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Howdy, Pardner It’s Archambault!
Kassie Archambault ’06 to become 
first female Head Coach in New En-
gland Wrestling history. 

sota pls

Watch the Eighth Page attack their 
plip President’s homeland. 

Arts, B8

Look of the Week

Anntonia Taylor ’20 sports stand-
out statement pieces to challenge 
style norms.

The Academic Divide
Leila Hardy ’22 criticizes the dicot-
omy of humanities versus STEM 
subjects. 

Andover’s classrooms held 
more students than usual for 
some of the past two weeks 
as newly admitted students 
arrived on campus for an-
nual Spring Visit days. This 
year, Spring Visit days fell on 
March 25, March 29, April 1, 
and April 5.

According to Vivien Mal-
lick, Director of Admissions 
Operations, Spring Visit days 
aim to give prospective stu-
dents the opportunity to ex-
perience a day in the life of 
an Andover student. Mallick 
believes that revisit days help 
families and students to de-
termine whether Andover 
is an appropriate match for 
them. 

“We want our newly admit-
ted students to choose Ando-
ver every bit as much as we 
chose them. The tour and the 
interviews only cover a little 
bit of life at Andover, so we re-
ally want them to experience 
a day in the life of an Andover 
student. They would actual-
ly be able to to observe our 
normal classes in session and 
spend a ‘typical day’ in the life 
of an Andover student,” Mal-
lick said.

Mallick continued, “This 
experience will hopefully al-

low them to figure whether or 
not they will fit in this school. 
The Admissions officers are 
confident that they do, but 
they have to make that deci-
sion as well. Overall, we hope 
that the revisit days gives 
them a better idea of what it 
might be like for them next 
year.”

Tommy Hunnewell, newly 
admitted eighth grader, en-
joyed his Spring Visit, as he 
was able to genuinely experi-
ence the daily life of an Ando-
ver student. 

Hunnewell said, “I liked 
how there were no special 
programs or special lessons 
that were taught today—it was 
great that one can just freely 
look into the day of an Ando-
ver student on any normal cir-
cumstance and day.”

Revisit days are planned by 
taking into account a family’s 
schedule and convenience. 
According to Jessica Acos-
ta-Chavez, Associate Director 
of Admission and Multicul-
tural Outreach, admissions 
officers make sure to select 
revisit days that work with 
Andover’s academic calendar 
and give revisiting students 
enough time to make their de-

Newly Admitted Students 
Experience Life at Andover 

as Revisits 

AARON CHUNG

Alianza Latina Organizes School Wide 
Appreciation Effort 

to Make Gifts for Commons Workers

Students piled into Susie’s to 
wrap small presents and make 
colorful friendship bracelets 
as gifts for Paresky Commons 
workers. Hosted by members 
of Alianza Latina, a student af-
finity group on campus for the 
Latinx community, this year’s 
Commons Workers Apprecia-
tion day preparation took place 
last Friday, March 29 and aimed 
to show the campus’ gratitude 
for all that Commons workers 
do for Andover. 

Commons Worker Appreci-
ation Day itself took place on 
Wednesday, April 3, and last 
Friday’s event was to prepare 
gifts in advance. This year’s an-
nual appreciation event marked 
its ten year anniversary, but last 
week was the first time that the 
event expanded to school-wide 
participation. 

“Commons Worker Appre-
ciation has actually been a tra-
dition for a very long time but 
for a long time it’s been hosted 

just through Alianza Latina. 
Since it’s an event for Commons 
workers, the entire school can’t 
really be at the event and it isn’t 
really well known. We’ve been 
making an effort to publicize 
it more; we wanted this to be 
a community-wide effort and 
that’s what we’re trying to do 
more this year with this event,” 
said Emily Ortiz ’19, Co-Head of 
Alianza Latina.

Ortiz explained that part of 
the reason why Alianza Latina 
started this event was to in-
crease appreciation and con-
sideration on campus for the 
Paresky staff, and recalled one 
particular example of the work-
ers’ dedication. 

“I think I’m very passion-
ate about--and I think every-
one should be very passionate 
about--treating our staff well 
and appreciating what they do 
for us every day. They do a lot 
for us; I remember one winter, 
I think it was the winter before 
I came here, there was a huge 
snowstorm and all of the Com-
mons workers slept in the Den 

to be up in time for breakfast 
next morning and be able to get 
everyone breakfast. They do 
stuff like that and there’s a lot of 
families here too. So I think the 
school needs to appreciate that 
connection more,” said Ortiz.

Although there were several 
other events being held on cam-
pus that evening, participants 
like Kiran Ramratnam ’22 en-
joyed spending their free time 
doing something that was both 
enjoyable and meaningful. 

“I became a volunteer to help 
set up, and I also came to make 
gifts and friendship bracelets 
for Commons workers, since 
I thought it was a fun thing to 
do that also shows our appre-
ciation and gratitude towards 
the Commons workers. All the 
Paresky staff make all the food 
that we eat, they clean our ta-
bles, they clean the floors, they 
set the utensils, they make the 
cakes for all our events. And I 

SARAH WANG

Continued on A9, Column 4

Continued on A7, Column 3

Celestine Gonzales ’21 (left), and Kiram Ramratnam ’22 (right), wrap gifts for Commons workers. 
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For the 2019-2020 School 
Year, the administration is 
planning to create dorms with 
both Juniors and Lowers. This 
is a change from Andover’s 
current housing system, which 
places incoming Juniors into 
dorms comprised entirely of 
peers from their grade. 

Rajesh Mundra, Associate 
Dean of Students and Residen-
tial Life, explained that while 
the change may present some 
difficulties for student dynam-
ics, it will also provide Lowers 
with a unique leadership op-
portunity in the dorms.

“One significant change 
is that next year, we are go-
ing to try with some dorms to 
have a combination of ninth 
and tenth grade. This is some-
thing that we’ve been thinking 
about, and the tenth graders 
could be new tenth graders, 
which would mean that all 
the students in the dorm are 
new, although have different 

grades,” said Mundra. 
Mundra continued, “They 

could also be returning tenth 
graders, and there are, I think, 
possible opportunities and 
challenges for returning tenth 
graders to board with new 
ninth graders. I do know that 
a lot of tenth graders really en-
joy living with older students 
and developing relationships 
and having guidance from old-
er students. And I think there’s 
an opportunity for returning 
tenth graders to also play a lit-
tle bit of a mentoring role in a 
dorm with new students.” 

Jennifer Elliott ’94, As-
sistant Head of School for 
Residential Life and Dean of 
Students, clarified that, con-
trary to rumors amongst stu-
dents, the main purpose of the 
change is not to address drug 
use among students. None-
theless, Elliott noted that the 
administration is committed 

Deans Plan For Joint 9th and 
10th Grade Housing Next Year 

ZACH MOYNIHAN

Continued on A5, Column 1

Revisit students are paired with current Andover students in the grade 
above them to attend a regular day of classes. 
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As a part of Mentors in Violence Prevention (MVP) Awareness Week, posters in commons encouraged students 
to write expectations for feminitiy and masculinity inside the boxes on the respective posters. Outside the box, 
participants wrote what people say to those who don’t conform.
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MVP Awareness Week 

The Phillipian conducts an annual survey of the student body to gain a better understanding of life 
at Andover. Results are published in an issue called “State of the Academy.” 

The entire survey takes around fifteen minutes to finish. The results are completely anonymous 
and responses cannot be tracked. The survey is run independently by The Phillipian, with no input or 

oversight by faculty or the school’s administration.

SOTA Survey to Close at Midnight
The 2019 State of the Academy Survey Survey 

is set to close at 11:59 on Friday, April 5th.
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NORMALLY, JOHN 
Palfrey’s words are 
met by applause and 

enthusiasm. But for the first 
time, only silence followed Mr. 
Palfrey’s remarks. 

Last Wednesday, Mr. Pal-
frey spoke to the school dur-
ing All-School Meeting. It 
was inspiring, to say the least. 
Though I have attended An-
dover for only six months, I 
could see the impact Mr. Pal-
frey had on the students from 
the very first moments I had 
stepped onto campus. It was 
the first time I saw a member 
of the administration able to 
garner so much respect from 
high school students. 

With his eloquent and soft-
spoken speech, Mr. Palfrey al-
ways speaks to us with genu-
ine care and interest for our 
well-being. He is not simply 
the head of our school, and his 
actions go consistently go be-
yond those “required” by his 
status as headmaster. 

That said, it hurts my heart 
to see Andover lose such an 
extraordinary figure who ex-
emplifies Andover’s motto of 
Non Sibi. I think the entire 
school felt this way as we sat 
in Cochran Chapel, awaiting 
Mr. Palfrey’s Head of School 
Address.  

But beyond that sadness, 
his address only strengthened 
my respect and admiration 

for him. In front of the whole 
entire student body and the 
faculty, Mr. Palfrey shared a 
moment of vulnerability and 
intimacy: his story of how he 
had been sexually assaulted as 
a high school student. 

It truly inspired me that our 
school’s public figure head 
was open in sharing his story 
and, in doing so, sent mes-

sages of hope to other victims 
of sexual assault. It isn’t easy 
for any individual to be vul-
nerable, and the fact that Mr. 
Palfrey was able to do so in 
front of the students shows 
how much he values the con-
nection between the students 
and himself. 

His words also display his 
willingness to hold hard dis-
cussions in order to better the 
lives of all the students at An-
dover. Even though it involved 
his personal life, Mr. Palfrey 
purposely shared a sensitive 
moment to express his soli-
darity with students who had 
been sexually assaulted. To 
me, it was almost as if Mr. Pal-
frey was telling us that we are 
not alone in our struggles. We 
aren’t fighting these battles 
alone. 

When talking about sex-
ual assault and the #MeToo 
movement, it’s worth noting 
that there are considerably 
less stories of male victims. 
Because the demographics 
of sexual assault victims are 
mostly women, it often creates 
a misconception that the only 
victims are women. 

The truth is that the 
#MeToo movement stands for 
the justice of all sexual assault 
victims and does not exclude 
victims based on sex, gender, 
race, sexual orientation, or 
other identity traits. 

A single-sided perception 
of this movement is danger-
ous, especially because it can 
send an idea that does not 
align with the mission state-
ment of #MeToo.

This misconception is not 
only illogical but also goes 
against the movement’s inten-
tions to not treat stories of sex-
ual assault differently because 
of the victim. It shouldn’t 
matter if the victim identifies 
as a man. That doesn’t and 
shouldn’t affect the validity 
and importance of their story. 
What should matter is the im-
mense courage of the victims 
to come forth and share their 
experiences. 

When we open our eyes and 
set our vision upon only one 
aspect of the truth, we are not 
looking at the entire truth. By 
creating this stigma of male 
survivors and approaching 
their equally intimate and vul-
nerable moments with skepti-
cism, we are perpetrators of 
silence, the same silence the 
entire #MeToo movement has 
aimed to prevent. 

Through his speech, Mr. 
Palfrey seemed to broaden the 
outlook of sexual assault on 
campus and emphasized the 
importance of putting aside 
our own differences to unite 
against sexual assault. 

There is no gender to the 
#MeToo movement or to any 
approach of sexual assault. 
Regardless of who the victims 
are, we as people must work 
together to ensure and cre-
ate an environment where no 
one’s stories are met with si-
lence, or worse, blame. 

Beyond Andover is another 
society, another world that we 
will all eventually enter into. 
When we do, I hope that the 
implications of Mr. Palfrey’s 
message stays with us. Every-
one’s voices and stories have 
an equal right to be heard. In 
the end, we have the choice of 
giving power to these voices. 
We just need to listen. 

JANE PARK

Palfrey’s #MeToo

Jane Park is a Junior from 
Roslyn, NY. Contact the author 
at jpark22@andover.edu.
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Editorial

Every year around this time, students running 
for Disciplinary Committee (DC) Representative 
present platforms, many of which are clearly ori-
ented towards tackling disciplinary unfairness. 

The elections this past Wednesday were no 
different: candidates pledged to achieve more 
consistency, transparency, and student advocacy 
during the DC process. But although candidates 
call for more equitable discipline every year, stu-
dent mistrust in the disciplinary process still per-
sists. 

According to last year’s State of the Acad-
emy survey, 78.04% of students believe that the 
school’s disciplinary system favors students of 
privileged backgrounds. 

Furthermore, it seems to be common knowl-
edge which clusters are the ‘harshest’ during the 
DC process, which dorms are easiest to break 
rules in, and which house counselors the ‘strict-
est.’ These all contribute to the idea that the dis-
ciplinary process is unfair and inconsistent. 

We recognize that when discipling students, 
there is no avoiding unconscious bias. Every stu-
dent’s DC process can be affected by relation-
ships with their teachers, cluster dean, DC rep-
resentative, and other members weighing in on 
the final decision. But both students and admin-
istrators should be more comfortable admitting 
that rules-- from lights out to drug possession— 
are not applied equally, and thus, that rules alone 
don’t fix problems. 

We understand that in order to run an institu-
tion such as Andover, guidelines must be in place. 
Because students are minors, the school is often 
stricter than what students might be subject to 
at a residential college or even at home regard-
ing dorm sign-in, substances, and parietals. And, 
subjectivity is not always a problem. Giving house 
counselors, for example, the leisure to determine 
what rules and mechanisms of enforcement best 
suit their dorm is often good and sometimes en-
courages more effective guidelines of operation. 
However, when people feel that the disciplinary 
system is egregiously inequitable, rules become 
ineffective. When discipline is seen as sporadic, 
rules can’t successfully dissuade students from 
breaking them, and those punished only feel 

alienated. 
Furthermore, there is no consistent written 

precedent for DC decisions, meaning that stu-
dents in different clusters can get different pun-
ishments for nearly identical situations, which 
only aggravates students’ concerns about unnec-
essary bias. Our disciplinary system can drasti-
cally affect students lives, and yet, the perceived 
inconsistency and unjustified extremity of DC 
consequences can make students more hostile 
towards the administration, leading to increased 
rule violations. Students who do get ‘punished’ 
by the process don’t serve as incentive to stop 
violating rules; instead, they can become recog-
nized examples of the ‘arbitrary’ nature of the 
disciplinary process.

There is no easy solution to this issue, but ad-
ministrators can start by asking themselves some 
questions: In what non-vacuum space is the vio-
lation of rules taking place—in other words, while 
one ‘caught’ student sits in front of you, who is 
not being punished? who is being punished ‘less’ 
or ‘more’? And if every student who has thus 
far committed a crime on campus were to turn 
themselves in tomorrow, what disciplinary mea-
sures would you take, and would those measures 
be consistent with the current network of rules?

These questions invite further ones-- what is 
the intention of our current system of disciplin-
ary consequence? to hold the recipient of said 
consequence as an example of what not to do for 
the rest of the student body? to try, to the best of 
our ability, to eradicate that rule-breaking as a 
whole? or to benefit the student at the heart of 
the issue?

If either of the former two, it’s time to ques-
tion the way that we write rules themselves, in 
addition to the way that we enforce them. Stu-
dent mistrust in the administration’s disciplinary 
system helps no one, and working to re-evaluate 
and perhaps reorient our Disciplinary Commit-
tee processes to be more consistent might be the 
first steps in rebranding rules as tools genuinely 
intended for the betterment of our student body. 

This editorial represents the views of The Phil-
lipian, vol. CXLII.
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Corrections:
A Sports video box was misattributed. Samson Zhang made the Video graphic on A5.
Arts misspelled a name. Jacque Harrington is a Blue Key Head for the 2019-2020 school year.
Sports misstated a fact. Baseball coach Christopher Capano did not graduate from Andover. 
Arts misstated a fact. Blue Key heads are chosen by the previous 10 collectively and not individually passed down. 

The Phillipian regrets the errors.

Phillipian Cartoons

KIRAN RAMRATNAM
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STUDENTS THROUGHOUT 
campus recently took the 
State of the Academy, 

charting out their existence at 
Andover over the course of a 
hundred and twenty two multi-
ple choice questions. After sev-
eral pages of simple answers, 
they were confronted with one 
unexpected, yet deeply person-
al question: “Do you typically 
prefer STEM courses or hu-
manities courses?” While many 

students may have answered 
this as quickly as their G.P.A. or 
class year, for others, the exis-
tence of this question forces us 
to examine how we define and 
divide ourselves. 

For most students who were 
classified as “gifted’ at an ear-
ly age, this question is nothing 
new. From the first day of pre-
school, there is a pressure to 
lean towards numbers or let-
ters, picture books or work-
sheets. Extracurriculars, too, 
are separated into these cate-
gories, with the most popular 
clubs often leaning towards 
the polarities of STEM and 
humanities. In middle school, 
there is often a distinct sepa-
ration between the theater 
kids, the artists, the computer 
geeks, and the math nerds. 
And as those kids grew older, 
their courses are more chal-
lenging and the narrative of 
their own intelligence more 
ingrained. By high school, this 
classification has become part 

of our identity. 
Intertwining one’s sense of 

self with a concept this arbi-
trary and fluid is incredibly 
problematic. ‘Gifted’ children 
often end up choosing a path 
for much of their life without 
spending the time to fully ex-
plore themselves and their 
organic passions and inter-
ests. Kids are barely ready to 
choose a passion by college; 
in fact, between 20 to 50 per-
cent of students enter college 
as “undecided,” and about 75 
percent of students change 
majors at least once during 
their four years at a college, 
according to an article pub-
lished in a Pennsylvania State 
journal. 

There is also an inherent 
gender bias in this classifica-
tion. Stereotypes lead girls 
to lean towards humanities, 
and the increasing lack of a 
gray area between the two 
reinforces the biases against 
women in STEM. The num-

ber of women majoring in 
math, computer science, and 
engineering has decreased 
substantially since 2008, and 
is continuing to go down, ac-
cording to an article pub-
lished by the American Coun-
cil of Education. Refusing the 
labels of STEM and humani-
ties would likely make many 
girls feel more comfortable 
pursuing the STEM fields. 
This would lead to higher per-
centages of female STEM ma-
jors, leading to a more inclu-
sive workplace culture for the 
women who choose to work in 
these areas. 

This categorization is not 
only very harmful, it’s also 
completely artificial. Stu-
dents who aren’t identified 
as “gifted” during elementary 
or middle school tend to de-
fine themselves in other ways, 
such as the sport they play, or 
what specific subjects they’re 
interested in. This occurs be-
cause being “good at STEM” 

or “good at humanities” is 
simply the result of how diffi-
cult it is for you to understand 
the subject.

