
What happens in a college 
admissions committee? Over 
Family Weekend, Uppers and 
their parents gained insight to 
the process, participating in an 
activity where they acted as an 
admissions officer themselves. 
The event was run by the Col-
lege Counseling Office and 
marked the beginning of the 
Class of 2021’s college counsel-
ing program. 

Participants had to decide 
between three prospective col-
lege candidates to either admit, 
waitlist, or deny them. Approx-
imately seventeen admissions 
deans, including deans from 
University of Chicago, Yale Uni-
versity, and Wellesley College, 
attended the event. 

According to Sean Logan, 
Dean of College Counseling, 
the event gave Uppers and 
their families the opportunity 
to learn more about the college 
admissions process by putting 

themselves in the shoes of ad-
missions deans, a perspective 
that families do not always have 
access to.

“The college process can be 
shrouded in a lot of mystery 
sometimes, and [the mock col-
lege admission session] is a way 
to pull back the curtain and say 
hey, this is what the admissions 
staff are doing,” said Logan. 

According to Logan, approx-
imately two thirds of the Upper 
class participated in the event. 

Irene Kwon ’21 appreciated 
the session, especially the in-
clusion of current admissions 
deans from a variety of insti-
tutions. She explained that the 
time she spent with them alle-
viated many concerns she had 
about the college process. 

“I personally did enjoy the 
activity, because it allowed me 
to see how holistic the process 
really is. Doing the activity we 
compared three candidates of 
very different profiles, and I 

Decorated with smiley-face 
drawings and phrases like “Be 
Brave,” brown paper bags were 
filled with menstrual products 
in celebration of National Peri-
od Day and donated to Lazarus 
House Ministries on Satur-
day, October 19. The packag-
ing event was organized by La 
Luna, a club that aims to decon-
struct the stigma surrounding 
menstruation by normalizing 
dialogue and confronting the 
inaccessibility of period prod-
ucts, according to Co-President 
of the club Sarah Wang ’22. 

Sponsored by an Abbot 
Grant, La Luna made these 
period packages to donate to 
Lazarus House Ministries, a 
Lawrence-based charity that 
works to support homeless in-
dividuals and families by pro-
viding them food, clothing, and 
work training. 

“For the event, it was just 
kind of to let people know that 
period poverty is an issue. Peri-
od products are still not consid-
ered a daily necessity. There are 
people who lack these products 

and who are in need but can’t 
afford them—a lot of the times 
because there is a pink tax. This 
is absurd. Period products are 
considered luxury products [in 
some states], when things like 
Viagra or condoms do not have 
this tax,” said Wang. 

Although the products were 
able to be sorted and packaged 
in time, attendee Katherine Bell 
’22 believes that future period 
poverty awareness events could 
benefit from an increase in the 
number of engaged partici-
pants.

“I think it would be better if 
more people would be able to 
pitch in… For the decorating, 
there was only 3 people includ-
ing myself… I think people are 
aware of [problems surround-
ing period poverty], but they’re 
not yet coming to take action 
yet. Having more of these would 
help familiarize people with 
these events and what the club 
is doing,” said Bell.

According to Kiran Ram-
ratnam ’22, Co-President of La 
Luna, the club will use events 
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In celebration of the Inter-
national Day of the Girl, the Ol-
iver Wendell Holmes Library 
(OWHL) and the Brace Center 
for Gender Studies co-hosted 
the first Girl Powered Work-
shop for girls in fourth through 
twelfth grades on October 16. 
Andover students joined twen-
ty-five middle and elementary 
school girls in building model 
catapults and rollercoasters in 
The Nest. 

According to the Girl Pow-
ered website, the Girl Powered 
Workshops are meant to engage 
and inform young women about 
STEM and robotics through 
a variety of means, including 
hands-on activities and robot-
ics demonstrations. With girls 
representing only 23 percent of 
VEX participants and women 
comprising only 24 percent of 
the STEM workforce, these ef-
forts aim to make STEM and ro-
botics more inclusive. 

The website writes, “This 
initiative is intended to bring 
all students who are interest-
ed together, to show them that 
they are welcome in the ro-
botics community. Like many 
others, we believe in the power 
of diverse creative teams, and 
as such, we want to make sure 
our programs attract as many 
students interested in STEM 
as possible. To accomplish this 
goal, we want to help our com-
munity recognize and overcome 
some of the societal obstacles 
that present themselves for girls 
at a very early age. By identifying 
the common barriers that exist, 
we can break them down and 
work to create a more inclusive 
environment.”

Carol Artacho Guerra, In-
structor in Physics, was one of 
the main organizers of the event. 
She explained how the planning 
had been in the works since ear-
ly in the fall. 

“We started [planning] this 
maybe a month ago or so. This is 
actually a national event where 
the RNC Foundation and Vex 
Robotics is sponsoring a [num-
ber] of girl powered workshops 
all over the country to celebrate 
the International Day of the 
Girl. So [we] started doing a lot 
of advertising as [the] school 
year started because it’s mostly a 
school based [event]. We started 
early September [to] set up the 
workshop,” said Artacho-Guer-
ra.

Emma Slibeck ’20 spoke in 
a group of student panelists, 
sharing her experiences as a girl 
in STEM. She appreciated the 
event because of the exposure 
it gave to the younger girls and 
especially noticed their focus on 
the activities. 

“I didn’t notice when I got 
into high school that [STEM] 
isn’t something that’s encour-
aged for girls a lot… It’s not as 
encouraging as it is for boys. 
And so I thought it was super 
awesome that we have this place 
where we were encouraging 

girls to get into this space and 
make things… They were also 
super creative and wanted to 
get in and do things with their 
hands,” said Slibeck. 

Along with Slibeck, CC Song 
’21 spoke on the student panel. 
Song believes that it is important 
to give young girls the opportu-
nity to explore their interests in 
STEM and that she has a role in 
encouraging them to do so. 

“I decided to take part in the 
workshop because encouraging 
young girls to find their own 
love for STEM is something that 
means a lot to me and in some 
ways I feel like I have a respon-
sibility to pass on to our next 
female scientists, engineers, 
makers, and more… I think it 
is incredibly important to cel-
ebrate the International Day 
of Girl through STEM because 
STEM related fields are only 
growing more and more and we 
all need to make sure that wom-

Inaugural Girl Powered Workshop 
Celebrates International Day of the Girl

ELINA CHOI

Students Pack Menstrual 
Products for Lazarus House

AMBER TING
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Participants worked on two activities where they designed a paper chute 
for pom-poms and created catapults out of popsicle sticks. 

College Counseling Office 
Hosts Mock College 
Admissions Session

DORI ROSENSTRAUCH
& KAREN WANG

Interspersed between the 
trees by Samuel Phillips Hall 
and Pine Knoll Cluster, the 
Andover Chapel Cemetery has 
stood for over two centuries 
as a memoir to Andover’s past, 
present, and future. The grave-
stones in the cemetery feature 
familiar names such as Ban-
croft, Graves, and Fuess, and 
continue to serve as a reminder 
of the legacy of notable figures 
at Andover to this day.

The cemetery also features 
six of Andover’s former head-
masters, all of whom serve as a 
part of Andover’s history — the 
fifth Head of School, Osgood 
Johnson, who led an anti-slav-
ery rebellion along with stu-
dents is buried in the Andover 
Chapel cemetery. Gail Ralston, 
Office Manager of the Chap-
laincy, noted that alongside 
the former Heads of School, 
instructors who enjoyed their 
teaching experience at Andover 
have also asked to be buried in 
the cemetery. The most recent 
burial was Dudley Fitz, who 
was known for his tendency to 
cancel his classes. 

“One of the more recent 
teacher’s names who also re-
cently had a plaque on the 
[Rebecca M. Sykes Wellness 
Center] was an English teach-
er named Dudley Fitz, who 
was known as the teacher who 
missed the most classes in the 
history of Andover. His grave-
stone is filled with pranks and 
entertaining elements as well, 
as visitors can only look at his 
grave marker when lying on 
their back and looking up,” said 
Ralston. 

According to Ralston, the 
idea of building a cemetery was 
first brought up after a Semi-
nary student died of illness in 
1810. To address this issue, An-
dover and the adjacent Sem-
inary collectively purchased 
land in order to provide their 
students with a proper burial. 

Ralston said, “The two main 
schools involved in building the 
cemetery itself were Andover 
and the Seminary, in which they 
built the cemetery in 1810. In 
the early 19th century, when a 
Seminary student named Lew-
is LeConte Congar died, they 
approached Isaac Blunt, who 

AARON CHUNG 
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Exploring the Chapel Cemetery: 
Living Proof of Campus History
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tions covered by The Phillipian will 
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ing, producing, or editing content 
regarding said organizations. 

The Phillipian welcomes all 
letters to the Editor. We try to print 
all letters, but because of space 
limitations, we enforce a 500-word 
limit. We reserve the right to edit 
all submitted letters. Letters must 
be responses to articles already 

published by The Phillipian. We 
will not publish any anonymous 
letters. Please submit letters by the 
Monday of each week to phillip-
ian@phillipian.net or to our news-
room in the basement of Morse 
Hall. 

To subscribe, email subscribe@
phillipian.net, or write to The Phil-
lipian, 180 Main Street,  Andover, 
Mass., 01810. 

All contents of The Phillipian 
copyright © 2018, The Trustees of 
Phillips Academy, Inc. Reproduc-
tion of any material herein with-
out the expressed written con-
sent of The Trustees of Phillips 
Academy, Inc. and the Editorial 
Board of The Phillipian is strictly 
prohibited.

Last week, in The Phillipian’s coverage of Adrienne Keene’s pre-
sentation, “Native Representations, Pop Culture, and Cultural Re-
sistance in Cyberspace,” The Phillipian printed a racial slur that is 
derogatory towards Native Americans. It was used in the context of 
the Washington football team’s name: once as a preface to a quota-
tion, and later in brackets within a quotation of Emma Slibeck ’20. 
The Phillipian recognizes the history of institutionalized genocide of 
Native peoples that the slur carries and the paper’s role in further 
normalizing this slur. The use of this slur not only trivializes this 
history of genocidal violence  but also contributes to the ongoing 
oppression of Native peoples and the dismissal of the diversity of 
Native cultures. 

The Phillipian currently does not have a policy regarding hate 
speech, but has been taking steps to draft such a policy in order to 
ensure that the printing of racial slurs and other forms of harmful 
speech is prevented. This incident has further underscored the ne-
cessity of such policy. The Phillipian deeply regrets printing the ra-
cial slur and subjecting Native American members of the Andover 
community to the hurtful, disempowering, and traumatizing impli-
cations of this word.

This editorial represents the views of The Phillipian, vol. CXLII.

On Harmful Speech

Editorial

Easy Admission for the Genetically Fit
CASSIDY SADOWSKI

G.HORNSBY /THE PHILLIP
IA

N

Cassidy Sadowski is a 
two-year Lower from East 
Grand Rapids, MI. Contact 
the author at csadows-
ki22@andover.edu.

RECENTLY, THE NEWS 
has been flooded with 
talk of advancements in 

genetic engineering, college ad-
missions scandals, and the chal-
lenges of social and economic 
stratification. Though it seems 
impossible, I believe we’re soon 
going to be in a place where we 
have to find a way to balance and 
deal with all of these topics si-
multaneously. As those of higher 
socioeconomic classes have been 
paying for their children’s ad-
mission to private institutions, 
why not pay to engineer the per-
fect child, who can excel on their 
own? For Andover, genetic engi-
neering could create admissions 
scandals and spell destruction 
for the efforts put into ensuring 
the diversity of the social and 
economic classes of the student 
body; for society at large, it could 
mean permanent social stagna-
tion and subjugation for those in 
the working class.

In 2018, the world of genetic 
engineering was turned on its 
head. According to MIT Tech-
nology Review, Chinese scientist 
Xinzhu Wei reengineered the ge-
netic make-up of a pair of twin ba-

bies to make them resistant to the 
HIV virus. Although his actions 
were unapproved and untested, it 
was nonetheless a groundbreak-
ing and life-changing procedure. 
As of now, the long term effects of 
this procedure remain unknown, 
and a complete understanding of 
the CCR5 gene he cut out has not 
been obtained. Further testing, 
now that the twins are one year 
old, shows that the deletion of 
this gene created a chain reaction 
which, in effect, increased their 
IQ, memory capacity, and speed 
of recovery after a stroke. 

With the development of 
CRISPR and other methods of 
genetic engineering, the future 
of designer babies is near. The 
ability to increase a human’s IQ 
and skill level could have major 
impacts on the demographics of 
private institutions such as An-
dover. Considering that admis-

sion decisions are made using 
test scores, grades, and resumes, 
though there is always an attempt 
to look at people more holistically, 
those genetically fitter will have 
the advantage. An increase in I  Q 
will make tests like the infamous 
SAT an easier task to both study 
for and ace. Additionally, classes 
for the genetically modified could 
be a breeze, or, alternatively, the 
difficulty of classes could increase 
accordingly to meet their level 
of academic need, leaving those 
with an undoctored IQ behind. 
Supplementally, resume build-
ing will be easy for those with 
an enhanced set of skills. In this 
future, the needs of the naturally 
conceived will be harder to meet 
due to society’s inane desire to 
nurture the gifted. Spending time 
advancing the most capable, well-
rounded students is a practice 
seen at almost every school in 
the nation. Throughout time, the 
most competitive and progressive 
careers will become more and 
more populated by the geneti-

cally fit, leaving the naturally con-
ceived with more basic, lowe jobs. 
Though this separation is an issue 
we already face, it is attributed to 
differences in upbringing and ed-
ucation, not genetic makeup; the 
future of genetically fit humans 
only exacerbates the problem 
society is already struggling to 
combat. Blocking access to these 
better career paths makes it only 
more difficult to ascend in social 
class.  Society’s elite will consist 
strictly of those with a genetically 
altered, superior genome.

The price tag that comes with 
designer babies creates a greater 
divide between social classes, 
making elite programs even more 
accessible for the privileged. 
Though Andover is a very di-
verse community, it is also an im-
mensely privileged community. 
However, as the population be-
comes more selectively designed, 
access to privileged communities 
like Andover will become more 
restricted to those who can afford 
to genetically be the ‘best’. Admis-
sions scandals, as we see them to-
day, are already centered around 
having the financial means to get 
into an institution of choice. Pay-
ing to improve the genetic make-
up of a child is equivalent to pay-
ing to better their opportunities. 
Without the means to afford to 
genetically engineer a child’s lev-
el of IQ, fitness, or talent within 
the arts, lower-class children are 
immediately pushed a step back 
from their competitors, when it 
comes to excelling at anything. 
Considering the ability to create a 
perfect child exists, how will the 
rest of us be able to compete?

If admission to Andover be-
comes suddenly more obtainable 
for the genetically engineered, 
and less for others, how could An-
dover balance its desires to both 
stay an intentionally diverse com-
munity and one of the top schools 
in the nation? The benefits of 
Andover’s diverse community 
are endless. The ability to learn 
from the cultures, backgrounds, 
and beliefs of people from differ-
ent places is a blessing that most 
don’t receive. In the future, if An-
dover does manage to find a way 
to balance this diversity between 
the privileged, genetically fit, 
and those that come from a more 
challenged background, could 
they exist in harmony together as 
equals? Would there be a clear di-
vide, or would students embrace 
these differences and learn from 
each others’ wildly different up-
bringing and genetic makeup?

Furthermore, as we get closer 
to becoming a genetically de-
signed society, being aware of 
privilege and access to success 
starting from the most basic com-
ponent of human development is 
important to the integrity and de-
velopment of private institutions. 
I appreciate all I am exposed to at 
Andover and I can only hope the 
future of Andover’s student body 
has access to the same diversity 
and perspectives as I.

K. Ramratnam/the phillipian

CORRECTIONS 10/18

News misattributed a photo. David Zhu took lede photo.   
News misattributed an article. Hannah Justicz wrote “Andover Students Lead Third HackNEHS Hackathon.”
News misattributed a photo. Amelia Meyer took the photo of Marcus Sapuppo. 
News mistranscribed a quote. Unseated was supposed to say Unneeded. 
News mistranscribed a quote.  Forgotten nations was supposed to say First Nations. 
News misstated a fact. Emily Huang was a member of Photon.
News misstated a name. Josephine Banson performed with Photon in Grasshopper.
Eighth Page did not attribute a graphic. Jeremy Zhou created the Mad Lib graphic. 
Arts misstated a name. Jeffrey Steele was a producer for Grasshopper.
Arts misspelled a name. Donnally Williams was part of the soundboard for Grasshopper.
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WHEN I WAS EIGHT 
years old, I spilled 
scorching hot coffee 

on myself while unsuccessfully 
attempting to reach for a mug 
on a high kitchen cabinet. As the 
coffee mug fell from my hands 
and down from the cabinet, the 
steaming liquid poured out, in-
stantly piercing through my 
delicate baby skin and causing a 
stinging pain I will never be able 
to forget. My mom tells me that 
she was so frightened that night 
that her hands trembled on the 
steering wheel as she drove me 
to the hospital. For the next two 
weeks, I was stuck in the burn 
center, where my life was a daily 
repetition of morning treatments 
and evening dressings. Living 
with a huge bandage covering 
the left side of my face and arm 
was quite burdensome, as it took 
me so much effort just to eat. 
Thanks to the careful treatment 
of my doctor and other hospital 
staff, I left the burn center two 
weeks later with the burn on 
my face completely gone. How-
ever, the deeper wound on my 
right arm still remains as a scar, 
an oval patch of skin slightly 
darker than the other parts, re-
minding me of the two weeks of 
intense pain I endured from my 
burn. I often wondered to myself 
whether a drug could have ex-
pedited my healing process and 
saved me from the weeks of pain 
I remember so vividly.

