
The crowd erupted into 
screams as Marianne Bautis-
ta ’20 was declared Miss Teen 
Washington U.S.A. 2019 at the 
Highline Performing Arts Cen-
ter in Burien, Wash. on Novem-
ber 3. Her win has advanced her 
to the Miss Teen U.S.A. pageant 
in March of 2020.

Bautista was surprised that 
she placed in the top five rank-
ing of the competition, and even 
more so when she was crowned 
the winner.

“They called my name, 
which [was] for the winner of 
the title. I just had this wave of 
relief crash over. Everyone was 
so anxious and everyone started 
screaming backstage, and it was 
really great. It was such an ex-
citing moment and it was pretty 
shocking, because I was just not 
expecting [it],” said Bautista.

Contestants in the pageant 
went through multiple rounds 

of competition: an interview 
with a panel of judges, a for-
malwear segment, and a fitness 
wear portion. Additionally, each 
contestant created platforms to 
tackle issues that they were pas-
sionate about. Bautista’s plat-
form centered on issues of neu-
rological disorders, which she 
raised awareness for on social 
media and at school.

“I made up a hashtag ‘#Lets-
BeNeuroAware.’ It’s mainly 
about people with neurological 
disorders… We hear a lot about 
very common neurological dis-
orders, but I wanted to focus 
on rare neurological disorders 
happening in the world today, 
especially in developing coun-
tries. That’s basically what my 
platform is centered around… 
At school, I co-founded Neuro-
science Club and that speaks to 
a little bit of my platform,” said 
Bautista. 

Bautista competed in Miss 
Washington Teen U.S.A. two 
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Under the Bed hosts their annu-
al first show after the pep rally in 
Susie’s. 

Breaking Down Barriers
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Cancelling Cancel Culture
Jane Park ’22 criticizes cancel 
culture and argues we should be 
more empathetic toward those 
who make mistakes.

As a teacher at Sunrise School 
in Ghana last summer, Abi Nd-
ikum ’20 had her students spell 
out “C-o-c-o-n-u-t,” with their 
arms to get them involved with 
their learning. Ndikum worked 
with students in Ghana last 
summer as part of the Lorant 
Fellowship for Most Earnest 
Endeavor. This distinction is 
awarded annually by the Lorant 
Fellowship Committee to an 
Andover student who exhibits 
“the greatest fire in the belly to 
succeed,” according to Kassie 
Archambault ’06, Instructor and 
Chair in Russian. 

Inspired by the book “We 
Should All Be Feminists” by Chi-
mamanda Ngozi Adichie, Ndi-
kum taught her students with 
the intention of discussing fem-
inism in West Africa. Each class, 
Ndikum asked the students to 
take out a dictionary and recite 
the definition of feminism.

“I would return day after 
day and see the students run 
into the classroom as soon as I 
entered the school compound. 
When we first started our lesson 
on ‘We Should All Be Feminists,’ 
I told them to find a dictionary 
and look up the definition of 
feminism: ‘the belief that wom-
en should have the same rights 
and opportunities as men.’ We 
would recite this definition ev-
ery day because I believed it was 
important to understand the 
real definition of feminism, not 
the stereotype defined by Afri-
can culture,” said Ndikum in her 
talk.

During her presentation, 
Ndikum shared a video of her 
students reciting their own 
definitions of feminism as well. 
Giselle Jones-Mollod ’22 felt 
encouraged by what Ndikum’s 
students had learned about the 

importance of feminism in mod-
ern society. 

“What I most remember was 
the video footage of children at 
the school with their own defi-
nition of feminism and why it’s 
important. I think she talked so 
much about how in Ghana and 
in the culture, feminism is not 
something that is at the fore-

front of people’s thoughts and is 
something that is looked down 
on in the culture, but to have 
these children who genuinely 
have an understanding that they 
can apply it and they believe in 
it, that’s what stuck with me,” 

MELISSA DAMASCENO 
& PHILLIP KO

In celebration of Veterans 
Day on Monday, November 12, 
Andover invited Lieutenant Col-
onel Kenneth H. Weiner ’96 to 
campus for the 10th Annual Vet-
erans Day Program, honoring 
his 18 years of service in the U.S. 
Air Force. 

Weiner, who joined the Air 
Force in 2001, noted that his 

most recent duty was serving 
as the Commander of the 62nd 
Operations Support Squadron 
Joint Base in Lewis-McChord, 
Wash. According to Weiner, his 
job mainly consisted of manag-
ing the airfield and equipment 
in addition to conducting hu-
manitarian missions around the 
world. 

“The job I had was to com-
mand a squadron, and that 
Squadron level is the first level 
of command where you get ac-

tual command authority. So the 
Operations Support Squadron, 
or OSS, usually is responsible for 
running the airfield. Most Air 
Force bases have a runway, so I 
was responsible for the airfield 
itself, air traffic control, intelli-
gence, squadron, tactics, aircrew 
flight equipment— basically our 
survival equipment that we have 
on board the airplanes, like hel-
mets, night vision goggles, para-
chutes,” said Weiner.

Another major duty as Com-

mander was appointing and 
overseeing approximately 300 
military and civilian personnel, 
according to Weiner. Though 
Weiner was initially over-
whelmed by the heavy respon-
sibility of the job, he ultimately 
found the experience to be the 
peak of his experience at the Air 
Force. 

Weiner said, “[Other duties 
include] the scheduling of mis-
sions, [and] putting air crew 
members against missions that 

need to go out and fly… Every-
thing that supports planes com-
ing and going from our air force 
base was what I was responsible 
for, [which included] about 300 
people. For me, it was the pinna-
cle of any job I could ask for in 
the Air Force. It was awesome. I 
loved it.”

In both choosing his path as 
a pilot and working throughout 
his career, Weiner believes that 

Continued on A7,  Column 1

Service Beyond Andover: Lt. Col. Kenneth Weiner ’96 Shares Experience in U.S. Air Force
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Lorant Fellow Abi Ndikum ’20 
Teaches Feminism in Ghana

Marianne Bautista ’20 Crowned 
Miss Teen Washington USA

DELFY BALDERRAMA 
CARRILLO 

& HANNAH JUSTICZ 

Abby Ndikum ’20 was nominated by members of the Andover community 
for consideration by the Lorant Fellowship Committee.

COURTESY OF  MARIANNE BAUTISTA
Marianne Bautista ’20 chose radiant orchid, Pantone’s 2014 color of the 
year, for her formalwear dress. 

Terrell Ivory ’00 Returns to Campus Following Car Crash and Medical Leave

After sustaining serious in-
juries from a car crash this past 
summer, Terrell “T.I.” Ivory ’00, 
Assistant Director of Admission, 
officially returned to work in 
the Shuman Admissions Cen-
ter this Monday, November 11. 
Ivory had been on medical leave 
since July 27, 2019, after falling 
into a coma. In addition to being 
on the admissions team, Ivory 
is Head Coach of Andover Boys 
Basketball, an advisor, and a for-
mer Equity, Balance, and Inclu-
sion (E.B.I) teacher. Ivory has 
returned to his job as a coach 
and admission officer full-time. 

Just one day before the ac-
cident, Ivory had returned to 
Andover from a trip to China. 
Despite his exhaustion from 
the trip, Ivory went to work, 
and while he was driving home, 
Ivory fell asleep at the wheel 
and crashed. He was taken to a 
hospital in Lawrence, and emer-
gency services later transferred 
Ivory to Tufts Medical Center, 
where he received surgery.  

“I was in China. I was trav-
eling there and I got back. It’s 
a long trip. I went for the first 
time last year, and then this year 
I felt like I was a superhuman. 
I went to work the next day 

and I didn’t rest enough. I was 
driving back home, and I woke 
up in the hospital. I fell asleep 
driving, and hit a tree out here 
on [Route] 28… I clearly have 
learned a lesson, the hard way… 
I made a mistake and tried to do 
too much too soon after a really 
long trip,” said Ivory.

Ivory suffered brain swelling 
and bleeding, and as a result, 
part of his skull was removed for 
nearly six weeks. He received 
surgery and now has titanium 
inside part of his skull. Addi-
tionally, Ivory suffered a broken 
ankle and injured shoulder. 

According to Ivory, during 
his stay at the hospital, many 
friends and coworkers visited to 
show their concern and support. 
Ivory expressed gratitude for 
the supportive response of the 
Andover community.

“This community stepped up 
when I did get into the accident…
People reached out to me on 
Facebook, messaged me, [and] 
talked about me being in their 
thoughts and prayers. When I 
was in the hospital, the first day, 
I think it was a group of six or 
seven people from this commu-
nity showed up. I wasn’t aware, I 
was unconscious, but they were 
just there in the hospital just 
to be there for me, because my 
mom couldn’t get up there. My 
mom flew from Charlotte, N.C., 
where I grew up, as soon as she 

found out,” said Ivory.
Ivory continued, “During that 

transition I think three or four 
people from the office showed 
up. I think Elisa Joel [Director 
of Athletics and former Director 
of Enrollment Management], 
she just held my hand and just 
was there for me… Being able to 
have visitors meant the world 
to me. People coming and just 
spending time with me and just 
bringing food from my mom and 
talking to me that mattered so 
much. It helped my recovery.”

Kevin Graber, Senior Asso-
ciate Director of Admission, 
expressed the worry that he 
had felt when he first heard the 
news of Ivory’s accident, and the 
helplessness that he felt upon 
first visiting Ivory only a few 
days after the accident. 

“He had been brought to Tufts 
Medical Center. I was in Boston, 
so I just dropped what I was 
doing and my wife and I drove 
over to Tufts Medical Center 
and we were by his bedside that 
day when we first arrived. And 
it was an emotional time, when 
you see someone you’re so close 
to, and at that point there’s a lot 
of questions. What is the extent 
of his injuries? Is he gonna be 
okay? Is he gonna live? Basically, 
I saw my friend there in a coma 

ELIZABETH CHOU 
& ERIN KIM

Continued on A4,  Column 1
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Terrell Ivory ’00, Assistant Director of Admission, has worked at Andover 
for 7 years. He is pictured here with Kevin Graber (left), Senior Associate 
Director of Admission and Evanice Cirelli (right), Admission Administrator. 
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THREE YEARS AGO, MY 
older brother received 
an acceptance letter 

from the United States govern-
ment giving him a four year col-
lege scholarship together with 
an eight year long commitment 
to serve his country as a United 
States Naval Officer. While nei-
ther of my parents served in 
the military, I spent much of my 
childhood hearing stories about 
my grandfather’s time in the 
military. Now, with my brother 
in the Marine R.O.T.C. program 
(having recently switched from 
the Navy to the Marines) I bet-
ter understand the importance of 
educating people about the mili-
tary and the bravery of those who 
serve in it. 

In World War II, around 
407,000 U.S. soldiers died fight-
ing for America and fighting for 
freedom. In the Vietnam War, 
58,220 members of the U.S. 
military died, and in the Korean 
War, there were 54,246 fatalities. 
Since 9/11, there have been over 
7,000 soldiers who have died in 
the line of duty, and countless 
others wounded. These men and 
women sacrifice their lives in or-
der to ensure that we sleep safely 
here at Andover. 

Despite this, veterans often do 

not get the recognition, or appre-
ciation, that they deserve. 

When veterans returned 
home from the Vietnam War, 
they were met with ridicule and 
hatred. While the exact numbers 
are unknown, according to abc 
news, the social ostracization 
that came from being a vietnam 
vet led to high suicide rates. 
However, In 2019, we are able 
to better able to obtain statistics. 
According to the Center for Pub-
lic Integrity, the rate of suicide in 
the veteran community is still far 
too high, and nearly double the 
suicide rate of civilians. 

Today, veterans and active 
service members are often not 
treated with the respect and 
support they deserve. One ex-
ample of this is the Department 
of Veterans’ Affairs, a cabinet 
level department, created to 
help veterans after they return 
home. According to CNN, there 
have been thousands of deaths 
relating to the ridiculous month 
long wait times for medical care 
and to the often low standard of 
medical care. 

In addition to significant gov-
ernmental problems, there are 
issues with the way society 

treats veterans. One need look 
no further than the people who 
go to a veteran’s funerals in order 
to protest, disrupt and disrespect 
the fallen soldier and those who 
go to mourn their loss. In ad-
dition, veterans are more likely 
than civilians to be homeless. 
According to NPR and USA 
Today, there have been studies 
done confirming that veterans 
often are discriminated against 
in the employment and housing 
system. These societal issues can 
also be seen in the smallest ways. 
My brother has many friends 
in R.O.T.C. who I have gotten to 

know and hearing stories about 
the way they are treated when 
in uniform angers me. I believe 
that it is extremely important to 
educate students on what ser-
vice members do so that those 
Americans that deserve the most 
respect get it. 

Education is the first step to 
change. Educating students at 
Andover on the importance of 
our military, what soldiers do 
and how they protect us by fight-
ing domestic and foreign terror-
ism, and how we can better sup-
port veterans is very important. 
As Americans, it is our duty to 
support and honor those who 
have fought for us, and those 
who have given up everything in 
order to defend our nation.

There is much more we can 
do, as a community, to fulfil this 
duty. Why not spend a part of 

Veterans Day celebrating veter-
ans? Sure, cupcakes at Commons 
are awesome and having a Veter-
ans Day dinner is a great way to 
acknowledge service members, 
but I believe that as a communi-
ty, we can, and should, do more. 
On Martin Luther King Day, 
we spend hours in special pro-
gramming learning about, and 
honoring, the incredible accom-
plishments of an amazing man. 
I wish that we were able to have 
a  similar opportunity to learn 
about our nations’ veterans. 
Maybe next year we can spend a 
portion of the day creating care 
packages for military members 
overseas, or hear about the expe-
riences of a veteran, or even have 
a discussion about Veterans Day 
as a community. I know that in 
the past, we have had Andover 
alumni who are active in the mil-

itary come and answer questions 
on Veteran’s Day, and it would be 
great to do this again! 

Speaking with veterans about 
their experiences on Veteran’s 
Day in Boston, I learned about 
marching, parades and other 
activities honoring the military, 
a huge difference from how we 
celebrate now. Hopefully next 
year, we can dedicate this one 
day out of the year to celebrate 
the people who are fighting for 
us, and to honor the military 
men and women who sacrificed 
their lives so that we can be free. 
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On Sunday, the editors of Northwestern Uni-
versity’s newspaper, The Daily Northwestern, 
apologized for their coverage of a student protest 
against an event featuring former U.S. Attorney 
General Jeff Sessions. In their statement, The 
Daily acknowledged how they had “harmed” stu-
dents by posting photos of the protesters on Twit-
ter and reaching out to students for interviews 
via text, which the independent and student-run 
newspaper considered “an invasion of privacy.” 

The apology has incited a variety of responses 
from professional journalists, some of whom have 
criticized The Daily’s apology as unwarranted 
and, according to Washington Post columnist 
Glenn Kessler, “a travesty.” Both the apology it-
self and the backlash it induced have ushered in a 
wider conversation about the ideal nature of jour-
nalism. While some protesters have argued that 
unbiased journalism works against an increasing-
ly aware world, sensitivity and journalistic pur-
suits don’t have to be mutually exclusive—in fact, 
good journalism should work in tandem with the 
values of safety and sensitivity, not against them. 

The Daily should not have apologized, but 
more than that, they shouldn’t have been pres-
sured into doing so by the student protesters. 
Charles Whitaker, Dean of Northwestern’s Medill 
School of Journalism, explained how the apology 
“suggests that we are not independent authors of 
the community narrative.” It is the duty of jour-
nalists to investigate and document the truth of 
a story even in the face of societal expectations 
or controversy. The precedent that The Daily set 
isn’t just disappointing—it threatens the ability of 

journalists to do their jobs.
Recently, other student journalists defended 

controversial decisions, rather than apologiz-
ing like The Daily. On October 22, The Harvard 
Crimson defended their decision to reach out to 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) for 
comments following a student protest against the 
controversial government agency. Several campus 
groups have boycotted the Crimson, claiming that 
by reaching out to ICE for comments, they were 
legitimizing the agency’s actions. The Crimson, 
even in the face of this harsh criticism, did not 
apologize and instead released a “Note to Read-
ers” that affirmed its “right—and prerogative” to 
include the perspectives of all parties mentioned 
in a story. 

In the end, whether or not The Daily and Crim-
son apologize is beyond the discretion of anyone 
but their respective boards. It is why they apolo-
gize, or feel that they need to apologize, that is at 
the heart of the problem. This is not to say that 
there isn’t a case where an apology is the proper 
response from a newspaper– journalists must ac-
knowledge their mistakes in order to secure the 
trust of the community with which they work. 
However, journalists should never have to apolo-
gize for doing their due diligence to ensure that 
all perspectives are included in a story, so long as 
they are doing so with respect and integrity.

This editorial represents the views of The Phil-
lipian, vol. CXLII.

No Remorse for Reporting

Editorial

Veterans Day Celebration 

Rebecca Bab is a Senior from 
New Smyrna Beach, Fla. Con-
tact the author at rbab20@an-
dover.edu.

CORRECTIONS 11/8

News misstated a fact. Prem Prabhakar is a board member of IndoPak. 

Arts misstated a fact. Alianza Latina did not participate in the iFood Bazaar.

Sports did not credit a graphic. Melissa Damasceno created the Andover/Exeter 

banners.

The Phillipian regrets the errors. 
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“WHAT IS SHE LIKE? IS 
she like, woke?” This year, 
I have both received and 

posed this question. As far as I 
knew, the word “woke” simply 
described an individual who was 
socially aware of the world and 
recognized the underlying prob-
lems of society that others did 
not. While using it, I did not see 
any harm or negative connota-
tions. In fact, I considered my-
self “woke” and I wanted to sur-
round myself with others who 
were too.

