
“Why are we here, Mom? 
How are we here?” is the 
question Lorella Praeli, 
American Civil Liberties 
Union (A.C.L.U.) Deputy 
National Political Director 
and Director of Immigration 
Policy and Campaigns, once 
asked her mother about their 
status as undocumented im-
migrants. 

Praeli, the Youth from Ev-
ery Quarter speaker at Tues-

day’s All-School Meeting 
(ASM), discussed the impor-
tance of power and choice, 
and her experiences both as 
a disabled woman and as an 
undocumented immigrant.

When she was just two 
years old, Praeli lost her 
right leg in the aftermath of 
a car accident.

In her speech, Praeli said, 
“My story goes back to when 
I was in Peru, where I was 

For over 100 years, each Head 
of School has lived in Phelps 
House, a cozy home at 189 Main 
Street recognizable by its grand 
wooden door, overhanging bal-
cony, and the occasional blue 
flag. As a result of its rich history, 
Phelps House has accumulated 
historical treasures within its 
walls. 

Phelps House has two identi-
cal chairs from the late 1800s, on 
one of which George Washington 
sat in during his visit to Ando-
ver. Because there is speculation 
about which of the two chairs 
Washington actually sat on, visi-
tors are encouraged to sit in both. 

“[Madam Phillips] immediate-
ly covered the chair, and nobody 
sat on it until [Washington] died… 
If we were to pull all the uphol-
stery out, underneath it says 
which one it is. But we haven’t 
done that, although I’m think-
ing now maybe we should,” said 
Head of School John Palfrey. 

John Palfrey continued, “You 
can sit in both of them, and then 
you will have definitely sat in 
the chair that George Washing-
ton sat in. [George Washington] 
of course is a major figure in our 
history. He is now much more 
complicated, because of how he’d 
been a slave owner and so forth 

in our retelling, but at the time he 
was completely venerated.” 

The so-called ‘George Wash-
ington chair’ is not the only indi-
cator of Phelps House’s rich col-
lection of Andover history. Built 
in 1812, Phelps House was origi-
nally meant to attract a professor 
of “Pulpit Eloquence” at the An-
dover Theological Society (ATS). 
Pulpit Eloquence, also known 
as homiletics, is the study of the 
art of writing and preaching ser-
mons. 

David Chase is a former res-
ident of Phelps House and the 
husband of Barbara Landis Chase, 
fourteenth Head of School. Ac-
cording to David Chase, an ATS 
donor named William Bartlet 
originally built the house for a 
professor named Edward Dorr 
Griffin, who taught Pulpit Elo-
quence. 

According to David Chase, 
Griffin was considered very diffi-
cult to work with and left Ando-
ver suddenly, much to the embar-
rassment of the faculty. 

“In order to get the [professor 
that Bartlet] wanted, he offered 
to build whatever house this guy 
requested. And the man he chose 
was named Edward Dorr Grif-
fin, and the reason Phelps house 
is so… much grander than any of 
the others… is because Edward 
Dorr Griffin had an enormous 
ego, thought great things of him-

self and decided, ‘Well, if I’m go-
ing to go to little old Andover out 
in the sticks, I’m going to have a 
wonderful house.’ And William 
Bartlet said, ‘You just tell him to 
get a design for the house and I’ll 
build it for you.’ And he did,” said 
David Chase.

Phelps House is also a birth-
place of American literary and 
theological history books. In the 
backyard of Phelps House, there 
is a small teahouse off to the side 
of the lawn. According to David 
Chase, this teahouse was where 
Elizabeth Stuart Phelps, author 
of “The Gates Ajar,” wrote said 
novel, which would later become 
a massive success. 

“Elizabeth Stuart Phelps, who 
is today the most famous person 
to live at Phelps house… from the 
1840s until the 1890s, she was 
brought up there. And she, in the 
1860s, became a bestselling au-
thor, and the teahouse was her 
writing room,” said David Chase. 

Additionally, early American 
theologians pursued their goals 
in Phelps House under the super-
vision of the ATS. 

Calvinist initiatives and the 
largest Protestant missionary 
movement also began at Phelps 
House, according to David Chase. 
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The first ever Math Open at 
Andover (MOAA) took place on 
October 6 and attracted 130 mid-
dle-school students from both do-
mestic and international schools. 

According to its website, 
MOAA hopes “to promote the 
involvement of middle school 
students in the mathematical 
community with a fulfilling, intel-
lectually stimulating, and fun ex-
perience for everybody.” 

Lasting from 8:00 a.m. to 5:30 
p.m., the event began with an indi-
vidual round, which was followed 

by a group round, and ended 
with the finale round, dubbed the 
“Gunga Bowl.” In addition, three 
guests were invited to speak: Mi-
chael Ren ’18, a 2018 International 
Mathematical Olympiad (IMO) 
gold medalist and current MIT 
student; Vivien Mallick, Director 
of Admissions at Andover; and 
current Harvard University stu-
dent Valerie Zhang ’17.

The event was organized by 
Justin Chang ’19 and Andy Xu ’19 
with the help of Andover faculty 
members, who have been plan-
ning MOAA since last spring. 
They say they are inspired by a 
desire to create opportunities for 
others like those available to them 

in middle school.
“We came up with the idea 

in May 2018. At the time, there 
weren’t any middle school com-
petitions that were local or in the 
fall. Both of us had participated in 
many math competitions, so we 
wanted to create an opportunity 
and allow local middle school stu-
dents to enjoy an awesome nearby 
math competition. It branched 
out from just a math competition 
to include speakers, opportunities 
to explore campus, breakfast and 
lunch in Paresky Commons, and 
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Keynotes, Andover’s co-ed a capella group, is one of 13 acts performing at Grasshopper Night 2018. This year, the theme is ‘Good vs. Evil.’ Turn to Arts & Leisure for more coverage. 

‘Math Open at Andover’ Launches, 
Inviting Middle Schoolers to Campus

‘No One Can Take Away What 
You’re Learning’: Lorella Praeli 
Emphasizes Power and Choice

Continued on A8, Column 4
Continued on A5, Column 1

After taking Spanish-400 
his Lower year, Pablo Sanchez 
’19 promised that he would 
someday write about the cor-
rido, a popular genre of Mex-
ican music, during his time at 
Andover.

Sanchez got that chance 
through the CAMD Scholar-
ship, an annual program that 
allows selected students to re-
search topics related to diver-
sity and multiculturalism. Last 
Friday, Sanchez presented his 
CAMD Scholar findings in his 
presentation, “The Duality of 
the Mexican Narcocorrido: 
How Songs About the Drug 
Trade Expose the Truth About 
the Mexican Condition.” 

Corridos are ballad-like 
songs that have evolved from 
honoring Mexican Revolu-
tionaries to glorifying drug 
culture and violence, accord-
ing to Sanchez’s project de-
scription. In some parts of 
Mexico, corridos have been 
banned from radio for their 

lyrics. 
In an interview with The 

Phillipian, Sanchez said that 
he hoped the audience would 
be able to walk away recog-
nizing corridos as a legitimate 
form of expression.

“I hope [the attendees] rec-
ognize corridos as a valid art 
form, and beyond that, I hope 
they recognize that there are 
other groups that have repre-
sentation in their own ways 
and just because it’s a niche 
culture and it is in small pock-
ets of America, it doesn’t 
mean it’s not legitimate. It 
doesn’t mean it’s not actually 
impactful to not only Mex-
ican citizens but American 
citizens as well who don’t feel 
like they’re being accepted or 
assimilated by the larger U.S. 
society,” said Sanchez.

Sanchez had a personal 
connection to corridos, hav-
ing listened to them since 
his childhood. During his re-
search, Sanchez considered 
why he identifies with the 

   CAMD Scholar Pablo Sanchez ’19 
On the Role of Corridos In 

Mexican Culture
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Pablo Sanchez ’19 found a connection with corridos from a young age, 
having listened to them growing up. 

two hours long, 
two breadbowls short
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Students involved in organiza-
tions covered by The Phillipian will 
not play any role in assigning, writ-
ing, producing, or editing content 
regarding said organizations. 

The Phillipian welcomes all 
letters to the Editor. We try to print 
all letters, but because of space 

limitations, we enforce a 500-word 
limit. We reserve the right to edit 
all submitted letters. Letters must 
be responses to articles already 
published by The Phillipian. We 
will not publish any anonymous 
letters. Please submit letters by the 
Monday of each week to phillip-

ian@phil- lipian.net or to 
our newsroom in the basement of 
Morse Hall. 

To subscribe, email subscribe@
phillipian.net, or write to The Phil-
lipian, 180 Main Street,        Ando-
ver, MA, 01810. 

All contents of The Phillipian 

copyright © 2018, The Trustees of 
Phillips Academy, Inc. Reproduc-
tion of any material herein without 
the expressed written consent of 
The Trustees of Phillips Academy, 
Inc. and the Editorial Board of The 
Phillipian is strictly prohibited.

Editorial

Recently, phrases such as “That ain’t it,” 
“It be like that,” and “They pressed” have 
emerged as go-to lines that students use to 
express any displeasing emotion, adding 
on to a long list of colloquial phrases that 
originate from black culture. Despite the 
origin of these phrases, they have notice-
ably been adopted by non-black students 
from privileged backgrounds. What many 
students do not know, however, is that 
these phrases are all examples of African-
American Vernacular English (AAVE), and 
that their increased normalization can be 
considered a form of cultural appropria-
tion.

AAVE, also commonly referred to as Eb-
onics, is a dialect, ethnolect, and sociolect 
of American English natively spoken by 
working class Black Americans, according 
to reachout.com. Although the vast ma-
jority of Andover students do not identify 
as working class Black Americans, many 
still routinely use AAVE with very little 
regard to its origins or implications. The 
rise of social media coupled with Black 
artists’ domination of mainstream culture 
through music has further contributed to 
the popularization of AAVE.

For centuries, dominant groups in 
power have ridiculed Black people’s ver-
nacular as a means of undermining their 
intelligence and further justifying their 
oppression. But now, non-black people 
from privileged backgrounds, those who 
have systematically held and continue to 
hold a higher amount of institutional pow-
er, have begun to integrate these words 
into their daily vocabulary without any 
social repercussions. This normalization 
of AAVE by non-black students, who may 
not necessarily understand the centuries 
of oppression, discrimination, and stigma 
backing those words, is representative of a 
larger double standard that exists between 

dominant and oppressed racial groups.
Discussions surrounding cultural ap-

propriation typically manifest through the 
lenses of clothing and accessories, but the 
use of Ebonics by non-black people, par-
ticularly those who are unfamiliar with 
its origins or implications, fits the defini-
tion as well. Cultural appropriation oc-
curs when a dominant culture or group in 
power seizes an aspect of a less dominant 
culture. In the case of normalized AAVE, 
members of the dominant culture, specifi-
cally white people, have appropriated ele-
ments of Black vernacular. This is evident 
in not only the double standard previously 
mentioned but also in the fact that AAVE 
is routinely used to express and respond 
to stereotypically black emotions and feel-
ings, such as intense apathy and irrational 
anger.

This issue won’t be resolved, nor should 
it be addressed, through the restriction of 
speech. But the sudden and frequent use of 
AAVE by privileged non-black students at 
Andover suggests that black vernacular is 
being used for purposes other than simply 
communication. Although we do not advo-
cate for the elimination of these phrases 
from non-black speech, we do hope for 
more critical self reflection on the origins 
of AAVE and the subsequent implications 
of using it. 

Ultimately, the rapid normalization of 
AAVE becomes more than just a question 
of cultural appropriation, but eventually a 
question of respect. We need to better as-
sess why we choose to use the words that 
we do and the meanings behind them. It 
may not seem that deep, but it is. It really, 
truly is.

This editorial represents the views of 
The Phillipian, vol. CXLI.
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A Clarification From Last Week’s 
Look of the Week  

In last week’s issue of The 
Phillipian, I was featured as 
Arts & Leisure’s Look of the 
Week. An image published in 
association with the article 
depicted me in a sweatshirt 
with a patch of Pepe the Frog 
sewn in the armpit, an article 
of clothing that was also men-
tioned in the text of the arti-
cle. Since then, I have learned 
that Pepe the Frog has been 
appropriated by alt-right and 
anti-Semitic hate groups and 
has been added to the Anti-
Defamation League’s database 
of hate symbols. I would like 

to clarify that I had no knowl-
edge of these connections of 
the character and no intention 
to promote the hateful messag-
es of these groups. In wearing 
and speaking about this sweat-
shirt, I wanted to present what 
I thought would be a whole-
some and jovial character, as 
Pepe the Frog was intended to 
be when originally created by 
Matt Furie in 2005. I was un-
aware of the more recent as-
sociations with the character, 
and I sincerely apologize for 
the confusion that this may 
have caused. 

Contact Amelia Meyer at 
ameyer21@andover.edu.

Corrections:
News misspelled the name of a concept in Brooklyn Raney’s presen-

tation in the article  titled “Something’s Not Right.” Raney spoke about 
“Whoa  Friends.”

Commentary misattributed an illustration. Melinda Zhang illustrated 
for the article titled “Modicare: Does He Really Care?”

An incorrect Sports graphic was published. Anthony Minickiello is a 
member of the Class of 2020. Ellerman Mateo placed thirty-first. 

AMELIA MEYER

Editor’s Note 
The article “LOTW: Ame-

lia Meyer ’21 Combines Pin-
terest and Tumblr with DIY 
Meme Fashion” featured in 
last week’s issue of The Phil-
lipian described and pictured 
a sweatshirt owned by Meyer 
with the character Pepe the 
Frog sewn underneath the 
right arm. This comic charac-
ter was created by Matt Furie 
in 2005 for the online cartoon 
“Boy’s Club.” Since the publi-
cation of this article, The Phil-
lipian has been made aware 
that Pepe the Frog has been 
co-opted by hate groups linked 

to “racist, anti-Semitic, or oth-
er bigoted themes,” according 
to the website of the Anti-
Defamation League. Neither 
The Phillipian nor Meyer was 
aware of these associations 
with Pepe the Frog, and such 
beliefs are not representative 
of nor supported by The Philli-
pian. Images of and references 
to Pepe the Frog have been 
removed from The Phillipian’s 
online platforms to avoid any 
further hurt or confusion. 
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ON APRIL 24, 2018, 
while on sabbatical 
from Andover and liv-

ing in Maine, I was diagnosed 
with stage three invasive breast 
cancer. I was 34 at the time and 
had no family history with can-
cer. I am still undergoing treat-
ment today, so you may see me 
around campus wearing a base-
ball hat or beanie because I did, 
as many cancer patients do, lose 
my hair. In honor of Breast Can-
cer Awareness Month, I wanted 
to offer my story as a way for 
the community to connect with 
the cause that often feels large, 
sometimes disconnected, and all 
about pink.

Everyone’s experience with 
cancer is so personal. My way 
of dealing with it is by no means 
the way; it is just mine and mine 
alone, but I am happy to share 
because I think it can help oth-
ers. 

I had two months of intense 
and aggressive chemotherapy 
through May and June. Then, 
I had a major surgery in July. I 
started up a different, more ag-
gressive chemotherapy for Au-
gust and September and had my 
final chemotherapy infusion on 

September 27. Woohoo! I will 
then have a second surgery in 
October and will undergo daily 
radiation for six to seven weeks 
from the end of November 
through the beginning of Janu-
ary 2019.

One of the things that I have 
been mindful of this whole 
time is the power of positiv-
ity. Granted, during the last few 
years I have taken a deep dive 
into sport and positive psychol-
ogy, used part of my sabbatical 
to finish a book titled “Unstop-
pable” (a mental training guide), 
and spent three months in Aus-
tralia and New Zealand traveling 
with my family, where I visited 
schools that embed positive psy-
chology into their educational 
philosophy. I have also practiced 
and studied mindfulness for the 
last few years, including taking a 
graduate course at Boston Uni-
versity.

So, when I got the call telling 
me that the biopsies were posi-
tive for cancer, I honestly felt 
prepared. Definitely scared. But 
also prepared. My first words to 
the doctor who called me were, 
“Well, that is really inconve-
nient.” It was not how I planned 
to spend the remaining months 
of my sabbatical, that is for sure! 
But, I couldn’t be more grateful 
for the background, experience, 
and the superstar support sys-
tem I have. Before the biopsies 
were done, I told my husband, 
(Mr. Silversides, Associate Di-
rector of College Counseling), 
“I/we have a mindset to be able 
to handle this, so maybe if I have 
cancer it will spare someone else 
who wouldn’t be able to handle 
it.”

That’s really how we felt. We 
took the approach of “I GET 
TO go have chemotherapy,” not 

“I HAVE to.” It is a simple word 
choice, but there is a big differ-
ence in mindset and how we 
approach it. Because the real-
ity is that there are people in far 
worse positions than I am, so I 
AM grateful to get to have the 
treatment I do and to be living 
near some of the best hospitals 
in Boston for it.

As a former college basket-
ball player, I have approached 
my treatment like a really tough, 
competitive game. I have four 
quarters. The first quarter was 
chemo round one, the second 
quarter was the major surgery, 
the third quarter is chemo round 
two, then we’ll have a TV time-
out to get my counts back up 
after chemo in preparation for 
the next surgery, which is less 
invasive. Then, I’ll finish up the 
fourth quarter with radiation. I 
know that even when I finish the 
fourth quarter, my journey will 
not be complete. I will be on dai-
ly medication and monthly in-
jections for likely ten-plus years 
(largely because of the invasive 
nature of my cancer and my 
young age). Being a cancer survi-
vor will be a lifetime thing. The 
experience won’t just go away. 
These four quarters, however 
— the most intense part where I 
really need my game face on — 
will hopefully become a distant 
memory.

This is not to say there aren’t 
challenges. One misconception 
about positive psychology or 
happiness research is actually 
that it means one must always 
be happy and never experience 
negative emotions. This is not 
the case. I have had more than 
enough tough days to count. I 
was really sick for just about 
the entirety of the first round 
of chemo. And, I have days now 

with some pretty intense bone 
pain, almost like shin splints, 
but on all of my bones including 
my spine. I had about six weeks 
— yes, WEEKS — of insomnia 
post-op. All of this, however, has 
reinforced the power of social 
connections, friends, and family. 
I heard from many alumni, got a 
number of visits, and my friends 
organized a GoFundMe early on 
and then a Meal Train for our 
family. Every email I get and ev-
ery interaction I have, with liter-
ally everyone, has lifted me up 
beyond ways I can count. 

I also started a blog called 
“The Silver Side” for good things 
that happened during each day. 
Because the truth is that even 
the toughest of days have good 
things that happen in them. We 
just have to focus our attention 
onto them and life suddenly 
feels a whole lot better. Humor, 
laughter, smiling, perspective, 
gratitude, and a bit of ‘fake it till 
you make it’ have paved the way 
for our family. Our motto since 
diagnosis has been from “Friday 
Night Lights”: “Clear 
Eyes. Full Hearts. 
Can’t Lose.”

The bottom line is this: I know 
I am not the only one affected by 
cancer. There are other survi-
vors on our campus and people 
with family members possibly 
going through treatment right 
now. There are people in far, far 
worse situations than me, and 
there are surely some commu-
nity members who have people 
in their lives who did not survive 
the battle.

But this October, as you see 
pink uniforms for teams or 
put on your pink breast cancer 
awareness socks, I wanted you 
to have a story and a face for the 
cause, as well as thinking about 
all those who have gone through 
it or might go through it in the 
future. I am here for you all.

Wendy Cogswell is a Com-
munity Relations Officer at the 
Public Safety Office. Contact 
the author at wcogswell@an-
dover.edu.

MY BREAST CANCER 
journey started in 
2005. As part of my 

yearly physical, I was to have a 
mammography, an x-ray of the 
breast designed to detect any 
masses or microcalcifications. 
Being 43, I was a younger patient 
to have this procedure done. 
Breast cancer wasn’t something 
that ran in my family either, so I 
felt very confident that all would 
be well.

A few days later, I received a 
call from my doctor. She told me 
that I had breast cancer. I fell to 
the ground, screamed, kicked the 
dirt, and cried — I didn’t know 
what to do. My mother had re-
cently passed away from colon 
cancer. Was I next? Who was 
going to take care of me? I had 
tons of questions, none of which 
I could answer. 

Luckily, I had a doctor who 
was dealing with cancer herself. 
She understood my plight and my 
fear of the unknown. She held my 
hands, reassured me, answered 
all of my questions, and calmed 
my fears. Shortly, after my diag-
nosis, she passed away. She was 
an amazing woman.

My treatment was done at a 
holistic hospital — they knew my 

needs, they knew my name, and 
they knew me. My surgery took 
a day. My recovery included a 
number of doctor visits and radi-
ation. Sometimes, it was difficult 
to schedule my visits because I 
had gone back to work, full time, 
here at Andover.

Once my treatments were fin-
ished, when I would fall asleep, 
loneliness would overwhelm me.  
I had had so many people sur-
round me with their care, pas-
sion, and respect. I felt as though 
that care was gone. Never to re-
turn. To relieve my fear, I decided 
to join a breast cancer survivors 
support group. I connected with 
other women who understood, 
listened and held my hand when 
I needed it. It saved me.

As I continued connecting 
with these women, I heard of a 
program, Adventure Weekend, at 
Sargent Camp, in Peterborough, 
N.H., sponsored by the Ameri-
can Cancer Society. I love the 
outdoors. I thought, maybe, that 
this was my chance to release 
my fears. The Winter Weekend 
called my name, and I signed up, 
along with twelve other women. 
The cold nights, star lit skies, the 
clean fresh snow, tears and laugh-
ter, and joyous camaraderie made 
me whole again. It changed me.

As my breast cancer journey 
continued, I was asked to be a 
volunteer for Adventure Week-
end. How could I say no? Climb-
ing the ropes course, snowshoe-
ing across a frozen lake, sitting by 
a warm fire, sharing your story, 
and just being brave — Adventure 
Weekend was the start of finding 
my true self. Unfortunately, two 
years after I became a volunteer, 
Adventure Weekend was ended 
by the American Cancer Society.

