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Dressed in all-black, students 
and faculty stood on the steps of 
Samuel Phillips Hall on Friday, 
September 8, to protest govern-
ment plans for rescinding the De-
ferred Action for Childhood Ar-
rivals (DACA) program. 

Organized by Out of the Blue 
(OOTB), the “blackout” sought 
to raise awareness and unite the 
school community against Pres-
ident Trump’s proposed repeal, 
according to the Junah Jang ’20, a 

board member of OOTB. 
“Seeing that huge presence of 

black shirts and black pants all 
across the SamPhil stairs, [we all] 
look like a block of color and a re-
ally unified group,” said Jang.

Established by the Obama ad-
ministration in 2012, DACA grants 
800,000 immigrants — who en-
tered the nation illegally before 
age 16 — permission to live, study, 
and work in the United States for 
a two-year period, according to 
“The New York Times.” 

Jang said that recipients of 
DACA must either have a high 
school diploma, currently be en-

rolled in school, or be honorably 
discharged from the military.

“They’re not violent crimi-
nals,” said Jang. “They’re not peo-
ple who are mooching off of the 
system. 90% of them pay their 
taxes consistently, so to get rid of 
[DACA] would be to [displace] 
people who have served in our 
military [or] spent their entire 
childhood living in America and 
benefiting the system.”

Abdu Donka ’18, another board 
member of OOTB said, “We do 
not support Trump’s repeal be-
cause he’s really putting so many 
people’s [livelihoods] on the line: 

everything they’ve worked for, 
kids who are in the middle of col

-lege, people who are starting their 
jobs.”

Susanne Torabi, International 
Student and Academy Travel Co

-ordinator, recalls her experience 
of living in the United States as an 
immigrant.

“Illegal. Of course, you could 
look at it that way, but what does it 
do to a person who is stamped like 
that? I remember what it did to 
me when I was looked as on paper 
[as a] foreign alien until I became 
a permanent resident and then, 
three years ago... a dual citizen of 
Germany and the U.S,” said Torabi.

Torabi continued, “What I 
worry most about [is that] we 
have no idea about what number 
of our students, faculty, staff are 
affected by [the end of DACA] and 
how they deal with it. But it’s my 
obligation as a faculty member to 
make sure that the students feel 
safe… Because it’s a life in limbo 
and a life that is rollercoaster-like 
right now.”

Thompson Uwanomen ’19 said 
students should stay informed of 
events and decisions surrounding 
DACA. 

“Here at Andover awareness 
is key. Learning about DACA 
here especially would a[but also 
ensure] that we aren’t complete

-ly oblivious to what’s happening 
outside of [school] and make it so 
that we incorporate our beliefs 
on [DACA] to everyday life here,” 
Uwanomen said.  

OOTB also hosted a phone-
a-thon Wednesday, September 
13, afternoon as a follow-up to 
the “blackout.” The event held in 
front of Paresky Commons pro

vided information for students to 
call Congress representatives and 
urge support for DACA.

“[With] the phone-a-thon, we 
want to make sure that the Ando

-

ver community is…  actually [mak
-

ing an effort], not just saying that 
we care about something,” said 
Jang. 

Update on DACA: On Sep
-

tember 13, Senator Chuck Schum
-

er of New York and Represen
-

tative Nancy Pelosi of California 
announced in a joint statement 
that they had reached an agree

-

ment with President Trump on 
the controversial Deferred Action 
for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) 
repeal. According to “The New 
York Times,” the deal would not 
only “extend protection for young 
undocumented immigrants,” but 
also “finalize a border security 
package” that excludes the wall. 
Trump, however, denied the as

-

sertion in a tweet released the 
following day. He wrote, “No deal 
was made last night on DACA. 
Massive border security would 
have to be agreed to in exchange 
for consent. Would be subject to 
vote.”

Meanwhile, the Trump admin
-

istration announced on Septem
-

ber 5th that it would start to phase 
out DACA, a program that pro

-

tects young people from deporta
-

tion and allows them to find work 
legally, according to “The Boston 
Globe.” The program will official

-

ly be terminated in March, giving 
Congress six months to introduce 
a replacement.

Hundreds of Thousands Lose Power in Sunday Storm, 
says National Grid

All buildings on Andover cam-
pus temporarily lost power be-
tween 11:00 p.m. and 12:00 a.m. 
Sunday night, October 29, due to 
the severe storm sweeping over 
New England. The generator on 
campus was able to restore power 
to most buildings within minutes, 
except for George Washington 
Hall (GW), Graham Hall, the An-
dover Inn, and the Addison Gal-
lery of Art, which were without 
power until Tuesday morning. 
The torrent of rain over the week-
end left a trail of toppled trees and 
powerlines across campus. 

Fernando Alonso, Dean of Ad-
ministration and Finance, wrote 
in an email to The Phillipian, “The 
Office of Physical Plant and Pub-
lic Safety departments are critical 
components of the Academy’s 
response plan when dealing with 
storms. Members of these depart-
ments assess the situation to de-
termine the extent of impact and 
are instrumental in beginning the 
work of restoring normal opera-
tions while ensuring members of 
the community are safe.” 

He continued, “These plans 
are developed to address base 

needs such as shelter and food 
and are designed to prioritize the 
safety and well-being of commu-
nity members. Additionally, the 
plans focus on, depending on the 
severity of the storm, supporting 
the needs of the academic and ad-
ministrative programs.”

In addition to the brief loss of 
power, some buildings were also 
without Wi-Fi. Alonso explained 
that Wi-Fi could only be main-
tained for a short amount of time 
without a stable connection to the 
network.

The most notable and lasting 
damage on campus was that to 
trees, specifically, one of the oaks 
on the Great Lawn. The Office 
of Physical Plant (OPP) had it 
cleared by midday Monday, leav-
ing only a stump.

Spencer Davis ’18 wrote in an 
email to The Phillipian, “OPP has 
done an excellent job cleaning 
up the campus. I was only able 
to realize the damage done by 
the storm with the cross country 
team on some of our runs. Today 
we passed many fallen trees and 
downed power lines.”

With several nearby roads im-
passable, day students received an 
email from Jennifer Elliott, Dean 
of Students and Residential Life, 
on Monday morning asking them 

to notify their Cluster Deans if 
they could not reach school safe-
ly. Most departments affected by 
the power outage relocated tem-
porarily to the Phillips Academy 
Computer Center (PACC). Cen-
tral Services remained open for 
students who needed to pick up 
medications. 

Pura Vargas, a mail clerk, said, 
“It was a little bit difficult [with 
the blackout]. Obviously we didn’t 
have work for a day, which put 
us behind. You know, we get the 
packages from the mail, and by the 
next day, we had to clear every-
thing, which was hard to do, but 
we did it.”  

Lindi Schroeder ’20, a day stu-
dent, lost power, heating, and Wi-
Fi at her house for two nights.

“It was okay, we used candles, 
and our neighbors were generous 
to let us hook [our] refrigerator up 
to their generator… I tried to get 
as much homework as I could get 
done at school… We did have a lit-
tle bit of trouble getting to school 
one of the days because we usual-
ly take a few back roads to school 
and those were blocked, but the 
main roads were fine,” said Schro-
eder.

Stuart House also experienced 
two false fire alarms due to the 
power outage, one at 8:30 p.m. and 

another at 3:30 a.m. on Monday.
Keith Robinson, Instructor in 

Chemistry and Biology and House 
Counselor in Stuart, said, “It was 
pouring, it was blasting wind, and 
there were trees down all around 
the front, so we actually sent the 
kids down to 1924 House… Every-
thing was a blur at that point, but 
it was probably ten to fifteen min-

utes. The [kids] were pretty wet. I 
had a raincoat on, and I was still 
drenched. I’m sure they were tired 
[in the] morning, but there’s a little 
bit of an adventure to it.”

GWEN ROBINSON 

FALL TERM IN REVIEW

Decked with vibrant clothes 
and signs, the Senior Blue Keys 
and Blue Key Heads greeted re-
turning and newly-admitted stu-
dents onto campus for the begin-
ning of Andover’s 240th school 
year. 

With the new academic year 
came Andover’s Blue Book revi-
sions, which added the ‘two-cut’ 
policy. In previous years, students 
could take four free cuts. This 
year, students with three or more 
cuts now face consequences for 
poor attendance, starting with 
weekend study halls. 

Bancroft Hall was opened to 
Lowers, Uppers, and Seniors as a 
girls dorm for the academic year. 
In addition, the Snyder Center 
continued to undergo construc-
tion, exciting students with the 
prospects of a new track, basket-
ball courts, squash courts, and 
more. 

Sheena Hilton ’05, Instructor 
in Chemistry, stepped up as the 
Flagstaff Cluster Dean. Hilton ex-
pressed her excitement of getting 
to know students in her cluster on 
a more personal level. 

Tension rose with President 
Donald Trump’s proposal for a 
repeal on Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals (DACA), 
which protects 800,000 undocu-
mented immigrants with a chance 
to live, study, and work in the 
United States, according to “The 
New York Times.” In response, 
Andover’s social justice club Out 
of the Blue and interested stu-
dents organized a blackout and 
phone-a-thon to raise awareness 
for DACA.

At the beginning of October, 
Seniors blew off steam at the an-
nual Boston Harbor Senior Boat 
Cruise, thanks to the Student Ac-

tivities Office and the Dean of Stu-
dents Office. The Seniors took the 
opportunity to bond with their 
classmates.

As midterms approached, the 
administration proposed a new 
Interdisciplinary Studies Depart-
ment, which will work to expand 
interdisciplinary studies and 
incorporate discussion of race, 
class, gender, and sexuality across 
all of Andover’s curriculum. Head 
of School John Palfrey P’21 ap-
proved the new department, stat-
ing that the Tang Institute will be 
directing the first three years of 
interdisciplinary studies.

Meanwhile, Joe Ehrmann, a 
former defensive lineman in the 
National Football League (NFL), 
spoke to students about the im-
portance of finding one’s true self 
at an All-School Meeting (ASM). 
Ehrmann urged students’ to value 
their true self and the relation-
ships that bloom around them-
selves, rather than physical mark-
ers of achievement. 

As the term headed towards 
the end of October, Caroline 
Heldman, Chair of Political Sci-
ence at Occidental College, spoke 
to students at an ASM about sex-
ual assault and healthy sexual 
relationships. With this talk, An-
dover continued an ongoing ef-
fort of raising awareness around 
toxic masculinity, gender based 
violence, and sexual assault on 
campuses.

Student Council created the 
Policy Committee, whose job is 
to explore, draft, and suggest poli-
cies to the student body and facul-
ty. Drawing upon Phillips Exeter 
Academy’s various committees, 
Student Council hoped that the 
student body’s voice would be 
taken more into account.

The Oliver Wendell Holmes 
Library (OWHL) also revealed 
plans for renovations next Fall in 

order to make more efficient use 
of its existing space. By rearrang-
ing and renovating various rooms, 
the OWHL hopes to create more 
space for students to study, meet 
as groups, and spend time to-
gether. The new library promises 
capacity for 500 students, an in-
crease from the current capacity 
of 300 students, with more teach-
ing space and groups study areas, 
preserved heritage spaces, bath-
rooms, and air conditioning on all 
floors. 

Business Insider, an American 
news website, published a vid-
eo “Inside the Best High School 
in America, Which Costs 53,000 
Dollars a Year,” featuring Ando-
ver. Reactions to this video varied, 
as some were happy with the pos-
itive depiction of Andover while 
other were disappointed for the 
misleading title, which some 
claimed to define Andover only in 
terms of rank and academic excel-
lence.

During another ASM, Ando-
ver awarded four alumni the 2017-
2018 Andover Alumni Award 
of Distinction. Nominated by 
the Alumni Award Committee, 
Andover honored Alumni who 
made positive contributions to 
the larger community. This year, 
the school awarded Dr. Dorothy 
Cheney AA ’68, George B. Smith 
Jr. ’83, son of George Bundy Smith 
’55, Genevieve Young AA ’48, and 
Wallace Alston ’83.

Fall Term came to an end with 
the student body’s annual spirit 
week building up to Andover’s 
largest sporting event, Andover/
Exeter (A/E) Day. Students wore 
outfits according to the theme 
of the day, ranging from Paja-
Ma-nday, Tourist Tuesday, Wacky 
Wednesday, and Exeter Geek Day. 
Through this activity, students 
built school spirit in preparation 
for the annual A/E day.

HARRY SHIN

‘I Stand With The Dreamers’:
DACA Decision Sparks Activism on Campus

I.LEE/THEPHILLIPIAN

Eliomar Lopez ’19 took part in the phone-a-thon, hosted by social activism group Out of the Blue.
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High winds, flash floods, and scattered blackouts could not keep students 
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NYT Best-Selling Author 
Speaks on Grit

Rows of white tables and 
chairs scattered the Great 
Lawn last Saturday as stu-
dents, faculty, and alumni en-
joyed lobster rolls, shrimp and 
avocado shooters, and house-
made whoopie pies under the 
clear blue skies. Later that 
night, the Case Memorial Cage 
was transformed into a stage 
and dining area for a campus 
gala that was attended by a 
mix of 400 alumni, parents, 
and faculty.

“In the gala, I was a drum-
mer for a jazz quintet, Drum-
line and also the student 
backup group [for Kevin Olu-
sola ’06, one of the perform-
ers]. When I initially entered 
the Cage on Friday, they had 
dressed it all up, made it look 
very fancy. It was pretty crazy 
because you walk in and it’s 
carpeted and beautiful. It’s a 
really weird feeling. They put 
smoke machines everywhere 
and used lots of… light beams 
[that] would shine through 
blue and white and gold, very 
pretty,” said Pickle Emerson 
’20, a student participant in 
the gala.

Trustee President Peter 
Currie ’74, P’03 publically an-
nounced “Knowledge & Good-
ness: The Andover Campaign” 
at the gala. The community 
picnic and gala were part of 
the larger campaign to fund-
raise $400 million to support 
Andover’s need blind admis-
sions program and campus 
master plan.

Tracy Sweet, Director of 
Communications, said, “You’ve 
heard a lot about our work in 
Equity and Inclusion, and Em-
pathy and Balance and Cre-
ativity and Innovation, so a lot 
of the strategic planning was 
really supporting how we con-
tinue to invest in the school… 
There was [also] a commit-
ment to supporting our need 
blind admissions program and 
really standing for our school’s 
commitment to Youth From 
Every Quarter… The second 
piece is [the] campus master 
effort to think about the physi-
cal campus and our needs over 
the next decades, not just in 
the shorter term.”

The “quiet phase” of the 
campaign, which started in 
2015, has already raised $140 
million. This first phase was 
aimed to raise early gifts and 
test campaign ideas with the 
board and other lead donors. 

will continue until 2022 and 
attempt to raise $260 million 
in order to reach the final 
$400 million goal. Head of 
School John Palfrey P’21 has 
partnered with the campaign 
co-chairs Currie, Joseph Bae 
’90, and Amy Falls ’82, P’19, 
P’21, and the rest of the board 
of trustees to set the strategy 
and agenda of the campaign.

The seven-year campaign 
directly affects present-day 
students and faculty at Ando-
ver, as well.  

“The campaign has already 
affected students in lots of 
ways. [It] has already raised 
140 million dollars, so that 
money is already at work… The 
biggest single piece is always 
financial aid in Andover’s ef-
forts in terms of fundraising. 
The reason is to sustain need-
blind admissions… The finan-
cial sustainability of need-
blind is a really big question 
always… I think [remaining a 
need-blind institution] is most 
important in terms of setting 
Andover apart,” said Palfrey.

“It is about bringing in the 
most extraordinary students… 
regardless of what they can 
pay. Locking in the next gen-
eration of need-blind is what 
I’m most excited about,” he 
continued.

Thomas Lockerby, Secre-
tary of the Academy, said, “On 
the other side, we’re really 
thinking lots of investments 
in the areas of faculty innova-
tions. The Tang Institute… can 
have the opportunity to create 
new courses and think about 
new ways of teaching… We’ll 
be thinking about wellness and 
mindfulness, so those are real-
ly tangible ways that both our 
two most important human 
populations, our students and 
our faculty, will really benefit 
from directly.”

Additionally, the Snyder 
Center opened in December 
and there are plans to renovate 
the Oliver Wendell Holmes Li-
brary next year.

Lockerby continued, “We 
actually hope that most of the 
campaign actually is really 
felt by our students and our 
faculty, that it doesn’t feel in-
visible, that there’s real things 
happening that directly affect 
your life literally each and ev-
ery day.”

Events similar to the com-
munity picnic are also being 
planned for the future.

“We do think that a way to 
bring the community together, 
especially with students and 

first of all, fun. But it’s also in-

spiring for our outside guests 
to meet students and for fac

-
ulty to see the fact that alumni 
and parents are really interest

-
ed in their world,” said Lock

-
erby.

“We really want students 
to know that the investments 
that people are making are re

-
ally about them, and we want 
our faculty to know the same 
thing. It’s really about them. 
Our job is to make it possible 
for you to have a great educa

-
tion, that’s why we exist,” he 
continued.

The Andover campaign 
will rely mostly on individu

-
al alumni and parent donors. 
Crowdfunding, email, and so

-
cial media techniques will be 
used to encourage participa

-
tion. According to Lockerby, 
peer to peer fundraising plays 
a significant role for the cam

-
paign. Peer to peer fundrais

-
ing involves volunteers from 
around the world who par

-
ticipate in the campaign to 
ask their parents or, in case of 
alumni, ask their classmates to 
support the school. 

“They’re almost like phil

-
anthropic ambassadors… that 
care deeply about Andover 
[and] its mission. They feel 
great pride in the school so 
they absolutely step up in nu

-
merous ways. Or when you’re 
fundraising just year over year, 
the compounding effect that 
they can have can be truly tre

-
mendous,” said Sweet.

The campaign title, Knowl

-
edge and Goodness, was cho

-
sen to be emotionally evoc

-
ative and grounded in the 
school, according to Lockerby.

“[The campaign name] 
comes from… the founding 
document of the school when 
the Phillips family established 
it 240 years ago… Knowledge 
without goodness is evil, and 
goodness without knowledge 
is weak and feeble… Andover 
combines the two… Everything 
that goes on here is about pro

-
viding you access to knowl

-

edge and providing for you the 
ability to develop within your

-
self the best Non Sibi spirit. 
[Those] two words encompass 
literally everything that ought 
to be in the Andover student’s 
experience… it describes the 
Andover students and the 
teachers we all know and it de

-
scribes the school that we re

-

ally want to have,” said Lock

-

erby.

ANDIE PINGA &

Youth From Every Quarter: 
Slam Poet Clint Smith

Before performing a series of 
poems from his new book “Count-
ing Descent,” Clint Smith gave 
the Andover community an in-
troduction to spoken word poetry 
etiquette: the audience should to 
snap, hum affirmatively, or shout 
‘Cheesus!’ if they heard something 
they really liked. From then on, 
nearly every other line of Smith’s 
poetry garnered a chorus of snaps 
and other appreciative noises. 

Smith, a writer, teacher, 
and 2014 National Poetry Slam 
Champion, was selected as this 
year’s Youth from Every Quar-
ter All-School Meeting speaker. 
Throughout his presentation, 
Smith addressed the audience 
directly and performed poems 
about what race, citizenship, and 
his experiences as a black man in 
America.

“Writing has always been the 
means by which I process who 
I am in relation to the world and 
who I am in relation to those 
around me,” he said. 

LaShawn Springer, Director of 
Andover’s Community and Mul-
ticultural Development (CAMD) 
Office, hopes that Smith’s poems 
opened students’ eyes to the sys-
temic oppression and privilege 
that exist within America.

“What I appreciate about Clint 
is that he’s an educator and is al-
ways thinking about the messages 
that young people are receiving, 
especially in schools,” she wrote. 
“Using his own personal stories, 
he’s shining a light on narratives 
that are oftentimes left out of the 
larger American narrative and he 
is clear that you can’t disentangle 
the two,” she wrote in an email to 
The Phillipian.

In one of his poems, Smith read, 
“The only thing that we should 
give up is the idea that we aren’t 
worthy of this world. So when we 
say that black lives matter, it’s not 
because others don’t. It’s because 
we must affirm that we are worthy 
of existing without fear.”

Smith also touched upon the 
exceptionalist portrayal of Amer-
ican history and highlighted the 
need to acknowledge the darker 
pasts of the nation. 

“I’ve been taught how perfect 
this country is, but no one ever told 
me about the pages torn out of my 
textbooks… Oppression doesn’t 
disappear just because you decide 
not to teach us that chapter. You 
only hear one side of the story, and 
at some point you have to question 
who the writer is,” he said.  

Smith specifically pointed 
out the racist and segregation-
ist aspects of five United States 
Presidents, George Washington, 

Thomas Jefferson, James Madi-
son, James Monroe, and Andrew 
Jackson. 

“We are taught that Thomas 
Jefferson is the founding father of 
the United States. He is responsi-
ble for the conception of the Dec-
laration of Independence, he is the 
paradox of our ideals. All of which 
is true. What’s also true is that he 
says [in the Notes on the State of 
Virginia,] ‘Black people are in-
herently inferior to white people. 
The slave is incapable of love. The 
slave is incapable of possessing or 
sustaining complex emotions,’” he 
said.

“And I think about how that is 
a version of Jefferson that I was 
never taught. Jefferson is, in many 
ways, some sort of micro cause-
way for a much larger phenom-
enon in America’s history where 
we are so focused on American 
exceptionalism that we inevitably 
suppress anything that makes us 
less exceptional,” Smith said.

Cecelia Vieira ’18, Natalie Ahn 
’20, and Anna Lopez ’19 each read 
original poems about their per-
sonal encounters with citizenship 
to introduce Smith.

Lopez said in an interview 
with The Phillipian,  “If we are 
privileged we don’t really think 
about how other people might feel 
because we feel included…[and 
Clint] put a lot of my thoughts into 
articulate words.”

Attendee Mekedas Belayneh 
’18 said, “I think that being a citi-
zen is much more than the doc-
ument of your immigration or 
being born here. It’s feeling that 
this country is something that you 
want to work for and the goals of 
this country align with your own 
in some ways and that you want to 
see the best for the place that you 
live in and that you’re acted to bet-
ter that place.”

SOPHIA LEE &  
ZACH MOYNIHAN

What do cadets training at 
West Point, teachers working 
at some of the most challenging 
schools, and children compet-
ing in the National Spelling Bee 
have in common? According to 
Angela Duckworth, the answer 
is simple: grit.

Duckworth, a Christopher 
H. Browne Distinguished Pro-
fessor of Psychology at the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania, author 
of The New York Times best-
selling book “Grit: The Power 
of Passion and Perseverance,” 
and recipient of 2013 MacAr-
thur Genius Fellowship, spoke 
Wednesday night, Spetember 
13, in Cochran Chapel about the 
importance of character and 
grit and afterwards recorded 
an episode of Andover’s “Every 
Quarter” podcast defining what 
grit means to her. 

“When I say grit, I mean that 
aspect of character that encour-
ages us to be passionate about 
what we’re doing and perse-
vering over a very, very long 
time period. So, both passion 
and perseverance for long-term 
goals,” she said in her podcast 
recording. 

However, Duckworth high-
lighted how being gritty does 
not imply that one should ne-
glect self-care and happiness to 
achieve a goal.

“When people are doing 
things that really harm them-
selves, and others, in the long-
term [such as] not giving your 
friends your attention, not 
taking care of your health, not 
sleeping enough, feeling real-
ly bad about yourself because 
of failure, [they aren’t] actual-
ly being gritty because grit is 
about long-term stamina, and 
nobody can keep that up in the 
long term,” she said in the pod-
cast. 

She continued, “And nobody 
should want to keep that up. So 
the magic of grit isn’t pulling 
all-nighters and being a crazy 
person. I think the magic of grit 
is knowing where you’re going.”

In a question-and-answer 
session at the end of her talk, 
Duckworth spoke directly to 
the Andover students in atten-
dance and gave one takeaway 
she really hoped they would re-
member.

“If there’s one thing Ange-
la Duckworth can tell you, it’s 
that life is really hard and there 
are going to be times when 
you’re going to be sad or anx-
ious and make bad decisions… 
I know this is kind of a downer 
message, but I want to tell you 
that ultimately, it’s going to be 
okay,” she said. 

“And here’s a little science 
to comfort you: I can show you 
graphs of development over 
time, and where you are is like 
the perfect storm of emotional 
turmoil… So many things are 
in flux, and it can be a tortur-
ous time, to be honest. But, if 
I showed you these graphs of 
happiness, of character devel-
opment, of grit, of well-being, 
of meaning and purpose, they 
all go up.” said Duckworth.

Miriam Feldman ’18, an at-
tendee of the talk and sub-
sequent dinner session, said 
Duckworth was personable and 
engaging. 

“I just want to say that every-
one who wasn’t here should go 
watch it on MediaSpace right 
now,” she said. “The dinner in 
particular was a really amazing 
experience because she took 
the time to really listen to peo-
ple, engage with the struggles 
of being a student at Andover 
[or any] high-powered learning 
environment.”

Max Rigby-Hall ’18, another 
attendee, said, “I think the con-
versations she held with us, and 
her talk, really relates to this 
campus, and is something that I 
think is very applicable to us as 
a student body, and something 
that relates to privilege, which 
is something we talk about a lot. 
I think it was really helpful.”

WILL ENNIS
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Clint Smith is currently a PhD 
candidate in Education at Harvard 
University.

Political Professor Tackles Issues of 
Sexual Assault in ASM

“When a survivor comes for-
ward, the very first thing that 
you say to them is, ‘I believe 
you.’ ”

This is the one idea Caro-
line Heldman, Chair of Politi-
cal Science at Occidental Col-
lege, hoped students would 
take away from her address on 
rape culture and sexual assault 
during Wednesday’s All-School 
Meeting (ASM) on October 25.

“If you fit the popular box of 
masculinity or the popular box 
of femininity, then you are buy-
ing into normalized coercion. 
If you are raised in our culture 
and you are a heterosexual 
male, you’re taught to be what 
I call a pusher… If you are a girl 
or woman raised in our culture, 
you are raised to be a gatekeep-
er; you’re raised to be disinter-
ested in sex,” said Heldman in 
her presentation.

Flavia Vidal, Director of the 
Brace Center for Gender Stud-
ies, and Carolina Artacho-Guer-
ra, Instructor in Physics and a 
faculty member of the Brace 
Advisory Board, decided to 
bring Heldman onto campus as 
a way to continue teaching An-
dover students about healthy 
sexual relationships.

“We [have been]… educating 
the community about rape cul-
ture and about toxic masculin-

ity and  gender based violence 
and sexual assault for more than 
two years now… This is part of 
this ongoing effort to educate 
the community,” said Vidal.

Some students were glad 
that the ASM shed light on sex-
ual assault and appreciated that 
Heldman also reinforced previ-
ous learning in other program-
ming such as the Personal and 
Community Education (PACE) 
and Empathy, Balance, and In-
clusion (EBI) seminars with 
new statistics.

“I thought the presentation 
added onto what we learned 
during last week’s ASM about 
toxic masculinity, unhealthy 
gender norms, and rape culture. 
Although we’ve gone over many 
of the core themes in dorm 
chats and during PACE and 
EBI, it was still shocking to see 
the horrifying statistics,” said 
Margot Hutchins ’20.

According to Heldman, her 
motivation to research and 
speak about sexual assault and 
rape culture comes from per-
sonal experiences.

“I have been an activist 
around this issue for two de-
cades because it affected a lot of 
people in my life… Trying to get 
to the bottom of why it exists 
and why it’s so persistent and 
why we don’t talk about it be-
came a big focus of my academic 
research,” said Heldman.

In addition, Heldman re-
cently came forward as a victim 
of sexual harassment by Bill 
O’Reilly, and she has also of-
fered support to a fellow victim 
and friend, Perquita Burgess.

“The first time he met me, he 
made a comment [that] when he 
was in college, professors didn’t 
look like me, [and] he scanned 
me up and down… He fired me 
from his show after I called him 
out on gender discrimination 
after years of him being inap-
propriate,” said Heldman.

Heldman did not come for-
ward at the time of the abuse 
because of fear of rebuke. The 
victim-blaming she believed she 
would face was another long 
standing effect of rape culture, 
Heldman explained during her 

presentation.
Heldman did not come for-

ward at the time of the abuse 
because of fear of rebuke. The 
victim-blaming she believed she 
would face was another long 
standing effect of rape culture, 
Heldman explained during her 
presentation.