I recently stumbled across 
a revolutionary new type of 
burn therapy online, called 
ExpressGraft. ExpressGraft 
is a type of gene therapy that 
consists of inserting a gene 
with the correct version of 
DNA into the cells of the pa-
tient. ExpressGraft didn’t ex-
ist back when I burned myself 
seven years ago, but even if it 
had, it’s unlikely that I could 
have afforded to receive gene 
therapy to treat my burn, as 
these types of treatments can 

cost hundreds of thousands of 
dollars. According to a recent 
survey by the “Insurance Jour-
nal”, most insurance compa-
nies do not cover this class of 
therapy or only allow it after 
all other options have been ex-
hausted, preventing numerous 
burn patients from receiving 
this life-changing treatment. I 
believe patients should receive 
the best care available, even 
if the drug has a significant 
price-tag, because coverage 
of next-generation drugs pro-
motes further drug innovation 
and prevents costly long-term 
complications. 

The reason why the road to 
new methods of treatment and 
technologies is far and rough 
for many patients suffering 
from rare illnesses is due to 
our current healthcare system. 
Some in the U.S.A. blame high 
drug prices for unaffordable 
health care, but in reality, drug 
prices constitute a minor por-
tion of healthcare spending. 
According to the Common-

wealth Fund, the healthcare 
system of the United States 
ranks last out of the eleven 
wealthiest nations around the 
world, even though the U.S.A., 
spent 3.5 billion dollars in 
healthcare in 2017. However, 
spending on pharmaceutical 
drugs only constitutes 10 per-
cent of all healthcare spend-
ing. It is lack of significant 
drug coverage by insurance 
companies that results in low 
patient access to necessary 
drugs. As this shows, criticism 
toward high drug prices by the 
public may not be very accu-
rate as most healthcare costs 
come from physician services 
and hospital care and lack of 
coverage is due to insurance 
companies making profits off 
patients. For that reason, near-
ly one in two sick Americans, 
even those who are health in-
surance holders, are unable to 
afford healthcare, according 
to a new analysis by the Kai-
ser Family Foundation. This 
is a huge problem—the over-

whelming costs of the drugs 
should never be an obstacle for 
patients receiving treatment.

 The public needs to focus 
more on core issues such as 
reducing costs for physician 
services and hospital care as 
well as limiting the profitabil-
ity of insurance companies. It 
is very inefficient if new, effec-
tive technology and treatment 
is not widely used by patients, 
and it would just be the phar-
maceutical companies wasting 
money and effort on develop-
ing meaningless drugs if only 
a small amount of people are 
able to afford the costs. While 
ExpressGraft can actually save 
patients money in the future, 
our ineffective healthcare 
system is unable to make that 
happen. 

There is a reason why these 
drugs are covered by insuranc-
es. Pharmaceutical companies 
require adequate profits in or-
der to continue manufacturing 
and researching new drugs. It 
is the wide belief of the public 
that it is very expensive to de-
velop a drug, which is partially 
true and is what the pharma-
ceutical industries want peo-
ple to know. This means that 
negotiations conducted by 
insurance companies to lower 
the cost of the drugs would be 
futile, as the pharmaceutical 
companies themselves need to 
earn money to continue their 
business of developing new 
drugs and cures for rare ill-
nesses. Also, because the num-
ber of patients using these dif-
ferent insurance companies is 
so scattered, negotiations to 
lower the price of the drugs is 
getting harder for the insur-
ance companies to achieve. 

For instance, Zolgensma, 
a drug used to treat spinal 
muscular atrophy, a genetic 
disorder characterized by the 
steady depletion of muscles 
used for movement, according 
to the U.S.A. Library of Medi-
cine, is extremely high-priced 
compared to other drugs used 
to treat the same illness like 
Spinraza. However, the dif-
ference is that Zolgensma is 
a one-time treatment, that ul-
timately reduces healthcare 
expenses. Zolgensma would 
cost less than other drugs that 
require to be regularly paid 
for and used over the course 
of many years, but patients 
eliminate Zolgensma as a vi-

able treatment option when 
they see the 2.125 million dol-
lars price tag, especially since 
it is covered by less than half 
of insurance companies due to 
its expensive cost. This makes 
it virtually inaccessible to pa-
tients.

Similarly, ExpressGraft, the 
gene therapy treatment for 
burn patients, is most likely 
not to be covered by most 
health insurances due to the 
cost. ExpressGraft is not yet 
F.D.A. approved, and there is 
a very low possibility it will 
be in the future. ExpressGraft 
may not be covered on health 
insurance for burn patients 
because it is so expensive, but 
gene therapy, in the long run, 
works a lot better for these pa-
tients, as it reduces instances 
of infection, inflammation, 
reclosure, etc. This actually 
helps patients save money, be-
cause in the future they do not 
have to pay for multiple other 
treatments caused by infec-
tions.

The best solution for this 
problem is public healthcare 
coverage for all U.S.A. citi-
zens and the advocacy of using 
drugs that, in the long run, can 
be economical. Healthcare is 
cheaper when offered through 
the government because there 
is increased negotiating power 
with more patients covered. 
With more coverage, an in-
creased number of patients 
receive the drug more con-
sistently, which results in the 
manufacturers actually mak-
ing more money. Also, more 
people should be aware and 
eager to solve healthcare is-
sues, so that there can be more 
discourse between the phar-
maceutical companies and 
public insurance companies 
to lower the costs of the drugs 
and make it more accessible to 
the public. With the prices of 
gene therapy negotiated due to 
public health insurance, I may 
have been able to use Express-
Graft as a way of my treatment, 
and the scar on my right arm 
would have disappeared! 

J O H N -
son and McCarthy in ’68; 

Ford and Regan in ’76; Carter and 
Kennedy in ’80; H.W. Bush and 
Buchanon in ’92. Each of these is 
an example of when a member of 
the incumbent president’s own 
political party decided to run 
against the president looking 
for reelection to a second term. 
With the exception of Lyndon 
Johnson, who dropped out of 
the race in 1968, each of the sit-
ting presidents was able to win 
their respective nominations 
despite the serious challengers. 
However, all of them eventually 
lost to the opposing party in the 
general election: a party that had 
become so divided by two pas-
sionate campaigners with enor-
mous support stood no chance 
against the united front of the 
other party. 

Initially, when former Illinois 
Representative Joe Walsh an-
nounced his bid for the 2020 Re-
publican nomination, people im-
mediately looked toward these 
disastrous past examples. Some 

were optimistic, hoping that 
Walsh would disrupt the GOP 
enough to distract President 
Trump and allow a Democratic 
nominee to regain control of the 
White House. Some were skep-
tical, pointing towards Walsh’s 
past support of Trump and wild 
statements on Twitter (remind 
you of anyone?)  as proof that he 
was not only unfit for office but 
also unable to deter President 
Trump, whom was amassed a 
significantly larger following 
over the past several years. 

However, I pose a third view-
point. I believe that Joe Walsh’s 
unexpected bid for office, an 
attempt to thwart President 
Trump and lead the Republicans 
who are seemingly dissatisfied 
with President Trump’s antics 
in office, will only serve to fuel 
President Trump’s re-election 
bid.

Even more potentially trou-
bling for people hoping for Pres-
ident Trump departure, Walsh’s 
campaign may actually force 
anti-Trump Republican voters to 
vote between several meaning-
less candidates instead of siding 
with the Democratic nominee. 
Now, not only is Walsh not gain-
ing any ground toward a White 
House spot, but he is actually as-
sisting Trump, essentially stop-
ping many key Republican vot-
ers from switching sides in 2020. 

Walsh is quick to criticize 
President Trump for his lies and 
despicable behavior while in of-
fice, even though his past state-

ments, especially on Twitter, 
have been just as if not more con-
troversial than that of President 
Trump himself. The main victim 
of Walsh’s racially-charged and 
rhetoric-heavy tweets and ac-
cusations was then-President 
Barack Obama. Here are some 
examples of Walsh’s past attacks:

“The single greatest act of rac-
ism in American history was the 
election of Barack Obama. Peo-
ple voted for him simply because 
he was black.”

“Obama never let a voter feel 
his birth certificate.” (With a gif 
of a woman feeling President 
Trump’s hair, supposedly to 
prove its authenticity)

“I have a right to pray to what-
ever God I want to pray to. I have 
a right to call Obama a Muslim 
and call Trump a thin-skinned 
ego maniac. I have a right to use 
an AR-15 to defend my family 
and my home. That’s America. 
Get off my lawn.”

President Trump, while con-
troversial, still maintains a stran-
glehold on the GOP electorate 
(His approval rating among 
registered Republican voters 
is a steady 57 percent). Despite 
his troubling national approval 
rating (hovering around 45-50 
percent) in a year with a strong 
economy, President Trump will 
not be shaken off by the Repub-
lican nomination by Joe Walsh. 
Moreover, recent polls have es-
timated that Walsh is hovering 
around 1 percent support. How-
ever, even that number seems to 

be a blatant exaggeration when 
stacked next to another shock-
ing (or expected fact): Walsh 
has raised a measly 0.04 percent 
of President Trump’s total cam-
paign funds. It’s a number that 
alone shuts Walsh’s presidential 
bid down. Voters will not sud-
denly seek Walsh for his Tea 
Party background and brief term 
in Congress in 2010. 

In a normal election year, it 
would make eminent sense to 
challenge Trump in the prima-
ries. His low approval rating 
and controversial actions in of-
fice have set him up for strong 
challengers in 2020. That kind 
of number is an invitation to 
face a challenge, and as presi-
dents Johnson, Ford, Carter, and 
H.W Bush learned the hard way, 
internal and third-party chal-
lenges almost certainly mean an 

Election Day loss. However, Joe 
Walsh cannot construct a con-
vincing campaign against Presi-
dent Trump. He simply lacks the 
charisma, base of support, and 
influence of President Trump. 
It is a changed GOP in 2019, and 
while President Trump has built 
his presidency on stalwart and 
controversial policies, the Re-
publicans have mainly rallied be-
hind him for a 2020 reelection.

So Joe Walsh, if you truly be-
lieve that President Trump is 
unfit for office, then instead of 
running a counterproductive 
internal party campaign, try 
to communicate with the anti-
Trump Republican voters who 
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When: June 8 to 21
Program Director: Hijoo Son

This program focuses on interrogating the history of the changing 
relationship between Japan and Korea, and specifically how they 

have moved from “friendly neighbors” to antagonists. Students will 
visit the major urban centers of Japan (Tokyo, Osaka, Kyoto, Hiro-
shima) and South Korea (Seoul, Pusan, Kyungju) to learn how the 
history of Japanese imperialism and colonization impacted South 

Korea’s narrative and cultural legacy.

Japan and Korea: 
Neighborly Contestations 

(LITW)
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Introducing the Five New Learning In The World and Affiliate Programs

REPORTING BY ERIN KIM

When: Spring Break
Program Director: Erin Strong

Program Teachers: Kiran Bhardwaj

Niswarth Earth 2019 will work in conjunction with 
Green Camp at The Green School, local environmen-

tal organizations, and Balinese students to understand 
sustainable ways of living, reconnect with nature, 

build cross-culture empathy through recognizing the 
shared humanity, practice humility, and increase ca-

pacity building so that students learn how to respond 
to domestic and international issues.

Bali Niswarth Earth
(LITW) When: Two and a half weeks in June

Program Director: Edwin Escobar
Program Teachers: Michael Kuta

BarçaPA is for students interested in understanding Spanish cul-
ture and language through visiting important landmarks, as well 

as participating in Spain’s national sport: soccer (more commonly 
known as football). In Barcelona, students will explore historical 
monuments such as La Basilica de la Sagrada Familia and La Pe-

drera, and they will also visit Camp Nou to learn about the connec-
tion that the people of Catalonia have with their soccer club, Bar-
celona FC. Then, in Sitges, students will engage in La Masia style 

soccer training program and visit world famous local art museums. 

BarçaPA (LITW)

When: Florence (July 4-17 and July 17-30), Rome (July 18-30), Tuscany (July 30-August 8)
Prerequisite: At least one school year of reading original or slightly adapted Latin texts is required for all three programs. 

This program is for students interested in advancing their ability to read Latin through reviewing Latin grammar, reading the 
great authors of Latin literature, exploring the historical treasures of the chosen city, and taking trips to the churches, museums, 
and monuments. Each day, students read, translate, and discuss Latin literature in an interactive environment with their mentor. 

Italy Calder Classics - Rome, Florence, or 
Tuscany (Affiliate Program)

When Safi Zenger ’20 at-
tended an information ses-
sion for School Year Abroad 
(S.Y.A.) during her Lower 
year, she did not expect that 
she would spend her Upper 
year abroad. At the event, 
however, Zenger stumbled 
upon a brochure for S.Y.A. It-
aly that led her to seriously 
consider the possibility.

“I didn’t know about 
[S.Y.A.] at all. I mean, I heard 
of it, but in my head a year 
abroad seemed like a long 
time, and I was not into the 
idea of leaving for a whole 
year. It seemed really stress-
ful and hard, difficult. A lot. 
It was never something I 
thought I would do,” said Ze-
nger.

Despite her initial hesita-
tion, Zenger decided to apply 
to the program. After she was 
accepted, Zenger spent her 
Upper year in Viterbo, the site 
of S.Y.A. Italy since its found-
ing in 2001. Zenger arrived 
in Viterbo, a city 64 miles 
northwest of Rome, without 
knowing how to speak Ital-
ian, which made it difficult to 
speak with her host mother. 
With some patience, however, 

the two eventually developed 
a shared understanding. 

“The language was defi-
nitely hard. Not knowing how 
to speak Italian, I couldn’t 
communicate with my host 
parent… which was hard. But 
over time… I started to learn 
more and she started to learn 
a few English words, and we 
kind of met in the middle and 
made it work,” said Zenger.

While Zenger enjoyed a 
new level of freedom in Ita-
ly, she also learned to abide 
by rules that differed from 
Andover’s. Zenger described 
using one of these rules as a 
way to connect with her host 
family.  

“At Andover, I can study 
through dinner if I want to 
prioritize my work, but there, 
I had to have dinner with my 
host family every day… and I 
couldn’t sacrifice their values 
to meet mine. I had to go back 
to living with a family,” said 
Zenger.

Besides Zenger’s enjoyable 
experiences in Italy, she em-
phasized that her year abroad 
did not come without chal-
lenges as well. 

“A lot of people joke that 
it was a vacation, but it was 
definitely not a vacation. 
There were a lot of obstacles 

and challenges I didn’t think 
about before I got there,” said 
Zenger. 

Founded in 1964 by Clark 
Vaughan, former Instructor in 
Spanish, S.Y.A. offers students 
like Zenger the opportunity 
for linguistic and cultural im-
mersion, according to Carmen 
Muñoz-Fernández, Director 
of Learning in the World and 
Instructor in Spanish.

“We think [S.Y.A.] has 
benefited tremendously the 
Academy because our stu-
dents have been provided an 
opportunity for many years, 
not only for the language 
immersion but also for the 
cultural immersion to live in 
another country. Students to 
go to S.Y.A. Italy even though 
they do not have any connec-
tions to Italy. They want to ex-
perience what it is like to live 
in a different country, meet a 
host family, and actually get 
out of their comfort zone,” 
said Muñoz-Fernández.

In preparation for her trip, 
Zenger knew that she would 
miss certain aspects of her 
life at Andover. When Ze-
nger returned to Andover this 
year, she realized that she 
had missed even more while 
abroad. 

“There were things I knew 

I would miss. I knew I would 
miss my friends and my dorm, 
but there were things that 
when I came back, I appreci-
ated more. Even the view of 
the bell tower, because I live 
in the Quads I pass it on the 
way to my dorm. Sometimes 
I think about how cool it is 
that we have two museums 
on campus, that we have an 
observatory on campus,” said 
Zenger. 

Now back at Andover for 
her final year, Zenger is excit-
ed to be with her friends and 
make new connections as a 
proctor in Johnson House. 

“In my last year at Andover, 
I’m looking forward to spend-
ing time with my friends, 
bonding with the new people 
in my dorm, and graduating,” 
said Zenger.

Safi Zenger ’20 Reflects on School Year Abroad in Italy

PHIL KO

COURTESY OF SAFI ZENGER
Safi Zenger ’20 had the oppportunity to visit the sights of the Italy, includ-
ing the Vatican Museums, pictured above. 

When: August 1 to 16
Prerequisite: Participants should have a basic reading knowl-

edge of Attic Greek. 

This program is an intensive introduction to spoken Attic 
Greek. In two seminar-style meetings every day, students will 
engage with pieces of Greek literature and philosophy. There 
will also be optional programming designed to build partic-
ipants’ capability to read and speak Greek, such as Strips to 
historic sites, and lectures that focus on classic and modern 
Greek culture. Students will stay in the village of Selianitika 
and classes will take place in a garden by the nearby beach. 

Greece Paideia 
Institute, Athens: 

Living Greek in Greece 
(Affiliate Program)
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NEWS IN BRIEF

This Week:
• The 2019-2020 Directory was released online on 

October 19, containing the information of current 
faculty and students. The 2018-2019 Directory can be 
recycled in the mailroom. 

• Campuses Against Cancer collected donations 
at the Andover Girls Soccer Game on Saturday, 
October 19. Proceeds will be donated to the American 
Cancer Society. The soccer team wore pink uniforms 
and some team members dyed their hair pink to 
show solidarity with those affected by breast cancer. 

• The Tang Institute hosted a Learning in the World 
Open House on Saturday, October 19 for parents 
weekend, showcasing trips led by both Andover fac-

ulty and affiliate programs. Parents were welcomed 
by faculty members, global ambassadors, and repre-
sentatives from affiliate programs who spoke of their 
respective trips.Abbot Grant proposals were due on 
Monday, October 21st. Ranging from a few hundred 
dollars to thousands of dollars, Abbot Grants finan-
cially support the goals of members of the Andover 
community and are sponsored by the Abbot Academy 
Fund. 

