
On October 12, 1998, col-
lege student Matthew Shep-
ard died after being abduct-
ed and beaten by two men 
in Laramie, Wyo.. Composer 
Craig Hella Johnson and his 
Grammy Award-winning cho-
ral ensemble Conspirare tell 
Shepard’s story in the musical 
work ‘Considering Matthew 
Shepard.’ 

Johnson and Conspirare 
performed excerpts from the 
work and discussed its sig-
nificance at Wednesday’s All-
School Meeting (ASM). 

In forming Conspirare, 
Johnson sought to create a tal-
ented group of musicians who 

were dedicated to both their 
work and its impact on the 
world. According to Johnson, 
Conspirare has achieved just 
that. 

“I wanted to see if it is pos-
sible to create a community 
of musicians who make music 
at the highest level and just 
wanted to say, could this be a 
group of world-class artists 
who also are dedicated to re-
ally caring about one another 
and caring about their world 
and not only focusing on their 
craft but using their gifts to 
share broader messages, to let 
music speak through them and 
be really conscious and aware 
of the potential of art’s impact 
on all of us and the way it can 
transform our perspective,” 
said Johnson during ASM. 

Henry Crater ’20, a mem-
ber of The Fidelio Society and 
Chorus, said that seeing Con-
spirare perform live was an ex-
citing experience for him, and 
that he hoped other students 
were inspired to go to Conspi-
rare’s concert that night. 

“I thought the ASM was re-
ally awesome because I’ve ac-
tually never heard Conspirare 
sing one of their pieces [full 
out], so that was sort of a first 
sneak peek, and I’m really glad 
they did it at ASM because I 
think a lot of students were 
like, ‘Woah, that’s super cool. 
I gotta go see that tonight.’ I 
hope a lot of students thought 
that,” said Crater. 

The Andover community is 
defined, in part, by diversity. One 
component of that is interna-
tional diversity: students from all 
around the globe. For the past 50 
years, some of Andover’s inter-
national students have found the 
school through a program known 
as ASSIST.

ASSIST is a longstanding U.S.-
based non-profit program that 
helps multilingual international 
students study in independent 
American schools with full schol-
arships. ASSIST has supported 
5,210 students from 52 countries 
since it was founded in 1969. 

The organization aims to 
match students to appropriate 
schools based on their individual 
pursuits in academics and extra-
curricular activities. Each year, 
Andover welcomes one ASSIST 
scholar to the community. Jim 
Ventre ’79, Dean of Admission 
and Financial Aid, explained that 
Andover was a founding member 
school of ASSIST and continues 
to be a strong supporter of the 
organization. 

Ventre said, “Andover was 
a founding member of ASSIST 
50 years ago. On October 12, the 
ASSIST program is in fact cele-
brating 50 years of their tradition 
of bringing these incredible stu-
dents to these schools with a din-
ner in Washington D.C. We are 
not able to attend due to Family 
Weekend, but they have gra-
ciously invited us. Just recently, 
[Jill] Thompson, [Director of Ad-
mission,] received an award from 
ASSIST on behalf of Andover to 
recognize our 50 years of collab-
oration in the program.” 

Thompson says she believes 
that Andover’s goals align with 
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 David Fox 
Presents

 ‘Perceptions 
of Color: 

Seeing And 
Being in The 
Racialized 

World’

The video of Eric Garner’s 
suffocation depicts white po-
lice officers putting Garner, 
a black man, in a chokehold. 
When these videos surface, 
different people will interpret 
the situation in dramatical-
ly different ways, according 
to David Fox, Instructor in 
English and Interdisciplinary 
Studies. 

Fox examines these inter-
pretations in his presentation, 
“Perceptions of Color: Seeing 
and Being in the Racialized 
World.”

On October 4, Fox pre-
sented the first installment 
of the 2018-2019 Madison 
Smith Presentation Series. 
The Department of Interdis-
ciplinary Studies will pilot 
this series, named after Mad-
ison Smith, Class of 1873, who 
was born into slavery in North 
Carolina, and moved to the 
north after his emancipation.

“The presentation emerges 
from my interest in herme-
neutics, the study of interpre-
tation, particularly the work 
of Gadamer and Heidegger, 
and my concern about the vast 
ways in which white suprem-
acy, among other things, dic-
tate how we both experience 
and how we read the world,” 
wrote Fox in an email to The 
Phillipian.

Continued on A5, Column 4Continued on A5, Column 1

Musical Ensemble Conspirare Spreads 
Message of Love During ASM

ZACH MOYNIHAN & 
SOPHIA LEE

Continued on A7, Column 1

GISELLE JONES-MOLLOD

National Coming Out Day and the 30th Anniversary of 
Gender Sexuality Alliance (G.S.A.) on Campus

In celebration of the thirti-
eth anniversaries of both Na-
tional Coming Out Day and 
Andover’s Gender Sexuality 
Alliance (G.S.A.), G.S.A. host-
ed a coming out panel at which 
members of the community 
shared their own coming out 
experiences. 

Marisela Ramos, Instructor 
in History and Social Science 
and LGBTQIA+ Adult Coordi-
nator, organized the hour-long 
event on October 11. 

“The more that we share 
these stories and people hear 
them, it becomes more accept-
able and [an] accepting place. 
The fact that we can have one, 
the fact that we had a G.S.A. 
for 30 years, means that people 
are interested and they want to 
learn more, whether you are 
queer or not,” said Ramos in an 
interview with The Phillipian.

According to GSANetwork.
org, G.S.A.’s goal is to provide 
a safe and supportive environ-
ment for the LGBTQIA+ youth 
to talk about sexual orienta-
tion, gender identity, and ex-
pression.

Ramos said, “I was glad to 
see a lot of allies in the audi-
ence during the event, but I 
think it is also crucial for oth-
er queer people to know that 
there isn’t one way of being 
queer. I think oftentimes when 
people come out, they feel the 
need the learn how to be gay. 
There isn’t one way, but multi-
ple methods, and so [the panel] 
is a way for people to support 
each other.” 

Ramos says she feels that 
her presence as a queer facul-
ty member and the LGBTQIA+ 
Adult Coordinator indicates 
that there is strong support 
from the administration for 
queer faculty and students.

“I am the [LGBTQIA+] 
Adult Coordinator, so I most-

ly work with the adult sides 
of things. The fact that my po-
sition exists means that one, 
there is enough [LGBTQIA+] 
faculty on this campus, but it 
also means that there is strong 
support from administration 
and other colleagues. That is 
really important for helping 
to improve this campus,” said 
Ramos.

The event took place at the 
Rebecca M. Sykes Wellness 
Center. According to Karin 
Ulanovsky ’20, an attendee 
who shared her coming out 
story, this area was relatively 
small and purposefully inti-
mate. 

“I decided to share my story 
because I feel like it is one that 
has a lot of experiences in it 
that could relate to all different 
kinds of queer youth. The idea 
of cultural differences between 
me and my parents or grand-
parents, as well as the ideas 
of first experience with your 
peers and adults… all these 
different dynamics, and how 
societal expectations have in-
fluenced that,” said Ulanovsky 
in an interview with The Phil-
lipian.

Ulanovsky says she believes 
that these conversations are 
especially important in set-
tings like Andover where stu-
dents are isolated from their 
families. She says she hopes 
that in sharing stories and be-
ing open about discussions, 
students will consider Andover 
a safe, accepting environment 
for coming out. 

“There are lots of people 
who still feel like they can’t 
come out for some reasons. It 
is important that they see oth-
er people who do feel like they 
can come out and provide them 
courage,” said Ulanovsky.  

Ulanovsky also said she 
hopes that faculty members 
will feel support from the stu-
dents.

“In the 21st century, youth 

coming out stories are widely 
different from adult coming 
out stories, because it was such 
a different time when adults 
came out. As much as they still 
suffer from coming out, [the 
youth now] have many possi-
bilities to be fully accepted by 
their peers. It is such a differ-
ent circumstance that I hope 
the adults feel student support 
or hope from this, especial-
ly that the movement is going 
towards a positive direction,” 
said Ulanovsky. 

Bea Hruska ’20, another 
panelist, said she was inspired 
to share her coming out story 
because she has had mostly 
positive responses from the 
people around her before. She 
says she hopes that her story 
helps others who struggle with 
coming out and uplifts those 
who had negative experiences.

“Andover has existed 
through many parts of queer 

history, both when the stu-
dents here were unable to ever 
come out, up to now when we 
are able to have a day all about 
coming out. The work is not 
finished, but I feel like Coming 
Out Day can act as a celebra-
tion to the progress that has 
been made, along with a me-
morial to all who could have 
benefited from that progress 
but never got to see it,” wrote 
Hruska in an email to The Phil-
lipian.

Liv Martens ’19, who attend-
ed the event, said she enjoyed 
listening to the stories panel-
ists shared and recognizing the 
history of G.S.A.

“I think that it is import-
ant to recognize the history 
of G.S.A., and it certainly was 
a nice experience to hear the 
stories of what other peers 
have [gone] through in part of 
their lives. If one feels uncom-
fortable at the moment, it is 

okay to not come out to every-
one. However, there are always 
people who support and accept 
you on this campus, no matter 
who you are,” said Martens. 

According to Ramos, the 
biggest obstacle in coming out 
for many young people has to 
do with family. She says it is 
important to have conversa-
tions about coming out expe-
riences so that those who are 
facing potential conflict with 
family members can learn how 
to navigate it. 

Ramos said, “Ways that al-
lies can help [are] by hearing 
these stories and becoming 
more knowledgeable about 
what exactly are the implica-
tions of coming out and con-
cerns. Coming out is very real 
and exciting but a potentially 
frightening situation. Know-
ing a potential question that a 
queer student might have is al-
ways the first step.”

AARON CHUNG
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Bea Hruska ’20, Sam Yoon ’19, Miles McCain  ’19, and Karin Ulanovsky ’20 attended the celebratory G.S.A. meeting. 
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Editorial

Former Saudi Arabian journalist, Wash-
ington Post columnist, and author, Jamal 
Khashoggi, was last seen alive two weeks 
ago while entering the Saudi Consulate in 
Istanbul, Turkey. His disappearance has 
resulted in jarring reports by the media, 
including assumptions about a possible 
kidnapping and gruesome murder, as well 
as global speculation as to what really hap-
pened inside the Saudi Consulate. Though 
Khashoggi’s death remains unconfirmed, 
the United States took six days to issue any 
official statement, according to the Boston 
Globe. This period of reluctant inaction 
reflects an unwillingness to enforce cen-
tral democratic principles in the face of 
economic backlash.

These six days have shown a prioriti-
zation of maintaining economically ben-
eficial relationships over the unjust treat-
ment of an American Permanent Resident 
and journalist. The press’ right to report 
on issues, controversial or not, should re-
main protected and separate, and the ne-
gation of this right sets a dangerous prec-
edent for the treatments of journalists on 
a domestic and international stage, further 
undermining the press’ role in checking 
government power.

Khashoggi’s last article, filed to The 
Washington Post before his disappear-
ance, was published on October 17. Titled, 
“What the Arab world needs most is free 
expression,” Khashoggi describes the free-
dom of the press as a means not only to ex-
press freely one’s opinions, but also as a 
driving factor for social change. He wrote, 
“We need to provide a platform for Arab 
voices. Through the creation of an inde-
pendent international forum… ordinary 
people in the Arab world would be able to 
address the structural problems their so-
cieties face.”

To be reluctant to pursue consequences 
in the face of a journalist’s alleged mur-
der, whether true or otherwise, is to over-
look what makes independent journalism 
crucial. Like Khashoggi says, freedom 
of expression enables people of all back-
grounds and statuses to report on the pow-
erful and hold them accountable. And this 
right transcends economic policies — it 
speaks to what it means to be an American 
citizen.

This editorial represents the views of 
The Phillipian, vol. CXLI.
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WHEN PEOPLE 
imagine ideal tour-
ists, the polite and re-

spectful ones, massive hoards of 
Chinese tourists are definitely 
not what comes to mind. There 
is a pervasive yet unspoken ste-
reotype surrounding Chinese 
tourists that regards them as 
rude, culture-disrespecting, 
and pushy. Chinese tourists are 
painted as people who know 
nothing about the refined prac-
tices of Western culture. This 
stereotype is quite true in some 
scenarios, as many stereotypes 
are, but what transpired this 
past month in Stockholm — a 
complete mockery and derision 
of Chinese tourists and Chinese 
people in general — completely 
crossed the line. 

Earlier this month, a Chi-
nese family arrived earlier 
than planned at the Genera-
tor Hostel in Stockholm. The 
hostel staff refused to allow 
a man, Zeng, and his elderly 

parents to wait out the night 
in their lobby until check-
in opened, even when Zeng 
said that his parents were ill. 
The hostel staff contacted the 
Swedish police, who dragged 
his family out of the hostel 
and dropped them off at a 
graveyard in southern Stock-
holm.

The blame is not to be 
placed solely on the family or 
the police. At first, the Chi-
nese family was in the wrong 
by refusing to leave private 
property. They were trespass-
ing, which gave the police au-
thority to force them outside. 
However, by using unneces-
sary aggression and dropping 
the family off at a graveyard 
in the middle of the night 
with no food, directions, or 
means of returning to the city 
center, the police absolutely 
violated the boundaries of 
their authority. 

Several days later, “Svenska 
Nyheter,” a Swedish week-
ly comedy show known for 
mocking current events and 
news stories, aired a racist 
comedy skit about the event. 
The host of the show, Jesper 
Ronndahl, began, “Swedes 
hate racism — as long as we’re 
not talking about the Chinese 
and the Russians, of course,” 
and continued, “No politically 
correct campaign in the world 
can eliminate the Swedes’ 
hatred for the Russians. And 
that is probably because most 
of Russia is in Asia. They are 

almost Chinese.” The show 
also included a mock infor-
mation session telling Chi-
nese tourists: “We do not 
poop outside historic build-
ings… and if you see someone 
who’s out walking a dog, it’s 
not because they just bought 
lunch.” “Svenska Nyheter” 
later uploaded a video of the 
skit onto Youku, a Chinese 
video service.

Ronndahl’s disrespectful 
actions elevated this incident 
into an international dispute. 
Calling the program “a gross 
insult to, and vicious attack 
on, China and the Chinese 
people,” ministry spokesman 
Geng Shuang said on Mon-
day that China strongly con-
demned the show’s actions 
and demanded the station 
“take immediate measures to 
eliminate the extremely neg-
ative impact” of Ronndahl, 
Svenska Nyheter, and the 
Swedish embassy itself — and 
rightfully so. Ronndahl has 
refused to apologize, citing a 
lack of wrongful action and 
a meaningless attack upon 
him and his show. In a di-
rect, racist attack against not 
only Chinese tourists but also 
Chinese people in general, 
Ronndahl has blatantly deni-
grated Chinese culture.

Stereotypes about Chinese 
tourists are not always false. 
Many Chinese tourists have 
certainly earned the repu-
tation of being rude, inap-
propriate, and disrespectful 

when traveling abroad — but 
so have other tourists from 
around the world. This ste-
reotype does not give anyone 
the right to attack and direct 
racist insults towards Chi-
nese culture and the country 
as a whole. 

As Chinese–Swedish rela-
tions continue to weaken, 
the stereotype of Chinese 
tourists, and Chinese people 
in general, has been at the 
forefront of international at-
tention. So, although Chinese 

tourists are certainly not per-
fect, when someone takes this 
stereotype and turns it into an 
excuse for racism — as Jesper 
Ronndahl did — an appropri-
ate response must be issued. 

JONATHAN FU

Jonathan Fu is a two-year 
Lower from Short Hills, N.J. 
Contact the author jfu21@
andover.edu.

The Chinese Tourist Phenomenon
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MANY OF US have 
heard impassioned ar-
guments about “learn-

ing styles.” Whether determined 
by online quizzes, personal 
reflection, or teachers’ judge-
ment, students all over the world 
know if they are auditory, visual, 
hands-on, or reading learners. 
These distinct categories often 
shape their study habits and 
academic choices. Yet a large 
body of research suggests that 
constraining oneself to a single 
“learning style” does not reflect 
our true learning patterns.

It’s important to define 
the original purpose of these 
learning style labels. In the 
early 1990s, a man named 
Neil Fleming began to sort 
through the evidence of a 
problem that had puzzled 
him for years: as a school 
inspector, he witnessed the 
widely varying effective-
ness of teachers’ pedagogy. 
Why did some teachers fare 
so much better than others 
in terms of student engage-
ment? What were they doing 
differently?

To explore this problem, 
he created a “modal learn-
ing preference” question-
naire named VARK, which 
stands for “Visual, Auditory, 
Reading, and Kinesthetic.” 
The 13-question quiz sorts 
students into four catego-
ries: students who learn best 
visually, through heard in-
formation, through reading, 
and through hands-on ex-
perience.  Fleming posited 
that each of us have wildly 

different learning styles, and 
that our unconscious prefer-
ences impact our learning, 
retention, and overall per-
formance. If teachers’ meth-
ods agreed with our learning 
style, he argued, our perfor-
mance would substantially 
improve. 