“I knew as a liberal commen-
tator no one would believe me, 
and it would have ended my me-
dia career. I think, in retrospect, 
I was absolutely right. No one 
would have believed me,” said 
Heldman.

Heldman continued, “I think 
there might be some pressure to 
shift the way women are treated 
in the entertainment industry 
[based on current allegations of 
sexual assault], but I also think 
that just having awareness of 
the issue equals accountability,.”

During her talk, Heldman 
recognized that rape culture 
has also infiltrated Andover’s 
campus and is one of the factors 
responsible for giving rise to its 
hook-up culture.

“The thing about hook-up 
culture is that men and women 
don’t like it. What we know is 
that men benefit from it repu-
tationally but don’t like it emo-
tionally. Women don’t benefit 
from it reputationally or emo-
tionally. But students… engage 
in what’s called pluralistic igno-
rance, where they think, ‘Oh, I 
must be doing something wrong 
because everyone else likes it,’ ” 
said Heldman.

In terms of minimizing hook-
up culture at Andover, Heldman 
had a few ideas. One was more 
communication during sexual 
intercourse.

“Hookup culture leads to bad 
sex, and the best way to pre-
vent that is to communicate a 
lot before, during, and after sex 
about pleasure, about consent. 
Consent actually leads to better 
sex. The more verbal communi-
cation you have during a sexual 
interaction, the more pleasure 
both parties will get from the 
sex,” said Heldman.

AVA RATCLIFF
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Dr. Caroline Heldman is Chair of 
Political Science at Occidental 
College.

Andover Launches 400 Million Dollar 
Fundaising Campaign

Editor’s Note: This article 
originally ran on September 15, 
2017.

Editor’s Note: This article 
originally ran on September 22, 
2017.

Editor’s Note: This article 
originally ran on December 8, 
2017.

Editor’s Note: This article 
originally ran on October 26, 
2017.

June 3, 2018

CHRISTINA CHO

faculty with outside guests, is, 
The second “public phase” 



A4 NEWS T h e  P h i l l i p i a n June 3, 2018

Wallace Alston ’83 is an award-winning doc-
umentary filmmaker and the founder and di-
rector of Auburn Media. In addition winning 
to three Emmy awards, his film, “Love Free or 
Die,” featured openly gay bishop Gene Robin-
son and the controversy around his consecra-
tion, and won Special Jury Prize for an Agent 
of Change at the 2012 Sundance Film Festival. 

What was your favorite aspect of  
Andover?

I’m gay. Middle school can be pretty brutal, 
at least in my experience in the United States 
when you’re in any way out of the ordinary... 
At Andover, I was into the arts, which was 
considered gay. Andover seemed to celebrate 
any kind of excellence, any kind of aspiration, 
talent in any regard… I was just excited by 
the fact that people wanted to be my friend… 
Mostly, I just drunk in the opportunity to get to 

know lots of people. I had lived in a town that 
was very homogeneous, and so the notion that 
there were kids coming from all over the world 
and from all kinds of experiences thrilled me.

What did you do after you left Andover?
In my community in New York, I became an 

activist and I went to seminary, following my 
dad’s footsteps. I went to seminary wondering 
why would a God that’s all powerful and all 
good allow for so many people in my commu-
nity at such a young age to be sick and dying 
and how is it that the conservative Christian 
voices in the media are speaking so hatefully 
about gay people… I studied for a handful of 
years and left and became a documentary film-
maker really integrating my interest in making 
the world a better place through the media I 
make and making art. That’s been the greater 
part of my career over the last 25 years.

What do you enjoy the most about film-
making?

I happen to, on a regular basis, be awe-
struck, knocked out, dazzled by the beauty of 
everyday life, of real life. I love movies that are 
scripted and acted, but there was something 
as a filmmaker, of the particular assignment of 
seeing beauty in real life and trying to capture 
it, not script it, act it out, but capture it on film… 
Whether we’re fifteen or fifty-two, if we’ve 
lived this long, we’ve experienced heartbreak, 
we’ve experienced victory, we’ve experienced 
certainly enough to fill a couple hours of epic 
filmmaking… When people are willing to take 
me into the truth and the intimate places of 
their lives and try to make meaning in film or 
through film, it’s just a beautiful journey.

Genevieve Young AA ’48 served as the exec-
utive editor, and eventually vice president, 
of the J.B. Lippincott Company, the senior 
editor of Little, Brown and Company, edi-
tor-in-chief of the Literary Guild of America, 
and vice president and editorial director of 
Bantam Books.

How was your love of reading cultivated at 
Abbot?

Up   until   I   went   to   Abbot,   l   never   had   
enough   books.   I   was   a   very   fast   reader,   and   I   
was   always reading   the   same   books   over   and   
over... There   was   a   room   off   the   library   [in   Ab-
bot]   called   the   Chickering   Room.   It   wasn’t   a   
study   room; it   was   for   pleasure   reading.   There   
were   so   many   books   I   thought   I   would   nev-
er   read   them   all before   I   graduated.   That’s   

when   I   began   to   realize   there’s   a   whole   other   
world   of   words… There’s just   huge   stories   and   
words   that   go   on,   and   I   thought, “That’s   what   
I   want   to   do.”

Can you give an example of an instance 
in which it was challenging to be in a 
male-dominated workplace?

[My boss]   was   managing   editor,   so   I   was   
doing   all   the   managing,   so   when   he   got   pro-
moted,   I became   assistant   editor   and   I   was   
still   doing   all   this   managing   editor   stuff.   So   
a   couple   years   later he   came   by   and   he   said,   
“Jane   you’re   doing   a   good   job.   What   can   I   do   
for   you?”  and   I   said, “Make   me   managing   ed-
itor,”  and   then   he   said   that Buzz,   another   guy,   
had   the   title,   and   I   said, “Well, get   him   anoth-
er   title.   I   should   be   managing   editor   because   

I’ve   been   doing   it   all   this   time.”  So,   I became   
managing   editor   and   Buzz   became   executive   
editor.   That   was   my   one   experience.   I think if   
I   hadn’t   spoken   up,   I   would   still   be   doing   all   
that   work   with   no   title.

What   do   you   think   is   the   most   gratifying   
aspect   of   working in publishing?

It’s   having   a   product.   In   the   end   you   do   all   
this   work   and   you   have   this   thing,   a   book   you   
know. You   can   smell   it,   you   can   open   it.   And   to   
have   something   concrete,   it’s   really   satisfying   
to   end up   with   a   product.   My   sister   was   in   ad-
vertising   and   she   was   in   marketing   and   they   
don’t   have   a product.   All   they   have   is   some   
numbers.   So,   that   was   one   of   the   interesting   
things.

Exclusive Interviews With 
2018 Andover Alumni Award of Distinction Recipients

George Bundy Smith ’55

M.CHEUNG/THE PHILLIPIAN

At ASM, Genevieve Young AA ’48 
described the challenges she faced 
as a woman in publishing.

Genevieve Young AA ’48
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Wallace Alston ’83 creates films that 
cover a wide range of social justice 
issues.
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Dorothy Cheney AA ’68 is currently 
a biology professor at the University 
of Pennsylvania.

Dorothy Cheney AA ’68
Dorothy Cheney AA ’68 is a biologist and re-
searcher of primates. In 2015, Cheney was 
elected to the U.S. National Academy of Sci-
ences and received the Distinguished Prima-
toligist Award form the American Society of 
Primatologists in 2016.

Can you describe your work and some of 
your main findings?

I’ve   been   doing   this   for   40   years,   off   and   
on   in   different   countries   in   Africa.   For   the   last   
20   years or   so   in   Botswana. [My husband and 
I]   work   with   wild   animals   in   Africa,   and   the   
main   reason   for   that   is   we   want   to   be   able   to   
look at   behavior   in   an   evolutionary   context....  
What   we   found   is   that   the   animals   that   have   
the   closest bonds   and   relationships   [were   actu-

ally   the   most   successful].   So   in   terms   of   lower   
stress   and offspring   survival   rates,   the   animals   
that   succeed   are   the   ones   with   a   tight   social   
network.

How did your time at Abbot influence your 
work and your decision to switch career 
paths?

I   took   science   courses   at   Abbot,   but   at   that   
point   I   thought   I’d   go   to   law   school.   But   one   
of   the things   that   was   really   good   about   Abbot   
and   I   really   treasured   was   that   when   you   were   
here,   you could   be   eccentric,   and   people   were   
quite   accepting   of   differences   in   behavior. .. 
The   teachers   really   wanted   us   to   do   well,   so   I   
never   got   the   impression   that   you   couldn’t   do 
what   you   wanted   to   do.   And   I   thought   that   was   

really   important   when   I   got   to   college,   that   you 
could   have   the   confidence   to   take   chances,   and   
that’s   what   Abbot   did   for   me.

How and when did you decide you wanted 
to study primates?

At   that   point,   my   now-husband   was   going   
off   to   study   monkeys,   and   I   thought,   “I’ll   take   
a couple   of   years   off   between   college   and   law   
school   and   go   to   Africa.”   And   I   loved   the   work.   
It was   really   fun.   So   after   that,   I   went   to   Cam-
bridge   University,   and   I   had   to   do   a   lot   of   work   
to catch   up,   since   I   hadn’t   done   Biology   as   an   
undergrad. .. I   thought   I’d   go   to law   school   be-
cause   it   seemed   like   the   path   of   least   resistance,   
but   I   was   really   lucky   to   have found   something   
I   love   doing.

Wallace Alston ’83

Coverage of the Andover Alumni Award for Distinction All-School Meeting on November 8th can be found on phillipian.net.

George Bundy Smith ’55 was the third black judge  ap-
pointed to New York’s highest court. Smith was also a 
fierce civil rights activist; he was arrested early in his life 
during his time as a Freedom Rider.” He died on August 
5, 2017, and was represented at All-School Meeting by his 
son, George B. Smith Jr.  ’83.

What do you think George Smith Sr. considered his 
greatest achievement?

“I   think   rendering   justice   in   a   way   that   he   thought   meant   
justice   for   the   particular individual  [who]  was   caught   up   in   
the   legal   system.   One   of   his   greatest   achievements   was   to   
pave   the way   for   the   end   of   the   death   penalty   in   New   York.   
And   also,   along   the   way,   just   helping   a number   of   people, 
people   who   had   less ... than   he   had,” said Inez Smith Reid, 
sister of George Bundy Smith.

What did Smith learn and take away from his experi-
ence here?

“ I   think   kindness and   compassion   are   two   principles...   
that   he   learned   here...There   were   faculty   members,   the 
Luxes    and   the    McKees    come   to   mind,   who   treated   him   
warmly   when   he   was   here   and   made   him feel   welcome.   
He   was   the   only   black   student   here   in   1962   in   his   class.   
They   welcomed   him   with open   arms.   After   he   died,   I   got   a   
letter   from   one   of   his   classmates,    Jack   Doicus    who   is   from   
this area,   and   reminded   me   that   they   would   play   basket-
ball   together   every   weekend   in   the   gym   and so   really   wel-
comed   him   and   made   him   really   feel   at   home,” said George 
Smith Jr.

Why was Smith’s experience at Andover unique and 
new for him?

“We   have   to   remember   that   Andover   was   a   unique   ex-
perience.   We   grew   up   at Washington   at   a   time   in   which 
...the   schools   that   he   attended   at   the elementary   level   and   
the   junior   high   school   level   were   all   segregated   schools.   
What   we   knew   as we   were   growing   up   was   the   black   com-

munity   and   that’s   basically   it.   And   so   then   to   be transport-
ed   from   that   kind   of   setting   to   Andover   was   a   unique   expe-
rience   for   him   and   he   had   to make   the   transition ... from   a   
completely   segregated   society   to   being …  in the   midst   of   [a] 
majority [white]  society,” said Reid.

Can you talk a little more about Smith’s teaching 
work?

When   my   father   was   on   the   Court   of   Appeals   for   four-
teen   years,   it’s   in Albany.   We   lived   in   Manhattan.   So,   he   
taught   Monday   nights   at   Fordham   Law   School.   He   would 
go   up   Albany   Sunday,   sit   in   court   Monday,   get   on   a   train   
back   to   Manhattan   so   he   could   teach his   class   on   Monday   
nights   in   Manhattan   and   then   he   would   get   on   a   train   and   
get   back   up. ..He   was   a mentor   to   particular   lawyers   in   New   
York,   many   black   lawyers   in   New   York   and   encouraged   a 
lot   of   them   to   apply   to   be   judges   and   take   the   necessary   
steps   in   order   to   become   judges.   I   think that   was   one   of   the   
things   he   was   most   proud   of,” said Smith Jr.

In Memory of Dan Nakajima ’18

Dan Nakajima ’18, a four-year 
Senior known for his wry smile, 
contagious laugh, and kind spirit, 
took his own life on September 26, 
as announced by Head of School 
John Palfrey at an All-School 
Meeting the following morning. 
Originally from Brookline, Mass., 
Nakajima moved to Andover to 
start his Junior year as a day stu-
dent. He was 17 years old.

“Dan was the kind of leader 
who never needed [or] wanted to 
draw attention to himself; he led 
quietly, gently, and with his whole 
heart through his actions,” said 
Monique Cueto-Potts, Director 
of Community Engagement, in a 
message from the Office of Com-
munity Engagement.

From an early age, Dan Naka-
jima exhibited a love for building 
and tinkering with technology, 
according to his parents, Heidi 
Nakajima and Dave Perreault. 
In his family home, he had a lab 

space reserved for building elec-
tromechanical devices, including 
a DC motor and a Doppler radar 
system. 

This fascination with assem-
bling and experimenting with 
hardware and mechanics was 
evidence of a broader intellectual 
fearlessness in Nakajima, accord-
ing to Perreault, who recalls an in-
cident in which ten-year-old Dan 
Nakajima installed a dual-boot 
operating system on a new Mac-
book using a Windows installation 
disc he had taken from his father’s 
closet.

“I wouldn’t even imagine he’d 
even have the notion of what an 
operating system was, never mind 
being able to boot Windows to 
play Windows games. He was very 
fearless about trying out ideas and 
pursuing them that way,” said Per-
rault.

In addition to his love of both 
computer hardware and soft-
ware, Dan Nakajima was known 
among friends for his love of art, 
music, and athletics. He began 
playing basketball in the fourth 
grade, eventually moving up to a 
national-championship-winning 
Amateur Athletic Union team in 
middle school, according to Heidi 
Nakajima. A committed member 
of Andover Track & Field’s “jump 
squad,” as well as the JV and Clus-
ter Basketball teams, some of Dan 
Nakajima’s favorite pastimes were 
participating in and watching 
sports events with friends.

“He was a big Patriots fan, and 
I was a big Giants fan. I didn’t 
notice this until a couple of days 
ago when I was going through 
our texts, but I noticed a pattern. 

Most of our conversations began 
with him texting me after a Giants 
loss, asking me if I still thought Eli 
Manning was ‘elite,’ or just sarcas-
tically asking ‘How’d those Giants 
do this week?’ ” said Jake Zanazzi 
’18. 

“I remember seeing Dan ris-
ing up to save the game for the 
Andover JV Basketball team 
against [Phillips Exeter Acade-
my], last game of the season, last 
play, blocking the final shot. Mob 
scene. Happy times. Months later, 
Dan was hunched over his laptop 
screen in the Bulfinch hallway… 
His two coaches, O’Connor and 
Kane, saw him, approached and 
joked with him about that blocked 
shot. What impressed and pleased 
them most was how Dan beamed 
back at them, transformed, grati-
fied by the vividness of their recol-
lection and the amplitude of their 
appreciation of him,” said Greg 
Wilkin, Instructor in English and 
Dan Nakajima’s advisor, in a eulo-
gy at his memorial service on Sun-
day, October 8, in Cochran Chapel.

In an email to The Phillipian, 
Fred Pan ’18 said, “When the day 
students play during our Friday 
night pick-up games, Dan and I 
were often the last ones to leave 
the gym. Each time we decided to 
stay, we always played one-on-one 
matches. No score was kept. We 
just kept going at each other past 
the point of exhaustion, telling 
each other to work on a specific 
area of our game. After each game, 
I’d ask him how he was holding up 
and if he wanted to play another. 
He always shot back that grin of 
his and said, ‘Of course.’ ”

Described by Cueto-Potts as 

the “embodiment of Non Sibi,” 
Dan Nakajima eventually moved 
from JV Basketball to Cluster 
Basketball in order to focus on 
his work as co-coordinator of the 
Coding Circle program, where 
he taught elementary school stu-
dents how to code. 

“We know just from everything 
he told us that he really valued 
that a lot. In fact, that was one of 
the reasons he skipped targeting 
the varsity kind of things: because 
it would have interfered with that. 
He had to make a judgment there 
as to what was important to him, 
so we know it was pretty import-
ant, because he generally loved 
playing sports,” said Perreault.

“He loved [participating in 
Coding Circle], and he liked focus-
ing on certain kids that really got 
excited about coding and would 
just be waiting for him at the door 
at every class wanting to learn 
something new,” said Heidi Naka-
jima. 

According to Perrault and Hei-
di Nakajima, Dan was a respect-
ful caregiver to his grandparents 
while they temporarily lived with 
the family because of his grand-
father’s Alzheimer’s disease. Dan 
was an active member of the Alz-
heimer’s Foundation of America 
Andover chapter. 

He was also a caring and lov-
ing friend, often going above and 
beyond to support those he cared 
about, according to people who 
knew him on campus.

In an email to The Phillipian, 
Patrick Doheny ’18 said, “A few 
weeks ago, I sat down to lunch 
with Dan and a few other guys. 
I was eating a kimchi pork-belly 

wild-rice bowl when I began to get 
roasted for my meal choice. I had 
anticipated this, as my meal deci-
sions often amuse my friends. But 
then, from the corner of the table, 
I heard someone say, ‘Patrick, that 
Asian food is too nice.’ Of course, 
it was Dan. It was classic Dan: the 
dry delivery, the genuine and kind 
tone, and (obviously) the love of 
food. It wouldn’t have offended 
me in the least if he had joined 
in on the roast. But he didn’t, be-
cause that was Dan.”

Above all, those who knew him 
said they would remember Dan 
for his kindness and generosity. 

“Dan was one of the greatest 
people that I have ever had the 
chance to meet. The good memo-
ries that I have of him are endless. 
He has changed me for the bet-
ter. He was a great programmer, 
a great ball player, and above all a 
great friend,” said Pan.

School officials have encour-
aged students to reach out to 
trusted adults if they fear that they 
or a friend might be having suicid-
al thoughts. The National Suicide 
Prevention Lifeline is in operation 
24 hours a day at 1-800-273-8255. 
According to its website, warning 
signs of suicidal ideation include 
talking about feeling hopeless, 
trapped, or burdensome to others; 
increased use of alcohol or drugs; 
sleeping too little or too much; 
self-isolation; increased rage or 
agitation; and extreme mood 
swings.

Editor’s Note: This article was 
originally ran on October 13, 2017.

STAFF REPORT
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Claudia Rankine, award-win-
ning poet and author of “Citi-
zen: An American Lyric,” flipped 
through pictures from the recent 
presidential election and com-
mercials from different coun-
tries to highlight the construct of 
whiteness in society. 

Rankine took the stage on 
Monday’s All School Meeting 
(ASM), January 15, for Andover’s 
28th annual observance of Martin 
Luther King Jr. (MLK) Day.

Each year, a speaker elected by 
the Community and Multicultural 
Development (CAMD) team is in-
vited to Andover to help students 
take the “day on.” The day en-
courages students to think more 
in depth about the significance of 
MLK Day and connect to social is-
sues in the broader world.

In an email to The Phillipian, 
LaShawn Springer, Director of 
CAMD, wrote, “Every year the 
CAMD team brainstorms a list 
of speakers who have contribut-
ed greatly to the advancement 
of their field and to the national 
dialogue on diversity. Because 
this year’s theme is ‘citizenship,’ 
we wanted to find a speaker that 
would thoughtfully challenge our 
collective understanding of who is 
conferred citizenship and who is 
not; how does one know they are 
a citizen; who and what decides 
that; what does being a citizen 
give one access to, etc.”

Rankine was chosen particu-
larly because of her works in dis-
cussing citizenship. 

Springer wrote, “Claudia Ran-
kine explores those questions and 
more in her book ‘Citizen’ using 
everyday experiences that speak 
volumes to what it means to live in 
a racialized body – experiences of 
racism and microaggressions that 
are so frequent in nature that you 
feel both invisible and hypervisi-
ble all at once.”

After her speech, students at 
Andover they were able to share 
their thoughts on Rankine’s pre-
sentation through a Q&A session. 
Abigail Ndikum ’20 said she was 
inspired by Rankine’s words on 
creating change within yourself.

Ndikum said, “I felt different 
after the ASM… especially [after] 
the part that she said to focus on 
yourself, because a lot of the times 
I feel people try to focus on oth-
ers. But if you start from yourself, 
it will really make a change and 
a change in how you treat other 
people, because then hopefully 
that will trigger a set of events, 
hopefully changing the society. 
Maybe not now, but hopefully in 
the future.”

Louis Aaron ’18 was surprised 
by Rankine’s response to a ques-
tion posed by Davis Barrow ’20. 
Barrow had asked Rankine how 
white males with blond hair, like 
himself, can contribute to decon-
structing implicit biases.

“Her response was that he 
could first recognize that by help-
ing other people, particularly in-
terracial minorities, he is helping 
himself. Obviously there’s truth 
in that, I was surprised to hear 
that the way she would frame an 
advice for somebody. Usually the 
narratives of every religion on this 
earth is that we should be inspired 
by doing good for others, and self-
lessness,” said Aaron.

Springer hopes that the com-
munity will take what Rankine 
said in the ASM and carry the 
message forward.

Springer said, “I was impressed 
with the questions that students 
asked because it was clear that 
people were trying to thoughtful-
ly grapple with the history and 
intentionality of the construction 
of whiteness. And, it made me 
hopeful that if we could unpack 
that as a community that that also 
means there is something we can 
do to move forward in our efforts 
towards creating a more inclusive 
Andover.”

Students of all grades used the 
rest of the day to participate in 
programming designed to con-
tinue conversation around King’s 
legacy. The programming was led 
by students and faculty.

Juniors watched a play entitled 
“We Speak” directed by Justice 
Robinson ’18. The play featured 
students of the Advanced Theater 
course, who presented mono-
logues tied to the theme of identi-
ty. The monologues touched upon 
various aspects of identity and the 
issue of making assumptions. 

Matthew Suri ’21 said, “I en-

joyed learning that you can’t base 
your opinion of people’s iden-
tity just off looking at them and 
barely having conversation with 
them. You have to be really close 
to someone to fully understand 
them.”

Lowers participated in a game 
simulating socioeconomic dispar-
ities and learned about unequal 
distribution of opportunities 
based on class. Each group divided 
into four neighborhoods: one with 
a lot of money, one with a moder-
ate amount, and two with almost 
none. The four groups were then 
asked to build the best neighbor-
hood possible with the money 
they had. The town’s police offi-
cer, social worker, and mayor were 
instructed to discriminate against 
poorer groups.  

Emma Staffaroni, Instructor 
in English and one of the event’s 
organizers, said, “We wanted the 
students to experience systemic 
privilege in a tangible way. I hope 
that [the simulation] sparks some 
critical thinking about privilege. 
Hopefully this busts some of the 
myths people have about class 
and poverty, and the ways that it 
affects a community.”

Uppers and Seniors attended 
various workshops organized by 
their peers. A total of 16 work-
shops were hosted throughout the 
day, and focused on topics ranging 
from the struggles of young girls 
in global education to the history 
of “black hair” and how hair can 
affect one’s social mobility today.

WINTER TERM IN REVIEW

Students returned to campus 
after Thanksgiving break in late 
November, welcomed back with 
holiday decorations and colder 
weather.

During the first week of De-
cember, a group of students at-
tended the Student Diversity 
Leadership Conference (SDLC) in 
Anaheim, California. This was the 
fourth year Andover students have 
attended the conference, which 
unites private schools across the 
nation to discuss themes of race, 
sexuality, gender, and class.

Attendees Keely Aouga ’19, Mi-
ley Kaufman ’19, Sydney Mercado 
’19,  Jungwoo Park ’19, Josh Thom-
as ’19, and Junah Jang ’20 were 
selected by the Community and 
Multicultural Diversity (CAMD) 
Office to join faculty on the trip.

After winter break, students 
came back to frigid weather and 
blasting winds. The bomb cyclone 
in the first week of January cov-
ered campus in over ten inches of 
snow, according to WCVB.

The Snyder Center also made 
its debut the first week back from 

Winter Break, featuring 12 squash 
courts, a 200-meter track, four in-
door tennis courts, four basketball 
courts, and three multi-purpose 
rooms. An inaugural track meet 
was held on Wednesday, January 
10.

After nearly two years of con-
struction lasting from June 2016 
to January 2018, the Snyder Cen-
ter received an official dedica-
tion in February. With all of the 
Trustees in attendance, the event 
included a performance by Drum-
line and workshops for the Trust-
ees. Peter Currie ’74, President of 
the Board of Trustees, presented 
a key to the building’s namesake 
Steve Snyder ’56 during the dedi-
cation ceremony.

Sarah Rigazio ’18 was the recip-
ient of the Lorant Fellowship this 
year. This past summer, she went 
to Naples, Italy, and worked in a 
refugee center there. She taught 
English to the refugees, many of 
whom had never learned to read 
or write in their own language 
and had never attended school. 
She addressed the student body 
at an All-School Meeting (ASM) 
in January, describing her experi-
ence in Italy.

Emily Ndiokho ’18 was this 
year’s Barbara Landis Chase 
CAMD Scholar. She hosted a 
workshop and presentation enti-
tled “Super Black: An Analysis of 
the History and Evolution of the 
Black Comic Book” in mid-Janu-
ary. Held in Kemper Auditorium, 
the event discussed the roles and 
history of black comic book char-
acters, followed by a workshop for 
audience members. 

HQ Trivia, an app where play-
ers can win money by answering 
trivia questions, swept the nation 
and Andover’s campus in Janu-
ary. Some students, such as Katie 
Wimmer ’21, managed to answer 
all 12 questions right, a feat very 
few have achieved.

The annual Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day ASM featured Clau-
dia Rankine, esteemed poet and 
writer, as this year’s keynote 
speaker. In her talk, she discussed 
whiteness in America and her ex-
perience as a black woman in this 
country.

The second annual TEDxPhil-
lipsAcademyAndover conference 
was hosted and featured student 
speakers focusing on the theme 
of “Twenty-First Century Citizen-

ship.” Hosted by Tanvi Kanchi-
nadam ’19 and Amiri Tulloch ’18, 
the event included speakers such 
as Lizzy Glazer ’21 who spoke 
about psychological and verbal 
domestic abuse, and Maeve Cuc-
ciol ’18, who discussed the way so-
cial media reflects personality and 
character.

In addition to Glazer and Cuc-
ciol, students, Philip Matteini ’18, 
David Onabanjo ’18, Jocelyn Shen 
’18, Alex el Adl ’19, Moumina Khan 
’19, Itzelt Reyes ’19, Brandon Chan-
dler ’20, Junah Jang ’20, Ignacy 
Jurjewicz ’20, and Harry Shin ’20 
also gave talks at the event.

In late January, it was revealed 
that there were plans to gut the 
historic Latin classroom Pear-
son A and replace it with the Ac-
ademic Skills Center. Students 
and alumni, however, rallied 
against the change and signed a 
petition started by Jake Zanaz-
zi ’18 to preserve the room. The 
petition reached 1, 174 signatures 
on Change.org. The renovation 
plans were subsequently changed, 
and Pearson A will remain a Lat-
in classroom during the 2018-19 
school year.

During the last ASM of Win-

ter Term, Pakistani squash player 
Maria Toorpakai visited campus. 
Toorpakai shared her story of 
overcoming adversity, detailing 
how she had to disguise herself as 
a boy in order to compete in sports 
and survived threats from the Tal-
iban.

Head of School Day was held 
the day after Toorpakai’s visit, on 
Thursday, February 1.  As is tradi-
tion, Head of School John Palfrey 
entered Paresky Commons with 
his blue squash racquet to declare 
a cancellation of all classes the 
next day.

The day before Valentine’s Day, 
the Deans announced in an email 
that Blue Key Head Kisses were to 
be cancelled in order to foster an 
environment of consent, respect, 
and inclusion on campus. Many 
students were upset with the 
cancellation as well as the lack of 
communication surrounding the 
decision.

Editor’s Note: Keely Aouga ‘19 
is a Commentary Editor for The 
Phillipian.

