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As part of annual spirit week traditions prior to Andover-Exeter games, students parttook in dressing up as  
“Exeter Nerds.”  

Contrary to other traditions 
that take place on Hallow-
een, Cans4Kids, a student-run 
community engagement club, 
hosted a different kind of 
“trick-or-treating.” Led by 
Eamon Garrity-Rokous ’20, 
almost 30 Andover students 
participated in Cans4Kids’s 
alternative to trick-or-treating 
by collecting over 1000 food-
stuffs for charity.  

According to Garrity-Rok-
ous, the collected foodstuffs 
will later be donated to The 
Lazarus House and to St. 
Mark’s Food Bank. Garri-
ty-Rokous attributed the proj-
ect’s success to its status as a 
collective effort, rather than 
an individual undertaking. 

Garrity-Rokous said, “[My 
favorite part of Cans4Kids 
was] definitely the trick-or-
treating part and seeing how 
grateful not only the local 
Andover residents were but 
also how grateful The Lazarus 
House was [to] accept a real-
ly large amount of donations 
that they don’t really get on 
average. This was clearly a 
community effort, a greater 
community effort than [what] 
one person could do.” 

Garrity-Rokous began the 
Cans4Kids project last fall, 
and was joined around Win-
ter Term by Eliomar Lopez 
’19 and Pablo Sanchez ’19, who 
became the first members of 
the club. According to Garr-
ity-Rokous, the incentive for 
creating the club came from 
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Service Beyond the Academy: Andover 
Presents Alumni Awards of Distinction

Generations of Andover alum-
ni took the stage at this week’s All-
School Meeting (ASM), during 
which three Andover alumni 
were awarded the Andover Alum-
ni Award of Distinction (AAAD). 
Over the course of two days, re-
cipients of the AAAD were recog-
nized through a podcast, a dinner 
event, and the ASM. 

The recipients this year were 
Michael Beschloss ’73, a presiden-
tial historian and author; Peter 
Chermayeff  ’53, P ’78, ’88, ’04, GP 
’11, an architect with a focus in en-
vironmental design; Tamar Szabo 
Gendler ’83, Dean of Faculty of 
Arts and Sciences and Professor 
of Philosophy at Yale University; 
and Eileen Christelow  ’61, a chil-

dren’s book author. Each received 
the award for their “service with 
distinction and exhibition of 
leadership in the arts, sciences, 
humanities,” as Chris Auguste 
’76, the vice chair of the Alumni 
Council Committee, said during 
ASM.

The ASM began with an in-
troduction of Chermayeff,  Szabo 
Gendler, and Christelow. While 
not on campus this fall, Beschloss 
will recieve his award in 2019.

Chermayeff was introduced 
and presented with his award by 
his great-niece, Su Chermayeff 
’21. 

“Peter is a renowned archi-
tect who began his work in 1962 
when he and his team took charge 
of the cycling, urban design, and 
the architecture of the New En-
gland Aquarium located in Bos-
ton. During this project, him and 
his colleagues founded the Cam-

bridge Seven Associates, which 
undertook many realms of de-
sign,” said Su Chermayeff during 
the introduction. 

During ASM and the awards 
dinner, Peter Chermayeff dis-
cussed his experiences at Ando-
ver and the numerous lessons he 
was taught while attending. 

“During the time I was here, 
I learned the excitement of chal-
lenges of all kinds. I feel that this 
school empowered me to be more 
adventurous than I was ever in-
clined to be,” said Peter Cher-
mayeff. 

Christelow is a well-known 
children’s author, illustrator, and 
photographer. She credited her 
love for English to some of her 
experiences at Abbot Academy, 
including her 11th grade English 
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‘Paradox of 
the Privileged Poor’: 

Professor Anthony Jack 
Discusses Financial Aid

While financial aid programs 
allow students of different back-
grounds to receive the same ed-
ucational experiences, they pose 
many issues, according to Antho-
ny Jack, Assistant Professor of 
Education at Harvard University, 
who spoke about the “Paradox of 
the Privileged Poor.”

Jack led an hour-long discus-
sion in Kemper Auditorium on 
November 6. The event was co-
ordinated by LaShawn Springer, 
Associate Director of College 
Counseling. 

Jack explained how collegiate 
student bodies are not reflective 
of the actual population. Al-
though colleges are making more 
of an effort to admit students of 
lower income backgrounds into 
their campuses, there still re-
mains a disbalance of social class 
representation, said Jack in his 
presentation.

“Selective colleges serve as 
mobility springboards for those 
who come from disadvantageous 
backgrounds. And higher you 
up the income distribution, the 
more inequality you find. 38 col-
leges in the United States have 
more students from the top one 
percent [of income], than the 
bottom 60 percent. Those poor 
families were once kept out from 
this privilege of education due 
to a continued cycle. We were 
excluded from the information 
about these institutions,” said 
Jack in his presentation. 

The overall lack of socioeco-
nomic diversity contributes to a 
culture that only caters to a cer-
tain tier of people. Jack related 

this idea to his own experience 
in college.

“My new peers swapped sto-
ries of multi-week trips abroad 
and fancy parties happening at 
second homes. They even spoke 
about private jets. On the other 
hand, my family trips consist-
ed of visiting a cousin’s house 
nearby. I realized I was the only 
poor black person at Amherst 
[College], others being sons of 
lawyers and businessmen,” said 
Jack. 

As a full financial aid student 
in college, Springer said she felt 
that she could relate to a number 
of Jack’s points.

“I was operating in what 
sometimes felt like a different 
world than many of my peers. 
I remember encounters with 
my financial aid office and how 
I sometimes left feeling really 
small on those occasions that 
I tried to advocate for myself,” 
wrote Springer in an email to The 
Phillipian.

Springer continued, “When 
he talked about going to career 
services and open office hours 
and taking advantage of the re-
sources on these campuses, and 
interacting with faculty, I real-
ized I was late to so much of that. 
I showed up in some of these 
spaces in my junior year but my 
peers from affluent backgrounds 
were taking advantage of every-
thing as freshman.” 

During his time at Amherst 
and in his field of work, Jack 
observed a category of people 
whom he described as the “priv-
ileged poor.” This subgroup re-
fers to students who originally 
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Editorial

As the first round of college applications 
ends and the fall term comes to a close, it 
seems more timely than ever to address 
one of the most prevalent and divisive top-
ics on campus: college admissions. 

At a school filled with students who 
share different perspectives, personali-
ties, and preferences, there is a wide spec-
trum of openness around college that has 
become increasingly difficult to navigate. 
Some students prefer to keep the details of 
the process strictly private, while others 
discuss it freely without a second thought. 
Personal preference aside, within the con-
text of Andover’s hyper-competitive social 
and academic environments, this spec-
trum has produced a toxic college culture 
of secrecy and animosity, causing division 
within the student body. This culture has 
manifested in many negative ways, such as 
students feeling overly pressured to share 
their college lists against their wishes, 
comparing themselves to others in dam-
aging ways, and feeling as if their college 
decisions are outside of their control.

College is a big part of all of our lives 
here at Andover, especially those of Se-
niors. Much of the college process is 
stressful and deeply personal, and experi-
encing negative emotions is, in some ways, 
inevitable. Seniors and other members of 
the Andover community should not be 
blamed or shamed for partaking in this 
toxic college culture, though it is our re-
sponsibility to recognize and interrogate 
its effects.

We as a community still have the agen-
cy to define the process’ effects on us, and 
we should strive to remember our values 
despite the imposing force of acceptance 
rates. Instead of isolating ourselves from 
each other, we can embrace this challenge 
collectively and acknowledge our shared 
aspirations. We can develop support sys-
tems with our peers, whether by openly 
addressing the challenges confronting us 
or by simply being there for those who 
need us when they need us. 

Ultimately, the college process is up to 
each individual. Everyone should have the 
ability to decide whether they want to go 
through it by themselves or invite others 
to help them along the way. For the non-
Seniors: it is especially important to give 
the Seniors the space and support they 
need, as well as to be cognisant of how 
each person is going through the process 
in their own way. 

In the end, Seniors should remember 
that they do not embark on this journey 
alone. Faculty, friends, and peers are with 
students every step of the way to remind 
them that there is more than one path to 
this adventure. The key to navigating An-
dover’s college culture is not to ignore its 
effects, but to remind ourselves of our own 
multifacetedness, strengths, and experi-
ences incomparable to those of anyone 
else. 

This editorial represents the views of 
The Phillipian, vol. CXLI.
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SOCIAL MEDIA SHOULD 
be a virtual platform for 
people from diverse back-

grounds and differing view-
points to effortlessly connect 
and share their beliefs. Unfor-
tunately, social media compa-
nies are limiting free speech 
by censoring opinions posted 
on their websites. Twitter, in 
particular, has been accused 
countless times of removing 
and “shadow banning” users 
for politically motivated rea-
sons. As a private company, 
Twitter has every right to cen-
sor and control content as they 
see fit. But their use of censor-
ship to sway the political views 
of the general public is harmful 
to political discourse and an 
abuse of power.

Censorship of radical opin-
ions on social media seems ben-
eficial at face value. In theory, it 
promotes less controversial and 
more rational discussion among 
users. By drawing the lines and 

deciding which opinions are 
acceptable, however, Twitter is 
allowing their own political be-
liefs to bias them against people 
with differing views. Through 
“shadow banning,” Twitter is 
making accounts of specific con-
servative leaders less accessible 
to readers. In early July, Twitter 
was exposed for its shadow ban-
ning of the accounts of several 
prominent leaders of the G.O.P., 
including Republican National 
Committee Chairwoman Ronna 
McDaniel and Congressman 
Devin Nunes, according to Vice 
News. This is not an isolated 
event, but rather one example 
amid a sweeping campaign from 

Twitter to narrow the range of 
political views deemed accept-
able on their websites.

Harmful statements and 
opinions such as racism or the 
persecution of others based on 
religious views should abso-
lutely not be tolerated. How-
ever, by removing only radical 
conservatives and allowing 
equally radical leftists to spread 
hateful ideology, social media 
companies are not even-hand-
ed when dealing with those 
who promote these unaccept-
able views. Twitter, for ex-
ample, wiped the accounts of 
controversial far-right pundits 
Milo Yiannopoulos and Tommy 

Robinson for speech which 
they deemed hateful, 

but refused 
t o 

suspend the account of radical 
leftist and black supremacist 
Louis            

Farrakhan, despite his detest-
able tweets comparing Jews to 
termites and his long history of 
anti-Semitic and homophobic 
remarks. Contemptible views 
must be dealt with equally, re-
gardless of the political leanings 
of the overhead social media 
company.

Proponents of social media 
censorship argue that a lack of 
action on the part of Twitter 
— allowing radical and unin-
formed opinions to stay on the 
internet — is extremely det-
rimental. However, allowing 
certain extremist opinions on 
social media may actually have 
a beneficial side. Since many of 
these opinions on the far end of 
the ideological spectrum do not 
stand up well under criticism, 
seeing negative feedback and 
counter arguments may cause 
the author of the post to begin 
to question their own views in 
a way they would not otherwise 
have done had they been simply 
removed. When their opinions 

are removed, users will often 
flock to other corners of 

the internet filled with 
likeminded people, be-
coming even more radi-
calized with no one to 
challenge them.

Sadly, in many cases, 
censorship causes radi-
cal users to feel like their 
opinions are much more 

validated, and that social media 
companies are censoring them 
for spreading the “truth.” For 
instance, after conspiracy theo-
rist Alex Jones had his accounts 

wiped from several social me-
dia websites he was quoted as 
saying, “I was taken down, not 
because we lied but because we 
tell the truth and because we 
were popular.” 

In an ideal world, social media 
would be a place where people 
could gather and civilly discuss 
their opinions, brainstorm new 
ideas, and effectively problem 
solve pressing issues. In reality, 
social media companies are cur-
rently attempting to control this 
open discourse by suppressing 
beliefs that differ from their 
own. I would prefer that they al-
low all opinions, liberal or con-
servative, to be heard, criticized, 
and discussed, so that people 
can personally decide what to 
believe. The internet should be 
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DISAPPOINTED, BUT  
not surprised. If there 

were any phrase to accurately 
sum up how I felt watching mid-
term results roll in for my home 
state of Florida, this would be it. “I 
mean, what did you expect?” one 
of my friends from home texted 
me as we watched Ron DeSantis, 
a controversial figure marred by 
steep accusations of racism, be-
come governor-elect of our state. 
“This is yeehaw country.” Over 
the past couple of years, South-
erners have faced numerous chal-
lenges that affect the wellbeing of 
countless people, among them 
natural disasters, gun violence, 
and immigration issues. The 
South is often stereotyped as a no 
man’s land for progressives, hold-
ing tight to a right-wing political 
culture that embeds itself into ev-
eryday life. Nevertheless, I truly 
believed that things would be dif-
ferent this election season. How-
ever, this year, I feel that many 
Southern voters swept the most 
urgent problems under the rug in 
prioritizing less important issues.

FLORIDA
This summer, during Flori-

da’s gubernatorial primaries, I 
worked at a hectic polling site in 
my town. At the site, volunteers 

for various campaigns argued 
fiercely about issues like gun 
violence. This year, gun control 
has been a particularly conten-
tious topic in my state, as several 
high-profile mass shootings have 
taken place, like the massacre at 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High 
School in February and a shoot-
ing this week at a Tallahassee 
yoga studio. In our gubernatorial 
race, Republican Ron DeSantis 
edged out Democrat Andrew Gil-
lum by less than a single percent-
age point. While Gillum, Mayor 
of Tallahassee, has been battling 
the N.R.A. in court and defend-
ing shooting bans in public parks, 
DeSantis has offered no actual re-
sponse to the gun violence preva-
lent in Florida, even arguing that 
one should not need a license to 
be armed, according to the Tam-
pa Bay Times. The Sun-Sentinel 
reports that around 1,200 Florida 
youth have been killed by gun vio-
lence in the last decade, which led 
me to assume that voters would 
elect pro-gun safety officials. Al-
though progress on this issue has 
been made thanks to our current 
Republican governor Rick Scott, 
whose swift action during the 
Parkland shooting helped earn 
him a Senate seat Tuesday night, 
DeSantis’ governorship could 
undo this progress easily. Simply 
addressing gun safety would not 
have made DeSantis compromise 
his conservative values either, as 
pro-Second Amendment politi-
cians like Scott have worked with 
pro-gun control politicians for so-
lutions in the past. For a more ef-
fective response to gun violence, 
I believe Florida voters should 
have elected Andrew Gillum. In-
stead of making issues like gun 
violence or climate change cen-
tral ideas of his campaign, DeSan-
tis mainly used a shiny endorse-

ment from President Trump to 
appeal to voters, catering solely 
towards the state’s Trump fans 
while alienating moderates and 
progressives. 

TEXAS
 Senator Ted Cruz beat 

Democratic challenger Beto 
O’Rourke Tuesday night to keep 
hold of his seat as Texans went to 
the polls passionate about issues 
like health care and immigration, 
according to the Houston Chron-
icle. O’Rourke, whose charisma 
and passionate speeches about 
issues like police brutality earned 
him national attention, lost by 
less than three percent. This is 
impressive, since Texas has not 
elected a Democrat to the Senate 
since 1988. This year, Texans have 
been inundated with warnings 
about a migrant caravan from 
Central America moving toward 
the state, with President Trump 
denouncing the “invasion” using 
extreme anti-immigrant rhetoric. 
A recent Trump ad that painted 
undocumented immigrants as 
criminals was pulled from major 
news broadcasting companies 
like CNN, NBC, and Fox News 
amid accusations of blatant rac-
ism, according to The New York 
Times. Unfortunately, the media’s 
denouncement of anti-immigrant 
propaganda did not translate to 
the polls, where Cruz, who wants 
to unconstitutionally end birth-
right citizenship, was re-elected. 
O’Rourke’s slim loss shows some 
progress in making political 
change in deep-red Texas, where 
Cruz previously won by sixteen 
points. But, this was not enough 
to give Texas a Senator who will 
focus on issues that I think mat-
ter, like the fact that recent fed-
eral cuts to Medicaid spending 
will affect millions of low-income 

Texans, as reported by Dallas 
News. O’Rourke, who promised 
to fight for Medicaid funding in 
the Senate, would have defended 
the wellbeing of Texans without 
perpetuating xenophobia.

GEORGIA
Another candidate who gar-

nered national attention, Demo-
crat Stacey Abrams, lost her gu-
bernatorial campaign to Brian 
Kemp by less than two points in 
the traditional Republican strong-
hold of Georgia. Voter suppres-
sion is a major problem in many 
Southern states like Georgia, and 
Kemp’s victory comes as his cam-
paign faces steep accusations of 
voter suppression: according to 
The Atlantic, Kemp, Georgia’s 
current Secretary of State, purged 
1.5 million voters from registra-
tion by enacting laws penaliz-
ing voters for petty reasons like 
name changes. In addition, he 
suspended 53,000 voter applica-
tions, 70 percent of which came 
from African-Americans. Kemp’s 
office also closed hundreds of 
polling places in low-income ar-
eas. In contrast, according to The 
New York Times, Stacey Abrams 
has shown dedication to fighting 
voter suppression, as she founded 
the New Georgia Project, an or-
ganization dedicated to “boosting 
minority participation in the elec-
toral process.” The changes made 
by Kemp disproportionately af-
fected minority and low-income 
voters, who make up a vital por-
tion of the state’s demographics. 
While Georgians were aware of 
this possible corruption, as it re-
ceived major media attention, I 
believe many stayed complacent 
in this demonstration of racism 
by voting for Kemp anyways. 

In the South, the suppression 
of minority voters has roots dat-

ing back to slavery and racial 
segregation, which mandated 
that black Southerners live in dif-
ferent areas, face anti-poor poll 
taxes, and pass unfair “literacy 
tests,” making it nearly impos-
sible for them to vote. In 2018, 
shutting down polling places in 
majority-black areas and ensur-
ing that minority voters cannot 
vote still rings with a Jim Crow-
esque nature. Georgians are not 
completely to blame for electing 
Brian Kemp, given that many vot-
ers were denied their rights, but I 
believe that those unaffected by 
Kemp’s rules should have elected 
Abrams instead of turning a blind 
eye to racist division.

Although some rising politi-
cal stars in the South didn’t see 
victories Tuesday night, their 
razor-thin margins of loss give me 
hope. In states usually flooded 
with hyper-partisan political cul-
tures like Texas and Georgia, it’s 
refreshing for me to see that can-
didates willing to confront what I 
believe is their constituents’ real 
problems, like gun violence, Med-
icaid cuts, and voter suppression, 
nearly won; nearly is still better 
than nothing. This makes me be-
lieve that in time, with bipartisan 
support for candidates who will 
make change, Southerners can 
show the world they are capable 
of standing up to fight our biggest 
problems.

I HAVE BEEN A CHRISTIAN 
for as long as I can remem-
ber — it’s an essential part 

of my identity. However, there 
have been times when I strug-
gled with what it means to iden-
tify as Christian. In sixth grade, 
I almost lost faith in my religion 
when I doubted my church’s 
welcoming environment. I was 

sitting in my Bible-study session 
waiting for the lesson to start 
when I saw the projector display 
the title: “Living with the Bible.” 
I imagined that it would prob-
ably be about loving our neigh-
bors and living with a generous 
heart. It wasn’t until I reached 
the last slide that I was taken 
aback. It read in big, bold letters, 
“No Homosexuality.” 

Admittedly, I wasn’t the most 
knowledgeable sixth grader when 

it came to sexual orientation, but 
I knew that it constituted an im-
portant part of somebody’s iden-
tity. I was confused, to say the 
least. Why would our sexual ori-
entation have anything to do with 
the Bible? As the pastor went on, 
he explained that homosexuality 
is considered a “sin.” I searched 
for the reasoning behind his 
claim, but I couldn’t come to un-
derstand how someone’s identity 
in and of itself could be a sin. In 
response, he flipped through the 
pages of the Bible and pointed 
out a verse that said marriage 
was only between a woman and 
a man: “But because of the temp-
tation to sexual immorality, each 
man should have his own wife 
and woman her own husband” 
(1 Corinthians 7:2 [ESV]). I was 

still lost and unconvinced. But my 
heart stopped after I heard the 
words that came out of the pas-
tor’s mouth: “Gay people will rot 
in hell.” In that moment, I knew 
that I wanted to leave this church.

I didn’t understand how so 

much hate could stem from a reli-
gion that I believed to be based on 
love. I think that most — if not all 
— religions have love and peace 

as the foundation of their dogma. 
For example, “Love your neigh-
bor as yourself. No other com-
mandment is greater than these” 
(Mark 12:31) is Christianity’s cen-
tral teaching. Brahmaviharas, the 
four central beliefs of Buddhism, 
includes a concept of loving-kind-
ness. And yet, there are still some 
people who use their religion as 
a means to spread hate and vio-
lence. 

