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Well Here We Are Again Training Room Feature
Sports features an often-underap-
preciated part of athletics at Ando-
ver: the training room. 
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Does Eighth Page even know what  
a 1x1 is?

Arts, B7

Poetry Reading

Martín Espada leaves an impact on 
Andover students while speaking 
about his poetry, his father, and his 
creative influences.

The Housing System
Jonathan Fu ’21 argues that students 
must rise above the volatile housing 
system and their own emotional tur-
moil.

RAINN Sessions Aim to Increase 
Sexual Assault Awareness 

Discussions about sexual ac-
tivity, sexual misconduct, and 
school policies on these topics 
were facilitated by the nation’s 
largest anti-sexual violence orga-
nization in the Mural Room last 
Thursday and Friday. More than 
100 students participated in five 
hour-long listening sessions orga-
nized by the Rape, Abuse, and In-
cest National Network (RAINN). 

Jennifer Elliott ’94, Assistant 
Head of School for Residential 
Life and Dean of Students, said 
that she hopes the listening ses-
sions will help administration 
establish a better understanding 
of student opinions on sexual ac-
tivity and misconduct on campus. 

According to Elliot, she invit-
ed a third party organization so 
that students can express their 
thoughts without the risk of being 
penalized.

Elliott said, “We heard from 
students that they feel more can-
did with criticism and suggestion 
about the school when they are 
speaking with a third party...The 

listening session and how it was 
structured was all RAINN’s for-
mat, which I feel that it really res-
onated for us and the advices they 
were giving. Based on the stu-
dents’ opinions, RAINN will offer 
us suggestions about how we can 
improve our education and train-
ing processes.” 

Elliott plans to utilize the 
feedback and recommendations 
from listening sessions in order 
to improve sex education and 
sexual-misconduct response pro-
graming on campus.

“There definitely could be fu-
ture changes, based on the opin-
ions that were brought up in the 
event. In fact, making change is 
the main reason why we always 
want to be listening for feedback, 
and so the intent is to understand 
and learn where there are needs 
and opportunities, and how is it 
that we can address them,” said 
Elliott. 

According to participant Lizzy 
Glazer ’21, the group discussed 

AARON CHUNG
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In the past few weeks, An-
dover students have seen an 
uptick in the number of ra-
cially charged and aggressive 
encounters with passing driv-
ers. In at least four different 
encounters, racial slurs were 
yelled at students, with trash 
being thrown in at least two 
instances. 

Many Andover students 
have heard of “catboner” 
drive-bys– the crude phrase 
is often yelled at Andover 
students from passing cars. 
While many students have 
been “catbonered” before, the 
use of racial slurs and throw-
ing of garbage has not been 
typical of catbonering inci-
dents in the past. 

Martha Fenton, Dean of 
West Quad North, said that 
the encounters were the fo-
cus of the administrators, 
the cluster deans, and Phil-
lips Academy Public Safety 
(PAPS). 

“There were different ra-
cial slurs that were used and...
just behavior that’s not ac-
ceptable, and that obviously 
worries us. We checked on the 
kids that were involved, and 
we also made sure that [Mark] 
Leonard, [Director of Public 
Safety], was aware, that pub-
lic safety was keeping a closer 
eye, and that the town police 
were aware,” said Fenton.

One incident occurred a 
few weeks ago when Jada Li 
’21 was walking back to her 
dorm, Chase Hall. A black 
truck pulled up alongside her 
and an occupant began yelling 
racial slurs at her, while an-
other passenger threw a wa-
ter bottle at a student walking 
behind Li. 

“A boy stuck out his head 
and yelled, ‘Well, I’ll tell this 
fucking bitch that she’s a 
ch*nk.’...I’ve been called that 
before, but it still makes me 

quite mad. I don’t ever want 
to get used to it because it 
happens all the time. I have 
a right to be angry and I was. 
It’s a racial slur and that’s 
never okay, especially from a 
white boy I’ve never seen be-
fore,” wrote Li in an email to 
The Phillipian.

Claude Sayi ’21 described 
another situation that oc-
cured in West Quad North in 
front of Bishop Hall. A car had 
pulled up in front of Bishop 
and the occupants confronted 
Ray Shoemaker ’20 and Nick 
Thomas ’21, among others. 

“They came in front of 
Bishop and then they con-
fronted one of my friends, 
and then that’s when they 
were using racial slurs. Then 
they hopped out of the car, 
and they were about to try to 
confront my friend– his name 
is Ray [Shoemaker ’20]. But 
then that’s when Nick Thom-
as [’21] and others came, and 
then that’s when they hopped 
back in the car and they drove 
off,” said Sayi. 

Though Leonard cau-
tioned students to remain as 
non-confrontational as pos-
sible during these types of 
encounters, he also advised 
them to try and remember 
identifying aspects about the 
vehicle.

“First and foremost, make 
sure you’re safe...You don’t 
want to do anything such as 
respond, retaliate– certainly 
don’t want to put yourself in 
that position. My biggest sug-
gestion would just be the best 
witness you can be, to try to 
get as many details as you can, 
and most importantly– typi-
cally they are in a vehicle– to 
try to get a plate number with 
the state and the plate num-
ber as accurately as you can,” 
said Leonard.

Passing Drivers Yell 
Racial Slurs at Students

SOPHIA LEE
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Ryan Mai ’21 and his sis-
ter, Madeleine Mai, are the 
founders of DURI.AN, a non-
profit organization that pro-
vides cheap meals for chil-
dren living in rural areas in 
Vietnam. The pair decided to 
start the organization in the 
summer of 2018 after learn-
ing about another affordable 
school lunch program in Viet-
nam that provided meals for 
a dollar per day. Although it 
aimed to help children, it was 
too expensive for many Viet-
namese families. 

Mai said in an interview 
with The Phillipian, “I grew 

up around a lot of Vietnamese 
food and just access to food 
in general, and my family has 
always sort of been foodies, 
so it goes without saying that 
we appreciate a good meal. 
It’s different when you un-
derstand that not everyone in 
the world has access to a good 
meal, or has access to food in 
general, so for me that’s how 
I really got into wanting for 
everyone to have access to 
food.”

Mai and his team started 
raising money in November 
2018 and kicked off opera-
tions last December. As of 
today, DURI.AN has served 
over 7225 meals to students 
and has built six water wells 
in different Vietnamese vil-

lages, partnering with differ-
ent organizations such as the 
Center for Sustainable Devel-
opment Studies (CSDS). 

“I went to Vietnam a cou-
ple years ago in 2015, and on 
the road we saw this girl car-
rying a bucket of water. And 
she was probably only eight 
years old at the time. There 
are families that have to walk 
a couple miles just to get ac-
cess to clean water, whereas 
I can go anywhere and know 
that I will have access to wa-
ter no matter where I am, so 
that was something that was 
really eye-opening for my 
family and myself,” said Mai.

According to DURI.AN’s 
website, the organization is 
run entirely by volunteers, 

most of whom are still in high 
school. Its goal is to empower 
young people to make a dif-
ference by undertaking small 
projects with big impacts. 
Mai and his sister started 
DURI.AN entirely on their 
own, using Google search 
to help them with different 
tasks such as filling out gov-
ernment forms.

“We never knew anything 
before the internet, [but] we 
have access to information at 
our fingertips. In that sense, 
we don’t really need a degree 
or certain qualifications in 
order to do something, it all 
started with having access to 
the internet,” said Mai.

Mai decided on the name 
DURI.AN because it was a 

clever combination of the or-
ganization’s motto, and the 
Vietnamese word meaning ‘to 
eat.’ Coincidentally, “durian” 
is also the name of a fruit pop-
ular in southeast Asia.

“Durian is this stinky, con-
troversial fruit that either 
you love or you hate, and it 
was just kind of a fun name. 
Our tagline is ‘durable eats,’ 
so duri is like durable, and ân 
in Vietnamese actually means 
‘to eat.’ Again, when we start-
ed out we focused a lot on 
nutrition and water, so that’s 
where it came from, ‘durable 

SHIRA WOLPOWITZ
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Ryan Mai ’21 Starts Nonprofit Organization to Combat Poverty in Vietnam

During the forum, students and faculty discussed plans for personal time with the new schedule for the 2019-2020 
school year. Pictured above are Eamon Garrity-Rokous ’20 and Sheena Hilton ’05, Flagstaff Cluster Dean. 
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Personal time has existed 
for years as a way for students 
to excuse themselves from 
classes and athletics. Last 
Friday, April 26, students re-
ceived an email about its pos-
sible discontinuation and an 
upcoming forum for students 
and faculty to discuss alter-
natives. Student Council held 
this forum in the Underwood 
Room on Wednesday from 
7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Along with Rajesh Mundra, 
Associate Dean of Studies and 
Residential Life, 2018-2019 
Student Body Co-Presidents 
Keely Aouga ’19 and Nick 
Demetroulakos ’19 and 2019-
2020 Student Co-Presi-

dent-Elects Sebastian Romero 
’20 and Shahinda Bahnasy ’20 
opened the forum. The pairs 
set ground rules for construc-
tive discussion and reiterated 
Blue Book policies on person-
al time.

“I think one of the things 
that really stood out to me was 
how much of a disparity there 
was between the knowledge 
that each of us had surround-
ing personal time. One of 
the things that we discussed 
as a group and that I talked 
about with Jennifer Elliott, 
[Assistant Head of School for 
Residential Life and Dean 
of Students], Sheena Hilton 
’05 [Flagstaff Cluster Dean], 
and the other deans, was that 
taking away personal time 
isn’t necessarily the option, 

but rather, reeducating on 
what its purpose is would be 
more beneficial to the great-
er Andover community,” said 
Romero in an interview with 
The Phillipian.

Romero continued, “As it 
stands now, not a lot of stu-
dents know that there are 
resources in [the Rebecca M. 
Sykes Wellness Center], the 
deans, and other means of 
getting excused while seeking 
help and support. In reality, 
that’s a detriment to our stu-
dents because the school has 
these systems in place for our 
well-being.”

Students and faculty of-

Students and Faculty Discuss 
Personal Time During Community Forum

WILLIAM YUE
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Barbara Pierce Bush is the 
CEO of Global Health Corps, a 
non-profit organization co-found-
ed in 2009 by Bush with the goal 
of solving health problems all over 
the world. Last Wednesday at All-
School Meeting, Head of School 
John Palfrey and Bush discussed 
how her close relationships with 
her family including her twin 
sister, Jenna Bush Hager, her late 
grandfather, President George 
H.W. Bush ’42, and her father 
President George Bush ’64, have 
positively affected her life and ca-
reer.   

Barbara’s visit this week 
marked her first visit to Ando-
ver. During ASM, she noted the 
school’s importance to members 
of her family, as well as how her 
family has influenced her life. 

Barbara said, “When [my sis-
ter and I] were born, our grand-
father was vice-president. When 
we were away for college, my dad 
was president. Our lives were 
pretty remarkable and different. 

And yet, our day-to-day life is very 
ordinary. We grew up in Texas. I 
was really lucky in that I had a 
twin sister which meant that I had 
partner in everything.”

Recounting her personal ex-
perience growing up with her 
grandfather, Bush admired her 
grandfather for his ability to re-

main humble. Barbara also spoke 
about how involved her grandfa-
ther was in her daily life, despite 
holding the significant role of be-
ing the President. 

Barbara said, “I had thought 
that everybody’s grandfather was 
president because my grandfa-
ther was so humble. When I went 
to school, I asked my best friend 
when her grandfather’s inaugu-
ration was, and I found that there 
wasn’t one. I didn’t understand 
the importance of his job because 
he was so involved in our lives. He 
was like every other grandfather.”

Barbara also shared her insight 
and first-hand perspective into 
her grandfather’s style of leader-
ship. More specifically, Bush re-
flected on how her grandfather’s 
approach to leadership differed 
from the common understanding 
of what being a leader is. 

Barbara said, “My grandfa-
ther very much led with love. He 
was very kind and gentle. That 
was something that was seen as 
a weakness when he was running 

Barbara Pierce Bush Discusses Importance 
of Family During All-School Meeting

HANNAH JUSTICZ
AND LEXIE MARIANO

Barbara Pierce Bush visited the 
Andover campus for the first time 
in her life this week. 
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Last Friday, Andover students 
received an email about an upcoming 
forum to discuss the “potential 
discontinuation” of personal time for 
the coming school year. This email came 
as a negative surprise to the student 
body—within the week, a change.
org petition aiming to demonstrate 
student opposition garnered almost 
300 signatures, and comments 
about administrative distance from 
student interests re-entered casual 
conversation on campus. 

But amidst all the conversations, 
debates, and memes following a 
proposed discussion about the merits 
of keeping personal time, it feels as 
though we’ve lost track of a central 
question: why are we so attached to 
personal time?

The fact that we live on campus can 
make school feel inescapable at times. 
During the week, many hours are 
spent doing homework, playing sports, 
or participating in clubs. Endless 
commitments and constant interaction 
with peers during meals and in the 
dorm means that it can be nearly 
impossible to step away from school 
and everything that comes along with it 
socially, academically, and athletically.

Your whole life becomes intertwined 
with Andover. Anything you do 
unrelated to school—being with old 
friends or family, engaging at all with 
the world outside of Andover—is an 
exception, requiring day excuses, 
overnight forms, or checking in with 
your teachers and house counselor 
beforehand.

But no student’s life is contained 
entirely within Andover. The role 
of personal time is to give students 
an opportunity to break out of this 
otherwise all-enclosing campus. For 
everything from athletic events and 
other extracurricular programs to 
family emergencies, students are told 
to take personal time for the classes 
that they miss. 

Personal time legitimizes that 
students have lives and commitments 

beyond the school, that they need to take 
care of themselves beyond the school 
trying to take care of them. Cuts have 
a negative connotation that personal 
time doesn’t; you’re not supposed to 
cut classes, and if you accumulate cuts, 
you face restriction and disciplinary 
action. Tolerance in the cut policy 
should be used for for accidental sleep-
ins or last-minute emergencies, not 
planned. Personal time allows students 
to practice wellness without breaking 
the rules. 

Furthermore, many students 
feel that taking away personal 
time is counteractive in fostering a 
positive community on campus. The 
administration often emphasizes 
mental health and wellness, but 
without personal time, many students 
feel that they don’t have the space to 
take time for themselves. 

Perhaps one solution would be 
allowing more cuts. After reducing 
the number of cuts from four to two 
in recent years, taking away personal 
time as well would be excessive. 
Another solution would be to allow 
Dean’s Excuses to be more accessible. 
In the past, students have had to use 
their personal time to attend funerals, 
sports tournaments, or other necessary 
events. If circumstances like this could 
be easily excused by the Cluster Deans, 
perhaps personal time would be less 
important. 

As boarders, we don’t have sick 
or mental health days that would be 
granted to us by our parents. In order 
to learn to take care of ourselves, we 
have to be given the opportunity to 
take a break when we need to. Personal 
time is the only time students are given 
for ourselves, and taking away two 
45-minute periods worth of personal 
time per term is not worth sacrificing 
the wellbeing, comfort, and happiness 
of students. 

This editorial represents the views of 
The Phillipian, vol. CXLII.

Editorial
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TO THE EDITOR: 

In response to re-
cent discussions surrounding 
the current Personal Time 
Policy, we, the student body 
Co-Presidents, urge the ad-
ministration to consider the 
voices of peers and friends. 
As stated in both an email 
from the Dean of Students 
Office and at the Student 
Council forum, the “discon-
tinuation of personal time” 
has recently been under con-
sideration. On behalf of the 
majority of students, as well 
as Student Council, we want 
to emphasize the importance 
of personal time, while also 
analyzing the rare dilemma 
that confronts the faculty and 
students at this point in time. 

 For those who are un-
aware of the current personal 
time policy, the Blue Book 
states that, “each term, stu-
dents may take one period of 
personal time in each of their 
classes and their exercise/
sport commitment if, and only 
if, they have no unexcused ab-
sences in that class/sport dur-
ing the current term,” (56). 
Students are expected to re-
quest personal time with their 
teacher 24 hours in advance 
of their class meeting, and 
teachers may deny personal 
time “during the final week of 
the term; if there is a sched-
uled assessment, laboratory, 
group activity, or presenta-

tion; or if the teacher feels 
that the student is struggling 
in the course,” (56).

Recently, faculty concerns 
have been threefold: 1. Stu-
dents are misusing personal 
time for the incorrect rea-
sons; 2. Students feel a sense 
of entitlement to receiving 
personal time, leaving teach-
ers feeling as if they are un-
able to deny personal time; 3. 
Students have various other 
means of getting excused from 
commitments, including the 
Rebecca M. Sykes Wellness 
Center, Dean’s Excuse, OASIS, 
college visits, prefect/proctor 
time, and the trainer’s office. 

While we understand the 
faculty’s frustrations with the 
current policy, personal time 
is an essential support system 
that promotes self-advocacy 
and personal well-being. It is 
crucial to finish work, take a 
break, catch up, or take a step 
back. It facilitates discussions 
among faculty and students, 
encouraging faculty to sup-
port their scholars. Regard-
less of its use, a majority, if 
not all, of the aspects regard-
ing personal time are positive. 
Repealing the policy would be 
a detriment to student health, 
especially during a time when 
Andover must prove itself ca-
pable of providing adequate 
mental health support for its 
students. 

Considering both faculty 
and student input, we have 

reached the conclusion that 
the most pertinent course of 
action should be one of re-
education. The purpose of 
this would be to reiterate the 
correct uses and value of per-
sonal time for all members 
on our campus, as well as to 
stress the proper behavior 
that students must display 
when communicating with 
teachers. In turn, this would 
properly inform the students 
and faculty of a support sys-
tem that is meant to promote 
health and wellness.

The actions of the few 
should not dictate the dis-
course of the many. As stu-
dents, we need to join togeth-
er and voice our opinions to 
the faculty, especially during 
a time when the faculty are 
eager to listen to us. That is 
why participation in forums 
and conversation with facul-
ty on a daily basis creates an 
environment that is condu-
cive to the betterment of our 
school community. Advocate 
for yourself and the wellbeing 
of your peers. At the end of 
the day, we all want a happy 
and healthy Andover. Let us 
work together to achieve this 
common goal. 

Sincerely,
Shahinda Bahnasy and Se-

bastián Romero

Letter to the Editor
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ON SATURDAY NIGHT 
last week, two fe-
male students wearing 

bralettes were removed from 
a dance while, allegedly, other 
topless male students were al-
lowed to stay. Considering that 
an officially recognized report of 
the incident has not been issued 
and different versions of the sto-
ry have been circulated among 
students, it is better to avoid di-
rectly criticizing the incident 
itself. Instead, I reflected on the 
consequences and impacts of the 
protest announced after the inci-
dent, and I came to the conclu-
sion that there is much room for 
improvement for all involved. 

First of all, I think students 
leaders should not seek dem-
onstration solely on their 
own. It is better to consult 
with the school about the 
manners of the demonstra-
tion before announcing the 
event on social media, which, 
unfortunately, was not the 
case. As the American Civil 
Liberties Union of Massa-
chusetts suggests, “The gen-
eral rule is that free speech 
activity cannot take place on 
private property absent the 
consent of the property own-
er.” Don’t get me wrong: I am 
not against the protest itself, 
but the bold decision to an-
nounce it at first without 
consulting with the admin-
istration. A protest is an ac-
ceptable way to express con-

cerns, and this protest does 
not have an intent to confront 
the schools but to “stand up 
for those silenced by gender 
discriminatory dress codes,” 
as stated by its official email. 
Yet a protest not sponsored 
by the school may create 
tension, as many would mis-
understand the protest as a 
stance against the adminis-
tration as a whole. It would 
be better if the students and 
the school worked together 
on the issue throughout the 
entire process, so that the 
protest may actually deliver 
the message that BRAS 4 
CAUSE wanted to send: “this 
is bigger than Andover.”

Besides, I believe that the 
initial protesting method of 
asking students to merely 
wear bras without any other 
clothing on is radical and ir-
responsible. It’s not about 
gender: different people have 
different ways of expressing 
themselves and also accept 
different articles of cloth-
ing. According to my physics 
teacher, the faculty meeting 
decided that no one could 
only wear bralettes in class-
rooms. Hence, it seems that 
many faculty members were 
against this way of self-ex-
pression. Some religions—in-
cluding Islam and the Church 
of Latter-Day Saints—also 
view revealing clothing for all 
genders negatively. Thus, the 
initial way of protesting may 
actually upset a considerable 
number of people on campus; 
no wonder it caused contro-
versies among the commu-
nity. It is fortunate that the 
protesting method had been 
changed. Had the students 
and the school worked to-
gether on the protest and the 
means of protest, I believe 
the community would have 
welcomed the students more 
and the protest would have 
gained more traction quickly.

The school also could have 
been better prepared with 
the upcoming student-lead 
protest. The administration 
could have proposed plans 
for dealing with such issues 
ahead of time. Pathetically, 
the administration took no 
heed of the issue, and the 
current 2018-2019 version of 
the Blue Book does not have 
the word “protest” or “dem-
onstration” in it. Not a dis-
tinct chapter, not a unique 
paragraph, and not even a 
single line of the Blue Book 
addresses protests. Hence, 
it is not surprising that the 
administration addressed 
the protest hastily by hold-
ing a massive faculty meet-
ing. Rather than focusing on 
coordinating student demon-
strations, the school should 
be more prepared for such 
occasions where protests 
arise spontaneously.