This outcome is affected by 
countless factors—your rela-
tionship with your teacher, 
your parents’ background in 
the subject, your socioeco-
nomic status, and, in some 
small sense, your predisposi-
tion to the subject. For stu-
dents who don’t have these 
advantages in either field, the 
difficulty of understanding 
STEM and humanities con-
cepts is relatively equal. They 
don’t label themselves as a 
“STEM person” or a “humani-
ties person” because they can 
succeed in both fields with ef-
fort. On the contrary, students 
who find it easier to grasp one 
subject area over the other 
often form the belief that all 
subjects should require little 
work. This leads to a false 
equivalency between needing 
to work in order to succeed 
and a lack of ability in a sub-
ject.

Andover’s diverse range of 
classes and extracurriculars 
allows for students to define 
themselves far more broadly 
or specifically than just as 
stem person or a humani-
ties person. Yet many stu-
dents still choose to divide 
themselves into these manu-
factured and damaging cat-
egories. It is necessary that 
we create a culture where 
students take advantage of 
this opportunity to rede-
fine themselves in whatever 
terms they choose. 

  

I WAS PINNED DOWN BY 
the fear of joining clubs be-
fore even arriving on cam-

pus. I had been a part of many 
clubs at my previous school, 
and with time, I had been able 
to work my way to the top. Yet, 
those leadership roles were 
simply handed down in order 
of seniority; applications were 
unneeded. Connections, too, 
were unneeded. At Andover, 
they were. I didn’t think my-
self to be the most outgoing or 
ambitious person. How would 
I be able to climb the social 
ladder? I couldn’t stop my-
self from repeatedly dragging 
up this thought and mulling 
it over, growing increasingly 
panicked.

 The start of school 
came and went, propel-
ling me into a club-free first 
month. I found myself grap-
pling with the idea of “big” 
clubs and “small” clubs. A 
nagging voice in the back of 
my mind continuously tried 
to push me to join notable 
clubs so I could “grab the title 
of ‘Co-Head’ for the college 
resume,” as the voice bluntly 
put it. The days kept passing, 
the voice grew more persis-
tent, and I was swallowed by 
a new wave of panic.

I knew this was not the 
right motivation by any 
means. I believed I already 
knew the consequences that 
would arise from commit-
ting to the endeavor of join-
ing clubs solely to build an 
impressive resume: I would 
struggle with devoting so 
much time to something I had 
little passion for, the more 
important things like grades 

would suffer, I would suffer, 
and nobody would be merrier 
in the end. As the Fall Club 
Rally neared, this self-con-
flict continued to progress.

On the night of the Club 
Rally, I entered the Cage to 
find the entire floor covered 
with different the stations 
of clubs all trying to lure me 
in with candy and energetic 
self-promotion. To the right 
was Asian Society, to the left 
was Math Club, across was 
Philomathean Society, and 
farther ahead was The Phil-
lipian. Slightly overwhelmed 
but filled with a new confi-
dence, I decided to set a cra-
zy goal for myself: to sign up 
for as many clubs as possible 
as a new means of “climbing 
to the top.” Before I had the 
chance to second-guess my 
thoughts, I threw myself into 
the fast-flowing line of peo-
ple, eagerly writing my name 
down on the sign-up sheet of 

virtually every club.
 In philosophy, there 

is something called the “prin-
ciple of double effect.” Italian 
priest Thomas Aquinas, to 
whom the principle is cred-
ited to, first introduced it in 
the context of self defense. 
Though Aquinas’s proposed 
situation was far more ex-
treme—that killing one’s as-
sailant was permissible, if 
one did not intend to kill 
him—the core meaning of the 
principle seemed applicable 
to my own situation. It states 
that achieving a good out-
come that comes with a nega-
tive side effect is okay, as long 
as the net gain is positive, and 
the negative side effect was 
relatively unintentional. I 
didn’t realize then, but I had 
essentially “double effect”-
ed myself. I had known that 
the more clubs I joined, the 
more time I would lose from 
schoolwork, sleep, and per-

sonal time, but I had forced 
myself to be okay with that 
fact, because I thought be-
ing able to involve myself on 
campus was of greater impor-
tance. As a student who has 
always been on the shy side, 
I had been advised by count-
less teachers throughout my 
years of school to push my-
self to immerse in the cam-
pus community. Over the 
years, that advice stuck with 
me, and I had morphed it into 
something more acute.

 Only when I had to 
start dropping clubs left and 
right did I notice something 
was off. Sometimes having to 
attend three clubs in a row on 
the weekends, I found myself 
having to stay up late to catch 
up on time finishing school-
work. Despite having antici-
pated this, I hadn’t expected 
that I would start loosening 
my club commitments in or-
der to find more time.

At first, I led myself to be-
lieve that the reason behind 
my skipping club meetings 
and being “too busy” was 
because I wasn’t manag-
ing my time well, and that I 
couldn’t even dream to be-
come a leader on campus if 
I couldn’t even keep up with 
my schoolwork after joining a 
few clubs. However, the more 
I observed the way the mem-
bers of the clubs had such an 
easy presence about them, 
and how genuinely happy 
they were, the more I discov-
ered that I had distorted what 
the meaning of being a part of 
these clubs was. In many of 
the clubs I had once thought 
to be smaller and therefore 
less important, I met so many 
new people, and uncovered 
passions I didn’t even know I 
had. I came to realize that, as 
much as taking on leadership 
roles within clubs is excel-
lent training for the future, 
making friends and meeting 
people is equally important, 
not to mention being able to 
relax.

With only two months 
left in school, I stuck to less 
than a fourth of the clubs I 
originally signed up for, only 
remaining a part of Philo, 
Photon, K-Pop, and The Phil-
lipian, but I have been able to 
settle with that fact. I know 
that it is okay not to be so 
tense all the time—that it is 
okay to keep the clubs that 
not only stimulate me intel-
lectually, but also serve as 
a time for me to truly enjoy 
myself. Every once in a while, 
I remind myself that I’ll only 
get to experience Andover 
once, so I shouldn’t spend my 
three years here drowning in 
stress and self-inflicted tur-
moil, and instead slow down 
and find some fun for myself 
while I’m still here.

Double Effect-ing Myself
EMILY HUANG

Leila Hardy is a Junior from 
Lake Oswego, Ore. Contact the 
author at lhardy22@andover.
edu.

LEILA HARDY

The Academic Divide
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Emily Huang is a new Lower 
from Andover, Mass. Contact 
the author at ehuang21@ando-
ver.edu. 
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IN AMERICA TODAY, 
the ever constricting 
pressure to meet certain 

gendered body standards and 
ideals to be considered attrac-
tive, or to even be considered 
a person deserving of basic de-
cency, proliferates. Splattered 
through our media and even 
the way that friends and family 
interact, is the omnipresent in-
visible beast of diet culture. Or 
as I like to call it, disordered 
eating culture. 

If an eating disorder is a 
psychological disorder in-
volving severe preoccupa-
tions and disturbances in-
volving behavior and thought 
regarding food, disordered 
eating is the undiagnosed 
culturally accepted version. 
When an attractive white up-

per middle class  suburban 
teenage girl already with a 
BMI of 18.5 decides to stop 
eating and starts to resemble 
a prisoner of war, everyone 
is shocked and horrified. But 
when someone who doesn’t 
fit the prescribed labels of 
privilege, and wasn’t “thin” 
to begin with participates in 
the same behaviors, they’re 
praised for their weight loss 
and asked about the secret to 
their success. Though the 
intention may not have 

stemmed from 

a malicious or malevolent 
place, this normalization of 
eating disorders and disor-
dered eating is reprehensible. 

Eating disorders are not a 

source of praise or a weight 
loss technique. Eating dis-
orders are not attractive or 
glamorous. They are not the 
romantic plight of soft spo-
ken doe eyed models who 
want attention. They are the 
destructive tsunamis that en-
gulf and terrorize every gen-
der, race, and class, and un-
like our incarceration rates, 
they do not discriminate. 

When we normalize disor-
dered eating habits, no mat-
ter how unintentionally, we 
normalize and posite our en-
dorsement of  a psychiatric 

illness that has the highest 
rates of mortality across the 
entire spectrum of mental 
illnesses. According to the 
National Association of An-
orexia Nervosa and Associ-
ated Disorders, every 62 min-
utes, at least one person dies 
as a direct result from an eat-
ing disorder. So in the time it 
has taken you to watch one 
episode of Game of Thrones, 
someone has already died as 
a result of our collective cul-
tural glamorization.

When most people imag-
ine someone with an 

Eating Disorder, 
they typically imag-
ine  someone starv-
ing themselves or 
quietly throwing up 
their lunch, engag-
ing in behaviors typi-
cally associated with 
Anorexia Nervosa or 
Bulimia Nervosa,  in 
an effort to achieve a 
fatal physique. It is a 

imperative to remem-
ber, however, that not 

all eating disorders can 
be grouped into these two 

categories, but that all eat-
ing disorders are still deadly. 
Though we often forget to 
acknowledge the individuals 
struggling with less common 
disorders, there is a wide 
spectrum of manifestation,  
including  Binge Eating Dis-
order, Pica, Rumination Dis-
order, ARFID, EDNOS, and 
infinitely more. So if some-
one does not fit your stereo-
typical reductive notion of 
an “eating disorder body”, 
they still do not warrant your 
misguided comments of “but 
you’re not skinny enough!” 
or “you don’t look that sick 
to me”. This mindset only 
propagates their disorder and 
encourages the already debil-
itating belief that they’re not 

“sick enough” to have an eat-
ing disorder or to seek treat-
ment. 

Like any mental illness, 
there is an immense variety 
of factors involved in the on-
set and progression of the 

disorder, but our societal en-
couragement and stereotyp-
ing and overall ignorance and 
misinformation surrounding 
eating disorders is not only 
not helping anyone, but ac-
tively promoting deadly be-
haviors. Eating disorders are 
a real issue and they require 
our real attention. As body 
positive activist Anastasia 
Amour said, “Eating disor-
ders are deadly... and the si-
lence around them even more 
so.”

k.ramratnam/the phillipian

Enough of Your Sick Enough

GISELLE JONES-MOLLOD

Giselle Jones-Mollod is a Ju-
nior from Harvard, Mass. Con-
tact the author at gjonesmol-
lod22@andover.edu.

I KNEW WHAT I WAS 
getting into when I said 
#yestoandover. On my re-

visit day, in the Chapel where I 
spend so much of my time now, 
Mr. Ventre told all new admits 
that we were the “Chosen Ones”. 
Cliched or not, it felt good to be 
called that. It meant that Andover 
wanted us, that the school already 
loved us, and that we belonged to 
it. So in the end, my decision was 
based on love. I know— another 
cliche—but I felt love here and a 
sense that despite Andover’s rep-

utation as an academically rigor-
ous school, a student’s well being 
and growth was its top priority. I 
was ready to make here a place 
where I would excel, grow, and 
be happy. 

    I walk through the Great 
Lawn, watching the new admits, 
and reminisce about my revisit 
day two years ago. And I see the 
same hope and anticipation on 
their faces I felt that day. As I 
walk, I’m determined to be hon-
est to myself about my experienc-
es here and my frustration with 
the sometimes toxic competi-
tiveness that pervades our com-
munity. I’m not going to lie, there 
have been moments that I’ve de-
spaired and wondered if my de-
cision to come here was wrong. 
Moments, where I have wanted 
love but received the opposite 
and vice versa. Instances where I 
felt excluded had hurt me acutely, 
but then I was sometimes guilty 
of this exclusion too. Sometimes, 
I would notice someone in pain 
but choose not to reach out or 
inversely, be in pain myself and 
no one seems to notice. Some 

of us are able to express our-
selves to one another, and we’re 
the lucky ones. We share our 
stress and worries about grades, 
friends, sports, music and so on. 
Yet, sometimes we really don’t, 
because there’s an underlying 
pressure to remain stoic and quiet 
about our pain, because showing 
our vulnerability means weak-
ness and a loss of opportunity.  
For example, I feel like admitting 
to not have extra time to sleep or 
extra time to complete and un-
derstand math both indicate that 
as a candidate, I worry I may not 
seem fit for the leadership role. In 
another instance, admitting that a 
social dynamic isn’t working and 
isn’t inclusive might mean being 
lonely or left out. Most of us have 
experienced this one time or an-
other. We reel from the toxicity 
stemming from the competitive-
ness in our work and life at An-
dover and yet we remain resilient 
and stoic in the face of it, with no 
way to let it out, no way to engage 
with one another so we are able 
to deal with it collectively than 
alone. A study done by Dr. David 

Topor of Harvard Medical School 
reports that people who consis-
tently choose to accept and share 
their emotional experiences have 
a higher likelihood to show great-
er psychological health over the 
next six months. Dr. Topor urges 
many to not be scared of sharing 
their emotions and discourages 
the need to suppress feelings that 
many perceive as being vulner-
able.

Listening to our friends needs 
to be something beyond the 
scope of proctors, prefects, advi-
sors, and so on. We need to dispel 
this poisonous need to constantly 
prove ourselves. School can help 
us shift out of this crevice of dis-
trust. Just like focusing on grati-
tude this year, a good plan for 
next year would be to ask our 
community to evaluate what the 
phrase “Big Blue Nice” means to 
them, with love and trust being at 
the center of this. If we become a 
community of listeners and shar-
ers who possess true empathy 
and try to understand a person’s 
position and giving them the 
strength to speak up, then we be-

come trustworthy and this should 
encourage more openness among 
the student body. 

So, how do we start? It’s like the 
leap of faith, where you let your-
self fall back and trust your peers 
will catch you. We start there, by 
taking the first step and opening 
up about our true feelings; tell-
ing our friends we get stressed 
and feel overwhelmed some-
times. We need a shift in think-
ing that just because someone 
shares their pain or anxiety, that 
they always need a solution, or 
that they suffer for some inherent 
problem. Listening is not about 
fixing, labeling or judgment. We 
need to go beyond kindness and 
listen better, empathize by relat-
ing to others, by owning their suf-
fering. With practice, I hope this 
becomes innate to our nature and 
a part of our cultural identity. 

MIRAYA BHAYANI

Big Blue Advice
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Eating disorders are not 
a source of praise or a 
weight loss technique. 

Eating disorders are not 
attractive or glamorous. 

Miraya Bhayani is a two 
year Lower from Singapore. 
Contact the author at mbhay-
ani21@andover.edu.
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minutes, at least one 

person dies as a direct 
result from an eating 

disorder. 
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Smith House, currently an upperclassman girls dorm, will become an 9th 
and 10th grade dorm in the 2019-2020 school year. 

S.BAHNASY/THE PHILLIPIAN

To promote widespread 
and effective composting on 
campus, the EcoAction Club 
began the process of install-
ing dorm compost programs 
last week as they work toward 
their goal of reducing campus’ 
carbon footprint and even-
tually becoming a zero waste 
campus. 

Fifteen faculty members 
have volunteered to partici-
pate in the composting pro-
gram pilot in their homes and 
dormitories. The residence 
halls that will participate 
are Whitney House, Double 
Brick House, Hearsey House, 
Stevens House, and Stimson 
House.

Stephanie Curci, a House 
Counselor in Stevens, believes 
that due to the rate of con-
sumption and waste on cam-
pus, composting is necessary. 
She grew up with composting 
and hoped that it would hap-
pen on campus.

Stephanie Curci said, “[The 
composting is] going to be 
run by a group called Roots 
Compost, and they will col-
lect compost in buckets in our 
dorm. I’ll have a bucket for 
my house and there will be a 
bigger bin for the dorm. We 
will take it out once a week 
when they come to pickup 
and they’ll give us a new bin 
that’s clean.”

Georgia Ezell ’19, Co-Head 
of EcoAction, wants to ensure 
that the program is success-
ful. 

She said,“Right now, we’re 
working with the sustainabil-
ity office to try to help the 
dorms that have implemented 
this compost system actual-
ly get it up and rolling. We’re 
going to try to go into some of 
these dorms and talk to stu-
dents about how to compost 

responsibly and the impor-
tance of the system of sustain-
ability at Andover.”

Claire Gallou, House Coun-
selor in Stimson, was enthusi-
astic about starting to com-
post in the dorm. 

Gallou said, “The immedi-
ate impact [of composting on 
campus] is awareness of food 
waste. What composting can 
do is waste fewer resourc-
es and replenish the soil. [It 
will] help people understand 
what a landfill is and that it 
is closed. Even biodegradable 
things will not biodegrade in 
a landfill because it is sealed 
up.”

According to Ezell, Eco-
Action often works with the 
Sustainability Steering Com-
mittee, often to collaborate on 
projects like composting.  

Allison Guerette, Campus 
Sustainability Coordinator 
and faculty advisor for Eco-
Action, wrote in an email in-
terview with The Phillipian, 
“[Andover] composts food 
waste from Paresky Commons 
and the Andover Inn. We will 
use this pilot to assess the fea-
sibility and benefit of expand-
ing composting to residence 
halls and faculty homes.”

The group that will be run-
ning the dorm-based com-
posting, Roots Compost, re-
cently merged with a larger 
compost and sustainability 
company called OffBeet. Off-
Beet is a compost company 
that operates in the great-
er Lowell area and serves a 
larger client base than Roots 
Compost. 

According to Gallou, Off-
Beet is able to take all organic 
materials in the compost bins. 
This would be anything that 
is biodegradable, including 
newspaper, paper towels, piz-
za boxes, bones, shells, coffee 
filters, and more.

“I’ve been composting with 
the same company the campus 

is going to use for about a year 
or two. I know them, I know 
the system, I know they’re 
great. I have the bucket al-
ready, I know how it works,” 
said Gallou.

Gallou continued, “I real-
ly, really wanted it to become, 
not a pilot, but something 
normal everywhere, and I 
think we can really do it. My 
experience with the company 
has been very positive, so I’m 
very optimistic and I think 
this is really the way to go 
to reduce waste and become 
more aware not just of how 
much waste we can save from 
landfills, but also from how 
much food we actually waste 
and how to be more conscious 
of that.”

Guerette also emphasized 
the importance of composting 
in light of the upcoming Non 
Sibi Day. In the dumpsters of 
the residence halls, there is a 
large quantity of food waste, 
according to Guerette. Com-
posting redirects the waste 
that would once end up in 
landfill or incinerators to the 
soil where it can promote nu-
trients and microbes in the 
soil.

Eventually, EcoAction and 
the Sustainability Steering 
Committee hope to achieve 
producing zero waste on cam-
pus. Thus far, the Sustainabil-
ity Steering Committee has a 
Climate Action Plan, and is 
planning other sustainability 
initiatives for the future.   

“Sustainability is huge 
especially in terms of our 
waste reduction. On campus, 
we have sites where you can 
compost your food waste, but 
I think bringing that to dor-
mitories will be really, really 
beneficial in terms of reduc-
ing our carbon footprint as a 
school,” said Ezell.

