
As modern online services 
facilitate the consumption 
of pornography, the distance 
between viewer and actor in-
creases, according to Susan 
Lee ’19. Specifically, the Asian 
female “Subaltern” lacks the 
ability to speak through porn.

Lee questioned this dy-
namic in her Brace Fellowship 

presentation, “The Asian Fe-
male ‘Subaltern’ in Porn: The-
orizing and Interfacing the 
Consumption of Asian Porn 
Through 2.0 Search Engines” 
on Monday, February 18 in the 
Abbot School Room on Abbot 
Campus. Through her year-
long research, Lee found that 
the history of Western colo-
nial domination has infiltrat-
ed our cultural consciousness 
and defined the narrative we 
expect other ethnicities to ex-

hibit.
“Experience isn’t pure. Our 

experiences, and thus our 
identities, whether that be 
sexual, racial, etc., are formed 
through representation and 
in specific historical, political 
contexts. What we find sexy, 
about ourselves and about 
others, is always shaped by 
larger discourses outside of 
ourselves,” wrote Lee in an 
email to The Phillipian.

Lee continued, “So then 
you can see that porn, which 
is a representation of the per-
formance of sexuality, isn’t 
just fantasy. What we want 
to see in pornography isn’t 
detached from whatever idea 
we have of our ‘true’ or ‘real’ 
sexualities, and we can only 
be ethical erotic consumers 
when we begin to take the re-
sponsibility of thinking about 
these questions.”

Inspired by Gayatri Spivak, 
who is considered to be the 
co-founder of postcolonial 
studies, Lee’s presentation 
emphasized how the imperi-
alization of and domination 
over a culture can change 
the portrayal of its identity. 
Lee interrogated the nexus 
of Western imperialism, pa-
triarchy, misogyny and rac-
ism that traditionally defines 
the Asian sexual subjectivity: 
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Andover Teachers Visit 
Khan Lab School

Boys Swimming 
& Diving
Andover Boys Swimming & Diving 
broke 27 records this weekend at 
Easterns. 

playlist TYRANNY

Faculty members from the Tang In-
situte visited the California school to 
learn about innovative education. 

Arts, B7
She Kills Monsters 
Preview
Winter term production “She Kills 
Monsters” explores grief and family 
with Dungeons & Dragons.

Passing for White 
Privilege
Laura Ospina ’22 reflects on her ex-
periences as a white-passing Latina 
and urges readers to act on their 
privileges. 

When Porn Becomes Political: 
Brace Fellow Susan Lee ’19 on Reclaiming 
the Voice of the Asian Female “Subaltern”

Continued on A7, Column 1

SOPHIA HLAVATY

Advanced Placement (AP) 
classes are hardly present at 
Andover today. There are only 
a few officially labelled AP 
courses, and they are only of-
fered in the math and science 
subjects. 

Despite the current lack of 
AP classes, Andover played a 
significant role in the found-
ing of AP exams: in 1951, John 
Kemper, 11th headmaster of 
Andover, suggested that high 
school students take classes 
for college credit. The school 
would later take part in a 
study that eventually led to 
the modern-day AP program. 

In the early 1950s during 
the Korean War, many edu-
cators felt that re-teaching 
material only wasted time 
and resources in the effort to 
win the war. As a result, the 
Ford Foundation created the 
Fund for the Advancement 
of Education (F.A.E.) in 1951, 
according to the journal arti-
cle “Four Decades of the Ad-
vanced Placement”` by Eric 
Rothschild.

“One of the Fund’s early 
initiatives, called ‘preinduc-
tion scholarships,’ sent talent-
ed high school sophomores to 
the University of Chicago, Co-
lumbia, Wisconsin, or Yale to 
ensure them two years of col-
lege before they turned eigh-
teen and became eligible for 
the draft,” wrote Rothschild.

This initiative received 
negative feedback from high 
schools, who did not appre-
ciate losing their best stu-
dents after their sophomore 
years. Kemper wrote a letter 
to F.A.E. President Clarence 
Faust expressing his concerns 
about the transition between 
high school and college.

“It appears obvious that 
school and college programs, 
especially during the im-
portant years from the 11th 
through 14th grade, have not 
been planned as coherent 
wholes. Boys from the best 
independent schools often 

report that their early cours-
es in college are repetitious 
and dull. We are much con-
cerned that some of our best 
boys seem to lose interest in 
their work during their first 
and second years of college,” 
wrote Kemper in his letter.

Kemper continued, “It 
looks as though the country 
might no longer be able to af-
ford the waste involved in the 
transition from school to col-
lege, especially for gifted and 
well-trained boys.”

In May of 1951, Kemper 
proposed that high schools 
should give students the op-
portunity to take advanced 
classes, and once these stu-
dents entered college, they 
would continue their prog-
ress.

A committee of educators 
from secondary school and 
colleges joined forces to man-
ifest his idea. They conduct-
ed a study and shared their 
findings in a 1952 publication 
titled, “General Education in 
School and College: A Com-
mittee Report by Members of 
the Faculties at Andover, Ex-
eter, Lawrenceville, Harvard, 
Princeton, and Yale.”

The study involved fif-
ty-eight graduates of Andover, 
Exeter, and Lawrenceville, as 
well as then-Seniors at Har-
vard, Princeton, and Yale, who 
filled out questionnaires about 
their transitions between sec-
ondary school and college.

In the time after the study’s 
publication, a parallel proj-
ect called School and College 
Study of Admission with Ad-
vanced Standing (SCSAAS) 
met to discuss the various 
components that would be af-
fected by potential advanced 
high school classes such as 
graduation requirements and 
the length of college tenures. 

After months of discussion, 
the SCSAAS administered the 
first AP exams in May of 1954. 
Each exam had a ten dollar fee 

No APs without PA: 
The History of 

Advanced Placement 
Exams at Andover

Continued on A7, Column 4

ZAINA QAMAR

Darnell Moore, civil right 
activist and author, was just 
fourteen years old when he was 
attacked by his neighbors on a 
walk home from the super-
market. Immediately after sur-
rounding Moore, they beat him, 
spewed homophobic slurs, and 
doused him with gasoline in an 
unsuccessful attempt to light 
him on fire. 

As the Black Arts Month 
Keynote Speaker, Moore re-
counted this experience in his 
talk on Friday, February 15, in 
Kemper Auditorium. His mem-
oir, “No Ashes in the Fire: Com-
ing of Age Black and Free in 
America,” describes his experi-
ence as a gay African-American 
man navigating modern Amer-
ican society.

Moore attributed the “No 
Ashes in the Fire” line to his 
traumatic encounter. He also 
drew inspiration from author, 

professor, and activist Gloria 
Jean Watkins, known by her 
pen name, bell hooks. Accord-
ing to Moore, the title acknowl-
edges Americans of color who 
have experienced systemic op-
pression.

“I can’t explain what it feels 
like to be in a situation like 
that. The hurt that comes with 
having to ask yourself, ‘What 
is so different about me, about 
my way of being, that some-
one would want to try and take 
me out of here for it?’ So the 
title is a reference to that lit-
eral moment, what it meant to 
have survived a fire. There are 
no ashes because there was no 
body to be laid after what could 
have been a fire. I survived, so 
it’s an ode to survival,” said 
Moore in his talk.

Moore continued, “It’s my 
way of acknowledging the sur-
vival potential in black life. 
Black people within the con-
text of a country whose econ-
omy was founded on chattel 
slavery and the displacement 

and murder of indigenous peo-
ple here. To be alive? Given 
that context? It is to always be 
existing, thriving, surviving, 
and walking in a fire that is 
anti-black, or what bell hooks 
[Gloria Jean Watkins] calls rac-
ism, white supremacist, capi-
talist, patriarchy.” 

Moore grew up in Camden, 
New Jersey, which he said was 
“named as one of the most eco-
nomically devastated and most 
violent cities in the country” by 
social scientists, news media, 
and politicians. In spite of the 
surrounding negativity, Moore 
recalled memories of unity 
with his family and their will-
ingness to give without expec-
tation.

“Here’s a lesson I learned 
about radical love...regardless 
of what you did, who you may 
have disappointed, wheth-
er you went to jail, whether 

“Let’s Not Deny or Despise Difference”: 
Black Arts Keynote Speaker Darnell 

Moore Highlights “Radical Love”

Continued on A7, Column 4

SOPHIA LEE

Billy Flynn, Custodial Su-
pervisor of Food Services, has 
been a part of the Andover 
community and Paresky Com-
mons since 1989. This year is 
particularly special to Flynn, 
as it marks his 30th anniver-
sary of working at Andover. 

Flynn has been a worker 
at Andover since he was 20 
years old. According to Flynn, 
his family already had con-
nections with the school prior 
to starting his work. 

Flynn said, “I got to know 
Andover because both of my 
sisters graduated from here. I 
would say that the whole fam-

ily has close ties to Andover. 
Apart from that, Frank Han-
nah, a former math teacher, 
and [his wife] Janette Hannah 
all happened to be friends 
with my parents. Just before 
he retired, he offered me the 
job. Ever since, I have been 
working up until now.” 

Having been a member of 
the Andover community over 
a span of 30 years, Flynn says 
that he has made many mem-
ories at the school. One event 
that he recalled was an in-
ter-class food fight between 
Juniors and Seniors during 

Andover Commemorates 
Billy Flynn’s 30th Year as 
Paresky Commons Worker

Continued on A6, Column 4

AARON CHUNG

Darnell Moore spoke to students about his experiences adjusting to a predominantly white high school.
D.OWYANG/THE PHILLIPIAN

Billy Flynn considers Andover a second  home and cleans Paresky Com-
mons like his own house.  
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Susan Lee ’19 began her project by questioning the culture and stereo-
types surrounding Asian women’s sexuality. 
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WHENEVER I CHE-
ck off ‘Latinx’ on 
Andover forms, I 

can’t help but feel undeserving 
of claiming my culture as my 
own. My fully Colombian ances-
try doesn’t discount the fact that, 
with blonde hair and blue eyes 
and light skin, I don’t know what 
to do with the white privilege 
melting off my skin.

I feel white privilege when I 
walk into stores and eyes don’t 
follow me, when I am assumed 
to be Anglo-American, and when 
I don’t have to worry about be-
ing told to go back to my coun-
try by strangers. But I don’t feel 
privileged when immigrants are 
dehumanized for simply seek-
ing better opportunities-- being 
labeled criminals, rapists, and il-
legal. I don’t feel privileged when 
the sitting president threatens to 
delegitimize my lawful citizen-
ship just to excite his political 
base. In an interview with Axios, 
Trump revealed his plan to elimi-
nate birthright citizenship with 
an executive order in October. I 

don’t feel privileged when I have 
to pretend that politics isn’t scru-
tinizing my very existence in the 
United States, as if human beings 
can be negotiated like objects in 
the first place. 

It took me a minute to sum-
mon the courage to enter CAMD 
for the first time. I couldn’t stand 

the prospect of continuing to be 
labeled as the white girl pretend-
ing to be Latinx. Do I even have 
the right to claim the identity if 
I’m passing, if I don’t face any 
surface discrimination? Am I a 
person of color or is my skin too 
light? Or is my skin color defin-
ing when, in the end, I become 

a statistic on an admission pam-
phlet? I wish someone had told 
me the answers, but no one ever 
teaches you how to prove your 
ethnicity to the blurred faces that 
don’t believe you. No one tells 
you how to understand your an-
cestors slaughtering your other 
ancestors for gold and why no 

one talks about it. The mixed 
blood of both the indigenous of 
Latin America and the Spanish 
conquistadors run through 
my  veins—the product of mass 
genocide. No one teaches you 
how to react when being called 
a drug dealer for the first time. I 
wish someone had told me that 

I would never be Latinx enough 
or white enough to reach their 
expectations so I wouldn’t have 
failed trying. 

When I was younger, I used to 
think that my white privilege was 
a bad thing. I wished desperately 
to look more like my parents, who 
both have brown hair and eyes. I 
wanted to fit the classic Latinx 
portrayal in American media so 
that I wouldn’t have to reference 
my birth certificate or fluency 
in Spanish to prove my ethnic-
ity. I also felt as though I didn’t 
deserve a privilege that both my 
family and ancestors don’t have 
access to. 

But there are so many voices 
stifled in immigrant communi-
ties, stories, and perspectives 
blocked by the American rhetoric 
machine. Not advocating with a 
voice of privilege for those being 
silenced is actively choosing to be 
complacent in the hatred occur-
ring in this country. Being a white 
Latina, I have more privilege 
than my brown and black broth-
ers and sisters. I believe that to 
not use that privilege, to not use 

the power that was given to me to 
speak out, would be to reject my 
roots and my people. 

To my white and white-pass-
ing peers, check and recognize 
your privilege. We must do bet-
ter, not to overpower the voices 
of our brown and black peers, 
but to respect and support them. 
Andover must be held account-
able—we must educate ourselves. 
We can no longer teach freshmen 
in E.B.I. that Latinx is a race. We 
can no longer simply watch oth-
ers take action while believing 
that whatever issue doesn’t per-
tain to us. When immigrants are 
being kept in literal cages, it isn’t 
a problem that minorities have 
to solve, it’s a universal, human 
problem. 

I don’t think the feeling of not 
being enough will ever go away. I 
don’t think people will stop dis-
agreeing with my ethnicity. The 
discrimination I experience does 
not amount to the discrimination 
non-passing people of color in 
this country are currently facing. 
But white guilt doesn’t help any-
one, while action, advocacy, and 
empathetic conversation do. We 
cannot perpetuate inactiveness 
when the silence of the oppressed 
is deafening, we cannot simply ig-
nore the plights of others. White 
and white-passing people need 
to be actively fighting against the 
system that gives us privilege. 

Am I a person of 
color or is my skin too 

light? Or is my skin 
color defining when, 
in the end, I become 

a statistic on an 
admission pamphlet?

Students involved in organiza-
tions covered by The Phillipian will 
not play any role in assigning, writ-
ing, producing, or editing content 
regarding said organizations. 

The Phillipian welcomes all 
letters to the Editor. We try to print 
all letters, but because of space 

limitations, we enforce a 500-word 
limit. We reserve the right to edit 
all submitted letters. Letters must 
be responses to articles already 
published by The Phillipian. We 
will not publish any anonymous 
letters. Please submit letters by 
the Monday of each week to phil-

lipian@ phillipian.net or to our 
news- room in the basement 
of Morse Hall. 

To subscribe, email sub-
scribe@ phillipian.net, or write 
to The Phillipian, 180 Main 
Street,        Andover, MA, 01810. 

All contents of The Phillip-

ian copyright © 2018, The Trustees 
of Phillips Academy, Inc. Repro-
duction of any material herein 
without the expressed written 
consent of The Trustees of Phillips 
Academy, Inc. and the Editorial 
Board of The Phillipian is strictly 
prohibited.

Passing for White Privilege

Corrections:
Sports misattributed a photo. Hugo Solomon took the photo for Nordic.
Arts used the wrong photo for Hannah Kim in the Scholastic Art and 
Writing Awards spread.
Arts used the wrong photo for Katherine Wang in the Scholastiic Art 
and Writing Awards spread.

The Phillipian regrets the errors.

LAURA OSPINA

Laura Ospina is a Junior 
from Cary, NC. Contact the au-
thor at lospina22@andover.edu

S.BAHNASY/THE PHILLIPIA
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Editorial

It’s the end of winter, and ev-
eryone is exhausted. In the news-
room, we considered using our 
last editorial of the term to air our 
frustrations concerning accumu-
lated stress, yet another political 
issue, or a new internet trend. In-
stead, though, we decided to turn 
our attention to a challenge with an 
easier solution—lack of respect for 
Paresky Commons workers. 

This year, we’ve received a strik-
ing number of emails from both 
Head of School John Palfrey and 
Jennifer Elliott ’94, Assistant Head 
of School for Residential Life and 
Dean of Students, about the state of 
Paresky and the Den. Most of these 
emails came with image attach-
ments—of spilled milk on the floor, 
crushed chips underneath couches, 
and most commonly, plates of food 
abandoned on tables. Two Wednes-
days ago, Palfrey sent us another 
email, and reminded us to “think 
‘Non Sibi’ rather than ‘pro se’.” 

This issue, however, doesn’t feel 
like a Non Sibi issue—cleaning up 
our own plates isn’t giving back to 
the community. It’s a matter of ba-
sic respect. But for some reason, the 
truth is that we’re all guilty of leav-
ing something or another behind—

grains of salt, a cup, or a napkin. It’s 
easy to prioritize our own time and 
obligations over a mess that feels 
trivial. 

We have to remember, though, that 
we as students aren’t the only people 
on campus who might be feeling ex-
hausted. Spilled milk won’t evaporate 
on its own, and those salt grains won’t 
disintegrate either. When Paresky 
workers tell us to clean up our plates, 
they’re met with what often feels like 
sarcastic clapping, which is disre-
spectful in its own right. Even if our 
clapping is genuine, though, there’s 
more that all of us can do to avoid 
putting extra work or stress on peo-
ple who cleaning will ultimately de-
fault to. 

In the end, all of us would choose 
to sit at a clean table over one covered 
in rice. All of us would rather the Den 
be open than closed. Most of us could 
probably do without another “put 
your plates away” speech. The ac-
tions we should take are obvious, so 
let’s fix what problems we can. 

This editorial represents the views 
of The Phillipian, vol. CXLI.

It’s Time to Cry Over 
Spilled Milk
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THE TRAPEZE CATCH 
was the first activity in 
the P.E. ropes course 

that I was truly daunted by. Even 
though I do not have acropho-
bia—extreme fear of heights—
the mere thought of launching 
myself forward to catch a thin 
bar dangling twenty feet above 
the ground threatened to turn 
my knees to water. 

Standing on the balcony, I 
loosened my grip on the pole 
beside me as I prepared my-
self to jump, only to tighten my 
hands again as I glanced down 
at the faraway floor. I thought 
to myself, “What if I can’t catch 
the trapeze? What if my gym 
teacher somehow doesn’t catch 
me with the belay? What if I 
jump wrong and hit the balco-
ny or the rope next to me?” 

My instinct insisted that ev-
erything about this was wrong; 
my brain screamed at me to get 
off of the balcony before I fell 
off the edge, which ironically 
was exactly what I was expect-
ed to do: fall. After standing 
there with bent, wobbly knees 
for nearly a whole minute, I 
was finally able to swallow 

enough of my fear and take the 
leap. I was consumed by panic 
the moment my feet left the 
balcony, and I felt a dramatic 
drop in my stomach. My gym 
teacher then tightened the be-
lay rope, and my brief plummet 
jerked into a slow descent, my 
chest heaving with anxious 
breaths.

As someone who is not acro-
phobic, I thought that I could 
only imagine what it would be 
like for the students who had 
that fear. However, as the class 
progressed through the unit, I 
no longer had to imagine. I wit-
nessed classmates stand right 
at the edge of the ropes and 
t r e m -

ble in their harnesses, strug-
gling to gather courage as the 
gym teachers’ shouts of encour-
agement from below morphed 
into urges to hurry up. Stu-
dents providing moral sup-
port were viewed as obtrusive, 
their stares of anticipation em-
barrassing the climber. More 
than once, a climber broke and 
backed down from the activity, 
only to be called up as the first 
climber in the next class.

Many schools want students 
to achieve a sense of teamwork 
through their ropes courses, 
but that aspect of the activity is 

lost at Andover, as climbers are 
belayed by their gym teacher 
rather than their peers. Plac-
ing their life into the hands of 
gym teachers—literally, since 
the gym teachers are holding 
the belay ropes—is duly terri-
fying for almost anyone, not to 
mention the students who have 
acrophobia.

For these students, gym 
class became the class to dread. 
The ropes course activities 
were both physically and men-
tally demanding. In addition to 
strength and endurance, every 
climbing activity involved the 
fearful act of jumping, whether 
it was swinging through the 

air from one platform to an-
other or jumping off after com-
pleting the climb. Despite many 
classmates voicing a fear of fall-
ing, each student was forced to 
complete every single activity.