• Abbot Grant proposals were due on Monday, 
October 21. Ranging from a few hundred dollars to 
thousands of dollars, Abbot Grants financially sup-
port the goals of members of the Andover community 
and are sponsored by the Abbot Academy Fund. 

• Af-Lat-Am hosted a movie night on Friday, 
October 18 at 5 p. m., showing “All-American” in the 
Office of Community and Multicultural Engagement 
(CAMD). This is Af-Lat-Am’s second screening of 
“All-American,” following the first screening last 
Friday.

Looking Ahead: 
• Flagstaff and Pine Knoll Clusters are co-hosting the 

annual Halloween Dance on Friday, October 26. 
The dance will happen in Borden Gym.  

• The Blue Key Heads will lead Spirit Week from 
November 4 to November 8. The themes are Twin 
Day, Beach Day, Blast from the Past Day, Exeter Geek 
Day, and Big Blue Spirit Day. 

REPORTING BY LAURA OSPINA

Seeking Educational Equity 
and Diversity (SEED) and Ando-
ver White Anti-Racist Education 
(AWARE) are two new faculty 
groups which give adults on cam-
pus the opportunities to converse 
about the needs of students. SEED 
works towards social justice at 
the personal and institutional lev-
els, while AWARE, now in its sec-
ond year, is a discussion group for 
white-identifying faculty. 

Dr. Peggy McIntosh, Senior 
Research Scientist of the Welles-
ley Centers for Women at Welles-
ley College, founded the National 
SEED Project in 1987. According 
to its website, the National SEED 
Project consists of “peer-led” 
seminars amongst teachers to dis-
cuss issues of equity and diversity 
on their campuses. Andover con-
ducted a SEED seminar two years 
ago, but none have occurred since 
then. After attending training this 
past summer, Deborah Olander, 
Instructor in Mathematics, Sta-
tistics, & Computer Science, and 

Susan Esty, Director of Wellness 
Education, decided to recontinue 
SEED sessions for the year.

“The program sort of expand-
ed to look at all systems of op-
pression in the settings of schools 
and help[s] educators think about 
how they can build supportive 
communities that break down 
systems of oppression,” said 
Olander.

According to Olander, the 
group meets once or twice a 
month in ninety minute sessions. 
Topics include race, ethnicity, 
gender, sexual identity, ability, 
class, and socioeconomic class. 
Besides directly confronting so-
cial issues, the group also builds 
a great community, and helps the 
faculty learn more about each 
other.

“It’s a way for faculty and staff 
to get to know each other better 
and to get to know what our back-
grounds are and that we come 
from very different backgrounds. 
We do a lot of personal reflection 
and sharing of that,” said Olander.

In an email to The Phillipian, 
Esty wrote, “Faculty discuss is-
sues of equity and inclusion a lot 

of the time. I think it’s both nor-
mal for this campus and import-
ant for any school community to 
be having conversations about 
diversity, equity, and inclusion. 
I’m grateful to have so many col-
leagues who value this work.” 

AWARE was started by 
Olander for white-identifying fac-
ulty to discuss their roles as allies 
and educators on a multicultural 
campus.

Olander said “I didn’t see a 
formal way for white people to 
come together and talk about 
their racial identity and the role 
that they can play in creating eq-
uity on campus. There are a lot of 
well-intentioned people on cam-
pus thinking about those things, 
but there’s no formal organization 
around that. I felt [that] faculty of 
color were doing the most heavy 
lifting in terms of identifying is-
sues or looking for ways to create 
more equity, so [AWARE] sort of 
formalizes that.”

Faculty in AWARE work on 
increasing their understanding of 
white supremacy, and how racism 
functions in modern society. One 
of their priorities is learning and 

practicing active and effective al-
lyship.

“In AWARE, we are discussing 
our own understanding of our ra-
cial identity as white people, the 
role we play as white people, and 
the role that whiteness plays in 
society. We’re doing our own ed-
ucation, and we’re also trying to 
identify places on campus where 
we might be able to have an in-
fluence. It remind[s] [us] that we 
need to be in solidarity with peo-
ple of color on this campus and 
[it] identif[ies] opportunities for 
us to play a more active role,” said 
Olander.

AWARE currently includes 
almost fifty faculty members. 
According to Olander, this num-
ber is around three times higher 
than the number of participants 
last year. Caleb Blackburn-John-
son ’22 feels that these types of 
groups are extremely important 
to have, and that with many facul-
ty members involved, the themes 
discussed can “trickle down” to 
the student body and have a larg-
er impact. 

“I think [these groups are] a 
really important thing, especial-

ly because if we want to have a 
community of inclusion and di-
versity, that leadership needs to 
come from the top. And if teach-
ers are willing to discuss these is-
sues, then they’ll be also willing to 
bring it into the classroom, which 
is really essential towards culti-
vating community acceptance,” 
said Blackburn-Johnson.

As part of the efforts of creating 
and running SEED and AWARE, 
Olander uses historical context 
in recognizing the Andover insti-
tution as a unique and necessary 
space to have conversations about 
inclusion and multiculturalism. 

“The Andover community was 
established in 1778 for wealthy 
white men, and we carry on the 
legacy of that kind of institution. 
We have to be very intentional 
about what remains from that 
history and acknowledge that his-
tory. We built this beautiful mul-
ticultural community, but it’s not 
perfect yet. It’s not perfect any-
where yet, but I think it has to be 
a very intentional effort to build a 
very healthy multicultural com-
munity,” said Olander. 

ALEX ZHANG

Faculty Groups Discuss Effective Allyship on Campus
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?Nikol Moshenska ’21 is a new Upper from Dnipro, Ukraine. 
Moshenska, who lives in Adams House, came to the U.S. to 

pursue her passion for computer science and robotics. In the 
Ukraine, Moshenske was a model, and also created the first 
sensor for air pollution in her country. She has also worked 
as a trainee for software development company RubyGa-

rage’s Ruby on Rails program, where she learned how to code 
applications to create schedules and to-do lists to aid with 

productivity. 
Could you describe your experience in Ukraine ver-

sus your experience here?
There’s a big difference between the educational system 

in Ukraine and the U.S.... We never did analyzed readings [in 
Ukraine], so it’s so complicated for me. For example, I read 
that this character is smoking. For me, she’s just smoking. 
But here, we should understand that this is a symbol of her 
life, she’s upset with her life and that’s why she’s smoking. 
And it reflects her future and I’m like, “No, I can’t see it, I’m 
sorry.” But I enjoy [my] experience here a lot. People here 
are wonderful, they’re super smart, kind, and talented and 
each person has his or her own story. I have a lot of friends 
and I feel like I can ask [anyone] for help and they will help 
me. It’s very different from my own country.

So why did you decide to go to high school in America? 
I always dreamt of a good education abroad, and the level 

of education in my country is not [that] high. Also, I’m in-

terested in computer science and robotics, and these fields, 
we don’t study them a lot in Ukraine. I don’t know– I always 
had [the] American dream. My parents wanted me to study 
in Europe, but I [did not want to.] So I found the program 
called Ukraine Global Scholars, and I applied to it. We also 
have two Seniors here from this program, and so I applied. 
I applied to 10 different schools but Andover was my top 
choice, and when I got in I was the happiest person ever.

Could you describe your involvement with 
modeling? 

I was a model in Ukraine, but it was mostly a hobby. Mod-
eling is kind of a funny thing, [as] people usually assume if 
you’re a model, you’re not very smart because models are 
just pretty girls. But it was a good experience. I thought 
about going to China for modeling, but I prefer studying 
here in high school because if you sign the contract, you’ll 
go and spend half a year or a year there and I decided that I 
needed to spend this time on my education.

How did you get into computer science? 
It all started with my dad. He was a programmer, and he 

pushed me. I started with Scratch. At first I hated it, my fa-
ther really pushed me, he was like “Nikol you should do it, 
if you will not do it you will not succeed.” I was like “No, I 
don’t want to.” But then one time... he really wanted to have 
a flashlight and we never found it in the stores, so my father 
asked me to create it by myself. I did it with LED lights and 
it was my first robotics project. I decided that this type of 
programming that connected with robotics was the perfect 
match for me, because I really enjoy when I can see the final 
result. 

I created the first sensor in Ukraine that measured pol-
lution in the air. It’s the first accessible sensor. It measures 
small particles in the air that can stop on your hair, and then 
go into your lungs, [which is] very dangerous. So I explore[d] 
maps and they have this sensor all around the world but not 
in Ukraine. Not one sensor. So I [made] it, and it was a cool 
project. I feel that I can bring something to the community 
with my work, because it really helps. It helped my grand-
mother, it helped my mother, it helped my friends.

Are you part of Robotics as a sport?
I’m not, but I’ll be in the winter because this term I decid-

ed to do a sport. Now I’m taking dance. I really wanted to 
take volleyball, but I missed tryouts. It’s okay, I enjoy dance 
here.I really want to try water polo in the spring. I don’t 
know why. It’s funny– I went to the water polo match during 
Andover/Exeter and it was super exciting, and then I met a 
girl and she was from the waterpolo team, and she [told me], 
“Oh, Nikol, you should join us,” and I was like, “Okay!”

What are some of the most significant cultural differences? 
I think what I was really shocked about is everyone is asking 

“Hi, how are you?” At first I was really confused. I didn’t know 
[if ] should I answer or not, I was like, “Are you really asking 
me?” But I think the people here are more tolerant. I don’t know 
about Americans, but in this school, people are very close and 
you enjoy the person, whoever it is. In Ukraine it’s more like you 
have standards, and if you’re not in the standards, you can be 
bullied. I never [see] people bullied here. I know it happens, but 
here it’s [a] very warm community

What do you do as a trainee for RubyGarage? 
It all started with my dad, he wanted to study Ruby on Rails, 

and I was like, “Okay, let’s try.” 
I had my own application to create [my] own schedule and 

list. The thing is, if you will participate in the program you will 
learn how to program on Ruby on Rails and how to use rec pro-
gramming, but in fact when I did this project for this school, I 
already learned how to use [Ruby on Rails]. So basically I did ev-
erything I needed to do in the course before the course started. 
But it was a good experience. [I learned] about rec programming 
and we learned Ruby on Rails, but the most significant thing for 
me was this application because it helped me a lot when plan-
ning my day.

What do you miss about Ukraine the most?
I miss my family of course. I’m trying not to think about it 

when I’m here, but I have two little brothers, and sometimes I 
think that I’m gonna miss the[m] growing up. I’ll miss their ex-
perience in kindergarten, in school, and I think, “Oh my God, 
they need [their] older sister to be with them.”

But I know that they are happy for me and they are proud of 
me and so I feel responsible to be successful here because I want 
them to feel happy for me.

What’s your favorite place on campus?
It’s the gym. I never thought that I would go to the gym, be-

cause I never did before... But here, the first time I saw it, I [said], 
“Oh my god, it’s impressive,” and now I spend every day in the 
gym for an hour or two hours. Also now I know how to connect 
my studying with my sports. For example, I run and at the same 
time watch educational videos. I kind of do two things at the 
same time so it’s productive. And the atmosphere there, every-
one’s like working and pushing, and I’m like, “Yes!”

What’s your favorite food? 
This is kind of strange, but I really enjoy fruit and chocolate 

milk. I mean, the food here is really good, especially when they 
have chicken nuggets. And I love to create the waffles. But I’m 
so impressed that they have fruit all the time, like for me it’s the 
best food ever. And pineapples, we don’t usually have pineapples 
in Ukraine, so here I’m eating it everyday. 
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ran a tavern right where Paresky 
Commons is placed now. They 
negotiated to purchase one acre 
of land from Blunt in order to 
bury their students. In fact, sev-
eral graves in the cemetery are 
actually students like Congar, 
who died during their studies.”

In subsequent years, family 
members of students and pro-
fessors were given permission to 
be buried in the Andover Chapel 
cemetery as well. Around 1896, 
Harriet Beecher Stowe, author 
of “Uncle Tom’s Cabin,” request-
ed that both her husband, a for-
mer professor at the Seminary, 
and her favorite son be buried 
together in the Andover Chapel 
cemetery.

Ralston said, “After arriving 
to Andover in 1852, [Stowe and 
her husband] bought the work-
shop building for Seminary stu-
dents, renovating it into Stowe 
House. The reason the Stowes 
are buried here is because during 

their residence, one of their sons 
Henry died in Dartmouth from 
a drowning accident and was 
brought to Andover for burial. 
Since Henry was Harriet’s favor-
ite son, she wished to be buried 
with him when she died.”

According to Kevin Block, 
Manager of Grounds, it was not 
until 1908 that the cemetery 
had its current form and design.  
Block noted that the architects 
not only designed the cemetery 
itself, but they also provided a 
layout for future years that are 
followed to this day.  

“Originally, the cemetery 
started out as one acre, with no 
design whatsoever. But at one 
point it expanded to two acres, 
because too many people were 
starting to be buried there. After 
that, the Olmsted brothers, who 
were famous architects in the 
whole country, came and laid it 
out, providing with future plans 
as well,” said Block. 

Currently, the workers of Of-
fice of the Physical Plant clean 
the graves and cemetery on a 
weekly basis for maintenance, 

while also working on renova-
tions and long-term projects 
such as planting trees. 

Block said, “From our stand-
point as grounds managers, 
we are in the cemetery week-
ly, spending our time mowing, 
weed whacking, and making 
sure all the stones are clean. It 
is pretty time consuming from 
that standpoint. Throughout the 
year, we are working on projects 
here and there just to keep up 
the maintenance. We are cur-
rently almost finished with our 
project of renovating the south 
and west walls of the cemetery. 
The maintenance crew has also 
worked on multi-year projects, 
where we focus on planting trees 
and grass over a long period of 
time.”

Despite its historical signif-
icance and values to the school, 
Connor Aalto ’22, found the cem-
etery to have little connection to 
the students due to its difficulty 
to approach.

Aalto said, “I feel like the cem-
etery would give more historical 
significance to the students and 

faculty of the school if more peo-
ple had more awareness about it 
and were taught about it. Right 
now, it is really an insignificant 
part of our lives at Andover, be-
cause none of us know about it. 
More importantly, I don’t think 
we really respect cemeteries as 

much as we should, as they are 
places where we can learn about 
people’s past lives. It just seems 
like a very intimidating and scary 
place. If the space seemed more 
friendly, it would have been bet-
ter for us to go.”

felt assured, because it meant 
that even if there are people 
with wildly different profiles 
or specs, we’re still judged very 
fairly against one another, which 
I think is a big cause of concern 
at Andover,” said Kwon.

By evaluating the applica-
tions of three students applying 
to a fictitious university, mixed 
groups of parents and Uppers 
acted as an admission commit-
tee. Based on this university’s set 
of values, the group, along with 
an admissions dean at a real uni-
versity, they decided whether to 
admit, waitlist, or deny each of 
these students. 

“The purpose of the program 
is not so much in who they ad-
mit, deny, and waitlist. It’s real-
ly to show parents and students 
the different types of factors 
that get looked at in the process. 
They sit there with an admis-
sions dean who does this be-
cause that’s what their job is and 
they get a chance to think about, 
what about the recommendation 
here? What about the extracur-
riculars? What about the presen-
tation in general? Did that essay 

really reveal anything about the 
student, did they do a good job?” 
said Logan. 

Although each group is given 
the same applications, the deci-
sions to admit, deny, or waitlist 
are widely varied, according to 
Logan. Students can learn from 
the range of what schools are 
looking for in a candidate.

“It’s an interesting exercise 
but what we like about it, is to 
really kick off the program for 
eleventh graders. It really gives 
them a sense of this is the range 
of what schools might be looking 
for and the kinds of things they 
might be interested in. It helps to 
start the process and give them a 
sense of holistic admission and 
what that means, it’s more than 
test scores and grades and rigor 
of program,” said Logan.

According to Logan, this exer-
cise is helpful for parents to see 
weaknesses in applications be-
forehand and to understand how 
the values of certain institutions 
are reflected in admissions de-
cisions. By having both the par-
ents and students participate, the 
mock college admissions session 
also serves as a common ground 
and a foundation to begin talking 
about the college process. 

“We get a lot of positive feed-
back for the session, and we think 

that parents really appreciate the 
opportunity to actually have to 
dive in and do the work. They get 
a chance to see what their child 
will be doing…  It helps parents 
to get a sense of what the insti-
tutional values might be, what 
their child might bring to the 
table. I think they really appre-
ciate these conversations with 
the deans and they get a chance 
to vote. You’ll find parents saying 
that I didn’t realize it would be 
so difficult,” said Logan. 

The session’s role as a pre-
cursor to the college process as 
a whole acted as a good way to 
ease students and their families 
in, according to Kwon. 

“I feel like a lot of [Uppers] 
might be overwhelmed with the 
whole college process if we are 
exposed to the whole process 
so late. But I like how Andover 
started us on this track early so 
that we can kind of ease into the 
whole college counseling pro-
cess without feeling too over-
whelmed. I also like how we are 
going to be able to spend the next 
year and a half preparing for col-
lege. And so that gives us a lot 
of time to think about what we 
need to do moving forward,” said 
Kwon. 
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like the National Period Day 
packaging to talk to people about 
inclusivity in the period poverty 
awareness movement and to pro-
vide their peers with a sex edu-
cation program. 

Ramratnam said, “We’re 
working on education. In the 
[U.S.], only 13 states require med-
ically-accurate sex education. 
Personally, I didn’t have any sex 
education until the 8th grade. 
No education about puberty or 
whatsoever. Something specific 
I’m talking about is menstrual 
cups and how little information 
is given about menstural cups in 
sex education. We’re thinking of 
hosting a forum about them this 
term.”

