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Tsk tsk Softball
Softball perseveres through multiple 
injuries early in the season.

the heart is a weak thing 

Eighth Page forgets to turn in their 
1x1. Again. 

Arts, B8

Harlem: in Situ

New Addison Exhibit explores per-
spectives of Harlem.

Joe Biden, Don’t Run for 
President. 
Jonathan Fu ’21 discusses his reser-
vations about presidential hopeful 
Joe Biden. 

Rise Against Hunger Group Packs 
35,000 Meals for 150,000 People

Hundreds of students, facul-
ty, and local community mem-
bers gathered around tables 
throughout the Case Memorial 
Cage pouring rice, dried vege-
tables, vitamins, and soy into 
plastic bags. As they packed, 
student runners grabbed the 
packaged bags and placed them 
into boxes. For every 1,000 
meals packed, someone sound-
ed a gong. 

In collaboration with an 
Abbot Academy Grant and the 
non-profit organization Aar-
on’s Presents, Andover’s Food 
Matters club held its third an-
nual Rise Against Hunger ini-

tiative on Sunday. Over 200 
Andover students and local 
community members worked 
together to package 35,000 
meals—10,000 more than last 
year, and enough to feed over 
150,000 people in a country in 
need. In the past, meals have 
gone to people in Turkey and 
the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo.

Rise Against Hunger is an 
international hunger relief or-
ganization that works to fulfill 
the United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goal #2, which 
is to mobilize the necessary re-
sources to end hunger by 2030. 
In addition to developing sus-
tainable solutions for hunger, 
the organization provides im-

mediate nutrition for those in 
need by nourishing lives, em-
powering communities, and 
responding to emergencies, ac-
cording to its website.

Mangai Sundaram ’19 has 
helped organize the Rise 
Against Hunger initiative at 
Andover since her Lower year.

“I’m really passionate about 
hunger and malnutrition. I 
thought this event was the per-
fect way to mix both of them. 
We would get people together 
who are also helping and work-
ing towards solving this prob-
lem,” said Sundaram. 

SOPHIA HLAVATY

Continued on A7, Column 1

Even in the 21st century, the 
presence of traditional gen-
der-normative roles continue 
to persist, according to Sarah 
Stack ’19. In her Brace Fellow 
Presentation on Saturday, Stack 
aimed to challenge the discrim-
ination against girls and women 
that remains prevalent in pre-
dominantly male sports such as 
wrestling. 

“When I think about what 
makes a good wrestler, there’s 
a couple traits that stand out: 
someone who’s strong both 
mentally and physically, some-
one who is agile and quick, 
someone who is not afraid of 
physicality and is aggressive, 
and someone who is strategic 
and determined. And it happens 
that these traits are pretty syn-
onymous with the traits of the 
gender category masculine,” 
said Stack.

The Brace Student Fellow 
program is an academic oppor-

tunity that allows Andover stu-
dents to explore issues related 
to gender studies, especially in 
the context of cultural and racial 
identity, according to the Ando-
ver website. Selected students 
conduct independent research 
over the summer and present 
their research during the course 
of the school year. 

Titled “Grappling with Gen-
der: The History and Future of 
Women’s Wrestling,” Stack’s 
research project aimed to ad-
dress the social and cultur-
al gender constructs around 
sports. Stack’s presentation 
posed questions such as “Why 
do sports where sex makes lit-
tle difference continue to be 
sex-segregated?” and “Is sex 
the most important factor in de-
termining athletic ability in all 
sports?” 

In an interview with The 
Phillipian, Stack mentioned that 
her connection to wrestling ini-
tially stemmed partly from her 
aggressive nature and frequent 
sibling fights as a child. These 

playful fights later nurtured a 
passion for wrestling—some-
thing that shocked many people. 

“When I would tell people 
that I wrestled, I was often met 
with surprise. People would be 
like ‘You wrestle?’ and then I 
would be like ‘yeah.’ And then 
when they found out I wrestled 
on a co-ed team, they’d often be 
more startled. And oftentimes, 
a lot more questions followed—
questions like: Isn’t that unsafe? 
Isn’t that inappropriate?…These 
were the kinds of questions that 
led me to embark on this proj-
ect, because I wanted to under-
stand why did a girl wrestling 
feel like a statement?” said Stack 
in an interview with The Phillip-
ian.

Stack’s presentation em-
phasized that while female 
participation in wrestling has 
skyrocketed in the past few 
years, women wrestlers battle a 

Wrestling with Gender: Brace Fellow 
Sarah Stack ’19 Sheds Light on

 Gender Discrimination in Wrestling

SARAH  WANG

Continued on A4, Column 3

Carissa Yip ’21 Places Eighth,
 Wins 4,000 Dollars at U.S. Women’s Championship for Chess

Currently ranked the num-
ber one female chess play-
er under the age of 16 in the 
Americas, Carissa Yip ’21, a 
Women’s International Mas-
ter in chess, placed eighth out 
of twelve players at the U.S. 
Women’s Championship in 
Saint Louis, Missouri on April 
1.

The round-robin tour-
nament, which lasted from 
March 18 to April 1, featured 
the top 12 strongest female 

chess players in the country, 
regardless of age. 

Over the course of eleven 
rounds, participants competed 
for a total of 100,000 dollars 
in prize money and qualifica-
tion into the Women’s World 
Championship cycle.

Yip placed 8th with four 
wins and a tie, earning her a 
prize of 4,000 dollars. 

Yip said, “There were ac-
tually a lot [of kids] this year. 
There were seven teenagers, 
and I was the youngest one 
there. Usually at this tourna-
ment, U.S. Chess Champion-

ships, there are only three or 
four teenagers. But American 
chess is growing, so the young-
sters are pretty good now.”

Ever since she learned how 
to play chess from her father 
at the age of six, Yip has been 
quickly advancing her talent. 
At age nine, she became the 
youngest ever to claim the title 
of Expert. A few days before 
her 11th birthday, when she 
beat Grandmaster Alexander 
Ivanov in the New England 
Open, she became the young-
est female player to beat a 
Grandmaster. She is currently 

the fifth best female player un-
der the age of 16 in the world, 
according to World Chess Fed-
eration.

“At my elementary school, 
when I was in first grade, 
there was a chess club there, 
so that’s where I first really 
got into it. I was pretty good, 
and I beat a lot of people, and I 
really liked winning, so I kept 
playing,” said Yip.

One round of chess can 
last hours long. Yip said, “It 
kind of depends on how fast 
you beat someone. So a real-
ly short chess game would be 

two hours. On average, they’re 
on average four to five hours, 
but they can go longer and past 
six hours.”

Just prior to the U.S. Cham-
pionship, Yip joined four oth-
er women to represent Team 
USA at the FIDE World Team 
Championship. The champi-
onship is held once every two 
years, and this year, it took 
place from March 4 to March 
14 in Astana, Kazakhstan. 

SOPHIA HLAVATY

Continued on A4, Column 1

A former Deputy Execu-
tive Editor of “The New York 
Times,” Susan Chira ’76 has 
devoted her professional life 
to journalism for the past 38 
years. Chira, who has won five 
Pulitzer prizes with various re-
porting teams, spoke about the 
key moments of her career and 
future plans on Friday, April 
5, in the Mural Room. Chira’s 
visit was part of the Elizabeth 
Stuart Phelps Author Series, 
a series sponsored by an Ab-
bot grant that features women 
who identify themselves as au-
thors and organized by Saffron 
Agrawal ’21. 

Chira primarily worked in 
the international section of 
“The New York Times,” ulti-
mately becoming a Deputy Ed-
itor of the international desk 
and Editor of “The Sunday 
Review,” the opinion section 
of “The New York Times.” Ac-
cording to Chira, this time pe-
riod allowed her to report and 
edit major world events that 
were meaningful to her.

Chira said, “I became the 
International Section Editor in 
2004, which lasted until 2011. 
Such tenure allowed me to run 

coverage of the wars in Iraq 
and Afghanistan. There was 
also the nuclear meltdown in 
Fukushima, and all of that was 
just such an incredible time for 
international news.”

Chira was part of the first 
class of women who were ad-
mitted to Andover; however, 
her interest in journalism did 
not surface until her college 
years at Harvard University, 
where she became President 
of the “Harvard Crimson” and 
decided to pursue a career in 
journalism.

Chira said in her talk, 
“When I was attending Har-
vard, a former friend from An-
dover had recommended me to 
try out the ‘Harvard Crimson.’ 
Though it was a huge time 
commitment and lots of work, 
I just fell for it and loved the 
reporting. I was still not sure 
whether I wanted to go pro-
fessionally or not, because I 
still interested in academics 
and theatre. But I began to feel 
that it would be more urgent 
for me, in this rapidly changing 
contemporary world, to go into 
journalism.”

Journalist Susan Chira ’76 
Discusses Career at “The New 

York Times,” Future at 
“The Marshall Project”

AARON CHUNG
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Rainbow-colored flags adorn the columns of Samuel Phillips Hall for Gender and Sexuality Alliance (G.S.A.) Weekend. Activities this coming weekend include a keynote event and workshops in 
Kemper Auditorium and a celebratory dinner in the Title IX Room in the Snyder Athletic Center. 
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Susan Chira ’76 was the International Section Editor for “The New York 
Times” for seven years. 
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G.S.A. WEEKEND

The Gender and Sexuality Alliance (G.S.A.) 
Celebrates 30th Anniversary
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TO MANY, THE 
Internet may seem like 
one of the banes of the 

modern generation. Although I 
do agree to a certain extent that 
it may be distracting at times, 
the web has been tremendously 
beneficial to me as an alter-
nate method of communication. 
Over the last few years, I’ve dis-
covered that the Internet is so 
much more than just a place to 
watch YouTube or to play video 
games. For many who are strug-
gling with mental illnesses, it 
can be their only method to dis-
cuss these problems with others. 
And although talking about this 
openly has taken some time, I do 
think that online communica-
tion has helped me recover fast-
er from the issues that I’ve faced.

The problem with things like 
anxiety and depression is that 
they are self-contained and lead 
to a vicious cycle. Opening up 
about one’s problems is effective, 
but those who are dealing with 
these problems may not have 
people they trust on that personal 
a level. This is extremely prob-
lematic, given that those with 
mental illnesses are more likely 

to be solitary and introverted, 
meaning that they aren’t as likely 
to have the close friends they 
need for support. After all, to talk 
about these things means to ex-
pose one’s deepest insecurities; to 
let others know about your most 
nuanced and personal feelings. 
In a new environment, this can 
be challenging at best; after all, it 
takes time to forge friendships. In 
any case, the added vulnerability 
that comes with talking to others 
about sensitive subjects in real life 
makes it a daunting prospect.

So for me, being able to com-
municate to others behind a veil 

of anonymity became my protec-
tion mechanism. When I talked 
to others online, I was able to 
receive the support and reassur-
ance I needed, while avoiding 
the judgment, however subtle, 
that often comes with it. Take, 
for example, counselors in my old 
school. Although anyone could 
come to them to talk about any-
thing, those counselors were of-
ten quick to notify the parents. 
Naturally, for non-confronta-
tional students that wanted any-
thing but to have an argument 
with their parent, this was a ter-
rible choice. And although Sykes 

counselors are certainly much 
more understanding, to a certain 
degree some may be still tempted 
not to talk to them for fear of be-
ing forced to take a med-leave or 
to step down from a leadership 
role. This often causes students to 
become alienated from their own 
community and makes them turn 
to other resorts for help.

In my own way, I’ve also been 
able to help others. Whether it 
be a less social friend who was 
reluctant to talk about their ex-
periences in person but opened 
up online, or people whom I’ve 
never met in real life before talk-

ing about their experiences, I’ve 
been supportive and tried to offer 
advice best as I can. And although 
going into detail about such ex-
periences would be an affront 
to their personal privacy, in my 
time I have consoled and talked 
to a myriad of people, ranging 
from those who had lived down 
the street from the Christchurch 
Shooting to those who had been a 
victim of both physical and sexual 
abuse as a child. Attempting to 
comfort them, in many instances 
I often immediately gave them 
my advice on what I would do 
had I been them. In talking with 
a particular individual over the 
phone, however, I’ve learned that 
the most comforting method is 
often just to listen to their stories. 
Sometimes, all people need is just 
to talk about their troubles with 
someone else.

Having talked with many of 
these people online, I don’t feel as 
if I’ve wasted my time talking to 
unknown strangers on the inter-
net, and think back about them 
periodically to check-up. At An-
dover, we are all lucky enough to 
have a counseling team that truly 
cares about helping students, so 
turning to the internet naturally 
isn’t as common. However, for 
those who are less fortunate or 
are so inclined, turning to online 
chat forums such like Discord 
may be one of their sole places 
of solace. Before we continue to 
harp on the myriad of threats the 
internet poses, let’s pause and 
consider some of its benefits.

Musing About the Internet

It’s Complicated

NEIL SHEN
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Neil Shen is a Junior from 
Vancouver, Canada. Contact 
the author at nshen22@ando-
ver.edu.
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How many Andover-critical 
editorials are too many 
Andover-critical editorials?

At Andover, we’re 
surrounded by opportunities, 
privileges, and hardships 
that we largely might not be 
exposed in other educational 
settings. In the newsroom, 
however, we’ve found 
ourselves facing a conflict—
how, when we have just one 
opportunity per week to 
publish our collective opinions, 
should we adequately balance 
gratitude and giving voice to 
the hardships we experience?

Expressions of gratitude 
feel particularly relevant 
around this time of year, 
when members of a newly 
admitted class decide to 
#SayYesToAndover. The 
revisit days, which took 
place earlier in spring term, 
are a supposed opportunity 
for admitted students to 
experience the real Andover. 
But while revisit students 
do attend real classes and 
have conversations with real 
students, many hosts adjust 
their actions to portray 
Andover in a more positive 
light, often inadvertently. 
Smiling tour guides are better 
tour guides, we’re taught, 
and we should aim to keep in 
mind that “a comment or two 
about stress, for example, may 
leave the student feeling that 
students don’t enjoy being at 
Andover,” according to a list of 
guidelines sent to every spring 
visit host in an email. 

“A comment or two about 
stress,” however, should 
arguably be included in a 
‘realistic’ portrayal of the 
Andover experience. We will 

inevitably be stressed, and 
it’s not reasonable to assume 
that Andover students can and 
should only focus on gratitude 
as a means of ‘self-reflection,’ 
as we’re often encouraged to 
do (our year-long theme is, 
after all, gratitude). 

But as important as it is to 
remind ourselves of what we’re 
grateful for, it’s also equally as 
important to not feel guilt or 
shame when reckoning with 
what we could do without—
to validate our own struggles 
and concerns as we navigate 
Andover. Andover shouldn’t 
have to be portrayed as stress-
free, especially when potential 
students come along, because 
we have more genuine things 
to be proud of or grateful for. 

We’re grateful for 
embarrassingly late night 
(early morning?) conversations 
in the common rooms of our 
dorms, essay prompts that 
make us think a little too hard, 
lawning, pop-up a cappella 
performances, cookies under 
the cherry tree in the spring, 
memories from freshman year 
we’d rather forget, visits from 
inspiring alumni, Andover 
meme accounts, the view from 
the Sam Phil steps, Nestor 
making stir fry, and the dip in 
the stairs in Commons. We’re 
grateful for the Newsroom, 
for countless clubs, for the 
niche terminology that 
only ‘Andover’ kids will 
understand—310, H.O.S.D., 
4x5, E.B.I. (P.A.C.E.?), and for 
the space to find ourselves 
as individuals, even if it feels 
like we grew up too early 
sometimes. We’re grateful 
for the people, perhaps above 
all-- meaningful, laughter-

filled, emotional relationships 
built up by and in spite of 
adversity. And, finally, we’re 
grateful for the hard work 
of the individuals that make 
up what can sometimes feel 
like a removed and hazy 
‘administration.’

Ironically, we might even 
owe gratitude to Andover for 
our critique of Andover—by 
challenging students to better 
themselves, this place makes 
our dissents stronger and 
attention to flaws sharper. 
Because we are ‘learned’, we 
have the capability and the 
resources to question the 
institution in which we have 
learned. 

Ultimately, just about all 
of our stress can be turned 
into a criticism of ‘the 
administration.’ This criticism, 
however, does not mean that 
we are ungrateful for all the 
administration has done for 
us; rather, that we’re grappling 
with what it means to live 
the Andover experience and 
represent it—what it means to 
honestly express our gratitude 
in times of genuine need. 

This editorial is less of a 
clear-cut advocacy and more 
of a confused confessional—a 
mashup of opinions from 
individuals in the Newsroom 
who, on some angles of this 
issue, genuinely disagree 
with each other. Maybe that 
confusion speaks to why we’re 
writing this now, though—
maybe Andover is at its best 
when it gives us the space to 
disagree. 

This editorial represents the 
views of The Phillipian, vol. 
CXLII.

Editorial

See something you disagree with? Wish you 
could see a different opinion represented?

Respond to an article in this week’s
publication with your own:
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IF YOU GLANCED IN MY 
family’s pantry while I was 
growing up, you might have 

found sprouted amaranth cereal 
and dried apricots nestled next 
to bags of matcha tea. The freez-
er was stocked to the brim with 
every type of frozen fruit imag-
inable alongside chicken breasts 
and grass-fed beef—all organic, 
of course. We had hardly any 
sweets in the house aside from 
leftovers or whatever I would 
bake in my spare time (so believe 
me, I baked as much as I was al-
lowed to). As a result, every day 
at school I would fill myself to 
the brim with the graham crack-
ers served at snack and choco-
late pudding at lunch, and when 
I would go to a friends house I 
could have died happily at the 
sight of Danimals or dinosaur-
shaped chicken nuggets. 

When I lived at home, I had 
a well balanced diet that in-
cluded all of the prerequisite 
food groups, and even des-
sert, if you count the snacks 
I devoured while out of the 
house. However, when I en-
rolled at Andover and began 
my first few months of liv-
ing away from home, I found 
myself overwhelmed by the 
endless sugary snacks con-
tinuously available in Susie’s. 
I learned the Den’s baked-
goods schedule by heart al-
most immediately, to the 
point where monkey bread on 
Thursdays was something to 
look forward to. 

Soon, like most Juniors, 
my atrocious eating habits 
began to catch up to me and 

I started gaining weight and 
feeling lethargic all the time. I 
was lazier than ever and I felt 
like a car running on chocolate 
milk. However, because I had 
never learned moderation or 
that I did not have to immedi-
ately consume any junk food 
as soon as it was made avail-
able, I did not understand that 
I needed to eat healthy in or-
der to maximize my physical 
and mental operation. 

During the school year thus 
far, Paresky Commons has 
been furthering its push to-
wards healthier meal op-
tions. Examples of 
these efforts in-
clude serving 

quinoa, adding options to the 
salad bar, removing the ice-
cream machine, and adding in 
sweet potato pie as a dessert 
option. While I believe that it 
is absolutely vital for children 
and young adults to be nutri-
tiously conscious, I am also a 
strong proponent for provid-
ing healthy food alongside 
treats like ice cream and bread 
pudding. In essence, Andover 
must find a balance that makes 

us as students feel our best and 
perform our strongest physi-
cally and mentally. 

According to an article 
published on the US National 

Library of Medicine 
National Insti-
tutes of Health 

website, parents’ 
m i c r o m a n a g e -

ment, restriction, 
or pressure towards 
their children to eat 
in specific ways all 

have negative ef-
fects on chil-

dren’s food acceptance and 
can later lead to unhealthy eat-
ing and lifestyle habits. While 
the same article also acknowl-
edges that many of children’s 
nutritional habits stem from 
the example their parents set, 
informed parents can set that 
example while still allowing 
their children to develop eat-
ing habits that work best for 
them. A different article on 
the same website described an 
experiment conducted by the 
Department of Human Devel-
opment and Family Studies at 
Pennsylvania State Univer-
sity. The results detailed that 
restricting access to certain 
foods refocuses children onto 
those foods, increasing their 
desire to consume these foods. 
It proved that restricting chil-
dren’s access to these foods is 
not an effective mode of pro-
moting moderate consumption 
and will encourage their con-
sumption of these foods in the 
long run. Therefore, the best 
way to educate children and 
young adults on nutrition is to 
educate them and allow them 
to make informed choices 
regarding their meals while 
still providing them with the 
opportunity to indulge their 
sweet tooth when they feel 
the need. 

