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WELCOME TO ANDOVER
If you’ve received this issue, you’re a new student! Welcome to campus. 

In this special edition of The Phillipian, you can find out about all the different things 
happening at Andover, learn helpful tips to navigating campus, 

and read some advice from returning students. We hope you enjoy. 
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Day Students, Embrace Your Freedom 

Perhaps the best part of be-
ing a day student at Andover is 
the sheer amount of freedom 
you have. You can choose to 
be the reclusive type, arriv-
ing on campus just before the 
start of classes and departing 
promptly after sports. Or you 
can choose to be the prover-
bial “boarder who sleeps at 
home,” eliciting dubious cries 
of “You’re a day student?” 
even halfway through the 
school year. 

Now, I’m not here to tell 
you which archetype is bet-
ter – the truth is that most 
day students will end up be-
ing somewhere in the middle. 
However, at the start of your 

Andover career, it’s easy to 
cling onto one of the extremes, 
and I am no exception. 

In the first few weeks of my 
Junior year, I stayed on cam-
pus nearly every night and 
attended any weekend events 
I could get to. On the surface, 
I was an eager socialite, but 
beneath it all, I was deathly 
afraid of being forgotten by 
my boarding peers. It was as if 
staying home ran me the risk 
of becoming the bygone day 
student of which I had been 
warned. Soon enough, stay-
ing on campus became a pre-
ventive measure rather than 
a restorative one. It became 
far too easy to dismiss my ac-
tual needs in favor of what I 
thought to be a social imper-
ative. As a day student, I was 
supposed to have the most say 
over my involvement on cam-
pus, and yet it felt like I had 
none. 

It took me just over a 
month to reach the point of 
social burnout, in which noth-
ing appealed to me more than 
retreating to the cozy con-
fines of my off-campus abode. 
During this brief period on 
the other end of the extreme, I 
came to the now-obvious con-
clusion that I didn’t have to be 
on campus all the time. Come 

Monday morning, Andover 
would still be there waiting 
for me with its unmistakable 
charm. 

This is not to say that the 
pseudo-boarder lifestyle is 
inherently worse than a more 
withdrawn approach; both 
have their pros and cons. As 
such, my own experience is 
less a critique of any one ap-
proach to being a day student 
and more a reflection on the 
danger of forgetting your 
unique freedom as one. There 
is no reason to consign your-
self to being either the social 
or unsocial day student. If you 
want to be on campus, go for 
it – there’s so much to learn 
about yourself and others. But 
if you just want to stay home, 
you can – no one’s going to 
forget about you (I promise). 

Once you learn to appre-
ciate your freedom as a day 
student, the hardest part be-
comes deciding whether or 
not to actually go to campus. 
While this new dilemma may 
cause its fair share of stress, 
relish the fact that you have 
the choice in the first place. 
Though it may seem desirable 
to be just one type of day stu-
dent or the other, never lose 
sight of your ability to be both. 

Think First

It’s September, and the 
brisk autumn air has already 
begun to spread across cam-
pus. Students have moved 
in, classes have begun, and 
you’re looking forward to 
the exciting gauntlet of chal-
lenges that await you in the 
upcoming school year. You 
make sure to check your 
schedule twice, to pencil in 
those important assignments 
and projects, and to gear up 
for the upcoming “Andover 
Winter” that will be upon you 
all too soon. The schedule on 
your whiteboard is already 
crammed with a host of extra-
curricular clubs and athletic 
teams. You can’t wait to check 
out and use the newly refur-
bished library, and the Sny-
der Center that somehow still 
maintains that “new building 
smell” even close to a year af-
ter its renovation. You’re pre-
pared, ready to dive into the 
Andover experience. 

That was my thought pro-
cess, at least, when I first 
started here two years ago. 
But then I realized that I re-

ally wasn’t prepared. The 
first month was a whirlwind 
of new challenges ready to 
make even the most daring of 
students take a step back. Ori-
entation, classes, and the club 
rally especially were each sig-
nificant hurdles, and I could 
barely keep up with the fran-
tic pace of life that Andover 
inevitably provides in the 
first few weeks. 

So, before moving on, take 
a second to stop and think. 

Before you embrace ev-
erything that Andover has 
to offer, think back to the 
day when you first #[Said]
YestoAndover and reflect on 
why you made that decision. 
Think about the various as-
pects of Andover—wheth-
er it be the rigorous modern 
physics class or the diverse 
student body—that made you 
commit in the first place. Re-
flect on what you’ve already 
seen at registration or orien-
tation, what you’ve experi-
enced at Paresky Commons 
or in the library, and whom 
you’ve met in your first few 
days on campus. Connect it 
back to your decision to join 
Andover. Take it all in.

I’m not advising you to 
plan out the next four years 
of your life at Andover. I’m 
only suggesting that you think 
about the amazing position 
that you’ve gotten yourself 
into and how you can make 
the most of each and every 
day that you spend with this 
community here at Andover. 
When you step back, take a 
deep breath, and take in the 
stunning landscape that sur-
rounds you, you’re able to ap-
preciate it all the more.

Make The First Move.