The club is also working to 
raise awareness of conditions 
for menstruating people across 
the globe. In developing coun-
tries, people use rags, dirt, and 
leaves to manage their menstru-
ation cycle, according to Lunette.
com. In the United States, one 
in five American girls have left 
school early because products 
are not freely offered in pub-
lic restrooms, according to The 
Always Confidence and Puber-
ty Wave VI Survey. The club is 
working to make period prod-
ucts more accessible at Andover. 

“We’re working on extend-

ing menstrual products that are 
stocked in bathrooms on cam-
pus, and we’re working on stock-
ing more all-gender bathrooms 
with menstrual products who 
need them… Last year, one of our 
projects was redoing all the post-
ers next to menstrual products. 
My [Junior] year, campus had 
these old posters. They were so 
old they said ‘Isham Infirmary.’ 
They didn’t even have [Rebecca 
M. Sykes Wellness Center] on 
them. We re-did those posters to 
have more inclusive and up-to-
date language,” said Ramratnam. 

In the future, Wang hopes 
people will consider a more in-
clusive vocabulary when dis-
cussing periods and period pov-
erty.

“Even when people refer to 
tampons or pads, a lot of people 
still say ‘Feminine hygiene prod-
ucts,’ when really it’s just men-
strual products. Even in bath-
rooms you still see signs that say, 
‘Don’t flush feminine products 
down the toilet.’ The thing is I 
also didn’t know at first menstru-
ation could occur to transgen-
der people, but I think for other 
people it’s the same way. It’s just 
about educating other people, so 
they can become aware of these 
types of issues. That’s the main 
thing we want to do for people 
on campus and off campus as 
well,” said Wang.  

La Luna Event 
Raises Awareness 

About Period Poverty

Continued from A1, Column 5

Families Discuss 
College Admission Criteria at Mock Session

Andover Headstones Combine Humor, History and Loss

A.VENSEL /THE PHILLIPIAN
The Olmsted brothers, who designed the cemetary as it currently exists, 
also designed major road and park systems across the country. 

Continued from A1, Column 2

Continued from A1, Column 2
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Kiran Ramratnam ’22, Co-President of La Luna, packages menstrual prod-
ucts

en will be properly represented in 
our future workforce,” said Song. 

Both Song and Slibeck noted 
the importance of female rep-
resentation in STEM. Holding 
events like the Girl Powered 
Workshops in the context and 
celebration of the International 
Day of the Girl allows young girls 
to recognize that STEM and girls 
can go hand in hand, despite what 
social norms may dictate. 

“We often don’t associate 
STEM with something that girls 
are allowed to do or be good at. 
And it’s super important that 
we are encouraging girls to be 
in STEM because STEM is also 
the future. Girls are just as capa-
ble and that isn’t something that 
we’re told enough. It’s important 
to reinforce that loving STEM and 
being a girl aren’t two things that 
contradict each other. And it’s not 
that you love STEM in spite of 
being a girl. You love STEM, and 
you’re a girl,” said Slibeck. 

Continued from A1, Column 5

Girl Powered Workshop 
Aims to Educate and Empower
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Gordon Paiva ’20 joined the 
Boy Scouts at age 11. Now, six 
years later, Paiva has earned Eagle 
Scout Rank as a member of Troop 
1 in his hometown of Tulsa, Okla. 
Eagle Scout Rank is the highest 
level in the Boy Scout program. 
Only 4 percent of all Boy Scouts 
meet the requirements to become 
Eagle Scouts, and of those eligible, 
only 6.49 percent earn Eagle Scout 
Rank, according to the Boy Scouts 
of America website. 

Paiva has always looked up to 
his grandfather, who had previ-
ously served both as the leader of 
a scouting troop as well as an Ea-
gle Scout. 

Paiva said, “I have been doing 
scout activities for six years, and 
I just received the highest award 
within the Eagle Scout program. 

My original reason for being a 
scout was because my grandfa-
ther served as an Eagle Scout as 
well, and he was always a primary 
driving force and inspiration for 
me to achieve that goal.”

According to Paiva, the pro-
cess of becoming an Eagle Scout 
requires the completion of a cap-
stone project and demonstration 
of leadership. Paiva’s project fo-
cused on creating utility carts 
for local parks in his hometown 
of Tulsa, Oklahoma. He created 
these utility carts in order to sup-
port local childrens’ education 
and accessibility to school re-
sources. 

“My hometown of Tulsa, Okla., 
had recently opened up a brand 
new park, so I approached them 
about potentially doing a project 

for them. What I developed was 
five multi-purpose utility carts for 
the local parks for the purpose of 
using it for children’s education 
programs. For instance, they could 
have art supplies, science exper-
iments, and books. That was the 
project I did for my Eagle Scout 
Capstone project,” said Paiva. 

To become an Eagle Scout, Pai-
va also traveled to New Mexico 
for a backpacking trip. 

“I organized and conducted 
a week-long backpacking trip up 
a mountain in New Mexico last 
Summer vacation as well, so it was 
just my ordeal that I had to plan 
from the beginning to actually fig-
uring out what we do when get-
ting to the mountain,” said Paiva. 

While Paiva noted the difficul-
ty in balancing his time between 

scouting activities and school, he 
felt that leadership experience as 
an Eagle Scout has helped him 
become a better leader within the 
Andover community. 

“I think the leadership aspect 
of scouting definitely helped me 
with my life at Andover, especial-
ly in being a board member of the 
Andover Existentialist Society, 
and being a proctor at Foxcroft 
Hall. I definitely take a lot of the 
lessons I learned in leadership, 
time management, and being a 
helpful person into my daily life 
at Andover. Boy’s scouting is defi-
nitely something that I am going 
to recommend to my sons when 
I grow older, as it has taught me 
so many values of leadership and 
hard work,” said Paiva. 

Meet Four of Andover’s Most Experienced Scouts 

COURTESY OF WILLIAM PAIVA
Gordon Paiva ’20 is a member of 
Troop 1 in Tulsa, Okla. 

To successfully climb the Girl 
Scout rankings from the beginner 
level of Daisy to the fourth level of 
Cadette, Hannah Ullman ’21 had 
to participate in over 70 hours of 
leadership and community ser-
vice. For this work, she received 
two lower-level Bronze and Silver 
Awards. Now, the 80-hour Gold 
Award is her final Girl Scout level 
of Cadette achievement.

As part of her long term project 
to earn her Gold Award designa-
tion, Ullman is currently utilizing 
The Nest’s 3-D printer to create 
community library boxes in the 
town of Andover. 

“I’m working in The Nest to 
build little libraries to put them 
around town in Andover. They’re 
basically like little birdhous-
es where you put books inside, 
where it’s like, ‘Take a book, leave 
a book.’ I’m using the laser cutter 
and a 3-D Printer to build them, 
and all the resources in The Nest, 
so it’s fun,” said Ullman. 

For her other awards, Ullman 
worked to raise awareness of wa-
ter scarcity and collaborated with 
her hometown’s fire department 
for a fire awareness research proj-
ect. Ullman finds community ser-
vice to be both an entertaining and 

meaningful experience for her. 
“I like doing good things. [My 

troop] did [a] ‘Save Our Water 
Project’ for the Bronze Award, [in] 
which we basically made our own 
song about saving the water on the 
planet– it’s nice. Then [for the] Sil-
ver Award, I did a fire awareness 
research project, and I teamed up 
with the fire department in my 
hometown in [Westchester Coun-
ty, N.Y.] with my friend Kate. That 
was really fun,” said Ullman.

Ullman acknowledged the dif-
ficulties of being a higher-level 
Girl Scout at Andover, including 
what she feels to be an increased 

academic pressure during her Up-
per year. Ullman also noted how 
she occasionally receives negative 
attention for her work as a Girl 
Scout, though she enjoys the pro-
cess.   

“It’s hard to find time nowa-
days. Now that it’s Upper year, 
it’s getting a lot more difficult, 
but I like doing it, and I put time 
away for it. Sometimes, there is a 
little antagonism towards being a 
Girl Scout, there is some animos-
ity I should say. People make fun 
of you sometimes, but it is a lot of 
fun. I like it,” said Ullman.

COURTESY OF HANNAH ULLMAN
Hannah Ullman ’21 is working 
toward the Gold Award, the high-
est achievement for Girl Scouts. 

Eagle Scout Gordon Paiva ’20 Draws Scouting Inspiration from Grandfather 

Hannah Ullman ’21 Finds Joy in Serving the Community as a Girl Scout 

REPORTING BY AARON CHUNG

Starting as a Cub Scout in 
first grade, Riggs McGrath ’21 
achieved the highest Scout rank 
of Eagle Scout this past summer. 
According to McGrath, mov-
ing up the Scout ranking was a 
gradual process of gaining in-
dependence and learning the 
basic skills of outdoor survival. 
McGrath also emphasized the 
importance of youth leadership 
in the Boy Scout program versus 
the Cub Scouts.

“I started in first grade, with 
the Cub Scouts, and I believe that 
went on until sixth grade, which 
is the point when you go over 
to Boy Scouts. That’s sort of the 
bigger program; Cub Scouts is 

just for younger kids in elemen-
tary school, and that is definitely 
still [managed] by the parents, 
and you just sort of do activities 
with them and learn the basics of 
camping, leadership, and all that 
great stuff,” said McGrath.

He continued, “And then 
when you transfer over to Boy 
Scouts, it’s a lot more youth-led, 
and it’s all about sort of the scouts 
and youth leading trips and 
teaching other scouts, although 
there would be requirements for 
merit badges or ranks and such.” 

In order to gain the title of Ea-
gle Scout, McGrath was addition-
ally required to work on a specif-
ic project for the benefit of the 

community. McGrath fulfilled 
this requirement by transforming 
a shed into a makerspace for his 
local elementary school.

 “I’ve been working towards 
that rank since first grade, and 
that has a lot of requirements in-
volved, starting at a lower rank 
in the scouts and continuing 
through; each rank has its own 
requirements and a big require-
ment for Eagles [is that] you have 
to complete a project. So at my 
old elementary school, I took a 
shed and turned it into a maker-
space with a new green screen 
wall and some moveable shelv-
ing,” said McGrath.

Though McGrath is proud of 

having achieved his title of Eagle 
Scout, he believes that the most 
important component of being a 
scout is the learning experience. 

McGrath said, “It’s not real-
ly about what you need to do in 
order to get Eagle Scout, more 
about what you learn as you 
achieve the rank. And through 
various programs, merit badges, 
whatever, boy scouts has taught 
me a lot about everything from 
camping, to  nuclear energy, 
leadership skills, and just values 
[in general], and it’s a great way 
for young men to develop and to 
grow and learn.”

Eagle Scout Riggs McGrath ’21 Emphasizes Learning Experience as a Scout 

COURTESY OF RIGGS MCGRATH

Riggs McGrath ’21 (center) ex-
pressed the importance of values.

Kate McQuade, 
Instructor in English

Lilly Yager ’21 has grown up 
as a Girl Scout. She began her 
journey in Pre-K and has since 
achieved the level of an Ambas-
sador Girl Scout, the final level of 
girl scout before the Gold Award 
distinction. For most of that time, 
Yager’s mother has led her Girl 
Scout troop in her hometown of 
Houston, Texas. 

“I am an ambassador Girl 
Scout, which is one of the higher 
levels of Girl Scouts. I’m currently 
working on my Gold Award...After 
I complete that, then I have gotten 
the highest award or recognizable 
position in Girl Scouts. I started in 
Pre-K, so I’ve been doing it every 
single year since Pre-K and my 
mom was troop leader for most of 
the time,” said Yager. 

In order to achieve her Gold 
Award, Yager is drafting a pro-
posal for what kind of community 
service and leadership project she 
will carry out. She has not official-
ly declared her project, but she 

has settled on tackling the issue 
of “elder orphans,” or elderly in-
dividuals without younger family, 
friends, or a support group to take 
care of them as they age. 

“We’re still in the rough draft 
stages. I’m turning in my propos-
al, but I am planning on starting 
somewhat of an organization 
having to deal with elderly com-
munities, and the fact that elder 
orphans are kind of becoming 
a larger problem in the United 
States as the baby boomer gen-
eration is the largest population 
of people in the United States. 
They’re getting older, and so 
they’re developing these things 
called elder orphans. It’s an in-
creasing problem, and I want to 
try to contribute to solving it,” said 
Yager.

Before Yager was able to try for 
the Girl Scout Gold Award, she 
completed over seventy hours of 
community service and leader-
ship projects for her Bronze and 

Silver awards. For Yager’s Bronze 
Award, she helped to raise money 
for a disabled horse from a local 
police department. For her Silver 
Award, Yager helped to strength-
en her local community by pro-
viding resources to schools and 
families in the area, especially 
those not seeking higher educa-
tion.

Yager said, “I sold cookies for 
most of Girl Scouts, except for the 
past few years. Instead now we 
have done the Bronze and Silver 
Awards, in addition to working on 
this Gold Award. The Bronze and 
Silver awards were done with our 
troop. So for the Bronze award, 
we worked with a disabled horse 
that was from a police department 
[and] the owner was also disabled, 
so we helped raise money for the 
horse and the organization the 
horse was supporting.”

“For the Silver Award, we 
worked with communities and 
schools in Houston, Texas to 

help promote education and just 
the well being [of individuals]. 
I would say it’s somewhat like 
an E.B.I. class for communities 
or families that may not support 
their kids continuing on to high 
school or college,” she continued.  

For Yager, the Gold Award 
project is a manifestation of one’s 
passions and values, as well as giv-
ing back to the community that 
she came from and personal ful-
fillment. 

“You really are passionate 
about what you decide to do for 
Gold Award. It’s an individually 
chosen project. So you know, what 
I’m doing for [my project] really 
reflects my values or reflects what 
I have a passion about. Same thing 
with the Bronze and Silver. I think 
it’s a really great way to give back 
to the community, as well as [feel] 
accomplished,” said Yager.

COURTESY OF LILLY YAGER
Lily Yager ’21 plans to work with 
elderly people for her Gold Award. 

Lilly Yager ’21 Works to Support Elderly for her Gold Award Distinction

It’s always really enjoyable to meet the parents of 
the students and get to talk about the class and let 
them know what work their kids are doing.

I think there are a couple purposes [for family 
weekend]. Certainly one is for parents to be in the 
loop about what’s happening here in classes and in 
dorms, to make sure that we have communication 
happening between parents and faculty, but also 
for students to see their family. I would imagine it’s 
been a while since they have seen their family. 

Kevin O’Connor, 
Instructor in English

Different teachers do different things. I like to explain 
my teaching philosophy and issues that come up. And what 
I am ultimately trying to do is really quite fun, because it 
makes me reflect upon what I am doing. And sometimes I 
will throw in a joke or two, but it is also serious.

I always learn what [parents] are interested in and 
sometimes it is surprising, or what their memories of En-
glish class are, which might be different or might not jibe 
with my own. Occasionally, they will say something about 
their son or daughter whom I teach and sometimes I can 
tell we are seeing two different sides of them.

Matthew McGirt ’94, 
Parent of 

Caroline McGirt ’23 

We got to experience an abbreviated version of Caro-
line’s class schedule on Saturday. We went to Grasshopper 
night [on] Friday night and we got to see the amazing talent 
of the student body.

I think that the school is doing a fantastic job [with Fam-
ily Weekend]. It certainly has evolved since I was a student 
there 27 years ago. I think it gives a really good opportunity 
to meet the people that your child is being taught by and 
being counseled by and that’s what is great. It creates a 
standardized way for the parents to meet the teachers and 
counselors that work closest with your child.

Victor Mvemba ’22

I enjoyed it. I think it’s nice that there’s scheduled time 
within the school year for you to meet with your family. 
I think it’s really important, especially at boarding school, 
for students to be given the opportunity to connect with 
their family. And I think [Andover] does a really great job 
with it and I hope that they keep up the good work. 

Darrell Herndon, 
Parent of 

Kennedy Herndon ’23

 I enjoyed the interaction with teachers. Despite the fact 
that you had to attend as a group initially, you had the ability 
to meet with the teachers individually after. That was good, 
especially since my daughter is a Junior and having the ability 
to speak with them individually to see how she is emotionally 
was really good.

Family Weekend

REPORTING BY KAREENA DUA

Last weekend was Andover’s annual Family Weekend. Students caught up with family members, and 
teachers held abreviated classes for family members to gain insight into their student’s curriculum. We 
talked to instructors, parents, and students about their impressions of this year’s Family Weekend. 
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SPORTS

After two major defensive 
blocks, Captain Sam Donchi ’20 
and Gregor Deveau ’21 scored back-
to-back goals to cap off Andover 
Boys Water Polo’s 20-9 win against 
St. John’s Prep in its last home game 
of the season. This win improves 
the team’s record to 8-4.

According to Deveau, who 
scored three goals in Friday’s game, 
Andover was able to display its of-
fensive talent in front of a large 
home crowd. The team built mo-
mentum from its big lead at the 
beginning of the game, according to 
Marcel Montemayor Fontes ’23.

“I think the best part of Friday’s 
game was putting on a show for ev-
eryone who showed up. It was the 
biggest turnout we’ve ever seen, 
and it was super nice to be able to 
run the score and just really show-
case what we’re made of,” said De-
veau.

“The first couple of goals real-
ly got us motivated to score more 
goals and really got us moving,” said 
Montemayor Fontes.

Andover was successful in con-
sistently making fast breaks, but ac-
cording to James Isenhower ’22, the 
team wishes it had been stronger in 
terms of setting up on offense and 
passing the ball.