During my time at Ando-
ver, though I have learned 

a lot about nutrition and 
feeding myself with 

the fuel I need to 
perform my best, I 
am also still in the 
process of finding 

the balance in my life 
between nutrition and 

soul-food. I know that 
protein, carbohydrates, 

and vegetables are vital 
for performing as I should, 
but Thursdays are still my 
favorite day of the week.

TO MANY, JOE BIDEN, 
the friendly sidekick 
of ex-President Barack 

Obama, would make a tremen-
dous Democratic candidate for 
the upcoming 2020 election. 
Well-liked both in and out of 
office, with somewhat moder-
ate political leanings, Biden 
has already accumulated a 
solid support base, despite not 
even having announced his 
official campaign. Through-
out his years, both as a politi-
cian and as the Vice President, 
Biden has always seemed to 
be more sentimental than 
polished and eloquent—he is 
engaging, garrulous, and cer-
tainly expansive, all of which 
are signs pointing towards an 
even higher ceiling in politics. 
However, these traits have 
not only helped Biden secure 
a dedicated and loyal base of 
support, but they’ve also been 
harming him recently, thanks 
to modern political standards. 
I no longer believe that Biden 
should, and can, lead the Dem-
ocrats to both short-term and 
long-term political dominance. 

Earlier this year, Joe Biden 
spoke at the Munich Secu-
rity Conference. In an im-
passioned declaration, he 
stated, “We will be back, we 
will be back,” referring to 
the United States’ supposed 
regression during the era of 

the Trump Administration. 
He was ready to lead the 
Democrats out of America’s 
past and beyond President 
Trump’s stubborn political 
ways. However, immediately 
following his speech, Biden 
transformed into an entirely 
different version of himself 
as he navigated through vari-
ous questions—he held typed 
notes, answered questions 
succinctly and professionally, 
and became afraid of mak-
ing mistakes. This is not the 
Biden that appears capable to 
lead the Democrats in 2020.

I see the second blow to 
Biden’s 2020 presidential 
campaign—allegations of 
sexual harassment—as the 
final nail hammered into 
the coffin of Joe Biden’s po-
litical career. Lucy Flores, a 
former candidate for lieu-
tenant governor of Nevada, 
accused Biden of planting 
“a big slow kiss on the back 
of my head” at a cam-
paign rally nearly five 

years ago. Other women have 
since followed suit, testifying 
that Biden has touched them 
inappropriately and without 
consent. These expressions 
of supposed encouragement 
and affection were deemed as 
creepy. Of course, Joe Biden 

is a 76-year-old high-pro-
file white male, and these 
allegations are coming at a 
peak height of the #MeToo 
movement, all but worsen-
ing Biden’s presidential situ-
ation. 

Many have defended Biden, 
citing the inopportune time 
of Ms. Flores’s testimony and 
how those actions may have 
been exaggerated. One actor, 
Alyssa Milano, even went as 
far as to say that, “I respect 
Lucy Flores’ decision to 
share her story and agree 
with Biden that we all 
must pay attention to it. 
But, just as we must 

believe women that decide to 
come forward, we cannot as-
sume all women’s experienc-
es are the same. I believe that 
Joe Biden’s intent has never 
been to make anyone uncom-
fortable and that his kind, em-
pathetic leadership is what 

our country needs. Espe-
cially now.” Remember, this 
is the same woman who led 
the #IBelieveChristineBla-
seyFord movement against 
Brett Kavanaugh. 

Biden might have been 
an honest, forthright, and 
patriotic politician for all 
of his years in Washington 
D.C. However, given his be-
havioral changes and sexu-
al harassment allegations, 
and in spite of his hope-
ful early poll numbers, he 

should withdraw from 
the 2020 presidential 
election. America 
needs kind, empa-

thetic leadership, but 
it also needs conviction, 

strength, and determination, 
traits that Biden now seem-
ingly lacks. 

Constant discussions about 
improving leadership, both 
on the larger national level 
and at Andover, are crucial 
to the improvement and suc-

cess of the functioning body 
for which leaders govern. 
We must actively decide for 
ourselves what kind of lead-
ers we want at Andover and 
beyond.

We as a school, community, 
and nation, must figure out 
where Joe Biden belongs. I 
believe that his future in the 
political battlefield has per-
vasive implications for all 
types of leadership in the fu-
ture. Joe Biden was the man 
who was ready to take the 
reigns, but unless he strives 
to endure harsh criticism and 
cutthroat scrutiny from both 
parties, Joe Biden should 
find other ways to help this 
country. 

JONATHAN FU

Joe Biden, Don’t Run for President

Gigi Glover is a three- 
year Upper from New York, 
N.Y. Contact the author at 
eglover20@andover.edu.

GIGI GLOVER

Forbidden Fruit is the Sweetest 
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Jonathan Fu is a two-year 
Lower from Short Hills, N.J. 
Contact the author at jfu21@
andover.edu.
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I did not understand that 
I needed to eat healthy 
in order to maximize 

my physical and mental 
operation. 

r.haltmaier/the phillipian
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NEWS IN BRIEF
This Week:

•	 Friday	was	the	last spring revisit day	for	
prospective	students	and	families.	Visiting	
students	were	paired	with	a	host	to	experience	
a	typical	academic	day	at	Andover.	The	admin-
istration	also	programmed	specific	activities	
designed	to	provide	a	outlook	on	life	at	Ando-
ver.	

•	 On	April	8,	a	new exhibition featuring	prints	
of	Bob	Erickson	and	sculptures	of	Therese	
Zemlin,	Return to the Place You Already 
Are,	opened	in	the	Gelb	Gallery.	The	artists	

behind	the	exhibition	discussed	their	work	last	
Wednesday.	The	exhibition	will	be	on	display	
until	May	11.

•	 On	Friday,	April	12,	the	Addison Gallery of 
American Art hosted	a	launching party	from	
7:00-9:00	pm	featuring	its	most	recent	exhibi-
tions.	

Looking  Ahead:

•	 The Gender and Sexuality Alliance (G.S.A.) 
will	celebrate	its	thirtieth	anniversary	this	
coming	weekend,	including	workshops	about	

LGBTQIA+	leadership,	a	keynote	by	the	found-
er	of	Andover’s	G.S.A.,	and	the	third	annual	
drag	show	on	Friday	night.	

•	 On	Tuesday,	April	16,	the	Massachusetts 
Archaeological Society will meet at the 
Peabody Institute of Archaeology	to	discuss	
archaeology	in	Ancient	Roman	Cyprus.

•	 The	annual	Take Back the Night walk	will	
take	place	next	Wednesday,	April	17th	at	8:00	
p.m.	The	event	aims	to	raise awareness about 
sexual assault and domestic violence. 

REPORTING BY ALEXANDER ASHMAN

Mary	Muromcew	’22,	an	at-
tendee	 of	 the	 event,	 said	 that	
she	 appreciated	 Chira’s	 mes-
sage	 that	 true	 passions	 do	 not	
necessarily	 need	 to	 be	 discov-
ered	 early	 for	 a	 successful	 ca-
reer.

“At	 Andover,	 she	 did	 not	
write	 for	 The Phillipian,	 yet	
she	 became	 such	 a	 success-
ful	 journalist,	 attaining	 one	 of	
the	 highest	 positions	 at	 ‘The	
New	York	Times’	 in	 the	end.	I	
feel	 like	 there	 is	 a	 lot	 of	 pres-
sure	 [at	Andover]	 to	 find	 your	
passion	 immediately,	 though	 I	
discovered	 from	 the	 talk	 that	
it	 is	okay	to	not	 find	your	true	
interests	 in	 high	 school,”	 said	
Muromcew.

Chira	joined	“The	New	York	
Times”	as	a	writer	 in	1981	and	
became	an	editor	in	1997;	how-
ever,	 after	 20	 years	 of	 editing,	
Chira	realized	that	she	missed	
actively	 writing	 articles.	 In	
2016,	 she	 took	 up	 an	 investi-
gative	 article	 about	 sexual	 ha-
rassment	in	Ford	factories,	as	it	
was	her	personal	goal	to	cover	
more	gender	issues.

“I	 particularly	 wrote	 a	 lot	
about	 blue-collared	 and	 fac-
tory	women,	because	I	wished	
to	 know	 what	 type	 of	 harass-
ment	 happens	 in	 non-privi-

leged	 settings.	 I	 happened	 on	
an	example	of	Ford,	where	we	
saw	that	the	equal	employment	
opportunity	 commission	 has	
settled	 with	 Ford	 for	 a	 sexual	
and	 racial	 harassment	 case	 at	
two	factories	in	Chicago.	I	was	
enjoying	the	process	of	finding	
the	 truth	 and	 writing	 about	
these	gender	 issues,”	said	Chi-
ra.	

Chira	will	 soon	become	ed-
itor-in-chief	 of	 “The	Marshall	
Project,”	 a	 non-profit	 journal-
ism	 organization	 that	 inves-
tigates	 the	 inequities	 of	 the	
criminal	 justice	 system.	 Ac-
cording	 to	 Chira,	 her	 interest	
in	social	justice	inspired	her	to	
take	the	position.

Chira	said,	 “The	 founder	of	
‘The	Marshall	Project’	believed	
that	 there	 was	 not	 enough	
journalists	who	focused	on	the	
unfair	 elements	 of	 the	 crimi-
nal	 justice	 system	 after	 seeing	
executed	 teenagers	 who	 were	
falsely	 accused	 of	 rape.	 More	
journalists,	 including	 me,	 are	
being	 recruited,	 investigat-
ing	 the	 racial	 disparities	 and	
sentencing,	 as	 well	 as	 abuse	
of	prisoners	by	guards	 and	 in-
ability	 to	 get	 proper	 mental	
health.”

Chira	 continued,	 “It	 is	 very	
small	compared	to	many	other	
forms	 of	 media,	 but	 it	 is	 cur-
rently	 in	 growth	 from	 and	 is	
my	responsibility	to	widen	the	

lens	of	our	 investigations.	 It	 is	
a	great	opportunity	to	do	some-
thing	different,	and	I	thought	it	
would	 be	 a	 great	 next	 chapter	
for	my	career	as	a	journalist.”	

Attendee	 Sam	 Katz	 ’19	 ad-
mires	the	mission	of	“The	Mar-
shall	Project.”

Katz	 said,	 “The	 ambitions	
of	 ‘The	 Marshall	 Project’	 and	
what	 she	 aspires	 to	 do	 seems	
amazing.	 I	 am	 rooting	 for	
them,	and	I	fully	support	their	
cause.	I	can	not	be	too	optimis-
tic	 about	 the	 success	 of	 this	
project,	 considering	 the	 pow-
er	and	the	money	that	is	in	the	
prison	 industry	 today.	 Still,	 I	
appreciate	how	she	is	stepping	
down	 from	 such	 a	 prestigious	
position,	 to	 be	 part	 of	 an	 up-
coming	 and	 newly	 established	
organization.”

Agrawal,	 organizer	 of	 the	
series,	 expressed	 her	 admira-
tion	 for	 Chira’s	 continued	 in-
terest	in	investigating	different	
elements	of	the	society.	

Agrawal	 said,	 “I	 was	 al-
ready	 fascinated	 by	 areas	 of	
social	 justice	 before	 the	 talk.	
Therefore,	 hearing	 about	 her	
work	 that	will	 happen	 in	 ‘The	
Marshall	Project’	was	very	 in-
triguing	 to	 me.	 Since	 she	 has	
also	 spent	 most	 of	 her	 career	
writing	 about	 gender	 issues,	 I	
enjoyed	listening	to	her	insight	
and	view	on	that	topic	as	well.”

Susan Chira Details Personal Experience 
in Professional Investigative Journalism 

Continued  from A1, Column  5
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multitude	of	stereotypes	just	to	
partake	in	the	sport.	She	found,	
in	 her	 year	 long	 research	 on	
the	 topic,	 that	 ideas	 of	 female	
wrestling	focus	on	traditionally	
feminine	 qualities	 like	 beauty	
and	 attractiveness,	 as	 opposed	
to	 the	 sporting	 and	 technical	
aspects	 of	 freestyle	 wrestling.	
Rather	 than	 being	 an	 athletic	
competition	on	par	with	men’s	
wrestling,	Stack	said	that	wom-
en’s	 wrestling	 has	 often	 de-
volved	 into	 a	 sexualized	 side-
show	used	to	titillate	male	fans.

“There’s	 a	 history	 of	 WWE	
wrestling	 in	professional	wres-
tling,	which	is	provocative,	and	
for	 some	 people’s	 entertain-
ment.	 Because	 of	 this,	 people	
assumed	that	women’s	freestyle	
and	 folkstyle	 wrestling	 had	 to	
be	 sexual.	 The	 other	 objection	
was	 that	 women’s	 wrestling	
would	delegitimize	men’s	wres-
tling	 because	 if	 people	 could	
think	 of	 women’s	 wrestling	 as	
this	kind	of	sexual	and	provoc-
ative	 wrestling,	 then	 it	 would	
categorize	 men’s	 wrestling	 as	
that	too,”	said	Stack.	

Stack	 also	 highlighted	 that	
gender	 inequality	 in	 the	 sports	
industry	 is	 not	 limited	 to	 fe-
males.	According	to	Stack,	many	
parents	only	worry	 about	male	
coaches	being	accused	of	sexual	
harassment	 when	 demonstrat-
ing	moves	on	female	wrestlers.

“I	think	that	underlying	all	of	
this	is	an	idea	of	exclusive	het-
erosexuality	 where,	 if	 they’re	
worried	 about	 male	 coaches	
touching	female	wrestlers,	then	
shouldn’t	they	be	worried	about	
male	 coaches	 showing	 moves	
on	 male	 wrestlers	 too?”	 asked	
Stack	in	her	presentation.

Through	 wrestling,	 Stack	
hopes	 to	 create	 an	 outlet	 and	
opportunity	 for	 girls	 like	 her	
to	 persevere	 in	 sports	 majori-
tively	 dominated	 by	 males.	 In	
her	presentation,	she	suggested	
creating	 sex-segregated	 wres-
tling	teams	to	foster	a	less	stig-
matized	 environment	 for	 girls	
interested	in	joining	wrestling.

“When	 I	 began	 thinking	
about	 this	 presentation,	 I	 real-
ized	 that	women’s	wrestling	 is	
headed	 towards	 sex	 segrega-
tion.	And	there’s	a	lot	of	reasons	

for	this.	One	is	that	it	encourag-
es	more	women	to	join—I	think	
joining	 wrestling	 as	 a	 girl	 is	
kind	of	a	social	risk—and	I	think	
it’s	 a	 little	 easier	 if	 the	 team	 is	
sex-segregated	 and	 it	 doesn’t	
feel	 as	 much	 like	 a	 social	 risk	
than	if	it’s	co-ed,”	said	Stack.

Leon	 Calleja,	 Instructor	 in	
English	 and	 Interdisciplinary	
Studies,	served	as	Stack’s	facul-
ty	 advisor	 for	 this	 project.	 Ac-
cording	 to	Calleja,	 Stack’s	 pre-
sentation	 aimed	 to	 expose	 and	
debunk	 traditional	 stereotypes	
about	women’s	place	in	society,	
particularly	in	sports.

“There	 are	 difficult	 intrica-
cies	in	how	we	approach	equity	
and	 inclusion	 efforts	 in	 sports.	
For	wrestling	 in	particular,	 the	
question	about	whether	it’s	bet-
ter	 to	 pursue	 growth	 through	
sex-segregated	 or	 a	 co-ed	path	
is	 quite	 tricky;	 and	 these	 ef-
forts	need	to	be	done	with	am-
ple	 thoughtfulness	 about	 the	
gendered	 expectations	 already	
present	 in	 sports	 and	 soci-
ety	 and	 how	 best	 to	 challenge	
them,”	wrote	Calleja	in	an	email	
to	The	Phillipian.

Uanne	Chang	’20,	an	attend-
ee	 at	 the	 presentation,	 learned	
more	 about	 how	 many	 female	
athletes	are	marginalized.	

“Sarah’s	 presentation	 was	
really	 illuminating	 for	 me,	 be-
cause	gender	 inequity	 in	wres-
tling	was	something	 that	I	was	
never	educated	about.	From	her	
presentation,	I	was	able	to	learn	
exactly	what	societal	standards	
and	 clauses	 in	 U.S	 law	 led	 to	
such	a	disparity	 in	 female	 rep-
resentation	 in	 this	 sport,”	 said	
Chang.

Kiran	Ramratnam	’22,	anoth-
er	attendee	at	the	presentation,	
said	 that	 Stack’s	 presentation	
allowed	her	to	think	about	steps	
that	the	community	can	take	to	
eliminate	the	gender	inequality	
present	in	sports	on	campus.

“On	campus,	we	can	improve	
equality	in	sports	by	fair	coach-
ing	or	refereeing.	In	many	girls	
sports	games,	referee’s	will	call	
a	 foul	 significantly	 more	 often	
than	they	would	at	a	boy’s	game.	
There	needs	to	be	intersection-
al	 discussion	 about	 this	 with	
referees,	coaches,	and	students.	
Also,	girls	lacrosse	has	a	totally	
different	 set	of	 rules	 than	boys	
lacrosse.	 Why	 is	 it	 2019	 and	
this	 still	 exists?	 The	 first	 step	
to	make	 sports	more	 equitable	
is	with	discussion.	Then	we	can	
change	the	atmosphere	and	cul-
ture,”	said	Ramratnam.

Brace Fellow Sarah Stack ’19 Discusses 
Women in Wrestling 

Continued  from A1, Column  3

Stack gave her presentation just one week after Kassie Archambault ’06 
was named the first female Head Coach in New Enland Wrestling history.
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Over	 the	 span	 of	 eleven	
days,	 ten	 teams	 of	 five	 com-
peted	 in	 round-robin	 tourna-
ments	with	matches	played	on	
four	 boards.	 In	 the	 Women’s	
Section,	 the	 American	 team	
placed	seventh.	

Like	with	 any	 other	 activi-
ty,	success	can	only	be	derived	
from	 hard	work	 and	 practice,	
according	 to	 Yip.	 She	 uses	 a	
variety	 of	 methods	 to	 phys-
ically	 and	 mentally	 practice	
chess,	 as	 well	 as	 prepare	 for	
future	competitions.

Yip	said,	 “You	can	play	on-
line	these	days,	so	there’s	that.	
And	then	you	gain	experience	
and	obviously,	it	helps	you	be-
come	better.	And	there’s	read-
ing	 chess	 books,	 going	 over	
new	 openings,	 doing	 tactics,	

looking	at	positional	puzzles.”
Through	 domestic	 and	 in-

ternational	 competitions,	 Yip	
has	had	numerous	opportuni-
ties	to	hone	her	skills.	

“The	 chess	 world	 is	 pret-
ty	 small,	 so	 a	 lot	 of	 big	 tour-
nament	 organizers	 know	 my	
dad’s	 email	 so	 they	 send	 one	
along.	 The	 organizer	 invites	
the	 entire	 country	 to	 come,	
and	within	 the	U.S.,	 there	 are	
representatives	and	 they	 send	
out	emails	basically	as	official	
invitations,”	said	Yip.	

Despite	her	many	victories,	
however,	 Yip	 acknowledges	
the	 difficulty	 of	 balancing	 an	
Andover	 student’s	 workload	
with	her	chess	ambitions.

“Before	I	came	to	[Andover,	
I	used	to	practice]	maybe	two	
hours	 a	 day.	 Now	 [that]	 I’m	
here,	I	don’t	practice	at	all.	But	
maybe	 during	 school	 breaks	 I	
have	time,”	said	Yip.