The next year, something 
amazing happened. I learned of a 
woman named Betty J. Borry, an 

adventurous breast cancer survi-
vor, who wanted other survivors 
to “step out of their box.” Betty 
had helped to plan the Adventure 
Weekend programs. She wanted 
women to experience what be-
ing outdoors was all about. Betty 
asked three amazing women, 
each a breast cancer survivor, to 
keep Adventure Weekend alive. 
Betty was able to see her wish 
come true: she witnessed women 
climbing those ropes, snowshoe-
ing across a frozen lake, sharing 
their stories, and “stepping out of 
their box.” Unfortunately, Betty, 
too, was affected by cancer. Be-
fore I volunteered for Adventure 
Weekend, Betty passed away. The 
loss of another amazing woman.

While volunteering for Adven-
ture Weekend, I learned that the 
three women Betty had assigned, 
Cynthia, Clara, and Rose, had de-
veloped a non-profit for breast 
cancer survivors called “Betty J. 
Borry Breast Cancer Retreats.” 

The program offers 
adventure-based pro-
gramming for women 

dealing with any stage of breast 
cancer. 

I was very curious about what 
it entailed, so I checked out 
BJBBCR’s webpage. Three re-
treats were available to attend, 
held in the late winter, early 
summer, and fall. I chose the 
first one, being a winter gal. The 
retreat was held at the Appala-
chian Mountain Club’s Highland 
Center-Crawford Notch in Hart’s 
Location, N.H. The White Moun-
tains are one of my favorite places 
to visit, anytime of the year. Once 
again, I met some amazingly 
strong women, who shared their 
passion as survivors. We appreci-
ated the opportunity to be our-
selves. We could cry, laugh, tell 
our stories, and sometimes just 
be calm and quiet. Mother Na-
ture encouraged us to get outside. 
We stood in the frosty air, rolled 
in the fluffy snow, shoed to find 
the trail that led us to a wonder-
ful view of Mt. Washington or El-

ephant’s Head. It was worth 
every step.

After this retreat, I was asked 
to be part of the board of Betty 
J. Borry Breast Cancer Retreats. 
Immediately, I accepted. I enjoy 
the outdoors, and I want to share 
my enthusiasm, love, and support 
for the program with other wom-
en. Over the last 10 years, I have 
been able to connect with women 
from all over New England.

Today, I am the president of 
Betty J. Borry Breast Cancer Re-
treats. I am privileged to have the 
opportunity to encourage women 
to challenge themselves. “Step 
Out of Their Box.” Push their 
boundaries. Empower them-
selves. Find their strengths. And 
discover their own place of sanc-
tuary in the outdoors.

‘Clear Eyes. Full Hearts. Can’t Lose.’

Lani Silversides is an In-
structor in Mathematics, 
Statistics, and Computer Sci-
ence. Contact the author at 
lsilversides@andover.edu.
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Never Give Up, 
Never Give In

S.BAHNASY/THE PHILLIP
IA

N

r.haltmaier/THE PHILLIPIAN

t.conrardy/THE PHILLIPIAN

D.OWYANG/THE PHILLIPIA
N



A4 COMMENTARY T h e  P h i l l i p i a n October 12, 2018

DESPITE MULTIPLE  
allegations of sexu-
al assault, Supreme 

Court nominee Judge Brett 
Kavanaugh advanced to the 
Senate floor last Saturday for 
a confirmation hearing. The 
hearing resulted in a 50-48 
vote in favor of Kavanaugh’s 
confirmation. After follow-
ing the entire process with 
scrutiny, it is evident that 
Dr. Christine Blasey Ford 
was spoken down to for sim-
ply coming forward with her 
truth, and that an unqualified 
man now holds a position on 

the highest court in the fed-
eral judiciary. The normaliza-
tion of sexual assault and the 
dismissal of survivors’ stories 
on a national level has made 
it seem acceptable to excuse 
inappropriate behavior and 
the belittlement of survivors 
who choose to come forward. 

During the hearing, Kava-
naugh failed to display the 
composure and coolheaded-
ness that every judge should 
maintain. For instance, af-
ter Minnesota Senator Amy 
Klobuchar questioned Kava-
naugh about whether he had 
ever blacked out from alcohol, 
he replied by rudely snapping 
back, “Have you?” He acted ir-
rationally and exercised rude 
behavior towards the U.S. 
Senators, but in a courtroom, 
a judge must never act irratio-
nally given any circumstance, 
even if their reputation is at 
risk. On the other hand, con-
trary to Kavanaugh’s lack of 
self-control, Ford responded 
to the questions in a civil, 
calm manner even when she 
had to recall and restate the 

night that caused her years of 
trauma. Excusing Kavanaugh’s 
behavior because he had ‘more 
to lose’ is outright inappropri-
ate and ignorant, because it ig-

nores the experiences of Ford. 
Furthermore, Ford’s inten-

tions for accusing Kavanaugh 
were to fight for justice, hope, 
and change, but her motives 
were constantly questioned 
during the hearing. South 
Carolina Senator Lindsey Gra-
ham went as far as to accuse 
Ford’s testimony of being a 
Democratic move to prevent 
a Republican-nominated can-
didate from becoming a Su-
preme Court Justice, thus 
belittling the immense cour-
age Ford possessed in coming 

forward. By publicly accusing 
Kavanaugh, Ford shared a very 
vulnerable and intimate event 
in her adolescence with the 
world. She believed that giving 
her testimony was her respon-
sibility and a moral obligation: 
“I am here today not because 
I want to be. I am terrified. I 
am here because I believe it 
is my civic duty to tell you 
what happened to me while 
Brett Kavanaugh and I were 
in high school.” With millions 
of people viewing her testi-
mony, Ford risked everything 
to speak her truth: her career, 
her privacy, and her dignity.

Her testimony not only 
showed her bravery, but also 
brought to light the injustice 
survivors of sexual assault 
are met with everyday. Ford 
represented so many women 
— women who want nothing 
more than to have someone 
believe their truth. It is im-
portant to understand that one 
must respond to sexual assault 
survivors with compassion and 
empathy. It is unacceptable to 
vilify and disparage people for 
simply using their voice. 

After hearing government 
leaders mock the courageous-
ness of Ford, I cannot help but 
question my faith in the future. 
This hearing made it clear 
why victims don’t speak up. 
We have created an environ-
ment in which the truth isn’t 
accepted. There are moments 
when justice for sexual assault 
victims seems hopeless.

It is, thus, our duty to make 
sure that the truth is heard. In 
order to do so, we must wel-
come all voices with respect 
and empathy. You never know 
what someone might be go-

ing through. For some, telling 
the truth might seem like the 
simplest task in the world. But 
to others, it takes years and 
years of overcoming the fear 
of rejection to renew trust in 
people. Although it is the in-
dividual’s choice to use their 
voice or not, we the people 
have the opportunity to listen 
to their stories and give their 
stories power. 

The Unforgiving Industry of eSports

VIDEO GAMES HAVE 
always acted as a re-
prieve, a fictitious 

game world in which one can 
become the character they 
control and escape from the 
hardships of reality. Recent-
ly, however, there has been a 
worrying shift in the reason to 
why people play games. These 
days, our focus has shifted 
from wishing to become the 
fictitious character inside our 
video games to wanting to be-
come the “gamer” controlling 
the in-game avatar. This shift 
is worrisome because the 
seemingly glamorous career 
of a “professional video-gam-
er” comes with a plethora of 
hidden problems, which are 
not fully disclosed to those 
who are being led to believe 
that going pro is an easy pro-
fession.

In the past few years, com-
puter games have exploded 
in popularity. As a result, the 
eSports industry has grown 
as well. “Dota 2,” an online 
multiplayer co-op battle are-
na, gave out 38 million dol-
lars for tournaments in 2017 
alone, while Epic Games 
recently topped that by an-
nouncing a 100 million dollar 
prize pool for its hit, “Fort-
nite.” Furthermore, accord-
ing to “The Economist,” the 
Asian Games will formally 

recognize eSports as an of-
ficial medal event by 2022, 
promoting it to the same sta-
tus as other sports. 

As eSports become in-
creasingly publicized, more 
of the new generation will 
begin to idolize the gamers. 
After all, who doesn’t want 
to play computer games for 
a living? Consequently, more 
and more children will aspire 
to become professional gam-
ers themselves. Although 
this volatile profession is 
still in its infancy, the ever-
expanding prize pool will 
surely attract people who 
are willing to dedicate their 
lives. “Sports Illustrated” 
reports that eSports view-
ership is projected to reach 
427 million people by 2019; 
meanwhile, NFL viewing 
rates have fallen to 203 mil-
lion. In order to understand 
why some are anxious that 
students will become overly 
attracted to these games, 
one needs only to look at the 
masses that throng to ma-
jor events. After all, if some 
people might today devote 
their entire high school and 
college career playing sports, 
why can’t the same be true 
for video games? 

While the damage wrought 
upon those who fail to be-
come professional is imme-
diately obvious, even those 
who do initially succeed 
face harsh challenges later 
in their career. Despite the 
competitive gaming com-
munity being too young for 
us to see any repercussions, 
the extreme dexterity and re-
sponse time required means 
that most players have to re-
tire before they’re 30, simply 
because they can’t keep up 
with younger players after 
that point. Much like football 
players whose careers peak 
while they are in college or 
in the years immediately fol-

lowing, most professionals 
are left disillusioned with 
their future and uncertain of 
what’s to come.

Although it may often 
seem tempting to call the se-
lect few who make it “lucky,” 
their schedule is far more de-
manding than that of casual 
gamers. Most North Ameri-
can professional teams spend 
at least seven hours playing 
the game every day, while 
their Asian (notably, Korean) 
counterparts often spend 
over than 12 hours every 
day, leaving minimal time for 
family or friends. Although 
some teams are given one day 
off per week, this time is usu-
ally used to provide content 
for sponsors, their only form 
of income other than com-
petitions. The ever-evolving 

tactics, the sheer amount 
of in-game knowledge to be 
mastered, and the impor-
tance of every competition 
as a means to fund the team 
result in a extremely stress-
ful work period. After all, I 
doubt that even the most fa-
natical gamers would be in-
terested in playing for eight 
hours a day for years in a row.

As the attention that eS-
ports receives as a whole 
rises, the amount of people 
who believe themselves ca-
pable to become the next 
competitive gamer will also 
rise. And even if most don’t 
consider themselves pro-
fessionals, it is undeniable 
that video games really are 
stealing the stage as the next 
form of “sports.” But with 
such a young gaming com-

munity, the public at large 
should remain wary of the 
possible threats that play-
ing games for hours on end 
may bring. Unless more cau-
tion is applied, we may dis-
cover dangerous side effects 
of playing video games for 
too long, much like football. 
Even if it remains impossible 
to dissuade others from play-
ing video games, the media 
should at the very least pro-
mote the industry with all of 
its struggles and hardships so 
as not to incentivize teenag-
ers who don’t have a holistic 
grasp of what eSports really 
look like.

A New Supreme Court (In)Justice

NEIL SHEN
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Jane Park is a Junior from 
Long Island, N.Y. Contact the 
author at jpark22@andover.
edu.

Neil Shen is a Junior from 
Vancouver, Canada. Contact 
the author at fshen22@ando-
ver.edu.            
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Ford represented so 
many women — women 
who want nothing more 
than to have someone 

believe their truth.

The normalization of 
sexual assault and the 
dismissal of survivors’ 
stories on a national 

level has made it seem 
acceptable to excuse 

inappropriate behavior 
and the belittlement of 

survivors who choose to 
come forward. 

For some, telling the 
truth might seem like 

the simplest task in the 
world. But to others, it 

takes years and years of 
overcoming the fear of 
rejection to renew trust 

in people.
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NEWS IN BRIEF

This Week:
}� 4R^]^\Xbc�William Nordhaus ’59 aTRTXeTS�

cWT�2018 Nobel Memorial Prize in Economic 
Sciences ^]�>Rc^QTa�'��=^aSWPdb�aTRTXeTS�cWT�
PfPaS�U^a�STeT[^_X]V�TR^]^\XR�\^ST[b�Rda-
aT]c[h�dbTS�X]�R[X\PcT�RWP]VT�TR^]^\XRb�P]S�
UXVWcX]V�VaTT]W^dbT�VPb�T\XbbX^]b��PRR^aSX]V�c^�
=PcdaT�R^\�

}� 5^[[^fX]V�cWT�]PcdaP[�VPb�Tg_[^bX^]b�[Pbc�
\^]cW��cWT�Office of Community Engagement 
and the greater Andover community aPXbTS�
over $2,000 U^a�cWT�4bbTg�2^d]ch�2^\\d]Xch�
5^d]SPcX^]�6aTPcTa�;PfaT]RT�Disaster Relief 
Fund. 5d]SaPXbX]V�c^^Z�_[PRT�^dcbXST�?PaTbZh�
2^\\^]b�fXcW�P�R^^ZXT�S^dVW�bP[T��2^\\d]X-
ch�\T\QTab�P[b^�S^]PcTS�bd__[XTb��fWXRW�fTaT�
SXbcaXQdcTS�fXcW�_Pac]Tab�1aTPS�P]S�A^bTb�P]S�
cWT�<PbbPRWdbTccb�B^RXTch�U^a�cWT�?aTeT]cX^]�^U�
2adT[ch�c^�0]X\P[b��<B?20���

}� CWT�2WX]TbT�BcdST]cb�0bb^RXPcX^]�P]S�cWT�
8]cTa]PcX^]P[�2[dQ�W^bcTS�P�screening of the 
award-winning documentary “Maineland”�
^]�>Rc^QTa�%��{<PX]T[P]S|�Xb�P�!� '�S^Rd\T]-
cPah�cWPc�U^[[^fb�cf^�2WX]TbT�cTT]PVTab�X]�P�
Q^PaSX]V�bRW^^[�X]�adaP[�<PX]T��PRR^aSX]V�c^�cWT�
UX[\zb�fTQbXcT��CWT�S^Rd\T]cPah�R^eTab�cWT\Tb�
^U�Rd[cdaP[�SXUUTaT]RT��TSdRPcX^]�bhbcT\b��P]S�
XST]cXch���

}� CWT�Addison Gallery of American Art host-
TS�Xcb Fall Opening Reception�^]�>Rc^QTa�$��
BcdST]cb�RT[TQaPcTS�]Tf�UP[[�TgWXQXcX^]b�fXcW�
aTUaTbW\T]cb�P]S�b]PRZb��4gWXQXcX^]b�RdaaT]c-
[h�^]�eXTf�X]R[dST�{5a^\�BcPaUXT[S�c^�<0AB)�
?Pd[�<P]bWX_�P]S�7Xb�0acXbcXR�;TVPRh�|�{2^]-
cT\_[PcX]V�cWT�EXTf)�0\TaXRP]�;P]SbRP_T�
?W^c^VaP_Wb�|�P]S�{CWT�1^Sh)�2^]RTP[X]V�P]S�
ATeTP[X]V�|�

Looking Ahead: 
}� Family Weekend�fX[[�cPZT�_[PRT�^]�>Rc^QTa� !�

P]S� "��BRWTSd[TS�TeT]cb�X]R[dST�P�;TPa]X]V�X]�cWT�
F^a[S�X]U^a\PcX^]�bTbbX^]�P]S�P]�^aRWTbcaP�P]S�
QP]S�R^]RTac�X]�2^RWaP]�2WP_T[�Pc�&)#$�_�\��CWT�
R^]RTac�fX[[�UTPcdaT�cWT�0\PSTdb�2WP\QTa�>aRWTb-
caP��cWT�0RPST\h�2WP\QTa�>aRWTbcaP��cWT�0RPST\h�
Bh\_W^]h�>aRWTbcaP��P]S�cWT�2^]RTac�1P]Sb�

}� CWXb�hTPazb�Grasshopper Night theme is “Good 
and Evil.” 5^da�bW^fb�PaT�bRWTSd[TS�U^a�5P\X[h�
FTTZT]S)�>Rc^QTa� !�Pc�%)"��_�\��P]S�()���_�\���
P]S�>Rc^QTa� "�Pc�%)"��_�\��P]S�()���_�\��

}� CWT�>Rc^QTa� &�0[[�BRW^^[�<TTcX]V�{2^]bXSTaX]V�
<PccWTf�BWT_PaS|�fX[[�QT�U^[[^fTS�Qh�P�_TaU^a-
\P]RT�Qh�cWT Grammy Award-winning choral 
ensemble, Conspirare, d]STa�cWT�SXaTRcX^]�^U�
R^\_^bTa�2aPXV�7T[[P�9^W]b^]��
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BX]RT�!� $�� cWT�1aPRT�2T]-
cTa�U^a�6T]STa�BcdSXTb�WPb�^U-
UTaTS�UPRd[ch�cWT�1aPRT�5PRd[-
ch�5T[[^fbWX_�� P]�^__^acd]Xch�
c^� aTbTPaRW� VT]STa� cWa^dVW�
[T]bTb� ^U� T`dXch�� X]R[dbXeXch��
P]S� X]cTabTRcX^]P[Xch�� CWXb�
hTPazb�1aPRT�5PRd[ch�5T[[^f�Xb�
;X[XP� 2PX�7dacTPd�� 8]bcadRc^a�
P]S�2WPXa�^U�2WX]TbT�P]S�9P_-
P]TbT��

5^a\Ta� 1aPRT� 5PRd[ch� 5T[-
[^fb�WPeT� R^eTaTS� P�fXST� eP-
aXTch�^U�c^_XRb�X]R[dSX]V�Q[PRZ�
\PbRd[X]Xch� P]S� ;PcX]g� bcd-
ST]c� Tg_TaXT]RTb� Pc� 0]S^eTa��
CWXb� ^__^acd]Xch� _a^eXSTb�
UPRd[ch�fXcW�cX\T�P]S�aTb^daR-
Tb�]TTSTS�c^�R^]SdRc�cWTXa�aT-
bTPaRW��

0RR^aSX]V� c^� 5[PeXP� EXSP[��
3XaTRc^a� ^U� cWT� 1aPRT� 2T]cTa��
2PX�7dacTPd� Xb� U^RdbX]V� WTa�
aTbTPaRW� ^]� STR^]bcadRcX]V�
b^RXP[�]^a\b�P]S�T\_^fTaX]V�
f^\T]�� b_TRXUXRP[[h� Qh� TgP\-
X]X]V�UT\P[T�a^[Tb�X]�0bXP]�aT-
[XVX^]�P]S�Rd[cdaT�

{J2PX�7dacTPdzbL� _a^YTRc�
X]e^[eTb� [^^ZX]V� Pc� 4PbcTa]�
aT[XVX^]b�P]S�X]eTbcXVPcX]V�cWT�
aTPb^]� fWXRW� cWTh� WPeT� QTT]�
dbTS�X]�fPhb�c^�WT[_�bd__aTbb�
UT\P[T� PVT]Rh� X]� 0bXP]� Rd[-
cdaT�� 1dc�� bWTzb� cahX]V� c^� U[X_�
cWPc�JbXcdPcX^]L�P]S�UXVdaT�^dc�
fPhb�X]�fWXRW�cW^bT�bP\T�caP-
SXcX^]b� P]S� aT[XVX^]b� RP]� QT�
dbTS�c^�T\_^fTa�0bXP]�f^\-
T]�|�bPXS�EXSP[�

2PX�7dacTPd� P[b^� WT[_TS�
RaTPcT�cWT�PUUX]Xch�Va^d_�0bXP]�
F^\T]�4\_^fTa\T]c��0F4��
[Pbc� hTPa��fWXRW�� PRR^aSX]V� c^�
EXSP[�� cXTb� X]c^� 2PX�7dacTPdzb�
aTbTPaRW��

{J0F4L� WPb� P[aTPSh� WPS�
_^bXcXeT� R^]bT`dT]RTb� ^]� cWT�
R^\\d]Xch�� QTRPdbT� cWXb� R[dQ�
WPb�QTT]�U^a\TS�P]S�bcdST]cb�
PaT�TgRXcTS� c^�QT�P�_Pac�^U� Xc�|�
bPXS�EXSP[��

0RR^aSX]V�c^�7PiT[�:^W�z! ��
2^�7TPS�^U�0F4�� cWT�PUUX]Xch�
Va^d_�WPb�RaTPcTS�P�bPUT�b_PRT�
U^a�0bXP]�f^\T]�Pc�0]S^eTa��

{8� cWX]Z� Xczb� aTP[[h� X\-
_^acP]c� cWPc� fT� WPeT� PUUX]Xch�
Va^d_b� ^]� RP\_db� X]� ^aSTa�
c^� _a^eXST� P� bd__^ac� bhbcT\�
P]S�P�bPUT�b_PRT�fWTaT�fT�RP]�
PSSaTbb� c^_XRb� d]X`dT� c^� ^da�
XST]cXch� Pb� P]� 0bXP]� f^\P]��
CWa^dVW�SXbRdbbX^]b�fT�[TPa]�
Ua^\� TPRW� ^cWTa� P]S� X]b_XaT�
TPRW� ^cWTa�� C^VTcWTa�� fT� RP]�
X]bcX[[� X]� TPRW� ^cWTa� _aXST� X]�
^da�XST]cXch�|�fa^cT�:^W�X]�P]�
T\PX[�c^ The Phillipian.�

IPX]P� @P\Pa� z! �� P]� 0F4�
aT_aTbT]cPcXeT� U^a� WTa� R[Pbb��
WXVW[XVWcTS�cWT�X]R[dbX^]�cWPc�
cWT� Va^d_� WPb� Qa^dVWc� c^� cWT�
0]S^eTa� R^\\d]Xch�� @P\Pa�
bPXS� cWPc� WPeX]V� P� STSXRPcTS�
UPRd[ch� PSeXb^a� [XZT� 2PX�7da-
cTPd�fPb�T]R^daPVX]V��

{>]T� ^U� \h� UPe^aXcT� _Pacb�

PQ^dc�0F4� Xb� cWPc� Xc� Xb� X]R[d-
bXeT��0b�P�Q^PaS��fT�aTP[[h� cah�
c^�T\_WPbXiT�cWPc�0bXP]�\TP]b�
b^� \P]h� SXUUTaT]c� cWX]Vb)� Xc�
\TP]b�0bXP]�0\TaXRP]��B^dcW�
0bXP]�� 4Pbc� 0bXP]�� B^dcWTPbc�
0bXP]��WP[U�^a�P�`dPacTa�0bXP]��
P]S� b^� \dRW� \^aT�� FT� Pa-
T]zc� R^]RTa]TS� fXcW� \Xaa^a-
X]V� cWT� VT]TaP[� _TaRT_cX^]� ^U�
fWPc� Xc�\TP]b� c^� QT� P]�0bXP]�
f^\P]*� ^da� V^P[� Xb� c^� RaTPcT�
P]� T]eXa^]\T]c� fWTaT� cW^bT�
cWPc�XST]cXUh�Pb�QTX]V�P]�0bXP]�
f^\P]� RP]� UTT[� R^\U^acPQ[T�
P]S� aT[PgTS�|�fa^cT�@P\Pa� X]�
P]�T\PX[�c^�The Phillipian. 