The course need not be com-
pletely removed from the cur-
riculum, however. Not all stu-
dents reacted negatively to the 
situation. Some thoroughly en-
joyed the activities, eagerly re-
doing many of them blindfold-
ed. The unit was easy for those 
students to complete, but it dis-
regarded the debilitating fears 
that other students expressed 
time and again. Existing units 
like cardio and drown-proofing 
can be highly beneficial to stu-
dents in their futures, as well as 
challenging them at the same 
time. 

Realistically speaking, how-
ever, after completing the ropes 
course, most of us will not need 
to know how to swing from a 
nearly twenty foot tall balcony 
to a hanging cargo net, or how 
to walk across a ceiling pipe 
with no handholds. The unit 
created unnecessary terror for 
those who have trouble per-
forming physical activities, es-
pecially at such great heights. 
Students should learn to deal 
with being put in uncomfort-
able situations, but requiring 
that students complete the 
ropes course in order to gradu-
ate is not the way to do it.

THE LIQUIDY STUFF 
that they have here? Not 
good,” said Michelle Jeon 

’19 when asked about the Paresky 
Commons peanut butter. Intrigued 
by her answer, I went around last 
week to gather more opinions on 
the Paresky peanut butter from 
some of my other peers. Here are 
some of the responses I received:

Claire Brady ’20 said, “It’s too 
liquidy but at the same time, it’s too 
sticky.”

Shyan Koul ’19 said, “It is a little 
more grainy than I would expect 
from something that liquidy.”

Annie Lord ’19: “We already 
talked about it. I think it’s weird 
that it’s your favorite type of pea-
nut butter.”

Helen He ’19 said, “With all 
due respect, [Paresky] Commons 
peanut butter is by far inferior to 
Skippy, Jif, or any other brand. It is 
much too dry and smooth for my 
taste, and it lacks the sweetness I 
look for in peanut butter. I’d much 
rather have some of [the Paresky] 
sun butter.”

My response to these com-
ments is simple: I will be eating 
Paresky peanut butter for the rest 
of my life. In fact, I love Paresky 
peanut butter so much that I went 
to Trader Joe’s to find a replica of 
its taste and texture. The brand, 
for any fellow Paresky peanut 
butter lovers, is called “Creamy 
Unsalted Peanut Butter from 
Unblanched Peanuts by Trader 
Joe’s.” 

While many may argue 
that Commons Peanut Butter 
(CPB) is much too liquidy, my 
response is that its liquidness al-
lows for it to be spread on toast 
and bagels alike in a more timely 
manner than other brands. 
While for other types of peanut 

butters, you must grab a knife and 
spread it, CPB only needs to be 
squeezed out of a bottle saving 
time and the number of utensils 
that need to be washed.

Furthermore, the texture is 
part of why the peanut butter can 
be served at Paresky Commons in 
the first place. It makes life much 
safer here at Andover for those 
who have nut allergies, because it 
can be squeezed through a bottle 
rather than spread by a knife, 
which could potentially touch 
other serving utensils. 

CPB also has a natural taste 
and its ingredients do not include 
salt. When compared to conven-
tional brands like Skippy and Jif, 
CPB is a much healthier choice 
because those brands add lots of 
sugar into their mixtures, accord-
ing to the website, “Eat This.” On 
the same website’s ranking of the 
worst peanut butter brands, both 
Skippy and Jif were on the top of 
the list, due to their their excess 
sugar and “no nutritional value 
other than calories.”

Although there are much big-
ger problems in this world than 
than the quality of cafeteria peanut 
butter, my hope is that this article 
will answer some of my peer’s con-
cerns regarding CPB.

I will leave you with this:
Georgia Ezell ’19 said,  “I know 

there’s a lot of controversy over the 
[Paresky] peanut butter, but I’m 
personally a fan. I eat it almost ev-
eryday and love how it tastes more 
natural compared to some other 
brands.”

Long live the Paresky Com-
mons peanut butter!

I SEE THE SIGNS. DO 
you? The package of 
cardboard boxes with the 

trademark smile connecting 
“A” to “Z” waiting at Central 
Services, the website on peo-
ple’s laptop screens in Low-
er Left with the cart full of 
items ranging from popcorn 
to umbrellas, the sprawling 
campus of its warehouses 
that you can see on the out-
skirts of the boundaries of 
smaller towns— these are all 
examples of Amazon.com in 
the flesh.

Originally established by 
Jeff Bezos in 1995 as an online 
bookstore, Amazon destroyed 
its own inviting semblance 
of conformity by transform-
ing into an economic titan, a 
sort of contemporary Goliath. 
Today, the company has po-
sitioned itself at the center 
of our activities, economy, 
and lives. Thus, on February 
14, when Amazon announced 
that, due to the hostile envi-
ronment caused by protes-
tors, it would not be moving 
forward with its plan to build 
a second headquarters for the 
corporation on Long Island, 
many began to tout this as an 
unexpected victory for activ-
ism. 

I disagree. I believe Ama-
zon and New York played a 
dangerous game that result-
ed in no concrete winner. It 
has made no one richer or 
more secure. Rather, it has 
highlighted the incapability 
to progress that is being en-
trenched in American society. 

As a response to its growth, 
in September 2017, Amazon 
announced its plans to open 

a second corporate head-
quarters (HQ2) in the United 
States, with its location being 
determined via bids from cit-
ies. With 238 cities vying for 
the spot, the response demon-
strated the magnitude of Am-
azon’s appeal. Finally, Ama-
zon decided on Queens, New 
York as the spot to build 
one of their second head-
quarters. They promised to 
bring over 25,000 jobs to 
that area in exchange for 3 
billion dollars in tax subsi-

dies.
However, a rising num-

ber of state and local politi-
cians, along with ordinary 
citizens, were outraged that 
the company had enacted the 
deal without public input. It 
had been negotiated through 
a process utterly devoid 
of scrutiny as it did not go 
through the traditional public 
approval process surrounding 
developmental proposals in 
New York. According to Sena-
tor Jessica Ramos (D), “This 
is a deal that wasn’t done with 
us and wasn’t for us.” 

Community organizations 
such as Queens Neighbor-
hood United, Make the Road, 
Voices of Community Activ-
ists and Leaders and New 
York labor unions began to 
mobilize out of the fear that 
the 25,000 promised jobs 
Amazon was to create would 
lead to gentrification, as 
well as a strain on housing 
and transportation services. 
Because they believed that 
low-income families would 
be pushed out of the neigh-
borhood, the groups fought 
Amazon’s entrance into the 
New York corporate world 
through staging marches, sit-
ins, and public hearings. In 
an official address, Amazon 
cited this lack of support as a 
main factor in its termination 
of its plan for HQ2.  

If the company had per-
sisted in its goal, Amazon 
would have had a chance to 
address, to engage, with the 
rising anger surrounding eco-
nomic inequality. By talking 
earnestly with the commu-
nity, the company could have 
forged a new template that 

could have served as a prece-
dent to demonstrate how Am-
azon would approach com-
munication with critics and 
opponents. Instead of repudi-
ating the fears of economic in-
security, Amazon could have 
spoken directly to the com-
munity to develop sustain-
able solutions, which would 
empower the two sides to join 
as a united front. However, 
when Amazon stumbled into 
the stark world of New York 
politics and met its first wave 
of resistance, it jumped ship. 
By abandoning its plans, not 
only was it a financial defeat 
and a set back in its agenda to 
expand and imperialize the 
global online economy, but it 
also served as a monument to 
the company’s hubris. 

On the other hand, the in-
troduction of Amazon would 
have ushered in a new era 
for New York City, built on a 
diverse economic future and 
less Manhattan centered in-
dustries. The city had the 
potential to become a revolu-
tionary tech hub, one with the 
ability to try and rival Silicon 
Valley. And despite all of the 
current hope-filled senti-
ments of triumph, Amazon’s 
departure exposed a vulner-
ability in New York’s plan, 
as the city has not proposed 
any alternative strategies that 
would create the huge amount 
of jobs and growth Amazon 
would have brought.

And thus, the modern re-
telling of David and Goliath 
ends not with David leaving 
the scorching battlefield as an 
underdog victor, but with he 
and Goliath lying paralyzed 
on the ground, dead due to the 
consequences of self-inflicted 
wounds. 

A Modern Retelling of 
David and Goliath

EMILY QIAN
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“A Daily Dispatch of Wisdom for the Lovelorn”: 
Advice Columnist Meredith Goldstein 

Discusses Healthy Relationships

As an advice columnist and 
entertainment reporter for 
“The Boston Globe,” Mere-
dith Goldstein has seen many 
kinds of relationship begin-
nings, from Venmo stalkers 
to various medical queries. 
Goldstein, who is best known 
for her “Love Letters” column 
and podcast, spoke about her 
experiences with relation-
ships of all kinds on Friday, 
February 15, in the Mural 
Room.

In January, the “Love Let-
ters” column, a section of 
“The Boston Globe” dedicat-
ed to sharing advice on rela-
tionships, celebrated its tenth 
anniversary. Goldstein attri-
butes the column’s success, 
in part, to the universal prob-
lems that people are bound to 
face with relationships.

“No matter what era we’re 
in, no matter what age we’re 
in, we’re always going to 
be going through breakups, 
loves, confusion. It’s time-
less stuff. And so people are 
always going to want to read 
about each other. And by the 
way, not because they’re look-
ing to mock each other or 
laugh at each other. I think 
it’s like we’re looking to learn 
from each other,” said Gold-
stein.

Leila Hardy ’22 found 

Goldstein’s thoughts on the 
enduring nature of relation-
ships to be both compelling 
and amusing.

“I was most fascinated by 
when she said that no matter 
what happens in the world, re-
lationships are going to keep 
happening and people are 
always going to be dumped. 
That was really funny for me,” 
said Hardy.  

Over the years, Goldstein 
has become keener to the 
more unrefined aspects of re-
lationships, noting how a cer-
tain level of chaos is perfectly 
normal in life.  

“As I get older, I have a 
better perspective of life just 
happening and life not be-
ing clean in that way. I need 
to remind myself sometimes 
that life is messy… There is a 
culture of one screw up is the 
end of the world, and some 
screw ups are better than oth-
ers for sure, but I feel like in 
the beginning, I was not as 
open to people being messy 
but also that being okay,” said 
Goldstein during the talk. 

Goldstein sees her column 
as both a source of enjoyment 
and possible help for those 
facing difficult moments in 
life. 

“The idea that what seems 
like a sort of fun column for 
entertainment can also be a 
tool to help people in their 
actual lives, that’s a pretty 
moving thing. You know, it’s 

a pretty important thing, and 
I feel like super grateful and 
excited when I figure out that 
I’ve actually helped people,” 
said Goldstein.

Not only has the column al-
lowed Goldstein to help oth-
ers, it has also helped herself. 
According to Goldstein, find-
ing positive solutions for oth-
ers has made her more recep-
tive to those same solutions in 
her own life. 

“I think that [the column] 
has forced me to think more 
positively about my own life, 
because I’m so positive to 
other people. And I’m genu-
ine about that. I truly believe 
great things are going to

happen for them. So it’s 
sort of forced me to feel that 
way about my own life and 
also to be a little bit braver,” 
said Goldstein.

Goldstein’s visit was spon-
sored by the Elizabeth Stuart 
Phelps Author Series and was 
organized by Saffron Agrawal 
’21. Agrawal expressed her ad-
miration for Goldstein’s sense 
of confidence in her work.

“I just find Ms. Goldstein’s 
career really interesting and 
admirable. She started the 
conversation talking about 
how she used to be defensive 
of her job and kind of telling 
people that she’s an advice 
columnist. I just really admire 
that she’s gotten over that and 
that she has now embraced 
that her job is really import-

ant and she likes her job and 
gets paid for it. And it’s an 
important part of the publica-
tion, and so I thought that was 
really cool,” said Agrawal.

The event was also orga-
nized in collaboration with 
Youth Educators for Sex Posi-
tivity (YES+), a student group 
that promotes peer-led sex 
education on campus. YES+ 
member Alex Horvat ’20 ap-
preciated hearing Goldstein’s 
thoughts on the roles that in-
dividuals play in promoting 
healthy relationships on cam-
pus.  

“I really enjoyed Ms. 
Goldstein’s time with us last 
Friday. I thought she was 
well-spoken, engaging and 
promoted messages that 
closely align with the values 
of YES+. What struck me in 
particular, was her humili-
ty in helping others. She saw 
herself as an organizer of 
conversation around sexual 
topics rather than a thera-
pist providing guidance from 
on high,” wrote Horvat in an 
email to The Phillipian. 

In response to a question 
from Horvat, Goldstein pro-
vided some advice to high 
school students seeking to 
develop healthy relationships 
in their lives. In particular, 
Goldstein underscored the 
importance of finding a sup-
portive group of peers. 

“To not be afraid to ask 
questions and to be a good 

friend. We talked about that 
embarrassment and all the 
problems that can come from 
being embarrassed or rejected 
or the shame, and shame usu-
ally just leads to silence that 
leads to more awful things. 
To have a group of people and 
to be the kind of person that 
will take information without 
judgement… To have a loving 
circle of people and to be a 
part of somebody else’s loving 
circle of people, it makes life a 
lot easier,” said Goldstein. 

When faced with those 
timeless problems that in-
evitably come with relation-
ships, Goldstein recommends 
reaching out to others instead 
of shutting them out. For 
Goldstein, this strategy can 
ward off egotism and promote 
feelings of happiness. 

Goldstein said, “I think 
when I when I hear from 
someone that they’re stuck in 
a breakup, like on that ham-
ster wheel of over and over 
and over, I tell them to listen 
to somebody else’s problems 
for like 45 minutes because 
it’s amazing what that can do. 
And I think, you know, going 
through a rut can make you 
are real quick narcissist, and 
it’s good to just check in and 
see where other people are 
coming from. Being a good 
friend just makes you a happi-
er person.”

ZACH MOYNIHAN

Andover Together: Blue Plate Meal Program 
Enhances Student-Faculty Connections

While Joshua Mann, Instruc-
tor and Chair in Classics, printed 
material upstairs, his Latin-600 
students frantically crafted a sur-
prise with sheets of paper and 
a blue plate from Paresky Com-
mons. When Mann returned to 
the classroom, he was met with 
the message “Blue Plate Maybe?” 

The students had asked Mann 
to a meal funded by the Blue Plate 
Special, a new program that aims 
to enhance student-faculty rela-
tions at Andover. The program is 
a part of Andover Together, an ini-
tiative funded by an Abbot Grant 
and spearheaded by the Student 
Council and Rajesh Mundra, 
Associate Dean of Students and 
Residential Life and Instructor in 
Biology. 

Blue Plate allows for six to 
eight students to ask a faculty 
member to host a meal by the end 
of Winter Term that costs 125 dol-
lars or less. Each student and each 
faculty member has one opportu-
nity to participate in the program. 
Besides funding Blue Plate, Ando-
ver Together has hosted cluster 
gatherings and student-faculty 
meal opportunities in Commons.

During their candidacy, School 
Co-Presidents Nick Demetrou-
lakos ’19 and Keely Aouga ’19 
noticed a disconnect between 
students and faculty. Students 
mentioned that they weren’t close 
to the faculty that they want to be 
close with, according to Deme-
troulakos.

Demetroulakos said, “I think 
that with the Blue Plate Special 
program specifically, it’s sort of 
meant to target that feeling of 
‘They’re my teacher, but they’re 
just my teacher.’ And just sort of, 
‘What can a teacher—especially in 
a community where we’re all liv-
ing together—what can a teacher 
be beyond a teacher?’” 

Mann believes that Blue Plate 
is especially important in a board-
ing school setting where students 
rely heavily on their relationships 
with adults on campus. 

“I think at a school like this, any 
boarding school, it’s helpful for 
students to have adults on cam-
pus that they can go to, that they 
would feel comfortable sitting 
down eating a meal with. That 
type of relationship is so useful for 
these places. So I think this partic-
ular program is really good about 
encouraging and hopefully even 
building that,” said Mann.

According to Mann, having a 
meal with his class forced every-
one to leave their stresses behind 
and focus on being together in the 
moment. 

“Sometimes when you’re get-
ting to [Paresky] Commons, you’re 
just shoveling food in your mouth 
and you’re just trying to get in and 
get out and get to the next thing. 
This [program] actually deliber-
ately gets you in a place where you 
can really just focus on the dinner 
and the people and the conversa-
tion without any of the pressures, 
hopefully, of school encumbering 
that moment,” said Mann. 

For Aouga, an added benefit to 
the program is the incorporation 
of food. The camaraderie of the 
meal is meant to go beyond the 
many transient interactions of a 
normal day.

“I feel like everybody loves 
food on this campus, so that’s a 
great way to bring people togeth-
er, but I think it’s also intimate in 
a way where you sit and you eat 
together. It’s not just like a hi-bye, 
which we have a lot on this cam-
pus. You’re walking down the 
path and you see somebody and 
you just say hi, but you don’t real-
ly get to know who they are,” said 
Aouga.

Aouga urged participants to 
take advantage of the chance to 
build connections with adults be-
yond the academic environment. 
Aouga sees this as an opportunity 

to develop a greater sense of com-
munity at Andover.

“Maybe don’t ask your House 
Counselor or your advisor be-
cause these are people that you 
see all the time. You can ask to 
get a meal with somebody who 
you might not be able to get meal 
with, for example, maybe a teach-
er that you’ve always heard about 
but you’ve never actually gone to 
sit down and have a conversation 
with them. And I think that’s a 
way to not only bring together 
students and faculty but the whole 
community,” said Aouga. 

Eamon Garrity-Rokous ’20, a 
student in Mann’s Latin-600 class, 
appreciated the chance to get to 
know both his classmates and his 
instructor outside of the class-
room.

“It was just a really cool expe-
rience being able to talk with our 
whole Latin class over dinner, es-
pecially with Mr. Mann, and get 
to hear some of the stories that he 
mentioned. It was just a really cool 
experience. It was good food too… 
I think [the program is] a great 
idea. I think it’s a fabulous idea in 
order to bring students and faculty 
together,” said Garrity-Rokous.

Echoing this sentiment, Serena 
Liu ’19 saw the change of venue as 
a way to expand the scope of her 
in-class relationships. According 
to Liu, the fellowship of the meal 
did just that.  

“I think it was really fun be-
cause we’ve all gotten to know 
each other in the classroom, but 
it was nice to sit down around a 
meal with each other. We haven’t 
really gotten to do that at all. And 
I think meals are always what 
brings out the best in people, so 
we really got to talk about things 
that we wouldn’t necessarily talk 
about in the classroom, and we all 
had each other there,” said Liu. 

ZACH MOYNIHAN

Billy Flynn: Three 
Decades Working at 
Paresky Commons 

his first year at Andover. 
Flynn said, “One fond and 

amusing memory that I have 
from working at Andover 
goes back to a food fight back 
in 1989. Apparently, it was Ju-
niors against Seniors. After 
the food fight, we made them 
clean it all up. It was really en-
tertaining anyways, because I 
had to duck to avoid meatballs 
as I entered the dining hall. 
Of course, they stayed and 
cleaned the mess, which was 
good for me.” 

Following the motto of An-
dover—Non Sibi—Flynn has 
been demonstrating the spirit 
of “not for self ” by organiz-
ing a fundraiser for diabetes 
patients for several years. A 
diabetes patient himself, Fly-
nn understands and wishes 
to help out with many of the 
difficulties that other patients 
have. 

“A particular highlight of 
my time here is having the 
opportunity of doing a fund-
raiser for the American Di-
abetes Association and raise 
well over a thousand dollars. I 
do this fundraiser every year, 
because I have [had] diabetes 
for over thirty years. Basical-
ly, if I raise money, it would 
help all the research relat-
ed to helping other diabetes 
patients who go through the 
same sufferings. I thought 
it was a good opportunity to 
help out,” said Flynn. 

Paul Robarge, Senior Di-
rector of Food Services, 
agreed upon Flynn’s altruis-
tic personality for others. He 
noted that even outside of 
work, Flynn is kind and con-
siders everyone’s well-being. 