“We have a lot of strong swim-
mers and a lot of strong fast breaks, 
so if we get stopped on those, I 
think it is a little harder for us to 
set up and move the ball down the 
pool. I think the thing that we defi-
nitely need to work on is just slow-
ing things down a little bit,” said 

Isenhower.
In addition to its offensive prow-

ess, the team showcased its strong 
defense and aggressive blocking 
strategy in Friday’s game, according 
to Deveau.

“There have been huge blocks 
by everybody, my brother even 
said—he was here for a family 
weekend—‘man, you guys were 
so good at blocking the ball.’ I told 
him we don’t practice that much, 
but when we do, everyone is able to 
get a hand on the ball and it’s super 
nice to help out the goalies,” said 
Deveau.

In the coming weeks, Andover 
will face-off against Phillips Acad-
emy Exeter and Brunswick, two 
teams it played earlier in the season. 
The team hopes to defeat both Ex-
eter away next week as part of the 
Andover/Exeter competitions and 
Brunswick in its postseason play.

According to Isenhower and 
Deveau, in order to succeed go-

ing forward, the team must begin 
strongly and maintain its compo-
sure throughout the games as it did 
against St. John’s Prep.

“We know there’s gonna be a lot 
of tough teams, but of course we’d 
like to win, but I think we’d all be 
very satisfied if we played as best we 
could and we worked on everything 
we said we wanted to work on, if 
we just we went out intense and 
we tried our best and just slowed 
things down.” said Isenhower.

Deveau said, “I think we just 
need to be communicating on of-
fense, instead of just sitting where 
we are, moving around, and trying 
to confuse their defense. We seem 
to get too comfortable where we 
are, that’s how we generate turn-
overs.”

Andover will travel to Exeter on 
October 30 for its last regular-sea-
son game.
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IT’S SO QUIET IN HERE!

GIRLSSOCCER

WoPo Steamrolls St. John’s Prep in Last Home Game

E.ELLSWEIG/THE PHILLIPIAN

Mathis Weber ’20 spun around his 
defender to score Andover’s third 
goal

CASSIDY SADOWSKI

 Andover

St. John’s Prep
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BOYSWATERPOLO

JUSTIN HARDY 

The practice started with a 
huddle: parents said something 
they love about their daughter, and 
the players shared something that 
they are grateful for. Players and 
families then split for the scrim-
mage, the main event for Andover 
Girls Soccer’s (GVS) annual family 
weekend practice on Graves Field. 

For over a decade, families of 
the GVS team members have been 
invited to participate in the Friday 
practice before Family Weekend. 
According to Head Coach Lisa 
Joel, the scrimmage is a much an-
ticipated GVS tradition. 

“We have always welcomed 
parents/family members to our 
sidelines and it seemed like it 
would be a lot more fun to have 
[them] participate than to watch. 
Frankly, the first time we did it, I 
didn’t imagine it to be such a hit. 
The parents loved it and the GVS 
girls loved it even more. It was a 

no-brainer repeating it every year,” 
Joel wrote in an email The Phillip-
ian.

The family practice allows par-
ents to observe the team dynamic 
first hand, according to John Toth, 
father of freshmen Kendall Toth 
’23, and Ellen Silveira, mother of 
Co-Captain Maddy Silveira ’20. 

“It is great to be able to see her 
playing with a group of different 
kids that she’s just met several 
months ago, and they really have a 
great team bond,” said Toth. 

Silveira added, “It sort of shows 
you how close all these girls are 
and how grateful they are to have 
such closeness.”

This practice also serves as an 
opportunity for non-local board-
er parents to understand and take 
part in GVS traditions, according 
to Sam Conte, father of Karoline 
Conte ’21. 

Conte said, “It symbolizes the 
unity of a team. It’s great because 
it’s parents weekend, so parents 
that don’t live local usually fly in 

for it. We can meet some other 
parents that we haven’t seen all 
year so it’s fun. It’s a good showing 
of how [strong] the GVS family is.”

The day after the family prac-
tice was the team’s Breast Cancer 
Awareness game, where they wore 
pink during the match against 
Northfield Mount Hermon School. 
According to Joel, the GVS family 
practice displays the unique bond 
that the players and their families 
share and continues a meaningful 
tradition. 

“GVS is a family, and we know 
that we can’t do anything without 
the support of so many, includ-
ing our families. To see everyone 
all together, to be able to capture 
this day with pictures of players 
and families, to follow it with our 
Breast Cancer Awareness game 
as a tradition as well, it is proba-
bly the most special day of the fall 
for all of us. This is what GVS is all 
about,” wrote Joel. 

Girls Varsity Soccer Holds Annual Family Weekend Practice
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At the end of the Parent-Team scrimmage, a parent was awarded “player 
of the game” as per tradition. 

In Andover’s dual meet on 
Saturday, Northfield Mount Her-
mon (NMH) runner Alex Ehren-
thal finished in 15:19 minutes, 
breaking the previous Andover 
course record of 15:40 minutes. 
The record was previously held 
by Pablo Durana ’02, who set it in 
2001. For Andover, Chris Ratliffe 
PG’20 finished in 15:42 minutes, 
just two seconds off of the previ-
ous course record.

Captain Alex Fleury ’20 said, 
“I knew going into the race that 
Alex [Ehrenthal] was a very 
strong runner. He had been 
teammates with our top runner, 
Chris, during their time at Con-
cord-Carlisle High School. Alex 
is a very strong runner who had 
proven himself in races earlier 
this season, so I knew he had 
a chance to get our record. He 
smashed it by 21 seconds, which 
is by far the fastest time ever run 

on the [Andover] course. It shows 
you how strong he is, and that he 
definitely deserved to break the 
record.”

With Andover’s top seven run-
ners finishing in under 18 min-
utes, the team won 23-37 at its 
first home meet of the season. 
This win marked the team’s third 
dual meet victory, putting its dual 
meet record at 3-0.

Ratcliffe and Fleury led Ando-
ver’s top seven and both finished 
in under sixteen minutes, and 
Andover’s third through seventh 
runners finished within 35 sec-
onds of each other. According to 
Ratcliffe, the interchangeability 
of Andover’s fifth through sev-
enth runner adds to the teams 
depth.

“Our greatest strength is in 
our ability and [the] depth of 
our team. There’s no real gaps or 
drop-offs between say, our five, 
six, and seven runner. So that re-
ally allows us to hold each other 
accountable and maybe if one 
person is having an off day then 
it’s like, ‘Ok, next man up, the next 
man up,’ so they can sort of fill in 
that role,” said Ratcliffe.

The team has been focusing on 
strengthening its packs recently. 
NMH outscored Andover overall 

at the NMH invitational earlier 
in the season, but the strength of 
Andover’s packs has improved 
since that race, according to Har-
rison Wilson ’20.

“I definitely have grown really 
close to my pack in the past two 
races. Keeping that group togeth-
er is going to be essential for any 
sort of post-season success,” said 
Wilson.

According to Justin Hardy ’23, 
some of the team’s success can be 
attributed to its home course ad-
vantage.

Hardy said, “I definitely think 
that [the home course advan-
tage] helped us because we know 
that after the first hill we have a 
long mile stretch of downhill, 
or three-quarter mile-stretch of 
downhill, so we know that that’s 
our chance to make our moves...
that’s when we make a lot of our 
passes—on that second uphill.”

Training on hills has been a fo-
cus of the team’s training because 
it will compete once more at In-
terschols on NMH’s technical 
course, according to Ratcliffe.

“Our league championships 
are going to be at Northfield, so 
running the hills has definitely 
been a big focus of our season. I 
think it’s not necessarily some-

thing that we need to work on, 
but it’s been a big focus being able 
to run up and efficiently down the 
hill because that’s something that 
we want to carry on later into the 

postseason,” said Ratcliffe.
Andover will travel to Deer-

field on Sunday for its second to 
last dual meet of the season.

BOYSCROSSCOUNTRY

BXC Defeats Reigning NEPSTA Champs in Its First Home Meet

STAFF REPORT
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Chris Ratcliffe PG ’20 came just two seconds short of the previous course 
record, held by Pablo Durana ’02.
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FIELDHOCKEY

Outscoring Northfield Mount 
Hermon (NMH) by eight goals 
last Saturday, Andover Field Hock-
ey put up its highest point total 
this season, defeating NMH 9-1. 
On Wednesday, Andover went on 
to defeat BB&N 4-1, bringing the 
team’s season record to 10-2.

Against NMH, Andover was 
able to get off to a quick start and 
take control of the game, according 
to Kiera Suh ’22. 

“25 seconds into the game, the 
forwards and mids worked to earn 
us a corner. And after that, we 
were able to keep it in the circle 

until Anna Bargman [’21] [scored],” 
said Suh.

Coach Martha Fenton ’83 add-
ed, “I think that [we] came out 
hard. We had a shot in the corner 
in the first twenty seconds of the 
game which is pretty unusual in 
field hockey. I think right from 
the start the team was ready to go. 
I think that whoever was on the 
sidelines was bringing great ener-
gy and I think that always makes 
the kids on the field play harder.”

The team fell to Middlesex last 
week, and, according to Coach 
Kate Dolan and Coach Fenton, the 
team was able to bounce back con-
vincingly.

“The last two games have been 
a stark contrast to one another – 
we had a 0-1 loss to Middlesex last 
Wednesday and then a 9-1 win over 
NMH on Saturday,” wrote Dolan 
in an email to The Phillipian.

Fenton said, “I think we had 
a really tough loss last week to 
Middlesex, and the game before 
that— we barely won it. I think it 
was a turning point, whether the 
team was either going to fall apart 
[or] come together. I think that 
[Captain] Carly [Kreytak ’20] or-
chestrated a couple of things for 

the team that gave people space to 
talk and I think she worked really 
hard on the team [aspect] in the 
last week and I think it showed on 
Saturday.”

According to Kreytak, the win 
against NMH served as a big confi-
dence booster for the whole team.

“Everyone was passing and 
communicating better than I had 
[ever] previously seen,” said Krey-
tak. “[It] was amazing for our con-
fidence and the score really shows 
how we [were] able to put the piec-
es together and connect as a team. 
I think it was also one of the first 
times we gelled well as a team.”

Against BB&N on Wednesday, 
Andover carried this momentum, 
managing to get 20 corners in the 
game.

“We were really persistent on 
defense and in the offensive cir-
cle. When the ball started moving 
into our defensive end, everyone 
got back to recover. In the circle, 
we continued to try different vari-
ations of passes and shots, as they 
had a really strong goalie,” said 
Suh.

The team looks to face Deer-
field away on Sunday.

Field Hockey Rebounds From Loss with Two Dominant Wins
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Captain Carly Kreytak ’20 is also a member of the Girls Varisty Hockey and 
Lacrosse teams.

LUKE BOSHAR
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I will miss the team traditions most, especially the gratitude circle 
we do at the end of practice every Friday. All of the coaches and play-
ers stand on the turf in a circle and we go around and say something 
in our life we are thankful for. It is a great way to slow down and 
reflect on things you do not normally take the time to think about.

I enjoy watching every girl on the team’s deep commitment to 
PAFH because of the history of the team and the success of past 
teams. It is noticeable how much every girl wants to live up to the 
teams in the past to carry on the legacy of the strong PAFH program.

There is an intangible aspect of PAFH not present on any of the 
teams I have ever played for—there is a will to win that comes from 
within, our legacy and the community at large. This drive is palpable 
and ultimately leads to success on the field.

Simply, I will miss PAFH as a part of my daily routine. I will miss 
my teammates, their energy, their support and their internal drive to 
do more and be better.

Kate Dolan and Martha Fenton foster a community where each 
girl wants to play and win for the girl next to them—nothing we do 
is individual. The emphasis on team first is not just something we 
preach, but really is essential to who we are and our style of play.

Editor’s Note: Linda Bibeau is a Sports Ed-
itor for The Phillipian

My favorite aspect of the team has to be our ability to come 
together and support each other constantly. 

 I will miss the whole dynamic of the team and being able 
to clear my mind and shift my focus from my workload to our 
hour and a half practice.

I’ll miss the day to day stuff the most. Obviously, I love playing and 
winning games, but I think I’ll always remember the small things: 
dance parties in the locker room, joking around with a teammate 
during a water break, or our hybrid conditioning/trivia/games prac-
tices.

Every single person is so crucial to the overall team dynamic, and 
I couldn’t imagine our team any other way. PAFH will always have a 
special place in my heart, and I’m very grateful for the time I have left 
with this amazing group. 

REPORTING BY IZZY ALVAREZ

Jacque  HarringtonRose O’Connor

Liv Nolan

K.AZIABOR/THE PHILLIPIAN

I will miss the PAFH traditions that are the underlying contributor 
to our teams culture and unity. I love showing up to practice with a 
team that has such high expectations of work ethic and performance. 

The thing I love most about field hockey is the competitiveness 
and energy of the game.

Olivia O’Brian

Linda Bibeau

Senior 
Spread
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In her first year at Andover, 
new Lower Ellie Harrison ’22 
has contributed to the team’s 
strong performances this sea-
son with her consistency and 
energetic personality, accord-
ing to Captain Carly Kreytak 
’20 and teammate Kiera Suh 
’22.

Kreytak said, “[Harrison] is 
a great addition to our team. 
She has good skills and knows 
where to be on the field and 
what to do with the ball when 
given the chance. I think [that] 
she has been key in transition-
ing the ball from the defensive 
side to the offense. She plays a 
hard position and has done well 
at it.”

Suh added, “On the field, El-
lie is super strong on the ball 
and aggressive, but she’s also 
a really composed player… Off 
of the field, she’s always really 
happy and positive and really 
energetic. Whenever she comes 
in the locker room, she’s always 
smiling no matter what and I 
think she brings a positive and 
bright spirit to the team.” 

Due to her inspirational 
character and impact across 
the field, Harrison has been 
named The Phillipian’s Ath-
lete of the Week.

When did you start play-
ing field hockey?

I started playing field hock-
ey in seventh grade for my 
middle school.

Being a new Lower, how 
has settling into a new 
school and new team been 
for you?

I think that being on the 
field hockey team has defi-
nitely helped my transition 
because from day one, I have 
had a group to go to lunch 
with and study with which 
has been really nice. There are 
so many new students on the 
field hockey team and I think 
that that has helped with my 
transition because we are all 
in it together and we are al-
ways there for each other.

How would you describe 
the team dynamic?

Everyone on the team is 
super nice and welcoming to 
all the new players. Everyone 
works really hard and wants 
to succeed for themselves and 
for the team, which I think 
contributes to the team’s suc-
cess.

Do you have any goals for 
the season?

I want to keep improving 
each game. We have definitely 
been playing better together 
at passing through the mid-
field and transitioning well. I 
want to make it to the tourna-
ment and have a good end to 
the season.

Do you have a favorite 
memory of the season so 
far?

Probably winning in over-
time against Milton. It was a 
really close game and we end-
ed up winning in overtime off 
of a corner. Our goalie saved a 
stroke so it was a really excit-
ing game. The football team 
was watching and Drumline 
was there and it was really 
fun. 

Ellie Harrison ’22 Displays 
Composure and Aggressiveness 

in the Midfield

Captain Carly Kreytak ’20 
was quick to show her dedica-
tion to both her craft and the 
team after joining Andover 
Field Hockey as a new Lower, 
leading her to be selected as 
Captain for her Senior year.

According to Kreytak, she 
began playing at a clinic every 
summer and transitioned to 
playing competitively in mid-
dle school.

“I started playing field 
hockey by attending a clinic 
for one week in the summer… 
I then continued in middle 
school and that was when I 
first played on a competitive 
team. It was really fun for me 
to learn a new sport… There 
are also so many skills to be 
learned in field hockey which 
really pushed me as an ath-
lete,” said Kreytak. 

Kreytak always leads the 
team by example and brings 
positive energy on and off of 
the field, according to team-
mate Katie Wimmer ’21 and 
Coach Kate Dolan.

“Carly is an excellent Cap-
tain—she is always checking 
in on everyone and asking for 
their opinions and input. She 

is one of the nicest people you 
will ever meet and emanates 
positivity at every practice 
and game. She is very good at 
making sure everyone is in-
cluded and has the chance to 
share their ideas and person-
ality with the team,” Wimmer 
said.

Dolan wrote in an email to 
The Phillipian, “Carly is con-
sistent in all that she does – 
practices, games, she brings 
the same level of encourage-
ment, positive energy and 
high level of play every time 
she steps on the field. Car-
ly leads in quiet unassuming 
ways with kindness, friendli-
ness, modesty and she leads 
by example.”

As a player, Kreytak plays 
center back and utilizes phys-
ical skills and her knowledge 
of the sport to strategize in 
games, according to Coach 
Martha Fenton ’83 and team-
mate Kiera Suh ’22. 

“Carly’s really skilled. Her 
stick skills are phenomenal 
and she has a great sense for 
the game. She’s played a lot of 
field hockey in the last three 
or four years and I think she’s 
gained a real understanding of 
the game,” said Fenton.

Suh said, “I think Carly is 
really good at analyzing how 
practices and games go be-
cause obviously our coaches 
do that but there is another 
level that she takes it to. Since 
she is a player on the field, 
she has the ability to go even 
further to break down how we 
played and also our mindset 
during games. Carly normally 
plays center back, so most of 
the time she stays below the 
bottom half of the field, but 
she is also really good at ball 
handling.”

In addition to her ability 
on the field, Kreytak’s hard 
work and determination in-
spires her teammates to step 
up during both games and 

practices, according to Olivia 
Nolan ’20.

Nolan said, “She leads by 
example and goes 100 per-
cent all the time—anytime she 
steps on the field, which is a 
great way to model behavior 
some of the younger people, 
as well as older players. It is 
great to see a captain who re-
ally cares about the team and 
wants to go and leave it all out 
on the field to make the team 
better.” 

According to Jacque Har-
rington ’20, Kreytak brings 
a positive aura to every team 
setting and serves as a source 
of motivation.