ALEXANDRA LEBARON
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Claudia Rankine is curently a pro-
fessor at Yale University.

MLK Day: Poet Claudia Rankine Discusses 
Whiteness; Student Body Partakes in 

Programming

NEWAZ RAHMAN, JUNGHO 
CHANG, ALEXANDRA 

LEBARON, & KAELA AALTO

“SLUT: The Play” and “Now 
That We’re Men” on Campus

In the finale of “Now That 
We’re Men,” four boys meet up af-
ter their high school prom, drink-
ing and talking. Their friend Nick 
soon swaggers in and exclaims 
that he has had intercourse with 
a girl who is still passed out drunk 
in another room. As the play ends, 
the spotlight fades on Nick, who 
laughs alone, confused at why the 
others are silent. This powerful 
scene was one of many that held a 
mirror to a sometimes toxic social 
culture.

On January 12 and 13, students 
and faculty saw “SLUT: The Play” 
and its companion piece “Now 
That We’re Men,” both written 
and directed by Katie Cappiello. 
All students were required to at-
tend one of the four performances 
but were also given the choice to 
opt out with special permission 
from Sykes counselors. Together, 
the plays addressed topics includ-
ing toxic masculinity, rape culture, 
victim blaming, and slut shaming. 

Sydney Mercado ’19, a mem-
ber of the Brace Student Adviso-
ry Board, said, “Throughout the 
play, I laughed a lot. Once you 
get to the end, it almost acts as a 
wake-up call… It’s kind of funny 
but uncomfortable throughout 
the whole play, and then finally to-
wards the end, you see what actu-
ally happened and how impactful 
that sexual assault must have been 
on all of them.”

“SLUT: The Play” first came to 
campus in 2016 when Nico Ciccia 
’16, Payton Jancsy ’16, and Olivia 
Brokaw ’18, former members of 
the Brace Board, obtained an Ab-
bot Grant to bring Cappiello and 
her troupe of student actors to 
campus. 

Flavia Vidal, Director of the 
Brace Center for Gender Studies, 
said, “[‘SLUT: The Play’] had an 
enormous impact [in 2016]... Since 
then [we] had been thinking about 
how to bring them back.”

For Uppers, this performance 
was their second required viewing 
of “SLUT: The Play.” 

Jungwoo Park ’19, a member 
of the Brace Student Board, said, 
“Because of the current political 
climate and of the recent devel-
opments like the #MeToo move-
ment, I was able to see the play in 
a different light. It felt more real to 
me because I am living in a climate 

for which these issues are more 
pertinent. [Junior] Year, it was a 
play that was shocking to me, but 
now I see it in a much different, 
more-nuanced light.”

Vidal said she saw “Now That 
We’re Men” performed in New 
York City and decided that the 
play could be shown in conjunc-
tion with “SLUT: The Play” for the 
whole school. 

“Most of the time, and even 
if you look outside of Andover at 
the national conversation… the 
conversation tends to focus on the 
experience of victims and rightly 
so,” she said. “But in those kinds of 
situations, there is always a victim 
and there is always a perpetrator. 
It felt important to us to bring that 
conversation to the other side and 
think about what does it mean for 
men to be part of this rape cul-
ture.”

After the viewings, the Brace 
Center hosted an open discus-
sion in the Underwood Room on 
Sunday, January 14. Students also 
had debrief conversations led by 
Mentors in Violence Prevention 
(MVP), student leaders, house 
counselors in their dorms, and ad-
vising groups. 

William Locke ’19, a prefect in 
Bertha Bailey House, said that the 
discussion helped Juniors in his 
dorm process the emotional ram-
ifications of the performances.

Locke said, “For my [Juniors], 
I think [formal discussions are] 
necessary. I’m glad we’re talking 
about that just to make sure 
they’re having a discussion and 
so they can have a discussion with 
older kids and our house counsel-
or. You [have to] make sure that 
when you see something that 
emotionally powerful, as I think 
‘SLUT: The Play’ and ‘Now That 
We’re Men’ were, that you have 
time to process it, especially when 
you’re a [Junior]. You need to go 
through that.”

Emma Slibeck ’20 said that 
while the discussions were im-
portant, people often focused on 
the director’s artistic choices rath-
er than the play’s messages on tox-
ic masculinity and rape culture. 

“Whether or not you enjoyed 
watching the plays, the content is 
still important and relevant,” said 
Slibeck.  

ROMULUS SOTTILE

“Business Insider” Publishes Video, Article on Andover

American news website “Busi-
ness Insider” published a video 
featuring Andover on October 
28, titled “Inside the Best High 
School in America, Which Costs 
$53,000 a Year.” Since publication, 
this three-minute video had re-
ceived over 672,853 views.

Tracy Sweet, Director of Acad-
emy Communications, wrote in an 
email to The Phillipian, “The main 
purpose of the [series] was to ex-
plore the top-ranked independent 
school in the country. Each year, 
‘Niche.com’ ranks schools based 
on a number of criteria. For the 
last two years, Andover has come 
out on top.”

She continued, “Our main mes-
sage was to make it abundantly 
clear that Andover is accessible to 
the most talented and promising 
‘Youth From Every Quarter.’” 

The video was created as part 
of a series on Andover published 
by “Business Insider.” So far, an 
article on Andover’s admission 
process and a spread about the day 
in the life of an Andover student 

have been posted to accompany 
the video.

Recorded earlier this fall, the 
video takes a look inside a U.S. 
History class co-taught by Head 
of School John Palfrey and Jen-
nifer Elliott ’94, Dean of Students 
and Residential Life, and features 
interviews with both of them as 
well as with Jim Ventre, Dean of 
Admissions and Financial Aid. It 
also gives a tour of Chase House 
and various buildings on campus, 
including Paresky Commons and 
Samuel Phillips Hall.

“We hosted a reporter and vid-
eographer for a day on campus. 
They enjoyed a student-led tour, 
visited a dorm, had lunch in Pare-
sky, and observed a class, in addi-
tion to having conversations with 
students, administrators, faculty, 
and staff,” said Sweet.  

In an interview with The Phil-
lipian, David Tsai ’18, the “Busi-
ness Insider” team’s campus tour 
guide, said, “The whole setting 
was extremely relaxed… My job 
was essentially just to take them 
on a tour around campus like I 
would take any other prospective 
family and show them the Ando-
ver experience, as I would for any-

one who was interested in joining 
Big Blue.”

Shahinda Bahnasy ’20 was hap-
py with the coverage of Andover.

“I thought it was such a well-
filmed video and automatically 
put a smile on my face. If I hadn’t 
been at Andover already, I would 
most definitely hope to attend it 
solely based on the video… My 
sisters, including a sister who at-
tends Exeter, saw the video and 
their perspectives changed — pos-
itively, of course,” said Bahnasy.

Hugo Solomon ’19, a student in 
Palfrey and Elliott’s section of U.S. 
History, met the reporters during 
class. 

“They did a really excellent job 
of portraying what the school re-
ally is. A ton of people, in general, 
get misled by statistics and tuition 
and alumni happenings, but this 
isn’t a place where you’re con-
stantly fighting to prove you’re the 
best. It’s so much more welcoming 
than that. It made me proud to be 
here,” said Solomon. 

The goal during the filming of 
Elliott and Palfrey’s classes was 
to make all students feel comfort-
able. Elliott said in an interview 
with The Phillipian that students 

should never feel pressured to 
speak to a journalist at any time, 
and to speak to an adult on cam-
pus if they are approached. 

Another student, Alice Rog-
ers ’19, met the reporters during 
her lunch period. Although she 
enjoyed their work, she wished 
that reporters had spent time 
with a larger variety of students. 
However, she expressed that the 
“Business Insider” team acquired 
a good sense of Andover’s values. 

In contrast, Elliott thought that 
too much emphasis was put on 
college admissions. 

Elliott said, “My perception of 
the article was that there was way 
too much of a focus on college ad-
missions. That wasn’t part of my 
remarks in any way, in terms of 
college admissions… Our conver-
sation was much more centered 
around that than any notion of 
[Andover] being a feeder school 
to any set of schools. I think the 
headline and some of the focus 
there was striking and surprising 
to me.” 

There were varying reactions 
to the video and article among stu-
dents as well.

Solomon said, “I thought the 

title was a little bit misleading. I 
mean, I’ve only been here for two 
months now, but it doesn’t seem 
like a super elitist, cutthroat, su-
per competitive school. I know 
the article doesn’t really portray 
us like that, but the title was some-
thing like ‘One of America’s Most 
Elite Boarding Schools.’ We are up 
there, definitely, but I don’t feel 
like that defines what our com-
munity is as much as some of the 
other aspects that I’ve seen so far.”

Peter Ling ’20 enjoyed the 
video, but thought it could have 
benefitted from input from more 
students.

He said, “I thought that David 
did a really good job showing the 
school, but I feel like maybe more 
students should have been speak-
ing in that rather than just one. I 
feel like the audience would have 
liked to get more feedback from 
the students. I mean Mr. Palfrey 
and Ms. Elliott’s words were good 
but I feel like it would have been 
more beneficial to also have more 
than just one student speaking.” 

GWEN ROBINSON & 
MARGOT HUTCHINS

Editor’s Note: This article 
originally ran on January 19, 
2018.

Editor’s Note: This article 
originally ran on January 12, 
2018.

Editor’s Note: This article 
originally ran on November 3, 
2017.
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HQ Trivia: Andover Students Test Their Wits for Cash Prizes

At 3:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. 
every day, particularly in the 
winter, Andover students and 
faculty alike dropped their 
work to play HQ Trivia, a live 
trivia game, for cash prizes.

The cell phone app has 
rapidly gained popularity on 
campus in recent months. Cre-
ated by Vine developers Rus 
Yusupov and Colin Kroll in 
2017, HQ Trivia challenges con-
testants to answer a series of 
12 questions correctly without 
making any errors. Cash priz-
es range from 2,000 dollars to 
a recent high of 18,000 dollars.

This high-stakes aspect of 
the game, combined with the 
uncertainty over whether an 
answer is correct, has moved 
students like Euan Luke ’21 to 
play.

“I love the thrill of not know-
ing if [an answer] is correct, 
and then I hear the amazing, 
invigorating sound, ‘ching,’ and 
then I see the bright green light 
in the answer,” said Luke.

HQ’s 12 questions have prov-
en to be challenging, and have 
motivated students like Sean 
Kim ’18 to minimize distrac-
tions, so he can play to the best 
of his ability.

Kim said, “I play HQ by my-
self. It is crucial to play in an 
environment in which I can 
devote 120 percent of my atten-
tion towards HQ.”

The difficulty of the ques-
tions did not stop Katie Wim-
mer ’21 from once answering all 
of them correctly. Wimmer was 
quick to admit, however, that 
luck played a significant role.

“Normally, I get to ques-

tion five or six, but one time I 
guessed the right answers from 
then on out. It was a lot of luck,” 
said Wimmer.

In an attempt to follow in 
Wimmer’s success, students 
have worked to pool their 
knowledge for victory. Since 
one of the two daily games oc-
curs at 3:00 p.m., students like 
Karoline Conte ’21 find time to 
compete between classes and 
sports.

Conte said, “I still like com-
peting against my friends. 
Track doesn’t start until 4:00 
p.m., so I usually play it at 
three. If I’m in the library at 
nine and other people are play-
ing it, I will start playing it, be-
cause I always forget to do it at 
three and nine unless there are 
people around.”

Kevin Graber, Senior Associ-
ate Director of Admission, has 
also made it to the elusive 12th 
question, although he didn’t 
find himself as lucky as Wim-
mer.

Graber said, “I made it to 
question 12 in my mother’s 
kitchen during Winter Break. I 
can’t remember the final ques-
tion. I do remember that I had 
no clue what the answer was, 
so I guessed and hoped for the 
best. It was a bit painful when 
I got it wrong. I was so close.”

Luke attributes the spread of 
the game to the competitive na-
ture of Andover students.

“It spread so quickly here at 
Andover because many of us 
are competitors, and it is fun 
to see who can go further be-
tween friends,” said Luke.

The recent HQ craze has 
grabbed the attention of facul-
ty, such as Graber, as well. Mar-
guerite Bednarcik, Instructor 
in Computer Science, claims to 

be one of many faculty HQ en-
thusiasts.

According to Bednarcik, she  
implements a strategy where 
she cooperates with her sister 
not only for the combined en-
joyment and bonding, but also 
in hopes of increasing their 
chances of winning the game. 

“If I’m just at home alone, 
I’ll FaceTime my sister during 
trivia, so we can play together. 
We’ll team up and try to answer 
the questions together, and if 
we don’t know an answer, we’ll 
pick two different ones, so we 
have a better chance of moving 
on,” said Bednarcik. 

Despite the rapid spread of 
the game throughout the An-
dover community, HQ is not 
a perfect app, as it has been 
known to experience technical 
difficulties. Quincy Cunning-
ham ’21 has found this aspect 
of the game to be frustrating, 
especially when it comes be-
tween him and his chance at 
the 2,000 dollar prize. 

Cunningham said, “I love to 
hate [HQ], and I hate to love it. 
It’s a great game, but it’s always 
bugging, and it always gets me 
eliminated, even though I got [a 
question] right.”

Bednarcik, although she 

notes that the game could be 
a passing fad, is going to enjoy 
HQ while it still excites the 
school community.

“I think trivia is always a fun 
dose of competition and to be 
able to play twice a day, live, 
with your friends only makes 
it that much more exciting. I’m 
not sure if this is just a passing 
phase, or if it will stick around 
for longer, but it’s been so fun 
in the meantime,” said Bednar-
cik.

STEVE NAM & ZACH 
MOYNIHAN
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The app HQ Trivia quickly became a phenomenon across campus. Here, Lohi Ehimiaghe ’21, Amy Chew ’20, Jacob 
Hudgins ’19, Elliot Min ’19, and Adam Peters ’19 faced a difficult question.

The Andover community 
joined the 2017-2018 Blue Key 
Heads the afternoon of Fri-
day, January 12, for the Snyder 
Center’s grand opening. The 
facility contains twelve new 
squash courts, a 200-meter 
indoor track, four courts that 
can accommodate basketball 
and tennis, a training room, 
locker facilities, multipurpose 
rooms, and designated study 
spaces. 

One of the main goals for 
the new facility is that it will 
serve as a community hub, 
drawing a broader student de-
mographic than just athletes, 
as all students are invited 
to work and socialize in the 
lounge areas on both floors. 

Saffron Agrawal ’21 said, 
“The Snyder Center is an 
amazing opportunity to prac-
tice track or squash while hav-
ing an open space to study. It’s 
just a really great environment 
that encourages integrating 
sports and academics.” 

Leon Modeste, Director of 
Athletics, says that the Snyder 
Center is also a very necessary 
upgrade as the old gymnasi-
um made schedules hectic for 
many student athletes.

“What was happening is 
our athletes, especially in the 
Winter Term, were getting 
back to study at 8:30 p.m. or 
9:00 p.m. because... the swim-
mers, the basketball players, 
the squash players were just 
jammed into a small space and 
the schedule was [crazy],” said 
Modeste.

The new facility has ex-
ceeded Modeste’s greatest ex-
pectations.

Modeste said, “It’s beyond 
our wildest dreams. It real-
ly turned out very, very well. 
Of course, there’s a learning 
curve; we’re going to see how 
it’s utilized and stuff like that 
but everyone that walks in 
here, the first thing they do, 
their jaw drops.”  

Rebecca Hession, director 
of Track and Field, says that 
the new track is more versa-
tile to accommodate indoor 
and outdoor track seasons and 

allows space for more events.
“The whole team was 

working out in a way that, in 
the Cage, it was really hard for 
the distance and sprinters and 
jumpers to all do workouts 
at the same time because the 
space was trickier. We didn’t 
have to modify anything to get 
the practice happening, it was 
so cool. We really put the fa-
cility to a test on the very first 
day of practice,” wrote Hes-
sion in an email to The Phil-
lipian.

Alexandra LeBaron ’20 
said, “I play for JV Squash 
team and it’s really nice for 
both the Varsity and JV to 
be practicing at the same 
time [in] these beautiful new 
courts.” 

Modeste said that the 
school’s next athletic project 
will focus on the construction 
of a new swimming pool for 
use by varsity teams. 

LeBaron said, “One of my 
good friends is on the water 
polo team and she was telling 
me how the pool in Borden is 
really shallow and they usually 
cannot host home matches, so 

I would say in a perfect world 
the new gym would have not 
only new squash courts and 
track and tennis courts but 
also include a new swimming 
pool as well as other facili-
ties.” 

Will Raphael ’18, one of the 
Blue Key Heads leading the 
event, said in an interview 

with The Phillipian, “It was 
definitely the first step in the 
progress to better our athletic 
facilities… I’m going to be do-
ing some running myself and 
I’m excited for that.”

NEWAZ RAHMAN & 
IRENE KWON

M.CALLAHAN/THEPHILLIPIAN
In addition to a new track and squash courts, the Snyder Center features study areas.

M. CALLAHAN/THEPHILLIPIAN
Students walked up snow-covered paths to the new Snyder Center.

M.CALLAHAN/THE PHILLIPIAN

The Snyder Center was available to students on January 12 after 15 months of construction.

SNYDER CENTER CELEBRATES
GRAND OPENING

J.BUEHLER/THEPHILLIPIAN
Andover celebrated the opening of the Snyder Center with its first Track 
and Field meet.

Editor’s Note: This article 
originally ran on January 12, 
2018.

Editor’s Note: This article 
originally ran on January 19, 
2018.
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At the age of four, Maria 
Toorpakai burned all her dress-
es and cut her hair to disguise 
herself as a boy. For the next ten 
years, Toorpakai lived among 
her neighbors under the new 
name “Genghis Khan.” 

Toorpakai, the former num-
ber-one female squash player 
in Pakistan, spoke at All-School 
Meeting (ASM) on Wednesday, 
January 31. In her talk, Toorpa-
kai detailed her life as an athlete 
who faced adversity due to her 
gender.

“If you are going through 
tough times in your life, if you 
are not accepted or included, 
you have to have the confidence 
in yourself. Everyone is created 
with a special quality or gift, and 
you have to explore that. Each of 
you has a purpose on this Earth, 
and you need to accomplish 
that,” said Toorpakai during 
ASM.

During her time on campus, 
Toorpakai played an exhibition 
match against John Roberts, 
Director of Squash, at the Sny-
der Center. Roberts expressed 
his hope that students will learn 
from Toorpakai’s journey.

Roberts said, “Off of the court, 
I think [Toorpakai]’s a great per-
son to learn from, as someone 

who essentially came from noth-
ing and didn’t have the same op-
portunity that so many of these 
kids have. We’re in this incredi-
ble facility that just opened, and 
she had to practice against the 
wall of her bedroom. I definitely 
think we can learn a lot from her 
life and her story and become 
more appreciative of what we 
have.”

According to Toorpakai, her 
father named her Genghis Khan 
the day she cut her hair. Instead 
of reprimanding Toorpakai, he 
took to supporting her pursuits 
in athletics. Living in a Tali-
ban-controlled Pakistani village, 
Toorpakai was not able to play 
sports without pretending to be 
male. Toorpakai said that she did 
not have the same opportunities 
as her male relatives. 

“One thing that resonated 
with me was the lack of confor-
mity she had. The fact that she 
was the second-best weight-
lifter in all of Pakistan for both 
men and women when she was 
a teenager is just incredible. It’s 
very moving and inspiring to 
hear that she wasn’t held back 
by any of the conformities that 
were placed on her by society,” 
said Margot Hutchins ’20.

After beginning her athlet-
ic career as a weightlifter at 12 
years of age, Toorpakai soon 
transitioned into playing squash. 

After revealing her gender iden-
tity, however, Toorpakai began 
to face increased difficulty at 
practice and in her daily life. 

Toorpakai said, “[People] 
started using abusive language 
and actions. Men of all ages 
would bully me. The shopkeep-
ers started treating me very dis-
respectfully. I couldn’t buy any-
thing, I couldn’t help my family, 
and I didn’t have any friends left. 
Every day, some guy would 
behave inappropriately at the 
courts.”

When the Taliban began tar-
geting athletes in her village, 
Toorpakai stayed inside her 
house for three years. She prac-
ticed squash against her bed-
room walls while sending thou-
sands of emails to Canadian and 
United States squash academies, 
hoping to get a job as a coach. Af-
ter three years of sending emails, 
she finally received an opportu-
nity to go to Canada.

Reverend Anne Gardner, 
Protestant Chaplain and Direc-
tor of Spiritual and Religious 
Life, who helped bring Toorpa-
kai to campus, said, “[Her story] 
is a tale of enormous courage in 
the face of truly grave danger 
[and] significant threats to her 
own life and to her family. It’s 
the story of her love for her own 
religious tradition, Islam, and 
her family’s adherence to that 

tradition, but what it means to 
live where the tenets of that re-
ligion are skewed.”

Toorpakai, who now travels 
as spokesperson and has recent-
ly published a book, “A Different 
Kind of Daughter,” said that she 
hopes Andover students to use 
their strength and uniqueness 
to contribute to improving the 
world. 

Toorpakai said, “I hope for 
the students that all their life 
they will try to become better 
humans… At the same time, they 

must understand that we cannot 
work alone. We have to reach out 
to those who need help. We can’t 
just be selfish. We have to take 
care of the other people who are 
ignorant or who need. We have 
to teach them. Although I know 
it will be difficult — they will 
have anger, all of those emotions 
— that is where the importance 
of education comes in.”

Approximately 200 people 
filled Shawsheen Square for a 
protest on Sunday, January 21, 
organized one year after the 
Women’s March on Washing-
ton. Andover students and fac-
ulty attended the march, which 
was hosted by the Andover Area 
Solidarity Group.

“I was really glad that I got 
the chance to go. I went last 
year in Boston with the school 
and a bunch of my friends. That 
experience was so powerful 
that I’m glad that I could relive 
it closer to campus,” said Bailey 
Colon ’18.

Although the march last 
year was in protest of Don-
ald Trump’s election, this year 
marchers decided to highlight 
the importance of voting, par-
ticularly in November’s upcom-
ing midterm elections.

Lilia Cai-Hurteau, marcher 
and Chair of the Chinese and 

Japanese Departments said, 
“The idea of ‘power to the polls’ 
is what will actually change 
things. You can march and 
march and march and protest 
and the president is tweeting 
things like, ‘Oh, what a nice day 
for women to go out and march.’ 
You don’t feel like you’re get-
ting to him or anything. I think 
the idea of getting people out 
to vote is the most important 
thing.”

In addition, the Andover 
march focused on the election 
of local politicians, such as State 
Senator Barbara L’Italien, who 
was in attendance.

“At the Andover march... 
they talked more about Ando-
ver politicians… last year it was 
more about the march and the 
protest for me than engaging in 
dialogue with city officials. This 
year, that was definitely more 
prominent,” Colon said.

Although the focus of the 
march was local politicians, 
Amiri Tulloch ’18 still found the 

community of protesters at the 
march to be inspiring.

“I feel like I’m going to take 
from this just a reaffirmation 
that there’s a larger community 
of activism that exists. Especial-
ly if you stay on campus for your 
entire time at Andover you be-
come familiar with the activists 
on campus but I think we might 
become disconnected from 
the larger network of activism 
outside the campus. I feel like 
going to a march… was still an 
opportunity to re-engage with 
activism outside of the smaller 
community,” said Tulloch.

Marchers held signs with 
messages such as “Stay woke,” 
“Grab ’em by the midterms,” 
and “Juntos con Planned Par-
enthood.” Katherine Wang ’21, 
who carried a sign that read 
“She the people,” felt marching 
was critical to being an Ameri-
can citizen.

“It’s kind of hard not to be 
an activist. Especially since the 
news is always changing and 
new stuff is always happen-
ing… I definitely look forward 
to expressing my beliefs in the 
future. Protests are patriotic,” 
Wang said.

Solby Lim ’18 agreed.
“As an activist and a feminist 

it’s really important for me to 
show my voice and be with peo-
ple who think like me and who 
are inspiring,” said Lim.

The Andover march orga-
nizers asked marchers to focus 
on giving a voice to underpriv-
ileged citizens, especially in af-
fluent areas such as Andover.

“We need to find ways to 
center the voices of women 
from our most marginalized 
communities and bring the is-
sues they face to the forefront, 
especially those of us living in 
areas where those voices are of-
ten drowned out by a privileged 
majority,” said the organizers of 
the march in a statement posted 

on their Facebook page.
Compared to last year, stu-

dents and faculty felt the atmo-
sphere around protesting has 
changed.

“I feel like the energy 
changed because last year… it 
was the day after Trump was 
elected so I felt like there was 
so much more electricity… peo-
ple were furious in the moment 
and I feel like now there’s still 
fury, but it’s more a resigned 
fury… But the electricity was 
still there in the sense that peo-
ple were still engaged,” Tulloch 
said.

However, Cai-Hurteau said 
she felt marching was not a suf-
ficient way to make change. 

“I went to the Women’s 
March in [Washington] last year 
with my family and it was a very 
powerful day. I feel like within 
this last year, I’ve participated 
in more marches, but… you al-
most a lot of times feel power-
less even if you are marching, 
it feels as if you are not doing 
enough,” she said.

Looking forward, some 
marchers intend to focus on dif-
ferent types of activism.

“I think just educating my-
self more on the things that I 
don’t know and then engaging 

in more dialogue with people on 
campus as well as people from 
home because they’re definite-
ly two completely different 
perspectives. Maybe having an 
open mind and just trying to 
learn from others and learn 
more about myself, too,” said 
Colon.

Cai-Hurteau brought her 
eight-year-old daughter, Kaya 
Cai-Hurteau, to the Women’s 
March on Washington last Jan-
uary as well.

“Ever since last year, she’s 
been to all the marches and pro-
tests with me… She, as a biracial 
child, has to figure out what her 
identity is and how she fits into 
all of this. Her political identi-
ty ties into all of that, so she is 
very interested… It’s important 
for her to feel like she’s par-
ticipating in political process 
even when she’s young,” Lilia 
Cai-Hurteau said.

“I can’t imagine coming here 
without her because it is really 
for her. She is the future and it’s 
going to be her world, it’s going 
to be our students’ world that 
we’re leaving. If they don’t par-
ticipate in it, we are not teach-

COURTESY OF CINDY ESPINOSA
Women’s marches were organized after the anniversary of Trump’s inau-
guration.

A Day of Protest: Andover Area Women’s March

ZACH MOYNIHAN AND 
AVA RATCLIFF

C.WAGGONER/THEPHILLIPIAN
Maria Toorpakai grew up in a Pakistani village controlled by the Taliban.

ASM: From Dressing as a Boy to Becoming Pakistan’s Top Squash Player

ALEXANDRA LEBARON

TEDxAndover Returns with “21st Century Citizen”

Twelve students shared their 
different perspectives on citizen-
ship at Andover’s second annual 
TEDx conference on Saturday, 
January 20. Tanvi Kanchinadam 
’19 and Amiri Tulloch ’18 co-host-
ed this year’s conference in con-
junction with the Tang Institute. 
Both were previously involved 
with TEDx — Kanchinadam was 
last year’s host, and Tulloch deliv-
ered a speech last year on online 
black activism.

“My [Junior] Year, I asked the 

Tang Institute to create this event 
through a proposal. I was able 
to bring it last year and as a host 
last year — we were able to orga-
nize it and bring it together,” said 
Kanchinadam.

Sarah Bakanosky, Project Co-
ordinator for the Tang Institute, 
has been working closely with 
Kanchinadam for the past two 
years to deliver the best confer-
ences possible.

“Tanvi, two years ago, brought 
us to this idea, and so we really 
just played a supportive role to 
the students, just helping get the 
TEDx license and helping con-

nect the student speakers with 
Stuart [Paap, who serves as an ad-
visor], and a lot of day-of logistics. 
We’re so happy and honored to 
help students for this event,” said 
Bakanosky.

The “x” in TEDx, denotes a 
more local experience than the 
large annual conference hosted by 
TED. It allows speakers to share 
ideas on a smaller scale and direct 
them to specific areas or institu-
tions.

In order to speak at the event, 
students had to go through an 
application process that included 
written essays and a two-minute 
interview.

“What we were looking for in 
our speakers was a passion… We 
weren’t looking for great public 
speakers because we were look-
ing for people who really truly 
enjoyed what they were talking 
about and could really and truly 
bring to life their experiences as a 
citizen,” said Kanchinadam.