;XZT� 0F4�� cWT� 1aPRT� 2T]-
cTa�RaTPcTb�b_PRTb�U^a�bcdST]cb�
P]S� UPRd[ch� c^� SXbRdbb� RTacPX]�
Pb_TRcb� ^U� XST]cXch� �� _PacXR-
d[Pa[h� VT]STa�QPbTS� XST]cXch��
CWT�1aPRT�5PRd[ch�5T[[^fbWX_�
cWT]�TgcT]Sb�cWT�2T]cTazb�bd_-
_^ac� U^a� X]SXeXSdP[� aTbTPaRW��
;XZT� _Pbc� 5T[[^fb�� 2PX�7da-
cTPd�Xb�c^�_aTbT]c�WTa�aTbTPaRW�
[PcTa�cWXb�bRW^^[�hTPa��

{JCWT�5T[[^fbWX_�XbL�P]�^_-
_^acd]Xch�U^a�UPRd[ch�\T\QTab�
fW^�PaT�X]cTaTbcTS�X]�XSTPb�^U�
VT]STa� T`dXch� P]S� X]R[dbX^]��
\^aT� b_TRXUXRP[[h� XU� cWTh�WPeT�
P]� X]cTaTbc� X]� X]cTabTRcX^]P[�
VT]STa�^a�\d[cXSXbRX_[X]Pah�^a�
X]cTaSXbRX_[X]Pah� _Tab_TRcXeT�
c^� cPZT� b^\T� cX\T� ^UU� Ua^\�
^cWTa�SdcXTb�P]S�STSXRPcT�cWPc�
cX\T� c^� S^X]V� b^\T� aTbTPaRW�
^]�P]�Pb_TRc�^U�VT]STa�cWPc� Xb�
X]cTaTbcX]V� P]S� X\_^acP]c� c^�
cWT\�|�bPXS�EXSP[��

CWT� UT[[^fbWX_� WPb� QTT]�
PSSaTbbX]V� _TaRT_cX^]b� ^U�
VT]STa� Pc� 0]S^eTa� bX]RT� cWT�
TPa[h� hTPab� ^U� cWT� 1aPRT�2T]-
cTa�� fWXRW� fPb� U^d]STS� X]�
 ((%��0[cW^dVW� Xc�fPb�SXbR^]-
cX]dTS� X]� cWT� TPa[h� !���b�� Xc�
fPb� aTX]bcPcTS� d]STa� EXSP[zb�

SXaTRcX^]� cWaTT� hTPab� PV^�� 8c�
Xb�]^f�T]S^abTS�Qh�cWT�bRW^^[�
P]S�Qh�?PcaXRZ�5PaaT[[��3TP]�^U�
5PRd[ch��P]S�WXb�^UUXRT�

{7T�J5PaaT[[L�WPb�QTT]�eTah�
VT]Ta^db� P]S� WP__h� c^� bd_-
_^ac� cWT� UT[[^fbWX_b� b^� fT�
fTaT�PQ[T�c^�QaX]V�cWPc�QPRZq�
7Xb�^UUXRT�UXa\[h�bd__^acb�cWT�
X]XcXPcXeT� P]S� cWT� f^aZ[^PS�
aTSdRcX^]� cWPc� WPb� c^� WP__T]�
U^a� _T^_[T� c^� WPeT� cWTXa� cX\T�
Jc^�aTbTPaRWL�|�bPXS�EXSP[��

EXSP[� bPXS� cWPc� cWT� bRW^^[�
WPb�\PST�_a^VaTbb�R^]RTa]X]V�
bTgdP[� eX^[T]RT� P]S� PbbPd[c��
P� bTaX^db� XbbdT� ^]� RP\_dbTb�
PRa^bb�cWT�]PcX^]��CWT�RdaaXR-
d[d\� WPb� P[b^� Tg_P]STS� ^eTa�
cWT�_Pbc�UTf�hTPab�c^�X]R^a_^-
aPcT�SXbRdbbX^]b�^U�T`dXch�P]S�
_aXeX[TVT� aT[PcX]V� c^� VT]STa�
XST]cXch�� aPRT�� b^RX^TR^]^\XR�
bcPcdb��P]S�bTgdP[�^aXT]cPcX^]�

{8�cWX]Z�fT�PaT�VTccX]V�QTc-
cTa� P[b^� Pc� XST]cXUhX]V� PaTPb�
X]� cWT� RdaaXRd[d\� fWTaT� fT�
f^aZ� c^fPaSb� VT]STa� T`dXch��
=^c� Ydbc� VT]STa��� aPRT�� R[Pbb��
bTgdP[Xch�P[b^��FT�bTT� Xc�\^aT�
P]S�\^aT�aTUTaaTS�c^�P]S�cP[Z-
TS� PQ^dc� P]S� cTPRWTab� cWX]Z-
X]V� eTah� X]cT]cX^]P[[h� PQ^dc�
cWTbT� XbbdTb� Pb� cWfTh� QdX[S�
cWTXa�R^dabTb�|�bPXS�EXSP[�

EXSP[�� W^fTeTa�� bPhb� cWPc�
0]S^eTa� bcX[[� WPb� \^aT� _a^V-
aTbb� c^� \PZT�� 0RR^aSX]V� c^�
EXSP[�� ^]T� ^U� cWT� UT[[^fbWX_zb�
V^P[b� Xb� c^� daVT� bcdST]cb� P]S�
UPRd[ch� \T\QTab� c^� RWP]VT�
cWTXa�eXTf_^X]cb�^]�RP\_db�

{FT� PaT� X\_a^eX]V� P]S�
fT� PaT� \PZX]V� _a^VaTbb�� Qdc�
cWT� Rd[cdaT� ^U� ^da� bRW^^[� Xb�
bcX[[� eTah� caPSXcX^]P[� P]S� eTah�
bcTT_TS� X]� _aXeX[TVT�� 2WP]V-
X]V� P[[� ^U� cWPc� R^]eTabPcX^]� Xb�
X\_^acP]c��2WP]VT� X]�Rd[cdaT��
STR^]bcadRcX]V� _PcaXPaRWh�� Xb�

P�QXV�_XTRT��CWPczb�^da�f^aZ�|�
bPXS�EXSP[��

CWT� 1aPRT� 2T]cTa� WPb� ^a-
VP]XiTS�_a^VaP\b� [XZT� cWT� aT-
RT]c�_a^VaP\\X]V� U^a� Yd]X^ab�
PQ^dc� c^gXR� \PbRd[X]Xch�� cWT�
R^]bT]c� QaPRT[Tcb� Pc� ^aXT]cP-
cX^]��P]S�CPZT�1PRZ�cWT�=XVWc�
[Pbc� b_aX]V�� P]� TeT]c� c^� T]S�
bTgdP[� eX^[T]RT� Pa^d]S� cWT�
f^a[S��

{BcX[[�� fT� WPeT� \dRW� f^aZ�
c^� S^*� ^da� Y^Q� Xb� ]^fWTaT�
]TPa� UX]XbWTS�|� bPXS� 0]cW^]h�
<X]XRZXT[[^� z!��� P� \T\QTa� ^U�
cWT� 1aPRT� BcdST]c� 0SeXb^ah�
1^PaS��

0RR^aSX]V� c^� EXSP[�� cWT�
1aPRT�5PRd[ch�5T[[^fbWX_�P[b^�
cPZTb� _Pac� X]� bd__^acX]V� 0]-
S^eTazb� PRPST\XR� Pb_TRcb�� 8c�
T]R^daPVTb�_T^_[T�c^�UPRT�P]S�
Tg_[^aT� cWTXa� XST]cXcXTb��EXSP[�
T\_WPbXiTb� [TPa]X]V� QTh^]S�
bX\_[h�R[Pbba^^\�cTPRWX]V��

{FT� PaT� P� bRW^^[�� fT� PaT�
P]� X]cT[[TRcdP[� R^\\d]Xch�
fWTaT�TSdRPcX^]�P]S�[TPa]X]V�
Xb� RTacPX][h� Pc� cWT� RT]cTa� ^U�
TeTahcWX]V� fT� S^�� 0RPST\XR�
aTbTPaRW�Xb�cWT�WTPac�^U�[TPa]-
X]V��FT�]TTS�c^�UXVdaT�^dc�cWT�
WXbc^ah� P]S� cWT� aTP[Xch� ^U� cWT�
XbbdTb�cWPc�PUUTRc�db�^]�P�SPX[h�
QPbXb�|�bPXS�EXSP[���

8]�PSSXcX^]��cWT�1aPRT�2T]-
cTa� ad]b� P� bcdST]c� UT[[^fbWX_��
fXcW�bTeTaP[�bcdST]cb�_aTbT]c-
X]V� cWTXa� UX]SX]Vb� ^eTa� cWT�
R^dabT�^U�cWXb�hTPa��

{8� W^_T� _T^_[T� VTc� TgRXcTS�
c^�WPeT� P� [^c� ^U� V^^S�_a^YTRcb�
P]S� c^� _XRZ� b^\TQ^Sh� fW^�
fX[[�S^�P]^cWTa�UP]cPbcXR�_a^Y-
TRc� cWPc� fX[[� \^eT� ^da� R^\-
\d]Xch�U^afPaS�|�bPXS�EXSP[��
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Q^a]��Cf^�RPab�WXc�^]T�P]^cW-
Ta��>]T�RPa�RP\T�Pc�\T��P]S�8�
fPb� _X]]TS� PVPX]bc� cWT� fP[[��
P]S� cWPc� [TS� c^� cWT� P\_dcP-
cX^]�^U�\h�aXVWc�[TV��fWXRW�[TS�
c^� \P]h� caPeT[b� c^� cWT� D]Xc-
TS� BcPcTb� fWTaT� 8zeT� WPS� \h�
\TSXRP[�caTPc\T]c�|

5^a� 0SaXP]� ;X]� z!!�� cWT�
_WhbXRP[� X\\TSXPRh� ^U� ?aPT-
[Xzb�PRRXST]c�\PST�WTa�bc^ah�P[[�
cWT�\^aT�X\_^acP]c��

;X]�bPXS��{7^]Tbc[h�� cWTaTzb�
]^cWX]V� fa^]V� fXcW� WPeX]V� P�
\XbbX]V�[TV��Qdc�8�cWX]Z�Xc�fPb�
P� bW^RZ� c^� TeTah^]T� X]� cWT�
2WP_T[� cWPc� bWT� ^][h�WPS�^]T�
[TV�� 8� UTT[� [XZT� cWPc� Ydbc�PSSTS�
c^�WTa�bc^ah�b^�\dRW�\^aT�P]S�
VPeT�db�P�_Tab_TRcXeT�X]c^�^]T�
^U�cWT�VaTPcTbc�WPaSbWX_b�bWTzb�
QTT]�cWa^dVW�|

?aPT[X� Tg_[PX]TS� cWPc�� QT-
RPdbT� ^U� WTa� SXbPQX[Xch��fWXRW�
bWT� aTUTaaTS� c^�Pb�P� ySXUU�PQX[-

Xch�z� bWT� fPb� RhQTaQd[[XTS� X]�
TXVWcW� VaPST� cWa^dVW� cWT� ^]-
[X]T�\TbbPVX]V�bTaeXRT�0^;�

{0� hTPa� QTU^aT� 8� fPb� fPb�
bXccX]V� X]� cWT� bTPcb� ^U� cWT�
UaTbW\T]� X]� cWXb� a^^\�� 8� WPS�
cWTbT�\TbbPVTb�_^_�d_�^]�\h�
R^\_dcTa��P]S�cWTh�f^d[S�bPh�
y_TV[TV �%�z� 8zS� R[XRZ� ^]� cWT�
_a^UX[T� P]S� XczS� bPh)� y;^aT[[P��
;^RPcX^])�Q^aSTa�W^__Ta��6PS-
VTc)�_TV�[TV��@d^cT)�6^�QPRZ�c^�
fWTaT� h^d� RP\T� Ua^\�z|� bPXS�
?aPT[X��

?aPT[X� R^]cX]dTS� Qh� PbZX]V�
PdSXT]RT� \T\QTab� c^� aPXbT�
cWTXa� WP]Sb� XU� cWTh�f^d[S� aT-
b_^]S� c^� WTa� bc^ah� PQ^dc� cWT�
[^bb� ^U� WTa� [TV� Qh� cT[[X]V� WTa��
{8z\� b^aah�|� CWT� \PY^aXch�
^U� cWT� PdSXT]RT� aPXbTS� cWTXa�
WP]Sb�� P]S� ?aPT[X� X]eXcTS�
cWT\� c^� `dTbcX^]� fWh� cWTh�
f^d[S�aTb_^]S�X]�cWXb�fPh�

{FWPc� 8� fP]c� c^� cT[[� h^d�
PQ^dc�_T^_[T�fXcW�SXbPQX[XcXTb��
fWTcWTa� cWTh� QT� X]eXbXQ[T� ^a�
eXbXQ[T��Xb�cWPc�h^dzeT�V^c�]^cW-
X]V�c^�QT�b^aah�PQ^dc��P]S�cWPc�

h^d�QTX]V�b^aah�U^a�\T�PRcdP[-
[h� Xb� ]^c� QdX[SX]V� cWT� ZX]S� ^U�
b^RXTch�cWPc�fT�fP]c��1TRPdbT�
fWPc� h^d� R^\\d]XRPcT�fWT]�
h^d�UTT[�_Xch��^a�fWT]�h^d�PaT�
b^aah� U^a� b^\T^]T�fW^� [^^Zb�
[XZT�\T��Xb�cWPc�cWTaT�Xb�b^\T-
cWX]V� fa^]V� fXcW� \T�� 0]S�
cWTaT� PX]zc� ]^cWX]V� fa^]V�
fXcW�\T��hzP[[�|�bPXS�?aPT[X��

=PcP[XT� BWT]� z!�� U^d]S�
?aPT[Xzb�\TbbPVT�aT[PcPQ[T�P]S�
X]b_XaPcX^]P[�� �

{>]T� \^\T]c� cWPc� aTP[[h�
WXc� \Tq� fPb� fWT]� bWT� fPb�
cP[ZX]V� PQ^dc� W^f� _T^_[T�
^_T]�S^^ab� U^a�WTa�� ^a� P[fPhb�
cT[[�WTa�fWTaT�cWT�T[TePc^a� Xb��
P]S�bWTzb�[XZT�y8�V^c�Xc��8�RP]�S^�
cWXb�z� 8� STUX]XcT[h� cWX]Z� cWPc� 8�
fPb� eXRcX\� c^� _dccX]V� bh\_P-
cWh� ^a� _Xch� ^]� cW^bT� ch_Tb� ^U�
_T^_[T�� ^a� Ydbc� ^cWTa� _T^_[T�
X]�VT]TaP[q�B^�U^a�WTa�c^�QT�b^�
bca^]V� P]S� bPh�� y8� S^]zc� ]TTS�
cWXb� ZX]S� ^U� WT[_�� 8� fX[[� PbZ�
fWT]� 8� ]TTS� WT[_�z� 8� UT[c� [XZT�
cWPc� fPb� bd_Ta� X]b_XaPcX^]P[�
P]S� cWPc� PSSb� ^]c^� WTa� _Ta-

b^]P[Xch�|�bPXS�BWT]��
EXRc^aXP� 2WT]� z! � P[b^�

U^d]S� WTabT[U� aTTeP[dPcX]V�
WTa� ^f]� aTb_^]bT� c^� cWTbT�
ch_Tb� ^U� bXcdPcX^]b�� U^[[^fX]V�
?aPT[Xzb�bcPcT\T]cb�

{BWT� f^d[S� bPh� fWPc� WP_-
_T]TS� c^� WTa�� P]S� _T^_[T�
f^d[S� Ydbc� aTb_^]S�fXcW� y8z\�
b^aah�z� CWT]�� cWThzaT� Ydbc� Pb-
bd\X]V� cWPc� Xczb� P� SXbPSeP]-
cPVT�� P]S� 8� aTP[XiTS� cWPc� 8� S^�
cWPc� b^�^UcT]�� c^^��FWT]�_T^-
_[T� bPh� b^\TcWX]V� QPS� WPb�
WP__T]TS� c^� cWT\�� 8� Ydbc� bPh�
y8z\� b^aah�z� Qdc� 8� S^]zc� Z]^f�
fWh� 8z\� b^aah�� 8z\� Ydbc� bPh-
X]V� Xc� bX]RT� Xczb� cWPc� R[XRWT�
aTb_^]bT� cWPc� fTzaT� dbTS� c^��
P]S� Xc�aTP[[h� Ydbc�\TP]b�]^cW-
X]V��BWT�aTP[[h�\PST�\T�cWX]Z�
PQ^dc�fWPc� 8� bW^d[S�aTP[[h�QT�
bPhX]V� X]� cWPc� bXcdPcX^]�|� bPXS�
2WT]�

3daX]V� 0B<�� ?aPT[X� P[b^�
SXbRdbbTS� cWT� SXUUXRd[cXTb�
bcT\\X]V� Ua^\� WTa� bcPcdb� Pb�
P]� d]S^Rd\T]cTS� X\\XVaP]c�
X]�cWT�D]XcTS�BcPcTb��

>]T� b_TRXUXR� ^RRPbX^]� cWPc�
?aPT[X�^RRdaaTS�SdaX]V�WTa�Yd-
]X^a�hTPa�^U�R^[[TVT��fWT]�bWT�
fPb� aTPa�T]STS�fWX[T�SaXeX]V�
d]STa�P�UPZT�SaXeTazb�[XRT]bT��

{0[[� ^U� P� bdSST]�� 8� fPb�
bWPZX]V�b^�\dRW� cWPc� 8� U^d]S�
\hbT[U�Ua^iT]��P]S�8�R^d[S�]^c�
SXP[�U^a�WT[_��8]�cWPc�\^\T]c��
8�fPb�^]� cWT�bXST�^U� cWT� a^PS��
]Tgc� c^� cWT� WXVWfPh�� P]S� 8�
SXS]zc� fP]c� c^� RP[[� (� � �� Qdc�
fWPc� 8� fP]cTS� c^� S^� fPb� c^�
RP[[� b^\T^]T� fW^� f^d[S� cT[[�
\T� fWPc� 8� fPb� bd__^bTS� c^�
cT[[�cWT�_^[XRT�fWT]�WT�^a�bWT�
PaaXeTS�� 8�fP]cTS� b^\T^]T� X]�
cWPc�\^\T]c�c^�VXeT�\T�P]�P]-
bfTa��3^�8�bW^f�cWT\�\h�UPZT�
SaXeTab� [XRT]bT.� FWPczb� cWT�
bc^ah�cWPc�8�bW^d[S�cT[[�c^SPh.|�
bPXS�?aPT[X�

CWXb� fPb� ]^c� cWT� ^][h� RPa�
ca^dQ[T� ?aPT[X� UPRTS�� FWX[T�
[^^ZX]V� cWa^dVW� WTa� X]bda-
P]RT� S^Rd\T]cb�� bWT� SXbR^e-
TaTS� cWPc� bWT� fPb� _PhX]V� c^^�
\dRW� U^a� X]bdaP]RT� ^]� WTa�
RPa�� 3dT� c^� WTa� d]S^Rd\T]c-
TS�bcPcdb��?aPT[X�WPS�V^]T�c^�P�
R[^bT�UaXT]S�c^�Qdh�P]S�X]bdaT�

P�RPa�U^a�WTa�UP\X[h�
?aPT[X�b^^]�SXbR^eTaTS�cWPc�

WTa�UaXT]S�aX__TS�WTa�^UU��P]S�
bWT�fPb�_PhX]V�U^a�cWaTT�PSSX-
cX^]P[� RPab� fXcW� WTa� \^]cW[h�
X]bcP[[\T]cb�

{8� SXS]zc� UTT[� [XZT� 8� R^d[S�
bPh�P]hcWX]V�QTRPdbT�fT�fTaT�
d]S^Rd\T]cTS�� 0]S�� d[cX-
\PcT[h�� fT� fTaT]zc� cWT� ^f]-
Tab�^U�cWPc�RPa��TeT]�cW^dVW�fT�
WPS�\PST�P�S^f]�_Ph\T]c��B^�
8�bWPaT�cWPc�fXcW�h^d�QTRPdbT�
cWPczb�cWT�Tg_TaXT]RT�cWPc�d]-
S^Rd\T]cTS� _T^_[T� UPRT� X]�
cWT�D]XcTS�BcPcTb�|�bPXS�?aPT[X�

D[cX\PcT[h�� ?aPT[X� aTP[XiTS�
cWPc�bWT�WPS�cWT�_^fTa�c^�WT[_�
^cWTa� d]S^Rd\T]cTS� X\\X-
VaP]cb� X]� cWT� D]XcTS� BcPcTb��
P]S� bWT� f^aZTS� fXcW� U^a\Ta�
?aTbXST]c� 1PaPRZ� >QP\P� c^�
VXeT� '������� h^d]V� X\\X-
VaP]cb�f^aZ�_Ta\Xcb�P]S�_a^-
cTRcX^]� Ua^\�ST_^acPcX^]��0R-
R^aSX]V� c^� ?aPT[X�� P]h^]T� WPb�
cWT� _^fTa� c^� T]PRc� RWP]VT��
TeT]�XU�cWThzaT�h^d]V�

{ATP[[h��8�fP]c�c^�cP[Z�c^�h^d�
PQ^dc�RW^XRTq�4eTah�\^\T]c��
TeTah�SPh��h^d�PaT�R^]Ua^]cTS�
fXcW�P�\^\T]c�^U�RW^XRT��0]S�
cWT�\^\T]c� ^U� RW^XRT� U^a�\T�
X]� cWPc� \^\T]c� fPb� XU� 8� bcPh�
X]�cWT�bWPS^fb��S^�8�WXST��P]S�
fPXc�U^a�b^\T^]T�c^�UXVdaT�^dc�
W^f� c^� UXg� cWXb� _a^Q[T\� cWPc�
8zeT�V^c��^a�S^�8�S^�b^\TcWX]V�
PQ^dc� Xc.� 0]S� cWT]�� cWTaTzb�
cWXb�]PcdaP[�`dTbcX^]�^U��y2P]�8�
S^�b^\TcWX]V�PQ^dc�Xc.z�|�bPXS�
?aPT[X��

?aPT[X� R^]cX]dTS�� {H^dzaT�
V^X]V� c^� fP[Z� X]c^� a^^\b�
fWTaT�_T^_[T�fX[[�[^^Z�Pc�h^d�
P]S� cWTh� bPh�� y7^]Th�� h^dzaT�
c^^� h^d]V�� 8� WTPa� h^d�� Qdc�
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Continued  from A1, Column 4

Praeli shared her personal experiences of being an undocumented immigrant and being cyberbullied at school 
because of her disability at ASM. 
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Vidal directs the Brace Center 
and  helps organize the fellowship. 
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REPORTING BY STEVE NAM AND ALEXANDRA LEBARON

The Teaching Fellowship Program allows recent college graduates to begin a career in teaching. During their one-year ap-
pointment, fellows teach classes and are mentored of other instructors in their department. They also partake in residential 
life and athletic coaching on campus.  

