
Ten of Andover’s 16 dele-
gates won awards at the 66th 
annual Harvard Model United 
Nations Conference (HMUN), 
which hosted more than 3,300 
high school students and facul-
ty advisors from over 50 coun-
tries from January 24 to Janu-
ary 27. According to Campbell 
Munn ’19, the President of An-
dover’s Model UN (MUN), the 
team won the most awards at 
HMUN that they have in his 
recent memory.

Awards won included: 
Munn and Quinn Robinson 
’19 with Best Delegate; Olivia 
Lai ’20, Neil Thorley ’19, and 
Christy Wei ’21 won Outstand-
ing Delegate in their respective 
committees. Grace Posorske 
’20 and Yeetang Kwok ’20 re-
ceived Honorable Mention, 
and Salvador Gómez ’21, Se-
bastian Romero ’20, and Lasal 

Mapitigama ’21 received Diplo-
matic Commendations

“I definitely did not expect 
to win any awards...I was so 
surprised and happy when our 
delegation was called second 
to last because I thought we 
wouldn’t get anything,” said 
Wei.

These recognitions were 
determined by current Har-
vard students who adminis-
tered the various committees 
of the conference. Best Del-
egate, Outstanding Delegate, 
Honorable Mentions, and Dip-
lomatic Commendations were 
all awarded based on the del-
egates’ speeches, leadership, 
and ability to pass resolutions 
in their committees.

During the four-day con-
ference, the team drafted pa-
pers, debated resolutions, and 
collected additional research. 
Lai, recipient of Outstanding 
Delegate in the Social and Hu-
manitarian Committee of the 

General Assembly, said that the 
long hours of preparation for 
the conference were often ex-
hausting but rewarding.

“The sheer intensity of 
HMUN as a conference is al-
ways a fun challenge, and I en-
joyed debating and coming up 
with solutions for my commit-
tee’s topic: the rights of pris-
oners of war,” wrote Lai in an 
email to The Phillipian.

“There are also tend to be 
a lot of cutthroat people at 
HMUN, and learning how to 
hold my own while maintain-
ing my own personal integrity 
at the same time is something 
that I’ve been grappling with 
throughout my MUN career,” 
continued Lai.

However, Lai also men-
tioned that missing school on 

In celebration of Mas-
sachusetts’ newly-elected 
Asian-American women in 
government, eight members 
of the Asian Women Em-
powerment (A.W.E.) affinity 
group on campus traveled to 
Cambridge, Mass. last Satur-
day, February 2. 

There, they attended the 
Asian American Women’s 
Political Initiative (AAW-
PI), a conference that ad-
dressed the empowerment 
of Asian-American women 
in local, state, and national 
government. A.W.E., the club 
on campus that attended the 
event, meets once a month 
to discuss issues pertinent to 
Asian women.

The conference’s panel 
featured Tram Nguyen, the 
first Vietnamese American 
woman elected to Mass. state 
legislature, Mehreen N. Butt, 
the first Muslim American 
woman elected to Mass. town 
council, and Maria Robinson, 
the first Korean American 
woman elected to Mass. state 
legislature.

According to Co-Founder 
of A.W.E. Hazel Koh ’21, she 

saw the women on the pan-
el as role models who prove 
that Asian-American women 
have the ability to be in posi-
tions of institutional power.

Koh said, “I think in gen-
eral, going to this event is 
really inspiring to see people 
that look like me in positions 
of power. It gives me a feeling 
that I have a voice too. I re-
ally like that. It’s really com-
forting to know that so many 
people support this cause.

Founded in 2009 by a group 
of Asian-American women in 
response to the issues facing 
the Asian-American commu-
nity, AAWPI is the only polit-
ical leadership organization 
of Asian American women in 
the country. Its mission is to 
bring attention to the needs 
of Asian-American citizens 
in the areas of mental health, 
women’s health, and do-
mestic violence through in-
creased representation in the 
government, according to the 
AAWPI website.

The conference com-
menced with an opening 
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Boys Squash

Boys Squash Finishes in Second 
Place at High School Nationals.

Head of School Day,
where you at?

Editorship is hard, okay?

Arts, B9

Lunar New Year

The annual dinner brings students 
from all corners of campus to 
celebrate the Lunar New Year. 

SOPHIA HLAVATY

Students Meet “Role Models” 
at Asian American Women’s 

Political Initiative

Continued on A7, Column 3

The public discussion on 
the relationship between 
white and black people sig-
nificantly overshadow that 
between the black and Indi-
an community, according to 
Natasha Singareddy ’19. As 
a Community and Multicul-
tural Development (CAMD) 
Scholar, Singareddy present-
ed her research paper titled, 
“Is the Price Right?: Con-
fronting the History and Im-
plications of Anti-Blackness 
in Indian-American Commu-
nities,” in Kemper Auditori-
um last Friday night. 

Singareddy detailed the 
rise of an anti-black senti-
ment in the British coloni-
zation of India and the con-
tinuation of such ideology in 
America due to the influence 
of white supremacy. 

“The foundation of an-
ti-blackness in Indian com-
munities was born out of a 
learned hatred for our dark 
complexions through Brit-
ain’s exploitative manipula-
tion of the caste system. It did 
not begin with judgments to-

CAMD Scholar 
Natasha Singareddy ’19 

Confronts Anti-Black Sentiment 
in Indian-American Communities  

LAURA OSPINA

Two Students Struck 
by Car on Main Street

STAFF REPORT

Continued on A4, Column 3

Andover Model United Nations 
Claims Ten Awards at 

Four -Day Harvard Conference

SARAH WANG

Continued on A5, Column 3

Natasha Singareddy ’19 first became interested in her topic when she 
learned about the the murder of Akai Gurley, a case in which a black man 
was shot and killed by a Chinese-American police officer.
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COURTESY OF  ANDOVER ARCHIVES

Bill Belichick ’71 has won 6 Superbowls as the head coach of the New England Patriots, picking up his most recent victory at Superbowl LIII last Sunday. For Andover student reactions to Super-
bowl LIII, visit A6. For this week’s Sports Opinion piece on  Superbowl LIII, visit B5. 

COURTESY OF  WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

Bill Belichick ’71 Leads Patriots to Victory

“Reflections on Winter 
Reflection”
A response to the 2019 Mid-Winter 
Student Reflection.

At around 8 p.m. on 
Wednesday, February 6, 
two Andover students were 
struck by a car at the Bell 
Tower crosswalk on Main 
Street. No severe damage was 
inflicted from the incident, 
and the students returned to 
campus on Thursday, Febru-
ary 7.

Police cars and fire trucks 
arrived at the scene to lift 
the students to safety. The 
students received immediate 
medical attention by the first 
responders, Lawrence Gen-
eral Hospital (LGH) medical 
providers, and Rebecca M. 
Sykes Wellness Center care 
providers. 

The administration is cur-
rently working on long term 
solutions to ensure student 
safety, according to Jennifer 
Elliott ’94, Dean of Students 
and Residential Life. For 
now, temporary changes are 

being implemented.
“We will keep the cross-

walk open until 4 PM, and we 
will staff the crosswalk in the 
morning during the week to 
make sure that pedestrians 
are pressing the button and 
ensuring cars have slowed 
before crossing,” wrote El-
liott in a campus-wide email 
on Thursday. 

“At 4PM we will place 
physical barriers in front of 
the crosswalk and shut it 
down until sign in (every day 
of the week). We will also 
staff the crosswalk to pro-
mote compliance,” continued 
Elliott.

Elliott hopes that students 
will hold each other account-
able and act as role-models to 
ensure campus safety. 

“We seek your partnership 
in making our campus safer. 
We implore you to model safe 
decision making, to hold each 
other accountable (saying 
something in the moment) 
and to shift our pedestrian 
patterns,” wrote Elliott.
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WHEN RODRIGO 
Duterte took power 
as the president of the 

Philippines in January of 2016, he 
promised everyone that he would 
root out the country’s drug deal-
ers. Over the next few years, he 
condoned the extrajudicial kill-
ings of more than 5,000 petty 
criminals, street children, and 
drug users all while failing to curb 
the flow of drugs into the country. 

With his constant deluge of 
misogynistic and homophobic 
tweets, Duerte quickly cement-
ed his position as an extreme 
populist. However, even with 
his extremely controversial poli-
cies, many of the Muslims in 
the country clung to Duterte for 
hope after he vaguely assured the 
Filipino Muslim community that 
“something will change” before 
the end of his term. Last Sunday, 
this change came; though not in 
the way that the world was hop-
ing for. During Sunday mass, a 
bomb detonated inside a cathe-

dral on the Southern Extreme of 
the Philippines. As soldiers and 
horrified civilians rushed to the 
scene, a second bomb went off 
and killed at least 20 people. 

Ultimately, terrorism is fu-
elled by dissent. This is neither 
an explanation nor a justifica-
tion for the atrocity last Sunday; 
indeed, such acts should be con-
demned and the perpetrators 
punished with the full force of 
the law. Violence should never 
be a way to engineer change in 
and of itself; but even though 
the methods of these extremists 
were profoundly problematic, 

the ultimate issue remains. Al-
though Duterte may have been 
able to fool the aristocracy of the 
Philippines with his boasts about 
killing drug dealers and elimi-
nating mafia groups, it becomes 
evident to anyone unfortunate 
enough to have had dealings 
with the police that those killed 
were no more than defenseless 
civilians. After all, the police are 
paid 8,000 to 15,000 pesos for 
each engagement they take part 
in. In order to curb this sudden 
rise in extremism, Duterte needs 
to fool more than just the elite 
ruling class. 

This bombing came six days 
after many Muslim voters in the 
Southern region of the country 
voted for greater regional au-
tonomy partly in response to the 
end of separatist rebellions that 
had plagued the Philippines for 
the last 50 years. Hours after the 
bombing, the Filipino branch of 
the extremist group Islamic State 
claimed responsibility for the at-
tack, disclosing that the bombing 
was carried out by “two knights 
of martyrdom” against a “crusad-
er temple.” For an organization 
that seemed so set on toppling 
the overwhelmingly Christian 

country of the Philippines, their 
statement was strangely riddled 
with Christian motifs and allu-
sions. 

In a statement after the attack, 
Duterte blamed the attack on 
Abu Sayyaf, an organization that 
controls many of the bands of 
Muslim Filipinos notorious for 
kidnapping and extortion, many 
of whom have also pledged al-
legiance to the Islamic State 
(IS). Although the IS did not di-
rectly reference politics in talk-
ing about the incident, it seems 
too improbable that the act was 
perpetrated days after negotia-
tions ended off as a simple coin-
cidence. 

This, however, was far from 
the first time that terrorism had 
plagued the Philippines. Back 
in 2017, armed followers of IS 
briefly occupied the city cen-
tre of Marawi, sparking a battle 
with the police that dragged on 
for weeks and destroyed much 
of the city. After nearly 25 years 
of trying to eradicate Abu Sayyaf, 
the Filipino government remains 
unsuccessful even though the 
group is thought to number only 
a few hundred members. Instead 
of focusing on eradicating the 
homeless population of the Phil-
ippines by arresting, beating, and 
killing them, Duterte should fo-
cus on making his country a safer 
place for his citizens.

Terror and Terrorism in the Phillipines
NEIL SHEN

G.FLANAGAN/THE PHILLIP
IA

N

D.ZHU/THE PHILLIPIAN

Neil Shen is a Junior from 
Vancouver, Canada. Contact 
the author at nshen22@ando-
ver.edu.
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Approximately two weeks ago, Andover 
students received an email from their Cluster 
Deans with instructions to fill out a “mid-
year reflection,” a new exercise intended 
for students to self-assess their mental and 
physical health, concerns, and experiences 
thus far this year. Students were encouraged to 
spend 30-45 minutes on this 14-question self-
reflection, a document that will ultimately be 
shared internally to all members of a student’s 
current and future team to see, as well emailed 
to the student’s parents.  

While the intention of the mid-term winter 
reflections was positive, the execution of the 
reflection—because of its digital medium, 
length, and lack of sensitivity to students’ 
privacy—left many students feeling frustrated 
and misunderstood. 

Because responses will be shared amongst 
adults on campus with whom they will interact 
with for their remaining Andover career, the 
reflection asked for students’ full attention. 
Each night, however, Andover students take 
on a busy schedule of homework, sports, and 
extracurriculars that leave them with little 
additional time for a thoughtful reflection on 
their Andover experience. 

Furthermore, many of the questions 
seemed to insinuate that the root of students’ 
problems lie in themselves. In other words, 
that our habits, rather than our surroundings, 
are what drive our stress. 

Perhaps our largest concern as a board was 
the nature of the intended distribution of 
these student reflections. For these questions 
to be answered with honest and thoughtful 
feedback, we as students need to know that we 
can trust the adults with whom our answers 
will be shared. Most students, however, don’t 
know all of the adult members who belong 
to their “full team on campus” and wouldn’t 
feel comfortable sharing deeply personal 
information with all of their current and 
future teachers.

Due to the targeted nature of the questions, 
students may have been inclined to report 
inaccurate information regarding their sleep, 
mental state, and happiness, especially given 
that the information collected will be available 
to all future members of their student team 
for the rest of their time here at Andover. This 
reflection will serve as our first impression on 
all new teachers, coaches, cluster deans, and 
house counselors.

We also felt that the digital format of the 
reflection was problematic. Through students’ 
Empathy, Balance, and Inclusion classes, we 

are constantly taught that communication 
through digital methods reduces the 
meaningfulness of the conversations and 
miscommunicates the tone of the message. At 
The Phillipian, we emphasize to our writers 
that in-person interviews are much more 
sincere and are a better way to obtain true 
and less filtered responses. And yet, when the 
same administration which drives home these 
same messages reached out to the student 
body for serious personal reflection, they did 
so in an email.

This reflection will also replace the house 
counselor report usually sent home to 
students’ parents at the end of Winter Term. 
Prior to these counselor reports, students 
would meet one-on-one with their point 
person to discuss their winter term . The point 
of these meetings with our house counselors 
or day student advisors was to allow the 
faculty member to get to know the student 
and understand the successes, problems, and 
challenges they might be facing. This lets the 
house counselor give the student’s parents 
honest feedback on how their child is faring 
throughout the school year. Now, by cramming 
the personal questions in a written survey, 
students will lose that sense of personal, 
thoughtful connection with faculty, and our 
parents will lose their only form of formal 
communication with our house counselors.

All this said, we recognize the value of 
the survey’s intentions and also prioritize 
community-building, transparency, and 
personal reflection. However, we expected 
more. In the end, this felt like a token endeavor 
on the administration’s part. This same 
project could be more sensitively conducted 
if students could have chosen a small subset 
of faculty members to share and discuss their 
reflections with, if more time was allotted to 
complete the reflection, or even if students 
had simply been contacted for input on 
which questions would be included during 
the reflection’s initial development . Any of 
these considerations—though still imperfect—
would have continued to serve the reflection’s 
original intentions while also acknowledging 
and acting upon the value of our individuality 
as students. 

This editorial represents the views of The 
Phillipian vol. CXLII.
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LAST DECEMBER, I, 
[Adam Mofid,] had the 
opportunity to speak 

with a former Paresky Com-
mons employee during a Lyft 
ride from campus to Boston 
Logan Airport. She recognized 
me as a student as soon as I 
entered the car, and we had an 
eye-opening conversation. I 
exited the car with a newfound 
interest surrounding the treat-
ment—or perhaps mistreat-
ment—of Paresky workers.

If there has been any mis-
treatment of Paresky work-
ers, our school would not be 
alone. In recent years, stu-
dents at elite universities 
such as Yale, Georgetown, 
and New York University 
have run into ethical con-
cerns surrounding the treat-
ment of food service workers. 
These schools have some-
thing significant in common 
with Andover: we all contract 
our dining services to Ara-
mark, a large American food 
service provider primarily 
serving prisons and schools. 
Though we may rarely see 
the Aramark logo, they are an 
integral part of Andover’s op-
erations. 

Aramark is notorious for 
labor law violations and em-
ployment discrimination. 
The company has been fined 
more than 11 million dollars 
across more than 100 sepa-
rate cases since 2000. More-

over, Aramark has been part 
of a variety of scandals in-
cluding firing employees for 
reporting unsanitary food 
conditions and feeding in-
mates substandard, spoiled 
food. According to “The Cav-
alier Daily,” maggots were 
found during food prepara-
tion in four correctional fa-
cilities, with further allega-
tions of serving prisoners 
dog food, worms, and scraps 
of food.

In addition to these vari-
ous alleged illegal practices, 
Aramark is no stranger to 
corporate depravity. “The 
Huffington Post” named it as 
one of the ten U.S. companies 
that provide the least pay for 
employees. This is even more 
problematic given the fact 
that the Aramark CEO, Eric 
Foss, was paid 32.4 million 
dollars in 2014 alone. Each 
day Foss worked, he earned 
nearly five times what most 
of his employees make in a 
year. With the cost of living 
rapidly increasing through-
out much of America, most 
Aramark employees struggle 
to make ends meet.

The unfortunate reality 
is that it is often financially 
convenient to turn a blind eye 
to immoral practices such as 
Aramark’s. However, if we 
are to stay true to our school’s 
alleged values, we cannot 
continue to rely on Aramark 
and similarly unethical cor-
porations. Given Andover’s 
record of promoting equality 
and social justice, our con-
tract with Aramark is at best 
perplexing, and at worst sim-
ply hypocritical. Our school 
values are not limited to the 
student body—they exist to 
guide our community, and 
should be extended to fac-
ulty, employees, and a host of 
other individuals who shape 
our experience at Andover. 

This dilemma is not unique 
to Andover. In recent years, 
students at institutions such 
as Georgetown University, 
Barnard College, and New 
York University have protest-
ed and boycotted Aramark. 
Notably, Yale University and 
Hampden-Sydney College 
have taken clear and decisive 
action by terminating their 
contracts with the company. 
Realizing the hypocrisy that 
these contracts represented, 
they chose to fully eliminate 
them.

In 2016, a large group of 
American University (AU) 
students protested the mis-
treatment of workers by Ara-
mark on their campus. This 
was sparked by the unlawful 
termination of Ana Ebanks, 
a Honduran immigrant who 
worked for Aramark while 
studying at AU’s Washing-
ton College of Law. When 
Ebanks showed up late for 
work as a result of one of her 

classes running long, she was 
fired. AU students took to 
social media, spreading her 
story with #Justice4Ana. We 
should not wait for an inci-
dent of this nature to hap-
pen at Andover. Although 
Andover has a keen sense of 
outward justice (even spon-
soring buses for students to 
attend protests in Boston), I 
believe it is our duty to also 
look inward with the same 
awareness of injustice. If 
we are to not only espouse 
but enact our school values, 
we must eliminate unethi-

cal practices from our cam-
pus, and support businesses 
whose actions align with our 
values. 