“I think part of the reason why 
I applied is that I wanted an op-
portunity to force myself to sit 
down and get all of the thoughts 
that I was confused about on pa-
per and figure myself out,” said 
Junah Jang ’20, a speaker at this 
year’s conference.

Jang’s talk focused on stigmas 
related to optimism and cynicism, 
especially the presence of those at 
Andover.

The breadth of topics resonat-
ed with audience members, such 

as Jeannette Zhang ’21.
“I have a deeper understanding 

of how complex citizenship is be-
cause the talks were super diverse. 
There was one about domestic 
abuse, and there was another one 
about communication and social 
media, so it really opened my eyes 
to see how citizenship is really 
complicated, and we really can’t 
categorize it under one topic,” said 
Zhang.

Zhang, who frequently watch-
es TED Talks online, appreciated 
the virtual talks being brought to 
reality at Andover.

“I’ve watched lots of TED 
Talks online before, and it was-

really weird to see people my age 
delivering speeches that were so 
eloquent, and it was really good. 
So, a major takeaway for me is that 
anyone could do anything as long 
as they set their mind to it,” said 
Zhang.

Audience member Roma 
Kanchinadam valued the con-
cepts that were brought to Ando-
ver by the student speakers.

“I don’t know if I could do 
what those speakers are doing. It 
seems really difficult,” said Roma 
Kanchinadam.

SOPHIA LEE & ZACH 
MOYNIHAN

Photo Courtesy of Sam Sonzha; Photo-Ilustration I.LEE & T.CONRARDY/THEPHILLIPIAN
Co-hosts Amiri Tulloch ’18 and Tanvi Kanchinadam ’19.

COURTESY OF CINDY ESPINOSA

Cindy Espinosa ’18 held up a sign that said “White Supremacy Kills” at the 
Andover Area Women’s March.

Photo Courtesy of Sam Sonzha; Photo-Ilustration I.LEE & T.CONRARDY/THEPHILLIPIAN
Speakers Maeve Cucciol ’18 and Ignacy Jurjewicz ’20.

Editor’s Note: This article 
originally ran on January 26, 
2018.

Editor’s Note: This article 
originally ran on February 2, 
2018.

Editor’s Note: This article 
originally ran on January 26, 
2018.
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Blue Key Head Kisses Cancelled

Andover’s long tradition of 
Blue Key Head kisses was dis-
continued this year. On the 
morning of Tuesday, February 
13, one day before Valentine’s 
Day, Jennifer Elliott ’94, Dean 
of Students and Residential Life, 
sent an email on behalf of the 
Deans to announce this decision. 

The Deans wrote in the an-
nouncement email that there 
had been past members of An-
dover’s community who felt 
“triggered” by the tradition. 
The email listed these concerns 
as stemming from “the ways in 
which older students approach 
other students, the physical act 
of kissing, or the visible mark of 
these kisses.”

Elliott elaborated on these 
concerns in an interview with 
The Phillipian.  

“We always feel like our pri-
ority is students’ safety and well-
being, and we’re trying really 
hard to balance what some kids 
reflect as a tradition that feels 
joyful and fun and really well-in-

tentioned and what other folks 
feel could do potential harm,” 
said Elliott.

In the past, students would 
buy kisses from the Blue Key 
Heads for other students to re-
ceive on Valentine’s Day. In ad-
dition, Blue Key Heads would 
hand out chocolates, flowers, 
and “Extravaganzas,” elaborate 
performances that were unique 
to each Blue Key Head. Begin-
ning in 2016, the Blue Key Heads 
modified the tradition to include 
a request for consent from the 
recipient of each kiss.  

Despite the elimination of 
kisses this year, Blue Key Heads 
still dressed up and gave out 
hugs and candy to students on 
Wednesday, February 14.

“We shouldn’t take the ‘re-
peal’ of Blue Key Head kisses as a 
way to not celebrate Valentine’s 
Day. I think Valentine’s Day is a 
really fantastic opportunity to 
spread love in the community,” 
said Eastlyn Frankel ’18. 

Although he was still able to 
celebrate Valentine’s Day, Jeffrey 
Steele ’20 expressed his sympa-
thy for the 2018 Blue Key Heads 
not being able to carry out their 

tradition of kisses. 
“I know that they are very 

disappointed about it because 
they were looking forward to it. 
They had worked all this time 
to be a Blue Key Head and they 
only get to be it for one year. This 
is something they were looking 
forward to and it’s been ripped 
away from them, so I’m very dis-
appointed,” said Steele. 

Elliott clarified that the de-
cision to discontinue kisses was 
nothing personal against this 
year’s particular group of Blue 
Key Heads. 

“It’s really part of a much 
longer-standing conversation 
around our efforts to build a cul-
ture of respect and consent and 
inclusion and trying to figure out 
how to navigate and really move 
forward those efforts while 
maintaining fun and joyful tradi-
tions,” said Elliott.  

Prior to Elliott’s email an-
nouncement, several students 
had heard rumours regarding 
this decision. One student, Ab-
igail Enes ’18, created a petition 
on Change.org to appeal to the 
Deans in order to block the de-
cision. Within a day, the petition 

gained over 300 signatures.
“I started the petition be-

cause one of the reasons the 
Deans decided against keeping 
Blue Key head kisses was what 
they thought was a lack of stu-
dent support, and we wanted to 
show them that this was a tra-
dition that people loved on this 
campus,” said Enes.

According to Enes, some stu-
dents have issue with the cancel-
lation of the Blue Key Head kiss-
es because they felt that there 
was a lack of transparency from 
the administration and faculty 
involved. 

“Instead of having it be a 
discussion, it was more of them 
telling us what we were going to 
do,” said Enes. 

Chi Igbokwe ’21 said she felt 
similarly about the adminis-
tration’s actions, fearing that a 
change without communication 
to the student body would affect 
the relationship between stu-
dents and the administration.

“I just feel like this is an ex-
ample of adults overpowering 
students… and if things like this 
keep happening where adults 
just make executive decisions on 
a student issue without asking 
the students what their opinion 
is, then I feel like nothing’s ever 
going to be accurately reflected 
of the student body,” said Igbok-
we.

Kathryn McQuade, Instructor 
in English, said that she sympa-
thized with the administration’s 
decision to change the tradition, 
noting that the controversy sur-
rounding the decision provides 
an opportune moment to begin a 
dialogue about consent. 

“Any time a tradition is ques-
tioned because it makes people 
uncomfortable, that’s a great 
moment to pause and ask where 
that discomfort comes from. For 
many, I think the discomfort 
comes from the way the kissing 
tradition asks students to prac-
tice problematic forms of con-
sent: saying yes to an intimacy 

they haven’t asked for in a public 
venue where it’s hard to say no. 
This is by no means a criticism of 
the Blue Key Heads nor of any-
one who sent kisses to friends. 
Everyone involved in the buying, 
selling, and receiving of kisses 
undoubtedly has good inten-
tions,” said McQuade. 

Frankel said she hopes that 
faculty and student relationships 
will be given the opportunity to 
improve under the new perspec-
tives provided by the adminis-
trative change. 

“I would also take this oppor-
tunity to think more about the 
relationships and the communi-
cation that [students] have with 
faculty members here, because 
I think that faculty do a lot for 
students that students don’t see, 
and I think students want to get 
to know faculty members better 
as well, and want to forge better 
connections and better relation-
ships,” said Frankel.

Elliott urged students to initi-
ate this conversation and to pos-
itively express their frustrations 
with the administration. 

“I think this group of leaders 
is committed to engaging in that 
conversation after February 14 
and so we’re working together to 
figure out how and when to have 
those conversations… I hope kids 
can figure out really constructive 
ways to channel their frustration 
and I hope it doesn’t interfere 
with their ability to enjoy Valen-
tine’s Day,” said Elliott.

Elliott continued, “I want to 
invite the student body to engage 
in conversation, to share their 
thoughts, and to share them with 
adults on campus. I think that 
any time we can have conversa-
tion on this campus around re-
spect and consent and inclusion, 
I’m up for it.”

SOPHIA LEE & 
ZAINA QAMAR

RelPhil Teachers Shadow Students for a Day

After finishing a chemistry 
test second period, Andrew 
Housiaux, Instructor and 
Chair of Philosophy and Re-
ligious Studies, took out his 
phone and began vlogging his 
experience. In addition to oth-
er teachers in his department, 
Housiaux became an Andover 
student for a day by following 
a student, in his case, Robert 
De Jesus ’20, to all of his class-
es.

“As a department, we all de-
cided to shadow a student. We 
wanted to better understand 
what it was like to be a student 
here, and we thought a great 
way to do this would be to 
follow a student for their aca-
demic day,” wrote Housiaux in 
an email to The Phillipian.

Kurt Prescott, Instructor 
in Philosophy and Religious 
Studies, said there is a dras-
tic difference between simply 
looking at a student’s schedule 
and actually shadowing the 
student’s experience.

“I think that even though 
we were all students at one 
point, it’s really easy to forget 
what it is like to be a student… 
I think that the reality is that, 
as teachers, we’re tasking our 
students with doing certain 
things, and in order to un-
derstand how those impact 
our students individually, we 
need to have a better sense 
as to how that fits within the 
whole,” said Prescott.

Prescott completed his 
shadow day last May at Ando-
ver as part of an assignment 
through the Klingenstein Sum-
mer Institute at the Columbia 
University Teachers College. 
From his shadow day, Prescott 
learned from both teachers 
and students and even began 
implementing new teaching 
methods into his own classes.

“When visiting the Astron-
omy Research course, I was 
immediately struck by the 
level of student autonomy on 
display in the classroom. De-
spite the fact that there was 
no prescribed agenda for that 
particular class meeting, each 
student knew exactly what 
they were supposed to be do-
ing at that point in time. It was 
a different sort of engagement 
than I had encountered previ-
ously, and it was one that stu-
dents had bought into,” wrote 
Prescott in an email to The 
Phillipian.

Prescott also began to mod-
el his course on monotheism 
around more project-based 
learning after seeing similar 
methods at work in the As-
tronomy Research class.

As a new faculty member, 
Kiran Bhardwaj, Instructor 
in Philosophy and Religious 
Studies, shadowed Ishaan 
Mundra ’20 in October. Ac-
cording to Bhardwaj, she saw 
the shadow day as a good time 
to reflect and empathize with 
students. She also noted the 
drastic differences between 

the lives of teachers and stu-
dents at Andover, and how 
these discrepancies can great-
ly contribute to one’s perspec-
tive of the school.

“Your life going through 
the world at Andover is real-
ly different than my life going 
through the world at Andover. 
You walk from class to class, I 
stay in the same place. You’re 
sitting most of the time [in 
class], while I’ll be moving 
around and pacing. So I think 
it’s just generally helpful to be 
able to think about the pace of 
life and what it looks like from 
a student’s eye view… It’s been 
a long time since I’ve been a 
highschooler… It’s just a nice 
reminder, even for teachers 
who are really good at their 
craft,” said Bhardwaj.

Bhardwaj  continued, “I was 
tired by the end of the day, and 
I didn’t even follow [Mundra] 
to sports or after-school activ-
ities or anything along those 
lines. You have my sympathies. 
You’re all amazing at what you 
do.”

According to De Jesus, 
shadow days are a great way 
for teachers to gain a better 
understanding of students’ 
lives.

“I think it’s a great experi-
ence, and I think it’s important 
for teachers to understand the 
things that every student goes 
through every day and the 
stress and what goes on in the 
classroom, how we interpret 
it, and how we understand 

what’s going on while [living] 
at Andover,” said De Jesus.

Housiaux was especially 
struck by his experience in De 
Jesus’ advising period.

“[Terrell Ivory ’00, Assis-
tant Director of Admissions,] 
is Rob’s advisor, and he had 
us write and reflect and talk 
to each other. It was clear that 
there was a warm communi-
ty in that advising group, and 
I valued it a lot. It made me 
wonder how we might pro-
vide more opportunities for 
students to reflect and build 
community in that kind of 
low-pressure setting,” wrote 
Housiaux.

Both Prescott and Bhard-
waj said they were surprised 
to find out what students did 
during conference period. For 
teachers, it’s a time for stu-
dents to get help and ask ques-
tions, but many are unsure of 
what students do when they’re 
not going to conference.

“I was not expecting how 
useful conference period is 
as a block of free time. So on 
my end, I view it as this is the 
time when students come talk 
to me… But the reality is that 
not every student needs to use 
conference period to go meet 
with teachers. To have 40 
minutes of unstructured time 
in the morning I think is really 
important, one because it gives 
students a break from just go-
ing from class to class to class 
to class,” said Prescott.

Bhardwaj said, “Of course, 

the students who go to confer-
ence are going to conference et 
cetera, but you all go to [Pares-
ky Commons]. I never thought 
about it until I was following 
Ishaan around, and we went 
to commons. We got coffee. 
Things like that, thinking 
about the pace and the rhythm 
of the school day for you all, it 
was really helpful.”

Mundra said that he be-
lieves all teachers should try 
to shadow students.

“Often teachers have one 
opinion of how students feel 
during the day, but they don’t 
have the whole perspective. 
Teachers could even use the 
information they learn during 
the day and incorporate it into 
their teaching styles,” wrote 
Mundra in an email to The 
Phillipian.

Since publishing this arti-
cle, Prescott embarked on an-
other shadow day in February. 
In the future, Bhardwaj has 
made it a goal to go through 
at least one shadow day every 
year.

Prescott said, “Part of it is 
just recognizing that there are 
almost 1,200 students here 
who all have very different 
experiences of this place, so 
shadowing one student is go-
ing to give me one snapshot. 
Another one’s going to give me 
a very different perspective.”

RACHEL CHANG

ASM: Reporter Stephanie Gosk ’90 Speaks on Matt Lauer Expose

Reporters don’t often get 
calls from the president of the 
NBC News Division at 5:00 
a.m., Stephanie Gosk ’90 said. 
However, Gosk, an investiga-
tive reporter for NBC News, 
received such a call to learn 
about the firing of Matt Lauer, 
former “Today” show co-host, 
from NBC due to an inappro-
priate sexual relationship.

“And I responded, very 
professionally, ‘Oh shit,’” said 
Gosk.  

During All-School Meeting 
(ASM) on January 24, Gosk 
spoke about her experience 
covering stories around sex-
ual abuse and harassment. 
Through her stories, Gosk 
showed how such events im-
pact women in her industry. 

Susan Lee ’19 said, “She was 
ridiculously well-spoken… 
in navigating an issue that is 
very sensitive and an issue 
that causes you to be cautious 
about language itself. She pre-
sented in a way that was un-
derstandable to people who 
are already well-cautioned 

about their language on sexu-
al misconduct and people who 
aren’t.”

Back in November, NBC 
fired Lauer, a well-known 
figure in television morning 
news, for allegations of sexu-
al harassment. Gosk had been 
assigned to investigate Lauer 
in the workplace of her own 
employer, NBC. 

Carolyn Song ’21 said that 
Gosk’s message to students 
was clear and that focusing on 
Lauer’s case was a good way 
to illustrate her point.

“She spent a lot of time 
talking about this specific 
case and how it affected her 
industry at that time and how 
we should behave as a whole 
in the workspace. She also 
said that what she was trying 
to do is to define what makes 
[actions] wrong even though 
they aren’t technically ille-
gal,” said Song.

Gosk highlighted the need 
to prevent sexual misconduct 
in the workplace, illustrating 
the toll that power dynamics 
have on women in her indus-
try. Gosk said that defining 
boundaries in workplaces is 

essential to achieve gender 
equality. 

“Imagine a situation where 
there are two junior-level 
people, a young woman and a 
young man. They’ve just start-
ed off. They’re cutting their 
teeth and looking forward to 
a long career, and the boss is 
having a sexual relationship 
with the young woman. Now, 
she’s an adult, so it’s consen-
sual,” said Gosk.

“Now if this young woman 
gets the promotion, it will be, 
as everyone will say, because 
she’s sleeping with the boss. If 
she doesn’t get the promotion, 
she’ll probably think, ‘Oh, it’s 
because I’m sleeping with the 
boss.’ The young man, how-
ever, is going to be evaluated 
on his merits. Does he have a 
future? Is he promising? Does 
he deserve to have that job?” 
said Gosk.

Gosk continued, “Think 
about what that does to the 
playing field in the work-
place, where we all hope and 
want to be treated equally and 
on our merits. Suddenly, this 
becomes a conversation about 
equality in the workplace, and 

how do we make sure that 
the best people are treated on 
their merits?”

Gosk also included differ-
ent anecdotes from her career 
to illustrate her point, such as 
reporting on the recent case 
of Larry Nassar, USA Gym-
nastics doctor, who was sen-
tenced this Wednesday for 
possession of child pornogra-
phy and sexual abuse, accord-
ing to “The New York Times.” 
After covering several other 
stories, Gosk’s beat became 
reporting on sexual assault 
and misconduct.

“Sometimes in journalism, 
you don’t choose the beat, the 
beat chooses you, and this is 
a really good example of that. 
I had covered sexual miscon-
duct in the past… but then it 
became the focus of what I 
was doing,” said Gosk.

Many students interviewed 
said that Gosk’s presentation 
helped contextualize the sto-
ries of the “Weinstein Effect” 
and drive the importance of 
standing against pervasive 
sexual abuse and misconduct 
home for students at Andover. 

Gordon Paiva ’20 said, “She 

taught us the danger of being 
ambivalent towards issues 
of sexual assault using her 
own personal experiences. I 
thought her recount of memo-
rable events made the presen-
tation feel very authentic.”

STEVE NAM & NOLAN SUN
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Stephanie Gosk ’90 has worked at 
NBC News since 2006.

M.CALLAHAN/THEPHILLIPIAN
Abby Enes ’18 applies lipstick in front of the Paresky Commons mirrors. Despite the cancellation of Blue Key Head 
kisses this year, some students wore red lipstick and gave kisses throughout the day. 

Editor’s Note: This article 
originally ran on February 16, 
2018.

Editor’s Note: This article 
originally ran on January 26, 
2018.

Editor’s Note: This article 
originally ran on January 26, 
2018.
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SPRING TERM IN REVIEW

Andover’s cherry blossom tree 
stood in full bloom on May 2 as 
cookies were served in celebra-
tion of springtime. By May, the 
long New England winter had 
started to wind down, and stu-
dents launched into the last few 
weeks of school. 

Co-Presidential elections and 
numerous student-led marches 
marked an eventful Spring Term.

After student voting polls 
closed on March 21, Keely Aouga 
’19 and Nick Demetroulakos ’19 
celebrated their win as the Stu-
dent Body Co-Presidents for the 
2018-2019 academic year. Their 
campaign entailed a long process 
of collecting signatures, cam-
paigning, debating, and planning.

As a response to the shooting at 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High 
School in Parkland, Fla. in which 
17 people were killed, two hun-
dred Andover students protested 
gun violence in the nationwide 
March for Our Lives on March 24. 

Haben Girma, disability rights 
activist and the first deaf-blind 
person to graduate from Harvard 
Law School, visited Andover and 
spoke during All-School Meet-
ing (ASM) on March 28. Girma 
encouraged students to advocate 
for themselves and for others and 
become more inclusive of every-
one. She has been honored by 
former President Barack Obama 
as a White House Champion of 

Change and by “Forbes” maga-
zine’s “30 Under 30” list.

Andover Competitive En-
gineering Society prepared for 
the Formula One (F1) in Schools 
competition by designing, manu-
facturing, and racing a F1 racing 
car powered by a CO2 cartridge. 
In addition, the team created a Pit 
Booth portfolio that detailed the 
design of the team’s car as well 
as how funding was acquired to 
manufacture the car.

The Office of Admission 
buzzed with activity when new-
ly admitted Andover students 
toured campus on the Revisit Day 
of March 26, March 30, April 2, 
and April 6. According to Vivien 
Mallick, Director of Admission 
Operations, the main goal of the 
revisit day was to allow accepted 
applicants to experience a day in 
the life of an Andover student.

State representative Juana Ma-
tias and legal aid attorney Tram 
Nguyen spoke at an event co-host-
ed by Alianza Latina, Out of the 
Blue, Women’s Forum, Asian 
Women Empowerment, PA Dem-
ocrats, and Asian Society on April 
3. Matias and Nguyen are running 
for office to be the U.S. Represen-
tative for the Third Congressional 
District and the State Representa-
tive of the Eighteenth Essex Dis-
trict, respectively. 

In April, Andover launched its 
annual Green Cup Challenge, a 
school-wide campaign for energy 
conservation, which lasted from 
April 1 to April 28. The challenge 

was an intra-cluster competition 
for energy and food sustainabili-
ty. Over the month, decreases in 
energy usage were measured, and 
the top dorms from each Cluster 
won Chipotle munches.

With the goal of feeding more 
than 100,000 people, Andover 
hosted a meal packing event in 
collaboration with Rise Against 
Hunger, an international hunger 
relief non-profit organization, on 
April 8. Each meal packed will 
help feed a family of four, and 
this year, community members 
packed 25,000 meals.

On April 19, a student-led walk-
out recognized the nineteenth an-
niversary of the 1999 Columbine 
High School shooting and to pro-
test congressional, state, and local 
failure to prevent gun violence in 
the U.S. The administration did 
not grant free cuts or day excuses 
as a means to motivate authentic 
student participation, according 
to Jennifer Elliott ’94, Dean of Stu-
dents and Residential Life.

Media company Wong Fu 
Productions, an group with over 
three million subscribers on You-
tube, was the keynote speakers 
for this year’s Asian-American 
Footsteps Conference (AAFC) at 
Deerfield Academy. Andover stu-
dents joined students from other 
secondary schools in the New 
England area in attending various 
workshops and watching a per-
formance by a K-pop dance group 
from the University of Massachu-
setts.

This year’s Means Essay Prize 
finalists, Emily Sanchez ’18, Mat-
thew Cline ’19, and Andie Pinga 
’19, shared their essays in Kem-
per Auditorium on April 18. The 
Means Essay is one of Andover’s 
oldest writing competitions, and 
was first awarded in 1868. The 
English Department has contin-
ued to select one winner each year 
to be awarded 150 dollars for their 
work. This year, Sanchez was the 
final winner of the Means Prize.

Organized by Nicholas Kip ’60, 
Instructor in Classics, a group of 
nine Latin students journeyed to 
New York City to see Greek and 
Roman art at the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art on April 15. The 
trip focused on ancient and clas-
sical art, and students were also 
allowed to look around the rest of 
the museum towards the end of 
the day. One of the features from 
the trip, according to Kip, was see-
ing a monumental statue of Ath-
ena was on loan to the Met from 
Germany; to him, it was a “once-
in-a-lifetime experience.”

On April 19, the Andover com-
munity gathered for Take Back 
the Night, a march focused on 
eradicating all forms of sexual 
and gender-based violence. The 
event was led by Blue Key Heads 
and Drumline, and once students 
finished walking from Sam Phil to 
Abbot Circle, they formed a ring 
and listened to student musical 
groups Azure, Keynotes, The Yor-
kies, and Gospel Choir perform 
“Quiet” by MILCK.

Over 300 community members 
gathered for Andover’s first Out of 
the Darkness Walk (OOTD) on 
April 22. The walk, which brought 
awareness to mental health issues 
and destigmatize mental illness, 
raised a total of nearly 35,000 dol-
lars. According to Lisa Joel, Direc-
tor of Enrollment Management 
and Organizer of the OOTD walk, 
half of the money will go to the 
American Foundation for Suicide 
Prevention and the other half will 
be put back into Andover to sup-
port mental health programming 
on campus.

In the school’s annual celebra-
tion of Earth Week, EcoAction, 
Andover’s environmental advoca-
cy club, hosted a number of events. 
Beginning on Earth Day, April 22, 
and taking place throughout the 
week, activities included planting 
seeds, building models for sus-
tainable energy, and watching en-
vironmental movies.

In celebration of the Fiftieth 
Anniversary of the Afro-Lat-
inx-American Society (Af-Lat-
Am), members of the Andover 
community participated in several 
festivities held over the past week-
end. The event began on April 27 
with an alumnus–student basket-
ball game and a formal dinner in 
the Snyder Center.

Editor’s Note: Keely Aouga is a 
Commentary Editor for The Phil-
lipian.  Andie Pinga is a Managing 
Editor for The Phillipian.

RACHEL CHANG

The Rising Storm: Andover Band Garners Cult Following

Living together in Bishop 
House South, the members of the 
band Rising Storm could never 
have imagined their future suc-
cess. But now, 50 years later, the 
band has gained worldwide rec-
ognition. 

The Rising Storm album “Calm 
Before...” is considered a prime ex-
ample of 1960s garage rock, and 
an original copy can go for 7,000 
dollars on the collector’s market. 
Now, a documentary about the 
band is set for release before the 
end of 2018.

The band consists of Tony 
Thompson ’67 on lead vocals and 
guitar, Bob Cohan ’67 on guitar, 
Todd Cohen ’67 on bass, Charlie 
Rockwell ’67 on keyboard, Tom 
Scheft ’67 on drums, and Richard 
Weinberg ’67 on guitar and vocals. 
The group still gets together regu-
larly to rehearse and perform.

The Rising Storm formed out 
of the Bishop Buddies Association 
Jug Band (BBA). 

Cohen said, “We were all in 
Bishop South, and the entire dorm, 
I’m guessing it was maybe 20 peo-
ple,  had a jug band. We played all 
kinds of strange instruments, like 
a washtub bass — a big jug filled 
with water that you blow into to 
make a sound — mouth harps, 
harmonicas, a guitar. I think Tom 
drummed on a guitar case.”

After the BBA performed one 
Saturday in George Washington 
Hall, the six members of the Ris-
ing Storm, then Lowers, realized 
that they enjoyed being on stage 
and decided to form a legitimate 
band. Originally, they called them-
selves the Remnants. 

Weinberg said, “In those days, 
during Lower Year, we had to 
take Bible all year. At some point 
in the Bible, God promises that a 

remnant of Israel would return. In 
the band, four of us out of six were 
Jewish, and in those days there 
were not a lot of Jews at Andover. 
We decided that we were the rem-
nants of the jug band, but we were 
also Jewish and we had that Bib-
lical authority behind us — that a 
remnant would come and do great 
things, and we could become a 
great rock band.”

The band renamed itself the 
Rising Storm during their Senior 
Fall, also finding inspiration for 
the new title in an Andover class.

“The thing is, one of the rock 
bands that we idolized was called 
the Remains. We started our ‘Calm 
Before’ album with one of their 
greatest songs, ‘Don’t Look Back.’ 
We decided that the Remnants 
was too close to the Remains, and 
Senior Year we had to take Ameri-
can history. One of the headings in 
our book was ‘The Rising Storm of 
Revolution.’ We thought it had all 
sorts of wonderful connotations, 
so that’s how we got the name,” 
said Weinberg.

During their time at Andover, 
the band would often practice in 
Graves Hall. Rockwell says they 
often had to break in to do so. In 
their opinion, the rehearsal spaces 
in Graves were reserved for classi-
cal musicians, and the Music De-
partment was not welcoming to 
rock bands.

Rockwell said, “Rock and roll 
was not looked upon favorably, 
so the rehearsal spaces in Graves 
were essentially for the cellos and 
string quartets, and so we would 
sneak in there to practice. To 
do that, one of us would go into 
Graves, go downstairs, and unlock 
one of the windows. And then 
at night, of course, no one was in 
Graves. We would open that win-
dow and climb through.”

Breaking into Graves and oth-
er memorable moments from the 

band’s time at Andover will be 
recreated in “Calm Before...,” an 
upcoming documentary about the 
Rising Storm’s success. Thompson 
says that the director of the film, 
Andy Brier, plans to submit the 
documentary to several festivals. 
Although Brier does not know ex-
actly which festivals yet, Thomp-
son has heard talk of submissions 
to the Telluride Film Festival, 
South by Southwest, and several 
other competitions in North Car-
olina, Massachusetts, and Europe.

“We’ve learned that nothing 
is certain in the world of mov-
ie-making until it actually hap-
pens,” Thompson wrote in an 
email to The Phillipian.

Weinberg said, “We had a big 
Pot Pourri end-of-year photo-
shoot on the Great Lawn, and they 
reenacted that as well. The picture 
was in the yearbook of us all sit-
ting on the wall. In some parts, the 
filmmakers very cleverly intercut 
pictures of us and the actors reen-
acting it. We’ve all seen the rough 
cut, but it’s been edited down to 
about 30 minutes.” 

Scheft says he had a significant 
role in the development of the 
documentary, as he knew the di-
rector from summer camp.