And I don’t just mean in 
romantic relationships. The 
most surprising things about 
Andover are the friendships 
that I did not expect and 
the opportunities I did not 
know existed. The only way 
to access these things is to 
act unprompted. When you 
see someone on the path you 
don’t know, introduce your-
self. Go to your teacher’s con-
ference hours and ask if you 

can get extra help before they 
even notice you’re struggling. 
Andover has all of these great 
resources and people, but 
there is only so much you can 
benefit from when you are ex-
periencing it passively. 

Waiting around for oppor-
tunities to come to you just 
slows you down. So act and 
ask questions because other-
wise, you’ll miss out. 
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New Beginnings
Junior year is all about new 

beginnings and thousands of 
different firsts. From your first 
classes to your first sports games 
to your first recitals to your first 
club meetings, you are constant-
ly experiencing the rush of this 
new world. My biggest piece of 
advice is to embrace it all. There 
is never any harm in trying some-
thing new and there are so many 
amazing opportunities on this 
campus to experience. Sign up 
for the 27 clubs at the club fair 
(and maybe only attend three), 
try a new sport, or sit with some-

one new in English class. Never 
stop exploring all the amazing 
people and things Andover has 
to offer. It is easy to feel pressure 
that you need to find your “thing” 
right away Junior year, but this 
could not be farther from the 
truth. Maybe you will discover 
that something amazing the fall 
of your Junior year, or maybe you 
will discover what you are most 
passionate about your Senior fall. 
Either way, you will never know 
if you never try! 

Keep an eye out for
 The Phillipian’s new section, 

Phillipian Live! 

Watch the first show at 7:00 
p.m. on YouTube.
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Lessons from My Brother

When I arrived on cam-
pus as a Junior, I was ner-
vous and shaking—I liter-
ally hid on the floor of my 
car from the Blue Keys on 
the corner when I drove in. 
I had gone to an all-girls 
school with 60 people in 
my grade, so coming to An-
dover was a shock. 

I felt lost during all of 
my fall term. It seemed that 
everyone I knew was al-
ready much better friends 
with everyone else and 
that I was getting lost in a 
place so big and so unfa-
miliar. However, the more 
time I spent here—meeting 
people through new class-
es, clubs, and sports—the 
more I found myself get-
ting into the groove of An-
dover and learning to make 
this place into a home of its 
own. What I didn’t know 
then was that everyone 
feels a little lost and alone 
at first, and no matter how 
settled everyone else may 
seem, they are all going 
through the same thing.

But by the end of win-
ter term I was desperate-
ly homesick. Above all, I 
missed my family, my dog, 
and my friends. When 
I went home for spring 
break, I was overjoyed to 
see them again and deter-
mined that I would leave 
Andover and return to the 
comfort and familiarity of 
my old school and friends. 

I am extremely lucky 
to have an older brother 
who was an Upper when I 

started Andover. In fact, he 
was the reason I decided 
to come in the first place. 
When I told him that I 
wasn’t coming back to 
Andover, he was crushed. 
He reminded me that he 
too bounced between 
friends his Junior year, 
not really knowing where 
he’d fit in. He said that if 
I left, I would likely lose 
the friendship of the best 
friend I had made at An-
dover. I was devastated to 
even think about losing out 
on experiencing the close 
Andover friendships that 
my brother always spoke 
about.

My brother taught me 
that the friends you make 
at boarding school (even 
if you are a day student) 
are the closest and the best 
you will ever make. Your 
high school years are an 
awkward time when every-
one is growing and chang-
ing and trying to figure 
themselves out. When you 
undergo so much devel-
opment as a human while 
living in such close prox-
imity to your friends—see-
ing them every waking mo-
ment, and leaning on them 
in tough times—you not 
only develop tight friend-
ships, but you also turn 
these friends into family. 

The best decision I ever 

made was to stay at An-
dover. Despite my doubts 
along the way, completing 
my Junior year set me up 
for a lifetime of fond mem-
ories to look back on. Even 
when it seems as if every-
thing is grey (you’re sleep 
deprived, stressed, and 
hangry), you will look back 
and find yourself laughing 
about the person you were 
Junior year. When people 
say the best thing about 
Andover is its people, they 
truly mean it. You will find 
a new family of faculty and 
students alike here to lean 
on in times of trouble and 
to support in turn. We all 
want you to succeed and 
thrive and we will do ev-
erything we can to help 
you on your way. 

While my brother gave 
me many important pearls 
of wisdom (such as NEV-
ER wear your lanyard, go 
to conference every day, 
get in line for Under the 
Bed shows at least 40 min-
utes before showtime), the 
best thing he ever told me 
was to weather the storms 
and push through the chal-
lenges of your first year. 
I promise that the next 
three will make up for it a 
hundredfold. 

What Wearing a Blazer Everyday to Class Taught Me

I wore a blazer to class ev-
ery day during my first three 
months at Andover. At the 
time, it felt right. Then one 
November morning of my Ju-
nior year, I looked in the mir-
ror and wondered why I was 
literally the only person who 
wore a blazer.

I enjoy dressing up and I 
care about fashion. Many peo-
ple classify my style as “classic 
New England.” I enjoy vests, 
jeans, mint greens, and Jack 
Rogers. Before Andover, blaz-
ers were never my go-to attire. 