Fast forward to today: 
learning styles have become 
inextricable from education. 
They serve as a classifica-
tion, yes, but also as a cage. 
In a 2009 study by the Cen-
ter for Cognitive Neurosci-
ence, researchers found that 
students who knew their 
learning styles actually tried 
to mold thought patterns to 

these styles. When asked a 
knowledge-based question, 
visual learners tried to cre-
ate an image, and verbalizers 
attempted to form germane 
words. But results stayed 
constant — visualizers and 
verbalizers received the same 
results regardless of which 
learning style they used. 

Since depending on one 
specific learning 
style doesn’t 

necessarily improve personal 
performance, it is important 
to avoid strictly classifying 
oneself as a particular learn-
er. After all, drawing dia-
grams is probably futile for a 
French test but may be ben-
eficial for biology. In other 
words, rather than focusing 
on concrete categorizations, 
we should experiment with 
different styles and tech-
niques for different tasks. 

I have had countless 
conversations where 
teachers are blamed for 
not interacting with a 
specific learning style. It 
is all too easy to blame 
a mismatch in learning 
styles for a student’s 
poor performance. Sup-
posed “incompatibility” 
with a teacher’s style 
is merely a symptom 
of a fixed mindset. In-
stead of accepting and 
growing from failure, 
we often blame exter-
nal factors, like learn-
ing styles. Although it 
may be easy to pro-
claim that there is 

only one way we 

can absorb information, we 
can’t allow ourselves to nar-
row down our style and scope 
of learning — this can actual-
ly be destructive to the learn-
ing process. 

Since realizing this, I have 
become more mindful about 
my learning. Instead of rush-
ing to use the technique 
that “fits” with my “learning 
style,” I reflect on strategy 
and best practices for com-
pleting tasks. This allows 
me to be a much more con-
scious learner. After all, we 
are here to learn, and it’s in 
our best interest if we invest 
ourselves fully in — and en-
joy — our learning process. 
Unconstrained by category, 
we can embrace the new op-
portunities available to us. In 
short, by letting go of learn-
ing styles, we’ll learn that 
anything is possible.

CROSS COUNTRY 
is a sport that never 
stops. Whether it be a 

blazing summer day or a chilly 
autumn afternoon, we always 
hit the trail sparing little regard 
for the sweat that will drench us. 
As one of my forerunners used 
to say, there have been times 
when the team would wish for 
earthquakes, divine interven-
tions, or even alien invasions to 
disrupt their practice. Alas, all 
that has been wishful thinking, 
and I doubt any of it will ever 
happen. And yet, I soon found 
that over the course of my cross 
country journey it is exactly the 
obstinate quality of cross coun-
try that I find to be so 
mesmerizing. 

I grew up in an environ-
ment where the only place to 
run was a two-hundred me-
ter track in my school. No-
body took our practices seri-
ously. And even the slightest 
raindrops and the smallest 
excuses made by runners sig-
naled the immediate “need” 
to head back inside — admit-
tedly, I was no exception. 

So you can imagine the sur-
prise I felt when I had my 
first run through the Cochran 
Bird Sanctuary with my fel-
low training group members. 
What a day it was! The wind 
and trees whistled their wel-
comes. The trail, though lit-
tered with tiny pebbles, felt 
firm and supportive. Animals 
of all kinds rustled in the 
underbrush, peeking at us 
between leaves. It was truly 
an amazing experience, and, 
for quite a long time, all my 
weariness from running was 
washed away — all that was 
left was the pleasure of 
intimately communicat-
ing with nature. 

Despite my initial luster, 
the hard days where I wished 
to just give up became nu-
merous. Soon, all I remem-
bered doing were tedious hill 
workouts, back and forth, up 
and down Heartbreak Hill. 
One day I sprained my ankle, 
and when it finally healed, 
my two-mile recovery run 
was more than miserable 
due to the harsh and relent-
less rain. My heart and body 
quivered with exhaustion as 
the whole world blended into 
the darkening sky and I could 
see nothing but the shadows 
of my companions. I felt as if 
the Earth was crushing the 
air out of my lungs. But one 
thing kept me going — the 
sound of uniform footsteps, 
mellow but full of rhythm, 
that told me I wasn’t alone. I 
knew we had each other.

Now that weeks have flown 
by, I realize that I had never 

completely recovered 
from the bad experi-

ences. First I had 

sprained my ankle, then I in-
jured my knee, and my god-
knows-what will certainly be 
next. My speed also proved 
to be slower than average, 
as I was one of the few who 
still had not moved up into 
JV. Even though my average 
became slower, I can say one 
thing for myself: I have run 
my best in every practice, 
and I have begun to enjoy the 
experience. I have outgrown 
the episodes of self-question-
ing that had plagued my ear-
lier sessions.

Last Saturday, when the 
JV boys gathered around in 
preparation for a race (after 
I finally made the team), Sam 
Baxter-Bray ’20 delivered a 
speech. “Your goal for today,” 
he said, “is to have nothing 
left in your tank the moment 

you cross the finish line. Do 
you remember the pain? The 
pain of those hill workouts, 
the pain of those practices 
in the rain? Well, this is the 
place to use that pain, boys! 
We’ve been working hard 
this season, let’s show them 
what we’ve got!” 

Sam’s words resonated 
with me, and I ran hard. I 
went across the lawn, be-
hind Cochran Chapel, and 
into the Sanctuary. My legs 
began to tremble and ache, 
but I pushed through. I heard 
footsteps urging me onwards 
and saw tree branches sway-
ing in support. Up I went: Log 
Cabin, Heartbreak Hill, then 
back to the gates, without the 
slightest notion of a pause. I 
now know that cross country 
was never about the trophies, 
the records, or moving up 
into JV. It is and has always 
been about running nonstop, 
in whatever situation, with 
the obstinacy that truly de-
fines cross country.

Learned Labels

Gayatri Rajan is a Junior 
from Mason, Ohio. contact 
the author at grajan22@an-
dover.edu.
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Due to the renovation of the Oliver Wendell Holmes Library, the robotics lab is now located in a Borden Memorial 
Gym squash court.

The squash courts in Bor-
den Memorial Gym are usual-
ly whirring with the sounds of 
racquets and squash balls. But 
recently, two of the courts in 
Borden have taken on a new 
purpose: transforming into 
spaces for the golf and robot-
ics teams. 

After 12 new squash courts 
opened in the Snyder Center, 
many of the courts in Borden 
have been repurposed. One 
court now has a golf simulator, 
installed last spring, which al-
lows the golf team to practice 
indoors during the off-sea-
son and in inclement weath-
er. Another court houses the 
robotics lab, which relocated 
because of the Oliver Wendell 
Holmes Library (OWHL) ren-
ovation. 

The VEX Robotics team, 
which used to work in a 
room on the third floor of the 
OWHL, now uses the robot-
ics lab in the squash courts. 
Nathan Wang ’19, Co-Head of 
VEX Robotics, said that the 
club had been looking for dif-
ferent spaces since the end of 
last year. 

“Towards the end of Spring 
Term last year, we knew that 
the library was closing down 
for this year so we had to look 
for alternatives, and one of 
our club members suggested, 
‘Hey, they built the Snyder 
Center, so there’s a bunch of 
old squash courts around, and 
they already converted one of 
them into a golf simulator, so 
maybe we can take another 
on,’ ” said Nathan Wang. “We 
talked to [Michael Barker, Di-

rector of Academy Research, 
Information, and Library Ser-
vices,] about it, and then he 
was able to work out a deal.”

Bill Qin ’19, a member of 
VEX Robotics, explained how 
the shift in space has come 
with unexpected challenges, 
including space, noise, and ac-
cessibility. 

“Squash is a very loud sport, 
and sometimes when we’re 
trying to discuss something… 
you can just hear the ball… 
A challenge has [definitely] 
been space and noise. Space 
has been very tight, and we’re 
not used to being constrained 

to a singular squash court, so 
oftentimes we would… take 
over another one, temporar-
ily. Another issue is that new 
members have found it hard 
to find the squash courts, be-
cause it’s somewhere new 
people wouldn’t know where 
it is,” said Qin. 

Qin, however, also noted 
that despite these new con-
straints, VEX Robotics has 
adapted well to the new space. 

Qin said,“It’s nice and cozy. 
I think it’s a little smaller than 
our old home on the third 
floor of the library, but it’s still 
nice, and we can still manage.” 

Another use of the courts 
is a golf simulator, which was 
installed to address the lack of 
practice options for members 
of the golf team during the fall 
and winter, according to Brian 
Faulk, Coach of Andover Golf.

“We wanted to practice 
during the winter months. 
Golf is one of the few sports 
that we have to go off campus, 
so [it was installed] to provide 
access to our student athletes 
to practice during the winter 
months when it was cold out-
side. Also it was something 
where we could stay on cam-
pus, which we thought was 

important. We also thought it 
would be a good team bonding 
exercise,” said Faulk.

Toby Wang ’21, a member 
of the golf team, said, “I’m us-
ing [the simulator in Borden]. 
I feel like people are going to 
use it a lot in the winter, and 
hopefully it’s going to be help-
ful.”

In addition to providing 
critical practice opportunities 
for the golf team, the golf sim-
ulator also tracks data such 
as swing speed and club face 
angle, which can be used to 
analyze a player’s areas for 
improvement.

Faulk said, “One of the cool 
things of the machine is… 
there’s a lot of technical data 
that you can glean and ana-
lyze over time which, I think, 
as students learn more about 
their swings in games, they 
can apply on the course.”

Faulk says he hopes that 
the simulator will help his 
team improve its skills over 
the course of the year. 

Faulk continued, “The data 
that we’re able to glean from 
this, it’s called the track data, 
[and it’s] for students to be 
able to perfect their swings 
mechanically and also get a 
sense of how far they hit each 
club. I think it’s certainly nice; 
it’s a really cool device and 
fun to play with, so I hope kids 
have fun.”

Although the simulator is 
open to the public, it is only 
available during gym hours 
and for at least two people, ac-
cording to Wang. Those who 
wish to use the simulator who 
are not on the golf team must 
meet with Faulk beforehand. 

SOPHIA LEE & 
AVA RATCLIFF

Golf Clubs and Robotics Club: 
A New Life for Borden Memorial Gym Squash Courts

FAMILY WEEKEND
STAFF REPORT

Celeste Robinson ’22

Claire Brady ’20

Sebastian Frankel ’20 
It was great to see my parents after several 
weeks of school.  We attended college 
counseling seminars and [went] shopping, 
which was very enjoyable.  Going out to 
dinner off campus with my parents was 
great as well, because I sometimes really 
get bored of [Paresky] Commons food. It 
was great to see my parents enjoying my 
classes and meeting my teachers. 

Carmel 
Fitzgibbon ’22 

I thought that Family Weekend as a 
[Junior] was definitely a new expe-
rience.  We are away from home, and 
everything experience is new.  Family 
Weekend was a great time for stu-
dents to reflect on how it has gone 
so far. 

Jennifer Elliott ’94 
(Dean of Students and 

Residential Life and Instructor in 
History)

One of my favorite aspects about Family Weekend is 
meeting the families of my students. [Head of School] 

John Palfrey and I always joke that parents will sit in the 
same seats that their kids do during the day.  And meeting fam-

ilies gives us another little window into the lives of our students, 
which is really great fun.  And of course, Grasshopper Night 

is always the best,  and this year did not let us down.  
It was an awesome,  awesome celebration of our 

students creativity,  and talent, and herculean 
efforts to coordinate such an enormous 

cast into such an awesome show.

Jeffrey Kao ’19 
Family Weekend is always an amazing 
chance for parents to come to campus 
and see what our lives at school are like. 
For many parents,  it can feel odd not 
knowing much about their child’s life,  and 
I think the Family Weekend programming 
does a good job of showing parents what 
exactly it is we do every day here at 
[Andover].

Chenault Ellis ’22

Catherine J. Carter 
(Instructor in Classics)

Emily Jackson ’19 

Matt Suri ’21 

I enjoyed Family Weekend because I 
performed with Hypnotiq in Grasshopper 

for the first time and my parents came up to 
see me.  The Grasshopper experience was espe-
cially fun because I did Mrs. [Vivien] Mallick’s, 
[Director of Admission Operations,] Instagram 
takeover and reported backstage on what the 

Grasshopper was like.  That was for sure the 
highlight of my weekend, next to seeing 

my parents.

Benjamin Reitz 
(Instructor in Chinese, 

House Counselor) 

[Family Weekend was] really great. I 
got to see my parents. They came up 
and we went out to dinner with my 
brother,  so that was very fun to get 
to see them.  It relieved a lot of my 
stress to get to see them and be re-
minded of home and was a nice break. 

It was really nice to have parents and 
other family members here to learn 
about what classes we’re taking and to 
see some of the sporting events, and 
it was just in general really nice for 
everyone’s families to be here. It was 
a very cheery environment [on cam-
pus]. 

The teachers telling us we would not 
be given as much work, that was a 
lie. I spent time with my mother with-
out any expectation that I would be 
drowned come Monday night. On 
Monday night, I spent the entirety of 
the afternoon in my dorm room grind-
ing out the work. I ended up not doing 
my homework for three of my classes 
the next day.  Tuesday was very stressful. 

I always enjoy meeting my students’ 
parents.  This year,  Family Weekend 
was well-timed because it seemed like 
everyone truly welcomed the chance 
to get some rest and see their families.

Family Weekend this year was a nice 
chance to connect with the students’ 
parents for America House, updating 
them on some information about the 
gas emergency.  It was nice to meet 
individually with a couple of parents 

and talk about some questions that 
came up.

Family Weekend allowed parents 
to attend mock classes and meet 
their children’s teachers. There 

were no classes on Monday, giving 
students time to spend with their 

families. 

I always love Family Weekend,  even 
though I am a day student,  because it 
gives me more time away from school 
work that I can spend with my family.  I 
am also always involved in Grasshopper, 
which is one of my favorite shows of the 
year,  so I love performing for all the stu-
dents and their families. 
 



Johnson explained how the 
music of ‘Considering Mat-
thew Shepard’ is meant to 
bring people together, both 
as individuals and as a whole 
community. He emphasized 
how each member of Conspi-
rare and of all communities 
as a whole have their own 
unique gifts.

“The other aspect of this 
is, can we be fully individuals 
and also know what the mean-
ing is to say that the whole is 
greater than the sum of our 
parts, so that even as wonder-
ful and fabulous as each one 
of us wants to become, all the 
dreams that you have, all the 
individual paths you want to 
follow, the things you want to 
be, can we do all of that and 
celebrate our unique gifts, 
our unique perspectives, our 
unique experience, be fully 
ourselves as an independent, 
autonomous being and at the 
same time, really celebrate 
that maybe even as wonderful 
as all that is, we’re even stron-
ger as a ‘we’, when we come 
together,” said Johnson.

Johnson also explained 
how Conspirare sought to ex-
plore the seemingly large di-
vides between groups of peo-
ple through their music, as 
well as the stories the music 
told. According to Johnson, 
he tried to ask, if not answer, 
fundamental questions about 
human nature and what binds 
us together. 

“We tell stories so that 
we can learn about who are 
and what we remember, and 
each one of us is doing that in 
our own unique way… We’re 
aware too that this is such a 
painful story to remember. 
It’s important, however, to re-
member it. We want to meet in 
these difficult places and re-
ally ask these questions about 
our human condition. In what 
way do I share any qualities 
with these perpetrators is one 
of the questions we ask. I ha-
ven’t murdered anyone, but 
are there ways that I partic-
ipate in a culture that allows 
acts of hate to be permissive? 
I want to ask those questions 
of myself, and I want us to ask 

them. How can we contribute 
to a more loving world?” said 
Johnson.

Rhea Chandran ’19, Co-
Head of the Fidelio Society 
and a member of Chorus, ex-
plained how being able to sing 
with Conspirare and witness 
them sing pieces from ‘Con-
sidering Matthew Shepard’ 
was impactful to her. Both the 
Fidelio Society and Chorus 
had the opportunity to work-
shop Johnson’s pieces, as well 
as joining Conspirare at their 
concert in one of the final 
songs of their movement, ‘All 
of Us.’

Chandran, along with 
Katherine Wang ’19 and Abi-
gail Johnson ’19, introduced 
Hella Johnson and Conspira-
re at the beginning of ASM. 

“It was really inspirational 
that I got to [introduce Hella 
Johnson] because this group 
has touched so many lives of 
students at [Andover] and 
because we’ve been singing 
their music and Dr. Craig Hel-
la Johnson’s music for a year 
now, so it was really meaning-
ful that I got to do that,” said 
Chandran. 

