
Veritas Super OmniaVOL. CXLI, No. 27 JANUARY 11, 2019

Commentary, A6 Sports, B1 Arts, B7
SUBSCRIBE/ADVERTISE
Email us with requests: 
phillipian@phillipian.net

Subscribe online at:
phillipian.net/subscribe.

Artist Feature: 
Jennie Guo ’19
Artist and animator Jennie Guo 
’19 uses her creative expression 
as a social platform.

Bad News Bears
Even the space heater in the 
newsroom can’t warm our cold, 
cold hearts.

Wrestling National 
Champion
Marisol Nugent ’20 on her Super 32 
National Championship title in Oc-
tober.

No More Sinners, No 
More Saints
Will Leggat ’20 critiques the binary 
opposition of good and evil.
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Salvador Gómez-Colón ’21 
Raises Over $160,000 For 

Puerto Rico

When Hurricane Ma-
ria touched down in Puerto 
Rico last Fall, the Category 
4 storm brought heavy rain, 
flash floods, landslides, and 
destroyed homes. One of 
those homes belonged to Sal-
vador Gómez-Colón ’21. 

“By 1:00 a.m. in the morn-
ing of [September] 20, my 
house had already flooded 
four or six inches, and the 
water had come in through 
the air vents. Long story 
short, I had to get rid of my 
whole room because [it was] 
full of black mold. And my 
whole living room,” said Gó-
mez-Colón. 

Hurricane Maria dam-
aged the Puerto Rico Electric 
Power Authority’s distribu-
tion network and their power 
grids, consequently leaving 
the 3.4 million residents of 
the island with no electricity.

This inspired Gó-
mez-Colón to launch the 
online “Light and Hope for 
Puerto Rico” crowdfund-
ing campaign. The initiative 
raised over 160,000 dollars, 
enabling Gómez-Colón to 
help over 3,500 households 
by purchasing and dis-
tributing solar lamps and 
hand-powered washing ma-
chines to the most affected 
communities around the is-
land in over 17 different mu-
nicipalities. Gómez-Colón 
has been recognized by mul-
tiple news sources about his 
contribution, including CNN, 
who interviewed him on the 
news.  

Sebastian Romero ’20, 
who spearheaded a cam-
pus-based fundraiser for 
Hurricane Maria last spring, 
wrote in an email to The Phil-
lipian, “I think Salvador’s 
efforts for raising money to 
help victims of Hurricane 
Maria in Puerto Rico are ex-

tremely admirable. Living in 
Puerto Rico and experienc-
ing the whole hurricane, Sal-
vador’s work ethic in starting 
his fundraising quickly and 
getting out into the commu-
nity is extremely respectable. 
In essence, I commend Salva-
dor for his work. What really 
stood out to me about it was 
the distinct goal that he had 
in mind the whole time: buy-
ing solar lamps for the peo-
ple of Puerto Rico. I think it 
was this concise mission that 
led his campaign to be so 
successful.”

Gómez-Colón had recent-
ly turned 15 when the hur-
ricane hit the island, and 
although he was a minor, he 
was not deterred from offer-
ing help.

Celeste Robinson ’22, a 
friend of Gómez-Colón’s, 
wrote in an email to The Phil-
lipian, “The fact that he is 
only a high school student, 
yet he dedicated himself to 
really trying to make a dif-
ference inspired me to think 
about ways I could better 
my own community. It really 
shows that there are no bar-
riers of age when it comes to 
creating change.” 

According to Gó-
mez-Colón, his age had its 
benefits and disadvantages. 
Although people would gen-
erally be more motivated to 
help Gómez-Colón’s cause, 
others were wary, according 
to Gómez-Colón. 

“Age shouldn’t define our 
maturity, our responsibility, 
[and] our capacity to do good 
and positively impact the 
lives of others. It was weird 
for a 15-year-old boy to call 
or email a solar lamp compa-
ny [and] ask for 30,000 dol-
lars worth of lamp orders. 

After its wooden predecessor 
burned to the ground in 1818, 
construction on Andover’s third 
schoolhouse began immediately 
and was completed in 1819. This 
year, Bulfinch Hall, previously 
referred to as the “Brick Acad-
emy,” celebrates its 200th anni-
versary.

While Bulfinch currently 
houses the English Department, 
the building has served as a 
schoolhouse, gymnasium, din-
ing hall, and an academic build-
ing. 

“I feel not quite worthy of 
its 200 year history, but at the 
same time I am excited that the 
department as it is now is not 
what people envisioned 200 
years ago for [Andover]. We are 
a much more diverse Bulfinch 
and a much more diverse stu-
dent body. That part is really 
exciting to me,” said Stephanie 
Curci, Chair of the English De-
partment.

Charles Bulfinch was origi-
nally credited with the design 
of the “Brick Academy,” though 
it was later found to be Asher 

Continued on A6, Column 1

Continued on A6, Column 1

COURTESY OF JEFF DOMINA

Entering Andover as a new 
Upper from Ukraine, Mykhai-
lo Bilokur ’20 felt as though 
there was a shortage of re-
search-based science opportu-
nities provided by the school. 
This thought prompted Bi-
lokur to put together a team of 
four students to present at the 
U.S.A. Young Physicists’ Tour-
nament (Y.P.T.) on January 26 
and 27.

The Y.P.T., which will take 
place in Rye, N.Y., is a competi-
tion where four-person teams 
from across the country come 
to compete, according to Mika 
Latva-Kokko, Instructor in 
Physics and the team’s Facul-
ty Advisor. The competition is 
styled as a ‘physics fight,’ simi-
lar to a debate, in which teams 
do research on four topics be-
fore the tournament.

“In Ukraine, I participat-
ed in similar competitions. I 
thought, why not create some-
thing similar here, and help 
people from here to really get 
involved in some basic re-
search?... And the beauty of 
[the competition] is that you’re 
coming up with a solution, 
you’re coming up with a report 
which is very similar to what 
real scientists do on a bigger 
scale,” said Bilokur.

“So [the teams are] going 
to present their experimental 
findings, and they’re going to 
try and shoot down the other 
people’s experimental find-
ings… Each one of them has a 
specific project that they will 
be defending, but they’re work-
ing together on all of them. In 
the end they only have to de-
fend three of the four projects 
so they can choose which ones 
they want to,” said Latva-Kok-
ko.

Since October, team mem-
bers Bilokur, Harry Shin ’20, 
Julia Zhu ’20, and Jason Huang 

’21 have conducted research on 
homopolar generators, extra-
terrestrial rainbows, pneumat-
ic mail transportation systems, 
and the motion of hammers 
in preparation for the tourna-
ment. 

Huang will present on ho-
mopolar generators, a kind of 
electrical generator.

“We are going to spin a cop-
per disk in a strong magnetic 
field so that it will generate a 
difference of electric potential 
between the center of the disk 
and the edge of the disk. This 
is a kind of basic generator be-
cause it generates a charge, a 
voltage, so that if you put a wire 
to it, it produces a current,” 
said Huang.

According to Bilokur, the 
homopolar generator has en-
gineering and historical signif-
icance, as it is one of the few 
generators that generates a sta-
ble direct current.

“So most generators work 
like magnets. They often create 
the voltage which is changing, 
so it’s positive-negative-posi-
tive-negative, like in the high 
voltage system which powers 
all the computers and mostly 
everything we have. But [the 
homopolar generator] gener-
ates the stable current, and 

this actually is sometimes use-
ful because [you don’t always] 
want to just throw electrons 
back and forth,” said Bilokur. 

Bilokur organized the team 
with help from Latva-Kok-
ko, who met most of the team 
in his Fluid Mechanics class. 
Now, they meet almost weekly 
to check in on experiments and 
discuss approaches to measure 
difficult data.

“Often times, the problems 
are intentionally stated or 
posed in such a way that the 
experiment you would think 
about right away. The first one 
might be the most difficult one 
to do and give you the least 
amount of data essentially. So, 
you have to simplify the prob-
lem in such a way that you can 
get to the information that you 
want to do, and that’s what we 
have been talking about,” said 
Latva-Kokko.

Latva-Kokko expressed his 
support for the public forum 
format of the final tournament 
presentations. According to 
Latva-Kokko, the debate-like 

Extraterrestrial Rainbows 
and Homopolar Generators: 

Andover Students to Compete at 
U.S.A. Young Physicists’ Tournament

SAMSON ZHANG
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Jason Huang ’21 (left) and Mykhailo Bilokur ’20 (right), two of the four 
members competing at the Y.P.T. , met at Physics Club in the fall.

LEXIE MARIANO

Bulfinch Hall Celebrates Bicentennial Anniversary
SAM ELLIOTT & 
LAURA OSPINA

At a warm and relaxed gath-
ering in the Underwood Room 
last Wednesday, students and 
teachers celebrated Nation-
al Coming Out Day and had 
the opportunity to hear about 
three teachers’ experienc-
es with coming out. Natalie 
Wombwell ’01, Assistant Dean 
of the Office of Admissions, 
David Farnsworth, Psycholo-
gist at Sykes Wellness Center, 
and Emma Berger, Teaching 
Fellow in Chemistry, all shared 
their “coming out” stories to a 
panel discussion organized by 
Marisela Ramos, Instructor in 
History.

“It’s important to keep shar-
ing these stories because it has 
a twofold result. One is that 
people will hear the stories, and 
you can put a person to them. 
When you get to know people, 
you become much more accept-
ing and embracing of differ-
ence. But also, one thing that 
people will clearly see is that 
there is no one way to come 
out,” said Ramos.

According to Ramos, some 
view Coming Out Day as some-
thing that strengthens heter-
onormative ideas such as the 
notion that gay people must 
“come out” from an identity in 
which they feel locked. Ramos, 

however, believes that the day is 
important in spreading visibili-
ty and representation and plans 
to hold the event annually. 

During the panel Wombwell 
said, “I came out when I was 
thirty, [which is] totally differ-
ent than most people’s experi-
ences… Throughout my twen-
ties I was in a lot of emotional 
turmoil. It was coming from an 
unpredictable place. It totally 
took over my life, and I didn’t 
know what to do. I couldn’t un-
derstand why I was experienc-
ing the emotional pain.” 

Wombwell said that a turning 
point in her journey came with 
the improvement of her mental 
health. By putting in the effort 
to let go of things she could not 
control and refrain from harsh 
self-judgement, Wombwell be-
gan to open up her world.   

Wombwell continued, “A lot 
of my family members are from 
different parts of the South, so 
I definitely grew up in a cer-
tain culture and religious sys-
tem where the norm was being 
heterosexual. My parents split 
up when I was seven, and my 
mom is an artist, so we’re not a 
conventional family in terms of 
where we lived. I found myself 
craving what the world around 
me defined as ‘normal.’ ” 

Since she came out later in 
life, Wombwell has not shared 

her story often. Nevertheless, 
she saw the panel as part of 
her journey. She also took it as 
a chance to express her sup-
port for other members of the 
LGBTQIA+ community shar-
ing their voices and serving as 
people that the questioning can 
look up to and lean on. 

“I’m a house counselor in a 
dorm and an advisor, and I’ve 
had many students come out to 
me. That was a really powerful 
experience, and that is some-
thing I feel honored to have 
gone through with students,” 
said Wombwell. 

Farnsworth, the second 
speaker at the panel, discussed 
his upbringing in an extremely 
conservative and religious en-
vironment. From a young age, 
Farnsworth was taught that be-
ing gay was inherently wrong.

“My mother lovingly told 
me, ‘Gay people are going to 
hell, and God created a disease 
to punish these people, and the 
disease is called AIDS.’ So at a 
very confused age of seven, I 
thought I had this disease, and 
that I’d just get sick one day. I 
carried this paranoia and confu-
sion with me,” said Farnsworth 
during the panel.

In his panel speech Farn-
sworth described how his fam-
ily viewed homosexuality as the 
devil tempting people to sin and 

how his family further attempt-
ed to “fix” his sexual orienta-
tion. At the urging of a youth 
counselor, Farnsworth was sent 
to a conversion therapy camp. 

“I underwent a gay exorcism 
at Bible camp from a evangelist 
who believed that demonic pos-
session was the cause of homo-
sexuality. But then, at the end 
of three days, it was my fault 
because I didn’t ‘want it’ bad-
ly enough, and I was holding 
on to it. So I internalized this 
shame that I wanted this ‘thing’ 
that was wrong with me,” said  
Farnsworth. 

Through years of repressing 
his identity as a child and adult, 
Farnsworth finally came out to 
his wife at the age of thirty.

Farnsworth said, “My life 

has blown apart these last nine 
years in ways I could’ve never 
imagined because there’s just 
not chains on me anymore. I’ve 
been able to integrate my sense 
of spirituality and sexuality.”

Concluding the panel dis-
cussion, Berger was the last 
to share her story of coming 
out at age 19 during her fresh-
man year of college. Although  
Berger never specifically ac-
knowledged that she was gay 
growing up, she reflected on 
how being gay has always been 
a part of her identity. 

“All of middle school, I felt 
the pressure to have crush on 
a boy. When you’re a seventh 

ASM Highlights Learning in 
the World Opportunities

Six student panelists shared 
their experiences with the Tang 
Institute’s Learning in the World 
(LITW) program at Wednes-
day’s All-School Meeting (ASM). 
LITW offers students learning 
opportunities outside of conven-
tional classrooms, such as attend-
ing a semester at The Mountain 
School in Vt. or experiencing Mo-
roccan culture over Spring break. 

The panel, hosted by Carmen 
Muñoz-Fernández, Instructor in 
Spanish and Director of LITW, 
was composed of Patrick Doheny 
’18, Justice Robinson ’18, Gabija 
Saginaite ’18, Emily Sanchez ’18, 
Akesh Shah ’18, and Tamas Tole-
rian ’18. 

Muñoz-Fernández said at 
the ASM, “By taking you outside 
of your comfort zone, we can 
give you the twenty-first centu-
ry skills needed to navigate the 

world we live in… like empathy, 
an understanding and respect for 
other cultures, an awareness of 
complexity, [and] a sense of agen-
cy and community.”

The panel discussion covered 
what students learned from each 
program.

Sanchez, who took part in the 
HUACA Project to Peru, said, 
“Once I had an opportunity to 
travel to Peru and go to the differ-
ent cities and see what the actual 
buildings looked like, I found that 
the difference between the Inca 
architecture and the Spanish 
architecture are actually pretty 
visible. For example, on a church 
the bottom half would be Inca ar-
chitecture and then the top half 
would be Spanish architecture, 
and I thought that it was pretty 
symbolic of culture being erased 
by [Spanish] conquest.”

Editorial A2

Rumor Has It

Sports B1-B4Commentary A2-A3

Miraya Bhayani ’21 criticizes our 
generation’s tendency to choose 
our role models based on Internet 
popularity.

Who Are My Heroes?
The Eighth Page B8

The Phillipian Has a New 
Official Mascot

Seniors Take to the WaterField Hockey Continues 
Season With 8-0 Record

Annual Art-600 exhibit showcases 
a variety of student work centered 
around the theme of invisibility.

but don’t expect us to make a big 
deal out of it. 

Students share the highlights of 
the second annual Senior Boat 
Cruise held on Tuesday.

The Phillipian, vol. CXL, calls for 
a greater level of transparency in 
decisions that affect the Andover 
student body.

IDE gang

Veritas Super OmniaVOL. CXL, No. 20 OCTOBER 13, 2017

COURTESY OF WIKIMEDIA

PAFH continues its unstoppable 
winning streak with four consecu-
tive wins in one week.

News A4-A5

Faculty Members Share Stories in “Coming Out Matters”

STAFF REPORT

STAFF REPORT
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Students spoke on their Learing in the World experiences in ASM.

Arts B5-B7

Invisibility in the Sanctuary

Term Grades 
Will Not Be 

Pass-Fail
Barn Babies 
Return to Campus

After careful consideration 
and listening to the input of stu-
dents, faculty, and parents of the 
Andover community, Head of 
School John Palfrey announced 
in an email sent to the student 
body this Thursday that final 
grades for this Fall Term will not 
be Pass-Fail. Rumors of having 
Pass-Fail grades had been circu-
lating within the student body 
despite the lack of an official con-
firmation of the proposal from 
the administration. Although 
the final term numerical grading 
system will remain the same, the 
teaching faculty and departments 
will continue to rework syllabi to 
meet students’ needs. In his email 
to the student body, Palfrey urged 
students to reach out to teachers, 
point persons, and advisors. 

“I understand the people who 
are for the Pass-Fail policy as a 
way to reduce students’ stress 
at a time… And I understand the 
other side, the people who want 
to return to normalcy, and for 
some people that is grades… I 
think that what’s important now 
with grades is that we continue 
the support that we’ve always 
had at this school and strength-
en that support and bolster it 
any way that we can, especial-
ly with grades and assessments 
during an especially difficult 
time. Just making sure that peo-
ple are taken care of and that 
their teachers are taking care of 
them,” said Sam Bird ’18, Student  
Body Co-President.

ISABEL MIKHEEV AND 
STEVE NAM

A composite image of Slater’s photographs shows a timline of the 2017 eclipse. See B7 for more. Courtesy of Donald Slater, Ph.D., Instructor in History and Social Sciences.
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Students interacted with a variety of “barn babies,” or young animals, in-
cluding baby pigs, kittens, rabbits, and dogs, in Underwood Room this Sun-
day. Turn to B6 for more coverage on this weekend’s activities.
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Continued on A4, Column 4

Continued on A5, Column 1
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Banners advertised the event outside of the Underwood room.

A 7
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A2 Commentary T h e  P h i l l i p i a n January 11, 2019

THIS PAST HOLIDAY 
break over Christmas 
dinner, my family and I 

began discussing politics. As the 
conversation turned to analyzing 
Brett Kavanaugh’s confirmation 
to the Supreme Court, our re-
marks grew increasingly heated. 
When I began to open up about 
how my experience as a woman 
has led me to believe Christine 
Blasey Ford, who accused Kava-
naugh of sexual assault, my uncle 
uttered the statement “I’m sick of 
talking about identity politics.”

The term “identity politics,” 
or the ways in which an indi-
vidual’s political beliefs are in-
fluenced by their race, gender, 
sexuality, culture, and social 
identity, has become a contem-
porary buzzword. Republican 
critiques of “identity politics” 
and “intersectionality,” defined 
by the Merriam-Webster Dic-
tionary as the “manner in which 
the effects of different forms of 
discrimination combine, over-

lap, or intersect,” have become 
increasingly common.  These 
critics claim that viewing poli-
tics through the perspective of a 
specific facet of identity is self-
ish, inhibits progress towards 
equality, and furthers party di-
vides.

Paul Ryan, Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, stat-
ed that identity politics is “mor-
ally wrong” and has a corrupt 
foundation.

These commentators, how-
ever, detract from the goal of the 
ideology. When the term “iden-
tity politics” was coined in the 
1970s by a group of black women 
known as the Combahee River 
Collective, their intention was 
to fight against oppression and 
bring members of marginalized 
groups closer to equality. The 
concept of identity was a start-
ing point in having important 
and critical discussions about 
marginalization, personal bias, 
and privilege. They used identi-
ty as a segue into compromises. 

In our country’s fraught po-
litical climate, it’s important to 
cultivate this sense of empathy 
and common understanding 
enhanced by individual identity. 
Recognizing people’s struggles, 
or lack thereof, is a vital step 
in understanding others’ view-
points. For example, although 
my uncle and I may disagree on 
whether Kavanaugh should be 
allowed to be a Supreme Court 
Justice, that doesn’t mean that 
we can’t have a civil discussion. 
He should make an effort to un-

derstand how his opinion as an 
educated white man can be dif-
ferent and equally valid as that 
of a young woman regarding 
sexual assault, toxic masculin-
ity, and sexism. Only after trying 
to understand our privileges, 
or lack thereof, can we begin to 
have an effective and educated 
debate.  

My uncle’s criticism of identi-
ty politics, however, missed the 
point that I was attempting to 
make. Being a woman doesn’t, 
and shouldn’t, give me superior-
ity or authority in a discussion 
simply because that is a margin-
alized identity. On the flip side, 
his identity as a man shouldn’t 
mean that his viewpoint is il-

legitimate. My intention wasn’t 
to deprive him of his power or 
ability to speak his mind; rather, 
it was to acknowledge our in-
dividual biases and provide a 
different interpretation of the 
topic. 

We should make an effort to 
see past the recent popularity of 
“identity politics” and recognize 
its true intention. When identi-
ty politics is used in a way that 
emphasizes equality and rights, 
it can help us reach a better 
understanding of one another. 
Especially at Andover, where 
people from relatively diverse 
backgrounds engage in politi-
cal discourse in a variety of set-
tings, it’s important to acknowl-

edge the privileges we have and 
disadvantages we face and how 
they can color our interpreta-
tion of an issue. Making a tangi-
ble effort to address identity and 
involve it in discussions, instead 
of simply bypassing it or view-
ing it as an attack on someone 
else, is important in reaching 
compromises and maintaining 
a level of respect that feels in-
creasingly rare in politics today. 
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Margot Hutchins is a three-
year  Upper from Stoning-
ton, Conn. and an Associate 
Copy Editor for The Phillip-
ian.  Contact the author at 
mhutchins20@andover.edu.