This can be seen through ter-
rorist groups, such as ISIS, who 
use their Islamic “faith” to justify 
the evil and vile acts they commit. 
Because of ISIS, there are so many 
misconceptions and stereotypes 
surrounding about Islam, de-
spite the fact that Islam centered 
around generosity and peace. One 
of the main pillars of Islam is Za-

kat, the practice of charity and 
giving to the impoverished. To 
acquire balance and growth, the 
individual gives a portion of their 
wealth to help rid inequality and 
help those in need. I think there 
is a human tendency to impose 
our values onto our religion. As a 
result, people are losing faith in 
their religious groups or creating 
false ideas surrounding religious 
groups. 

How we use our religious be-
liefs in our daily lives are reflec-
tive of ourselves. One can inter-
pret one line in a religious piece 
as a means of supporting hatred, 
such as homophobia, while an-
other individual can interpret 
another part of a religious piece 
as supporting queer rights. Our 
religions aren’t shaping our opin-
ions — our biases are shaping the 
ways people internalize their reli-
gions. Because religion isn’t part 
of everyone’s identity, it shouldn’t 
be used as evidence to prove or 
discredit people’s ideas. Our opin-
ions subconsciously affect the 
ways we view everything in our 
lives, and it is important that we 
allow religions to keep their ide-
ologies of love and peace, espe-
cially because of its role in many 
individuals’ lives. 

The South’s Old Groove

Megan Vaz is a two-
year Lower from Weston, 
Fla. Contact the author at 
mvaz21@andover.edu.

JANE PARK

MEGAN VAZ

Religion is Not Your Excuse

O.TUNG/THE PHILLIPIAN

Jane Park is a Junior from 
Roslyn, N.Y. Contact the author 
at jpark22@andover.edu.

I think there is a 
human tendency to 
impose our values 

onto our religion. As 
a result, people are 
losing faith in their 

religious groups.
Because religion isn’t 

part of everyone’s 
identity, it shouldn’t 
be used as evidence 

to prove or credit 
people’s ideas.
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I didn’t understand 
how so much hate 
could stem from 
a religion that I 

believed to be based 
on love. 



M.LEVY/THE PHIL
LIP

IA
N

M.LEVY/THE PHIL
LIP

IA
N

A4 NEWS T h e  P h i l l i p i a n November 9, 2018

Peter Chermayeff ’53 Tamar Szabó Gendler ’83 Eileen Christelow AA ’61

Did you have a favorite aspect about 
architecture?
Yes, I would say from the beginning 
my greatest interest in architecture 
was not the building of structures 
for their own sake, but the building 
of places or spaces in which people 
lived their lives, or did their thing, 
their work, or had some kind of 
experience. I found the question of 
space and light as interesting as the 
question of structure, or you might 
say building form. 

Was there any point where you feel 
you struggled or faced significant 
hardships here, and do you think 
those times shaped who you are to-
day and your success?
A big part of my experience here 
was being a shrimp. I was about 
4’11” when I arrived here… when 
I graduated I was 5’2”. I used to 
go to the dining hall and across 
the hall somebody would tease me 
with a squeaky voice because I was 
a Senior and my voice hadn’t even 
changed… I learned that I could 
laugh that off and survive and sur-
vive it. Though it was annoying and 
cruel I didn’t let the people know 
that who were doing it to me. I 
hid the fact that it hurt and it was 
painful, and I learned to not only 
survive on it, but to thrive on it be-
cause I think it made me stronger. It 
made me more aware of who I was. 

Looking back on past projects, was 
there a favorite?
I think of two projects as my favor-
ites. One is the Tennessee Aquar-
ium as a gem which turned out 
very well. Another is the Lisbon 
Aquarium which is more recent, 
and turned out very well. But there’s 
also a third one among those kinds 
of projects that we haven’t talked 
about, but to me was the project of 
a lifetime. And that was the United 
States Exhibition for Montreal in 
Expo ’67 which was the U.S. exhi-
bition of that year, ’67… It’s one of 
the best projects of my life and my 
partner’s lives because we all had 
the fun of the ages to make a public 
exhibition inside [the glass] bubble 
[we constructed]. 

Why did you choose to pursue under-
graduate education as Professor of Phi-
losophy and a Professor of Psychology 
and Cognitive Sciences?
I love school, and I wanted to try to 
figure out a way that I could stay in 
school. And one of the amazing things 
about being a university professor is 
that it gives you the right to spend your 
life in an educational environment... So 
I managed to find a career that let me 
combine the two things that I love the 
most. One of which was being in an 
educational institution, and the other 
which was thinking about the relation 
of how those three subjects; math, and 
philosophy, and psychology.

During your time at Andover, did you 
know that this was a field of work you 
wanted to pursue?
So when I was at Andover, I thought I 
was going to go on in math... I took a 
course that was called Math-55, which 
was multivariable which was a BC 
calculus course. And then I took my 
Senior year, multivariable calculus and 
I took an amazing physics course Phys-
ics-55... But I also really loved English. 
I took some amazing courses over in 
Bulfinch Hall and so when I got to Yale 
I thought I would do math, and then 
the part of me that had been taught 
here to love books and learning from 
them drew me a little bit over philoso-
phy.

Was there a time at Andover when you 
struggled or faced significant hardship? 
Do you think those times shaped who 
you are today and your success?
So there were two times at Andover 
that were particularly challenging. One 
was my first year here when I started in 
Latin-20, which was a second-year lat-
in class for which I was completely and 
entirely unqualified... And that taught 
me a certain kind of humility. And the 
second time was the fall semester of 
my Senior year when I was president 
of the Debate Team, and Executive 
Editor of The Phillipian, and in charge 
of all sorts of things. And I thought the 
campus can’t run without me. Then I 
got an illness called mononucleosis, 
which caused me to have to stay in bed 
for two solid months. And everything 
went on just fine with my absence. And 
I learned that the world is much much 
bigger than me.

What inspired you to become a writer?
I like to draw pictures and I like to 
tell stories with pictures, and so that 
started as photography. And initially 
I was trying to write the stories that I 
did as well as photograph, but I hadn’t 
quite figured out how to write a story 
for a magazine, so I often worked with 
other writers and I did several things 
for the Philadelphia Sunday Bulletin 
Magazine, and for the Pennsylvania 
Gazette, and some small magazines 
for teachers. So basically my photo-
graphs were used as illustrations for 
those. I often came up with ideas for 
stories. And then, eventually, the writ-
ing started more as I was doing the 
picture books, because I wasn’t going 
to come up with an idea and then go 
find a writer to do it, and so I just had 
to figure out how to do that myself. 
And I much prefer writing and illus-
trating.

What does your writing process look 
like? 
So my writing process is: I kind of 
play around with ideas, and I play 
with drawings, and I play with words, 
and so I might draw a little bit, write a 
little bit, draw a little bit, and so they 
both feed each other.

How do you think writing for children 
and writing for adults differs?
First and foremost, the story has to 
appeal to me. Because if I can’t stand 
it, then I have to live with it for a year, 
year and a half while I’m working on 
it. But I also really am thinking about 
how do I capture the attention of 
some little three or four year old who’s 
running around and how can I get 
that child to want to sit and listen?

What have you learned as a writer?
I guess I’ve learned to tell a story. 
From the beginning, I’ve learned. I 
think I’ve learned a lot as an illus-
trator. I think I’m a better illustrator 
than I was when I started out, ob-
viously. And I think also one thing 
I’ve learned, and I think it’s true with 
writing as well as illustrating, is that 
you can really overwork things. It’s 
very possible to overthink things. And 
often the initial sketches have more 
vitality then the final, finished, possi-
bly overworked drawings and so I try 
to keep that original vitality in the end 
product, which is sometimes hard to 
do.

Andover Alumni Award of Distinction
2018 Recipients

The Andover Alumni Awards of Distinction are presented to distinguished alumni chosen by the Alumni Council 
from a group of more than 20,000 around the globe. Recipients are recognized for their dedication and positive im-

pact in various fields of endeavor. Meet this year’s recipients:  
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Cans4Kids: Andover Students Go “Trick-or-Treating” 
for Non-Perishable Foods

an attempt to increase com-
munity outreach. 

Garrity-Rokous said, “I 
wanted to create [a] commu-
nity engagement project that 
would include not only Ando-
ver but greater Andover com-
munities as well. At the time 
it was fall of last year, and so 
I thought… how can I incor-
porate this into like a school 
schedule, how can I get a great-
er amount of people when I 
know they have free time to 
do something as a community, 
and I came up with Halloween. 
Since a lot of Andover students 
and a lot of kids in general al-
ready go trick-or-treating on 
Halloween I thought, well, 
this is a great opportunity 
to have Andover students go 
trick-or-treating for, let’s say, 
non-perishable foods.”

Sarah Driscoll, Instructor 
in English and Faculty Advisor 
for Cans4Kids, emphasized 
the importance of Cans4Kids 
this year, especially given the 
recent gas explosions in Ando-
ver and surrounding areas. 

Driscoll said, “The Hal-
loween idea really came from 
Eamon, and at an opportune 
moment, given how the gas 
explosions have impacted lo-
cal communities. The club is, 
as the title suggests, focused 
on giving back to kids, making 
sure that we prioritize chil-
dren’s needs in the process.” 

Last year, Cans4Kids col-
lected around 150 foodstuffs, 
surpassing their initial goal 
of 100. This year, their goal 
was to collect over 500 food-
stuffs, which they once again 
surpassed by collecting 1000 
foodstuffs. 

Lopez said, “Last year it was 
just three of us and we collect-
ed well over 100 non-perish-

able goods. This year we had 
over 50 volunteers and col-
lected over 1000 non perish-
able goods. Our goal for next 
year is to hopefully double our 
numbers.” 

The Cans4Kids project, 
however, was not without 
challenges, according to Garr-
ity-Rokous. 

Previously, one of the 
most pressing challenges 
for Cans4Kids had been stu-
dent participation. This year, 
Cans4Kids set up a booth at 
the club rally hoping to in-
crease the number of partici-
pating students. A total around 
160 students signed up for this 
year’s project. 

Garrity Rokous said, “The 
other challenge we encoun-
tered was...getting them to ac-
tually participate in the club. 
We wanted to make sure that 
we got students to do it. [This 
year] we got a good number of 
students to actually achieve 

our goals. I was very satisfied 
with that.”

Another challenge that 
Cans4Kids faced, according to 
Garrity-Rokous, was acquiring 
necessary materials to carry 
the non-perishable foodstuffs. 
To combat this problem, 
Cans4Kids used nine plastic 
wagons donated by faculty 
members to help students car-
ry the foodstuffs as they went 
around the streets of Andover. 

According to Driscoll, 
Cans4Kids plans to continue 
expanding their project in the 
upcoming years by focusing on 
different, specific areas. 

Driscoll said, “Our main 
focus will be the successful 
execution of additional fund-
raisers and events throughout 
the year that build on our mo-
mentum from the Halloween 
event, in addition to ensuring 
that students maintain a high 
level of participation.”

Garrity-Rokous said that 

Cans4Kids has high hopes for 
next year’s Halloween project. 
Their goal for next year will 
be to collect 2000 foodstuffs. 
Garrity-Rokous also says he 
hopes that the Cans4Kids 
project will be passed on once 
the current club leaders grad-
uate. 

Garrity-Rokous said, “I 
would say I want to double the 
project, not only how many 
Andover students participate 
but also how many in terms 
of how many end wagons we 
get from the faculty [and] but 
especially how much food we 
donate… I also hope to just 
pass it on...so [Cans4Kids] will 
be continued after I’m gone. 
I started with Eli Lopez, Pab-
lo Sanchez and me. So just a 
group of Andover wrestlers 
who thought you know, why 
not, let’s go out and do this!”

Continued  from A1, Column 1
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NEWS IN BRIEF

This Week:
•	 On Friday, November 2, 60 second-graders from 

South Lawrence East Elementary School (SLE) 
visited the Case Memorial Cage to meet their pen 
pals — Andover students in the Bread Loaf Communi-
ty Engagement program. Together, Andover and SLE 
students played games, ate ice cream, and had their 
faces painted.

•	 On Wednesday, November 7, Neighbors in Need 
partnered with the Office of Community Engage-
ment to gather Thanksgiving meals. The orga-
nization collected donations in Paresky Commons 

from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.. Last year, 80 meals were 
distributed to families in the Merrimack Valley. 

•	 At Math Circle on November 7, Daniel Crow, In-
structor in Physics, explained the application of graph 
theory to coloring problems. The event took place 
from 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. in the Teen Room at Me-
morial Hall Library. Math Circle offers presentations 
on advanced mathematical concepts geared toward 
Andover students and faculty that are meant for 
“mathematical discovery and fun” according to Emily 
Landes, Instructor in Mathematics and Physics.

Looking Ahead: 
•	 On Friday, November 9, before the Andover/Exeter 

pep rally, Azure, Yorkies, and Drumline will perform a 
tribute for Veterans Day. In addition, Andover and 
Military Club will be present at the tribute.

•	 The 100 year anniversary of Armistice Day will be 
on Sunday, November 11. In celebration of this day, in 
which Germany and the Allied Powers signed a cease-
fire agreement and ended World War I, the Memorial 
Bell Tower will chime at 11:00 a.m. These chimes will 
be a part of a nation-wide Bells and Peace movement.

REPORTING BY ARNAV BHAKTA

COURTESY OF EAMON GARRITY-ROKOUS

Last year, Cans4Kids collected around 150 foodstuffs. This year, they collected around 1000.

Brace Scholar: Serena Liu ’19 Shines Light on 
Women in American Football

Despite its nationwide pop-
ularity, football is one of the 
few sports in the United States 
without a professional women’s 
league. 

Serena Liu ’19 shared her 
research on women in football 
during her Brace Student Fel-
low presentation, “The Amer-
ican Football Industry: An 
Analysis of Gender Roles,” on 
November 5 in the School Room 
of Abbot Hall. 

During her presentation, Liu 
said, “Women who play in the 
football industry have yet to be 
viewed through an unfiltered 
lens where they will not be sub-
ordinated based on stereotypes 
or hyperfeminization.”

Liu researched the role 
of women as cheerleaders in 
the National Football League 
(N.F.L.) and players in the Lin-
gerie Football League (also re-
ferred to as the Legends Foot-
ball League), a football league in 
which women wear lingerie as 
uniforms. 

Liu said, “Women’s ability to 
deconstruct gendered stereo-
types [in football] are inhibited 
by the existing cheerleading 
and Legends Football League 
institution. Both institutions 
create a duality between soci-
ety’s preconceived notions of 
masculinity and femininity.”

Liu explained how cheer-
leading in the N.F.L. prevents 
women from being able to hold 
high positions in the league, as 
well as how it presents a sexist 
image of women. 

She said, “It creates this 
idea of emphasized femininity 
where, when women see these 
cheerleaders on the sidelines, 

this is what they think is ‘the 
ideal woman.’ The ideal woman 
should be a teacher; the ideal 
woman should be a flight atten-
dant. And what we see lacking 
in this narrative is the encour-
agement for women to pursue 
higher positions. This is reflect-
ed in the lack of women hold-
ing high positions in the N.F.L. 
today.”

Students and faculty alike 
attended the presentation. Ang-
ie Collado ’21 said that Liu dis-
cussed impacts that often go un-
discussed in American society.  

Collado said, “Serena cap-
tured something that is really 
normalized in society: gender 
roles in football. She clearly 
explained how women are pre-
sented in football, especially 
when talking about the Legends 
or Lingerie Football League, 
where women were wearing 
lingerie… and how that can de-
value and invalidate the whole 
football experience, [as well as] 
how women [who play football] 
are seen.”

Liu said that while some 
women have broken through 
the gender barriers in profes-
sional football, parts of society 
continue to consider the foot-
ball field the last remaining 
space for preserving masculine 
ideals.

“Women have yet to find an 
agency where they are viewed 
through an unfiltered lens, and 
problems continue to arise de-
spite women’s attempts to ei-
ther empower themselves or 
create change,” said Liu.

Liu addressed the small 
progress women have made 
in deconstructing gendered 
norms in the industry. She also 
highlighted, however, the sub-
standard to which female trail-
blazers in the industry are often 

held.
“These women continue to 

find subordination in their sta-
tus even though they have prov-
en that their ability to transgress 
the stereotyped roles of what it 
means to be a woman, and they 
continue to be categorized into 
a feminized and very feminine 
role,” said Liu.

Many audience members 
were unaware of the struggles 
women face behind the scenes 
as cheerleaders, coaches, or ref-
erees in the N.F.L. Warren Clark 
’21 was surprised by the lack of 
women in the industry.

Clark said, “My family is very 
into football, so it was kind of 
close to my heart, even though 
we’re a college football fami-
ly, instead of an N.F.L. family. 
I didn’t know anything about 
the handbook for N.F.L. cheer-
leaders or what’s expected of 
them, or the fact that there real-
ly have only been three women 
in the N.F.L. ever, and so those 
stats were just kind of shocking 
to me. It’s good for everyone 
to know, just so that everyone 
knows that there’s more going 
on behind what you actually see 
on TV.”

The Brace Center for Gen-
der Studies, which works to-
wards intersectional gender 
equity and inclusion in all areas 
of student life, selected Liu as 
one of this year’s Brace Student 
Fellows. Through the program, 
Liu spent the summer research-
ing and studying a topic of her 
choosing. 

“I had a very broad idea of 
what I wanted to do, and I re-
ally wanted to look at gender in 
sports... After a few conversa-
tions, [I] really whittled it down 
to football… because it’s such 
an interesting topic…[and] you 
rarely see women having a nar-

rative in this industry,” said Liu.
Throughout the process 

of researching her presenta-
tion, Liu was guided by Sarah 
Driscoll, Instructor in English, 
and Flavia M. Vidal, Instructor 
in English and Director of the 
Brace Center for Gender Stud-
ies. 

For Driscoll, her favorite part 
of the project was working with 
Liu.

“[One great part] was getting 
to discuss gender in sports with 
a student, [since] that’s a real-
ly interesting topic, but I think 
more for me, it was working 
with an amazing person who...
was willing to take in feed-
back, willing to listen, willing 

to address concerns and whittle 
away at the paper,” said Driscoll.

Liu said in an interview with 
The Phillipian, “Since my re-
search was focused primarily on 
women in sports, there’s been a 
lot of conversation regarding 
broadening the discourse from 
just women in sports to gender 
in sports and trying to figure out 
ways to strive for equality or less 
of a subordinating lens towards 
all spectrums of identities...I 
wanted to focus on, especially 
for next steps, just broadening 
the conversation to all margin-
alized identities.”

M.ZHANG/THE PHILLIPIAN
Serena Liu ’19, pictured above, spoke about the public’s filtered view of 
women in American football in her Brace Presentation. 
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Widening Your Perspective: 
Neil Lazarus on the Israel-Palestine Conflicts 

Neil Lazarus, an inter-
nationally acclaimed expert 
in Middle Eastern politics, 
shared his thoughts on the 
Iran and Israel-Palestine con-
flicts in a talk delivered to the 
Andover community on No-
vember 2. Lazarus described 
the complex situation in the 
Middle East and quelled com-
mon misconceptions about the 
conflicts. 

Lazarus traced the history 
of Israel and Palestine’s con-
flict during his talk. According 
to Lazarus, the conflict be-
tween Israel and Palestine be-
gan about a century ago, when 
Jewish and Arab communities 
both developed senses of na-
tional identity which could 
be fulfilled by the creation of 
an independent state. As both 
vied for the same land, howev-
er, tensions escalated. 

Lazarus addressed various 
perspectives in his discussion, 
describing the conflicts within 
Gaza after Israel left the land. 
He discussed the different par-
ties and groups that fell into 
conflict, namely the Palestin-
ian Fatah and Jihadist Hamas. 

Lazarus also highlighted the 
importance of people in today’s 
society exposing themselves to 
opposing viewpoints instead of 
simply reinforcing viewpoints 
that they agree with. 

“What I wanted to show 

very much was the complexity, 
which is often not portrayed 
in the general media here in 
the United States. People often 
ask me what television station 
they should watch to get good 
coverage… I always encourage 
people to flip sides, and to at 
least spend 10 minutes a day 
watching a channel they dis-
agree with,” said Lazarus.

Lazarus continued, “One of 
the biggest problems we have 
today is social medias creating 
echo chambers where we just 
listen to each other and listen 
to people who we agree with. 
So I encourage people to listen 
to other sides. And for that pur-
pose, I created an app called 
Neil Lazarus, which connects 
viewers, and all in one place 
shows different opinions in 
one place, and it updates itself. 
And that’s available for stu-
dents to download.”

The multi-dimensional as-
pect of the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict Lazarus described was 
new to Justin Chang ’19. Chang 
also found certain methods 
used during the conflict to be 
surprising. 

Chang wrote in an email 
to The Phillipian, “I was sur-
prised to learn that the dy-
namic between the supposed 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict has 
many dimensions to it. There 
is an ‘I am threatened by Iran’ 
dynamic, a Fatah/Hamas dy-
namic, and a West Bank/Gaza 
Strip dynamic. I am also dumb-
struck by the use of flying con-

doms as a tool of arson. I can’t 
even imagine what would be 
going through a person’s head 
when they came up with that 
as an idea. I am also surprised 
by his statement that Obama 
founded ‘America First,’ not 
Donald Trump.”