The notion of wearing one 
didn’t even occur to me until 
the summer before Andover. 

My mom claims her work 
attire inspired my love for blaz-
ers. My dad claims our stay in 
Battery Park, New York City by 
Wall Street inspired me. Who’s 
right? I don’t know. What I 
do remember is hanging two 
blazers in my closet on move-
in day and hearing my parents 
whispering, “She’s gonna look 
back and regret this…” But I 
didn’t care. On the first day of 
classes, I showed up to first 
period in a grey blazer. 

Months later when I looked 
in the mirror, I realized blaz-
ers did not represent who I 
was. My desire to look formal 
and prim triggered my blazer 
mania. Blazers failed to proj-
ect my personal style accu-
rately and I really did start to 
miss my vests. Three months 
into school, my blazers found 
themselves tucked into the 
corner of my closet. 

I did not write this article 
to warn readers against wear-
ing blazers. I wrote this article 
because I wore clothes to class 
everyday for three months that 

inaccurately represented who 
I am, and no one questioned 
me. In retrospect, I believe this 
demonstrates the tolerance 
and acceptance of personal ex-
pression on Andover’s campus. 
I stopped wearing blazers not 
because people mocked me 
but because of self-realization 
that I was taking myself too se-
riously. 

I hope new students will 
come to recognize the level 
of acceptance present on this 
campus and will feel comfort-
able representing themselves 
in ways that are sincere. An-
dover welcomes expressions 
of all sorts. Whether you en-
joy wearing business casual to 
school or prefer to roll up in 
sweatpants or neon tights, An-
dover’s non-judgemental en-
vironment has proven a place 
where everyone can shine. 
Sticking to one’s principles 
and remembering one’s sense 
of self may be the hardest part 
of it all. For those who may 
have second thoughts about 
wearing something, I hope you 
choose to wear it because it 
represents who you are. 

What I Wish I Knew

When I first got accepted 
into Andover, I was more ner-
vous than excited. I had been go-
ing away from home ever since I 
was six, but I was still terrified 
to live apart from everything I 
knew and loved for longer than 
two months. I worried about 
how I would fit in, whether or 
not I would like my teachers, if 
I would make friends, etc. Even 
though my sister had graduated 
from Andover and my brother 
had gone to another boarding 
school, their experiences and 

reassurance brought me no 
comfort until I stepped onto 
campus and saw what this place 
was like for myself.

The second I drove past the 
bell tower, all the panic I felt 
leading up to my arrival dis-
appeared. I was ecstatic about 
meeting new people, joining 
clubs, decorating my room, and 
attending interesting classes. 
Throughout the year, I settled 
into my newly discovered place 
at Andover, and only now, as a 
senior, am I able to reminisce 
all of my missed opportunities 
and less-than-good choices. Of 
course, freshman year was one 
of the best years of my life, but 
there are things I wish I had 
known and done that would 
have both made my year better 
and helped me later in my An-
dover career.

The first piece of advice I 
received from nearly everyone 
I talked to was to say hi to ev-
erybody you cross paths with, 
especially the people in your 
grade. You are all in the same 
situation, so make friends and 
be open to others while you 

are finding your place. There’s 
no right or wrong way to make 
friends and try new things 
when everyone else is just as 
lost as you are. One thing I wish 
I had been told more often is to 
make good habits during fresh-
man year: get enough sleep, go 
to all three meals, don’t stay up 
late (lights out is 11pm anyway), 
and to learn to manage my time 
wisely. Turning my good deci-
sions into habits earlier would 
have saved me a lot of stress 
when I wrote my History 300 
paper Upper year and even now, 
during college applications.

The next one is cliché, but 
important: try new things! I 
wish I had been less afraid to 
subject myself to completely 
unfamiliar activities and experi-
ences, because like I wrote ear-
lier, everybody was in the same 
boat and feeling just as nervous 
as I was. In general, taking ad-
vantage of all the things Ando-
ver has to offer is something I 
wish I had done sooner rather 
than later, especially since I’ve 
become more and more busy.

The last piece of advice I 

have is don’t compare yourself 
to your peers. At one point, we 
were all the top of our class, 
the best player on our team, 
or very good at 
one thing or 
another. There 
is no benefit 
to constantly 
comparing our-
selves to the other 
amazing kids around 
us. Even though I ad-
mit it is tempting to flaunt 
grades, keep in mind that we 
are all here for a reason and 
should never let anybody else’s 
accomplishments or shortcom-
ings influence personal efforts 
or opinions.

Changing Friends

Friendships made during 
your first term at Andover 
may not be as permanent as 
you think they will. You and 
your friends will learn more 
about yourselves and your 
values throughout the year—
you will change. Change 
means making new friends, 
distancing yourself from 
others, and discovering 
new interests. Change 
is not easy; it is not 
fun to cut off a close 
friend, attend a club 
meeting by yourself, 
or visit a Rebecca 
M. Sykes Wellness 
Center counsel-
or after you have 

convinced yourself that you 
do not need anyone’s help. 
But change is necessary for 
growth. Be brave enough to 
care about activities and is-
sues your friends lack interest 
in. The norm is comfortable. 
But in disrupting the norm, 
you will mature emotionally 
and spiritually.