Robarge said, “We do a 
couple of employee gather-
ings every year. Mr. Flynn is 
always lots of fun to spend 
time with during those times. 
He lets loose and ha[s] fun. 
Most importantly, however, 
I was surprised by his caring 
personality for others and 
how he tried to talk and lis-
ten to everyone in the room. 
Kind of being outside of work, 
I really got to see his outgoing 
and caring personality.”

Flynn acknowledged that 
one of his favorite aspects of 
working at Andover has been 
completing tasks with co-
workers. According to Flynn, 
the workers learn from one 
another in various ways. 

“When I came here, I liked 
all the people who I worked 
with. All of them were really 
nice, and they have been com-
municating with me outside 
of work, such as teaching me 
Spanish during break hours. 
If they did not know how to 
do something, I would teach 

them the correct
way. It is all about teaching 

one another, working togeth-
er. I would say that I truly 
enjoy the teamwork aspect,” 
said Flynn. 

Jack Dacey ’20 believes 
that Flynn has always taken 
the role as a leader of ARC, a 
community engagement ser-
vice for aiding people with 
intellectual or developmen-
tal disabilities. Dacey said 
that Flynn is always willing 
to help out other members of 
the community engagement 
program.

Dacey said, “Billy is just 
generally an outgoing person. 
He is always happy to chat 
with anyone in ARC. That is 
where I first got to know him. 
At ARC, Billy loves to play 
music as a DJ for the entire 
group. He loves to hold that 
leadership role and act as a 
role model for other mem-
bers of the program. He really 
teaches us a lot of stuff and in-
structs on how to do jobs that 
we initially are not able to do. 
I think that Billy is just a car-
ing and charismatic person 
who tries to better the way we 
perceive people on campus.” 

Flynn says that he is grate-
ful for Andover, particularly 
for the relationships that he 
has built with other members 
of the community. According 
to Flynn, he feels gratitude to 
everyone he knows on cam-
pus, and hopes to continue 
such relationships in the fu-
ture as well. 

Flynn said, “I simply love 
working with my colleagues 
and just the fact that every-
body knows me here, espe-
cially the Andover students 
and faculty. It has been kind 
of a real favorite place in my 
life. A lot of people support 
me, and I want to say that al-
most a hundred percent of the 
community knows me. I nev-
er thought that I would make 
thirty years of being here. 
Since it was my initial goal 
to work for thirty years, I am 
proud that I accomplished it. 
I am grateful to the Andover 
community for helping me 
through this.” 

Continued  from A1, Column  5

Joshua Mann was invited to a Blue Plate dinner by his Latin 600 class. His students surprised him before class 
holding pieces of paper that spelled out “Blue Plate?”

COURTESY OF SOPHIE LIU
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NEWS IN BRIEF

This Week:
• Chinese-622 performed their class production 

“Chinglish” by David Henry Hwang on Febru-
ary 15 and February 16, which lasted from 5:15 
to 6:15 p.m. in the Theater Classroom. “Chin-
glish” was a comedic play about an American 
businessman trying to establish a business in 
China.

• A new exhibition “In and Out of Place” 
opened on Friday, February 16 at the Addi-
son Gallery of American Art. The exhibition 
explores individual and subjective notions of 
place, and the Addison is open to the public 
with free admission. The exhibition will close 
on July 31.

• On Monday, February 18, the pairs running 
for Co-President had a moderated debate at 
6:30 p.m. in the Mural Room at Paresky Com-
mons. The pairs were Shahinda Bahnasy ’20 

and Sebastian Romero ’20; Ashleigh Cohan ’20 
and Layomi Oloritun ’20; Bella Di Benedetto 
’20 and Harry Kahane ’20; and Peter Ling ’20 
and Ianna Ramdhany ’20.

• Registration for AP exams began on Monday, 
February 4. The exams will take place from 
May 6 to May 17.  Students who wish to take 
an exam should fill out a registration form in 
the Dean of Studies Office by March 1 to avoid 
late fees. The cost per exam is 94 dollars, and 
refunds will be given for cancellations until 
April 10.

Looking  Ahead:

• Celine Parreñas Shimizu, award-winning 
filmmaker, will speak about power, inequality, 
transnationalism, and sexuality in Kemper Au-
ditorium from 7:00 to 8:30 pm on Friday, Feb-

ruary 22. Shimizu is a professor at the School 
of Cinema at San Francisco State University 
and has created works such as “The Fact of 
Asian Women, Mahal Means Love and Expen-
sive, and Birthright.”

• The play “She Kills Monsters” by Qui Nguy-
en mixes self-discovery, family, and grief into 
an adventure shown through a Dungeons and 
Dragons world. Performances are on February 
22 at 6:30 p.m., February 23 at 7:30 p.m., and 
February 24 at 1:00 p.m. in the Tang Theater. 

• Once the OWHL books have been moved out 
of the Smith Center, the center will be pre-
pared for demolition to make room for the 
upcoming Pan Athletic Center. The OWHL 
renovation is still on course for completion by 
September.

REPORTING BY WILLIAM YUE
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Tang Institute Shares Insight 
on Education With Khan Lab School

On a recent trip to Califor-
nia, faculty members of the 
Tang Institute and the Office 
of Academic Resources vis-
ited the Khan Lab School, an 
independent school associat-
ed with the online educational 
platform Khan Academy. Ac-
cording to Michel Barker, Di-
rector of Academic Research, 
Andover teachers visited the 
Khan Lab School to learn how 
they are expanding the educa-
tional landscape. 

Barker said, “The Tang In-
stitute is all about bringing 
fresh ideas from the outside 
so that we stay fresh here.”

Rachel Skiffer, former 
Dean of Strategic Planning at 
Andover, is the current Head 
of School at the Khan Lab 
School. During the Andover 
teachers’ visit, she explained 
the goals and foundation of 
the institution. 

Contrary to other schools, 
the curriculum of Khan Lab 
School is mastery-based and 
paced differently by each stu-
dent. 

“Khan Lab School has no 
letter grades, and we are mas-
tery-based, which means that 
our academic program is self-
paced. In most schools, time 
spent learning is constant 
while the quality and level 
of content mastery varies,” 
wrote Skiffer an email to The 
Phillipian. 

Because the curriculum is 
mastery-based, classes are not 
divided by age, but by ability. 

Barker said, “A key compo-
nent was that the classrooms 
actually looked more like li-

braries. Students of different 
ages are at different levels, so 
you might have a nine year old 
working on the same thing as 
an eleven year old, and they 
are both using Khan Acade-
my to master those skills and 
move on to the next thing.”

Skiffer also explained the 
school’s support system and 
approach to teaching. 

“We build social-emotional 
learning and skills-building 
into our program, and...we 
support students with week-
ly one-on-one sessions with 
their advisor in addition to 
group advising,” wrote Skiffer. 

Barker, who was among 
the teachers who visited 
the school, said that the trip 
helped him in exploring meth-
ods of digital-based teaching 
in addition to providing po-
tential ways to foster research 
skills in Andover’s education.

Barker said, “I do not teach 
classes, in the sense that I 
don’t have a classroom where 
I teach. But being able to see 
what Khan Lab School is ask-
ing about is directly beneficial 
to how I approach working 
with the library… After my 
visit to the Khan Lab School, I 
became interested in how we 
can deliver a lot of that online 
in digital ways, and we have 
actually developed a bunch of 
those things.”

Barker was also impressed 
by the creativity of the 
school’s structure as well as 
the demands of Skiffer’s job, 
since she has to incorporate 
the online Khan Academy 
curriculum with the class-
room curriculum. 

Barker said, “I think that 
[Skiffer] has done an incred-
ible job leading [the school] 
forward...I think her job is 
about marrying those two 

worlds, where you have this 
online component, and where 
you have this classroom where 
both the online and classroom 
can learn from each other in 
different ways.”

Although Andover teachers 
went to the Khan Lab School 
to learn from their innovation, 
Skiffer emphasized that new-
er schools can also earn from 
schools such as Andover, and 
that interaction can improve 
current educational platforms 
and systems. 

“As educators, we are all 
in the business of support-
ing student learning, and it’s 
important that we share and 
debate ideas about teach-
ing and learning. Pedagogy 
and the science of learning 
is always evolving, and older 
schools can learn from what 
newer schools are doing, and 
newer schools can learn from 
schools that have decades, or 
centuries, of success,” said 
Skiffer.  

Andrew Housiaux, Currie 
Family Director of the Tang 
Institute, agreed that inter-
actions between schools is a 
good way to improve the ed-
ucational system. Housiaux 
said that organizing such vis-
its is an important job of the 
Tang Institute, and that future 
visits are planned in the near 
future. 

“The Tang Institute tries 
to connect [Andover] facul-
ty with teachers and other 
schools...The more we can do 
this, the more we can learn 
from the good work being 
done by fellow educators, 
and the more we can reflect 
thoughtfully about the choic-
es we are making here about 
how to best support student 
learning,” said Housiaux. 

AARON CHUNG

While most Andover students 
spent Thursday, February 14, in 
classes, nine students took per-
sonal time from school to tour 
the state house and discuss gun 
safety with state legislators. Tram 
Nguyen, Massachusetts’ newly 
elected state representative, in-
vited members of Asian Women 
Empowerment (AWE), an affinity 
group for Asian women on cam-
pus, and Never Again, a club dedi-
cated to stopping school shootings 
and lobbying for gun control, to 
this student activism event for 
the one-year anniversary of the 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High 
School shooting in Parkland, Fla.

Under the guidance of the 
group’s chaperone, Lilia Cai-Hur-
teau, Chair in Chinese & Japanese, 
these students joined seven other 
public and private schools at the 
state house.

Some students were disap-
pointed that the event did not fo-
cus on gun control as much as they 
thought it would. Never Again 
member Alana Yang ’21 expressed 
her desire for a more concentrat-
ed conversation about gun reform.

“I think what Rep. Nguyen’s 
purpose of inviting schools there 
was to have a discussion about 
gun reform, but I think a lot of 
the other reps didn’t communi-
cate that clearly to their schools. 
A lot of it was more question and 
answer about other issues, such 
as education, the opioid crisis, as 
opposed to gun reform. So I think 
that could’ve been a bit better, but 

I understand that Rep. Nguyen did 
try her best to get the conversa-
tion going about gun reform,” said 
Yang.

Cameron Kang ’21 echoed 
Yang’s sentiments about the event. 
During the Question & Answer 
session, Kang asked about bills 
regarding background checks; she 
was answered with a “feeble ex-
planation of mental health.”

“Yes, mental health is connect-
ed with this issue, but nothing was 
said about the actual weapons. 
Although Mass. has always had 
stricter gun control than other 
states, it doesn’t mean there isn’t 
always room to grow. This expe-
rience, although frustrating, was 
a wakeup call for me. [It showed] 
that states like Massachusetts 
can become too comfortable with 
their gun legislatures and neglect 
increasing regulations for guns,” 
wrote Kang in an email to The 
Phillipian.

For AWE member Nicole Jo 
’21, the trip taught her about the 
inner workings of the government 
at the sta++te level. Jo saw the ex-
perience as an opportunity to ad-
vocate about gun control. 

“I decided to go when I saw the 
email because gun safety is some-
thing is close to my heart. There 
was a gun threat at my previous 
high school before coming to An-
dover, and I wanted to discuss 
with the senator and reps about 
what more should be done so that 
students can feel safe at school,” 
said Jo.

Like Jo, Jessica Scott ’20, board 
member of Never Again, believed 
that a main takeaway from the trip 
was the importance of advocacy. 

“Even while it may not seem 
like your voice is being heard, leg-
islators and politicians are always 
listening and working to represent 
you. Politics had always seemed 
very disconnected in my life 
which is probably since I am not 
a tax-paying or voting adult, but it 
was nice to meet and discuss with 
the people directly responsible for 
making this town, state, and coun-
try better for future generations,” 
said Scott.

Kiran Ramratnam ’22 decided 
to go on the trip due to of passion 
for law and change. However, she 

was disappointed with the repre-
sentatives’ statements about envi-
ronmental policy.

“One of the representatives 
answered that they’re working 
on making sure that Lawrence 
recycles because right now, the 
percentage of people in Lawrence 
who recycle is extremely low. But 
then, at the end of the day, when 
we were leaving and we were dis-
posing of our lunch, there were no 
recycling bins in the State House. 
So I find that kind of weird that 
even though these legislators say 
stuff, everything’s much more 

complicated,” Ramratnam said.
Nevertheless, many of stu-

dents returned to campus with 
newfound motivation to push for 
gun reform in Mass. For Scott, she 
hopes to apply information from 
the trip to improve Never Again.

“Hopefully, I can incorporate 
my experience into my club by 
being able to represent and un-
derstand more points of view than 
I did before. While it was nice to 
meet the people behind local and 
state government, it was an educa-
tional experience that I can use in 
so many places,” said Scott. 

SARAH WANG

State Representative Tram Nguyen 
Invites Students to Tour State House and Discuss Gun Safety

Advanced Placement Exams 
Began at Andover

tered the first AP exams in 
May of 1954. Each exam had a 
ten dollar fee and was graded 
on scale of one to five. In 1995, 
the College Board took over 
the AP Exams and have since 
facilitated them.

According to Maria Litvin, 
Instructor in Mathematics, 
Statistics, and Computer Sci-
ence, AP exams have contin-
ued to help students avoid 
re-taking material in college, 
although now outside of the 
context of a military draft. 

“When I was in high school 
myself and took Calculus (in 
Russia), I was annoyed to 
have to take the entire year of 
Calculus again in college, as 
there was no mechanism for 
bypassing the course,” wrote 
Litvin in an email to The Phil-
lipian.

Despite its role in the his-
tory of AP courses, Andover 
has since moved away from 
offering them. This decision 
was carried out gradually, 
and made because the school 
wanted to keep a sense of au-
tonomy in what it teaches to 
students. 

“It has to do with the cur-
riculum. If you name a class 
AP Biology, you must sub-
mit the curriculum to be re-
viewed by College Board so 
it’s almost like College Board 
is creating the curriculum. 
Every year, every class you 
have that is labelled AP has to 
be reviewed, the syllabus has 
to be reviewed, and I think 
we at Phillips Academy didn’t 
want to have to follow Col-
lege Board’s curriculum,” said 
Debra Colombo, Director of 
Standardized Testing at An-
dover. 

A 2017 Business Insider ar-

ticle discussed Andover and 
the AP Exam and paralleled 
Colombo’s thinking. 

“Private schools, with the 
benefit of hefty budgets and 
small class sizes, are able to 
provide flexible, creative, and 
rigorous curricula...These 
schools don’t want to have to 
rigidly subscribe to what the 
College Board deems appro-
priate for mastery of a certain 
subject,” the article wrote. 

According to Colombo, col-
lege counseling advises that 
students should concentrate 
more on doing well in which-
ever they classes they take, as 
opposed to taking AP classes 
for the score.  

“Students shouldn’t feel 
that they need to take AP 
tests just to get an AP score. 
We really want the kids to 
focus on their classwork be-
cause you lose a lot of time in 
the exams. And if you aren’t in 
an AP class, you are going to 
have to prepare yourself,” said 
Colombo. 

Colombo found it “excit-
ing” that Andover was in-
volved in the creation of APs. 

“It was really interesting 
that they wanted to pick some 
top schools to create a hard-
er curriculum to see whether 
students could do it, and they 
gave it to Seniors… if you take 
this, will you be able to take 
college level classes [and] col-
lege level curriculum,” said 
Colombo.

Continued  from A1, Column  1

Tram Nguyen invited memebrs of the Asian Women Empowerment (AWE) club to discuss gun reform on Febru-
ary 14th, the anniversary of the Marhory Stoneman Douglas High School shooting. 

COURTESY OF LILIA CAI_HURTEAU
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Compsci 600 Students Pursue Independent Projects in Group Setting
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Jeffery Shen ’19
My particular project is helping the library develop a platform to 
transcribe documents using machine lettering and crowdsourcing. 
Andover has a huge collection of documents, but students really 
can’t access them because they’re not transcribed, and by digitilizat-
ing them in this format, it really helps researchers and students.

Anjalie Kini ’19
The goal of my project is to visualize 
light paths around the black hole. It’s 
kind of a project that I wanted to work 
on, [an] interdisciplinary way between 
astronomy and computer science. The 
goal is to create what would be either a 
research or educational tool that helps people think about the motion 
of light around black holes, which can help us learn more about the 
ways a black hole works. It was something that I had thought about for 
a long time that I wanted to do and hadn’t really had the opportunity.

Miles McCain ’19
My project was called equal, spelled 
“IEQL”, which was a project where I want-
ed to scan the internet. So I’ve built a 
system that allowed anyone to scan more 
than three billion web pages quite cheaply. 
I’ve been wanting to really scan the inter-

net in a very long time, and I always was dis-
satisfied with google alerts. And I thought well, we could do it better.

Bill Qin ’19
My project was studying how implement-
ing a certain degree of randomness can 
make our algorithms more efficient. I 
wanted to stick with something I’m good 
at, making algorithms but I also wanted a 
developmental aspect where I had to do 
some sort of interface. I had a really fun time. 
It’s been hard -- it gets pretty hectic sometimes -- but I really enjoy this 
project and [it] has allowed me to broaden my mind and open up possi-
bilities for future projects.

Igor Barakaiev ’20
My project was using computer vision and 
machine learning to convert images and re-
draw them with another style, like emojis. 
I like computer science and I like machin-
ery. It was a pretty hard course, but it was 
worth it.

Liv Martens ’19
My project is, how do computers under-
stand programs and how do they exe-
cute programs, especially the language 
of the computer. It’s not something you 
learn in schools. I thought it could help 
me understand the things I’m actually 
coding. It was more for me to understand but I think it’s important 
to know because you can then help other people understand it.

Nakul Iyer ’20
My project was about music transcription 
using machine learning and artificial intelli-
gence, taking music files and trying to make 
sheet music. [The assignment] was very 
open. You’re supposed to research some-
thing for a couple of weeks, and read a lot 
of research papers and build a bibliography 

and develop something of your own code based on your research.

Isaac Hershenson ’20
It’s an independent project class, so 
every student is doing some computer 
science research or project. I’m pro-
jecting the salaries of NFL wide re-
ceivers. I’m really interested in sports 
statistics and I took the 630 class last 
term and I thought it was an interesting segue. The project’s really 
fun, it’s been a great process and I’m really happy with how it’s 
gone.

Nicholas Miklaucic ’19
My project is basically taking a board 
game called Hex and trying to develop an 
AI for it and trying to see if I can achieve 
world class performance. It’s really ap-
pealing to be able to run algorithms that 
don’t require any previous knowledge, so 

my thought was I wanted to try and learn more about how it worked, 
and I thought the most reasonable way to do that was to implement it 
myself.
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Nalu Concepcion ’19
My project was about writing a different 
method of coding for deaf-blind students. 
So my project has been been more of actual 
programming, to researching and reaching out 
to people who are blind and work[ing] with 
blind students or deaf students. I decided to 
do this simply because I was curious about it. So a couple of years ago, Harvard 
Law School’s first deaf blind graduate came here to speak at ASM, and she talked 
about accessible technology and how disability was an opportunity to innovate. 
I was really inspired by that and decided to pursue a project of which would help 
compliment her message.

 Kaitlin Lim ’20

The purpose of my project can be divid-
ed into two parts: first, us[e] MRI scans 
of brains with tumors [and] use a neural 
network to detect the shape of the tumor 
and extract it from the image of the brain. 
The second part would be to calculate the different features of that 
tumor, for instance, surface volume and area, and feed those values 
into different machine learning models to see if they can differentiate 
between a high-grade tumor and a low-grade tumor.
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Varun Roy ’19
“I am really interested in virtual reality and I wanted to do something 
with that so I created this virtual reality application…[my project] 
is a virtual reality application to visualize, eventually, live weather 
data in a globe format [that is] interactable, using virtual shells and 
data panels to help weathermen and meteorologists analyze the huge 
world of weather and make correlations. Essentially [to] use virtual 
reality to expand upon two dimensional visualizations” 

This year, students of the Computer Science Re-
search and Development (CSC-600) Course individ-
ually designed and created their own projects based 
on programming skills and platforms. Students were 
required to apply with a proposal on a project they 
would pursue throughout the term. Here are this 
year’s CSC-600 projects: 

C.WAGGONER/THE PHILLIPIAN
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Self-Defense Class Hammers In Lessons on Empowerment

Last week, Sykes Well-
ness Center hosted an annual 
self-defense class, which cov-
ered lessons on countering 
attacks and escaping physical 
holds. Hosted by Chris Fazzio, 
Kung Fu Program Director 
at Yang’s Martial Arts, this 
year’s self-defense class took 
place on Sunday, February 17. 