Lazarus continued by con-
tending that Iran — not Israel 
— was the new center of Mid-
dle Eastern conflicts, consider-
ing its nuclear deal and thirst 
for expansion. According to 
Lazarus, neighboring coun-
tries felt threatened due to the 
fact that Iran exerted power 
over many proxy groups and 
the fact that the United Na-
tions had lifted sanctions on 
Iran.

Lazarus’s talk was orga-
nized by Rabbi Michael Swart-
tz, Andover’s Jewish Chaplain. 
He was aware that Lazarus’s 
work was internationally ac-
claimed, and once he noted 
that Lazarus was in the area, 
he took the opportunity to in-
vite Lazarus to campus. 

Swarttz said, “Israel’s nar-
rative and presenting a pos-
itive approach to Israel has 
kinda gotten lost in a lot of the 
political discussion. Israel is 
often portrayed as a Goliath to 
the Palestinian David. Israel is 
portrayed as the bad guy, as an 
oppressor, and all these other 
things. And while some of that 
is true, what gets lost is how Is-
rael wound up in the position 
that it’s in as an occupier of 
territories, and many of the re-

ally terrific things that happen 
in Israel and the hundreds of 
joint Israeli-Palestinian initia-
tives that take place through-
out the society.”

“These things don’t get cov-
ered by the media, so there’s 
often, to my mind, a skewed 
presentation of Israel and its 
neighbors in the media and in 
political discussion, particu-
larly, in some colleges’ cam-
puses. So we wanted to present 
a more balanced view of what 
takes place in that region. And 
I think Neil is very adept at do-
ing that and I think he got the 
message across very effective-
ly,” continued Swarttz.

Jack O’Neil ’19 was grate-
ful for Lazarus’s speech and 
thought his presentation was 
especially significant because 
of its relevance to current 
events. 

O’Neil said, “In a time when 
anti-Semitic acts are rising, 
it’s more important than ever 
to dispel falsehoods regarding 
the conflict in the Middle East. 
Often times, these anti-Semitic 
acts are conflated with issues 
in Israel, and this type of ed-
ucation helps to prevent such 
misinformation.”

Nina Scott, Instructor in En-
glish, was thrilled that Lazarus 
could present a talk, especially 
in the aftermath of the syna-
gogue massacre that occurred 
on October 27. 

Scott wrote in an email 
to The Phillipian, “The event 
was personal for me because 

I’m Jewish, and anti-Semi-
tism is back on the rise. Here 
in the U.S., we have alt-right 
anti-Semites concocting a de-
ranged theory about George 
Soros, Trump hints at it, Fox 
News trumpets it, a creep is 
inspired by it to murder 11 
people, and to top it incoher-
ently off, alt-right supremacist 
groups then claim to support 
Israel because they hate Jews 
but hate radical Islam more. 
What a vile stew.”

Lazarus’ ability to speak on 
such a charged topic with clar-
ity, connection, and humor was 
noted by audience members. 
People foreign to the topic 
were given a friendly introduc-
tion, while people more famil-
iar were still presented with an 
interesting analysis of the facts 
of the conflicts.

Swarttz said, “I think for 
the students who attended — 
and we had a few faculty mem-
bers there as well — there was 
a wide range of familiarity and 
knowledge about what goes on 
in that neighborhood, mean-
ing the Middle East, and Isra-
el and the surrounding coun-
tries. There were some people 
who knew quite a bit about it 
and some people who were 
fairly novice. And the way he 
presents, he’s able to encom-
pass and provide information 
across the spectrum of people 
who knew more and people 
who knew less.”

WILLIAM YUE

Every morning, while the 
campus is still asleep, Nico Ma-
drid ’20 and Rick Ono ’19 raise 
the flag in the middle of the 
Flagstaff Quad as their work 
duty. The flagpole has become 
a symbol of hope for the future, 
according to Madrid. 

“Every day when people 
come to the campus and they 
see the flag, it really creates 
hope and inspiration. I have 
seen people visiting this school 
take photos against it, put it in 
the background,” said Madrid. 

The flag is taken down every 
night and placed somewhere 
dry, often in a dorm room, in 
order to protect it from bad 
weather conditions. 

Occasionally, Madrid or Ono 
raise it up the following morn-
ing at half-mast. According to 
Madrid, the flag is raised at half-
mast as a symbol of respect to 
those who were lost on signif-
icant dates, such as September 
11, or to comply with a half-mast 
order from the acting President 
to honor, for example, the vic-
tims of a shooting. 

Jamison Hagerman Phinney, 
Admission Counselor and Em-
pathy, Balance, and Inclusion 
Course Head, thinks that the 
position of the flag is significant.

Phinney said, “I think it’s a 
cultural symbol obviously be-
cause it tells us what’s going 
on. There are social issues that 
come up or tragedies that we 
can see with the flag at half-
mast.”

Others view the flagpole as a 
landmark that brings a sense of 
community within Andover and 
acts as a congregation of sorts in 
the middle of campus. 

Anna Maniaci ’19 said, “I look 
at the little seating area where 
people just chill or the Blue Key 
Heads always dance around on 
Fridays. The other day I saw a 
teacher and his daughter sitting 
there in that late afternoon sun. 
It’s just sweet.”

According to Madrid, the 
eagle at the top of the flagpole, 
lit by two spotlights in the cor-
ners of the Flagstaff Quad, is a 
recent addition. Though it was 
attached just a few years ago, 
numerous students believe that 
the eagle has already become a 
prominent piece of the flagpole.

For Emiliano Caceres ’22, 
seeing the eagle perched on top 
of the flagpole is a majestic ex-
perience.

“The lit-up eagle is really ma-
jestic, the way they go through 
so much effort to light it up ev-
ery night shows just how extra 
and committed the school is. It’s 
an aesthetic,” said Caceres.

Elizabeth Meyer, Instruc-
tor in Classics and Head of the 
Division of World Languages, 
commented on the respectabil-
ity of the flag practices at Ando-
ver. 

“When the flag is at half 
mast, it makes me sad, but I’m 

glad that we are participating in 
it. There are strict rules about 
the flag and we do follow it well, 
as far as I know,” said Meyer. 

To Emily Smith ’22, the 
American flag on the flagpole is 
symbolic of Andover itself. 

Smith said, “To me, the flag 
symbolizes the freedom and pa-
triotism of America [our coun-
try]. It represents the opportu-
nities of this country as well as 
at Andover.”

Madrid explains that waking 
up to raise the flag has impacted 
his sleep cycle, especially when 
he has to get up early on Satur-
days. Every time he raises the 

flag, however, Madrid feels he 
helps the Andover community 
become a little more patriotic. 

“I saw some of my friends 
here doing it and I thought, 
wow that would be a really cool 
work duty to do. The American 
flag is a great symbol of its coun-
try and to be part of it is really 
great,” said Madrid.

Editor’s Note: Rick Ono is a 
Sports Editor for The Phillipian. 

The Flagpole: 
A “Symbol of Hope” on Campus

LAURA OPSINA & EMMA 
JING

T.WEI/THE PHILLIPIAN

The Andover flagpole, pictured above, stands in the center of campus 
between Paresky Commons, Morse Hall, and Pearson Hall. 

Jack Highlights 
Imbalances in College Class 

Representations 

come from lower socioeconomic 
backgrounds but have received a 
higher level high school educa-
tion before coming to college and 
university.

Jack explored the “privileged 
poor” by highlighting differenc-
es between their experiences 
and the experiences of students 
from lower socioeconomic back-
grounds who went to college di-
rectly from local, usually urban, 
high schools. 

“Our understanding of how 
poverty and equality, class and 
culture shape the college of life 
of the students because of the 
policies we implement to help 
students simply miss the mark. 
The privileged poor have differ-
ent high school experiences thus 
have different access to what so-
ciologists call dominant culture 
capital. The term has been de-
fined and used in different ways 
in many times. But we define the 
term as something that is taken 
for granted ways of being that are 
valued in a particular content,” 
said Jack. 

Jack researched the policies 
and protocols currently in place 
for accommodating students 
from “economically distressed” 
backgrounds and compared their 
effectiveness. Jack used food as 
an example, explaining how the 
“institutional oversight brings 
hunger and pain” during sched-
uled breaks such as Thanksgiv-
ing, spring recesses, and other 
holidays. 

“Only one in five [colleges] 
keep their dining hall open 
during spring break. Let us not 
think it is only a problem of hand-
ful of schools; this is a national 
problem. In 2016, we saw that 
one in five first generation college 
students report that they have 
find trouble finding food once or 
even to three times a week. At 
California State University one in 
five students face the same issue 
everyday in every week in every 
month,” said Jack.

Springer emphasized Jack’s 
distinguishment of access from 
inclusion. According to Spring-
er, if a school is truly invested in 
a student and their well being, it 
can’t be only when school is in 
session. 

“It is tremendous that some of 
these schools have financial aid 
policies and budgets that make it 
possible for students from a range 
of socioeconomic backgrounds 
to attend schools that otherwise 
are financially unattainable but 
he’s absolutely right that that’s 
not where the work ends, that’s 
where it starts,” wrote Springer.

In seeking to gain better 
awareness, Jack says he believes 
that faculty and administration 
need to learn how to deal with 
various financial scenarios.

“When financial aid students 
earn admission to [selective] 
schools, we have to be ready for 
situations in which they have to 
deal with in comparison unlike 

most other peers. We have to be 
able to help somebody through 
something called normal tran-
sition, the loss of grandparents, 
divorce – not that we want those 
things to happen but when life 
goes forward those things do 
happen,” said Jack.

“Do we know how to help 
someone when a family mem-
ber is suddenly lost to a drive by 
shooting because of gang vio-
lence? These are new questions 
that we have to grapple with,” 
said Jack. 

Harry Shin ’20 said he found 
Jack’s talk to be relatable to the 
Andover experience. According 
to Shin, Andover tries to promote 
diversity on campus and include 
certain training programs to try 
to be better prepared for it. 

“A particularly interesting 
point would be how he argued 
that we should try to build upon 
the infrastructure and further 
support financial aid students 
to integrate better. They should 
have a whole academic experi-
ence,” said Shin. 

“I can relate to this as a prefect 
at Rockwell House. During lead-
ership training, we learned that 
some students are not always able 
to enjoy the same privileges that 
others do, especially involving 
money. There needs to be more 
awareness in general,” Shin add-
ed.

According to Jack, lower in-
come students usually have less 
in common with adults on cam-
pus compared to the majority of 
their peers, which causes them 
to struggle to find help. Thus, in 
order to foster a welcoming, sup-
portive community, Jack empha-
sized the importance of increased 
communication and connection 
between faculty and students.

“Knowing how to navigate so-
cial relationships with faculties 
is not the only hurdle first gen-
eration college students and low 
income students face. There are 
things that no amount of cultur-
al capital can help you come back 
from. Their economic disadvan-
tage is more salient than their 
shape sense of belonging. For that 
matter, it drives them to be more 
emotionally ill,” said Jack. 

Jack says he believes that if 
schools improve their procedures 
on diversity and provide both 
immediate and long term accom-
modations, then they can create 
a more supportive environment 
for disadvantaged students. He 
explained that admitting stu-
dents does not necessarily mean 
including them, which is why 
changes in certain procedures 
must take place.

“I’m talking about those gen-
erational dreams that my grand-
parents could not always put 
into words but held onto in their 
hearts,” said Jack.

Editor’s Note: Harry Shin is a 
Digital Associate for The Phillip-
ian. 

Continued from A1, Column 4
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Recipients of AAAD 
Invited to Andover

teacher. 
Christelow said, “My English 

teacher was just wonderful, and 
part of the reason she was won-
derful was, besides being an inter-
esting person, she was also taking 
graduate classes at Wellesley and 
I think she brought some of what 
she was learning mostly into our 
classroom. And it was quite a dif-
ferent attitude in some ways from 
some of the other classes we had.” 

According to Christelow, her 
first experience with picture 
books took place in the library of 
Abbot Academy.

“I remember being in the li-
brary one day and noticing an ex-
hibit of work by other students, 
and there was one girl who was 
older than I was, who had written 
a book and she had illustrated it. 
To my eyes, it was just magnifi-
cent. And I thought ‘if she can do 
that, maybe I can do something,’” 
said Christelow. 

Christelow was a freelance 
photographer after college, which 
led her to becoming an author. 

“I was telling stories with pho-
tographs. At first it was tell sto-
ries with photographs, try to get 
that perfect photo that tells that 
story, then eventually it moved to 
drawing…I tried to draw a book 
for them. At first it didn’t work too 
well. But it was a constant learn-
ing, trying, not getting it, not get-
ting taken by a publisher. I loved 
the process so much.”

The third recipient at ASM 
was Szabo Gendler. One aspect of 
her job is teaching in the Directed 
Studies Program at Yale.  

Gendler said, “The Directed 
Studies Program is a community 
where we read together a number 
of the great philosophical and lit-
erary and historical works of the 
western tradition to think about 
what we tell us about the constan-
cies in inconsistencies of human 
nature.”

In her acceptance speech, Gen-
dler focused on a theme from Ho-
mer’s “The Odyssey.” 

Gendler said, “Around this 
time of year, one of the books that 
we read [in my class] is Homer’s 
‘Odyssey.’ It’s one of the two great 
founding poems of the western 
tradition that describes...the jour-
ney home of a particular individu-
al from Troy to Ithaca.”

Gendler told the audience, 
“Treat every moment as if were 
simultaneously a step along the 
path to your destination and at 
the same time your destination it-
self. Think of this as you leave this 
room, walk along the paths this 
greatest campus. They are tak-
ing you somewhere. And at every 
moment of the journey do not lose 
sight of the fact that there is some-
where else that you want to go. But 
at each moment along the path no-
tice the beauty of where you are.” 

The experiences of the three 
recipients on campus this fall were 
also presented in podcasts that 
were recorded prior to ASM.

For a podcast, Gendler was 
interviewed by Andrew Housi-
aux, Currie Family Director of the 
Tang Institute and Instructor in 
Philosophy and Religious Studies; 
Christelow was interviewed by 
Emily Goss, Children’s and Ac-
cess Services Librarian; and Peter 
Chermayeff was interviewed by 
Maro Chermayeff ’80 P’21, recip-
ient of the 2015 AAAD.  

Housiaux wrote in an email to 
The Phillipian, “I felt very grate-
ful to have the chance to talk with 
Dean Gendler. We were able to 
talk about memories she has from 
being a faculty child and student 
at Andover; her intellectual work 
and the questions that animate it; 
and central challenges facing insti-
tutions of higher education today, 
specifically question about equity 
and inclusion and the nature of a 
college education.” 

Immigrants represent a 
relatively small 13.7 percent of 
the U.S. population, yet have 
become the subject of na-
tional controversy, according 
to Valeria Luiselli, author of 
“Tell Me How It Ends: An Es-
say in 40 Questions,” Luiselli 
led an hour-long discussion 
on immigration and miscon-
ceptions around immigration 
in Kemper Auditorium on No-
vember 1. 

The event was coordinated 
by Michael Barker, Director 
of Academy Research, Infor-
mation, and Library Services, 
who believed the would pro-
vide a new perspective for the 
Andover community. 

“I believe that Luiselli is 
an author of an important 
book that I thought all stu-
dents at Andover might enjoy 
reading,” said Barker. “That 
book came to me through Mo-
nique Cueto-Potts [Director 
of Community Engagement]. 
Because it resonated with 
other people on campus, I 
thought it would be neat idea 
to bring here. Obviously, there 
is a lot of discussion in the na-
tional level dialogue around 
this topic and issue, so it was 
certainly a good idea.” 

“Tell Me How It Ends: An 
Essay in 40 Questions” is a 
book-length essay based on 
Luiselli’s experiences as a 
translator for child migrants 
crossing the U.S.-Mexico bor-
der, according to NPR. The 
book’s subtitle refers to the 
40 official questions that au-
thorities ask these children 
when detained. 

The evening began with 
Luiselli addressing common 
misconceptions that audience 
members might have about 
immigration in the U.S., con-
tinued by the explanation of 
her personal experience be-
hind the motivations of writ-
ing the book.

Having mentioned differ-
ent immigration laws, Luiselli 
argued that crossing the bor-
der should not be criminal-
ized by any reason. 

Luiselli said, “By national 
and international agreements, 
the idea that people arriving 
to the U.S. ‘illegally’ is false. 
A major misconception that 
people have is that declaring 
your status as a refugee and 
coming here [U.S.] is illegal 
and criminalized.  However, 
it is legal to arrive to country 
and seek asylum, speaking for 
yourself on court. The only is-
sue is that this process is be-
coming more rare, and there 
are not enough lawyers to 
represent the people. People 
who do not possess U.S. citi-
zenships don’t have a right to 
an attorney provided by the 
government. It is truly diffi-
cult, having just arrived to a 
country that is not your own, 
while seeking asylum.”

She continued, “According 
to public discourse, we are liv-
ing in a moment where there 
a mass of ‘illegals’, as they like 
to phrase, are streaming in 
through the border. Immigra-
tion is a reality, not a problem, 
for a lot of people.” 

 Following her talk, the au-
dience engaged with Luiselli 
through questions.

Itzelt Reyes ’19, an attend-
ee and introduction speaker 
of the event, found the talk to 
be particularly relatable as an 
immigrant from Mexico. 

“Whenever Andover stu-
dents talk about immigration, 
since they have not lived in 
a community full of immi-
grants, many of them make 
major misconceptions about 
what it means to be one of 
them. In that sense, whenev-
er they speak about it some-
times, I get a bit frustrated. 
They are ignorant of many of 
the topics that currently take 
place including drugs, vio-
lence, and gangs all around. 
One of the things that I liked 
about her talk is that she did 
not shy away. She is very edu-
cated, and I am just glad that 
she had the courage to [dis-
prove] some of the miscon-
ceptions that many students 
previously had,” said Reyes.  

Luiselli further explained 
that her previous background 
as a translator for children 
seeking asylum helped un-
derstand the perspective of 
the immigrants, which in 
turn helped Luiselli write her 
book.

Luiselli said, “The U.S. 
government created a pri-
ority docket for children in 
court, limiting the days for 
children to find a lawyer to 25 
days, which is impossible. As 
a person who tries to counter 
the unrightful decisions made 
by the government, I ended 
up volunteering alongside a 
group of people to translate 
the lawyers. That is basical-
ly how I arrived to write my 
book.”

Teresa Peralta, Teaching 
Fellow in Spanish, wrote in 
an email to The Phillipian that 
she related to the mistreat-
ment given to the children as 
both a teacher and an immi-
grant. 

She wrote, “The presenta-
tion had a lot of value for me 
as an immigrant and a Span-
ish teacher. It is very sad to 
think about the obstacles and 
dangers that refugee children 
have to face in order to get to 
the [U.S.]. However, once they 
get to the [U.S.] it does not 
mean the end of the trip, but 
the beginning of a legal bat-
tle.”

Luiselli ended her pre-
sentation by describing the 
lack of safety that causes an 
increased number of immi-
grants, followed by a need to 
be more cognizant of current 
issues. 

She said, “People don’t 
migrate for the fun of it. Im-

migration is the last option, 
when the situation is so des-
perate that there is nothing 
else left for them. According 
to the children that I have in-
terviewed, their best friends 
were killed in front of them, 
and gang violence was openly 
present. Whatever the bru-
tality of the immigration sys-
tems may be, people are liv-
ing in worser lives. The most 
important thing is that we are 
in a moment where it is so im-
portant to educate yourselves. 
Go beyond the headlines and 
the shock, and please do more 
research.”

Reyes commented on what 
other members of the com-
munity should take away from 
the event. 

Reyes continued, “I think 
that it is the idea of being 
more global. Many of us here 
are so focused into the idea 
that our problems are the only 
ones that matter.We focus too 
much on our problems to feel 
empathy for others. I think 
events like this highlight that 
our problems don’t even mat-
ter. If anything, we are priv-
ileged to be going through 
those problems. While we 
are stressed about school and 
classes, events like this offer 
a scope of a more global per-
spective.”

Continued from A1, Column 1

ZACH MOYNIHAN

Alleviating Stress and Living in the Present: 
Mindfulness Instructor Matthew Hepburn Leads Workshop

Matthew Hepburn, a mind-
fulness instructor based in 
Cambridge, Mass., has taught 
in prisons, schools, and res-
idential areas. Mindfulness 
seekers can also find him on 
the 10% Happier app, a digital 
platform that offers a series of 
meditation courses specifical-
ly designed for “fidgety skep-
tics,” according to 10percen-
thappier.com.

On Friday, November 2, 
Hepburn presented in Kem-
per Auditorium on the use-
fulness of mindfulness in ev-
eryday life. His presentation, 
“Going Beyond Mindfulness,” 
was the first installment of 
the Mindfulness and Medita-
tion Speaker Series, which is 
sponsored by the Office of the 
Head of School and the Tang 
Institute.

Hepburn began the session 
by instructing attendees to 
forget the outside world and 
experience the following time 
for themselves. He noted that 
establishing such an attitude 
could impact the results of 
their meditation. 