Friend groups are not of 
utmost importance. Yes, you 
need friends to endure the 
roller-coaster that is Ando-
ver, but “fitting in” is not sus-
tainable. If the people you 
surround yourself with are 
truly your friends, they will 
check on you, listen to you 
rant, and attend your recitals. 
I met some incredible people 
over the years who have given 
me the emotional safety to be 
vulnerable or wild out when 
I feel like it. Remember that 
you will always feel more lib-
erated if you do what you want 
to do. Prioritize self-care and 
show appreciation. You have 
a gift; you may not know it 
yet, but it’s inside you wait-
ing to be developed, and it 
is distinctly yours (not your 
friends’ or your parents’). 
Tap into your own potential 
without disparaging some-
one else. Please try to be 
genuine and patient with 
yourself as you learn, 
and eventually, you will 
thrive. You got this, I 

believe in you. 

AVA LONG
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Gigi’s brother Thomas ’18 convinced her to stay at Andover after she con-
sidered leaving during her Junior year. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF: WHAT YOU MISSED LAST YEAR
• The lawn outside of Samuel Phillips Hall was re-

named the Richard T. Greener Quadrangle last 
September. Greener, Class of 1865, was Andover’s first 
black graduate. He became the first black graduate of 
Harvard University in 1870 and the first black profes-
sor at the University of South Carolina. An advocate 
for racial equality throughout his life, he later became 
the dean of Howard University Law School. A statue 
will be erected on the lawn this year to honor his 
legacy. 

• Part of the Campus Master Plan, the new music 
building will be constructed next to the Peabody 
Institute and will be nearly double the size of Graves 
Hall. It will house practice rooms, recital halls, a 
recording studio, percussion studio, and technology 

lab. Rehearsals will be conducted in the new music 
building rather than Cochran Chapel so musicians 
will no longer need to transport instruments to and 
from Graves.  

• After a seven-year tenure, John Palfrey announced he 
would step down from his position as the 15th Head 
of School. Palfrey left Andover to become the sixth 
president of the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur 
Foundation, a non-profit organization based in Chi-
cago. Jim Ventre ’79, former Head of Admissions, was 
declared interim Head of School for the 2019-2020 
school year. 

• This year, rooms that were traditionally singles 
changed to double and triples to accommodate the 
over-enrollment of boarding students. As a result, 

more students will reside in larger dormitories on 
campus. This is also the first year of dorms that house 
both Juniors and Lowers, instead of traditional Ju-
nior-only dorms. 

• Artifacts stolen from the Robert S. Peabody 
Museum of Archeology were returned after having 
been missing for decades. Among the artifacts were 
a patulate celt worth $16,000, a shell disk depicting 
two woodpeckers, a citico style shell gorget with 
rattlesnake engravings, various arrowheads, and stone 
tools. However, the F.B.I is still looking into the case, 
as some artifacts are still missing. 

STAFF REPORT

Snippets of Wisdom

Commentary: Anxiety All 
Around AndOver 
By Riley Gillis ’19

As a Junior overwhelmed 
by intense anxiety, I was still 
hesitant to seek guidance from 
a counselor...

Positive self-talk proved to 
be the key to handling my anx-
iety, as it provided me with the 
ability to counter my negative 
thoughts with positive reas-
surances...It took me much of 
my first two years at Andover 
to come to terms with and ulti-
mately overcome my at severe 
anxiety, and I hope that by 
sharing my story in The Phil-
lipian I can inspire the many 
people at this school who 
grapple with the anxiety to 
keep fighting.

Editor’s Note:  Anxiety All 
Around AndOver was original-
ly  published on Feb 1, 2019. 

Unmasking Masculinity
By Isaiah Lee ’19

Most responses to toxic 
masculinity remain, for the 
most part, undetectable out-
side of rare, honest, and de-
liberate conversations. And in 
general, these conversations 
are rare because most guys 
don’t want to admit to others 
that they are being influenced 
by societal expectations of 
what it means to be conven-
tionally masculine (which, 
ironically, is also a result of 
these harmful expectations.)

....I constantly see kids in 
the dorm pushing themselves 
to be someone that they are 
not, just for superficial respect 
from their peers…. My hope 
is that more guys will start to 
have these realizations and 
speak up. We all understand 
on some level that the things 
that we’re saying and doing are 
damaging and undignified. We 
just don’t do anything about it, 
and it’s time for that to change.

Editor’s Note:  Unmasking 
Masculinity was originally 
published on Jan 16, 2018

Hopes & Fears For the New 
School Year
By Keely Aouga ’19

I encourage [underrepre-
sented Juniors and Lowers of 
color] to come to meetings for 
the Afro-Latino-American So-
ciety or Alianza Latina or just 
go to CAMD to feel loved and 
share laughs with people who 
will look at you and love ev-
ery inch of you…I ask that you 
don’t give up and continue to 
be proud of who you are, and 
allow yourself to explore who 
you are meant to be. Andover 
is a tricky place as it is, but you 
must always remember that 
you are not alone and there are 
people that look like you and 
me cheering you on, fighting 
for you, and here for you.