Hella Johnson also tried to 
integrate what he finds to be 
the fleeting nature of life into 
the composition, reminding 
the audience of their long-for-
gotten roots.

“Is there a way we can get 
back to remembering a sim-
pler way to live? Is there a 
way to get back to remember-
ing who we are more deeply 
in all the chaos that we see in 
our world and that we feel? 
We live lives of forgetting. We 
forget that original essence of 
who are,” said Hella Johnson.
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International Scholarship 
Program Celebrates 50th Year

Continued from A1, Column 1

NEWS IN BRIEF

This Week:
•	 The Academy Orchestras and Concert Bands 

held their Family Weekend Concert in Cochran 
Chapel on October 12. The Academy Chorus and 
The Fidelio Society also performed in the Chapel 
on October 13 for the Academy Choral Concert.

•	 On October 14, all Andover faculty and staff fam-
ilies were invited to pick pumpkins from the 

community garden behind Isham House from 
5:00p.m.-5:30 p.m.

•	 Applications for Abbot Grants, funds from the 
Abbot Academy Fund to help students start proj-
ects or clubs, were due on October 15. 

•	 The Rebecca M. Sykes Wellness Center had an 
open clinic for free flu shots for all students 
starting on October 13.

Looking Ahead: 
•	 Next Friday, LGBTQIA+ advocate Sarah Prag-

er will speak in Kemper Auditorium at 7:00 p.m. 
She is acclaimed for her work in LGBTQIA+ his-
tory which includes being an author, the creator 
of an app, and the host of a YouTube series.  

REPORTING BY LEXIE MARIANO

the vision of the ASSIST program. 
“Our commitment here at 

Andover is to recruit youth from 
every quarter. ASSIST has the 
same goal. We work well togeth-
er because our missions align in 
that way with a common vision. 
So what is important to Andover 
is also very important to ASSIST,” 
said Thompson.

Thompson also attributes the 
close relationship between An-
dover and the ASSIST program to 
ASSIST’s ability to select students 
who will be suitable for Andover’s 
unique setting. She says she be-
lieves that when ASSIST schol-
ars attend Andover, learning goes 
both ways: domestic students can 
learn from the experiences of in-
ternational students, and when 
international students return to 
their home countries, they can 
share what they learned about 
American culture. 

Thompson said, “One of the 
benefits of the partnership with 
ASSIST is that they have come 
to know Andover really well, and 
so they present candidates to us 
from far-reaching places who they 
think would be able to be success-
ful in our community… ASSIST 
knows that we have a large and 
complex community that requires 
a good level of independence. We 
have incoming Seniors who stay 
and graduate. They are typically 
here for an year, and then most of 
them return to their home coun-
tries and share… their experience 
with everybody in their commu-
nity.”

During their one year stay at 
school, selected ASSIST scholars 
at Andover serve as cultural am-
bassadors for their country while 
focusing on academic abilities, 

leadership skills, and global per-
spectives.

Monika Nemcova ’19, a student 
from the Czech Republic, shared 
her personal experience at An-
dover as the 2018-2019 ASSIST 
Scholar. 

Nemcova said, “I really wanted 
to go abroad for one year, but the 
problem was that schools costed 
a lot of money compared to the 
one I was attending. As I looked 
around, ASSIST appeared to me 
as the best organization for what 
I wanted. That meant an oppor-
tunity to study in a prestigious 
school.”

“I love volunteering and aca-
demics in general, and they are 
some of the traits of Andover. 
That was most likely the reason 
why ASSIST thought this school 
would be a great match for me,” 
Nemcova continued.

Ventre said that the connection 
between Andover and the ASSIST 
program is strong and beneficial 
for both sides. He emphasized the 
fact that ASSIST scholars who 
come to Andover are able to con-
nect with Andover’s values, such 
as diversity. 

“These are very dynamic stu-
dents who have choice in their 
opportunities and Andover is a 
welcoming community that em-
braces this diversity. That attracts 
these students to want to be part 
of our community. I think our 
preference has been that we help 
through ASSIST to identify stu-
dents who line up with the val-
ues of Andover. You should know 
that we are heavily invested in the 
ASSIST program through these 
scholarship opportunities,” said 
Ventre.

Choral Group Conspirare Uses Music To Unify People Against Hatred

Continued from A1, Column 4
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The lyrics in “Considering Matthew Shepherd” were inspired by the tragedy of Matthew Shepherd’s murder in 
1998.

D.OWYANG/THEPHILLIPIAN

Choral Member of Conspirare belts out “I love the theater,” a line from Matthew Shepherd’s personal journal.
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Frank Sapienza, the crossing guard stationed at the crosswalk on Salem Street every morning last year, retired this 
May after ten years of overseeing this intersection. 

SAT Subject Test______    

Join the 
NEWS GANG!

Email alebaron20, 
rchang20, and snam20

Every morning last year, 
Frank Sapienza could be 
spotted directing cars and 
students in a reflective neon 
jacket amongst the bustle of 
early-morning traffic, en-
suring that everyone crossed 
Salem Street safely. 

Salem Street separates Bul-
finch Hall, the Rebecca M. 
Sykes Wellness Center, and 
most athletic facilities from 
the rest of campus.

In May of this year, af-
ter ten years overseeing the 
busy route, Sapienza retired 
from his position as the Salem 
Street crossing guard. Accord-
ing to “The Eagle Tribune,” 
the AAA Northeast Commu-
nity Traffic Safety Award pro-
gram recognized Sapienza as a 
“traffic safety hero.”

Now, Phillips Acade-
my Public Safety (PAPS) is 
searching for a new crossing 
guard.

“We have been looking 
for a replacement crossing 
guard, but so far have not had 
any luck hiring anyone. In 
the meantime, we have been 
posting [PAPS] Officers at the 
Salem Street crossing in the 
mornings until we find or hire 
a permanent replacement,” 
wrote Mark Leonard, Director 
of Campus Safety, in an email 
to The Phillipian.

After an accident involving 
the crosswalk occurred two 
years ago, the school installed 
flashing lights on Salem Street 
to alert cars of crossing stu-
dents. Sapienza’s job was 
to keep everyone safe while 
crossing as well as to keep 
traffic at a steady flow.

Emerald Tan ’20 said, “I 
think it’s really helpful [hav-

ing a traffic safety officer] be-
cause, especially in the morn-
ing, a lot of kids cross the 
streets and none of the cars 
can get by, and that happens 
at every intersection… I feel 
bad for the cars when I am a 
pedestrian and there is a huge 
line of cars and I know that no 
one is going to stop.”

Abhinav Tadikonda ’20 
agreed with Tan about the 
convenience and importance 
of having a crossing guard.

“The crossing guard real-
ly helps because they can di-
rect traffic and it makes our 
lives go so much smoother. 
There’s no hassle of trying to 
decide when to go or when to 
wait, and it just makes getting 
to class so much faster,” Ta-
dikonda said.

Donald Rzeppa, Public 
Safety Dispatcher, is one of 
the PAPS Officers temporarily 
posted at Salem Street.

“In my 22 years in the pub-
lic safety industry, I have had 
many opportunities for con-
ducting a safe crosswalk. I re-
ally love assisting all students, 
faculty, and staff at the Salem 
Street crosswalk. My favorite 
part of the job is seeing ev-
eryone and saying ‘Hello’ or  
‘Good Morning’ and wishing 
everyone a nice day. Seldom 
do I have a chance to see all of 
our community, and it helps 
me get to know whom I am 
helping,” wrote Rzeppa in an 
email to The Phillipian.

Wesley Maloney ’22 is an 
active skateboarder on cam-
pus who appreciates having a 
crossing guard.

“When coming to classes 
by skateboard, the officer is 
super helpful. He presses the 
button [for the flashing lights] 
and makes sure we can cross 
safely,” said Maloney.

In the mornings during 
rush hour, Rzeppa makes sure 
that cars get moving. At 3:00 
p.m., Rzeppa moves back to 
his dispatch desk to help the 
community in other ways.

“The only obstacle I can 
think of is keeping a balance 
of assisting students so they 
may get to class on time and 
not having a large traffic back-
up,” wrote Rzeppa.

Emily Smith ’22 and Ta-
dikonda both enjoy greet-
ing the crossing guard in the 
mornings.

“The officer on Salem 
Street makes sure that we get 
from Point A to B safely. He 
is really nice, and always says 
hello in the mornings,” said 
Smith.

“A lot of people just look 
down on the paths and don’t 
really say hi, but he keeps 
the energy light and is always 
smiling and saying, ‘Have a 
good day,’ which is awesome. 
He keeps my day positive,” 
said Tadikonda.

Daniela Velasquez ’22, like 
Smith and Tadikonda, wel-
comes the help of the crossing 
guards on Salem Street.

Velasquez said, “The offi-
cer is super friendly and al-
ways greets us and makes sure 
we are safe when crossing.”

PAPS has not yet hired a 
permanent crossing guard, 
but they are currently looking 
for one. 

Rzeppa wrote, “I encour-
age all to say hello and when 
we are present, and please 
press the button for the flash-
ing lights at all crosswalks.” 

KIRAN RAMRATNAM

The Traffic Heroes of Salem Street

Fall foliage is beginning to make a display on campus, pictured here in the Cochran Bird Sanctuary.                                                                        S.BAHNASY/THE PHILLIPIAN

PHOTO OF THE WEEK: FALLING IN LOVE WITH FOLIAGE



Outfitted with gadgets such 
as a virtual reality headset and 
multiple 3-D printers, The Nest 
allows the Andover community to 
manifest their ideas in real life by 
using the variety of tools available. 

The Nest, whose previous 
home was in the basement of the 
Oliver Wendell Holmes Library 
(OWHL), has been temporarily 
relocated to Gelb Science Center 
Room 307 during the OWHL’s 
renovation this year. 

Claudia Wessner, Makerspace 
Coordinator and Lead Experience 
Designer, said, “I think it is actu-
ally cool to make an adventure to 
have it in a different space for a 
year. I may get some new students 
in here that might not [have] come 
into the [The Nest who] are just 
in Gelb and they want to check it 
out. So it is actually kind of like a 
little ‘Nest on the Go.’ ”

Neil Thorley ’19 said that de-
spite its relocation, The Nest has 
been able to maintain its ultimate 
function of allowing students to 
create and design various proj-
ects. 

Thorley said, “I was wary [of 
the new space] at first, because I 
wasn’t sure how I would adapt… 
but ultimately I think it was a 
fairly good change. I think we 
may have in fact all the tools [we 
had in the old Nest]. Ultimately, 
it is functioning just as well. It is 
a little annoying that it is not in 
the space with the library… It’s 
less centralized, but ultimately for 
the purpose for projects, design-
ing and making things, I think it 
serves its functions very well.”

The Nest opened four years 
ago with only two Makerbot 
3-D printers. Now, The Nest is 
equipped with a machines such as 
an Oculus virtual reality headset 
as well as a vinyl cutter for stick-
ers, a laser cutter, and three sew-
ing machines.

Thorley said, “My favorite tool 

would probably be the laser cut-
ter. I just use it for so many things. 
I know a lot of classes use it. Cur-
rently, a History-100 uses it for [a 
project on] Plato’s Cave; Math-
360 [Precalculus Parametric and 
Polar Curves] uses it for a graph-
ing project. I most recently used it 
to make Model Nation awards [for 
an event] that was held on cam-
pus. It’s a very versatile tool that is 
limited by just your creativity and 
how you can make use of it.”

Wessner said, “We have almost 
a class from every department 
throughout the year. We do have 
a lot of history classes, which I 
think is awesome. [People] don’t 
usually think of history [as being 
able to utilize] The Nest, but it gets 
you thinking in a different way. It 
gets you hands-on, thinking about 
the concepts you are learning in a 
totally different environment.”

Claire Cahill ’22 is currently 
using The Nest for her project on 
Plato’s Cave in her History-100 
class. The class is using Adobe Il-
lustrator, a computerized illustra-

tion program, and the laser cutter 
to make a 3D model of a cave ac-
cording to Cahill.

In addition to academic class-
es, student-run clubs also uti-
lize the tools in The Nest. The 
club Eve Tech received funding 
through The Nest for its project to 
build a prosthetic hand. 

Thorley said, “One of the clubs 
I am part of, Eve Tech, is focused 
on innovative design process-
es. We are currently working on 
a prosthetic that can mimic a 
hand’s motion. We told [Michael] 
Barker, [Director of Academy Re-
search, Information, and Library 
Services], that we need all of 
these very specialized electronic 
components, and he [said], ‘This 
sounds awesome,’ so he funded it. 
He ordered all the parts for it.”

The Nest will be expanded 
during the OWHL renovation, 
allowing for more equipment and 
space for innovation. 

Wessner said, “It will be dif-
ferent. So it’s going to be a lot 
larger, much larger than the orig-
inal Nest. We are going to have a 
whole robotics lab. We are going 
to have a data lab. More teaching 
space. More storage. We are also 
going to have a second laser cut-
ter, so we will have two laser cut-
ters in the new [Nest]. It’s going to 
be pretty fantastic. I can’t wait.”

Thorley said, “I was pretty in-
volved with the renovation pro-
cess. I would go to all the meetings. 
I would talk to Mr. Barker about 
what we want… I would talk to 
Mr. Barker a lot about ‘Okay, these 
are the things we have and these 
are the things we need to have.’ So 
I was pretty involved in the pro-
cess of creating the new Nest and 
what would be ideal. So I am very 
sad that I wouldn’t be able to see 
the fully completed design, but I 
will definitely come back to visit.”

Wessner said she hopes the ex-
panded Nest will allow students 
greater access to materials and 
that they will continue to create. 

Wessner said, “The Nest is 
very important because it gives 
students a kind of a creative out-
let, so not only is it used for classes 
where they might build some-
thing, but it is also used for per-
sonal projects students are inter-
ested in. Whether it’s developing 
an app that they need some help 
or guidance, or some brainstorm-
ing. It’s really great for that. One 
of my favorite things about this 
space that goes beyond just mak-
ing things is the connections that 
students make together in this 
space.”
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The Nest is open to all members of community and is used by individual 
students, clubs, and academic classes alike. 

EMILY XIA & 
ZAINA QAMAR

The Nest Finds New Home in Gelb Science Center

Madison Smith Presentation Series: 
First Installment Discusses What 

Influences Interpretation

Hans-Georg Gadamer and 
Martin Heidegger were Ger-
man philosophers. Gadamer 
was best known for his book 
“Truth and Method,” and 
Heidegger was best known 
for his contributions to phe-
nomenology — the philosoph-
ical study of consciousness 
and experience — and exis-
tentialism, the inquiry that 
philosophical thinking begins 
with the human subject.

In his presentation, Fox 
focused on the treatment of 
underrepresented people of 
color, primarily black men, 
versus white people in the 
criminal justice system. He 
began with the quote “All 
human knowledge takes the 
form of interpretation,” from 
Walter Benjamin, a German 
Jewish philosopher.

“All acts of seeing, read-
ing, learning — of forming 
understanding — are inter-
pretations, and I enter those 
interpretations with previous 
understandings already in 
place,” wrote Fox.

During the question and 
answer portion of his presen-
tation, Fox concluded that he 
did not possess one overarch-
ing thesis statement to com-
bine all of his ideas. 

Eddy Lee ’19, an attendee 
of the presentation,  said, “I 
think of anything I’ve learned 
here, the most important 
thing I’ve learned is that 
there is no right answer. We 
had so many faculty, we had 
so many great students… who 
have written essays, who have 
read books on these things, 
but nobody has the answer, no 
one even is close to an answer. 
Mr. Fox himself is not close 
to a thesis… That situation is 
something that we need to 
understand, that we need to 
agree upon, in order for us to 
build upon, in order for us to 
make this parachute that we 
can soften our landing with.”

Lee says she believes that 
it is becoming increasingly 
important to explore the top-
ics of interpretation and turn 
biased preconceptions into 
more nuanced and reflective 
perceptions of society.

“It’s important for us, as 
an institution with a lot of re-
sources, a lot of great faculty, 
and a lot of great students, to 
have discussions like these, 

and to have students, all over 
campus, come to discussions 
that don’t just focus on the 
topics that they want to focus 
on, but really on topics that 
affect all of us,” said Lee.

Relying on two recorded 
encounters between police 
officers and civilians — Rod-
ney King in 1992 and Eric 
Garner in 2014 — Fox used 
both statistical evidence and 
visual representations to elic-
it discussions surrounding 
race and the interpretation of 
race in America. 

“I think [interpretation] 
is critical to everything, and 
the core of why two people 
can both see the same piece of 
video — the suffocation of Mr. 
Garner, for example — and 
one person can see the police 
officers as using excessive 
force and another person can 
see Mr. Garner being a physi-
cal threat to the police,” wrote 
Fox.