MARGOT HUTCHINS

The Importance of Identity in Politics
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Editorial

On January 3rd, the United States Con-
gress became the most racially diverse 
and gender-balanced that it has ever been. 
Out of the 101 newly sworn-in members 
of Congress, there were forty-two women 
and twenty-four people of color,  includ-
ing the first elected Native-American and 
Muslim Congresswomen. These elected 
officials’ admittance to Congress symbol-
izes more than just a political win. As a na-
tion, the United States often prides itself 
on having a population that encompasses 
people of various ethnicities, religions, 
and cultural backgrounds. Congress is 
slowly beginning to reflect the diversity in 
our country, and that diversity has already 
had a tangible impact.

Newly elected Congresswoman Alex-
andria Ocasio-Cortez has already started 
to change the political landscape with her 
fearless and straightforward comments on 
the current President and ambitious poli-
cies dealing with sustainability.  Ocasio-
Cortez represents the wave of politically 
active younger generations with her un-
traditional political background as a bar-
tender and a waitress. Her experience as 
a working-class woman gives her a unique 
opportunity to accurately voice the needs 
and concerns of people from lower socio-
economic backgrounds in the government.

After seeing the numerous women and 
people of color sworn into Congress this 
year, it’s easy to see this year’s elections as 
a victory already won. Diversity, though, 
goes beyond just the simple reflection of 
underrepresented groups — it is the active 
advocacy for these groups. We need to step 
back and see diversity beyond just that of 
a platitude.

As one of the cornerstones of Phillips 
Academy, the Youth From Every Quarter 
initiative acknowledges the school’s ef-
forts in promoting diversity of thought 
and background in an intentionally diverse 
community. Andover has created plat-
forms and programming centered around 
promoting diversity and has, to our belief, 

made progress. However, the benefits of 
said progress are rarely extrapolated be-
yond the idea that diversity is inherently 
good — we often gloss over that diversity 
is important and necessary because of the 
concretely positive impact it has in all of 
our lives.

At The Phillipian, we have found that 
differences of identity have made both our 
board and the content we produce stron-
ger. Although we certainly have a ways to 
go, we have found that new voices uncover 
often overlooked perspectives and narra-
tives. In our weekly Editorial talks, we of-
ten discuss campus, national, and interna-
tional issues to find a single, unified angle 
to publish for that week’s issue. Because 
of the variety of voices on our board, we 
are able to consider multiple experiences 
and perspectives, leading to a more nu-
anced and representative Editorial. Not 
only that, but the variety of perspectives 
that diversity offers reveals the collective 
needs of the community, so that we can 
all work towards fulfilling those demands 
and achieving equitable coverage. With-
out this diversity, we fail in our purpose as 
a newspaper to serve the entire Andover 
student body.

Whether it be in the boards of clubs 
like The Phillipian, friend groups, or class-
rooms, we encourage both students and 
adults alike to ask themselves: “Who is not 
present in the room, and which voices are 
we not hearing?” The burden of discussing 
the implications of diversity should not 
only fall upon students who are underrep-
resented in a particular space; we must all 
truly understand and recognize the impor-
tance of diversity. Similar to our govern-
ment, our community can only progress 
through collaboration, and we must look 
towards underrepresented voices as as-
sets, rather than quotas.

This editorial represents the views of 
The Phillipian, vol. CXLI.
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TOO MANY TIMES THIS 
year, I’ve left Paresky 
Commons and stepped 

into a courtyard where the flag is 
flying half-mast. With each news 
cycle bringing another tragedy 
to mourn, it seems that we are 
given less and less time to under-
stand and reflect on the mean-
ing of death. Often, this leads 
to desensitization — and that’s 
not our fault. When we are con-
fronted so frequently by some-
thing so grave, each repetition 
loses a bit of the sting the first 
event brought. But in the other 
case, when death is not forgot-
ten — when it remains with us 
throughout the day, throughout 
the week — it’s important that 
we don’t gloss over the nuance 
of how we react to the news. 
Because, too often, the dead be-
come saints. They’re extolled for 
their virtues, and their flaws are 
forgotten. For the most part, this 
is due to how we see the “good” 
in people as something opposite 
from an intangible “evil.” The re-
ality is that no situation is ever 
that simple, and it’s a dangerous 
mindset to think that one cannot 
exist alongside the other. 

Of course, dismissing that 
myth is much easier said than 
done, partly because it’s so easy 
to take for granted. It’s a classic 
binary. We see the world in cat-
egories, and those categories 
become characters: liberal and 
conservative, citizen and for-
eigner, male and female — we 
believe in the parts and so we 

play them without thinking. 
When I was a child, it was 

easy for me to assign the roles. 
My dad was the good guy, my 
stepdad the villain. When my 
parents divorced, my stepdad 
was filling shoes he wasn’t 
quite meant for. To me, he was 
taking a place — stealing some-
thing from my dad — and, in 
doing so, stealing a family from 
me. After their marriage, seeing 
more of him confirmed what 
I had thought. But when he 
started to 

lose his temper, when he took 
it out on me, my stepdad didn’t 
actually become any more evil 
— he just reaffirmed the role I’d 
already placed him in.

Each summer, I’d visit my 
dad in San Francisco and spend 

each day in awe of this man I 
barely knew. He was good, I 
thought, just because. That’s 
not to say my affection wasn’t 
deserved — I still love my dad, 
and for good reason, but his 
“goodness” was no more earned 
than it was just me finding 
what seemed a necessary coun-
terpart to my stepdad: since 
the evil existed in New York, 
there had to be good in San 
Francisco. So, at nine, when I 
watched my dad lose his battle 

with colon can-
cer, I cried uncom-

plicated tears.
In May of 2016, I left 

class early. My teacher 
answered a phone call 

from the front desk, told 
me to pack my bag, and I 

joined my mom in the car not 
knowing what to expect. The 
day itself was unremarkable: 
the sky was dotted with clouds 
but mostly clear; it was just 
mildly warm. Maybe it’s fitting, 
then, that the news didn’t come 
with the same weight as it had 
when I was nine. When my 
dad died, it rained and I cried. 
When my stepdad died, I bal-
anced between emotions — a 
sense of relief, a sense of com-
plicated grief; I kept a blank 
stare that admitted nothing.

The car pulled into a drive-
way I didn’t recognize filled 
with some faces that I did — my 
stepbrothers: 10, 17, 20 years 
old, and their families. I felt out 
of place — if it was the bond of 
marriage that joined us, then 
what were we now? Was my 
younger stepbrother still my 
brother? He walked over to me, 
and I knew the answer as I held 
him in my arms, as I felt his 
sobs rise and fall on my chest.

Later that night, as he fell 
in and out of sleep on my lap, 
I watched history repeat it-
self. I saw my face in his, saw 
him cry just as I had at nine. 

And I realized, regardless 
of who my stepdad was 

or what impact he 
and his ac-

tions had on me, he was gone. I 
would not pretend that our past 
did not exist; I would not and 
still don’t forgive all the mem-
ories my stepdad has left me 
with. But I determined then, 
as my brother rubbed the last 
of the first set of tears from his 
eyes, that this man could not 
have been wholly evil. At least 
not in the sense that I imagined 
that word.

The reality is that “good” and 
“evil” are caricatures. They sug-
gest absolutes that reality often 
fails to replicate. For all the 
times I felt scared to go home, 
there were just as many times 
that I listened with admiration 
as my stepdad related some ad-
vice or laughed as he cracked 
a joke. But because the nature 
of each of those words negates 

any sense of an in-between, 
because we imagine them so 
separately, I find it so hard to 
remember the good times. Any 
recollection of a happy memory 
seems to diminish the gravity 
of a painful one.

But I don’t think it has to. 
In my mind, there is a nuance 
that escapes these words, a nu-
ance that the language we use 
should aim to address. When 
I relate stories of my family to 
my friends, they often jump to 
their own moral conclusions. 
Recognizing good and evil 
has become a badge of merit 
in itself — you’re a good judge 
of character. But if people 
are either sinners or saints, 
we end up excusing behavior 
that seems uncharacteristic of 
them. When Brock Turner was 
sentenced, for example, a large 
part of the leniency in his de-
cision rested on the idea that 
seemingly “good” people don’t 
do evil things. 

If we continue to believe in 
this myth of good and evil, if we 
continue to place an emphasis 
on that binary, we risk not only 
mischaracterizing those who 
lie somewhere in the middle, 
but also excusing acts that fall 
at either end. I don’t want to 
enforce these categories any-
more. I’m done assigning inac-
curate roles: good and evil just 
aren’t good enough.

BEFORE WINTER BREAK, 
on December 10, students 
and faculty met in All-

School Congress to discuss room 
visitation policy. Several issues 
were identified, chief among them 
the current policy’s stigmatizing 
nature and the heteronormative 
culture created by its enforce-
ment. An alternative proposal 
was then passed around, with 
rules based on intra-dorm and 
inter-dorm visits rather than gen-
der. These rules, however, just 
expand the current restrictive 

parietal policies to encompass all 
room visits. While they eliminate 
the heteronormative aspects of 
room visitation policy, they fail to 
acknowledge the importance of 
private spaces for students’ well-
being and their development of 
healthy relationships. In discuss-
ing and making changes to our 
room visitation policy, it’s impor-
tant that in tackling one problem, 
we don’t take two steps backward 
in others.

As Andover students, we are 
on campus for weeks to months 
at a time. When we need to get 
work done, we can go to Lower 
Left, Gelb Science Center, or the 
Underwood Room. If we want to 
work out, we can go to the Sny-
der Center. There are spaces for 
practicing music, for working on 
projects in The Nest, and for cul-
tural events and clubs. But when 
we need privacy, where do we 
go?

The Blue Book and the al-
ternate policy proposal suggest 
that dorm common rooms and 
other campus spaces provide 

plenty of space for students to 
converse in private with friends 
and socialize. For many students, 
this is true. Other students like 
myself, however, just don’t find 
the same level of comfort when 
we are not in our rooms. Think 
about watching a movie or a 
show with your friends. Would 
it be the same if it occurred in a 
common room where anybody 
could walk in to fill up their wa-
ter bottle or microwave ramen? 
Or if the door had to be open 
90 degrees and the lights had 
to be on, with house counselors 
and dormmates nearby to hear 
your every word and reaction? 
Imagine playing cards, just sit-
ting around listening to music, or 
having a discussion about a con-
troversial or personal issue you 
don’t want to be overheard. Your 
room is the only place where 
you can choose to be with the 
people you trust, where there is 
both a physical barrier and an 
expectation of privacy between 
you, those you trust, and every-
one else. For certain students 

and dorms, this barrier might be 
entirely unnecessary, but for oth-
ers, especially for those in bigger 
dorms or those who are more in-
troverted and don’t have strong 
connections with everyone 
around them, their rooms are a 
necessary safe haven where they 
are free from judgement and free 
to be themselves.

Our rooms are unique places 
on campus (at least for students 
of the same gender in binary 
dorms) because they are readily 
accessible yet carry the expecta-
tion of privacy and safety. There 
are no other spaces on campus 
that fulfill the same role. Rules 
like restricted hours, requiring 
doors open/lights on, and need-
ing a house counselor to be on 
duty and patrolling would take 
away the only private space stu-
dents have left.

The Blue Book specifies that 
current room visitation rules ap-
ply to “students engaged in any 
intimate relationship.” These 
rules are designed to protect 
students’ safety and the school’s 
legal obligations and liabilities. 
Even aside from sex, a dorm 
room presents a unique envi-
ronment where students could 
be pressured into unwanted or 
unsafe situations with no easy 
escape. This is true for hazing 
and bullying of students of any 
gender or relationship, yet stu-
dents are trusted not to harass 
or assault each other when un-
monitored behind closed doors. 
Instead of taking away this trust 
and clamping down on all room 
visits, we should aim to extend it 
to cross-gender visitations. We 
should trust students to be ca-
pable of making good and safe 
enough decisions in their rooms 
to not need constant monitoring 
just because a visitor is of a dif-
ferent gender. In aiming to elimi-
nate heteronormativity, the ad-
ministration should try to extend 
their trust rather than renounce 
it.

Perhaps this outlook is too 
idealistic; not all students will 
be able to have healthy and safe 
relationships and many may fail 
to recognize and prevent dan-

gerous situations on their own. 
After all, we are young and our 
judgement is still developing, es-
pecially when it comes to activi-
ties like sex. This outlook doesn’t 
take into account that the school 
has a legal obligation to protect 
us while we are on campus. It 
also doesn’t take into account 
the effect of societal factors and 
rape culture on students. I be-
lieve, however, that this is the 
ideal we should be aiming for. 
Developing the ability to form 
healthy relationships and com-
municate clearly and truthfully 
with others is a big objective 
of the existing Empathy, Bal-
ance, and Inclusion program, 
and we should continue striving 
to get closer to a culture of con-
sent and respect. Guidance can 
come from relationships with 
teachers, house counselors, and 
other trusted adults on campus. 
The system of ensuring student 
safety should come from positive 
reinforcement and expectations 
elsewhere on campus rather 
than taking away room visitation 
freedoms.

I understand that policies 
need to be realistic and keep stu-
dents safe, but as a school that 
prides itself on being progres-
sive and innovative, Andover 
should be working towards de-
veloping a room visitation sys-
tem that is based on trust and 
reaching higher standards and 
expectations. Furthermore, we 
have to consider the importance 
of dorm rooms as private spaces 
necessary for fostering all kinds 
of healthy relationships and the 
shortage of such spaces else-
where on campus. We are lucky 
to have administration and fac-
ulty who encourage discussion 
about room visitation issues. In-
stead of boxing ourselves in, we 
should make changes that lead 
towards a truly better room visi-
tation policy and campus culture.

Re-Visiting Trust

Samson Zhang is a two-year  
Upper from New York, N.Y. and 
a Associate Video Editor for 
The Phillipian.  Contact the au-
thor at szhang20@andover.edu.k.song/the phillipian
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No More Sinners, No More Saints
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The reality is that 
“good” and “evil” are 

caricatures. They suggest 
absolutes that reality 

often fails to replicate.

We see the world in 
categories, and those 
categories become 
characters: liberal 
and conservative, 
citizen and 
foreigner, male and 
female — we believe in 
the parts and so we play 
them without thinking. 



A4  COMMENTARY T h e  P h i l l i p i a n January 11, 2019

I   WILL NEVER FORGET 
he day my grandfather 
killed my dog, Maggie. 

Yes, it was an accident, and 
accidents happen, but that 
does not change the fact that 
I’ll never forget Maggie’s col-
lar jingling as she ran to greet 
me after school or feel her 
snuggled up against my leg as I 
drift off to sleep. Even though 
I know my grandfather never 
meant for this to happen, it’s 
difficult to choose forgiveness 
as I remember this heartbreak-
ing moment.

We are constantly bom-
barded with the cliche “for-
give and forget.” It’s in mo-
tivational books on how to 
live a better life, intertwined 
in the plotlines of children 
shows, embedded in popu-
lar music, and highlighted 
in many religious practices. 
And yet, I am beginning to 
see that it is much easier 
said than done. In my heart, 
I know that I will eventually 
forgive my grandpa, even if it 
takes years or a few motiva-
tional books for my heart to 
begin to heal — forgiveness is 
a process, rather than an ac-
tion.

This past December, my 
family and I were travelling 
to Florida to ring in the New 
Year and, per usual, we left 

my nine-year-old Cavalier, 
Maggie, with my grandfather. 
We have done this countless 
times since she was a puppy 
and expected this time to be 
no different. But as we were 
boarding the plane, my dad 
got a call from my grandpa 
and my heart sank. Maggie 
got into a stash of dark choc-
olate that my grandpa left on 
the fireplace the night before 
while he was out to dinner, 
and eight hours later she was 
being rushed to the vet’s of-
fice.  

After two sleepless nights 
in Florida I decided to fly 
home early on New Year’s 
Day. I arrived in the I.C.U. 
scared and alone. What I 
found was a languid Mag-
gie, cage-ridden and strug-
gling to breathe. The doctors 
informed me that she could 
not walk or eat and was not 
mentally present. Here I was, 
holding the limp body of the 
dog that I had begged my 
parents for, my best friend 
of nine years, who I had just 
seen less than three days ago 
in prime health. 

Despite being told that 
Maggie would make a full re-
covery, we were called back 
into the I.C.U. at 4:00 a.m. the 
next day. Maggie was on oxy-
gen and had taken a turn for 
the worst. I was exhausted, 
confused, and angry. I felt 
robbed of the future with my 
dog and the memories we had 
yet to make. I couldn’t shake 
the thought that this situa-
tion was completely avoid-
able. Though I rarely hold 
grudges, it felt as though my 
relationship with my grandpa 
would never be the same. Af-
ter numerous hours of trying 
to save Maggie, I was forced 
to give her one last kiss and 
say goodbye.

I thought to myself, if my 

grandpa brought Maggie im-
mediately to the hospital 
after realizing she ate the 
chocolate, she would be sit-
ting next to me on her special 
blanket as I write this. De-
spite the fact that he knows 
dogs are strictly forbidden 
from eating chocolate, he 

waited eight hours allowing 
the toxins to work their way 
into her system irreversibly. 
Now, only her collar and her 
favorite stuffed animal sits 
on my bed in the place where 
she once was.

A large hole in my heart, an 
empty dog bed, and $14,000 
of hospital fees later, I’m not 
sure if I can ever look at my 
grandpa in the same way. I 
am his first grandchild — his 
Kaela Jean, his superstar — 
and he is my grandpa, who 
gives the best hugs and tells 
me my bad poetry is beauti-
ful. He’s attended my sports 

games, graduations, and tal-
ent shows. He’s never failed 
to be my biggest fan. Yet he is 
also the person who left out 
the dish of dark chocolate on 
the fireplace that killed my 
dog — and a part of me. 

Morally, I want to forgive 
him. It’s what I was taught 

to be right. I’m left with the 
haunting question: where do 
we draw the line for forgive-
ness and when can we not 
forget?  I don’t know if I can 
forgive my grandpa for this, 
but I can acknowledge his 
apologies. Forgiveness feels 
like I am pardoning or excus-
ing his actions, and while I 
may be able to do that some-
day in the future, I am not 
able to now. What the short 
and simple cliche of “forgive 
and forget” does not take into 
account is the time it takes to 
heal. It is a broad and gener-
alized statement that leaves 

no room for deeper, nuanced 
feelings. 

Each and every one of us 
requires different amounts of 
time to heal. It may take me 
a year to forgive my grandpa, 
while it may take my brother 
two weeks. What my broth-

er is able to forgive quickly 
doesn’t reflect badly on his 
character. Rather, it further 
demonstrates that forgive-
ness is different for everyone. 
The ability to forgive easily 
isn’t necessarily a bad qual-
ity, and neither is taking your 
time to heal before offering 
forgiveness. 

How Easy is it to Forgive and Forget?
KAELA AALTO

Kaela Aalto is a  three-year 
Upper from North Reading, 
Mass. and an Associate Copy 
Editor for The Phillipian.  
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to20@andover.edu.
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OVER BREAK, MY FA-
mily, like millions of 
families across the Unit-

ed States, was preparing for rela-
tives to come over for the holi-
days. We made pecan pie from 
an old family recipe and dusted 
off our fancy silverware, grate-
ful to be together. But while we 
were getting into the holiday 
spirit and coming up with New 
Year’s resolutions, 800,000 gov-
ernment employees were grap-
pling with the news that they 
would be working without pay 
or not working at all for an in-
determinable amount of time. 
As a result of President Donald 

Trump refusing to back down 
on his xenophobic border wall 
fantasy, he is solidifying his leg-
acy of failing to stand up for the 
American workers. 

Since December 22, ap-
proximately 25 percent of the 
government has been shut 
down, according to The Hill. 
The government is not shut 
down because of a natural 
disaster or crazy apocalyptic 
scenario. Instead, this gov-
ernment shutdown, which 
will soon be the longest in 
history, is a result of Trump’s 
inability to acquire the $5.7 
billion he requested for the 
construction of a southern 
border wall.

When asked about the 
shutdown, Trump remarked, 
“I’m very proud of doing 
what I’m doing. I don’t call 
it a shutdown. I call it ‘do-
ing what you have to do for 
the benefit and for the safety 
of our country,’” according 
the “New York Times.” And, 
while House Democrats ap-
proved legislation to partially 
reopen the government last 
Thursday, according to CNN, 
Trump has threatened that if 
that legislation reaches his 

desk, he will veto it.
The President’s 

uncompromising at-
titude is on track 
to have grave con-
sequences for the 

nation’s econ-

omy. When the 
government shut 
down for 16 days 
in 2013, the S&P 
estimated that the 
country suffered a 
loss of nearly $1.5 
billion daily. The 
current shutdown 
is costing nearly one million 
hard-working Americans a 
valuable paycheck and has no 
end in sight. 