Fazzio, who has been work-
ing with students at Andover 
for the past few years, hopes 
that students who attend the 
class learn to be more aware 
of their surroundings, espe-
cially in more dangerous sit-
uations such as walking alone 
late at night. 

“Awareness…just paying 
attention to what’s going on 
around you. If you’re aware, 
you know what’s going on, you 
can set yourself up to defend 
yourself better. It’s all about 
knowing your surroundings 
and knowing what to do in 
case something bad happens,” 
said Fazzio.

Fazzio has been teach-
ing self-defense and Kung 
Fu since 1993. He thinks that 
self-defense is becoming in-
creasingly more important 
now that people are more reli-
ant on smartphones and other 
devices.

“I think self-defense has al-
ways been important. I think 
now with people having more 
independence, especially kids 
having more independence, 
it becomes more important, 
and the reliance on devices, 
phones and things like that, 
make people have that false 

sense of security,” said Fazzio.
Jill Winnett, Wellness 

Center Program Coordinator, 
included this class as part of 
a series of Weekend Wellness 
events that take place each 
term. According to Winnett, 
because student safety is one 
of the biggest priorities to the 
Sykes Wellness Center staff, 
Winnett makes an effort to 
schedule events at Sykes that 
will help teach students how 
to be safer in their everyday 
lives.

“At Sykes, we have been for-
tunate enough to run Week-
end Wellness events during 

the academic year, including 
Self-Defense, Yoga, Zumba, 
and Meditation classes. The 
overall safety and well-being 
of one another on campus 
is one of our top priorities. 
Personal safety education 
is a critical life skill that we 
hope all students participate 
in when offered. The benefits 
to experiencing a self-defense 
class are not only the physi-
cal skills you learn to defend 
yourself, but more so how to 
recognize and avoid poten-
tial violence through mental 
awareness,” said Winnett.

Winnett adds that she 

hopes students will view the 
class as a tool of empower-
ment. 

“This class serves as an 
opportunity for students to 
build confidence in them-
selves, which allows them to 
be better equipped to handle 
difficult situations that may 
arise. In a way, it is almost a 
self-empowerment class. We 
stand behind the idea of each 
of our students having the 
ability to take control of their 
own lives in a healthy and safe 
manner, while making pos-
itive choices along the way. 
Classes like these provide a 

safe, fun, and interactive way 
for students to explore ways 
to defend themselves if they 
feel they may be in danger, 
without having to engage in 
physical harm,” said Winnett.

For some, the class was not 
only informative but also a fun 
way to bond with friends. So-
phie Glaser ’22 brought sever-
al of her friends to the class, 
and most enjoyed learning the 
different escape moves from 
wrist grips.

“I decided to go to the class 
because I thought it would 
be great to learn self-defense 
skills and to learn how to pro-
tect myself… I really enjoyed 
the class. The instructor was 
fun, engaging, and made great 
points. It was fun to be there 
with my friends and learn the 
movements together,” said 
Glaser.

Sima Shmuylovich ’21 at-
tended last year’s session, and 
decided to come back with 
her friends because of how 
much she enjoyed the class 
the first year. While she had 
already learned many of the 
self-defense moves taught in 
the class, Shmuylovich still 
found the class to be helpful. 

“I guess the time when we 
learned that it takes a long 
time to take out your phone 
and call 911 was really inter-
esting for me. Also that you 
often don’t think very well 
when someone grabs you 
unexpectedly,” said Shmuy-
lovich.

“Some takeaways I have 
from this class are to be aware 
and to be resourceful. Know-
ing how to defend yourself 
is really important, and it is 
crucial to understand self-de-
fense,” added Glaser.

SHIRA WOLPOWITZ

Nori Greer ’19 holds a martial arts target in position while Mary Muromcew ’22 practices a punching technique.
A.BHAT/THE PHILLIPIAN

Darnell Moore Says 
Storytelling is a Tool for 

Social Change

you cursed somebody out the 
day before, whether you stole 
grandmama’s change, they 
would never let their people go 
without. If you knocked on the 
door and said I need a place to 
stay, I need food to eat, that’s 
what they did,” said Moore.

LaShawn Springer, Director 
of the Community and Multi-
cultural Development Office, 
highlighted Moore’s claim that, 
without concepts of radical 
love and active inclusion, peo-
ple become increasingly polar-
ized, divided, and violent. 

“I first heard Darnell speak 
at a conference for educators 
who work in independent 
schools. He shared some of his 
story with us which to me was 
such a gift. He recalled feel-
ing different from peers in his 
neighborhood but feeling un-
conditional love from his fam-
ily, a radical love that allowed 
him to flourish despite the 
hate he experienced on a day to 
day,” wrote Springer.

Ava Stills ’19, Co-President 
of Af-Lat-Am, spoke to the im-
portance of practicing radical 
love at Andover. She empha-
sized that it is the most bene-
ficial when used without the 
expectation of reciprocation. 

“Just small things day to day 
I feel like can really help, es-
pecially because Andover can 
get really dreary sometimes. 
And people can get in kind of 
a really negative headspace...I 
think being kind...just for sake 
of being kind [would make] this 
campus such a happier place,” 

said Stills.
Hilena Misganaw ’21, an at-

tendee at the presentation, ap-
preciated how Moore related 
each concept to his own expe-
riences, as well as the concept 
of being “not just an ally, but 
an accomplice” to social justice 
movements. Misganaw said she 
learned the most about the mu-
tual solidarity of different mar-
ginalized groups. 

“I think he phrased every-
thing in a way where it was 
easy to understand what he 
was trying to say and his expe-
riences, and to learn from that. 
And I learned that being an ally 
to someone else’s cause isn’t 
just saying that you are, but 
more so taking it as your own 
chance: your own freedom,” 
said Misganaw.

In order to spite a teach-
er, Moore secretly applied to 
Friends School Mullica Hills, 
a private high school, where he 
was one of five African-Amer-
ican students on a campus of 
250. According to Moore, his 
experience at the vastly white, 
Quaker-run private school 
widened his perspective and 
ability to understand his sur-
roundings. 

“You get access into a world, 
not just their world, but they 
got access into mine. We were 
coming back from a trip and 
[teacher Judy said], ‘Well, I’ll 
drive you home.’ I go ‘uh oh’ 
to all the students in the car, 
I’m just like, ‘Let me just let 
y’all know what y’all are about 
to see. The streets don’t look 
the same and you might want 
to duck when you get to some 
of these corners.’” Moore said, 
laughing at the memory. 

Continued  from A1, Column 5

Susan Lee ’19 Shares Research on 
Asian Women’s Depiction in 

Pornography

What happens when sexuality 
is racialized?

Monika Cepeda ’20, an at-
tendee at the presentation, 
agreed with the importance 
of acknowledging colonialism 
and its roles in the develop-
ment of Western and Eastern 
sexuality. Cepeda mentioned 
that Lee spoke about the in-
fluence of societal structures 
born from the objectification 
and hypersexualization of 
certain demographics.

“[I learned about] the his-
tory behind the porn indus-
try and the role that ethnicity 
plays in it. I think it wasn’t 
necessarily shocking. It was 
easy to draw the lines once it 
was said, but it was the kind 
of topic that you never real-
ly hear anyone talk about so 
openly and in-depth in the 
way that Susan did tonight. 
I thought that having some-
one there to explain their re-
search and their findings and 
to draw those lines so clearly 
was such an important thing,” 
said Cepeda. 

According to Lee, Japa-
nese is the most popular cat-
egory in PornHub, and this 
widespread search for foreign 
porn demonstrates that view-
ers are looking for an aspect 
of otherness. Similarly, with 
nearly half of victims depict-
ed in rape and torture videos 
being Asian women, Lee said 
that it isn’t surprising that 

only 18 percent of Asian wom-
en would report rape, as the 
psycho-social impact of porn 
has narrativized their reality.

Erasing the Asian female 
subaltern’s sexual subjectiv-
ity makes them an unreliable 
narrator of their own sexual-
ity, according to Lee. 

Lee wrote, “Because we 
know that experience is not 
pure, this historical violence 
makes it impossible to untan-
gle the conception of [Asian 
women’s] sexual experiences, 
their sexual identities, from 
the violence of colonialism. 
It also makes the reception 
of their sexual performanc-
es ‘straitjacketed,’ to borrow 
Celine Shimizu’s words, by 
imperialistically-informed 
biases or assumptions. Both 
their credibility and legibility 
are marred in multiform con-
texts.”

Corrie Martin, Instructor 
in English & Interdisciplinary 
Studies, was Lee’s faculty ad-
visor for the project. Accord-
ing to Martin, Lee’s project 
aims to expose how pornog-
raphy functions not only to 
objectify, but to create certain 
subjects. In a way, the viewers 
themselves are constituted by 
the porn they consume.

“By analyzing the specific 
mediums, filters and distri-
bution and collections mech-
anisms of 2.0 search engines 
used by porn sites, Susan’s 
work also shows how pornog-
raphy functions as a discourse 
that relies on, reflects and 
constructs Asian female sex-

ualities...Susan showed that 
there is a powerful theory of 
resistance, even liberation 
from what might appear to be 
an otherwise closed discourse 
around sexuality and subjec-
tivity,” wrote Martin in an 
email to The Phillipian.

Irene Kwon ’21, an attend-
ee at the presentation, ex-
plained that a feeling of soli-
darity drew her to the event.

Kwon said, “The topic of 
Susan’s presentation is some-
thing that a lot of people, es-
pecially Asian women, think 
about but we really don’t 
know how to address it, or 
even begin to think about an-
swering this bigger question. 
So, attending this presenta-
tion allowed me to gain a little 
insight into what makes this 
issue so complex.”

Sarah Stack ’19 also attend-
ed Lee’s presentation. Stack 
agreed with Lee and believes 
that, because porn is widely 
consumed, there should be 
more importance placed on 
educating the youth to recog-
nize these racial themes.

“In her presentation, Susan 
brought up so many statistics 
about how so many people are 
consuming porn. And specifi-
cally on campus, we know so 
many people consume porn. 
So I think the issue of porn 
should be talked about more 
in EBI classes and in dorms so 
people can learn to especial-
ly look at the racial dynam-
ics people are seeing in porn 
with a more critical eye,” said 
Stack.

Continued  from A1, Column  3
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happy belated president’s day (to those dumb 
enough to trust the gregorian calendar)

The Week’s Top Headlines

• Academy Accountants Notice Extreme Surge in 
      Commons Corn Budget

• Admissions Declares Application Process Over to Free Up 
More Time for the Shuman Photoshoot

• Small-Town Girl Steps Off the Bus and Onto Campus 
With Nothing But A Suitcase Full of Dreams 

• “I Miss Pasta Mondays” Says Student Who Was 
Promptly Tarred and Feathered

• Heated Argument Over the Pronunciation of “La Croix” 
Leads Distracted Student Right into the Middle of 

      Someone’s Abandoned Tar Patch 

• Brace Scholar Mistakes Tar Patch for Politically 
      Suggestive Art, Forms Protective Protest Around it

OVERHEARD
 on the paths

“Can I see a manager? 
I’m still waiting on my 17 

BKH kisses.”

“Do you have a favorite 
stall, too?”

“I’m emotionally dehydrated”

“I was calm until you 
raised your voice.”

“I wish I could envision a 
future for myself where 

I didn’t peak in high 
school”

“Would you sign my peti-
tion for an anti-vax Girl 

Scout group?”

“Nothing but respect for 
My Susie’s” 

“I’m thinking of going back 
to Pandora for their Indie 

Stations”

The Eighth Page is swimming in significant others, having to turn them down constantly, and would obviously 
never have to pay someone to pretend to be their girlfriend when they go home to impress friends and reas-
sure family. To help out the rest of you not-so-talented dweebs, we’re publishing our secrets. The Eighth Page 

presents:

How to Get a Date

who’s telling 
the truth???

Classifieds For The Lovelorn...
Andover can be a lonely place, and it’s not always easy to meet new people. So 
every week, we highlight one real, actual student who is on this campus and 

looking for love (serious relationships only — we don’t advertise hook-ups). If 
interested in putting your name here, email lrademacher21@andover.edu.

ANDIE PINGA ’19

Dealbreaker(s):
• The inferiority complex of Art 

Garfunkel
• The superiority complex of Paul 

Simon
• Vegetables

IDEAL DATE SPOT:

Bob Ross painting session. 
Complete with Bob’s “wet-on-

wet” technique ;)

Cool Facts About me!

• Retired Managing Editor, retired 
Varsity Rower and Water Polo 
Player, retired meme creator, retired 
student.

• Pomegranate is pronounced Poh-
MEH-gra-NET, salmon is pro-
nounced sa-L-mon

• I let Jesus take the wheel: my mother 
prays the rosary every time I drive.

• Sometimes wishes she was blonde. 
On an island in Greece. With three 
possible fathers. Alongside Meryl 
Streep frolicking to ABBA.

• If you text me at 4:00 p.m., there’s a 
90 percent chance I’m taking a nap.

• A Vermont hippie by morals (#Ber-
nie), but not by practice (#I’m clean 
#Don’t DC me pls)

1. First, select your target.

2. Go to the next Big Blue Baseball™ meeting and recruit 
any Legend willing to show off their arm strength. This step 
should be quite easy.

3. Go to CVS and buy a carton of 12 eggs. 

4. Bring the eggs to Commons and wait inconspicuously in 
the lobby for your date to pass. Inconspicuous hiding spots 
include: putting a lampshade on your head and just standing 
there, or wearing all brown and lying on the carpet as if you 
were also purchased at Aldi’s Discount Rug Emporium Very 
Good Price.

5. Once your date passes, go into the bathroom and change 
into your pre-purchased chicken costume. You may not skip 
this step as the chicken is a symbol of dominance.

6. Sit at the table next to your date, but make sure they don’t 

notice you. 

7. Note: filling a plate with granola and pecking at it like a 

chicken may convince people you are actually a chicken.

8. Your Big Blue Baseball Mercenary will then enter Lower 

Right and start throwing eggs at your date, whipping them 

with undoubtedly consistent and ruthless accuracy. 

9. In a heroic feat, sacrifice yourself and dive in front of your 

date.

10. Stand up, lick the splattered yolk off your face, smile, 

and say, “Wouldn’t it be ‘egg-celent’ if we could go on a date 

sometime?”

11.  Date-town, USA. Population: You

The editor on 
the top always       

The editor on 
 the bottom 
always tells the 

truth!

lies!

??

?
?

?
?
?

KYLE SIMARD
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Having lost to Phillips Ex-
eter Academy 71-72 in a nail 
biter earlier this season, An-
dover Boys Basketball looks 
to defeat Exeter on Saturday 
and move closer towards the 
playoffs.

Nearly completing a dou-
ble-digit point comeback in 
the second half of its previous 
game against Exeter, Andover 
looks forward to this coming 
weekend as an opportunity 
to finish what it started, ac-
cording to Co-Captains Dal-
lion Johnson ’20 and Matteo 
Whelton ’20. 

“I think we’re definitely 
looking for revenge. We’re 
definitely going to be hyped 
up for this game. We look at 
this game as the biggest game 
of the season because it’s our 
rival so we just got to go out 

there and play our hardest,” 
said Johnson.

Whelton added, “The first 
game [against Exeter] was 
very close so we’re looking 
forward to playing the second 
game. They hit some big shots 
down the stretch against us 
and that really hurt us. I feel 
like we were right there with 
them the whole game, so I feel 
like this game is going to be 
different.”

According to Head Coach 
Terrell Ivory ’00, the team is 
focusing on rebounding and 
being more proactive than re-
active on the defensive end in 
preparation for Saturday.

Ivory said, “I think we have 
to do a better job of rebound-
ing and not allowing them to 
get offensive rebounds. But, 
also getting offensive re-
bounds and putting ourselves 
in a position to get second 
shots and then not allowing 

them to get second shots.”
“When you’re reacting [on 

defense], you’re a step slow, 
as opposed to being proactive 
and anticipating what they’re 
going to do. And if we have 
some idea of what they’re go-
ing to do, and we recognize 
what they do, and we can bet-
ter at being proactive,” added 
Ivory.

According to Whelton, a 
strong start to the game will 
be integral to the team’s suc-
cess.

“Because it’s such a big 
crowd for Exeter, we have 
to come out and have a good 
early start so we can quiet the 
crowd a little bit. And then 
once we get the lead, we just 
need to maintain it and hope-
fully finish up the game with a 
win,” he said.

Andover looks to quiet the 
Exeter crowd at 6:15 p.m. this 
Saturday.

Andover Girls Basketball, hav-
ing already encountered Phillips 
Exeter Academy three times this 
season, is ready to take on its 
arch-rival one last time this Sat-
urday. 

Head Coach Liz Monroe said, 
“The first time we played them 
in December, we had a very short 
bench and a lot of injuries, but 
that was a close game. We played 
them again here and were up at 
half, [but] they managed to come 
back. We played them on Sat-
urday in the tournament; that 
wasn’t quite as close. We played a 
really hard game against Choate 
and did a really good job so we 
were a little gassed for Exeter.”

Despite losing its three previ-
ous games, Andover hopes to uti-
lize these experiences to better 
inform its game and come out on 
top this weekend, according to 
Monroe. 

“The good thing about playing 
them so many times is that we’ve 
seen what they do and we have 
a lot of film on them. So part of 
[our practices] will be watching 
that film and focusing on how 
they have had success on us of-
fensively so we can counteract 
that,” said Coach Monroe. 

According to Summer Seward 
’21 and Brooklyn Wirt ’21, the 
team looks to improve upon its 
offensive game.

Seward said, “At the half, 
we’ve either been up our down 
by like two points. I think they’re 
really good competition for us, 
but we are definitely the better 
team. I think we need to work on 

our offense against the zone de-
fense. They run a defense where 
each person isn’t guarding a sin-
gle person. We have to work on 
getting the ball to the middle so 
we can spread the zones.”

Wirt continued, “We need to 
be working on tightening up our 
passes and making sure we are 
focused on the small things. Our 
defense is pretty good so our of-
fense is always something we can 
work on. We know we can beat 
them. We know we have the abili-
ty to beat them, it all just depends 
on who comes out with the most 
heart. Also getting back to basics, 
and making sure we go back to 
working on the small things.”

To win this game, Andover 

will need to come out with con-
fidence and capitalize on its de-
fensive strengths while simulta-
neously shutting down Exeter’s 
offense, according to Monroe. 

Monroe said, “[The team] 
should be confident. Exeter has 
some things that are difficult for 
us to stop. [Exeter] has a good 
post player, [but] Shayla Eubanks 
[PG’19] has been playing great 
post defense on her. They have 
some good outside shooters that 
have lit us up a little bit. We just 
have to shut those threats down, 
but we can absolutely win this 
game.”

Andover will face Exeter at 
1:00 p.m. this Saturday. 
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Pats are doing 
just fine without 
TB12, in case you 
were wondering 

Girls Basketball to Face Exeter 
for 4th Time This Season

PHOEBE BICKS

GIRLSBASKETBALL

GIRLSHOCKEY

With a 11-5-4 record and 
a fourth-place finish at the 
annual Taft Tournament, An-
dover Girls Hockey looks to 
continue its success against 
Phillips Exeter Academy this 
weekend. The team has not 
faced Exeter yet this season, 
and competition is anticipated 
to be tough as Exeter holds a 
similar 11-win record.

After tying Exeter 2-2 in 
last year’s home matchup, An-
dover is even more motivated 
to win heading into this sea-
son’s game, according to Molly 
MacQueen ’21.