“Both videos are read in 
dramatically different ways by 
different people, and I won-
dered why. Using the work of 
a professor at [The University 
of California, Berkeley], Ju-
dith Butler, I argued that one 
reason this happens is that 
we exist in a racially saturat-
ed field of visibility: white-
ness, throughout the West, is 
depicted as ‘virgin sanctity’ 
while blackness is depicted as 
threatening and dangerous,” 
wrote Fox.

Jelani Wilson ’19 said he 
found the videos gruesome 
but necessary to demonstrate 
the full picture of what was 
going on and the ciris it en-
tailed.

“The most striking image 
that he included was the jux-
taposition of the same article, 
the same company, the same 
precinct, showing the mug-
shots of black individuals and 
then the white individuals in 
their sports attire. I feel that, 
when people talk about race 
and racial relations in this 
country, they don’t include 
enough statistics or facts, 
they include more moral as-
pects of it. When you actually 
put numbers and you put data 
behind it, you can’t argue with 
the statistics,” said Wilson. 

Following his presentation, 
the attendees engaged in a 
lengthy discussion incorpo-
rating ideas about racial bias 
and stereotypes that Fox had 
previously discussed. Mem-
bers of the community shared 

their own opinions and ex-
periences with racial percep-
tions in America. 

“I think the fact that so 
many people were able to stay 
after the presentation and 
engage in a pretty substan-
tive conversation, with both 
faculty and students talking 
to one another, was great,” 
wrote Fox.

According to Victoria Kadi-
ri ’20, the presentation and 
discussions encouraged her 
to think about her own biases.

“I think that the idea that 
there is no real neutral bias, 
[which] I’ve never really 
thought about that, would 
make sense of course, because 
I’m always seeing things in 
my biased way and I’ve nev-
er thought to think, ‘Why do 
I see things in this way?’ So I 
thought the talk was really in-
teresting look into life in gen-
eral and the intersection of 
race, which is something that 
we don’t always talk about as 
a wider campus, so I think it 
wwwwas important for us as 
a whole,” said Kadiri. 

Continued  from A1, Column 5
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The Nest has a variety of tools, including a laser cutter, 3D printers, and sewing machines. 



A8 PAGE 3 T h e  P h l i p - P h l o p Spooky Time

Mutant Ninja Turtles > Ghostbusters.

The Week’s Top Headlines
• “Nobody Believes in Me Anymore,” Says Local Ghost to 

Therapist

• PKN Announces Secession Plans to an ASM Crowd Who 
Really Just Couldn’t Care Less

• “We’re Going to Last All Four Years!” Says  
Freshman Couple Celebrating Two-Week Anniversary

• Son of Parents Caught Hooking Up in Chapel Basement 
Offered Two Years of Free Therapy 

• Student Attempts to Harness Power of The Mind to 
Overcome Flu, Dies of High-Grade Fever

Conspiracy Theory of the Week

Fossil fuels are destroying the atmosphere.

Bitter, Washed-Up 
Teachers Flaunt Childhood 

Insecurities at Olympics

When Mike Bradley 
’21 saw the “Weekender” 
ad for the “Student Versus 
Teacher Olympics,” a flood 
of pure emotion poured 
into his brain for the first 
time since his Zumba-in-
duced concussion. Strut-
ting into his favorite Quad-
rangle wearing a Bruins 
sweatshirt and his middle 
school’s finest “New Box-
burn Dragons” backwards 
baseball cap, Bradley cast 
his eyes upon his competi-
tion: The Faculty. 

The team’s aggressive 
competitors include box-
ing legend Ms. Hamstra 
(the Math-550 teacher al-
ways wearing a sequin den-
im jacket, thick metal belt 
buckle, and who has a class-
room that smells just vague-
ly of soup), speed-skating 
extraordinaire Mr. Kantor 
(the French-200 teacher 
who breathes heavy, only 
wears beige, and couldn’t 
figure out how to connect 
to Apple TV if his life de-
pended on it), and under-
water-basket-weaving su-
perstar Mrs. Dahnson (the 
English-100 teacher with 
dangerously long hair and 
a floor-length handmade 
skirt who sees no problem 
with assigning a little more 
than 45 minutes of home-
work and “doesn’t under-
stand why students care 
about grades”). 

With excitement and 
stale pumpkin spice in the 
air, the games began! First: 

a friendly game of dodge-
ball in which all the male 
teachers wore shorts that 
left no room for imagina-
tion. Spectators of the event 
watched as Mr. Merrimack 
and Mrs. Lovin each pulled 
their respective hammies 
rushing to save a stray ball. 
The game also displayed 
an amazing save by football 
Tim Thumper PG  ’19, who 
swatted the ball moments 
before it smashed into the 
faces of onlooking fac-brats. 

Next was an endur-
ance race, where students 
raced teachers to see who 
could reply the slowest to 
an email. Another favorite 
event was the Pasta Monday 
sauce-identifying contest. 
Another still was the “Oh, 
crap, I missed my alarm” 
sprint from Abbot to Bul-
finch Hall. The final event 
and tiebreaker was the 
dreaded, “Oh god, is that 
paper due today?” contest, 
in which contestants have 

75 minutes to draft what 
will inevitably get them a 
4 — at best. Of the feared 
event, Barack Lee ’20 said, 
“Whatever, I’m just gonna 
outsource it.” 

When asked how he 
practiced for the Olympic 
events, Mr. Jarcan, Instruc-
tor in Computer Science, 
said, “I try and be as unclear 
as possible to my students 
about the expectations of 
the course. That way, they 
are so worn out and beaten 
down by the time the Olym-
pics come, all I have to do 
is black bag their caffeine 
pills, and they won’t even 
remember to show up.” 

The truth is, like every 
year, there were no win-
ners, because Winter Term 
is on the rise and no amount 
of petty victories against 
the teachers will ever, ever 
numb that pain. Cool is 
the winter, but cold are my 
veins.

ASH COHAN

Mr. Jarcan picks little Johnny as his first competitor in 
the boxing ring.

Classifieds For The Lovelorn...
Andover can be a lonely place, and it’s not always easy to meet new people. So every week, 
we highlight one real, actual student who is on this campus and looking for love (serious 

relationships only — we don’t advertise hook-ups). If interested in putting your name here, 
email abernhard@andover.edu.

MARCO “CHAPA” CHAPO ’19

Dealbreaker(s):
Is socially liberal, fiscally conservative.

Is a spineless centrist.

IDEAL DATE SPOT:
Typically, I enjoy the Mediterranean 
variety of dates grown in the south-
ern hills of the Kesrouan province of 
the biblical Lebanese mountainlands. 
As of recent, however, the dates of a 
local bazaar known as the “Market 

Basket” located 20 minutes outside of 
Methuen have proven to be a worthy 

competitor.

We Forced A Computer to Watch 700 
Hours of Commons Security Footage 
And Then Made It Write Its Own Scene

Here’s What It Came Up With
Paul walks into Paresky Commons and sees Ada looking at her 
phone, standing in the most annoying spot in between the 
first-floor servery entrance and the right turn to go up the 

stairs.

Paul: What is up, Ada?
Ada: Hello, Paul! Would you like to consume? 
Paul: Oh! Apologies. I am unable. I have to prepare for a 
chemistry test next period, so I am entering Silent Study. 
Ada: Come on! Please? You know that there is no one in 
sixth lunch.
Paul: Fine, but I must consume rapidly.

He drops his blue Herschel backpack right in the center of 
12 other blue Herschels piled up in front of the cubbies. 

Later, he will forget where he placed it.

Ada: I want stir fry. 
Paul: Yes, and I want mother to stop sending my personal 
essays to my extended family. Do not be a fool, Ada. Rea-
sonable nutrition is barely worth waiting for. I will have 
white sticky rice with soy sauce again, and maybe a side of 
peanut butter. 
Ada: Excellent call, Paul. I shall accompany you and de-
prive myself of nutrients also because I, a Senior, am un-
able to walk into lower right alone. 

Ada and Paul sit at the end of a long table. Ada motions to 
a girl of below average height sitting at a small table. 

Ada: Is that… Freshman?
Paul: Indeed.
Ada: Should we tell her to leave?
Paul: You may tell her to leave. I am afraid.
Ada: I, too, am afraid. 
Paul: That settles it. We shall just keep looking over and 
muttering to each other.
Ada: Yet another good call, Paul.

Ada looks at Paul affectionately. Paul consumes rapidly. 
Sarah, who lives in West Quad South, comes over. 

Ada: Hello Sarah. 

Paul pretends to check his phone. He then looks up at Sar-
ah and communicates by raising his elbow to a ninety degree 
angle that he would like for them to connect palms in a 

“dap up.”

Sarah: Squirrels?
Ada: Yes, Sarah.

Sarah makes two guns with her hands and raises her eye-
brows. Ada and Paul wave goodbye. 

Paul: I do not like it when Sarah does that thing.
Ada: What, the squirrel thing?
Paul: No, the two-finger point. It is my thing.
Ada: You did not invent the two-finger point, Paul. As a 
matter of fact, you have not invented anything. Your per-
sonality is composed entirely of traits you copied from 
your parents and peers. 

Paul is not listening. He is staring at the peanut butter 
stuck between Ada’s two front teeth. 

Paul: Whatever, Ada. I have consumed, and now I must leave.

Paul and Ada walk together to clear their trays. A group of 
12 Uppers sitting at a small table are causing a ruckus in 
the distance. Paul walks to the pile of blue Herschel back-
packs. He has forgotten where he put his. 

Paul: It is a tale as old as time, Ada.
Ada: What? Have you lost your backpack again?
Paul: Indeed.

THE END

Acts That Didn’t Make It Through 
Grasshopper Auditions But Should Have

• Mr. Palfrey Softly Singing “Africa” by Toto While Being Hoisted By 
Flocks of  Doves.

• A Freshman Doing Tricks in Heelies While Tweaking on Freebase 
Caffeine.

• The Muppets Cover of  “The Andover Song.”
• Your Mom Yelling on Stage About How Disappointed She and 

Father Are With You.
• The Smallest Freshman You’ve Ever Seen Doing Fortnite Dances 

to Gwen Stefani’s “Hollaback Girl.”
• A PowerPoint Presentation on the Importance of  Proper  

Sanitation and Oral Hygiene.

Cool Facts About me!

• The Beef Master™ is a “dual purpose” 
breed, meaning it blends strong ma-
ternal traits with excellent growth and 
carcass abilities. The cattle are heat, 
drought, and insect resistant, raising a 
heavy calf each year, and the bulls are 
aggressive breeders.  Beef Masters™ are 
intelligent, gentle, cattle that are a plea-
sure to work with. This is why the Beef 
Master™ is known as the “profit breed.” I 
am a Beef Master™ among men.

• I can brew traditionally fermented 
Wakayama-style soy sauce.

• Can give a rendition of “Hace Falta Un 
Beso” by El Chapo De Sinaloa in perfect 
tune.

• 



October 19, 2018

SPORTS
 Volume CXLI | Number 21

One might say 
that she’s... too 

good.

Charlotte Toogood ’20 Travels to Buenos Aires
to Play in Junior Olympics

Between October 7 and Oc-
tober 12, Charlotte Toogood ’20 
accrued 33 absences while she 
traveled to Buenos Aires, Argen-
tina, to compete in squash in the 
2018 Youth Olympic Games. 

Toogood, a member of An-
dover Girls Squash, was one of 
19 girls, and 38 under-18 players 
total, from around the world 
who participated in exhibition 
matches throughout the week in 
order to bring awareness to the 
sport. 

“I played five different 
matches all throughout the 
week. They weren’t actually 
matches, because we weren’t 
keeping score or anything, but it 
was really awesome. The court 
was in the middle of one of the 
Village Parks, or Olympic Parks, 
so people would come, pass by, 
and watch for a little bit,” said 
Toogood.

She continued, “It wasn’t an 
actual tournament. The reason 
why they had an exhibition for 
squash in the Youth Olympics is 
because their goal is to try and 
make squash an actual Olym-
pic sport, because it’s not yet. 
They basically invited ‘squash 
ambassadors’ from all around 
the world to come showcase 
the sport and try to raise aware-
ness about it so it can become 
an Olympic sport. There was 
a lot of coverage, [and] a lot of 
off-court interviews [where I 
talked] about why I’m passion-
ate about squash becoming an 
Olympic sport.”

Though Toogood is a native 
Bermudian, she was not permit-
ted to represent her home coun-
try at the tournament, as squash 
was introduced as an exhibition 
sport.

Toogood said, “There were 
three other people in total 
[representing Bermuda] — two 
swimmers and one runner — 
but part of the squash exhibition 
rules is that I wasn’t allowed to 
represent Bermuda per se… I’m 
just supposed to be representing 
squash, since the Youth Olym-
pic Association didn’t want 
squash to be confused as an ac-
tual Olympic sport. We weren’t 
allowed to wear Bermuda uni-
forms around the court or any-
thing because we were just sup-
posed to represent squash, not a 
specific country.”

The Youth Olympics for 
squash was a forum for players 
to showcase the sport and make 
connections with players from 
around the world. Rather than 
playing scored matches, players 
each competed in four six-min-
ute games, according to the 
Youth Olympics official website.

The courts were interactive, 
according to Toogood.

Toogood continued, “The 
front wall had an electric dis-
play. It lit up, and there was 
smoke machines and music... It 
was really awesome.”

Toogood had the opportuni-
ty to play top competitors from 
Malaysia, Argentina, Mexico, 
Australia, and England. Accord-

ing to Toogood, playing mostly 
number-one players was intim-
idating, but she gained a better 
knowledge of the sport’s inter-
nationality.

Toogood also reconnect-
ed with renowned Pakistani 
squash player Maria Toorpakai, 
who visited Andover last win-
ter. Toorpakai is best known for 
dressing as a boy until the age of 
16 in order to be allowed to com-
pete in sports, and for serving as 

a pioneer for female athlete’s 
rights in Pakistan, for which she 
was threatened by the Taliban.

“I actually knew about her 
before she came to Andover, 
because she wrote this amazing 
book that I read… before I even 
knew she was coming to Ando-
ver. [It] was amazing to actually 
meet her after reading her book. 
She had dinner with the squash 
team, [and] she trained with us, 
which was amazing,” said Too-
good.

When Toogood crossed paths 
with Toorpakai again while 
at the Youth Olympic Games, 
Toorpakai invited her to serve 
as a representative for a new or-
ganization that she is founding. 

“We chatted for a little bit, 
and then we walked away. 20 
minutes later, she came back 
to me with a funny look on her 
face, and she was like ‘Char-
lotte, I have a question for you. 
You really piqued my interest 
now, and I wanted to talk to 
you about a program I’m start-
ing called the Maria Toorpakai 
Foundation,’ which is similar to 
the program SquashBusters that 
I’m currently doing as a sport,” 

said Toogood. 
SquashBusters is a sports-

based youth development pro-
gram for underserved adoles-
cents.

“She asked me to represent 
someone from a more privileged 
squash background, because 
right now she has kid ambas-
sadors in her foundation from 
lower-income communities and 
people with not as much access 
to nice squash courts and nice 
training facilities. She said to 
balance it out, she wants me, 
because I have such a beauti-
ful place to play squash,” said 
Toogood. “She used the word 
‘privilege’ to talk about that 
to represent that aspect of her 

foundation and hopefully get 
people from Andover involved. 
I’m not really sure yet… We’re 
just exchanging emails now, but 
it’s definitely something I’m su-
per excited for.”

Toogood’s parents both 
played squash and introduced 
her to the sport when she was 
young.  Since then, she has been 
a part of the Bermuda National 
Squash Team for five years and 
has participated in many squash 

tournaments in the Western 
Hemisphere. Toogood is cur-
rently ranked forty-sixth in the 
Girls Under 17 age division in-
ternationally.

“I played when I was younger 
just casually, and then I started 
getting more opportunities from 
Bermuda like to travel abroad 
to play. I’ve been to now four 
or five Caribbean tournaments, 
[which involve] countries from 
all around the Caribbean. It’s 
been great meeting people from 
everywhere. Two of my friends 
from the CASA, Caribbean Area 
Squash Association, tournament 
were at the Youth Olympics, so 
it was really fun to see them. I’ve 
played in the Canadian Open a 
couple times and in CASA tour-
naments,” said Toogood.

Toogood joined Andover 
Girls Squash after coming to 
Andover as a new Lower last 
year. According to Toogood, she 
was enticed by the squash op-
portunities Andover provided.

Toogood said, “A lot of the 
other [squash] players [in Ber-
muda] had gone to boarding 
school or gone to university, 
so… there’s not many people to 
train with, and I really wanted 
to get better. That’s part of the 
reason why I wanted to go to 
boarding school: to try and get a 
better training facility, training 
program, play more matches. I 
think I’ve definitely improved 
even in the last year, being at 
Andover. I love the squash team 
here, love the courts, love the 
coaches. I’m really grateful for 
Andover because I think they 
have pushed me in the last year 
to become way better than I was 
in Bermuda.”