Sustainability on Campus: EcoAction Club 
and Sustainability Steering Committee 

Launch Composting Program

HANNAH JUSTICZ

to promoting healthy environ-
ments in residential life. 

“[Reducing drug use is] not 
the primary aim. I think we are 
hoping to offer an opportunity 
for some tenth graders to live 
in smaller dorms where there 
would be closer relationships, 
hopefully, with house counsel-
ors and their prefects, where 
they’d have an opportunity to 
build some connections with 
ninth graders, and our thought 
is actually really to develop 
leadership skills in those spac-
es,” said Elliott. 

The dorms being consid-
ered for this change are Smith 
House, Tucker House, Whitney 
House, America House, and 
Draper Cottage. According to 
Mundra, it remains uncertain 
whether each dorm affected 
will house new or returning 
Lowers.

“It is not yet clear in Smith 
and in Tucker, particularly, if it 
would be returning students or 
new tenth graders that would 
be in those dorms. So that is 
still something that the deans 
are talking about. We wanted to 
take a look at a boys dorm and 
a girl dorm, so Tucker will be a 
boys and Smith will be a girls. 
And we want to take a look at 
a dorm that was not huge like 
Rockwell or Nathan Hale, and 
not too small like Newman or 
like Eaton,” said Mundra. 

While Mia Levy ’21, a resi-
dent of Smith House, is upset 
about the prospect of leaving 
her dorm, she understands the 
fluidity of the housing system.  

“I understand that housing 
is really complicated, and that 
they have to switch stuff around 
and that they’re at the liberty to 
do that, but it was still upset-
ting for us because Smith is a 
really homey dorm, and we all 
really found a place there, and 
we were really excited to stay… 
We’re not entitled to [Smith], 
but it’s just disappointing that 
we had this perfect dorm and 
we no longer get to live there, 
but I understand that it has to 
happen,” said Levy.

Mundra explained that the 
administration has considered 
the potential gains and losses 
of the change. While Lowers 
would assume a leadership 
role, they would also lose the 
mentorship of Upperclassmen 
in their dorms. 

“We are also thinking about 
the new tenth graders and po-
tentially what they might be 

gaining from being in a dorm 
with all new students and po-
tentially what they would be 
losing in some of the mentor-
ship that happens with older 
students. So we’ve been think-
ing about new tenth graders, if 
they are in a ninth/tenth grade 
dorm, potentially what kind of 
mentorship could still be pos-
sible within their cluster,” said 
Mundra.

According to Faith Mona-
han ’20, the experimental na-
ture of the change may prevent 
students from fully integrating 
into the broader school com-
munity. Monahan noted that 
having returning Lowers in 
these dorms could bridge this 
divide. 

“I think that it would be hard 
for [Juniors] to be in a dorm 
that’s smaller and experimen-
tal, and I think it would be very 
difficult for those new Lowers 
to then be expected to integrate 
fully with other Lowers while 
being told you’re in this spe-
cial dorm… I think that having 
returning Lowers also be a part 
of that would make a huge dif-
ference and make it a lot easier 
for people to integrate into the 
school,” said Monahan.

Elliott continued, “Right 
now, we’re in a period of trying 
on an idea and trying to collect 
some information and see how 
it goes. I would say always drug 
use and alcohol use makes us 
think and try to examine how 
we could be creating dorm 
spaces that feel safer for our 
kids. That’s always something 
we’re thinking on, but that’s 
not the primary driver of this 
initiative.”

For Mundra, a challenge of 
the housing process is find-
ing a balance between choice 
and ensuring an inclusive and 
representative atmosphere in 
dorms. Mundra explained that 
achieving this inclusivity is a 
goal for the administration.

“There is always what is on 
our mind, an intersection of 
student choice with housing 
and design for living environ-
ments, design of the student 
body composition. We have 
42 dorms. We hope that each 
dorm is representative of the 
student body that we have… We 
want to move towards all dorms 
having a true representation of 
the Andover community. I feel 
strongly that living spaces are 
also learning spaces, and we 
have such a diverse communi-
ty,” said Mundra. 

Tucker House, Smith House, 
America House, Whitney 

House, and Draper Cottage
Considered for 

Underclassmen Housing

NEWS IN BRIEF
This Week:

•	 On Sunday, March 31, the Interfaith Knitting 
Project took place from 4:00 to 5:30 p.m. in 
Baldwin Cloister in Cochran Chapel. The Cath-
olic Student Fellowship sponsored the event.  

•	 Allen Grimm, Instructor in Theater and Dance 
and Tang Institute Fellow, led a Tang Lunch 
and Discussion on Wednesday April 3 from 
1:00 to 2:00 p.m. in the Mural Room in Pares-
ky Commons. Grimm highlighted concepts of 
identity through writing and performance.

Looking  Ahead:

•	 Brace Fellow Sarah Stack ’19 will present her 
research on the history and future of women’s 
wrestling next Saturday, April 6, from 10:30 
a.m. to 12:00 p.m. in the School Room of Abbot 
Hall. Stack aims to answer questions such as: 
Why has wrestling fallen behind other con-
tact sports? Why are men so afraid to wrestle 
women? What should the future of women’s 
wrestling look like?

•	 The third annual TEDxPAAndover 2019 

on Saturday, April 6 will feature 12 students 
addressing various global issues. The event, 
which begins at noon, will be streamed live 
at https://livestream.com/phillipsacademy/
TEDx2019.

•	 Foodmatters and Rise Against Hunger will 
be hosting the third annual meal packaging 
event this Sunday, April 7, from 2:00 to 4:00 
p.m. in the Case Memorial Cage. This year’s 
meal packaging event aims to pack a total of 
30,000 meals. 

REPORTING BY HANNAH DASTGHEIB

Continued  from A1, Column  5

PA Giving Day Raises 
Over 2 Million Dollars

“PA Giving Day” was on March 27, and over 3,000 donors contributed more than $2 
million in donations. In addition, a $25,000 scholarship was created for every 750 
donors. On campus, a Gunga scavenger hunt allowed students to have a gift made in 
their name if they found one of ten stuffed Gunga gorillas hidden around campus. 
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NMy Ted Talk is about the psychological and physiological health benefits of laughter yoga 

which... incorporates laughter. The whole idea is that your brain can’t differentiate between 
real and false laughter, and you have the same health benefits from both. The mental state of 
Generation Z, our generation, is not as psychologically healthy as we should be, and laughter 
yoga is just one way that we can immediately become happier. It doesn’t cure mental illness, 
but it can help your brain be healthier in general.

Amelia Meyer ’21

The title of my talk is “Is Your City Smart?” and it pretty much deals with smart cities and smart campus-
es, and technology implementation into cities. I think the major thing that I hope to communicate is really 
a call to action, that’s what the TED talk is. At least at the end of my talk, I say “go out there,” because there 
is work that needs to be done in order to solve a lot of the environmental problems that we have. We’re 
solving a lot of problems but there’s also a lot of global ramifications all around the world. I give a personal 
anecdote and experience as well that I had in India, seeing a lot of those global ramifications.

Anay Mehta ’20
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My talk is about how changing political language affects the way we talk about politics and we make 
political decisions, and how that in turn affects the way we remember history and look at certain issues. 
My goal is to make people more aware of the language that they use and how language affects them in their 
daily lives, and how does that in turn reinforce existing institutions. If we all become more aware about 
language and understand where the words we use come from and their impacts, I think we can better cre-
ate a society in which our language reflects the goals that we want to meet, and then actually meet them.

Karen Sun ’20

When you look at the media, you often get the impression that nanotech is about nanobots, these tiny things 
that invade your bloodstream and fix you from the inside, but that’s technology that doesn’t exist yet: it’s at least 
thirty years into the future. The media is perpetuating stereotypes about something that hasn’t even been invent-
ed yet, so that makes us overlook the technology we already have right now. So that’s one of the reasons I wanted 
to talk about the role of the media in misrepresenting nanotechnology. I want to urge the audience to reconsider 
the information they’re getting and pretty much call the media out for misrepresenting science for financial gain.

Klang Jatusripitak ’20
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Right now, we are in a technological revolution, so I thought it would be interesting if I could raise aware-
ness of the ethics, especially with the improvement and development, of new technologies. Our world is 
changing and we have to start thinking about the implications of the technology and the ethics of it, now 
before something happens. We have already heard about certain instances with privacy and data breaches 
and I want to raise awareness of bioethics, neuroethics before that technology becomes our reality and 
what we can do to prevent further incidents.

Lexie Mariano ’21

My TED Talk is about mass incarceration in America and how the implicit bias of anyone, people in the justice 
system and outside of the justice system, perpetuates mass incarceration. [Also,] how black men are dispropor-
tionately incarcerated compared to other races. Talking about this is really relevant to the [Andover] community. 
I hope that people will think about their own implicit bias and how even if they’re not involved in social justice or 
maybe not even trying to harm anyone, that they could be still unconsciously perpetuating this system.

Niya Harris ’21

T. W

E I / T
H
E
P
H
I L

L
IP

IA
N

M
.L

EV
Y

/T
H
E
P
H
IL

L
I P

IA
N

 My talk is about coupons, and I chose it because I had some sad personal experiences with coupons and I 
hope to reveal their evil identity to everyone. Basically, I’m doing a talk on psychology and behavioral economics 
and how coupons actually compel customers to spend more, and in the start of my speech, I will share a person-
al experience of how I was once fooled by these coupons. I found it to be an interesting topic just to know how 
humans really aren’t in control of their actions, and something as simple as coupons or discounts can actually 
greatly influence their behavior. It’s a really interesting thing to know, and it helps you save your money.

 Peter Wu ’22

My TED talk is about gender inequality, but it’s mostly focused on period poverty. I chose this topic because, 
in the summer, I heard about girls my own age and even younger [that] they routinely miss school because they 
couldn’t afford menstrual products. As of now, menstruation is a really stigmatized topic—not a lot of people like 
talking about it. Girls shouldn’t embarrassed of having a period. It’s important for boys and men to understand 
that menstruation is a completely natural and necessary bodily function so they should be supportive and loving.

Sarah Wang ’22
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college, and when I got in and some of my friends got in, lots of people were saying, in and out of Andover, my friends 
are getting in because they’re minorities, which I felt wasn’t true at all… It’s okay to speak and say things that are 
offensive to people, but most important, we have so many resources to educate ourselves here, and if we’re actively 
using those resources to learn about our history and replenish your education, we can make more informed state-
ments when we talk to each other, when we vote, and when we navigate the world. Just learn your history.

Michelle Tlaseca Verde ’19
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My TEDx talk is about learning in bilingual children, and I chose it mainly because I’m bilingual. So are my sib-
lings. I want people to understand that language development in bilinguals is very hard to measure. Standardized 
tests should be relooked at and shouldn’t be looked at as the main factor when determining whether someone has 
a learning misdiagnosis or of someone’s intelligence. 

Emilia Sanz-Rios ’22

Reporting by Laura Ospina 
and William YueTEDx Phillips Academy Andover is an annual event where a select group of students give TEDx talks on 

a topic of their choice. Students submitted proposals and were selected during Winter term. The twelve 
students selected are now preparing to present their talks on Saturday, April 6th. 
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My talk is titled “Decoding Sexism in AI,” and it is basically addressing the problem of having primarily 
white male coders and engineers in technology. The key of the talk is to shed light--because usually when we 
talk about women in STEM, it’s about equal opportunities, and I think that’s true—but I think it’s also a much 
greater problem. It’s not just about treating people equally, but it’s also about what’s coming out of these proj-
ects. Having a diverse team and perspectives leads to better technology and innovation that will contribute to 
our society more powerfully.

Isabella Morona ’19

Editor’s Note - James Collett 
’20 is also presenting a Tedx 
talk titled “How to Disagree”. 
He declined to comment. 
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Founder of Outdoor 
Pursuits Brought Outward 

Bound Organization to 
America

In addition to English, His-
tory, and Math classes, there’s 
one graduation requirement at 
Andover that is less traditional: 
completing the ropes course in 
Borden Gymnasium. Without 
the work of one man, Joshua 
Miner, this may not have been 
the case.

Joshua Miner, who taught 
at Andover for 25 years, was 
responsible for bringing the 
educational philosophy of ex-
perience-based learning to the 
United States, according to 
“The New York Times.”

In 1965, Miner established 
the first American branch of 
Outward Bound, an interna-
tional organization that teaches 
students students skills nec-
essary for survival. The orga-
nization aims to instill values 
necessary for life such as char-
acter, leadership, and a sense of 
service, according to outward-
bound.org.

“Outward Bound takes stu-
dents on carefully supervised 
expeditions to places in the 
wild to emphasize self-reliance 
and teamwork. They engage in 
whatever exercises the terrain 
and the season offer—like sail-
ing, backpacking or climbing—
the idea being for students to 
draw on their inner strength 
and grow from shared experi-
ences,” wrote “The New York 
Times.”

In addition to bringing Out-
ward Bound to the United 
States, Miner also started the 
Outdoor Pursuits program on 
campus, which takes students 
on hiking and camping trips 
around New England. Original-
ly called Search & Rescue, Out-
door Pursuits aims to promote 
collaborate work rather than 
athletic competition. 

According to Donald Slater, 
Current Director of Outdoor 
Pursuits, Miner’s influence at 
Andover continues in the lives 
of students today, 

“One of the initial reasons 
that… Outward Bound [was 
founded] was to show young 
people that they were capable 
of much more than they be-
lieved. Roughly 75 years later, 
this lesson is just as relevant 
and important and remains at 
the heart of the Outdoor Pur-
suits mission… There are few 
joys I get out of [Outdoor Pur-
suits] that are more inspiring 
than seeing a student accom-
plish something that they pre-
viously thought themselves in-
capable of doing,” wrote Slater 
in an email to The Phillipian. 

Ingrid Appen ’22, a member 
of Outdoor Pursuits on campus, 

looks forward to attending ev-
ery day. 

“I did Outdoor Pursuits in 
the fall, and it was one of the 
highlights of my term. I bond-
ed so much with the people in 
my groups and we got to try 
so many new things together,” 
wrote Appen in an email to The 
Phillipian. 

In addition to influencing 
the lives of students on campus, 
Outward Bound and Outdoor 
Pursuits also inspired the cre-
ation of several local adventure 
programming organizations 
such as Project Adventure and 
Northeast Adventure. 

Jerry Pieh, the director of 
Outdoor Pursuits in 1966, was 
integral in the founding of Proj-
ect Adventure, according to 
Bob Ryan, Director of Safety 
and Risk Management at Proj-
ect Adventure. Andover con-
tinues to have a relationship 
with Northeast Adventure as 
the company inspects our rope 
courses and climbing walls, ac-
cording to Slater. 

“Project Adventure really 
grew out of the Outward Bound 
movement… The whole idea of 
Project Adventure was to take 
the education philosophy of 
Outward Bound and see if it 
could be adapted into a school 
environment,” said Ryan.

The American branch of 
Outward Bound currently runs 
over 1,000 courses worldwide, 
reaching 35,000 students an-
nually, according to outward-
bound.org. They have also 
established a program for chil-
dren with special needs, which 
has been implemented in over 
100 public schools, according 
to “The New York Times.”

“By [Outward Bound’s] 40th 
anniversary, 600,000 people 
had gone through the program 
in this country. The program 
now encompasses five ‘wilder-
ness schools’ nationwide and 
two urban centers, in New York 
and Boston, attracting nearly 
40,000 students a year,” wrote 
“The New York Times.”

At Andover, Outdoor Pur-
suits continues to follow by the 
traditional values of Outward 
Bound and the founding prin-
ciples of Search & Rescue, ac-
cording to Slater. 

“One of the primary goals of 
Search and Rescue, as Outdoor 
Pursuits was called then, was to 
provide an athletic opportunity 
for students where the focus 
was on outdoor team building, 
skill and character growth, and 
personal challenge setting and 
achievement in a non-compet-
itive atmosphere… [Outdoor 
Pursuits] still follows this ex-
periential learning approach 
today,” wrote Slater. 

LAURA OSPINA

An outdoor pursuits team on a hike near Lake Winnipesauke, NH.
COURTESY OF DONALD SLATER

Learning in the World Task Force 
Aims to Promote Global Competency

Over the past four years, 
the Learning in the World 
(LITW) programs have more 
than tripled, going from 12 
programs to 38 programs. 
As the programs continue 
to expand, the administra-
tion has established a LITW 
Task Force consisting of fac-
ulty across campus that aims 
to promote global under-
standing from within cam-
pus, according to Carmen 
Muñoz-Fernández, Instruc-
tor in Spanish and Director of 
LITW. 

Muñoz-Fernández said, 
“The task force is looking at 
is whether it makes sense to 
create a global studies cen-
ter, a place where students 
and faculty can come and be 
connected to global education 
and competency, and to con-
nect our students to the out-
side world not just through 
programs off campus. It could 
be through activities, digi-
tally, or by collaborations on 
campus.”

In an effort to add ex-
perience to the team, 
Muñoz-Fernández chose the 
faculty members partly due 
to their experience leading 
LITW trips.

Muñoz-Fernández said, 
“We wanted to have a vari-
ety of voices and perspec-
tives, so we wanted to have 
a group of people who have 
been involved in Learning in 
the World and had a lot of 
experience in the past few 
years, as well as some new-
er faculty who may not have 
had the chance to be involved 
and who wanted to, since 
they could bring a fresh per-
spective in the discussion we 
could have.”

Eric Roland, a member of 
the Task Force and Director 
of Partnerships with the Tang 
Institute, is excited to help 
students and faculty improve 
their global competency.

Roland said, “We have in-

formation at our fingertips 
and access to forms of un-
derstanding about others and 
ourselves, and we should con-
tinue to be investing in un-
derstanding our world as we 
think about all of you, as you 
graduate into a world that will 
be probably even more hyper-
connected. I have lived in dif-
ferent parts of the world, and 
with each stop along the way, 
I’ve gained a keener appreci-
ation for the different struc-
tures and systems that are in 
place and a deeper apprecia-
tion for issues that are trans-
national and affect all of us, 
and those are not going away.”

Muñoz-Fernández will 
lead the Task Force, which is 
comprised of Ryan Wheeler, 
Director of the Robert S. Pea-
body Institute of Archaeolo-
gy; Erin McCloskey, Associate 
Director of Educational Ini-
tiatives and Adjunct Instruc-
tor in Spanish; Donald Slat-
er, Instructor in History and 
Social Science; Eric Roland, 
Precourt Director of Partner-
ships with the Tang Institute; 
Erin Strong, Instructor in 
Theater and Dance; Andrea 
Bailey, Instructor in Biology; 
Noureddine El Alam, Instruc-
tor in Mathematics, Statis-
tics, and Computer Science; 
and Flavia Vidal, Instructor 
in English and Director of 
the Brace Center for Gender 
Studies.