Andover Student Competes 
in U.S. Women’s Chess 

Championship

Continued  from A1, Column  5

Editor’s Note: These numbers are annual approximations from the past five years, 
courtesy of Paul Robarge. 
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I got offered the script of “China Beach,” which I wasn’t sure I wanted to do because 
I didn’t want to be on television, and I kept saying, “No I don’t want to be a regular on 
television. I want to do theaters and movies.” And my agent said to me, “You’re a f *cking 
idiot.” 

That was sort of my first serious commitment to television and it made me appreciate 
television...That was in 1987, and I feel like I knew...that television was a great place to 
be, because women could have great roles on television that they weren’t given them in 
movies at the time. At that time, women tended to be the wife or the mother or the girl-
friend, whereas the character that I played on “China Beach,” Colleen McMurphy, was a 
full three-dimensional character, and she was the focus of an ensemble, and she kind of 
led the action, and she was making the decisions. It was just a great opportunity, and it 
really taught me that you could do great things on television.

You know, I always wanted to be an actress. It’s just one of the things I think I’ve known 
since I was maybe three years old. And I hate to be pretentious, but it kind of is a calling for me. 
I love doing it, I did it at Andover, and I really credit Andover for giving me a lot of confidence 
in that area. I’m happiest when I’m acting. I plan to do it until the day I die really.

I think that the Non Sibi motto is the best thing about Andover, and I think it really stays 
with you. I see it in Andover people out in the world over the years—that people are very much 
about giving back, and that’s also what I was talking about with my acting. I feel like everything 
that you do has to somehow give back to the culture and that we have a responsibility that way.

Dana Delany ’74
Outstanding Lead Actress in a Drama Series - 1992

Dana Delany ’74 poses with her Emmy following the 1992 Emmy Awards 
Ceremony.

COURTESY OF WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

I actually had a course at Andover called Perception and Expression, which was a 
course that was offered back in the seventies. There was a combination of all kinds 
of media—basically writing, photography, and film—and it was offered to ninth grad-
ers...a marvelous course that really got me started. Then we also had a film apprecia-
tion course later when I was a Senior, given by a teacher named Steve Marx, and that 
was Film Appreciation. His lectures and the films he showed us were inspiring to me.

My specialty, what I really made my career around, was children’s educational program-
ming, so what I tried to bring was a way of understanding the world and seeing the world 
that was just a little bit askew as a way of giving interest and information and fun at the 
same time. 

Santa is important to me because we have a society in which there are precious and few 
male icons, or even representations of males, who are thoughtful, giving, and all about 
love. And Santa is all three of those things. And the idea of representing a male role model 
who is loving and caring about children was something I couldn’t resist. It’s a marvelous 
feeling to give to children in a way that is authentic and warm and positive. That’s what I 
love about representing that icon. And I call Santa an icon because I do think of him as a 
cultural icon. 

It’s kind of interesting to me for all of the years that I’ve been–as we say in the television 
business–behind the lens, to suddenly become an actor, a person that represents some-
thing in front of the lens. That’s new and different for me and it’s been very rewarding. I’ve 
been doing it for over ten years now and I love it. 

Jonathan Meath ’74
6-time Emmy Nominee

Jonathan Meath ’74 is particularly well-known for his portrayal of Santa 
Claus. He has been referred to as the “top Santa” by both “Time” Maga-
zine and National Public Radio (N.P.R.)  

COURTESY OF WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

I’ve always really loved storytelling. When I was a kid, I loved reading and stories 
and film and theater, and when I was at Andover, I performed in plays [and] in the 
Drama Labs. I was always on that side of [campus]—I wasn’t a math/science person. I 
was an arts, history, English person. So I think that I started to realize in college that 
I wanted to combine my interest in stories and my interest in social issues with film.

Films take so long to make, and they take so much of your heart that you’re putting on the table 
to have people say, ‘Hey, that was really good. That kind of broke new ground.’-- That’s what’s kind 
of really fun about [filmmaking] is that you know that you’re being selected and supported by your 
colleagues who are all other filmmakers who know what they’re talking about. So you’re not getting 
a random pat on the back [from] people who don’t know the blood, sweat, and tears that have gone 
into making the film. You’re being honored by people who really know what they make and respect 
the film, so that I love. It’s really great. But it’s always good to have a new very large doorstop so you 
can put the Emmy down.

I think that my favorite documentary series I’ve ever done is “Carrier,” which was a 10 hour series 
for PBS, following a full deployment in a year aboard the USS Nimitz to Iraq in 2005... And actu-
ally, amazingly, another Andover graduate was a fighter pilot on the ship. She was quite a few years 
younger than me, and I remember saying to her, ‘You went to Andover? That’s so funny.’

I think that the most important thing is people’s humanity, is telling stories about people who are 
living different lives or doing very different things or having different experiences or challenges and 
making what somebody else is going through accessible and understandable to an audience. How 
do you make a piece for a magazine or a newspaper come to life? It’s usually through people. It’s 
usually by using stories and using examples of incredibly inspiring or sometimes it’s the opposite. 
It’s about people that are doing things that are really wrong, but you’re trying to connect people to 
other people in order to tell a larger story or to break through to larger themes. So that is I think 
what’s exciting about it is to be able to make those connections for people through the art of story-
telling.

Maro Chermayeff ’80, P’21
Outstanding Arts & Culture Programming - 2013

In addition to a News & Documentary Emmy, Chermayeff also won a Pea-
body Award for her work on “Marina Abramovic: The Artist Is Present.”

COURTESY OF WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

Alumni at the Emmys

Throughout the years, various Andover alumni have been recognized at the Emmy Awards — Dana Delany ’74, Jona-

than Meath ’74, and Maro Chermeyeff ’80 are three of those alumni.

 

Dana Delany ’74 came to Andover as a senior and found her place in the theater scene on campus. Delany had roles 

in campus productions including “A Cry of Players,” “You’re a Good Man Charlie Brown,” and “South Pacific.” After her 

time at Andover, Delany went on to pursue a career in theater and television. Delany won an Emmy for Outstanding Lead 
Actress in a Drama Series in 1992 for her role in the television series “China Beach.” 

Jonathan Meath ’74 started his career as a children’s television producer and has been nominated for six Emmy 
awards for his involvement in the shows “Paz,” “Zoom,” “The Wubbulous World of Dr. Suess,” and “Where in the World is 
Carmen Sandiego?” In addition to his role as a producer, 15 years ago, he began playing Santa Claus and has performed 
with The Rocketts at Radio City Music Hall.

Maro Chermayeff ’80 has an extensive career in film production. Her documentary films and television shows have 
been recognized at festivals and broadcasted on several major networks including HBO, CNN, PBS, and more. Chermayeff 
is currently the executive producer of the CNN series, “Soundtracks: Songs That Made History.”
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Grace: What Adaeze [and I] are looking to do is sort of unify Abbot and really make sure people feel like 
they have a home in Abbot… Adaeze and I have a list of [objectives that] individual members of the Abbot 
community want to see, and so one of our primary goals is definitely going to be having that open commu-
nication throughout the entire year. As much as it might seem treacherous to walk 
ten [minutes] to and from [Paresky] Commons in the middle of winter, the people 
that live in Abbot are just so loving and caring and really welcoming of one another.   

Adaeze: It’s really nice to see myself being in a position that I want to be a part 
of and have a hand in shaping Abbot. [I’ve been] given the power by my peers to do 

so, and it’s just nice knowing that they believed in me and Grace. [And] I love Abbot. It’s really the people that 
make the community, and something about Abbot is that for the most part, the people there want to be there.
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ABB Grace Hitchcock ’20 and Adaeze Izuegbunam ’20
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Rob: I [have] lived in Flagstaff for two years, and I’ve seen a lot of the good and bad. I think it’s im-
portant to… serve in leadership positions in order to expect change and I want to be that sort of person 
that brings change to Flagstaff and improve Flagstaff for the future.

Hanna: I feel like Rob and I have a lot of ideas to make life easier for all stu-
dents at Andover because it’s such a busy place. We really want to integrate a 
lot of community-building to make everyone closer in the cluster and a little 
happier as well.

I was a new Lower last year and I was placed in Flagstaff, so it’s my second 
year here. I just love the people, I feel like they’re all so nice.

FLG Rob De Jesus ’20 and Hanna Wu ’20
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Karen: I’ve had two distinct moments at this school where I was just pretty sad and just down in the dumps. 
Both times, the one thing that really brought me up was this cluster... And I didn’t realize how much it had an 
impact on me until I re-oriented my perspective on Andover towards the end of Winter term. I was like, “Oh 
my god, this cluster has been the thing that has been getting me through these really 
tough moments at my time here at Andover. And I just want to really give back to 
those communities that has supported me through all the rough times.

Shree: For next year, one of our goals is to make the new students feel [more] wel-
come in Pine Knoll because as returners, we already know that our community is so 

tight-knit. But for the new kids, it might take a while. To do that, we plan on having events every term, [like] 
challenges between dorms or having more activities at the cluster munches or otherwise over the weekends 
that will allow these students to get to know other [Pine] Knollers right now. I was a new Lower last year and I 
was placed in Flagstaff, so it’s my second year here. I just love the people, I feel like they’re all so nice.

PKN Karen Sun ’20, Shree Menon ’20
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Pickle: Well, the Quads is a great place. We want to continue the happy and wonderful community 
that [is] there already, [especially] just the Quads space in general. Those two lawns are really nice for 
playing games, hanging out with friends. We want to have a little study space in the lawn so students 
can actually do work there.

Sadie: I really like that the Quads is a really large community on campus 
as we are two fifths of the clusters, and some of the biggest clusters. But 
we’re also slightly separated from the center of campus, so you still do get 
to go away from the center of campus or the center of your life every night 

when you go back to your dorm. We really like the Quads, and West Quad North as it is, but there are 
a few things that we want to add. We plan on bringing in hammocks and we also are attempting to get 
filtered water for all the dorms.

WQN Pickle Emerson ’20, Sadie Cheston-Harris ’20
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Eamon: I think that West Quad South has a strong sense of community, and above all, I think ev-
eryone’s favorite place is definitely the barn. So we want to not only improve that space, but also keep 
it nice and clean and a great space where people can come together whether you’re a day student or 
boarder. Or from whichever dorm.”

Abby: My favorite thing about West Quad South is the connection I have 
with so many of the people living there. I lived in Johnson [House] my Low-
er year, and I had so much fun meeting new people in the dorms since it was 
an upperclassmen dorm. I enjoyed the munches, I enjoyed the camaraderie. 

I just had a great time in West Quad South and I wanted to come back and hopefully allow incoming 
Lowers and new people into the Quads to have that same enjoyment.”

WQS Eamon Garrity-Rokous ’20 and Abby Ndikum ’20
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2019-2020 Cluster Co-Presidents
Reporting by Elizabeth Chou & Lexie Mariano

Cluster Co-Presidents were elected last Wednesday, April 3. Pairs spoke at cluster meeting on the day of polling before 
being voted in by the studetns currently residing in their respective clusters. 
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Rajesh Mundra Appointed as New Dean of Studies 
for the 2019-2020 School Year

Raj Mundra, the current As-
sistant Dean of Students and 
Residential Life, will become 
the Dean of Studies beginning 

in the 2019-2020 school year. 
He will replace current the 
Dean of Studies, Clyfe Beck-
with, who will begin next 
school year as the Assistant 
Head of Teaching and Learn-
ing within the Dean of Studies 
office.

According to Mundra, as 
Dean of Studies, he will pay 
close attention to the effective-
ness of next year’s new class 
schedule and start conversa-
tions about the current grad-
ing system at Andover. He also 
plans to prioritize an increase 
in communication between 
students and faculty, in addi-
tion to improving the learning 
conditions at Andover.

“We need to come together, 
and faculty need to listen to 
students. Students need to lis-
ten to faculty, to just get a bet-
ter understanding not only of 
our curriculum, but the envi-
ronment that we can create to 

get students the most engaged 
that they can. Sometimes, the 
environment that students 
have now is not the most con-
ducive to learning as best they 
can. Sometimes, I see that in 
the Dean of Students Office 
the repercussions of that,” said 
Mundra.

As Assistant Dean of Stu-
dents and Residential Life, 
Mundra works with student 
leaders, developmental pro-
gramming for faculty, and 
housing. Beckwith believes 
that the Dean of Studies must 
ensure that all the details in the 
Course of Study are in place, 
especially regarding approv-
ing courses, taking courses off 
the books, and scheduling. The 
transition will be made easier 
by a common factor of the im-
portance of student health and 
happiness, according to Mun-
dra. 

“[The Dean of Students Of-

fice and the Dean of Studies 
Office] both overlap when we 
think about student well-be-
ing. When we’re looking at 
either big curricular issues, 
like homework and grading, 
like graduation requirements, 
those impact student well-be-
ing… There’s a lot of overlap in 
that way, in we’re taking care 
of students,” said Mundra. 

Beckwith also believes that 
Mundra’s experience working 
with students will assist him 
as he takes on the role of the 
Dean of Studies. 

“[Mundra received] very 
much perspective from the 
students [from the Dean of Stu-
dents Office], as well as having 
organized conferences, as well 
as a general sense of what ed-
ucation can, and should be, 
so that students enjoy it and 
learn,” said Beckwith. 

According to Mundra, he 
has mixed emotions of both 

nostalgia and excitement 
about leaving his current posi-
tion as Assistant Dean of Stu-
dents. 

Mundra said, “I really love 
the position that I have right 
now and there was a sadness 
because I feel very close with 
the Deans and with [Jenni-
fer Elliott ’94, Assistant Head 
of School for Residential Life 
and Dean of Students], and the 
important work that we do ev-
ery day, and how much trust 
that we have… I also feel like I 
am walking into a team in the 
Dean of Studies office that is 
remarkable and a chance to 
work with all of the depart-
ment chairs. It is a similar type 
of caring and compassion for 
our community. I’m really ea-
ger to jump into that.”

LAURA OSPINA

Jeff Domina, Instructor in 
English, will succeed Patrick 
Farrell, Instructor in Mathe-
matics, Statistics, and Com-
puter Science, as the Dean of 
Faculty. Domina’s promotion 
to Dean of Faculty will be-
come effective on July 1.

The Head of School choos-
es a new Dean of Faculty ev-
ery six years. Faculty mem-
bers who are interested are 
encouraged to self-nominate 
and then write a letter to fac-
ulty expressing why they feel 
they are a good candidate for 
the job.

“We look for people who 
have good leadership qual-
ities; that includes people 
who are good listeners, peo-
ple who are collegial… able to 
work across the academy, lis-
ten to other people, work with 
other people, work together 
with people to find solutions… 
[Because this job] has a lot 
of personnel aspects to it, we 
were looking for somebody 
who has very strong emotion-
al intelligence, discretion, and 
experience here at the school 
across different jobs,” said 

Nancy Jeton, Special Assis-
tant to the Head of School.

Domina has worked in the 
English Department at Ando-
ver for 20 years and served 
as Chair of the English De-
partment for six. As incoming 
Dean of Faculty, Domina is ex-
cited to have more opportuni-
ties to work alongside faculty 
and staff members.

“For me, [Dean of Facul-
ty] means an opportunity to 
work with my colleagues and 
try to support all the things 
that they’re doing to bring a 
great number of experienc-
es to the students. I’ll be in-
volved with helping the de-
partment chairs search for 
and hire good teachers. I’ll 
be involved with mentoring 
and evaluation of profession-
al development that keeps the 
teachers we have growing as 
teachers and learners, and [I 
have] a chance to support the 
teachers and the great things 
they’re doing,” said Domina.

Stephanie Curci, Instruc-
tor and Chair of the English 
Department, looks forward to 
seeing what changes Domina 
will make as Dean of Faculty.

“He’s incredibly smart, he’s 
particularly thoughtful about 
professional development and 
what happens in the class-
room, and I think he cares 
deeply about the faculty and 
being an advocate for the fac-
ulty. He cares deeply for the 
school as a place where we 
live and work. As the previous 
chair of the English Depart-
ment, he had to work with a 
variety of personalities, and is 
very good at hiring interesting 
faculty,” said Curci.

In addition to the Dean of 
Faculty’s responsibility for 
overseeing the search and hir-
ing process for new teachers 
and staff members, Domina 
hopes to utilize his position to 
help teachers develop inno-

vative projects and new ideas 
for their classes.

“I think I’m most looking 
forward to those moments 
where I’m in the position to 
help a teacher with a great 
idea because that office has 
the resources to support great 
teaching, new ideas, innova-
tion, and just being able to 
help a teacher turn a great 
idea into a reality for the 
kids,” said Domina. 

Over the course of his ten-
ure as Dean of Faculty, Farrell 
sought to create a more equi-
table and inclusive communi-
ty through hiring faculty.

“I took the position when 
it was offered to me because I 
saw it as a way to both diver-
sify the faculty and help our 
community be more equitable 
and inclusive… I feel I have 
shown that administrators 
can be seen as facilitators of, 
and partners in problem solv-
ing, working in collaboration 
with both faculty and other 
administrators,” said Farrell. 

Currently, Domina meets 
weekly with Farrell to learn 
more about his new position. 
Domina will begin his tenure 
as Dean of Faculty by leading 
faculty orientation and help-
ing new teachers settle into 
Andover. 

Although Domina hopes 
to work more with faculty, he 
also looks forward to contin-
ue teaching in the English De-
partment.

“I just think the people are 
amazing. The students are 
terrific. I love the energy and 
intellect they bring to school, 
and I feel so lucky to be able 
to work with this group of 
kids and this group of adults 
who care so much about the 
kids,” said Domina.

SHIRA WOLPOWIZ

As the new Dean of Faculty, Domi-
na hopes to work with teachers in 
developing new ideas for classes. 

P.SANKAR/THE PHILLIPIAN
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As the new Dean of Studies, Mun-
dra hopes to test the effectiveness 
of the new schedule. 

Jeffrey Domina
 Appointed New Dean of Faculty, 

Succeeding Patrick Farrell

Andover Students 
Work with the Local 
Community to Feed 

Over 150,000 People

Sundaram worked with 
other students on the board of 
Food Matters, as well as teach-
ers like Anny Candelario Esco-
bar, Cluster Dean of West Quad 
South and Instructor in Math-
ematics, Statistics, & Computer 
Science, to realize her ambi-
tions.

Candelario Escobar said, 
“Mangai had a wish one day to 
break a world record for pack-
ing the most amount of meals, 
I think a million, in one hour. 
And one of the things was that 
I had to start to get her to re-
alize to think realistically. How 
can she simulate something like 
that on a smaller scale? And 
that began three years ago with 
her first Rise Against Hunger.”

Attendees Ryan Mai ’21 and 
Emily Mae Murtha ’22 share 
Sundaram’s vision of working 
towards alleviating global hun-
ger.

“Simply put, everyone 
should deserve to eat food. And 
especially in a setting like this, 
it’s just great to see the entire 
community coming together 
to package food to make sure 
everyone has a basic human 
right,” said Mai.

Murtha added, “The en-
tire act of serving others who 
are less fortunate than you is a 
wonderful thing to do, and ev-
eryone should exercise it when 
they can… it’s a very global is-
sue, the fact that people all over 
the world are underfed and 
malnourished, and I think that 
everyone from all communities 
can come together to serve this 

singular issue.”
Sundaram is an alumnus of 

Aaron’s Presents, a non-profit 
organization that seeks to civi-
cally engage youth by develop-
ing their capacity for empathy 
and skills for solving societal 
issues. The program provides 
mentoring and logistical help 
so that students can lead a proj-
ect of their own design. For this 
effort, Leah Okimoto, Founder 
and Executive Director of Aar-
on’s Presents, helped Sundaram 
mobilize the necessary resourc-
es.

“The best way that we could 
support the project is by bring-
ing people. We just needed a lot 
of people. We just passed 1,000 
kids, so we have a large network 
of kids and families who have 
experienced our program and 
are always up for doing any-
thing around the community. 
We put out the call to people to 
get the word out. We provided 
buses and coordinated rides,” 
said Okimoto.