Toogood hopes having squash 
as a sport in the Youth Olym-
pics will help spread awareness 
about the sport. 

She said, “I was asked… a cou-
ple times on the airplane back 
[something] like, ‘What even 
is squash?’ People don’t really 
know about it, so I hope that 
this will create more world cov-
erage. I know they were broad-
casting it on local Argentinian 
TV. A lot of Argentinians came 
to watch the Argentinian girl 
who I actually played, so that 
was fun.”

Toogood believes that squash 
deserves a spot in the 2024 
Olympic Games in Paris. 

Toogood said, “We won’t 
know for a couple of years 
[about squash in the Olympics], 
but Paris 2024 is what we’re 
aiming for. Fingers [are] crossed 
for it to happen, because I know 
the whole squash world will be 
so disappointed if not because 
we’ve been trying so long to try 
and make it an Olympic sport. I 
think it 1,000 percent deserves 
to be a sport... Especially for a 
place like Bermuda, I think if it 
was an Olympic sport, people 
would be more drawn to play-
ing squash because they would 
know what it is. They would 
see it on TV. It would be more 
known to them, and that would 
make more youth become in-
volved and come to the squash 
club more.”

ABBY RYAN &
HANNAH ZHANG

COURTESY OF C.TOOGOOD

During the tournament, Toogood competed against top players from Malaysia, Argentina, Australia, England, and Mexico.

COURTESY OF N.CLARKE
Toogood is ranked 46th interna-
tionally in the GU17 division.

COURTESY OF N.CLARKE

At the tournament, Toogood encountered Maria Toorpakai, who visited campus last year. Toorpakai met with the squash teams and spoke at All-School Meeting during her visit.
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Despite holding a 2-0 lead 
at halftime, Andover Boys 
Varsity Soccer ultimately fell 
2-3 to St. Paul’s this Saturday. 
Their record now stands at 
2-6 for the season.

According to Daniel Cho 
’21, Andover came out strong 
in the first half, taking control 
of the game early and connect-
ing on its passing sequences.

Cho wrote in an email to 
The Phillipian, “We got two 
early goals, and we thought 
that this was our game, in 
front of our home crowd and 
our parents. We were passing 
well among each other, and 
St. Paul’s rarely got a chance 
on the ball. Unfortunately, we 
lost a lot of that positive tem-
po in the second half, when St. 
Paul’s really bounced back to 
get a comeback.”

The team felt prepared go-
ing into the game but lost its 
momentum after halftime, 
according to Tulio Marchetti 
’21.

“We were ready to turn 
the season around with this 
game. Coach [Edwin Escobar] 
started the game with a 4-4-
2, which was very effective 
in moving the ball up to for-

wards, and it kept the defense 
organized,” wrote Marchetti 
in an email to The Phillipian. 
“We came out with a win-
ning mentality and we were 
outplaying our opponent. We 
were 2-0 up by the end of the 
first half. I remember saying 
that 2-0 is the worst score be-
cause it creates a false sense 
of security. And that’s exactly 
what happened. In the second 
half, the team felt too comfort-
able in the beginning and we 
let up three goals very fast. It 
felt like we only started play-
ing again after the third goal. 
There were very few chances 
for our opponents after that, 
but they just held us off.”

According to Marchetti and 
Cho, the team needs to play its 
best game for the full 90 min-
utes rather than opting-out at 
the half.

Cho wrote, “I think this 
result goes to show that we 
as a team aren’t really think-
ing throughout the entirety of 
the game, and that we can get 
easily arrogant with our per-
formance and attitude. Next 
week, we will definitely be 
sure to work on focusing on 
our performance for the full 
90 minutes.”

Marchetti wrote, “I think 
the biggest takeaway is that 
a game is not 45 minutes. We 
realized that when we step on 
the field, we must work our 
hardest until 90 minutes is 
up. Because we stopped play-

ing after 45 minutes, it cost us 
big time. For Saturday, we are 
making sure that we do not re-
peat the same mistake we did 
against St. Paul’s. We need to 
dominate both halves and se-
cure the win. We will not be 
celebrating after the first half. 
We will only celebrate once 
the game is over and we get 
the win.”

The team is preparing for 
a matchup against Northfield 
Mount Hermon (NMH) by fo-
cusing on offense and keeping 
a determined mentality for 
the duration of the game, ac-
cording to Rolando Rabines 
’19 and Lucas Stowe ’20.

Rabines said, “Interest-
ingly enough, we are trying 
to focus on more offense and 
getting better in the oppo-
nent’s final third because we 
definitely have possession a 
lot, however, we just can’t find 
that final pass or get that final 
shot and score that final goal.”

Stowe wrote, “Our team 
works really, really hard, and 
moving forward, we are work-
ing to make sure this never 
happens again. We are playing 
a good team [at] NMH on Sat-
urday, and we need to come 
out strong. We are playing as 
if this is the championship 
game on Saturday, a must win 
for us.”

Andover will play its next 
game at NMH on Saturday.

BOYSSOCCER

Andover Blows Early Lead 
Against St. Paul’s

ABBY RYAN

Andover Continues Undefeated Season 
With Shutouts Against St. Paul’s and Middlesex

In a game with fewer than 
five total shots from both 
teams, St. Paul’s created chanc-
es by earning five corners com-
pared to Andover Field Hock-
ey’s three. Each team generated 
chances to score, but both failed 
to capitalize until Andover re-
directed a hard hit into the 
back of the net, resulting in the 
lone goal of the match. Andover 
won 1-0, and with a 4-0 victory 
over Middlesex on Wednesday, 
it continued its undefeated sea-
son with a record of 9-0. 

Anna Bargman ’21 highlight-
ed the importance of team en-
ergy and how that aided them 
in the battle against St. Paul’s. 
Along with talking about team 
spirit, Bargman credited the 
defense for doing a great job.

“I think that we kept up our 
energy on and off the field, 
which provided support and 
encouragement to keep on 
fighting,” wrote Bargman in an 

email to The Phillipian.
Bargman continued, “Our 

good defense definitely was 
something that stood out to me. 
There were a lot of scary times 
during the game where our 
defense really stepped up and 
saved the day. It was especially 
good because the good defen-
sive plays were made all over 
the field, not just on our defen-
sive end.” 

The ball rarely slipped past 
the 25 yard lines of either end, 
which resulted in a crowded 
middle, but after an close sec-
ond half, Andover managed to 
come out on top. 

St. Paul’s, also undefeated 
entering Saturday’s game, be-
came the latest team on the 
other side of an Andover victo-
ry over the course of Andover’s 
still-undefeated season.

In Wednesday’s game against 
Middlesex, Andover played in 
bright pink jerseys for Breast 
Cancer Awareness Month. 
The team wears the uniforms 
in support of those that have 
battled breast cancer. Olivia 
Boger, a member of Andover 
Field Hockey’s coaching staff, 
started a foundation in honor 
of her mother, as well as oth-
ers who have been affected by 
breast cancer. Prior to coming 
to Andover, Boger worked as a 
teacher at Middlesex, so it also 
wore pink uniforms in support 

of those battling breast cancer.
According to Lily Rademach-

er ’21, the team’s energy was re-
ally high heading into the game 
and it remained high through-
out the game.

“I think that we wanted team 
spirit to be really high just be-
cause it’s an emotional game 
and more of like a friendly than 
it is an intense match like we 
had against Tabor… to raise 

awareness for breast cancer. 
Because October is Breast Can-
cer Awareness month, I think 
it’s more [of ] a spirit game 
than anything else… [We made] 
sure that we had really good 
sportsmanship and were play-
ing to play and [to] have a have 
a good time — yes, to win, and 
yes, to do well, but also be good 
sports,” Rademacher said. 

With a quick goal in the first 

minute of the game, Andover 
took an early lead, which it held 
for the remainder of the game. 
Despite the final score being 
4-0 the teams battled back in 
forth and created an entertain-
ing game for both fan sections, 
according to Rademacher. 

Andover will travel to North-
field Mount Hermon on Satur-
day.

EMMA FOGG

FIELDHOCKEY
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By controlling the tempo early,  Andover Boys Soccer was able to jump out to a 2-0 lead in the first half.

Girls Cross Country 
Beats St. Paul’s 

In Home Opener

Carmel Fitzgibbon ’22 
bolted across the finish line 
to secure a first-place finish, 
continuing her streak of top 
performances this season. 
With Fitzgibbon’s and seven 
other top ten finishes, Ando-
ver Girls Cross Country dom-
inated in its meet against St. 
Paul’s this past Saturday, fin-
ishing with a score of 18-45. 
The team’s record now stands 
at 3-0. 

In its first home meet of the 
season, Andover saw wide-
spread participation among 
its runners, many of whom ran 
their first meet on Saturday, 
according to Head Coach Pat-
rick Rielly. 

“I’m just so happy that we 
got out here with a lot of run-
ners, I think we had 30-plus 
runners, and everyone fin-
ished strong. There were so 
many people who had their 5K 
debuts. I just love seeing peo-
ple run their first 5K on such 
a beautiful course, and I’m just 
really proud of the whole team 
working together in that same 
race,” said Coach Rielly.

According to Mia Levy 
’21, the team’s strategy of 
pack-running aided in draw-
ing Andover runners together, 
promoting a sense of support 
among teammates throughout 
the race, and ultimately dom-
inating the meet.

“We’ve been doing a lot of 
pack-running [in practice], 
which I think we kept doing 
[on Saturday]. We have a lot 
of groups of paces, and we 
practice with people who are 
around our pace, so [during a 
race] we split into groups and 
we generally run with those 
people if they’re doing the rac-
es. It’s really helpful because 
you feel supported and there 
are no [opponents] running up 
behind you. It’s all Andover 
people around you,” said Levy.

In addition to showcasing 
Andover’s breadth of talent, 
Saturday’s meet demonstrated 
the team’s inclusive and spirit-
ed nature, according to Molly 
MacQueen ’21. 

“I think one of the plac-
es we really showed our team 
spirit is at the end of the race 
[when] everyone stuck around 
to hug people that were finish-
ing or go back and cheer on the 
runners coming in after them. 
I think it really showed how 
much of a team sport [cross 
country] is and the way that 
the team can support each oth-
er,” said MacQueen.

According to Fitzgibbon, 
Andover centers its mentality 
around the importance of hard 
work, teamwork, and spirit in 
both individual and team suc-
cess.

“The key to my success was 

teamwork and working hard. 
I think we worked really well 
together and every week we 
just get stronger and more and 
more girls go to our races and 
it’s really fun to see everyone 
improve,” added Fitzgibbon.

Going into the race, Ando-
ver recognized the benefit of 
running on its home course 
and looked to capitalize on 
this fact, according to Coach 
Rielly.

“I asked the runners real-
ly to to use the home course 
advantage. We worked on the 
course all week… and [a strat-
egy was] just really to run the 
course as well as they know it. 
I think they did a great job [on 
Saturday],” said Coach Rielly.

Despite the advantage of a 
home meet, the hilly nature 
of Andover’s home course still 
posed a challenge for Andover 
and St. Paul’s runners alike, ac-
cording to Levy.

“[Andover is] kind of a diffi-
cult course; we have a hill go-
ing up to the log cabin in the 
Sanctuary and then we have a 
hill that we call ‘Heartbreak 
Hill’ that’s pretty steep, so 
those are always hard… We’re 
just always working on keep-
ing our heads in the race and 
staying focused,” said Levy.

Additionally, Saturday’s low 
temperatures elicited further 
difficulty for Andover. With 
temperatures less than ideal 
for running, Andover sought 
extra measures in preparing 
for the chilly weather, accord-
ing to Coach Rielly.

Coach Rielly said, “[Satur-
day was] our coldest day so 
far, [but] I think the runners 
were really prepared… They 
had multiple layers; they were 
warmed up well, so it was per-
fect.”

In preparation for its next 
meet, Andover plans to work 
on its speed, as the team has 
built up its strength in the 
early weeks with hill-running 
during practice, according to 
Coach Rielly. 

“I think we’ll start to do 
some more speed work. I think 
we’re ready; [we’re] at that 
point in the season to start 
doing some track work, some 
pacing. Getting faster, it’s go-
ing to be good,” said  Coach 
Rielly.

Next Saturday, Andover 
Girls Cross Country will com-
pete at Northfield Mount Her-
mon (NMH).

GIRLSCROSSCOUNTRY

Jackie McCarthy ’19 scored Andover’s second goal against Middlesex on an open net after a foul by the opponent 
goalie.
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Sarah Chen ’21 set the ball to 
outside-hitter Brooklyn Wirt ’21 
who sent the ball straight down in 
front of her opponent’s feet. This 
point contributed to Andover Girls 
Volleyball’s 3-0 win on Wednesday 
against rival Phillips Exeter Acad-
emy, with set scores of 25-23, 25-12, 
and 25-22. Andover also played St. 
Paul’s on Friday last week, losing 
0-3 and bringing its record to 5-2.

Despite initially being down 
21-22 to Exeter in the first set of 
the game, Andover persisted, tak-
ing back the serve and eventually 
reclaiming the set. According to 
Sascha Evans ’21 and Wirt, Ando-
ver’s ability to remain collected 
and resilient throughout all of its 
sets was essential to the team’s 
success on Wednesday. 

Evans said, “We’ve improved 
by not becoming tense under 
pressure because in the first set 
we were fighting for the win until 
the very end and then kept up the 
good work.”

Wirt said, “We really pushed 
through and pulled it together 
when we would get down by a few 
points. Everyone worked really 
hard and kept with the game even 
when we got down.”

According to Evans and Wirt, 
Exeter possessed many talented 
players, but Andover’s focus and 
determination ultimately over-
whelmed its opponents.

Evans said, “I was proud of how 
we all reacted to the other team, 
adjusting to their three-person 
block among other things. They 
have some really strong hitters and 
know volleyball really well, but we 
worked by trying to get into their 
heads and not let them get into 
ours.”

“Exeter has strong hitters and 
we had to work hard to be in the 
correct position for defense. I 
think that our two teams are pret-
ty evenly matched but a big part of 
success in volleyball is wanting to 
be on the court and wanting every 
ball. [On Wednesday] we had a lot 
more of that want and it showed,” 
said Wirt.

Because Andover played St. 
Paul’s over Family Weekend, mul-
tiple players were absent from the 
roster with other commitments. 
Without its full roster, the team 
was forced to make adjustments 
to its typical line-up, according to 
Wirt and Head Coach Clyfe Beck-
with.

Wirt said, “The most difficult 
part of the game was that many 
people were playing positions 
they didn’t usually play because 
four people were gone. I think ev-
eryone did a great job of stepping 
up despite the new positions, but 
that was certainly a challenge and 
we didn’t have the chance to prac-
tice these positions much because 
it was a Friday game so we lost a 
practice.”

“We had to run a new line-up 
due to four absences because of 
Family Weekend activities. The 
team did a terrific job adjusting 
and fighting, and multiple times 
taking a lead against the number 

one team in the league right now,” 
wrote Coach Beckwith in an email 
to The Phillipian.

Despite these absences, An-
dover managed to keep the score 
moving back and forth between 
both sides, as indicated by the its 
results of 21-25, 20-25, and 16-25. 
According to Mudmee Sereeyo-
thin ’20, Saturday’s match show-
cased Andover’s depth of talent 
and its ability to adapt to atypical 
circumstances.

Sereeyothin wrote in an email 
to The Phillipian, “I think the fact 
that we kept the score pretty close 
really shows the depth of our team. 
We kept up with a good team like 
St. Paul’s even without our whole 
starting line-up there. I think what 
kept us from finishing each set 
off with a win was that our ener-
gy and somewhat our confidence 
dropped towards the end of the 
set. We definitely had a shot at 
winning though. I’m excited for 
us to play them again at the end of 
the month and show them more of 
what we’ve really got.”

Looking forward, the team 
strives to remain consistent and 
confident in its remaining match-
es, according to Wirt and Sereeyo-
thin.

Wirt said, “I think our serve re-
ceive has some room for improve-
ment, but that is something that 
can always be better no matter 
how good the team is. I also think 
we need to work on making good 
choices and working to make plays 
rather that swinging away on balls 
that we need to just get over. We 
also need to work on consistency 
but that is another thing that can 
always be improved no matter 
how good the team.”

 Sereeyothin wrote, “Having 
more confidence in ourselves is 
something I think we can definite-
ly work on. It’s like what Coach 
Beckwith and our captain, Serena 
[Liu ’19], say: volleyball is as much 
a mental as it is a physical game.”

Andover will face Northfield 
Mount Hermon away on Saturday.