Vidal has helped with An-
dover’s global work for over 
ten years. She previously 
worked with a group of facul-
ty members, called the Global 
Perspectives Group, to plan 
LITW programs before they 
became consistent.

“Part of the LITW philos-
ophy is that you can find a lot 
of these different environ-
ments and communities even 
within the United States. And 
of course, for our many inter-
national students, the United 
States is LITW. It’s impossi-
ble to live in the world in the 
21st century and not be think-
ing globally in some way,” said 
Vidal.

Vidal continued, “Every-
thing is connected. What hap-
pens in one part of the world 
sometimes has repercussions 
everywhere else, and the 
more we know about other 
places and people, the better 
equipped we will be to ad-
dress these issues, challenges, 
and opportunities. It’s also 
super fun and rewarding.

The team will be meeting 
for the first time this week, 
and at the end of Spring Term, 
the team will have an oppor-
tunity to explore how to fur-
ther develop the program and 
its connection to the student 
body.

Muñoz-Fernández said, 
“The Task Force will also be 
exposed to professional de-
velopment opportunities, 
so a group of us is hoping to 
go to the Harvard Graduate 
School of Education. In May, 
they have a two day work-
shop called the Think Tank 
on Global Education, where 
you work together to learn 
about how to bring global 
competency curriculums to 
your school, and then you can 
network with other people 
who are trying to do the same 
thing, and they can guide you 
on things that have or haven’t 
worked, as well as things to 
consider.”

The Task Force hopes 
to have suggestions for the 
LITW programs by the end of 
Fall Term.

Muñoz-Fernández said, 
“One of the things we are do-
ing, apart from weekly meet-
ing during the spring and fall 
terms, is our hope is that by 
the end of the Fall Term we’d 
have a report to present to the 
Senior Academic Council for 
them to consider, with a time-
line and some recommenda-
tions and considerations for 
the Academy to have.”

WILLIAM YUE

cisions. 
“The Admission office tries 

to select four days that strad-
dle the weekend so that trav-
eling for families is easier…
We tend to space them out so 
they work within our school’s 
major events calendar, and a 
family’s schedule. The time 
frame is from once students 
return from Spring Break, and 
before April 10, the deadline 
for a decision response,” said 
Acosta-Chavez in an email to 
The Phillipian.

Many students signed up to 
be hosts at the end of Winter 
Term, and those selected were 
then matched depending on 
shared interests with the pro-
spective students. Some stu-
dents, like Sofia Smirnov ’22, 
enjoy the process of bringing 
these visiting students into 
their lives for a day. 

Smirnov said, “I personally 
loved getting to show people 
around and exposing them to 
the diverse culture of Andover. 

Honestly, it has been a great 
experience to highlight the 
many benefits of this school, 
and informing newly admit-
ted students on why my expe-
rience here so far has been so 
great.”

Julian Dahl ’22 shared a 
similar sentiment when ex-
plaining why he decided to 
sign up to host a revisiting stu-
dent this year as well.  

Dahl said, “I feel like being 
a revisit host is a really good 
way to give back to the com-
munity. I remember when I 
was a visiting student, I was 
shy and did not really know the 
school. But it turned out that I 
enjoyed my revisit because my 
revisit host did a great job of 
showing me all aspects of this 
school. This is just an amazing 
opportunity to represent the 
school that I love.” 

On his Spring Visit day, 
newly admitted eighth grader 
Charlie Ferguson noticed the 
school’s emphasis on diversity 
and inclusion.

“It was an amazing experi-
ence to just meet with people 
from so many different places 
and backgrounds. I noticed 

that this school consisted of a 
lot of people, especially while 
being in courses with different 
grades. I felt that I was includ-
ed into the community, as I 
was introduced and welcomed 
wherever I went,” said Fergu-
son. 

According to Mallick, the 
changed schedule in the 2019-
2020 School year will also re-
sult in a changed revisit pro-
cess, though she hopes that 
the spirit of welcoming the 
admitted students will remain 
the same. 

Mallick said, “With the 
schedule change next year, we 
are going to have to redesign 
what we do, because students 
will have fewer classes for 
longer periods. We have not 
really talked about it in depth, 
but the most important aspect 
of revisit day will still be wel-
coming the students in the 
best way possible.”

Continued  from A1, Column  2

Andover Welcomes Admitted 
Students for Spring Visit Day

S.ZHANG / THE PHILLIPIAN
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“Stay Aware”: MVP Awareness Week Sheds Light on 
Gender-Based Violence and Sexual Assault

“Slut.” “Bossy.” “Bitchy.” 
These words, written anony-
mously by passing students, 
were a part of a campaign 
run by Andover’s Mentors in 
Violence Prevention (MVP) 
program for MVP Awareness 
Week. Beginning on Monday, 
students walking through the 
lobby in Paresky Commons 
would notice large posters 
with boxes around the words 
“FEMININITY” and “MAS-
CULINITY.”

According to MVP mem-
ber Isabella Gateley ’20, these 
sheets aim to deconstruct 
gender norms surrounding 
traditionally masculine or 

feminine traits. 
“The whole point of the 

Awareness Week is to raise 
awareness for important is-
sues like sexual assault, sexu-
al harassment, being an active 
bystander, gender norms, and 
other gender-based violence, 
which is what the MVP pro-
gram stands for. So if you’ve 
seen on the [Paresky Com-
mons] tables, there’s those 
boxes with “femininity” and 
“masculinity”. And so what 
inside the box is what’s sup-
posed to be considered con-
ventionally feminine, and 
then what’s outside the box 
is what you [might] get called 
if you don’t fit that box,” said 
Gateley.

As the week progressed, 
rainbow-colored origami 

“fortune-tellers” filled the 
table, and copies from a com-
ic book called “Not on My 
Watch” appeared on bath-
room stalls, and students de-
livered speeches about gen-
der-based violence at cluster 
meetings.

These displays draw atten-
tion to the plight of abuse and 
gender-based violence, both 
on campus and around the 
world, according to Claudine 
Waggoner ’20, member of the 
MVP Awareness Week Plan-
ning Committee. Waggoner 
explained that the activities 
intended to penetrate the so-
called “Andover Bubble” and 
draw attention to just how 
pervasive these issues can be.

“[It’s] acknowledgement of 
the fact that there is abuse in 
the world, and that we, even 
though campus can be inside 
of a bubble, as students who 
are going to school and get-
ting an education, we also 
need to fulfill that aspect of 
our education so that we can 
better our world and make 
sure that we’re positive,” said 
Waggoner. 

MVP is a national organi-
zation focused on addressing 
cultural issues of sexual as-
sault, sexual harassment, rape 
culture, and gender-based vi-
olence, among other things. At 
Andover, Lowers are encour-
aged to sign up for the pro-
gram, which requires seven 
90-minute sessions through-
out the fall and winter terms, 
according to Rajesh Mundra, 
Associate Dean of Students. 

Waggoner, alongside Mar-
tina Gil-Diaz ’21, Azariah 
Jones ’21, Sophia Ma ’21, 
Emma Slibeck ’20 and Chio-

ma Ugwonali ’20 - assisted by 
Jack Dacey ’20 and advised by 
Mundra - planned the events 
for MVP Awareness Week. 
They are part of the “post-
MVP” program, which en-
lists MVP alumni to visit Ju-
nior dorms and educate them 
about gender-based violence.

Gil-Diaz hopes that these 
events bring attention to sur-
vivors of gender-based vio-
lence and the statistics sur-
rounding these issues, while 
also creating a safe and inclu-
sive community. 

“Our main goal is to have 
people acknowledge survivors 
of sexual assault and just to 

become educated when they 
become involved in their own 
relationships with people, be-
cause many women that are 
victims of gender-based vio-
lence are hurt by their part-
ners. So we just want to feel 
comfortable and safe in a 
community, and to live in a 
community that we know is 
constantly thinking about is-
sues like these and constant-
ly wanting to improve them,” 
said Gil-Diaz.

SOPHIA LEE

The symposium hosted two panels of Alumni who spoke to students about food justice. 

T.WEI/THE PHILLIPIAN

Hoping to raise awareness 
about food accessibility, a day-
long symposium called “It’s 
Just Food” was hosted by the 
Community and Multicultural 
Development Office (CAMD) 
and the Brace Center for Gen-
der Studies.  

Taking place last Saturday, 
March 30, the symposium fea-
tured social justice advocates 
and addressed systems of in-
equality that exist in today’s 
food system.

LaShawn Springer, Director 
of Community and Multicultur-
al Development, addressed the 
complex variables surrounding 
food justice on a larger scale. 
Springer believes that issues 
such as racism, sexism, and pov-
erty can affect food injustice. 

“The simple part is of course 
everyone should have access 
to good food and clean air and 
clean water - but then you also 
realize the complexities around 
how to do that on a national and 
global level. Food justice has 
both this environmental piece 
[and] a social piece. We were 
talking about how institutional 
racism and sexism and poverty 
play into all of this. It’s [import-
ant] to piece everything good 
at Andover and centralize it so 
that we can have more interdis-
ciplinary lens around food and 
food justice,” said Springer in an 
interview with The Phillipian. 

Fred Opie, Professor of His-
tory and Foodways at Babson 
College, spoke about the histo-
ry of systemic injustice in the 
American food system. 

Opie said, “There is always 
a thread between systems of 
oppression, laborers, and move-

ments. There is no March on 
Washington if there’s no water, 
no food.” 

He stressed the importance 
of food in social movements, 
notably in organizations like the 
Black Panther Party and Opera-
tion Breadbasket.

According to Kiran Ram-
ratnam ’22, Opie’s speech was 
unique from other discussions 
of justice and the environment. 

“[Food accessibility] is abso-
lutely never talked about when 
we talk about environmental-
ism, systematic oppression, and 
systems of racism...I feel like 
what they’re doing is a band-aid 
solution by saying that everyone 
can afford organic food. They’re 
guilting people from communi-
ties with obesity, high diabetes 
rates, and asthma. All these sys-
tems are interconnected,” said 
Ramratnam.  

Eli Newell ’20 thought Opie’s 
connection of history to the 
present was especially import-
ant in confronting current is-
sues. 

Newell said, “Professor Opie 
did a really good job of explain-
ing why some of our current 
systems exist as they do today. 
As we look forward and try to 
figure out how to address the 
injustices in our current sys-
tems, that [is only possible] if 
we understand how they came 
to be as they are.” 

One presentation at the sym-
posium was given by Mariam 
Raqib, who is the founder and 
director of Afghanistan Sam-
sortya, an organization that 
partners with locals to rebuild 
the ecosystem and greenery of 
Afghanistan after four decades 
of war. She discussed her jour-
ney from Afghanistan to Amer-
ica and what eventually led her 
to start Samsortya.

“I lived in Afghanistan till the 
age of eight, and so my child-

hood was this beautiful para-
dise of a place that was green 
[and] lush. And unfortunately, 
years of war and political insta-
bility has devastated the place 
so, I fled Afghanistan. Later on, 
I am in Afghanistan for the first 
time since I was a child, and I 
see a country that is maime,” 
said Raqib in her presentation. 

Because food justice in-
cludes aspects of sustainability, 
Raquib’s mission supported the 
mission of the symposium. For 
the past decade, her organiza-
tion has worked to replant trees, 
build wells, and donate poultry 
to families and communities 
that had been affected. 

In addition to Raqib’s pre-
sentation, the symposium also 
hosted two panels of alumni. 
The first panel included Sar-
ah Chang, ’05, Champions for 
Change Program Manager at 
the Social Justice Learning In-
stitute and Bing Broderick ’81, 
Executive Director of the Haley 
House soup kitchen in Boston. 

The second panel included 
Felipe Storch de Oliveira, ’12, 
an advocate for sustainable de-
velopment in the Brazilian Am-
azon, and Lydia Sisson, Co-Di-
rector of the organization Mill 
City Grows, which aims to make 
healthy food accessible. 

Another panelist, Neelam 
Sharma, is the Executive Di-
rector of Community Services 
Unlimited (C.S.U.) Inc., an or-
ganization dedicated to creating 
community aid programs.  

Sharma said in an interview 
with The Phillipian, “What con-
tinues to inspire me, for exam-
ple, [is] the activism of young 
people globally right now...Do 
not underestimate your own 
importance, as individuals, as 
[a] group on the impact that you 
can have.” 

It’s Just Food: 
Advocating for Food Justice

ELIZABETH CHOU AND
ALEXANDER ASHMAN

MVP left sheets with the words “femininity” and “masculinity” in the lob-
by of Paresky for students to reflect on their perspectives of gender. 
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Mentors of Violence Prevention (MVP) gave out paper fortune-tellers 
with statistics about gender-based violence. 

think that even though we see 
them every day--we see them 
during breakfast, lunch, and 
dinner easily -- we take them 
for granted, and we shouldn’t do 
that because they put so much 
effort to help us thrive as stu-
dents,” said Ramratnam. 

During the event, members 
also encouraged students to reg-
ularly perform simple acts of 
kindness to workers in Paresky 
by saying “thank you” and smil-
ing. Ashley Alvarez ’20, rising 
Co-president of Alianza Latina, 
believes that while the student 
body is generally courteous and 
respectful to the staff on cam-
pus, there is still room to im-
prove.

“I think it’s just basic polite-
ness—thanking the people that 
serve you food every day and 
work really hard to make sure 
all of campus has food; it’s really 
important to show your appre-
ciation for that. And even the 
small things, like little gifts or 
saying “thank you,” that type of 
gratitude is really important for 
such a big campus,” said Alvarez.

Emiliano Caceres ’22, a rising 
board member for Alianza Lati-
na, encourages students to clean 
up after themselves as another 
form of showing gratitude to the 
staff in Paresky.

“They clean up after us every 
day, and we live in a beautiful 
school and we have the oppor-

tunity to live in this beautiful 
place, and they are the people 
who keep that going. And so 
I feel like without them, the 
school wouldn’t function. Say-
ing hello to them is a great way 
of getting to know them, but also 
I think one of the other ways to 
show appreciation is picking up 
after yourselves, lessening what 
they have to do, because in the 
end, they have so much to do, 
and their job is just to take care 
of us,” said Caceres.

Ioanna Ninos ’21, another ris-
ing board member for Alianza 
Latina, hopes that students can 
regularly and openly recognize 
the work done by not only the 
Commons workers but by all the 
staff on campus. 

“I think as students, most of 
the time when we think about 
the staff and faculty, we think 
about the teachers and advisors 
and the administrators, but we 
don’t think about the people be-
hind the daily functions of this 
school. We don’t think about 
the chefs in the kitchen, the 
people wiping down the tables; 
we don’t think about [the Of-
fice of Physical Plant] and how 
they shovel roads all the time. 
But those are important things; 
if they were to stop doing their 
jobs for a week, everyone would 
go crazy because we don’t take 
that responsibility on ourselves. 
We have to just say “thank you” 
once in a while,” said Ninos.

Continued  from A1, Column  5

Students Celebrate 
Paresky Staff for 
Commons Worker 
Appreciation Day

Nestor Payan, who can often be seen working stir fry, is one of many Com-
mons workers who prepares food for students on a daily basis. 
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Cowboy “Look of the Week”: 
Johnson McCoy Sports a Unique      

Take on Ranching

Sporting a pigskin tank 
top with a scandalous re-
veal of his biceps, John-
son McCoy goes for the 
“barnwood” look. His tat-
toos, reflecting his inner 
monologue, are tatted with 
“YEE” on the right arm and 
“HAW” on the left . When 
questioned about his choice 
of tank top, he responded 
by saying that, “I feel it rep-
resents the true me”, which 
is, in a sense, inspirational. 
McCoy pairs the look with 
tight wool pants to juxta-
pose the loose top, and us-
ing a live snake as his belt, 
he says, he tries to demon-
strate his “sneaky yet fierce 
personality.” The snake 
holds all of his guns. McCoy 
takes a risk by matching his 
outfit with horseshoes–
completely not on theme 
with the rest of his outfit. 
He ackcesssororizes with 

an avant-garde alligator 
tooth necklace and a duck 
feather earring that are 
supposed to show ‘the con-
flict between my defensive 
and delicate side.” McCoy’s 
favorite article of clothing 
is his alligator skin cowboy 
hat. When asked about this 
he said, “It reminds me of 
my lost brother Steve Irwin, 
may he rest in peace. Having 
been born out of wedlock I 
have to remember that it is 
possible for us to be relat-
ed, even if my youth pas-
tor tells me he knows ‘for 
certain’ that I’m not. But 
how would he know any-
way? Probably something 
my mom told him to tell 
me when they play-wrestle 
in the bedroom together.” 
Stand-out features of Mc-
Coy’s ensemble include his 
missing tooth that was re-
placed with a horse’s tooth 
and chicken stirrups, in ad-
dition to the two brandings 

on his upper thigh. One of 
them says, “Country boy” 
and the other, “I love my 
family like I love my wife.” 
When asked if he could 
elaborate on the specifics 
of his family tree, he simply 
said, “as my aunt-mom once 
said, ‘What doesn’t geneti-
cally mutate in response to 
weak DNA combinations 
makes you stronger.’”

A8 MANIFEST DESTINY t h e  A m e r i c a n  F r o n t i e r Boy, bring me some scamper juice

it ain’t no duel with the sherriff

OVERHEARD
 on the Prairie

“Why can’t Billie Eilish’s 
new single be the campfire 

song tonight?”

“Gucci boots? Butch, you 
shouldn’t have!”

“My daughter… she 
aight doe.”

“We lift our hearts up to 
the Lord. Mason Ramsey, 
please hear our prayers.”

“So you get it, right? The 
horse’s name was Fri-

day!”

“I guess it’s off to the 
glue factory for you!”

“Please… no more yeehaw 
jokes… we can’t take them 

anymore…”

Top Ten Things To Carry in Your 
Saddle 

Cowboy Tricks

• Some good ol’ sweet potato muffins to lob at 
people when you’re feeling rowdy in lower right. 

• The sixty-seven phone wallets you got from PA 
Giving Day and don’t have anywhere to put.  

• EBI sandwiches (extra mayo). 
• Wet wipes - things get messy on the road, no 

matter how country you are. 
• A mini horse in case your real horse breaks down 
• A white flag to wave for when you feel like the 

town might, in fact, be big enough for the two of 
you. 

• Travel-size mouthwash 
• A boring, replaceable sense of humor (cannot be 

found at Eighth Page General Store–try down the 
street) 

• A portable charger for VSCO-ing sunsets.   

