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On the morning of May 31, 2018, 
students and faculty received an 
email from Head of School John 
Palfrey announcing that there had 
been a possible threat to campus. 
As a result, all final assessments 
that day were cancelled, ending 
Spring Term and the 2018-2019 
academic year a day early.  

Jennifer Elliott ’94, Assistant 
Head of School for Residential 
Life and Dean of Students, said, 
“Two different administrators 
received an email that indicated 
there could be some level of vi-
olence or harm on our campus. 
There were details in it that made 
it so we couldn’t rule out that it 
was not about our campus.” 

According to “The Eagle Tri-
bune,” the anonymous email con-
tained a screenshot of a threat-
ening message posted on a social 
media account. 

In his email on May 31, Palfrey 
wrote, “I am writing to let you 
know that today, in addition to our 
team of public safety officers, you 
will see Andover police patrolling 

on and around our campus.  The 
reason for this increased security 
is that [Andover] received a possi-
ble threat of violence via email and 
the matter is being actively inves-
tigated.”

Although the threat did not 
specifically mention Andover, 
there was not enough evidence to 
ensure Andover was not a target 
before the morning of May 31. 

According to Elliott, other 
schools received different threats, 
but no institution received the ex-
act same message, which would 
indicate a phishing incident. The 
threat, however, did have connec-
tions to people who attended a 
different school with the initials 
“P.A.”

Elliott said, “We elected to can-
cel final assessments because we 
needed to notify the community 
about the threat, and we felt it was 
really unfair to ask kids to concen-
trate on final assessments when 
this ambiguous worry was loom-
ing over all of their heads.”

The original threat was sent 
to the two administrators on the 
afternoon of May 30 before the 
school notified students and facul-
ty on the morning of May 31. 

“In that interim period be-
tween when the email came in on 
Wednesday afternoon and Thurs-
day morning, we had a couple of 
check-ins with authorities, and 
they were unable to completely 
eliminate the threat, and so they 
wanted us to be as careful as pos-
sible. They felt confident that they 
would have enough presence on 
campus that they felt at that point 
we weren’t in danger on campus,” 
said Elliott. 

According to “The Eagle Tri-
bune,” the threat drew the atten-
tion of the F.B.I. and resulted in 
patrols at every school in Andover. 

In an email following Palfrey’s, 
Elliott asked students to consid-
er staying in their dorms. Pare-
sky Commons, the Oliver Wen-
dell Holmes Library, and George 
Washington Hall were open and 
were suggested as places for day 
students who happened to be on 
campus to go. 

While the threat was being 
investigated, members of Phillips 
Academy Public Safety (PAPS) 
worked closely with the Andover 
Police Department to ensure safe-
ty for students on campus. 

Mark Leonard, Director of 

Public Safety, said, “There may 
not have been a lot of specificity 
to the threat, regarding [Andover], 
but any time there is a threat that 
is potentially aimed at a school, or 
student, or a faculty member, or a 
staff member, it’s taken very seri-
ously.”

Prom had been scheduled for 
later in the afternoon of May 31. 
Although it was unclear at first 
whether prom would proceed, 
it was later decided that it would 
continue as planned despite the 
morning’s events.

Elliott said, “There was a sense 
that if we’re going to cancel as-
sessments, we should cancel prom 
just because of principle. I think 
we felt really strongly that if there 
was no risk to any of our kids, we 
weren’t going to cancel prom just 
because kids hadn’t taken their 
final assessments. That just didn’t 
feel fair to the students.”

In her email to students on 
May 31, Elliott wrote, “Acting out 
of abundant caution, there will 
be a strategic presence of police 
along the promenade route and 
at the venue in Boston. We look 
forward to seeing family, friends, 
faculty, and staff gather for this 

celebratory send-off culminating 
in Flagstaff Cluster. The event at 
the aquarium will be staffed by 
[Andover] chaperones, venue se-
curity, as well as members of the 
Boston Police Department.”         

Shortly before students gath-
ered for Prom, Palfrey spoke via 
live stream to provide an update 
to those on and off campus. It was 
an opportunity for parents, guard-
ians, and members of the campus 
community to pose questions.

Moving forward, Leonard 
would like to see all members 
of the campus community trust 
PAPS enough to bring any suspi-
cious activity to the attention of 
officers.

Leonard said, “I hope that there 
is trust between Public Safety, the 
house counselors, and faculty and 
staff, and that we build trust with 
the students, so that if they see or 
hear or have concerns about any-
thing, that they feel comfortable 
bringing it to our attention imme-
diately.”

FALL TERM IN REVIEW

As summer gave way into 
autumn, the cheers of Blue Key 
Heads welcomed new and re-
turning students back to campus 
for orientation. Classes officially 
began on Friday, September 7, 
marking the official commence-
ment of Andover’s 241st academic 
year.

Reconstruction of the Oli-
ver Wendell Holmes Library 
(O.W.H.L.) continued from the 
summer into fall term as librari-
ans and staff worked to provide 
students with alternative services 
and study spaces. The Library 
Help Desk and Silent Study re-
located to Lower Left of Paresky 
Commons, the Writing Center 
to Morse Hall, The Nest to Gelb 
Science Center, and the Academ-
ic Skills Center to Pearson C. 
The renovation is on course for 
its completion by August 2019, 
promising increased capacity, pre-
served heritage spaces, full-cov-
erage air conditioning, and many 
more improvements. Four times 
its original size, the renovated 
Nest will occupy the space where 
the Phillips Academy Computer 
Center is currently.

The term took an unexpected 
turn on Thursday September 13, 
when a gas leak affecting Law-
rence, North Andover, and An-
dover forced a school-wide evac-
uation from campus buildings. 
Students and faculty amassed 
on the Great Lawn before relo-
cating to the Smith Center until 
the Andover Fire Department 
cleared dorms as safe for occu-
pancy. Many left campus with 
local students or family, and Head 
of School John Palfrey canceled 
classes the following day. 

While campus still had ac-
cess to electricity, the closing of 
gas lines limited heat and hot 
water in Abbot Cluster. The lack 
of functioning washers and dry-
ers allowed for the entire cluster 
to receive complementary E&R 
Laundry service. In downtown 
Andover, many restaurants and 
stores closed temporarily, and 
eleven restaurants did not reopen 
for over a month. Businesses were 
not the only buildings impact-
ed  around 18,000 homes in the 

Merrimack Valley lost power in 
the weeks following the gas leak. 
To aid residents of Lawrence, 
Community Engagement Coordi-
nators Josie Arnold ’19, Jess Blu-
menthal ’19, Jami Taveras ’19, and 
Jenn Lu ’19 led a cookie dough 
fundraiser.

Wednesday, September 26 
marked the one-year anniversary 
of the death of Daniel Nakajima 
’18. During All-School 
Meeting (ASM) that day, Hakeem 
Rahim, a mental health speaker 
and trainer, took to the stage to 
share his own experiences with 
mental health. Rahim empha-
sized three messages: it’s okay to 
talk, there is no shame, and there 
is hope. Through spoken-word 
poetry and personal stories, he ex-
plained that no one is alone when 
facing mental illness. Rahim en-
couraged students to acknowl-
edge and work against the stigma 
surrounding mental health.

On Saturday, September 29, 
students, faculty, and alumni 
gathered in front of Samuel Phil-
lips Hall to commemorate the re-
naming of the Great Quad to the 
Richard T. Greener Quadrangle. 
Head of School John Palfrey re-
ferred to the Greener Quad as the 
“school’s most precious patch of 
land.” Richard T. Greener, Ando-
ver class of 1865, studied Latin, 
Greek, and English at Andover 
before becoming the first African 
American graduate of Harvard 
College five years later. He went 
on to become the first African 
American professor at the Uni-
versity of South Carolina. Linda 
Carter-Griffith, Assistant Head 
of School for Equity, Inclusion, 
and Wellness, described Greener 
as “one of the most eloquent and 
effective voices of racial equality.”

Thursday, October 11, marked 
the 30th anniversary of National 
Coming Out Day and the Gender 
Sexuality Alliance on campus. In 
an effort to foster inclusion at An-
dover, Marisela Ramos, Instructor 
in History and Social Science and 
LGBTQIA+ Adult Coordinator, 
organized an hour-long panel in 
the Rebecca M. Sykes Wellness 
Center, where members of the 
community shared their experi-
ences coming out. 

The Grammy award-winning 
musical ensemble Conspirare 
performed excerpts of their work 
‘Considering Matthew Shepard,’ 

composed by Craig Hella John-
son, during ASM on October 17. 
They told the story of Matthew 
Shepard, a gay college student 
who, on October 12 of 1998, was 
beaten to death after being ab-
ducted by two men in Laramie, 
Wyo. The work intended to bring 
individuals and communities to-
gether and address fundamental 
questions about human nature 
and the similarities all humans 
share. 

In the following ASM, Reza 
Aslan, a religious scholar and 
writer, spoke of religion, faith, 
and identity. Aslan presented his 
belief in the distinction between 
faith and religion—that faith is an 
inner human emotion, while re-
ligion is the outward expression 
of that faith. Aslan explained that 
human values are often inserted 
into, rather than derived from, re-
ligion, and expressed his opinion 
that religion is more of an identity 
than a set of beliefs. 

The Robert S. Peabody In-
stitute of Archaeology began a 
1.5 million dollar renovation to 
improve the preservation of arti-
facts such as pottery, stone tools, 
and photographs. Rotting wood-
en shelves and temperature and 
humidity fluctuations threaten 
to deteriorate thousands of rel-
ics. Plans for the renovation were 
made in 2016; staff members are 
currently moving the collection to 
the basement, a controlled envi-
ronment, for artifact preservation.

For the last ASM of the term, 
Peter Chermayeff ’53, Tamar 
Szabo Gendler ’83, and Eileen 
Christelow AA’61 received 2018 
Andover Alumni Awards of Dis-
tinction. The awards are present-
ed to alumni for their dedication 
and positive impact in various 
fields of endeavor. They were cho-
sen by the Alumni Council from 
over 20,000 alumni worldwide.

The student body’s annual 
Spirit Week marked the conclud-
ing days of the fall term. Spirit 
Week, which is hosted by the Blue 
Key Heads, aims to build school 
spirit before Andover’s largest 
sporting event and oldest rivalry: 
Andover/Exeter Day. Students 
dressed according to the theme 
of the day, with Cluster Wars on 
Monday, Generations on Tuesday, 
’80’s disco on Wednesday, Exeter 
Geek Day on Thursday, and Big 
Blue on Friday. 
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Editor’s Note: This article 
originally ran on September 14, 
2018.

All members of the Andover 
community — students, facul-
ty, faculty children, and staff — 
evacuated campus buildings at 
5:14 p.m. on Thursday, Septem-
ber 13, due to a gas leak affecting 
the towns of Lawrence, North 
Andover, and Andover. After 
gathering on the Great Lawn, 
the Andover community pro-
ceeded to the Smith Center and 
Case Memorial Cage for shelter, 
food, and water. These locations 
were cleared by the Andover 
Fire Department as safe for the 
community. Later that evening, 
many students returned to their 
dorms which were cleared for 
occupancy by the Andover Fire 
Department. Others left campus 
with local students or family. 

Head of School John Palfrey 
cancelled classes for Friday, 
September 14. While campus 
had electricity, gas lines were 
shut off, limiting heat and hot 
water on campus. 

“We are grateful to the An-
dover Fire Department for their 
assistance in keeping our com-
munity safe, and to all who of-

fered support in any number 
of ways, from food and water 
to logistics,” wrote Palfrey in 
an email to Andover families 
Thursday at 10:15 p.m.  

As of Thursday, the gas leak 
had sparked fires in at least 39 
homes across the three towns, 
according to “USA Today.” No 
fires occured on campus. 18,000 
homes are without without 
power, according to “The Ea-
gle Tribune.” On Twitter, Mas-
sachusetts Governor Charlie 
Baker has said that the state and 
federal governments will inves-
tigate the gas leak as soon as 
utilities are secured in affected 
areas. 

Governor Baker tweeted, 
“We have brought in and will 
continue to bring in hundreds 
of natural gas technicians who 
will deploy throughout the 
neighborhoods to do the work 
they need to do, house by house, 
to ensure each building is safe 
to occupy. Once neighborhoods 
are cleared, the power can be 
restored.”

Andover Evacuates Due to Nearby Gas Leak

STAFF REPORT

Editor’s Note: This article 
originally ran on September 14, 
2018.
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Head of School John Palfrey addresses students and faculty on the Great Lawn after a campuswide evacuation.

T. CONRARDY/THEPHILLIPIAN



April 27, 2018 T h e  P h i l l i p i a n NEWS A3

The Hidden Treasures of Phelps House

For over 100 years, each Head 
of School has lived in Phelps 
House, a cozy home at 189 Main 
Street recognizable by its grand 
wooden door, overhanging balco-
ny, and the occasional blue flag. As 
a result of its rich history, Phelps 
House has accumulated historical 
treasures within its walls. 

Phelps House has two identical 
chairs from the late 18th century, 
on one of which George Washing-
ton sat in during his visit to Ando-
ver. Because there is speculation 
about which of the two chairs 
Washington actually sat on, visi-
tors are encouraged to sit in both. 

“[Madam Phillips] immedi-
ately covered the chair, and no-
body sat on it until [Washington] 
died… If we were to pull all the 
upholstery out, underneath it says 
which one it is. But we haven’t 
done that, although I’m thinking 
now maybe we should,” said Head 
of School John Palfrey. 

John Palfrey continued, “You 
can sit in both of them, and then 
you will have definitely sat in the 
chair that George Washington sat 
in. [George Washington] of course 
is a major figure in our history. He 
is now much more complicated, 
because of how he’d been a slave 
owner and so forth in our retell-
ing, but at the time he was com-
pletely venerated.” 

The so-called ‘George Wash-
ington chair’ is not the only indi-
cator of Phelps House’s rich col-
lection of Andover history. Built in 
1812, Phelps House was originally 
meant to attract a professor of 
“Pulpit Eloquence” at the Ando-
ver Theological Society (A.T.S.). 
Pulpit Eloquence, also known as 
homiletics, is the study of the art 
of writing and preaching sermons. 

David Chase is a former res-
ident of Phelps House and the 
husband of Barbara Landis Chase, 
fourteenth Head of School. Ac-
cording to David Chase, an A.T.S. 
donor named William Bartlet 
originally built the house for a 
professor named Edward Dorr 
Griffin, who taught Pulpit Elo-
quence. 

According to David Chase, 
Griffin was considered very diffi-
cult to work with and left Andover 
suddenly, much to the embarrass-
ment of the faculty. 

“In order to get the [professor 
that Bartlet] wanted, he offered 
to build whatever house this guy 
requested. And the man he chose 
was named Edward Dorr Grif-
fin, and the reason Phelps House 
is so… much grander than any of 
the others… is because Edward 
Dorr Griffin had an enormous ego, 
thought great things of himself 
and decided, ‘Well, if I’m going to 
go to little old Andover out in the 
sticks, I’m going to have a won-
derful house.’ And William Bart-
let said, ‘You just tell him to get a 
design for the house and I’ll build 
it for you.’ And he did,” said David 
Chase.

Phelps House is also a birth-
place of American literary and 
theological history books. In the 
backyard of Phelps House, there 
is a small teahouse off to the side 
of the lawn. According to David 
Chase, this teahouse was where 
Elizabeth Stuart Phelps, author of 
“The Gates Ajar,” wrote said novel, 
which would later become a mas-
sive success. 

“Elizabeth Stuart Phelps, who 
is today the most famous person 
to live at Phelps House… from 
the 1840s until the 1890s, she was 
brought up there. And she, in the 
1860s, became a bestselling au-
thor, and the teahouse was her 
writing room,” said David Chase. 

Additionally, early American 
theologians pursued their goals in 
Phelps House under the supervi-
sion of the A.T.S. 

Calvinist initiatives and the 
largest Protestant missionary 
movement also began at Phelps 
House, according to David Chase. 
In addition, he said that the “or-
ganized temperance movement,” 
which promoted moderation par-
ticularly around intoxicants, and 
the first religious newspapers in 
the U.S. were planned in Phelps 
House. 

David Chase said, “So a whole 
bunch of things having to do with 
religion, old time religion, were 
hatched in that house.” 

In addition to literary and 
theological history, Phelps House 
also contains several pieces of An-
dover’s own origin, such as a desk 
belonging to Samuel Phillips Jr., 

the founder of Andover. While 
the desk appears relatively nor-
mal, it houses a small, secret com-
partment in the back. When the 
middle drawer of the raised shelf 
is pulled back, a narrow space is 
revealed. 

David Chase explained that the 
compartment may have been used 
by the Phillips family for reasons 
of commerce and business.

“That secret compartment 
is terrific. When that desk was 
made, and the Phillipses were a 
very wealthy family, they had lots 
of business going on, and where 
would they store documents? 
Well, in the desk. And if you had 
a document that was very private 
for one reason or another, like 
somebody’s IOU that you really 
wanted to safeguard, it would go 
into that secret compartment. It 
was sort of like your strongbox,” 
said David Chase. 

When he lived in Phelps 
House, David Chase and Barbara 
Landis Chase decided to declare 
the bottom floor of their house 
“public space” by opening it up to 
the students, faculty, and staff of 
Andover. This tradition has been 
upheld by John Palfrey, who sees 
the top and bottom floors of the 
house as two spaces with entirely 
separate connotations.    

“When the house was reno-
vated after Ms. Chase became 
the Head of School in 1994, we 
thought that it would make sense 
to try and use it as a place that pre-
sented, and to some degree, inter-
preted, the history of the Acade-
my. So we searched around, found 
a lot of things that we thought be-
longed in the house, and present-
ed that first floor in that way. The 
kids loved it, and the faculty were 
interested in it, the trustees loved 
it, so it worked, and the Palfreys 
have continued that tradition,” 
said Chase. 

John Palfrey said, “It’s really 
beautiful, but it is a little museum-
like. So I sometimes think we live 
in a really nice apartment above 
a museum that functions some-
times like a nice restaurant… And 
you can see, one of the things that 
you could talk about doing writ-
ing about the treasures of Phelps 
House, I think the house itself is 
the main treasure.”

Jack Palfrey ’21, who grew up 
in the house, emphasized this 
point, stating that the age of the 
house not only creates a historic 
ambience, but also a museum like 
quality.  

“I very much like living in the 
house. It’s over two hundred years 
old, which gives it a cool and his-
toric feel. It has a few aspects that 
make it seem like a museum at 
times. I also like being in the cen-
ter of campus,” said Jack Palfrey. 

There are books everywhere 
in Phelps House, something that 
John Palfrey describes as one of 
his favorite parts of every room. 
Both antique and modern books 
line the walls, including one espe-
cially unique book passed down 
to John Palfrey by his great-great 
grandfather and 26th President 
of the United States of America, 
Theodore Roosevelt. 

“Just one thing I will show 
you are some of the books, just 
because they’re kind of fun. This 
room itself I think is really beau-
tiful. Many of these books have 
been here for a long time and 
actually some of them are really 
quite boring. ‘The Art of School 
Management for the Nineteenth 
Century’ is actually not that in-
teresting, but I’ve tried to read it.” 
said John Palfrey.

John Palfrey continued, “This 
particular book has been hand-
ed down in my family. This was 
Theodore Roosevelt’s, and then 
he gave it to his son, who was 
my great-grandfather. So my 
great-great-grandfather gave it 
to my great-grandfather, and he 
wrote in it; ‘Theodore Roosevelt 
Junior, now Theodore Roosevelt 
Senior, gives this, his favorite 
old Longfellow,’ it was a series 
of Longfellow books, ‘To Kermit 
Roosevelt… October 10th, 1901.’ 
So it’s kind of neat that you can 
see kind of a story of a family told 
through these books.”

In addition to Theodore Roos-
evelt Sr.’s book, there are other Pal-
frey family relics in Phelps House. 
When John Palfrey was appointed 
Head of School, his parents found 
a piece of silver and presented it to 
him as a Christmas present. 

“It says, ‘To John Gorham Pal-
frey from the family of John Phil-
lips,’ and I think the year might 
have been June, was it 1828, may-

be, or 1823. Anyway, it turns out 
that this particular John Gorham 
Palfrey went to [Phillips Exeter 
Academy] near the founding of 
the school and became very close 
to the Phillips family, and he was 
an abolitionist and a professor at 
Harvard and a congressman and 
so forth. Anyway, he stayed very 
connected to the Phillips family, 
so I thought this was very eerie, 
you know, in a way that our family 
would be connected to the Phillips 
right from the very beginning,” 
said John Palfrey.

Resting on top of the antique 
desk that belonged to Samuel 
Phillip Jr. is an engraved hammer. 
The hammer has been passed 
down to John Palfrey through sev-
en generations.

“Most of the things I’ve de-
scribed so far have been of the 
founding family of the school, but 
there are a few little connections 
to my own family. So this ham-
mer… says something like ‘This 
hammer is the only object I pos-
sess, given to me by my mother.’ 
And it was from, there have been 
a lot of John Gorham Palfreys, and 
this was the first of the John Gor-
ham Palfreys. And this is an item 
that has been passed down gen-
eration to generation. It’s the only 
thing that he got from his mother. 
So it’s kind of a sweet concept,” 
said John Palfrey. 

John Palfrey explained that, 
while he has strived to maintain 
the historical integrity and im-
portance of the house, the house 
has been updated for modern day 
needs. 

“I would say mostly, we have 
not done anything. We have most-
ly tried to keep it exactly as it is, 
in part because we want students 
to have the experience of what it 
might have been like close to 1812 
when it was built,” said John Pal-
frey. 

He continued, “We haven’t 
done a lot in that particular way… 
One thing we’ve done [is] in the 
back you can see we’ve put [up] 
solar panels... so [it] is not in the 
part of the house you necessarily 
would see... I also have an electric 
car, and I really like the idea of 
having solar panels that power an 
electric car.” 

Jeffrey Kao ’19 says he appreci-
ates Phelps House’s sense of com-
munity, especially as a participant 
of Pease House and John Palfrey’s 
annual milkshake tradition. Each 
year, members of Pease House 
join John Palfrey for milkshakes, 
conversation, and the card game 
“Apples to Apples.” 

“I really enjoy [Phelps House’s] 
sunroom. I’d say that’s definite-
ly my favorite room in his house 
because it’s set up for really nice, 
comfortable, relaxed conversa-
tion… My second favorite part is 
definitely, he’s got nice ceramic 
plates as decoration. I just find 
that really interesting because it 
adds a very nice zest,” said Kao. 

Over the course of their resi-
dence at Phelps House, both John 
Palfrey and David Chase have add-
ed touches from their respective 
families and personalities. Cur-
rently in the house are several of 
John Palfrey’s personal memen-
tos, as well as an allusion to his 
time at Exeter. 

“[I like] these pictures with the 
Bushes, in part because they serve 
an Andover story, but in a two-day 
period, I got to fly down to [Dal-
las] and saw President George W. 
Bush [’64] at his presidential li-
brary, and he gave me a copy of a 
book he had written, and I then 
flew the next day to Houston… 
and then saw his father [President 
George H.W. Bush ’42] at his pres-
idential office, and I can imagine 
there aren’t that many people in 
the world who have been able to 
meet two presidents in two days, 
both of whom went to the school,” 
said John Palfrey.

The Palfrey family has also 
added non-historical mementos 
to their home. 

“This Dumbledore wand was a 
gift, when I first got this job, a good 
friend of mine sent it to me. So that 
has nothing to do with the history 
of the house, but it’s meant to be 
whimsical,” said John Palfrey. 

One of David Chase’s favorite 
antiques in Phelps house is one of 
two grandfather clocks, located on 
a staircase landing and facing the 
front door.

“It’s an incredibly elaborate, 
inlaid clock of cases, and it’s at-
tributed to a now-famous Mas-
sachusetts cabinet maker named 
Nathan Lombard,” David Chase 
said.

In spite of all the treasures in 
Phelps House, said that the house 
itself is still his favorite ‘treasure,’ 
according to David Chase.

David Chase said, “[The house] 
is an extraordinary place and has 
served the needs of the school and 
then earlier, the Andover Theo-
logical Seminary, for more than 
200 years.”

He continued, “It was initially 
a bit of a scandal because it was 
so grand… Well, be that as it may, 
now, two centuries later, everyone 
in the [Andover] community gets 
to enjoy this beautiful house.”

SOPHIA LEE 

Editor’s Note: This article 
originally ran on October 12, 
2018.
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Dedication Officially 
Renames the 

Great Quad as the 
Richard T. Greener Quad

Over the course of 300 years, 
Andover’s prominent Great Elm 
Tree has stood in its place at the 
center of campus since before 
the school’s founding and even 
when George Washington visit-
ed campus, according to David 
Gingrich, Account Representa-
tive for the Davey Tree Expert 
Company.

Recently, however, the Great 
Elm Tree has been surrounded 
by chain link fences, renova-
tion machinery, and construc-
tion equipment due to the ren-
ovation of the Oliver Wendell 
Holmes Library. The construc-
tion project has shut off the 
path from Paresky Commons 
to the Great Lawn and has pre-
vented students from walking 
beneath the tree. 

According to Gingrich, the 
renovation could result in dust 
on the tree’s foliage or a bro-
ken limb, which would hinder 
the tree’s opportunities to pho-
tosynthesize. Soil compaction 
due to the heavy construction 
equipment may also be a prob-
lem and would result in de-
creased oxygen flow to the root 
system. Gingrich visits campus 
two to three times a month to 
check on the tree, and in addi-
tion to Gingrich’s extra precau-
tions to ensure the tree’s safety 
during the renovation, a regular 
routine is in place to maintain 
the tree’s health.

On June 13, the PhillipsAndo-
ver YouTube account released a 
video entitled “The Great Elm 
Tree,” in which Gingrich ex-
plains the history and care of 
the tree. 

In the video Gingrich said, 
“The tree is treated every three 
years with a systemic fungicide 
to ward off Dutch Elm Disease. 
That’s the killer of elm trees. 
We’ve also gone one step fur-
ther with the Great Elm, and we 
do a structural pruning every 
five years. That will come due 
in 2019. We have a crew up here 
for two days in the wintertime, 
and they go through the tree 
and they bring back the cano-
py to reduce the weight on the 
bearing limbs of the tree.”

Gingrich postulates that the 
tree has lived so long because 
it is not as tall as the average 
American elm. Its shorter stat-
ure and broad canopy may have 

added to its longevity.
Gingrich wrote in an email to 

The Phillipian, “This tree with 
its majestic beauty and stature 
has helped create a lasting im-
pression on all who have walked 
under its outstretched cano-
py on a hot day or witnessed a 
snowfall embracing its limbs in 
the midst of winter. It is truly 
a blessing for all the students, 
alumni, faculty, and community 
as a whole.”

Last year, Charlotte Toogood 
’20 lived in Day House, which is 
located right next to the Great 
Elm. 

Toogood said, “When I was 
living in Day, I would love going 
to the other side because I lived 
on the library side. The girl in 
the top corner, Marieta [Rojas 
’18], had a room overlooking the 
tree. The afternoon sun would 
go through the tree, and it was 
so beautiful. I was so jealous 
of her because I just had the li-
brary on my side.”

Now that the Great Elm is 
surrounded by fences, some 
new students have not yet been 
able to see the tree. 

Alicia Chu ’22 said, “I haven’t 
seen it, but I’m sure it’s really 
pretty. I’m not really sure what 
it looks like. I definitely think it 
would be cool to see.”

Toogood said, “I think it is 
important that it’s shown to the 
new kids who have never seen 
it. It makes that walkway be-
tween [Paresky] and the Great 
Lawn really nice and pretty.”

Although it obscures the 
view of the tree, the fence was 
implemented in protection of 
the Great Elm. 

Gingrich wrote,“A fence has 
been erected to help keep the 
tree protected as much as pos-
sible from the work going on 
around it. We will also be look-
ing at the tree once the con-
struction is done for any reme-
dial treatments that are needed, 
like air spading to reduce com-
paction and pruning to help re-
pair breaks in the crown of the 
plant.”

Through his efforts, Gingrich 
says he hopes that the tree will 
be around for many more peo-
ple to see and enjoy. 

Gingrich wrote, “I hope the 
Great Elm is around for another 
one hundred years, at least.”

ALEXANDRA LEBARON & 
NICOLE LEE

September 29 marked the 
dedication of the Great Quads 
as the Richard T. Greener Quad-
rangle. Faculty, alumni, and stu-
dents gathered in front of Samu-
el Phillips Hall to commemorate 
the renaming of the Quad. 

Head of School John Pal-
frey deemed the Greener Quad 
as “our school’s most precious 
patch of land” during the cer-
emony. According to Palfrey, 
the dedication of the Quad was 
made possible by an anony-
mous donor and funds gathered 
by Andover’s Knowledge and 
Goodness Campaign.  

According to Andover’s web-
site, Richard T. Greener studied 
Latin, Greek, and English at An-
dover before graduating in 1865. 
Greener went on to become the 
first African-American gradu-
ate from Harvard University in 
1870. He then became the first 
black professor at the Univer-
sity of South Carolina. As both 
a writer and speaker on racial 
equality, Greener held his ten-
ure as a Dean at the Howard 
University School of Law. 

During the dedication cer-
emony, Linda Carter Griffith, 
Associate Head of School for 
Equity, Inclusion and Wellness, 
described Greener as “one of 
the most eloquent and effective 
voices of racial equality.”

The convocation consisted 
of an introduction by Griffith, 
followed by acknowledgements 
from Palfrey and Reggie Hayes 
’93. Gospel Choir concluded 
the convocation with a perfor-
mance.

“[The dedication is] historic 
and one of the most important 
things that Andover could do to 
make the most important place 
where the community gathers 
into honoring someone who 
really lives the values of the 
academy. I just think it is over-
whelming and perfect,” said 
Karen Humphries Salick ’83. 

During his speech, Hayes ac-

knowledged what he thought 
of as Andover’s most important 
aspects. 

“I view this day not only as 
a tribute to Richard Greener, 
but also as a tribute to this little 
school on a hill… the first is [the] 
commitment to Non Sibi, and 
the second is the school’s per-
petual quest to evolve. I hope 
today is just one additional step 
in Andover’s perpetual journey 
to build a culture of diversity,” 
said Hayes. 

Several students among the 
audience recognized the ded-
ication as a significant event 
for Andover. Some students 
acknowledged the furthered 
diversity that they thought the 
dedication promoted. 

“I thought it was a very spe-
cial moment, especially for the 
history of [Andover]. If you look 
around, you can see that not 
many buildings are dedicated 
to people of African-American 
race, so I think dedicating a 
whole Quad to him is very im-
pressive,” said Jonathan Azia-
bor ’22. 

“This intentional commit-
ment to diversity is not simply 
a bullet point on brochures, but 
something I see every day on 
this campus,” said Thaddeus 
Hunt ’19, Co-President of Af-
ro-Latinx-American Society. 

Donald Abbott, former fac-
ulty member and organizer of 
the dedication, thought the 
dedication promoted inclusion 
at Andover. He emphasized the 
importance of inclusion from a 
broader outlook as well. 

“It’s a marvelous day. It’s a 
day that taps into some of the 
most important values of this 
school. Inclusion is what we are 
not only all about, but what we 
still have to be better at, and es-
pecially better at the times we 
are looking at in America today,” 
said Abbott.

KIRAN RAMRATNAM & 
LUC BOESCH-POWERS

300 Years On Campus: 
Great Elm Preserved 

During OWHL Renovation

Editor’s Note: This article 
originally ran on October 5, 
2018.

Editor’s Note: This article 
originally ran on September 21, 
2018.
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Phelps House holds items passed down through many generations of head 
of schools.
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The Carillon on Campus: 
The Memorial Bell Tower’s Musical Instrument 

From the eight chimes in 
the morning that indicate the 
8:00 a.m. start of classes or 
the medleys played for dinner 
every night, the sounds of the 
Memorial Bell Tower are a 
consistent part of campus life. 
These sounds, produced by a 
keyboard-operated set of bells 
called the carillon, have a long 
history at Andover. 

Completed in 1922, the 
tower was built as a memorial 
for 87 Andover men who were 
killed in World War I. The 
carillon, the bell structure in-
side the tower, was installed a 
year later in 1923, according 
to Carl Johnson, W.B. Clift 
Head Music Librarian.

The method of playing the 
carillon resembles that of the 
piano, in that there are a se-
ries of keys that correspond 
to specific notes. Instead of 
using one’s fingers, as with 
the piano, players curl their 
hands into loose fists to press 
down on the keys, according 
to Johnson. 

“The [keys are] pretty far 
apart compared to a piano 
keyboard; each one of these 
notes is maybe two inches 
apart or three inches apart, 

so you can’t play a Beethoven 
closed chord with ten notes in 
there. That’s impossible. You 
can play maybe three notes 
at once with two hands,” said 
Johnson.

Johnson continued, “So the 
music is, by design, very sim-
ple. You can play a bass melo-
dy and then one or two notes 
in the upper register, but you 
can’t play Chopin or Beetho-
ven sonatas. Well you can do 
it, but it won’t sound good. 
You have to water it down ba-
sically and simplify the mu-
sic.”

Carl Pfatteicher, former In-
structor in Music at Andover 
1920s, had first heard a car-
illon instrument at Our Lady 
of Good Voyage, a Portuguese 
church in Gloucester, Mass. 
Liking its sound, he organized 
for Andover to install a caril-
lon inside the bell tower. 

Originally built with 23 
bells, the tower could play 
three octaves. Later in the 
1930s and 1940s, the school 
gradually added more bells to 
the tower until they reached 
49 bells, which play four oc-
taves.

The bells ring on the hour, 
chime once on the half hour, 
and play a medley at 5:00 p.m. 
every day. 

Martina Gil-Diaz ’21 said, 
“The [bell] tower for me is a 
reminder of when it’s getting 
too late at night… On Sundays 
at 8:00 or 9:00 it’ll ring, and 
it just reminds me that I need 
to start getting ready for sleep 
and that I’m taking too long 
with my homework.”

The keyboard that cur-
rently operates the carillon 
lives in a room at the base 
of the tower and is attached 
to a system that relays the 
notes played up to the bells to 
chimed in real time. Addition-
ally, a computer is connected 
to this system, and recorded 
songs can be played with the 
options of slowing them down 
or speeding them up.

Johnson said, “We have 
a mini keyboard in the base 
of the tower right where the 
door is. A piano keyboard that 
sends electrical signals to a 
box and that box sends the 
electrical impulses up to the 
bells in the top, and they ac-
tuate electromagnets that pull 
these hammers that hit the 
bells.” 

Johnson continued, 
“There’s less finesse to the 
playing now because it’s elec-
trical… It doesn’t have that 
nuance and subtlety that a 
musician would really want, 

but it’s musical still, and you 
can play anything you want. It 
still works fine.” 

The electric carillon was 
installed in 2005 after mois-
ture rusting out the iron in-
side bricks led to severe struc-
tural issues in the 1990s. The 
tower was condemned, and 
the original carillon was last 
played in 1991. 

“Unfortunately, they had to 
take out the manual-playing 
carillon mechanism, which 
is up in the tower — it’s just 
below the bells, it’s the level 
below the bells. It could be 
put back in the future if they 
decide to do it,” said Johnson. 

Johnson encourages stu-
dents who are fairly profi-
cient in keyboard instruments 
to try and play chimes. 

“I used to have a lot of stu-
dents who would do that, and 
it’s just good to have some-
body come in the middle of 
the week who’s actually play-
ing live and they can play fun 
stuff like the theme from ‘Su-
perman’ or ‘Harry Potter,’ ” 
said Johnson.

Editor’s Note: This article 
originally ran on October 26, 
2018. 

 ZAINA QAMAR

L.BINGHAM/THEPHILLIPIAN
The bell tower, built in 1922, can 
be heard chiming multiple times 
throughout the day. 

Robert S. Peabody Institute of Archeology Renovation:
 $1.5 Million to Preserve the Past

Home to over 500,000 ar-
tifacts, the Robert S. Peabody 
Institute of Archaeology pre-
serves pieces of pottery, stone 
tools, and photographs that are 
used by students and research-
ers alike. The fluctuation of hu-
midity and temperature in the 
building, however, has threat-
ened to degrade thousands of 
relics.

In 2016, the Peabody started 
planning a renovation to cor-
rect this problem. Currently, 
staff members are working on 
moving the collection to the 
basement, an area where they 
can control the environment in 
an attempt to preserve the rem-
nants of history for future gen-
erations. 

Ryan Wheeler, Director of 
the Peabody, said, “We have 
really no control over the tem-
perature and the humidity [in 
the current storage locations]. 
It’s really the humidity that’s 
the challenge. It can become a 

low eight percent and there are 
other days where it ranges over 
70 percent. That’s a big switch. 
Environmentally, that’s bad for 
all these collections. It can de-
grade them to the point where 
they are sort of deteriorating 
and falling apart.”

In the past, the archeological 
and photographic archives have 
been stored all over the building 
in wooden shelves; however, 
many of the wooden shelves are 
also contributing to the deterio-
ration of artifacts. 

Wheeler said, “I really hate 
the wooden cabinets as their 
wood [has] rotted, which means 
that microscopic organisms are 
actively eating them and drop-
ping dust down onto the ob-
jects.” 

Will Zinterhofer ’19, who 
helps in the Peabody for his 
work duty, wrote in an email to 
The Phillipian, “The renovation 
is necessary because there are 
so many fragile artifacts in the 
Peabody that need to be stored 
in a safe area so that the [insti-
tute] can continue studying and 
displaying the objects.”

The archives will be tran-
sitioned to new shelves in the 
basement, which will be able to 
move in order to take advantage 
of the space, operating similarly 
to shelves in a large university 
library. The floor and ceiling of 
the basement will also be sealed 
to keep out moisture, according 
to Wheeler. 

“We spent a lot of time with 
vendors working out what we 
wanted it to look like. We need 
to keep it so that regardless 
what’s happening outside ——
cold days, hot days, humid days, 
dry days — it stays pretty much 
within a narrow range so that 
we don’t have crazy bounces,” 
said Wheeler.

According to Wheeler, the 
project will cost $1.5 million as 
a whole. 

Marla Taylor, Curator of Col-
lections at the Peabody, said, 
“We used [part of ] the money 
to buy archival boxes that are 
custom sized. One drawer turns 
into two boxes. We have over 
2,100 drawers total in the in-
stitute and we have 1,489 left to 
[move].”

One issue in moving the ar-
tifacts is that the Peabody does 
not have a coherent list of all of 
their inventory, due to diverging 
cataloging styles that have de-
veloped throughout the years, 
according to Mitchell Duerr ’19, 
who helps in the Peabody for 
his work duty. 

Although the lack of records 
will make it more difficult for 
staff members to keep track of 
the items during transit, one of 
the institute’s other main goals 
in the renovation is to compose 
one complete catalogue. 

In the past, the various cat-
alogues were all handwritten, 

but after the renovation, the 
catalogues will be available in 
an online database, according to 
Taylor. 

Some students, such as Du-
err, are helping to catalog the ar-
tifacts in the Peabody Institute 
as their work duty. The students 
write down the names and ref-
erence number of each artifact 
on an online spreadsheet, and 
after marking them down, stu-
dents and staff organize each 
artifact into cardboard boxes. 

Duerr said, “We’re just up-
loading [the content from the 
old catalogues] into a spread-
sheet so that you’ll be able to 
search for them without having 
to flip through a 100-year book 
all written in cursive.”

This process of the digitiza-
tion of the archives will lead to 
a smoother and more organized 
transition into the basement. 

And although students are help-
ing with the cataloging, the in-
stitute will hire more employees 
in order to catalogue and reshelf 
the entire collection, according 
to Wheeler. 

The staff is excited for the 
change to come and will contin-
ue their efforts to save the work 
that the institute has compiled 
over the past 100 years, accord-
ing to Taylor.

Taylor said, “We will take 
these things that are hundreds 
of thousands of years old and 
finally put them into a space 
where people can utilize them. 
What’s the point of having all of 
this if you never see it, if nobody 
knows that it exists, if research-
ers can’t access it, if teachers 
can’t access it? What is the point 
of continuing to keep it?”

SAM ELLIOTT
 & SOPHIA HLAVATY

A.BHAT/THEPHILLIPIAN

Some artifacts in the Peabody are at risk of being damaged because the 
humidity fluctuates in the current archives.

Editor’s Note: This article 
originally ran on October 26, 
2018. 

Knowledge and Goodness Campaign Raises Over $200 Million

Andover’s Constitution, 
written in 1778, states that 
“goodness without knowledge is 
weak… yet knowledge without 
goodness is dangerous.” Today, 
the Knowledge and Goodness 
Campaign, led by the Office of 
Academy Resources (O.A.R.), 
seeks further innovation on 
campus while staying grounded 
in Andover’s core values. 

Tracy Sweet, Director of 
Academy Communications, ex-
plained the purpose of the ini-
tiative and its overall fundrais-
ing success. 

“The Knowledge and Good-
ness Campaign is a major fund-
ing source for the priorities of 
Andover’s Strategic Plan, which 
was endorsed by the faculty and 
the Board of Trustees in 2014. 

After thoughtful planning 
and initial fundraising, the cam-
paign launched publicly in Sep-
tember 2017 with a community 
picnic and gala event. Today 
the campaign has eclipsed 200 
million dollars, and we have tre-
mendous momentum pushing 
us forward,” wrote Sweet in an 
email to The Phillipian. 

The Knowledge and Good-

ness Campaign has raised mon-
ey from a variety of donors 
with connections to Andover. 
Thomas Lockerby, Secretary of 
the Academy, explained the role 
that these donors play in for-
warding Andover’s goals. 

“The campaign is first and 
foremost designed to under-
score the strategic plan. Sec-
ondly, it’s just to continue to 
support the current operations 
of the school, so a key com-
ponent of the campaign is our 
Annual Fund from both alumni 
and parents. That’s money that 
supports every aspect of the stu-
dent experience, faculty experi-
ence of the campus, and so the 
campaign is very much ground-
ed in continuing to advance this 
support from our alumni and 
parents each and every year,” 
said Lockerby. 

A portion of the money 
raised by the campaign is allot-
ted for the provision of financial 
aid to nearly half the student 
body who receives it. According 
to Lockerby, financial aid and 
Andover’s need-blind policy 
in admissions promote “Youth 
From Every Quarter,” an Ando-
ver motto that emphasizes stu-
dent body diversity. 

“One of the most important 
goals of the campaign is to raise 
endowment for financial aid to 

continue to support our need-
blind admissions policies. So 
this year in the campaign, we’re 
really rationing up our focus on 
raising financial aid dollars,” 
said Lockerby. 

Lockerby said that this appli-
cation of Andover’s values, cou-
pled with a serious emphasis on 
innovation, fosters Andover’s 
success. 

“Our values are as resonant 
today as they ever were… An-
dover has had a long history 
of asking how can it always be 
better. A focus on creativity and 
innovation says we may have a 
great reputation but if we sim-
ply rest on our laurels, we will 
not remain the most relevant 
educational experience we can 
be,” said Lockerby. 

The campaign supports in-
novation on campus, in part, 
through the various construc-
tion projects across campus. 
This began with the Rebecca M. 
Sykes Wellness Center and the 
Snyder Center, and continues 
with the current renovation of 
the Oliver Wendell Holmes Li-
brary (O.W.H.L.).

“As you all know, the 
O.W.H.L. is currently under 
renovation that has been really 
needed for a number of years. 
The O.W.H.L. was last updated 
in 1987, and there are parts of 

it that have not been renovated 
since it was built in the 1930s. 
And so it really was time for not 
just a refreshing but a wholesale 
reimagining of what is a modern 
library,” said Lockerby.

According to Lockerby, there 
are also plans for the new Pan 
Athletic Center and a new mu-
sic building on campus. These 
ventures fall in line with the 
campaign’s commitment to in-
novation as they enhance ex-
tracurricular experiences for 
students. 

“The next to project will be a 
second athletics project which 
we announced the gifts for in 
the spring but have not raised 
all the money, so they haven’t 
started it yet. That’s the Pan 
Athletic Center, which will be 
home for a new pool for swim-
ming and diving as well as space 
for our wrestling program and 
a new dance center. And then a 
music building to really change 
the experience of our student 
musicians,” said Lockerby. 

According to Sweet, the cam-
paign is not only a fundraising 
effort but also a source of pride 
for the school.

Sweet wrote, “The cam-
paign is a key funding source for 
things like need-blind financial 
aid, Learning in the World, eq-
uity and inclusion programs, 

new and renovated campus fa-
cilities. It’s also a point of pride. 
I think most anyone in our com-
munity can get behind an initia-
tive that will advance Andover 
as a leader in teaching, learning, 
and every aspect of residential 
education.”

In that spirit, the O.A.R. was 
recognized by the Council for 
Advancement and Support of 
Education (C.A.S.E.), a non-
profit in the field of educational 
advancement. C.A.S.E acknowl-
edged the OAR for its success 
in fundraising among peer in-
stitutions. Lockerby noted the 
importance of both the donors 
and volunteers that contributed 
to this success. 

“It’s obviously very nice to be 
recognized for our hard work, 
but from my perspective, we get 
the recognition, but the people 
who did the hard work are do-
nors and volunteers. Andover 
wouldn’t be where it is without, 
obviously, the donors who sup-
port us. But also, we have hun-
dreds of volunteers who really 
help us in our work. So I think 
of this recognition as their rec-
ognition,” said Lockerby.

ZACH MOYNIHAN &
 JANE PARK

Editor’s Note: This article 
originally ran on September 28, 
2018.
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By sealing off the basement to close out moisture, new shelving will be able 
to accomodate artifacts in a temperature-controlled space. 
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Andover Alumni Award of Distinction 2018 Recipients

Editor’s Note: This article 
originally ran on November 9, 
2018.

University of Chicago President Robert Zimmer on
 Freedom of Expression in Academia

The University of Chicago 
(UChicago) prides itself on 
an institutional commitment 
to “free and open inquiry 
on all matters,” as stated on 
its website. Robert Zimmer, 
President of UChicago, joined 
Head of School John Palfrey 
to discuss this commitment to 
freedom of expression in aca-
demic institutions.

The talk took place on Oc-
tober 25, in Cochran Chapel. 

Zimmer explained how 
education is responsible for 
more than just the sharing of 
information. Education, ac-
cording to Zimmer, should 
provide students with the ex-
periences necessary to devel-
oping and practicing “intel-
lectual skills.” 

“People who graduate from 
the university do things across 
the full spectrum of human 
endeavor, so what is the kind 
of education that does that? 
It’s way more than informa-
tion transmission. Informa-
tion transmission is really a 
small part of what an educa-
tion like this involves. What it 
really involves is a set of intel-
lectual skills, a set of habits of 
mind, of ways of thought that 
enable you to confront com-
plexity,” said Zimmer during 
the talk.

Matthew Cline ’19 said he 
appreciated Zimmer’s com-
mitment to educating stu-
dents not only to be informed, 
but to be equipped with the 
mental habits essential to 
thriving in the world. 

“I asked a question about 
how an academic institution 
focuses on facilitating qual-
ities other than intellectual 
ones in students, like empathy 
and interpersonal sensibili-
ty and emotional sensitivity. 
I was proud to see him ac-

knowledge the complications 
that that question brings with 
it and not shy away from the 
fact that UChicago has other 
duties than just making smart 
kids,” said Cline. 

According to Zimmer, 
UChicago has a history of 
promoting free speech. The 
institute has also recently re-
affirmed this position in re-
sponse to other colleges disin-
viting controversial speakers, 
an act that UChicago does not 
support. 

“Everybody on our cam-
pus is encouraged, as a giv-
en right, to be able to speak, 
invite, listen, argue, protest. 
But what you do not have the 
right to do, and what the uni-
versity will not do, is disinvite 

somebody or shut somebody 
down or prevent them from 
speaking because you or they, 
whoever, doesn’t want to hear 
them. Protest, for example, is 
an extremely valid and em-
braced form of expression, 
as long as it isn’t disruptive 
to take away somebody else’s 
right to speak and somebody’s 
right to listen,” said Zimmer.

Emma Kaplon ’21 said 
her main concern was how 
UChicago might react to hate 
speech, language that attacks 
another person on the basis 
of personal identities such as 
race, gender, and sexuality. 
She wondered whether such 
speech would be tolerated un-
der the university’s commit-
ment to freedom of expres-

sion. 
“My main question was 

how he suggests that the Uni-
versity of Chicago as an in-
stitution reacts in situations 
where there is a question be-
tween hate speech and free 
speech. He addressed ho-
mophobia, misogyny, and rac-
ism, and other discriminatory 
actions. Does the institution 
then take disciplinary action 
to the student? Where does 
the institution draw the line 
between hate speech and free 
speech?” said Kaplon. 

In order to develop such 
skills, Zimmer mentioned the 
importance of intellectual rig-
or to refining one’s beliefs and 
assertions. Additionally, Zim-
mer explained that students 

have benefited from both 
challenging and facing chal-
lenges to their own ideas.

“It is here that free expres-
sion and open discourse and 
intellectual challenge come 
into play, because the way to 
develop those skills is exactly 
to be in this environment of 
intellectual challenge,” said 
Zimmer. 

According to Zimmer, peo-
ple should be able to handle 
the discomfort that may ac-
company free speech.

Zimmer said, “Being able 
to recognize and challenge 
your own assumptions and 
deal with the discomfort that 
comes with this is an extreme-
ly important skill in actual-
ly being able to accomplish 
things in a complex world.” 

Lilia Cai-Hurteau, Instruc-
tor and Chair in Chinese and 
Japanese, agreed that people 
should be able to hold con-
versations, even when opin-
ions or perspectives differ. 
Cai-Hurteau also said, how-
ever, that these conversations 
must consider power dynam-
ics, especially those rooted 
in historical and institutional 
discrimination.

“I absolutely agree people 
should be engaging in intel-
lectual discourse with people 
who they disagree with. But, 
we also have to be able to talk 
about power openly when 
we are having these kinds of 
discussions and not be col-
orblind or blind to any form 
of systemic oppression that 
marginalized groups of peo-
ple have experienced in this 
country,” said Cai-Hurteau. 

ZACH MOYNIHAN
 & SOPHIA LEE
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Head of School John Palfrey and Robert Zimmer discussed freedom of expression on campuses.
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Peter Chermayeff ’53 Tamar Szabó Gendler ’83 Eileen Christelow AA’61

Looking back on past projects, was 
there a favorite?

I think of two projects as my 
favorites. One is the Tennessee 
Aquarium as a gem which turned 
out very well. Another is the 
Lisbon Aquarium which is more 
recent, and turned out very well. 
But there’s also a third one among 
those kinds of projects that we 
haven’t talked about, but to me 
was the project of a lifetime. And 
that was the United States Exhi-
bition for Montreal in Expo ’67 
which was the U.S. exhibition of 
that year, ’67… It’s one of the best 
projects of my life and my part-
ner’s lives because we all had the 
fun of the ages to make a public 
exhibition inside [the glass] bub-
ble [we constructed]. 

Why did you choose to pursue un-
dergraduate education as Professor 
of Philosophy and a Professor of Psy-
chology and Cognitive Sciences?

I love school, and I wanted to 
try to figure out a way that I 
could stay in school. And one of 
the amazing things about being 
a university professor is that it 
gives you the right to spend your 
life in an educational environ-
ment... So I managed to find a 
career that let me combine the 
two things that I love the most. 
One of which was being in an 
educational institution, and the 
other which was thinking about 
the relation of how those three 
subjects; math, and philosophy, 
and psychology.

What have you learned as a writer?

I guess I’ve learned to tell a 
story. From the beginning, I’ve 
learned. I think I’ve learned a 
lot as an illustrator. I think I’m 
a better illustrator than I was 
when I started out, obviously. 
And I think also one thing I’ve 
learned, and I think it’s true with 
writing as well as illustrating, 
is that you can really overwork 
things. It’s very possible to over-
think things. And often the ini-
tial sketches have more vitality 
then the final, finished, possibly 
overworked drawings and so I 
try to keep that original vitali-
ty in the end product, which is 
sometimes hard to do.

The Andover Alumni Awards of Distinction are presented to distinguished alumni chosen by the Alumni Council 
from a group of more than 20,000 around the globe. Recipients are recognized for their dedication and positive im-

pact in various fields of endeavor. Meet this year’s recipients:  
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Editor’s Note: This article 
originally ran on November 2, 
2018.
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WINTER TERM IN REVIEW

Following Thanksgiving 
break, Andover students were 
welcomed back to campus by 
colder temperatures and holiday 
lights. 

At the beginning of the term, 
on November 30, 2018, George 
H.W. Bush ’42, P’64 ’71, the 41st 
President of the United States, 
passed away in his Houston 
home at the age of 94. The flag 
in front of Paresky Commons 
was lowered to half-mast and 
the portrait of Bush in the Trust-
ee Room was veiled with a black 
cloth. A national day of mourning 
was declared on December 5 to 
commemorate the life of Bush. 

During the first week of De-
cember, plans were announced 
for a new music building to re-
place Graves Hall. The building 
is set to be double the size of 
Graves and will include more 
practice rooms, recital halls, 
and additional spaces such as 
a recording studio, percussion 
studio, and technology labs. Al-
though the plan was approved by 
the Board of Trustees last spring, 
the proposed 30,000 square foot 
building is still in the process of 
gathering support and necessary 

funding.
On December 10, an All-

School Congress (ASC) was held 
for the first time in five years, 
providing students and facul-
ty members the opportunity to 
discuss room visitation policies. 
The congress was held in Samuel 
Phillips Hall, where 200 students 
and faculty members reviewed 
current room visitation policies 
and a proposed alternative policy 
written by Andover, Deerfield, 
Choate, Phillips Exeter Academy, 
and Northfield Mount Hermon. 
This event was organized by 
Student Council members who 
worked in partnership with the 
Dean’s Team.

After Winter Break, students 
faced the task of signing in and out 
on the relatively new electronic 
sign-in system called REACH. 
Introduced to Andover students 
just before Thanksgiving break, 
REACH is a software that aims 
to improve communication, ef-
ficiency, and safety through im-
plementing digital sign-out and 
sign-in processes, according to 
the company’s website. While 
the new system garnered sup-
port from faculty members, pos-
itive feelings were not shared by 
many students who struggled to 
use the unfamiliar app. 

Bulfinch Hall celebrated its 
bicentennial anniversary shortly 

after Winter Break. Construct-
ed in 1818, Bulfinch currently 
houses the English Department, 
but the building has served oth-
er purposes in the past such as 
a schoolhouse, gymnasium, and 
dining hall. 

This winter, The Phillipian 
collaborated with other school 
newspapers in the Eight Schools 
Association to conduct a joint 
survey that provided insight into 
life at Andover in comparison to 
other schools such as Deerfield, 
Exeter, and NMH. The survey, 
which included questions about 
schoolwork, mental health, and 
drug use on campus, was pub-
lished in the paper. 

Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
in January was filled with pre-
sentations and workshops run by 
students, faculty members, and 
visiting presenters. The annual 
MLK Day All-School Meeting 
featured Patrisse Cullors, one of 
the founders of the #BlackLives-
Matter movement. During her 
speech, Cullors called upon stu-
dents to help enact social change 
in their own lives, and encour-
aged audience members to look 
beyond political differences and 
focus on the preservation of basic 
humanity throughout the world.

Starting in late January, West 
Quad North held a cluster-wide 
game of “assassin,” in which stu-

dents competed for 50 and 100 
dollar gift cards to Susie’s. The 
motive behind the game was to 
increase students’ face to face 
interactions with their peers and 
to reduce the amount of time 
students spent on their phones. 
Once a student caught their tar-
get on their phone, they reported 
the “assassination” by taking a 
selfie with their target and send-
ing it to the WQN email account 
or the @wqn_assassin Instagram 
page, which garnered over 200 
followers throughout Winter 
term.

In national news, Andover 
alumni Bill Belichick ’71, Head 
Coach, and Ernie Adams ’71, Re-
search Director, led the New En-
gland Patriots to victory in Super 
Bowl LIII on February 3.

Almost a week later on 
Wednesday, February 6, two 
students were hit by a car on 
Main Street while walking on 
the crosswalk nearest to the bell 
tower. Neither student sustained 
any major injuries, though the 
crash was not the first that had 
occurred at this particular cross-
walk. Over the next few weeks, 
Phillips Academy Public Safety 
(PAPS) and the administration 
responded to the incident by 
shutting down the crosswalk af-
ter 4:00 p.m. each day. PAPS and 
the administration are currently 

working on long term solutions 
to increase campus safety, espe-
cially regarding the Main Street 
crosswalks.

The annual Head of School 
Day happened on Monday, 
February 11, the first time that 
Head of School John Palfrey 
announced the special event on 
a Sunday night. Following the 
tradition, Palfrey entered Pare-
sky Commons wielding a blue 
squash racket, after highly pub-
licizing his entrance through a 
special dinner in Commons and 
live videos on the Andover Ad-
missions Instagram page. 

After being canceled last 
year, the Blue Key Head Kisses 
tradition made a comeback this 
Valentine’s Day with revisions. 
This year, students had the op-
portunity to purchase kisses or 
“extravaganzas” for their friends, 
and the proceeds were donated 
to the American Heart Associa-
tion. When Blue Key Heads ap-
proached students to deliver the 
valentines, they asked the stu-
dent to choose from a variety of 
different options, including hugs, 
stickers, and kisses. These chang-
es were made in order to allevi-
ate some previous concerns of 
pressure and consent that caused 
the administration to cancel last 
year’s event.

AARON CHUNG
 & SHIRA WOLPOWITZ

A national day of mourning 
was declared on December 5 to 
commemorate the life of George 
H.W. Bush ’42, P’64 ’71. The 41st 
U.S. President passed away in his 
Houston home on November 30, 
aged 94, after an extensive career 
in politics and years of loyal devo-
tion to Andover.  

As part of the national day of 
mourning, the United States Post-
al Service suspended mail pickup 
and delivery. Additionally, the flag 
in front of Paresky Commons was 
held at half mast, and the portrait 
of George H.W. Bush in the trust-
ee room was veiled with a black 
cloth. 

During his time at Andover, 
Bush was a leader in student gov-
ernment, class president, Captain 
of both the Varsity Soccer and 
Baseball teams, and an Editor for 
The Phillipian, according to the 
Andover website. 

In the 1942 Pot Pourri year-
book, he received the superlatives 
“Best All Around Fellow,” “Most 
Respected,” “Best Athlete,” “Most 
Popular,” “Most Faculty Drag,” 
and “Handsomest.”

While he was a student at An-
dover, Bush met his future wife, 
Barbara Bush P’64 ’71, at a Christ-
mas dance in his hometown of 
Greenwich, Conn. They both did 
not know how to dance to the 
waltz that was playing, so they sat 
down together and got to know 
one another, according to “The 
Eagle.” 

“It was a storybook meeting,” 
Bush wrote in his autobiogra-
phy, Decision Points, published 
in 2010. Although she did not go 
to Abbot Academy, Barbara Bush 
was his date to his Andover prom 

a year later, according to a docu-
ment from the Andover archives. 

In 1941, during Bush’s time at 
Andover, the Japanese military 
struck the United States navy base 
at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, which 
inspired Bush to join the Navy to 
serve his country. Bush enlisted 
in the Navy the day of his Ando-
ver graduation, which was also 
his 18th birthday, according to the 
Andover website. 

According to a document from 
the archives, Bush said in 1987 
when he visited campus, “As I 
look back on my life, this school 
did play a disproportionate role 
in shaping my life… I was bless-
ed, I admit it, from the minute I 
walked into this place I took a gi-
ant leap ahead of many others out 
there in the educational system.”

“You’re sustained by the values 
that you learn early on in life, right 
here at [Andover]. I’m not sure I 
realized it at the time, [but] I 
learned a set of values that I hope 
have guided my life ever since,” he 
continued. 

One teacher that particularly 
affected Bush was Alston Chase, 
Instructor in Classics, according 
to Nicholas Kip ’68, Instructor in 
Classics. Chase helped solve the 
enigma code during World War 
II. 

Kip said in an interview with 
The Phillipian, “[Bush] said that 
the most form of influence [he] 
had was Dr. Chase. Dr. Chase was 
the divine right king of the Clas-
sics Department and in fact con-
sidered in this country one of the 
divine right kings of secondary 
school teaching. He had a PhD 
from Harvard and so on. He was 
also big on this thing of charac-
ter and George Bush said that Dr. 
Chase was the most formative in-
fluence on [his] life when [he] was 

here.”
Bush continued his devotion 

to Andover after his time as a 
student, serving on the Board of 
Trustees for 16 years — three as an 
Alumni Trustee and 13 as a Char-
ter Trustee. 

Head of School John Palfrey 
wrote in a statement on the An-
dover website, “‘Poppy,’ as he was 
known during his Andover days, 
brought his kind spirit, sharp wit 
and fair-minded leadership to 
16 years of service as a trustee. 
We are grateful for his generous 
philanthropy and optimism; we 
remain deeply moved by his ex-
pression of hope for future gener-
ations of students.” 

“From Andover class president 
to Commander-in-Chief, George 
Bush embodied the school’s 
founding principle Non Sibi (not 
for self ) and embraced the belief 
that public service — in support 
of one’s neighbor, community or 
country — is the noblest calling,” 
wrote Palfrey. 

Though named after his grand-
father, George Herbert Walker, 
Bush earned the nickname “Pop-
py” from his mother, who called 
her father “Pop” and her son “lit-
tle Pop” or “Poppy,” according to 
“George Bush: The Unauthorized 
Biography.” 

During Bush’s vice presidency 
in 1987, he visited campus and met 
with members of Andover’s radio 
broadcasting station, W.P.A.A. 
Bush also visited campus in the 
fall of 1989 while he was serving 
as 41st President of the United 
States. 

Kinn Chen de Velarde ’91 was 
an Upper when Bush came to 
campus in 1989. As a representa-
tive for Rabbit Pond Cluster and 
co-founder of the Gender-Sexu-
ality Alliance, then called the Gay-
Straight Alliance, she was chosen 
as a student leader to meet Bush. 
Chen de Velarde disagreed with 
his abortion policies at the time 
and wrote a letter on a large post-
er board, which she then folded 
up in her pocket and gave to Bush 
when she met with him. 

Chen de Velarde said, “There 
were a lot of people who, probably 
even today, my contemporaries, 
who remember that visit fondly 
all the way around, were probably 
unhappy about my actions at the 
time and still disagree with and 
disapprove of my actions at the 
time. But I feel that… who [politi-
cians] are as people and who they 
are as representatives is complex, 
and is varied, and is textured, and 
I accept and respect all of that. I 
think it’s important that they hear 
our voices, no matter how young 
or old we are.”

Chen de Velarde said that it 
was risky for her to give Bush the 
posterboard, because she did so 

unannounced and pulled the item 
from her pocket in front of the Se-
cret Service. 

Chen de Velarde said, “I was 
lucky and people were gracious… 
I was not detained, I was not 
thrown out of school, I was not 
suspended. None of those things 
happened, and I am grateful that 
I was able to… make our voices 
heard and be received in a gra-
cious manner [by Bush].”

That same day, Chen de Ve-
larde was part of a group of teach-
ers and students who protested in 
front of George Washington Hall. 

According to a document from 
the archives summarizing his vis-
it, Bush said of the protest, “You 
know, this is modest, compared to 
what I’ve been through, and what 
I do. I mean, you know, when 
you are in this job, everybody 
says, ‘Here’s a chance to get out 
there and get a little coverage’ for 
his point of view or her point of 
view.” When asked if he thought it 
was the right way to protest, Bush 
replied, “Sure! Oh absolutely…”

Bush last visited campus on 
September 30, 2015, surprising 
students and faculty during an 
All-School Meeting (ASM) ded-
icated to a documentary about 
Bush, “41 on 41.” 

Melanie Cheung ’20 was only 
a prospective student visiting 
campus at the time when she met 
Bush. 

Cheung said, “I just finished 
up with meeting someone and I 
saw [Bush] in a golf cart. I just re-
member my parents and I shaking 
hands with him and talking with 
him for a minute or two — it was 
really cool and so surreal. The en-
counter spoke to me about how 
Andover is a place where things 
like this can happen to anyone.” 

After the ASM, Bush was in-
vited to a private lunch with sev-
en recipients of the Bush Schol-
arship, which was established in 
2002 and awarded to students 
with outstanding academic abili-
ties and possess strong character 

and leadership qualities, accord-
ing to the Andover website. 

“It always gives me great joy to 
return to Andover,” he said during 
the lunch. “The lessons learned 
and the relationships forged here 
have meant so much throughout 
my full and adventurous life, and 
I could wish nothing more for ev-
ery student who is so blessed to 
walk on this campus.”

Bush spent his life as a public 
servant for the United States. Af-
ter becoming the youngest naval 
pilot in World War II, Bush served 
as a two-term congressman from 
Texas, Ambassador to the Unit-
ed Nations, Chairman of the Re-
publican National Committee, 
the first American envoy to the 
People’s Republic of China, Di-
rector of the Central Intelligence 
Agency, and Vice President under 
Ronald Reagan for two terms be-
fore he became President of the 
United States himself. 

Bush was father of George W. 
Bush ’64, 43rd president of the 
United States, and Jeb Bush ’71, 
former presidential candidate for 
the Republican party during the 
2016 election. 

Bush’s death, as announced 
by his office, came about eight 
months after that of his wife. 

Palfrey said in his statement, “I 
will forever be inspired by Presi-
dent Bush’s devotion to Andover, 
his long-held belief in our school’s 
mission and his heartfelt interest 
in the lives of students across gen-
erations. What an extraordinary 
privilege for our campus commu-
nity to have shared that special 
September day with President 
and Mrs. Bush, and for many in 
our extended alumni community 
to have known him as a friend and 
their country’s 41st president.”

George H.W. Bush ’42 P’64 ’71, 
41st President of the United States, Dies at 94

STAFF REPORT

COURTESY OF PHILLIPS ACADEMY

As a student, George H.W. Bush ’42 was a captain of Andover’s baseball 
team.  

Editor’s Note: This article 
originally ran on December 7, 
2018.

See The Phillipian’s cov-
erage of Barbara Bush’s All-
School Meeting at phillipian.
net.

COURTESY OF THE ANDOVER ARCHIVES
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Over 200 students and faculty 
members dispersed throughout 
15 classrooms in Samuel Phillips 
Hall to attend the first All-School 
Congress (ASC) in five years. The 
Congress provided an opportu-
nity for students and faculty to 
share their opinions on room vis-
itation policies. 

The Congress was hosted by 
Student Council members on 
Monday. Student Council worked 
with the Deans Team to organize 
the Congress.

Preliminary stages of the ASC 
began during Fall Term, when 
Cluster and School Co-Presi-
dents discussed current parietal 
rules at the Dean’s Table. Accord-
ing to Associate Dean of Students 
Rajesh Mundra, there was a level 
of miscommunication and judge-
ment surrounding room visita-
tions last year. 

“[An ASC] came up because 
we thought [it] would be the best 
way to involve students and fac-
ulty in a joint discussion about 
an issue that both [parties] care 
about,” said Mundra.

During the ASC, students 
and faculty were divided into 
classrooms for small group dis-
cussions. The bulk of the small 
discussions allocated time to talk 
about current room visitation 
policies and a proposed alterna-
tive policy written by Andover, 
Deerfield, Choate, Phillips Exeter 
Academy, and Northfield Mount 
Hermon. 

According to Anne Gardner, 
Protestant Chaplain and Director 
of  Spiritual and Religious Life, 
each activity was designed to fos-
ter student-faculty relationships. 

“These kinds of opportunities 
[allow] really wonderful discus-
sions between people who don’t 
know each other,” said Gardner. 
“[The activities] instructed us to 
turn to somebody that was near 
us, so the adults were not intend-
ed to talk to other adults, nor stu-
dents with other students.” 

Attendees were first asked to 
share what they hoped would 
result from an ASC. Moderators 
then passed out printouts of the 
Blue Book that stated Andover’s 
current room visitation policy. 

According to Co-President 
Nick Demetroulakos ’19, one of 

the main issues that were raised 
by students and faculty was the 
heteronormativity present in 
current parietal policies, as well 
as the stereotype that parietals 
are used solely for sexual rela-
tionships. 

Demetroulakos said, “For me, 
[the issue of heteronormativity] 
is what is important [for] parietal 
rules. It was nice to hear faculty 
express explicitly [that] there 
needs to be a change.” 

Another topic of discussion 
was room visitation hours. Ac-
cording to Chi Igbokwe ’21, the 
discussion room she was in came 
to an agreement that current 
room visitation hours during 
weekdays were inconvenient for 
both faculty and students. A mo-
ment that stood out for Igbokwe 
was when faculty shared how pa-
rietal hours affected them.

“One main point was how fac-
ulty want to support the use of 
parietals, but because the times 
are from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., 
[faculty] have to take care of their 
kids [and other businesses],” said 
Igbokwe. 

Massachusetts’ age of con-
sent, pressure from parents, the 

institutional liability for students’ 
safety, and others were topics of 
discussion for why the current 
visitation policies exist at Ando-
ver. Moderators distributed the 
alternative policy drafted by An-
dover and other peer schools. 

Mundra said, “Each school 
has their own culture and archi-
tecture of dorms, and it’s hard to 
come up with a common policy 
that works everywhere. [The al-
ternative policy] was meant to 
generate discussion.”

The alternative policy made 
a distinction between com-
mon room, intra-dorm, and in-
ter-dorm visitations. Common 
room visitations allowed students 
from any dorm to be invited be-
tween 8:00 a.m. and check-in 
time. 

Intra-dorm visitations applied 
to visitations between students 
who live in the same dorm. Stu-
dents may visit their peers with 
closed doors until study hours; 
during study hours, students 
must remain in their own room. 
Students are also required to 
come back to their room after 
10:30 p.m. 

Inter-dorm visitations would 
apply to any visitor who did not 
reside in the dorm they were in-
vited to and begin at 6:00 p.m. 
From 6:00 p.m. to the beginning 
of study hours, any student could 
be invited to a peer’s room, pro-
vided they sign in and the door 
is open 90 degrees, regardless of 
the students’ gender identity. A 
faculty member does not need to 
be on duty. 

When an adult is on duty, vis-
itors must sign in and doors must 
be left open with an object left 
at the doorway to denote a room 
visit in progress. Seniors could 
have closed doors but sleepovers 
would not be allowed. 

According to Igbokwe, the re-
vised policy seemed to be more 
inclusive and addressed the issue 
of heteronormativity surround-
ing Andover’s current parietal 
rules. The specific parts of the re-
vised dorm visitation policy that 
could be implemented at Ando-
ver were a topic of discussion. 

“If [Andover] presents itself 
as a more inclusive and liberal 
school, we shouldn’t backtrack 
with rules like having students 

return to their room by 10:30 
p.m.,” said Igbokwe. 

Another difference in the 
proposed alternative policy was 
the affiliation of day students to 
dorms and the different rules re-
garding day student sleepovers. 
Tanush Mittal ’22, a day student 
from Reading, Mass., appreciat-
ed the proposal’s effort to better 
integrate the day student popula-
tion but thought the addition of 
day student sleepovers would not 
serve that purpose. 

“[Sleepovers] would not make 
that much of a difference because 
everyone has a lot of work. The 
new policy… excludes day stu-
dents and gives less of a chance 
to visit [boarding students],” said 
Mittal. 

According to Demetroulakos, 
the discussions from the ASC 
reflected the complications of 
finding a visitation policy that 
benefits all students and faculty. 
Demetroulakos said, however, 
that change can begin with im-
proving student-faculty commu-
nication, students’ willingness to 
discuss consent, and the heter-
onormativity of the dorm system. 

“We need to zoom out from 
room visitation to look at what’s 
moving behind the scenes before 
we can address drafting a room 
visitation policy that is effective,” 
said Demetroulakos. 

There was not a definitive 
change in room visitation policies 
as a result of the ASC and there is 
nothing specific planned, accord-
ing to Mundra. The Dean of Stu-
dents Office believes, however, 
that the ASC was a great start for 
students and faculty to hear each 
other’s perspectives regarding a 
more inclusive room visitation 
policy. 

“This opened the door and 
raised a level of trust, care, and 
solidarity around the three val-
ues of safety, trust, and inclusion,” 
said Mundra. “I hope [this] sets 
us up well to dig deeper into de-
veloping a policy that maybe not 
everyone will agree with, but I 
hope there will be more under-
standing [when there is a new 
policy].”

Plans have been announced 
for a new music building to re-
place Graves Hall in the coming 
years. Approved by the Board of 
Trustees last spring, the 30,000 
square foot facility will house 
the existing music program and 
encourage members of the com-
munity to participate in music.

The question of a new music 
building has been circulating 
for many years, according to 
Christina Landolt ’02, Instruc-
tor and Chair in Music. 

“I actually have been hearing 
about our need for a new music 
building since I was a student 
here. So I think it’s been talked 
about within the department 
for a long time, and then it start-
ed to get some traction in the 
last few years, probably two or 
three years,” said Landolt. 

The building, part of the 
Campus Master Plan, is still in 
the process of gathering sup-
port and fundraising. Although 
architectural plans have not yet 
been created, an existing design 
concept gives a general picture 
of the facility, which will be ap-

proximately double the size of 
Graves. The new music center 
will be home to practice rooms, 
recital halls, and some addition-
al spaces such as a recording 
studio, percussion studio, and 
technology labs — all of which 
are in an open-concept layout.

Kevin Kwong ’95, a donor 
and supporter of this endeavor, 
said that the future facility will 
also benefit musicians by being 
built specifically for the pur-
pose of music learning and per-
formance.

“Graves Hall was actual-
ly built in 1882 as a Chemistry 
building, so as a result, a lot of 
the layouts and acoustics was 
not made specifically for music. 
A lot of the practice rooms are 
too small and there is actually 
the need for a medium-sized 
performance space aside from 
[Cochran] Chapel. So I was ex-
tremely excited when I first 
heard about the project of a new 
music building, which can pro-
vide much more practice and 
rehearsal space for students 
with the latest infrastructure 
available,” wrote Kwong in an 
email to the The Phillipian. 

Luke Henderson ’21, mem-
ber of the Academy Chamber 

and Symphony Orchestras, em-
phasized this point, saying he 
hoped that the new building 
would encourage a new devel-
opment of musical openness 
and expression. 

“Studying music at Ando-
ver has given me an amazing 
perspective that wouldn’t oth-
erwise be possible. Music is 
about self-expression but also 
about self-understanding — and 
because of this learning expe-
rience I have a better sense of 
who I am and what I want to 
contribute to the world. The 
new music building will act as a 
catalyst for similar experiences 
throughout the Andover com-
munity, fostering collaboration 
and musical development at all 
levels.”

One issue that the new facil-
ity will solve is the lack of space 
for ensembles within Graves. 
Currently, students transport 
their instruments for each re-
hearsal back and forth from the 
Chapel to Graves, where they 
are stored. The new building 
will include dedicated practice 
and performance spaces, ac-
cording to Landolt, so students 
will be able to conveniently 
store instruments in the same 

building that they practice in. 
In addition to meeting the 

needs of those who are already 
involved in music, Landolt says 
she hopes that the new build-
ing will encourage those with 
other levels of experience to 
utilize the space. As interested 
students explore in a welcom-
ing and creative environment, 
the building can accommodate 
them.

Kwong said he was motivat-
ed to contribute to the the new 
building because of his own in-
volvement in music at Andover 
as a member of the orchestra 
and of Cantata Choir.

“One of the most memorable 
experiences was traveling to 
Puerto Rico over spring break 
with the Choir. It was one of the 
most diverse groups on campus 
with kids from many states and 
countries and resulted in many 
lasting friendships,” wrote 
Kwong.

Aside from its role in housing 
the music program, the build-
ing will also provide addition-
al space for the community on 
campus. Kwong says he hopes 
that it will resemble the Sny-
der Center in its ability to both 
enhance its respective program 

as well as be a dedicated spot 
to do homework or meet with 
friends.

Kwong is looking forward to 
both specific parts of the build-
ing as well as its entirety. 

“I think the building looks 
amazing architecturally with 
the large windows and the spa-
cious courtyard. But I am most 
excited about the new concert 
hall and am really looking for-
ward to attending a perfor-
mance there once it opens its 
doors. I have also given specif-
ically to the Technology Music 
room and am excited to see how 
students can utilize technology 
on their musical journey,” wrote 
Kwong.

Landolt says she is particu-
larly interested in the recording 
studio and envisions it as the 
first impression a person will 
get when entering the building. 

“My hope is that it’s actually 
going to be at least a half wall 
of glass so you can actually look 
in and see that work happening 
right when you walk in,” said 
Landolt.

New Music Building to Replace Graves Hall

SOPHIA LEE 
& ZAINA QAMAR

D.OWYANG/THEPHILLIPIAN
Sahil Tekchandani ’19, Flagstaff Cluster Co-President, facilitated one of 15 discussions occuring in different rooms 
of Samuel Phillips Hall during All-School Congress on December 10. 

First All-School Congress in Five Years 
Facilitates Student-Faculty Discussion on Room Visitation Policies 

OLIVIA TUNG 

Editor’s Note: This article 
originally ran on December 7, 
2018.

Editor’s Note: This article 
originally ran on December 14, 
2018.

Celebratory cheers echoed 
throughout Boston as thousands 
of people gathered to watch the 
commissioning of the newly 
built Arleigh Burke class guided 
missile destroyer, named U.S.S. 
Thomas Hudner after Medal of 
Honor recipient Captain Thom-
as Hudner Jr. ’43. 

The ceremony, which took 
place at 10:00 a.m. on December 
1, was traditional, impressive, 
and historical, according to Jim 
Donnelly ’73, Vice-Chair of the 
Andover Military Committee 
and attendee of the ceremony.

“The most moving part of it 
was when the commanding offi-
cer goes to the podium and tells 
his crew to bring the ship to life 
and up to that point, the sailors 
were all on the pier with us… 
When the ship’s commanding 
officer says bring the ship to life, 
they all started jogging down 
the pier and they went up the 
bow so the gang waves into the 
ship and then they manned [the 
rails]... That’s just a very moving, 
emotional thing to see the ship 
come to life,” said Donnelly.

Massachusetts Congressman 
Stephen Lynch, Massachusetts 
Governor Charlie Baker, and 

Boston Mayor Marty Walsh 
spoke at the event, along with 
Richard Spencer, Secretary of 
the Navy; William Moran, Vice 
Chief of Naval Operations; and 
Joseph Dunford, Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

“They all had very impres-
sive things to say not only about 
Captain Hudner, but the United 
States Navy and about the crew, 
and all of the great things that 
they were going to do sailing 
aboard that ship for the nation,” 
said Donnelly.

Like Donnelly, Jennifer Savi-
no, Director of Alumni Engage-
ment, considered the event his-
torical and remarkable.

“I had military dignitaries, a 
lot of politicians, a lot of veter-
ans, a lot of currently serving 
military personnel, and a couple 
of dozen Andover alumni. They 
don’t do these [commissions] 
often, so for them to come here 
into Boston, where Captain 
Hudner is from Concord, Mass., 
[was] extraordinary,” said Sav-
ino in an interview with The 
Phillipian.

According to Savino, Hudner 
was a very active student at An-
dover.

“He was a multi-sport ath-
lete, thought very well of both 
by the faculty and by his class-

mates.  He received an appoint-
ment to the Naval Academy 
where he went through his at-
tendance and education at the 
Naval Academy, becoming an 
aviator as he trained to start fly-
ing planes,” said Savino. 

After graduating from the 
Naval Academy in 1946, Hudner 
partnered with Jesse Brown, the 
first African American aviator 
in the U.S. Navy. When the two 
went on a mission to provide 
ground troops protection, Hud-
ner committed the heroic act 
that would earn him the Medal 
of Honor. 

Savino said, “Brown’s plane 
was shot down and so Cap-
tain Hudner crashed his plane 
wheels up… He went in, know-
ing it was unlikely he was going 
to be able to then get himself out 
there, but he went after his own 
wingman to try to help him get 
out of the plane. There was too 
much damage, and he couldn’t 
help him escape, so he called for 
backup.”

By the time the helicopter 
came, Hudner was ordered to 
leave the crash site, eventu-
ally returning to Washington 
D.C., where President Truman 
awarded him with the Medal of 
Honor.

The motto of the U.S.S. 

Thomas Hudner is “above all 
others.” Donnelly believes that 
this motto, along with Hudner’s 
heroic act, correlates with An-
dover’s core value, Non Sibi. 

“That’s very poignant for 
[Andover] because our motto 
was Non Sibi, ‘not for self.’ Cap-
tain Hudner said that he would 
do that thing for any of his sub-
ordinates and probably others 
too. He had a lot of humility and 
didn’t make a big deal of the fact 
that he’d been celebrated by be-
ing awarded this — the highest 
honor in the military,” said Don-

nelly.
Donnelly continued, “When 

it comes to Captain Hudner, it’s 
just a reminder that he did serve 
and it’s important for all of us to 
serve not necessarily in the mil-
itary but it’s important for all of 
us to find ways to serve others. 
Really, a life of service and that’s 
really important for all of us to 
know and to follow in his foot-
steps.”

U.S. Navy Destroyer Commissioned After Korean War Hero Thomas Hudner ’43

AARON CHUNG

Editor’s Note: This article 
originally ran on December 14, 
2018.

COURTESY OF WIKIPEDIA

The U.S.S. Hudner (pictured above) will be homeported at Naval Station
Mayport in Florida. 
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100 Fitbits For 100 Students: 
Institutional Research Project to 

Compare Sleep Trends Between 2019 and 2020

In the fall, Michael Bark-
er, Director of Academy Re-
search, invited 100 Juniors 
and Lowers to participate 
in a sleep experiment. Each 
student selected will wear a 
FitBit watch, purchased with 
funds from the Phillips Acad-
emy (P.A.) Institutional Re-
search Project, to track their 
sleep patterns for the Winter 
and Spring Terms of this year 
and next year. 

Each FitBit records ba-
sic user information, sleep 
logs and analysis, and activi-
ty data including step count, 
distance, active minutes, and 
calories burned. Students in-
volved download an applica-
tion on their phone that con-
nects to their FitBit. The P.A. 
Institutional Research team, 
who designed the app, will 
then anonymously record the 
information collected by the 
FitBit. The aim of the exper-

iment is to compare data from 
this year with data collect-
ed next year, when the new 
schedule and 8:30 a.m. start 
will be implemented.

Malgorzata Stergios, Asso-
ciate Director of Academy Re-
search, hopes the new sched-
ule will give students the 
opportunity to get more sleep. 
According to Stergios, The 
American Academy of Pediat-
rics recommends that schools 
start no earlier than 8:30 a.m. 
every day.

“The underlying reason for 
the study is to bring important 
empirical insights about how 
[Andover] students can im-
prove their sleep and overall 
wellness… We want to learn if 
our new schedule helps stu-
dents sleep more,” wrote Ster-
gios and Barker in an email to 
The Phillipian.

79 percent of the 1043 stu-
dent respondents reported 
getting seven or less hours of 
sleep every night, and on aver-
age, students slept just under 

6.7 hours per night, according 
to The Phillipian 2018 State of 
the Academy survey.

The new schedule is de-
signed to allow students to get 
8.5 to 9.5 hours of sleep per 
night, according to Barker’s 
email in October, but Emma 
Fogg ’21, a participant, ex-
pressed doubts about sleeping 
eight hours per night, even 
with the new schedule.

Fogg said, “I don’t think 
that an extra 30 minutes of 
sleep will help that much 
for me to get more sleep. To 
get eight hours of sleep, that 
would mean that I would have 
to be in bed and asleep at 
11:00 p.m. Even if I get in bed 
by 11:00 p.m., I usually don’t 
fall asleep for 30 minutes. But 
I don’t get in bed by 11:00 p.m. 
anyway; I go to bed around 
11:30 p.m. or 12:00 a.m., which 
means that I would be falling 
asleep at 12:00 a.m. or even 
close to 1:00 a.m.”

Jeremy Zhou ’21 decided 
to join the experiment be-

cause of his previous interest 
in sleep monitoring. Zhou 
considers Andover’s process 
very simple and streamlined, 
and he says he enjoys the op-
portunity to help both himself 
and the organizers of the ex-
periment.

Zhou said, “I like this idea 
a lot. It’s important to know 
whether this kind of deci-
sion is actually useful to curb 
loss of sleep or whether high 
schoolers simply compensate 
by sleeping later, which is 
very much a possibility from 
my personal experience. No 
one likes the [implementation 
of ] unhelpful reforms.”

Arnav Bhakta ’22 is par-
ticipating in the experiment 
to become more aware of his 
sleep habits and work to im-
prove them. 

Bhakta wrote in an email 
to The Phillipian, “I wanted 
to have an accurate count of 
how much I sleep on average. 
Also, I thought that if I par-
ticipated in this study, then I 

would have more motivation 
to sleep, as I would be more 
aware of my health and strive 
to improve it.”

Bhakta says he enjoys hav-
ing the FitBit and believes 
that the experiment should 
continue in future years.

Bhakta wrote, “I would say 
that it is really fun. At the end 
of the day, I love seeing how 
many steps I have taken and 
how much sleep I am averag-
ing for that week. Then, I am 
able to set goals for how I will 
improve tomorrow in terms of 
exercise and sleep. I definite-
ly think that the experiment 
should continue in the future. 
I think it could be beneficial 
for all Andover students to 
monitor their health but also 
have fun with it.”

DANIEL CHO 
& WILLIAM YUE

Editor’s Note: This article 
originally ran on January 11, 
2019

Bulfinch Hall Celebrates Bicentennial Anniversary

D.ZHU/THE PHILLIPIAN

Bulfinch Hall, originally built in 1819, was first known as the “Brick Academy.”  The original Bulfinch measured 40 by 80 feet and had far fewer separate rooms when compared to its current lay-
out.

After its wooden predeces-
sor burned to the ground in 
1818, construction on Andover’s 
third schoolhouse began imme-
diately and was completed in 
1819. This year, Bulfinch Hall, 
previously referred to as the 
“Brick Academy,” celebrates its 
200th anniversary.

While Bulfinch currently 
houses the English Depart-
ment, the building has served 
as a schoolhouse, gymnasium, 
dining hall, and an academic 
building. 

“I feel not quite worthy of 
its 200 year history, but at the 
same time I am excited that the 
department as it is now is not 
what people envisioned 200 
years ago for [Andover]. We are 
a much more diverse Bulfinch 
and a much more diverse stu-
dent body. That part is really 
exciting to me,” said Stephanie 
Curci, Chair of the English De-
partment.

Charles Bulfinch was origi-
nally credited with the design 
of the “Brick Academy,” though 
it was later found to be Asher 
Benjamin’s design, according to 
Paige Roberts, Director of Ar-
chives and Special Collection.

“We have evidence that the 
school paid [Benjamin] 15 dol-
lars for his work designing the 
exterior of the building. That’s 
important to mention because 
we think of Bulfinch as the ar-
chitect of Bulfinch Hall, when 
in fact Charles Bulfinch de-
signed Pearson Hall,” said Rob-
erts.  

For the first 50 years, Bul-
finch was used as an academic 
building. In the 1860s, it was 
transformed into a gymnasium, 
undergoing several changes 
such as the removal of the sec-
ond floor and installing gym-
nastic equipment, according to 
Roberts. 

In June of 1896, a fire burned 
down the interior of 
Bulfinch and 

ending its service as a gymna-
sium. Bulfinch was then rebuilt 
as a dining hall and named the 
Bancroft’s Beanery after the 
Head of School, Cecil Bancroft, 
at the time. Following the con-
struction of Paresky Commons 
in 1930, Bulfinch underwent a 
renovation yet again, to refa-
cilitate its use as an academic 
building. 

“Bulfinch Hall embodies 
[Andover’s] ability to adapt to 
change. The fact that it served 
all these different functions 
is extraordinary. I think it’s 
a beautiful building. In some 
ways, it looks very simple. At 
least for me, that’s part of what 
I like about it; it’s almost kind 
of reassuring. There’s no over-
complicating features,” said 
Roberts. 

According to Sherri Hall-
gren, Adjunct Instructor in 
English, Bulfinch is a prime ex-
ample of Andover’s tradition of 
remaining true to original core 
values. 

“We still have a traditional 
foot in our original core prin-
ciples and you see it embodied 
physically in the rooms that we 
teach in. They’re here, the old 
walls, the old windows. Look at 
how thick these walls are, you 
can see how far back the win-
dows are,” said Hallgren.

Hallegren continued, 
“and these floors. I don’t 
know when these floors 
were last paid attention 
to, so that when you try 
to scooch your chair in 
they can’t jump each 
board going forth.”

In 2012 to 2013, Bul-
finch was renovated, 
once again adapting for 
the needs of its current 
students. The building 
was made handicapped 
accessible, the Tirana 
Room was built, and new 
technology was 
added to the 

building. A functional green 
roof with real plant life was 
placed above the Tirana Room, 
wall colors changed, and the 
historic debate room was 
turned into a faculty lounge, 
according to “Bulfinch Hall Re-
born and Andover: The Official 
Magazine of Phillips Academy.”

Jeff Domina, Instructor 
in English, was a Committee 
Member during the renovation. 
The committee decided to use 
the trees that needed to be cut 
down for the renovation to cre-
ate new furniture for the build-
ing. 

The Committee elected fur-
niture maker Strother Purdy ’85 

to head the project. He created 
new seminar tables, as well as 
a few smaller tables. Domina 
later said that he liked that they 
were able to use everything at 
their disposal, as well as make a 
connection with an alum.

“You know we said we want-
ed it to be our trees, our wood, 
so you know there are a lot of 
knots and things like quirky 
marks in the wood, even though 
he did beautiful work on them. 
It feels kinda cool because it’s 
like a sacred [aspect] of the 
place,” said Domina.

When the knots provided 
trouble for Purdy, he had the 
idea to float a new 2012 penny 
into the resin every time that 
they had to fill a knot. Domina 
says that every large object he 
made has one hidden some-
where. 

The architectural details that 
were added and restored in the 
1930s renovation continue to be 
preserved today, according to 
Domina. 

“The way that the building 
itself still has some of its archi-
tectural quirks and the interest 
of it on the exterior and the in-
terior. You see traces of its his-
tory, you see the stains on the 
bricks on the outside, which are 
from the fires,” said Domina. 

Although new technology 
has been added to Bulfinch, it 

has maintained many of its 
older aspects. Bulfinch still 
uses small classrooms suit-
able for discussion-based 
classes, according to Hall-
gren.

“The last school I taught 
at had smartboards in all the 
classrooms, but I love the 
emphasis here. The more I 
teach the more I think that 
what really matters is that 
the students can all look at 
each other, and listen to each 

other, and talk to each 
other. And that we 

all spend 

way too much time riveted into 
the little black mirror space of 
our screens,” said Hallgren.

Bulfinch has been a transfor-
mative part of students’ lives at 
Andover, as the opportunity to 
have peer discussions and in-
terpret texts have stuck with 
many students, according to 
Domina. 

Jack Fates ’22 said he enjoys 
the conversations that Bulfinch 
fosters and he appreciates the 
history of Andover students 
who took English in Bulfinch.

“It’s just cool to think about 
how I’m just a small, one stu-
dent out of thousands that have 
come here. Its just cool to think 
about how so many people have 
come and learned through An-
dover, and especially in Bul-
finch, cause everyone goes to 
Bulfinch [because] they have to 
take English,” said Fates.

According to Patrick Rielly, 
Instructor in English, one of his 
favorite experiences in Bulfinch 
was teaching Frankenstein in 
the fall for English-100.

“Frankenstein was pub-
lished in 1818 so it was also cel-
ebrating its 200th year. It’s kind 
of amazing imagining Mary 
Shelley writing Frankenstein 
as this building was being built. 
It just seems so far to where we 
are now. I think James Monroe 
was the president while it was 
being built. That kind of time-
line is fun to imagine and being 
a little tiny part of that is really 
cool,” said Rielly.

Domina said he feels lucky 
to be a part of the community in 
Bulfinch.

Domina said, “I think when 
we’re at our best as learners, 
teachers, and students, we’re 
working together toward bet-
ter thinking, towards truth. By 
thinking hard about literature, 
philosophy, the world around 
us, and the ways that we can 
treat each other better and live 
better lives and take the joy in 
what’s beautiful about litera-
ture.”

Editor’s Note: This 
article originally ran on 

January 11, 2019

PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE ANDOVER ARCHIVES

After a fire damaged the building in 1896, Bulfinch Hall was fixed and used as a storage and warm-up space for athletic programs.  The Borden Gym opened in 1902, which lead Bulfinch to be 
enlarged and fitted as a school dining hall. It was later replaced by what is now Paresky Commons.

SAM ELLIOTT & 
LAURA OSPINA



June 2, 2019 T h e  P h i l l i p i a n NEWS A9

ASM: Patrisse Cullors, Co-Founder of #BlackLivesMatter, 
Highlights Power of Activism

In July 2013, activist and or-
ganizer Patrisse Cullors tweeted 
“#BlackLivesMatter” in response 
to the acquittal of George Zimmer-
man, who had murdered 17-year-
old African American Trayvon 
Martin in Sanford, Fla. on Febru-
ary 26, 2012. 

Since then, the hashtag 
“#BlackLivesMatter” has been 
Tweeted over 41 million times, 
according to “N.P.R.” Black Lives 
Matter is now an international 
organization with more than 40 
chapters, according to the Black 
Lives Matter website. 

Marking Andover’s 29th annu-
al commemoration of Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. (MLK) Day, Cullors 
called upon students to enact 
social change as part of her talk 
during All-School Meeting (ASM). 
Cullors also asked the audience to 
look beyond the triviality of poli-
tics and focus on the preservation 
of basic humanity throughout the 
world.

“This is not political. This is 
literally about humanity,” said 
Cullors. 

This nonpartisan message res-
onated with Shyan Koul ’19, who 
said he appreciated Cullors’ efforts 

to call everyone into the pursuit of 
justice. 

“We are looking at humani-
ty, and not just whether you’re a 
Democrat or Republican or what-
ever. I think that really resonated 
with a lot of people, especially 
because now we live in such a di-
visive time where everything is a 
political statement, but I think the 
idea that certain things don’t have 
to be political and it can just be car-
ing about the people around you. 
I think a lot of people resonated 
with that idea,” said Koul. 

Though the Black Lives Matter 
movement started online, it has 
since grown into a global network 
committed to opposing anti-black 
racism. Victor Tong ’22 said he was 
intrigued by the organization’s 
rapid development. 

“I was wondering how they 
were able to transform all that en-
ergy that they had online and use 
that to break down barriers that 
were imposed by generations of 
policymakers who were intolerant 
and who were basically discrimi-
natory,” said Tong. 

Cullors was invited to campus 
by the Community and Multicul-
tural Development (CAMD) office.

In an email to The Phillipian, 
LaShawn Springer, Director of 
CAMD, wrote, “We always look 

for someone who can provide 
historical context of MLK’s life 
and legacy (and place it within 
the larger civil rights movement) 
and also a contemporary view of 
where we are as a country using an 
intersectional framework of jus-
tice. We also look for someone we 
think will connect with our young 
people and our adult community 
so that we can move into the day 
grounded in a common message.”

During ASM, Cullors opened 
her speech by not only addressing 
the significance of Martin Luther 
King Jr., but also those who sup-
ported him. 

“King was not just an individu-
al that changed the course of his-
tory. It took millions and millions 
of black people and their allies to 
stand up against the federal gov-
ernment, to stand up against global 
government,” said Cullors in her 
talk. 

Although Cullors said that she 
was grateful for people wanting to 
hear her speak about how Black 
Lives Matter started, she empha-
sized that the movement was not 
about her.

“It’s about all of us. It’s about 
how we decide to show up in a 
moment like this when the entire 
world is watching what America is 
doing,” said Cullors. 

This idea of allyship particular-
ly resonated with Chi Igbokwe ’21, 
who considered how people from 
privileged backgrounds can sup-
port others in the fight for social 
justice. 

“People sometimes put the 
burden on people of a certain race 
to speak about those issues. If we 
want to change to happen, we 
have to stand behind people and 
back those people up, especially 
if you’re someone with privilege. 
You can lift some of the burden off 
of those people and use that priv-
ilege to boost their platform and 
stand behind them like the people 
that stood behind MLK Jr.,” said 
Igbokwe.

According to Cullors, a coali-
tion composed of both activists 
and allies is imperative for the sake 
of future generations. 

“How are we going to make 
sure that we are creating the foun-
dations for freedom right now, so 
that in 100 years from now, that 
our children and their children 
and their children’s children are 
not fighting the same fight that we 
are? I don’t care if you come from 
Atlanta or California or New York 
or D.C. or Ohio or Texas. We all 
have a collective responsibility,” 
said Cullors. 

Abby Ndikum ’20, who intro-

duced Cullors alongside Aissata 
Bah ’20, said she connected with 
the idea of humanity and the pow-
er of one’s voice.

“The main takeaway from 
this event that I took away from 
[Cullors] is that I’m human and 
that my life is as important as any-
body else’s life and that I shouldn’t 
be afraid to fight for my voice to be 
heard… I was just so thankful for 
the opportunity to introduce her 
because that’s the biggest thing I’ll 
probably ever do in my career at 
Andover,” said Ndikum.

Looking directly towards An-
dover, Cullors said she was im-
pressed by the community’s efforts 
to create an institution based on 
empathy and inclusion.

Cullors said, “It is clear that you 
are building a loving community. 
It is clear that you are building a 
community of accountability. It is 
clear that you are building a com-
munity that is about not just fight-
ing for something but for building 
something, and that’s incredibly 
important, and that’s incredibly 
powerful.”

Editor’s Note: Aissata Bah is a 
Business Associate for The Phillip-
ian. 

This article originally ran on 
February 15, 2019.

ZACH MOYNIHAN

Dr. Keith Flaherty ’89 Endows Andover Breadloaf with $4 Million Dollar Gift

A gift of four million dollars 
from Dr. Keith Flaherty ’89 
will allow Andover Bread Loaf 
(A.B.L.) to continue its mis-
sion in strengthening public 
education for underprivileged 
communities. Flaherty’s con-
tribution is a major component 
of Andover’s Knowledge and 
Goodness Campaign, accord-
ing to Richard Gorham, Asso-
ciate Director of A.B.L. 

During his time at Ando-
ver, Flaherty found a mentor 
in Louis Bernieri, Instructor 
in English, who started A.B.L. 
in 1987 and now serves as its 
Executive Director. For Berni-
eri, his personal connection to 
Flaherty made the gift all the 
more impactful.

“Personally, one of the 
wonderful things about [An-
dover] alumni is they’ve been 
supporting this program. We 
have foundation funding, but 
we’ve gotten major funding 
from our alumni. This gift 
comes from one of my former 
students, so it has a deep per-
sonal meaning for me. That 
kind of student-teacher bond 
is really sacred, and I never 
want money or anything like 
that to get in the way, but this 
was an incredible affirmation 
for me of the program and that 
student-teacher relationship,” 
said Bernieri.

Flaherty was first inspired 
by A.B.L.’s work when he par-
ticipated in the program as an 
Andover student. He eventual-
ly reconnected with A.B.L. as 
an alumnus, seeing the oppor-
tunity to give back both to the 
program and the person who 
had shaped him years before. 

“Andover Bread Loaf was 
founded when I was in my last 

two years at Andover, and I 
went to Lawrence a handful of 
times, and witnessed the very, 
very first interactions with 
young students in Lawrence 
trying to develop this concept 
of using writing and expres-
sion as a tool for finding one’s 
voice and being able to portray 
one’s identity and hopes, aspi-
rations, and so on,” said Fla-
herty.

According to Flaherty, the 
gift will ensure that A.B.L. 
has the resources not only to 
strengthen its current oper-
ations but also to expand its 
scope.

“The fundraising that’s 
been able to be done each year 
has allowed the program to es-
tablish its Lawrence base and 
create early pilot endeavors 
in next wave sites, but basi-
cally, further growth is going 
to be really challenging with-
out more financial support, so 
that’s where this gift comes 
in,” said Flaherty. 

Flaherty continued, “My 
hope is that basically by under-
writing the program in its cur-
rent form, that means that the 
exact amount of money that 
has currently been raised an-
nually and I hope will contin-
ue to be raised annually from 
many different Andover con-
stituents… can now be used to 
grow the program further, ei-
ther by strengthening the new 
sites that have already had a 
footprint established or pilot-
ing in another wave beyond the 
current sites that have already 
begun to be established.”

Beyond the financial sup-
port, Gorham sees the gift as 
a recognition of the work that 
A.B.L. has done for over 30 
years. 

“What this donation will do 
is allow us to have an endow-

ment, and an endowment gives 
you confidence that the bills 
will be paid every year and 
you’re not scrambling to raise 
enough money to pay for this 
year. You know this year is go-
ing to be paid for, and you can 
go raise money for special proj-
ects, so it’s going to give us a 
degree of flexibility that we’ve 
never had,” said Gorham. 

Gorham also believes that 
the endowment from Flaherty 
will also provide A.B.L. with 
financial stability in its coming 
years. 

“We’ve always been plan-
ning for the long term, but now 
we can plan with confidence 
and with financial security. So 
it’s got some very real, tangible 
effects, and it’s also just a deep 
and incredible honor to think 
that somebody thinks enough 
of the work that we’ve been 
doing to put this kind of money 
behind it,” continued Gorham.

According to Jineyda Tapia, 
Instructor in English and As-
sociate Director of A.B.L., the 
program impacts anywhere 
from 1200 to 5000 students 
each year. The defining aspect 
of A.B.L. for Tapia is the free-
dom that the students have to 
express themselves in their 
work. 