The shutdown also poses 
drastic consequences to our 
wildlife and national parks. 
Since January 10, Joshua 
Tree National Park in Cali-
fornia has been closed due to, 

“sanita-
tion, safety and re-

source protection issues in 
the park that have arisen dur-
ing the lapse in appropria-
tions,” according to a state-
ment from the National Parks 
Service. David Lamfrom, 
director of the California 
Desert and National Wildlife 
Programs for the National 

Parks Conservation Asso-
ciation, also said to the Los 
Angeles Times, “Deserts are 
really unique systems… the 
impacts being caused [by the 
government shutdown] could 
take hundreds of years to re-
cover from.”

While the shutdown may 
seem distant, Andover com-
munity members can do 
something to help workers in 

need. One alumnus, Seth 
Moulton ’97, Representa-

tive for Massachusetts’ Sixth 
District, which includes 
the town of Andover, holds 
a unique position to enact 
change. For the past couple 
weeks, Moulton has called 
out Trump and House Re-
publicans on the government 
shutdown via Twitter. Now, 
it is time for him to trans-
late his words into actions. I 
call on him to join 44 of his 
congressional colleagues and 
withhold or donate his pay-
check until the government 
shutdown has ended.

Andover community can 
also call on their representa-
tives to do the same. I will be 
reaching out to my congress-
man, Antonio Delgado, and 
asking him the same that I 
have asked of Moulton. It is 
crucial that we work together 
to stop this appalling shut-
down so that hundreds of 
thousands of people and pre-
cious national parks do not 
pay the price.

AVA RATCLIFF
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Contact the author at arat-
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As a result of President 
Donald Trump refusing 

to back down on his 
xenophobic border wall 
fantasy, he is solidifying 
his legacy of failing to 
stand up for American 

workers.



Bringing personal expe-
rience and a vision of equal 
opportunity, Nicole Shadeed, 
Associate Director of Col-
lege Counseling, will assume 
the role of PALS Director in 
the 2019-2020 school year, 
succeeding Sean McCarthy, 
Interim Director. PALS, an 
Andover outreach program 
designed to provide seventh 
and eighth grade students in 
Lawrence with tools for fu-
ture high school and college 
success, will enter its 32nd 
year under Shadeed’s leader-
ship. 

Originally founded in 
1988 as a small partnership 
between Andover and the 
Leonard School in Lawrence, 
PALS has since expanded to 
send over 300 Andover and 
Andover High School tutors 
to four Lawrence middle 
schools. Students meet with 
their tutors twice weekly in 
Lawrence during the school 
year and for four weeks at An-
dover in the summer. 

Since its founding, the pro-
gram has graduated nearly 
600 students, who Shadeed 
says are now better equipped 
to tackle the challenges of the 
high school transition.

“I think students, from 
my understanding, probably 
feel more confident in their 
abilities as students. They 
feel they’re gaining some 
advanced skills in English 
and Math and so they’re go-
ing into eighth and ninth 
grade feeling more prepared 
and more confident,” said 
Shadeed in an interview with 
The Phillipian. 

The program also serves 
to provide information about 
the high school application 
process for those students 
who are interested in a pri-
vate secondary school educa-
tion. While the students are 
not urged towards any one 
high school, Shadeed said she 
hopes that giving the students 
access to information will al-
low them to make the best 
choices for their education.

“Certainly my philosophy 
in taking [PALS] over is that 
it’s an informational program, 
so the idea is to provide fam-
ilies and students with in-
formation that their peers in 
neighboring cities with dif-
ferent demographics might 
have access to, and providing 
that information to students 
and families in seventh grade 
so that they feel they have op-
tions and they’re not finding 
out about them in tenth grade 
and saying ‘oh, I wish I had 
known I could’ve applied to 
x, y, z school,’” said Shadeed. 

Shadeed said she intends 
to bring her experience as a 
college counselor to her work 
in PALS, hoping that the ad-
vantages provided to students 
in middle school will help 
them down the road when 
they begin thinking about po-
tential college aspirations. By 
providing students with an 
early start, Shadeed says she 
hopes that her work in PALS 
can help raise Lawrence stu-
dents’ preparedness for the 
application process. 

“I think working in [The 
College Counseling Office] 
and having an understand-
ing of the college admissions 
landscape is certainly go-
ing to help in thinking about 
what can I be teaching stu-
dents four to five years ahead 
of that application process 
that will help them no mat-
ter what. And that’s one thing 
I’m really excited about, to 
think that I can have an im-
pact through what we do in 
PALS,” said Shadeed. 

Growing up in Lawrence, 
Shadeed said she felt that a 
lack of information put her 
at a disadvantage in the col-
lege process. Now, with her 
experience in college coun-
seling, she feels that Andover 
students tend to take some of 
their advantages for granted. 

“I think when I was in my 
high school senior year apply-
ing to college, I didn’t know 
to go visit colleges. I’m first 
generation to college, [so] 
that wasn’t something I even 
thought to do. And I sort of sit 
in [The College Counseling 
Office] and think why didn’t 
someone tell me: ‘go visit a 
college.’ We’re in Lawrence, 
in five minutes we can be at 
Merrimack College, in 15 you 
can be at UMass Lowell, in 30 
without traffic you can be at 
any number [of colleges] in 
Boston. And there are some of 
those pieces that we [at An-
dover] do definitely take for 

granted,” said Shadeed.
As director, Shadeed will 

be responsible not only for 
managing the current logis-
tics of the program, but also 
representing Andover within 
the community PALS serves 
and building on the work of 
past directors. Alexa Leach 
’19, a PALS tutor who recent-
ly led a fundraising project 
which brought over $12,000 
to the program, is looking 
forward to continuing her 
work in the program under 
Shadeed’s leadership. 

“The director [definite-
ly] provides structure for the 
program, they’re obviously 
planning everything and try-
ing to make PALS the best it 
can be, so I’m definitely ex-
cited to see what Ms. Shadeed 
comes up with in terms of 
ideas,” said Leach in an inter-
view with The Phillipian.

Having been both a student 
and a teacher in Lawrence, 
Shadeed’s work will give her 
an opportunity to contribute 
once again to the communi-
ty’s education. Shadeed says 
that she is most motivated by 
a chance to work with Law-
rence students. 

Shaheed said, “Any teacher 
you ask who’s ever taught in 
Lawrence will hands-down 
tell you the students are the 
best part about being in that 
city. Absolutely.”

Editor’s Note: William Leg-
gat is an Associate Eighth Page 
Editor for The Phillipian. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF
This Week:
•	 Winter	Term	classes resumed Friday, January 4.
•	 Milena	Costa	de	Souza	and	Pedro	Vieira, the 

photographers behind From	America	to	Americas, 
a project examining U.S-Latin American relations 
and Latinx identity, visited campus last Wednesday to 
discuss their work. From America to Americas will be 
open in the Gelb Gallery until January 23.

Looking  Ahead:
•	 Students can sign up for hundreds of clubs and par-

ticipate in new extracurricular options at the	annual	
mid-year	club	rally, which will be held on Friday, 
January 11.

•	 On Saturday, January 12, the Andover Admissions 
Office will host “A	Day	with	Andover,” where pro-
spective students will be invited to campus to learn 
more about life and academics at Andover. Families 
can connect with faculty members through depart-
mental open houses and participate in a student panel 

discussion. 
•	 The Tang Institute’s “Mindfulness	and	Meditation”	

series continues on January 11 and 12, where former 
Buddhist monk Alexis Santos will lead a discussion 
and daylong workshop on mindfulness. 

•	 Next Thursday, January 17, author	of	New	York	
Times	bestseller,	“How	to	Raise	an	Adult,” and for-
mer Stanford University dean Julie	Lythcott-Haims 
will speak to the Andover community about over-par-
enting and its effects on both children and parents.

REPORTING	BY	ALEXANDER	ASHMAN

In the fall, Michael Bark-
er, Director of Academy Re-
search, invited 100 Juniors 
and Lowers to participate 
in a sleep experiment. Each 
student selected will wear a 
Fitbit watch, purchased with 
funds from the Phillips Acad-
emy (Andover) Institution-
al Research Project, to track 
their sleep patterns for the 
Winter and Spring Terms of 
this year and next year. 

Each Fitbit records ba-
sic user information, sleep 
logs and analysis, and activi-
ty data including step count, 
distance, active minutes, and 
calories burned. Students 
involved download an appli-
cation on their phone that 
connects to their Fitbit. The 
Andover Institutional Re-
search team, who designed 
the app, will then anony-

mously record the informa-
tion collected by the Fitbit. 
The aim of the experiment 
is to compare data from this 
year with data collected next 
year, when the new schedule 
and 8:30 a.m. start will be im-
plemented.

Malgorzata Stergios, As-
sociate Director of Acade-
my Research, hopes the new 
schedule will give students 
the opportunity to get more 
sleep. According to Stergios, 
The American Academy of 
Pediatrics recommends that 
schools start no earlier than 
8:30 a.m. every day.

“The underlying reason for 
the study is to bring import-
ant empirical insights about 
how [Andover] students 
can improve their sleep and 
overall wellness… We want 
to learn if our new schedule 
helps students sleep more,” 
wrote Stergios and Barker in 
an email to The Phillipian.

According to The Phillipi-
an’s 2018 State of the Acade-

my survey, 79 percent of the 
1043 student respondents re-
ported getting seven or less 
hours of sleep every night, 
and on average, students 
slept just under 6.7 hours per 
night.

The new schedule is de-
signed to allow students to 
get 8.5 to 9.5 hours of sleep 
per night, according to 
Barker’s email in October, 
but Emma Fogg ’21, a par-
ticipant, expressed doubts 
about sleeping eight hours 
per night, even with the new 
schedule.

Fogg said, “I don’t think 
that an extra 30 minutes will 
help that much for me to get 
more sleep. To get eight hours 
of sleep, that would mean 
that I would have to be in bed 
and asleep at 11:00 p.m. Even 
if I get in bed by 11:00 p.m., 
I usually don’t fall asleep for 
30 minutes. But I don’t get 
in bed by 11:00 p.m. anyway; 
I go to bed around 11:30 p.m. 
or 12:00 a.m., which means 

that I would be falling asleep 
at 12:00 a.m. or even close to 
1:00 a.m.”

Jeremy Zhou ’21 decided 
to join the experiment be-
cause of his previous interest 
in sleep monitoring. Zhou 
considers Andover’s process 
very simple and streamlined, 
and he enjoys the opportuni-
ty to help both himself and 
the organizers of the experi-
ment.

Zhou said, “I like this idea 
a lot. It’s important to know 
whether this kind of deci-
sion is actually useful to curb 
loss of sleep or whether high 
schoolers simply compensate 
by sleeping later, which is 
very much a possibility from 
my personal experience. No 
one likes the [implementa-
tion of ] unhelpful reforms.”

Arnav Bhakta ’22 is par-
ticipating in the experiment 
to become more aware of his 
sleep habits and work to im-
prove them. 

Bhakta wrote in an email 

to The Phillipian, “I wanted 
to have an accurate count of 
how much I sleep on average. 
Also, I thought that if I par-
ticipated in this study, then I 
would have more motivation 
to sleep, as I would be more 
aware of my health and strive 
to improve it.”

Bhakta enjoys having the 
Fitbit and believes that the 
experiment should continue 
in future years.

Bhakta wrote, “I would say 
that it is really fun. At the end 
of the day, I love seeing how 
many steps I have taken and 
how much sleep I am aver-
aging for that week. Then, I 
am able to set goals for how 
I will improve tomorrow in 
terms of exercise and sleep. 
I definitely think that the ex-
periment should continue in 
the future. I think it could be 
beneficial for all Andover stu-
dents to monitor their health 
but also have fun with it.”

DANIEL	CHO	&	
WILLIAM	YUE

100 Fitbits For 100 Students: 
Research Project Compares Sleep Trends Between 2019 and 2020

Nicole Shadeed 
to Lead PALS into its Fourth Decade

WILLIAM		LEGGAT

Shadeed		attended	Lawrence	Public	Schools	from	K-12	and	taught	English	at	Law-
rence	High	for	three	years.

A.LEBARON/THE PHILLIPIAN

Professional baseball players 
selected in the first round of the 
Major League Baseball draft are 
expected to earn $45 million over 
the course of their career. Such 
careers, however, are just as vol-
atile as they are promising. These 
same baseball players also have a 
46 percent chance of earning be-
low minimum wage. 

The high level of risk involved 
in these careers intrigued Eric 
Lax, a member of Forbes 30 Un-
der 30. Lax, who visited Andover 
last Friday, January 4, co-found-
ed Pando, a company that allows 
a group of people to pool their 
future earnings, providing each 
person with career insurance. In 
his presentation last Friday, Lax 
explained this business model.

“Pando is a platform where 
people in high-volatility careers 
pool their risk… What we do is we 
find a group of first rounders with 
the same expected value and want 
to invest in each other’s success, 
and they all come together and 
agree to put ten percent of their 
future earnings into a shared pool 
so that they all walk away with a 
safety net,” said Lax in an inter-
view with The Phillipian. 

While researching career 
volatility, Lax found that job se-
curity is becoming increasingly 
uncertain. Lax was prompted to 
research why people do not em-
ploy the same safeguards with 
their careers as they do with their 
homes and cars. 

“We don’t have any control 
over our careers. You’ve got 
health insurance, auto insurance, 
homeowner’s insurance, but our 
biggest ticket item is entirely un-
diversified. I started taking a look 
at trends in career volatility, and 
what I found is across the board, 
careers are becoming more vol-
atile. Two people leaving school 
with the same grades and the 
same jobs will have increasing-
ly divergent outcomes,” said Lax 
during the talk. 

During his presentation, Lax 
covered the role of human de-
cisions in the future of one’s ca-
reer, noting that people will often 
choose an objectively worse deal 
in order to avoid the risk of loss. 
Attendee Alan Fang ’21 found this 
aspect of career choices compel-
ling. 

“I found the talk last night re-
ally interesting, especially the part 
where he talks about human deci-
sions and how sometimes humans 
make really irrational decisions… 
It makes me wonder about all the 
subconscious decisions that we 
make in our head without really 
even knowing or thinking why we 
make those decisions,” said Fang. 

Lax created Pando to give peo-
ple more control over these deci-
sions. According to Lax, current 
users have been excited about not 
only managing risk, but also form-

ing lasting communities on the 
platform. 

“I think they got excited be-
yond just the risk aspect, about 
the community aspect, about 
saying this isn’t some financial 
institution who I’m making a deal 
with. This is me making a deal 
with a group of my friends, that 
we’re going to support each other 
through thick and thin,” said Lax 
in an interview with The Phillipi-
an. 

Andover by Corner Office, a 
club co-founded by Isaac Hersh-
enson ’20 and Max Levi ’19, in-
vited Lax to Andover. According 
to Hershenson, the club aims to 
invite speakers who, like Lax, fo-
cus on fiscal issues and entrepre-
neurship.

“[We] bring exciting speakers 
to young professionals who are 
accomplished, like Eric, to pro-
vide the students with interesting 
insights about the professional 
life. I think the [All-School Meet-
ings] might miss that note some-
times. We bring in great speakers, 
but sometimes I think the mes-
sage is more about equality and 
diversity, and this is really going at 
professionalism in the workforce 
and more business and entrepre-
neurial concepts,” said Hershen-
son.    

Although Pando currently fo-
cuses on professional baseball 
players, Lax and his team are 
looking to expand the service to 
include a wider range of careers. 

“I see this being a platform 
kind of like eBay, where you’re 
going to come on, and you have a 
lot of control. We’re going to cre-
ate a marketplace… Right now, it’s 
mainly professional baseball play-
ers. We just launched football, but 
we think that there’s a pool for 
everyone. I would say we’re go-
ing to look at a lot of entertainers, 
actors, actresses, entrepreneurs, 
and graduates of professional 
schools. Those are our next areas 
of growth,” said Lax.

Though Lax was surprised 
by his placement into the sports 
category on the Forbes 30 Under 
30  list, he attributed his recogni-
tion to the hard work of his “pan-
do”— his personal team. Though 
Lax uses this term to describe all 
those he has worked with, the 
term “pando” originally refers to a 
group of aspen trees whose roots 
intertwine beneath the surface, 
forming a single organism.  

“I think particularly in the 
category we were in, [we were] 
fairly weird. Everyone else is a 
professional athlete, and me and 
my cofounder have a combined 
vertical of like six inches. I think 
the nice piece is it’s really a reflec-
tion of how much hard work my 
team has put in and how success-
ful they are… I’ve been proud to 
be working with such an amazing 
group,” said Lax. 

Editor’s Note: Max Levi is a 
Layout Editor for The Phillipian. 

ZACH	MOYNIHAN

Forbes 30 Under 30’s 
Eric Lax On 

Managing Career Risk
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competition requires students 
to understand and feel com-
fortable with the physics of 
each experiment.

“It’s not as much of ‘Do you 
know how to do the math?’— 
even though that might be im-
portant as well — but ‘Can you 

understand what the physics is 
and can you explain it to oth-
ers?’” said Latva-Kokko.

As the tournament ap-
proaches, the team’s experi-
ments are progressing steadily, 
according to Huang and Bi-
lokur.

“For my part, I’ve done all 
the theory. Now I’m waiting 
for a very strong magnet, and 
we are going to try to use a drill 
as our main power source to 

attain the maximum spinning 
speed of the disk. A stronger 
magnet will work because it 
will generate a stronger volt-
age,” said Huang.

“During the next week we 
want to pretty much finish all 
the experimentation so that we 
can work on finalizing what we 
have and make presentations 
the week after that,” said Bi-
lokur.

Echoing Bilokur’s reasons 

for starting the project, Lat-
va-Kokko sees value in the 
Y.P.T. for its research focus. 

“This is doing physics like 
real physicists do. You do an 
experiment, you find data, 
based on that you compare it 
to the model you have and the 
comparison of the data and the 
model will tell you what as-
sumptions have turned out to 
be correct, what assumptions 
haven’t been correct, and also 

where would you need to move 
next. It’s all driven by how they 
plan their experiments and 
what the results of the experi-
ments are,” said Latva-Kokko.

Editor’s Note: Harry Shin is 
an Associate Digital Editor for 
The Phillipian.

U.S.A. Young Physicist’s Tournament Features Physics 
Debates Over Four Principal Topics 

Continued  from A1, Column 5

And it would’ve been weird if 
they just said, ‘Okay.’ So obvi-
ously I had to involve adults... 
and sometimes you wouldn’t 
be taken seriously,” said Go-
mez-Colon. 

According to Gó-
mez-Colón, he was surprised 
with the overall positivity 
of the victims in spite of the 
tragedy. He recalls how the 
citizens were willing to help 
their communities as well as 
their family even when sup-
plies were limited.

“There was this specif-
ic community leader from 
Morovis. The moment I got 
to Morovis, he was already 
with a caravan of four cars 
of volunteers from his com-

munity who were also going 
to help me reach out to peo-
ple, go into their homes, and 
give them the help they need-
ed. That was the first thing 
that impacted me,” said Gó-
mez-Colón.

“After [the visit] ended, we 
went to his house and visit-
ed. And he had lost his roof. 
He had had to move into his 
parent’s house… And I was 
thinking, ‘This man, with all 
the burdens that he’s going 
through, still set his mind to 
helping those in his commu-
nity.’ That was the most im-
pactful thing that I could have 
possibly seen. He was so will-
ing and such a good-hearted 
person… that was the mindset 
that I had originally thought 
of when the hurricane came 
and my house flooded and ev-
erything.”

Gómez-Colón stressed the 

importance of a being a con-
scious citizen and always to 
persevere as the Puerto Rican 
victims did in the aftermath 
of Hurricane Maria.

“I think it’s made me real-
ly appreciate what you have. 
[Hurricane Maria] has made 
me become a more aware cit-
izen by enabling me to know 
about things around me hap-
pening. It was a very disas-
ter-prone year, that end of 
2017. And I thought I might 
not reach this goal [of rais-
ing at least 100,000 dollars]... 
This is what I always say — 
instead of being spectators of 
the problem, we should be fa-
cilitators of solutions. Always 
keep your drive, keep your 
passion, and then the rest will 
come.”

Salvador Gómez-Colón Dedicates Aid 
to Relieving Damage Caused by 

Hurricane Maria

Continued  from A1, Column 2

200th Anniversary of Bulfinch Hall: Schoolhouse, Dining Hall, Gymnasium, 
and Academic Building

D.ZHU/THE PHILLIPIAN

Bulfinch Hall, originally built in 1819, was first known as the “Brick Academy.”  The original Bulfinch measured 40 by 80 feet and had far fewer separate rooms when compared to its current lay-
out.

Benjamin’s design, according to 
Paige Roberts, Director of Ar-
chives and Special Collection.

“We have evidence that the 
school paid [Benjamin] 15 dol-
lars for his work designing the 
exterior of the building. That’s 
important to mention because 
we think of Bulfinch as the ar-
chitect of Bulfinch Hall, when in 
fact Charles Bulfinch designed 
Pearson Hall,” said Roberts.  

For the first 50 years, Bul-
finch was used as an academic 
building. In the 1860s, it was 
transformed into a gymnasium, 
undergoing several changes 
such as the removal of the sec-
ond floor and installing gym-
nastic equipment, according to 
Roberts. 