Editor’s Note:  Hopes & Fears 
For the New School Year was 
originally published on Septem-
ber 15, 2017

Nothing and Everything
By Cecelia Vieira ’18

The truth is, I’ve spent the 
majority of my time at An-
dover struggling against the 
bounds of my own mediocri-
ty. The hierarchy came quick. 
A few months in, we could all 
pick out the kids who were go-
ing to make it — the top dogs, 
the real deal. The Juniors who 
were placed into calculus just 
stood out a bit from everyone 
else…

I’ve redirected my attention 
towards careers in which I can 
be a behind-the-scenes player, 
and I’ll probably be happier 
and more successful because 
of it. At Andover, we all want 
to be politicians, CEOs, lead-
ers in our fields. We all want 
to be exceptional. Coming to 
terms with the fact that that’s 
just not who I am was both re-
velatory and freeing. 

Editor’s Note:  Nothing and 
Everything was originally pub-
lished on June 3, 2018

Youth That Stick to Their 
Quarter
By Patricia Thompson ’19

Though the school has done 
a wonderful job promoting di-
versity and a culture of aware-
ness and openness to discus-
sion, change comes from the 
students themselves. We are 
the ones who must take full 
advantage of and celebrate 
Andover’s diversity. Students, 
I urge you to learn about dif-
ferent cultures and ideas by 
sitting with different groups of 
people at lunch, or by striking 
up conversations with people 
you have never talked to be-
fore. Unlike less diverse pock-
ets of the world, our campus 
provides us with countless 
opportunities to learn how to 
accept and appreciate people 
and cultures different from 
ourselves. It is a unique privi-
lege, and we should recognize 
and value it as such.

Editor’s Note:  Youth That Stick 
to Their Quarter was originally 
published on October 12, 2016

Jon Krikorian ’21 on Prefecting

Why did you want to be-
come a prefect?

We were so lucky to have 
such good prefects my Junior 
year [in Rockwell House]. Ev-
erything that they did for us 
inspired me to want to do the 
same for other kids. They were 
always there for us and really 
helped us, not only as a leader, 
but as a friend, and I want to 
give the other kids the same op-

portunity they gave us.

What is one thing that you 
hope your prefectees can 
know about your role in the 
dorm?

Even though much of [my 
job] is a leadership role and 
much of it is [a friendship], we 
are on different levels. There is 
an in-between between friend 
and prefect. It is definitely im-
portant to be their friend, and 
at the same time not be [too le-
nient]. 

What are you most excited 
for?

I’m most excited to get [my 
prefectees] in the rhythm of 
going to class and seeing them 
grow as people and get more 
comfortable and adapt to the 
school and understand every-
thing.

What advice do you have 
for [Juniors] in general?

Don’t be afraid to ask for help, 
don’t be afraid to ask questions. 
If you’re unsure about some-
thing, just ask. Don’t be afraid 
to talk about anything anytime, 
because people here are willing 
to listen and everyone wants to 
help you succeed.
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Carolina Weatherall ’21 on Prefecting

What role do you think 
prefects have in helping Ju-
niors grow and thrive at An-
dover?”

I think in the life of a prefect, 
it’s really important to help fos-
ter a relationship with the [Ju-
niors] such that the [Juniors] 
feel like they can open up to 
the prefect and ask for advice. I 
think that’s really important to 
know that the prefect’s door is 

always going to be ready to be 
opened...[Juniors] can come on 
in at any point and ask any ques-
tion, [whether it’s] questions 
that you would want to bring up 
with an adult or that you maybe 
might not even feel comfortable 
bringing up with an adult.

Why did you choose to be-
come a prefect?

I chose to be a prefect be-
cause my prefects [Junior] year 
were amazing, and they provid-
ed sort of a sisterly figure to me 
in my first year here at Andover. 
They made my transition run 
more smoothly between middle 
school and high school—board-
ing school—which for a lot of 
people is very different. Living 
away from home, living with 
new people, not having anyone 
from your direct family there, 
necessarily. Just being a listen-
ing ear and offering advice.

Is there anything that 
you’re really looking forward 
to this year in the dorm?

I’m really excited to do some 
dorm bonding games and activ-
ities. I have a really cool plan: 
my plan is to get mugs, blank 
mugs, that you can paint on, and 
then everybody can paint their 
own mug, put their name on it, 

and then they’ll bake them. And 
then everyone has their own 
mug that they can use, and then 
that way there’s no “somebody 
took my mug!”

If you were to offer any 
advice to Juniors or incom-
ing new students, what would 
you want them to know about 
Andover, about prefects, 
about leadership figures who 
are here to support them?