“We don’t teach writing, 
per se. We don’t correct gram-
matical errors. They can write 
in their own home language. 
They can insert artwork to 
their writing. It’s the freedom 
that allows kids to experiment 
with I think one of the tru-
est selves, and once they see 
themselves within that written 
work, how their experiences 
matter in this world. That re-
ally sets the program apart, I 
think, from other engagement 
programs that I’ve seen in the 
past,” said Tapia. 

Anna Lopez ’19 discovered 
their love of poetry and writ-
ing when they attended A.B.L. 
workshops in middle school. 
At Andover, Lopez has worked 
for A.B.L. as a writing leader, 
valuing their students’ aware-
ness of their identities. 

“Now, there’s a lot more talk 
about race than when I was in 
middle school… It’s just great 
seeing that they’re doing al-
right and are talking about 
these issues at an earlier age 
and being able to acknowledge 
it when I had no idea. I just 
know that the future is going 
to be brighter with them,” said 
Lopez. 

According to Tapia, Fla-
herty was first inspired to ad-
vance the program when he 
visited A.B.L. one summer 

and had the opportunity to see 
their work in action.

“I think [Flaherty] just fell 
in love again. I remember him 
that summer just being so ex-
cited, and for him to be so gen-
erous and give us that peace of 
mind, that sustainability, that 
assurance that the program 
will go on way beyond us to 
keep making the impact that 
it’s been making, is just gold,” 
said Tapia. 

ZACH MOYNIHAN

Administration Plans Road Safety Initiatives Following 
Pedestrian Car Accidents at Bell Tower Crosswalk

A northbound car struck 
two Andover students at the 
Bell Tower crosswalk on Main 
Street on Wednesday, Febru-
ary 6, around 8:00 p.m. While 
neither student sustained any 
major injuries, they were im-
mediately brought to Lawrence 
General Hospital where they 
were evaluated and released 
later that night, according to 
Mark Leonard, Director of 
Campus Safety. 

Almost exactly two years 
prior on January 30, 2017, an-
other student, Madeline Stick-
ley ’19, was struck by a car at 
the same crosswalk. 

According to Leonard, Phil-
lips Academy Public Safety 
(PAPS) is making a dedicated 
effort towards educating stu-
dents on road safety. 

“We’re making a concerted 
effort, as we always have tried 
to do, to reemphasize the need 
to not only push the button, but 
once we push the button make 
sure you look, listen before you 
actually step out into the road-
way. Because as we know, un-
fortunately, drivers are often 
distracted, and I’m not saying 
that was the case in this ac-

cident, just in general,” said 
Leonard. 

While Stickley agrees that 
the crossings on Main Street 
can be improved, she believes 
that students are taking on 
blame and stress for an issue 
that the administration is ne-
glecting to solve in a produc-
tive manner. 

In the accident two years 
ago, Stickley sustained injuries 
including significant traumatic 
brain injury, a broken femur, 
and broken stapes, which ren-
dered her deaf in her right ear. 

“I think that students are do-
ing all that they can, and stuff 
still happens, [but] I think that 
there needs to be more substan-
tial change to the crosswalk to 
actually make a difference...I 
think more of the problem 
needs to be raised with drivers 
in the Andover area and pos-
sibly with the school with get-
ting something bigger put up to 
provide for student safety,” said 
Stickley.

Following Stickley’s acci-
dent in 2017, the administration 
worked in tandem with local 
and state authorities to create 
a safer environment for stu-
dents at crossings, according to 
Jennifer Elliott ’94, Assistant 
Head of School for Residential 
Life and Dean of Students. This 

included both physical and ed-
ucational materials aimed at 
making the road safer.  

Elliott wrote in an email 
to The Phillipian, “Partnering 
with authorities from the town 
and from the state (because Rt 
28 is a state highway), school 
officials received approval to 
install a roadside speedome-
ter to encourage cars to slow 
down as they approached cam-
pus from the south, installed 
brighter and more effective 
lights at the crosswalks, and in-
stalled flashing lights and but-
tons at the crosswalks. We have 
communicated regularly with 
community members to edu-
cate folks about the importance 
of crosswalk safety.”

Sebastian Romero ’20, a day 
student from Andover, regular-
ly drives on campus. Despite 
attempts to light the crossing, 
Romero mentioned the lack of 
visibility on Main Street. 

“The problem, definitely 
coming up that road on Main 
Street, [is] the lighting. The 
school has done a very good job 
of lighting it, but even then it’s 
sometimes very hard to see, ” 
said Romero.

While visiting colleges, 
Stickley was inspired by cam-
pus crossing safety at other 
schools, including footbridges, 

tunnels underneath, and rail-
way gates at railroad crossings. 
Stickley has communicated 
with Elliott about these ideas 
for how Andover could more 
permanently solve issues of 
safety at crosswalks. 

“After I was hurt, they put 
in new lights that were I think 
a bit brighter and spotlights to 
the actual walk was lit up—it 
wasn’t just flashing lights so 
the drivers could see. And then 
they stationed a public safety 
officer there for a week to calm 
people’s anxiety, but it didn’t 
really do anything,” said Stick-
ley.

Stickley continued, “And 
right now, I think after two 
more [people] being hurt there, 
they just blocked it off, which 
defeats the whole purpose of 
having a crosswalk. This is a 
problem we can solve, versus 
just not using it.”

Following the incident last 
week, Elliott sent out a school-
wide email about crosswalk 
safety on Thursday February 
7. She communicated that the 
crosswalk in question would be 
staffed, presumably by a PAPS 
officer, during the school day 
and physically blocked off after 
4:00 p.m. 

“Given that we have had sev-
eral accidents in this location 

during inclement weather, we 
have decided to close the cross-
walk in the evenings for the 
remainder of the winter term. 
Head of School John Palfrey, 
Director of Campus Safety, and 
I sent out communications to-
day to members of our commu-
nity about this short-term deci-
sion,” wrote Elliott. 

This policy, however, is not 
a permanent solution. Leonard 
hopes to work with the admin-
istration and improve crossing 
safety with a long-term plan for 
the crosswalk.

“I think we have to look at 
[the crosswalk]. Does [the ac-
cident] mean that that cross-
ing should not be there? Or, 
are there ways to make it safer 
somehow? So those are things 
we’re going to be thinking 
about, and you know, try to 
come up with the best solution. 
But in the meantime, [I] just 
want to take the opportunity to 
get the message out there that...
with distracted driving on the 
increase as it always is, we all 
need to be very careful,” said 
Leonard.

STAFF REPORT

COURTESY OF ANDOVER.EDU

Lou Bernieri, Instructor in English, talks to students who participate in
the Andover Bread Loaf program.

Editor’s Note: This article 
originally ran on February 15, 
2019.

Editor’s Note: This article 
originally ran on February 15, 
2019.
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Protesters Assemble at 
Corner of Salem and Main 

Streets

Holding signs that read, 
“Does Phillips Academy Ad-
dress Sexual Misconduct?” a 
group of protesters have gath-
ered at the corner of Salem and 
Main Streets every morning this 
week since Friday, March 15. 

The demonstrators did not 
provide a specific instance of 
sexual misconduct behind their 
protest, according to an email 
sent to the Andover community 
by Jennifer Elliott ’94, Assistant 
Head of School for Residential 
Life and Dean of Students. As 
a result, the administration be-
lieves that the group has possi-
ble ulterior motives regarding 
Consigli Construction, the com-
pany currently working on the 
Oliver Wendell Holmes Library 
renovation. 

“The protesters have not 
provided any information to in-
dicate their message relates to 
any member of our community. 
Nor are we aware of any specific 
issue related to sexual miscon-
duct that they are referencing. 
We believe the group picked 
an issue that was obviously im-
portant to [Andover] in order 
to attract attention to a whol-
ly different matter regarding a 
third-party contractor, Consigli 
Construction,” wrote Elliott. 

Such a protest against Con-
sigli Construction would not be 
unprecedented. According to 
the Pace Chronicle and wick-
edlocal.com, multiple groups 
of subcontractors and union 
workers have protested against 
the company in the past be-
cause of alleged union discrim-
ination and subcontractor bid-
ding practices.

In 2014, Consigli faced crit-
icism from the Ironworkers 
Local 40 Union in 2014 for al-
leged discrimination against 
union workers. They claimed 
that Consigli had submitted 
too low of a bid for a project at 
Pace University, subsequently 
forcing their subcontractors to 
work for lower wages, accord-
ing to The Pace Chronicle. 

A similar protest occurred in 
2017 when construction work-
ers protested a Consigli project 
at Melrose-Wakefield Hospital 
in Melrose, Mass. They set up a 
giant inflatable pig outside the 
hospital and held signs stating 
that Consigli was “bad for busi-
ness, bad for our community,” 
according to wickedlocal.com, 
an online news source. 

The protestors have declined 
to comment to both The Phil-
lipian and to the Andover ad-
ministration about their affili-

ation and motives. However, if 
the protestors are union work-
ers like the protestors in the 
past two incidents, they may be 
targeting the school in order to 
push Andover to cut off its busi-
ness partnership with Consigli.  

Consigli has been the main 
contractor on several high-pro-
file Andover renovation and 
construction projects. In addi-
tion to the ongoing library reno-
vations, Consigli was also hired 
for projects in Bullfinch, Pare-
sky Commons, the Bell Tow-
er, Morse Hall, Nathan Hale 
House, Rockwell House, and 
the Sykes Wellness center.

Although the administration 
believes that the protesters are 
actually targeting Consigli Con-
struction, the administration 
has made an effort to clarify 
that Andover takes sexual mis-
conduct very seriously. In an 
interview with The Phillipian, 
Elliott provided examples of 
the various ways the school has 
tried to address sexual miscon-
duct. 

“[Andover] does not tolerate 
sexual misconduct. It’s an issue 
that we have tried to address 
from lots of different angles, 
whether that’s student educa-
tion, prevention, promotion of 
healthy decision making and 
safe choices, trying to provide 
opportunities for students to 
talk about affirmative consent…
We’ve tried to make it clear to 
our entire community that this 
is an issue that we care deeply 
about, and we want to promote 
as safe and healthy a communi-
ty as we possibly can,” said El-
liott.

According to Elliott, the 
safety of Andover students is 
the administration’s highest 
priority. While Elliott acknowl-
edged the rights of the protest-
ers to assemble peacefully, the 
situation will be monitored to 
ensure that no threat is posed 
toward the school.

“The police have been in-
volved to make sure and insist 
that [the demonstrators] are 
peacefully protesting. If they 
were in violation of those ex-
pectations, then they would not 
be allowed to be on public prop-
erty near a school in that way…
Our kids’ safety is the most im-
portant piece, so if at any point 
we felt our kids were not in a 
safe position, we would want 
the police to help us in escort-
ing protesters away from our 
campus,” said Elliott.

STAFF REPORT

Sebastian Romero ’20 & Shahinda 
Bahnasy ’20 Elected New School 

Co-Presidents

After a long process of 
collecting signatures, cam-
paigning, and debating, Se-
bastian Romero ’20 and 
Shahinda Bahnasy ’20 have 
secured their position as the 
Student Body Co-Presidents 
for the 2019-2020 school 
year. The pair celebrated its 
win after the polls closed on 
Wednesday night.

In their platform, Romero 
and Bahnasy focused on the 
implementation of three new 
student committees: Health 
and Wellness, Information 
and Technology, and Policy, 
all of which are intended to 
improve the well-being of all 
students on campus. 

Romero said, “Every-
one should know that men-
tal health is a large issue on 
campus. We just came off a 
year of the highest number of 
students going to Sykes. Cur-
rently, we have one psychia-
trist and the waiting list for 
a meeting consists of over 50 
students. With the growing 
number of people who need 
to see them, we need to make 
sure that Sykes is adequately 
staffed. Students at this school 
should have proper resources 
that they need to succeed.” 

Bahnasy added, “The 
Health and Wellness Com-
mittee will be working with 
the Sykes Wellness Center, fo-
cusing on having an increased 
number of support staff for 
students who are facing issues 
with mental health. Current-
ly, we have a couple of ideas as 
to how we can get more staff 
involved in the well being of 
students, and we also want 
health and wellness to work 
upon a plan to spread aware-
ness about mental health on 
campus. We know it fosters a 
place on this campus, but the 
important thing is that we can 
get support for it in every way 
possible.” 

Similar to the work being 
done in the health and well-
ness community, Romero and 
Bahnasy plan on having the 
information and technology 
committee to develop a Sykes 

mobile app, providing addi-
tional awareness of mental 
health to students. 

“The Information and 
Technology Committee will 
consist of a group of students 
who have the ability to code 
and design a program for the 
Sykes app that we are hoping 
to make. It is an application 
where people would be able to 
make appointments for Sykes 
directly on it, while there also 
being just a bunch of mental 
health awareness programs 
directly embedded on the 
app. They will also be meeting 
with faculty members around 
campus and help us reach our 
goals,” said Bahnasy. 

In pushing for reforms of 
the cuts policy and person-
al time, Romero and Bahnasy 
hope to continue the work of 
former Co-Presidents Sam 
Bird ’18, Eastlyn Frankel ’18, 
Keely Aouga ’19, and Nick 
Demetroulakos ’19 through 
the creation of the Policy 
Committee. 

“We believe that a student 
should not be penalized for 
oversleeping through just a 
couple classes. This reform 
goes hand in hand with the 
new schedule for next year. As 
it stands, if students still have 
two cuts, and if they just miss 
one class next year, then they 
would have maxed out their 
cuts for the term. We thought 
that it was a little unfair, and 
we just want students to have 
as many cuts as they want,” 
said Romero. 

Romero continued, “We are 
also trying to be more lenient 
about personal time. Current-
ly, students need to request 
for personal time 24 hours 
in advance. But that is truly 
unproductive, because many 
students do not know what 
they would be encountering 
within the next 12 hours that 
may possibly require them to 
request for Personal Time. 
For a policy that is meant to 
increase wellness, it needs to 
be revised and taken into ac-
count the human aspect of it.” 

Although following the 
platform is a big part of their 
role as Co-Presidents, Rome-

ro and Bahnasy primarily 
wish to focus on fostering 
positivity through connecting 
with the students in any pos-
sible way. 

Bahnasy said, “One thing 
that we are focusing on is pos-
itivity throughout this entire 
campus. We know that some-
times and some days do not 
go as planned. Sometimes, we 
dig ourselves into these holes 
that we really can’t find a way 
out of. During those times of 
struggle, I just want to be a 
friendly face to the people. 
They can just feel free to come 
up and talk to me. It is just a 
matter of saying hi and intro-
ducing yourselves to me, and 
I want people to know that 
both of us are here to support 
them if they wish to complain 
or rant about anything.”

According to Romero, the 
two have been close friends 
since their Junior Fall math 
class. Romero believes that 
their friendship and previous 
experience enable them work 
well as a group, as well as 
having different personalities 
that balance each other out in 
a positive way. 

Romero said, “Shahinda 
and I first got to know each 
other in Math-210 during Ju-
nior Fall. Since that time, we 
got to know each other very 
well. She is definitely one of 
the people on campus who are 
my closest friends. Besides 
just a simple friendship, how-
ever, we really do have a sense 
of teamwork and experience 
as well, because we worked 
as Student Council during our 
Lower years. We balance each 
other out, because she is more 
serious and driven. Not to 
say that I am not driven, but 
I bring a little more humor 
and light-heartedness into 
things. Making good balance 
has made working and cam-
paigning with Shahinda a very 
enjoyable, exciting, and a fun 
process.”

D.OWYANG/THEPHILLIPIAN

Sebastian Romero ’20 & Shahinda Bahnasy ’20 recieved a phone call from Jennifer Elliott ’94,
Dean of Students and Residential Life, with the results of the election.

Editor’s Note:  Shahinda 
Bahnasy ’20 is a Photo Editor 
for The Phillipian.

This article originally ran on 
March 22, 2019.

Editor’s Note: This article 
originally ran on March 22, 
2019.

SPRING TERM IN REVIEW

Over spring break, Head of 
School John Palfrey announced 
that he would be stepping down 
at the end of the scholastic year 
to become President of the John 
D. and Catherine T. MacArthur 
Foundation. During his sev-
en-year tenure at Andover, Palfrey 
oversaw the conception and exe-
cution of the 2014 Strategic Plan, 
the 2017 Knowledge and Good-
ness Campaign, and the construc-
tion of the Snyder Athletic Center 
and Rebecca M. Sykes Wellness 
Center. Jim Ventre ’79, Assistant 
Head of School for Admission and 
Financial Aid, was announced as 
the Interim Head of School as ap-
pointed by the Board of Trustees. 
Nancy Jeton, Assistant Head of 
School, relayed the news in a cam-
pus-wide email on March 5. 

In the same email, it was an-
nounced that Amy Falls ’82, P’19 
’21 had become President-elect 
of the Board of Trustees, the 
first woman to hold the position. 
Falls, who has served as a charter 
trustee for seven years and as the 
co-chair of the Knowledge and 
Goodness Campaign along with 
Joe Bae P’21 and Peter Currie ’74 
P’03, will succeed Currie, who has 

held the position since 2012. Falls 
will chair the search for the new 
Head of School. 

Following the first All-School 
Meeting (ASM) of the Spring 
Term on March 20, Shahinda 
Bahnasy ’20 and Sebastian Rome-
ro ’20 were elected to serve as Stu-
dent Body Co-Presidents. During 
their campaign, they said that they 
hope to expand student-faculty 
relations and implement three 
new student committees focused 
on student health and wellness, 
technology and information, and 
policy.

Beginning on March 15, pro-
testers holding signs with the 
phrase “Does Phillips Academy 
Address Sexual Misconduct?” 
populated the corner of Salem 
and Main Street. The protesters 
did not name a specific incident of 
sexual misconduct, leading some 
in the community to believe that 
they were motivated by ties to 
workers unions that are anti-Con-
sigli Construction. Consigli Con-
struction is the company working 
on the renovation of the Oliver 
Wendell Holmes Library.

The administration announced 
plans during the week of April 5 to 
create mixed ninth and tenth grad-
er dorms for the 2019-2020 school 
year, shifting from the current 
system of all-Junior dorms. Smith 
House, Isham House, America 

House, Tucker House, and Smith 
House will all become inter-grade 
dorms next year, housing both Ju-
niors and new Lowers. Students 
had mixed reactions, with some 
students expressing concern that 
new Lowers would have a more 
difficult time assimilating into the 
Andover community if housed 
with Juniors.

The Mentors in Violence Pre-
vention (M.V.P.) program ran an 
M.V.P. Awareness Week the week 
of April 1. placing signs in Pares-
ky Commons to bring attention 
to the issue of gender-based vio-
lence. M.V.P. board members and 
event organizers set up a large 
piece of paper in commons, en-
couraging student to write differ-
ent gender norms and stereotypes 
inside a box. Outside the box, 
students wrote what people are 
called when they step outside of 
those norms. 

On March 27, Andover raised 
over 2 million dollars for PA Giv-
ing Day, an annual event for alum-
ni and members of the Andover 
community to donate money to 
the school. The money funds 
scholarships and other academic, 
extracurricular, and community 
initiatives on campus. Ten stuffed 
Gungas were hidden around cam-
pus with the promise of donation 
made in the name of the students 
who found them.

The Andover Gender and Sex-
uality Alliance (G.S.A) held its 
30th anniversary weekend cele-
bration on April 13 and 14, hosting 
guests such as Sharon Tentarelli 
’90, the initial founder of G.S.A. 
at Andover, and Nancy Boutillier, 
the first faculty advisor of the club 
and former Instructor in English. 
Tentarelli and Boutillier spoke at 
the G.S.A keynote address. Other 
events, including the second an-
nual Drag Show, luncheons, and 
assorted workshops, helped to 
celebrate the history of the club. 

The fourth annual “Take Back 
The Night” march against sexu-
al harassment, assault, and gen-
der-based violence was held on 
April 17. “Take Back The Night,” 
which is recognized globally as 
an organization that works to end 
sexual assault, also helps to facil-
itate difficult conversations sur-
rounding issues of emotional and 
physical violence. The march was 
organized by the Brace Center for 
Gender Studies board, with Blue 
Key Heads and Drumline lead-
ing students in chants in the walk 
down to Abbot Campus. 

A number of different ASM 
speakers were featured through-
out the term, including execu-
tive director of non-profit PE-
RIOD.org Nadya Okamoto and 
Barbara Pierce Bush. Okamoto is 
the co-founder of PERIOD, which 

she describes as a ‘menstrual 
movement’ to end period pover-
ty and destigmatize menstrua-
tion. Bush, the granddaughter of 
George H.W. Bush ’42, and daugh-
ter of President George Bush ’64, 
is the CEO of Global Health Corps, 
a non-profit organization that 
aims to solve global health issues. 
Okamoto visited on April 17, and 
Bush visited on May 1.

An armed robber stole nar-
cotics from the CVS Pharmacy in 
downtown Andover on April 23. 
According to The Eagle Tribune, 
the man approached the pharma-
ceutical counter with a handgun 
and demanded narcotics. Andover 
police worked in conjunction with 
Phillips Academy Public Safety of-
ficers to ensure the safety of the 
Andover community.

Facebook Co-Founder Chris 
Hughes ’02 published an opinion 
piece in the New York Times on 
May 9. In the article, “It’s Time To 
Break Up Facebook,” Hughes ar-
gued that Mark Zuckerberg, CEO 
of Facebook and Hughes’ fellow 
co-founder, has too much control 
in the company and that Facebook 
must be regulated in order to en-
sure accountability. The opinion 
piece was the second-most popu-
lar article in The New York Times 
that week. 

SOPHIA LEE &
 ZAINA QAMAR

AARON CHUNG
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The protestors stood on the corner between the Great Lawn and the
Belltower every morning throughout the week. 
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College Admissions Scandal Impacts Andover Community

A corruption scandal in college 
admissions made national news 
on Tuesday, March 12. Nicknamed 
“Operation Varsity Blues” by the 
F.B.I., the investigation resulted in 
the indictment of over fifty peo-
ple accused of conspiring with 
college counselor William Singer. 
Through a number of schemes, 
including falsifying standardized 
test scores and athletic ability, 
Singer guaranteed spots at selec-
tive colleges for his clients’ chil-
dren, according to “The Washing-
ton Post.” 

A current Andover parent was 
indicted alongside 32 other par-
ents in the aftermath of the in-
vestigation. The investigation has 
also touched campus by prompt-
ing discussions about the compet-
itive nature of the college applica-
tion process and Andover’s own 
admissions process.

Neil Simpson ’19, who will 
compete as a Division I athlete 
next year in college, felt that the 
exploitation of the college admis-
sions process was inevitable. 

“College in America is a cap-
italistic system, so I feel like this 
was bound to happen. It’s a sad 
reality, but this one example of the 
way the competitive application 
process has evolved,” said Simp-
son.

According to “The New York 
Times,” the scandal has raised 
questions about how college ath-
letic recruitment should operate. 
Although national conversations 

have focused on college athletic 
admissions, sports also play a role 
in the application process at sec-
ondary schools such as Andover, 
according to Lisa Joel, Director 
of Enrollment Management and 
Head Coach of Girls Soccer.

“All we say to our coaches is 
[to] tell us what [they] assess to 
be that student’s talent level [and] 
potential ability to contribute, and 
we will add it to the file and in-
clude that in our review as much 
as we’re including the review of 
other things that they do,” said 
Joel.

However, Joel emphasized 
that academics have always been 
an integral part of the admissions 
process at Andover, and explained 
that the foremost aim of the ad-
missions committee is to pick stu-
dents who are multifaceted and 
especially strong academically.

Joel said, “We are looking for 
young people who are students 
first, and then contribute through 
character and passions outside of 
the classroom to our communi-
ty. So, to be clear, if the front-end 
driver, which is academics, is not 
[outstanding], it doesn’t matter if 
they’re the next big thing athlet-
ically. Students who have strong 
athletic interests are actually no 
different from students who have 
strong musical interests [or] who 
have strong dance interests.”

Sean Logan, Director of Col-
lege Counseling, said that this 
incident may have been a “wake 
up call” on how schools evaluate 
their own admissions process-
es. He pointed out that although 

much of the scandal was focused 
on athletics, other aspects that 
affect admission decisions can be 
unfairly altered in the same way. 

“[Admission offices] need to be 
constantly evaluating how they do 
things.... I think every school right 
now is really doing an internal au-
dit of their admissions process and 
everything they do. So, do they 
have really good checks and bal-
ances on when...students submit 
art portfolios? Are they being eval-
uated honestly [and] correctly? 
Are there ways they check that?” 
said Logan.

The scandal has also shed light 
on how family connections affect 
admission. According to “The 
New York Times,” 33.6 percent 
of Harvard applicants who were 
considered a legacy were accept-
ed, while under 5 percent of over-
all applicants were accepted for 
the Class of 2023. 

At Andover, although legacies 
account for only 3 percent of all 
applicants, 16 percent of the cur-
rent student body have at least one 
parent who also attended Ando-
ver, according to Jim Ventre, As-
sistant Head of School for Admis-
sion and Financial Aid. However, 
legacy applicants do not necessar-
ily have a greater chance at being 
admitted to Andover, according to 
Ventre. 

“Contrary to what one may ex-
pect, legacies at Andover are not 
necessarily any less academically 
qualified than the average appli-
cant. The scores and grades of leg-
acy admitted students tend to be 
at least median or above the range 

of all admitted students,” he said.
According to multiple stu-

dents, Andover’s culture can often 
be entrenched in the competitive 
nature of the college application 
process. 

Posie Millett ’20 said, “I think 
that for those on the outside, it 
can seem as though the sole focus 
of a school like Andover is to pre-
pare kids for elite schools, and this 
preconceived notion can seep into 
the community. The student body 
is not immune to such thinking. I 
think it’s hard not to have going to 
an elite college as the set end goal, 
when each term you complete, it 
is continuously looming in the dis-
tance...People are constantly going 
to have college on their mind be-
cause of the inherently driven na-
ture of the student body.”

Leila El Alam ’21 explained 
how the college application pro-
cess can be both a topic of con-
versation and point of stress on 
campus. 

She said, “[Andover is] a col-
lege prep school, like a lot of high 
schools, but at this one especially, 
[people focus on getting into col-
lege]. I was talking with some Se-
niors… and they were all talking 
about how they just got accept-
ed or they were waiting or doing 
college tours, and there’s a lot of 
stress put on it.”

Many Andover students par-
ticipate in activities such as sports, 
arts, or other extracurriculars to 
help make their college resume 
stand out, according to data from 
the 2018 State of the Academy 
survey: 64 percent of respondents 

reported that they participated in 
extracurriculars partly to increase 
their chances at admissions at an 
elite college, while 7 percent re-
ported participating in extracur-
riculars solely for this reason. 

“A lot of [my classmates] are 
already involved with extracur-
riculars. But my friends and I have 
been talking about how we need 
to get involved…[and] should join 
clubs, because it’ll be really help-
ful [in college admissions],” said El 
Alam.  

Midori Ishizuka ’11, Teaching 
Fellow in History, remembered 
her own experience with college 
admissions as a Senior at Andover. 
She stressed the importance of 
putting in perspective how small 
college is in the grand scheme of 
life. Ishizuka said that instead of 
obsessing over college admissions, 
students should appreciate their 
high school educations as actual 
learning experiences. 

“I remember feeling really re-
laxed about it until decisions came 
out and then I was freaking out. I 
was just a pile of a sobbing mess… 
I never thought that would be me, 
but I think as much as we try to 
say that, this does not determine 
the rest of your life… It feels like 
that, [but] being almost five years 
out of college at this point, [I’ve re-
alized that] there’s so much more 
life after college,” siad Ishizuka. 

STAFF REPORT

Editor’s Note: This article 
originally ran on March 22, 
2019.

Head of School John Palfrey Addresses His Departure During All-School Meeting

Following the announcement 
of his decision to leave Andover, 
Head of School John Palfrey used 
All-School Meeting (ASM) on 
March 27th to officially address 
his departure. 

Palfrey plans to take on a new 
role as the sixth president of the 
John D. and Catherine T. MacAr-
thur Foundation in the fall, a large, 
nonprofit foundation based out 
of Chicago, most famous for their 
million dollar Genius Grants. Pal-
frey said that his decision to leave 
Andover was primarily driven by 
his enthusiasm and passion for the 
Non Sibi spirit.

“When I came to Andover, the 
thing that moved me the most...
was [what] it was a chance every-
day to walk across that street to 
work on Non Sibi. That was what, 
in my heart, moved me to take this 
job: the idea—not to be the most 
important person in your lives, not 
to be your best teacher—but to be 
somebody who upheld Non Sibi in 
our life. And when this past year, 
the opportunity to do that at the 
scale that the MacArthur Founda-
tion could do, it felt like the [right] 
thing to do,” said Palfrey at ASM.

Palfrey said that he hopes the 
school continues to focus on di-
versity, equity, and inclusion in 
the coming years and emphasized 
that there are still strides to be 
made in those areas. He also spoke 
about his own experience with 
sexual assault and why promoting 
a culture of consent is an import-
ant goal for Andover. 

“I feel there’s unfinished busi-
ness is the focus of consent and 
respect...I will say that I too was a 
victim of sexual assault when I was 
your age—that not at my school, 
but in a gym, I was attacked. It was 
something that was not pleasant. 
It was by an older person who I 
trusted. And I say this not so you 

will look at me differently, in any 
way, but just to think, ‘This is all of 
us.’ This is all of our work and we 
as humans, as adults, we bring this 
to our work every day,” said Pal-
frey at ASM. 

As part of his talk, he called 
upon both students and faculty 
to spread awareness about equity, 
consent, and mental health and to 
tackle these issues together as a 
community. 

Palfrey said in an interview 
with The Phillipian, “It’s very im-
portant that students support one 
another no matter what. I think 
one thing that happens after sex-
ual misconduct is that oftentimes, 
people’s friends treat them differ-
ently. One really important thing 
is to be enormously supportive of 
people who have gone through 
what is a traumatic experience.”

Palfrey’s message of promoting 
a positive student culture espe-
cially resonated with Alex Ash-
man ’19. 

Ashman said, “I think the goals 
Mr. Palfrey set for the school are 
incredibly important, and I hope 
that Andover does continue to 
make equity, consent, and mental 
health top priorities going for-
ward. His commitment to mak-
ing this school a better place and 
promoting Non Sibi spirit is re-
markable, and I’m glad that now 
he has the chance to keep making 
a change on a broader scale,” Ash-
man said.

Although Palfrey will depart at 
the end of the 2018-2019 School 
Year, students like Itzelt Reyes ’19 
believe that his legacy at Ando-
ver will continue to live on. Reyes 
especially appreciated Palfrey’s 
choice to maintain the need-blind 
admissions process as a student 
for whom it provided countless 
opportunities.

“Out of the many, many pos-
sible initiatives that he could’ve 
focused on, I think his decision to 
continue the need-blind admis-

sions program definitely opened 
many doors for many current stu-
dents on campus, myself included. 
His later-on focus on equity and 
inclusion definitely made it easi-
er so that students could not only 
feel as if they had equal access to 
resources on campus, but were 
given what they needed to thrive 
in an environment like Andover,” 
said Reyes. 

Michael Barker, Director of 
Academy Research, Information, 
and Library Services, spoke about 
Palfrey’s close connections with 
the student body as well as his 
continuous acts of leadership.

“I think his legacy is best de-
fined by an authentic commitment 
to improving the student experi-
ence here. He made sure to learn 
the name of every student every 
year for a reason. He wanted each 
student to truly find their home 
here, to be cared for here, and find 
their ‘thing’ here. Second to that, I 
think he leaves behind a legacy of 
incomparable leadership and vi-
sion...During his tenure the school 
also experienced some very try-
ing moments, but he consistently 
found ways to lead the communi-
ty through them, and encouraged 
us all to rise above them together,” 
said Barker.  

During ASM, Palfrey opened 
his speech by presenting a list of 
notable Andover alumni and ac-
knowledging their contributions 
to the Andover that we see and 
experience today. Sophia Hlavaty 
’21 said that she enjoyed his talk 
mostly for the purposeful and 
powerful message that Palfrey 
conveyed to the audience.

“I like how [Palfrey] brought 
up the point that there’s this kind 
of continuous history that’s being 
written about Andover ever since 
its inception and how this history 
is still being written today, and we 
are part of that history,” said Hlav-
aty.

As a first-generation, low-in-

come student, Reyes also ex-
pressed her gratitude towards Pal-
frey for being a supportive teacher 
and mentor throughout her years 
at Andover.

“I can definitely say that my 
coming from a first-generation 
background, from a low-income 
family, and not having anyone 
there to guide me was not really 
helpful in navigating a space like 
Andover. I think that through his 
leadership I was able to realize 
that not only was I tolerated in this 
community, but I was thoroughly 
and wholesomely accepted,” said 
Reyes. 

Palfrey concluded the ASM 
with a message to the student 
body about the lessons he has 

learned while being at Andover 
during the past seven years. 

He said, “You taught me that 
there’s a note in the range that I 
did not know existed. You taught 
me a form of affection that I did 
not know was in me or in society. 
There is something special that 
happens here at Andover and it 
didn’t happen at my high school. 
There is something that is deep 
and connected and what you 
taught me is that there is a form 
of affection that gets in your bones 
and I can tell you, for me, that is 
what I will leave Andover with 
most when I leave this summer.”

SARAH WANG

E.ELLSWEIG/THE PHILLIPIAN
As president of the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation,
Palfrey hopes to continue the work of Non Sibi by addressing issues such
as criminal justice reform and climate change.

Editor’s Note: This article 
originally ran on March 29, 
2019.

Deans to Implement 9th/10th Grade Housing for 2019-2020 School Year

For the 2019-2020 School Year, 
the administration is planning to 
create dorms with both Juniors 
and Lowers. This is a change 
from Andover’s current housing 
system, which places incoming 
Juniors into dorms comprised en-
tirely of peers from their grade. 

Rajesh Mundra, Associate 
Dean of Students and Residen-
tial Life, explained that while the 
change may present some diffi-
culties for student dynamics, it 
will also provide Lowers with a 
unique leadership opportunity in 
the dorms.

“One significant change is 
that next year, we are going to try 
with some dorms to have a com-
bination of ninth and tenth grade. 
This is something that we’ve been 
thinking about, and the tenth 
graders could be new tenth grad-
ers, which would mean that all 
the students in the dorm are new, 
although have different grades,” 
said Mundra. 

Mundra continued, “They 
could also be returning tenth 
graders, and there are, I think, 
possible opportunities and chal-
lenges for returning tenth graders 
to board with new ninth graders. 
I do know that a lot of tenth grad-
ers really enjoy living with older 

students and developing relation-
ships and having guidance from 
older students. And I think there’s 
an opportunity for returning tenth 
graders to also play a little bit of 
a mentoring role in a dorm with 
new students.” 

Jennifer Elliott ’94, Assistant 
Head of School for Residential 
Life and Dean of Students, clar-
ified that, contrary to rumors 
amongst students, the main pur-
pose of the change is not to ad-
dress drug use among students. 
Nonetheless, Elliott noted that the 
administration is committed to 
promoting healthy environments 
in residential life. 

“[Reducing drug use is] not 
the primary aim. I think we are 
hoping to offer an opportunity 
for some tenth graders to live in 
smaller dorms where there would 
be closer relationships, hopefully, 
with house counselors and their 
prefects, where they’d have an 
opportunity to build some con-
nections with ninth graders, and 
our thought is actually really to 
develop leadership skills in those 
spaces,” said Elliott. 

The dorms being considered 
for this change are Smith House, 
Tucker House, Whitney House, 
America House, and Draper Cot-
tage. According to Mundra, it re-
mains uncertain whether each 
dorm affected will house new or 

returning Lowers.
“It is not yet clear in Smith and 

in Tucker, particularly, if it would 
be returning students or new 
tenth graders that would be in 
those dorms. So that is still some-
thing that the deans are talking 
about. We wanted to take a look 
at a boys dorm and a girl dorm, so 
Tucker will be a boys and Smith 
will be a girls. And we want to take 
a look at a dorm that was not huge 
like Rockwell or Nathan Hale, and 
not too small like Newman or like 
Eaton,” said Mundra. 

While Mia Levy ’21, a resident 
of Smith House, is upset about 
the prospect of leaving her dorm, 
she understands the fluidity of the 
housing system.  

“I understand that housing is 
really complicated, and that they 
have to switch stuff around and 
that they’re at the liberty to do 
that, but it was still upsetting for 
us because Smith is a really hom-
ey dorm, and we all really found a 
place there, and we were really ex-
cited to stay… We’re not entitled to 
[Smith], but it’s just disappointing 
that we had this perfect dorm and 
we no longer get to live there, but I 
understand that it has to happen,” 
said Levy.

Mundra explained that the 
administration has considered 
the potential gains and losses of 
the change. While Lowers would 

assume a leadership role, they 
would also lose the mentorship of 
Upperclassmen in their dorms. 

“We are also thinking about the 
new tenth graders and potentially 
what they might be gaining from 
being in a dorm with all new stu-
dents and potentially what they 
would be losing in some of the 
mentorship that happens with 
older students. So we’ve been 
thinking about new tenth graders, 
if they are in a ninth/tenth grade 
dorm, potentially what kind of 
mentorship could still be possible 
within their cluster,” said Mundra.

According to Faith Monahan 
’20, the experimental nature of 
the change may prevent students 
from fully integrating into the 
broader school community. Mo-
nahan noted that having return-
ing Lowers in these dorms could 
bridge this divide. 

“I think that it would be hard 
for [Juniors] to be in a dorm that’s 
smaller and experimental, and I 
think it would be very difficult for 
those new Lowers to then be ex-
pected to integrate fully with oth-
er Lowers while being told you’re 
in this special dorm… I think that 
having returning Lowers also be 
a part of that would make a huge 
difference and make it a lot easi-
er for people to integrate into the 
school,” said Monahan.

Elliott continued, “Right now, 

we’re in a period of trying on an 
idea and trying to collect some 
information and see how it goes. 
I would say always drug use and 
alcohol use makes us think and try 
to examine how we could be cre-
ating dorm spaces that feel safer 
for our kids. That’s always some-
thing we’re thinking on, but that’s 
not the primary driver of this ini-
tiative.”

For Mundra, a challenge of the 
housing process is finding a bal-
ance between choice and ensuring 
an inclusive and representative 
atmosphere in dorms. Mundra 
explained that achieving this in-
clusivity is a goal for the adminis-
tration.

“There is always what is on our 
mind, an intersection of student 
choice with housing and design 
for living environments, design of 
the student body composition. We 
have 42 dorms. We hope that each 
dorm is representative of the stu-
dent body that we have… We want 
to move towards all dorms having 
a true representation of the An-
dover community. I feel strongly 
that living spaces are also learning 
spaces, and we have such a diverse 
community,” said Mundra. 

Editor’s Note: This article 
originally ran on April 4, 2019.

ZACH MOYNIHAN
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Boarding Student Over-Enrollment Leads to 
Changes in Housing for 2019-2020 School Year

The administration plans to im-
plement more triple and double 
rooms for the 2019-2020 school 
year as an accommodation to the 
over-enrollment of boarding stu-
dents. This is a change from An-
dover’s current housing system, as 
an increased number of students 
will reside in larger dormitories on 
campus.

Jim Ventre ’79, Assistant Head 
of School for Admission and Finan-
cial Aid, informed that though the 
total number of students will re-
main the same, the housing change 
is caused by the increased number 
of boarding students.

Ventre wrote in an email to The 
Phillipian, “Our present over-en-
rollment is due, in large part, to 
the fact that we had projected an 
80 percent admission yield for this 
year’s incoming class, but ended up 
having an 83 percent yield.  That 
said, we expect to open school at 
around the same number of stu-
dents for the coming year as we 
did in fall 2018. The difference in 
the coming year is in the number 
of boarding students relative to the 
number of day students.”  

According to Rajesh Mundra, 
Associate Dean of Students and 
Residential Life, double and triple 
rooms will be available in Stearns 
House, Taylor House, and other 
large dorms next year. Mundra 
clarified that compliment rooms 
may be used as student rooms as 
well.  

“We have been over-enrolled 
in the past, and therefore have al-
ternative plans to accommodate 
the current situation. Large single 
rooms will be converted to double 
rooms, three room doubles to tri-
ples, and even complement rooms 
to student rooms if needed. We al-
ready provided returning students 

the option to be in those triples, 
though they will be occupied by 
new Lowers as well,” said Mundra.

Nikitas Alexandrakis ’22 be-
lieves that though Juniors were al-
lowed to apply for triple rooms, the 
information was sent out too late to 
be considered as a valid option. He 
thinks that this was a main cause 
of dissatisfaction behind the dorm 
assignments.  

“I think that having more tri-
ples is not all that beneficial to us 
[Juniors], because those triples 
will all be filled with new Lowers 
next year. They will ultimately be 
the ones getting the experience of 
living in big dorms, whereas we 
won’t. If the administration knew 
of this coming, they should have 
announced these changes sooner. 
When they officially announced 
it, a lot of my friends already had 
their own roommate pairs, which 
made it almost impossible to form 
a workable triple,” said Alexan-
drakis.

In an effort to minimize possible 
conflicts between residents, Mun-
dra explained that the Dean of Stu-
dents Office will provide special 
support to dorms that have extra 
students. 

“The Dean of Students Office 
will address Proctors, Prefects, 
and larger communities within the 
dorm to discuss about ways to deal 
with these potential issues that 
may happen. Students are usually 
fine living in close quarters, yet we 
will closely monitor the quarrels 
that can happen from these situa-
tions,” said Mundra.

Mundra continued, “Due to the 
lack of complement rooms next 
year, many complement house 
counselors will have to work in 
common rooms. We will talk to 
them about adjusting to this new 
environment, because it is import-
ant for everything in the dorm to be 

a regular environment.” 
While Hunter Flynn ’21 and Sam 

Lasater ’21, residents of Stearns 
House, acknowledge the admin-
istration’s effort to help the dorm 
community, they find that placing 
new Lowers into triple rooms may 
cause issues.

“The whole idea of having more 
triple rooms consisted of new 
Lowers is a little skeptical, because 
more conflicts are bound to hap-
pen between people who do not 
know each other. Also, [Juniors] 
who wish to apply for triples are 
required to ask for special approval 
from parents and go through a spe-
cial process. But what gives the ad-
ministration the right to randomly 
assign new Lowers into triples 
without consent?” said Flynn.

Lasater added, “Rather than 
having triple rooms, maybe the 
school should consider changing 
a faculty house to an additional 
dorm, or build a new dorm in the 
near future if the over-enrollment 
seems to continue. Another way to 
tackle these potential conflicts [is] 
having more Proctors around to 
help the house counselors out.” 

For Mundra, supporting the 
student body and upholding ideal 
dorm values will be a challenge. 
He explained that achieving this 
maintenance is the administra-
tion’s goal.

“The school adjusts to accom-
modate, and we will to continue to 
welcome the students as we always 
have. The administration is mind-
ful of these changes and how it is 
not ideal. Nonetheless, our school 
values will remain the same, and 
the Dean of Students Office will 
be supportive to all students with 
issues,” said Mundra.

AARON CHUNG

Head of School Search Continues

The 16th Head of School will 
ideally be announced towards the 
end of fall term of the 2019-2020 
school year, according to Jenni-
fer Elliott ’94, Assistant Head of 
School for Residential Life and 
Dean of Students. 

Led by Amy Falls ’82, Presi-
dent-elect of the Board of Trust-
ees, a search committee composed 
of eight board members and five 
community members are already 
weeks into a months-long process 
to find the next Head of School 
after current Head of School John 
Palfrey’s departure this June, ac-
cording to Tracy Sweet, Director of 
Academy Communications. 

“Much of the work this summer 
that the search committee will do 
is doing outreach to those potential 
candidates, going out and meeting 
with them, traveling to go meet 
and really try to identify if there is 
a good match between those candi-
dates and what the school is hop-
ing for,” said Elliott. 

Elliott continued, “I think Ando-
ver has an opportunity right now to 
really clarify what it’s shorter term 
and longer term goals are as we are 
pushing to make ourselves better 
and really live out our values.”

The committee will first meet 
in June to begin an intensive pro-
cess of finding, meeting, and vet-
ting candidates, especially during 
the summer. Falls, in an email ad-
dressed to the Andover commu-
nity, encouraged students, faculty, 
staff, parents, and alumni to con-
tribute input and nominations to-
wards the search.

Jim Ventre, Interim Head of 
School for the 2019-2020 school 
year, plans to follow the initiatives 
Palfrey already has set in place. 

“As always, my mission, my 
goals, and my values are aligned 
with the mission of [Andover] to 
nurture an intentionally diverse 
and inclusive community. I am 
loyal to the values Andover em-
bodies—Non Sibi, youth from ev-
ery quarter and knowledge and 
goodness—and I remain purpose-
ful yet humble about thinking for 
the long-term, and not sacrifice our 
long-term values for short-term re-
sults,” Ventre wrote in an email to 
The Phillipian. 

Falls arranged both Alumni 
Counsel and faculty discussions to 
identify what the Andover commu-
nity wishes to see in the next Head 
of School, as well as ways that An-
dover can evolve in this new level 
of education, according to Sweet. 

“These conversations have 
yielded an ever-growing set of es-
sential characteristics for the next 
head. To lead Andover requires 
intellectual rigor and ‘pedagogical 
chops,’ as one person said; diplo-
macy and decisiveness; the ability 
to communicate with conviction; 
equal measures of confidence 
and humility; and a deep under-
standing of the pressures facing 
adolescents. Above all, meeting 
Andover’s high standards must be 
authentically rooted in a personal 
value system that aligns with the 
school’s mission,” wrote Falls in the 
email released last Friday. 

Elliott said that being a stu-
dent-centered leader is an import-
ant a character trait needed in a 
Head of School, as Palfrey often 
was even when making difficult 
decisions. 

“[Palfrey’s] first question is, 
‘What’s the best thing for our stu-
dents?’ I really hope that we will 
have a Head of School who will 
always be asking those questions, 

too… [We need] someone who, 
when things are hard, when there 
are crises, when there are really 
challenging circumstances, to have 
a leader whose own ethics and 
moral compass are so clear. I think 
it’s what the school really needs,” 
said Elliott. 

The executive search firm Spen-
cer Stuart is working in partner-
ship with the search committee to 
find the next Head of School. The 
firm was also a part of Palfrey’s se-
lection seven years ago. According 
to Sweet, the search process for 
Head of School has been similar so 
far but has the potential to change.

“Andover’s incredibly different 
than it was seven years [ago]. A job 
of the Head of School is incredibly 
different than it was seven years 
ago when John arrived, so much 
has changed in education, innova-
tion, and technology that as much 
as I say the process is similar at this 
moment, the idea of what we are 
looking for is still to be seen,” said 
Sweet. 

According to Sweet, Palfrey has 
shown the Andover community 
what it takes to truly lead Andover. 

Sweet said, “To lead an enter-
prise as complex and dynamic as 
Andover requires intellectual heft 
of the seasoned educator and the 
business acumen of a C.E.O. Those 
are two really important character-
istics, it’s really a remarkable com-
bination of those two sets of skills 
deeply embedded and a set of per-
sonal values that aligns with Ando-
ver. When we find that, Andover 
will be in extraordinary shape for 
the future.”

LAURA OSPINA

New Carving on Steps of 
Samuel Phillips Hall 

Sparks Conversation Around Campus

In the last two weeks of the 
school year, a new carving ap-
peared in the center of the stone 
landing on the steps leading up to 
Samuel Phillips Hall. While no of-
ficial statement about the carving 
has been released to the school 
from the administration, the carv-
ing was created by a donor who 
preferred to remain completely 
anonymous, according to Amy 
Whitehead, Director of Donor Re-
lations. 

The carving consists of a short 
Latin phrase, “Fortes Fortuna Iu-
vat,” or in English, “Fortune Fa-
vors the Brave.” The carving is 
attributed to “MARC 2019.” Since 
the carving received no publicity, 
many students and faculty were 
both intrigued and confused by its 
mysterious origins.

Mike Gallagher ’20 said, “I 
think the fact that a sudden quote 
or saying was carved into the steps 
of Sam Phil with basically zero in-
formation was super unexpected. 
The ‘MARC’ also seems very am-
biguous. I personally don’t mind 
it, but I can definitely see some 
backlash given that it’s in a pretty 
open and well-known location of 
campus.”

The phrase “is an encour-
agement to our community to 
embrace opportunities,” wrote 
Whitehead in an email to The Phil-
lipian. However, some students 
and faculty were opposed to the 
other connotations of the phrase, 
such as its military connections. 

Christopher Jones, Instructor 
and Chair in History and Social 
Sciences, believes that the seem-
ingly positive phrase can have 
widely varying viewpoints based 
on the audience. Jones added that 
the meaning of the phrase could 
potentially conflict with Andover’s 
“core values.”

Jones wrote in an email to The 
Phillipian, “My first reaction to 
seeing the engraving was confu-
sion. Proverbs like this can have 
various meanings, and what might 
seem harmless or even laudable to 
some can mean something quite 
different to other audiences. In 
this case, some might read the in-
scription as a testament to brav-
ery. Others could translate it as 
‘Fortune Favors the Strong,’ which 
carries a different implication and 
is a sentiment that many of us 
have trouble reconciling with our 
school’s core values.”

He continued, “At Andover, we 
believe in knowledge and good-
ness and in pursuing a life not for 
self. We welcome students of all 
backgrounds into our community. 
We are need blind, precisely be-
cause we want to open our doors 
to all families including those less 
fortunate than others. We are not 
a place just for the strong or the 
lucky, but for youth from every 
quarter. I’d rather see these core 
values inscribed in the stone at the 
very heart of our campus.” 

Students like Will Yun ’20 spoke 
to the potential military references 
of the phrase. Yun believes that the 
phrase stands in opposition to the 
values of Sam Phil, as well as the 
school’s Non Sibi spirit. 

Yun said, “‘Fortune Favors the 

Strong,’ which is now etched on 
our oldest and most iconic build-
ings is a historical military term 
used to rally the troops in times of 
war. In some lights, this saying can 
be seen as a positive quote, how-
ever when put in the context of 
the humanities, it goes completely 
against what Andover stands for. 
The phrase is outdated and stands 
more for ‘Sibi’ and individual suc-
cess more than anything. Most of 
the Sam Phil teachers hate it, es-
pecially since it just appeared one 
day and no one from the adminis-
tration has said anything about it.” 

Zenia Bhathena ’19 echoed 
Yun’s sentiments about the phrase 
not being aligned with the school’s 
Non Sibi motto. She said, “[It’s 
strange] how a school that prides 
itself on Non Sibi has a statement 
on such a Sibi thing… I think it’s 
very Sibi and it very weird that a 
school like this has this carving.”

According to Graeleigh Jones 
’21, she and her classmates saw 
the carving for the first time as she 
left Sam Phil after her History-200 
class. Like many others, she hopes 
to learn more about the ambigu-
ous meaning behind the carving.

“I walked out of class and I 
saw the carving on the steps, so I 
turned to the people next to me 
and I asked them if it had always 
been there, since I had never seen 
it before. Now it’s just there every 
day… I also wondered how no one 
noticed the people carving it, and 
why Andover has been so silent 
about it. I was confused. I really 
want to know what the purpose 
is of someone carving it into the 
steps, who did it, and the meaning 
of the words,” said Jones.

Additionally, other members of 
the Andover community such as 
Coreen Martin, Instructor in En-
glish, also addressed the military 
references of the quote and its po-
tentially intrusive presence in Sam 
Phil, one of Andover’s most nota-
ble buildings. 

In an email to The Phillipian, 
Martin wrote, “I am bewildered 
and disturbed by what seems to 
me the sudden and mysterious ap-
pearance of this, dare I say, ‘sinis-
ter,’ stone carving, so prominently 
placed on the steps of our (argu-
ably) most prestigious, central ac-
ademic building… My first impres-
sion is that I’ve seen it associated 
with branches of the U.S. military, 
with intimations of violence.” 

Martin also emphasized that 
the ambiguity of the carving seems 
unjustified, especially due to the 
fact that the phrase is permanently 
carved into stone. 

“I definitely am in the dark as 
to the impetus behind the cre-
ation and placement of the stone 
carving, but these gaps only add 
to the weirdness of it all. I mean, 
this thing is literally carved in 
stone! What does it mean? What 
is its message? To whom is it ad-
dressed?  Can we have other say-
ings carved into our buildings and 
grounds?” wrote Martin.

Editor’s Note: This article ori-
gionally ran on May 24, 2019. 

SHIRA WOLPOWITZ

Student’s Computer Explodes, Causing Dorm to Evacuate

When Hugo Solomon ’19 went 
to sleep on April 15, he didn’t ex-
pect to wake up at 1:00 a.m. to 
find his laptop computer engulfed 
in flames. According to Solomon, 
he leapt up from his bed, extin-
guished the fire with a blanket, and 
threw the smoking computer to 
the ground. Solomon, one of two 
proctors in Alumni House, then ran 
out to warn and evacuate his dorm 
mates.

Solomon described his expe-
rience as being adrenaline-fueled 
with a “fight or flight” instinct. Sol-
omon and his Co-Proctor Grace 
Hitchcock ’20 made sure to evacu-
ate the dorm, which Solomon not-
ed he did without a shirt on.

“I wake up and [my computer 
is] on fire. And I started scream-
ing, ‘Oh my God. Oh my [expletive] 
God. My [expletive] computer is on 
fire’... I just had a lot of adrenaline. I 
grabbed a blanket and knocked out 
the fire, but at that point, the fire 
had spread the floor too… it burned 
a hole in the floor of my room—the 
carpet—and at that point, the fire 
alarm went off. And I evacuated my 
dorm,” said Solomon.

Solomon’s computer model, a 
Dell XPS 9650, and other similar 
models have allegedly had issues 

with overheating, according to 
the official Dell complaint forum. 
When the Andover Fire Depart-
ment gauged the temperature of 
Solomon’s computer, they specu-
lated that the battery exploded.

In an email to The Phillipian, 
Emma Staffaroni, Instructor in 
English and House Counselor in 
Alumni House, explained that Sol-
omon’s quick thinking was instru-
mental in keeping everyone and 
their belongings safe.

“It was very disorienting be-
cause it was the middle of the night. 
My dog probably heard the com-
motion before I did. We all scram-
bled outside in confusion and as we 
left the building we could smell the 
smoke. Of course the protocol is to 
evacuate as quickly as possible and 
call emergency personnel. Hugo 
also heroically responded to the 
fire by dousing it immediately. He 
saved our lives and also prevented 
sprinklers from going off, which 
would have caused major property 
damage,” wrote Staffaroni. 

Since Solomon wasn’t able to 
stay the nights following the inci-
dent in his own room, he stayed 
with Jennifer Elliott ’94, Assistant 
Head of School for Residential Life 
and Dean of Students, in her home 
for one night, and then with Isaiah 
Lee ’19 and Chris Ward ’19 in Fox-
croft Hall until last Saturday.

Lee said, “I’d love Hugo to stay 
as long as as long as he needs to. 
We’re happy to have him, he’s a 
great house guest, super charismat-
ic guy, always got a smile on… I’m 
flattered that he chose [to stay with] 
Chris and myself. Perhaps [he] 
heard that we have a pretty good 
third roommate setup. We usually 
have a day student sleep over on the 
weekends, so we already have a fu-
ton and everything set up. So maybe 
that was part of his reasoning.”

The week of the fire was one of 
the rare weeks that Solomon had 
passed fire inspection, which he 
perceives as a sort of divine inter-
vention that incentivizes him to 
clean his room in order to pass. 

“I’ve failed [fire inspection] ten 
times this year. See, everyone fails 
it, but now you know why it’s im-
portant. My... fire inspector came 
into my room and was like, ‘Now 
you know, now you know,’ and I’m 
like, ‘I could have died,’” said Solo-
mon.

In the days following, Solomon 
made sure to address the trauma 
associated with his experience, 
spending time in the Rebecca M. 
Sykes Wellness Center, and finding 
constructive ways to channel his 
feelings. Solomon also used per-
sonal writing as a tool to help him 
through recovery.

“I spent a couple hours in Sykes 

with Dr. [Sandra Lopez-Morales, 
Director of Psychological Coun-
seling], just getting me through it. 
And then I took a nap there and 
just rested, because it really was a 
lot…what would have happened if I 
hadn’t woken up? The smoke alarm 
didn’t go off for a while, the fire 
could have really spread by then. 
If I had woken up too late, or if the 
computer had been anywhere else,” 
said Solomon.

Solomon continued, “I wrote a 
lot… that’s been getting me through 
it, just acknowledging the fact that 
this is something kind of ridiculous, 
but also really scary.”

Besides writing, Solomon has 
also found support in the people 
around him and has additionally 
made, and seen, several Internet 
memes about the incident.

“Everyone has been really sup-
portive to me, especially the [Ando-
ver Crew] team because I do crew 
and I go every day. Even the day 
that it happened, I still went. And 
just like it’s really fun to have those 
people around you that support you 
and know you like that…I’m happy 
I have good friends.” said Solomon.

Solomon continued, “People 
have been making memes about it. 
One of the best ones I heard today 
at Senior tea was ‘Why did the com-
puter set fire to the rain? Because it 
was a dell.’ I think it’s kind of funny. 

I’m someone that processes stuff 
besides writing, through humor. 
And I’ve been filling in my friends 
on the on the story through my 
Snapchat.”

After the evacuation, Solomon’s 
carpet, walls, and clothing had to be 
cleaned. According to Solomon and 
Hitchcock, the pungent smell of 
melted plastic and burnt metal per-
meated throughout the room prior 
to cleaning. 

Solomon said, “I came back 
to my room two nights ago, and I 
boxed up all the stuff in my room 
because they had to take out the 
desk, the bed, everything, because 
they had to replace the carpet be-
cause there’s a hole in the carpet 
from fire. And they sprayed down 
the walls with something that gets 
rid of the ash.”

Solomon said that while he 
missed living in Alumni House for 
those few days, he appreciated get-
ting the time away from the some-
what traumatic space. 

“Everyone in my dorm has 
been a little shaken, But we’re like 
a good, very strong bunch. But I 
thought it’d be good, at least for me, 
to have some distance between me 
and my room for a little bit. Just to 
recalibrate, I guess.” said Solomon.

SOPHIA LEE

Editor’s Note: This article 
originally ran on May 24, 2019.

Editor’s Note: This article 
originally ran on May 24, 2019.

Editor’s Note: This article 
originally ran on April 19, 2019.

D.OWYANG/THE PHILLIPIAN
This Latin phrase, translating to either “Fortune Favors the Brave” or 
“Fortune Favors the Strong,” was carved into the steps unannounced. 
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I   
TURNED 30 LAST YEAR. 
A friend told me that he 

thinks the difference between 
the 20s and the 30s is this: in 
your 20s, you’re looking back, 
processing your childhood and 
figuring out what it all means. In 
your 30s, you’re looking ahead, 
finally equipped to make some 
plans. Now, I think we all know 
that generalizations are prob-
lematic, but I found this one in-
spiring (better start planning!). 
And yet, because I teach high 
school students, I find myself 
frequently reviewing the tapes 
of that adolescent time period 
of my past (there aren’t any 
actual tapes, of course, except 
maybe of some choir perfor-
mances). So, alas: past 30 now, 
but very much still reflecting 
and processing my childhood. 
Don’t think I’ll ever stop. It was 
the poet Rilke who wrote that 
for creative people, there exists 
no “indifferent place,” because 
even cut off from all senses and 
experience, “wouldn’t you still 
have your childhood, that 
jewel beyond all price, that 
treasure house of memo-
ries?”

Now that I’ve been out of 
high school more than three 
times as long as I was in it, I can 
say for sure that it was not a trea-
sure house. It was more of an 
outhouse. Between my insecuri-
ties about my family’s socioeco-
nomic status as compared to my 
peers’, struggles with body im-

age, and a compulsive tendency 
to daydream, I was very much a 
tornado of confusion and angst. 
Because my mother was a teach-
er, though, I adored all teachers 
and loved school—the classroom 
part, anyway. 

I will say, however, that there 
are only a very few things I 
learned in high school that I use 
on a weekly basis. I thought I’d 
share them with you all here, as 
a kind of memoir. Maybe every 
few years you can make yourself 
a list like this; see what’s stick-
ing, and how it’s shaping you.

How to stretch. I was on the 
cross country team for a couple 
of years of high school. I can’t 
for the life of me remember why 
I signed up. I think the soccer 
team wouldn’t have me anymore, 

so I had to find some low-skill 
athletic endeavor. (Perceived 
low-skill, I should say. Running 
well takes a lot of skill, I’d soon 
learn.) To this day, I do a vari-
ety of different fitness things, 
but the constant in each one is 
stretching: before and after. On 
that team, I learned the muscle 
groups, and I learned how to 
stretch them dynamically and 
statically, and it has been such 
a useful life skill for feeling 
healthy in my body.

French grammar. Those 
French workbooks were the 
worst, and I doubted I would 
ever need to know all of those 
weird irregular past participles. 
But then, in college, I studied 
abroad for a semester at the Sor-
bonne, and after college, I went 

back to France to work as a for-
eign language English teacher 
for a year. During that latter year 
in particular, when I lived in a 
smaller town, I met people who 
actually wanted to develop re-
lationships with me across lan-
guage and culture. In that space, 
I became fluent in the language 
and, as such, have maintained 
those friendships for a decade 
now. I know I became proficient 
and confident so quickly because 
I had studied my verbs, syntax, 
and vocabulary on paper for so 
long. When it all finally came 
in handy, the memorization and 
repetition melted right into my 
brain like pads of butter.

The Power of Peanut But-
ter. So many tests in high school! 
Never again would I have so 
many tests (I studied the Hu-
manities and basically wrote pa-
pers for the rest of my academic 
career, through my Master’s), 
but in that constant high-stakes 
environment, I learned how to 
tend to my brain. Enter: peanut 
butter. I wasn’t a coffee drinker 
yet (one Puritanical rule of my 
parents’ that I actually appre-
ciate in retrospect), so peanut 
butter’s magic at kick-starting 
my energy and intellect felt tru-
ly revolutionary. I still fuel my 
brain with it pretty regularly, 
and have learned to eat for brain-
power as well as physical energy.

Psychology 101. It’s probably 
because I am a teacher, but ev-
ery single thing I learned in AP 
Psych my Senior year is useful 

to me on a weekly, even daily, 
basis. I use my knowledge 
of motivation and learn-
ing when I’m planning my 
lessons; personality when 

I’m in meetings or spending 
time with groups of students; 

cognitive bias when I read the 
news; and the neuroscience of 

mood as I move through a busy, 
stressful week. I also rely on my 
understanding of developmental 
milestones to keep perspective 
on how the young people around 

me are functioning (or strug-
gling). 

Sexual Health is No Joke. I 
mean, we definitely thought it 
was a joke in high school, like the 
long line of teenager-ancestors 
before us, and the growing line 
of them after us, but I was also 
definitely listening and process-
ing. I’m fortunate, because even 
though this was during Bush’s 
“Abstinence Only” moment, my 
public school had a whole se-
mester-long class in tenth grade 
devoted to sexual health. I think 
about the saintly human being 
who tolerated our immaturity as 
she trudged through those les-
son plans on barrier methods, 
S.T.I.s, and erogenous zones; she 
knew she was equipping us with 
information we didn’t value just 
yet, but would one day be incred-
ibly grateful for.

Some German song lyr-
ics. During 11th and 12th grade, 
I was in a Madrigal choir about 
the size of Andover’s Fidelio. 
At holiday time, we’d have gigs 
where we’d sing carols and oth-
er old-timey Renaissance tunes 
in Italian, French, and German. 
I’ve had one song, “Tanzen und 
Springen,” stuck in my head lit-
erally since 2005. We had to 
memorize three verses of that 
song in German, and damn if I 
haven’t locked those lyrics in the 
vault of my long-term memory 
forever. Often in the shower I’m 
trumpetting: “Lauten und gei-
gen! Zoll ach nicht schweigen!”; 
I’ve google-translated this and 
apparently it means, “Loud and 
violent custom! Oh do not keep 
silent!”. That seems pretty ap-
propriate for a lot of life’s situa-
tions. 

I suppose high school is 
something of a “treasure house 
of memories” after all, and I cash 
in on those riches every day. I 
know you will, too.

EMMA STAFFARONI

Emma Staffaroni is an In-
structor in English. 
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I CAME INTO ANDOVER 
thinking how much we knew, 
this collective bunch of 250 

students. But we were all killer 
whales from small ponds — mid-
dle school students who thought 
we knew the depths of all the wa-
ters, but really, only knew within 
our limited areas of influence. 
Likewise, I stubbornly adhered to 
what I had thought I had known.

A few weeks into school, Mr. 
Bardo — my Junior year English 
teacher — handed me back my 
first graded essay at Andover. I 
grinned, expecting a high perfor-
mance, only to find “Boring!” and 
no grade written at the top of the 
page.

My first instinct? Switch out 
of the class. My fear of failure 
combined with Andover’s popu-
lation of high-achieving students 
and rigorous academic environ-
ment influenced me to think in 
terms of excellence rather than 
process. My request, however, 
was declined, and I continued to 
struggle.

When things go right, we gen-
erally do not take the time to ana-
lyze the process to success. But 
failure pushes us to find and ad-
dress our mistakes (or, even more 
broadly, the traits or habits that 
led us to fail). I began to divert my 
focus from a grade, a board posi-
tion, or a perfectly written paper 
to observing how people — in 
particular, the upperclassmen — 
carried themselves and navigated 
difficulties. Andover was new to 
me: my knowns were no longer 
known, and my givens were no 
longer given. And I was new to 
Andover: the students and faculty 

of this school did not know who I 
was, nor did my extracurriculars 
and grades from middle school 
carry over.  I had a clean slate.

Freed from my knowns and 
givens, I no longer felt pressured 
by a fear of failure. I signed up 
for extracurriculars I had not 
navigated before and enrolled 
in courses that were known to 
be challenging. I experimented, 
fumbled, and found comfort in 
keeping an open mind and listen-
ing when I did not know — seems 
easy, but you would be surprised 
by how many students love par-
ticipating in discussions even 
when they have no clue what 
they are saying. The way I held 
myself shifted. I attended more 
community speakers and events, 
sought advice from both advisors 
and peers, admitted to and then 
improved on my mistakes, appre-
ciated how supportive my family 
was of me, and in general, learned 
how to learn from others and ask 
for help. 

I am oftentimes asked by tour-
ing parents: “If you could change 
anything about your Andover 
experience, what would you 
change?” Perhaps I should go 
back in time and spend more con-
ference periods and study hours 
in a certain course for a better 
grade.  Perhaps I should have 
branched out and met more new 
faces earlier in my time at Ando-
ver.  Or maybe I should have pri-
oritized my commitments better.  
All of above I have thought about 
over these past four years, but I 
have also come to realize that this 
valuable collection of rejections, 
recoveries, and reflections are in-
terwoven with my overall Ando-
ver experience. 

I was the Co-Captain of Ando-
ver Girls Soccer, but I had failed 
to make the roster twice. I was 
a prefect in Double Brick, but 
my first two years here, I faced 
the same struggles of adapting 
to a new environment (being 
seven thousand miles away from 
home), making new friends, man-
aging my time, writing applica-
tions, and connecting with adults 
on campus. I would not trade the 
hundreds of hours I have spent 

in the Newsroom, because I am 
honored, inspired, and grateful 
to have worked with and learned 
from this diverse community of 
writers, and proud of the issues 
we have published. I would not 
erase the feeling of dreading the 
gunshot that marked the start 
of my Track and Field races, be-
cause I also remember the way 
I felt high-fiving my coach the 
first time I “three-stepped” in the 
100-Meter Hurdles.  

My memories of spending 
weekends with friends holed up 
in Silent Study, furiously typing 
my History 310 research paper, 
are tied to my memories of getting 
ready for our first dance, eating 
takeout on the swings near Rock-
well as midnight approached to 
reveal the stars, spending spring 
break together in Costa Rica, 
and lawning underneath the rare 
Massachusetts sun. The mem-
ory of stopping in the middle of 
a practice SAT to attend to my 
prefectees screaming about a 
stink bug is in tandem with the 
memory from a year later, when 
I dragged my mattress out into 
the hallway of Bancroft for an im-
promptu Senior sleepover, only 
to be halted by the Uppers taking 
the SAT the next day. 

And finally, to go back to my 
Junior year English class, I would 
not have rewritten that paper to 
receive a 6. I am so glad I did not 
switch out, because Mr. Bardo 
pushed me off of my high ground. 
Since that very first graded essay, 
I have become a tutor in the Writ-
ing Center, and still keep to heart 
that any of my writings can slip 

into being “Boring!” if I neglect 
the process of thinking, outlin-
ing, editing, and studying other 
writers. For our final English-100 
assessment, Mr. Bardo paired me 
with a classmate I had admired 
and hoped to befriend. At the 
end of the term, we both received 
6s and agreed to become room-
mates. None of these memories 
are ones I had planned for, nor 
can any of them be recreated.

Coming into Andover, I had 
felt valued as a student based on 
how much I accomplished. Af-
ter four years, however, I can say 
from experience that although I 
am proud of my recognitions and 
achievements, I am really defined 
here by the memories and respect 
that have come with the process 
— mistakes included — rather the 
product of my efforts.

My remaining time at Andover 
is now down to weeks, but there is 
so much that I am still unsure and 
curious about. Funny how I am 
finally feeling comfortable with 
my imperfections and permanent 
status as a lifelong learner, yet the 
time for me to leave and restart 
has come.  

In the next years, I will come 
to reunions and Andover/Exeter 
Weekend, but I will never be able 
to re-experience “my Andover.”  I 
will no longer walk into Paresky 
Commons greeted by familiar 
faces, fly from 
Shanghai to 

Boston with my brother while lis-
tening to our favorite Blackpink 
songs, or live with the eight girls 
I have been friends with since my 
first (and second @TheNewLow-
er) year here — they will all be a 
flight away.

But I guess the fleeting essence 
of memories and time are why we 
cherish them. So, to the people 
I lived “Andover” with — from 
those who I spend every living 
second with to those who I pass 
by and say hi — thank you, truly, 
for these four years. Andover is so 
hard to leave because of you all.

This place called Andover is 
fun, exhilarating, and gratifying, 
but also daunting, exhausting, 
and sometimes discouraging. But 
let me go back to the analogy I 
made at the start of this piece and 
leave you with this: harsh cur-
rents create a force against a killer 
whale’s fin that keeps it strong 
and upright. In peaceful waters, 
a killer whale ends up losing the 
strength of its fin.

To all the killer whales afloat 
in Andover’s waters, your fin is a 
beacon and testament of strength 
to all who see you swimming 
above harsh currents. Test your 
limits, take on the challenges, do 
not be afraid seek help, and cher-
ish the people who are there for 
you along and throughout the 
way.

Keep Your Fin Up

Allison Zhu is a 
four-year Senior from 

Shanghai, China.

ALLISON ZHU
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The Treasure House

E.CHOU/the phillipian

V.TANG/the phillipian
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CONSIDER THIS SCENARIO: 
It’s your third day of 
classes during the fall 

term of your Junior year. You 
have just mastered the most ef-
ficient route to take from your 
art class in Elson to your Eng-
lish class in Bulfinch. You walk 
past Foxcroft, then Bartlet, fo-
cusing on how to get to your 
destination. Then, once you 
reach the fenced-off library, 

you see a student you recognize 
from your Blue Key orientation 
group. Do you let them pass 
by, since they probably didn’t 
even see you? Do you give a 
quick wave, or do you go for 
finger-guns? Do you verbally 
acknowledge them? How loud 
should you be? At what dis-
tance should you do it?

As Juniors, we are spoon-
fed all sorts of information 
about Andover’s customs. We 
quickly learn to use the cam-
pus’s unique vernacular, eat 
in the correct room of the 
dining hall, how to do all the 
cheers, and the rest of the An-
dover dogma. Resources exist 
to help us through transition-
al components of Andover, 
yet there is a critical aspect of 
community that is often over-
looked. I would guess we av-
erage around 45–60 minutes 
each day walking the paths of 
our lush and vibrant campus. 
We are never told, however, 

a proper way to go about it. 
Though we’re told annually 
to “stay off the grass” in the 
form of a clever pun, we’re 
never instructed on how to 
consciously stay on the paths. 

Recalling Junior Year, I 
boiled my early days on cam-
pus down to a science that 
would help me throughout my 
time on the paths — my own 
personal calculus. Of course, 
I wanted to come across as 
warm, lively, and hospitable 
to everyone I passed, but 
there was always a reluctant 
voice in my head urging me to 
stay within my comfort circle. 
This calculus subconsciously 
consisted of analyzing many 
different factors, thinking 
through the exact situation at 
hand, and addressing the ap-
proaching person appropri-
ately, if even at all.

On paper, of course, this 
sounds ridiculous. It sounds 
like I’ve been making a moun-

tain out of a molehill over 
these trivial encounters. But, 
recalling these moments, this 
is just a thing we do. I keep 
referencing my Junior Year 
behaviors like something that 
I’ve completely absolved do-
ing. (Let me make it clear 
that’s not the case.) Through 
experience we just learn to 
navigate the calculus a bit 
quicker. We learn to better 
consider the factors at play 
and how to properly acknowl-
edge someone’s presence on 
the path. But that’s not all. We 
don’t just learn how to take 
these factors into consider-
ation, we begin to judge the 
factors in this system with in-
creasing confidence.

Everyone on this cam-
pus has their own system of 
weighing the factors, and 
these systems often change 
day-to-day depending on the 
person’s mood. Some prefer to 
stay within their comfort cir-
cle and not think too much of 
acknowledging others. There 
is a beauty in this, of course! 
Taking the time between 
classes to think to yourself, 
or more satisfyingly, not 
think about anything at all, 
is a healthy way to relieve 
stress and accumulate some 
balanced mindfulness. Then 
there’s a wide spectrum be-
tween people who stick to 
themselves and people who 
like to scream greetings from 
the steps of Sam Phil to a 
friend they see walking out 
of GW.

As time went by, I received 
more and more of these path 
greetings and waves and all 
sorts of acknowledgement 
from upperclassmen friends. 
These little moments always 
put a stupidly big grin on my 
face, which carried through 
until I was long past them. 
It’s a remarkable action: to 
just be minding your own 
business walking around 

campus, simply say hello to 
someone, and instantly make 
their day better. Fundamen-
tally, it’s so easy — you don’t 
have to put any planning into 
it or make a big deal out of 
it. You can just turn around, 
smile, and ask how their day 
is going. This is something I 
consider to be far overlooked. 
It seems like an obvious sys-
tem. Yes, we see someone we 
know and we say hello — it’s 
no big deal. But there are so 
many perks to this aspect of 
our community that deserve 
recognition and appreciation. 
Ultimately, this universal aura 
of hospitality is critical factor 
in making this campus great. 

I consider myself to be very 
happy at Andover. I do things 
that bring me joy with people 
that I consider to be as close 
as family. But in all my time 
on campus, nothing can quite 
put a bigger smile on my face 
than a seemingly meaning-
less wave, greeting, or con-
versation along the paths. 
The simplicity of the act is 
what makes it so appealing 
— it takes virtually no effort 
to make someone smile for a 
moment. Looking at the big-
ger picture, these little smiles 
help put the rigors of Andover 
life into perspective; grades 
and stress are only a fraction 
of the Andover experience 
when you take into account 
the rich opportunities of liv-
ing in such a vibrant commu-
nity. Although it can be easy 
to lose sight of that perspec-
tive in our day-to-day lives, 
these little interactions on the 
paths are what tether us to the 
richness of our campus.

LOGAN MCLENNAN

Until Our Paths Cross Again

Logan McLennan is a four-
year Senior from North Ando-
ver, Mass.

WHETHER YOU 
initially explored 
the Great Lawn, 

lanyard in hand, four years 
ago, or first stepped on cam-
pus last September, you at-
tended the annual Matricula-
tion ceremony at which Head 
of School John Palfrey for-
mally invited you to the An-
dover community. Every year, 
he invites all new students to 
gaze up at the Cochran Cha-
pel ceiling and choose one of 
the chiseled wooden angels 
covering the beams to serve 
as their individual guardian 
for their time at Andover. 

At my own Matriculation, I 
outwardly laughed off this in-
vitation. To me, angels had al-
ways appeared a little creepy. 
Honestly, the only reason I 
picked one––the one that I 
felt exhibited the friendliest 
sculpted face––was because 
I reasoned that starting my 
Andover career by defying 
the Head of School was prob-
ably a bad idea. I never told 
anyone which angel I chose, 
and I’m sure that many peo-
ple forgot their own. Maybe 
you ignored this pearl of wis-
dom like I did at first. De-
spite my initial attitude, each 
time I entered the chapel for 
all-school meeting in the fol-
lowing weeks of Junior fall, 
I couldn’t help but sneak a 
glance upward during the 
organ processional. Soon, 
connecting visually with my 

angel became my good luck 
charm, and even during the 
toughest of weeks a quick 
Wednesday peek at that calm 
face helped center me. It re-
mained a constant during 
this exciting, but oftentimes 
stressful time in my life. 

As I learned to navigate my 
new home on the Hill, I re-
lied on my wooden angel less 
and less. As months and years 
passed by, I experienced life 
in three corners of campus, 
(the Pine Knoll-Abbot-West 
Quad South trifecta). With 
each move I found myself 
more prepared for the next 
phase and a little more sure 
of the niche that I had un-
earthed for myself in this 
community. At times, when 
I did stop and question my-
self, I turned to my newfound 
friends for reassurance, 
thinking all the while that 
my angel could only encour-
age me on those days in the 
Chapel. 

However, I realized that 
the angel I chose extended 
far beyond the tangible carv-
ing on the Chapel ceiling. Of-
tentimes, my angel took the 
form of a person, and so to 
those of you (you know who 
you are) who’ve touched my 
life upon the way, thank you. 
I probably wouldn’t have sur-
vived math here without you. 
Seriously though, words are 
not enough to describe your 
impacts on my life. 

Sometimes, the angel took 
the form of a place. The boat-
house became my sanctuary, 
as did Lower Left (before it 
became Silent Study), the 
pool, and the Addison Gallery 
of American Art galleries. My 
biggest sparks of inspiration 
came in these spots, where 
I could be both vulnerable 
and fearless with my mind, 
my body, and my pen. These 
spaces welcomed me when 
I failed, and invited me just 
the same to celebrate when 
I succeeded. I can’t think of 

anything more an-
gelic. 

Unique, beautiful, and dis-
appointing moments also 
took on the form of angels: 
Late night dorm room discus-
sions, crisp fall Sunday eve-
ning campus runs, my first 
6 on a paper, my first 3 on a 
paper, sunday sundaes, beat-
ing Exeter, the time that a 
squirrel flew out of the Ban-
croft dumpster and scratched 
me down the arm, the ensu-
ing hours of being the last 
Sykes Wellness Center visi-
tor of the year during prom 
to make sure I didn’t contract 
rabies, the time that I wound 
up with a 6,000 percent error 
on a chemistry lab (who knew 
that was even possible?), and 
the the time(s) that I laughed 
so hard that I began crying, 
smack-dab in the center of 
Lower Right. 

These moments all hap-
pened. They are my Andover 
angels. 

To the Class of 2019, con-
grats to us. Through the long 
nights and early mornings, 
we did it. Hang on to your an-
gels and let them guide you as 
you navigate the next chapter 
of your life. Make new angels, 
but never forget or lose sight 
of those that have supported 
you in the past. They don’t 
just fly away. 

To the Classes of 2020 
and beyond, I hope that you 
discover your own angels, 
whatever that means to you. 
I know I did. Although Mr. 
Palfrey will not be here in the 
fall to welcome new students 

with his reminders 
to zig-zag across the grass, I 
do hope that the next Head of 
School carries on his legacy 
of encouraging new students 
to select their own angel. 

If you ever feel that you 
need support, my Chapel an-
gel is welcoming and available 
to guide a new member of the 
Big Blue community. I feel no 
need to hide its identity any-
more. It’s on the right-hand 
side, on fourth pillar from the 
front, and facing south-east. 
And no, I don’t find its pres-
ence creepy anymore.

Clarisa Merkatz is a four-
year Senior from Farmington, 
Conn.

CLARISA MERKATZ

From My Angel to Yours
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FO R  A S  L O N G  A S  I 
remember, I wanted to go 
to boarding school. But 

the summer before I came to An-
dover, I was certain that Andover 
would be a mistake. What was I 
thinking? Leaving home, my par-
ents, my little sister, my dog — I 
was going to miss so much. I was 
so shy. Was I going to make any 
friends? I was nervous, but my 
mom promised me that nerves 
were normal. 

I can’t remember what I ex-
pected Andover to be before 
I got here, but I wish I had 
written it down somewhere. I 
wish I could remember what 
exactly I was hoping to learn 
in my four years here. I think 
it’s entirely possible that I 
just had no clue. 

When I was applying to 
high school, I came across 
the Elbert Hubbard quote, 
“The greatest mistake you 
can make in life is continually 
fearing that you’ll make one.” 
At 14, I took this quote as 
gospel. In my application to 
Andover, I wrote about per-
fectionism. I wrote that my 
favorite thing about myself 
was that I was knew how to 
learn from my mistakes and 
that I was afraid of failure. 
How cliché, I know. But, for 
the first time, I was grappling 
with what it meant to “fail.” 
And while my world was so 
small that failure to me was 
defined by losing a middle 
school basketball game or 
getting a B on a science test, 

I was still painfully afraid of 
being anything less than per-
fect. I wanted the courage to 
be fearless when faced with a 
challenge. 

When I got to Andover, I 
thought I had left my per-
fectionist days behind me. 
I wasn’t worried about my 
grades, and I was more ex-
cited to take classes I had 
never taken before. But then 
came the 76 on an algebra 
test. Teary eyed, I called my 
mom while walking from 
Morse towards Graves. A test 
score this low? That was new. 
She promised me I’d bounce 
back and told me to ask for 
help. My dad texted words 
of encouragement, accompa-
nied by his classic trio of the 
thumbs-up emoji, red heart 
emoji, and guy-wearing-sun-
glasses emoji. I felt better… 
and then I got a 51 on my mu-
sic test. It was embarrassing, 
but also kind of funny. My 
perfectionist self had taken a 
hit, but I didn’t care as much 

as I had expected to. Grades 
were grades, and it seemed 
there was always a way to 
gain back points. Maybe I ac-
tually had overcome my per-
fectionism? 

After a little more than a 
year at Andover, though, it 
became clear that my need to 
be “perfect” went a lot deeper 
than just grades. I put pres-
sure on myself to be perfect 
in all aspects of life — yes, I 
wanted good grades, but I 
also wanted to be social and 
happy and involved on cam-
pus. My perfectionism was 

completely intertwined with 
my self-worth. If I wasn’t 
perfect, and if I didn’t seem 
like I had it all together, then 
who was I?

I had been independent for 
so long that asking for help 
felt like admitting weakness. 
I didn’t break a sweat, and I 
didn’t need to ask for help. I 
don’t think this struggle was 
unique to me. Andover is a 
place with a lot of motivated 
kids, and a lot of us are in-
dependent. A lot of us are 
probably perfectionists, too. 
A lot of us don’t want to ad-

mit when we need help. And 
maybe that’s not an “Ando-
ver” thing — maybe that’s a 
high school thing, I wouldn’t 
know — but what I do know 
is that I spent the majority 
of my first two years here 

confident that I could take 
care of all my 

problems on my own. 
Obviously, that wasn’t true. 

Going alone, no matter where 
you are or what you’re do-
ing, is never the answer. I was 
lonely and sad and felt like 
my facade — my “perfect” 
mask — was falling apart. All 
the little things, all the little 
moments of imperfection, 
piled up. Up until that point, 
I had thought that Andover 
was engineered for perfec-
tionists and felt as though I 
was the only one struggling 
to balance work and friends 
and clubs and sports. Look-
ing back, it seems ridiculous 
to think that everyone around 
me wasn’t going through 
some sort of struggle of their 
own. But, at 14 and 15, my 
older role models on campus 
truly seemed to “have it all 
together.” 

I know now that part of be-
ing at Andover, as well as part 
of being in high school and 
part of being human, is strug-
gle. Andover and high school 
and being a teenager are filled 
with ups and downs. When I 
learned how to advocate for 
myself, and when I finally 
opened myself up to feeling 
vulnerable, I became a better 
leader and a better student 
and a better friend. In being 
my most authentic self, I was 
able to ask for help and not 
feel weak, but empowered. 

Andover is an adventure. 
It’s not an easy one, but 
through the highs and lows, 
trust yourself. Figure out how 
to love and accept who you 
are, whatever that means to 
you and however long that 
may take. Take risks, laugh, 
cry. Know that we are not 
perfect, we are human. And 
that means sometimes we 
stumble and sometimes we 
care what others think — and 
that’s okay.

ANNIE LORD

Embrace the Struggle

Annie Lord is a four-year 
Senior from New York, N.Y.
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WE ARE CONDITIONED 
to believe that life is 
lived in a linear tra-

jectory where paths are chosen 
and the outcomes of decisions 
can be anticipated and weighed. 
You go to Andover, you get into a 
great college, you get a job, you 
rise to the top of that organiza-
tion or field—success. You find 
a significant other, get married, 
and maybe start a family—suc-
cess. You finally experience what 
you think is happiness— success. 
In our obsession to climb that 
next step in the staircase of life, 
we forget that every step doesn’t 
always move us upwards; some-
times, we move backward. Nor 
is there ever just one single stair-
case. There are infinitely many 
staircases which we can choose 
to climb and we must accept that 
the destination will oftentimes 
not be in our range of sight. In-
deed, there might not even be 
an ultimate destination. We just 
need to trust that there is some 
value in the steps we’re taking 
and the effort we’re putting into 
the climb.

When I was a student at An-
dover, I thought a lot about 
college (I’m sure you’re all sur-
prised) but I didn’t make it into 
any of the “top” schools that I 
saw my peers and friends being 
admitted to. So, I chose one of 
my “likely” schools and prayed 

I’d get off a waitlist. When that 
didn’t happen, I was on my way 
to California. My college was not 
a great fit socially, and I strug-
gled with insecurities and anxi-
ety. I still do. To compensate, 
I threw myself into academics 
and vowed to make the most of 
my education. I decided to do a 
sailing program for my semes-
ter abroad which challenged me 
physically and mentally, as I was 
part of the crew on a tall-ship, 
which meant I participated in 
everything from navigating, set-
ting, and striking sails to cooking 
for the crew in the galley. Ironi-
cally, I was incredibly afraid of 
the open ocean and was per-
petually seasick for most of the 
voyage. I wrote a year-long the-
sis where I incorporated my two 
majors of history and film, and 
it remains the piece of work I’m 
most proud of today. After grad-
uating, I thought I might go into 
entertainment but found myself 
working in advertising. 

Simply put, New York City 
advertising is a grueling profes-
sion. Although I was ready to 
leave after the first few months, 
I waited to quit on my second-
year anniversary at my agency. I 
was not the person I wanted to 
be and I was fundamentally un-
happy. Not sure what I wanted 
to do next, but knowing that I 
was craving an intellectual envi-
ronment and a supportive com-
munity, I spent a few months 

skiing in Colorado, studying for 
the GREs, and completing appli-
cations for graduate programs 
in history. After encouragement 
from one of my favorite past 
teachers, I also threw my name 
in for the Teaching Fellowship 
in History. Ultimately, I was 
accepted to all the schools I’d 
never dreamt of being admitted 
into in high school. I decided to 
defer a top graduate program to 
accept the Teaching Fellow (TF) 
position here at Andover. I very 
much intended to matriculate 
at the graduate program after 
my first TF year, but I found so 
much value in my experiences 
here that I decided to accept 
another year, which required 
I withdraw from the graduate 
program I had worked so hard 
to get into. I soon realized that 
I could meet the challenge of 
graduate school in a different 
way by enrolling in courses with 
Harvard while simultaneously 
teaching. So far, it has been a lot 
of work, but rewarding and no 
doubt worth it. My “staircase” or 
“path” has constantly changed 
and the more changes I’ve ex-
perienced, the more I’ve learned 
that each phase of my life has 
had inherent value. I’ve realized 
that the clarity of the “next step” 
is less important than the learn-
ing and growth experienced in 
each phase. There is still no clear 
path laid out for my future, and 
I’m cool with that!

In the same way, after a par-
ticularly difficult end to a re-
lationship a few years ago, my 
cousin gave me a piece of advice: 
she encouraged me to think of 
each experience in each rela-
tionship I ever had and will have 
as a data point on a graph. As I 
plotted each metaphorical data 
point on my life graph, I would 
be contributing to a host of other 
data points I’ve accumulated 
throughout my life. These data 
points would eventually reveal a 

trend which would help me bet-
ter understand what I needed 
and wanted not just in my rela-
tionships, but in life. Her more 
quantitatively oriented mind 
came up with this analogy, but I 
share it here because it was one 
that I quickly understood and 
will never forget. When we have 
difficult experiences, we often 
think of them as time wasted. 
That is not the case. In fact, I’d 
go so far as to say there is no such 
thing as “wasted time” — it is a 
terrible concept that invalidates 
our experiences and is designed 
to torture us into constantly fear-
ing that we are not doing enough 
fast enough. It creates unneces-
sary anxiety and unnecessary 
guilt for times when we want 
to take a moment for ourselves. 
It lets us forget that experiences 

have inherent 
value and that 

learning and grow-
ing is consistently hap-

pening everyday, in every 
experience, good or bad. 

“Everything happens for a 
reason” is one of the biggest cli-
ches I know. So, I’ll modify it for 
you: There is inherent value in 
every experience. You may nev-
er be able to identity the reason 
that something happened to you 
specifically. But you are better 
for it. If you experienced hurt, 
you have learned. If you experi-
enced joy, you have learned. And 
if you have learned, you have 
grown. Of all the complexity 
that we grapple with everyday, 
it’s really that simple. If you feel, 
you learn, and if you learn, you 
grow. 

Midori Ishizuka is a Teach-
ing Fellow in History and So-
cial Science. 

MIDORI ISHIZUKA

The Inherent Values of Experiences
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When we have difficult 
experiences, we often 
think of them as time 
wasted. That is not the 

case.
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AS MY TIME AS A 
Phillipian music critic 
(among other things) 

comes to a close, I decided to 
switch my medium of focus for 
one last review — for a short 
story.     

    * * *
Throughout this past year, 

I’ve been sent Tobias Wolff ’s 
“Bullet in the Brain” around 
four to five times. A few times 
as a recommendation, once 
as an assignment, and once in 
a “god, every single writing 
workshop reads these stories” 
list. It’s a beautiful piece: sub-
versive, redemptive, and poi-
gnant in a way few short sto-
ries are. If you haven’t before, 
I highly suggest you put down 
this paper and read it right 
now. It’s free, online, and really 
short. Go ahead.

For those of you who didn’t 
look up the story (read: all of 
you), I’ll summarize. Anders, 
an embittered and cynical liter-
ary critic, fed up with cliche in 
both the works he reads and in 
his life, happens to be in a bank 
at the same time that a group 
of criminals are sticking it up. 
When the robbers proceed to 
act out every stereotype in the 
book (“capiche,” “dead meat,” 
“shut your trap”), Anders can’t 
help himself and loses his com-
posure. One of them shoots 
him. While he dies, his memo-
ries replay themselves on the 

page, flickering back through 
his whole life. Eventually, the 
reader lands upon a scene in 
which young Anders is playing 
baseball with his friends and 
one of their cousins, who utters 
(as part of a sentence) “they is” 
— a phrase which Anders is so 
enamored by that he repeats it 
over and over as he waits in the 
outfield.

In my consistent, tangen-
tial relationship with Wolff ’s 
story, it’s meant wildly differ-
ent things to me. A simple sug-
gestion from a friend. A nos-
talgia kick, throwing me back 
to my baseball-laden summer 
nights as a kid. The ignition of 
a long-dormant desire to pro-
duce something beyond a prob-
lem set or a précis — a creative 
piece of my own. Even a point 
of self-reflection: Anders is un-
likable because of his snarky 
and cutting comments, traits, I 
realized, that were present in 
myself. But perhaps the part of 
the story that’s stuck with me 
the longest is the ending. See, to 
avoid the “life flashes before his 
eyes” cliche, Wolff does some-
thing unique — he details ev-
erything Anders didn’t remem-
ber in his final moments, before 
describing what he did. Anders 
does not remember his wife, his 
first lover, his daughter, the po-
ems he committed to memory, 
the respect he felt while read-
ing a college classmate’s novel, 
or his parents, no — he remem-
bers only that baseball field, his 
friend’s cousin, and the words 
“they is.” 

And in a slightly scary way, 
maybe to cope with the loom-
ing idea of Leaving Andover™, 
I’ve begun to think of my time 
here within Wolff ’s mecha-
nism. What will be the few 
moments, important or seem-
ingly useless, that I remember 
from here in five, ten, twenty, 
fifty years? What are things I 
treasure right now that will 

be casually discarded by my 
own limited memory? Will I 
remember the sleepless nights 
of grinding away on essays un-
til I was the only one awake 
in my dorm? Probably not. Or 
the grades I received for my 
efforts? Definitely not. Will I 
remember each debate tourna-
ment I competed in? Will I re-
member MUN meetings? Pre-
fecting? Squash matches? The 
various other things that have 
defined me at Andover, a place 
where it seems your activities 
become your entire identity? 
Will I remember each class I 
took? The material in them? 

Not every memory has been 
positive. Will I remember 
standing alone at an orientation 
reception on the steps of the 
Addison with nobody to talk 
to, my parents having uncer-
emoniously left a few minutes 
earlier? Will I remember the 
feeling — the hollow pit that 
caved itself open in my stom-
ach — when one of my friends 
tried to take her life that win-
ter? Will I remember how that 
same feeling returned when 
Dan Nakajima ’18, a fellow MO-
SAIC member, died? Will I re-
member crying on the bench 

behind Rabbit Pond a few too 
many times for it to be healthy?

Will I remember the times I 
drove with my friends to Low-
ell in order to eat tofu bento 
boxes at 10:00 p.m.? The pale 
light caught in the clouds above 
Holt Hill when the sun starts 
setting? Each of my friends’ 
faces? The unique pattern and 
tone to each of their laughs? 
Will I remember my own base-
ball diamond moment, when 
during orientation, three of 
my then-closest-friends and I 
laid down in the dewy grass for 
hours, listening to music on one 
tinny phone speaker and look-
ing at the sky? Will I remember 
all the in-between nights when 
there was absolutely nothing to 
do in the sleepy suburbia that 
is Andover, and so I sat around 
with my friends doing just that 
— absolutely nothing — and 
loving it? Will I remember the 
time and place and moment in 
which I met the people who 
impacted me the most at this 
school, my closest friends and 
favorite teachers? While writ-
ing this article, too many little 
moments have flitted through 
my head, too many to write 
down here. Which of these 

moments will slip through the 
cracks? What have I already 
forgotten?

It’s a lot easier to dream up 
what I might not remember 
than think of what I will. I sup-
pose that’s just a result of the 
process of memory itself — a 
lot more is lost than what gets 
stored away. And, sometimes, it 
works in strange ways. Maybe, 
like Anders, it won’t be any of 
the moments I’ve thought of on 
the way out, the ones I’ve trea-
sured as the most influential 
or the most precious. Maybe, 
instead, it’ll be the most un-cli-
che of non-cliches, a moment I 
can’t even imagine remember-
ing right now. Or maybe it’ll 
all meld together into one big 
smudge of an Andover-mem-
ory, with just a feeling behind 
it more so than any individual 
moment. But either way, while 
I can remember most of the 
small memories behind my 
four years at this school, I want 
to thank you all — yes, all of you 
— for being a part of it. Wheth-
er I know you well or barely 
do, you’ve all built up the feel-
ing behind that smudge. Maybe 
you’ll be in my Anders moment, 
if that’s how it all comes out.
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QUINN ROBINSON

A Review of Tobias Wolff’s “Bullet in the Brain”

Quinn Robinson is a four-
year Senior from Wellesley, 
Mass.

A FEW WEEKS AGO, 
for my Senior elective 
on the Odyssey, I was 

asked to reflect on what home 
meant to me. The questions 
my teacher asked were—per-
haps intentionally—fitting in 
the cautious nostalgia of Senior 
Spring: has Andover ever been 
a home for you? Can it ever be? 
Yes, I answered instinctually; 
then I paused, considered, and 
deleted. 

To answer the question at 
hand, I first had to consider 
what home was. The answer 
seemed obvious: I spend nine 
months out of the year on 
this campus. I eat here, sleep 
here, and I almost never leave 
school grounds. But my hesi-
tation was borne out of a feel-
ing that home couldn’t be de-
fined so quantitatively. I asked 
myself whether I felt at home 
here, whether I felt welcomed 
or loved or even safe here. I 
started again.

I began referring to my 
dorm room as “home” very 
quickly, sometime late Junior 
Fall or early Junior Winter. It 
was simply convenient. Hav-
ing moved around for most of 
my life, I didn’t feel that call-
ing my dorm “home” was a vi-
olation of any allegiance to my 
actual home— the town listed 
by my name in the directory 
didn’t mean much more to 
me. Ironically, looking back, 
Andover was more home to 
me in those first months than 
it has ever been since. 

With more time at Andover 
came unavoidable late nights 
and early mornings, the 
toxic, fumbling friendships 
and declining mental health, 

and by Junior Spring I 
was sleeping three hours 
a night and having anxiety 
attacks nearly every day. I 
would curl up in the corner 
of stacks one and drive myself 
into a panic with the flavor of 
the hour: unsustainable rela-
tionships, impossible art proj-
ects, everything that looms 
so much larger than life in a 
fourteen-year-old’s mind. By 
the time I went home for that 
first summer, I was glad to be 
off campus, and my anticipa-

tion when I returned that fall 
was mostly anxiety. I felt my-
self spiraling, so I developed 
systems to occupy myself 
with academics and extracur-

riculars every spare minute 
of the day, so that I never had 
to think about the wreck of 
my personal life. By the time 
I was being repeatedly as-
saulted during Lower Winter 
and Spring, I had built walls 
so impregnable I was nearly 
incapable of feeling the harm-
ful emotions. I ran on fumes 

for so long that it shouldn’t 
have shocked me—and yet it 
did—when life all came crash-
ing down. 

I testified in a Community 
Conduct Council meeting my 
Upper Fall. It was the second-
hardest thing I’ve had to do 
in my four years at Andover. 

The case was only tangen-
tially related to me, and 

yet every word I re-
counted chipped 

away at the walls 

I’d hidden my own assault 
behind. I walked out of that 
room and the floodgates 
broke; I spent the next four 
months in a PTSD-induced 
depressive haze, every bit of 
my previous relentless func-
tionality replaced by an in-
ability to do anything but cry 
and sleep. Those months kept 

Andover from ever feeling 
like home to me again. I no 
longer felt safe anywhere on 
campus, even in my own bed. 
I grew to resent this place that 
I perceived as having hurt me, 
and for months I lived like a 
ghost here: rarely speaking, 
rarely eating, counting down 
the days until summer came 
and I could go home again. 

I realize I’ve painted a pic-
ture of trouble and unrest, 
made it sound as though all 
my days at Andover have been 
dark and difficult when that 
is absolutely not the truth. 
Maybe it was the assault that 
kept Andover from becoming 
a real home for me. Maybe it 
was the constant strife that 
made me feel always just a 
little bit out of step. And yet, 
I’ve had moments of real be-
longing here: sitting on the 
floor laughing over Indian 
takeout, curled up in bed 
on a quiet Saturday night. I 
cherish the memories of time 
spent watching the Great 
British Bake-Off on the com-
mon room floor or canoeing 
against the current in the New 
Hampshire springtime. To re-
ject this place as my home en-
tirely, is, I feel, a disservice to 
the people who made those 
moments possible. If home 
can be a person, the people 
at Andover are home to me; I 
will carry that with me when 
I leave. I disagree with the 
old adage, “home is where the 
heart is.” My heart is here. I 
love this place for what it has 
given me, despite all the strife, 
and I love the people who love 
me. When I leave, though, An-
dover will carry on the same; 
I’m just one of many who pass 
through. The best I can do is 
to be grateful—so, so grateful, 
in every way—for my almost 
home. 

KATHERINE WANG

Almost Home

D.ZHU/THE PHILLIPIAN

Katherine Wang is a four 
year Senior from Morristown, 
N.J.
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IT WAS, IN FACT, A DARK 
and stormy night during 
the first week of June 

in 2004 when I made my 
first trip to Andover. Sheets 
of rain were pounding the 
windshield and trees were 
being blown around, obscur-
ing the streetlight along the 
Merritt Parkway. I was 18 and 
felt invincible, driving by my-
self out of my home state for 
the first time. I blasted the 
radio, rocking out to the likes 
of Beyoncé, Britney, Phar-
rell, and The White Stripes, 
excited to surprise one of my 
best friends who was about 
to graduate from Andover. 
Around Norwalk, Conn., I 
realized I was running a bit 
low on gas. Feeling very re-
sponsible and independent, I 
pulled over at the next Mobil 
station only to realize that I 
had no idea how to pump gas 
as a New Jersey native. Re-
calling that moment, I can 
still feel my chest seizing up. 
That trip, and that interac-
tion with a somewhat bewil-
dered stranger at a gas station 
in the rain, was one of many 
humbling experiences I had 
as I moved from high school 
to college. This was a liminal 
time, and one pregnant with 
possibilities. I was beginning 
a new phase of my life and 
striking out on my own.