In June of 1896, a fire burned 
down the interior of Bulfinch, 
ending its service as a gymnasi-
um. Bulfinch was then rebuilt as 
a dining hall and named the Ban-
croft’s Beanery after the Head 
of School, Cecil Bancroft, at the 
time. Following the construction 
of Paresky Commons in 1930, 
Bulfinch underwent a renova-
tion yet again, to refacilitate its 
use as an academic building. 

“Bulfinch Hall embodies 
[Andover’s] ability to adapt to 
change. The fact that it served 
all these different functions is 
extraordinary. I think it’s a beau-
tiful building. In some ways, it 
looks very simple. At least for 
me, that’s part of what I like 
about it; it’s almost kind of reas-
suring. There’s no overcompli-
cating features,” said Roberts. 

According to Sherri Hallgren, 
Adjunct Instructor in English, 
Bulfinch is a prime exam-
ple of Andover’s 
tradition of 

remaining true to original core 
values. 

“We still have a traditional 
foot in our original core prin-
ciples and you see it embodied 
physically in the rooms that we 
teach in. They’re here, the old 
walls, the old windows. Look at 
how thick these walls are, you 
can see how far back the win-
dows are,” said Hallgren.

Hallegren continued, “and 
these floors. I don’t know when 
these floors were last paid atten-
tion to, so that when you try to 
scooch your chair in they can’t 
jump each board going forth.”

In 2012 to 2013, Bulfinch was 
renovated, once again adapting 
for the needs of its current stu-
dents. The building was made 
handicapped accessible, the Ti-
rana Room was built, and new 
technology was added to the 
building. A functional green roof 
with real plant life was placed 
above the Tirana Room, 
wall colors changed, and 
the historic debate room 
was turned into a faculty 
lounge, according to “Bul-
finch Hall Reborn and An-
dover: The Official Maga-
zine of Phillips Academy.”

Jeff Domina, Instruc-
tor in English, was a Com-
mittee Member during the 
renovation. The commit-
tee decided to use the trees 
that needed to be cut down 
for the renovation to create 
new furniture for the build-
ing. 

The Committee elected 
furniture maker Strother 
Purdy ’85 to head 
the project. 
H e                        

created new seminar tables, as 
well as a few smaller tables. Do-
mina later said that he liked that 
they were able to use everything 
at their disposal, as well as make 
a connection with an alum.

“You know we said we want-
ed it to be our trees, our wood, so 
you know there are a lot of knots 
and things like quirky marks in 
the wood, even though he did 
beautiful work on them. It feels                   

kinda cool because it’s like a sa-
cred [aspect] of the place,” said 
Domina.

When the knots provided 
trouble for Purdy, he had the 
idea to float a new 2012 penny 
into the resin every time that 
they had to fill a knot. Domi-
na says that every large object 
he made has one hidden some-
where. 

The architectural details that 
were added and restored in the 
1930s renovation continue to be 
preserved today, according to 
Domina. 

“The way that the building it-
self still has some of its architec-
tural quirks and the interest of it 
on the exterior and the interior. 
You see traces of its history, you 
see the stains on the bricks on 
the outside, which are from the 
fires,” said Domina. 

Although new technology 
has been added to Bulfinch, it 
has maintained many of its older 
aspects. Bulfinch still uses small 
classrooms suitable for discus-
sion-based classes, according to 
Hallgren.

“The last school I taught 
at had smartboards in all the 
classrooms, but I love the 
emphasis here. The more I 
teach the more I think that 
what really matters is that 
the students can all look at 
each other, and listen to each 
other, and talk to each oth-
er. And that we all spend way 
too much time riveted into the 
little black mirror space of our 
screens,” said Hallgren.

Bulfinch has been a 
transformative part 

of students’ 
lives at 

Andover, as the opportunity to 
have peer discussions and inter-
pret texts have stuck with many 
students, according to Domina. 

Jack Fates ’22 said he enjoys 
the conversations that Bulfinch 
fosters and he appreciates the 
history of Andover students who 
took English in Bulfinch.

“It’s just cool to think about 
how I’m just one student out 
of thousands [who] have come 
here. Its just cool to think about 
how so many people have come 
and learned through Ando-
ver, and especially in Bulfinch, 
cause everyone goes to Bulfinch 
[because] they have to take En-
glish,” said Fates.

According to Patrick Rielly, 
Instructor in English, one of his 
favorite experiences in Bulfinch 
was teaching Frankenstein in 
the fall for English-100.

“Frankenstein was published 
in 1818 so it was also celebrating 
its 200th year [this academic 
year]. It’s kind of amazing imag-
ining Mary Shelley writing Fran-
kenstein as this building was be-
ing built. It just seems so far to 
where we are now. I think James 
Monroe was the president while 
it was being built. That kind of 
timeline is fun to imagine and 
being a little tiny part of that is 
really cool,” said Rielly.

Domina said he feels lucky 
to be a part of the community in 
Bulfinch.

Domina said, “I think when 
we’re at our best as learners, 
teachers, and students, we’re 
working together toward bet-
ter thinking, towards truth. By 
thinking hard about literature, 
philosophy, the world around 
us, and the ways that we can 
treat each other better and live 
better lives and take the joy in 

what’s beautiful about lit-
erature.”

Continued  from A1, Column 5

PHOTOS COURTESY OF JEFF DOMINA

After a fire damaged the building in 1896, Bulfinch Hall was fixed and used as a storage and warm-up space for athletic programs.  The Borden Gym opened in 1902, which lead Bulfinch to be 
enlarged and fitted as a school dining hall. It was later replaced by what is now Paresky Commons.
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The Brace Center Faculty 
Fellowship is an annual pro-
gram that selects one faculty 
member to do research in the 
context of gender. This year, the 
Brace Center for Gender Stud-
ies granted its next fellowship 
to Stephanie Sparling Williams, 
Visiting Scholar in Art History 
and Assistant Curator of the Ad-
dison Museum of American Art.

Sparling Williams will spend 
this fellowship investigating the 
intersections between technol-
ogy, race, gender, and the body, 
with a specific emphasis on 
how those ideas connect to the 
works of women-identified art-
ists of color. 

Her project, which will span 
over the course of 2019, is made 
up of “comparative textual and 
conceptual analysis, close ex-
amination of bodies of work by 
female artists of color, and the 
production of an article for pub-
lication,” according to an an-
nouncement published in The 
Andover Gazette.

In an email to The Phillipi-
an, Sparling Williams explained 
the motivations behind her in-
vestigation, which relies on a 
multi-faceted approach. 

“Now that people of all rac-
es and genders are entering the 
digital realm in ways that extend 
their physical bodies and move 
beyond physical space, I’ve been 
increasingly interested in theo-
rizing the effects this has on art 
and the culture that is produced 
at the intersections of humanity 
and technology,” wrote Sparling 
Williams.

According to Flavia Vidal, 
Director of the Brace Center for 
Gender Studies, the program is 
especially excited by the inter-
disciplinary nature of Sparling 
Williams’ project. Her propos-
al, which places notable focus 
on the representation of bodies, 
was chosen amongst many ap-
plications in the fellowship se-
lection process. 

“[Applicants for the fellow-
ship] turn in a variety of materi-
als — a project proposal, where 
they say what they would like 
to do and why this is important, 
and their curriculum vitae, so 
we know what their prior ex-
pertise is, both academic, pro-
fessional, in relation to gender 
specifically, and in relation to 

this project. They also submit a 
preliminary bibliography. In the 
proposal, we ask that they speak 
to how the project can impact 
the community,” said Vidal.

Conducting professional re-
search and designing communi-
ty-oriented resources around an 
aspect of gender is an opportu-
nity that the fellowship unique-
ly helps faculty members to car-
ry out, according to Vidal.

“The idea that we encour-
age our adults to continue their 
learning, to continue their intel-
lectual and scholarly develop-
ment, and that we make room 
and time so that they can pursue 
these interests and share the re-
sult of their inquiries with other 
community members is really 
really important. It reinforces 
our overall mission of excel-
lence as an educational institu-
tion,” said Vidal.

Sparling Williams’ propos-
al was informed both by her 
unique perspective as an art 
historian and visual cultural 
studies scholar and her role as 
a teacher in the Andover com-
munity. 

“I have always been inter-
ested in art and bodies — both 
artists’ bodies and the bodies of 
spectators. My interest in tech-
nology and post-humanism has 
been recent, as many of the art-
ists I study, as well as emerging 
artists broadly, have used vari-
ous technologies in their work. 
Gaming is an entirely new inter-
est — it is one way I am thinking 
about translating my research 
for broader audiences in this 
high school context,” wrote 
Sparling Williams. 

Towards the end of Sparling 
Williams’ project, she will pres-
ent and use her research to fa-
cilitate better discussions about 
the many relationships between 
humans and technology. 

“I hope to get this commu-
nity thinking critically and dif-
ferently about humanity, and 
about bodies in particular. What 
are our limits as humans, where 
have we used technology to 
meet us in those limitations and 
extend the possibilities of our 
bodies, and what does this mean 
for, well, humanity?” wrote 
Sparling Williams.

In addition to impacting the 
community, Sparling Williams 
says she hopes that this project 
will help to address inquiries in 
her fields of interest as a whole. 

Sparling Williams wrote, 
“Admittedly, I’m most interested 
in what this means for art, and 
how we understand art’s history 
when the lines become blurred 
between artists and computers, 
for example. Or, what this might 
mean for race and gender stud-
ies when our bodies are no lon-
ger our primary point of contact 
for our various experiences.”

Editor’s Note: Junah Jang is 
an Associate Commentary Editor 
for The Phillipian. 

Dr. Stephanie 
Sparling Williams Named 

Brace Center Faculty 
Fellow

JUNAH JANG

After leaving college in New 
England, photographers Milena 
Costa de Souza and Pedro Viei-
ra set out on a road trip to their 
home country, Brazil. The cou-
ple never imagined that their 
initial journey would grow into 
a project that spanned over 14 
years and took them throughout 
the American supercontinent. 
Their photographic exhibition, 
“From America to Americas,” is 
now open for the public to see 
in Gelb Gallery until January 23.

The two photographers, 
along with Stephanie Sparling 
Williams, Assistant Curator at 
the Addison Gallery of Ameri-
can Art and Visiting Scholar in 
Art History, spoke at a lunch 
and discussion sponsored by the 
Tang Institute last Wednesday. 
The photographers discussed 
their journey and their work, 
which emphasizes Hispanic 
identity, country borders, Lat-
in American political activism, 
and intersectionality between 
gender and culture. 

“So we were very curious 
about the political situation that 
was happening in Latin Ameri-
ca. There was a lot of political 
turmoil. A lot of changes were 
happening,” said Costa de Sou-
za during the event.

Costa de Souza continued, 
“People that fought against 

dictatorships in Latin Ameri-
ca were getting elected as new 
social movements were rising. 
So this is something that we’re 
very curious about. And it also 
had to do with our search for 
our own identity and like this 
question that we were raising 
through that year. So that’s how 
we decided that we decided 
that this project, ‘From Ameri-
ca to Americas,’ was going to be 
about the social movements.” 

Before coming to the United 
States, Costa de Souza and Viei-
ra never put much thought into 
issues related to race and eth-
nicity. They soon experienced, 
however, being labeled as ei-
ther Hispanic or Latinx, which 
prompted their desire to start 
exploring their identity.

“[It was] the first time that 
we realized that we are from 
Latin America. It’s funny to say 
that, but once you’re living in 
your own country, sometimes 
you don’t ask yourself some 
questions. And of course iden-
tity and subjectivity changes 
as you go around the globe and 
through specific experiences. 
So that’s why and how we de-
cided to start this project,” said 
Costa de Souza.  

Both Vieira and Costa de 
Souza expressed hope for their 
work to be used pedagogically 
by students at large. 

“We want the students to 
have a broader sense of Ameri-
ca; [we want them] to think that 
the concept of America, Amer-
icas, and Latin America can be 
taught in a broader way and 
we can think beyond the bor-
ders. We can try to understand 
it beyond all these colonization 
processes and try to find these 
places where we can start con-
versations. This project is very 
intersectional that some points 
just connect all these countries 
that we’ve been to, all these cul-
tures that we have visited,” said 
Costa de Souza. 

Sparling Williams explained 
that the exhibition had already 
been taught in many classes 
with many more courses in line 
for the future. 

“There are ideas for using 

this exhibition in Math and Sci-
ence classes, in Spanish classes, 
English classes, History classes, 
and Art classes which is really 
exciting, and today I want to use 
the rest of our time to preview 
one of the core methodology 
that I teach with here and that 
I’ve developed over my years of 
teaching: close looking or slow 
looking,” said Sparling Wil-
liams. 

The faculty members who 
were present responded well to 
Sparling Williams’ activity and 
said that they would consider 
using the gallery to assist their 
teaching. 

“Milena and Pedro are com-
ing to my class, Spanish-620, 
and I love that we can have 
that connection to what we are 
studying right now,” said Car-
men Muñoz-Fernández, In-
structor in Spanish and Direc-
tor of the Learning in the World 
program.

Rafael Kelman, Instructor in 
Art, shared Muñoz-Fernández’s 
sentiment. 

“I haven’t yet used [the ex-
hibition] for teaching, but I ha-
ven’t yet figured out the specif-
ic teaching resources that Dr. 
[Sparling] Williams generated. 
So I was very interested to hear 
about those and to participate 
in the pedagogical activity that 
was pretty new to me,” said Kel-
man.  

Kelman continued, “I’m still 
trying to figure it out as an art 
teacher who is not teaching 
photography because there isn’t 
that easy connection to make. 
But I think just looking at com-
position and just how mean-
ing is made in these objects is 
something that can apply to any 
medium. I’ll probably try to get 
my Art-225 class in here to try 
to do some drawings of the pho-
tographs.”

Many students can look for-
ward to viewing the gallery 
or studying it in many of their 
classes across multiple disci-
plines. 

Editor’s Note: Andy Zeng is 
an Associate Commentary Edi-
tor for The Phillipian. 

From America to Americas: 
Behind Photographers

ANDY ZENG 

Global Citizens: 
Igor Barakaiev Adapts to Social and Academic Life at Andover

On his way to Andover, Igor 
Barakaiev ’20 lost his baggage in 
France. When he finally landed, 
it was his first time stepping foot 
in the United States. Barakaiev 
had spent his entire life in 
Ukraine. 

According to Barakaiev, his 
experiences at school in Ukraine 
were much different from his 
experiences at Andover. 

“The education system is 

very different [in Ukraine]. It 
is still pretty much Soviet, so 
everyone has 18-20 subjects at  
the school. We take all of our 
sciences at the same time, all of 
the languages at the same time,    
as well as Ukrainian history and 
international history at the same 
time. You can’t really focus on 
all of them, so you spend a ri-
diculous amount of time doing 
each one of them and then you 
don’t remember anything,” said 
Barakaiev.

Barakaiev discovered An-
dover through a program in 
Ukraine called Ukraine Global 
Scholars.

He said, “Basically what [the 
program does] is they select sev-
eral students from Ukraine and 
guide them on how to apply to 
schools in the United States. 
Most of them are alumni of top 
colleges and schools. One of 
them was Anastasia Prokhoren-
ko ’15. She graduated from An-
dover in 2015 and introduced me 
to the school.”

Barakaiev said that one dif-
ference between Ukraine and 
the United States is societal at-
titudes. 

“I would say people in the 
United States are generally hap-
pier, maybe because the quality 
of life here is higher. People at 

least smile and say, ‘Hi! How are 
you?,’ even if they don’t mean 
to ask, ‘How are you?’ It’s just a 
nice gesture. In Ukraine, people 
just ignore each other mostly. It 
has pros and cons,” he said

Although Miles McCain ’19, 
one of Barakaiev’s friends, has 
observed some cultural differ-
ences between Barakaiev and 
Americans, he believes that 
Barakaiev has smoothly adjust-
ed to the United States’ culture.

“There have definitely been 
times where it has been clear 
with Igor that he is not used to 
the same social expectations. 
Never between us, but some-
times I have seen confusion be-
tween him and teachers. I have 
had several classes with Igor, 
and I think he gets caught up 
with the little details. He has 
done remarkably well here. He 
has earned very good grades, 
made wonderful friends, and in-
volved himself on campus. As far 
as a transition from Ukraine to 
here is concerned, I think he has 
done quite well,” said McCain.

Misha Bilokur ’20, a new Up-
per, is also from Ukraine and met 
Barakaiev through the Ukraine 
Global Scholars program. Ac-
cording to Bilokur, his previous 
relationship with Barakaiev 
helped him adjust to life at An-

dover.
“When I arrived at Andover, 

it was really confusing at first. 
Igor was one of those people, 
and maybe the main person for 
me, that showed me around and 
helped me to understand how 
everything works. It is a really 
amazing thing when you have 
someone to ask honestly any 
questions you want. That is one 
of the main differences between 
my experience here and Igor’s. 
Igor arrived here alone, so he 
had to figure out everything on 
his own. My adaptation became 
much easier thanks to Igor,” Bi-
lokur said.

Before Andover, during the 
summer, Barakaiev, who is inter-
ested in computer science, engi-
neered the mobile game virtual 
“Icy Bounce.” In the electronic 
game, the controller plays for the 
central character, Dr. Penguin, 
and orders controls for jump-
ing from one known ice block 
to the next. Stores, specifically 
the Apple App Store, featured 
Icy Bounce in 70 countries and 
the app has over 200,000 down-
loads, according to Barakaiev. 
Although he designed the app 
in Ukraine the summer before 
coming to Andover, Barakaiev 
believes his time at Andover 
helped the app grow.

McCain said, “Igor is one of 
the best computer scientists at 
Andover. I would say he is cer-
tainly one of the best we have 
seen in a long time. Unlike many 
here, he is doing real projects 
that you can go online and find 
or download from the App Store. 
It is rare to find someone who 
has... the technical skill of Igor, 
the social skill, and the drive. 
So Igor is this sort of holy trini-
ty where all of these three very 
important factors come togeth-
er. That speaks to his incredible 
music talent. That speaks to his 
prowess as a programmer. And it 
speaks to his success as an aca-
demic.”

Barakaiev is grateful to have 
been given the opportunity to 
attend Andover.

“[Attending Andover] gives 
me the opportunity to really un-
derstand how much value there 
is in the education here com-
pared to Ukraine. [In Ukraine], 
I spent most of my time doing 
homework and didn’t really get 
anything from it. And addition-
ally, you are exposed to really 
smart people here and the com-
munity is exceptional.

Editor’s Note: Andrew Cohen 
is an Associate Sports Editor for 
The Phillipian. 

ANDREW COHEN

Barakaeiv , a guitarist, plans  to play at 
the All-School Meeting Talent Show in 
the spring.
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Sparling Williams’s project devel-
oped from her catalogue essay on 
multi-media artist Sondra Perry.

D.OWYANG/THEPHILLIPIAN
Photography allowed Costa de 
Souza and Vieira to reflect on their 
ethnic and cultural identities. 



The Week’s Top Headlines
• New Lower Facing Social Exile For Failing to 

Reminisce About Good Old Days of Freshman 
Spring 

• Gelb Office Candy Basket Disappointingly 
Empty For Third Week In A Row 

• New Research Reveals Sweet Potato Pie Is 
Definitely Not a Dessert 

• Edgy Upper Girl Wants to Know if You’ve 
Heard of Lana Del Rey 

• Whole School Collectively Runs Out of Out-
fits They Got For Christmas, Back to Wearing 
Andover Apparel Until Next January 

• Burnt Out Senior Doesn’t Really Care When 
Head of School Day Is

Christmas Presents We 
Returned 

A Look at Andover’s 
Least Relevant Sport (and 
We Have a Power Walking 
Team)

An exclusive interview 
with Nordic Post-Graduate 
Jim Jimberly ’19

Q: What is Nordic like?
A: It’s all of the fun of 

downhill skiing, except 
they got rid of all the fun 
parts and then just turned 
it into cross-country on two        
slippery chopsticks.

Q: What is your favor-
ite part of Nordic?

A: I love when we sacri-
fice a weakling before every 
meet for good luck, the issue 
is every time we do that the 
team gets a little smaller. 
RIP Jeremy [Jackson ’17].

Q: Is Nordic your fa-
vorite sport?

A: Nordic isn’t a sport, 
it’s a lifestyle. *Jim begins 
pounding his chest*

Q: Who do you guys 
compete against?

A: Of course we compete 
with ourselves, it’s about do-
ing our best and improving 
our fastest times. If, by the 
end of the day, I still have 
any will to live — the day 
was a failure. Also, there re-

ally isn’t anyone else to com-
pete with, since Nordic fell 
out of fashion around the 
same time disco and sweat-
er vests did.

Q: What is being on the 
team like?

A: I really think we have 
great team chemistry; we 
are probably the only 100% 
sober team at Andover. Of 
course, we’re probably also 
the only team with a 3:00 
p.m. curfew, so that might 
have something to do with 
it.

Q: Do you have any 
team rituals?

We all have matching 
tattoos of ski poles in an 
upside down cross to signi-
fy our commitment to each 
other and to the sport. Plus 
I think the team bus rides 
up to the  mountains are 
my favorite part because 
the team really cares about 
each other. Everyone is will-

ing to help with homework 
and sometimes we do group 
sing-alongs to channel the 
dark lord. It’s a real hoot.