As an afterthought, I feel 
as if this protest was sadly 
bound to fail. The fact that 
BRAS 4 CAUSE worked alone 
made it weak, and only begs 

the question: where were all 
the other student organiza-
tions which pledged them-
selves to actively combat 
gender-based discrimina-
tion? Long before Friday, the 
purpose of the protest had 
become clear—it is definitely 
not a protest of a few against 
the school, but a broader 
call against sexism—yet they 
did not appear. The lack of 
participation amongst such 
groups directly lead to the 
downfall of the movement. 
After all, the protest, planned 
by students alone, did not 
have access to the abundant 
resources in the school. This 
is all reflected in the fact that 
personally, I did not see any-
one hanging a bra on their 
backpacks on campus on Fri-
day; many of my friends share 
this sentiment. The fact that 
some groups were hesitant 
to participate because the 
students involved in the inci-
dent did not support the pro-
test cannot fully explain the 
fiasco. It may also be worth 
considering whether these 

organizations are really ef-
fective when all the fuss dies 
down. To conclude, students 
collaborating with the school 
would definitely bring a bet-
ter outcome for everyone in-
volved on Friday.

After a tumultuous week-
end full of Instagram posts 
and poster in commons, I 
am relieved to see a peace-
ful campus again. The whole 
chain of consequences, 
sparked from the lack of co-
operation between the ad-
ministration and the stu-
dents, is a serious lesson. We 
should be better prepared for 
similar spontaneous events 
and seek cooperation among 
the community, rather than 
acting boldly and risking the 
bonding of the whole com-
munity. We could have done 
better.  

JIASHU HUANG

We Could Have Done Better

Jiashu Huang is a new 
lower from Shanghai, China. 
Contact jhuang21@andover.
edu.
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Two weeks ago at All School 
Meeting (ASM), when Nadya 
Okamoto took the stage and 
spoke, I heard groans and 
laughs from across the au-
dience. Not because of her 
message or activism or casual 
speaking style, but because 
she went to Harvard. In this 
past ASM, when Barbara 
Bush mentioned Yale, the sit-
uation was no different. In a 
school unhealthily obsessed 
with a narrow range of col-
leges and universities, where 
matriculation into one of 
them is equated with success, 
the administration’s choice of 
ASM speakers reinforces and 
encourages this toxic culture.

The exasperated whis-
pers of “...really? Again?” 
and “How many times will 
she say Harvard?” are not 
exclusive to Ms. Okamoto’s 
ASM speech. This year, at 
the Alumni Awards of Dis-
tinction, all three alumni at-

tended Ivy League schools. 
Additionally, ASM speakers 
Hakeem Rahim and Reza 
Aslan both went to Har-
vard. Julie Lythcott-Haims 
and Angela Duckworth, who 
came for external talks not 
given at ASM, count between 
the two of them degrees from 
Stanford, Harvard, Oxford, 
and the University of Penn-
sylvania. Bringing in people 
who attended these schools 
is not in and of itself a nega-
tive thing—it reflects well on 
the administration’s attempts 
to bring impressive and en-
gaging speakers to campus. 
Many incredibly successful 
people attended an Ivy or a 

similar institution; it’s part 
of why they are considered 
so elite. Nadya Okamoto’s 
message and charity, both of 
which are powerful and im-
portant, are certainly part 
of why she is at Harvard in 
the first place. But even still, 
major issues arise when the 
choice of speakers is taken 
in the full context of how our 
student culture views col-
lege.

From day one, we are 
taught here—both explic-
itly and implicitly—to view a 
certain set of colleges as the 
end goal. As soon as I was 
accepted into Andover, the 
mother of one of my middle 
school friends said “Con-
gratulations! They have such 
good matriculation, you’re so 
lucky.” I have heard people 
anxiously discuss club board 
positions they’re applying 
for explicitly in reference to 
how the positions will help 
their college application. Of-
tentimes it’s in a joking man-
ner, but the nugget of truth 
remains—that a certain set of 
colleges is the end goal, what 
years of tests and extracur-
riculars and essays build up 
to. The most blatant example 
involving an ASM would be 
earlier in the year with Ha-
keem Rahim, where his intro-
duction included the line “He 
went to Harvard!”, emphasis 
apparent. One only needed to 

look at the senior class in the 
weeks leading up to specific 
college decision releases to 
see how the process at Ando-
ver affects the student body, 
to say nothing of the anxious 
Uppers waiting in the wings. 
I wonder, sometimes, how 
many people only decided 
to attend Andover because 
of the college placement. I 
wonder if I would’ve myself. 
It feels somewhat hypocriti-
cal to be writing this article, 
because I’ve bought into the 
culture, too.

This isn’t necessarily an 

Andover-specific issue. It’s 
present in our culture at large, 
especially that of cushy, priv-
ileged, predominantly white 
social circles where parents 
flaunt their children’s educa-
tion as a measure of status – 
the social circles I’ve grown 
up in. The recent college ad-
missions scandal, which im-
plicated coaches, admissions 
officers, and wealthy parents 
(along with their sometimes-
ignorant children), should be 
evidence enough of this. But 
it finds itself particularly rel-
evant in a school where thirty 
percent of each graduating 
class attends one of these 
colleges and which histori-
cally was a Yale “feeder.” We 
forget how bafflingly privi-
leged we are, how our “safe-
ties” or “likelies” are amazing 

schools in their own right, to 
say nothing of those we don’t 
even look at.

I believe that making a con-
certed effort to find and bring 
ASM speakers who particu-
larly didn’t attend an Ivy or 
a similar institution can help 
address, in my opinion, what 
remains one of this campus’s 
most insidious and under-
addressed misconceptions. It 
will not combat the issue at 
its root, but I seriously doubt 
there is anything that can. 
What it will do, though, is 
remind the student body that 
correlation is not causation, 
that success is not linear, that 
your college of choice does 
not dictate your future or past 
achievements. I want to hear 
from speakers who found al-
ternate ways of success and 
are proud of it, not just from 
those who have attended bas-
tions of elite intellectualism 
and privilege, regardless of 
their individual merit. May-
be the reason I remember so 
many speakers from Harvard 
or Yale is because those are 
the people that mention their 
colleges. If so, I want people 
who are just as proud of, for 
example, California State 
University, Los Angeles or 
SUNY-Stony Brook, which 
rank among the top colleges 
regarding upward mobility 
for low-income students. Not 
“unique perspectives that 
also happened to attend one 
of twenty institutions,” but 
those who truly have found 
their own path to greatness. 
They’re certainly out there 
— I won’t buy it that another 
Harvard professor or gradu-
ate is the best the administra-
tion can find.

QUINN ROBINSON

Speaking for the Rest
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Quinn Robinson is a four-
year Senior from Wellesley, 
Mass. Contact qrobinson@
andover.edu.

I want to hear from 
speakers who found 

alternate ways of success 
and are proud of it, not 

just from those who have 
attended bastions of 

elite intellectualism and 
privilege, regardless of 
their individual merit. 

In a school unhealthily 
obsessed with a narrow 

range of colleges 
and universities, 

where matriculation 
into one of them is 

equated with success, 
the administration’s 

choice of ASM speakers 
reinforces and 

encourages this toxic 
culture. 
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Trigger Warning: suicide

As students attending an 
academically rigorous 
boarding school, we all 

know what it is like to get a dis-
appointingly low score on a ma-
jor assignment as well as the de-
pressing comments that almost 
always accompany it. To console 
ourselves, however, we might 
look at India’s secondary exams. 
While the pass rate for the exam-
inations has hovered at around 
65 percent in the state of Telan-
gana for the past few years, it has 
dropped by 3.45 percent for first 
year students and 2 percent for 
second year students this year. 
Given the one million or so stu-
dents who take these exams each 
year, these two percentages rep-
resent a further 25,000 students 
who failed this year. At Andover, 
we can at least be reassured that 
we are passing all of our courses.

Taken at face value, a de-
crease of a couple percentage 
points is hardly significant; it 
is possible that the exam was 
simply harder this year. How-
ever, reports soon appeared 
with unexpected results. 
In the Narayanpet district, 
an aspiring biology major 
named Sirisha immolated 
herself after finding out that 
she had failed. At the Nag-
inenipally village, 19-year-old 
Akrapu decided to hang her-
self after her parents left for 
work. And finally, in a rural 
part of the state, an unnamed 
boy threw himself in front a 
train early one morning. In 

total, 22 students have taken 
their own lives since the re-
sults were published two 
weeks ago.  

Shocked by the results, 
some students decided to 
send their tests back for re-
evaluation. After all, many 
of these students who had 
previously been at the top 
of their class now had grades 
in the single digits. Though 
some students were inevita-
bly disappointed by the fact 
that their tests came back 
without any changes in their 
grade (aren’t we all), others 
had starkly different experi-
ences. When a student who 
had scored 98 on the exams 
in her first year appealed 
her score of 0 on her second 
year, it was re-evaluated and 
changed to a mark of 99. 

Soon, parents raised an 
outcry of indignation at the 
system. It turns out that 
Globarena Technologies, 
the company in charge of 
the optical recognition soft-
ware to process the results, 
had committed what The 
Times of India, India’s na-
tional newspaper, has passed 
off as a ‘goof-up’. In India, it 
seems, a system that has so 
completely failed in its func-
tion—one that has resulted in 
the deaths of 20 students—is 
no more than a simple ‘goof-
up’. The CEO of the company 
has commented, saying that 
“these kinds of errors hap-
pen every year” and explain-
ing that “this is just the first 

year of its operation,” 
according to the The-
NewsMinute. Addition-
ally, he added, “there 
was nothing extraordi-
nary about [these mis-
takes]” and this issue 
was simply “blown out 
of proportion.”

In response to recent 

events, state minister 
Chandrashekhar Rao 
implored students not 
to take their own lives 
and added that “failing 
in examination does 
not amount to failing 
in life.” While many 
students may not have 
failed, the government evi-
dently has. Free re-evalua-
tion has only been offered to 
failing students, and the very 
company that has caused the 
entire travesty has been en-
trusted with this process. 
In a letter, India’s congress 
asked: “who should be made 
responsible for the deaths of 
30 odd students?” Seeing as 
the contract with Globarena 
has not yet been cancelled 
and nothing is being done as 
of yet to uncover the cause of 
the errors, the fault must lie 
with some other force and 
not with the company.

While I am naturally in-
dignant that politicians and 
CEOs have been so quick 
to displace the blame and 
guilt for directly causing the 
deaths of aspiring students, 

what’s more disturbing and 
disheartening about this trag-
edy is that it is not an anoma-
ly but rather has simply man-
aged to gain more coverage 
and press than other such 
incidents. Students may not 
have killed themselves due to 
grading errors, but they still 
have done so when they re-
ally did fail the exams. The 
latest data (collected in 2016) 
reports that there have been 
9,474 students who killed 
themselves that year in India, 
the equivalent of one death 
every hour. Yet, although 
there are approximately 
135,000 suicides each year, 
the number of psychiatrists 
and psychologists combined 
adds up to a puny 7,000 in a 
country with more than 1.3 
billion inhabitants. 

The Indian government 
must not only do more to 
correct the errors that Glo-
barena Tech has caused by 
penalizing them, but also to 
divert more attention and 
resources to helping dis-
tressed students. Even as 
the country strides into the 
global spotlight with its 
economical and technolog-

ical advancements, it must be 
ever more careful not to leave 
anyone behind. After all, be-
hind each and every statistic 
there is an individual with his 
or her own experiences. 

ANDOVER IS JUST A 
boarding school. Thus, 
each year, the issue of 

the housing system plagues 
dorms (you day students have 
one less thing to worry about). 
Boarders must find a way to 
rise above the housing system 
and maintain control, steadi-
ness, and “big-picture” think-
ing in perhaps the most tumul-
tuous time of the school year. 
Without these traits, you may 
be looking at distractions far 
worse than just the proposition 
of a tiny room. 

It is already late April, and 
the school is scrambling to 
prepare for the influx of over 
350 new students next fall. 
However, before any of that 
can happen, they must place 
all returning boarders into 
rooms. The housing process 
is a blessed curse. The new-
found sense of excitement 
and anticipation is almost pal-
pable. It’s the opportunity for 
a new roommate, larger room, 
or even a spot as a proctor! 
However, the housing process 
also presents immense pres-
sures and distractions. Many 
students are being forced 
out of dorms that are being 
stacked or switched. Others 
are applying for positions of 
prefect and proctor, applica-

tions that come with writ-
ten essays, interviews, and 
countless emails sent back 
and forth. And of course, the 
dreaded All-School Lottery 
has already commenced. Its 
varying and tempting number 
scale is always bound to cause 
widespread stress and worry, 
instilling massive distractions 
each and every day until May 
7.

As a returning Lower, that 
All-School Lottery was the 
only aspect of the housing 
lottery I had access to. It was 
straightforward, simple, and 
although I wasn’t able to 
receive the highest num-
ber that year, I got placed 
in the charming Fuess 

House, a dorm I have come 
to love and cherish. However, 
for rising Uppers, the process 
is slightly more complicated. I 
can say that with certainty, af-
ter having applied for prefect, 
considered a stack twice, and 
made an intra-cluster move 
and a pull-in. My Spring Term, 
like many others, has been 
dominated by the housing sys-

tem, having sent a multitude 
of emails and having visited 
endless dorms. Maybe it’s just 
the nature of my friend group, 
but I can certainly attest that 
students at Andover care a 
lot about their housing situa-
tions. 

The housing system, in its 
most basic sense, is meant to 
place students into rooms for 
the 2019-2020 school year. 
However, considering that 
over 75 percent of the school 
lives in campus dormitories, 
the process has become so 
much more than just an Ex-

cel spreadsheet. 

Students care. They want that 
elusive three-room double, 
that enormous single, or may-
be just a quiet, cozy sanctu-
ary hidden in the cottages of 
WQN. And many are able to 
achieve that. Nevertheless, 
students must learn to adapt 
and rise above the tension and 
stress of the housing system. 

After receiving the 45000 

lottery number on that fate-
ful Sunday night last year, I 
wasn’t able to focus on many 
of my academic assignments 
for the next two weeks. Was 
it a 1-10000 number scale? 
Were higher numbers better? 
Nevertheless, when I first re-
ceived the notification that 
I had been placed into Fuess 
House, it was quite the shock. 
Again, after going through 
the prefect, stack, and intra-

cluster processes, I was un-
able to keep my attention on 
the other components of the 
Andover experience. It was a 
mixture of disappointment, 
ecstasy, and utter exhaustion. 
And I’ve only completed part 
of the housing system. As of 
this writing, a major portion 
of the student body is waiting 
for their final housing place-

ments via the housing lottery, 
constantly pondering the im-
plications of that 11000 or 
95000 lottery number. That 
process is exciting and fun at 
times, but we must remem-
ber to never lose sight of the 
true Andover experience full 
of rigorous and challenging 
classes, exceptional opportu-
nities in various fields, and a 
unified and bonded commu-
nity. 

It is up to all of us to not 
only embrace the housing sys-
tem but also rise above it. For 
it is only then that we can love 

where we will 

live, the communities that we 
will join, and the passionate 
people who we will continue 
to be. 

Embrace the Housing System

Jonathan Fu is a two-year 
lower from Long Hills, New 
Jersey. Contact the author at 
jfu21@andover.edu.
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The Depths of Despair
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In India, it seems, a 
system that has so 

completely failed in its 
function—one that has 

resulted in the deaths of 
20 students—is no more 

than a simple ‘goof-up’.

Even as the country 
strides into the 
global spotlight 
with its economical 
and technological 
advancements, it 
must be ever more 
careful not to leave 
anyone behind.



Will Leggat ’20, Kiran 
Ramratnam ’22, Aissata Bah 
’20, and Clio Polanco Cer-
cado ’20 read their essays to 
compete as finalists for Ando-
ver’s Means Essay Prize this 
past Thursday. As this year’s 
Means Essay Prize compe-
tition finalists, the four pre-
sented declamations of their 
personal essays that touched 
on unique facets of their iden-
tities.

Ramratnam read during 
the event, declaiming her 
winning essay titled “Letter 
to My Paati (Grandmother),” 
“You have more wisdom 
than anyone with any degree 
will ever have. Listen to me 
through Kali’s yells and the 
splashing river: I will learn 
Tamil and write your book as 
the marigolds, manjal podi, 
trash and tamarind, and the 
long red river lead me forward 
to where we come from.” 

Founded in 1867 by William 
G. Means, the Means Essay 
Prize, along with a cash prize 
of 150 dollars, is awarded an-
nually to a student who writes 
an outstanding personal es-
say. Leggat, Ramratnam, Bah, 
and Cercado were chosen as 
finalists from a pool of ten 
submissions, and Ramratnam 
was selected to be this year’s 
winner of the prize.  

Reflecting on the contrast 
between her and her grand-
mother’s experiences in two 
separate countries, Ramrat-
nam’s essay unraveled memo-
ries during her time in India: 
frying rice balls, watching 
Vamsam, and inhaling the 
sweet aroma of marigolds. She 
hoped to portray her grand-
mother’s resilience regard-
less of the limited amount of 
opportunities that were avail-
able to her as a woman.

“My poem-essay consisted 
of vignettes revolving around 
my grandmother—her experi-
ences as an Indian woman in 
India and my experiences as 
an Indian-American woman 
in America—comparing and 
contradicting those experi-
ences,” said Ramratnam. 

Leggat’s essay, “No More 

Sinners, No More Saints,” fo-
cused on society’s perceptions 
on the binary of good and evil, 
and in particular, about the 
process of learning to accept 
his stepfather and his father 
as complicated, flawed, hu-
man figures in his life. 

Leggat also emphasized 
that his essay aimed to man-
ifest complex emotions, such 
as rationalizing and making 
sense of grief. While these 
subjects were both universal 
and personal since loss is a 
universal experience, it af-
fects everyone differently, ac-
cording to Leggat.

“I try to explore what it 
means to realize that loss can 
also be more complex than 
just losing someone, that a 
whole host of emotions ac-
company any death, as you 
try to understand who that 
person really was outside the 
rose-colored glasses of mem-
ory,” said Leggat.

In her essay, “Closed and 
Never Opened,” Cercado de-
scribed the toxicity of stereo-
types forced upon females in 
modern day society, and in 
particular, the pain and frus-
tration of sacrificing her hap-
piness to fulfill her father’s 
expectations of femininity. 
She also wished to discuss a 
subject which society often 
leaves unaddressed: that par-
ents can also become perpe-
trators in situations usually 
associated with friends or 
strangers. 

“I think this especially ap-
plies to sexism because we are 
trained from a young age to 
listen to our parents, without 
doubts. I was most bothered 
by the fact that I didn’t even 
realize how oppressed I was 
within my own family. It was 
easy for me to distinguish this 
in any other environment, but 
I would constantly chastise 
myself for being too submis-
sive towards parental author-
ity, even when it was clearly 
leading me in the wrong di-
rection,” said Cercado.

Bah’s essay, which she 
decided to leave untitled, 
touched upon her struggles 
to accept her hometown in 
Atlanta as an authentic home, 
and her intuitive association 
of whiteness with security 

while at Andover. While for 
others, home represented an 
alcove of safety and warmth, 
for Bah, it was different—
home in Atlanta sometimes 
felt more fearful than Ando-
ver. 

“I wanted to convey the 
difference between my home 
back in Atlanta and my home 
at Andover, specifically exam-
ining how Andover changed 
how safe I felt. I talk about 
how being at Andover galva-
nized my conflation of white-
ness and safety, and kind of 
where I am at now,” said Bah.

All four finalists had en-
countered a range of difficul-
ties while writing their essays. 
Following similar writing pro-
cesses, each of them pieced 
together thoughts and ideas 
into longer, cohesive essays.

Cercado said, “Personal 
essays are not my usual style 
of writing. I wasn’t sure how 
to approach this at first, es-
pecially because I was over-
whelmed with feelings. I 
decided to simply stick to a 
voice from my head, no fancy 
language. I wanted it to seem 
like I was talking to the read-
er, which was myself during 
the time I wrote it.”

Every year, essay finalists 
are selected by the Means 
Prize Committee, which is 
comprised of teaching fel-
lows. This year, Dariana 
Guerrero and Jennifer Quijas, 
Teaching Fellows in English, 
served on the judging panel. 

In choosing the finalists, 
Quijas expressed that they 
were not only looking for 
exemplary writing, but also 
original thought, authenticity, 
and most importantly, a dis-
tinctive voice.

Quijas said, “We were re-
ally looking for the quality of 
writing. Did we feel like it was 
a personal essay following the 
genre? Was it telling a story? 
Did it feel like a story that was 
really important to the writer, 
that really mattered to them, 
that felt like they wanted to 
share? Did the writing have 
a voice—did we feel like we 
were getting to know them by 
reading it?”

Editor’s Note: Aissata Bah 
is the Chief Financial Officer 
for The Phillipian.
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NEWS IN BRIEF
This Week:

•	 Maria Litvin, Instructor in Mathematics, Sta-
tistics, & Computer Science, held a free one-
day Code.org workshop on April 27 from 8:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Code.org is a nonprofit that 
helps to introduce computer science education 
into schools. Elementary school teachers, li-
brarians, and technology teachers were invited 
to attend.

•	 This year’s EcoAction sponsored Green Cup 
Challenge ended on April 28. The compe-
tition started on April 1 and lasted for four 
weeks. Dormitories were encouraged to reduce 
energy usage by doing small acts like turning 
off lights or unplugging chargers. In the Abbot 
cluster, Carriage House won with a 38.3% 

reduction, in the Flagstaff cluster Burtt House 
with a 21.4% reduction, in the Pine Knoll 
cluster Stuart House with a 16.3% reduction, 
in West Quad North Pemberton Cottage with a 
51.3% reduction, and in West Quad South Ad-
ams Hall with a 7.7% reduction. All first-place 
dorms will be receiving a Chipotle munch. 