Scheft said, “I was a critical 
component [of the documentary] 
in terms of things actually taking 
shape. Andy Brier, the director of 
the documentary, and I had gone 
to summer camp together a mil-
lion years ago. We’d been camp-
ers and counselors and even color 
war coaches. Then we’d gone our 
separate ways, probably in the late 
’60s. I believe his brother Bobby, 
who was older and had also gone 
to the camp, heard about the leg-
end of the Storm, recognized my 
name, and then pitched the idea 
to Andy.”

Thompson said that the band 
does not want the documentary 

to be a publicity piece, and refused 
the director’s offer to let band 
members have creative control. 
Thus, the documentary has been 
produced entirely under the di-
rection of the documentarians.

Thompson said, “The docu-
mentarian got in touch with us 
about three years ago because he 
wanted us to be the subject of his 
movie. We had to reach an agree-
ment with him because he wanted 
us to have some creative control, 
but we were not interested in 
making a vanity film. We didn’t 
want it to be an advertisement. 
So we said no, and we would only 
consider it if he had total creative 
control.”

Although the documentary 
chronicles the band’s outstanding 
achievements over the years, for 
many of the band members, the 
initial success of the album came 
as a shock. After going off to col-
lege and starting careers, they 
had no idea of their underground 

success until 1981, when a report-
er wrote an article about their 
album’s collectability. After the 
article was published, the band 
decided to get back together.

Cohan said, “I didn’t really take 
it seriously when I found out how 
successful the record was. Then, 
we were performing at a club in 
Brooklyn, and some kid came up 
to Tony and started telling him 
how his song had saved his life af-
ter he had broken up with his girl-
friend. He said he played it over 
and over again in his room alone, 
and it helped him get through a 
really hard time in his life. That’s 
when I first began to realize that 
this record was more than the sum 
of its parts, and that we’d done 
something special here.”

 

ALEXANDRA LEBARON

Andy Housiaux to Lead Tang Institute as New Currie Family Director

Andy Housiaux, Instructor and 
Chair in Philosophy and Religious 
Studies, has been announced the 
second Currie Family Director 
of the Tang Institute, an ideas lab 
dedicated to student learning. 

Succeeding Caroline Nolan, the 
current director, Housiaux will 
carry on the Tang Institute’s vision 
to create meaningful learning and 
teaching experiences for students 
and teachers. 

“I am humbled and honored 
by this appointment. The Tang 
Institute offers the opportunity 
for [Andover] to make possible 
our longtime ideals of Non Sibi 
and Youth From Every Quarter 
by joining them to newer convic-
tions: a commitment to equity and 
inclusion, ongoing learning and 
professional growth, and collabo-
ration with partners near and far,” 
wrote Housiaux in an email to The 
Phillipian. 

Housiaux continued, “I look 
forward to the opportunity to 
build upon the superb work of 
Caroline Nolan and help guide the 
Tang Institute in its next phase of 
reflection and growth.”

Head of School John Palfrey 
P’21 expressed excitement for 
Housiaux’s new role as Direc-
tor, noting that Housiaux’s time 
leading the Tang Institute will be 
informed by his experience as an 
educator. 

“I think [Mr. Housiaux] is a 
wonderful successor to Ms. Nolan, 

in part because he has been a class-
room teacher here and has been a 
department chair. And I think Ms. 
Nolan has done a completely per-
fect job as the founding director, 
and I think, for the second phase, 
to have someone with Mr. Housi-
aux’s teaching background here 
will bring a slightly different em-
phasis in a way that could be very, 
very positive. I think he will also 
build upon the work that the Tang 
Institute has done in terms of pro-
jecting outward,” said Palfrey.

As the first Currie Family Di-
rector of the Tang Institute, No-
lan said that her initial goals were 
to simply learn about and create 
a platform for educators in their 
work of learning and growth. 

“I work with a bunch of dif-
ferent collaborators on campus 
to support these faculty fellows 
to try and think about the most 
effective ways to grow these proj-
ects, to share what we’re learning, 
to assess their impact, and ideally, 
where it works, to be in conver-
sation with other educators and 
practitioners who are thinking 
about similar ideas and similar 
projects,” said Nolan. 

Oscar Tang ’56, the main donor 
for the Tang Institute, said that he 
wanted the Tang Institute to be 
able to make Andover’s resources 
accessible to people outside of the 
Andover community. Tang, who 
served as President of the Board 
of Trustees from 2004 to 2012, 
played a crucial role in founding 
the Tang Institute as well as im-
plementing Andover’s need-blind 

policy. 
Tang said, “When I was Pres-

ident of the Board [of Trustees], 
I struggled with the concept of 
equal opportunity, if you will. And 
so we implemented the need-
blind policy for the school in order 
to try to level the playing field for 
the students that were actually 
here… But it always struck me 
that, for such a privileged institu-
tion as we are, we have such re-
sources and we have such — not 
only financial but in terms of in-
tellectual — capability among the 
faculty and students, that for me, it 
was important that we find a way 
to protect that capability more 
broadly to the rest of the world.”

“It’s important that we have 
access for the students that are ac-
tually here, but it’s also important 
that we have access to the resourc-
es that we have here to others as 
well,” continued Tang.

Agnes Hsu-Tang, former pro-
fessor in Chinese archaeology at 
Brown University and Tang’s wife, 
commended Andover’s philoso-
phy of Youth From Every Quarter 
and noted how the Tang Institute 
is integral to Andover’s fulfillment 
of that ideal. 

“[Tang] had always told me 
that Andover’s motto is Youth 
From Every Quarter, and I always 
thought that the Tang Institute 
was to bring youth to every quar-
ter. So, not only that you’re taking 
the best from everywhere, [but] 
you’re bringing them — you’re 
proliferating the spirit to every-
where else,” said Hsu-Tang.

Palfrey likened the Tang Insti-
tute’s goals to the Roman god Ja-
nus, emphasizing the importance 
of the two-fold distribution of 
Andover’s mission, assisted by the 
Tang Institute. 

“The Roman god Janus is often 
depicted with faces in two direc-
tions… I think of the Tang Insti-
tute in that way. It faces inward 
— it faces the 1,100 students who 
come here — but it also faces out-
ward. And so — this may be on the 
Non Sibi end — it’s not necessar-
ily just for [students]. It’s also for 
kids who otherwise wouldn’t have 
a chance to experience Andover: 
students who would use the Khan 
Academy teaching materials that 
they developed here [or] kids who 
find the videos that have been cre-
ated in sciences. [These] are great 
ways to teach kids who interact 
with us through various partner-
ships [and] are ways in which, I 
think, the wealth of Andover can 
be projected outward as well as 
inward. To my mind, those things 
actually reinforce one another in 
a really positive way,” said Palfrey.

Before his appointment, Hou-
siax worked as a Tang Fellow on 
the Mindful Community Project. 
Throughout his time as a fellow, 
Housiaux has seen the implemen-
tation of mindfulness in the form 
of weekly meditation sessions 
and as integration into leadership 
training as well as into several 
schedules of sports teams. 

“For the past three years, I have 
been a Tang Fellow, where I have 
worked on the Mindful Commu-

nity project. This project aims to 
support students, staff, and faculty 
who wish to practice mindfulness 
to create a greater sense of emo-
tional balance and calm in their 
daily lives,” wrote Housiaux.

Housiaux continued, “In con-
crete terms, a number of different 
events take place on and off cam-
pus to support this project. There 
are four community meditation 
sessions a week, two for students 
and two for adults. [Andover Girls 
Soccer] sets aside practice time 
for mindfulness each week, and 
a range of other sports teams, in-
cluding Track & Field and Girls 
Squash, have also incorporated 
mindfulness and mental training 
into their practices. Student lead-
ership orientation programs have 
also had some mindfulness train-
ing, and that may be enhanced in 
years to come,” wrote Housiaux.

Palfrey said that he is excited 
for Housiaux’s role as Director of 
the Tang Institute and is especially 
looking forward to the innovation 
and new ideas that Housiaux will 
bring. 

“I am hugely excited. I am 
most excited about the ideas that I 
can’t think of right now. The point 
of having a center dedicated to 
creativity and innovation is that 
you’re putting out a call to brilliant 
people to come forward and to try 
something out. So I look forward 
to the unexpected,” said Palfrey. 

ZAINA QAMAR & 
SOPHIA LEE

COURTESY OF THE RISING STORM

The Rising Storm play at an Andover dance in 1967. From left: Todd Cohen 
’67, Richard Weinberg ’67, Tom Scheft ’67, Tony Thompson ’67, Charlie 
Rockwell ’67 (Bob Cohan ’67 not shown).

Editor’s Note: This article 
originally ran on April 13, 2018.

Editor’s Note: This article 
originally ran on May 4, 2018.
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39 Rings for 39 Years: 
Remembering the 50th 

Anniversary Of 
MLK’s Assassination

39 bell tolls rang across the 
nation and internationally on 
Wednesday, April 4, commem-
orating the 50th anniversary 
of the assassination of Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Andover’s Bell 
Tower took part in this cere-
mony, ringing at precisely 7:05 
p.m. 

To remember how the news 
of King’s death ‘rippled’ across 
the country, bells were stag-
gered in their tolling. 

The ‘wave’ of tolling bells 
began at the National Civil 
Rights Museum in Memphis, 
Tennessee at 7:00 p.m, fol-
lowed by ringings in several 
other states. 

Through this event, Ando-
ver students and faculty re-
membered the life and legacy 
of King. Meka Egwuekwe ’91, 
board member of the National 
Civil Rights Museum, brought 
Andover’s attention to this 
event. 

Students reflected on King’s 
activism during his short life-
time and the impact his work 
had on their lives today. Sadie 
Cheston-Harris ’20 commem-
orated King’s ambition, as well 
as the sacrifices he and his 
community made in the mid-
1900s. 

“MLK was an incredibly 
significant factor in the fight 
for freedom and equality 
during the Civil Rights Move-
ment. His example of keep-
ing our eyes on the prize and 
fighting peacefully and with 
dignity was monumental and 
showed the country the deep 
desire African Americans had 
for freedom and the sacrifices 
made to achieve their goal,” 
said Cheston-Harris. 

Tulio Marchetti ’21 reflect-
ed on how King influenced his 
life and questioned why this 
anniversary was not as widely 
celebrated as other holidays. 

“I think that it’s something 
that everyone should reflect 
on, because MLK was revo-
lutionary towards civil rights 
and bringing everybody to-
gether. And because of that, 
I feel like the assassination 
of MLK doesn’t get as much 
hype as other holidays, other 
events. I think that it should 

be held at the same standard 
because of the importance of 
what MLK did in his time and 
because of that, I feel like the 
assassination of MLK is some-
thing that should always be re-
membered,” said Marchetti. 

Rhea Chandran ’19 said she 
felt the connotations of sad-
ness that came along with the 
anniversary but also the ef-
fects of King’s work on the An-
dover community as a whole. 

“It is a heavy type of anni-
versary to look at, but I also 
think it’s really important that 
we, as a community, have re-
flected on it and taken it in 
terms of how we respond to 
diversity and how we affect 
the general culture of our 
school by being a very diverse 
school,” said Chandran. 

Marchetti also expressed 
a liking towards the bell tolls, 
feeling that the tolls repre-
sented the leadership qualities 
that King possessed. 

“That’s creative. It’s a way 
for [Anover] to show [King] 
respect, you know. Because… 
I feel like most of the campus 
venerates him because he was 
a leader. 39 [King’s age at as-
sassination] and 39 bells. Well, 
39 rings would be a perfect 
way to remind everybody of 
him,” said Marchetti.

Chandran and 
Cheston-Harris both echoed 
this sentiment of symbolism 
and cohesion regarding the the 
bells and how it was a remind-
er to observe King’s message 
of everlasting inclusion. 

“The rolling of the bells are 
a powerfully symbolic way of 
illustrating how MLK’s strive 
for justice and peace will con-
tinue to ring on in our day to 
day lives, in the present, and in 
the future,” said Cheston-Har-
ris. 

“[The ripple effect] was 
a really interesting concept 
to think about because it’s a 
whole nation coming under 
this one anniversary. And I 
think that on our community, 
it could be hard on some indi-
viduals but I think that it was 
important that we recognize 
the anniversary,” said Chan-
dran. 

SOPHIA LEE

Keely Aouga ’19 & Nick Demetroulakos ’19 
Elected Co-Presidents

Keely Aouga ’19 and Nick 
Demetroulakos ’19 celebrated 
their election as Student Body 
Co-Presidents for the 2018-
2019 school year on Wednes-
day, March 21, after a long 
campaign process. According 
to Demetroulakos, the two 
have been friends since their 
Junior Fall, when they both 
were in the same History 100 
class.

Demetroulakos said, 
“Working with Keely has been 
a pleasure, and I think we’ve 
done a really good job of feed-
ing off each other, in terms of 
getting really excited about it. 
When we realize how scary it 
is, we make sure we’re there 
for each other. For me, it’s 
reinforced what I really ap-
preciate about Andover, and 
that’s the people.”

In their platform, Aouga 
and Demetroulakos focused 
on three main goals: positivi-
ty on campus, communication 
between students and faculty, 
and wellness, which includes 
parietal changes and improv-
ing the availability of counsel-
ors at the Rebecca M. Sykes 
Wellness Center. 

Aouga said, “One big thing 
for us is spreading positivity 
on campus, because Ando-
ver is not an easy place to be 
sometimes. That’s something 
Nick and I thought would be 
the most feasible on our plat-
form because it doesn’t take a 

lot to spread positivity. Just 
letting someone know that 
you’re there for them is real-
ly important, especially when 
you’re at a school that can be 
really difficult.” 

Demetroulakos said, 
“We’re both friendly people, 
and I think that that really 
goes a long way in helping us 
move forward, but when we 
need to get stuff done, we get 
it done.”

Aouga said that one way to 
foster positivity on campus 
is to improve student-faculty 
communication. 

“If you’re communicating 
with a faculty member you 
trust, when you’re having a 
problem, it helps you do bet-
ter and excel at Andover. 
When you know you can go to 
your resources, you’re more 
equipped to go through your 
Andover experience,” said 
Aouga.

Aouga and Demetroulakos 
also proposed having an on-
line suggestion box in which 
students can submit any con-
cerns, establishing a biweek-
ly newsletter outlining what 
student council is working 
on, and organizing faculty/
student meetings more fre-
quently.

Demetroulakos said, “Ev-
eryone [who runs for co-pres-
idency] says communication, 
because I think that is gen-
uinely a really big problem. 
The faculty and the students 
don’t see eye-to-eye, and I 
don’t think there’s enough 

interaction. When are you 
ever seeing faculty outside 
of class? Even if they’re not a 
Dean or a policy-maker, they 
are still important, and if they 
hear concerns from a student, 
hopefully during a faculty 
meeting those are concerns 
they would raise.”

In pushing for reform of 
the parietal system, Aouga 
and Demetroulakos hope to 
continue the work of former 
co-presidents Sam Bird ’18 
and Eastlyn Frankel ’18.

Demetroulakos said, “I 
think a lot of people want to 
see that changed, and I think 
Sam and Eastlyn have done a 
really good job of pushing for 
it and getting momentum, and 
if we can build on that, we can 
really get stuff done.”

 Demetroulakos contin

-

ued, “For Keely and I both, 
at the end of the day, we’re 
just fun-loving people. That 
sounds very cheesy, but we 
both just like making people 
laugh, and I think that’s just 
as important a job for the 
co-presidents. Yes, policy is 
very important, but part of it 
is also to be a face on campus, 
and be someone who is en

-

gaging with the students and 
someone people want to talk 
to.” 

On Future Political Parties: Former D.N.C. Chairman Howard Dean Visits Campus

Do political parties have a fu-
ture in the United States? How-
ard Dean, former chairman of 
the Democratic National Com-
mittee (D.N.C.) and six-time gov-
ernor of Vermont, explored this 
question with students on Mon-
day, March 26. 

Dean posed the question in 
the discussion “Is There a Future 
For Political Parties in the Unit-
ed States?” at the Oliver Wendell 
Holmes Library. Dean examined 
the institutions that dictate cur-
rent American politics.

“Both parties need to be less 
ideological and more fact-based, 
particularly the Republicans. 
And I think the government in-
stitutions need to, and will be, re-
formed. Congress doesn’t work 
for a variety of reasons, and the 
court system isn’t working terri-
bly well either, and those things 
need to be fixed,” said Dean.

Olivia Lai ’20 said that she 
was interested to hear Dean’s 

thoughts on the staying power of 
political parties, given her belief 
that her generation has been less 
invested in basing political views 
on partisan identities.

 “I do agree with what he said 
— that our generation has been 
much less interested in institu-
tions than [young people] were 
before — so I was interested to 
see what he had to say on the 
existence of political parties and 
how we as a generation should 
deal with them,” said Lai.

Dean addressed the percep-
tion that young people tend to 
resist political institutions more 
so than previous generations, 
but concluded that institutions 
are still needed to uphold Amer-
ican politics.

In his talk, Dean said, “The 
institutions of your generation 
will look a lot more like you than 
the current D.N.C. All these kids 
who are voting for us, I don’t 
think they are Democrats. And 
I also don’t think they think 
they are Democrats. They don’t 
have much use for political par-

ties of either kind, because they 
are institutions that are clunky 
and speaking about abandoning 
mission. I think what is going to 
happen is that the parties will 
have to socialize and reach out 
to you, but in the meantime, we 
have to get you in a place where 
you are comfortable with some 
sort of an institution.”

Tanvi Kanchinadam ’19 said 
that she considers herself an ex-
ample of the type of person Dean 
asserts that political parties must 
now reach out to. 

Kanchinadam said, “As some-
one who has been relatively po-
litically active throughout these 
past few years, I’ve seen the 
pitfalls of these major political 
institutions. I wanted to see the 
perspective of someone who had 
formerly led it, and his opinions 
on what it is now, as well as what 
he thinks about the future of our 
political parties in general.”

“I think his reasoning of why 
we need political institutions 
was really helpful in reevaluat-
ing who I am in terms of how I 

am defined. Am I defined by our 
generation, or do I need to learn 
from older people to solidify my 
own political opinion?” Kanchi-
nadam continued.

During his talk, Dean stressed 
the importance of young people 
in American politics, advocating 
for parties to reach out to voters 
of a younger generation.

“In a time when the United 
States desperately needs renew-
al, I think young people are the 
moral conscience that is so badly 
needed,” said Dean. 

Dean also urged young people 
to take action on their opinions. 
If young voters want to get start-
ed in politics, according to Dean, 
they should be willing to start 
anywhere. 

Dean said, “I worked on Jim-
my Carter’s political campaign 
as an envelope-licker. Just get 
involved in a campaign, whether 
it’s local or otherwise. I was so 
low down on the totem pole that 
it was a local campaign, but as a 
result, I got to know everybody 
who was in the Democratic Par-

ty who was worth knowing.”
Dean concluded his talk with 

a message assserting that even 
though young people might be 
discouraged right now, he be-
lieves that anger and insistence 
will spark change. 

“My job right now is to give 
you hope. Your job is to be angry 
and to insist on doing something. 
We can’t change the world with-
out young people being angry 
and insistent and impatient. But 
you’re going to get discouraged,” 
said Dean.

Dean continued, “I remem-
ber how incredibly discouraged 
I was in 1968. If you would have 
told us in 1968 that 40 years later 
we would have a black president, 
we would have told you that you 
were out of your mind. For you, 
40 years is twice your lifetime. 
For me, it’s less than two-thirds 
of my lifetime. So what I have 
seen is that patient progress is 
incredibly fast.”

ALEXANDRA LEBARON

S.BAHNASY/THEPHILLIPIAN

Keely Aouga ’19 and Nick Demetroulakos ’19 celebrated their election after the polls closed.

Andover’s Afro-Latinx-American Society Celebrates 
50 Years of Community and Culture

Members of the Andover 
community celebrated the 
50th Anniversary of the Af-
ro-Latinx-American Society 
(Af-Lat-Am) with several fes-

tivities held over the course of 
this past weekend. Beginning 
April 27, students and alum-
ni alike connected through 
an alumni-student basketball 
game and a formal dinner in 
the Snyder Center. 

On campus, Af-Lat-Am is a 
group that provides a platform 
for the discussion of issues 
faced by Black and Latinx stu-
dents on campus. 

Tiffany Joseph ’00 enjoyed 
the “Leadership Across the De-
cades” panel held on Saturday, 
April 28, in which appointed 
representatives of each decade 
presented the evolution of Af-
Lat-Am.

Joseph said, “I thought was 
really important in under-
standing more about that leg-
acy, how the culture on cam-
pus, the institutional culture 
on campus has shifted over 
time with different things that 
have happened in our society, 
and how Af-Lat-Am has been 

able to remain resilient despite 
different challenges at the na-
tional level but also at Andover 
over this 50-year history.”

Tiffany Corley ’91 was moti-
vated to return to campus this 
weekend because of the impact 
that Af-Lat-Am has had on her 
growth as an adult. Corley as-
sociates the group with home 
and family, values that ground-
ed her during her student years 
at Andover.

“Af-Lat-Am represented 
family and community. It was a 
place where you got to be your-
self. For those of us who were 
homesick, it was like finding 
your chosen family and hav-
ing a chance to be with them. 
I came back this weekend be-
cause honestly Andover is an 
institution and a school which 
changed my life and the peo-
ple here shaped my life,” said 
Corley.

Dario Collado ’98 also re-
turned to Andover for the 

weekend to commemorate the 
driving force that Af-Lat-Am 
has been in his life. Collado 
says he considers Af-Lat-Am a 
motivator for him to put forth 
his best self.  

“Af-Lat-Am was an opportu-
nity to connect with others that 
had very similar backgrounds 
to me growing up in Lawrence, 
Mass. More importantly, [Af-
Lat-Am was] a community that 
really wanted to see everyone 
succeed. Just to be here with 
like-minded individuals from 
different decades and differ-
ent generations inspires me to 
continue to do the work that 
I do but to do it better and to 
continue to bring more people 
up,” said Collado.

Nnaemeka Egwuekwe ’91 
believes that Af-Lat-Am in-
spires its members to be self-
less leaders who cultivate 
compassion.

Egwuekwe said, “There are 
challenges that are not easy for 

those of other cultures to ful-
ly understand, but Af-Lat-Am 
certainly resulted in outcomes 
of young people staying in this 
great institution and taking 
the spirit of Non Sibi beyond 
the walls of Andover, into their 
colleges and their careers, and 
to the professions that they 
themselves are now leaders 
in.”

Shaun Blugh ’03 said that 
Af-Lat-Am reminded him the 
importance of community and 
support.

Blugh said, “Af-Lat-Am 
taught me a lot about giving 
back and doing what we can do 
to help brilliant, talented stu-
dents of color become Andover 
students and take off and be-
come the leaders they can be. 
And because of that, I became 
the first Chief Diversity Offi-
cer for the city of Boston.”

IANNA RAMDHANY

Editor’s Note: This article 
originally ran on March 30, 
2018.

Editor’s Note: Keely Aouga 
is a Commentary Editor for 
The Phillipian.

This article originally ran on 
March 23, 2018.

Editor’s Note: This article 
originally ran on April 6, 2018.

Editor’s Note: This article 
originally ran on May 4, 2018.
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Hafsat Abiola ’92 was the keynote 
speaker at the opening of the 
celebration.

ALEXANDRA LEBARON
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“Am I Next?”: Students Protest Gun Violence at March for Our Lives

Two hundred Andover stu-
dents marched in Boston during 
the nationwide March for Our 
Lives protest on Saturday, March 
24. Protest organizers estimated 
that 100,000 people participated 
in the Boston march, one of the 
800 that took place globally, ac-
cording to “The Boston Globe.”

This movement for gun control 
reform is spearheaded by students 
at Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
High School in Parkland, Fla., 
where 17 people were killed in a 
mass shooting on February 14.  

Megan Vaz ’21, a participant, 
said, “I decided to go to the march 
for two main reasons: one, be-
cause I’m a big supporter of regu-
lating the sale of automatic assault 
and semiautomatic assault weap-
ons; and two, friends of mine died 
during the Parkland shooting, so I 
really wanted to honor them and 
their memories.” 

“People of all over the Boston 
area of all different identities [at-
tended the event], and it was real-
ly inspiring and empowering both 
to see all the Andover students get 
really impassioned,” said Clarisa 
Merkatz ’19, who organized buses 
from Andover to the march.

In Boston, students walked 2.5 
miles from Madison Park Tech-
nical Vocational High School to 
Boston Common, where speech-
es and performances were held. 
Student participants were encour-
aged to come to the front of the 
crowd near the stage, and to cheer 
and express themselves during 
the speeches and performances. 

Mariana Kovalik ’20 expressed 
surprise at the unity she felt 
during the march.

“Once you get there, you real-
ly start feeling so involved. And 
there are chants, and you start 
singing with people. You get that 
feeling that everyone’s united for 
a cause, and it’s really nice,” said 
Kovalik. 

Hugo Solomon ’19 agreed with 
Kovalik. He said that his enjoy-
ment of the march also came with 
the realization participants were 
allowed to be cheerful and express 
their frustration in a positive, con-
structive manner.  

“People think that an event like 
this… should be super somber, su-
per sad, and it can be. At the meet-
ing, at the speeches, I was crying. 
It was really, really sad. But when 
you’re there with everyone, you 
realize it doesn’t have to be like 
that. You can have a party while 
also sticking up for what you be-
lieve in,” said Solomon.

Solomon added that the march 
also showcased student lead-
ership, which exemplified how 
young  constituents can take polit-
ical matters into their own hands 
when it comes to issues such as 
gun control. 

“All across the country we’re 
seeing how young students, like 
activists, are seizing the responsi-
bility left for us by the politicians 
of today who, honestly, have been 
lacking in many ways,” said Solo-
mon. 

Solomon continued, “Joining 
groups, planning more march-
es, organizing fundraisers, [and] 
more sit-ins: I feel like that’s how 
our generation operates.” 

Leading up to the march, many 
students attended a poster-mak-
ing session at Susie’s to prepare 
signs reading, “Arms are for hug-
ging,” or “Am I next?”, among oth-
ers.

Slogans were chanted at the 
march itself, such as “Hey, hey, 
N.R.A., how many kids did you 
kill today?” Merkatz said that she 
enjoyed the energy of the call-and-
response chants. 

“Someone would ask ‘What 
does democracy look like?’ and 
people would respond, ‘This is 

what democracy looks like,’ which 
was my favorite cheer, because it 
really shows the extent to which 
this student-led march is a vision 
of democracy in action of students 
taking the lead and to promote for 
change,” said Merkatz. 

Currently, Merkatz is the An-
dover chapter head of #Never-
Again, a student-led organization 
that advocates for tighter gun con-
trol to prevent gun violence in the 
United States. Vaz added that she 
plans to join #NeverAgain at An-
dover.

“A lot of my friends have started 
movements to call our representa-
tives to take charge of gun control, 
especially in my home state of 
Florida,” said Vaz. “I really want 
to get involved and fight the issue.”

Merkatz detailed the logis-
tics of the Andover #NeverAgain 
chapter and described ways in 
which the chapter would seek to 
affect the Andover community. 

“[Jennifer] Elliott [’94, Dean 
of Students and Residential Life], 
has already agreed to serve as our 
faculty mentor, and we have a lot 
of students signed up who would 
be interested. So going forward, 
we’re seeing what change, what 
activism we can promote here on 
the Andover campus to hopefully 
make a difference here in our local 
Andover community and in the 
broader area,” said Merkatz. 

SOPHIA LEE & 
AVA RATCLIFF
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Statistics for this graphic were taken from German Lopez’s article, “I’ve 
covered gun violence for years. The solutions aren’t a big mystery,” pub-
lished by “Vox.”
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Andover students demonstrated with thousands of other marchers in 
Boston on Saturday, March 24.

Out of the Darkness: Campus Walk 
Promotes Mental Health Awareness

The streets of Andover 
buzzed with energy on Sun-
day morning, April 22, as over 
300 community members 
gathered for the school’s first 
Out of the Darkness (OOTD) 
Walk. The purpose of the 
walk was to bring awareness 
to mental health issues and 
destigmatize mental illness. 

Many participants fund-
raised for the walk, raising 
a total of nearly 35,000 dol-
lars. According to Lisa Joel, 
Director of Enrollment Man-
agement and organizer of the 
OOTD Walk, half of the mon-
ey will go to the American 
Foundation for Suicide Pre-
vention. The other half will 
be put back into mental health 
programming on campus.