But my definition of “woke” 
changed when it was associ-
ated with another commonly 
used term, “cancel.” To “can-
cel” someone means to col-
lectively ignore the presence 
of someone and condemn 
their actions, usually through 
the means of the internet. It 
was drama surrounding You-
Tubers, specifically James 
Charles, that made me look 
at this culture of cancelling 
people differently. People 
were more concerned about 
putting James Charles in his 
place, rather than actually 
caring to see a change in his 
mindset and seriously ac-
knowledging the issue with 
the proper sensitivity and 
respect. It was essentially an 
overwhelming wave of criti-
cism and hate towards an in-
dividual, masked under the 
idea that he was “cancelled.”

For a moment, I saw noth-
ing wrong with that. The fact 
that I watched and was al-
most a little satisfied with the 
criticism directed towards 
him shows that it does not 

require a person to physi-
cally act on their hate to con-
tribute to this toxic notion of 
being “woke,” it just requires 
complacency. Complacency 
and silence are green-lights 
that give the “go-ahead” sig-
nal to bring down someone 
for their mistakes and justify 
it through the self-righteous 
term of being “woke.”

James Charles eventually 
was able to clear his name 
through a series of screen-
shots and more evidence, and 
the “James Charles is Can-
celled” Movement came to a 
halt. It was so surprising and 
even a little frightening to me 
that this wave of criticism and 
fury could be unleashed and 
then taken back in the span 
of a day. Were these acts 
and parodies truly calling 
for change? Did our actions 
truly acknowledge these 
events and approach 
this situation in a pro-
ductive way? Every-
thing had worked out 
because James Charles 
ultimately proved his 
innocence, but if he 
had not, this whirlpool 
of hate would have still 
existed and been justi-
fied through the notion 
of being “woke.” As we 
challenge others’ ac-
tions, we must do it in a 
conscious, productive 
manner with the main 
goal to help communi-
cate why those actions 
may be wrong or bring 
others harm. While this 
period of self-questioning 
and doubt did take place, it 
ultimately flashed by and I 
was back to using the word 
canceled and defining my-
self as woke.

The second and the final 
suckerpunch of reality that 
hit me was Megan 

Phelps-Roper’s All-School 
Meeting (ASM) speech. Dur-
ing ASM, Phelps-Roper was 
addressed with a comment 
regarding whether or not 
she could use the f-slur, as 
she herself was not a queer-
identifying person. She de-
fended her actions by saying 

that other gay men told her 
it was okay to do so. Her use 
was also an intentional act 
to emphasize and describe 
the magnitude of the hate of 
Westboro Baptist Church. 
While I think that her answer 
wasn’t fully representative 
of the message she was try-
ing to send and was a poor 
response to the last ques-
tion, there were aspects in 
the responses of the Andover 
community that could have 
been better. I heard some 
students disregarding her en-
tire speech and experience, 
instead only focusing on the 
last portion. I remember 
asking an individual for her 
opinion, and I was met with 
very negative feedback. It fo-
cused more on attacking and 

villainizing Phelps-Roper 
rather than addressing 
and discussing why 
she wasn’t allowed to 
do so and her poten-
tial reasoning. I must 
admit, Andover is a 
pretty socially aware 
campus with clubs, 
speakers, and classes 
that are all dedicated 
toward issues like 
race, socio-economic 
status, gender, and 
more. But because 
we are in a place of 

privilege and in an environ-
ment to ask these questions 
and challenge preconceived 
notions, we must learn to dis-
agree and converse produc-
tively. 

Shutting someone down 
and “cancelling” them does 
not offer the individual a true 
opportunity to change their 
mindset and to learn a new 
perspective. “Cancelling” 
someone actually deprives 
them of that potential experi-
ence and almost forces them 
to reinforce their own ideas 
due to the hate we confront 
them with. Are we being 
“woke” to help other people 
realize the problems they do 
not realize and truly open 
their eyes to a perspective 
they themselves do not hold 
or are we using the descrip-
tion of being “woke” to justify 
the act of spreading hate?

We should be able to iden-
tify and speak up about the 
actions we disagree with 
morally and condemn the ac-
tions that need condemning. 
But the desire to communi-
cate these ideas should never 
align with the justification of 
giving and spreading hate. 

“    WE’RE ENTERING AN 
era in which our enemies 
can make it look like anyone 

is saying anything at any point 
in time,” Barack Obama told us 
grimly in a 2018 broadcast. Ex-
cept he’s not the one really talk-
ing. Though his voice and mo-
tions seem authentic, the video is 
an example of a deepfake, an AI 
technology available to the pub-
lic. Deepfakes, which use artifi-
cial intelligence to superimpose 
images of one person on another, 
have risen rapidly in popular-
ity over the last few years. It’s 
time we paid more attention to 
their harmful potential so that 
we could minimize the damage it 
could do.

Given enough video and audio 
footage, deepfakes algorithmi-
cally transplant one person’s face 
onto the movements of another. 
As such, perhaps one of the most 
significant concerns is that of 
political manipulation. I believe 
speech is one of a politician’s 
most important assets since what 
they say usually has massive in-
fluence over their voters. After 
all, they’re meant to represent 
their constituents, meaning that 
what they say ought to reflect the 
opinions of the people who vot-
ed for them. Now that deepfake 
technology is advanced enough 
to closely simulate the speech 

and movements of the person, it 
could become easy in the future 
to discredit a politician with a 
doctored video of them with in-
flammatory and offensive rhet-
oric (in the video referenced 
above,  Obama called President 
Donald Trump a “total and com-
plete dipsh*t”). According to 
Fortune, the number of deepfake 
videos has nearly doubled in the 
last seven months to a total of 
14,000. Such videos could render 
the already polarized political 
environment even more chaotic 
and unpredictable. In the fu-
ture, edited videos of politicians 
released by malicious outsiders 
could wreak havoc.

However, when it comes to 
deepfakes, most videos are not 
political in nature. According to 
Vice, pornography accounted 
for over 96 percent of all deep-
fake videos online, all presum-
ably without the consent of the 
victim. Although political actors 
may harness the technology in 
the future to spread disinfor-
mation and distrust, the use of 
deepfakes, as of now, remains 
primarily to torment and ha-
rass women. Whether it be ac-
tors or artists, “The New York 
Times” reports that “the main 
victims of the fake videos are 

women.” We all know or can 
imagine how creepy it would be 
for strangers to take pictures of 
you—now imagine how exposed 
and vulnerable victims of deep-
fakes are. A celebrity’s image 
could be tarnished by deepfake 
videos, but this becomes even 
more problematic for normal ci-
vilians. If such images or videos 
of them exist on the internet, 
potential employers may be less 
willing to offer them jobs. Take 
Rana Ayyub, who discovered vid-
eos of her online after she wrote 
an article critical of India’s rul-
ing party last year. The video was 
shared over 200,000 times on 
Twitter, and she says that the 
traumatizing experience made 
her “remain silent” for fear 
that someone would share 
the video again. Not only did 
this video succeed in harass-
ing her and prevent further 
criticism of the government, 
but many who would not 
have known about her 
before will now see the 
video instead of her arti-
cle whenever they search 
her up.

Although various al-
gorithms are being devel-
oped to test for deepfakes, 
technological advancement 
is a perpetual game of cat and 
mouse with no true victor. Ev-
ery time an antivirus is updated, 
hackers find a new way to bypass 
it. Much in the same way, others 
will find a loophole every time an-
other method of detecting deep-
fakes is found. Instead, change 
must occur amongst the 
general public if it 

is to occur at all. It’s imperative 
for us to first and foremost rein-
force how unacceptable it is to 
create and spread these videos. 
For instance, Andover can take 
the initiative by incorporating 
this material into its Mentors in 
Violence Prevention programs 
or its Empathy, Balance, and In-
clusion courses. Though these 
programs already cover a wide 
breadth of topics, issues such as 
using doctored photos or videos 
to blackmail or harass others 
are not talked about. Since the 

internet will continue to play a 
bigger role in the social lives of 
students over the next few years, 
such topics are critical and must 
be addressed. And, in any case, 
some students at Andover may 
be targeted by these attacks, ei-
ther in the near future or after 
they graduate. Deepfakes are, at 
heart, nothing more than a form 
of malicious slander. Let’s do our 
part by taking a stance against 
them.

NEIL SHEN

DAVID ZHU/THE PHILLIP
IA
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          OLIVIA TUNG/THE PHILLIPIAN

Jane Park is a two-year 
Lower from Rosyln, NY. Con-
tact the author at jpark22@
andover.edu.

Seeing is Not Believing

Cancelling Cancel Culture

Neil Shen is a two-year 
Lower from Jiaxing, China. 

Contact the author at 
fshen22@andover.edu.

Deepfakes are, 
at heart, nothing 

more than a form of 
malicious slander. 
Let’s do our part 

by taking a stance 
against them.

JANE PARK

Nick Koobatian/the phillipian

Erin Kim/the phillipian Erin Kim/the phillipian

“Cancelling” someone 
actually deprives 

them of that potential 
experience and 

almost forces them to 
reinforce their own 

ideas due to the hate 
we confront them 

with.

It was essentially an 
overwhelming wave 

of criticism and hate 
towards an individual, 

masked under the 
idea that he was 

“cancelled.”
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Ricco Siasoco Emphazises 
the Importance of “Third Spaces”

Members of the Gen-
der and Sexuality Alliance 
(G.S.A.), South East Asian 
Club (SEAC), Asian Society, 
and other students sat in the 
Office of Community and 
Multicultural Development 
(CAMD) in a dialogue with 
visiting speaker Ricco Siaso-
co on Monday. Siasoco’s dis-
cussion addressed his expe-
riences with intersectionality 
and his ideas surrounding the 
topic. Siasoco, teacher, activ-
ist, and the Director of Equity 
and Inclusion at the Chad-
wick School, is the author of 
“The Foley Artist: Stories,” 
a collection of stories about 
Asian and queer identity.

English scholar and criti-
cal theorist Homi K. Bhabha’s 
theory of “Third Spaces” 
featured prominently in the 
discussion. Siasoco used it to 
illustrate the novelty of an in-
tersectional existence, wheth-
er that be through the lens of 
race, class, gender, and be-
yond. According to Siasoco, a 
“Third Space” is similar to an 
affinity space—distinct from 
home and work spaces and 
school spaces. It is instead a 
place where an individual can 
authentically express their 
own individual experiences. 
He identified CAMD as one 
of Andover’s “Third Spaces,” 
a place on campus separate 
from one’s home and school, 
but still holding a sense of 
home.

Siasoco said, “Your First 
Space is your home culture, 
your home language, your 
home family. For me, that 
was really growing up a Fili-
pino kid in Iowa. That’s First 
Space. Your Second Space is 
your school space, your work 
space, where you enter. You 
know, sometimes your iden-
tities are inferred, but it’s 
a different space than your 
home space. You have First 
Space, Second Space, and 
[Bhabha] was always thinking 
about ‘What’s a Third Space?’ 
So, you know, I was actually 
thinking as I came in here…
CAMD is actually kind of a 
Third Space, which is nice. 
It’s a physical space, but, more 
importantly, it’s an ideologi-
cal Third Space where you’re 
literally home, right?”

Siasoco was the only Asian 
in his graduate program, 
which highlighted for him 
the importance of affinity or 
Third Spaces. Later, Siasoco 
implemented the Third Space 
in his life by helping to found 

Kundiman, a national liter-
ary organization dedicated to 
Asian American literature.

Siasoco said, “A lot of the 
work I do is [because] I want-
ed a space for Asian-Amer-
ican writers. When I was 
coming up, in my twenties at 
the height of fame, I was still 
the only Asian in my grad-
uate program of ten people. 
My other friends, who I dis-
covered later, were Asian and 
good writers, [and they] were 
like, ‘I always thought I was 
the only one.’ So, we were 
like, ‘well, we can create a 
Third Space.’ So we created 
a non-profit. We were like, 
‘we’re just going to create this 
space for Asian-American 
writers. It doesn’t exist, so 
we’re going to have to create 
this Third Space.”

Nikita Muromcew ’21 ex-
pressed how she identified 
with the concept of a Third 
Space, and shared how the 
people and community in 
her ideal Third Space would 
consider her as her own indi-
vidual. Muromcew, a triplet, 
explained how she and her 
sisters all perceive their iden-
tities differently.

“I think of a Third Space 
as a place where I don’t have 
to consider my identities in 
a way where my identity as a 
whole is considered a default. 
And in my opinion, I feel like 
I do not have that just because 
even if I find the same mixed 
people, even if I find the same 
people with the same under-
standings of gender and sex-
uality, we have very different 
minds. I’m a triplet, and the 
three of us have very different 
minds,” said Muromcew. 

During the discussion, Kar-
in Ulanovsky ’20, Co-Head of 
G.S.A., explained how affini-
ty groups at Andover can act 
as Third Spaces, but can also 
place unrealistic expectations 
on its members. While G.S.A. 
is not an affinity group, Ula-
novsky gave an example of 
how when she is in certain 
affinity spaces, she feels pres-
sure to “perform” that specif-
ic aspect of her identity. 

“Someone can feel like they 
need to be more performa-
tive in an affinity space—they 
have to perform their identity 
to a more extreme point be-
cause they’re in the affinity 
space, so they kind of have 
to prove themselves. Maybe 
sometimes that’s how I feel in 
my affinity spaces, but on the 
other hand, affinity spaces are 
places where everyone is sup-
posed to be themselves. So, 
I think it’s on the individual 
level,” said Ulanovsky.

Lilia Cai-Hurteau, Chi-
nese Department Chair and 
Co-Advisor of affinity group 
Asian Women Empowerment 
(A.W.E.), helped organize 
the dinner along with SEA, 
G.S.A., and Coreen Mar-
tin, Instructor in English. 
Cai-Hurteau knows Siasoco 
personally and because of this 
was able to organize his visit 
somewhat spontaneously, and 
brought G.S.A., S.E.A., and 
Asian Society together in or-
der to emphasize the signifi-
cance of intersectionality and 
representation.

“It’s so rare that we have 
someone to come in and talk 
about this intersectional-
ity between Asian-Ameri-
can and queer identities and 
also someone who has South 
East Asian heritage, [and] is 
Filipino-American—we just 
don’t have a lot of that rep-
resentation on campus,” said 
Cai-Hurteau.”

Alex Ashman ’22 believes 
there is a need for more dis-
cussions about “Third Spac-
es” outside of events on cam-
pus.

“I think it’s a conversation 
we need to have about how do 
we create these Third Spaces 
at Andover and how spaces 
at Andover are or aren’t be-
ing Third Spaces right now… 
[Siasoco] mentioned cultural 
hybridity instead of intersec-
tionality. I think at Andover 
we have a lot of discussion 
about intersectionality, but I 
think the hybridity that he’s 
talking about—different as-
pects of your identity overlap 
rather than intersect at cer-
tain points—is really import-
ant,” Ashman said.

According to Natalie Shen, 
Co-President of Asian Soci-
ety, it’s impossible to consider 
an aspect of cultural identity 
without acknowledging over-
lap—a concept that she be-
lieves needs to be expressed 
more on campus.

“The concept of talking 
about Asian identity and 
queer identity… there’s not 
a space for that on campus… 
I think it’s [important to un-
derstand] that our identities 
are very intersectional in the 
sense that you can’t think 
about your sexuality with-
out thinking about your race 
and you can’t think about 
your gender without thinking 
about your sexuality. Every-
thing that you believe in is 
connected in your unique ex-
perience,” said Shen.

AMBER TING

and felt pretty helpless. There’s 
nothing I could do to help him,” 
said Graber.

Graber said that Ivory is one 
of his closest friends and that 
Ivory’s leave had a large impact 
on him emotionally. During Ivo-
ry’s medical leave, Graber ex-
plained that he missed him not 
only because of his work ethic 
and humility, but also because of 
his bright personality and posi-
tive energy. 

“[It was] lonely. Really lonely. 
Not to say I don’t love working 
with all my other amazing col-
leagues, but he left a pretty sig-
nificant hole in my heart. Him 
not being in the office, but just 
not in my life—it’s pretty tough. 
Compound that with the fact 
that concern about his health 
and well-being it doubles the 
effect. I think we’re lucky, not 
only to have him back, but to 
have him back in the condition 
he’s in.” said Graber.

Ivory returned to campus 
the same day as Andover Boys 
Basketball team tryouts began. 
Ivory will be coaching full time 
this Winter in addition to his 
work in admissions. According 
to Joel, Ivory is passionate about 
the sport and has managed to 
connect with many of the Varsi-
ty team players. 

“T.I. loves basketball. He 
loves coaching it, he loves play-
ing it, he loves watching it and 
we are thrilled he is here at the 
start of the season, because it’s 
allowing T.I. to do the thing 
he loves most. And I know he 
makes a big impact on the team. 
The guys are excited to have 
their coach with them this sea-
son as well. They’ve become 
[more of ] a family than a team. 
[T.I.] really creates that atmo-
sphere,” said Joel.

Joel continued, “I think it re-
ally speaks to his love of the boys 
on that team, it speaks to his love 
of the game, it also speaks to the 
love that he found surrounding 
him over a really tough number 

of months.”
According to Ray Shoemak-

er ’20, Andover Boys Basketball 
team member, Ivory has become 
a mentor and friend in addi-
tion to a coach. Shoemaker ex-
plained that Andover’s campus 
felt empty without Ivory.

“[Without Ivory, it’s been] 
just really gloomy, really sad. 
He’s a really uplifting charac-
ter, he’s just really needed on 
campus. When things get tough, 
he’s always there for me and I 
feel like people really need that 
right now… He’s taught me to al-
ways keep my head up. I never 
forgot the game last year where 
we played Hotchkiss at Brook-
lyn Net Stadium, and we lost the 
game. He came into the room 
and said, ‘Keep your heads up,’ 
and that just always stuck with 
me,” said Shoemaker.

Marianne Bautista ’20 ex-
pressed her appreciation of Ivo-
ry, especially in how he works 
to be supportive and kind to the 
student body. 