“Carly brings a lot of posi-
tivity and really pumps every-
one up before every practice 
and game to get us going and 
keep the team motivated,” said 
Harrington. 

For Kreytak, field hockey 
has been a large part of her 
Andover experience and its 
sense of community is like no 
other.

“Andover has been real-
ly special compared to other 
teams I’ve been on because 
the coaches and teammates 
care so much, so it has made 
it so much fun playing. In the 
fall, it is [my] favorite part of 
the year, just being with ev-
eryone,” said Kreytak.

Kreytak hopes the team can 
continue to perform as well as 
it has and keep improving as a 
whole. 

Kretyak said, “I hope that 
we can keep improving. Per-
sonally that is something I’m 
always trying to do no mat-
ter the outcome of a game 
or match—whenever I step 
on the field that’s the goal in 
mind. I think the team has so 
much potential this year, so 
hopefully we are able to push 
our limits and push each other 
to be the best we can best.” 

Captain Carly Kreytak ’20 is ‘One of the Nicest 
People You Will Ever Meet’

D.ZHU/THE PHILLIPIAN

Kreytak played on the Middlesex team 
before trasnferring to Andover. 

FIELDHOCKEY

Captain Feature

NICOLE LEE

Having coached Field Hockey 
together for twenty-six years, Head 
Coaches Kate Dolan and Martha 
Fenton ’83 have developed Ando-
ver Field Hockey into a successful 
program: in the past four years, the 
team has won three Nepsac Class 
A championships. They coached 
the team to an undefeated record 
last season, ending with 17-0. This 
season, the team currently stands 
at 10-2.

Captain Carly Kreytak ’20 said, 
“I think both Coach Dolan and 
[Coach] Fenton have high expecta-
tions for us and they are not easy on 
us but that’s what makes us better. 
They are pretty clear about what 
they expect of us and they care a lot 
about us which is important to why 
we do so well because they really 
are the heart of our team.”

How do you work together?
Coach Fenton: The awesome 

thing about working with her is 
that we have very similar values 
when it comes to developing a 
team and what we value. We of-
ten have the same thoughts at the 
same time about things — we joke 
about that. I think that as much as 
we are on the same page, we also 
complement each other. We have 
different strengths.

Coach Dolan: Martha and I 
have worked together for about 
25 years, so we are pretty good at 
reading each other, and we are of-
ten thinking the exact same thing 

at the exact same time — one of us 
will say something out loud just 
before the other says it.

Do you have any favorite 
memories from over the years?

Coach Fenton: I would say 
our first championship. Ms. Dolan 
had, years before I got here as a 
faculty member... won the cham-
pionship. And then we went 22 
years I think without another one. 
I think that the first one was a cul-
mination of so many phenomenal 
teams and traditions that had been 
built over the years. It all came to-
gether in that team.

Coach Dolan: We have so 
many memories it would be hard 
to know where to start, and we 
have been incredibly fortunate 
to coach so many wonderful stu-
dent-athletes that it would be im-
possible to name just a few.

How do you build a success-
ful team?

Coach Dolan: The corner-
stones for any successful team are 
communication, trust, respect, 
and passion — you need those 
building blocks and you need each 
and every person on the team to 
believe in them, to contribute to 
them and to support one another. 
Talent and skill are so secondary to 
the intangibles. Grit, enthusiasm 
and heart are far more important 
in the game of field hockey. Build-
ing a team takes time, patience, 
communication, and persistence. 
Sometimes you move forward, 
sometimes sideways and you have 
to be persistent and unwavering 
as you ride the inevitable ups and 

downs of every season.
Coach Fenton: I think you 

build a successful team by de-
veloping a culture as much, if 
not more for each other than for 
themselves. The team is more im-
portant than the individual and 
the individual goals, and I think 
that we try to stress that all the 
time… It’s not about how skilled 
you are or how fast you are, but it’s 
more about how we work togeth-
er. I think that that is something 
that we’re still figuring out with 
this team. I think it’s really hard 
to come after an undefeated team 
that won the championship. The 
next year’s team, the standards are 
so high, but I think that this team 
is doing an amazing job of figuring 
out what their strengths are and 
making their way.

What have been some suc-
cesses or struggles this season? 

Coach Fenton: I think we are 
starting to pass more quickly, not 
just see it but make it. I think we 
came to a place where we looked 
for the home run pass all the time, 
but we’re starting to see the little 
game inside of the big game and 
that makes a huge difference on 
the field. 

What do you hope for the 
team this season?

Coach Dolan: I hope the team 
realizes its fullest potential — they 
can be so great when they pass, 
move, combine their energy, en-
thusiasm, skills, and talents. My 
hope for them is that together, 
they strive and reach for the great-
ness that is within them.

Head Coaches Kate Dolan and Martha Fenton 
’83 Lead PAFH with Over 25 Years of Experience 

Coaching Together

With a record of 8-0-2, An-
dover JV Field Hockey has 
maintained an impressive un-
defeated record since 2016. In 
its ten games this year, Ando-
ver has a collective score of 
22-2.

According to Co-Captain 
Emma Lowry ’21, and Fallon 
O’Connor ’23, Andover’s win-
ning streak is a byproduct of 
the team’s strong commitment 
and chemistry.

“I don’t think our winning 
streak has affected the team all 
that much. Even if we hadn’t 
been winning a lot, I think we 
would still be playing with the 
same amount of motivation 
and enthusiasm. I think our 
team dynamic has fueled the 
streak, but regardless of the 
score of each game, we focus a 
lot more on how we played as 
a whole. The scoreboard only 
shows a fraction of what we 
do on the field,” wrote Lowry 
in an email to The Phillipian.

“We all push ourselves ev-
ery single game to be better 
than the last one, even though 
we won. We always try to have 
something to improve upon 
every single game…It goes 
along with the spirit of the 
team– everyone putws their 
best effort forward and no one 
gives up,” said O’Connor.

Despite differences in skill 
and age amongst the players, 
the team has grown very close 
over the course of the season, 
according to Aakriti Caprihan 
’23.

“We are all at different skill 
levels and we are all learning 
from each other and playing 
with each other, and I think 
that is one of the great things, 
like even though we are all at 
different levels, we are still 
able to compliment each other 
on each play and everything,” 
said Caprihan.

“[Head Coach Jamie Phin-
ney] has done such an amaz-
ing job cultivating a support-
ive environment for our team 
on and off the field, and both 

the tough practice days and 
the fun team bonding days 
bring us all together. This year 
I would say around half the 
team is made up of students 
new to Andover, but we also 
have four Uppers, which in 
the past 2 years I’ve been on 
the team, I don’t think we’ve 
had before,” wrote Lowry.

According to Caprihan and 
Ariel Wang ’21, one of the sea-
son highlights for the team 
was its game against Middle-
sex, in which the team won 
5-0.

Caprihan said, “We just 
came together that game. We 
started off with [an] amazing 
energy in the first ball, and 
we kept that throughout the 
whole game. It was so much 
fun to watch and play, and be 
part of that.”

“We watched a little bit of 
the Varsity game before us 
which I think helped inspire 
us and teach us, and we real-
ly managed to start the game 
off strong and with good en-
ergy, and then with each 
goal scored our moods and 
our playing got even better,” 
wrote Wang in an email to 
The Phillipian.

Although Andover has not 
lost this season, the team still 
looks to improve in some as-
pects of the game, according 
to Alicia Chu ’22.

“I’d say a big team goal is to 
consistently start off the game 
with high energy and also get 
better with communicating 
with each other and knowing 
who’s open, so that we have 
quicker passes down the field 
and the game goes at a quicker 
pace,” said Chu.

“This season, we have 
struggled with finding the 
same energy at the begin-
ning of a game as we find at 
the end. However… our team 
is becoming closer, and that 
definitely fuels more energy 
on the team,” wrote Lowry.

Andover has four remain-
ing games, ending with a 
home game against Phillips 
Exeter Academy.

Girls JV Field Hockey 
Remains Undefeated 

for Third Year in a Row

AVA SULLIVAN 

Athlete of the Week

JAY  AZIABOR

S.OMAR/THE PHILLIPIAN

Coach Feature

Harrison started playing Field Hockey 
in the 7th Grade for her middle school.

Coaches Kate Dolan and Martha Fenton have led PAFH to 3 NEPSAC titles in the past 5 years.
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LUKE BOSHAR
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With eight runners finishing 
in the top ten places, Andover 
Girls Cross Country triumphed 
over Northfield Mount Her-
mon 25-36 on Saturday, secur-
ing its third consecutive win 
of the season. The team’s dual 
meet record now stands 3-0.

In the first home meet of 
the season, the familiarity of 
the Andover course allowed 
the team to feel more prepared 
going into the race, according 
to Natasha Muromcew ’22 and 
Carolina Weatherall ’21.

“There is a thrill that comes 
from running in [the Cochran 
Bird Sanctuary] on the course 
we know so well. We know all 
the best routes and tangents, 
especially on the Great Lawn, 
which is arguably the most 
crucial part of the race. We 
know all the ‘wake up hills’ 
and exactly what to expect for 
the famous ‘Log Cabin’ and 
‘Heartbreak’ hills in the Sanc-
tuary. Our course is most cer-
tainly not the easiest course, 
but knowing this, it gives us 
power in how we approach it,” 
wrote Weatherall in an email 
to The Phillipian.

Muromcew added, “One of 

the biggest advantages is that 
we knew the course really well 
and we knew exactly what to 
expect, especially in terms 
of pacing. When running our 
course, there’s a lot of differ-
ent hills and some of them 
are really big and really hard 
and you need to know when 
to pace yourself and how fast 
you should go in certain parts 
so that you don’t wear yourself 
out.”

According to Izzy Alvarez 
’23 and Weatherall, the cheer-
ing of the team and home 
crowd from Family Weekend 
provided Andover runners 
with an extra boost of energy 
while racing.

Alvarez said, “Something 
that made it easier was defi-
nitely the home crowd and all 
of the parents because of Par-
ents’ Weekend. The energy 
was very welcoming, warm, 
and spirited.  It made all of us 
feel like we belong there and 
we were doing what we were 
supposed to be doing. That 
feeling of reassurance is al-
ways really nice.”

Weatherall added, “After the 
race is always so much fun as 
everyone cheers each other on. 
We have a goal among the team 
to smile ten seconds after the 
race, no matter the outcome. 
I especially like the new addi-
tion of the cowbells. They are 
loud, but it is the best feeling 
to finish a race with a team-

mate ringing a cowbell as hard 
as they possibly can.” 

Almost every team member 
competed in the race – with 
many runners coming back 
from injuries – which contrib-
uted to the team’s high spirits, 
according to Caroline Empey 
’22.

Empey said, “A lot of people 
have been either injured or re-
covering from injuries, so this 
was a couple of peoples’ first 
race back.  It was exciting to 
have most of the team there.  
Since it was a home race, basi-
cally everyone ran and it’s al-
ways nice to run as a full team.  
Everyone got to enjoy the ex-
perience.”

Additionally, Andover 
demonstrated its continual 
growth and development as a 
team, many of its runners even 
achieving personal records on 
Saturday, according to Mur-
omcew. 

Muromcew said, “Tiffany 
Tang [’22] broke 21 minutes in 
the 5k for the first time which 
is really exciting for her. We 
now have three girls who can 
run under 21 minutes. Izzy, 
and Tiffany, [and I] have all 
[broken 21 minutes]. It’s really 
great for our pack running be-
cause now our front five run-
ners have an average pace be-
neath 21 minutes.”

Andover will race Deerfield 
away this Sunday.

With 15 minutes remaining 
on the clock, Co-Captain Connor 
Ding ’20 scored Andover Boys Soc-
cer’s lone goal off a penalty kick. 
The team finished the game with 
a 6-1 loss against Northfield Mount 
Hermon (NMH) on Smoyer Field 
last Saturday.

According to Alan Fang ’21 and 
Ding, the team did not perform as 
well as it could have last Saturday 
because of its lack of mental prepa-
ration.

“We didn’t have enough confi-
dence in ourselves and each other. 
It’s hard to play a team where you 
go in knowing you’re underdogs, 
and we were a little bit scared. 
NMH is very good at soccer, and 
they’ve beaten some really good 
teams this season. They moved the 
ball around really well, it was hard 
to keep up with their movement, 
and we got tired,” said Fang.

Ding added, “I think moving 
forward we really need to work 
on how we approach the game be-
fore it starts, so we’re ready to go 
once it does start. The loss against 
NMH was definitely more mental 
than physical, because we’re ca-
pable of competing and winning 
against a team like NMH, but it 
was just that we had things we 
needed to pick up, and we didn’t 
do that on Saturday.”  

Despite the team’s frustration 
following its loss, goalkeeper Phin-
eas Walsh ’21 stood out through-
out the game, according to Alex 
Meyer ’20.

Meyer said, “I think [Walsh] 
definitely stood out. It’s tough to be 
a goalie and lose by a large margin, 

it makes it feel like it’s your fault, 
but I think that he did his best and 
a lot of the goals scored were mis-
takes in the midfield or mistakes in 
the defense… He had one save in 
the first half where an NMH guy 
was shooting from inside the box 
and [Walsh] just smacked it away.”

The team went on to compete 
against Cushing Academy this 
Wednesday, coming out on top 
with a score of 3-1, bringing the 
overall team record to 5-5-0. Tade 
Omoniwa ’21, Will Godbout ’20, 
and Ding all scored. 

Gio Pagliuca ’23 said, “[Ding’s 
goal] was a nice finish and it was 
a really good feeling to see Ding, 
who usually plays center back, get 
on the score sheet today.”

Although Andover won, the 
team lost momentum and played 
increasingly individually as the 
game progressed, according to 
Co-Captain David Wang ’20. 

“We were able to get several 
offensive opportunities in the first 
half, but… we always start out well, 
but after a while, we lose momen-
tum and we stop playing the way 
we should. Usually, we’re sup-
posed to pass and move the ball 
very quickly but sometimes we 
just resort to dribbling… and that 
cost us a lot of turnovers today,” 
said Wang.

As the season progresses, the 
team hopes to work on multiple 
aspects of practice to prepare bet-
ter for games, according to Pagliu-
ca and Meyer.

Meyer said, “It’s not often that 
we leave practice feeling real-
ly gassed and tired and sore, like 
we’ve had a good day of work… I 
think that we could do a better job 
of being more intense during prac-
tice and taking things seriously.”

Pagliuca said, “We should work 
on getting our quick passes going, 
still work on our chemistry as a 
team, and the main thing over-
all, just keep our intensity high 
during practice, especially looking 
forward in the week to our game 
against Deerfield.” 

Andover will travel to Deerfield 
this Sunday.

Boys Soccer Maintains Even 
Record after Two Games 

CHRISTINE MICHAEL

BOYSSOCCER
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The team has four more regular season games before A/E day.

Andover Football’s defense 
allowed 200 passing yards in 
the second half, ultimately 
falling to Suffield 34-6. With 
the loss, the team’s record 
now stands 1-4.

Eric Giarnese ’21 said,  “I 
think our weaknesses defen-
sively were that we let too 
many big plays happen. In 
the first half, I think we were 
down [14-0]. We were play-
ing a really good game. We 
forced them to punt a bunch 
of times. We were keeping 
them out of the endzone and 
we let up really, one big play.”

He continued, “In the sec-
ond half, we let up a couple 
passing plays that were really 
huge. They came out of the 
gate a lot harder then we did 
and I think we just ran out of 
energy.”

The team went into the 
game aware it would face a 
tough opponent, but still kept 
a strong mindset, according 
to quarterback Julio Dahl ’22.

“We knew we were the un-
derdogs, so we just wanted 
to upset them. We wanted to 
run the score up early to put 
them in the position of be-
ing behind because usually 
they’re up by 24 in the first 
quarter. We just wanted to 
turn the tables on them and 
come out scoring early,” said 
Dahl. 

According to Danny Far-

ris ’22, Andover played well 
at the start of the game. An-
dover amassed 87 rushing 
yards during the game and 
the team’s lone touchdown 
came late in the game when 
Farris powered his way into 
the endzone on a 1-yard run.

“We played a great first 
half. We were strong. We 
played together as a team, 
which was what we needed.” 
said Farris.

Suffield’s strong offense 
was able to wear down the 
Andover defense and consis-
tently move down the field, 
according to Giarnese. 

Giarnese said, “We knew 
they were going to pass the 
ball a lot, so [in] the week 
leading up in practice, we 
really drilled our second-
ary. Our cornerbacks and 
our safeties worked really 
hard on pass coverage, while 
our linebackers and our de-
fensive line really worked 
on getting pressure on the 
[quarterback] to try to make 
him make errors because 
we knew he wasn’t going to 
make that many because he 
was really good, so we really 
tried to push the envelope on 
that.”

Consistency was the big-
gest factor in the outcome of 
the game, according to Dahl 
and Giarnese.

“They did exactly what we 
came into the game trying 
to do. They were consistent, 
they drove the football. They 
didn’t even go deep as much 
as we had predicted them to. 
We thought they were going 
to come out and just launch 
deep balls, but they had a re-
ally good drive to start off the 
first quarter and then they 
were able to just pass short, 

so we had to focus on defend-
ing the passing game,” said 
Dahl.

Giarnese added, “At the 
beginning we were starting 
to drive the ball. It was hard 
because they were a good 
team — they played real-
ly disciplined — so what we 
were lacking was consistency 
because we needed to keep 
completing the short passes. 
And, where they really beat 
us was when we didn’t com-
plete that short pass and it 
was third down and long and 
we had to go deep, which was 

what they wanted us to do, so 
they just played disciplined 
and we made more mistakes 
than we needed to.”

According to Giarnese, the 
team seeks to improve its 
passing and blocking for the 
next game.