“One of the things that I 
tried to do at the beginning 
of this meditation was to set 
you up with this attitude, re-
minding you, ‘Okay, you don’t 

have to be anywhere else. You 
don’t have to be a certain kind 
of person or a certain kind of 
way. You’re taking this time 
just for you.’ This element of 
goodwill—being the intention 
that makes mindfulness more 
powerful—is an essential un-
derstanding,” said Hepburn 
during the presentation. 

“The results of how a med-
itation will affect us will vary 
widely depending upon the 
intention that we bring to it. 
If we’re oriented with a sense 
of seeing our own goodness, 
what is going to happen is 
very different,” continued 
Hepburn. 

According to Hepburn, 
meditation has provided him 
with a new perspective on life 
and has allowed him to expe-
rience the world with more 
understanding. 

“I used to interpret the 
world in a way that just re-
inforced my own misery, and 
the world was everything out 
there and me, and those two 
things were separate, and I 
had to problem-solve how to 
navigate it. Meditation has 
given me a new way to un-
derstand life such that it’s not 
creating misery for me any-
more,” said Hepburn in an in-
terview with The Phillipian.

Hepburn acknowledged 
that time can be a constraint 

that prevents people from 
meditating regularly. He rec-
ommends incorporating med-
itation into daily tasks to alle-
viate time pressure. 

“Pick something that you 
do regularly where you don’t 
have to answer to anybody and 
attach a short meditation pe-
riod to it. So it could be when 
you shower every day, and you 
could decide that you’re going 
to attempt to have a mindful 
shower and actually just con-
tinue to come back to feeling 
the body, warm water, actu-
ally just living in the present 
as opposed to thinking about 
what’s going to happen after 
the shower,” said Hepburn. 

Freddie Kim ’19 uses medi-
tation to center himself in the 
present, allowing himself to 
be free from the everyday dis-
tractions of student life. 

“Mindfulness helps me 
calm my thoughts and lets me 
appreciate present experi-
ences. I think that the work-
load and everyday life causes 
people to live in a sort of fog, 
like being on autopilot, where 
one is always thinking about 
the future or the past. We can 
end up ignoring a lot of great 
experiences because of this. 
Meditation reminds me that 
the only time that will ever be 
is the present,” said Kim. 

A day prior to Friday’s pre-

sentation, Hepburn met with 
the Brotherhood, an affinity 
group for male students of col-
or. According to Trey Brown, 
Admission Counselor and 
faculty advisor for the Broth-
erhood, the session’s calming 
mood helped the students to 
allay their various stresses. 

“It’s great to just breathe…  
I think a lot of students of 
color on campus have a lot 
riding on their back, whether 
that’s stuff back home or even 
just being in a predominant-
ly white institution. I think 
moving forward it feels good 
to just breathe and let go of 
everything and just relax, just 
to remind you to, not neces-
sarily to live in the present, 
but right now matters, and 
everything else will fall into 
place,” said Brown.

Brown hopes to reach out 
to Hepburn in the future and 
see if he can use some of his 
tricks in Brotherhood meet-
ings. According to Brown, he 
was very impressed by Hep-
burn’s advice.

“A lot of these young men 
talked about personal stuff 
and to be able for a lot of us 
to relate, even if you didn’t 
relate, to hear someone else 
put their self out there, it feels 
good. It goes against all social 
aspects of masculinity and 
what that means, what that 

looks like. So I think they re-
ally had a lot to say, but they 
also did a great job listening to 
Matthew Hepburn and what 
he had to say about his own 
experience,” said Brown. 

The Mindfulness and Med-
itation Speaker Series will 
feature Alexis Santos in Jan-
uary and Sebene Selassie in 
March. Andy Housiaux, Cur-
rie Family Director of the 
Tang Institute and Instructor 
in Philosophy and Religious 
Studies, noted the importance 
of hosting mindfulness events. 

Housiaux wrote in an email 
to The Phillipian, “We believe 
that Andover should be a pri-
vate school with a public pur-
pose, and hosting these events 
— where students, faculty, 
staff, alums, and community 
members come together to 
learn and grow — is one way 
in which we can offer mean-
ingful programming free of 
charge to promote wisdom, 
self-reflection, and compas-
sion.” 

Author Valeria Luiselli On Misconceptions
 Of Immigration 

AARON CHUNG 
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The Week’s Top Headlines

• Fifty Prisoners On The Loose After Bus Driv-
er Mistakes PEA Campus for New Hampshire 
State Penitentiary 

• PEA Student Reported To Dean For Looking 
Up “Happy Playlists” On Spotify

• Auditions Held for Best Weeping Boy to Greet 
Prospective Students

• How Exeter is Saving Money: Wellness           
Center Hasn’t Needed to Order More         
Condoms in Ten Years 

• Students Crying Out Like Lost Sheep for 
Heavier Handed Censorshiop 

Student Caught Breaking 
Rules, Teachers 

Pleasantly Surprised

In an unforeseen turn 
of events, earlier this 
week, Exeter’s Disci-
plinary Committee con-
vened for the first time 
ever to bring four male 
students to trial. The Prep 
boys, John, William, Al-
exander, and Christopher, 
were caught cruising and 
playing hide-and-seek 
on campus at 10:31 p.m. 
last Tuesday. Although 
the students officially in-
curred minor punishment, 
news of the event quickly 
spread around campus. 
The boys now live a lavish 
lifestyle, being the only 
students to ever dare to 
enjoy themselves in the 
history of the school. The 
Associate Head of the 
History Department, Mr. 
Stile, told The Exonian, 
“I’m just glad to see that 
someone finally did any-
thing other than sit alone 
and study. Honest to god, 
seeing these kids around 
campus, they’re like tod-
dlers with dark-circles.” 
The four boys can now be 

found in almost any public 
space, swarmed by large 
crowds of doting fans, lis-
tening to the boys regale 
their glorious tale of ad-
venture. Post-Graduates 
and teachers alike stand 
off to a distance and won-
der why the boy’s football 
captain is taking notes on 
danger from a pre-pubes-
cent teen. The Dean of 
Students, Ms. Whitehall, 
said, “I can’t believe how 
amazing this instance is, 
what it’s doing for all the 
students. Now they actu-
ally believe in fun!” Ms. 
Whitehall also told The 
Exonian, “I’ve been think-
ing, we should try and run 
ourselves like that school 

down south, Andover. I 
hear they have plenty of 
DCs. How lucky – their 
students must be having 
so much fun!” In a desper-
ate bid to encourage fur-
ther rule breaking in the 
face of an angelic student 
body, the Red Book will 
be made stricter and stu-
dents will not be notified 
of changes. Walking to 
class without a safe group 
of three? Warning. Walk-
ing anywhere with more 
than three people? Pro-
bation. Having fun? We 
hope not, that’s dismissal.

LILY RADEMACHER

Keep up the good work kids!

Many of you may be 
thinking, “What hap-
pened to those dash-
ing bold editors who 

attatched a snarky 
note to last year’s 

Exonian, thumbing 
their nose at the very 
premise? Have they 
fled, compromised, 
or even worse, left 

show business?” But 
fear not, the answer 
is far more benign. 
Taking a grandiose 
stand against bully-

ing has proved tiring 
and not as lucrative 

as we had hoped. 
So in fact, we have 
not compromised, 

but merely given in. 
Enjoy your comedic 
slop, the dirty under-
belly of a competi-

tive culture based on 
the premise of harsh 
comparison to peers 
who are truly more 
similar than we will 
ever acknowledge.

Contest To Be Exeter’s 
New Mascot Becomes 

Spirited

Welcome, folks. It’s 
the big day for all the mas-
cots! After a mysterious 
disappearance of Phillips 
Exeter Academy’s beloved 
Lion Rampant, a spot has 
opened on the esteemed 
Committee of Sports. As 
the lights in the gym flick-
er opulently, the mascots 
file in, strutting their stuff. 
All three magistrates sit 
at a painfully splintered 
Harkness table to judge 
the qualifying mascots. 

Taylor Swift’s “Shake 
it Off” is blaring through 
those billion-dollar-en-
dowment speakers, in-
troducing the first candi-
date and the man to beat, 
Beefy the Bull! Weighing 
in at 340 pounds, Beefy’s 
number one attribute is 
the pure fear he instills in 
the hearts of his rivals. He 
is proud and loud. Maybe 
this is the spirit Exeter 
needs, but at the same 
time, is he also decon-
structing toxic masculini-
ty? Sobbing between each 
pound of his chest, he’s 
giving the judges some-
thing to think about. 

All of the adults in the 
room remember their own 

adolescence fondly as the 
next mascot, Ciggsy, a 
massive cigarette, comes 
in to the room. Fuming 
smoke and actual bile, 
Ciggsy spits on the ground 
and promises to “smoke 
the competition” before 
subsequently falling into 
a fit of coughs — good ol’ 
bronchitis is pushing this 
match in Beefy’s favor. As 
paramedics tow him out 
on a stretcher, the audito-
rium lights go black. 

The audience gasps 
as Professor Prophylac-
tic, a six-foot-tall condom 
man (latex free), thunders 
in chanting his slogan, 
“Keep it clean, wrap your 
peen,” and the State Board 
of Education-mandated, 
“Abstinence is the only 
100-percent safe form of 
birth control.” Prof. Proph, 
however, is soon overshad-
owed by the next competi-

tor, Soda Rings. And while 
there isn’t much to this 
competitor, with the flash 
of his dazzling smile and 
his six pack, he makes the 
audience swoon. Tragical-
ly, Soda Rings is soon dis-
qualified for choking out a 
seagull in the parking lot.  

The final competitor 
is The Greenhouse Gas, a 
violent giant with the el-
ement of surprise! He is 
well known and rarely dis-
regarded, but will picking 
him be a violation of the 
Paris Climate Agreement? 
As he exits stage left, one 
thing is clear: the judges 
have a difficult decision on 
their hands. The audience 
waits patiently, wonder-
ing: Who will the judges 
pick? Which mascot most 
fits the description of 
what Exeter wants to be 
known for?

ASH COHAN

5 Things  We’re 
Gosh-Darned 

Peeved About
1. Non-oxford comma users. What – do we not have    
standards?? Some people just want to watch the world 
burn, and their A+ essays with it.

2. Those who try and embellish dress code (Henley’s are 
not collared, and thus do not meet school standards.)

3. ESPN sports coverage. Why should I have to go to my 
local back channel to watch the Scripps National Spelling 
Bee, and Joe Peasant can just press “8” and he gets to 
watch all the head-butting he pleases? Pfft. The masses.

4. HomeGoods furniture store. Why is it, that whenever 
we go, you pelt us with pillows and artisan popcorn? I 
just want to buy name-brands at the lowest prices.

5.The undeserved omnipotence of dictionaries. Who said 
you always get to be right, ~Webster~?

Yeah, we wrote that in binary T h e  E X O N I A N “SATIRE” B1
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We Would Have Forced A Computer to 
Watch 700 Hours of Something, 
but Computers are Contraband.

Classifieds For The Lovelorn...
Exeter can be a lonely place, and it’s not always easy to meet new people. So every 
week, we highlight one real, actual student who is on this campus and looking for 

love (non-sexual only, this isn’t a brothel). 

LEO ROSENTHAL ’19
Looking for a woman (preferably) with hands strong enough to 

work the fields of the farm we’re going to buy in Ireland.

Dealbreaker(s):
1. Doesn’t keep up with the stock 
market.
2. Has not obtained blessing from 
my great-grandmother.

Cool Facts 
About me!

• Water > Coke
• Once successfully escaped 

a pagan cult
• I own the building you are 

sitting in now  
• I have been to the gym 

once, and that was to get 
myself excused from P.E.

• 12 y/o

Ideal Date Spot
The marble steps of the library. 
Perhaps we’ll partake in some 

light chit-chat during our 
brisk walk to see my favorite       
humpback whale skeleton.

OVERHEARD 
Around the Harkness Table

“Interesting line, Charles. I’m hearing inspiration from 
CliffsNotes—or is it SparkNotes?”

“It’s not cheating; it’s strategic 
resource utilization.”

“My tutor could 
beat up your 

tutor.”

“My emotional 
baggage is 
designer”

“Dante? Kind of 
a narcissist if you 

ask me.”
“Father said he’d buy me a 
new sports center if I did 

well this term.”

Health Center Overun 
With Dysentery 

The Lamont Health 
and Wellness Center has 
issued a state of emergen-
cy after over 120 students 
have fallen ill with dysen-
tery. They have admitted 
a daily average of 15 to 20 
new people over the past 
week. This outbreak bears 
a striking resemblance 
to one that occurred on 
a trail leading to Oregon 
in the early 1800s. As the 
health center is over ca-
pacity, day students have 
been escorted via covered 
wagon to a nearby hospi-
tal. The administration 
has advised that no one 
turns on any campus wa-
ter until the problem is re-
solved, as the problem can 
be linked to our own dirty, 
dirty students leaving 

waste in the water supply. 
Students have had to re-
sort to plastic water bot-
tles in bulk, which seems 
to be no problem for son 
of Big Water tycoon Jason 
Aquafina, Kevin Aquafina 
‘22, who stated, “I didn’t 
drink the PEA water be-
fore, and I am not gonna 
start now!” Some have 
been quick to point out 
that the town of Exeter 
has not been affected by 
the outbreak. This has led 
to speculation that Exeter 

students are just prone to 
gross diseases. A repre-
sentative for the Acade-
my commented, “We are a 
dirty people, condemned 
to live in our own filth 
as a result of some colos-
sal and ancient edenic                     
offense to humanity. This 
is merely the manifesta-
tion of our sins, and unfor-
tunately the beginning of 
our cleansing.”  The first 
priority of the Academy as 
of now is to make sure no 
one else gets sick. 

MAC KATKAVITCH

Now that that’s out of the way, I have several other points I would like to address. To those of you who 
think I can’t hear you snicker as I walk by, I can. If you are one of the people who overshares about their 
Thanksgiving Break after we get back, please don’t. I have no wish to be introduced to the soul crushing 

reality that is your small, small, life. 

Overheard yesterday as students queued up for health 
services and buckets

New England’s Second Best Preparatory Newspaper



Cards Against Humanity 
Exeter Edition

______ is now 
banned in the 
library.

Interim 
Principal Bill 
Rawson
encourages 
_______.

Students can 
now exchange 
______ for 
______ at the 
comptroller’s 
office.

“You’ve been 
dealing with 
______ for 
how long?!”

Freshmen too 
slow at 
adapting to 
culture of 
_______ at 
Exeter.

In fewer than 
six words, 
describe       
attending    
Exeter.

Sounds like 
too much 
fun, and not 
enough of  
________.

Principal 
McFarlane 
leaves behind 
legacy in form 
of _________.

A deep-rooted 
desire to 
attend 
Andover 
instead

Asylum-style 
architecture

Stunted social 
development

Nicotine 
poisoning

“Fun” The 
debilitating 
fear of the 
opposite sex

Framed report 
cards

Unused 
sneakers

Poor hand-eye 
coordination

That huge 
whale 
skeleton

Comparing 
SAT scores

Brittle bones

Parental permission needed to play T h e  O D D  F L E X O N I A N “HUMOR” B3
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If You’re Looking for the ‘‘Sports”           
Section, Look No Further. 

Sports have Officialy been Abolished.

5 Rising Rubix Cube Stars You 
Need to Watch Out For 

Charles “No, Please 
NOT Charlie” Leroy

Eliza-Mary-Beth 
Langdon

Baku Gan

Fadeyushka Nikolai Lars Johansson

Hometown: Seattle, Wash.
Fun Fact: My mom is my best friend!
Reasons to Watch Out For Me: My 
mom is my best friend!

Hometown: Closed Community of 
Sacred Friends, Pa.
Fun Fact: Has never had a haircut, nor 
a shower. The braids are powerful.
Reasons to Watch Out For Me: God 
Almighty is on my side and He supports 
me in everything I do.

Hometown: Tokyo, Japan.
Fun Fact: Youngest person to ever 
attend PEA (7 years old).
Reasons to Watch Out For Me: My 
small size makes me undetectable to 
modern military radar systems.

Hometown: Yaroslavl, Ukraine.  
Fun Fact: Has mild symptoms of      
political radicalization 
Reasons to Watch Out For Me: I 
have kept myself in a dark closet for 
four years in preparation for this tourna-
ment of athletic feat, and only come out 
to feed on goat. If I lose, they take my 
parents.

Hometown:  Ystad, Sweden.
Fun Fact: In my home village, every 
boy is named Lukas or Lars and every 
girl is named Ebba or Elsa.
Reasons to Watch Out For Me: A 
lifetime of pickled herring has made my 
immune system strong. Mormor says I 
am infallible. Sverige over allt.

Here we are, just you and me, the stale smell of mini doughnuts on my breath, that movie where Tom Cruise plays a bartender on your mind. Don’t 
get caught up in the moment. You have a family for Christ’s sake, and I have my growing vintage comic strip business. Both of our lives have grown 

beyond us, and thus our decisions have as well. Sh Sh Sh, we’ll always have this moment, and that will be enough. 

Midterm Candidates That 
We’re Officially Enforsing

State: Kinda Hungover
Party: Keeps dodging the question
Qualifications: Always has plenty of  electrolytes
Most controversial belief: Doesn’t want women 
to be able to tweet, or walk on the left part of  the 
sidewalk 
Why you should have voted for him: Some-
times you have to solve the problem from the inside

Gary O’ Donald

State: Confused about feelings for best friend
Party: At His House
Qualifications: Once dated this super hot girl, but 
she’s from another school so you can’t meet her
Most controversial belief: Velcro > Laces
Why you should have voted for him: To see if  
someone like this actually exists

Kyle Tracksuit

State: California, though she is running for       
governor of  her local gated cul-de-sac
Party: Not since College
Qualifications: Former PTA president where she 
personally rid the board of  all dissidents
Most controversial belief: Kathy’s brownies 
taste like dirt
Why you should have voted for her: She knows 
everything about you and she WILL share it at book 
club if  you don’t vote for her

Shannon Levinson

State: Ocean Lights Rehabilitation Facility
Party: 4.3 million followers on Twitter
Qualifications: Hasn’t ruined Arts & Crafts time 
for three weeks
Most controversial belief: Slay anyone who isn’t 
a stan
Why you should have voted for her: Has that 
perfect combination of  not being held accountable 
for her actions, golden locks, and charming smile 
that both terrifies you and excites you

Lucy Tristan

Gregorian 
Chants, White 

Noise, etc.

From the sounds of silence in the D-hall to the cries of students 
receiving, god forbid, the wrong shade of black pens, we here 
at Phillips Exeter Academy value our preferences in the musical 
arts. To further the abilities of our knowledgeable minds, we must 
surround ourselves in the divine sounds of intelligence. We explore 
the different genres that are cornerstones in our more sophisticat-
ed culture. On the paths, a very solemn form of music listening is 
found in white noise. Anything else is distracting because learning 
useless lyrics to songs is a waste of brain power. The noise, how-
ever,  must be in good taste. There is a very complicated difference 
between a babbling creek and a flowing river. 

Nonetheless, there are also different kinds of 
music that can be used to increase excitement 
under special circumstances. Beatrice Davenport ’20, 
one of our 12 athletically inclined students, said in an inter-
view, “Whenever we want to get hyped for games, experimental 
surrealist noise music is our go-to… It really gets the blood pump-
ing and the soul into an enthusiastic and God-fearing mood — 
like I don’t know where this next moment is going, or if it’ll even 
exist, so I might as well die charging headfirst in a field hockey 
match.” This method of raising adrenaline is being tested and re-
sults of the study will come to a conclusion when an Exeter sports 
team wins a game. The last popular form of music can be found in 
a deep and reflective sounds of utter silence.  This, however, can 
encourage deep thoughts and increase the likelihood of making 
human connections, so be careful. 

Another acceptable practice is listening to classical 
music, but only the true, God-endorsed classics. It can get 

a little bit too upbeat when it comes to modern orchestral tunes, 
or even the diddy-bop of a nice Mozart. Instead, I prefer the 
hallowed vocals of the Church of Men of the Holy Order. Special-
izing in Gregorian Chants, the band that rocked the 1550s still 
knocks my socks off each morning, afternoon, and night (but not 
too late)! 

Music Review:
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“The Boy with Nails in His Eyes

put up his aluminum tree.

It looked pretty strange

because he couldn’t really see.”

 

Synopsis
Tim Burton’s “The Melancholy Death of 
Oyster Boy & Other Stories” is a collection 
of 23 funny, dark poems, each accom-
panied by a series of illustrations in the         
author’s iconic art style. 