“He has always been a very 
positive force in the community. 
Even though he worked in Ad-
missions he’s always been very 
supportive of students. I know 
whenever I pass him he always 
says hi to me and he remembers 
my name. He’s always just been 
super kind to everybody. He’s an 
adult on campus who’s very ap-
proachable, someone who stu-
dents can talk to,” Bautista. 

Despite the incident leaving 
behind lifelong scars, Ivory now 
sees the accident as an oppor-
tunity to grow as a person and 
member of the community.

“Taking care of yourself mat-
ters so much. One of the reasons 
why I work here is because I feel 
like I can help kids and develop 
relationships with these amaz-
ing kids, but in order to give, you 
have to take care of yourself. If 
you don’t take care of yourself 
it’s hard to think about helping 
other people. I have a reminder 
every day: the scar. I’m embrac-
ing the scar though. The scar is 
not gonna go away, it’s a part of 
my story,” said Ivory. 

Terrell Ivory ’00 Returns 

TYLER WEI/THE PHILLIPIAN

Terrell Ivory ’00, Assistant Director of Admission, and Kevin Graber, Senior 
Associate Director of Admission, performed a rendition of “Shallow” from 
“A Star is Born” at last year’s All-School Meeting Community Talent Show.

Continued from A1, Column 3

Piles and racks of Andover 
athletic gear appeared be-
hind Borden Memorial Gym 
on November 9. Students sift-
ed through the dumpsters 
and took home vintage varsi-
ty jackets, sports jerseys, and 
various athletic wear.

Although the athletic de-
partment tried to recycle the 
clothing, due to a miscommu-
nication, some gear ended up 
in the dumpsters, according 
to Lisa Joel, Director of Ath-
letics. All of the clothing that 
was in the dumpster has since 
been removed and is currently 
being sorted through to deter-
mine what is fit to recycle or 
sell. 

“More stuff was put into a 
dumpster [than was expect-
ed], and it shouldn’t have been 
put into a dumpster. It should 
have gone [towards] textile 
recycling… I will take full re-
sponsibility for it landing 
there, because I am the Athlet-
ic Director, and I just wouldn’t 
want anyone else having to go 
into that. As soon as we real-
ized that, we removed all of 
it,” said Joel.

Joel explained how as the 
Athletic Department was 
looking for spaces for the An-
dover Crew team to practice 
in the winter, they stumbled 
upon all of the vintage cloth-
ing, much of which is from the 
late 80s and early 90s. Most of 
the clothing was found in the 
equipment areas in the boys 
and girls locker rooms in Bor-
den. Joel said that the Athletic 
Department had tried to sort 
and throw out the clothing 
that had mold or was in an un-
wearable condition.

“The original intent [was] 
to remove some of the stuff 
that had mold. No one wanted 

to wear stuff that had mold, 
and certainly some stuff that 
we felt like was frayed enough, 
that [didn’t] stand the test 
of time, [was not wearable]. 
The stuff that was put in the 
dumpster shouldn’t have gone 
there because you can respon-
sibly recycle it, so I’m really 
glad people brought it to my 
attention,” said Joel.

Claire Brady ’20 spoke to 
Joel after going through the 
clothing with friends. 

“At first I was really struck, 
and I was pretty disappoint-
ed to see such clothings being 
trashed. The students would 
have actually wanted a lot of 
it, and also most of it was still 
in a pretty decent condition 
for someone to be wearing it, 
and so to see all those clothes 
put in the dumpster was really 
disappointing.”

But after talking to Joel, 
Brady learned that the depart-
ment had tried to recycle. In 
previous years, old uniforms 
had been sold at yard sales, 
where the proceeds go to buy-
ing new uniforms for the Ath-
letic Department, according to 
Joel. In the future, the Athlet-
ic Department may have yard 
sales to sell old athletic cloth-
ing back to students. 

“There is still a lot of stuff 
that is in the equipment room 
that people may or may not be 
interested in…Uniforms here 
have somewhere between 
probably a four to seven year 
life cycle...so we are constant-
ly going to be having this it-
eration of hundreds of pieces 
of athletic uniforms now sud-
denly becoming obsolete. Re-
ally, the hope is to host yard 
sales to raise funds every few 
years,” said Joel.

Brady found out about the 
clothing from Posie Millett 
’20, who was leaving for a 
cross Country Competition 
from behind Borden.

Brady said, “It was kind of 
fun. I was there with a hand-
ful of other people, and we 
were shouting out the things 
we were finding, and it ended 
up being really fun. I got three 
free varsity jackets, vintage 
jackets that I would have paid 
money for, so that was fun.” 

Tiffany Tang ’22 said that 
finding vintage athletic cloth-
ing from Andover Girls Cross 
Country was particularly spe-
cial to her and reinforced her 
love for the team.  

“Before [Cross Country] 
loaded the busses for our NEP-
STA championships, [Corey 
Paolillo, Assistant Athletics 
Equipment Manager] point-
ed to some racks of old sports 
clothing and said it was all 
free, so we all looked through 
and took some pieces. I per-
sonally only took one, an XC 
jacket...Having a cross coun-
try jacket is significant to me 
because I love [Andover Girls 
Cross Country] a lot and it’s 
absorbed my life, so I’m happy 
to [represent] it,” said Tang. 

In addition to athletic gear, 
math class apparel and varsi-
ty theatre jackets were also 
among the clothing. Finding a 
varsity theatre jacket was par-
ticularly important for Amelia 
Meyer ’21.

“I was super excited. Why 
not let the students have our 
go at creative athletic fashion 
and give them some resourc-
es? The varsity theatre jack-
ets were the most exciting to 
me, because I think the idea 
of varsity theatre is excellent,” 
wrote Meyer in an email to 
The Phillipian.

Millett enjoyed finding 
pieces of equipment that she 
could connect to her Andover 
experience outside of athlet-
ics as well. 

Millett said, “I’m actually 
wearing a t-shirt that says… 
‘Math’ [on the back], like the 

way that the last name would 
be written, and then 650 like 
a number, so it has Math-650 
on it, which I think is really 
funny… A lot of people took 
the clothing because it’s cool 
to feel connected to the past 
of the school. They don’t make 
jackets that same way any-
more…[The] material wasn’t 
necessarily nicer, but I think 
it’s cool to have those vintage 
things.”

The novelty of the vintage 
clothing was apparent to Joel, 
who recognized that much 
of the appeal of the clothing 
comes from the sentimentality 
of it. Upon noticing that some 
of the old clothing included 
plaid kilts that the Andover 

Field Hockey team had worn 
in 1993, Joel sent some over to 
Jennifer Elliott ’94, Assistant 
Head of School for Residen-
tial Life and Dean of Students, 
who played on the team. 

“Elliott...was on a cham-
pionship field hockey team 
in 1993, [and we sent] the 
plaid kilts that they wore in 
1993 to her. We understand 
that there’s a lot of nostalgia 
around gear, we understand 
that our current students like 
stuff that is old, that’s the 
heart of what’s cool to wear. A 
lot of kids wear their parents’ 
stuff from their Andover days. 
So that is not lost on us,” said 
Joel. 

Thrifting at Andover: Vintage Andover Gear Revived

AARON CHUNG 
& HANNAH JUSTICZ

COURTESY OF POSIE MILLETT
Gwen Robinson ’20 found a varsity jacket and a sweatshirt from 2007 in 
the racks of clothing behind Borden Memorial Gym.
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NEWS IN BRIEF
This Week:

• Phillips Exeter Academy won the Andover/
Exeter Fundraising Challenge with 4312 donors 
over Andover’s 3796. The competition lasted from 
November 6 to November 9. In recognition of their 
victory, Exeter’s flag flew over Andover’s campus.

• On November 8, students from Art-600 present-
ed a combined reinstallation of their individual 

Sanctuary installations from October in the Gelb 
Gallery. The students worked to fit their individual 
creations into one collection by manipulating their 
original pieces to fit with the rest of their class.

• Andover and the surrounding region experienced 
its first snowfall of the fall and winter seasons. 
Regions all across the country faced an arctic blast 
with record freezing temperatures and wind chill 
advisories. 

Looking Ahead:
• Student council and Student Activities will be 

hosting the Fall Semi-Formal, otherwise known as 
Abbot Ball, on Saturday at Paresky Commons. This 
year’s theme is Fire and Ice.

REPORTING BY WILLIAM YUE

?Matthew Veneri ’21 is an Upper from Londonderry, N.H. 
Veneri lives in Hearsey House, plays hockey and considers 

himself a student-athlete. Veneri also is a member of Under the 
Bed (U.T.B.), a comedy-improv group on campus.

Who inspired you to start playing hockey?
I wholeheartedly consider my dad to be my inspiration 

for playing hockey. My father has had a successful hockey 
career years back. Playing hockey was a habit I picked up 

after learning to skate at a young age with my dad. 

What is your favorite Paresky Commons dish? Why?
My favorite food at [Paresky], a dish I find myself eating 

many times a week, is stir fry. I believe it is a consistent op-
tion and the sweet chili sauce available adds amazing flavor 
and taste. Other meals I enjoy at [Paresky] are the mac and 

cheese and the pizza.

What was your first U.T.B. show like? 
My first U.T.B. showing was amazing. There was lots of energy and 
I was surprised by the large crowd which had accumulated. Due 
to it being one of my first times on stage, I was very nervous, but 
the crowd was so friendly and helped me relax. We brought a lot of 

laughs on stage, and it was well worth the effort we put in.

Why did you decide to audition for U.T.B.?
My [Junior] year, I was absolutely unaware of the existence 

of Under the Bed. Last year, I was super impressed by the first 
U.T.B. show I watched and went to many after. It is a super 
fun event to be a part of because I like improvisational com-
edy and being on a big stage in front of classmates and peers.

What is the hockey team’s dynamic like?
The hockey team is really close with each other. Especially 

in the winter, we skate every day. In the locker room, we all 
get to know what’s on each other’s minds. This is helpful on 
tough days, when I am uplifted by hockey buddies and the 
team spirit. I enjoyed being on the team during [Junior] year, 

in which my teammates welcomed me to such a big schoo

What are your aspirations? 
I would like to work in a field where I am helping people, more 

specifically a pilot in the military force. Since my father was in the 
Air Force and my mother was in the Navy, I too felt inclined to 
support our country.

What is your family like? What are your sibling(s) like?  
I have excellent parents who push me to reach goals, and we are 

a family that is really open with each other. My father grew up in 
Massachusetts, and he went to St. John’s Prep. My mom is from a 
Germany military base but switched to one in the United States in 

Washington state… I have one younger brother named Luke who is 
currently fifteen and a freshman in high school. He is basically my 
opposite in everything we do. He is an equestrian rider while I am 

a hockey player.

What is your dorm dynamic like?
I live in Hearsey House on campus, and having the dorm 

stacked feels comfortable for me. The kids I have been closest to 
throughout Andover live in the same dorm and we have such an 
amazing and tight bond together. We even eat dinner together 

most days. 

What is one thing that you’re really proud of?
I am proud of going to Andover and what I have done at 

Andover. I feel as if I am really getting into the Andover com-
munity as an Upper and really starting to take advantage of 
the vast resources. Being a recruited athlete, it feels easy to 
just focus and concentrate all my energy on hockey but at An-
dover, I know I need to be the best I can be as a student-ath-
lete.

 Who is the most important person in your life? 
My younger brother Luke is the most important person in 

my life. We are very close and can talk to each other about 
anything. Occasionally, we get into fights, but minutes later, 
we are already chilling on the Xbox together. I see him a lot, 
and it makes my day when I talk to Luke.
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Abi Ndikum ’20 
Explores Feminism in West African Culture

In front of a crowd of 600 peo-
ple, Abigail Scharf ’21 stood up and 
gave a speech at the Knock Out 
Abuse Gala in Washington, D.C. on 
November 7. Scharf spoke about 
how domestic violence influenced 
her childhood and what can be 
done to combat domestic abuse. 
Since 1993, the annual event’s pro-
ceeds support counseling opportu-
nities, legal assistance, job training 
programs, and housing so that sur-
vivors have the resources neces-
sary to actualize a new beginning, 
according to knockoutabuse.org. 

When she was younger, Scharf 
feared her father and did not feel 
safe being in close physical prox-
imity with him, despite her moth-
er’s attempts to shield her from 
her father’s violent tendencies and 
offenses. 

“I thought this was normal. I 
thought it was natural to tiptoe 
around your father, always scared 
that something would trigger him, 
and he would detonate. I thought 
it was normal to deal with a bomb. 
My mom stayed with him for me. 
‘If you leave, I will make Abigail’s 
life a living hell,’ he said, until my 
mother saw that I was scared of 
him too,” said Scharf in her speech.

When Scharf was eight, she 
and her mother and younger sister 
were able to escape to an environ-
ment with safer conditions. Ac-
cording to Scharf, she learned that 
using the power of storytelling to 
reconcile with the shame of being 
related to her father, knowing what 
he did, and the fear of becoming 
like him allowed her to grow into 
her identity as an empowered sur-
vivor. 

“I decided who I was going to 
be, and then I came to this con-
clusion: [My father] was the oppo-
site of everything I stood for. The 
antithesis of me. He taught me a 
lot– he taught me who not to be. 
He does not have any power over 
me anymore,” said Scharf in her 
speech. 

Although she had never voiced 
her memories of her childhood 
violence in front of a large audi-
ence before the Gala, according to 
Scharf, she was not nervous be-
cause she saw this opportunity as a 
duty rather than a burden. 

In an interview with The Phil-
lipian, Scharf explained how ed-
ucating others about healthy re-
lationships can help the general 
public identify how the symptoms 
of toxic relationships manifest in 
modern culture.  

Scharf said, “[Preventative mea-
sures start] with the little things 
and also with individual attitudes 

of how to deal with behavior that 
[can start] as early as middle school. 
One thing that I always say is [the] 
whole idea of Beauty and the Beast 
that we were taught as children: the 
idea that she can fix him. You can’t 
fix somebody that doesn’t want to 
be fixed. I feel like that’s where so 
many people get it wrong.”

Flavia Vidal, Head of the Brace 
Center of Gender Studies, believes 
that although the Andover com-
munity works to make the school 
a nurturing space, it is important 
that people are aware that domes-
tic violence is a reality for some 
students. This awareness encour-
ages the development of empathy 
and a deeper, and more personal 
understanding of peers, according 
to Vidal. 

Vidal said, “It’s important for 
people to know life is much more 
complicated than whatever hap-
pens at [Andover]. For some …  
members of the community, we 
don’t know necessarily …. what 
might be going on at home, so that 
awareness in and of itself is pro-
foundly important.”

Angie Collado ’21, a Mentors 
in Violence Prevention alumna, 
agrees with Scharf that sharing 
personal anecdotes about domestic 
violence raises societal awareness. 
According to Collado, it makes the 
data in general statistics and news 
reports becomes more tangible. 

“Sometimes people need to put 
faces to names, because when it’s 
just hypotheticals, or just plastered 
all over the news, people think that 
it’s almost fictional or that it could 
never happen to them. But when 
they see someone sharing their 
personal story of what they went 
through, it humanizes what is go-
ing on. It shows that it’s actually 
happening, that it’s happening to 
people we know, and to people that 
we might not have ever expected,” 
said Collado. 

Scharf recognizes that giving a 
voice to her experiences during the 
Gala allowed her to connect with 
other survivors and understand 
that domestic violence is a univer-
sal struggle. 

“I went into my little world 
while I was giving [my presenta-
tion]. I just got really immersed in 
what I was saying and just living 
in the moment, but I think after 
was the most humbling part of 
the event. There were a lot of sur-
vivors in the audience, and a lot of 
people came up to me and showed 
me scars of where they had got-
ten stabbed or beaten. Somebody 
approached me, showed me their 
scars, and said: ‘I left because of my 
daughter, and I hope she grows up 
to be like you,’” said Scharf.

Abigail Scharf ’21 Supports 
Domestic Violence Survivors 

with Speech at Knock Out Abuse Gala
MELISSA DAMASCENO

said Jones-Mollod.
When asked to describe the 

most memorable part of her 
trip, Ndikum recounted seeing 
her students run towards her to 
walk to their classroom together, 
and emphasized that her teach-
ing happened alongside her own 
learning.

“The younger children, they 
were like my babies…. people 
that think I had an impact on 
them, no—they had such a huge 
impact on me. I didn’t go there 
to go and ‘save’ the children, no, 
they’re perfectly fine the way 
they are. I came to learn from 
them, and I came for us to learn 
together,” said Ndikum in an in-
terview with The Phillipian.

According to Archambault, a 
member of the Lorant Fellow-
ship Committee, Ndikum exem-
plified the attributes associated 
with the award.

“[Ndikum], like all of our pre-
vious Fellows, really does em-
body the ideal of ‘earnest endeav-
or.’ She gives 110 percent into 
everything she does – her work 
ethic didn’t end at writing the 
proposal and accepting the Fel-
lowship, but she went above and 
beyond in the details of her trip, 
communicating with the com-
mittee and debriefing when she 
returned. She is a wonderful role 
model and ambassador for our 

program,” wrote Archambault in 
an email to The Phillipian.

As another part of her trip, 
Ndikum visited the ruins of Ami-
na Castle and Cape Coast Castle, 
where she learned more about 
her personal history as a per-
son of African descent. Ndikum 
shared that the trip allowed her 
to better understand the com-
plexity of her background.

Ndikum said, “Ghana taught 
me about my history, the one that 
lacked a chapter in my History 
textbook. I traveled to the Cape 
Coast for Amina Castle and the 
Cape Coast Castle, locations from 
which slaves were transported to 
and fro during the Trans-Atlantic 
Slave Trade. I explored the dun-
geons that slaves were crowded 
into, stepped on top of centuries 
old remains of human waste, and 
walked through the same door 
of no return slaves were forced 
through to ships that would take 
them away from home forever.” 