As I reflected on my path to 
Andover for this article, I re-
alized that my second trip to 
Andover was also made dur-

ing a major transitional pe-
riod in my life. In August of 
2018, I arrived back on cam-
pus as a new faculty mem-
ber. After many years away, 
having taught a variety of 
subjects and coached a num-
ber of teams, I was happy to 
return to the East Coast. In 
the interim, I had learned 
not only about my profession, 
but also about myself; I knew 
what I wanted in a school 
community, a place where I 
could make a difference and 
belong. I came back east for 
personal reasons, but I was 
nonetheless delighted to be 
starting a job at a school that 
shares my values as a teacher 
and coach.

I was drawn to Andover 
in large part due to its com-
mitment to fostering an in-
clusive community, focused 
largely on equity. It is also a 
school that creates substan-
tial time and space for teach-
ers to focus on their pedago-
gy and practice. I have been 
particularly grateful for the 
number of professional de-
velopment opportunities for 
faculty and staff to improve 
our own capacities around 
issues pertaining to justice 
and inclusion such as at-
tending conferences, reading 

books like “White Fragility” 
and “The Privileged Poor” 
with colleagues, and learn-
ing from remarkable authors, 
activists, and educators such 
as Patrisse Cullors and Julie 
Lythcott-Haims.

I have wondered, though, 
whether or not we have a 
tendency at Andover to over-
intellectualize issues pertain-
ing to race, gender, sexuality, 
ability, and socioeconomic 
status. Do we allow ourselves 
to forget that identity influ-
ences a very real lived expe-
rience? Do we silo ourselves 
in self-selecting groups when 
discussing these issues, or ad-
dress them primarily within 
the context of certain events 
or dates? How do we discuss 

the impact of these larger 
systems of oppression in 
our daily lives? How do they 
present in our language, the 
ways we address or speak to 
or about one another? Are we 
regularly interrogating the 
impact of these systems on 
aspects of our everyday lives, 
from the way we teach and 
learn, to the architectural de-
sign of the buildings in which 
we find ourselves? What 
are the legacies we have ac-
quired? How and when do 
we, or should we, challenge 
them on a daily basis? How 

do we think about the ways in 
which we perpetuate harmful 
patterns of behavior? Every 
one of us has inherited the 
effects of heteronormativity, 
white supremacy, and patri-
archy. It is up to each of us to 
challenge these systems that 
have worked against the au-
tonomy and agency of whole 
populations throughout his-
tory.

We should acknowledge 
the ways in which these 
larger systems can impact 
our thoughts, behavior, and 
worldview. We can do this in 
many ways, large and small. 
We can and should intention-
ally listen to learn from one 
another. We can and should 
consider the words we use, 

and the ways we speak to 
and about each other. We can 
and should be conscientious 
about the how we treat each 
member of our community. 
We can and should talk about 
the world we want to see, ex-
perience, belong to, and have 
a hand in forming. And fi-
nally, we should think about 
how our own actions, even 
the small ones, have a role in 
the creation of that world.

I am so glad that I made it 
back to Andover, especially 
in this particular stage of 
my own journey. I have felt 

welcomed with open arms, 
encouraged and inspired to 
continue to improve my abili-
ties as an educator and as a 
person. I’m surrounded by 
compassionate and brilliant 
people, in both my colleagues 
and students. I am regularly 
impressed by the thoughtful-
ness and good humor of the 
faculty and staff. Students 
constantly amaze me with 
their genuine sense of won-
der, and desire to learn and 
better themselves and our 
community.

For the Class of 2019, you 
are now on your own thresh-
old. You’re in a transitional 
phase, no matter what you 
choose to do after gradua-
tion. You may feel uncer-

tainty and apprehension, but 
forge ahead regardless. Your 
future contains untold pos-
sibilities. There is power in 
this liminal space. Embrace 
those feelings of invincibility. 
It is in these spaces that ex-
traordinary things can occur, 
like a Jersey kid learning to 
pump her own gas.

ALEXANDRA BOOTH

Untold Possibilities

Alexandra Booth is an In-
structor in History and So-
cial Science.
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LATELY, I’VE FELT MOST  
at home in a car. There 
are two particular cars: 

the first, affectionately named 
Petunia, is a boxy, clunky van 
hesitantly driven by Anna Lang, 
with a DVD player instead of an 
aux port, a broken sliding door 
that Junah Jang always forgets 
to push closed, and the ambiance 
of an airplane. Quinn Robinson 
is shotgun, blasting some mind-
numbing avant-garde music, Ju-
nah sits next to me, and I take her 
car seat headrest because she’s 
too short to use it anyway. When 
Senna Hahn’s here, both of them 
migrate to the back.

The second car, the “Soooob,” 
is driven by Liz Tran. Max Davis 
is in the back, and I’m on aux. 
I always end up playing songs 
by “The Happy Fits,” a band 
all three of us love. As the bass 
courses through the car and I 
roll down the window to feel the 
wind and the sun, I feel like I’m 
in a movie.

These two cars, though, 
haven’t been my home for long 
(and thank God, because God 
knows we don’t have enough gas 
money to keep it running). Re-
ally, these cars have only become 
so important to me after I was 
retired, ejected, gently and cer-
emoniously ushered out—how-
ever you want to put it—of the 
Newsroom.

The Newsroom smells like a 
bizarre mix of fresh newspapers, 
souring food on old commons 
plates, sneeze-inducing dust, 

and paint. It’s another dimen-
sion, and not just because of the 
fairy lights and scribbled walls 
that capture previous eras of the 
paper—times that you’ve never 
experienced, but can sort of un-
derstand. The Newsroom energy 
can hardly be put into words—a 
comforting, stressful, relaxing, 
driven, purposeful, and excited 
feeling. My favorite time to walk 
in: 5:00 p.m. on a Thursday.

Will Ennis sits at the head of 
the table with his baseball hat 
and Yankees jersey, biting his 
nails, and staring intently at his 
screen where the red budget 
stares back at him. His Thursday 
playlist “Stale Chips and Orange 
Juice” blasts from the Eighth 
Page speakers. Helen He’s in 
the back room, her office, in the 
grey spider chair, parsing each 
and every line of our hastily and 
roughly written editorial and do-
ing a hundred other things all at 
once. Annie Lord’s at the Sports 
computer with her Airpods in. 
Ekan Belo-Osagie brings our 
totally-not-necessary-but-it’s-
tradition-and-we’re-hungry chi-
potle. Anna Lang is on Arts, her 
fingers flying over the keyboard, 
trying to work some “innovative” 
layout—perhaps, hexagons. Isa-
iah Lee is retracing the poem on 
the door that reminds us every-
day that our reward for spend-
ing this much time on this stupid 
paper isn’t only for the reader-
ship or even for good journal-
ism (controversial, I know), but 
for the magic of the Newsroom 
and the people that choose to be 
there. I sit at News, my forever 
home, fixing layout lines and 
1x1s and headers, checking off a 
long list of to-dos that have be-
come habit over time.

And while the newsroom and 
The Phillipian have been my 
home for three and a half out of 
my four years at Andover, I’d like 
to think that it didn’t consume 
my entire experience here.

After a long day in the News-
room, I’d walk back to my dorm 

after midnight. The walk to Ad-
ams is one of my favorite views 
on campus. The imposing bell 
tower looks ghostly at night and 
shining constellations illuminate 
the quad and the dorm beneath, 
where orange-glowing windows 
beckon another home.

I’ve lived in Adams for three 
years. The common room is usu-
ally busy at night—people crowd 
around Ms. Paulson as she shows 
us her new dolls or just to “be 
real with it” for a few hours. I 
always know when M. Martin’s 
on duty because I can hear her 
infectious laugh from down the 
hall. Adrienne Li always has her 
door open. I play music while 
hugging her panda pillow, just to 
stay for a while. I think she’s one 
of the few people who I can sit 
in comfortable silence with for 
hours.

Adams is physically near but 
probably the complete opposite 
of another home I’ve recently 
found: the barn in West Quad 
South. The space is like play-
doh: it fits to whatever is need-
ed of it. Inside, Jason DiNapoli 

stands guard behind the munch 
table, surveying what is basically 
his kingdom. He wears an An-
dover vest, khakis, and loafers. 
Ms. Candelario is everywhere at 
once. People come in and out, the 
regulars taking their usual seats 
and others stopping just to grab a 
few bites of food. I used to think 
it was the food that brought the 
energy, but it’s really the stu-
dents that transform the space 
into the heart of our cluster.

All of these places, and many 
more, have been home for me. 
What I’ve found, though, in 
reflecting on my four years at 
Andover and through, admit-
tedly, writing this article, is that 
my homes are always in flux. 
Lower Right can become home 
for me for a couple hours when 
I grab a quick dinner with Erin 
Vasquez, who schedules “Andie 
Time” because we’re both so 
busy. I’ve spent some of my most 
content and comfortable after-
noons sitting next to Sam Katz 
playing smash in the Stuart com-
mon room. Even the third floor 
of Gelb felt like home that one 

Wednesday when I sat for hours 
with Christina Cho, laughing 
hysterically over Gwyneth Pal-
trow and her “Chill Child: Kid 
Calming Mist.”

Homes move and change, they 
transform you and you transform 
them. Home is dependent on 
people, but that also means that 
they’re dependent on time. And 
as my time at Andover comes to 
an end, it sucks that I’ll have to 
say goodbye to these homes—
some that have been with me 
since the very beginning, and 
others that I’ve only just found. 
But this isn’t a final goodbye 
to the people who have made 
this place home. And as I drive 
away from campus for the last 
time this June, not with Anna or 
Quinn or Junah or Senna or Liz 
or Max or anyone else that has 
helped make one of my homes 
here, I know I’ll still be able to 
build more with them, wherever 
we drive to next.

Andie Pinga is a four-year 
Senior from South Burling-
ton, Vt.

ANDIE PINGA

I’m Here for the Drive
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We can and should talk 
about the world we 

want to see, experience, 
belong to, and have 
a hand in forming. 

And finally, we should 
think about how our 

actions, even the small 
ones, have a role in the 
creation of that world.
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WHEN PEOPLE 
talk about their 
greatest accom-

plishments in life, the ones 
they’ll never forget, the type 
of accomplishment that 
makes them glow with pride 
hours after the sun goes 
down, they’d probably think 
of a prestigious award they 
received or a college they 
were accepted to. Me? I got 
into boarding school.

For context, I wasn’t sent to 
Andover, nor did I choose to 
come here either. More accu-
rately, just like my two years on 

this campus, my road here was 
fraught with challenges and 
personal struggle. When I was 
applying in the fall of my tenth-
grade year, Andover was my only 
option, my escape route, the 
only solution that could remedy 
the situation I found myself in. 

I wanted to go away, across 
the country to a school that my 
dad had gone to. But my mom, 
my strong independent mom, 
wasn’t ready to let her young-
est child wander off to the Alma 
Mater of her disheveled and re-
nounced ex-husband. She took 
out the anger she felt towards 
my dad, that of the divorce, and 
that of my wanting to go to a 
school that had once been his, 
on me. Fifteen-year-old Hugo 
didn’t know what else 
to do. 

I was still living in 
Seattle then, the place 
I’d lived for my entire 
life 

until that point. I’d never moved, 
not once, except to my sister’s 
room after she’d left for college. 
At this point, I was alone with 
the exception of my increas-
ingly strained relationship with 
my mom and loose interactions 
with my dad. 

My life was static, follow-
ing the same routine every 
day—school, band, crew, home-
work, and then sleep—punctu-
ated only by the fights with my 
mom that gradually increased 
in their intensity. It reached 
points where the sheer noise of 
our fights over my application 

to Andover made me shut down 
so intensely that I would have 
to take days off from school to 
cope with the emotional turmoil 
building inside me. 

So, when I found out that I’d 
gotten in, on March 10, 2017, 
right after lunch period, I began 
to cry. I hugged anyone I could 
find, laughed, fist-pumped the 
air, and screamed. I ran up and 
down the halls of the high school 
I was now destined to leave 
three months later, through the 
city that had raised me for fif-
teen years, from the family that 
had both taught and limited me. 

For my sixteenth birthday, I 
got to visit my future school, ac-
companied by the one person 
who had tried to hold me back, 
my mom, proving to her that the 
future I’d created was tangible. 
Two years later, I still feel proud. 
I still feel like I did the right 
thing, as if rejecting my mom’s 
frustration proved to her I was 
deserving of her love.

Reflecting, I still don’t know 
if I accomplished all that I could 
during my time at Andover. I 
participated in music, sports, 
and a multitude of clubs which 
were very fulfilling to me—but 
the real privilege, the real hon-
or, was being able to come here 
in the first place. I have gotten 
great grades, met the boy of my 
dreams, ran three marathons 
and counting, made it through 
some of my darkest nights, sur-
vived an exploding computer, 
and witnessed my baby chick 
being eaten. However, to this 
day, the one thing that kept me 
going, the one thing that keeps 
me going, was that I could make 
it here, that I could set about 
changing my life and come away 
with pride in my heart. That 
simple power, that power to de-
cide where I would end up, that 
is what I am most proud of.  

Maybe I didn’t need Andover 
to find this out about myself. 
Maybe Andover was never my 
only option. Yet, two years later, 
I can say that all of it: the appli-
cation, the acceptance, and the 
last month of Spring I’m still 
trying to savor, they’ve shown 
me the best parts of who I am. In 
my book, that’s as good as it gets.  

Thank you. 
-Hugo

HUGO SOLOMON

From a House to a Home

Hugo Solomon is a two-
year Senior from Seattle, 
Wash.
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Trigger Warning: Suicide

“I  L I V E  T O  F I G H T 
another day.” The mantra 
I had repeated to myself 

throughout my life, the phrase 
that appeared in my mind when 
I made the life-changing deci-
sion to reapply to Andover as 
a new Lower, resurfaced and 
proved itself to be more ap-
plicable than ever when I ar-
rived here. The sentence had 
morphed from being a passive 
action to an active one as I con-
jured up a fighting spirit within 
me to conquer each school day 
to the best of my ability. For 
the first few weeks, Andover 
felt like a dream that I had yet 
to snap out of. Attending An-
dover had been a wish of mine 
ever since I learned of it in fifth 
grade, but to be walking the in-
side of campus buildings as an 
actual Andover student was be-
yond anything I had ever imag-
ined.

Experiences that had only 
ever appeared in daydreams 
and fantasies, like eating a 
mealParesky Commons or sit-
ting in Samuel Phillips Hall for 
a history class, were suddenly 
part of my reality. The process 
of easing myself into the role 
of an Andover student was a 
relatively natural one. Never 
had I imagined that I would be 
able to integrate into Andover 
so quickly. Each day came and 
went without hassle, and my 
classes were so smooth sailing, 
I could hardly believe it.

The only downside was be-

ing a new Lower among the 
other returning students in my 
classes. It often left me feel-
ing stressed, vulnerable, and 
confused. I had always held a 
very glamorized impression 
of Andover; the way I had 
seen it from the outside, be-
ing accepted meant the end 
of the fight, not the begin-
ning. After actually arriv-
ing at Andover, my “I live 
to fight another day” 
mentality often panic-
projected me farther 
into the future. I would 
frequently think about 
the years that lay ahead 
of me—before I knew it, I 
would be an Upper, and then a 
Senior, and then...and then… 

And the cycle of thoughts 
would repeat, at times leaving 
me thoroughly convinced that 
I had barely any time left at 
Andover, when in reality I had 
only just come here.

Then, four days before the 
conclusion of my first term, a 
friend I hadn’t seen for several 
months told me that he had 
tried to take his own life. The 
cry for help, so sudden and un-
expected, threw a wrench into 
my days at Andover. Caught up 
in the midst of a grueling finals 
week, I was forced to choose 
between prioritizing his health 
or making the selfish decision 
to prioritize my own work.

Flannery O’Connor once said, 
“The truth does not change ac-
cording to our ability to stom-
ach it.” I couldn’t help but think 
of this quote at the time. My 
friend told me he would be fine, 
and I wanted to believe it. He 
told me others knew, so I want-
ed to believe others would help 
resolve it. But merely assuming 
others would take action didn’t 
rest well with me, and I knew 
depression did not simply fade 
away on its own.

It was my friend’s situation 
that led me to my first meeting 
with a Sykes counselor. I felt 
trapped, wanting to Sanctuary 

my friend or help him in some 
more immediate way but being 
unable to because he wasn’t an 
Andover student, and feeling so 
useless that I was so far away. 
So far away from him. So far off 
from the right course of action. 
What the right course of action 
was, however, I had no idea. 

My life shifted from dream 
to nightmare as I pushed my 
work to the side to devote time 
to trying to initiate natural con-
versations with my friend every 
night, testing the waters to see 
if he was in a good place when 
we parted, just to make sure he 
would live through the night. 
I so desperately wanted to 
convince him to focus on how 
much he had instead of how 
much he didn’t, and how many 
things were going right instead 
of all the things that were going 
wrong. As much as I was upset 
by his desire to stop living, I was 
frustrated that he wasn’t trea-

suring the moments he had in 
his life. But when this thought 
crossed my mind, it suddenly 
struck me—was I treasuring my 
moments? Just three months 
into school, and for all the joy 
that I felt while at Andover, I 
spent nearly an equal amount 
of time stressing myself out by 
thinking about the end of the 
experience. And even though 
my personal situation was no-
where near as extreme as his, 
knowing my friend had tried to 
suicide put mortality and life 
into perspective. 

I began to stretch the mean-
ing of “I live to fight another 
day,” living each day for that 
day, not the next. I thought 
about how my friend had been 
so close to never seeing another 
day again, and that served as a 
brutal reminder that each of 
my own days is precious, that 
each moment is fleeting. Every 
minute, every second, is valu-

able, and being able to live to 
fight another day is a privilege 
to hold onto while still in my 
full control. Reflecting over the 
past year, my first year at Ando-
ver, it is not the opportunity to 
perform, or to write, or to join 
clubs that stick out in my mem-
ory, but the final days of fall 
term. Those few days drasti-
cally shifted my view of the An-
dover experience, and I shifted 
from just going through the 
motions and calling it living to 
actually allowing myself to feel 
alive. Andover is fast-paced, but 
slowing down and respecting 
the time left is just as important 
as conquering the challenging 
flow of each day. So, day by day, 
I fought through my first year, 
and I still live to fight another 
one.

Emily Huang is a new Low-
er from Andover, Mass.

EMILY HUANG

I Live to Fight Another Day
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“YOU’LL KNOW   
when you get 
there. It’ll just feel 

like home.” I heard this phrase 
countless times in the months 
leading up to my Junior year at 
Andover. I was told about this 
sense of “home” by parents, 
teachers, and friends—all of 
who were trying to advise me 
as I decided whether or not to 
spend my high school years on 
this campus. What I’ve real-
ized, though, is that the idea 
has never really quite made 
sense to me. How can a place 
you’ve never been to before, 
that you know nothing about 
beyond brochures and rumors 
and reputation, feel like home? 
To me, home is somewhere you 
grow to love and care about, 
where you learn and laugh 
(and sometimes cry) with peo-
ple you come to know. At least, 
that’s the kind of home that 
Andover has become for me. 

The key word here, how-
ever, is “become.” The com-
fort I feel at Andover today 
didn’t exist right from the 
beginning, with the “vibe” I 
was promised I’d feel when 
I set foot on campus for the 
first time. Sure, as I walked 
around and listened to my 
tour guide share stories 

about her time here, I gazed 
in awe at the towering build-
ings, listened with curiosity 
at the expansive history of 
the school, and walked (in 
zig-zags, of course) across 
the vast, green lawns. But it 
didn’t feel like home then; in 
fact, I didn’t even know what 
“home” at Andover could feel 
like. I’ve lived in this town 
for almost a decade now, and 
I’ve probably driven down 
Main Street upwards of a 
couple thousand times. But 
walking through campus the 
first time, and for numerous 
months afterwards, I still felt 
like an outsider just driving 
past, peering into the com-
munity over the stone walls 
that line the Great Lawn. 
Andover just seemed so big 
and pristine compared to the 
schools I’d grown up in, and 
I could only imagine how lost 
I’d be on this campus and in 
this community. As I watched 
students march across the 
paths with such conviction 
and purpose, I struggled to 
picture myself here. How was 
I going to find my place? My 
people? My “thing”? 

In retrospect, I know this 
outlook was flawed—Ando-
ver isn’t about finding one 
niche, one community, or 
one anything. But that’s all 
my middle school self could 
imagine back then, and that’s 
what dictated my search for a 
“home” here, at least initial-
ly. Little did I know, though, 
I would in fact eventually 
begin to find my place at 
Andover. The journey 
wouldn’t be nearly as 
smooth or linear as I 
had imagined, but 
it would be guid-
ed by things that 
have since be-
come some of the most 
important parts of my life. 

My friends have made 
this place home—the ones I 
sit with in Lower Right for 
hours on end, sometimes im-
mersed in deep conversation 
about our futures and other 
times laughing till we cry 
over memories of past ad-
ventures; the acquaintances-
turned-best-friends I worked 
with in the newsroom, who 
made staying awake while the 
rest of campus slept more re-

warding and transformative 
than anyone outside of the 
paper can really understand; 
the ones who go on spontane-
ous drives with me—to ramen 
in Lowell, beaches at Pomps, 
and sometimes to no particu-
lar destination at all; the ones 
who seem to always know 
when I most need a check-in 
text. 

The adults on 
campus have made this 

place home—the ones who 
pick up frantic phone calls at 
midnight and never complain 
about my hour-long rants; 
the ones who encourage me 
to make my thesis riskier and 
my arguments bolder for the 
sake of writing a more in-
sightful essay; the ones who 
take me out to coffee just to 
catch up on life; the ones who 
greet me with abounding joy 
and excitement when I up-
date them with good news. 

The passions I’ve dis-
covered during my time at 

Andover have made this 
place home—the paper in 
your hands right now (or 
the article on your screen), 
which lent me a voice and 

taught me how to use 
it, which gave me purpose in 
a way that nothing else really 
has; piano, which I despised 
when I was younger but grew 
to appreciate amidst the fren-
zy of Andover life; the pool, 
which gave me teammates to 
sing with on long bus rides; 
tour guiding, which intro-
duced me to people from all 
around the world. 

Even the physical campus 
itself has made this place 
home—the once-intimidating 
stone walls that have since 
become the backdrop of many 
photos on the lawn; my favor-
ite seat in silent where I’ve 
spent impressive amounts 
of time procrastinating; the 
glowing indigo clock of Sam-
uel Phillips Hall that has fol-

lowed me during my nightly 
walk from the newsroom to 
my car; the bell tower that 
peeks out above the skyline to 
welcome me to campus every 
morning; the blue stacks of 
the O.W.H.L. that were once 
home to hundreds of books 
and even more free-period 
naps; the stone benches out-
side of Commons where I’ve 
had many meals and conver-
sations under a warm, albeit 
rare, New England sun. 

All of this isn’t to say that 
Andover is a flawless place; 
there are many things that I 
wish we could change about 
this school. But a perfect 
Andover wouldn’t be a real 

Andover, just as a perfect 
home wouldn’t be a real 
home. 

Graduating from An-
dover reminds me a lot 
of my departure from The 
Phillipian a few months 

ago: right when I feel like 
I’ve sort of figured things 

out—“sort of,” because you 
never fully do—it’s time to 
go. The comfort I’ve started 
to feel on this campus is also 
a sign to me that my time 
here is up. Andover is a home 
that marks a special moment 
in my journey and character-
izes specific milestones in my 
life. It has given me a com-
munity I know I can always 
count on. But it’s time for 
me to live and grow in a new 
place—one that won’t neces-
sarily feel like home when I 
first arrive, but might just as 
well become one over time. 
It seems like that’s the way 
things go: you’re not meant to 
be at home forever.

Helen He is a four-year Se-
nior from Andover, Mass.

HELEN HE

What Kind of Home?
M
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AH—THE PHILLIPIAN!  
Here’s what I remem-
ber about my years as 

advisor. 
I remember watching a 

magic act every Wednesday 
night. And in center stage we 
have, ta daaa, a big table lit-
tered with paper and food 
scraps and someone’s home-
work and someone’s backpack 
and coffee cups (with a film of 
green mold). The Commentary 
section would be arguing; a 
computer’s crashing (“What. 
Just. Happened?”); the photo 
team are in the corner; Sports/
News/Copy are telling Fea-
tures to TURN DOWN THE 
MUSIC; The Phillipian phone 
is ringing but no one knows 
where the phone is (or ever 
was); and the Editors-in-Chief 
look like they need some sun. 
And PRESTO – a newspaper! 
An award-winning scholastic 
newspaper.  

I remember that my first 
year as advisor, some The Phil-
lipian alumni despised me. 
Tom Lyons, the brilliant and 

venerated History teacher, 
had advised the paper for de-
cades only after each issue was 
published. He wasn’t in the 
Editors’ midst while they were 
putting out the paper, so what 
did I think I was doing? Bar-
bara Chase had asked me to be 
in the newsroom and advise 
before publication, so I said 
I would, but I had no inten-
tion of reading stories ahead 
of time, nor even necessar-
ily knowing what the Editors 
were working on. How I would 
actually do my job was a mys-
tery. 

Rescue came in the form of 
Paul Sonne ’03 and Clem Wood 
’04, the first Editors I worked 
with, who taught me how to 
stay out of their hair and 

still be helpful. I sat on a couch 
and blabbed away with advice 
in the abstract – ‘here’s what a 
journalist would do in the case 
of x, y, z irrelevant thing’—and 
when the Editors requested it, 
offered advice about their ac-
tual stories.  

And the advice was good, 
because experienced journal-
ists swooped in to help. Gary 
Lee ’74 from “The Washing-
ton Post,” was Jedi Sage Mas-
ter from day one. Andrew 
Gully (“Boston Herald”), Su-
san Greenberg (“Newsweek”), 
and Neil Fater (“The Ando-
ver Townsmen”) became co-
advisors. Rich Eisert ’84 even 
pitched in from NYC with pro 

bono legal advice when the 
stories got tricky.

I remember our mantra to 
the new board at every turn-
over: A journalist is careful, 
truthful, and fearless. The 
Phillipian is a rare treasure, 
more important than any one 
board; leave it in better shape 
than you found it. 

I remember that the Kayden 
family gave the paper a huge 
donation to make life better 
for the Editors; we used it for 
conferences, to buy fruit and 
baguettes from Whole Foods, 
and junk food and ice cream 
from CVS.

I remember the wars I had 
with my son Nate Scott ’05 
and his fellow Features Editor. 
Features contained gross stuff 
I didn’t think was funny. Fea-
tures was not inclined to take 
my advice.

I remember how every 
year, Sharon Kramer, from 
the Comptroller’s office, 
taught the new business Edi-
tors about the paper’s four 
different budgets – calen-
dar year, academic year, fis-
cal year, Phillipian turnover 
year. And I remember that 
the first time she showed me 
the four spreadsheets. I felt 
like I’d banged my head, and 
little cartoon birdies were 
circling. 

I remember when Greg 
Zorthian ’71 P’11 taught the 
Editors how to renegotiate 
their print contract. 

I remember when 
The Phillipian alum Dan 

Schwerin ’00 took the paper’s 
Editors on a night tour of 
Washington D.C., and they told 
each other stories about the 
stories they’d covered, the heat 
they’d taken, the scoops they’d 
nailed, and the pride they felt 
in telling Andover’s story every 
week.

I remember thinking these 
Editors must be bionic because 
they never failed to put out the 
paper, they didn’t sleep, and 
they earned Honors grades in 
their classes. 

I remember every devoted 
Editor up and down the mast-
head, every winner of The 
Phillipian award, and every 
rockstar Editor-in-Chief. 

I remember when “The Exo-
nian” bragged that their paper 
was the first student newspa-
per in the U.S., but “The Exo-
nian” way back then was a 
newsletter, not a newspaper, 
so The Phillipian was first. At 
least, this is how I remember 
the conversation going. This 
may not be entirely accurate. 

And, importantly, I remem-
ber when The Phillipian alum-
ni and parents raised enough 
money to endow it.

This is all to say that The 
Phillipian is the best. It’s hard 
to describe how grateful I am 
for my years at the paper. 

All the best to the paper’s 
current stellar advisors, Tracy 
Ainsworth and Neil Fater!

NINA SCOTT

Nina Scott is a retiring In-
structor in English. 
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My Experiences with The Phillipian

...right when I feel like 
I’ve sort of figured things 
out— “sort of,” because 
you never fully do— it’s 

time to go.

The comfort I feel at 
Andover today didn’t 
exist right from the 
beginning, with the 

“vibe” I was promised I’d 
feel when I set foot on 

campus for the first time.
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ON A RECENT SUNDAY 
morning, I lugged a loan-
er cello out of our living 

room in Phelps House over to 
Graves Hall for the first rehearsal 
of the super-secret faculty band. 
Lilia Cai-Hurteau, Instructor 
in Chinese, had organized the 
event and Derek Jacoby, Instruc-
tor in Music, had arranged a fa-
miliar piece of music for us. We 
were getting ready for our big 
reveal in the “talent” show All-
School Meeting in a few weeks. 
I could tell that my anxiety level 
was a bit higher than usual. I was 
definitely outside any comfort 
zone I could recognize.

I had been practicing that 
morning on my own in Phelps 
House. It wasn’t going all that 
well.  You see, I haven’t played 
the cello much since high 
school; what’s worse, I wasn’t 
all that good back then, either.  
Some of the fingering in Mr. 
Jacoby’s arrangement struck 
me as unfamiliar.  My family 

members were laughing from 
the kitchen at the sounds I was 
making a few rooms away.

Because I was a bit anxious, 
I was the first to arrive in the 
Pfatteicher Room for rehears-
al.  I knew my anxiety had to 
do with being exposed as “not 
good” at something in front of 
my colleagues and then, in a 
few weeks, in front of all of you.  
My anxiety hit its high point 
as Mr. Jacoby raised his right 
hand over the piano to say, 
“Let’s just try it from the top!”

And then the magical thing 
happened. I started in, the 
lone cello and one of just three 
stringed instruments, alone in 
my part, and it sounded much 
better than I anticipated.  Ev-
eryone played with gusto and 
made a lot of noise, and some-
how my poor cello-playing 
skills just blended into the 
greater skill of the saxophones 
(blessedly louder than the cel-
lo), accordion, tuba, recorder, 
and everyone else. The sound 
was not ideal—I’m definitely 
not bragging here, humble-
brag or otherwise—but it was 
a world of difference from the 
sound I was making on my own 
in the living room. 

After rehearsal, I couldn’t 
get this experience out of my 
head. On my own, sight-read-
ing a new part, I was just ter-
rible. The sound was probably 
hard even on our family dog, 
Guthrie, who is very sweet and 
rarely complains. But in an en-
semble, a few minutes later, 
the sound was so much better. 
What gives?

I realized that several fac-
tors were at play. One is that we 
rely on other people. When a 
member of an ensemble hears 
the piano start in, we all tune 
to the relevant note.  We watch 
the conductor or listen for the 
timpani to get the beat. We 
harmonize with the other in-
struments to stay in the right 
key or to switch to a new key. 
When we have the melody, 
we sit a little taller, focus a bit 
more, knowing the spotlight is 
on us. Somehow, the experi-
ence is completely different in 

the group.
The same is true, no doubt, 

in many other endeavors in life 
and at Andover. I spent much 
more time singing as a child 
and through college than I had 
playing cello. I was a mediocre 
(at best) soloist, first as a boy 
soprano and then as a tenor as 
a grown up.  But I was a much 
better blender in an ensemble, 
whether in an a cappella group, 
a chamber choir, or a large-
scale chorus.  The same dy-
namic was at play, at least for 
me, in a choral setting as in the 
orchestral setting.  I imagine 
those who spend a lot of time in 
dance, the theater, comedy, and 
other group artistic endeavors 
experience the same thing.  I 
certainly experienced some-
thing similar with group sports 
teams growing up, too.

One of these key questions 
we all have to answer in life: 
how do we handle our own im-
perfections and the imperfec-
tions of others, especially in an 
environment that prizes excel-
lence in virtually every arena?  

There are a bunch of ways 
to answer the prompt.  One 
answer is that it’s okay to do 
something that you’re not good 
at.  In fact, I think it’s actu-
ally incredibly important to 
do some things that you’re not 
good at—ideally, things that are 
fun and give joy one way or an-
other, while also sparking hu-
mility in oneself.  My cello ex-

ample is a trivial one. I am not 
a good cellist. Unless I practice 
a lot later in life, I never will be 
a good cellist (growth mindset, 
John, growth mindset!); and 
that doesn’t really matter.  

Another answer is that when 
you do something together 
with others rather than solo, 
it feels better, it sounds better, 
and you even do it better when 
you have others to riff off of.

Another answer, in some 
ways the best of the answers, is 
a harder one to summon some 
days: that’s to be supportive of 
one another when we are not at 
our best. Yes, we need rules and 
standards and to hold one an-
other accountable for the ways 
in which we all come up short.  
A school can’t run without that 
accountability. We also should 
be deeply forgiving where we 
can, understanding the human 
failings and weaknesses that 
accompany the extraordinary 
strengths of friends and peers. 
We should refrain from judg-
ing ourselves and our peers at 
every moment, resisting the 
urge to hold ourselves and oth-
ers always to impossibly high 
standards.  

As I prepare to leave my post 
as Head of School, I will take 
many lessons with me. The 
most important of those lessons 
have to do with the dynamics of 
a large and diverse community 
of adults and students. We are 
not a perfect community; not 
one of us is perfect as an indi-
vidual.  As Head of School, one 
sees a lot of wonderful acts and 
also gets involved in some of 
the toughest moments.  I know 
that members of this commu-
nity have caused one another 
pain. I’m sure that’s true of any 
high school. I will remember 
these challenges for sure.

Above all, though, I’ll re-
member the kindnesses I’ve 
observed at Andover. I will re-
member the group of girls on 
a championship cross-coun-
try team a few years ago who 
slowed down together near 
the finish line of a meet so that 
they could join hands together 
in crossing the finish line at 

precisely the same moment 
(yes, all of them still ahead of 
the other team’s runners, but 
slower than the time for the 
fastest of the Andover runners).  
I will remember the new Low-
ers who picked up trash on the 
Great Lawn when they didn’t 
think anyone was looking af-
ter a senior vista walk.  I will 
remember the students who 
came to tell me about the in-
credible kindness and support 
a dorm mate had shown them 
in their lowest moments at An-
dover. I will remember the staff 
person who supported a stu-
dent who needed it by taking 
them into their home and the 
faculty member who enabled 
another colleague to make it 
through a family crisis. There 
are too many stories to recount, 
and most of them don’t belong 
in print in The Phillipian.  

No one goes through Ando-
ver alone. We are the Big Blue. 
There is great power in com-
munity that exists in no one 
of us individually.  I close this 
year of gratitude, and my time 
as 15th Head of School, with 
a heart full of thanks for all 
those students, faculty, staff, 
and alumni who have made 
Andover such an enduring and 
strong community over these 
past seven years.

John Palfrey is the 15th 
Head of School of Phillips 
Academy.

JOHN PALFREY

Playing Well with Others
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WELCOME (AND FOR 
many of you, wel-
come back) to Phil-

lips Academy. Over the summer, 
my family—Catherine, Jack, 
Emeline and I—have settled in at 
Phelps House. And, like many of 
you who are new, we are begin-
ning to get our bearings here on 
campus and in downtown Ando-
ver.

I couldn’t be more excited 
about the start of the school 
year and all that lies ahead of 
us, together.

But first, I feel I owe you an 
explanation for why I’m here 
at Andover with all of you. This 
is the question I’ve been been 
asked most often, starting with 
the search committee a year 
ago, and continuing up to today, 
as I’ve walked around campus 
and had conversations with 
members of this community.

To me, this question—why 
am I here, at Andover?—seems 

unnecessary. The answer 
seems self-evident: what an 
amazing place to work, what an 
amazing group of colleagues, 
what an amazing opportunity 
to share a campus with some 
of the world’s most remarkable 
young people at a crucial stage 
in your development.

But that answer, having of-
fered it many times now, sounds 
insufficient to some people: too 
glib, too offhand, not weighty 
enough. I tend to get follow-up 
questions: why would you give 
up a tenured professorship to 
become a head of school, even 
at this great institution? Among 
other things, these two jobs—a 
university professorship in law 
and the head of an independent 
school—are not, at first blush, 
all that similar to one another. 

I’ve been thinking harder 
about my answer over the past 
10 months. That short answer 
still resonates, to me anyway. 
But there’s more to it: it is true 
that I have left a job and a com-

munity I loved and where I 
could easily have spent my en-
tire professional career in ful-
filling ways. 

The deeper answer “why” 
hinges on three things. First, 
and most important, the values 
of this institution. Second, the 
role of the Head of School here. 
And third, the commitment of 
this school to the application 
of its core values to the current 
day, to the task at hand, of edu-
cating the youth of this genera-
tion. 

First, the values of the insti-
tution. Without a doubt, excel-
lence in teaching and learning 
is a core part of the culture of 
this school. We are all here 
because of this shared com-
mitment to excellence. But ex-
cellence in academics alone is 
plainly insufficient. From my 
perspective, Andover funda-
mentally has the right set of 
values, seared into the fabric of 
the institution from the very be-
ginning. These values have per-
sisted—and frankly, even gotten 
better, at least in the way that 
they are practiced—over 234 
years. These values—by which 
I mean, in particular: Non Sibi, 
youth from every quarter and 
knowledge and goodness—are 
of personal importance to me.

Of these three, Non Sibi has 
the strongest hold on me. It 
turns out that I have carried 
Non Sibi with me more than 
any other aspect of my educa-
tion. I have found myself, on 
most of the days of my working 
career, walking to work, think-
ing about Non Sibi. That may 
sound crazy or trite, but it hap-
pens to be true. These princi-
ples, and Non Sibi in particular, 
are central to the person I as-
pire to be. When I reflected on 

the possibility of having a job 
where I could walk to work—a 
very short walk, as it turns out, 
of about six minutes, if I take 
my time, from Phelps House to 
GW—to a job where I am called 
upon to make good on these 
very principles, the choice did 
not seem all that hard.

Second, the job and the role. 
I see the Head of School’s job as 
fundamentally a teacher’s job—
the lead teacher of a prominent 
academic institution.

The job today is far different 
than when Eliphalet Pearson 
convened a school of 13 stu-
dents in 1778. The job involves 
being the chief executive of a 
$100 million dollar-per-year 
non-profit institution known 
around the world. I am attract-
ed to this administrative job—
to lead a devoted, talented team 
of staff in the careful steward-
ship of this academy, to lead an 
enterprise that must stand the 
test of time. As Andover’s chief 
executive, I aspire to work with 
the Trustees and administra-
tion to ensure that this school 
is the best place to live, to work 
and to learn that we can make 
it.

While this job includes chief 
executive responsibilities, at its 
core, this is not a CEO’s job. It is 
a teacher’s job. I can think of no 
higher calling, right now, at this 
moment in history, than to be in 
the job of a teacher—whether 
or not a “lead” teacher—of an 
institution as extraordinary as 
this one and where we have the 
responsibility for 1,100 diverse, 
talented, highly promising stu-
dents.

And what better place to 
focus on the present and the 
future of secondary educa-
tion, than at Phillips Academy? 

This school is, and has been 
for a long time, at or near the 
absolute top of its profession, 
anywhere in the world. This is 
a school that has and will edu-
cate our young people—in their 
minds and their morals—as 
well, if not better, than any oth-
er comparable institution. That 
is an awesome fact.

Third, a commitment to con-
tinuous innovation. One thing 
I love already about Phillips 
Academy is how little com-
placency I’ve picked up on. 
I’ve heard no one say that we 
should merely accept that this 
place does an excellent job at 
educating kids, that our core 
principles are the right ones to 
guide our work, and we merely 
need to put one foot in front of 
the other from here on out. I’ve 
sensed quite the opposite. I’ve 
sensed a commitment to inno-
vation—and a reexamination of 
principles and practices—that 
is electrifying.

The commitment of every 
member of this community to 
the education of the “whole 
child”—through what they 
learn in the dorms, through 
community service work, on 
the playing fields, in the music 
building and in every sort of 
classroom—always has set the 
PA experience apart, and will 
continue to do so in innovative 
and life-changing ways.

This school has not and will 
not rest on its laurels.

That’s why I’m here. I sus-
pect that’s part of why you are 
here too. Let’s make it a great 
year together.

Editor’s Note: This article 
originally ran on September 14, 
2012. 

Why I Chose Andover in 500 Words (or More)
JOHN PALFREY
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This photo was originally printed alongside this article in September 2012, 
when John Palfrey first arrived on campus. 

No one goes through 
Andover alone. We are 

the Big Blue. There 
is great power in 

community that exists in 
no one of us individually.

One of these key 
questions we all have 
to answer in life: how 
do we handle our own 

imperfections and 
the imperfections of 

others, especially in an 
environment that prizes 
excellence in virtually 

every arena?

We also should be 
deeply forgiving where 
we can, understanding 

the human failings 
and weaknesses 

that accompany the 
extraordinary strengths 

of friends and peers.



B10 Commentary T h e  P h i l l i p i a n June 2, 2019

Mr. Palfrey’s Time at Andover

“The Phillips Academy Board of Trustees an-
nounced the appointment of John G. Palfrey, Jr. as 
Phillips Academy’s 15th Head of School on Mon-
day, November 14. The Phillips Academy com-
munity received an email Monday morning from 
Tracy Sweet, Director of Academy Communica-
tion, containing a letter from Oscar L. Tang ’56, 
President of the Board of Trustees, and Peter 
Currie ’74, President- elect and Chair of the Head 
of School Search Committee, that announced Pal-
frey’s appointment and outlined his background.”

- The Phillipian, vol. CXXXIV, No. 21

November 14, 2011 - John Palfrey Named 
Next Head of School 

M.Liu/the phillipian

M.Liu/the phillipian

“I think that one of things that is 
so interesting about this institu-
tion in its 334 years is that idea of 
being a private school with public 
purpose. The Non Sibi notion and 
‘knowledge without goodness’ are 
clustering together around the 
concept that there is more to this 
than what is going on right here on 
campus.”

- Palfrey, quoted in The Phillip-
ian, Commencement vol. CXXXV

June 3, 2012 - Thoughts on Non Sibi

September 14, 2012 - Why Palfrey Chose Andover

S. Diekema/the phillipian

“One thing I love already about Phillips 
Academy is how little complacency I’ve picked 
up on. I’ve heard no one say that we should 
merely accept that this place does an excellent 
job at educating kids, that our core principles 
are the right ones to guide our work, and we 
merely need to put one foot in front of the 
other from here on out. I’ve sensed quite the 
opposite. I’ve sensed a commitment to inno-
vation—and a reexamination of principles and 
practices—that is electrifying.” 

- Palfrey in his first Phillipian Commentary 
article, vol. CXXXV, No. 15

September 23, 2012 - Investiture

S. Diekema/the phillipian

“With the symbolic handover of Eliphalet 
Pearson’s gavel from former Head of School 
Barbara Chase, John Palfrey formally accept-
ed his responsibility as Head of School of Phil-
lips Academy during his Investiture last Sun-
day afternoon... Palfrey outlined three key 
goals for his tenure: providing “youth from 
every quarter” access to the best education 
the school can provide, establishing the “sur-
est foundation” for such education and creat-
ing connections that reach far beyond the An-
dover campus.”

- The Phillipian, vol. CXXXV, No. 17Febuary 4, 2013 - Palfrey’s First H.O.S.D.

S. Diekema/the phillipian

“Cheers of delight erupted in Paresky 
Commons on Monday evening, as Head of 
School John Palfrey waved his squash rac-
quet to announce his first Head of School 
Day at Andover.”

-The Phillipian, vol. CXXXVI, No. 1

“Palfrey waved his squash racquet in-
stead of the blue field hockey stick that 
Barbara Chase, former Head of School, 
used to declare a day of rest for students 
and faculty.”

- The Phillipian, vol. CXXXVI, No. 1

September 9, 2015 - Appointed Head of 
Boston Public Library Search Committee

“Boston’s Mayor, Martin J. Walsh, appointed Head of School John Pal-
frey as the head of the Boston Public Library’s presidential search com-
mittee last Wednesday.”

-The Phillipian, vol. CXXXVIII, No. 17

“It’s a huge honor, and it’s one of the most important cultural institu-
tions in the country. I feel like this is a way I could do ‘Non Sibi’ service 
while doing good at my day job. It’s time-limited, and I am not signing up 
for a new job; I am just helping to run the process.” 

- Palfrey, quoted in The Phillipian, vol. CXXXVIII, No. 17

October 2015 - Start of Annual Sleep Challenge

“I thought that now would be a great time to focus on [stu-
dents’] well-being and also on focusing on myself and making 
sure that I get enough sleep. This competition just has to do 
with our emphasis on well-being and the fact that I believe 
that excellence in academics and other aspects of life can be 
consistent with getting enough sleep.”

- The Phillipian, vol. CXXXVIII, No. 19

February 2017 - All-Gender Housing Proposal Passed

“After almost two years of planning and discussion, the student-
driven proposal to provide all-gender housing at Andover was 
approved for implementation in the 2017-2018 school year by the 
Phillips Academy Board of Trustees.”

-The Phillipian, vol. CXL, No. 4

“This decision is completely consistent with our efforts to sup-
port all our students equitably and to create an inclusive commu-
nity. We want all Andover students to feel welcome, known, val-
ued, and at home in our community. We have had transgendered 
students on our campus for a number of years and we have always 
sought to provide the best environment we can for everyone.”

- Palfrey, in an email to The Phillipian, vol. CXL, No. 4
September 2017 - Knowledge and Goodness 
Campaign Launched

“The campaign has already affected students in lots of ways. 
[It] has already raised 140 million dollars, so that money is al-
ready at work… The biggest single piece is always financial aid 
in Andover’s efforts in terms of fundraising. The reason is to 
sustain need-blind admissions… The financial sustainability of 
need-blind is a really big question always… I think [remaining a 
need-blind institution] is the most important in terms of setting 
Andover apart.”

- Palfrey, quoted in The Phillipian, vol. CXL, No. 17

January 2019 - Biannual “Born Digital” 
Social Media Survey Released for 2019

“Every two years, Head of School John Palfrey releases a survey to 
the student body about its use of digital devices and the Internet. Ac-
cording to Palfrey, the aim of this survey is not only to develop his re-
search of the digital age, but also to gain a deeper understanding of the 
student body.”

- The Phillipian, vol. CXLI, No. 29

“I also hope that this will be a way in which we can continue the con-
versation about the ways in which technology can help education and 
the ways in which it can hinder your learning.”

- Palfrey, quoted in The Phillipian, vol. CXLI, No. 29

M.Zhang/the phillipian

Febuary 11, 2019 - Palfrey’s Final H.O.S.D.

“This year, H.O.S.D. fell on Monday, February 
11, the first time Head of School John Palfrey has 
ever announced it on Sunday night.”

- The Phillipian, vol. CXLII, No. 3

“I love the whole thing, for sure, for sure. I 
mean obviously the moment when you go into 
Paresky Commons and the students are there 
and they’re excited and I get to raise the racquet, 
of course, that’s the best part in an immediate 
moment, but I do think the anticipation actually 
is an important part of it because I think people 
enjoy just thinking of it,’ said Palfrey.”

- Palfrey quoted in The Phillipian, vol. CXLII, 

March 4, 2019 - Palfrey Announces Departure
“John Palfrey will step down from his position as the 15th Head of 

School at the end of the 2018- 2019 school year. Following his seven-
year tenure, Palfrey will take on a new role as the sixth president of the 
John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation, a private non-profit 
organization based in Chicago. His presidency will begin September 1, 
2019.”

- The Phillipian, vol. CXLII, No. 5

“I have loved my time here, and I have continued to love being Head 
of School, so this is not something where I have been trying to leave, 
but this was an opportunity that came up this winter… it was actually a 
relatively short timeline and something where I felt like this was a way 
in which I could accomplish more good in the world, and I look forward 
to that, but I will very much miss being Head of School at Andover.”

- Palfrey, quoted in The Phillipian, vol. CXLII, No. 5March 27, 2019 - Palfrey Speaks at ASM

“When I came to Andover, the thing that moved 
me the most...was [what] it was a chance every-
day to walk across that street to work on Non Sibi. 
That was what, in my heart, moved me to take this 
job: the idea—not to be the most important person 
in your lives, not to be your best teacher—but to 
be somebody who upheld Non Sibi in our life. And 
when this past year, the opportunity to do that at 
the scale that the MacArthur Foundation could do, 
it felt like the [right] thing to do.”

- Palfery at ASM, The Phillipian, vol. CXLII, No. 6

June 2, 2019 - Last Commencement

Palfrey will attend his last Commencement 
as Head of School on June 2, 2019. He will 
speak to graduating students and announce 
the names of students as they recieve their 
diplomas. 
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“All Roads Lead Back to Andover”: Nina Scott Retires 
After Nearly Three Decades of Teaching.

For Nina Scott, Instructor in 
English, the best parts of Andover 
are the students she meets. After 
teaching at Andover for nearly 
three decades, Scott will be retir-
ing at the end of this year. Scott 
has taught numerous English 
courses, served as The Phillipian’s 
first faculty advisor, and grown a 
new family of her own during her 
time at Andover. 

According to Scott, English 
200 is her favorite course, but she 
has taught English 300 as well 
as a number of different Senior 
electives including “Journalism,” 
“The Personal Essay,” “Adven-
tures and Explorers Literature” 
and “Women Writers in Reflec-
tion,” among others. 

Annie Lord ’19 has been in 
Scott’s classes for a total of four 
terms, having taken two terms of 
English 200 with her her Lower 
year as well as two Senior elec-
tives this year. Lord likened her to 
a “ball of energy.” 

“From the very first day of 
class, I just absolutely loved Ms. 
Scott. She walked in, and she was 
just this ball of energy. She was so 
enthusiastic,” said Lord.

Prior to her work at Andover, 
Scott worked professionally as 
a journalist in North Carolina 
and New York City, where she 
covered a number of different 
journalistic “beats.” She has also 
been a freelance writer and has 
had her work published in “The 
New York Times,” “Newsweek,” 

“Connecticut Magazine,” “Ladies 
Home Journal”, and “Playboy 
Magazine.” Scott had also written 
for “The Andover Bulletin” and 
the Andover Admissions Cata-
logue before being asked to teach 
English.

As a teacher, Lord said that 
Scott stresses authenticity and 
voice in writing. 

“I can see how much of my 
writing is influenced by her, and I 
think she really helped me figure 
out my own voice...She’s just put 
such an emphasis on authenticity 
all the way along, and so I’d say 
that’s the number one thing I’ve 
learned from her,” said Lord. 

Scott was also the first faculty 
advisor to The Phillipian in re-
cent history, a new “radical” role 
which some students had reser-
vations about. She held the posi-
tion for 12 years until 2015.

“It was so radical at the time to 
have an advisor who was physi-
cally down in the newsroom...Of 
course, the student[s]...were in-
dependent, and had been, always, 
and the school had always adver-
tised that they were...The Head of 
School at the time, Barbara Chase, 
thought if there’s an advisor avail-
able to the students when they’re 
working sensitive or hard stories, 
that they could have that person 
right there that might help solve 
some of the problems,” said Scott. 

Scott is grateful for the Editors 
she was able to work with during 
her tenure there, including Paul 
Sonne ’03 and Clem Wood ’04, 
the first two Editors-in-Chiefs 
that she worked with. 

Scott recalled a time that 

Wood, then Editor-in-Chief, 
had to handle a tense situation 
regarding a student who came 
down to the newsroom protesting 
an article that was to be printed. 

“This kid came down in the 
newsroom, and he picked up one 
the chairs and he threw it across 
the room. And Clem stood abso-
lutely still with his hands by his 
sides, didn’t even cross his arms 
or stick his hands in his pock-
et. He just stood absolutely still. 
He was tall, sort of slim. And he 
said, ‘We’re going to publish. And 
there’s the door.’ I mean, he just 
wasn’t intimidated. That was in-
credible.”

Scott continued, “You know, 
the experience just became more 
and more fabulous over time with 
the most amazing, courageous, 
smart, careful, journalists, young 
journalists making their way 
through the ranks.”

In her last few years working 
with The Phillipian, Scott guided 
the paper through the endow-
ment process in order to fund the 
paper in perpetuity.

“As my swan song, I helped 
several boards work through a 
proposal to bring to the Head of 
School and the trustees to create 
an endowment to keep the pa-
per independent in perpetuity…
[People] stepped up with time 
and attention and money and 
communications and raised three 
quarters of a million dollars in a 
week,” said Scott.

Scott expressed her love for 
her students and how they make 
her work enjoyable. When asked 
about what her favorite part of 

her job was, Scott answered that 
it was unequivocally her students, 
“beginning, middle and end.” 

She spoke to the attitude and 
the spirit of Andover students 
and how they inspire and remem-
ber her, even as graduates.

“It’s always been my students. 
When I go out in the world, and 
people say, ‘Oh, that’s so impres-
sive, you teach at Andover.’ And 
I think, ‘You’re so hoodwinked! 
You have no idea how easy it is, 
because of how brilliant the kids 
are,’” said Scott. 

Scott continued, “[I love] the 
alums who don’t forget you. They 
write you notes and letters. I have 
them tacked up on my bulletin 
board, all these notes from my 
students, a term or a year or 10 
years later. It’s really something.”

Angel Cleare ’19, a former stu-
dent of Scott’s, expressed how 
Scott’s energy and enthusiasm as 
well as her sense of fun enhanced 
her learning experience in her 
classes. 

“She’s just very energetic in all 
of her classes..This term, we went 
on a walk with her just around be-
cause she’s always talking about 
how, especially for writing, it’s 
really important to observe, so we 
went on a walk around campus 
and just looked at things...She has 
a lot of energy, and hopefully that 
energy stays when she leaves,” 
said Cleare.

There are a number of things 
that Scott will miss about Ando-
ver, most of all her students. How-
ever, in addition to the people, 
Scott cherishes her surroundings, 
expressing appreciation for how 

she is surrounded by “exquisite 
beauty” every day.

“[I will miss] the treasures 
here: the oak tree, the Bell Tower, 
the hawk on the Bell Tower, the 
paths and the [Cochran Wildlife 
Sanctuary.] The sounds that you 
hear coming out of the chapel 
when kids are rehearsing...and 
then the ball games going on, you 
hear the cheers or the kids calling 
to each other. Five hundred acres 
of exquisite beauty designed by 
the world’s most brilliant land-
scape architects and, you know, 
I’m in Oliver Wendell Holmes’ 
library. Please, give me a break! It 
doesn’t get more exquisite. I have 
for a little while longer and had 
the best job in the world,” said 
Scott. 

ZACH MOYNIHAN

FAREWELLS 2018
The Phillipian bids ‘goodbye’ and honors retiring faculty and staff

T.WEI/THEPHILLIPIAN

“Life Doesn’t Get Better Than This”: Kathryn Birecki Retires 
After 35 Years at Andover

Kathryn Birecki, Instructor in 
Physical Education and Athletic 
Trainer, wiped the bloodied face 
of Becky Dowling Calder ’94, An-
dover Girls Soccer Captain, and 
rallied her back into the 1994 Nep-
sac championship game. Andover 
went on to win that game, one of 
the multitude championships Bi-
recki attended during her tenure as 
an athletic trainer.

After 35 years of service to the 
Andover community, Birecki re-
tired in 2019. Lisa Buckley, Ath-
letic Department Office Manag-
er, worked closely with Birecki 
through their 20 years of partner-
ship. Buckley recalled a notable 
phrase the Birecki would often say 
during their time together. 

Buckley said, “I just have ob-
served that she was a big presence 
on campus with anyone that need-
ed someone to talk to. She would 
talk to everyone, listen to people. 
She was an open ear, and I thought 
that was really awesome...She’s 
very kind, very giving, always had 
a smile on her face...I’d go, ‘Hi Ms. 
Birecki, how are you doing today?’ 
‘Life doesn’t get better than this.’ 
She said that all the time.”

Although her parents wanted 
her to pursue nursing, Birecki fell 
in love with athletic training after 
witnessing the job in action. For 
Birecki, her passion, coupled with 
her love of athletics, has made ev-
erything worth it. 

Birecki said, “[W]hen I got in 
and saw what athletic trainers re-
ally did, I was amazed, and it just 
made me soar. It was so much fun...
Even though it may be raining and 
freezing, I am happy to be out there 
watching and taking care of kids 
that need to be.”

According to Michael Kuta, 
Head Athletic Trainer and Instruc-
tor in Athletics, Birecki came to An-
dover in 1984 as a leader in athletic 
training, a field heavily dominated 
by men at the time. Kuta remarked 
that Birecki assumed a role even 
beyond athletic training after her 
arrival. 

“We first met in 1984 after my 
second full year here, and she came 
as a candidate from Central Con-
necticut State, and we knew right 
away she was the person we were 
going to hire. She’d fit right in, and 
she was a leader in her field at a 
young age, especially for a wom-
an in a field like athletic training 

(which is now pretty much a field 
that now has more women than 
men, but at that time, it was not the 
case). So she was a terrific [addi-
tion] to our athletic training staff, 
but more importantly a terrific 
addition to our community,” said 
Kuta. 

In addition to her position as 
an athletic trainer, Birecki has also 
served as an Instructor in Physical 
Education. Birecki’s favorite part of 
this role was watching her students 
overcome their fears and jump off 
the diving board.

“They climb up the ladder, and 
they jump, and they land in the 
pool… That is the best thing, and 
I use it because kids say, ‘Oh, I’m 
never going to do this.’ But you’re 
going to go to somebody’s party, 
you’re going to go on somebody’s 
boat. You’re going to need to learn 
how to swim and know that when 
you go down, you come up,” said 
Birecki. 

From 1998 to 2005, Birecki 
served as Cluster Dean of West 
Quad North. During this time, she 
enjoyed watching students learn 
from their mistakes, an experience 
she believes is essential for person-
al growth.

“[Being a dean] was a great thing 
that I really enjoyed doing because 
when kids do things that are not 
great, it doesn’t make [them] a bad 
person at all. It makes you actual-
ly a really good person if you learn 
from that. So I’ve had a lot of kids in 
my time, sitting in the living room 
and talking with kids, and talking 
with parents, and letting everybody 
know that sometimes you don’t 
grow unless you make mistakes. 

You have to trip a little bit,” said Bi-
recki. 

Kate Dolan, Instructor in Athlet-
ics, has worked with Birecki for 30 
years. Dolan expressed her admira-
tion for Birecki’s widespread acts of 
kindness toward members of the 
community.

“Since the first day I met her, 
Kathy has always been the person 
who puts others before herself—
whether it was a student, a col-
league or a friend, she would drop 
everything and do whatever she 
could to help another person. For 
example, after every snow storm 
she would bake banana bread or 
some other kind of treat as a thank 
you for the OPP plowing crew. 
Storm after storm, year after year, 
she did that—that’s simply who 
she is—kind hearted, generous 
and thoughtful,” wrote Dolan in an 
email to The Phillipian.

Birecki served as a mentor to 
Karen Kennedy, Assistant Athletic 
Director and Instructor in Athlet-
ics, who arrived at Andover in 1985, 
one year after Birecki. Since then, 
Kennedy has witnessed Birecki 
step into her role as a mentor for 
generations of Andover students. 

“The kids, when they come 
back, they always look for Ms. Bi-
recki. They want to make sure that 
they find her. As she retires, she had 
to pick someone to speak for her at 
that last All-School Meeting, and 
[the Seniors] were jumping over 
each other to try to talk about her. 
So I know that through the years, 
the kids that have gone through 
and have been under her guide for 
a year in the dorm just absolutely 
love her,” said Kennedy.

Birecki has been a house coun-
selor in five different dorms, includ-
ing Newman House, where Matt 
Cline ’19 lived during his Lower 
Year. Cline expressed his appreci-
ation for Birecki’s guiding presence 
both in and out of the dorm.

“She is a really maternal figure, 
and I know that she knows that and 
prides herself on it...There was nev-
er the feeling that she didn’t want to 
be bothered, that she wanted to be 
left alone. She was always around 
and available, and for me coming 
into the school as a new Lower and 
being really far from home, and I 
think for everybody in Newman, 
that was exactly what we needed,” 
said Cline.  

Cline continued, “I owe her so 
much, and I’m so thankful to her, 
and I think my Andover career 
would look so different if I hadn’t 
been with her that first year...I can 
always be honest with her and 
straight up with her, and she’s al-
ways the same with me. And I think 
that mutual respect is what makes 
her the best house counselor I 
think this school has ever seen.” 

Kennedy noted that Birecki’s 
presence on campus reached adults 
and students alike. Though Birec-
ki may be retiring, Kennedy finds 
comfort in the fact that she can still 
reach her.

“She not only mothered the 
children, she mothered everybody 
here, adults as well, and people 
would come and seek her out for 
advice. That will be sorely missed 
for a long time. We all now have 
shoes to fill to be giving advice be-
cause she’s not here. She’s a phone 
call away, though,” said Kennedy. 

ZACH MOYNIHAN
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The Andover community gath-
ered during the last All-School 
Meeting (ASM) for a celebration 
of teaching, where students com-
memorated the careers of three 
retiring faculty members: Kathryn 
Birecki, Instructor and Physical 
Education Trainer; Leon Modeste, 
Director of Athletics, and Nini 
Scott, Instructor in English. Ad-
ditionally, students paid tribute to 
Head of School John Palfrey, who 
will leave Andover at the end of the 
school year.

During the ASM, held on 
Wednesday, Max Levi ’19, Ricardo 
Hernandez ’19, Isabella Morona ’19, 
and Annie Lord ’19 gave speeches 
dedicated to each retiring facul-
ty. Each story and experience that 
the students highlighted served to 
honor the faculty members’ lega-
cies at Andover.

In his speech for Birecki, Levi 
described how she was akin to a 
second mother for him and other 
students during his Lower year in 
Newman House. Levi spoke to how 
she exhibited kindness through 
preparing homemade meals on 

Sundays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays 
for the students, as well as how she 
helped everyone adapt to Andover. 
Levi shared a specific personal an-
ecdote that he believes exemplifies 
Birecki’s character.

“In the first week [of Lower 
year], Mrs. Birecki announced that 
we were going to have a fire drill. 
She sent us all to our rooms while 
she proceeded to set off an alarm in 
the basement to signify a drill, but 
not to actually send in the police or 
the fire trucks. Since the alarm was 
not very loud, Mrs. Birecki asked 
[Nacho Hidalgo ’19], who lived on 
the bottom floor, to get us at the 
second floor. As Nacho proceeded 
upstairs, he confused the direc-
tions, and instead pulled the real 
fire alarm,” said Levi. 

He continued, “[As] sirens were 
blaring in our ears, in addition to the 
onslaught of flashing lights, within 
five minutes there was a swarm of 
vehicles outside. Despite Nacho 
not understanding a fire drill, Mrs 
Birecki remained calm, cheerful, 
and without hesitation since we 
were all freaking out, [said] ‘We do 
not worry in Newman House.’”

Hernandez dedicated his speech 
to Modeste, his Andover Football 

and Boys JV Lacrosse coach. Ac-
cording to Hernandez, Modeste 
instilled in his players the Non-Sibi 
qualities of selflessness, hard work, 
and perseverance. 

Hernandez said, “[Modeste] 
made sure that we made the foot-
ball team a family, and a communi-
ty, which we should always come 
back to. He told us that at the end of 
the day, we weren’t playing for our-
selves. We were playing for each 
other. We are all men and brothers, 
comrades trying to reach the same 
goal. We were also playing for the 
greater Andover football family—
all the people who were the same 
jersey before us.”

In Morona’s speech, she stressed 
how Scott made everyone feel wel-
come in her Journalism class, re-
gardless of past experience.

“Regardless of our own back-
grounds, she communicated with 
us individually, assured us that she 
had faith in our abilities, and per-
haps most importantly, encouraged 
us to be bold and take risks as we 
explored different genres of writ-
ing and writing strategies,” said 
Morona. 

Lord, who took Scott’s En-
glish-200, Journalism, and Person-

al Essay classes, thanked her for all 
the wisdom she disseminated to 
her students. 

“The first thing Ms. Scott ever 
taught me was how to write a 
proper thank you note. Because, 
as she put it then, feeling genuine 
gratitude is important. Ms. Scott, 
I would like to say thank you. 
Thank you for your relentless en-
ergy. Thank you for waking up a 
room of sleepy students with your 
lively hellos and hysterical story-
telling. Thank you for pushing me 
to always be the best writer I can 
be, and when I’m not, thank you 
for giving me the opportunity to 
go back to the drawing board, to 
start over, to rewrite. Thank you for 
showing me how important it is to 
ponder the roles that we each play 
in shaping this world as journalists, 
humans, citizens, and storytellers,” 
said Lord. 

Following the students’ farewell 
messages to retiring faculty, the 
Andover community also watched 
a surprise video for Palfrey that 
contained student testimonials 
about his dedication, work ethic, 
and Non Sibi spirit. After the video, 
Palfrey spoke on his leaving, giving 
thanks to the faculty and the stu-

dents. 
“[To] those who retire today af-

ter long and industrious and won-
derful careers, you stand for the 
best for this noble profession, this 
honorable profession. I hope that 
all of you, as you think about what 
you might do with your lives, think 
about this—think about the legacy 
and the effect of these three peo-
ple. And to all our colleagues, thank 
you for being the most extraordi-
nary colleagues I could ever have 
imagined working with. You are an 
inspiration,” said Palfrey. 

Palfrey continued, “I can’t imag-
ine a more extraordinary group of 
students to be able to spend time 
with. I know, at least from my own 
experience, you will probably not 
remember a single word I’ve said 
in this chapel… but I also believe re-
ally deeply in what Maya Angelou 
said that ‘Even if you don’t remem-
ber what I said, you will remember 
how I made you feel.’ On behalf of 
this faculty, and on behalf of all of 
us who work at this school, I hope 
you will remember this one thing: 
which is that we believe in you.”

Editor’s Note: This article origi-
nally ran on May 25, 2018.

Celebration of Teaching ASM Bids Farewell 
to Retiring Faculty Members and Head of School John Palfrey

SOPHIA HLAVATY

As advisor to The Phillipian, Nina 
Scott helped establish an endow-
ment for the paper to preserve its 
independence. 

Kathryn Birecki has served as an 
athletic trainer, Cluster Dean, In-
structor in Physical Education, and 
house counselor at Andover. 
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CLASS OF ’19 THROUGH THE YEARS

    The State of the Academy is a survey 
sent out to the entire student body each 
Spring, collecting information about 
student demographics, experiences, and 
opinions. Full statistics from this year were 
published in our May 10th issue. This issue 
displays statistics for the Class of 2019 
from Spring 2016 to Spring 2019 to high-
light how they have changed over the 
course of four years.

CLASS OF ’19 THROUGH
THE YEARS

POLITICAL AFFILIATION
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Libertarian

Other or Unsure
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AFFIRMATIVE ACTION
Do you support affirmative action* in

academic institutions?

*”The practice or policy of favoring individuals
belonging to groups known to have been

discriminated against previously”
(Oxford Dictionaries)

Senior

Upper

Lower

Junior 64.6%

61.2%

69.4%

64.2%

35.4%

38.8%

30.6%
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SEXUAL ACTIVITY BY GRADE
Have you ever engaged in sexual activity?

NoYes

SeniorJunior UpperLower

Anal 9.1%1.5% 5.3%3.3%

Digital 55.8%15.4% 46.7%37.3%

Oral 58.7%13.9% 48.1%38.0%

Vaginal 43.8%6.0% 31.2%19.9%

FEMINISM OVER THE YEARS

Do you consider yourself a feminist?
Percent who said yes:
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SLEEP TIME OVER THE YEARS
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HAVE YOU EVER USED
MARIJUANA?

Junior Lower

Upper Senior
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25.8%

36.1%

9.0%

NoYes

HAPPINESS ON CAMPUS
Generally speaking, do you consider

yourself happy at Andover?

No
12.4%

Yes
87.6%

No
24.1%

Yes
75.9%

Junior Lower

Upper Senior

No
19.6%

Yes
80.4%

No
20.4%
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DO YOU THINK ATTENDING
ANDOVER AFFECTS YOUR
CHANCE OF ATTENDING
A SELECTIVE COLLEGE?

Yes, negatively

Yes, positively

No

Junior

8.0%

25.9%66.2%

Lower 53.9% 37.6%

8.5%

Upper 48.1% 48.8%
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NoYes

NoYes
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Defined as “systematic prejudice, 
discrimination, or antagonism on the 

basis of race directed against a member 
of a dominant or privileged racial 

group” (Oxford Dictionaries)

HAVE YOU EVER CONSUMED
ALCOHOL?

NoYes

80.6%

Senior

71.2%

Upper

64.2%

Lower

37.3%

Junior

62.7%
35.8%

28.8%
19.4%

LowerJunior

HOURS ON COURSEWORK
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SeniorUpper
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AVERAGE WINTER GPA
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REVERSE RACISM
Do you believe that

reverse racism exists?

50.7% 43.8%Senior 43.8%
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Desperate and persistent 
scratches sound from the door 
of a college student’s room. 
He has caught a glimpse of the 
rampant axe murderer near the 
parking lot, and all senses urge 
him to hide. As the hysterical 
scratches become pounds, he 
shoves himself deeper into his 
closet, struggling to calm his 
panicked gasps.

This scene is the setup of 
one of many short films that 
Tristan Latham ’19 created 
during his time at Andover, 

though film has not always 
been his main artistic medium. 
In fact, Latham was introduced 
to digital art by drawing.

Latham said, “I’m not very 
good at drawing, but I enjoy 
doing it. In seventh grade, I 
was using wax paper and trac-
ing stuff with the image under-
neath, and my art teacher told 
me to scan it, and then I could 
change the colors in photo-
shop.”

At Andover, the lack of 
graphic designing classes 
prompted Latham to look into 
other elements of art that might 
interest him, one of which be-
ing digital films. Latham took 
the skills he learned and in-
tegrated them into his other 
forms of artwork.

Latham reveals, “If I make 
an album cover for a band, it’s 
taking their music and trans-
lating it—it’s not making some-
thing new, it’s just a represen-
tation of something else. That 
has pushed me to come up 
with more original ideas. I’ve 
definitely been pushed to cre-
ate my own stuff.”

Latham’s teachers, past and 
present, pose as significant 
figures in influencing his art-
work, especially the seventh 
grade teacher that started him 
on a “digital train.”

“[My art teacher] thought 
the stuff I was making was 

cool and told me to do more of 
it, and pushed me to see what I 
could change, what I could do 
differently,” said Latham.

Rafael Kelman, Instructor in 
Art, is another one of Latham’s 
most influential mentors, who 
helped Latham convert his 
movie ideas into reality.

“It’s easy to think of stuff [to 
make], but actually doing it is a 
different story. [Kelman] very 
much helped me take video 
ideas and translate them into 
an actual product. So story-
boarding and writing through 
the sequence of what’s gonna 
happen, how to set up a shot, 
how to setup the camera, that 
sort of stuff, he was super awe-
some with,” said Latham.

Latham’s works, in addition 
to being influenced by many, 
also influence others. One of 
his friends, Aki Charland ’19, 
says that Latham’s unique art 
form persuaded him to explore 
the process of movie-making.

“I never really considered 
doing too much video work 
until [Latham] began showing 
me his work. Since then, I have 
been working on some video 
projects, with [Latham] as my 
example. Trying to understand 
the way he thinks has greatly 
improved my artistic self,” said 
Charland.

Two hands, one colored blue 
and the other pink, reach out to-
ward one another with a blue, 
purple, and pink ombre torch be-
tween the fingertips. Above the 
image, statistics written in blue 
outline the awards and achieve-
ments accomplished by The Phil-
lipian CXLI board, while advice 
and encouragements written to 
the CXLII board are printed in 
pink under the image. Arno Min 
’19 named this page-long graphic, 
his last for The Phillipian, as one 
of his favorites. 

“Basically it was an infograph-
ic summarizing the accomplish-
ments of the CXLI board of The 
Phillipian. It felt very much like a 
moment for to reflect on what I 
had done along with some other 
board members of The Phillip-
ian, and it was a really good way 
to cap off my experience there,” 
said Min. 

As a former Graphics Editor 
for The Phillipian, Min expressed 
that one of his greatest accom-
plishments was creating The 
Phillipian, vol. CXLI’s State of the 
Academy issue. The eight pages, 
completely made up of graphs 
and charts, was a large project for 
the Graphics section. 

“There’s a lot of work that goes 
into [the State of the Academy], 
and [it was] this passing the torch 
moment from the old graphic de-
signers of The Phillipian to the 
new ones. Of course there’s the 
actual turnover, but when you 
actually dive into the State of the 
Academy, and you get into the 
thick of things is when you really 
step up and fill those shoes,” he 
said. 

Min started creating art in his 
Junior year just by simply mess-
ing around on his computer, but 
soon found that he craved more 
purpose behind his work. Min 
feels that using graphic design 
to convey information through 
branding and infographics gave 
his art a sense of direction. 

“Graphic design is really good 
at giving a quick and clean and 
concise insight into some spe-
cific kind of story. I usually com-
pare graphic design to a form of 
translation actually, like you’re 
translating ideas and words into a 
visual language,” said Min. 

Prior to Andover, Min had 
little experience with graphic 
design. He began to develop his 
skills throughout his Lower year, 
under the mentorship of Saman-
tha Bloom ’18.

“What Samantha Bloom 
showed me was in the context 
of making designs for apparel, 

like a sports team and stuff like 
that,” said Min. “But then she also 
showed me how it could be used 
for infographics, like presenting 
a large body of information... [or] 
making a new logo for a club or 
organization. Those sort of things 
drove me into design, because I 
understood what I felt the pur-
pose was.”

One of Min’s friends, Minji 
Shin ’20, met him as a part of 
Printer, a custom apparel group 
on campus. There, he taught her 

about graphic design and showed 
her how his organized personal-
ity plays into his art.

“He’s a very STEM-minded 
person, so he memorizes all of 
the RGB values,” Shin said. “Ev-
ery single time he wants a certain 
color, he memorizes-- it’s like a 
six digit number-- he has the col-
ors’ numbers in his head. So he 
pulls that out and he just plugs 
that number in and it’s just a per-
fect color for his design,” she said. 

After Andover, Min hopes to 

pursue graphic design as a hob-
by to keep him grounded as he 
works towards a medical career. 

“[I]n terms of my career goals, 
I want to be a doctor after college. 
But what I’ve heard about univer-
sity from all doctors I’ve talked to 
say that if you’re a doctor, and all 
you do is doctoring, you’re going 
to go kind of insane. So I think 
it’s good to have other hobbies, to 
maintain you while you’re pursu-
ing that path,” he said.

Arno Min ’19 Finds Both Practical Use and an Artistic Outlet in Graphic Design

Drawing Inspiration from Instructors, Tristan Latham ’19 Explores Digital Media

ARIANA VELASQUEZ

EMMA FU

According to Anna Lang ’19, 
one of her proudest moments in 
her writing career was at a writ-
ing summer camp, when she first 
finished a short story. Before that 
moment, she had always found it 

easier to write the beginnings of 
stories over and over, without 
being able to definitively end a 
story.

“To actually have an idea close 
is something that I never had the 
willpower to do until that one 
moment. From there, I figured 
out that this was really what 
writing was, and so I’ve tried to 
explore that and keep that perse-
verance that it takes to actually 
finish something,” said Lang.

Looking back on her time as 
a writer, Lang has seen develop-
ment in her work. She was pub-
lished as the featured writer for 
the Fall 2018-2019 issue of “The 
Courant,” and has learned spe-
cifically by taking higher-level 
English courses. 

“I’ve definitely improved 
since I’ve come here. A lot of the 
classes I’m taking this year are 
geared towards my more cre-
ative side, which is super nice. 
As a senior, being able to choose 
electives is actually the best 
thing ever, so I think that has 
helped a lot. I also think getting 
older, reading more, and seeing 
more, you just end up improving 
anyway,” said Lang.

Quinn Robinson ’19, a friend 
of Lang, believes that her writ-

ing is inspired by the people and 
relationships she has to inform 
her creative decisions. When she 
ties in her personal experiences 
to her creative work, Robinson 
believes that the difference in 
emotional impact is palpable.

“My favorite of her pieces 
that I’ve read, ‘Whole,’ draws 
a lot from her family and her 
memories of them. I really felt 
the speaker’s emotions through-
out the story while reading, in a 
way that had me feeling worried 
about the character and her situ-
ation—that’s almost definitely 
because of how [Lang] used her 
personal life to inform how she 
wrote,” wrote Robinson in an 
email to The Phillipian.

Beyond writing, Lang pursues 
visual art, and is taking Art-600 
at Andover, a class that has al-
lowed her to work creatively 
and at length within very loose 
guidelines. In the fall, she cre-
ated a piece that depicted light 
falling through tree lining, which 
was installed in the Cochran Bird 
Sanctuary. 

“I was really proud of how it 
came out. It was a really big proj-
ect that we sort of had to wrap 
up in a pretty short amount of 
time, so I guess I’m really happy 

with how it turned out, espe-
cially with all the variables. One 
of my materials also didn’t come 
in time, so I had to improvise off 
of that, and even with all of those 
obstacles, it still sort of came to-
gether as a whole,” said Lang.

Although Lang doesn’t believe 
that her art and writing directly 
influence each other, her mind-
set of imagination and creativity 
serves as a root for both sets of 
work. 

“I just sort of like to take the 
creative side of things. So in that 
sense, I guess yeah they do sort of 
connect,” said Lang, “I’m think-
ing about majoring in english or 
creative writing in college, but 
I don’t really know yet. But I do 
know that whatever I end up do-
ing in the future, I want it to be 
something creative, and I don’t 
really want to lose that side of 
me.”

Anna Lang ’19 Embraces Creativity in Two Forms of Artistic Expression

ALEX PARK

T.WEI/THE PHILLIPIAN
Min was drawn to graphic design because of the clarity and purpose it brought to his artwork in his ability to 
convey information. 

A.PHILLIPS/THE PHILLIPIAN

Anna Lang ’19 embraces creative 
expression with both creative writ-
ing and art.
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Arno Min ’19 began his graphic de-
sign career during his Lower year.
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Tristan Latham ’19 first started 
drawing in middle school.
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Latham later took to more digital, unconventional forms of art, such as 
sculpting, graphic design, videography, and photography.
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For her Art-600 project this spring, Lang used a lasercutter to create a 
hanging piece depicting a series of interlocking hands.



In the middle of a normal 
art class, inspiration suddenly 
struck Aki Charland ’19. Af-
ter sawing off a two-by-four-
inch block of wood on a whim, 
Charland marked the sides 
of the block with dots as if it 
were a die. When thrown, the 
cuboid block would almost 
always land on its two widest 
sides, acting as an extremely 
unbalanced die. As the finish-
ing touch of his piece, Char-
land wrote its title with a black 
marker on masking tape and 
stuck it directly onto the wood.

“The kids in my class really 
liked it. It’s sort of funny; it’s 
kind of an icon of what I do. 
I just think it’s ironic that I 
didn’t sit down and think re-
ally hard, like ‘how can I make 
something [simple and] really 

funny?’ It just happened sub-
consciously, and I like it a lot. 
I think it’s a good representa-
tion of the rest of the stuff I 
do,” said Charland.

According to Charland, he 
was initially drawn to art as a 
child rather than being more 
academically inclined. He pri-
marily works with sculptures 
and installations.

“[Art is] a way to express 
yourself however you want, 
whether that be painting [or, 
as] I do more, installation or 
sculpture. I think it’s a good 
way for other people to re-
late to you without reading or 
hearing [anything],” said Char-
land.

While he does not aim 
for humor in all his pieces, 
Charland often takes on a 
light-hearted approach to his 
artistic work. Inspired by art-
ists such as Tom Sachs, who 
uses satire to convey serious 
themes, Charland occasionally 
incorporates humorous ele-
ments into his work.

Sam Yoon ’19, a friend of 
Charland’s, said, “I really like 
[Aki’s artwork]. I think it really 
represents his character really 
well. It’s a little bit funny, but a 
lot of structure, a lot of simple 
lines. I think that it really re-
flects who he is—his personal-
ity. It might seem very abstract 
and loosely placed, but every-
thing is very intentional. He 
puts a lot of consideration in 
his work, and I think it’s very 
respectable.”

At Andover, the wide pool of 
resources available has helped 
Charland to improve his criti-
cal thinking and analysis skills 
in an artistic context. Accord-
ing to Charland, he has devel-
oped a better understanding of 
conceptual work and created 

a greater sense of cohesion in 
his own art after taking a di-
verse range of art classes, such 
as curating and architecture.

“Before Andover, I didn’t 
have an aesthetic to my work. 
Here, I figured out that my 
work is more concept-driven. 
Working from a concept and 
then having that concept ma-
terialize, my work has become 
more consistent in terms of 
aesthetics, just because I fig-
ured out where I was work-
ing from. [My aesthetic comes 
from] working with found ob-
jects; I work with a lot of wood 
and industrial objects. The 
color palette is brown, maybe 
blue and a white or translu-
cent, clear [color],” said Char-
land.

In Charland’s perspective, 
his creative process is mostly 
spontaneous, both in terms of 
inspiration and motivation. 
While drawing is not his pre-
ferred medium, he fills sketch-
books with illustration of his 
ideas for future reference.

“[For sketchbook work], I 
value quantity over quality, so 
I just fill them up; as they fill, 
you get good ideas. You can go 
to your old sketchbooks and 
look for ideas there. If you’re 
just constantly thinking about 
the world in terms of what 
you want to make out of your 
art, you won’t run out of ideas. 
If you’re constantly creating 
ideas, you can keep turning 
back to them, combining them 
and modifying them. [The cre-
ative process] is just always 
thinking about [art] and al-
ways writing down things that 
you observe,” said Charland.

Besides being a platform 
for self-expression, Charland 
finds art to be a medium for 
connecting with like-minded 

people. Through a shared pas-
sion, Charland has formed 
many close bonds with other 
art students.

“I went to Rhode Island 
School of Design [RISD] last 
summer for six weeks, and 
I did printmaking there. I’m 
still really close with my room-
mates in RISD. All three of us 
really loved art, really just en-
joyed sharing that love with 
each other. [At Andover] I’ve 
made a lot of friends because 
they were into art or [because] 
they were in an art class. That 
kind of connection with art is 
a strong bond,” said Charland.

Currently taking Art-600 
Advanced Studio Art, Char-
land is working on creating a 

studio space, which involves 
treating the art studio as the 
artwork itself. It is based on 
the idea that one can learn 
many details about the artist 
just from seeing their studio.

“Conceptually, I’d say that 
Aki is pushing himself a lot 
more than he used to. We’re 
taking Art-600 together [now], 
the portfolio class, [and] I’ve 
seen him progress [in] his 
work,” said Yoon. “Now he’s 
working side-to-side with 
concept[s] and his artwork. 
[He has been] progressing as 
an artist conceptually, and his 
work, physically, has gotten a 
lot better.”

Aki Charland ’19, who started art 
at a young age, focuses on sculp-
tures and installations.

A.BHAT/THE PHILLIPIAN
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Sam Yoon ’19 first began her 
artistic career in kindergar-
ten. After her mother enrolled 
her in her first drawing and 
painting classes, Yoon decided 
to pursue art more seriously, 
partly inspired by her mother’s 
own love for art. 

“Growing up, [my mom] was 
really into fashion and design 
aspects, having an eye for that 

or paying attention to that. She 
made me do art classes as a 
kid because I wanted to, and I 
had the same art teacher for 13 
years, and he was the one who 
helped me build a portfolio for 
Andover and he was the one I 
took lessons from,” said Yoon.

Yoon’s involvement with art 
at Andover has allowed her to 
expand her creative repertoire 
from painting and drawing to 
installation, which is now one 
of her favorite art forms. Yoon 
has also spent time learning 
from curators at the Addi-
son Gallery of American Art 
on campus. As a result, she 
learned much about instal-
lation from both the artist’s 
and museum curator’s point of 
view.

“I really like installation, 
because I like all the elements 
of space and image, and also 
the live experience the audi-
ence gets to have...I’d say the 
Addison was really a huge 
drive for me to expand upon 
the role of the artist and also 
going curating and being a 
museum operator, and being 
an educator-- those are also 
things I am interested in doing 
in the future,” said Yoon.

According to Josie Arnold 

’19, one of Yoon’s friends, 
Yoon’s creativity and artistic 
passion extends into her ev-
eryday life and influences her 
interactions with others.

“When she puts on her 
clothes in the morning, when 
she walks into your room and 
starts talking, you can just tell 
that there’s this element of 
constant creation and inspira-
tion and purpose behind what 
she’s doing. I wouldn’t say that 
art defines Sam, but it feels like 
such a big part of who she is 
that it’s hard to ignore, which 
I think is really beautiful,” said 
Arnold.

Since coming to Andover, 
Yoon has taken an art class al-
most every single term. While 
she has appreciated many dif-
ferent courses, Yoon particu-
larly enjoyed the year-long 
intensive Art-600 elective be-
cause it allowed her to focus 
her artistic interests and pre-
pare to continue with art in 
college. 

“Being at Andover, I got to 
have a lot of independence 
choosing what I wanted to 
do. Taking the Art-600 class 
helped me focus in on what 
I wanted to do in college, be-
cause I was able to be in a class 

where the students were more 
focused on and more special-
ized in pursuing art, whether it 
was more intense of a hobby, or 
whether they were planning to 
pursue it in college,” said Yoon.

After graduation, Yoon 
plans to attend art school, al-
though she has yet to decide 
what she plans to major in. 
Nevertheless, Yoon is deter-
mined to keep art as a part of 
her life.

“I think [my major] would 
most definitely be something 
with painting and drawing, and 
something with installation, 
so it wouldn’t just be a two-
dimensional thing you look at. 
I want to focus more on expe-
riences and rooms and space 
along with image and drawing 
and the traditional aspects of 
painting,” said Yoon.

Aki Charland ’19 Expresses Satire and Spontaneity In Sculptures and Installations

A.BHAT/THE PHILLIPIAN
Participating in different art-related activities both on and off campus 
enabled Charland to make many friendships.

Sam Yoon ’19 Finds Passion for Installation Art During Her Time at Andover

LINDSEY CHAN

SHIRA WOLPOWITZ

Zoe Yin ’19 described her ex-
perience as a child with pens, 
crayons, and markers scattered 
across the ground, surrounded 
by opportunities to draw and 
explore art. Growing up with an 
architect mother, Yin partially 
attributes her desire to pursue 
art to the influence from her 
mother’s career. 

“To be honest, I don’t remem-

ber when I first started doing 
art,” said Yin, “The reason for 
that is...since my mom was an 
architect, she had a bunch of pa-
per and pens scattered around 
the house for her sketches, so 
she tells me that when I was just 
crawling, I would pick up the 
pen and pencil and just scribble 
randomly.”

Yin’s first exhibition of her 
artwork was when she was six 
years old. Since then, she has 
traveled across both the United 

States of America and China to 
showcase her creations and ex-
plore new methods of innova-
tive art. 

“I was utilizing more mod-
ern technologies and I was re-
ally interested in exploring that 
kind of divide that sometimes 
exists between what we tradi-
tionally think of art and tech-
nology...That required me to 
get in contact with acrylic ink 
crystal manufacturers in China. 
I worked with them to get my 
artwork engraved in a piece of 
crystal or acrylic,” said Yin.

Yin has participated in vari-
ous artistic activities on cam-
pus, including coordinating 
YDO Art her Senior year. As an 
advocate for youth art, Yin ex-
pressed her experience curating 
a children’s art show as one of 
the most memorable in her An-
dover career.

“Last year in the spring of 
2018, I got an Abbot Grant to 
hold and curate an exhibition 
in the library,” said Yin. “I part-
nered with a non-profit child 
organization based in Wash-
ington DC called International 
Child Art Foundation...I wanted 
[the kids] to get recognition and 
for them to feel that their work 
is valuable and has a place in the 

art world. That is what I would 
like to continue to do in terms of 
advocating for youth art.”

Yin’s friend, Alice Ren ’19, 
went to see the exhibition, hav-
ing witnessed Yin’s efforts in 
preparation. 

“[Yin] spent time setting 
up in the library and talking 
to our advisor about the easel 
costs; it was really incredible 
seeing it all come together. On 
one hand, seeing the children’s 
art displayed in such a manner 
brought me back to when I was 
younger and when I would doo-
dle; it reminded me of the spark 
I had,” said Ren.

Yin plans to continue to pur-
sue her passion for art as her 
major in college. While she has 
already explored various me-
diums, Yin wants to continue 
challenging herself to become a 
better artist.

“As an artist, I have explored 
quite a few branches, and I still 
want to continue widening my 
horizon...I think trying out new 
things is wonderful and is im-
portant to pursue what I think 
is an artist mentality: always 
trying to evolve and exploring 
all the kinds of different medi-
ums that there are out there,” 
said Yin.

Yin ultimately believes that 
art is more than a hobby or a job; 
it is a commitment to impacting 
the world around her.

“Ultimately, my passion and 
goals for art are not to just be an 
artist. To me, an artist is some-
one who not only leaves their 
mark through their own art-
work, but also through leaving 
a mark on their community and 
society in general. That is the 
kind of person and artist that I 
aspire to be,” said Yin.

Zoe Yin ’19 Paints A Path Toward An Artistic Community Through Innovation and Outreach
NOEMI ELLIOTT
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Zoe Yin ’19 sees art as a way to 
contribute to society around 
her. Yin engages in art-related, 
community-based programs.

M.LEVY/THE PHILLIPIAN
At Andover, Yoon has been able to expand beyond traditional art media. 
Her work in the Addison Gallery of American Art fostered her apprecia-
tion for curation.

M.LEVY/THE PHILLIPIAN
Sam Yoon ’19 first began draw-
ing in kindergarten, in large part 
because of her mother.

C.NGUYEN/THE PHILLIPIAN

In April 2018, Zoe Yin ’19 curated an exhibit in the Oliver Wendell Holmes 
Library, which showcased art pieces from children, aged mainly from ten 
to 12, from across the world. 
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On the cobblestone alleyways 
of Beacon Hill, around the wil-
low trees of Boston Commons, 
and the busy streets of Chinatown, 
Mac Callahan ’19 peers through 
his camera viewfinder, searching 
for the perfect shots of his friends 
in the Boston scenery that would 
make for the best Senior photos. 
Callahan is always the one taking 
photos and capturing memories 
when hanging out with friends, 

and is always willing to share his 
passion for photography with oth-
ers, says his friend  Josie Arnold ’19. 

“I think Mac has just become 
more outgoing with his ability. 
He’s ready to share that with other 
people, and is so happy to spend a 
session with you taking photos, and 
just always has a camera,” said Ar-
nold. 

Due to his father’s work as a 
journalist, Callahan was exposed to 
a lot of different kinds of photogra-
phy from a young age. According to 
Callahan, the hands-on experience 
he gained through using film cam-
eras and working in the dark room 
drew him to photography. 

“[My dad] knew a lot of photog-
raphers in the ’90s in the business 
he worked in. He worked during 
the ’70s and ’80s, when there was 
primarily film photography, so I 
grew up with a ton of film cameras 
that I could experiment with,” said 
Callahan. 

At Andover, Callahan served 
as an Editor-In-Chief of the Cou-
rant, an art and literary magazine 
on campus, as well as a photo edi-
tor for The Phillipian. According 
to Callahan, his work in the two 
publications was most interesting 
when he was sharing others’ sto-
ries.

“You are really trying to tell a 
story when you are trying to take 
a photograph…. It’s hard to feel 
through photographs and still im-

age, and so any way you can com-
pose your image to capture the 
emotion, and capture what’s hap-
pening at that moment, is really 
what drives me in,” said Callahan. 

The opportunity to serve as co-
head of the Courant allowed Cal-
lahan to display others’ work and 
passions, as well as experiment 
with other forms of art. 

“Through the Courant, I have 
had the opportunity to play with 
digital media, different arts, and 
photography, and have been able to 
put it all together on a digital plat-
form. I like to help show off other 
people’s work as well as my own.”

According to Callahan, his in-
terest in photojournalism moved 
him to join The Phillipian. He was 
tasked with getting lede photo each 
week, the paper’s front cover im-
age, and expressed that his favorite 
moments involved capturing cam-
pus events for the student body. 

“It’s always fun on Head of 
School Day when [Head of School 
John] Palfrey is raising the racket... 
and being in the moment, when 
you know you don’t have a lot of 
time to make the perfect shot,” 
said Callahan. “There’s also a lot 
of pressure to get the best photo 
when a newspaper is relying on it.” 

Rhea Prem ’19, a friend of Cal-
lahan, a photography editor along-
side Callahan on The Phillipian, 
really appreciated his passion for 
photography and dedication to-

ward trying to capture the perfect 
image. 

“During a photography ses-
sion, he is very kind, mindful, and 
creative. He never lets a tough situ-
ation get him down. There were 
many days where we would not 

have a lede photo for The Phillip-
ian, or we wouldn’t have a certain 
photo for an article, and he would 
always be on it; Mac was so reliable. 
If you need a good photo, you know 
that you want Mac to take it,” said 
Prem. 

A dirtied gardening glove 
stands out in stark contrast to the 
pristine white background. Every 
crease is drawn in precise strokes, 
shaded in with dull brown and a 
hint of purple, creating a sense of 
depth. This piece, titled “Grand-
pa’s Work Glove,” is just one of the 
observational drawings that Alice 
Ren ’19 specializes in.

“This piece was inspired by my 
grandfather when he lived in the 
states. The effort poured into the 
precision of the glove represents 
the manual [and] physical work 
he undertook. This personal piece 
honors the impact he left on me 
and my life,” Ren said.

Family is one of Ren’s motiva-
tions in her artistic endeavors. 
Ren’s art career began at a young 
age when her parents introduced 
her to an art class in Chinese 

school. Ever since, Ren has been 
eager to improve and expand her 
artistic skills.

“I remember my first cartoon; 
it was a dragon. That was the first 
time I got more serious into art, 
because it was like, I’m looking 
forward to being there. I’d always 
doodled or drawn, but having that 
time in the classroom made it, for 
me at that age, ‘super serious.’ I 
began taking [art] more seriously. 
I peppered my parents, “you have 
to get me one of those art easels,’” 
said Ren. 

According to Tanvi Kanchin-
adam ’19, one of Ren’s friends, Ren 
enjoys drawing for its accessibility 
and spontaneity, for being able to 
capture something in the moment; 
for that reason, Ren always keeps a 
pen in her pocket.

Kanchinadam said, “[What 
makes her art special is] her ability 
to visualize what she’s going to do 
before she begins… you can’t stop 
her when she has an idea in her 
head. Even when we’re in physics 
class, she’s always doodling some-
thing, always compiling ideas. 
She’s always brainstorming ways 
to make her art better.”

Ren’s main focus in her artis-
tic work is the detail, especially in 
object studies. As she continues 
to explore the realm of art, Ren 
finds that she has become less of 

a perfectionist. According to Ren, 
she has taken all sorts of art elec-
tives at Andover, ranging from Ar-
chitecture to Drawing II, which 
have challenged her to try out new 
techniques.

Ren said, “I was first exposed to 
gestural drawing as a more serious 
[method of drawing] in [Drawing 
I]... I’ve become less timid in the 
way that I approach art, in terms 
of how I judge my art, and what it 
can be.”

In her exploration of new styles, 
Ren also aims to become more 
comfortable with less control and 
more fluidity in her pieces. Aside 
from sketching, Ren also dabbles 
in painting.

Ren said, “Watercolor especial-
ly is very daunting to try, because 
it’s so easy to go at it on the page, 
[but so hard] for me to… imagine 
it to the standard of my sketches… 
That aspect is daunting in that I 
don’t have a masterplan. There’s 
a lot of exploration to be done 
there.”

Aside from art classes, Ren gets 
involved with art on campus by 
volunteering with YDO Art, an 
on-campus community engage-
ment program. She is also the Co-
President of Andover’s Art For 
Expression Club. Ren sees art as 
a fixed part of her future, whether 
it be a career or hobby, and looks 

forward to continue delving into 
different modes of art.

“I can’t imagine my life with-
out my art, but I’m not exactly 
sure on the extent it will play into 
my future. I feel like there’s so 
many fields and techniques that I 
haven’t had the chance to try out 
yet, so further exploration, I guess, 
would be the current ‘future’ plan 
I see for myself,” said Ren.

Alice Ren ’19 Draws Inspiration from Everyday Objects

Mac Callahan ’19 Spreads Stories Through Photojournalism

JERRY SHU

NOEMI ELLIOTT
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Attention to detail is one of the most defining aspects in the artwork that 
Alice Ren ’19 makes, according to friend Hosshini Suraj ’19.

D.ZHU/THE PHILLIPIAN
According to Callahan’s friends, he acts as the group’s photographer at 
every outing and enjoys sharing his work with others.

The melodies of strings 
swelled as the film, “Fall of a 
King,” reached its final climax. 
Members of Under the Bed 
(UTB), led by Co-Head Nick De-
metroulakos ’19, began to fight 
their own evil counterparts, bran-
dishing swords while dressed in 
medieval garb. The film ended 
with an abrupt shift from the 
battle in the forest to scenes of 
Paresky Commons and the Quads, 
with Demetroulakos attending a 
final UTB meeting.

Stern said, “Fall of a King was 
personal to us. I think for Nick 
it was a reflection on his time 
as Student Body Co-President, 
while for me it was a farewell to 

Andover. But of course for both of 
us, it was also a love letter to the 
strange and exciting fantasy mov-
ies we grew up on. If a film makes 
someone’s day better, provides an 
escape, or changes the way some-
one thinks about something, I’m 
pretty happy with that.”

Stern and Demetroulakos cre-
ated the 32 minute video for this 
year’s Andover Night Live show 
with help of members from UTB. 
According to David Owyang ’21, 
assistant director to the film, 
Stern showed dedication and set 
a high standard for himself while 
shooting, which ultimately led to 
a better film in the end.

“I would say that he holds 
himself to a very high standard, 
especially as it comes to film, and 
so because of those standards, 
we’re able to work maybe for a bit 
longer. It’s all about getting the 
shots that we need and the proper 
shots for the film and that makes 
the final product a lot better in 
the long run,” said Owyang.

Stern’s interest in filmmaking 
surfaced as a result of his lifelong 
interest in photography. Though 
film was something he always 
enjoyed, Stern started looking at 
movies and films through a more 
critical lens in middle school.

“I enjoy creating a world, sto-
ries, and characters that genu-
inely could not exist in any other 
way, and immersing my audience 
in that and making them feel 
something new,” said Stern.

Another of Stern’s projects 

that serves as a model for his 
meticulous nature was the An-
dover Night Live film he directed 
in 2017, called “PA PA Land,” an 
homage to the film “La La Land.”

Tanvi Kanchinadam ’19, a 
friend of Stern said, “One of the 
projects that best represent his 
attention to detail is definitely 
‘PA PA Land.’ That was an in-
credible ordeal when he created 
that through the sheer force of 
his own perfectionism and just 
brought so many talented people 
together to do something that 
was so coordinated. The standard 
was already set so high because 
it had already been created in ac-
tual hollywood.”

Stern’s use of vivid colors, 
lively music, and long continuous 
shots were all reminiscent of the 
actual movie. According to him, 
creating the film with the help of 
some of his mentors shaped him 
as a filmmaker. 

“PA PA Land was an amaz-
ing experience. It was a daunt-
ing challenge as a Lower, but I 
had a terrific team working with 
me from Andover Moviemakers 
Club, ranging from novice [Ju-
nior] to experienced Seniors who 
helped guide me. In particular, I 
appreciated the mentorship of 
Andrew Lin ’17 and Charlie May-
hew ’18, without whom I would 
not be the filmmaker I am today,” 
said Stern.

According to Stern, paying at-
tention to detail, being ambitious, 
and overcoming the fear of fail-

ure are key attributes for anyone 
striving to become a filmmaker.

“Sometimes you have to do 
dozens of small and stupid things 
that when put together make the 
world of your film feel immersive 
and your story feel real. A piece of 

advice that has stuck with me is 
not to be afraid of being wrong—
you can tell when a filmmaker 
is afraid of being wrong, and it’s 
better to be wrong and make mis-
takes than to live in fear of it, said 
Stern.

Andrew Stern ’19 Builds Visual Worlds through Attention to Detail

ALEX PARK

D.OWYANG/THE PHILLIPIAN
Andrew Stern ’19 describes his art as 
“visual storytelling.”
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Over time, Ren has become less 
timid in her approach to art, not 
being afraid to make “imperfect” 
sketches.

D.ZHU/THE PHILLIPIAN
On campus, Mac Callahan ’19 
engaged in photography through 
student publications, namely The 
Phillipian and ‘The Courant.’

D.OWYANG/THE PHILLIPIAN
According to friend Tanvi Kanchinadam ’19, Stern always engages and 
interacts with all pieces of art that he encounters.
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The animation begins with 
a bottle of milk placed on the 
front doormat. The entire 
scene is wrought in pastel pink 
hues and calming lo-fi mu-
sic plays in the background. 
Titled “i haven’t left my room 
in months,” the animation tells 
a story about a shut-in boy 
who breaks barriers to forge 
a friendship with the boy who 
delivers his milk every morn-

ing. 
This animation was created 

by Jennie Guo ’19 as part of an 
independent art project she 
had undertaken last term and 
is one of many posted on her 
YouTube channel. Guo’s love 
for animation began her Junior 
year, when she created an ani-
mation for a video class.