Editor’s Note: Sarah Chen ’21 is 
an Associate Digital Editor for The 
Phillipian.
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Girls Volleyball 
Beats Archrival Exeter, 

Falls to St. Paul’s
HANNAH  ZHANG

Will Hetherington ’20 out-
sprinted St. Paul’s first runner in 
the last 100 meters of Saturday’s 
race to finish fifth in Andover Boys 
Cross Country’s 1-5 sweep at its 
dominant dual meet win on Satur-
day. Captain Alex Fleury ’20, Jacob 
Buehler ’19, Michael Turner ’20, 
Sam Capobianco ’21, and Hether-
ington placed first through fifth, 
respectively. Andover defeated St. 
Paul’s 15-48. Its record now stands 
at 2-0 in dual meets.

Andover’s race plan centered 
around beating St. Paul’s top com-
petitor.

“Our strategy going into the 
meet was to run in packs and try 
and get as many runners as possi-
ble in before their first runner. That 
strategy was very effective and led 
to us winning the meet,” said Capo-
bianco. 

In an email to The Phillipian, 
Turner said, “Our plan was to have 

Alex do his thing in the front and 
then have our top 2-7 run as close 
together as possible. It played out 
similarly during the race. Alex 
went off, and our five-man group 
stayed relatively close together un-
til a bit after the mile mark.” 

In its first home meet this sea-
son, the team took advantage of the 
familiarity of the course to pace 
itself, according to Sam Lasater ’21 
and Turner.

In an email to The Phillipian, 
Lasater wrote, “We had a decent 
advantage due to familiarity with 
the course. Everyone paces it a lit-
tle differently. This time, I decided 
to speed up on the downhill stretch 
between the top of the Log Cabin 
Hill [about 1.2 miles into the race] 
and the bottom of Heartbreak 
Hill [two miles into the race] and 
maintain it through the finish. The 
downhill is a great opportunity to 
recover a little bit after running 
uphill to the log cabin. I realized I 
could speed up and still recover.” 

In addition to defeating St. 
Paul’s and claiming the top five 
spots, Andover broke personal and 
seasonal personal best records, ac-
cording to Capobianco and Turner.

“What stood out to me the most 
was how everybody performed. A 

lot of runners finished with sea-
son personal bests, and there were 
even some lifetime best times. The 
improvement from every runner 
and collectively as a team surprised 
me the most,” added Capobianco. 

In an email to The Phillipian, 
Turner wrote, “We were able to 
get one runner under 17 [minutes] 
and our top two through six under 
18, and two more runners close to 
breaking 18. Alex, our captain, ran 
an amazing race by himself in the 
front, 40 seconds ahead of second 
with a 16:28. Hugo [Solomon ’19] 
also had over a minute [improve-
ment in his personal record], run-
ning an 18:06.” 

Before the JV race, which An-
dover won 19-40 over St. Paul’s, 
a pre-race speech given by Sam 
Baxter-Bray ’20, brought the team 
together, according to Lasater.

“He helped us to focus and con-
sider our advantages as well as dis-
advantages going in. He reminded 
us of how hard we worked. Sam 
wanted us to make sure we did not 
work hard for nothing,” said La-
sater. 

In preparation for the meet, the 
Andover focused on practicing in 
both small and large group run-
ning, according to Turner. 

“Our coach has been focusing 
on group during workouts. Since 
people are at different levels, we all 
start workouts together with our 
groups, but then spread out. After 
every rep, we regroup and then 
start together again,” wrote Turner.

Andover will run this Saturday 

in a dual meet away at Northfield 
Mount Hermon.

Editor’s Note: Jacob Buehler is 
a Sports Editor for The Phillipian. 
Hugo Solomon is an Associate Video 
Editor for The Phillipian.
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Boys Cross Country Sweeps Top Five

MARY STUART
KERRIGAN
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Jacob Hudgins ’19 secured 
the ball on the wing and ripped 
it past Loomis Chaffee’s goal-
ie and into the net to gain a 
man-up opportunity for Ando-
ver. Andover Boys Water Polo 
tallied nine additional goals, 
bringing the game to a final 
score of 10-9. The team’s record 
now stands at 9-2.

In its first game of the sea-
son, Andover fell short in a 7-8 
loss against Loomis. On Satur-
day, the team felt it had some-
thing to prove in its second 
matchup with their opponent.

Wesley Maloney ’22 said, 
“We lost the last time we 
played Loomis by a goal at the 
very end of the game, so this 
time everyone had a little chip 
on their shoulder because they 
wanted to win and show Loom-
is that we were better.” 

According to Co-Captain 
Eric Osband ’19, it was mentally 
challenging for the team to go 
into a game against a team they 
had previously been defeated 
by. The team worked hard in 
practice to prepare for Loom-
is’s style of playing. 

Osband said, “We worked a 
lot on the things we did in prac-
tice, like we kept our heads up 
a lot on switches and we were 
very focused on covering the 
counter attacks and defense as 
a priority so even if they leave 
defense early, which is not 
good for them, we would follow 
them back, get the defense ori-
ented, marking up.”

According to Osband, the 
team also prepared physical-
ly for the match-up against 
Loomis. The team did prac-
ticed egg-beater drills, sprint 
swimming, and team skills 
more than individual skills.

Before the game began, 
Co-Captain Neil Simpson ’19 
spoke to his teammates to 
motivate them when playing 
Loomis. 

“I gave a little speech to the 
players before we started the 
warm up. I said that this game 
really needs to be a turning 

point for our season. We have 
been in a little bit of a slump 
lately and we’re trying to turn 
things around before we head 
into the playoffs,” said Simp-
son.

According to Maloney, many 
players made important con-
tributions in the team’s win, 
including Simpson, who played 
through an eye injury.

“Max Hunger [’20] had a lot 
of good plays. Our two captains 
[Simpson and Osband] did as 
well, but that’s kind of expect-
ed of them by now because it’s 
like an every game thing where 
they come out ready to play. 
[Simpson], he got elbowed in 
the face and had a huge puffy 
eye and was still playing. Eric 
really stepped it up to compen-
sate,” said Maloney.

Osband, who scored four 
goals, said, “Neil and I have a 
good give-and-take, so if Neil’s 
hanging a little farther back on 
defense, I’ll try to go on offense 
and vice-versa.”

According to Maloney, the 
atmosphere of Andover’s large 
home crowd amplified the in-
tensity of the game.

Despite picking up the vic-
tory, Simpson noted that the 
team still has improvements to 
be made.

“We made a lot of mental er-
rors throughout the game. We 
really need to work on that in 
the coming weeks, but we felt 

that we did have them on the 
ropes for the majority of the 
game, so it’s kind of a shame 
that we let them [come back 
close] at the end of the game. 
We have a lot to work on still,” 
said Simpson.

The team has already qual-
ified for play-ins this year, as 
it has already secured enough 
victories to outweigh any po-
tential losses during the re-
mainder of the season. In order 
to qualify for play-ins, the team 
must have an equal number or 
more wins than losses.

Osband said, “We’re defi-
nitely in, but even now it is re-
ally crucial that we beat these 
teams we lost to the first time — 
Loomis and Deerfield were the 
two — because that’ll increase 
our seeding and it’ll let us by-
pass a play-in game and send us 
straight to the semifinals.”

Andover will face St. John’s 
Prep this Friday, and Suffield 
on Saturday.

According to Osband, the 
previous time the team faced 
St. John’s, it won by a consid-
erable margin. As the game on 
Saturday is not a league game 
and will not affect the team’s 
seeding, the team will use the 
opportunity to allow some JV 
players to gain varsity experi-
ence. The team has not faced 
Suffield yet this season, but 
historically it has been a close 
matchup. 

Water Polo Achieves 
Tight Win over Loomis

KATIE MORRIS

BOYSWATERPOLO
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Andover Boys Cross Country capitalized on its home-course advantage, 
picking up the victory in its first home meet of the year.
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Brooke Fleming ’20 has been a 
member of the team since her 
Junior year. 

C.WAGGONER/THE PHILLIPIAN

Osband scored four goals in the game against Loomis and had one block.
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Emily Hardy ’20 Wins Breakaways With Fearless Outlook

A three-year Upper from Box-
ford, Mass., goalkeeper Emily 
Hardy ’20 began playing com-
petitive soccer when she was five 
years old. Since joining the team 
her Junior year, Hardy’s tireless 
work ethic and focused mindset 
have made an impact on Ando-
ver Girls Soccer, according to 
Co-Captain Elise MacDonald ’19 
and teammate Kennedy Everson 
’21.

In an email to The Phillipian, 
MacDonald wrote, “Emily Har-
dy is absolutely the most hard-
working person I’ve ever met. 

She throws her body around day 
in and day out during practice 
and gives 150 percent on every 
save she makes. She also saves 
our butts when attackers get 
through the defense — she wins 
nearly every one vs. one break 
away. She is absolutely fearless.”

Everson said, “Emily con-
tributes so much to the team. 
She’s an amazing teammate and 
friend, but most of all, because of 
her, the team feels confident with 
what’s behind us and it keeps us 
all moving forward. She’s also 
the most focused player I’ve ever 
seen, especially on gameday, 
she has her specific routine and 
she always uses her maximum 
amount of effort.”

Hardy’s athletic prowess, 
fearless attitude, and determi-
nation have earned her the title 
of The Phillipian’s Athlete of the 
Week.

Why did you want to be 
goalkeeper, and what is your 
favorite part about the posi-
tion?

I’ve been playing goalkeep-
er since I was eight years old. I 
was always the one who would 
volunteer to be goalie when 
the coach asked who wanted 
to play. I grew to really like the 
position, and I ended up stick-

ing with it. My favorite part of 
being a goalie is being able to 
make saves in crucial moments. 
When I’m able to change the 
momentum of the game with a 
save and get our team the mo-
mentum back, it helps give ev-
eryone a little extra energy.

 
Do you have any pre-game 

rituals?

Before games, I have a pretty 
structured routine, and I do the 
same thing before every sin-
gle game. I always listen to my 
own music, and I have the same 
playlist for the entire season. 
I also use two tennis balls and 
I do some different exercises 
that work my hand-eye coor-
dination. I have found that this 
helps me to focus before we go 
out to the field.

Are there any players you 
look up to both from or out-
side of Andover?

One player I look up to is 
Alyssa Naeher from the U.S. 
National Team. She controls 
her box really well, and she is 
always communicating with 
her teammates. These two as-
pects of goalkeeping are really 
important, and I can always be 
improving on them. Antonia 

Tammaro [’17] was the goalie 
on the team when I came in as 
a [Junior]. She helped me ad-
just to be a high school goalie, 
and being able to learn from 
her [Junior] Year was very ben-
eficial.

What is your favorite part 
about the team?

My favorite part of GVS is 
the bond we have as a team. 
We always spend time togeth-
er outside of practice, and my 
teammates are family to me. I 
know they will always have my 
back, and we are there to pick 
each other up after a tough 
day. My teammates on GVS are 
always pushing each other to 
improve. Everyone comes to 
practice every day wanting to 
improve, and we push each oth-
er knowing that is how we will 
improve in games. Every player 
on the team helps us improve 
as a unit, and we would not be 
where we are as a team without 
the work put in every day.

What has the sport of soc-
cer taught you?

Soccer has taught me how to 
overcome obstacles and push 
through challenges. On days 
when the game does not go our 

way, being able to learn from 
the experience and move on 
is very important. These skills 
can also be applied to life out-
side of soccer and can be used 
in many different ways.

Since coming to Ando-
ver, how has your game im-
proved?

Over my time at Andover, my 
voice on the field has grown. I 
have become a more confident 
player, and I have worked hard 
on my communication with my 
teammates. Being able to or-
ganize the team in an efficient 
way is an important part of 
being a goalie, and I have im-
proved those skills a lot.

What are some personal 
and team goals for the rest of 
the season?

My goal for the rest of the 
season is to continue getting 
better every day. Knowing I 
improved a part of my game at 
practice is important as the sea-
son goes on. A team goal is to 
earn a spot in the playoffs and 
make a run for the champion-
ship. We are taking the season 
one game at a time, but we are 
working towards the playoffs.

LILLIE COOPER

Athlete of the Week

Allison Zhu ’19 Played for Shanghai 
Boys Soccer Team After Girls Team Disbanded

Through her relentless enthu-
siasm and drive for self-improve-
ment, according to Head Coach 
Lisa Joel, Allison Zhu ’19 earned 
the title of Andover Girls Soccer 
Co-Captain after acquiring a spot 
on the team just one year earlier.

“[Being elected Co-Captain] 
really says what her teammates 
think of Allison, which is: [she has 
a] strong daily work ethic, she’s 
a total role model, she’s a great 

leader. She leads by example – no 
matter what we ask Allison to do, 
she does it by 150 percent. She’s 
so positive and she never gives 
up. I just think she takes care of 
everyone on the team,” said Joel. 

Equipped with unwavering 
positivity and devotion to the 
team, Zhu leaves her heart on the 
field and serves as a role model 
for younger members of the team, 
according to Isobel Glass ’21.

Glass said, “I think [Zhu] 
has proven to be an inspiration 
through her team spirit and 
[through her] being there for ev-
ery one of us no matter what the 
day, who’s playing, or how we’re 
playing. I appreciate that she 
stays enthusiastic and encourag-
ing all the time. She’s someone I 
look up to.”

Zhu began her soccer career 
at a young age, first playing rec-
reationally and quickly progress-
ing to compete in the elite club 
program De Anza Force near her 
home in California. After moving 
to Shanghai a few years later, Zhu 
joined the only competitive girls 
team in the city. The team, how-
ever, broke up after just one sea-
son due to a shortage of players, 
so Zhu, propelled by her love of 
soccer, found her way onto a boys 
team.

“I moved to Shanghai, China, 
in middle school, and immediate-
ly started looking for a competi-

tive girls team. I ended up finding 
only one girls soccer team at the 
competitive level in the entire 
city. I played with Century Park 
FC for one season before the 
team broke up due to a shortage 
of players, and had to join a boys 
team at an age group younger,” 
wrote Zhu in an email to The 
Phillipian.

Despite not playing on an elite 
program in the U.S. like most 
members of the varsity program, 
Zhu has spent much time work-
ing independently to improve 
herself as a player, according to 
Joel.

“It speaks even more to her 
hard work and her determina-
tion and how much she loves the 
sport that she found her way to 
the varsity team,” said Joel.

Joel continued, “[Zhu] is a 
great athlete and she really works 
on really improving her skills. A 
lot of this work she has done in-
dependently. Some of her traits 
as an athlete that are exception-
al would be her determination, 
her overall athleticism, and she 
has really, through her own hard 
work, improved her technical 
skill.”

As Co-Captain, Zhu has 
stepped up to create a strong and 
inclusive team atmosphere for all 
members of the team, according 
to Hailey Lovell PG ’19.

Lovell said, “[Zhu] made the 

transition of coming onto a new 
team really much easier for me, 
[Jess Moses PG ’19], and Isabel 
[Castro PG ’19]; she was really 
welcoming.”

According to Emma Fogg ’21, 
Zhu’s welcoming and lively per-
sona makes her stand out as a 
captain.

Fogg said, “Allison has a re-
ally contagious laugh. When 
she laughs, she’s just so funny it 
makes everyone else around her 
laugh, and that also contributes 
to her being such a fun person 
and great captain.”

In addition to her inspiring 
attitude, Zhu exhibits leader-
ship through her selflessness as a 
player and her dedication to the 
well-being of her teammates, ac-
cording to Glass.

Glass said, “I would describe 
Allison as a strong leader who’s 
always very positive and looks 
to put all of the other girls on the 
team before herself and is always 
just on the lookout to be a light 
for others.”

Zhu’s selfless nature and her 
commitment to the success of 
the team make her a multi-fac-
eted weapon on the field who, 
although most frequently plays 
striker, can be found at a range of 
different positions, according to 
Joel.  

Joel said, “We can change her 
positionally, and she is going to 

do a great job for us… She does 
it willingly. She just really epito-
mizes [what] our team motto is, 
which is ‘do whatever you have 
to do to get on the field.’ ”

As an inspiration, Zhu said 
she looks up to Tobin Heath, an 
American striker known for her 
technic and shooting capabilities. 

“Each one of my teammates 
on [Girls Soccer] embodies both 
of our team sayings: ‘Whatever 
it Takes’ and ‘Stay Classy,’” Zhu 
said.

Zhu admires her coaches, 
teammates, and fellow Co-Cap-
tain, Elise MacDonald ’19.

Zhu said, “I respect [Coach 
Joel] and [Coach Noureddine El 
Alam] as coaches, and great peo-
ple. They set an example for us. I 
love how our team has grown to-
gether, and I am so happy to have 
made so many memories.”

Zhu continued, “Elise is an in-
credibly kind, strong-willed, and 
observant soccer player. As a cen-
ter midfielder, she holds togeth-
er our shape on the field, and is 
unafraid to make tackles and take 
risks… Elise and I work so well 
together — we play on each oth-
er’s strengthens and have each 
other’s backs when one of us has 
an off-day.”