Okimoto continued, “We 
feel good that we can provide 
an opportunity for our family to 
keep giving back and keep prac-
ticing everything that we stand 
for. And also that we can sup-
port our alumni as they come 
up with new ideas.”

Despite the initiative, Sund-
aram still feels like Andover can 
improve in regards to putting 
the Non Sibi spirit into practice.

“We have so many opportu-
nities for us to bring more peo-
ple together and work towards 
something, instead of just lis-
tening to a talk or hearing a 
presentation. I think we should 
do more hands-on events like 
this,” said Sundaram.

Continued  from A1, Column  3

J.LEE & M.SHIN/THE PHILLIPIAN
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are you not entertained???
The Week’s Top Headlines

• The “Terror” Geese of Hale Still Unimportant to 
Everyone Except Knoll Residents

• Science Department Decides to Keep Alligator 
Found in Gelb Basement Last Month 

• Two Dead, Four Wounded in Prop Gun Mix-Up 
During West Side Story Rehearsal

• Knoll Residents Reinstated as People in Wednes-
day Cluster Council       
      

• Sadist Coach of Spring Team Finds Pleasure in 
Their Athletes’ Pain 

• Student Who “Knows Music” Recommends ‘‘The 
Beatles, If You Haven’t Heard of Them Yet’’   
          

• Alligator, Planning Something For Sure, Is       
Excited About Captivity

OVERHEARD
 on the paths

“Thinking of doing a 
Ponzi scheme I.P.”

“‘Double-spaced’ is not 
hitting the space-bar twice, 

Maxwell.”

“I’ll take a ticket for the Mega 
Housing Lotto, please.”

 “That’s showbiz, darlin’.”

“Wait, changing your 
Canvas grade doesn’t 
actually boost them?”

“Be an asset, not a 
liability.”

“Why do the melting ice caps 
have to be brought up in ev-
ery conversation you have?”

Savvy Student Turns Knack for 

Math into Money-Making Scheme

Tonya Du-
platt ’20  
was born 
with a 
c a l c u l a -

tor in her hand and a crisp 
20 dollar bill in the other. 
With her quick wits and 
staggering knowledge, 
she’s recently begun put-
ting her advanced math 
skills and entrepreneur-
ial spirit to use, managing 
the taxes of the citizens of 
the Andover area. As she 
repeatedly explains, “time 
is money”, and “produc-
tivity is compounded in-
terest on a principle over 
a ten year period”. She has 
come to use her second 
free and lunch period to 
make some extra spending 
money on the side, which 
her friends say they are 
sure is a definite lifestyle 
improvement. Alana Gin-
gerport ’20 commented, 
“Before, Tonya had, like, 
no clout. But now she just 
has, like, a ton. Which is 
really cool.” She contin-
ued, saying, “ever since 

her business started pick-
ing up, our friend group 
has been living large. She 
walks into the Den and just 
buys out the whole pome-
granate juice supply, like 
it’s nothing!” Juju LePew 
’22 admitted, “Sure, I’d 
call her the sugar daddy of 
our friend group.” You may 
have even seen Duplatt’s 
face on the compelling 
posters plastered aggres-
sively all over some of your 
favorite places in the town 
of Andover. When Duplatt 
was questioned on wheth-
er her teachers had any 

problems with her busi-
ness, she replied that, in 
fact, most of her teachers 
are also her clients – “You 
might want to stop spend-
ing so much money on vel-
vet scrunchies from Urban 
Outfitters, Mr. Nelson!” 
For any teachers wonder-
ing, she accepts payment 
through cash, blue card, 
or a 6 on the final. Duplatt 
will return as a struggling 
Andover Student on April 
22 (her parents made her 
give up her side-business 
for Lent). 

Tonya Duplatt in the middle of finding out how much 
her English teacher pays in taxes and how much pecr-
entage she will receive.

LOU LOU SLOSS

Classifieds For The Lovelorn...
Andover can be a lonely place, and it’s not always easy to meet new people. So 
every week, we highlight one real, actual student who is on this campus and 

looking for love (serious relationships only — we don’t advertise hook-ups). If 
interested in putting your name here, email rneplokh20@andover.edu.

EMILY BATCHELOR ’19

Dealbreaker(s):
• Doesn’t accept that I’m also in a 

relationship with Nicole Cho [’19]
• Prefers markers
• Symmetrical thumbs 
• Tan

IDEAL DATE SPOT:

Ms. Hilton’s basement

Cool Facts About me!
• My homework is always in crayon 
• Costa Rica
• I sign my checks in crayon 
• Between each breath I hold my 

other breaths for 5 seconds
• My favorite snack is spaghetti and 

crayon sauce 
• My favorite fruit is pumpkin 
• I did my photography final in 

crayon 
• I live in Paul
• 

Our     ebay       Transactions

“I am still looking for my 
tadpole.”

Buyer:

The touch of 
another 
human 
being

All My 
Worldy 

Possessions

Worthless
Bought: mid-bandwagon
Reason for selling: not socially 
profitable to brag about how 
unbeatable “our team” is.

Bad photos

A better school 
photographer. 

(Seriously, UM’s been kind of on us lately about reader interest)

20 minutes alone 
with Steve Harvey.
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After making it to the Cham-
pionship game of the Big East 
league last spring and finishing 
with an 8-2 record, Andover Soft-
ball graduated four Seniors and 
one Post-Graduate, and three 
members left the team. This sea-
son, its roster is compiled of nine 
returners and seven newcomers. 

Despite having sixteen ath-
letes listed on its roster, Andover 
has been plagued with a plethora 
of injuries since its start this year, 
and has barely been able to field a 
team for the 2019 season, accord-
ing to Katie Morris ’21. Currently, 
seven members of the team are 
recovering from injuries varying 
from jammed fingers to back pain 
which also vary in prognosis. De-
spite these setbacks, the injuries 
allow new players to have expo-
sure in the game, according to 
Co-Captain Rachel Moore ’19.

Moore said, “The injuries 
started before softball season 
even began. There were a couple 
pre-existing injuries that became 
worse, and it just continued with 
a concussion during the very first 
practice. A lot of people are play-
ing in positions that they may not 
be familiar with. On the brighter 
side of things, newcomers spe-
cifically have been given more 
opportunities as a result of the 
injuries.” 

According to new and injured 
team member Grace Flanagan 
’21, some possible causes of the 
injuries may be inexperience, 
pre-existing conditions, and not 
enough practice time. 

Flanagan said, “I feel like we 
give it our all, but because we have 
had so little time practicing and 
playing, it sometimes gets messy 
and sloppy and things happen. 
But a lot of it is freak accidents, 
like Haven [O’Sullivan ’22]’s inju-
ry, Katie’s finger. Mine was pretty 
much a freak accident.”

This series of early-season in-
juries, along with the team’s small 
roster, may impair the team, ac-
cording to Moore. 

“We knew that numbers 
would be tough from the begin-

ning since we got no new recruits 
this year, but the injuries have 
made it even more difficult. We 
are faced with the likelihood that 
we may have to forfeit games be-
cause of it,” said Moore.

Despite only having nine play-
ers—the minimum number of 
players required to play a game–
on the diamond against Andover 
High School last Wednesday, the 
team was able to dig itself out of a 
6-0 hole after the seventh inning 
with returner Jacque Harrington 
’20 scoring a three run homerun 
to clench the win.  

The team was able to pull a 
win on Wednesday with its short 
bench; however, it has doubts 
about being able to return to the 
championship at the end of the 
season, given the troubles it has 
faced so far. 

According to Morris, the new-
comers to the team bring benefi-
cial talent, making the possibility 
of another dominant season real-
istic. 

Morris said, “I think anything 
is possible for us as long as we 
continue to work hard and play 
for one another. Just because 
we have a lot of people new to 
the team doesn’t mean we lack 
talent; each newcomer brings 
something special and new to the 
table.”

In contrast to the beginning 
of the season last year, this year’s 
team did not have enough defi-
nite players to travel to Disney for 
a preseason training trip. Accord-
ing to Morris, the training trip of-
fered time to bond with the team, 
but even without this opportuni-
ty this year, the team has meshed 
well.

“It would have been so nice if 
we had gotten to go to Disney and 
had that bonding experience. It’s 
been a lot of just getting to know 
people and getting to know how 
they play—we have been real-
ly good at coming together as a 
team. We’ve talked about this a 
lot in practices and games, like 
‘How can we support each oth-
er?’ when we’re faced with adver-
sity, whether that’s coming back 
from a 6-0 deficit, or it’s that we 
only have nine players for a game 

and we really have to work hard 
and keep each other focused–
keep each other on our game–so 
that we can try to avoid injuries as 
best as possible,” said Morris.

According to newcomer Katie 
Wimmer ’21, the returning team 
members have created a welcom-
ing atmosphere and provided 
mentorship in the sport. 

“Half of the team is people 
who have never really played 
softball that much before, so it’s a 
lot, but the people that have been 
there have really been encour-
aging and have helped us learn 
the game really quickly. I played 
second base the other game, and 
Brooke [Fleming ’20] was right 
over my shoulder telling me ev-
ery play, and it was really helpful. 
It shows what a good environ-
ment [Andover] Softball is and 
how much of a welcoming team 
they are,” said Wimmer. 

Wimmer attributes her and 

other teammates’ ability to pick 
up the game so quickly to expo-
sure in other sports. Wimmer, 
Anna Bargman ’21, and return-
ing member Hannah Cuff ’21 are 
members of the Nepsac Class 
A championship winning field 
hockey team as well.

Wimmer said, “The coaches 
said, ‘We just need people who 
are athletic and we can teach 
them the game of softball.’I think 
I have just used my knowledge 
from other sports. You know, 
stopping the softball is the same 
as stopping the ball in field hock-
ey…. It’s actually really nice be-
cause the newcomers are getting 
the playing time they need, but 
we’re just there and we’re help-
ing. People like Anna Bargman 
have been amazing and actually 
have had really good impacts on 
the team.”

Though there may be present 
challenges, according to Wim-

mer and Moore, the future of the 
team will benefit from the influx 
of new players, and the team is 
growing stronger.

“I have heard a lot about new 
talent coming in in the Class of 
’23 and new Lowers and such, 
but I am really excited to see the 
team next year because we have 
all these numbers now of people 
who know how to play softball,” 
said Wimmer.

Moore said, “Everyone is so 
open to playing new positions, 
especially because we know that 
we have our teammates’ support. 
No one will ever get down if there 
is an error, and we all try to share 
our knowledge with each other. 
In a way, it has made us a closer 
and more communicative team… 
I think they have honestly made 
us tougher, which should help us 
moving forward and once we get 
everyone back.”
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I have the nostrils of a 
hawk -ldwg

Andover Softball Struggles to Field Team with Seven Players Injured

ABBY RYAN

Katie Morris ’21 has scored two runs thus far in the season. 
G.FLANAGAN/THE PHILLIPIAN

After receiving a pass from 
Bianca Rodriguez-Pagano ’21, 
Eliza Sandell ’20 threw the ball 
into the back of the net, pass-
ing the Loomis Chaffee keep-
er. Despite Sandell’s goal, the 
team ultimately fell to Loomis 
Chaffee 9-14 on Saturday. 

Earlier that same day, 

the team fell to Williston 
Northampton 2-17. The team 
also lost to Phillips Exeter 
Academy 5-17 on Wednesday. 
The team’s record now stands 
at 0-4.

According to goalie Violet 
Enes ’21, though the score did 
not show it, the team played 
significantly better in the game 
against Williston than it had in 
the teams’ previous matchup 
two weeks prior. Co-Captain 
Sveva Rosati ’19 scored both 
of Andover’s two goals in the 
game. 

Regardless of the early loss, 
Andover entered the second 
game of the day against Loom-
is determined to work hard as 
a unit. 

Eliza Sandell ’20 said, “We 
definitely started strong and 
we set up in our front-court 
well, and we got some nice fast 
break goals, which was good, 
and we were more comfort-
able like stealing both from the 

set and the perimeter which 
helped us start well.”

Co-Captain Mamie Wilson 
’20 scored both of Andover’s 
first two goals. On the defen-
sive end, goalies Enes and Amy 
Chew ’20 protected the net 
against the Loomis shooters. 
The second half of the game 
began with a fast break by An-
dover, though Loomis widened 
the gap in the score over the 
course of the final two quar-
ters.

According to Head Coach 
Jill Meyer ’09, the team worked 
on shooting the ball with con-
fidence and poise. 

Rosati said, “[I hope] we 
continue to practice and de-
velop overall strength and as a 
captain it’s exciting to see ev-
erybody continually learning 
to work together.”

The team will face Suffield 
away next Wednesday. 

AMELIA MEYER

GIRLSWATERPOLO

Andover Girls Tennis Secures 
Clean Sweep again Pomfret

At its second meet of the sea-
son, Andover Girls Tennis beat 
Pomfret with a score of 9-0. An-
dover’s record now stands 2-0. 

According to sixth-seed So-
fia Poncel ’21, Andover’s serve 
proved to be a decisive factor in 
its shut out of its opponent.

“I think a lot of us definitely 
had hard serves, so it was hard for 
the team to even start the point, 
like returning the serve back,” 
said Poncel ’21.

In doubles matches, the team 
applied new techniques to ul-
timately come out on top, ac-
cording to both second-seed and 
Co-Captain Katherine Hu ’19 and 
third-seed Nicole Lee ’22. 

“During doubles, I think we 
did a really good job at moving 
forward, trying out new things, 
trying out serving volleys, and 
coming to the net, and just being 
really aggressive was something 
that we did really well,” said Hu. 

The team used skills they had 
practiced in drills the week be-
fore. 

Lee said, “In preparation for 
our match against Groton and 
Pomfret, our practices focused 

on a lot of doubles drills. We did 
that buy watching videos of col-
lege and professional players, and 
looking at good game styles and 
tactics. Then we supplemented 
those into our practices, and by 
doing that, it really helped us un-
derstand what we needed to do in 
doubles matches.”

Andover played with poise and 
control over the mental aspect of 
the game, according to Hu.

“It’s really easy to beat up on 
yourself when you make unforced 
errors, but I think we kept [our] 
cool. Tennis is 80 percent mental 
and 20 percent physical, it’s all 
about sort of knowing how to con-
trol yourself and knowing how to 
not doubt yourself because if you 
miss a point its really easy to go 
downhill. It’s so easy to collapse, 
you have to be able to control 
yourself and forget the past poin,” 
said Hu. 

Moving forward, Andover 
wants to continue to focus on 
doubles matches as they are often 
the deciding factoring, according 
to Lee.

“I think each of us want to 
work on more doubles tactics be-
cause in a lot of our matches, dou-
bles are the deciding match be-
cause it is two people on the court 
instead of one,” said Lee. 

Andover will face St. Pauls next 
Wednesday and looks to continue 
its undefeated streak. 

SARAH KARLEN

GIRLSTENNIS

Katherine Hu ’19  plays second seed for Andover Girls Tennis.
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Andover Water Polo Falls to 
Loomis, Williston, and Exeter

Eliza Sandell ’20 scored three of Andover’s five goals in the game against Exeter. 
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Andover Wins First Two 
Games of Season 

At the start of the sixth inning, 
Peter Ling ’20 dove into shallow 
left field and clenched the ball in 
the tip of his glove, securing third 
out and keeping Andover Base-
ball in the lead in its game against 
Bridgton Academy on Saturday.

LJ Keevan ’21 said, “Peter made 
a great play in left. It was a full-on 
dive and he caught it with a runner 
on. I was very happy he caught it, 
because if he didn’t, then a couple 
of runs would have scored [for the 
other team].”

After Ling’s catch, the team 
went on to defeat Bridgton 3-1. 

The team secured another win 
later in the week on Wednesday 
against Dexter 1-0 at home. Ac-
cording to Eric Giarnese ’21, An-

dover’s pitching proved to be the 
decisive factor in its win.

“On defense, the biggest thing 
was our pitching, Jackson Emus 
[’19] pitched really well. He 
pitched six innings, and LJ Keevan 
came in and closed out the sixth 
and the seventh inning. Both of 
them pitched outstanding. In the 
field we made a lot of really im-
portant plays. We kept opposing 
base runners left on base many 
times throughout the game pre-
venting Dexter from scoring,” said 
Giarnese ’21.

According to Giarnese, Emus’s 
momentum continued from the 
mound to the plate, where he 
scored the only run of the game. 

Giarnese said, “Jackson Emus 
was by far the standout player of 
the game. He had several strike-
outs on the mound. On offense, he 
drove in the only run of the game 
with an opposite field double of 
the left field wall. That was proba-
bly the best play of the game.”

Andover will face Belmont Hill 
away next Friday. 

Editor’s Note: Peter Ling is an 
Advertising Manager for The Phil-
lipian. 

KATIE MORRIS

BASEBALL

Jackson Emus ’19 plays pitcher and had nine strikeouts and an RBI dou-
ble against Dexter Southfield.
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Softball Nails Nobles 24-7

With Jacque Harrington ’20 
and Rachel Moore ’19 each hit-
ting two home runs each, Andover 
came out on top against Nobles 
with a 24-7 win. The team’s record 
now stands at 5-2.

Andover’s success was largely 
due to its strong start in the first 
inning, according to Emma Slibeck 
’20, a starting pitcher for the team. 
Also according to Slibek, the game 

entailed not only physical strength, 
but mental strength as well.

“I was really proud for everyone 
for how we [performed]. We were 
aggressive at the plate, and never 
let our lead or being behind bring 
us down or make us complacent,” 
said Slibeck.

According to Katie Morris ’21, 
the new roster this season has 
shifted the team dynamic dramat-
ically since last year.

“Everyone gets along really 
well. It’s nice because there are 
younger girls and older girls. Last 
year I used to be the youngest with 
a little bit of a different experience. 
Now I get to be the one that people 
can look up to, just in terms of be-

ing older. Which is nice, it’s a nice 
role step into,” said Morris.

Despite dealing with a slew of 
recent injuries, Andover’s players 
continue to foster a supportive and 
positive atmosphere, according to 
Haven O’Sullivan ’22.

Going forward, the team will 
focus on maintaining its momen-
tum throughout the entirety of the 
game and continuing to strengthen 
its team dynamic, according to Sli-
beck.

“We’re all gonna work on as a 
team as being energetic and loud 
and present,” said Slibeck.

Andover will face off against 
Governor’s on Friday.

CHRISTINE MICHAEL

SOFTBALL

Andover Loses After 
Allowing Three Goals 

in Final Three Minutes

As a Deerfield attacker ran 
with a clear line towards goal, 
Co-Captain Jo Caico ’19 rushed 
into the eight meter arc, causing 
her attacker to turn the ball over. 
Although this play began Ando-
ver’s transition upfield, the team 
went on to lose 9-10 to Deerfield 
after letting in three goals in the 
last three minutes of the game. 

The team also fell 5-13 to No-
bles on Saturday. The team’s re-
cord now stands at 1-3.

Before the Deerfield game, 
Andover worked on its transi-
tion offence and learned new 
defensive strategies to slow 
down the opponent, according 
to Abby Ryan ’21. 

“In practice on Monday, we 
were working on some 1 v. 1s 
from the midfield so that we 
can make more decisive moves 
on offense while keeping the 
pace of the game pretty fast, and 
[also] so that we can work on de-
fensive positioning,” Ryan wrote 
in an email to The Phillipian. 

Although the pace of the 
game against Deerfield was 
significantly faster than Ando-
ver’s previous games, the team 
had prepared for that as well, 
according to Jess Scott ’20 and 
Emily Smith ’21. 

Scott wrote in an email to The 
Phillipian, “We stayed composed 
throughout the majority of our 
game and came out strong from 
the beginning. We started off 
with a 4-1 lead and did a really 
good job of locking onto all of 
Deerfield’s mistakes and coming 

up with really good plays from 
them. The pace of the game was 
also faster and more intense 
than any of our games this sea-
son, and it showed in the score 
until the last couple of minutes.” 