Review
Students of Mr. Bardo’s English-100 class 
(Best was one of them!) should be familiar 
with this title, as Mr. Bardo used to read 
this book to his students whenever class 
ended early. Wearing his colorful bow tie 
and smiling his cheeky smile, he would 
flip to a certain poem and start reading 
nonchalantly. After reading every line, 

Hello, and thank you for checking out this week’s book 
review column! We’re super excited to share some book 

reviews with you over the next few weeks. We hope you’ll 
find them helpful and maybe even decide to pick up one 
of these titles. This week, in the spirit of Halloween past, 

we’ll be reviewing:

By Best Chantanapongvanij and Mudmee Sereeyothin

E.WU/THE PHILLIPIAN

T.CONRARDY/THE PHILLIPIAN

didn’t make us laugh at all, but made us 
sympathize with the characters who just 
want to find love or a sense of belong-
ing — desires that all of us can relate 
to. What we love about this book is that 
every poem makes you think, “Wow, 
this is so dark, but just so clever!” While 
this may sound cheesy, if you read the 
book you’ll know exactly how we feel. 
Burton’s ironic sense of humor takes 
some time getting used to, but fans of 
Burton’s work and enthusiasts of dark 
humor should definitely give it a read! 

Verdict
A spooky book (Super dark! We warned 
you!) that’ll make you coo, cringe, and 
laugh out loud, all in just a couple of 
lines. 

“The Melancholy Death of Oyster 
Boy & Other Stories” 

by Tim Burton

T.CONRARDY/THE PHILLIPIAN

Rating: 9/10

‘The 50%’ Spotlights Narratives 
Of Andover Students

“All I ever wanted was for 
you to love all of me. But I 
guess I’ll never get that,” Anna 
Lopez ’19 said quietly, ending 
their performance and walk-
ing off the stage to a chorus of 
snaps. Lopez’s piece on coming 
out to their parents was one of 
many emotional performanc-
es delivered by students of the 
Theatre-510 class. Their show, 
“The 50% (Things We Are Too 
Scared To Say),” was held Fri-
day and Saturday evening in 
the theatre classroom and was 
a curtain call to a term’s worth 
of hard work.

“[The performances] are so 
heart-wrenching. Most people 
in the audience were crying 
and a lot of it came from them 

being able to be vulnerable... 
Based on how many tears we 
got in the audience, they’re 
very relatable,” said Rhea Prem 
’19, one of the directors of the 
play.

“I liked how everyone was 
so honest. I feel like this school 
teaches you a bit to separate 
what you show from what you 
feel and [the show] was, what 
the title says, the other 50 per-
cent,” said audience member 
Sofia Marina ’22.

With acts such as an original 
song by Junah Jang ’20 on how 
to return home, a passionate 
homage by Aliesha Jordan ’19 
to her mother, and a mono-
logue by Nolan Hamilton ’20 
on being biracial, each piece 
showcased unique aspects of 
the performers.

“I think it went amazing. I 
think they did so well, I’m so 

proud of all of them. Ria [Vieira 
’19, the other play director,] and 
I were crying when we were 
watching it...we’re so incredi-
bly impressed by the work that 
they have done. We know it’s so 
hard… To see them perform so 
maturely and so openly is real-
ly amazing,” said Prem.

The performance came after 
months of self-reflection and 
writing prompts about them-
selves in order to develop these 
final pieces. Many of these 
prompts were about socioeco-
nomic class, race, nationality, 
gender identity, and sexuality.

“[Linda Carter Griffith, As-
sistant Head of School for Eq-
uity, Inclusion, and Wellness, 
and Allen Grimm, Instructor 
in Theater and Dance ] gave 
out prompts for homework and 
the students would come back 
with pieces that they had writ-
ten that fit the prompt. Slowly, 
it went to free choice and then 
writing about what came to 
them,” said Vieira.

During the process of cre-
ating, sharing, and revising 
their scripts, the cast members 
found support and solidarity 
in their castmates. This vul-
nerability also allowed for the 
performers to connect with the 
audience on a more personal 
and profound level, according 
to cast member Jelani Wilson 
’19.

“It didn’t feel so much as 
acting, it felt so much like me 
getting off my feelings and tell-
ing other people. Of course, it’s 
a crowd and in an acting envi-
ronment, but it felt just like me 
finally being candid and hon-
est with everyone for once… I 
feel like it’s really uplifting and 
that the acting class was almost 
therapeutic in that regard, 
that I was able to get myself 
out there and feel comfortable 
with it,” said Wilson.

Editor’s Note: Nolan Hamil-
ton is a Business Associate for 
The Phillipian. Junah Jang is 
an Associate Commentary Ed-
itor for The Phillipian. Rhea 
Prem is a Photo Editor for The 
Phillipian.

ALANA YANG
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“The 50% (Things We Are Too Scared to Say)” gave students a platform to 
talk about different aspects of their identity.

Theater-901 Production 
‘An Endangered 

Species: Waking Up’ 
Brings Awareness to 

AIDS

With a final chant of “Now I 
lay me down to sleep, I pray the 
Lord my soul to keep, if I should 
die before I ‘wake, I pray the 
Lord my soul to take,” Jason, 
portrayed by Alex Schimmel 
’22, collapses on his deathbed, a 
victim to the AIDS epidemic of 
the 1990s. After Jason’s death, 
the rest of the friend group dies 
one by one, until only Ellie, the 
narrator, is left to recount the 
story. 

“An Endangered Species: 
Waking Up,” a Theater-901 pro-
duction directed by Sam Wright 
’19, took place on both Friday 
and Saturday night last week-
end. The play tackled dealing 
with AIDS in the wake of a 
nationwide epidemic, as well 
as the social repercussions of 
the diagnosis. The play centers 
around a group of high school 
friends who each learn they 
have AIDS.

According to Wright, the cast 
had to learn and understand the 
historical context of the play 
in order to accurately portray 
their characters.

“We had to have a couple of 
talks at the beginning about the 
time period... and we had to do 
a couple of debriefing sessions, 
get the history of it. I tried my 
best not to romanticize the 
whole thing. I wanted to keep 
the performances as genuine as 
possible. This is a sensitive top-
ic, and it might be fading nowa-
days but it’s still really import-
ant,” said Wright.

Set in an ordinary town, “An 
Endangered Species: Waking 
Up” portrays a typical high 
school, which highlights the 
prevalence of AIDS. The play 
targets high school audiences 
and raises awareness for the 
disease. 

“I think that this play was 
very influential and it shows 
how AIDs and HIV virus is 
such a big problem, but it’s nev-
er fully addressed until it affects 
someone that you know close to 
you or your friends. It was re-
ally good and I think it shows 
everyone how close to home the 
virus or anything like that can 
hit,” said Katherine Bell ’22, an 
audience member.

According to cast members, 
developing their characters re-
quired time and patience. In 
addition, because of the subject 
matter, their parts called for an 
unprecedented amount of emo-
tional strength. 

“It was a pretty intense expe-
rience. I’ve never had to delve 
this deep emotionally into a role 
before but it was interesting for 
me… We approached [“An En-
dangered Species: Waking Up”] 
with caution and slowly. We 
learned a lot about the time [pe-
riod] before starting and I think 
that helped us a lot to get some 
sort of perspective on what it’s 
like to play someone with HIV,” 
said Harry Whitman ’20, a cast 
member.

According to Wright, the 
transition from acting to direct-
ing was not the easiest, and he 
faced numerous challenges as a 
leader for the group.

“[With] acting, you’re getting 
told what to do; it’s easier. It’s 
on you if you make a mistake 
and you have the power to fix 
that for yourself. As a director, 
you’re the one making the de-
cisions and then if something 
happens, you have no control 
over it. It’s a lot more stressful 
really, but it’s all good. I love do-
ing this and I have such a great 
respect for directors now, I 
don’t know how they do it con-
stantly,” said Wright.

IRENE KWON
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The play portrays a group of high school students affected by AIDS. The 
friends of one character gather around his deathbed as he suffers from the 
disease. 

he’d flip the book over and show the 
class the illustrations — just like an ele-
mentary school teacher would. Instead 
of innocent, happy stories, however, we 
heard dark, twisted, macabre poems. 
The quote above is from one of our per-
sonal favorites: “The Boy With Nails In 
His Eyes.” 

Many of the poems rhyme in a sing-song 
way, giving them a childish vibe. When 
you examine the content, however, the 
book is actually extremely dark. Burton 
creates stories about people that don’t 
fit in: personified inanimate objects, such 
as matchsticks and anchors, or other-
worldly people like ‘Brie Boy’ or ‘Oyster 
Boy’. He crafts the most twisted stories 
not only as a form of dark humor, but 
also as a way to demonstrate how lone-
ly and isolated people can feel. There 
were many poems which we read that 

Arts&LeisureArts&Leisure
A.WESTFALL/THE PHILLIPIAN
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BOSS Magazine Celebrates First Issue Since 2015

Harmonizing to Beyonce’s 
“Crazy in Love,” members of 
Azure stood in a curved line on 
the stage in Susie’s. The audience 
enjoyed free cookies and brown-
ies as the Azure members tran-

sitioned smoothly into their next 
song, Beyonce’s “Independent 
Woman.”

According to Jane Park ’22, a 
member of Azure, the a capella 
group chose songs by Beyonce, 
who they recognized as a signifi-
cant figure for female empower-
ment, to align with the core theme 
of BOSS magazine, Andover’s 
student-run feminist publication. 

Azure’s performance was one of 
many featured at the launch par-
ty for the magazine’s first issue of 
the year, held this past Sunday at 
Susie’s. 

Zoeё Sylvester-Chin, one of 
the editors-in-chief, said, “[The 
launch party] was a lot of plan-
ning. I’d say a lot of the fun was in 
the student performances, so we 
had a mixture of singing groups 

and dancing groups on campus, 
as well as people actually reading 
pieces that they wrote for BOSS, 
so that was really fun. The BOSS 
t-shirts this term — we’re actually 
hand-making them, so that was 
something that took up a lot of 
time but it was super fun.”

This issue’s theme was mas-
culinity. Students were able to 
submit stories, poems, reflections, 
and other literary works on the 
topic. According to Chin, each is-
sue of the magazine will feature 
one central theme.

“It seemed like a nice one to 
kick off our sort of revamp with 
BOSS, because it’s something 
that a lot of people have a lot of 
thoughts about. Especially in to-
day’s political opinion, you see a 
lot of things that are the result of 
toxic masculinity, and we talk a lot 
about masculinity at [Andover] — 
so like with the programming that 
they did for different grades like 
‘The Mask You Live In,’ stuff like 
that. So it’s definitely something 
that members of the communi-
ty have sort of thought about,” 
said Max Davis ’19, associate edi-
tor-in-chief of BOSS.

Along with the launch of the 
BOSS “zines”, or mini-magazines, 
soloists and groups performed at 
the event. Abby Ndikum ’20 per-
formed a spoken word poem ti-

tled “A Letter to My Future Son,” 
in which Ndikum expressed her 
thoughts on toxic masculinity.

“I wrote this poem during win-
ter term of last year when I was go-
ing through a lot, mentally. I enjoy 
writing and find it to be an outlet 
to release my feelings.  The main 
challenge with my poem was the 
use of the N-word. It contributed 
to the message of my poem, but I 
know many people have different 
thoughts and opinions about its 
use,” said Ndikum ’20.

The launch party served both 
as an opportunity to showcase 
BOSS Magazine’s new issue as 
well as a place where students 
who didn’t know much about 
the club and its cause could learn 
more about it.

“I heard about the event about 
fifteen minutes before it start-
ed from my peer tutee, who’s a 
member of Azure. I went know-
ing I had friends in the club, and 
I wanted to show my support. 
Little was I expecting such an 
extravagant event with several 
talented performers and groups, a 
solid food selection, good-looking 
merch, and a photo booth. It was 
a great atmosphere to mingle and 
meet new people,” said attendee 
Logan McLennan ’19.

IRENE KWON
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The latest issue of BOSS magazine revolves around themes of masculinity.

Look of the Week: 
Ina Megalli ’20 Uses Accessories to Personalize Outfits

Matching oversized statement 
earrings with a brightly colored 
top, Ina Megalli ’20 finishes her 
outfit with her usual makeup look, 
using red and pink eyeshadow. For 
Megalli, her style grew out of her 
daily wardrobe, but has now be-
come an important avenue of ex-
pression that outwardly portrays 
her personality. 

“I think that at the base of it, 
clothes are what you need to sur-
vive the elements or whatever, but 
I also think that they’re a really 
valuable form of self-expression… 
On days when I just want to sit in 
silence, sometimes my outfit is a 
little more loud than usual and I 
just let it do the talking.”

Megalli describes her style as 
“Seattle hipster,” as her fashion 
is never about following specific 
trends or brands. She prefers com-

fortable, yet bold outfits that fit the 
weather and reflect her personal-
ity. 

“She has a really eclectic style, 
which I thinks speaks to her as a 
person. She’s involved in so many 
different things, on and off cam-
pus, and she is friends with so 
different many people,” wrote Bea 
Hruska ’20, a close friend of Me-
galli, in an email to The Phillipian. 

In picking her everyday out-
fits, Megalli focuses on the col-
or coordination of her tops, and 
completes her statements with 
eye-catching accessories.

“I wear a lot of big statement 
earrings, so I think about colors 
and how they look together. Usu-
ally if I’m wearing yellow or red I 
wear my red earrings; if I’m wear-
ing cooler tones I wear blue, and I 
recently got these really cool lav-
ender hoops but those are hard to 
match with anything because it’s a 
difficult color... I also do my make-
up every morning. Usually just 
eyeshadow, eyeliner or mascara, 
but sometimes I also wear some 
blush or highlighter,” said Megalli. 

Megalli also accessories with 
items that are symbolic of her 
personal relationships. One piece 
of jewelry with sentimental value 
is a ring that references her time 
costuming the play “Heidi Chron-
icles,” which reminds Megalli of a 
friend. 

“There was this character that 
would leave a scene by doing lit-
tle finger guns and saying ‘keep 
the faith.’ My friend and I started 
using it as a goodbye… The sum-
mer before last year, I got her a 
necklace that said ‘Deuces,’ and 

she found a ring that said ‘keep the 
faith,’” said Megalli. 

According to Megalli, confi-
dence is key to rocking any outfit. 
The feeling of accomplishment 
when seeing herself in the mirror 
for the first time in the morning is 
the highlight of her day. 

“I think it’s just about liking the 
clothes you’re wearing, and feeling 
confident that it’s working out the 
way you hoped,” said Megalli.

Megalli tries to shop sustain-
ably and to avoid fast fashion, de-
spite the limitations it brings. 

“I shop a lot at Forever 21 but 
I feel really bad about it. It’s hard 
not to support fast fashion retail-
ers with a teenage budget, but I’ve 
been trying to shift towards buy-
ing a few nicer items from more 
ethical places,” said Megalli. 

Megalli continued, “I’ve been 
trying to find brands that have 
what I’m looking for at a price that 
works for me while also being eth-
ically made and that is a huge issue 
for me. Often, the ethical stuff gets 
put on the back burner because it 
can be really exhausting just deal-
ing with [thrift shopping].”

According to Megalli, having a 
variety of colors that matches her 
mood and comical designs she ad-
mires are important factors that 
affect her clothing choices. Me-
galli named her favorite piece as a 
bright green t-shirt from Zumiez, 
decorated with a hipster-looking 
clipart of a wizard and titled with 
the phrase “Man-Witch”. 

“I thought the phrase “Man-
Witch” was hilarious,” said Me-
galli. “Also the illustration is ador-
able.”

CHRISTY WEI

Academy Chamber Society Performance Features 
New Performers and New Instruments

In the final performance of the 
concert, violinist Hazel Koh ’21 
conducted the start of her quar-
tet, a piece consisting of upbeat 
melodies that complement a fast-
paced rhythm and distinct pauses. 
The composition, Edvard Grieg’s 
String Quartet No. 1 in G minor, 
was one of many works per-
formed at the Academy Chamber 
Music Society concert held last 
Saturday in the Timken Room of 
Graves Hall. 

“I thought the Grieg was mar-
velous. They were looking at each 
other, connecting with each other 
as an ensemble and, well, it was 
wonderful music.” said audience 
member Kiran Bhardwaj, In-
structor in Philosophy and Reli-
gious Studies.

The concert also featured the 
“Mandolin Concerto in D Ma-
jor, RV 93,” composed by Anto-
nio Vivaldi. The performance 
brought the mandolin, a stringed 
instrument of the lute family, to 
the spotlight. The first and third 
movements featured harmonious 

chords and rapid plucking of the 
mandolin. The second movement 
incorporated a slower tempo 
paired with the mandolin’s drawn 
out melodies.

“I think the mandolin’s a 
unique instrument here at Ando-
ver. I believe I’m the only mando-
lin player, so I think it’s fun to play 
a piece that’s out of the norm a lit-
tle bit, and Vivaldi wrote a lot for 
the mandolin… so I think that was 
interesting to add such a unique 
element to a piece,” said Isaac 
Hershenson ’20.

The concert featured many 
students new to the Academy 
Chamber Society. This perfor-
mance allowed these students to 
take on pieces for the very first 
time and perform them with their 
peers.

“For some of [these students] 
it’s the first time they’ve played 
[these pieces] so to remind me 
what it’s like to discover the piece 
for the first time, and watch a stu-
dent discover that, it’s exciting,” 
said Holly Barnes, Director of the 
Academy Chamber Music Soci-
ety.

According to violinist Chloe 
Choi ’19, each performance in the 

concert demonstrated the strong 
bond between performers, an im-
portant aspect of chamber music 
concerts, which feature smaller, 
closer groups of musicians.

“I think we all communicat-

ed well in our performance by 
looking at each other. It’s not like 
performing in an orchestra, but I 
think being in a smaller group of 
people, you get to bond with them 
closer, and when you’re the only 

person playing that instrument 
in a chamber group, you get to re-
ally try to listen to someone else, 
so that aspect of communication 
becomes so important in chamber 
music,” said Choi.

LESLEY TAN

Amy Chung ’22 and Holly Barnes, director of the Academy Music Chamber Society, performed a duet on the cello 
and violin during the concert.

C.SANDERS/THE PHILLIPIAN

Ina Megalli ’20 finds satisfaction in putting together a good outfit in the 
morning. According to Megalli, eye-catching pieces can often be “loud” 
and say a lot about a person.
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Ina Megalli’s statement earrings are 
a staple to her everyday outfits.
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iFood Bazaar Brings a World Of 
Foreign Flavors to the Table

Strips of pork belly sizzled 
over a small grill as members 
of Andover Korean Society 
(AKS) cooked Korean barbe-
que, served with hot sauce and 
sticky rice, outside of George 
Washington Hall. Members of 
the club cooked continuously 
to keep up with the demand 
from students wanting to try 
the barbeque during Interna-
tional Festival (iFest), hosted 
by International Club. 

Erica Nam ’19, Co-Head of 
AKS, said “One of the reasons 
[we chose to make Korean 
barbeque] is that we can do it 
outside, which is also fun for 
people to look at. And also it’s 
delicious, and a lot of people 
want it. Korean barbeque is 
known for its uniqueness; the 
whole point is to do it right 
before you eat it, right out-
side. We’re reenacting that.”

Caleb Wright ’21, a partic-
ipant, said, “I’ve tried some 
Korean pork and sticky rice… 
the sauce is quite delicious, 
it’s overall a fantastic dish, 
presentation 10/10. I’m really 
excited to try the boba tea. I 
think what makes [events like 
this] interesting is that every-
body who comes has a chance 
to broaden their horizons and 
try new food from different 
places of the world.” 

The International Food Ba-
zaar took place Saturday in 
the GW Mailroom as part of 
iFest. Eight different clubs, 

including African Student 
Union, Andover Japanese 
Connection, Andover Korean 
Society, Asian Society, Col-
lege for Cambodia, French 
Club, Indo-Pak, and South-
east Asian Club, set up booths 
where they sold different 
foods from their respective 
cultural backgrounds. 

Jennifer Lu ’19, Co-Head 
of International Club, said, 
“As an international student 
myself, food is a very, very 
integral part of my culture…
so when we are talking about 
internationality on campus, 
we want to have internation-
al food on campus. And I feel 
like food is a way for people 
to bond. When I eat food, 
I’m happy. So having interna-
tional food and lots of people 
coming in, it’s a bonding ex-
perience.”

Indo-Pak’s booth featured 
seekh kebab with lamb, a del-
icacy in Northern India. The 
club also made mango lassi, 
a common Indian beverage 
containing mango, ice cream, 
and sugar. 

“Mango lassi is an authen-
tic Indian drink, and it’s often 
served at family events, or at 
a restaurant. Mango lassi is 
common, and people at Ando-
ver love it, so it’s [because of ] 
the popularity of it [that we 
chose to make it],” said Man-
gai Sundaram ’19, Co-Head of 
Indo-Pak. 

Southeast Asian Club of-
fered Thai food, including 
pad thai, a stir-fried noodle 
dish, as well as Thai iced tea. 

According to Co-Head Best 
Chantanapongvanij ’19, since 
the club represents many dif-
ferent countries, they hope to 
feature food from a different 
country every year. 

“This time we are doing Pad 
Thai, and next time we plan 
to do dishes from Malaysia, 
so we are trying to give Ando-
ver, casually, the taste of each 
country. I’m glad that people 
liked [what we served],” said 
Chantanapongvanij. 

iFest served as an oppor-
tunity to introduce more di-
verse dishes to the Andover 
community. 