MacQueen said, “After last 
year, there’s definitely some 
unfinished feelings going 
into it and we always want 
to win an A/E game… I think 
we’re going to carry in both 
the unfinished feelings of last 
year along with our goals for 
the season into the game and 

hopefully that’ll lead us to 
take it on with the right inten-
sity.”

This year’s contest is espe-
cially important as Andover 
vies for a spot in the playoffs, 
according to Co-Captain Kelly 
McCarthy ’19 and Bridget San-
tos ’21.

“The Exeter game is one 
that we look forward to all 
season. We all know going into 
the game that no matter what 
your record is, the game is go-
ing to be a battle and anyone 
can win it. Especially this year 
we know that we are in a must-
win situation for A/E because 
want to clinch a playoff spot, 
which is why I think everyone 
is more fired up than ever to 
wreck the Ex,” said McCarthy.

Santos added, “I think we’re 
really excited for the oppor-
tunity to prove to ourselves 
that we can beat them. Us and 
Exeter have both had really 
strong seasons this year, and 
this game is really important 

for us because a win or loss 
could determine if we make 
playoffs. So I think we’re try-
ing to get ourselves as excited 
as we can because we know 
that’s when we all play our 
best.”

The team has been working 
on its consistency and mental 
focus in preparation for the 
game, according to Co-Cap-
tain Emily Batchelor ’19. 

“Sometimes we find our-
selves breaking down in areas 
where we shouldn’t be, and 
we find that we know what 
we should be doing but some-
times struggle to actually ex-
ecute… Every single game at 
this point in the season is su-
per important and it is crucial 
that we focus all of our ener-
gy and concentration into this 
game,” said Batchelor.

Andover will face Exeter at 
2:00 p.m. on Saturday.

LILLIE COOPER

Girls Hockey To Face Exeter for First Time This Season

Boys Hope For Repeat of 
Last Year’s Andover/Exeter  

Win

After falling to Phillips Ex-
eter Academy 6-0 earlier in the 
season, Andover Boys Hock-
ey seeks to rebound and add 
an Andover/Exeter victory to 
its 16-9-1 season record. Last 
year, Andover lost 6-1 in its 
first matchup against Exeter, 
but ultimately defeated its ri-
val with a 5-4 overtime win on 
Andover/Exeter weekend. 

According to Head Coach 
Paul Tortorella ’80, the teams 
have been closely competi-
tive for the past few years and 
should approach this game un-
biased in order to focus on the 
game itself. 

“We have been splitting 
games with them for the past 
few years, so I don’t think last 
year is any indicator of how 
things will go this season,” said 
Coach Tortorella. “We have to 
play as a team, play together, 
and continue to play tough in 
front of the nets.”

The team will focus on 
channeling the competitive 
nature of the weekend to aug-
ment its determination to win, 
according to Matt Veneri ’21. 

“The key will be is a stron-
ger desire to win. In the previ-
ous game, I don’t really think 
we necessarily wanted to win,” 

said Veneri. “But in the up-
coming game, there’s obvious-
ly going to be a lot of emotion 
because it’s an Andover/Ex-
eter game and they always get 
rowdy. But I think channeling 
that emotion, hype, and ex-
citement into good hockey will 
be the key,” said Veneri. 

Coach Tortorella said, “Ex-
eter always has a great team. 
So we have to be on our best 
game and we have to execute 
both offensively and defen-
sively in order to win. We’ve 
got to get off to a stronger start 
and come back in the defen-
sive zone as hard we attack the 
offensive zone.”

The team’s performance 
against Exeter is crucial re-
garding the team’s playoff 
chances, according to Veneri.

“In terms of playoff seeding, 
this game could decide what 
bracket we’re in, what team 
we play, and whether we make 
the playoffs or not. For exam-
ple last year, although we won 
the Andover/Exeter game, we 
still were out of playoff con-
tention by an extremely small 
amount. So this year, it’ll also 
have very important playoff 
implications,” said Veneri.

Andover Boys Hockey will 
face Exeter away on Saturday 
at 4:00 p.m.

LUCAS KIM

BOYSHOCKEY

Co-Captain Cassidy Musco ’19 will play in her final Andover/Exeter 
basketball game on Saturday.

O.TUNG/THE PHILLIPIAN

Girls Hockey tied Exeter last yeat at hone.
G.FLANAGAN/THE PHILLIPIAN

BOYSBASKETBALL

LUKE BOSHAR

Andover “Looking for Revenge” 
After Losing to Exeter by One Point Earlier This Season

Co-Captain Dallion Johnson ’20 surpassed 1,000 career points last week.
S.BAHNASY/THE PHILLIPIAN
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Despite suffering a shoulder in-
jury during his semi-final match, 
Co-Captain Eamon Garrity-Rok-
ous ’20 placed third overall in the 
152-pound weight class in the 
New England Prep Tournament at 
Green Farms Academy last week-
end. Garrity-Rokous performance 
helped Andover Wrestling to fin-
ish eleventh out of 44 teams at the 
tournament. 

Along with Garrity-Rokous, 
stand out competitors included 
Co-Captain Pablo Sanchez ’19, who 
placed eighth in the 182-pound 
weight class, and Vinny Marino 
PG’19, who finished fourth place in 
the 132-pound weight class. These 

efforts qualified all three wrestlers 
for the Prep National Tournament.

According to Garrity-Rokous, 
the team stayed determined and 
aggressive during its matches, and 
its strong performance was a cul-
mination of training throughout 
the season.

Garrity-Rokous said, “We real-
ly gave it our all in each and every 
match, kept on attacking, and kept 
on pushing the pace in our match-
es. We were always aggressive, 
shooting, and scoring whenever we 
could on our feet. We always made 
attempts to keep moving and score 
escapes on bottom, and we always 
worked hard to pin our opponents 
on top. I think, in the end, all of the 
work we put in all season long real-
ly showed this weekend.”

Both Garrity-Rokous and Ma-

rino noted the improvements of 
younger wrestlers on the team.

Garrity Rokous said, “ Arnav 
[Bhakta ’22] and Riggs [McGrath 
’21] are young wrestlers who per-
formed really well at this tour-
nament and especially surpassed 
expectations. They wrestled hard, 
and the technique they’ve been 
working on all season long really 
showed in their matches.”

In an email to The Phillipian, 
Marino wrote, “I was impressed 
with how many younger wrestlers 
qualified for the tournament. In the 
next few years they will return to 
this tournament and do even better 
than before.”

Andover will compete in Prep 
Nationals at Lehigh University this 
weekend.

Breaking 27 records in total, 
Andover Boys’ Swimming and 
Diving won the Eastern Inter-
scholastic Championships by 
123.5 points. 

The team traveled to Lancast-
er, Penn., on Thursday, February 
14 to compete in the meet on Fri-
day and Saturday, where there 
were preliminary and final ses-
sions on both days. 

“The records were fun and 
they’re cool, but our goal at the 
end of the day was just to swim as 
fast as possible. So what was more 
cool was just seeing guys drop 
tons of time, and records come 
with that, but the big time drops 
were really what were most excit-
ing,” said Lance Freiman ’19, who 
broke the 100 Freestyle school 
record in a time of 45.30 and was 
a member of the 200 medley re-
lay that broke seven total records 
over the course of Friday. Frei-
man also broke the 100-Yard But-
terfly record which was the old-
est meet record and stood for 32 
years with a time of 48.08s in the 
preliminary round.

While the team took a com-
manding lead in scoring after Fri-
day, Freiman says that he didn’t 
know the team had won until the 
final 400-Yard freestyle relay on 

Saturday night.
“Preparing for the meet, we 

just kind of did what we always 
do. We trained hard. Then we 
rested for two weeks before-
hand… I didn’t know we were go-
ing to win it until the end of the 
last session when the last relay 
was over. I knew that we had per-
formed well and I knew a lot of 
guys had swum fast, but I wasn’t 
totally sure that we won the meet 
until the very end, but when we 
did, it was really exciting,” said 
Freiman.

The team broke a total of 
six New England records, four 
Franklin and Marshall pool re-
cords, 14 school records, a Lower 
record, and two meet records. In 
addition, members of the team 
surpassed All-American stan-
dards in numerous events. 

The team had placed second in 
this meet for the past two years, 
so, coupled with the energy from 
the competitive meet, the team 
was motivated to win this year, 
according to Freiman.

Zack Peng ’21 and Ora Cullen 
’19 placed third and tenth over-
all in the diving competition, 
with scores of 414.40 and 329.65 
points, respectively. 

According to Captain Neil 
Simpson ’19 and Max Hunger 
’19, the team was energized from 
the competitive energy from the 

crowd and everyone on the team 
was cheering for one another. 

On Wednesday, the team com-
peted in the 100th anniversary 
of its annual Andover-Exeter 
competition, where it defeated 
Phillips Exeter Academy. Mul-
tiple pool, school, and A-E meet 
records were broken, and Simp-
son also broke the New England 
record in the 100 breastroke.

“I was pretty excited. After 
getting disqualified at Eastern’s, I 
was pretty upset, but Mr. Fox was 
like, ‘You can put on a suit and go 
for it on Wednesday.’ And I was 
like, ‘Yup, let’s do it.’ And it hap-
pened, so I was pretty pumped,” 
said Simpson.

The team has its final New 
England championship meet at 
Deerfield on March 2 and 3. How-
ever, Eastern’s served as the cul-
mination to a season’s worth of 
work, according to Simpson.

“Everyone came through when 
we needed it most. That’s what 
we had been focusing on for the 
whole year, everything we did in 
the fall, all of the training we did, 
led up to this meet. We sent it,” 
said Simpson.

Freiman said, “We’re just look-
ing at New Englands. The season 
isn’t over. We still have two more 
weeks. That’s just what’s on our 
mind right now: preparing for 
New Englands.”

Andover Claims Victory at Eastern’s
ABBY RYAN

BOYSSWIMMING&DIVING

This past weekend, Andover 
Girls Swimming & Diving came 
head to head with rival Phillips 
Exeter Academy in the Eastern In-
terscholastic Swimming and Div-
ing Championships. Both teams 
totaled 275 points, tying for eighth 
place out of the 20 teams that com-
peted this past weekend.

Just three days later, Andover 
faced Exeter yet again in its final 
home meet of the season, coming 
out victorious with a score of 100 
over Exeter’s 86.

Co-Captain Macey Mannion ’19 
was one of the few individuals who 
advanced to the final rounds of the 
tournament, making it all the way 
to the championships for the 500-
Yard Freestyle this past weekend. 

 “I think it was just notable be-
cause she’s our captain and she was 
one of the only people who made it 
back that day. And it was just real-

ly awesome to see her grind out a 
swim and push through it, which 
boosted the team’s morale,” said 
Wadell.

In the 100-Yard Breastroke, 
Graeleigh Jones ’21, Emily War-
ren ’21, and Kathleen Ty ’19 earned 
spots in the A, B, and C finals, ac-
cording to Grace Hitchcock ’20.

“We had three girls that did real-
ly well in the 100-Yard Breastroke, 
three girls that made it back to fi-
nals, one in the A, one in the B, and 
one in the C. And all three of them 
in [the preliminary finals] and fi-
nals did extremely well, season 
best, so that was really awesome 
to be in finals and standing behind 
their lane cheering for them.” said 
Hitchcock.

Jones later advanced to the fi-
nals of both the 100-Yard Butter-
fly and and 100-Yard Breastroke, 
placing 6th and 5th in those races, 
respectively. 

According to Claire Davis ’20, 
the diving team also had a positive 
mindset going into every event. 

Davis said, “ I think we did a 
good job of that, just being in the 
mindset of one dive and once that 
dive is over, not thinking about it 
again whether it went bad or went 
good.”

As for Wednesday’s meet against 
Exeter, Andover placed first in 100-
Yard Breastroke, which secured its 
previously close lead against Ex-
eter, according to Hwang.

“Graeleigh Jones, Kathleen Ty, 
and Alexa Dicenso [’21] all are and 
have alway been very consistent 
and reliable. They placed first, sec-
ond, and third and their times were 
also very close to each other. Not 
only was it great that they could 
place first, second, and third, but 
this increased our close lead that 
we had and encouraged everyone 
to swim even faster.” said Hwang.

Andover Girls Swimming & 
Diving will head to Interschols 
for Diving on Wednesday and will 
compete in New England Cham-
pionships when the team returns 
from Spring Break on March 1. 

Andover Ties Exeter for Eighth at Eastern’s, Comes Out on Top at Home

SARAH KARLEN

GIRLSSWIMMING&DIVING

Andover Places 11th out of 44, 
Qualifies Three for Prep National Tournament

LILLIE COOPER

WRESTLING

ANDOVER SWIMMING AND DIVING SECURES JOINT SECOND 
PLACE TROPHY AT EASTERN CHAMPIONSHIPS

Co-Captain Eamon Garrity-Rokous ’20, Co-Captain Pablo Sanchez ’19, and 
Vinny Marino PG’19 qualified for the Prep National Tournament.

J.BUEHLER/THE PHILLIPIAN

Emily Warren ’21 swam in the 100-Yard Breaststroke.
M.ZHANG/THE PHILLIPIAN

Arnold Su ’20  was part of the 200-Meter Relay Team that finished in first 
place at Eastern’s.

M.ZHANG/THE PHILLIPIAN

C.NGUYEN/THE PHILLIPIAN
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Nordic Caps off its Season

NORDIC

For Campbell Munn ’19, this was the final race of his Andover career.
H.SOLOMON/THE PHILLIPIAN

Andover Nordic finished 
____ overall, with Co-Captain 
Neil Thorley, ‘19, finishing in 
4th.  Co-Captain Eli Newell ‘20 
broke a pole within the first 3 
seconds of the race, however 
managed to race a large por-
tion without a pole and fin-
ish in 21st place according to 
Thorley.  On the Andover Girls 
Nordic team, Claire A De Saint 
Phalle ‘21 was the top finisher, 
coming in 10th overall.  

The meet was a combina-
tion of both skate and classic 
skiing, with a six kilometer 
classic ski in the morning and 
relay teams will compete in a 
skate style race in the after-
noon.  

Despite the lack of snow 
this season, the girls team has 
consistently placed in the top 
four, with the Andover Boys 
Nordic Team placing in the 
top half of many meets, usual-
ly coming fifth or sixth overall 
out of ten.  

According to Coach Keith 
Robinson ‘94, the team “...
graduated two seniors last 
year that were two of [their] 
top skiers, and we’ve had two 
new students come in and fill 
that role really well, two new 
lowers, and the group of four 

of them are all pretty close to-
gether in the league, so if any 
given day one of them has a 
bad race, another will probably 
have a good race and balance 
that out, so they’ve been really 
consistent on that front.”

Throughout the season, the 
relays have been a source of 
excitement for the team and 
are fun to race according to 
Claire A De Saint Phalle ‘21.  
In the week leading up to Nep-
sacs, Coach Robinson has put 
an emphasis on mass starts 
and relay handoffs, which 
co-captain Neil Thorley ‘19 
says, will “be crucial to exe-
cute well during the races on 
Wednesday,” in order to place 
well

For many seniors NEPSAC’s 
is their last chance to compete 
with their Andover team be-
fore heading to college.  

According to Thorley ‘19,  
“There were definitely some 
bittersweet [moments] to-
day...knowing this was my last 
Nordic race was definitely so-
bering. Still, I couldn’t have 
asked for a better end to my 
ski career. Conditions were 
excellent, the race went really 
well, and everyone had a great 
time.”

 CAROLINE EMPEY
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In the current iteration of the 
N.B.A., marquee superstars per-
vade every aspect of the sport. 
Whether it be social outreach, 
lucrative endorsements, free 
agency, or the trade market, 
the game’s best players enjoy a 
sizable presence in the league’s 
core mechanics. The inception 
of this presence is rooted in the 
career of former Cleveland Cav-
aliers forward LeBron James. 
The summer of 2010 marked 
James’ entrance into free agen-
cy, providing the market with 
a generational talent widely 
regarded as one of the great-
est players in league history. 
The ensuing frenzy concerning 
James’ free agent status sparked 
vast change in the function and 
culture of the N.B.A.

The whereabouts of James’ 
next destination became one 
of the most hotly debated top-
ics in sports that summer, and 
all the anticipation and excite-
ment culminated in a television 
special titled “The Decision.” 
During the program, James 
declared, for all the world to 
hear, that he would be “taking 
his talents to South Beach” and 
signing with the Miami Heat. 
That television special marked 
the burgeoning inauguration of 
increased player independence, 
resulting in league-wide ram-

ifications still present today. 
James’ signing was particularly 
noteworthy given the nature of 
his future teammates. He was 
anointed the centerpiece of one 
of the first modern-day “super-
teams.” James joined forces with 
close friend and former Finals 
M.V.P. Dwyane Wade, as well as 
perennial All-Star Chris Bosh, to 
form a team that would go on to 
achieve two consecutive cham-
pionships and four NBA Finals 
berths.

The unchecked liberties af-
forded to LeBron James in his 
free agency allowed for him to 
essentially collude with his fel-
low stars to form a team that 
thoroughly dominated the East-
ern Conference and the league 
as a whole. James singlehand-
edly paved the way for top-tier 
superstars to erode the parity 
of the N.B.A. by exercising his 
heightened independence to 
conceive teams loaded with elite 
talent. In the nine years after 
James’ decision, this change in 
the superstar mindset is perpet-

uated by the game’s upper eche-
lon of elite talent, most notably 
in the cases of 2014 M.V.P. Kevin 
Durant, and most recently with 
Pelicans forward Anthony Da-
vis.

In the case of Kevin Durant, at 
the conclusion of the 2016 sea-
son, Durant decided to sign with 
the 73-9 Golden State Warriors, 
teaming up with then-reign-
ing M.V.P. Stephen Curry and 
All-Stars Klay Thompson and 
Draymond Green. With Durant 
on the team, the hopes of N.B.A.
fans everywhere plummeted as 
the Warriors won game after 
game, and title after title, mak-
ing a mockery out of the com-
petition. Durant’s decision to 
join the Warriors in order to net 
himself easy titles is a marker of 
LeBron James’s impact. James’ 
prior free agency set a prece-
dent of superteam organization, 
imparting to players the mes-
sage that one can contend to win 
titles quickly by joining forces 
with upper-echelon talent. Du-
rant’s infamous move ultimate-

ly drained the N.B.A. season of 
suspense, as the outcome of the 
playoffs was all but a foregone 
conclusion.

This cycle of player indepen-
dence wreaking havoc on com-
petition repeats itself with the 
saga of Anthony Davis. These 
past few weeks, the New Orle-
ans All-Star has been embroiled 
in controversy and suspense, as 
his mid-season trade request 
sparked countless rumors and 
hypothetical scenarios. To add 
fuel to the fire, Davis and his 
agent, Rich Paul (who, coinci-
dentally is also James’ agent) 
published lists of where he 
would be willing to re-sign upon 
his free agency in 2020. This 
created a storm of speculation 
in which James was investigat-
ed for tampering (after having 
dinner with Davis following a 
game). Per N.B.A. insider Adrian 
Wojnarowski, Davis seems pri-
marily set upon the Lakers as his 
destination, and his father has 
publicly dissed other destina-
tions, such as Boston, as wholly 

unsuitable for his superstar son. 
As Davis allegedly attempts to 
maneuver his way to the Lakers 
and LeBron James to form what 
is effectively a superteam, his 
controversy has ballooned into 
one of the largest sports sto-
rylines of 2019, distracting from 
an NBA season rich with histor-
ic scoring streaks (James Hard-
en) and surprise contenders. Be-
yond the sphere of distraction, 
reports from sports journalists 
at “The Athletic” have even in-
dicated that trade talks with the 
Lakers concerning Davis have 
demoralized their young play-
ers, poisoning the Lakers lock-
er room and pitting the team’s 
young core against its premier 
superstar in the process.