ADAM MOFID & 
ANDREW STERN

KAREN PENCE, THE 
wife of Vice President 
Mike Pence, recently be-

came an art teacher at Immanuel 
Christian School, a conservative 
school that forbids students to 
have homosexual parents. Anoth-
er religiously-affiliated school, 
Covington Catholic High School, 
also recently sparked conversa-
tion online when students from 
the school surrounded a Native 
American elder in a rally in Wash-
ington D.C. This incident invoked 
an outcry about racism on social 
media. Having attended a similar 
religious school before Andover, 
I am deeply concerned. Instead 
of being nonchalant towards re-
ligious institutions, we should ac-
tively evaluate their policies and 
actions so they can be more inclu-
sive, less political, and less intru-
sive towards the students’ rights.

Let me explain. In the Coving-
ton incident, three parties were 
part of the conflict: the Black 
Hebrew Israelites, the Native 
Americans, and the mostly-white 
Covington students. Many of the 
students from Covington wore 
MAGA hats, which some believe 
symbolizes white-supremacy. If 
the school had a more politically 
and ethnically diverse student 
body, the three-party conflict 
might have been lowered to the 
clash of different opinions than 
of ethnicity and race. Covington 
should also better observe the di-
versity of religions and opinions 

in America and teach the students 
about them, so they will under-
stand people with different opin-
ions better, for misunderstanding 
played a significant part in the 
incident. If the students were to 
understand the partly extreme 
views of Black Hebrew Israel-
ites, if they had known the ritu-
als of Native Americans pleading 
for peace, would the tension be 
quickly amplified? 

History has taught us too many 

grim lessons regarding the biases 
of religions, like the crusades and 
the jihads, and we should prevent 
them from happening again to 
the best of our abilities. However, 
I understand that it is difficult to 
maintain a diverse student body 
when it comes to religion. In my 
previous religious school, out of 
all the Christian faculty members, 
only two were African-American 
and only one was Asian. The rest 
were all white. Indeed, the eth-
nic makeup of religions are usu-

ally homogeneous because all 
religions originate from different 
ethnic groups. Regardless, how-
ever, administrators of religious 
institutes should intentionally 
embrace diversity to benefit their 
institutes, and we as a community 
should encourage them to do so.

We should also examine the 
rules of religious institutes so that 
schools do not take advantage of 
the students of their rights in the 
name of religion. It is a fact that 

students of Covington Catholic 
High School were attending the 
pro-life march in Washington 
D.C. under the school’s transpor-
tation and sponsorship. How-
ever, I am strongly against this 
action because I don’t believe in 
educational institutes using their 
religion to advocate for a politi-
cal cause. Like the United States 
has committed to the principle 
of separation of church and state 
since its beginning, educational 
institutes should commit to some 

measure of separation. Further, 
because students might not have 
fully-formulated political atti-
tudes, educational institutions 
should aim to educate, rather 
than motivate, their students 
about politics.

Violations of the rights of stu-
dents also appear in Mrs. Karen 
Pence’s case, for the religious 
school can expel students if their 
parents or guardians are non-
heterosexual. This rule clearly 

denies a student’s right of receiv-
ing education for a reason that a 
student cannot control, which 
to some extent is quite similar to 
ethnicity. And, the only basis of 
the rule is the school’s specific 
branch of Christianity. Thus, we 
should be fully aware of the rules 
of religious institutions to protect 
the students’ rights.

To clarify, I am not condemn-
ing religious institutes. I have 
completed a religion-based ninth 
grade history course, and I appre-

ciate the strong understanding of 
religious texts I gained through it. 
Higher religious educations from 
non-secular institutes can also 
be beneficial, as a thorough edu-
cation on theology and religions 
often helps shape the greatest 
minds of history. For example, Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr., a Baptist 
minister as well as a civil rights 
activist, earned his bachelor de-
gree in Crozer Theological Semi-
nary before he proceeded to Bos-
ton University to study systematic 
theology. Therefore, religious 
institutes should be regulated 
rather than terminated. Besides, I 
respect religions and practice re-
ligion myself. However, I believe 
religion should not be enforced 
on others via education or any 
means, especially students who 
are still learning about the world 
every day. It should be established 
upon personal freedom, knowl-
edge, and belief, not conformity 
under the disguise of education. 

Andover is non-denomina-
tional, and I am grateful for its 
effort on inclusion and diversity. 
However, it has not always been 
so—few recognize that the school 
constitution started with “A 
SHORT reflection upon the grand 
design of the great PARENT OF 
THE UNIVERSE,” according to 
the Constitution of Phillips Acad-
emy. Neither do many remember 
that all-school chapel preaching 
was mandatory on Wednesdays 
not even half a century ago. Let 
us better recognize the impact of 
religion throughout the history of 
our school. The closely tied rela-
tionships between educational 
institutes and religion should be 
reviewed and regulated, and An-
dover should be no exception. 

Stir Fry with a Side of Ethical Concerns: 
Aramark at Andover

Jason Huang is a new 
Lower from Shanghai, Chi-
na. Contact that author at 
jhuang21@andover.edu.

JASON HUANG

On Religious Institutions: Be Aware

G.FLANAGAN/THE PHILLIP
IA
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Adam Mofid is a three-
year Upper from La Jolla, 
Calif. Contact the author at 
amofid20@andover.edu.  
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The unfortunate reality 
is that it is often 

financially convenient 
to turn a blind eye to 

immoral practices such 
as Aramark’s. However, 

if we are to stay true 
to our school’s alleged 

values, we cannot 
continue to rely on 

Aramark and similarly 
unethical corporations.

Andrew Stern is a four-
year Senior from Los Altos, 
Calif. Contact the author at 
astern@andover.edu 

r. haltmaier/the phillipian



Travelling from Atlanta, Ga. to 
Oakland, Calif., Linda Carter Grif-
fith, Assistant Head of School for 
Equity, Inclusion, and Wellness, 
and Jenny Savino, Director of 
Alumni Engagement, are working 
to craft a mission statement for the 
new AfLatAm committee.

Arranged last spring during the 
50th anniversary of AfLatAm, the 
diverse committee aims to pro-
mote understanding of African 
and African-American and Latinx 
cultures, according to Terri Stroud 
’88, co-chair of AfLatAm. 

On January 31, Griffith and 
Savino travelled to Washington 
D.C. to collect alumni input about 
what they hope to see the com-
mittee accomplish, which will 
help shape its course. Griffith and 
Savino plan on meeting with more 
alumni in Atlanta, Oakland, Los 
Angeles, Chicago, and Boston. 

“The committee is creating 
their mission statement and we 
want that to be driven by what 
alumni want, not what we think 
we want as administrators at the 
Academy. We are going directly 
to engage with the alumni to find 
out what they hope, what are their 
wishes, for this AfLatAm ad-hoc 
committee,” said Griffith.

Common themes emerging 
from these discussions include 
a desire for cross-generational 
mentorship and ways for AfLat-
Am to re-engage and reconnect 
with the Academy and their peers.

Griffith said, “More experi-
enced, seasoned alumni would 
like an opportunity to provide 
mentorship to younger alums…
[The Alumni Engagement Office 
has] the expression ‘Andover for 
life’ because the connections and 
bonds are often life long. Now we 
are trying to extend it. People will 
come back for their every fifth-
year reunion, we work on a five-
year cycle, and we have found that 
the AfLatAm alumni body would 

like to gather around common af-
finity,” said Griffith. 

At the discussion in Washing-
ton D.C., attendee Gary Lee ’74 
gave remarks to the alumni body 
about the direction of the AfLat-
Am committee. The committee’s 
mission statement will be released 
in April 2019 after the ideas and 
opinions of African and Latin 
American alumni have been taken 
into account.

“I think in general [the com-
mittee] is to [trying] to help mobi-
lize interest and discussion about 
issues related to the AfLatAm and 
alumni population. So far it’s open 
ended now...where you want to fo-
cus is going to be beyond that and 
where it’s going to go,” said Lee.

According to Stroud, the Af-
LatAm committee aims to inspire 
alumni to remain engaged and 
connected to other alumni and 
the academy from the perspective 
of African-Americans and Latino 
Americans. 

“We want to educate ourselves 
and the community at large about 
issues that are of concern to these 
particular two groups of people of 
color...There’s a lot of divisiveness 
in nation going on and we want to 
play a role in sort of alleviating that 
in any way that we can because we 
think that the Academy’s core val-
ues are something that everyone 
that is a part of the community 
should be adhering to and sort of 
living out wherever they are in the 

world,” said Stroud.
Nicholas Olmo ’98, Co-Chair of 

the AfLatAm Alumni Committee, 
emphasized the importance of af-
finity groups, both at Andover and 
in the alumni community. 

“Up until now we haven’t had 
any of these type of affinity groups 
at the alumni level, and so I think 
it is something that is something 
that I reflect on why you know 
why has it not been case...Al-
though there has been no interest 
in this for many years, many of us 
have spoken about it several times 
to each other,” said Olmo. 

In order to increase engage-
ment with Andover, the commit-
tee will continue to reconnect and 
build the alumni body, according 

to Griffith. Such activities could 
include regional events, such as a 
collaborative Non Sibi project or 
a social at the African American 
museum in D.C.

Griffith said, “In Chicago, it 
might be that they want to invite 
any of the folks that work [for An-
dover] in the areas of equity and 
inclusion to hear more about our 
current programs and...they might 
decide to come together to build 
stronger connections in their city. 
Fellowship, networking and sup-
port I would say are very import-
ant headings and themes.”
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CAMD Presentation Discusses 
Indian-American Anti-Black Rhetoric

wards the color of African skin, 
but with our own. Indian’s 
selfishness with accepting the 
model minority myth, despite 
its implications towards Afri-
can-Americans, has hurt both 
minorities in different ways. 
Because prejudice towards In-
dian-Americans is still starkly 
less in comparison than that 
faced by African-Americans, 
we have remained complacent 
with white supremacy for so 
long that we sometimes for-
get the direct ways in which it 
harms us,” said Singareddy.

According to Singareddy, 
the British began to perpet-
uate colorism by labeling the 
Dalits, the lowest class in the 
Indian caste system, or the Un-
touchables, with the use of the 
n-word. Through police abuse, 
social scorn for the darkness 
of skin, lack of education, and 
acute marginalization, the 
British enhanced a system of 
oppression against the Dalits. 
In these forms of persecution, 
Singareddy compares the Dal-
its to African-Americans. 

“Indians and Africans share 
a common ground of oppres-
sion and although it is a shared 
history, it is not the same his-
tory. The racial climate to-
wards African-Americans was 
more deadly than anything 
these new Indian immigrants 
had witnessed or experienced 
and it frightened them. Fear 
is the weapon. Indian immi-
grants understood that com-
plying with white America’s 
guidelines and adopting the 
same anti-black sentiment 
would ensure their safety,” 
said Singareddy. 

However, this British per-
secution united South Afri-
cans and Indians under Brit-
ish colonization, according to 
Singareddy. During the 1960s, 
many Indians and South Afri-
cans were working in the plan-
tations of the Caribbean, unit-
ing against harsh British rule. 

“In an effort to prevent the 
solidarity that occurred in 
South Africa from happening 
again, British demarcated the 
two minorities with continu-
ous labor competition in the 
Caribbean islands. Tensions 
rose as British rulers praised 
Indian ethic to highlight the 
failures of African work, a de-
vice used to veil Britain’s true 
motivation, averting Africans 
and Indians from uniting,” 

said Singareddy. 
Karen Sun ’20, an audience 

member at Singareddy’s talk, 
thought the talk benefited 
from the dualistic approach 
in examining the post and 
pre-colonized history of India. 
Sun believes that Singared-
dy was helpful in revealing 
the links between Indian and 
American communities. 

Sun said, “I really love how 
the presentation was con-
structed, I think what was in-
credibly interesting was how 
she explored two areas, taking 
this concept of post-colonized 
area of India and immigrants 
going to an area that was never 
decolonized. The way she led 
things into subjects and pro-
vided connections between 
Indian immigrants and black 
people within American who 
have this history of being en-
slaved and discriminated 
against, it was a really clever 
way of making those meet to-
gether.”

Throughout her presen-
tation, Singareddy also spe-
cifically addressed the Indi-
an-American audience.

“In recognizing that we 
can fight as Indian-American 
and other immigrants with 
brown skin for the same tools 
of freedom and resources that 
white Americans have. We 
don’t need to emulate them, 
we don’t need to see our skin 
anything other than what it 
is,” said Singareddy.

She continued, “In latecom-
ers to the fight against white 
supremacy in America and as 
a minority that has some voice 
among the whiteness, we have 
the ability to change pristine, 
docile, and modeled image of 
Indian and other Asians and 
face the reality of oppression. 
As a sister minority, Indi-
an-Americans have an obliga-
tion to stand in solidarity with 
African-Americans like our 
ancestors who have stood to-
gether in alliance throughout 
history.”

According to Singareddy, 
she was fueled by the desire to 
raise awareness on the racism 
within minority communities. 
Singareddy was specifically 
influenced by the shooting of 
Akai Gurley, an African Amer-
ican male, by a Chinese-Amer-
ican police officer and the lack 
of discussion on campus re-
garding it. 

“I want my people, my fam-
ily, people related to me, to 
be able to acknowledge their 
inherent racism and fix that 

so it doesn’t become an inter-
generational disposition,” said 
Singareddy. 

According to Hilena Misga-
naw ’21, Singareddy discussed 
a topic that is not discussed on 
campus or in the communities 
in which Misganaw has lived 
in. 

“I think I gained a new per-
spective on not really color-
ism, but anti-black sentiment 
in Indian culture and how we 
can combat as a whole, being a 
black person and working with 
my Indian-American friends 
and my Indian friends and just 
everyone gaining a new sense 
of racial consciousness and to 
treat others equally,” said Mis-
ganaw. 

The racism in our society is 
not only caused by white su-
premacy, but by the white sen-
timent and mentality within 
minority communities as well, 
according to Singareddy. By 
acknowledging the ingrained 
racist attitudes in minority 
communities, people of col-
or can then unite and enact 
change.

“What I really liked about 
this presentation was how 
[Singareddy] really showed 
how minorities need to stick

together and how we can’t 
do minority against minority 
and to stop comparing. Indi-
ans and other minorities need 
to recognize their privilege be-
cause ultimately, recognizing 
your privilege, even if it makes 
you uncomfortable, is the first 
step on battling injustices, bat-
tling white supremacy on the 
path to equality,” said Kiran 
Ramratnam ‘22. 

According to Singareddy, 
the CAMD Scholar Program 
allows for students like her 
to explore racial issues that 
would otherwise might go ig-
nored. Singareddy attributed 
the program for allowing her 
to share this presentation.

Singareddy said, “We dis-
cuss a lot on campus and I 
give the administration a lot 
of credit because we really 
do talk about everything. And 
there are obviously little nich-
es that we miss, which makes 
sense because we are looking 
at the overarching scope of 
issues that are plaguing soci-
ety and the world today. We 
don’t always focus on these 
little pockets…  In that sense, 
CAMD gives people the path 
to manifest that into some-
thing meaningful.” 

Continued  from A1, Column  1
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AfLatAm Alumni Committee Developing Mission Statement

SOPHIA HLAVATY & 
DANIEL CHO

Linda Carter Griffith, Assistant Head of School for Equity, Inclusion, and Wellness, and Jenny Savino, Director of Alumni Engagement, have traveled to different cities to 
meet with alumni.

SBAHNASY/THE PHILLIPIAN

The Brace Center for Gender 
Studies’ Summer Gender Institute 
is a program that invites educa-
tors to participate in workshops 
that build their understanding 
of gender in schools. Flavia M. 
Vidal, Director of Brace Center for 
Gender Studies and Coordinator 
of the Summer Gender Institute, 
describes the program as an op-
portunity for faculty and staff to 
explore the topic of gender.

 “The summer gender insti-
tute is a professional development 
opportunity for faculty and staff 
members from both independent 
schools and public schools that fo-
cuses on gender developing skills 
about gender issues, and about 
sexuality issues that can serve 
them in whatever area of the work 
that they do… it helps them devel-
op their gender competency and 
awareness, and even skills of advo-
cacy and so on so that they can be-
come better educators,” said Vidal.

The program itself consists of 
multiple daily sessions on gender 
topics taught by various present-
ers throughout the week. The 
presenters choose topics related 
to gender that are important to 
them, whether they are topics that 
they explore in their daily jobs, or 
something they have been con-
ducting prior research on. 

“We invite a variety of people 
that we know who are experts on 
gender in some way or another, 
a lot of them are our own faculty 
members, some of them are peo-
ple outside of Andover that we 
know either in other schools… or 
sometimes colleges and universi-
ties that do work related to gen-
der… Each of the presenters actu-
ally selects their topic… and they 
use that opportunity to present 
that new idea as they would, for 
example, at a conference or a sym-
posium,” said Vidal.

Emma Staffaroni, Instructor in 
English and Program Coordinator 
for Community and Multicultural 
Development, was one of eleven 
presenters who helped assist the 
institute the past few summers. 
She has led sessions exploring 
movements for reproductive jus-
tice and on the intersection of Is-
lamophobia and gender.

“My workshops are meant to 
raise awareness about a particular 
feminist topic as well as provoke 
reflection and introspection…My 
hope is that the readings and activ-
ities I share give people a chance 
to see the world through new eyes, 
and possibly even develop deeper 
empathy for others…I hope that 
this helps the participants at the 

Institute to see our world differ-
ently, to understand history, and to 
push for change in their own com-
munities,” said Staffaroni.

James Ventre ’79, Dean of Ad-
mission and Financial Aid, par-
ticipated in the program during 
its first year. He was drawn to the 
program because of his desire to 
learn more about historically mar-
ginalized and privileged commu-
nities. After participating in the 
program, Mr. Ventre applied what 
he had learned to his work in the 
Admission Team.

“The Summer Gender Institute 
helped me to understand better 
our essential work in creating in-
tersectional equity and access to 
an Andover education. The Sum-
mer Gender Institute empowered 
us in our responsibility to foster a 
campus environment which hon-
ors intersectional identities and 
continues our imperative to move 
from diversity initiatives to a cli-
mate of inclusion. My equity and 
inclusion toolbox is much stron-
ger,” said Ventre.

Many participants shared Ven-
tre’s takeaways, including Nich-
olas Zufelt, Instructor in Math. 
After participating in the Summer 
Institute, Dr. Zufelt became more 
aware of the marginalization of 
women and gender non-binary in 
his field of computer science. 

“I consider it an important goal 
personally and for the Math De-
partment to ensure that our com-
puter science courses are not rein-
forcing this trend.  I attended the 
Summer Gender Institute to learn 
about the ways I can create as in-
clusive a classroom as possible… I 
think having a working knowledge 
of these topics has a great many 
imperceptible effects on my teach-
ing, from the topics that I choose 
to the examples I cite,” said Zufelt.

For Dr. Vidal, the program has 
a great opportunity to bond with 
other faculty members over issues 
of gender that are very important 
to her. She really enjoys how the 
program creates spaces in which 
participants feel comfortable 
enough to open up and share im-
portant past experiences. 

“I really like the institute, I’ve 
loved every minute of it ever since 
we started, but I think my favorite 
part of it is the idea that you have 
people who are just so interest-
ed in gender as part of their pro-
fessional lives but also as part of 
their personal lives… we end up 
creating spaces where people feel 
really comfortable sharing very in-
timate moments of their lives both 
as educators but also their lives as 
human beings and really seeing 
how gender is such a fundamen-
tal aspect of everybody’s identity.” 
said Vidal.