Participant Max Vale ’18 
said, “I wanted to participate 
[in the walk] because mental 
health and suicide is some-
thing that our community, 
myself included, never really 
talk about. This fall, it came 
back to be something that 
we really need to talk about 
with the loss of our commu-
nity member and one of my 
friends, Dan [Nakajima ’18].” 

Joel said, “I hope for stu-
dents the event was part of 
their journey of healing, cer-
tainly in light of Dan’s suicide. 
I hope for some this provided 
some sense of comfort and 
something you can do. I hope 
it helped kids and adults re-
alize that no one is alone. 
Everyone suffers. I think the 
message of this event is that 
there is hope, there are peo-
ple, and there is love.”

The walk began at the Sny-
der Center. Before beginning 
the walk, Fred Pan ’18 and 
Patrick Doheny ’18, a coordi-
nator of the event, spoke to at-
tendees. Following the intro-
duction, Julia Pratt ’19 sang 
Kesha’s “Rainbow.” 

Posie Millett ’20 said, 
“When I heard [Pratt] sing-
ing it, thinking about all the 
people who were standing 
there supporting her… I think 
it brought the entire room to-
gether. You could hear in her 
voice how moved she was by 
everyone being there. It was a 
very beautiful way to end the 
introduction and move onto 
the walk.”

After a reflective beginning 
to the event, the crowd moved 
outside. Walkers followed a 
route from the Snyder Cen-
ter down Salem Street and 
past the Big Red Acres Alpaca 
Farm before looping back to 
the Snyder Center.

Millett said, “When we 
were walking out of Snyder, 
everyone was pretty silent 
and introspective. But as the 
walk went on, people started 
to talk more. It was nice to see 
everyone with their friends 
and their teams just enjoying 
each other’s company, not be-
ing on their phones, and just 
taking in the day.”

Claire Brady ’20 said,  “A 
lot of people were talking, but 
there were also some people 
who were walking quietly. It 
depended on the person. It 
was very relaxed, and it was 
beautiful to get outside, espe-
cially for that type of reflec-
tion.”

Vale said that the walk al-
lowed for students and faculty 

alike to gather and share com-
passion and support for one 
another.

Vale said, “Here at Ando-
ver, people can get so busy 
that they forget to be compas-
sionate. It’s an awful thing to 
say, but it happens. Here, at 
this walk, there were so many 
people there for each oth-
er. I was talking to one of my 
friends about Dan, and how 
everyone at the walk cared 
for each other and how there 
was a really nice community 
of people.”

The event did not solely 
bring together members of the 
Andover community. Students 
from Worcester Academy and 
Brooks School were also in at-
tendance, and students from 
Andover High School volun-
teered at the event. 

Joel said, “I think it’s im-
portant because if Andover 
can provide the place and the 
organization and some of the 
things that make it easy for 
people to show up, I think it’s 
our obligation to do every-
thing we can to bring people 
together.”

Vale said, “We have a plat-
form to be able to do this. 
Friends of mine who are still 
in public schools don’t have 
the options to get projects like 
these off the ground. We have 
so many resources available to 
us at Andover to start conver-
sations about mental health 
and suicide that I feel like we 
are obligated to do things like 
this.”

ALEXANDRA LEBARON
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The Out of the Darkness Walk began at the Snyder Center. Hundreds of people from both Andover and the local 
community participated.

ASM: Haben Girma, 
Disability Rights Activist

Moving her fingers across a 
Braille keyboard, Haben Girma 
smiled in response to her scribe, 
who, through a Bluetooth key-
board, communicated to Girma 
the student body’s laughter at her 
joke.

Girma, a disability rights activ-
ist and the first deaf-blind person 
to graduate Harvard Law School, 
spoke to Andover at All-School 
Meeting (ASM) on Wednesday, 
March 28. Girma has been hon-
ored by former President Barack 
Obama as a White House Cham-
pion of Change and by “Forbes 
Magazine” as a member of the 
magazine’s “30 Under 30” list. In 
addition, Girma is writing a mem-
oir that will be published in 2019. 

In her presentation, Girma 
highlighted the importance of 
making communities more acces-
sible by sharing stories of her own 
fight against discrimination. 

“The fact that she didn’t just 
get the [law] degree and decide to 
move on with her career, but that 
she’s also advocating for people 
like her to come through the ed-
ucation system — to be a part of 
that is very inspirational,” said Ria 
Vieira ’19.

Girma grew up in Oakland, 
California, where her school dis-
trict accommodated blind stu-
dents. By first grade, Girma was 
learning Braille. She picked up 
reading quickly, excelling through 
her school work. After graduating 
high school, Girma attended Lew-
is and Clark College in Portland, 
Oreg.

In one story she shared during 
ASM, Girma discussed her in-
ability to read her college’s lunch 
menu. Because the only way to ac-
cess the menu was through a writ-
ten copy, she would often spend 
time waiting in line for meals she 
didn’t want or couldn’t have. After 
struggling with this issue, Girma 
decided to voice her right to read 
the menu.

“Blindness wasn’t the prob-
lem. Disability wasn’t the barrier. 
The barrier was the format of the 

menu. So I went to the cafete-
ria manager and explained that I 
can’t access the menu because of 
the format of the menu,” Girma 
said during ASM.

Girma initially faced resistance 
from the school, which led her to 
consider tolerating the issue. After 
discussing this problem with her 
friends, however, she was moti-
vated to take action. Girma spoke 
with the school and requested 
menus accessible to blind people.

“It’s our choice to accept un-
fairness, or to advocate for jus-
tice. These small things matter. 
They add up. When we work on 
addressing the small barriers, we 
build up the skills to address the 
bigger obstacles. If we want to 
shatter the glass ceiling and ad-
dress oppression in all the differ-
ent fields: gender, race, religion, 
disability; we need to practice 
these skills. And small things, de-
pending on perspective, can make 
a huge difference,” said Girma.

Girma also stressed the im-
portance of accessible media as 
one way of reaching out to mem-
bers of the disabled community. 
She showed a demonstration of 
how apps on her phone can help 
her navigate websites and text, as 
well as a video of her using Tactile 
American Sign Language to com-
municate.

“[Girma’s presentation] really 
changed my perspective on how 
disabled people go through life. 
As Ms. Girma said, she moves 
through life differently. She isn’t 
better or worse off because of her 
blind-deafness,” said Posie Millett 
’20.

Millett continued, “My biggest 
takeaway is probably that, rath-
er than making different apps or 
programs for disabled people, we 
need to take the things that we al-
ready have and make those things 
accommodating. It’s the commu-
nity that needs to work harder to 
make quality of life equal for these 
individuals.”

“We have to make the decision 
to help those with differences to 
access all the information that we 
get on a daily basis, whether it’s on 
the internet, in books, or from at-
tending events… We need to make 
sure we have the best technology 
to help anyone with a disability 
attend our events. We do so many 
wonderful things on campus; 
let’s make accessibility a priority. 
I think Haben has shown us the 
way to do that,” said Maureen 
Crowley, Program Coordinator of 
the Academic Skills Center.

MARGOT HUTCHINS

S.ALSHAIBA/THEPHILLIPIAN
Haben Girma is the first deaf-blind 
student to have graduated from 
Harvard Law School.

Editor’s Note: This article 
originally ran on March 30, 
2018.

Editor’s Note: This article 
originally ran on March 30, 
2018.

Editor’s Note: This article 
originally ran on April 27, 2018.
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Alumni House,
A Gender Inclusive Home

Every day, 11 students walk 
towards Old Abbot Campus 
and stop at a regal brick build-
ing supported by four white 
pillars. For these students, 
this building serves as a living 
space they share with a com-
munity of closely-knit peers. 

Alumni House in Abbot 
Cluster has served as Ando-
ver’s first all-gender dorm 
since Fall of 2018. The dorm 
currently hosts 11 students 
and one House Counselor. For 
many of its residents, Alum-
ni serves as a safe, open space 
in which students can live to-
gether and be themselves. 

After its inaugural year, 
Emma Staffaroni, House 
Counselor in Alumni and In-
structor in English, reflected 
on her experience of moving 
into and living in an all-gender 
dorm. 

“Having previously lived 
for four years in a ‘girls’ dorm 
(I use quotes because we only 
assume the students were girls 
but you can’t see someone’s 
gender identity), I see that 
some of the toxic aspects of 
single-gender spaces do not 
exist in Alumni. It could be 
because we are mostly Seniors 
and therefore a rather mature 
group, but I also think it’s 
because gender stereotypes 
and roles are actively not re-
inforced in our living space,” 
wrote Staffaroni in an email to 
The Phillipian. 

Staffaroni said that Ando-
ver plans to continue support-
ing all-gender dorms in the 
school’s residential system. 

Staffaroni wrote, “Our plan 
is to offer the option of at least 
one all-gender residential 
space from here on out. That is 
to say that there may be years 
where students do not need or 
desire this space, but even if 
we don’t have an [all-gender 
dorm] one year, we will still 
offer it for the following year, 
and so on.”

Emma Slibeck ’20, a current 
resident of Alumni, hopes that 
the all-gender dorm will be-
come a norm for students and 
the general Andover commu-
nity in the future. 

Slibeck said, “I think 
spreading awareness about the 
all-gender [dorm] and having 
an all-gender dorm is certain-
ly taking great strides in the 
right direction, but one thing 

that I would like to see is for 
the all-gender dorm to be less 
of this foreign or unique thing 
and more of like it’s just anoth-
er dorm.” 

Slibeck continued, “I mean, 
yes, it’s a very special thing, 
but it’s also just a dorm, and 
I think that’s something that 
people miss a lot.” 

Like Slibeck, fellow Alumni 
resident Grace Hitchcock ’20 
also said that the implementa-
tion of an all-gender dorm has 
been a recent step towards ad-
vocating for a gender-inclusive 
environment at Andover. 

“I can’t imagine any other 
high school campus that’s as 
accepting of gender inclusivity 
as Andover is. In the two years 
now that I’ve been here, I’ve 
seen so many different ways 
that students and teachers 
alike advocate for gender in-
clusivity and gender equality,” 
said Hitchcock. 

Despite Andover’s efforts to 
create more gender-inclusive 
environments, many people 
believe that gender inclusiv-
ity at Andover still needs im-
provement. Max Rigby-Hall 
’18, Proctor in Alumni, ex-
pressed his concern that stu-
dents fall short in asking indi-
viduals their preferred gender 
pronouns (PGPs). PGPs allow 
an individual to be referred to 
by the pronouns they use to 
identify themselves.

“I still am not asked my 
PGPs when I first introduce 
myself in a class, which is such 
an easy step for gender inclu-
sivity,” said Rigby-Hall. 

Rigby-Hall continued, 
“Clubs, teams, music, theatre, 
still struggle with the basic 
question of asking someone 
how they want to be referred 
to as. And I think that at least 
my dorm has addressed it re-
ally well, using people’s pre-
ferred pronouns, having con-
versations about gender, but 
I think that Andover is still 
in a place where we fail to ac-
knowledge those who we don’t 
see as normal or conventional 
within gender.”

Alumni resident Forrest Ei-
mold ’18 added that Andover’s 
current housing process en-
forces a gender binary. 

Eimold said, “I think the 
gender binary that we see at 
Andover definitely has histor-
ical precedent, but I think An-
dover can do the most work in 
accommodating students who 
either don’t fit in with the gen-

der binary themselves or don’t 
like what it entails.”

According to Rigby-Hall, 
the goal of Alumni is to prac-
tice inclusion and to provide a 
safe space for students who do 
not necessarily want to live in 
a single-gender dorm. 

Rigby-Hall said, “I person-
ally identify within the gender 
binary. However, I feel like, 
for me, living in an all-male 
dorm wasn’t a super conduc-
tive place for me to feel com-
fortable being myself, espe-
cially as a queer student. So I 
feel like this space has become 
like a place for everyone who 
just needs a space to feel like 
they can be themselves in the 
dorm.”

Slibeck believes that the en-
vironment in Alumni is very 
supportive.

Slibeck said, “Most of us 
didn’t know who the other 
people were until we were in 
the dorm. But within weeks, 
it felt like we had been living 
with each other for months. 
We have quite a few dorm 
chats and some of them are for 
weird, out of context quotes 
and some of them are for fun-
ny photos, and I think that’s 
just something that’s repre-
sentative of our dorm. At the 
one hand, we’re very serious 
and there for each other, very 
supportive, but we’re also ex-
tremely goofy and fun.”

According to Staffaroni, the 
residents of Alumni House 
represent a diverse group of 
people who come together 
like a family. Staffaroni gains 
knowledge and perspective 
from each of them, and she 
sees a positive impact of gen-
der heterogeneity on the dorm. 
Staffaroni and House Com-
pliments Lisa Joel, Director 
of Enrollment Management, 
Margaret Harrigan, Instructor 
in Art, and LaShawn Springer, 
Director of Community and 
Multicultural Development 
(CAMD), make up the faculty 
team supporting the dorm. 

“Often times, I don’t really 
remember that it’s an all-gen-
der space, it feels very natural 
and because everyone is there 
because they want to be, I 
think the space is transfigured 
into something really beautiful 
and something very wonderful 
to be in,” said Eimold.

RACHEL CHANG

Early Final Sign-In Times and 
Study Visits Proposed by 

Faculty and Student Council

A faculty committee has un-
veiled a new proposal to change 
final sign-in times from the usual 
10:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. on Mon-
days, Tuesdays, and Wednesdays. 

Additionally, the committee 
has proposed consolidating Sun-
day’s 8:00 p.m. and 10:00 p.m. 
sign-in times into one final sign-in 
at 8:00 p.m. 

Led by Rajesh Mundra, Facul-
ty Advisor to the Student Council 
and Assistant Dean of Students 
and Residential Life, the faculty 
committee unveiled these plans in 
an open forum on Tuesday, April 
17. According to Mundra, the com-
mittee’s reasoning for a change in 
sign-in times was based around a 
feeling of an “unhealthy end to the 
day.” 

The faculty committee felt that 
the earlier sign-in time addressed 
several issues within dorms by in-
creasing bonding between house 
counselors and their students. 
The committee further reasoned 
that earlier sign-in times could 
provide greater opportunities for 
dorm meetings and discussions on 
campus events. 

The committee also mentioned 
that students could take advan-
tage of earlier sign-in times for 
more sleep. 

Although she understood the 
reasons presented by the com-
mittee, Emily Ortiz ’19 expressed 
her concern that changing sign-
in times would affect her usual 
study-hour habits.

“I respect the house counsel-
or’s wishes to go to bed earlier, 
to be able to be with their family 
at an earlier time,” said Ortiz. “I 
also respect wanting… more time 
to build a dorm community. But, 
I also think there is not a huge 
correlation between sign-in time 
and sleep. I personally cannot 
work in the dorm… and I also rely 
very heavily on study halls, which 
would either be cut short or made 
earlier.” 

Henry Crater ’20 felt that ben-
efits provided by an earlier sign-in 
time would be outweighed by its 
ultimate effects, such as the short-
ening of study hours. 

“[The committee] said the 
house counselors would get to 
see the kids more, they have more 
time to meet one-on-one, they 
have more time to plan dorm 
meetings, and it would support 
healthier study habits going to 
sleep earlier. But, while yes, some 

of these things might be true, it’s 
cutting back on the other end… 
What are you doing in the day? It’s 
squeezing your day by a little bit,” 
said Crater.

Also proposed during this fo-
rum was the implementation of 
in-room “study visits” during 
study hours, a policy created 
by and overseen by the Student 
Council and Policy Committee. 
The Student Council cited inclu-
sivity regarding heteronormative 
parietal rules, a need for addition-
al study spaces due to the remod-
eling of the library, and faculty–
student interactions as reasons for 
creating study visits. 

According to the Student 
Council and Policy Committee, 
Lowers, Uppers, and Seniors 
would have access to study vis-
its with a one-to-one guest–host 
ratio. Study visits would occur 
during traditional study hours, 
with lights on and doors open. 
Prior to a study visit, guests would 
be required to turn over their Blue 
Cards, which would be returned 
when they exit for the night, al-
lowing the house counselor on 
duty to keep track of guests. 

Megan Cui ’21, an attendee 
of the forum and Junior Class 
Co-Representative, expressed 
cautious optimism surrounding 
the proposal of study visits.

“[Study visits] will definitely 
increase in efficiency if people 
use it in the correct way of actu-
ally studying. But, if people take 
advantage of it and abuse it, the… 
faculty will definitely do some-
thing about it,” said Cui.

Miley Kaufman ’19 appreciates 
the work of the Student Council 
and Policy Committee regarding 
their efforts in creating non-li-
brary study spaces. According to 
Kaufman, however, the issue sur-
rounding normalizing sexual and 
romantic relationships still is not 
fixed by this format. 

“I think I’m going to be grate-
ful next year to be able to study 
in my room with friends. I think 
that that’s really valuable, but I 
also don’t think it’s addressing the 
issue of there being no space for 
people to be able to have a private 
relationship, specifically, or sexual 
relationships. I don’t think they’re 
providing a space for that. I think 
that’s the problem, and they’re 
kind of fixing a different problem,” 
said Kaufman. 

SOPHIA LEE

Student Walkout Promotes Activism and Gun Control

On April 20, 1999, Columbine 
High School in Colorado expe-
rienced what was, at the time, 
the worst high school shooting 
in U.S. history. The massacre left 
13 people dead and more than 20 
wounded, and its perpetrators, 
two students, committed suicide. 

On Thursday, April 19, from 
10:05 a.m. to 2:50 p.m., a stu-
dent-led walkout took place to 
recognize the nineteenth anni-
versary of this massacre and to 
protest congressional, state, and 
local failure to prevent gun vio-
lence in the U.S. in the wake of the 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High 
School shooting in Parkland, Fla. 
this February.

According to Jennifer Elliott 
’94, Dean of Students and Resi-
dential Life, the administration 
decided not to grant free cuts 
or day excuses on April 19 as a 
means to motivate authentic stu-
dent participation.

Elliott said, “The point of a 
walkout is to miss — intention-
ally and deliberately — required 
events. So we understand what 
the act is and their approach in 
terms of trying to raise aware-
ness. And we understand those 
tactics, and, historically, peaceful 
protests and peaceful demonstra-
tions have affected change.”

She continued, “It would not 
be activism if the school can-
celled classes for them [the stu-
dents] or the administration shut 
things down… Teachers get to de-
cide how they submit attendance. 

I think the important piece is that 
the administration is honoring 
students’ decision to be activists.”

The walkout happened in con-
junction with other student-or-
ganized walkouts across the 
country on April 20. With Non 
Sibi Day scheduled on that date, 
however, Andover students de-
cided to have their own walkout 
on April 19 instead, a day earlier 
than the national walkout. 

With the help of student orga-
nization Out of the Blue (OOTB), 
OOTB board member Solby Lim 
’18 organized the walkout, which 
featured an introduction to vot-
er registration, speeches from 
student speakers, an open mic 
session, discussion forums, and 
more.

“There are lot of active stu-
dents on campus who really 
want to be able to make change, 
so I want to help provide that 
platform… We’re talking about 
hundreds and thousands of guns 
that are all across the country. We 
have the most gun violence in the 
entire world. It’s something that 
is extremely preventable,” said 
Lim.

While the walkout wasn’t the 
most convenient method of ac-
tivism to students who missed 
classes, this sacrifice reflects how 
much Andover students valued 
the issue of gun violence in the 
U.S., according to Lim.

“This activism isn’t conve-
nient, because we are missing 
classes. We’re sacrificing our ed-
ucation for it. But I think that is 
really showing that this is import-

ant to us. And as a school commu-
nity, we’re not immune to this vi-
olence. To be able to write letters, 
talk to other people who may 
have had similar opinions as us in 
forums… hearing from teachers, 
hearing from people who’ve ex-
perienced gun violence person-
ally, [was] just a really great way 
to get into activism for students 
who may be shy,” said Lim.

“I think that even with this 
demonstration, it shows that we 
are ready to act,” continued Lim.

With the walkout, Lim hoped 
to achieve recognition for inter-
sectionality. In particular, Lim 
advocated for the inclusion of 
communities of color that experi-
ence gun violence every day.

“A lot of the times, this issue 
can be dominated by voices that 
are white, voices that are privi-
leged. Communities of color that 
experience [gun violence] every 
day [but] don’t have a microphone 
— they don’t have a platform to 
share their experiences. I have 
people in my dorm who shoot for 
sport. They’ve been raised with 
guns in their house. [It’s about] 
how do we have that conversa-
tion [in which] all parties are re-
spected but also [considers] how 
can we move forward,” said Lim.

According to Elliott, the walk-
outs have a shared purpose to 
remember the Columbine High 
School massacre and to further 
advocate for change in common 
sense gun control.

“We want kids to be able to 
clarify their values, and we rec-
ognize that [this] is an ongoing 

process and that engaging in any 
form of dialogue, any form of ac-
tivism, any form of protest… is an 
opportunity to clarify their views, 
what matters to them,” said El-
liott.

Henry Crater ’20, who par-
ticipated in the walkout, said, “I 
think as well as commemorating 
the Columbine massacre, it’s kind 
of raising awareness for school 
shootings in general — [for] the 
fact that kids in America have a 
right for safe education… I really 
want to participate and make this 
a thing at Andover.”

Before the walkout, a post-
er-making session was held on 
Wednesday, April 18, from 7:00 
p.m. to 10:00 p.m. On the next day, 

April 19, the walkout began on the 
steps of Samuel Phillips Hall. Be-
ginning with 17 minutes of silence 
in remembrance of the victims of 
the recent Parkland shooting, stu-
dents marched towards Phelps 
Stadium for an introduction to 
the walkout and voter registra-
tion, followed by speeches from 
three student speakers and an 
Open Mic session.

The final destination of the 
walkout was the Case Memorial 
Cage, where students wrote let-
ters to and called their state rep-
resentatives. 

ZACH MOYNIHAN

E.SCHEER/THEPHILLIPIAN
Karin Ulanovsky ’20, Emma Slibeck ’20, Jeannette Zhang ’21, and Anna 
Lopez ’19 listened to student speakers in the Smith Center.

R.PREM/THEPHILLIPIAN
Bailey Colon ’18, David Onabanjo ’18, and Max Vale ’18 walk and chant against gun violence.

D.TULLER/THEPHILLIPIAN
Students walked out of their Thursday classes as part of the national cam-
paign to protest gun violence.

Editor’s Note: This article 
originally ran on April 13, 2018.

Editor’s Note: This article 
originally ran on April 20, 2018.

Editor’s Note: This article 
originally ran on April 20, 2018.
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BY THE TIME YOU’RE 
officially a student here, 
you’ve been promised 

two paths by which you’ll walk 
in high school. The first is one 
that you’ve been soaked in 
since the day you were born, 
one that’s found itself worked 
into every iota of your being. 
You deserve the Quintessen-
tial High School Experience™ 
— “Friday Night Lights,” “Fast 
Times at Ridgemont High,” 
“Ferris Bueller.” Maybe it was 
just my dad’s obsessive pen-
chant for all things ’80s, John 
Hughes films in particular, but 
until I came here I had this 
idea that going to any high 
school, even one like Andover, 
would play out similarly to the 
plots of these movies: actual 
free time, your classic cliques, 
house parties, and a more neb-
ulous overtone of simply living 
in the heyday of youth. 

The second path is a little 
more specific to Andover but 
nevertheless isn’t mutually 
exclusive from what you’ve 
been promised by Hollywood. 
The school tells you what you 
will get and what you will love 
about being here. From the 
first brochure the school sends 
(trust me, my sister has a col-
lection sitting in her room at 
home right now), there are cer-
tain things that are purposeful-
ly designed to leap out: “Look 
how many classes we have! 
Look at our student-to-teach-
er-ratio! Need-blind!” These 
are the things that you are told 
matter when you are an Ando-
ver applicant. I know when I 

first looked here, it seemed like 
I could have college four years 
early — freedom from the over-
bearing administration of my 
middle school packaged along-
side the ability to still be a kid 
for a little longer. I could have 
my cake and eat it, too.

I think it took me around a 
year and a half to realize I had 
been tricked. One, by what 
I was actually going to get, 
and two, by what is truly val-
ued here. Yes, we have prom, 
cliques, and a football team, 
but Andover requires you to 
grow up past that high school 
stereotype faster than you even 
realize. I can’t fake getting ill 
with clammy hands to joyride a 
Ferrari through Chicago. 

Before you know it, the rat 
race is upon you. For those of 
you who are Juniors, or parents 
whose kids don’t go into detail 
about their daily work, I’ll give 
you a preview of what that 
looks like. I have friends that 

skip lunch seemingly every day 
to cram for a test the next pe-
riod. I regularly eat four meals 
a day (thanks, Indomie Instant 
Ramen) because your stomach 
feels extremely empty when it 
hits around 1:30 a.m. Staking 
out seats in Silent Study for the 
afternoon during finals week 
begins at 8:00 a.m. I haven’t 
read a book for pleasure since 
maybe seventh grade. 

From here on out, it doesn’t 
really seem to stop until you 
retire (or have a mid-life cri-
sis, or go through an early-20s 
counterculture phase). I can’t 
help but feel that I was robbed 
of time, of a distinct four-year 
period where I shouldn’t have 
had to care nearly as much as 
we are required to here. There 
are other schools and other 
people who deal with a simi-
lar level of rigor, but Andover 
is certainly a world away from 
what people at my public high 
school experience. Maybe it’s 

just my sheltered past bubbling 
to the surface, but I didn’t ex-
pect to be constantly applying 
for different internships at age 
16. I reach for the next creden-
tial, for the next position, for 
what? More of the same?

At the same time, a good deal 
of what was promised came 
true — my Chinese class does 
only have seven kids in it! I’ve 
taken classes that would never 
be taught at my public school. 
The socioeconomic diversity 
here sure beats my glaringly-
white suburban cul-de-sac 
back home. But after you inte-
grate yourself into the environ-
ment here, these things seem 
to mean less and less in your 
head. Small classes and diver-
sity become the status quo. The 
brick buildings are still beauti-
ful, but you don’t have time to 
appreciate them. They’re now 
just a mechanism within which 
you sit for your fourth period 
class. 

What does become apparent, 
however, and what should be 
emblazoned across the front 
of every Andover brochure, 
are the people here. Every-
one says this so often that at 
this point it’s an unequivocal 
fact, and admissions events do 
highlight it, but not as clearly 
as they should. I only came to 
a full understanding about how 
much the people here meant 
to me earlier this year. You 
live with them; you suffer with 
them; you laugh with them. My 
old school was a close environ-
ment where I spent ten years 
with the same 40 people; here, 
I’ve been drawn so much clos-
er to people in just three years 
by the sheer intensity that the 
Academy has struck me with. 
I only realized it towards the 
end, however, since the first 
year and a half or so was spent 
sifting through the masses try-
ing to find the people who I 
now feel at home with.

It’s a cruel fact of real-
ity that you can’t always get 
what you want. In this case, 
it’s because you realized that 
you needed to appreciate ev-
eryone around you a little too 
late, because you’re spending 
a third of your time sleeping, 
and because the rest is mostly 
schoolwork or class time. By 
the time I’m writing this sen-
tence, I have 35-and-change 
weeks left here. I’d love to have 
come into Andover with this 
realization, hell-bent on maxi-
mizing the good times here, 
but that’s not realistic. Grow-
ing up here is what’s taught 
me how to discern what is 
important about the Academy 
and what’s just another num-
ber on a #SayYesToAndover 
flyer in my sister’s room. But I 
can’t help but ask — as long as 
they aren’t accompanied by the 
sometimes soul-crushing work 
— could I get four more years 
with you all?

QUINN ROBINSON

Bueller? Bueller? Bueller?

Quinn Robinson is a three-
year Upper from Wellesley, 
Mass.

A.LIU/THE PHILLIPIAN

ON SEPTEMBER 5, 
2017, many of us stood 
together on the cor-

ner of Chapel and Main. We 
cheered, sang, danced, laughed, 
and screamed our hearts out 
in passion and pride. We lost 
our voices in the process, stood 
beside our best friends, and 
reunited after a long summer 
of anticipation. It was sunny, 
hot, and most importantly, a 
day filled with lasting memo-
ries. September 5, 2017 was 
eight months and 29 days ago. 
271 days. A brief eternity of 271 
days, each one suffused with 
memories of ranging emotions 
that we will take with us for-
ever. 

Here’s to us, the Class of 
2018, and all that we have gone 
through together in those 271 
days. From Orientation to Com-
mencement, and everywhere in 
between. 