“I took a video course at 
Andover and there was a small 
animation unit. I kind of got 
really into it then, and so I’ve 
been sort of just dabbling in it 
until Upper Spring, when I was 
in Art-600 and then I was able 
to do this independent project 
for that course,” said Guo.

But Guo’s passion for art 
started from a very young age, 
and what inspired her to begin 
her art career was the appeal of 
making people think critically 
about the world around them.

Guo said, “No matter what 
your interests are, or what so-
cial status or your race or your 
gender, most people are going 
to consume art in some shape 
or form. And I think because 
of this, you can reach such a 
wide audience, and you can re-
ally challenge the way people 
see the world. That is what in-
spires me.”

Minji Shin ’20, a friend of 

Guo’s, said, “This year, we’re 
in the same hall so I got a bet-
ter chance to connect and I’ve 
loved learning more about her 
art. Her art is super colorful 
and it embraces human emo-
tions and how she feels. She 
reflects herself in her artwork 
and her experiences affect her 
art a lot.”

Guo aims to eradicate the 
stigma that surrounds certain 
topics and conversations with 
her art. According to Guo, 
she likes to approach topics 
that people have a lot of pre-
conceived notions about and 
present unique situations or 
perspectives that subvert such 
assumptions. For instance, Guo 
made an animation the previ-
ous year to promote mental 
health awareness.

“I wanted to make people 
think about honest conversa-
tion and vulnerability in a dif-
ferent way, and my animations 
have tackled different parts 
of discrimination and I try to 
make my audience see some-
thing that’s been part of so-
ciopolitical rhetoric for a long 
time in a really different way, 
because a lot of times we talk 
about this but we just spit out 
the usual terminology, and the 
usual ideas over and over again 

without really thinking about 
it,” said Guo.

Guo cites her parents as a 
large source of support and 
inspiration for her art, though 
they might not be as knowl-
edgeable on the subject.

“I think that motivates me 
to always create art that they 
can appreciate, and get it on a 
level where I’ve accomplished 
something which maybe them 
in their more traditional mind-

set can say, ‘Oh, I see this as an 
accomplishment,’” said Guo.

Editor’s Note: This article 
originally ran on January 11, 
2019. 

With “TIME” printed in bold 
letters, a ripped up face of Don-
ald Trump with a woman pok-
ing out underneath can be seen 
below. Under the face is a river 
of notes filled with various 
comments or tweets about the 
#MeToo movement. Amy Xia 
’19 created the drawing for her 
winter term drawing and paint-
ing class. 

“Last winter I was in [the 
drawing class of Emily Trespas, 
Instructor in Art]. I did a piece 
about the #MeToo movement 
and how the silence breakers 
were made up of a group of 
women and were named ‘Per-
son of the Year’ over President 
Donald Trump. Having a femi-
nist undertone is a pretty com-
mon theme in my artwork,” 
said Xia.

Xia often uses artwork to ex-
press her perspective, beliefs, 
and emotions. In the fall, she 
created an installation called 
“Mental Chaos” in the Cochran 
Bird Sanctuary based off her 
personal struggles with mental 
health as part of an assignment 
in her Art-600 class.

“The idea was inspired by my 
own experiences with anxiety. 

I cast the different body parts 
of my friends, and I had them 
coming out of different parts 
of a tree to contrast the usual 
sereneness of the woods with 
something unexpected—like a 
body coming out of a tree,” said 
Xia.

Xia’s “Mental Chaos” repre-
sents a loss of control and ex-
plores the idea of chaos. Sarika 
Rao ’19, A friend of Xia, noted 
the uniqueness and exposure of 
Xia’s past struggles depicted in 
the installation.

Rao said, “The first thing I 
noticed when I saw the body 
parts everywhere was the cha-
os of all of it. I don’t think Amy 
told me about her anxiety, but it 
is definitely what came across 
when I first saw it. It was not 
like anything I had ever seen 
before; it was so unusual.”

Along with this installation, 
Xia created a video in her film-
making class this past winter 
term about the objectification 
of women and consumerism. 
Rao, one of Xia’s many friends 
featured in the video, was cov-
ered from head to toe in saran 
wrap. 

Rao said, “She wrapped my 
entire body in saran wrap, in-
cluding my head, and put a 

barcode on my chest. I had to 
shake, dance, spin around, sit 
down and stand up while being 
bound form the waist up. Most 
of the video clips she took did 
not include my face, only my 
body. Afterward, I learned that 
the video was about objectifica-
tion. It made a lot of sense; I felt 
very restricted.” 

Because the name of the 
assignment was “The Other 
Worlds,” Xia wanted to create 
a world that was an exaggera-
tion of what we see today. Xia’s 
video was titled using a bunch 
of random numbers as if it were 
a barcode. Like her other art-
work, the underlying message 
in Xia’s video was to push the 
viewer to confront modern is-
sues through her subtle, yet 
powerful work. 

“In my video, I created a 
double layering of the idea of 
objectification and consumer-
ism. I made my friends look like 
package and [had] a monotone 
computer generated voice say 
provocative song lyrics that ob-
jectify women or starting facts 
about consumerism in Ameri-
ca. I wanted people to confront 
these issues in a very direct 
way,” said Xia.

Amy Xia ’19 Visualizes Chaos in Art and Uses Work to Express Her 
Voice

NOEMI ELLIOTT
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Amy Xia ’19 tries to make statements with her pieces, whether they be 
drawings, paintings, videos, or photos.

A particular photograph by 
Hugo Solomon ’19 shows a young 
woman wrapped in a camo par-
ka and black joggers sitting on a 
grey sofa. Behind her is a framed 
mirror, reflecting the image of 
a partially clothed man with a 
fist raised to his bare chest. Both 
subjects have blank expressions 
on their faces. The camera tak-
ing this photo, supposed to be 
reflected into the mirror, is no-
where to be found.

Andrew Stern ’19, a friend of 
Solomon’s, wrote in an email to 
The Phillipian, “In this photo, I 
think Hugo plays with our no-
tions of spectatorship and voy-
eurism. For one, we expect the 
man in the mirror (who we hap-
pen to know is the photographer, 
Hugo) to be holding the camera, 
but he’s not—instead, he’s merely 
standing there with his hand up 
to his chest. The woman looks off 
away from him, and he looks at 
the same place, but in the mirror 
to somewhere we can’t see—it’s 
intriguing.”

With a professional photogra-
pher for a father, Solomon grew 
up surrounded by photography. 
One time, during a school trip in 
ninth grade, Solomon borrowed 
one of his sister’s old cameras, 
which he intended to use for 
taking pictures of nature and his 
friends. However, he quickly ac-

quired an interest beyond basic 
photography.

Solomon said, “Over time, [my 
work] became less of taking pic-
tures of landscapes, and more of 
capturing things that are mean-
ingful to me; capturing aspects 
of my own identity through the 
things I take pictures of, [and] 
evidence of my own experiences 
through the experiences of oth-
ers.”

At Andover, Solomon has pub-
lished his work in the “Courant,” 
“Andover Magazine,” “BOSS 
Magazine,” and “F-STOP Maga-
zine.” He has also served as an 
Associate Video Editor for The 
Phillipian, and has been working 
on his own Independent Project 
during his spring term this year 
with advisor Hector Membreno-
Canales, Instructor in Art. 

“In my [Independent Project] 
I’m expanding on my work from 
the Winter term, drawing on the 
works of some of my favorite con-
temporary photographers—Zak 
Krevitt, Jo Maida, Nan Goldin—
to influence and shape my proj-
ects. The goal is to explore pho-
tographic opportunities for me 
personally, to continue producing 
art at a high level, and to eventu-
ally create a gallery exhibit in the 
Elson Art Center,” said Solomon.

Solomon’s message heavily 
involves identity, and exposing 
aspects of himself and his friends 
that aren’t always public. He 
has done photoshoots with his 

friends, typically in their rooms, 
and exposed in some manner. 
This symbolically represents 
them as who they truly are, de-
void of the filters that they usu-
ally hide behind, according to 
Solomon.

“I don’t just want my pictures 
to tell a story. I want them to tell 
my story. I seek to create pictures 
that are individual and unique to 
me as an artist, unable to be taken 
by any other photographer. One 
of the themes that has driven me 
for a while has been vulnerabil-
ity—it was the main theme of my 
winter term project, and is still 
the focus of my work for my inde-
pendent project,” said Solomon.

Solomon has begun focusing 
on conceptual topics and looking 
at photography with a broader 
scope, even with artist’s reflec-
tions. One theme that Solomon 
consistently works with is nu-
dity, and its notions, according to 
Membreno-Canales.

“You may notice that in a lot of 
Hugo’s work, there’s not nudity, 
but the suggestion of nudity. So, 
a lot of people with their shirt 
off. I think that those topics, [are] 
the cruxes of Hugo’s work. He’s 
exploring gender. He’s exploring 
identity. He’s exploring sexual-
ity. He really advocates for other 
queer young students. I think that 
that is what makes his work so 
sophisticated,” said Membreno-
Canales.

Hugo Solomon ’19 Explores Vulnerability in Identity 
with His Photography

D.ZHU/THE PHILLIPIAN
According to Hector Membreno-Canales, Instructor in Art, Hugo Solomon 
’19 improved most in developing concepts for his photography.
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Jennie Guo ’19 Uses Animation as a Social Platform

IRENE KWON

COURTESY OF JENNIE GUO
Jennie Guo ’19 sees art as a medium 
of reflection, both for herself and 
for society at large. 
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COURTESY OF JENNIE GUO
While Guo has primarily worked with traditional media, she began experi-
menting with animation since last year.
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Peering out from the dark 
backstage of the winter term 
play, “She Kills Monsters,” Sam 
Katz ’19, stage manager, quietly 
cheered on the actors. When 
one of the actors didn’t show up 
before the play, Katz’s assistant 
stage manager learned all the 
lines for the role an hour prior to 
the show. Though he wasn’t on 
stage, Katz considers that mo-
ment to be one of the highlights 
of his theater career at Andover.

“Being a stage manager is be-
ing proud of the show overall, and 
I saw the show come together in 
its most dire moments—when 
we’re missing multiple members 
of our cast—and it still turned out 
amazing,” said Katz. 

Katz has been acting in shows 
since he was a toddler, and first 
discovered his love for theater by 
participating in local theater pro-
ductions for kids and teens. 

“It’s not some sort of adrena-
line high that I’m chasing, I’m 
just happy. Simply put, [the the-
ater is] where I feel comfortable,” 
said Katz. 

At Andover, Katz found new 
avenues to participate in theater: 
he wrote and directed a play for 
the first time in his Junior fall.

“It was a musical, it was about 

fifteen minutes long, [and] it was 
really fun. I remember the audi-
ence was packed, and I was so 
proud. It was terrible—I’m not 
talking about the quality here, of 
the writing, of the directing, of 
the acting, any of it— but for me, I 
had an amazing experience,” Katz 
said. 

Since Junior year, Katz has 
gone on to direct a number of oth-
er productions and plays, includ-
ing five Drama Labs and Grass-
hopper 2018. He credits Andover 
for helping him find his passion 
for directing by providing him 
with a less conventional theatri-
cal education. 

“You get somewhere like An-
dover, where everyone is amaz-
ing, and you stop competing to be 
amazing, and you just start mak-
ing ‘amazing’ art… [How] I ap-
proach theater and other art es-
pecially has changed from trying 
to prove myself, ” said Katz. 

As an upperclassman, Katz be-
came one of the four producers 
who run all theater-related pro-
grams, alongside Rhea Prem ’19, 
Ria Vieira ’19, and Carley Kukk ’19. 
According to Prem, who recalled 
acting with Katz in a Drama Lab, 
Katz has contributed greatly to 
the theater program.

Prem said, “[Katz] was so non-
chalant, he was so zoomed into 
his role, he remembered all of his 

lines better than he’d ever known 
them before. And I feel like that’s 
a testament to how good of a per-
former he is. Because even under 
that amount of stress… he was so 
good.” 

Although Katz will likely not 
pursue theater at a professional 
level, he hopes to keep theater in 
his life beyond Andover. 

“I’m worried that I won’t be 
able to continue pursuing my love 
of performing… That’s one of my 
worries, but I know my love will 
always be there. And I can’t say I 
would ever be doing [theater] out 
of financial interest or as my pri-
mary career, which is a different 
sadness, but I will 100 percent be 
pursuing it,” said Katz.

Sam Katz ’19 Discovers the Joy of Directing at Andover

D.ZHU/THE PHILLIPIAN

Sam Katz ’19 learned more about the technical side of theater at Andover, 
and has developed his interests in playwrighting, directing, and acting, 
becoming one of the four main producers during his Senior year. 

ARIANA VELASQUEZ

As soon as Friday classes fin-
ished, Ria Vieira ’19 printed flyers 
of upcoming theater productions 
and rushed to Paresky Com-
mons to hang them up. Next, she 
helped warm up the performers, 
got them backstage, played mu-
sic, and opened the house. She 
finally headed to the back of the 
theater, where she took control 
of lights and sound. 

Vieira is a director, produc-
er, and performer on campus. 
Touring South Africa with the 
production “Black Gods of the 
Asphalt” was Vieira’s first big 
theatre experience at Andover. 
The tour included performing at 

film festivals around South Af-
rica for two weeks. 

“That was one of the biggest 
opportunities that the theater 
department gave me; the oppor-
tunity to learn more about a cul-
ture that I knew nothing about 
through a medium I loved, which 
was theater. I got to meet a bunch 
of different people...It opened 
my horizons on different types 
of theater I could do,” said Vieira. 

On the tour, as well as during 
her four years at Andover, Vieira 
became close friends with recent 
graduates Justice Robinson ’18 
and Emily Ndiokho ’18 who were 
producers, directors, and per-
formers at Andover as well. 

“I got to know those two 
throughout my years here, and 
their confidence as black women 
in art is very inspiring...They’re 
both continuing that in college, 
which is something I aspire to do. 
Their ability to focus on them-
selves and their passion in the 
performing arts, as well as bring 
that future generation along with 
them is something that’s really 
important,” said Vieira.

Vieira has grown as a thespi-
an, transitioning from perform-
ing to directing. Vieira had the 
opportunity to take Acting II as 
a Lower, and then she directed 
the class as a Senior, creating her 
Theatre-901 project, “The 50% 
(Things We Are Too Scared To 
Say).” 

“Being able to write about my 
own identity and experiences, 
and then perform that in front of 
my peers; that was something I 

was super proud of,” said Vieira. 
“Conversely, when I was on the 
other side, it was a big moment 
for me to create relationships 
with the actors...to allow them 
to feel like it’s ok to share this 
story.”

Vieira’s close friend and fellow 
director, Carley Kukk ’19, men-
tioned the many ways she looks 
up to Vieira. One example was 
Vieira’s people skills, which she 
uses when directing.

“Whenever she’s giving ad-
vice, or giving a note to someone 
about their performance...she 
will always start off with a com-
pliment, and say what she needs 
to say,” said Kukk. “It always 
makes the actors more receptive 
to her...she’s so good at talking to 
people in that way.”

Advised by Alan Grimm, In-
structor in Theatre and Dance, 
Vieira did a playwright indepen-
dent project this past spring. The 
play is based on contemporary 
female playwrights, a topic that 
is important to Vieira. 

“If you looked at all the demo-
graphics in Hollywood, it’s fairly 
driven by men, in terms of the 
production process,” said Vieira. 
“Paying homage to all of these fe-
male contemporary playwrights 
is definitely something that went 
into our crafting of the class.”

Looking up to the women in 
Hollywood and the film indus-
try, Vieira hopes to continue 
theater in her academic future. 
One of her biggest inspirations is 
Kathryn Bigelow, a popular film 
writer.

“One of the big things that she 
said was, ‘I don’t consider myself 
a female director, I just consider 
myself a director’, which is what 
I want the world to be,” said Vie-

ira. “Whether or not that’s in a 
major or minor...I’m not sure yet. 
But I know that it’ll be a part of 
my experience in college.”

Ria Vieira ’19 Encourages Others to Explore Identity through Theater

O.TUNG/THE PHILLIPIAN
Ria Vieira ’19 has moved between 
performing, directing, and study-
ing theater. 
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Katz started off his theater career 
as a toddler. His experience lends 
him a high level of comfort in the 
theater.

SOMIN VIRMANI
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Vieira plans to continue to pursue theater in college, and takes inspiration 
from women in the film industry.

“Light board operator, light 
cue 25, go,” says Carley Kukk 
’19 into her headset, prompt-
ing light to wash over the stage 
of Tang Theater. As the actors 
appear on stage, Kukk follows 
along in her book, waiting to 
call out the next cue. As a se-
nior producer, Kukk has been 
involved in many productions 

on campus throughout her 
time at Andover, including 
Dracula, Big Love, Grasshop-
per, Nutcracker, Hamlet, and 
more. 

“I do technical theatre, 
which basically means that I 
program lights, organize lights 
and sounds. I personally stage 
manage, which means I help 
organize rehearsals. I’ve been 
doing that for quite a while 
before I became a producer, so 

it was really nice to have the 
things I’ve learned about stage 
management and apply it to 
the producer role,” said Kukk. 

Kukk first started her the-
atre career at Andover moving 
props in the theatre classroom 
during her Junior year. Due to 
her stagefright, Kukk found a 
way to be part of the theatre 
community from behind the 
scenes. 

“In a way, it’s kind of like 
a silent accomplishment, be-
cause not everyone realizes 
how much tech goes into mak-
ing a show. I feel like I’ve really 
found ways to become a leader 
without being so shiny and so 
out there, [and] when you’re 
in the booth, just the simple 
satisfaction that you’ve helped 
put a show on is enough reas-
surance,” said Kukk. 

During rehearsals, Kukk’s 
work mostly involves creat-
ing a rehearsal report, which 
consists of light cues, costume 
needs, and blocking of actors’ 
positions on stage. She works 
to make the tech community 
welcoming to everyone in-
volved, according to Ria Vieira 
’19, a friend of Kukk and fellow 
senior producer. 

“Sometimes people can be 

a little bit nervous to join and 
[Carley]’s always been one of 
those people who steps for-
ward and says ‘Hey, welcome! 
Everyone is welcome here.’ 
She’s definitely made a lot of 
people happy and excited and 
feeling safe to start pursuing 
theatre here in Andover,” said 
Vieira. 

According to Kukk, her fo-
cus on connecting with other 
tech members was particularly 
influenced by Emily Ndiokho 
’18, one of last year’s senior 
producers. She tries to pass 
on the support and encourage-
ment that she used to receive 
to other tech students. 

“[Emily Ndiokho] always 
reached out to me and told me 
that I was doing great over the 
headset. I try to mimic that be-
cause it made me feel so com-
fortable, and I hope that [doing 
so] leaves a lasting impression 
[on someone else],” said Kukk. 

One of Kukk’s most memo-
rable moments with the the-
atre department involved go-
ing to the Edinburgh festival 
in Scotland with the entire 
crew of Big Love the summer 
after her Upper year. Kukk not 
only loved the show itself, but 
also appreciated the chance to 

solidify relationships she had 
built over the course of prepa-
ration for the show.

“I guess it really ties the 
whole Andover experience to-
gether—I got to do a [Learning 
in the World] trip while do-
ing else something I love, and 
combining those two things 
just made it the most epic ad-
venture ever,” said Kukk.

Inside the Booth: Producer Carley Kukk ’19 
Finds Community and Creative Outlet in Technical Theater

A.BHAT/THE PHILLIPIAN
Kukk is one of the four main 
producers who run most theater-
related programs at Andover.

CHRISTY WEI

A.BHAT/THE PHILLIPIAN
While pursuing her passion for tech, Carley Kukk ’19 makes people feel 
welcome in the theater department.
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The lights on stage dimmed 
as two Seniors finished their 
monologues about their child-

hood memories, and the spot-
light turned to illuminate Rhea 
Prem ’19. The audience was 
moved even to tears by the pas-
sion Prem conveyed in her 
monologue. 

“I remember seeing a lot of 
people start crying. I didn’t want 
them to cry, but it made me feel 
that people resonated with what 
I was saying and that what I was 
saying was important. Wheth-
er they felt bad for me or went 
through something similar, the 
audience was exposed to that 
kind of emotion; that’s what I 
really wanted,” said Prem.

The show, “We Speak,” was 
performed for the annual Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day celebration, 
and was the first time Prem had 
participated in the M.L.K. Day 
production. Filled with person-
al monologues and anecdotes 

about childhood memories, the 
show allowed Prem to reflect on 
her past, expose her emotional 
vulnerability, and make a con-
nection with the audience.

“I watched the M.L.K. show 
the year before, and I loved how 
people were able to put them-
selves out there and be vulner-
able; it really resonated with me. 
I want to have the same effect on 
someone. If they went through 
something similar to what I did, 
I want them to know they could 
get through it,” said Prem.

In addition to being an ac-
tor, Prem directed “The 50% 
(Things We Are Too Scared To 
Say)” alongside Ria Vieira ’19. 
According to Prem, the ultimate 
purpose of her role as a director 
was to make the cast feel com-
fortable with one another. With 
her experience as an actor, Prem 

was able to empathize with her 
cast and foster a supportive en-
vironment.

“I think one of the most im-
portant roles of a director is 
helping your cast bond. It is 
one of the most fulfilling things 
about being in theater: making 
friends through your show,” said 
Prem. 

Prem’s friend Rachna Lewis 
‘19 has seen Prem’s work behind 
the stage. From the countless 
hours creating posters to read-
ing and rewriting monologues 
for “The 50%,” Prem has made 
her passion for theater and di-
recting evident, according to 
Lewis. 

“I was blown away by [‘The 
50%’]. I saw how much effort she 
put into it outside of class time. 
She made all the show posters 
to put around campus. She spent 

hours on those posters, making 
them perfect. She puts so much 
effort into everything she does. 
Seeing all of that come together 
on something she’s worked so 
hard on with [‘The 50%’] and 
even with a show that she’s been 
in is beautiful,” said Lewis. 

Ultimately, by allowing her-
self to be emotionally vulnerable 
both in her acting and directing 
roles, Prem has discovered that 
everyone undergoes similar ex-
periences and hardships. 

“You can go through experi-
ences and feel like they’re only 
yours, but when you strip every-
thing away we all share similar 
experiences. Everybody goes 
through them, everybody feels 
anxious sometimes and we all 
feel happy sometimes,” said 
Prem.

Rhea Prem ’19 Explores Emotional Vulnerability in Acting and Directing

NOEMI ELLIOTT

D.ZHU/THE PHILLIPIAN
Coming into Andover, Rhea Prem 
’19 never expected to dive into 
directing and teching theater.

When Lesley Tilghman ’19 was 
asked to recall one of her proudest 
moments in theater, she detailed 
her experience in the introductory 
acting class she took during the 
fall term of her Junior year, where 
she took on the role of a man who 
spoke about toxic masculinity, con-
doning spousal abuse, and assault.

“I did a very violent mono-
logue—I poured my heart and 

soul into it, I screamed it, I tossed 
a table, and I did it in front of the 
parents. And I was so proud that I 
had disrupted someone’s day with 
my terrible, horrible, no good, very 
bad monologue,” said Tilghman.

Tilghman fell in love with the-
ater long before Andover, and has 
been participating in the art form 
for as long as she could remember. 
Though she got her start on the 
stage, however, Tilghman quickly 
took an interest in directing at An-
dover.

“As an actor, there’s a lot that 
is out of your control. So you’re in 
control of your own performance, 
but ultimately your job is to make 
the director’s vision work. What I 
really just love is being able to have 
your vision come to life. As a direc-
tor, you’re able to step back and re-
ally appreciate it for what it is, and 
also have your particular vision 
come to life,” said Tilghman. 

Tilghman started directing dur-
ing the fall term of her Lower year 
in the play “44 Plays from 44 Presi-
dents.” She gained more experi-
ence directing DramaLabs and, af-
ter taking a class in directing, later 
graduated to directing her own 
Theater-901 show, called “Sexual 
Perversity in Chicago.” 

“[Directing is] something that 
really brings her a lot of joy, and she 
has a real vision whenever she goes 

into a directing project. She goes in 
with a clear idea of what she wants 
and she finds a way to make it hap-
pen,” said friend Katharine Wang 
’19, who worked as the technical 
director for ‘Sexual Perversity in 
Chicago.’”

With “Sexual Perversity in Chi-
cago,” Tilghman aimed to explore 
themes of sexuality and gender, 
which often serve as sources of in-
spiration for her directing.

“I’m bisexual myself, and I think 
it’s one of my favorite things to 
think about in theater, especially 
because theater is such an open 
place for all of that stuff. I’d almost 
say that I ‘gayed it up’ a bit. There’s 
subtext that was put in as part of 
my artistic liberties,” said Tilgh-
man. 

Tilghman believes that Ando-
ver let her explore directing, and 
hopes to continue directing plays 
and participating in theater beyond 
Andover.

“I think Andover has the re-
sources and the energy and the 
people in the department to put on 
a good show and to have opportuni-
ties available for people. Being here 
has enabled me to take advantage 
of opportunities that I wouldn’t 
have otherwise, specifically direct-
ing. This 901 that I’m doing, it’s not 
something that I would be able to 
do in other places,” said Tilghman.

Lesley Tilghman ’19 Explores Sexuality and Gender on Stage

A.BHAT/THE PHILLIPIAN
Lesley Tilghman ’19 started doing 
theater when she took Introduc-
tion to Theater during Junior fall.

DANIELA VELASQUEZ
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Tilghman enjoys incorporating themes of sexuality and gender in plays 
that she helps direct, produce, or create.

With a cue sheet in her hand 
and mic in her ear, Sasha Carnes 
’19 switched on the spotlight to il-

luminate the stage below her. As 
part of the tech crew, Carnes is 
responsible for working tireless-
ly behind the scenes to help the 
show run smoothly. Carnes cites 
the show “Hairspray,” which took 
place during her Junior fall, as her 
favorite production.

“[“Hairspray”] was a really 
bright and a large-scale produc-
tion. It was really inspirational 
and cool to see something play out 
on such a large scale,” said Carnes.

Although Carnes had a back-
ground in acting, her first expe-
rience with tech was during the 
annual Grasshopper production, 
where she fell in love with theater 
tech. According to Carnes, tech 
became a way to display her love 
for theater from another perspec-
tive. 

“I had no background in tech 
before I came here. I fell into it 
[Junior] fall because I had way too 

much time on my hands. Theater 
tech was a way to support the arts 
without having to participate in 
the acting part,” said Carnes. 

After four years of working as 
a technician, Carnes has gained 
valuable life skills by working 
with the tech crew and perform-
ers. Especially when putting to-
gether longer shows, she notes 
that technicians must be well-
prepared and patient. 

“[To be a technician, it re-
quires] commitment and a love 
for the arts. For a lot of tech, you 
have a lot to do within a short time 
frame, and then for larger tracks 
of time, you’re waiting for the next 
condensed period [so] patience is 
a big [skill as well],” said Carnes.

Out of all of the tech disciplines, 
Carnes enjoys stage managing the 
most because of the responsibil-
ity that comes with the role. As a 
stage manager, Carnes’s job is to 

cue other technicians during the 
show, as well as to handle the or-
ganizational aspect of tech. 

“[I really like] stage managing 
because it’s the most involved...
It’s rewarding. Having a back-
ground in each of the particular 
tech disciplines has made me 
sympathetic and aware of what 
goes on in each job and what can 
go wrong,” said Carnes. 

According to Carnes’s fellow 
technician and friend, Andrew 
Stern ’19, she works well with 
others and is always aware of the 
different needs of the entire pro-
duction crew. Her dedication and 
professionalism are two defining 
characteristics that have been 
noted by those around her.

Stern said, “In theater tech, 
there are a lot of moving parts and 
people to organize, and a lot hap-
pening at once in a time sensitive 
way...Sasha is always very respon-

sible and proactive. I think that 
often sets her apart from other 
people because she always take 
initiative on things before oth-
ers do and makes sure everything 
gets done.”

For Carnes, her favorite part of 
being involved in theater tech is 
forming relationships with other 
technicians, as well as being able 
to continue working in the arts. 
For these reasons, Carnes hopes 
to continue tech after Andover. 

“[My favorite part of being in 
tech is] being able to support oth-
er people and artistic vision and 
see it through to fruition. There’s 
also a wonderful community of 
people involved in tech that I get 
to spend time with. I think a lot of 
people involved in tech are kind 
and funny and fun to spend time 
with,” said Carnes.

Sasha Carnes ’19 Supports Love for the Arts with Theater Tech
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According to Sasha Carnes ’19. her 
favorite part of teching is being 
able to see others’ artistic vision 
come to life.

IRENE KWON

Hosshini Suraj ’19 first dis-
covered her love for tech while 
taking theater basics as her 

sports during Junior fall. Since 
then, she has busied herself 
with building sets, teching, and 
stage managing shows.

“I really love public speak-
ing and I really love talking to 
crowds, but I thought if I did 
tech, I would have the oppor-
tunity to try something new—
something I haven’t really done 
before,” said Suraj.

Suraj was involved in the 
creative process for “For Col-
ored Girls,” by sitting down 
with the cast and unpacking 
and analyzing the script. Ad-
ditionally, as a stage manager 
for “Big Love,” she helped look 
at issues like gender, race, and 
sexuality. 

“I think I really delve into 
the text more when I am stage 
manager or assistant stage 
manager because I have a larg-
er role in the play. And in terms 

of inspiration, I think it is very 
inspiring to see all of the ac-
tresses and actors channel their 
emotions into their roles, and 
it makes me want to put on a 
very good show in terms of the 
tech,” said Suraj. 

Although she is not as in-
volved in the creative process 
for dance shows, Suraj still 
finds a lot of excitement and 
appreciation by doing tech for 
them. According to Suraj, when 
she was a stage manager for the 
Dance Open last year, she had 
to concentrate on making sure 
the timing for the lights was 
correct.

“I know some of the dance 
shows, you have to call lights 
really fast...you have to wait 
for the dancer to pirouette or 
leap or something and you have 
to call it right at the exact mo-
ment. I’m not a dancer, so I 

have to concentrate on what 
they’re doing so I know one of 
the shows we got everything 
just perfect. That felt really 
good,” said Suraj. 

One of Suraj’s best friends, 
Mangai Sundaram ’19, has seen 
the progression of Suraj’s tech 
career at Andover beginning 
their Junior year, and thinks 
the tech world is perfect for 
her. 

Sundaram said, “I loved 
seeing her from [Junior] year, 
when she was telling me that 
she was in theater basics, to 
being stage manager because 
I think that she’s very good at 
not letting the pressure get to 
her. She’s really good at having 
a strong work ethic and she’s 
very organized in that sense, 
and so I think she’s really good 
at communicating with a lot of 
people around her and problem 

solving on the spot.”
Suraj found a love for tech 

at Andover, and will walk away 
with close friends and an ap-
preciation for all of the memo-
ries and accomplishments that 
she experienced doing tech. In 
college, Suraj plans on being in-
volved in theater in some way, 
and is open to trying many new 
things. 

“I don’t think I would have 
had the opportunity to do 
tech if I weren’t at Andover. 
I think Andover is one of the 
few schools that allows kids 
to touch thousands of dollars 
worth of equipment without 
a lot of adult supervision...
[Shows are] 100 percent stu-
dent run, and for that to hap-
pen, there [needed] to be a lot 
of trust from the faculty at An-
dover,” said Suraj.

Hosshini Suraj ’19 Brings Creativity, 
Communication, and Work Ethic to Tech 

L.BINGHAM/THE PHILLIPIAN
Hosshini Suraj ’19 began her tech 
career as a Junior at Andover and 
has done tech ever since.

NATALIE CHEN
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When Christina Cho ’19 
plays cello, her mind goes 
blank and she lets her muscle 
memory do the work. Taking 
deep breaths as her fingers 
fly across the neck of her cel-
lo, Cho has performed many 
times at Andover. She was 
a Senior Soloist during Fall 
term, playing the Elgar Cello 
Concerto with the Academy 
Orchestra supporting her. 

Cho’s friend and fellow mu-
sician, Hazel Koh ’21, said, 
“She seems so focused in what 
she is playing… [From] the 
way she gets into the music, 
you can tell that she is feeling 
all these emotions and you can 
hear it in her playing as well.”

Before Andover, Cho had 
never had fulfilling orchestral 
experiences; however, once 
she arrived at school, she was 
able to join different music 
groups on campus. She started 
out in Amadeus as a Junior, 
and after practicing during 
the summer, Cho placed into 
Chamber Orchestra as a Low-
er. 

Cho said, “Andover is really 
good at making music acces-
sible to anyone. I went to this 
summer program; that was 
where I had a growth spurt, 
in terms of cello playing. My 
Lower year, I was in Chamber 
[Orchestra], and so I kept on 
practicing; I was a lot more 
motivated to improve.”

Through her practice and 
commitment, Cho has rede-
fined her personal definition 
of being a cellist. Cho has 
raised her self-expectations, 
knowing that she is capable of 
producing great music. 

“A lot of learning cello when 
I was younger was my teacher 
telling me when to change my 
bow and which fingerings to 
use. Now that I have gotten 
used to my own style of play-
ing, I know what works best 
for me and my hand, and my 
posture…When I am talking 
with my teacher, we are talk-
ing more about phrasing,” said 
Cho. 

Cho said that she found her 
own sound by playing in group 
ensembles, whether in small 
chamber groups or the larger 
Symphony Orchestra.

She also came to the revela-
tion that her mentality is a big 
component to the music she 
creates. 

Cho shared, “One of my 
main issues, and I’m still work-
ing on it, is my confidence 
when I play. A lot of times I’ll 
doubt myself, I’ll think a lot 
during performances and re-
hearsals. Going into the [se-
nior] concerto, I knew I had all 
the notes down… It just came 
down to what my mental state 
was. That’s when I realized 
that at a certain level, music is 
also a lot about how you think, 
and how you feel; it’s not just 
whether or not you can move 
your fingers really fast.”

Even though Cho is still 

working on her personal con-
fidence, she helps younger stu-
dents struggling with the same 
difficulty, according to Koh. 

Koh said, “I told [Christina] 
that I had a fear of performing, 

and apparently, she had that 
fear as well. I didn’t expect that 
because she sounded so confi-
dent as a senior concerto solo-
ist. She said that if I just keep 
playing and performing, then 

the confidence grows natu-
rally. Her story of overcoming 
this fear gives me hope. “ 

Christina Cho ’19 Develops Confidence while 
Acquiring Skills as a Cellist

SOMIN VIRMANI
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According to Cho, Andover has given her a fulfilling musical experience, inspiring her to continue improving.
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By playing in small ensembles, 
Christina Cho ’19 found her own 
sound and style of playing.

As her Band Director hoist-
ed up a large banner with the 
faces of her and three of her 
peers, eighth-grade Jenni Law-
son ’19 couldn’t help but smile. 
The hard work and dedication 
to practicing had paid off as 
they celebrated her acceptance 
to the Florida All-State band. 
Although at first she hadn’t 
originally been attracted to the 
clarinet, the instrument grew 
on her, and now has become 
something that she can always 
return to—a home.

Lawson said, “One of my 
proudest memories I think was 
when I made All-State. It was 
a big deal. Florida All-State is 
hard to get into, and four of us 
from my school got in when I 
was in eighth grade, and it was 
a big deal. My band director 
literally made a banner with 
our faces on it, and it’s still 
hanging in our band room. I 
just love the dynamics of a nice 
family-ish band.”

Lawson first picked up the 
clarinet when she was twelve 
years old. Initially, she wanted 
to play the french horn or the 
saxophone, but her band direc-
tor convinced her to start with 
the clarinet. Although the be-
ginning was challenging, she 
eventually found herself im-
proving and enjoying the in-
strument more and more. 

“My growth as a musi-
cian has been linked to my 
personal growth, because as 
I’ve gotten older and wiser, 
it sounds cliché, but my mu-
sic has more of a maturity to 
it. When I was really young 
and people would tell me to 
emote through my music or to 
express myself, it wouldn’t be 
forced, but it wouldn’t be as re-
fined or coherent emotionally 
as it could’ve been. But I think 
getting older has really helped 
with that. I’ve been able to ar-
ticulate different feelings and 
such,” said Lawson.

Sam Wright ’19, a friend of 
Lawson, has been a witness to 
her growth, which has been 
the result of her hard work and 
effort.

“I’ve always really admired 
how she gets into the music, 
you can tell by the way she 
moves while she’s playing that 
she’s wholly invested in what 
she’s playing. I also think her 
timbre is really warm and dark, 
which is something I think is 
unique and difficult to get on a 
clarinet,” said Wright.

According to Lawson, play-
ing the clarinet has become a 
part of her identity, rather than 
something she just does. Be-
cause of this, she believes she 
will continue to play in college.

Lawson said, “I think I will 
play in college—or at least I’ll 
try to. Afterwards, I’m not 
sure. I’ll definitely have mu-
sic in my life always in some 
capacity, whether it’s clarinet 
or singing. I’ll definitely try. I 
feel like at this point it would 
almost be a waste, because it is 
what’s gotten me as far as I’ve 
come. It’s something that’s an 
identity facet at this point, it’s 
not something I do as much as 
it is that something I am.”

Jenni Lawson ’19 Finds Family Through the Clarinet

ALEX PARK
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According to Jenni Lawson ’19, one of her proudest memories was when she made the Florida All-State competi-
tion for clarinet in eighth grade.
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Lawson began playing clarinet 
when she was twelve years old, 
and has matured in her playing 
since then.
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With three stark final notes, 
Mona Suzuki ’19 set down her 
bow and beamed upon the 

crowd. After playing the Vieux-
temps Violin Concerto No. 5 in 
the Senior Concerto Recital this 
past January. After the perfor-
mance, she felt proud to have 

her hard work pay off, knowing 
she had put her full efforts into 
it.

Suzuki said, “I’ve been play-
ing the violin for around thir-
teen or fourteen years since I 
was maybe four years old. My 
parents sort of started me off, 
but they never forced me into 
it; they put it in front of me and 
asked me if I wanted to play and 
I did since then.”

Though initially spurred by 
her parents, her love for classi-
cal music has pushed her to con-
tinue playing and prompted her 
to play many classical pieces.

“I really like listening to clas-
sical music. I remember when I 
was really little like when I was 
six, I wanted to play the Vitali 
Chaconne, which is one of my 
favorite pieces. I didn’t have 
the ability at the time, but I’ve 
come a long way and I’m actu-
ally playing it during my Senior 
Recital. The fact that I’m able to 
play the pieces that I really like 
is maybe one of the best quali-
ties about getting to play the 
violin,” said Suzuki.

Before coming to Andover, 
Suzuki had never played in an 
ensemble, and instead played 
more solo-oriented pieces. 

Since joining the orchestra, she 
believes that she has learned 
much about herself and her mu-
sic.

“Playing in an ensemble—you 
have to learn think about the 
larger picture. You aren’t play-
ing only for yourself, but also 
other people too. It’s being more 
mindful of others in general. It’s 
the biggest difference between 
playing with yourself and play-
ing with an orchestra, and it’s 
something that I noticed I’ve re-
ally grown with while playing,” 
said Suzuki.

Lauren Lee ’19, a friend and 
fellow orchestra member, be-
lieves that Suzuki has improved 
through her strong work ethic.

“Even seating-wise, [Suzuki] 
used to sit in the back of the sec-
onds, but over the years, as she’s 
gotten better and more skilled, 
she’s moved up. I mean, she’s 
sitting principal second. She’s 
set high goals for herself and 
we even to the Portugal [orches-
tra] tour together, so she’s been 
working a lot,” said Lee.

Music has been a big part of 
Suzuki’s life, serving as a key-
stone of her daily life and rou-
tine. As such, she plans to con-
tinue playing violin past her 

Senior year.
“Yes, I think I’m going to con-

tinue past high school. I mean 
I don’t really want to stop. I’ve 
been playing for so many years; 
it’s part of my routine. It stabi-
lizes me and I think I’m going to 
continue playing. It has been a 
big part of my life,” said Suzuki.

 Mona Suzuki ’19 Embraces Love of Classical Music Through Violin
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According to friend Lauren Lee ’19, Mona Suzuki ’19 demonstrates strong 
work ethic and dedication during practices.

ALEX PARK
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Suzuki has been playing the violin 
for around thirteen or fourteen 
years.
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After a brief self introduction, 
Eliot Min ’19 launched into a diz-
zying array of sounds as part of his 
annual routine for the revisit talent 
show this past March, in front of 
prospective students. 

“I especially enjoy the revisit 
talent shows because I get to rep-
resent the talents of Andover’s 
student body. Not only is that a big 
responsibility, it’s something that I 
feel I also owe back to Andover for 
helping me to cultivate that talent 
in the first place,” said Min. 

At Andover, Min is the vocal 

percussionist for the a cappella 
groups Yorkies and Keynotes, as 
well as the co-founder of Rifft, a 
beatboxing club. Outside of cam-
pus, Min has also worked with a 
cappella groups as a percussionist 
at programs such as the A Cappella 
Academy in Los Angeles. Min typi-
cally dedicates four to five hours a 
week on rehearsals alone, and the 
consistent practice has helped him 
develop sounds to a new level, ac-
cording to Min’s friend Vish Dhar 
’19.

“Beatboxing is a skill that takes a 
lot of time and a lot of dedication to 
develop, so you can’t just pick it up 
over a week or two. He’s put years 

of practice to be able to get where 
he’s at now. He consistently prac-
tices new things so that he can add 
it to his repertoire of all the differ-
ent sounds and beats that he can 
make. It’s a lot about the dedication 
and also his natural talent,” said 
Dhar.

Min creates many new sounds 
on his own through self-explora-
tion, and he often experiments in 
front of the mirror. One example is 
his cricket sound, which Min dis-
covered by sucking a small amount 
of air through the left side of his 
mouth, then tightening his lips. An-
other such sound is his signature 
bird tweet.

“I’d say a big part of the process 
for making new sounds is really just 
to make any possible sound you can 
and see if that can turn into any-
thing,” said Min. “On stage, if peo-
ple see me with a microphone, they 
may wonder, oh, is he singing? And 
then I’ll prove them wrong by mak-
ing some of the wackiest sounds 
they’ve ever heard. And I think the 
bird tweet is one of the sounds I 
used to this effect.”

Min’s friends also expressed 
their admiration for his sound mak-
ing abilities. Amy Chew ’20 went to 
an a cappella summer camp with 
Min last summer, where they de-
cided to sing “My Boy” by Billie 
Eilish. According to Chew, one part 
required Min to improvise, which 
he did in a way that was both im-
pressive and creative.

“I remember a specific part of 
the song where our director told 
Eliot that he could do whatever he 
wanted. Eliot came back the next 
day with this really cool beat, in 
which he incorporated a bunch of 
sounds that he made up, and fit it 
perfectly into our song. I can’t de-
scribe it in words, but it has been 
stuck in my head ever since,” said 
Chew.

Recently, Min has been teach-
ing beatboxing to younger students 

through his club, Rifft, hoping to 
cultivate new beatboxers for a cap-
pella groups on campus. According 
to one of his mentees, Kam Saal-
frank ’21, Min recognizes the chal-
lenges that often arise for those 
new to the art form, and is patient 
as a mentor.

“I think he said, ‘90 percent of 
beatboxing is just making stupid 
noises. The other ten is finally hit-
ting it.’ So, if you’re making stupid 
noises, it’s fine, he’ll work with you, 
he’ll wait for you to get it right,” 
said Saalfrank.

Additionally, Min sees Rifft as 
an opportunity to popularize beat-
boxing on campus and to share his 
love of the art form with others. He 
expressed gratitude for the ways in 
which Andover has cultivated his 
talents and he hopes that his pas-
sion will grow at Andover for years 
to come.

“I think it’s a shame that so little 
people are exposed to the art form. 
I’m just doing my part by bringing 
it to the attention of the Andover 
community. So far, we’ve had new-
comers to the club show they are 
dedicated to learning more about 
the intricacies of beatboxing, and 
that warms my heart. I hope beat-
boxing becomes big on campus in 
a few years,” said Min.

The bright stage lights of 
Carnegie Hall illuminated the 
Andover Chamber Orchestra 
as they performed a rendition 
of Joseph Suk’s “Serenade for 
String Op. 6.” Shyan Koul ’19 
led the viola section in the syn-
chronized stroking of their bows 
through the particularly chal-

lenging ups-and-downs of the 
fourth movement.

“I remember in our concert, 
we got up there and absolutely 
played our hearts out, and we 
killed it. It was such an incredi-
ble feeling…We were all listening 
to each other,” said Koul. “And I 
remember sitting there, playing, 
thinking: I just want to soak in 
this moment.”

Koul, both a violist and vocal-

ist, is the principle viola in or-
chestra, a Co-Head of Keynotes, 
and a member of Chamber Mu-
sic. Like many musicians, Koul 
tires to convey a message with 
his musical performance.

“I’ve always been a huge 
fan of emotional music; music 
that makes you feel something 
and music that exists at the ex-
tremes,” said Koul. “I think it’s 
really cool to take people on a 

journey like that to start a piece… 
have one emotion expressed at 
the beginning and then change 
that up as it moves along, and 
to think about the ways that 
both technique and mindset 
can change how the music is ex-
pressed.”

Despite his dedication to the 
viola, Koul feels that singing al-
lows him to connect to the audi-
ence in a way that the viola does 
not. Through his past experience 
performing, he has found that 
people are more enthusiastic in 
their appreciation of singing.

“Singing is more accessible in 
a sense. It is a lot easier to share 
something through singing just 
because everybody knows how 
to listen to singing and everyone 
knows how to sing along. For me 
that’s been a great way for me to 
connect with my family, to con-
nect with random community 
members,” said Koul. 

A friend of Koul, Christina 
Cho ’19, sees the ways in which 
Shyan makes the the music he 
performs his through his open 
mindset and overall positivity. 

“He always brightens my day, 
he’s always laughing and smil-
ing. I think he definitely has a 
lot of natural leadership abilities. 
He’s always willing to listen to 
other people’s ideas, and to try 
new things out. He’s not very 
chained by tradition, in a sense. 
If he thinks something sounds 
good, or wants to do something 
musically, he’ll do it,” said Cho.

Koul’s approach to music has 
been shaped by his upbringing. 
Growing up, his family placed 
emphasis on the importance of 
music. 

“I think that my family and 
the way I was raised has really 

pushed me to think about music 
justas an opportunity... I think 
that’s why it’s really stuck with 
me for so long, because I’ve seen 
how versatile it can be in con-
necting with a lot of different 
people,” said Koul. 

Koul feels that Andover has 
allowed him grow as a musician, 
because it has allowed him to 
explore singing in a safe environ-
ment. 

“I remember that in a Cof-
fee House, I don’t remember 
which one, I kind of messed up 
a little bit, and when I messed 
up, people cheered even louder. 
And to have that cushion of cam-
pus community really just root-
ing for you made everything so 
much better, because I felt that 
no matter what, I had nothing 
to worry about, and that I would 
have these thousand people who 
were so excited to see me do 
well,” said Koul.

Shyan Koul ’19 Connects with Others Through Viola and Singing
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On campus, Shyan Koul ’19 is the principle viola in orchestra, a co-head of Keynotes, and a member of Chamber 
Music.

JERRY SHU
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Eliot Min ’19 Cultivates Beatboxing Talents at Andover 
While Sharing Passion with Others

DANIELA VELASQUEZ

Shyan Koul ’19 enjoys pieces where 
he is able to convey an emotion to 
the audience.

M.ZHANG/THE PHILLIPIAN
Eliot Min ’19 first began beatboxing in seventh grade after his cousin introduced him to a beatboxing  videos. Min 
can now contort his mouth to 



Sam Wright ’19 stood among 
the cast of “Ragtime,” singing 
“Make Them Hear You” as the 
entire ensemble faced the audi-
ence. Wright played the role of 
Father in the musical produc-

tion, which was the first he had 
participated in at Andover. Ac-
cording to Wright, playing the 
role of Father presented many 
challenges.

“I had to play a racist, big-
oted, old white man, which isn’t 
a character I thought I’d play, 
but it gave the opportunity to 
tackle larger issues that other 
high schools might not be brave 
enough to put on. ‘Ragtime’ has 
a bunch of racial slurs, it tackles 
multiple aspects of racism—not 
only against African Americans 
but against other groups as well,” 
said Wright.

Wright has been involved in 
theater since he was nine and 
has been an active member of 
Andover’s theater department. 
Wright has also directed “Ghost 
Quartet,” a small production in-
volving four students that began 
rehearsing during the 2017-2018 
school year. 

“We actually started rehears-
ing this last year. It’s not with 
any faculty or anything, it’s just 
a small group of students that 
like this one musical … At a pub-
lic school, I wouldn’t have the 

resources, the time, I doubt the 
people who would be willing to 
invest themselves as much as 
we have into the project,” said 
Wright.

Chloe Webster ’20, Wright’s 
co-director for “Ghost Quar-
tet,” believes that Wright’s hard 
work, passion, and talent for mu-
sical theater has allowed him to 
be successful. One such exam-
ple is the instrumental music in 
“Ghost Quartet,” which Wright 
composed himself.

“One of my favorite memo-
ries of working with [Wright] 
has been when the instrumental 
parts for our show that we’re di-
recting [‘Ghost Quartet’] weren 
’t scored in the script that was 
given to us. He actually wrote all 
of them out by ear in a matter of 
a few weeks, which was really 
admirable but also shows how 
hardworking and dedicated he 
is,” said Webster.

Through shows such as “Rag-
time,” Wright was able to expand 
his acting ability by portraying 
unique characters and widen-
ing his perspective, an aspect of 
theater that he was unable to ex-

plore prior to Andover.
“Before I got here, I only re-

ally played one type of character, 
and it was straight-laced, non-
quirky, not super interesting… 
Since I’ve gotten here, I’ve had to 
play Father in Ragtime, who is a 
very dramatic character. He has 

his own kind of story arc, some-
thing more complex… [now] I’m 
better at different types of roles 
and I’m not as timid or stuck in 
certain habits when it comes to 
acting,” said Wright.
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Standing before pages of sheet 
music, Chloe Choi ’19 began the 
long process of learning the no-
toriously difficult Sibelius violin 
concerto. She would then go on 
to compete in the Andover Se-
nior Concerto Competition and 
perform in the Cochran Chapel 
as a finalist. According to Choi, 
the learning process of a piece 
is often more gratifying than the 

end result. 
Choi has been playing the vio-

lin since she was five years old. 
Although she has been learning 
the instrument for over a decade, 
Choi found additional inspira-
tion after coming to Andover and 
observing other students around 
her. 

“When I first started learning 
violin, my parents didn’t agree, 
so we made a deal where I had 
to play until I was eighteen. So, 

I couldn’t quit it even though I 
was like, ‘Why am I playing this 
when I [am not] enjoying it and 
it [is] consuming all my time?’ 
When I came to Andover, I saw 
all these people who were doing 
both, which was surprising to 
me. I didn’t know that you could 
balance your life with music so 
well and at the same time be so 
good at playing,” said Choi. 

Since her Junior year, Choi 
has participated in the Ando-
ver music community mainly 
through orchestra. According to 
Choi, while Andover has many 
resources available for musically 
inclined students, it is the people 
who have made her experience 
enjoyable and memorable.

“There are so many students 
that I’ve been inspired by. Those 
people motivate you to work 
harder and to play harder and to 
think in a different way because 
they’ve already been down the 
same path before. I think in my 
career as a violinist at Andover, 
the people around me were the 
best part,” said Choi.

In addition to joining music 
groups on campus, Choi has also 
been involved with the Andover 
Lawrence Strings Community 
Engagement program. Choi has 
been part of the program since 
her Junior year and became the 

program coordinator during her 
Senior year. 

“[I] think that playing the 
violin is so essential to my life. I 
hoped that they could find some-
thing like that through their 
instrument, so that’s why I par-
ticipated in the program. I’m the 
coordinator now, and I had one 
student for the past three years 
and seeing her really improve 
over time was just spectacular,” 
said Choi.

According to Cathy Cho ’22, 
Choi has served as an inspira-
tional role model and a leader 
who exemplified dedication and 
kindness. Cho had the opportu-
nity to connect with Choi during 
the Chamber Orchestra’s trip to 
Portugal.

“As a [Junior], I felt the need 
to have a mentor, a person I 
could look up to. Coincidentally, 
Chloe was the first person I saw 
in Graves. She was so passion-
ate and immersed in her music. 
She then stopped playing, kindly 
asking what instrument I played. 
Since then, we got to know each 
other really well to the point we 
roomed together in Portugal. 
Her dedication and hard work 
ethic is what I admire the most. 
She is a true leader,” said Cho. 

After Andover, Choi hopes to 
further her music career by con-

tinuing to take classes and join-
ing an amateur orchestra while 
in college. 

“I would love to take music 
theory classes and music history 
classes in college, and participate 
in orchestra and play chamber 
music, go to concerts, and even 
if I am out of college, I definitely 
want to join an amateur orches-
tra. As much as I love playing 
solo pieces, I think symphonies 
are amazing, and I love being 
able to play with brass and winds 
and the full orchestra,” said Choi. 

Chloe Choi ’19 Exemplifies Leadership and Hard Work in Pursuit of Violin
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Chloe Choi ’19 cites finding proper time to rehearse as a challenge at Ando-
ver.

IRENE KWON
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Though Choi began playing the 
violin at five years old, she devel-
oped a strong passion after coming 
to Andover.

Sam Wright ’19 Cites Musical Theater 
as an Opportunity for Growth and Expression

ALANA YANG

Entering Andover as a pia-
nist and cellist, Lin turned to 
music as a source of emotional 
comfort, especially during the 
beginning of his Andover ca-
reer when he had to stop play-
ing hockey for his personal 

health. Lin used his struggles 
to improve his playing, making 
for more mature and layered 
performances.

“I definitely focused on mu-
sic through my rough patch. 
I used to be a hockey player, 
but then I couldn’t play any-
more because I had too many 
concussions. I really turned 

to music and focused on that,” 
said Lin.

On campus, Lin is a mem-
ber of Chamber Orchestra, 
Chamber Music, Fidelio, and 
Chorus, though Lin has most 
experience in playing piano 
and cello. His interest in mu-
sic first began after listening 
to his sister play the piano, and 
since then, he has used music 
as a creative outlet. Lin began 
learning the cello in elemen-
tary school. 

“I started playing the piano 
because my sister was taking 
lessons and I really enjoyed 
hearing her play, so I thought 
that I also wanted to play. In 
general, I think music is a great 
emotional outlet and a basis 
for creativity,” said Lin.

He found singing to be a 
very different musical experi-
ence than playing an instru-
ment. 

“When I went to Fidelio, the 
feeling was totally different 
from orchestra. Playing classi-
cal music is very stoic. I think 
when we’re singing in Fidelio, 
we are all listening very intent-
ly to each other,” said Lin.

As a fellow member of Fi-
delio and close friend, Chloe 
Webster ’20 has often seen Lin 
interact with the cello and mu-
sic. 

“When [Lin] plays the cello, 
you can tell he’s really involved 
in the music from his face and 
body. He’s sort of transcended 

the strictly conducting aspect 
of it, and he’s lost in his own 
interaction with the music 
while keeping with the group. 
It’s very beautiful to watch,” 
said Webster. 

As a musician, Lin has 
learned the importance of col-
laboration and the vast dif-
ferences between playing in 
an orchestra and singing as 
a group. He asserted that the 
key component in successfully 
performing in a group is work-
ing alongside others and main-
taining a group mentality.  

“It’s impossible to sing alone 
when you’re in a choir; you 
can’t pretend you’re a soloist. 
In orchestra, you can’t play 
well as a soloist, but you can 
have a soloist mentality and be 
fine. Whereas in Fidelio, you 
are not going to get through a 
piece on your own. In orches-
tra you see your own page, but 
in Fidelio, we all have the same 
score because we rely so heav-
ily on each other’s parts,” said 
Lin.

While performing, Bud-
dhism and mindfulness have 
helped Lin pay more atten-
tion to his surroundings and 
not get caught lost in his own 
thoughts. Lin commented on 
the importance of maintain-
ing the larger picture in mind 
instead of getting lost in his 
head. 

“I’ve been doing mindful-
ness for a while and I really 

value their teachings. I do Bud-
dhist mindfulness and medita-
tion. I think there are a lot of 
things like not getting lost in 
your thoughts or your sense 
of self and instead of getting 
the larger picture that are im-
portant to learn. People often 
get lost in their thoughts and 
it hinders how you can think 
about certain things,” said Lin.

While Lin does not plan to 
pursue music professionally, 
he hopes to continue to play 
music in the future.

“In college, there will defi-
nitely be opportunities to join 
music groups. Afterward, I will 
probably join local groups and 
if I get lucky enough to work 
part-time and also be a musi-
cian part time, I would love to 
do that,” said Lin.

Jonathan Lin ’19 Explores Voice, Cello, and Piano 
While Practicing Mindfulness

NOEMI ELLIOTT
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Jonathan Lin ’19 first began playing piano before he took up cello and 
voice.
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Lin integrates mindfulness prac-
tices in his playing.
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According to Sam Wright’ 19, par-
ticipating in theater at Andover 
has given him the opportunity to 
experiment with a variety of roles 
and improve his acting skills.
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Last year, Wright had a prominent role in the Theater Department’s pro-
duction of “Ragtime.”
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Illuminated in a small pool of 
purple light, Emily Jackson ’19 
and duet partner Michelle Jeon ’19 
mirrored each other’s movements, 
performing a series of partner lifts 
before embracing one another and 
walking off-stage in opposite direc-
tions. Jackson performed the duet, 
titled “The Last Time,” at the 2019 
Dance Open. 

“Our goal going into the dance 
was to make people cry, because it 

was our last time dancing together, 
so we [said], ‘We need to make this 
the most meaningful, passionate 
dance ever.’ In the end, it was one of 
the best dances I think I have ever 
choreographed,” said Jackson.

“The Last Time” was just one of 
many dances Jackson has choreo-
graphed and performed in during 
her time at Andover. 

Jackson is currently a Dance 
Board head, a Co-Head of Foot-
notes, the tap-dance group on 
campus, a member of Andover 
Dance Group (ADG), and a mem-

ber of SLAM, Andover’s step team. 
Last year, Jackson also served as a 
Dance Labs director, and was a di-
rector for this year’s Grasshopper 
talent show.

Jackson said, “I have never been 
so close to a dance community… All 
of the dancers I work with today, 
they are all amazing, and they each 
have their own little spark to them, 
so I love watching each dancer and 
getting inspired by their own per-
sonal movement.”

Jackson’s dance career started 
with her mother, who signed her 
up for dance classes before she was 
in kindergarten.

“When [my mom] was really 
little, she always wanted to tap 
dance, but her mom was like, ‘No, 
tap-dancing is annoying and loud. 
Don’t do it, it’s stupid’....So when I 
started doing it, [my mom] got real-
ly excited. So I guess she sees a little 
bit of herself in me, which I love. I 
think it’s really cute,” said Jackson. 

With her mother’s support and 
motivation from Andover dance 
instructors, Jackson has expanded 
her skills as a dancer. While she 
was a Junior at Andover, she began 
doing choreography. 

Jackson said, “I decided to cho-
reograph a piece in my [Junior] 
year for Dance Open, and Ms. 
Strong came up to me and [said], 
‘That’s a really big task for a [Ju-
nior], so why don’t you take this 
choreography class, and I can help 
guide you through it.’ So I’ve been 
choreographing for Dance Open all 
four years.”

Jackson discovered that chore-
ography was more than just putting 
dance moves to music, as she used 
to believe. 

“Rather than choreography 
being simply about movement, I 
learned that I could find inspira-
tion from anything. I learned how 
to tell a story through dance, how 
to express emotion through dance, 
or how to form connection with 
dancers and audience members 
through dance,” wrote Jackson in 
an email to The Phillipian. 

Yishu Chen ’19, a friend and fel-
low dancer, agrees that Jackson is 
able to convey emotion through 
her performances. 

Chen said, “Her energy really 
shines through in dance...Whenev-
er we talk about dance or choreog-
raphy, she gets really excited.”

Jeon added, “When she’s cho-
reographing, she always has the 
biggest smile on her face.”

While she was working on her 
duet with Jeon, Jackson suffered 
a back injury from a difficult part-
ner lift. Despite her injury, how-
ever, Jackson insisted on doing the 
dance as originally planned. 

Jeon said, “[After Jackson’s back 
injury] I was like, ‘I’m completely 
fine not being in this year’s Dance 
Open if that means you’ll be able to 
be with us for our last ADG show.’ 
And [Jackson] said, ‘Absolutely not. 
We’re still going to do it, we’re still 
going to do the big lift, we’re going 
to make people cry. That is what’s 
going to happen.’”

Jackson says that she owes her 

success in dance at Andover to the 
dance department, which she feels 
has given her many opportunities.

“The dance department is very 
intimidating to 9th graders, and a 
lot of 9th graders are a little scared 
to approach or ask questions,” 
Jackson said. “I’d definitely say 
don’t be afraid to reach out to any-
one to ask questions, and just really 
go for what your heart desires. The 
way to really get involved is...really 
just to not hold back at all. Because 
if you don’t go for it, you’ll never get 
the chances that I’ve had now.”

Emily Jackson ’19 Explores Dance Through Original Choreography
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Emily Jackson ’19 has contributed original choreography to every Dance 
Open show since her Junior year, either for her own pieces or as co-head of 
Footnotes, the tap dance group.

EMILY HUANG
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On campus, Jackson was involved 
in the dance department through 
Footnotes, Andover Dance Group, 
and SLAM.

Dressed in a camo crop top and 
black cargo pants, Aliesha Jor-
dan ’19 dances center stage with 
Hypnotiq, Andover’s hip-hop-
based dance group, at Grasshop-
per Night. Her movements are 
perfectly in sync with the rest of 
the group. This performance gave 
Jordan not only the opportunity 
to showcase her skills as a dancer, 
but also as a choreographer.

“My favorite dance so far has 
been the most recent Grasshop-
per, because I put a lot of work 
into choreographing it along with 
the other Hypno Co-Heads… I feel 
like it required a lot of stamina and 
it had a lot of different movements 
and ideas that really blended to-
gether well,” said Jordan.

Azariah Jones ’21, who dances 
alongside Jordan in Hypnotiq, 
SLAM, and Fusion, admires Jor-
dan’s ability to lead members of 
the dance groups by developing 
a positive atmosphere. For Jones, 
learning the routine that Jordan 
and the other Co-Heads of Hyp-
notiq choreographed for Grass-
hopper was a fun and enjoyable 
experience. 

“We learnt it really quickly, got 
to clean it really quickly, and it was 
really sharp… really good… and 
very technical and so it wasn’t just 
basic choreography. Learning it, it 
was super easy… [Jordan] broke it 
down step-by-step so we could see 
all of the different parts and it was 
really clear to everybody. It was a 
really good process,” said Jones.

Growing up, music and dance 
were an ever-present part of Jor-
dan’s culture. As a child, she was 
exposed to dance through social 
events, such as dance competi-
tions for kids at parties, and popu-
lar artists such as Michael Jack-
son. 

“From a young age, my inspira-
tion mainly came from Michael 
Jackson, because I remember I 
would watch him with my fam-
ily. We would watch the music 
videos and how he would create 
his dance routines and stuff and 
he’s just a very innovative person 
from that perspective. I am re-
ally inspired by his ability to create 
movement and I feel like on cam-
pus, people who have inspired me 

were people who I have met and 
who graduated,” said Jordan.

Jordan first began taking dance 
as an elective class during Spring 
Term of her Lower year, inspired 
after watching some of her friends 
perform onstage during school 
concerts. As she began to take 
dancing more seriously, Jordan 
shifted her focus from jazz to oth-
er styles of dance, such as hip-hop, 
Afro-Caribbean, and step. After 
coming to Andover, she has been 
exploring dance through choreog-
raphy.

“My Lower Year, I took a class 
with [Erin] Strong, [Instructor in 
Theatre and Dance], about cho-
reographic elements and seeing 
dance not only as a form of en-
tertainment but like how to con-
struct dance itself, and what are 
the different methods to make 
the dance purposeful… whatever 
you’re trying to get the audience to 
understand from the dance. I have 
definitely developed my skill in 
dancing itself, but I also have more 
of an appreciation for it now that I 
understand what it takes to create 
an actual dance,” said Jordan.

After coming to Andover, Jor-
dan has established her presence 
as a leader in the dance commu-
nity on campus, becoming the Co-
Captain of Slam and Co-Head of 
Fusion and Hypnotiq. According 
to Abby Ndikum ’20, the other Co-
Head of Fusion, Jordan possesses 
natural leadership abilities and a 
devotion to dance.

“Aliesha embodies the raw 
emotions of humanity through 
dance. I have been blessed with 
the opportunity to work with her 
as a Fusion Co-Head, and she al-
ways brings nothing less than her 
best to the table! She’s a natural 
leader, respected by everyone in 
the community for being herself. 
I am so privileged to have her as 
a friend and sister in my life, and 
I know that she will continue to 
bless other people with her pres-
ence and love for dance,” said Ndi-
kum.

Jordan attributes part of her 
growth in the realm of dance to 
the people who have supported 
and influenced her thus far. As 
part of the Andover dance com-
munity, she was particularly in-
spired by Justice Robinson ’18, a 
former dancer and producer for 
DramaLabs.

“I remember my freshman year 
when I auditioned for Hypnotiq, 
[Robinson] was the main person 
that I remember from my audi-
tion, and she definitely saw me 
through and helped me develop 
into the dancer I am today,” said 
Jordan.

Over time, Jordan has gained a 
deep appreciation for dance for its 
complexity, expressiveness, and 
cultural significance. She hopes to 
continue pursuing her passion for 
dance in the future.

“[Dance] will always be a major 
part of who I am so I plan on con-
tinuing to dance with groups at 

school. I also want to try going to 
more professional studios. I’ve al-
ways wanted to follow a more pro-
fessional path in dance to create 
and perform for larger audiences, 
but for now I will just appreciate 
it as one of my passions and see 
where that takes me,” said Jordan.

Editor’s Note: This article origi-
nally ran on January 25, 2019. 

Aliesha Jordan ’19 “Embodies the Raw Emotions of Humanity Through Dance”

SHIRA WOLPOWITZ
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Aliesha Jordan ’19 started explor-
ing the realm of choreographing as 
a Lower at Andover. 

Michelangelo Neff ’19 leaped 
onto the stage of Dance Open 
as the opening notes of “Come 
Together” by the Beatles start-
ed echoing through Steinbach 

Theater. At the highest point 
in the song, Neff performed an 
“Over the Top,” a jump where 
he sticks out his leg and jumps 
over it with the other. In this 
duet with Jackson Diodati ’20, 
Neff liked to incorporate eye-
catching tricks like this jump 

into the choreography. 
Diodati said, “He’s able to 

make a lot of sounds and do a 
lot of cool tricks without mov-
ing his body all around, which I 
think is pretty cool. He’s able to 
do really complex steps with-
out showing that he’s working 
hard—he certainly is, but he’s 
making it look like it’s easy.” 

On campus, Neff is a member 
of Footnotes and a Co-Head of 
Hypnotiq. He has been dancing 
since the first grade, when his 
parents enrolled him at a local 
dance studio. There, he began 
learning tap dancing and hip-
hop. 

Neff said, “I especially love 
being able to feel the music, and 
represent the music through 
my own movements. Tap is 
very rhythmic, and a lot of it 
is repeating certain sounds or 
steps but in different rhythms. 
So that’s really fun because 
you can compound different 
rhythms together and layer 
them on top of the music...hip-
hop is more about interpreting 
the music,” said Neff. 

Diodati met Neff at their lo-
cal dance school, Nancy Chip-
pendale’s Dance Studios, in 
third grade, and they’ve been 
close friends ever since. Diodati 

commented on how Michelan-
gelo has changed over his time 
at Andover.

“When I first met him, he 
was a pretty shy kid. He cer-
tainly liked dancing, but was 
a little shy to go on stage. But 
now, he’s totally not shy at all, 
and loves getting on stage and 
dancing, which is pretty cool,” 
Diodati said.

Neff says that he feels he’s 
learned how to dance more 
freely in time at Andover as 
well. He feels that Andover has 
helped him grow as a leader, 
and helped him find himself as 
an individual dancer.

“Before [Andover], I did 
competition dancing, but that 
was very much just one in a 
group. It was all about fitting 
in, and being exactly in sync, 
and doing exactly the same 
thing as everyone else. But in 
hypnotiq now, I’m a co-head, so 
I’m a leader and I help choreo-
graph and make dances. I’ve, 
throughout these four years, 
had to learn how to improv and 
dance on my own,” said Neff. 

In his position as Co-Head, 
Neff strives to follow the ex-
ample of previous leaders by 
putting his entire self into Hyp-
notiq. He hopes to emulate the 

passion that the previous co-
heads had for dance. 

“Justice [Robinson ’18] put in 
so much of her time and energy 
into Hypnotiq...to see how pas-
sionate she was—not just for 
dance as a whole, but for this 
group itself—really inspired me 
to want to put in the effort to 
make the group do well and to 
give it my best attention and ef-
fort,” said Neff.

Michelangelo Neff ’19 Emerges as an Individual Dancer in Leadership Roles
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Though Michelangelo Neff ’19 mostly participated in large group competi-
tion dances before coming to Andover, he found the opportunity to express 
his individuality through dance on campus. 

ARIANA VELASQUEZ
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Neff has found strong role models 
within the Andover dance commu-
nity whom he wishes to emulate.

C.NGUYEN/THE PHILLIPIAN

S.BAHNASY/THE PHILLIPIAN
On campus, Jordan is a leader of 
the dance community through her 
roles as Co-Captain of Hypnotiq 
and Co-Head of Fusion and SLAM.
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The light strums of stringed 
instruments accompanied 
Yishu Chen ’19 as she glided 
down the stairs as the Dew 
Drop Fairy in “The Nutcrack-
er” last winter. The strings 
were soon joined by the chime 
of bells, tinkling throughout 
the stage as Chen began her 
choreography. 

Since her Junior year, Chen 

had always wanted the role 
of the Sugar Plum Fairy and 
the Dew Drop Fairy. In this 
past winter’s “Nutcracker,” 
Chen played the role of the 
Dew Drop fairy, while Uanne 
Chang ’20 played the Sugar 
Plum Fairy. According to 
Chang, both she and Chen 
experienced a sense of fulfill-
ment from the two symbolic 
roles.

Chang said, “I think doing 
‘Nutcracker’ with her was a 
high point for the both of us 
because it was really hard. 
Sugar Plum and Dew Drop are 
both very demanding roles for 
us. But having that kind of op-
portunity to… perform such 
complex and difficult cho-
reography for a larger audi-
ence… was a very big debut for 
her, and for me as well.”

Chen began dancing at the 
age of four, and continued her 
passion after moving from 
Shanghai to Hong Kong. How-
ever, tedious practices and 
unchallenging programs in 
Hong Kong began to grow dull 
for her. According to Chen, 
most dancers in her studio 
viewed ballet as a side job, not 
bothering to get to know one 
another during rehearsals.

“If I had not come to An-
dover, I would have probably 

quit dancing, just because I 
was really sick of the whole 
ballet system in Hong Kong… 
not really being challenged, 
not really having any creativ-
ity,” said Chen. “Coming here, 
a world opened up… You defi-
nitely come out of every show 
a little bit different.” 

One of Chen’s largest turn-
ing points in her dancing ca-
reer was when she broke her 
leg in the winter of Junior 
year. According to her friend 
Emily Jackson ’19, Chen was 
always wishing she could be 
in the studio. After healing, 
Chen began dancing with a 
renewed sense of dedication.

“The moment I found out I 
had a broken leg, I didn’t even 
think about healing. I was 
just thinking, ‘When am I go-
ing to be able to dance again?’ 
Because it wasn’t really until 
that moment that I realized 
something meant that much 
to me. You don’t realize what 
you have until you lose it,” 
said Chen.

Jackson added, “She actu-
ally did a solo about her in-
jury for Dance Open last year, 
I think. And it was beautiful, 
oh my gosh, it was amazing. 
So I think she’s learned a lot 
from that injury. And now it’s 
funny because we joke about 

it a lot, and now she’s always 
dancing.”

Aside from encouraging 
Chen to continue dancing, 
Andover also provided Chen 
with more opportunities, 
exposing her to a variety of 
dance forms, including tap 
dancing as a member of Foot-
notes.

“When I got here, I saw 
there was Footnotes and it was 
no experience needed. So I 
was like, ‘This is my chance’… 
Now I’m choreographing tap, 
when I could barely tap four 
years ago, so that’s just been 
something that I wanted to 
make happen that did actually 
end up happening,” said Chen.

COURTESY OF YISHU CHEN

In this year’s Nutcracker performance, Chen played the Dew Drop Fairy, a 
role she’d dreamt of playing.

Yishu Chen ’19 Reclaims and Grows Her Passion for Dance

Matching her movements to 
the cadence of the music, Mi-
chelle Jeon ’19 stood on the 
shoulders of Emily Jackson 
’19 before bending backwards 
to grasp Jackson’s waist. This 
performance, called “The Last 

Time,” was choreographed by 
Jeon and Jackson and featured 
lifts and partner work. The dance 
was performed in the 2018-2019 
Winter Dance Open. 

“It was my Senior Dance Open 
and I’ve done it since my [Junior] 
year…so this was my last one, and 
it was definitely sad, [but I knew] 
that I had at least this one show 
that I could pour my own flair in, 
as well as Emily’s, because we co-
choreographed the piece,” said 
Jeon. 

Jeon began choreographing 
her own pieces starting Junior 
year. After coming to Andover, 
she began to pay more attention 
to her individual dancing style. 

“Once I got here, I realized 
that the kind of competitive jazz 
experience I had was actually 
quite different from what people 
here were expecting. Ms. [Nata-
lie] Wombwell, [Instructor and 
Chair of Theater and Dance], and 
Ms. [Erin] Strong, [Instructor in 
Theater and Dance], emphasized 
that we all move very differently, 
we have different body types, 
we have different personalities, 
and that should come off in our 
movements as well,” said Jeon.

Jeon began dancing at age 
three in ballet class, and she later 

became a competitive jazz danc-
er. Once at Andover, she learned 
modern dancing. 

“I started dancing when I 
was about three years old. My 
mom put me in a random bal-
let class in a yellow tutu and a 
tiara. From then on, I was com-
pletely hooked. I can’t remember 
a time when I wasn’t involved in 
some sort of dance … [Dance has] 
taught me discipline and per-
severance and being passionate 
about something and wanting to 
share it with other people,” said 
Jeon. 

Jeon is one of the Co-Cap-
tains of Andover Dance Group 
(A.D.G.). She cites the group’s 
trip to Wisconsin for the Region-
al High School Dance Festival 
as one of her favorite memories 
with A.D.G.

“When we all went to Wis-
consin together, we spent every 
waking moment together for five 
days, and that will change rela-
tionships. That was really cool, 
getting to see everyone try some-
thing new, and we got to begin to 
know each other in this way and 
in this vulnerable place where 
you get to feel and do movements 
you’ve never done before,” said 
Jeon. 

According to Sophie Liu ’20, a 
member of A.D.G., Jeon has been 
a hard-working leader whose 
compassion and determination is 
noticed by many of her peers. 

“Michelle is really great at 
connecting with everybody in the 
sense that not only is she a great 
dancer and works really hard, but 
she also takes time to ask how 
you’re doing and check in on ev-
erybody,” said Liu.

Jeon hopes to continue danc-
ing in college. Though she’s un-

certain about how dance will 
play a role in her life, Jeon hopes 
to continue incorporating dance 
into her life.

“I’m not sure how I’m going to 
keep dance in my life; maybe I’ll 
join a dance club and maybe it’ll 
just be a hobby, but I’m definitely 
planning on keeping it in my life 
in some way just because it’s 
been a constant throughout my 
life during everything that’s hap-
pened in my life,” said Jeon.

Michelle Jeon ’19 Leads Andover Dance Group with 
Compassion and Individuality

IRENE KWON
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Michelle Jeon ’19 began focusing 
more on developing her own dance 
style after coming to Andover. 

Wearing black peep-toe 
pumps, Isabella Berkeley ’19 
struck a pose to Rihanna’s 
“S&M,” completing the cho-
reography of Blue Strut’s per-
formance at the Club Show 
this spring. After the lights 
dimmed, Berkeley changed out 
of her heels and into her Hyp-

notiq jacket before heading out 
onto the stage with her other 
team. 

On campus, Berkeley is a 
Co-Head of Blue Strut, Ando-
ver’s jazz dance group, as well 
as Co-Head of Hypnotiq, the 
hip-hop dance group. Berke-
ley, who has been dancing for 
close to 12 years, was drawn 
to Andover because of its em-
phasis on the arts. She named 
getting Hypnotiq Co-Head as a 

highlight of her dance career, 
because she felt that it was a 
surprise and a challenge for 
her. 

“Getting Co-Head for 
Hypno[tiq] was a really big 
moment for me, because I was 
classically trained in dance 
and Blue Strut was more in 
my wheelhouse. Trying out 
for Hypnotiq was a huge risk 
and then once I got Co-Head, I 
felt a lot more confident,” said 
Berkeley. 

Aliesha Jordan ’19, fellow 
Co-Head of Hypnotiq, said 
that Berkeley’s dance style 
transcends different genres. 
According to Jordan, Berkeley 
is versatile while dancing and 
uses her experience in dance 
to make her stand out on stage. 

“On Strut, she has the sass 
and the attitude and the con-
fidence that grabs the atten-
tion of the audience and when 
that energy carries over into 
Hypnotiq, it’s just as powerful. 
In modern or jazz dance, the 
movement is a bit more fluid 
than what you see in hip-hop, 
but she definitely uses fluidity 
and grace to her advantage to 
make herself stand out,” said 
Jordan. 

According to Berkeley, ad-
vanced dance technique is a 
large requirement for mem-
bers of Blue Strut. When per-
forming on stage, however, 

Berkeley cites stage presence 
as the most important element. 

“I think a stage presence, 
especially on Strut, is what we 
look for. The technique is pret-
ty teachable but stage pres-
ence and smiling and connect-
ing with audience is the most 
important part, because that’s 
what you’re ultimate there to 
do, to impact the audience,” 
said Berkeley. 

As a choreographer, Berke-
ley gains inspiration from the 
people on her dance teams, 
including Emerson Judson 
’20, fellow Co-Head of Blue 
Strut. Berkeley has also found 
mentors in her Hypnotiq Co-
Heads, Michelangelo Neff ’19, 
Alicia Basquiat ’19, and Jordan. 

Berkeley relied on her Co-
Heads through stressful times 
to help lead the groups and 
create successful performance 
pieces. 

“Creatively, I think [Hyp-
notiq] was a partnership no 
one really saw coming. I was 
really proud when we did our 
Grasshopper performance and 
it was a huge mashup. It was a 
lot to take on and they were so 
supportive, especially through 
Senior Fall which was a hard 
time and I definitely don’t 
think Hypno would be what it 
is without them,” said Berke-
ley. 

Berkeley, who is planning to 

continue dance in college, ad-
vises beginner dancers to per-
severe and continue pursuing 
their passions

“I think it’s really easy to 
measure your success by what 
clubs you make and what you 
get cast in… I would say keep 
going even if you don’t make 
the clubs, take all the dance 
classes you can and just be-
come friends with people in 
the arts at Andover not just 
teachers because your students 
can teach you a lot more stuff 
than you know,” said Berkeley.

Isabella Berkeley ’19 Takes Risks while
Experimenting with Different Dance Styles

M.ZHANG/THE PHILLIPIAN

Isabella Berkeley ’19 draws inspiration from all of the dancers she has 
worked as co-head with in both Hypnotiq and Blue Strut. 

JANE PARK
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According to Isabella Berkeley 
’19, one of her proudest achieve-
ments at Andover was becoming a 
Hypnotiq Co-Head.

EMMA FU
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According to  Yishu Chen ’19, danc-
ing at Andover helped her rekindle 
her passion for the activity.
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COURTESY OF CAROLINE REN
One of Jeon’s favorite memories was her duet with Emily Jackson ’19 at 
this year’s Dance Open. 
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Since middle school, Claire 
Lee ’19 has always considered 
fashion to be at the forefront 
of her life; however, in recent 
years, she has transformed her 
passion into a career. She has 
created a name for herself— 
“Claireleeyours” — across her 
Internet blog, Instagram, Pin-
terest, and Twitter. 

“It was made clear to me 
from very early on that my 
parents were not going to sup-
port anything frivolous and 
that fashion would be limited 
to the ‘basics.’ At 13, I knew I 
had to make my own money if 
I wanted to wear what I want-
ed,” said Lee.

Lee credits the develop-
ment of her interest in fashion 
in part to her “peripatetic über 
fashionable aunt,” who in-

spired Lee starting from a very 
young age.

“[She] tilled the soil for my 
appreciation for fashion and 
what it could stand for — an 
opportunity for adaptation 
and growth, a disco party for 
the eyes, a nice complement to 
intellectual prowess, and now 
a way to promote sustainabil-
ity,” said Lee. 

For the past five years, Lee 
has written about style trends, 
fitness, food, and beauty, re-
ceiving brand deals from com-
panies like Tumi, Glossier, and 
Flash Tattoos, and has become 
a brand ambassador for cor-
porations like Revolve, Case-
Mate, and Michi NY. However, 
it took much trial and error 
and effort on Lee’s part to get 
to where she is now.

“Because there was cer-
tainly a large element of the 
unknown when I first started 
my business, especially in the 

realm of legality and account-
ing, I had to tread the waters 
carefully and seek lots of help 
from anyone that was willing. 
There was a lot of trial and er-
ror…but I learned a lot from 
the initial challenges,” said 
Lee.

In order to balance out her 
academic and professional 
careers, Lee keeps a strict 
schedule and often prioritizes 
schoolwork during especially 
stressful weeks.

“She always stays organ-
ised by using multiple physical 
planners which helps her to 
keep on top of all her work and 
commitments. She makes sure 
to plan out her days and weeks 
in order for her to balance her 
work, school work and free 
time,” said friend Natasha Co 
’19.

On her blog, Lee has encour-
aged her readers to be more 
sustainable with “2ndhand 
Stories,” where she showcases 
her favorite secondhand pieces 
to demonstrate how everyone 
can still achieve fashionable 
looks with reused clothing.

“As I became more involved 
with exploring secondhand 
fashion in my business endeav-
ors, I began to see how harm-
ful the clothing industry re-
ally was to our environment…
Because the fashion industry 
is the second largest polluter 
in the world behind oil, some-
thing needs to be changed,” 
said Lee.

In the summer of 2017, Lee 
launched “Coutourial,” an on-
line store with curated pieces 
from eco-friendly California 
vendors, with her sister’s help. 

“There’s nothing more em-
powering than being able to 
trust your own instincts and 
then follow through. When 
making big or small decisions 
in my business, I feel fortunate 
to be able to take control in-
stead of answering to someone 
else,” said Lee.

Textile Pollution Encourages Claire Lee ’19 
to Explore Sustainability in Fashion

CELESTE ROBINSON

On January 26, a wintery 
Saturday, Ian Hurley ’19 and 
his friends sat in the basement 
of Morse among string lights 
and R&B music, watching as 
the latest drop for their brand 
and on-campus club, Kidoko-
ma, sold out in less than half 
an hour.

“[It was] probably my proud-
est moment in the club so far 
because we sold out in under 
30 minutes. It was supposed 
to be a two-and-a-half hour 
shop, but… the stuff we made 
sold out in 20 minutes, and the 
vintage stuff sold out in an-
other 20 minutes after that. It 
was good to see that your work 

pays off,” said Hurley.
Hurley’s journey into the 

realm of art began with pho-
tography, an avenue he ex-
plored beginning in freshman 
year. Since then, Hurley has 
extended his artistic skills 
from doodling and basic pho-
tography to fashion design. 

“I always had an interest 
in fashion, so I leaned toward 
fashion photography, and that 
kind of led into me thinking, 
‘I want to learn how to sew.’ I 
knew how to sew, but I wanted 
to learn how to make things. 
So, I basically started doing 
that in my lower year, and I 
really got into it in my upper 
year,” said Hurley.

During his time at Ando-
ver, Hurley has worked with 
the costume shop in the The-

ater Department in addition to 
founding Fashion Design Club, 
better known as Kidokoma. 
According to Hurley, the club 
was formed out of the absence 
of fashion as an extra-curricu-
lar on campus.

“I realized that at the time, 
in my Upper winter, a lot of 
people enjoy fashion on cam-
pus, but there’s no outlet for 
people who want to make 
something. I feel like there’s a 
difference between being in-
terested in fashion and want-
ing to create something. I 
wanted to make an outlet for 
students who wanted that,” 
Hurley said.

Hurley creates his pieces 
from thrifted clothes or other-
wise unused garments, stitch-
ing them together and taking 
components from each item. 
According to Hurley’s friend 
and Kidokoma board member 
Nick Demetroulakos ’19, it is 
much harder than it looks.

“It sounds a lot easier than 
it is to pick two random shirts 
and stitch them together and 
have them look good. I think, 
generally, he’s really good at 
finding two shirts and figuring 
out if they’ll actually look good 
together. A lot of the times, it 
pays off. They complement 
each other, but they also con-
trast enough that it’s obvious 
that there are two different 
things going on,” said Deme-
troulakos.

Hurley sees his fashion de-
sign as a form of art more than 
anything else. His designs 
verge on more artistic than 
practical purposes.

“If I find a winter coat and 
it’s in the middle of winter, I’m 
not going to buy that because 
someone could actually use 
that for something. I look for 
stuff that may not be bought. 
More often than not, the stuff 
I make is more considered art 
than something to be worn,” 
Hurley said. 

Hurley also isn’t afraid to 
take risks, often forging his 
own style, according to Kido-
koma co-head Sam Yoon ’19, a 
friend of Hurley’s.

“I don’t think Ian is a very 
scared person, to be honest. I 
don’t think that he’s the type of 
person to think, like, ‘oh, this 
seems too dangerous to do this 
idea.’ If anything, I feel like I’m 
the one saying, ‘oh, we might 
not be able to do that,’” Yoon 
said.

Moving forward, Hurley 
plans to pursue fashion design 
as a career, while also poten-
tially focusing on the business 

aspect of fashion.
“All the schools that I ap-

plied to, I applied to their 
fashion design program… Ob-
viously, I want to focus on 
fashion design, but you always 
want experience in business if 
you’re doing something with 
fashion. Both ends of the spec-
trum are really helpful,” Hur-
ley said.

Ian Hurley ’19 Discovers Fashion Design as an Art Form at Andover

JERRY SHU
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When Lee first started her fashion boutique she encountered a lot of trial 
and error in terms of managing finances and accounting.

A.PHILLIPS/THE PHILLIPIAN

Ian Hurley ’19 initially began his fashion career through photography.

A.PHILLIPS/THE PHILLIPIAN

Claire Lee ’19 was inspired by textile pollution and fast fashion to adopt 
more sustainable fashion alternatives,  such as maintaining a blog where 
she shows her favorite secondhand pieces.

A.PHILLIPS/THE PHILLIPIAN
During his Upper winter, Hurley co-founded Andover’s Fashion Design 
Club, also known as Kidokoma, with his friend Sam Yoon ’19. Their inten-
tion of founding Kidokoma was to provide students who were interested 
in fashion with an alternative avenue to foster their passion.

S.YANG/THE PHILLIPIAN
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Illuminated by the flickering 
candles in Abbot Circle, Susan 
Lee ’19 performed her poem in 
front of dozens of students and 
adults at last year’s Take Back 
the Night. Her poem, “Ode to 
Bonnie,” commemorated the 
life of her great-aunt Bonnie, 
who had experienced many 
years of sexual abuse. Though 
being chosen to perform was 
very unexpected for Lee, it 
ended up becoming an empow-
ering memory from her time 
at Andover and has influenced 
her poetry.

“[The poetry club Word] 
needed a poet to perform for 
the annual Take Back the Night 
event. I volunteered myself on 
a whim…Performing that to 
that circle of people who were 
standing in the Abbot campus… 
It was really emotional, power-
ful, and merging of my personal 
life, my family life, my politi-
cal statements that I wanted 
to make, and my poetry and 
art. That was the spark for me 
in that I realized I could tack-
le this whole nexus of issues 
through poetry,” said Lee.

Lee began writing poetry in 
ninth grade at her international 
school in South Korea. Her in-
terest piqued after she viewed 

several videos of spoken word 
poetry from the YouTube ac-
count “Button Poetry.” Her 
coming to Andover has posi-
tively influenced her writing. 
Currently, when Lee writes 
poetry, she focuses on the lan-
guage she uses and what mes-
sages it conveys to the reader 
as a way to “decolonize” her 
writing. In doing so, Lee is also 
investigating how a Western 
framework of language influ-
ences the way she writes po-
etry.

“When I came to Andover, it 
was when I first started to be-
ing challenged to think about 
the way language operates, 
what kind of frameworks am I 
using when I use language… My 
poetry has been churned out in 
a very different way because 
of those academic courses that 
I’ve taken at Andover, so I try to 
think of ways to decolonize my 
poetry,” said Lee.

Lee cites Katherine Heffer-
nan, former Teaching Fellow 
of English, as an influential 
figure and mentor. According 
to Lee, Heffernan helped Lee 
understand the importance of 
language in poetry and was in-
strumental in Lee’s research 
process for her Brace Fellow-
ship paper and presentation 
— a project exploring how 
dominant Western, colonial 
perspectives influence the per-

ception of different ethnicities 
in pornography.  

“When I first started doing 
my Brace project…what I found 
was the idea that language in-
forms the way people identify 
themselves. Ms. Heffernan was 
the one who showed me the 
bones of that process, the re-
lationship between language 
and identity, and that, I think, 
in a lot of inexplicable ways, 
must have impacted the way 
I approach work when I try 
to make art and when I try to 
write poetry,” said Lee.

After Andover, Lee plans 
to return to her home coun-
try of South Korea for a gap 
year, where she will study Ko-
rean. After this experience, Lee 
hopes to be able to create po-
etry in both languages in order 
to better represent both the Ko-
rean and American sides of her 
identity.

“My plan right now is to go 
back home, first learn Korean… 
I’ll be taking classes, start be-
coming literate in that language 
and I really love to see if I can 
craft in Korean and I can write 
poetry in Korean. I think that’ll 
really supplement a lot of the 
things that I’m thinking about 
and trying to break normative 
symbolisms and trying to craft 
something that’s my own,” said 
Lee.

Susan Lee ’19 Unpacks the Colonization of Language with Poetry

ALANA YANG
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During her gap year before attending college, Lee will take some time to 
gain fluency in Korean and read more Korean poetry.

A nine-year old Angelreana 
Choi ’19 anxiously handed her 
first ever poem to her father, 
waiting to hear what he’d say 
about her depictions of the 
fog and mist she saw outside. 
According to Choi, his glow-
ing affirmation inspired her to 
keep writing.

“These are my own words 
and my own story that I’m tell-
ing, and my family likes it and 
they enjoy reading it. And so 
that was super cool for me, 
especially from a young age, 
to get that affirmation. So I’ve 
been reading and writing poet-
ry for quite a while,” she said.

At Andover, Choi co-heads 
Word, the spoken word poetry 
group in which she has par-
ticipated in ever since she en-
tered as new Lower. She’d al-
ways had an interest in poetry, 

but found that spoken word 
showed her an entirely new as-
pect of it. 

“After coming to Andover, 
my eyes were really opened 
to the world of spoken word,” 
she said. “After coming here, 
I learned how natural spoken 
word poetry is because it’s 
poems that you write just to 
share with others.”

Despite a busy schedule, 
Choi enjoys writing when she 
gets time to herself. When she 
does write, she likes to address 
themes in her art that she feels 
other people may understand, 
such as family. 

“I like to address family and 
just like my own personal ex-
periences because I feel like I 
just like writing about things 
that can be relatable to a lot of 
people… I don’t intentionally 
write about a specific topic, 
it’s more like what comes to 
me that day or what I’m sort of 

thinking about that day, which 
leads me to write that poem,” 
she said.

During last year’s Grass-
hopper, Choi did just that. In 
contrast to many of the high 
energy performances, she 
took a more sentimental route 
and read aloud a poem about 
her father to fit the “2000’s” 
theme.

“[M]y poem was about my 
dad and the sacrifice and the 
hard work that he has put into 
my life...being on stage and 
sharing spoken word with peo-
ple was just an amazing expe-
rience, and to do that for four 
different shows, and reaching 
different people and a differ-
ent audience every time was 
super amazing,” she said. 

It was during this per-
formance that Choi became 
friends with Lesley Tilghman 
’19. Tilghman expressed how 
impressed she was at first 

hearing Choi’s poetry. 
“When she performed her 

spoken word poem, I genuinely 
thought she was reading a pro-
fessional’s work. I was blown 
away when I first learned that 
it was an original… Angelre-
ana’s kindness and empathy 
contribute to her work,” said 
Tilghman. 

Another aspect of spoken 
word that Angelreana trea-
sures is the power that even 
the most simple of statements 
can have on an audience. She 
also feels as if that power al-
lows herself to open up on a 
more personal level. 

“[T]here’s something about 
sharing a poem that reveals 
something very intimate about 
yourself,” said Choi. “It makes 
you very vulnerable, and hav-
ing people around you listen to 
you and snap for you and clap 
for you and support you — it’s 
really special.”

Angelreana Choi ’19 Uses Spoken Word 
to Reach Audiences through Relatable Themes

T.WEI/THE PHILLIPIAN

Since joining WORD, Andover’s 
spoken word poetry group,  as a 
new Lower,  Angelreana Choi ’19 
has come to appreciate the power 
of simple statements.

ARIANA VELASQUEZ

According to Instructor in 
English Coreen Martin, when 
she asked her students to create 
a creative final project in Asian 
American Literature and Film 
last term, Andie Pinga ’19 creat-
ed a Buzzfeed quiz that explored 
ethnic stereotyping.

“[She] wrote these incred-
ibly poignant, funny, insightful 
responses to stereotyping ques-
tions about ethnic identity, and 
the second part framed that 
piece as a response to ways that 
cultural production can both rei-
fy and resist stereotyping. It was 
a fantastic read on every level!” 
said Martin.

Besides the Asian American 
Literature and Film elective, 
Pinga has participated in many 
writing-related activities and 
has written many personal and 
creative writing pieces for her 
classes. She served as Manag-
ing Editor of The Phillipian, vol. 
CXLI, a science section editor 
for “Blue Moon,” and a writer for 
the policy committee, where she 
used her writing skills to address 
campus issues.

“Something I learned from 
The Phillipian was how to write 
something that would resonate 
with a wide audience and that 
would also be accessible by wide 
audience. It also made me think 
about the ethics of the way writ-
ing is disseminated across com-
munities—the power of writing, 
the influence of it,” said Pinga.

M. Martin, who is also Pin-
ga’s English teacher and house 
counselor, enjoys reading Pin-
ga’s work especially for Pinga’s 
unique humor and creativity. 

“Andie’s writing is nimble 
and unbounded, and by that, I 
mean she can write in almost 
any genre, in any mode, on any 
subject. I mean, you can see that 
from the depth of her Phillipian 
articles, in her journalism, but 
also she has written memoirs, 
and she’s done creative pieces, 
and rigorous academic scholar-
ship on every level,” said Martin. 

In addition, Martin was also 
impressed by Pinga’s writing 
achievements outside of Ando-
ver. During Pinga’s Lower year, 
she attended the Global Youth 
Institute with the World Food 
Prize. Recently, she was selected 
for the Borlaug-Ruan Interna-
tional Internship and will spend 
part of her summer after Senior 
year in Chennai, India, working 
alongside researchers and scien-
tists studying food justice. She 
will then write another research 
paper that will be presented at 
the following World Food Prize 
conference in the fall of 2019. 

“I think the way she’s taken 
initiative to get her writing out 
in the world is what I’m really 
proud of her for doing. She found 
The World Food Prize … did a re-
search paper and sent it off, and 
won a prize. She was selected 
as the state representative from 
Massachusetts to go to this in-
ternational conference, and she 
did that on her own… I’m really 
proud of her for not only produc-

ing amazing work but having the 
courage to send it out beyond 
Andover,” said Martin.

In college, Pinga hopes to join 
the school newspaper or par-
ticipate in other writing-related 
activities while also incorporat-
ing her passion for food justice. 
Regardless of what she might do, 
Pinga knows that writing will re-
main a central theme in her life.

“I’m not sure what I’m going 
to major in. I think writing has 
been such a huge part of my life, 
and it’s my preferred mode of 
expressing myself, but it’s also 
from my experience here and my 
experience writing. I’ve realized 
how it’s such a powerful tool, 
and you can really mold it to fit 
whatever you do,” said Pinga.

Andie Pinga ’19 Writes “Unbounded” by Genre

T.WEI/THE PHILLIPIAN
Andie Pinga ’19 has utilized her 
writing skills as an Editor for 
“Blue Moon” and Managing Edi-
tor for The Phillipian.

SHIRA WOLPOWITZ

T.WEI/THE PHILLIPIAN
Andie Pinga ’19 spent the summer between her Upper and Senior year writ-
ing a paper detailing the stories of overseas Filipino workers.
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Ria’s 
Flick 
Picks
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Fall: “It”
Last fall, I was very ready for a type of movie that I’d never 
seen before. Besides a cool and enticing plot or new break-
through actors, I got that and a whole lot more from “It.” 
Before watching “It,” I had never seen a horror movie, and 
after watching the trailer, I vowed never to see that movie in 
my life. Now, I can say that I’ve seen the movie — start to fin-
ish — three times. 

Summary: 
Based on a Stephen King novel of the same name, “It” is about a mur-
derous shape-shifting clown that preys on the children in a town called 
Derry, Maine, every 27 years. A group of outcasts then set out to face 
their fears and end It’s terror.

Acting: 
The acting in “It” is what truly made this film for me. The movie stars 
Bill Skarsgård as It along with an ensemble of preteen actors. This 
includes Finn Wolfhard, Sophia Lillis, Jaeden Lieberher, and Jack Dylan 
Grazer, who all seemed to be anything but novices at giving very 
believable performances. Their fear in the presence of It felt immeasur-
able and even for a horror film, their comedic timing and delivery was 
impeccable.

Ria’s Rating: 9/10
Related Recommendation: “The Outsiders”

Directing and Writing: 
The collaboration between director Andrés Muschietti and writer 
Stephen King resulted in a truly brilliant horror novel adaptation. 
King’s absurdist plot paired with the children’s authentically mundane 
dialogue made for a story that felt as fictional as it felt real. Muchietti’s 
directing heightened this by his use of simple, ordinary primary colors 
in the town’s set and the children’s costuming paired with dark unusual 
mixtures of reds, blacks, purples, and browns, in It’s home in the sewers. 
This blend of two styles made the film even more unsettling as the 
ordinary and the absurd began to overlap. “It” was more than a horror 
film, however. The children helped each other to overcome problems 
that they faced at home with family or in school with bullies. The self-
proclaimed “Losers” become stronger, wiser, and more confident by 
the end of the film, which makes me feel like I could put this movie 
besides any other “coming-of-age” film. The film’s unnerving, quirky, 
and sometimes even humorous plot gave “It” so much uniqueness that 
I had to watch it more than once.

Summary
Every morning, Rachel Watson takes the commuter train to London, and 
during every ride she keeps an eye out for a certain house. To Rachel, a re-
cently divorced alcoholic, the occupants of that house, “Jesse and James,” 
represent her ideal life. She makes up stories about their day and fills in 
their silent drama with her own dialogues; it is her way of keeping herself 
occupied. However, one day, Rachel sees Jesse kissing another man--she is 
astounded. The morning after, Rachel finds herself severely injured, with no 
recollection of the night before. 

Spring: The Girl On The Train (Best Chantanapongvanij)

8/10

Review
I think “The Girl On The Train” is a great book to read during the spring. It’s 
short, filled with drama, and will hopefully keep your heart beating and ener-
gized as you finish the last term of school. Also, I’m pretty sure we all make up 
fantasies every now and then, from train rides or car rides, or maybe even walks 
around campus; who knows, maybe we’ll experience something like Rachel did 

one day. 

Verdict

Summary
When New York University (NYU) history professor Nicholas Young asks 
fellow NYU professor of economics and girlfriend Rachel Chu to come 
visit his family with him in Singapore, she can’t help but wonder whether 
he’ll finally be proposing to her. As any other person would be, Rachel 
can’t happen but be nervous about what will happen when they land in 
Singapore. What Rachel doesn’t know is that the Young clan is extremely 
rich. Crazy rich. In fact, their family is the owner of one of the largest for-
tunes in Asia. Nick practically grew up in a palace and flew around in 
private jets as a child. Unfortunately for Nick and Rachel, the Young clan 
has as much drama as they have money…

Summer: Crazy Rich Asians (series) (Mudmee Sereeyothin)

11/10

Review
This satirical comedy drama is the perfect summer read! It’s fast-paced and hi-
larious; you will devour every page. If you fall in love with the first book, you’re 
in luck, as “Crazy Rich Asians” is a trilogy, and each book is a gem of its own. 
Also, the movie adaptation is coming out in August 2018, so make sure you 
read the book first! Definitely one of my favorite books of all time! Read this 

series. You won’t be disappointed. 

Verdict

C.NGUYEN/THE PHILLIPIAN

High Fidelity Review: 
“Hi This Is Flume” by Flume

Cameron Freeman and Quinn Robinson

M.CALLAHAN/THE PHILLIPIAN

We are Cameron Freeman and Quinn Robinson, and we listen to a lot of 
music. This column is here to share only the truth about which albums and 
EPs are worth your time. Each week, we pick one that’s caught our eye—
regardless of genre or popularity—and run through our thoughts.