“Everybody thinks that Af-
rican culture is just this one 
thing, and that’s a really false 
[assumption] because there’s 
a lot of different layers of [cul-
ture]. In some places, spices 
isn’t really that prominent but 
in other [places] spices is ev-
erything. Some places focus 
more on more boiled dishes 
while other places focus more 
on more fried styled types,” 
saids Megane Bantefa ’19, 
Co-Head of African Student 
Union. 

“We often generalize all 
Asian food, but at this event 
you see how diverse the cul-
ture is. Even within India it-
self, [in] North India we have 
kebabs and things like that 
and in South India there’s a 
lot of more rice-based meals, 
versus the wheat-based meals 
in North India,” said Sunda-
ram. 

M.SURI/THE PHILLIPIAN

iFood Bazaar allowed students of various international backgrounds to share the food of their culture with the 
Andover community. 

iShowcase Reveals 
Facets of International 

Identities Through 
Performance

As the night drew to a close, 
Itzelt Reyes ’19 walked onto the 
dimly lit stage of Susie’s and be-
gan to recite a spoken word poem, 
written during her Lower year, 
about her Mexican identity. With 
the poem’s conclusion, the au-
dience cheered Reyes on for her 
performance.

Reyes, an organizer and per-
former at the event, said, “I was 
really angry over the fact that 
the President, who shall not be 
named, was saying mean things 
about who [Mexicans] were as 
people. So I was that one Lower 
who was really frustrated because 
that was not who I was. He told a 
lot of lies about who we were and 
I looked at myself and realized 
that I was nowhere near who he 
said I was, so I share that now 
because there is a lot of turmoil 
around Mexicans with the wall 
and the immigration camps.”

Saturday, the International 
Club hosted their International 
Showcase (iShowcase) to finish 
off their annual International Fes-
tival. The event was a talent show 
that allowed students to showcase 
various performances revolving 
around their international identi-
ties.

“We like to be able to show-
case talent that different people 
have from around the world, so 
we had several acts of talents like 
the poem, the singing, and the 
guitar. We didn’t have too many 
technical difficulties which was 
great. Everyone who performed 
did an excellent job, and we had 
a good turnout with great crowd 
reception,” said Piper Drew ’20, 
an event organizer.

According to Reyes, the talent 

show provided a comfortable plat-
form for international students to 
perform talents or acts that usual-
ly go unrecognized in the Andover 
community. 

Reyes added, “We just want to 
foster the idea that there is a lot of 
diversity here in showcasing skills 
that we don’t normally pay atten-
tion to as normal everyday An-
dover students. With this event, 
we bring the spotlight to inter-
national students so that we can 
make them feel comfortable with 
who they are and the idea of being 
proud of the skills that they bring 
to campus.”

According to Reyes, iShowcase 
highlighted the individuality and 
uniqueness of other various coun-
tries. Performances like a singing 
of a classic martial arts song by Pe-
ter Wu ’22 put a cultural twist on 
the traditional singing act.

Wu said, “Since the topic of 
this iShowcase was about perfor-
mance about respective cultures, 
I chose this Chinese martial arts 
song to sing because it was pret-
ty classic. I thought it would be a 
good display of Chinese culture 
because martial arts really is an 
integral part of the Chinese cul-
ture. I wanted to give our fellow 
students a glimpse into that part 
of the culture.”

Daniel Dominguez ’21, a mem-
ber of the audience, enjoyed the 
various performances. Although 
he initially attended to watch his 
friends in Fusion perform, the 
show as a whole exceeded his ex-
pectations.

“I think the international com-
munity isn’t really given a plat-
form to display that part of their 
identity, and it was cool getting 
to see that aspect of them, like my 
friends, on stage,” said Domin-
guez. 

ALEX PARK
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Fusion was one of the acts present at the talent show for multicultural 
talents. 

MICHAEL LU

Students Sample Multicultural Flavors And 
Appreciate International Talent at iFest

Check out this week’s music column and color comic online on

phillipian.net!
S.BAHNASY/THE PHILLIPIAN

Andover’s International Club hosted its annual International Festival (iFest) last Saturday, with an iFood bazaar that featured foods from 
many cultures and nations, and iShowcase, a talent show for students to display their talents in the context of their international identities. 

S.YANG/THE PHILLIPIAN
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Spirit Week: GO BIG BLUE
Arts&LeisureArts&Leisure

Spirit Week allows the student body to express their excitement for A/E Weekend.

Tuesday: Generations. 
Each class dressed up as a certain age group: Juniors as babies, Lowers as middle schoolers, Uppers as parents, and Se-

niors as senior citizens.

Josephina Caico ’19: 
My great-aunts that live in Florida dress 

like this, so I thought I’d literally just look 
like them. I’ve got the pearls. I was really 
looking for that look. My friend that goes 
to Pingree actually just had an old people 
psych, [or] a senior citizen psych, so I just 

borrowed her stuff. I’m not sure where she 
got it — maybe Party City or something.

This is my own sweater, though. 

Wednesday: ‘80s Disco
Students wore neon shirts, holographic pants, sequined jackets, endless amounts of denim, and other disco-themed 

clothes to evoke the ’80s.

Emily Ho ’20: 
My costume was made overnight, and I ba-
sically sourced clothing from a friends clos-
et because I didn’t have neon of my own. I 
conveniently had scrunchies, so I just add-
ed that and wanted leg warmers but that 
didn’t work out. Dressing up is super fun 

but low-key stressful.

Thursday: Exeter Geek Day
Andover students took on the role of “geeky” Phillips Exeter Academy students, carrying calculators and donning all red, 

suspenders, knee-high stockings, sweater vests, and the occasional bowtie.

Stephen Hendarta ‘21
I had borrowed my friend’s bow tie, and 
I just put on a button down. I had these 
glasses already from Halloween, so I just 
put them on, and I’m like, ‘I look like a 

geek.’ Me and my friends have matching 
glasses but different colors, so it was a 

group effort.”

Monday: Cluster Wars
Students wore bright hues in a colorful display of cluster pride: red for West Quad North (WQN), orange for West Quad 

South (WQS), yellow for Flagstaff (FLG), green for Pine Knoll (PKN), and blue for Abbot (ABB).

Tyler Murphy ’19: 
I got the green suit because I am in PKN and 

I really don’t own any green. So I wanted 
to just buy a solid green outfit that was also 
funny. I went on Amazon, and the first thing 
I thought of was a morph suit, which kind 

of got me thinking about the fat suit. It was 
pretty cheap, so I ordered it. I think Spirit 

Week has been tons of fun for myself, and 
I have heard a lot of other people say the 

same. 

A.PHILLIPS/THE PHILLIPIANO.TUNG/THE PHILLIPIAN
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Friday: BIG BLUE DAY!
Show off your Andover pride and bleed blue!

S.BAHNASY/THE PHILLIPIAN

STAFF REPORT
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COURTESY OF NEIL EVANS COURTESY OF NEIL EVANS
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SPORTS

After a 17-14 win during last 
year’s Andover/Exeter game, 
Andover Football will compete 
against Phillips Exeter Academy 
in a game that will be both its 
last of its season and its last un-
der Head Coach Leon Modeste, 
following his 32-year career. 

Despite a losing season re-
cord of 2-4, Andover is head-
ing into its game against Exeter 
with high hopes, according to 
Matt Sapienza ’21.

Sapienza said, “We hav-
en’t gotten as many wins as we 
hoped and expected to get [this 
season], but we’re trying to for-
get… about the games that we’ve 
had and just start a new season 
this week and beat Exeter.”

The challenges Andover has 
faced this season have served as 
a source of motivation for the 
team to keep improving, accord-
ing to Nick Thomas ’21.

Thomas said, “All those loss-
es we’ve taken, [they’ve] helped 
us shape up to be a better team 
towards the end of the season, 

especially going into [Andover/
Exeter] Weekend.” 

In preparation for the game, 
Andover has been doubling 
down in both practice and game 
study throughout the week, ac-
cording to Jake Jordan ’20 and 
Thomas.

Jordan said, “It’s been an up-
hill battle, trying to put all the 
pieces together. We’re gonna 
bring a lot of intensity to prac-
tice this week, a lot of focus. 
This is our biggest week yet, ob-
viously.”

Thomas added, “We’re go-
ing through through a lot of 
stuff [game material and plan-
ning] right now. I know [Tues-
day] morning at six, the whole 
team — well, offensive team — is 
meeting to go over everything, 
so it’s gonna be really interest-
ing getting up.”

Although many Andover 
players are injured, the team 
remains committed to and sup-
portive of one another, accord-
ing to Sapienza, who is one of 
the injured players.

Sapienza said, “We are just 

trying to support our teammates 
that are playing and are in the 
game and just stay in the game 
throughout the first match to 
the last and just motivate our 
teammates to the best that they 
can.”

According to Ricardo Her-
nandez ’19, the team is motivat-
ed to win this game both for the 
Senior members of the team, as 
well as for Coach Modeste, who 
will retire alongside the Class of 
2019.

Hernandez wrote, “Our 
[Co-Captain], Will Litton [’19], 
always tell us that we don’t get 
many chances to play football, 
and knowing this is the last one 
is hard. We have created such 
a great community; we’re ba-
sically one huge family at this 
point, and I just wish we had 
more time to spend together. 
Though I’m sad, I’m also excit-
ed because I know I have to give 
it my all in order to beat Exeter. 
We owe it to Coach Mo to send 
him out with a victory against 
Exeter, and that’s what I’m aim-
ing to do.”
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Andover Seeks to Sweep Exeter for the Second Time this Season 

After defeating Phillips Ex-
eter Academy 3-0 earlier in the 
season, Andover Girls Volley-
ball hopes to repeat its success 
this Saturday. Going into An-
dover/Exeter Weekend, Ando-
ver holds a 8-3 season record. 
Exeter’s record stands at 7-6.

Andover has shown its ver-
satility and cohesiveness as a 
unit throughout the season, 
according to Head Coach Clyfe 
Beckwith and Captain Serena 
Liu ’19.

Coach Beckwith said, “This 
overall season has been terrif-
ic. We have really developed as 
a team. The team goal was to 
jell, to develop chemistry, so 
that we could do quick plays, 

which has happened.”
“We have a really strong 

team, and I think our game 
against Milton helped display 
the depth we had and the ca-
pability of each player to fill 
in a position no matter what. 
This season we’ve been really 
strong in maintaining the lev-
el of intensity and play that 
we have. I think as the season 
winds down, we’re reconnect-
ing and really pushing our-
selves to the next level, which 
is really awesome. I think we’ll 
be able to show that against 
Exeter on Saturday,” said Liu.

Despite coming out on top 
in its last matchup against Ex-
eter, the team will continue 
working on its timing and con-
fidence, according to Coach 
Beckwith and Liu.

Coach Beckwith said, “They 
will be competitive. We defi-
nitely will be the favorite given 
their record and the fact that 
we’ve already played them, but 
[at] Andover/Exeter anything 
can happen. Specifically, what 
we’re going to be looking at is 
to clean up the timing for our 
quick plays and service re-
ceive.”

“We just want to make sure 
that we play our game. I think 
against Exeter we were dom-
inating the court the entire 
time, and we just want to keep 
that and make sure that, when 
we go out to play Exeter, we 
have confidence not only in 
ourselves but also in each oth-
er,” said Liu.

HANNAH ZHANG

Andover Prepares for Battle in Head Coach Modeste’s Swan Song
LUCY LASATER

Andover Looks to Cap Off Undefeated Season Against Exeter

Andover Field Hockey is 
looking to cap off their 14-0 
regular season record by beat-
ing Phillips Exeter Academy 
this Saturday.

According to Anna Bargman 
’21, the team has improved 
over the course of the season 
and is fine-tuning plays and 
skills in anticipation for Exeter 
and the postseason.

“I think we’ve definitely im-
proved as a team and we can 
only go up. We improve with 
every game, I think, learning 
from our mistakes. It’s cer-
tainly a rollercoaster, but just 
always working on hustle and 
team play. It’s a big part...‘Don’t 
settle’ – that’s one of our mot-
tos – and playing together – 

that’s also one of our mottos.” 
Bargman said.

Although Andover will 
make the playoffs regardless 
of the result of its matchup 
against Exeter, the game will 
determine whether or not the 
team will hold the top seed in 
the tournament. This match 
holds more meaning for the 
Seniors on the team, according 
to Bargman.

“This Exeter game, since 
it’s home, it’s going to be our 
Senior game, so that’s always 
really fun to honor the seniors, 
since they’re so special to our 
team. We like to decorate the 
locker room and the field and 
make posters for them. Also, 
it’s cool because the [Juniors] 
get to experience their first 
Andover/Exeter game, which I 
know for me was really fun and 

exciting, and it’s something 
special for PAFH, so, always 
fun,” Bargman said.

According to Captain 
Meghan Ward ’19, the team is 
going to go through its normal 
routine throughout the week, 
but has a special focus on do-
ing well this weekend.

“We’re definitely still stick-
ing to the same practice plan, 
but since it’s our last game of 
the regular season, we’re defi-
nitely going to have a lot more 
energy and really get pumped 
up for the game on Saturday. 
Essentially, everything we’re 
eating, drinking, how much 
we’re sleeping is just all for 
Saturday. Eat, sleep, dream 
about beating Exeter,” said 
Ward.

ABBY RYAN

FIELDHOCKEY – 11:30 a.m

GIRLSVOLLEYBALL – 12:30 p.m.

FOOTBALL – 3:30 p.m.
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Andover Field Hockey has come out on top in four consecutive matchups 
with Exeter.

A/E DAY 
2018
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Andover defeated Exeter earlier this season after losing to Exeter twice 
last year.
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Andover Football is currently on a five-year winning streak against Exeter.
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for more coverage
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Girls Anticipate Tough Match After Tie Last Year

After ending its game against 
Phillips Exeter Academy with a 
score of 1-1 at Andover/Exeter 
Weekend last year, Andover 
Girls Soccer looks to defeat its 
rival in the teams’ first match-

up since the tie. 
According to Isabella DiBen-

edetto ’20 and Myra Bhathena 
’21, the match is highly antici-
pated.

“I understand that the game 
is going to be really important. 
A lot of people are going to be 

there, so I think it’s really im-
portant that we pull-through 
and win,” said Bhathena.

DiBenedetto wrote in an 
email to The Phillipian, “We are 
very excited for our game versus 
Exeter. Every year this is one of 
the most fun and competitive 
games we get to play because of 
the huge rivalry surrounding it. 
I think this year we have a re-
ally strong group of girls who 
always give 100 percent all the 
time. If we are training or pre-
paring for a game, the team is 
always focused and ready to ex-
ecute the plan.”

According to Bhathena, over 
the course of the season, the 
team has successfully incorpo-
rated its new players into the 
team dynamic.

“Our team has really im-
proved throughout the season 
very noticeably. Since we had 
a lot of new kids this year and 
three new [Post-Graduates] for 
leaders, we had to learn how 
to work together, and I think 
now we really understand each 
other. We can play much bet-
ter together. For the team, our 
leadership is key. We have two 
amazing captains, and the three 

[Post-Graduates] really stepped 
up to help support them and 
our team, so that’s important 
too,” said Bhathena.

According to Karoline Conte 
’21 and Bhathena, the team has 
been long preparing mentally 
and physically in anticipation 
for the matchup against Exeter

“We have a whole week to 
practice, and I think we are go-
ing to work a lot on defense and 
trying to stop gaps from hap-
pening. We don’t want Exeter 
splitting our defense up. We’re 
also going to work on finishing 
inside the box so we can collect 
goals,” said Bhathena.

Conte added, “We have been 
practicing mindfulness with 
Andy Housiaux [Currie Fam-
ily Director of the Tang Insti-
tute and Instructor in Philos-
ophy and Religious Studies] 
a bit. We will maybe review 
some film this week, similarly 
to past games, to highlight our 
strengths and weaknesses. I 
am very excited for the Exeter 
game and having the opportu-
nity to play for my team in the 
oldest high school rivalry in the 
nation. The team is practicing 
hard and resting up for the big 

game.”
DiBenedetto and Bhathena 

both cite the home energy and 
team spirit as critical factors 
going into the game. The team 
looks forward to the energy and 
support from the home crowd 
and works to harness that in its 
play. 

Bhathena said, “We have a 
ton of spirit and I think it really 
helps our game. During Ando-
ver/Exeter, when it’s home, I 
think we’re going to have even 
more spirit from everyone else, 
including ourselves. I know 
our bench is always cheering. 
We don’t ever sit on the bench. 
We are always standing. When 
we’re playing, we’re always 
supporting each other, so that 
spirit is also for our school and 
for our team.”

DiBenedetto said, “The past 
few years since I have been on 
the team, the game has always 
been tough. I think the best 
part about it this year though 
is that it’s home, so we have 
the support of the school with 
us. The environment is always 
great. We are just excited to go 
after it.”

Boys Soccer Gears Up for Final Game of Season

After losing 1-0 in last year’s 
matchup, Andover Boys Soccer 
is determined to come out on top 
against Phillips Exeter Academy in 
its final game on Smoyer Field Sat-
urday. 

The upcoming game is the culmi-
nation of Andover’s season, accord-
ing to Lucas Stowe ’20.

“The game on Saturday is obvi-
ously the most important game of 
the season. Regardless of any team 
goals, this is the one we all have had 
our eyes set on. Even with our team’s 
losing record, our mindset is ‘Win 
this one,’” said Stowe.

In its last week of practice for the 
season, Andover has been prepar-
ing both mentally and physically for 
Saturday, according to Co-Captain 
Henry Rogers ’19 and Ethan Hong 
’22.

Rogers wrote in an email to The 
Phillipian, “We’re going to do what 
we’ve been doing all week and prac-
tice hard. Also, we’re going to be 
getting ready mentally for a game as 
large as [Andover/Exeter]. The team 
feels extremely prepared to compete 

on [Andover/Exeter]. This is what 
we’ve had our sights on all year and 
a win against Exeter is all the team is 
thinking about right now.”

Hong wrote in an email to The 
Phillipian, “This week we will work 
on everything we have worked on 
during the season. There would be 
no point in changing up something 
huge with the game being so close. 
We should stick to our game plan we 
have had all season.”

One of Andover’s goals is to main-
tain possession during Saturday’s 
match up, an aspect of its game it has 
improved over the course of the sea-
son, as well as build off of the offense 
it has generated in recent games, ac-
cording to Hong and Rogers.

Hong wrote, “I think as a team 
one of our strengths is when we play 
well, we can keep possession of the 
ball. It is something we have been 
working on all season, and I think 
now we have the skill and practice to 
maintain possession for a long time.” 

“I think that our strength is that 
our offense has become more cre-
ative and more effective as of late, 
which has resulted in more goals re-
cently than earlier in the year,” wrote 
Rogers.

The game against Exeter will 
be Andover’s last game of season 
regardless of the outcome, and An-
dover hopes to finish strong for the 
Seniors on the team, according to 
Stowe.

“This game is all about the Se-
niors for us. That’s why it’s really 
upsetting Nacho [Hidalgo ’19] can’t 
be playing with his recent injury 
and Phillip [Matteini ’19] is going to 
be out because of his concussion. It 
stinks that they can’t be a part of it 
too, but we are going to be playing 
for them, and also for the rest of our 
Seniors. We want them walking off 
the field taking a last win against the 
biggest rival on the biggest stage,” 
said Stowe.

Rogers wrote, “This game means 
a lot to the team, as it always does, 
but means so much to the Seniors on 
the team. It’ll be the last time wear-
ing the Andover Soccer jersey and 
stepping out on Smoyer for all of the 
Senior class, so we definitely want to 
make it count.” 

Editor’s Note: Nacho Hidalgo ’19 is 
a Circulation Manager for The Phil-
lipian. 

Boys Cross Country Looks To Defend Championship Title at Interschols

After ending its regular 
season with a 3-2 dual-meet 
record, Andover Boys Cross 
Country hopes to repeat last 
year’s first-place win at Inter-
schols. This year, the Nespsta 
Division I Championships will 
take place at Avon Old Farms 
School in Avon, Conn..

According to Captain Alex 
Fleury ’20, Andover has 
demonstrated significant im-

provement and growth over 
the course of its 2018 season.

Fleury said, “This season 
is progressing well for us. 
Throughout our practices and 
workouts, we have worked 
hard on running in packs, 
slowing moving them clos-
er together, and moving them 
faster and faster.”

Despite the team’s success 
thus far into the season, An-
dover will continue to work 
on its pack-running strategy 
in preparation for Interschols, 

according to Fleury and Mi-
chael Turner ’20.

Fleury said, “For Inter-
schols, we are going to contin-
ue to work on this [strategy] 
and solidify the packs we have 
been running in all season. We 
need to bring these packs fur-
ther and further up the com-
petition if we want a chance 
at winning, because the strong 
teams have really fast packs far 
up in the varsity races.”

Turner said, “We’ve been 
doing a lot of workouts togeth-

er and trying to improve packs 
so that during Interschols 
when we race, runners don’t 
get in between us and add 
points to our team, so hopeful-
ly we can do well.”