Amani Core
Chinese

I decided to come to Andover 
because it was a familiar envi-
ronment as my high school ed-
ucational experience, and I was 
curious about how these schools 
functioned from the teacher’s 
perspective.  Additionally,  I hope 
to find interesting ways to lead 
younger students in their learn-
ing experience. 
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Evelyn Davis
Philosophy & Religious Studies

I came out of an excitement 
for Andover’s emphasis on 
students and faculty living and 
thinking in community. The 
learning neither begins nor 
ends in the classroom — there 
is “education” in all that we do!
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Alicia Finney
Biology
I was incredibly fortunate to have 
a wonderful mentor in college 
who was familiar with the Teaching 
Fellow program and recommended 
I apply. During my first visit, I was 
so impressed with the engagement 
and sense of community among the 
student body, as well as the commit-
ment to inclusion I saw on campus 
that I felt confident that this was a 
place I would be proud to be part 
of!
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Midori Ishizuka ’11
History & Social Science
I decided to come to Andover be -
cause I was ready to switch careers. 
I had been working at an advertising 
agency in New York City and was not 
the person I want to be. I wanted to 
try teaching before graduate school 
and when this opportunity arose it 
was a no-brainer—Andover is such 
an inclusive, diverse, and welcoming 
yet challenging environment and I 
would know since I’m an alumna 
(’11)! 
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Elizabeth Jancsy
Theatre
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Yena Kang
Biology
The resources and opportunities 
that Andover is able to provide its 
students creates a uniquely sup-
portive and collaborative environ-
ment where each individual has 
immense potential to create positive 
change. With the focus on diversity, 
equity, and inclusion as well as an 
advanced academic program, I was 
drawn to the impact I could make 
as an instructor and member of this 
community.
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Rachel Murree ’14
Philosophy & Religious Studies

I really love philosophy, and I want-
ed to see if I wanted to keep doing 
it. I thought this would be a good 
opportunity to try teaching and 
approach it as someone who’s not 
a student, but as someone who is 
responsible for the material and an 
instructor.
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Devin O’Reilly
Athletics

I hope the training room is 
welcoming. At some schools, you 
see kids afraid to come to the 
trainer’s because they don’t want 
to be out of the game or because 
they don’t want to tell anyone 
they’re hurt, so I just hope it’s a 
welcoming environment. And I 
also hope I’m someone, inside 
and outside of the training room, 
that kids can come talk to, wheth-
er it be about athletics of person-
al life.
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Teddy Romeyn
Spanish

My high school teacher real-
ly made me want to become 
a teacher. I went to boarding 
school as well — I went to Deer-
field — and I think that especial-
ly teaching at a boarding school 
is about so much more than just 
a paycheck. You have to have 
a passion for it, because you’re 
around your students in several 
facets of life.

Rose Rosenthal
Physics
I really try to set up my class -
room environment around learn-
ing, and just making sure that the 
students understand that we’re 
in the class to learn, and I’m not 
trying to punish them for being 
stressed, having anxiety, or just 
having a busy schedule. I want 
students to feel like they don’t 
need to just do well on the test, 
but actually learn the material.

Jack Schrupp
French

I had a really positive experi-
ence at boarding school myself, 
spending time with teachers 
and sharing so many experi-
ences with them. I wanted to 
see if it was just as rewarding 
from the other side, standing 
at the blackboard instead of 
sitting at a desk.

D.ZHU/THEPHILLIPIAN

William Yu
Physics
Every since I was in middle school, 
I realized I had a knack for explain-
ing things to others. For a while, that 
didn’t really materialize into a desire 
to actually teach. Initially, I wanted 
to go into medicine, but the rational 
was similar to teaching: I was good 
at school and I loved biology. It 
wasn’t until after taking my MCATs 
and all the required material when I 
had to do a little bit of soul search-
ing [and I realized I wanted to 
become a teacher].

I was drawn to Andover by the 
school’s mission of Non Sibi. I 
strive to create and contribute to 
an environment that is supportive 
and inclusive, and knew that An-
dover also shared this value. The 
community at Andover is unlike 
any community I have ever been a 
part of, and I felt that the second I 
stepped foot on to the campus. 

New Teaching  Fellows for the 2018-2019 School Year
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an awesome time in the [Cochran] 
Chapel for the Gunga Bowl,” wrote 
Chang in an email to The Phillipian. 

Despite being initially uncer-
tain about what would happen to 
this initiative, Khiem DoBa, In-
structor in Mathematics, and fac-
ulty advisor to MOAA, says he was 
ultimately proud of the leadership 
and hard work of Chang and Xu.

“I think it was a huge success. 
I was extremely nervous from the 
beginning to the end... I had to 
make sure that Justin and Andy 
[knew] that if they really wanted 
to do it, that this is a student-run 
event and they would have to meet 
a lot of requirements. They must 
work really well together and ba-
sically do a lot of problem-solving 
because we had never done any-
thing like this before… but in the 
end, it went really well,” said DoBa.  

According to Chang, the MOAA 
was a success because they were 
able to emphasize the significance 
of math beyond a set of equations 
or a mere subject in school.

Chang said, “Mathematics is 
a subject of vast importance that 
middle school students will use for 
the rest of their lives. With this in 
mind, it’s important that students 
don’t just associate mathematics 
with problem worksheets and in-
dividual assignments; a goal of the 
MOAA was to demonstrate how 
math competitions can be just as 
exhilarating as any sporting event 
and how math can be collaborative, 
competitive, and fun.” 

DoBa also described MOAA as 
being in character with Andover’s 
motto of Non Sibi. He added that 
he still believes there is room for 
the MOAA organization to grow, 
mainly throughout heightened 
outreach to the wider community 
and facilitation of more opportu-
nities to have fun with math. After 
observing the positive atmosphere 
and attitudes of the participants in 
MOAA, DoBa says he believes this 

could work well. 
“Welcoming [the parents and 

children] on campus: it was defi-
nitely the highlight of my day. They 
are really eager to be here and to 
participate… And for me, I was re-
ally excited to be a part of the event 
and to welcome them on campus. 
That was one, and... Justin and 
Andy, and all the proctors… they 
were so wonderful in representing 
[Andover]… And for me, I was real-
ly proud of them,” said DoBa. 

Funded by an Abbot Grant of 
$5000, of which $2000 was des-
ignated for the Office of Physical 
Plant (OPP), Chang and Xu col-
laborated with many departments 
and offices on campus to organize 
their event. The pair had to com-
municate with the Office of the 
Head of School, the Shuman Office 
of Admissions, Paresky Commons, 
the Polk-Lillard Center, Kemper 
Auditorium, Cochran Chapel, and 
the academic departments in Sam-
uel Phillips Hall. 

“The process of reserving 
buildings and coordinating with 
so many departments took a lot of 
work, so spreading it out from June 
to October really helped. Reach 
out a month or two in advance and 
you’ll be surprised at just how ac-
commodating many of the depart-
ments on campus can be. And, of 
course, be prepared for the unex-
pected,” wrote Chang. 

“I think that putting the event 
like this together was such a 
unique experience for [Chang and 
Xu]. They have learned a lot about 
how to organize such an event on 
a campus, and coordinating with 
their peers, coordinating with the 
faculty, and coordinating with 
every administrator... in order 
to make sure that everyone is on 
board,” said DoBa.

According to Chang, he is al-
ready excited for MOAA 2019 fol-
lowing this year’s success. 

Chang wrote, “I’m hoping that 
this will be a lasting institution at 
the school!”
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In addition, David Chase said 
that the “organized temperance 
movement,” which promoted 
moderation particularly around 
intoxicants, and the first religious 
newspapers in the U.S. were 
planned in Phelps House. 

David Chase said, “So a whole 
bunch of things having to do with 
religion, old time religion, were 
hatched in that house.” 

In addition to literary and 
theological history, Phelps House 
also contains several pieces of 
Andover’s own origin, such as a 
desk belonging to Samuel Phil-
lips Jr., the founder of Andover. 
While the desk appears relatively 
normal, it houses a small, secret 
compartment in the back. When 
the middle drawer of the raised 
shelf is pulled back, a narrow 
space is revealed. 

David Chase explained that 
the compartment may have been 
used by the Phillips family for 
reasons of commerce and busi-
ness.

“That secret compartment 
is terrific. When that desk was 
made, and the Phillipses were a 
very wealthy family, they had lots 
of business going on, and where 
would they store documents? 
Well, in the desk. And if you had 
a document that was very private 
for one reason or another, like 
somebody’s IOU that you really 
wanted to safeguard, it would go 
into that secret compartment. It 
was sort of like your strongbox,” 
said David Chase. 

When he lived in Phelps 
House, David Chase and Barbara 
Landis Chase decided to declare 
the bottom floor of their house 
“public space” by opening it up to 
the students, faculty, and staff of 
Andover. This tradition has been 
upheld by John Palfrey, who sees 
the top and bottom floors of the 
house as two spaces with entirely 
separate connotations.    

“When the house was reno-
vated after Ms. Chase became 
the Head of School in 1994, we 
thought that it would make 
sense to try and use it as a place 
that presented, and to some de-
gree, interpreted, the history of 
the Academy. So we searched 
around, found a lot of things 
that we thought belonged in the 
house, and presented that first 
floor in that way. The kids loved 
it, and the faculty were interest-
ed in it, the trustees loved it, so 
it worked, and the Palfreys have 
continued that tradition,” said 
David Chase. 

John Palfrey said, “It’s really 
beautiful, but it is a little museum-
like. So I sometimes think we live 
in a really nice apartment above 
a museum that functions some-
times like a nice restaurant… And 
you can see, one of the things that 
you could talk about doing writ-
ing about the treasures of Phelps 
House, I think the house itself is 
the main treasure.”

Jack Palfrey ’21, who grew up 
in the house, emphasized this 
point, stating that the age of the 
house not only creates a historic 
ambience, but also a museumlike 
quality.  

“I very much like living in 
the house. It’s over two hundred 

years old, which gives it a cool 
and historic feel. It has a few as-
pects that make it seem like a mu-
seum at times. I also like being in 
the center of campus,” said Jack 
Palfrey. 

There are books everywhere 
in Phelps House, something that 
John Palfrey describes as one of 
his favorite parts of every room. 
Both antique and modern books 
line the walls, including one espe-
cially unique book passed down 
to John Palfrey by his great-great 
grandfather and twenty-sixth 
President of the United States of 
America, Theodore Roosevelt. 

“Just one thing I will show 
you are some of the books, just 
because they’re kind of fun. This 
room itself I think is really beau-
tiful. Many of these books have 
been here for a long time and 
actually some of them are really 
quite boring. ‘The Art of School 
Management for the Nineteenth 
Century’ is actually not that in-
teresting, but I’ve tried to read it.” 
said John Palfrey.

John Palfrey continued, “This 
particular book has been hand-
ed down in my family. This was 
Theodore Roosevelt’s, and then 
he gave it to his son, who was 
my great-grandfather. So my 
great-great-grandfather gave it 
to my great-grandfather, and he 
wrote in it; ‘Theodore Roosevelt 
Junior, now Theodore Roosevelt 
Senior, gives this, his favorite 
old Longfellow,’ it was a series 
of Longfellow books, ‘To Kermit 
Roosevelt… October 10th, 1901.’ 
So it’s kind of neat that you can 
see kind of a story of a family told 
through these books.”

In addition to Theodore Roo-
sevelt Sr.’s book, there are other 
Palfrey family relics in Phelps 
House. When John Palfrey was 
appointed Head of School, his 
parents found a piece of sil-
ver and presented it to him as a 
Christmas present. 

“It says, ‘To John Gorham Pal-
frey from the family of John Phil-
lips,’ and I think the year might 
have been June, was it 1828, may-
be, or 1823. Anyway, it turns out 
that this particular John Gorham 
Palfrey went to [Phillips Exeter 
Academy] near the founding of 
the school and became very close 
to the Phillips family, and he was 
an abolitionist and a professor at 
Harvard and a congressman and 
so forth. Anyway, he stayed very 
connected to the Phillips family, 
so I thought this was very eerie, 
you know, in a way that our fam-
ily would be connected to the 
Phillips right from the very be-
ginning,” said John Palfrey.

Resting on top of the antique 
desk that belonged to Samuel 
Phillip Jr. is an engraved hammer. 
The hammer has been passed 
down to John Palfrey through 
seven generations.

“Most of the things I’ve de-
scribed so far have been of the 
founding family of the school, but 
there are a few little connections 
to my own family. So this ham-
mer… says something like ‘This 
hammer is the only object I pos-
sess, given to me by my mother.’ 
And it was from, there have been 
a lot of John Gorham Palfreys, 
and this was the first of the John 
Gorham Palfreys. And this is an 
item that has been passed down 
generation to generation. It’s the 

only thing that he got from his 
mother. So it’s kind of a sweet 
concept,” said John Palfrey. 

John Palfrey explained that, 
while he has strived to maintain 
the historical integrity and im-
portance of the house, the house 
has been updated for modern day 
needs. 

“I would say mostly, we have 
not done anything. We have 
mostly tried to keep it exactly as 
it is, in part because we want stu-
dents to have the experience of 
what it might have been like close 
to 1812 when it was built,” said 
John Palfrey. 

He continued, “We haven’t 
done a lot in that particular way… 
One thing we’ve done [is] in the 
back you can see we’ve put [up] 
solar panels... so [it] is not in the 
part of the house you necessarily 
would see... I also have an electric 
car, and I really like the idea of 
having solar panels that power an 
electric car.” 

Jeffrey Kao ’19 says he ap-
preciates Phelps House’s sense 
of community, especially as a 
participant of Pease House and 
John Palfrey’s annual milkshake 
tradition. Each year, members of 
Pease House join John Palfrey 
for milkshakes, conversation, and 
the card game “Apples to Apples.” 

“I really enjoy [Phelps House’s] 
sunroom. I’d say that’s definite-
ly my favorite room in his house 
because it’s set up for really nice, 
comfortable, relaxed conversa-
tion… My second favorite part is 
definitely, he’s got nice ceramic 
plates as decoration. I just find 
that really interesting because it 
adds a very nice zest,” said Kao. 

Over the course of their res-
idence at Phelps House, both 
John Palfrey and David Chase 
have added touches from their 
respective families and person-
alities. Currently in the house are 
several of John Palfrey’s personal 
mementos, as well as an allusion 
to his time at Exeter. 

“[I like] these pictures with 
the Bushes, in part because they 
serve an Andover story, but in a 
two-day period, I got to fly down 
to [Dallas] and saw President 
George W. Bush [’64] at his pres-
idential library, and he gave me 
a copy of a book he had written, 
and I then flew the next day to 
Houston… and then saw his fa-
ther [President George H.W. Bush 
’42] at his presidential office, and 
I can imagine there aren’t that 
many people in the world who 
have been able to meet two pres-
idents in two days, both of whom 
went to the school,” said John 
Palfrey.

The Palfrey family has also 
added non-historical mementos 
to their home. 

“This Dumbledore wand was 
a gift, when I first got this job, a 
good friend of mine sent it to me. 
So that has nothing to do with 
the history of the house, but it’s 
meant to be whimsical,” said 
John Palfrey. 

One of David Chase’s favorite 
antiques in Phelps house is one of 
two grandfather clocks, located 
on a staircase landing and facing 
the front door.

“It’s an incredibly elaborate, 
inlaid clock of cases, and it’s at-
tributed to a now-famous Mas-
sachusetts cabinet maker named 
Nathan Lombard,” David Chase 
said.

In spite of all the treasures in 
Phelps House, said that the house 
itself is still his favorite ‘treasure,’ 
according to David Chase.

David Chase said, “[The 
house] is an extraordinary place 
and has served the needs of the 
school and then earlier, the An-
dover Theological Seminary, for 
more than 200 years.”

He continued, “It was initially 
a bit of a scandal because it was 
so grand… Well, be that as it may, 
now, two centuries later, every-
one in the [Andover] commu-
nity gets to enjoy this beautiful 
house.”

Continued  from A1, Column 3

The History of the Antiques in Phelps House
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In 1994, the house was renovated and designed to display aspects of the 
Academy’s hstory. 
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   CAMD Presentation Intertwines Mexican Music and Culture

genre and how it voices the re-
alities of daily life. 

“Even for me, as someone 
who grew up in the culture, I 
was really confused as to [not 
only] why it was so popular but 
also why I could identify with 
it at the same time. It’s this 
idea of this coping mechanism 
for our daily reality, but I think 
at the same time it’s a way of 
people to relate to our story 
but more so to actually hear 
our story,” said Sanchez during 
his presentation.

Ramphis Medina PG ’19 was 
struck by Sanchez’s evolving 
perspective on the music and 
its importance to his culture.

“It was a really good pre-
sentation because I’m also 
Hispanic too, and it was [San-

chez] talking about a musical 
experience that he’s grown up 
with and as a young adult, he 
was discovering its importance 
and its meaning, compared to 
as he just saw it before. When 
he was younger, it was just 
music, but now he was learn-
ing himself and teaching us the 
significance of the culture,” 
said Medina. 

For a portion of the presen-
tation, Miriam Villanueva, In-
structor in History and Social 
Science, joined Sanchez on 
stage to have a conversation 
about corrido culture and their 
personal experiences with it. 
Much like Sanchez, Villanueva 
said he saw the genre as a way 
to cope with one’s daily reality. 

“In listening to these songs, 
at least for our family, it’s kind 
of an escapism, if that makes 
sense, in that you recognize the 
brutality of what is happening, 

you recognize how your com-
munity is being exploited, but 
you’re finding a release and an 
outlet with these songs. You’re 
allowing your trauma to be ex-
pressed so that you could com-
miserate together as a commu-
nity,” said Villanueva during 
the talk.

Mark Cutler, Instructor in 
Spanish, served as Sanchez’s 
faculty advisor throughout 
his research. Having known 
Sanchez since his Junior year, 
Cutler enjoyed seeing Sanchez 
take on and execute the proj-
ect. 

“Honestly, whenever I’ve 
done anything like this, I’ve 
enjoyed sort of taking myself 
out to the expert role and al-
lowing the student to guide me 
through the process. I don’t 
know how many CAMD Schol-
ar projects I’ve done, but Pablo 
definitely has handled this one 

extremely well,” said Cutler in 
an interview with The Phillip-
ian.

Emma Staffaroni, Instruc-
tor in English, oversees the 
CAMD Scholars program. 
Staffaroni said that from the 
start of the process, she was 
eager to hear Sanchez’s take on 
the connections between poli-
tics, economics, and culture.  

“We always hear very neg-
ative things about the bor-
der [between Mexico and the 
United States], and we don’t 
think about the culture that is 
flourishing there under these 
negative conditions and is 
part of people’s real lives. So 
I thought that was a really ex-
citing angle, and I was really 
excited that he wanted explore 
it,” said Staffaroni.

Sanchez’s presentation 
kicked off not only this year’s 
CAMD presentations, but also 

Latin Arts Weekend, a week-
end dedicated to celebrating 
Latinx culture. 

Chi Igbokwe ’21, an attend-
ee of the talk, says she would 
like to see even more discus-
sion about Latinx identity at 
Andover.

“I feel like on this cam-
pus, things concerning Latinx 
identities and Hispanic iden-
tities aren’t talked about as 
much, and since this is Latin 
Arts Weekend, I think it’s re-
ally important that there was a 
talk like this…  I think that this 
was a really cool insight into 
one part of the broader Latinx 
culture, and I feel like that’s 
something that we should see 
more of on this campus,” said 
Igbokwe. 

Continued  from A1, Column 5

Eleven restaurants in down-
town Andover remain closed 
and without gas after the gas 
leak on September 13. The gas 
leak closed approximately 150 
businesses downtown, accord-
ing to Ann Ormond, the Town 
of Andover’s Director of Busi-
ness, Arts, and Cultural Devel-
opment.

Many stores’ sales have been 
impacted due to limited access 
to their appliances, lack of cus-
tomers, and forced temporary 
closures. Local stores have 
reported a cancellation of ap-
pointments and a decrease in 
business due to construction in 
the aftermath of the gas leak re-
stricting residents’ ability to get 
downtown. 

May Doherty, the owner of 
Chic Consignment, said, “The 
construction has started, which 
is great because it’s going to 
help and it’s fixing things. But 
we’ve seen a big impact in our 
business because no one can 
find anywhere to park. There 
are detours everywhere and 
I think people are just sort of 
throwing their hands up.” 

The closure of downtown 
restaurants has also affected 
students. 

Gwen Empie ’21 said, “Par-
ticularly, Perry’s Plate and 
UBurger, [which are currently 
closed], were hangout spots for 
me and my friends. But since 
they have not been reopened, 
our friendships have dwindled. 
And I cannot get the same food 
that I used to love.” 

Many shop owners ex-
pressed their concern about 
the lack of foot traffic due to 
the closing of roads and side-
walks. 

Restaurants have been hit 
particularly hard, since many 
cook with gas-run appliances. 
Popular locations like UBurger, 
Perry’s Plate, and Casa Blan-
ca remain closed. Others have 
resorted to providing limited 
menus and purchasing water 
heaters, but they still find their 
sales affected. 