Ndikum continued, “Because 
I’m black in America, I’ve been 
taught to adopt the history of 
black Americans. Not until I 
visited Ghana did I fully realize 
that my history instead pertains 
to the colonization of West and 
Central Africa. My awareness of 
this reality furthered my under-
standing of the beauty of a com-
plex history.”

According to Ndikum, she has 
learned to overcome the barriers 
that separate facets of her iden-

tity. This has allowed Ndikum 
to to create what she believes is 
her complete story “I’ve learned 
to challenge the internalized 
doubts that my American and 
African identities don’t belong 
because I am my culture, and 
I contribute to it with my own 
remarkable narrative,” said Ndi-
kum. 

Ndikum’s speech was preced-
ed by a performance from Fu-
sion, Andover’s Afro-Caribbean 
dance group, of which Ndikum 
is a co-founder. Fusion’s perfor-
mance began with the words of 
Adichie, saying, “Culture does 
not make people; people make 
culture.” Building on the central-
ity of culture in her work, Nd-
ikum shared how this message 
could apply to Andover’s culture 
in particular. 

“People think we’re defined 
by the standard society put upon 
us, the standard culture has put 
upon us. But they don’t realize 
that for us to change as a people, 
we must start changing the tra-
ditions that are so toxic to our 
culture. And I want people to un-
derstand that this relates to An-
dover because we’re on a campus 
where we often talk about how 
campus culture is so unhealthy 
for students… But for us to step 
back, we must look at our culture 
and find what’s wrong, and iden-
tify it. We must determine what’s 
wrong and work on ways to fix 
it,” said Ndikum. 

Continued from A1, Column 5

Fusion, Andover’s Afro-Caribbean dance group, performed their 2019 Grasshopper piece before Abby Ndikum’s 
’20 speech.

ETHAN ELLSWEIG/THE PHILLIPIAN
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years ago, and she competed in 
Miss Massachusetts Teen U.S.A. 
last year. She has been compet-
ing in pageants since she was 
eight years old and finds them 
to be a way for girls to “boost 
[their] confidence and learn 
many different skills.” 

Liam Arce ’20, a friend 
of Bautista’s, is proud of her 
achievement and feels that pag-
eants have made her more con-
fident. Bautisa’s pageantry has 
also helped her improve in mu-
sical theatre, according to Arce. 

“I was very happy because 
I [felt] she really [deserved] it. 
When I met her, she had just giv-
en up her crown for Miss Wash-
ington Junior Teen 2016. Over 
the past few years, she has been 
trying to win another title. She 
has been working really hard to-
wards winning another title and 
has been developing her plat-
form…The pageants have helped 
her with her confidence and 
composure, not only in musical 
theater but in everyday life,” said 
Arce.

Bautista prepared for the 
pageant by practicing interviews 
with her pageant coach and her 
mother via Skype on weekends. 
She also worked on the other ar-
eas of competition, such as walk-
ing in heels, staying healthy and 
preparing mentally. 

Kylie Lough ’22, one of Bau-
tista’s teammates on Andover 
Crew, remarked at her ability 
to balance her commitments 
at school and participate in the 
pageant. 

“I honestly have no idea how 
she balances all of it. I know 
that she is very very good at 
time management, and she nev-
er stalls. She seems to always 
be doing something. She always 
has something on her mind. She 
always knows exactly what she 
has to do, and when she has to 
do it… I am super, super proud 
of her, and I hope that she en-

joys every second of being Miss 
Washington Teen U.S.A.,” said 
Lough. 

Bautista believes that pag-
eants have positively influenced 
her as an individual. In reflect-
ing back on her title, she hopes 
that her win can send a message 
about the perceptions about girls 
who compete in pageants. 

“I remained focus and cen-
tered throughout the whole 
competition because [in] pag-
eantry, there is some precon-
ceived notion that pageants 
aren’t necessarily for girls who 
are smart or girls who are very 
knowledgeable… By winning the 
title, I definitely want to show 
and demonstrate that a title 
holder can be very knowledge-
able. A title holder can be smart,” 
said Bautista.

Marianne Bautista ’20 
Qualifies for Miss Teen USA Pageant

Continued from A1, Column 3

COURTESY OF  MARIANNE BAUTISTA

Marianne Bautista ’20 went 
through three rounds of compe-
tition before being crowned Miss 
Teen Washington USA.
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embodying Non Sibi has helped 
him succeed in his military career. 

Weiner said, “I don’t think the 
military is the only way… I would 
tell everyone to do it. For me, ser-
vice in the military allowed me to 
feel like I could serve others. What 
I like about being in the military, 
based on what I learned at Ando-
ver, is that I feel like my job is to 
help people. We’re in the business 
of war in the military, but if we do 
our job really well, we either don’t 
have to go to war, or war can be 
shorter.” 

Weiner continued, “In my job 
in particular, flying C-17s, means 
I get to help people, whether it 
is just simply taking them where 
they need to go or giving them the 
supplies they need. We do human-
itarian evacuation missions where 
we take people out of harm’s way. 
We do air medical evacuation mis-
sions where we fly injured service 
members out. Every day, I get to 
feel like that idea of Non Sibi goes 
with me to work in the Air Force.” 

After graduating from An-
dover, Weiner graduated from 
George Washington University 

with a Bachelor of Arts in History. 
According to Weiner, Andover set 
the standard for his boarding ex-
periences thereafter.  

Weiner said, “My Senior year I 
lived in Thompson house. Living 
with four guys in basically your 
own house was the best thing in 
the world. I absolutely loved living 
there. So for me, [when] I [went] 
to college it was kind of boring af-
ter Andover because I liked it here 
so much.”

During his Senior year, Wein-
er and his friend pursued their 
interest in aviation with an inde-
pendent project. The two built a 
flying go-kart attached to an air 
balloon that they managed to fly 
off the Great Lawn. 

“My Senior Spring, I wanted 
to do as little as possible. And so 
my buddy Rush… he and I came 
up with an idea that we needed to 
do a Senior project. So we worked 
it out so that we could take three 
classes and then do a senior proj-
ect… We built a go-kart, and we 
attached it to a hot air balloon and 
flew it off the Great Lawn, which 
was awesome,” said Weiner.

Weiner’s affinity for aviation 
was further sparked by flights 
to Martha’s Vineyard with his 
friends on Wednesday afternoons.

“I did have a friend who got his 
airplane license. And on Wednes-
day afternoons, we occasionally 
would fly to Martha’s Vineyard 
and get a cheeseburger and come 
back to Andover, never [telling] 
anybody where we were going. He 
was a pilot, and we would just get 
in a taxi, go to the Lawrence air-
port, take off, go get lunch some-
where, and fly back. That was 
awesome,” said Weiner.

Weiner is currently a graduate 
student at the Naval War College 
preparing for future work in the 
military. After graduation, Weiner 
expects to take an administrative 
role at the Pentagon. He plans to 
retire after 24 years in the mili-
tary, when he will have the time to 
pursue his other passions.

Weiner said, “I commanded 
the squadron before, then the 
next level would be for me to be 
a group commander. I would love 
to have that opportunity. That will 
put me in the military for about 
24 years. And right now, I think 
that’s probably the point where 
I’ll retire and find something else 
to do. But the great part is, I’ll be 
in my mid 40s, and I can start 
something else with full Air Force 
retirement. I can go start a whole 
new life.”

 Lt. Col. Kenneth Weiner ’96 Finds 
Non Sibi in Air Force Career

Continued from A1, Column 5

Junior and Senior Reactions to Fall Term

At the beginning of the 2019-2020 school year, the Andover community welcomed the Class of 2023. Through-
out the term, the Juniors adjusted to a new school, peers, and opportunities. For the Class of 2020, Fall Term 

marked an interval defined by lasts—the last first day, the last first All School Meeting- and the 
college application process. Here are some reactions to both Junior and Senior fall.

REPORTING BY AMBER TING

Miles Palmer ’23
“It’s been a big adjusting period, I would say—

learning where everything is, how to interact with…  
teachers, how to effectively use Conference Period 
and meet with teachers outside of class. I would say, 
overall, [Junior] Fall has been great. Andover is an 
amazing place —so many resources and nice people 
that you can always go to whenever you need any-
thing… For me, writing is something that I struggle 
with, so I’m able to go to the Writing Center or check 
up [on] my essays with my teachers, whether that’s 
in a Conference Period or just having lunch with 
them.

Sammie Shim ’23
“[Junior] Fall has been really, really fun here. All 

of [my] peers and teachers are super nice and sup-
portive. It’s really fun getting to know everyone, es-
pecially Lowers, Uppers, and Seniors… My commu-
nity engagement has been really fun. I do ARC, [a 
Community Engagement Program], and it’s a great 
way to extend yourself beyond the campus.

Silvia Ng ’23
“[Junior] year has been pretty fun so far. It’s 

definitely been stressful, but my old school has had 
a pretty high workload, so I’m used to it here… My 
teachers’ standards here are definitely higher than 
they were at my old school, so I had to deal with 
that. And participation matters a lot here… In my 
old school, there were so many kids. There were 32 
kids in a class, [so] that nobody really paid attention 
to you. Here, my largest class is 13 people, and my 
smallest class is seven people. So the teacher really 
knows who you are. Teachers expect you to under-
stand and engage in conversations.”

Allie Chung ’23
“The transition hasn’t been super hard, which is 

nice. It’s been a great time getting to know a lot of 
people and making a lot of new friends. The work-
load hasn’t been horrible as compared to what I 
might have expected, though there have definitely 
been days or weeks that have been a lot harder than 
others. But, all in all, I’m having a really great time 
with my classes, with my friends, with what I’m do-
ing in classes, and learning and everything. I think 
it’s super fun.”

CATHERINE NGUYEN/THE PHILLIPIAN

Charles Yoon ’20
“College stuff is definitely hard, but it also wasn’t 

as bad as I thought it would be. I think a lot of peo-
ple over-hype it… I did quite a bit of stuff over [the] 
summer and, because of that, the first few [weeks 
were] fine. Even the week of submitting [applica-
tions] was… fine. The stress that I was receiving was 
less ‘I’m running out of time to write things,’ it was 
more ‘I’m finally going to submit.’ That gets kind 
of nerve-wracking, but doing everything over [the] 
summer made my job and my life easier.”

Chriss Morse ’20
“For me, I feel like our grade, overall, has real-

ly come together more… There would be cliques of 
different people, different demographics. Now, I feel 
like our grade has realized these [are] our the last few 
months we have together, so we might as well come 
together and all hang out. I feel like people have been 
more open to becoming friends with new people or 
different groups of people… I think [that] moving 
into Winter Term and Spring Term, it should be eas-
ier to have more time for friends and everything. Col-
lege apps will be out of the way. People will be less 
stressed.”

Emma Slibeck ’20
“I’ve actually been having a pretty good Senior 

Fall. There’s a lot of talk about Senior Fall, and that’s 
completely justified. And I understand that, but 
I don’t know. I feel like it’s been going pretty well 
for me. It’s been stressful, but I feel like it’s actually 
brought me and a lot of my friends closer together. 
This is our last year, so I feel like we’re just making 
the most of it. There [have] been some pretty stress-
ful moments, but I feel like I’m pretty chill right now.

Zar Cordova-Potter ’20
“Senior Fall is socially better than [Junior] Year, 

emotionally better than Upper Year, and academical-
ly worse than every year. I think it helps that we won 
Andover/Exeter Day. It would have been a pretty sad 
note to go out on if we hadn’t. Life is good, though. 
We’re all having a great time, and we’re all super 
friendly this year.”

TYLER WEI/THE PHILLIPIAN

Lieutenant Colenel Kenneth Wiener ’96 was also the special guest at the 10th Annual Veterans Day program and 
dinner.
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Pictured: Memorial for the death of Atatiana Jefferson, a 28-year-old 
woman who was killed in her home by police officer Aaron Dean in Fort 
Worth, Texas, on October 12. The memorial was up for two weeks outside 
of Paresky Commons and the identity of the creator remains unknown.

PHOTO OF THE WEEK

Write for 
NEWS!!!!

email @slee21, 
zmoynihan21, shlavaty21, 

and zqamar21
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A8 WE SAVED THE ISSUE w h a t  t h e  p h we on the struggle bus 

which school had the worst 
football team last saturday? answer: both.

The Week’s Top Headlines

• Student Caught Stealing Exiled to Siberia (Not 
the Andover One)

• The Results Are In:  Campus not Haunted,    
Students Just Paranoid

• Math-350 Teacher Informs Students the Final 
Will Cover Addition Through Calculus

• Senior Denied Early Admission From the Clown 
College of Mississippi Angry His College Coun-
selor Let Him Think It Was a “Likely”

• Mr. Ventre’s Soundcloud Has Some Seriously 
Fire Tracks

• Scientists Report That Even the Explosion at 
Pompeii Wasn’t As Big As the L @andoverath-
letics Took Wednesday

OVERHEARD 
ON THE PATHS

“Alright so, in order to get a 5 in the 
class I need a… 203% on the final.” 

“English 
Fun-Hundred!”

“Actually, my year 
abroad in Bhutan 

would beg to differ.”

“And I said ‘No, Goku. You can’t have 
my seat in silent!’”

“This oat milk isn’t 
really sitting well 

with my aura.”

The Case of the 
Missing PAPS Badge

Last Thursday 
morning, after guzzling 
french toast bagels till my 
arteries clogged them-
selves, I went to unlock 
the door of the PAPS of-
fice only to find that, cu-
riously, it was already 
unlocked. In fact, one of 
the windows was bro-
ken too. Something’s up, 
I thought. My sleuthing 
senses were tingling.

I walked into the main 
room to find papers scat-
tered about the floor. The 
water cooler (the spot 
where I go to observe 
Janet the office assistant, 
the love of my life) was 
flipped over. Each one 
of the life-saving flash-
lights every PAPS Officer 
is issued was submerged 
in a pool of passion fruit 
tea, and the walls were 
covered in Paresky Com-
mons’s apple strudel. It 
was all too personal—this 
had to be an inside job. 
But who?

“IT WASN’T ME!” 
shouted Officer Judy 
while being interrogated. 
“I was giving a ‘Press the 
button and don’t talk to 
strangers’ talk to Draper 
Cottage and I- I spent the 
rest of the night answer-

ing their questions about 
whether or not to get into 
the car with the door dash 
delivery people! Why 
would you even assume I 
would sabotage the insti-
tution I hold dear?”

I believed Judy, I felt 
safe around her. Plus, she 
had witnesses.

“IT WASN’T ME!” The 
same line came from the 
office’s newest employ-
ee, Joey “Little Mussoli-
ni” Scaramucci. “I don’t 
even know how to open 
the door, let alone leave it 
open all night long. Last 
night, I was in Sykes tak-
ing—I mean looking for 
my laptop” I believed Joey 
too. My hunch told me he 
was far too stupid to pull 
off a heist of this size.

“IT WASN’T ME!” 
said student Samantha 
Seawald. “I was posing for 
a picture for Ms. Mallick’s 

Instagram while digging 
up the bodies of people in 
the graveyard to sell their 
jewelry as part of an ini-
tiative by Andover Busi-
ness Club.” After so many 
years as a detective, you 
learn that some stories are 
too weird to not be true. 
She seemed clean to me.

But I had one more 
suspect.

“IT WAS ME!” Mr. 
Ventre cried. “I forgot to 
turn off my PAPS walk-
ie talkie while using the 
bathroom this morning. If 
someone found that audio 
footage, my spotless repu-
tation would be ruined!!”

I caught the criminal. 
My name is Kony Todis, 
and I am the new campus 
Private Investigator.

LOULOU SLOSS

Yeah, I’ve turned down offers from the FBI.

All the Things Andover Boys Hockey Will 
Acccomplish This Season:

• Nothing.

Your Finals Week Horoscope

“But if we’re both 
in sleep room, then 

who’s presenting our 
History final?”

“Yes, he’s a purebred—Siamese Betta fish, of 
course. Set me back about $16.”

“These secret societies 
are lame.”

I mean, it’s Boys’ Hockey. What do you want us to say, playoffs?

You know what? We could put nothing here, absolutely nothing at all, and you 
mindless consumers would still pore over every inch of this meager page. Not 
News, not Sports, and certainly not Arts. Yup, you come here. Kind of sad, no? 
Anyway, happy Thanksgiving! Thanks for tolerating our buffoonery this term.

STEPHANIE YANG/THE PHILLIPIAN
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is the towel drying the body
or is the body wetting the 

towel 0_0

Chris Ratcliffe PG’20 and Cap-
tain Alex Fleury ’20 led the Ando-
ver Boys Cross Country team to a 
second place finish at Northfield 
Mount Hermon (NMH) on No-
vember 9 in 16 minutes and 25 
seconds and 16 minutes and 42 
seconds in 4th and 7th places, re-
spectively, earning All-Nepsta Ac-
colades and qualifying for a Nepsta 
All-Star meet. Varsity and JV came 
in second to Phillips Exeter Acad-
emy. 

“I think we knew that Exeter 
was going to be a powerhouse 
team, just because their roster is so 
deep and they consistently produce 
great runners. But I think one of 
our main goals as a team, with both 
varsity and JV, was to give them a 
good race, because we knew that 
they were our main competition. 
Also [Loomis Chaffee (Loomis)]
and NMH were right up there as 
well, so I think definitely [beating] 
Loomis and NMH and give Exeter 
a run for their money was the main 
thing for us,” said Fleury.  

The combination of hilly terrain 
and uneven trails at NMH was a 
different type of environment for 
the Andover runners, even though 
this was the team’s second time 
racing on the course this season. 
According to Sam Capobianco ’21, 
though Andover’s course features 
hills, NMH is a much more hilly 
course overall. 