Though we spent our first 
day on the corner welcoming 
new friends to our home in 
90-degree-plus weather, this 
year also started with rain. 
Matriculation was a cloudy, 
unpleasantly wet day to go out 
and march into  Cochran Cha-
pel, donning our best attire. 
Our job has always been to get 
our peers to celebrate each oth-
er’s successes and remain posi-
tive through the losses, so we 
continued to parade through it: 
our flags raised high, and our 
spirits lifted to meet them. 

One day filled with sun and 
spirit, the next brought pour-
ing rain, both with unbreak-
able pride. Those first two days 
of the year were indicative of 
what the following 269 would 
entail. 

A few days later, the Classes 
of ’19, ’20 and ’21 waited for us 
in the chapel as we ran through 
the doors of the chapel for the 

first time as Seniors. This time, 
it was finally “18” that echoed 
through the rafters and rang 
past the faces of the angels who 
protected us since our first 
days at the Academy. We strut-
ted down the aisles and were 
greeted by the warm smiles of 
underclassmen. They stood in 
applause, wishing for the day 
that it would be their turn, 
just as we had years ago. We 
danced to Drumline’s unmis-
takable rhythm, which many of 
us knew by heart. We pounded 
on the pews of the chapel and 
threw our hands in the air in 
unison. We erupted together in 
a wave of smiles and high hopes 
and never-before-felt excite-
ment. 

Fast forward to the last Fri-
day night of Fall Term. Many 
of us expected to sit under the 
bright lights of Phelps Stadium 

at the pep rally. We prepared to 
endure the freezing tempera-
tures, to send our fall athletes 
onward to battle against our 
age-old rival. But, just as this 
year threw many wrenches 
in our plans, we were forced 
to move it indoors at the last 
possible minute. None of you 
wavered. We packed the Bor-
den Memorial Gym with more 
people than any of us knew it 
had the capacity to hold. We 
hugged alumni returning to 
campus for the first time, we 
screamed “Red Meat” togeth-
er, we danced once again to 
Drumline, and we watched and 
admired Adam Cohen as he 
bench-pressed Larson Tolo ’18.

The next day, we braved the 
below-freezing temperatures 
and headed up north. There 
is no feeling quite like see-
ing more blue in the stands 

than red, especially at Exeter. 
We packed the gym for vol-
leyball, crowded the sidelines 
of field hockey, and sat in the 
“fake” Phelps Stadium for soc-
cer and football. For the last 
game of the day, our side of 
the bleachers became a sea of 
blue. Looking into the crowd 
from the sidelines, you could 
see parents, families, alumni, 
classmates, friends, little sib-
lings, faculty, and even strang-
ers. You could see faces painted 
blue, cold, rosy cheeks turned 
upward in smiles, signs reading 
“Exeter takes baths,” and Mr. 
Palfrey cheering with his blue 
and white streamers. And we 
can’t forget the little baby Gun-
gas, of course.

From there, we had some 
snow-filled days, some hot-
chocolate-station in Paresky-
Commons days, and some early 

sunset days. We had the Ugly 
Sweater Party with a twerk-
ing Santa Claus and the snow-
ball fight in the Flagstaff quad 
that followed. We had our Val-
entine’s Day debacle, we got 
through winter, and most im-
portantly, we enjoyed every last 
minute of spring. 

On the day of our long-await-
ed Commencement, Mr. Palfrey 
will ask the ten of us to gather 
in the center of the circle and 
do what we have always loved 
to do. And in that moment, the 
ten of us in the center of the 
circle will feel exactly how we 
did when we first tried on our 
skirts together. It will be like the 
day when we sprinted through 
the library, one after another, 
each unsure of just what we 
were in for or the times when 
we all blew out our voices and 
risked hypothermia during Fall 
Andover/Exter weekend. Or 
maybe it’ll be like the time we 
almost burned down Sarah’s 
house. We will feel grateful to 
have come across the paths of 
one another, still in disbelief of 
what we did, the fun we had, 
and the memories that helped 
shape the people we are. 

This year, just like that first 
day in the chapel, we hope you 
remembered to look to your 
sides to see who was next to 
you through every rise and fall. 
Remember who sat by you at 
your lows and who celebrated 
with you at your highs. You may 
have seen this or not — depend-
ing on where you stood that day 
— but remember that in the end 
of each turn of falling and ris-
ing, we all stood, arms raised, 
together. 

BLUE KEY HEADS XVIII

Here’s to Us
t.conrardy/the phillipian

z.stewart/the phillipian

The Blue Key Heads of 2018 
are Pierce Bausano, Michael 
Codrington, Thomas Glover, 
Reuben Philip, Will Raphael, 
Sarah Rigazio, Allegra Stew-
art, Krystiana Swain, Tookie 
Wilson, and Evelyn Wu.
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IT’S NO SECRET THAT 
faculty of color on this 
campus do more emo-

tional labor than white fac-
ulty, and yet, there is a part of 
you that feels like it is taboo 
to say this out loud in front 
of a white faculty member. 
You are afraid that once you 
say it, they might ask, “How 
so?” or “What do you mean?” 
and you will have to explain 
yourself.

Explain how isolating it 
feels to be one of only a few 
faculty of color in your fairly 
large department.

Explain how this isola-
tion at times reinforces your       

impostor syndrome.
Explain how frustrated you 

are to see the same faculty 
showing up at events to sup-
port students of color.

Explain how navigating 
white fragility is exhausting.

Explain how you’re pretty 
sure some of your “allies” are 
actually undercover white 
feminists.

Explain how angry you are 
at yourself when your over-
whelming vulnerability forc-
es you to be silent.

Explain how your heart 
breaks when students of color 
share their stories with you.

The emotional labor you 
have to do (and are expected 
to do) is both conscious and 
subconscious. You know the 
students of color feel it too.

We are not attacking any-
one by writing this.

We are not shaming anyone 
by writing this.

We are not chastising any-
one by writing this.

We are holding you ac-
countable.

Asking you to question your 
pedagogy.

Asking you to question your 
interactions with faculty of 
color.

Asking you to question your 
interactions with students of 
color.

Asking you to confront your 
whiteness.

We desperately hope that 
you are reading this.

We want you to know that 
it is not sustainable for fac-
ulty of color to be the only (or 
primary) source of support 
for students of color.

JENNIFER QUIJAS 
& DIAMOND GRAY

We Can’t Do It Alone

r.haltmaier/the phillipian

D.TULLER/THE PHILLIPIAN

Jennifer Quijas is a Teach-
ing Fellow in English. Dia-
mond Gray is a Teaching Fel-
low in Art.

“THE SECRET OF STAYING 
young is to live honestly, 
eat slowly, and lie about 

your age.” Lucille Ball, better 
known for her role in “I Love 
Lucy,” spits some strong truth 
in this quote. Ball believes age 
is merely a perception to others 
that we willingly portray, and 
as long as we feel young, we 
are young. But this perception, 
of course, is heavily influenced 
by society’s pre-existing ideas 
of age, hence the necessity to 
lie about the number of times 
she has witnessed the Earth ro-
tate around the sun. Her quote 
resonated with me because it 
speaks to one’s internal conflict 
with age while acknowledging 
that there are external factors 
relating to it that we cannot 
change, something I have come 
to discover during my first year 
at Andover.

As a 24-year-old, I am rela-
tively new to the world of ca-
reers, especially when com-
pared to some faculty members 
who have worked at Andover 
for over 20 years. Some would 
say this is a golden opportunity 
to learn from those with years 
of experience in their fields, but 
I would argue that it’s actually 
quite an intimidating experi-
ence. Now, don’t get me wrong, 
I have learned a lot from my 
colleagues and will continue 
to do so during my time here, 
but if you asked me to remem-
ber key moments I have shared 
with veteran faculty members, 
most of them would involve me 
being mistaken for a student. 

For example, at an All-School 
Meeting (ASM) I was asked by 
a dean to move into Cochran 
Chapel so I could properly 
listen to the speaker. My first 

thought was that this person 
was being very considerate of 
my ASM experience, but it be-
came very clear that this was 
not the case after they repeat-
ed the suggestion with a much 
stronger tone and choice of 
words. It was then that I real-
ized this was not a suggestion 
but a request, and that they 
had clearly confused me for 
a student. Of course, no hard 
feelings were had. In fact, I 
thought it was quite comical 
once they figured out I was 
actually a faculty member on a 
committee with them. 

Another example occurred 
when I walked into the Fit-
ness Center to do my daily 
five-mile elliptical exercises (I 
don’t fact check this). The fac-
ulty member on duty asked if 
I happened to be a sports cap-
tain so that I could watch the 
Center and they could run to 
the bathroom. Though I was 
flattered, I had to, again, have 
the awkward “I’m actually a 
faculty member” conversation 
that I am getting pretty good at. 
These two experiences, indi-
vidually, didn’t have an impact 
on my perception of my age, but 
collectively, I began to notice a 
pattern and wondered if this 
was how most of the campus 
viewed me, especially students.

I am anywhere from five to 
ten years older than most stu-
dents, which, if you think about 
it, isn’t much of an age gap. So, 
beginning to wonder if students 
also confused me for one of 
their own didn’t seem too far-
fetched of an idea. Ironically, as 
I was writing this article while 
on duty in the dorm, a group of 
students confirmed my suspi-
cions. Even to the students who 
I have come to know very well, 
I appeared to blend in as one of 
their classmates during one of 
their after-study-hours conver-
sations. This, of course, wasn’t 
the only time a student hasn’t 
recognized me as a faculty 
member. The mistake is often 
made while I am waiting in line 
at Paresky Commons, walking 
down the paths on campus, or 
attending or chaperoning an 
event, usually by a student (or 
Andover adult) I haven’t had 
the pleasure of meeting yet.

So clearly, if students and 

faculty  alike are confusing me 
for a student, then I must be 
presenting myself as a young-
er individual, either through 
appearance or demeanor. To 
someone of an older genera-
tion, like Lucille Ball, this is 
actually an accomplishment, 
but to someone who is recently 
starting to break into the pro-
fessional field of academia, it 
doesn’t feel all that successful. 
Unlike Ball, it feels as if I would 
rather relinquish my youth 
than preserve it. I began to 
wonder if I was the only faculty 
member who felt this way.

After surveying a few 
“younger faculty” members 
during a lunch conversation, I 
learned that most of them had 
experienced times when they 
were also mistaken for a stu-
dent, usually by other faculty 
members and sometimes by 
students. To them, it also didn’t 
feel great, because it usually 
meant having awkward conver-
sations with colleagues or diffi-
cult interactions with students. 
Being confused for a student 
can make young faculty mem-
bers feel as if our experiences 
and authority as educators are 
invalidated by our age. I think 
this is particularly problem-
atic for young faculty of color, 

but that is an entirely different 
conversation that we should 
also have on campus. But, after 
much thought, I realized I had 
missed such a key component 
of being a young faculty mem-
ber.

I was so preoccupied with 
the negative and awkward in-
teractions I had with colleagues 
and students that I completely 
glazed over the perks of be-
ing so close in age to my stu-
dents. I didn’t realize this until 
I asked some boys in my dorm 
to describe young faculty mem-
bers by using one word. They 
quickly responded with words 
like “chill,” “hip,” “awkward,” 
“relatable,” and one account of 
“poppin’.” I didn’t realize it, but 
those words described my first 
year here at Andover perfectly. 
I was chill, hip, and poppin’, 
but I was also very awkward 
at times, and I think to a lot of 
people, that can seem relatable. 

As a young faculty member, 
I want to seem like I know ex-
actly what I am doing. But the 
truth is, as a young person in 
general, I still learn new things 
every day. I think this vulnera-
bility and transparency is what 
allows me to relate to my stu-
dents, which leads to amazing 
and thoughtful conversations 

with them. And, I’ve come to 
realize that as long as I feel con-
fident in myself and my deci-
sions, being confused for a stu-
dent isn’t so much a measure of 
my ability to be an educator but 
rather a compliment for how 
I navigate campus in a unique 
space of my own.

So, to the Class of 2018, I 
leave you with this bit of ad-
vice. You are moving on to chal-
lenging and new experiences in 
your lives, and at times you will 
be hip, you will be chill, and 
you will be awkward, and that’s 
okay. It’s okay to make mistakes. 
It’s okay to feel uncomfortable. 
And lastly, it’s definitely okay to 
be yourself. Have confidence in 
your decisions, and as long as 
they are thoughtful, consider-
ate, and kind, they will be the 
right ones for you. And when 
someone comes along and em-
phasizes your age, remember 
that being young means you’re 
still growing and learning, and 
that’s a beautiful thing.

Victor Leos is a Fellow in 
Community Engagement. 

VICTOR LEOS

“I’m Actually a Faculty Member”
N.CUSHMAN/THE PHILLIPIA

N

K.SONG/the phillipian
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RATHER THAN IN-
DULGE in a lengthy prose 
that would attempt — yet 

fail — to summarize and reflect 
on my experience at Andover, 
I decided to switch things up a 
bit. Between the ages of 14 and 
18, I’ve been asked a number of 
thoughtful questions surround-
ing my life; in particular, my life 
as high school student, as an An-
dover student, as a Black Andover 
student, as a Black woman who is 
an Andover student; the list goes 
on. Never have I had the chance 
to answer those questions fully, 
so why not do so now? Here it 
goes: 

1. What piece of advice do you 
wish you could give to your Ju-
nior self?

Something along the lines of, 
“Figure your voice,” and “No is 
a full sentence,” and “Keep not 
taking yourself too seriously — 
it’s far better in the end,” and 
“Don’t forget that you’re already 
awesome. You don’t have to do 
all of those things to make you 
awesome — they just make you 
even more awesome.” Or re-
ally any words that would allow 
myself to remain the optimistic 
person I was when I first got to 
campus. 

2. Favorite Andover memory?
Af-Lat-Am’s 50th anniver-

sary weekend was hands down 
the happiest I have ever been at 
Andover. When you have a com-
munity of people who look like 
you, operate in similar ways to 
you, are successful, and made 
it out of Andover right in front 
of you, you see yourself and the 
campus in a new light. The en-
ergy and support that was con-
sistent throughout the reunion 
was incredible. 

3. What was the most unex-
pected thing you did here?

Considering the fact that I did 
not participate in Philo, Model 
United Nations, or Mock Trial 
as I originally intended to, about 
90 percent of the things I do on 
campus were unexpected. The 
most unexpected of the unex-

pected would be that I would 
star in “For Colored Girls.” If 
you told me I was going to be 
in a play during my first year or 
even during my Senior winter, I 
wouldn’t have believed you. And  
yet, here I am! 

4. What would you change 
about your experience?

I wish I allowed myself to 
be more trusting with those 
around me and that I reached 
out for help — academic, social, 
and emotional — earlier than 
I did. If I had the same level 
of self awareness, control, and 
confidence as I do now during 
my Lower Winter or even my 
Upper Fall, I think I would’ve 
found myself in a more positive 
mental space. I wish I felt more 
included, or at least was brave 
enough to ensure that space was 
made for me and people like me. 

5. Would you send your kids to 
Andover?

If I’m being completely hon-
est, one of my goals in graduat-
ing from Andover is so that my 
children — if I decided to have/
adopt any — would not have to 
attend Andover. Ideally, with 
the privileges and opportunities 
that I’ve been given and will use, 
I can socially and economically 
advance and provide my chil-
dren the access that I lacked, 
which was (another) one of my 
main motivations in attending 
Andover. BUT, if my children 
decide that they want to come 
to Andover of their own voli-
tion and decide that spending 
their more formidable years on 
this campus seems like the place 
for them, then I would not stand 
in their way. Andover would, 
hopefully, provide a different 
experience in 20-or-so years for 
all of its students as the school 
advances with the times. The 
way my children would oper-
ate on campus, especially if they 
end up coming from a privileged 
background, would alter their 
Andover experience, severely.  

6. Favorite faculty member?
No such thing! To pick a sin-

gular faculty member that I ap-
preciate and adore more than 
others would be an impossible 
task and one that would dis-
service the utterly amazing fac-
ulty members that I have come 
in contact with. Now, choos-
ing faculty members who have 
positively influenced me the 
most is a task that I can do. In 
no order — Dr. Lopez-Morales, 
I couldn’t have ask for better 
advisor/therapist/life coach/
mentor; Ms. Springer who has 
been a rock in my life from the 

first day I met her and will defi-
nitely be so after Andover; Mr. 
Grimm for his constant belief 
in me and my abilities; LCG for 
being the glue that keeps this 
campus together and for never 
being too busy to hang out with 
a student; highkey every person 
who works in CAMD; all of my 
house counselors who have pro-
vided me not just a dorm but a 
home throughout my four years; 
Dr. Ramos and Mrs. Paulson for 
their boldness and brilliance and 
for showing me that black and 
brown girls can be scholars and 
unapologetically themselves; 
Ms. Damore for reminding me 
that learning can be enjoyable 
once again — just to name a few. 

7. Did you like it here?
You see, “like” is a strong 

word. To me, saying “like” 
would indicate that I had a an 
overall positive experience at 
Andover, which would be a lie. 
I also wouldn’t say I had an en-
tirely negative experience at 
Andover. While I would say I 
spend most of my time being 
stressed or anxious about a task 
of some sorts, I wouldn’t say I 
was sad. But, that constant feel-
ing of not being happy, or even 
just not content with current 
happenings, makes it particu-
larly difficult to have a good An-
dover experience. 

8. Favorite meal at Paresky 
Commons?

Depends on the time of day! 
For breakfast, I’m a sucker for 
chocolate chip pancakes and 
Perfecto’s plain bagels. And, 
back in the olden days (a.k.a., 
my Junior year) there was this 
phenomenally good pound cake 
served once a week! It was per-
fectly moist and the icing was 
sweet but not too sweet, and it 
was the highlight of my Fridays. 
For lunch, the mac-and-cheese 
bar is always a win. Dinner is a 
rotation between shrimp stir fry, 
pimento mac and cheese, the 
shrimp curry, and the shrimp 
linguine. If you’re asking — yes, I 
like shrimp. For dessert, I would 
swing for the last molten cookie 
or seven-layer bar. 

9. How did you make Andover 
yours?

By doing the absolute most 
that I could within any role 
I played on campus. I like to 
think I gave each activity I was 
involved in a better sense of 
group identity, whether that 
be through Af-Lat-Am or the 
proctees in my hall. Additional-
ly, I tried to make every space I 
was in more inclusive for people 
like me: low-income or Black or 

woman or non-Northern-esque. 
I made Andover mine by making 
campus a place that was for me, 
rather than letting Andover be 
just a campus that I live on. 

10. What changes do you think 
would make Andover better?

While fostering change in 
a 240-year-old institution is a 
uphill battle, I believe it can be 
done. I think the major chang-
es of more transparency from 
the administration and faculty; 
a new schedule that can allot 
more time to student wellness 
and work in diversity, equity, 
and inclusion; and more fund-
ing for programs and resources 
that prevent students from get-
ting left behind. These are big 
ideas, far easier said than done, 
and might not be economically 
feasible without more funding 
from donations, but I believe 
that they would allow Andover 
to remain an education power-
house and not an environment 
where kids are wishing to just to 
make it to the finish line. 

11. Best lawning space?
Don’t believe the hype of the 

Great Lawn! It’s a scam! The 
best lawns are the spaces that 
are most private and more of 
a walk — the fields by the soft-
ball diamond, the area behind 
Graves Hall, the Abbot Circle 
lawn, and other nooks and hid-
den places on campus. My per-
sonal favorites are Gelb Lawn 
and on the Knoll. 

12. Most underrated aspect of 
Andover?

Everything and anything sur-
rounding the library. Sadly, the 
next 18 months without it will 
be rough for you youngins, but 
the resources, the excellence of 

the librarians, and the access to 
almost anything ranging from 
art supplies to primary docu-
ments is unbelievable. In short: 
USE. THE. LIBRARY. And get 
to know librarians while you’re 
there! 

13. Favorite spot on campus?
Without a doubt, it’s CAMD. 

While the space can operate in 
very different ways, there is a 
sense of purpose and belonging 
that I gain each time I step a foot 
through the door. CAMD is a 
sense of community, safety, and 
humor that cannot be matched 
or found elsewhere, on this 
campus or off of it.  

14. What comes next?
Short term? College! Because 

four years of residential living 
just wasn’t enough! 

Long term? Whatever job that 
allows me to make a genuine dif-
ference in the world. Recently, 
I’ve become kind of obsessed 
with leaving my “mark” on the 
world and the only way to do 
that, in my opinion, is to help the 
most amount of people. I like to 
think a career that involves de-
veloping in social policy or cre-
ating legislation that provides 
for a more equitable world. 

15. Are you ready to leave?
In my four years, I have grown 

and changed and blossomed in 
more ways than I could imagine. 
I’m appreciative of my experi-
ences here, but it’s time to go out 
and make some new memories. 

EMILY NDIOKHO

15 Questions, 15 Answers

Emily Ndiokho is a four-
year Senior from Allen, Tex. 

T.CONRARDY/the phillipian
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I HAVE ALWAYS VIEWED 
happiness at Andover as 
a destination that I would 

eventually reach. Whenever 
times were difficult, I would 
paint a picture in my head of 
Andover draped in warm sun-
light, calling me with beckon-
ing arms, and I would get a 
glowing feeling in my chest. 
I always held onto that im-
age and reassured myself that 
soon, I would reach that place; 
one day, I would be happy here.

I soon learnt that achieving 
the goal of happiness at Ando-
ver is not easy.

I do believe that Ando-
ver has a pessimistic culture. 
There are certain expectations 
and pressures about student 
life here. For example, you are 
supposed to feel sad during 
Winter Term; Upper Year is 
supposed to be very difficult 
and stressful; Andover is not 
supposed to be an easy and 
carefree environment. I often 

hear more complaints than 
compliments about the Acad-
emy. 

I took these negative stan-
dards and used them to define 
my view of Andover. When 
people emphasized the dif-
ficulty of a particular class, I 
made sure that class was diffi-
cult for me; I did not give my-
self the chance to put in effort 
and see how I did. Instead, I 
limited myself and my abilities 
based on a preconceived idea. 
Whenever I felt sad or beaten 
down during Winter Term, I 
convinced myself that I was 
supposed to feel that way, and 
I kept feeding onto my sadness 
until I felt like I was wrapping 
myself in a blanket of gloom 
and pity. And all the while, 
happiness seemed like more 
and more of a reach to me.

Then I realized something 
back home in Hong Kong. 
Surrounded by the familiarity 
of my environment, I was re-
minded of how I responded to 
challenges in the past. The old 
me would not sit around and 
sulk; she would not feel sorry 
for herself; she would be on 
her feet doing something about 
it. It dawned on me that self-
pity was not a magic solution 
that would help me be happy 
at Andover. Naively holding 
onto the hope that one day I 
would be happy did not give 
me the high school experience 
I wanted out of Andover. 

I have learnt to be empow-
ered and to find credibility in 
my own work. I have sought 
after more for myself. Maybe 
it is because of Senior Year 
approaching, or because the 
prospect of leaving this place 
before being able to make it 
home is unthinkable. Regard-
less, I have learnt to live at An-
dover on my own terms, and 
with my own expectations. I 
have changed my definition of 
being happy.

Happiness is not a goal that 
can be achieved permanently; 
it sometimes makes an ap-
pearance. Andover exists on a 
pendulum: there are moments 
when you get that glowing 
feeling in your chest, moments 
when you just feel like you are 
ready to graduate, and every-
thing in between. Andover is 
no doubt a difficult place to 
live, but it is a place where I 
am learning to give myself a 
chance. It is easy to lose sight 
of what you are capable of in 
this school, and to limit your 
abilities because of the abun-
dance of talent around you. I 
have learnt to settle for more, 
and to be selfish when I need 
to be. So to anyone reading 
this, hang in there — remem-
ber that you are brilliant, and 
never let the Academy dull 
your sparkle.

i.emekekwue/the phillipian
Celine Cheung is a two-

year Upper from Hong Kong. 

CELINE CHEUNG

A Letter of Empowerment

M

.CHEUNG/THE PHILLIPIA
N



June 3, 2018 T h e  P h i l l i p i a n Commentary B5

IN REFLECTING ON MY 
first year at Andover, I 
think it’s important to 

start at the beginning of my 
experiences and understand-
ings of education. A well-re-
garded sociologist of educa-
tion, Dan Lortie, describes a 
key phenomenon for teachers 
as the “apprenticeship of ob-
servation,” which is to say that 
teachers are first socialized 
into teaching through obser-
vation of their own teachers. 
Essentially, we don’t just learn 
to teach from observing our 
own teachers; we learn fun-
damental principles of what 
teaching in fact is from ob-
serving our teachers: what it 
means to teach, its purpose, as 
well as its form.

I was a public school stu-
dent all my life. My mom 
taught, then later became an 
administrator and district of-
ficial, in public school sys-
tems. Throughout my time as 
an educator, I’ve valued public 
schools, primarily in that I be-
lieve them to be the backbone 
of our democracy (this, despite 
the many man-made failures 
associated with them, which 
I won’t get into here). My 
worldview and understanding 
of what teaching is has been 
shaped by my experiences 
within public school systems. 
So, why did I come here, to 
Andover, not just a private 
school, but also a particularly 
elite school with considerable 
social and financial capital?

I really loved my time teach-
ing in a public school, so it 
wasn’t that. One issue was 
probably the hoops that public 
school teachers have to jump 
through when moving from 
one state to another, given that 
I last taught in Philadelphia. 
But after having been in grad 
school for a number of years, 
I wasn’t necessarily looking 
to go back into the classroom. 

I did like the idea of teach-
ing high school students once 
more, as well as living where 
I worked (those who know 
me know I abhor driving in 
the Boston area). I also liked 
some of the people here and 
the programs around equity 
and inclusion. It’s not enough 
to be need blind and recruit 
a diverse pool of students — 
which was another thing I 
appreciated about Andover 
— an education organization 
needs to serve those students 
well, especially when a num-
ber of them don’t arrive with 
the same social or intellec-
tual capital as everyone else. 
The administration’s desire 
to serve all students well was 
made clear to me when I inter-
viewed here.

Andover is an elite institu-
tion, and from what I under-
stand, it’s begun the process of 
opening its doors to more stu-
dents. Recently, that’s meant 
trying to understand how to 
serve students who don’t fit 
the traditional molds of this 
school. That means work-
ing proactively with students 
who have learning differences. 
It means developing cultur-

ally responsive pedagogies 
for students who don’t always 
see themselves represented 
in the curriculum and the in-
structional strategies that have 
been the norm here — students 
from marginalized races, gen-
ders, sexualities, and socio-
economic statuses. And I think 
Andover’s trying to do that. 
There seems to be sustained 
movement in these areas — 
ahead of many similar schools, 
I gather. I saw myself fitting 
in here as someone who could 
work with faculty in the Histo-
ry Department who are wres-
tling with the implications of 
some of these issues. It’s not 
easy, and I don’t think we get 
everything right, but we have 
had ongoing productive con-
versations that can hopefully 
push us forward.

Now, I don’t want to come 
off as disingenuous by only 
painting a rosy picture here. 
For one, I think that at times 
people assume too much about 
the knowledge people new 
to this type of environment 
might have. It’s not just about 
curricular knowledge; there’s 
also institutional and social 
knowledge (what some might 

call capital) to consider. The 
people here haven’t all had 
access to the same socializa-
tion processes as some who 
are quite used to independent 
schools or more personal free-
doms. I find this to be true 
for both students and faculty. 
I think that, as an organiza-
tion, we can also be more open 
about how we can collectively 
learn from past and ongoing 
mistakes, though in all hon-
esty, I’m not quite sure what 
that would look like — not yet, 
anyway. 

Also, Andover comes off as 
a diverse organization, and 
while I think it is in impor-
tant ways, I wonder what that 
means when we dig deeper. 
The national trend for diversi-
fying institutions like Andover 
is to draw from privileged sub-
groups within marginalized 
communities, for example, 
middle-class people from mar-
ginalized racial groups. True 
diversity would mean digging 
into those ongoing disparities, 
if they exist. 

Finally, in a place with such 
a long history, it’s very easy 
to fall into the trap of doing 
things because that’s the way 

they’ve always been done. 
While I think we have a very 
self-aware and considerate 
group of leaders in terms of 
administrators and teachers 
(and I mean that sincerely), 
there are some perspectives 
and experiences to which they 
might not be privy. A lot of the 
faculty here are here because 
they’re experts in a field rath-
er than in education. Drawing 
knowledge from the education 
field would help keep us from 
having to reinvent the wheel 
when it comes to organiza-
tional innovation and reform. 
I’m not sure we do that here 
quite enough.