•	 All returning boarding students received an 
email at 8:30 p.m. on April 28 with a link to 
this year’s Housing Survey. All students had 
to complete the survey by April 29 at 9:00 p.m. 
If students failed to complete the survey by the 
deadline, they were placed randomly.

•	 The College Counseling Office hosted its annu-
al Spring College Fair in the Case Memorial 
Cage from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. on April 29. 
Students and parents were able to meet repre-

sentatives from 150 colleges and universities 
around the world.

Looking  Ahead:

•	 On Friday, May 10, Holocaust survivor and 
author Leo S. Ullman ’57 will speak at 7:00 
p.m. in Kemper Auditorium as this year’s Holo-
caust Commemoration Day speaker. He will 
present his talk titled “796 Days: Hiding as a 
Child in Occupied Amsterdam During WWII.” 
This event is sponsored by Community and 
Multicultural Development office, the Jew-
ish Student Union, and the Office of Academy 
Resources.

REPORTING BY SOPHIA HLAVATY

Andover Students Explore Identity through 
Means Essay Competition

SARAH WANG

Another incident occurred 
when Will Harmon ’22 was 
walking back from the Abbot 
Cluster Munch two weeks 
ago. A car slowed down next 
to him on Main Street, and 
then the passengers opened 
the door, shouted racial slurs, 
and threw trash at Harmon. 

Harmon didn’t notice the 
car until his friend Mary Mu-
romcew ’22 yelled at him from 
across the street. 

“They opened the door and 
started throwing trash at me, 
and I had my airpods and so I 

didn’t hear any of it. But one 
of my friends was there and 
she said that they cussed me 
out and called me the n-word. 
And they were all white. So 
yeah, it was pretty bad,” said 
Harmon.

Muromcew said, “I’ve been 
catbonered, but I’ve never 
seen [drivers] say the n-word 
or hateful language. The cat-
boner thing is fine– I don’t 
take offense to it– but that 
was offensive.” 

Sayi experienced a similar 
encounter to Li and Harmon 
while walking to Pine Knoll 
with a group of friends. Sayi 
explained that a white Jeep 
full of middle to high-school 

aged students shouted at the 
group as they drove by. While 
Sayi and his friends did not 
understand what has happen-
ing at first, they soon retorted 
with comments.

“They just started scream-
ing and jeering towards us,” 
said Sayi. 

Leonard said that PAPS is 
working with Andover Police 
to stop these occurrences. 

Leonard said, “It should 
not happen period...It’s un-
fortunate, and the local po-
lice saying they feel the same 
way...They do their best to 
discourage it and try to hold 
those accountable.”

Catboner Shouting Escalates 
to the Yelling of Racial Slurs

Continued  from A1, Column  2

hardships that students face when 
reporting sexual harassment. 

Glazer said, “We talked about 
sexual harassment on campus and 
how students of all genders can be 
sexually harassed and hazed. We 
talked about how girls in particu-
lar have a hard time coming for-
ward about sexual harassment on 
campus, so we discussed how to 
make it a safe place for girls to feel 
comfortable saying that.”

Glazer also mentioned that 

participants respected each stu-
dent’s norms for relationship 
boundaries. 

“We talked about just from 
a more basic standpoint about 
cultural competency and recog-
nizing that everyone comes from 
different places and everyone has 
different standards of what they 
are comfortable with regarding 
friend to friend, relationships, and 
family dynamics. I think it would 
be great if there was a more estab-
lished sense of cultural competen-
cy around campus,” said Glazer. 

Attendee Aidan Burt ’21 found 
that many participants are cur-
rently unsatisfied with the lack of 

student influence in policy chang-
es at Andover. According to Burt, 
they discussed ways that the ad-
ministration could improve com-
munication with students, beyond 
instances of sexual harassment.

Burt said, “We talked about 
some of the changes being made 
next year that students didn’t have 
much say in as we would have 
liked, like the combined ninth and 
tenth grade dorms. A lot of people 
were puzzled with the decision, 
and the school didn’t tell us at all 
or make us vote. We used this as 
an example of how the communi-
ty in general would be improved if 
there was more communication 

between the faculty and students.”
While it was difficult to reach 

a concrete solution because of the 
diversity of opinions, according 
to Caroline Empey ’22, she still 
found it interesting to listen to 
others’ opinions. 

“Even though we had a hard 
time finding things to fix solutions 
since this is an institution and 
there are so many people that we 
have to please, it was interesting 
to hear what other people thought 
was wrong that didn’t have the 
same experiences as me. There 
was another person that I know 
and have had discussions with be-
fore, but it was interesting to hear 

upperclassmen and some other 
Juniors who were talking about 
this,” said Empey. 

Emily Desanctis, a RAINN fa-
cilitator, said that although the lis-
tening sessions facilitated produc-
tive discussions, there is always 
more to be done. 

Desanctis said, “Us RAINN fa-
cilitators were very impressed by 
the engagement of the students 
under commitments to make An-
dover a safer place. This is some-
thing that is not as seen as much 
in other schools. Nonetheless, 
there are always changes that can 
be made to the school policies and 
all.”

RAINN Seeks to Educate Students and Prevent Sexual Assault

Continued  from A1, Column  5

The growth of youth is one of 
the most valuable aspects of the 
future, expressed Anton Mus-
grave, futurist and senior partner 
of Future World International 
(F.W.I.), during his talk last Fri-
day in Davis Hall. In conjunction 
with the F.W.I. workshop held on 
Saturday, which allowed students 
to brainstorm their version of the 
future, Musgrave spoke of the im-
portance to embrace and adapt 
quickly to what the future holds. 

“What we need to make sure is 
that our future is a matter of our 
choice, and not chance,” said Mus-
grave during his talk. 

The current education sys-
tem, where subjects are taught in 
short blocks of time, inadequate-
ly serves students, according to 
Musgrave. In a time when humans 
must make complex decisions 
about interconnected relations, 
Musgrave believes that this form 
of education does not provide stu-
dents with the skills they need for 
the future. 

“All around the world now, 
increasingly large companies are 
saying they don’t really care much 
for the degree certificate you get… 
Increasingly companies are saying 
we want to see young people who 
can actually do something. What 
can you do? How do you think? 
How resilient are you? How curi-
ous are you?” said Musgrave. 

According to Musgrave, young 
people are tasked with the deci-
sion of whether or not to carry out 
the same rules and practices of the 
past or create their own future. 

“In the next ten years, three 
billion young people join the glob-
al economy and they don’t keep 
quiet. They protest, they talk, they 
challenge. They’re excited about 
the future. They don’t think like 
we think. They think profoundly 
differently,” said Musgrave. 

Musgrave also believes that 
the failure of some businesses 
can be attributed to the lack of 
planning for the future. However, 
Musgraves believes that younger 
people tend to think toward long-
term goals. 

“We chase corporate profits 
and focus on the short term busi-
ness of today operations. We don’t 
allow our leaders to think about 
the long term future. But our kids 
are going to. I think that in 10 or 15 
years time, it won’t be Facebook 
and Google that are the titans of 
the world. It’s going to be the busi-
nesses that our children are going 
to create. They are going to be 
the new titans of the world,” said 
Musgrave. 

According to Musgrave, the 
fourth industrial revolution will 

target the development of high-
tech robots and machine learning. 

“If we don’t get that right, I am 
not sure the species will survive 
another 100 or 200 or 300 years. 
When I think about humanness, 
how do we build humanness? 
How do we teach humanness in 
schools? How do we build empa-
thy amongst the members of this 
community, privileged and lucky 
beyond descriptions? How do we 
teach them risks, fun, humor, ser-
endipity, love, passion? These are 
not words that are taught in MBA 
programs,” said Musgrave. 

Although higher level educa-
tion is important for advanced 
problem-solving, Musgrave ar-
gued that building empathy and 
relationships through learning 
liberal arts is what will advance 
society into the future. 

“In the old world, we used to 
say that people are the most im-
portant asset. It’s a complete lie 
in the modern world—people are 
not your most important asset. 
Relationships are. It’s all about 
connections. It’s what goes on be-
tween two people that’s import-
ant, not the two individuals them-
selves,” said Musgrave. 

According to Sarah Bakanosky, 
Project Coordinator at the Tang 
Institute, who attended the talk, 
Musgrave layed out a vision of a 
successful person beyond the tra-
ditional Ivy League graduate. 

“I think that he gave me the 
sense of what a successful, edu-
cated person will look like fifty 
years from now. It’s not the person 
that says she goes to an Ivy League 
school and has all these accolades. 
It’s someone that is able to cre-
atively problem solve and is ana-
lytical,” said Bakanosky. 

Taylor Dunn ’22, another atten-
dant of the talk, found Musgrave’s 
opinion on right decision-making 
comforting. 

“You can do so many important 
things in your life and follow a lot 
of interests. I think [the talk] was 
really helpful to me because I am 
often conflicted in what I’m inter-
ested in so that was really helpful 
to know that it really is a possibil-
ity to change what you are doing 
throughout your life,” said Dunn. 

Students were able to connect 
with Musgrave and become ex-
posed to a better picture of what 
life could be like decades from 
now, according to Bakanosky. 

Bakanosky said, “Anton’s talk 
gave me a better sense of the en-
tire spectrum of futurism and 
thinking about how we have to 
care for our young people in giv-
ing the skills and the tools and 
the mindset in order to thrive in 
a world that we really don’t know 
will be like.”

Futurist Anton Musgrave 
Highlights the Power of 

Youth in the Future World

LAURA OSPINA

Musgrave discussed the depleting values of degrees in the workplace.
T.WEI/THE PHILLIPIAN
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Student Reactions to Endgame
REPORTING BY MAX GUAN

I think in a way this movie was more for Marvel fans, in a sense that they 
dropped a lot of hints and references to previous Marvel movies. For me, I 
haven’t watched every single one, and a lot of the older ones, say the first Iron 
Man, I watched a while back. But even as someone who did not rewatch ev-
erything right before Endgame, I understood a lot of the references. I have a 
couple of different characters that I absolutely love. First of all, the Hulk— I 
think he is hilarious and his sarcastic comments that he drops here and there 
always crack me up. I love Black Widow and her story, from essentially not 
having any family or any people she can rely on, she kept building a team her-
self. And of course Iron Man. Also, I love Tom Holland and Spiderman and I 
think his character will become bigger in the box office soon.

Allison Zhu ’19 

I would say the movie could control its pace better. Sometimes the pace is too 
slow and sometimes the pace is too fast that I could not process the information. 
I haven’t seen many M.C.U. movies before, but I would say it is one of the best I’ve 
seen. I actually don’t have much experience, but I am sure you do enjoy them a 
lot. Although I do not follow all of the movies, I am happy with the plot. And I 
think Marvel really did a good job building the whole plot.

Jason Huang ’21 

I bought tickets April 2, that’s when I think when it first came out, and I was 
on the Fandango line waiting for ticket. I grew up watching all the other movies 
and also keeping up with the television series, so it was kind of this really 
nice turning the page, kind of clues of an era, which is also what they 
wanted it do be. And it kinda says ‘okay, we are moving on from 
these characters this week’. For me, I grew up with the su-
perheroes that had been around for 11 years, and really 
I think it was just a really big thing for me.
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I liked how it was very plot-based and 
not a lot of fight scenes, which in some of 
the older movies, I feel like that was the 
case. But I like how this one was: it made 
sense in the way that they did the plot, and 
the ending also made sense because of ev-
erything else that happened in the movie.

Natalie Chen ’22 

I think it was different than the previous Avengers, but I did feel 
that there was similarities to Infinity War, overall. I feel like there 
might be one or two discontinuities, but overall I think I am satisfied. 
My favorite character is Scarlet Witch because she is a badass, and 
then also, I did Model UN in high school and 
I played Scarlet Witch. I mean, she has an 
amazing back story, she is not a perfect hero, 
she has a tragic past, she has a reason to be a 
hero, and I just love her overall as a character.

Axel Ladd ’20
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Probably the most emotionally 
exhilarating and straining movie 
I’ve ever seen in this decade. I 
cried a lot. 
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I unfollowed all Marvel meme and fan pages on Twitter and 
Instagram and all that, just to keep myself away from spoilers. 

And I felt like it paid off; it felt like it was a really really really awe-
some experience. It is the end of an era. It is an end of a whole series 
that built up to this. It is interesting because I think throughout the 
process, these are movies that had been, somehow, the directors of 
all these movies find a way to make them flow, to put everything 
over ten years, 11 years, and make everything connect.

Salvador Gomez ’21
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I thought it was a really great movie, super well-
made, and it was definitely worth three hours...it re-
ally brought together the Avenger superheroes. The 
Endgame was a little more emotional than certain 
other ones, and it also sort of tied everything togeth-
er. I mean Infinity War was also similar in that way, 
however, Endgame was the end of the franchise.

Will Harmon ’22
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I was a really big fan. I think it was a huge accom-
plishment cinematically, because it brought superhe-
roes together with each other with a really satisfying 
end.  Iron Man is my favorite character, because of his 
story arc and because of his struggled past and chang-
es he had gone through in the movies...I think that is 
what makes him so attractive and just so beautiful.

Jada Li ’21
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I left the theatre feeling really satisfied, and the ending I have mixed feelings 
about, but it was satisfying the way a lot of the character arcs ended and overall just 
like watching it. It was a really enjoyable cinematic event for me and the people I was 
there with. And overall, the day later, I was still thinking about it.  I would probably 
say Iron man is my favorite character just because I really like Robert Downey Jr., and 

I think the way he portrays him is really similar to how he is in real life. I see a lot 
of parallels between his own struggles in life with the character, and the 

way that he plays him is just so intriguing.

Adam Hassanein ’22

I feel like the movie was an amazing film, which is one of the best 
films that I have ever seen. And in three hours, many people claim that 
may be too long for movies, but the movie flew by for me, and the three 
hours doesn’t feel like three hours at all. It covered everything—a pret-
ty combination that lasted for 11 years, which is pretty much my child-
hood, something I grew up with until now. There are a lot of mixed 
elements including comedy, a bunch of action-packed new ideas that 
came in, and tragedy and sadness too. It was a perfect blend of all of 
those elements. The comedy that you see in Thor Ragnarok and other 
movies are somewhat similar in Endgame and everyone added a cer-
tain element that made the sad or nostalgic parts of the movie alright.

Shree Menon ’20 
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I think they did a really good job of 
connecting all the plots from previous Marvel 

movies to one movie... I think Black Widow is my 
favorite character in the movie because of the way 
she performs in the movies.

Angel Cleare ’19 
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The long-awaited “Avengers: Endgame” came to theaters on April 24th. Students flocked to theaters to see the film. Some students caught Friday night 
showings, while others woke up early on Saturday morning to view 7 a.m. showings. Other students, unable to see the film last weekend, have been avoid-
ing “spoilers” for the film until they are able to make a trip to theaters. What do students think of the culmination of the Avengers series? Editor’s Note: 
This spread has been heavily vetted and has been verified “spoiler-free.”

T.CONRARDY/THE PHILLIPIAN
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After being diagnosed with a 
rare joint inflammation disease 
called Armenian Arthritis in 2004, 
Gita Sjahrir ’00 had to take hourly 
medications and spent most of her 
twenties in a wheelchair. 

Sjahrir gradually regained her 
health through daily exercises, 
ultimately diving into the Indone-
sian fitness industry with the goal 
of bringing the same benefits to 
others.

Currently, Sjahrir is the 
Co-Founder of RIDE, a boutique 
fitness gym company that focuses 
on indoor cycling machines. RIDE 
is the first boutique studio compa-
ny to receive venture capital fund-
ing in Southeast Asia, according to 
Sjahrir. 

“For me, I want to give people 
the same feeling of loving their 
body and being empowered in it, 
just realizing that being active and 
moving is a great part of life. I am 
using my company as a vehicle to 
give that impact,” said Sjahrir.

When Sjahrir began indoor 
cycling exercises as part of her 
recovery, she became an avid sup-
porter of the machine. She found-
ed RIDE to spread the freedom 
and the impacts of indoor cycling. 

Sjahrir said, “When I first got 
[Armenian Arthritis], I went in 
coma, needed a wheelchair, and 
a lot of medication afterwards; 
however, as I started to exercise 
again and try out new things, I got 
to fall in love with indoor cycling 
[and]...the empowering effect that 
being fit gives to an individual. As 
a person who had a lot of health 
issues, being able to be fit now, ex-
ercise daily, and live my life to the 
fullest is such a privilege.”

In 2015, RIDE opened their 
first studios in locations through-
out the city of Jakarta, Indonesia. 
The company will continue ex-
pansion with a new venue in Seat-
tle this year.

After graduating from Ando-
ver in 2000, Sjahrir attended the 
University of Chicago, where she 
received a BA in political science, 
and attended the Wharton Busi-
ness School in 2008. According to 
Sjahrir, the financial crisis of 2008 
taught her that following one’s 
passion is best in times of uncer-
tainty. 

“Unfortunately, the time when 
I just graduated from business 

school was also the economic 
crash. This was the time when the 
big banks and companies were all 
closing. This was a turning point 
for me to acknowledge that no job 
is safe, and it can be lost any giv-
en day. I feel like I learned that if 
there is no such thing as a safe job, 
maybe I should follow what I real-
ly love and make the best out of it,” 
continued Sjahrir.

Instead of creating RIDE in 
New York, where she learned to 
spin, Sjahrir decided to launch her 
boutique fitness gym in Indonesia, 
a country with a less-competitive 
market and a growing need for fit-
ness and exercise facilities.

“I thought, ‘What is the one 
country where I can make the big-
gest social positive impact that I 
can?’ That came to Indonesia. Its 
fitness market is still very small, 
though it is a country where over 
50 percent of the people are age 
35 and under. Whenever you have 
a really young market, and are 
getting richer, they are searching 
for ways to both physically and 
mentally better themselves,” said 
Sjahrir. 

Due to the growing impact that 
RIDE has on the current Indone-
sian market, Sjahrir was recently 
invited as a guest speaker to the 
World FIT Summit, a conference 
between all major large-scale and 
boutique gyms.

“They really wanted to hear 
the perspective of creating a bou-
tique fitness or an off-scale fitness 
product in this early market. This 
kind of experience is just still rare 
right now. Unlike the U.S., there 
are a lot of players in the market, 
but they are still very small. But we 
are the only ones who are sough-
ting after a vibrant growth to our 
brand, such as hundred outlets 
or creating digital channels,” said 
Sjahrir. 

In the future, Sjahrir plans on 
launching additional wellness 
products and an increased variety 
of fitness plans.

Sjahrir said, “We started off 
as an indoor-cycling brand, but 
we are currently in the process of 
launching our boot camp, medita-
tion, and other methods. We are 
continuously rolling out wellness 
products. We are also coming up 
with small studios that are very 
cheap, only three dollars, that is 
supposed to target customers of 
all financial situations.” 

“Follow What You Love”: 
Gita Sjahrir ’00, Founder of 

RIDE Spin Studios

AARON CHUNG

Growing up in Norfolk, Vir-
ginia, Scott lived near the largest 
naval base in the world. Because 
both her father and grandfather 
were pilots, she has been able to 
meet people from all around the 
world who support her.

Scott said, “My dad is chair-
man of the North Atlantic Trea-
ty Organization (N.A.T.O.) festi-
val where I live. There’s a small 
headquarters where I live and 
through that, I get to meet a lot 
of people from foreign air forc-
es, and a lot of them are just so 
supportive of young people who 
want to become pilots. I’ve got-
ten to fly with the head general 
of the French Air Force, which 
is pretty sick, and it’s through 
my dad’s job that I got into fly-
ing.”

Scott continued, “My fa-
vorite thing about flying is—it 
sounds really cliché—how free 
it is. There’s nothing really like 
it. You can go skydiving and I 
guess that’s similar, but driving 
or riding a boat aren’t. It’s so 
cool to be so high up and be able 
to see everything and it’s just 
exhilarating and freeing.”

Sometimes Scott feels dis-
couraged as a woman of color 
trying to become a fighter pilot, 
given how male-dominated the 
job is. According to The New 
York Post, only about six per-
cent of all pilots in the U.S. are 
female.

Scott said, “Being a girl who 
wants to be a pilot, then a girl 
who wants to be a fighter pilot, 
then a girl of color who wants 
to be a fighter pilot, is just a 
triple disadvantage in a way. 
I’ve talked to so many people, 
who are mostly older male pi-
lots, and they say that I won’t 
be welcome in the community. 
And it’s not even out of malice, 
it’s just a warning since they 
know what it’s like. There have 
definitely been moments where 
I’ve been somewhat discour-
aged, but then I get to meet all 
these people through my dad’s 
job who are so supportive and 
offer to take me flying. Just like 
in anything, there are moments 
where you want to give up, but 
then you meet people who are 
so inspiring.”

As an Upper at Andover, 
Scott has had to balance her 

passion for flying with her 
classes and other activities. Be-
cause of her training, she has 
had to give up certain opportu-
nities to work and learn during 
the summer.

Scott said, “This summer, 
I had to give up opportuni-
ties for jobs and internships to 
get my pilot’s license. That’s 
been tough because there are 
so many things I want to do. I 
always found this kind of fun-
ny, but I learned to fly a plane 
before I learned to drive a car, 
which is kinda weird if you 
think about it. I feel like that’s 
pretty descriptive of where 
I’m at with flying, since I put 
it before so many things, even 
though I shouldn’t all the time.”

This summer, Scott is look-
ing forward to training at the 
Air Force Academy, which her 
dad dropped out of. She hopes 
this can help prepare her for 
becoming a fighter pilot later in 
life.

Scott said, “Looking to the 
future, I’m going to a summer 
seminar at the Air Force Acad-
emy in June for about a week, 
and you go to the Air Force 
Academy and learn what it’s 
like to be a cadet. You don’t get 
to fly your way there since they 
wouldn’t let 16-year-olds fly. I’m 
really looking forward to that, 
just to see what it’s like. My dad 
and his dad went there, so it’s 
interesting.”