Smith said, “Throughout the 
whole game, the team had a very 
high level of energy and intensi-
ty. In the last couple games, our 
coach expressed her concern for 
our energy right from the first 
whistle, and in this game, we 
were up a a couple points early 
in the game. In our practices, we 
spent a lot of time working on 
our transition, and for this game, 
the team really used what we 
worked on at practice.” 

The game against Deerfield 
enabled the team to understand 
the depth of its ability, according 
to Scott.

Scott wrote, “I learned that 
our team is capable of playing at 
a level that will challenge even 
the best teams in our league 
this season. I knew we had it in 
us, but I was so proud to see ev-
eryone pushing so hard to win a 
game we all knew we deserved. 
We were so willing to fight, and 
this game only reinforced that 
we’ll never give up no matter 
what the score is.”

Against Nobles, Andover con-
tinued to struggle with turn-
overs according to Abby Ryan 
’21. 

Ryan wrote, “There were a lot 
of unforced turnovers, especial-
ly in the beginning of the game, 
so we are working in practice on 
eliminating those. Sometimes 
the ball felt rushed in the attack-
ing end, so keeping our compo-
sure will be important, but we 
are also trying to speed-up the 
pace of the game.” 

However, Ryan noted that a 
highlight of the game was the 
four goals by Carly Kreytak ’20.

Andover looks to rebound this 
Friday against Dexter Southfield 
and this Saturday against Pin-
gree. 

PRESTON WHITEHURST

GIRLSLACROSSE

Boys Volleyball Crushes Wilbraham, 
Falls to Exeter

Adam Peters ’19 jumped up 
to spike the ball down on the 
other side of the court, win-
ning the point and helping ush-
er Andover Boys Volleyball to 
a 3-0 victory over Wilbraham 
on Saturday. The individual set 
scores were 25-14, 25-11, and 25-
18. Andover later fell to Phillips 
Exeter Academy on Wednes-
day 0-3. The team’s record now 
stands 2-1.

Leading up to the games, 
the team prepared new plays 
during practice, according to 
Erik Glover ’19.

Glover said, “We trained 
really hard in practice, we’ve 
been developing a couple plays. 
We’ve been working on a back-
one, also known as a ‘bone,’ so 
that’s pretty good. [Caleb Black-
burn-Johnson ’22] can do that 
well.”

On Saturday, the team main-
tained high energy and was able 
to serve and block well against 
Wilbraham’s tall middle hitter, 
according to Sebastian Lipstein 
’20 and Henrique Chamon ’21.

In an email to The Phillipian, 
Lipstein wrote, “We contained 
their 6’10 middle and had some 
good blocks on their outside 
hitter. Quite frankly, we were 
also the better team top to bot-
tom.”

Chamon added, “The other 
team had one seven-foot some-
thing player, and our main goal 
was just to maneuver around 
him… Our energy was just real-
ly good, our serving was really 
good, and we got a lot of aces. 

That just brought our ener-
gy up and we had a good spirit 
throughout the entire game.”

According to Chamon, Jef-
fery Du ’19 stood out for his of-
fensive hits from the left side.

Chamon said, “Jeff Du [is] a 
lefty, so he was able to get a lot 
of strong hits that are normally 
on the weak side for the rest of 
us. He was able to get in a lot of 
nice hits thanks to [Co-Captain 
Neil Simpson ’19] and [Shaw Xie 
’20] being great setters.”

Despite losing to Exeter, mul-
tiple players pushed through in-
juries and sickness to stop the 
opponent’s momentum during 

sets, according to Joe Kacergis 
’19.

In an email to The Phillipian, 
Kacergis wrote, “We really cap-
italized on our hidden weapons 
Jeff and [Vish Dhar ’19]. Jeff 
Du miraculously stepped in de-
spite his heroic battle against 
mono. Vish Dhar also managed 
to crawl onto court despite his 
recent injuries. Their ferocious 
energy definitely threw Exeter 
off their rhythm during runs in 
which we would sneak in 5-6 
points.”

On Saturday, the team will 
face Northfield Mount Hermon 
at home.

LILLIE COOPER

BOYSVOLLEYBALL

Boys Lacrosse Falls to
New Hampton in Overtime

With 15 seconds left on the 
clock, Brandon Reilly ’20 fired 
a shot into the back of the New 
Hampton net to send the game 
into overtime. Despite Reilly’s 
efforts, Andover Boys Lacrosse 
fell 9-8 to New Hampton on Sat-
urday. 

Andover lacked energy from 
the start on Saturday, according 
to Assistant Captain Sal Lupoli 
PG’19. 

“We came off the bus with no 
energy and when we play with 
high energy we are lethal, but 
we didn’t jump off the gate. I 
learned that energy can affect an 
entire game,” said Lupoli. 

Andover gave up a penalty in 
overtime putting it at a disad-
vantage. Moving forward, Ando-
ver needs to focus on maintain-
ing its discipline, according to 
Jed Heald ’20 and Mark Witt ‘20. 

“I think we just need to cap-
italize on the other team’s mis-
takes a little bit better, and we 
need to stand more disciplined 
as a team, not making as many 
mistakes. Especially when we 
had a penalty in overtime, that 
kind of cost us because we were 
starting with a man down,” said 
Heald.

Following its loss on Saturday, 
Andover took a break from tra-
ditional practice, and focused on 
character building through fit-
ness, according to Troy Pollock 

’21.  
“As our coach was saying to us 

[on Monday], all of our systems 
are really good. I think that we 
play as a team well sometimes, 
but we just can’t finish. We don’t 
have that last fourth quarter 
drive to put up goals on the oth-
er team and finish it,” said Pol-
lock. 

On Wednesday, Andover trav-
elled to Northfield Mount Her-
mon and was able to secure a 9-4 
win despite playing man-down 
for the majority of the game. The 
victory moved the team’s record 
to 2-2.

Witt said, “We learned today 
that as a team, we can’t worry 
about the referees or the other 
team because even if the refer-
ee makes a bad call or the other 
team makes a dirty play, we have 
to put our heads down and keep 
playing our way.”

According to Jack Fates ’22, 
the team has strong lacrosse 
fundamentals but needs to work 
on its play as a cohesive unit.

“We need to work on just 
playing as a team because there 
are moments where we do and 
there are also moments where 
we play selfish; and we don’t 
pass the ball and just try to shoot 
it for ourselves,” said Fates.

Andover will face Salisbury in 
a home game Saturday.

BOYSLACROSSE
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Caleb Blackburn-Johnson ’22 has had six solo blocks and two assists thus 
far in the season.

G.GLOVER/THE PHILLIPIAN

Andover

Nobles

5

13

Co-Captain Meghan Ward ’19 plays attack and has been a member of the 
team for four years.
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Conor Zachar ’19 has been a mem-
ber of the team since his Junior year.
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Despite starting off with 
a strong lead, Andover Boys 
Crew ultimately fell to Salis-
bury and Brookline this Satur-
day.  

Andover’s B1 boat placed 
3rd at 4:41.1 behind Salis-
bury (4:27.1) and Brookline 
(4:38.2), while Andover’s B2 
placed third at 5:05.7 behind 
Salisbury (4:58.5) and Brook-
line (4:50.1), and Andover’s B3 
placed second at 5:18.8 behind 
Brookline (5:06.1) and ahead 
of Salisbury (5:50.8)

According to Henry Hearle 
’20, this loss resulted from a 
poor settle and stroke rate.

Hearle said, “This was a 
good race against Salisbury. 

Although the results weren’t 
ideal, we executed what we 
worked on during the last prac-
tice, which were our starts. Af-
ter the first 50 strokes we were 
ahead but then we couldn’t 
settle so they took seats on 
us, once we finally got to race 
pace we tried our best to keep 
Salisbury from continuing to 
extend their lead.”

While disappointing, this 
kind of performance is to be 
expected this early in the sea-
son, according to Zev Barden 
’20.

“This race is a typical first 
for our program, as we are a 
team that gains most of our 
speed across the season. As 
we build our endurance and 
technique we become a more 
and more competitive team. 
I think that by the end of the 

season we will be one of the 
faster crews going to New En-
gland’s. “

This week, the team will 
focus on strengthening its en-
durance, according to Hearle.

Hearle said, “This week we 
will focus on longer endur-
ance pieces so when the race 
comes on Saturday we will 
not burn out like we did with 
Salisbury and Brookline. We 
are also changing the struc-
ture of our 6-minute erg piec-
es so that each grade is com-
peting against one another for 
the most PRs in meters rowed, 
participation, and overall me-
ters covered. This will be a 
way to push ourselves even 
further.”

Andover will face off against 
Kent this Saturday.

BOYSCREW

SEBASTIAN LIPSTEIN

G1 and G2 Beat Brookline in First Race

After building a five-seat 
lead at the start, Andover’s G1 
boat continued to push ahead 
throughout the race, finishing 
with ten strong strokes, accord-
ing to Mia Levy ’21. The race 
concluded a successful day for 
Andover as the team’s G1 and G2 
boats each won against Brookline 
in the season opener. 

Prior to the race, the team had 
encountered much wind in prac-
tice, which proved beneficial as 
the wind picked up before the 
G1 start on race day, according to 
Levi. 

“The wind usually affects the 
set of the boat, and I think our 
set felt really strong. At the end, 
in the last 500 [meters], the wind 
picked up a little bit more be-
cause we were in an open area on 
the water...It was rocky for a few 
strokes, and then Sofia [Garcia 
’21], our coxswain, had a couple 
really good calls that kind of got 
us back in it and we started walk-

ing on the other boat a little bit 
more,” said Levy. 

The race was held in Salisbury, 
Conn., which proved a good op-
portunity to practice on a course 
besides the one at home, accord-
ing to Claire Brady ’20.

According to Co-Captain Ina 
Li ’19,  though it was not the most 
challenging race, the Brookline 
win initiated the team’s momen-
tum for the rest of the season. 

Li said, “Brookline usually 
isn’t one of our top competitors, 
though, so I think there is defi-
nitely room for improvement. 
In terms of G3, a lot of them 
were new people, so hopefully 
throughout the season they will 
get more comfortable racing. For 
a lot of them, it was their first 
race. A lot of them said they felt 
good, so hopefully throughout 
the season as we get more prac-
tice racing, they will feel better.”

The team has been focusing on 
drill-work and race workouts to 
get accustomed to racing, accord-
ing to Levy. Li believes that this 
race was an opportunity to eval-

uate what the team needs to im-
prove as it prepares to face Kent 
on Saturday.

“Especially at some of the 
higher ratings, it got more frantic, 
definitely less control, but there 
were a lot of really good moments 
in the race. With more practice at 
some of those higher ratings and 
at race pace, it will definitely just 
get better with practice,” said Li.

Next week, Andover Girls 
Crew will face Kent at an away 
race. 

According to Levy and Brady, 
Kent is a challenging opponent, 
but the team has confidence to 
repeat last year’s G1 win, which 
was the first time the team had 
defeated Kent in eight years. 

Brady said, “The Kent race last 
year was phenomenal and a su-
per exciting way to kick-off the 
beginning of the season, so I hope 
that we have the same mentality 
and energy going into the race, 
knowing that it will be really dif-
ficult, but having confidence in 
ourselves to own up to that chal-
lenge.”

ABBY RYAN

GIRLSCREW

Girls Track and Field 
Wins Season Opener 

Against Andover High

Lillie Cooper ’21 crossed the 
finish line with a time of 58.84 
seconds, securing the win for An-
dover in the 400-Meter Dash. On 
Saturday, Andover Girls Track & 
Field came out victorious against 
Andover High School in its season 
opener. Andover placed first in 9 of 
the 17 events and won 81-64.

Cooper was additionally part 
of the winning team for the 
4x400-Meter Relay along with Sa-
die Cheston-Harris ’20, Tessa Con-
rardy ’20, and Isabel Torio ’21. 

Cheston-Harris said, “While 
I was running the 4x400-Meter 
Relay, it was really great and help-
ful to have everyone on the team 
cheering for me as I was on the fi-
nal 100-Meter straightaway. They 
were doing so for every member 
of our relay team which was really 
motivating.”

Andover also had strong per-
formances in field events, placing 
first in the triple jump, javelin, and 
discus. Serena Liu ’19 had distanc-
es of 88.04 feet and 105.04 feet in 
the discus and javelin, putting up 
season records. 

Going forward, the team hopes 
to improve upon its team spirit and 
continue working hard with every 
practice, according to Myra Bhath-
ena ’22 and Cheston-Harris.

“By next meet I hope we will 
have a lot more people cheering 
each other on so we can feel more 
in unison and more like a singular, 
cohesive team. I think we just need 
to continue along the track that we 
are currently on, and keep consis-
tently improving,” Bhathena said. 

Cheston-Harris added, “In our 
next meet, we really want to build 
off of the energy that we had from 
our first meet, and hopefully that 
motivates us and pushes us for the 
next one. We were really lucky to 
have experienced a great first meet 
because having times is really im-
portant in terms of setting goals 
in the future. Looking forward we 
definitely want to perform well at 
Interschols which is the last event 
of the season, so we are always 
looking to work towards that.” 

Andover will travel to Taft this 
Saturday to compete in its first tri-
meet against Taft and Deerfield.

Editor’s Note: Tessa Conrardy is 
the President of The Phillipian.

NICOLE LEE

GIRLSTRACK&FIELD

Andover

Andover High

81

64

Strong Start Not Enough for Andover

Sadie Cheston-Harris ’20 won first place in the 800m Dash with a time of 
2:27.14.
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Rich with history, excitement, 
and magnitude, the Masters at 
Augusta National serves as the 
premier golf tournament on the 
PGA Tour. One of four golf major 
championships, the Masters com-

mands a certain prestige indelible 
in the hearts and minds of golf-
ers and fans alike. Tiger Woods, 
Jack Nicklaus, Arnold Palmer, and 
Phil Mickelson, all golf legends 
in their own right, rank among 
previous champions to adorn the 
famed green jacket. Marketed as 
a “tradition unlike any other,” the 
Masters has offered revered veter-
ans, as well as young challengers, 
the chance to seek ultimate glory. 
History seems to repeat itself in 
the present, as renowned veteran 
golfers such as Tiger Woods and 
Phil Mickelson vie against young 
trailblazers, such as Rickie Fowler 
and Jordan Spieth, for the vaunted 
green jacket. In the struggle be-
tween youth and age, experience 
and novelty, there can be only one 
champion at Augusta National 
come Sunday: Tiger Woods. 

While the competitive field is 
rife with youthful talent, I believe 
that Woods will once again ascend 
to golf’s upper echelon. Currently 
in the midst of a spirited come-
back, Woods has slowly reclaimed 
his status as a formidable compet-
itor. A 14-time major and 4-time 
Masters champion, Woods is no 
stranger to pressure or scrutiny. 
Held in high esteem as one of the 
most electrifying, and skilled golf-
ers of all time, Tiger plays his best 
golf under the brightest of lights. 
What makes him such an enticing 
pick to win the Masters this year, 
however, is not just his gaudy lega-
cy, but rather his recent drastic im-
provement in hs play . Placing in 
the top ten of the 2018 U.S. Open 
field, second in the PGA Champi-
onship, as well as winning the Tour 
Championship, Woods has un-

dergone a rebirth. Once mired by 
back injuries and personal issues, 
Woods has officially returned, put-
ting together a stellar year-and-a-
half of golf. While Woods is clearly 
not the revolutionary player he 
once was, he still is a threat to win 
at most tournaments.

When examining Woods’ year 
statistically, one can surmise that 
Woods has actually improved 
upon his weaknesses. Traditional-
ly weaker with his driver, Woods 
in 2019 is top-10 in strokes gained 
tee to the green (a metric that in-
dicates strokes gained by any shot 
from the tee and fairway; positive 
numbers indicate strokes lost, 
which is desirable), and places 
fourth in the Greens in Regulation 
metric (calculated based on how 
may strokes it takes a player to 
reach the green, different for par 3, 
4, 5). Woods’ solid analytical mea-
sures seem to indicate the makings 
of a player poised to excel. Woods, 
already with a strong putting 
game and now with a satisfactory 
driving game, has filled in some of 
the glaring gaps in his play. In con-
currence with Woods’ favorable 
statistics, his intangible assets also 
qualify him to be a potential Mas-
ters champion. On the perpetrat-
ing end of one of the greatest golf 
moments of all time, the title at 
the 2005 Masters (which he won), 
Woods possesses the mettle need-
ed to triumph over the course at 
Augusta National. Having played 
21 Masters tournaments, and play-
ing through the weekend in 20 
of them, Woods knows every hill 
and gully, every sand trap, and ev-
ery green. His experience affords 
him an experiential advantage 
that players seldom have. He was 
winning the Masters when Jordan 

Spieth and Rory McIlroy were in 
grade school.

Victory will not be easy for 
Woods. He will face golf’s bright-
est stars, each reluctant to relin-
quish their position to a weathered 
legend. Golfers such as Jordan 
Spieth, Rory McIlroy, Rickie Fowl-
er, Jason Day and many other 
golfers in their prime all have a 
green jacket in their sights. Many 
in the field have triumphed at ma-
jors before, and Woods should be 
wary of these battle-tested talents. 
Ultimately, tournaments like the 
Masters come down to mental for-
titude in the face of an onslaught 
of staunch competition, and a 
difficult course. Stats matter, of 
course, but experience can trump 
raw talent, regardless of strokes 
gained or proximity to the hole 
(common golf evaluation metrics). 
Through his play leading up to this 
weekend, Woods has exhibited his 
propensity for success and victory. 
Amidst burgeoning young talent, 
Woods stands alone. Prominent 
golf outlets such as GolfDigest 
have publicly doubted his ascen-
sion and drive, but no one can 
doubt that when it really counts, 
Woods will rise to the occasion. 
He will fight unabashed and ruth-
less, and will beat the McIlroys, 
the Spieths, and the Fowlers of the 
tournament. I choose Woods to 
emerge victorious this weekend at 
Augusta National for his tenacity, 
excellence, experience, and most 
of all, absolute resolution. Just as 
the Masters, year after year is a 
“tradition unlike any other,” Ti-
ger Woods is an athlete unlike any 
other.

With the college basketball 
season and March Madness just 
ending, it is a prime moment for 
discussion surrounding wheth-
er or not college athletes should 
get paid. With the title game be-
tween Texas Tech and Virginia 
drawing in 20 million viewers, 
I believe college sports have be-
come prominent enough to begin 
paying student-athletes.

To truly understand why col-
lege athletes should be paid, I 
believe it is necessary to start 
thinking of the NCAA as a busi-
ness rather than simply colle-
giate athletics. According to 
Forbes, the NCAA currently pro-
duces nearly $11 Billion yearly 
from college sports, more than 
the estimated revenue of both 
the NBA and the NHL. Further-
more, athletes’ success also con-
tributes to marketing colleges 
nationally, improving application 
rates and the caliber of students 
admitted. When Boston College 
quarterback Doug Flutie won the 
Heisman Trophy in 1984, Boston 
College’s undergraduate applica-

tions increased significantly and 
its average SAT score of Fresh-
men skyrocketed by 11 points, in 
what is called “The Flutie Effect,” 
according to College Express. 
Being a student-athlete is basi-
cally a full-time job, as according 
to “The Washington Post,” the 
average Division I college foot-
ball player devotes 43.3 hours 
per week to their sport, 3.3 hours 
more than the typical American 
worker. Additionally, the NCAA’s 
own tournament schedules forc-
es college athletes to miss classes 
for nationally televised games. 

NCAA basketball players ded-
icate their college lives to the 
sport like it is their profession, 
even though most of them won’t 
make it to the NBA, and are for-
gotten after March Madness. 
As stated by the NCAA website, 
the chance of a NCAA senior 
basketball player being drafted 
is less than 1.3 percent, or one 
player for every 5 schools. Af-
ter being forced by the rigorous 
NCAA schedule to spend most 
of their time in college training 
and playing instead of focusing 
on academics, the athletes don’t 
have much to fall back onto. This 
especially affects players who 
sustain horrific injuries, such as 
Auburn’s Chuma Okeke, whose 
NBA draft stock decreased great-
ly after tearing his ACL in the 
Sweet 16 against Kentucky. De-
spite all the money athletes bring 
in for the NCAA, they are used 
as an unpaid workforce that only 
gets a tease of the rich business 
of basketball. 