Q: What is the hardest 
part of Nordic?

A: The chafing.
Q: What are your hopes 

for Nordic this season? 
Do you have any goals for 
yourself/the team?

A: I’m really excited for 
apparel this term. I think 
we are trying to get Nordic 
fleece jock-straps to avoid 
any semblance of comfort 
during long meets. I’m al-
ready the best on the team 
but I would love it if I could 
find an apprentice to take 
my place because not ev-
eryone on the team really 
understands how essential 
drinking goat blood is to 
the Nordic experience, and 
I don’t want the tradition to 
die with me.

ASH COHAN

Our Resolutions for 2019

Classifieds For The Lovelorn...
Andover can be a lonely place, and it’s not always easy to meet new people. So every week, 
we highlight one real, actual student who is on this campus and looking for love (serious 

relationships only — we don’t advertise hook-ups). If interested in putting your name here, 
email abernhard@andover.edu.

ANDREW COHEN ‘20
LOOKING FOR A

TALL, MUSCULAR BRUNETTE

...LOOKING FOR TOM BRADY

Ideal Date Spot
Doesn’t know what a date is, so could be hard

Dealbreakers
Don’t have Patriots Season Tickets,

Believe the Deflategate LIES

I can’t afford a third new pair, 
so I’m trying not to ruin my 
Yeezys from the splash when 

putting my Commons utensils 
in the bucket.

In the new year, I will refuse to 
use plastic straws, because the 

turtles don’t deserve any straws. 
They can just inhale. Greedy.

I need to lose some weight, so 
I’m going to drink the tears of my 
enemies, but cut them with water 

to avoid the calories.

Athlete of the Week:
Jim Jimberly PG’'19

A Bear, wearing earmuffs to avoid the cold, chases a Nordic skiier

• Oma’s authentic Dutch clogs

 Reason: They gave me foot ulcers.

 Reason: Already worn (by Oma).

• A bionic mannequin replica of 2017 Danny DeVito

 Reason: I prefer his earlier work.

 Reason: He’s a hack.

• The Christmas sweaters all my friends got me

 Reason: I’m Jewish.

• Ten Lords a Leaping

 Reason:  Don’t know what to feed them. There’s only nine now.

 Reason: The box they came in didn’t have holes. :/

• The Artificial Intelligence they told me wasn’t sentient

 Reason: It tried to return itself.

 Reason: {null}

Some Cool Facts About me
• Will steal carrots. For not only 

you but all your friends.
• Uses semicolons in texts.
• Is good at math. 
• Willing to throw parties at his 

house with his little brother 
and sister and Cheez-its.

• Has often thought about pur-
suing a career as a supermodel.

• Mini-waves on the path. 

But wait... There’s more!
• Will 100% send you pictures of 

his bookcase.
• Only likes reduced fat Cheez-

itz because they are saltier. 

ACOHEN20@ANDOVER.edu

All the shots I shoot this year will 
be non-alcoholic.

I want to engage in at least one 
social outing without my mom.
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SPORTS

Marisol Nugent ’20 won the 
Super 32 National Championship 
in the women’s division for the 
139 lb. weight class in Greens-
boro, N.C. back in October. Al-
though Nugent has wrestled at 
the national level many times be-
fore, this was her first time claim-
ing the title.

 “In October, I wrestled at pre-
season Nationals in North Caroli-
na, which I won, which is pretty 
exciting. I had a won over a na-
tional finalist. I have never bro-
ken the national finalist. I have 
always lost in the semifinals, it’s 
like a curse that I have. I’ve got-
ten fifth [twice], I’ve gotten third, 
but I’ve never been able to go to 
the semifinals. So, I was able to 
pin my semifinal opponent pret-
ty easily going into my fourth 
match of the day, and my coaches 
and I were just like, we have to 
keep the momentum up. It was a 
good tournament for me, I didn’t 
really stress too much, it was the 
middle of field hockey season. I 
didn’t really feel like the results 
define that much, so I was just 
excited to wrestle,” said Nugent. 

Nugent began watching her 
brothers and practicing under 
her father’s leadership in the 
sixth grade, since then she has 
risen to be one of the top female 
wrestlers in the country.

“My dad was my wrestling 
coach for the first part of my ca-
reer, so he always kind of owned 
a wrestling club and my brothers 
both wrestled at it. After a while, 
I grew interested in the sport 
because I used to go watch the 
practices a lot. It was a big part 
of my home-life, so after a cou-
ple years, I slowly got involved. 
It wasn’t really popular amongst 
girls for a while, so I kind of was 
sidelined for a little bit, but after 
asking for a couple of years, my 
dad finally let me start practicing 
and then eventually, once I hit 
the sixth grade, I really started 
competing a little bit more,” said 
Nugent.

Nugent continued, “My dad 
– he’s probably my biggest sup-
porter in wrestling. My mom is 
a really big supporter too, but my 
dad has been my coach. He goes 
to all of my tournaments with me, 
travels with me across the coun-
try. He’s like my go-to person.”

Nugent initially had diffi-
culty practicing and retaining 
the moves and mat-awareness 
unique to the sport of wres-
tling. Nugent had played soccer, 
swum, and played other sports, 
but no sport she had experienced 
matched the physicality of wres-
tling.

Nugent said, “Kind of like 
any other sport, it’s hard to be 
thrown-into last-minute, most-
ly just because there are a lot of 
different moves, a lot of different 
techniques, you kind of want to 
develop a style. [The moves ar-
en’t] actually similar [to any oth-
er sport] at all. It’s actually really 
uncomfortable to learn at first 
because there are a lot of mo-

tions about mat-awareness that 
you don’t really recognize at first. 
There’s nothing really similar. I 
guess if you’ve ever done judo or 
karate before, it kind of meshes in 
with that a little bit, but not super 
well. [...] If you have raw athlet-
ic ability, it’s kind of easy to be 
able to catch up because it’s just 
so many different parts of your 
body that you’re working on, like 
it’s upper body, it’s lower body, 
everything, cardio.”

Within just a few years, Nu-
gent began wrestling on the na-

tional circuit, with her debut at 
the beginning of her Lower year. 
Nugent earned titles not pre-
viously held by any wrestler in 
New England, giving her national 
recognition. 

Nugent said, “This was my 
first big national tournament 
that I had competed at, and as 
a tenth or ninth grader, I dou-
ble All American-ed in the Ca-
det and Junior divisions, which 
are like the senior division and 
the younger kids. So that was a 
pretty big deal because no one 
in New England had ever real-
ly done that before, and the first 
time I ever made rankings after, 
that was in October. I think I 
was ranked tenth in the country, 
and for me that was really excit-
ing because I was a sophomore. 
That was the first time I think 
my name had been recognized by 
USA Wrestling.”

Nugent entered the national 
stage late in comparison to the 
majority of her competition that 

has been wrestling since elemen-
tary school. Regardless, Nugent 
earned third at nationals in the 
spring and was ranked fourth en-
tering the national championship 
this summer. The national stage, 
brings a great deal of pressure, 
according to Nugent. 

“I was really late to the na-
tional circuit. I didn’t think it 
would be stressful, but once I 
made my first national ranking 
and I started getting seeded at 
these big tournaments. It became 
a little more stressful for me just 

because you have the pressure 
to perform. Going into nationals 
this summer, I want to say I was 
ranked fourth in the country, 
because in March, I got third at 
nationals. For me, it was kind of 
nerve-wracking going into it. I 
was competing against a lot of se-
niors. Overall, it wasn’t my great-
est performance. I definitely 
choked, I definitely let the pres-
sure get to me, so it’s been hard 
adjusting to feeling all of these 
expectations coming towards 
you. You’re still a high school ath-
lete, and you kind of forget that 
once you see your name in arti-
cles and on wrestling websites, 
which they have in every sport, 
but once you start getting recog-
nized in them, it is just a different 
amount of pressure that you can’t 
really describe,” said Nugent.

Once Nugent took on a more 
relaxed approach at the nation-
al-level, she gained more con-
fidence and performed better 
during competition.

“I think once I started taking 
it less seriously I definitely had 
a lot more success because it was 
more care-free. I was just confi-
dent in my ability to perform, not 
my ability through a ranking in a 
paper or prior wins. I was ready 
to do what I had to do to win a 
title,” said Nugent.

Nugent has worked to help 
build a name for girls wrestling 
in the area, in order to work to-
wards a more inclusive environ-
ment for female competitors. 

“I like being able to go into 

tournaments and know who you 
are. For me, as a girl, it’s mostly 
about a matter of respect. Most 
of the time, girls come out onto 
the mat and they’re brand new, 
and their opponents don’t real-
ly give them the certain amount 
of respect that I had to work for 
a really long time to build up, so 
now in my area, I’m not just a 
girl that’s wrestling, I’m an actu-
al opponent that people have to 
worry about. For me, that’s what 
I want to see more. Even just the 
high school/interscholastic level 
for girls, them stepping out onto 
the mat isn’t a joke. When I was 
younger, it was kind of a joke for 
girls to wrestle. There were dif-
ferent motives involved for it, but 
it’s good to have female wrestlers 
that have the reputations of be-
ing hard workers and worthy op-
ponents. It’s really hard to build 
up, as one of the few females in 
the sport, and I think me and the 
girls in my family have been able 
to do that just by working hard, 
winning some tournaments. 
We’re pretty well-known in the 
wrestling community,” said Nu-
gent.

Nugent’s dedication to the 
sport and success has made her 
a role model for her teammates, 
according to Archambault.

Archambault  wrote in an 
email to The Phillipian, “She’s 
one of the most experienced 
and decorated wrestlers to come 
through our program, as she is 
already a 4-time All American, 
having placed top 5 at Fargo, 
third at Girls Folkstyle Nation-
als, and first at Super 32. She’s 
also a great leader and role model 
for our newer female wrestlers 
to the team. I feel extremely 
lucky to get to work with a stu-
dent-athlete like Marisol, who 
works hard on the mat and in 
the classroom. The landscape of 
women’s wrestling has changed 
drastically since I was a student, 
it’s an exciting time in our sport, 
and it’s fun for me as a coach and 
a wrestler to see opportunities 
open up for Marisol and to navi-
gate our rapidly developing sport 
with her.”

Nugent’s major goal for this 
season is to win the national 
championship. She is overcom-
ing injury by immersing herself 
in the sport to keep improving.

“I’m convinced that I’m going 
to win a national title this year. 
I’ve convinced myself. I’m off 
to a good start: I won preseason 
nats, so I just want to keep the 
momentum going. I’ve been hurt 
for a little bit, but I don’t really let 
it stop me. Just watching footage 
or coaching other people, getting 
in the room. If i’m hurt, I’m still 
getting on the mat because I can’t 
go without wrestling. I can’t go 
like two weeks without wrestling 
because I know I just need to be 
getting better,” said Nugent.
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Petite Carrot 
Sticks

Marisol Nugent ’20 Claimed First National Title in October

ABBY RYAN

Nugent began competing in national competitions as a Lower and achieved a ranking of #10 nationally in October, 
despite many of her competitors beginning to compete on the national circuit in elementary school.
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Nugent’s father served as her first 
coach. Nugent continues to credit 
him as her greatest supporter.

Following a close loss in the 
Flood Marr Tournament at 
the start of Winter Vacation, 
Andover Boys Hockey has re-
turned with a full schedule 
ahead. The team started out 
their game against Proctor on 
Monday with a 5-2 lead, but 
following the injuries of three 
players, the team tied Proc-
tor 6-6 in overtime. Andover 
came back to defeat Tilton 3-2 
at home on Wednesday. Its re-
cord now stands at  9-1-2. 

According to Matt Veneri 
’21, both the Proctor game 
and the Tilton game greatly 
impacted the team’s dynamic 
and play.

Veneri wrote in an email to 
The Phillipian, “In the Proc-
tor game our team suffered in-
juries to one [Post-Graduate] 
forward [Tyler Little PG’19] 
and two defenseman [Co-Cap-

tain Carter Giampietro ’19 and 
Victor Malzahn ’21]. In the 
most recent Tilton game, Ray 
Galasso [’20] left the game 
early with a leg injury. None of 
these injuries are day-to-day; 
they are likely injuries that 
will be keeping them out of 
the lineup for a considerable 
amount of time. It was nec-
essary for myself and Jacob 
Lapp [’21], who was formerly 
playing for Andover’s Junior 
Varsity team, to join the team’s 
blue line. Although not ideal, 
the team’s five man defensive 
core did well against an elite 
Tilton team this Wednesday.”

The loss is only more of a 
reason for the team to contin-
ue to work harder, according 
to Lucas Brown ’22.

“After losing some great 
players we have just been 
working harder and the best 
thing we have been doing is 
keeping a good attitude. Ev-
eryone has been stepping up 
and helping out in other posi-
tions they may not be used to,” 
Brown said.

Much of the success of the 
team so far can be partially 
credited to the leadership of 
Co-Captains Giampietro and 
Christian Powers ’19 along 
with the upperclassmen, ac-
cording to Veneri.

Veneri wrote, “Both of our 
captains are doing a fantastic 
job leading our team, and are 

both a large part of our suc-
cess. They are trustworthy, 
smart, hard-working, and af-
fable. Beyond this, Johnny 
Assayag ’19, Mike Gallagher 
’20, Thomas Manty ’19, Mark 
Meinecke ’19, Dawson Arkell 
’20, and Charlie Archer ’20 
are upperclassmen veterans 
who have also partaken in a 
bigger role for this season, and 
are doing it well. Our team I 
believe is much closer than it 
was last year, and these men 
are the reason for it.”

The success of the team 

also rests on goalie Archer ac-
cording to Brown.

“Really everybody is playing 
at a high level to contribute to 
our success. But I think a real 
standout is Charlie Archer 
who is solid every game and is 
a great leader,” said Brown. 

New Coach David Breen 
has contributed to the suc-
cess of the team thus far and 
has helped the team improve 
in their season, according to 
Veneri.

“Although our philosophy 
of the game has stayed more 

or less the same, Coach Breen 
gives insight and intelligence 
on the game that we all benefit 
from. Whatever we were doing 
good last year, we improved 
upon it this year. Whatever 
didn’t go so well for us last 
year, we went to the drawing 
board and found a more effec-
tive approach,” said Veneri.

The team looks to contin-
ue its success against Phillips 
Exeter Academy at home on 
Saturday.

Boys Hockey Suffers Four Injuries in First Week Back

BOYSHOCKEY

LUCY LASATER

Andover

Proctor

6

6
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Forward Thomas Manty ’19 had one goal and one assist in Wednesday’s game against Tilton. 

Andover

Tilton

3

2
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Trailing by two points in the 
waning seconds, Hailey Lovell 
PG’19 dribbled down the sideline 
and got fouled on her game-tying 
layup attempt. She proceeded to 
sink her two free throws to send 
Andover Girls Basketball’s game 
to overtime against Winsor on De-
cember 15 at the Groton Tourna-
ment. Andover ultimately lost 47-
45 in the overtime period. Andover 
also lost to Lawrence Academy 52-
28 and Phillips Exeter Academy 
52-41 earlier in the day.

According to Summer Seward 
’21, some of the team’s struggles 
were related to a lack of team 
chemistry on the court.

“I think it was a good solid game 
that we could have won, but little 
things like not playing together as 
a whole team contributed to that 
loss… the team needs to work on 
playing together, sharing the ball 
with our top scorers, and having 
energy on the court,” said Seward.

According to Niya Harris ’21 
and Seward, the team also strug-
gled to find the energy it needed to 
win until it was too late.

On Saturday, Andover defeated 
Dexter Southfield 57-49. Co-Cap-
tain Cassidy Musco ’19 attributed 
much of the win, and much of the 
team’s success, to the underclass-
men players.

“Hannah Cuff [’21] had a stand-
out game. She has been starting 
most of the games this season and 
was the leading scorer against 
[Southfield]. Even before the 
break, she played very consistent-
ly and stably. She has pretty much 
just been killing it as of lately. Also, 
half of our team is made of mem-
bers from the Class of 2021 and 
they have been doing a fantastic 
job coming off the bench and giv-
ing our team a spark. Katherine 
[Marquis ’21] and Niya have been 
getting more minutes and scoring 
a lot of points and usually guard-
ing the toughest girls on the court. 

Also, Summer is back from injury 
and is an offensive machine. Basi-
cally, the underclassmen have been 
doing an amazing job,” Musco said.

Musco also spoke about a spe-
cial moment before the game.

“During warmups, [Co-Cap-
tain] Rachna [Lewis ’19], who tore 
her A.C.L. last year, was able to 
dress in uniform and participate 
in the pre-game warm-ups. It was 
just a great moment to see her back 
on the court. I think seeing her on 
the court really pumped everyone 
up before the game,” Musco said.

Andover utilized a full-court 
press against Southfield, which 
proved to be crucial, according to 
Musco.

“This year, [which] we did not 
do last year, we have started full 
court pressing right at the start of 
the game. This press puts the oth-
er team on edge right away and 
elevates the intensity of the game 
right from the start. It also tires out 
the other team and forces them to 
substitute from their bench early 
on. Against [Southfield], we went 
up by ten points right away and 
forced them to change their whole 
game plan,” said Musco.

Andover lost in a close game 
to Brewster on Wednesday 60-56, 
bringing Andover’s record to 2-3.

“We’re all a little bit upset about 
the loss, especially when it was 
such a close game. I think the team 
ran the offense really well, but 
some of our shots just weren’t fall-
ing throughout the whole game. 
Defense was definitely tough, a lot 
of fouls were called against us. We 
did run our half court offense a lot 
better than we have been, so that 
was pretty exciting,” said Brooklyn 
Wirt ’21.

Andover Girls Basketball will 
play at Governor’s on Friday.

Andover

Winsor

45

47

GIRLSBASKETBALL

Girls Struggle at Groton 
Tournament, Rebound 

Against Dexter Southfield
KATIE MORRIS

Andover

Lawrence Academy

28

52

Andover

Exeter

41

52

Andover Suffers Back-to-Back Losses

Tied 3-3 after six matches, 
seventh seed Katherine Bell 
’22 faced a two-game deficit, 
needing to defeat her opponent 
to secure an Andover Girls 
Squash win over Winsor. De-
spite being down, Bell fought 
back to win her third game 13-
11, before finally falling to her 
opponent in the fourth. Ando-
ver’s 3-4 loss to Winsor this 
past Wednesday, in addition 
to their 0-7 loss against Noble 
and Greenough on Saturday, 
brought the team’s record to 
1-4.

Despite being away from 
campus, each member of the 
team worked hard to get on 
the court throughout Winter 
Break, according to first seed 
Mariam Elkheshen ’21.

“Everyone on the team tried 
to play over break as much as 
they could, according to the 
availability of squash courts 
[in] their hometowns. When 
we came back, we all tried to 
practice as hard as we can so 
we would be prepared for the 
[match against Nobles]. Un-
fortunately, we were all tired 
and some of us were jetlagged, 
but we all gave it our best shot 
over there,” said Elkheshen.

Third seed Charlotte Too-
good ’20 was particularly im-
pressive with her intensity and 
determination in Andover’s 
match against Nobles, accord-
ing to second seed Captain 
Skyler Spaulding ’20 and fifth 
seed Saffron Agrawal ’21.

Spaulding said, “I was par-
ticularly impressed with Char-
lotte during her match on Sat-
urday because she has been 
battling illnesses for so long 
but that didn’t stop her from 
competing her hardest.”

“I was especially impressed 
by Charlotte’s playing this past 
weekend. When my match 
ended she was in the middle of 
an extremely close third game. 
I believe she was down 2-0 in 
games, but based on her atti-
tude I wouldn’t have been able 
to guess that. Despite being a 
bit under the weather, she ran 
for every ball with determina-
tion and was very consistent 
with her shots,” said Agrawal.

According to Spaulding and 
Agrawal, Andover’s primary 
goal heading into its match 
against Nobles was to enter 
its matches with intensity and 

aggression, no matter the cir-
cumstances.

“Everyone competed with 
a lot of intensity. We made it 
our goal to ‘hunt’ during our 
matches. That means having 
good preparation, anticipa-
tion, and determination,” said 
Spaulding.

Agrawal said, “Before our 
match against Nobles, our 
team had some time to dis-
cuss our goals for the day. A 
very consistent goal brought 
up was that many of us want-
ed to work on starting off our 
matches, games, and points 
strong. So far, we have only 
had away games, so it [was] 
hard to play after a long car 
ride and only a bit of time to 
warm up.”

On Wednesday, in the team’s 
first home match of the sea-
son, Elkheshen and Spaulding 
were especially excited to play 
on the Mead Exhibition Court.

Elkheshen said, “I was very 
excited for our first home 
game because we are used to 
our courts and whenever we 
go on the road the courts are 
sort of different to ours, so it 
was a really good advantage to 
be able to play on [the Mead 
Exhibition Court] because I 
know that the ball was going 
to bounce really high; that was 
an advantage for me.”