Meet Two of Andover’s Student Pilots REPORTING BY WILLIAM YUE

The Mural Room bustled 
with activity last Friday as over 
45 students participated in a 
Super Smash Bros tournament. 
Super Smash Bros, a multi-play-
er fighting game created by Nin-
tendo, is a widely enjoyed video 
game on campus, according to 
Quintin Moss ’21, the tourna-
ment’s facilitator. Moss hoped 
that the tournament would be a 
bonding activity for all students 
interested in playing.

Moss said, “Super Smash 
Bros was a game I played with 
some of my friends when I 
came to Andover, but not being 
able to hang out recently, we 
decided to host a tournament 
for all people to play, enjoy, and 
bond during this time. I had 
often heard people playing the 
game in the dorms or hanging 
out with other people to play 
it and I just thought we have so 
many people scattered around 
campus doing this in their own 
little individual groups.” 

During the event, Moss was 
surprised by the number of 
students who were passion-
ate about playing Super Smash 
Bros. Moss finds that the pres-
ence of the students made the 
event more entertaining and 
meaningful.  

Moss said, “I was expecting 
less people than there actually 
were, so me and a bunch of oth-
er people were running around 
trying to plan things because we 
got a really big turnout. We had 
35 sign up but there were 45-
ish people. Everyone was very 
excited, there were people run-
ning around trying to sign up, 
and there were couple of peo-
ple who wanted to enter that 
hadn’t signed up previously. It 
was really intense; there was a 
lot of cheering, there was a lot 
of noise, there was a lot of run-
ning around in effort to manage 
everybody.”

Brian Ko ’19, another orga-
nizer of the tournament, at-
tributes this spread of Super 
Smash Bros and all other games 
to the high stress level that stu-
dents have from schoolwork. 
Ko also finds that gaming brings 
a healthy sense of competition 
between close friends. 

“I think playing games are 

really nice ways for people to 
relax after classes. Because we 
have couple of hours of home-
work every night plus a sport, 
it’s nice to sit down and play 
Smash or other games with 
friends and have a good time. 
The other is that a lot of people 
are super competitive at An-
dover, which I find to be true. 
Since most games are in some 
form of competition between 
users, you instantly get to see 
who is the better player, which 
is a lot of fun,” said Ko.

Moss agreed with this idea, 
adding that the students’ will to 
be challenged serves as a reason 
for difficult games, such as Cat-
an, to be popular on campus. 

“Catan is a board game that 
is less popular among other 
people than it is among Ando-
ver students. I don’t know if it 
is because it’s in [Susie’s] and 
most dorms have it, but I’ve no-
ticed that [Junior] dorms will 
go out and have days dedicat-
ed to playing Catan. I think it’s 
partly because it’s more of a dif-
ficult game than other popular 
board games and Andover stu-
dents are up for the challenge, 
and also because it supports a 
lot of players so a lot of people 
can play at once,” said Moss.

Other students such as Kion 
Young ’20, however, enjoy 
games that they have been play-
ing from a young age and do not 
require as many challenges. 

Young said, “I play first per-

son shooters like Call of Duty, 
Battlefield. Growing up in Ja-
pan, such online games were 
natural to me. I just play it 
regularly as part of my weekly 
schedule, and I do not like to 
put any extra effort when play-
ing games.”

Alicia Chu ’22 also noted that 
the games enjoyed by students 
vary by genders and grade lev-
els. 

Chu said, “[Junior] girl 
dorms, especially Nathan Hale, 
are not as interested in Smash 
or online games. Instead, Wii 
games are a good source of en-
tertainment for my friends and 
I to enjoy during weekends. Al-
though I don’t know the reasons 
for these differences, it seems to 
be the case.”

Despite the differences in 
games played by students, Ko is 
still surprised by how different 
students all consider gaming as 
a fun source of entertainment. 
He hopes that gaming contin-
ues to be an integral part of stu-
dent life at Andover. 

“There are students from 
across the spectrum who love 
playing games of any type. It 
just makes me feel good that we 
have a diverse spectrum of peo-
ple that find common things to 
get together and enjoy, and this 
really is striking to me. I hope 
that gaming continues to be 
popular in the future,” said Ko.

Super Smash Bros, Catan, and Battlefield: 
A Look at Gaming on Campus

AARON CHUNG

Jessica Scott ’20 Breaks 
Boundaries in Piloting as a Woman of Color 

Connor Nee ’20 has always 
looked up to his grandfather, 
who served in the Air Force. 
Fascinated in his youth by air-
planes taking off and landing, 
Nee decided to follow this path.

Nee said, “From age eight, I 
decided I wanted to be a pilot, 
and that’s what I want to do in 
the future. Finally this year, my 
parents let me start taking flight 
lessons, and I’ve been taking 
them out of Beverly Municipal 
Airport. I started last summer, 
and I have roughly 45 hours of 
flight time now, so I’m above 
the legal limit to get my pilot’s 
license.”

Nee said, “My favorite thing 
about flying is when I go up 
alone, I’m all by myself up 
there and I take off and every-
thing gets really tiny below me. 
Everything looks small, and 
it gives me a sense of control. 
It’s really great to be able to fly 
where I want and practice ma-
neuvers. Also, landing’s really 
fun, because the ground comes 
at you pretty fast. It’s sometimes 

a little nerve-wracking to land 
since I’ve had some sticky situ-
ations of high winds or botched 
landings where I’ve had to go 
around and redo it, but it’s all a 
learning experience.”

Flying has given Nee an op-
portunity to try things he is nev-
er done before. While he does 
not always think he is ready for 
it, it always turns out to be a 
valuable learning experience.

Nee said, “A couple of weeks 
ago, I took my first solo from 
Beverly to Portland. I soloed 
there, and it was my first ever 
long-distance solo. It was really 
interesting since I had to talk to 
the towers of different airports 
and follow their directions. I 
was kinda thrown into it since 
I didn’t think I was ready at the 
time but I ended up doing it 
anyway.”

Nee also plans to make a ca-
reer out of his passion for flying 
and hopes to serve his nation in 
the Air Force or Navy. While his 
focus is on school right now, he 
will resume training to become 
a pilot during the summer.

Nee said, “I try to get to flight 
school as much as I can. Right 
now, I’m just trying to manage 
to study for the flight exams, 
since I need to pass those to get 
my private pilot’s license, but 
I’ve put that on the backburner 
for now until summer hits. Per-
sonally, I want to join the ser-
vice and hopefully fly for the Air 
Force or the Navy. That’s where 
I can see myself going, and then 
eventually I want to become ei-
ther a private pilot or a commer-
cial pilot.”

Connor Nee ’20 
Takes Flying Inspiration 

from Grandfather

Jessica Scott ’20, who can fly 
aerobatic planes, said her favorite 
trick is the Hammerhead, a turn 
performed by pulling the aircraft 
up and contiuning to fly straight.

M.ZHANG/THE PHILLIPIAN

Once summer begins, Connor Nee 
’20 hopes to practice flying every 
day.

G.FLANAGAN/THE PHILLIPIAN
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Freshman in Double Brick House frequently play games on the dorm’s Wii 
console. Cathy Cho ’22, Georgia Hornsby ’22, and Sophia Blaine ’22 have a 
particular affinity for Wii Mario Bros II. 

T.CONRARDY/THE PHILLIPIAN
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Using french press, che-
mex, and espresso brewing 
styles, students prepared 
coffee with flavors such as 
Kenyan blueberry at the first 
coffee convention last Sun-
day. Coffee beans lined tables 
beside stacks of coffee filters, 
blue mugs, brewing machines, 
and containers used for drip 
coffee. 

At the convention, both 
experienced and inexperi-
enced coffee drinkers alike 
had the opportunity to taste 
coffee from around the world. 
Hosted by PA Coffee Club and 
sponsored by an Abbot Acade-
my Grant, the Coffee Conven-
tion ran from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 
p.m. in the Underwood Room 
and included coffee samplings, 
panel discussions, and a key-
note speaker presentation.

“There’s also nothing quite 
like coffee, if you think about 
it. It’s a drink, like many oth-
er [drinks], and it’s something 
that people have at meals, but 
there is a culture behind it 
that not a lot of foods or edible 
things have...I think it was in-
teresting to show people that 
they don’t have to participate 
in the culture, but just under-
stand it and how it’s different 
in different places around the 
world,” said Klang Jatusrip-
itak ’20, Coffee Club board 
member.

The convention aimed to 
call attention to the other as-
pects of coffee beyond daily 
consumption. 

“It is not just a beverage...
[There are] social implica-
tions, environmental implica-
tions, economic implications...
As students who are living in 
this privileged community and 
have coffee available every 
single morning, I think it’s im-
portant for us to advocate for 
change in the coffee industry,” 
said Harry Shin ’20, Coffee 
Club Board member.

Head of School John Pal-
frey was a special guest at the 
event and spoke about wages 
in the coffee industry and how 
the economics affect the Mer-
rimack Valley specifically. 

Coffee Club also invited 
Rachel Apple, a George How-
ell Coffee employee, to engage 
in a discussion about the eco-
nomic and environmental im-
pacts of coffee.

Apple, a barista and coffee 
enthusiast, explained that the 
coffee industry has been ex-
periencing difficulty due to 
declining prices on the New 
York stock exchange. Over the 
past five years, these drops 
have significantly impacted 
coffee-producing countries in 
Latin America, Southeast Asia, 
and East Africa.

“Right now is the lowest 
point in the last 15 years that 
coffee has ever been on the 
stock exchange, which is, as 
of Friday, I think 94 cents 
a pound. The farmers need 
about $1.50 a pound to even 
break even. So right now, 
farmers are going to have to 
start quitting and stopping 
producing coffee because they 

can’t afford to. In producing 
countries...one in ten produc-
ing farmers has lost a child to 
starvation, because they can’t 
afford to feed their families,” 
said Apple.

Apple works closely with 
George Howell, founder of 
George Howell Coffee and 
Cup of Excellence, to imple-
ment fairer prices for coffee 
farmers. Through the Cup of 
Excellence foundation, they 
score farmers’ coffee anon-
ymously and pay for it in an 
auction-style.

“What’s unique about the 
Cup of Excellence is that any 
farmer in any country can sub-
mit their coffee to be judged 
blind and unbiased, graded, 
and then scored...What that 
does is remove a barrier for 
entry. You don’t have to be a 
huge farmer with a lot of mon-
ey and a lot of recognition al-
ready to be paid fairly for your 
coffee if your coffee is really 
good,” said Apple in her talk.

Apple continued, “That re-
ally changed the dynamic of 
how coffee was purchased, 
and how people were paying 
attention to the fact the coffee 
is a produce. It is being farmed, 
there are humans producing 
it. It is not just this magical 
brown liquid that shows up in 
your morning.”

According to Jack Murphy 
’20, Coffee Club board mem-
ber, Apple and Palfrey high-
lighted unique aspects about 
coffee consumption and its 
underlying effects.

“Mr. Palfrey [brought] in 
an interesting point at the end 
about the Merrimack Valley 
and the economics and how it 
all relates– specifically wages 
and how much is paid in the 
New York trading...and Ms. 
Apple has actual experience 
in the coffee world...both of 
them were able to bring things 
that would have been difficult 
to bring otherwise. It’s some-
thing that we wouldn’t have 
been able to do at a place that 
isn’t like Andover,” said Mur-
phy.

Following the presentation, 
there was a panel discussion 
on the environmental effects 
of coffee, personal experienc-
es drinking coffee, and the 
economic impact of coffee. 
Shin especially wanted to 
touch upon themes of sustain-
ability due to the timeliness of 
Earth Week and the tempo-
rary removal of paper cups in 
Paresky Commons last week, 
which aimed to promote reus-
able dinnerware. 

“We are all students here, 
and we can’t do a lot. We can’t 
donate to charity, or donate to 
this fair trade organization or 
whatever, but what we can do 
is little steps. Using our own 
mugs, not using paper mugs, 
or not using straws and what 
not. I just thought that it might 
be a good opportunity for us to 
raise that type of awareness,” 
said Shin.

Editor’s Note: Harry Shin is 
a Digital Editor for The Phil-
lipian.

Andover’s First Ever 
Coffee Convention 

Exhibits Global Flavors

SAM ELLIOTT

Klang Jatusripitak ’20 was one of the PA Coffee Club board members serv-
ing coffee to students in attendance.

M.SURI/THE PHILLIPIAN

for President. I remember spe-
cifically that there was a cover of 
Newsweek that had a picture of my 
grandfather and read, ‘The Wimp 
Factor’. All I knew about the word 
‘wimp’ was that it was an insult to 
be told on the playground. The rea-
son for that was because he had a 
softer, more gentle approach. To 
me, that’s leadership at it’s best.”

Despite the significance of her 
grandfather in her life, Bush also 
spoke about her independence and 
how she has gained a sense of indi-
viduality by separating her views 
from her other family members’.

“To my parents, [with] two 
daughters, success is that we’re 
independent and that we think for 
ourselves. That’s how I grew up, 
and as I said they encouraged my 
independence by allowing me to 
travel and create my own life for 
myself,” said Barbara.

In tandem with this idea, Bar-
bara recounted the specific expe-
rience of being featured in a video 
to raise awareness and support 
for marriage equality in New York 

City. Bush shared that she is a pri-
vate person and when asked to be 
featured in the video, she agreed 
thinking it would be inconsequen-
tial. The outcome, however, was 
vastly different. 

“The day that [the video went] 
online, it [was] written about on 
the front page of ‘The New York 
Times.’ Within the first few hours 
there were 1.2 million views, so it 
was a big deal.” said Barbara.

Barbara continued, “The rea-
son it garnered attention was that 
it seemed to be a disagreement 
with my father. What happened af-
ter that is that I would walk down 
the street in New York and people 
would come up to me and say, ‘That 
was so courageous of you to betray 
your father like that.’ I was totally 
shocked that that was the senti-
ment because it wasn’t me betray-
ing my father, nor did my dad see it 
as a betrayal.”

According to Barbara, she has 
never felt that she has lived in 
her father’s shadow. On the con-
trary, she shared that her father 
has encouraged and supported 
her throughout her life. Bush also 
accredited the freedom she had 
growing up, especially as it allowed 

her to enjoy being pushed outside 
her comfort zone.

Barbara gave advice to Andover 
students, saying, “Do the things 
that seem scary, like just say ‘yes’ 
because you have no idea how it 
will impact you.” 

Barbara’s self-reliance resonat-
ed with Jamie Justicz ’20.

“It was really interesting to see 
her response about her life in the 
shadow of her father. She really 
seemed to emphasize indepen-
dence,” said Justicz.

Similarly, Celeste Robinson ’22 
was inspired by Barbara’s accom-
plishments in relation to her fami-
ly’s success and how she did not use 
her family success, but her father’s 
mentorship to her benefit instead.

“I think she’s accomplished a lot 
in terms of finding her own voice 
politically and standing by that,” 
said Robinson. 

Jordan Hempstead ‘19 was in-
spired in how Bush was able to find 
her own identity. Hempstead said, 
“Even with [her familial] back-
ground and her relatives being po-
litical figures, it didn’t cast a shad-
ow and kept doing what she did 
what she wanted to do.”

Barbara Pierce Bush Visits for ASM

Continued  from A1, Column  3
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Former ambassador to Ice-
land and top fundraiser in Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s reelection 
campaign, Rob Barber ’68 P ’03 
said he will forever be grateful 
to Andover for the enduring re-
lationships and education he re-
ceived as a student. 

Barber spoke of internation-
al relations, especially those of 
Iceland, in a discussion on Tues-
day night in the Mural Room of 
Paresky Commons. James Mc-
Govern, former defense attache 
for the United States Depart-
ment of Defense to Norway and 
Iceland, joined Barber at the 
event. 

According to Barber, the de-
velopment of personal relation-
ships, a skill he learned at An-
dover, is necessary in resolving 
difficult problems as an ambas-
sador.

“One of the things that were 
critical to me [at Andover] and 
has been critical through my 
life is personal relationships… 
There will be times when the 
chips are down with some kind 
of a political or worse crisis and 
a hard conversation will be nec-
essary with a counterpart. If 
one has formed and developed 
truly a personal relationship 
with those counterparts, then 
the hard conversation is still 
hard but it’s easier to have,” said 
Barber. 

Barber emphasized how 
much Andover has positively 
impacted his life. 

He said, “I came away from 
Andover with near complete 
respect and appreciation for the 
education that I had been grant-
ed... I formed relationships that 
now, almost 51 years later, in 
the class of ‘68, I still get abid-
ing friendships I went to school 
with here...I will forever be in-
debted to Andover for what it 
provided me towards the next 
phases of my life and enduring 
relationships that continued 
on.”

Although Barber did not 
know what he wanted to ac-
complish as a teenager, he lived 
with the philosophy of trying 
something without the fear of 
failure. 

“I had no grand plan when 
I was younger, I had no grand 
plan when I finished college, 
I had no grand plan when I 
decided in early 2007 when 
Barack Obama announced that 
he was running for President, I 
had no grand plan what I could 
do to try and elect him; but what 
I knew is that I wanted to do 
whatever I could,” said Barber. 

Although Salvador Gomez 
’21 had very little knowledge 
of diplomacy relations prior to 
attending Barber’s talk, he still 

found Barber’s talk interesting. 
“I think it was extremely rel-

evant. I really liked how [Bar-
ber] was very approachable 
and very straightforward. He 
was very kind and genuine and 
he gave me a lot of insight into 
Iceland and how the govern-
ment and the diplomat relations 
work,” said Gomez. 

According to McGovern, stu-
dents have the power to create 
an identity for the United States 
and how those who are overseas 
view that vision. 

“When you show respect 
for [foreign] cultures, they seek 
Americans who are not what 
they see on TV or on the radio. 
It means so much to them and 
that’s where you are all inten-
tionally ambassadors… You are 
actually a messenger for some-
thing that is bigger than all of us, 
and that is what America should 
be outside of our borders,” said 
McGovern. 

Disruptive diplomacy has 
been more of the case with the 
current administration than 
ever before, according to Bar-
ber. Barber believes that this is 
partly due to the lack of prepa-
ration. According to Barber, 
when faced with no experience 
in diplomacy, preparation is im-
perative. 

“If you look at this current 
administration and you think 
about some of the bilateral 
meetings that have been had– 
think about with North Korea, 
just to speak of one example– 
the lack of preparation has been 
evident…They have not been 
successful because there was 
not been adequate premeditat-
ing and meeting on the part of 
the principles,” said Barber. 

President Trump’s declara-
tion that he wanted to end The 
North Atlantic Treaty Orga-
nization (N.A.T.O.) during his 
election campaign has affect-
ed allies overseas, according to 
McGovern. 

“It can be a very disconcert-
ing situation when the leader-
ship wants to go in a direction 
that does not involve any allies, 
that we are going to go it alone, 
that we don’t care about allianc-
es, we don’t care about what our 
friends think, we are just going 
to protect our own and do our 
own,” said McGovern.

He continued, “As a diplomat, 
it’s really hard to try to explain 
to your friends why they believe 
your country is abandoning ev-
ery friendship that they have 
in that region. The way we ex-
pressed this properly that was 
domestic, political things hap-
pen. Every country has domes-
tic identities and their political 
realities can change, but at the 
end of the day, we still remain 
the same, we are all the same 
together.”

Rob Barber ’68, Former Am-
bassador to Iceland, Speaks on 

International Relations
LAURA OSPINA

“Who likes pie?” “I want to 
graduate.” “Ya got pesto on my 
pants.” These etchings litter the 
tops of the wooden desks in Bul-
finch Hall and Pearson Hall and 
have caught the attention of stu-
dents for decades. 

To Emma Kaplon ’21, the 
graffiti in Bulfinch Hall serve as 
mementos from former students 
who have gone through the same 
learning process in the building. 
Kaplon especially appreciates the 
graffiti when she’s having trouble 
getting through class and feels 
that they help to remind student 
to stay on track to graduation.

“On the desks in Bulfinch, sure, 
some of the notes are a little bit bi-
zarre, but the doodles and initials 
with class years next to them are 
a really cool reminder of all of the 
people that sat there before you. 
Especially when you’re strug-
gling to get through class– which 
of course is all of us at times – the 
notes are a little bit of motivation 
from all of the students who sat 
through the same long classes and 
graduated,” wrote Kaplon in an 
email to The Phillipian.

Axel Ladd ’20 has taken Greek 
and Latin in Pearson Hall since his 
Lower year. Ladd appreciates the 
visual reminder of the building’s 
history, noting that some names 
and markings are dated back to 
the 1970s and “probably ones 
even older.” In addition to names 
and class years, there are also oth-
er carvings on the desks, like jokes 
about Latin and Greek, drawings, 
quotes, and advice. 

“People don’t carve really 
nasty things into the desks. It’s 
usually something sweet. There’s 
one where it’s like, ‘If you need 
to guess, guess a relative clause 
of characteristic’ which is a Latin 
joke and I always find it hilarious...
It’s a nice way to sort of leave a his-
tory of every student who has sat 
at the desks who’ve gone through 
the Pearson education,” said Ladd.

While most names and class 
year carvings are harmless, many 
of the desks have sustained signif-
icant damage. According to Josh-
ua Mann ’96, Chair and Instructor 
of Classics, students aren’t able to 
write on some desks in Pearson 
Hall due to egregious damage 
done to the surface of the desk.

“When I see [the desks], I 
think as a teacher first. I go into it 
with that ergonomic practicality, 
like, ‘These are not good desks.’ 
There’s all these holes and graffi-
ti, and the surface is hard to write 

on. Kids need to take out books 
or folders often to write on tests 
because they poke through,” said 
Mann.