As it becomes clear that 
NCAA athletes are exploited in 
the lucrative industry of sports, I 
believe there are similarities be-
tween college basketball and the 

wealth gap in American econom-
ics. According to the Huffington 
Post, the average college basket-
ball coach and NCAA executive 
makes about $1 million per year. 
Yet the players get nothing de-
spite doing the “real” work. If 
you think of basketball beyond 
just a game, I believe there is a 
great disparity in terms of mon-
ey between the people at the top: 
the NCAA executives and college 
administrations, and those at the 
bottom: the athletes. Recent-
ly, the NCAA and CBS signed a 
14-year, $10.8 billion television 
agreement, even though the 
NCAA is considered a non-prof-
it, sending more money to the 
small percentage at the top who 
control the teams, while keeping 
the workforce unpaid.

Although I believe the solu-
tion to this problem is paying 
the athletes, it is not as straight-
forward as one might think. For-
mer NCAA vice president Oliver 
Luck once said, “paychecks and 
the opportunity to do an auto-
graph signing, or an endorsement 
would distract campus athletes 
from what’s really important, 
which is the educational compo-
nent.” My solution to this prob-
lem is to set an equal wage for ev-
ery player and let the market for 
their sport determine their value, 
while still preventing athletes 
from doing endorsements. This 
wouldn’t take away from an ath-
lete’s education, as there would 
be no endorsement distractions, 
and it would also encourage 
players to stay in college longer 
to make more money. The pro-
cess of paying the athletes would 
also act as more of an insurance, 
with the athletes being paid once 
they decide to finish college. An-

other one of 
the main concerns of pay-
ing college student-ath-
letes is commercializing 
amateur sports and giving 
kids access to a luxurious 
amount of money while in 
college. By giving athletes 
money upon graduation, 
even if their college careers 
weren’t successful, it would 
insure their future instead 
of leaving them with noth-
ing for the work they put in.

While watching March 
Madness, it stuck with me 
throughout tournament 
how so many seniors on the 
benches of losing teams, 
whether they played or not, 
covered their head with a 
towel and cried after what 
was most likely their final 
game of college basketball. As 
I saw the same scene after ev-
ery game, something just felt 
off about what was ahead for 
these athletes. It felt wrong 
that these players received noth-
ing, despite all the work they put 
in. I believe that paying these 

athletes is the least NCAA can 
do to reciprocate them for giving 
their all to the game. 

SPORTS OPINION

Compensating College Athletes

ETHAN WEISSMAN

Down Two Starters, Andover Sweeps Taft

Down 4-2 in the second set 
against his Taft opponent, Mac 
Katkavich ’21 rallied to defeat 
his opponent, capping off an 
Andover Boys Tennis 7-0 sweep 
against Taft on Saturday. Ando-
ver’s record now stands at 2-0 
to begin the season.

Against Taft, Andover was 
missing two of its players which 
caused the lineup. Katkavich, 
who typically plays fifth seed, 
played fourth for the match.

According to third seed 
Co-Captain Sean Kralik ’19, 
who normally plays fourth seed 
in singles, and first seed Hayden 

Gura ’20, the win was the re-
sult of high concentration and 
strong team bonds. 

“We feel great,” said Kralik. 
“We won pretty convincingly 
and all of them were straight 
sets. We feel like we can beat 
anyone and it’s just important to 
stay focused and stay on task.” 

Gura added, “I wouldn’t say 
there were any stand-out per-
formances. It was really a team 
effort and we all were able to 
contribute massively. It was a 
real confidence booster for the 
team.”

According to fifth seed Hud-
son Elegant ’21, who won his 
singles match with scores of 
6-2 and 6-0 this win is a sign for 
good things to come.

“[A winning record] is big for 
us. I think it really shows how 
good we are and how good we 
can become, because we always 
have room to improve in terms 

of our conditioning, skill, and 
strategy, and it’s still early in the 
season,” said Elegant.

With injuries plaguing some 
of Andover’s players, the team’s 
sweep against Taft was a true 
testament to the team’s ability 
and depth, according to second 
seed Aidan Burt ’21, who was 
one of the injured players.

“Against Taft, I didn’t play 
and neither did [sixth seed] 
Adam [Mofid ’20] and we are 
two of the top six in our start-
ing lineup, which is a signifi-
cant disadvantage against any 
school. But especially to sweep 
Taft like we did, without me and 
Adam, it was great to show that 
we have a lot of depth and we 
can still win even without our 
normal starting players,” said 
Burt.

Andover will face Milton at 
home on Friday. 

LUCAS KIM

BOYSTENNIS

Andover

Taft

7

0

Aidan Burt ’21 plays first seed and has held the position since his Junior 
year. 
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Out of the Woods
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Andover Loses Two, 
Wins One

Puru Sankar ’20 dove into 
the air, intercepting a disc and 
successfully blocking his op-
ponent from making the catch. 
On Saturday, Andover faced 
off against North Hampton 
and then Northfield Mount 
Hermon, winning its game 
against North Hampton 13-5 
and losing its second against 
NMH 6-12. The team’s record 
now stands at 3-1. 

Despite the loss against 
NMH, the team gained confi-
dence from its strong perfor-
mance and ability to put up a 
strong fight in tough winds, 
according to Lucas Kim ’21 
and Sebastian Romero ’20.

Kim said, “I thought we did 
pretty well playing against the 
zone. It was also pretty windy, 
so I think we did a good job 
adjusting to the wind. We also 
showed a lot of heart and ef-
fort laying out for discs, and 
taking advice from coaches 
and captains in between the 
games.”

Romero added, “For our 
first game, having not played 
before, we played very well 
as a team, and I feel like there 
was no disappointment in that. 
Things just kind of clicked and 
we won the first game, but at 
the end of the day we had a lit-
tle difficulty because we were 
tired since it was our second 
game, and I think that defi-
nitely impacted our perfor-
mance.” 

Throughout the weekend, 
Co-Captains Isaiah Lee ’19 
and Chris Ward ’19 had strong 

presences on the field, despite 
injuries preventing them from 
finishing the NMH game, ac-
cording to Kim and Kameron 
Saalfrank ’21. 

Kim said, “In the second 
game, Isaiah, [one of our 
Co-Captain], went down with 
a thumb injury, and Chris 
Ward, our other [Co-Captain], 
went down with calf cramps, 
so we lost both of them during 
our second game. That was 
a little hard, but overall I 
thought it was a good team ef-
fort.”

“Everybody had great plays 
throughout the game, but two 
players that made an impact 
whenever they were on the 
field were Co-Captain Chris 
Ward and Lucas Kim. Chris 
made himself known as a deep 
threat and was one of the play-
ers who found the end zone 
the most frequently. When Lu-
cas was one on one with a disc 
in the air, he almost always 
came down with the disc,” 
continued Saalfrank. 

On Wednesday, Andover 
faced Newton North away, 
which resulted in a 7-14 loss. 
Sankar helped the team by ad-
vancing the disc despite more 
strongs winds, which helped 
the team to battle back, ac-
cording to Kim.  

Kim said, “The game was 
pretty close in the beginning, 
but we made some careless 
mistakes on both sides of the 
disc and the game got away 
from us. We made a nice come-
back effort near the end but it 
was a case of too late, too lit-
tle. As a team, I think we did 
a great job of playing against 
their zone defense. We made 
sure to keep the desk moving 
and into open areas. Obvi-
ously, there’s always a lot we 
can take away from a loss, we 
have to work on throwing in 
the wind and making sure to 
communicate with each other, 
especially during transitions.” 

Andover will face St. John’s 
Prep at home this Wednesday. 

PHOEBE BICKS

ULTIMATE

Boys Track Falls to Andover High

Finishing with a time of 11.17 
seconds, Kareem Hill ’19 crossed 
the finish line in unison with his 
Andover High School competi-
tor, tying for first place and set-
ting a new personal record in the 
100-Meter Dash. Despite Hill’s 
performance, Andover Boys 
Track & Field went on to lose to 
Andover High 74-62 on Saturday. 
Its record now stands at 0-1. 

Despite coming up short, the 
team put forth a strong perfor-
mance in its season opener, ac-
cording to Alex Fleury ’20.

“We started off the season 
really well in terms of having a 
lively team with people cheering 
on, especially in events where we 
only had one person participat-
ing.,” said Fleury.

According to Owen Glover ’19, 
the team is looking to polish its 

outdoor-specific events and re-
lays.

“This early in the season, it’s 
pretty clear we have a lot of work 
to do on our relay teams and oth-
er events like the triple jump that 
aren’t a part of the indoor season,” 
Glover said.

“I think an area where the 
team could really improve based 
on yesterday is probably our hur-
dles. I think that Andover High 
won the hurdles and that might 
have been a big area where we 
lost points. And the high jump,” 
added Fleury.

A large part of the team’s suc-
cess can be attributed to the mo-
tivation and support provided by 
the coaches and the captains, ac-
cording to Fleury and Glover.

“[Captain] Josh [Thomas ’19] 
actually sent us an email the night 
before or the morning of the meet 
just saying that today is the day, 
time to get psyched, first meet of 
the season. He kind of pumped us 
up. It was really nice to see that 
because it really got my mind fo-
cused on the meet and got me ex-
cited for my events,” Fleury said. 

“All of our coaches have a huge 

influence on us since they each 
specialize in specific events,” 
Glover added.

Andover’s next meet is at Taft 
this Saturday.

ABBY RYAN

BOYSTRACK&FIELD

Andover Contends with 
Strong Winds and

Strong Competition

This past Saturday, Yeetang 
Kwok ’20, a member of the 
Andover Golf Team, scored 
a minus one in his front nine 
against Tabor. Playing two 
birdies, one bogey, and 6 pars, 
Kwok put forth a strong per-
formance for Andover. Despite 
Kwok’s efforts, Andover lost to 
Tabor in match play 7.5-4.5. 

Match conditions on the 
Kittansett golf course, a top 
100 course in the country, 
were difficult, according to 
team captain Harry Choi ’19. 
Strong coastline gusts and 
winds heightened the degree 
of difficulty considerably. 

Choi said, “The wind forced 
us to make smart decisions in 
how we play[ed] our shots, 
such as [the decision of ] tra-
jectory, because if you were to 
hit a high ball in that wind, the 
ball would go nowhere.” 

Despite the loss, the 
match showcased the team’s 
strengths, according to Choi. 

He said, “We played a tough 
Tabor squad on their home 
course, which is always diffi-

cult because we aren’t as fa-
miliar with that course, but 
I thought we all grinded our 
matches out and kept fighting 
and keeping a positive atti-
tude.” 

In practice this week, the 
team looked to build upon 
their perseverance against 
Tabor. According to Choi, the 
team continues focus on the 
controllables.

Choi said, “If [we] take care 
of the little things, the big 
things will take care of them-
selves and [we will] all be 
ready to go.”

This Wednesday, the team 
competed in a special tri-
match against Governor’s 
and Phillips Exeter Academy. 
The first segment tri-match 
was held at the Indian Ridge 
Course in North Andover. The 
teams will play at Exeter’s 
Course on May 11 and at Gov-
ernor’s on May 15. 

Andover currently stands 10 
strokes behind Exeter and 20 
strokes ahead of Governors. 
According to Ronit Gupta ’20 
Andover hopes to further im-
prove their playing style.

“We need to work on stay-
ing consistent and hitting 
smart shots,” said Gupta. 

Andover will face Belmont 
Hill on Thursday. 

PREM PRABHAKAR
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Ben Eckman ’19 was inspired to start playing Ultimate after watching 
YouTuber Brodie Smith do frisbee trick shots in his videos.

R.PREM/THE PHILLIPIAN

Alexander Oder ’21 is the only 
boys athlete scheduled for four 
events this coming weekend.

M.ZHANG/THE PHILLIPIAN
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Henry Rogers

Jake Bedell

Sawyer Moody ’19 “Makes it Happen” On the Field

Co-Captain Sawyer Moody 
’19 has been playing lacrosse 
since the age of two, follow-
ing in the steps of his fa-
ther, who also played in high 
school. According to Moody, 
his love for the sport stems 
from his ability to come 
up with new, unique plays 
during the games.

“My favorite part is prob-
ably the room for creativity. 
A lot of sports [are] too fast 
– you can’t really think about 
what you might want to do 
during the next play, but you 
get a lot of time in lacrosse, 

especially myself as an at-
tacking-mid. When the ball is 
on the defensive side, you get 
time to think and talk to your 
teammates, and I appreci-
ate the creativity that comes 
with that,” said Moody.

Since joining the team 
as a new Lower, Moody has 
learned to value camaraderie 
and support within a team.

Moody said, “One of the 
biggest things that I’ve prob-
ably learned is the impor-
tance of helping your team-
mates out. When I was a 
[Lower], our captain was an 
[Upper], Larson Tolo [’18], 
and even as [an Upper] he 
was always picking up the 
Seniors when they were get-
ting upset about results of 
games or what not. So as long 
as you’re helping one another 
out, it helps a lot in the pro-
gram.”

According to Assistant 
Co-Captains Henry Rog-
ers ’19 and Sal Lupoli PG’19, 
Moody carries the team with 
his composure on the field, 
which allows him to make 
crucial plays during games.

Rogers said, “Sawyer plays 
with the kind of composure 
and skill that’s incredibly 
rare and really valuable to 
any team. You can always 
count on him, not only to run 
the offense the way we want 

to and execute everything ex-
actly how it’s supposed to be 
executed, but also to come up 
with the sort of improvised 
and highlight-reel plays that 
gets everyone fired up and 
that show just how great and 
effective a player he really 
is.”

Lupoli said, “Whenever 
Sawyer gets a ball, he’s going 
to make a play, so you can al-
ways count on him…Whenev-
er you need someone to make 
a big play or if we’re down 
by a goal or we need some-
thing big to happen, you get 
the ball in Sawyer’s hand and 
he’ll make that happen.”

Moody’s knowledge of the 
game and high level of play 
motivates his teammates 
to improve their individu-
al skills, according to Ryan 
Twomey ’19.

Twomey said, “[Sawyer is] 
such an elite player and plays 
at such a high level that my-
self and my teammates try 
to follow his lead by upping 
our own games. Through the 
first couple games, especial-
ly in our game against Riv-
ers, Sawyer put the team on 
his back and scored multiple 
clutch goals which motivated 
all of us.”

As Captain, Moody has en-
joyed helping newer players 
adjust to the team and mak-

ing close connections with 
all of his teammates.

Moody said, “Being a 
Captain, there’s a lot of pa-
tience you have to have; you 
deal with a lot of questions 
because of the uncertainty 
that comes with being new. 
Of course, I remember being 
new and asking my captain 
a lot of questions, and that’s 
the responsibility you have 
when you’re in a leadership 
role. My favorite part is defi-
nitely the ease with which 
you get to meet everybody at 
the beginning of the year, be-
cause you’re the captain and 
people will want to introduce 
themselves to you. When 
that happens, you get to open 
up real new connections that 
you wouldn’t have necessari-
ly made.”

According to Mike Tran-
naca ’20 and Rogers, Moody 
leads through his effort and 
positive energy, which in-
spires the team both on and 
off the field.

In an email to The Phillipi-
an, Trannaca wrote, “Sawyer 
brings a lot of great qualities 
to the team as captain. He is 
our hardest worker, while 
also setting the best exam-
ple to lead by on and off the 
field.”

Rogers said, “[Sawyer is] 
always the first guy to lift 

his teammates up and get 
them going. Everyone on the 
team loves him and he’s real-
ly good at motivating people 
to work their hardest and to 
play the best that they can. 
He’s someone that everyone 
on the team, and especially 
the younger guys, can count 
on to lead us and have our 
backs on and off the field.”

Moody hopes to use his 
leadership role as a way to in-
fluence younger members on 
the team for years to come.

Moody said, “I have a lot 
of personal goals in terms of 
how I want to be as a leader 
and how I want to produce, 
but I’d say the biggest goal I 
have is probably, for all the 
young guys, I want to make 
sure I’m a really strong lead-
er for them because since we 
have such a young team, I 
think it’s really important for 
the Andover Lacrosse cul-
ture that they look at me and 
take what I’ve tried to give to 
them and what I’ve tried to 
instill in them and keep that 
going within Andover La-
crosse.”

Captain Feature

LILLIE COOPER

BOYSLACROSSE
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Captain Sawyer Moody ’19 has 
been playing lacrosse since he was 
two years old.

Assistant Captain Sal 
Lupoli PG ’19 Embodies 

“Non Sibi” Spirit

Despite this being his first 
and only year at Andover, 
Post-Graduate Sal Lupoli ’19 
was nominated as Assistant 
Captain upon earning a posi-
tion on the team. Lupoli has 
played lacrosse for the past 
twelve years as a center mid-
fielder, and first began play-
ing in second grade after be-
coming bored with T-ball.

Lupoli said, “I just played 
T-ball, but I quickly realized 
that I wanted something a lit-
tle more, so I decided to play 
lacrosse and I just fell in love 
with it. For me, I decided to 
[take a Post-Graduate year] 
because I definitely thought 
that I needed another year of 
school to get ready for college, 
but also for sports like foot-
ball and lacrosse—just having 
another year to get bigger, 
faster, and stronger.”

Lupoli is known for being a 
selfless teammate and putting 
the needs of the team first, ac-
cording to Jon Krikorian ’21 
and Captain Sawyer Moody 
’19. 

Krikorian said, “He works 
well with the other captains, 
especially because he is a big 
Non Sibi guy. He’s all about 
joining, and he never making 
any decisions on his own. He 
always does everything for 
the greater good.”

According to Moody, Lup-
oli is a skilled motivator and 
is able to uplift his teammates 
with ease.

“Sal is a very good emo-
tional leader. He always 
knows what to say, and there 
have been multiple instances 
where kids are really down 
about their spot on the team, 
or how they’ve been play-
ing, and I’ve seen Sal literally 
pick them up with a matter of 
words. He is such a good in-
fluence on our team and I’m 
so happy he is an assistant 
captain,” said Moody. 

Lupoli leads his teammates 
by example by balancing mo-
tivating his teammates with 

his personal skill as a lacrosse 
player, according to Jayme 
Wilde ’21, Jake Jordan ’20, 
and Moody. 

Wilde said, “Sal is a great 
leader because he picks his 
head up after every play, 
whether it is right or wrong. 
He doesn’t dwell on the past. 
He’s really good at playing 
short stick defense, and he’s 
very good at taking faceoffs as 
well. He motivates everyone 
and really gets us all going.

“Sal carries himself with 
poise and honor. This is re-
flected on and off the field 
in all that he does. No matter 
how dire the situation may be, 
Lupoli holds himself to high 
standards and never fails to 
fall below that level. His per-
sonable and friendly person-
ality makes it easy to relate 
and look up to him,” added 
Jordan.

Moody continued, “I would 
say Sal has clearly been a 
Captain before… I think one 
of his best qualities is being 
able to take what he is learned 
through all of his experiences 
at his previous schools and 
wrap that up and put it in the 
scope of Andover, and per-
fect his leadership craft. He 
doesn’t judge, he’s very un-
derstanding of who you are 
as a person, and he takes it 
and lays that on top of what 
he wants to instill in you in 
sports. So he does a great job 
meshing personal life with 
athletic culture.”

The relationships Lupoli 
has formed with other mem-
bers of his team make the 
sport especially enjoyable, ac-
cording to Lupoli. 

Lupoli said, “My favorite 
thing about lacrosse at An-
dover has definitely been the 
guys. They’re all really good 
people and I love being around 
them. It is awesome working 
with other captains. Sawyer 
and [Assistant Captain] Hen-
ry Rogers [’19] are two great 
guys, and me coming in as a 
[Post-Graduate], just a new 
kid in the school, they got me 
to fit right in with some of the 
other lacrosse guys.”