SHIRA WOLPOWITZ

Brace Center’s Summer 
Gender Institute Enables 
Education for Teachers



Since construction on the Ol-
iver Wendell Holmes Library 
(OWHL) began in July of 2018, 
almost all spaces in the library 
have been demolished, with wall 
framing and infrastructure cur-
rently under construction. The 
renovation is scheduled to be 
completed by this August, when 
the process of moving the library 
furniture back into the building 
will begin. 

According to Larry Muench, 
Director of Facilities, who has 
been overseeing the reconstruc-
tion, the exterior structure of 
the building will stay the same. 
The reconstruction is primarily 
focused on improving interior 
spaces and equipping the build-
ing with air conditioning. 

“The five levels of stacks have 
been removed and in its place 
we built three floors to match 
up with the existing three levels. 
This will allow for better circula-
tion throughout the building and 
add much needed group study/
classroom space. We’ve removed 
the building systems – mechani-
cal, electrical, plumbing, fire pro-
tection – so new updated systems 
can be installed,” wrote Muench 
in an email to The Phillipian.

While reconstructing the por-
tion of the building constructed 
in 1987 has been straightforward, 
work on the original 1930 section 
of the building has been the most 
challenging aspect thus far, ac-
cording to Muench. 

“We are preserving the look 
of the historic rooms (such as 
Garver, Dole, and Freeman) but 
we’re adding new electrical wir-
ing, lighting, outlets, piping, ven-
tilation for heating and air con-
ditioning, and building controls 
which requires us to remove the 
historic wood paneling and find 
ways to fit the equipment in the 
spaces behind so it all goes back 
together,” wrote Muench.

The project is on schedule for 

its completion before the start of 
Fall Term. 

“The team is working on in-
stalling the systems behind the 
walls and in the ceilings at the mo-
ment, and the next steps will be 
to finish building the walls. Then 
there will be a many-months long 
effort in ‘finishes’ which is a term 
used for installing the fine trim, 
wall corners, ceilings, flooring, 
and other detailed work that 
make a space ‘finished,’” wrote 
Muench.

According to Josh Aisenberg 
’00, lead architect for the renova-
tion, once the framing and infra-
structure are completed, finishes 
and fixtures will be installed, 
working up from the ground lev-
el. In the spring when the weath-
er gets warmer, exterior work 
will resume.

“Construction will contin-
ue into the summer, and finally 
books, equipment, and furniture 
will be moved in over the course 
of the summer in time for the be-
ginning of the Fall term,” wrote 
Aisenberg in an email to The 
Phillipian.

Aisenberg finds the project 
to be deeply meaningful and is 
honored to be able to preserve 
the OWHL, an aspect of Andover 
heritage.

“As an Andover alumnus, the 
OWHL is forever a part of my 
personal history, and this project 
is deeply meaningful to me. The 
OWHL, originally completed in 
1928, is a significant part of the 
Academy’s history, and it is an 
honor to have a role in preserving 
that heritage, while also ensuring 
the OWHL remains a vital part of 
Andover’s future,” wrote Aisen-
berg.

Michael Barker, Director of 
Academy Research, Information, 
and Library Services, recently 
directed a meeting in the Smith 
Center to allow students to try 
out early choices for furniture. 

“Since the library is a space 
primarily for student use, it only 
seemed natural to invite students 
to help choose the furniture… the 
feedback we received from the 
students who participated was 

invaluable,” wrote Barker in an 
email to The Phillipian.

Barker is excited for the new 
features to come, including an en-
larged MakerSpace, woodshop, 
and a Computer Numeric Tool 
machine. 

“I am excited about the new 
MakerSpace, which will be much 
larger than what we had be-
fore, with more readily available 
equipment. Flanking the Mak-
erSpace are two classroom-like 
spaces that will support curric-
ular efforts related to robotics, 
machine learning virtual reality, 
and data visualization. We will 
also have a working woodshop 
and a CNC machine –something 
we have not had the opportunity 
to provide students in the past,” 
wrote Barker.

Barker is also eager to imple-
ment improved study spaces and 
move the Tang Institute Team 
into the OWHL. The Freeman 
Room will act as the cozy chair 
room during the day and a space 
to host speakers during the night. 

Barker wrote, “The Freeman 
Room [will] be fully equipped for 
A/V sound and more suited to 
host speakers during the night...I 
am also excited to have [Andrew] 
Housiaux, [Curie Family Direc-
tor of the Tang Institute] and his 
Tang Institute team in the build-
ing as I think they bring a tremen-
dous amount of creativity and 
good energy to any space they 
inhabit.”

Barker doesn’t only think of 
the renovation as a way to im-
prove the building, but also as a 
center for ideas and innovation. 
According to Barker, the library 
is a wonderful place for creative 
exploration.

Barker wrote, “I look at this 
effort as a means to create a phys-
ical center for innovation on a 
campus filled with ideas...this 
project gives us an opportunity to 
harness the energy of this creativ-
ity in a new way...I think the new 
space gives us the opportunity to 
share the wonderful ideas stu-
dents have, and tell their amazing 
stories.”
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NEWS IN BRIEF

This Week:
•	 No classes were held on Monday, February 4 for 

the Mid-Winter Holiday. In light of the long 
weekend, school-sponsored trips were held to 
destinations such as Burlington Mall, The Loop, 
Boston, and Market Street.

•	 The ongoing campus GeograBee held its clus-
ter-round finals this week. Each dorm sent one 
representative student to compete in the cluster 
finals, and the winners of the competitions on 

Wednesday, February 6 will move onto the next 
round.

•	 The first week in February marks the World 
Interfaith Harmony Week. Programs such 
as food and blanket donating events were held 
throughout the week for charity, fundraising, 
and to raise awareness for the acceptance of 
faith. 

•	 The Tang Institute’s first School within a 
School Information Session was held last 

Wednesday, February 6. The School within a 
School program was designed to allow a deeper 
exploration of the building blocks in schooling. 

Looking  Ahead:
•	 West Quad South will be hosting Casino Night 

on Saturday, February 9. Everyone will be wel-
comed. 

REPORTING BY SARAH WANG
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OWHL Renovation to be 
Completed by August 2019

Model UN Debuts New Team Members 
at “Competitive Conference”

Friday, January 25 conflicted 
with her school work.

“Missing class was definite-
ly a little challenging because 
we were gone on both Thurs-
day and Friday and had no time 
to work on homework over the 
weekend. Teachers were gen-
erally good about extensions, 
though, and I think the expe-
rience at the conference was 
definitely worth it,” wrote Lai.

Sebastian Romero ’20 noted 
the difficulty of balancing ac-
ademics, extracurriculars, and 
research for the conference, 
especially when competing 
against teams who spent more 
time preparing.

“At Andover especially, I 
think it’s hard to prepare for 
conferences like this or real-
ly try to do things that extend 
beyond the limits of our cam-
pus. Just because of all the 
time commitments Andover 
students have with all of their 
activities, it can prove difficult 
to prepare for conferences like 
these,” wrote Romero in an 
email to The Phillipian.

Like Romero, Kwok men-
tioned having to prepare in ad-
vance for specific situations.

“Since HMUN has so many 
delegates, you can never ful-
ly prepare for what’s going to 
happen in committee. So, the 
challenge was doing enough 
research so you can still have a 
grasp of the unexpected situa-
tions,” said Kwok.

While it was many students’ 
first time at a Model UN con-
ference, Robinson was satisfied 
with the team’s overall perfor-
mance. According to Robinson, 
HMUN is one of the most com-
petitive conferences for high 
school MUN.

“Overall, it was a really fun 
experience...all our delegates 
worked so hard in both prepa-
ration and at the conference 
itself. I’m so proud of every-
one we brought, award or no 
award, since it was a number of 
people’s first time at a confer-
ence...they all excelled,” wrote 
Robinson in an email to The 
Phillipian.

Adya Chatterjee ’22 ex-
pressed that although many 
challenges occurred while 

preparing for the conference, 
she appreciated the friend-
ships she was able to form with 
students from all around the 
globe. HMUN was a transfor-
mative opportunity for her, she 
said, recalling an experience 
with a delegate from Venezue-
la who had represented South 
Sudan.

Chatterjee said, “Another 
moment that I will never re-
ally forget is when a delegate 
who represented South Sudan 
but was from Venezuela came 
and spoke about his own ex-
periences with terrorism in 
his own country. It was truly 
heartbreaking yet humbling to 
see how we really could one 
day solve world issues we were 
already creating solutions for.”

Continued  from A1, Column 5

Sebastian Romero ’20  and Salvador Gomez ’21 pose with their delegation 
at the Model UN conference. 

COURTESY OF SEBASTIAN ROMERO

Citing examples of racism 
in contemporary media and 
law, Megan Paulson, Instruc-
tor in History, walked her au-
dience through the historical 
discrimination against black 
citizens of America in her 
presentation on January 31.

Paulson’s presentation, “An 
Interest Convergence Dilem-
ma,” took place in Kemper 
Auditorium and is a continua-
tion of the 2018-2019 Madison 
Smith Presentation Series, 
sponsored by the Department 
of Interdisciplinary Studies. 
The series is named after and 
dedicated to Madison Smith, 
Class of 1873, who was born 
into slavery in North Carolina 
and moved to the North after 
his emancipation.

A dominant group of any 
society develops certain cul-
tural narratives in order to 
justify their underlying rules 
and structures, according to 
Paulson. In her talk, she in-
troduced Critical Race Theo-
ry, the idea that government 
laws impact the way certain 
races are treated. She believes 
that federal laws have degrad-
ed and continue to degrade 
black Americans.

Paulson said in her talk, 
“Critical Race Theory comes 
out of Critical Legal Theory, 
which really underscores the 
way in which the law shapes 
culture…. The theory states 
that first, racism is ordinary. 
The interests of the blacks 
will not be met unless it con-
verges with the interests of 
white citizens.” 

Omar Khan ’20, an attend-
ee of the event, reflected on 
the application of Critical 
Race Theory to the current 
American educational system 
after Paulson’s presentation, 
and hopes to see his classes 
reference this theory more.

“I think Critical Race The-
ory should be talked about 
more in our English or Histo-
ry classrooms, because when 
looking at the fundamentals 
of the theory, there are com-
ponents implying racism that 
are ingrained in our educa-
tional system. We should use 
more of that to analyze some 
of our texts and historical 
documents that we see,” said 
Khan. 

According to Paulson, it is 
important to recognize that 
discrimination towards black 
people is built into the legal 
system and history of Ameri-
ca. 

Paulson said, “Racism is 
a story of labor, politics, and 
economics that control power 
and wealth. One thing that is 
interesting about whiteness 
is that though the exact defi-
nition changes over time, its 
nature of trying to segregate 

from others is the same. His-
torically, if we look at slave 
laws dating back to the co-
lonial era, the legal system 
starts to identify who is black 
and who is not.” 

Paulson believes that be-
ing able to claim whiteness 
and prove that one is not 
black carries with it a certain 
amount of privilege. 

“Essentially you are able to 
prove your freedom. Law is 
the system of how our coun-
try operates. In it, whiteness 
is property. It is a very specif-
ic thing that is a covered and 
protected status,” said Paul-
son.

Tyren Bynum, Instructor 
in English, found Paulson’s 
argument about the division 
of races and racism to be true. 
According to Bynum, they 
permit racial hierarchy to 
maintain its form throughout 
different parts of society. 

“The overall message is 
how insidious racism is with-
in the fabric of this country. 
How the laws, the history, the 
air we breathe on a continu-
ous basis permits the racial 
hierarchy to continue to exist. 
Although we do not see those 
at times, it is always there. 
None of this is organic or nat-
ural, but it has all been con-
structed,” said Bynum. 

Paulson emphasized that it 
should still be every citizen’s 
goal to help build a more fair 
country for all races, mention-
ing a United States 1982 Fed-
eral Code, which states that 
all citizens in the U.S. have 
the same right as enjoyed by 
white citizens. 

“This means that white cit-
izenry is the norm. In think-
ing about how to make things 
better, I want to start with the 
statement that I love U.S. his-
tory. Regardless of how it has 
disheartening, brutal, and un-
fair aspects, I love it because 
it is a phenomenal story. It is 
one that we all have to cre-
ate and write together. It is 
important that we write it 
together, so that we have the 
pieces in it that will help us 
create a more egalitarian soci-
ety,” said Paulson.

The Smith Presentation Se-
ries plans on featuring many 
more speakers in the future. 
David Fox, Chair of Interdis-
ciplinary Studies, noted that 
many of the topics that Paul-
son discussed will be continu-
ously mentioned. 

Fox said, “The charges of 
the presentations that are or-
ganized by the Department of 
Interdisciplinary Studies is to 
embed studies of axes of iden-
tity, of systems and structures 
of hierarchy and power, of dif-
ferences and commonalities 
across groups and individuals 
into the academic program.  
What is empathy? Inclusion? 
Justice?  These are some of 
the questions that the presen-
tations and the department 
must continue to tackle.”

Racism in 
American Society: 

Megan Paulson 
Presents on Issues of 

U.S. Law and 
History

AARON CHUNG

WILLIAM YUE
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Write for News!
email rchang20 or 

snam20.

Superbowl LIII Student Reactions
The Patriots faced off against the Rams last Sunday. What do Andover 

students have to say about it?

Brooklyn Regan ’22
“The actual game was really boring and slow. It was a low-scoring game, so it wasn’t very exciting. The half-time show was just...weird. I 
didn’t like it. It left a bad taste in my mouth. It wasn’t what I was expecting, and they stooped low with going from Lady Gaga and Beyoncé to 
Maroon 5”

Liv Martens PG ’19
“Since it was my first Super Bowl, it was really exciting to see the difference between the football played in the Super Bowl and the football 
here played at [Andover] because that was the only football that I’d ever seen before, and I was surprised that it was so low scoring, but I 
enjoyed watching it, and it was definitely something that I would watch again when I’m back in Germany.”

Daniel Echeverri ’22
“It wasn’t that interesting. [In] the first three quarters six points were scored, but somehow the Patriots scored ten in the fourth quarter 
which was...whatever, I guess. It was really boring, not gonna lie. I didn’t like [the halftime show] that much, [but] it wasn’t awful.”

Emily Smith ‘22
“The most exciting part was in the last two minutes because [the game] was really heated and [the Patriots] got the ball back. After the 
game, it was really nice with the streamers falling down. Overall, it was a really well-coached game and the defensive play was amazing. 
There were only like 13 points in the whole game, which is pretty cool.”

Caleb Blackburn-Johnson ’22
“I was really impressed by Bill Belichick [’71] and Brian Flores’ [’71] defensive plan coming into the game. They managed to hold the Rams to 
nine percent of their season average for points. I think Stephan Gilmore should have won M.V.P.”

Sophia Gudinas ’22
“I wasn’t going to watch the Super Bowl but I came in at the second half. I saw the score and I was like, ‘What?’ It was so low-scoring so I 
was really surprised. But the Patriots won so that wasn’t surprising. The halftime show was bad and Spongebob should have been there more.

Joshua Fry ’21
“I gave the Super Bowl a chance. It wasn’t very interesting. It would’ve been incredibly more interesting if the actual winner of the NFC cham-
pionship had been in it. [The] Rams didn’t belong.”

Brandon Chandler ’20
“I thought the game was pretty slow compared to most football games. The final result was 13-3, and all the way into the third quarter it was 
only about 3-0, eventually getting to 3-3. It could’ve been better played.”

Yara Attia ’21
“It’s like they used Spongebob [during the halftime show] to attract viewers, to transition into a Travis Scott performance. They used Sponge-
bob for ‘Sicko Mode’ and I don’t know how to feel about that...I think everything about [the Superbowl] was subpar.”

Jack Fates ’22
“I’m happy that [the Patriots] won. It was just not as exciting of a game that I was hoping for. It was very boring.”
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Managing Emotions and Risk-Taking: 
Matt Bellace Emphasizes ‘Natural Highs’

Holding a wooden box, 
Matt Bellace walked across 
the stage, encouraging the 
audience members to clap 
whenever he opened the lid. 

Bellace said, “Wouldn’t 
it be great to have a box like 
this in our lives, if we’re hav-
ing a bad day, or when it’s five 
degrees outside, to have that 
love and support [whenever 
we open the lid]? The closest 
thing we can get to the box 
are the people in our lives: 
friends, family, and teachers.” 

A psychologist, profession-
al speaker, and stand up co-
median, Bellace discouraged 
the use of cannabis, instead 
promoting exercise, medita-
tion, charitable acts, and oth-
er “natural highs” as ways to 
achieve happiness healthfully 
during his talk on Friday, Feb-
ruary 1. His presentation was 
a part of the Empathy, Bal-
ance, and Inclusion program-
ming (E.B.I.) for Uppers. 

To begin the event, Jamie 
Phinney, an E.B.I. Course 
Head, introduced Bellace in 
the Kemper Auditorium. Bel-
lace hoped to discuss three 
topics: positive risk-taking 
around supportive friends, 
expressing emotions in 
healthy ways, and achieving 
natural highs. As a comedian 
and speaker, Bellace present-
ed with humor and interac-
tion, often inviting students 
on stage, but with his Ph.D. in 
clinical neuropsychology, he 
interlaced the presentation 
with personal stories and sta-
tistics.

Phinney was excited to in-
vite Bellace to come to speak 
to the Uppers after Susan 
Esty, Director of Wellness Ed-
ucation, who had invited him 
to her previous school of Pin-
gree, suggested him.

“He was a proven product. 
We had a lot of really good 
reviews on the way he would 
conduct himself and the way 
he would connect with our 

kids. I was blown away. I 
thought he was phenomenal. 
The way that the Uppers fed 
off of his energy was unlike 
anything that I’ve seen so 
far. He had such good ideas, 
and his presentation was so 
balanced with facts, but also 
comedy, laughter, and med-
itation, that it was really the 
perfect presentation,” said 
Phinney.

In college, Bellace formed 
a student group which spread 
awareness on the benefits of 
natural highs. According to 
Bellace, however, he had to 
choose between his three pas-
sions: stand-up comedy, a ca-
reer in psychology, or profes-
sional speaking. In the end, 
he decided to pursue profes-
sional speaking, a path which 
he believes was the most ful-
filling for him.

Bellace said, “When I was 
in grad school, as hard as it 
was to balance the two: I was 
speaking, and I began doing 
standup on the weekends. It 
was a crazy kind of life when 
I finished my Ph.D. because I 
was doing equal parts stand-
up in clubs and speaking at 
schools while trying to finish 
my dissertation. It was also a 
very creative time in my life, 
but I realized that I had to 
pick a path. I can’t pick three 
careers, so I openly decided 
that speaking was more ful-
filling for me”

Bellace’s presentation be-
gan with a physical demon-
stration, where he invited 
nine students on stage. The 
students sat on chairs, each 
facing different directions, 
and physically leaned back on 
each other, forming a square 
link. Then, Bellace proceeded 
to remove the chairs under-
neath them, one-by-one, until 
the students were left sup-
porting each other with their 
own legs.  

Peter Ling ’20 loved the 
message of this activity, 
which he interpreted as sur-
rounding yourself with posi-
tive influences and choosing 

friends who will support you 
through difficulties in life. 