Johnson McCoy flexes his 
biceps to show his personal 
flair.

The Mutton Buster: Children race sheep. What’s not 

to enjoy? 

The Wheelie:  Pull up into town riding a horse on two 

legs (three doesn’t count, Wayne)

The Rolling Cacti: How many Cacti you can date in a 

year? 3 is the record (them there cactuses be needy)

The Speedy Boy: Outrun a train before it leaves those 

darn state boundaries

The Aspiring Gymnast: Headstand and twirl and flip. 

Your parents said horses but your heart said Gymnas-

tics.

The Old Town Road: Ride till you can’t no more and 

then get the horses in the back

KYLE SIMARD
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Me occasionally play 
sport but get tired 

when walk up stairs

Kassie Archambault ’06 to Succeed Rich Gorham ’86 
as Head Coach of Andover Wrestling

After 22 years serving as Head 
Coach of Andover Wrestling, 
Rich Gorham ’86 will be step-
ping down. His successor will 
be Kassie Archambault ’06, cur-
rently the Assistant Coach of An-
dover Wrestling. Her appoint-
ment makes history: she will be 
the first female Head Coach of a 
New England Prep School wres-
tling team. 

A former Andover wrestler 
herself, Archambault introduced 
to the sport by Gorham. She is 
looking forward to maintaining 
the familial environment that 
being involved in such a chal-
lenging sport entails. 

According to Archambault 
and Co-Captain-clect Marisol 
Nugent ’20, this year especial-
ly, Gorham has paid particular 
attention on highlighting team 
values.

Archambault said, “Coach 
Gorham just emphasized what 
our team values were, what 
we’ve always had, but just kind 
of explicitly stated what our 
team values were. Our team val-
ues of inclusivity, hard work, and 
team concept. Those have been 
our values intrinsically since I 
was a student, but really being 

explicit about, no matter who 
you are, if you want to work hard 
and be part of this team, we want 
you on this team.”

Nugent said, “[Andover has] 
had women in the wrestling 
program for 25 years… and I’ve 
never seen a coach have such an 
open mindset about it. [Gorham] 
really prides our team on inclu-
sion. I transferred here from a 
public school that, [though] they 
accepted me, [they] didn’t real-
ly accept me the same way that 
Gorham did. I think he’s defi-
nitely done a lot for women’s 
wrestling in Massachusetts.”

According to Gorham, his 
most significant achievements 
as a coach lie not in competition 
but in fostering character.

Gorham said, “My greatest 
accomplishments as a coach are 
not wins or losses, but in provid-
ing opportunities for athletes to 
grow and develop as people in a 
challenging, but supportive en-
vironment. This has been made 
clear to me in conversations 
with alums, who come to visit 
me many years later. They do 
not remember the wins or the 
losses, but they look back fondly 
on their Andover wrestling ca-
reer as a formative experience in 
their lives. 

Gorham taught Archambault 
values that have persisted with 
her since her days competing, 
according to Archambault. 

“He really instilled in me a 
love for wrestling, the work eth-
ic, the drive, and all those life 
skills that wrestling gives you 
that you can apply after. It was 
kind of a surreal feeling to know 
that I was taking over this pro-
gram and was able to continue 
that great work that meant so 
much to me when I was a stu-
dent here,” said Archambault.

According to Nugent, Ar-
chambault will bring a fresh 
energy to the team and looks to 
capitalize on the team’s potential 
for greatness.

“She just has so much energy 
for our program and our pro-

gram. Coach Gorham has been 
there 22 years so I think it’s nice 
to get just a new fresh set of eyes, 
so I think Kassie’s the perfect 
person for that. She just has so 
much energy and enthusiasm, 
and, I don’t want to say that 
we’ve grown a little stagnant 
over the years, but I think she’s 
going to be the energy we’ve 
been missing,” said Nugent.

She continued, “She’s had so 
many ideas. She has so much 
stuff that she wants to do with 
the program, I think she rec-
ognizes the potential that we 
have to be great, and she has the 
new recruiting initiative that 
she wants to bring.… She’s ex-
cited she always has new ideas 
and she’s always ready to do 
stuff, she’s always ready to make 
things happen.”

In recent years, Archambault 
has continued to trailblaze in 
women’s high school wrestling. 

Archambault established the 
Phillips Academy All-Female 
wrestling tournament, which 
has grown from just nine par-
ticipants to more than 50 in only 
six years. According to Archam-
bault, it is one of the premier 
tournaments for girls competing 
on both public and prep school 
teams in New England.

Archambault believes wres-
tling gives each member the op-
portunity to learn from one an-
other in a unique way as.

“I feel like wrestling is the 
only truly co-ed sport that we 
have on campus.… We practice 
together, but we also compete 
together on the same team, in 
the same dual meets, in the 
same tournaments...Marisol is 
Co-Captain of the entire team. 
When she wrestles Varsity, she 
wrestles against guys...and I 
wish more of our programs were 
actually co-ed, because I think 

we can learn a lot from each oth-
er. There’s a lot of respect that 
happens when we train together 
in that way, and so that’s some-
thing that I love about the team,” 
said Archambault. 

According to Archambault, 
the relationships formed on the 
team is the reason why so many 
of the program’s future head 
coaches are coached by former 
coaches who also attended An-
dover. 

Archambault said, “The 
bonds that you forge while part 
of that program are long last-
ing.…We want to give back to 
the program that developed us 
into who we are today. We want 
to get back on the mat, we want 
to keep coaching, and then I 
think that kind of lineage just 
progresses naturally because we 
want to give back to this wres-
tling program that really defined 
our Andover experience.”

ABBY RYAN

Coach Kassie Archambault ’06, pictured here with Marisol Nugent ’20, has advocated for female wrestling 
throughout her time at Andover.

COURTESY OF KASSIE ARCHAMBAULT

Boys Hit Three Homeruns 
in Second Scrimmage of the Season

Catching the pitcher off 
guard, Peter Ling ’20 inched 
off third base and quickly ex-
ploded to steal home base on 
a feet-first slide. In that game, 
Andover baseball defeated St. 
John’s Prep away in a scrim-
mage 9-5. Later in the week, 
Andover continued the mo-
mentum with a 9-2 over An-
dover High at a scrimmage in 
Northborough, Ma.

On Saturday, Andover was 
successful both on the mound 
and at the plate, according to 
Peter Ling ’20.

“We pitched all of our pitch-
ers, [and it] was good to real-
ly see all the different kinds 
of talent we have on our staff. 
Our bats really came alive, and 
we ran the bases really well. It 
just felt really good to get back 
on the field for the first time 

since Florida,” wrote Ling in 
an email to The Phillipian. 

Andover entered its first 
scrimmage without some of 
its outstanding players from 
last season, according to Lucas 
Stowe. 

 “Last year our team ended 
the year at 20-2, winning the 
CNPSBL championship. That 
was one of the best teams I will 
probably every play on. We 
lost a lot of seniors last year, all 
were key players. We lost our 
center fielder, our left fielder, 
a right fielder, our third base-
men, a second basemen, a first 
basemen, and 3 of our first 4 
starting pitchers,” wrote Stowe 
in an email to The Phillipian. 

Despite losing leadership, 
the lower classmen have 
stepped up both on and off the 
field, according to Ling.

Ling said,  “I think that this 
year’s team is a lot younger, 
with a lot of lowers. We lost a 

lot of starters last year, and a 
lot of leadership as well. How-
ever, I’ve already seen so many 
new leaders stepping up, and 
our lowers are beginning to do 
a better job at being more vo-
cal. Our team was very senior 
heavy last year, with most of 
our starters graduating after 
that year, but it is definitely 
reassuring to see such an ener-
getic group of guys this year.” 

On Wednesday, against 
Andover High, Andover saw 
home runs from Co-captain 
Tristan Latham ’19, Jonathan 
Santucci ’21 and Jackson Emus 
’19. Additionally, each of Ando-
ver’s pitchers made an appear-
ance. 

“[Santucci] hitting his home 
run today and being as fired up 
as ever was awesome to see. he 
has become so much more of a 
leader and a teammate already, 
and I know he’ll do great 
things this year,” said Ling. 

Eric Giarnese ’21 wrote in 
an email to the Phillipian, “I 
think we realized how much 
our team can actually hit and 
it gave us confidence in our 
offense a lot more with the 
amount of home runs and hits 
we had. Overall I’d say the 
power our offense has.” 

Andover has its sights set 
on another championship but 
looks to start small with con-
trollable aspects of the game, 
according to Stowe.

“Goal number one is always 
win another championship. 
Goal number two is to beat 
Exeter. Besides that, we have 
a bunch of mini-goals. KG al-
ways says that if we take care 
of the little things, the big 
things will take care of them-
selves,” said Stowe.

Phillips Academy Varsity 
Baseball will play its first game 
of the season this Saturday 
against Bridgton in Northbor-
ough. 

Editor’s Note: Peter Ling ’20 
is a Advertising Manager for 
The Phillipian. 

EMMA FOGG

BASEBALL

Andover Wins Season Opener

Bounding across the court, 
Co-Captain Rhea Bhandari 
’19 hit a forehand crosscourt 
shot to win the point for her 
and her doubles partner, So-
fia Poncel ’21. Andover Girls 
Tennis won its season opener 
against Groton 8-1 on Wednes-
day, beginning the season with 
a 1-0 record. All three doubles 
teams won their matches.

Poncel, who is sixth-seed 
on the team, said, “We’ve been 
working on it a lot leading up 
to the match and we won all 
our doubles. I think it’s be-
cause we worked a lot with 
our partners, so playing the 
match was just like practice 
and it went really smoothly.”

In anticipation of its first 
match, the team spent most 
of its time playing doubles, as 
well as working on its consis-
tency, according to third seed 
Nicole Lee ’22. In addition 
to physical preparation, the 
team worked on honing its fo-
cus and using its mind during 

games, according to eightth-
seed Inge Park ’22.

Park said, “[We’ve] done 
some mental practices. We 
met with [Instructor of Math-
ematics Lani Silverman] who 
taught us a lot about how to 
stay mentally stable during 
our matches.”

For the rest of the season, 
the team hopes to improve its 
strategy and establish a closer 
bond with each other, espe-
cially with the newcomers.

Lee said, “It’s pretty early in 
the season and this is our first 
match, so I think just working 
on doubles, two people on the 
court; working on our strate-
gy in those kind of games and 
building our trust within each 
other [will be important going 
forward].”

Park added, “I think staying 
positive, supporting each oth-
er and cheering each other on 
during the match is important 
[for the rest of the season.] 

The team will face Pomfret 
at home this Saturday.

ALANA YANG

S.BAHNASY/THE PHILLIPIAN

Coach Kassie Archambault ’06 
was introduced to wrestling as a 
student at Andover by Head Coach 
Rich Gorham ’86.

GIRLSTENNIS

Reimi Kusaka ’21 has been first-seed since joining the team as a Junior.
D.OWYANG/THE PHILLIPIAN

Jack Penney ’21 hit a double on the game’s first pitch against St. John’s 
Prep. 

S.BAHNASY/THE PHILLIPIAN
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In light of recent NCAA basket-
ball talent, the legitimacy and objec-
tive of a certain NBA regulation has 
sparked heated debate: the one-and-
done rule. The statute mandates that 
all players entering the NBA draft 
must be at least 19 years old or have 
completed at least one year of college. 
While some players play overseas or 
in developmental leagues, many top 
prospects turn to the NCAA and 
college basketball to bridge the gap 
between high school and the NBA. 
Instituted in 2005, the rule has been 
tested time and time again, having 
been called into question for depriv-
ing dominant players from taking 
their talents to the NBA and cashing 
in on lucrative endorsement deals 
and million-dollar contracts. Most 
recently, basketball phenom and ath-
letic spectacle Zion Williamson has 
strained the tensions surrounding 
young talent to a breaking point. His 
status as one of the most promising 
young players in basketball, and pos-
sibly the most hyped prospect since 
LeBron James, has led many to ques-
tion the existence of this one-and-
done rule. Despite mounting doubt 
of the unpopular mandate, the rule 
actually helps the players that it is 
thought to hinder.

Through the study of current 
college basketball player Zion Wil-
liamson, the one-and-done rule can 
be placed in a different light: one of 
opportunity, caring guidance, and 
ultimate recognition. NCAA Basket-
ball offers a preemptive platform to 
showcase one’s prowess; a middle 
ground between the localized nature 
of high school and the global pres-
ence of the NBA. No one in recent 
memory has taken advantage of this 
platform more than Duke Blue Devil 
and likely first-overall pick Zion Wil-
liamson.

Already a standout player at Spar-
tanburg Day School (high school) in 
South Carolina, Williamson was ac-
customed to attention well before he 
arrived at Duke. This hype, however, 
was limited to wild highlight videos 
and powerful dunks. Williamson 
was an attraction, but he didn’t pos-
sess the legitimacy of a national star, 
or the national spotlight provided by 
the NCAA. Had Williamson gone 

straight to the NBA, he still would 
have garnered a fair audience based 
on his flashy play alone. But his time 
at Duke has transformed him into 
an international superstar, and given 
him a large presence in the basketball 
world. At Duke, Williamson played 
on national television every week, 
victimizing rims and defenders on a 
weekly basis. His highlights regular-
ly occupy ESPN SportsCenter Top 
Ten lists, and discussion of his play 
is hard to miss across media outlets 
like ESPN, Fox Sports and Sports Il-
lustrated. After injuring his knee in a 
freak accident (in which Williamson 
literally ran through the sole of his 
shoe), almost every single American 
news outlet aired a breaking news 
headline along the lines of “Zion 
Williamson Breaks Shoe,” sparking 
widespread criticism towards Nike 
and a whirlwind of controversy. 
Williamson has become larger than 
life. Each dunk, each block, and each 
40-inch leap further solidified his 
stardom. With the opportunity that 
came with playing for Duke, even 
if only for a year, Zion Williamson 
elevated himself to superstar status, 
becoming a household name and 
setting himself up for many lucrative 
contracts and endorsements in his 
future NBA career.

Aside from the publicity gar-
nered by Williamson as a result of his 
awe-inspiring feats, another advan-
tage of Williamson’s time in NCAA 
Basketball was the opportunity to 
learn from one of the world’s great-
est basketball minds: Duke Head 
Basketball Coach Mike Krzyzews-
ki. Under the guidance of Coach K, 
Williamson exhibited great touch 
when finishing at the rim, and sub-
stantial improvement on the defen-
sive end. Williamson’s time at Duke 
has allowed him to develop into a 
more well-rounded player. While he 
still serves as a perpetual highlight 
reel, his work with Coach K has en-
abled Williamson to develop into a 
more fundamentally sound player. 
All of these fundamental aspects 
of his game have made him the 

consensus pick for the first overall 
selection in the upcoming 2019 NBA 
Draft. 

In high school, Williamson was 
a top-five recruit. But after one year 
of college, he is considered to be one 
of the best young basketball players 
in the world. By many metrics, the 
competition is not even close. Wil-
liamson received ACC Player of the 
Year honors, was named to the AP 
All-American First Team, and aver-
aged 22.6 points and 8.9 rebounds 
per game while making an impres-
sive 68% of his shots. Williamson 
was clearly a cut above his collegiate 
competition.

Williamson’s forced year in col-
lege might seem like an injustice, but 
his Duke career insured his future, 
provided him with limitless earn-
ing potential (in the form of mass 
endorsements and large contracts), 
and equipped him with strong fun-
damental basketball skills. Because 
of his Duke career, Williamson has 
asserted himself as a player to watch 
in the future. While the one-and-do-
ne rule might seem to hold players 
back from achieving greatness and 
pursuing financial gain, in the case of 
elite NBA-ready talents such as Zion 
Williamson, a year in college can ac-
tually be beneficial. Quite obviously, 
only a very small percentage of col-
lege basketball players even belong 
in the same breath as Zion William-
son. But for those who possess the 
generational talent needed to dom-
inate, a year at university might not 
be so bad.

Boys “Spear the Boar” 
with Victory Over Choate

Jumping up for a block, Caleb 
Blackburn-Johnson ’22 smashed 
the ball down, winning the 
point. Andover faced Choate in 
its season opener at home this 
Saturday. The team secured a 
3-0 victory, with scores of 25-16, 
25-12, and 25-14 in each set. 

According to Co-Captain 
Clay Briggs ’19, the team’s suc-
cess allowed it to metaphorical-
ly “spear the boar,” as Choate’s 
mascot is the wild boar. Accord-
ing to Henrique Chamon ’21 and 
Jerry Shu ’21, Blackburn-John-
son and Colin McNamara-Bor-
dewick ’21 stood out on the of-
fense with their middle blocks 
in the front row.

Chamon added, “For our 
first game of the season, we de-
stroyed Choate. We were really 
explosive, so it’s a good sign for 
the rest of our season. We were 
able to block anything that came 
our way, and just overall did a 
great job against them. Caleb 
and Colin in the front row had 
some amazing middle blocks. 

Just watching them was insane.”
“I think our offense played 

exceptional. The way that Caleb 
and Colin hunted the ball down 
over the net was great. Caleb has 
really long arms, so he’s able to 
really get up there and smash the 
ball down, and terrify the oppo-
nent,” added Shu.

On Monday, Andover faced 
Central Catholic at home in a 
scrimmage that resulted in a 2-2 
tie. Because the game did not 
count towards Andover’s overall 
record, the team was able to ex-
periment with new lineup com-
binations, according to Chamon.

Chamon said, “Because there 
were no consequences in the 
league we tried to test out differ-
ent variations for set ups and ro-
tation order. Players were able to 
play different positions with dif-
ferent people. Joe [Kacergis ’19] 
had a bunch of insane hits and 
[Co-Captain] Neil [Simpson ’19] 
is always insane as our setter. He 
always does a great job running 
to get balls.”

Andover Boys Volleyball will 
next face Wilbraham & Monson 
at home this Saturday. 

PHOEBE BICKS

BOYSVOLLEYBALL

Co-Captain Neil Simpson ’19 is the 
starting setter for Andover.

D.ZHU/THE PHILLIPIAN

Boys Tennis Topples BB&N

In its first match of the season, 
Andover Boys Tennis won two out 
of its three doubles and three of its 
singles to come out on top against 
BB&N on Wednesday. The team 
triumphed 10-5, giving it a strong 
start to its season.

During the match, especially in 
the doubles, excellent performanc-
es and teamwork propelled Ando-
ver over a strong BB&N team, ac-
cording to second seed Aidan Burt 
’21.

“We mixed up the doubles 
teams from last year and had new 
teams going in and fortunately, 
it mostly worked out well for us. 
[Co-Captain] Sean [Kralik ’19] and 
I played a good doubles match, we 
were consistent on the big points 
and served well too,” said Burt. 