Besides hoping to win as 
many games as possible and 
the make it to the cham-
pionships, Lupoli looks to 
strengthen the team dynamic 
and improve everyone’s fit-
ness so each individual player 
is able to play all four quarters 
by the end of the season. 

Lupoli said, “I think a good 
goal to achieve by the end of 
the season would be to play a 
full four quarters of a team, of 
our team. We play really hard 
as it is, but together as a team 
I think if all of our guys are 
working together, we could 
have a pretty lethal team.”

Assistant Captain Feature

PHOEBE BICKS

Assistant Captain Henry Rogers ’19 
Works to Foster Team Chemistry

After picking up lacrosse 
for the first time in seventh 
grade and playing on JV for 
his first two years at Ando-
ver, Assistant Captain Henry 
Rogers ’19 earned a sport on 
Andover Boys Lacrosse as an 
Upper last year. 

According to Rogers, he 
had only played lacrosse ca-
sually until he arrived at An-
dover, and up until his Upper 
year, didn’t plan on being 
Varsity.

“Larson Tolo [’18], who 
was my Proctor and also one 
of the Co-Captains last year, 
motivated me to try out for 
Varsity team and to try and 
get better to compete on the 
varsity level,” said Rogers.

Although Rogers’ primary 
athletic focus at Andover has 
been Andover Boys Soccer, of 

which he was Co-Captain of 
this fall, his teammates and 
the competition of lacrosse 
always keep him occupied 
and motivated during the 
season.

“My teammates are the 
reason why I love sports,” 
said Rogers. “Even though 
lacrosse is my second sport, 
and even though I’m defi-
nitely not the best player out 
there, I love being part of the 
team, the competitiveness, 
and the camaraderie that we 
have here.”

According to Jayme Wil-
de ’21, Rogers has really em-
braced his role as a motiva-
tional and skillful leader on 
the field.

“On the field, he’s excels at 
playing short-stick defense 
and he’s super reliable,” said 
Wilde. “We all know that 
whenever he has the ball, 
we can trust him to make big 
plays for us.”

Troy Pollock ’21 added, 
“He’s willing to do anything 
and he exceeds at everything 
he does. He’s gonna go out 
and prove people wrong, he’s 
always surprising people.”

According to Rogers, the 
key to successful teamwork 
is to constantly build rela-
tionships with teammates 
outside of lacrosse.

“We’ll hang out with each 
other after practice every 
day. We’ll eat dinner as a 
team after practices and eat 
breakfast before our Satur-
day games. It’s just all about 
hanging out with each oth-
er on and off the field to es-
tablish those connections so 

that when you do get on the 
field, you have the kind of 
chemistry you want to make 
the game go smoother,” said 
Rogers.

According to Wilde, Rog-
ers’ attitude off the field 
exemplifies what a leader 
should be and his affability 
makes him an exemplary role 
model.

“He’s a really good person 
to hang out with. He’s always 
willing to hang out and talk 
so it’s a lot of fun to be able to 
have that kind of relationship 
with him,” said Wilde. 

He continued, “He’s a 
great person to look up to 
because no matter what’s 
happening he’ll always be fo-
cused on the task at hand and 
be an example to the younger 
players.”

Despite some losses ear-
ly in the season, Rogers be-
lieves that the team has great 
potential no matter what its 
record might say.

“We got a good win against 
Hotchkiss and we had two 
tough overtime losses. I 
think in those two overtime 
games, it was super disap-
pointing, but I think there 
were a lot of good things to 
be noted there. Taking the 
games into overtime showed 
a lot of grit on our part, and 
we were unlucky to not get 
the results we wanted. But 
we need to make sure to have 
as many wins as we can and 
that we just grind out those 
close games,” said Rogers.

Assistant Captain Feature

LUCAS KIM

N.LOUMIDIS/THE PHILLIPIAN

Assistant Captain Sal Lupoli PG 
’19  carries himself “with poise and 
honor,” according to Jake Jordan 
’20.

M.ZHANG/THE PHILLIPIAN

According to Jayme Wilde ’21, As-
sistant Captain Henry Roger ’19’s 
affability makes him an exemplary 
role model.

Wesley Maloney ’22 is a skilled midfielder who is talented at doing faceoffs, according to teammate Jed Heald ’20.

M.LEVY/THE PHILLIPIAN
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Henry Rogers Sawyer Moody

Rico  Hernandez
Luke AnthonyJake Bedell

The starting goalie for Ando-
ver Boys Lacrosse, Will Rickards 
’21, has been a dependable force 
in net for Andover, according to 
Jed Heald ’20.

“Will is always a brick wall in 
net, makes all of the easy saves, a 
good chunk of the hard ones, and 
some saves that seem almost im-
possible to stop. Rickards is a fan-
tastic human being, on and off of 
the field. He has been lights out 
in our first few games and it will 
definitely be exciting to see him 
grow, as he is only in his sopho-
more year here,” said Heald. 

Rickards’ consistency has 
earned him The Phillipian’s ac-
colade of Athlete of the Week. 

How long have you been 
playing lacrosse?

 
I’ve been playing lacrosse 

since I was 7 years old. When 
I was 7, I played on a team just 
through town, and I would play 
player or goalie… I wouldn’t just 
play goalie. By the time I was 10, 
I wouldn’t play as a field player 
at all. I started playing club la-
crosse when I was 12 and have 
continued to play club.

 
How did you get your start 

on Andover Boys Varsity La-
crosse?

 
Last year there was a Senior, 

Eugene Yoon ’18, who started for 
goalie. There were a couple of 
games where I started a half and 
then one game where I started 
last year.

 
What has been the hardest 

experience for you as a goalie 
on the field?

 
It’s a big mental game. For a 

player it’s kind of more physical, 
you can physically step up. But 
as a goalie, you can’t psych your-
self out. If you let a shot in, you 
have to have a short memory. 
You have to keep playing.

 
Is it tough to keep up your 

mindset when teams score a 
lot on you? How do you help 
yourself stay in the game?

 
It will mess with me for sure. 

I try to just breathe. I try not to 
think about it and just worry 
about the next play-- I reset the 
game in my mind. I can always 
depend on Mark Witt [’20] or 
Mike Traccana [’20]. They’re 
just both always dependable on 

[defense]. All of the defensemen, 
Jed [ Heald ’20] too, they’re all 
really good.

 
What was one game that 

you feel like you played your 
best in?

 
In the Hotchkiss game, I 

think I played pretty well. That 
was the first game this year... In 
the Hotchkiss game, I had one 
save from an attacker right on 
the crease. I stopped the shot 
there.

 
What was a low point in a 

game and how did you recover 
from it?

 
The past two games we lost in 

overtime, definitely some pretty 
low points. But, in both those 
games, we started the first quar-
ter down by at least 2 goals, and 
so I think it shows a little bit that 
we were able to come back.

 
Thoughts on having a 

younger team?
 
It’s nice to have a young team 

to grow. It’s nice because it will 
help build the program as well. 
If there are a lot of young kids, 
they’ll get to know the coach 
and the players and just get bet-
ter each year.

 
How is it now being the 

starting goalie instead of the 
second string?

 
It’s a lot more pressure be-

cause, most games, I used to go 
into them thinking that I prob-

ably wouldn’t play. There was a 
goalie that was good and a Se-
nior. It’s just a lot more pressure.

 
Any lacrosse teams you fol-

low?
 
Just college lacrosse in gen-

eral, not any team specific. And 
then my brother goes to Colby 
which is Division III, and he 
plays lacrosse there. He is not a 
goalie, he plays attack.

 

If you were play a field posi-
tion, what would it be?

 
I used to play midi [midfield] 

pretty sure, it was so long ago. 
We would just rotate positions, I 
don’t know if I would ever really 
want to play out on the field. If I 
had to, I would play attack, just 
because it’s the least amount of 
running. But I definitely want 
to keep playing goalie – I don’t 
want to switch positions.

LUCY LASATER

Athlete of the Week

M.LEVY/THE PHILLIPIAN

Will Rickards ’21 previously played 
as a midfielder but made a com-
plete transition ot playing goalie 
by the time he was ten years old.

BOYSLACROSSE

Will Rickards ’21 is a “Brick Wall in Net”

Senior Spread

Coach Features
A
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Coach Kathryn Dolan

Our first full day in San Diego and boys running to 
the cliffs on the far end of the beach – it was a lot 
farther than it appeared and to their credit, the boys 
stuck together and completed the run.

We had a great pre-season trip to San Diego and 
had the opportunity for a lot of team-building 

time; perhaps the funniest moment was watch-
ing the boys play a game they were introduced 

to on the beach that involved creating a big 
circle by holding short lengths of ropes.  The 

object was to try to eliminate players by pulling 
them into the trash can in the middle.  The final 
two survivors were Jake Bedell PG ’19 and Will 
Rickards ’21, which made for a very entertain-

ing match-up.

M
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Coach Martha Fenton

What is your favorite/funniest memory with the team?

Reporting by Nathalie Lelogeais

What is your favorite team/player? 

My favorite team is the one I am currently involved 
with and my favorite players are the ones who un-
conditionally show up to support their teammates 
and give their very best, practice or game.
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This season will be Rickard’s first time consistently starting, following the 
graduation of former starting goalie Eugene Yoon ’18.
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Editor’s Note - Connor Zachar could not be reached 
for a photo.
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“Harlem: In Situ” Exhibition Showcases Dynamic Cultural Narrative of Harlem

A colossal canvas, enclosed in a 
striking gold frame, stands in the 
middle of the gallery. The paint-
ing features an African-American 
man, dressed in a white vest and 
blue jeans, with a sword in one 
hand and the reigns of the rearing 
horse he is sitting atop in the oth-
er. A desert landscape comprises 
the backdrop of the piece, with 
ornate, curling vines filling the 
red sky.

“Officer of the Hussars” is an 
oil-on-canvas portrait created by 
artist Kehinde Wiley to include 
African-American subjects into 
traditions they have mostly been 
historically excluded from. The 
work was originally inspired 
by Théodore Géricault’s “The 
Charging Chasseur,” but the cen-
tral figure, a Frenchman, has been 
replaced by an African-American 
male.

“[‘Officer of the Hussars’] is 
really about thinking, probably 
about Harlem, but thinking about 
how a people, or how black men 
in this instance, have been ex-
cluded from the historical canon 

of portrait painting, or historical 
discourse of what it means to be 
valiant and honorable and power-
ful in this kind of very traditional 
Western-European sense,” said 
curator Stephanie Sparling Wil-
liams, Visiting Scholar in Art His-
tory and Assistant Curator of the 
Addison Gallery of American Art.

“Officer of the Hussars” is one 
among many of the works includ-
ed in “Harlem: In Situ,” a newly 
opened exhibition at the Addison 
Gallery of American Art. Pan-
ning across four rooms, “Harlem” 
celebrates and preserves black 
culture, putting a focus on black 
art history and gentrification “in 
situ,” or “in the place of,” Harlem, 
N.Y. According to Williams, the 
collection works to capture the 
flow and change of the city and 
people of Harlem.

“We notice that the demo-
graphic is changing, and the peo-
ple who fill the space of Harlem 
are moving throughout the space 
of Harlem and changing. That’s 
one thing, but it kind of relates to 
that Harlem is not stuck, and it 
doesn’t remain fixed,” said Wil-
liams. 

The exhibition is a collection of 
pieces by various artists that are connected to this central theme 

of celebrating black culture and 
opposing racism in art. The show-
cased works are a mix of Addison 
pieces and artwork on loan from 
other owners.

“Throughout, we see the im-
portance of portraiture, really as 
a pictorial form as self-determi-
nation. Black Americans were 
using the portrait to combat racist 
imagery in the American visual 
landscape. Those are kind of the 
themes [of the exhibition]: people, 
the built environment, and cul-
ture that carry out throughout,” 
added Williams.

One central theme represented 
in the gallery is the idea of Harlem, 
a neighborhood known for being 
a cultural symbol of the African- 
American diaspora in the United 
States. All of the pieces featured 
in the exhibition is connected in 
some way to Harlem. 

“Harlem is often referred to as a 
‘city within a city’ and ‘a black cul-
tural mecca where the diaspora 
meets in America’... [and] I think 
Harlem holds a special place for 
the African American community 
in the U.S.,” said Williams.

According to Williams, not 
only does the exhibit stand inde-
pendently, but also incorporates 
the theme of place and perspec-
tive that is woven into other 
collections in the Addison. Like 
many of the other exhibitions at 
the Addison, “Harlem” was curat-
ed to tell a story to the public. 

“The Addison’s other exhibi-
tions…[are] looking at place from 
the vantage point of various art-
ists. ‘Harlem’ contributes to that 
larger narrative of place and place-
making, and how artists use place 
as inspiration,” said Williams. “It’s 
bringing work in the collection to-
gether with work that’s not in our 

collection to amplify what’s in our 
collection.”

The collection highlights the 
lasting effects of a rich Harlem 
tradition, while also capturing an 
authentic post-Harlem Renais-
sance period. She encourages 
viewers to see and think beyond 
what is commonly associated 
with Harlem.

“I think when most people 
think of Harlem, they think of the 
Roaring Twenties, jazz, gin joints, 
Lindy Hops, dancing, [and] black 
celebrities. I think it was all of 
that, but the exhibition actually 
picks up where the Harlem Re-
naissance left off,” said Williams. 
“What I’m hoping people take 
away is that Harlem did not stop 
with the Harlem Renaissance.”

“Harlem: In Situ” will be on 
display at the Addison until July 
21. 

IRENE KWON & 
EMILY HUANG

COURTESY OF THE ADDISON GALLERY OF AMERICAN ART

Lorraine O’Grady, “Art is... (Man with Baby),” 1983/2009. c-print, 16 x 20 in.

Layering a long, fleece-lined 
winter coat over a beige vest 
and a black Calvin Klein polo 
shirt, Sekou Cisse ’21 slung a 
black-and-white Tommy Hil-
figer purse over his shoulder. 
He completed his outfit with 
white and orange Nike sneak-
ers.

“I got [the purse] from the 
thrift [shop] like two weeks 
ago…The black and white ‘t-h’ 
pattern makes it so that you 
can’t go wrong with this bag 
since it has neutral colors that 
go well with the black Calvin 
Klein polo. The purse stands 
out especially as a guy. I wear 
it because I think it’s dope but 
it definitely gets some confused 
reactions,” said Cisse.

Cisse allows his imagination 
to help him decide his outfits 
every day. Without a specific 
selection routine, Cisse’s out-
fits are an unconventional but 
refined combination of differ-
ent pieces, according to Claude 
Sayi ’21, a friend of Cisse.

Sayi said, “The unique thing 
about Sekou’s style is how it al-
ways comes together. Even if 
he decided to work colors you 
wouldn’t think cooperated, he 
could still find a way to make 
it work. Also, it’s not tied down 
in the slightest. He finds new 
styles and outfits that he ad-
mires almost every day and uti-
lizes that in his wardrobe.”

Cisse began exploring and 
finding his own sense of style 
this year after coming to An-

dover. According to Cisse, he 
transitioned from allowing his 
parents to dictate the way he 
dresses to looking into clothes 
more by himself and realizing 
the way he dressed mattered. 

“When I did come to Ando-
ver, that’s when the spark came 
to me, and I think it was really 
from the beginning of this year 
that I really wanted to be dif-
ferent. And so I started getting 
clothes that I thought I really 
vibed with that were different,” 
said Cisse. 

Influenced by rapper A$AP 
Rocky’s unique closet, Cisse 
sets out to wear things that 
deviate from the norm and to 
form his own individual style. 
He also gets inspiration and 
his courage to wear the clothes 
that he wants to from his room-
mate, Matthew Suri ’21. 

Cisse recalled one of his fa-
vorite outfits this year: a black 
Miami-type shirt with a pink, 
mixed with orange sunset and 
blue buildings on the back, 
black jeans, and blue shoes. He 
also remembers another outfit 
that he wore recently that got a 
lot of positive feedback. 

“The other day it’s like 40 to 
50 degrees, but I was wearing 
this really big coat and a vest 
over a polo, and when I was 
walking around people were 
like, ‘What are you doing?’ And 
then they kind of liked it. So it 
was like it was a leap of faith,” 
said Cisse. 

According to Nick Thomas 
’21, a friend of Cisse, Cisse’s 
outfits are often positively 
regarded as being bold and 

unique, yet stylistically appeal-
ing. 

“Sekou Cisse is a different 
breed when it comes to style. 
No one can match his fit en-
ergy and that’s what makes it 
unique. His fits aren’t some-
thing you see on an ordinary 
day. So always keep a lookout 
for Sekou and I promise you 
won’t be disappointed,” said 
Thomas.

Cisse also considers jewelry 
and shoes to be important piec-
es in his outfits. 

“[When] it comes to the out-
fit, my parents used to tell me 
that shoes don’t matter really, 
but I think that they do. Be-
cause I think shoes really tie it 
together. You can wear a shirt 
and pants that don’t really cor-
relate, but if you have shoes...
Shoes tie them together,” said 
Cisse. 

When it comes to planning 
outfits, Cisse occasionally re-
lies on late-morning sponta-
neity. Other times, he envisions 
a good outfit in his mind. 

“Sometimes I literally wake 
up in the morning, and I’m like, 
‘Oh, snap, I have to go to class 
in like 5 minutes... what am I 
going to wear?’ Sometimes the 
day before, or maybe even the 
week before, I think of an out-
fit and I’m like, ‘Wow, I should 
wear this one day,’” said Cisse. 

Cisse believes that people’s 
styles should be a reflection of 
their individuality. 

“Just be you and dress how-
ever crazy or however unique 
you want to dress—just do you,” 
said Cisse. 

Look of the Week: 
Sekou Cisse ’21 Highlights Individuality 
Through Bold Outfit Choices

NATALIE CHEN

Sekou Cisse ’21 creates a unique sense of style through combining clothes 
in unconventional ways.

A.PHILLIPS/THE PHILLIPIAN

Cisse also expresses appreciation for shoes as an important part of his closet, as they can help to tie an outfit 
together. 

A.PHILLIPS/THE PHILLIPIAN
Cisse dons a long winter coat over his vest and Calvin Klein polo shirt. A 
Tommy Hilfiger purse pops out against the beige color palette.

A.PHILLIPS/THE PHILLIPIAN

COURTESY OF THE ADDISON GALLERY OF AMERICAN ART
Jacob Lawrence, “Kibitzers,” 1948. Egg tempura on masonite, 20 x 24 in.
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Fitted in a sequined black 
dress, Abigail Johnson ’19 
took a deep breath and began 
“Als Louise die Briefe ihres 
untgetreuen Liebhabers ver-
brannte” by Mozart. From 
soaring high notes to reflec-
tive, quieter sections, she 
filled the piece with her emo-
tion.

“[‘Als Louise die Briefe 
ihres untgetreuen Liebhabers 
verbrannte.’] fits really well 
in my range. It’s a fun story. 
It has a lot of anger in it. It’s 
about a woman who’s discov-
ered that her lover was very 
unfaithful. It’s fun to bring a 
little bit of acting into that as 
well,” said Johnson.

“Als Louise die Briefe ihres 
untgetreuen Liebhabers ver-
brannte” was part of the vocal 
repertoire that Johnson sang 
at her Senior soprano voice 
recital this past Friday night 
in the Timken Room of Graves 
Hall. Johnson performed 
pieces in English, German, 
Italian, French, and Spanish.

“In the choirs that I’ve 
sung in, I’ve always done 
songs in different languag-
es and I’ve always really en-
joyed it. I love to know that 
even though I can’t speak a 
language fluently, I can get 
a piece of that language and 

learn a little bit about the cul-
ture of where that language is 
spoken, through singing one 
of the pieces,” said Johnson.

Johnson also included two 
duets in her program, featur-
ing her friend Abigail Taylor 
’20. The pair sang “Sull’aria” 
by Mozart and “Puisqu’ici-bas 
tout âme” by Fauré. According 
to Taylor, Johnson particu-
larly enjoys duets and picked 
two of her own favorites for 
the recital.