Carlos Q., a shift supervi-
sor for Bertucci’s, said, “Since 
we haven’t gotten the service 
back, we don’t have gas at the 
moment, we are not able to sell 
any pastas or anything that’s 
grilled. Lots of people are go-

ing somewhere else just be-
cause they can get more stuff 
over there than over here. Cus-
tomers still think we’re closed. 
They’re surprised that we’re 
open.”

The lack of food venues and 
variety has also limited the de-
livery options for students on 
campus. 

Izunna Obiora ’22 said, “I re-
member this one time I had to 
go to bed hungry because Dom-
ino’s was closed and I couldn’t 
get my two large pepperoni 
pizzas and a Sprite. So that was 
a sad experience for me.”

Some businesses, such as 
Dovetail Apothecary of Beauty, 
are concerned about the com-
ing winter and the need for 
heat and hot water. Eventually, 
it will become too cold to oper-
ate properly without gas-pow-
ered heat.

Sofia Alexander of Dovetail 
Apothecary of Beauty said, “We 
lost a lot of business because 
we had no hot water… We will 
be very seriously impacted if 
we don’t get heat.” 

Other restaurants are feeling 
an increase in business due to 
the lack of options in the down-

town area. Bob Kelley, a man-
ager for Caffe Nero, reported a 
spike in business the weekend 
following the gas leak, since it 
was one of the only food estab-
lishments open. 

Columbia Gas began con-
struction on October 1 to install 
new piping and gas meters on 
Main Street, according to the 
“Greater Lawrence Area Res-
toration Program — Gas Ready 
Construction Plan.” All con-
struction is estimated to be fin-
ished by November 19.

At the Town Hall, a claim 
center assists residents and 
businesses in the process to 
receive funding or file a claim 
for any damage the gas leak 
caused, according to the plan. 

This, however, can prove 
unpredictable, according to 
Jackson-Bailey. 

“You know, being evacuat-
ed and [the] days closed [re-
sulted in] a lot of lost revenue, 
and now it’s the waiting game 
of will they accept a claim, will 
they take a claim. It’s in their 
ballpark and not ours, unfortu-
nately,” said Jackson-Bailey.

A one-million-dollar emer-
gency loan program for affect-

ed businesses was announced 
by Governor Charlie Baker, ac-
cording to Boston.com. 

Despite their losses, busi-
nesses in Andover are sup-
porting each other and the 
community. Chic Consignment 
recently raised $1,000 for the 
Greater Lawrence Disaster 
Relief Fund. Several owners 
reported that residents of the 
community have been purchas-
ing from downtown stores to 
support local businesses.

Stores have also been giving 
back to their customers. 

Andrew Alvarado, the main 
receptionist of the Robert Ja-
son Salon, said, “We still had 
electricity, so we could still do 
hair… It really was a nice expe-
rience and a really nice high-
light to [clients’] really terrible 
week to be able to come in here 
and still get their hair done and 
still have a nice hot blow-dry to 
warm them up.”

Jackson-Bailey said, “The 
community has been the big-
gest blessing to each other. The 
gas company and whoever else 
is involved is doing what they 
can but the community pulled 
together as a team.”

LAURA OSPINA

Businesses Downtown Still Affected by Gas Leak



supi sour

A10 EI8HTH PA8E T h e  P h l a t  E a r t h  S o c i e t y Let’s make the collective decision to give Alex a break.

If You’re Reading This, Call PAPS
I’ve Been Locked in the Bathroom For Days and I’m too Embarassed to Shout For Help

I Went Undercover 
As a Proctor At 

Leadership Training: 
Here’s What I Learned

It’s a shock, quite 
frankly. Proctors must go 
through hell to be certified 
for the leadership role that 
demands the least work of 
any on campus. Eh, they 
give you the occasional hug 
and maybe some candy on 
your birthday — they’re a 
friend that’s required to be 
your friend. We, the Eighth 
Page, sought to infiltrate 
this “elite” group of bed-
wetters at leadership train-
ing, namely to understand 
why I had been “rejected” 
from “every Proctor posi-
tion” because I was “un-
suitable to manage others, 
let alone myself” and “do 
not currently attend An-
dover.” Pfft, like they know 
anything. For four days and 
three nights, I lived the 
part of my character. As I 
couldn’t stay in the dorms, I 
conveniently found lodging 
in Kemper. I slept amongst 
old costumes and fed off of 
gum I found on the floor. 
Each morning, I arose at 
5:00 a.m. to falsely arrive 
at Underwood for training 
— seemingly coming from 
Flagstaff. Oh, what fools 
they were to believe my il-
lusion. I wore painted trash 

bags as clothing, knowing 
the hypebeasts of the school 
would see no difference be-
tween me and themselves. 
What my masquerade al-
lowed me to discover was 
nothing short of extraor-
dinary. The people, so ea-
ger and gentle, never once 
questioned my persona. In 
group discussions, I would 
add bits here and there, pla-
giarizing from other con-
versations. Even though 
the ideas were not mine, I 
felt strangely listened to in 
a way I never have before — 
looking at you, every loved 
one I’ve ever had. Some 
people even added com-
ments of support or came up 
to me afterwards to express 

their interest in what I said. 
How odd. These Proctors 
are truly of another nature. 
Similarly, I was continual-
ly asked to share my opin-
ions on topics surrounding 
identity. In response, the 
others would do something 
called… “snapping”? By the 
end of the four days, I was 
unsuccessful in seeing any 
money or equivalent sexu-
al favors change hands be-
tween them and the Deans, 
but I was super excited for 
the upcoming school year!! 
Please let me know if you 
guys need anything (even if 
it’s just someone to talk to 
or just a shoulder to cry on) 
— my door’s always open! 
:)) <3

LILY RADEMACHER

Sneaky disguise! Had us fooled.

The Week’s Top Headlines

• Athlete Risks it All and Showers Without 
Flip-Flops in Boys’ Locker Room

• Illness Spreading Around Campus Traced 
Back to Bartlet’s Communal Toothbrush

• Friday Night Showing of ‘A Quiet Place’ Just 
Footage of Day Student Lounge

• Uppers To Be Officially Granted Permission to 
Complain About Work Next Sunday

• The Truth is Now Abundantly Clear 

• Local Shepherd Should Just Tend to His Own 
Goddamn Flock 

OVERHEARD 
ON THE PATHS

“Next week has me really 
exhausted.”

“Purell is an illegal substance.”

“I’ve made the decision on my parents’ behalf to avoid 
contact with me until Thanksgiving.”

“This is the first time I’ve 
seen daylight since yesterday 

at 2:45.”

“I wake up in the morning 
feeling a shade of flamingo.”

“Midterms are my 
‘turning-point.’” 

Classifieds For The Lovelorn...
Andover can be a lonely place, and it’s not always easy to meet new people. So every week, 
we highlight one real, actual student who is on this campus and looking for love (serious 

relationships only — we don’t advertise hook-ups). If interested in putting your name here, 
email abernhard@andover.edu.

Some cool facts about me!

• I live in Maine.
• I like Maine.
• My mom’s a matchmaker, but 

we haven’t had any luck yet.
• Auditioned for “Judy Moody’s 

Not Bummer Summer,” didn’t 
get it.

sspaulding20@andover.edu

SKYLER SPAULDING ’20
LOOKING FOR A COUNTRY MUSIC 
ENTHUSIAST WHO WALKS FAST, 
ALWAYS ARRIVES TWO MINUTES 
EARLY AND CAN’T USE SOCIAL 

MEDIA ON WEEKDAYS
(TOM BRADY)

Dealbreaker(s):
• Thinks all racket sports are the 

same.
• Only uses creative mode in Mine-

craft.

F ir e  I n s p e ct io n

Status: Failed.
Reason: Room was 
clean, still a failure though.

Status: Failed.
Reason: Used the phrase 
“I’ll pick that up tomorrow”, 
regarding large bucket of 
salamanders.

Status: Failed.
Reason: 2006 Avril 
Lavigne posters pose 
potential threat of 
distraction in an 
emergency.

Status: Failed.
Reason: Significant other 
hiding in the closet.

look Here...
what is this?

no.. It cannot possibly be...

INTRODUCING
Prosy Mosy’s Nemesis

Supi Sour!!

“Nut allergies are just a 
form of natural selection. ”

supi sour

supi sour 

supi sour 

IDEAL DATE SPOT:
Snyder Center.



October 12, 2018

SPORTS
 Volume CXLI | Number 20

Black hair

Andover Overcomes Hills to 
Defeat Choate 

Carmel Fitzgibbon ’22 
surged to a dominant win in 
her first race for Andover at 
Choate on Saturday, while 
Liz Tran ’19 returned af-
ter two-year hiatus to take a 
close third. Fitzgibbon ran the 
course in 19 minutes and 42 
seconds, with seven members 
of Andover’s team finishing 
within the next three minutes. 
Andover defeated Choate 26-
29, raising its varsity record to 
2-0 in its first dual meet of the 
season.  

“I think we raced really 
well. We won, so the whole 
experience was definitely re-
ally fun and overall a great 
experience. The course had 
some hills, which was really 
unexpected, so it was definite-
ly very challenging. I didn’t 
know [what] to expect or what 
was going to happen, but I was 
really happy with how it went. 
I don’t think it could’ve gone 
much better and I am excit-
ed for Saturday [against St. 
Paul’s],” said Fitzgibbon. 

“[Tran], who returned to 
the team after [two years] off 
and had been a varsity run-
ner her [Junior] year, came 
back really strong…. She really 
killed it, she was out fast and 
really kept the momentum the 
entire race. Carmel Fitzgib-
bon also looked very strong... 
She set a great tone for the 
rest of the Andover runners 
and it was really motivating to 
see her lead the pack of all the 
Varsity and JV runners right 
from the start of the race,” said 
Abby Ryan ’21. 

Andover’s pack style of 
running and recovering on 
downhill sections helped it to 
overcome the infamous Water 
Tower Hill, according to Ryan 
and Brooke Sanders ’19.

“There was a pretty tough 
hill at the start of the second 
mile in the course, it was a 
pretty steep incline. That was 
where a lot of the Andover 
pack running came in handy, 
because we were able to catch 
up [to] and cut off a lot of the 
Choate runners.” said Ryan.

“It’s well known for every-
one on the team that we are 
going to have the super steep, 
super long hill, but after that 
there’s a lot of downhill. In 
practice, we worked on attack-
ing the downhill, and using 
gravity at the downhill, so it 
was a pretty good course for 
us,” said Sanders. 

The team practiced run-
ning several hills throughout 
the week in preparation for 
Choate’s Water Tower Hill, ac-
cording to Ryan and Sanders. 

“This past Wednesday, our 
workout was focused on some 
longer hills, and we did a few 
reps of those which helped 
us build our endurance and 
stamina, especially for this 
weekend where the were a 
few of those longer hills and 
for next weekend which is our 
first home race. Those reps 
definitely prepared us for the 
major hill at Choate,” said 
Ryan.

“We practiced Log Cabin 
Hill [a quarter-mile-long hill 
on Andover’s own course] 
in preparation for the Water 
Tower Hill, and we practiced 
using the downhill a lot, and 
that definitely showed be-
cause there was a ton of down-
hill, and we ended up passing 
people on the downhill who 
went faster during the uphill,” 
said Sanders.

Andover will continue to 
improve its hill running in 
preparation for the at home 
in its next race, according to 
Sanders. 

“I think we are going to 
continue to work on hills be-
cause our next race is going to 
be home and we have Heart-
break Hill and Log Cabin Hill, 
so I think as we continue to get 
better at hills those will get a 
bit easier,” said Sanders.

The team is also looking to 
improve on strengthening its 
team dynamic and pack run-
ning moving forward, accord-
ing to Fitzgibbon and Ryan.

“Everyone is all friends and 
we always cheer for each oth-
er and it’s always really fun 
being with the team. I think 
every week getting stronger, 
and working together, and be-
coming more tight as a group 
will be really important,” said 
Fitzgibbon. 

“I think that especially in 
our past two races our pack 
running has especially looked 
really strong, and hopefully 
we can maintain that because 
that has been a great skill that 
we’ve been working on during 
practice and will help us in the 
meets ahead,” said Ryan. 

Andover will race St. Paul’s 
at home this Saturday. 

GIRLSCROSSCOUNTRY

PHOEBE BICKS

BOYSCROSSCOUNTRY

Boys Cross Country Triumphs 
in First Dual Meet

In their first dual meet of 
the season, Captain Alex Fleu-
ry ’20, Jacob Buehler ’19, Sam 
Capobianco ’21, and Michael 
Turner ’20 placed second, 
third, fourth, and sixth respec-
tively, assisting Andover Boys 
Cross Country in their 24-31 
victory against Choate on Sat-
urday.

According to Fleury, Capo-
bianco, and Turner, the team 
remained in groups through-
out the race as a strategy to 
outrun its opponents. Andover 
frequently applies this method 
of pack-running in its practic-
es.

Fleury said, “Today was a 
successful day at Choate. The 
team did a really good job at 
sticking to the packs we have 
been running in at practice. 
It led us to finish in groups, 
which helped us outscore our 
opponents.”

Capobianco said, “During 
workouts, [Head Coach Jeff 
Domina] has us run in large 
groups so that it helps us learn 
to run together and push some 
slower [runners] up towards 
the top.”

Choate’s hilly terrain made 
it difficult for runners to main-
tain their energy and strength 
throughout the race, according 
to Capobianco and Hugo Solo-
mon ’19.

Capobianco said, “There 
were two big hills on the 
course, one just before mile 
two and the other at mile two 
and a half. [The team] knew 
the hills were going to take a 
lot of energy out of us so we 
conserved some energy to 
make it up those hills and still 
be able to finish out the race 
strong.”

Solomon added, “This meet 
at Choate was pretty signif-
icant for a few reasons. First, 
the course itself was unique in 
its terrain, with a massive hill 
dominating the middle sec-
tion of the course and a pro-
longed downhill section that 
stretched from the last 1000 
meters or so to the end.”

Although Choate’s course 
presented a high level of diffi-
culty for runners, Andover was 
well-prepared for the chal-
lenge, according to Fleury and 
Solomon. 

Fleury said, “We work on 
the particular aspects of the 
course we will run on by doing 
similar terrains in Andover. 
This helps us anticipate and 
prepare for race day.”

Solomon said, “Especially 
[during] our Tuesday workout, 
we focused on hills, doing full 
half-mile reps up Heartbreak 
Hill in the [Cochran Bird Sanc-
tuary].”

Additionally, in its practic-
es leading up to the meet, An-
dover focused on maintaining 
pace and speed, according to 
Capobianco.

Capobianco said, “Before 
today’s race, we did a couple 
workouts where we were sup-
posed to dial into our race pac-

es. This allowed us to run to-
day’s race more evenly paced. 
These workouts led to some 
outstanding performances [at 
the meet].”

Despite its strong perfor-
mance at Choate, Andover 
continues to seek out ways 
to improve. In the future, the 
team hopes to strengthen its 
mental game, according to Fl-
eury.

Fleury said, “I think the 
team can always improve on 
the mental aspect of the sport. 
If we tell ourselves that we can 
beat the kid right in front of us, 
then we will. Championships 
can be decided by very few 
points, and it all comes down 
to mental strength at the line.”

Overall, Andover’s triumph 
against Choate showcased 
both the team’s strong devel-
opment thus far and its im-
mense potential for the rest of 
the season, according to Fleu-
ry.

Fleury said, “This meet was 
special because Choate is a 
difficult course, yet we [ran] it 
so well. It tells us that we can 
run with any of these competi-
tive teams out there, no matter 
the course. All we have to do 
is keep putting in the work at 
practice.”

Andover Boys Cross Coun-
try will race St. Paul’s at home 
this Saturday.

Editor’s Note: Jacob Bue-
hler is a Sports Editor for The 
Phillipian. Hugo Solomon is an 
Associate Video Editor for The 
Phillipian. 
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Andover Boys Cross Country utilizes pack-running, shown above,  as a strategy to outrun its opponents.

J.BUEHLER/THE PHILLIPIAN

Alisa Crueger-Cain ’20 has been 
a member of the team since her 
Junior Year.

ANDOVER COURSE MAP

This weekend, both Andover Girls Cross Country and Andover Boys Cross Country will race at home for the first time this season. Andover’s course 
starts with a loop around the great lawn, followed by a curve around Cochran Chapel. After passing Stowe House, runners pass Rabbit Pond, and cross 
Pine Knoll. The course then takes a steady incline through the Cochran Bird Sanctuary up until the log cabin, at which point runners turn and race a 
steady downhill before reaching the low point of the course. At the very lowest point of the course rests the foot of “Heartbreak Hill”. After running up 
Heartbreak, runners proceed out of the sanctuary and roughly retrace their steps to the Great Lawn, and do one final lap of the Great Lawn to finish the 



B2 SPORTS T h e  P h i l l i p i a n October 12, 2018

Playing under the lights at 
Choate’s stadium, Andover strug-
gled on both sides of the ball, 
according to Co-Captain Hen-
ry Rogers ’19, and suffered a 4-0 
shutout loss this past Saturday. 
The team’s record now stands 2-5 
on the season.

Rogers said, “We didn’t play 
anywhere near the level we want 
to be playing at. We didn’t do 
well on defense, as we got played 
through too much during the 
game. Giving up four goals is nev-
er a good thing. We also didn’t cre-
ate enough on offense.”

According to Tulio Marchetti 
’21, playing under the lights pre-
sented a challenge for the team. 

“[Choate] brought in a bunch 
of motor lights, and it was really 
loud… so we had to talk a lot and 
loudly in order for the team to 
hear us. First half we were down 
2-0, [and] during halftime we 
thought we could bring it back... 
but unfortunately in the second 
half we conceded another two, 
and the game ended in a 4-0 loss,” 
Marchetti said. 

David O’Brien ’21 said, “[Cho-
ate is] a pretty good team. They 
have a couple of athletic, fast for-
wards, and then some solid defen-
sive players. It was a pretty even 
most of the game even though the 
score does not reflect that. We had 
a poor defensive performance, 

but other than that I think it went 
pretty well.”

Despite getting shut out, Ando-
ver still had very consistent play-
ers that limited Choate’s offensive 
opportunities, according to Mar-
chetti and O’Brien.

Marchetti said, “Rolando 
[Rabines ’19] played well. He’s 
very consistent. [Head Coach 
Edwin Escobar] put him on as a 
winger so he could switch the ball 
more, and he tried to do that a lot. 
I also think Sam Kumler [’21] also 
did really well. He is also a very 
consistent player, and he’s always 
locking the backup and doesn’t let 
anything go over his head, just like 
Coach [William] Scott tells him to 
do.”

O’Brien added, “David Wang 
[’20] had a good performance 
defensively in the midfield. He 
swung a lot of tackles and was 
able to take some pressure off of 
us when we needed it.”

The team is looking to improve 
on its organization, which will ul-

timately help improve its defen-
sive skills, according to O’Brien.

O’Brien said, “I think we had 
a good offensive performance al-
though we didn’t score. We got 
pretty unlucky with some missed 
shots. We did well moving from 
side to side and just penetrating 
their defense. I think we will try to 
improve on organization and just 
trying to become a better defen-
sive team, and hopefully get a little 
more lucky.”

Marchetti said, “I think there 
are a lot of places where we can 
improve. At practice we work 
more on possession, and I think 
that if we could work more on our 
possession game and capitalize on 
big chances, we would do way bet-
ter than we are doing right now. I 
think we could also work on play-
ing as a team, I feel like the chem-
istry is not 100 percent. I think 
once the team links up, we will be 
very good.”

Andover will face St. Paul’s at 
home this Saturday.
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Andover Blanked by Choate
PHOEBE BICKS

FOOTBALL

Football Falls 51-8 to Choate

Co-Captain Michael 
Thompson ’20 rolled out to 
the left off a fake field goal 
and lobbed the ball to Magnus 
Voge PG ’19, who caught it in 
the end zone for a two-point 
conversion. Despite this play 
and other efforts, Andover 
Football fell to Choate by a 
score of 8-51 on Saturday. The 
team’s record now stands at 
1-2.

According to Voge, the 
team’s downfall was the re-
sult of a large disparity in ros-
ter size between Andover and 
Choate.

“Choate had a way bigger 
roster than us — I think about 
60 or 70 kids. Because of that, 
they were able to play differ-
ent guys on both sides of the 
ball, whereas we probably had 
eight to nine guys who play 
both ways,” said Voge. 

After putting up a strong 
fight in the first quarter, Ando-
ver’s smaller roster struggled 
to save its energy for the rest 
of its game, according to Voge.

Voge said, “We saw that in 
the first quarter, we stuck with 
them and it was around 14-8. 
And from then on, they just 
outgassed and outran us and, 
eventually, were able to pum-
mel us because we were so out 
of breath.”

According to Baron Abrish-
ami ’21, while Andover pos-
sessed the potential to come 
out on top, a slew of mental 
lapses ultimately cost them 
the game. 

Abrishami said, “I think 
we lost just because of mental 
errors. We’re definitely tal-
ent-wise good enough to beat 
them, but, unfortunately, we 
just made mental error after 
mental error. Guys sometimes 
forgot what their task was.” 

While the team struggled 
in execution, Andover never 
failed to give its best effort, 
according to Troy Pollock ’21 
and Co-Captain Andrew Maz-
zone ’19.

Pollock said, “We didn’t 
play as a unit, and although we 
gave our best effort, we under-
estimated them… We came out 
flat, and we couldn’t seem to 
come back. But we never quit, 
and we showed some heart.”

“Overall, the one thing I no-
ticed that we did well in was 
the fact that even if we were 
getting [our] butts handed to 
us, we kept grinding. We never 
let up,” wrote Mazzone in an 
email to The Phillipian.

Though the final score may 
not reflect it, Andover demon-
strated strong development in 
both its offensive and defen-
sive game on Saturday, accord-
ing to Voge.

Voge said, “On defense, we 
stopped the run really well... 
On offense, our passing game 
really picked up. It’s been a 
little stagnant during our last 
game.”

Saturday’s game also saw 
impressive performances from 
Jake Bedell PG ’19 and Sal Lup-
oli PG ’19, according to Voge.

Voge added, “Jake Bedell 
did really well. He had a lot 
of catches and had some good 
returns on kickoff. On defense, 
Sal Lupoli had a bunch of tack-
les. Moving to more linemen 
and less linebackers, he was 
the guy we were really relying 
on to make a lot of the tackles, 
and he did.”