According to Fleury, Ando-
ver will face tough competi-
tors at Interschols, including 
Northfield Mount Hermon, 
Phillips Exeter Academy, and 
Loomis Chaffee, last year’s 
second, fourth, and fifth place 
teams, respectively.

Fleury said, “All three 

[teams] have fantastic runners 
up front, followed by a strong 
pack behind them that can do 
damage to teams with weak-
er varsity teams. We need to 
avoid this by getting our packs 
ahead of theirs, ensuring that 
our top runners can do what 
they need to.”

HANNAH ZHANG

Girls Cross Country Tapers for Quick Course 
at Nepsta Championships

With a 3-2 season record in 
dual meets, Andover will take 
seven Varsity and ten JV run-
ners to Avon Old Farms School 
in Avon, Conn. on Saturday 
for this year’s Nepsta Division 
I Championships, looking to 
improve on last year’s sec-
ond-place finish out of 13 com-
peting teams.

Deerfield and Phillips Ex-
eter Academy, last year’s first 
and third place teams re-

spectively, will be two main 
competitors for Andover at 
Interschols, according to Mar-
guerite Montagner ’21 and 
Brooke Sanders ’19.

Montagner said, “Exeter 
and Deerfield are definitely 
going to be tough competi-
tion this weekend, but now 
that we’ve seen their teams we 
know which runners we can 
try to pace ourselves with and 
what we’re really up against.”

Deerfield and Exeter are the 
only two teams to have beaten 
Andover this season. Deerfield 
secured a 33-23 victory over 

Andover at home on October 
28, while Exeter won 30-25 
last Saturday.

In preparation for Inter-
schols, according to Sanders 
and Montagner, the team has 
continued its prepare for the 
flat course it will compete 
on with lighter mileage and 
quicker workouts.

Sanders said, “The Inter-
schols group will continue 
practicing as normal this week. 
In past years, we have tapered 
and focused on strategy. We 
have never run at Avon, but 
[Head Coach Patrick Rielly] 

has told us that it is a flat and 
fast course. Last week we had a 
strong track workout in prepa-
ration for the course.”

“We will keep doing our 
weekly workout schedule, 
but it’s also taper week which 
means it’s a little easier so 
we’re well rested for Saturday. 
We’ve already put in the work, 
now we just need to make sure 
we’re sleeping and resting so 
we can bring everything we’ve 
got this weekend,” said Mon-
tagner.

Sanders and Montagner both 
say that the team has shown 

improvement as a whole over 
the course of the season. 

Sanders said, “We started 
off strong with early season 
victories. We’re lucky to have 
a lot of younger runners and 
runners new to the team who 
have been improving each race 
and helping score points for 
the team.”

“The season has been real-
ly good. We’ve worked real-
ly hard to focus on our three 
team values: strength, commu-
nity, and efficiency, and I think 
we’ve done really well working 
as a team,” said Montagner.

HANNAH ZHANG

ABBY RYAN

MARY KERRIGAN

GIRLSSOCCER – 1:30 p.m.

BOYSSOCCER – 10:30 a.m.

BOYSCROSSCOUNTRY

GIRLSCROSSCOUNTRY

M.CALLAHAN/THE PHILLIPIAN
Andover and Exeter will both enter this weekend with seven wins on the 
year.

A.MACAYA/THE PHILLIPIAN
Andover seeks redemption after falling to Exeter 1-0 last season.

CHAMPIONSHIP PREVIEWS
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Water Polo Looks Toward Nepsac Title

After completing its regular 
season with a 13-2 record and a 
nine-game winning streak, Ando-
ver Boys Water Polo will be con-
tending with the top teams in New 
England at the Nepsac tournament 
this weekend. The team is seeded 
first and received a bye in the first 
round of the tournament, which 
means that Andover will skip the 
first round of elimination. The first 

team Andover will face is Bruns-
wick.

According to Co-Captain Neil 
Simpson ’19 and Sam Donchi ’20, 
the high level of experience on the 
team helps its level of play.

In an email to The Phillipian, 
Donchi wrote, “This team is differ-
ent mostly because of the varying 
levels of experience. This year, spe-
cifically in the Senior class, there 
is a lot of experience in the game. 
That being said, I think we are very 

well prepared for next weekend.”
Simpson said, “I would say just 

the water polo knowledge base for 
our team this year is way stronger 
than it has been in the past. Kids 
have experience and not only have 
the guys who have been on the 
team since [Junior] year, Lower 
year, developed throughout their 
Andover careers, but that the kids 
we’ve brought in this year like Theo 
[Faugeres ’21], who’s played for a 
long time before, Beckett [McK-

ee ’22] played for a while before. 
Just bringing these guys who al-
ready have so much experience to 
the game has really just improved 
our knowledge base of water polo, 
which is huge in a sport like water 
polo where experience is kind of 
essential to succeed.”

Over the course of the season, 
Co-Captain Eric Osband ’19, Don-
chi, and Max Hunger ’20 said they 
have noticed marked improvement 
in the team’s defense and commu-
nication.

Osband said, “In terms of just 
our record, we lost to two teams 
early that were hard games, and we 
came back now and we won both 
of those against the same teams. 
We’ve gotten a lot better; the team-
work, fitness, experience… In the 
beginning of the season, we were 
really struggling covering our play-
ers and being aware of what’s going 
on. I think we’re getting a lot better 
at that as a team, like helping each 
other out and helping someone 
else out to steal the ball from the 
other guys.”

“We have worked hard all sea-
son and everyone has improved a 
lot. We still really need to improve 
our communication and move-
ment. Our defense has vastly im-
proved since the start of the sea-
son, something that really paid off 
during the [Phillips Exeter Acade-
my] game. I’m looking forward to 
playing against a lot of really talent-
ed teams and seeing what we can 
do,” wrote Donchi in an email to 
The Phillipian.

Hunger said, “We’ve just 
learned how to perfect the basics, 
and as a team, we’ve very much 
improved in communicating and 
just making sure everyone knows 
what’s going on in the game, what’s 
happening. [We’ve shown] dras-
tic improvement: teams that beat 

us in the beginning of the year, we 
beat them. Although they were 
close games, we were able to win. 
I say that shows everything there is 
about the work ethic, the spirit of 
our team. We did just hard work.”

In order to defeat top teams like 
long-standing champion Bruns-
wick, the team will have to exhibit 
strong teamwork and execute the 
strategies that have been planned, 
according to Hunger and Simpson.

 “I think it’s going to be a matter 
of how we play as a team and not 
necessarily who stands out because 
no one is able to stand out without 
proper team cohesion... If we don’t 
keep the ball protected, if we don’t 
make good passes, smart plays, no 
single person can stand out with-
out the help from the team, so I 
think it’s going to be more of a team 
effort than an individual kind of 
thing,” said Hunger.

Hunger continued, “I think 
we’re just going to have to get our 
stuff together and make sure we 
know how to properly play good 
water polo because that’s going to 
be a team that challenges the basics 
and fundamentals of how we play, 
and I think that’s just going to be a 
game where we’re going to have to 
put everything we have into it.”

Simpson said, “This is where ev-
eryone shows up to play their best 
water polo, and the four best teams 
will show up to play each other, 
everyone’s going to bring it. Ev-
eryone’s going to have their strate-
gies laid-out because all the teams 
know each other at this point in 
the season, so really what it comes 
down to is who’s willing to show 
up, who’s willing to have those 
clutch moments and just close out 
the season on a high note.”

If the team defeats Brunswick, it 
will go on to play in the finals the 
same day. 
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After a goalless first half, Kel-
ly McCarthy ’19 scored just one 
minute into the second half, pro-
pelling Andover Field Hockey 
to a 2-0 win over Cushing. The 
team remains undefeated, now 
with a 13-0 record. McCarthy 
credits the win to the team’s 
response to Cushing’s physical 
play. 

In an email to The Phillipian, 
McCarthy wrote, “Our main fo-
cus of our game against Cushing 
was responding to its aggression 
and big hits. It was a tense game, 
so we had to collect ourselves at 
different points and remember 
to play our game.” 

In the first half, Andover 
struggled to finish its shots. The 
team had many opportunities off 
of corners but still could not find 
a way to score. Andover came 
out energized and focused in the 
second half, according to Emily 
Batchelor ’19.

“I was really proud of the way 
we came out with so much ener-
gy in the second half. We were 
really focused again on only 
what we can control and then 
went on to score two goals,” said 
Batchelor.

According to McCarthy, the 
team’s offense has been very ef-
ficient and successful all season 
long, with 42 goals through 13 
games. Still, the team hopes to 

use the final stretch of the sea-
son to improve on off-ball move-
ment. 

McCarthy wrote, “We can 
work on blocking up big hits and 
running back behind the ball. 
Making runs to the post is also 
always an important move to fin-
ish on shots and get goals.” 

Batchelor added, “We can 
improve on our layers, specifi-
cally on free hits, working to get 
open and cutting in front of the 
defense. It’s easy for us to hide 
behind the defense, but we’ve 
been working on cutting in front 
to the goal in practice and even 
in games.”

The team will conclude its 
regular season with the hope of 
finishing undefeated at Ando-
ver/Exeter Weekend. Though 
Phillips Exeter Academy’s re-
cord stands at 7-4-2, Saturday’s 
game will still be close and 
competitive, according to Carly 
Kreytak ’20. 

Kreytak said, “It’s always a 
very intense game. [Exeter is] 
always good, and we need to re-
spect that. We need to go into the 
game confident but not cocky.” 

Andover hopes to bring focus 
and intensity into a game where 
both teams are very passionate, 
according to McCarthy. 

“Especially since Exeter is 
always an emotional game, we 
are going to continue to work on 
honing our energy and staying 
composed,” she wrote. 

“We are really excited, espe-
cially since it’s at home. But, we 
have to prepare and buckle down 
because it will be a huge game 
and there’s going to be a lot of 
hype,” added Batchelor.

Andover Finishes Off Cushing 
with Strong Second Half

PRESTON WHITEHURST

Andover

Cushing

2

0

D.ZHU/THE PHILLIPIAN
In its second to last game of the regular season, Andover secured its tenth 
shutout of the season against Cushing. 

FIELDHOCKEY

H.SOLOMON/THE PHILLIPIAN
After receiving a bye in the first round, Andover looks to end  Brunswick’s four-year championship winning streak 
when the two teams square off in the semi-finals on Saturday.

BOYSWATERPOLO

CHAMPIONSHIP PREVIEW



C4 SportS T h e  P h i l l i p i a n November 9, 2018

Barreling through multiple 
defenders, Maddy Silveira ’20 
drew out the goalie and kicked 
the ball into the back of the 
net. Silveira’s goal helped pro-
pel Andover to an early lead in 
their game against Lawrence 
Academy, which ended in a 
2-2 tie. Andover’s record now 
stands at 7-7-2.

The Friday game was the 
team’s Senior Night, a home 
game where the graduating Se-
niors are celebrated. The game 
brought out many emotions 
amongst the players, and the 
support from the other stu-
dents in the stands served as a 
continual motivator, according 
to Isabel Castro PG’19 and Anna 
Hurley ’21.

Castro said, “This was my 
second Senior Night. It was 
kind of hard to go through it 
again, but even though in my 
last high school, I’ve played 
with those girls my whole life, 
I feel like just being on GVS 
for the two months that I’ve 
been, I’ve already created such 
a strong bond with some of the 
players.”

“There were lots of tears, 
especially from the Seniors. 
[Co-Captains Allison Zhu ’19 
and Elise MacDonald ’19], 
they are incredible captains. It 
helped a lot to have all the sup-
port on Senior Night with a lot 
of fans coming to watch and 
cheer us on,” said Hurley.

According to Hurley and 
Castro, the turf, which was 
wet from rain Friday, made 
the ground slick and sped up 
the ball, forcing both teams to 
adapt to the pace. The team was 
forced to adjust its strategy and 
eliminate certain techniques 
due to the weather.

Hurley said, “It had been 
raining all morning [and] there 
was still water on the field. We 
were on turf, and we usually 
play on the grass. We had to ad-
just to the speed of play because 
the ball rolls faster on the turf 
than it does the grass, and plus 
the water which makes it even 
faster.”

“Since it was on astroturf, 
[the ball] skids really really fast. 
So normal lofted balls over the 
top are not going to work at all. 
It has to be on the ground.” said 
Castro.

According to Katherine Mar-
quis ’21, the team was able to 
move past Lawrence’s defend-
ers and stayed aggressive de-
spite the weather. 

Marquis said, “On offense, 
we did well with connecting 
passes and working together 
to get the ball in the net. We 
pressed their defenders and 
keeper well. Our first goal came 
from Maddy Silveira, who kept 
pressure on their defenders and 
scored.”

Over the course of the game, 
the team was able to main-
tain its communication which 
helped coordinate the defense.

“They tried playing a lot of 
balls over the top which our 
defenders were fast enough to 
keep up with. We communicat-
ed really well, and we marked 
really well,” said Castro.

Having recently recovered 
from a concussion, Kennedy 
Everson ’21 returned as goal-
ie and earned the accolade of 
Player of the Game.

Hurley said, “Kennedy has 
been through a lot lately, but we 
couldn’t be more proud of her 
because she came back [on Fri-
day], and she did a great job. She 
got Player of the Game, and I 
think that was totally deserved. 
She’s such a strong person, to-
tally inspiring. Whenever she’s 
faced adversity, she’s always 
come back and blown us away 
with her performance.” 

According to Hurley, the 
most challenging aspects of the 

game for Andover were switch-
ing and finishing the points.

“One thing we were strug-
gling with in the first half was 
switching the point of attack 
and getting it in the box too be-
cause when that goalie was sav-
ing the ball, sometimes she let 
out a rebound,” said Hurley.

As this game was one of the 
last ones of the season, Marquis 
and Hurley had much to say 
about how much the team has 
improved.

“We improved from past 
games because we have got-
ten better at teamwork, com-
munication, and connecting 
passes. We have gotten better 
at switching fields and playing 
balls backwards in order to end 
up going forwards,” said Mar-
quis.

“I’m just really proud of the 
progress that we’ve had this 
far as a team. Our midfielders 
were really being aggressive in 
there fighting for the ball. Our 

forwards were finishing when 
we had our chances. I think as a 
team, we’ve come a long way in 
terms of how we work together 
too. I feel like we’re working to-
gether a lot better compared to 
two months ago,” said Hurley.

Andover will play at 1:30 p.m. 
at home on Saturday for Ando-
ver/Exeter Weekend.

Editor’s Note: Allison Zhu is 
a Commentary Editor for The 
Phillipian. 
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Maddy Silveira ’20 scored one of Andover’s two goals against Lawrence Academy. 

Andover Ties Lawrence Academy On Senior Night

HANNAH ZHANG

Andover

Lawrence
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In the ninetieth minute 
with the game tied, Isaac Her-
shenson ’20 received the ball 
off of a deflection from a free 
kick and volleyed it over the 
opposing goalkeeper into the 
goal, propelling Andover Boys 
Soccer to a 3-2 win over Ta-
bor at home on Wednesday. 
The team’s record now stands 
at 5-9, following a 0-3 loss 
against Kimball Union Acade-
my (KUA) on Saturday. 

On Wednesday, Andover 
gained momentum early but 
allowed Tabor back into the 
game in the second half, ac-
cording to Alan Fang ’21.

Fang said, “In the first half, 
we dominated the game and 
we were switching the field 
really well and they had no an-
swer. We were up 2-0 at half-
time. We were moving the ball 
really well, and everyone was 
just having fun out there and 

working as a team… But in the 
second half, they started to get 
momentum on us and piling 
the pressure on us… We got a 
little nervous because we’ve 
been in that position before 
where we’ve been 2-0 up and 
lost the lead… and suddenly it 
was 2-2 and it got really tight. 
We were all like ‘this can’t 
be happening again.’ But at 
the last minute, Isaac luckily 
scored.” 

In the loss against KUA, 
Andover gave up a goal early 
and was unable to bounce back 
against a tough team, accord-
ing to Co-Captain Henry Rog-
ers ’19.

“A 0-3 loss is never what we 
want out of a game,” Rogers 
said.

“They were a good team 
and we didn’t come out hard 
enough to play against that 
team. We learned that early on 
when they scored and we con-
ceded three all game,” Rogers 
said. 

Playing in Phelps Stadium 
on turf for the first time all 
season proved to be a chal-
lenge for the team, according 
to Fang and Will Godbout ’20.

“We normally play on Smoy-
er [Field], and when we have a 
stadium game, we would have 
one practice in the stadium 

before the game. But for some 
reason, this season it didn’t 
work out, so it was our very 
first time in the stadium. It 
took us quite a while for us to 
adjust to the pitch,” said Fang. 

“On the turf it’s pretty boun-
cy and the balls often went re-
ally fast. It affected our touches 
a little bit and a lot of our balls 
were overplayed and went out. 
But it wasn’t just because of 
the conditions. We weren’t 
finishing well so there were 
some problems but hopefully 
we’ll be able to solve them by 
our [Phillips Exeter Academy] 
game,” said Godbout. 

Despite the outcome, Ando-
ver put up a fight and showed 
progress in its ability to switch 
fields, according to Rogers and 
Godbout.

“Like every game, we gave it 
our all. We worked as hard as 
we could like we expected our 
guys to. We could never fault 
anyone for their effort because 
that’s always there. Nobody re-
ally gave up,” said Rogers.

Godbout said, “Something 
we’ve been working on a lot for 
the past couple weeks has been 
switching the field quickly 
from one side to the other and 
attacking [the] weak side. We 
were using that method in our 
game, [and] trying to quickly, 
with two passes, get the ball to 
the other side of the field. We 

were putting what we learned 
in practice into the game but 
[it] just wasn’t perfect yet.”

With the playoffs no longer 
a possibility, Andover looks to 
end its season on a strong note 
against Exeter, according to 
Rogers.

“We’re just trying to make 
the most of the end of our sea-
son. We have [one] game left, 
and for Seniors it’s our last 
game of our Andover careers. 
We just want to go out in the 
most positive way possible,” 
said Rogers.

Andover will face off against 
Exeter on Saturday at home at 
10:30 a.m.

Andover Defeats Tabor in the 90th Minute 

GIRLSSOCCER

BOYSSOCCER

S.BAHNASY/THE PHILLIPIAN
Rolando Rabines ’19 scored the first goal in the game against Tabor on Wednesday.

LUCAS KIM

Andover

Worcester

3

2
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The team played on the turf at Phelps Stadium on Saturday, which changed the pace of the game. according to Will 
Godbout ’20 and Alan Fang ’21. David O’Brien ’21, Co-Captain Henry Rogers ’19, and Charlie Murphy ’19 pictured 
above left to right.
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Despite strong performances 
on a slippery course that saw run-
ners trudge through long stretches 
of puddles, Andover Girls Cross 
Country fell 30-25 to Phillips Ex-
eter Academy on Saturday. Its sea-
son record now stands at 3-2.

The brutal conditions were un-
expected at Exeter, which is nor-
mally an easy and fast course, but 
was a competitive advantage for 
Andover, according to Molly Mac-
Queen ’21 and Marguerite Mon-
tagner ’21.

MacQueen said, “The Exeter 
course was definitely the most 
technical course we’ve faced so far 
this season. The trails were all real-
ly muddy and slippery, and almost 
all of the grassy spaces had sitting 
water, including one area that had 
water a little less than a foot deep 
and about 20 feet long. But, I think 
the team responded really well and 
had a good attitude going into the 
race, and didn’t back away from 
any of the challenges of the course 
and really used them to our advan-
tage in a lot of spots.”

Montagner said, “The course is 
pretty flat, so we were expecting 
it to be fast, but it was challenging 
because it was so waterlogged… 
In general, the course was really 
muddy and wet and some of us 
slipped, but I think the tough con-
ditions helped Andover, since we 
had prepared for them. I saw a lot 
of Exeter runners in front of me 
trying to go around puddles, and 
going straight through them gave 
me a lot of confidence.”

The team has been plagued 
with injuries all season, but many 
runners were able to recover and 
finish strong, according to Mon-
tagner.

Montagner said, “We’ve had a 
fair amount of injuries in our top 
seven this season, so Exeter was 
one of the only races we’ve had 
almost the whole team. It was 
tough not running as a whole team 
during the season. But after priori-
tizing recovery, it was great to have 

almost everyone back in time for 
Exeter, and I think we came back 
really strong as a whole.”

According to Head Coach Pat-
rick Rielly, the team has improved 
its last mile finishes, which helped 
it compete well against a challeng-
ing Exeter team.

In an email to The Phillipian, 
Coach Rielly wrote, “The team 
has improved in so many ways 
this season, but I’ve been most 
impressed by their tenaciousness 
in the final mile of our races. GXC 
really knows how to compete, and 
against a strong Exeter team and 
in difficult conditions, the runners 
all ran brilliantly for their team and 
for their teammates.”

The team will continue to train 
for the Nepsta Division I Inter-
scholastic Championship next Sat-
urday at Avon Old Farms School, 
where it hopes to find success 
against teams such as Exeter and 
Deerfield, two teams that beat 
Andover in the regular season, ac-
cording to Montagner.