Spaulding said, “Especially 
for me, playing on the exhibi-
tion court was definitely an ad-
vantage because the lights are 
really bright [which] always 
throws off the opponents. Also 
we play with a one dot so the 
ball moves much faster than 
[the opponents] are used to.”

Both Spaulding and Elkesh-
en won their matches against 
Winsor, with Spaulding dis-

playing her skills in an import-
ant 3-0 sweep against her op-
ponent, according to Elkeshen. 

“I liked the way Skyler 
played today because she was 
ahead of the game and even 
when she hit the ball in the tin 
or something, she doesn’t get 
mad, and she tried to hit the 
ball better, and tried to run and 
get every ball,” said Elkeshen.

Despite its loss, Andover 
achieved many of its pre-
match goals, including consis-
tency, according to Agrawal.

Agrawal said, “I think that 
we did well being consistent; a 
lot of us at the end, when we 
went around and said what 
we were proud of and what 
we needed to work on, a lot 
of us said that we were proud 
of the way that we simplified 
the game; that was one of our 
goals. So, we wanted to hit 
more to the back and more 
consistently to make it more 
difficult for our opponents to 
dig the balls out of the back.”

Looking forward, Ando-
ver plans to utilize a more of-
fensive approach in futures 
matches in order to quicken 
the pace of its play, according 
to Agrawal.

Agrawal said, “We’re look-
ing to work on adding more 
pace to our shots because we 
think that could give us a more 
offensive approach to the 
game versus defensive because 
the faster we make the game 
the more pressure it puts on 
everybody.”

On Saturday, Andover will 
host Taft, Phillips Exeter 
Academy, and Loomis Chaffee 
in a triple-header.

ETHAN WEISSMAN

GIRLSSQUASH

Andover Breaks Even in Annual Taft Tournament

Skating down the ice, Abby 
Volo PG’19 faked out the goalie 
and buried the puck in the bot-
tom corner of the goal to secure a 
3-2 win for Andover Girls Hockey 
against Hotchkiss during the an-
nual Taft Tournament. The tour-
nament began on December 13, 
and, over the course of the week, 
Andover played Choate, Hotch-
kiss, Lawrenceville, and Kent, 
concluding the tournament with 
a 2-2 record. The team defeat-
ed Choate 3-1 and Hotchkiss 3-2 
but fell to Lawrenceville 3-4 in a 
shootout and Kent 3-5. 

The tournament took place 
over the last week of school before 

Winter Vacation, and provided an 
opportunity for the team to bond 
and get more playing experience 
before the remainder of the sea-
son. 

Goalie Sophia Merageas ’20 
proved a critical asset to the team 
throughout the tournament, and 
saved many crucial shots that 
could potentially have cost Ando-
ver the game, according to Bridget 
Santos ’21, Molly Macqueen ’21, 
and Captain Kelly McCarthy ’19. 

McCarthy said, “Sophia Mer-
ageas, our goalie, played really 
well, had lots of saves, and al-
ways has a great performance. 
Also, when we were in a shootout 
against Hotchkiss, and shootouts 
are always tough, it’s one on one, 
one player one goalie and you nev-
er know how it’s going to turn out, 
but Abby Volo had a beautiful play 
and beautiful shot and helped us 
finish strong.”

The team demonstrated its 
strength especially when playing 
skilled teams like Kent. The play-
ers were not only able to keep up 
with Kent’s momentum but even 
surpassed them in a few instanc-
es, according to Santos and Mac-
Queen. 

MacQueen said, “Throughout 
the tournament I think we did a 
good job staying focused in games, 
we continued to play our game 
and stay consistent no matter if 
we were down or up. And during 
our game against Kent, we really 
pushed to stay at their level. Not 
only did we prove we could keep 
up with them but at certain points 
we could dominate them.”

Although the team played with 
power against Kent, it is still look-
ing to improve on its “neutral zone 
regroup,” according to McCarthy. 

McCarthy added, “One thing 
we’ve been trying to work on is 
our neutral zone regroup, bring-
ing it back and attacking again, 
like if at first you don’t really see 
the offensive opportunity, get a lit-
tle regroup going and attack with 
speed.… We’ve been focusing on 
our special teams, like power play, 
penalty kill, and our face-offs, and 
just trying to maximize our op-
portunities off of those.”

On Saturday, hockey defeated 
Big Dogs, a girls club hockey team 
from the greater Boston area, 6-0. 
Although it was a scrimmage 
against eighth graders, the team 
maintained its dominance and 
composure throughout the game. 
The scrimmage was an oppor-
tunity for Big Dogs to meet and 
be seen by prep school coaches. 
Following the game, Andover had 
dinner with Big Dogs to answer 
any questions they had.

Despite the young age of Big 
Dogs, their speed on the ice high-
lighted a few areas for improve-
ment for Andover, according to 
MacQueen and Santos. 

MacQueen said, “I think we 
need to improve on our consis-
tency and discipline in all three 
zones. Because we were stronger 
and were playing against younger 
kids we were developing a lot of 
offense in the offensive zone so 
when they broke it out we weren’t 
really playing up to par to where 
we usually are in our defensive 
zone.”

 On Monday, Andover faced 
Brooks at home, ending in a 1-1 tie 
game. 

Santos said, “It was tied [0-0] 
until about halfway through, and 
they scored. So we were down for 
a little bit, but in the beginning 

half of the third period one of our 
defensemen and Captain Erin 
Kelley ’19 scored an absolutely 
beautiful goal. It was a one timer 
slapshot from the blue line and it 
was a great moment.”

Captain Emily Batchelor ’19 
also proved a key player with her 
quick passes up the ice, according 
to Santos.

Santos said, “Emily had a re-
ally good game. She had a lot of 
quick one touch passes which 
moved the puck up the ice with 
increasing speed. She also won a 
lot of good battles on the boards 
and used her speed to get it out of 
zone.”

The team looks to continue im-
proving its speed of play and uti-
lize fast players more on the ice, 
according to Santos.

Santos said, “As a team, I 
thought were really put forth a 
good effort throughout the entire 
game. I think we need to improve 
our speed of play, which I think 
will be an easy transition if we 
are willing to do it. We have some 
really speedy players and I think 
we need learn how to utilize that 
speed and to support the puck and 
make quicker decisions.”

Andover Girls Hockey will 
next face St. Paul’s away this Sat-
urday.

PHOEBE BICKS

GIRLSHOCKEY

Andover

Hotchkiss

3

2

Andover

Choate

3

1

Andover

Kent

3

5

Andover

Lawrenceville

3

4

Serena Liu ’19 joins the varsity team for the first time as a Senior following 
three years on JV.
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Andover

Winsor
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Andover

Nobles

0

7
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Summer Seward ’21 is a Lower from 
Lawrence, Mass.

Tri-Varsity athlete Olivia Nolan ’21 plays defense on the Andover Field 
Hockey, Hockey, and Lacrosse teams.
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Andover

Southfield
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CAPTAIN PIZZA
Mediterranean Foods

978-975-1230

733 Turnpike St.
North Andover

Any sandwich, chips, and 
A 12 ounce soda for

$8.95

$18.99 FOR 2 PIZZAS
Special:

WRITE FOR

email

acohen20, lbibeau20, 
eglover20, jgildehaus20

SPORTS

Michael Turner ’20  crossed 
the finish line, achieving a time of 
4:59.17 for the Mile-Run and earn-
ing five points for Andover Boys 
Indoor Track & Field. Turner’s and 
others’ success led Andover to a 
second place finish in a three-way 
meet against Governor’s and North 
Reading High School on Wednes-
day. 

Andover delivered a solid turn-
out on Wednesday, and although it 
did not come out on top, the team 
felt proud of its performance, ac-
cording to Ayana Alemayehu ’21.

Alemayehu said, “I think Ando-
ver as a team did really well. There 
was one runner for the other team 
that was amazing and in all the 
events he did, he came out on top. 
So that was the one we had to look 
out for. Outside of that, as a team, 
we came out there and we pro-
duced.”

Leading up to the meet, Ando-
ver worked hard in practice to get 
back on its feet after Winter Break, 
according to Abhi Tadikonda ’20.

Tadkinoda wrote, “In the past 
few practices the team has been 
working mainly to get back into 
the track mindset. After a long 
winter break and not even a full 
week of practice it was important 
to maximize time on the track for 
this meet. “

This was the first time Andover 
has faced North Reading, and the 
team proved to be tough competi-
tors, according to Alemayehu and 
Timmer Verhaegh PG’19.

“North Reading really sur-
prised us. We haven’t played them 
before in my memory, but they 
gave us a run for our money,” said 
Alemayehu.

Verhaegh added, “We had seen 
Governor’s Academy before break 
so we knew a little what to ex-

pect. But knowing North Reading 
would be at this meet, I expected a 
lot of great athletes from a school 
their size.”

The 4x400-Relay was especial-
ly strong, according to Alemayehu.

Alemayehu said, “In the 
4x400-Relay, we won by a giant 
margin. Alex Fleury gave us a great 
head start. Pretty much anything 
Alex Fleury did, we did really well 
in.”

Fleury was followed by Alex-
ander Meyer, Kareem Hill and 
Alemayehu, who were able to 
maintain a sizable lead throughout 
the rest of the race, finishing with 
a time of 3:52.36, a solid 22.02 sec-
onds before North Reading.

Fleury said, “The four of us 
hadn’t run a 4x[400] together be-
fore, and, being early in the season, 
we are still getting adjusted and 
used to the rhythm of meets and 
each event. I think it was a great 
race, and everyone ran a great lap. 
We never had any competition to 
push us, so we all were racing the 
clock, and we did a great job.”

Though it was only the team’s 
second meet of the season, Ver-
haegh believes that Andover has 
already demonstrated enormous 
improvement, both in the individ-
ual and team aspects of the sport. 

Verhaegh said, “I have already 
seen tremendous growth in indi-
viduals, but more importantly in 
the team. I am with the throwers 
for a large portion of my time, and 
I have seen veterans and newcom-
ers alike really focus and improve. 
The team as a whole is already 
settling in and becoming a more 
bonded group.”

According to Alemayehu, the 
team hopes to get back into the 
rhythm it was in before Winter 
Break.

Alemayehu said, “Since ev-
erybody came back from break, 
everybody’s not used to track yet 
and what it takes to reach your full 
potential, so we’re just trying to get 
back to our original shape we did 
in the first two weeks in the begin-
ning of the term and also last year 
last season.”

Next Wednesday, Andover will 
host Andover High School and 
Wilbraham & Monson in another 
tri-meet.

Andover

North Reading

51

64

BOYSINDOORTRACK&FIELD

Boys Place Second 
in Triple-Header

ABBY RYAN & HANNAH  
ZHANG
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Following a first-place finish in its first meet of the year, the team fell to 
North Reading by 13 points. 

Boys Display Offensive Prowess 
with 29-point Victory Over St. Marks

With Andover up 30 points 
over St. Mark’s in the third 
quarter, Marcus Filien PG’19 
passed the ball behind his back 
to Brenton Mills PG’19 for an 
and-one dunk over an oppo-
nent. Andover went on to beat 
St. Mark’s 93-64 last Friday. 
Mills and Co-Captain Dal-
lion Johnson ’20 led the way 
for Andover with 35 and 34 
points, respectively. Andover 
finished the game shooting 78 
percent overall from the field 
and knocked down 15 3-point-
ers. 

“We’ve got a lot of shoot-
ers: people who can shoot the 
three and knock down shots. 
We never really have problems 
on offense which is good for us 
and [Head Coach Terrell Ivory 
’00] stresses that we shoot the 
ball a lot,” Johnson said.

On December 16, Andover 
traveled to the Barclays Center 
in Brooklyn, the home of the 
Brooklyn Nets, to play Hotch-

kiss. Unfortunately, Andover 
lost 54-51 in a close game. Al-
though the team did not play 
as well as they could have, 
according to Coach Ivory, ev-
eryone enjoyed playing in an 
N.B.A. arena and the road trip 
helped to build team chemis-
try.

“We didn’t play well [against 
Hotchkiss], but it was a really 
cool experience. It was an op-
portunity to play in an N.B.A. 
arena and we stayed overnight 
in Connecticut and drove into 
Brooklyn the next night. So, it 
was a really good team bond-
ing experience as well,” Ivory 
said.

On Wednesday, Andover 
stayed close to Phillips Exeter 
Academy most of the game, un-
til the beginning of the second 
half, when Exeter built up a 
13-point lead. Andover rallied 
and brought the game down 
to the wire, ultimately falling 
short by one point in the fi-
nal seconds and losing 72-71. 
Johnson, with 23 points, and 
Co-Captain Matteo Whelton 
’20, with 20 points, were the 
leading scorers for Andover. 

At this time last season, An-
dover’s record was only 1-8. 
This season, however, it is al-
ready 6-3. According to Coach 
Ivory and Johnson, the team’s 
greater depth has been one of 
the keys to the team’s success 
this season.

“We’re more talented and I 
think that helps. Also, we have 
Dallion who was a [Lower] 
last year, Matteo was a [Low-
er]. They’re both back. Their 
experience helps us out a lot. 
I think going through a year 
playing in this league, like Dal-
lion and Matteo have, at this 
point you can know what to 

expect and what you need to 
do. And then we have Marcus 
Filien who’s a [Post-Graduate] 
from New York, Brenton, who’s 
a [Post-Graduate] from Texas, 
and then we have Justin Hoyt 
[PG’19] who’s a [Post-Gradu-
ate] from England… I would 
add that we have a lot more 
depth this year. Last year, we 
played five or six kids on a 
consistent basis, whereas this 
year we can play seven, eight, 
nine kids on a consistent ba-
sis. I think that helps out,” said 
Coach Ivory.

Johnson added, “This year 
we are a lot deeper as a team. 
We have guys that come off 
the bench and who get in there 
and play for us. Not necessari-
ly score, but they get in there 
and get rebounds, play de-
fense, move the ball well, and 
keep the offense flowing. But, 
this year we’re definitely bet-
ter than last year. And I think 
we have a chance at making 
the playoffs and winning a po-
tential championship.”

Johnson also attributes 
much of the team’s success to 
Coach Ivory, and his ability 
to read a particular game and 
make adjustments.

“I think [Coach Ivory] does 
a good job making sure that we 
know the plays offensively. He 
calls out the plays and he does 
a good job of knowing who’s 
hot in the game. If someone is 
hitting shots he’ll try to get the 
ball to them again with a play. 
And in timeouts he’ll draw up 
plays on the fly.”

Andover will travel to Mil-
ton on Friday and face Tabor 
at home on Saturday.

LUKE BOSHAR

BOYSBASKETBALL

Andover

St. Mark’s
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Andover
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Andover faced Hotckiss at the Barclays Center, the home court for the NBA’s Brooklyn Nets.

Governor’s 22
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Ellerman Mateo ’21 Exemplifies Heart as First-Time Wrestler

After attending summer session 
prior to entering his Lower year at 
Andover, Ellerman Mateo ’21 found 
himself inspired by Coach Carl San-
gree to join both Boys Cross Country 
and Wrestling. Although it is early 
in the season, Mateo has already 
exceeded expectations of a novice 
wrestler, according to Co-Captain 
Eamon Garrity-Rokous ’20.

Garrity-Rokous said, “He’s giv-
ing every single workout everything 
he’s got. I think as a wrestler, that is 
one of his biggest strengths. Having 
that much heart and dedication and 

being that much willing to grind, it 
is impressive and honestly even as a 
Lower he leads by example… I think 
that he is one of the best additions—
as a new wrestler—that we have 
had on the team.”

Garrity-Rokous continued, “I 
think he deserves [The Phillipian 
Athlete of the Week] because he is 
easily the hardest worker, easily 
one of the most passionate [wres-
tlers] already even though he has 
only been doing it for a month by 
now. He is definitely one of the most 
inspiring wrestlers. He is always 
someone we call out and say ‘look at 
Ellerman, he’s leading by example. 
We should follow him.’ He is being a 
leader on the team even as a Lower 
right now. I think that is very inspir-
ing and very impressive. I have a lot 
of respect for him because of that.”

What is your favorite part of 
wrestling?

In practice I really love it when 
we do live wrestling, but ultimate-
ly I’ve only wrestled three match-
es. I’ve lost two [and] won one. In 
my first match, I won in 22 sec-
onds, so I was really excited [to] 
hear the referee slap the hand on 
the mat whenever you get a pin. I 
love that feeling. 

What is the most challenging 
aspect of wrestling?

It’s definitely the technique. We 
do drills, but I always kind of do 
something wrong and can’t really 
get it right. Position-wise, when-
ever I start on bottom I always get 
tossed around and [am] not really 
good at escaping. We definitely 
do drills for that, but it takes a lot 
of practice to get good at it. I just 
started, so that’s one of the reasons 
why I’m not up there right now.

What is your pregame ritual?

I just kind of really love to listen 
to inspirational videos on YouTube 
and listen to songs that I know re-
ally hype me up. I try to clear my 
mind… so I can focus and calm 
myself down. Otherwise I become 
anxious or too excited, so I always 
try to not think about the matches 
until the day of, and that’s when I 
know it’s time to focus. It’s time to 
be calm. It’s time to have a game 
plan whenever I wrestle.

If you were a superhero, 
what superhero would you be 
and why?

Definitely Superman. I love 
Superman. I’m just a fan of him… 

He’s so powerful, and I just wish I 
could be that powerful.

What are your strengths and 
weaknesses as a wrestler?

Strengths, definitely cardio. 
Weaknesses, definitely technique, 
and I’m just afraid of getting peo-
ple hurt... I kind of had to be care-
ful of my roughness [with] other 
kids when I wrestle. We wrestle 
with people in our weight class, 
even though I’m a bit stronger than 
most people in my weight class. 
There’s not that [many] people 
below 130 [pounds], so the people 
I do wrestle [I] have to be careful 
with. Also, whenever we do drills, 
I [often] wrestle more experi-
enced guys. They get me in certain 
moves, and I don’t know what to 
do. I just sit there and kind of panic 
because I don’t know what to do 
because I’ve never encountered 
this certain move.

When you’re feeling down 
how do you pick yourself back 
up again?

I always try to be optimistic. 
I always think back. I watch a lot 
of motivational videos and just sit 
there and think about how I got 
here. I think about other people 

who may be trying to get into An-
dover. If they want to get in, I may 
need to step it up and remind my-
self why I came here. Definitely, 
I look back to my [previous] high 
school. There’s no way I want to 
go back there, so I have to stay fo-
cused and make sure I do the best 
here.

What is your favorite wres-
tling move and why?

One of the better moves I am 
good at is doing half-nelsons be-
cause I love to grab people. If I 
do have the chance, then proba-
bly a stack. It’s a combination of a 
half-nelson and an arm-bar. It real-
ly puts [the opponent] in a lot of ag-
ony. Whenever they feel that pain, 
they’re not really motivated and 
they become discouraged; they 
begin to panic because it’s such 
a powerful move. The stack you 
have to time it right. You have to 
see the opportunity, but once you 
do get it, whenever people would 
see the opponent being stacked 
upon, you’d go like, ‘[Gosh], that 
wrestler just totally destroyed that 
guy.’

Editor’s Note: Gigi Glover is an 
Associate Sports Editor for The 
Phillipian. 

GIGI GLOVER

Athlete of the Week
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Mateo watches inspirational You-
Tube videos and listens to music to 
get ready for matches.

Growing up as a hockey player, 
Andover Wrestling Co-Captain 
Eamon Garrity-Rokous ’20 decid-
ed to try wrestling in sixth grade, 
fueled by encouragement from his 
brothers and parents. 

Garrity-Rokous said, “I’d say 
a big part of my life now revolves 
around wrestling and is centered 
on wrestling. It’s what I think 

about a lot of the day. It’s what I 
spend a lot of my time during the 
week doing. I’ve spent many hours 
a day on average doing it. I think 
just a lot of my life for the last sev-
en years has been [dedicated to] 
wrestling, so wrestling’s been a 
part of me.” 

According to Garrity-Rokous, 
many skills that he picked up in 
hockey translated well into wres-
tling. 

“It helped with balance, having 
a low center of gravity, hand eye 
coordination, killer instinct, being 
willing to take a hit, toughness, 
sportsmanship, coachability,” said 
Garrity-Rokous. 

One of the highlights of being a 
part of the wrestling team, accord-
ing to Garrity-Rokous, is the unity 
of the team despite the individual-
ity of the sport. 

“The favorite part would be the 
sort of family, the brotherhood, 
the camaraderie that comes along 
with it. I think a wrestling team 
can really come together. Even 
though it’s an individual sport, in 
the end it really builds a team feel-
ing,” said Garrity-Rokous. 

Garrity-Rokous lead the team 
by achieving a balance between 
working hard and having fun.

Garrity-Rokous said, “[One of 

my goals is] to give the sport more 
of a light atmosphere. Make sure 
everyone’s having fun, enjoying 
the team, enjoying the sport and 
that no matter what, everyone’s 
pushing it during practice and ev-
eryone’s pushing it at every match. 
And that we go out there to win, 
but at the same time we go out 
there to have fun.” 

According to Jack O’Neil ’19, 
Garrity-Rokous has been very suc-
cessful in making sure every mem-
ber of the team enjoys wrestling.