Prefects are here for you. 
Knock on our doors, come in 
and sit on our pillows or chairs 
or whatever, and just feel com-
fortable with opening up to us. 
We are here to listen to you 
and support you, and whatever 
endeavor, wherever you are in 
life, whatever walk of life, we’re 
here for you. Have a few older 
students—that can be your pre-
fects, proctors, your team cap-
tain, someone in orchestra or 
band—that you see as a mentor. 
But also have a few adults on 
campus that you feel comfort-
able talking to. Oh, and take 
advantage of other support sys-
tems, such as [Rebecca M. Sykes 
Wellness Center] counseling 
and the Academic Skills Center. 
Even if you feel like you don’t 
necessarily need it.
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Brandon Chandler ’20 on Proctoring

Why did you become a 
proctor?

When I first came to Stea-
rns, I had a lot of really great 
proctors, and I always thought 
that if I was going to stay in 
Stearns that I would want to 

assume a leadership role. I 
thought that it would be the 
right thing to do, and it’s just 
something that interests me.

What has it been like 
meeting all of the new stu-
dents in Stearns?

It’s been kind of surreal, 
just because I remember what 
it was like when I was a new 
student and how strange ev-
erything felt. I wasn’t a new 
lower obviously, but just be-
ing in a new dorm with new 
people was just really strange, 
and having proctors there 
to help us was really great. 
But it’s nice, it’s nice to meet 
new people and it’s nice to 
try and give them direction. 

What role do you think 
proctors play in helping 
new students who are not 
[Juniors] settle into their 
dorm, their grade, and An-
dover as a whole?

Giving them the general 
layout of the campus, I think 
that’s so important, because 

a lot of times they’ll hear it 
from teachers or advisors 
or something like that and 
it never really sinks in. But 
when its peer to peer, it really 
helps.

Is there anything that 
you’re really looking for-
ward to this year in the 
dorm?

Just kind of managing stuff 
around the dorm, stuff like 
that… and also giving restric-
tion. 

What’s one piece of ad-
vice that you might want 
new students to know?

You’re going to fail a lot. 
It’s natural. Don’t feel down. 
If you feel like you’re going to 
quit, trust me, find the peo-
ple in your life who will help 
you get through it, because 
Andover’s going to knock you 
down. But the best thing that 
it can do is show you how to 
get back up.
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Carolina Weatherall ’21 is a pre-
fect in Isham House. 

Alex Fleury ’20 on being a Day 
Student Mentor

Why did you decide to be-
come a Day Student Mentor?

I decided to become a Day 
Student Mentor because I want-
ed to help the new students like 
I was helped during my [Junior] 
year. I found the program was 
very helpful in getting me accus-

tomed to campus.

What are you excited for 
this year in terms of being a 
Day Student Mentor?

I am excited to work with 
these new students, to help them 
with their classes, and to help 
with any questions they have, 
along with learning from them, 
and learning what I can do better 
as a mentor.

What role do you think Day 
Student Mentors play on cam-
pus?

Day Student Mentors have a 
role of making new day students 
feel more comfortable on cam-
pus and make their transition 
onto campus easier in any way 
possible.

Is there any advice you 
would want to give to incom-
ing Juniors and/or new stu-
dents in general?

For the incoming students, 
I recommend that they don’t 
hesitate to reach out to anyone 
on this campus. We have an in-
credible faculty, along with great 
student leaders who are always 
willing to answer questions.
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Jon Krikorian ’21 is a prefect in 
Rockwell House. 
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Brandon Chandler ’20 is a proctor 
in Stearns House. 
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Alex Fleury also serves as Day Stu-
dent Representative in Pine Knoll.

Here is some advice from previous students. Published within the past four years, these excerpts originally 
ran as full-length commentary articles. 
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SPORTS IN BRIEF: WHAT YOU MISSED LAST YEAR

• Andover Field Hockey won its third title in four 
years. The team defeated Hotchkiss 2-1 in the 2018 
Nepsac Class A Championship to cap off its 17-0 
season.

• In its first meet of the season, Andover Boys Swim-
ming & Diving set the National High School Record 
for the 200-Meter Medley Relay with a time of 
1:41.15.

• Throughout the season, Andover Boys Swimming 
& Diving broke 27 records with wins at both the 
Eastern and New England Championships. The 
team won Easterns by a margin of 123.5 points. At 
New Englands, the team secured its fourth consecu-

tive Championship title and the team broke New En-
gland, meet, pool, and school records and surpassed 
All-American consideration 12 times.

• Andover Boys Squash defeated Phillips Exeter 
Academy three times. The team defeated Exeter 7-0 
at the first matchup of the season at home, once again 
at Nationals, and 6-1 for a final victory at the team’s 
last home match of the year.

• At ISF World Schools Championship in Rio de Ja-
neiro, some members of Andover Boys Swimming 
& Diving represented Team USA. Andover was 
selected as the sole boys team to represent the United 
States. The meet was conducted in “prelim-final” 

format and members of the Andover team made the 
finals in each event.

• Andover Girls Tennis claimed the championship 
title at Nepsacs after facing Hotchkiss in the Nepsac 
Class A Finals for the second year in a row. After fall-
ing 4-5 the year before, Andover won 5-3 and earned a 
first-place trophy.

• With a total of 111 points, Andover Girls Track & 
Field won its fourth straight New England title last 
spring. The team placed in 12 of the meet’s 17 events 
and won by a 13 point margin over rival Exeter, whose 
team came in second place.