Anthony Davis is just the most 
recent player to weaponize his 
independence since James’ deci-
sion. He and other stars such as 
Kevin Durant have begun to take 
over the N.B.A., at the cost of the 
teams and the fans. Contentious 
crises such as the Anthony Davis 
one will, by nature, become the 
new normal, and rumours tradi-
tionally circling in the offseason 
will increasingly commandeer 
actual competition during the 
N.B.A. season. This process is 
already beginning this season, 
with hot topics such as Jimmy 
Butler’s forcing his way out of 
Minnesota and Kyrie Irving’s 
pending free agency. As contro-
versy grows, so will the dispar-
ity in competition, as superstars 
aim to form teams to cruise 
through the rest of the Associa-
tion on nothing but sheer talent. 
Just as parity in competition is 
essential to the function of the 
N.B.A., so is parity in power, and 
these larger-than-life superstars 
possess an obligation to pre-
serve the integrity and interest 
of the league.
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Zach Moynihan ’21 earned 
first place with a time of 7.59 
seconds, 0.11 seconds ahead 
of his opponent, in the fourth 
heat of the 60-Meter Dash on 
Sunday. Moynihan compet-
ed with a select group of sev-
enteen runners at Harvard 
University this past week for 
the U.S. Track and Field New 
England (USATF-NE) Indoor 
Track and Field Champion-
ships.

According to Captain Owen 
Glover ’19, the meet is highly 
anticipated by the team to-
wards the end of each Indoor 
Season.

Glover continued, “This 
meet is really special… it’s 
mostly high school track 
teams, but there are collegiate 
and club teams as well. I got 

to run against a kid from Navy 
which was very cool.” 

The team worked on en-
hancing both physical skills 
and utilizing mental tech-
niques leading up to the invi-
tational meet. 

Moynihan said, “Something 
I’ve tried to incorporate into 
my pre-race routine is visual-
ization, in which you picture 
your race before you even do 
it. It’s skills like this that help 
me and others calm our nerves 
before we compete.” 

Alex Fleury ’20 secured 
third place overall in the Men’s 
1-Mile with a time of 4:23.20 
and Alex Schimmel ’22 earned 
second place in his heat in the 
Men’s 400-Meter dash with a 
time of 24.17.

According to Glover, the 
meet was a great success for 
Andover Athletes. This meet 
was the final meet of the Boys 
Indoor Track season.

SPORTS OPINION

PREM PRABHAKAR

The Cost of Free Agency

Andover Competes at New 
England Championships

AMELIA MEYER

BOYSINDOORTRACK&FIELD

With two minutes left in over-
time, Lilly Feeney ’20 shot past a 
Loomis defender and scored in 
an odd-man rush to lead Andover 
to a 4-3 victory over Loomis on 
Wednesday. Andover Girls Hock-
ey also defeated Milton 9-1 on Fri-
day, and Worcester  5-1 on Satur-
day. The team’s record now stands 
at 12-5-4.

According to Indi Wagner 
’22, Andover started off strongly 
against Milton Academy, some-

thing that has been one of its main 
focuses during practices.

Wagner said, “We have been 
working on capitalizing on situa-
tions like on-man rushes and pow-
er plays. I think that in this game 
we really did that, and we pounced 
on the loose pucks in front of the 
net and just executed on all the 
opportunities that we were given.”

Backup goalie Katie Wimmer 
’21 played the whole game, which 
was a great learning experience, 
according to Wagner.

“That was really exciting for the 
team and for Katie. She did so well, 
she had so many amazing saves 
and saved us a bunch of times,” 
said Wagner.

The team also has a solid start 
to its game against on “Senior 
Day” against Worcester, according 
to Amelia Meyer ’21, but the team 
was surprised when two balloons 
floated onto the ice.

“We had balloons set up for se-
nior day and they floated up to the 
ceiling when some children took 
them off where they were tied 
up on the stands and they floated 
down onto the ice mid game and 
we were all playing around this 
balloon until the ref blew the whis-
tle and they had to take it off … so 
that was interesting,” said Meyer.

Andover will travel to Phillips 
Exeter Academy on Saturday to 
end the season. 

Girls Hockey Begins Winning Streak After Three Consecutive Victories

NATHALIE LELOGEAIS

GIRLSHOCKEY

Andover

Milton

9

1

M.ZHANG/THE PHILLIPIAN

In overtime, after receiving 
the rebound, Jony Assayag ’19 
shot a rocket into the back of 
the net to end the game for 
Andover Boys Hockey against 
Brooks on Friday, propelling 
the team to a 3-2 victory. The 
team went on to defeat BB&N 
9-0 on Saturday. 

Following the team’s 4-2 
loss to Northfield Mount Her-
mon on Wednesday, the team’s 
record stands at 16-10-1.

According to Head Coach 
Paul Tortorella ’80 and Thom-
as Manty ’19, despite the fact 

that Senior Night was on Fri-
day, the team will continue 
its season with playoffs ap-
proaching.

Co-Captain Christian Pow-
ers ’19 said, “[Senior Night] 
was pretty sad just because 
I’ve been here for three years, 
so skating on the ice for may-
be the last time is pretty tough. 
I’ve had so many memories 
there, but I’m excited for the 
future too. I’ve learned a lot.”

As a result of the diligence 
of goalkeeper Charlie Archer 
’20, the game against Brooks 
went into overtime on Friday 
night.

According to Patrick Mc-
Donald ’19, William Hughes 
’22, Powers, and Giampietro, 
Assayag’s overtime win was 
not only one of the most best 
plays of Senior Night, but one 
the most exciting plays of the 
season.

“We were… in their zone for 
a while. We were just pass-
ing the puck really well, and 
we maintained possession 
for a while. There was a shot 
from the point, and Jony just 

cleaned it up in front of the 
net and made a good play,” said 
Powers.

On Saturday, Andover went 
on to defeat BB&N. Mac Carso 
PG’19 contributed five goals to 
the game’s nine.

On Wednesday, Andover fell 
to NMH.

“We have to start better and 
make sure to come out with 
more energy. We did a good 
job of battling back in the third 
and Charlie Archer played 
very well,” said Giampietro.

Powers added, “We have 
learned that we need to start 
better if we are going to win. 
We never gave up which was 
good. We battled to the end, 
which says a lot about the 
character of the guys on the 
team.”

Andover will face Phillips 
Exeter Academy during Ando-
ver/Exeter Day on Saturday.

Boys Defeat BB&N by Eight Goals

TIFFANY LI

BOYSHOCKEY
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4

Andover
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5

1

Andover

Loomis

4

3

Gwyn Lapp ’22 plays wing for Andover as number 14.
G.FLANAGAN/THE PHILLIPIAN
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Abby Otterbein PG’19 
sprinted across the finish line 
with a time of 1:01.38, secur-
ing first place in her heat for 
the 400-Meter Dash. Ando-
ver Girls Indoor Track and 
Field traveled to Harvard to 
participate the New England 
Championships this past 
Sunday. 

According to Myra Bhathe-
na ’22 and Sadie Cheston-Har-
ris ’20, the meet attracted a 
wide variety of athletes. 

Bhathena said, “A lot of 
team and individuals [came] 
to have fun. There were some 
college athletes there from 

Northeastern and Suffolk, 
and we saw familiar faces 
from our previous meets, like 
from Phillips Exeter Academy 
and Governors.”

“There were a lot of dif-
ferent runners, not only from 
other prep schools but from 
other public schools and col-
leges as well. Also, there were 
some adults that registered 
for the event. So in my heat 
of the [800-Meter] there were 
other high school runners, 
from both private and public 
schools, a few college run-
ners, and then some adults as 
well,” added Cheston-Harris.

Since the meet was an in-
vitational, Andover could 
not bring all of its runners. 

Those who did attend, how-
ever, represented the team 
with strength and gave many 
strong performances, accord-
ing to Angel Cleare ’19 and 
Bhathena.

Cleare added, “I think Tes-
sah Almonacy [’21] did a really 
good job of getting everybody 
to warm up and be together. 
Also, Myra did a really good 
job in the hurdles, I think she 
placed fifth overall which was 
really cool.”

Bhathena continued, “I 
think Abby Otterbein stood 
out. She ran the [400-Meter] 
and ran it in 1:01 minutes. I 
think she was trying to go un-
der a minute which is insane-
ly awesome. So she stood out 

the most and she’s just always 
been so supportive as a lead-
er on the team so that really 
shined through on Sunday.”

Although this meet was not 
as competitive as others this 
season, it was an overall pos-
itive experience for Andover 
runners, according to Kenne-
dy Smith ’22.

“I know not a lot of peo-
ple could say they’ve ran at 
Harvard, and I didn’t break 
any records or do anything 
super crazy, but it was fun to 
just run in that environment 
with people who are older 
than me. Even though I didn’t 
place super high, I beat a lot 
of college kids, so that was ex-
citing,” said Smith.

Girls Indoor Track & Field Races to the Finish Line of its 2019 Season

PHOEBE BICKS

GIRLSINDOORTRACK&FIELD

Boys Squash Beats Exeter 
for Third Time this Season

After Jack Lee ’20 won the 
first match of the day, Ando-
ver Boys Squash went on to 
defeat Phillips Exeter Acade-
my 6-1 in the team’s third vic-
tory over Exeter this season. 
The team’s record now stands 
at 8-4.

According to Head Coach 
John Roberts, the final match 
of the season was special as it 
was some players’ final match 
at Andover.

Roberts said, “For our 3 
Seniors, [Captain] Alex [Ber-
nhard ’19], Xander [Schwartz 
’19], and Joe [Kacergis ’19], [it 
was the] last match of their 
Andover careers. They’ve 
been incredible leaders on 
and off the court for our 
younger group of players. It 
was nice to get the last win 
for them.”

Kacergis felt that the com-
petitive environment of the 

match made it feels as if the 
team were playing during An-
dover/Exeter weekend.

Kacergis said, “I think the 
fact that Exeter is our big ri-
val, it made the victory feel so 
much more impactful.  While 
we aren’t able to play at A/E 
because of Interschols, it still 
feels like we participated in 
that rivalry, just a few days 
early.”

According to Bernhard, 
a large factor of the team’s 
success was its ability to stay 
calm and collected.

“I think we held our nerves 
and gained some confidence 
and momentum heading into 
New England’s this week-
end,” he said.

Roberts felt that the team 
did well in getting ahead and 
staying ahead.

“The boys did a great job 
of playing patient squash and 
managed to close out their 
matches through controlled, 
consistent squash without 
letting matches ever get too 
close,” he continued.

Andover will participate in 
Interschols Friday through 
Sunday.

LUKE BOSHAR

BOYSSQUASH

Andover

Exeter

6

1

Andover Wins Nail-Biter Over Exeter

Tied at 3-3, everything came 
down to third seed Charlotte 
Toogood ’20, as her match was 
the deciding factor against Ex-
eter. Toogood stormed back 
from a 2-1 deficit to clinch a 
4-3 victory for Andover Girls 
Squash at home against Exeter. 
Andover’s record now stands at 
7-5.

Coach Midori Ishizuka ’11 
was impressed by Toogood’s 
composure after losing the 
second and third game, and 
then going down late in the 
fifth game after a questionable 
point.

“She was able to just come 
back on court as if she was 
walking on for the first time, 
regain her composure, and play 
with confidence… When she 
lost a point in the fifth game, 
I was worried she was going 
to let that affect the rest of the 
game, [but] I knew she was go-
ing to win at that point because 
she forgot about the point she 

lost and she went on to win ev-
ery point after that,” Ishizuka 
said. 

According to fourth seed 
Saffron Agrawal ’21 and Coach 
Ishizuka, Toogood and other 
players relied on their team-
mates to help them secure 
comeback wins.

Agrawal said, “Between the 
matches, we coached [Char-
lotte], suggesting that she hit 
it deeper and mix up her pace. 
And in between matches three 
and four, she did exactly that. 
We were really proud of her 
for taking the coach’s advice 
to heart and really executing 
what they said.”

“I think what our girls did 
really well was keep their com-
posure after those games that 
they lost, take our advice, take 
their teammates advice, and 
they got back on the court. 
They were ready to play, and 
they all came back and they 
won,” added Ishizuka.

According to eighth seed 
Serena Liu ’19, Andover was 
able to win against Exeter in 
part because of its strong team 
spirit, which it looks to contin-
ue with Interscholastics loom-
ing this weekend.

“We came in the end very 
strong and I think that is be-
cause we have been working 

hard all season to play together 
and win as a team. Also, we’ve 
been improving our skills over 
the course of these past few 
months, so I think it really 
came together and it showed at 
the end here how much we’ve 
done to support each other,” 
Liu said.

Andover plays in the Inter-
scholastic tournament Friday 
through Sunday.

ETHAN WEISMANN

GIRLSSQUASH

Andover
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Captain Skyler Spaulding ’20 won 
3-1 against Exeter. Game scores 
were 11-7, 6-11, 11-8, 12-10. 
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According to Head Coach Lisa 
Monroe, Andover Girls Basketball 
performed “particularly well” this 
weekend, but the team still fell to 
both to Choate 44-57 on Satur-
day and Phillips Exeter Academy 
34-50 on Sunday during the Eight 
Schools Athletic Council tourna-

ment. On Wednesday, Andover 
lost 25-55 against Rivers.

Despite their loss, Andover 
showed strong skills in the areas 
and showed growth as a team 
against Choate, according to 
Coach Monroe. 

“Even though we lost, we 
played particularly well against 
Choate, a really strong opponent 
this year.  We did a fantastic job 
rebounding and calmly executed 
our offense,” Coach Monroe wrote 
in an email to The Phillipian. 

Wednesday was the team’s Se-
nior night. From the beginning 
of the game against Rivers, the 
worked to encourage its Seniors as 
much as possible from the bench, 
according to Victoria Kadiri ’20.

Kadiri wrote in an email to The 
Phillipian, “Senior night was a lot 
of fun. On the bench, we tried to 
hype up our seniors as much as 
possible, especially [Co-Captain 
Rachna Lewis ’19], our Co-Cap-
tain who was coming off a big in-
jury.”

The team will face Exeter on 
Saturday as part of Andover/Ex-
eter Weekend.

Girls Basketball Loses Three Straight

PRESTON WHITEHURST

GIRLSBASKETBALL
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Co-Captain Cassidy Musco ’19 (right) was joined by Co-Captain Rachna Lewis ’19, who is coming off of an injury, in 
the game against Rivers.
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Receiving an alley-oop from 
Co-Captain Matteo Whelton ’20 
on a fast break, Brenton Mills 
PG’19 threw down a dunk to se-
cure an 81-47 victory over Pingree. 
Andover also beat Deerfield 73-60 
on Wednesday, putting the team’s 
current record at 15-7.

According to Nick Thomas ’21, 
the team’s high energy was one of 
the keys to defeating Pingree.

“That was probably one of the 
best games that we’ve played as a 
team in the whole season. Every-
one was positive, everyone was 
happy, and we all communicat-
ed the way we should have,” said 
Thomas.

According to Co-Captain Dal-
lion Johnson ’20, the team’s per-
formance was especially fitting for 
the seniors because it was the last 
home game of their Andover ca-
reers.

“To look back on what we’ve 
did this year as a team, it just feels 
good. We all appreciate the things 
that [the Seniors] have done for 
both the team and for the school,” 
said Johnson.

Against Deerfield, Marcus Filien 
PG’19 led the team with 21 points, 

with Whelton adding 18 points.
With the aggressive playstyle 

of Deerfield along with the away 
crowd, it was especially important 
for Andover to concentrate on the 
task at-hand, according to Johnson.

“We had to have laser focus and 
talk louder than ever to each other 
to communicate. We had to block 
out all of the noise and all those 
extra things around us. We could 
not let them get to our heads,” said 
Johnson.

According to Whelton, the win 
against Deerfield was crucial for 
the team’s playoffs chances.

“It brings us one win closer to 
the playoffs. If we win at Phillips 
Exeter Academy on Saturday, we 
have a good chance of making [it],” 
said Whelton.

Andover will face off against 
archrival Exeter this Saturday.

Boys Dominate in Two Consecutive Games
LUCAS KIM

BOYSBASKETBALL
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Pingree
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Co-Captain Matteo Whelton ’20 dropped 18 points against Deerfield on 
Wednesday.
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Andover

Deerfield

73

60

Andover raced against some col-
legiate-level runners at the New 
England Championships.
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Jacob Barkan ’20

Jacob “True Center” Barkan is first 
time all-star and the lead ball handler for 
the clout-centric Yellow Team, which 
is notable for social superstars players 
such as Barkan, Jeffrey McDonell ’19, 
Andy Kim ’19, Omar Khan ’20, and the 
lethal Boris Shmuylovich ’19. Barkan’s 
improvement over the course of the sea-
son has been a decisive factor in his nom-
ination.

“If I am being completely honest, I 
did expect to be a Cluster All-Star. My 
3-point stroke has improved tremen-
dously so it’s just a matter of my team-
mates getting the ball in my hands. My 
plus-minus has to be the best on the 
team,” said Barkan.

Barkan noted that when he’s “got that 
drip” he performs better.

Barkan said, “After class, I get back, 
spike my hair in the mirror, make sure I 
look really handsome, and sometimes I 
try to wear all-white to Cluster but my 
laundry situation doesn’t permit that 
sometimes. I find that I have the best 
games when, before leaving the dorm, I 
secure that drip.”

Barkan also credited some of his suc-
cess to teammate Khan. 

“Despite not having as much raw bas-

ketball talent as most high schoolers, 
he makes winning plays and his alpha 
presence overwhelms the opponent. I 
can name multiple times where his mere 
voice caused the opponent to lose con-
trol of their dribble and we scored. I’m 
not going to lie, I try harder out of fear of 
being yelled at by him. I’d call him clus-
ter ball’s Marcus Smart,” said Barkan.

Barkan works to emulate his game af-
ter the Black Team’s Sam Green ’19. He 
also believes that teammate Vincent Fan 
’20 would be the ideal roommate.

Barkan said, “[I would room with] 
Vincent Fan—The emphasis he puts on 
his studies is admirable and it would rub 
off on me.”

SEBASTIAN LIPSTEIN

Julian Gonzales ’20

Standing at 5’7” and hailing from An-
dover, Mass.,  Julian Gonzales ’20 has so-
lidified his status as an integral member 
of the Maroon team averaging 31 points, 
17 rebounds, and 14 assists per game. 

Despite his immense skill, Gonzales 
made a conscious decision to play Cluster 
Basketball instead of pursuing a career on 
the varsity team.

“I didn’t want to play varsity because I 
didn’t want to shadow over Dallion John-
son ’20. Everybody calls me the ‘Filipino 
Kyrie Irving’ because of my spectacular 
handles and ability to be a leader and 
shoot three-pointers. I have great success 
because I’m in my bag at all times, wheth-
er I am on or off the court,” said Gonzales.

Last year, Gonzales suffered a fractured 
ankle, but worked as hard as he could to 
come back strong. He was inspired by 
Celtic forward Gordon Hayward’s come-
back from his broken ankle.

Gonzales said, “It was a bad injury, but 
I worked extremely hard to get back, and 
I can say for sure that I’m back stronger 
than ever.”

According to Gonzales, he often found 
himself having to carry the team in order 
to win big games.

“This season we were extremely 

short-handed, as we dealt with many in-
juries and only had one or two subs most 
of the time. Thankfully, I put the team on 
my back and led us to some memorable 
wins this season.”

Unfortunately, Team Maroon’s season 
came to a halt when it lost in the first 
round of the playoffs to the Black Team. 
Gonzales attributes this defeat to the of-
ficiating. 

“The refereeing was atrocious and the 
physicality expressed by the Black Team 
ultimately lead to our defeat,” said Gon-
zales. 

Gonzales is looking forward to next 
season, where he looks to continue his 
dominance in the league. 

TOMMY SAVINO

Kristian Menes ’19

Kristian “Menes” Menes ’19 is Cap-
tain of the Black Team, which boasted an 
8-6 regular season record. He is also the 
founder of Menes “Diamonds Glisten-
ing” Chains.

This title of Cluster Basketball All-
Star comes as no shock to Menes who 
expected the accolade last season.

Menes said, “I’ve been working to-
wards this nomination for my whole 
career and honestly, it means a lot. Last 
year I was on team Orange, and I thought 
I had All-Star potential but a kid named 
Michael Codrington [’18] was a ball hog 
the whole year and didn’t let me get my 
numbers.”