Australian wonky electronic music pro-
ducer Flume’s latest mixtape, “Hi This is 

Flume,” builds on his previous projects without 
becoming repetitive, delivering a strong and cohesive sonic 
range over its 38-minute, 17 song tracklist. The mixtape devel-
ops a large and captivating tone throughout and continues to 
push electronic music boundaries, building on and collaborating 
with avant-garde artists including SOPHIE, JPEGMAFIA, and 
HWLS.

Originally popularized as a future base producer after a 
string of massive pop hits in 2013, Flume has progres-
sively become more experimental with his music, aiming 
to remain palatable but straying away from his roots. 
“Hi This Is Flume” is arguably Flume’s most successful 
blend of wonky, glitch hop, EDM, and rap yet. Despite 
the diversity between tracks like the emotionally-charged 
remix of SOPHIE’s “Is It Cold In The Water?” and the 
experimental trap banger “How To Build A Relationship,” 
the mixtape rarely feels disjointed. The diversity of styles 
has the opposite effect — each track piques listeners’ 
interest in a new way and sets up the coming songs. 
Seamless transitions between each of the tracks allows 
the album to flow between styles without jolting listeners, 
further bolstering the listening experience and the tight-
ness of the project. 

The features on “Hi This Is Flume” 
similarly serve to diversify the album 
without detracting from its cohesion. Though 
the features on Flume’s latest mixtape take less of 
a role than on previous albums and LPs like “Skin,” 
they feel less like appeals to popularity and more 
like genuine additions to the music. With “Hi This Is 
Flume” taking the form of a mixtape rather than an 
album, Flume appears to have more leeway to take 
risks, and does so successfully throughout the proj-
ect, both with features and his own production.

SCORE: 9/10
BEST SONGS: Ecdysis, High Beams, Jewel, ╜φ°⌂▌╫§╜φ°⌂
▌╫§╜φ°⌂▌╫§╜φ°⌂▌╫§╜φ°⌂▌╫§╜φ°⌂▌╫§╜φ°⌂▌╫§╜φ°⌂▌
╫§╜φ°⌂▌╫§╜φ°⌂▌╫§╜φ°⌂▌╫§╜φ°⌂▌╫§╜φ°⌂▌╫§╜φ°⌂▌╫

§╜φ°⌂▌╫§╜φ°⌂▌╫§╜φ°⌂▌╫§╜φ°⌂▌
[sic] , How To Build A Relationship, Wormhole, Voices, MUD, 

Vitality, Daze 22.00
WORST SONGS: N/A

By all metrics, “Hi This Is Flume” succeeds 
as a mixtape, spurring the field of electronic 
music with its seamless integration of mul-
tiple styles and diverse range of collabora-
tors. Flume’s latest project is a must-listen 
for fans and newcomers alike, provided a 
willingness to take risks with the experimen-
tal.

Verdict
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As the lights went out, the 
dancers collapsed on the stage, 
leaving Aliesha Jordan ’19 stand-
ing alone in the center, her hand 
raised to the ceiling. 

This was the concluding mo-
ment of Hypnotiq’s 2018 Grass-
hopper performance, which 
was inspired by the movie, “The 
Purge.” In an energetic perfor-
mance highlighting conflict and 
evil, Jordan, Co-Head of Hypno-
tiq, was designated as the sole sur-
vivor of “The Purge.” 

“Grasshopper was definitely 
the peak of the year. Just because 

it’s the biggest show of the year 
and all the families are here and 
it’s got all the lights and theatrics. 
We had a lot of stuff prepared for 
it and also our costumes were lit. 
Everything was just together,” 
said fellow Co-Head Alycia Bas-
quiat ’20.

The Co-Heads of Hypnotiq this 
year were Jordan, Basquiat, Mi-
chelangelo Neff ’19, and Isabella 
Berkeley ’19. 

Hypnotiq is the only hip-hop 
dance group at Andover. Accord-
ing to Jordan, although Hypnotiq 
has their own style of hip-hop, the 
group still gives Andover students 
a space to explore the genre. 

“In my opinion, Hypnotiq only 

focuses on a certain type of hip-
hop, but it’s still something that 
we have on campus. I’m just really 
grateful for the opportunity to ex-
plore the art form and possibly go 
off into different areas or different 
genres of hip hop and exploring 
them,” said Jordan.

According to Jordan, Hypnotiq 
has succeeded in forming a strong 
sense of community and incorpo-
rating different aspects of dance 
into their performances. 

“In terms of accomplishments, 
I think that we’ve done a really 
great job on having a larger vari-
ety of movements and making our 
dances more technical and more 
dynamic. I feel like in the past, 
we’ve had some basic beats and 
basic rhythms but we definitely 
kept the upward trend of being 
more dynamic and being more 
complicated with our choreogra-
phy,” said Jordan.

According to Basquiat, Hyp-
notiq has grown closer as a group 
over the year, and with the addi-
tion of new members and also new 
leaders, Hypnotiq’s overall work 
environment has also changed. 
This unity and connection be-
tween the members contributed 
to Basquiat’s favorite aspect of 
Hypnotiq. 

“This year I feel like my favorite 
part would just be making dances 
with the other co-heads. It’s really 
fun to get together and just spew 
out ideas randomly and make it 
come together in the end. And 
also in practices, we’ve been get-
ting closer as a team so it’s more 
fun to have practices and support 
each other while we dance,” said 
Basquiat.

According to Jordan, Hypnotiq 
valued energy and stage presence 
as one of the most important as-
pects of performance.

“[Because] we have a very di-
verse set of dancers who interpret 
movement differently, the biggest 
aspect for me personally is stage 
presence and knowing the chore-
ography enough so that the audi-
ence isn’t focusing on whether 
you’re gonna mess up or not. Be-
ing in sync when you have people 
with different styles is harder, 
but it still looks together even if 
people are adding on their own at-
titude and showing personality on 
stage,” said Jordan.

Neff added, “I think energy is 
what makes a good performance. 

Not only energy from us but when 
the crowd is energetic, that makes 
us feel like it’s a good perfor-
mance.”

According to Neff, there were 
moments when leading Hypnotiq 
was stressful. The graduation of 
previous leaders altered the group 
dynamic, but Neff believes that 
the change in group membership 
was a source of growth for Hyp-
notiq.

“When we lose leadership like 
that, it’s always kind of tough on 
the individual members...I think 
this year, we also brought in a lot 
of new members, which helped 
to grow the group but also change 
who’s in it and the dynamic… I 
think we grew overall,” said Neff. 

E.ELLSWEIG/THE PHILLIPIAN
According to co-head Aliesha Jordan ’19, pictured rightmost above, one of 
Hypnotiq’s most defining aspects is its stage presence.

JANE PARK

E.ELLSWEIG/THE PHILLIPIAN

Hypnotiq allows group members to experiment in the realm of hip-hop 
dance.

Clad in black leotards and 
fishnets, the members of Blue 
Strut struck their final poses 
behind a jail cell as a red light 
illuminated their silhouettes. 
According to two of the group’s 
Co-Heads, Emerson Judson ’20 
and Isabella Berkeley ’19, this 
performance in Grasshopper to 
the song “Cell Block Tango” was 
one of the group’s largest accom-
plishments this year. 

Judson said, “It was the first 
thing that we as Co-Heads were 
able to choreograph and put to-
gether, and I definitely feel like 
we put a lot of hard work into it, 
and it paid off, as it was such a big 
production. It was definitely our 
most complex and well thought-
out piece this year.”

Blue Strut, Andover’s jazz 
club, is the only all-female dance 
group on campus. Berkeley said 
that women empowerment is a 
large part of the group. 

“I think that being an all fe-

male group, we kind of just have 
an advantage in that since, be-
cause no other dance group on 
campus is going to offer exactly 
what we offer...I think we’re just 
a really good, classic, feminine 
type-group...It’s really fun to do 
Brittany and stuff, and Beyonce, 
kind of 2000s-esque stuff like 
that,” said Berkeley. 

Most of the members of Strut 
are experienced in ballet or 
competitive dance. Apart from 
technique, the Co-Heads also 
look for specific stage presence 
in the members of their group. 
They also want members who 
will contribute to the bond of the 
group in everyday life.

“Something we look for be-
fore everything is stage presence, 
which is a really important part 
of Strut… The technique can very 
much be taught, and stage pres-
ence can’t, being a good member 
of the team can’t, so we’re just 
looking for people who are good 
off and on stage,” said Berkeley. 

According to Judson, what re-
ally makes Blue Strut special is 
the people. The girls of the group 

become their own kind of family.
“I think that the most impor-

tant thing about Strut is that it’s 
a family, and I feel like I’ve just 
made my group of friends over 
the years through Strut, because 
we share a similar passion and 
it’s just great to see six, eight 
people dancing together and lov-
ing what they do,” Judson said. 

Berkeley’s experience with 
Blue Strut has had a positive in-
fluence on her entire experience 
with dance. She found inspira-
tion specifically in the two other 
Co-Heads, Judson and Sophia 
Esposito ’20. 

“The people in Strut have def-
initely inspired me to keep go-
ing, so without them I don’t re-
ally know what I’m going to do. 
I think that being a Co-Had with 
Emerson and Sophia made me a 
completely different dancer than 
I was in the beginning, which is 
also a super important part of 
Strut. I would not be the person 
or dancer I am, or leader I am 
without Emerson and Sophia,” 
said Berkeley. 

Blue Strut Spreads Female Empowerment 
and Jazz Dance to Campus Culture

S.BAHNASY/THE PHILLIPIAN

Blue Strut, Andover’s all-female jazz dance group, provides a space for 
members to feel empowered in their movements.

DANIELA VELASQUEZ

Colorful scarves danced in 
the air as members of Fusion ran 
out onto the Steinbach Theater 
stage of Dance Open. They tied 
the scarves around their waists 
before grabbing a partner and 
traversing the circle in fast paced 
steps, bringing up the energy in 
the room. 

Founded in the 2017-2018 
school year by current Co-Heads 
Aliesha Jordan ’19, Keely Aouga 
’19, and Abby Ndikum ’20, Fusion 
is the Afro-Caribbean dance club 
on campus. Fusion serves as a 
place for members to express and 
embrace their identity, according 
to Araba Aidoo ’20.  

Aidoo said, “This club is one 
of the very few spaces where I 
feel like I can be my full self and 
I feel like I can embrace the Afri-
can part of my identity…. I think 
it’s important for the campus to 
see different types of blackness 
and representation in blackness, 
and I think that they can do that 
through dance.”

This year, the largest challenge 
for Fusion was overcoming their 
cut from Grasshopper, despite ex-
tensive preparation and positive 
reactions for their performance 
the year before, according to Ndi-
kum. However, the team over-
came the challenge by talking 
with one another and performing 
their original Grasshopper dance 
at Dance Open instead.

Ndikum said, “The team as a 
whole, we had a discussion about 
that, and instead of taking it as 
something bad, we said, ‘That’s 
ok. We’re going to spend our time 
working to come back and better 
for Dance Open,’ which we did. 
Everyone loved our performance 
and we’re really proud of what 
happened.”

According to Aidoo, the group 
was cut from this year’s Grass-
hopper in large part because their 
dance was not understood, and 
hopes that next year will mark 
their return to Grasshopper. 

“We were kind of upset about 
that because we got a lot of feed-
back from last year, and Fusion 
was one of the shows that peo-
ple wanted to see and one of the 
performances that people were 
coming for. So, the fact that we 
didn’t get in there was a bit of a 
challenge for us. It hit us in our 
hearts a little bit because we were 
all prepared and everything, but 
hopefully that’ll change next year 
and we’ll be back in the show,” 
said Aidoo.

Despite the club being new, 
the members have developed a 
connection to each other through 
dance. The group takes time dur-
ing rehearsal to talk and bond 
with one another.

Ndikum said, “My favorite 
part of the club is when we first 
come in, and after warm-up, we 
all sit down in a circle and we talk 
about our week, we talk about the 
bad things that happened, what 

we’re looking forward to. We talk 
about upcoming plans for Fusion. 
I also enjoy when we do freestyle 
dances at the end of Fusion be-
cause it’s just a way for the team 
to bond together, not just through 
dancing, but through spending 
time together.”

For the 2019-2020 school year, 
Fusion hopes to collaborate with 
other dance groups at Andover in 
order to produce a performance 
incorporating many different ele-
ments of dance.

“Next year, we hopefully want 
to communicate more with oth-
er dance groups and have more 
mashups of us working together, 
because I know in the past, dif-
ferent dance groups have col-
laborated for one dance. We hope 
that Fusion will be able to work 
with maybe Blue Strut, or maybe 
Hypnotiq to perform and dance 
together,” said Ndikum.

In addition, Fusion hopes to 
attend workshops at nearby col-
leges and universities, as well as 
inviting another Afro-Caribbean 
dance group to lead and teach a 
workshop. By doing so, they hope 
to expose more people to Afro-
Caribbean dance and encourage 
more people to join Fusion.

Aidoo said, “I think we’re just 
trying to get more exposure for 
the club out there and show peo-
ple that you don’t have to be Afro-
Caribbean identifying to dance in 
it… so all different types of cul-
tures can get involved in Fusion.”

Fusion Brings Afro-Caribbean Dance to Campus Culture

COURTESY OF ARABA AIDOO
Although Afro-Caribbean dance group Fusion was only started last year, 
it has established a strong presence on campus with their vivid dance 
moves and strong stage presence.

ALANA YANG
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Hypnotiq Celebrates Comraderie Through Hip-Hop
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Traveling to Wisconsin 
to attend the Regional High 
School, members of the Ando-
ver Dance Group (A.D.G.) had 
the opportunity to perform, 
take classes, and meet profes-
sional dancers from around the 
country. For many of the danc-
ers, it was an experience that 
brought the team together, es-
pecially while taking classes in 
unfamiliar styles and branch-
ing out of comfort zones.  

Co-Captain Michelle Jeon 
’19, “Opportunities like [Wis-
consin], where we got to per-
form and take a bunch of 
classes with students who 
were going to perform in per-
forming arts schools, or were 
dancing twenty hours a week, 
or were competing … was re-
ally important for the develop-
ment of all of us as dancers. I 
think the group is continuing, 
and will continue, to improve 
and develop itself even after 
the seniors are gone and Ms. 
Wombwell is gone.”

According to Jeon, A.D.G. 
functions not only as a dance 
team, but also as a community 
for dancers to feel welcomed 
and challenged. The diversity 

in terms of age and experience 
within the team is a unique 
point of A.D.G., and allows the 
group to represent a variety of 
identities and experiences. 

“I hope that the team will 
continue to be a source of 
warmth and positive energy 
that it has been for me these 
past four years...I feel like this 
team is unique in the way that 
we have a good mixed rep-
resentation from each grade 
throughout. It’s not like a 
varsity-level sport where it’s 
mostly upperclassmen,” said 
Jeon.

According to A.D.G. dancers, 
the demanding time commit-
ment allow members to form 
friendships that extend out-
side of rehearsals as well. Es-
pecially for seniors who have 
spent several years together 
in the group, the relationships 
created are one of the most 
special parts of A.D.G.

Co-Captain Emily Jackson 
’19, “The dancers are some of 
my closest friends that I’ve 
made here at PA. We spend so 
much time together, because 
most of the other dancers take 
dance as a sport as well, so 
we’re in there during the sport 
period and we also have extra 
rehearsals. It’s such a commit-

ment that we really get a lot of 
time get to know one another.”

Despite the significant turn-
over that occurs at the end of 
every year, Jackson and Jeon 
are confident that the group 

will adjust well to the changes.
Jackson said, “I have a lot of 

faith in the rising upperclass-
men next year. I think a lot 
of people are getting a good 
grasp of what the department 

is like and learning to navigate 
through it, because I do think 
that it’s a complicated depart-
ment.”

Andover Dance Group Showcases Diversity and Strong Teamwork

COURTESY OF JUDITH WOMBWELL
Over the spring break, A.D.G. traveled to Wisconsin to participate in dance workshops, talk with professional 
dancers, and perform.

IRENE KWON

Dancing to upbeat Bollywood 
music flooding through the speak-
ers in Steinbach Theater, mem-
bers of Footsteps, Andover’s Asian 
dance group, tossed aside black 
sweatshirts to reveal tight-fitting 
white vests. Centered around four 
different styles of Asian dance, 
Footsteps began its first year in 
the fall of the 2018-2019 school 
year with a performance in Dance 
Labs. The club was founded with 
the intention of showcasing differ-
ent styles of international dance.

“We feel like it is important 
to express ourselves as dancers 
and [Footsteps doesn’t] just do 
the dance styles that are typically 
found here. We think it’s impor-
tant to spread awareness about 
different types of dance because… 
this school makes an effort to 
showcase diversity, so we feel like 
that should be mapped into the 
performing arts as well,” said So-
min Virmani ’22, a Co-Head of the 
club, along with Candy Xie ’21 and 
Estelle Zhu ’20.

In their most recent perfor-
mances, Footsteps has worked to 
incorporate Chinese dance, Indi-
an dance, Japanese dance, and K-
Pop choreography into their rou-
tines. Over the course of the year, 
the Co-Heads have been working 
on cohesion between the different 
dance styles. 

“The first time, when we per-
formed our dance with both Chi-

nese and Indian dance and K-Pop 
at the checkpoint for Dance Open, 
people were kind of confused if 
that was a whole dance or three 
separate pieces. So we had to 
think of a common theme, and we 
got inspiration from the mean-
ings of the songs, and what type 
of movements they are. Now we 
mix it together by costume change 
[and] music change, [while trying 
to] make it as natural as possible,” 
said Xie.

In a typical Footsteps meeting, 
Xie, Virmani, and Zhu each pre-
pare routines in a certain style and 
teach club members the different 
dances. According to Xie, she has 
been doing Chinese dance since 
the age of three, but was excited 
to learn Indian dance for the first 
time this year in Footsteps. 

“The idea first came to us when 
we knew there was [a Junior] who 
has done Indian dance for a re-
ally long time, so we decided to 
include Indian dance as part of 
our performance in Dance Labs 
and [International] Fest. So when 
I was learning Indian dance, I was 
actually really excited because it 
was pretty different from Chinese 
dance, because most of the move-
ments were more sharp than the 
smooth movements in Chinese 
dance. He exposed us to different 
types of Indian dance, and that 
was a very new experience,” said 
Xie.

Virmani choreographs all of the 
Indian dance routines that are per-
formed by the club at events such 

as Dance Open, International Fest, 
Dance Labs, and even a revisit day 
talent show. The speed at which 
the club gained popularity and 
recognition throughout the school 
community surprised Virmani. He 
recalls his proudest moment with 
Footsteps as the time they were 
asked to perform at the revisit day 
talent shows and Dance Open.

“It shows that we are impor-
tant to the school and they want 
to showcase us… also Dance Open 
was a really proud moment, be-
cause that’s a big dance show on 
campus, and just as a group that’s 
starting out this year, usually it 
takes a while for groups to build 
up with people and teams and 
stuff, but we were able to pull it 
off,” said Virmani.

According to Xie, the club’s 
next big goal is to prepare for the 
upcoming Grasshopper Night 
next fall. As Footsteps was new to 
the scene during fall term of 2018-
2019 school year, they did not have 
a complete routine in time for 
Grasshopper Night. 

“We are definitely going to 
work on Grasshopper, and we are 
going to try to get more people to 
join at the club rally, because now 
some people have an idea… that 
it’s a very specific type of dance 
and you have to be advanced or 
experienced at least, but we will 
try to get more people who have 
no experience before to be brave 
enough to try it,” said Xie.

Editor’s Note: Estelle Zhu is an 
Arts Editor for The Phillipian. 

Footsteps Group Debuts, Bringing Asian Dances to Campus

S.BAHNASY/THE PHILLIPIAN
Footsteps is Andover’s newest Asian dance group. Over the year, the 
group has danced to traditional Chinese and Japanese songs, as well as 
Bollywood and K-Pop tracks.

SHIRA WOLPOWITZ

A quick flash of light illuminat-
ed Yishu Chen ’19 in a red jacket, 
arms outstretched. Another burst 
of light highlighted the all three 
Co-Heads of Footnotes: Chen, 
Emily Jackson ’19, and Jack-

son Diodati ’20, before fading to 
black. Then, the lights finally fad-
ed in, revealing eight dancers, all 
dressed in red jackets, coalescing 
into a single body that swayed and 
tapped to the beat of “The Great-
est Showman” by Hugh Jackman 
at this year’s Dance Open. 

Jackson said, “Yishu wanted to 

do [a] musical theater [piece], so 
we did ‘The Greatest Showman.’ 
Musical pieces are always really 
fun to work with because they’re 
filled with so much emotion and 
theatrics that there’s so much 
possibility for how you can per-
form it. The lighting was so fun to 
play with.”

Footnotes, Andover’s tap 
dance group, is entirely student-
run and non audition-based. It is 
comprised of members of all skill 
levels, ranging from newcomers 
to experienced dancers. 

“We didn’t have too many new 
people because last year we really 
only lost one Senior. It was good 
to have everyone return. In the 
spring, we did get four new peo-
ple, which was so exciting. For 
me personally, I was so excited 
about new people that every time 
I saw them I would just freak out, 
‘Oh my God, hi! It’s so nice to see 
you!’” said Jackson.

The new additions provided a 
change in style for the group as a 
whole, according to Chen. In gen-
eral, Footnotes strived to incor-
porate different genres this year, 
diversifying its taste.

“This year, we had new mem-
bers joining each show, so each 
show had a different dynamic, 
which was really awesome. We’re 
also seeing more beginners step 
up t_o the challenge and we love 
that. I also really liked how we 
begin to fuse different styles of 
dance into tap, for example, we 
added some contemporary ele-
ments into the club show dance,” 
said Chen.

Footnotes meets weekly on 
Sunday afternoons. Meetings are 
generally unstructured and the 

topics for each week vary. Ac-
cording to Jackson, Footnotes 
works on creating a community 
through various small traditions. 

“I think our best routines are 
our rituals before each show… I 
think everyone enjoys them, and 
newcomers [always] get so con-
fused because [the rituals] are re-
ally weird. It’s a fun little bonding 
[exercise]. Before Dance Open, 
we like to order from Chipotle. I 
think they’re not big rituals, we 
don’t go on trips or anything, 
but it’s just the little things that 
I think really mattered this year,” 
said Jackson.

According to Chen, Footnotes 
members are very close to one 
another. Meetings are more than 
just opportunities to dance. Of-
ten, at meetings, members will 
break out into conversations, tak-
ing a break from dancing.

“Footnotes is a pretty small 
group, so it’s pretty easy to get to 
know each other. We always joke 
that we’re a little too comfortable, 
which is why we don’t get much 
work done sometimes, since we 
just start talking instead. The 
most amazing times we have a 
group are definitely just the high 
energy moments on stage that we 
all share,” said Chen.

Next year, the group will be led 
by Diodati, Anntonia Taylor ’20, 
and Samantha Turk ’20. 

Footnotes: Andover’s Tap Dance Group Bonds 
over Chipotle and Team Traditions

JERRY SHU
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COURTESY OF JACK DIODATI
Footnotes is the only tap group on campus, though many of its members participate in a variety of dance styles in 
addition to tap dancing. 



With a microphone in hand, 
Keynotes Co-Head Shyan Koul 
’19 stood center stage, bathed in 
pale blue light as his fellow mem-
bers stood in a half circle around 
him. The group performed pop 
hits in mash-up style, featuring 
artists such as Britney Spears and 
Billie Eilish. 

This was part of the co-ed a 
cappella group’s annual Grass-
hopper show, one of many per-
formances that Keynotes partici-
pated in throughout the school 
year. This year, Grasshopper was 
earlier than expected, which led 
to unexpected challenges but also 
created opportunities to bond, ac-
cording to Koul. 

“We were a little concerned 
that we wouldn’t have the same 
atmosphere of being fun, just be-
cause we had to learn so much 
so quickly. I thought it was re-
ally great that we did bond dur-
ing that time, and that we didn’t 
let the stress get to us… We re-
focused from doing something 
super flashy to making sure that 
we were in sync with each other,” 

said Koul.
According to Co-Head Clau-

dia Pollock ’20, the group’s co-
ed component is one of their 
strengths. 

“I think mixed gender is prob-
ably my favorite part about Key-
notes, not only for the different 
range of voices that you can have, 
but we all get along so well with 
one another. I think it’s just an 
entirely different overall vibe 
than single-gendered a cappella 
groups. It definitely does make us 
stand out in that way,” said Pol-
lock.

According to Co-Head Lucy 
Grossbard ’19, this year, the Co-
Heads tried to get opinions from 
the group rather than having the 
Co-Heads themselves determine 
the program. By doing this, they 
were able to receive feedback 
and find songs that really fit the 
group, according to Grossbard. 

“I think we’ve been trying to 
focus more on asking what mem-
bers of the group what they want 
to sing rather than just assigning 
music, which has been cool be-
cause we get a lot of different per-
spectives from the people who 
are actually in the club rather 

than just the three of us. It’s been 
nice to incorporate their ideas 
and have other people arrange as 
well,” said Grossbard.

The club’s weekly Sunday 
meetings provide an opportu-
nity to bond. Rehearsals involve 
creative musical exercises, but 
they also can be a space to relax. 
Members often bring snacks and 
other refreshments. According to 
Pollock, many different singing 
exercises also serve as a way to 
connect with each other.

“We do these things called 
‘sound bombs’ sometimes, when 
we’ll all stand in a circle and close 
our eyes and just start singing. 
People join in one after another, 
and it always ends up sounding 
really cool. It’s really fun because 
we all sort of just feel the music 
together. My favorite parts are 
when we don’t really have struc-
tured things to do, but we’re just 
enjoying each other’s company 
and enjoying music,” said Pollock.

Keynotes member Shree Me-
non ’20 emphasized that the club 
needs to continue its efforts in 
building community. By getting to 
know each other on a more per-
sonal level, he believes they can 

perform better.
Menon said, “If there’s any-

thing we need to work on, I guess 
maybe our blend, making sure 
that everybody knows each other 

enough. I mean, we already know 
each other, we have a great friend 
group, but maybe expand more 
on that so that, by knowing each 
other more personally.” 
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Keynotes Fosters “Smaller Community Within the Andover Community” 
with A Cappella Singing
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The Keynotes Co-Heads this year solicited more feedback from the 
members of the group, allowing for more productive practices and better 
group dynamics.

JERRY SHU

Standing in a semicircle on-
stage while wearing bright red 
cropped tops, Azure launched 
into an arranged mashup of Stevie 
Wonder songs in their Grasshop-
per performance. As the group 
transitioned into the second verse 
of “Superstition,” Co-Head Rhea 
Prem ’19 stepped forward to sing 
a solo. Azure, the all-female a cap-
pella group on campus, performed 
at many events both on and off 
campus this year. 

“It was kind of an emotional 
moment for me because it was the 
last Grasshopper that I was going 
to be performing in. It was also 
that we had a great group of girls, 
and even though we had only been 
rehearsing for a few weeks, we 
had gotten so close,” said Co-Head 
Alexa Leach ’19. 

According to Leach, Azure 
prides itself on the dynamic be-
tween the singers and its family-
like bond. Over this past year, the 
group has made efforts to grow 
closer, which were facilitated by 
off-campus trips. 

“It’s definitely different every 
year because people graduate and 
new member come in so every 
year it’s a different social climate… 
Outside of singing, we all consider 
each other family, and we are a 
very tight knit group. Singing is 
just something that unites us to-
gether so it’s really nice to have 
that in common,” said Leach.

“We’ve had a better chance 
to get to know one another from 
the beginning, and also this year, 
we went off campus to perform 
at a middle school for an a cap-
pella event they had, [which] was 

a five- or six-hour [event] in total. 
That night, we had the chance to 
talk a lot between shows, in cars, 
backstage, and 6 hours straight al-
lowed us to bond,” added member 
Martina Gil-Diaz ’21.

One important goal for the 
group at the beginning of the year 
was to admit equal numbers of un-
derclassmen and upperclassmen 
so that the group would stay bal-
anced after older members gradu-
ate. Working to meet that goal also 
helped members grow closer be-
cause there was an even distribu-
tion of singers per grade. 

“This year, we tried to admit 
more [Juniors] and Lowers to even 
that gap [between upperclassmen 
and underclassmen]... It’s nice to 
see because as they grow into up-
perclassmen, they would be in the 
group for a long time and will be 
able to guide the younger mem-
bers,” said Leach.

As Co-Heads. Prem and Leach 
arranged music and organized 
performances. According to Prem, 
she and Leach have sung together 
since middle school, and that con-
nection has allowed them to grow 
together and balance Co-Head re-

sponsibilities with Andover life. 
“Alexa and I have known each 

other long time because we went 
to the same middle school and 
in middle school, we were in the 
same a cappella group, so it was 
like a full 360. Alexa is so easy to 
work with, so talented, and so 
dedicated. We have a great dy-
namic where we pick up each oth-
ers slack and balance each other 
out,” said Prem. 

For next year, Prem hopes that 
the future leaders prioritize hu-
mility and commitment. Accord-
ing to Prem, the most important 

aspect of being Co-Head is making 
sure all the members feel support-
ed and welcomed in the group. 

“The most important quality 
[for a Co-Head] is humility… Being 
a Co-Head doesn’t mean you’re a 
star– actually it’s less so. Being a 
Co-Head means pushing others to 
succeed and shine,” said Prem.

Next year, the Co-Heads will be 
Amy Chew ’20, Gil-Diaz, and Lo-
gan Gauthier ’21. 

Azure Unites Members with Off-Campus Trips and Performances
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Azure admitted an equal number of underclassmen and upperclassmen this year in order to have returners as older group members graduate. 

IRENE KWON

Wearing top hats and tux-
edos, the Yorkies filled Tang 
Theater with the harmony 
of their voices as they sang a 
mash-up of “Smooth Criminal” 
by Michael Jackson and “Sep-
tember” by Earth, Wind, and 
Fire in this year’s Grasshopper. 
Cheers erupted as they ended 
with Michael Jackson’s signa-
ture hip thrust, transitioning 
into “September” by tossing 
their top hats offstage.

According to Co-Head Vish 
Dhar ’19, the closeness of the 
group contributed to the per-
formance’s success. Dhar and 
his fellow Co-Heads, Jack 
Curtin ’19 and Eliot Min ’19 all 
agreed that this year’s group 
members were the most close-
knit in all their years of being 
part of Yorkies.

Dhar said, “Part of the group 
chemistry is just working to-
gether and being comfortable 
around each other, because 

you get better in trusting each 
other to make mistakes, and 
to be there when you hit that 
high note for the first time or 
something. It was just mostly 
learning to be around each 
other, and enjoying that pres-
ence.”

According to Min, Yorkies 
gives people a nonconvention-
al outlet for expressing their 
love for music, and many mem-
bers rely on the group to be 
able to sing in unconventional 
ways. He also expressed that 
the bonds within the group 
held fast even outside of re-
hearsal time.

“We’ve made it some kind 
of a habit to sing on our way 
to dinner [after rehearsal], as 
we’re walking up from the cha-
pel. And we’re not constrained 
by any arrangement, or any 
notes you need to sing. We’re 
just a group of guys walking 
around, having a good time. I 
think through that experience 
we’ve really come together as a 
group,” said Min.

One tradition of the Yorkies 
is going to different places on 
campus the last week before 
winter break and singing spon-
taneous Christmas carols. Ac-
cording to Dhar, this tradition, 
known as “Yorkeling,” was a 
highlight of the year, as mem-
bers were able to spread cheer 
throughout campus. 

“When we were walking to 
one of the dorms, there was a 
[Phillips Academy Public Safe-
ty] officer sitting in his car, and 
we just surrounded his car and 
sang to him,” said Dhar.

Min expressed that one way 
in which the club has grown 
this year is through under-
standing more about the mu-
sic theory behind the arrange-
ments they perform. 

“We’ve gone over some ba-
sic music theory, blending to-
nality exercises. I think that 
through these, we’ve not only 
made the Yorkies better per-
formers, but better musicians 
as well, and I’m really happy 
with that,” said Min.

The Yorkies Bring Close-Knit Energy to Rehearsals and Campus

M.ZHANG/THE PHILLIPIAN

According to Co-Heads Vishvesh Dhar ’19, Eliot Min ’19, and Jack Curtin 
’19, the close-knit friendship between all the members made their musical 
experience successful.

S.YANG/THE PHILLIPIAN

EMILY HUANG
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Marching with uniform 
steps into the Phelps Stadium 
Football field, the members of 
Drumline, Andover’s sole per-
cussion marching band, en-
tered onto the turf and began 
playing an upbeat combina-
tion of various percussion in-
struments during the halftime 
break of the annual A/E Foot-
ball game. Accompanied by the 
chants of the Blue Key Heads, 
Drumline performed a rapid 
piece that raised the energy of 
the crowd.

Co-Head Rachna Lewis ’19 
said, “I think it is really impor-
tant that we have a pep band at 
Andover, especially [because] 
Andover pride and Andover 
spirit develops as you get here 
with the Blue Key Heads. No 
matter where you go, you will 
definitely develop that pride. 
We’re just one other aspect 
of trying to get students to be 
proud to go to the school and 
have a lot of fun.”

Drumline is led by Lewis and 
Co-Head Pickle Emerson ’20, 
who both believe that Drum-

line fosters a sense of family, 
even over the generations as 
old members move on and new 
members are welcomed.

Lewis said, “I feel like 
Drumline definitely became 
one of my main families on 
campus, and every year we lose 
a lot of Seniors but we add[ed] 
in so many new people. And 
somehow even though so many 
new kids are coming in, by the 
middle of fall, all of us are so 
close. It’s really crazy.”

Aside from performing at 
Pep Rallies and Varsity games, 
Drumline also performs during 
Grasshopper Night, Andover’s 
annual talent showcase. Some 
members think that moments 
spent with one another dur-
ing big events creates a strong 
bond between the group.

Emily Michael ’19 said, “It 
was my second year on Drum-
line, and we played on the [An-
dover] A/E ball games, and 
Drumline stands for the whole 
game and it was freezing cold. 
And our faculty advisor, [Peter 
Lorenco, Instructor in Mu-
sic], out of nowhere, showed 
up with hot chocolate. We 
all put our drums down and 

were sharing hot chocolate, 
bundled up in guards but hav-
ing so much fun. This is a good 
group.”

The Co-Heads, as well as 
members of the group all 
agree that the opportunity to 
share moments with equally 
passionate drummers is what 
highlights their experience 
with Drumline.

“[Drumline is] something 
very out of my comfort zone, 
and so being part of something 
unfamiliar and unexpected—I 
would never have told you in 
a million years that I would be 
on Drumline but I came to love 
it—it’s really big to find some-
thing that you didn’t know you 
could love,” said Michaels.

Lewis added, “There are also 
times where we will be getting 
our stuff out for practice, and 
someone will just start playing 
one of the beats, and whatever 
beat they play, we all know ex-
actly what song it is and would 
just join in; someone would 
just start a random beat and 
we just add on. It’s so much 
fun spending time with every-
one with the same passion for 
percussion as I do.”

Drumline Members Cultivate Close Relationships 
Through Football Games and Spontaneous Hot Chocolate

COURTESY OF CHIOMA UGWONALI
Drumline, Andover’s “pep band,” plays at multiple school events through-
out the year, including Grasshopper, football games, and revisit talent 
shows.

MICHAEL LU

The twinkling of bells 
chimed through the pews of 
Cochran Chapel, echoing off 
the pillars as the Handbell 
Choir flicked their wrists in 

staggered timing to produce a 
flowing melody. A muted glow 
faintly illuminated the room as 
the graduating class of Seniors 
held up their individual can-
dles, each reflecting on their 
time at Andover. 

The Handbell Choir always 
performs at the annual Bacca-

laureate, a commemoration at 
the end of the year where the 
graduating class takes a mo-
ment to meditate and relive 
the memories made through-
out their years at Andover. 
Paige Busse ’19, one of the Co-
Heads of Handbell Choir, looks 
forward to being a part of the 

Handbell Choir’s involvement 
in Baccalaureate, and in the 
ceremony itself this year.

“There’s a point where… 
they turn all the lights down 
and everybody raises their can-
dles… It’s an absolutely beauti-
ful service, and it’s something 
that’s very meaningful to ev-
erybody who graduates. I’ve 
been in Handbell since my [Ju-
nior] year and it’s been really 
great to see that every year and 
get to be a part of that,” said 
Busse.

According to Ioanna Plou-
mi ’19, the other Co-Head of 
Handbell Choir, one of her fa-
vorite aspects of the group is 
its positive, non-competitive 
spirit. Students of all musi-
cal ability are welcomed, and 
Ploumi’s wish for Handbell 
Choir in future years is to 
maintain this morale.

“I feel like this club has re-
ally taught me the value of col-
laboration because we have 
people who have been play-
ing the piano since they could 
barely walk, and then there’s 
me who first touched a piano 
when I was a new Lower here. 
It just really feels like people 
are there because they want 
to be there… They want to en-
joy music and like sharing that 
with other people,” said Plou-
mi.

Over the years, Handbell 

Choir has grown through its 
involvement on campus, such 
as playing in more All-School 
Meetings and during Grass-
hopper, and even performing 
for the Trustees. During last 
year’s Grasshopper, Busse suc-
cessfully arranged a song for 
Handbell Choir to play.

“I actually made an arrange-
ment of Beyoncé’s ‘Halo,’ so I 
wrote it. [When] we performed 
that… it was really fun and re-
ally funny too. We really bond-
ed as a group. We had a student 
conductor… and on the last 
performance, he wore a halo 
and angel wings,” said Busse.

Although Ploumi recently 
playing instruments, music 
has been an important aspect 
of her life since. According to 
Ploumi, Handbell Choir acts 
as an outlet for her in a way 
where she can enjoy music 
freely and take time to unwind.

Ploumi said, “[Handbell 
Choir] made my Senior year 
more positive because there 
have been so many stresses 
with grades and colleges, it 
feels like to know that on 
Tuesdays, I can go to the Loft 
and play music. I can have a 
time to not think about work 
and be happy and spend time 
with friends.”

Handbell Choir Chimes Their Way to Baccalaureate

COURTESY OF CHIOMA UGWONALI

 Handbell choir performs every year during the Baccalaureate service. Paige Busse ’19 looks forward to their 
participation, since they get to witness the Seniors raising their candles in the Chapel. 

EMMA FU

Standing in a semicircle on a 
stage of the Portuguese Music 
Conservatory, the members of 
Fidelio Society held low notes 
while soloist Denise Taveras 
’21 stepped forward and sang 
a spiritual called “Sometimes I 
Feel Like a Motherless Child.” 
The song was part of the rep-
ertoire prepared by Fidelio to 
try and bring American culture 
and traditions overseas to Por-
tugal in a tour during spring 
break.

Fidelio is a mixed gender a 
cappella choral group directed 
by Dr. Abbey Siegfried. The 
rigorous rehearsal schedule 
allows singers to challenge 
themselves and learn by sing-
ing together in a chamber 
choir. 

“It has given me a communi-
ty to be a part of because I love 
music and being surrounded 
by people who also love mu-
sic…It helps me express a lot of 
emotions through songs. When 
you’re singing a song with a 
group of people, there’s noth-
ing like it,” said member Celine 
Cheung ’19. 

Member Jonathan Lin ’19 
added, “I’ve spent a lot of time 
around some of them recently 

especially after going on the 
trip to Portugal. Fidelio has 
given me the opportunity to 
meet a totally different com-
munity and it’s shown me dif-
ferent worlds like the musical 
theater world, opera world, 
which is very different from 
orchestra.”

Besides travelling to Por-
tugal, the Fidelio Society has 
also embarked on shorter trips 
in order to perform more often 
and bond as a group. Accord-
ing to member Sam Wright ’19, 
one of the more memorable 
experiences was a day trip to 
Maine where the members got 
to know each other and spend 
time together outside of re-
hearsals. 

“One of my favorite trips 
was when we got on a bus and 
went to Maine for one day. I 
don’t know why that was fun, 
but it was very relaxed. We 
went to the beach afterwards, 
and it was great to sort of get to 
know the members of Fidelio 
more, because we don’t get to 
spend too much time together 
other than Monday and Thurs-
day,” said Wright. 

The familial dynamic of the 
group translates into Fidelio’s 
performances, and it can even 
be observed by the audience. 
According to members, the 

group’s close bonds are one of 
the group’s biggest strengths. 

Member Paige Busse ’19 
said, “We facetiously and hon-
estly call ourselves the ‘Fidi-
Fam,’ so we tend to be pretty 
close. It’s a small group and 
we’re all singers. We talk a lot 
and there are a lot of big per-
sonalities. The [Cochran] Cha-
pel basement is also a hangout 
space, and people come there 

to study before, and after it be-
comes a space that people con-
nect. It makes the group really 
close.’

For members of Fidelio, 
there are certain traditions 
that set the group apart from 
other musical ensembles, such 
as performing during the Bac-
calaureate ceremony.

“One of my favorite Fidelio-
specific traditions is singing 

the traditional Scottish song 
‘Loch Lomond’ from the organ 
loft at Baccalaureate each year. 
I can’t even imagine how I will 
react to looking over the gath-
ered crowd holding their can-
dles and getting to sing with 
Fidelio for one final time,” 
wrote Fidelio member Emma 
Brown ’19 in an email to The 
Phillipian. 

Fidelio Bonds through Travel, Journeying to Portugal and Maine

COURTESY OF ABIGAIL JOHNSON
The group refers to themselves as ‘Fidi-Fam’ and often spends time together in the basement of the Cochran Cha-
pel, doing homework together.  

IRENE KWON
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“Harlem: In Situ” Exhibition Showcases Dynamic Cultural Narrative of Harlem

A colossal canvas, enclosed in a 
striking gold frame, stands in the 
middle of the gallery. The paint-
ing features an African-American 
man, dressed in a white vest and 
blue jeans, with a sword in one 
hand and the reigns of the rear-
ing horse he is sitting atop in the 
other. A desert landscape com-
prises the backdrop of the piece, 
with ornate, curling vines filling 
the red sky.

“Officer of the Hussars” is an 
oil-on-canvas portrait created 
by artist Kehinde Wiley to in-
clude African-American subjects 
into traditions they have mostly 
been historically excluded from. 
The work was originally in-
spired by Théodore Géricault’s 
“The Charging Chasseur,” but 
the central figure, a Frenchman, 
has been replaced by an African-
American male.

“[‘Officer of the Hussars’] is 
really about thinking, probably 
about Harlem, but thinking about 
how a people, or how black men 
in this instance, have been ex-
cluded from the historical canon 
of portrait painting, or historical 

discourse of what it means to be 
valiant and honorable and pow-
erful in this kind of very tradi-
tional Western-European sense,” 
said curator Stephanie Sparling 
Williams, Visiting Scholar in Art 
History and Assistant Curator of 
the Addison Gallery of American 
Art.

“Officer of the Hussars” is one 
among many of the works includ-
ed in “Harlem: In Situ,” a newly 
opened exhibition at the Addison 
Gallery of American Art. Panning 
across four rooms, “Harlem” 
celebrates and preserves black 
culture, putting a focus on black 
art history and gentrification “in 
situ,” or “in the place of,” Harlem, 
N.Y. According to Williams, the 
collection works to capture the 
flow and change of the city and 
people of Harlem.

“We notice that the demo-
graphic is changing, and the peo-
ple who fill the space of Harlem 
are moving throughout the space 
of Harlem and changing. That’s 
one thing, but it kind of relates to 
that Harlem is not stuck, and it 
doesn’t remain fixed,” said Wil-
liams. 

The exhibition is a collection 
of pieces by various artists that 
are connected to this central 

theme of celebrating black cul-
ture and opposing racism in art. 
The showcased works are a mix 
of Addison pieces and artwork on 
loan from other owners.

“Throughout, we see the im-
portance of portraiture, really as 
a pictorial form as self-determi-
nation. Black Americans were us-
ing the portrait to combat racist 
imagery in the American visual 
landscape. Those are kind of the 
themes [of the exhibition]: peo-
ple, the built environment, and 
culture that carry out through-
out,” added Williams.

One central theme represent-
ed in the gallery is the idea of 
Harlem, a neighborhood known 
for being a cultural symbol of 
the African- American diaspora 
in the United States. All of the 
pieces featured in the exhibition 
is connected in some way to Har-
lem. 

“Harlem is often referred to as 

a ‘city within a city’ and ‘a black 
cultural mecca where the dias-
pora meets in America’... [and] 
I think Harlem holds a special 
place for the African American 
community in the U.S.,” said Wil-
liams.

According to Williams, not 
only does the exhibit stand inde-
pendently, but also incorporates 
the theme of place and perspec-
tive that is woven into other 
collections in the Addison. Like 
many of the other exhibitions at 
the Addison, “Harlem” was cu-
rated to tell a story to the public. 

“The Addison’s other exhibi-
tions…[are] looking at place from 
the vantage point of various art-
ists. ‘Harlem’ contributes to that 
larger narrative of place and 
placemaking, and how artists use 
place as inspiration,” said Wil-
liams. “It’s bringing work in the 
collection together with work 
that’s not in our collection to am-

plify what’s in our collection.”
The collection highlights the 

lasting effects of a rich Harlem 
tradition, while also capturing an 
authentic post-Harlem Renais-
sance period. She encourages 
viewers to see and think beyond 
what is commonly associated 
with Harlem.

“I think when most people 
think of Harlem, they think of the 
Roaring Twenties, jazz, gin joints, 
Lindy Hops, dancing, [and] black 
celebrities. I think it was all of 
that, but the exhibition actually 
picks up where the Harlem Re-
naissance left off,” said Williams. 
“What I’m hoping people take 
away is that Harlem did not stop 
with the Harlem Renaissance.”

“Harlem: In Situ” will be on 
display at the Addison until July 
21.

Editor’s Note: This article origi-
nally ran on April 26, 2019. 

IRENE KWON & 
EMILY HUANG

COURTESY OF THE ADDISON GALLERY OF AMERICAN ART

Lorraine O’Grady, “Art is... (Man with Baby),” 1983/2009. c-print, 16 x 20 in.

COURTESY OF THE ADDISON GALLERY OF AMERICAN ART
Jacob Lawrence, “Kibitzers,” 1948. Egg tempura on masonite, 20 x 24 in.

Red and blue “FREEDOM” 
signs dot the lawn outside 
of the Addison Gallery of 
American Art. On the top of 
each sign reads “Freedom 
to,” “Freedom for,” “Freedom 
of,” or “Freedom from” and 
below the words is a large 
blank space for people to fill 
in. “Freedom to be different,” 
“Freedom to love,” and “Free-
dom from disrespect” were 
some of the responses written 
on the sea of picketed signs. 

“Because it’s non-partisan, 
it’s really important that in-
stead of focusing solely on 
promoting what we think, 
what we believe, and who we 
want to win in elections, that 
we think about who we are 

in a collective community. 
What we feel that we have, 
someone else might feel like 
they don’t have. So I want to 
encourage listening, respect, 
mutual understanding, and 
open-mindedness,” said Alli-
son Kemmerer, Curator at the 
Addison.

Andover participated in 
this project, known as The 
Lawnside Campaign, on 
Wednesday, October 24, as a 
part of a nationwide public 
art project created by artists 
Eric Gottesman ’94 and Hank 
Willis Thomas. Both Got-
tesman and Thomas worked 
with Kemmerer to bring this 
campaign to Andover’s cam-
pus. 

“I thought it would just be 
the perfect event to involve 
[Andover] students from all 
disciplines, not just people 
interested in art, and also a 

way to connect to the greater 
community of Andover, North 
Andover, and all of the people 
who walk through these doors 
of the museum that day,” said 
Kemmerer.

Many students created 
their own signs, and the front 
lawns were quickly over-
whelmed with “Freedom” 
signs, each expressing the 
wants, needs, and concerns of 
the Andover community.

“I think that freedom is 
very important and some-
thing that we all deserve to 
have, so seeing all these signs 
make me very happy. I feel 
like as students we are play-
ing our part in a bigger proj-
ect,” said Evan Tsai ’21, who 
participated in the project.

The Lawnside Campaign 
aimed to encourage members 
of the community to consider 
the different aspects of free-

dom and speak out on issues 
that are important to the so-
ciety, according to Kemmerer.

“I hope [the project] en-
courages stronger participa-
tion in community and civic 
engagement. I also hope it 
encourages people to not just 
speak out but also to listen 
to what other people have to 
say and what’s on their mind 
and what they hope for,” said 
Kemmerer.

The campaign was part of 
a larger initiative “For Free-
doms” by Gottesman and 
Thomas. The two artists re-
ferred to the iconic Norman 
Rockwell painting series of 
the 1940s, entitled “Four 
Freedoms.” Gottesman and 
Thomas noticed that Rock-
well’s paintings did not fea-
ture a diverse range of people 
and set out to include that di-
versity in their own pieces.

“Looking at the Norman 
Rockwell paintings, which 
were very popular in their 
time, as well-intentioned as 
they were, even back then, 
they didn’t include the di-
versity of what America is. 
Moving forward to today, as 
America becomes more and 
more diverse, [the artists] 
were thinking about how nar-
row those paintings were in 
terms of who was included 
and who wasn’t. There are a 
lot of missing people. So the 
intention was to create some-
thing that gave a more ac-
curate description of who is 
American and what America 
is today,” said Kemmerer.

Editor’s Note: This article 
originally ran on October 26, 
2018. 

IRENE KWON
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In front of the Addison Gallery of American Art stands a sea of signs, created by and reflecting the values of members of the Andover community.

Addison Gallery of American Art’s “For Freedoms” Exhibit 
Encourages Action and Expression



As the rest of the group held 
a single, soft note, the soprano 
voices started the gentle melody 
to the piece “Unclouded Day,” 
composed by Josiah Kelley Al-
wood. The song gained intensity 
as the rest of the parts joined in 
one by one, before finally the en-
tire choir was harmonizing to the 
gentle but upbeat melody about a 
home on an unclouded day. 

This song was the opening 
piece for the Chamber Choir 
while they toured Portugal dur-
ing the first week of Spring 
Break. Evan Tsai ’21 said that the 
group was comfortable enough 
with the piece to perform it any-
where. 

“When you travel with a choir, 
anywhere can become a stage. 
We gave a couple impromptu 
‘performances’ on the streets of 
Porto and in a restaurant in Lis-
bon,” said Chamber Choir mem-
ber Abigail Johnson ’19. 

The trip was a Performing in 
the World Trip organized by the 
Tang Institute. The group, com-
posed of members of Choir, Fi-
delio, and Chamber Orchestra, 
traveled around the country and 
put on concerts in three loca-
tions: Maya, Figueira da Foz, and 
Lisbon. 

The Music Department orga-
nizes music trips every year, with 

locations ranging from the inter-
national stages of Spain and Chi-
na to the domestic cities of San 
Francisco and New York City.

Derek Jacoby, Instructor in 
Music and Conductor for Cham-
ber Orchestra, said, “The depart-
ment has been going on trips for 
40 years. I would hope that the 
tradition will continue and it is 
something our music ensembles 
look forward to.”

At one of their concerts, the 
group performed for the kids 
at the St. Peter’s International 
School. They had the opportu-
nity talk to the kids and to do a 
“cultural exchange” with them, 
since the Chamber Orchestra 
incorporated Portuguese songs 
into their repertoire. The kids 
also prepared shows, including 
a traditional dance called the 
flamenco, as well as a rendition 
of the song “Shallow” from the 
movie “A Star is Born.” 

“My favorite [piece] was “Cel-
ebrai!” which was the song with 
the most Portuguese in it… Dr. 
[Abbey] Siegfried [School Or-
ganist and Instructor in Music] 
talked about how it was a cour-
tesy thing to do a thing in their 
language… If you go to another 
country, you can’t just bring your 
own things to share. You have 
to try and make a connection in 
some way,” said Chloe Webster 
’20, a member of Chamber Choir.

Several members said that 
one of their favorite aspects of 

the trip was how they grew clos-
er to one another. According to 
Johnson, spending long hours 
together on plane and bus rides 
helped the group develop bonds, 
allowing them to better rely on 
each other while performing in 
unfamiliar venues.

“By the end, we were comfort-
able enough with each other that 
we could make changes to our 
concert program while we were 
on stage or belt show tunes from 
the back of the bus… I love the 
times when we are in the middle 
of a song and everyone in the 
group suddenly seems to realize 
that this is the best we’ve ever 
sung that song yet. Those are 
the times when I feel most chal-
lenged and yet most supported,” 
said Johnson. 

Christina Cho ’19, cellist in 
Chamber Orchestra, also felt 
that concerts and the traveling 
that the group participated in 
provided a unique opportunity 
for the students to get to know 
one another. According to Cho, 
the newly formed bond carried 
over to the stage, causing the 
groups’ teamwork and commu-
nication during performances to 
improve as well. 

Cho added, “We had a lot of 
shared inside jokes from every-
day experiences like riding on 
the bus together [and] doing 
tours together. I also think that 
translated into our playing be-
cause we played more together. 

We were looking up at each 
other, making an effort to smile 
during our performances. I think 
bonding outside of rehearsals 
and actually playing our instru-
ments definitely helped us as an 
orchestra.” 

Jacoby said that the orches-
tra’s dedication allowed them 
to master the performance and 
have fun in the process. 

“The students did really, real-
ly well and played with such en-
ergy and focus, energy and focus 

they can’t always get at school 
because they have so much to 
do and so many different things 
to think about. When they’re 
focused on just one thing, only 
making the best music they can, 
they can go to a much higher lev-
el. I had a lot of fun in [the per-
formances], it seemed as though 
all the students were having a lot 
of fun too,” said Jacoby.

Editor’s Note: this article 
originally ran on March 22, 
2019.
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Chamber Orchestra and Choir Members Grow Closer During Concerts in Portugal

EMMA FU & ALANA YANG

COURTESY OF ADAEZE IZUEGBUNAM
The trip  provided an opportunity for members to go on sightseeing tours 
of Portugal while performing in concerts in different cities. 

Dance Open Aims to Celebrate 
Student Experience, Diversity, and Culture

IRENE KWON &
ALEX PARK

D.ZHU/THE PHILLIPIAN
This year’s Dance Open is directed by Uanne Chang ’20 (pictured above) 
and features dance styles of different cultural backgrounds.

Red fluorescent lights illumi-
nated the dark stage, spotlighting 
six Fusion members standing in 
formation with their head bowed. 
The music accented the dancers’ 
quick, sharp movements as they 
began their routine, which incor-
porated elements of Afro-Caribbe-
an and Latin dance. Fusion, along 
with many other groups and solo 
dancers, will be performing in this 
term’s Dance Open, which will take 
place on Friday, Saturday, and Sun-
day. 

Dance Open strives to showcase 
a variety of dance styles, including 
Afro-Caribbean, tap, hip-hop, and 
K-pop. According to Keely Aouga 
’19, one of the Co-Heads of Fusion, 
Dance Open is an opportunity to 
bring a part of their culture to cam-
pus through dance. 

“Fusion is like my family and to 
be able to bring a part of my culture 
to a predominantly white campus 
is really important to me. Especial-
ly because this month is Black His-
tory month and… we tend to talk 
about American Black people, this 
[dance] includes a different part of 
the Black diaspora. It’s important 
to show there’s more than one nar-
rative and we do it through dance,” 
said Aouga. 

Students were also able to ex-
plore new types of dance and chal-
lenge themselves to choreograph 
pieces to novel styles. According 

to Michelle Zhao ’19, who choreo-
graphed a dance to K-pop group 
BTS’ “House of Cards,” the expe-
rience allowed her to venture into 
new territory, both as a choreogra-
pher and dancer.

“I wanted to try experimenting 
with [K-pop] and see what I could 
come up with. When I choreo-
graph something, I pay a lot of at-
tention to the accents in the music 
and the rhythm of the lyrics. A lot 
of my choreo has a lot of detail and 
small movements that don’t fit with 
the beat of the music but they fit 
with the beat of the singers singing 
or the tempo of lyrics,” said Zhao. 

For a few students, this year’s 
Dance Open is their last chance to 
share their passion for and growth 
in dance at Andover. For her fourth 
and final Dance Open, Emily Jack-
son ’19 is a performer in Footnotes’ 
tap-dance routine, as well as in a 
duet with Michelle Jeon ’19, per-
formances that she hopes will com-
memorate her four-year tenure in 
the dance department at Andover.

“For four years I’ve been partici-
pating in Dance Open with Foot-
notes and I’ve been choreograph-
ing as well. A lot of it is actually a lot 
of nostalgia, because I keep think-
ing about when I was a [Junior] 
choreographing my first piece and 
the excitement that was in it, but 
also the stress. So I’ve been just re-
ally trying to enjoy the process be-
cause it’s my last,” said Jackson.

Although this is only her sec-
ond Dance Open, Uanne Chang ’20 

has taken on the role of director of 
Dance Open, organizing rehearsals 
and performance order and over-
seeing the entire production. As 
a dancer herself, Chang also gave 
specific critiques to dancers to im-
prove their routines. 

“The most challenging part for 
me was having to give all the feed-
back, because by nature I’m not 
super critical, and sometimes I 
find it difficult to give feedback to 
styles of dance that I’m not familiar 
with like hip-hop, tap, or cultural 
dances, but there are certain things 
that as a dancer I can still see, like 
formations or levels of energy, so in 
that regard I was able to help the 
groups,” Chang added.

According to Judith Wombell, 
Instructor of Theatre and Dance, 
Dance Open allows students to bal-
ance dance with the other rigors of 
Andover life. Wombwell believes 
these student-run productions 
also encourage growth and passion 
within dancers by showing entirely 
student-choreographed and orga-
nized dance performances.

“When kids come here and have 
a passion for dance but are caught 
up with other things like a sport, 
events like Dance Open are a won-
derful opportunity for dancers to 
showcase what they love while 
not having to make a huge term 
or year long commitment,” said 
Wombwell.

Editor’s Note: this article 
originally ran on February 16, 
2019. 

Amy Chew ’20 and Eliot Min ’19 Win A Cappella Award, 
Beating Pentatonix

Swathed in a blue light, Amy 
Chew ’20 and Eliot Min ’19 stood 
alongside fellow members of their 

a cappella group Apex. Female 
voices filtered in and out with 
haunting harmonies as the male 
lead singer belted the lyrics to MØ’s 
“When We Were Young.” This 
performance, recorded as a video, 
showcases the work of Chew and 
Min at the A Cappella Academy, a 

ten-day-long camp held in Los An-
geles over the summer. 

“We only had the ten days at 
A Cappella Academy. When we 
went on the first day of camp, we 
got right into it, we learned the ar-
rangement, we practiced singing 
together, we learned the choreog-

raphy, and we performed at our 
showcase ten days later,” said Min.

Ultimately, this final perfor-
mance won Apex first place in the 
category “Outstanding Live Video” 
of the A Cappella Video Awards, 
which is hosted by the Contempo-
rary A Cappella Society. Accord-
ing to Chew, both Min and Chew 
didn’t hear about their nomination 
until a few weeks after the nomi-
nees had been announced.

“A couple months later, one of 
my group-mates texted us and was 
like, ‘Oh, hey, we were nominated 
for this award.’ The ceremony 
took place in Los Angeles over the 
course of two to three days. Since 
we’re not all together, most of us 
don’t live in California right now, 
we just found out about it over the 
Internet,” said Chew.

A live performance video by 
Pentatonix, three-time Grammy 
Award-winning a cappella group, 
was also nominated in the same 
category, but Min and Chew’s 
group took the first place prize in 
the results, which were released a 
few weeks ago.

“They nominate performances 
throughout the entire 2018-2019 
year, but the winners of the con-
test are revealed in February. It 

was crazy. Especially in the a cap-
pella world, a lot of people look 
up to Pentatonix, so to know that 
we managed to outdo them in that 
regard, it was really amazing. We 
were all absolutely shocked,” said 
Min.

One of the biggest challenges 
of A Cappella Academy was the 
amount of time spent singing and 
choreographing every day, accord-
ing to Min and Chew. Though 
Min and Chew are both members 
of different a cappella groups on 
campus, the camp was much more 
intensive than anything they had 
experienced.

“I think the challenging part 
was that the music was really hard, 
and so was the choreography, but 
also trying to keep healthy because 
we were singing probably twelve 
hours each day. And so a lot of peo-
ple got sick, and a lot of people got 
sore throats. You really had to make 
sure that you weren’t stressing your 
voice out too much,” said Chew.

Editor’s Note: this article 
originally ran on February 22, 
2019. 

STAFF REPORT

COURTESY OF  AMY CHEW
Eliot Min ’19 (leftmost) and Amy Chew ’20 (center right) attended the A Cappella Academy over the summer, performing 
with the 7 other members in their group Apex (pictured above).
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Golden, artificial sunlight 
shifted to an overcast haze as Em-
erson Judson ’20 spiraled around 
the stage, spotlights trailing be-
hind her. As the delicate melody 
from band Sigur Rós escalates, 
Judson fought against images of 
makeup and female models in her 
solo piece, titled “Beauty.”

“For me, my solo was about 
the concepts of beauty, and how 
a lot of people perceive beauty 
as wearing makeup and conceal-
ing who they are underneath…A 
lot of it was the fabric holding me 
back, and the projections of the 
makeup in front of me. And in the 
end, I stripped that all away. It’s 
supposed to [represent] natural 
beauty,” said Judson.

“Beauty” was a portion of the 
Andover Dance Group’s [A.D.G.] 
year-end show, titled “Larks and 
Leaves,” held on the nights of May 
10 and 11 in Tang Theatre. A.D.G. 
performed five pieces, choreo-
graphed by Judith Wombwell, 
Instructor and Chair of Theater 
and Dance, and Kareem Lewis, 
Instructor in Theater and Dance. 
According to Wombwell, the 
show held a variety of meanings 
and themes, even within the title 
itself. 

“I thought it was great be-
cause both of [the words in the 
title] have a double entendre… I 
thought about the phrase, ‘It’s a 
lark,’ being youthful, having exu-
berance…The leaves [mean that] 
we are all about to do leave-tak-
ing, as the Seniors graduate…[The 

title’s words] both have double 
meanings, ‘lark’ as in the bird, or 
in having fun, and ‘leaves’ as in 
leaves falling, and taking a leave,” 
said Wombwell.

In the duet piece “Shed,” 
A.D.G. Co-Captain Emily Jackson 
’19 and Yishu Chen ’19 danced 
as one entity, sharing one long 
white dress that stretches across 
the stage. When Jackson dropped 
to the ground, Chen, unable to 
continue dancing, stripped off 
her half of the dress and walks 
away. The music diminishes to 
resounding thumps as Jackson 
gradually recovered conscious-
ness and attempts to dance alone.

“I saw Ms. Wombwell and her 
daughter [perform ‘Shed’], and 
now it’s Emily and me, carrying 
on the legacy, almost. It’s really an 
emotional piece about connecting 
everything. Emily and I have done 
so many duets together, and this 
is one of our last. The dance itself 
is about moving forward and also 
leaving behind something, which 
is what we’re in right now,” said 
Chen.

Audience member Rhea Prem 
’19 discovered that the title, and 
the performance in general, 
made her think about dance and 
its meanings in a manner that 
she had not experienced before. 
Multiple dancers expressed that 
this was the intended effect of the 
show.

“[‘Larks and Leaves’] was defi-
nitely really different from a lot 
of the shows I’ve been to because 
it was very thought-provoking. 
After each piece, I definitely had 
to think about what it meant, the 
concept, the title, the theme of 
the show…Leaves always make 
me think of fall, things passing. It 

almost made me feel nostalgic, in 
a way. I’m not sure if that’s what 
[Wombwell] intended, but that’s…
what I took from it,” said Prem.

The performance involved 
pieces that stray beyond the 
boundaries of typical dance. Ac-
cording to A.D.G. Co-Captain Mi-
chelle Jeon ’19, the group experi-
mented with new movements 
and patterns that had never been 
previously explored.

“In ‘Grass,’ we did some pretty 
weird movements, things that 
I’ve never done before, like shak-
ing our chests, letting everything 
go, which is not something you 
typically see at the Boston Ballet. 
I think this performance really 
challenged both us and the view-
ers about their idea of dance and 
what it can look like,” said Jeon.

According to audience mem-
ber Somin Virmani ’22, there 
existed an aura in “Larks and 
Leaves,” that differed from many 
of the other dance performances. 
The varying concepts that were 
portrayed was one aspect that 
added to the show’s unique per-
ception.

“I thought it’d be like any other 
dance show on campus, and I’ve 
been to a lot of them, like Dance 
Open, and I’ve performed in 
Dance Open and Dance Labs too. 
But this just had a completely dif-
ferent vibe and I feel like it was so 
real. And it wasn’t just ‘Oh, we’re 
going to dance and just have this 
one idea,’ but no, there were all 
these different themes,” said Vir-
mani.

The curtains rise to showcase 
the entire cast, dressed in suits, 
joining in for the final movement, 
“Kashmir.” Accompanied by Led 
Zeppelin’s drums, the performers 

throw down their jackets and dis-
sipate along with the blaring mu-
sic, dancing as groups that form 
into larger entities. Near the end, 
the Seniors pick up their jackets 
and leave the stage, which holds 
symbolic meaning, according to 
Wombwell.

“It’s only Seniors that walk off 
together. You know when some-

times you’re cold, and somebody 
lends you a jacket? I wanted it to 
feel like that. You’re taking care of 
your friend on your way out,” said 
Wombwell.

Editor’s Note: This article origi-
nally ran on May 17, 2019.

“Larks and Leaves”: Andover Dance Group 
Portrays Varying Themes with Double Entendres

EMMA FU 
& JERRY SHU

COURTESY OF JESSIE WALLNER
Andover Dance Group’s “Larks and Leaves” performance this past week-
end explored new movements, while also serving as the final performance 
for the group’s Seniors.
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“The Nutcracker”: Bringing New Magic to an Old Tradition

IRENE KWON

With a crash of the cymbals, 
Uanne Chang ’20 leaps into the 
waiting arms of Romulus Sot-
tile ’19, extending her leg back-
ward as Sottile spins across the 
stage, carrying her in his arms. 
As the music ends with one fi-
nal flourish, Sottile, playing the 
Cavalier, dips Chang, the Sugar 
Plum Fairy, while the rest of the 
characters in the Land of Sweets 
gather around the stage. 

“The part [of the Sugar Plum 
Fairy] was definitely very chal-
lenging to learn because I have to 
rely on another person so I don’t 
have as full of control of what I 
do, but in a way that creates a lot 
of trust. I had to learn to have a 
lot of trust with my partner and 
other people which I think is a 
very important thing to have in 
the dance world in general,” said 
Chang.

“The Nutcracker,” a bien-

nial ballet performance choreo-
graphed by Judith Wombwell, 
Instructor and Chair of Theater 
and Dance, was presented to 
the community on December 7, 
8, and 9. The production, which 
has been in preparation since 
the beginning of the school year, 
features Andover dancers of all 
levels, as well as faculty and staff 
and their children. 

This year’s “Nutcracker” dif-
fers from past productions be-
cause the school did not invite 
guest artists to fill technically 
difficult roles like the Sugar 
Plum Fairy and Cavalier. Instead, 
student dancers took on the 
challenge of learning those de-
manding parts over months of 
technique classes.

“We decided not to have pro-
fessional guest artists and [decid-
ed to] take our students and put 
them in those really difficult and 
challenging roles. I’ve been super 
excited and so proud and have 
a lot of fun working with this 
group of dancers. There are so 

many of them at all levels, [and] 
people seemed excited about 
their parts,” said Wombwell.

Another key difference of 
this year’s show is the new cho-
reography of the Tea Variation. 
According to Wombwell, the 
original choreography reflected 
stereotypes of Asian culture and 
was in need of an update.

“Traditionally [the Tea Dance] 
has been somewhat racist in 
the way that it’s been presented 
with stereotypical movements or 
just things that are attached to 
Asians… so we threw that away 
and started from scratch. Estelle 
Zhu [’20] is very trained in Chi-
nese dance so she [had] two of 
the dancers and Samantha Lee 
[’20] help me do the ribbon work, 
and we sort of all three worked 
together to make this beautiful 
little piece,” said Wombwell.

Unlike many other produc-
tions shown at Andover, “The 
Nutcracker” gathered members 
from all parts of the community. 
In order to produce the show, 
many teachers, students, and fac-
ulty children at Andover had to 
work together. 

“It gives a very unique oppor-
tunity to see this Andover com-
munity come together in a way 
that I haven’t experienced before, 
to have all these people come to-
gether with a common goal and a 
common production in mind has 
been amazing to see how people 
work together and truly foster 
a community and family within 
this dance,” said performer Kath-
erine Wang ’21.

“I think it’s really great to see 
everyone come together for such 
a show like this and have it be so 
big with everyone being a part of 
it. It’s nice to see students, chil-
dren of faculty, and faculty mem-

bers together in one room and 
make something that’s beautiful, 
and as Ms. Wombwell said, magi-
cal,” added performer Jeffrey 
Steele ’20.

According to families of par-
ticipating children, the produc-
tion is a unique opportunity for 
aspiring young dancers to par-
take in the classic holiday tradi-
tion.

“It’s been wonderful [hav-
ing my children in the play] and 

having them all participate in an 
annual tradition like “The Nut-
cracker.” I think the best thing is 
their excitement to be part of the 
tradition and definitely the danc-
es which was new for them,” said 
Elizabeth DiBattista, a parent of 
a child participating in the show.

Editor’s Note: Estelle Zhu is an 
Arts Editor for The Phillipian. 
This article originally ran on De-
cember 7, 2018.

D.ZHU/THE PHILLIPIAN

Sophia Esposito ’20,  above, and Emily Jackson ’19 each play the role of Clara for 
two of the performances in this year’s production of “The Nutcracker.”

“She Kills Monsters” Explores the Space between Fantasy and Reality

IRENE KWON 
& JERRY SHU

As purple lights illuminated the 
platform, hooded figures gathered 
on the stage, setting up a world full 
of fantasy and magic. A lone char-
acter appears and raises a sword 
as the horde of monsters swarm 
around her.

“It’s a really comical play with 
amazing costumes and stage set-
tings. Really cool props and a lot 
of action. But it also dives into the 
mind and the emotions of the main 
character because everything that 
is happening in the ‘Dungeons & 
Dragons’ world is in [Agnes’] imag-
ination,” said Martina Gil-Diaz ’21, 
an ensemble member of the play.

“She Kills Monsters,” a dramatic 

comedy set in the ’90s and written 
by Qui Nguyen, follows Agnes, a 
24 year-old teacher who discovers 
a ‘Dungeons & Dragons’ kit in her 
late sister’s bedroom. In immers-
ing herself in a fantastical world 
of elves and monsters, Agnes be-
comes closer to her sister’s mem-
ory and ultimately comes to terms 
with her sister’s death.

“[“She Kills Monsters”] is about 
family and grief. It’s about the need 
for empowerment and to find com-
munity. It’s not a very complicated 
play in that regard, but it really is 
about one’s sister’s grief and her 
need to connect all the [people] in 
her life that passed away,” said Al-
len Grimm, co-director of the pro-
duction.

In addition to grief, “She Kills 
Monsters” revolves around univer-

sal themes such as family, loss, and 
acceptance, according to Emma 
Brown ’19, who plays Agnes.

“You can find people to be your 
family. [Also,] fantasy in terms of 
both wish fulfillment and the expe-
riencing of things in a bit of another 
world. I suppose loss is a duality, as 
in the losing of something to regain 
another, and letting go of things 
when you need to,” said Brown.

The show also explores how 
people find comfort in recreational 
activities like “Dungeons & Drag-
ons,” allowing them to escape the 
the real world and take on alter 
egos that represent their greater 
selves.

“If you think about Tilly [and 
her friends], these are all high 
school students who are imper-
fect or scared or have things going 

on. In this fantasy world, they’re 
able to be almost super-humans, 
greater than they could ever be in 
real life. They get to fulfill some of 
these fantasies or wishes that they 
need to experience so that some-
day they may be more confident,” 
said Grimm.

One unique element of this pro-
duction is the extended platform 
that allows the audience to be seat-
ed around the stage. According to 
Elizabeth Jancsy, a co-director of 
the play, the set-up works to create 
intimacy between the actors and 
the audience.

“[The stage is] particularly effec-
tive for fight scenes where we want 
the audience to feel like they’re 
right there with us. It allows us to 
get across this theme of fantasy. We 
want to bring the audience with us 

on this game,” Jancsy said.
Because the play’s message is 

relatable to the general public, no 
prior knowledge of “Dungeons & 
Dragons” is required to watch the 
show.

“I think everyone can relate to 
the theme of ‘Dungeons & Drag-
ons,’ which I find to be the essence 
of storytelling and being able to 
put on this persona that’s different 
from who you are… a lesson we can 
all take from this show is to really 
go out of your way to understand 
people, because there’s a lot more 
than just what meets the eye,” said 
Jancsy.

Editor’s Note: This article 
originally ran on February 22, 
2019.
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“All I ever wanted was for you 
to love all of me. But I guess I’ll 
never get that,” Anna Lopez ’19 
said quietly, ending their perfor-
mance and walking off the stage 
to a chorus of snaps. Lopez’s 
piece on coming out to their par-
ents was one of many emotional 
performances delivered by stu-
dents of the Theatre-510 class. 
Their show, “The 50% (Things 
We Are Too Scared To Say),” was 
held November 3 and 4 in the 
theatre classroom and was a cur-
tain call to a term’s worth of hard 
work.

“[The performances] are so 
heart-wrenching. Most people 
in the audience were crying and 
a lot of it came from them being 
able to be vulnerable... Based on 
how many tears we got in the 
audience, they’re very relatable,” 
said Rhea Prem ’19, one of the di-
rectors of the play.

“I liked how everyone was 
so honest. I feel like this school 
teaches you a bit to separate what 
you show from what you feel and 
[the show] was, what the title 
says, the other 50 percent,” said 
audience member Sofia Marina 
’22.

With acts such as an original 
song by Junah Jang ’20 on how 
to return home, a passionate 
homage by Aliesha Jordan ’19 
to her mother, and a monologue 
by Nolan Hamilton ’20 on being 
biracial, each piece showcased 
unique aspects of the performers.

“I think it went amazing. I 
think they did so well, I’m so 
proud of all of them. Ria [Vieira 
’19, the other play director,] and 
I were crying when we were 
watching it...we’re so incredibly 
impressed by the work that they 
have done. We know it’s so hard… 

To see them perform so maturely 
and so openly is really amazing,” 
said Prem.

The performance came after 
months of self-reflection and 
writing prompts about them-
selves in order to develop these 
final pieces. Many of these 
prompts were about socioeco-
nomic class, race, nationality, 
gender identity, and sexuality.

“[Linda Carter Griffith, Assis-
tant Head of School for Equity, 
Inclusion, and Wellness, and Al-
len Grimm, Instructor in Theater 
and Dance ] gave out prompts 
for homework and the students 
would come back with pieces 
that they had written that fit the 
prompt. Slowly, it went to free 
choice and then writing about 
what came to them,” said Vieira.

During the process of creat-
ing, sharing, and revising their 
scripts, the cast members found 
support and solidarity in their 
castmates. This vulnerability 
also allowed for the performers 
to connect with the audience on 
a more personal and profound 
level, according to cast member 
Jelani Wilson ’19.

“It didn’t feel so much as act-
ing, it felt so much like me getting 
off my feelings and telling other 
people. Of course, it’s a crowd and 
in an acting environment, but it 
felt just like me finally being can-
did and honest with everyone for 
once… I feel like it’s really uplift-
ing and that the acting class was 
almost therapeutic in that regard, 
that I was able to get myself out 
there and feel comfortable with 
it,” said Wilson.

Editor’s Note: Junah Jang is a 
Managing Editor for The Phillip-
ian.  This article origionally ran on 
November 9, 2018. 

With a final chant of “Now I lay 
me down to sleep, I pray the Lord 
my soul to keep, if I should die be-
fore I ‘wake, I pray the Lord my 
soul to take,” Jason, portrayed by 
Alex Schimmel ’22, collapses on 
his deathbed, a victim to the AIDS 
epidemic of the 1990s. After Jason’s 
death, the rest of the friend group 
dies one by one, until only Ellie, the 
narrator, is left to recount the story. 

“An Endangered Species: Wak-
ing Up,” a Theater-901 production 
directed by Sam Wright ’19, took 
place on November 2 and 3. The 
play tackled dealing with AIDS in 
the wake of a nationwide epidemic, 
as well as the social repercussions 
of the diagnosis. The play cen-
ters around a group of high school 
friends who each learn they have 
AIDS.

According to Wright, the cast 
had to learn and understand the 
historical context of the play in or-
der to accurately portray their char-
acters.

“We had to have a couple of talks 
at the beginning about the time pe-
riod... and we had to do a couple of 
debriefing sessions, get the history 
of it. I tried my best not to roman-
ticize the whole thing. I wanted to 
keep the performances as genuine 
as possible. This is a sensitive topic, 
and it might be fading nowadays 
but it’s still really important,” said 
Wright.

Set in an ordinary town, “An En-
dangered Species: Waking Up” por-
trays a typical high school, which 
highlights the prevalence of AIDS. 

The play targets high school audi-
ences and raises awareness for the 
disease. 

“I think that this play was very 
influential and it shows how AIDs 
and HIV virus is such a big prob-
lem, but it’s never fully addressed 
until it affects someone that you 
know close to you or your friends. It 
was really good and I think it shows 
everyone how close to home the 
virus or anything like that can hit,” 
said Katherine Bell ’22, an audience 
member.

According to cast members, de-
veloping their characters required 
time and patience. In addition, be-
cause of the subject matter, their 
parts called for an unprecedented 
amount of emotional strength. 

“It was a pretty intense experi-
ence. I’ve never had to delve this 
deep emotionally into a role before 
but it was interesting for me… We 
approached [“An Endangered Spe-
cies: Waking Up”] with caution and 
slowly. We learned a lot about the 

time [period] before starting and 
I think that helped us a lot to get 
some sort of perspective on what 
it’s like to play someone with HIV,” 
said Harry Whitman ’20, a cast 
member.

According to Wright, the transi-
tion from acting to directing was 
not the easiest, and he faced numer-
ous challenges as a leader for the 
group.

“[With] acting, you’re getting 
told what to do; it’s easier. It’s on you 
if you make a mistake and you have 
the power to fix that for yourself. As 
a director, you’re the one making 
the decisions and then if something 
happens, you have no control over 
it. It’s a lot more stressful really, but 
it’s all good. I love doing this and I 
have such a great respect for direc-
tors now, I don’t know how they do 
it constantly,” said Wright.

Editor’s Note: This article 
originally ran on November 9, 
2018.

THD-901 Production “Sexual Perversity in Chicago”
 Explores Gender and Societal Norms Through the Past

Two well-dressed men, 
played by Brandon Chandler 
’20 and Emiliano Caceres-
Manzano ’22, stand in a noisy 
and dim bar, casually discuss-
ing women and sexual acts. 
They toss around words such 
as “broad” and “joint,” as well 
as other slang terms, seemingly 

without caution.
“The show comes right in 

with the absurdity. It sets up a 
very, very raunchy play. There 
are some great lines, like, ‘Dan, 
I love the taste of cum,’” said 
Lesley Tilghman ’19, student di-
rector of the production. 

“Sexual Perversity in Chi-
cago” by David Mamet was 
performed March 22 and 23 as 
the culmination of Tilghman’s 

term-long Theater-901 project. 
The play focuses on two men, 
Danny and Bernie, played by 
Chandler and Caceres-Manz-
ano, and two women, Joan and 
Deborah, played by Chi Igbok-
we ’21 and Jenni Lawson ’19 re-
spectively. The characters each 
deal with the complexities of 
gender dynamics and sexual re-
lationships present in mid-’70s 
Chicago.

“This [play] is set in Chi-
cago’s ‘swinging single scene,’ 
so there’s obviously these four 
people that are still just figur-
ing it out… particularly Debo-
rah--she ‘walks the walk,’ but 
does she really ‘talk the talk,’ 
other than what she reads in 
[the Cosmopolitan]? So, I think 
when you actually have to be 
confronted with big moments 
like that. It’s kind of weird, be-
cause then the playful, fun part 
is over and emotions actually 
have to set in and that can be 
scary when you’re new to that,” 
said Lawson.

The content in the play was 
unique in that it was more suit-
ed for a student-led production 
rather than one produced by 
the school due to its themes, ac-
cording to Tilghman.

“I think it’s difficult for An-

dover as an institution, specifi-
cally the Theater Department, 
to put on productions that in-
herently sexualizes underage 
kids. As a kid myself, I’m in a 
position where I can put other 
kids in that space, and as a stu-
dent I can tell that particular 
story,” said Tilghman.

According to Caceres-Man-
zano, one challenge was to rec-
ognize the controversial issues 
and to refrain from seeing them 
as normalized or correct.

“[It was challenging,] deal-
ing with some of the tougher 
scenes, issues, [to] just take 
them in context, you know. The 
important thing for me was to 
not excuse Bernie, but to fig-
ure how what got him to those 
points,” said Caceres-Manzano.

Each character finds them-
selves to be playing a part that 
is disingenuous, restricted by 
the norms of the era. According 
to Caceres-Manzano, Bernie 
himself may be homosexual, de-
spite his obsession with objecti-
fying women.

“I think he lives in a society 
that doesn’t let him [be gay], es-
pecially within the confines of 
masculinity, in that era. I think 
there’s not a lot of room for him. 
A lot of [what Bernie says] is 

lies. I guess there’s a kernel of 
truth to it all, because they’re 
dreams in a way,” said Caceres-
Manzano.

According to Tilghman, the 
final scene exposes the lies that 
each character seems to tell. In 
the scene, Danny and Bernie 
sit by the beach and talk about 
the women in front of them, de-
scribing them in a derogatory 
fashion, in parallel with the 
opening scene at the bar.

Tilghman said, “There’s one 
particular moment where Ber-
nie starts criticizing the women 
for going out and flaunting their 
bodies and for doing all this 
‘inappropriate stuff.’ He says, 
in particular, ‘a man goes out 
to the beach with his friend to 
sit in the sun and catch the ac-
tion–’ and then he stops himself 
and he says, ‘wait a second, I 
mean the man goes out to the 
beach to sit in the sun.’ He real-
izes that he has said the wrong 
thing, because if you’re going 
out to the beach to watch the 
action, then you can’t be blam-
ing the women for doing what 
you want them to do.” 

Editor’s Note: This article 
originally ran on March 29, 2018.

JERRY SHU
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The play, set in mid-70’s Chicago, explores gender and sexuality. Jenni 
Lawson ’19  (left) and Chi Igbokwe ’21 (right) play characters Deborah and 
Joan respectively. 

THD-901 Production“Peerless” Uses Satire to Explore Themes of Race 

SHIRA WOLPOWITZ

Walking slowly out onstage, 
D, played by Alex Schimmel 
’22, suddenly starts coughing 
and chokes up a walnut to the 
disgust and shock of his high-
school crush, M, played by 
Shannon Liu ’20. After D is ac-
cepted to The College over M 
and L, identical twin sisters, 
the play follows them as they 
plot against D to take his spot.

On March 29 and 30, Jie-
hae Park’s “Peerless,” a The-
ater-901 project directed by 
Brian Ko ’19, will be take place 
in the Theater Classroom. 
While the play includes many 
satirical scenes, it also grap-
ples with more serious emo-
tions, such as anger, jealousy, 
danger, and morality. The play 
also explores themes of race 
and ambition, along with the 
college admissions process.

“I decided on this particu-
lar topic again because I was 
inspired by the work of Kalina 
Ko’ 17 and their [Theater-901] 

production. That was really 
the first instance of Asian the-
ater that I had ever seen, and 
that made me want to do more 
because it’s not something we 
see every day,” said Ko. 

In directing, Ko struggled 
with how to present the play 
without reinforcing common 
Asian-American stereotypes. 
He also sought to present and 
address real-life issues in the 
college admissions process in 
a satirical way. 

“I think the hardest part 
of the process was coming to 
grips with what we want to 
present for the show because 
this message about Asians in 
college admissions is a very 
sensitive topic, especially 
with recent events that have 
changed how we look at the 
play and how we want to pres-
ent the play… We are also try-
ing to make it about the fact 
that this is satirical and trying 
to demonstrate that ‘hey, this 
is really screwed up,’” said Ko.

In the show, Nicole Jo ’21 
plays L, an ambitious Asian-
American teenager who has 

given up everything in order 
to attend The College. For Jo, 
this was her first time acting 
in a play.

“Brian encouraged me in 
and out of the classroom. I was 
struggling a lot with my lines 
and he told me he believed in 
me and that really helped me. 
It got me through it,” said Jo.

Both Jo and Ko agreed that 
the cast dynamic was always 
very upbeat throughout the 
term. Jo appreciated the fun 
atmosphere during rehears-
als because it helped her grow 
more confident in herself as an 
actor. 

Jo said, “We’re always 
laughing and we’re having fun 
at each practice. It’s never se-
rious or uptight or scary, and 
that was honestly good for me 
because I was never scared to 
come into rehearsal.”

Ko added, “My favorite 
part about working with the 
cast was just how fun it was... 
It wasn’t so dead serious and 
deadset that everyone was 
so intensely focused on try-
ing to get the thing down. We 

were having a good time with 
the script and… being able to 
present something that we’re 
proud of and that we enjoy 
ourselves.”

Editor’s Note: This article 
originally ran on March 29, 
2019.

D.OWYANG/THE PHILLIPIAN
Nicole Jo ’21 (left) and Shannon Liu ’20 (right) played the roles of twin 
sisters M and L, who plot against another character, D, to take his spot in 
The College. 

‘The 50%’ Spotlights Narratives 
Of Andover Students

ALANA YANG

Theatre-901 Production 
‘An Endangered Species: Waking Up’ 

Brings Awareness to AIDS
IRENE KWON

C.NGUYEN/THE PHILLIPIAN
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Sam Wright ’19 was one of several seniors selected to take on an indepen-
dent Theater-901 project over the course of one term during the 2018-2019 
school year. 
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With a large boom of the 
bass drums, Sam Katz ’19 
staggered away from Gwen 
Empie ’21, who towered over 
him with her cymbals in hand. 
Every bass vibration and clap 
of the cymbals pushed Katz 
further to the side of the stage 
as Empie walked menacingly 
towards him, respectively 
representing the “good” and 
“evil” of Drumline. The two 
dueled throughout the perfor-
mance as the drums played. 

“The most fun part… was 
a lot of the playing with 
the cymbals, honestly… The 
whole concept of it was a 
battle, but our cymbalists are 
very enthusiastic this year, so 
we tried to make it as physical 
as possible. They’re not shy at 
all, so they [have] a lot of in-
teraction,” said Drumline co-
head Rachna Lewis ’19.

Grasshopper 2018 began 
with Emily Huang ’21 per-
forming a rendition of Claude 
Debussy’s “La Danse de 
Puck.” The piece’s light, flut-
tering rhythms, and chords 
reflect the trickster character 
Puck from Shakespeare’s “A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream.”  

“Once I found this piece, 
it was really just trying to 
get the feel of it because it’s 
a hard song to play right. You 
can play the notes, but it’s 
hard to get the mischievous, 

evil blend. [I’ve been] prac-
ticing over and over again to 
get the right emotions… I’ve 
performed in a lot of shows 
at my old school, so I wanted 
to get more involved in per-
forming at Andover. Even be-
ing able [to experience] being 
in Grasshopper is a big deal,” 
said Huang.

Against a bright red back-
drop, Blue Strut dances to 
“Cell Block Tango” from the 
musical “Chicago.” The per-
formance features a large grey 
jail cell made of wood and 
PVC pipe. The dancers twirl 
around the bars, occasionally 
reaching out to the audience 
from their places “trapped” in 
the jail cell.

“My dad made us a jail cell 
out of wood and PVC pipe, so 
that was a bit of a process get-
ting together. I think another 
challenge was that Strut is 
used to doing more technical 
routines, and this is a very mu-
sical theater-y performance. 
There’s a lot of acting and not 
as much dancing, so that was 
a bit of a challenge, too,” said 
Emerson Judson ’20, co-head 
of Blue Strut.

Using red and rainbow poi 
lights, Photon lights up the 
stage with glowing halos in 
their creative approach to this 
year’s theme. Poi, also known 
as light-stringing, involves a 
plastic bulb of light attached 
to the end of a string. Per-
formers typically fling around 
two strings rhythmically to 

form patterns in the air.
“We’re doing a glow-in-

the-dark or object-manip-
ulation performance to our 
own original remix of a few 
songs that we found that re-
ally suited the ‘Good-versus-
Evil’ theme. We strictly deal 
in E.D.M. music because it’s 

a tradition of glow-stringing. 
You see [glow-stringing] in 
a lot of raves or clubs, and 
that’s usually where house or 
E.D.M. music is playing, so we 
do mostly that,” said Michelle 
Zhao ’19, a Co-Head of Pho-
ton.

Azure’s mashup of Stevie 
Wonder’s “Superstition” and 
“Isn’t She Lovely” follows 
Photon’s performance. As 
the group steps onstage, their 
high heels casting a sharp sil-
houette on the red backdrop, 
the group begins singing a 
slow, muted beat and melody 
for their rendition of “Super-
stition.” As their performance 
progresses, the red backdrop 
slowly morphs into blue, and 
the group jumps into an up-
beat harmony with “Isn’t She 
Lovely.”

“I think in choosing Ste-
vie Wonder, we were really 
trying to cater more towards 
families and, obviously, a lot 
of the parents are going to be 
familiar with a Stevie Wonder 
song. I think when the kids’ 
parents are singing along to 
the song and are excited… 
and maybe even played their 
songs for their children, I 
think it’s definitely more in-
clusive than performing a 
more modern song that only 
the students would know,” 
said Alexa Leach ’19, co-head 
of Azure.

All of the performers have 
attended hours of tech re-

hearsals along with the Pro-
ducers, who constantly offer 
feedback for the performers 
to perfect the show.

“We [as Producers] have 
a more complete view of the 
show. In some ways, it may 
be kind of cynical because, as 
much as I love the rehearsals, 
I have to look at them through 
more of a critical lens, of what 
is wrong with this act rather 
than what is awesome about 
this act,” said Katz, a Produc-
er and member of Drumline.

According to Producer and 
stage manager Carley Kukk 
’19, Grasshopper is an op-
portunity for students to col-
laborate, either by showcas-
ing their many talents or by 
supporting their friends per-
forming onstage.

Kukk said, “My favorite 
part is watching how talented 
everyone is because it’s really 
crazy to have this many peo-
ple who all have something so 
cool to bring to the table. And 
then it’s so cool that we get to 
showcase this to the parents 
themselves. I also love how 
people love Grasshopper; the 
lines are always so long and 
the tickets always sell out. I 
think that that’s really great, 
because we’re all here to sup-
port each other.”

Editor’s Note: This article 
originally ran on October 12, 
2018.

Grasshopper 2018 Highlights Student Talent at Family Weekend

D.ZHU/THE PHILLIPIAN
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STAFF REPORT

SLAM brings a fierce energy to the stage with a performance to Nicki Minaj and Eminem’s “Roman Revenge.”

D.ZHU/THE PHILLIPIAN
Matt Katkavich ’21 is an emcee and a member of Keynotes. who are performing “Don’t Blame Me” by Taylor Swift 
and “Oops. I Did It Again” by Britney Spears.



June 2, 2019

SPORTS

SPRING SPORTS E11-F4

Bye-bye 
King of the Rabbit Ear, 

the Stearns Savant, 
Germaphobe, 

and the one and only 
Bathtub Rick

 Volume CXLII | Commencement

WINTER SPORTS E6-E10

FALL SPORTS E2-E5

ATHLETES OF 
THE YEAR F6-F7

ATHLETE
REFLECTIONS F5 & F8



E2 SportS T h e  P h i l l i p i a n June 2, 2019

Despite suffering from various 
runner injuries, Andover Boys 
Cross Country capped off its sea-
son with a fifth place finish at the 
Neptsa Division I Championships 
in November. After graduating 
many Seniors last season, the 
coaching staff focused this year on 
learning new runners’ strengths 
and weaknesses to create a stron-
ger team, according to Head 
Coach Jeff Domina.

“I think the most challenging 
aspect [of the season] was devel-
oping a younger, less experienced 
team, especially after a season 
where we finished with a cham-
pionship…The opportunity and 
challenge to work with those guys 
and develop as we did was great. 
It was really fun, and it made it a 
really special season,” said Coach 
Domina.

Andover’s roster was chal-
lenged this year, as many of its 
runners were injured and unable 
to participate at various points in 
the season, according to Captain 
Alex Fleury ’20.

“We had a lot of runners go 
through periodic injures like ten-
donitis in the legs-- some were out 
for weeks at a time. Some of them, 
like Sam Capobianco [’21] were out 
towards the end of the season… 

Coach Domina adjusted the roster 
to counteract this, but I think that 
was the most challenging aspect of 
the season,” said Fleury.

Andover’s season began with a 
fourth place finish at the North-
field Mount Hermon (NMH) In-
vitational. Andover was surpassed 
by Keene High School, NMH, and 
Loomis Chaffee. A week later, in 
its first dual meet of the season, 
Andover defeated Choate 24-31, 
with Fleury placing second overall 
and Jacob Buehler ’19, Capobian-
co, and Michael Turner ’20 fol-
lowing him.

The team then hosted St. Paul’s 
on Family Weekend, soundly win-
ning 15-48. Five Andover runners 
finished ahead of St. Paul’s fastest 
runner, with Fleury leading the 
pack. Andover then travelled to 
NMH again, and ultimately fell 
18-37.

Andover’s next meet was 
against Deerfield, where the team 
set 18 personal records and cut off 
seven minutes and 45 seconds of 
time in total in a dominant home 
performance. 

“I think the highlights might 
have been the two home meets 
that we had this year. Especial-
ly with the young team and so 
many guys who had not run be-
fore coming out and racing for the 
first time. Doing it at home on our 
course was probably the highlight 

for me because it really show-
cased the range of the team from 
the new guys who were getting 
out there for the first time right 
up through the varsity guys who 
were running terrific races,” add-
ed Coach Domina.

In Andover’s last dual meet of 
the season against Phillips Ex-
eter Academy, mud and puddles 
slowed runners down. Andover 
fell to Exeter 41-20, but Ben Fu ’21 
and Harry Chanpaiboonrat ’21 ran 
personal records.

Sam Lasater ’21 said, “It was 
gusting thirty miles an hour [at 
Exeter], forty miles an hour during 
the race…One part of the race, we 
had to run through a foot of stand-
ing water that was thirty feet long, 
so it was very wet and unusual 
conditions and it was very slow. 
A lot of people ran times that they 
weren’t very proud of. And then I 
saw my buddies Ben Fu and Harry 
Chanpaiboonrat cross the finish 
line in what turned out to be a per-
sonal record of a significant time 
in these muddy conditions.”

The following week, Andover 
travelled to Avon Old Farms to 
compete in Interschols, where it 
placed 5th out of 15 teams. Fleury, 
who received All-New England 
Honors, finished first for Andover 
and seventh overall, with a sea-
son’s best time of 16:19. Following 
him were Buehler, Turner, Hugo 

Solomon ’19, Will Hetherington 
’20, Anthony Minickiello ’20, and 
Ellerman Mateo ’21.

Many of the runners attest that 
Fleury was one invaluable stand-
out runner this year who helped 
the team achieve success.

Minickiello said, “[Alex] is one 
of the hardest workers I’ve ever 
known, thus his success and how 
fast he is. He’s just a really great 
leader. He comes to practice ev-
ery day prepared, ready to go, he’s 
enthusiastic and he hypes up his 
teammates. He’s the perfect pack-
age, really.”

According to Coach Domina, 
each runner’s contribution to the 

team’s successes made cross coun-
try feel more like a team sport 
rather than an individual sport 
this season. 

“I think that people outside 
of the sport don’t recognize how 
much of a team sport cross coun-
try is, but I think the guys in our 
program really get that. They train 
well together, they pull each oth-
er along, and they show that they 
value the ways in which individu-
al development supports team de-
velopment…They push each other, 
the pull each other along and it’s 
thanks to all those guys that we 
were able to do as well as we did,” 
said Coach Domina. 

In the four years Captain Ser-
ena Liu ’19 has been on the team, 
Andover Girls Volleyball had not 
once previously defeated Phillips 
Exeter Academy until this year’s 
regular season. After defeating Ex-
eter twice, Andover concluded the 
season with a league record of 10-3. 

Despite these wins and the 
team’s position as third-place seed 
for the New England Champion-
ships, Andover was bested by Cho-
ate in the first round of the Nep-
sac Tournament at the end of the 
2018 season. According to Liu, the 
matchup was a disappointing loss, 
especially because Andover had 
defeated Choate, who was seeded 
sixth, in the regular season. 

Liu said, “When we played them 
before, we had won over them in 
the fifth set as well, but from both of 
the games, we had the upper hand 

or we were able to dominate them 
more. In terms of how we lost, it 
was weird because we would re-
ally take them in one set like 25-8, 
and then the next set, we would be 
so far above them but they would 
catch up.”

In an email to The Phillipian, 
Head Coach Clyfe Beckwith wrote, 
“In a championship format, only 
one team [out] of eight walks away 
happy at the day of the match. [The 
team] played well, though incon-
sistently against a scrappy Choate 
team that peaked late in the sea-
son.”

As the season progressed, the 
team’s chemistry noticeably im-
proved amongst the players, which 
ultimately led to stronger games, 
according to Brooklyn Wirt ’21 and 
Beckwith. 

Wirt said, “As always, I think 
that team chemistry gets better as 
you go along the season because 
you understand a little more of how 
each person plays, and with a team 
with as many new people as we 
have, it takes a little bit to get to the 
point where you know where each 
person is going to be and what’s go-
ing to happen when they touch the 
ball.”

Beckwith wrote, “It takes time 
to develop chemistry, reading each 
others’ timing and intentions. It is 
always a team objective to improve 
together—and that they did.”

Energy and adrenaline proved 
to be the top two contributors for 
the win against Exeter during A/E 
Weekend. Unlike past years, the 
team was able to use the crowd 
noise to boost their energy and im-
prove their skills, while also main-
taining focus to play their own 
game. 

Beckwith wrote, “We played 
Exeter twice, home and away, as 
[we do] every year. We did well to 

play our own game, trusting our 
own game plan over making ad-
justments to their intermittent 
strengths. Exeter is always well 
coached and skilled, anything 
can happen at A/E because of the 
adrenaline and atmosphere.”

“It just felt good to have energy, 
from both sides too. All the hype 
just reminded all of us on the team 
why we love to play volleyball, be-
cause we love the sport itself. I 
think playing at home was a minor 
detail if anything. We won when we 
went to Exeter too and of course we 
didn’t have as huge of a crowd,” said 
next year’s Co-Captain Chioma Ug-
wonali ’20. “I think winning against 
them before A/E was definitely 
a boost for our egos in a good and 
bad way. We love to win, but if you 
start winning and you think you are 
unstoppable then there’s a prob-
lem there, and I think that carried 
over into our last game when we 
thought that [winning] Choate was 
a no brainer.”

According to Wirt, the competi-
tion at Andover/Exeter is less about 
skill and more about channeling the 
energy. The team was able to enjoy 
the success and have fun while 
playing as well.

Wirt continued, “A/E is honest-
ly not entirely about skill, it’s also 
about energy. We had a lot of en-
ergy going into the game, we were 
really ready for that atmosphere. I 
think this year we had a lot more 
people who like to perform and to 
be out there for everyone to see, and 
I think that’s really important to 
want to have a crowd there because 
if you don’t want to be seen you will 
play more tentatively.”

“They weren’t that tough but 
I would say the best game or the 
most fun game was A/E … because 
we hadn’t won against them in like 
four or five years so that rush we 

got after we beat them three sets to 
nothing was one of the best feelings 
in the world,” said Liu. “The most 
useful thing to winning A/E was 
mostly just the rivalry because it’s 
such a great tradition, and we had 
mostly built our season around that 
game.”

Throughout this season, along 
with other players, the front row 
has especially played a large role in 
the key successes for the team, ac-
cording to Liu, Wirt, and Ugwonali. 

Liu said, “It’s so tough to choose 
one person who stood out because 
a lot can’t happen without one 
part. I’d love to highlight the front 
row, both the hitters and the set-
ters because, wow, during some of 
the points I would just stand from 
behind in my spot and just watch 
them jump so high, like Chioma 
would jump so high and then slam 
it down in the middle of the court, 
or like Brooklyn would find the 
perfect hole, or like [Brooke Flem-
ing ’20] would find the spot to put 
a dump over and set it, so the front 
row was just really awesome.” 

Wirt added, “Consistently our 
middles are really strong, huge 
blocks, always from Chioma. Also, 
Sascha Evans [’21], newcomer to 
the team, really just came out of no-
where and from the very beginning 
of the season was one of our start-
ers and strong players.”

According to Ugwonali, Liu was 
both a valuable and supportive 
player for the team as a two-year 
Captain and four-year Varsity start-
er. The setters were also vital to the 
team’s success due to their ability to 
initiate offensive plays.

Ugwonali said, “I would say 
our Captain Serena was definite-
ly a rock for me and the rest of the 
team, as she has been for the past 
three years, for me. I’m incredibly 
sad to see her go, but we have some 

awesome players right in line so 
we’ll have a good season next year. 
I’d say our two main setters, Brooke 
Fleming and Sarah Chen [’21] were 
pivotal players on the team because 
you can’t run any offense without 
the setters.”

Despite the loss of many players 
from the class of 2018, the team was 
able to gel well with the new ad-
ditions and evolve into a cohesive 
unit that had an impressive season, 
according to Ugwonali and Beck-
with. 