Ling said, “He used [the 
activity] to demonstrate the 
importance of how your 
friends support you and how 
you can’t do anything without 
them.”

Bellace continued the talk 
with ways to manage your 
emotions: meditation, sleep, 
and breathing exercises. 
When Bellace’s grandfather 
passed away, his brother re-
sorted to using cannabis, but 
Bellace turned to a breathing 
technique, used by Navy Seals 
in extreme situations for 
calmness, and channeled the 
loss of a loved one to fuel his 
passions.

Bellace said in his talk, 
“There’s more light now, 
more powerful daytime-like 
light, screens in our face, and 
it all suppresses a hormone 
called melatonin and disturbs 
our sleep, not to mention the 
content coming through there 
which keeps you up. I can’t 
solve all these problems, but 
I can tell you that you’re the 
first generation that needs to 
rest your brain. Once a day, I 
do it, twenty minutes, from 
4:00 to 4:20—yes I get the 
irony of that, I don’t need 
weed—I sit in a chair, and I 
breathe, and the difference is 
profound.”

Bellace added anoth-
er point, which covered ef-
fective risk-taking through 
sports or music. Hywot Ayana 
’20 connected with Bellace’s 
idea that risks taken now can 
bring happiness later on in 
life.

Ayana said, “He spoke 
about the kind of risk-taking 
that makes you happier in 
twenty years and the kind of 
risk-taking that you can re-
flect back on and think ‘that 
was a great moment,’ wheth-
er or not it went positively 
or negatively. I hope that is 
something that I can car-
ry with me growing up that 
when I take that sort of risk 
I’m growing as a person, and 

I think that really strengthens 
the idea that your mistakes 
and failures can help you get 
where you want to go.”

Students like Zev Barden 
’20 enjoyed the presenta-
tion and thought Bellace 
was an excellent speaker. He 
liked the emphasis placed on 
achieving natural highs rath-
er than turning to substances.

Barden said, “It was a good 
message. It’s such a big issue 
at Andover this year—I think 
especially this year, but it’s 
been going on for a while—is 
this desire to turn to either 
substance or to abuse these 
unnatural highs. The studies 
that he displayed and the way 
that he was able to communi-
cate the importance of natu-
ral highs and feelings of eu-
phoria that would outweigh 
the ‘benefit’ of any harmful 
substance.”

Other students, like Mar-
ianne Bautista ’20, found the 
event’s interactivity appeal-
ing to the audience in addi-
tion to its content. 

Bautista said, “Other than 
having a Ph.D., he is also a 
standup comedian. His whole 
presentation was very fun-
ny and interactive, and it ap-
pealed to my peers and people 
my age.  He included statistics 
and personal experiences that 
really helped us get to know 
him better, and also knew 
how to speak using our lan-
guage and things we under-
stood, and it was a very suc-
cessful presentation.”

Editor’s Note: Peter Ling 
is an Advertising Manager for 
The Phillipian.

WILLIAM YUE

Matt Bellace merges  psychology, public speaking, and comedy to stress the impor-
tance of  natural  highs  and the dangers of  illicit drug use.

M.ZHANG/THE PHILLIPIAN
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Behind the Scenes 
of Cluster Dinners

Waffles, pancakes, and sug-
ary cereals replaced the usual 
dinner options on Wednesday, 
January 30 for Pine Knoll’s 
“Breakfast for Dinner” event. 
Upstairs, the tables were 
dressed with bright yellow 
tablecloths and littered with 
crayons and coloring sheets. 

Cluster Dinners are held in 
Paresky Commons an average 
of five times during the year, 
according to Andie Pinga ’19, 
co-president of West Quad 
South. Other cluster din-
ners this year were Abbot’s 
“Shrek” themed dinner and 
West Quad North’s “Chicken 
Little” themed dinner. 

According to Pinga, cluster 
dinners are an opportunity 
for the cluster’s personality 
and cluster spirit to show, as 
well as for the cluster coun-
cil to have fun with choosing 
decorations and themes. 

Pinga said, “I think the 
first purpose is just mainly 
to put some lively excitement 
into Commons dinner. Anoth-
er thing is to celebrate cluster 
pride, even though it’s open 
to the entire school. It’s one 
event that cluster council can 
put on and get funky with it, 
you know... put on decora-
tions and themes.”

Angelreana Choi ’19, Clus-
ter Co-President of Pine 
Knoll, said that her cluster 
tried to make their decora-
tions interactive. 

Choi said, “We put paper 
on all of the tables, and then 
we put out coloring books, 
word searches, crosswords 
and crayons, just so students 
and especially faculty kids 
would just have more of an 
opportunity to just be cre-
ative, so that was really fun.” 

According to Nicholas 
Masri ’19, Cluster Co-Pres-
ident of West Quad North, 
cluster dinners add fun vari-
ation to the usual Commons 
menu. 

Masri wrote in an email to 
The Phillipian, “ We think that 
at Andover you can easily sink 
into the routine and it’s cool 
to mix it up. Cluster dinners 
are a fun way to bring enthu-
siasm into peoples day with 
a creative theme and good 
food.”  

The clusters plan their din-

ner months ahead of the actu-
al event, when cluster council 
meet and start deciding on the 
different aspects of the the 
meal. According to Choi, the 
dates of cluster dinners come 
from a predetermined list.

Choi said, “Our cluster 
dean Dr. [David] Gardner 
had a list of potential dates...
and then Sam and I basically 
chose a random one.” 

After setting a date, cluster 
councils then select the type 
of food to be served. Campbell 
Munn ’19, Cluster Co-Presi-
dent of Abbot, explained how 
the Abbot cluster council 
picked the food from a pre-
viously fixed menu given to 
them by the Commons staff.

“Commons, these days, 
gives you a menu, and they 
give you options, and you 
can’t really mix and match 
anymore. For our cluster din-
ner, we ended up choosing 
something called ‘gameday’ 
and we got wings and sort of 
an American style football 
type food,” said Munn. 

The theme options were 
also provided in a list by Com-
mons along with food choices 
that accompany it. Accord-
ing to Sahil Tekchandani 
’19, Cluster Co-President of 
Flagstaff, the themes for each 
cluster usually repeat. 

Tekchandani said, “I think 
the theme is kind of rooted 
more in tradition. The same 
cluster have been doing the 
same kind of meals for the last 
couple of years.” 

Clusters look forward to 
hosting dinners not only to 
decorate, but for the commu-
nity-building that happens 
when planning, according to 
Tekchandani.

“I think the cluster din-
ners are a great way to kind 
of foster a sense of commu-
nity, not just within the clus-
ter, but kind of the whole 
school. I also think it could be 
something that as a group, as 
a cluster, and as a school we 
look forward to. I know the 
cluster council really looks 
forward to planning those 
events and the cluster council 
really looks forward to taking 
part. [It’s] something that a 
lot of kids welcome and look 
forward to and I think it’s just 
a great overall atmosphere 
that we produce,” said Tek-
chandani.

 

TANUSH MITTAL & 
ELIZABETH CHOU

speech by the founder of 
AAWPI, Diana Hwang, and 
opening remarks from Ayan-
na Pressley, a member of the 
U.S. House of Representatives 
from Massachusetts’ seventh 
congressional district.

AAWPI was moderated by 
Jessica Tang, the first person 
of color and member of the 
LGBTQIA+ community elect-
ed as President of the Boston 
Teacher’s Union. She hosted 
a panel in which members 
discussed different experi-
ences in politics and hopes 
for the future in regards to 
Asian-American women em-
powerment in politics. 

Those women have be-
gun the process of diversify-
ing political representation 
in the government, accord-
ing to Katherine Wang ’21, a 
Co-Founder of A.W.E .

“We were talking about 

how, in the future, the goal 
would be to not have an event 
like this at all because that 
would mean it is so common-
place that it’s unnecessary to 
celebrate,” said Wang.

In recent elections, the 
country has made historical 
wins with a record high of 
Asian-American women and 
women of color elected at 
the federal, state, and local 
level, according to the AAW-
PI website. Currently, four 
Asian-American women serve 
in the U.S. Congress, one in a 
statewide elective office, and 
Asian-American women hold 
37 out of the total 8,000 seats 
in state legislature, according 
to the AAWPI website.

Attendee Karen Sun ’20 
believes that these records of 
Asian-American women par-
ticipation in the government 
are breaking the stereotypes 
and expectations of the role 
of Asian-American women in 
society.

Sun wrote, “Through-

out Asian-American history, 
Asians have been deemed as 
foreign, pushing them out of 
public office and erasing their 
role in the political sphere. 
Asian-Americans have been 
denied a place in government 
and refused a political identi-
ty, and to see so many women 
countering this narrative and 
running for office gives me 
hope.” 

According to Sun, however, 
there is still much more to be 
done for the representation 
of Asian-American women in 
government.

Sun wrote, “[I would like 
to see] more Asian-American 
women running for office, 
higher rates of Asian voting 
participation, stronger Asian 
activist community, and 
more programs like AAWPI 
that support Asian American 
women in politics because as 
of now, the program is only in 
the Northeast.”

Newly-Elected Asian-Americans 
Gather for Conference to 
Discuss Representation

Continued  from A1, Column 5

Students attended an information session for “School Within A School,” a program that will take place during the spring term of 
the 2019-2020 school  year. The idea was proposed by Andrew Housiaux, Currie Family Director of the Tang Institute.  

S.BAHNASY/THE PHILLIPIAN

School Within a School
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Backpack = Unsatisfactory 
Rejected Superbowl Ads The Week’s Top Headlines

• Exterminator Hired By School to Deal With An 
Especially Relentless Infestation of Day Student 
Lowers in Gelb Science Center 

• “No 6s” English Teacher Wants At Least Eight Lay-
ers of Irony Per Interpretation of the Odyssey 

• World Interfaith Harmony Week Was Secretly a 
Front to Win Guinness World Record for Largest 
Blanket Ever Knitted

• Student Uses First February Free to Get Coffee 
With Their FBI Agent to Celebrate Their Return 

• “I don’t want to toot my own horn or anything, 
but…,” Says Student About to Toot Their Own 
Horn 

Classifieds For The Lovelorn...
Andover can be a lonely place, and it’s not always easy to meet new people. So every week, 
we highlight one real, actual student who is on this campus and looking for love (serious 

relationships only — we don’t advertise hook-ups). If interested in putting your name here, 
email rneplokh20@andover.edu

PAUL FRANKLIN HOLT BITLER ’21

Looking for someone who is kind, 
loving, and NOT from New York 
City. Preferably they like dogs and 
are NOT from New York City and 

it’d be lovely if they lived ANY-
WHERE EXCEPT New York City. 

Dealbreaker(s):
Doesn’t appreciate memes; Toe stuff; Weak-

willed

IDEAL DATE SPOT:
Terrace of Burtt, preferably with 

the Peanut Butter Jelly Song play-
ing in the background. 

Cool Facts About me!

• Best Dad Bod on campus
• Smile warms the heart of even 

the coldest soul
• A great hugger. 
• Has cool hats
• Smells like the essence of 

laying down to sleep after an 
especially long day

• Has been known to ball, but 
only on Tuesdays from 6:15-
8:00

• 

Campus Conspiracy Theorist 
Whips Up Theory On 

Missing Trees

This past week, failed 
conspiracy theorist Kev-
ward Foolingsworth o’20, 
or Kev, as he is affection-
ately called by no one at all, 
took his daily walk through 
the sanctuary as he does ev-
ery afternoon between the 
hours of 3 o’ clock and right 
before Nordic starts. “It’s 
really a quite simple rou-
tine. I know the exact width 
of each tree, and when I 
walk around to hug each 
one, I can almost immedi-
ately tell if one is missing.” 

Kev compares his co-de-
pendent relationship with 
these trees to that of close 
companionship. “By substi-
tuting all human contact for 
tree time, the bond we have 
slowly formed is unbreak-
able.” While conducting his 
routine tree count, though, 
this week Kev was hit with 
a gut-punch of an observa-
tion: exactly thirteen trees 
were missing. Like a chick-
en when it meets its end, 
Kev experienced involun-
tary explosive diarrhea as 
a result of his sudden and 
extreme distress. Howev-

er, Kev collected himself 
enough to both go back to 
Stuart House to change 
pants and also launch a full 
investigation. 

Even though progress 
was seriously hindered by 
his reluctance to launch a 
flyer campaign, he even-
tually came to a conclu-
sion: “You see it’s more 
complicated than just one 
answer, because you nev-
er know what exactly you 
don’t know. I’m feeling very 
ambivalent about sharing.. 
are you sure this interview 
won’t go anywhere?... ok. I 

believe that there’s a lep-
rechaun. Yes, yes, it sounds 
too obvious, but it’s out 
there and hurting inno-
cent trees.” With tear-filled 
eyes, Kev said, “It’s really 
a shame we live in a world 
infiltrated by these natu-
ral forces, things that with 
ruthlessly strip the com-
panions you love from your 
life.” Kev cut off the inter-
view at this point, but left 
us with a final plea: “Please, 
for the love of God, help me 
track down these [omitted]. 
These trees are all I have.”

KATIE WIMMER

Kevward Foolingsworth ’20  contemplating the accuracy 
of his theories

Phillips Academy Chicken Cutlets, 
orders will be taken as soon as Fall 

Term Animal Behavior ends

Bluboxes™️

An ad for VisitNebraska.org.uk, but 
just with a guy with a corn of cob 
saying “Equality before the law”

An advertisement that advertises the 
next advertisement

OVERHEARD On The Paths

“I sure do hope the winter 
squash crop survives with all 

these fluctuating temperatures”

“I told him! I said, ‘If you want the ultimate stock return 
on your investment, you’re gonna need to stop choosing 

based on which broker schmoozes you best that day.’”

“Dum-dum says 
What?”

“My dorm is under inves-
tigation for a hidden com-
puter recording dialogue 

between house counselors”

“Breaking toothpicks 
helps me control the 

unquenchable rage I feel 
most days”

 
“My teacher rejected my 

lunch invite on evite”

8P Reviews 
Technology: 
Phone Week

Nokia 3310
Pros:
• Practical
• Fits in Belt Holder (retails for 19.99 dollars plus shipping 

and handling)
• Ginormous chick magnet
Cons:
• Hard to update 
• Matches with your grandfather’s bed nurse
• Who are we kidding, the Nokia is perfect in every way 

Pros:
• You get to avoid the stress 

of dating because no one 
will ever go for you

• Sleek and innovative de-
sign makes it really easy 
to hold

• Pritty kullers make us 
happi

Pros:
• Everyone knows Daddy bought it for you
• Easier to check yourself out without people 

noticing
• Really great image resolution
Cons:
• The ‘X’ reminds you of X and how much you 

miss him :(
• No home button forces you to confront how 

your childhood is wasting away before your 
eyes and you may never truly have a real 
“home” ever again

• No headphone jack-- we’re still kind of mad 

iPhone X

Proprietors and co-conspirators of Communist movements would 
have you believe that the Eighth Page can be chained down, that it 

can be restricted or told what to print. That is not so, nor will it ever 
be, for the Eighth Page is its own entity–mighty and triumphant for 
all of time to come. It is proud, existing on a separate plane than the 
rest of the world’s humdrum journalism, and serves no master. You 

hear? Your serfs have no hand in our vast 1-page kingdom, for while 
it may seem small to you, we consistently struggle to fill it and 

please write for the Eighth Page. Pretty pretty please with a cherry 
on top.

Google Pixel Cons:
• All the assassination 

attempts on your life 
hurt after awhile (lit-
erally, though, bullet 
wounds don’t heal 
fast)

• Off-brand Siri has a 
less attractive voice 
(but that’s totally not 
what we’re into)

• Java is marxist
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Girls Varsity Squash Plays 
“With Integrity” At High School Nationals

Andover Girls Squash trav-
eled to Hartford, Conn. this 
past weekend to compete in 
the U.S. Head High School Na-
tionals. The top seven mem-
bers of the team competed in 
four matches throughout the 
weekend, securing seventh 
place overall and breaking 
even with a record of 2-2. 

At the tournament the team 
defeated both Baldwin JV and 
Taft 5-2 and fell to both Spen-
ce and Milton 4-3. 

Head Coach Jennifer Elliott 
’94 said, “U.S. Squash orga-
nizes annually a high school 
tournament that every year 
has attracted more and more 
schools. They separate the 
schools into different draws 
of 16 based upon their ratings 
of each of their players and 
success of the team through-
out the season… This year 
the strength of our program 
placed us in Division II.”

Andover brought a diverse 

set of players to represent the 
team. Chelsea Cho ’21, who 
has been out with an injury, 
came to coach at the tourna-
ment, while Serena Liu ’19 
participated as a practice play-
er. The top seven girls on the 
ladder competed at different 
experience levels and showed 
progress throughout the tour-
nament, according to Elliott. 

Elliott said, “I want to high-
light that Chelsea Cho… [was] 
a tremendously positive factor 
in the tournament. She’s an ex-
cellent coach, and in addition, 
she cares just so much and she 
wants to win so badly that her 
energy is really infectious.”

“I was really proud of [the 
top seven who played.] They 
played hard, with integrity, 
[and] they were fair. I think 
they all because they’re in re-
ally different places in their 
own individual game, they 
have different goals that they 
are working on, but I would say 
that Coach [Midori] Ishizu-
ka and I felt that each player 
made distinct progress,” added 
Elliott. 

Andover took on a variety 
of teams. The toughest match 
for the girls was their Satur-
day morning match against 
the Spence School, according 
to Saffron Agrawal ’21 and El-
liott.

Agrawal said, “Spence was 
hard for us emotionally and 
mentally… the individual 
matches were hard [for] some 
of the people lower on the lad-
der because the Spence girls 
were really experienced. It 
was also a little harder than 
the other ones especially be-
cause it was early in the morn-
ing and we didn’t have as much 
time to warm up.”

Elliott added, “We really 
had some opportunities where 
if we had won that match we 
would’ve found ourselves in 
the semis, so that was a little 
bit heartbreaking. Our ladder 
is stronger at the top. Our top 

three players, in particular, 
are our most experienced and 
seasoned players and so for a 
stretch we were banking on 
wins there, and hoping for a 
fourth win at [the lower spots 
on the ladder]. The Spen-
ce team actually had a pretty 
strong number three and so 
we lost at that spot, which put 
us in a little bit of a different 
position.”

According to Captain Skyler 
Spaulding ’20, this weekend 
highlighted a few areas for im-
provement, and in the remain-
der of the season, the team 
hopes to improve its prepara-
tion and skills.

Spaulding said, “I think 
overall we should be a lot 
more aggressive during our 
matches, being graceful to our 
opponents but being aggres-
sive with our shots and shot 
selection. Specifically I mean 
hunting, which is preparation, 
so, getting back to the [center 
of the court] early and having 
your racket up; anticipation, 
watching your opponent and 
trying to volley everything; 
and then determination, so 
being committed to every ball 
that you hit.”

Overall, the team came to-
gether and supported one an-
other through their losses and 
wins during the tournament, 
according to Charlotte Too-
good ’20.