“I think just the hills on that 
course were really what makes it 
difficult. You have uneven surfaces 
and hills at the same time, for the 
first half mile, and then once you 
get into the woods you have Jacob’s 
ladder, which is a half mile hill that 
starts around mile one. That hon-
estly just takes a toll on you. Once 
you get passed Jacob’s Ladder, you 
got these steep little down and up 
hills that take a toll on your joints 
and everything,” said Capobianco.

He continued, “I think it’s a lot 
more challenging than Andover’s 
course because it’s those long hills 

and short uphills, there’s no real 
flat part, whereas Andover you do 
get some flat racing on even surfac-
es.” 

Cold weather and mud caused a 
few incidents on the course. A few 
of the team’s runners fell mid-race 
due to these conditions, like Capo-
bianco, who just nearly missed the 
top 20 places according to Fleury. 
All of the runners finished the race 
and contributed to the team’s score, 
despite the unexpected set-backs.

Fleury said, “[W]e had a lot of 
runners step up and really perform 
well. Like Sam...he had an unbe-
lievable race, he’s been battling in-
jury the whole season, but has been 
very consistent, and always brings 
it in the race no matter what. Like 
the tough course at NMH, it’s cold, 
he steps up, and he’s our third run-
ner for the team, just missing out 
on top 20 which is unfortunate but 
next year I know he’s gonna keep 
working hard, and big things to 
come.”

Ratcliffe, Fleury, Capobianco, 
Will Sheehy ’22, and Ellerman 
Matteo ’21 secured the top five var-
sity spots on the team, contributing 
to the overall score. Although the 
team will be losing many seniors 
next year, including its top two run-
ners, Ratcliffe and Fleury, Capabi-
anco and Fleury have confidence in 
the team’s future success.  

“Next year we will also have a 
strong team, as we got some run-
ners that really stepped up during 
the race, and I think we can [use] 
that next year. Even though Exeter 
is going to be really good as well, 
we can keep building upon this 
momentum that we’ve [created] to 
improve our team.”  

Fleury said, “Going forward I 
think that we have a lot to look for-
ward to because we are graduating 
quite a few seniors, but at the same 
time we will have a lot of returning 
strength. A takeaway is that we can 
carry this success over that we had 
this year into next year, and give 
Exeter another good year in terms 
of competition from us, and also 
just bring it at the next meet.” 

Since Abbot and Andover 
merged in 1973, there have 
been only three female players 
in Andover’s football program. 
This year, Addie Allen ’21 and 
Lizzie Glazer ’21 became the 
second and third girls to play 
for the JV Boys Football team. 
Makenna Marshall ’18 was 
the first to compete on the JV 
football team in the 2015-2016 
school year. 

According to Athletic Di-
rector Lisa Joel, there are no 
strict rules regarding gender 
roles for sports teams, and all 
genders are welcome to par-
ticipate in any sport if there is 
no corresponding team for the 
opposite gender. 

Joel said, “Anyone is wel-
come to tryout for football and 
if they can compete in that 
program, then they will have 
the opportunity. There is no 
[different] process, nor should 
there be. First of all, the way 
our policies go is that if there 
is not a corresponding gender 
team—so right now, sports are 
absolutely gendered. There 
are girls teams and there are 
boys teams and then there are 
co-ed teams. If there is not a 

corresponding team for a gen-
der, than the opposite gender 
or gender non-binary students 
can play.”

According to Marshall, al-
though she was on the team, 
being in a male-dominant 
sport made it difficult to con-
nect with her teammates.

Marshall said, “It was most-
ly a sort of social isolation, 
because of the physical thing 
that I am a girl, so I wasn’t go-
ing into the locker room with 
the guys. I wasn’t bonding. 
I didn’t really make friends 
through the team, because I 
wasn’t really asked as the only 
girl to hang out afterwards or 
get dinner.”

Four years later, Allen and 
Glazer have had different 
experiences. They feel sup-
ported and included by their 
teammates. Although Glazer 
fractured her back and was 
unable to play this season, she 
was still able to notice the evi-
dent team unity during the be-
ginning of the year. 

“I was nervous about it. I 
was definitely a little bit in-
timidated at first, but I found 
the guys to be incredibly sup-
portive. Overall, I’m really 
new to the sport obviously, 
and they’re really helpful in 
taking the time to teach me or 
help me when I’m struggling,” 

Allen said. 
Glazer said, “I was really 

disappointed that I couldn’t 
play, because I was really ex-
cited to be with Addie on the 
team, but I am proud that she 
could experience this. I think 
the team is really close, and 
so it is less about how well 
they’re doing, but more about 
the team dynamics and how 
well they are performing to-
gether rather than just the 
scores.”

Marshall decided to play 
football and go against gender 
norms because she wanted to 
make a difference in the An-
dover community. 

Marshall said, “It was more 
like I was trying to make a 
mark on the campus in all 
honesty. I had just gotten 
there. Sometimes as a student 
of color at Andover, you kind 
of feel like you are only there 
because of affirmative action, 
like [you] need to prove that 
you belong, so I decided to do 
things to stand out.” 

Allen and Glazer also de-
cided to play football in their 
Upper years to push for gen-
der role changes in football, 
but also due to their love for 
the sport.

“Simply put, I just love to 
play football. I’ve loved the 
game since I was younger and 

I was just talking about how 
cool it would be to actually 
play for a team and I decided 
to give it a shot,” said Allen.

Glazer added, “For Addie 
and I, when we first decided 
that we wanted to play foot-
ball, it was more just because 
we really enjoyed playing the 
sport and less about pushing 
gender boundaries and things 
like that. I really believe that 
football shouldn’t just be a 
sport for guys but rather it 
should be for those who want 
to play. I think anyone should 
be able to play any sport in-
cluding football.”

According to Joel, in the 
professional sports world, 
fluidity between genders in 
sports is being questioned and 
challenged by many athletes. 

Joel said,  “In sports right 
now, the questions being 
asked are: What is the purpose 
of boys versus girls teams? 
What does it mean for teams 
not to have gender boundar-
ies to them? I would love for 
our athletes to keep pushing 
us to think about what does 
it [mean] to be a competitive 
athlete, what places do you 
want a certain team, and how 
could we challenge norms that 
have been around for a long 
time.” 

Allen hopes in the future 

football can become more of 
a gender fluid sport where 
all genders can express their 
common interest. 

Allen said, “I was writing 
an article for Andover’s Boss 
Magazine, and I said that I 
just wanted the opportunity 
to step on the field as a foot-
ball player that is a girl, not a 
girl trying to play football. It 
should be that the women can 
be out there throwing the ball, 
tackling, and really being all 
in.”

Joel believes that more 
women will participate in 
male-dominated sports if 
people continue to challenge 
current societal and athletic 
norms. 

Joel said, “There are women 
coaching. The direction only 
goes with...women being in-
volved in male sports. I think 
increasingly you see women 
coaching NBA men’s basket-
ball teams, you see women 
coaching on the sidelines of 
NFL football games and fe-
male [referees]. The more that 
happens, the more we begin to 
understand that it’s about skill 
sets, not about gender.”

AVA SULLIVAN

BXC Earns Second Place at 
Interschols

FOOTBALL

Football Defeats Exeter 
for the 7th Consecutive Year in a 14-13 Thriller

ARI PHILLIPS/THE PHILLIPIAN

Tight End Hunter Lane PG’20 scored both of Andover’s touchdowns. 

Going for it on fourth and 
eight during Andover’s very first 
possession, quarterback Julio 
Dahl ’22 connected with tight 
end Hunter Lane PG’20 who 
hauled in a 16 yard touchdown 
in the midst of two defenders, 
bringing the team’s lead over 
Phillips Exeter Academy to 6-0. 
Lane eventually scored once 
more, leading Andover Football 
to a 14-13 victory on Andover/
Exeter weekend last Saturday.

The first quarter score, along 
with the extra point from a field 
goal, was critical for Andover to 
gain confidence and establish 
control early in the game, ac-
cording to Tommy Savino ’21.

“[It] was a really big turning 
point in the game, [because] it 
got us on the scoreboard early. 
Another big point for us was that 
extra point because [Co-Cap-
tain] Michael Thompson [’21] 
was struggling a little bit go-
ing into the game making extra 
points. [What] ended up actually 
winning us the game [were] his 
two extra points, so that was re-
ally good to see,” said Savino.

Despite not scoring again un-
til the fourth quarter, Andover 
was able to maintain its lead and 
come out victorious following 
Exeter’s missed extra point that 
would have tied the game at 14. 
Trailing 14-7, Exeter scored with 
16 seconds remaining to make 
it 14-13. Due to an unsports-
manlike conduct penalty, its 
extra point attempt was pushed 
back 15 more yards, leading to a 
botched kick that flew wide left.

According to Ben Carbeau ’21 
and Danny Ferris ’22, the ending 
served as the culmination of a 
game the team will never forget.

“I’m just going to remember 
the ending. It was such a crazy 
finish to the game,” said Car-
beau.

Ferris said, “It was something 
else. It was crazy [and] it was 
definitely something I will not 
forget. It was unbelievable. The 
crowd had so much adrenaline… 
it was unbelievable.”

Due to the intense atmo-
sphere, it was challenging for 
players to stay focused during 
the game, which presented some 
difficulties, according to Ferris. 

“Staying calm, fighting 
through the adrenaline… [and] 
keep[ing] your head on the field 
[and not getting] caught up try-
ing to make a big play...was huge. 
[Not] doing your part could 
lead to the other team scoring. 
Knowing what your assignment 
was… That was a challenge to 
everybody,” said Ferris.

Heading into the game, Ando-
ver knew it would need to focus 
on dealing with the noise of the 
opposing crowd, according to 
Savino. 

“We did an exercise on Thurs-
day and Friday. We practiced 
in the stadium, we cranked up 
the speakers as loud as possible 
to emulate the crowd noise we 
were going to be facing.” 

To help stay grounded during 
the game, Andover adopted a 
motto that had been made popu-
lar by the New England Patriots: 
“Do Your Job.”

Ferris said, “[Co-Captain 
Jake Jordan ’20] told us all be-
fore the game: ‘Just do your part. 
Play your game, don’t be wor-
ried about making a big play, just 
do your job, and know your as-
signment.’ Everybody took that 
in and it helped. We played our 
game.”

Carbeau also took the motto 
to heart. He said, “I think that 
it’s important to keep in mind 
that you just have to do your job. 
You don’t have to be more than 
the player you were, [you] just 
[have] to really keep your focus.”

The victory, which was the 
first Andover/Exeter win for 
new Head Coach Trey Brown 
’12, concluded Andover Foot-
ball’s season with a 3-5 record. 

COURTESY OF BEN FU

Andover scored a total of 88 points with two runners placing in the top 10.

JACK PEARLSON

SPORTSINVESTIGATIVE

Addie Allen ’21 and Lizzie Glazer ’21 Play on Boys JV Football, Push Gender Norms

LUKE BOSHAR 
& NICOLE LEE

BOYSCROSSCOUNTRY
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Just ten minutes into its 
game on Saturday, Andover 
Field Hockey (PAFH) built a 
3-0 lead over Phillips Exeter 
Andover and held its oppo-
nent scoreless for the rest of 
the game. This victory boosted 
the Andover’s season record to 
13-3 before postseason play.

According to Kiera Suh ’22, 
Andover’s first goal against 
Exeter was one of the cleanest 
goals this season.

“I’d say our first corner, 
which was when we scored our 
first goal, was almost perfect. 
Rachel Neyman [’22] inserted, 
and then Linda Bibeau [’20] 
sent it left, then Olivia O’Brien 
[PG’20] swept it in. That was 

a really clean corner play be-
cause we’ve been focusing less 
on the play and looking up and 
seeing what’s open, so to see 
that actually work out and be 
successful was awesome,” said 
Suh. 

According to Head Coach 
Kate Dolan, the team’s succes-
sive goals were indicative of its 
improvement over the course 
of the season.

Dolan wrote in an email 
to The Phillipian, “We scored 
three goals in two minutes in 
the first half, and everyone 
contributed to those scoring 
plays. Those goals in quick 
succession demonstrated the 
team’s explosiveness and abil-
ity to seize control of a game.”

The energy of the large 
crowd and the intensity of  the 
Andover/Exeter match trans-
lated to the team’s level of play 
on the field, according to Molly 
MacQueen ’21.

“I think that there’s defi-
nitely a lot of excitement and 
pressure that comes with that 
day, and I think that it definite-
ly upped our energy along with 
how important the game was to 
our playoff seed. But overall it 
had a super positive effect—I 
think we all realized how im-

portant the game was and we 
were all super excited to rep-
resent PAFH as a part of the 
whole Andover/Exeter day,” 
said MacQueen.

The team hopes to improve 
its game-long consistency and 
maintain its energy during the 
second half next season.

Suh said, “I’d say where we 
struggled a little bit is right 
after halftime, our energy and 
defensive mindset was a little 
bit lessened, so because of that, 
we didn’t really create a lot 
of scoring opportunities after 
that.”

Andover ultimately fell 
to Tabor on Wednesday in a 
quarterfinal playoff game with 
a score of 1-0, but the team 
played a solid game, according 
to Lizzie Gilmartin ’22. Ando-
ver held Tabor scoreless in the 
first half, but Tabor was able to 
net a goal in the second half.

“We lost, but all of the se-
niors played their hearts out 
today and never stopped fight-
ing. And our goalie Katie Wim-
mer [’21] made a bunch of in-
credible saves,” said Gilmartin.

Editor’s Note: Linda Bibeau 
’20 is a Sports Editor for The 
Phillipian.

Reigning NEPSAC Champion PAFH Shuts Out Exeter, Falls to Tabor

Taking a free kick from 35 
yards out, Co-Captain Rachel 
Chang ’20 curved the ball into 
the box towards Mary Stuart 
Kerrigan ’22, who volleyed 

the ball into the back of the 
net. Kerrigan’s goal propelled 
Andover Girls Soccer to a 1-0 
win over Phillips Exeter Acad-
emy last Saturday at Andover/
Exeter.

According to Mack Lu-
cas ’20 and Emily Kelly ’22, 
both teams struggled to find 
a rhythm, and it was a back-
and-forth game in the first 
half until Andover was finally 
able to establish control in the 
second half.

“It was definitely a chop-
py game, and we had a hard 
time controlling the game [at 
the] start, but [we] really got 
a good hold on it moving into 
the second half,” said Lucas.

Kelly added, “Exeter was a 
very aggressive team but we 
were able to stay composed. 

We did have a lot of control in 
the midfield which was really 
good and we used the side-
lines to our advantage.” 

Andover’s defense allowed 
very few shots on net, accord-
ing to Kerrigan. 

“We played with a lot of 
composure and a lot of ener-
gy. We did a really good job 
getting forward—we created 
a lot of chances and our de-
fense was shutting them down 
the whole game. We didn’t 
give them a lot of chances to 
score,” said Kerrigan.

Lucas said, “Our back line 
was very tight and organized, 
and our forwards really uti-
lized space well...and we had 
some awesome opportunities 
on net.”

Leading up to the game, 
Andover focused mainly on 
maintaining a high energy and 
intensity.

“[We had an] absolute-
ly amazing team energy; we 
were fired up all week and 
had a solid mix of fun and fo-
cused practices,” said Lucas.

Chang, named Player of the 
Game, excelled on both sides 
of the ball and made several 
key plays that led to Ando-
ver’s victory.

Kerrigan said, “She played 
such a good game, nobody 
could get by her. She distrib-
uted the ball well and got for-
ward and played really strong 
and solid defense.”

Heading into the playoffs 
on Wednesday, Andover, seed-
ed seventh, faced second seed 
BB&N in the quarterfinals of 
the Class A Nepsac Champi-
onship and lost 5-0, ending 
the team’s season. Despite 
shutting BB&N out in the sec-
ond half, Andover was unable 
to come back after allowing 
five goals in the first half. An-
dover finished the year with a 
final regular season record of 
12-2-3.

Editor’s Note: Rachel Chang 
is a News Editor for The Phil-
lipian.

INDI WAGNER

Girls Soccer Beats Exeter in a One-Goal Game

GIRLSSOCCER

COURTESY OF JAY HARDY

Andover came out on top after tying with Exeter the previous two years.

 
Andover

Exeter

1

0

COURTESY OF JAY HARDY

Goalkeeper Emily Hardy ’20 earned her fifth shutout of the season against Exeter.

FIELDHOCKEY

TIFFANY TANG

In a gym filled with roaring stu-
dents divided into a sea of blue and 
a crowd of red, Andover Girls Vol-
leyball faced Phillips Exeter Acad-
emy over Andover/Exeter Week-
end. Andover fell to its undefeated 
rival 3-0 and finished its regular 
season with a record of 12-4. 

The team started off with strong 
communication despite the loud 
cheering from the Exeter crowd, 
falling by three points in the first 
set. As the game went on, however, 
the team started losing the energy 
they had at the start, according to 
Mudmee Sereeyothin ’20. 

Sereeyothin said, “In the first set, 
I think it was a really close game, 
we had really good energy and we 
were feeding off of the crowd and 
creating our own energy on court 
and communicating. In the second 
and third game, I wouldn’t say we 
were playing badly because I think 
we were playing very well and I 
was very proud of our team, but I 
think we did lose a little bit of ener-
gy which must have contributed to 
Exeter getting more runs.”

According to Alana Yang ’21 and 
Captain Chioma Ugwonali ’20, the 
team knew Exeter’s strengths be-
cause it had encountered them ear-
lier in the season, helping to focus 
its practices leading up to the game. 

“We’ve played Exeter in the 
season before, so we had an idea of 
what Exeter’s offense and defense 

were like. One problem that we had 
in the last game was adjusting de-
fensively to their outside hitter. So 
in the practices leading up to this 
game, we were practicing our de-
fense a lot and getting used to that 
outside hitter,” added Yang.