“In his single, Sean played a 
really solid match, he overpow-
ered his opponent to win 6-1, 6-1. 
[Co-Captain] Nash [Johnson ’20] 
also played a solid match and de-
spite his opponent playing well in 

the second set. He held him off and 
mixed up the pace to keep his op-
ponent out of rhythm,” Burt con-
tinued.

Hudson Elegant ’21 said, “We 
had great teamwork all around, 
especially in the doubles. We had a 
lot of positive encouragement and 
a lot of cheering which really set 
the scene for the win,” added sixth 
seed 

Since BB&N is part of the In-
dependent School League (ISL), 
Andover was required to play in a 
different format than normal.

“The ISL format includes three 
doubles for one point each, and 
then six singles that are two sets 
and each set is a point,” said first 
seed Hayden Gura ’20.

According to Burt, Andover’s 
sweep of BB&N last year gave the 
team confidence this time around 
and it showed through the team’s 
play and attitude.

“Since we beat BB&N last year, 
we knew coming in that they 
would be playing for revenge but 
also that we were capable of beat-
ing them,” said Burt.

 “We wanted to get out there and 
especially get out to a good start so 
we could repeat our win last year. 
And since we did get off to a good 
start, we were able to carry that 
through the singles and win pretty 
straightforwardly,” he continued.

“The whole team stood out for 
our first match back. It was super 
exciting to just get back out there 
and get into the hang of things. 
The team spirit was good and it’s 
always fun to travel with them. We 
did a great job winning matches 
and getting the job done,” added 
Gura. 

Going up against Taft this week-
end, Andover will look to continue 
its success after a 6-1 win last year. 

“We’re just going to do the same 
things we’ve been doing. We have 
to get efficient practices in, and fo-
cus on beating a very experienced 
and talented Taft lineup,” said 
Gura.

Editor’s Note: Nash Johnson is a 
Copy Editor for The Phillipian. 

BOYSTENNIS

First-Seed Hayden Gura ’20 split sets against a challenging BB&N oppo-
nent. 

M.CALLAHAN/THE PHILLIPIAN
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Eye on Zion

PREM PRABHAKAR

Girls Softball Cinches 
Narrow Victory 

With two outs in the seventh 
inning and runners on second and 
third, Jacque Harrington ’20 drove 
a towering line drive over the left 
field fence, securing a home run 
that solidified the team’s 11-10 win 
over Andover High School. The 
team’s record now stands at 4-2.

I knew that when I stepped up 
to the plate, there was a lot of pres-
sure riding on my at-bat, so I tried 
my best to just take deep breaths 
and relax, and then just went with 
the pitch,” said Harrington, who 
played defense at shortstop for 
Andover on Wednesday. 

Six players on the team are cur-
rently injured, and as a result, oth-
er team members have had to step 
into their roles. Bruna Cincura ’20 
and Zaina Qamar ’21 played in the 
outfield on Wednesday, while Ka-
tie Wimmer ’21 has filled the role 
of starting second baseman and 
Zaina Qamar ’21 the team’s start-
ing left fielder. 

The team is missing Emma Sli-
beck ’20, who has been the team’s 
starting pitcher all season, but 
now has an ankle injury. Co-Cap-
tain Rachel Moore ’21, who typi-

cally plays shortstop, has risen to 
fill her place as pitcher in the in-
terim.

Hannah Cuff ’21 said, “I think 
that Rachel has done a great job 
stepping up. She is a great captain 
and leader for our team.”

This season, one of the team’s 
strengths thus far has been its of-
fense. Moore and Harrington each 
have batting averages of .833 and 
.562 respectively, and the team 
averages more than nine hits per 
game. In addition, however, the 
team’s chemistry has been instru-
mental in its success, according to 
Cuff. 

“Although we may not be as 
skilled as we were last year, I think 
that we have meshed well to-
gether. Newcomers have brought 
a great attitude to the team and 
their presence lifts the moral. We 
are a young team, but I think that 
we can still compete with more 
experienced teams as long as we 
play together.…We are off to a great 
start, I think we are really starting 
to come together as a team and are 
really starting to bond,” said Cuff. 

With injured players slow-
ly returning to the team, Ando-
ver hopes to continue its success 
against an experienced team in 
Tilton on Friday.

TOMMY SAVINO

SOFTBALL

Girls Water Polo Falls to 
Greenwich and Williston

With only two returning start-
ers on the team, Andover Girls 
Water Polo played together for the 
first time against Williston this Sat-
urday, ultimately falling 4-17. Later 
on Saturday, Andover fell to Green-
wich with a score of 3-16. Ando-
ver’s record now stands at 0-2. 

Despite the disappointment of 
these early losses, Andover used 
Saturday as an opportunity to 
strengthen their skills and unity as 
a team.

According to Kayla Lang ’22, 
“Throughout the game, we were 
all learning to play with one anoth-
er. Both matches were really good 
experiences for us as a whole be-
cause it gave us a chance to play as 
a fairly new team and learn about 
each other’s strengths and weak-
nesses. As the games went on I 
think everyone improved a lot and 
knew what to do despite what the 
score may show.” 

While Andover’s roster large-
ly consists of younger players, the 
team has done an impressive job 
competing so far, especially con-
sidering the lack of experience of 
its many new players, according to 
Eliza Sandell ’20. 

Sandell said, “It is a very young 
team as there are only two starters 
from last season on our team. We 
have a lot of strong swimmers, but 

a lot of people who don’t have a lot 
of experience playing water polo 
itself. I was really impressed how 
things went along given the lack of 
experience.” 

Despite being early in the sea-
son, the team has already grown 
close, according to Ariana White 
’22 and Sandell.

White said, “It’s been really 
nice. The team is so nice and lov-
ing. They always want everyone to 
feel super included, and they are 
just genuinely nice people.”

Sandell added, “Water polo is a 
team sport, and our team is com-
posed of a lovely group of girls, so 
getting to spend time with them is 
a pleasure.” 

The team aims to improve upon 
its ability to move the ball under 
pressure, according to Sandell.

Sandell said, “Looking forward 
into our next games, we need to be 
thinking about really good passing 
and passing under pressure. When 
we’re pressed really hard we need 
to learn how to still move the ball 
around the perimeter because we 
are really struggling to get set up 
on offense; so we will work on that 
a lot in practice. The goal is to be 
constantly improving and I think 
we will, given the work ethic we 
have.”

Andover will next face Loom-
is Chaffee, Williston, and Phillips 
Exeter Academy on Saturday. 

NICOLE LEE

GIRLSWATERPOLO

Co-Captain Sveva Rosati ’19 has been on the team since her Lower year 
when she entered the school as a new Lower.
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Girls Lacrosse Defeats 
Middlesex for First Time in 

Five Years

With two minutes left in the 
second half, Brooke Keough 
’19 swept past her defender 
and scored a goal, securing 
the victory for Andover on 
Wednesday. Despite being 
down 6-2 at halftime, Andover 
Girls Lacrosse came back to 
win 8-7 against Middlesex.

Andover began its compet-
itive season this week with 
games against Hotchkiss and 
Middlesex. On Saturday, An-
dover fell to Hotchkiss 14-7, 
but rebounded the following 
Wednesday, earning the team’s 
first victory against Middlesex 
in five years. 

Against Middlesex, Ando-
ver was able to score six goals 
in the second half, while only 
allowing Middlesex to score 
one. Andover fought until the 
end of the game, according to 
Head Coach Heidi Wall. 

“We didn’t count ourselves 
out in the game. We were 
down 2-6 at the half, and we 
just kept digging away one 
goal at a time and we never 
decided that we were going to 
fold over,” said Wall. 

According to Co-Captain 
Katherine McIntire ’19, the 
team’s offensive surge is the 
result of intense practices fol-
lowing the Hotchkiss defeat.

McIntire wrote, “In prac-
tice on Monday and Tuesday, 
we worked a lot on making 
better cuts and transition 
passing. We also are work-
ing on playing overall with 
more aggression and intensity 
during practice. I think this is 
super important because we 
need to push each other to 
get better and be prepared for 
games to handle pressure from 
other teams.” 

Wall added, “We have been 
working a lot on our transition 

passing and cutting, including 
catching under pressure and 
putting yourself in a place to 
score during a fast break. Af-
ter practicing it this week, it 
was a clear improvement in 
the game.” 

During the game, Andover 
struggled with maintaining 
possession of the ball, accord-
ing to McIntire. 

“The score doesn’t reflect 
it, but we actually did have 
lots of opportunities, because 
we had lots of draw controls 
and caused turnovers on de-
fense. However, we kind of 
gave up these chances by los-
ing the ball breaking it out of 
the defensive zone and turn-
ing it over on attack,” McIntire 
wrote. 

In the game against Hotch-
kiss, three of the team’s seven 
goals were scored by midfield-
er Juliet Gildehaus ’20.

Despite having only played 
together for about three 
weeks, as well as adding many 
new members to the team, 
the team dynamic is already 
very strong, according to Lily 
Rademacher ’21. 

“There’s a lot of healthy, en-
ergetic competition and every-
one’s just really excited to be 
out there, getting the chance 
to play. We’ve also been fo-
cusing a lot on the process of 
constructive criticism late-
ly, and Coach Wall made sure 
that our buddies were people 
who played similar positions 
to us so that we could work 
on giving and receiving help-
ful comments on our games,” 
Rademacher wrote.

This Friday, Andover will 
host Nobles with hopes of 
earning a winning record early 
in the season. 

PRESTON WHITEHURST

GIRLSLACROSSE

Boys Lacrosse Comes Back Against Hotchkiss, Falls to Rivers in Overtime

Mark Witt ’20 delivered a de-
fensive can-opener move, suc-
cessfully checking the stick out 
his opponent’s hands and help-
ing carry Andover Boys Lacrosse 
to a 9-7 victory over Hotchkiss 
last Saturday. Andover also 
played Rivers on Wednesday, ul-
timately falling 9-10 in overtime. 
The team’s record now stands at 
2-2.

According to Mike Tracanna 
’20 and Jayme Wilde ’21, An-
dover entered the fourth quar-
ter down, but ultimately pulled 
away with the win in the last five 
minutes.

“It was the last five minutes 
or so. [The score] was 6-5 head-
ing into the fourth quarter, and 
[Hotchkiss] went up 7-5 on us. 
With five minutes left we scored 
four [points] straight, so then it 
was 9-7. It was pretty hype and 

a pretty back-and-forth game,” 
said Tracanna.

Despite Andover’s ultimate 
loss against Rivers, Co-Captain 
Sawyer Moody ’19 scored two 
goals in the last minute of the 
game to carry the time into over-
time, which was a highlight of 
the game, according to Troy Pol-
lock ’21 and Jon Krikorian ’21,

Pollock said, “Sawyer real-
ly stepped up. He hasn’t really 
stepped up like this all year, and 
then he finally broke out, had 
five goals. We need that from 
him, especially as a Captain too.”

It was a lack of consistency 
and hustle that ultimately cost 
Andover the game, according to 
Tracanna.

“[Rivers] is a good team, but 
they’re a team that we should 
beat. Today we didn’t really 
show up and that kind of came 
back to bite us. We knew it 
would be a good game because 
we lost to them last year, but we 
didn’t really get the ground balls, 

we missed passes… there was a 
lot of stuff that were on and off 
on our game. We should’ve got-
ten better, and there were still 
glimpses of a good game, but we 
just couldn’t pull it together into 
overtime.”

Andover’s new roster has 
caused a shift in team’s style of 
play, according to Jayme Wilde 
‘21 and Tracanna.

“The younger team is differ-
ent, because last year, our style of 
play was a lot more brute force. 
We used big bodies and just 
pushed,” Wilde said.

Tracanna added, “Last year 
we had a heavy Senior class, so 
being the older guys it’s just a 
big change becoming that role 
model, because we don’t have as 
many older guys. We’re now the 
guys they look up to… It’s just a 
different look.”

Andover Boys Lacrosse will 
face New Hampton away this 
Saturday.

LUCY LASATER

BOYSLACROSSE

WRITE FOR SPORTS!
Email lbibeau20, jgildehaus20, and eglover20

Jed Heald ’20 has been on the team since his Junior year.
M.LEVY/THE PHILLIPIAN

Kelly McCarthy ’19 assisted Jackie McCarthy ’19 with a goal against Mid-
dlesex.
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Andover Battles Through Rain to Defeat 
NMH

After hitting his second shot 
just over the green, Andover 
Golf Captain Harry Choi ’19 
hit a flop shot directly into the 
hole for an eagle. He went on 
to shoot a score of 87, helping 
to lead Andover to beat North-
field Mount Hermon on Satur-
day 441-451. The team’s record 
now stands at 1-0.

According to Head Coach 
Brian Faulk ’00, the wet and 
windy conditions on Saturday 
added difficulty to the course. 
Despite these conditions, Yee-
tang Kwok ’20 shot a score of 
78, and was a large proponent 
of Andover’s success, accord-
ing to Choi.

“We could have played a lot 
better, but Yeetang played the 
best...He was a big catalyst for 
our win. He came up clutch,” 

said Choi.
Kwok added, “I drove well 

and my long iron was solid. I 
had a few short game mistakes 
but stayed steady throughout 
the round.”

Andover was locked in men-
tally and focused on what it 
could control, which played a 
factor in its victory, according 
to Choi.

“As a team, I think we need 
to keep staying mentally strong 
as the number one thing be-
cause in golf, no one is going 
to have a perfect day… Every-
one’s going to hit a bad shot, 
it’s just about how you bounce 
back from it. I think we have 
a very mentally strong team,” 
said Choi.

Faulk added, “I think they 
had a really positive attitude…I 
think that they had a really 
good attitude and they didn’t 
get too frustrated.” 

According to Choi, the team 

is looking ahead to its tri-
match with Phillips Exeter 
Academy and Governors.

“Every year we always 
[have] these tri-matches, 
which is where we play two 
other schools…There’s two 
trophies on the line: one is 
stroke play, and one is match 
play. Last year, in the first time 
in my four years here, we won 
the match play trophy for the 
competition and that was a 
very big deal…We have a lot of 
returners this year, and we’re 
all hungry to get that stroke 
play cup,” said Choi.

Andover will face Tabor 
this Saturday, Exeter and 
Governors on Wednesday, 
and Belmont Hill next Thurs-
day. 

LUKE BOSHAR

GOLF

M.LEVY/THE PHILLIPIAN



B4 SportS T h e  P h i l l i p i a n April 05, 2019

A steward of sportsmanship, 
Puru Sankar ’20 has developed 
over the past two years into a im-
pactful member of Andover Ul-
timate, according to Co-Captain 
Isaiah Lee ’19.

“I remember when Puru was a 
Junior. He was a small boy. Now, 
he’s grown into nothing short of 

a team leader, a model of athlet-
icism, sportsmanship and good 
spirits,” said Lee. 

Sankar’s dedication and devel-
opment has earned him The Phil-
lipian’s title of Player to Watch.

When did you start playing 
Ultimate Frisbee?

I started playing Ultimate my 
Junior year. While I had casually 
thrown a disc before, I was new 
to the idea of the sport of Ulti-
mate. [I was] convinced by some 
of my friends, [and] I decided to 
try out for Ultimate just days be-
fore the end of Winter term. 

What are your favorite 
team traditions?

In my Junior and Lower 
years, Co-Captain Reuben Phil-
lip ’18 led the team in singing 
the song “Halo” by Beyonce on 
the bus ride back from our away 
games. I was told, “It’s all about 
the timing of when we start the 
song.” We aim to sing the last 

line of the song just as the bus 
pulls into the parking lot behind 
the Borden Gym. Without Reu-
ben this year, I’m interested to 
see who can step up and fill the 
shoes Reuben left behind.

Another one of my favor-
ite traditions is the pre-game 
cheers our captains lead. Every 
year, the team comes up with a 
new cheer that is added to our 
long list of intimidating cheers. 
We huddle up around a disc, and 
while each of us holds it with 
our left hand, we say our cheer.

Could you give some exam-
ples of the cheers? 

“The cheers are extensive 
and too complex to put down 
onto paper, but they get the 
team hyped and ready to per-
form their best at every game.”

How do you train for Ulti-
mate Frisbee? Do you play Ul-
timate outside of the spring-
time?

During the Fall and Win-
ter Terms, I can be commonly 
found in the weight room, lifting 
weights. While I don’t focus on 
exercises that might help with 
Ultimate, working out doesn’t 
hurt. Outside of the Spring term, 
I often find myself tossing with 
one of my teammates, Kion 
Young ’20. However, as [Head] 
Coach [Scott] Hoenig states, 
‘There is no offseason. Instead, 
we have one long preseason.’

What about Ultimate Fris-
bee keeps you playing?

The players on our team are 
what keeps me playing Ultimate. 
While the game itself is fun to 
play, I find that I enjoy playing 
with my teammates more than 
anything. 

Do you plan on playing in 
college?

While I don’t plan to play in 
college, I’m open to any oppor-
tunity I get to play Ultimate. 

[It’s] too bad colleges don’t re-
cruit kids for Ultimate.

How does Coach Hoenig 
amp you up?

Coach Hoenig often quotes 
legendary Coach John Wood-
en. At the end of most practic-
es, Coach Hoenig reads out a 
quote from Wooden’s book or 
teachings, and these quotes have 
shown me what it takes to avoid 
the path to mediocrity and live a 
life in ‘Champions Village’. 

Who are your favorite 
on-campus rappers and why?

After much deliberation, I’ve 
decided there are two rappers 
that I know on campus whose 
music has potential, but could 
be significantly improved. MTA 
[Anay Mehta ’20] and Young 
Fuego [Tafari Friday ’20] work 
together in their production of 
mediocre music, and I respect 
their grind to produce music.

SEBASTIAN LIPSTEIN

Player to Watch
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Puru Sankar ’20 had never played 
Ultimate before coming to Ando-
ver. 

ULTIMATE

Isaiah Lee ’19 Leads with Charisma in Second Year as Captain

Co-Captain Isaiah Lee ’19, 
who is originally from Hong 
Kong, first learned of Ultimate 
Frisbee through a friend who had 
moved from the United States in 
seventh grade. 

Lee joined Andover Ultimate 
Frisbee his Junior year and was 
voted by his teammates to serve 
as captain for both his Upper and 
Senior years.

Lee credits his Prefect and for-
mer captain, James Wolfe ’17, for 
inspiring him to join Andover Ul-

timate as a Junior.
Lee said, “I think joining the 

team my first year here had a 
lot to do with my Prefect James, 
who was the captain at the time. 
I was asking him throughout the 
fall and winter what ultimate 
was; like, should I do it or should 
I not, and he encouraged me to 
try out for the team. I’m really 
glad obviously in retrospect that 
he did that; it’s become one of my 
favorite things here at Andover.”