Toogood said,“I think team 
tournaments always show the 
true character of the team, 
because we made sure not to 
blame anyone if they lost. Like 
we lost as a team, we didn’t 
lose because of anyone. So, just 
making sure if you lost your 
match, you didn’t feel like it 
was your fault or that you were 
bringing down the team. Just 
making sure that everyone 
feels equal responsibility.”

PHOEBE BICKS

GIRLSSQUASH
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For over twenty years, Martha 
Fenton ’83, West Quad North Clus-
ter Dean and Instructor in Ath-
letics, has led a workout program 
every Tuesday and Friday during 
fifth period. According to mem-
bers of the class, the program is a 
source of light-hearted competi-
tion and a fun way to get active on 
campus. 

“It’s a really positive environ-
ment. There’s no pressure, there’s 
no bad competitiveness. It’s only 
good stuff,” said Midori Ishizuka 
’11, Teaching Fellow in History, 
who attended the class frequently 
in the fall.

Fenton wanted to begin the 
program because she found that 
there were not many opportunities 
for faculty members to convene 
outside of classes. The program 
has attracted faculty and staff from 
various departments, ranging from 
the History, Art, and Technology 
Departments, to library staff mem-
bers, according to Fenton.

“I looked and saw that we have 
all of these offerings for students 
to exercise together in groups but 
didn’t have a lot of opportunities 
for faculty and staff to get togeth-
er and do that. We meet Tuesdays 
and Fridays from 12:00 p.m. to 
1:00 p.m. I wanted to do it at a time 
when we could get staff to do it. If 
you do it early in the morning or in 
the evening, that allows staff to not 
arrive or have left campus. I want-
ed to make sure it was available to 
all the adult members of the com-
munity,” said Fenton.

The workout usually consists 
of a brief dynamic warm-up along 
with a few minutes on the tread-
mill. Fenton will vary the workout 
day-to-day, but it usually involves 
a competitive aspect, according to 
Ishizuka.

Ishizuka said, “We all warm-up 
on the bikes or on a cardio machine 
for a few minutes and we do some 
dynamic stretching. When it’s time 
to do the actual workout, Martha 
will explain how it is, which is usu-
ally some sort of superset workout, 
or it will be different circuits with 
times, or maybe we’ll use a deck 
of cards and each number or each 
suit represents a number of reps, or 
maybe we’ll split into teams.”

According to Fenton, the 
workouts typically feature varied, 

high-intensity functional move-
ments similar to those which 
might be found in the popular 
training philosophy CrossFit. 

Fenton said, “What I do is the 
same kind of workouts that I do 
with [ Andover Girls Hockey and 
Andover Field Hockey] teams and 
they’re really functional move-
ments. Functional training is sort 
of crossfit-style workouts. We’ve 
definitely evolved over the years 
and used lots of different spaces. 
We try to go outside when we can, 
we use the stadium, we just try to 
do different things all of the time.”

Ishizuka said, “It’s pretty easy 
to jump in. As with most workouts, 
you can take it at your level, so if 
there are weights, you don’t have 
to lift as heavy,” said Ishizuka.

According to Fenton, there 
are other faculty workout groups 
which meet throughout the week, 
such as faculty/staff basketball on 
Sundays, indoor soccer club on 
Wednesday nights, volleyball, and 
curling.

Fenton said, “It’s people’s ef-
forts to build community. I think 
for me, that was a big part of why 
I wanted to [create this program] 
because we’re a big school with a 
large faculty and staff and not that 
many opportunities for people to 
get together in social settings. I 
looked at it as an opportunity to get 
people together to do something 
that’s healthy but also hopefully 
fun.”

Martha Fenton ’83 Fosters 
Fun Competition 

with Faculty Workout Program
ABBY RYAN

 After a 7-0 sweep against 
Phillips Exeter Academy in its 
first match of the 2019 Head 
U.S. High School Nation-
al Championships, Andover 
Boys Squash went on to defeat 
HLM and Hopkins 6-1 and 5-2 
respectively. The team later 
fell to the Pingry School 3-4, 
finishing second place out of 
16 teams in Division II, seven 
spots higher than the team’s 
ninth place finish last year.

Leading up to the tourna-
ment the team worked to im-
prove its technique and mental 
toughness during practice, ac-
cording to Erik Wang ’21.

Wang said, “We focused a 
lot on consistency, hitting good 
length, and hitting tight rails 
without shooting too much and 
going for short shots without 
purpose. We also worked on 
our mental strength, keeping 

our head in the game, even if 
we were losing. I think we felt 
more prepared practicing that 
and executed that pretty well at 
Nationals.”

According to Siddhant Sinha 
’21 and Head Coach John Rob-
erts, the team’s strengths of 
depth and discipline on court 
were defining factors in its suc-
cess.

Sinha said, “I think our depth 
is very good, so we win a lot of 
our tough matches at the bot-
tom of the ladder. That helps 
us because if some teams have 
very good top players, we’re 
able to make up for it with our 
strong players on the bottom.”

Roberts said, “The main 
strength of the team was its 
mental toughness and determi-
nation. None of the four match-
es were by any means straight 
forward and in a tournament 
like this where nerves can play 
a factor, it really becomes about 
discipline on the court and be-
ing patient. All the boys did an 
excellent job of this.”

A highlight of the tour-
nament was Andover’s close 
semi-final match against Hop-
kins, where the team’s deter-
mination helped it secure a vic-
tory, according to Captain Alex 
Bernhard ’19 and Joe Kacergis 
’19.

“We had a really tough match 
in the semis that I thought ev-
eryone performed really well 
on. I think every one of the sev-
en matches was winnable but 
also losable, but people really 
did well even though there was 
some pressure,” said Bernhard.

Kacergis said, “Our semi-fi-
nals against Hopkins was a lot 
of fun. That was one where 
even though it was a 5-2 win, 
all the matches were close, and 
everyone played very well. It 
was fun to watch and play, and 
winning a very close match like 

that was exciting for everyone.”
Kacergis commended fourth 

seed Arthur Nguyen ’22 on his 
consistently strong perfor-
mances throughout the week-
end. According to Nguyen, 
Kacergis also stood out, saving 
multiple match points to beat 
his Hopkins opponent in five 
sets.

Kacergis said, “Arthur Nguy-
en played very well, he is the 
[Junior] on the team, and 
he’s playing four right now. 
Throughout the entire week-
end he stayed very calm and 
consistent. Especially because 

he played as [fourth seed], and 
the way Nationals works is that 
[the fourth seed] is the last 
match to play. He typically had 
the entire crowd watching him 
every time, yet he remained 
very calm and played very well, 
despite having all the pressure 
on him.”

Nguyen said, “For me, Joe 
Kacergis stood out this week-
end. He gave maximum effort 
and hanged in there when he 
was faced with high pressure 
situations. Especially in the 
match against Hopkins, Joe’s 
opponent had several match 

points in the fifth set, but he 
persisted and won.”

Overall, the team is proud 
of its effort, and looks forward 
for the rest of the season, ac-
cording to Roberts.

Roberts said, “I couldn’t 
have been prouder of the team. 
They carried themselves ex-
tremely well on and off the 
court which isn’t always easy 
to do in pressure situations. 
We had a really enjoyable 
weekend bonding as a team 
and look forward to the rest of 
the season.”

 

LILLIE COOPER

Boys Squash Places Second at High School Nationals

Andover Boys Squash placed second out of 16 teams at the US High School National Championship this past week-
end.
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In addition to leading the faculty 
workout program, Matha Fenton 
’83 coaches Girls Ice Hockey and 
Field Hockey. 

T.WEI/THE PHILLIPIAN
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On the penalty kill, Chris Ho-
cevar ’21 intercepted a pass, took 
it down the ice, and fired it into 
the net to make his second goal of 
the game. This shot put Andover 
Boys Hockey up 2-1 against Bel-
mont Hill early in the game, cul-
minating in a 6-3 win on Friday. 

In the win, Andover was able 
to gain the lead with an effective 
offense, according to Matt Veneri 
’21. 

“We entered the offensive 
zone really well and we peppered 
the goalie with shots and pro-
duced a lot of offensive chances” 
said Veneri. 

However, Andover wasn’t able 
to keep the momentum after the 
win as they lost two games in a 
row against Dexter Southfield 
and Kimball Union in a row, put-
ting its record at 13-8-1.

On Saturday, Andover lost 5-2 
against Dexter team due to a slow 
start, according to Head Coach 

Paul Tortorella ’80 and Hocevar.
“Right from the start we had 

some bad luck. A bad bounce 
here, and an iffy penalty there. 
We were down two goals right 
away but I was proud of the way 
we pressured them,” wrote Tor-
torella in an email to The Phillip-
ian. 

Hocevar added, “Besides us 
missing a lot of players, we sim-
ply didn’t have the energy that we 
had in previous games. The ener-
gy didn’t come until later in the 
second and third period which 
was tough because if that game 
went on a bit longer, we could’ve 
had them.”

On Wednesday, Andover also 
lost 5-4 to Kimball Union Acad-
emy despite leading 4-3 after the 
second period.

According to Veneri, Andover 
lost its lead due to a lack of focus 
and energy.

“In the last period, we weren’t 
really capitalizing on our chanc-
es. I felt proud of how we played 
because we generated a lot of 
offense, but we couldn’t put the 
puck in the back of the net,” said 
Veneri.

Andover will face Governor’s 
at home on Friday.

BOYSHOCKEY

Andover Wins 
One of Three Games

LUCAS KIM

With a minute and a half left 
in the game, Co-Captain Kel-
ly McCarthy ’19 charged to the 
goal and scored an empty-netter, 
securing a decisive 3-0 win for 
Andover against Lawrence Acad-
emy on Tuesday. The team’s re-
cord now stands at 9-4-3.

Molly MacQueen ’21 said, 
“[The goal] was really important 
for us to make [a] statement at 
the end of the game and to real-
ly give us a more definitive win. 
I think [McCarthy] really putting 
in that extra grit and that extra 
effort in the last little bit made a 
big difference in how we’ll look 
back on the game.”

According to Co-Captain Em-
ily Batchelor ’19, the team main-
tained unison in the offensive 
and defensive lines. 

“There was a lot of good cy-
cling, which we can continue to 
improve on so we can go into our 
next few games with the same 
intensity in the offensive zone.… 
It was good for us to bounce back 
from last week and get these two 
wins. I think it’s a good boost for 
us, especially going into a super 
tough game this Saturday,” said 

Batchelor. 
On Saturday, the team defeat-

ed New Hampton 5-1 in what had 
been anticipated to be a close 
match-up. Andover’s skill set is 
more diverse and developed than 
New Hampton’s, according to 
Lilly Feeney ’20.

“In terms of goaltending, I 
thought that we were stronger. I 
think we outshot them by a lot, 
which led to why we scored so 
many goals. I thought we played 
really well on man-to-man cov-
erage in the defensive zone...
Our neutral zone play was very 
strong, as well.” said Feeney.

According to Batchelor and 
Brooke Keough ’19, the team 
maintained its intensity and 
played to its fullest potential for 
the entirety of the game. 

The team will face Williston 
away on Saturday. 

Andover Secures Two Victories 
Following Losses last Week

ABBY RYAN
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GIRLSHOCKEY

Bridget Santos ’21  plays defense for Andover Girls Hockey and has been a member of the team since her Junior 
year. 
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In first heat of the 600-Meter 
race, ahead of the rest of the pack, 
Abby Otterbein PG’19 clenched a 
win, finishing by less than a second 
in front of Sadie Cheston-Harris 
’20. The Uppers and Seniors of 
the Andover Girls Indoor Track 
& Fields claimed a first place fin-
ish on Wednesday finishing with 
56 points ahead of Landmark and 
Chase Collegiate, who scored 22 
and 2, respectively. 

Andover won the shot put, 
300-Meter, 600-Meter, and Long 
Jump events. According to Amy 
Chew ’20, a standout competi-
tor in the long jump was Melanie 
Cheung ’20 who earned first place 
in the event and set a personnel 
record with a distance of 16-05.25.

Otterbein. after her primary 
event was dropped, entered into 
the 300-Meter dash and narrowly 
edged out her competitor by two 
tenths of a second, according to 
Sadie Cheston-Harris ’20. 

“Last minute, both of the 1000- 
[Meter] runners from our school 
and one of the other schools de-
cided to drop that race so she 
switched into the 300-[Meter 
race] last minute…[and] she won,” 
she said.

The Juniors and Lowers, how-
ever, travelled to Phillips Exeter 
Academy on Wednesday. Char-
lotte Whitehurst ’22 found an ex-
tra burst of energy at the end of 
the 1 mile race to finish in the top 
spot and set a personal record with 
a time of 5:41.76. Despite White-
hurst’s efforts, Andover finished 
in second ahead of Governor’s and 
behind Exeter, who scored 83 and 
27 points, respectively. 

“This was a really exciting meet, 
because the underclassmen were 
able to scope out the competition ... 
Even though [the lowerclassmen] 
didn’t win, I was really impressed 
by everyone’s performances today. 
Exeter has a really strong track 
team, and always pushes us to 

higher levels of competition,” said 
Co-Captain Georgia Ezell ’19.

Andover will compete away 
at Exeter for its Andover-Exeter 
meet next Wednesday.

Two Meets, One Day: Andover 11th and 
12th Graders Claim Victory

LUKE BOSHAR

GIRLSINDOORTRACK&FIELD

Sadie Cheston-Harris ’20 broke 
her personal record in the 300m, 
running it in 46.65 seconds.
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Andover Wins 37 Matches at Tournament

After his match proceeded 
into triple overtime, first-year 
wrestler Arnav Bhakta ’22 
defeated his opponent from 
Thayer at the Northern Invi-
tational Tournament on Sat-
urday. 

At the tournament, Ando-
ver Wrestling had a total of 
six Northern New England 
Champions, two of which 
claimed their titles as first-
year wrestler. The team won 
the tournament with a score of 
221 points and won 37 match-
es in its competition against 14 
other teams. 

According to Coach Rich 
Gorham, this match was Bhak-
ta’s first ever and was one of 
the highlights of the tourna-
ment.

“He has never even seen a 
wrestling tournament before, 
and he won it in the finals in 

triple overtime, which as many 
overtimes as you can ever get 
in a wrestling match… In the 
third overtime he scored two 
points to win the match. Any-
one who was there would tell 
you it was the match of the 
tournament” said Gorham. 

According to Vinny Mari-
no ’19, Bhakta’s match was a 
unique moment in Marino’s 
experience as a wrestler due 
to Bhakta being at a disadvan-
tage in his weight class. 

“I’ve been wrestling for 
eight years and that has nev-
er happened to me before. It’s 
his first year wrestling, first 
ever tournament, he worked 
hard and got away with it. He 
also weighed 9 pounds under-
weight, which is a huge dis-
advantage, so to have that and 
still win the tournament in his 
first year is really impressive.” 
said Marino. 

Ellerman Mateo ’21 also 
earned a title in his first year 
as a wrestler. 

Co-Captain Eamon Garri-

ty-Rokous ’20 said, “Both Ar-
nav’s win in triple overtime, 
that was pretty huge and the 
whole team was pumped up 
for him to win that match and 
then Ellerman who is also a 
first year wrestler who won 
in the tournament. It’s really 
sensational to have two first 
year wrestlers win in the tour-
nament.”

According to Coach Gor-
ham, the team developed its 
confidence on Saturday.

Coach Gorham said, “After 
what’s been a kind of medi-
ocre season so far, we really 
blossomed on Saturday...We 
started to develop confidence, 
we have had a lot of wrestlers 
and certainly our first years 
who don’t have a lot of con-
fidence because they are just 
learning, but even some of our 
better wrestlers too...They be-
gan to believe in themselves 
and wrestle more aggressive-
ly.” 

This Friday, Andover will 
host Interscholastic Class A. 

SARAH KARLEN
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Sprinting down the last 
stretch, Michael Turner ’20 
edged out his opponent by 2.22 
seconds to secure first place 
in the mile race with a time 
of 4:52.44. His effort contrib-
uted to the 90-37-16 victory 
Andover Boys Track and Field 
won over Landmark and Chase 
Collegiate in the 11th and 12th 
grade meet on Wednesday. The 
9th and 10th grade members 
traveled away for a tri-meet 
against Phillips Exeter Acade-
my and Governor’s, where they 
placed second with 48 points.

Leading up to the meets, 
the team focused on staying 
healthy through warming up 
properly, according to Kareem 
Hill ’19.

Hill said, “A lot of the things 
we’ve been working on dif-
ferent from last year is that 
we wanted to maintain ev-
erybody’s health… One of the 
things we do in practice is an 
elongated warm up because 
the warmup is as important as 
the race itself, because if you’re 
not healthy then you can’t run 
to your full potential.”

Despite having a smaller 
team and less recovery time in 
between events, Andover was 
able to perform well, accord-
ing to Captain Owen Glover 
’19.

Glover said, “I think the 
most challenging aspect of to-
day’s meet was how quickly the 
events occurred after one an-
other because there was only 
one heat of every race. There 
was no Girl’s Mile, no girls in 
the Two Mile, so everything 
went by so quickly that there 
wasn’t nearly enough time to 
recover between races.”

In the 9th and 10th grade 
meet, team chemistry stood 
out in the 4x100 Meter and 
4x400 Meter relays, according 
to Zach Moynihan ’21.

Moynihan said, “It’s al-
ways tough to lose, but I think 
that our team showed a really 
strong performance this meet, 
it was a lot of fun. It’s really 
great to see the camaraderie 
among the 9th and 10th grad-
ers… the support that every-
body gave each other, that’s 
something that really stood 
out for me this meet.”

Andover will race at Exeter 
on Wednesday.

Andover   90

Landmark   37

BOYSINDOORTRACK&FIELD

Andover Dominates in 
Upperclassman Meet

LILLIE COOPER & 
JAKE JORDAN

Andover

Exeter

48

75

Chase Collegiate   16

Governors    8

Landmark  2

Andover won in a variety of weight classes at their tournament on Satur-
day. 
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After falling behind ear-
ly against Thayer, Co-Captain 
Dallion Johnson ’20 scored 13 
of the Andover’s 38 points in 
the second half to help the team 
win 58-45 on Friday. Andover 
Boys Basketball also went on 
to beat St. Sebastian’s 69-39 on 
Saturday, bringing its overall re-
cord to 12-6. 

According to Marcus Filien 
PG’19, one important factor in 
Andover’s comeback against 
Thayer was its defensive inten-
sity, especially in the second 
half.

Filien added, “We had energy 
and played as a collective unit. 
Those two things combined 
help us win the game. The game 
wasn’t pretty by any stretch, but 
we pulled out a win nonethe-
less.”

According to Head Coach 
Terrell Ivory ’00, in the sec-
ond half, Andover’s defensive 
success was complemented by 
free throws on offense. Despite 

shooting zero free throws in the 
first half, in the second half, the 
team made 12 out of 14 attempts 
from the foul line. 

Another key to Andover’s 
success against Thayer was its 
ability to defend and not allow 
many points, according to Ivory. 
Excluding free throws, Andover 
only allowed four Thayer play-
ers to score in the second half.

With ten different scorers in 
the game against St. Seb’s, An-
dover played a well as a team, 
especially offensively, accord-
ing to Coach Ivory and Johnson.