“[Johnson] wanted to do 
two duets, and these two 
stuck out at her. She’s been 
practicing this music for 
years, so these two stuck out 
as pieces that she really want-
ed to include, and to sing with 
someone else,” said Taylor.

Audience member Emilia 
Sanz-Rios ’22 found Johnson’s 
vocal range to be the most im-
pressive quality of her perfor-
mance. As a longtime friend 
of Johnson, Sanz-Rios noted 
how Johnson has improved in 
this regard.

“I’ve seen her vocal range 
progress from beginning at a 
normal vocal range and now, 
it’s tremendously high. I was 
very proud of her, and she 
continues to impress me ev-
ery day,” said Sanz-Rios.

According to Johnson’s 
accompanist on piano, Re-
becca Plummer, Instructor 
in Music, Johnson’s program 
showcased her ability to re-

tain large quantities of rep-
ertoire, especially since she 
performed so many languages 
and memorized most of the 
pieces.

“[The diversity of languag-
es shows] that she can really 
learn how to pronounce them 
correctly. Because they’re so 
different – I mean, German 
has so many consonants to it, 
and French has so many vow-
els associated. You have to be 
able to adapt. Also she needs 
to know exactly what she’s 
singing in every language. It’s 
pretty impressive,” said Plum-
mer.

Johnson picked “Niña des 
mis Ojos” by Diego Luzuriaga 
and “Somewhere” from “West 
Side Story” as her favorites 
because they reminded her of 
the close relationship she has 
with her father, both in sing-
ing and beyond.

“The last song, ‘Some-
where,’ I chose as a way to 
pay tribute to the fact that 
I’ve been singing all of my life 
with my dad and we used to 
sing together out of this old 
songbook when I was little. 
That was one of the songs that 
we used to sing, so that’s one 
of the songs that I’ve known 
for pretty much all of my life. 
One of the happiest moments 
for me was getting to sing that 
as my last piece while my dad 
was there,” said Johnson.

JERRY SHU

Alice Rogers Presents Diversity 
in Language, Era, and Instrument in 

Senior Recital Repertoire

Soft, light piano music 
echoed throughout the Tim-
ken Room with everyone’s 
attention on the figure in 
the center. As she inhaled a 
breath of air, Alice Rogers ’19 
let out the first notes of “Quia 
Respexit, Magnificat” by Jo-
hann Sebastian Bach in a so-
prano voice. 

This past Saturday evening, 
Rogers held her senior recital 
and performed in front of her 
peers, teachers, and family 
members. Rogers felt it was 
important that her program 
included a wide variety of 
songs. 

“I wanted to have a lot of 
diversity in eras and and a lot 
of diversity in language, so I 
really looked at pieces from 
the Baroque era to today. 
I wanted a big diversity in 
when the music was created, 
and also where it was coming 
from. I did pieces in German, 
Italian, Latin, French, En-
glish,” said Rogers. 

Though recitals are usu-
ally only feature songs from 
one genre, and Rogers’s recit-
al included mostly classical 
pieces, she wanted to include 
“Plaisir d’Amour,” a song by 
contemporary artist Joan 
Baez. Rogers wanted to play 
guitar to the piece, since her 
recital also included three pi-
ano pieces, and was not solely 

a voice recital. 
Rogers said, “I wanted to 

play guitar for my recital, but 
I don’t play classical guitar… 
I had to really negotiate with 
my teacher. My teacher was 
like ‘Oh, it’s a classical recit-
al, you can’t do a Joan Bias 
piece.’”

Celine Cheung ’19 ex-
pressed her support and 
praised Rogers’ performance. 
Cheung and Rogers are in 
Fidelio together and share a 
voice teacher. 

“I really liked how she uses 
different instruments in her 
recital, from singing with 
a piano accompaniment to 
playing the piano, to playing 
the guitar. She sang beauti-
fully and I could tell that she 
enjoyed herself on stage,” said 
Cheung. 

Rogers mentioned that one 
of the most important aspects 
of being a singer was the 
ability to express emotions 
through song. 

“I could go into technique 
and say breath or relaxed 
jaw, but I really think when 
push comes to shove, you can 
have the best technique in the 
world and it won’t matter if 
you can’t express yourself. I 
think dynamics, motion, ex-
pressions, learning what the 
song means, and figuring out 
how to convey it; that’s real-
ly the most important thing 
about being a singer,” said 
Rogers.

Rogers’ favorite piec-

es in her performance were 
“Laschia ch’io pianga, rinal-
do” by George Frideric Han-
del and “O Mio Babbino Caro, 
Gianni Schicchi” by Giacomo 
Puccini. Rogers’s soprano 
voice rang out in the long, 
drawn out notes of the arias, 
incorporating emotions into 
the opera elements of the 
pieces. 

“I really like the two Italian 
Arias. I think they were prob-
ably my favorites because you 
just get to play a character 
which is really fun because 
you kind of get to act while 
you’re singing,” said Rogers.

This concert was a signifi-
cant moment in Rogers’s An-
dover career, as it was a fare-
well to both Andover and the 
music department. Through 
this concert, Rogers was able 
to convey her gratitude to 
Andover for the various op-
portunities and experiences it 
has presented her with. 

“I got to do a master class 
with Conspirare, which is like 
a very well-known chor-rep 
choir, which I really enjoyed. 
I feel like [Andover]  really 
[does] a great job with provid-
ing us with these incredible 
opportunities that I feel like 
I wouldn’t get anywhere else. 
And I can’t express enough 
how grateful I am,” said Rog-
ers.

JANE PARK

R.HALTMAIER/THE PHILLIPIAN

Acting: 
As I expected, the acting was phenomenal. 
Lupita Nyong’o perfectly executed the role 
of both the hero and the anti-hero and effort-

lessly flipped back and forth from expressing 
fear and evil. Her performance highlighted 
her facial acting which, by itself, left me with 
chills. The rest of the ensemble cast gave a 

impressive and cohesive performance, with Win-
ston Duke’s character dosing out much needing 

well-timed comedy.

Ria’s 
Flick 
Picks

“Us”

Summary:
Adelaide Wilson (Lupita Nyong’o), accom-
panied by her husband (Winston Duke) and 

her two children (Shahadi Wright Joseph and 
Evan Alex), take a vacation trip to her childhood 
home in Santa Cruz, where traumatic events 
from her past still haunt her. One night, Ade-
laide and her family are confronted by a mys-

terious identical family called the Tethered 
who are fixed on killing the original family 

and taking their place in the world.

Writing/Directing: 
I’ve loved Jordan Peele from his skits in “Key 

and Peele” to his work in “Get Out.” He is an 
intentional filmmaker. Every prop, line of 

dialogue, and musical track only adds to the 
narrative of his films. I can see this intention-
al filmmaking in “Us,” but it feels contrived 
and incomplete. There were too many holes 
in plot and character, specifically revolving 
around the Tethered, the evil identical peo-
ple. For example, the storyline and origin story 
of the Tethered was never explained, leaving 
it unclear as to what their agenda was. Fur-

thermore, Peele’s infamous hidden messages 
were integral to the plot in “Get Out.” In 

“Us,” they felt arbitrarily thrown in. Overall, I 
can always appreciate Peele’s innovation for 
storytelling, and ultimately, I can understand 

his vision for the film. However, I see this 
film as a good rough draft. It has a unique 
storyline, with misplaced intentionality and 

ultimately flawed execution. Peele had a goal 
of creating a deep political message which 

could have been impactful if he had honed in 
on that idea a little more explicitly. Instead, 
the film left me with many questions—not 
in the good, mysterious way—and feeling 

confused as to what I was supposed to take 
away.

Has the potential to be stellar after fixing up 
major storyline gaps.

Rating: 7/10

Hey,  my name is Ria Vieira.  In the upcoming weeks I’m going to be 
expressing my love for movies by reviewing some great or not-so-
great films.  If you want to discuss a movie or this column with me, 

please contact me at rvieira@andover.edu!

R.PREM/THE PHILLIPIAN

Abigail Johnson ’19 Brings a Mix of 
Languages and Cultures to 

Final Andover Performance

CAMPUS COMICS
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Sketchy Bids Farewell to Head of School John Palfrey 
with Satirical Music Theater

Standing on a black box, Jen-
ni Lawson ’19, wearing a black 
suit and fluffy brown wig, struck 
a pose as a flourish of trumpets 
punctuated the silence. Head of 
School John Palfrey watched in 
the front row as Lawson imper-
sonated him and parodied his 
speeches from All-School Meet-
ings. 

According to Rachna Lewis 
’19, Co-Head of Sketchy, the pur-
pose of the sketch was not only 
to humor the audience, but also 
to commemorate Palfrey’s time 
at Andover. The cast of Sketchy, 
however, was not aware that Pal-
frey would be in the audience un-
til the day before. 

“We definitely wanted to ham-
mer home that we’re going to 
miss him. That’s what the entire 
end of the show was supposed to 
be about, celebrating him having 
been at Andover and served us 
so well as our Head of School. It 
was a pretty honorary skit, and we 
didn’t even know that he was go-
ing to show up until maybe a day 
ago. It was really exciting for us,” 
said Lewis.

After watching the show, Pal-
frey posted a photo of Lawson’s 
performance on his personal Ins-
tagram account. 

“It was amazing, very funny, 

one of the best things I’ve ever 
seen at Andover, and very touch-
ing. It brought tears to my eyes,”  
wrote Palfrey.

Lawson originally suggested 
the sketch as a joke during a club 
meeting, but eventually went on 
to create, direct and perform in 
the musical theater parody about 
Palfrey.

“I loved performing it, but cre-
ating it was so much fun because 
I’ve always been a very big music 
person and I really love musical 
theater. This was the first real mu-
sical parody thing that I’ve ever 
formally written and performed, 
so being able to share that with 
people was awesome, and being 
able to really develop it this whole 
week and take it to different plac-
es, play with the music itself and 
the lyrics,” said Lawson.

Lawson’s sketch was the high-
light of the event, according to 
audience members Kiran Ram-
ratnam ’22 and Ioanna Ninos ’21.

“I have to admit that the Pal-
frey finale was my favorite part of 
it. It was rather unexpected and I 
really like how Sketchy made an 
effort to make the comedy relat-
able for the students. I feel like it 
brings the Andover culture to-
gether, strengthens that commu-
nity aspect that they mentioned at 
the beginning of the show. It was 
pretty funny too, especially since 
Palfrey was sitting in front of me,” 
said Ninos.

Ramratnam said, “My favorite 

part was when Jenni was Mr. Pal-
frey. That was absolutely on point, 
incredible, and how Mr. Palfrey 
took it. Jenni’s so talented and the 
whole thing with the tap-dancing 
and making fun of ASM, that was 
just incredible and so thoughtful.” 

Another sketch performed 
during the show featured Loulou 
Sloss ’22 and Mac Katkavich ’21, 
dressed in neon windbreakers 
and tight workout gear. They did 
an intense jazz exercise routine, 
waving their arms and yelling ex-
citedly as they danced to the song 
they were singing. Behind Sloss 
and Katkavich, Emily Jackson ’19 
and Elizabeth Chou ’22 frantically 
attempted to copy the moves.

“[The sketch] was really fun 
and inventive, and it didn’t rely on 
huge pieces of text to make jokes. 
It was really physical, which was 
not what I was used to, and I real-
ly enjoyed it,” said Sloss.

The performance on Friday 
was only Sketchy’s second show 
of the year. According to Lewis, 
scheduling conflicts among group 
members prevented them from 
performing earlier in the year. 

Lewis said, “Unfortunately, 
Winter Term, all of us happened 
to be very busy, so we decided we’d 
get a head start this term and have 
two shows. We had a full house to 
the point where did they had to 
kick some people out, which I felt 
really bad about. We’ve never had 
that many people at our show be-
fore, so it was really exciting.”

ALANA YANG & 
SHIRA WOLPOWITZ

Gelb Gallery Exhibit 
Explores Nature 

through Art

Tree branches interlock-
ing into geometric shapes 
hang down from the ceiling 
in front of a wall spotted with 
ellipse-shaped peepholes of a 
forest. “Ode to the Trees”, by 
Therese Zemlin, Instructor in 
Art, is one of many artworks on 
display in the Gelb Gallery. 

“I’m hoping that if you stand 
back and look at [the branch-
es], then those ellipses, then 
you wonder if they are popping 
forward, they are holes in the 
wall that you look into towards 
the actual landscape. I’m hop-
ing that viewers have this type 
of experience, the same type of 
experience when listening to a 
piece of music,” said Zemlin. 

Currently presenting works 
created by Zemlin and guest 
artist Bob Erickson, the exhi-
bition is titled “Return to the 
Place You Already Are.” A nat-
uralistic theme runs through 
all of the artworks and installa-
tions. Erickson explained how 
he and Zemlin connected over 
their shared interest in nature.

“Last year when I came here, 
I went over to Therese’s studio, 
and I saw these [artworks] and 
I went, ‘Woah, we are really 
connected!’ We are both from 
the midwest. The rural areas 
and nature have always been 
very important to us. Now we 
are living in nature, and it in-
forms us as artists,” said Erick-
son. 

Zemlin expressed that she 
often walks in the woods, and 
has recently started contem-
plating the fragility of many 
natural elements and effects 
of constant natural change. 
Zemlin also explained how 
she drew inspiration from the 
calming yet precarious charac-
teristics of nature. 

“The reason that I keep go-
ing back to natural forms is 
because I spend a lot of time in 
the woods, said Zemlin. “I find 
nature to be healing, and then 
calming, beautiful, inspiring, 
and then dangerous and cruel. 
It’s a very dynamic place. Even 
with all those things, this is a 
place I feel very at home.”

 Zemlin hopes that viewers 
will experience a few medi-
tative moments when looking 
at “Ode to the Trees.” Viewer 
Sam Yoon ’19 saw the contrast 
between the multidimension-
al branches and flat ellipses as 
Zemlin’s way of recreating a 
forest in the installation.  

“When I look at the artwork, 
the stillness of a living for-

est comes to mind. There are 
these very small movements, 
and I get these movements and 
feeling, even though there are 
very few elements going on. 
Even with the small reminders 
of simple things like branches, 
that element is able to encap-
sulate the entire feeling of a 
forest,” said Yoon. 

Contrasting with Zemlin’s 
work using three-dimensional 
branches, Erickson created a 
collection of fourteen images 
of branches in various hues and 
saturations titled “Deep in the 
Woods.” According to Erick-
son, the name of the collection 
has the literal meaning of him-
self living deep in the woods, 
but also suggests a place full of 
mystery and worthy of explo-
ration. 

“My mind goes deep in 
the woods, that place where 
strange things might happen, 
or the things that other people 
don’t see. You might be walk-
ing along the road and you see 
something along the way, but 
you really have to go into the 
woods or dive in deep to see 
the things that other people 
don’t see,” said Erickson. 

Erickson’s fourteen piec-
es go through a complex pro-
cess before reaching their fi-
nal state. Steps in this process 
include using scans to layer 
drawings on top of one anoth-
er, and then soaking the works 
in tubs of coffee and tea to 
achieve muted stains and col-
ors. Throughout his process, 
he uses traditional art methods 
as well as modern techniques.

“I do all kinds of things to 
that original drawing. I’m using 
both digital imagery and tech-
nology, but then I’m also using 
traditional things like drawing, 
painting, or staining and dye-
ing. I like to be both things. I’ve 
been trained traditionally, but I 
also live in this time.”

In another one of Zemlin’s 
pieces, placed at the end of a 
wall, small stalks protrude out 
and cast shadows on the wall 
behind it. The small trees trace 
a map of Atlanta, sprouting up 
in place of the actual city. 

Viewer Alice Rogers ’19 said, 
“There is an element unifor-
mity when it comes to cities. I 
am from New York. When you 
are in the city itself it doesn’t 
feel uniform, but when you 
are looking at a skyline view, 
there is an element of unifor-
mity. Having it be all uniform 
also makes it feel like a human 
creation rather than just some 
natural thing. It really harps 
on the idea of city and nature 
as one.” 

The exhibit will be on view 
until May 11.

NOEMI ELLIOTT &
SOMIN VIRMANI

Jenni Lawson ’19 (pictured above) holds a squash racquet during her paro-
dy of and tribute to Head of School John Palfrey.

D.OWYANG/THE PHILLIPIAN

Changing the World through Art: 
Kiran Ramratnam ’22 Portrays Political 

Beliefs in Artwork

An imprisoned Statue of 
Liberty looks out from her 
cell, her green fingers clasped 
around bars. Though the 
American flag hangs in the 
background, representing de-
mocracy, Lady Liberty’s ex-
pression implies anything but 
freedom.

Kiran Ramratnam ’22 made 
this small mural to represent 
the criminal justice system in 
the United States. The paint-
ing is currently displayed in 
the Community and Multicul-
tural Department Office. 

“Kiran’s artwork is made 
unique by the humanity she 
pours into it… The emotion 

she puts into the Statue’s eyes 
personifies the idea of free-
dom of America in a relatable, 
down-to-earth way,” wrote 
Melanie Garcia ’22, a friend 
of Ramratnam, in an email to 
The Phillipian. 

According to Ramratnam, 
the material she works with 
can alter the mood that she 
tries to convey. Ramratnam 
said that her art class at Ando-
ver has allowed her to explore 
different mediums, including 
ink, charcoal, graphite, and 
darkroom photography.

“For the Statue of Liberty 
one, I did not intend to make 
it a big piece. I just intended 
to do it digitally or draw it on 
watercolor as I had initially 
done. But then I was like may-
be I’ll make it bigger and use 
paint,” Ramratnam said.

Ramratnam uses her art an 
outlet to comment on topics 
such as mental health and the 
views of President Trump. 
Her designs depict her per-
sonal beliefs of the world, 
which she then transforms 
into art for the audience to in-
terpret themselves.

“I like some of my art 
[pieces] that don’t exactly go 
as planned, but still come to 
life and speak. [I like] seeing 
murals and seeing a lot of po-
litical cartoons, even without 
words—I like how some of my 
pieces, to me, say what I’m 
trying to convey,” said Ram-
ratnam.

Ramratnam credits Frida 
Kahlo as one of her sources 
of inspiration. Using Kahlo 
as an example, Ramratnam 
explained that she also tries 
to implement her own inter-

pretation of beauty into her 
artwork.  

“I think beauty doesn’t 
come from the front covers of 
magazines. It comes from how 
you want to be portrayed, as 
your own unapologetic self,” 
Ramratnam said.

Ramratnam is also inspired 
by the elements of traditional 
graffiti found in the work of 
Elevated Thought, an art and 
social justice group based in 
Lawrence, Mass. Ramratnam 
said that seeing them create 
the mural at Andover during 
Latinx Weekend was one of 
her favorite moments involv-
ing art. 

“[Elevated Thought] came 
and they had a mural that they 
were creating, and I showed 
them some of my work. I saw 
some of their work in Law-
rence as well, and they’re 
absolutely incredible using 
art as a platform for youth to 
create change and using art 
to express themselves,” said 
Ramratnam. 

Ramratnam uses social me-
dia to display her pieces. The 
majority of her posts depict 
artwork with aspects of Ram-
ratnam political beliefs. 

Garcia wrote, “Kiran uses 
social media not only to pro-
mote her art, but to raise 
awareness on the issues that 
are reflected in her work. Her 
empathy and compassion car-
ry through both her art and 
through the ways in which 
she presents her work, carry-
ing a genuine message to the 
public.”

EMMA FU
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Kiran Ramratnam ’22 initially drew this piece on a discarded table. She then recreated the piece on a larger scale 
using paint.

A.BHAT/THE PHILLIPIAN
Kiran Ramratnam ’22 hopes to use 
her passion for art to cause change 
in the world. 


	A01
	A02
	A03
	A04
	A05
	A06
	A07
	A08
	B01
	B02
	B03
	B04
	B05
	B06
	B07
	B08
	B09
	B10