STAFF REPORT

A sea of tie-dyed shirts, 
“Honk if you love Big Blue” 
signs, and cheering Blue Key 
Orientation Leaders, or Blue 
Keys, surrounded new stu-
dents as they arrived at reg-
istration on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 3. While this tradition 
typically takes place on the 
corner of Main Street and 
Chapel Avenue, this year’s 
registration was moved from 
George Washington Hall to 
the Snyder Center; as a re-
sult, the cheering occurred at 
the corner of the parking lot 

entrance to the Borden Me-
morial Gym and South Main 
Street.

According to Blue Key 
Head Lilly Feeney ’20, George 
Washington Hall was too 
small to host registration. 
Feeney noted that the Blue 
Key Heads “pushed back a lit-
tle bit but [Chris Capano, Di-
rector of Student Activities,] 
said they [had] already decid-
ed.”

At first, Blue Key Head 
Hywot Ayana ’20 was hesi-
tant about the change, but she 
felt confident in the students’ 
ability to adjust, adapt, and 
bring energy and excitement 
to the first day at school.

Ayana said before the 
event, “Rain or shine, no mat-
ter where we are, that’s a real-
ly special day, and I think that 
as long as the people are there 
and as long as the energy there 
and we’re still welcoming the 
new students, it’s going to be a 
great day no matter what.”

Feeney echoed Ayana’s 
sentiments.

“At first I was a little skep-
tical on how it would work, 
but after Capano explained 
everything to us, it kind of 
made sense why they moved 
it...We’re just going to be the 
first grade that ever did it on 
[this] corner, versus the first 
grade that didn’t do it on the 
other corner,” said Feeney.

Many Blue Key Heads, 
orientation leaders, and new 
students commented on the 
event’s high energy. Accord-
ing to Blue Key Henry Hearle 
’20, the change turned out to 
be an improvement in terms 
of functionality and accessi-
bility.

“I didn’t think it was a big 
deal that the corner was mov-
ing to a different street, as 
long as we were still on the 
streets where there would be 
the most new students driving 
through. I actually thought it 
was better because students 
could stand at both sides of 
the entrance where all the 
cars had to get through to get 

to Snyder,” said Hearle.
Ultimately, Hearle saw the 

cheering as a display of wel-
come, togetherness, and ex-
citement for the beginning of 
school.

“I remember at one point 
[Blue Key Head Mark Witt 
’20] and [Blue Key Head Jed 
Heald ’20] showed up in the 
Blue Key bike with a side seat 
and just rode down the hill 
with the new student cars and 
came back up with a new stu-

dent in the side seat. Every-
one was cheering so loud at 
the moment and I loved how 
Andover kids were already 
bringing the new students 
into their community,” said 
Hearle.

As a new Upper, Cheryl 
Tugad ’21 experienced the 
cheering. Tugad said, “It was 
super fun. I didn’t expect it...I 
didn’t know it would be hap-
pening but it was a really nice 
surprise.”

New Corners: Blue Key Cheering Moved to Snyder Center Entrance
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The Blue Key festivities escalated to the point that PAPS brought barriers 
and safety tape to keep students out of the street. 

ACROSS
1. Which building on campus is named after an inventor most famous for 
the cipher that shares his name? 
9. Red is which cluster’s color?
10. Which civilian-turned-superhero is an Andover alumnus?
11. Which Blue Key Head is known for his roller skates?
12. Which cluster has the fewest dorms?
15. Which Andover dorm is named after the 45th secretary of war?
16. What dish in commons is Commons worker Nestor Payan known for 
preparing?

DOWN
2. What Andover alumna made her directing debut in the 2019 movie“-
Booksmart?”
3. Where was Silent Study located during the renovation of the Oliver Wen-
dell Holmes Library during the 2018-2019 school year?
4. Every year, West Quad South coordinates what kind of tournament?
5. Jim _________ ’79 is the Interim Head of School.
6. What is the official name of the room in the Oliver Wendell Holmes Li-
brary referred to as “Silent Study”?
7. What is the name of Andover’s unofficial gorilla mascot?
8. Which downtown coffee shop has a fireplace?
13. Which language is taught in the classroom next to the German class-
room?
14. How do we walk on the grass?
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In past years, Blue Keys welcomed new students from the corner of Main 
Street and Chapel Avenue. 
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Andover 
Trivia 

Crossword

ACROSS: 1. MORSE, 9. WEST QUAD NORTH, 10. TONY STARK, 11. JEFFREY, 12. PINE KNOLL, 15. STIMSON, 16. STIR FRY
DOWN: 2. OLIVIA WILDE, 3. LOWER LEFT, 4. SPIKEBALL, 5. VENTRE, 6. GARVER, 7. GUNGA, 8. CAFFE NERO, 13. RUSSIAN, 14. ZIG ZAG

Delivery

Domino’s Pizza 
(978-474-0066) or order online
Sauce Wings Ribs and Burgers 
(978-475-4769) or order online
Bertucci’s Brick Oven Pizza and 
Pasta 
(978-470-3939) or order online
King’s Subs and Pizza 
(978-470-1850)
Mootone Fine Japanese Cuisine 
(978-623-8006)
Captain Pizza 
(978-975-1230)
The Grill  (Pizza, Subs, Sandwiches)
(978-475-6068)
Whole Foods 
(978-749-6664)