Coach Ivory said, “It was nice 
because we got a chance to give 
some guys who normally don’t 
get to play, and they did a good 
job. I think one of the players 
that stood out especially today 
was Justin Hoyt [PG’19]. I think 
he had 13 points and he played 
really well. He shot the ball well 
and played good defense. And 
then Nick Thomas [’21] played 
really well. Not only did he have 
some good offensive plays, but 
he passed the ball really well.”

“We played together as one. 
Everybody was scoring, which 
led us to a great team win. How-
ever, we still have things that 
we can work and improve on. 
We have to constantly practice 
rebounding and communicat-
ing on defense,” added Johnson.

Andover will play at Cush-
ing this Friday, Williston 
Northampton at home on Sat-
urday, and St. Paul’s away next 
Wednesday.

Second Half Surge
Fuels Victory Over Thayer

LUKE BOSHAR

BOYSBASKETBALL
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Co-Captain Dallion Johnson ’20 scored 13 of the team’s points in the sec-
ond half.
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Jacob Buehler ’19

[Andrew Wang ’16] was more dedicated than any guy I 
ever met. He would always stay after practice to lift and do 

core. Even though he didn’t have a lot of talent naturally, he was an 
exceptional runner because he worked so hard. He was good because 

he made himself good, in a way that I think a lot of other people 
weren’t willing to sacrifice. He was a really big inspiration to 

me. I wanted to be like him.

Justin Wang ’19

What I’ll remember most is improving. I’ve 
been in track for three years and I’ve never 

really been the greatest runner in track, but it’s been 
fun to just get progressively better throughout the three 

years. Especially alongside the team, it’s been such a 
good experience. 

Angel Cleare ’19

I love when we play games at practice. I 
like running a lot, I could see myself 

running in the future. 

Timothy “Timmer” 
Verhaegh PG’19

This is my first year at Andover and I 
hope to compete in college. My favorite 

part of being on track is getting close with 
all the throwers everyday at practice. 

Miley Kaufman ’19

I love how relaxing it is to just show up to 
practice and focus on perfecting one motion. 

It’s kind of a brain break after a long school day. I 
also love the throwers barbecue at the end of the sea-

son, because it’s a really fun way to celebrate our 
wins and be together one last time before the 

seniors graduate.

INDOORTRACK&FIELD

Senior Reflections

S.BHANASY/THE PHILLIPIAN

O.TUNG/THE PHILLIPIAN

S.BHANASY/THE PHILLIPIAN

For coverage of the rest of 
indoor track’s seniors, read 
Captain and Athlete of the 

Week features on B6 and B7.

D.OWYANG/THE PHILLIPIAN

Coach Features
INDOORTRACK&FIELD

Coach Nick Zufelt
My favorite aspect of coaching is helping student-athletes learn 
the process of improvement.  In an event like the pole vault, which 
brings together agility, speed, grace, mental clarity, and a level 
of attention to detail, it is easy to feel a bit lost in the process.  If 
you are focusing on your plant, then you might not execute your 
approach or your swing correctly.  It takes some time before an 
athlete gets to a point where they can work on improving one piece 
of the event without sacrificing the quality of all the others.

Coach Rafael Kelman
I ran track in high school, 
but not college. I ran mid-
dle distance and did long 
jump; I never excelled, but 
I enjoyed it.

Coach Lani Silversides
I was a state champion and school recorder holder in 100-Meter 
and 300-Meter hurdles in high school. I ran as a varsity athlete in 
those two events and the 4x1 and 4x4 relays all four years of high 
school. I actually started running track in a summer program in 
York around seven or eight years old. I used to do shot put, long 
jump, triple jump, hurdles, and running events until I got to high 
school and zeroed in on hurdles and relays.

Coach Mackenzie Hess
I love seeing student-athletes try something new even if they are 
not attempting to be the best at that event. I also get extremely 
excited to see student-athletes PR... I came to Andover without 
knowing much about boarding school or New England. My 
career advisor at the University of Wisconsin reached out with 
this job opening and I applied because I was so excited to see a 
teaching job come across my inbox. It was a great fit right out of 
Undergrad and I have loved living in a new part of the country!

Coach Kurt Prescott
I started running track when I was nine, where I 
competed in the USATF summer leagues. From there, I 
went on to compete in middle school, high school, and 
ultimately at Dartmouth College, where I specialized in 
the triple jump. That said, I was also a middle distance 
sprinter, hurdler, and long jumper at various points 
during my track career.

Coach Patrick Farrell
I high jumped early in my 
track career before moving 
to long jump, triple jump, 
200-Meter and 400-Meter...
As a STEM person, I do not
believe in superstitions.

Coach Jermaine Matheson
Seeing an athlete do some-
thing they didn’t think they 
could do [brings me joy]... 
I need a fresh piece of gum 
before the meet begins. Coach 
[John] Rex usually has some.

T.WEI/THE PHILLIPIAN A.BHAT/THE PHILLIPIAN
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Look...you have the greatest 
quarterback and the greatest 
head coach in their ninth Super 
Bowl together versus a 24 year 
old quarterback and 32 year old 
head coach. Did you expect dif-
ferent results? 

Super Bowl LIII was the an-
tithesis of this N.F.L. season, 
wherein defense and punters 
were the main act, and exciting 
offense was nonexistent. With 
both the Patriots and Rams in the 
top five in points per game this 
year, the world anticipated a high 
scoring, back and forth, and ex-
citing Super Bowl between “the 
past” and “the future.” 

But what happened? The ex-
perience of the Patriots and Head 
Coach Bill Belichick PG’71 got 
the best of the young Rams Head 
Coach Sean McVay and Quarter-
back Jared Goff.

As a diehard Rams fan, I’ve 
seen every game this year. I 
watched them score 54 points 
against the Chiefs, 38 against the 
Vikings, and 36 against the Se-
ahawks, so I was expecting this 
game to follow suit. I thought 
to myself, “Brady isn’t that good 
anymore,” and “Did you see 
Gronk try to tackle that guy on 
the Dolphins?” But it turns out 
that I was exactly who the Pa-
triots were targeting when they 
said, “We’re still here!” I was a 
doubter, and my confidence in 
the Rams was too high because I 
failed to respect the two biggest 
deciding factors in this game: 
The experience of the Patriots 
and Bill Belichick. 

What Belichick saw: The 
Rams were primarily a running 
team this year, using its ground 
attack to set up play action pass-
es and give quarterback Jared 
Goff a clean pocket. Because of 

the threat posed by M.V.P. can-
didate Todd Gurley, who led the 
N.F.L. in touchdowns and was 
third in rushing yards during the 
regular season, Goff was able to 
succeed in the play action game. 
The Rams ran play action on 35% 
of Goff’s passes, the highest rate 
in the N.F.L., and led the league 
in yards and touchdowns on 
such plays. In every Rams loss 
this year, however, the team had 
fewer than 20 rushing attempts 
and 100 rushing yards, which il-
lustrates that they are severely 
handicapped when heavily de-
pending on Goff. 

Furthermore, Goff is a com-

pletely different quarterback 
under pressure. When passing 
without pressure, Goff threw for 
27 touchdowns and seven inter-
ceptions. When under pressure, 
however, Goff threw for a mea-
sly five touchdowns and five 
interceptions whereas Brady 
threw for nine touchdowns un-
der pressure. In addition, Goff 
also had the 32nd lowest com-
pletion percentage under pres-
sure among 38 qualifiers. In the 
team’s lowest-scoring output of 
the regular season, a 15-6 loss to 
the Bears, Goff was pressured on 
25 of his 48 throws, the highest 
percentage of pressures all year. 

All of these stats show one thing: 
in order to beat the Rams, you 
have to stop the run and force 
Goff to beat you. And if you want 
the Rams to have no chance, you 
must also put as much pressure 
on Goff as possible.

What happened in the game: 
The Patriots forced the potent 
Rams’ offense into the lowest 
scoring output of the season, and 
the lowest points scored in Super 
Bowl history. They stopped the 
run, holding the Rams to only 
57 rushing yards on 17 attempts. 
They covered the Rams receivers 
exceptionally well and confused 
Goff with their coverages, which 

allowed for pressure to reach 
Goff before he could make a good 
throw. He was pressured on 18 of 
his 42 throws (42.9%), and under 
pressure he was 4-14 with one 
interception, and only 47 yards, 
which is 5 yards per attempt few-
er than his average. He was also 
sacked 4 times, the second high-
est total against Goff all year. Goff 
finished only 19-38 for 229 yards, 
one interception and no touch-
downs, a generously mediocre 
game for any quarterback.  

Experience is Important: 
Even though Tom Brady was 
pretty pedestrian for most of 
the game, his fourth quarter go-
ahead touchdown drive to give 
the Patriots a 7-point lead ex-
emplified how his Super Bowl 
experience prepared him by not 
letting the moment get too big 
for him. With 9:49 left in a 3-3 
game, Brady went 4-4 on 67 yard 
touchdown drive. This drive was 
capped by a beautifully thrown 
ball to Rob Gronkowski for a 29-
yard strike down to the Rams 
2-yard line to set up a Sony Mi-
chel rushing touchdown on the 
next play.

For the Rams on the other 
hand, McVay and Goff did not 
appear ready for primetime. Goff 
played horribly and missed easy 
throws throughout the game; 
most notably the potential go-
ahead touchdown pass to Bran-
din Cooks in the back of the end 
zone late in the third quarter. 
In the most important moment 
for the Rams, on the ensuing 
drive after the Patriots’ go-ahead 
touchdown, Goff threw an egre-
gious interception from the Pa-
triots 27-yard line with 4:18 left, 
effectively ending the game and 
showing the world the moment 
was too big for him. 

The Future: Brady and Beli-
chick may be getting older, but 
they showed that they’re “still 
here.” While everyone keeps pre-
dicting the end of their dynasty, 
they proved that good coaching 
and unmatched experience will 
keep them in contention for the 
foreseeable future. 

For Rams fans out there, this is 
no time to panic. They have one 
of the best young head coaches, 
who is also texts Belichick after 
games, a young and talented ros-
ter, and now they have some big 
game experience. Hopefully this 
was just a stepping stone to a 
bigger picture: a dynasty like the 
Patriots. Now it’s time to keep 
building, take the next step, and 

SPORTS OPINION

SEBASTIAN LIPSTEIN

Experience Vs. Inexperience

The Los Angeles Rams and 
New England Patriots clashed 
in Super Bowl LIII last Sun-
day night. Predicted to be a 
shootout, the game was her-
alded as the result of a sea-
son marked by increased of-
fensive play and staggering 
point totals. However, with a 
final score of 13-3, the game 
was the lowest scoring Super 
Bowl in N.F.L. history. How 
did this happen? The game ul-
timately came down to defen-

sive schemes and the ability to 
adapt and adjust. With skilled 
coaches for both teams in every 
phase of the game, the match-
up was set to be an exercise in 
intellect and football acumen. 

Earlier this season, the 
Rams defeated the Kansas 
City Chiefs 54-51 in a Monday 
Night Football game that to-
taled 105 points. Punts were 
rare, and the Rams scored dou-
ble-digit points every quarter. 
What made Super Bowl LIII 
starkly different were the de-
fensive coaches on both teams 
-- Defensive Coordinator Wade 
Phillips for the Rams, and Head 
Coach Bill Belichick PG’71 and 
Defensive Play-Caller Brian 
Flores for the Patriots-- who 
enacted perfect schemes to 
counter the other’s elite of-
fense. 

The Rams managed to exert 
substantial pressure on Brady 
with star Defensive Tack-
les Aaron Donald, two-time 
reigning Defensive Player of 
the Year, and Ndamukong Suh, 
former All-Pro, eventually get-
ting one sack, forcing a rare 
Brady fumble, which was re-
covered by Patriots. Due to this 

constant pressure, Brady was 
rattled for the majority of the 
game, and it showed. He threw 
an interception on his first 
pass attempt of the game, and 
had numerous errant throws. 
To make matters worse, the 
Rams defensive front stymied 
the Patriots rushing attack and 
screen game, forcing Brady to 
drop back and attempt even 
more difficult throws. Despite 
this initial offensive trouble, it 
was Brady, having unlocked the 
key to the Rams defense, who 
put together the game’s only 
touchdown drive. Brady did so 
by making beautiful throws to 
tight end Rob Gronkowski and 
Super Bowl M.V.P. Julian Edel-
man. After a 29-yard Gronkow-
ski diving catch, running back 
Sony Michel capped off the 
drive on a 2-yard touchdown 
with seven minutes remaining 
on the clock. 

The Patriots’ defensive 
strategy, on the other hand, 
aimed to rattle young quarter-
back Jared Goff with disguised 
coverages, and increased zone 
looks (40% of their defen-
sive snaps on pass plays were 
in zone, much more than the 

predominantly man-coverage 
oriented Patriots in the regular 
season), as well as heavy blitz-
es and heightened pressure. 
The team ultimately succeed-
ed, sacking Goff four times and 
constantly flushing him out of 
the pocket, forcing him to at-
tempt difficult throws. 

The dominance of the Pa-
triots defensive line also sti-
fled the vaunted Rams rushing 
game, with M.V.P.-caliber run-
ning back Todd Gurley rushing 
for only 3.5 yards per carry and 
35 yards total, and auxiliary 
back C.J. Anderson chipping 
in only 22 yards at 3.1 YPC. In 
terms of pass defense, Beli-
chick and Flores executed their 
plan to put Stephon Gilmore 
on No. 1 wideout and speed-
ster Brandin Cooks, and dou-
ble-team formidable receiver 
Robert Woods, as to force Goff 
to throw to his tertiary targets. 
Outside of Cooks and Woods, 
the Rams pass-catchers totaled 
a mere 39 receiving yards. Even 
when defensive coverage was 
blown, great hustle from Pa-
triots CB Jason McCourty pre-
vented a wide-open Brandin 
Cooks touchdown. The con-

stant pressure and great cov-
erage eventually forced Goff 
into an inadvisable throw, a go 
route to Brandin Cooks, which 
was intercepted by corner Ste-
phon Gilmore, effectively end-
ing the game after the offense 
capitalized on the turnover 
and scored a game-sealing 
field goal. 

Ultimately, the game was 
a chess match; a duel of wits 
pitting Coach Sean McVay 
and Defensive Coordinator 
Wade Phillips against Coach 
Bill Belichick and Defensive 
Signal-Caller Brian Flores. 
The Patriots, in the end, were 
the ones to call checkmate, as 
the defensive scheme was too 
much for inexperienced QB 
Jared Goff and the Ram’s of-
fense to handle. With an added 
spurt of clutch offensive play 
from future Hall of Famer Tom 
Brady, the Patriots comfortably 
secured the win and their 6th 
title in 18 years. This game was 
about intellect and versatility, 
and the ability to adjust and 
adapt, qualities that the Rams 
failed to exhibit and the once-
again Super Bowl Champion 
Patriots did.

PREM PRABHAKAR

Super Bowl LIII a “Duel of Wits”
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Myra Bhathena ’22 Shatters School Record 

Completing the Girls 55-Me-
ter Hurdles in 9.00 seconds, Myra 
Bhathena ’22 broke the school re-
cord last week as a Junior. In ad-
dition to being a member of the 
Indoor Track & Field team, Bha-
thena was also a member of An-
dover Girls Soccer in the fall. 

According to teammate Char-
lotte Whitehurst ’22, Bhathena’s 
dedication to the team and skill in 
Track makes her a critical mem-
ber of the team.

Whitehurst said, “Myra brings 
a unique energy to the team. She 
shows up to practice early every-
day and she is so happy and ready 
to go. Myra keeps all focused and 
she helps us manage our nerves 
before the races. She is on the re-
cord-setting 4x400-Meter team 
where she plays a critical role in 
their success. The team would not 
be the same without her.”

Because of her commitment 
and passion, Bhathena has been 
selected as The Phillipian’s Ath-
lete of the Week. 

What is your favorite ani-
mal?

 
My favorite animal is a mon-

key.

What do you so before a 
race? 

Right before a race, I eat a 
gummy bear! My mom got me 
these sour gummy bears, so five 
minutes before a race I eat one 
gummy bear. Usually its red or 
green, because those are my fa-
vorite and it helps me get energy.

What’s your favorite thing 

to run in indoor track? 

The 55-Meter hurdles and the 
4x200-[Meter Relay]. I love how 
it is a team effort, because a lot of 
the time running for track during 
the meet is an individual effort. 
But relays are fun because you 
get to bond with your relay team-
mates. We are very close.

Which leg of the relay do 
you run? 

I usually run anchor which 
means I really have to pull it all 
together and try and close down 
the gap or keep up the lead. 

Who are your biggest sup-
porters? 

My friends and my parents! 
My parents try to come to all my 
meets. My mom brings me a lot 
of food and she wants me to stay 
energized throughout the meet 
which is very helpful. My dad sits 
up and will text me after the race 
telling me how it went. They are 
both so supportive.

Do you play any other 
sports? 

Yes, I play soccer. For Andover 
I played Varsity Soccer and the 
season was super fun! 

What’s your favorite part 
about track? 

My favorite part is definite-
ly the people there. It makes it 
all seem less scary and I real-
ly feel this when I’m running 
a 4x400-[Meter Relay]. Some-
times I feel like I’m going to 
pass out but then everyone starts 
cheering and it helps me contin-
ue. 

How long have you been do-
ing track? 

For three years. I started with 
my middle school. 

What got you into track? 

I always liked running when i 
was younger. I used to race with 
my friends and so I thought I’d be 
pretty good at it. 

What emotions and 
thoughts go through your head 
before a race?

Mainly before a race I am 
so bad with nerves because I 
get freaked out and all these 
thoughts  start swarming my 
brain, but Coach [Lani] Silver-
sides has been a huge help with 
that. She’s taught me that stress 
is just my body preparing me to 
do well. Shaking my hands back 
and forth helps me focus and it 
help sme forget about my butter-
flies. 

Do you have any goals for 
the season and next season? 

I want to try and beat my 
hurdle record. In outdoor track 
I want to run the 100-Meter 
hurdles. And I want to try the 
300-Meter hurdles because I am 
good at the 55-Meter hurdles and 
the 400, so I think combining 
those two events would be fun. 

What is your stir fry order? 

I get hot chilli and soy. I also 
put onions and pepper in to add 
flavor and I ask Nestor to add the 
rice in. I never get pork stir fry! 
Beef is the best!

VICTORIA DARLING

Athlete of the Week

A.FUNG/THE PHILLIPIAN

Myra Bhathena ’22 has been run-
ning since middle school.

Captain Georgia Ezell ’19 is the “Most Hardworking Runner” 
Despite Season-Ending Injury

Normally a competitor 
in the 55-Meter Hurdle and 
4x400-Meter Relay, Andover 
Girls Indoor Track & Field 
Captain Georgia Ezell ’19 has 
spent the entire season un-
able to compete due to shin 
splints. Even with this, Ezell 
does everything she can to 
contribute to the team’s suc-
cess.

“This year has been real-
ly interesting just because 
I’ve been out with an injury 
so my role as a captain has 
been a little bit different. It 
doesn’t really involve perfor-
mance standards but I’m al-
ways there trying to connect 
with the lowerclassmen and 
checking in on everyone to 
see how people are doing.”