Editor’s Note: Allison Zhu is a 
Commentary Editor for The Phil-
lipian.

LUCY LASATER

Captain Feature

P.SANKAR/THE PHILLIPIAN

Hardy draws inspiration from Al-
yssa Naeher, a member of the 2015 
FIFA World Cup-Champion U.S. 
Women’s National Soccer Team.
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Since making the varsity team her 
Upper year, Allison Zhu ’19 has 
earned the title of Co-Captain for 
this season.

‘The Biggest Heart and Hardest Worker’:
Elise MacDonald ’19 Embodies Team Spirit

Andover Girls Soccer 
Co-Captain Elise MacDonald 
’19 grew up playing soccer after 
picking up the sport up at age 
five. She has been a member of 
the varsity team since her Low-
er year and leads by example 
with her determined work ethic 
and positivity, according to Iso-
bel Glass ’21 and Emma Fogg ’21.

Glass said, “Elise sets an 
example on and off the field 

through her incredible work 
ethic that she shows in both 
an practices and in games. She 
is always playing her hardest, 
whether it’s in drills or a scrim-
mage or game day. She is dedi-
cated to the overall team, and is 
someone everyone inspires to be 
and play like.”

Fogg added, “Every day on 
the field you can tell she’s work-
ing one hundred percent. She 
trains like it’s a game everyday, 
and she plays like she practices, 
which is a huge example for ev-
eryone. Even [Head Coach] Lisa 
[Joel] points it out. Off the field, 
she is always encouraging and 
very open, so you feel like you 
can go to her with anything you 
have problems.”

MacDonald said she has 
learned from past captains to 
lead with positivity, even when 
in a challenging situation.

“So far, it’s been a lot of work 
being captain, but I love go-
ing out of my way to do things 
for the team, because I feel like 
I’m raising 19 girls, and that 
[Co-Captain] Allison Zhu [’19] 
and I have 19 children. From 
past captains I’ve learned to al-
ways be positive and support-
ive even in really difficult situ-
ations, and being classy on the 
field even where there’s a bad 

call, just encouraging people to 
not argue with the ref and to 
keep our heads up,” she said.

MacDonald shares captain-
ship with Zhu for the 2018 sea-
son. 

MacDonald said, “Working 
with Allison is so great, she’s so 
easy to work with, fun, loving, 
and understanding. She’s basi-
cally everything I’m not, so we 
balance each other out really 
well I feel like.”

In an email to The Phillipi-
an, Zhu wrote, “Elise has one 
of the biggest hearts and is the 
hardest worker — a role model 
for us all. She brings her best 
self to both practices and games, 
even when nobody is watching. 
Her presence on the team is so 
important, and I am honored to 
co-captain with her…Elise and I 
work so well together — we play 
on each other’s strengthens and 
have each other’s backs when 
one of us has an off-day.”

MacDonald’s stated goals for 
the season include making it to 
playoffs and avoiding further in-
juries for the remainder of the 
season, as the team has already 
had many players out due to in-
jury.

According to Fogg and Glass, 
MacDonald consistently works 
to develop a spirited atmosphere 

on and off the field. Especially 
before games, MacDonald ac-
complishes this by playing mu-
sic to get everyone energized. 
According to Glass, MacDonald 
helps propel the team to victo-
ries through her determination 
on the field and energy off of it. 

Glass said, “Elise always has 
a fighting spirit during games 
and is dedicated to the team. 
She always hustles really hard. 
She has impacted my time on 
soccer ever since I came on to 
the team as a [Junior]. She was 
a welcoming face and was an in-
clusive upperclassman who was 
always hi to me and was fun to 
be around. She was a leader on 
the field through her hard work 
and good plays. Elise helps us 
win on the field with her ag-
gressiveness in the midfield and 
winning balls, and by her ability 
to push the midfield up and send 
balls through to the forward. 
She helps us win off the field by 
getting everyone prepared and 
ready in the right mindset and 
hype for the game in the locker 
room.”

Fogg said, “Elise creates a lot 
of positivity. She makes sure we 
are are all in it and ready to go, 
getting us hype in the locker 
room, and stuff like that which 
is important. In the locker room 

she plays music and hands out 
the quotes for the game, and 
talks to everyone. During the 
games she is always positive, 
which makes you want to per-
form well because it’s very en-
couraging. Both Elise and Alli-
son are very supportive and it 
makes the team more of a family, 
and they’re the string that holds 
everyone together sometimes.”

Girls Varsity Soccer is unique 
because of its reputation of 
having an extremely close and 
strong dynamic, making it a spe-
cial team to be a part of, accord-
ing to MacDonald. 

MacDonald said, “My favor-
ite thing about soccer at Ando-
ver is definitely the dynamic of 
being on a team as close-knit as 
[Girls Varsity Soccer], and hav-
ing this support system. The 
most valuable thing I’ve learned 
so far from being on the team 
is that everyone goes through 
their own stuff, and everyone 
can be having a difficult time, 
but whenever we are together 
playing soccer it all fades away, 
and it’s just a good outlet to 
have.”

Editor’s Note: Allison Zhu is 
a Commentary Editor for The 
Phillipian.

PHOEBE BICKS

Captain Feature
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MacDonald has learned from past 
captains to continue to be support-
ive and maintain positivity despite 
challenges on the field.
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‘Fearless Mama Bear’ Lisa Joel Creates Close-Knit Family 
With 25 Years of Coaching Experience

Head Coach Lisa Joel devel-
oped a love for soccer early on, 
playing on co-ed town teams 
as a child. She went on to play 
collegiate soccer, basketball, 
and lacrosse at Amherst Col-
lege and then continued her 
passion for sports at Andover, 
where she began as a Teaching 
Fellow in Athletics and as the 
Andover Girls Soccer Assistant 
Coach in 1993. Five years later, 
she took over the program as 
Head Coach.

Joel said, “Coming out of 
college, sports was a big part 
of my life there, I played sports 

for four years year-round, and 
that experience was as in-
formative as my education at 
Amherst. I didn’t know what I 
wanted to do, but a teammate 
at Amherst kind of pointed 
me in the direction of coming 
to work at Andover. It seemed 
like a great transition because 
I was a Teaching Fellow in 
Athletics, I was able to coach 
the three sports that I played 
in college, which I loved, and 
it made me stay in the game. 
What I realized was now that 
I couldn’t play, coaching was a 
great way to do something that 
I loved.”

According to Joel, her fa-
vorite part about coaching the 
Andover team is having the 
chance to work with a new 
group of players each year.

Joel said, “I think what I 
enjoy most is the opportunity 
every year to have a new group 
of girls and create that unique 
team, and that unique chemis-
try. [To] figure out all the piec-
es together and sort of help 
every player reach their poten-
tial as a team… so we can be the 
best possible Girls Varsity Soc-
cer in the year it is. I love that 
challenge, because every year 
is different and it’s just a new 
group of girls so it’s fun.”

Joel motivates the team 
to work hard and grow both 
physically and mentally, ac-

cording to Emma Fogg ’21 and 
Anna Hurley ’21.

Fogg said, “She always asks 
us how we’re feeling mentally 
and physically, to make sure 
we’re not pushing ourselves 
too much where it’s not good, 
but in the areas where she 
knows we can do better. She 
pushes us because she knows 
that’ll make us a better person 
or a better athlete, and it helps 
improve our game technique 
or just help us with things in 
general.”

Hurley added, “As a coach, 
she gives our team helpful ad-
vice on the field. She doesn’t 
just focus on the physical as-
pect of things, either. She has 
helped me improve the men-
tal side of my game. She has 
taught me a lot about mind-
fulness, and she also has our 
team take two deep breaths 
just before the start of every 
game. Because of her, I am a lot 
stronger mentally on the field.”

According to Myra Bhath-
ena ’22 and Co-Captain Elise 
MacDonald ’19, one of Joel’s 
best qualities is her ability to 
create a close and inclusive 
team environment through her 
care for each player.

In an email to The Phillipian, 
MacDonald wrote, “My favor-
ite thing about Lisa is how she 
treats every single player on 
the team like a daughter. She 

really fosters the tight-knit 
family spirit that [Girls Varsity 
Soccer] is known for. She’s our 
fearless mama bear.”

Bhathena said, “From the 
first moment on the team, it 
is clear that she is more than 
just a coach to her players. 
She encourages us to support 
each other, and always says 
that we’re not just a team, 
we’re a family. We have done 
many team bonding activities 
like eating breakfast with our 
hands tied to our teammate’s 
hands. Lisa does an amazing 
job making everyone feel wel-
come and included.”

Along with being an encour-
aging coach, Joel is also a role 
model, supportive friend, and 
mentor, according to Co-Cap-
tain Allison Zhu ’19 and Hur-
ley.

“Lisa is our coach and our 
role model, because she will 
do ‘Whatever It Takes’ for oth-
ers. For example, at Team Prep 
Camp in Maine, a teammate 
forgot her toothbrush, so Lisa 
drove over to a nearby conve-
nience store to get her one,” 
Zhu wrote in an email to The 
Phillipian.

Hurley said, “Lisa is not only 
a great coach, but she is a great 
person and friend. As a friend, 
Lisa is always there if you need 
to talk. She wants to help you 
in any way she can. If I’m ever 

having a problem, Lisa is my 
go-to person.”

Joel says she hopes that over 
the remainder of the season the 
team will continue to improve 
and enjoy playing together.

Joel said, “Our hopes all 
the time is that we define the 
success of our season not just 
in wins and losses. Certainly I 
am very competitive so I like 
to win, but I think I increas-
ingly understand how we ex-
perience the season, and how 
we feel about coming to Graves 
[Hall] every day, and feel com-
peting together, and work hard 
towards a common goal, those 
measures of success are actual-
ly more important to me than 
wins and losses.”

Joel continued, “So, would I 
like to win the rest of our games 
all season long? I absolutely 
would. But what I’m certain 
of is we’re just going to take it 
day by day, and we’ll see how 
the season goes along. Each 
day we’re going to be a better 
team, and we’re going to grow 
as people, and I feel I’m doing 
that alongside of the girls so I 
have a blast every day.”

Editor’s Note: Allison Zhu is 
a Commentary Editor for The 
Phillipian. 

LILLIE COOPER
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Coach Lisa Joel manages to bond 
with each player, depite having a 
new roster every year.

Persistence Earns Team Two Wins at Home

After scoring two goals with-
in 11 minutes of the first half, 
Andover Girls Soccer took an 
early lead against St. Paul’s this 
past Saturday, contributing 
to its 3-1 win. On Wednesday, 
the team continued its success 
against Governor’s with a 6-3 
win. The team’s record now sits 
at 5-5-1.

On Saturday, Andover main-
tained its composure and high 
energy, allowing it rebound af-
ter giving up a goal, according 
to Emma Fogg ’21.

“I think a big thing to our 
success in that game was how 
we didn’t let a goal let us down. 
We scored and had momentum, 
but immediately they scored. 
But I think we realized how if 
we kept pushing that goal won’t 
matter and we just need to play 
our game. I think our sideline 
did a really good job of being en-
couraging and motivating,” said 
Fogg

Andover’s communication, 
as well as its passing sequences 
and precision helped the team 
to achieve both of its wins this 
past week, according to Kather-
ine Marquis ’21 and Jess Moses 
PG ’19.

Marquis said, “We played 
very well in the past two games. 

We have had good passing, com-
munication, and execution. We 
practice passing and communi-
cation, and it has really shown 
in the games, and we have im-
proved our execution.” 

“The first half of the game 
[on Wednesday] we were com-
municating and moving as a unit 
very smoothly. Our passes were 
to feet, and we brought the ball 
all the way from the defense, 
through the midfield and up to 
our strikers who scored three 
easy goals within the first 20 
minutes of the game,” said Mo-
ses.

Later in the week, Andover 
started its game against Gover-
nor’s strong with a high level of 
energy that remained constant 
throughout the afternoon, ac-
cording to Isabella Di Benedetto 
’20 and Moses.

“We started the game with a 
high energy and that led us to 
score a few goals quickly. We 
played very well and this energy 
continued until the final whis-
tle,” said Di Benedetto.

“We worked fantastic to-
gether today and our captains 
[Elise MacDonald ’19 and Alli-
son Zhu ’19] do so much to make 
sure our energy is always at its 
highest. The sidelines is where 
we get the most energy. Our fel-
low teammates cheering us on 
always keeps the spirits high,” 
said Moses.

The game on Wednesday 
gave Andover the opportunity 
to alter its lineup, according to 
Mary Stuart Kerrigan ’22.

“We have a few injuries on 
the team right now so today was 
a chance for a lot of non-start-
ers to really make and impact on 
the game. We had a lot of energy 
going into the first half and we 
had the advantage of playing 

with the wind which brought us 
into a 4-0 lead at halftime. We 
continued that same energy in 
the second half and played some 
people in positions they do not 
normally play,” said Kerrigan.

Moving forward, Andover 
looks to improve its execution 

on corner kicks, according to 
Marquis.

Marquis said, “We could im-
prove on finishing off of our cor-
ner kicks, as over the season we 
have had chances to finish these 
in the games and have not suc-
ceeded much in doing so.” 

The team will travel to 
Northfield Mount Hermon this 
Saturday.

Editor’s Note: Allison Zhu is 
a Commentary Editor for The 
Phillipian.

KENDALL MCCULLOM
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Andover’s strong passing helped the team scoring three goals in the first 20 minutes in its matchup against St. 
Paul’s.

Andover

St. Paul’s

3

1

Andover

Governor’s

6

3
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Schubert to Schumann: 
Academy Bands and Orchestras 

Perform Group Pieces 

Jazz Band 
Showcases New Tunes 

At Family Weekend

Following three quick beats 
on the drum, a long, blaring 
trumpet note fills the dining 
hall as the saxophones join in 
with the upbeat melody. This 
piece, “Greetings and Saluta-
tions” by Thad Jones, was one 
of the eight pieces performed 
by the Academy Jazz Band at 
the Jazz Brunch on Sunday. 
The group’s repertoire features 
pieces by Jones every year. 

“He’s a really important fig-
ure in jazz history and I think 
that it’s a really nice score that 
he’s written that not many 
bands play,” said Christopher 
Gagne, Instructor in Music. 

The Jazz Brunch took place 
in Lower Right of Paresky Com-
mons. The event is held annual-
ly during Family Weekend, and 
is one of the main performanc-
es put on by the Andover Jazz 
Band. 

“I think it’s cool that they 
have a Jazz Band so the families 
can come and see it, and I hope 
that they do more of the similar 
integration to school life when 
parents aren’t here. I think it’s 
always really cool to hear stu-
dents playing such good music,” 
said audience member Chi Ig-
bokwe ’21. 

The concert commemorat-
ed the 28th anniversary of the 
death of Leonard Bernstein, 
who many consider to be one of 
the greatest American compos-
ers. The band played his piece 
“Cool” from the film “West 
Side Story.” Performed as the 
penultimate song in the band’s 
program, the piece had a steady 
trumpet rhythm interplayed 
with gentle melodies on the 
saxophones. 

The concert began with three 
scores by an eight-person en-
semble, including “Blue Train” 
by John Coltrane, “Sidewinder” 

by Lee Morgan, and “Moanin’” 
by Bobby Timmons. The small 
group was made up of one so-
loist from each instrument sec-
tion. 

“I think that it feels more 
relaxed and expressive when 
playing with a subset of the 
Jazz Band. Along the way, we 
have figured out how to com-
municate with each other bet-
ter, whether in solo sections or 
simply starting and ending each 
piece… Personally, my favorite 
small group piece was ‘Moanin.’ 
I really liked the piano solos at 
the beginning of the piece. This 
section has a super cool ‘ques-
tion-response’ structure,” wrote 
saxophonist Arjun Venigalla ’19 
in an email to The Phillipian. 

Trumpet player Eamon Gar-
rity-Rokous ’20 added, “I think 
each soloist did a superb [ job] 
getting a feel for each of the 
songs and caring more about 
the jazz and the rhythms than 
the actual precise notes. I think 
the trombone players especial-
ly had noteworthy solos. For 
me, being a soloist is exhilarat-
ing. It can make you feel anx-
ious before the times comes, 
but during the solo you really 
do get a feeling and enjoyment 
for the music.”

Gagne will be taking over as 
the main director of the group 
while Peter Cirelli, Instruc-
tor in Music, is on Sabbatical 
the next two terms. Gange ex-
pressed delight at seeing the 
players’ dedication to practic-
ing their music. 

“They all work really hard, 
they all take it very seriously. 
I practice [in Graves Hall] at 
night, and I always hear them 
practicing their parts. That’s a 
really good quality here. They 
go practice, so that [when] you 
throw [music] out there one re-
hearsal, by the next rehearsal 
they are almost totally good on 
it,” said Gagne. 