Ugwonali said, “I think we im-
proved on talking and communi-
cating with each other, it’s kind of 
cliché, but it’s important honestly. 
You don’t win volleyball by yourself 
and so by the end we were a unit 
and we were starting to develop 
some different plays to throw off 
the other team and change it up.”

Beckwith wrote, “Every year/
season the challenge is to rebuild 
from graduation losses. One ap-
proach is to a build a team of six to 
nine that grows together over years 
with the goal to win the champi-
onship. Another approach is to 
build up a team that keeps a thread 
alive, relying on growth of younger 
players to become leaders with the 
goal to promote sportsmanship and 
playing the game because it is fun. 
[Volleyball] is built on the latter, and 
therefore welcomes changes.”

Following the conclusion of the 
season, the team was awarded the 
Nepsac’s inaugural sportsmanship 
award.

Liu said, “It was the newest 
award. It’s inaugural. So I think it’s 
just the team work and the sports-
manship of our team that really 
helps bring that cohesiveness to-
gether.”

FALL SPORTS

Boys Cross Country Perseveres Through Injuries 
in a Winning Season

BOYSCROSSCOUNTRY

LUKE BOSHAR

C.WAGGONER/THEPHILLIPIAN
Alex Fleury ’20 served as Captain this year and will resume the role again in 
the fall. 

Girls Volleyball Defeats Exeter Twice After Four Year Dry Spell

GIRLSVOLLEYBALL

PHOEBE BICKS

Following a tie with Phillips Ex-
eter Academy, Andover Girls Soc-
cer finished their regular season 
7-3-7 and headed to playoffs as sev-
enth seed. The team fell to second 
seed Buckingham Browne & Nich-
ols (BB&N) in the first round. 

During the game, the team pre-
served through cold weather to put 
up a strong performance, only fall-
ing to BB&N 1-2, according to Jess 
Moses PG’19. 

Moses said, “Everybody was just 
trying their hardest. It was so cold. 
Everybody was just getting cold. 
We were all tired and freezing, but 
we just pushed through. They were 
a really rough team, really aggres-
sive and pushy, but we kept it classy 
and we fought hard [un]til the end.”

One of the season highlights was 
the moment the team find out it 
had advanced to post-season play, 
according to Co-Captain Elise 
MacDonald ’19.

MacDonald said, “A highlight 
was definitely figuring out that we 

were seventh seed in the playoffs. 
There was really no way that was 
supposed to happen, and it was a 
complete surprise to everyone, in-
cluding Lisa [Joel, Head Coach] 
was at a loss for words. Everyone 
was just super excited to get into 
playoffs.”

Although the team lost seven of 
their regular season games, their 
spot at playoffs was not ruled out 
because of the strength of its sched-
ule, according to Joel.

Joel said, “Our record did not 
look like a tournament bound team. 
That said, [because of ] our reputa-
tion as a team and our weekly con-
tests against the top teams in New 
England, we [were] considered 
to have the strongest strength of 
schedule of any of Class A schools..”

According to Joel, she con-
sciously included rest-time into the 
team’s schedule to accomodate for 
the strenuous schedule. 

Joel said, “We absolutely had to 
consider the strength of the sched-
ule when we considered training, 
because we needed recovery time...
It was hard to just even use a day 

or two after a game to get ready for 
another big game…[so] we incorpo-
rated Monday sessions where we 
actually took time to take care of 
and roll out our bodies in the train-
ing room.”

Prior to the tournament, the 
team failed to maintain consistency 
throughout the season, according 
to Mary Stewart Kerrigan ’22.

Kerrigan said, “We’d win or tie a 
tough game and then we’d just lose 
to a team that was okay. One of our 
weaknesses was inconsistency.”

The turning point of the season 
came when the team lost at home 
against Brooks. This loss drove the 
team to bring stronger competition 
onto the field, according to Joel. 

Joel said, “The loss against 
Brooks at home for us was proba-
bly an important wakeup call. The 
Brooks game was a low, but an im-
portant mid-season wakeup call. 
A game like that goes to show that 
it doesn’t matter how much tal-
ent you have on a team, you have 
to show up to play. That’s always a 
good lesson for a team: on any given 
day, anyone can beat you”

Despite a frequently changing 
starting-lineup throughout the sea-
son, the team adapted to stay com-
petitive each week, according to 
MacDonald.

MacDonald said, “A lot of people 
kept getting hurt...The starting line-
up changed every week because 
there were always injuries. We 
were always adapting, and we just 
got used to that style of play and it 
started working in our favor.”

She continued, “As a team, defi-
nitely, we improved. We didn’t get 
a ton of new players, so it wasn’t 
super difficult in terms of having a 
new team dynamic, but our play got 
a lot better as we got used to work-
ing with one another.”

The team became a collective 
unit over the course of the season, 
according to Moses.

“The team definitely improved 
as a whole. I remember we all went 
to [Team Prep] Camp at the begin-
ning of the year in August. I didn’t 
know any of them. We had to play 
together, and we were looking 
good, but by the end of the season 
we were just a family, and everyone 

was playing well together. Being on 
a team for one year—it was awe-
some. They were really welcoming 
and I’m going to miss them next 
year,” said Moses.

Girls Soccer Falls in First Round of Post-Season Play

GIRLSSOCCER

LUCY LASATER

D.ZHU/THE PHILLIPIAN
Madison Bourassa ’20 has played as 
an outside back and center defend-
er for GVS for 3 years. 

D.ZHU/THE PHILLIPIAN
Brooklyn Wirt ’21 plays outside 
hitter for Andover Girls Volleyball 
and has been on the team since her 
Junior year. 
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Although Andover Boys Soccer 
was plagued by injuries at the be-
ginning of the year, the team fin-
ished their 2018-2019 season with 
a 5-9-1 record. 

After losing 11 Seniors from the 

previous year, the team gained 
their sense of leadership and bal-
ance from Co-Captains Max Levi 
’19 and Henry Rogers ’19, accord-
ing to Will Godbout ’20.

“The captains were open to ev-
eryone regardless of age or how 
long you’ve been on the team. It 
was a pretty equal environment 
and they provided a basis of ma-
turity and kept us in order,” said 
Godbout.

“Max and Henry are both great 
guys and I’m really good friends 
with them. They were super com-
mitted to the team, more than 
normal captains. During every 
practice and every game, they al-
ways brought the energy,” added 
Rolando Rabines ’19.

According to Coach Escobar, 
Levi’s leadership and willingness 
to play a new position were valu-
able to the team and helped lead 
Andover to a 3-2 win over Milton 
for the first time in four years. 

Coach Escobar said, “Max, 
who was our goalie, got injured in 
the first game of the season. As a 
coach, I thought that his leader-
ship was too great for us to keep 
on the bench, so I wanted to fig-
ure out a way to put him on the 
field and we did. He played center 

back and I would say a highlight 
for him was our game against Mil-
ton, who we hadn’t beaten in the 
last four years, [but there he was], 
playing center back for the first 
time in his career against, argu-
ably, one of the best teams in New 
England and helping us get a win 
that day.”

Against Milton, Andover had a 
1-0 lead early in the game and add-
ed two more goals in the last few 
minutes of the first half. Although 
Milton scored two goals late in 
the second half, Andover was able 
to hold onto the lead, ending the 
game with a score of 3-2.

Godbout said, “Milton has a 
really good team, and they’re 
ranked, and we didn’t really ex-
pect to go in there against a tough 
team and win in that fashion. 
We knew that it would be a very 
tough game since we had a lot of 
new players on the team, so that 
was definitely a really good mo-
ment for us.”

Another highlight came later 
in the season during Andover’s 
comeback win against Tabor that 
was capped off by a last minute 
goal from Isaac Hershenson ’20.

Despite leading 2-0 at the start 
of the game, Andover let in two 

goals during the second half. 
“It was a game we should’ve 

won a lot earlier, but we let them 
back into the game, and it was 2-2, 
and then Isaac just scored one of 
the most unbelievable goals I’ve 
ever seen. He just banged it into 
the top corner from a volley in the 
90th minute. Although we didn’t 
get to win against Phillips Exeter 
Academy, the Tabor game was a 
really good way to close out the 
season.”

The team’s chemistry and 
teamwork helped Andover stay 
focused through some of the diffi-
cult periods in the season, accord-
ing to Coach Escobar.

“I feel that this year, we had a 
really tight group, and everyone 
was always there for each other 
not only during our better parts 
of the season, but also during our 
lowest low. We had a lot of inju-
ries throughout the season, which 
made it really difficult, but thank-
fully, when someone went down, 
somebody was right there to step 
up, and I think they did it because 
they care about one another and 
they do what is best for the team. 
That’s what this year was all 
about,” said Coach Escobar.

Rogers added, “It has been one 

of my favorite teams I’ve played 
on, in terms of pure chemistry 
and working together, playing 
hard. That was certainly one of 
our goals, just to make it an en-
vironment where everyone can 
have fun, work together, and try 
as hard as we can. So in that re-
spect, I think we did accomplish 
our goal and it was definitely a 
good time.”

With a strong core of return-
ing players, Andover Boys Soccer 
looks come back even stronger 
next season.

Coach Escobar said, “Next 
year, we’re promised to be one of 
the strongest teams we’ve had in 
recent years. In terms of return-
ing players, we have more start-
ing returning players than we’ve 
ever had before. So while we were 
young this year, next year that’s 
not going to be the case. We’re 
actually going to be a very expe-
rienced team with a lot of players 
having had a significant role on 
the team in the last two years.”

The team will be led by 
Co-Captains David Wang ’20 and 
Connor Ding ’20 in the 2019 fall 
season. 

Andover Rebuilds After Losing 11 Seniors

BOYSSOCCER

LUCAS KIM

C.WAGGONER/THE PHILLIPIAN

After playing striker for two years, 
Luc Pan ’19 played left back his 
Senior year. 

Despite a slow start, Ando-
ver Football, led by Co-Cap-
tains Will Litton ’19 and Mi-
chael Thompson ’20, ended 
Head Coach Leon Modeste’s 
final season with a shutout 
against Phillips Exeter Acad-
emy and an overall 3-4 season 
record.

This year marked the sixth 
consecutive win for Andover 
over archrival Exeter in their 
annual matchup. This was not 
only a great win by itself for 
Andover, but also a great end 
to Coach Modeste’s career 
at Andover, according to An-
drew Mazzone ’19 and Coach 
Modeste.

Mazzone said, “[This is] 
kind of cliche, but [a favor-
ite memory from the season 

was] beating Exeter, especial-
ly because it was Coach Mo’s 
last game. It was also our first 
shutout of the year, so it was 
definitely awesome to cap it 
off [and] dominate a team like 
that. At the end of the day we 
won, and that kind of saved the 
season.”

Coach Modeste added, 
“Beating Exeter always feels 
good; beating Exeter on your 
last game of your career feels 
absolutely great. I tip my hat 
to my colleagues on the coach-
ing staff and of course to the 
kids because they were not go-
ing to let me lose at the game.”

Coach Modeste praised not 
only the team’s strong play 
against Exeter, but also the 
high level of sportsmanship 
the team exhibited until the 
very end.

“That last few seconds, I’m 

so proud of my kids – we were 
on the one-yard line with 15-
20 seconds left, and my kids 
did not want to score again and 
rub it in Exeter’s face. They 
took a knee and let the game 
end. That’s Andover; that’s 
class,” said Coach Modeste.

Despite a rocky start, An-
dover showed impressive re-
silience over the course of the 
season, especially on defense, 
according to Coach Modeste 
and defensive end Ben Car-
beau ’21.

“We ran into some really big, 
strong teams in Salisbury and 
Choate. They just dominated 
us, but then the next week [we 
played] Suffield, which was 
another great team, [and] we 
played really well defensively. 
[We] did some things offen-
sively and started to feel a lit-
tle bit better about ourselves 
as a team. Subsequently, we 
[got] home and upset Deer-
field and knocked them out of 
the playoffs which was cool. 
With a little luck we could’ve 
had a winning record,” said 
Modeste.

Carbeau added, “I think in 
the Suffield game, the defense 
really came together and re-
ally started playing well, and 
that carried well through to 
the last game against Exeter, 
where we shut them out.”

According to Coach 
Modeste, this year’s captains 
and upperclassmen were es-
sential to the team’s success, 
both through their play and 
leadership. 

“Our captains were good 
leaders. Will did a great job, 
Will was an All-League play-

er, just tremendous. But also 
our Post-Graduates, Sal Lup-
oli [PG’19] in particular and 
Jake Bedell [PG’19] really 
were leaders. Along with our 
captains, they really led our 
team because there were a lot 
of really young kids that need-
ed guidance out on the field. 
Coaches can only do so much, 
so what happens out on the 
field and in huddles and stuff 
like that, that’s the Seniors, so 
that’s a tribute to the Seniors 
and the captains,” said Coach 
Modeste.

Andover’s unity on the field 
was largely resultant of the 
team’s tight bonds and close-
ness off the field, according to 
Mazzone.

Mazzone said, “We’d all 
mess around with each other 
and we’d hang out a lot. I think 
because of our small team size, 
we have a lot more unity. In 
the game of football, you kind 
of need to have that family 
aspect, but because we were 
so small, it made us so much 
closer together. We bonded 
very well.”

After graduating 28 Seniors 
in the Class of 2018, Andover’s 
2019 roster was comprised of 
many young players who will 
be required to step up as lead-
ers soon since the team will 
graduate another thirteen Se-
niors this year, according to 
Krikorian.

“There’s a lot of young tal-
ent which will be helpful for 
next year with a young team. 
We only have a few Uppers 
right now that are going to be 
Seniors next year, but there 
are a lot of kids in the current 

Lower class and the Junior 
class that have promising tal-
ent,” said Krikorian.

Next season, Defensive 
Coordinator Trey Brown ’12 
will take over as Head Coach. 
Coach Brown has extensive 
experience playing football 
at Andover as well as at Bow-
doin College. Coach Modeste 
and Mazzone have high con-
fidence that Coach Brown will 
do an excellent job taking over 
the program.

Coach Modeste said, “I 
know that the team is in great 
hands because all the coaches 
are back, and I feel very good 
about Coach Brown taking 
over. He’s a young and enthu-
siastic guy, and he was one of 
our players so he understands 
the culture of Andover foot-
ball.”

Mazzone added, “It’s going 
to be so much more different. 
Coach Mo is a very old school 
kind of guy. [Coach Brown’s] 
definitely going to speed up a 
lot of things of the game. The 
old virtues will always stand. 
We’ll always be a family and 
stuff like that, but definitely 
the pace of how everything 
goes, and I’m really excited to 
see where they progress and to 
see Coach Brown. I think that 
we’re going to be better than 
last year, if we get the right 
kids of course, but definitely 
a new face, new brand of An-
dover Football is coming alive, 
just turning the chapter.”

Next year, the team will be 
led by Co-Captains Jake Jor-
dan ’20, Erik Fotta ’20, and 
Thompson.

Andover Girls Cross Coun-
try concluded its season with a 
dual meet record of 3-2, a first 
place victory at the Northfield 
Mount Hermon (NMH) Invita-
tional meet, and a third place 
finish at the Nepsta Division 
I Interscholastic Champion-
ships. 

With Head Coach Rebec-
ca Hession on sabbatical for 
the 2018 season, Patrick Riel-
ly stepped in as Head Coach, 
along with new assistant 
coaches. According to Posie 
Millett ’20 and Molly Mac-
Queen ’21, the new coaches 
allowed the team to continue 
important traditions, as well 
as introduce fun activities of 
their own.

Millett said, “No one was re-
ally sure at the beginning how 
the season was going to go, but 
I think that all of the returning 
runners did a really great job 
of keeping spirits high, bring-
ing motivation in, and intro-
ducing people onto the team. 
And all of the new coaches 
did a great job respecting our 
traditions and also bringing in 
their own kind of new quirks 
and fun things into the team.”

According to Coach Riel-
ly, the team achieved its main 
goals that it set for the season.

In an email to The Phillip-
ian, Coach Rielly wrote, “We 
worked on cultivating three 

things this season: strength, 
efficiency, and community. 
Most of all, I wanted each run-
ner to feel stronger—mental-
ly and physically—for having 
done cross country. In our last 
few races of the season, I saw 
that strength displayed in so 
many ways in competitions 
and outside of it. This team 
was incredible.”

The team was able to use its 
strengths of collectivism and 
pack running, which helped it 
prevail in meets, according to 
Marguerite Montagner ’21 and 
Captain Rhea Chandran.

“I think one of our greatest 
strengths this season was run-
ning as team that supported 
and pushed each other. I think 
this showed itself in our races 
when we ran as packs and fin-
ished close together, but also 
in the way we cheered for each 
other at finish lines and during 
every hard workout,” said 
Montagner.

Chandran wrote in an email 
to The Phillipian, “We had 
many strengths, but one was 
that I think we really bond-
ed as a team this season. We 
all connected with each other 
during practice and ran better 
at meets because of our close 
team culture.”

Brooke Sanders ’19 and 
Mia Levy ’21 remarked on the 
strong performances of Mac-
Queen this season, and the 
positive leadership of Chan-

dran.
“Molly was definitely re-

ally important to the cross 
country team. Obviously, she 
had amazing times and really 
helped the team to pull ahead 
in meets, but just her general 
positive spirit made the team 
as a whole better and more 
competitive. She was encour-
aging to all teammates no mat-
ter how fast they were, and she 
set a good example of putting 
her best in at practice so that 
she could do well in meets,” 
said Sanders.

Levy added, “Rhea did a re-
ally amazing job uniting the 
team as a whole, whether you 
were on Varsity or not, and she 
set a really great example that 
I think the team will contin-
ue to follow. She was always 
cheering everyone on either 
at practice or at races, and was 
super supportive of everyone 
on the team.”

A highlight of the season for 
Millett was the meet against 
St. Paul’s on Parents’ Week-
end, for its large involvement 
and energy. Whereas for Mac-
Queen, the Andover Exeter 
meet was a defining moment, 
as the team was able to come 
together despite harsh weath-
er conditions.

“[At our home meet on Par-
ents’ Weekend], he whole team 
races, which is pretty big, it’s 
more than 40 girls, so we have 
everyone out there. People 

who can’t run because of in-
juries are volunteering on the 
course, and all the parents are 
there, so it’s just really great 
energy. Seeing everyone come 
through the finish line and 
everyone cheering each other 
on using names is just a really 
fun part of cross country,” said 
Millett.

MacQueen said, “My favor-
ite meet of the season was the 
A/E meet at Exeter, because 
even though we ended up not 
coming out on top, the weather 
was probably the harshest we 
ever raced in, but the team re-
ally pulled through. I think we 
were able to gel as a team that 
meet and showed that we could 
run in any conditions, and we 
could have fun as a team no 
matter where we were running 
or what we were running in, as 
long as we were together.”

The team raced in its final 
meet at Interschols hosted by 
the Avon Old Farms School, 

where it placed third out of 
fourteen independent schools 
across New England. This fin-
ish was a culmination of the 
team’s hard work, according to 
Millett and Coach Rielly. 

Coach Rielly wrote, “Our 
plaque-worthy third-place 
finish at Interschols was the 
highlight of the season. The 
team ran exceptionally well 
with many athletes running 
their best races of the sea-
son. Besides GXC 2018, only 
one other team in the last ten 
years has placed in the top 
three at Interschols with only 
one all-New England runner, 
which speaks to the depth and 
strength of our team this year. 
It was an inspiring day that 
ended an inspiring season.”

With six of the top seven 
runners returning next fall 
under the leadership of fu-
ture Captain Millett, the team 
hopes to replicate a strong sea-
son in 2019.

Football Secures 6th Straight A/E Win Against Exeter 
for Coach Modeste’s Final Season

FOOTBALL

HANNAH ZHANG

Girls Cross Country Places Third at Interschols

GIRLSCROSSCOUNTRY

LILLIE COOPER

D.OWYANG/THE PHILLIPIAN
Co-Captain Michael Thompson ’20 played quarterback and free safety. 

COURTESY OF RHEA CHANDRAN

11 Seniors are graduating from the Cross Country team this year. 
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After achieving an undefeat-
ed record of 17-0 and letting 
in only three goals the entire 
season, Andover  Field Hockey 
(PAFH) ended their year with 
a triumphant win at play-offs, 
earning their third Nepsac 
championship title in the last 
four years. 

“We simply wanted to have 
a competitive and cohesive 
team, and one that would qual-
ify for the tournament...I re-
call saying at our first session 
of pre-season that it would be 
great if the four-year seniors 
could end their careers play-
ing in the championship game 
for a fourth time,” wrote Head 
Coach Kate Dolan in an email 
to The Phillipian.

She continued, “The season, 
the playoffs, the team; [they] 
all exceeded any [and] all my 
expectations.”

PAFH scored 63 goals in the 
duration of its entire season, 
which included three scrim-
mages to open the season. In 
those scrimmages, the team de-
feated Pingree, Rivers, and St. 
Mark’s with scores of 2-0, 3-0, 
and 1-0, respectively, preview-
ing their successful season.

According to Captain 
Meghan Ward ’19, the team 
created a list of standards for 
the team to uphold, rather than 
setting goals. 

“From the beginning, we 
knew we had a very talented 
group of players, but we want-
ed to make sure that we didn’t 
let the possibility of a good 
season slip away. Rather than 
goals, we made a list of what 
makes a team succeed, and 
what can make a team suffer. 
From that point on, we held 
each other to the standards of 
the things we said made a team 
successful,” said Ward. 

PAFH began its regular sea-
son with a 6-0 win over Thayer 
and continued its momentum 
throughout the season.

Coach Dolan wrote in an 
email to The Phillipian, “Hon-
estly, we didn’t talk about the 
winning streak (maybe the girls 
did amongst themselves but 
[Assistant Coach Martha Fen-

ton] and I never talked about 
it). We played each game one 
at a time – cliché perhaps, but 
that was really our approach. 
This was an easy team to coach 
– they were fully invested in 
each other, their season and 
finishing on their terms.”

Carly Kreytak ’20, who will 
be next year’s Captain, said, “I 
think it’s hard to play great all 
the time, and with our record, 
we had set high expectations 
for ourselves. Holding each 
other accountable wasn’t an 
obstacle but it was something 
we had to focus on throughout 
the season. It’s easy to get com-
placent but I think, through 
holding each other account-
able, our team was able to con-
tinue to improve and really be 
successful.”

According to Kreytak, the 
team did not finish with a 
perfect record and secure the 
Nepsac championship with-

out facing challenges along the 
way. Although games against 
St. Paul’s School and Noble & 
Greenough School (Nobles) 
during the regular season 
proved difficult for the team, 
it defeated both teams 1-0 and 
2-1, respectively. 

“I don’t think there was a 
particular moment when we 
thought we could or couldn’t 
go 17-0. We became more con-
fident in ourselves as the sea-
son progressed, especially as 
we were coming out on top 
against very strong teams, such 
as St. Pauls and Nobles. For me, 
I didn’t think we were going 
to go 17-0 until we scored our 
final goal against Hotchkiss in 
the championship game,” said 
Kreytak.

One of the team’s notable 
qualities this year was that all 
of its players kept their compo-
sure even against difficult op-
ponents, according to Ward.

“I think that we learned to 
adjust really well to the way 
our opponents were playing, 
while staying true to our own 
style of play. Another thing 
that I think improved through-
out the season was our com-
posure and confidence on the 
field. We went into every game 
knowing that we could win, 
and didn’t get rattled by teams 
that challenged us,” said Ward.

In the Nepsac semi-final on 
Saturday, November 17, Ando-
ver faced-off against Green-
wich Academy at Tabor Acade-
my. The following day, Andover 
traveled to Choate to play in 
the final against Hotchkiss. 

Andover rallied against 
Greenwich to win 2-1 after be-
ing down 0-1 in the first half. 
One day later, Andover defeat-
ed Hotchkiss 2-1 with one early 
and one late goal. 

According to Coach Dolan, 
the team’s unity was one of the 

driving forces of its success.
“Our ability to work togeth-

er, to rely and trust one anoth-
er – to pass, move and look for 
teammates and to know if you 
made a mistake, a teammate 
would have your back and not 
to worry just to play as hard, as 
smart as aggressively as possi-
ble,” Coach Dolan wrote.

She continued, “Each of the 
nineteen girls played a huge 
part in this year’s season and 
the team’s success. They tru-
ly wanted to keep playing for 
each other, they had tons of 
confidence in each other and 
they all competed with a tre-
mendous amount of grit, resil-
ience and determination. This 
team was very well balanced 
– we had speed, skill, offense, 
defense, and the intangibles 
that when combined provided 
the secret sauce.”

Gwyn Lapp ’22 said, “To be 
apart of a team that went 17-0 
was incredible. Not only were 
we very successful, but our 
team got progressively better 
and better and constantly built 
a family-like relationship that 
will last forever. Being apart of 
this season’s journey was one I 
will never forget...I am very ex-
cited for next season. Despite 
the fact that we will be losing a 
lot of very valuable team mem-
bers, I believe our team will 
continue to grow and get better 
each day.”

Although the team is grad-
uating eight seniors—Ward, 
Emily Batchelor ’19, Jo Caico 
’19, Brooke Keough ’19, Jackie 
McCarthy ’19, Kelly McCarthy 
’19, and Post-Graduates Abbey 
Otterbein PG’19 and Abby Volo 
PG’19—the underclassmen on 
the team have a lot of potential 
for next season, according to 
Kreytak. 

Kreytak said, “We are losing 
some key players but I know 
we will be able to continue to 
strengthen our program, espe-
cially with such great coach-
es and good team chemistry. 
Team chemistry is different 
year after year but PAFH love 
is something that is always rec-
reated and we will hopefully be 
able to create a team culture 
that will lead to our success.” 

Andover Boys Water Polo 
completed the 2018 season 
with a third place finish at the 
Liquid Four, the same result as 
the 2017 season. The team con-
cluded its season with a 13-2 
record.

According to Co-Captain 
Neil Simpson ’19, Andover’s re-
turning players contributed to 
the team’s success, and served 
as leaders that helped new 
players improve.

“We had a lot of returning 
players with a strong core of 
Seniors. We also had a great 
new coach, [David Fox], who 
took over the program and led 
us well as a team. We did a lot 
better than in years past. Since 
around 2014, we’ve had great 
improvement overall,” said 
Simpson.

Hank Yang ’22 added, “We 
worked really hard and placing 
third in New England is a great 
achievement. As a freshman 
on the team, I’m personally re-
ally grateful for all of the Up-
pers and Seniors who guided 
us through the season. They 
taught us what to do in or-
der to get better each day and 
hopefully we can maintain this 
success.”

After suffering a close 9-8 
loss against Loomis Chaffee 
in its opening game, the team 
won two straight, including a 
12-7 victory over archrival Ex-
eter. This is was the first time 
Andover defeated Exeter in 
four years.

In the next game, on Sep-
tember 22, the team fell 12-9 
to Deerfield. After this game, 
Andover would not lose again, 
finishing the season with 11 
straight victories, including 

one over Deerfield. According 
to Co-Captain Eric Osband ’19, 
the rematch was challenging, 
but the teams’ previous meet-
ing helped Andover prepare. 

“In the second meeting we 
played at home, which helped 
a lot, as well as it being during 
Parents’ Weekend. I think we 
had a lot more enthusiasm and 
energy. Also, we knew a lot 
more about their team, and we 
worked especially hard during 
that week to prepare for the 
match. We focused on match-
ing up their players and strat-
egizing to deal with their style 
of play. On top of that, we also 
were able to execute it very 
well and it was just an overall 
amazing game where the team 
played very well,” said Osband.

Simpson added, “Arnold 
Su ’20, [our goalie,] played a 
huge role in that game. In the 
first game, he was new to the 

position and didn’t have much 
experience, but he improved a 
lot over the course of the sea-
son which showed during that 
game.”

Despite the challenges 
posed by Deerfield team, An-
dover won 16-15 in overtime, 
propelling the the team to an 
Interschols appearance at the 
Liquid Four as part of the top 
four teams in New England. 

Andover entered the tour-
nament as the second seed. 
The Liquid Four included 
Brunswick, Deerfield, and 
Loomis. In the Semi-Finals, 
Andover faced Brunswick, the 
historically strongest team in 
the Nepsac league, having won 
five championships in row. 

Osband said, “In the Liquid 
Four Tournament, it wasn’t 
our best day. We had chosen 
to play Brunswick, the histor-
ically best team, in the Semis; 

even though we were the num-
ber two seed. So, we should’ve 
played them in the finals. 
Brunswick really dominated 
the match, but we felt that as 
a team we couldn’t have pre-
pared for it in any other way 
given the circumstances of an 
all-deep pool. It was a tough 
match and I’m not sure what 
we could’ve done better, but 
we still tried our hardest.” 

After falling to Brunswick, 
Andover finished third in the 
Nepsac league by defeating 
Deerfield in the third/fourth 
place match.

In addition to Osband and 
Simpson, the team will also 
graduate Seniors Benjamin Ca-
kir ’19, Jacob Hudgins ’19, and 
Rick Ono ’19.

New players Sean Meng ’22 
and Hank Yang ’22 hope that 
with the departing Seniors, 
the team will continue to work 
hard to perform even better 
and stay motivated to fill in the 
gaps that will be vacant. 

“Next season, it’ll definitely 
be hard for us, as our Seniors 
are extremely talented and 
helped the team in so many 
ways. We’ll miss them a lot for 
the next season, and it’ll be 
hard but then I hope our team 
can stay together and push 
the rising Seniors to fill in the 
leadership roles and keep up 
the success we had this sea-
son,” said Meng.

Sam Donchi ’20 will suc-
ceed current Captains Osband 
and Simpson as the team’s 
sole Captain next year. With 
only one Captain, Osband and 
Simpson hope more players 
will take charge and continue 
to foster the team’s positive at-
mosphere. 

Simpson said, “I hope some 
of the new players will real-
ly start to step up to lead the 
team and become to great 
players I know they can be. We 
definitely have got a lot of po-
tential with the young players, 
and hopefully they can make 
a difference in the upcoming 
seasons.”

PAFH Wins Nepsac Championship 
for the Third Time in Four Years

FIELDHOCKEY

ABBY RYAN

Boys Water Polo Earns Third Place in Liquid Four Tournament

BOYSWATERPOLO

NICOLE LEE

C.WAGGONER/THEPHILLIPIAN
Co-Captain Eric Osband ’19 was voted Team MVP for both the 2017 and 2018 seasons by his coaches. During his Senior season, Osband had the most steals 
on the team. 

COURTESY OF LINDA BIBEAU

Andover Field Hockey concluded its regular season with an undefeated record of 17-0.
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After leading Andover Field 
Hockey to a 17-0 regular season 
record and securing the Nepsac 
championship in November, 
Andover Field Hockey Head 
Coach Kate Dolan was awarded 
“Massachusetts Coach of the 
Year” by Max Field Hockey in 
February. 

As a former collegiate field 
hockey and lacrosse player, 
Dolan accredits her coaching 
abilities today to the experienc-
es she had with her own coach-
es in college. While at the Uni-
versity of New Hampshire, her 
field hockey team made it to 
the NCAA playoffs every year, 
and her lacrosse team achieved 
equal success, winning the 
NCAA Division I Women’s 
Championship in 1985. 

In an email to The Phillipi-
an, Dolan wrote, “In college, I 
was fortunate to play both field 
hockey and lacrosse and play 
for two amazingly inspiration-
al coaches—their coaching was 
exceptional in every way, and 
the experiences I had on those 
teams were simply transforma-
tive.”

In Dolan’s 30 years in the 
Andover community, she has 

coached many outstanding 
athletes and worked alongside 
many admirable coaches. 

“I have learned a great deal 
from working with and watch-
ing so many great coaches here 
at Andover. I feel profoundly 
grateful for the opportunities I 
have had to be around both in-
spiring and knowledgeable col-
leagues and deeply committed 
and hardworking student-ath-
letes.” wrote Dolan. 

Dolan’s says favorite part 
about coaching is witness-
ing the progress of the team 
throughout each season.

She wrote, “[My favorite 
part of coaching is] seeing the 
growth, development, and 
progress of a group and how a 
group works to become a team. 
A team, when it works together 
optimally, can accomplish any-
thing it puts its collective heart 
and soul into.” 

According to Assistant 
Coach Martha Fenton ’83, with 
whom Dolan has coached at 
Andover since 1990, and Ath-
letic Director Leon Modeste, 
Dolan coaches consistently 
throughout seasons while also 
being open to change.

“Ms. Dolan has been coach-
ing the same core values every 
year—teamwork, discipline, 
gratitude, accountability, and 
respect for each other and the 
game.  She is passionate about 
what she does and puts great 
emphasis on the team dynamic, 
allowing for each new team to 
discover who they are and what 
they want to leave as their lega-
cy. [Andover Field Hockey] has 
traditions dating back several 
decades and each team adds to 
that history,” wrote Fenton in 
an email to The Phillipian. 

Modeste added, “Kate ad-
justs to each group she has. 
She stresses speed—that’s a big 
deal. She likes kids that get out 
there and get after it and they’re 
athletic and fast, and kids that 
have a lot of confidence. That’s 
what she does. She instills 
confidence in her players so 
that when they’re on the field, 

they’re able to perform at a high 
level and not have self doubt.… 
These kids don’t worry about 
making mistakes. They just go 
out there and work with speed 
and confidence.”

According to Co-Captain 
Meghan Ward ’19, Dolan part-
ners her intensity as a coach 
with her passion for the sport.

Ward wrote in an email to 
The Phillipian, “Coach Dolan 
brings her everlasting love for 
field hockey and each of us ev-
ery single day at practice. She 
is intense and expects a lot 
from us everyday, but only be-
cause she truly believes in each 
of our individual abilities and 
our ability to be successful as a 
team.”

Dolan looks out for the team, 
both on and off the field, and 
makes it her priority to support 
each player, according to Ward.

“If I had to describe Coach 
Dolan in one word, I would de-
scribe her as inspiring. She has 
created a team culture centered 
around hard work, love, and 
togetherness. I believe that a 
huge part of our success in the 
past few years has come from 
the team wanting to play hard 
and win for her. She encourages 
and demands us to be the best 
version of ourselves on the field 
and off as players, teammates, 
and friends. I must admit that 
she isn’t the most outward-
ly energetic coach I have ever 
had, but she is truly the most 
kind, caring, and compassion-
ate person I have ever met. I am 
forever grateful to have had her 
as a coach for four years, but I 
will miss her so much when I 
am gone,” wrote Ward.

According to Fenton, Dolan 
demonstrates equal respect for 
each player on the team, and 
the team’s success derives from 
her emphasis on unity. 

Fenton wrote, “Ms. Dolan de-
serves [the Max Preps “Coach 
of the Year”] honor because 
she always put the team first 
and because she sets an amaz-
ing example of how dedication, 
hard work, and perseverance 

pay off.  Every girl on the team 
knows that Kate values them 
equally and that makes them 
want be their best and do their 
best every day.  The success of 
her teams is a combination of 
the talent and hard work of the 
girls on the team and the cul-
ture of togetherness that she 
teaches every day.” 

Modeste added, “I think it’s 
good that she is recognized 
throughout the region and the 
nation for her great coaching 
and teaching ability. She has 
been a winner, she is loved by 
her athletes, and it’s good to get 
some recognition for her. Our 
field hockey program is one of 
the strongest programs around 
and I think this will just gen-
erate even more kids. Kids will 
read that and they’ll say, ‘hey, 
I want to play for this woman.’ 
So it will generate even more 
championship trophies. That’s 
what happens.”

Dolan has played a vital role 
in each of her players’ lives and 
has served as a mentor and in-
spiration for the team and ev-
ery individual, according to Jo 
Caico ’19 and Ward. 

“I feel like what makes Kate 
such a special individual and 
coach is what role she plays in 
her players’ lives. She has in-

stilled in me the most valuable 
lessons that can be applied to 
both sports and life,” said Cai-
co. 

Ward added, “She has taught 
me how to bounce back from 
failures and be humble about 
my accomplishments. She’s in-
spired me to become a better 
teammate and person. Since 
[Junior] year, she’s encouraged 
me to not settle with my play, 
and always pushed me to im-
prove my game.”

Dolan explained that she be-
lieves this season was so special 
because of the players’ charac-
ter.

“I would say every season, 
every team is different and you 
love what is unique about each. 
What made this team unique 
and special was its balance in 
every category, its depth, and 
its personality… They didn’t try 
to be the team before them or 
any other team—they were just 
themselves, which was an ex-
traordinary balance and blend 
of energy, enthusiasm, leader-
ship, skill, determination, poise 
and fun. Winning was a byprod-
uct of their teamwork, unself-
ishness and love - not the other 
way around,” wrote Dolan.

Andover Field Hockey Head Coach Kate Dolan 
Leads Team to 62-7-2 Record Over Past Four Years

ABBY RYAN & 
PRESTON WHITEHURST

After 32 years coaching An-
dover Football, four New En-
gland Championship titles, 
and 14 total years as Director 
of Athletics, Head Coach Leon 
Modeste, also known as “Coach 
Mo,” retired at the end of the 
2018-2019 academic year.  

Since receiving his first set 
of pads and helmet as a Christ-

mas gift from his parents at the 
age of seven, football has played 
a central role in Modeste’s life, 
according to Modeste. 

Modeste first began playing 
competitively in seventh grade 
at Poly Prep Country Day School 
in Brooklyn, N.Y. He went on to 
captain Poly Prep’s champion-
ship team alongside longtime 
friend and co-worker Louis 
Bernieri, Defensive Coordina-
tor and Instructor in English at 
Andover.  

“[Modeste and I] were Cap-
tains of our championship high 
school football team, Poly Prep, 
in Brooklyn, N.Y. So, when it 
comes to football, we can fin-
ish each other’s sentences,” said 
Bernieri.

Following his high school ca-
reer, Modeste played collegiate-
ly at Springfield College, where 
he served as Captain. Prior to 
working at Andover, Modeste 
coached football at Poly Prep 
and later at Columbia Univer-
sity. 

After learning about Ando-
ver through Bernieri, Modeste 
interviewed for a position as 
Football Coach and Instructor 
in Athletics in the fall of 1985. 
Although initially considering 

his position at Andover a tem-
porary job, Modeste loved the 
coaching experience at Andover 
and decided to stay.

Modeste said, “I didn’t know 
anything about [Andover], re-
ally, but when I got here, I was 
blown away by the fact that the 
kids lived here. The schools I’d 
worked at were all day schools, 
so the component of having 
kids that you get to really know 
and having the kids get to really 
know you, because you’re there 
24/7, was really intriguing to 
me. I said I was going to do it for 
a year or two and then go back 
to Brooklyn, but that didn’t hap-
pen, and I’m glad I stayed. It’s 
been a wonderful career and a 
great place to work.”

According to Modeste, the 
uniquely intimate atmosphere 
of the team and the relation-
ships that he has formed with 
his players remain his favorite 
part of his time coaching at An-
dover.

“My favorite part about 
coaching is the camaraderie — 
the camaraderie of the coaches 
and the kids. I can’t explain it, 
other than to say it feels famil-
ial. It’s like a family when you’re 
out there. Long bus rides home 
after losses and long bus rides 
home after wins– it doesn’t get 
old, and it’s a really special time. 
When we get on a bus to some 
place to play a game, it’s like 
your family is going on an out-
ing. The relationships that you 
develop between the players 
and the coaches– I think that’s 
the most important thing that 
we do,” said Modeste.

Modeste’s extensive expe-
rience both as a player and a 
coach, paired with his enthusi-
asm for the sport, made him a 
powerful motivator in terms of 
both football and life, according 
to Co-Captain Will Litton ’19 
and Magnus Voge PG ’19.

Voge said, “Coach Mo is a 
coach that you can tell has a ton 
of experience with football… 
He is great at knowing what to 
expect and what is necessary to 
succeed, and he is great at voic-
ing that to us players...He’s also 
a coach that tells it to you how 
it is, but he tells it in a way that 
helps to motivate you to become 
a better player and a better per-
son.”

Litton wrote in an email to 
The Phillipian, “Coach Mo’s 
passion is contagious. The team 

sees how much emotion and en-
ergy he puts into every practice 
and game, and it gets us fired up. 
He also notices tendencies of 
our opponents and we try to use 
that to our advantage when we 
design our game plan.”

Modeste aspired to instill the 
values of integrity, gratitude, 
and Andover’s Non Sibi spirit 
among his players.

Modeste said, “I hope that I 
teach players to be good people. 
I would hope that I’m teaching 
my guys to display character, to 
have humility, and to be so grate-
ful that they get a chance to play 
with each other, because foot-
ball doesn’t last long…[I teach 
them] to appreciate the game, to 
appreciate what the person on 
the other team is going through, 
whether we’re winning or los-
ing, and just to be a good person 
and to be selfless.”

Modeste continued, “Football 
is the perfect Non Sibi game, be-
cause you can’t play it by your-
self. No one guy is going to win. 
One of the things I’ve always 
been grateful to Andover is that 
Andover’s motto of Non Sibi is 
the perfect thing for any team, 
because a team is not about ‘me,’ 
it’s about ‘us.’ ”

According to Bernieri and 
Graham Archer ’21, Modeste 
has successfully achieved these 
goals. 

“Leon’s concept of coaching 
is that coaches are educators 
first. Sportsmanship, character, 
selflessness, and friendship are 
more important than winning. 
He cares about his players as 
people and students first, ath-
letes second,” Bernieri wrote in 
an email to The Phillipian.

Archer added, “My favorite 
part about Coach Mo is that he 
is not only a phenomenal coach, 
but he is also a man of character 
and integrity, which he instills 
in us. The players on the team 
not only learn and grow as ath-
letes and teammates but also as 
people.” 

Modeste’s leadership and 
care for his players and stu-
dents will be greatly missed, 
according to colleague Michael 
Kuta, Head Athletic Trainer 
and Instructor in Athletics, and 
Co-Captain Michael Thompson 
’20.

Kuta said, “[Modeste] empha-
sizes that from top to bottom 
every kid matters, and every 
program in the Athletic Depart-

ment matters. The commonali-
ty in all of it is that he wants to 
make athletics at Andover fun. 
He’s the best, and we’re going to 
miss him next year.”

In an email to The Phillipian, 
Thompson wrote, “He’s an awe-
some role model, and he has a 
tried and true plan to make us 
become better as a team, which 
makes us better teammates, 
which makes us better as indi-
vidual players.”

Although he will not be found 
on the Phelps Stadium sidelines 
next year, Modeste is optimistic 
for the future of Andover Foot-
ball.

Modeste said, “This is a 
young team...The kids are get-
ting better. We’re starting a lot 
of Lowers, and moving down the 
road, after I leave, Coach [Trey] 
Brown, [Admission Counsel-
or], will take over. He’s going 
to have some good players. He’s 
got some good kids in the pipe-
line, so I’m confident Andover 
Football is in good hands.”

Athletic Director and Football Head Coach Leon Modeste 
Retires After 32 Years at Andover

LILLIE COOPER

COACH OF THE FALL

A.MACAYA/THEPHILLIPIAN
Head Coach Kate Dolan has coached 
at Andover for three decades. 

D.ZHU/THEPHILLIPIAN
Head Coach Leon Modeste’s favorite 
part about coaching is the camarade-
rie between coaches and students. 

M.CALLAHAN/THE PHILLIPIAN
Coach Dolan (left) has coached along Coach Martha Fenton (right) across 
seasons for nearly thirty years.

S.BAHNASY/THE PHILLIPIAN
Head Modeste works to instill hu-
mility in his players and emphasiz-
es the importance of selflessness, 
both in football and in life. 

A.BHAT/THE PHILLIPIAN
Ricardo Hernandez ’19 spoke about Coach Modeste at the Celebration of 
Teaching All-School Meeting. 
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Boys Basketball Finishes Season with Best Record
in Andover Career of Head Coach Terrell Ivory ’00

In what Head Coach Terrell 
Ivory ’00 described as “by far 
the most successful season we’ve 
had,” Andover Boys Basketball 
finished the season with a 15-9 
record, earning six more wins 
than last year.

According to Marcus Filien 
PG’19 and Co-Captain Dallion 
Johnson ’20, despite the im-
provements, the team was dis-
appointed with how the season 
concluded.

Filien said, “Our season ended 
on an upsetting note, as we lost 
to Exeter during Winter A/E, 
and we missed the playoffs by 
one game.”

“The season didn’t end the 
way we wanted unfortunate-
ly, but we played a lot of good 
games,” Johnson added.

Regardless, Filien and Head 
Coach Terrell Ivory ’00 still 
felt that the team played well 
throughout the season.

Filien said, “Overall, I think 
our season was pretty good. We 
fought through some adversity 
and we grew as a team as the sea-
son progressed. We became very 
connected as a unit and I think 
that enabled us to find success 
on the court.”

Ivory said, “There are differ-
ent ways to measure success, but 
most people measure it by one 
metric: your record. Using that 
metric, in my seven years here, 

this is the most successful season 
we’ve had.”

According to Coach Ivory and 
Filien, a key component in the 
team’s success was playing as a 
united team.

“We didn’t have a point guard, 
so it was up to everybody to share 
the love as far as handling the 
ball. I think we did a really good 
job as playing together offensive-
ly and creating opportunities to 
score,” added Coach Ivory. 

“We all brought a specific val-
ue to the team and it’s our com-
bined talents and efforts that led 
to our success this year. A lot of 
guys on the team are capable of 
doing a lot of the floor, and that’s 
what made this team so danger-
ous,” Filien continued.

Though the team played well 
together, Johnson was a stand-
out player this year, according to 
Ivory and Filien. 

Coach Ivory said, “Dallion was 
great. Again, I’ve said this before, 
but he’s one of the best scorers 
that I’ve ever coached… Dallion 
is really good and obviously there 
are things he needs to work on, 
but his work ethic is out of this 
world. As good as he was, I feel 
great about how much more he 
is going to improve because how 
hard he works and how much he 
cares about the game.”

“Dallion is a really good play-
er, not just offensively, but over-
all. He scored a lot of points 
for us this year, and oftentimes 
guarded the other team’s best 

guard. He competed every day 
and brought intensity for the 
team to feed off of… He’s a very 
valuable teammate and he’s one 
of my very good friends here at 
school now,” Filien added.

Other large contributors to 
the team’s success were Nick 
Thomas ’21, Sam Kumler ’21, and 
Co-Captain Matteo Whelton ’20, 
according to Ivory. 

Ivory added, “You look at 
games like the game against 
Worcester and you see that [the 
playmakers] made big plays… 
[In] moments where it was very 
intense and they were facing a 
lot of pressure, our guys really 
stepped up.”

“Our playmakers… helped us 
play very freely on offense. We 
played with confidence and en-
ergy, and it showed on the floor,” 
Filien said.

Johnson continued, “The 
playmakers helped us win by 
simply just playing hard and 
knocking down shots.”

Another large part of the 
team’s success was Coach Ivo-
ry’s work, according to Filien. At 
the beginning of each year, Ivory 
evaluates both himself and the 
team at the beginning of each 
year to determine what he can 
do to grow individually and bet-
ter the team.

Filien added, “[Coach Ivory] 
helped us win in a lot of differ-
ent ways. He came prepared ev-
ery practice to help us get better, 
and he was tough on us, but we 

knew it was so that we could 
be as successful as possible. He 
cares about all of us individually 
and he was very invested in our 
season.”

During the season, Andover 
improved on rebounding and de-
fence, according to Filien.

“We improved a lot in our re-
bounding this season, as well as 
defensively. We struggled some-
what in the beginning of the year 
with those things. But overtime, 
our team began to mesh more 
and we continued to pay atten-
tion to those things both in prac-
tice and during film study. That 

led to our improvement in those 
two areas,” Filien said.

Although improvements were 
made on defense, according to 
Ivory, the team needs to work on 
it even more next year.

“We need to be better defen-
sively. Also, creating turnovers 
and creating opportunities to 
score easy baskets. Defensively, 
I want to do more press. I want 
to create more turnovers. This 
year, I feel like our team defense 
was good, but we weren’t dictat-
ing the other team’s offense and I 
want to do that next year,” Ivory 
added.

LUKE BOSHAR

BOYSBASKETBALL

S.BAHNASY/THEPHILLIPIAN
Andover faced Hotchkiss at the Barclays Center, home of the NBA’s Brook-
lyn Nets, on December 16, 2018.

Andover Beats Exeter In Overtime Win

Despite earning a postseason 
bid for the Martin/Earl (Large 
School) Tournament, comprised of 
the teams seeded seventh through 
fourteenth in regular season play, 
Andover, seeded fifth in the tour-
nament, ended its season with a 
4-2 loss to Kent in the first round. 
Andover Boys Hockey ended its 
season with a record of 17-10, with 
six of its ten losses acquired in 
overtime.

The team began the season 
strong, with a record of 8-2 before 
Winter break. After the team re-
turned, however, it struggled con-
sistently with injuries, according 
to Thomas Manty ’19 and Head 
Coach Paul Tortorella ’80.

“Those injuries really hurt us. 
We were one of the best teams af-
ter the first ten games. Then, after 
the Christmas break, we came back 
and kind of got hit with playing and 
the injuries, which is unfortunate. 
It was really hard to battle back, 
and one of the games, we had six 
guys out. It wasn’t easy, but we still 
managed to finish with a winning 
record,” said Manty.

“We had to regroup in the mid-

dle as we were dealing with a lot 
of roster changes due to injuries. 
Once we were able to get that 
worked out, we also had a strong 
finish,” said Tortorella. 

As the season progressed, the 
team utilized its depth to combat 
injuries, according to Sean O’Con-
nell PG’19. 

O’Connell said, “I think over the 
season, we gained more chemistry, 
and definitely, we started working 
together more. I think there was 
some ups and downs where we 
kind of got tired. I think overall 
making a Nepsac tournament was 
good for us.”

Additionally, the team contin-
ued to bring energy to each game 
and practice, according to Manty 
and Mark Meinecke ’19.

“Everyone showed up everyday 
and came to work without com-
plaining. It is important that every-
one has that main goal of winning, 
regardless of all the distractions 
and injuries. Nobody really com-
plained. Everyone still came to 
work and fight hard every day,” said 
Manty.

“We had a ton of guys that were 
just really good hockey players, and 
I think we had a lot guys who want-
ed the team to go far this year. I 

think sometimes, maybe we want-
ed it a little bit too much individ-
ually, but a lot of guys were driven 
to play the game this year. It really 
helped in the locker room when ev-
erybody had a say and really spoke 
about what they saw in the games 
or what they saw in terms of the 
team dynamic,” said Meinecke. 

A distinguishable factor of the 
team this year was its camaraderie 
and bond outside of the rink, ac-
cording to Meinecke and Manty.

Meinecke said, “Certainly, [I’ll 
miss] the bond the guys share on 
the team. It is not often you get the 
chance to go to school with and be 
with the guys as your teammates 
every single day and see them every 
day. I’m certainly going to miss the 
friendships we had on the team.”

Manty added, “We really have a 
strong group, as I mentioned. We 
bonded, and I don’t think it’s like 
any other team on campus. We 
really have each other’s backs and 
tend to stick together. I’m definitely 
going to miss playing in front of this 
school.”

According to O’Connell, the 
team leaves this seasons with a 
greater understanding of the value 
of perspective.

“I think maybe just overcom-

ing obstacles and staying together 
is definitely the learning point of 
this season. Also, not to get too high 
or too low because we started the 
season off 9-0, and then we kind 
of had a rough patch. So, staying 
mutual, not too high, not too low, 
is definitely a learning point” said 
O’Connell.

Tortorella said, “We’ll miss the 
great Senior leadership, and we’ll 
miss the the special fun we had. 
However, next year is a new year, 
and I’m looking forward to that.”

Next year, the team will be led 
by Co-Captains Ray Galasso ’20 
and Mike Gallagher ’20, with Char-
lie Archer ’20 as Assistant Captain.

TIFFANY LI

BOYSHOCKEY

A.PHILLIPS/THEPHILLIPIAN

Andover Boys Hockey concluded the season with an 17-10 record, with six of 
the losses having been lost in overtime. 

WINTER SPORTS

GIRLSSQUASH

Girls Squash Triumphs Over Exeter in Two Nail-Biting Wins

Andover Girls Squash finished 
its 2018-2019 season with an 8-6 re-
cord, winning 66 individual match-
es and losing 60. Throughout the 
season, the team earned a total of 
3,859 points and ended the year 
ranked eleventh in New England 
High School squash. 

Andover had only three return-
ers on its 2018-2019 roster. Despite 
the changes in the team, Andover 
quickly developed into a close and 
supportive unit, according to Head 
Coach Jennifer Elliott ’94.

“The makeup of our team shift-
ed significantly from last season; 

whenever you have such marked 
change, you never know exactly 
what to expect. I was delighted 
by how well the team worked to-
gether and how generously they 
supported each other on and off 
the court,” wrote Coach Elliot in an 
email to The Phillipian. 

Chelsea Cho ’21, who played 
third seed in the 2017-2018 season 
but was unable to complete this 
season due to a knee injury, said, 
“There were a lot of new people 
on the team this year, and I think 
we did a really good job getting to 
know each other and bonding over 
the season. At every game, we were 
all supportive of one another and it 
wasn’t really about the score or the 
result, it was more about support-
ing each other and helping each 
other improve over the course of 
the season.”

The team’s new players were 
able to adapt to the rigor and chal-
lenge of playing at the Varsity level, 
according to Captain and second 
seed Skyler Spaulding ’20,

Spaulding said, “I’d say I was 
particularly impressed with all the 
new players, everyone who’s first 
time it was on Varsity, because it is 
a lot of pressure to have to go into 
matches and be by yourself in a 
match, but also have to play for the 
whole team. I think everyone han-
dled it really well.”

Andover’s team-first spirit 
played a large role in the team’s 
development and success through-
out the season, according to eighth 
seed Serena Liu ’19. 

Liu, “The team this year had 

such great camaraderie and 
strength as a group. One of the 
main reasons that we were able 
to improve at such a pace was be-
cause of the enthusiasm and sup-
port of all the girls on the team. 
During workouts, we would work 
and rest as a team, during practice 
we all worked extremely hard be-
cause the girl next to us was work-
ing extremely hard but also found 
lots of opportunities to have fun, 
and during matches each girl’s en-
thusiasm and support for the team 
brought us really well together.”

In addition to improving their 
technical skills throughout the 
course of its season, the team also 
focused on developing each play-
ers’ confidence in themselves and 
in the team as a whole, according 
to fourth seed Saffron Agrawal ’21 
and Liu.

“Many of us improved the depth 
of our game both skill and confi-
dence-wise, which was extreme-
ly evident when we compare the 
beginning with the end of the sea-
son. For example, we improved on 
shot selectivity and our movement 
on the court became more deter-
mined. We all also became more 
confident players by taking shots 
we usually wouldn’t go for and 
pulling out decisive game winners 
in tight matches because of our 
confidence in our playing,” Liu 
said. 

“I think the team improved a 
lot with our confidence through-
out the season, because a lot of the 
team started off a little less experi-
enced. Throughout the season we 

all became much more confident 
especially when it came to coach-
ing our teammates and taking ad-
vice,” said Agrawal.

Andover competed in two ma-
jor tournaments this year: the U.S. 
Head High School Nationals and 
the Interscholastic Individual 
Tournament. Although the team 
came in seventh place in Division 
II at Nationals, Andover did not 
see as much success at Interschols, 
with only Spaulding reaching the 
Quarterfinals of her respective di-
vision. Nonetheless, the team still 
enjoyed the competition and bond-
ing-environment at these events, 
according to Spaulding, Elkeshen, 
and Agrawal.

“My favorite parts of squash 
season are always going to the 
tournaments, like Nationals and 
Interschols, and going out for 
team dinners, seeing everyone play 
during matches, and getting to stay 
in hotels together and really bond-
ing,” Spaulding said.

Elkheshen said, “I think the 
highlight[s] of the season were 
the two trips to Nationals and In-
terschols because we all traveled 
together, had car rides with mu-
sic, played different people and 
cheered for each other, got lunch 
together and did everything to-
gether, so we all bonded.”

Another highlight for the team 
was its two triumphs over Phillips 
Exeter Academy this season, ac-
cording to Coach Elliott.

Coach Elliott said, “Our home 
win against Exeter was definitely 
the highlight of the season. On pa-

per, we were not favored to pull it 
off…and we did—it required guts 
and total commitment. It was awe-
some.”

Andover won both its matches 
against Exeter by a narrow margin 
of 4-3. 

Agrawal said, “Both times we 
came in not expecting for the 
matches to go as well as they did. 
Obviously, beating Exeter is always 
a great feeling no matter what, but 
especially this time since it was so 
close it felt even better to come out 
with the win because it could have 
gone either way and everyone had 
really though matches, but tried 
their best throughout and that was 
really great.”

Liu said, “The score was very 
close and in the end, it came down 
to decisive game winners and point 
scorers that was representative of 
the successful improvement, skill-
wise and confidence-wise that I 
mentioned, [that] the team had 
over the course of the season.”

The team looks to strengthen its 
fitness and skills for next year. 

Coach Elliot wrote, “We are 
looking to build. We are proud of 
our solid foundation, and we are 
optimistic that we are only getting 
better...We are determined to im-
prove the skills, fitness, and athletic 
instincts of every player. We have a 
group of athletes who are commit-
ted to each other and committed to 
their own individual progress, and 
they compete with a deep respect 
for their opponents and the rules of 
the game...It doesn’t get any better 
than that.”

ETHAN WEISSMAN

C.WAGGONER/THEPHILLIPIAN

Andover Girls Squash completed 
the season ranked eleventh in New 
England.
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Andover Remains Resiliant Throughout Difficult Season

Andover Girls Basketball fin-
ished the season with a record 
of 5-16. Despite its losses, Ando-
ver maintained its resiliency and 
earned all of their five wins from 
behind. 

In the beginning of the season, 
Andover defeated Milton 50-34, 
earning its second win of the sea-
son. Andover trailed Milton go-
ing into halftime, but lockdown 
defence in the second half is 
what led them to victory, accord-
ing to Head Coach Liz Monroe.

“We started the off the game 
against Milton very slowly and 
that is the reason we were los-
ing for most of the first half, but 
once we picked up our intensity 
we turned the game around. We 
played very good half-court de-
fence and they could not score 
on us. Overall, I would say that 
the come from behind win was 
my proudest moment from the 
season,” said Monroe. 

Andover was able to improve 
its play defensively on both 
halves of the court as the season 
progressed, according to future 
Co-Captain Hannah McGrath 
’20. Andover’s defense included 
the inclusion of a full court press. 

“Last year we didn’t press at 

all, so it was good to have a more 
energized team. We were able to 
get steals and run the ball more,” 
said McGrath.

McGrath continued, “There 
would be games where we 
weren’t scoring a lot, but we 
were holding very good teams to 
twenty points a half and below 
fifty a game. Also we were very 
good at talking on defense along 
with helping the helper and oth-
er aspects of it.”

Contributing to its success 
defensively, Andover was able to 
control the rebound after missed 
shots, according to Monroe. 

Monroe said, “We were able 
to get the rebound almost every 
time the other team missed a 
shot. This team struggled at re-
bounding in the beginning of the 
season, but they really improved 
and I’d say that by the end of 
the season they were the best 
rebounding team that I’ve ever 
coached here at Andover.” 

However, Andover struggled 
to score baskets from all angles 
of the offensive end throughout 
the season, according to Mc-
Grath.

“There were a lot of games 
where our shots just weren’t fall-
ing. Other teams would beat us 
because they would have a high 
number of three pointers, and 

we weren’t a three point shoot-
ing team. We mainly scored up 
close and off of the boards, and 
overall we definitely struggled 
with shooting this year,” said 
McGrath. 

Andover also struggled with 
its consistency throughout 
games and the season, according 
to Co-Captain Rachna Lewis ’19. 

“I think throughout the sea-
son our biggest problem was 
consistency. We had many games 
where we started off a bit slow 
and built up our momentum as 
the game went on. But, through-
out the season, we zoned in on 
improving our focus and made a 
change to how we played. A big 
part of basketball is being men-
tally tough, and as a team, we 
certainly proved our ability to do 
so. If a game was getting rocky, 
we always returned to our fun-
damentals and tightened up the 
little things, which made a huge 
difference in the long run,” wrote 
Lewis in an email to The Phillip-
ian. 

Although they were stuck in 
losing streaks at various points 
this season, Andover maintained 
a positive outlook, according to 
Lewis. 

“The overall team dynam-
ic this season was definitely 
very goofy and energetic. We all 

shared an incredible love for bas-
ketball which made playing with 
each other a really joyful experi-
ence. We also had a lot of incred-
ibly funny personalities on our 
team which made every practice 
enjoyable, no matter how strenu-
ous they got,” wrote Lewis. 

Andover was determined to 
improve each week, and its team 
dynamic reflected this desire, ac-
cording to McGrath.

 “I think that our team dy-
namic was all about working 
our hardest and going hard until 
we’re tired. Our goal was to fin-
ish each practice exhausted and 
to have given our all to make sure 
that we’re working and getting 
better,” said McGrath.  

Next year, Andover will have 
nine returning players and will 
be led by McGrath and Co-Cap-
tain Claire Brady ’20. The return 
of most of the team is something 
to be excited about next season, 
according to Monroe. 

“I am excited for the return of 
our older players who will do a 
great job leading this team, and 
for the return of a healthy Sum-
mer Seward [’21]. She has been 
playing injured for both of her 
Junior and Lower years and has 
played very well, so I am very ex-
cited to have her at full strength 
next year,” said Monroe.

McGrath said, “I think that we 
will definitely be a force to reck-
on with. We will have many re-
turners who have all played with 
each other before, so we know 
how to play with each other. I 
think we will be a lot better next 
year, and I’m excited to see what 
we can do.”

PRESTON WHITEHURST

GIRLSBASKETBALL

O.TUNG/THEPHILLIPIAN
Co-Captain Cassidy Musco ’19 
played three years of Varsity 
basketball at her previous school 
prior to coming to Andover as a new 
Upper.

Girls Hockey Earns First Playoff Win in Thirteen Years

After ending the season with a 
12-5-4 regular season record, An-
dover Girls Hockey won its first 
playoff game in thirteen years 
against Tabor. 

According to Co-Captain Kelly 
McCarthy ’19, the team went into 
its playoff game the underdog, 
since the team had previously fall-
en to Tabor in the regular season.

McCarthy said, “I am real-
ly proud of how hard everyone 
worked. We played Tabor in the 
quarterfinals, and they previously 
had beaten us in the regular sea-
son, but we were all so hype for 
that game. We rallied so hard and 
we did end up coming away with 

the win, and I just remember that 
feeling. It was one of the best ones 
ever.”

The playoff win marked the 
culmination the team’s hard work 
during many close games towards 
the end of the season, according to 
Co-Captain Emily Batchelor ’19.

“We were unsure if we were 
going to be in the playoffs with the 
few games remaining in our sea-
son, so we knew we had to step up 
and get the wins for those last few 
games. It came down to the Ex-
eter game, which was super fun. It 
made it really intense, so that was 
a really high-energy game,” said 
Batchelor. 

The beginning of the season 
gave the team opportunities to im-
prove leading up to the Taft tourna-

ment, held annually before Winter 
Break. According to McCarthy, the 
team’s tie against Brooks served as 
motivation to better itself early in 
the season.

“We tied Brooks at the begin-
ning of the season, which wasn’t 
necessarily something that we 
wanted to do because we wanted 
to start off with a strong win, but 
I think, having tied that, we knew 
how much harder we were going 
to have to work and continue to 
maintain that work throughout the 
season. I think it was a good push, 
and from there, I think we really 
started to gel as a team, especially 
at the Taft tournament.”

The Taft tournament allowed 
Andover to compete against teams 
outside of its normal league, and 
there were close games against 
challenging teams, according to 
McCarthy. The tournament also 
facilitated a lot of team bonding, 
according to McCarthy and Indi 
Wagner ’22.

“It’s always great because you 
get to play teams from Connecti-
cut or Lawrenceville, who we don’t 
see in the regular season, and it’s 
also great because it’s a really good 
bonding opportunity for everyone 
on the team, especially new people 
and getting to integrate them,” said 
McCarthy. 

“The Taft tournament… was a 
great opportunity to bond with ev-
eryone. Living together for a few 
days, just us, and just hanging out 
all the time and going to games, 
and getting a feel for the team,” said 
Wagner. 

“I was happy with our perfor-
mance. I think we held strong with 
teams like Kent. We did lose 5-3, 

but I feel like we did push ourselves 
and stay in there and show that we 
can compete with anyone,” contin-
ued McCarthy.

After Winter Break, the sched-
ule for the team grew increasingly 
competitive, according to Batch-
elor. However, wins recorded 
against teams like St. Paul’s pro-
pelled it forward to the playoffs.

“The St. Paul’s game was huge. 
We beat them in overtime, and it 
was a great goal, and all of us were 
so excited after that. After that 
game, everyone was screaming and 
it was a great bus ride home,” said 
Wagner.

McCarthy said, “There is a tough 
part of our middle season where 
we play teams like Nobles, Willis-
ton, and Tabor, and I know we did 
drop those games, but I think it just 
helped us...it gave us initiative to 
just keep working harder because 
we have to fight and vie for a play-
offs spot until the end of the season, 
so it was good motivation to keep 
us going.”

Leading up to playoffs, the team 
worked to improve plays, accord-
ing to Wagner. According to McCa-
rthy, Head Coach Martha Fenton 
’83 encouraged the team to forget 
its regular season record leading up 
to its game against Tabor.

“We worked a lot on our pow-
er play before the playoffs…. We 
worked on a lot of two on ones and 
odd-man rushes, and making sure 
that we just got a lot of shots on 
net. [There was a] focus on shoot-
ing far-padding, getting a rebound. 
Those were big focus points for us,” 
said Wagner.

McCarthy said, “We don’t want 
to say that the rest of the season 

didn’t matter because it did lead 
us to this point, but going forward, 
it’s anyone’s game and anyone can 
win it: whoever’s working working 
harder and puts it all out there.” 

The team fell to Nobles in the 
semifinals of the tournament, but 
Andover played its best game of the 
season against Tabor, according to 
McCarthy.

“I am really proud of how hard 
everyone worked. We played Tabor 
in the quarterfinals, and they previ-
ously had beaten us in the regular 
season, but we were all so hype for 
that game. We rallied so hard and 
we did end up coming away with 
the win, and I just remember that 
feeling. It was one of the best ones 
ever,” said McCarthy.

She continued, “We lost to No-
bles in the semifinals, and although 
that was so disappointing, I know 
we held our own, we worked hard, 
and at the end of it all, although we 
didn’t make it to the finals or win 
the championship this year, we 
showed that we can compete with 
anyone and we shouldn’t be under-
estimated by any means.”

According to McCarthy, the 
team chemistry this season was es-
pecially close, and there is a lot of 
potential for future seasons.

“I just feel like the chemistry 
was really good this year. I think ev-
eryone played the part they needed 
to. We had a lot of underclassmen 
also stepping up and doing their 
performance. I’m sad that it’s over, 
but I have a lot of faith in the rising 
Senior class. The future of the pro-
gram looks good,” said McCarthy.

Co-Captains Lilly Feeney ’20 
and Sophia Merageas ’20 will lead 
the team next year. 

ABBY RYAN

GIRLSHOCKEY

E.QIAN/THEPHILLIPIAN
Andover went 2-2 at the annual Taft Tournament, which marks the begin-
ning of each season. 

Boys Squash Finishes Second at High School Nationals

After placing second in the 2019 
Head U.S. High School Squash 
Team Championships, Andover 
Boys Squash completed the season 
with a seventh place team finish at 

the New England Interscholastics 
tournament. The team also boast-
ed a winning 8-4 regular season 
record, having defeated archrival 
Phillips Exeter Academy three 
times during the season.

According to Joe Kacergis ’19 

and Head Coach John Roberts, the 
team’s depth, determination, and 
indefatigable work ethic proved to 
be the defining factors in its success 
this season.

“I think our strengths this year 
were how deep our team went. 
Throughout the entire lineup, we 
had a very strong team for each po-
sition. We consistently always gave 
really good matches, and no one on 
the team gave up. Even if it seemed 
like a match was lost, my team-
mates would always keep playing, 
and sometimes they would manage 
to pull a win out of a situation that 
seemed like it was hopeless,” said 
Kacergis.

Coach Roberts added, “The boys 
worked tirelessly in practice and 
pre-season to improve physically in 
order to play higher tempo match-
es against tough opposition. They 
also carried themselves very well 
on court, always being respectful, 
which is something we place a lot 
of emphasis on in the program.

According to Kacergis, the team 
worked on its consistency in prac-
tice, which led to visible improve-
ment in individual matches over 
the course of the season.

“Instead of rushing shots and 
going for kills, we practiced a much 
more relaxed and controlled play 
style, keeping points long and try-
ing to pull as many mistakes out of 
our game. I think from working on 
that it definitely showed. Looking 
back, for the first matches, a lot of 
us would hit it and be sort of sloppy, 
we would rush points and games, 
but by the end of the season we 

were all playing more controlled 
and relaxed,” said Kacergis.

This year, the team will grad-
uate three Seniors: Captain Alex 
Bernhard ’19, Xander Schwartz ’19, 
and Kacergis. Coach Roberts and 
Erik Wang ’21 commended them 
for leading the team and setting a 
strong example on the court.

Roberts said, “Our three Se-
niors were incredible leaders for 
our younger players, both on and 
off the court. They were great role 
models, which I hope will have a 
lasting impact on our current play-
ers in the years after they’ve grad-
uated.”

Wang added, “Alex was our Cap-
tain and watching him play as [first 
seed] was a really great experience 
of watching higher level squash for 
the rest of the kids on the team. And 
also, for Xander and Joe, watching 
them have such a strong mental 
game and not losing their head on 
court was something that was real-
ly admirable and something to ad-
mire I think for the younger players 
and the rest of us as well.”

In February, the team travelled 
to the Westminster School in Sims-
bury, Conn., to compete at High 
School Nationals in Division II 
against 16 other teams. According 
to Siddhant Sinha ’21 and Kacergis, 
the team’s close 4-3 victory over 
Hopkins in its semi-final match 
was a highlight of the season.

“We had quite a hard semi-fi-
nals match that went down to the 
wire and our Captain, and number 
one seed, won the decider in a very 
hard-fought game. That got us into 

the finals and though we lost in a 
close 4-3 against Pingry, it was nice 
to win some silverware at Nation-
als,” said Sinha.

Kacergis said, “It was a very 
close match and it could have gone 
either way, so the fact that we were 
able to push through to the finals 
in a hard semi-final match again 
Hopkins was a really good win for 
us. We had a bit of an upset in the 
finals but again very close match 
and very fun to watch and fun to be 
there.”

In its final match, Andover de-
feated Exeter for the the third time 
on the season. Though in the prior 
two matchups the team won 7-0, 
the team dropped one match, in 
five games, and won 6-1. The team 
won each of its other matches in 
three games. This result was a 
demonstration of the team’s prog-
ress, according to Wang.

Wang said, “As a result of the 
season and all the things we went 
through in terms of pressure, hard 
training sessions, and hard match-
es at High School Nationals and in 
the rest of our season with the high 
school league, I think our match 
with Exeter gave us a good sense 
of reassurance that our season was 
really a big improvement. We won 
all but one of our matches 3-0. Hav-
ing that last match at the end of our 
season as a win was a good result 
and it left all of us satisfied with 
how the season went.”

Looking ahead, Jack Lee ’20 will 
lead the team as Captain during the 
2019-2020 season.

LILLIE COOPER

BOYSSQUASH

O.TUNG/THEPHILLIPIAN
Xander Schwartz ’19 was one of three seniors that helped lead the team to 
an 8-4 regular season record.
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Girls Indoor Track Sets Ten School Records

At Andover-Exeter, Andover 
Girls Indoor Track & Field’s re-
lay team of Sadie Cheston-Har-
ris ’20, Rachel Chang ’20, Myra 
Bhathena ’22, and Abbey Ot-
terbein PG’19 finished the 
4x400-Meter Relay with a time 
of 4:17.35 minutes. This time 
beat the school record previ-
ously set in a December 2018 
meet by a team of Cheston-Har-
ris, Bhathena, Otterbein, and 
Athalia Esty ’22.

The team broke ten total class 
records over the during the sea-
son. In the hurdles, Bhathena 
broke the Junior class records 
in the 55-Meter Hurdles and the 
300-Meters race with times of 
9.00 seconds and 43.95 seconds, 
respectively. Catherine Nguyen 
’21 also broke the Lower 55-Me-
ter Hurdles record with a time 
of 10.78 seconds.

Additionally, Rachel Chang 
’20 broke the Upper class record 
in the 55-Meter Dash with a time 
of 7.82 seconds; Tessah Almo-
nacy ’21 broke the Lower class 
record in the 300-Meter Sprint 
with 46.38; Cheston-Harris 
broke the Upper class records in 
the 300-, 600-, and 1000-Meters 
with times of 47.05. 1:44.06, and 
3:23.34, respectively; Charlotte 
Whitehurst broke the Junior 
class record in the 1000-Meter 
Race in 3:31.08; Adesula Osula 
’22 broke the Lower class re-
cord in the 1000-Meter Race in 
3:30.12.

According to Captain Georgia 
Ezell ’19, the team’s large num-
ber of lowerclassmen largely 
contributed to the team’s suc-
cess.

In an email to The Phillipian, 
Ezell wrote, “The team this year 
was composed mostly of under-
classmen, many of whom were 
running track for the first time. 
This was so special because I 
got the chance to see so many of 
my teammates develop as ath-
letes, and improve dramatically 
over the course of the season as 
they got more comfortable with 
their events.”

Kennedy Smith ’22 added, 
“Everyone was really welcom-
ing. I had never done track be-
fore seriously, so, the coaches 
and the upperclassmen were re-
ally helpful in teaching me how 
to do things. I did long jump, 
and I never done it before, so 
[the upperclassmen] teaching 
me the steps and how to get out 
the blocks and stuff was really 
fun.”

The size of the team this 
year was much smaller than in 
years past, according to Ezell, 
which posed a challenge when 
the team raced against larger 
schools. 

“Sometimes it was difficult to 
find enough athletes to compete 
in every event, but this really 
pushed our athletes to go above 
and beyond, and compete in 
events they might not normally 
try,” wrote Ezell. “The size of 
our team also made it easier to 
get to know everyone individu-

ally, and I feel so grateful to have 
formed connections with such 
an amazing group of kids, and 
see each of them  grow over the 
course of the season.”

According to Ezell and Head 
Coach Rebecca Hession, Exeter 
was a venue for strong compe-
tition in the final meet of the 
season.

“A/E was a great way to fin-
ish the season. Even though we 
didn’t win, it was really reward-
ing to see such strong perfor-
mances. Even though we lost to 
Exeter during our final meet of 
the season, our performances 
were incredibly strong, espe-
cially in the relays,” wrote Ezell.

Hession added, “Exeter is im-
portant. It’s important because 
it’s a culminating experience 
for the team. It’s always com-
petitive. Exeter’s the team that 
we know we see in the outdoor 
season, whereas most of the 
other teams we compete against 
the indoor season aren’t in our 
league, so it’s a really good mea-
surement for where we are at 
the at the end of the indoor sea-
son, moving to the outdoor sea-
son.”

In addition, there was a great 
deal of new members to the in-
door program, which served as 
preparation for the outdoor sea-
son, according to Rebecca Hes-
sion.

Hession said, “Every year we 
start fresh. So there’s always 
people coming back to the team, 
but also a huge number of stu-
dents who are new to the sport, 

new to the team, even if they 
have track experience. So I re-
ally see the winter season as al-
most like a long preseason to be-
gin to set the tone for what our 
season will look like.”

“There is so much—not to-
tal—but so much carried over 
to the outdoor season, and so I 
think the momentum that we 
had with some of our younger 
students and new students to 
the team, as well as the experi-
ence from our veterans, really 
begins to snowball and then we 
just saw that in the outdoor sea-
son at our championship meet 
last weekend...that chemistry, 
that teamwork,” continued Hes-

sion.
According to Hession, though 

the indoor season is shorter, the 
team utilized its time together 
strategically.

“[They] took full advantage 
of the time that we did have to-
gether, even though that meant 
there’s a winter break in be-
tween with long weekends here 
and there, so that we could again 
begin to build that momentum 
for the outdoor season,” said 
Hession.

Editor’s Note: Rachel Chang is 
a News Editor for The Phillipian. 

ABBY RYAN

GIRLSINDOORTRACK&FIELD

Boys Swimming and Diving Breaks 74 Records,
Wins Both Eastern and New England Championships

In addition to winning both 
Easterns and New Englands, the 
Andover Boys Swimming & Diving 
team broke 74 National, Eastern, 
New England, pool, class, meet, 
and school records throughout the 
season. 

During its the first meet of the 
season, Andover Boys Swimming 
earned its first national record 
since 1971. The 200-Meter Med-
ley Relay team, comprised of Jack 
Warden ’19, Captain Neil Simpson 
’19, Lance Freiman ’19, and Arnold 
Su ’20, claimed the National Prep 
Short Course Meters record with a 
time of 1:41.15. 

According to Simpson, this race 
launched the team into a season of 
success. The early broken record 
maybe have shocked some of the 
newer teammates into action at the 
beginning of the season, according 
to Simpson. 

Simpson said, “Especially for 
the new guys, [the 200-Meter 
Medley Relay at Choate that broke 
the national record] may have 
shocked them into action. That 
race got everyone engaged early. 
There was no slowly coasting into 
the season.’”

Head Coach David Fox had 
made it a goal to break the record 
before the season began. 

“I set the national relay record as 
a goal in a text to Jack, Neil, Lance, 
and Arnold in early October... I am 
convinced that they would not have 
swum so fast if the 200-[Meter] 
Medley Relay had not been the first 
event of the first meet. They were 
all rested, physically and mentally, 
and really explosive. And that swim 
set the tone for the whole season,” 
wrote Fox in an email to The Phil-
lipian.

Over the course of its regular 
season, the team went undefeat-
ed for the fourth consecutive year. 
The team won each dual meet by 
at least 54 points across the entire 
season, and the All-American stan-
dard was surpassed by Andover 
swimmers 42 times over the course 
of the season. The team met its goal 
of having at least one swimmer 

achieve the All-American standard 
in each of the 11 swimming events.

According to Fox, both their 
goals for the season and a few inju-
ries put pressure on the swimmers 
to perform well. 

Fox wrote, “No one on the team 
has ever lost to another New En-
gland team in a dual or champi-
onship meet. That placed some 
pressure on the student-athletes 
as did our lofty goals. We also have 
two season-ending injuries that 
were hard for those injured and de-
manded that everyone else step-up 
even more.”

For diving, season highlights in-
clude the team coming in third at 
Easterns and breaking two school 
records in one meet, according to 
Zack Peng ’21.

Peng said, “It was much better 
than I would have ever expected, 
coming in third at Easterns and 
breaking two school records in one 
meet greatly satisfied my own ex-
pectations for the season.… All of 
this could not have been achieved 
without the guidance of Coach 
Belinda [Wolf ], [Coach] Fox, or 
[Coach David] Gardener. All in all 
the Boys Swimming & Diving had 
a great season, setting us up for an 
even better one next year.”

Back-to-back meets in one 
weekend and long distance travel 
prepared the swim team for its two 
championship meets, Easterns and 
New Englands, according to Fox. 

“For the team, I think traveling 
round-trip to Peddie on a single 
Saturday as well as having a Friday 
night meet against St. John’s and 
then a Saturday meet against Deer-
field were great preparation for our 
two championship meets,” wrote 
Fox.

According to Simpson and Mar-
cus Lee ’21, the team’s performance 
Eastern Championships was a 
turning point in the season. 

Lee said, “I think it turned 
during the week before Easterns 
when we started to taper-off be-
cause everyone’s training hard, and 
when we start to [practice less], 
everything feels a lot easier. You 
just feel faster because you’re more 
well-rested. That was the turning 
point. After that, we went to East-

erns and New Englands and every-
thing felt a lot better.”

Simpson said, “After the Peddie 
meet, it kind of felt like the season 
had kind of clicked into action. I 
felt that was when everyone was 
just on the ball from that point for-
ward to Easterns.”

According to Fox, more national 
records have been set at Easterns 
than any other meet, making it a 
prestigious display of competition 
from across the East coast. Ando-
ver came in first place at Easterns, 
outscoring second-place Episcopal 
Academy by 123.5 points.

In addition, the team set 35 re-
cords, surpassed 22 All-American 
standard times, and achieved 85 
percent personal best times at the 
meet.

Freiman, who broke the lon-
gest-standing meet record in the 
100-Meter Butterfly at the meet, 
said, “That was definitely the most 
special part of the whole season be-
cause we got second place for two 
years in a row. To win that my se-
nior year was really special for me, 
especially with this team.”

Simpson said, “Winning East-
erns is huge for the program, for 
the future of the program. It’s been 
a goal for a while, and to finally pull 
it off was really making a full circle 
of what began a couple of years ago. 
It’s really exciting to see and it’s just 
the beginning of the direction this 
program this heading right now. I 
don’t think this is the peak or the 
top. I think there are further and 
better and faster things to come for 
the program.”

Following the team’s Easterns 
win, the team defeated Exeter 130-
56 in the 100th anniversary of the 
meet. According to Lee and Hank 
Yang ’22, Simpson’s final 100-Me-
ter Breaststroke event during his 
Andover career will remain with 
the team for a long time. 

“It was in the home pool against 
Exeter at A/E and he broke the 
[New England, school, pool, and 
meet] record[s in his final 100-Me-
ter Breaststroke race]. That’s a big 
thing. Everyone was supporting 
him. Everyone was cheering him 
on and we really wanted him to 
break the record because he got 

disqualified at Easterns. That was a 
highlight for the season,” said Lee. 

Yang said, “All of us cheering for 
Neil [when he swam the 100-Meter 
Breastroke] was really exciting for 
me, because it was one of the mo-
ments that I’ll remember. I look up 
to Neil, [and] even though he’s leav-
ing next year, it’ll probably stick 
with us for a really long time.”

To conclude its record-break-
ing season, the team won its fourth 
consecutive New England title  and 
its ninth title since 2007 by a mar-
gin of 94 points. In almost half of 
the events, all four Andover swim-
mers qualified to compete in the 
finals, but only three were allowed 
to swim again, per league rules. All 
three scorers from the team placed 
in the top eight in the 200-Meter 
Freestyle, the 100-Meter Butter-
fly, and the 500-Meter Freestyle. 
The team’s scorers secured first 
and second place in the 200-Me-
ter Freestyle, the 200-Meter Indi-
vidual Medley, and the 500-Meter 
Freestyle. 

According to Simpson and Max 

Hunger ’20, this year’s team was 
noticeably welcoming and sup-
portive. 

“This year’s team was probably 
the most welcoming group I have 
been a part of from my time at An-
dover. That says a lot because the 
teams in the past have also been 
very welcoming, but the way the 
new people were able to just jump 
right in was really impressive. I felt 
like the [Junior to] Senior divide 
was really small and everyone was 
really involved. That was special 
about this team.”

Hunger said, “You all want the 
best for each other. When you get 
to the pool, it’s not like a grind to 
train. Everyone’s there to have fun, 
enjoy, and better themselves. I’d say 
that this team is just so much closer 
together and everyone’s so much 
happier with what they’re doing. 
Because of that, that’s where we 
get success. Everyone’s just happy 
doing the sport.”

For the 2019-2020 season, Sam 
Donchi ’20 and Su will lead as 
Co-Captains.

ABBY RYAN

BOYSSWIMMING&DIVING

Nordic Girls Place Fourth, Boys Take Sixth Overall 
in Nepsac Championships

Under the leadership of 
Co-Captains Neil Thorley ’19 and 
Eli Newell ’20, Andover secured a 
fourth place finish in the girls’ di-
vision and sixth place finish in the 
boys’ division of the Nordic Nepsac 
Championships. 

The championship relay offered 
both a sentimental and satisfying 
end to the season, according to Aki 
Charland ’19. 

“My season highlight was defi-
nitely my last race which was a four 
person relay…Our group did rea-
sonably well and it was an unfor-
gettable feeling to race my hardest 
finish my last race with my team. 
Watching my teammate speed off 

after I tagged him was quite the 
sight,” wrote Charland in an email 
to The Phillipian. 

The team focused heavily on 
bonding and the development of its 
newer skier, according to Newell 
and Charland.

“The skiers who were new to 
the sport became significantly bet-
ter by the end of the season, thanks 
to their persistence and patience 
learning to ski…Seeing people pick 
up the sport quickly is always one 
of the best things about nordic. 
Generally speaking, the team’s 
athleticism ramped up quickly so 
we could do our best at races,” said 
Charland.

Newell said, “In terms of per-
formance, we wanted to ski well 
and ski fast. But a lot of our goals 
had more to do with team building 

and making sure that we were the 
kind of team we wanted to be, that 
we all could become really close to 
each other, not just as teammates, 
but [as] friends and even very much 
like family.”

According to Nikita Muromcew 
’21 and Newell, Andover will lose 
six Seniors from the 2018-19 roster, 
and it will be tough to replace their 
leadership and overall presence. 

“We have created a solid foun-
dation for next year, but it will be 
sad to see our Seniors graduate…
They have really set the mood for 
the team and are super fun to be 
around. The team and coaches will 
miss them all dearly,” said Mur-
omcew.

“Aside from their scores, I’ll 
definitely miss Neil Thorley, who is 
my Co-Captain this year and one of 

my closest friends. I’ve been skiing 
with him a long time and I knew 
him before Andover. Aki Charland 
and Will Zinterhofer [’19], I’ll miss 
their humor and leadership on 
the team. Senior or not, everybody 
brings something to the team and 
it’s always sad to lose them when 
they graduate,” added Newell.

For Charland, who has done 
Nordic since his Junior year, his 
teammates and coaches have been 
the ones who have pushed and en-
couraged him to keep skiing.

“The team dynamic and friendly 
coaching are really what kept me 
doing nordic all four of my years 
at Andover…[Head] Coach [Keith] 
Robinson [’94] is really the heart of 
the team and his love of the sport 
motivates me and my teammates to 
work our hardest,” Charland wrote. 

Despite the loss of the Seniors, 
Andover will look to improve next 
season with a solid core of young 
skiers, according to Newell.

“I’m really excited to Co-Cap-
tain the team again with Posie Mil-
lett [’20]. I think she and I will be 
able to lead the team well…We’re a 
little unsure as to what the team is 
going to look like next year with so 
much of our team graduating this 
year, but the people who will still 
be skiing with us next year are a re-
ally stellar bunch.”

Newell added, “I hope that we 
can have the same sort of team 
bond and a strong sense of team 
with shared values, shared goals, 
and shared commitment to the 
sport and to each other.”

LUCAS KIM

NORDIC

M.ZHANG/THEPHILLIPIAN
Over the course of the season, members of the team surpassed 22 
All-American standard times. 

C.WAGGONER/THEPHILLIPIAN
This year the Girls Indoor Track was much smaller in comparison to the 
rosters of pervious years, posing a challenge when racing against larger 
schools.
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Boys Indoor Track & Field Relay Teams Break Two School Records

Breaking school records in the 
4x200-Meter and 4x400-Me-
ter Relays, Andover Boys Indoor 
Track & Field concluded its season 

with an undefeated tri-meet, and 
overall 6-2 record. The team also 
displayed a strong performance in 
the USATF New England Champi-
onships, with a first place finish in 
the 60-Meter Dash, second place 

finish in the 200-Meter Dash, and 
third place finish in the One-Mile.

This season, the team focused 
on improving its mental strategy, 
as well as its endurance and skill, 
according to Head Coach Rebecca 
Hession and Zach Moynihan ’21.

“The program’s goals include 
building community, improving 
general strength, speed, power and 
mobility, and providing opportuni-
ties to compete and improve over 
the season and facilitate the long-
term goal setting for our two sea-
son team members,” wrote Hession 
in an email to The Phillipian.

Moynihan added, “Something 
that I noticed this year was a new 
emphasis on things beyond tech-
nical skills. Every Thursday before 
practice we would all meet as a 
team and go over something like 
visualization techniques or what to 
do before a race, what to do during 
a race, different team bonding ac-
tivities. I saw a lot of that this year 
as opposed to last year and I was 
really excited for that.”

After graduating a large num-
ber of Seniors after last season, the 
team this year comprised of mostly 
young and newer members. How-
ever, the team’s youthfulness en-
abled it to build a strong communi-
ty that translated heavily to success 
on the track, according to Jake Jor-
dan ’20.

“With not too many Seniors, a 

lot of eyes were on the underclass-
men to step up, and there were 
plenty of younger athletes who 
performed well and scored for 
the team. I found a ton of support 
from the guys on this team and the 
people and mindset of our group 
allowed everyone to perform to the 
best of their ability,” said Jordan.

According to Ayana Alemayehu 
’21 and Jordan, there were many 
standout runners, including Ka-
reem Hill ’19 and Alex Schimmel 
’22 in short-distance events, and 
Alex Fleury ’20 in long-distance 
races including the 600-Meter, 
One-Mile, and Two-Mile.

Jordan said, “Kareem Hill was 
outstanding in really any short dis-
tance race; he was the best sprinter 
and really helped the team. Alex Fl-
eury was the team’s long-distance 
stud, defeating strong opponents 
from any school. Schimmel was a 
late season asset coming off an in-
jury, and he was quite clutch in the 
[300-Meter] and the relays.”

Alemayehu added, “I can only 
confidently speak in the per-
spective of a sprinter, and in that 
view, I’d say Kareem really stood 
out from the [55-Meter Dash], 
[200-Meter] and multiple relays 
which he helped anchor to victory. 
From what I could see on the dis-
tance team, Alex Fleury time and 
time again showed his great athlet-
ic ability in the events he ran.”

Despite falling 32-77 to Phillips 
Exeter Academy in its last meet of 
the season, Andover was able to 
edge out its rival in the 4x400-Me-
ter Relay with a team composed of 
Schimmel, Alex Meyer ’20, Captain 
Owen Glover ’19, and Fleury, break-
ing the school’s record with a time 
of 3:35.13 minutes. This relay stood 
out as a highlight of the season, ac-
cording to Alemayehu.

“A part of the indoor season that 
really stood out to me was during 
A/E when we all cheered for the 
[4x400-Meter Relay] team nearing 
the end of the meet. Exeter was a 
hard team to play against, and we 
were all pretty winded. Despite our 
fatigue though, we all came togeth-
er in support which really showed 
our teamwork and unity,” said Ale-
mayehu.

Overall, Moynihan is proud of 
its performance and consistent en-
ergy throughout the season.

Moynihan said, “I think the sea-
son went great overall. Something 
that I loved to see was how the en-
ergy never declined over the course 
of the season. Even up to the very 
last meet against Exeter everybody 
had great energy, great enthusiasm 
for the team, and that was some-
thing that was really great through-
out the season and something I 
hope will continue next season.” 

Fleury will serve as Captain for 
the 2019-2020 season.

LILLIE COOPER

BOYSINDOORTRACK&FIELD

S.BAHNASY/THEPHILLIPIAN
The team concluded its season with an undefeated tri-meet record.

Andover Comes in Second Place at New England Championships 
For Second Year in a Row

For the second year in a row, 
Andover Girls Swimming & Diving 
finished its season as runner up at 
the New England Championships. 
The team also concluded the sea-
son with an eighth place title at 
Easterns. 

At New Englands, Andover’s 
depth of talent helped it place at 

least three swimmers in almost 
every event of the competition, ac-
cording to Abby Ryan ’21.

“I think we had a lot of depth 
this season which is why we per-
formed so well at New Englands. 
At New Englands we had four peo-
ple in the top 16 in almost every 
event, so only three can swim [per 
event], but we still had people get-
ting knocked out because we had 
such good depth on the team,” said 

Ryan.
Despite graduating a large num-

ber of Seniors in 2018, Andover 
maintained its strong record in 
the new year, continuing to devel-
op and improve throughout the 
2018-19 season, according to Head 
Coach Paul Murphy ’84.

“I would say we peaked at 
the end, which was kind of fun. 
I didn’t expect us to be second at 
New Englands, not that I was ex-
pecting last, but it was just hard to 
do it, and we had done it last year 
and had lost some really good kids, 
some fast kids, so it was great that 
we could finish on a high end,” said 
Coach Murphy. 

According to Hailey Wadell ’21, 
the team reached its fullest poten-
tial at New Englands and delivered 
its top performance of the season.

Wadell said, “In terms of swim-
ming, I think we all just got to the 
point where we were able to push 
ourselves by New Englands, and I 
think it showed in New Englands. 
Our times were definitely faster 
than they would be for a regular 
dual meet which helped us get sec-
ond.”

In particular, the team excelled 
in relays– an area the team strug-
gled with in previous meets– at 
New England’s, according to Ryan.

“The relays improved a lot, in 
the beginning of the season I don’t 
think we had the right pairings or 
groupings, but towards the end of 
the season, it was evident at New 

Englands that the relays were real-
ly strong for us. So I think we found 
those matches.” said Ryan.

At Andover-Exeter weekend, 
Andover brought home another 
victory against archrival Exeter, 
marking the team’s eighth win out 
of the last nine A/E competitions. 

Coach Murphy said, “I was real-
ly nervous about that, and then we 
won that and then we’ve won eight 
out of nine the last eight out of nine 
years which is huge; it helped with 
recruiting; it helped with a bunch 
of things, so that was really good.”

According to Wadell, Coach 
Murphy never fails to balance hard 
work with fun in practice, creating 
a positive atmosphere which en-
ables Andover’s swimmers to per-
form to their full potential. 

“He is always there, pushing us 
to do our best and putting his best 
foot forward, which I think helps 
us be more optimistic. I mean it’s 
just little things, the swim season 
is over and we are going to get ice 
cream next week,” said Wadell. 

Andover also carries out a se-
ries of team-traditions each season, 
which are considered by many as 
some of the highlights of the sea-
son, according Angelreana Choi ’19 
and Wadell.

Wadell said, “I definitely want 
to carry on Secret Psyche; the lock-
er room gets crazy. We just do one 
small thing every day and it leads 
up to the big things on Friday, so 
there’s balloons. That’s just a tradi-

tion that we love. It’s awesome–it 
makes us closer and it just leads up 
to New Englands, and I hope we 
will continue to do it.” 

As a coach, Coach Murphy ap-
proaches the season and its major 
competitions by focusing on keep-
ing a positive and happy atmo-
sphere for the team. 

“I put less emphasis on techni-
cal and much more emphasis on 
enjoyment and having fun, and I 
know that sounds super simple, 
but in my experience in teaching 
this team for a lot of years that hap-
py athletes tend to perform well 
and you have to work at happiness. 
Sometimes it happens on its own, 
but sometimes it doesn’t,” said 
Coach Murphy. 

Looking ahead to next season, 
Andover will welcome only two 
returning Seniors. However, the 
team is filled with lots of young 
talent and looks forward to anoth-
er impressive season, according to 
Coach Murphy.

“So we have two Seniors that are 
going to be on the team, so it will be 
a young team which is kind of fun. 
Last year’s ninth graders and this 
year’s ninth graders have been ex-
cellent, so that will just continue, so 
I am excited about next year,” said 
Murphy. 

Next year’s team will be led by 
Co-Captains Grace Hitchcock ’20 
and Jackie Rossi ’20.

SARAH KARLEN

GIRLSSWIMMING&DIVING

Wrestling Wins Team Championship 
at Northern New England Invitational

Andover Wrestling exited the 
2018-19 season with a team cham-
pionship at the Northern New En-
gland Invitational. It finished the 
season with a 5-8 record in dual 
meets, and had two wrestlers com-
pete at the National Tournament. 

Additionally, Andover placed 
third out of 14 teams at the Nepsac 
Class A tournament and eleventh 
out of 44 schools at New Englands. 

Assistant Coach Kassie Archam-
bault ’06 said, “Our dual meet re-
cord was 5-8. The trend that we’ve 
seen over the past couple of years—
and what is the most important to 
us—is how we do at the tourna-
ment which is after the dual meet 
season. What’s really gratifying for 
us is that we see that we place high-
er at tournaments than teams that 
beat us in the dual meets. 

At New England’s, the team had 
one wrestler, Co-Captain Pablo 
Sanchez ’19, become a first alter-
nate for Nationals, and two wres-
tlers, Vinny Marino PG’19 and 
Co-Captain Eamon Garrity-Rok-
ous ’20, qualify. The tournament 
was also notable for new wrestlers’ 
successes.

Garrity-Rokous added, “Both 
Vinny Marino and I placed third 
and fourth respectively, and then 
qualified for Nationals, and went 
2-2 at Nationals. I think we both 
had good performances at Nation-
als; in the end, I still think we both 
could have become All-Americans, 
but I think we definitely performed 
well there.”

Archambault added, “We won 
the team championship for the 

Northern New England Invitation-
al tournament. We had six individ-
ual champions at that tournament 
that contributed to our win and the 
team title. It was just awesome to 
see new wrestlers winning a tour-
nament. One of our freshman, Ar-
nav Bhakta [’22], won his weight 
class and… Ellerman Mateo [’21] 
also won his weight class even 
though it was his first year of wres-
tling.”

Both Sanchez and Garrity-Rok-
ous stood out this season and 
proved to be successful Captains 
with strong placements at tourna-
ments and effective leadership, ac-
cording to Archambault.

Archambault said, “Our Cap-
tains, of course, were great this 
season. Pablo Sanchez has been a 
four year wrestler and has worked 
really hard, has been a great leader 
for the team, and is always rallying 
the team to work hard. Our other 
captain, Eamon Garrity-Rokous, is 
an Upper, and he placed second at 
our league tournament and third 
at New Englands. But again, he’s 
always working hard on and off 
the mat, to improve his fitness to 
improve his footwork, to improve 
his technique and his skills. Vinny 
Marino is a PG and he did really 
well at our league tournament and 
New Englands and he qualified for 
nationals as well.”

Mateo also was a key wrestler 
for the team due to his consistency 
at tournaments and tenacity in his 
first season, according to teammate 
Amour Ellis ’22. 

Ellis said, “Ellerman really stood 
out the season. It was his first year 
wrestling and he did really well, he 
got really far in the competition as 

well as Arnav.”
Garrity-Rokous added, “I would 

say Ellerman consistently stood out 
in his work ethic and how much ef-
fort, time and energy he put into his 
wrestling, same thing with Arnav. I 
think Pablo Sanchez also improved 
a lot over the season, and I think his 
confidence also grew.”

Andover faced Phillips Exeter 
Academy once in a dual meet at 
Deerfield in the beginning of the 
season. Although the team fell 
short, it faced Exeter in subsequent 
tournaments. 

Ellis said, “Against Exeter we 

didn’t win, but I remember the 
practice after we were at Deerfield, 
our coaches said that Exeter had 
certain moves that we were not 
familiar with—we were staying on 
our knees, instead of being on our 
toes. When you are on your knees, 
your body weight is all on the floor 
instead of the other person, and 
that really hurt us while we were 
wrestling Exeter.”

Archambault added, “Exeter is 
always a challenge for us. We saw 
them at a dual meet when we were 
at Deerfield, and we saw some of 
their squad up at the Northern New 

England tournament and again at 
the Class A tournament and at the 
New England tournament as well.”

The impressive development of 
the team and steady improvement 
throughout the season provides 
great promise for next year, accord-
ing to Garrity-Rokous. 

Garrity-Rokous said, “I would 
say we started out as a very young 
team, and then developed into a 
very strong team for the wrestlers 
that we had. I think that means that 
we will have a very deep team next 
year, and I think that we will make 
some serious damage next year.”

PHOEBE BICKS

WRESTLING

O.TUNG/THEPHILLIPIAN
The team finished  with a 5-8 record, and placed third out of fourteen teams at Nepsac Class A tournament.

M.ZHANG/THEPHILLIPIAN
Andover Girls Swimming & Diving defeated Exeter in its eighth A/E win in 
the past nine years. 
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With nine New England Cham-
pionship titles over the past twelve 
years, Head Coach David Fox has 
continuously led Andover Boys 
Swimming to success by instilling 
confidence in his swimmers and 
challenging them to perform at the 

next level, according to Hank Yang 
’22, Lance Freiman ’19, and Yubo 
Jin ’21. 

Yang said, “He’s always really 
calm and that calms the team down 
as well. We look at him as an ex-
ample of how we should treat our 
races: we should always be focused. 
He looks focused all the time. He’s 
not like my coaches back at home 
who are really loud usually, but I 
like it when he’s really calm and 
tries to motivate us.”

“I would say he has a pretty 
calm demeanor, but he always has 
confidence in us, and that’s one of 
the most important things in any 
coach, having confidence in your 
athletes,” said Freiman.

Jin said, “Coach Fox is sin-
gle-handedly the best coach I’ve 
ever had. Down to the core, he gets 
stuff done. Our practices are hard, 
but he’s caring. The workouts are 
all designed to get us faster and be-
fore the big meets he gets a super 
ready with tapering [a means of 
strengthening swimmers’ endur-
ance by reducing the level of exer-
cise before crucial meets.]” 

This past season, Coach Fox 
led the Andover Boys Swimming 

& Diving program to an Eastern 
championship title and its third 
consecutive New England Cham-
pionship win. Because of the team’s 
success this season, Andover was 
selected to represent Team USA in 
Rio De Janeiro for the Internation-
al School Sport Federation World 
Schools Swimming Champion-
ships held this May. 

According to Jin, Freiman, and 
Yang, Coach Fox’s unique coaching 
style has played a large factor in not 
only leading the team to success as 
a whole, but also helping individual 
members on the team to perform at 
their highest potential. 