Despite her season-ending 
injury, Ezell has maintained 
a vital role on the team, ac-
cording to Abbey Otterbein 
PG’19.

“Participating in a sport 
where you can’t compete 
is a difficult thing to do but 
throughout the season she 
has kept up the positivity, 
leadership, and encourage-
ment.  I definitely admire 
her for her ability to come 
to practice everyday ready to 
help her teammates believe 
in their own capabilities,” 
said Otterbein

Ezell began running track 
her Junior year, and instant-
ly fell in love with the sport. 
After her first term on the 
team, Ezell chose to pursue 
her track career competing 
with Andover Track & Field 
for the rest of her time at An-
dover.

According to Ezell, she 
joined only with the inten-
tion of staying fit for the oth-
er sports she was involved in.

“I was honestly just look-
ing for a fun sport to keep me 
in shape and active because I 
was training for other sports 
at the time and I ended up 
falling in love with the sport. 
My [Junior] year I played 
JV basketball but I switched 
over to Winter Track [& 
Field] after my first year with 
this new sport,” said Ezell.

Ezell cross-trains in the 
Snyder center and leads 
warm ups despite her in-
jury. According to Sadie 
Cheston-Harris ’20 and Amy 
Chew ’20, Ezell’s presence 
on the team is still one of the 
most prominent.

“She really cares about 
track, and although she can’t 
run, she makes sure that her 
teammates experience how 
fun and rewarding the sport 
can be, just as it is for her. 
Starting last year, when I 
didn’t know her as well, she 
would ride the bus to away 
meets and invitationals with 
the team just so she could 
cheer people on; she was al-
ways one of the loudest voic-
es cheering for me on the 

sidelines,” said Cheston-Har-
ris. 

“I think Georgia’s the most 
hardworking runner on the 
team despite her not actu-
ally running. she gives one 
hundred percent in cheering 
everyone on at the starting 
line, and is there at the finish 
ready to shower them with 
compliments,” said Chew. 

Ezell credits past members 
of Andover Indoor Track & 
Field for pushing her to try 
new events and supporting 
her throughout her trials.

“I think as an athlete I re-
ally looked up to the upper-
classmen on the team who 
really supported me as I tried 
new events and found my 
footing in the track team. Be-
ing on the team here is like 
being a part of a large family,” 
said Ezell.

Ezell’s upbeat energy and 
tenacity make her a standout 
member and captain, accord-
ing to Victoria Darling ’22.

“Everyday before practice, 
Georgia and [Captain] Owen 
[Glover ’19] lead warm-ups 
in a birthday circle and they 
run our warm-up laps as 
well. Georgia always gives us 
motivational talks, reminds 
us to stay healthy, and train 

hard. She really encourages 
us and is always very upbeat. 
Georgia also is super inclu-
sive helps everyone with any-
thing,” said Darling.

According to Ezell, even 
with her injury, she still finds 
ways to make the most of her 
experience.

“I find myself supporting 
people who may be struggling 
with different things like an 
injury which is something 
I have a lot of experience 
with. I still love being there 
and doing a lot of behind the 
scenes work as well as lead-
ing core circuits, something 
I can contribute to besides 
running,” said Ezell.

Ezell appreciates the 
growth and changing nature 
of the team from year to year.

Ezell said, “Season after 
season I’m always astonished 
by how much the team grows. 
Watching people come to-
gether who have no expe-
rience and end up winning 
incredible races has been 
amazing. It is great to make 
strong connections with all 
sorts of people from different 
grades and this is really facil-
itated by the track team.”

Captain Feature

NICOLE LEE

Captain Georgia Ezell ’19 supports 
team members struggling with 
injury and leads the team as well as 
she can from the sidelines.
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Kareem Hill ’19 Continues to Set Personal Records 
in Second Year of Indoor Track

In his Upper Year, Kareem 
Hill ’19 began Indoor Track & 
Field after playing on Andover 
Junior Varsity Basketball team 
for two years. After starting the 
sport later in his Andover career, 
Hill has had worked hard every 
day in practice to develop his 

skills and become an important 
runner on the team, according to 
teammate Alex Oder ’21.

Oder wrote in an email to 
The Phillipian, “He strives to 
improve his form whenever pos-
sible, even if it may not have a 
significant effect on his results. 
Often, I notice him playing 
around with the measurements 
of the starting blocks in hopes of 
improving his time, if only by a 
little bit.”

Hill’s work ethic has led to 
him setting personal records, 
which has helped to inspire 
many members of the team, ac-
cording to Oder.

“Kareem mostly leads by ex-
ample. The records he sets en-
courage competition among the 
other members of the team and 
help give teammates a goal for 
self-improvement,” said Oder.

Due to his hard work and 
strong leadership, Hunt is The 
Phillipian’s Athlete of the Week.

How did you start Indoor 
Track & Field?

Before [my Upper Year] I 
was actually a basketball play-
er. I didn’t make Varsity, so I 
was on JV. But I was natural-
ly fast, like I would do races 
just for fun when I was with 
my friends, and it turned out I 
beat all of them. So somebody 
recommended me to do Track 
and Field, but I didn’t listen to 
them. And after I got injured 
in basketball, I said that it was 
probably it for me [in basket-
ball] and I switched to Track & 
Field… and I fell in love with it.

What has made you love 
the sport?

I sort of like the individual-
ity in Track & Field. You can 
rely on yourself. If you win, it’s 
your win. Even though there 
are some people behind you, 
you ran the race by yourself, 
and you can enjoy the win indi-
vidually. On the other hand, if 
you lose, it’s not anybody else’s 
fault, and it empowers you to 
work harder and encourages 
you to take the steps necessary 

to become whatever you want 
to be.

What is your favorite meet 
that you have gotten to com-
pete in?

I would say [the last meet 
against Governor’s] because 
before the meet started, we got 
these meet schedules. It showed 
us what events we were in, and 
I was in every event except the 
event I wanted to be in because 
the week before, I was beat in 
the 300-Meter event. So I actu-
ally had to have a talk with [my 
coach]. I had to say, ‘listen, this 
guy beat me last week, can you 
put me in the 300 this meet?’ 
And she said yes, but that I 
would be running the maxi-
mum number of events possi-
ble. I said, ‘it doesn’t matter, I 
want to push myself this meet, 
and so instead of running the 
three events they told me to, I 
ran an extra event. Even though 
I didn’t beat him, it showed me 
just how dedicated I was to 
pushing myself and challenging 

myself to do something that I 
never thought that I would be 
able to.

Who has inspired you the 
most in your track career?

I met Coach Collins in tenth 
grade or eleventh grade, and I 
never really talked to him. But 
last year, when I ran track and 
field, someone said to me, ‘get 
in touch with him. He will be 
able to help you because he is 
the conditioning coach.’ When 
I got in touch with him, [I re-
alized] he’s really hype to help 
students out, and just having 
that encouragement in my cor-
ner really pushed me to run as 
fast as I can.

Who’s your favorite super-
hero?

Iron Man, definitely, just 
because of the cool things that 
he’s able to do, like build his 
own suit.

ARNAV BHAKTA

Athlete of the Week
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Kareem Hill ’19 enjoys the individ-
ual aspect of  Indoor Track & Field 
and the empowerment that comes 
from individual competition.

Captain Owen Glover ‘19 is a “Model of Consistency and Self-Care”

Since picking up track to 
improve his speed for soccer 
his Junior year, Captain Owen 
Glover ’19 has competed in 
mid-distance events and long 
sprints, such as the 300-Me-
ter, 400-Meter, 600-Meter 
and the 4x400-Meter, and 
now leads the team.

Glover said, “I started 
track my [Junior] spring 
mostly because my mom told 
me to. She knew a couple of 
runners on the team, and I 
had always been pretty fast 
and wanted to keep up my 

speed for soccer.”
Glover gained inspiration 

and insight on how to lead 
from past captains, learning 
how to encourage and wel-
come all runners to the team.

“I’m really close with al-
most all of the past Captains.  
The Captain my [Junior] 
year, Andrew Wang ’16, took 
me under his arm a little bit, 
taught me a lot about how 
to run the 400-Meter, and I 
wouldn’t be the runner I am 
today without him. And also 
every other captain since I’ve 
been here I’ve just been su-
per close with, I stay in con-
tact with a lot of them. They 
are all really great people 
who have influenced me a lot 
and I’m proud to be able to be 
captain and be a member of 
the same team as them,” said 
Glover.

As Captain, Glover en-
courages his teammates and 
interacts with everyone, even 
if they are not in the same 
event as him. He always has 
a positive attitude, no matter 
if it is during a meet or ev-
eryday practice, according to 
Zach Moynihan ’21 and Ka-
reem Hill ’19.

Moynihan said, “Owen is 
a really great leader, you can 
tell he cares a lot about the 
team and he’s always really 

energetic. He does a lot of 
workouts with distance and 
when he comes back in and 
helps us out with our sprint 
warm-up after doing a big 
hefty workout with distance, 
he is still full of energy and 
really charismatic.”

“I would definitely de-
scribe him as upbeat and 
encouraging. Every meet, 
and every practice as a mat-
ter of fact, he’s leading the 
pack. He’s always talking to 
Georgia, but he always finds 
time to talk to me as well and 
other people on the team. 
During the meets I think 
he is the loudest one in the 
crowd,” added Hill.

In an email to The Phillip-
ian, Coach Rebecca Hession 
wrote, “Owen is a model for 
consistency and self-care for 
his teammates. Recovering 
from surgery requires dili-
gence, commitment to a rou-
tine and proper preparation 
for training. Perhaps just as 
importantly, he arrives at 
Snyder each day with a smile 
and a positive attitude. A 
team can achieve a lot with 
consistency and positivi-
ty. Owen is always ready on 
meet day.  His drive to com-
pete and do his best for the 
team is contagious.”

Although the track team 

is very large and has small 
groups of runners doing dif-
ferent events, Glover manag-
es to unify the entire program 
through all team warm-ups 
and his positivity off the 
track, according to Glover 
and Hill. 

Glover said, “We will start 
off our practice doing some 
jumping jacks all together as 
a team and run laps as a team 
for the team warm-up which 
is really a great way to uni-
fy everybody. Also the great 
part about track is that even 
when you’re not competing, 
you get to watch everybody 
else, so you’re always cheer-
ing for everyone else on the 
team.”

Hill added, “His support 
for the team is contagious… 
and that has a snowball ef-
fect so each of us has such 
big group support which 
brings us closer together as a 
team. Off the track, I would 
say he’s just a cool person to 
talk to. He’s mellow, he’s al-
ways laughing and starting 
conversations.”

Glover may primarily run 
mid-distance and long sprint 
events, but his wide variety 
of skills as a runner allows 
him to run any event that the 
team needs him to partici-
pate in, according to Coach 

Hession. 
Hession wrote in an email 

to The Phillipian, “Owen 
brings a ton of versatility to 
his events.  He is primarily 
mid-distance/long sprints, 
but I would count on his 
competitiveness in every-
thing from the 55-Meter to 
the 2-Mile.  He’s the kind of 
competitor you want on your 
relay team.”

When reflecting on his 
four years of track at Ando-
ver, Glover has learned that 
because track is something 
that many can pick up upon 
arrival at Andover, it results 
in a bigger team that cre-
ates a more supportive envi-
ronment, something that he 
will remember even after he 
graduates. 

Glover said, “Over the 
course of four years I’ve had 
some injuries that have taken 
me out of soccer for a while, 
but track is always there and 
I can pick it up pretty easily. 
I think it always showed me 
that there’s always a group 
of people for you no mat-
ter what happens. It always 
showed me that I’ll have this 
giant team of around 80 peo-
ple to fall back into it which 
has been really fantastic.”

Captain Feature

PHOEBE BICKS

Captain Owen Glover ’19 began 
running track his Junior spring at 
Andover.

D.ZHU/THE PHILLIPIAN

BOYSINDOORTRACK&FIELD

S.YANG/THE PHILLIPIAN
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Music Feature: 
Jamie Justicz ’20 

Makes Connections 
Through 

Electronic Dance Music

Since discovering electron-
ic dance music (E.D.M.) in 
middle school, Jamie Justicz 
’20 has written, produced, 
and released his own music, 
which has helped him form 
close relationships with other 
aspiring producers. 

Zach Richardson ’20, one 
of Justicz’s friends, said, “I’ve 
had an opportunity to work 
alongside [Justicz], and his 
experience with music soft-
ware is top notch. He just 
imagines a song and he knows 
just how to create it, arrange 
it and mix it into a finished 
product.”

Justicz credits his best 
friend at home and an elective 
course he took on classical 
music technology for inspir-
ing him to start producing 
E.D.M. According to Justicz, 
although he started off his 
music career with playing pi-
ano and saxophone, he didn’t 
anticipate ever producing 
music.  

“At the age of twelve, I 
had really thought that song-
writing was just something 
I couldn’t do. It seemed 
completely alien to me. But 
through the help of my ele-
mentary music technology 
teacher, I was able to com-
plete my first composition in 
Logic Pro 9,” said Justicz.

Justicz has since furthered 
has passion by attending the 
Summer Electronic Music In-
stitute (SEMI) in New York 
City. There, Justicz attended 
lectures by top electronic mu-
sic producers while explor-
ing city life and going to con-
certs. According to Justicz, 
his experience at SEMI was 
life-changing.

“We got lectures from top 
producers including one from 
J. Chris Griffin, a producer 
that has worked with all the 
top artists in the world, [such 
as] Kanye West, John Legend, 
[and] Madonna,” said Justicz.

At Andover, Justicz is a 
part of the W.P.A.A. Radio 
Club, which runs an online 
radio station. Last year, Jus-
ticz took on the role of head 
of the radio station, but since 
has left the position to focus 
on recording and producing 
E.D.M. According to Justicz, 
E.D.M. production allows him 
to create bridges cross multi-
ple genres.

“[In E.D.M.] there’s no 
strict structure.  You can 
kind of do what you want and 
make whatever you are think-
ing.  Even [as] you’re putting 
things together, there’s no 
one solution or one answer. I 
keep experimenting and do-
ing things that you normally 
wouldn’t want to do.  Like if 
I am doing some genre like 
electronic music, I will also 
try other random stuff like 
independent music,” said Jus-
ticz.  

According to Justicz, while 
he loves producing E.D.M., he 
currently only sees it as a hob-
by. He hopes to release a full 
album on Spotify, Apple Mu-
sic, and other music stream-
ing platforms next summer.

“I think [E.D.M. will] al-
ways be an important part 
of my life as I really love it. 
However, I still have to think 
about [E.D.M. as a career] but 
at least for the near future, it’s 
going to stay a hobby. I’ll in-
tern at a music company this 
summer, so that could change 
things. I’m pretty much just 
having fun with it and I don’t 
know where it’ll end up tak-
ing me,” said Justicz. 

SONIA MARNOTO

Lunar New Year Dinner Celebrates Diverse Traditions 
with Performance, Presentations, and Platters

The Lunar New Year din-
ner celebration began with a 
dance to upbeat traditional 
Indian music, performed by 
four members of the Asian 
dance club “Footsteps.” They 
complemented the fast-paced 
rhythms with rapid steps, 
changing their formations and 
echoing each other’s moves. 
As the music faded out, the 
four performers ended their 
dance at this year’s dinner 
with a twirl and stepped off 
the dance floor. 

The annual dinner was or-
ganized by the Andover Chi-
nese Students Association 
(A.C.S.A.) and Lilia Cai-Hur-
teau, Instructor and Chair in 
Chinese and Japanese, to cel-
ebrate the Lunar New Year, 
which was this past Friday 
from 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
This year, the dinner incorpo-
rated presentations on differ-
ent Asian cultural influences 
and festive traditions. 

“It gives a certain group of 
students an outlet for cele-
brating something that’s im-
portant for them. Different 
kids have different [tradi-
tions], and I think that’s what 
makes a diverse community 
so amazing, because you get 
to do different things and see 
how other people celebrate 
their culture,” said Cai-Hur-

teau. 
The celebration dinner of-

fered an assortment of dish-
es, including fried rice, mapo 
tofu, and scallion pancakes. 
Many of the dishes were or-
dered from the restaurant 
Szechuan Gourmet, while 
others were made by day stu-
dent families. According to 
Adrienne Li ’19, the Co-Head 
of Asian Society, the efforts of 
day students reflects on the 
strength of the Andover Asian 
community.

“I think it shows how 
strong a community we have...
There’s a pretty strong net-
work of day student parent  
who are willing to help out 
for events like this, and I feel 
like we don’t always real-
ize that. Also, it’s more sym-
bolic [to have] home-made 
food, which is different from 
restaurant made food. I think 
it gives a different feel,” said 
Li.

This year, the event aimed 
to focus on Lunar New Year 
rather than just Chinese New 
Year in order to be inclusive 
of the entire Asian communi-
ty at Andover. 

“This year we actually try 
to make it more like a Lu-
nar New Year [theme], so [it 
is] inclusive of all cultures, 
rather than just Chinese New 
Year. In previous years, it was 
just Ms. [Cai-Hurteau] and 
A.C.S.A. that hosted it, but 

this year [we] opened it up 
more to the Asian Society...
people who wanted to talk 
about their culture and on the 
Lunar New Year––they were 
all welcome,” said Li.

The Lunar New Year din-
ner celebration also featured a 
presentation by Jason Huang 
’21, who introduced the au-
dience to traditional Chinese 
costumes and their evolution 
over history. According to 
Huang, he wanted to become 
more involved with the Chi-
nese community at Andover 
and introduce more of Chi-
nese culture to the Andover 
community.

“I decided to dress up like 
an ancient Chinese [person] 
and talk a little bit about an-
cient Chinese costumes be-
cause ancient Chinese cos-
tumes is a quite rare topic. 
For Japan, they have kimonos 
[and] for Korea, they have 
hanboks. But for China, there 
isn’t a very decided ancient 
costume for people to wear, 
so I like to elaborate more on 
why there isn’t [a unique cos-
tume],” said Huang.

In addition to Huang’s 
presentation, Wendy Wu ’20 
played the Erhu, a Chinese 
string instrument. 

Cai-Hurteau said, “Wendy 
plays the Erhu, and I think 
it’s really important to have 
Asian instruments being in-
corporated as this is a big part 

of our culture, to be able to 
showcase that as well.” 

According to Li, the Lunar 
New Year dinner celebration 
gave Andover students who 
celebrate the Lunar New Year 
the opportunity to practice 
their traditions and establish 
a sense of belonging on the 
campus.

“I just wanted the students 
to feel like they have a space 
and they feel supported on 
campus and so they’re not 
feeling lonely, because I know 

a lot of students plan to go to 
Boston [and] Chinatown to 
find places to eat and cele-
brate with their friends, but I 
also wanted them to feel like 
they have something to do on 
campus and that there’s also 
a community that feels the 
same way that they do,” said 
Li.

MICHAEL LU

Jamie Justicz ’20 attended the 
Summer Electronic Dance Insti-
tute (SEMI) in New York City. 