In order to secure the award this sea-
son, Menes underwent a transformation 
during the season. 

“Earlier this year I started off like a 
Klay Thompson because I was making 
almost all of my three pointers. And then 
after a pretty tough ankle injury, I be-
came like Draymond Green because of 
my versatility. I became a better passer 
and defender, so I guess you can call me 

the Lebron James of Cluster Ball,” said 
Menes. 

Attending the University of Pennsyl-
vania next season, Menes is considering 
pursuing a collegiate career.

“I can play at UPenn if I want to. I 
know that they need somebody who’s 
5’8” that can rebound and do things that 
a traditional big does. I’ll perhaps be in 
contact with the UPenn coaches and 
show them some tape from this season,” 
said Menes.

SEBASTIAN LIPSTEIN

Ekan Belo-Osagie ’19

A master of power napping before 
important of cluster basketball games, 
Ekan Belo-Osagie ’19 of the Orange team 
earned Cluster Basketball All-Star by 
playing hard in all facets of the game and 
motivating his teammates.

Belo-Osagie said “I’m really the glue 
for the rest of the team. I make sure that 
the rest of our team is playing defense and 
offense, I kind of act like a pillar.” 

Belo-Osagie earned his power napping 
credentials through strategic scheduling.

He said, “I have sixth and seventh pe-
riod free, so before going to cluster-ball I 
always take a nap. That always fills me up 
with energy, which I really need when I 
play. Taking a good nap always gives me 
good headspace, puts me in a good mind-
set, and gets me ready for the game.”

Not only does Belo-Osagie help con-
nect the rest of the team, but he also is 
known for his signature pump fake move.

“I’m running towards the basket and 
the defenders right behind me and I fake 
a shot, and have [the opponent] jump over 
me. That’s when I shoot. It works every 

single time,” said Belo-Osagie.
Belo-Osagie intelligently uses his 

team’s strengths to its advantage and 
makes sure that teamwork is the top pri-
ority, which has made its season so suc-
cessful.

“We definitely work well together. 
We’re always encouraging each other and 
boosting each others’ morals. There’s this 
one guy, Prem [Prabhakar ’20], and he’s 
a really good shooter, so we always make 
sure to pass the ball to him. That’s always 
my mindset - to pass to the sharpshooter.”

VICTORIA DARLING

CLUSTER ALL STARS
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Tyler Yang ’19

Since launching his basketball ca-
reer eight years ago, 6’3”, 177 pound Ty-
ler “Buckets” Yang ’19 has consistently 
played a key role in every team he has 
been a part of, according to Yang.

In Cluster Basketball, Yang is a key 
offensive presence for the Lime team, 
and aims to play with intensity and a 
cutthroat mentality.

 “I’m the highest scorer on my team 
so my job is to get buckets, and if I’m 
being doubled, get the ball to whoev-
er’s not being guarded at all and trust-
ing my teammates… I think [my team-
mates] understand that even though 
it’s an intramural basketball league, 
that me and a couple of the other guys 
are very intense about winning,” said 
Yang. 

To Yang, this isn’t just intramural 
basketball. Cluster is a platform where 
he and his teammates can show off 
their skills and lead their team to vic-
tory. In a match against the Orange 
Team, Yang managed to single-handed-
ly match every single point put up by 
the opposing team. 

Yang said, “I think the best person-
al performance was against the Orange 
Team where I scored the same amount 

as the other team combined.” 
Though Yang claims himself to be 

the main scoring presence on the team, 
he also credits teammate Sebastian 
Romero ’20 for helping the Lime Team 
achieve success. 

“Romero was a hidden gem for us. 
He’s not that big or that tall but some-
how gets rebounds over everybody and 
scores a lot,” said Yang. 

JAKE JORDAN

 C.WAGGONER & S.YANG/THE PHILLIPIAN

Tulio Marchetti ’21

Self-proclaimed core of the Green Team, 
Tulio “Special Sauce” Marchetti ’21 demon-
strates impeccable play and unparalleled 
sauce on the court during Cluster Basketball, 
according to Marchetti. 

“I think that I am clearly better than all 
of the other players on the team not only be-
cause I get all the rebounds, but because they 
don’t have the same sauce that I have. I guess 
I’m saying that I have special sauce. It’s hard 
to explain but the other players just don’t got 
it,” said Marchetti.  

Marchetti feels confident in his team’s 
play, despite a few weak links.

Marchetti said, “Another player [and I], 
Sam [Sheehan ’20], get all the rebounds. We 
do think that our team is superior compared 
to all other teams, especially when we have 
Matt Cline [’19] shooting almost 100 percent 
on the two-point line. We do have some lia-
bilities as well, Sean [Kralik ’19] and Sawyer 
[Moody ’19], but all in all we have a pretty 
good team. I can’t forget about Rob [De Jesus 
’20] and Shaw [Xie ’20] who put in that work, 
as well as Anay [Mehta ’20].” 

While Marchetti feels that the team func-
tions well as a whole, choice of attire remains 
a point of contention for him and teammate 
Cline.

Marchetti said, “I do think we work well 

together, as long as people aren’t taking stu-
pid shots…[but] I do have a problem with 
Matt Cline’s green jacket that he sometimes 
wears during the games. I think that it gets 
his head out of the game and [can] be a big 
distraction for me as well sometimes.”

Marchetti credits most of his success on 
the court with his ability to manipulate his 
opponents’ mental game. 

Marchetti said, “My biggest strength is re-
ally getting into the heads of the opponent.”

Because of his undeniable superiority on 
the court, Marchetti has earned the nomina-
tion of Cluster Basketball All-Star. Although 
the Green Team lost in the semi-finals to 
Team Black, Marchetti utilized his “special 
sauce” to the best of his ability. 

VICTORIA DARLING

D.ZHU & S.YANG/THE PHILLIPIAN

Jami Taveras ’19

A motivator on the courts of the Sny-
der Center for the Gray Team, cluster 
baller Jami Taveras ’19 averages one or 
two 3-point baskets per game. 

“I’m a consistent player—I come out, 
I shoot a bit, and then I just get off the 
court. I feel like my performance has 
been getting a little better through-
out the season. Maybe two 3-pointers 
in one game [to] surpris[e] everyone,” 
said Taveras. 

As captain, Taveras has led the team 
with an excited but sometimes hesitant 
attitude as captain.

“I’m always trying to encourage ev-
eryone to do their best, but most of the 
time they’re actually encouraging me. 
Sometimes, I’m kinda scared to shoot 
and then they say, ‘Jami just do it!’,” 
said Taveras. 

Although the Gray Team lost in the 
first round of the playoffs, it remained 
supportive and high-spirited, accord-

ing to Taveras.  
Taveras said, “I think my positivity 

definitely [is my best attribute], but I 
feel like our team is good spirited and 
we encourage everyone.”

JAKE JORDAN

M.SURI & S.YANG/THE PHILLIPIAN

Jeff Du ’19

Known as “The Prince” and “Du-man,” 
Cluster Basketball All-Star Jeff Du ’19 began 
playing basketball in the sixth grade and eas-
ily picked up the sport. According to Du, he 
quickly improved and soon had the skills of 
professional players.

Du said, “I started off shooting like Curry, 
and soon, I had the game-instincts of Magic.” 

Commonly compared with LeBron James 
of the Los Angeles Lakers, Du believes he 
embodies many aspects of ‘The King.’

Du said, “The way [James] uses his athlet-
icism, power, and speed is awe-inspiring; and 
I try to incorporate as much of it as possible 
into my own game. After all, he’s the NBA 
‘G.O.A.T.,’ and I’m the cluster ball ‘G.O.A.T.’” 

Du changed teams in a midseason from 
Team Orange to Team Blue. The trade did 
not end well for Du, as his new team lost in 
the first round of the playoffs while his for-
mer team won the championship. 

Du described the loss by commending his 
efforts in the tournament while also explain-

ing his teammates’ negligible contribution in 
comparison to his own.

“We didn’t execute properly. I gave every-
thing I had—my blood, sweat, and tears—to 
that game, so I’m fine with the results. I had 
to anchor the defense and run the offense for 
my team. I carried my team, but in the end, 
there’s no ‘I’ in team,” said Du. 

TOMMY SAVINO

A.PHILLIPS & S.YANG/THE PHILLIPIAN
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Academy Concert Bands 
Perform Pieces 

Ranging from Classical 
to Film Scores

Listening to blaring horns 
and a marching snare line, 
concertgoers nodded along to 
the intense percussion of the 
medley of the soundtrack to 
the “Pirates of the Caribbean” 
movies. Intense pulses built 
tension in the piece until the 
different layers of melodies 
converged into a final, sus-
tained note.

Christopher Gagne, In-
structor in Music, said, “I liked 
the ‘Pirates of the Caribbean’ 
piece, because it had a lot of 
different time signatures and 
tempos; and it moves around 
a lot so it was a real challenge. 
The Pirates piece was a lot of 
shifting, going from one song 
to another.”

This piece was one of many 
performed by the Academy 
Concert Bands for their annu-
al winter term concert in the 
Cochran Chapel this past Sun-
day afternoon at 3:00 p.m. The 
group and concert were di-
rected by Vincent Monaco, In-
structor in Music, and Gagne. 

The Academy Concert Band 
performed three main piec-
es from three very different 
genres. While the repertoire 
explored in the concert as 
a whole did not necessarily 
explore a specific theme, ac-
cording to Gagne, he and Mo-
naco chose the songs with the 
mindset of having as much va-
riety as possible.

“We were aiming for kind 
of a balance. So the opening 
number was an up-tempo, en-
ergetic piece. We like to start 
with some energy. And then 
usually the middle number is 
more slow, like the chamber 
piece. And we want to end on 

a high note. So we have a fast, 
energetic piece, a slower, more 
ballady piece, and then we 
have a high-energy piece to 
end our set,” said Gagne.

The concert also featured 
“The Cave You Fear” by Mi-
chael Markowski. Beginning 
with a muted, low pitch, the 
piece gradually transitioned to 
a light melody on the flutes ac-
companied by a steady rhythm 
on the cymbals.

Performer Somin Virmani 
’22 said, “‘The Cave You Fear’ 
is more avant-garde and mod-
ern. I think that in all musical 
settings it is important to in-
clude modern music, just be-
cause that is where the world 
is going.”

According to both Gagne 
and Monaco, one of the biggest 
challenges in preparing for the 
concert was finding opportu-
nities to get all students to at-
tend rehearsals.

Monaco said, “It’s very dif-
ficult to get a full rehearsal, 
particularly in winter because 
of the way the sports schedule 
is set up. But throughout the 
whole year, in spite of the fact 
that it’s clear that there are re-
served times for music, a lot of 
the times for various reasons 
these things are not obeyed. So 
getting everybody there, per-
petually, is an impossibility.” 

Despite this challenge, the 
concert went very well and 
featured effective collabora-
tion, according to performer 
Zev Barden ’20.

“We played very musically, 
we played together. We had 
a good concept of what we 
wanted the pieces to sound 
like before going in, which 
makes a huge difference. We 
weren’t out of style for any 
of the pieces that we played,” 
said Barden.

ARIANA VELASQUEZ

Academy Chamber Music Society 
Concert Highlights 

the Beauty and Fun of Classical Music

With a swift exchange of 
nods, Cathy Cho ’22,  Eby 
McKenzie ’20, and Megan 
Cui ’21 launched into a ren-
dition of Beethoven’s “Piano 
Trio in C Minor, Op. 1, No. 3” 
on the cello, violin, and piano 
respectively. Starting with a 
low-pitched harmony from 
all three instruments, an un-
spoken conversation soon 
guided their playing, with the 
low rumble of the cello com-
plementing the high-pitched 
melodies of the piano and vi-
olin.

“I thought the most chal-
lenging part was playing cer-
tain scales and chords in this 
trio. As we picked up the pace, 
the notes became harder to 
play since they were mov-
ing so fast. Sometimes I kept 
messing up and it was frus-
trating,” said Cui.

This piece was one of sev-
eral performed at the Acad-
emy Chamber Music Society 
concert, held in the Timken 

Room of Graves Hall this past 
Saturday evening at 6:30 p.m. 
The concert featured a collec-
tion of student performanc-
es that showcased a variety 
of instruments and classical 
pieces.

“I really enjoy organizing 
and coaching chamber music. 
I love this repertoire, even 
more so than solo or sym-
phonic. I love those, but in 
chamber music everyone is 
heard. Everyone’s a soloist in 
a way, but they get to interact 
with one another. It’s really 
the pinnacle of music making. 
I love getting to teach them, 
and then listening to them, 
[and] watching that give-and-
take,” said Holly Barnes, In-
structor in Music, who helped 
organize the concert.

The concert also featured 
“Blew Cheese” by David An-
derson, a duet performance 
for the double bass. After 
the rendition opened on an 
irregular and rapid rhythm, 
the performers quickly broke 
apart, with one playing long-
drawn-out notes while the 
other played a rapid flurry of 
melodies. 

According to James Lem-
uel ’19, who performed the 
duet with Evan Tsai ’21, his 
pair was able to overcome the 
challenges of the double bass 
duet.

“[Tsai] and I were really in 
sync and we stayed together 
for the majority of the piece. 
Our coach, Mrs. Barnes, was 
also really happy with the 
performance, and it felt fun 
to play in the moment. If 
there was a message or goal 
in my playing, it was just to 
show the potential for versa-
tility and complexity in bass 
playing,” wrote Lemuel in an 
email to The Phillipian.

Cui hopes that events like 
this concert inspires more 
students to embrace chamber 
music, as classical music is a 
large part of her life.

“It’d be great if more peo-
ple can start to appreciate 
the beauty of classical music. 
Playing the piano has become 
a part of me, and I’ll never get 
tired of doing it. Even just lis-
tening to some classical mu-
sic would make you feel much 
better,” said Cui.

DANIELA VELASQUEZ

Chloe Webster ’20 and Henry Crater ’20 
Bring Musical Theater 

into Student Voice Recital

Under the sparkling spot-
lights, Henry Crater ’20 sat at 
the base of the Timken Room 
stage in Graves Hall, lightly 
strumming a guitar while the 
melody from the piano drift-
ed in. Singing softly at first, 
Crater’s tenor voice starts 
the slow, romantic melody 
of “Falling Slowly” from the 
musical Once, soon joined by 
Chloe Webster ’20, harmoniz-
ing softly in her soprano voice. 
As the song gains intensity for 
the chorus, Crater and Web-
ster move slowly down the 
two symmetrical aisles of the 
room, holding other’s gaze the 
entire time. 

“I think it helps that we 
made a conscious choice to 
constantly stay connected 
with each other while we’re 
up on stage, and not just drop 

the moment when the song 
ends… let the moments flow 
into the next song, and make it 
like a show,” said Crater. 

The Student Voice Recital 
featuring Crater and Webster 
took place last Friday. Web-
ster’s teacher, Krista River, 
Adjunct Instructor in Music, 
initially suggested that she 
hold a concert. Webster asked 
Crater to join her in holding 
the recital because of their 
shared love for music and the-
ater.  

“We picked the duets to-
gether, and they were all mu-
sical theatre, because that’s 
what we’re both really inter-
ested in. In terms of collabo-
ration, it wasn’t just perform-
ing the duets together but also 
supporting each other in our 
individual works. So while 
the other person was singing, 
individually supporting them 
by being on stage, it was really 
important to have partnership 
in that way,” said Webster. 

Abigail Johnson ’19, an au-
dience member, said that she 
was impressed by Crater’s and 
Webster’s stage presence and 
their expressiveness. 

“Both Chloe and Henry have 
beautiful voices, and they sing 
so well together and they’re 
both so expressive. You see 
them getting lost in the music 
but in a way where they’re just 
pulling the audience in to the 
story that they’re telling,” said 
Johnson.

In the final piece, “Move 
On” by Stephen Sondheim, 
Webster and Crater decided to 
sing the ending a second time. 
The clamor of both singers’ 
voices marked the beginning 
of the epilogue, as if two char-
acters were arguing. Soon, 
however, the tenor and sopra-
no merged into unison an oc-
tave apart, finally arriving at 
a harmonious note. Soft notes 
of encouragement from the 
soprano brought the piece to a 
soft close.

Crater said, “We picked a 
really loaded spot in the song 

- the soft ‘something in the 
light, something in the sky, in 
the grass…’ is a really big char-
acter epiphany [in the play]. 
It’s the most beautiful part of 
what was, for me, the most 
beautiful and momentous song 
on our set list.” 

The ending lyrics of the 
song express the idea of cre-
ating art for yourself instead 
of others: “Let it come from 
you, then it will be new, give 
us more to see.” Webster and 
Crater wanted to emphasize 
this message by singing the 
ending twice. 

“I think that we as artists 
really connected with the mes-
sage of the piece. It also shows 
a really beautiful connection 
between two characters, and 
to end the evening by working 
together on that piece reflect-
ed the collaborative nature of 
the recital,” said Webster.

EMMA FU

A.BHAT/THE PHILLIPIAN

Generally used to portraying 
other characters in performances, 
Henry Crater ’20 says the recital 
setting was new to him. 

T.WEI/THE PHILLIPIAN

Cathy Cho ’22., Megan Cui ’21, and Eby McKenzie ’20 (pictured above from left to right) performed Beethoven’s 
“Piano Trio in C Minor, Op. 1, No. 3” at the Academy Chamber Society concert this past Friday.

M.ZHANG/THE PHILLIPIAN
The Academy Concert Bands performed many different pieces, including a 
medley of the “Pirates of the Caribbean” soundtrack.

A.BHAT/THE PHILLIPIAN
Chloe Webster ’20 feels that musi-
cal theater has allowed her to open 
up more, both as a performer and 
as a person. 

UPCOMING EVENTS
Reporting by Staff

She Kills Monsters
This Friday at 6:30 p.m., Saturday at 7:30 p.m., and Sunday 
at 1:00 p.m., “She Kills Monsters,” will be performed in the 
Tang Theatre. Tickets are five dollars.

Senior Concerto: Cellist Christina Cho ’19
The Academy Chamber Orchestra will be performing in 
Cochran Chapel at 8:00 p.m. on Friday and will feature 
Senior Concerto soloist Christina Cho ’19.

Pep Rally
Show your school spirit by attending the Pep Rally this 
Friday at 8:00 p.m. in Borden Memorial Gym.

Blue & Silver
This Saturday, February 23, the winter semi-formal dance 
Blue & Silver will take place. Tickets are on sale in Paresky 
during Friday lunch for four dollars and at the door for 
five dollars. Proceeds will go to UNICEF and Nuestros 
Pequeños Hermanos.

Academy Choral Concert
Chorus, Fidelio and other soloists will be performing in 
the Cochran Chapel this Sunday at 3:00 p.m.
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“She Kills Monsters” Explores 
the Space between Fantasy 

and Reality

As purple lights illuminate the 
platform, hooded figures gather 
on the stage, setting the stage for 
a world full of fantasy and mag-
ic. A lone character appears and 
raises a sword as the horde of 
monsters swarm around her.

“It’s a really comical play with 
amazing costumes and stage 
settings. Really cool props and 
a lot of action. But it also dives 
into the mind and the emotions 
of the main character because 
everything that is happening in 
the ‘Dungeons & Dragons’ world 
is in [Agnes’] imagination,” said 
Martina Gil-Diaz ’21, an ensem-
ble member of the play.

“She Kills Monsters,” a dra-
matic comedy set in the ’90s and 
written by Qui Nguyen, follows 
Agnes, a 24 year-old teacher 
who discovers a ‘Dungeons & 
Dragons’ kit in her late sister’s 
bedroom. In immersing herself 
in a fantastical world of elves 
and monsters, Agnes becomes 
closer to her sister’s memory 
and ultimately comes to terms 
with her sister’s death.

“[“She Kills Monsters”] is 
about family and grief. It’s about 
the need for empowerment and 
to find community. It’s not a very 
complicated play in that regard, 
but it really is about one’s sister’s 
grief and her need to connect 
all the [people] in her life that 
passed away,” said Allen Grimm, 
co-director of the production.

In addition to grief, “She Kills 
Monsters” revolves around uni-
versal themes such as family, 
loss, and acceptance, according 
to Emma Brown ’19, who plays 
Agnes.