After Saturday’s loss, Ando-
ver will focus on progressing 
both its pass defense and of-
fensive blocking, according to 
Voge. 

Voge said, “Our secondary 
[and] our pass defense need 
improvement... We need to 
work on our blocking on of-
fense. There were a lot of guys 
getting through, so we need to 
work on making sure we know 
what our assignment is and 
make sure we get to where we 
need to be.”

Entering its next game 
against Suffield, Andover aims 
to put its losses behind, ac-
cording to Pollock and Maz-
zone.

“We’re disappointed with 
our last game, and we are hun-
gry for a win. Collectively, we 
are ready to get to work and 
prepare for the following Sat-
urday,” said Pollock.

Mazzone added, “Every-
one made mistakes, and now 
we have to put the blinders on 
and move on... We just have 
to work [hard] the next two 
weeks in all aspects of the 
game and forget about these 
last two losses.”

Andover will travel to Suff-
ield on October 20, for its 
fourth game of the season.

LUCAS KIM
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Girls Soccer Ties Choate, Shutout by Brooks

Emily Hardy ’20 saved 13 shots 
from going into Andover’s goal, 
helping hold the Choate team to 
a 0-0 tie on Saturday and earning 
the honor of Player of the Game. 
On Wednesday, however, the team 
fell to Brooks, moving the team’s 
record to 3-5-1. 

A key component in tying Cho-
ate was the team’s ability to play 
together, according to Isobel Glass 
’21.

“We played really cohesively, 
we played as a unit… and the whole 
team thought it was a strong result 
to come out of playing Choate. It 
was a really hard-fought and good 
game,” said Glass.

Karoline Conte ’21 added, 
“[Head Coach Lisa Joel]  was really 

pleased with the outcome. She said 
Choate was a tough competitor 
and that it would be a good test of 
our technique as a team.”

Despite the lack of goals scored, 
the team was able to create many 
scoring opportunities while simul-
taneously defending scoring at-
tempts made by Choate. According 
to Glass, the game could have gone 
either way due to the equal chanc-
es both teams had, resulting in a 
fair outcome to a challenging game.

Hardy was the most influen-
tial player in the game due to her 
consistency and many shutouts, 
according to Bella DiBenedetto ’20.

DiBenedetto said, “Our goalie, 
Emily Hardy, came up with some 
big saves for us and really played 
well in the back.”

Although the team had a strong 
performance, it looks to learn from 
the tie and implement the lessons 
in the latter half of the season, ac-
cording to Glass. 

Glass said, “We could focus 
more on taking advantage of our 
chances and getting on the end of 
free kicks and corner kicks.” 

Going into its game against 
Brooks on Wednesday, Andover 
looked to improve from the game 

against Choate. Andover, however, 
was not able to come out on top, as 
Brooks won 2-0.

The heat posed an additional 
challenge for Andover, according 
to DiBenedetto.

DiBenedetto said, “The team 
really worked hard against Brooks. 
The hot conditions made it really 
hard on a big field. Our midfield 

worked very hard. We were con-
stantly running and tracking our 
players box to box.”

According to Conte, the team 
looks to work on its offense, both 
technically and in response to the 
opponent. 

“We need to improve on con-
necting passes and pushing up,” 
said Conte. “We could have done 

a better job of pressing their de-
fense.”

According to Conte, the team 
did well maintaining its positivity 
despite the loss and will continue 
training hard for its next game.

The team will face St. Paul’s at 
home at 4:30 p.m. on Saturday.

JAYDEN COLLINS

GIRLSSOCCER

D.ZHU/THE PHILLIPIAN
Isabella DiBennedetto ’20 has played midfield for Andover Girls Soccer since her Junior Year.

C.WAGGONER/THE PHILLIPIAN
Defender Sam Kumler ’21 joined the team as a new Lower this season. 

Field Hockey Maintains Undefeated 
Record with Two Victories 

Scoring three goals in the first 
eight minutes, Andover jumped 
out to an early lead against Choate 
this past Saturday, going on to win 
7-0 in a dominant performance. 
The team continued its success 
with a 4-0 win against Milton on 
Wednesday, bringing its record to 
7-0. So far this season, Andover has 
outscored opponents 36-2. 

Head Coach Kate Dolan ac-
credited the win to the depth of 
the team, which permitted it to 
have fresh bodies on the field at 
all times. According to Olivia No-
lan ’20, the team’s success can be 
attributed to the team’s calculated 
passes and speed.

Nolan said, “I think something 
we did well against Choate was 
being really deliberate with our 
passes and our movement. We 
were being really deliberate with 
the ball and not just putting it on 
people’s sticks but also putting in 
places where they could run onto 
it, which was really key to our of-
fense because we have really quick 
forwards. We also never really let 
up on our momentum. We were 
pretty relentless and we never took 
our feet off of the gas so that defi-
nitely contributed to our 7-0 win.”

Despite a perfect record, Coach 

Dolan still sees room for improve-
ment as the team reaches the mid-
way point in the season. 

Coach Dolan said “I think we 
always just want to get better than 
the last time we played. There are 
always things we can do better, 
little things whether it’s commu-
nicating, supporting each other, 
pushing up on the play, or getting 
back on the play. Just being there 
for each other and helping each 
other. Being our best is always im-
portant for me and being consis-
tent day in and day out.” 

Nolan said, “Even though we 
are undefeated, we definitely have 
things to work on. I think one of 
our biggest things that we need to 
improve upon having continuous 
momentum throughout the game. 
Sometimes in games we will have 
firsts where we are doing really 
well and then sort of lull our en-
ergy and we sort of will lose our 
touch almost so I think just being 
really consistent with our energy 
and our enthusiasm will contrib-
ute to our chances of success in the 
[Nepsac] tournament.”

This year the team is led by 
eight Seniors, including Captain 
Meghan Ward ’19. Wednesday’s 
game was characterized by a 
strong performance from Hannah 
Cuff ’21 with two goals, Ward with 
one goal, and Josephina Caico ’19 
with one goal. 

On Wednesday, Andover began 
with another fast start against Mil-
ton, scoring two goals in the first 
five minutes and all four of its goals 
in the first half. Despite the strong 
start, the team’s energy was lower, 
according to Nolan.

Nolan said, “It was just one of 
those days where we didn’t have 

as much energy as we usually do, 
because we are usually a pretty 
peppy team... We had a quick burst 
of energy at the beginning and we 
scored two goals in the first five 
minutes and then we had a bit of 
a lull. We called a timeout and had 
regrouped and brought it back to-
gether and made it clear that ev-
eryone has a role in improving the 
energy of the team.”

As the season continues, the 
team looks to continue its success 
in the Nepsac Championships. 

“Well the obvious goal is to is to 
make the Nepsac Championships 
because we’ve done that for the 
past three years, and that would 
be really great to keep going with 
that and also to keep and be able to 
be proud of ourselves in the way 
we’re playing for the rest of the 
season,” said Lily Rademacher ’21.

Andover will play St. Paul’s this 
Saturday at home.

Editor’s Note: Linda Bibeau ’20 
is an Associate Sports Editor for 
The Phillipian.

TOMMY SAVINO

FIELDHOCKEY
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Emily Batchelor ’19 scored one 
of Andover’s seven goals in its 
victory over Choate.

Andover

Choate

0

0

Andover

Brooks

0

2



October 12, 2018 T h e  P h i l l i p i a n SPORTS B3

Brooke Fleming ’20 served an 
8-0 lead in the fifth set, helping 
Andover secure a win at Choate on 
Saturday. 

Andover won the first two sets 
25-22 score each, lost the third and 
fourth set 15-25 and 18-25, respec-
tively, but ended up winning the fi-
nal set 15-8. On Wednesday, Ando-
ver added a victory against Nobles 
and Greenough, winning in three 
sets with scores of 25-22, 25-19, and 
25-13 respectively. The team’s re-
cord now stands at 5-1-1.

According to Captain Serena 
Liu ’19, Andover’s high energy was 
key in the first two sets, but the 
team’s lack of energy in the next 
two sets brought the team to lose 
its lead and nearly lose the game as 
well. In the fifth set, however, the 
team played hard and clinched the 
victory.

“I think we had a lot of energy 
especially in the first and second 
sets. I think we lagged a little in the 
third and fourth sets. But right in 
the fifth set, we went back up and 
connected with all the hits again. 
The blocks especially up in the 
middle and the outsides,” said Liu.

Despite being on the road, An-
dover got a taste of home when 
Andover Girls Soccer made an ap-
pearance in the crowd during the 
fifth set, according to Fleming.

“[It] was really awesome for us 
to have a fan crowd away from our 
home gym. That really amped us 
up. That had a really big part in our 
win,” she said.

According to Head Coach Cly-
fe Beckwith and Fleming, Adaeze 
Izuegbunam ’20 and Chioma Ug-

wonali ’20 contributed heavily to 
the team’s success.

Coach Beckwith said, “Adaeze 
Izuegbunam played an outstand-
ing middle hitter; although she was 
called touching the net a couple of 
times too often for our liking, she 
set a tone of aggression at the net 
that had them on their heels.”

“And we also had some great 
blocks by Chioma and Adaeze. We 
were just all over the net, blocking, 
putting it down which was really 
needed to give ourselves a break to 
reset,” continued Fleming.

According to Fleming, the team 
took crucial lessons from its scrim-
mage against Rivers on October 3.

“I remember from the Rivers 
scrimmage, we said that we wanted 
to apply the things we had worked 
on in practice a little bit more, that 
we hadn’t really incorporated into 
that match. So I saw us doing a lot 
of that, such as pushing balls deep 
and finding places where we could 
get balls on the floor,” said Fleming.

The team is looking forward to 
using some offensive combinations 
that it worked on in practice and to 
communicate more often, accord-
ing to Liu and Delaney Arkell ’22.

Liu said, “We didn’t get to do 
[offensive combinations] on Sat-
urday because we were still trying 
to work out and into the pace and 
we never got to the pace where 
we could set up for a combination 
play, but we are definitely gonna 
work on that.”

“I don’t think our team talked 
very well. Like when we were on 
the court, we should have commu-
nicated a lot better because it led to 
multiple people diving for the ball. 
We just didn’t communicate as 
well as we should’ve,” said Arkell.

The team is looking to do their 
best and take advantage of the mis-
takes of the other team, according 
to Coach Beckwith.

“By being the team we can be; 
control what we can control and 
have the confidence it will get us 
through. They are good, and they 
are as fallible as all teams are,” said 
Coach Beckwith.

Andover will face St. Paul’s on 
Friday.

After Choate delivered two 
goals in the early moments of 
the game, Andover Boys Water 
Polo utilized a brief timeout 
to mobilize the team and re-
new its mental focus, accord-
ing to Co-Captain Eric Osband 
’19 and Wesley Maloney ’22. 
Andover continued on to win 
19-11 against Choate last Sat-
urday. The team’s record now 
stands at 8-2.

“Surprisingly, at the very 
beginning of the game, they 
scored the first two goals and 
we were down for a little bit… 
I just told everyone to chill out 
and play our game, not theirs, 
so that we could just move for-
ward. Then, the second quar-
ter went well for us, so we just 
kept doing that,” said Osband.

Maloney said, “After they 
went up two goals, we took 
a timeout...  [Osband and 
Co-Captain Neil Simpson ’19 
came in and said], ‘We need 
to pick it up. We need to start 
playing like we have the whole 
season.’ At half, we just said, 
‘Keep it going. Don’t bring 

down the tempo.’ ”
The team’s success can be 

largely attributed to its abili-
ty to stay composed through 
both the highs and lows of 
the game, according to Jacob 
Hudgins ’19.

Hudgins said, “We started 
the game, [and] they scored 
two goals in a row. We failed 
to get after the game from 
the very start, but after they 
scored two goals after two 
minutes, we ramped up the en-
ergy. Then we scored, I think… 
seven goals in a row, or some-
thing. So I think it’s good that 
we instead of getting frustrat-
ed, we stayed calm throughout 
the whole game. I think that 
was really important, even 
when we were scoring goals. 
You know, don’t get too ex-
cited, just stay calm, and just 
keep playing our own game.”

Important offensive and de-
fensive players on Saturday in-
cluded Hudgins and Arnold Su 
’20, who made 20 saves in his 
first full varsity game as goalie.

“Jacob definitely stepped 
up. I mean, it’s not like we 
hadn’t expected it. He did step 
up, and he kept on going, wres-
tling with the other guys and 
just destroying them. Arnold 
played well. He’s a goalie, this 
is his first full varsity game, he 
played the whole time.” said 
Osband.

Simpson said, “Jacob’s just a 
great guy to have in the pool. 
He’s so level-headed when he 
plays. He just maintains his at-
titude consistently throughout 
the game, which just helps ev-
eryone stay [focused].”

According to Simpson, the 
team needs to maintain a bal-
ance of focus and composure 
in its upcoming game against 
Loomis Chaffee, to which the 
team lost its first game of the 
season.

“We need to work on being 
focused and, at the same time, 
relaxing the first three or four 
minutes of the game. For the 
past two games, we’ve just 
been defensively not sound at 
all, and that’s just been killing 
us right off the bat. Tradition-
ally, we’re usually strong out of 
the gate, but that hasn’t been 
the trend as of late. So just 
being defensively responsible 
during the opening moments 
of the game is kind of what 
we want to work towards… 
We just want to stick to our 
game, not play someone else’s 
— don’t play down to another 
team,” said Simpson.

Andover will face Loomis at 
home this Saturday. 
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GIRLSVOLLEYBALL

Volleyball Secures 3-2 Win 
Over Choate, Beats Nobles

ANNA LIU

Andover Bounces Back 
to Defeat Choate 19-11

ABBY RYAN
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Nico Madrid ’20 scored one of Andover’s 19 goals against Choate.
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Outside Hitter Brooklyn Wirt ’21 (right) has been a member of the Volley-
ball team for two years.
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Sam Capobianco ’21 Brings Skill and Potential 
to Boys Cross Country

A new Lower from North 
Reading, Mass., Sam Capobi-
anco ’21 has been competing in 
5K runs since he was six years 
old and completed his first half 
marathon at age 12. He arrived 
at Andover already an accom-
plished runner, having qualified 
for the Junior Olympics Cross 
Country Championships in both 
2015 and 2016. In 2015, Capobi-
anco traveled to Albuquerque, N. 
Mex. to compete in the champi-
onships, where he placed in the 

top 50. Through just two meets 
so far in the young season, Capo-
bianco already sees improve-
ment in himself and the team.

Was cross country one of 
the main reasons you decided 
to come to Andover?

Yes, the cross country team 
is obviously very strong here, 
and the coach seemed really 
nice. I actually went to spectate 
one of their meets, and they 
seemed like a really good team. 
I thought it would be a really 
good fit for me. 

What are some of your per-
sonal goals for the season?

Personally, I would like 
to break 17 minutes on a 5K 
course. I ended off last season 
with 17:15, and I feel like [17] is 
a very accomplishable goal for 
me this season.

What about in the next 
couple of years?

In the next couple of years, 
I’d obviously want to become 
a better runner, and raise more 
to the top of the race with some 
of the fastest runners in the 

league. Hopefully, that means 
even breaking 16 in my Senior 
year, but we’ll find out.

What do you think your 
team can accomplish this sea-
son?

The team is obviously very 
strong, and we’re improv-
ing each meet. I think that we 
could accomplish maybe even 
league title if we put our best 
effort into it, and keep improv-
ing the way we are.

Do you feel like you’ve per-
sonally improved so far as 
this season has gone along?

Yes, I do think I’ve improved. 
I came off an injury over the 
summer, and I’ve just been 
working to get back to the point 
where I was at the end of last 
season. I’ve taken a minute off 
my time since the beginning of 
the season in early September.

Do you also feel that your 
team has improved so far this 
season?

I do think the team has im-
proved. We’ve only had two 
meets, but we placed fourth out 

of five at the Northfield Mount 
Hermon Invitational, but at 
Choate yesterday, we beat them 
by a sizable amount. I think we 
are improving a lot more and 
will still improve to beat other 
teams in the league.

Do you ever get really tired 
during a race, or just want to 
stop?

Yesterday at Choate, there 
was a big hill coming up to the 
water tower just before mile 
two. I was dying, and I thought 
I was just gonna walk, but Ja-
cob Buehler [’19] helped me get 
up the hill, we were both push-
ing each other. After we got up 
that hill, we absolutely crushed 
the second and third mile and 
finished out the race strong.

So is it your teammates 
that keep you going when you 
get really tired?

Yeah, my teammates are a 
real help, they’re very support-
ive, we all take turns taking 
leads, pushing each other and 
motivating each other during 
the race, and that all leads to a 
great team.

Did you compete on a cross 
country team prior to coming 
to Andover?

I did. My freshman year at 
North Reading High School, I 
ran cross country for them, and 
it was a lot of fun. I was actu-
ally the fastest runner on North 
Reading, and that was part of 
the reason I came here, for 
more competition and a better 
environment for me to run in 
and for me to grow as a runner.

How has cross country 
challenged you so far?

Cross country has chal-
lenged be both physically and 
mentally. Physically, I’m trying 
to break barriers, push myself 
to the limits, get under 17 min-
utes. Mentally, it’s obviously 
how far are you willing to go 
to break this time? How far are 
you willing to push yourself to 
break this time?

Editor’s Note: Jacob Buehler 
is a Sports Editor for The Phil-
lipian.

OSCAR BUNTING

Athlete of the Week

Head Coach Jeff Domina Projects a Love for Running

In his 19th year as a coach at 
Andover and eighth season as 
the Head Coach of Boys Cross 
Country, Jeff Domina contin

-

ues to be driven by his love for 
the sport.

“My favorite thing about the 
sport is running with a pack, 

out on the trails. I coach be-
cause I love to run and because 
it’s an honor to work with these 
guys,” wrote Coach Domina in 
an email to The Phillipian.

According to Captain Alex 
Fleury ’20, one of Coach Domi-
na’s most distinguishable qual-
ities is his commitment to the 
sport and his constant encour-
agement.

“My favorite thing about 
Coach Domina is his devotion 
to the sport. Every day, he’s al-
ways out there with us, excited 
to get going with the workout 
and to see us get stronger and 
more experienced. He always 
looks out for each and every 
one of us, making sure we are 
having the best season we can,” 
said Fleury.

Coach Domina emphasizes 
the importance of teamwork 
during both meets and prac-
tices, according to Fleury and 
Anthony Minickiello ’20.

Fleury said, “At practices 
and meets, he emphasizes the 
technique of working togeth-
er. We work in groups in both 
practices, and these translate 
over to success by running to-
gether and pushing one anoth-

er in meets.”
“He emphasizes staying to-

gether during races. The im-
portance of staying in a pack 
and not losing sight of each 
other [is] that in a pack, if run-
ners from the same team stay 
together, we can push each 
other and make each other run 
just a little bit faster, which is 
all we need to sometimes se-
cure that place that we need,” 
said Minickiello.

In addition to his belief 
in teamwork, Coach Domina 
highlights staying healthy and 
building a strong team bond, 
according to Ellerman Mateo 
’21.

Mateo said, “I would say [he 
emphasizes] teamwork and 
running together. Also being 
aware of your body and eat-
ing healthy, making the right 
choices and getting enough 
sleep. And just making friend-
ships with the guys on the 
team and meet together as one. 
Even though it’s technical-
ly an individual sport, you do 
need your team to help you out 
when you’re racing and you 
might feel a little down. You 
need to encourage your other 

teammates to finish.”
To prevent injury, Coach 

Domina helps his runners to 
acknowledge their physical 
limits, according to Minicki-
ello. 

Minickiello said, “Probably 
the biggest thing he’s taught 
me was when to start and stop 
doing dry land outside of prac-
tice… As the championship 
meet approaches, we’re sup-
posed to rest our muscles and 
get ready for the meet… I need 
to take a break sometimes, but 
Coach Domina gives me a pret-
ty good sense of how far in ad-
vance to stop doing extra dry 
land, so I can be perfectly ta-
pered for championships.” 

Coach Domina instills a 
passion for the sport into his 
runners through his own ded-
ication and enthusiasm, ac-
cording to Fleury.

“Coach Domina has taught 
me to be a dedicated and de-
voted runner. I would not have 
the work ethic I currently do, 
both inside and outside of 
Cross Country, if it weren’t for 
his constantly positive attitude 
and representation of a dedi-
cated runner,” said Fleury.

Coach Domina’s open line 
of communication with Fleury 
and the team aids in creating a 
successful team environment, 
according to Fleury.

Fleury said, “Being the cap-
tain of the team, Mr. Domina 
lets me know about things that 
are going on with the team. He 
trusts me to take care of things 
related to the team, and I let 
him know about things that I 
notice that should be worked 
on or things to take pride in.”

According to Coach Domi-
na, his goal is for every runner 
is to improve throughout the 
season.

Coach Domina wrote, “My 
philosophy is that every kid, 
from the training group right 
on through the varsity sev-
en, should develop happily 
and healthily as an individu-
al runner and as a contribut-
ing member of the team. The 
team’s goal for the season is 
to see every runner develop 
as described above and to hit 
its competitive peak at Inter-
schols.”

HANNAH ZHANG

Head Coach Feature
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Placing in the top 50 at the 2015  
Junior Olympic Championships, 
Capobianco has made an immedi-
ate impact on the team.
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Coach Domina is driven by his 
passion for the team nature of the 

Alex Fleury ’20 Leads with Down-To-Earth Attitude

Captain Alex Fleury ’20 has 
been an integral part of the 
Andover Boys Cross Country 
team since his Junior year. Now 
Team Captain, he strives to be a 
positive role model for all mem-
bers of the team and to set a mo-
tivational and welcoming team 
dynamic.

According to Fleury, he aims 
to reflect similar values of in-
clusion and dedication that past 
captains have exemplified.

“When I was a [Junior], the 
captain was Holden Ringer 
[’17], and then last year was Gi-
acomo Marino [’18], and both 
of these people were great cap-

tains. They welcomed me into 
the team really well both years. 
They were really big role mod-
els; they were very fast runners; 
very dedicated,” said Fleury.

He continued, “This work 
ethic that they exemplified 
when they were captains push-
es me to do the same as a cap-
tain, because I had a really good 
experience when I was the 
young student who wasn’t going 
into the team very experienced. 
For all the young students on 
the team now, I want to do the 
same for them because I know 
it worked out really well for me. 
These captains were great cap-
tains, and doing the same for 
the kids below me is repaying 
the favor that they’ve done.”