With eyes fixed on their sheet 
music, the clarinetists of L’In-
sieme di Martedi Sera swayed 
along to the lilting minor melo-
dy of Reinhold Gliére’s “Russian 
Sailor’s Dance.” In an abrupt 
transition, the volume, pitch, 
and speed of the music climbed 
as musicians began to play the 
melody, with the trumpets blar-
ing the main theme of the song. 
The piece continued to fluctuate 
between loud melodies and soft, 
melancholic themes before end-
ing with a frenzied flourish.

“It had different beats. It had 
everything going for it: it had the 
drums, it had the flutes, it had the 
clarinets, it had just so much. It 
was uplifting — that’s how I felt 
about it — very uplifting. It kind of 
woke me up, not that I was sleep-
ing… but it made me feel like I 
was part of what was happening,” 
said Augustina Olafimihan P’22.

“Russian Sailor’s Dance” 
opened the Academy Orches-
tras and Bands Concert held last 
Friday during Family Weekend 
in Cochran Chapel. The concert 
featured the L’Insieme di Marte-
di Sera, Concert Band, and Acad-
emy Symphony Orchestra, which 
consists of the Amadeus Cham-
ber Orchestra and the Academy 
Chamber Orchestra.

Shortly after the first piece, 
the Amadeus Chamber Orchestra 
performed Soon Hee Newbold’s 
“Orion and the Scorpion,” featur-
ing violin soloist Kenichi Fujiwara 
’22 and cello soloist Amy Chung 

’22. The piece began with a pow-
erful cello melody and a subtle,  
high-pitched melody by the vio-
lins. It quickly transformed into 
an energetic melody of staccato 
notes followed by long, gloomy 
melodies that gradually increased 
in sound and depth, a prominent 
theme throughout the piece.

Kobe Gyamfi ’22, one of the 
violinists in the Amadeus Cham-
ber Orchestra, said, “I really liked 
[“Orion and the Scorpion”]... It 
had a lot of beat and soul, and it 
felt like it told a story. It was fun 
to come together to play a song 
that I really enjoyed and to share 
it with everyone.” 

The Academy Chamber Or-
chestra also performed select 
movements from Leos Janacek’s 
“Idyll for String Orchestra” and 
Franz Schubert’s Symphony No. 
5 in B flat major, D. 485. “Idyll for 
String Orchestra” contained vari-
ous melodic phrases that gradual-
ly increased in pitch as the piece 
progressed. In stark contrast, the 
symphony featured a rapid, exhil-
arating pace and multiple caden-
zas.

“My favorite piece at this con-
cert was definitely the Schubert 
Symphony No. 5. It’s just one of 
those pieces you fall in love with 
the first time you hear it. It’s quite 
difficult to keep together because 
the piece is supposed to come off 
as relaxed and almost noncha-
lant, so the extra hard work the 
orchestra and Dr. [Derek] Jacoby 
[Instructor in Music and Conduc-
tor of the Academy Symphony 
and Chamber Orchestra] put into 
it is another reason why I par-

ticularly enjoy playing [it],” said 
Angelreana Choi ’19, a flutist in 
the Academy Concert Band and 
the Chamber and the Symphony 
Orchestras. 

In addition, the Academy 
Symphony Orchestra played 
two movements of “Capriccio 
Espagnol,” Op. 34, by Nikolai 
Rimsky-Korsakov. The piece be-
gan with a string of choppy bow 
strokes but progressed to a con-
nected symphony of all the in-
struments.

“It’s the fastest and most tech-
nically challenging piece,” said 
Emmeline Song ’20, a violinist in 
the Academy Chamber and Sym-
phony Orchestra.

“It was wonderful… hearing 
everyone’s instruments fusing 
together into one. Hearing all the 
sounds meld together is so ca-
thartic and beautiful, and I don’t 
have to think about anything else 
in my life for a couple moments,” 
continued Song.

The concert allowed students 
to showcase not only their com-
mand of their instruments but 
also their musical expression 
with the diverse moods and emo-
tions of each piece. According to 
Jacoby, the concert was a success.

“The students brought a lot 
of energy that they didn’t always 
have in rehearsals. They’re in 
front of an audience and, all of a 
sudden, they play with lots of en-
ergy and excitement. Just helping 
the students hear the music and 
express the music better is a nice, 
fun thing for me personally,” said 
Jacoby. 

SARAH WANG
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Peter Cirelli, Instructor in Music, conducts the Jazz Band as Eliot Min ’19 
performs his solo. Cirelli will be on Sabbatical during Winter Term and 
Spring Term, and will temporarily leave his post as Jazz Band director.
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Look of the Week: 
Amour Ellis ’22 Finds Flair in Vintage Pieces and Dyed Hair

Layering a bright, mustard 
yellow jacket over a simple 
black tank top, Amour El-
lis ’22 finishes her look with 
washed mom jeans. Her 
bright orange hair comple-
ments her gold-rimmed glass-
es and gold chain.

“I tend to describe my style 
as artsy, ’90s like. In my old 
school, we had a uniform, so 
I wore the same ugly khakis 

and red cardigan shirt. . . I 
knew when I got [to Andover] 
I wanted to be, not someone 
different, but I wanted to 
wear the clothes that I want-
ed to wear,” said Ellis. 

Ellis stressed the impor-
tance of developing her style 
over the summer and expand-
ing beyond what she was 
comfortable with in the realm 
of fashion. According to El-
lis, when she started putting 
more thought into her fash-
ion choices, she felt confident 

throughout the day knowing 
that she looked good.

Ariana White ’22, a friend 
of Ellis’, said, “I really do 
enjoy her style and what she 
wears and what she brings to 
the table and how much con-
fidence she has… Every single 
time she comes out of [Na-
than Hale House], I’m like, 
‘Okay, she’s going to wear 
something new and different, 
and later on it’s going to make 
me… [want to] rock that style 
as well.’ ”

When looking for inspira-
tion, Ellis flips through mag-
azines and experiments in the 
opposite direction, striving 
for unconventionality and 
often wearing clothing that 
others might not be willing to 
wear. She refuses to be con-
fined by standards or limits. 

“I stand by the statement 
‘a person never gets cold.’ Ev-
eryone’s like, ‘Oh, the Mas-
sachusetts weather is cold. 
You’re going to suffer.’ In the 
mail, I just bought two tube 
tops. I’m living my best life,” 
said Ellis.

Ellis has received fashion 
inspiration from her friends 
and family. According to El-
lis, she gained inspiration for 

one of her signature looks, 
a tucked-in shirt, from her 
brother.

“My go-to outfit is, which I 
wear like three times a week, 
don’t catch me on this, but it’s 
like a t-shirt tucked in. My 
brother wears a lot of polos, 
and they’re kind of ugly, but 
he left a box of his clothes in 
my room. I end up taking out 
of that box, and I tuck [the 
shirts] into these mom jeans 
that I have,” said Ellis.

The color of her hair is a 
staple of every outfit. In the 
past, Ellis has dyed her hair 
slate grey, electric blue, bright 
yellow, and more recently, a 
brilliant orange. According to 
Ellis, she started dyeing her 
hair since her acceptance to 
Andover, which she thought 
encouraged self-expres-
sion more than her previous 
school. In addition to contrib-
uting to her fashion, however, 
dyeing her hair has become a 
bonding activity among her 
and her friends.

White, who has dyed Ellis’s 
hair twice, said, “I think she’s 
rocked every single color she’s 
had so far. And her clothing 
really pairs [with] it.”

LAURA OSPINA

Ellis refers to the Fila Disruptor II as her  “dad shoes” and says that they 
reflect her emphasis on vintage pieces.

M.LEVY/THE PHILLIPIAN

Amour Ellis ’22 cites her bright 
orange hair as an important aspect 
of her fashion.
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Grammy-Winning Choral Ensemble Conspirare 
Visits Campus to Remember Matthew Shepard

“I’m disappointed in myself. In 
my life. All my life, everything I 
tried, I only got halfway there. 

You try to take advantage of the 
time you have. That’s what they 
tell you to do. But when you’re 
old, you look back and you see 
all you did, with all that time, is 
waste it. All you have is a story 
of things you never started or 

couldn’t finish. Things you fought 
with all your heart to build that 

didn’t last or fought with all your 
heart to get rid of and they’re 
all still around. I’m ashamed of 

myself.” 
 - Chabon

Are you looking for a new book to read?  We 
are two people with a love for reading. In 

the coming weeks, we’ll be telling you about 
literary gems you need to read and what books 

you may want to pass on. This week, we are 
reviewing

By Best Chantanapongvanij and Mudmee Sereeyothin

In this review, we are going to talk about 
a memoir, or more accurately, a “nov-
el-memoir.” Despite what you may think, 
this isn’t a story about a famous historical 
figure, a president, an athlete, or a nobel 
laureate. This is a story of an old man — 
“a dying man, remembering his story.”  
In “Moonglow,” Michael Chabon, the 
Pulitzer-winning author of “The Amaz-
ing Adventures of Kavalier and Klay,” 
assembles the stories his taciturn grand-
father tells him while under a myriad of 
painkillers on his deathbed. We learn of 
his experiences as a soldier hunting Nazi 
rocket scientists during World War II, as 
an engineer with a passion for space trav-
el, as a man falling in love with a girl, and 
as an employee choking a boss with a 
telephone cord. 

E.WU/THE PHILLIPIAN
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A lone spotlight illuminates 
Craig Hella Johnson at the 
piano, who glances at his en-
semble before launching into 
the opening of Bach’s Prelude 
in C Major. The familiar piece 
then smoothly transitions into 
the first ensemble song, “Cat-
tle, Horses, Sky and Grass,” as 
the projectors light up with 
a video of tall grass swaying 
gently in the wind. The slides 
change with the tone of the 
piece, lights illuminating then 
darkening the stage. 

Grammy-winning choir 
ensemble Conspirare visit-
ed Andover this past week. 
During its stay on campus, the 
group taught master class-
es, performed at All-School 
Meeting, and presented a 
concert in Cochran Chapel 
on Wednesday evening. The 
work performed was “Con-
sidering Matthew Shepard,” 
a choral piece composed and 
conducted by Johnson. 

“Considering Matthew 
Shepard” tells the true story 
of Matthew Shepard, a young 
man who was murdered in 
a hate crime because of his 
homosexuality. Conspirare 
delivers an sentimental and 
intimate tribute to Shepard 
through music. 

Audience member Tyler 
Wei ’21 said, “I thought [the 
performance] was very emo-
tional. This is the first offi-

cial choral concert I’ve gone 
to, and I never expected to 
be emotionally hit the way I 
was. Some of the songs were 
on touchy subjects such as re-
ligion, sexuality, and identity, 
and I think that throughout 
all the songs — even though 
they were about touchy sub-
jects — they sang them in such 
a way that impacted you.”

According to Johnson, the 
impact Shepard’s story left on 

him led to the eventual inspi-
ration for the piece.

“It took a big event and a 
big story. I was very pierced 
by the story of Matthew Shep-
ard… and I felt that I wanted 
to respond in such a way that 
it took a long time before I 
felt ready. And once I start-
ed, I really wanted this to be 
a memorial. We create art 
sometimes because we want 
to remember. I wanted you 

to know who Matthew was 
and I wanted us to both learn 
from his death but also from 
his life. It was one of things in 
life that just kind of chose me 
and I couldn’t escape wanting 
to respond,” said Johnson in a 
Q&A period after the concert. 

Chloe Choi ’19, another au-
dience member, said, “Seeing 
[the ensemble interpret the 
story] into some sort of musi-
cality was a really cool expe-

rience for me, since I normal-
ly don’t do that as a classical 
musician. Watching people 
turn real-life events into 
beautiful music and hearing 
the result of that musicality 
was eye-opening.” 

Johnson’s project includ-
ed singing, recitations, lights, 
props, and acting, which al-
lowed for the ensemble to tell 
the story of Matthew Shep-
ard in both direct and subtle 
ways. 

According to Johnson, an 
integral theme of the work is 
gratitude and hope, as seen in 
several of the songs, and espe-
cially the closing movement, 
“Thank You.”

“With all these things, we 
say thank you. Over and over 
again. We say ‘thank you’ the 
way they direct our lives, 
so he’s the doing the same 
thing… I still believe in the 
flame of love in our lives, and 
I still believe that we could 
hope together, and I still be-
lieve in the revolution. If all 
of us chose that, we can ab-
solutely change the world… 
if we’re willing to dream. We 
say ‘How can we be dream-
ing?’ in the big movement at 
the end,” said Johnson. 

In addition to the vocal 
ensemble and piano, Conspi-
rare also employs a violin, vi-
ola, cello, double bass, guitar, 
clarinet, and percussion as 
accompaniments. All instru-
mental music was provided 
by the musicians of the group.

IRENE KWON
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Conspirare chronicles the story of Matthew Shepard in the album “Considering Mathew Shepard” under the 
direction of composer and conductor Craig Hella Johnson.

The constant jumping and            
hopping between different set-
tings and time periods makes 
this work similar to a collection 
of short stories, each with its own 
unique tone from humorous to 
heartbreaking. Similar to his other 
novels, Chabon masterfully crafts 
each sentence, stitching togeth-
er beautiful metaphors to make 
each scene remarkably vivid and 
exuberant with emotion and famil-
iarity. This book serves as an exam-
ple of how versatile a novel could 
be and will definitely draw you to 
Chabon’s other works. 

“Moonglow” by Michael Chabon

T.CONRARDY/THE PHILLIPIAN

Rating: 9/10

Academy Chorus’ “Where We Belong” 
Channels Hope and Joy at Family Weekend

With light, upbeat harmo-
nies, the Academy Chorus and 
The Fidelio Society began the 
concert with their rendition 
of “The Farthest Field” by Da-
vid Dodson.

The concert, titled “Where 
We Belong,” was held this past 
Saturday in Cochran Chap-
el during Family Weekend. 
Conducted by Abbey Sieg-
fried, School Organist and In-
structor in Music. the concert 
featured pieces by Grammy 
Award-winning choral con-
ductor, composer, and arrang-
er Craig Hella Johnson, who 
visited campus this week.

“The underlying themes of 
all of the texts I chose for the 
concert were a sense of be-
longing, community, finding a 
place where we are connect-
ed. All of the texts spoke to 
this — most directly, ‘The Far-
thest Field,’ ” wrote Siegfried 
in an email to The Phillipian.

Students also performed 
“Gitanjali Chants,” a piece 
composed by Johnson. The 
song began with a smooth, 
deep melody of minor chords 
and rumbling hums. Soon, the 
piece swelled with the har-
monies of all the singers.

“There were a few chal-
lenges in terms of matching 
our pitch and tempo together 

so that we were able to flow 
in unison. Even though these 
challenges were numerous 
across several songs, I feel 
like over time we were able 
to work alongside each other 
and complement each other 
so that by the time of the con-
cert we were working as four 
united groups working in har-
mony,” said Chorus member 
Max de Saint-Exupery ’20.

The concert also featured 
a performance by The Fide-
lio Society and soloist Denise 
Taveras ’21 singing “Some-
times I Feel Like A Motherless 
Child,” arranged by Johnson. 
The performance began with 
a steady harmony until Tav-
eras’s voice pierced through 
the melodies. Building slowly 
to a climax, the chorus soon 
joined Taveras, intensifying 
in volume and harmony.

“Getting the chance to 
come together and work on 
the pieces together was real-
ly important towards creating 
our final music together, and 
I think it was really important 
that we met and spent time 
with each other and got to 
know each other so that we 
could perform music togeth-
er,” said Fidelio and Chorus 
member Abigail Taylor ’20. 

The concert ended as a 
tribute to Matthew Shepard, 
a gay man who was the vic-
tim of a hate crime in 1998, 

with the song “All Of Us,” 
also composed by Johnson. 
The performance consisted of 
swelling cascades of harmo-
nies as the chorus sung about 
hope and bringing each other 
up. The chorus broke down to 
slow, steady melodies during 
the middle of the piece, only 
to surge back with power and 
volume. The song was taken 
from the concert-length work 
“Considering Matthew Shep-

ard” and reminded the audi-
ence about the importance of 
unity and friendship.

“I do think the Family 
Weekend concert went so 
well. Both Fidelio and Cho-
rus had their ‘best-yet’ mo-
ments with each of the pieces 
we performed. Why? Because 
they were fully present in the 
moment, they trusted and 
connected with each other 
as singers and human be-

ings, they enjoyed perform-
ing together, and they got the 
deeper meaning of the pieces 
we were singing,” wrote Sieg-
fried.

Audience member Max 
Fang ’22 said, “[Siegfried] 
talked about how people used 
different emotions to try to 
give hope, and I thought a lot 
the songs really conveyed that 
positive emotion.”

DARIAN ZHANG

The Academy Chorus and The Fidelio Society came together to perform in celebration of Family Weekend and to 
welcome choral ensemble Conspirare.
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