“I think [we played] a 
pretty good defense; we ran 
the ball pretty well. We kept 
them pretty off balance for 
what we were going to run. 
And, I think when we need-
ed to, we did convert on some 
first downs. But we definite-
ly needed to pass the ball 

better. We need to work on 
our wide receivers blocking, 
if we want to have a better 
run game for our upcoming 
game,” said Giarnese.

Andover will travel to 
Deerfield next Sunday.

Suffield Squashes Andover Football on Family Weekend

CHARLIE FERGUSON
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Football gained its only win of the season last week against Worcester.

GIRLSCROSSCOUNTRY

 Andover

Cushing

3

1

E.ELLSWEIG/THE PHILLIPIAN
Andover’s top nine runners finished within two minutes of each other in Saturday’s race.
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Girls Cross Country Wins 
First Home Meet of the Season
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GIRLSVOLLEYBALL

Brooklyn Wirt ’21 served 12 
points in a row during the first 
set against Northfield Mount 
Hermon (NMH), giving An-
dover an early lead. Following 
two consecutive losses, Ando-
ver Girls Volleyball bounced 
back this past Saturday to 
defeat NMH 3-1 (25-7, 25-10, 
24-26, 25-18) during Parents 
Weekend. The team’s record 
now stands at 10-2.

The win against NMH was a 
confidence booster for Ando-
ver, according to Captain Chi-
oma Ugwonali ’20.

Ugwonali said, “I think our 
two previous losses really 
woke us up. I think we were 
more motivated than we were 
after our eighth win because 
it is nice to be undefeated, but 

also it is good to have a test to-
wards our abilities so we don’t 
become too cocky. In retro-
spect, actually I am glad that 
we lost at least one game now 
in the regular season instead 
of in the finals [of the tourna-
ment] because now we know 
that we can’t take any team 
like it is just another match… 
we have to bring our A-game 
to every single game.” 

According to Ridley Warner 
’22, many new players had the 
opportunity to play because it 
was Family Weekend.

“I think we played well 
considering that we had a lot 
more new players out on the 
court during each set since it 
was Family Weekend; so we 
didn’t just stick to our starters. 
We came out pretty strong in 
the beginning which was good 
for our confidence as a whole,” 
said Warner.  

Going forward, Andover 
will look to keep working 
on its serving and receiving 
in order to become a more 
well-rounded team, according 
to Warner and Ugwonali.

“I think we want to contin-

ue working on serving and re-
ceiving because even though 
we did much better in this 
game, it is so crucial for us as a 
team to get them in so we can 
perform to the best of our abil-
ities. Also, [we want to focus] 
on our ball placement [and] 
especially being aware of open 
spaces so we can play smart-
er,” said Warner

Ugwonali added, “We still 
need to work on serving con-
sistently and communication 
at times. I think we need to 
aim to keep our energy up at 
all times because often we get 
on a roll and score multiple 
points in a row, but then we 
will just recede for some rea-
son. I hope each player contin-
ues to improve day by day and 
treats practices just as import-
ant as our matches are.” 

Andover will next face 
Deerfield away this Sunday.

Editor’s Note: Brooklyn Wirt 
is an Associate Digital Editor 
for The Phillipian.

Girls Volleyball Uses Every Player During Win Against NMH

History was made last Satur-
day morning in Vienna as Eliud 
Kipchoge broke the two-hour 
barrier in the marathon, a feat 
once thought impossible, run-
ning a time of 1:59:40—over a 
minute faster than the world 
record he ran in Berlin in Sep-
tember of last year. Despite be-
ing the fastest marathon time 
ever recorded, the time won’t be 
officially recognized as a world 
record because it wasn’t run in 
open marathon conditions and 
didn’t align with record regu-
lations. Pacing aids were used, 
with an electric car leading the 
rotating pacemakers at a con-
stant speed, providing a break 
in headwind while ensuring 
precise and even splits. In addi-
tion to those carefully planned 
factors, Kipchoge controversial-
ly raced in a prototype of Nike’s 
AlphaFly shoe, with experts 
claiming that the shoe provided 
an unfair advantage. Despite the 
criticism that Kipchoge received 

from wearing the shoes, what he 
accomplished is still of immense 
magnitude.

Kipchoge’s use of the shoe 
in his sub-two hour marathon 
has been heavily denounced, as 
experts claim that the shoe pro-
vides an unfair advantage and 
the improved midsole could be 
compared to springs, with two 
exposed and two hidden airbags 
sandwiched between three car-
bon fiber plates. The AlphaFlys 
are rumored to have up to a five 
percent performance gain, and 
the Vaperflys, the older version 
of the shoe, have been proven by 
a team at the University of Colo-
rado’s Locomotion Laboratory to 
provide more energy return and 
shorten marathon times by four 
percent. Some experts have at-
tributed the performance to the 
shoes and the legitimacy of such 
shoes have recently been heavily 
investigated. As scientists con-
tinue to innovate and improve 
running shoe performance, the 
question of whether to limit the 
stack height or material usage 
arises.

Hours after Kipchoge’s mon-
umental marathon on Saturday, 
Brigid Kosgei of Kenya set a new 
world record for women’s mar-
athon with a time of 2:14:04 at 
the Chicago Marathon, besting 
Paula Radcliffe’s record by 81 
seconds, which has stood since 
2003. She was also wearing the 
Nike Vaporfly Next%, a last min-
ute choice inspired by Kipchoge. 
Kipchoge wore the same shoes 
in his world record that he ran 
in Berlin. While the Next% shoes 
are commercially avail-

able, her achievement was also 
heavily scrutinized, as some 
credit her success compared to 
past personal best times and the 
impressive improvement from 
the previous world record to the 
shoes. 

The International Association 
of Athletics Federation (IAAF) 
is the governing body for vari-
ous running-related events. Its 
current rules loosely state that 
the shoes “must not be con-
structed so as to give athletes 
any unfair assistance or advan-
tage.” With Nike’s new, superfast 
shoes in the marathon-racing 
scene, the IAAF has been con-
sidering changes to the rules. 
Experts have called the shoes a 
form of “technological doping,” 
and there has been talk of how 
the shoes provide a mechanical 
advantage to those wearing it, 
with its thick midsole increasing 
running economy. However, this 
is just the latest technological 
development in the running shoe 
industry, and the actual shoes are 
not providing any bonus assis-
tance to the runner. 

With two legitimate world re-
cords tied to the Nike Vaporflys, 
the shoes has been under heavy 
scrutiny. Ryan Hall, a retired 
professional runner who holds 
the US half marathon record, 
claimed that these shoes create 
an “uneven playing field.” How-
ever, other brands have created 
their own models, with Hoka 
One One being the first to follow 
in Nike’s lead by reconstructing 
the midsole of its shoes. Sauco-

ny and Brooks 
have also de-
veloped their 
own versions, 

and Des Linden 
wore a proto-
type of a Brooks 

racing shoe with car-
bon fiber plates when 

she won the Boston Mar-
athon in 2018. All major 

brands are developing their 
own version of Nike’s Alpha-

Flys, continuing to seek more 
efficient shoes that allow elite 

runners to run even faster. 
Kipchoge’s performance was 

immense regardless of the crit-
icism he received for the shoes. 
The Nike shoes he wore only 
helped him run more efficient-
ly—they didn’t add speed that 
wasn’t already there and do not 
detract from his performance. 
Kipchoge proved that it is pos-
sible for a human to break the 
two-hour barrier, and there’s no 
doubt that others will follow in 
his steps. The original four-min-
ute mile barrier stood for de-
cades, but once broken in 1954 
by Roger Bannister, Australian 
runner John Landy ran 3 min-
utes and 58 seconds just 46 days 
later. As scientists continue to 
develop more efficient shoes, it’s 
exciting to see when others will 
join Kipchoge in the exclusive 
sub-two club.
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Brooklyn Wirt ‘21 switched to Outside Hitter her Lower year after playing 
miiddle as a Junior. 

Eliud Kipchoge’s Controversial Sub-Two 
Hour Monumental Marathon Time

TIFFANY TANG

NICOLE LEE
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Andover Girls Soccer faced 
Boston Globe’s “Team of the 
Week” Thayer Academy this 
past Wednesday, losing its 
first game of the 2019 season 
3-1. 

Andover was down 2-0 af-
ter the first half against Thay-
er. Although the halftime talk 
by Head Coach Lisa Joel re-
vived the team’s energy, lead-
ing them to score in the sec-
ond half, Andover was unable 
to defeat Thayer, according to 
Mack Lucas ’20.

“I think the second half re-
ally tested our grit and spirit, 
and we bounced back after 
halftime. Going into the talk, 
we were a bit frustrated and 
stressed out, and after the talk 
and after we spent some time 
together we refocused, and 
got our hearts in it,” said Lu-
cas. 

According to Athalia Esty 
’22, the team brought their 
best effort against Thayer, but 
lost due to lack of passing con-
nection among the players. 

“As a team, our hearts were 
all there and we were fight-
ing until the final whistle. 
We have to work on connect-
ing our passes more—we can 
connect really well, but some-
times we don’t play as a team,” 
Esty said. 

Andover is using this loss 
as a learning experience and 
an indication for areas of im-
provement, according to Lu-

cas. 
Lucas said, “Our season has 

been awesome, and this game 
isn’t an exception. We needed 
this reality check that some-
times bad games just happen. 
These girls, this team is truly 
amazing; my favorite I’ve ever 
been a part of, and it’s because 
of our spirit and how much 
we want to win. I know we’ll 
bounce back after this match, 
and continue on our fun and 
successful season.” 

Earlier in the week, An-
dover defeated Northfield 
Mount Hermon (NMH) 2-1 
during its Breast Cancer 
Awareness game. Nicola Som-
mers PG’20 assisted a crucial 
goal against NMH when she 
crossed the ball in the air right 
as Myra Bhathena ’22 leapt up 
and headed the ball into the 
back of the net. Andover’s re-
cord now stands at 10-1-3. 

Despite facing issues with 
the referee during the NMH 
game, the team managed to 
secure a win by maintaining 
its composure and limiting its 
fouls, according to Lily Haik 
’22. 

“I think we found each oth-
er’s feet well and we were able 
to work up the pitch. I think 
we were doing well support-
ing each other because we 
all got very easily frustrated 
because the [referee] was not 
the best [referee], but we all 
kept each other calm and cool 
and that definitely helped 
limit the number of fouls we 
gave,” said Haik.  

Moving forward, the team 
is looking to improve its of-
fensive skills and make more 
deliberate plays, according to 
Emily Kelly ’22. 

Kelly said, “I feel like we 
needed to work on connecting 
passes. We didn’t really make 
eye contact when passing the 
ball but we went ahead and 
passed it anyways so we lost a 
lot of possession.”

Andover will next face 
Deerfield away this Sunday. 

Girls Soccer Beats NMH, 
Loses First Game to Thayer 

INDI WAGNER
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Anna Hurley ’21 has netted 5 goals this season as  a starting midfielder.
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Harry Chanpaiboonrat ’21 donned a dark navy turtleneck and blue jeans with stripes going down the sides. He completed his dark blue monochromatic outfit with black Air Jordan 1s and a rose gold chain hanging around his neck. Ben Fu ’21, a friend of Chanpaiboonrat, describes his style as uncomplicated.  

“His outfits always look really effortless, and there’s this beautiful interweave between athleisure and smartness that’s ever-present in his fits. It’s only flashy where and when it needs to be,” said Fu.

Chanpaiboonrat describes his style as a crossover between minimalism and streetwear with modern influence. He credits his older sister for being a source of inspiration for fashion advice and style.

“[My sister’s] a pretty fashionable person, and I get clothing advice from her. She has a variety of clothes, so usually she likes to mix and match the length of her clothes—which is some-

thing I take inspiration from. If she wore shorts, she would wear either a tank top of a full long sleeve and she would try to layer her clothing very well, too,” said Chanpaiboonrat. 

Arts&Leisure

The powerful sounds of the 
orchestra slowly dimmed to 
a soft melody of two violins 
and a cello, the deep tone of 
the cello complementing the 
higher pitch of the violins. 
All three instruments slowly 
built to a crescendo, and the 
orchestra joined in again as 
the audience applauded the 
soloists. Audience member 
Alana Yang ’21 noted how the 
two violinists, Hazel Koh ’21 
and Isabel Chin ’21, and cel-
list, Jimin Kim ’20, captured 
her attention with their play-
ing.

“One of my favorite things 
in this concert was during 
the Academy Chamber Or-
chestra’s performance [when] 
Koh, Chin, and Kim played 
sort of a solo within the piece. 
The communication that they 
had was just phenomenal and 
they all played really well and 
I thought that was really, real-
ly amazing,” said Yang.

The trio was a part of a piece 
by George Frideric Handel, 
performed by the Academy 
Chamber Orchestra during 
the Academy Bands and Or-
chestra Concert in Cochran 
Chapel over Family Week-

end. Four musical ensembles 
performed: the Amadeus 
Chamber Orchestra, Academy 
Chamber Orchestra, Acade-
my Symphony Orchestra, and 
Academy Concert Band. 

The orchestras and band 
had only about a month to 
practice and rehearse for the 
concert. According to Derek 
Jacoby, Director of the Acad-
emy Chamber Orchestra, the 
students successfully per-
formed relatively longer con-
cert pieces at a higher level 
compared to previous years 
despite the short preparation 
time. Percussionist Brandon 
Chandler ’20 echoed this sen-
timent.

“The most unique part was 
that [the concert] was so chal-
lenging. It’s always interest-
ing when we have some more 
difficult pieces to play in band 
because they really make us 
stretch our own abilities,” 
said Chandler.

The Family Weekend con-
cert is also unique in that the 
orchestras have a combined 
concert with the bands, ac-
cording to Christina Landolt, 
Director of the Academy Sym-
phony Orchestra. Carolina 
Weatherall ’21, concertmaster 
of the Amadeus Chamber Or-
chestra, commented on why 
she thought the joint concert 
made the concert unique and 

was a good experience. 
“I don’t ever remember 

combining it with concert 
band, and I actually really 
liked it because the audience 
gets to watch combined con-
cert band and orchestra, and 
we all play in the same night. 
It was cool because you get a 
different take and get to hear 
different styles of music,” said 
Weatherall. 

According to Holly Barnes, 
Director of Performances, the 
concert is much shorter than 
others in the year in order 
to accomodate for Grasshop-
per Night. Furthermore, it is 
meant to showcase a small 
portion of each ensemble’s 
ability, according to Kayla 
Lang ’22, principal violinist 
in the Amadeus Chamber Or-
chestra. 

“This concert was import-
ant because it is a special 
opportunity to show many 
families and family members 
what music is at Andover. 
There are so many ensembles 
and each of them have such 
a unique sound. I hope this 
concert shows the work that 
is put in to make it happen, 
and also gives the families a 
nice performance,” said Lang.

Editor’s Note: Jimin Kim is 
a Layout Editor for The Phil-
lipian. 

NATALIE CHEN

Andover Orchestras and Bands 
Perform Short Selections 

For Family Weekend

From her spot on the balco-
ny, the singular voice of Chloe 
Webster ’20 echoed through-
out Cochran Chapel, soon 
joined by that of Denise Tav-
eras ’21 standing on stage. As 
the song progressed, the me-
lodic voices of chorus spread 
throughout the chapel, culmi-
nating in a piece about hope 
and familiarity.

This song, “Meet Me Here,” 
was the opening of the Acade-
my Choral Concert, featuring 
the Phillips Academy Chorus 
and the Fidelio Society. The 
concert was open to families 
visiting the school during An-
dover’s annual Family Week-
end. 

Chorus member Elyse Gon-
calves ’23 said, “I personally 
really liked ‘Meet Me Here’ 
because one of the lines was 
‘coming home to the light.’ 
Although we all had very dif-
ferent ideas and different per-
sonalities, we’re all coming 
together with the same mes-
sage, which was that of love 
and happiness… It’s a non-sibi 
way of performing, it’s sing-
ing not just for yourself but 
for the large audience, and I 
really appreciate that.”

While singers spread out 
around the chapel in a forma-
tion called “the round,” audi-
ence members found them-
selves enveloped by voices. 
Audience member Myranda 
Lu ’23 felt the difference in 
effect from when all the mem-
bers sang onstage. 

“When we were surround-
ed, you could hear everyone’s 
individual voice. It literally 
gave me chills,” said Lu.

Accompanied by Rebecca 
Plummer on piano, the group 
performed songs that includ-
ed a variety of sounds, such as 
clapping, stomping, and more. 

The leading theme of the con-
cert, “Words Matter,” directly 
influenced the musical choic-
es made by the director of 
both Chorus and Fidelio, Ab-
bey Siegfried. 

In an email to The Phillipi-
an, Siegfried said, “I... believe 
that words truly do matter. 
The words we choose to say—
the words we choose not to 
say. The pieces that we per-
formed with texts are really 
poignant texts about the hu-
man condition and challenges 
our world faces.” 

Songs such as “Miniyama 
Nayo” and “Nyon Nyon” were 
wordless. They consisted of 
percussive and vocal sounds 
rather than words, which re-
peated throughout the songs. 
“Miniyama Nayo” in particu-
lar showcased Fidelio’s abili-
ty to use their voices without 
words. 

Abigail Taylor ’20, Co-Head 
of Chorus and member of Fi-
delio, said, “Being very delib-
erate about what words you 
sing is a really important part 
of singing, and [so is] being 
aware of when you’re sing-
ing words and when you’re 
not singing words. We had 
songs without words mirror-
ing songs with words. That’s 
something that I think was 
really special about this con-
cert.” 

According to Siegfried, 
Chorus members are able to 
portray many positive emo-
tions through the lyrics of 
their songs. Siegfried also be-
lieves that members should 
use this ability to spread pos-
itivity through their singing. 