Ugwonali added, “We knew that 
Angelle, Exeter’s starting outside 
hitter, hits hard cross. First of all, 
she is a really strong player, and she 
can hit down the line as well. So 
up until [the game against] Exeter, 
our main focus had been practicing 
covering those types of shots.” 

Despite this loss, the compet-
itive and spirited atmosphere of 
Andover/Exeter always results in 
an exciting game for both teams, 
according to Yang.

Yang said, “It was really fun and 
exciting. When we were warm-
ing up, the entire school started 
streaming into the gym and every-
one’s spirits lifted and started to 
get more hyped and excited. Every 
time someone did an amazing play 
the entire crowd screamed and 
cheered for us. It felt unreal.” 

Entering the playoff portion of 
the season, Andover Girls Volley-
ball was looking to work on serving 
consistency, according to Ridley 
Warner ’22.  

Warner said, “We’re going to 
work on making sure we get serves 
in and over the net and also just to 
be really quick on our feet. We have 
to anticipate where the ball is going 
when we are on defense and also 
cover the ball, which is super im-
portant.”

Later in the week, Andover Girls 
Volleyball entered the playoffs as 
the 4th seed and faced Deerfield 
in the quarterfinals. Despite losing 
to Deerfield earlier this season 3-0, 
Andover forced a 5 set game, but fell 
15-5 in the final set. Andover Girls 
Volleyball ended its season with a 
12-4 regular season record and a 
quarterfinal final finish during the 
Nepsac Class A Tournament.    

LILY HAIK

Volleyball Falls 3-0 to 
Undefeated Exeter During A/E

GIRLSVOLLEYBALL
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Brooke Fleming ’20, Andover’s starting server, played her last Andover/
Exeter game this weekend. 

ARI PHILLIPS/THE PHILLIPIAN

Jacque Harrington ’20 joined Andover Field Hockey this year as a Senior.
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Following a 14-13 loss against 
Suffield earlier in the season, An-
dover Boys Water Polo suffered a 
one point defeat against Suffield yet 
again in the first round of its Nep-
sac championship tournament this 
past weekend. Although Andover 
was ahead 4-1 in the fourth quar-
ter, the team ultimately fell 8-7 to 
Suffield. Andover Boys Water Polo 
concluded its season with an 6-6 
record. 

According to Gregor Deveau ’21, 
the team’s play in the tournament 
was not consistent with the skill it 
demonstrated over the course of 
the season. 

“We have a really good team, and 
we were just playing in the wrong 
spot [and] not being ourselves. We 
were playing like the other team 
was, and not how we normally do, 
which is [being] confident in our 
shots and firing them on the net. 
That was the biggest issue,” said 
Deveau.

Going into Saturday’s game, the 

team focused specifically on how to 
defend against Suffield’s #10, who 
plays hole set, and how to imple-
ment a strong defense throughout 
the entirety of the game, according 
to Hank Yang ’22. 

Yang said, “We were trying to 
focus on this one [player], #10 
who plays the whole set and we 
were just running drills and trying 
to practice crashing on our whole 
set, Max Hunger. Our drills were 
geared towards shutting that one 
person down.”

The effect of their practice drills 
were evident in the tournament 
and made for a close game, accord-
ing to Beckett McKee ’22. 

“We could tell our drills paid 
off in the game. They didn’t score 
as much as we thought they were 
going to score, but also with their 
defense, we didn’t score as much 
as we thought we were going to 
score,” said McKee.

During the fourth quarter, the 
team was able to revert to its usu-
al playing techniques but did not 
have enough time to tie the game 
and force overtime, according to 
Theo Faugeres ’21 and Henrique 
Chamon ’21. 

Faugeres said,“I think our men-
tality really changed in the last 
quarter… [Up until then] we were 
making mistakes that we could’ve 
easily fixed. I guess the last quar-

ter was when we actually set our 
minds straight and got set to doing 
what we were supposed to be doing 
the entire game.”

“One thing I noticed in the fourth 
quarter was that we tried to get the 
rebound after shots that didn’t ini-
tially go in. For one, [Max Hunger 
’20] was able to get a penalty shot…
[Sam Donchi ’20] was able to get a 
lot of steals from that and rebound 
the ball a lot of which [allowed] us 
to reset the shot clock and set up of-
fense again,” added Chamon.

Although Andover ended up 
losing in the end, the team is proud 
of its efforts in the fourth quarter, 
specifically its ability to capitalize 
on Suffield’s fatigue to almost tie up 
the game in the last few minutes, 
according to McKee.

“Knowing that [we would be 
playing in] an all deep pool, we 
were expecting them to get tired 
out much earlier than they actual-
ly ended up doing. They must’ve 
conditioned a lot between our last 
game with them and this one, but 
then it really showed off how once 
they had gotten slightly tired, we 
were able to change the game and 
take the upper hand even though 
that didn’t convert to a win. We are 
pretty positive that if we had had a 
minute more, we would’ve tied the 
game and won in overtime,” said 
McKee.

8-7 Loss to Suffield Knocks Boys Water Polo Out of Playoffs

Girls Cross Country finished 
its season at the Division I Neps-
ta Championships (Interschols), 
held at Northfield Mount Hermon 
(NMH), on Saturday. The team 
took home third place in the Varsi-
ty race and first in the JV race. 

Interschols consisted of 14 
teams in the Varsity race and 11 
teams in the JV race. Although only 
one Andover runner placed in the 
top 20 overall, the team earned a 
combined score of 141 points, just 
three points below fourth place 
finisher Nobles. 

According to Captain Posie Mil-
lett ’20, running at a larger meet 
with many teams posed a newer 
challenge compared to running in 
dual meets. 

Millett said, “Because most of 
the [races] up to this point were 
dual meets, it’s been easy to see 
whether you’re finishing behind, or 
are close to an Andover girl or a girl 
from another team. Whereas at In-
terschols, we have 14 other teams 
that we got on the line with, so 

when it comes down to the results, 
you really don’t know who’s going 
to do what. It’s really much more so 
about the strength of your pack and 
the closeness of your runners than 
actually having your [runner] and 
get first place in the race.” 

The terrain at NMH’s course 
also presented a challenge, accord-
ing to Natasha Muromcew ’22. 

“The course at NMH is really 
hilly, and it has a ton of short ups 
and downs, and I think that kills a 
lot of people. It’s also not very well 
kept in the sense that there’s a lot of 
roots and rocks that people just trip 
over,” said Muromcew. 

Despite the larger setting and 
challenging course, the team felt 
prepared from this season’s train-
ing, according to Izzy Alvarez ’23. 

Alvarez said, “Andover really 
came to play and put all of our sea-
son’s training out there, we were 
ready, it was time to show every-
one our capacity and that’s exactly 
what we did.”

Although the team placed third, 
it matched well with the teams that 
placed first and second, according 
to Muromcew.

Muromcew said, “Andover 
matched up pretty well with the 

teams that beat us, [Phillips Exeter 
Academy] and Winsor. Winsor 
has this one eighth grader that got 
first place, and I think that’s why 
they beat us…I think against Exeter 
we’re coming in super close and I 
feel like next year we have a really 
good shot at beating them.”

Muromcew, who finished 
fourth overall with a time of 20:22 
minutes, will be competing again 
this weekend in an All-Star race 
at St. Mark’s. The All-Star race is 
open by invitation only to the top 
20 finishers at interschols, accord-
ing to Millett. 

“I want to highlight Natasha 
Muromcew who was fourth in the 
Varsity race, which was so so excit-
ing. It was so much fun to see her 
get out there, and she gets invited 
to go to an All-Star Race next week-
end at Saint Mark’s School which 
is for the 20 top Varsity Runners 
so she’ll get to go back there next 
weekend,” said Millett. 

With the season concluded for 
the rest of the team, Muromcew 
will be the only runner represent-
ing Andover at the All-Star race 
this Saturday. 

Girls Cross Country Places Third at Interschols

GIRLSCROSSCOUNTRY

JUSTIN HARDY

CASSIDY SADOWSKI

 Andover

Suffield

8
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BOYSWATERPOLO

COURTESY OF GWEN ROBINSON

Out of Andover’s top seven Varsity runners, only one is a Senior.

DAVID  ZHU/THE PHILLIPIAN

Boys Water Polo will graduate seven Seniors this season.
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Liam “Young Ronaldo” Arce 
’20 showcases his spirit and 
selflessness on the Cluster 
Soccer field through sheer ef-
fort and his undeniably supe-
rior talents.   

Arce said, “I consider 
myself a playmaker, and 
while other players might 
have higher goal tallies, I’m 
the reason why those players 
have those higher goal tallies. 

We have some excellent strikers 
on the field, and the field is about 
twenty yards, so it takes a lot of 

leg power to put in long passes 
to them. I’ll just pass the ball to 
one of my teammates and they’ll 
strike the ball into the goal, and 
it’ll all be perfect. But, of course, it 
all starts with me.” 

Arce continued, “Everybody 
just got numb to how talented I 
was the beginning of the season 
because they were in awe of me. 
But then by the end they were just 
like, ‘Oh, yeah, Speedy Gonzales.’ 
They just got too used to me and 
my superb skills.” 

Receiving the title of 2019 
Cluster All-Star means a lot to 
Arce, and after his success this 
season, he hopes to finally prove 

his dominance on the field to oth-
ers. 

“Getting this title is quite pos-
sibly the greatest honor of my 
entire life. I almost cried when I 
read the email. I wrote a little let-
ter home to my mother about it. I 
asked her if she was finally proud 
of me, but we’re still waiting on a 
response,” said Arce.   

When asked about his pre-
game rituals, Arce explained the 
hours of research he conducts the 
night before to ensure success on 
the field. 

“I research a lot before the 
games. I watch professional 
games, I peruse YouTube videos, 

and I consult the Varsity coach 
because he’s really preoccupied 
with what we’re doing,” said Arce.  

According to Arce, he has im-
proved his individual skills over 
the course of Cluster Soccer from 
its intense environment.

Arce said, “The best thing 
about Cluster Soccer was the raw 
intensity of [the sport.] I got to de-
velop my skills more because, you 
know, this sport is for 35 minutes 
on a ten by thirty yard field, which 
is about as intense as it gets.”

Arce hopes to see more mem-
bers in Cluster Soccer next year, 
and looks forward to visiting cam-
pus to watch the games.    

A self-proclaimed force in ev-
ery aspect of the sport, Will Rick-
ards ’21 possesses talent and work 
ethic that will make him go down 
as one of the all-time greats, ac-
cording to Rickards. What started 
out as a break from the chaos of 
Cluster Soccer, Rickards’ role as a 
goalkeeper eventually led him to 
becoming an All-Star. 

Known for his defensive prow-
ess, Rickards inspires fear among 
his opponents with his noncha-
lant playing style.

“I would say my patience on 
defense sets me apart. It is pretty 
fun to play goalie because it is a 
relaxing position,” said Rickards.

According to fellow Clus-
ter Soccer member Alex Boriss 
’21, Rickards’ natural talent and 
adaptability allowed him to make 
an impact without even moving 
the whole game.

“He rarely needed to pass the 
midfield line and stuck to his 
strength as a brick wall defender. 
The times he did pass the mid-
field, he would prove his versatil-
ity as an offensive weapon, assist-
ing his teammates and scoring a 
few goals as well,” said Boriss.

Rickards’ signature move on 
the field was his notorious nut-
meg, which allowed him to dis-
play his offensive mastermind.

“I’m not much of a goalscorer… 
[but] I am a big fan of nutmegs, 
kicking the ball through people’s 
legs,” said Rickards.

Although Rickards’ critics like 
to point out his lack of an offen-
sive skill set, others highlight his 
ability to evade being selected to 
wear a pinnie—a skill unparal-
leled—as something that actually 
made him the greatest ever to step 
on the Cluster Soccer field.

“He showed great team spirit, 
but most importantly, he is proud 

of the fact that he was never on 
the pinnie team. Overall, he was 
probably the most valuable player 
on the field at any given time,” 
said Boriss.

Despite receiving this 
prestigious award, Rickards 
simply enjoyed receiving 
the opportunity to compete 
with his friends.

“My favorite thing was 
just playing with friends and 
that made Cluster Soccer a 
pretty fun time,” said Rick-
ards.

Editor’s Note: Alex Boriss is a 
Business Associate for The Phil-
lipian.

LIAM ARCE ’20

CLUSTER SOCCER ALL STARS

CHRISTINE MICHAEL

JAY AZIABOR
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WILL RICKARDS ’21

Jonathan Mei ’20 enjoys 
the laid-back yet competi-
tive aspect of Cluster Soc-
cer after finding a passion 
for the program this fall. 
His extremely powerful 
passes and dart-like shots 

make him a stand-out player 

and an asset over others.
“I can shoot the ball well and 

make long passes. I really like that 
Cluster Soccer is meant for casual 
soccer players while also includ-
ing a competitive aspect,” said 
Mei.

In addition to a relaxed and fun 
environment, Cluster Soccer also 
produces plenty of funny plays 
and fun memories, according to 
Mei.  

Mei’s favorite play from the 

season was a miss on goal where 
one of his teammates wasn’t quite 
able to finish, despite the easiness 
of the shot. 

“The funniest moment was 
when this one player, I don’t really 
remember who it was, missed an 
open goal from a foot out,” said 
Mei.

According to Mei, the thing he 
will miss most about cluster soc-
cer is the freedom the team had 
together during halftime.

Mei said, “I’ll miss shooting on 
the big nets with my teammates 
during halftime.”

According to Mei, meat-lovers 
stromboli is his favorite pre-prac-
tice meal, as it provides the perfect 
flavor balance and plenty of pro-
tein and energy for a thrilling day 
of cluster soccer.

AM
ARA NEAL/THE PHILLIPIAN

KIERA SUH

JONATHAN MEI ’20

Known for his unselfishness 
and Non Sibi philosophy, Jung-
ho Chang ’20 thoroughly enjoys 
providing for his Cluster Soccer 
teammates. Because of this, Chang 
was chosen as one of this season’s 
Cluster Soccer All-Stars.

Chang aimed to exhibit his soc-
cer skills through his constant dis-
plays of selflessness.

“I not only enjoyed playing, but 
I also enjoyed being the ‘passer’ of 
the team and providing my team-
mates with incredible assists,” said 
Chang.

Over the course of the season, 
Chang often found himself having 
to carry his team, showing his un-
paralleled versatility by excelling 
on both sides of the ball, according 
to Chang. 

Chang said, “The first half of 
the season, I played a defensive 
role for the team, but as it got te-
dious, I pushed myself and started 
to be an offensive player which 
was extremely fun.” 

Chang sometimes tried to use 
impressive moves, which unfortu-
nately made him unable to execute 
goals. 

“[The highlight of my season 
was] missing all the goals because I 

was trying to pull out a cool move,” 
said Chang.

A player of Chang’s caliber is 
subject to some criticism, and ac-
cording to Cluster Soccer member 
Aaron Chung ’22, Chang’s occa-
sional mishaps became irritating.

“I believe that Jungho makes 
the game more boring by kick-
ing the ball out every time, which 
[frustrates me]. Nevertheless, he is 
a dedicated team player who con-
stantly motivates me to walk faster 
on the field,” said Chung.

While Chang put up several im-
pressive performances, he credits 
most of his success to his team-
mates, particularly those on Ando-

ver Baseball.
“I think everyone worked hard 

and had a lot of fun. I did score a 
lot of the second half of the sea-
son but there are a lot of other 
players that did extremely 
well… a lot of the [Andover 
Baseball] players seemed 
really passionate to play 
as they were a big asset to 
the team,” said Chang.

Despite his humble at-
titude, Chang does, how-
ever, recognize his profi-
ciency in the sport.

“In terms of skill, I consid-
er myself a player in between a 
pro and a beginner,” said Chang. SAFWAT OM
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 JUNGHO CHANG ’20
JASON KIM

A star player on the “Pin-
nies,” Jayme Wilde ’21 brings 
his past season of cluster 
soccer experience to the 
field this year. Despite his 
multiple injuries this fall, 
Wilde has proven to be an 
irreplaceable asset to the 
team. Due to his aggressive 
playing style and mentality 
to “see the ball, get the ball,” 

Wilde has earned the accolade 
of Cluster Soccer All-Star.  

Wilde’s vast skill set made 
him a terrifying opponent to 
any opposing teams because his 
motions and playing style were 
strangely reminiscent to those 
of an eagle. Both on and off the 
field, Wilde holds the team to-
gether and believes the tangi-
ble Cluster Soccer unity would 
shatter if he isn’t there. 

Wilde said, “My spirit animal 
would easily be an eagle because 
I soar across the field. My [man-
tra] is ‘see the ball, get the ball.’ 
The team without me would 
simply cease to exist, as there 
wouldn’t be a glue holding the 
team together.” 

According to Wilde, it means 
a lot for him to receive the title 
of Cluster Soccer All-Star this 
season. However, due to his 
humility and selflessness, he is 
grateful for the continuing sup-
port from those around.  

Wilde said, “I would like to 
thank my family, my friends, es-
pecially Will Rickards [’21] for 
letting me meg him and Alex 
Boriss [’21] for being a bad goal-
ie.”

Despite Wilde’s proclaims of 
his unmatchable offensive skills, 
opponent Boriss suggests Wil-
de should use the off-season to 
prepare himself for next season 

because he has many skills he 
should improve.

“His offensive efforts, how-
ever, were rarely able to convert 
into goals, especially when I 
was playing defense on him. [He 
lost] the ball quite frequently. 
I’d suggest he put further effort 
into working on his foot skills 
and shooting for next season 
since his shots often went quite 
wide of the goal,” said Boriss.

Editor’s Note: Alex Boriss is a 
Business Associate for The Phil-
lipian. 

JAYME WILDE  ’21
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An expert at “Parking the 
Bus,” a technique which 
includes five people block-
ing the goal from a poten-
tial scoring threat, Harry 
Whitman ’20 dominates 
on the Cluster Soccer field. 