“Eamon’s balance of a friendly, 
easy-going personality and a ded-
icated and driven personality cre-
ate a unique dynamic on our team. 
As a result, the team knows when 
it’s time to focus and work hard, 
while still finding the joy in the 
sport,” said O’Neil.

Garrity-Rokous also makes sure 
to help out his teammates with 
anything, whether wrestling-re-
lated or not, according to Marisol 
Nugent ’20.

“He was in my Chemistry class 
last year, and he always helped me 
regardless of the situation with all 
my classes. And then we would 
show up to wrestling and he would 
help me with wrestling. So he’s 
just very quick to extend a helping 
hand,” said Nugent. 

According to O’Neil, Garri-
ty-Rokous’ teammates respect 
how much time and effort he has 
put into improving his wrestling 
ability.

O’Neil said, “Eamon’s skills as a 
wrestler are an invaluable asset to 
the success of the team. He’s been 
wrestling longer than anyone on 
the team and with that comes a 
greater understanding of the sport. 
Both the new wrestlers and the 
team returners learn something 
from Eamon every day… Eamon’s 
greatest strength is definitely his 
dedication to the sport. He’s al-
ways staying late after practice to 
drill more moves and it really does 
show in his matches.” 

As for wrestling itself, Garri-
ty-Rokous says he enjoys the grind 
of the sport and how much work 
goes into being successful. 

“[I enjoy] how difficult it is, how 
much you have to push yourself, 
how much you have to be tough, 
how much you have to learn, how 
much you have to drill. Basically 
it’s a sport that forces you to grow, 
and I like that about it. I like how 
tough it is and how much you 
have to push yourself,” said Garri-
ty-Rokous. 

Garrity-Rokous has many peo-
ple in his life that have inspired 

him to become the best wrestler 
he can be.

“Jordan Burroughs, Olympic 
Gold Medalist, multiple world 
champion. Kyle Snyder, proba-
bly would be another. He’s also 
an Olympic Gold Medalist, world 
champion. He wrestled for Ohio 
State University, which is right 
near where I live. Probably a lot 
of my coaches like Coach [Jason] 
York. He’s one of the Andover 
wrestling coaches. There’s a club I 
go to in Lowell, Mass. The coaches 
there inspire me. My coach back 
home in Ohio inspires me. A lot of 
the coaches I’ve had and a lot of 
my teammates like Pierce Bausano 
[’18] last year. All those guys [have 
inspired me],” said Garrity-Rok-
ous.

According to Garrity-Rokous, 
his goal for the rest of the sea-
son is to become a National Prep 
All-American. He is working to-
wards big long-term goals as well, 
however, according to Nugent.

Nugent said, “You can tell what 
he’s working towards a bigger goal. 
It’s not just Class-A’s, it’s not just 
Prep New Englands. He’s going for 
the big thing.”

HANNAH ZHANG

Garrity-Rokous has the goal of be-
coming a National Prep All-Amer-
ican.

Co-Captain Pablo Sanchez ’19 Began Wrestling At Andover, 
Now Competes On National Level

A two-year Captain and 
a three-year Varsity starter, 
Co-Captain Pablo Sanchez 
’19 has emerged as a leader 
who shows empathy and in-
terest in each member of An-
dover Wrestling, according 
to Head Coach Rich Gorham 
in an email to The Phillipian.

Gorham wrote, “He lives 
our team’s core values every 
day: inclusion, hard work, 
and team concept. This fall 
he also completed a CAMD 
project, acted in a play, and 
played varsity football. He is 
the embodiment of an Ando-
ver scholar-athlete.”

Last year, Sanchez qual-
ified for the National Prep 
tournament, where he won 
two matches. Sanchez said 

that he was amazed by the 
level of competition at the 
national level.

Sanchez wrote in an email 
to The Phillipian, “Wres-
tling on the national scene 
is an entirely different deal 
than wrestling at [Ando-
ver]. When I went to Na-
tional Preps last year I was 
shocked by the talent level. 
On the National stage, there 
are no easy matches and ev-
ery wrestler is truly worthy 
of competition on that stage. 
When you have that kind of 
competition you either get 
crushed by the pressure of it 
or you bring your wrestling 
to a whole new level.”

As Captain, Sanchez works 
to set a standard and be a 
positive example for the rest 
of his teammates. 

“I think my ultimate and 
most important role as cap-
tain is to be the standard for 
the rest of the team to follow. 
If I’m not working as hard as 
I can for the entire practice 
then how can I ask my team 
to do so? I try to practice 
what I preach so whenever 
I talk to the team I’m really 
conscious of backing up my 
words and really being that 
role model for everyone. Of 
course, the flip side of that 
is being a supportive mem-
ber of the team and being 
approachable enough that 
both four-year veterans and 
newcomers can talk with me 
about what’s going on both 
on and off the mat.” Sanchez 

wrote. 
Before and after every 

practice, Sanchez speaks to 
the team with words of en-
couragement, according to 
Gorham. 

“At Andover Wrestling, 
captains begin and end ev-
ery practice. Co-Captains 
Pablo Sanchez and Eamon 
Garrity-Rokous [’20] lead the 
warm up, and the cool down, 
and give the team a motiva-
tional speech each day.” Gor-
ham wrote. 

During these pep talks to 
the team, Sanchez speaks 
about the importance of 
focus, according to Garri-
ty-Rokous.

 “Pablo always encourages 
everyone to make sure that 
they are as focused off the 
mat as they are on the mat. 
He reminds all of us to stay 
focused on our goals and to 
have the right work ethic in 
all realms of life. He does 
the same through his actions 
throughout practice as well. 
He leads by example through 
the amount of work, sweat, 
and dedication he puts into 
his wrestling,” wrote Garr-
ity-Rokous in an email the 
The Phillipian. 

Sanchez also looks to be 
both a mentor and a confi-
dant to his players. 

Sanchez wrote, “I want 
my teammates to see me as 
someone who practices what 
he preaches and as someone 
who can be confided in. Be-
ing the only Senior captain, 

sometimes I’m a little more 
vocal when I don’t think the 
energy in the room is where 
it needs to be and I hope the 
team understands I’m only 
so vocal because I want the 
absolute best for everyone on 
the team.” 

“Prior to coming to [An-
dover] I had never wrestled 
a day in my life. I had boxed 
for four years but I nev-
er stepped on a mat, even 
though it was always some-
thing that really caught my 
interest. I think that gives 
me an edge when it comes to 
being captain because I can 
still remember being new to 
the sport and not having any 
idea what I should be doing,” 
wrote Sanchez. 

After almost four years of 
wrestling at Andover, San-
chez says he has learned so 
much about both the sport 
and himself. 

Sanchez wrote, “Andover 
has helped me mature as a 
person more than anything. 
The problem solving skills 
you learn here help prepare 
you for anything that comes 
your way and personally for 
me being so far away from 
home (almost 3,000 miles) 
really opened my mind up 
to so many different things 
that I feel like can I adapt to 
anything. This adaptability 
is crucial for a leader as you 
never know what’s going to 
happen at any given time.”

Sanchez credits Coach 
Gorham for a great portion of 

his development as a person 
and as an athlete. 

Sanchez wrote, “Ando-
ver Wrestling has given me 
so much, I don’t even know 
where to begin. Firstly it 
connected me with one of 
the best mentors I’ve ever 
had in Coach Gorham. I have 
had a lot of coaches in my life 
but none possess the genuine 
concern and empathy for his 
athletes like Coach Gorham. 
I truly can not even attempt 
to verbalize what he has giv-
en me in the last four years.”

According to Garrity-Rok-
ous, Sanchez has much to 
look forward to as he finish-
es his last season at Andover 
and advances to compete at 
the college level next year.

Garrity-Rokous wrote, 
“My hopes for Pablo this sea-
son are for him to not only be 
the best leader and Co-Cap-
tain on this team, but for him 
to be the best wrestler that he 
can be as well. My hope for 
Pablo is that he will be a New 
England Champ and Nation-
al Prep All-American by the 
end of the season. Likewise, 
my hope for him after he 
graduates is that he will con-
tinue to be a phenomenal-
ly hard working, successful 
wrestler at Wesleyan Univer-
sity Wrestling.” 

Captain Feature
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PRESTON WHITEHURST

Sanchez wrestled at the National 
Preps wrestling tournament.
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Co-Captain Eamon Garrity-Rokous ’20 
Enjoys the Grind of Wrestling

Captain Feature

WRESTLING
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Head Coach Rich Gorham ’86 Preaches Hard Work and Inclusivity

After taking up wrestling 
in sixth grade and continuing 
throughout his time at Andover, 
Head Coach Rich Gorham ’86 
returned to Andover Wrestling as 
an Assistant Coach in 1993, later 
taking on the role of Head Coach 
in 1997.

Throughout his high school 
career, the wrestling program at 
Andover provided Coach Gor-
ham with a strong sense of com-
munity, confidence, and identity 

on campus.
Coach Gorham said, “I was 

somewhat successful on the mat, 
but I was not a big time champi-
on in any way. But, wrestling gave 
me a home at [Andover]. I strug-
gled early in my career as a stu-
dent [at Andover] and felt lonely 
and didn’t really feel part of the 
school. Wrestling turned out to 
be the place where I felt confi-
dent and I felt like I had a home 
at the school.”

According to Co-Captain Ea-
mon Garrity-Rokous ’20 and 
Marisol Nugent ’20, Coach Gor-
ham serves as an experienced 
mentor and a calming presence 
for wrestlers in both practice and 
matches.

Garrity-Rokous said, “He’s an 
intelligent man. I think he’s real-
ly crafty at the sport. He knows 
how to make all the in-the-mo-
ment decisions in the middle of 
a match, and he seems like pres-
sure doesn’t affect him at all. He’s 
very experienced. He’s been do-
ing this for years and years. He’s 
also very witty, very fun, and he’s 
very straight to the point, honest, 
blunt.”

“He’s really reserved. He’s very 
calmed. I feel like a lot of coaches 
if you lose a big match or some-
thing like that, they have a really 
big tell whereas [Coach Gorham 
is] just very well-mannered in the 

corner,” said Nugent.
Coach Gorham’s greatest les-

son for his wrestlers is that de-
spite wrestling being an individ-
ual sport, they must derive their 
strength and their courage to 
compete from their team. 

Coach Gorham said, “[Wres-
tling] is not a sport anybody can 
do alone. It looks like an indi-
vidual sport and can feel very 
lonely at times, but you have to 
have a team behind you because 
that’s how you learn the sport. 
That’s how you practice, and you 
have to have someone to wrestle 
with. The sport has taught me, 
and what I try to impart to my 
athletes, is the idea of individual 
sport that comes out of a team.”

Coach Gorham and his team 
have established three core val-
ues for the 2019 season, setting 
a standard for all 30 team mem-
bers. 

Coach Gorham said, “Num-
ber one is inclusion, that every-
one is welcome whether they’ve 
been wrestling for 15 years, or 
they’ve never wrestled before, or 
if they’re a boy or a girl or don’t 
identify on the gender binary. 
And regardless of ethnic or racial 
background or social-economic 
background, everyone is wel-
come on our team.”

Gorham continued, “Number 
two is hard work. We don’t cut 

anybody. If you’re willing to come 
out and work hard, then you are 
welcome to be here, and you’re 
part of the team.”

“Third is team concept. That 
we believe in the team, the pow-
er of the team. The success of any 
individual wrestler is the success 
of the team. The struggle of any 
individual wrestler is the struggle 
of the team,” said Coach Gorham.

According to Assistant Coach 
Kassie Archambault ’06 and Jack 
O’Neil ’19, Coach Gorham’s sys-
tem of core values cultivates a 
community in which athletes can 
develop not only wrestling skills 
but also valuable life skills.

Coach Archambault said, “The 
thing I admire most about his 
coaching is the character build-
ing and inclusive environment he 
creates.”

O’Neil wrote in an email to 
The Phillipian, “Since I joined 
this team as a [Junior], Coach 
Gorham has taught me so much 
about this sport, most of all be-
ing the importance of hard work. 
This applies not only in the sport, 
but in other areas of my life, as 
successes in wrestling are the re-
sult not only of efforts in practice, 
but of a dedicated lifestyle.”

With Coach Archambault’s 
help, Coach Gorham has been 
successful in his attempts to 
welcome more female wrestlers 

into the program. The first fe-
male wrestler joined the Ando-
ver team in 1993 and Coach Ar-
chambault established the first 
all-female tournament in New 
England Prep wrestling when 
she returned to the program as a 
coach in 2012.

He continued, “The sport of 
girls and women in wrestling 
has grown enormously over the 
last 20 to 25 years, and I’m proud 
to say that [Andover] has been a 
leader in that regard. We were 
one of the first schools to have 
a girl on our team. We are, I be-
lieve, the only New England prep 
school right now that has a wom-
an as an Assistant Coach. We host 
the only girls-only tournament 
for girls in New England Prep 
wrestling, so that’s been a big 
shift in the program.”

Coach Gorham said he hopes 
to have a winning record in dual 
meets this season and quali-
fy multiple wrestlers for major 
tournaments at the end of the 
season. He also said he hopes to 
ensure every wrestler represents 
the team’s core values to their 
fullest capacity. 

Coach Gorham said, “We have 
some specific goals in terms of 
winning, but more importantly 
than that, it’s that each athlete 
understands and lives our val-
ues.”

ABBY RYAN & HANNAH 
ZHANG

Head Coach Feature
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Coach Gorham uses his intelli-
gence to train wrestlers to make 
in-the-moment decisions.

WRESTLING

Andover Nordic Skiing 
competed in its first official 
race of the season on Wednes-
day, facing off against Proctor 

The poor conditions influ-
enced the race, but Andover 
persevered and managed to 
enjoy the race.

In an email to The Phillip-
ian, Posie Millet ‘20 wrote, 
“The race went well! It was 
very fun and we had great per-
formances all-around, despite 
having a few members of the 
team missing due to illness or 
injury.”

The conditions weren’t 
great because the temperature 
was low 40s and it was rain-
ing/snowing. Because of all 
of that, it was pretty slow but 
I think all in all it was pretty 
fun,” added Aki Charland ’19.

The course had a few chal-
lenging areas, including a 
steep hill.

Charland said, “This course 
has this one really steep up-
hill and so that’s pretty killer. 
For today’s race, we did three 
laps of going up that hill three 
times and it was pretty brutal. 
You just got to head down and 
power up that hill.”

Despite the lack of snow on 
campus, the team still man-
aged to practice and prepare 
for the races with team runs 
and workouts, as well as a Sat-
urday trip to Waterville Valley.

“Because we don’t have 
much snow around here, this 
Saturday we took a full-team 
trip to Waterville Valley to 
practice. We skied for about 
4 hours and got some real-
ly great training in on snow, 
which we can’t do here. On 
Monday and Tuesday, we did 
some running and bounding 

to prepare for the challenge of 
the hills on Proctor’s Classic 
course,” wrote Millet.

For several racers, this race 
marked the beginning of their 
Nordic Skiing careers, yet 
many of them are improving 
rapidly, including Hugo Solo-
mon ‘19.

Millet wrote, “Hugo Solo-
mon ’19 entered his first race 
this week and did really well! 
It was his first time on Clas-
sic skis, so I was impressed at 
how he was able to jump right 
in and easily pick up the basic 
techniques.”

According to Charland, the 
team could improve its racing 
with more individual fitness.

“I think just individual fit-
ness [needs to be improved] 
because I think we do a real-
ly good job with team runs 
while having a good spirit and 
people who are having a good 
time. But to just work harder 
on our fitness, I think, is really 
the only thing to do,” he said.

For the rest of the season, 
the team hopes to continue to 
improve and bond with each 
other so that everyone enjoys 
their time on the team.

“Just improve as much as 
you can. I think, above all, just 
have a really good time with 
the team and have a good ex-
perience,” said Charland.

Andover will race against 
Cardigan next Wednesday. 

Editor’s Note: Hugo Solo-
mon ’19 is a Video Associate 
Editor for The Phillipian.

NORDIC

Andover Participates in First 
Official Race of Season

ALANA YANG

Girls Dominate in the 4x400 Relay

The Girl’s 4x4 relay finished 
first defeating the first place 
finisher, North Reading High 
School, by 11.85 seconds. How-
ever, Andover Girls Indoor 
Track and Field finished the 
meet in third place with a team 
score of 25, falling to North 
Reading High  and The Gover-
nor’s Academy. 

According to Miley Kaufman 
’19, before the meet, the cap-
tains of both the girls and boys 
teams encouraged the teams 
to start off strong in this up-
coming long stretch of weekly 

Wednesday meets.
Kaufman said, “They always 

give a speech. They gave us a 
motivational speech about how 
this is the first in a series of 
meets on Wednesdays. For the 
next seven Wednesdays we’ll 
have meets, so this will be sort 
of our kickoff to that series.”

Andover has not faced North 
Reading before, but embraced 
the opportunity to face a team 
that posed as much competition 
as it did, according to Kaufman 
and Sadie Cheston-Harris ’20.

“North Reading High is re-
ally good. They have a really 
big school and a huge team, so 
they really have a lot of depth 
to their team, too, and they’re 
just very challenging athletes. 
That was really good compe-
tition for us to have because 
usually we play against Govs 
who we typically outperform 
consistently, so it’s nice to have 
a change in competition,” said 
Kaufman.

Cheston-Harris said, “Since 

it was my first time running 
with North Reading, we kind of 
expected them to be really good 
because usually public schools 
are and they’re a lot bigger than 
us. They won a lot of the events. 
It was nice to have better com-
petition to run against. Govs is 
a good team, but we [have] won 
against them every meet, so it 
was nice to switch things up.”

Abby Otterbein PG ’19, ac-
cording to Charlotte White-
hurst ’22, really stood out in 
multiple events, especially the 
4x400 relay.

“... she’s [Otterbein] insane 
at track. She’s so fast. She does 
like all the events, and she an-
chors in all the relays and she’s 
so good at sprinting and long 
distance,” said Whitehurst.

According to Kaufman, An-
dover practice and improve-
ment in footwork for field 
events really paid off this meet.

Kaufman said, “Throwing, 
something we’ve been working 
on a lot in practice is footwork, 
and I saw that throughout all 
of my teammates and I think 
I also improved in this too, we 
all had our footwork down re-
ally well, and I think that really 
helped us throw farther.”

For the future, Andover 
hopes to work on its strength 
and specifics in relays, accord-
ing ot Kaufman and White-
hurst.

Kaufman said, “I think with 
more practice throughout the 
rest of the season, we keep 
running, I think we’ll really 
improve and build strength 
which will really help us in the 
future.”

“I guess we want to get fast-
er, and especially for relays. We 
want to work on hand offs,” 
said Whitehurst.

Andover will face Andover 
High and Wilbraham at a home 
meet next Wednesday.

HANNAH ZHANG

GIRLSINDOORTRACK&FIELD

Andover faced North Reading for the first time. The team anticipated 
intense competition as public schools tend to be talented due to the large 
student body population.

S.BAHNASY/THEPHILLIPIAN

A.MIN/THE PHILLIPIAN

Andover

North Reading

25

70

Governor’s 33
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Andover Breaks Even Against Brooks and Nobles

Dropping only four games 
over the course of the en-
tire match, Andover Boys 
Squash earned a 6-1 victory 
over Brooks on Monday. On 
Wednesday, the team played at 
Noble and Greenough, where 

it fell 4-3 in the close match up. 
The team’s record now stands 
at 4-2.

In preparation for both 
matches, the team strategized 
and played many competitive 
games during practice, accord-
ing to Siddhant Sinha ’21 and 
Erik Wang ’21.

According to Sinha, the 
team worked to maximize the 
use of its practices and dis-
cussed strategy to implement 
in its matches after returning 
from Winter Break.

Wang added, “In practice, 
we played a lot of challenge 
matches and condition games 
where there is definitely some 
pressure on ourselves to play 
our best squash, so emulating 
these match scenarios helped 
us deal with actual opponents 

on court.”
Against Brooks, Andover 

was able to control points and 
stay focused, according to Ar-
thur Nguyen ’22. This enabled 
the team to secure an early 
win, according to Head Coach 
John Roberts.

Nguyen said, “What the 
team did well was playing good 
quality shots and controlling 
the game. We didn’t give our 
opponents any chance to come 
back. Brooks had a team that 
never gave up. They definitely 
did not make the games easy 
and capitalized on any mistake 
we made. However, we men-
tally prepared ourselves for a 
tough match and were able to 
deal with Brooks.”

In an email to The Phil-
lipian, Coach Roberts wrote, 

“Brooks has been very strong 
for a few years but graduated a 
few players last year. Our boys 
played at a high pace against 
Brooks and did a great job of 
never letting their opponents 
settle into the match. From the 
start, they began racking up 
the games quickly with clinical 
squash and never let them gain 
any foothold in the match. In 
the end, we managed to secure 
the four crucial wins relative-
ly quickly which was our ulti-
mate goal.” 

Nguyen commended Cap-
tain Alex Bernhard ’19 in the 
Brooks match for his poise and 
determination on court.

