’s 
more flexible in terms of design 
[and] style. You aren’t limited by 
the weather, because it’s a little bit 
warmer, so I like [to wear] bright 
and vibrant colors. I tend to wear 
colorful things, and I don’t like to 
wear a lot of black or gray,” said 
Yager.

Yager’s style has changed over 
the last two years, after switching 
from a mandatory school uniform 
to an open dress code. According 
to Yager, she revamped her closet 
to have fewer clothes and more 
color coordination in order to 
maximize space and usage.

“Before I came to Andover, I 
had a uniform for five years, so 
I wasn’t really able to dress the 

way I wanted to. Part of the way 
I dress now is making up for lost 
years. We weren’t allowed to wear 
bows or any other type of acces-
sory, not even nail polish. Now, I 
like to dress up every day, because 
it’s nice to finally be able to choose 
what I wear,” said Yager.

According to Yager, fashion is 
an important aspect of presenting 
herself, whether it’s at a special 
event or just a normal day of class-
es. With her clothing choices, she 
tries to find the balance between 
over and underdressing, mixing 
and matching to create a purpose-
ful look. 

“I’ve grown up in a way where 
I’ve always been told that how I 
present myself matters. My dad 
goes to work in a suit every day, 
so it’s just a lesson or value that’s 
been instilled in me,” said Yager. “I 
want people to know that I’m put 
together, but not overdressed nec-
essarily… I want to look like that 
everything is purposeful in the 
way I’ve chosen it.”

NOEMI ELLIOTT

COURTESY OF SOPH MA
This piece by Soph Ma ’21, titled “Home is Coming,” recently won Gold Key 
Honors in the 2020 Scholastic Art and Writing Competition.
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According to Lilly Yager  ’21, 
her closet is almost completely 
composed of just two brands: Free 
People and Madewell.

Smith House stands at the cen-
ter of a canvas, warm yellow lights 
illuminating the central windows. 
Dark power lines cut across a blue 
and purple nighttime sky that 
fades into surrounding trees full 
of red and orange leaves.

Though Soph Ma ’21 only start-
ed painting in the spring term of 
her Lower year during her Art-
505 painting class, the painting, 
titled “Home is Waiting,” recently 
won a Gold Key in the 2020 Scho-
lastic Art and Writing Awards. In 
addition, the piece has also re-
ceived offers from two Andover 
teachers for purchase.

“Andover first introduced me 
to painting, which I will [always] 
be grateful for. I especially have to 
thank [Emily Trespas, Instructor 
in Art] for helping me improve 
so much in such a short amount 
of time. Under her mentorship, 
I quickly got comfortable with 
things like technique and col-
or theory. If you look at my first 
painting compared to my latest 
one, you’ll definitely see a huge 
difference in terms of quality and 
the way it portrays my vision,” 
said Ma.

Trespas met Ma in the fall of 
2018 in her introductory drawing 
course, Art-304, and has since 
also taught her in her advanced 
painting course, Art-505, and in 
her ceramics course, Art-302. In 
an email to The Phillipian, Trespas 
described Ma as an incredibly 
detail-oriented artist with a “vo-
racious thirst for learning” and 
stated that “Home is Waiting” was 
her favorite piece of Ma’s.

“The painting invites viewers 
to reach out and check if the sur-

face is flat or not! While Edward 
Hopper initially comes to mind 
in looking at Soph’s final building 
portrait of Smith House, it’s a bit 
more foreboding, akin to Rene 
Magritte’s ‘Empire of Light,’” 
wrote Trespas.

While Ma had prior experi-
ence in drawing before coming 
to Andover as a new Lower, she 
claims her time at Andover has 
allowed for not only an improve-
ment in her painting skills but in 
her drawing style and technique 
as well. She explained how taking 
Art-304 in the fall of her Lower 
year acted as a “catalyst” for her 
ongoing exploration of drawing 
and painting.

“In [Art-304], I definitely got to 
explore more than just graphite 
drawings. I got to use charcoal, 
which was a big help last summer 
when I took a drawing founda-
tions class at RISD Pre-College. I 
made this huge four foot-by-five 
foot charcoal drawing, which was 
a lot more advanced than the little 
drawing of a pear I started off do-
ing at [Andover],” said Ma.

Clara Tu ’21, a friend of Ma’s, 
described her initial reaction to 
seeing Ma’s art when they went 
to the Nest together and paint-
ed wood boards for room deco-
rations where Ma carefully de-
signed her wood board to match 
her aesthetic while others chose 
more random, chaotic designs. Tu 
admires Ma’s craft and dedication 
to keep challenging herself as an 
artist.

“What I truly love about Soph 
and her passion for art is how un-
afraid she is to push her bound-
aries. Since coming to Andover, 
she has painted wood boards and 
made scrunchies in the [Nest], 
taken drawing, painting, and ce-
ramic classes, attended the RISD’s 

summer program majoring in ar-
chitecture. I feel like she is truly 
exploring the field of art without 
boundaries—finding her own ar-
tistic style through open curiosity 
and discovery,” said Tu. 

According to Ma, while her 
drawing and painting styles differ, 
she describes them both as “pre-
cise and meticulous” and tends 
to lean towards realism. Ma ex-
plained how although she cares 
a lot about detail and craftsman-
ship, she also likes to experiment 
with different colors and shapes.

“Any new piece usually starts 
with a concept or idea that I then 
develop into something tangible. 
Once I have a vision of what I 
want, I use pencil to lay down the 
groundwork, and then I go from 
there. For painting, the process is 
a lot of back and forth between 
mixing colors and going in with 
a brush. It’s definitely a lot slower 
than drawing for me,” said Ma.

Moving forward, Ma wishes 
to incorporate art into her life as 
a potential part of her career. Ac-
cording to Ma, one particular area 
of intrigue for her is the overlap of 
art and cognitive science, the lat-
ter of which is currently her main 
field of interest.

“Lately, I’ve been looking into 
how architecture and neurosci-
ence intersect, which would be 
incredibly cool to go into as a ca-
reer. It’s mainly about designing 
buildings and spaces that people’s 
minds will respond the best to. For 
example, nursing homes can’t be 
too orderly or institutional—they 
have to be a stimulating environ-
ment. So when designing facili-
ties, you have to take into account 
how people respond to the space, 
which is where neuroscience 
comes in,” said Ma.

NATALIE CHEN

Soph Ma ’21 Evolves as Artist Through Painting and Drawing at Andover

COURTESY OF LILLY YAGER

Lilly Yager ’21 says that she consid-
ers her mother as her role model 
in fashion.
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