The desks have also affected 
how Mann conducts his exams. 

Mann said, “There’s one desk 
that I won’t let students sit at for 
tests, because somebody wrote 
down all the Latin declensions 
and verb endings and stuff like 
that, so it’s essentially a cheat 
sheet that’s there.”

However, both as a former 
student and a sixth-year faculty 
member, Mann understands the 
significance and sentimentality of 
the desks as visual reminders of 
the history of the school.

“For a school as old as we are, 
which is much legacy and history, 
I think it’s a very visceral repre-
sentation of...the unspoken histo-
ry, which you don’t get a lot of...
Those particular classrooms are 
[some] of the oldest on campus, if 
not the oldest at this point…[and] I 
think it’s an anchor for the school 
in some ways,” said Mann.

Nicholas Kip ’60, Instructor in 
Classics, recalled a former Ando-
ver roommate who took Latin in 
Pearson D. According to Kip, his 
roommate allegedly wrote bad 
remarks about Kip on one of the 
desks, and he has been looking for 
the graffiti in question since.

Kip also mentioned that his 
students, both former and cur-
rent, feel attached to the desks 
and other notable characteristics 
of the building. According to Kip, 
they would “come back and re-
volt” if the desks were ever to be 
taken away, and he attributes this 
to the uniqueness of the building.

In February 2018, the admin-
istration planned to renovate 
Pearson A, a classroom in Pearson 
Hall, to make room for the Aca-
demic Skills Center. Upon hearing 
the news, several students band-
ed together to create a petition - 
“Save Pearson A” - that garnered 
over 930 signatures. Ultimately, 
the committee reconvened and 
landed on a compromise that did 
not require the renovation.

“[Students] feel very attached 
to this place. It gives you [that feel-
ing], because it’s not just another 
ho-hum, you know, ersatz-type 
classroom building. It has its own 
distinct character, and so it’s kind 
of nice. And of course, it is pretty 
much in the dead center of cam-
pus, which doesn’t hurt,” sad Kip.

While the desks in Bulfinch 
Hall and Pearson Hall both bear 
the same inscriptions and writ-
ings from students, the desks in 

Pearson Hall date back to the mid 
to late 1800s and are mounted on 
cast-iron legs from that time as 
well, according to Kip. Kip says 
that some alumni have expressed 
interest in buying some of the 
desks, though he says how that 
process would be relatively dif-
ficult, seeing how the desks are 
built together in long rows of five 
or six.

While many people feel that 
the graffiti adds character to the 
buildings, Stephanie Curci, Chair 
of English, is disappointed that 
students continue to write on the 
desks in Bulfinch Hall. When the 
English department finds espe-
cially offensive material, the desks 
must be manually sanded down.

“It’s just depressing that peo-
ple treat or feel comfortable treat-
ing stuff that way. I’m sure that 
wouldn’t be allowed in their own 
home. It does cost us more money 
to replace the desks if we have, if 
they’re offensive, they have to be 
taken away and sometimes they 
can be resanded, but like some-
body has to do that work. And 
what you don’t always see is that 
students maybe think or care 
about other people’s as the labor 
in doing that.” said Curci.

Curci continued, “When we 
find stuff that uses hate speech, 
which I really wish we never 
saw, but when we find something 
that’s offensive, or targets a spe-
cific person, we remove it. We 
don’t always notice, but I would 
encourage students to let us know 
if they see that stuff.”

Offensive graffiti is also a 
problem in Pearson Hall, accord-
ing to Mann. Showcasing “both 
gently and aggressively offensive 
material,” the desks are far from 
benign, in one case displaying Na-
zi-aligned sentiments. 

However, Mann hopes to find a 
way to balance both honoring the 
sentimental and harmless materi-
al on some of the desks while also 
making sure that classrooms are 
safe and inclusive spaces.

Mann said, “I had this ambi-
tion that I would like to start a 
clean slate, but I also know that 
I’d be erasing history as well, 
there’s all these things that peo-
ple just put very amicably...and 
I have no problem with that. My 
name, or my initials are on there 
somewhere...So it’s hard to bal-
ance those two things and trying 
to come up with a way to preserve 
some of the history there, but also 
coming up with a way that’s neat 
and clean and useful.” 

“[Blank] Was Here:” The Graffitied Desks 
of Bulfinch and Pearson Hall

SOPHIA LEE

eats,’” said Mai.
In the future, DURI.AN 

plans to continue expanding 
its water and food programs, 
eventually hoping to install 
a water filtration system in a 
Vietnamese community. Mai 
also hopes to build a school 
library that would provide 
young Vietnamese children 
with access to books and oth-
er educational resources. 

“Another organization [the 
CSDS] did this, and basical-
ly what they learned is since 
these children don’t have ac-
cess to the internet… instead 
of going out for recess to the 
playground, they actually 
went into the library to read, 
because this is the only time 
they have access to books 
and this is the only time they 
have access to information… 
[the library is] something that 
they really love, and that’s 
something that if we build 
this thing, it’s really going to 
fulfill our message of equality 
for education,” said Mai.

On April 21, Mai gave a 
presentation about DURI.AN 
at Southeast Asian Festival. 
One of Mai’s friends that at-
tended the presentation, Koki 
Kapoor ’21, appreciated that 
DURI.AN was focused on a 
country other than the United 
States.

“I thought it was really cool 
because I don’t know of any-
one my age who has the initia-
tive to do something that big. 
I thought it was pretty cool. 
He’s not centering his proj-
ect just to the United States. 
Most people when they start 
a nonprofit they tend to focus 
on their country, but he’s go-
ing back to Vietnam where his 
parents are from and his fami-
ly is,” said Kapoor.

Isa Escobar ’21, another 
friend of Mai, added, “Ryan is 
super dedicated to everything 
that he does, and he puts in a 
lot of hard work. He does his 
class work and his clubs, but 
then he also puts in so much 
time and love into DURI.AN… 
he really cares about what 
happens to these kids and he’s 
a really inspirational person 
to be friends with because of 
it.”

DURI.AN Provides 
Affordable Meals 

for Children in Vietnam
Continued  from A1, Column  5

fered different solutions in 
the discussion, such as mak-
ing the 24-hour rule more le-
nient, increasing the number 
of allowed cuts, and enforcing 
greater consistency among 
teachers.

Groups then discussed per-
sonal experiences regarding 
personal time, as well as plans 
for the future given the new 
schedule for the 2019-2020 
School Year. Bahnasy herself 
had actually used personal 
time improperly before, un-
aware of the rules in the Blue 
Book regarding it. 

“I used it to elongate a long 
weekend for transportation 
purposes. Luckily [Martha] 
Fenton, [West Quad North 
Cluster Dean], explained to 
me right after that that’s not 
what I’m supposed to use it 
for. I think that was a really 
good learning experience, but 
I don’t think that happens all 
the time. Students often use 
it for the wrong reasons be-
cause faculty aren’t obligat-
ed to ask you why you’re us-
ing personal time, they have 
no way of correcting you or 
teaching you about its actual 
purposes,” said Bahnasy.

Many students, like Lucy 
Kisova ’20, are against the 
proposed change. According 
to Kisova, personal time is a 
great way for students to take 
a break from classes without 

the guilt of a cut or possible 
discomfort of going to Sykes.

“One of the main faculty 
points is that there are other 
options for taking time off of 
classes, but there are prob-
lems with some of them, such 
as [that] not everyone can take 
time for College Counseling 
or not everyone has doctor 
or dental appointments...Per-
sonal time is just a way to take 
time off for whatever reason 
you may need to and it’s an 
all-encompassing thing that’s 
easy to take,” said Kisova.

Bahnasy echoed Kisova’s 
sentiments by noting that 
personal time benefits stu-
dents’ health and well-being 
on campus.

“Although there are a lot 
of times that students misuse 
personal time, I think that 
its positive uses outweigh 
its negative uses. Therefore, 
we should take into account 
how beneficial it is for those 
students. Also, I think that 
it’s important to think about 
alternatives as opposed to 
discontinuing personal time,” 
said Bahnasy.

Despite the engagement, 
Romero was disappointed 
by the lack of students who 
attended the forum, and be-
lieves it to be reflective of the 
thought that the faculty does 
not care about students’ opin-
ions.

“If we want to keep per-
sonal time and make effective 
change, we have to be willing 
to work with the faculty. We 

cannot close off our minds 
and think this is already a 
foregone conclusion when in 
reality, the faculty have come 
to listen to us and they want 
to hear our opinions. The dis-
cussion went fantastically, 
but if we don’t have enough 
people here to show that we 
actually care about this, then 
the faculty will vote against it 
because they’ll think students 
don’t really care about it,” 
said Romero.

Arnav Bhakta ’22 agreed 
with Romero’s concern for 
the lack of students at the fo-
rum. He appreciated the dis-
cussion between students and 
faculty and hopes more con-
versations can take place in 
the future.

“This forum marks a time 
on our campus where stu-
dents and teachers could 
come together to discuss a 
topic that affects both par-
ties. At our school, there ar-
en’t many opportunities for 
students and teachers to talk 
about their common issues, 
but through events like the 
forum, we could make this a 
more regular occurrence. Ad-
ditionally, I think it’s import-
ant that we talk about an issue 
that impacts everyone at this 
school and we discuss it with 
both the students and teach-
ers so that everyone is happy 
with the outcome,” said Bhak-
ta.

Editor’s Note: Shahinda 
Bahnasy is a Photo Editor for 
The Phillipian.

Forum Addresses Future of Personal Time

Continued  from A1, Column  5

Barber took up the challenging task of learning Icelandic following his 
nomination for ambassador.
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Some students attest that the 
designs etched into various desks 
add to the history and beauty of 
Pearson and Bullfinch.

M.ZHANG/THE PHILLIPIAN

Some desks, such as this one in Pearson Hall, have been so thoroughly 
graffitied that they now have holes in their surfaces.
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In a shocking turn of events, people have actually begun to appreciate us as of late

O V E R H E A R D 
ON THE PATHS

“Finne hash anna zhav-
vorsa, mel mahrazh.”

“What’s the word, 
Thunderbird?”

“Man, I wish Tinder could find 
my roommate for me. I know 

the radius is really small, but I’m 
likable and neat, right?”

“My Dad called me to say he saw 
Stevie Wonder in L.A. the other 

day and waved at him.”

“I think the Britney shrine really 
ties the room together.”

The Week’s Top Headlines

• “Move Aside, Old Man” Says Leafling to the 
Full-Grown Tree That Keeps 

    Stealing Its Sunlight

• Dean of Students Requests Personal Time 
From Community Forum

• Freshman Not From New England 
    Finds Out That “Spring” In No Way
    Guarantees Warmth

• Study Shows Most People Would Rather Bathe 
in a Pit of Snakes, Mayo, and Dirty Needles 
Than Attend a Language Double Block 

• Demoted Kennel Employee Getting Really 
Tired of the Dog-Eat-Dog World Out There 

• Paper Cups Come Back From Week Off With 
Stories About Their Vacay in Cancún 

• My Dad Spoiled Game of Thrones For Me and 
It’s Safe to Say That I Am Very Angry But I 
Also Know That He Will Not Read This 

Athlete of the Week     
Andreas Johnstein ’22 Has 

“Medium Endurance”

Duke-commit Andreas 
Johnstein ’19 is a Varsity 
triple-threat as a member 
of Andover Power Walking, 
Theatre Basics, and Ping 
Pong Club. His “teammate” 
Tina ‘The Caboose’ Jasins-
ki says, “Andreas has led the 
group team on multiple trips 
downtown. One day, we went 
all the way to Whole Foods 
and back, and only one kid 
was concussed by the Red 
Bull can that was thrown at 
us by townies in a Ford Fo-
cus.” In Theatre Basics, John-
stein had a standout perfor-
mance during his rendition of 
the slam poetry from 21 Jump 
Street. For these reasons, he 
has been named The Phillip-
ian’s Athlete of the Week.

When did you become 
interested in ping pong?

After watching the mov-
ie “Forrest Gump,” I instant-
ly fell in love with the sport. 
One time when I had to get 
my fins removed–I mean, 
uh, my tonsils out–I tried to 
hit the ping pong balls into 
the bedpan in the same way 
Forrest did. I only wish the 
nurses actually cleaned the 

bedpan after I used it.

Who is someone you 
look up to?

Well, I am actually 3’1”, 
so I look up to everyone. 
In all seriousness, though, 
something that really in-
spires me is actually the 
empty bike rack to the right 
of Commons. I relate to it in 
that people rarely interact 
with me, but when you do, 
your Razor scooter gets sto-
len.

What are you most 
looking forward to for 
this year’s power-walking 
season?

Getting asked by creepy 
old men to go to their “yard 
sale up the street” is always 
the highlight, but I think 
not donating to the AHS 
cheerleading team as a way 
to make them pay for all the 
years they were mean to me 
in middle school will likely 
be the peak of the season.

MAC KATKAVICH

Brooding, patriotic, mysterious. He knows Spain like he 
knows his mother.

“I would date my mom 
but she’s taken.”

“God, I’m calling your 
bluff. Do it now, just do it. 
Take me from this earth 

and give me peace of 
mind.”

Your House Counselors As Actual “Real     
Housewives”—introducing…

Kim Davison, Stevens
“I may be an actress–fine, 
a theater teacher–but that 
doesn’t mean I’ll stick to 
your script.”

Special talents: Never 
responding to your texts 
for car permission.

Jay Moore, Foxcroft
“I’m not a stickler, but 
I do play one for the 
deans. And for real. 
Door at 90, please.”

Special talents: Refus-
ing to be called “Mr. 
Moore”.

Yolanda Sprout, Smith
“Planes and yachts are nice, 
but my happiness starts at 
home, ruining the happi-
ness of the girls I live with.”

Special talents: Having 
cats that bite you when you 
go into their apartment.

Cara Bailey, Rockwell
“I may be married to an 
English teacher, but I 
don’t know how to read 
that well.”

Special talents: Really, 
really hurtful backhanded 
compliments.

Paul Johnson, Bishop
“In a dorm full of phonies, 
I am not afraid to be me.”

Special talents: Falling 
asleep in the common 
room, not wanting to say 
the word “sex” during 
parietal talks.
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Often found in the Borden 
Gym training room or at the rink, 
Amy Wiggins is in her 25th year 
as an athletic trainer and eighth 
year working at Andover. Wig-
gins has worked with a wide ar-
ray of athletes, all with their own 
stories to share. 

“I enjoy listening to all the 
stories the students tell me. 

They share an awful lot and I re-
ally enjoy listening to it all,” said 
Wiggins.

Wiggins helps students ad-
dress their injuries, allowing stu-
dents to continuing playing or 
return to playing despite physi-
cal setbacks. Wiggins values her 
role in athletes’ recoveries.

Wiggins said, “My favorite 
part about the job is definitely 
working with the high school 
age group population. I absolute-

ly love working with high school 
students, and the best part about 
being a trainer is when an athlete 
is injured and wants to reach a 
goal and I am able to help them 
get there. It’s a pretty awesome 
feeling, and that’s what I really 
enjoy doing.”

As an athletic trainer, a large 
aspect of Wiggins’ job is at-
tending various athletic com-
petitions. Wiggins enjoys her 
involvement in teams and the 

opportunity to attend athletic 
events, especially with her back-
ground as a collegiate athlete. 

Wiggins said, “My favorite 
sport in general is soccer. I’m 
passionate about the sport my-
self, so working with the soccer 
team is my favorite thing. I bring 
some new techniques and stud-
ies and ideas to those athletes. 
My favorite sport to watch is 
boys lacrosse, just because it is 
so fun to watch. I also have to say 
I love softball, because I played 
softball in college. When I was 
in high school, in the spring that 
was really the only sport they 
offered. I loved it, played for a 
few years in college, and then 
stopped to focus on my career.”

Wiggins admires fellow ath-
letic trainer Cathy Berecki for 
the guidance she provided Wig-
gins in her early stages at Ando-
ver. 

“Cathy Berecki is retiring 
this year, but when I came on 
to work at [Andover], Cathy 
was really crucial in helping me 
learn the ins and outs of [Ando-
ver]. She is an amazing person 
with an amazing personality to 
work with students. She instilled 
confidence and guidance in me, 
[and] was such a wonderful role 
model. We’ve both been women 
in athletic training, which used 
to be a predominantly male pro-
fession. This school would be 
a very different place without 
Cathy,” said Wiggins.

Transitioning into a similar 
role that Berecki held for Wig-
gins, Wiggins has welcomed co-
worker Devin O’Reilly into the 
training room. 

Wiggins said, “This is my first 
year working with Mr. O’Reilly. 

There is a large age difference 
between us, and he brings a lot 
of young energy to the job, and I 
really enjoy that. He brings a lot 
of new things from his program 
at Merrimack. We work togeth-
er really well. He’s really fun, 
smart, and a well educated ath-
letic trainer.”

Looking ahead, Wiggins 
hopes to fuse technology and 
athletics together to form a more 
advanced workspace at Andover.

“Athletic training changes all 
the time. I see things that are out 
there and I want to bring those 
things to [Andover]. Technology 
and athletics are really coming 
together. I would like to bring 
more of that to [Andover], such 
as heart rate monitors and con-
cussion rehab to name a few. 
This would bring students who 
have passions for technology and 
for sports together, and get them 
involved. That is a really big goal 
of mine,” said Wiggins.

Expanding beyond the scope 
of students, Wiggins is looking to 
expand technology so it becomes 
more accessible for the faculty as 
well. 

“I would like to bring new 
exercise options into faculty, us-
ing technology that I previously 
mentioned. One example is be-
ing able to use instant replay in 
football, via computers, as a sec-
ond set of eyes when someone 
took a really hard hit. That way, 
we can better assess them in the 
training room. There is just so 
much out there. It is really neat 
to see this information, and what 
coaches and trainers can do with 
it,” said Wiggins.
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only the good die young

Athletic Trainer Amy Wiggins Reflects On 25 Year Career At Andover

KATIE MORRIS

Boys Crew 
Sweeps Four Schools

Holding off a late push 
from Boston College High 
School, Andover Boys Crew’s 
B1 maintained a strong lead to 
cross the finish line first with 
a margin of 5.2 seconds and a 
time of 4:20.4. 

Andover’s B2, B3, B4, and 
B5 also contributed with 
first places finishes, at 4:29.3, 
4:38.6, 4:39.3, and 4:59 re-
spectively. Andover went on 
to sweep B.C. High, Hingham 
High School, Tabor Academy, 
and Boston Latin at the race 
on Saturday, April 27. The 
team’s record now stands at 
1-2.

Coming into the race, An-
dover was aware of B.C. High’s 
strength in its sprints. To 
combat this, it looked to have 
strong starts and maintain its 
lead throughout the course, 
according to Henry Hear-
le ’20 and Co-Captain Jacob 
Hudgins ’19.

Hearle said, “I think our 
starts across the board were 
stronger than B.C. High, Hing-
ham, Tabor, and [Boston Lat-
in]. We then took that boost of 
confidence and kept widening 
the gap because we knew that 
B.C. High is known for their 
sprints. But I think ultimately, 
we out stroked them and their 
sprint at the end wasn’t able to 
make a dent on the length or 
so we had between them.”

“I think we did a good job of 
going out fast from the start. 
We wanted to focus on getting 
out early in the beginning and 
also continuing to increase 
our lead throughout the race,” 
said Hudgins.

The conditions of the Mer-

rimack made for a strong fol-
lowing current and a tailwind 
that caused the boats to move 
almost a minute faster than 
usual. The change in condi-
tions required Andover to 
change its gameplan, accord-
ing to Hudgins. 

“The current was really 
quick so the race was a minute 
faster than usual, which meant 
that obviously there were less 
strokes in the race, which had 
a lot of different implications. 
The longer the race, the more 
you rely on your endurance 
training, while the shorter 
the race, the more you rely 
on your anaerobic training. 
Usually we do a start which 
is around 25 strokes, and then 
a settle which is ten strokes, 
and then quite a long time in 
the middle before you get to 
the sprint, while in this race it 
was a starting sequence, a set-
tle, and then we were already 
at the sprint,” said Hudgins.

This sweep leaves Andover 
with more incentive to im-
prove in the second half of the 
season, according to Co-Cap-
tain Nick Demetroulakos ’19.

“I am constantly impressed 
and inspired by how hard the 
crew team works every day. 
The whole team has been put-
ting in lots of good strokes on 
the water, and it showed this 
weekend. This victory felt 
great, but we are going to go 
up against some really fast 
teams in the coming weeks. 
We just need to keep getting 
fitter and making sure we are 
working together to move the 
boat,” wrote Demetroulakos in 
an email to The Phillipian. 

The team will face St. 
John’s Prep and St. Paul’s on 
Saturday. 

ETHAN WEISSMAN

BOYSCREW

According to Amy Wiggins, the best part about her job as a trainer is helping an injured athlete overcome their 
disability and achieve a goal.
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Andover’s B1 finished with a time of 4:20.4 minutes, 5.2 seconds ahead of 
the second place finisher. 
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Girls Tennis Loses One, 
Wins Two on the Road

Down 2-1 after the round 
of doubles matches, Ando-
ver Girls Tennis rallied to de-
feat archrival Phillips Exeter 
Academy 5-4 this past Satur-
day. After a 5-4 loss to Deer-
field last week and a 7-0 sweep 
over BB&N this past Wednes-
day, the team’s record stands 
at 5-1.

At Exeter, the team man-
aged to recover after losing 
two doubles matches by build-
ing up its energy going into the 
singles matches, according to 
Co-Captain Katherine Hu ’19.

“We had to win four out of 
the the six singles going in, so 
we had to regroup, sort of get 
ourselves back together and 
motivated for the singles. [We 
had to] forget about the dou-
bles, even though we lost a few 

points, and just focus on win-
ning the singles,” said Hu.