Freiman said, “He does a lot of 
underwater videotaping. I think 
what improves our speed the most 
is that our practices are really dif-
ficult, very challenging, and that’s 
really the most helpful thing.” 

Yang said, “His overview of the 
season is to train us really hard 
at the start of the season and get 
our bodies really tired, but for 
the big meets like New England 
and Easterns, but he tapers us for 
two weeks, so our load won’t be 
too much but our intensity is still 
there…I just trusted Coach Fox 

and believed that what he was do-
ing was going to make me a better 
swimmer, and it really did work in 
the end. It validated what everyone 
is saying about how his coaching 
technique really does work and 
how he’s really helped all of his 
swimmers throughout the years.” 

Coach Fox emphasized individ-
ual improvement and developing 
the team as a whole, according to 
Freiman and Jin. 

Freiman said, “Our biggest ac-
complishment this year is winning 
Easterns, but [Coach Fox] made 
sure that that wasn’t our number 
one goal. He made sure our num-
ber one goal was to swim as fast as 
possible and winning Easterns just 
came on top of that. He always tells 
us that we can’t control what other 
people do, we can only control how 
fast we swim that was a really help-
ful mentality to have.” 

“Fox definitely helped me re-
alize what I am good at and what 
I’m not good at. I, unlike the other 
people on the swim team, am very 
much a one-trick pony. I’m pretty 
much just good at one event. Coach 
Fox helped me embrace that fact, 
and I used to want to be better at 

the other events, and I still do, but 
now I’ve learned that I need to pri-
oritize this one event that makes 
me who I am on the team,” said Jin. 

Coach Fox hopes that each 
swimmer finished the season hav-
ing learned that to be a successful 
swimmer, you must learn to con-
trol the things in your power. As 
a coach, Fox pushes his swimmer 
to achieve these goals by holding 
tough practices that challenge the 
team. 

In an email to The Phillipian, 
Coach Fox wrote, “I hope our 
swimmers learn to focus on those 
things within their control—to a 
significant extent, how fast they 
swim—and ignore those things out-
side their control—how fast other 
people swim. I hope our swimmers 
learn the value of sacrificing the 
interests of the individual for the 
interests of the team. I hope our 
swimmers learn to seek excellence, 
to be the very best swimmers they 
can be within the context of life at 
Andover. These values and goals of 
our program run counter to much 
of larger culture.”

Head Coach David Fox Leads Boys Swimming to 
World Championships

PHOEBE BICKS

Wrestling coaches from 44 dif-
ferent teams declared Kassie Ar-
chambault ’00 Assistant Coach 
of the Year. Archambault, who 
has been coaching at Andover for 
the past seven years, received the 
award at the 2019 New England In-
dependent Schools Wrestling As-
sociation tournament in February. 

At the end of this year, Coach 
Archambault will succeed Rich 
Gorham ’86 as Head Coach of An-
dover Wrestling. Her appointment 
makes history as she will be the 
first female Head Coach of a New 
England Prep School wrestling 
team. 

Gorham taught Archambault 
values that have persisted with her 
since her days competing, accord-
ing to Archambault. 

“He really instilled in me a love 
for wrestling, the work ethic, the 
drive, and all those life skills that 

wrestling gives you that you can 
apply after. It was kind of a surreal 
feeling to know that I was taking 
over this program and was able 
to continue that great work that 
meant so much to me when I was 
a student here,” said Archambault.

According to Archambault, re-
ceiving the Assistant Coach of the 
Year accolade was a humbling ex-
perience and a step towards recog-
nizing the legitimacy and talent of 
female wrestlers. When she was a 
student at Andover, Archambault 
was the first female wrestler to ever 
place at Interschols.

Archambault said, “I believe in-
cluding more women in the sport 
is going to save our sport. I know 
women are the future of wrestling 
and women’s wrestling is the fast-
est growing sport in the United 
States. It is still recognized as a de-
veloping sport by the NCAA, [and 
this award] is an acknowledgment 
of the work that I’ve done to try to 
grow women’s wrestling. It was a 
sign of solidarity and support for 
women in our schools that have 
tried this competitive and chal-
lenging sport in a male-dominated 
field.”

As a coach, Archambault em-
powers and supports her female 
wrestlers with unfailing faith, ac-
cording future Co-Captain Marisol 
Nugent ’20 and Armour Ellis ’22. 

Ellis said, “When I first started 
wrestling, I thought I would only 
wrestle girls and that I wouldn’t 
be as strong as other guys, but I 
learned from Coach [Archambault] 
that there are moves that we can do 
and learn to overcome any adversi-
ty that we have.”

Nugent said, “She has taught 
me to never give up on anything 
because she always believes in me. 
She is the first person to wish me 
luck before a match, the first per-

son to try and pick me up when 
I am down, and no matter what 
always lets me know that she is 
proud of me. She has taught me 
that in this rollercoaster of a sport 
your support system is the most 
important thing you can find. She 
has been with me for two years but 
the knowledge in wrestling and in 
life she has given me is inexplica-
ble.”

On the mat, Archambault ad-
justs her coaching style to fit each 
wrestlers individual needs. She 
also balances a positive approach 
while also holding her wrestlers 
accountable, according to Sarah 
Stack ’19.

“She’s a very hands-on coach. 
She’s willing to demonstrate differ-
ent moves on different wrestlers, 
so she really shows you moves 
physically and not just verbally. 
She’s a good combination of be-
ing supportive but also telling you 
if you need to make a change and 
making that happen. She saves her 
feedback for really important times 
in the match, so she’s supportive 
but she’s also very clear with tell-
ing you what to do in order to pin 
or take down your opponent,” said 
Stack.

According to Head Coach Rich-
ard Gorham, Archambault has de-
veloped into a devoted pioneer of 
girls’ wrestling.

In an email to The Phillipian, 
Gorham wrote, “Coaching with 
[Archambault] is special because 
she brings an energy and enthu-
siasm to every practice that keeps 
the team upbeat. She has been te-
nacious in her support for the ex-
pansion of girl’s wrestling. I have 
worked with Coach [Archambault] 
since she came out for the sport as 
a Junior in 2002, and seeing her de-
velop first as a wrestler, and then as 
a coach, has been a joy.”

In recent years, Archambault 
has continued to trailblaze in 
women’s high school wrestling. 
Archambault established the An-
dover All-Female wrestling tour-
nament, which has grown from 
just nine participants to more than 
50 in only six years. According to 
Archambault, it is one of the pre-
mier tournaments for girls compet-
ing on both public and prep school 
teams in New England.

According to Nugent, Archam-
bault will bring a energy to the 
team and looks to capitalize on the 
team’s potential.

“She just has so much energy 
for our program and our program. 
Coach Gorham has been there 22 
years so I think it’s nice to get just 
a new fresh set of eyes, so I think 
Kassie’s the perfect person for that. 
She just has so much energy and 
enthusiasm, and, I don’t want to 
say that we’ve grown a little stag-
nant over the years, but I think 

she’s going to be the energy we’ve 
been missing,” said Nugent.

Nugent continued, “She’s had so 
many ideas. She has so much stuff 
that she wants to do with the pro-
gram, I think she recognizes the 
potential that we have to be great, 
and she has the new recruiting 
initiative that she wants to bring.… 
She’s excited, she always has new 
ideas, and she’s always ready to do 
stuff. She’s always ready to make 
things happen.”

Archambault hopes that all 
wrestlers, no matter who they are, 
can walk away from the season 
knowing that they are wanted and 
valued on the team.

Archambault said, “This year we 
really developed some team values 
and one of them is inclusion. No 
matter who you are, or what your 
background is, or your experience 
with wrestling, if you are willing to 
come out and work hard we want 
you to be a part of the team.”

Kassie Archambault ’06 Named First Female Wrestling Head Coach 
in New England Prep School History

ABBY RYAN &
 PHOEBE BICKS

S.BAHNASY/THEPHILLIPIAN
David Fox was named Head Coach 
in 2012 after spending six years as 
assitant Coach. 

COACH OF THE WINTER

A.PHILLIPS/THEPHILLIPIAN
Head Coach Kassie Archambault ’06 
was first introduced to wrestling by 
Coach Rich Gorham ’86 while a she 
was a student at Andover.

COURTESY OF KASSIE ARCHAMBAULT

Coach Kassie Archambault (left) established the Andover All-Female wrestling 
tournament which has grown to more than fifty participants in its six years of 
existance.

INFORMATION COURTESY OF ANDOVER ATHLETICS FACEBOOK PAGE, LEON MODESTE, AND DAVID FRICK
GRAPHIC BY KELLY SONG FOR THE PHILLIPIAN

Senior Athletics Awards

On May 23, 2019, theAnnual Senior Athletics Awards were awarded to eight members of the Class of 2019 in 
recognition of their athletic accomplishments during their time at Andover.

Raymond T. Tippett 
Memorial Award

Awarded annually to a Senior member 
of the Varsity Football or Baseball team 

whose loyalty, courage, and modesty 
exemplify the character of Ray Tippett 

and the best traditions of Ando-
ver athletics. 

JACKSON EMUS

Abbot Athletic Award
Awarded annually to a girl who 

has excelled in Varsity sports and 
whose loyalty and good sports-
manship exemplify the highest 

ideals of Andover athletics.

KELLY MCCARTHY

Schubert Key
Awarded annually to a member of 
the Senior Class who has excelled 
in Varsity athletics and who has 

exemplified the qualities of sound 
character, cheerfulness and 

good sportsmanship on 
the athletic field.

RICO HERNANDEZ

Harold J. Sheridan Award
To the student who has contributed 

most to the intramural athletic program. 
Funded in 1956 by bequest of Fannie J. 
Sheridan, in memory of her grandson 

Harold Joseph Sheridan, Jr., class of 1943 
who gave his life for his country 

as a member of the United 
States Marine Corps.

AKI CHARLAND

NEIL 
SIMPSON

MEGHAN 
WARD

Phelps Award
In honor of those student ath-

letes whose sportsmanship, loyalty, 
humility, and commitment to the 
success of others is representa-

tive of Richard J. Phelps and 
Andover athletics.

SAL 
LUPOLI

ABBY 
   OTTERBEIN

Press Club Award
Awarded to a boy and a girl 

who have shown through their 
performances on the athletic 
fields that they have been the 

most capable athletes of 
the past year.
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Andover Boys Lacrosse Demonstrates Resilience Through Tough Losses

Andover Boys Lacrosse fin-
ished its regular season May 20, 
having won six of their 16 games 
total. After suffering some set-
backs in the middle of the sea-
son, including the loss of both 
its Head Coach and an Assistant 
Captain, the team stuck togeth-
er and continued to fight on the 
field, according to Head Coach 

Kate Dolan. The team ended the 
season with a 15-12 win against 
Milton and a 6-7 loss against Phil-
lips Exeter Academy. 

Dolan said, “At the end of the 
day, the boys deserve a ton of 
credit for sticking together and 
for their fortitude and persever-
ance. They battled closely and 
fiercely in so many games, and 
they should be duly proud of their 
mettle and persistence.” 

“The low of the season was 
losing our coach, Luke Duprey, 
but I think the team tried to bring 
each other back up and we went 
back to practice the next day. We 
knew we had each other and our 
coaches, [Head Coach Martha 
Fenton] and [Coach Dolan], there 
to support us and they knew the 
situation. We rallied around that, 
and it was just positive energy 
from there on out,”  Jed Heald ’20 
said.

In addition to losing their 
Head Coach and Assisstant Cap-
tain, the team also struggled with 
injuries. The team worked to be-
come resilient to overcome these 
obstacles, according to Dolan.

Dolan said, “All team sports are 
the same in the sense you have to 
work to develop trust, cohesive-
ness and accountability, and over 
the course of any season you have 

to expect adversity – whether 
that be injuries, bad bounces, bad 
calls – that is all part of sports and 
you have to develop the resilien-
cy and toughness to not to be de-
terred by the things beyond your 
control.”

According to Captain Sawyer 
Moody ’19, the team was able to 
move past these losses by focus-
ing on growing closer as a unit.

“We have lost some of the main 
pieces of our team thus far in the 
season and it has been tough to 
deal with. Obviously, when mem-
bers of a closely knit group are 
removed, it can result in a bit of 
confusion. We have been working 
very hard on maintaining strong 
bonds and focusing on why we 
play for each other,” wrote Moody 
in an email to The Phillipian. 

The team’s play and mental-
ity improved in its game against 
Deerfield, leading to a close but 
exciting 5-7 loss according to 
Moody, Ricardo Hernandez ’19, 
and William Rickards ’21.

Moody said of the Deerfield 
game, “We were able to harness 
positive energy and maintain it, 
which has been a difficult task for 
us this year.”

Hernandez said, “Even though 
we lost, we developed a lot as a 
team. We came in fired up, we 

had the right mentality through-
out the game, [and] most impor-
tantly we played our game. We 
had long possessions and played 
well on the defensive side.”

“Although we ended in a loss I 
think our team played really well 
and together for the whole game,” 
Rickards said.

Goalie Rickards has been an 
instrumental piece to the team’s 
success keeping them in games, 
according to Moody, Heald, and 
Hernandez, 

Hernandez said, “I feel that 
there are a couple players that 
stepped up this season. One of 
them would be Will Rickards, our 
goalie. He has kept us in in most 
of the games and he’s made great 
saves when we needed him the 
most. He does a great job in the 
clearing game always trying to 
find the best pass.”

“Will Rickards has stepped up 
this season in a large way. He is 
our goalie and has made some big 
saves at critical times this year. I 
commend his efforts and I believe 
he will keep improving every 
year,” said Moody. 

“Our goalie Will Rickards has 
been doing a really great job, es-
pecially as a Lower and especially 
with all the high expectations we 
demand of him, as a starter. He’s a 

great guy and an even better play-
er,” said Heald.

One of the team’s biggest chal-
lenges has been working to play 
more cohesively and less as indi-
viduals, according to Krikorian 
and Heald.

Jon Krikorian ’21 said, “We 
have been less selfish, more un-
selfish. We been playing a more 
fast-paced offense and there has 
been better energy in defense.” 

Heald said, “We were making 
a bunch of plays...I think we just 
struggled to come together and 
we need to play a little more dis-
ciplined.”

In the future, the team wants 
to play more united and play to 
their highest potential, according 
to Dolan and Heald.

Heald continued, “I think ob-
viously we want to win as many 
games as possible, and everyone 
wants to improve individually. 
We want to focus on playing as 
a team, everyone together, for all 
48 minutes. Just keeping positive 
energy and keeping our brains fo-
cused in.”

“Down the stretch, we simply 
want to play our best, incorporat-
ing all that we have learned and 
gained over the course of the sea-
son,” said Dolan. 

BOYSLACROSSE

LUCY LASATER

SOFTBALL

Andover Earns Second Place in Big East Tournament 

Although half of the players on 
Andover Softball were new to the 
team, Andover had a successful 
season, finishing with a record of 
11-4.  

“I didn’t know anyone coming 
into [Softball] besides my friends 
who convinced me to play. The 
older kids and returning players 
really welcomed us new players by 
helping us with our technique and 
giving us tips, and just supporting 
us when we mess up,” said Anna 
Bargman ’21.

New players were encouraged 
to focus on the point at hand and 
not get caught up in their mistakes, 
according to Katie Morris ’21. 

Morris said, “We teach [new 
players] who are also new to the 
mental aspect of the game and the 
importance of staying emotionally 
up during the game, because it’s so 
easy to blame yourself.”

In addition to half the team be-
ing new, nearly half of the team was 
also injured throughout the season, 
according to Morris. 

Numerous of the injured play-
ers were starters, forcing other 
players to rise to the challenge and 
adapt to different positions they 
normally do not play, according to 
Zaina Qamar ’21.

“[The coaches] would look to-
wards the bench, people like me, 
to step up and fill those spots. Al-
though injuries were extremely 
unfortunate, I think it was a great 
way to force people to practice and 
improve. We were still able to come 
up with a ton of great wins like in 
the game against Nobles, we won 
24-7, and over half of the team was 
injured at that point,” said Qamar.

After a rocky start to the season 
with few healthy players, the team 
persevered and adapted to the cir-
cumstances, according to Emma 
Slibeck ’20. 

“The beginning of the season, 
we had a zero-person bench. I 
think people had to be really will-
ing to be in positions they didn’t 
usually play in and really just tough 
it out and dig deep to find it in your-
self to keep going. Thee were a cou-
ple games where it was really scary 
because if one person got injured in 
the game, we would have to forfeit. 
But that did not stop us from being 
any less aggressive,” said Slibeck. 

Being present for the team, de-
spite the playing ability, was cru-
cial to the team’s success, and has 
allowed for the program’s growth, 
according to Morris.

Mixed in with the team’s suc-
cess were moments of laughter and 
fun, specifically when members of 

the team incorporated the team’s 
bear crawl workouts into their hit 
celebrations, according to Emma 
Slibeck. 

Slibeck said, “Someone hit a 
double and they got to second, 
and then they got down and bear 
crawled on the base. Coach [Lind-
say Maroney ’07]’s face was amused 
but also not amused, and [the team] 
was simply dying of laughter.”

The team’s hard work and ded-
ication was shown in their game 
against BB&N. After Andover was 
knocked out last year by BB&N in 
the Big East Tournament, it looked 
to come back and redeem itself. 
The team’s win against BB&N 
during the regular season this year 
gave Andover incentive to make 
the Big East tournament and reas-
sured the team of its potential. 

Although Andover defeated 
Phillips Exeter Academy in the 
semifinals of the Big East Tourna-
ment, it fell in the Championship 
game 2-8 to BB&N.

Although four Seniors on the 
team are graduating the end of this 
year, the remaining members will 
provide a strong foundation for 
next season, according to Slibeck. 

Slibeck said, “It’s all about play-
ing the game you love with people 
you love.”

CHRISTINE MICHAEL

Boys Track & Field Shatters Six Class Records

Andover Boys Track & Field 
concluded the season with a 4th 
place finish in the New England 
Prep School Track Association 
(Nepsta) D1 Interscholastic Cham-
pionships, coming in only one point 
behind Exeter. The team also broke 
six class records this year: Alex Fl-
eury ’20 broke the Upper records 
for the 800-Meter and 1500-Meter 
Races, Joshua Park ’22 broke the 
Junior Record for the 110-Meter 
Hurdles, and Alex Schimmel ’22 
broke the Junior records for the 
100-Meter Dash, 200-Meter Dash, 

and 300-Meter Hurdles.
Andover built a close team dy-

namic this year– something which 
proved to be one of its defining 
strengths, according to Alex Meyer 
’20 and Captain Josh Thomas ’19.

“I think one of the strengths of 
the team this season has definitely 
been being able to come together, 
not just as a team but as a family, 
and really being there for one an-
other. Especially this year when we 
had a lot of newcomers to the sport, 
one thing that I was really happy to 
see was how people who had ran 
track before were helping out and 
went around and showing runners 

how to do the blocks or what their 
pace should be,” said Thomas.

Meyer said, “I feel like even 
though we lost a lot of fantastic Se-
niors last year who led us to a great 
second place finish at Interschols, 
we’ve gained a lot of strong team 
bonding over the course of the sea-
son. The chemistry this year is just 
unmatched. It’s fantastic.”

According to Zach Moynihan 
’21, Fleury and Karim Hill ’19 were 
some of Andover’s strongest run-
ners. Fleury consistently excelled 
in long-distance races and Hill 
’19 had continually strong perfor-
mances in in the short-distance 
events, including the 100-Me-
ter Dash, 200-Meter Dash, and 
4x100-Meter Relay. 

“There’s not enough time for me 
to express all of the praise that Alex 
deserves. He’s one of our fierc-
est competitors, and he inspires 
everyone the team to perform 
at their absolute best each meet. 
There have been so many times 
this season when Alex managed to 
pull off stunning comebacks in the 
[1500-Meter] and [4x400-Meter 
Relay]. Whenever Alex gets on the 
track, everyone on the team knows 
that he’s willing to leave everything 
out there,” wrote Moynihan in an 
email to The Phillipian. 

Moynihan continued, “Kareem 
was a consistent standout this sea-
son for his success in sprinting and 
mid-distance events alike. Wheth-
er it was the [100-Meter] or the 
[400-Meter], he was always ready 
to give his best effort and encour-
age his teammates to do the same. 
This past season, I’ve been most 
impressed by Kareem’s perfor-
mance on the 4x100-Meter Relay. 
As our anchor, he has done a great 
job of not only securing our lead 
but also extending it. Seeing him 

speed down the final straightaway 
after I finish my leg is always so ex-
citing.”

The team improved in its field 
events this season, especially in the 
Triple Jump and the Javelin, ac-
cording to Thomas and Liu Roth-
schild ’20.

Thomas said, “I’d say one event 
that the team improved in overall 
is definitely the Triple Jump. Es-
pecially for the guys, everyone who 
has triple-jumped, this was their 
first year ever doing the event, so I 
was really excited to see them take 
on the challenge and overcome it 
and improve.”

Rothschild said, “It’s been a 
tough season for the javelin be-
cause of weather and poor condi-
tions, but I think everyone on the 
team has improved... [Myles Ringel 
’21] has been making huge strides 
and showing a lot of potential as a 
Lower, Russell [Lee ’20]  uses his 
bounce and quickness from basket-
ball to throw far... and [Omar Khan 
’20’s] technique is getting better ev-
eryday.”

Despite finishing in third place 
by less than eight points, Andover’s 
fourth meet against Northfield 
Mount Hermon and Loomis Chaf-
fee was a highlight of the season 
because of multiple standout per-
formances and personal records 
set during the meet, according to 
Meyer.

Meyer said, “Alex Fleury ran his 
fastest race ever in [the 1500-Me-
ter], but a lot of people got [per-
sonal records] too. We had a really 
strong [4x400-Meter Relay] team 
who went 3:31 [seconds], which is 
the fastest time we’ve ran all sea-
son. We also had Owen Glover [’19] 
PR at 1:58 [seconds] in the 800-Me-
ter, which was fantastic for him as 
well.”

According to Meyer and Keis-
hi Kumira ’20, the team’s second 
home competition against Cush-
ing, Pingree, Concord, and Land-
mark was also a prominent meet. 
With a total of 215 points, Andover 
secured its first win of the season 
and gained a sense of confidence 
heading into Interschols.

Meyer said, “The Wednesday 
meet [against Cushing, Pingree, 
Concord and Landmark] was the 
last meet before we had Inter-
schols at Loomis: that’s the Nepsta 
Outdoor Championships. We had 
everyone running their ideal races 
and envisioning themselves in the 
high pressure situations and the 
high competition situations that 
we’re going to be in… It was really 
interesting to gauge ourselves and 
realize that we’re actually strong 
team, even though we’ve had some 
bad luck over the last few meets.”

Kimura added, “The Wednes-
day meet was a moral booster for 
us, because the boys’ team has been 
losing consecutively, and this one 
we won, so having that win [was] 
great for our mindset going into the 
championships.”

The enthusiasm of the young-
er members of the team made this 
year’s season stand out, according 
to Meyer. 

“One of the main things for me is 
just the enthusiasm that the young-
er runners bring. It’s their energy 
and the impact that they have on 
the team that goes beyond. We 
have really strong lowerclassmen 
runners, absolutely, but we have 
really enthusiastic lowerclassmen 
runners that help people achieve 
their goals and help people reach 
farther on the team during practice 
and during meets, even without be-
ing on the track, which is equally 
important,” said Meyer.

LILLIE COOPER

BOYSTRACK&FIELD

M.ZHANG/THEPHILLIPIAN
Andover Boys Track finished 4th in this year’s Nepsta Championships.  

M.LEVY/THEPHILLIPIAN
Andover Boys Lacrosee will lose 
eight Seniors this year. 

S.BAHNASY/THEPHILLIPIAN
Emma Slibeck ‘20 has been a member of the Softball team since her Junior 
year and plays Pitcher for the team.
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Ending the season with a re-
cord of 5-14, Andover Girls La-
crosse finished the season strong 
with the same resilience and 
passion it demonstrated over the 
course of the season. 

Despite its disappointing re-
cord, four of Andover’s losses 
were by two goals or less. The 
difficult schedule is just one of 
many obstacles Andover has had 
to overcome so far this season, 
according to Kennedy Everson 
’21. 

“I am most proud of our resil-
ience. We have had to deal with 
so many variables including in-
juries, bad refs, et cetera. For us 
to be able to get through that and 
still be so close to one another 
is what I’m most proud of,” said 
Everson.

After a close loss to Governors, 
Andover displayed this positivi-
ty and persistence, according to 
Brooke Keough ’19. 

“One thing I learned during 
that game was how good our 
team is at focusing and ignoring 
things outside of our control. 
For example, the other team got 
really physical and had lots of 
penalties. We didn’t let this affect 
us and kept playing our game,” 
Keough wrote in an email to The 
Phillipian.

Andover also displayed this re-
lentlessness in a win against Mid-

dlesex, according to Head Coach 
Heidi Wall. Andover was down 
by four goals at halftime, yet it 
came out in the second half on a 
mission to win.

“We didn’t count ourselves out 
in the game. We were down 2-6 
at the half, and we just kept dig-
ging away one goal at a time and 
we never decided that we were 
going to fold over,” said Wall.

Andover’s proudest accom-
plishments this season were 
challenging top teams Deerfield 
and St. Paul’s, as well as beat-
ing Middlesex for the first time 
in five years, according to Abby 
Ryan ’21. 

“[Deerfield and St. Paul’s] re-
ally rattled us last year, and this 
year we kind of rattled them by 
the way we came out and stuck 
with them, so those were two 
very strong games. We also beat 
Middlesex this year which was a 
really big accomplishment,” said 
Ryan. 

Andover’s defense held strong 
and was able to hold many of-
fences below double digits. A 
new defensive set that was put in 
mid-season is partially the rea-
son of Andover’s success, accord-
ing to Everson. 

“I think the defense this sea-
son has improved the most. Es-
pecially since we changed our 
defensive style mid-season, we 
all rose above the obvious chal-
lenges of doing this and ended 
up making many key plays,” said 

Everson. 
Before its game against Deer-

field, this new defensive set was 
put in to place. The new set was 
very successful, as it was able to 
hold undefeated Deerfield four 
goals below their average goals 
per game, according to Rachel 
Neyman ’22. Similarly, the fol-
lowing week, the set held unde-
feated St. Paul’s eight goals below 
their average. 

“I think we had great defense 
throughout. We used a ‘backer’ 
and it worked really well and 
threw St. Paul’s offense off,” said 
Neyman. 

“We have implemented this 
new defense and Liv Nolan [’20] 
has really been holding down the 
fort. She is in this new position 
which has been very effective, 
and the whole defense has been 
playing very well around her,” 
said Ryan. 

Andover’s offence has also 
been successful this season as 
well, according to Skyler Spauld-
ing ’20 and Ryan. 

“Our play making has im-
proved a lot so far this season. 
We had these specific goals at the 
beginning of the season, especial-
ly on offence where we had a few 
plays that were coming together 
and recently we have been able to 
execute them,” said Ryan.

“The team has definitely im-
proved on our offensive transi-
tions this season. We have start-
ed to turn over the ball less and 

really take care of the ball when 
it’s in our stick. We are getting 
better at handling the ball under 
pressure and passing quickly be-
fore we get double teamed. When 
the whole team gets involved in 
the transition, we execute it very 
well,” said Spaulding.

Andover has grown very close 
together, and has become a very 
close knit group, according to 
Gwyn Lapp ’22. 

“I think the overall team dy-
namics are trust, positivity, and 
hard work. At this point in the 
season, everyone trusts every 
single person to do their job. In 
terms of positivity, everyone is 
always cheering each other on, 
whether on or off the field. We 
have definitely become a family 
at this point in the season. Ev-
eryone gives it their all in prac-
tice and in games which is also 
key for everyone’s development,” 
said Lapp. 

Team dinners are a large rea-
son behind the intimacy on the 
team, according to Lapp.

 Lapp said, “I think I will miss 
our bond this season. We all be-
came such good friends, family 
really, and there isn’t one per-
son I didn’t develop a friendship 
with. Also, I will miss our really 
fun team dinners either in com-
mons or at Coach Wall’s house.”

Next season, Andover will ad-
just to new leadership after eight 
Seniors will graduate this year. 
Losing these Seniors will be dif-

ficult for the team, according to 
Everson and Spaulding. 

“I will miss our Seniors so 
much. They were the rock of this 
team, and next year is going to be 
so different without their skill, 
leadership and just overall char-
acter,” said Everson. 

Spaulding added, “I’m defi-
nitely going to miss having the 
Seniors to look up to. They’re all 
such great people and I admire 
their work ethic and how they 
treat others. They’re all such 
great leaders and such valuable 
players to our team.”

Baseball Finishes Season with Only Two Losses

Two-time Nepsac Class A 
Champion Andover Baseball only 
lost two games this season, both 
of which were to Dexter-South-
field. Led by Co-Captains Tristan 
Latham ’19 and Andrew Ciufo ’19, 
the team finished with a record of 
13-2.

Shifting from a previously Se-
nior-heavy team, Andover transi-

tioned well into the season utiliz-
ing its young talent, according to 
future Co-Captain Peter Ling ’20 
and Head Coach Kevin Graber. 

“[The season has] been really 
good. Last year we were a very 
Senior-heavy team. This year the 
team consists of ten Lowers out 
of sixteen kids on the team, so 
it’s a very different dynamic. It’s 
been really cool to see other peo-
ple step up in different ways,” said 
Ling.

Graber said, “We’re actually 
a young team. We have ten tenth 
graders on the team, and we have 
some guys who haven’t played 
Varsity before and if they have, 
they haven’t gotten on the field a 
ton and now they’re getting that 
opportunity.”

Contributing to Andover’s 
success this season was its prepa-
ration, especially defensively, 
according to Ling, and Jackson 
Emus ’19.

Ling said, “Keys to winning 
are just being more prepared. I 
think it’s very rare that we come 
across a scenario that we’re not 
prepared for.”        

Emus said, “As always, it’s 
been playing really solid defense. 
I think we’re always a lot more 
prepared than all of the teams 
that we play. You can really say 
that by how clean we play on de-
fense.”

Another strength was the 
team’s diverse variety of drills 
during practice, according to Ci-
ufo. 

“We practice things that oth-
er teams don’t even think about 
practicing, such as dirt-ball reads, 
two-strike hitting, and dive backs. 
As a team, we are prepared for 
any situation that comes our way” 
said Ciufo.

The team is defined by its 
sense of togetherness and equal 
contribution across the field and 
dugout, according to Graber.

“It’s such an unselfish team 
and everybody’s contributing. I 
mean Jackson Emus has been re-
ally strong on the mound and at 
first base. Andrew Ciufo is like a 
wizard at shortstop and Tristan 
Latham is our leader and out 
captain and he’s a double hitting 
machine. Our pitching’s been 
outstanding with LJ Keevan [’21] 
and Jonathan Santucci [’21] in 
center field and Jack Penney [’21] 
at third place. Collectively, how 
well we’ve played as a team is like 
everybody is the M.V.P.,” Graber 
said.

Graber’s coaching and exten-
sive practice preparation proved 
crucial to Andover’s success, ac-
cording to Ciufo and Ling.

Ciufo said, “[Coach Graber], 
along with the other coaches of 
the program... are so dedicated to 
our team and teach us every day. 
[Graber] writes a practice plan for 
every practice that helps us stay 
focused.”

“The way [Graber] imple-
ments all of our plays and how we 
practice every day, starting in the 
fall with our optional practices 
has set us up to be successful this 
season like he always does every 
year. Just because the way he 
goes about it, the way he knows 
how to coach us all individual-
ly. He knows our strengths, he 
knows our weaknesses, and he 
knows how to utilize those to get 
us better in different ways,” said 

Ling.
Looking forward to next sea-

son, the team, with a strong Class 
of 2021 presence and Class of 
2020 leadership, will have the 
talent necessary to once again 
succeed, according to Ciufo and 
Emus.

“Next season’s team will live 
up its high expectations. The cur-
rent Lowers on the team, who are 
thriving this year, will redefine 
the term ‘stacked team’ next year 
and they will be led by soon-to-
be Seniors Lucas Stowe [’20] and 
Peter Ling. The team is going to 
replicate the hard-work we put 
in this year and wouldn’t doubt 
if they took home another title,” 
said Ciufo.

“This happens every couple 
years, where there’s an influx of 
young kids and they’re all just 
coming into their own at the same 
time, so I think the sky’s the limit 
for our team, just because we’re 
so anchored by all of these young 
kids and they’re just going to keep 
getting better every year for the 
next two years,” said Emus.

After falling to Dexter-South-
field 2-0 in the Central New En-
gland Prep Semifinal, the team 
looks to return to the tournament 
next year.         

Editor’s Note: Peter Ling ’20 is 
an Advertising Manager for The 
Phillipian. 

BASEBALL

LUKE BOSHAR

GIRLSLACROSSE

Girls Lacrosse Defeats Middlesex for First Time in Five Years

PRESTON WHITEHURST

Girls Track and Field Claims 4th Consecutive Nepsta Victory

Andover Girls Track & Field 
earned its fourth straight 
win in the New England Prep 
School Track Association 
(Nepsta) this season on May 
18, 2019. Andover finished 
the season almost undefeat-
ed, with only one loss against 
Taft, a mere three point deficit, 
during its second meet of the 
season. 

Andover placed in 12 out 
of the 17 events at the Neps-
ta Championships. Sprinters 
Athalia Esty ’22, Myra Bha-
thena ’22, Tessa Conrardy ’20 
and Victoria Kadiri ’20 won 
the 4x100-Meter Relay, Con-
rardy won the 300-Meter-Hur-
dles, Esty, Bhathena, Conrardy 
and Lillie Cooper ’21 won the 
4x400-Meter Relay, and Cap-
tain Serena Liu ’19 won the 
Javelin. Andover’s 4x400-Me-
ter Relay set a new facility 
record for Loomis Chaffee’s 
track. 

In addition to these first 
places finishes, Andover 
also had top four finishes in 
the 100-Meter Hurdles, the 
100-Meter Dash, the 200-Me-
ter Dash, the 400-Meter Dash, 
Long Jump, Triple Jump, and 
High Jump. 

Andover’s victory at Inter-
schols marked the culmination 
of Andover’s season-long ded-
ication and perseverance, ac-
cording to Cooper and Ridley 
Warner ’22.

Cooper said, “I think a high 
was Interschols. We [had] been 
training a lot over the course 
of the season for just this one 
goal and just this one meet and 
we’ve won the past three years 
so we really wanted to come 
back and defend our title. 
Winning that was definitely 
a highlight—you could see all 
the work that everybody put 
in and a lot of people PRed and 
just performed really well.”

Warner added, “The 
4x100-[Meter] had this amaz-
ing….finish, where they fin-
ished right in front...Another 
high of the season was defi-
nitely that the girls won almost 
every single meet. Also, Myra, 
who is a [Junior], got first 
place for the grade. She ran the 
fastest out of the [Junior] at 
Andover.” 

The only team Andover lost 
to this season was Taft. Many 
of the team’s stronger contrib-
utors were unable to partici-
pate at the Deerfield meet due 
to ACT testing, according to 
Cooper and Liu. 

Cooper said, “We only had 
one loss this season, I think it 
was during our second meet 
when we raced Taft and Deer-
field. That was a difficult day 
because a lot of people were 
out taking the ACT, so we 
didn’t have a lot of our runners 
or our throwers. We could’ve 
won, so we didn’t let that loss 
affect us.” 

Liu added, “We did lose a 
meet, but only by three points 

in the very beginning of the 
season. I think we were still 
trying to shuffle around who 
was doing what event and so 
that was a meet where we were 
just trying to get into the flow 
and rhythm.”

This year, the team had 
an especially strong group of 
underclassmen. Lower and 
Junior runners consistently 
accumulated points for Ando-
ver, according Liu and Sadie 
Cheston-Harris ’20. 

Liu said, “We had a real-
ly young team this year, and I 
am so impressed by how much 
work everybody has put in 
throughout the entire year… 
I do want to highlight a cou-
ple of the Uppers and a few of 
the [Juniors]. There are four 
main Uppers that stand out to 
me. I think our four consistent 
point scorers were Victoria 
Kadiri, Tessa Conrardy, Mel-
anie [Cheung ’20] and Sadie 
[Cheston-Harris]... We also 
had some amazing [Juniors], 
like Athalia and Myra who 
were all around great hurdlers 
and sprinters.”

Cheston-Harris continued, 
“For the girls team, a lot of the 
[Juniors] and underclassmen 
in general made a huge impact 
on our win. We had a lot of re-
ally fast underclassmen this 
year, especially in the relays 
and mid-distance events. For 
example, Lillie and Myra and 
Athalia do really well in the 
sprinting events, and Carolina 
[Weatherall ’21] did really well 

in high jump. So we have a re-
ally strong Lower and [Junior] 
group.”

When reflecting on the sea-
son, Liu is especially proud of 
the younger teammates who 
stepped up to compete for An-
dover. She hopes to have im-
pacted her fellow teammates 
in her time with Track & Field. 

Liu said, “Being a Captain 
is just a placeholder title that 
I have. I think it was awesome 
getting to know each one of the 
girls, because like I said before 
we are such a young team and I 
think it was really great show-

ing all the younger teammates 
what it meant to be on [Ando-
ver Track & Field] and have 
such a great long lasting lega-
cy of winning and competing 
at such a high level. So I think 
my favorite part is just demon-
strating that culture to them 
and keeping that for future 
generations.”

Editor’s Note: Tessa Con-
rardy ’20 is the President of The 
Phillipian. 

PHOEBE BICKS

GIRLSTRACK&FIELD

COURTESY OF SERENA LIU
Andover placed in 12 out of the 17 events at the Nepsta Championships.

D.OWYANG/THEPHILLIPIAN
Kelly McCarthy ‘19 played attack 
for Andover Girls Lacrosse.

S.BAHNASY/THEPHILLIPIAN
According to Co-Captain Andrew Ciufo ’19, next year’s team will live up to 
the high expectations set for it due to the skill of the current Uppers and 
Lowers on the team.
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Head Coach of Girls Tennis Deb Chase is 
“Second Mom” to Championship Team 

Andover Girls Tennis Head 
Coach Deb Chase led the team to 
its second New England Class A 
championship this spring, mark-
ing the team’s sixth straight fi-
nals appearance in the eleven 
years she has been coaching at 
Andover. Coach Chase’s com-
municative style of coaching and 
success has earned her the honor 
of “Coach of the Spring.”

According to Co-Captain 
Rhea Bhandari ’19, one of Chase’s 
strengths is being consistent 
and giving immediate feedback 
during matches.

“She really helps in between 
sets or in between games to pump 
each other up. She always pumps 
us up for the match, especially if 
we’re losing. She gives very good 
advice. Even if we’re not playing 
so well, she always tries to look 

at the positive sides of it and 
what we can keep on doing the 
same, what we can improve on, 
but she always has a very positive 
outlook on everything. She never 
puts anybody on the team down, 
and she makes every single per-
son on the team feel like they are 
important and they’re contribut-
ing to each win,” said Bhandari.

According to Chase, mid-
match feedback strategically 
consists of both encouragement 
and pointers for the next set.

Coach Chase said, “Some of 
it is strategy, saying what you 
need to do in the point in order 
to put yourself at the best advan-
tage and the other, and the other 
is just trying to keep their con-
fidence up and remind them of 
their strength and remind them 
how hard they’ve worked to 
get this far and just trying to be 
there as their supporter, kind of a 
cheerleader in a way.”

According to Nicole Lee ’22 
and Bhandari, Coach Chase 
maintains her trademark posi-
tive attitude no matter the situ-
ation.

“She has really good energy all 
the time. [She] makes sure that 
we all are working really hard 
and I think that attitude really 
reflects on us as players and it 
makes us want to strive for more. 
Just having someone positive all 
the time, making sure to push us 
through everything, has been re-
ally helpful,” said Lee.

Bhandari added, “I think that 
we’ve had a couple of really tough 
matches. And I know that we 

were all nervous going into them, 
but I think that Ms. Chase em-
phasizes the importance of en-
joying playing the sport because 
that’s ultimately what playing a 
team or individual sport is about. 
Her attitude towards going into 
tough games and going into not 
so tough games has been pretty 
even. We always try to focus on 
what we’ve been working on, 
never playing to the other per-
son, never playing to the other 
team’s strengths, always focusing 
on our strengths instead. She’s 
just been very encouraging for 
this whole season.”

According to Reimi Kusaka 
’21, Coach Chase varies the drills 
in practices, which keeps the 
team’s energy up and serves as 
something to anticipate each day.

“She has creative ways to 
make our practices different 
every day. One day we could be 
working on doubles, and then 
the other day we could be work-
ing on singles, so she mixes it up. 
We walk onto the courts not ex-
pecting what we’re going to do 
today, and I think that’s some-
thing to look forward to at the 
end of the day after having class-
es,” said Kusaka.

In addition to her role as 
coach, many players view Coach 
Chase as a motherly figure, ac-
cording to Lee and Kusaka.

“I’ve known Ms. Chase for 
a while now, given that my sis-
ter was on the team. She’s just 
overall just a really caring and 
passionate person. I really re-
spect her as a coach, and also as a 

teacher and like a mother as well. 
I’m really grateful to have her as 
my coach. I think she’s been re-
ally helpful in my transition here 
and helping me feel like part of 
another family,” said Lee.

Kusaka added, “So ever since 
last year, coach has been like 
more than just my coach. I know 
she’s an adult that I [can] trust 
on campus and someone I [can] 
go to, whether it’s on or off the 
court, and she’s always support-
ive of me. She always asks how 
my day is, and she’s always super 
supportive of every single person 
on a team. She’s like our second 
mom, basically. She makes ten-

nis fun. She always reminds us to 
have fun on the court, and I think 
that’s something that’s really im-
portant for us.”

According to Coach Chase, 
the most important aspect is de-
veloping a friendly and cohesive 
team. 

Coach Chase concluded, “For 
me, coaching is about develop-
ing a team that likes each other, 
respects each other, works hard, 
improves both individually and 
as a team, and feels that, at the 
end of the season, they’re better 
than they were at the beginning, 
not just on the court but off court 
as well.”

ABBY RYAN

COACH OF THE SPRING

S.BAHNASY/THEPHILLIPIAN

Head Coach Deb Chase also teaches in 
the English Department. 

Andover Boys Swimming Represents USA
at ISF World Schools Championship in Rio de Janeiro

BOYSSWIMMING&DIVING

After Andover was selected to 
be the sole boys school represent 
the United States, six members of 
Andover Boys Swimming traveled 
to Rio de Janeiro to compete at the 
International School Sport Federa-
tion (ISF) World Schools Champi-
onship this past week. 

According to Boys Swimming 
Head Coach David Fox, this is the 
first time the United States has sent 
a team to the World Schools Swim-
ming Championships.

“The boys have been working 

hard all spring to prepare for the 
meet, and we are all really grateful 
to Coach [Leon] Modeste, [Direc-
tor of Athletics,] and the school’s 
administration for supporting this 
opportunity. I think the boys will 
represent the nation well and get 
in some good competition,” wrote 
Coach Fox in an email to The Phil-
lipian. “Being able to represent a 
country—to represent the 140,000 
members of boys’ swimming teams 
in the US—is pretty special.”  

The Andover team was select-
ed to represent the United States 
due to its performance during 
the 2017-2018 season, as Andover 

placed eleventh nationally among 
all public and independent schools, 
according to Coach Fox. 

The criteria for competing was 
that all members had to be born in 
2001 or later. Of the Andover swim-
mers who expressed interest, the 
oldest were selected to represent 
the team, according to Coach Fox. 
The team that traveled to Rio con-
sisted of Lance Freiman ’19, Jack 
Warden ’19, Riku Tanaka ’20, Mar-
cus Lee ’21, and future Co-Captains 
Sam Donchi ’20 and Arnold Su ’20.

According to Coach Fox, the 
meet is primarily composed of 
50-Meter and 100-Meter Sprints 
events with one 200-Meter Race 
and relays. The meet is offered in 
a “prelim-final” format and was 
conducted in the pool from the Rio 
2016 Summer Olympics. The team 
had preliminary races for the first 
half of the events on Sunday morn-
ing, followed by the final round for 
the top 16 preliminary finishes in 
the evening. On Monday, compe-
tition followed the same format. 
Members of the Andover team 
made the finals in every event. 

According to Warden and Don-
chi, the meet served as both an op-
portunity for competition and an 
opportunity to meet a lot of differ-
ent people, promoting connected-
ness within the sport.

“Representing your club team 
and [Andover] over the years has 
been an awesome experience, but 
I think representing the US as a 
country as a whole just brings to-
gether the sense of camaraderie 
and patriotism, and it’s going to 
show how much I love this coun-
try,” said Warden.

Donchi said, “We don’t often 
get the chance to compete against 
people outside of the United States, 
and so it was a fun time to compete 
against such a deep field. There 
was an emphasis on togetherness 
within the swimming field, which 
we don’t really get at Andover, so 
that was kind of nice.”

While the meet did serve as 
great competition for the Andover 
team, the team also participated in 
non-swimming events and other 
activities with individual represen-
tatives from other national teams, 
such as Nepsac teams like Bruns-
wick and Hopkins.

The ISF World Schools Cham-
pionship is put on by ISF, a part of 
the International Olympic Com-
mittee. Therefore, the primary 
purposes of the meet are cultural 
exchange, friendship, and peace, 
according to Coach Fox. The team 
participated in programming out-
side of the pool designed for all the 
athletes to spend time together.

Su said, “What was more inter-
esting about this meet is it wasn’t 
just swimming. For example, on 
the first day, between prelims and 
finals, there was an opening cere-
mony where every country came 
out with their flag and marched 
around the pool.”

Freiman added, “We also got 
to participate in ‘Nations Night’ 
where each country performed 
a traditional dance. The USA de-
cided to dance to Old Town Road 
in our cowboy hats and bandanas. 
Everyone thought it was a blast. It 
was a really big dance party, and we 
got all the countries to come in the 
middle and dance with us. It was 
very similar to a den dance even, 

except maybe a little bigger. We are 
very proud to foster such a happy, 
warm, inclusive, empathetic, and 
exciting environment.”

According to Warden, repre-
senting Andover at this meet is a 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for 
the members of the team. 

“After our historic season this 
year, after great performances 
at easterns and New Englands, I 
thought that my time at [Andover] 
was done. I was really sad about 
that, and this is just another meet 
that gives me an opportunity to be 
with some of my teammates and 
represent our school on an inter-
national level. I’ll be graduating a 
week or so after this meet, so it’s 
just one final opportunity to put 
in my best effort and represent the 
school,” said Warden.

Editor’s Note: Riku Tanaka is a 
Multilingual Editor for The Phil-
lipian. This article originally ran on 
May 24, 2019.

ABBY RYAN
While at the ISF World Schools Championships, members of the Andover 
swimming team made the finals in every event.

COURTESY OF JACK WARDEN

Result

9th
10th

13th
15th

7th
11th

4th
16th

4th

6th
10th

3rd
16th

5th
13th

7th

9th 
14th

7th

The ISF World Schools Championships provided an opporutnity for the team 
to meet and compete against swimmers from around the world.

COURTESY OF JACK WARDEN

COURTESY OF NICOLE LEE

Coach Chase has coached the Andover Girls Tennis Team for more than a 
decade. 

Team Results from Rio
Event Name Result

Arnold Su ’20
Lance Freiman ’19

Marcus Lee ’21
Arnold Su ’20

Sam Donchi ’20
Jack Warden ’19

Lance Freiman ’19
Sam Donchi ’20

Warden, Freiman, 
Lee, Tanaka, Su, 

Donchi

Lance Freiman ’19
Sam Donchi ’20

Jack Warden ’19
Marcus Lee ’21

Sam Donchi ’20
Riku Tanaka ’20

Lance Freiman ’19

Arnold Su ’20
Marcus Lee ’21

Warden, Donchi, 
Freiman, Su

9th
10th

13th
15th

7th
11th

4th
16th

4th

6th
10th

3rd
16th

5th
13th

7th

9th 
14th

7th

100-M Freestyle

50-M Breaststroke

100-M Backstroke

50-M Butterfly

6x50-M Freestyle 
Relay

100-M Butterfly

50-M Backstroke

200-M Freestyle

50-M Freestyle

100-M Breaststroke

4x50-M Freestyle
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With nine new players this 
season, Andover Girls Water 
Polo had one of the youngest 
teams in the program’s history. 
The team held a season record 
of 1-11, winning its only game 
against Suffield, 12-9.

According to future Co-Cap-
tain Eliza Sandell ’20, the team 
used this season as an oppor-
tunity for each new player to 
develop individual skills in the 
pool.

“We lost I think five out of 
six of our starting lineup from 
last year, so it was a really re-
building season. We had a lot 
of promising people coming in 
especially from the swim team, 
so it was really about develop-
ing them as players,” said San-
dell.

Despite losing several games 
in a row, the team’s resilience 
and energy proved to be two of 
its defining strengths, accord-
ing to future Co-Captain Jack-
ie Rossi ’20 and Amy Chew ’20.

Rossi said, “I think that our 
team’s greatest strength was 
our resilience. I think at one 
point we acknowledged that 
we were a very new team, so I 
think that it wasn’t a very big 
obstacle for us to get over our 
losses just because we all knew 
we were getting better… I re-
member people were always 
saying...they improved on this 
skill that they were working on 
all week. I think all the players 
were really trying hard to de-
velop, especially since the ma-
jority of our team is new to the 
sport.”

Chew added, “Our scores 
aren’t too great, but we al-
ways have had really high 
energy. In the last weekend 
we took two losses from our 

game, but everyone was really 
happy because it was our last 
Senior game, so everyone had 
high spirits. We knew that we 
played our best and gave it our 
all.”

The team focused on shoot-
ing during practice, which sig-
nificantly improved over the 
course of the season, accord-
ing to Rossi.

Rossi said, “The skill that 
we were kind of overlooking 
for a long time was shooting. 
I think that we were first fo-
cusing so much on setting up 
that we sometimes forgot we 
were on offense and actually 
had to shoot and get points. 
We dedicated a lot of prac-
tices to shooting outside the 
five-meter [line], because re-
ally everyone on the team is 
a strong shooter, but a lot of 
people just had to build up the 
confidence and take their shot 
or at least try. We focused on 
that a lot and we started seeing 
a lot more people shooting or 
at least trying to take shots.”

Andover also showed prog-
ress in games against teams it 
had played earlier in the sea-
son, according to Sandell.

Sandell said, “The biggest 
thing is that we did better 
against the teams we had ini-
tially lost to. We may not have 
beat them in the end, but the 
scores definitely reflected 
stronger games and better 
competition.”

A highlight of the season for 
Rossi was the team’s victory 
over Suffield, where both re-
turning and new players con-
tributed to the game’s success.

“Our win was a highlight 
of the season; it was against 
Suffield. At the beginning of 
the game we actually weren’t 

playing as well as we expected 
to. We kind of went in knowing 
that they weren’t that strong of 
a team, so we were expecting 
to do really well, but then we 
started playing and in the first 
quarter they were up,” said 
Rossi. 

She continued, “But then af-
ter, with the help of our bench 
cheering a lot, we really pulled 
it together and we won 12-9. 
That was a game where actu-
ally a lot of new players went 
in, it wasn’t just an all returner 
game. I remember a lot of the 
[Juniors] went in, and many 
of them even started some of 
the quarters. It was just a re-
ally nice feeling to win, it was 
an away game on a Wednesday 
afternoon, so the journey there 
was definitely worth it after 
winning.”

Sofia Smirnov ’22 com-
mended Co-Captain Sveva Ro-
sati ’19 on her leadership and 
outstanding performance in 
the pool, which motivated the 
team this season.

“I think the team was really 
impacted by Sveva’s presence. 
She really took on the leader-
ship role as a captain not only 
by coaching our way through 
practices but also being one 
of our really good friends. As 
a new player she made me feel 
really welcomed, and really 
showed me the best aspects of 
the sport… She would score a 
lot of our goals and often get 
the fastest breaks for our team, 
so she definitely really car-
ried movement throughout the 
pool,” said Smirnov.

The team believes that ex-
perience and development of 

the young team this year will 
translate to a successful season 
next year, according to Sandell.

“Our record I don’t think 
shows how much we improved 
and how well we played. By 
the end of next season, I’m re-
ally excited about what we’re 
going to do. We we’re really 
fighting hard in a lot of the 
games towards the end of the 
season, and some people really 
stepped up in some really ex-
citing ways, so it really gives 
me a lot of hope for what the 
younger players are going to 
do moving forward,” said San-
dell.

For the 2020 season, Mamie 
Wilson ’20, Sandell, and Rossi 
will serve as Co-Captains.

Andover Welcomes Nine New Players to Team
LILLIE COOPER

GIRLSWATERPOLO

Boys Crew Outwork Opponents In A Successful Season

As soon as the gun sounded, An-
dover Boys Crew’s B3 boat pulled 
ahead to build and early lead. Al-
though Phillips Exeter Academy 
began to widen the gap ahead of 
Andover towards the end of the 
race, the team surged ahead and 
gained seats against Kent to earn 
a silver medal at the New England 
Interscholastic Rowing champion-
ships. 

Going into the races, the B1 boat 
was seeded fifth, B2 twelfth, and 
B3 fourth, according to Eric Os-
band ’19. Before the final race, the 
B3 boat was seeded sixth but ul-
timately ended up with a podium 
finish.

Hugo Solomon ’19 said, “Even 
though we were seeded sixth in 
the last race, we came off of the 
start even faster than the last one. 
We came to an early lead again and 
tried to hold it for the majority of 
the piece. Just towards the end, 
Exeter began to walk on us but 
we took a bunch of seats on Kent 

and ended up being able to finish 
in second. It was a really great race 
and everyone was really satisfied 
and really happy.”

Each of the Andover boats 
made the Grand Finals. B3 finished 
with a time of 5:14.728, coming in 
behind Exeter, which finished in 
5:11.160. Kent trailed Andover with 
a time of 5:16.416. 

The B1 boat finished the re-
gatta in sixth place with a time of 
5:07.129. The B2 boat finished in 
fourth place with a time of 5:14.782.

The team began the season with 
two away losses, but rebounded 
with two wins on the Merrimack.  

Co-Captain Nick Demetrou-
lakos ’19 said, “A lot of [current 
Seniors] actually quit before the 
season, but the people that stayed, 
a lot of us had been rowing togeth-
er for four years, and so we really 
knew that it was our last season 
and we basically had nothing to 
lose. The team has been generally 
pretty unsuccessful the past cou-
ple of years that we have been on it, 
so there was no precedent that had 
been set, so we just had to go for it.”

The Andover team is a physical-
ly smaller team with more light-
weight rowers than heavyweights. 
The team harnessed this to moti-
vate themselves, according to Hen-
ry Hearle ’20.

“[Head] Coach [Dale] Hur-
ley said going into the season at 
pre-season that this year we had 
to be ‘crazy stupid,’ meaning that 
we didn’t really have the biggest 
or strongest people this year, or at 
least a lot of them, so we had to be 
crazy stupid to do as well as we had 
been doing with some of the bigger 
crews,” said Hearle.

Demetroulakos noted the im-
portance of outside training for a 
successful crew season. 

He said, “The key with rowing 
as a sport is that it’s not really what 
you do in season but what you do 
out of season, and the fitness that 
you gain out of season, so a lot of 
people on the team essentially 
spent the entire fall and winter 
training for this spring. I think we 
all came in with this attitude of, 
we may not be the fastest people in 
the water in terms of numbers, but 

if we can be the hardest working 
then we can do something great.”

Andover beat St. Paul’s on May 
4 and hit its stride for the rest 
of the season, according to Sam 
Boshar ’19.

Boshar said, “It was a really 
good race and things sort of came 
together for our crew...We were 
racing against a crew that was 
pretty quick themselves. We came 
off the line pretty quickly and we 
didn’t stop and kept pulling away 
for the entirety of the race. It was 
exciting to see the pieces come 
together after early in the season 
when lineups were still kind of in 
the air.”

The team’s motivation and 
commitment to one another was 
particularly apparent in its races 
against Kent and Exeter, two his-
torically strong teams, to whom 
they lost to by four seconds and 2.7 
seconds, respectively. These were 
the smallest margins of defeat that 
the team had had against the teams 
in four or five years, according to 
Demetroulakos.

“We were excited by that be-

cause we knew could beat them 
with some focused work … I would 
say those loses have been tough be-
cause we lost, but also really excit-
ing because we see the potential of 
what we can do if we really go all 
in,” Demetroulakos said.

In anticipation of Neiras, the 
team focused on their stroke.

Demetroulakos said, “It’s all 
about taking as many strokes as we 
can and making those strokes as 
focused as possible. I think there 
is a big difference between just 
sitting in a boat and taking strokes 
and not really thinking about it, 
and being intentional in the chang-
es and the focus you bring to each 
of those strokes… I think it’s really 
important in the next few weeks 
that everyone has a new level of 
focus and new level of intensity to 
push ourselves to row the best.”

The team will be captained by 
Sebastian Frankel ’20 and Adin 
McAuliffe ’20 for the 2020 season.

Editor’s Note: Adin McAuliffe is 
a Commentary Editor for The Phil-
lipian. 

ETHAN WEISSMAN

BOYSCREW

Girls Tennis Claims New England Class A Championship Title

In their sixth straight ap-
pearance in the Nepsac finals, 
Andover Girls Tennis defeated 
Hotchkiss to earn the title of 
New England Class A Champi-
ons on May 19. The team ended 
the season nearly undefeated, 
with a final record of 9-1.

After losing to Hotchkiss in 
the Nepsac finals the year be-
fore, Andover was excited for 
another chance to take on the 

school, according to Co-Cap-
tain Katherine Hu ’19. 

“We lost last year to the same 
team that we beat this year in 
the finals and that was a really 
great moment for us. Winning 
as a team– it was a collective ef-
fort and that really showed how 
far we came,” said Hu. 

Co-Captain Rhea Bhandari 
’19 said, “I feel really great this 
season, and I am very proud of 
how everyone played and sup-
ported each other. I think we all 

played our best tennis when it 
counted, and I’m so happy we 
won Nepsacs.”

This year, Andover focused 
on strengthening its doubles 
games, according to second sin-
gles seed and first doubles seed 
Nicole Lee ’22 and Hu.

Lee said, “Doubles is a real-
ly important part of the sport, 
and given that we play three of 
them in regular season match-
es, we’ve really been focusing 
on that a lot. In practices, we’ve 
been doing a lot of focus drills 
on that. We’ve also experiment-
ed with the [doubles] teams and 
I think that we’ve found ones 
that really do work well.”

Hu said, “I think that this 
year we’ve really focused on 
honing in our double skills and 
playing doubles instead of sin-
gles which pretty much means 
that we have been poaching, 
trying different formations on 
our serves, and trying to win all 
of those doubles points.”

In addition to focusing on 
its technical skills, the team 
worked throughout the season 
to strengthen its mental game, 
which included decision-mak-
ing and mental fortitude, ac-
cording to Bhandari and Head 
Coach Deborah Chase.

Bhandari said, “A big key to 
winning was focusing on one 
point at a time and not think-
ing about the score. For me, I 
sometimes get distracted when 
I am winning, and then end up 
making unforced errors. I like 
to have a routine before each 
point so I can get my head back 

into the game and implement 
what I’ve learned throughout 
the season.”

Chase said, “We focused 
on being intentional in every 
point. That is, knowing what 
choices to make, when and 
why. We wanted to dictate the 
points and to work to control 
our emotions on the court so as 
to stay mentally tough.”

“I think the fight has been 
really great this year. I do be-
lieve that a lot of tennis is men-
tal, so being able to hone in our 
mental abilities [is important]. 
The way that we fought for ev-
ery single point, we never gave 
up hope, and we wanted to win, 
because [we had] a motivating 
factor, and at the end of the day 
who wants it more is important 
in the game of tennis,” said Hu.

While tennis is an individu-
ally-played sport, the members 
of Andover share a deep and 
supportive connection with 
each other, according to Lee 
and Hu.

Lee said, “I think that as we 
spent more time together, our 
bond grew and that increased 
the importance of winning for 
us. Because I’m so close to ev-
eryone now, there’s a steeper 
desire to want to do well, to 
want to contribute and give 
back to the team.”

Hu added, “Winning any-
thing is a collective effort from 
every single person on the 
team. I’m so proud of all of my 
teammates and the girls on the 
team, because we really push 
each other and we were really 

there for each other. When it 
came to beating teams, the girls 
fought really hard every single 
point….I think that we were re-
ally there for each other, cheer-
ing each other on and that real-
ly helped us win.”

Next year, the team looks to 
build upon its strengths, devel-
op its weaknesses, and keep the 
momentum going for another 
winning season in 2020, ac-
cording to Lee. 

Lee said, “Hopefully we can 
continue our great record into 
next season. I know that we 
have three new girls who are 
coming [to Andover next year] 
and will be great additions to 
the team. And for any new play-
ers, I hope that we continue to 
get close and grow together and 
continue to do our best in order 
to succeed in any way possible.”

Bhandari said, “For next sea-
son, I think it would be great to 
focus more on singles and dif-
ferent kinds of shots we could 
hit to mix it up. For instance, 
we could focus more on slic-
es, drop shots and short cross 
court shots to slow down the 
pace.”

Hu said, “I won’t be here 
for next season, but I believe 
that the girls will take the con-
fidence from this season and 
what we’ve learned and contin-
ue that for next season. I know 
that the team will be support-
ive of each other and I think the 
new girls on the team will help 
the team dynamic which is re-
ally helpful for success.”

LUKE BOSHAR

GIRLSTENNIS

M.ZHANG/THEPHILLIPIAN
This season Jackie Rossi ’20 started for Andover Girls Water Polo after joining the team as a Lower last season.

D.OWYANG/THEPHILLIPIAN
Remi Kusaka ’21 competes as the top seed for Andover Girls Tennis. 



June 2, 2019 T h e  P h i l l i p i a n SPORTS F3

Andover Finishes with Nearly Undefeated Regular Season

Defeating Groton in last 
year’s Class A Neitia Cham-
pionships with a score of 4-3, 
Andover Boys Tennis had its 
sights set on a repeat. Entering 
the Championships with a 9-1 
record, Andover lost to Groton 
5-2 in the semifinals. Groton 
went on to lose to Brunswick 
in the finals, a team Andover 
defeated in the regular season. 

According to Head Coach 
Greg Wilkin and Aidan Burt 
’21, the biggest highlight of 
this season came in Andover’s 
tight win over an undefeated 
Brunswick team, last year’s 
Class B champions. 

Coach Wilkin wrote in 
an email to The Phillipian,  
“Brunswick hadn’t lost since 
2017, and in a battle between 
the A and B New England 
Champions… we took it in a 
super close one, with [Hud-
son Elegant ’21] winning the 
decider at fifth singles, com-
ing through in a courageous, 
cool-headed 11-9 super-tie-
breaker. This win put the A Di-
vision back on the map.”

“We’ve never played Bruns-
wick before, and they won 
the Class B championship last 
year, so we knew coming in 
that they were going to be very 
tough and talented. Since they 
moved into Class A this year, 
this match was really to see 
how well we match against 
them, and it turned out to be 
a good match and a really big 
win for us,” added Burt.

According to Burt and Mac 
Katkavich ’21, the team’s per-
formance last year gives the 
team a sense of experience and 

confidence for the upcoming 
tournament.

“Last season, we won the 
tournament at the end of the 
year. This year we were look-
ing to repeat that, of course. 
What really helped is that we 
know a lot about the play-
ers we’re facing and all of the 
challenges that we will face 
along the way. Since we did so 
well last year, we have a lot of 
confidence against some of the 
tougher schools knowing that 
we’ve beat them before,” said 
Burt.

“We played really well last 
year and it’s helpful that our 
team isn’t really that differ-
ent this year. We lost some key 
players, but it’s given a good 
opportunity to some of the 
other players on the team to 
step up and make themselves 
known,” added Katkavich.

This year, a tough schedule 
seemed difficult for Andover 
in the beginning of the sea-
son, but the team has exceeded 
its expectations, according to 
Coach Wilkin.

“We knew from the start 
that our very difficult dual 
match schedule might make 
for defeats that we could de-
fine learning experiences go-
ing into the Neita (team) tour-
nament. As long as we learned 
from defeat and kept a .500 
record, and stayed well-rested 
and healthy, we knew we had 
as good a chance as anybody. As 
it turned out, we have had only 
one loss despite the demand-
ing schedule, pitting us against 
some of the best teams in New 
England,” wrote Wilkin. 

According to Elegant, the 
team was able to achieve suc-

cess despite its accumulation 
of injuries. 

Elegant added, “The team 
was pretty injury ridden this 
year, so the doubles teams were 
constantly mixed up. So, we al-
ways make sure to get a lot of 
reps in with different partners. 
Also, with the injuries, some of 
us had to step up and fill in for 
some of the higher seeds, so 
we’ve been doing pretty well 
with that.” 

The team has devoted a ma-
jority of its attention and ener-
gy to doubles play, as it allows 
the team to begin strong, ac-
cording to Katkavich.

“The biggest thing we’ve 
been focusing on is our dou-
bles. We’ve been trying to get 
a lot of doubles points in. We 
make sure to mix up our pairs 
and play a lot of sets against 
each other. Since we always 
start out with the doubles 
during our matches, it’s im-
portant to get off to a good 
start,” said Katkavich.

Highlights included An-
dover’s comeback matches 
against Milton and Deerfield, 
according to Coach Wilkin.

“Although it wasn’t a deci-
sive match, or even a complet-
ed match, Aidan Burt fought 
back from 0-5 down at second 
singles against Milton: that got 
everybody’s attention and was 
pretty inspiring,” wrote Coach 
Wilkin. 

“The Deerfield match had 
at least three heroes: needing 
four singles wins, we got gritty 
victories from Hayden [Gura 
’20], [Burt], [Co-Captain] Nash 
[Johnson ’20] and [Elegant], 
[Burt’s] being especially brave, 
a 10-8 super-tiebreaker, and 

[Elegant’s] being an absolute 
work of art indoors to decide 
it,” continued Coach Wilkin.

Although Andover will lose 
Co-Captain Sean Kralik ’19, 
Jeffrey McDonnell ’19, and 
Adam Mofid ’20, the team will 
look to stay healthy and im-
prove even more, according to 
Elegant and Coach Wilkin.

“We need to get good prac-
tices in for the remainder of 
this season,” said Elegant. 
“We’re losing three [members 
of the team] next year, but we 
should be fine. The top of our 
lineup is staying next year, so 
we just need to keep that same 
winning mentality and prac-

tice hard over the offseason.”
Coach Wilkin added, “We 

will need to stay well, recover 
from injuries, and tune up our 
doubles combos. For next year, 
the building of body strength, 
hitting power, endurance and 
agility in general for this young 
squad. Racket skills and love 
of the game are already excel-
lent.”

Editor’s Note: Nash Johnson 
’20 is a Copy Editor for The 
Phillipian.

LUCAS KIM

BOYSTENNIS

“Buddy” System Unites Girls Crew Team Across Skill Levels

In its competition against 
Phillips Exeter Academy, the 
Andover G1 boat routed rival 
Exeter by seven seconds. An 
energetic group of rowers has 
propelled Andover G1 to victo-
ries over Brookline, Hingham, 
Tabor, and Exeter. Andover’s 
win against Exeter was a sub-
stantial win as they had lost a 
close race a week earlier to St. 
Paul’s.

Mia Levy ’21 considered the 
race against Exeter on May 11 
to be the team’s best during the 
season. The G1 boat beat Ex-
eter with a time of 5:28.6.

Levy said, “There was a re-
ally strong headwind, so it was 
a very difficult race, but we 
won with open water and the 
race felt really good. We could 
all feel each other pushing and 
we were composed despite the 
headwind and it was a really 
strong race overall.” 

Coxswain Sofia Garcia ’21 
saw the team’s bond as a pos-
itive factor this year. 

“This season has been so 
much fun because the team 
dynamic has been really kind 
and inviting. Our first race 
[against Salisbury] set a really 
good tone for the season with 
a couple of wins, and despite 
close losses against Kent and 
St. Paul’s, we managed to race 
really well and had a great time 
against Exeter the following 
weekend,” wrote Garcia in an 
email to The Phillipian. 

Despite losing multiple Se-
niors from last year’s G1 and 
G2 boats, Andover still had a 
successful season and is work-
ing to build the program back 
up again, according to Levy.

Garcia attributed much of 
the team’s success this year 
to Co-Captains Ina Li ’19 and 
Elaine Irvin ’19. 

“Ina Li and Elaine Irvin 
have been incredible role mod-
els throughout the season and 

make each and every rower 
feel important and valuable 
to the team. I speak for the 
whole team when I say we are 
so grateful to them for the hard 
work, dedication, and kindness 
they bring to the team,” wrote 
Garcia.

As captains, Li and Irvin 
started doing “Crew Buddies,” 
which brought the team closer 
together, according to Levy. 

Levy said, “We have crew 
buddies, so before we race, you 
just give your crew buddy a lit-
tle note in a little gift or snack, 
which is a really great way to 
meet new rowers. The buddies 
are often in different grades, 
which is super cool.”

Along with the addition of 
“Crew Buddies,” Li and Irvin 
have been able to unite the 
team better because they row 
in two different boats, accord-
ing to Levy. Li rows in the G1 
boat while Irvin rows in the G2 
boat. 

The mentality of teamwork 

and togetherness has been key 
for Andover this season, ac-
cording to Irvin. 

Irvin said, “I think the team 
is just really big on the idea of 
unity and togetherness, and 
there’s this huge sense that we 
need to push each other to our 
limits, and all the hard work 
we put in this for everyone else 
on the team. There’s a huge 
sense of community that I re-
ally think is the driving force.” 

According to Irvin, Andover 
places as much importance on 
their top rowers in boats G1, 
G2, and G3, as they do on their 
novice rowers in boats G4, G5, 
and G6. 

Irvin said, “We value every 
single new rower… We want 
lower boats to be succeeding 
before any of the higher boats, 
because we want to build from 
the ground up. If our lower 
boats are not succeeding, then 
nobody else is, and with that 
in mind, I think any new row-
er that walks on has a sense of 

belonging to the team. We try 
to make a huge point of say-
ing that they are just as big a 
member as anyone else on the 
team.” 

With the New England In-
terscholastic Rowing Associ-
ation Championships in sight, 
the girls hope to carry their 
momentum with them. Irvin 
said, “[Our] win against Exeter 
was huge for us. I think it gave 
everybody and boost of confi-
dence and hopefully, we can 
continue that up through the 
[Neira] championships.”

At Neiras, the team enjoyed 
success as each of its Varsi-
ty boats made it to the Grand 
Finals. The team’s G1 boat 
earned fifth place with a time 
of 5:43.030, the G2 boat fifth 
with a time of 5:51.197, and the 
G3 boat sixth place with a time 
of 6:14.914.

The team will be led by fu-
ture Co-Captains Claire Brady 
’20 and Eliza Scheer ’20 for the 
2020 season. 

TOMMY SAVINO

GIRLSCREW

Young Boys Volleyball Roster 
“Driven by Athleticism and Ability to Adapt”

Andover Boys Volleyball fin-
ished its regular season with a 
6-3 record, with victories over 
Choate, Northfield Mount 
Hermon, Beaver, and Wilbra-
ham. The team also finished 
in second place in the annual 
Founding Four New England 
Championship tournament. 

According to Co-Captains 
Clayson Briggs ’19 and Neil 
Simpson ’19, the team’s athlet-
icism and serving allowed it to 
be successful in games.

Briggs said, “Our players 
were pretty young this year. 
Due to this inherent inexpe-
rience, our team was driven 
by athleticism and ability to 
adapt. Much of the season’s 
success can be attributed to 
our team’s big bounces, fast 
feet, and high-quality hands.”

In an email to The Phillipi-
an, Simpson wrote, “Although 
not outstanding at the sea-
son’s mouth, the team had 
some subtly strong serving 
this season by its end. We com-
menced our season’s journey 
a group of brazen brutes who 
smacked the balls out without 
end. However, we made it our 
mission, much like a hamster 
makes it his mission to reach 
the top of the wheel, to inno-
vate, inspire, and immaculately 
serve in.”

Throughout the season, 
Andover worked to improve 
individual skills and create a 
fun team environment in prac-
tice, according to Coach Clyfe 
Beckwith and Erik Glover ’19.

“[This season], raw skills 
were honed, and the timing 
between digs, sets, and hits im-
proved to the degree that mul-
tiple attack options were pos-
sible. Most important is that 
the game has remained fun,” 
wrote Beckwith in an email to 
The Phillipian. 

Glover added, “We’ve done a 
lot of practice, so we’ve gotten 
a lot better at our hitting and 
blocking, and we’re especially 
good at our bouncy block and 
subtle smacks, so those are 
two areas where we improved. 
In practice we focus a lot on 
having fun... We play fun mu-
sic and we play games in the 
court; you have to do pushups 
if you mess something up, and 
everyone will joke around, so I 
think it’s got a very light atti-
tude and feeling to it.”

According to Joe Kacergis 
’19, a highlight of the season 
was the team’s match against 
NMH, in which Andover won 
the fifth and final set 15-7 to 
clinch a 3-2 victory.

Kacergis said, “Our away 
game at NMH was definitely 
an extra exciting experience. 
Being a tough five-set win, our 
vicious victory marked our 

conquering of the Mountain. 
We were down two sets to one 
in the fourth set when a fero-
cious fire flared up in our spir-
its… After that, the mountain 
folk didn’t stand a chance as 
we bombarded bouncing balls 
over the net. We struggled in 
the first half of the game, but 
through our purposeful perse-
verance we prevailed against 
the overwhelming pressure.”

Despite losing to Phillips 
Exeter Academy twice, the 
team demonstrated improve-
ment in both of its matches, 
according to Glover.

“I think this whole season 
has culminated in our final 
tournament against Exeter. 
We’ve had wins and losses 
throughout the season, but 
they’ve been pretty inconse-
quential compared to that. I 
think in our games against Ex-
eter, our two games, we’ve got-
ten better each time and we’re 
prepping for a big final,” said 
Glover.

The leadership of both 
Co-Captains also positively 
impacted and motivated the 
team this season, according to 
Kacergis and Beckwith. 

“Our clever Co-Captain 
Clayson clearly stands out 
as a prominent player on our 
squad. Being a returning player 
this year, his love for this sport 
is sincere. Always wanting to 
help others learn, he stayed 

positive at every turn. Never 
giving into pressure or doubt, 
he was never one to complain 
or pout. Through thick and 
thin he kept the team together, 
and when he goes up for a hit 
he’s as light as a feather. It’s his 
fierce determination to dom-
inate decisively over Exeter’s 
team that pushes us to follow 
our dream,” said Kacergis.

Beckwith wrote, “The cama-
raderie of the group was nur-
tured under leadership of the 
captains especially. The play 
of Clay and Neil in particular 
inspired the younger players 
through skill level, effort, ath-
leticism, and execution.”

According to Glover, Shaw 
Xie ’20 stood out this season 
for his ability to set up his 
teammates.

Glover said, “I think Shaw 
Xie has been probably the 
M.V.P. of the season, his set-
ting is amazing and allows us 
to hit plays. He always sets ‘ze-
ros,’ which are really fast plays 
across the net. So I think he’s 
been probably the best player.”

Despite graduating eight Se-
niors, Glover hopes the young-
er players will carry the team 
forward next season.

Glover said, “This season we 
were worried about losing se-
niors, and I think we will again 
next year, but through amazing 
coaching and team bonding 
through dinners and team runs 

and stuff like that, I think the 
new players learn a lot of great 
skills, so players like Xavier 
[Smith ’22] and Caleb [Black-
burn-Johnson ’22] I think have 
a really strong future on the 
team.”

LILLIE COOPER

BOYSVOLLEYBALL

D.ZHU/THEPHILLIPIAN
Neil Simpson ’19 served as Co-Cap-
tain for Andover Boys Volleyball 
with Clayson Briggs ’19. 

M.ZHANG/THEPHILLIPIAN
Aidan Burt ’21 plays second seed for Andover Boys Tennis. 
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Ultimate Bounces Back From Tough Start to Season

After a rocky start to the 2019 
season with three straight loss-
es, Andover Ultimate finished in 
second place at the  New England 
Prep School Ultimate League 
Championship (Nepsul) tourna-
ment. In addition to its strong fin-
ish in the tournament, Andover 
was the recipient of the Spirit of 
the Game Award – its sixth time 
winning the award in in the 16 
years the award has been given. 
Andover finished with a final re-

cord of 6-5. 
According to Jeffrey Kao ’19 

and Co-Captain Isaiah Lee ’19, 
Andover faced a slow start, initial-
ly struggling to adjust to the new 
roster; however, the team was 
able to finish off strong thanks to 
a range of new talent. 

Kao said, “I think we’ve im-
proved a lot as a team, especially 
the younger players who came 
up from JV or are new to the pro-
gram. I think there has been a lot 
of player development there.”

Lee added, “I think the team 
got off to a little bit of a rough 

start but as the season has gone 
on, people have learned to play 
with each other a lot better. We 
have found our rhythm in the last 
few games. We are a pretty young 
team this year, so I think just get-
ting our new guys in tune in the 
beginning of the season with the 
rest of the team was really im-
portant.”

In its second tournament of 
the season, the team experienced 
a major shift in momentum, ac-
cording to Sebastian Romero ’20.

“In [the Four Rivers] tourna-
ment, we placed third, which was 
a great confidence booster for the 
team. I believe that in that tour-
nament things really began to 
click and we all worked well with 
one another. We all had really 
high intensity and were excited 
which really translated into the 
way we played,” said Romero.

The Four Rivers Tournament 
also gave Andover the chance to 
face teams it had lost to earlier in 
the season and to implement the 
aspects of its game which it had 
previously struggled with, ac-
cording to Kao and Romero. 

Romero said, “We played two 
teams we had initially lost to 
[earlier in the season], but things 
started flowing and our passes 
were connecting well.”

“I think one thing is strategi-
cally we have improved on our 
flow of offense a lot more. Of 
course there is always more work 
to be done but a lot of the down 
field cutters have been work-
ing on making effective cuts and 
thinking two to three throws 
ahead. This reduces crowding 
and makes things a lot more flu-

id which allows us to bolt down 
the field quickly. A lot of what 
allowed us to win was solely peo-
ple improving and picking up on 
how they should play both on the 
offense and defense and having a 
better understanding of the game 
overall,” Kao added. 

The team began with a rocky 
start, falling to Northfield Mount 
Hermon 6-12 on April 6 and later 
losing to Newton North 7-14 on 
April 10. 

The team bounced back to 
defeat Andover High in a scrim-
mage,  but then went on to lose its 
next matches against St. John’s 
Prep 6-15 and Concord-Carlisle 
9-12. 

The team was motivated to 
train harder and compete in its 
first tournament of the season – 
the Neu Spring Tune-Up Tour-
nament at Elm Bank Reservation. 
Although the team fell short once 
again with its record of 1-3 for the 
day, the team won the Spirit of the 
Game Award for its upstanding 
sportsmanship and impressive 
playing. 

To conclude the season, An-
dover entered the league’s end-
of-year championship, Nepsuls, 
with the intention to compete its 
hardest and to leave everything 
it has on the field, according to 
Romero. 

Romero said prior to the tour-
nament, “Everything we have 
been working for has all come 
down to [Nepsuls]. We are going 
to walk into the tournament ex-
cited knowing there are teams 
that we have beaten before and 
ones that we have beat. We are all 
going to leave that behind us and 

just focused on the games that are 
going to be played that day and 
clearing our mind of everything 
else. I hope that with that focus 
we can win.”

New players to the Varsity 
team, Lucas Kim ’21 and Rome-
ro, hope the team will be able to 
quickly build upon the progress it 
made this year. 

“Next year, I hope we can be-
come as good as a team and reach 
our potential quicker because this 
year it took us a bit of time. It took 
us a while to make sure that our 
chemistry is there and that ev-
erything is working together. So 
next year if we can get that go-
ing quicker we can start having a 
fantastic season earlier on,” said 
Romero.

Kim added, “I think we have 
established a really good base of 
players who all know how the 
system works and what they 
should be doing. We did a lot of 
good work this year and if we 
continue to do that next year it 
can only mean good things.”

Although the Captains for next 
year have not been chosen yet, 
Lee hopes for the returners to 
step up to the challenge and take 
charge. 

Lee said, “I have all the faith in 
the Uppers and Lowers who are 
currently on the team as well as 
the [Juniors]. I would say that the 
future of the program is bright, 
I’ve seen every player on the team 
get dramatically better over the 
course of the season. I think the 
kids who will step up to lead the 
team next year will really contin-
ue to grow and be a mentor to the 
newer members.”

NICOLE LEE

ULTIMATE

Andover Golf Completes Season with Winning Record

After graduating half of the its 
players from the 2017-2018 sea-
son, Andover Golf, led by Captain 
Harry Choi ’19, finished the 2018-
2019 season with an 7-6 record. 
According to team member Nolan 
Sun ’21, the team improved after 
building strong team chemistry 
within pairs.

“I think everyone’s been play-
ing well and we’ve exceeded our 
own expectations. We’ve come 
to season knowing that we didn’t 
have a very strong team, but I 
think that everyone has been try-
ing to help each other out and 
I think the team chemistry has 
made our golf game much stron-
ger,” said Sun.  

According to Choi and Ronit 
Gupta ’20, the team improved as 
the season continued, especially 
due to the rough conditions early 
in the season.

“I think that as the weather 
continues to become better, es-
pecially since March, our games 
are coming into form and we’re 
becoming more comfortable. It’s 
tough to play in the spring, be-
cause it’s much colder and peo-
ple are used to playing in the 
summer...But I think people just 
pressing how to hit it under the 
wind and hitting lower shots, and 

also just practicing all around and 
getting more experienced,” said 
Choi. 

Gupta added, “We’ve main-
ly been focusing on maintaining 
consistency. Earlier on in the 
season, we had really bad weath-
er and we really didn’t play well, 
but over the course of the season 
we got more practice time, more 
consistency with the weather. Be-
cause of that, we got better in ev-
ery aspect of the game, specifically 
putting, and hitting the ball off the 
fairway and off the tee.”

Andover’s defeat over Deer-
field at the Deerfield Invitational 
was a highlight of the season, ac-
cording to Yeetang Kwok ’20.

He said, “We had a great run at 
the Deerfield Invitational. It was 
our last tournament of the season. 
Our captain Harry Choi capped 
off his high school career with a 
74. It was our best performance 
of the season. Our team finished 
2nd, besting a strong Deerfield 
team and narrowly losing against 
Exeter.”

According to Coach Brian 
Faulk, Andover was led on the 
leaderboard by Kwok and Choi, 
hitting a -1 71 and a +2 74, respec-
tively. 

According to Gupta and Sun, 
two standout players were Kwok, 
who played first seed for Andover, 
and Choi, second seed. 

“Yeetang Kwok, our number 
one seed, has been playing really 
well. He’s undefeated right now 
and he’s been playing consistent-
ly well this whole season. His 
trademark is that he hits it really 
straight and is able to mentally fo-
cus and keep his composure the 
whole game, something that I ad-
mire greatly,” said Gupta.

“Harry Choi, our team Captain 
this year, really raises the team’s 
morale and keeps everyone going 
even if we’re losing. And Ronit 
Gupta, who’s usually my partner, 
is very helpful in making big deci-
sions of what club I should choose 
to hit or helping me read greens,” 
continued Sun.

Additionally, Coach Faulk and 
Coach Christopher Odden have 
helped the team develop and grow 
as players through their technique 
advice and course-specific tips, 
according to Choi. 

Choi said, “The coaches have 
given some very valuable advice, 
especially with the weather, be-
cause we aren’t really used to 
playing in cold weather...They 
are always giving us suggestions 
on which clubs we should use 
in what weather, and on how to 
play certain shots. I think they’ve 
given a lot of insight and they are 
also very familiar with a lot of the 
courses we’ve played.”

With only three Seniors grad-

uating and a strong, young group 
of players, Andover’s future looks 
bright, according to Choi and 
Gupta.

“I think the team’s really 
rounding into form, and I’m look-
ing forward to the future of the 
team. We have a lot of younger 
guys and experience really helps 
improve your game so I would not 

be surprised at all for them to take 
the next step in their games,” said 
Choi.

Gupta added, “Moving onto 
next year, we have a good, young 
core of Uppers and Lowers re-
turning, so we just have to get 
better as we have throughout this 
year and improve in every aspect 
of the game.

LUCAS KIM

GOLF

Andover Cycling Places Second Overall in NERCL League

Andover Cycling placed sec-
ond overall in the Nercl league 
while finishing first in the Girls 
A division and third in the Boys C 
division. 

Despite welcoming several 
members of the team who were 
new to the sport, Andover had an 
impressive season, according to 
Grace Hitchcock ’20.

Hitchcock said, “Overall, it was 
an awesome season; everyone 
performed super well. We had 
a lot of people join the team this 
year who had never ridden before 
and they all improved exception-
ally throughout the season and 
ended up doing really well.”

According to Co-Captain Abi-
gail Johnson ’19, Andover repeat-
edly demonstrated its depth of 
talent in races over the course of 
the season, especially in the Hol-
derness Road Race on April 24. 

“The team has performed very 
well consistently throughout the 
season. One highlight for me was 
when Andover girls took first, 
second, and third place in Girls 
A and third place in Girls C in 
the Holderness Road Race. It was 
great to see the depth in our team 
given our podium finishes,” said 
Johnson. 

On May 15, Andover travelled 
for its series final, but according 

to Hitchcock, the team had felt 
confident in its standing even be-
fore the event took place due to 
its strong performances in prior 
races.

Hitchcock said, “We already 
[had] a really good idea of where 
we [were] going to place in the 
end. You get double points for 
scoring in the Championships, 
so it [was] still possible for things 
to change, but we were really ex-
cited to just go into it because we 
already knew were going to place 
very high.” 

According to Peter Wu ’22 and 
Johnson, this season the team 
focused on developing both indi-
vidual and team skills. 

“At the beginning of the season 
we worked on short steep climbs 
and power output. This was to 
help manage our power to weight 
ratio. At the end we were focused 
on over and under which was 
being able to sustain a threshold 
pace and still give a very strong 
sprint at the end of the race be-
cause it is often the difference be-
tween places,” said Wu.

Johnson added, “The team has 
worked a lot on learning how to 
ride our best individually but also 
work with our teammates, so we 
can do well in races as a whole.”

Given the Andover’s small 
number of riders, the team grew 
exceptionally close, forming deep 
bonds with each team member, 

according to Wu. 
“I would say cycling is very dif-

ferent from other sports because 
the team is so small you can actu-
ally talk to the coaches and cap-
tains a lot. It feels a lot more like 
a family because you know every 
personally on the team. The cy-
cling team allows you to develop 
deeper connections that I have 
appreciated,” Wu said. 

Hitchcock and Johnson attri-
bute part of the team’s success to 
this strong team dynamic.

Johnson said, “The team dy-
namic is incredibly positive and 
friendly. Though cycling has a 
strong individual aspect, it is very 
much a team sport. We train to-
gether, go to all races together, 
and can work with each other 
during the races as well, so we’ve 
been able to bond well as a team.”

Hitchcock added, “I think 
honestly all of us have so much 
fun training. We enjoy going off 
campus on a warm, beautiful, 
sunny day, and putting on 25 to 
30 miles on a bike. We all love, as 
much of a pain it is to be indoors, 
the camaraderie of it. That makes 
it a lot easier for all of us to put in 
the hard work to be really good 
and become successful.”

Looking forward, Johnson 
hopes the cycling program to 
continue to grow and gain more 
recognition as a sport around 
campus,

Johnson said, “I hope that the 
program continues to gain more 
visibility. Many people have nev-
er heard of the cycling program, 
but it is one of the most tight knit, 
unique and fun sports offered at 
Andover.”

According to Hitchcock, the 
team hopes to continue to im-
prove upon the areas it focused 
on this season and keep its mo-
mentum going into the coming 
years. 

Hitchcock said, “In compar-
ison to last year, next season we 

are going to have a lot more re-
turning riders which will be great 
because we already have a strong 
foundational base in that case. I 
think we can push ourselves even 
harder next year in terms of train-
ing. There are definitely some ar-
eas where others schools’ riders 
are a bit stronger than us. I think 
if we can focus on that for next 
year we will continue the great 
success we showed this year.”

NICOLE LEE

CYCLING

D.OWYANG/THEPHILLIPIAN
Co-Captain Isaiah Lee ’19 served primarily as a handler for Andover Ulti-
mate this season. 

S.ZHANG/THEPHILLIPIAN
Grace Hitchcock ’20 (left) placed first in five of her seven races this season. 

O.TUNG/THEPHILLIPIA
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COURTESY OF HARRY CHOI

Captain Harry Choi ’19 has been a member of the Andover Golf Team since 
his Junior year. Before coming to Andover, Choi’s main sport was baseball.



June 2, 2019 T h e  P h i l l i p i a n SPORTS F5

Climbing the Ladder 

     VER THESE PAST FOUR       
    years as an athlete at An-

dover, I have captained both  
Girls Volleyball and Girls Track 
& Field teams, been a four year 
Varsity letter-winner for both 
sports, and served a member 
of Andover Girls Squash team. 
As Captain of the 2018 season 
Volleyball team, we reached 
the quarterfinals of the Nep-
sac Division I championships 
and I was named M.V.P. for the 
season. As captain of Track & 
Field, I’ve been champion of 
the javelin event at the Nep-

sta Division I Interscholastic 
competition and been apart of 
the team’s four-peat win. But 
beyond this list of achieve-
ments, there 
is so much 
more to my 
story.

One of my 
most notable jour-
neys at Andover has been 
my movement from the JV2 
squash team my Junior year 
to the Varsity team my Se-
nior year. When I picked up 
squash my ninth grade year, I 
had come into the sport with-
out even knowing what squash 
was — growing up, I had only 
ever played volleyball at a 
rigorously competitive level 
while occasionally dabbling 
in other sports. What equip-
ment would I need? How 
do I hold a racquet? Where 
to hit the ball? More im-
portantly, what exactly was 
squash? These were the ques-
tions I found the answers to 
while participating in my first 
season of squash on the JV2 
team. 

During my Lower and Upper 

years, I continued to develop 
my game by seeking out every 
opportunity I had to play and 
learn the tactics of the game. 
I developed a fascination with 

PSA SQUASHTV on YouTube 
and found myself hitting 

balls in one of four courts 
in my hometown for 
hours over the summer. 
Yet, the most memora-

ble part of my journey was not 
just the development of my 
skills. It was through squash 
that I continued to evolve my 
definition of teammate: being 
an effective and contributing 
teammate doesn’t necessarily 
mean being the most skilled on 
the court or winning the most 
games. It’s also about show-
ing up for my teammates by 
coming to practice to work my 
hardest, playing my heart out 
during games, or even acting 
as team cheerleader so that the 
team as a whole grows. I con-

stantly ask myself what I can 
do better and what I can do 

for my team, and I do this 
because I have found 

teammates that I will 
always carry with me 

as a part of my story and I hope 
some of me will always be a 
part of someone else’s story. 

Looking back, playing 
sports at Andover while also 
growing up at Andover really 
showed me what it means to 
develop character, sportsman-
ship, and friendship — there 
have been countless moments 
where I have learned to be a 
better teammate, leader, and 
friend because of our school 
sports culture. We cheer for 
Andover, exude Big Blue spirit, 
and compete at an extremely 
high level. I can confident-
ly say that at Andover, and in 
part because of Andover ath-
letics, I found strength in my 
character, I found the extent of 
my leadership skills, I found a 
family in my teammates, and I 
am a better person because of 
this. 

In memory of three teams 
at Andover that have changed 
my life, I will “Dig Deep” (vol-
leyball) when I face hardship, 
“Deserve to Win” (squash) by 
earning my way, and not settle 
for 50 but push for “51” (track). 

SERENA LIU

“Henry Rogers Made Varsity”

ATHLETE REFLECTIONS

             Y ANDOVER ATHLETIC  
          experience began before I 
even started school at Andover. 
The summer before my Junior 
year, I showed up to the soccer 
team’s Team Prep Camp in Cas-
co, Maine, knowing absolutely 
no one and not having a clue as 
to what I should expect, both 
from Andover and Andover Soc-
cer. I was as nervous as I’d ever 
been when I walked over to the 
Andover cabins: I didn’t know 
where I should put my stuff, I 
didn’t know who I could talk to, 
and I began to doubt whether or 
not I should even be there.

As I walked up, Will Rapha-
el ’18 – a Lower at the time who 
would eventually become my 
Captain during my Upper year 

– pulled away from a group of 
his friends to introduce himself 
to me and my mother and show 
me where I could make my bed 
and put all of my belongings. 
He introduced me to other kids 
on the team, talked to me about 
what Andover and Prep Camp 
were like, and made an effort to 
make sure that I, a lost, 14 year 
old Junior, felt at home as soon 
as I had joined the community 
of Andover soccer. To this day, 
I remember his actions and that 
first week at Prep Camp as my 
introduction to what Andover 
athletics are all about. 

Looking back, I wasn’t a 
very good soccer player when 
I showed up on campus. I had 
played for much of my life at a 
decently high level, but I was 
completely unprepared for the 
physicality and quality of the 
Varsity team. Much to my disap-
pointment, I didn’t even make 
the JV1 team my Junior year 
and spent the season with the 
JV2 team. I was angry and con-
fused as to why the work that I 
had put in for much of my life 
to try to become good at a sport 
had been for naught, and I was 
frustrated that I was in a place 
where the level had been raised 
so much that I couldn’t compete 
at the highest level…or even the 
second highest level. It was a 

humbling experience, but one 
that changed me for the better. 
I had to learn that I had to work 
even harder to try and reach the 
level that I wanted to compete 
at. 

That JV2 team was one of my 
favorite teams that I have ever 
played on. It was a mix of Low-
ers and Juniors, soccer players 
and non-soccer players: those 
like me who were frustrated not 
to have made a higher team and 
those who were simply playing 
to fulfill an athletic credit. We 
were a group that came together 
every practice and every game 
to have a good time and to suc-
ceed, which we did, winning al-
most every game of that season. 
I made some of my best friends 
at this school on that team, two 
of whom, Charlie Murphy ’19 
and Gottfried Ofori ’19, I ended 
up becoming roommates with 
later on. 

It was not until my Upper 
year that I made the Varsity soc-
cer team. The day that I made 
the team was one of the hap-
piest of my time at Andover. 
I felt as though all of my work 
had finally been rewarded and 
that I could now finally try and 
prove myself. Pulling on the An-
dover jersey for the first time 
and walking out onto Smoyer 
Field for our first game is some-

thing that I’ll never forget. I was 
proud to play for that team, and 
to be elected Co-Captain with 
Max Levi ’19 for my Senior sea-
son after not making the team 
for two years was an honor. We 
may not have always got the 
wins we wanted, especially this 
past season, and I may not have 
had an easy time early on in the 
soccer program, but I’ll always 
remember Andover soccer as a 
family and I’m forever thank-
ful for all the teammates and 
coaches that affected my life for 
the better. 

My experience with Ando-
ver lacrosse has, in many ways, 
been even stranger than that 
with soccer. After my family 
moved to Bahrain for two years,  
I came back to live in America 
in seventh grade and picked up 
lacrosse to keep me in shape for 
soccer. I’ve always had fun with 
it, but I’ve never taken it partic-
ularly seriously. I played JV for 
my first two years here before, 
by some miracle, I managed 
to make the Varsity team as an 
Upper as, almost definitely, the 
worst player on the team. I bare-
ly saw the field, for good reason, 
and spent much of the season 
trying to get better in practice. 
Although I knew that I wasn’t 
very good at lacrosse, it was still 
tough to be on a team with 
a bunch of guys going to 
college for it and feeling 
like I couldn’t keep up. 
But what made it all worth 
it were my teammates, espe-
cially leaders like Lar-
son Tolo ’18, the likes of 
whom made me want to 
compete and to put in 
the work.

In possibly the strangest 
turn of events I have ever ex-
perienced, I was elected As-
sisstant Captain of the la-
crosse team for my Senior 
season. When I found out, 
I felt somewhat freaked out. 
How was I supposed to help 
lead a team when I myself 
was far from one of the best 
players on the team, let 
alone someone who got 

any kind of consistent playing 
time? This season has taught 
me to know my role and that I 
can try to impact my teammates 
not by making highlight-reel 
plays but rather by trying to be 
a leader in every other aspect of 
the game – the locker room, the 
practice field, the sideline, and, 
occasionally, the field.

I have loved and have been 
honored to be involved with 
Andover athletics in any way. 
Not only have my experiences 
introduced me to some of the 
best friends and teammates I 
could have imagined, but they 
have also taught me important 
lessons. I’ve learned what it’s 
like to be humbled, to handle 
disappointment, to work hard 
and persevere, and, ultimately, 
what it’s like when all that work 
comes together. I am grateful 
for the good and the bad, the 
4-1 win against Loomis Chafee 
under the lights and the 9-8 
blown-game loss to Exeter, the 
days I was cut and the days I 
made my teams, the JV years 
and the Varsity years alike. It’s 
been an honor to represent An-
dover, and it’s been an honor to 
play with every teammate I’ve 

had and under every 
coach I’ve played 
for: the lessons that 

they have taught 
me are some that 
I hope that I 

never forget. 
Thank you, 
Andover.

HENRY ROGERS

Big Dawgs Keep on Eating

D R E A M E D  A B O U T 
captaining Andover Girls 

Soccer since the fifth grade. 
Lisa Joel, my coach, mentor, 
and second mother, was also 
the coach of my town soccer 
team that year. Her daughters 
and I were on the same team, 
and we would frequently at-
tend soccer games at Andover 
to be ball girls. I remember the 
first A/E game I went to, and I 
specifically remember the en-
ergy in the crowd as the girls 
soccer team showed Exeter 
who the better Phillips Acad-
emy is. Since that day, I knew 
I wanted to play soccer at this 

school, for this team, and most 
importantly, against Exeter.

Being the only member of 
the class of 2019 my Lower 
year on the team, I began the 
season worried about what my 
place on the team would be. It 
was especially awkward when 
Lisa would take photos of each 
class, something she tends to 
do a lot for some reason – the 
five Juniors, five Uppers, 12 
Seniors, and Elise, the sole 
Lower. I learned to embrace 
my position on the team, and 
quickly settled into my new-
est family. One of my favorite 
memories from the 2016 sea-
son is when Lisa told me I was 
starting alongside ten other 
Seniors. I kid you not, I almost 
threw up before we even took 
the field, I was so nervous. Af-
ter that I never doubted why I 
was on the team - clearly Lisa 
and the rest of the team had 
some faith in me as an athlete. 
I looked up to each of those 12 
Seniors and cried so much af-
ter their Senior game. To GVS 
2016 – thank you for taking me 
in and making me feel loved 
and capable.

GVS fall 2017 was a huge 
shift. Losing 12 Seniors was 

e x t r e m e l y 
stressful. We 
basically had 
an entirely new 
starting lineup 
and a bunch 
of new play-
ers, including 
my very own 
C o - C a p t a i n 
to be, Allison 
Zhu ’19. I had 
to quickly take 
on the role as 
a leader in the 
midfield, and 
found myself closer 
to my teammates than 
ever before. Honestly, 
the entire 2017 sea-
son was a blur, 
as was most 
of Upper year, 
but I do vivid-
ly remember 
crying more 
than the five 
Seniors after their 
senior game. So to GVS 
2017 – thanks for giving me 
the opportunity to lead and 
become way too emotionally 
attached to thosefive Seniors 
while strengthening my bond 
with the underclassmen.

Then, for fall of 2018, Al-
lison and I became Co-Cap-
tains to a group of 21 incred-
ibly talented, hardworking, 
hilarious, and loving girls. We 
considered ourselves mama 

big dawgs to all of our baby 
big dawgs, something 

that has not changed 
and probably will 

never change. This 
season for me was 
significantly less 
about the soccer and 
more about being 
with my team. From 
chasing mice out of 
a cabin filled with 30 
screaming girls in Cas-
co, Maine, to driving 
eight separate times to a 
sweatshirt shop 20 min-
utes away for apparel, 
and to crying more 

than I have ever cried 
in my life at our Se-

nior game, I have 
cherished every 

single moment 
of this season. 
I will miss 
the cuddle 
p u d d l e s , 
the walks to 
Graves Field, 

the sing-alongs and naps on 
bus rides, the team huddles, 
the psyches- especially USA 
and camo- and seeing a group 
of my favorite faces at Andover 
every single day more than I 
can begin to describe. 

I would like to thank Allison 
(or as I know her, zhuzhu) for 
being my ride or die, my shoul-
der to cry on, my co-parent, 
and one of my biggest support-
ers. I know you will do incred-
ible things, and I will miss you 
dearly.

To Lisa and Noureddine – 
you were easily two of the best 
coaches I have ever had. Lisa, 
I will miss sitting in the back 
of your car or on the couch 
in your office and talking 
about anything and every-
thing. You have been there for 
me through it all, and I am so 
lucky to have you as my role 
model and friend.

And lastly, to past and fu-
ture GVS teams – thank you for 
being part of the experience of 
a lifetime that has shaped me 
into the person I am today. 