“You can find people to be 
your family. [Also,] fantasy in 
terms of both wish fulfillment 
and the experiencing of things in 
a bit of another world. I suppose 
loss is a duality, as in the losing 

of something to regain another, 
and letting go of things when 
you need to,” said Brown.

The show also explores how 
people find comfort in recre-
ational activities like “Dungeons 
& Dragons,” allowing them to es-
cape the the real world and take 
on alter egos that represent their 
greater selves.

“If you think about Tilly [and 
her friends], these are all high 
school students who are im-
perfect or scared or have things 
going on. In this fantasy world, 
they’re able to be almost su-
per-humans, greater than they 
could ever be in real life. They 
get to fulfill some of these fanta-
sies or wishes that they need to 
experience so that someday they 
may be more confident,” said 
Grimm.

One unique element of this 
production is the extended plat-
form that allows the audience 
to be seated around the stage. 
According to Elizabeth Jancsy, 
a co-director of the play, the 
set-up works to create intimacy 
between the actors and the au-
dience.

“[The stage is] particularly 
effective for fight scenes where 
we want the audience to feel like 
they’re right there with us. It al-
lows us to get across this theme 
of fantasy. We want to bring the 
audience with us on this game,” 
Jancsy said.

Because the play’s message is 
relatable to the general public, 
no prior knowledge of “Dun-
geons & Dragons” is required to 
watch the show.

“I think everyone can relate 
to the theme of ‘Dungeons & 
Dragons,’ which I find to be the 
essence of storytelling and being 
able to put on this persona that’s 
different from who you are… a 
lesson we can all take from this 
show is to really go out of your 
way to understand people, be-
cause there’s a lot more than just 
what meets the eye,” said Jancsy.

IRENE KWON 
& JERRY SHU

Amy Chew ’20 and Eliot Min ’19 
Win A Cappella Award,

Beating Pentatonix

Swathed in a blue light, 
Amy Chew ’20 and Eliot Min 
’19 stood alongside fellow 
members of their a cappella 
group Apex. Female voices fil-
tered in and out with haunt-
ing harmonies as the male 
lead singer belted the lyr-
ics to MØ’s “When We Were 
Young.” This performance, 
recorded as a video, showcas-
es the work of Chew and Min 
at the A Cappella Academy, 
a ten-day-long camp held in 
Los Angeles over the summer. 

“We only had the ten days 
at A Cappella Academy. When 
we went on the first day of 
camp, we got right into it, we 
learned the arrangement, we 
practiced singing together, 
we learned the choreogra-
phy, and we performed at our 
showcase ten days later,” said 
Min.

Ultimately, this final per-
formance won Apex first 
place in the category “Out-
standing Live Video” of the 

A Cappella Video Awards, 
which is hosted by the Con-
temporary A Cappella Soci-
ety. According to Chew, both 
Min and Chew didn’t hear 
about their nomination until a 
few weeks after the nominees 
had been announced.

“A couple months later, 
one of my group-mates tex-
ted us and was like, ‘Oh, hey, 
we were nominated for this 
award.’ The ceremony took 
place in Los Angeles over the 
course of two to three days. 
Since we’re not all togeth-
er, most of us don’t live in 
California right now, we just 
found out about it over the In-
ternet,” said Chew.

A live performance vid-
eo by Pentatonix, three-time 
Grammy Award-winning a 
cappella group, was also nom-
inated in the same category, 
but Min and Chew’s group 
took the first place prize in 
the results, which were re-
leased a few weeks ago.

“They nominate perfor-
mances throughout the en-
tire 2018-2019 year, but the 
winners of the contest are re-
vealed in February. It was cra-

zy. Especially in the a cappel-
la world, a lot of people look 
up to Pentatonix, so to know 
that we managed to outdo 
them in that regard, it was re-
ally amazing. We were all ab-
solutely shocked,” said Min.

One of the biggest chal-
lenges of A Cappella Academy 
was the amount of time spent 
singing and choreographing 
every day, according to Min 
and Chew. Though Min and 
Chew are both members of 
different a cappella groups on 
campus, the camp was much 
more intensive than anything 
they had experienced.

“I think the challenging 
part was that the music was 
really hard, and so was the 
choreography, but also trying 
to keep healthy because we 
were singing probably twelve 
hours each day. And so a lot 
of people got sick, and a lot of 
people got sore throats. You 
really had to make sure that 
you weren’t stressing your 
voice out too much,” said 
Chew.

STAFF REPORT

Students Win Gold Keys in the 
Scholastic Art and Writing Awards

REPORTING BY SOMIN VIRMANI

The Scholastic Arts & Writing Awards celebrate the development of a personal voice and technical skill through art or literature, according 
to the the contest website, artsandwriting.org. Participants whose work best embodies these characteristics are awarded several distinctions 

within each category in their region, with the highest being the Gold Key.

This past week, several students were awarded the Gold Key award in the Massachusetts Arts Region. 

“ELANOR”
I was trying to convey a sense of 
“togetherness” and beauty. Elanor 
is my roommate and she’s honestly 
just such an incredible person that 
I was trying to express some of her 
“color” and beauty. My medium (col-
ored pencil) is really easy to work with, 
so it’s really flexible yet expressive. I feel like 
that might affect the way you interpret the piece, and [perhaps] 
gives you a more complete understanding of the subject!

“A TAXONOMY OF CREATURES: 
CURIOSITY OF THE MIND”

One of [my winning pieces] was a 
book that I made. It was all about 
the creatures that I have drawn 
since I was a little kid. So I updated 
them in my style today, hand-bound 
the entire book, and put it all togeth-
er. I was trying to convey that we all 
have these little worlds in our heads. I 
thought watercolor would be a good way 
to keep it still colorful and vibrant, which is what I saw in my 
brain as a kid, but still fluid and more realistic. 

“PRIMORDIAL VASE”
I submitted an extrusion piece 

that I made in [my] Clay and the 
Ancestral Pot class. I didn’t begin 
the piece with a clear idea of the 
end product—I knew I wanted to 

create a piece with contrast, and 
I sort of went with the flow while 

I kept that idea in mind. I shaped the 
clay in ways that I thought looked natural 

and felt comfortable in my hands.

[This film] was a literature adap-
tation of William Carlos William’s 
poem called “This Is Just To Say.” 
It’s famous for being really short 
- I think it’s less than ten lines. I 

read the poem in English class and 
I really liked it…. [My piece is] called 

Monday Morning because the idea is 
that people who love each other don’t 

have to express it in extravagant ways. It can 
be very simple, just like a poem of someone buying plums 
for breakfast and then someone else eating them. 

“MONDAY MORNING”

[My piece is] a watercolor paint-
ing of this place in China called 
Jiangnan. I named [it] Vestiges be-
cause after finishing the painting, I 
realized the way I interpreted the 

scene [gave it] a sort of faded [look]. 
It’s a really old village, so it’s almost 

like it’s fading from everyone’s memo-
ries. I tried to capture the old ancient feeling 

of the place and at the same time, have it serve as a reminder 
that there is something valuable preserved in that village. 

“VESTIGES”

KATHERINE DUAN ’20
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EMILY HUANG ’21
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OLIVIA YANG ’22
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SOPHIE HUANG ’20

O.TUNG/THE PHILLIPIAN

COURTESY OF  AMY CHEW
Eliot Min ’19 (leftmost) and Amy Chew ’20 (center right) attended the A Cappella Academy over the summer, performing 
with the 7 other members in their group Apex (pictured above).

Editor’s Note: Rory Haltmaier is an 
Illustration Editor for The Phillipian. 
Sophie Huang is a Video Editor for The 
Phillipian. 



February 22, 2019 T h e  P h i l l i p i a n ARTS & LEISURE B9

Arts&LeisureArts&Leisure
R.PREM/THE PHILLIPIAN

High Fidelity Review: 
Czarface Meets Ghostface

Cameron Freeman and Quinn Robinson

M.CALLAHAN/THE PHILLIPIAN

We are Cameron Freeman and Quinn Robinson, and we listen to a 
lot of music. This column is here to share only the truth about which 
albums and EPs are worth your time. Each week, we pick one that’s 
caught our eye—regardless of genre or popularity—and run through 
our thoughts.

CZARFACE, the hip-hop supergroup 
comprised of producer 7L, rapper 

MC Esoteric, and former Wu-Tang Clan 
member Inspectah Deck, returns with the album “Czarface 
Meets Ghostface” (CMG), a punchy and energetic collabo-
ration with another former Wu-Tang associate in Ghostface 
Killah. The album exists in the same vein as CZARFACE’s 
past projects, which consistently take inspiration from 
Saturday morning cartoons, WWE, and most of all, comic 
books. From the album cover to song titles like “Masked 
Superstars” and “Super Soldier Serum,” it is apparent from 
the first track that CZARFACE and Ghostface Killah refer-
ence comic books in their album. 

7L interpolates samples lifted from various 
television shows, wrestling monologues, and old 
film clips, which peek their head out around each 
rapid-fire verse. Underneath the sampling, clas-
sic boom-bap production reigns supreme. The 
heavy, grooving bass, shown best on “Czarrcade 
’87”, anxiety-inducing highs like those carried 
throughout standout track “Iron Claw”, and slow, 
methodical drum patterns provide a sense of 
dread, energy, and gritty realism.

The album is not without draw-
backs, however. Ghostface Killah’s 
addition, while welcome on some tracks, is 
lacking in others: lines like “I’m low key like a 
government official / Deep under the surface / 
Like a piece of bone gristle” on “Super Soldier 
Serum” leave the listener wanting more consis-
tent wordplay across all verses. 

On the whole, though, Ghostface Killah’s smattering of 
weak verses are overpowered by consistent charisma, 
cohesion, and a unique, lighthearted take on boom-bap 
rap that forms the basis of CZARFACE’s identity as a 
group. One can only guess at what collaboration will be 
next for the group, as a similarly focused and punchy 
product is sure to be next in their artistic trajectory.

SCORE: 7/10
BEST SONGS: Face Off, Iron Claw, Czarrcade ’87, 

The King Heard Voices
WORST SONGS: Listen to the Color

Theater Production of “Chinglish” 
Performed by Chinese 622 Students

To prove his point about 
the necessity of maintaining 
a personal relationship with 
clients, Jungwoo Park ’19, 
playing an American consul-
tant named Peter, broke out 
in an passionate rendition of 
a famous Chinese opera in an 
attempt to bond with Minister 
Cai, played by Andy Kim ’19. 
Park ultimately achieved his 
goal as Kim excitedly joined 
him in an awkward, warbling 
harmony.  

For the second time in 
Andover history, the Chi-
nese-622 class performed 
David Henry Huang’s play 
“Chinglish.” This perfor-
mance was held in the The-
atre Classroom during Friday 
and Saturday evening last 
week. “Chinglish” explores 
cultural dissonance: how cul-

tural and language barriers 
can affect interpersonal com-
munication through the plot 
of an American businessman’s 
first trip to China. 

Lilia Cai-Hurteau, Instruc-
tor and Chair in Chinese & 
Japanese, said, “When we 
were working on the play, fig-
uring out why certain things 
are funny, why certain lines 
are delivered in certain ways, 
and [when] reading the play, 
sometimes it’s not very obvi-
ous to us. By performing and 
practicing, I think the stu-
dents got to a place where 
they really appreciated and 
internalized some of the plac-
es why it’s funny, the subtle-
ties in the language, why is it 
funny but in the way that you 
can’t really explain.”

Sophia Baum ’19 played the 
role of Minister Cai in one 
of the last scenes in the play. 
Baum found parts of the play 
about gaps in cultural under-
standing relevant to experi-

ences she had while visiting 
China.

“When I went to China I 
remember seeing various ad-
vertisements or clothing with 
English words that, when put 
together, simply just did not 
make sense. I would see mis-
translations like these all the 
time while I was in China,” 
said Baum.

Mona Suzuki ’19, another 
member of the Chinese-622 
class, said she enjoyed her 
role as Zhao, a Chinese trans-
lator hired for the main char-
acter’s business deal. While 
each student struggled ini-
tially to remember all of their 
lines and the timing of each 
scene, Suzuki said that they 
all eventually grew into their 
roles.

“My favorite part was see-
ing myself and others slow-
ly get into character… Our 
class is not a theater class, 
so not everyone was neces-
sarily good at acting. But as 
the weeks went by, a lot of us 
started to show more emotion 
and really got invested in our 
roles, and I think witnessing 
that transition was my favor-
ite part about learning the 
play,” said Suzuki.

Both Baum and Suzuki 
hope that the play teaches au-
dience members to be more 
culturally open-minded when 
meeting people from different 
countries.

“I hope the audience un-
derstands that performing 
in one’s second or third lan-
guage is totally possible, and 
that ‘Chinglish’s’ portrayal of 
being ‘lost in translation’ is 
familiar to many of us who 
either moved countries or 
started learning a new lan-
guage. We can all experience 
forms of miscommunication, 
but what matters are our at-
tempts to understand and ac-
cept all the different languag-
es and cultures around us,” 
said Suzuki.

SHIRA WOLPOWITZ

Gospel Choir Concert Invites 
Audience to Sing

As a gentle piano riff cut 
into the silence, Michael 
Belcher, director of the Phil-
lips Academy Gospel Choir, 
assigned each audience mem-
ber a vocal part to the piece 
“He Has Done Marvelous 
Things.” This past Wednes-
day, the Gospel Choir per-
formed their first ever solo 
concert in the Timken Room. 
The eleven members and 
Belcher, who is also their pi-
anist, sang a total of 8 songs. 

Adaeze Izuegbunam ’20, 
an audience member, said, 
“I liked getting to interact 
with the performers when 
[Belcher] had everyone split 
up into sopranos, altos, and 
tenors, and we got to stand 
up, sway, sing along, and in-
teract not only with the music 
but the others around us too.”

Belcher believes that Gos-
pel Music is inherently com-
munal, with elements that 
can speak to anybody, not just 

persons of faith.
“Gospel Music is attractive 

because you’re really singing 
the message of Jesus Christ, 
and we are attracted to both 
the art form as well as the 
message, so we just enjoy the 
people. It doesn’t matter what 
faith, what singing ability, it’s 
just a very accessible genre 
of music with so much vari-
ety and I think there’s a little 
something for everyone,” said 
Belcher.

Gospel music has its roots 
and influences in the church. 
Inviting the audience to sing 
was a form of this message, 
according to performer Laura 
Mahaniah ’20. 

“Since gospel music obvi-
ously comes from the church, 
it’s that whole idea of the 
congregation and the choir 
everybody knows each oth-
er, and works together, and 
is working toward one goal, 
so I think that is where the 
connection with the audience 
came from,” said Mahaniah. 

Gospel music allows each 
person to interact with it dif-

ferently, and to draw their 
own meanings from the mu-
sic. Izuegbunam feels that 
this aspect of the music is 
what allows it to create its 
sense of shared community. 

“If you look at what is 
considered more protes-
tant churches or especial-
ly churches that are mainly 
black, there’s so much of that 
community presenting itself 
in Gospel music, and I defi-
nitely think that so much of 
it is because of the fact that 
it isn’t someone telling you 
something,” said Izuegbu-
nam. 

“Gospel choir is more of a 
community than a performing 
group, so, we perform about 
once a month, but when we 
rehearse it’s not necessarily 
for something. We find songs 
we like, we learn them, and 
we sing. So, since there is not 
this strict expectation, we’re 
really relaxed and we don’t 
find any difficulties with 
that,” said Mahaniah. 

ALEX PARK

M.LEVY/THE PHILLIPIAN
Jungwoo Park ’19 (pictured above on the right) plays Peter, the main char-
acter, in  Chinese 622’s second ever rendition of the play “Chinglish.”

E.ELLSWEIG/THE PHILLIPIAN
(From left to right) Kamsiyochi Oramasionwu ’19, Mary Jane “Mama” Lewis, Laura Mahaniah ’20, Cecilia Francar-
do ’19, and Charlotte Whitehurst ’22 made up the tenor section of the Gospel Choir. 

On the whole, though, Ghostface Killah’s 
smattering of weak verses are overpowered 
by consistent charisma, cohesion, and a 
unique, lighthearted take on boom-bap rap 
that forms the basis of CZARFACE’s identi-
ty as a group. One can only guess at what 
collaboration will be next for the group, as a 
similarly focused and punchy product is sure 
to be next in their artistic trajectory.
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Look of the Week: 
John Michael Kinney ’20 Merges Texan 
Style with East Coast Comfort

John Michael Kinney ’20 
sports a dark blue pullover, 
which he considers an An-
dover staple, with faded blue 
jeans. He finishes his look 
with a leather belt, fastened 
with a silver buckle. 

“I’d describe my style as a 
‘refined’ Texan style since it’s 
evolved to include a Pataguc-
ci pullover to survive the all-
year-round cold at Andover. I 
like to wear jeans and sweat-
ers—I think they’re a nice 
look. Throw it all together,” 
said Kinney. 

At home in Austin, Tex., the 
warm temperatures allow Kin-
ney to dress almost exclusively 
in t-shirts and shorts; jackets 
rarely make an appearance. 
The cold New England weath-
er has led him to diversify his 
stylistic choices, according to 
Kinney. 

“When I first came to An-
dover I ordered like a ton of 
sweaters from L.L.Bean so I’ve 
been wearing those basical-
ly. You have to figure out how 
everything looks with a jack-
et. You have to figure out how 
everything looks with a jacket 
and then with the right sweat-
er you can pull something to-
gether,” said Kinney.

Kinney also gained new-
found interest in how he 
dresses after coming to Ando-
ver, when he realized that his 
parents could no longer moni-

tor his style. He draws inspira-
tion from his father’s dressing 
sense and credits his mother 
for teaching him how to plan 
his outfits. 

“Earlier, my parents 
wouldn’t let me leave the 
house looking crazy, but now 
when I leave my dorm, I have 
to figure myself if I’m looking 
crazy or not,” said Kinney.

Kinney tests the line by 
maintaining Southern style 
and adopting East Coast style. 
Recently, he tried out some 
popular trends, but has be-
come wary of them after an 
unsatisfactory experience in-
volving shoes.

“I bought a pair of white 
shoes recently to follow a 
trend but I personally found it 
annoying because you have to 
look and stop and see where 
you’re walking so they don’t 
get muddy- which just defeats 
the purpose of shoes,” said 
Kinney.

Despite relocation to New 
England and a need for win-
ter clothing, Kinney still stays 
true to his roots and keeps 
his closet filled with leather 
belts and flannel shirts. His 
wardrobe is now inspired by a 
combination of East Coast and 
Southern styles.

Henry Hearle ’20, a friend 
of Kinney, said, “Being from 
Austin, he has a constant flow 
of big leather belts and flan-
nel shirts rolling through his 
wardrobe. He has conformed 
to the East Coast styles a bit. 
I believe he gets this refined 
aspect of his style from the 
Hamptons, where he spends 
most of his summers.”  

Kinney also finds him-
self resorting to hoodies and 
sweatpants multiple times 
during the dreary months of 
winter for convenience. 

“By February, I’m usually 
too tired to figure out what to 
wear, and everyone around me 
is too. So I usually just choose 
one jacket to go with every-
thing or the ‘typical’ Andover 
outfit with the hoodie and 
pullover,” said Kinney.

Kinney firmly believes that 
a good outfit is not the only as-
pect of being stylish; one must 
be comfortable and have the 
confidence to carry it off. 

“You have to own your 
outfit. If you don’t feel com-
fortable in whatever you’re 
wearing then it’ll affect how 
you feel for the whole day. If 
you’re trying to make a state-
ment with an outfit, then you 
have to make sure that it’s 
what you really want to wear,” 
said Kinney.

KOHANA KAPOOR

D.ZHU/THE PHILLIPIAN
John Michael Kinney ’20 attributes his fashion sense to his parents. 

D.ZHU/THE PHILLIPIAN
While Kinney favors a pair of green Tecova cowboy boots, he feels a partic-
ular affinity for boots in general.
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Staying true to his Texan roots, Kinney sports a chunky Western belt.
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