Against Deerfield, despite 
losing, the team showcased 
strength in its singles matches, 
according to Inge Park ’22.

“I feel that we were able to 
play strongly and feel more 
connected as a team. In the 
doubles matches we struggled 
a bit to win early on in the set, 
which got us a little behind, 
but in the singles matches we 
each played our best game and 
a had a few amazing come-
backs after being down. We 
focused on being positive and 
playing our best for the team 
as a whole. Supporting and 
cheering for each other also 
gave us more confidence and 
drive to do better,” said Park.

Co-Captain Rhea Bhandari 
’19 believes that this match 
taught the team the impor-
tance of keeping its focus 
throughout the entirety of ev-
ery match.

Bhandari said, “ We had 
a couple of easy wins [ear-
ly in the season], so we kind 
of had to change our mindset 
going into this match. I think 
that support from each other 
was really important for this 
match. We just really have 
to focus on our game and the 
way that we played and what 
we had been working on in 
practice, and we just had to try 
and implement those in our 

games.”
The team then travelled to 

BB&N on Monday —a quick 
turnaround from Exeter, with 
no practice time in between 
these two consecutive match-
es. Even so, Andover swept 
BB&N 7-0 and was able to use 
this match to successfully im-
plement new techniques and 
improve its mistakes, accord-
ing to Park and Bhandari.

“Our team was really strong 
throughout. Especially be-
cause we had to play short-
ened matches due to the time, 
it was important that we were 
focused at the start. Everyone 
played really well and in the 
end we were able to win all of 
our matches,” said Park.

Bhandari added, “A lot of us 
used this to practice what we 
had been learning in practice, 
actually taking advantage of 
the short balls, hitting our ap-
proaches, volleys during dou-
bles, and also a big one for a 
lot of us: it’s sometimes hard 
to play against girls who are 
not as good as us. Playing our 
own game, not pushing the 
ball, not falling down to their 
level, and on the doubles, com-
municating with our partners 
and working together to set up 
the point well so that it can be 
finished at the net.”

Andover will face Milton at 
home on Wednesday.

GIRLSTENNIS

ABBY RYAN

 Andover

Deerfield

5

4

Andover

BB&N

7

0

Andover

Exeter

4

5

Reimi Kusaka ’21 has played first seed since her Junior year, though she is currently injured.
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Beaver Country Day
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Girls Lacrosse Defeats Two, 
Maintains Winning Record

After a Groton attackman 
faked twice and shot inside the 
8 meter arc, goalie Kennedy 
Everson ’21 stood tall in the net 
and made a point blank save. 
She then threw an outlet pass to 
an attacker over the restraining 
line, shifting the offensive back 
to Andover. The team went on 
to defeat Groton 13-9. 

Late in the week, the team 
defeated Brewster 13-8 but fell 
to Governor’s 14-11. The team’s 
record now stands at 4-6. 

Against both Groton and 
Brewster, Andover’s offence 
was able to make sure almost 
every possession ended with 
a goal because of maintaining 
possession and good shot place-

ment, according to Brooke Ke-
ough ’19 and Liv Nolan ’20. 

Nolan wrote in an email to 
The Phillipian, “I think that we 
did a good job placing our shots 
against Groton. It was one of 
our higher-scoring games, and 
it was because we were able to 
put the ball into a space that was 
difficult for the Groton goalie to 
react to.” 

Keough added, “Something 
we did well [in the Groton 
game] was taking advantage of 
our offensive of chances and not 
throwing the ball away. Defense 
and midfield also did a great 
job of creating turnovers and 
moving the ball upfield. We also 
read off each other very well 
and created a lot of one v. one 
scoring opportunities.” 

Before its game against 
Brewster, Andover practiced its 
transition offence. This practice 
payed off and was clearly appar-
ent during the game according 
to Co-Captain Katherine McIn-
tire ’19. 

“Our transition is something 
we have been working a lot on 
in practice recently, and this 
game we did a great job getting 
it out of our defensive end safe-
ly when we’d cause a turnover.… 
Our offensive positioning on the 
fast breaks was executed well, 
and we scored I think four quick 

goals right in the early minutes 
of the game,” said McIntire. 

Before its game against Gov-
ernor’s, Andover had to im-
prove its new defensive systems 
and its energy according to No-
lan and McIntire. 

McIntire said, “Before the 
next game we definitely want to 
work on maintaining our tempo 
until the last minute. We turned 
over the ball more in the second 
half on offense, and Brewster 
went on a six goal streak and 
almost caught up to us, so we’re 
going to focus on that in prac-
tice this week.” 

Despite the loss to Govenor’s, 
Andover remained positive and 
worked to move past factors be-
yond the team’s control, accord-
ing to Jessica Scott ’20. 

“We did a really great job of 
staying positive even when the 
score got close and even though 
the officials had some bad calls. 
The whole time, we emphasized 
focusing on the “controllables” 
(things that we could actually 
control), rather than things like 
the refs, the weather, etc. (the 
“uncontrollables”),” Scott wrote 
in an email to The Phillipian.

Andover will look to bounce 
back when it faces Rivers on 
Friday. 

PRESTON WHITEHURST

GIRLSLACROSSE
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The 84th annual NFL Draft 
was held from April 25 to April 
27. For many teams, the draft is 
an extremely important time 
of year because the team is 
looking to improve its roster. 
254 players were drafted by 
NFL teams, and each selection 
held a certain significance. A 
certain pick, like Cam Newton 
in 2011, could help change a 
franchise’s direction and help 
them win games, and possibly 
even a championship. These 
are, in my opinion, the most 
important first-round draft 
picks in the 2019 NFL Draft:

1st Overall Selection: QB 
Kyler Murray

This selection, in my opin-
ion, was a poor selection for the 
Cardinals because they already 
had Josh Rosen. I think that 
it was ill-advised of Arizona 
to draft a quarterback with its 
number-one pick because they 
should have given Rosen more 
time to develop, especially 
since he was the tenth overall 
pick in the 2018 overall draft. 
The Cardinals traded him for 
the 62nd pick in this year’s 
draft. By making this trade, the 
Cardinals effectively lost 52 
picks in value. It also had only 
been his first year in the NFL 
and the Cardinals had a new 
head coach, Steve Wilks, who 
was fired after the season. The 
team’s offense didn’t perform 
up to par, which was reflected 
in not only Rosen’s stats, but in 
the performance of the team’s 
star running back, David John-
son. In the 2016-2017 NFL 

season, Johnson ranked sev-
enth in rush yards, but ranked 
twenty-third this past season. 
It would have been better for 
Arizona to invest in the defen-
sive field in this draft, as its 
defense ranked 26th in points 
allowed last year, allowing 26.6 
points per game. 

4th Overall Selection: DE 
Clelin Ferrell

This draft pick came as a 
surprise to nearly everyone. 
The Oakland Raiders draft-
ed Ferrell, 2018 Hendricks 
award winner and Clemson 
defensive end. It seemed like 
a bad selection at first be-
cause Ferrell wasn’t projected 
to be drafted until later in the 
first-round, but once you look 
at his stats, it is understand-
able why Oakland drafted him. 
Many thought that the Raiders 
would draft a running back, as 
they had no star running back 
after the 2018-2019 season. But 
after the Raiders traded Khalil 
Mack last year, its defensive 
line began to look bare, and 
the team desperately needed 
some help. The team ranked 
last in the league in sacks last 
year, with only 13, compared 
to Ferrell’s 11.5 sacks at Clem-
son by himself last year. Ferrell 
lead the ACC in tackles for a 
loss (17) and sacks (11.5) last 
year, which sounds very simi-
lar to Mack’s past NFL season 
when he recorded 12.5 sacks 
and 37 tackles. In my opinion, 
this draft pick was better than 
most people think because of 
how bare Oakland’s defensive 
line was.

6th Overall Selection: QB 
Daniel Jones

I think that this draft se-
lection was important be-
cause the Giants could have 
easily drafted a better quar-
terback. One possibility was 
to choosing Dwayne Haskins, 
quarterback from Ohio State, 
sixth overall and then draft-
ing a defensive linemen later. 
It was obvious that the Giants 
needed new defensive line-
men after ranking thirtieth in 
the NFL in sacks last season. 
Choosing Haskins would have 
been a better decision for the 
Giants because Haskins threw 

one less interception than 
Jones while throwing 28 more 
touchdowns last year. The Gi-
ants then could have still cho-
sen defensive tackle Dexter 
Lawrence 17th overall, but had 
a better quarterback. I don’t 
believe that Daniel Jones was 
worth a sixth overall pick.

25th Overall Selection: 
Marquise Brown

I think that picking the no-
toriously fast wide receiver in 
Brown was a great pick by the 
Ravens. Brown had 75 recep-
tions this past season for a to-
tal of 1318 yards and 10 touch-
downs. The Ravens ranked 
22nd in the NFL for total pass-
ing yards last year with 3,558 
and since they added skillful 
receiver to its core, they will be 
able to improve its offense and 
have a better chance of com-
peting in the playoffs. I also 
believe that adding that wide 
receiver that will make the 
defense back off of him so the 
defense does not get beat deep. 
This, in turn, will give Lamar 
Jackson more room to run, 
which is currently an import-
ant part of the Ravens’ offense. 
Overall, this pick seemed great 
for the Ravens, helping the 
team beef up its offense.

Conclusion
Now that the 2019 NFL 

Draft is behind us, the NFL 
community can reflect on the 
picks and decide which teams 
won the draft, and which teams 
could have made better deci-
sions. These first-round draft 
picks often are the decider of 
how well a team drafted and 
that is a decider on how good 
the team will be in the future. 
Therefore, making good se-
lections and decisions during 
draft days is imperative to the 
success of an NFL team.

Reflecting on the 2019 First-Round 
NFL Draft Picks

LUKE BOSHAR

SPORTS OPINION

Andover Secures 
14-Inning Victory

Andover’s away game against 
Worcester was played over the 
span of two seperate days as tt 
became too dark on Friday to 
continue the game into extra in-
nings. This caused Andover to 
return the following Tuesday to 
finish the game. Tied 3-3 in the 
fourteenth inning, Jonathan San-
tucci ’21 shot a ball to left center 
field and for a go-ahead two-run 
triple, lifting Andover to a 5-3 
win

Andover struggled to drive 

runners on base home, elongat-
ing the game and contributing to 
the low score, according to Lucas 
Stowe ’20.

“The game was a very frus-
trating one because we were 
obviously the better team. We 
continued to hit and we were hit-
ting well the whole game, we just 
weren’t putting anything togeth-
er. Santucci himself hit two dou-
bles and two triples. But we just 
weren’t hitting in the runners we 
had,” said Stowe.

In the second half of the game, 
Andover saw not only a strong 
performance from Santucci at 
the plate, but from Jackson Emus 
’19 on the mound and Co-Cap-
tain Andrew Ciufo ’19 in the in-
field, according to Peter Ling ’20.

“Jackson threw innings eight 
to fourteen, and shut out those 
innings, keeping us in the game 
the whole time. [Santucci] hit a 
two run triple in the top of the 
fourteenth that completely blew 
the game open for us. Ciufo made 
a diving play on a ground ball up 
the middle and just showed how 
good he his. It really showed 
the depth of our and how deter-
mined we are and how we won’t 
ever let a game like that get by 
us,” said Ling.

Throughout all fourteen in-
nings, Andover maintained a 
high level of energy, according to 
Stowe and Santucci.

“I was especially proud of us 
that game for how we didn’t lose 
focus and that we didn’t get dis-
couraged. We just continued to 
press the gas until we got the re-
sult we wanted,” said Stowe.

Santucci added, “The energy 
never went down in the entire 
fourteen innings. We never lost 
our energy which is a big reason 
we were able to stay in the game 
the entire time and eventually 
win.”

The following and Saturday 
and Wednesday, Andover faced 
Pingree and Northfield Mount 
Hermon and earned 11-1 and 
7-2 victories respectively. Both 
games allowed Andover to show-
case the depth of its lineup, ac-
cording to Ling.

Andover will face Groton at 
home on Friday.

Editor’s Note: Peter Ling is a 
Business Manager for The Phil-
lipian. 

STAFF REPORT

BASEBALL

Andover Rallies to Claim 
Three Victories

After going down 1-2 against 
Northfield Mount Hermon 
(NMH) on Saturday, Andover 
Boys Volleyball rallied and won 
the next two sets with scores of 
25-11 and 15-7. Andover won 3-2 to 
cap off a successful week, after de-
feating Choate 3-2 on the previous 
Saturday and Beaver Country Day 
3-1 on Wednesday. 

Foreshadowing its game against 
NMH, Andover initially was down 
1-2 against Choate, but main-
tained its focus and stuck to its 
gameplan, according to Colin Mc-
Namara-Bordewick ’21.

“I think that our mentality was 
the key to winning. I think when 
worst came to worst when we 
were down in the dumps, during 
the third, fourth, and fifth sets we 
fed the ball to those people who 
were hitting the nastiest spikes 
and slams,” said McNamara-Bor-
dewick. 

According to Kike Chamon ’21, 
Andover was able to pull ahead 
early and get everyone in the game 
against Beaver.

“In the first set, our starting 
varsity guys got off to a great start 
so we got a chance to put in some 
bench and JV players for the oth-
er sets. Overall we were mentally 
there, but we definitely could’ve 
worked on our serving,” said 
Chamon.

Against NMH on Saturday, 
Andover began with low energy, 
something the team has struggled 
with consistently at away games, 
according to Co-Captain Clayson 
Briggs ’19.

“This season, we haven’t really 
traveled very well. I don’t know 
whether it was the bus ride or the 

climb into their gym but either 
way, we didn’t come out of the 
gates firing and we started off pret-
ty slow,” said Briggs. 

“We lost the first set which was 
a result of pretty poor play. But in 
the second set, it was pretty close 
and we won that one. After the 
third set, which we lost, we woke 
up and won the remaining two 
sets pretty handily. We were pret-
ty happy with our play at the end, 
but I think that we need to work 
on getting out and ready quickly,” 
Briggs continued.

On Wednesday, Andover lost 
0-3 to Phillips Exeter Academy, 
bringing its current record to 6-2-1.

According to McNamara-Bor-
dewick, the team was unable to ex-
ecute and, ultimately, recover from 
a first set loss.

“I think that because it was an 
away game, it was a little bit hard-
er. We haven’t played as well away 
this season. But I think that we re-
ally rallied by the end. Our first set 
wasn’t pretty but our second and 
third sets we started getting it,” 
said McNamara-Bordewick.

Briggs added, “At the end of the 
first set, it was a big score to a little 
score. In the second set, we started 
coming back and in the third set, 
we got really close. The final score 
ended up being 27-29. We had a 
few chances to win but we couldn’t 
execute.”

Andover will face Wilbraham & 
Monson away on Saturday.

LUCAS KIM

BOYSVOLLEYBALL
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Jackson Emus ’19 shut out 
Worcester Academy for the last 
six innings of Andover’s 14-inning 
victory.

Andover
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Governor’s

11
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Caleb Blackburn-Johnson ’22 con-
tinues his brother’s legacy playing 
Middle for Andover.

Andover has averaged 12.3 goals per game in its last three games.
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Girls Track and Field Places 
First in 7 of 17 Events 

in Tri-Meet

Lillie Cooper ’21 crossed the 
finish line with a time of 4:10.16, 
securing the victory for Andover 
in the 4x400-Meter relay. Coo-
per’s and others’ efforts helped 
propel Andover Girls Track 
& Field forward in a tri-meet 
against Phillips Exeter Academy 
and St. Paul’s this past Wednes-
day. Andover placed first in sev-
en of the 17 events and scored a 
total of 71.5 to St. Paul’s 48 and 
Exeter’s 58.5. 

Cooper said, “Overall as a 
team, we performed really well. 
This is the middle of the sea-
son, so we have been doing a lot 
of training up to this point. We 
haven’t had a meet in a while, 
so it was really good to get some 
competition in this week. Ex-
eter and St. Paul’s are both real-
ly strong teams and we will see 
them again later in the champi-
onships so just seeing how we 
compete and place against them 
was really helpful.”

Despite the team’s overall 
success, Andover’s 4x100-Me-
ter relay team faced technical 
difficulties in the midst of the 
racing, leading to its disqualifi-
cation from the event, according 
to Melanie Cheung ’20.

“We didn’t have the opportu-
nity to practice the handoff be-
fore the race, so I think during 
the race, we had bit more space 
than usual which led to a late 
call. When she got to the end 
zone, she halted, and I ran right 
into her, so we bumped right out 
of the exchange zone,” Cheung 
said.

While the disqualification 
was disappointing, each mem-
ber recovered and continued to 
perform well in the later events, 
according to Kiera Suh ’22. 

“Everyone who was in the 
4x100-Meter relay competed 
in individual events afterward 
and their previous performance 
didn’t have any lasting effect on 
them which was great that they 
were able to bounce back,” Suh 
said.

There were also non-favor-
able weather conditions, which 
the team pushed through to 
compete its best, according to 
Suh. 

“The conditions weren’t 
great, as the track was a little 
wet and a little slippery. Despite 
this, I think we all did a good job 
not letting that interfere with 
our performance.”

Andover proved to be espe-
cially competitive in the field 
events, placing first in the high 
jump, long jump, and javelin. 
Carolina Weatherall ’21 had a 
height of five feet in the high 
jump to secure first place and a 
personal record. 

Cooper said, “Carolina 
Weatherall really stood out to-
day. She got a [personal record] 
in the high jump which was real-
ly fun to watch. Everyone on the 
team was really excited for her 
as she cleared the bar.”

In the final event of the meet, 
Andover’s Sadie Cheston-Harris 
’20, Tessa Conrady ’20, Athalia 
Esty ’22, and Cooper worked 
together to dominate in the 
4x400-Meter Relay, winning the 
event with a time of 4:10.16 and 
securing the overall victory for 
Andover.

According to Cooper, “The 
4x400-Meter was definitely a 
highlight. We needed to win the 
event in order to win the whole 
meet. Every single leg was real-
ly strong. Athalia Esty was the 
third leg and really made the 
lead a lot wider. That gave me 
the confidence to sprint faster 
and bring it home.”

Andover will travel to North-
field Mount Hermon (NMH) 
this Saturday to compete against 
both Loomis Chaffee and NMH.

Editor’s Note: Tessa Conrardy 
is the President of The Phillipian.

NICOLE LEE
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Co-Captain Katherine McIntire ’19 Is 
“Insane” On The Draw

Playing lacrosse since fourth 
grade, Andover Girls Lacrosse 

Co-Captain Katherine McIn-
tire ’19 developed the skills to 
be a proficient draw special-
ist, according teammate Annie 
Lord ’19 and Head Coach Heidi 
Wall.

“Katherine is insane on the 
draw control. When she gets on 
a roll, she can completely shift 
the momentum of the game 
with the help of other people 
on the circle by coming up with 
draw control after draw con-
trol and gaining possession for 
our team,” said Lord.

Coach Wall added, “Her pri-
mary role as a draw specialist is 
to take the draw and she’s very 
good at it. And when she gets 
possession of the ball that just 
kicks off our offense.”

McIntire works to set the 
tone for practices and games 
by working her hardest and 
encouraging her teammates to 
follow her example.

McIntire said, “During 
practices, I try to set the tone 
for everyone to work hard and 
play at game pace. I make sure 
that I’m doing this myself, and 
I also communicate with the 
other girls, to give them sup-
port and say things to keep 
them hyped up. I like to make 
sure that everyone on the team 
feels included and not afraid to 
play confidently and go all out.”

Lord added, “She sets the 
standard. Last year at spring 
training we learned the differ-
ence between leading by exam-
ple and setting the standard. 
Setting the standard is really 
the most effective way to be a 
leader, and I think Katherine 
has really taken that lesson to 
heart.”

Not only does McIntire 
work to improve her team-
mates’ lacrosse ability, but she 
works outside of the season to 

constantly improve as a player 
and athlete.

“As captain, starting in the 
offseason, I’ve tried to make 
sure that we are doing the work 
for things like fitness, stick-
work, et cetera. Even if it’s just 
little things like jogging back 
from drills during practice and 
playing wall ball, I’ve tried to 
make sure that as a everyone is 
doing the work and giving their 
best effort,” said McIntire.

Coach Wall added, “She’s 
also apt to go and work out off 
campus with a trainer or do ex-
tra work on her draw skills. So, 
I would say that her work ethic 
is very high: she’s very driven.”

According to Coach Wall 
and fellow Co-Captain Jo Cai-
co ’19, McIntire’s dedication to 
improvement in the off-season 
is matched only by her work 
ethic in the season.

“Her work ethic is total ded-

ication. When she’s at practice, 
she’s working super hard,” said 
Coach Wall. “Because she’s 
played a lot of lacrosse, she’s 
has a lot of really helpful ex-
periences to bring to the team 
and just a good perspective. 
So, she sees things and knows 
where people should be in cer-
tain situations and can encour-
age people in that way.”

Caico added, “She plays very 
aggressively while simultane-
ously staying very composed, 
which is essential in the game 
of lacrosse… She also is great 
with advice and is always 
making sure that people know 
what they’re doing great at and 
what they might want to work 
on. Katherine is a super expe-
rienced lacrosse player… and 
she’s not afraid to share her 
knowledge for the benefit of 
the team.”

Co-Captain Feature

Co-Captain Katherine McIntire 
’19 emphasizes the importance of 
fitness and off-season training.

D.ZHU/THE PHILLIPIAN
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Before moving to a new town 
in fifth grade, Megan Ward ’19 
had never played lacrosse. Ac-

cording to Ward, at first, she saw 
lacrosse as a way to make new 
friends and have fun in her new 
community; however, now, as a 
Co-Captain of Andover Girls La-
crosse, she tries hard to keep the 
team focused during the distract-
ing Spring term.