“If we are going to say some-
thing—if words do matter—we 
should use words that count 
and can make the world, or at 
least our little corner of it, a 
brighter, hope and joy filled 
place at least for the moments 
we share together during the 
concert,” wrote Siegfried.

JESSICA XU

Academy Choral Concert 
Weaves a Story 

With and Without Words

D.ZHU/THE PHILLIPIAN

G.HORNSBY/ THE PHILLIPIAN

Friday night’s performance was the first concert of the year for all four participating ensembles.

S.ZHANG/ THE PHILLIPIAN

R.HALTMAIER/ THE PHILLIPIAN
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Lined up in three rows, fourteen 
girls kneel down on the wood-
en floor, wearing black leotards, 
tights, and ballet shoes. Arms 
outstretched, they gaze intently 
toward the front of the dance stu-
dio, a thin ballet barre stretched 
out along the wall behind them. 
The photograph, titled “Dance” 
and taken in March 1966, depicts 
a ballet class at Abbot Academy. 
Ballet was the primary form of 
dance style at Andover until the 
early 2000s, according to Judith 
Wombwell, Instructor and Chair 
in Theater and Dance. 

Records of Abbot’s dance cur-
riculum dates back to as early as 
the 1930s, and the program was 
geared toward the entire student 
body. Up until the 1972-1973 Ab-

bot school year, students were re-
quired to take a minimum of one 
term of ballet. 

“We had held ballet classes for 
a very long time at Abbot Acad-
emy, and then when the schools 
merged, the dance program and 
ballet came up the hill. It’s one 
of the few programs that came 
up the hill, so we have a strong 
legacy with the Abbot Academy. 
Back then, there were mainly 
only ballet classes taught and over 
the years, we have expanded the 
dance program to offer a wider 
range of dance styles,” said Erin 
Strong, Instructor in Theater and 
Dance. 

Trisha Brown, founder of the 
Judson Dance Theater and post-
modern dance movement, was 
invited as a choreographer for 
the dance department during the 
2002-2003 school year, breaking 

the ballet tradition at Andover, ac-
cording to Wombwell. 

“I think [Trisha Brown’s res-
idency] broke the ballet culture 
and allowed dancers to try mod-
ern and other styles… study dance 
and you realize that dance is about 
everything, it’s a form of expres-
sion. It can represent culture, or 
pretty much anything you want it 
to represent. Dance is being used 
as a language that’s just as potent 
as literature. It’s really important 
for students to understand that 
they are learning only a little piece 
of what dance can be and how rel-
evant it is to the world at large, ” 
said Wombwell. 

According to Wombwell, when 
she began teaching at Andover, 
the dance culture at Andover was 
split up and still heavily geared to-
wards ballet. 

“When I got here I was a part-
time teacher, and I put the danc-
ers into three different levels: 
beginner, intermediate, and ad-
vanced. I held [ninety minute] 
classes for advanced, and an hour 
fifteen for beginners and interme-
diate every single day. It was just 
me and I had seventy dancers and 
the other teacher had five modern 
dancers… It was in a time when 
you’re either a ballet dancer or 
you’re a modern dancer and you 
don’t go back-and-forth. There 
was definitely a ballet culture,” 
said Wombwell.  

Since 2002, many new dance 
groups have formed to explore 
styles not offered in the dance 
curriculum, such as Hypnotiq, 
Blue Strut, and Footnotes. Vastly 
different from the original bal-
let classes held at Andover, these 
dance groups allow students to 
explore their own choreography 
and styles of dance. Strong and 
Wombwell have worked toward 
creating a modern-based dance 
curriculum. 

“I believe in not only bringing 
outside companies in but also the 
Dance Open and choreography 
class… and [students] finding their 

expression in it. It’s not just about 
technique, you’re not just athletes, 
you’re artists. Arts can help not 
only reflect your understanding 
of society, but the arts can help 
define society and change culture. 
It’s really powerful when you get 
to express your own thoughts and 
find a vehicle to do that through 
the medium of dance,” said Strong. 

Wombwell continued to ex-
pand the dance opportunities 
available to students by showcas-
ing performances choreographed 
by students, such as Dance Open, 
and later creating a choreography 
class with Strong. Today, there are 
many ways in which students can 
get involved with choreography 
and leadership in the dance de-
partment. 

Dancer Sophie Liu ’20 has en-
joyed the choreography opportu-
nities at Andover. 

Liu said, “Whether it’s through 
more informal settings like the 
dance labs or within dance clubs, 
or more serious platforms like 
902’s, the Dance Open, Grasshop-
per, or even assisting with cho-
reography for shows that ADG 
[Andover Dance Group] puts on, 
I think student choreography is 

really thriving here on campus, 
and I’m glad that there are so 
many platforms on which we can 
experiment and create and grow 
beyond the traditional dance cur-
riculum.”

Trevor Moss ’22 explained that 
students’ choreography is per-
formed both on and off campus. 

“There’s an identity piece that’s 
traveling to Scotland this summer, 
and pretty much all of the combi-
nations that we’ve done that are 
going to end up in the piece are 
student-choreographed… One of 
the seniors, Uanne Chang [’20], 
is doing a 902 production, where 
she choreographs the entire piece, 
and that’s just really amazing,” 
said Moss.  

According to Victoria Zhou 
’22, students are able to shape the 
dance department today by tak-
ing on leadership roles, such as in 
running dance shows and leading 
dance groups. 

She said, “There are only three 
main teachers, and I think it’s be-
cause they also want us to learn 
how to become leaders ourselves. 
That’s why we have team cap-
tains, and that’s also why all of the 
dance clubs are led by students.”

From Ballet to Modern: 
A History of the Contemporization of Dance At Andover

Arts&Leisure

NOEMI ELLIOTT

D.ZHU/THE PHILLIPIAN

With the stage basked in 
a blue glow, Lesley Tan ’22, 
dressed in black from head to 
toe, rehearses her self-cho-
reographed piece for Andover 
Dance Labs, with the somber 
notes of Billie Eilish’s “Ocean 
Eyes” playing in the back-
ground. As the blue lights illu-
minate her figure, Tan fluidly 
moves from a fan kick to an 
attitude turn before transition-
ing into a side leap. According 
to Tan, performing a self-cho-
reographed piece in front of 
a big audience was a new and 
vulnerable experience. 

“I didn’t choreograph much 
before coming to Andover. I 
felt especially vulnerable be-
cause I didn’t have much ex-
perience choreographing and 
there was also a sizable audi-
ence during the show. Never-
theless, I was proud to show 
people something that I creat-
ed, even though it was a short 
piece. I remember people who 
I hadn’t met before coming up 
to me after the show and con-
gratulating me,” said Tan.

Tan first started taking ballet 
classes at six years old, and has 
since trained intensively as a 
ballerina, perfecting her tech-
nique throughout the years. 
Since coming to Andover, she 
has started to incorporate dif-
ferent styles to her dancing, 

such as contemporary, jazz, 
and hip hop. Fellow Ando-
ver Dance Group (A.D.G.) 

member Katherine Wang 
’21 described Tan’s dance 

evolution.
“You can see her 

training in her danc-

ing very explicitly, and it shows 
in her dancing. With that being 
said, since coming here, I’ve 
noticed that she’s been able to 
expand a lot and it’s also been 
really fun to see her grow out 
of a ballet mindset … and start 
to experiment with different 
kinds of dance,” said Wang. 

On campus, Tan is a member 
of A.D.G. and Blue Strut, which 
has helped her to experiment 
with different styles of dance. 
One style Tan has been exper-
imenting with in particular is 
contemporary, which she feels 
is less restrictive than ballet 
because it allows her to show 
more emotions through her 
movement. Tan feels like she’s 
matured as a dancer during 
her time at Andover so far, and 
her mindset about dancing has 
evolved.

“When I was little, I felt like 
the way I danced was a lot 
more immature. It was just fol-
lowing all of the strict rules of 
ballet. But since [coming here], 
I’ve kind of grown out of that 
and have been able to create 
my own style of dance, now in-
corporating all of the influence 
that I have had from all other 
instructors and other styles 
of ballet, and that has really 
changed the way  that I think 
about dance and how I dance 
in general,” said Tan. 

Tan cites American balleri-
na Misty Copeland as her main 
dancing inspiration. Copeland 
was a judge at a competition in 
San Diego that Tan attended at 
the age of about ten or eleven. 
One of the reasons she looks up 
to Copeland so much is because 
she was the first African-Amer-
ican principal dancer, which 
inspires Tan to push through 
obstacles. Tan also explained 
how Copeland’s non-tradition-
al body type gave her inspira-

tion to dance. 
“I’m also inspired by her be-

cause of her body type, because 
I don’t exactly have the perfect 
body type for ballet, and she’s 
inspired me to keep on doing 
ballet and other forms of dance 
even if I don’t have the perfect 
body type. She’s just been such 
an inspiration throughout my 
entire career as a ballerina,” 
said Tan. 

Fellow A.D.G. and Blue Strut 
member Uanne Chang ’20 stat-
ed one of the things she loves 
most about Tan is the energy 
she brings to the groups and 
dances. 

“I think she has a really strong 
dance technique from her bal-
let training, which contributes 
a lot to the dance groups she’s 
in, like ADG or Blue Strut. But 
what I love most about her is 
the positive energy she always 
brings to the studio, how she 
always has a smile on her face, 
and the warmth she radiates 
when she’s dancing with either 
everyone or on her own,” said 
Chang.

NATALIE CHEN AND 
REENA KIJOWSKI

Lesley Tan ’22 Creates Her Own 
Unique Style of Dance at to Andover  

G.WANG/ THE PHILLIPIAN

Lesley Tan ’22 has participated in 
the Youth American Grand Prix, 
an international dance competi-
tion, for four years in a row.

Dance at Andover began as a progam at Abbot Academy, with some perfor-
mances held in the gymnasium, as pictured above.

According to Erin Strong, Instructor in Theatre and Dance, the oldest 
records of dance at Andover date back to the 1930s. This photo is from 
March of 1966.

COURTESY OF THE ABBOT ACADEMY COLLECTION, ARCHIVES & SPECIAL  COLLECTIONS

COURTESY OF THE ABBOT ACADEMY COLLECTION, ARCHIVES & SPECIAL 
COLLECTIONS, PHILLIPS ACADEMY 

COURTESY OF LESLEY TAN
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Leo Deng ’21 Starts Clothing Brand ‘Asoniai’ as a 
Form of Art Through Fashion

Red lava flows steadily onto 
the sides of an erupting volca-
no. Rings of fire change from a 
vibrant red to hues of yellow, 
green, blue and inky black. 
This graphic tee, designed by 
Leo Deng ’21, is worn by his 
friend Harry Chanpaiboonrat 
’21. 

This is just one of the many 
pieces of clothing that Asoni-
ai, a brand founded by Deng 
and his cousin, offers to its 
customers. The brand’s mes-
sage centers on the creation of 
authentic and original street-
wear clothing and strives to 
showcase art through original 
designs. 

“I started a while back in 
2016 with my cousin, but it 
was just a down-low passion 
project that we made because 
we were both into sneakers 
and streetwear for a while, 
and as we grew older, we got 
into art. We both do a lot of 

different mediums, so we 
kinda wanted to fuse them 
together and make our own 
graphic designs and what 
not,” said Deng. 

Deng and his cousin were 
inspired by the lack of unique 
designs and the growing 
prevalence of plagiarism. Us-
ing his brand, they wanted to 
combat these growing issues 
with new ideas and a heavy 
emphasis on using fashion as 
an expression of art.

Deng said, “The main thing 
we wanted to push to make 
[our clothes] unique was art 
through fashion… We think a 
big problem in the industry 
right now is plagiarism from 
vintage t-shirts and graphic 
designs, where a lot of street-
wear brands today just steal 
their designs instead of mak-
ing their own original de-
signs.”

Deng and his cousin design 
each piece differently, sourc-
ing inspiration from artwork, 
music, or just random bursts 
of ideas. 

“I think my process is dif-
ferent every time… Mostly, 
there will be random spurts 
of inspiration and or moti-
vation...Music is a big inspi-
ration, or if I see an artwork 
that inspires me, that would 
be the first step. And then, ei-
ther using that inspiration or 
just using that emotion that I 
feel from that inspiration, [I] 
make something new,” said 
Deng.

While at first, Deng utilized 
online services to produce his 
clothing, he recently learned 
how to screen print and press 
the apparel on his own. In 
terms of design, Deng’s basic 
process usually begins with 
taking photos and then ed-
iting them to their choosing 
using digital software to add 
color, distortion, and other 
effects.

“The process is usually 

photography and then put in 
Photoshop or just a graphic 
design on Adobe Illustrator...
Whatever look I kinda want, 
and using that graphic design 
and placing it on a t-shirt or 
something,” said Deng.

While Asoniai currently 
concentrates on streetwear 
fashion such as hoodies, 
t-shirts, jeans, and denim 
jackets, Deng wants to branch 
out into different styles of 
clothing.  

Deng said, “It’s just about 
having the connections to 
manufacture them...We make 
a lot of designs that never get 
released. We’re already work-
ing on a lot of button ups and 
collar shirts and windbreak-
ers and rain jackets and stuff.”

In the short term, Asoniai 
looks to add more members 
to their team to oversee ar-
eas where they feel they need 
more work. This includes cre-
ative types as well as more 
managerial positions for their 
website, asoniai.com, where 
they sell their clothing. 

“We just want more pho-
tographers and videographers 
for lookbooks, and especially 
just product pictures, because 
that’s what we are struggling 
more on. And [we need] man-
agers for the website and stuff, 
because...my cousin [and I] 
are more artistic creatives… 
[We need] more manufactur-
ing and marketing to get it up 
there. I mean it’s small, but 
we get more purchases from 
random advertisements than 
the people who actually fol-
low the brand on social me-
dia,” said Deng. 

Chanpaiboonrat said, “To 
wear a piece of garment de-
signed by a friend just makes 
the piece feel so much more 
personal and meaningful, 
which, I know, is something 
that is rare in clothing that 
you just buy from a store.”

Teddy Wilkin PG’20 sports 
a dark waist-length coat, under 
which he wears a light grey sweat-
er that spills slightly over his col-
lar. He couples this with a pair of 
light blue Converse to complete 
the ensemble. On his head rests 
what has come to be known as his 
“Newsies” or “Peaky Blinders” flat 
cap.

“I got the idea to wear [the hat] 
from the show “Peaky Blinders”. 
That was a pretty big influence. 
Also, along with that show and 
others, the idea of long coats — 
the peacoat was also a look that I 
really liked and wanted to see if I 
could pull off,” said Wilkin. 

Both Wilkin and some of his 
friends, Kate Horton ’22 and Ni-
ara Urquhart ’21, have noticed a 
trend of a “Teaching Fellow” aes-
thetic in his style. They have also 
noticed that his style pays homage 
to vintage fashion, especially with 
his newsboy style hat, popular in 
the early 20th century. 

Wilkin said, “It’s ironic actual-
ly, I would imagine that my style 
is almost an opposite, a juxtapo-
sition from my personality. My 
style is kind of borderline formal 
and ludicrously formal, one might 
say… I’m okay with that, I can 
work with that. If nothing else, I’d 
like people to be intrigued by what 
I’m wearing, and perhaps enough 
so to start talking to me.”

Urquhart, also in an email to 
The Phillipian, stated that her first 
impression of his fashion was “if 
Sherlock Holmes were a teaching 
fellow,” and that Wilkin tends to 
dress like a “1930s ‘young lad.’” 

Wilkin is aware of both of these 
themes; when asked to describe 
his personal style, he said “[it’s] a 
conglomeration between 1920s 
working class guy and teaching 

fellow.”
 His favorite pieces include his 

signature hats, his sweater, and his 
vest. This particular aesthetic has 
lent itself to his very distinct style. 
While not particularly in line with 
fashion trends or rules, his style 
represents him in a very unique 
way.

“It’s not necessarily stylish, just 
the fact that it’s so uniquely him 
and that he has such a presence 
on campus that makes him and 
his style so extraordinary,” Horton 
said.

This sentiment is also shared 
by his friends; Urquhart mentions 
his messenger bag as something 
he always wears, while Horton 
points out his sport jacket as a sta-
ple piece.

“I would have to say his sports 
jacket is the most iconic part of his 
outfit. Even in 80 degree weath-
er you can still find him with 
his sports jacket on because he 
brought it and he’ll wear it,” said 
Horton.

Hayden Best ’21 said that 
Wilkin is “very professional, but 
at the same time also maintain-
ing a casual feel… he commands 
a lot of respect with the style that 
he chooses, and it inspires me to 
sort of follow that and try to dress 
more professionally myself.”

When asked about what ini-
tially sparked the way he dressed, 
Wilkin cited both his desire to be 
unique and the state of fashion at 
his previous schools as catalysts.

“It started off as kind of a desire 
to be different from other people. 
Where my school was, it’s rural 
New Hampshire, so people gen-
erally wear really ‘useful’ clothes, 
like Carhartt, Timberland, but 
not for style points; they’re wear-
ing that because that’s what they 
wear to work, et cetera. I wanted 
to not necessarily set myself aside, 
but set myself apart; be distin-
guishable at a glance,” said Wilkin.

DORIAN WANG

CHLOE KINDANGEN

Look of the Week:
Teddy Wilkin PG’20 Dons Flat Caps and Sport Coats 
in Self-Described “Teacher Aesthetic”

Leo Deng ’21 attended Parson’s Fa-
hion Program this summer where 
he learned printing and illustrat-
ing skills that he plans to use in his 
brand. 
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Teddy Wilkin’s PG’20 style is influence 
by various different sources including 
the TV shows he watches, steampunk 
style, and the idea of classical Europe-
an fashion.
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