Using DoorDash
or Similar Apps

Chipotle Mexican Grill
Thai Sweet Basil
LaRosa’s (Sandwiches and Salads)
Casa Blanca Mexican Restaurant
Andover Town Market (A wide vari-
ety of choices at all three meals: Break-
fast, Lunch, Dinner)
D’Agostino’s Delicatessen
UBurger
Yella (Mediterranean food)
Gati Thai Bistro
Salvatore’s Restaurant (Italian food) 
Raagini Indian Bistro

Off-Campus Dining
Although Paresky Commons has deli-
cious food, sometimes it’s nice to grab a 
meal in the comfort of your own room. 
Here’s a list of local restaurants you can 
have delivered to your dorm. 

A



Although we are a newspaper, you don’t need to love writing to be involved with The Phillipian. We have plenty of sections ranging from video to illustration, and we 
welcome students from every corner of campus. We want to represent the entire student body, and we can’t do that without your help. If you have questions about 
anything, feel free to email Upper Management at um@phillipian.net. 

If you like current events:
News might be the section for you. Every week, the news section covers major 
events on campus such as visiting speakers or club events. They also report on 
alumni and conduct investigative features. If interested in writing, email Rachel 
Chang (rchang20@andover.edu) and Steve Nam (snam20@andover.edu). 

If you like fashion or performing arts:
The Arts & Leisure section covers student plays, music performances, dance 
shows, and social events. They also run a weekly feature called “Look of the 
Week” that highlights a student with distinctive style. If interested, email Lind-
sey Chan (cchan20@andover.edu), Kaitlin Lim (klim20@andover.edu), and Es-
telle Zhu (ezhu20@andover.edu). 

If you like business: 
Our business section manages all of our finances. Business ranges from dis-
tributing papers, selling ads, and managing subscriptions. The Phillipian is fi-
nancially independent from Andover, so we rely on the business section to sell 
ads and subscriptions to keep us going. If interested, email our CFO Aissata 
Bah (abah20@andover.edu). 

If you like coding:
Consider joining our digital team. Last year, they built a new website from 
scratch and worked on creating automated upload to our website. There are 
always more features to be added on the website, so if you’re interested, email 
Sarah Chen (schen21@andover.edu), Anthony Kim (akim21@andover.edu) and 
Harry Shin (dshin20@andover.edu). 

If you like video:
We have two sections that fall within this category. Video produces content for 
our YouTube channel, while Phillipian Live is our live news show. If you like 
camerawork or video editing, these are the sections for you. Whether you have 
experience or not, Phillipian Live and Video both need video editors and cam-
eramen to produce content. For video, email Pickle Emerson (nemerson20@
andover.edu) and Sophie Huang (shuang20@andover.edu). For Phillipian Live 
email Jake Jordan (jjordan20@andover.edu). 

If you like opinion writing:
Write for commentary! The commentary section encourages a wide variety of 
opinions and perspectives. This section especially likes to have new writers 
every week, so please don’t hesitate if you have a viewpoint to share. Email 

Andy Zeng (yzeng20@andover.edu) and Adin McAuliffe (amcauliffe20@ando-
ver.edu) if you’d like to write.

If you like sports:
Join our sports section! This section covers varsity games every week as well 
as features specific teams and notable athletes. You don’t need to be an ath-
lete to write. If you’re a strong writer with an interest in sports journalism, 
you’ll fit in perfectly. Email Gigi Glover (eglover20@andover.edu), Linda Bibeau 
(lbibeau20@andover.edu) and Juliet Gildehaus (jgildehaus20@andover.edu) to 
join. 

If you like art:
Try drawing for illustration! Illustrations accompany commentary articles 
each week. Email Rory Haltmeier (rhaltmeier20@andover.edu) and Kelly Song 
(jsong20@andover.edu) to join.  

If you like graphic design:
Our graphic design team makes charts, graphs, and other infographics that 
help convey articles. Graphic collaborates with many different sections and 
also produces our annual State of the Academy, a survey that analyzes data 
taken from the Andover student body. Reach out to Jimin Lee (jjlee20@andover.
edu) and Stephanie Yang (syang21@andover.edu) to join. 

If you like comedy:
Write for our satire section, The Eighth Page. If you’re funny, shoot an email 
to Lily Rademacher (lrademacher21@andover.edu) and Rachel Neplokh (rne-
plokh20@andover.edu) and join the section. 

If you like photography:
Take pictures for The Phillipian! We need pictures for every print section, and 
each week’s lede photo is the focal point of our front page. Email Olivia Tung 
(otung20@andover.edu) and Shahinda Bahnasy (sbahnasy20@andover.edu) to 
join. 

If you speak multiple languages:
Translate articles for our multilingual section. This helps parents who speak 
other languages stay connected to the school and allows you to hone your 
translation skills. If interested, email Riku Tanaka (rtanaka20@andover.edu) 
and Skylar Xu (zsxu20@andover.edu). 

How Do I Join The Phillipian?
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