According to teammate Ri-
ley Gillis ’19, Fleury’s skill and 
kindness motivate his team-
mates.

Gillis wrote in an email to 
The Phillipian, “What makes 
Alex such a great captain is his 
incredibly impressive position 
on the team, as well as the clear 
hardwork and determination it 
took for him to occupy the top 
spot on the team in only his Up-
per year. He sets the standard 
for his many skilled Upper peers 
and those joining the boys cross 
country team for the first time. 
He is definitely the most down-
to-earth captain I have had in 
my three years on the team, 

which is great since I think this 
team can definitely benefit from 
his amazing sportsmanship and 
encouraging humility.”

In addition to cross country, 
Fleury runs indoor and outdoor 
track and has been a tri-varsity 
athlete since his Junior year. 
During the winter and spring 
of his Junior year, he attended 
New Balance Nationals for the 
Ninth Grade Mile and received 
the title of Freshman All-Amer-
ican. Fleury’s determination 
and ability to concentrate be-
fore races allow him to be suc-
cessful, according to teammate 
Anthony Minickiello ’20.

Minickiello said, “He’s a con-
centrated runner because he 
really gets in the zone before 
the race. At the start, he sepa-
rates himself and goes where 
he needs to be immediately. He 
doesn’t hold anything back at 
the start, not even a little bit. 
He’s willing to push himself, 
maybe even a little too hard in 
the beginning… That sort of 
concentration is what allowed 
him to get where he needed to 
be.”

Fleury’s encouragement of 
younger runners and overall 
humility allow him to motivate 
and connect with runners of all 
experiences and ages, accord-
ing to new team member Sam 
Capobianco ’21 and Minickiello.

“With the less experienced 

runners, Alex is obviously very 
welcoming and understanding 
of them. He tries to just make 
sure that they are trying their 
best, and that is all they can do. 
He makes sure they know they 
are contributing to the team. 
He’s a very good leader, and I 
think the less experienced run-
ners see that in him, that they 
are welcomed and that they are 
motivated by him. The stan-
dards he sets are very useful and 
not too high, but he obviously 
just wants us to do our best and 
not try to go out too fast. He just 
wants us to improve throughout 
the season,” said Capobianco.

Minickiello added, “I think 
he’s really good at leading the 
underclassmen. He’s not a Se-
nior, so he can relate more to the 
younger classmen than a Senior 
can. He’s good at talking with 
them about what they’re go-
ing through because he’s been 
there. He’s been here since [Ju-
nior] Year. He has a great sense 
of humor. He’s really funny and 
really fun to be around. He’s not 
dead serious all the team. He’s 
not a captain that holds him-
self as high and mighty over us. 
He treats himself as one of our 
own.”

According to Fleury, some 
of his team goals for the season 
include winning another New 
England Prep School Division 
I Cross Country Championship 

(Interschols) and making sure 
that every runner has fun and 
works hard.

“I hope that after this sea-
son, the people who do cross 
country walk out of the sport 
having a love for the sport and 
having had a successful season 
[and continue] practicing all 
the values that we cherish on 
this team, like respect, having a 
good time while we’re running, 
and at the same time, being fo-
cused and dedicated, which I 
hope translates to other things… 
I hope that everybody stays 
happy and healthy, works hard, 
has fun while they’re doing the 
sport,” said Fleury.

Fleury continued, “As for the 
team as a whole, I hope that 
we win Interschols, obviously 
— that’s the goal. We did it last 
season, and we were very strong 
last season. We’re very strong 
this season, and I think that we 
have a very good chance of tak-
ing home the title once again 
this year. It’s going to take a lot 
of work, and we have our work 
cut out for us, but [Head Coach 
Jeff Domina] is a great coach — 
he knows exactly how to sched-
ule the workouts for us. I think 
that he, in combination with all 
of dedication and focus mindset 
that I hope I can help this team 
thrive in, will lead us to a great 
Interschols race and, hopefully, 
a victory.”

ABBY RYAN

Captain Feature
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Receiving the title of  Freshman 
All-American for the mile, Fleury 
leads the team as an Upper.

BOYSCROSSCOUNTRY

sport. 
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Alisa Crueger-Cain ’20 Values Team Experience

Alisa Crueger-Cain ’20, a 
three-year Upper from Harvard, 
Mass., has amassed eight years 
of experience as a cross country 
runner. Since falling in love with 
the sport as soon as she began, 
Crueger-Cain has become an in-
tegral member of Andover Girls 
Cross Country. Crueger-Cain has 
impacted the team through her 
work ethic and skill as a runner, 
according to Head Coach Patrick 
Rielly and Captain Rhea Chan-
dran ’19.

In an email to The Phillipian, 

Rielly wrote, “[Crueger-Cain] is a 
phenomenal athlete and a fierce 
competitor. She never gives up — 
in workouts or in races — and she 
sets an example for what it means 
to be focused and strong.”

Chandran added in an email to 
The Phillipian, “[Crueger-Cain] 
is a fantastic member of GXC. 
Since her [Junior] year, she has al-
ways been so positive and happy 
to be at cross country practice. Al-
isa is also a dedicated athlete. She 
takes every workout seriously and 
strives to improve. She always 
cheers for the other girls during 
workouts and races.”

Crueger-Cain’s skill, work eth-
ic, and focus have earned her the 
accolade of The Phillipian’s Ath-
lete of the Week.

Has cross country always 
been a passion of yours?

I love running. It’s really fun. 
I started because my brothers 
went to this running camp. I re-
ally wanted to go, too, so I joined 
them, and I started doing it.

So you just started from the 
camp — you had no prior expe-
rience?

It was mostly just the team 
experience… When I was in el-
ementary school and middle 
school, I did this thing called the 

Junior Olympics. We had a team 
that went and there are multiple 
rounds: two rounds of regionals 
and then nationals. We all went 
as a team. Basically, cross coun-
try was associated with trav-
elling for me. We would travel 
places, so that was really fun.

Do you have any key cross 
country influences at or out-
side of Andover?

Michaela Jones [’18] influ-
enced me so much while I was 
here at Andover but also even 
before I came here. As I was 
running as a youth runner in el-
ementary and middle school in 
regional and national races like 
the Junior Olympics… Michaela 
was a runner from another youth 
team but still a runner from New 
England like me. She placed re-
ally well at Nationals, and it was 
always an inspiration to see a 
girl from my region placing so 
well in really competitive races. 
Once I came to Andover, she had 
an even bigger influence on me. 
Not only is she super fast, she is a 
great teammate and a really sup-
portive friend in and outside of 
[cross country].

How do you think you have 
improved over the course of 
your cross country career at 
Andover?

While here, although I have 
definitely improved physically 
and speed-wise, I think I have 
mostly become a better team-
mate. Before Andover, although 
I ran for a youth [cross country] 
team, I never really had a team to 
train with. Here, where the team 
is such an integral aspect of the 
sport, I have realized how much 
more enjoyable [cross country] 
can be. [Cross country], for me, is 
a form of stress relief, and having 
teammates to lean on and to lean 
on you is really special. Being on 
a team, I have learned to become 
more confident in my own abil-
ities and strengths so as to push 
others on my team up to build 
their own confidence. Every 
week we do this thing called Se-
cret Psych where we write a let-
ter to one of our teammates and 
put it in their mailbox to encour-
age them and get them psyched 
for the race the next day; I think 
this is one of the many traditions 
we have that make our team spe-
cial.

What are your personal and 
team goals for the season?

My personal goals for the sea-
son are to stay injury free and 
keep on getting stronger every 
day. I’m also hoping to set some 
personal records this season. 
I’m hoping as we train togeth-

er as a team this season that we 
can keep on pushing each other 
to stay tough. By the end of the 
season, I really hope our packs 
start becoming closer and clos-
er together timewise so we can 
have depth as a team. Deerfield 
was really tough competition for 
us last year, and if we keep up the 
hard work, I think we can beat 
them this year.

What do you usually do for 
training?

On a typical day, I would say 
we run around five or six miles. 
It depends on the day. We have 
workout days, long run days, 
easy days, and once a week we 
have an aqua jogging day. It re-
ally depends — we don’t do the 
same thing every day.

What are you most looking 
forward to this season?

[Deerfield] beat us last year, 
and they’re really strong. I’m 
hoping we can beat them. We 
have a really strong team, so we’ll 
see who’s stronger. We’ve been 
putting a lot of hard work in, and 
I think we have a good chance of 
doing well this year.

LUKE BOSHAR

Athlete of the Week

Patrick Rielly Strives to Continue Team Traditions

A former high school and 
college cross country and track 
runner, Head Coach Patrick 
Rielly has taken charge of An-
dover Girls Cross Country this 
season in place of former Head 
Coach Rebecca Hession, who 
is on sabbatical this year.

Coach Rielly began running 
to help improve his basketball 
skills, but says he soon began 
to prefer it over the sport he 
had been training for.

Coach Rielly wrote in an 
email to The Phillipian, “I first 
joined my high school track 

team to stay in shape for bas-
ketball but quickly found that I 
liked running in circles better 
than running inside squares. 
Circles aren’t nearly as sharp.”

In his first year as Head 
Coach, Coach Rielly says he 
is determined to help each 
member of the team run faster, 
regardless of her prior experi-
ence with the sport. 

“My favorite thing about 
cross country is that we get 
runners of all experience lev-
els on the same team, aiming 
for the same goal: to get fast-
er. From the runners who have 
years of competitive experi-
ence to those who are running 
for the first time, everyone 
is competing on the same 5K 
course. It’s a wonderful collec-
tive project,” said Coach Rielly.

According to Brooke Sand-
ers ’19, Posie Millett ’20, and 
Captain Rhea Chandran ’19, 
Coach Rielly has adapted well 
to the team so far, despite it be-
ing his first year coaching An-
dover Girls Cross Country.

Sanders said, “He’s made a 
really smooth transition be-
cause he’s kind of keeping 
some of the same traditions 
and things that we did last year 
but also bringing his own indi-
vidual things. His showing of 
how committed he is to us and 
to the team has made everyone 
really like him, and he’s been a 

really good fit for the team.”
“Coach Rielly is new this 

year to the girls team… But, 
you can hardly tell because 
he’s really integrated into the 
team really well and is con-
stantly showing support and 
letting us know what’s going 
on, and is very clear with our 
workouts and that what we’re 
doing is really for the best of 
our benefit,” said Millett.

According to Coach Rielly, 
he hopes to retain the tradi-
tions and positive culture of 
the team while building on its 
successful history.

“I feel so lucky to be coach-
ing GXC this season. The team 
is legendary in New England 
for its competitive success and 
its strong, supportive culture. I 
see my job as trying to preserve 
the things that make Andover 
Girls Cross Country an un-
forgettable experience,” said 
Coach Rielly.

Mariam Elkheshen ’21, 
Sanders, and Millett say Coach 
Rielly focuses on every mem-
ber of the team and their indi-
vidual needs.

Elkheshen said, “[Coach Ri-
elly is] pretty understanding 
whenever someone’s pretty 
tired. He’s just like, ‘Take a day 
off and cross train.’ He runs 
with us, so he kind of moti-
vates us to run and go harder 
and push it.”

Sanders said, “I would just 
say [my favorite thing about 
him is] how much he cares 
about the team and how much 
he cares about us individual-
ly… Especially in preseason, he 
was showing us scholarly arti-
cles and things that he has read 
to figure out how to best struc-
ture the workouts. He’s always 
checking in with us individu-
ally about how each workout 
and meet went. How much he 
cares really motivates us all to 
do better and to commit to the 
team like he does.”

Two things that Coach Riel-
ly stresses the most are staying 
healthy and working hard, ac-
cording to Sanders and Millett.

Sanders said, “He always 
emphasizes [that we] ‘opt into 
the challenge.’ He also makes 
sure we’re the sleep team… 
Our three things that we’re 
focusing on are communi-
ty, strength, and efficiency as 
kind of his three goals. He’s 
done a pretty good job with 
them. I think we’ve had a real-
ly good team atmosphere. And 
our workouts are pushing us to 
be stronger both mentally and 
physically.”

Millet said, “He really puts 
a value on being healthy and 
keeping yourself to your high-
est standards like sleep and 
nutrition and all of that stuff 
and not pushing yourself. I 

was injured for a week and a 
half towards the beginning of 
the season, and he really made 
sure that I was keeping off my 
shins, doing what was healthi-
est for me and not just pushing 
myself past my boundaries. He 
really makes sure that every-
one is the healthiest self that 
they can be.”

Coach Rielly has also been 
in communication with Chan-
dran, and the two have collab-
orated in their goal of main-
taining the team’s strength, 
according to Chandran.

Chandran wrote, “As a Cap-
tain, Coach Rielly is really easy 
to talk to. He is always asking 
about what I think about the 
team dynamic and how things 
are going which is great. We 
definitely work together when 
it comes to keeping traditions 
alive.”

According to Coach Rielly, 
he hopes the team continues 
improving throughout the sea-
son.

“Our goal is to get a little bit 
stronger every day. If we do 
that, we can compete to our 
best ability every meet,” wrote 
Coach Rielly.

HANNAH ZHANG

Head Coach Feature

M.LEVY/THEPHILLIPIAN

Influenced by Michaela Jones ’18, 
Crueger-Cain strives to emulate 
her work ethic and positive atti-
tude. 

A.BHAT/THEPHILLIPIAN
In his first year as Head Coach, 
Rielly fosters  a strong community 
environment.

Rhea Chandran ’19 Inspires Teammates with Enduring Positivity 

Andover Girls Cross Country 
Captain Rhea Chandran ’19 be-
gan running in the sixth grade 
on her middle school team in 
Geneva, Ill. Although she ini-
tially debated whether to con-
tinue cross country at Andover, 
Chandran found a lasting home 
with the team her Junior year. 

Chandran said, “I was real-
ly nervous about doing cross 
country at Andover just because 
my middle school experience 
wasn’t that great — it wasn’t the 

best program. So I was really 
nervous that it would be intense 
in high school and there would 
be cuts. I actually talked to my 
brother [Anjunae Chandran ’18] 
and he told me that there were 
no cuts, so I came to practice 
the first day and all the girls 
were so nice. I just decided the 
girls cross country team would 
be a great place for me.”

According to Chandran, her 
love for the sport comes from 
the feeling of running as well as 
the team mentality and oppor-
tunity to meet new people.

“I love the runner’s high you 
get just from running in gener-
al, but what I really love about 
running is running with the 
girls cross country team be-
cause we’re all so supportive of 
each other. If one of us is having 
a hard day, we all lift each oth-
er up. And then we have such a 
great team environment, espe-
cially on runs — you often run 
with new teammates, and it’s 
just a great way to meet new 
people,” said Chandran.

Chandran’s welcoming and 
inclusive attitude make her a 
strong leader and role model 
for her teammates, according to 
Head Coach Patrick Rielly and 
Molly MacQueen ’21.

In an email to The Phillipian, 

Rielly wrote, “Rhea is the all-
around leader of [Girls Cross 
Country]. She does it all: leads 
the team during practices, or-
ganizes team bonding, and sets 
the example of what it means to 
be a strong cross country run-
ner. Rhea’s leadership inspires 
her teammates and her coach-
es. She’s invested in building 
community within the team by 
including all the new runners 
in the traditions that have made 
the girls cross country program 
so successful.”

MacQueen said, “Rhea is a 
very natural leader, and I think 
she is very special because she 
has the ability to lead the team 
as a whole, but she is also real-
ly great about creating one-on-
one relationships between her 
and members of the team. Giv-
en the huge size of Girls Cross 
Country, this is really important 
trait for a Captain. She supports 
and upholds the traditions of 
the team brilliantly, and I think 
[she] is doing a really good job 
welcoming new members of the 
team and introducing them to 
the culture of the the team as 
well as trying to come up with 
new and fun ideas.”

As Captain, Chandran says 
she hopes to instill confidence 
in the team, especially in many 

of the newer runners.
Chandran said, “I hope to 

make everyone feel included 
and confident, and like they be-
long on the team, especially the 
[Juniors] because I know how 
scary it can be to be on a team 
with a bunch of older girls.”

Carmel Fitzgibbon ’22, one 
of the team’s newest members 
said, “As a new Junior, every-
thing was super new. I was 
nervous about homework, mak-
ing new friends, and grades. I 
wasn’t sure how the new team 
was going to work, but the first 
day, Rhea was super happy and 
bubbly, and she immediately 
made me look forward to prac-
tice every day. She is a good 
friend to everyone, and I am 
super proud that she is my Cap-
tain.”

According to Lindsay Rosen-
berg ’19 and Posie Millett ’20, 
one of Chandran’s distinguish-
ing qualities as a Captain are 
her positive energy and ability 
to inspire.

Rosenberg said, “She’s a very 
energetic Captain, which is a 
really great quality for such a 
big group of girls. She’s an abso-
lute sweetheart, and she’s just 
a lot of fun to be around. She 
takes everything and makes it 
a lot more positive, so it’s really 

great for workouts — she’s al-
ways there to pump us up.”

Millet added, “Rhea brings 
such a large sense of joy and 
fun to cross country. It can be 
difficult when it’s pouring rain 
or really cold and we have to 
go out for a workout, but Rhea 
is always there to cheer us on 
and play music and make Cross 
Country a part of my day that I 
really look forward to. Her un-
wavering enthusiasm [and] en-
couragement before practices 
every day and her clear com-
mitment to the team [are some] 
of the things that make Girls 
Cross Country such a wonder-
ful team to be a part of.” 

Looking ahead, Chandran 
says she is enthusiastic about 
the competition to come. 

“I’m really excited for our 
home races because there’s a lot 
of good energy and there’s a lot 
of runners that we have running 
at those home races. Then, I’m 
so excited for [Andover/Exeter 
Weekend]. I love to race against 
[Phillips Exeter Academy] be-
cause they’re a good strong 
competitive team, so hopefully 
we’ll win. I’m also really excited 
for Interschols this year. Again, 
it’s going to be competitive, but 
hopefully it’ll turn out well,” 
said Chandran.

LILLIE COOPER

Captain Feature
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Initially unsure on whether to run 
at Andover, Chandran brings high 
enegry and positivity as captain.
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Latinx Arts Weekend 
Invites Students into 

Latinx Culture through 
Mural Painting and Dance

Emotion, Expression, and Opportunity 
in Music for Somin Virmani ’22

Art 600 Students Manipulate Light and Space in the Sanctuary

Bike wheels strung across high 
ropes with long flowing sheets of 
fabric, red clay hearts encaged in 
plastic boxes, body casts strung 
around trees, and more stand in 
the heart of Cochran Bird Sanc-
tuary. Projects scattered along the 
path are each paired with a short 
description of the piece and are 
arranged to interact with their 
surroundings, either playing with 
light or manipulating the lush fo-
liage. 

Last Sunday, students of Art-
600 Advanced Studio Art taught 

by Therese Zemlin, Chair and In-
structor in Art, showcased their 
Temporary Art Installation proj-
ects in the Sanctuary. The opening 
was a culmination of their work 
up to this point in the term. The 
artists began with an initial re-
search question and a prompt as 
guidelines but were able to take 
their projects in almost any direc-
tion.

“This is one of three Art-600 
shows, and this first one is Tem-
porary Art Installations out in 
the Sanctuary. Each student is 
creating an installation, and it’s 
the same assignment I have used 
for a number of years. I get a dif-
ferent group of students and the 

students, they come from differ-
ent experiences and backgrounds 
and so each year, the students do 
something completely different 
with it,” said Zemlin.

The nature of the projects re-
volves heavily around space, not 
only that it was a challenge and 
obstacle for the artists to have to 
work around, but also that the 
spatial setting of the Sanctuary 
added to the pieces’ messages, 
whether intentionally or not.

“The thing that I like about 
the Sanctuary is that it is its own 
space, it’s away from the architec-
ture of the campus. You need to 
make an effort to go walk out to 
the Sanctuary, it’s not something 
that you walk by everyday, so in 
a way, the pieces are more secure 
out there, and allows the students 
to have ideas that are going to be 
less influenced by the architecture 
of the campus. I think there’s the 
built in duality of making some-
thing and then putting it out in 
that somewhat natural environ-
ment,” said Zemlin.

Tristan Latham’s ’19 piece, 
“Life’s Rims,” consists of three 
bicycle wheels strung across the 
trees on a high rope. The piece 
was intended to immerse the 
viewer within the piece and also 
represent three different aspects 
of life: abundance, decay, and 
death.

 “It was a parallel to the sur-
rounding woods and the circle of 
life. The fact that the installation 
was in the Sanctuary was integral 
to our projects, we all tried to take 
inspiration from the Sanctuary or 

use our work to show it in a new 
light,” wrote Latham in an email 
to The Phillipian.

The exhibit also features art-
work by Julie Kim ’19. The piece 
consisted of iridescent strips of 
cellophane material hung be-
tween two trees. Kim’s idea was 
to evoke the image of a window 
that would connect the artificial 
world of her art with its natural 
surroundings.

“The theme behind it was 
about nature and have all the 
people value the Sanctuary as a 
place for rest and peace, but what 
we don’t really realize is that the 
natural element of the Sanctuary 
is artificial. It’s human crafted, 
physically and conceptually, and 
so I wanted my work to be a de-
vice that gave the viewer a differ-
ent perspective to see the nature,” 
said Kim.

Though the main focus of this 

annual installation is the manipu-
lation of space and surroundings, 
the diversity of students, ideas, 
and classes each year provides for 
new and unique sculptures.

“Part of it is just the dynamic of 
each group is different from year 
to year. Generally, it’s the class 
bonding that takes place because 
they spend a lot of time togeth-
er. In terms of a dynamic on how 
this year’s class is different from 
last year’s class, I can’t really put 
my finger on it, and I’m not sure 
that I want to. I feel like the class 
is still evolving and the dynamic is 
still kind of forming so I wouldn’t 
want to say anything that would 
get in the way of that, so that it 
happens organically,” said Zemlin.

Editor’s Note: Anna Lang ’19 is 
a Managing Editor for The Phil-
lipian.