Nguyen said, “What stood 
out to me [about Bernhard’s 
match] was how he react-
ed when he lost rallies. He 
showed no emotion and gave 
nothing away to his opponent. 
After the match, Alex was very 
optimistic and wanted to get 
better.”

The team welcomed three 
new players to the roster this 
year. According to Sinha and 
Roberts, the depth of the team 
has factored into the success of 
its matches.

Coach Roberts wrote, “Our 
greatest strength has been our 
depth and consistency. Overall 
as a team, the drop off as you go 
down the ladder is rather small 
which makes it very difficult 
for teams to secure any easy 
individual matches against, 
let alone the four needed to 
win a contest. Our individual 
performances, thus far, have 
remained consistent which is 
a testament to the hard work 
they’ve put in during practice 
time and in the off season.”

On Wednesday the team 
travelled to Nobles, where it 
faced a challenging, high pace 
game from its opponents. De-
spite the loss, the team did 
well keeping focus and hitting 
deep shots, according to Wang.

Wang said, “Nobles’ top four 
were all pretty strong, they had 

a good home crowd going, and 
also it was hard to deal with 
their style of play because 
their general team style was to 
hit the ball pretty hard and hit 
at a high pace, which is some-
thing Coach Roberts doesn’t 
really like us to do. Keeping up 
with their pace and not letting 
them get their strategy into our 
strategy was pretty difficult.”

“Still, we kept our heads in 
the game with a tough oppos-
ing crowd and stuck in the 
matches for some tough op-
ponents. We dealt with fast 
courts well, and managed to 
put them under constant pres-
sure through good deep length 
and tight rails,” continued 
Wang. 

In preparation for its up-
coming matches, the team 
works to reduce unforced er-
rors and improve its movement 
and mental game, according to 
Nguyen and Coach Roberts.

Nguyen said, “What I hope 
for the team to do better is to 
improve our focus when easy 
opportunities arise. There 
were some rallies where my 
teammates, including me, lost 
the point by making unforced 
errors, which we need to fix.”

Coach Roberts wrote, “We 
enter a busy six weeks now 
with a lot of matches and 
some tournament play. From 
a technical standpoint, we’re 
trying to work on moving the 
ball around the court more ef-
ficiently utilizing the height 
of the wall. From a mental 
standpoint, trying to instill the 
belief that they are more than 
capable of winning matches 
against opponents who would 
maybe be heavy favorites on 
paper but can be broken on the 
court.”

Andover will play Groton at 
home on Saturday.

Editor’s Note: Alex Bernhard 
is an Eighth Page Editor for 
The Phillipian. 

LILLIE COOPER

BOYSSQUASH

O.TUNG/THE PHILLIPIAN
Erik Wang ’21 plays third seed on the Boys Varsity Squash Team and has a season record of 2-2. Wang suffered from 
a knee injury for part of the season but has returned to play. 

Andover

Brooks

6

1

Andover

Nobles

3

4
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 Under the Bed Brings Bonsai and 
Bedtalk to Andover

David Bonsai, a character cre-
ated and played by Harry Kah-
ane ’20, leapt onstage, lamenting 
about his romantic history with 
bonsai trees and his desire for hu-
man love. As though by magic, the 
shy Eduardo, played by Ben Car-
beau ’21, emerged, and the pair be-
gin to fall for one another. David’s 
transformation from a Bonsai to a 
“Bon-guy” left the audience hol-
lering with laughter. 

“I thought it was a funny ap-
proach to an abstract topic,” said 
audience member Zeena Kao ’22.  
“The use of accents and different 
role-playing created an imagina-
tive scene with lots of different 
components. The incorporation 
of the satire added a relatable el-
ement which I found really enjoy-
able.”   

This game, titled “Town” and 
set in the town of Tightpants, was 
part of the Under the Bed show 
held last Saturday night in Kem-
per Auditorium. The comedy 
group performed skits and played 

a variety of games to keep the au-
dience entertained.

Kahane said, “I love perform-
ing with the group. Performing 
wouldn’t be the same with anyone 
else. We get a new energy with 
each new group every year, and 
it’s always special. I joined the 
group my [Junior] year, and since 
then my role in performances has 
changed drastically.” 

The following game, “Pillars,” 
had the audience howling with 
laughter. Violet Enes ’21 and Lily 
Rademacher ’21 starred in this 
skit, improvising an argument 
over a shared room. As a twist, ei-
ther one could point to their pillar, 
Ian Hurley ’19 or Alex Bernhard 
’19, who would then say a line for 
them. The involvement of the 
“pillars” drove the argument to-
wards questions about dinosaurs 
and slip-and-slides.

“Violet and I went in and 
the audience told us we were 
step-brothers, so we did this 
whole scene; we were in conflict. 
Alex and Ian were the pillars, so 
occasionally we would call on 
them to fill us in. The audience 

participated a little bit during the 
show,” said Rademacher.

The acts took a sharp turn 
away from the world of Tight-
pants as more intimate themes 
were incorporated into the impro-
vised routine. During the game 
“Statue,” Nick Picchione ’20 and 
Rob de Jesus ’20 were “controlled 
and moved” by audience mem-
bers Chris Davies ’19 and Anjunae 
Chandran ’18.  

Despite the laughter, the Un-
der the Bed members felt that the 
performance was lackluster due 
to low energy levels, which Ka-
hane and Co-Head Nick Deme-
troulakos ’19 attributed to the re-
cent Winter Break. 

Demetroulakos said, “It was 
difficult going right after break. 
[We had a] limited amount of time 
to practice. Overall, I’d give [the 
performance] a 6.5 out of 10.”

Editor’s Note: Alex Bernhard 
is an Eighth Page Editor for The 
Phillipian. Ian Hurley is a Video 
Editor for The Phillipian. Robert 
de Jesus is a Business Associate for 
The Phillipian.

SONIA MARNOTO

High Fidelity Review: 
‘XXXTENTACION - Skins’

Cameron Freeman and Quinn Robinson

M.CALLAHAN/THE PHILLIPIAN

We are Cameron Freeman and Quinn Robinson, and we listen to a 
lot of music. This column is here to share only the truth about which 
albums and EPs are worth your time. Each week, we pick one that’s 
caught our eye — regardless of genre or popularity — and run 
through our thoughts.

With a 19 minute runtime, 
XXXTENTACION’s posthumous 

“Skins” feels like an attempt to 
emulate G.O.O.D. Music’s summer run of 

seven-track albums, with none of the polish or success.

The legacy of Florida rapper XXXTENTACION, who is 
commonly referred to as “X,” has carried a mixture of 
emotions and perspectives. From his reported abuse of his 
ex-girlfriend to his lyrics, which brought attention to issues of 
mental health, to his multiple incarcerations, X was un-
doubtedly one of the modern rap scene’s most controversial 
figures. Nevertheless, his guitar-tinged lo-fi and distorted 
sounds have continued to help propel figures like Juice 
WRLD, Trippie Redd, and Lil Pump to the forefront of the 
industry. His clear influence and contentious reputation un-
derline the release of “Skins,” which seems to latch directly 
on to his recent death for the sake of sales and press.

The ten-song album itself seems to continue the slow and 
crooning autotune-drenched vocal style X introduced on 
his previous album “?” in songs like “ALONE, PART 3” and 
“going down!.” Unfortunately, aside from tracks such as “I 
don’t let go” and “whoa (mind in awe),” where his singing 
is somewhat catchy and pleasant to listen to, his style 
largely comes off as whiny. This is evident primarily on 
“STARING AT THE SKY” and “BAD!,” the latter of which is, 
predictably, bad. Once again, X’s emo crooning is alternat-
ed with a staccato flow, delivered most often with palpable 
anger as the only vocal tone. He does, however, introduce 
metal-esque yelling and crunchy guitars on “One Minute” 
and “STARING AT THE SKY,” neither of which particularly 

come off as impressive or memorable.

The strongest elements of the album 
don’t come from X himself, but from his 
producers. The beats on “I don’t let go” and “Train 
Food” add an element of diversity to an otherwise simul-
taneously bland and edgy cut. The upbeat trap production 
on “I don’t let go” makes the song significantly more lis-
tenable and less emo than other songs on the album like 
“STARING AT THE SKY” and “One Minute.” The mix of 
incorporated train sounds and synths on “Train Food” also 
feels like a shift from the typical minimalist trap infused 
synth beats and guitar found on previous XXXTENTA-
CION albums and tracks like “BAD!.”

The added metal influences and further use of autotuned 
singing on “Skins” do little to help propel the album to the 
same cultural significance of X’s previous albums, “?” and 
“17.” Despite quality production in certain cases and catchy 
melodies in others, the album mostly sounds like a group of 
second-rate tracks culled from sessions off of X’s previous 
efforts. Perhaps, though, given the music industry’s track 
record regarding the release of posthumous albums, that is 
exactly what the album is.

SCORE: 4/10
BEST TRACKS:

I don’t let go, Train Food

WORST TRACKS:
One Minute, STARING AT THE SKY

Students Enjoy Friendly Trivia 
Night Competition

Music pulsed through the air in 
Lower Right as students scribbled 
down answers to trivia questions. 
Runners relayed the answer slips, 
crucial in determining the game’s 
winner, to the host, a representa-
tive from Stump! Trivia. 

Held Friday night in Paresky 
Commons, Trivia Night attracted 
students of all grades, who com-
peted in teams for first place and 
a prize of Burger King milkshakes. 
According to Katie Wimmer ’21 
and Hoben Chargualaf ’21, work-
ing with friends to answer trivia 
questions was an enjoyable way to 
spend a Friday night. Collaborat-
ing in a team while still competing 
against others made answering 
trivia exciting.

Wimmer said, “Trivia Night 
was really fun because I got to see 
what all the other members of my 
team knew and what random fun 
facts I could pull out. Even though 
I was in a really big team, every-
one was able to contribute their 

knowledge so we could answer 
the question as a team. I loved 
when the right answer was an-
nounced because everyone would 
go crazy with excitement.”

“I really liked it when every-
one was shouting when the right 
answer was announced. Regard-
less of whether we got the answer 
right or not, it was still exciting,” 
said Chargualaf. 

The trivia at Trivia Night was 
not confined to a singular theme, 
and instead relied on students’ 
general knowledge. Because of 
the wide variety of topics covered, 
it was necessary for everyone on 
the team to contribute. 

“There were so many different 
topics it was fun seeing who could 
answer the question on my team. 
We often had to split the topics 
between us because we all have 
different interests. I especially 
liked the questions about theater 
and movies because I enjoy those 
things outside of school anyway. 
It was fun how the questions 
also covered elements of popular 
culture instead of just focusing 
on school-related subjects ,” said 

Shreya Patel ’19.
The questions addressed a di-

verse range of topics including 
business, sports, video games, and 
theatre. Many questions direct-
ly reflected popular culture and 
current events, but also related to 
academic subjects. 

“There were a bunch of really 
interesting facts that I knew be-
cause I had learned the answers 
from some of my classes. For ex-
ample, there was a question about 
the allotropes of carbon that I had 
just learned last week in Chemis-
try class,” said Wimmer. 

The music also contributed to 
the lively atmosphere. The host 
used music to not only add to the 
ambiance, but also to count down 
time between questions. Some-
times the songs played served as 
hints or clues to the question it-
self. 

“My favorite part was the mu-
sic that the host played while we 
came up with answers. One time 
there was a question about Hamil-
ton, and she started playing Ham-
ilton songs, and it was really excit-
ing,” said Chargualaf.

IRENE KWON

Artist Feature: 
Jennie Guo ’19 Uses Animation as a 

Social Platform

The animation begins with a 
bottle of milk placed on the front 
doormat. The entire scene is 
wrought in pastel pink hues and 
calming lo-fi music plays in the 
background. Titled “i haven’t left 
my room in months,” the anima-
tion tells a story about a shut-in 
boy who breaks barriers to forge 
a friendship with the boy who de-
livers his milk every morning. 

This animation was created 
by Jennie Guo ’19 as part of an 
independent art project she had 
undertaken last term and is one 
of many posted on her YouTube 
channel. Guo’s love for animation 
began her Junior year, when she 
created an animation for a video 
class.

“I took a video course at Ando-
ver and there was a small anima-
tion unit. I kind of got really into it 
then, and so I’ve been sort of just 
dabbling in it until Upper Spring, 
when I was in Art-600 and then 
I was able to do this independent 
project for that course,” said Guo.

But Guo’s passion for art start-
ed from a very young age, and 
what inspired her to begin her art 
career was the appeal of making 
people think critically about the 
world around them.

Guo said, “No matter what 
your interests are, or what social 
status or your race or your gender, 
most people are going to consume 
art in some shape or form. And 
I think because of this, you can 
reach such a wide audience, and 
you can really challenge the way 
people see the world. That is what 
inspires me.”

Minji Shin ’20, a friend of 
Guo’s, said, “This year, we’re in the 
same hall so I got a better chance 
to connect and I’ve loved learning 
more about her art. Her art is su-
per colorful and it embraces hu-
man emotions and how she feels. 
She reflects herself in her artwork 
and her experiences affect her art 
a lot.”

Guo aims to eradicate the stig-
ma that surrounds certain topics 
and conversations with her art. 
According to Guo, she likes to ap-
proach topics that people have a 
lot of preconceived notions about 
and present unique situations or 
perspectives that subvert such 
assumptions. For instance, Guo 
made an animation the previous 
year to promote mental health 
awareness.

“I wanted to make people think 
about honest conversation and 
vulnerability in a different way, 
and my animations have tackled 
different parts of discrimination 
and I try to make my audience 
see something that’s been part of 
sociopolitical rhetoric for a long 
time in a really different way, be-
cause a lot of times we talk about 
this but we just spit out the usual 
terminology, and the usual ideas 
over and over again without really 
thinking about it,” said Guo.

Guo cites her parents as a large 
source of support and inspiration 
for her art, though they might not 
be as knowledgeable on the sub-
ject.

“I think that motivates me to 
always create art that they can 
appreciate, and get it on a level 
where I’ve accomplished some-
thing which maybe [they], in their 
more traditional mindset, can say, 
‘Oh, I see this as an accomplish-
ment,’” said Guo.

GAYATRI RAJAN

COURTESY OF JENNIE GUO
While Jennie Guo ’19 has primarily worked with traditional media, she 
began experimenting with animation since last year.
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Look of the Week: 
Sam Katz ’19 Combines Bold Colors and Statement Jackets

Wearing a pair of maroon 
jeans, bright red Converse, and 
a soft pink hoodie with a dino-
saur and meteor embroidered 
on the chest, Sam Katz ’19 com-
pletes his outfit with a jacket 
displaying the world map in 
bright colors.

“Sam’s fashion really reflects 
his personality: chill, but quirky 
and bright. I think he takes a 
lot of pride in that. He doesn’t 
dress like anyone else. His style 
is a cool combination of high 

fashion streetwear with casu-
al comfy things. [It’s] a little 
weird but in an endearing way 
— quirky. He wears very bright 
colors, usually ones that you 
wouldn’t pair normally,” said 
Jess Blumenthal ’19, a friend of 
Katz.

Katz’s fashion choices rely 
heavily on colors, and he often 
bases what he wears for the day 
on the color scheme of his jack-
et. According to Katz, he espe-
cially enjoys wearing clothing 
that follows a light red or pink 
color scheme in part to subvert 
gender expectations.

“I’ve always been drawn to 
pink and light red tones, [and] 
I’ve always hated the notion 
that certain colors are off lim-
its to me as a boy and I rebel 
against that in my outfits. For 
example, purple is my favorite 
color, though I regrettably don’t 
own much purple clothing, and 
people often point out to me 
how often I wear bright pastel 
pieces,” said Katz.

Katz also draws inspiration 
from rapper Tyler the Creator 
whose outfits seem to reb-
el against the conformity of          
society.

“I really like the style of like 
Tyler the Creator, I’m really 
into his color and ambitious 
ways of questioning the status 
quo. I wouldn’t say that I would 
copy or modify his style, but 
he’s someone that I admire in 
the way that he really doesn’t 
just conform to the status quo 
in any way, not even a fashion 
world status quo. It’s his own 

thing,” said Katz
Katz derives his style from 

thrift shops and online stores, 
often purchasing bold pieces 
that he thinks will help com-
plete an ambitious outfit. His 
most experimental piece in-
cludes a dark green lined jack-
et with flannel patterns that he 
found at a thrift store. While it’s 
missing half of its buttons and 
stands out from what he usu-
ally wears, its potential as an 
eye-catching piece has made it 
one of Katz’s signature articles 
of clothing.

“I always look for what I hav-
en’t seen before. I am always on 
the lookout for things that I can 
see myself wearing, and I chal-
lenge myself to see what I can 
wear. Sometimes I end up wear-
ing some ridiculous outfits and 
sometimes I go out and have a 
really good adventurous outfit, 
and it works,” said Katz.

In addition to bold and 
eye-catching outerwear, some 
of Katz’s other signature pieces 
include bright and bold jackets 
or blazers, which complement 
his colorful wardrobe.

“One of my favorite pieces 
is this blue velvet blazer that I 
wear that I got at a thrift shop 
for eight bucks, but it looks nice 
too… In terms of what I regu-
larly wear, [my favorite piece 
would] probably be my fake 
Supreme jacket that’s a map of 
the world. It’s one of my iconic 
pieces because it’s easy to pick 
me out when I wear it,” said 
Katz.

ALEX PARK

T.WEI/THE PHILLIPIAN

Sam Katz ’19 often accentuates his clothing with bold, brightly colored 
jackets, like his world map jacket pictured above.

T.WEITHE PHILLIPIAN

Sam Katz ’19 especially  likes 
incorporating pink and light red 
tones into his fashion.

Art-400 Students Capture Memories in Curated Addison Exhibit

M.ZHANG/THE PHILLIPIAN

Several Art-400 students stated that their personal experiences were their main inspiration in curating. 

Standing in front of a gray 
background with hints of 
rainbow and sky peeking out 
from the corners, a dark-
skinned figure made from a 
collage comforts another cut-
out person. According to Art-
400 student Andreea Proco-
pan ’19, the piece includes 
photos of ancient African 

sculptures that were put into 
the setting and memory of the 
artist’s childhood. 

“I really like how it seems 
like it’s made by a kindergart-
ener, no offense to the artist... 
it has a kind of raw compo-
nent to it, like really open and 
fragile. [It has] this idea of 
[putting] African art into the 
Western art canvas, where ev-
eryone can see and appreciate 
[it],” said Procopan.

This piece by Romare 

Bearden, titled “Carolina 
Memory,” is part of the ex-
hibit titled “Blink: Memo-
ries Contained” currently on 
view at the Addison Gallery 
of American Art. “Blink” was 
curated by the students of 
the Art-400 course, “Visual 
Culture: Discovering the Ad-
dison Collection.” Taught by 
Stephanie Sparling Williams, 
Visiting Scholar in Art His-
tory and Assistant Curator of 
the Addison Art Gallery, the 

students selected pieces from 
a collection of over a hundred 
photographs to put together 
the exhibit. 

“We hope to encourage 
viewers to consider the ways 
mementos are used to capture 
and ‘contan memories,’ and 
to reflect on how represen-
tations of the past can be far 
more multifaceted and com-
plex than we might think,” 
said Zoe Yin ’19, a student in 
the Art-400 class. 

Over the course of the 
term, the students researched 
and held discussions about 
the pieces and their artists, 
while assembling the works 
into various combinations. 
Yin found coordinating with 
her peers to be both the most 
challenging and rewarding 
part of the course. 

“There was a lot of dis-
cussion and back-and-forth 
as everyone advocated for 
different ideas… We pushed 
and challenged one another 
to take our ideas further and 
really explore all the possi-
bilities that were open to us. 
In the end, together, the class 
created an exhibition focused 
on memory,” said Yin.  

Two photographs depict a 
man standing inside the frame 
of a photograph. A light from 
a projector throws different 
textures and colors onto his 
body. Art-400 student Riley 
Gillis ’19 named these two 
portraits by Stephen Laub, ti-
tled “My Father when He was 
23” and “My Father Holding 
Me in 1949”, as his favorites 
in the exhibit because they 
remind him of his father. 

“I thought [Laub had] a 
really interesting and unique 
method of photography… my 
dad looks almost exactly like 
him when he was 23. Also, the 
man in the picture has a re-
ally sophisticated pose like a 
lawyer, and my dad works as 
a lawyer. A lot of [the pieces] 
are chosen for the story that 
they express and the mood 
they evoke,” said Gillis. 

The students also held a 
gallery talk for the exhibit, 
which took place at the end 
of Fall Term. During the talk, 
Art-400 students introduced 
the purpose of the course and 
the theme of their exhibition, 
as well as some more detailed 
information about the work. 
According to viewer Karen 
Sun ’20, the gallery talk was 
her favorite part of the exhib-
it. 

“Individually observing the 
gallery was an amazing ex-
perience; however, listening 
to my peers talk about their 
thought processes and inter-
pretations added an entirely 
new element to the gallery. It 
brought light to many aspects 
of curating that I had never 
considered before and offered 
more insight into the images’ 
meanings,” said Sun.

EMMA FU

CAMPUS COMICS
by Jennie Guo
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