As well as perfecting 
“Parking the Bus,” Whitman 
has also mastered the “Hail 

Mary.” 
“For the ‘Hail Mary,’ we send 

everyone up and we have one 

guy kick it really high in the air, 
and the ball goes where it wants 
to go,” said Whitman. 

According to Whitman, he 
had countless unforgettable mo-
ments during this season. De-
spite his never-ending success, 
Whitman humbly acknowledges 
only one of his triumphs on the 
field this fall. 

Whitman said, “One time I 
passed to Josh Fry [’21] who 
passed to Jungho Chang [’20] 
who passed to Jake Lapp [’21] 
who hit a ‘bicycle’ which means 
he fell and his foot was in the air 

and he kicked the ball in. No-
body thought it was going to go 
in. I like to think the entire goal 
was because of my assist.” 

For this year of Cluster Soc-
cer there are only enough play-
ers to form two teams, allowing 
the teams to be remade everyday 
and keeping all the players on 
their toes.

“We don’t have enough peo-
ple to really have established 
teams, but it all comes down to 
whether we have Isaac Hershen-
son [’20] or not. He’s a [former] 
varsity player and he breaks the 

tide a lot,” said Whitman. 
As the season is coming to an 

end, Whitman reflected on his 
time in Cluster Soccer, and the 
highlights of the sport. 

Whitman said, “Overall, we 
had an amazing season. Every-
one had a winning record be-
cause we changed the teams 
everyday, and everyone had so 
much heart. Even though we 
only had two teams, everyone 
was ready to put it all in.” 

HARRY WHITMAN ’20

CHRISTINE MICHAEL

K
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PRESTON WHITEHURST

Keishi “Messi” Kimura ’20 
dominates all aspects of the 
game, and believes he holds the 
natural skillset of a fantastic soc-
cer player. 

“I’m one of the best ball han-
dlers on the team. I have to say 
I’m one of the better dribblers, 
too. I’m really good at that,” said 
Kimura. 

According to Kimura, de-
spite some talented, intimidat-

ing baseball recruits this year, 
Kimura’s favorite part of the 
sport is being able to dribble 
past them. 

“This season, we had a 
bunch of baseball recruits that 
were playing Cluster. And even 
though they were very athlet-
ic and strong, my favorite part 
about the sport was that I get to 
juke everybody, break some an-
kles, and even though they are 
athletic and all, they don’t got 
anything on me,” said Kimura. 

Kimura does not see the val-
ue in pre-game rituals; rather, 
he likes to get involved quickly 

in the pace of the game. 
“I just like to play, the pre-

game ritual messes up with my 
mentality. I just go for it and 
play,” said Kimura. 

According to Kimura, he pos-
sesses the qualities of Lionel 
Messi and resembles him on the 
field. 

Kimura said, “Some Seniors 
said last year because my names 
Keishi, they said it kind of 
sounds like Messi. As you know, 
I dribble like Messi, too, so it ob-
viously works. Because I resem-
ble Messi, I don’t need to try to 
do the fancy stuff. I just cut and 

change directions. I just go by 
everyone.”

Kimura also emphasizes how 
the practices no longer help 
him improve because his 
soccer skills have reached 
their maximum capacity. 

“No practice, there’s no 
need. I just go out there 
and play. After the game, 
there’s no need for me 
to get better because I’m 
already at the peak,” said 
Kimura. 

KEISHI KIMURA ’20
SARAH KARLEN
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Editor’s Note: Cluster Soccer is a 
co-ed Fall Term intramural sport. 

This year, no women participated in 
Cluster Soccer.
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Running up from outside 
the 18-yard box, Co-Captain 
David Wang ’20 nailed the ball 
into the upper left corner off 
of a direct kick to score Ando-
ver’s lone goal. Andover Boys 
Soccer ended the game with a 
1-1 tie against Phillips Exeter 
Academy in the annual Ando-
ver/Exeter competition and 
brought the season to a close 
with a record of 5-8-2. 

According to Adam Hassa-
nein ’22, the team prepared 
for the high stakes and ener-
gy of the competition given 
the rivalry of Andover/Exeter 
weekend.

“Leading up to the game, 
we were just working on sim-
ulating the game-like atmo-
sphere we’d be playing in. 
Obviously, Exeter is a very 

hostile environment and con-
sidering it was A/E, we had to 
be ready for the hecklers and 
the crazy environment,” said 
Hassanein.  

The team focused on con-
tinuing to improve its defense 
and communication, accord-
ing to Wang. 

Wang said, “Something that 
went really well was com-
munication, especially in the 
midfield and defense. We were 
able to move the ball around 
pretty well from the defense 
all the way up to the attack.” 

Although Andover wasn’t 
able to leave Exeter with a 
win, the team competed hard 
and left it all on the field for 
its last game of the season, ac-
cording to Wang and Co-Cap-
tain Connor Ding ’20.

“We knew that Exeter was 
going to be a pretty even-
ly matched team because 
we both had similar records 
and both won [against] cer-
tain teams [and] lost against 
certain teams. It was a pret-
ty even game—both [teams] 
played pretty well and both 
teams were pretty nervous be-
cause of A/E and the overall 
atmosphere affected people’s 

play,” said Wang.
Ding said, “Obviously we 

wanted the win, it was our 
last game of the season so we 
wanted to end the right way. It 
was a really good game, unfor-
tunately it ended in a tie but 
we all put forth a good effort. 
It was great that everyone got 
on the field and we all made 
contributions.”

The game ended when 
the referee blew the whistle 
during a potential Andover 
scoring opportunity, causing 
some frustration and disap-
pointment for the team and 
fans watching, according to 
Hassenein.

Hassenein said, “Of course, 
the ending was very disap-
pointing with the referee end-
ing our season. Thirty sec-
onds, not even, probably five 
seconds—the game is pretty 
much over. It’s a goal kick and 
the goalie whiffs the ball and 
passes it right into our for-
ward, [Tade Omoniwa ’21]’ s 
feet. He’s on goal and right as 
he’s about to finish the ball, 
the ref blew the whistle. Ob-
viously that was very disap-
pointing but the game, overall, 
was very exciting.”

This season, Andover was 
able to create a family envi-
ronment that Wang and Ding 
hope will continue into next 
year so that the team’s close 
dynamic can develop early on. 

“It’s sad that I won’t be on 
the team next season but I 
think it’s going to be import-
ant for the Uppers on the team 
this year to step up and be 
leaders next year,” said Ding.

Wang said, “This year I am 
really proud of developing a 

connection that we formed on 
the team. I feel that this wasn’t 
as present on last year’s team, 
but this year we are more like 
a family… [We] have fun, and 
we all like to tease each oth-
er and make each other laugh 
and things like that. It is just a 
really close environment and 
that’s what I [hope will] con-
tinue for next year’s team.”

NICOLE LEE & 
LUKE BOSHAR

Boys Soccer Ties Exeter 1-1 for Second Straight Year

BOYSSOCCER
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Daniel Cho ’21 earned a total of 3 goals and 3 assists this season. 

LEVERETT WILSON/THE P
H

IL
LI

PI
A

N

SAFWAT OM
AR/T

H
E 

PH
IL

LI
PI

A
N

ZADIA TURNER/THE PHIL
LIP

IA
N

In a competitive field, rich 
with dangerous teams vying 
for high playoff seeds and 
championship glory, it can be 
difficult to pick favorites or 
assign ranks. This season has 
been marked with an unusual 
amount of parity and break-
outs. The San Francisco 49ers 
are tied for the best record 
in the NFL (8-1), a year after 
finishing with only four wins. 
The Patriots, Packers, Ravens, 
Seahawks, and Saints have all 
also lost two or fewer games. 
The number of quality teams 
this year makes it particularly 
challenging to award super-
latives. Which team has the 
best defense? Both the 49ers 
and Patriots might lay claim to 
this title. The best offense? A 
tight race between the Ravens 
and Chiefs. The Most Valuable 
Player (M.V.P.)? Determining 
who deserves the accolade 
of M.V.P. is always a difficult 
decision. With more contend-
ers than ever this year, it can 
be tough to whittle down the 
field.

Could it be Ravens quar-
terback Lamar Jackson? Se-
ahawks quarterback Russell 
Wilson? Two-time former 
NFL M.V.P. and Packers quar-
terback Aaron Rodgers? Car-
olina running back Christian 
McCaffrey? Let’s take a deep-
er look at the names so com-

monly tossed into this year’s 
M.V.P. race by sources such as 
ESPN and Bleacher Report. 
In order to narrow down the 
contending field, I’d like to 
use three metrics to judge the 
aforementioned candidates: 
individual success, team suc-
cess, and the importance of the 
player to his team. Of course, 
to be considered an M.V.P. can-
didate, impressive individual 
statistics are almost a prereq-
uisite, so I’ll start with team 
success. Rodgers, Jackson, 
and Wilson all boast strong 
records (8-2, 7-2, 8-2 respec-
tively), so they pass the initial 
threshold. However, McCaf-
frey’s Panthers sit at 5-4, sec-
ond in their division. 5-4 is 
by no means a weak record in 
an NFL with increasing par-
ity and competition, but it 
certainly does not scream 
‘championship contend-
er’ or even ‘playoff 
team.’ If McCaffrey’s 
value is only enough 
to barely push the 

Panthers over .500, he’s not a 
viable M.V.P. candidate in my 
book.

That leaves us with three 
QBs: Jackson, Rodgers, and 
Wilson. Returning to individ-
ual statistics, both Jackson 
and Wilson boast gaudy num-
bers. But while Rodgers’ num-
bers are impressive (17 touch-
downs, two interceptions), 
they don’t quite place him 
in the top tier of passers this 
year (i.e. Jackson and Wilson). 
Rodgers also has the help of 
Aaron Jones, the Packers’ 
breakout running back with 14 

touchdowns in 10 games. Rod-
gers is great, but he misses 
out on my pick for M.V.P. this 
year. We’re now left with two 
‘finalists,’ Russell Wilson and 
Lamar Jackson. Wilson’s has 
23 passing touchdowns to just 
two interceptions, 2,737 pass-
ing yards, and a 114.9 passer 
rating. Wilson’s numbers re-
flect a familiar M.V.P. mold: a 
prolific and efficient passer 
both in and out of the pock-
et. Conversely, nothing about 
Jackson screams conventional 
at all. In fact, Jackson is one 
of the most intriguing M.V.P. 
prospects in recent NFL his-
tory. He is not a honed pocket 
passer. In fact, Jackson doesn’t 
even crack the top 20 in pass-
ing yards or the top five in 
passing touchdowns. His pass-
er rating stands at a 101.7—stel-
lar, but not on the level of Rus-
sell Wilson. Instead, Jackson’s 
prowess on the ground is what 
puts him in this discussion. 

He boasts over 700 rush-
ing yards in nine games 
this season and leads the 
league in yards per car-
ry (6.6 YPC, 1.1 yards 
more than the next 

best-qualified player). 
Through ten weeks, 
he has six rushing 
touchdowns and 15 

passing for a total of 21. He’s 
possibly the most dynamic 
dual-threat quarterback to 
play in the league since Mi-
chael Vick, the NFL all-time 
leader in QB rushing yards 
and rushing yards in a season.

For the reasons chroni-
cled above, I believe Lamar 
Jackson deserves NFL M.V.P. 
honors. Lamar Jackson might 
not be the prototypical pock-
et-passing, touchdown-lob-
bing quarterback, but he’s 
beginning to change the way 
the position can be played. 
With rushing statistics wor-
thy of top-ten running backs 
and passing numbers compa-
rable to the upper echelon of 
Q.B. talent, he’s established 
himself as the premier du-
al-threat in the NFL He has 
also led his team to a 7-2 re-
cord surrounded by unproven 
rookie receivers and unknown 
pass-catchers. He has beat-
en the formerly undefeated 
Patriots, and their defense is 
heralded as one of the best in 
league history. Russell Wil-
son has certainly been suc-
cessful this season, both in 
wins and losses and personal 
achievement, but he doesn’t 
have rushing numbers worthy 
of an elite bell-cow RB. Any 
other year, Wilson would be 
a lock for the award, but La-
mar Jackson brings an entire-
ly new dynamic to the game 
of football. Teams don’t fear 
Lamar scrambling for a first 
down or eluding pass rushers 
in the backfield. They fear the 
30-yard touchdown runs, the 
clock-chewing, game-break-
ing carries and broken tack-
les. Quarterbacks who pass 
well are elite. Quarterbacks 
who are among the best in 
the league at both passing and 
running are revolutionary. I 
believe Lamar Jackson is rev-
olutionary and for that reason, 
he’s my M.V.P.

Lamar Jackson: Running Away with the MVP?

SPORTSOPINION
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A procession of trumpets 
blared, signaling the beginning 
of the Academy Concert Bands’ 
rendition of “Thunder and Blaz-
es March.” Soon, the rest of the 
ensemble joined in as the wood-
winds played a cheerful melody 
over by the lively brass beat and 
percussion, with tubas playing a 
chromatic scale underneath. The 
audience tapped to the beat, and 
some recognized the song by its 
nickname, the “Carnival March.”

“Thunder and Blazes March” 
was the finale to the Academy 
Concert Bands, held last Sunday 
afternoon in Cochran Chapel. Led 
by Peter Cirelli, Instructor in Mu-
sic, and Vincent Monaco, Director 
of the Academy Concert Band, the 
concert included six pieces in to-
tal, ranging from classical Mozart 
to a military march by Holst.

“[My favorite part of “Thunder 
and Blazes March”] was probably 
the [iconic melody of ] that song. 
It was really just hyper and en-
ergetic and it put me in a happy 
[mood] and Mr. Monaco, who was 
the conductor, was just really en-
ergetic and was bouncing up and 
down,” said audience member Is-
abelle Benavidez ’23.

The concert bands had about 
a month to practice and rehearse 
for the concert that included all of 
the pieces they learned in the fall 
term. However, according to band 
member Jasmine Ma ’23, who 
plays the flute, the band worked 
hard to learn the challenging new 
pieces and to refine old repertoire 
for better musicality. 

“For this concert, we worked on 
two more pieces than the Family 
Weekend concert. We worked on 
the Holst [piece] and the march, 
which was the finale. And those 

pieces for me… were more chal-
lenging and they required more 
rehearsals and more people work-
ing together,” said Ma.

Several parents were in atten-
dance, including Edward Ahn ’90 
P’22, whose son, Chris Ahn ’22, 
plays percussion in the Academy 
Concert Band. He found that the 
familiarity of the piece helped him 
enjoy the performance, but also 
appreciated the level of musicality 
that the performers brought to the 
piece.

“For me, “Thunder and Blazes 
[March]” sounded familiar. I think 
that’s a reason why I enjoyed it. I 
preferred a lot of those melodies 
played in different circumstances 
so it sounded very familiar… there 
was a lot of musicality in their 
performances and when they 
were playing their instruments it 
sounded very good without a lot 
of squeaking,” said Ahn.

According to Monaco, the 
Academy Concert Band has more 

percussionists than usual this 
year. Therefore, one of the chal-
lenges he faced was finding a 
piece with sufficient percussion 
parts. He also noted the difficul-
ty of choosing quality music for 
large concert bands. Monaco felt 
that “Thunder and Blazes March” 
was exciting enough to add to the 
program. 

“I have a lot of percussionists 
this year and I want to make sure 
everyone stays busy… that was my 
most immediate concern. You al-
ways have to make sure, in band 
repertoire, that there is a good 
bit of musical substance. I don’t 
mean to be too critical, but a lot of 
the repertoire written for band is 
written for instructional purpos-
es, so you don’t always get won-
derful music… I try to find at least 
one piece that is really substan-
tial,” said Monaco.

Academy Concert Bands 
End Fall Term With Concert

Under the Bed Show 
Draws Largest Crowd 

in Recent Years

NATALIE CHEN & 
ALEISHA ROBERTS

Synopsis
During the Chinese Cultural Revolution, Ye Wenjie 
witnesses the murder of her prominent physicist 
father. A talented astrophysicist herself, Wenjie is 
later sent to work at a governmental research cen-
ter that is trying to make contact with extraterres-
trial intelligence. Decades later, nanomaterials re-
searcher Professor Wang finds himself entangled in 
an international military campaign working to solve 
a series of famous scientist suicides. His best possi-
ble lead is a complicated online role-playing game 
called “Three-Body,” an intricately constructed 
game rich with history, culture, and physics—a 
game that could be related to Ye Wenjie’s work.

Review
This book puts the science in science fiction! 
Throughout the novel, there are many real phys-
ical and scientific ideas interspersed with fiction-
al ideas that are fun to explore. For example, the 

Hello and thank you for checking out this book review column! 
My name is Mudmee, and I love reading. I am super excited to 
share some book reviews with you over the next few weeks. I 
hope you’ll find them helpful and maybe even decide to pick 

up one of these titles. This week, I will be reviewing Cixin Liu’s 
Hugo Award-winning science fiction novel “The Three-Body 

Problem.” A Hugo Award is regarded as one of the most pres-
tigious honors in the science fiction community. In 2015, “The 

Three-Body Problem” received the award for Best Novel.

By Mudmee Sereeyothin
E.WU/THE PHILLIPIAN

The Three-Body Problem by Cixin Liu, translated by Ken Liu

Rating: 8/10

book’s namesake, the “three-body problem,” is a 
real physics phenomenon in which one tries to pre-
dict the chaotic movement of three masses given 
their initial position and velocity. While I did not 
have a strong physics background prior to read-
ing the book, Liu explains the phenomena that he 
touches on in an interesting and relatively accessi-
ble way. What I enjoyed most about this book was 
that while there was a significant amount of heavy 
science and explanations of scientific ideas in the 
book, Liu does not let these things get in the way of 
plot and suspense, but rather uses them to enhance 
his story.

Verdict
Not a light sci-fi novel, but if you love hard science, 
this book is for you! 