On the field Lee plays the 
main position of a handler, which 
he enjoys because he can control 
the team’s offensive play.

“I guess growing up as a kid 

I used to play basketball a lot, 
and I would play point guard, so 
it’s kind of like a similar position 
as I play now in ultimate. I’m a 
handler in ultimate, which is ba-
sically [that] you’re the guy with 
the disc. And you’re just trying 
to throw it down field to other 
people who are running around, 
which I like because while it is 
kind of stressful at times, it makes 
you feel like you’re in control of 
the way the offense is moving. It’s 
just fun,” said Lee.

According to Head Coach 
Scott Hoenig and Kion Young ’20, 
Lee’s technical skills and experi-
ence allows him to be resourceful 
player in both the offense and de-
fense.

Hoenig said, “Isaiah has a 
lot of experience as a player. He 
came in as a ninth grader and was 
selected for the Varsity team in 
his first year, so he already was a 
good player and had some good 
skills and knowledge of strate-
gy, but he’s really developed and 
improved over the course of his 
time here. Starting out I think 
his real strengths were as an of-
fensive player, as a thrower, and 
since his [Junior] year he’s really 
developed as a defender and as 
a cutter as well. Now he’s some-
body that we look to for all of 
those roles on defense. And also 
on offense, both as a thrower in 
more of a handler position and 
also as a cutter too.”

Young said, “Isaiah is one of 
the best technical players on the 
team. Offensively, he can perfect-
ly perform all kinds of throws, as 
well as get open for an easy pass. 

As a defender, he is constantly on 
his mark and has no problem lay-
ing out if he needs to.”

As a leader, Lee motivates his 
teammates with his loud vocal 
presence and constant energy, 
according to Kam Saalfrank ’21 
and Hoenig.

In an email to The Phillipi-
an, Saalfrank wrote, “He’s a loud 
voice in practices and games, 
trying to give everyone that ex-
tra boost to beat your opponent. 
I think his presence on the field 
shows his dedication to the sport 
and is one of the most effective 
ways he inspires his teammates.”

 
Hoenig said, “He is very vocal. 

He does a lot of cheering, both 
for the team and for individual 
players. Anytime he gets to do 
so while we’re doing a team run, 
he’ll start leading a team cheer, 
and high fives and things like 
that.

According to Co-Captain 
Chris Ward ’19 and Saalfrank, 
some of Lee’s distinguishing 
qualities as a captain include his 
helpful personality and ability to 
inspire a fun team environment.

Ward said, “Isaiah is a great 
teacher. He’s always giving peo-
ple tips to improve their throws. 
More than this though, he is great 
at keeping the team’s spirits up. 
He’s always smiling and manages 
to help the team enjoy practice 
while somehow maintaining the 
team’s focus.”

Saalfrank wrote, “Isaiah is 
someone who will lend a hand to 
anyone who needs one. He exem-
plifies this by helping anyone in 

the program with things they can 
improve, whether it be throwing 
with a teammate before prac-
tice or cheering on teammates 
during conditioning drills. Isaiah, 
along with the rest of the varsity 
roster, is funny, friendly, and an 
all-around good person, which is 
what really makes the team mesh 
together so well.”

Lee’s friendly presence ex-
tends beyond the field, according 
to Young.

Young said, “Isaiah does not 
change at all when he’s off the 
field or on it. His charisma defi-
nitely comes from the fact that 
even outside of practice, he is 
still the friendly leader we see at 
ultimate. He is easy to approach 
and make conversation with, and 
I know that many of the ultimate 
players consider him a close 
friend.”

Co-Captain Feature

Co-Captain Isaiah Lee ’19 plays 
handler and navigates the team’s 
offensive play.
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Puru Sankar ’20 Is a Model of Athleticism 
for the Ultimate Frisbee Team

Co-Captain Chris Ward ’19 Possesses Dedication to Ultimate 
that Translates to Adaptability

After being cut from Ando-
ver Ultimate Frisbee his Ju-
nior year, Co-Captain Chris 
Ward ’19 began studying the 
game in order to earn himself 
a spot on the team his Lower 
year. 

“My first year on [JV Ul-
timate], I wasn’t very good. 
My throws weren’t very good. 
Other than being quick, I 
was pretty bad overall. But I 
learned a lot of the strategy… 
I gained a better understand-
ing of the game and where to 

position myself on the field. By 
playing a lot, and with prac-
tice, my throws got better,” 
said Ward.

Ward, who plays cutter, has 
been able to use his extensive 
knowledge of the game to be 
an effective player both of-
fensively and defensively, ac-
cording to Head Coach Scott 
Hoenig. 

“He is able now to really 
anticipate where an opposing 
cutter may want to go and be 
able to play effective defense 
because of that. He is able to 
anticipate where [his] team-
mates are going to be cutting 
or, alternately, he has a pretty 
good read for what throws and 
what capabilities some of our 
handlers have. He has a really 
good understanding of how 
and where he can cut on the 
field to get open and receive 
the disc,” said Hoenig.

According to teammate Se-
bastian Romero ’20, Ward’s 
experience allows him to be 
prepared for any situation the 
team might face. 

“One of the things that I ad-
mire about Chris is just that 
he always knows what to do in 
very difficult situations. So the 
reason that we always look up 
to him is that he always seems 
prepared and is always giving 
it his all. For a leader, for peo-
ple who are less experienced, 

we just look up to him because 
he knows what to do. When-
ever we’re in doubt, he always 
knows the answer and that’s 
why we look up to him,” said 
Romero. 

According to fellow 
Co-Captain Isaiah Lee ’19 and 
Coach Hoenig, Ward refuses 
to be complacent, and is al-
ways challenging himself to go 
above and beyond.

Lee said, “Chris doesn’t fall 
back on his talent. As it stands, 
he’s a very athletic dude just 
to begin with, but he’s not 
the kind of person who’s just 
going to rely on God-given 
talent. He’s always out there 
working harder than most ev-
eryone if not everyone. He’ll 
stay after to do extra core or 
body weight, or lifting after-
wards in the gym just so that 
he can be the best player he 
can be. I think he does really 
set a good example for the rest 
of the team.”

“During tryouts, he injured 
his right thumb and couldn’t 
throw any more with his right 
hand. Rather than just only 
running, he picked up the disc 
and started throwing it with 
his left hand. He learned pret-
ty quickly how to throw with 
his left, so he was able to actu-
ally do drills throwing with his 
left hand, and that was a pretty 
fun thing to see him do,” added 

Hoenig.
As Co-Captain, Ward’s 

welcoming attitude and will-
ingness to reach out to newer 
players are hallmarks of his 
leadership, according to Jef-
frey Kao ’19 and Lee.

Kao said, “Chris is very ap-
proachable, so it’s definitely a 
benefit for a lot of new play-
ers to see Chris reach out to 
them when they start playing 
ultimate. Obviously, when you 
start playing, you’re not going 
to be as good as the older play-
ers… so having them go out of 
their way to teach you, ask you 
how you’re doing, or even just 
be nice to you, really does feel 
good.”

“Everyone is drawn to his 
leadership, which I’m really 
happy about. He is really good 
at making an effort to include 
everyone on the team, espe-
cially kids, who maybe haven’t 
tried the sport before. [He is 
a] really easy guy to be friends 
with, super nice, and very 
smart. I can’t say a bad thing 
about Chris,” added Lee.

According to Ward, the re-
sponsibility of self-refereeing 
the game is his favorite aspect 
of the sport. 

“There are no refs, so when 
two people disagree on a call, 
normally the play stops, every-
one kind of just stands there 
for a minute, and the people 

that made the call just start 
talking about it… It’s really 
supposed to be on the players, 
and that really gives you a lot 
of responsibility,” said Ward.

He continued, “Everything 
that you do during the game 
is what decides the outcome, 
from the calls you make to 
how you play. So really when 
you look back at the end of the 
game, it’s really on you and the 

Co-Captain Feature

ABBY RYAN

After injuring his right thumb in 
tryouts, Co-Captain Chris Ward 
’19 learned to throw with his left 
hand to do throwing drills.
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Co-Captain Chris Ward ’19 has 
worked his way up from the JV to 
Co-Captain of Varsity.
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Co-Captain Isaiah Lee ’19 is a very vocal member of the team, according to 
Head Coach Scott Hoenig.
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Ben Eckman

What made you start playing ultimate frisbee?

I came to Andover and I didn’t have a spring sport, 
but I had always thrown frisbee with my dad on 
the beach or in my backyard. I wasn’t terrible, but 
I thought it was an interesting thing to learn to get 
better at in Andover with a team, so I decided to try 
it out.

What do you most enjoy about ultimate frisbee?

I think something that really makes it different 
from all other sports that I really like is the spirit of 
the game and the fact that there isn’t a referee. It is 
actually administered by the players on the field. All 
the players have to know the rules and understand 
the rules, so that they can make the best judgement. 
Everything relies on trust between both teams. 

Senior Reflections Reporting by Tiffany Li

ULTIMATE

What made you start playing ultimate 
frisbee?

At my old middle school, they didn’t really have 
sports, so every day at recess we had one teacher 
who played ultimate, and he taught me the game 

along with other people at my school. So naturally, 
I just started playing the sport and I liked how the 

game worked. 

What was your favorite memory of this 
sport?

My favorite memory was definitely the last game 
last year. At the stadium, we played against Ando-

ver High. It was definitely a really fun game and 
also a really emotional game, because it was the 

last game that the seniors were playing. Also, the 
fact that we won was really nice too. It was also 

one of the games where I got more playing time, so 
it was definitely more fun.

Is there any ideas or lessons you learned from 
this sport?

A person that my coach really admires is John 
Wooden. During practice, he would always quote 

John Wooden. The quotes are really inspirational. 
he talks about how hard work is the best thing to 
get from a sport. Those quotes that I heard from 
coach is something that I can apply to my whole 
life. Ultimately, it has taught me how hard work 

pays off and that the events that led up to the game 
are what matters.

N.LOUMIDIS/THE PHIL
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Jeffrey Kao
What is your favorite aspect of the team?

What I really like about ultimate is that everyone 
plays hard, but we also don’t take ourselves too seri-
ously. By that I mean people still play hard for each 
other. They know that teammates have expectation of 
us, and we want to work together to make our team 
goals happen. However, at the same time, no one is 
too harsh on each other, and I think the way people 
start to interact in every single day on and off the field 
fosters a sense of belonging. That’s really just makes it 
fun to play, even when we’re doing conditioning. It is 
nice to do it with people that you’re close with.

M
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Ekan Belo-Osagie

Coach Features

D.OW

YANG/THE PHILLIPIAN

Coach Scott Hoenig

I think I love just how the players really really get 
into it...For many of the players, they hadn’t played 
it before they came here, and so I’m taking folks 
that have never played before, who come out and 
maybe they’re on the JV team the first year, even the 
second year and they just, they get really into, they 
work really hard, they get better and they progress 
to the point that they’re on the Varsity team in their 
11th or 12th grade year. And just to see that kind of 
progression is really cool. Taking players who have 
never played before and by the time they are done 
here, they are potentially ready to play at the most 
competitive college teams, that’s a pretty cool thing 
to be a part of.

Ultimate has taken me around the world. I 
played through college and club on open, wom-

ens, and mixed teams, and most recently com-
peted through the National level with a Boston 

co-ed team and a New York women’s Beach 
Nationals team. I coach in the Middle East, 

have worked with the USA National Teams at 
World Games and Competitions across Europe, 

worked with the Worlds Federation in Dubai, 
and more, but always found the most joy just 

throwing a disc with a friend. No matter where 
I’ve gone-- work, school, travel -- I’ve found a 

local team to play with, immediate friends, and 
a sense of home on whatever field I happened 

to be on.

D.OWYANG/THE PHILLIPIA
N

Coach Steph Cormier 

What do you love about Ultimate?

Reporting by Nathalie Lelogeais
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Under The Bed 
Experiments with Old 

and New Games in 
Latest Show

The Theater Classroom 
quieted as two Under the Bed 
(U.T.B.) performers started 
improvising a scene as a part 
of the game “Montage.” While 
performers acted out a scene, 
any waiting performer could 
tap an active performer out, 
and begin improvising another 
scenario.

Ian Hurley ’19 initiated 
“Montage” by playing a pris-
oner, sitting and shivering on 
the floor as an abusive prison 
guard, played by Khari Greene 
’20, shouted at him to get back 
in his jail cell. The scenes 
flipped through multiple set-
tings and characters only to 
come full circle for the final 
scene: when Harry Kahane ’20 
tapped in as a prison guard and 
slammed the cage door shut, 
demanding a frightened Hur-
ley to stay in his jail cell.

“My favorite part was the 
‘Montage’ because it had a plot 
that ended very nicely. It start-
ed with the jail cell, then it 
went on lots of tangents about 
the character. When Harry Ka-
hane brought it back to the jail 
cell at the end, it tied it all to-
gether,” said audience member 
Mac Katkavich ’21.

“Montage” was one among 
a series of improv games that 
U.T.B. performed at the Theater 
Classroom last Saturday night. 
According to Hurley, in addi-
tion to playing the traditional 
games, U.T.B. also debuted a 
new game created by Kahane, 
called “Pumpernickel.”

“The way [‘Pumpernickel’] 
works is two people are in a 
scene, and one person leaves. 
The audience comes up with 
a word, and the person on the 
inside has to make the person 
who left say the word without 
saying it themselves. I think it 
went great, everyone seemed to 
enjoy it,” said Hurley.

While U.T.B. shows are typ-
ically located in Kemper Au-
ditorium, the small Theater 
Classroom space surrounded 
the performers with audience 
members in close proximi-
ty, which contributed to the 
show’s success, according to 
Nick Demetroulakos ’19, one of 
the Co-Heads of U.T.B..

“When you’re performing 
in the [Susie’s], or in [Kemper 

Auditorium], there’s just a ton 
of people. It feels a little more 
high-stakes. When you’re in 
the Theater Classroom, it’s 
nice because there’s always 
good energy but it’s a little 
more intimate. I think, at least 
for us performing, it was a little 
more comfortable,” said Deme-
troulakos.

According to Demetrou-
lakos, while “Montage” went 
well, other games, including 
“Pumpernickel,” were hard 
to balance in between being 
too short and too long. One 
such game was “Party Quirks,” 
where one person leaves the 
room and every UTB member 
is given a “quirk,” or charac-
ter, by the audience. Then that 
person re-enters the room and 
they host a “party” where they 
try to guess what each mem-
ber’s quirk is while they stay in 
character.

“[‘Party Quirks’ is] a really 
tough game, and this time it 
was pretty snappy, but it can 
drag out a little bit long. I think 
it’s the same for ‘Pumpernick-
el.’ Those guessing games can 
be tough to balance, making 
sure the person knows that 
the person who’s supposed to 
be guessing is trying to really 
clue in to what the other per-
son’s trying to tell them. That’s 
something that we can tweak a 
little bit in the future and work 
on,” said Demetroulakos.

According to audience mem-
ber and faculty chaperone Nina 
Scott, Instructor in English, 
this was her first show, but 
definitely not her last.

“I thought the kids were so 
clever, fantastic, and funny. 
They’re very appealing. They 
have a nice presence. It’s nice 
to watch them have fun… I’ve 
never been before, and I’m go-
ing to go all of [U.T.B.’s shows] 
until I retire,” said Scott. 

U.T.B. members thought the 
show went very well. Accord-
ing to Kahane, the group made 
good improvement both in co-
hesiveness and in performance 
content. He is also looking for-
ward to U.T.B.’s Andover Night 
Live (ANL), which will be held 
in Kemper later this term.

“I love everyone in our group 
this year. We struggled a little 
bit in the beginning of the year 
to get out of sex jokes and the 
easy humor, but I think we’ve 
come a good distance, and I’m 
very happy with where we are 
now. I’m very excited about 
ANL,” said Kahane.

EMILY HUANG
& JERRY SHU

M.SURI/THE PHILLIPIAN
U.T.B. debuted a new game, “Pumpernickle,” created by U.T.B. member 
Harry Kahane ’20.

Claudia Pollock ’20 Creates Original 
Songs while Diversifying Musical Taste

After writing and compos-
ing an song for a school proj-
ect on “Romeo and Juliet,” 
Claudia Pollock ’20 published 
“Star-Crossed Lovers,” her 
first ever single, on Spotify. 
Since then, Pollock has grown 
both as a singer and a song-
writer, writing songs while si-
multaneously participating in 
a cappella groups at Andover.

“People actually really 
liked [the single], so people 
today will contact me about 
it and ask if they can sing it, 
which is really cool. I hope 
in the near future, I can put 
out more stuff, because I re-
ally like writing music and for 
other people to listen to it and 
share it,” said Pollock. 

Pollock enjoys expressing 
her emotions through song-
writing, which has become 
one of her outlets for stress 
relief while at Andover, and 
produces mostly ballad-style 
music. 

“I tend to be motivated 
more when I’m sad or frus-
trated about something… If 
I feel like I can’t talk to any-
one, I have music to convey 
what I’m feeling…It’s my best 
outlet, especially here. When 
it gets really stressful, that’s 
like my main thing I can al-
ways rely on to keep me sane.” 
added Pollock.

On campus, Pollock serves 
as Co-Head of Keynotes, a co-
ed a cappella group, which 
entails creating original ar-
rangements for the group. 
According to Shyan Koul ’19, 
also a Co-Head of Keynotes, 
Pollock is a leader who chal-
lenges the group to be their 
best but at the same time, 
maintains a fun working envi-
ronment. 

“I really admire Clau-
dia’s ability to quickly find 
a healthy balance between 
playfulness and efficiency. 
She knows exactly when we 
can relax a little and when 
we have to get more serious… 
It helps Keynotes remain 
a tight-knit group, but also 
pushes us to be the best we 
can be,” said Koul in an email 
to The Phillipian. 

Classically trained in pi-
ano, Pollock began singing 
and songwriting as a way to 

explore music. According to 
Pollock, songwriting came 
very naturally to her after 
learning the fundamentals of 
music through piano lessons. 

“I felt trapped in [classi-
cal piano] and I would like 
to go off on my own and play 
chord progressions. But I’m 
so grateful for everything be-
cause classical music is such 
a good background,” Pollock 
said.

According to Pollock, her 
music is mostly pop, but she 
likes to experiment with 
other styles to diversify the 
music she creates. Pollock 
draws inspiration from her 
friends, female artists like as 
Ella Fitzgerald, Taylor Swift, 
Adele, and Alicia Keys, and 
her parents. 