“I would say that my biggest 
responsibility would be keeping 
the focus up on the team espe-
cially with a spring sport at An-
dover. It can be really easy to lose 
focus and look forward to other 
things, but we have a lot of talent 
this year, so I think my biggest 
responsibility is making sure that 
we use our talent to the highest 
extent to have the best success 
we can,” said Ward.

According to Kelly McCarthy 
’19 and Lilly Feeney ’20, Ward is 
able to promote positivity in the 
team using her spirit and experi-
ence as a multi-sport athlete and 
being Captain of Andover Field 

Hockey.
Feeney said, “Based on the fact 

that she is captain of two Varsity 
teams, I think it really shows her 
character and her willingness 
to lead by example but also be 
a great teammate. She demon-
strates her athleticism and her 
ability to lift people up when 
they’re having a bad day is really 
something I aspire to emulate.”

Carly Kreytak ’20 said, “She 
has the confidence to hold her 
teammates accountable which 
is really inspiring. It’s sometimes 
hard to make sure everyone is 
held accountable, but I think 
Meghan does a good job of giv-
ing constructive criticism and it’s 
clear she has the team’s best in-
terest in mind.” 

Ward demonstrates her lead-
ership through her hard work 
and hustle during both practices 
and games, according to Kreytak 
and McCarthy. 

Kreytak said, “At the spring 
training trip that we went on as 
a team in Florida, we listened 
to this speech about leadership. 
They said there’s no such thing 
as leading by example, and that’s 
because leading by example is 
just doing what you need to do to 
be a good teammate, like work-
ing hard 100 percent of the time, 
showing up on time, always be-
ing ready to play, holding your 
teammates accountable, et cet-
era. I think Meghan does all of 
those things, which sets an ex-
ample, but really just shows what 
we need to be doing.”

McCarthy said, “I think her 
hustle is really noticeable on the 
field, whether it be just a prac-
tice or just a drill that we’re per-
forming or it’s actual game time, 
you see that she is working 100 
percent all of the time. That just 
makes you want to give in all as 
well.”

Though Ward also plays field 
hockey and hockey, she never 
wavers in her devotion to la-
crosse.

“I feel like one of the best 
thing Meg does is being very di-
aled into the sports she is playing 
that season especially since she’s 
primarily a field hockey player. 
She’s very focused on the task 
at hand, and I think that makes 
her a good leader. She is all about 
what is best for the team and isn’t 
really focused on advancing in 
field hockey in lacrosse season,” 
said Feeney.

Ward’s example exemplifies to 
her teammates the importance of 
hard work and causes her to be 
seen as a figure to look up to.

“I just feel like Meg is such a 
great leader and has really taught 
me a lot about leading a team. 
She has such great qualities that 
I aspire to be,” said Feeney.

TIFFANY LI

Co-Captain Feature
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Co-Captain Meghan Ward ’19 ex-
emplifies the importance of hard 
wordk to her teammates.

Co-Captain Meghan Ward ’19 Utilizes Tri-Varsity Experience

Co-Captain Jo Caico ’19 Is 
“Someone the Whole Team Looks Up To”

Beginning her Ando-
ver Girls Lacrosse career as 

a member of the JV team 
during her Junior and Lower 
years, Co-Captain Jo Caico ’19 
has grown into Varsity starter. 

Caico plays as both a defen-
seman and a midfielder. Ac-
cording to her, she plays with 
passion and aggression in 
each position, using her speed 
to her advantage.

“I love midfield because 
I love to shoot and I love to 
run, but I also love defense 
because you have to be really 
quick but also have good re-
action timing. I also love to be 
aggressive and the contact is 
limited in girls lacrosse, but 
the most of that contact is in 
the defensive position,” said 
Caico.

Caico cites the team dy-
namic as one of her favorite as-
pects of the sport. According 
to teammate Lily Rademacher 
’21, Caico is a strong contrib-
utor to this team dynamic be-
cause she can easily read her 

teammates and help them re-
focus their worries.

“I love lacrosse. I love to 
run and I love the sport. I 
also love the team dynamic 
on lacrosse teams. We’re all 
playing for the same goal. It’s 
a really cool thing to have in 
common with people,” said 
Caico.

Rademacher said, “Jo is a 
Captain that never fails to lift 
others up through her com-
petitive spirit and easy abil-
ity to laugh off mistakes. She 
has an amazing ability to see 
when people need help shak-
ing off what’s worrying them 
and always knows exactly 
how to bring them back to the 
play. She is an automatic lead-
er always.”

As Co-Captain, Caico has 
learned how to give all of 
her effort at every moment, 
whether in practice or in 
games.

“Being a [Co-Captain] has 

been a huge transition for me 
but at the same time, not so 
much. There have definitely 
been responsibilities that I 
otherwise wouldn’t have had 
or even thought about, but 
I have now. As a [Co-Cap-
tain,] everything I do is being 
watched. There’s very little 
space for slacking. Be I have 
to lead by example. some-
times it’s been a challenge on 
the days I might not be feel-
ing it or maybe I have some-
thing going on in my personal 
life. But with that, I’ve real-
ly learned to put everything 
behind me when I’m on that 
turf,” Caico said.

According to Abby Ryan ’21 
and Rachel Neyman ’21, Caico 
leads the Andover Girls La-
crosse team by example.

“Her energy is just awe-
some. She is such a hard 
worker and so dedicated. She 
motivates other people be-
cause she keeps it light. She 

enforces a lot of the standards 
that the coaches and other 
Captains set for us this year. 
She’s just someone the whole 
team looks up to,” said Ryan. 

Neyman added, “Jo is a real-
ly a great [Co-Captain.] She’s 
not only one of the hardest 
workers on the field, but she’s 
also one of the most commit-
ted players off the field.”

Following graduation, Cai-
co will go on to play lacrosse 
at Bowdoin College. 

Caico said, “ I’m super ex-
cited to play at the next level 
while also studying at the next 
level. Sports [have] always 
been a really important part 
of my life, so I’m so glad that 
I’ve been fortunate enough to 
be able to continue it beyond 
high school.”

Editor’s Note: Lily 
Rademacher is an Eighth Page 
editor for The Phillipian.

KATIE MORRIS

Co-Captain Jo Caico ’19 is mo-
tivated to work her hardest and 
serve as an inspiration to  her 
teammates by her position as 
captain.

D.OWYANG/THE PHILLIPIAN
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The 2018-2019 N.B.A. sea-
son was supposed to mark the 
genesis of a new Boston Celt-
ics, the next titan of the East-
ern Conference. In the void 
left behind by LeBron James’ 
departure from the East, the 
Celtics 2018-2019 season was 
meant to serve as their ascen-
sion into conference suprem-

acy. Instead, their season was 
turbulent, tumultuous, and 
frustrating. A team overload-
ed with potential and talent, 
the Celtics underperformed, 
finishing with a record of 49-
33. Inconsistent play, under-
pinned by a barrage of snide 
remarks stemming from su-
perstar Kyrie Irving have 
mired the team in controversy. 
Stretches of stellar basketball 
would be followed by frustrat-
ing losing streaks. Despite the 
Celtics’ debacle of a season, 
however, they are somehow on 
the precipice of another East-
ern Conference Finals berth. 
How, one might ask, does a 
team embroiled in free agen-
cy controversy and shaky play 
beat the Milwaukee Bucks and 
M.V.P. frontrunner Giannis An-
tetokounmpo (who incidental-
ly have the best record in the 
N.B.A. at 60-22) by a score of 
112-90?

There are two versions of 
the Boston Celtics. There is the 

team that plays devoid convic-
tion and fire, and there is the 
team that consistently bests 
powerhouses like Toronto, 
Milwaukee, and Golden State. 
And recently, as evidenced by 
their sweep of the Pacers and 
blowout of the Bucks, the Celt-
ics are in their latter iteration. 
On any given day, the Celtics 
can beat any team. 5-1 in the 
playoffs so far, the Celtics are 
red hot and have seemingly 
overcome their inconsisten-
cy and lethargy. Despite an 
ugly loss this past Tuesday, 
the Celtics still split two road 
games with the Bucks and are 
poised to play well when the 
series travels to the Garden.

The source of this recent 
Celtic revival rests on the 
shoulders of their impressive 
arsenal of talent. While guard 
Kyrie Irving has been dynamic 
the entire season, other stars 
such as Gordon Hayward have 
had variable levels of success. 
Hayward this season has been 

a touchstone for criticism this 
season, averaging only 11.5 
points per game (a far cry from 
his 21.9 ppg in the 2016-2017 
season with the Jazz). Addi-
tionally, his addition to the 
Celtics rotation upon return-
ing from injury has resulted in 
reduced playing time for bud-
ding stars like Jayson Tatum 
and Jaylen Brown, forcing 
coach Brad Stevens to rethink 
lineups and game strategies. 
Hayward’s resurgence has re-
vitalized the Celtics, however. 
His efficiency has eased the 
team’s offensive burden, and 
his solid defensive effort has 
augmented an already formi-
dable defense.

Players like Jayson Tatum 
have also elevated their play, 
augmenting the Celtics with a 
strong young presence. Tatum 
enjoyed an especially efficient 
series against Indiana and was 
instrumental in the 4 game 
sweep. Averaging 15.8 points 
per game this playoffs, Tatum 

has proven deadly from deep, 
shooting an impressive 44.4 
percent from three.

Ultimately, the Celtics are 
like fire: tricky to spark and 
cultivate but deadly once ig-
nited. As of now, these Celtics 
are ignited; their fire burns the 
brightest it has all season. With 
continuing stellar play from 
Kyrie Irving and Al Horford 
and the improving prospects of 
Tatum and Hayward, the Celt-
ics stand only three wins away 
from yet another chance to ad-
vance to the Eastern Confer-
ence Finals. Giannis Antetok-
ounmpo and Milwaukee are a 
formidable opponent, but then 
again, this is the team that 
took LeBron James to a Game 
7 without Kyrie Irving or Gor-
don Hayward. This is the team 
that has set the standard of ex-
cellence in the N.B.A. for half a 
century, and the team that has 
a chance to do it once more.

On Fire at the Right Time

PREM PRABHAKAR

SPORTS OPINION
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In addition to her athleticism 
and talent as goalkeeper, Ken-
nedy Everson ’21 boosts team 
morale with her spirit and en-
thusiasm, according to Lilly 
Feeney ’20.

“She is incredible. I feel like 
she has really grown in the past 
year. Right now we’ve been 
working on words to help us re-
focus, and Kennedy’s is the word 

“seabreeze.” We all say the word 
“seabreeze” and it’s like our own 
joke with Kennedy. She’s kept us 
in a lot of the games both this 
year and last year. I know she’ll 
continue to grow even more,” 
said Feeney.

Everson’s dedication and de-
velopment has earned her The 
Phillipian’s title of Athlete of 
the Week.

When did you start play-
ing lacrosse?

I started playing lacrosse in 
third grade as an attack player, 
and I started playing goalie in 
sixth grade.

How do you train for la-
crosse or get ready for a 
game?

I do the same warm-up rou-
tine basically everyday—just 
different hand-eye coordi-
nation drills, some warm-up 
shots, and then the team will 
do some shooting together.

What are your hopes for 
the season?

I hope that we all stay 
healthy, and that we really con-
tinue to connect as a team. The 

team is already really connect-
ed and united, so I definitely 
hope we’re able to keep that. I 
also think that we should focus 
more on having less turnover 
and being able to really control 
the pace of the game.

Do you have any role mod-
els?

Liz Hogan, she plays for the 
professional lacrosse league. 
I really just like the way she 
plays and how she controls the 
field, so I would definitely con-
sider her a role model.

What is your biggest sup-
port system during games?

The biggest support system 
has to be that we’re all really, 
really close. So, whenever any-
thing isn’t going well in the 
game, I can always count on 
them for encouragement and 
what I need, so we’re extreme-
ly close in that aspect.

Do you have any coaches 
in particular that have really 
helped?

Obviously, [Head] Coach 
[Heidi] Wall has been support-
ing me through it all, especial-

ly through the recruiting pro-
cess. And [Coach Taylor] Ware 
and Coach [Kassie Archam-
bault ’07], they have all been 
so, so supportive and helpful. 
Also, one of our managers, an 
ex-player, Annie Lord [’19], 
has been super-duper helpful. 
She finds small ways to coach 
me by letting me know what I 
could work on in games, prac-
tice, anywhere. She has really 
been a mentor for me by tell-
ing what what I’m doing well, 
what I’m not.

What are your favorite 
team traditions?

I really like when we have 
team dinners. We’ll just talk 
and it’s super fun because it 
helps take away some of the 
stress from being on the field. 
We also just get to hang out as 
friends and support each other 
both on and off the field. I love 
our bus rides to games that are 
away. We always just hang out 
in the locker and have a really 
good warm-up playlist. Juliet 
[Gildehaus ’20], she made a 
playlist for us, and it’s really all 
mashups, and we usually listen 
to it before every game, which 

really just hypes all of us up, 
and gets us in the mentality to 
play the best we can.

What’s your favorite thing 
about lacrosse?

I love that game because it’s 
just something where you can 
get away from an academic 
setting and just be with people 
that you love. You get to play a 
game where you can be com-
petitive. At the end of the day, 
you and your teammates are all 
fighting for the same goal; to 
win the game. Just being able 
to play with the girls and be in 
a setting where we are all to-
gether and play the same game, 
it’s just really fun. It’s some-
thing that I would never want 
to let go of.

Do you plan on playing la-
crosse in college?

I do, hopefully. It all de-
pends on how the recruiting 
goes in the fall.

Editor’s Note: Juliet Gilde-
haus is a Sports Editor for The 
Phillipian.

CHRISTINE MICHAEL

Athlete of the Week

T.WEI/THE PHILLIPIAN

Kennedy Everson ’21’s favorite 
team tradition are team dinners as 
they provide a way for the team to 
bond off the field. 

Kennedy Everson ’21 Leads Team With “Unmatched” Skill in Net

GIRLSLACROSSE

Senior Reflections

Reporting by Nathalie Lelogeais

BROOKE KEOUGH
The team at Andover is so fun 

because everyone always works 
so hard. Whether it’s a practice or 
game, everyone gives it their all 
and this makes everyone around 
them so much better. This season, 
we are playing in a mini tourna-
ment with a few other teams at 
the end of the season. I am so ex-
cited because we never have play-
offs or anything, so this is definite-
ly something we are all looking 
forward to participating in for the 
first time.

ANNIE LORD
The team has been doing a lot of 

rebuilding recently, and it’s been 
so fun to watch us get stronger as a 
team. Our level of play has definitely 
elevated over the past few seasons, 
and it’s fun to watch that play out as 
the season progresses...[My biggest 
goal  for the season is to] be present 
and be supportive. Even though I 
don’t play, there are a lot of other 
ways I can help the team. I think 
positive thinking and high energy 
is really important whether you’re 
on the field or not, and my goal is to 
maintain that this season.

At the beginning of their final seasons competing for Andover, returning Seniors reflect on
their time as part of the Girls Lacrosse Team. Here, the Seniors share those thoughts with The Phillipian. 
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COURTESY OF ANNIE LORD

ABBEY OTTERBEIN
I love lacrosse’s back and 

forth competition. There is 
never a definite outcome from 
the beginning, at any moment 
in the game, the momentum can 
change and one team can come 
out on top. I like lacrosse at An-
dover because we are all work-
ing together everyday wanting 
to get better.

T.WEI/THE PHILLIPIAN

JACKIE MCCARTHY
My top goal this season is to 

beat Exeter for our final game 
of the season. One of the tradi-
tions this team has is that if we 
win the Exeter game while away, 
the seniors and uppers all jump 
off the bridge on the pathway to 
their stadium. I watched my old-
er sister and her teammates do it 
when I was in eighth grade, and 
have since always been hoping to 
do the same myself. We only beat 
Exeter by one goal last season so 
it should definitely a really in-
tense and exciting game.

G.FLANAGAN/THE PHILLIPIAN

KELLY MCCARTHY
I would have to say that my teammates are what makes the sport so 

special at Andover. Of course, we take our practices and preparations 
for game seriously, but we find plenty of time to goof around and have 

fun...I’m excited to beat Phillips Exeter Academy on their home turf 
this season. Of course beating Exeter is a goal for any sport, 

any time of year, but especially being a senior and 
this being my last A/E, I want to end it 

with a great team win.

M.LEVY/THE PHILLIPIAN
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Swaying to the melody of the 
piano accompaniment, William 
Duan ’19 lifted his bow to begin 
“Romance in F minor, Op. 11” 
by Antonin Dvorák. Smooth, 
tinkling piano notes filtered 
throughout the Timken Room, 
painting a mellow and minor 
tone. Just as the bell-like pia-
no begins to diminish, Duan’s 
rich, serene strokes filled the 
growing silence. 

Duan gave a Senior Recital 
in the Timken Room of Graves 
Hall this past Saturday. His 
purpose in holding the concert 
was to demonstrate his appre-
ciation and respect for peers 
who have inspired him during 
his time at Andover. According 
to Duan, his experiences at the 
school have helped him im-
prove his playing. 

“I met a lot of people and 
I had a lot of positive experi-
ences at Andover, and that ex-
perience has really worked its 
way into my playing. Although 
my technique hasn’t really im-
proved that much, it really im-
proved my expression,” said 

Duan.
Interweaving trills with a 

series of complex melodies, the 
Bach Sonata No. 1 in G Minor 
incorporated intense, disso-
nant tones into soft, harmonic 
ones. Duan expressed that this 
fugue was his favorite piece in 
his program because of its im-
mense complexities included 
in the music of a single lyrical 
instrument. 

“The fugue is my favorite 
form of music because of the 
contrapuntal finesse required 
to compose a fugue… contra-
puntal writing is all about the 
different lines and voices and 
how they interact with each 
other. I like to bring out the 
individual voices through my 
playing and I think it is the in-
teraction between them that 
create musical interest,” said 
Duan. 

Cathy Cho ’22, also a violin-
ist, met Duan at the first or-
chestra rehearsal of the school 
year after hearing him play a 
solo part. According to Cho, 
she and many others were im-
mediately drawn to his music. 
Since then, Duan’s hard work 
has inspired Cho to practice 
more violin.

“He’s so great, his intonation 
is on fleek. And this doesn’t 
come with sitting down and 
not practicing. It comes with 
determination and will,” said 
Cho.

Duan’s friends have also 
been a source of support and 
encouragement for him. Ac-
cording to Duan, being exposed 
to their talent has prompted 
him to match their determina-
tion and perseverance as well.

“They’re kind of like a mo-
tivation; I have to catch up to 
their level. It’s like friendly 
competition that’s a really pow-
erful motivator,” said Duan.

According to Duan, the Ba-
roque genre speaks to him the 
best because this type of music 
brings out the violin’s unique 
aspects the most. Duan par-
ticularly appreciates the poly-
phonic aspect of the violin. 

“There are four strings; I can 
play all four strings at the same 
time. That’s a part of why I like 
the Bach Fugue so much, like 
how I can accompany myself 
and it’s a really expressive in-
strument with so many possi-
bilities,” said Duan.

EMMA FU

William Duan ’19 Gives Senior Recital in 
Appreciation for his Peers

Arts&Leisure
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After briefly locking eyes, 
Harrison Ringel ’19 and fel-
low performer Zora Stewart 
’19 launched into a rendi-
tion of C.T. Henning’s “Sixty 
French Horn Duets, No. 28.” 
Long, drawn-out notes con-
tributed to the base of the 
song as shorter, lower notes 
tiptoed above. 

This song was one of sev-
en performed by the duo this 
past Sunday in the Timken 
Room. The performance was 
the Senior Recital for the two 
french horn players.

Stewart said, “I’ve been 
playing since the fifth grade. 
Since I’m about to leave An-
dover, I thought this would be 
a good way to showcase some 
of the stuff that I’ve been 

working on since I spend so 
much time playing horn.”

Ringel, meanwhile, enjoys 
the the closeness that comes 
from performing for a small 
group of people. 

“It’s always been interest-
ing to perform, not at one of 
those larger events, but some-
where more intimate,” he 
said. 

Audience member Camer-
on Kang ’21 commented on 
the unique nature of the per-
formance. 

“It was interesting to see 
them both plays solos but 
also play together because 
I don’t think that I’ve ever 
seen a french horn duet. So I 
thought that was interesting 
and not something you really 
see often.”

Stewart and Ringel’s de-
cision to perform together 
stemmed from both practical 

and personal reasons. 
“French horn is an instru-

ment that you can’t really play 
for a very long time… it’s a re-
ally tiring instrument. Harri-
son and I have been playing 
together for the last three 
years, and we really bonded 
over our french horn play-
ing, so we just thought that it 
would be a fun thing to do to-
gether as Seniors,” said Stew-
art.

Ringel added, “I decided to 
perform with Zora because 
we played together for three 
years, she’s become a big part 
of my horn family. We’re real-
ly good friends. I also didn’t 
really want to learn that much 
repertoire by myself, so it was 
nice being able to learn it 
with her.”

Ringel also expressed ap-
preciation for the opportuni-
ty to perform with Stewart. 

“In any performance, you 
get to know a lot about some-
one, and really reading them. 
Kind of ‘vibing’ with them 

and being on the same wave-
length. So that was really 
fun,” said Ringel.DANIELA VELASQUEZ

Zora Stewart ’19 and Harrison Ringel ’19 Join Forces in French Horn Senior Recital 

Standing tall under the 
warm spotlights, Sam Wright 
’19 invited eight fellow singers 
onto the stage from the audi-
ence during his Senior Recital 
to perform “Music When Soft 
Voices Die,” a piece that he 
had composed himself. The 
high notes soared over the 
gravelly lows, and the piece 
ended with a standing ova-
tion.