Students Stumble Upon Night of Fun at Lip 
Sync Battle

The opening beats of “Cry 
for You” by September pulsed 
from the speakers as Chi Ig-
bokwe ’21 and Thania Mar-
tinez ’21 danced and sang 
around on stage, with backup 
dancers Azariah Jones ’21, 
Ross Vieira ’21, and Claude 
Sayi ’21 swaying at the front. 
Their act was just one of 
many at the 2019 Lip Sync 
Battle, hosted by the Student 
Activities Board in Susie’s last 
Friday.  

“It’s fun to pretend you’re a 
performer and get up on stage. 
The first [song] “Cry for You” 
is just a really cool song. It’s 
a really boppy song; I always 

sing it in my room, I have my 
own little [choreography] for 
it... why not bring that to the 
stage?’” Igbokwe said.

Despite the fact that many 
performers did not prepare in 
advance and did not know the 
lyrics, the lip syncing was still 
entertaining for performer 
and audience alike.

Kate Pfister ’21, who per-
formed “Born This Way” by 
Lady Gaga with a group of 
friends, said, “I didn’t really 
know many of the lyrics, but I 
don’t think anyone really did, 
we all just winged it… No one 
really had any idea of what 
they were doing, but we fig-
ured it along the way. [There 
was] lots of energy up on the 
stage.”

Many students ended up 
coming to the event acciden-
tally, but still ended up en-
joying the unexpected enter-
tainment. Chenault Ellis ’22 
performed numerous times 
and even busted out ‘The 
Worm’ dance move on stage.

 Ellis said, “I didn’t decide 
to come, I just found my way 
here. I was chilling in [Susie’s] 
and then I saw the lights go 
down and I saw the mics and 
I was like, ‘Oh, what is this?’ 
Some people got up on stage 
and were like, ‘We’re gonna 
start Lip-Syncing’ and I was 
like, ‘Ok, yeah, sure.’”

Editor’s Note: Ross Vieira is 
a Copy Editor for The Phillip-
ian. 

A.PHILLIPS/THE PHILLIPIAN
Students performed onstage at Susie’s on the Friday ahead of the three-day weekend. 

ALANA YANG

D.OWYANG/THE PHILLIPIAN

The Lunar New Year dinner featured different dishes from many Asian 
cuisines, including mapo tofu, fried rice, and scallion pancakes. 

C.WAGGONER/THE PHILLIPIAN

SPREAD THE LOVE!SPREAD THE LOVE!!!

Buy BKH Valentines in Commons 
Until February 13th!
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Acting: 
Each actor was absolutely brilliant in creating 
a multi-character narrative of the fate of the Soviet 
Union, though Steve Buscemi’s take on Khrush-
chev was my favorite (his ability to create a 
multi-faceted character who was seemingly 
normal, bizarre, clever, and dumb-witted all at 
the same time was highly entertaining). “The 
Death of Stalin” is truly an ensemble piece with 
each actor doing their part in conveying the 
corruption of what was Soviet Russia.

Ria’s 
Flick 
Picks

It’s award season, and Oscar nominations were 
released two weeks ago; however, in the wake 
of these nominations, I would rather talk about 
a movie that I think was snubbed of awards this 

year: 

“The Death of Stalin” 

Summary:
Set during the aftermath of Joseph Stalin’s pre-
mature death in 1953, the movie begins with his 
cabinet of right-hand men—including Georgy 
Malenkov (Jeffrey Tambor), Nikita Khrushchev 
(Steve Buscemi) and Lavrentiy Beria (Simon Rus-
sell Beale)—fighting in a bloody, scheming, and 
comical fight for power and absolute control of 
the Soviet Union.

Writing/Directing: 
I haven’t seen a movie this uniquely brilliant in 
a while, which is why I hold it at the very top 
of my “Oscar snubs” list. Armando Iannucci, 
creator and showrunner of the comedy series 
“Veep,” had little background in full-length 
films before directing “The Death of Stalin.” 
This makes his triumphal blend of realistic 
absurdity, slapstick, and slow burn comedy all 
the more impressive. To the real-life characters 
in the film, this story was not a comedy—in 
fact, it was far from it. However, Iannucci’s dia-
logue for the characters’ responses to Stalin’s 
death is sharp, quirky and quick, leaving viewers 
laughing out loud (if they caught the joke). The 
ingenuity and overall success of the film came 
from Iannucci’s ability to create humor from the 
dialogue of a bunch of power-hungry brutes 
instead of the off-the-cuff, slapstick humor that 
litters the comedy genre today.

Iannucci’s style of humor also bleeds into his 
direction of the film. His well-framed grandi-
ose shots of the men acting in their façades of 
strength and power are juxtaposed with flowing 
tracking shots of the same men frantically run-
ning around Moscow. These striking contrasts 
speak to all of the characters’ differing per-
sonalities in front of the public versus behind 
closed doors.

An ingenious comedy that is downright impressive, 
despite its lack of mainstream praise.

Rating: 9.5/10

Hey,  my name is Ria Vieira.  In the upcoming weeks I’m going to be 
expressing my love for movies by reviewing some great or not-so-
great films.  If you want to discuss a movie or this column with me, 

please contact me at rvieira@andover.edu!

R.PREM/THE PHILLIPIAN
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Af-Lat-Am Potluck Brings 
Both Food and Culture to the Table

As soon as the food was 
uncovered, students and fac-
ulty filled their plates with 
plantains, rice and beans, and 
deep fried dough balls at the 
second annual potluck on Sat-
urday.

“We brought [the pot-
luck] back because, one day, 
I was talking with my friend 
Aliesha Jordan [’19] and we 
[both agreed] that we are re-
ally hungry for home food… 
I also talked to [Linda Carter 
Griffith, Associate Head of 
School for Equity, Inclusion 
and Wellness] and she said we 
used to have a potluck for Af-
Lat-Am during Black History 
Month, so I was like, ‘Why not 
bring it back?’” said Abby Nd-
ikum ’20, coordinator of the 
potluck and board member of 
AfLatAm.

The potluck, hosted by 
Af-Lat-Am at 5:00 p.m. in 
the Underwood Room this 
past Saturday, celebrated the 
beginning of Black History 
Month. The event allowed 
students to gather together, 
listen to music, and eat food 
that isn’t frequently offered 
on campus.

“My favorite part of the 
potluck was seeing every-
body get together. We are all 
together on a normal daily 
basis, but this is kind of dif-
ferent because we all get to 
express our cultures through 
food, and I know it also helps 
kids who want a taste of 
home, and eating good food 
is always great,” said attendee 
Jordan Hempstead ’19.

According to Ndikum, fac-
ulty members helped cook a 
few of the dishes, a change 
from last year, when dishes 
were only cooked by students. 
The greater amount of par-
ticipation and collaboration 
among different members of 
the Andover community al-
lowed attendees to enjoy a 
greater quantity and diversity 
of foods. 

“This year, a lot more 
teachers wanted to help out 
with cooking so a lot of the 
cooking was done by teach-
ers instead of students. It 
was really nice because we 
had a whole two tables full of 
dishes. The hardest part [of 
coordinating] was just mak-
ing sure everyone knew what 
time everything was starting, 
like what time to be there,” 
said Ndikum.

For attendee Denise Tav-

eras ’21, the potluck was one 
of the highlights of her week-
end because it enabled her 
to eat food that is part of her 
cultural upbringing and back-
ground.

“It is one of the most calm-
ing and reassuring things that 
can happen to someone on 
campus, especially when you 
are homesick and you don’t 
know where else to get the 
food. You just know that your 
friends have your back and 
make your favorite maduros. 
My favorite part was listening 
to the music after we all fin-
ished eating and just singing 
along to some of the songs.” 

This event is one of many 
events scheduled to celebrate 
and honor Black History 
Month. According to Ndikum, 
the potluck and other events 
to be hosted by AfLatAm are 
important cultural platforms 
for the Andover campus.

Ndikum said, “Andover is 
historically a white-dominat-
ed institution… We need piec-
es of culture to remind us of 
back home, our roots, so we 
can express ourselves, espe-
cially since it is Black History 
Month.”

KIRAN RAMRATNAM

Artist Feature: 
Alice Ren ’19 Draws Inspiration 

from Everyday Objects

A dirtied gardening glove 
stands out in stark contrast 
to the pristine white back-
ground. Every crease is drawn 
in precise strokes, shaded in 
with dull brown and a hint 
of purple, creating a sense 
of depth. This piece, titled 
“Grandpa’s Work Glove,” is 
just one of the observational 
drawings that Alice Ren ’19 
specializes in.

“This piece was inspired 
by my grandfather when he 
lived in the states. The effort 
poured into the precision of 
the glove represents the man-
ual [and] physical work he un-
dertook. This personal piece 
honors the impact he left on 
me and my life,” Ren said.

Family is one of Ren’s moti-
vations in her artistic endeav-
ors. Ren’s art career began at 
a young age when her parents 
introduced her to an art class 
in Chinese school. Ever since, 
Ren has been eager to im-
prove and expand her artistic 
skills.

“I remember my first car-
toon; it was a dragon. That 
was the first time I got more 
serious [about] art, because it 
was like, I’m looking forward 
to being [at the class]. I’d al-
ways doodled or drawn, but 
having that time in the class-
room made it, for me at that 
age, ‘super serious.’ I began 
taking [art] more seriously. 
I peppered my parents, “you 
have to get me one of those art 
easels,’” said Ren. 

According to Tanvi Kanchi-
nadam ’19, one of Ren’s 
friends, Ren enjoys draw-
ing for its accessibility and 
spontaneity, for being able to 
capture something in the mo-
ment; for that reason, Ren al-
ways keeps a pen in her pock-
et.

Kanchinadam said, “[What 
makes her art special is] her 
ability to visualize what she’s 
going to do before she begins… 
you can’t stop her when she 
has an idea in her head. Even 
when we’re in physics class, 
she’s always doodling some-
thing, always compiling ideas. 
She’s always brainstorming 
ways to make her art better.”

Ren’s main focus in her ar-
tistic work is the detail, es-
pecially in object studies. As 
she continues to explore the 
realm of art, Ren finds that 
she has become less of a per-
fectionist. According to Ren, 
she has taken all sorts of art 
electives at Andover, ranging 
from Architecture to Drawing 
II, which have challenged her 
to try out new techniques.

Ren said, “I was first ex-
posed to gestural drawing as 
a more serious [method of 
drawing] in [Drawing I]... I’ve 
become less timid in the way 
that I approach art, in terms 
of how I judge my art, and 
what it can be.”

In her exploration of new 
styles, Ren also aims to be-
come more comfortable with 
less control and more fluid-
ity in her pieces. Aside from 
sketching, Ren also dabbles in 

painting.
Ren said, “Watercolor espe-

cially is very daunting to try, 
because it’s so easy to go at it 
on the page, [but so hard] for 
me to… imagine it to the stan-
dard of my sketches… That as-
pect is daunting in that I don’t 
have a masterplan. There’s a 
lot of exploration to be done 
there.”

Aside from art classes, Ren 
gets involved with art on cam-
pus by volunteering with YDO 
Art, an on-campus communi-
ty engagement program. She 
is also the Co-President of 
Andover’s Art For Expression 
Club. Ren sees art as a fixed 
part of her future, whether 
it be a career or hobby, and 
looks forward to continue 
delving into different modes 
of art.

“I can’t imagine my life 
without my art, but I’m not 
exactly sure on the extent it 
will play into my future. I feel 
like there’s so many fields and 
techniques that I haven’t had 
the chance to try out yet, so 
further exploration, I guess, 
would be the current ‘future’ 
plan I see for myself,” said 
Ren.

JERRY SHU

COURTESY OF ALICE REN

Drawn in graphite by Alice Ren ’19, this observational drawing was based 
off a marble bust of Aristotle. 

M.LEVY/THE PHILLIPIAN

Alice Ren ’19 focuses on detail 
when she draws . She hopes to be-
come less of a perfectionist when 
it comes to her artwork. 

L.GROSSBARD/THE PHILLIPIAN
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Look of the Week: 
Victor Malzahn ’21 Wears Beanies in a 
“Southern California Meets New England” Style

Victor Malzahn ’21 com-
bines solid black Vans and 
navy patterned sweatpants 
with a moss green Mammoth 
hoodie. He tops it off with a 
navy beanie, creating a laid-
back, relaxed look. 

“[Malzahn’s] hair looks re-
ally cool when he wears bean-
ies – it’s very pimp. Victor 
has long hair, so whenever he 
wears a beanie, it just kind of 
flows out,” said Hannah Guy 
’21, a friend of Malzahn. 

Guy believes Malzahn 
might have adopted beanies as 
his staple item because of the 
influence of snowboarders. As 
a snowboarder himself, Malz-
ahn admits to drawing inspi-

ration from professionals of a 
similar age. 

“I watch a lot of snowboard-
ing videos. Snowboarders are 
tight; Danny Davis and Red 
Gerard…  He won X-Games 
slopestyle last year. It was un-
real. Those guys are icons to 
me,” said Malzahn. 

According to Guy, Malzahn 
has stayed true to his signa-
ture pieces of clothing—nota-
bly, a mustard yellow beanie— 
from the very beginning of his 
time on campus. 

“His style is very him and 
he won’t let other people in-
fluence how he dresses. I 
think his style reflects that, 
whether it’s how he dresses or 
how he acts. He wears what he 
wants to wear, he doesn’t wear 
things based on what’s trend-

ing,” said Guy. 
Malzahn’s friend, Violet 

Enes ’21, added that Malzahn 
cannot leave the dorm without 
his gray sweatpants. 

“There’s a hole in the leg 
and it progressively gets big-
ger every time he wears them… 
it goes along with his vision of 
being relaxed, just not really 
caring about what other peo-
ple think,” Enes said.

Enes describes Malzahn’s 
style as “Southern California 
meets New England.” Accord-
ing to Enes, his fashion re-
volves around color-blocking 
with complimentary colors, 
and rarely features fancy de-
signs or graphics. 

“He tends to wear shades 
on the bottom half of his body, 
while he color-blocks on the 
top half. The Carhartt jacket 
is what he uses as his staple 
look,” Enes said.

Malzahn gets his clothing 
from all sorts of places: from 
Liverpool to local California 
stores.

“I really love my Cavern 
hoodie – [Cavern] is a bar in 
Liverpool, and my dad bought 
it… [I also wear] Sea Jive, a 
company from my town,” Mal-
zahn said.

Malzahn first adopted his 
current look in middle school, 
and hasn’t looked back since.

“In [elementary school], I 
used to wear a polo shirt every 
day, but in middle school, I was 
like, ‘why am I wearing a polo 
shirt everyday? Why don’t I 
just go to school comfortable? 
There’s no dress code.’ So I did 
that,” Malzahn said.

JERRY SHU
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Victor Malzahn ’21 said that he creates his looks by wearing whatever he’s 
comfortable in and not being affected by others’ opinions. 

C.WAGGONER/THE PHILLIPIAN

According to Malzahn’s friend Hannah Guy ’21, his flip-up glasses are a 
representation of  his personality-- the first layer is the one he shows, but 
the one underneath is the person he truly is.

CAPTAIN PIZZA
Mediterranean Foods

978-975-1230

733 Turnpike St.
North Andover

Any sandwich, chips, and 
A 12 ounce soda for

$8.95

$18.99 FOR 2 PIZZAS
Special:

UPCOMING EVENTS REPORTING BY STAFF

Black Arts Coffee House
Af-Lat-Am will be hosting a Black Arts Coffee House on February 8 at 6:00 p.m. in the 
Underwood Room to celebrate Black culture and Black History Month.

Casino Night
Casino Night, which will take place this upcoming Saturday in Paresky Commons, will be 
a night of mocktails, playful gambling, and photoshoots.

Dance Open
Dance Open, which features performances of original choreography by both groups and 
individuals, will be held from February 15 to February 17. Expect a preview of the event 

in the upcoming issue!

“Floating World” by John 
Schulz: Gelb Gallery Exhibit 

Uses Old-Time 
Comics To Create New 

Meaning

A finely outlined, comic-like 
print depicts a boy being elec-
trocuted by his kite caught in a 
wire, while a girl nearly spills 
hot soup from a stove in a 
nearby print. In another piece 
on the wall, a family cries over 
a drowned child by the ocean. 
The series of fourteen wood-
block printings, titled “Some 
Dos & More Don’ts”, are made 
of the intricately layered col-
ors from vintage images. 

The series is part of artist 
John Schulz’s print exhibition 
“Floating Worlds”, currently 
on display in Gelb Gallery. The 
exhibit opening took place this 
past Sunday. 

During the opening, Schulz 
described his liking for com-
ics since childhood and how 
the genre has since been the 
basis from which he extracts 
and re-creates his own images. 
Many of the prints on display 
consist of two completely ir-
relevant subjects placed side-
by-side, collages of comics 
cut-outs or overlapping prints 
from two different wood 
blocks. 

“A big part of what I do is 
retransform them, by recom-
bining them and taking snip-
pets and parts of those images 
and re-drawing them. That 
hands-on [process] changes 
the mark, changes the con-
text... If you put two unlikely 
things together you get a third 
meaning, a new meaning,” 
Schulz said.

Schulz based the idea for 
“Some Dos & More Don’ts” 
on the seven deadly sins and 
seven acts of mercy. He found 
visual representations of the 
idea in the 1953 Guidebook 
for Children, published by the 
Michigan State Police. 

Therese Zemlin, Instructor 
in Art, said “What the work 
does is that it takes the imag-
es from the safety booklet for 
children… [and] opens them 
up in a way that you can start 
to interpret them, and see a 
different narrative in them. In 
some cases, it might be some-
thing that was positive that 

starts to look creepy here.” 
A seven-piece collection 

called “FMC Xerographs” 
features an array of black-and 
white comic cutouts of peo-
ple and objects: two halves of 
an orange above a whited-out 
speech bubble collaged to a 
chimney on a different sized 
paper in a print called “Use 
Filters”, a woman opening a 
fridge connecting to the doors 
of a bus on another cutout, 
a hammer held by a hand on 
another fragment and an in-
distinguishable window in the 
background of “Into the Im-
possible”. 

Emily Trespas, Chair and 
Instructor in Art, said “Many 
of the things might feel unin-
tentional, but if you look there 
are different parts of the im-
age that are lined up so there’s 
continuity. The piece in the 
corner where the woman is 
opening the refrigerator, it’s 
leading right where the bus 
and the door would be. As an 
artist I feel like John inten-
tionally lined up that up to 
create a continuity for our vi-
sual.” 

All of the prints in the ex-
hibit were taken from oth-
er images. Schulz’s studio is 
filled with series of robot cat-
alogues, children’s books and 
furniture catalogues he’s col-
lected over the years, accord-
ing to Trespas. 

“I appropriate a lot of stuff 
from children’s books from 
the 1930s and the 1940s, and 
I’ve gone back earlier than 
that into 1890s. I have a huge 
collection of material. Right 
now I’m interested in comic 
books from the 1940s and ear-
ly 1950s,” said Schulz. 

“I think when [the vintage 
images] are put into this medi-
um, they’re made into this pop 
and timeless thing locked into 
an era.” Trespas said.

According to Schulz, art 
is more than an interest, but 
rather an integral part of him-
self. 

“If I don’t make art I go 
nuts. It’s not like I like making 
it, it’s like I have to make it. It’s 
a part of me. I can’t not do it,” 
said Schulz. 
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