IRENE KWON &
ALEX PARK

With Somin Virmani ’22 and 
the rest of the Boston Symphony 
Children’s Chorus harmonizing, 
Tony Award-winning singer Al-
fie Boe belted out the lyrics to 
Queen’s “We Are the Champi-
ons.” After the concert, Virmani 
snapped a photo with Boe that 
was published in an online article 
for the “Andover Townsman.”

Virmani is one of the latest ad-
ditions to Andover’s Music De-
partment as a pianist, flutist, and 
singer. After beginning with the 
piano at the age of five, Virmani 
then took on the flute, which has 
become his main area of expertise.

“The piano provided an excel-
lent base onto which I expanded 
my musicality. Around the sum-
mer after second grade, I picked 
up the flute. My longtime fam-
ily friend… [inspired] me; I was 
so excited to play the flute that I 
took off running and never looked 
back,” said Virmani in an email to 
The Phillipian.

Virmani’s career as a flutist and 
pianist has flourished, and he has 
since performed alongside world-
class conductors and musicians in 
famous venues. In May 2018, he 
performed a piano solo with the 
Jr. Massachusetts Youth Wind 
Ensemble under Grammy Award 
winner Jared Cassedy in Jordan 
Hall. Virmani has also performed 
in Symphony Hall and under Bos-
ton Symphony Pops Conductor 
Keith Lockhart and Andris Nel-
sons, music director of the Boston 
Symphony Orchestra. 

“I think the most amazing thing 
[about music] is the places it’s tak-
en me and the opportunities that 
have arisen from my playing. I’ve 
[been] brought on stages where 
you don’t know the people you’re 
playing for in a place that you’ve 
never been before, and [despite 
that,] everyone still wants you to 
succeed. It’s overwhelming but in 
a good sense,” said Virmani.

In addition to playing solos, 
Virmani says he appreciates the 
opportunity to play music in en-
sembles and chamber groups. In 
addition to playing in Andover’s 
Concert Band, Academy Sym-
phony Orchestra, and a chamber 
ensemble, Virmani plays music 
off-campus through organiza-
tions such as the Handel and Ha-
dyn Society (H+H) High School 
Soloist Program in conjunction 
with the New England Conserva-
tory of Music (N.E.C). In the past, 
Virmani has also played with NEC 
and the Northeast Massachusetts 
Youth Orchestras (N.M.Y.O). He 
has held prestigious positions in 
N..M.Y.O, such as the first chair in 
the Intermezzo Orchestra, as well 
as a spot in the Select Flute Choir. 

“When you’re playing with a 
group of people, you have to learn 
to work together with people, not 

only in that cliché sense but also to 
understand that your sound, even 
though it may not be the solo part, 
has an impact on the overall sense 
that the music gives,” said Virma-
ni.

In addition to playing flute 
and piano, Virmani also sings. His 
singing career began in fourth 
grade when he joined an elite 
choral group, the South Side Sing-
ers, with whom he performed at a 
benefit concert for the survivors 
of the Boston Marathon bomb-
ings. After participating in musi-
cals and chorus in middle school, 
Virmani found H+H and joined 
their Youth Chorus and Concert 
Choir as well as the Boston Sym-
phony Children’s Chorus.

“Now, I am a high-school so-
loist in N.E.C., H+H’s joint so-
loist program, and participate 
in H+H’s Young Men’s Chorus. 
Recently, I had a workshop with 
Harry Christophers, a world-class 
Baroque- and Renaissance-era 
conductor, as well as some pro-
fessional singers. To hear each 
singer share their journey made 
for a very special moment; it’s 
moments like these that not only 
better my musicianship, but [help] 
me understand why I love music,” 
wrote Virmani in an email to The 
Phillipian. 

Virmani says music helps him 
express his feelings, intimate 
thoughts, and ideas that he is un-
able to convey otherwise. Ideas 
such as romance and beauty are 
key elements behind all of the 
pieces he works on.

“[Music] makes you a person 
that is able to feel or at least show 
more emotion, because through 
music you have to express your-
self to give a better effect… [and] 
you become more expressive as 
a whole… I think it’s in the eye of 
the beholder what emotions you 
see in a piece, but if you see some 
certain emotions like [romance]... 
you sway to the music or overall 
crescendos and diminuendos to 
show those,” said Virmani.

Virmani’s appreciation for mu-
sic as an art form developed from 
the opportunities he received and 
the people he has met on his musi-
cal journey. According to Virmani, 
he plans on furthering his musical 
career at Andover.

“Here at Andover, it’s amazing 
because there are so many musi-
cal opportunities. The music fac-
ulty here [excel] in their field, so 
you’re really able to progress. I’m 
planning to stay really involved in 
musical groups and clubs, maybe 
make some. I think it’ll come nat-
urally because it’s such a welcom-
ing environment,” said Virmani.

Virmani will perform Mozart’s 
“Requiem” this December under 
British conductor Harry Chris-
tophers in Symphony Hall.

ALEX PARK

Ribbons bearing the colors of 
various Latinx countries’ flags 
stream out of a large pink-and-
purple heart in the center of a 
spray-painted mural. As the day 
went on, students added their 
own flair to the artwork. This 
mural, created outside the Under-
wood Room last Sunday during 
Latinx Arts Weekend, was hosted 
by the art organization Elevated 
Thoughts, located in Lawrence.

Wilfred Ascot, the Elevated 
Thoughts artist on site, said, “The 
whole purpose of this event is 
to give people a greater sense of 
empathy towards other ethnic 
backgrounds, and art is a great 
medium for doing so. Communi-
ty empowerment is our goal, and 
[it] is powerful. Imagine the entire 
community interacting together.”

Latinx Arts Weekend took 
place this past weekend, and con-
sisted of a series of four events 
from Friday to Sunday. Alianza 
Latina, an affinity group for mem-
bers of the Latinx community, or-
ganized the events with the inten-
tion of celebrating Latinx culture. 

“We’re just trying to share our 
culture and spread awareness. We 
want our Latinx students to feel 
represented and feel like they be-
long on this campus. We want all 
of campus to try our dances, hear 
our music, taste our food, and hear 
our stories. We want them to just 
be open to these new things, have 
a good time, and enjoy themselves 
alongside us.” said Emily Ortiz ’19, 
co-head of Alianza Latina. 

Besides the events over the 
weekend, Alianza Latina also in-
vited this week’s All-School Meet-
ing (ASM) speaker Lorella Praeli 
to campus. The club hoped that 
her talk would spark conversa-
tions surrounding immigration 
and ability. 

“One of our previous board 
members heard [Praeli] talk at a 
conference and thought the com-
munity would benefit from hear-
ing her story… As a DREAMer 
herself, Lorella Praeli would bring 

an important, and often mystified, 
perspective to campus. Students 
have also acknowledged numer-
ous times the lack of visibility re-
garding ability on campus, so we 
were hoping she could speak on 
that as well,” said Ortiz. 

Salsa Night, Elevated 
Thoughts, a potluck, and a perfor-
mance by Grupo Fantasia, a band 
that specializes in music from 
Caribbean and Latin America, 
allowed students to experience 
various aspects of Latinx culture. 
Grupo Fantasia held their perfor-
mance in Underwood on Sunday 
and encouraged students to dance 
along to their music.

Ashley Alvarez ’20, a board 
member of Alianza Latina, said “I 
think [the Grupo Fantasia Perfor-
mance] bonded people together — 
people who don’t even know how 
to dance. [For] some of the dances 
like salsa or bachata or merengue, 
everyone was willing to teach, so 
teaching part of our culture is a 
huge part to why we did it.”

Salsa Night took place in Su-
sie’s on Friday night and featured 
two instructors. 

“It was really difficult, but it 
was actually so much fun because 
it was a really comfortable and in-
viting environment… a fun experi-
ence to have with friends and ap-
preciate something that we’re not 
that used to together. I think some 
people enjoying a culture that’s 
different from [their own] brings 
a type of diversity to campus that 
is sometimes missing,” said Stella 
Kotzabasakis ’19. 

Latinx Weekend also meant 
that Latinx students at Andover 
could reconnect with their heri-
tage and feel a little more at home 
this past weekend. 

“My parents are from Colom-
bia, and here, we can’t enjoy au-
thentic food and other aspects of 
Latinx culture, so it’s really nice to 
gather together,” said Laura Ospi-
na ’22. 

Will Harmon ’22 added, “We 
can’t appreciate our roots and an-
cestry these days, this event helps 
people to do just that.”

RALPH LAM

R.PREM/THE PHILLIPIAN
Somin Virmani ’22 took up the 
flute after his family friend             
inspired him.

M.LEVY/THE PHILLIPIAN
Art 600 students took advantage of Cochran Bird Sanctuary to experiment 
with space and light in their sculptures.

R.PREM/THE PHILLIPIAN
Somin Virmani ’22 has been involved in choirs, ensembles, and orchestras 
since elementary school and will continue his musical career at Andover.

M.LEVY/THE PHILLIPIAN
The piece pictured above, created by Anna Lang ’19, worked with the 
natural lighting of the Cochran Sanctuary to emulate positive and negative 
space.

A.BHAT/THE PHILLIPIAN
The mural painting event allowed the Andover community to come 
together and express themselves with art.
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Addie Allen ’21 pairs her fa-
vorite black off-shoulder sweater 
with an A-line denim skirt and 
black high-heeled boots. For ac-
cessories, Allen slips on slim silver 
rings and her signature necklace: 
her grandmother’s ring on a silver 
chain.

“It’s my grandmother’s wed-
ding ring. My dad had worn it ev-
eryday since she died, but when I 
came to Andover he passed it onto 
me, so now I do the same,” said 
Allen.

Although her style is a combi-

nation of many of popular styles, 
Allen adds her own touch with 
sentimental or personal acces-
sories. In addition to her grand-
mother’s ring, Allen’s favorite 
item is her customized Converse 
sneakers. 

“The Converse: I did it online 
on the website [because] I want-
ed something that felt less like 
a mass-made product and a bit 
more like mine. Around the edge, 
it says ‘love what you do’ because 
that’s what I want out of life — to 
love where I am and who I am,” 
said Allen.

Every day, Allen picks out her 
outfits to showcase the nuances 
of her character. Taking inspira-
tion from a multitude of different 
styles, Allen reveals her distinct 
personality and mood in each out-
fit.

“I try to dress in a lot of differ-
ent ways because I think the styles 
that you incorporate show dif-
ferent layers of your personality. 
There could be one day where I’m 
in an athleisure-type look. The 
next, I could be going full formal, 
just because that’s the way I’m 
feeling that day,” said Allen.

Hoben Chargualaf ’21, Allen’s 
friend, says that Allen’s style con-
veys her outgoing and confident 
personality.

Chargualaf said, “I feel like Ad-
die comes off as a very confident 
person, mostly because she enjoys 

dressing for herself rather than 
dressing to please other people. 
Her style isn’t necessarily some-
thing that’s hers, per se. She likes 
to pull from many other people. It 
definitely reflects her personality 
and her confidence in herself.”

According to Chargualaf, the 
confidence that Allen emanates 
through her styling choices in-
fects those around her, inspiring 
them to become more bold.

“I feel like seeing Addie be 
comfortable in her clothes makes 
me want to show up in a way that 
I want to show up, and not trying 
to follow a trend,” Chargualaf said.

Allen says, however, that her 
style has not always been distinc-
tive. But as she has grown, her 
style has become more adaptable 
and diverse.

“When I was young, I thought 
that the only way one should dress 
was to wear those little Gap out-
fits: head to toe very matched, 
very preppy. I had to have my 
matching headband and ballet 
flats and a skirt and blouse… Re-
cently, I’ve been trying to branch 
out,” said Allen.  

While her style is evidently 
flexible, one thing that has re-
mained constant is the inspiration 
Allen finds in her mom.

“Something she always told me 
was that I should be dressing for 
me and how I feel most comfort-
able, not worrying about how oth-

er people are going to think of it 
or what people tell me I should be 
wearing,” said Allen. “She always 
told me to keep it classy, which I 
feel like is a good thing.”

Allen hopes to use her style of 
variety to inspire others to wear 
what they want to and not to con-
form to a trend or a style. 

“The biggest thing for me when 
I’m thinking about fashion, in 
general, is that you shouldn’t put 
yourself in a box. There’s also this 
pressure to say, ‘You have to find 
your signature style, your signa-
ture look,’ and I don’t think that’s 
the way it has to be. I think you 
can, every day, look like a com-
pletely different person, have a 
completely different view. That’s 
the message I like to try and send,” 
said Allen.

Look of the Week: 
Addie Allen ’21 Combines Mainstream Styles with Personal Pieces

ALANA YANG

M.SURI/THE PHILLIPIAN

Allen’s ring necklace adds a senti-
mental touch to her style.

M.SURI/THE PHILLIPIAN
Addie Allen ’21 takes inspiration 
from her mom for her style. 

Behind the Scenes of Grasshopper 2018: The Tech Team

M.SURI/THE PHILLIPIAN
Allen’s customized Converse reflect her personal values and identity.

Despite the time commitment, Carley Kukk ’19 takes 
pleasure in organizing the rehearsals just to see it all 
come together. 

“Our most busy day was when we held auditions: from 
10:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m., [we debated] on who should get 
in. I think that was the hardest part, because everyone 
who auditioned was so incredible. It’s been so much 
fun working with the other producers, because every-
one has something super awesome to offer.”

Having worked as a Grasshopper stagehand the past 
two years, Tilghman is also the Assistant Stage Manager 
this year and is responsible for calling the different acts 
when it is their time to perform. 

“We’ve been here for about three hours every night: 
stage-handing, doing lighting, all of that jazz. It’s actu-
ally been a lot easier than Grasshoppers in the past; it 
feels like things have been coming together more quick-
ly, and all things considered, this is a pretty lit show.”

Carley Kukk ’19: 
Stage Manager and Producer

Staff Report
Photos by David Zhu, Mac Callahan, and Shahinda Bahnasy

Lesley Tilghman ’19: 
Assistant Stage Manager, Stage Hand

Egler is in charge of managing the lights that distin-
guish between the “good” and “evil” in this year’s 
theme. The acts generally utilize blue to symbolize 
good and red to symbolize evil. 

“This is my fourth year doing tech for Grasshopper. 
While the week leading up to the show can be really 
chaotic, the first time we run through the whole show 
and everything finally clicks is always my favorite 
moment.”

Seymour, who is in charge of the sound board this year, 
has gotten to work with the student tech crew behind 
the scenes.

“I have particularly enjoyed working with the tech 
crew because they are such a dedicated group. It is re-
ally impressive how well the crew works as a team and 
how professional they are when working backstage.”

Celia Egler ’19: 
Light Board Operator

Bradford Seymour, Instructor 
and Technical Director in 
Theatre and Dance:
Sound Board Operator

Given the task of handling the spotlights, Anna Liu ’21 
sits patiently on the highest balcony in Tang Theatre, 
waiting for her cue. 

“We usually spend about three to four hours here in 
Tang, so it’s a time commitment. If you aren’t managing 
your time, it gets difficult, but other than that it’s really 
fun, so it’s worth it.”

As a Junior interested in lighting, Rogers decided to 
join the Grasshopper tech after being encouraged 
by his friend.

“I thought it would be an interesting thing to do. 
It hasn’t been too much of a time commitment; it’s 
really low-stress, just a fun thing to do,” said Rogers.

Anna Liu ’21:
Spotlight Operator Wyatt Rogers ’22:

Spotlight Operator

Sasha Carnes ’19 has been working on the Grasshop-
per tech team for her entire tenure at Andover. Even 
though she is experiencing Grasshopper for the fourth 
time, she still finds the acts fantastic and fun to watch.

“This year’s Grasshopper has been running much more 
smoothly than in the past. Between everyone involved 
with tech, we’ve worked a collective 20 times on the 
show, so there’s a lot of experience driving the efficien-
cy.”

Sasha Carnes ’19: 
Stage Hand

Although he has not been involved with Grasshopper 
in the past, Ringel brings four years of tech experience 
and finds a sense of self in his work with other tech 
team members. 
“I love teching; though I know it is cliché, every single 
technician which I have interacted with makes the 
experience infinitely better. This year’s theme ‘Good 
versus Evil’ has [led] all of the performing groups to 
make interesting choices from a technical perspective 
as well as a theatrical perspective.”

Wang describes the responsibilities of a stage hand as 
moving props both on and off stage and operating the 
curtains. Moving away from the backstage, she and the 
Senior stagehands have organized a musical perfor-
mance celebrating their last year working together for 
Grasshopper.

“We’re excited [for the performance], although... all 
of us have major stage fright, so I don’t know how it’s 
going to go when we’re playing to an audience.”

Myles Ringel ’21:
Stage Hand

Katharine Wang ’19:
Stage Hand

As an experienced member of the tech team, Suraj has 
become familiar with the responsibilities of a stage-
hand. Still, challenges present themselves every year.

“[Some of the stagehands] need to move heavy objects 
quickly, without making noise and in the dark. Also, 
there are a ton of cues. I love tech and the people in it. 
I’ve been doing it since [Junior] Year. Although it might 
be a big time commitment, the end result is worth it.”

Hosshini Suraj ’19:
Stage Hands



With a large boom of the 
bass drums, Sam Katz ’19 stag-
gers away from Gwen Empie 
’21, who towers over him with 
her cymbals in hand. Every 
bass vibration and clap of the 
cymbals push Katz further to 
the side of the stage as Emp-
ie walks menacingly towards 
him, respectively represent-
ing the “good” and “evil” 
of Drumline. The two duel 
throughout the performance 
as the drums play.

“The most fun part… was 
a lot of the playing with 
the cymbals, honestly… The 
whole concept of it was a 
battle, but our cymbalists are 
very enthusiastic this year, so 
we tried to make it as physical 
as possible. They’re not shy at 
all, so they [have] a lot of in-
teraction,” said Drumline co-
head Rachna Lewis ’19.

The show begins with Em-
ily Huang ’21 performing a 
rendition of Claude Debussy’s 
“La Danse de Puck.” The 
piece’s light, fluttering 
rhythms, and chords reflect 
the trickster character Puck 
from Shakespeare’s “A Mid-
summer Night’s Dream.”  

“Once I found this piece, 
it was really just trying to 
get the feel of it because it’s 
a hard song to play right. You 
can play the notes, but it’s 
hard to get the mischievous, 

evil blend. [I’ve been] prac-
ticing over and over again to 
get the right emotions… I’ve 
performed in a lot of shows 
at my old school, so I wanted 
to get more involved in per-
forming at Andover. Even be-
ing able [to experience] being 
in Grasshopper is a big deal,” 
said Huang.

Against a bright red back-
drop, Blue Strut dances to 
“Cell Block Tango” from the 
musical “Chicago.” The per-
formance features a large grey 
jail cell made of wood and 
PVC pipe. The dancers twirl 
around the bars, occasionally 
reaching out to the audience 
from their places “trapped” in 
the jail cell.

“My dad made us a jail cell 
out of wood and PVC pipe, so 
that was a bit of a process get-
ting together. I think another 
challenge was that Strut is 
used to doing more technical 
routines, and this is a very 
musical theater-y perfor-
mance. There’s a lot of acting 
and not as much dancing, so 
that was a bit of a challenge, 
too,” said Emerson Judson 
’20, Co-Head of Blue Strut.

Using red and rainbow poi 
lights, Photon lights up the 
stage with glowing halos in 
their creative approach to this 
year’s theme. Poi, also known 
as light-stringing, involves a 
plastic bulb of light attached 
to the end of a string. Per-
formers typically fling around 
two strings rhythmically to 

form patterns in the air.
“We’re doing a glow-in-

the-dark or object-manip-
ulation performance to our 
own original remix of a few 
songs that we found that re-
ally suited the ‘Good-versus-
Evil’ theme. We strictly deal 
in E.D.M. music because it’s 

a tradition of glow-string-
ing. You see [glow-stringing] 
in a lot of raves or clubs, and 
that’s usually where house or 
E.D.M. music is playing, so we 
do mostly that,” said Michelle 
Zhao ’19, a Co-Head of Pho-
ton.

Azure’s mashup of Stevie 
Wonder’s “Superstition” and 
“Isn’t She Lovely” follows 
Photon’s performance. As 
the group steps onstage, their 
high heels casting a sharp sil-
houette on the red backdrop, 
the group begins singing a 
slow, muted beat and melody 
for their rendition of “Super-
stition.” As their performance 
progresses, the red backdrop 
slowly morphs into blue, and 
the group jumps into an up-
beat harmony with “Isn’t She 
Lovely.”

“I think in choosing Ste-
vie Wonder, we were really 
trying to cater more towards 
families and, obviously, a lot 
of the parents are going to be 
familiar with a Stevie Wonder 
song. I think when the kids’ 
parents are singing along to 
the song and are excited… 
and maybe even played their 
songs for their children, I 
think it’s definitely more in-
clusive than performing a 
more modern song that only 
the students would know,” 
said Alexa Leach ’19, Co-Head 
of Azure.

All of the performers have 

attended hours of tech re-
hearsals along with the Pro-
ducers, who constantly offer 
feedback for the performers 
to perfect the show.

“We [as Producers] have 
a more complete view of the 
show. In some ways, it may 
be kind of cynical because, as 
much as I love the rehearsals, 
I have to look at them through 
more of a critical lens, of what 
is wrong with this act rather 
than what is awesome about 
this act,” said Katz, a Produce, 
as well as a member of Drum-
line.

According to Producer and 
stage manager Carley Kukk 
’19, Grasshopper is an oppor-
tunity for students to collab-
orate, either by showcasing 
their many talents or by sup-
porting their friends per-
forming onstage.

Kukk said, “My favorite 
part is watching how talented 
everyone is because it’s really 
crazy to have this many peo-
ple who all have something so 
cool to bring to the table. And 
then it’s so cool that we get to 
showcase this to the parents 
themselves. I also love how 
people love Grasshopper; the 
lines are always so long and 
the tickets always sell out. I 
think that that’s really great, 
because we’re all here to sup-
port each other.”
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Grasshopper 2018 To Highlight Student Talent at Family Weekend

D.ZHU/THE PHILLIPIAN

S.YANG/THE PHILLIPIAN

STAFF REPORT

SLAM brings a fierce energy to the stage with a performance to Nicki Minaj and Eminem’s “Roman Revenge.”

D.ZHU/THE PHILLIPIAN
Matt Katkavich ’21 is an emcee and a member of Keynotes. who are performing “Don’t Blame Me” by Taylor Swift 
and “Oops. I Did It Again” by Britney Spears.