This past Wednesday af-
ternoon in the Timken Room, 
Wright sung a total of thirteen 
songs, split by an intermission 
in the middle of the perfor-
mance for his Senior Recital. 
The first half comprised of 
mainly classical music, while 
the second half consisted of 
musical theater pieces that 
Wright had more control in 
choosing and arranging.

“I like musical theater 
more because I think old clas-
sical music is kind of repeti-
tive, so it’s harder to make it 
interesting. As a performer 
and as a listener it’s harder 
to be interested I think. You 
have to be in the mood I feel 
like to listen to a piece of clas-
sical music. I think musical 
theater tells its own story, 
so you don’t have to work as 
hard to make it interesting,” 
said Wright.

In addition to his solo sing-
ing, Wright also sang piec-
es that involved many of his 
peers. Notably, he performed 
the piece “First Date/Last 
Night” with Chloe Webster 
’20, a duet from the musi-
cal ‘Dogfight,’ along with his 
original composition. 

“Well, I compose on the 
side, and because the Senior 
Recital isn’t so rigidly struc-
tured, I figured it would be a 
good place to showcase that as 

well. I got a group of friends 
who I trusted to learn the part 
and put it out…. I think expe-
rience-wise it made it more 
fun, not only for the audi-
ence, but for me as well,” said 
Wright.

According to Adaeze Izu-
egbunam ’20, a member of the 
audience and chorus for “Mu-
sic When Soft Voices Die,” the 
inclusion of pieces involving 
others made the overall expe-
rience much more enjoyable.

“I think even just getting to 
be in it was really fun. Techni-
cally I wasn’t supposed to be 
in it. He had asked someone 
else to do it and they weren’t 
able to come because of the 
musical, so one, I got to be 
in it, but two, I got to see my 
friend snap. It was really cool 
to see him sing pieces that he 
had been working on, but also 
present pieces that he had 
composed and arranged, and 
I think that in particular was 
exciting,” said Izuegbunam.

When asked about working 
with Wright, Izuegbunam re-
sponded that it was great get-
ting to work alongside him in 
something that he had been 
passionate about. She also 
mentioned that getting to sing 
with him pushed her to be a 
better musician herself.

“He’s just a really fun guy. 
I feel like that’s basic, but it’s 
true. It’s really fun, especially 
because we both sing tenor, 
so not only am I in all these 
groups with him, but I also 
sing the same part. I think 
another part of it is that he’s 
helped me improve so much, 
he’s such a good musician and 
I think definitely working 
with someone of his charac-
ter inspires me to work even 
harder,” said Izuegbunam.

ALEX PARK

Sam Wright ’19 Embraces 
Personal Expression and 

Friendships in
Senior Solo Recital

Sam Wright ’19 performed a total of thirteen pieces for his Senior Solo Recit-
al, some of which featured original songs and arrangements.
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Zora Stewart ’19 and Harrison Ringel ’19 initially bonded over their mutual 
love for playing the French horn. After three years of playing together, they 
decided to host a joint Senior Recital.

A.BHAT/THE PHILLIPIAN

With emotional and evoca-
tive words strung together to 
create the poem “Alabanza: 
Praise of Local 100,” Martín 
Espada acknowledged the 
unrecognized workers of the 
9/11 terrorist attacks in 2001. 
With phrases such as “Praise 
the bus boy’s music, the 
chime-chime of his dishes,” 
Espada commemorated their 
deaths.

 “[I wrote this poem] for 
the 43 hotel employees and 
restaurant employees...work-
ing at the Windows on the 
World restaurant who lost 
their lives in the attack on the 
World Trade Center,” said Es-
pada. 

Espada’s poetry reading 
was held this past Friday in 
Kemper Auditorium. Espada, 
a Boston based poet, writes 
poetry that revolves around 
current global issues. His po-
etry is directed toward young-
er audiences, who he believes 
will be the generation to 
change the world. 

“I’m speaking to the gener-
ation that is going to fix this 
mess, if this gets fixed. You 
know, we hear all the time 
that dictatorships die, so do 
democracies. We hear all the 
time that empires die, this 
empire can die too. If we keep, 
as a people, deteriorating po-
litically, the way we have, if 
we allow this wave to wash 
over us, then we will drown,” 
said Espada.

Espada draws inspiration 
from both the world around 
him and his own life. A com-
mon theme seen in his po-
etry is how he tells the story 
of those who can no longer 
share their own, such as in his 

poem, “Letter to My Father.” 
Espada wrote the poem two 
years ago in October to share 
his father’s story following his 
2014 death. 

“[In ‘Letter to My Father,’] 
I refer to the songs that are 
never silent. I’m still talking 
to my father, even though he 
died five years ago,” said Es-
pada.

Audience member Gayatri 
Rajan ’22 felt strong emotion 
conveyed in “Letter to My Fa-
ther” when reading it in class, 
but according to her, hearing 
Espada recite the poem him-
self was an entirely different 
experience.

“My favorite poem was 
probably ‘Letter to My Father.’ 
We analyzed [it] in class but I 
got a different [perspective] 
on it when he read it. It was 
different than how I read it in 

my head. It was really inter-
esting to see how he concep-
tualized his poems because 
he was the one who wrote it,” 
said Rajan. 

With his poetry, Espada 
raises the issue of what will 
happen if certain stories re-
main unspoken. According to 
Espada, he ultimately wanted 
the audience to digest his po-
ems and be inspired to stand 
up for what they believe in.

“What I’ve been trying 
to get across tonight is that, 
in the narrowest sense, we 
have to take action and we 
have to become activists. In 
the broadest sense, we have 
to remember what it’s like 
to be fully human. We have 
to remember what it’s like 
to embrace other human be-
ings whether they are like us 
whether they are different 

NOEMI ELLIOTT &
JANE PARK

Martin Espada Promotes 
Activism and Empowerment in his Poetry

A poet from the Boston area, Martin Espada incorporates many of his 
childhood experiences amd subsequent political passions into his poetry.

M.LEVY/THE PHILLIPIAN
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Beginning with several 
bouncing notes, Mona Suzu-
ki ’19 moved her bow swiftly 
across her violin during her 
final piece. Accompanied by 
a pianist, the song reached its 
climax when the notes came 
to a halting stop; finally, with 
a series of fast paced notes, 
Suzuki finished her rendition 
with two strong finishing bow 
strokes. 

“My favorite part [of the 
recital] was probably after I 
played it. Just getting the ap-
plause and people telling me 
that they were proud of me 
was great. I’d really wanted to 
them to get to hear me play be-
cause I had practiced so much 
and did the best I could, so re-
ceiving that support meant a 
lot to me. It’s just really nice 
when people hear you and 
you’re able to put your efforts 
out there,” said Suzuki.

Last Sunday afternoon in 
the Timken Room, Suzuki per-
formed her Senior Recital. She 
played all three movements of 
“Suite Italienne” by Stravin-
sky, the Tomaso Antonio Vi-
tali’s “Chaconne,” and ended 
with the “Danse Espagnole” 
by Manuel de Falla. According 
to Suzuki, she saw the recital 
as an opportunity to showcase 
the improvement she made 
over her time at Andover.

Suzuki said, “I’ve improved 
a lot since I’ve arrived here in 
terms of technique and musi-
cality. Because I was fourteen 
when I arrived, I didn’t know 
how to play the way I do now. 
But preparing for recitals and 
performances all throughout 
the years, I’ve really seen my 
playing and technique im-

prove, and I think I showcased 
that.”

Another key reason why Su-
zuki chose to perform was to 
show how her musical career 
has changed and improved to 
her closest confidants. Her 
school friends, as well as her 
family, came to her recital to 
support her.

“I [wanted to have a Senior 
Recital] because I just wanted 
to conclude my musical career 
here. Obviously, I had already 
done my Senior Concerto, but 
I wanted to do something in 
the spring because I still want-
ed to get to play and have peo-
ple listen to me, so I planned 
one out. It was nice getting 
to have the people that I care 
about—my friends and fami-
ly—come and hear me play,” 

said Suzuki.
William Duan ’19, an au-

dience member, friend, and 
fellow musician to Suzuki be-
lieves that Senior Recitals pro-
vide opportunity for players to 
be praised for their work. At 
the same time, he also thinks 
that they are good ways for 
musicians to pay back those 
who have supported them.

“[Senior Recitals] provide 
seniors an opportunity to feel 
appreciated for their craft—by 
their friends, their families, by 
their teachers, by the entire 
school really. But it’s also for 
the seniors too, a way for them 
to repay Andover for their 
wonderful four years that they 
are here and play music for,” 
said Duan.

NATALIE CHEN

Mona Suzuki ’19 Takes Advantage of Senior Recital 
to Showcase for Friends and Family

Cinematography:

The cinematography is also a factor that led me 
to click on this Netflix-released film. Soder-
bergh continues to push the boundaries of 
conventional film by shooting the whole mov-
ie on an iPhone. This created not only more 
intimate connection between the characters 
and the audience but it also gave Soderbergh 
the ability to get certain shots that he would 
have been able to shoot with a usual big cine-
matic movie camera. Not to mention, it’s just 
really cool.

Ria’s 
Flick 
Picks

“High Flying Bird” 

Summary:

Set in the middle of a basketball lockout, sports 
agent Ray Burke (Andre Holland) spearheads a 
new business opportunity that would change 
sports entertainment as we know it. Accompa-
nied by his client and rookie basketball player 
(Melvin Gregg) the two battle through trials of 
race, wealth, and the business behind profes-
sional sports to rise to the top.

Writing/Directing: 

Ever since “Logan Lucky” (2017), Steven 
Soderbergh has been one of the go-to names 
when I think about a filmmaker’s ingenuity. No 
matter how mundane the focus or setting of 
the plot might seem, the stories and dialogues 
that he creates for characters are unique in 
their complexity and quirkiness.
As the movie was written by Tarell Alvin 
McCraney and directed by Soderbergh I was 
excited for a new narrative of a common genre 
surrounding sports. And “High Flying Bird” 
did just that. The story brings you to the un-
derbelly of the basketball industry giving the 
viewer the inside scoop on how black players 
and women in the industry interact with the mon-
ey-driven, power hungry, predominantly white 
businessmen who run the sports industry. It 
opens up a very complex and unknown world 
to even the most removed people from sports.

Soderbergh doesn’t seem to be finished bringing new 
and creative ideas to the forefront of Hollywood.

Rating: 8/10

Hey,  my name is Ria Vieira.  In the upcoming weeks I’m going to be 
expressing my love for movies by reviewing some great or not-so-
great films.  If you want to discuss a movie or this column with me, 

please contact me at rvieira@andover.edu!
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The piano began with a re-
peating pattern of short, alter-
nating notes in minor before 
Lance Freiman ’19 joined in on 
violin with a series of drawn-
out, high-pitched notes, filled 
with vibrato. This served as the 
opening to “Violin Concerto in 
D minor, Op. 47, I. Allegro” by 
Jean Sibelius. 

“[The Sibelius concerto] 
was something that I’d actually 
been working on, on and off, for 
about a year and a half. I worked 
on it a lot at my time at Andover. 
It just meant a lot to me to per-
form it because so many people 
at Andover had helped me with 
that piece… I just think it’s one 
of the most beautiful pieces of 
classical music that I’ve ever 
heard,” said Freiman.

Along with the piece by Si-
belius, Frieman also showcased 
Vitali’s “Chaconne in G minor” 
and a Beethoven sonata at his 
senior violin recital last Friday 
night at the Timken Room in 
Graves Hall. Freiman was ac-
companied on the piano by Re-
becca Plummer, Instructor in 
Music. According to Frieman, 
he chose pieces that he enjoyed 
but was also challenged by. 

“The second piece that I 
played, the Vitali Chaconne, 

was a piece that I learned a few 
years ago. It wasn’t technical-
ly very difficult, but it just had 
a melody that I really liked. 
And then the first piece that I 
played, the Beethoven sonata, 
was probably the most techni-
cally challenging piece on the 
list, at least for me. That was 
actually the first time I’d ever 
performed it,” said Freiman.

Though Freiman left Ando-
ver’s orchestra groups over a 
year and half ago due to other 
commitments such as varsity 
swim, he has continued to prac-
tice music on a regular basis. He 
recently worked on the Sibelius 
concerto during a workshop a 
few weeks ago with a violinist 
from Italy, according to Angel-
reana Choi ’19, a friend of Frei-
man’s. The piece began with 
a long drawn out note that in-
creased intensity and gained vi-
brato before transitioning into 
the main melody. 

“I think the main melodies 
are very simple, but they’re very 
technically challenging at the 
same time. I feel like sometimes 
the simplest tunes can be the 
hardest to play. I… understand 
how difficult it is to really bring 
that beauty out and project that 
beauty to an audience,” said 
Choi. 

Additionally, Freiman’s recit-
al was live-streamed on Face-
book Live, which allowed his 

former violin teacher in Mich-
igan to watch along. According 
to Freiman, this was significant 
because she has been an im-
portant figure in his life since 
he started playing violin.

“That means a lot, because 
she was the teacher whom I’ve 
had since I was six years old. 
Although she doesn’t teach me 
while I’m at Andover, every 
time I go back on break, she’s 
there. I have lessons with her a 
lot. She’s my teacher, but she’s a 
very meaningful mentor to me 
in my life. It meant a lot that she 
was able to watch my perfor-
mance live,” said Freiman.

Riku Tanaka ’20, one of Frei-
man’s teammates on Andover 
Boys Swimming, noted that 
Freiman was particularly ad-
ept at channeling his strength 
and passion into his pieces; at 
the same time, however, he was 
able to keep everything in con-
trol.

“I think one particular thing 
that Lance has that many oth-
ers that probably have less of 
is definitely that energy that he 
outputs through his playing. He 
plucks the strings really strong-
ly, but on the other hand, he re-
ally knows how to control the 
volume. That contrast and that 
dynamic is his strength, and I 
really appreciated that,” said 
Tanaka.

JERRY SHU

Lance Freiman ’19 Showcases 
Violin Favorites in Final Return to the 

Performance Stage

Though Lance Freiman ’19 is not currently in a part of Andover’s orchestra groups, music is stil a large part of his 
life. 
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Mona Suzuki ’19 wanted her Senior Recital to not only be a culmination of 
her musical career at Andover, but also an opportunity for her to show her 
improvement and passion to her friends and family.

D.ZHU/THE PHILLIPIAN
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Regardless of her outfit, Rosati 
always has on the same four piec-
es of gold jewelry: two bracelets, 
hoop earrings, and a necklace. 
According to Rosati, the jewelry 
was given to her by various mem-
bers of her family. 

“My look changes from day to 
day, but I always wear the same 
jewelry. That’s the only part that’s 
the same from my look each day… 
They go with everything, so I 
can dress them up, or I can dress 
them down,” said Rosati. 

According to Rosati, her style 
revolves around the ‘less is more’ 
mantra. She gravitates towards 
more feminine articles of cloth-

ing, such as dresses and skirts. 
“Rather than what’s trending 

right now, which is a lot of street 
style wear, which I do try to ex-
plore, but in general, I go for a 
more feminine style… with the 
classic blouses and dresses. I love 
wearing dresses and skirts, and 
in the winter, I’ll wear them with 
tights,” said Rosati. 

Rosati describes her own style 
as “chic,” and she views fashion 
as a way to boost her confidence. 
Even when going to school, Ro-
sati tends to dress up, wearing 
dresses, sandals, and jewelry on a 
daily basis. 

“The main part of my style is I 
dress up rather than down. I re-
ally enjoy dressing up. I feel like 
I do my work better, I feel better 
about myself. It’s sort of the key 

to my confidence. Even if I do 
dress casual, I always try to look 
put-together,” said Rosati. 

Rosati’s fashion inspirations 
include classic icons such as Au-
drey Hepburn and Jane Birkin, 
as well as more recent celebrities, 
such as Hailey Bieber. Rosati cites 
authenticity and consistency as 
main factors of their style that 
she tries to emulate. 

“Their styles are authentic to 
them. I really like when people 
have consistency in their style 
so even if they’re experimenting 
and go with different trends with 
other styles, it always looks au-
thentically them,” said Rosati. 

To embellish her look, Rosa-
ti uses statement pieces. Along 
with her jewelry, Rosati varies 
her style between different shoes 
and coats. 

“With shoes, I have this pair 
of mules with cheetah print. My 
pink Adidas that are mesh knit 
material are fun to accessorize 
with. White sneakers are always 
classic, [and] I really love boots 
for springtime,” said Rosati. 

Whether she is on campus or 
travelling, Rosati enjoys taking 
inspiration from observing oth-
ers. 

“If I’m traveling or if I’m just 
around, I’ll get a lot of inspira-
tion from what I see what other 
people wear… There’s so much 
different fashion and so many 
different styles at Andover. I love 
seeing what other people wear. I 
definitely observe and take note 
of that as much as I can,” said Ro-
sati. 

Look of the Week: 
Sveva Rosati ’19 Styles “Chic” Feminine Looks

IRENE KWON

D.OWYANG/THE PHILLIPIAN
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Sveva Rosati ’19’s fashion influences range from classic icons such as 
Audrey Hepburn and Jane Birkin to more modern models such as Hailey 
Bieber. 

A.PHILLIPS/THE PHILLIPIAN

Dancing in unison on the stage 
of Kemper auditorium, K-Pop 
Club’s performance was just one 
of many weekend activities taking 
place during the annual CelebrA-
sian event. Hosted by the Asian 
Society, the CelebrAsian Food Ba-
zaar and Talent Show took place 
last Saturday afternoon in the Un-
derwood Room, completing the 
night in Kemper Auditorium. 

Natalie Shen ’20, one of the co-
heads of Asian Society, hoped that 
this year’s CelebrAsian weekend 
would provide other students on 
campus with the opportunity to 
learn more about Asian cultures. 
Shen was also proud of the work 
she and the other members of 
the club put into organizing the 
events.

“I feel like it’s a weekend to ba-
sically celebrate and empower all 
of the Asian kids on our campus 
as well as share a little bit of us 
in a way that’s authentic and not 
borrowed. So I think hopefully 
it’s fun, we’re not trying to force 
people to do anything but I think 
it just shows a lot of our passion,” 
said Shen.

Shen continued, “I think seeing 
everything come together [was 
my favorite part], because we have 
this image of what’s going to hap-
pen...It’s just a lot of scrambling to 
get everything done. We just pray 
that everything works out.”

For William Yu, Teaching Fel-
low in Physics and Asian Society 
Faculty Advisor, CelebrAsian was 
a fun way to celebrate and recog-
nize different Asian cultures and 
cuisines; however, he also noted 
the need for more opportuni-
ties to celebrate Asian and Asian 
American identity on campus. 

“It makes a little bit sad that 
it’s just a one set time to celebrate 
Asian and Asian American identi-
ty. I think it’s something that is in-
credibly important to have pride 
in your own heritage, pride in your 
identity...Although I would want it 
to be more often and not just a sin-
gle event in the year in the spring, 

I think it’s a great time just to ap-
preciate all of our respected back-
grounds, share some things that 
we’re very proud of, mainly our 
food and later our talent,” said Yu.

The Food Bazaar gave students 
had the opportunity to showcase 
their country’s authentic cuisine. 
From Korean Bulgogi to Pad Thai 
to dumplings, the bazaar repre-
sented food from many different 
Asian countries. Brian Ko ’19 en-
joyed the event because he had 
the opportunity to eat traditional 
Asian food not usually served in 
Paresky Commons.

“I came here today mainly 
because I like supporting these 
groups of people. This isn’t some-
thing that happens very often, like 
we don’t see a lot of Asian food in 
Commons. So I think being able to 
come out here and support Asian 
people and being able to have this 
big gathering of Asian cultures, es-
pecially the food, is such a big deal 
for this community,” said Ko.

The evening concluded with a 
student talent show featuring solo 
performers along with groups 
such as Footsteps, an Asian dance 
group on campus. The talent 
show included a wide variety of 
performances ranging from Japa-
nese dance to singing and playing 
guitar.

Hannah Chen ’20 said, “I think 
it helped also seeing like people go 
on before me and seeing the audi-
ence react to them. It was just re-
ally supportive and then I was just 
really excited.”

Minji Shin ’20 performed 
Hwasa and Loco’s “Don’t,” a Ko-
rean R&B song, with Kaitlin Lim 
’20 rapping. 

Shin said, “I was nervous, but 
then the atmosphere that [the au-
dience] fostered was family-like, 
and it was more friendly than 
strict, talent-show vibes. I think I 
enjoyed the time on stage.”

She continued, “I think Cel-
ebrAsian is important because…
this is an event in a year that you 
can really celebrate and shows 
our Asian identity to the rest of 
the school.” 

Editor’s Note: Kaitlin Lim ’20 is 
an Arts Editor for The Phillipian. 

JANE PARK &
SHIRA WOLPOWITZ

CelebrAsian 
Food Bazaar and Talent Show 

Celebrates Asian Identity

Pictured above, Arno Min ’19 amd Natalie Shen ’20 performed BTS’ “Fire” 
during the CelebrAsian talent show. 
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According to Sveva Rosati ’19, her gold bracelets are part of her outfit 
every day, along with her gold earrings and necklace.
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CAPTAIN PIZZA
Mediterranean Foods

978-975-1230

733 Turnpike St.
North Andover

Any sandwich, chips, and 
A 12 ounce soda for

$8.95

$18.99 FOR 2 PIZZAS
Special:

The Phillipian 
is hosting a website launch 

party in the Newsroom 
tonight, May 3. 

Come visit for music, 
snacks, and fun!
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