“My mom used to sing and 
perform, so she inspires me 

a lot. My dad has no musical 
talent all, but he’s really into 
listening to music. He has 
every single genre of music 
and I grew up listening to all 
styles of music around the 
house,” said Pollock. 

Pollock plans to use time 
over the summer to record 
and finish some songs that 
she has now. In the future, 
Pollock hopes to further her 
music career by continuing 
to sing and learn more about 
music theory. 

“[After Andover,] I think 
I’d like to be in an a capel-
la group because they’re so 
much fun and it’s a way to 
sing. I would like to study mu-
sic and music theory and just 
learn more about it because I 
feel that it would really help 
me improve in music writing,” 
said Pollock. 

IRENE KWON

S.BAHNASY/THE PHILLIPIAN

Aside from creating arrangements as Co-Head of Keynotes, Claudia Pol-
lock ’20 uses music and songwriiting as an outlet to express her emotions. 

M.SURI/THE PHILLIPIAN
Under the Bed (UTB) played improvisational games such as “Party Quirks” 
and “Montage” last Saturday night in the Theater Classroom.

CAPTAIN PIZZA
Mediterranean Foods

978-975-1230

733 Turnpike St.
North Andover

Any sandwich, chips, and 
A 12 ounce soda for

$8.95

$18.99 FOR 2 PIZZAS
Special:
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High Fidelity Review: 
“Hi This Is Flume” by Flume

Cameron Freeman and Quinn Robinson

M.CALLAHAN/THE PHILLIPIAN

We are Cameron Freeman and Quinn Robinson, and we listen to a 
lot of music. This column is here to share only the truth about which 
albums and EPs are worth your time. Each week, we pick one that’s 
caught our eye—regardless of genre or popularity—and run through 
our thoughts.

Australian wonky electronic music 
producer Flume’s latest mixtape, 

“Hi This is Flume,” builds on his previous 
projects without becoming repetitive, delivering a strong 
and cohesive sonic range over its 38-minute, 17 song 
tracklist. The mixtape develops a large and captivating tone 
throughout and continues to push electronic music bound-
aries, building on and collaborating with avant-garde artists 
including SOPHIE, JPEGMAFIA, and HWLS.

Originally popularized as a future base producer 
after a string of massive pop hits in 2013, Flume has 
progressively become more experimental with his 
music, aiming to remain palatable but straying away 
from his roots. “Hi This Is Flume” is arguably Flume’s 
most successful blend of wonky, glitch hop, EDM, 
and rap yet. Despite the diversity between tracks 
like the emotionally-charged remix of SOPHIE’s “Is 
It Cold In The Water?” and the experimental trap 
banger “How To Build A Relationship,” the mixtape 
rarely feels disjointed. The diversity of styles has the 
opposite effect — each track piques listeners’ interest 
in a new way and sets up the coming songs. Seam-
less transitions between each of the tracks allows the 
album to flow between styles without jolting listeners, 
further bolstering the listening experience and the 
tightness of the project. 

The features on “Hi This Is Flume” 
similarly serve to diversify the al-
bum without detracting from its cohesion. 
Though the features on Flume’s latest mixtape 
take less of a role than on previous albums and 
LPs like “Skin,” they feel less like appeals to 
popularity and more like genuine additions to the 
music. With “Hi This Is Flume” taking the form of 
a mixtape rather than an album, Flume appears 
to have more leeway to take risks, and does so 
successfully throughout the project, both with 
features and his own production.

SCORE: 9/10
BEST SONGS: Ecdysis, High Beams, Jewel, ╜φ°⌂▌╫§
╜φ°⌂▌╫§╜φ°⌂▌╫§╜φ°⌂▌╫§╜φ°⌂▌╫§╜φ°⌂▌╫§╜φ°⌂
▌╫§╜φ°⌂▌╫§╜φ°⌂▌╫§╜φ°⌂▌╫§╜φ°⌂▌╫§╜φ°⌂▌╫§╜
φ°⌂▌╫§╜φ°⌂▌╫§╜φ°⌂▌╫§╜φ°⌂▌╫§╜φ°⌂▌╫§╜φ°⌂▌
[sic] , How To Build A Relationship, Wormhole, Voices, 

MUD, Vitality, Daze 22.00
WORST SONGS: N/A

By all metrics, “Hi This Is Flume” suc-
ceeds as a mixtape, spurring the field 
of electronic music with its seamless 
integration of multiple styles and diverse 
range of collaborators. Flume’s latest 
project is a must-listen for fans and new-
comers alike, provided a willingness to 
take risks with the experimental.

Mentalist Robert Channing Brings Interactive 
and Comedic Mind-Reading to Andover

Upon being chosen, two au-
dience members ran to the stage 
excitedly, securing a blindfold 
and two quarters in front of men-
talist Robert Channing’s eyes 
with eight pieces of duct tape. 
They then watched with bated 
breath as Channing, despite his 
obscured vision, accurately pro-
nounced the serial number of a 
one dollar bill randomly selected 
from the audience. 

Last Friday evening, Chan-
ning, also known as “The Men-
talist,” performed his comedic 
mind-reading show to a packed 
crowd in Susie’s. Channing has 
performed across the globe, 
including in performances for 
President Barack Obama and on 
“America’s Got Talent.”

“I do a comedy hypnosis 
show, and I just did my mind 
reading,” said Channing, “I [have 
been] an entertainer since I was 
five years old. I just love it.”

The students cheered and 
screamed throughout the show 
as Channing successfully read 
the students’ minds. In one of 
his acts, Channing had all of 
the students in the room write 
down their names, the funniest 
moment in their lives, an im-
portant number, and a question 
for him to answer. Without fail, 
Channing accurately guessed 
the information written on card 
after card, down to the students’ 
names and the meanings of their 
numbers. 

“I liked when everyone wrote 
on the notecards and he was 
able to say what people wrote 
on them, even though he didn’t 
know anything about them. I 
honestly didn’t know if he would 
get them right because it is such 
a low chance of that, but he got 
them pretty much all right,” said 
audience member Rachel Ney-
man ’22. 

For his final act, Channing 
asked students to choose an ide-
al vacation place. He then asked 
the students in the crowd who 
chose Hawaii to stand up. Select-

ing three students, he asked each 
of them one question about their 
dream vacation respectively: 
who they would go with, when 
would they go, and how much 
money they would spend. Alana 
Yang ’21 answered J.K. Rowling, 
Aidan Burt ’21 answered July 1, 
and Karoline Conte ’21 said that 
they would spend 25,000.03 dol-
lars. Channing then asked Chris-
topher Capano, the Student 
Activities director, for a letter 
he had mailed to Andover three 
weeks prior. When opened, the 
letter revealed that their dream 
vacation would be in Hawaii, 
on June 31st, and cost 25,000.03 
dollars . 

“It was very exciting, and I 
was interested in seeing what 
he had to say... I was really real-
ly shocked when he got it right,” 
said Yang. 

Another audience mem-
ber, Amelia Meyer ’21, was also 
called up to the stage at the end 
of his act. She was tasked with 
holding the cup containing the 
predictions, and enjoyed her ex-
perience.

“It was really fun. I love being 
on the stage, just doing anything, 
but it was really exciting to get in 
front of my peers with such an 
extraordinary talent. I was very 
nervous, but it was so cool. I had 
no idea what it was going to be 
like, and it turned out to be ev-
erything that I didn’t know that I 
hoped for, and I loved it,” Meyer 
said.

Aside from the students, 
Channing himself also enjoyed 
the performance, describing 
how positive audience reactions 
invigorated him throughout the 
acts.

“The audience reactions—
when they laugh and scream 
and yell and just when they’re 
stunned, it’s really fun. I think 
the show, on a scale of one to 
ten, was ten and a half . It went 
off the charts… I loved it.” said 
Channing.

DANIELA VELASQUEZ
& JANE PARK
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“The Mentalist” Robert Channing (right) correctly predicted the serial 
number of a dollar bill chosen at random in the audiences.

Guest Choreographer Devin Woolridge 
Brings Dance Experience to Andover

With “Alive” by Lil Jon 
blasting out of the speakers, 
Devin Woolridge began his 
hip hop choreography, packed 
with sharp movements. 

Woolridge taught this cho-
reography this past Saturday 
at a dance workshop in the 
Modern dance studio. Wool-
ridge, a choreographer based 
in Boston, Mass. with exten-
sive dance experience, has 
competed in the “Hip Hop In-
ternational” competition and 
on the TV show “America’s 
Best Dance Crew.”

Michelangelo Neff ’19, 
who attended the workshop, 
said,“Woolridge’s choreogra-
phy was very fast and energet-
ic, and required a lot of preci-
sion. You had to move really 
quickly from step to step and 
there was no room to be lazy 
or sloppy.” 

Elizabeth Jancsy, Teaching 
Fellow in Theatre and Dance, 
helped coordinate the work-
shop. Jancsy has been a part 
of a group Woolridge choreo-
graphed for in the past. 

“I have learned from Devin, 
but I don’t teach like Devin. 
Obviously, everyone has their 

own style that they come 
up with based on the dance 
teachers they’ve had in the 
past. I think it’s great that we 
can have new dance teach-
ers come in and everyone can 
adapt their style to the styles 
their teachers have,” said 
Jancsy.

According to workshop 
participant Aliesha Jordan ’19, 
Woolridge encouraged partic-
ipants that even if they messed 
up the choreography, the most 
important part was to just 
keep on dancing.

“When we performed in the 
middle and everyone watched 
from the sidelines, we didn’t 
have a sense of insecurity, be-
cause we had all just learned 
the dance. I think it was a very 
supportive environment. Even 
if we all lost the choreography 
at some point, we all contin-
ued moving and didn’t freeze 
up,” said Jordan.

According to Woolridge, his 
style of choreography centers 
around the strong, percussive 
beat of the music. 

“I look for the aggressive-
ness in the beat. You want the 
audience to feel the music. 
You don’t want to the audi-
ence just hear the rapper sing-
ing the lyrics, you want them 
to feel like they need to start 

moving,” he said.
Woolridge’s method of cho-

reographing starts by listening 
to the music and experiment-
ing with different combina-
tions of moves. He likes to 
test out different patterns of 
movement before settling on 
one final pattern. 

“I choreograph by listening 
to a piece of music and free-
styling to it. Whatever I pick 
up from the freestyle that I 
think looks good, I then put in 
my dance. Choreographing is 
like a puzzle. All the pieces are 
out and you have to put them 
together to make everything 
fit,” said Woolridge. 

Woolridge ultimately be-
lieves that he has learned from 
his students. His style as a 
choreographer has grown and 
been challenged by each new 
student he has taught.  

“You see what your stu-
dents do and learn from them 
in the process. I would figure 
out what was or wasn’t work-
ing with the choreography and 
improve it from there. I like to 
go to other places to branch 
out and teach new people. 
Teachers won’t admit it, but it 
is your students that help you 
grow and become better at 
what you do,” said Woolridge.

NOEMI ELLIOTT

MLEVY/THE PHILLIPIAN

Devin Woolridge visited Andover this past Saturday to host a workshop and taught his original choreography to 
Lil Jon’s “Alive.”
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Anntonia Taylor ’20 struts 
around campus in metallic sil-
ver heels and a pair of loose, 
blue pants. She pairs them with 
a creamy pink Puma jacket over 
a white crop top, embellished 
with colorful stripes. For acces-
sories, Taylor adorns large hoop 
earrings, a pair of red sunglasses, 
and a traditional Moroccan neck-
lace. 

“I try to make bigger state-
ments with pieces that aren’t 
what you’d expect…whenever I 
wear a more out-there outfit, I 
think, ‘What else can I do?’ You 
know, why not put all the ener-
gy [into my outfit?] Go big or go 
home,” said Taylor. 

Taylor first experimented with 
this particular outfit during this 
past Spring Break. According to 
Taylor, she felt that the outfit was 
a bit daring, but decided to wear 
it to school after getting a positive 
response from her friends. 

“Often when I wear a big state-
ment outfit, I would internally be 
like, ‘No, I can’t.’ I was so proud of 
myself that I didn’t give into that 
[instinct], I was like ‘I gotta wear 
it to school now, that’s the next 
step,’” Taylor said.

Taylor describes her style as 

retro with a modern touch. Tay-
lor sees every “crazy” outfit as a 
challenge, gaining the confidence 
to wear it from her newfound 
fearlessness.

“When I see something that I 
want to wear, if I think ‘Oh, that’ll 
look weird,’ I gotta buy it, because 
I gotta challenge myself,” said 
Taylor. 

Taylor began developing her 
independent style in middle 
school, exploring the realm of 
fashion by branching out to in-
corporate different pieces from 
those of her peers. According to 
Taylor, she never lets other peo-
ple’s negative opinions affect her 
style choices. 

“In middle school… I started 
wearing makeup… And when 
others ask[ed] me why I’m wear-
ing makeup I’d tell them, ‘Be-
cause I want to,’ and that kind of 
caused me to start wanting to do 
it more, to normalize it,” Taylor 
said.

Samantha Lee ’20, a friend of 
Taylor’s, said that Taylor’s confi-
dence enables her to wear unique 
outfits. Lee explained how Tay-
lor developed a style not only 
through her outfits, but through 
her confidence and positive 
mindset as well. 

“She’s never afraid to be bold. 
I think one of the most stand out 
aspects of her style is not even 
what she wears but her absolute 

confidence when she wears any-
thing… Her style and confidence 
in what she wears inspires every-
one around her,” Lee says.

According to Taylor, how-
ever, she did not always have 
the courage to wear such bold 
outfits. Her style did not differ 
much from others when she was 
younger, but as she grew more 
independent, she lost the interest 
of wearing the clothes that every-
body else had.

“When I was younger, I would 
wear clothes more or less just 
because everyone else had it. 
I remember wearing Justice 
clothes because everyone else 
wore the Justice clothes… Now 
it’s changed to a point where….I 
just wear whatever I want to, re-
gardless of how other people see 
it,” Taylor said.

According to Taylor, her moth-
er has been very supportive of 
her style choices. Taylor’s mom 
inspired Taylor to experiment 
with all sorts of different clothes 
and accessories, including the 
pair of silver heels.

“I didn’t know if I could buy 
[the heels], but my mom was like, 
‘Those look amazing on you, you 
have to get them.’ People don’t re-
alize it, but when people give tiny 
complements like that, that kind 
of sparks you to want to wear 
more and more,” said Taylor.
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Look of the Week: 
“Go Big or Go Home”: Anntonia Taylor ’20 
Cultivates a Style Through Confidence

EMMA FU

Anntonia Taylor ’20 started making more daring style choices after midle 
schoo, and never feeels influenced by others’ negative opinions. 

A.PHILLIPS/THE PHILLIPIAN
The red sunglasses are a staple 
piece of Annotonia Taylor ’20. 

A.PHILLIPS/THE PHILLIPIAN

Anntonia Taylor ’20 bought her 
neckalce from an artisan in Moroc-
co. The hand is said to be able to 
ward off the Evil Eye. 

A.PHILLIPS/THE PHILLIPIAN

According to  Anntonia Taylor ’20, 
her mom encourages her to experi-
ment with different pieces, such as 
her silver heels. 

The Macuco Quintet Explores the Diversity within Jazz

Immersed in a lively, Brazilian 
jazz tune, the members of the Ma-
cuco Quintet moved their bodies 
to the beat of the music. Making 
eye contact with each other, the 
musicians riffed bouncy rhythms 
before reuniting to play the main 
melody.

The Macuco Quintet is head-
ed by Joel Springer, an adjunct 
saxophone instructor at Ando-
ver. Springer, who has traveled to 
Brazil frequently, draws influence 
from Brazilian composer and mu-
sician Hermeto Pascoal when he 
and the group arrange their com-
position.

“We’ve been listening to his 
[Pascoal’s] music and his amazing 
groups for a long time, as fans, and 
I felt like some of his pieces would 
work for Macuco Quintet. So we 
try to offer a different take on his 
compositions, and not just try 
to copy his amazing recordings, 
which would be nearly impossi-
ble anyway! We arrange his pieces 
so that the key piano harmony is 

played by the saxophones,” wrote 
Springer in an email to The Phil-
lipian.

Pascoal’s “Frevo Am Maceio,” 
arranged by Springer, was one 
of the songs performed this past 
Sunday in the Timken Room of 
Graves Hall. The quintet focuses 
primarily on performing Brazilian 
jazz, according to Springer.

“I can’t say exactly what makes 
Brazilian jazz so special, although 
big parts are the amazing rhythms 
and other musical elements that 
came with the African diaspora 
from the slave trade to Brazil, and 
the mix with European music 
elements over time. I just know 
that I love listening to it and try-
ing to learn how to play it,” wrote 
Springer.

According to alto saxophonist 
Rick Stone, a member of the quin-
tet, jazz is a genre that includes 
many different subdivisions. 
During Stone’s career as an avid 
listener and performer of jazz, he 
has explored compositions and 
arrangements of many styles by 
different artists.

“I started with, I guess you’ll 
call it more straight-ahead jazz. I 
grew up listening to a lot of Char-

lie Parker, John Coltrane, Miles 
Davis, those would be kind of 
more like what I was, but you just 
kind of branch out as you go. [Bra-
zilian Jazz] is just a different kind 
of feeling, a different style. And it’s 
a lot more rhythmic, I think than 
some other forms of music I’ve 
played,” said Stone. 

Audience member John Shat-
tuck, also an Andover town mem-
ber and student of Springer, en-
joyed the performance put on by 
the quintet, a performance that  
reminded him of the jazz music 
he grew up listening to.

“I liked the difference in 
sounds. I was kind of brought up 
listening to Miles Davis and John 
Coltrane. My father loved those 
guys. I liked the different sounds 
they had. The Brazilian accent, 
you know? It’s amazing what you 
can do with jazz you can take it 
any direction you want. There’s 
no boundaries, so it’s kind of fun 
to listen to,” said Shattuck.

Springer formed the group in 
2014, wanting to create a quintet 
that performed original, Brazil-
ian jazz compositions. According 
to Stone, the personalities of the 
members, as well as skillfully ar-

ranged music, are important for 
establishing a good quintet.

“That’s a really important thing 
that you get along with everyone 
and that you enjoy, you know, 
because you have to spend time 

together rehearsing the music, 
that’s one thing. Having well-writ-
ten music and well-arranged mu-
sic [is another]. Joel does a really 
good job with that,” said Stone.

NATALIE CHEN
& SOMIN VIRMANI
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The Macuco Quintet is a jazz band based in Cambridge, Massachusetts, 
that focuses on performing Brazilian jazz.
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