Simple yet upbeat piano mel-
odies resonated throughout the 
room as Sofia Poncel ’21 played 
her solo. Soon, the violin, viola, 
and cello joined in, complement-
ing Poncel’s cascade of notes from 
bass to treble clef. The piece con-
tinued with the four instruments 
blending together, growing and 
diminishing in sound, finally end-
ing with the three stringed instru-
ments playing one long chord in 
unison.

The piece, “Piano Quartet No.1 
in G Minor by Mozart,” was per-
formed by Poncel, violinist Kayla 
Lang ’22, cellist Ben Rowland ’22, 
and violist Laura Mahaniah ’20. 
It was one of the twelve pieces 
presented during the Academy 
Chamber Music Society Concert, 
which took place last Saturday in 
the Timken Room.

Lang said, “I really liked the 
ending because we all look at each 
other so that we blend our eighth 
notes on time, and I think it’s a re-
ally cool part of the piece because 
none of us are looking down at our 
music because we’re all engaged 
with each other.”

The Academy Chamber Mu-
sic Society Concert takes place 
once every term. Members of the 
school Chamber Music Society 
are assigned to different groups 
and coaches at the beginning of 
the term to prepare for the perfor-
mance. According to flutist Sophia 
Ma ’21, she believes the concert is 
a very important aspect of Ando-
ver.

“Chamber music is a very im-
portant aspect of music in general 
and the fact that students are able 
to be put in different groups and 
have different coaches that act as 
mentors makes this concert real-
ly neat. Just having this concert 
in general is something a little bit 
different than big ensembles like 
band [and] orchestra… it’s a really 
good opportunity and you really 
learn how to coordinate with just 
a few other people and you really 
get to know them better,” said Ma. 

Violinists Ian Chong ’21, Cam-
eron Kang ’21, Nina Choophun-
gart ’22, and instructor and cellist 
Elizabeth Aureden, Instructor in 
Music, played “String Quartet in C 
Minor” by Beethoven. Audience 
member Emmeline Song ’20 com-
mented on why this piece stood 
out to her. 

“I really liked the [String Quar-
tet in C Minor] because I think 

that [Chong’s] sound really con-
trasted with the rest of the cham-
ber group. He would play these 
chords and the rest of the cham-
ber group would play another 
chord, and he would play a chord, 
and the rest of the group would 
play another chord. That kind of 
contrast was very good, and it was 
a nice ending to the piece,” said 
Song. 

Olivia Yang ’22 performed 
a piano duet alongside Aaron 
Chung ’22 called “Delphine,” from 
“Three American Dances” by 
Henry Gilbert. According to Yang, 
she and Chung prepared for the 
concert by meeting every week for 
forty minutes and rehearsing two 
or three times as they neared the 
concert date. Yang emphasized 
the importance of the Academy 
Chamber Music Society Concert 
on Andover’s music community.

“I think it’s important to have 
because there’s a lot of different 
kinds of music and it’s always fun 
to see how the students here ap-
proach being in different groups 
and come together to create this 
overarching expression of music 
with all the different styles. It’s 
always fun to see how everyone 
works and how people work to-
gether to create good music,” said 
Yang.

Musicians Build Strong Teamwork for Academy 
Chamber Music Society Concert

NATALIE CHEN

GEORGIA HORNSBY/THE PHILLIPIAN
At the Family Weekend concert, each ensemble played only one short 
selection. However, at this concert, each band had more time and played 
multiple pieces.

LUCAS STOWE/THE PHILLIPIAN
Harry Kahane ’20, pictured, is the Head of Under the Bed  (UTB) this year. 
The show, which featured a variety of improv games, included the five new 
members of UTB. 

HAILEE SO &
REENA KIJOWSKI

Even before the pep rally 
was over, hundreds of mem-
bers of the Andover commu-
nity poured out of Borden 
Memorial Gym and ran over 
to Susie’s, where the impro-
visational comedy group Un-
der the Bed (U.T.B.) was host-
ing their annual first show of 
the year. The space was filled 
with people, with some even 
standing on top of the booths 
in anticipation of the show. 
After around thirty minutes 
of waiting, the U.T.B. mem-
bers stormed in to roars of ex-
citement.

U.T.B. member Myra Bha-
thena ’22 said, “I walked 
onto the stage and then 
looked around and literally, 
it seemed like there were a 
thousand heads there. It was 
insane. It was crazy. I didn’t 
know [Susie’s] could be filled 
that much. Everyone was re-
ally enthusiastic and would 
laugh at literally anything. It 
was super great to be watched 
by all of these great people,” 
said Bhathena.        

The group, comprised of 11 
members, performed six im-
prov games during the show. 
According to U.T.B. Head 
Harry Kahane ’20, there were 
more students in Susie’s to 
watch the show than he had 
ever seen before. 

“[The show] was great. It 
was definitely a little more 
sexual than we would have 
hoped, but I think that was 
just a byproduct of how ex-
cited everyone was, all the 
adrenaline that was going 
went we walked in here in 
[Susie’s]. We had more peo-
ple in here than I had ever 
seen before, and I think our 
new members especially did a 
great job.”

This year’s new members 
are Bhathena, Ariana White 
’22, Nash Johnson ’20, Tucker 
Nee ’23, and Matthew Veneri 
’21. 

“It’s always tough when 
we start over every year, be-
cause we always lose a lot of 
great Seniors that we really 
love. We have to examine the 

student body and find people 
that we think are the funniest, 
and that’s exactly what [the 
new members] bring to the 
group,” said Kahane. 

Former Co-Head of U.T.B. 
Nick Demetroulakos ’19 
returned to campus and 
watched the show. He said 
that returning U.T.B. mem-
bers have continued to grow 
as performers during their 
time in the group.

“I just wanted to support 
my people. They all mean a 
lot to me and I just wanted 
to support them… I think it’s 
really hard to compare year 
to year because there are new 
members, and it’s just a dif-
ferent group, but I think that 
everyone from last year did 
really well and they have all 
matured as improvisors and 
comedians… I think they did 
wonderfully. It’s really scary 
getting up there, especially 
this first show,” said Deme-
troulakos. 

The games the group played 
included Bell Curve, Half 
Life, Party Quirks, Expert 
Challenge, Freeze, and Mon-
tage. According to Bhathena, 
the games were all selected 
based on the group’s comfort 
level and the potential for the 
most humor. 

Bhathena said, “We all de-
cided which games we felt the 
strongest and most comfort-
able in and then the return-
ing seniors chose the group-
ings… [My favorite game was] 
definitely ‘Freeze’ because it 
had the greatest potential for 
complete absurdity and hilar-
ious short improv scenes.”

After the last improv game 
on U.T.B.’s program, “Freeze,” 
the group gave an encore with 
one final game called Mon-
tage. 

Kahane said, “We thought 
that they might want to do an 
encore. We saw how hyped 
this crowd was and we knew 
that they were here to see us. 
We weren’t necessarily pre-
pared, but we rolled with it as 
we are, we improvised.”

Editor’s Note: Nash Johnson 
is a Copy Editor for The Phil-
lipian.
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Look Of The Week: 
Anaïs Shen ’20 Develops Her Style Based on Travel Experiences

Denise Taveras ’21 sang the 
soulful opening notes of “Ready 
to be Loved,” gently swaying back 
and forth. Henry Crater ’20, Quin-
tin Moss ’21, and Chloe Webster 
’20 soon joined in an uptempo 
unison. Their voices filled the yel-
low-lit choir room as they smiled 
to the crowd of students, building 
a crescendo to an eager chorus: 
they were ready to be loved.

“Edges,” a song cycle by Pasek 
& Paul, is an Independent Project 
(IP) led by Crater and co-direct-
ed by Crater and Chloe Webster 
’20, which will be on show this 
upcoming Saturday at 7:30 p.m. 
and Sunday at 3:00 p.m. in the 
Timken Room. The cast consists 
of four singers, two pianists, a 
drummer, and a bassist. A song 
cycle is a work of musical theatre, 
organized in a collection of songs 
that hold a collective theme. Cra-
ter believes that the work is very 
relevant to himself and the others 
in the cast. 

“[“Edges”] is a song cycle about 
growing up, about self-discovery, 
and the simultaneous fear and 
excitement that comes with find-
ing out who you are as a young 
teenager. With all four of us being 
upperclassmen... I think… some of 
the problems that we’re tackling 
in these little vignettes are things 
that we’ll be dealing with soon,” 
said Crater. 

Clara Tu ’21 is playing piano 
for the show along with Emma 
Fu ’21. Tu echoed Crater’s senti-
ments regarding the relevance of 
the themes in “Edges,” noting her 
personal connection to the song 
“Perfect”. 

“Personally, ‘Perfect’ is probably 
my favorite piece from the entire 
song cycle. It is such a beautifully 

composed piece, and it perfect-
ly conveys the misconception that 

one needs to change one’s identi-
ty in order to maintain relation-
ships,” said Tu.

The show represents different 
points in each cast member’s mu-
sical career. For Moss, “Edges” is 
one of the first musicals he’s been 
in. He says it has been a gratifying 
experience which has taught him 
a lot. 

“Now that I’m in a bigger show 
where I have longer solo songs, 
I’ve had to relearn how to build 
and grow in a show, and changing 
the emotion throughout the song, 
which is something that I never 
had to do before,” said Moss. 

Webster says that “Edges” is a 
continuation of her exploration of 
more unusual types of music and 
performance. Though she started 
with traditional theater, Webster 
began to explore different parts 
of the theater world with “Ghost 
Quartet,” a song cycle she directed 
last spring.

“I started out in more tradition-
al music theater, and then sort of 
moved toward more… avant-gar-
de… works as I grew older and got 
a taste for weird musical stuff and 
things that were stretching limits 
and all that. And I think that this 
is definitely a piece that does that,” 
said Webster. 

According to Crater, “Edges” 
was something that he never ex-
pected to do. However, after this 
term of rehearsals, he realized 
that his love of stories led him to 
try directing for the first time.

“I love stories, [and] I love doing 
a solo and telling a story in a song 
that is kind of a complete story 
in itself, because it doesn’t need 
to be part of the show to have its 
own meaning,” said Crater. “And 
directing is a really fun new ad-
venture for me, [since] I’ve never 
done that before.”

Editor’s Note: Emma Fu is an 
Associate Arts Editor for The Phil-
lipian.

ARIANA VELASQUEZ

Independent Project Preview: Henry 
Crater ’20 and Chloe Webster ’20 

Co-Direct Song Cycle “Edges”

In a black and white photo-
graph, two little girls stand in 
ruffled dresses. The taller of the 
two girls stares directly at the 
camera, a look of intimidation on 
her face, and one hand daintily 
holding a cigarette. Gripping a 
backwards-facing stroller with a 
baby doll sitting in it, the small-
er girl has short blond curls and 
dons large sunglasses that cover 
her eyes. She is clutching a baby 
doll with her hand and she also 
faces directly at the camera. 

The picture, titled “The New 
Mothers,” by photographer Sally 
Mann, is a part of the new show 
called “Come as You Are: Amer-
ican Youth,” which will be dis-
played in the Addison Gallery of 
American Art’s Museum Learn-
ing Center next Wednesday. 

This annual exhibition is cu-
rated by a group of students 
through an Art-400 class at the 
Addison. This year, the class con-
sisted of three students: Kaela 
Aalto ’20, Nick Picchione ’20, and 
Safi Zenger ’20, who all chose 
the exhibit’s theme of American 
Youth together. 

“Our exhibition attempts to 
encapsulate the American child-
hood experience. Through pro-
viding our audience with a mul-
titude of photographs pertaining 
to different adolescent and youth 
groups, we intend to broaden 

the perspective of our audience 
while simultaneously inciting 
personal reflection and relat-
ability within them. Basically, 
we want to tell our audience that 
everyone in America experiences 
childhood in a different way. This 
exhibition highlights that,” wrote 
Picchione in an email to The Phil-
lipian. 

According to Aalto and Pic-
chione, the exhibit also builds 
off the idea that there is not one 
specific narrative for childhood. 
Despite the fact that everybody’s 
childhood is different, there are 
many things that unite people, 
such as music, TV, clothing, and 
what is learned in school. Aalto 
described an example of con-
trasting elements displayed in 
the exhibition. 

“In this exhibition, there’s a 
wall of people that actually had 
to grow up too soon. There’s a 
sixteen year old boy in the war 
and contrasting with that is this 
little boy who’s just playing with 
guns for fun. Its purpose is to 
show how our childhoods differ 
in our shelternedness or our un-
shelterdness,” said Aalto. 

Picchione wrote, “Our exhi-
bition is split into multiple sub 
themes, i.e. activism, violence, 
play, education, etc. Basically, we 
tried to display each aspect of the 
typical American childhood in 
different ways in order to high-
light the diversity of experiences 
in this country.”

The opening of the exhibit will 

place all the works curated by 
Aalto, Picchione, and Zenger on 
display for students, faculty, and 
other people visiting the Addi-
son. Picchione is excited to share 
the exhibition to the larger pub-
lic.

“I am definitely most excited 
[to see] my friends at the open-
ing. I have grown very passionate 
about this show and art curation 
over the course of the term, and 
my friends have never really seen 
that side of me. I’m so excited 
to share my hard work with the 
community,” wrote Picchione. 

In the class, Aalto, Picchione, 
and Zenger not only curated their 
own exhibit, but also learned 
about museum management. 

Zenger said, “Art-400 was, by 
far, the best class of my term. It 
was my favourite class because I 
got to learn a lot, and it was defi-
nitely more career-oriented than 
any other class I’ve ever taken. 
We got to learn a lot about pro-
fessions within museums, what 
curators do, and why they’re 
important and essential to a mu-
seum’s function. Our project, I 
think, is going to speak to every-
one on this campus...I feel like 
everyone can get something out 
of it.”

The Art-400 student exhibi-
tion will open next Wednesday 
on November 20, 2019 and will 
be up until March 8, 2020.

Editor’s Note: Kaela Aalto is a 
Copy Editor for The Phillipian.

NATALIE CHEN &
DORIAN WANG

Art-400 Exhibit Artwork Explores 
American Youth Through Photography

Anaïs Shen ’20 sports a long 
black jacket imprinted with tradi-
tional Chinese linework patterns 
and dragons over a dark blue laced 
sweater top. Baggy light blue jeans 
contrast with her black Doc Mar-
tens, and several silver-colored 
rings, one with a skull engraving, 
complete her look.

“I just got this new jacket which 
is a collab between Opening Cer-
emony and X-girl. I feel like it’s a 
pretty controversial subject when 
people wear Chinese prints or 
something if they’re not from that 
ethnical background. So I feel like 
that’s my way of empowering that 
fashion trend, since I am Chinese 
and that’s part of my cultural iden-
tity as well,” said Shen.

Shen acquires most of her cloth-
ing when traveling, from local 
shops in places such as Shanghai, 
Taiwan, and Malaysia. Her style is 
largely inspired by the clothes she 
sees and obtains in these coun-
tries, and visiting a new country 
often causes a shift in her style. 

“I never really adhere to one 
thing,” said Shen. “I recently went 
to Shanghai and I go to a lot of the 
local independent shops there, 
and they have the classic Chinese 
collar with the buttons. I just feel 
like there’s such a very western-
ized and very one-dimensional 
trend nowadays, but since I’m 
very lucky to travel and go to oth-
er places, I get to draw inspiration 
from those backgrounds.” 

According to Moni Cepeda ’20, 
a friend of Shen’s, Shen’s person-
al experiences are what make her 

style unique. 
“I realized, over time, the 

amount of passion that went into 
constructing this identity that 
both thrived within the confines 
of her closet was so deeply tied 
to her personal experiences… 
Nothing too flashy or especial-
ly avant-garde in that way, but 
there’s always a piece or two that 
hints of some punk fad from half 
a century ago or an iconic runway 
moment from the eighties. It’s so 
unquestionably her, you know?” 
said Cepeda. 

Having grown up in countries 
that do not often experience in-
tense winter weathers, Shen dis-
covered that winter was her favor-
ite season to dress after arriving at 
Andover. 

“[Before Andover], I never real-
ly got a chance to try out different 
outfits. When I came [to Ando-
ver], fall and winter [became] my 
[new] favorite seasons to dress up 
for because you can be way more 
creative with your pants and your 
sweaters, and it’s much more in-
novative for fashion designers,” 
said Shen. 

Although Shen’s style is con-
stantly changing depending on 
the new places she visits, the most 
important quality of any clothes 
she wears is that they make her 
feel good. 

“My main concern is: if I feel 
good in the clothes I wear, then 
that’s most important. The most 
important thing is [that] you your-
self get a sense of confidence and 
other people will also feel that 
way when you feel good and do 
that” said Shen.

JEFFREY SHI

NATA LOUMIDIS/THE PHILLIPIAN

Anaïs Shen ’20 wears multiple rings, one of which has a skull engraving. 
She pairs her jeans with a silver-bucked belt and a tucked-in sweater. 

NATA LOUMIDIS/THE PHILLIPIAN
Anaïs Shen ’20 purchased this coat to showcase and take pride in her 
Chinese heritage. After coming to Andover, Shen has found that Fall and 
Winter are her favorite seasons to dress for. 

NATA LOUMIDIS/THE PHILLIPIAN
Anaïs Shen ’20 shops locally when 
travelling and has purchased items 
in Shanghai, Taiwan, and Malaysia. 

BEN FU/THE PHILLIPIAN
Since “Edges” is Independent Project, student directors Henry Crater ’20 
and Chloe Webster ’20 had greater creative control over the performance 
than in a typical faculty-led project.

COURTESY OF  THE ADDISON GALLERY OF AMERICAN ART
Sally Mann, “The New Mothers,” 1989. Gelatin silver print, 8 in. x 10 in.  Addison Gallery of American Art, Phillips 
Academy, Andover, Massachusetts. Museum purchase.
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