Montagner said, “Looking to-
wards Interschols, I think the team 
is really excited to have another 
shot at Deerfield and Exeter. Both 
races were pretty close and when 
we bring everyone back with our 
full team spirit, I think we have re-
ally great chances. We don’t know 
much about the course, but every-
one always gives their all at Inter-
schols, and I can’t wait to see what 
we can do.”

Andover Fails to Overcome 
Puddled Exeter Course

GIRLSCROSSCOUNTRY

LILLIE COOPER

Andover

Exeter

30

25
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Marguerite Montagner ’21 said the 
team looks forward to racing off 
against Exeter again at Interscols. 

To prevent Worcester Acad-
emy from advancing on a third 
down in the second half, Ben 
Carbeau ’21 came from the quar-
terback’s blind-side and sacked 
him with the assistance of Jake 
Jordan ’20. Despite this defensive 
effort, Andover fell to Worcester 
0-8 to put Andover’s record at 
2-4.

“The defense struggled in the 
first quarter identifying the op-
tion, but throughout the game 
we figured out how to play them, 
and I think we played them pret-
ty tough,” said Carbeau.

Carbeau continued, “I think 
defensively we know by now that 
if we prepare correctly our de-
fense can play with anyone. The 
past three games, defense has 
been really consistent and has 
done really well.”

Andover’s offense struggled 
to deliver on Saturday both in its 
passing and running game, ac-
cording to Carbeau, Julian Dahl 

’22, and Graham Archer ’21. 
“I think we need a better push 

on the offensive line. We need to 
establish the running game early. 
If we can do that, then we’ll be 
able to work in all the other parts 
of our offense. We really just need 
a better initial push,” said Car-
beau.

Dahl said, “Leading up to it, 
it was kind of a game that we 
might’ve not taken as serious-
ly because we came in and we 
were coming off a win against 
Deerfield and were pretty confi-
dent. We just came in there and 
weren’t able to effectively run the 
ball. Our defense played really 
well, but it was windy and hard 
conditions to throw, and the pass-
ing game wasn’t really on point.”

Archer wrote in an email to 
The Phillipian, “One of our big-
gest takeaways was getting some 
push on running plays. Our line 
had a lot of trouble getting a solid 
drive going and that hurt us a lot.”

After Saturday’s game, Ando-
ver seeks to put its losses behind 
it and enter its final game with a 
positive and determined mind-
set, according Co-Captain Will 
Litton ’19.

Litton wrote in an email to 
The Phillipian, “We are starting to 
look more like a team and we are 

developing a team identity. That 
identity being young but gritty. 
We find ways to be successful 
through perseverance.”

This week the team has dou-
bled down both in practice and in 
film study sessions in order to be 
best prepared for its game against 
Phillips Exeter Academy, accord-
ing to Dahl.

“We watched film on Exeter. 
We scouted them. We’re going 
to install a couple new passing 
plays and come out swinging and 
show some things we haven’t 
shown before and try to get on 
the board,” said Dahl.

Since Exeter will be Head 
Coach Leon Modeste’s final An-
dover football game, the team is 
especially motivated to win, ac-
cording to Litton.

Litton wrote, “We need to 
work on mastering our assign-
ments and we need to play with 
more swagger. I think sometimes 
are afraid to make mistakes and 
instead we should be having fun 
with it. Exeter is Coach Mo’s last 
football game coaching. We are 
making it our personal duty to 
send him off the right way with a 
huge win over our biggest rival.”

Andover will face Exeter at 
home this Saturday for Andover/
Exeter Weekend.

Andover Falls Short Against Worcester

FOOTBALL

ABBY RYAN

Splashing through mud, Mi-
chael Turner ’20 outsprinted his 
competitor by a single second to 
secure 10th place with a time of 
18:10 against Phillips Exeter Acad-
emy on Saturday. Despite Turner’s 
win, Andover Boys Cross Country 
fell 20-41, giving them a 3-2 season 
record.

Leading up to the race, the 
team prepared for the flat and wet 
conditions of the Exeter course 
through track workouts and strat-
egizing during practice, according 
to Turner and Sam Lasater ’21.

Turner said, “We have been do-
ing a lot of workouts on the track 
to work on our speed during rac-
es since our last two races of the 
season are flat. Since the courses 
are flatter, we haven’t been doing 
much hills. Our track workout, 
especially on windy days, did help 
us feel more prepared for the bad 
weather at Exeter.”

“We felt about as prepared as 
we could be for the rough condi-
tions. We were aware of the mud 
going in and planned for the best 
strategies to run it. We’re lucky to 
have a difficult course with lots of 
elevation change at Andover and 

felt prepared for the flat after run-
ning in far more difficult terrain,” 
added Lasater.

Despite being faced with wind, 
puddles, and mud, Andover went 
into the race with a positive atti-
tude and persevered through the 
finish, according to Turner and Ri-
ley Gillis ’19.

“Before the race we tried to 
treat the bad weather as a good 
thing, because it would help get 
rid of home course advantage and 
would be perfect [personal record] 
running condition. A friend and I 
made a joke about the puddle mak-
ing the race like a 5K steeplechase, 
a 3K race with a moat and barrier. 
We both always wanted to run one, 
so that actually got us partially ex-
cited to run through the puddles,” 
said Turner.

Gillis wrote in an email to The 
Phillipian, “The course began with 
a foot-deep puddle and only got 
damper and muddier from there, 
but even in 55 mile-per-hour 
wind, our team put every ounce 
of strength we had into the race. 
We dug our spikes into the mud 
and used the flat course to our ad-
vantage, pushing our bodies to the 
max and giving the race everything 
we had until we crossed, or in some 
cases slipped past, the finish line.”

Head Coach Jeff Domina and 
Ellerman Mateo ’21 remarked on 
the outstanding performances of 
Captain Alex Fleury ’20 as well as 
several other runners for achieving 
personal records.

In an email to The Phillipian, 
Domina wrote, “Though the boys 
lost, they ran hard against a formi-
dable Exeter team. Up front, Alex 
Fleury finished second in an im-
pressive time of 16:54. Despite the 
conditions, Ben Fu ’21 and Harry 
Chanpaiboonrat ’21 ran PR’s.”

Mateo added, “The Andover 
runner that really stood out was 
Alex Fleury, obviously, but also 
Michael Turner, who was coming 
back from a stomach bug, and he 
pushed himself hard on Saturday 
to give the team some edge. He is 
a terrific runner who has run fast-
er as the season progressed and 
always is willing to give it his all 
when racing.”

In preparation for Interschols 
on Saturday, the team hopes to re-
main healthy and build team cama-
raderie, according to Lasater.

Lasater said, “This last week be-
fore Interschols we are trying our 
best to stay healthy and well rested. 
We’re continuing to train with ex-
tra emphasis on camaraderie and 
teamwork, and we will go to Inter-
schols as a team, not as individuals. 
We’re very excited to have the op-
portunity to face teams we raced 
earlier in the season and to race 
against so many talented runners, 
since good competition makes for 
a good race. I know we will give it 
everything we have as a team and 
end the race proud of what we ac-
complished.”

Boys Outpaced by Exeter

BOYSCROSSCOUNTRY
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In the final play of the game, 
Brooke Fleming ’20 jumped up 
to block an overpass as middle 
hitter. This play secured Ando-
ver Girls Volleyball’s 3-0 (25-12, 
25-9, 25-13) victory over Milton 
this past Saturday. The team’s 
season record now stands at 9-3. 

According to Brooklyn Wirt 
’21, Milton presented less of 
a challenge than Andover has 
faced previously this season. 
With a greater margin for error, 
Andover seized the opportunity 
to test out different team forma-
tions, according to Wirt.

Wirt said,“We knew coming 
into the game that Milton was a 
little bit lower ranked of a team, 
which gave us the opportunity 
to put in everyone on the team to 
make sure everyone got to play, 
and that everyone was able to 
test out new things. We had peo-
ple playing entirely different po-
sitions, and people who played 
positions that they had been 
playing before but [not] this 
season. Caroline [Gihlstorf ’19], 
who has been playing right side, 
played setter for a couple sets; 
same thing with Cassidy [Musco 
’19]. We beat [Milton] pretty sol-
idly, so it was a good time to put 
in different people on the team. 
Delaney [Arkell ’22], who is a 
[Junior], hasn’t had that much 
experience playing volleyball 
yet so this was a good game for 
her especially, and she played 
excellently.”

Despite receiving a lack of 
competitive fire from Milton and 
also playing in an unfamiliar for-
mation, Andover remained both 
focused and intense throughout 
the game, according to Captain 
Serena Liu ’19. 

Liu continued,“[Against] Mil-
ton, we won 3-0, and it was a 
pretty good game, we kept them 
around the ten point area and 
had a lot of runs. What stood 
out for me is that we had a lot 
of lineup changes, so we got in a 
lot of players who didn’t see a lot 

of playing time this season. We 
were still able to keep that lev-
el of intensity, energy, and skill, 
and I was so proud of the team 
in that respect because that just 
shows the depth that we have of 
the team this year.”

With these new lineups, play-
ers brought new energy to dif-
ferent positions that showcased 
the team’s depth of talent, ac-
cording to Wirt and Head Coach 
Clyfe Beckwith. 

Wirt continued, “[Mudmee 
Sereeyothin ’20]  played amaz-
ingly, she had a ton of awesome 
hits. Every [position] she played 
[was] great, so this game was a 
good time for her to shine.”

Coach Beckwith said, “Mud-
mee, Warren [Clark ’21], [and] 
Delaney played with energy and 
skill. [Shayla Eubanks PG’19], 
Caroline, [and] Cassidy played in 
new positions. [The team] com-
municated well and supported 
each other, especially on de-
fense. We emphasize team goals 
of the entire season, to play as a 
team: anticipate, adjust, execute. 

Leading up to the game, An-
dover focused on improving its 
serving, combination hitting, 
and its ability to connect on the 
court, according to Wirt and Liu.

Wirt said,“We’ve been work-
ing a lot on serving in prac-
tice these last fews days, and 
that definitely came through 
against Milton. There was also 
a little more combination hitting 
during the game because we’ve 
also been working on that in 
practice as well.” 

Liu added, “I think in practice 
it was not just about the skills 
but also about focusing on our 
teammates on the courts, like 
understanding when to com-
municate, [and] understanding 
how our teammates are moving 
around on the court, so it was 
more about finding a connection 
that we lost in the middle of the 
season and applying that to the 
game.”

Andover will face Phillips 
Exeter Academy at home this 
Saturday for Andover/Exeter 
weekend.

Editor’s Note: Caroline Gihl-
storf ’19 is a Copy Editor for The 
Phillipian.

Andover Sweeps Milton

GIRLSVOLLEYBALL
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Jeffrey Kao ’19

On the Cluster Soccer field, Jeffrey 
“Daddy” Kao ’19 resembles Cristiano 
Ronaldo, Jamie Vardy, and Per Merte-
sacker, according to his teammates.

A dedicated athlete in Cluster Soc-
cer, Kao believes that his soccer talent 
is not limited to one area of the field or 
one specific skill.

Kao said, “I’d say my skills are de-
fense, attack, ball control, speed, agil-
ity, pace, physicality, shooting, passing, 
and curve.”

Kao views his team, “I’ll Do Any-
thing for a Six,” as a family and the 
most dominant force in the Cluster 
Soccer League.

“I like to think of my team as a fam-
ily. Like, everyone’s in it together. So, 
my nickname is Daddy because it’s a 
family and someone needas to be the 
daddy,” said Kao. 

“We are unbelievably successful. In 
Cluster Soccer, you can either measure 
the wins in goals or you can measure it 
in the fun had. I think that we always 
win on the fun had part,” he added. 

According to Kao, as part of their 
strategy to success, they habitually ar-
rive 15 minutes late to every game be-
cause of their pre-game ritual. 

“Our special ritual is going to the 
gym before [games] and then getting 

to Cluster Soccer 15 minutes late. It re-
ally plays with the mental game of the 
other team because they see us come in 
and we’re jacked after just going to the 
gym, and the coaches are screaming at 
us for being late for, like, the twentieth 
time. And then we just clap them, and 
it’s an easy win,” he said.

LUKE BOSHAR

Clara Steiner ’19

Looking for a relaxing and low-commit-
ment sport, Clara Steiner ’19 was encouraged 
by her friends to join Cluster Soccer and play 
for Girlball. Girlball is the league’s only girls 
team, but due to low numbers, several boys 
are on the team as well. 

In an email to The Phillipian, Steiner said, 
“I’m on GirlBall, which is the Cluster Soccer 
team with all the girls and, because there 
were not enough girls this year, a few boys 
were allowed to join, provided that they 
understand that the women on GirlBall are 
and will always be in charge and are to be re-
spected at all times.”

Despite the motivation and energy on the 
team, GirlBall had a less than stellar record 
of all losses aside from a single tie.

Steiner said, “[Despite our record], 
our spirit and attitude remained positive 
throughout the season, making us the real 
winner in my eyes.”

Steiner’s experience has helped her de-
velop and deepen many interpersonal re-
lationships that will last a lifetime. GirlBall 
gave Steiner the opportunity to strengthen 
her commitment to teammate Fiona Kass ’19.

Steiner said, “I have made the deepest 
friendships and closest relationships, spe-
cifically the bond between me and my fiancé 
Fiona Kass, who I proposed to on the very 
same fields our love started on.” 

Steiner’s time playing for GirlBall will 

forever hold a place in her heart due to the 
many accomplishments and milestones she 
experienced. The trials and tribulations of 
a cluster sport taught Steiner to appreciate 
humor and levity despite challenges or set-
backs.

 Steiner said, “I will always look back 
fondly at the numerous falls and fails of both 
my teammates and opponents. It’s important 
to see humor in an otherwise stressful world. 
Mistakes are seen as moments to learn and 
laugh on GirlBall, and praising the positive 
rather than focusing on the negative has al-
ways been important to every member of the 
team.”

EMMA FOGG

Fiona Kass ’19

Fiona Kass ’19, a star defender on 
team GirlBall, brings years of expe-
rience absorbing pain and numerous 
miscellaneous injuries to the Cluster 
Soccer fields. According to Kass, she is 
great at taking blows to the head, stom-
ach, and back, as well as any other body 
parts that could potentially be target-
ed.

Kass, who believes she best resem-
bles Lionel Messi, feels extremely at-
tracted to Cluster Soccer and has self-
lessly put herself in harm’s way to be 
a successful Cluster athlete. Although 
they have never won a game, she feels 
that GirlBall is the dominant team.

“We’ve never won, but in anoth-
er sense, we’ve won every game,” said 
Kass.

Kass uses an unprecedented strategy 
to “win” games: distracting her oppo-
nents using creative measures.

Kass said, “I’m great at using alter-
native methods to distract my oppo-
nents: for example, yelling directly at 
them then stealing the ball. [I also like] 
asking my opponents questions during 
the game to distract them and getting 
mad when they don’t respond.” 

Kass’s highlight of the Cluster Soc-
cer year so far is scoring a beautiful 
goal early in the season. 

“The first game of the year, I scored 
from my side of the field. It was pretty 
exceptional,” said Kass.

Fellow Cluster All-Star Jeffrey Kao 

’19 said that he believes Kass has excel-
lent talent on the Cluster Soccer field 
in more ways than just technically.

Kao said, “I think I’m not as good as 
her because I can’t scream ‘GirlBall’ as 
loudly.”

Kass’s skill may have come from 
many years of playing soccer before 
she came to Andover. Regardless of the 
countless physical blows she has taken 
in the sport, Kass continues to exhibit 
her love and devotion for Cluster Soc-
cer. 

Kass cited the people as one of the 
reasons Cluster Soccer is so fun for 
her, even if they are the ones inflicting 
bodily harm on her.

LUKE BOSHAR

Oliver Budiman ’20

In just his first year of Cluster Soccer, Ol-
iver “Lucky Strike” Budiman ’20 has burst 
onto the scene as a true superstar, possess-
ing previously unwitnessed talent and work 
ethic.

According to Budiman, it means a lot for 
him to receive the title of 2018 Cluster All-
Star; after his success on the intramural field, 
Budiman hopes to make an appearance on 
the collegiate level in the nearsighted future.

Budiman said, “I put so much hard work 
into my craft. Cluster Soccer really is an in-
tense sport. It is the pinnacle of Andover 
Soccer… We compete at a high level. I think 
I might be recruited for a college intramural 
team.”

Budiman continued, “I think the adrena-
line of playing such a high-stakes sport and 
the fact that I am surrounded by players of 
such great skill leads me to work harder.”

According to Budiman, there were many 
unforgettable moments during this season. 
Despite his continuous success, Budiman 
only humbly acknowledges his athletic abil-
ity.

“[The highlight of my season] was defi-
nitely that day when I dropped eight goals on 
Ugo [Ogonuwe ’20] and the rest of his team. 
I am pretty sure I broke a few cluster soccer 
records. I don’t think anyone had ever scored 
eight goals in a game until me.”

Budiman, commonly known as a pioneer 
of excellence, said that his eight-goal out-
burst was just a handful of goals compared to 
his season total.

“I haven’t been counting but I think to my 

last estimation, before my last game, I had 66 
goals. And I had a hat trick in my last game, 
so around 69 goals, I think,” said Budiman.

According to himself, as someone that 
possesses tremendous sportsmanship, Budi-
man only lets his modesty waver after scor-
ing.

“Normally when I score a goal, I run to 
an opponent that has been bad-mouthing 
me, and I put my hand to my ear and lean to-
wards them,” he said. 

According to Budiman, with extreme tal-
ent comes colossal motivation. When asked 
about what sparks his motivation to play at 
such an elite level, Budiman had only one 
answer.

“I do everything for my fans and my team-
mates. Especially my fans.”

STAFF REPORT

Puru Sankar ’20

A self-proclaimed nightmare for his 
opponents, Puru Sankar ’20 is a threat on 
both sides of the ball. This year, Sankar has 
returned to his previous soccer glory after 
many years away from the sport. In just his 
first season of Cluster Soccer, Sankar has 
been recognized as an All-Star, which does 
not come as a surprise to the breakout player.

Sankar wrote in an email to The Phillipian, 
“Well, personally, I like to consider myself a 
humble person. Looking through the list of 
players enrolled in Cluster Soccer, my skill 
set and talent are almost unmatched, and 
therefore I’m not surprised about my All-
Star status.” 

Sankar has earned the nickname the 
“Brick Wall” due to his strong defensive play 
all season. Sankar, however considers him-
self a two-way player.

“It shows during the game — how domi-
nant I am on the offensive side of the ball. On 
the defensive side, I’m commonly known as 
the ‘Brick Wall’ because it’s extremely hard 
for someone to pass me. In goal, I’m a night-
mare for the opposing team, making all their 
efforts to score completely useless,” wrote 
Sankar.

As a player with immense talent, San-
kar hears criticism frequently, especially in 
regards to his large stature. Fellow Cluster 
Soccer All-Star Ugo Ogonuwe ’20 was quick 
to call out Sankar for the advantages his size 

grants him.
“If Puru were a little bit shorter he would 

be a little better at the game, but I’d say Pu-
ru’s tall stature helps him,” said Ogonuwe.

“The best part of soccer was being able to 
play a friendly, yet competitive game against 
my friends. Being able to spend the time after 
school with some friends playing soccer was 
a new experience for me, since this was my 
first time playing Cluster Soccer at [Ando-
ver],” wrote Sankar.

Sankar looks forward to another year of 
Cluster Soccer.

STAFF REPORT

Ugo Ogonuwe ’20

“The ball came and I kicked it, and it 
went straight up and it stayed in the air 
for about five seconds. The ball came 
back down, hit someone on my team, 
and went inside our goal,” said Cluster 
All-Star Ugo O’Gonuwe ’20 on his most 
memorable play.

Ogonuwe has led Team GirlBall with 
his extensive soccer knowledge. O’Go-
nuwe played soccer for six years until 
sixth grade, when he suffered what he 
thought to be a horrific, career-ending 
knee injury. Following his return to the 
game this fall, there is no doubt that 
O’Gonuwe will go down as one of Clus-
ter Soccer’s all-time greats.

Many of his competitors believe this 
award was well-deserved, including 
fellow Cluster All-Star Puru Sankar 
’20.

Sankar wrote in an email to The Phil-
lipian, “There is one player I believe 
correctly earned the Cluster All-Star 
status, and his name is Ugo. His nat-
ural and incredible athleticism is off 
the charts and allows him to be an all-
time Cluster Soccer great. His massive 
build allows him to be successful in 
goal, and his coordination, speed, and 
agility contributed to the insane num-
ber of goals he scored this season. I’m 

also truly humbled by his greatness as 
a goalie.”

O’Gonuwe claims his team, GirlBall, 
should have made it to the finals. De-
spite not bringing home the champion-
ship, he enjoys playing on his team and 
even embraces the name. 

“I’m on GirlBall, a girls team. I’d 
say that the term ‘GirlBall’ was pretty 
much coined by our group in and off 
the field,” said O’Gonuwe.

AREN EGWUEKWE

CLUSTER ALL STARS
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