O.TUNG/THEPHILLIPIA

N

C.W

AGGONER/THE PHIL
LIP

IA
N

ELISE MACDONALD

D.ZHU/THEPHILLIPIA

N

M

A.MACAYA/THEPHILLIPIAN
When Henry Rogers ’19 made Varsity after playing JV2 his Junior Year, his dormmates, teammates, and friends 
supported him at his home game. 
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A dedicated two-sport 
athlete since middle school, 
Emily Batchelor ’19 has since 
had a successful career at An-
dover, competing on the An-
dover Field Hockey and Girls 
Ice Hockey teams for all four 
of her years at Andover, as well 
as being a Co-Captain for the 
hockey team this year. 

Hailing from Sherborn, 
Mass., Batchelor quickly fell in 
love with the sport of hockey 
and began competitively play-
ing on a club team in middle 
school. 

Batchelor said, “[It is] fast 
paced and there is not much 
stoppage, so it’s super exciting 
and there is a lot of back and 
forth and a lot of adrenaline 
runs through because some-
thing is always happening.”

She later began to play for a 
club field hockey team, which 
she picked up quickly due to 
the skills she had acquired 
through ice hockey.

“When I first started taking 
field hockey seriously it trans-
lated pretty directly in terms 
of hand-eye connection and 
speed. I think playing hockey 
when I was younger helped 
me become a better field hock-

ey player because I was better 
to move the ball better because 
of the training I had had for 
hockey,” said Batchelor.

On the field hockey and ice 
hockey teams, Batchelor plays 
in a central position as a mid-
fielder on the grass and a cen-
ter on the ice, allowing her to 
contribute on both ends by us-
ing her speed and awareness, 
according to her coaches.

Field Hockey Head Coach 
Kate Dolan said, “As a mid-
fielder she played a key role 
in our offense, defense, transi-
tion game as well as our offen-
sive corners and unfailingly, 
she provided a spark or pivotal 
play to help the team be suc-
cessful.”

“One of the things 
that stands out about 
Emily is that she is one of 
the rare athletes who is fast-
er with the puck or ball than 
she is without it.  She has im-
pressive acceleration and can 
create opportunities for her 
teams by creating time and 
space, and she knows when 
and where to move the ball 
or puck. She has also become 
a better communicator on her 
teams, which plays a huge 
role in our success,” wrote 
Girls Varsity Ice Hockey Head 
Coach Martha Fenton in an 
email to The Phillipian. 

Batchelor said, “Being a 
midfielder and center, I’ve 
been able to contribute on 
both sides, and it’s pretty re-
warding to help get your team 

out of the defensive zone and 
get on a fast break, and it’s al-
ways good feeling to make a 
good pass to your teammate 
who goes and scores.”

Because she entered An-
dover as a Junior, Batchelor 
credits the upperclassmen on 
her teams for helping to make 
the adjustment to the new 

school smooth.
“I feel very lucky to have 

been a part of both teams since 
my freshman year. It helped 
me adjust to Andover very well 
and I had 20 other girls to help 
me figure out Andover a little 
bit… Before Andover, I had 
never really had teams as close 
as the ones here. When I was 

a [Junior], I was taught lead-
ership by my teammates, and 
I do my best to emulate what 
the girls who came before my 
taught me and help the young-
er girls on the team feel as wel-
come as I did,” Batchelor said. 

Additionally, Batchelor cites 
her coaches for teaching her 
how to be a strong leader.

“Getting to play for Kate and 
Martha is something so special 
because they care so much 
about the sport..They make 
me want to be a better player 
and love the game even more. 
They have taught me to be a 
really good teammate and play 
for the other girls, which was 
something that I wasn’t really 
shown in middle school and el-
ementary school.”

According to Batchelor, her 
teammates not only inspire 
her to work harder on the 
field, but the bonds they have 
formed on the field and in the 
rink have grown into some of 
her strongest friendships here 
at Andover.

“Throughout my life I have 
gotten to meet so many differ-
ent people playing the sports 
and especially here at Ando-
ver. The teams here are in-
credible, I love all the girls, 
and they make me want to 
play harder for everyone 
and give it my all. Playing 
on the team is something 
special here at Andover 
and the girls on the team 
have become my best 
friends.”

Batchelor looks forward 
to being on a team yet again 

at Williams College where 
she will play field hockey at 

the collegiate level.
“I’m super excited for col-

lege because I can’t wait to 
be back on the field and be on 
a team. Andover has set the 
bar pretty high for sports and 
teammates, so I am excited, 
and I miss it a lot. I’m excited 
to continue next year in col-
lege to be back on a team and 
play every day,” said Batchelor.

Jackson Emus ’19 Brings “Competitive Fire” 
to Basketball and Baseball

Having played basketball 
and baseball since he was six 
and seven years old, 6’6” Jack-
son Emus ’19 has developed a 
skill set that has allowed him 
to compete on both Andover 
Boys Basketball and Andover 
Baseball. 

Emus played center and 
power forward for basketball, 
and pitched and played first 
base for baseball.

During his time at Andover, 
Emus helped lead Andover 
Baseball team to two champi-
onship appearances and one 
win. He also helped Andover 
Basketball achieve the best re-
cord in the Andover coaching 
tenure of Head Coach Terrell 
Ivory ’00. He will continue to 
play baseball at Princeton Uni-
versity.

According to Emus, his par-
ents have been instrumental in 
his success.

“I don’t know if I could pin-
point a specific role model for 
the sports, but my main role 
models would be my parents 
because they support me and 
encourage me to pursue what-
ever I’m passionate in” Emus 
said.

According to Emus’s coach-
es and teammates, he made a 
great impact with his physi-

cality and skill. As a baseball 
player, Emus is especially im-
pactful as a pitcher, but also at 
the plate.

Baseball teammate Peter 
Ling ’20 said, “On the field, 
[Emus] is a huge impact be-
cause he’s our number one 
pitcher and he’s our first base-
man. So he’s either pitching 
and striking guys out or he’s 
playing first and hitting, I 
don’t know what his batting 
average is but it’s really high, 
so on the field he’s always con-
tributing in so many different 
ways.”

Andover Baseball Head 
Coach Kevin Graber added, 
“Kids in baseball who are that 
big sometimes aren’t as athlet-
ic or don’t move as well, but 
Jackson is an athlete: he can 
play first base, he can play the 
outfield, he could play the in-
field if we needed him to. He’s 
our best pitcher, he’s a switch 
hitter too.”

According to basketball 
teammate Co-Captain Dallion 
Johnson ’20, Emus stands 
out because of the pairing 
of his sports, and is an 
inspirational force 
on the team.

“He plays 
Varsity basket-
ball and baseball. 
Not many people are 
able to do that. If you ever see 
him on the court, he will be 
throwing down some monster 
dunks...Overall, when I really 
think about it, nobody is doing 
it like Jackson. I really look up 
to him and treat him like a big 
bro,” Johnson continued.

According to his teammates 
and coaches, his skill stems 
from his competitive spirit and 
superior work ethic.

Baseball Co-Captain Tristan 
Latham ’19 said, “I love Jack-
son. Not only is he one of the 
most talented guys on our 
team, but he is consistently 
one of the most hard-work-
ing. He pushes me to be better 
every day and I thank him for 
that.”

According to his teammates, 

Emus is a powerful presence 
on the field and court not only 
because of his skills, but also 
because of his personality.

Ling said, “So Jackson and 
I lived in the dorm last year 
together… And 

he was always someone who 
I wanted to hang out with 
because he’s a super fun guy 
and he’s interested in a lot of 
things. And then he’s a smart 
kid. He takes care of his school 
work really well and that’s an-
other thing that inspires the 

rest of the team. He’s not 
just an athlete. He’s more 

than that. He’s someone 
who will always have a 

smile on his face and 
he’s just a great guy to 

be around.”
Latham add-

ed,  “Jackson has 
been one of my 
best friends over 
the last few years 
and he makes me 
a better person 
and player. He’s a 
tremendous base-
ball player with a 
bright future but 
more important-
ly he’s an awe-
some guy.”

Emus works 
to give full effort 

at all times his 
teams achieve their 

goals.
“Both on the court 

and on the baseball field, 
the biggest thing that I do is I 

compete every second that I’m 
out there and I give 110 percent 
and I’m prepared to do what-
ever it takes to help the team 
win,” Emus said. “I think my 
biggest strength is that when 
I’m in a big spot in a game I 
don’t let the moment get to 
big for me and I think I’m very 
confident in my ability and I 
always have confidence in my-
self in my teammates.”

Basketball teammate Mar-
cus Filien PG’19 added, “His 
work ethic is second to none. 
He comes in early and leaves 
late, always wanting to be 
better than he was the previ-
ous day. He works very hard 
at what he does and is part of 
why he is successful.”

At the Annual Senior Ath-
letic Awards Banquet in May, 
Emus was awarded the Ray-

mond T. Tippett Memorial 
Award. According to the An-
dover Athletics Facebook page, 
the prize is “Awarded annually 
to a Senior member of the Var-
sity Football or Baseball team 
whose loyalty, courage, and 
modesty exemplify the charac-
ter of Ray Tippett and the best 
traditions of Andover athletics. 
Established in 1962 by mem-
bers of the class of 1945 for a 
prize in memory of their class-
mate, Raymond T. Tippett.”

According to Emus, the 
sports programs at Andover 
are especially unique because 
the boarding atmosphere pro-
motes closeness within teams.

“I think what’s awesome 
about all sports programs 
here is just that it’s a board-
ing school environment so 
we’re always surrounded by 
our teammates and I think that 
kind of environment, espe-
cially with the basketball and 
baseball team really breeds a 
lot of close relationships be-
tween the teammates. It really 
builds some great friendships 
that way and I’ll always look 
back fondly on my time with 
both the basketball and base-
ball teams” Emus finalized.

Emus’s teammates and 
coaches will miss him for 
the friendships he made, the 
strikes he threw, his work eth-
ic, and the championship that 
he helped Andover win.

Emus will continue his 
baseball career as a pitcher 
and first baseman at Princeton.

Emus said, “I think it’ll defi-
nitely be challenging adapting 
to a new place. In my three 
years here I’ve just grown re-
ally comfortable here and I 
just consider my home. It’ll 
be a welcomed challenge get-
ting into a new routine, getting 
into the fold with new group 
of guys, the new team and just 
trying to be successful at the 
next level.”

Editor’s Note: Peter Ling is 
an Advertising Editor for The 
Phillipian. 

LUKE BOSHAR

Field Hockey and Ice Hockey Star Since Junior Year, 
Emily Batchelor ’19 Finds Success Through Her Teammates

ETHAN WEISSMAN

S.BAHNASY/THEPHILLIPIAN
Jackson Emus ‘19 pitches for An-
dover Baseball and plays center for 
Andover Basketball. 

S.BAHNASY/THEPHILLIPIAN

Emily Batchelor ’19 served as 
Co-Captain for Andover Girls 
Hockey this season. 
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A tri-varsity athlete in Wa-
ter Polo, Swimming, and Vol-
leyball since he enrolled at 
Andover as a new Lower, Neil 
Simpson ’19 has established 
himself as an encouraging and 
hardworking team member 
and leader. Simpson served as 
Captain in each of his three 
sports this year. 

While at Andover, Simpson 
has been a member of three 
New England championship 
teams in swimming; he was 
Captain of this year’s East-
erns championship-winning 
swim team; he was selected to 
be on the First Team All-New 
England Water Polo team; and 
he has broken records in the 
200-Meter Medley Relay, the 
200-Meter Individual Medley, 
the 100-Meter Breastroke, 
and the 400-Meter Free-
style Relay. 

At the Annual Senior 
Athletic Awards Banquet in 
May, Simpson was awarded 
the Phelps Award, given in 
honor of students athletes 
who display sportsman-
ship, loyalty, humili-
ty, and commit-

ment to the success of other. 
According to Simpson, it 

was not challenging for him 
to play and Captain all three 
sports during his time at An-
dover because of similarities 
that connect each sport. 

“I didn’t find it was too hard 
to balance playing the three 
sports... Being in the water 
during water polo prepared 
me for swim season. Swim-
ming got my legs nice and 
strong for volleyball season, so 
each sport just builds upon the 
previous one,” said Simpson. 

Simpson scored 93 goals in 
Water Polo this year and was 
voted to be on the First Team 
All-New England by coaches 
in the Nepsac league. 

During swim season, Simp-
son was a member of the nation-
al record-setting 200-Short 
Course Medley Relay team 
and a member of other New 
England, school, Easterns, 
and pool record-setting relays 
and record-setting individu-
al swims. He also surpassed 
All-American standards au-
tomatically in the 200-Meter 
Individual Medley, 100-Meter 
Breaststroke, 200-Meter Med-
ley Relay, 400-Meter Freestyle 
Relay and for consideration in 
the 200-Meter Freestyle Relay.

According to Volleyball 
Head Coach Clyfe Beckwith, 
Simpson has been one of the 
volleyball team’s strongest set-
ters in its history.

According to Simpson, he 

appreciates that water polo 
combines elements of other 
sports with which he has had 
experience, like rugby, swim-
ming, and volleyball. 

“[Water polo] groups ele-
ments from so many different 
sports. Growing up, I played a 
lot of rugby, and I was also at 
the pool all of the time, and it 
includes so many aspects of 
both of those sports...It brings 
in so many elements of so many 
sports, just getting up high like 
in volleyball. The arm swing is 
very similar to the arm swing 
from volleyball. Eggbeater [in 
water polo] is identical to a 
one leg breaststroke kick,” said 
Simpson. 

According to Water Polo and 
Swimming Head Coach David 
Fox and Water Polo Co-Cap-
tain Eric Osband ’19, Simpson 
is an asset for the water polo 
team’s offensive and his hard-
work is always evident. 

Osband said, “He has an 
incredibly hard shot. It’s just 
like a freaking cannon. It’s in-
sane – it’s like a missile. It goes 
so straight. He definitely likes 
to shoot a lot, and he’s great at 
it, but he doesn’t always just 
take shots. He’s definitely not 
a ball-hog.”

“Neil has been a key offen-
sive threat throughout his 
three years on the water polo 
team… His primary develop-
ment, from my view, came at 
the end of September of his 
final season: Neil realized that 

the team, overall, played 
better the more he became 
a passer rather than a scor-
er. (He still ended up just 
missing Andover’s all-time 
scoring record held by Rush 
Taylor ’96),” wrote Fox in 
an email to The Phillipian. 

According to swim team-
mate Max Hunger ’20, 

Simpson continuously leads 
the team with his dedica-

tion to hard work and 
he dedicates a lot 

of time to im-
proving his 

weaknesses, 
according 

to Fox. 

“Neil is definitely the great-
est leader-by-example I have 
ever seen. He is someone who 
will not necessarily get your 
attention by screaming and 
yelling at you, but you will 
definitely be inspired to 
work harder and rise to 
new levels by watching 
him put-in the work 
required to reach 
his goals,” said 
Hunger. 

In volleyball, 
Simpson values 
the athleticism 
required and 
how every point 
is played “in-
the-moment.” 

“I like that vol-
leyball is just about 
pure athleticism. It’s 
funny; for volleyball, 
there’s often not an ac-
tual right way to do some-
thing. There are so many 
correct ways to basically 
score points in volleyball, 
because that’s kind of the 
point, and so what’s so great 
about that is that you get so 
much variation because peo-
ple just go on the court and 
be athletic,” said Simpson. 

Simpson is one of the 
most talented setters in the 
team’s history, according 
to Coach Beckwith. In this 
season alone, Simpson has 
set 198 point-ending balls.

“Neil’s setting is re-
markable and distinguish-
es him among the best set-
ters in [Volleyball] history; 
he makes athletic plays 
recovering poorly passed 
balls, he makes excellent 
choices in distributing sets 
to team mates who are in 
the ideal situation to convert 
the strongest attack,” wrote 
Beckwith in an email to The 
Phillipian. 

According to Simpson, he 
has learned that he needs to 
push himself to be the best 
athlete he can be in each sport 
because there are always other 
athletes working just as hard. 

“The biggest thing I’ve 
ever learned about a sport is...
there’s always someone out 
there who’s tougher than you, 
who’s working harder than 
you, and will be better than 
you...I know there will al-
ways be someone tougher and 
someone who works harder 

than me, and I think it’s just 
up to all of us as athletes to 
aspire to that level of com-
mitment,” said Simpson.

I.LEE/THEPHILLIPIAN
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Neil Simpson ’19 served as tri-varsity 
captain for Boys Water Polo, Swim-
ing & Diving and Volleyball.

Neil Simpson ’19 Dedicates His Total Focus to Each Sport He Plays
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Ora Cullen ’19 Cannot Imagine Life Without “Twisting Through the Air”

After coming to Andover as 
a new Lower from Paris, Ora 
Cullen ’19 picked up diving 
and crew for the first time so 
ze could have the experience 
of competing for a team. 

Growing up, Cullen compet-
ed in gymnastics, and started 
diving because it had similar 
motions to gymnastics. Since 
beginning these sports, Cullen 
captained diving in zey Senior 
Year and now rows on G1. Cul-
len has proven zey strong ath-
letic talents over the course of 
zey three years at Andover. 

Cullen rows either star-
board or port for the Ando-
ver Crew team. Beginning 
the sport because zey child-
hood friend encouraged zey 
to do so, Cullen has learned 
what it takes to be a successful 
teammate in a grueling sport 
and how to push past the phys-

ical pain. 
Cullen said, “During the 

first couple of weeks, since it 
was so new and inviting and 
is mentally challenging, there 

was a certain personal drive, 
but after that because the 
physical pain so far outweighs 
just pulling for yourself, it’s 
really all about my teammates, 
and getting to pull for them.”

“Andover Crew has defi-
nitely taught me about the 
team aspect of sports. I get to 

physically push myself for 
other people knowing that 
they are doing the same for 
me. That love and care that 
can come from such a self-
less place, even if we’re not 

best friends off the water, is 
something I have learned,” 

continued Cullen.
Cullen has proved zeyself 

as a hardworking teammate. 
Ze works at upholding the 
standards of the Andover Crew 
team and works to cultivate a 
welcoming environment 
to all rowers, according 
to Sofia Garcia ’21. 

Garcia said, “Ze is one 
of the hardest working 
people I know, and does 
everything with so much 
integrity and pride.  Ze 
also brings incredible 
kindness to the team, and 
puts sincere effort into culti-
vating a supportive and 
loving culture on the 
team. I love coxing Ora 
because ze is always fo-
cused and ready to make 
the changes ze needs to 
to make the boat faster… 
and will stop at nothing 
for a win.”

As the captain of the diving 
team, Cullen utilizes the skills 
ze has learned to help newer 
athletes. Cullen enjoys diving 
because although there is no 
gymnastics team at Andover, 
ze is able to apply the same 
skills ze has learned from gym-
nastics to diving. 

“I had been a gymnast back 

in Paris, and I figured that my 
skills would transition well. 
Plus, I couldn’t imagine a life 
where I didn’t get to spend at 
least some of my time upside 
down, flipping and twisting 
through the air”

Cullen’s diving skills allows 
ze to motivate those around 
zey even when zey teammates 
are attempting a new dive. Ze 
is always the first one at prac-
tice, and the last one to leave, 

and ze’s dedication is infec-
tious to those around zey, ac-
cording to Bennett Pease ’21 
and Head Coach Belinda Wolf.  

Pease said, “Ora is a born 
leader. Ze is so enthusiastic 
and caring. I can think of so 
many times where I was so 

nervous for a dive and ze was 
always there to calm me down 
and cheer me on. I think a big 
part of being a leader is making 
connections, and Ora did that 
so well.” 

Wolf added, “Ever since 
Ora was on the team ze always 
shows up for practice early 
and ze always leaves late. Ze is 
the first person on the diving 
board every single practice and 
I have to laugh and say ‘Ora, 
can you give someone else a 

chance?”
Cullen said, “I love be-

ing able to lead by exam-
ple. Making sure to bring 

a smile and optimism ev-
eryday not only makes prac-

tice so much fun but it has 
allowed me to learn new dives 
and inspire others to do the 
same.”

Cullen credits zey success 
as a diver to ze’s kinetic aware-
ness from gymnastics, zey 
coach, and zey motivation to 
make diving a more gender-in-
clusive sport. 

“This past season I actual-
ly decided to focus more on 
social activism and changing 
the diving rules to be more 
inclusive gender-wise, and I 
thought I would do worse, but 
it was actually my best season 
because I had so much motiva-
tion to do well and prove that 
diving could be all-gender,” 
said Cullen. 

PHOEBE BICKS
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Ora Cullen ’19 used her background 
in gymnastics to easily transition to 
Diving. 
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Looking Beyond the Results

THLETICS AT ANDOV- 
er have given me an experi-

ence that has shaped me into who 
I am today. I have met my closest 
friends and greatest role models at 
the school through athletics, and I 
am certain that my Andover jour-
ney would not have been as fulfill-
ing without athletics.

Throughout middle school, 
the only sport I had any interest 
in was swimming. Swimming was 
the only sport that had stuck from 
the many that I tried in elementary 
school, and I spent most of my time 
I spent outside of school was spent 
in the pool. At Andover, I knew I’d 
only be able to swim three months 
out of the year, and I was worried 
about spending the other six out-
side of the pool. 

I tried out for water polo in the 
fall—the closest sport to swimming 
offered that season. Unfortunately, 
I was cut from the team, and as an 
alternative I found myself in the 
gym doing exercises that would 
help with my swimming, and at-
tending every free swim through-
out the week instead, along with 
daily 30-minute spinning lessons 

as my sport requirement. The en-
tire fall was dedicated to preparing 
for swim season, and when it final-
ly rolled around I was ecstatic.

When the season started, the 
swim team became my second 
family. I ate every meal with them 
and studied with them after school. 
Despite finding teammates on the 
swim team that became and still 
remain my closest friends, Boys 
Swimming Head Coach David Fox, 
who was also my house counselor 
and advisor at the time, urged me 
to try new team sports. Not only 
would the competition serve as 

preparation for the following 
swim season, but he suggest-
ed that I could have a great 
experience with sports oth-
er than swimming. Because 
a sport was required of ev-
eryone anyways, I 
decided to heed 
his advice.

The fol-
lowing fall, 
I tried out 
for the wa-
ter polo team 
again, and this 
time I made Varsity. In the spring, 
I decided to join the crew team. 
Trying new sports with different 
people after I had become so ac-
customed to the swim team was 
tough. Throughout water polo sea-
son I still awaited swim season, and 
at the beginning of crew I despised 
going to practice each day in the 
cold outdoors. Still, I had to show 
up to the bus for each practice, 
and on Mondays pull the grueling 
six-minute erg tests that I dread-
ed every time. As the season pro-
gressed and the weather warmed 
up, I started seeing improvement 
in my erg scores and boat place-

ment. I started to enjoy crew, and 
not just see it as a stepping stone to 
a more successful swim season. 

By the end of the season I found 
myself at sixth place on the erg 
rankings, and on the B2 boat that 
made it to the grand finals at the 
New England championships. 
At the beginning of the season, I 
was sure that I would quit rowing 
the following year, yet at the end I 
found success and started enjoy-
ing rowing almost as much as I did 
swimming.

During my Upper year, I found 

lots of success in the pool, swim-
ming best times in all of my best 
events by a wide margin, and 

making the final at the Eastern 
Championships for the first time. 
I went into the spring with excite-
ment for the crew season, expect-
ing to improve on my erg scores 
from the previous year and to make 
the first boat. However, that season 
I faced obstacles, failing to meet my 
personal best from my first year 
until the very last test, where I just 
barely exceeded my previous best. 
I was in the second boat again, and 
although we were expected to be 
one of the fastest second boats in 
New England, we had a boat mal-

function at the beginning of the 
race and failed to make the final. 
That summer, I rowed my first 
summer season, competed at the 
Club National Championships, and 
placed fifth in both the 8+ and 4+ 
events in the U19 division.

During my Senior year, I began 
to enjoy water polo for what it was, 
and not just a way to spend more 
time in the water for swimming. 

As a group, we im-
proved a lot, and placed 3rd at 

the interscholastic championships. 
My final swim season solidified 

a four-year run of New England 
Championship wins as a team, 
and the first time in school history 
that the team had won the Eastern 
Interscholastic Championships. 
Despite the team’s success during 
my final season, I was unable to 
match my Upper year times, and I 
was distraught with the way I had 
ended my decade long swimming 
journey. 

This spring, I found a kick of 
motivation—one last season to rep-
resent Andover athletics, and dedi-
cated every free period to training 
for the Neira championships at the 
end of the year. I finally exceed-

ed my Lower year erg scores by a 
considerable amount, and rowed 
on the first boat, although our team 
has faced obstacles and injuries 
throughout the entire season. De-
spite having our stroke seat, who 
sets the rhythm for the whole boat, 
sick for three days leading up to 
Neiras, we were able to make the 
grand final for the first time in four 
years. Even though it’s not the re-
sult we were hoping for, I’m proud 
of how we handled the circum-
stances.

Andover athletics has been 
a wild journey, full of ups and 
downs, from getting cut from the 
water polo team to winning the 
most prestigious prep school swim 
meet in the country. I started as a 
one-sport athlete, and became in-
volved in two others by the end. I 
have found a new sport that I will 
continue in college, something that 
I never would have believed two 
years ago. I have had the honor of 
calling dozens of boys my team-
mates over the years, and each of 
them has shaped my athletic expe-
rience. 

The seasons that I regarded as 
a failure at the time have served as 
meaningful experiences to learn. 
Although my final swim season did 
not pan out the way I had hoped 
personally, I was lucky enough to 
see my teammates succeed, and 
plunge into the Deerfield Academy 
pool at the end of the champion-
ships, just as I had done my Junior 
year, bringing everything full circle. 

I am so grateful for the oppor-
tunities that Andover athletics has 
given me and the people that it 
has brought me close to. I can tru-
ly say that these experiences have 
changed my life.

RICK ONO

Married to the Track

H E N  I  W O N        
the first cross coun-

try race I’d ever run as a high 
schooler, it was the first time I’d 
ever been the athletic kid, and 
I was determined to make the 
most of it. I wondered, “How 
fast could I run if I made my 
mind and body the absolute 
fastest it could possibly ever 
be?” What if I took the legs 
and sinew I was born with, and 
trained them to absolute, con-
summate perfection? Where 
would I end up? Would it take 
me to the Olympics one day?

Before long, I found myself 
well along on my sacrosanct 
voyage to develop myself into 
the perfect runner. From Octo-

ber 2015 to September 2017, I 
never had a single glass of soda, 
a single slice of cake, or even the 
smallest bite of candy because of 
my own nearly-religious vow to 
become fast. In that time, I nev-
er missed a single run (except 
for injury), and when my coach-
es told me to do a workout of six 
to eight repetitions, I implored 
them to let me do ten. I ran 
alongside my teammates until 
my muscles strained and vision 
blurred, then threw myself into 
drills, stretches, core routines, 
deadlifts —anything to make me 
faster. I finished every practice 
drained, knowing that there was 
nobody in the world—not the 
Deerfield kids, not the Phil-
lips Exeter Academy kids, 
not Usain Bolt—who had 
trained harder than I had 
that afternoon. I never gave 
anything less.

When I got injured at the end 
of my Lower spring, it meant 
more to me than a simple, “Stay 
out of practice and put some 
ice on it.” No. Every day I had 
spent in the training room had 
amounted to failure; I must 
have not stretched enough, not 
limited my training properly, 
not slept enough or eaten well 
enough. I had labored like a dog 
for years, and for all I had sacri-

ficed, I had failed. When phys-
ical therapy did no good, I was 
told I needed surgery, and I real-
ized I wouldn’t run again for at 
least another year. In my Upper 
fall, I watched from the train-
ing room as my beloved team 
trained with- o u t 
me, raced 
w i t h o u t 
me, and 

won the New England Champi-
onship without me. At the end 
of the season, I didn’t even get a 
Varsity letter.

I was infuriated. This was 
how it ended. This was the 
reward for all my backbreak-
ing work. “Forget it then,” I 
thought, “I’m done with this pa-
thetic dream.” I distanced my-
self from cross-country. While 
I had previously always gotten 
my homework done quickly in 
order to get to bed early and 
recover from my training, get-
ting my medically-recommend-
ed nine and a quarter hours of 
sleep a night, I now found my-
self regularly staying up until 
4:00 a.m. If I wasn’t training, 
there was no point in sleeping 

early. I stopped eating well. I 
stopped going to the gym. 
My mission had failed. I 
had nothing to live for.

June marks two years and 
one month since I became 

injured—25 months of personal 
growth and recovery that rede-
fined me as a person. With three 
new hours out of the day free, I 
had time to try out things that 
I had always ignored before, 
having deemed them threats to 
my ability to get quick. Instead, 
I got involved in The Phillipian 
and became enthralled in the 

art of photography. Best of all, 
I developed a healthier view of 
sport and competition. 

For one, I tried cycling, and 
ended up loving it. I found 
tough workouts and grueling 
races, but also a relaxed at-
mosphere with a welcoming, 
fun-loving team. I realized then 
that the pursuit of a far-fetched 
and austere goal was killing me. 
By allowing myself to simply 
enjoy the training and competi-
tion, but also to enjoy things like 
good food, off days, and parties, 
I have come back in my senior 
year to love distance running 
for a host of the right reasons. 
I’m glad I can dedicate myself to 
sport at a serious level without 
obsessing over it in such a nar-
row-minded and singular way 
anymore. Ironically, I’m actually 
a little faster now, too!

I’m incredibly thankful to 
all of my teammates, coaches, 
trainers, and managers at An-
dover. It’s truly been an honor 
to be your friend and comrade 
and I would never have been the 
same person had it not been for 
you guys. I learned about com-
petition and about my own abil-
ities through sport, and I also 
met some of the greatest peo-
ple I know. I’ll miss you all very 
much. Run phat, boys.

JACOB BUEHLER

Racing for Recovery

JOINED ANDOVER’S 
Track & Field team on a 
whim. Junior year, a few of 

my close friends decided to sign 
up for Spring Track, and con-
vinced me to do the same, so I 
made a trip to the Athletics Of-
fice to scratch out the “JV Tennis” 
that had been printed next to my 
name. I didn’t think much of this 
decision at the time. Back then, it 
seemed like the perfect opportu-
nity to stay in shape while mess-
ing around with my friends after 
classes. I never would have pre-
dicted how influential that one 
choice would be on the trajectory 
of my life at Andover.

Over the course of that first 
season, I found my place among 
the hurdlers and sprinters, and 
fell in love with the team. In this 
newfound community, divisions 
between under and upperclass-
men seemed to evaporate. It was 
unlike anything I had previous-
ly experienced at Andover. For a 
sport that is almost entirely based 
on individual performance, I had 

never met a more selfless group 
of athletes, who seemed to genu-
inely care about your well-being 
and performance as much as they 
cared about their own.

I don’t think I could have fin-
ished my first 400-Meter race if 
it wasn’t for my teammates on the 
sidelines, pumping their fists and 
pushing me to run harder than I 
ever believed was possible, to keep 
pushing when my legs were burn-
ing with lactic acid and my body 
screamed for collapse. And as I 
grew older and became a more ex-
perienced runner, my teammates 
continued to be just as influential. 
I don’t know how I would have 
endured my most nerve-wrack-
ing meets without my teammates 
there to shake shoulders and 
pump me up before my races; to 
embrace me in massive hugs after 
I crossed the finish line. 

But my role as a member of 
the track team changed entirely 
during the Indoor season of my 
Upper year, 
when I was 
received my 
first “shin-
splints” diagno-
sis. In the early 
stages of my injury, 
I figured a few days of 
rest and a couple hours 
in the ice bath would have m e 
competing again in no time. But 
days turned into weeks as my shin 
pain persisted, and I was eventu-
ally diagnosed with tibial stress 
fractures, and told that I would 
have to stop all activity for at least 
two months to allow my shins to 
heal. Naturally, I was devastat-
ed. This diagnosis meant that I 

wouldn’t be able to compete for 
the rest of the indoor season, and 
that I’d likely have to miss the first 
few meets of the Outdoor Track 
season as well. 

But I was determined to recov-
er, so I embraced a new routine. I 
spent my afternoons in the train-
ing room going through strength-
ening exercises and gait-retrain-
ing drills, and endured hours 

in the ice bath. I developed 
an appreciation for 

swimming, and spent my 
weekends in the YMCA lap pool, 
desperate to stay in shape when 
all other forms of cardio were 
off-limits. 

These first few months of my 
injury were among my darkest 
times at Andover. In the Sny-
der Center, there are only a 
few yards sep-

arating the indoor track 
from the training room, but those 
yards felt like miles as I watched 
my teammates run on without 
me. Not only was I unable to do 
something I loved, but I felt out of 
touch with the team that had once 
given me such a strong sense of 
home and belonging. 

But overtime, I realized that 
there was so much more to being 

a member of Track & Field than 
just competition. 

When I reflected on my own 
experiences as an athlete, and 
how my teammates contributed 

to the rest 
of the track com-
munity, my mind 
didn’t jump to 

race times or per-
formance standards. 
Instead, I thought of the ac-
tions of the people who supported 
me through my weakest moments, 
and had my back every step of the 
way, and who ultimately became 

some of the most important peo-
ple in my life at Andover. 

With this in mind, I took on a 
new role– one that was slightly 
unconventional. Even though I 
couldn’t run, I tried to be there to 
support my teammates whenev-
er possible, whether that meant 
holding a teammates hair back 
as she got sick after a gruelling 
conditioning workout, helping 
aspiring hurdlers practice their 
form after practice, or screaming 
my lungs out at my teammates as 
they rounded the final curve of 
the track. Even through I couldn’t 
contribute as an athlete, I did 
whatever I could to give back to 

the team that had already giv-
en me so much. 

Back then, I never could 
have imagined that 

my shins would 
never heal; that my 
condition would 

b e - come a medical 
m y s t e r y that baffled every 
doctor I visited. I never would 
have predicted that I’d be spend-
ing my next seventeen months 
fighting for recovery, nor that I’d 
never compete for Andover again. 
Even today, I’m still fighting this 
losing battle with my body. But 
despite my condition, I feel so 
privileged to have had the 

opportu-

nity to lead a team of 
such loving and inspir-
ing kids, even from the 
sidelines.

GEORGIA EZELL
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Ten Things We 
Learned This Year

1. Press the flashers, or DIE.

2. Ice cream machines almost 
always lead to heartbreak (and no, 
strawberry is not an apt replacement).

3. To raise or not to raise
millions of  dollars requires 
bottled water with a blue table 
cloth.

4. The Phillipian publishes Style 
first, Accuracy second.

5. Never will we Not control 
the music.

6. You’re supposed to wash your 
hands even if  it was just pee.

7. We still don’t know what the 
kids are saying these days (why 
won’t anyone tell us?).

8. Nestor will straight up not 
give you extra beef  if  you 
weigh less than 250. 

9. What happened to the second 
toaster, bro?

10. The campus squirrels have 
New York City pigeon level 
audacity.

Other Editors 

Lily and 
Rachel

Look of The Week:
Brent Myfatherwenthere III ’21 brings out 
the “Varsity” in “Big Blue” 

Brent Myfatherwen-
there III ’21 has been on 
the Andover Varsity Base-
ball team since he repeat-
ed Junior year. Myfath-
erwenthere describes his 
style as “Gronk chic,” at-
tributing his sense of fash-
ion to the moment when 
Tony handed him his Var-
sity jacket.

Myfatherwenthere re-
quested that we meet in 
a more secretive location 
to “keep appearances up,” 
AKA he didn’t want to get 
caught talking to a Junior 
girl. We decided on the 
Borden Squash Courts, 
knowing no one has set 
foot there in decades. He 
strutted in sporting the 
Blue and White jacket 
over an orange patago-
nia fleece, Adidas perfor-
mance shorts, and Meg-
gings (man leggings) over 
his perfectly shaven legs. 
When I asked if he was 
going to practice later be-
cause of the way he was 
dressed, he grunted that 
no, he was just going to 
class, and stirred protein 
powder into his Muscle 
Milk.

“When I don’t wear the 
jacket, I feel naked—like a 
piece of my soul has been 
stripped from me. No one 
recognizes me without 
Big Blue Baseball. Who 
even AM I?!? Just anoth-

er 6 foot 3 kid with calves 
the size of tree trunks? … 
bruh… idek.” We are un-
sure exactly how Myfa-
therwenthere was able to 
verbalize a text abbrevia-
tion, but he did. 

It was at that moment 
that I smelled a terrible, 
terrible smell and realized 
it was coming from the 
jacket itself. He spread his 
arms and I saw that sweat 
stains stretched from the 
top of his armpits down to 
his waist. 

He did not address the 
stench. “Under the jacket, 
I like to wear a variety of 
neon exercise shirts with 
catch phrases. Just cool 
stuff like, “Beast Mode,” 
“Full-Court Hustle,” 

“Runnin’ for my Mama,” 
“Protect the House,” “Hy-
drate or Die-drate,” and 
“It’s five o’clock some-
where.” And on the bot-
tom, spandex is the only 
way to go. They give me a 
full range of motion and I 
get to feel nice and aerat-
ed when I go for my daily 
CVS supplement run.” 

By this point in the in-
terview, he had finished 
four bottles of Muscle 
Milk. He pulled a wrap 
with dripping raw eggs 
and slices of turkey out of 
the jacket he held so dear.

“Want some?” he asked 
me, and I declined, be-
cause he also added mayo, 
or else I would’ve taken 
him up on the offer.  

M y f a t h e r w e n t h e r e 
calls his jacket “inspired” 
and hopes that this inter-
view will show people that 
“I’m really not all that bad. 
But if you think so, you’re 
a real loser, and I’ll see you 
during sixth for your lunch 
money.” When reminded 
that Andover doesn’t have 
a lunch money system, all 
food is free, he threw his 
eggs on the ground and 
demanded five dollars. 
Thank you, Brent, for add-
ing a splash of blue to our 
black and white world. 

LOU LOU SLOSS

Look how happy he is. Don’t take that away from him.

The closet where Brent keeps his impeccable sty. And 
that great caboose.

To the Editor,

We’d just like you to know that the Eighth Page tries. And as much as other 
sections try to put us down by flaunting “legitimate journalism,” their cheap 
blows hurt us not. Napoleon once said, “The fool has one great advantage 
over a man of sense; he is always satisfied with himself.” Read this and 
ache, haters, because what we lack in accuracy we more than make up for 
in laughs and heart. On a completely separate note, we’ve been forced to 
take on five entire pages for this year’s Commencement issue, which is just 
plainly absurd. As a polite segway, we’d like to take this chance to offer YOU 
prime ad space in this year’s Commencement. We know you, a hard-work-
ing citizen and potential ad-buyer, must be thinking, “Hey, wait, isn’t this a 
satire page? It seems rude to offer me ad space on a page of jokes.” Well, you 
have a point. However, we can guarantee that there will be more eyes laid 
on our 5 pages than the rest of the paper combined. So, not only will it be 
extremely lucrative, but we are also willing to offer you a special deal be-
cause, well, we really only need enough money to buy Mike & Ike’s from the 
Den. Still not interested? Ugh, fine. I guess we’ll just have to do our jobs. So 
sit back, have a drink, and enjoy what we made to fill the space you (wrong-
ly) decided not to purchase.

Love,
Lily Radsrjsjfgdr and Rachel Neplokh

Our Subscribed Subreddits 

r/ aNormalDay-
InRussia

r/ BeansWhereThey 
Shouldn’tBe

r/ ExclusiveMine-
craftSkins

r/ GoldfishTricks

r/ PerfectlyCut-
Grass r/ Beanswherethey 

shouldn’tbe

Comedic Relief T h e  P h i l l i p i a n EIGHTH PAGE F9



Roses are red, violets are blue, for 
three long months we won’t see you

Your Student Leaders for the 2019-2020 School Year (Don’t Hope For Too Much)

Sabrina Arniche, Student Co-Pres: 
“We really want to support Mental 

Health... is what we tell ourselves and 
the student body. Do we have any 

idea how to, or even plan on trying? 
Nah.”

Jospeh Robinson, Student Co- Pres: 
“I’m the person you voted for out of 

pity because no one thought we’d win 
but... surprise! Here I am, ready to lin-
ger around commons and make jokes 

to no one in particular.”

Sarah Shnora and Whichever Upper Boy 
Needed Something to Put On His Col-

lege App, Flagstaff Cluster Co-Presidents: 
“Munches are gonna be really good next 

year!”

Lisbeth Flowers, Co-Head turned sole 
Head of Murder Mystery Novel Club, 

declined to comment amidst an investi-
gation into the death of her other Co-

Head.

Jay Geomeister, President, Quills of 
Fund-Reappropriation: “I’ll make your 

money work hard for me.”

Shawarma Macedon and Sid Karakis, 
Pine Knoll Cluster Co-Presidents: “We 
thought that our lottery numbers would 
at least get better by Senior year but... it 

didn’t work out.”

Giovanni Screw and Kady Keurig, West 
Quad North DC Reps: “We’re hoping 

for stupid Juniors.”

Louis Audi and Jora Justice, 
Abbott DC Reps: “We don’t mind 

boring!”

Our Favorite 
Words

Gesundheit
Echelon

OintmentDiscombobulate
Crepuscule 

Sesquipedalian
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5 Steps to Create A 
Cult at Andover  by Kyle Simard 
Step 1:
            Find something to believe. You must pick a 
specific object to show all of this devotion to. Make 
sure the object or idea is completely insane and 
makes literally zero sense. My cult follows the globe 
in the center of the lawn, because it is the portal to 
the underworld.           

Step 4:
          Create chants and other group-bonding activ-
ities for the ceremonies. The best way to practice 
your chants is to simply recite them very loud in 
public places. This will make you seem superior to 
the common folk.           

Step 3:
           Meetings. Once you have your following, you 
must set up a time to meet, however, you will want 
to shrink the group down to only the people who 
truly care. The best way to do this is to pick an ob-
scure location and time. For example, anytime be-
tween 11:00 p.m.- 5:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary or Graves 
is perfect. People may give you weird looks when all 
of you guys leave together, but who cares…it’s for a 
good reason.

Step 2:
          Get a following. This is quite a simple step— 
all you need to do is either post something in the 
Weekender that nobody would go to, like a wood-
wind recital, or ask those you really trust and create 
a code word. They can start spreading the word of 
the cult. To test who is in the cult, simply say the 
code word and see who stand up and salutes you. 
PERSONAL TIP FROM PAST EXPERIENCE: DO NOT MAKE 
THE WORD ANYTHING THAT WILL OFFEND PEOPLE OR 
YOU WILL GET CCC’d.        

Step 5:
           Illegal stuff. The best part of the cult is the il-
legal stuff you can do. For example, you can practice 
human sacrifice, cannibalism and many more naugh-
ty things that would otherwise be illegal. This is the 
biggest upside of creating a cult and is a necessity 
to creating a cult.

The Year’s Top Headlines
• Upper Who ‘‘Willingly” Decides to 

Leave is Declared Andover’s Smart-
est Student

• Student Goes Missing in the Sanc-
tuary, Conspiracy Theorists Claim 
the Trees Swallowed Him 

• Day Student Decides That the Best 
House Counselor Was Mom All 
Along! 

• Student Goes Missing During a 
Dance, Others Claim It Was Just 
the Floor Monster.

• Senior’s Plan to Have a Pumpkin Go 
to Class for Him Worked Surpris-
ingly Well

• On the Cusp of Upper Year, Current 
Lowers Seriously Consider Identity 
Theft

• No Surprise to See that Phillips An-
dover Continues Its Master Scheme: 
Convincing Americans Birds Are 
Real 

• The Phillipian Continues to Add 
Unwanted Censorship 

Russian Spies are watching us, that’s 
why our material has to be so bad

I MESSED UP B U T  I T ’ S  T O O  L A T E TO GO BACK NOW F11



IN ALL SERIOUSNESS, THIS WAS WRITTEN 
DURING A FEVER DREAM

The Great Search 
Engine Debate  

Students debate 
which search en-
gine is best. Duck-
DuckGo, or Google.

Team DuckDuck-
Go: As an opening state-
ment, we would like to 
point out three clear rea-
sons  why DuckDuck-
Go is a superior search 
engine than Google. We 
all know that “googling” 
is a term that has been 
included in our culture 
since we started using 
the internet. Howev-
er, do you know what 
happened before the 
internet? Childhood! If 
you think “googling” is 
so popular, then think 
about how many kids 
on the playground 
have played a game of 
Duck, Duck, Goose, 
and, just as they were 
about to pick someone, 
they poop their pants: 
“Duck! Duck! G—Oh!”

Team Google: We, 

at Google, have spent 
years crafting of the 
most efficient-work-
ing and aesthetical-
ly pleasing interface 
out there. We are si--

Team DuckDuck-
Go: Stop right there, 
Loser! At DuckDuck-
Go, the search bar turns 
green when you hover 
over it. That…that’s what 
we bring to the table.

Team Google: We 
have evolved over the 
years as a company. Most 
noticeably, our logo has 
been recreated to show 
our push to the future.

Team DuckDuckGo: 
Doodlebob over here has 
it all wrong. Our logo is 
an adorable little duck 
with a green bowtie. Not 
only is he the grandson 
of Mr. and Mrs. Mallard 
from the Caldecott win-
ning book, “Make Way 
for Ducklings”, his name 
full name is “Quack Mal-
lard V”. Meanwhile, 
Pillsbury Toaster Stru-

del over here makes a 
font change and all of a 
sudden the new tech-
nological age is upon us.

Mediator: The 
verdict is that Bing is 
better than both Goo-
gle and DuckDuck-
Go. Put it to the test 
at bingiton.com (with 
parents’ permission).

MAC KATKAVICH

Marcus Kanner ’20 is out-
raged at Team Google for 
their new logo design.

Sports Disrupt
 Student’s Lifestyle

Every day at prompt-
ly 2:45 p.m., the aggres-
sive, yet excited, sound 
of Andover students 
hauling it to their man-
datory sports is more 
than audible. Whether it 
be a lacrosse stick, base-
ball glove, tennis rack-
et, those old shoes you 
chose to waste on power 
walking, or the most ath-
letic shirt you could find, 
everyone is getting their 
exercise on and releasing 
healthy endorphins. This 
picture-perfect image of 
fitness, however, is just 
what they want you to 
think. The sports require-
ment forces hundreds of 
un-athletically inclined 
scholars to engage in 
physical exertion. “I truly 
feel attacked and target-
ed,” claimed Ally Wal-
lace’ 20, a sub-standard 
Andover student, as she 
procrastinated heading 
to track practice. She is 
not alone in her dislike for 

the sports requirement. 
The music department 
issued a formal statement 
last term outlining their 
stance on what they call 
discrimination: “We do 
not go around attacking 
people with instruments. 
I mean we could, but we 
don’t. So, we find it slight-
ly frustrating that last 
week, seven of our violin 
players became injured 
while participating in 
an instructional skating 
lesson.” This complaint 
even spread to the art de-
partment, who claimed 
that several of their “fu-
ture Picassos” were “too 
tired to paint.” To dive 
deeper into the inequity, 
we interviewed some of 
the perspectives. During 
the track team’s daily 
17-mile sprint, a runner 
stated the requirement 
has graced the team with 
some unique and helpful 
competitors, saying that 
“those tuba players can re-
ally yeet the shot put and 
don’t even get me started 
on the flutists.” However, 

these competitors did not 
feel similarly, “If I keep 
throwing those heavy 
things I may be inclined 
to purchase a.. [interview-
ee shivers] varsity jacket,” 
said one of the violin-
ist-turned-javelin-throw-
ers. As a society, forcing 
such undesirable activ-
ities upon students cre-
ates a culture that is most 
definitely not supported 
by the EBI curriculum.

KATIE WIMMER 

“I just wanna sit in my room 
and play minecraft!”

??

Our                     Results 

Don’t clap when 
planes land

Clap when planes land 

clap when planes land99%

Eighth 
Page

100% Divaaaaa

     Sleep → You fool

The Baller Gene → carrier

Intelligent → You aren’t… we just know

 Mood → Let’s just say we don’t wanna make 
you angry

College Counseling’s Fall-Term Bucket List 
Step 1: Have students write an actual bucket list
Step 2: Question how many things on said bucket list could help them get into an Ivy
Step 3: Convince parents to hire an outside counselor
Step 4: Rifle through student’s backpacks for spare change and candy to steal (we mean, 
reappropriate)

Step 5: Take Theater 100 so your fake sadness about rejection letters is at least a little bit 
convincing
Step 6: Finally figure out how to write a letter of reccomendation (this one’s 
a hopeful)
Step 7: Take a vacation at possibly the most inopportune time (and turn off your email, too)

F12 EDITORIAL IS A SCAM T h e  B i g  P h a t t i e Please say you forgive me 
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All the world’s your stage... We are so proud of you! 
Love, your family

Congratulations Cassidy! 
We are so proud of you and all 
you have accomplished during 

your time at Andover.  Your 
family loves you to the moon 

and back!!  
Go Bates Bobcats!



CONGRATULATIONS KATHERINE!
We are so proud of your amazing 

accomplishments at Andover!

With all our love,
Mom, Dad, Kristin, Lily and Rosie
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To Kristian Menes, 

It has been our joy watching you grow.  You 
have always been a precocious, curious 

child with a sparkle in your eyes, and have 
now grown into a wonderful young man.  

We are so proud of you and pray that your 
future journey won’t have too many bumps 
on the road.  Hold on to this roller coaster 

of life; have fun, laugh, smile, cry, but never 
give up on your dreams and ambitions.  We 

love you so much!
Congratulations to you and the Class of 

2019!

Love,
Mom, Dad, Kayla and Kyle

Wishing you and your Andover classmates continued success as you embark on the next exciting chapter of your lives. We are so proud of you, 
Max and love you more than you will ever know.  

Love, 
Mom, Dad and Madeline

Max, A great man once said: “You can doggy paddle in the kiddy pool, but don’t act like you swam in the Olympics.” It is safe to say that after five 
years of high school, that you swam in the Olympics brotha. We are so proud of all of your accomplishments and the bonds you’ve made along 

the way. But above all, we are proudest of the fact that you are going to college and not taking a sixth, PG year. I know you are going to kill it. Fur 
shure. Hook ‘em baby! Sco longhorns… #UTin4 #5yearplan #aNdOvErEdUcAtIoN

Love,
Noah
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You have been demonstrating your leadership, 
sportsmanship, services and scholarship with 

persistent integrity, humility, kindness, grace and grit.

Continue to build your strength to 
make the world a better place.

God always with you.

Love, 
Mom & Dad

Serena Liu

“Life is full of surprises and serendipity. 
Being open to unexpected turns in the road is 

an important part of success. 
If you try to plan every step, you may miss those 

wonderful twists and turns. 
Just find your next adventure-do it well...”

— Condoleeza Rice
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Madeline: Your graceful resilience and 
compassionate core inspires and strengthens us all. 

Congratulations and WLYTTMAB!   

“What lies behind us, and what lies before us are 
small matters compared to what lies within us.” 

- Ralph Waldo Emerson



It has been our joy to watch you grow and achieve so much 
these past four years.  Hope you know how proud we are 

and how much we love you.  Enjoy the journey ahead!
Love, Mom, Dad, Brooke and Lauren

Congratulations Ria!

You have had many life-shaping 
relationships and experiences 
at PA.  You possess everything 

you need to continue to pursue a 
happy, successful and meaning-
ful life.  Your path is filled with 
endless possibilities.  As your 
family, we want you to know 

that you have our support and 
admiration.  We love you very 

much and we are so proud!

“Whatever the mind can 
conceive and believe, 

The mind can achieve.” 
By Dr. Napoleon Hill
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The family is so proud 
of you and your 

accomplishments. 
We are so excited to 

follow you on your 
next big journey. 

Love you more than life.  

From a little bundle of joy to an 
amazing young woman! 

Love you, Mum and Dad



Congratulations Soph! 
Mom, Dad, Jeremy and Max
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“In the depth of winter, I finally learned that 
within me there lay an invincible summer.”

Albert Camus

Congratulations Class of 2019!  
Congratulations Tyler!
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Congratulations, Will! 

We are so proud of you and can’t 
wait to see what this next chapter 
holds! Be bold, be all-in, be YOU! 
And know that we love you beyond 
measure. 

Time to send you on your way.... 
xoxo

Sam, you are a smart, talented, independent, and conscientious student. More 
importantly, you are a kind, loving, hilarious and wonderful human being. 

From the moment you were born, you always worked hard to get what you 
wanted and it’s paid off!  Have a great time at Amherst! You deserve it!  We 

love you and are so proud of you! Love, Mom, Dad and Henry.



Congratulations, Yunwoo! This is to all the wonderful friends you have 
made and to all the memories that you have built over the past four years. 
We can’t wait to see what exciting adventures you are pedaling into next. 

Bravo, class of 2019!

With all our love, 
Mom, Dad, and Anika
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Congratulations Emily!  
With love and admiration, 

Dad, Mom, and Adam
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“Where’s the fire, what’s the hurry 
about? You’d better cool it off before you 

burn it out. You’ve got so much to do 
and only so many hours in a day...

Slow down, you’re doing fine
You can’t be everything you want to be 

before your time...”

- Billy Joel

From us, a playful reminder to 
come up for air from time to time 
in your perennial quest to become 
the very best version of yourself in 
the name of non-sibi, happiness, 
and success as you leave Andover 
for the next exciting chapter.

Love, Dad and Mama

yes

yes
yes



June 2, 2019 T h e  P h i l l i p i a n FAREWELL H5

Congratulations on your graduation. 
As you begin your next adventure in life, we hope you will 
cherish the memories and friendships you made at Andover. 

We are very proud of you and wish you every success and 
happiness. 

Love, 
Mama, Daddy and Patrick

James, 

Congratulations Magnus!

Spending a year at Andover 
as a post graduate has been 
a wonderful gift, that has 

allowed you to explore new 
areas of life and studies. Most 
importantly, you have made 

friends for life and experienced 
the fantastic hospitality of their 

families. You have shown an 
amazing ability to adapt to and 

embrace new possibilities.
We love you and look very 

much forward to getting you 
back home to Denmark!

Jon, Dad and Mom

Congratulations 
Jonathan! 

Very proud of your 
achievements in 
school, on the ice and 
on campus. Wishing 
you and the graduating 
class of 2019 continued 
success in the next 
exciting chapter of your 
life!

Thank you Andover, 
Ms. Ware, Coach 
Tortorella, Coach 
Manty and the Hughes’ 
at Tucker House for an 
amazing and unforget-
table experience.

Love,
Mom, Dad, Raquel and 
Naomi

yes

yes
yes

Congratulations, Ekan, for your incredible accomplishments. 
We couldn’t be more proud of you and the man you’ve become. 
Continue to soar and shine bright. We love you endlessly. 

Love,
Mom, Dad, Saidah, Didi, & Osahon

“So put your fire up in the sky
‘Cause they won’t ever kill the light”

- Joey Bada$$

“No weapon that is formed 
against thee shall prosper.”

- Isaiah 54:17

Our deepest fear is not that we are inadequate. 
Our deepest fear is that we are powerful beyond 
measure. 
It is our light, not our darkness
That most frightens us.

We ask ourselves
Who am I to be brilliant, gorgeous, talented, fabu-
lous?
Actually, who are you not to be? 
You are a child of God...
By: Marianne Williamson

Jordan, words can’t express how proud we are 
of you. You are stronger, braver, smarter, and 
more resilient than we could have ever imag-
ined. You ARE your ancestors’ dream. Keep 
running your race and charting your own path. 

Much love, 
Mommy, Dad, Haley, and Sanaa.

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  T y s o n !

Four years ago I said goodbye to a 
bright young teenager; a kind of quirky 

kid with an over zealous academic drive. 
I put my trust into Andover with the 

confidence that it would continue your 
development into a mature, indepen-
dent, kind and intelligent young man. 
I couldn’t be happier with our family’s 
decision. Your academic achievements 
have far surpassed my expectations and 
your personal growth has made me so 
proud as a parent. It is with that same 
confidence that I will entrust you to 

Stanford whereas now, as a young adult, 
you will continue to flourish. Onward 
and upward SONshine, I couldn’t be 

more excited to witness the next phase 
for Mr. Tyson Paul Thomas.

“What is meant for you will not pass you by.” 
We are so incredibly proud of everything you have accomplished so far, Mar-

cus. Congratulations on your graduation from Phillips Academy. 
With all of our love, Mom, Dad and Lauren.
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How can it be over already?  We are so proud of 
you, and have loved being along for the ride.  

Congratulations Annie! 
Love, Mom, Dad and Mary
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Congratulations Yishu on completing your amazing journey at Andover. We are so proud of you. 

With love, Dad, Mom & Audrey

Congratulations, Eden! We are so proud of your out-
standing achievements in academics and art, and 
most of all in becoming an independent person. No 
matter where you go or what you do, we'll be here 
for you. Love, Mom, Dad, and Megan
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Sam !
Congratulations on your graduation !
We are so proud of you for all that you 

have accomplished at Andover, and wish 
you all the best for your new journey. 

Love,
Mom, Dad, Sangbo & Stephanie

My talented and thoughtful Trinity. You never cease to 
amaze me with all that you accomplish. CONGRATS!!! Love 

you to infinity and beyond, your super proud Mom!
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“ T h e r e  i s  a  p o w e r f u l  d r i v i n g  f o r c e  i n s i d e  e v e r y  h u m a n  b e i n g  t h a t ,  o n c e  u n l e a s h e d ,  c a n  m a k e 
a n y  v i s i o n ,  d r e a m ,  o r  d e s i r e  a  r e a l i t y .”

T h e  M u n n  F a m i l y  c o n g r a t u l a t e s  C a m p b e l l  a n d  t h e  C l a s s  o f  2 0 1 9 .  W e  a r e  e x c i t e d  f o r  a l l  t h a t  y o u 
w i l l  d o  f o r  t h e  w o r l d  . # N o n n s i b i f o r e v e r
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CONGRATULATIONS!

CLASS OF ’19 THROWBACKS
COURTESY OF THE PHILLIPIAN ARCHIVES    

D.OWYANG/THE PHILLIPIAN
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CONGRATS 
2019!

Best of luck in all of your endeavors -
we’ll miss you, and will do our best to 

fill your shoes. 

Love, 
Class of 2020
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Congratulations Philip and the Class of 2019!

The Matteini Family

   Dear Jeffrey,
       We Love You!!!
               Mom, Dad & Andrew

Andie,

Your dreams, within 
reach, continue to shine

Thank Andover for 
challenging your mind

Sail on with friends, 
family, mentors

We’re sailing right 
behind.
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To our dearest daughter, 
Tiffany Chang, 

on her graduation day.  
You make us the luckiest 
and proudest parents in 

the world.  

Congratulations for your 
accomplishments.  We wish 

you all the happiness in 
your future.  

We love you!  
Mom & Dad



CONGRATULATIONS ON 4 YEARS OF ANDOVER ALEXA!!!
We are so proud of you.

With much love,
Mom, Dad and Hunter
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You grew up so fast 
by coming to 

Andover all the way 
from Brussels on 

your own. We are so 
proud of your 

graduation and 
cannot wait to see 

you thrive at 
Georgetown. 

All our love from 
the entire Liner-van 

Poecke family!



“Friendship…is	not	something	you	learn	in	school.	But	if	you	haven’t	
learned	the	meaning	of	friendship,	you	really	haven’t	learned	anything.”	

Muhammad	Ali	
	

Congratulations	to	Cameron	Freeman,	friends,	and	the	Class	of	2019!		
Nat,	Zeena,	Tay,	and	Nana	

Congratulations Elise and the Class of 2019!
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no

“We are not quite novels.
We are not quite short stories.

In the end, we are collected works.” 
-- Gabrielle Zevin, The Storied Life of 

A.J. Fikry

Emma,
Congratulations on finishing your 

novel!  May the Andover experience 
be just one in a collection of your 

many great works.  We are so proud 
of you and your accomplishments 

and could not be happier for you as 
you graduate.

Love
Dad, Mom, Liam, Colin & Wrigley

Congratulations, Ikem, as you end this journey 
and begin another. We are very proud of you. 

The sky is the limit. Great job. 

Mom, Dad, Kenenna and Onyinye.
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 智慧与美德项目已筹资两亿美元

安多福 (Andover) 1778 年
立的校宪宪法中写着：“没有
智慧的美德即弱小，没有美德
的智慧即危险。”两百四十年
后，学院资源办公室 (OAR) 带
领的智慧与美德项目希望在保
留安多福核心价值观的同时带
来创新。

学院通讯主管 Tracy Sweet 
为我们具体解释了一下项目的
宗旨和募捐的成功。

她在电子邮件中写道：“智
慧与美德项目是安多福战略计
划现款的主要来源。教职员工
与董事会于2014 年就认可了这
个战略计划，并一直在支持项
目的进展。经过具体计划和初
步筹款，这一项目于2017年9
月以室外野餐及晚会的形式启
动。这个项目至今已经筹资超

过两亿美金，下一步进展也是
动力十足。”

智慧与美德项目的钱款来自
跟安多福有联系的捐赠者。学
院秘书 Thomas Lockerby 向我
们解释这些捐款将如何为学院
的发展做出贡献。

他说：“‘智慧与美德’项
目最主要的目标是帮助实现战
略计划。除此之外，它还有助
于维持学校的日常运转，所以
项目一大部分的捐款来自于校
友和学生家长的年度基金。这
些资金将会被用来完善学生和
教职工在校生活的方方面面，
而项目的成功将取决于校友和
家长每年的支持。”

“ 智 慧 与 美 德 ” 筹 集 资 金
的一部分将会为学生提供奖学
金。如今，几乎百分之五十的
学生都接受学校的经济资助。
据Lockerby 所说，安多福所
能够提供的奖学金以及不考虑
经济条件的招生政策有利于实
现“来自天涯海角的青少年”
这一强调学生多样性的安多福
格言。

他说：“这个项目最重要的

目标之一就是为我们的奖学金
资金继续筹款，以便我们可以
继续在招生过程当中不用考虑
学生的经济条件。整个筹款项
目今年就主要集中精力为奖学
金筹款。”

Lockerby 说，“智慧与美
德”项目对安多福价值观的实
践和对创新的大力支持对于安
多福的成功是至关重要的。

他说：“我们的价值观到今
天依然引起共鸣。安多福一直
在寻找进步的方法。对创新能
力的热衷说明我们知道如果只
去享受过去的荣耀，我们便不
会有能力在未来为学生提供最
前沿的教学体验。”

“智慧与美德”名下的各处
建筑工程体现了整个项目对校
园创新的极力支持。几年前建
立的 Sykes 医务所和 Synder 体
育中心，以及现在仍未竣工的
Oliver Wendell Holmes 图书馆
（OWHL）的翻新，都是“智
慧与美德”项目的一部分。

Lockerby 说：“大家一定
都知道，图书馆早就该被翻新
了。上一次翻修是1987年，还

只是部分翻修，图书馆的一些
设施从三十年代建起来之后就
已没有再修过。现在图书馆需
要的不仅仅是翻修，而是重新
设计整体规划。OWHL的全面
改善是让其成为一个现代图书
馆不可或缺的一步。”

据 Lockerby 描述，潘氏体育
中心和新音乐教学楼的计划也
在进行中。这些计划符合项目
对创新的支持，志在为学生们
提供更好的课外活动体验。

他说：“我们筹款的下一个
项目是第二个体育中心。我们
还没有筹完资金，所以还没有
开工。它将是潘氏体育中心，
里 面 会 有 新 的 游 泳 池 和 跳 水
池，也会有摔跤场地和新的舞
蹈中心。新的音乐教学楼也一
定会大幅度改善我们音乐爱好
者的体验。”

据 Sweet 所说，“智慧和美
德”项目不仅是为了筹款，也
是让学校感到荣耀和自豪的一
件事。

Sweet 写道：“‘智慧和美
德’为很多项目提供资金：我
们的奖学金项目、唐学院‘在

世 界 中 学 习 ’ 的 海 外 留 学 项
目、‘平等与包容’项目，以
及校园硬件的改善。同时，它
也让我们感到骄傲。我认为安
多福社区的每一位成员都会支
持这个让安多福在教育学术及
学习生活的方方面面都成为领
导者的项目。”

正 是 因 为 有 这 种 精 神 ， 学
院资源办公室得到了教育发展
界的一个非营利组织“教育提
高委员会 (CASE)” 的诚恳认
可。“教育提高委员会”表彰
了学院资源办公室在筹款方面
的成功。 Lockerby 也提到了捐
赠者和志愿者对筹款成功所作
出的重大贡献。

他说：“被别人认可固然是
很荣幸的，但依我来看，虽然
我们得到了认可，真正付出的
却是筹款项目的捐赠者和志愿
者。如果没有支持我们的捐赠
者或帮助我们的那几百位志愿
者，这个项目不会有今天的成
就。因此，我认为我们得到的
表彰是属于他们的－－我会把
这种认可想作为对于［帮助我
们的人］的认可。”

MULTILINGUAL

Campanha do Conhecimento e Bondade Já Arrecadou Mais de $200 Milhões

A Constituição de Andover, 
escrita em 1778, consta que “a 
bondade sem conhecimento 
é fraca ... mas o conhecimen-
to sem a bondade é perigoso”. 
Hoje, a Campanha do Conhe-
cimento e Bondade, liderada 
pelo Escritório de Recursos 
da Academia (OAR), procura 
inovar o campus permanecen-
do fundamentada nos valores 
principais de Andover.

Tracy Sweet, diretora de 
Comunicações da Academia, 
explicou o propósito da inicia-
tiva e seu íntegro sucesso na 
arrecadação de recursos.

“A campanha de Conheci-
mento e Bondade é uma fonte 
de financiamento fundamen-
tal para as prioridades no Pla-
no Estratégico de Andover, 
aprovado pelo corpo docente 
e pelo Conselho de Admin-
istração em 2014. Após um 
planejamento atencioso e a 
primeira angariação de fundos, 
a campanha foi lançada para o 
público em setembro de 2017 
com um piquenique e um even-
to de gala para a comunidade. 
Hoje a campanha já passou de 
$200 milhões de dólares, e se-
guimos impulsionados para o 
futuro”, escreveu Sweet em um 

e-mail ao The Phillipian.
A campanha de Conheci-

mento e Bondade arrecadou 
dinheiro de diversos doadores 
com conexões com Andover. 
Thomas Lockerby, secretário 
da Academia, explicou o pa-
pel que esses doadores têm no 
desenvolvimento dos objetivos 
de Andover.

“Primeiramente, a cam-
panha é projetada para res-
saltar o plano estratégico. Em 
segundo lugar, é somente para 
continuar a apoiar as operações 
atuais da escola, por isso, um 
item importante da campanha 
é o nosso Fundo Anual de ex-
alunos e pais. Esse é o dinheiro 
que sustenta todos os aspectos 
da experiência estudantil, e da 
experiência do corpo docente 
no campus e, portanto, a cam-
panha é muito fundamentada 
na continuação desse apoio de 
nossos ex-alunos e pais todos 
os anos”, disse Lockerby.

Uma parte do dinheiro ar-
recadado pela campanha é alo-
cado para a ajuda financeira 
que cerca de metade do corpo 
estudantil da Academia rece-
be. De acordo com Lockerby, 
a ajuda financeira e a política 
onde necessidades financeiras 
não afetam as admissões para 
Andover promovem “Jovens de 
Todos os Cantos”, um lema de 
Andover sobre a diversidade 
do corpo estudantil.

“Um dos objetivos mais im-
portantes da campanha é au-
mentar capacidade para ajuda 
financeira, e assim continuar 

aplicando nossas políticas de 
admissão cegas às necessi-
dades. Portanto, este ano, na 
campanha, estamos realmente 
aplicando nosso foco para le-
vantar dinheiro para ajuda fi-
nanceira”, disse Lockerby.

Lockerby disse que a ex-
ecução dos valores de Ando-
ver, lado a lado com uma séria 
ênfase na inovação, promove o 
sucesso de Andover.

“Nossos valores são tão res-
sonantes hoje quanto sem-
pre foram... Andover tem um 
histórico de perguntar onde há 
espaço para melhorar. Nosso 
foco na criatividade e na in-
ovação significa que podemos 
ter uma grande reputação, mas 
se simplesmente descansar-
mos sobre nossos louros, não 
continuaremos proporcionan-
do a experiência educacional 
mais capaz que podemos dar”, 
disse Lockerby.

A campanha apoia a in-
ovação do campus, em parte, 
através dos vários projetos de 
construção no campus. Isso 
começou com o Centro de 
Bem-Estar Rebecca M. Sykes 
e o Centro Atlético Snyder, e 
continua com a atual reforma 
renovadora da Biblioteca Oli-
ver Wendell Holmes (OWHL).

“Como todos sabem, a 
OWHL está sendo reforma-
da, algo que foi realmente 
necessário por vários anos. A 
OWHL foi renovada pela úl-
tima vez em 1987, e há partes 
dela que não foram renovadas 
desde que foi construída na dé-

cada de 1930. Por isso, estava 
na hora de não apenas uma 
refrescada, mas uma releitu-
ra por completo do que é uma 
biblioteca moderna”, disse 
Lockerby.

De acordo com Lockerby, 
também há planos para o novo 
Centro Pan Atlético e um novo 
prédio de música para o cam-
pus. Esses planos estão alin-
hados com o compromisso da 
campanha com a inovação, 
por aprimorarem as experiên-
cias extracurriculares dos os 
alunos.

“O próximo projeto será um 
segundo projeto de atletismo 
o qual anunciamos presentear 
na primavera, mas não levanta-
mos todo o dinheiro ainda, en-
tão eles ainda não começaram. 
Esse é o Pan Athletic Center, 
que será o lar da nova piscina 
para natação e mergulho, assim 
como o espaço para nosso pro-
grama de luta livre e um novo 
centro de dança. Além disso, 
um prédio de música para real-
mente mudar a experiência de 
nossos estudantes músicos”, 
disse Lockerby.

De acordo com Sweet, a 
campanha não é apenas um es-
forço para arrecadar fundos, 
mas também uma fonte de or-
gulho para a escola.

Sweet escreveu: “A cam-
panha é uma fonte fundamen-
tal de financiamento para fa-
tores como a ajuda financeira 
cega à necessidades, o Pro-
gramas de Aprendizagem pelo 
Mundo, equidade e inclusão, 

e instalações novas e renova-
das no campus. Também é uma 
questão de orgulho. Acredi-
to que a maioria das pessoas 
de nossa comunidade apoiam 
uma iniciativa que promoverá 
Andover como líder de ensino, 
aprendizado e todos os aspec-
tos de uma educação residen-
cial”.

Nesse espírito, o OAR foi 
reconhecido pelo Conselho de 
Avanço e Apoio à Educação 
(CASE), uma organização 
sem fins lucrativos visada no 
avanço educacional. O CASE 
reconheceu o OAR pelo seu 
sucesso na arrecadação de re-
cursos entre instituições par-
ceiras. Lockerby enfatizou 
a importância tanto dos do-
adores quanto dos voluntários 
que juntos contribuíram para 
mais esse sucesso.

“É obviamente incrível ser 
reconhecido pelo nosso tra-
balho duro, mas, no meu ponto 
de vista, enquanto nós temos 
o reconhecimento, as pes-
soas que fizeram o trabalho 
duro foram os doadores e vol-
untários. Andover não estaria 
onde está, obviamente, sem os 
doadores que nos sustentam. 
Porém, também temos cen-
tenas de voluntários que se 
empenham em ajudar o nosso 
trabalho. Então, penso nesse 
nosso reconhecimento como 
reconhecimento para eles”, 
disse Lockerby.

1778年に書かれたアンドー
バー(Andover)の設立憲章に
は「知識のない善意は弱く、善
意のない知識は危険である」と
書かれている。現在、財務管理部

（OAR=Office of Academy 
Resources）が主導する「知識と
善意」キャンペーンは、我が校の
価値観に根ざしながら、更なる改
革を目指している。

広報責任者のトレイシー・ス
ウィート氏(Tracy Sweet)は、こ
の構想の目的と資金調達の成
功について、フィリピアン紙(The 
Phillipian)に対して「『知識と善
意』キャンペーンは2014年に教
職員と理事会で承認された、アン
ドーバーの戦略の中でも優先度
の高い主要な資金調達活動で
す。慎重に計画を練り上げ、最初
に小規模の寄付の受付を始めた
後、2017年9月にはピクニックと
パーティーでキャンペーンを開始
しました。今現在、このキャンペー
ンは2億ドルを上回り、猛烈な勢

いで前進しています。」とメールで
語った。
「知識と善意」キャンペーンで

は、アンドーバーと関係のある様
々な寄贈者から寄付を受けてい
る。事務局長のトーマス・ロカビ
ー氏(Thomas Lockerby)はア
ンドーバーの目標を進めるため
の寄贈者の役割について「このキ
ャンペーンはまず第1に本学の戦
略をより明確化する為に計画さ
れました。第2に現在の学校の運
営を引き続き支援していきます。
従って卒業生と保護者両方から
の毎年の基金を増やすことが、キ
ャンペーンの重要な要素となりま
す。これは学生の教育環境、キャ
ンパスの教職員の環境をあらゆ
る側面からサポートする資金で
す。このキャンペーンは毎年の卒
業生や両親からのサポートを継
続して進めていくことが根本とな
っています。」と語った。

この「知識と善意」キャンペー
ンの寄付金の一部は、奨学金を
受けている学生の約半数に割り
当られている。ロカビー氏は「奨
学金とアンドーバーの入試にお
けるニード-ブラインド ポリシー
(need-blind policy＝家庭の経
済状況を入試の合否の判断材料
としない方針）は、”すべての若者
に機会を”というモットーは学生
全体の多様性をより強化します。

このような方針を継続してサポー
トするために、このキャンペーン
の最も重要な目標の1つは奨学
金の額を上げることです。私たち
は、今年のキャンペーンで奨学金
の額を上げることに焦点を当て
ています。このアンドーバーの価
値観の有用性は、改革の重要性
と結びつき、学校を成功に導きま
す。私たちの価値観は今までにな
いほど共感を集めています...ア
ンドーバーは、どうすればよりよく
なるかを問い続ける長い伝統を
持っています。創造性と改革に焦
点を当てれば大きな名声を得る
ことができるでしょうが、栄光にあ
ぐらをかいていては、最も適切な
教育環境を維持することができ
ません。」と語った。

このキャンペーンは、さまざま
な建設計画を通して、キャンパ
スの改革の一部をサポートして
いる。レベッカ・エム・サイクス・ウ
ェルネスセンター(Rebecca M. 
Sykes Wellness Center)やス
ナイダーセンター(Snyder Cen-
ter)に始まり、オリバー・ウェンデ
ル・ホームズ図書館（OWHL）は
現在も改装中である。

ロカビー氏は「皆さんもご存
知の通り、現在図書館ではこの
数年間ずっと必要だった改修
を行っています。図書館が最後
に修繕されたのは1987年です

が、1930年台に作られて以来補
修されていない部分もありまし
た。そして今はただ改築するだけ
でなく、現代的な図書館とは何か
を大々的に再考するべき時なの
です。パンアスレチックセンター
(Pan Athletic Center)や音楽
棟をキャンパスに新築する構想も
あるそうです。このような取り組み
は、このキャンペーンの公約でも
ある「学生たちの課外活動の強
化」とも一致します。次に控えてい
る競技用プロジェクト第2弾をこ
の春に発表しましたが、すべての
費用が工面できておらずまだ始
められていません。新しい競泳・
潜水用のプールやレスリング場や
ダンススタジオを備えたアスレチ
ック・センターは新しい拠点とな
り、音楽棟は音楽を勉強する生
徒たちの経験値を高めるでしょ
う。」と語った。

スウィート氏は「これは単な
る資金調達活動ではなく、学校
の誇りなのです。このキャンペー
ンはニードブラインド奨学金や、
ラーニング・イン・ザ・ワールド
(Learning  in the World＝世
界で行う研修)、公平で包括的な
カリキュラム、学校施設の新設や
修復などのための重要な資金源
なのです。これもまた学校の誇り
です。アンドーバーのコミュニティ
の誰もがこのキャンペーンの後押

しすることができます。それは授
業や学習でも、また多角的な寮
生の教育でもアンドーバーがリ
ーダーとなることを推し進めます。
」と語った。

こうした精神により、我が校
の財 務 管 理 部 門 ( OA R = O f -
fice of Academy Resourc-
e s )は、教 育 発 展 支 援 評 議 会
CASE＝(Councul for Ad-
vancement and Support of 
Education)から教育の発展の
分野での非営利組織として承認
された。教育発展支援評議会は
我が校の財務管理部門の提携
校での資金調達活動の功績を認
めた。

ロカビー氏は「この成功をおさ
めるためには寄贈者とボランティ
アの両方が重要です。私たちの
重労働が認められるのは確かに
とても嬉しいです。私たちは功績
を認められましたが、実際に重労
働をしたのは寄贈者とボランティ
アです。アンドーバーは私たちを
支えてくれる寄贈者無しでは絶
対にあり得ません。私たちには何
百人ものボランティアがいてこの
仕事を手伝ってくれました。だか
らこの功績は彼らの功績だと私
は思っています。」と語った。

グッドネス・アンド・ノーレッジ・キャンペーン資金が２億ドルを超える
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 智慧与美德项目已筹资两亿美元

安多福 (Andover) 1778 年
立的校宪宪法中写着：“没有
智慧的美德即弱小，没有美德
的智慧即危险。”两百四十年
后，学院资源办公室 (OAR) 带
领的智慧与美德项目希望在保
留安多福核心价值观的同时带
来创新。

学院通讯主管 Tracy Sweet 
为我们具体解释了一下项目的
宗旨和募捐的成功。

她在电子邮件中写道：“智
慧与美德项目是安多福战略计
划现款的主要来源。教职员工
与董事会于2014 年就认可了这
个战略计划，并一直在支持项
目的进展。经过具体计划和初
步筹款，这一项目于2017年9
月以室外野餐及晚会的形式启
动。这个项目至今已经筹资超

过两亿美金，下一步进展也是
动力十足。”

智慧与美德项目的钱款来自
跟安多福有联系的捐赠者。学
院秘书 Thomas Lockerby 向我
们解释这些捐款将如何为学院
的发展做出贡献。

他说：“‘智慧与美德’项
目最主要的目标是帮助实现战
略计划。除此之外，它还有助
于维持学校的日常运转，所以
项目一大部分的捐款来自于校
友和学生家长的年度基金。这
些资金将会被用来完善学生和
教职工在校生活的方方面面，
而项目的成功将取决于校友和
家长每年的支持。”

“ 智 慧 与 美 德 ” 筹 集 资 金
的一部分将会为学生提供奖学
金。如今，几乎百分之五十的
学生都接受学校的经济资助。
据Lockerby 所说，安多福所
能够提供的奖学金以及不考虑
经济条件的招生政策有利于实
现“来自天涯海角的青少年”
这一强调学生多样性的安多福
格言。

他说：“这个项目最重要的

目标之一就是为我们的奖学金
资金继续筹款，以便我们可以
继续在招生过程当中不用考虑
学生的经济条件。整个筹款项
目今年就主要集中精力为奖学
金筹款。”

Lockerby 说，“智慧与美
德”项目对安多福价值观的实
践和对创新的大力支持对于安
多福的成功是至关重要的。

他说：“我们的价值观到今
天依然引起共鸣。安多福一直
在寻找进步的方法。对创新能
力的热衷说明我们知道如果只
去享受过去的荣耀，我们便不
会有能力在未来为学生提供最
前沿的教学体验。”

“智慧与美德”名下的各处
建筑工程体现了整个项目对校
园创新的极力支持。几年前建
立的 Sykes 医务所和 Synder 体
育中心，以及现在仍未竣工的
Oliver Wendell Holmes 图书馆
（OWHL）的翻新，都是“智
慧与美德”项目的一部分。

Lockerby 说：“大家一定
都知道，图书馆早就该被翻新
了。上一次翻修是1987年，还

只是部分翻修，图书馆的一些
设施从三十年代建起来之后就
已没有再修过。现在图书馆需
要的不仅仅是翻修，而是重新
设计整体规划。OWHL的全面
改善是让其成为一个现代图书
馆不可或缺的一步。”

据 Lockerby 描述，潘氏体育
中心和新音乐教学楼的计划也
在进行中。这些计划符合项目
对创新的支持，志在为学生们
提供更好的课外活动体验。

他说：“我们筹款的下一个
项目是第二个体育中心。我们
还没有筹完资金，所以还没有
开工。它将是潘氏体育中心，
里 面 会 有 新 的 游 泳 池 和 跳 水
池，也会有摔跤场地和新的舞
蹈中心。新的音乐教学楼也一
定会大幅度改善我们音乐爱好
者的体验。”

据 Sweet 所说，“智慧和美
德”项目不仅是为了筹款，也
是让学校感到荣耀和自豪的一
件事。

Sweet 写道：“‘智慧和美
德’为很多项目提供资金：我
们的奖学金项目、唐学院‘在

世 界 中 学 习 ’ 的 海 外 留 学 项
目、‘平等与包容’项目，以
及校园硬件的改善。同时，它
也让我们感到骄傲。我认为安
多福社区的每一位成员都会支
持这个让安多福在教育学术及
学习生活的方方面面都成为领
导者的项目。”

正 是 因 为 有 这 种 精 神 ， 学
院资源办公室得到了教育发展
界的一个非营利组织“教育提
高委员会 (CASE)” 的诚恳认
可。“教育提高委员会”表彰
了学院资源办公室在筹款方面
的成功。 Lockerby 也提到了捐
赠者和志愿者对筹款成功所作
出的重大贡献。

他说：“被别人认可固然是
很荣幸的，但依我来看，虽然
我们得到了认可，真正付出的
却是筹款项目的捐赠者和志愿
者。如果没有支持我们的捐赠
者或帮助我们的那几百位志愿
者，这个项目不会有今天的成
就。因此，我认为我们得到的
表彰是属于他们的－－我会把
这种认可想作为对于［帮助我
们的人］的认可。”
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Campanha do Conhecimento e Bondade Já Arrecadou Mais de $200 Milhões

A Constituição de Andover, 
escrita em 1778, consta que “a 
bondade sem conhecimento 
é fraca ... mas o conhecimen-
to sem a bondade é perigoso”. 
Hoje, a Campanha do Conhe-
cimento e Bondade, liderada 
pelo Escritório de Recursos 
da Academia (OAR), procura 
inovar o campus permanecen-
do fundamentada nos valores 
principais de Andover.

Tracy Sweet, diretora de 
Comunicações da Academia, 
explicou o propósito da inicia-
tiva e seu íntegro sucesso na 
arrecadação de recursos.

“A campanha de Conheci-
mento e Bondade é uma fonte 
de financiamento fundamen-
tal para as prioridades no Pla-
no Estratégico de Andover, 
aprovado pelo corpo docente 
e pelo Conselho de Admin-
istração em 2014. Após um 
planejamento atencioso e a 
primeira angariação de fundos, 
a campanha foi lançada para o 
público em setembro de 2017 
com um piquenique e um even-
to de gala para a comunidade. 
Hoje a campanha já passou de 
$200 milhões de dólares, e se-
guimos impulsionados para o 
futuro”, escreveu Sweet em um 

e-mail ao The Phillipian.
A campanha de Conheci-

mento e Bondade arrecadou 
dinheiro de diversos doadores 
com conexões com Andover. 
Thomas Lockerby, secretário 
da Academia, explicou o pa-
pel que esses doadores têm no 
desenvolvimento dos objetivos 
de Andover.

“Primeiramente, a cam-
panha é projetada para res-
saltar o plano estratégico. Em 
segundo lugar, é somente para 
continuar a apoiar as operações 
atuais da escola, por isso, um 
item importante da campanha 
é o nosso Fundo Anual de ex-
alunos e pais. Esse é o dinheiro 
que sustenta todos os aspectos 
da experiência estudantil, e da 
experiência do corpo docente 
no campus e, portanto, a cam-
panha é muito fundamentada 
na continuação desse apoio de 
nossos ex-alunos e pais todos 
os anos”, disse Lockerby.

Uma parte do dinheiro ar-
recadado pela campanha é alo-
cado para a ajuda financeira 
que cerca de metade do corpo 
estudantil da Academia rece-
be. De acordo com Lockerby, 
a ajuda financeira e a política 
onde necessidades financeiras 
não afetam as admissões para 
Andover promovem “Jovens de 
Todos os Cantos”, um lema de 
Andover sobre a diversidade 
do corpo estudantil.

“Um dos objetivos mais im-
portantes da campanha é au-
mentar capacidade para ajuda 
financeira, e assim continuar 

aplicando nossas políticas de 
admissão cegas às necessi-
dades. Portanto, este ano, na 
campanha, estamos realmente 
aplicando nosso foco para le-
vantar dinheiro para ajuda fi-
nanceira”, disse Lockerby.

Lockerby disse que a ex-
ecução dos valores de Ando-
ver, lado a lado com uma séria 
ênfase na inovação, promove o 
sucesso de Andover.

“Nossos valores são tão res-
sonantes hoje quanto sem-
pre foram... Andover tem um 
histórico de perguntar onde há 
espaço para melhorar. Nosso 
foco na criatividade e na in-
ovação significa que podemos 
ter uma grande reputação, mas 
se simplesmente descansar-
mos sobre nossos louros, não 
continuaremos proporcionan-
do a experiência educacional 
mais capaz que podemos dar”, 
disse Lockerby.

A campanha apoia a in-
ovação do campus, em parte, 
através dos vários projetos de 
construção no campus. Isso 
começou com o Centro de 
Bem-Estar Rebecca M. Sykes 
e o Centro Atlético Snyder, e 
continua com a atual reforma 
renovadora da Biblioteca Oli-
ver Wendell Holmes (OWHL).

“Como todos sabem, a 
OWHL está sendo reforma-
da, algo que foi realmente 
necessário por vários anos. A 
OWHL foi renovada pela úl-
tima vez em 1987, e há partes 
dela que não foram renovadas 
desde que foi construída na dé-

cada de 1930. Por isso, estava 
na hora de não apenas uma 
refrescada, mas uma releitu-
ra por completo do que é uma 
biblioteca moderna”, disse 
Lockerby.

De acordo com Lockerby, 
também há planos para o novo 
Centro Pan Atlético e um novo 
prédio de música para o cam-
pus. Esses planos estão alin-
hados com o compromisso da 
campanha com a inovação, 
por aprimorarem as experiên-
cias extracurriculares dos os 
alunos.

“O próximo projeto será um 
segundo projeto de atletismo 
o qual anunciamos presentear 
na primavera, mas não levanta-
mos todo o dinheiro ainda, en-
tão eles ainda não começaram. 
Esse é o Pan Athletic Center, 
que será o lar da nova piscina 
para natação e mergulho, assim 
como o espaço para nosso pro-
grama de luta livre e um novo 
centro de dança. Além disso, 
um prédio de música para real-
mente mudar a experiência de 
nossos estudantes músicos”, 
disse Lockerby.

De acordo com Sweet, a 
campanha não é apenas um es-
forço para arrecadar fundos, 
mas também uma fonte de or-
gulho para a escola.

Sweet escreveu: “A cam-
panha é uma fonte fundamen-
tal de financiamento para fa-
tores como a ajuda financeira 
cega à necessidades, o Pro-
gramas de Aprendizagem pelo 
Mundo, equidade e inclusão, 

e instalações novas e renova-
das no campus. Também é uma 
questão de orgulho. Acredi-
to que a maioria das pessoas 
de nossa comunidade apoiam 
uma iniciativa que promoverá 
Andover como líder de ensino, 
aprendizado e todos os aspec-
tos de uma educação residen-
cial”.

Nesse espírito, o OAR foi 
reconhecido pelo Conselho de 
Avanço e Apoio à Educação 
(CASE), uma organização 
sem fins lucrativos visada no 
avanço educacional. O CASE 
reconheceu o OAR pelo seu 
sucesso na arrecadação de re-
cursos entre instituições par-
ceiras. Lockerby enfatizou 
a importância tanto dos do-
adores quanto dos voluntários 
que juntos contribuíram para 
mais esse sucesso.

“É obviamente incrível ser 
reconhecido pelo nosso tra-
balho duro, mas, no meu ponto 
de vista, enquanto nós temos 
o reconhecimento, as pes-
soas que fizeram o trabalho 
duro foram os doadores e vol-
untários. Andover não estaria 
onde está, obviamente, sem os 
doadores que nos sustentam. 
Porém, também temos cen-
tenas de voluntários que se 
empenham em ajudar o nosso 
trabalho. Então, penso nesse 
nosso reconhecimento como 
reconhecimento para eles”, 
disse Lockerby.

1778年に書かれたアンドー
バー(Andover)の設立憲章に
は「知識のない善意は弱く、善
意のない知識は危険である」と
書かれている。現在、財務管理部

（OAR=Office of Academy 
Resources）が主導する「知識と
善意」キャンペーンは、我が校の
価値観に根ざしながら、更なる改
革を目指している。

広報責任者のトレイシー・ス
ウィート氏(Tracy Sweet)は、こ
の構想の目的と資金調達の成
功について、フィリピアン紙(The 
Phillipian)に対して「『知識と善
意』キャンペーンは2014年に教
職員と理事会で承認された、アン
ドーバーの戦略の中でも優先度
の高い主要な資金調達活動で
す。慎重に計画を練り上げ、最初
に小規模の寄付の受付を始めた
後、2017年9月にはピクニックと
パーティーでキャンペーンを開始
しました。今現在、このキャンペー
ンは2億ドルを上回り、猛烈な勢

いで前進しています。」とメールで
語った。
「知識と善意」キャンペーンで

は、アンドーバーと関係のある様
々な寄贈者から寄付を受けてい
る。事務局長のトーマス・ロカビ
ー氏(Thomas Lockerby)はア
ンドーバーの目標を進めるため
の寄贈者の役割について「このキ
ャンペーンはまず第1に本学の戦
略をより明確化する為に計画さ
れました。第2に現在の学校の運
営を引き続き支援していきます。
従って卒業生と保護者両方から
の毎年の基金を増やすことが、キ
ャンペーンの重要な要素となりま
す。これは学生の教育環境、キャ
ンパスの教職員の環境をあらゆ
る側面からサポートする資金で
す。このキャンペーンは毎年の卒
業生や両親からのサポートを継
続して進めていくことが根本とな
っています。」と語った。

この「知識と善意」キャンペー
ンの寄付金の一部は、奨学金を
受けている学生の約半数に割り
当られている。ロカビー氏は「奨
学金とアンドーバーの入試にお
けるニード-ブラインド ポリシー
(need-blind policy＝家庭の経
済状況を入試の合否の判断材料
としない方針）は、”すべての若者
に機会を”というモットーは学生
全体の多様性をより強化します。

このような方針を継続してサポー
トするために、このキャンペーン
の最も重要な目標の1つは奨学
金の額を上げることです。私たち
は、今年のキャンペーンで奨学金
の額を上げることに焦点を当て
ています。このアンドーバーの価
値観の有用性は、改革の重要性
と結びつき、学校を成功に導きま
す。私たちの価値観は今までにな
いほど共感を集めています...ア
ンドーバーは、どうすればよりよく
なるかを問い続ける長い伝統を
持っています。創造性と改革に焦
点を当てれば大きな名声を得る
ことができるでしょうが、栄光にあ
ぐらをかいていては、最も適切な
教育環境を維持することができ
ません。」と語った。

このキャンペーンは、さまざま
な建設計画を通して、キャンパ
スの改革の一部をサポートして
いる。レベッカ・エム・サイクス・ウ
ェルネスセンター(Rebecca M. 
Sykes Wellness Center)やス
ナイダーセンター(Snyder Cen-
ter)に始まり、オリバー・ウェンデ
ル・ホームズ図書館（OWHL）は
現在も改装中である。

ロカビー氏は「皆さんもご存
知の通り、現在図書館ではこの
数年間ずっと必要だった改修
を行っています。図書館が最後
に修繕されたのは1987年です

が、1930年台に作られて以来補
修されていない部分もありまし
た。そして今はただ改築するだけ
でなく、現代的な図書館とは何か
を大々的に再考するべき時なの
です。パンアスレチックセンター
(Pan Athletic Center)や音楽
棟をキャンパスに新築する構想も
あるそうです。このような取り組み
は、このキャンペーンの公約でも
ある「学生たちの課外活動の強
化」とも一致します。次に控えてい
る競技用プロジェクト第2弾をこ
の春に発表しましたが、すべての
費用が工面できておらずまだ始
められていません。新しい競泳・
潜水用のプールやレスリング場や
ダンススタジオを備えたアスレチ
ック・センターは新しい拠点とな
り、音楽棟は音楽を勉強する生
徒たちの経験値を高めるでしょ
う。」と語った。

スウィート氏は「これは単な
る資金調達活動ではなく、学校
の誇りなのです。このキャンペー
ンはニードブラインド奨学金や、
ラーニング・イン・ザ・ワールド
(Learning  in the World＝世
界で行う研修)、公平で包括的な
カリキュラム、学校施設の新設や
修復などのための重要な資金源
なのです。これもまた学校の誇り
です。アンドーバーのコミュニティ
の誰もがこのキャンペーンの後押

しすることができます。それは授
業や学習でも、また多角的な寮
生の教育でもアンドーバーがリ
ーダーとなることを推し進めます。
」と語った。

こうした精神により、我が校
の財 務 管 理 部 門 ( OA R = O f -
fice of Academy Resourc-
e s )は、教 育 発 展 支 援 評 議 会
CASE＝(Councul for Ad-
vancement and Support of 
Education)から教育の発展の
分野での非営利組織として承認
された。教育発展支援評議会は
我が校の財務管理部門の提携
校での資金調達活動の功績を認
めた。

ロカビー氏は「この成功をおさ
めるためには寄贈者とボランティ
アの両方が重要です。私たちの
重労働が認められるのは確かに
とても嬉しいです。私たちは功績
を認められましたが、実際に重労
働をしたのは寄贈者とボランティ
アです。アンドーバーは私たちを
支えてくれる寄贈者無しでは絶
対にあり得ません。私たちには何
百人ものボランティアがいてこの
仕事を手伝ってくれました。だか
らこの功績は彼らの功績だと私
は思っています。」と語った。

グッドネス・アンド・ノーレッジ・キャンペーン資金が２億ドルを超える
ZACH MOYNIHAN & 

JANE PARK

TRANSLATED BY 
KYOKA HINOSHITA &

RIKU TANAKA

ZACH MOYNIHAN & 
JANE PARK

TRANSLATED BY 
PETER WU

ZACH MOYNIHAN & 
JANE PARK

TRANSLATED BY 
BRUNA CINCURA

Just last year, The Phillipian established its very own Multilingual section. Multilingual determines the 
most relevant stories from each week and translates The Phillipian’s coverage into an array of different 
languages. While CXLI added the Multilingual section to the Masthead, the translations created by the 
Multilingual section on a weekly basis are published exclusively online. For The Phillipian’s Commence-
ment issue, Multilingual has, for the first time, been allotted a space in our print issue. “Knowledge and 
Goodness Campaign Raises Over $200 Million,” written by Zach Moynihan and Jane Park, orignially pub-
lished in The Phillipian, vol. CXLI, No. 18, has been translated into Japanese, Chinese, and Portuguese. 
Visit phillipian.net/multilingual/ for more Multilingual content. 

MULTILINGUAL J4
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ARTS

Adrienne and Michelle,
You made our experi-
ence in the Arts section 
unforgettable. Thank you 
so much for trusting us 
with the section, and we 
hope we did you proud! 
We wish you all the luck 
for the future—we know 
you’re gonna kill it.

COMMENTARY

Allison, Keely, Sarika: 
May you all take your 
leadership and creativity 
to the next stages of your 
lives as you continue to 
challenge and change the 
status quo. Thank you for 
all you have done for us! 

BUSINESS

It’s not just business. 
Thanks for everything. 
Forever chase your bag. 
The legacy of StuPubs 
lives on.

DIGITAL

Jeffrey, Harvey, and Nick,
Thank you for all the 
guidance you’ve given 
us through the past year. 
The digital section has 
grown so much, and we 
couldn’t have done it 
without you. #digitalfirst

COPY

Cam, Caroline, and Senna- 
Thank you for your constant 
patience and guidance. You 
taught us not only how to 
be Editors, but how to be 
upperclassmen, how to be role 
models, and most importantly, 
that The Phillipian is always 
italicized. Endless love for you 
- we wish you the best of luck 
on your journeys ahead. 

NEWS

Christina and Patricia, 
From the start to the very 
end, your support and 
care for the news section 
made everything possi-
ble. We don’t know if we 
could’ve made it without 
you guys. Thank you for 
everything. We love you, 
and as always, send news! 

8P

Alex and Sophia – From 
our writing days ‘til now, 
you guys have been there 
to support us, help us, 
and make sure we know 
you’re the funnier pair. 
We wish you the best of 
luck in your future en-
deavors, and know you’ll 
go far!

ILLUSTRATION

Amy! Zora! Tessa! Thank 
you for your boundless 
creativity and making 
our section so strong and 
full of inspiration <3 Best 
of luck with your future 
art-making!

GRAPHIC

Arno, Chris —
You guys know how 
much we love you! Thank 
you for all that you have 
taught us. Best of luck 
next year. Hopefully we’ll 
make you proud. MULTILINGUAL

Michelle!!!!  Thank you 
for carrying this newborn 
section and seeing it come 
to fruition. We can know 
it takes a lot of faith and 
hard work to keep things 
running. Can’t wait to see 
the great things you will do 
<3 keep translating! 一路
顺风 :)

LAYOUT

Tessa, Max, and Lauren - 
Thank you for grounding 
us amid the chaos that is 
the newsroom. Best wish-
es to all of you in every-
thing that awaits you! 

PHOTO

Rhea and Mac, 
You both made photo 
the best it could’ve been. 
Your thoughtfulness and 
creativity continue to 
inspire us personally and 
as a section. We are forev-
er grateful for your trust 
and leadership, and we 
wish you all the best!

UM

Thank you for your 
continued support, your 
willingness to pick up 2 
a.m. phone calls, your 
food deliveries, and for 
supporting us through 
everything. 

(Helen: You’re our guard-
ian angel). 

SPORTS

Thank you for your guidance 
and support. Best of luck in 
your future, and we know you 
will be successful no matter 
what you decide to pursue. 
We love ya and will miss you! 
You will always have a home 
in the newsroom when you 
come visit, so please do!

VIDEO

Campbell and Ian, 
We don’t know if you’ll 
read our goodbye, but 
thanks for keeping the 
section alive. Video really 
thrived under your care. 
Stay subscribed!

Goodbyes to CXLI

Video Year in Review
In the last year, The Phillipian’s Video Section published 14 videos providing visual reporting of on-cam-
pus events, ranging in form from regular less-than-five-minute videos to longform features. See all videos 
on YouTube at youtube.com/phillipianvideo.

Each year, The Phillipian Masthead turns over at the end of January. During the Fall term and the beginning of 
Winter term, Associate Editors work alongside section Editors to learn the ways of the Newsroom. Each section’s 

current Editors have written tributes to their outgoing CXLI Editors. You raised us -- we’ll miss you. 
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Emily, 

may you raise the sails 
of creation, sail to 

maturity, and sail to 
the golden coast.

Mum, Dad and Jason

Congratulations 
Lauren! 

Love, 
Mom, Dad, 

Jessica, Rémy, 
Pucci, & Boxelle

Josh, we are so proud of you and your 
willingness to hear God’s voice and follow 

it. You have made wise decisions. James 1:5 
Know that we all love you and look forward 

to your future success. Love, the Family

Dear Sarah, 

We love you 
so much and 
are so proud 

of you.  

Congratulations! Love, Mom, Dad, Ella, & Henry



June 2, 2019 T h e  P h i l l i p i a n FAREWELL J7

“May the wind under your 
wings bear you where the 
sun sails and the moon 
walks.” -- Gandalf

Congratulations, Neil, on 
your multitude of accom-
plishment, from rowing and 
nordic to model UN and the 
Revere.  We are so proud 
of the person you are and 
continue to become.  Here’s 
to the next chapter... You’re 
going on an adventure ! 

Love, Mom, Dad and Tegan

Sawyer - 
Hard work pays off! We are so proud of you for who 

you are and where you are headed! 

Love you most - Dad, Mom, Tate & Maris

What an amazing 
journey! We are so 
proud of you and 
cannot believe all you 
have accomplished. 
Whatever you pursue in 
life, you will approach by 
infusing creativity, 
beauty, and art. So 
grateful to all who have 
helped and inspired you.  
Wishing continued 
success to all. May all 
your dreams come true!!!

Love, 
Mom & Dad
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Do what you love, love what you do. 
Way to go, Helen!


	A01
	A02
	A03NEWNEW
	A04NEW
	A05NEW
	A06NEWNEW
	A07NEWNEW
	A08
	A09NEWNEW
	A10NEW
	A11NEW
	A12
	B01NEW
	B02NEW
	B03
	B04NEWNEW
	B05
	B06
	B07
	B08
	B09
	B10
	B11NEW
	B12
	C01
	C02
	C03
	C04
	C05
	C06
	C07
	C08
	C09NEW
	C10
	C11
	C12
	D01
	D02NEW
	D03
	D04
	D05NEWNEW
	D06
	D07
	D08
	D09
	D10NEW
	D11NEW
	D12NEW
	E01NEW
	E02
	E03
	E04
	E05
	E06
	E07
	E08
	E09
	E10
	E11
	E12
	F01
	F02
	F03
	F04
	F05
	F06
	F07
	F08
	F09NEW
	F10
	F11NEW
	F12
	G01
	G02
	G03
	G04
	G05
	G06
	G07
	G08
	H01
	H02
	H03
	H04
	H05
	H06
	H07
	H08
	I01
	I02
	I03
	I04
	I05
	I06
	I07
	I08
	J01
	J02
	J03
	J04
	J04NEW
	J05
	J06
	J07
	J08