So why am I here, and per-
haps most importantly at this 
point in my reflection, what 
have I learned in my time here 
thus far, a space far removed 
from my personal “apprentice-
ship” and thus a bit foreign 
to me? These are important 
questions to ask as I start to 
wrap up my first year here and 
look to my second. Notwith-
standing my belief in public 
schooling, I think there is a 
lot of good that happens here 
and a lot of good that I can do 
while I’m here. I like being 

in a school that cares about 
diversity and wrestles with 
the difficulties of growing 
into a more diverse yet ac-
cessible space. I like the fact 
that my expertise is unique. 
I’ve learned so much just 
from my colleagues in the 
History Department, and I 
think I have a lot to add with 
my own background in pub-
lic education and studying 
education-specific theories. 
I think I’m serving my stu-
dents pretty well by making 
them think about history 
and knowledge in new ways. 
Quite simply, I also just like 
being around thoughtful, 
passionate people, including 
both faculty and students. 
The people have made it a 
true pleasure to work and 
live here, even as I’m still 
learning what I want my 
place here to be.

t.conrardy/the phillipian

Juan Sanchez is an In-
structor in History and So-
cial Science.

JUAN SANCHEZ

Making Sense of My Time in a Private School
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I AM LISTENING TO MY 
father tell me I will work 
with my mind. I remember 

receiving my first college ac-
ceptance letter and being disap-
pointed with the financial aid 
package. My father had it all fig-
ured out; I can hear the reminis-
cence in his own voice as he is 
transported back to Higuey, the 
small city in the Dominican Re-
public where he worked for an 
education that he could never 
complete. I can hear the mois-
ture dissolve in his throat as he 
recounts working long, strenu-
ous hours to buy food for his 
family and provide some kind of 
financial stability for his many 
sisters and brothers. My father 
frequently travels back in time 
to give advice for whatever ails 
me, but specifically telling me 
time and time again that every-
thing he has done and everything 
he will do is for us. 

Everything he sacrificed got 
me closer and closer to finish-
ing my college education and 
unlocking English literature. I 
am at a point in my life where I 
can name Hamlet’s lineage but 

not my own. The traditional 
canon of English literature has 
become more familiar than 
the stories I was told as a child 
— more familiar than “El Cuco 
y La Ciguapa.” I am afraid of 
the consequences of not un-
derstanding my heritage, so I 
have dedicated my first year 
of teaching to exploring works 
by underrepresented authors. 

My classroom will take up 
space. My syllabus will be an 
act of resistance. It is my be-
lief that you cannot talk about 
literature without talking 
about identity in some form — 
whether it is Chaucer’s “The 
Wife of Bath’s Tale,” or Shake-
speare’s “Twelfth Night,” or 
“Hamlet,” or “Macbeth,” or 
“Othello,” or Kendrick La-
mar’s recent Pulitzer prize-
winning album “DAMN.” 
These choices in texts are 
made quite purposefully, per-
haps even political in their 
nature. While I recognize the 
importance of the English lit-
erary tradition, it is important 
to understand how it began 
and how these canonical works 
interrupt marginalized voices 
from entering greater intellec-
tual and literary discourse.

In my own education, I was 
underexposed to texts that re-
flected my own experiences and 
life. It created voids in my per-
sonal and academic life, and so 
I have learned to turn to writ-
ing to fill these gaps — whether 
I am writing poetry or prose, I 
attempt to understand myself 
through the craft of writing and 
the passage of time. I write to 
fill the gaps between my for-

mal American education and 
my cultural upbringing. There 
has to be an in-between, a point 
where they meet and collide 
and combine to form one being 
— is this the purpose of educa-
tion? 

My father is quite proud of 
my journey through the school 
system. My  father tells me I will 
work with my mind, but it is my 
body that possesses the strength 
necessary to go on. I am re-
minded of his categorization 
of labor every time I step into 
class. I think of the way my body 

stands awkwardly at the front 
of my classroom; I am fumbling 
with my hands, not knowing 
whether to put them at my side, 
flat against my wide hips, or to 
cross them below my chest. In-
stead I have them motion like 
an awkward game show host 
to the whiteboard where I have 
scribbled dates and notes and 
other seemingly important in-
formation I do not want to for-
get. Teaching is a kind of art, a 
kind of internal and external 
performance of self, knowl-
edge and fortitude. I am aware 

of the face I make when I am 
confused and I am aware of the 
small serpent-like tattoo on my 
ankle — all exposed for scrutiny. 
I am very aware of my body. I 
am aware of the space my body 
takes up in the classroom, how 
my fat body navigates the dan-
gerously small Bulfinch 203 
classroom. My father reminds 
me to take up space — reminds 
me that yo soy un Guerrero, una 
mujer fuerte.

DARIANA GUERRERO

Una Mujer Fuerte

Dariana Guerrero is a 
Teaching Fellow in English.
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LESS THAN FIVE WEEKS 
into my first term at 
Andover, I wrote and 

promptly discarded a letter to 
an acquaintance from church. 
We weren’t really friends. He 
had just moved out West, some-
where sunnier and far more 
pleasant than Essex County, 
and I think I associated him 
with a kind of warm separa-
tion that made him an easy 
receptacle for my confession. 
At least, if I hadn’t stuffed the 
letter in the drawer under my 
bookshelf, overcome with em-
barrassment. I don’t know why 
I saved that crumpled sheet of 
graph paper, but I’m glad I did.

“It’s insane. This isn’t a 
school where normal kids go 
to discover their talents. It’s a 
place where the talented be-
come more talented, the bril-
liant become geniuses and 
senators and Nobel Laureates 
and all that stuff. I’m noth-
ing — I’m mediocre, and I’ll 
never be anything but medio-
cre,” I wrote, barely 15 years 
old, overwhelmed and full of 
misdirected hormones.

The truth is, I’ve spent the 
majority of my time at An-
dover struggling against the 
bounds of my own mediocri-
ty. The hierarchy came quick. 
A few months in, we could all 
pick out the kids who were 
going to make it — the top 
dogs, the real deal. The Ju-
niors who were placed into 
calculus just stood out a bit 
from everyone else. When I 
saw them around, they always 
appeared to be shimmering 
behind some translucent, im-
permeable veil, tucking their 
hair behind an ear or chewing 
on the end of a pen like glow-
ing gods. The literary talents 
revealed themselves almost 
as quickly; when I think back, 
I imagine them all as carrying 
leather-bound notebooks. 

At some point, I began to 
understand I maybe wasn’t 
the luminous polymath I 
made myself out to be in my 
application. The realization 
was a private moment, maybe 
a private set of moments. I’m 
fine at math, but I’ll never be 
great — not like the kids who 
use the whiteboards in Morse. 
Sure, I can write a decent lab 
report, but there’s no hidden 
talent there just waiting to be 
unbridled. It was startling to 
take stock of myself after my 
first year at Andover, my past 
accomplishments and cre-
ative potential, and write it 
all off as mediocrity.

Before my Andover educa-
tion, I was certainly no nar-
cissist (or at least that’s how 
I choose to remember it), but 
I did have the sturdy breed 
of self-assurance common 
among 13-year-olds. I maybe 
wasn’t the best of the best in 
certain subjects, but when I 
worked hard, I had the po-
tential to be a top competi-
tor. I could speak clearly and 
was secure in the fact that my 
thoughts were worth the time 
of others. I knew that I had 
something valuable to say. 
After four years at Andover, 
I’m not that girl anymore. I 
carry myself differently now, 
I think. I speak slower, hesi-
tate more. It’s not that I don’t 
think I have anything inter-
esting or worthwhile to say; 
it’s just that I’m well aware 
that I’m not the foremost au-
thority on anything, not when 

I’ve met people who can out-
compete me in every possible 
way. Andover wrung that glit-
tering self-assurance out of 
me almost immediately. 

And know, I’m wary of giv-
ing Andover too much credit 
for my teenage experience. I 
think we all tend to do this 
sometimes, but I’ve been es-
pecially guilty. I treat this 
school like it’s some magic 
thing that has worked me 
over in mysterious, mean-
ingful ways, but honestly, I 
think most of the changes I 
see in myself are simply the 
product of my being a high 
schooler. Yes, Andover makes 
me sad, but guess who else is 
sad? Every teenager ever. I’m 
sure I would have learned to 
be mediocre, to recognize my 
relative mediocrity and act 
accordingly, somewhere else. 

But the powerful thing 
about Andover is that it made 
me aware of my limitations so 
much earlier than I otherwise 
would have been. It’s part of 
the school’s design. It’s why 
we come here. This is due to 
both the astounding wealth of 
talent present on our campus 
and the breadth and magni-
tude of opportunities we are 
afforded here. Most people 
make it at least to their first 
office job before they realize 
they aren’t natural-born lead-
ers — maybe they’re better off 
filing paperwork for a while 
before they move up to proj-
ect management. In my third 
year at Andover, however, I 

was given partial control over 
The Phillipian, a publication 
with a storied past, a tem-
peramental staff, and loose 
deadlines. During my time as 
Executive Editor, I came face 
to face with my debilitating 
fear of public speaking and 
discovered that I was a me-
diocre team manager. In 12 
short months, I made some of 
the worst decisions of my life; 
my failures were frequent, 
public, and miserable.

Some would say that this 
should serve as motivation. 
Who says I can’t still be a 
CEO without these innate 
skills? There are such things 
as self-help novels and lead-
ership training, after all. But I 
am of the mind that my whole 
Phillipian experience should 
be more about self-reflec-
tion than self-improvement. 
We criticize the “culture of 
comparison” at Andover for 
making us feel “less than,” 
but maybe sometimes a little 
reality check is warranted. 
There’s something fierce 
about knowing exactly who 
you are: every side of your-
self, every strength, and ev-
ery weakness. So I discovered 
that I’m maybe just middling 
in an executive-level position. 
I’m not really comfortable be-
ing the face of anything. And, 
astonishingly, that’s fine with 
me. 

I’ve redirected my atten-
tion towards careers in which 
I can be a behind-the-scenes 
player, and I’ll probably be 

happier and more success-
ful because of it. At Andover, 
we all want to be politicians, 
CEOs, leaders in our fields. 
We all want to be exceptional. 
Coming to terms with the fact 
that that’s just not who I am 
was both revelatory and free-
ing. 

As much as I loathe to ad-
mit it, Andover has left its 
mark on me. This school and 
its people have magnified 
my mistakes and held me ac-
countable for them, shoved 
me down and made me pull 
myself back up again. I’m 
grateful for the feelings of 
inadequacy, the sharp resent-
ment and the struggle for 
something more. After four 
years here, I like to think I 
know myself more complete-
ly than I ever have, though I 
expect I might live an entire 
lifetime without fully un-
derstanding how this all has 
changed me. 

CECELIA VIEIRA

Nothing and Everything

Cecelia Vieira is a four-
year Senior from Andover, 
Mass.
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IT IS HUMAN NATURE 
for us to seek out physi-
cal compensation, to say 

“Yes, this is worth it,” clutch-
ing a test with a scribbled 95 
on it or a cup of cheese and 
crackers at a talk in Pear-
son. It is ingrained — a way 
of thinking that is less com-
plex than the abstract mental 
compensation, an arm for an 
arm, a leg for a leg. These lit-
tle reciprocities can be seen 
throughout our daily lives: 
sleeping one less hour for 
five more points on a phys-
ics test, going to The Nest to 
listen to a really cool presen-
tation about the intersection 
of technology and art (but 
actually mostly for the free 
pizza), or spending one more 
hour down in the Newsroom 
to produce a paper with mi-
nutely better layout.

I cannot deny that I used 
to view the world as a system 
of physical transactions. The 
years’ worth of marked es-
says and chem tests amassed 
in the far corner of my room, 

alongside the numerous 
books and worksheets that I 
told myself I would someday 
sift through, all attest to my 
previous mentality. Memo-
rabilia I kept from Junior 
Year — the pep rally towel, a 
broken A magnet, my heavily 
annotated “Odysseus” — have 
all been stuffed in a box un-
der my bed, tangled together 
for when I needed to remind 
myself of the worthiness of 
my Andover career. 

These transactions are easy 
to comprehend, quantitative 
like the countless grades and 
hours of sleep (or lack there-
of!) thrown at us from every 
quarter here at Andover. If 
we expand the viewfinder 
and observe the full picture, 
however, it becomes expo-
nentially harder to measure 
value. Is our time at Andover 
worth it? Sometimes I think I 
can use college results as the 
physical compensation for 
this period in my life. But it is 
so much more than that.

Reflecting as someone 
graduating from Andover, 
I’ve realized, although maybe 
too late, that my time here has 
been invaluable. It can not be 
measured quantitatively. I’ve 
gained skills and knowledge; 
I’ve learned how to laugh, 
how to cry, how to scream; 
I’ve learned that those sleep-
less nights where I sat in the 
dorm staircase talking until 
dawn are the ones I will miss 
the most. I remember the 
days I couldn’t breathe and 

just walked across Chapel 
Avenue, down Bartlet Street, 
and through Morton Street, 
one foot in front of the oth-
er, a baffled fawn learning 
to walk without her mother, 
letting my body handle my 
lungs on its own. I remember 
the days I sat in a seat in Si-
lent — far right at the third-
to-last table — facing the 
door, reading and rereading 
until physics equations were 
etched into the folds of my 
brain. I remember the days 
I laughed so hard until I 
cried, tears streaming down 
cheeks deprived of sunlight, 
until I could not remember 
why I was so happy — just 
that I was, and it felt great.

I used to be afraid that 
I’d lead a useless life — a 
life with no meaning, a life 
to be forgotten. Occasion-
ally at Andover, on a damp, 
rainy day or after weeks of 
time standing still, static in 
the beating world, I still feel 
that way. But most times, I 
laugh at the ridiculousness 
of these fears. Andover, with 
the people I’ve been lucky 
enough to meet and with the 
somewhat-turbulent experi-
ences, constantly reminds 
me of how much I’ve grown 
and learned.

Our time at Andover is like 
a fleeting bubble, and the 
experiences we form and re-
member are what help cre-
ate this bubble. Appreciate 
the ephemeral time here, 
whether it is all four years or 

just one. Focus on the memo-
ries, the laughter, the tears. I 
admit this is hard to do amid 
countless weeks of stress 
and sleepless nights, but as 
someone who has difficulty 
remembering what happened 
Upper Year, this is all I wish I 

had done. Time flies by with-
out you realizing, until it is 
too late, and you want it all 
back.

i.emekekwue/the phillipian

Serena Ren is a four-year 
Senior from Hong Kong.

SERENA REN

an andover worth living
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A N D O V E R 
HAS LONG demon-
strated a deep commit-

ment to diversity and inclusion 
in all forms. In fact, it is notable 
that one of the most widely 
implemented pieces of federal 
civil rights legislation, the 1990 
Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) was enacted by alumnus 
President George H. W. Bush 
’64. For years, our community 
has actively worked to promote 
diversity and create a culture of 
inclusion within and across all 
aspects of the school. Diversity, 
in its many forms, is critical to 
our institutional mission, as it 
prepares students to engage 
with the wider world. Design-
ing inclusive schools is an im-
portant foundation of fostering 
an inclusive society.

Inclusion within a learning 
environment is essential be-
cause it celebrates the value of 
the contributions that each in-
dividual can make. It recognizes 
that every individual is needed 
for the whole to flourish and 
that only as an inclusive com-
munity can we conquer the great 
challenges our society faces. In-
clusivity requires us to grapple 
with the same differences and 
frictions that exist in the wider 
community.

Inclusivity presents both 
challenges and opportunities, 
and in order for it to succeed, it 
requires buy-in from each of us 
in the community. This is not the 

job of a single individual. An in-
clusive school flourishes when 
every stakeholder shares this 
common vision and is prepared 
to make inclusion a critical ele-
ment of the school’s identity.

In my role as Director of Stu-
dent Disability Services for the 
past 18 years, I have understood 
my role, in part, to be an advo-
cate for inclusivity. While the 
term diversity is often under-
stood within the context of race, 
culture, ethnicity, gender, gen-
der identity, sexual orientation, 
age, national origin, genetics, be-
lief, creed, culture, language, so-
cio-economic status, and such, 
for this Commentary article, I 
will focus on neurodiversity and 
ableism.

Neurodiversity describes the 
differences and variations in 
neurological structure and func-
tion that exist among human 
beings, especially in compari-
son with individuals with more 
typical neurological function-

ing. Ableism describes prejudice 
and/or discrimination against 
individuals with disabilities. 
This can take the form of hold-
ing prejudicial assumptions, 
stereotypes, attitudes and/or 
practices. It can also result in the 
presence of physical barriers or 
even oppression. Additionally, 
using derogatory terms to de-
fine the essence of an individual 
is not only short-sighted, it also 
grossly underestimates the wide 
range of gifts, talents, and capac-
ity those affected by these chal-
lenges bring to the community. 
We all know a diverse financial 
portfolio creates a position of 
strength. Why would this anal-
ogy not apply to communities?

When Haben Girma, the first 
deaf-blind student to graduate 
from Harvard Law School came 
to campus on March 28 to speak 
at All-School Meeting, I posed 
this question to those gathered. 
I’d like you to think about your 
experience here at Andover. You 

are working very hard to earn 
top grades, achieve the high-
est standardized test scores you 
can, and create the most impres-
sive resume in order to present 
yourself to the colleges and uni-
versities you aspire to attend in 
the most favorable light. Now, 
imagine you are doing this with 
a disability or an atypical neuro-
logical profile. How much more 
challenging would your journey 
be? Is it reasonable to expect 
that barriers will not be placed in 
your way? As Ms. Girma pointed 
out, “when we work on address-
ing the small barriers, we end up 
breaking larger obstacles.”

Inclusive education is based 
on the simple idea that every 
student and their family is val-
ued equally and deserves the 
same opportunities and experi-
ences as everyone else. It’s about 
building a community mem-
bership in which every student 
has the same opportunities to 
access a level playing field as all 

of their peers. Simply gathering 
a diverse group does not, by it-
self, produce positive outcomes. 
Inclusivity occurs when there 
is ongoing advocacy, planning, 
support, community commit-
ment, and education.

As Andover continues to 
grapple to build an inclusive 
community, it will be important 
to understand the hallmarks of 
an inclusive education. Some 
of the most important “soft” 
characteristics are providing ac-
cess to full participation, valu-
ing embracing and appreciating 
diversity, fostering attitudes of 
respect and acceptance, and cre-
ating communities that foster a 
sense of belonging. Some of the 
most important “hard” skills, 
ones more easily quantified are 
offering intentional opportuni-
ties for individuals to grow and 
learn about individual differ-
ences, and providing teaching 
and learning opportunities that 
respect each student as an indi-
vidual, which includes demon-
strating mastery in a variety of 
ways and with various defini-
tions of success.

The essence of inclusion is 
fundamentally a value system 
and not a list of requirements. 
Our mission statement under-
scores the primacy of this com-
mitment: to educate qualified 
youth from every quarter. As 
we continue to strive to follow 
the lead of our alumnus George 
H.W. Bush, I will end with an-
other quote from Haben Girma: 
“We know that people with dis-
abilities succeed not by magic 
but from the opportunities af-
forded by America and the hard-
won power of the ADA.” In the 
end, we are all benefactors for it.

PATRICIA DAVISON

Inclusion Is a Right, Not a Privilege

Patricia Davison is the 
Director of the Academic 
Skills Center and the Coor-
dinator of Student Disabil-
ity Resources.
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T H I S 
SPRING MARKS the 
close of my fifth and final 

academic year as the Currie Fam-
ily Director of the Tang Institute. 
With the generous support of 
Oscar Tang ’56, Peter Currie ’74, 
and many others, we launched 
the Institute in October 2014 as 
a center dedicated to supporting 
innovative approaches to teach-
ing and learning. Since then, we 
have collaborated with more than 
100 faculty members through 
our Tang Fellowships and Learn-
ing in the World programs. We 
have partnered with countless 
students working on a range of 
topics and seeded experiments at 
multiple scales.

The word “innovation” can feel 
overused. While commonly un-
derstood to be synonymous with 
change, its etymology is more 
complex. One embedded concept 
that often goes overlooked is the 
notion of renewal. Rather than 
requiring the invention of some-
thing completely new, innovation 
begins with the consideration 
of what exists with fresh eyes or 
novel perspective. For 240 years, 
that creative, lively ethos has been 
a hallmark of teaching and learn-
ing at Andover. The Tang Insti-
tute has proudly built upon that 
deep-seated tradition.

Our diverse projects share a 
unifying goal: to enrich and im-
prove student learning in mean-
ingful and impactful ways. How 
do we best prepare our students 
for their increasingly complex 
and interconnected world? Our 
faculty fellows are examining 

this question in a variety of ways. 
They are integrating concepts 
like growth mindset, intrinsic 
motivation, deliberate practice, 
and metacognitive skills into 
their teaching practices. They 
are broadening students’ per-
spectives as they design and 
lead cross-cultural Learning in 
the World programs in nearly 
20 countries. Other fellows are 
thoughtfully exploring the use of 
digital tools and online resources 
to reimagine the Andover class-
room while also reaching learn-
ers beyond our walls. Next year, a 
dozen faculty members will lead 
interdisciplinary projects and 
embed intellectual inquiry into 
race, class, gender, sexuality, and 
other axes of identity into our 
academic program.

By design, the ideas and explo-
rations that the Institute supports 
connect to broader discussions 
active on our campus and across 
the education landscape. They 
exemplify Andover’s commit-
ment to creating equitable edu-
cational environments where all 
students can develop the knowl-
edge, skills, and beliefs that will 
propel them to lead meaningful 
professional and personal lives.

Andover’s students inspire the 
Institute’s ambitions and have 
contributed directly to many of 
our most exciting and impact-
ful initiatives. Hundreds of stu-
dents have traveled the globe and 
brought fresh perspectives back 
to Andover as participants in our 
Learning in the World programs. 
Student teams have contributed 
to our hybrid teaching and learn-
ing efforts by building calculus 
and statistics problems as part of 
our Khan Academy partnership, 
sharing critical feedback and 
testing modules for our online 
physics modules, and creating ef-
fective — and fun — lab videos to 
accompany our chemistry iBook. 

Students have designed and 
led our TEDx events, lending 
unique perspectives and power-
ful voices to conversations about 
twenty-first century citizenship 
and the next generation’s mis-
sion statement. As projects have 

developed and matured, students 
have worked with us to consider 
how we might put educational 
research and alternative peda-
gogical approaches into practice 
at Andover. You joined us for ex-
plorations of topics as far-ranging 
as the science of sleep and the na-
ture of belonging, entrepreneurial 
thinking and digital citizenship, 
the practice of purpose, mindful-
ness, and so much more.

Nearly five years on, we con-
tinue to iterate on the optimal de-
sign for Institute as a living, learn-
ing platform and a home for ideas. 
We have learned to appreciate 
the importance of time in every 
respect: for the teachers who are 
leading projects and those who 
want to learn from them; for the 
staff members who help to re-
search, design, and evaluate those 
efforts; for the students who ac-
tively engage with and contrib-
ute to the fruits of our work and 
compel us to continually improve 
what we are doing.

Unexpected insights are also 
features of our work. In the many 
projects that don’t take off or un-
fold as we intend, we find success 
in other ways. We may uncover 
new knowledge to inform fu-
ture experiments or turn to ap-
proaches that wouldn’t otherwise 
have been evident. We continue 
to push on the complex, messy, 
and ever-evolving work of under-
standing and evaluating impact 
and learning.

The power of networked col-
laboration at Andover cannot be 
underestimated. Our small team 
has worked with and been sup-
ported by countless colleagues 
and students and nearly every of-
fice on campus. Our work has also 
been enriched through collabora-
tion and exchange with educa-
tors, entrepreneurs, schools, and 
social enterprises both near and 
far, and across the world.

As I reflect on my time at An-
dover, I am full of gratitude. For 
the community members who 
generously welcomed me in the 
fall of 2013 and helped me to un-
derstand Andover’s unique cul-
ture and history. For the faculty 

members who invited me into 
their classrooms or stopped by 
Pearson C to share their ideas and 
highlight the work of colleagues 
who inspire them. For our Board 
of Trustees, whose members 
have graciously supported this 
work and encouraged us to forge 
new alliances and push new 
boundaries. For our team and 
many campus collaborators, who 
embody the idea of innovation 
being strengthened by the ideas 
and hard work of many. And es-
pecially for our Head of School 
John Palfrey, whose vision gave 
the Institute life, and who consis-
tently reminds us of the courage it 
takes to innovate, to challenge the 
familiar, and to experiment with 
approaches that may be beyond 
what is comfortable or immedi-
ately known.

I am grateful as well for the 
good hands into which the Insti-
tute will pass: those of my friend 
and colleague Andy Housiaux, 
Instructor and Chair in Philoso-
phy and Religious Studies and 

a Tang Fellow who has led our 
mindfulness work. Harkening 
back to the notion of innovation 
as renewal, this leadership tran-
sition offers an opportunity to 
reflect on our first phase, to build 
upon the most promising aspects 
of our work, and to chart an am-
bitious path for the future under 
Andy’s guidance.

Finally, I am grateful for our 
bright, thoughtful students. You 
have become agents in creat-
ing and nurturing the Institute, 
which, in turn, has become a vi-
brant platform for ideas in ways 
that we could not have foreseen 
five years ago. To our graduating 
Seniors in particular, may you 
bring that insightful, entrepre-
neurial, and creative spirit into 
your next adventure. Congratula-
tions!

Caroline Nolan is the Cur-
rie Family Director of the 
Tang Institute.

CAROLINE NOLAN

Reflections on the Tang Institute
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WHEN THE LAST 
diploma is passed 
around the circle in 

June, Andover, like all things, 
will have completed what by 
then was a long descent from 
a daily reality to nothing more 
than a collection of memo-
ries. Andover, circa 2018, (not 
Andover itself ) is the school 
with which we will continually 
identify. Our friendships, our 
teachers, and the present state 
of campus will construct an 
enduring image of home, and it 
is this Andover that I hope to 
remember. 

In this grand effort to retain 
every memory, from late nights 
with friends doing anything 

but homework and long after-
noons lawning, to cramming 
for physics in the small hours 
of the morning, to ascending 
the grooved, marble steps in 
Paresky Commons two-at-a-
time, I have, naturally, found 
myself defining my time here 
in the context of my Spotify 
playlist. Because, while art may 
imitate reality, music is the art 
that has the unique power to 
recall it.

The songs I have added the 
past three years on Spotify are 
arranged from most recently 
added to songs I placed there 
at the beginning of my time at 
Andover. Listening to the play-
list is like living the Andover 
experience in reverse. Some-
times, I open up Spotify and 
swipe my fingers up with as 
much force as I can, and wher-
ever the screen stops scrolling, 
I click “play.” 

When the music starts play-
ing, I always feel that John 
Irving, who is, regrettably, a 
Phillips Exeter Academy alum, 
was right when he wrote in 
“A Prayer for Owen Meany:” 
“You forget — it [your memory] 
doesn’t. It simply files things 
away.” But, as musically fo-

cused neuroscientist Daniel 
Levitin writes, “In theory, if 
we only had the right cues, 
we could access any past ex-
perience.” This cue is music. 
Levitin goes on to add that a 
“song comprises a very specific 
and vivid set of memory cues... 
music is linked to events of 
the time, and those events are 
linked to the music.” Conse-
quently, we can be led to recall 
the memories of almost any 
moment in our lives, no mat-
ter how deeply away they have 
been filed, so long as they have 
corresponding musical mark-
ers. And, thankfully, I have 
developed no shortage of such 
markers since arriving on cam-
pus in 2015.

The memories that are the 

most strongly linked to mu-
sic and melodies, according 
to Levitin, are those that are 
“from our teenage years… be-
cause those years were times 
of self-discovery… they were 
emotionally charged.” Ando-
ver, for me, as it has been for 
many others, marks the period 
in my life thus far in which I 
have experienced the highest 
degree of self-discovery and 
emotional change. Music both 
that I love and that arrived in 
my life at especially emotional 
times has had the strongest im-
pact on me and played a central 
role in forging and recalling my 
most-enduring memories.

The primary example of a 
song that I find both beauti-
ful and near tear-jerking is 
Jascha Heifetz’s rendition of 
“Chaconne in G Minor.” This is 
because I first heard this song 
just prior to finals week of Se-
nior Fall, when an unforeseen 
tragedy made it an extremely 
emotionally draining time for 
much of the Class of 2018.

The closing of the term 
meant moving on, but it also 
meant re-experiencing, in a 
way, all that had been difficult 
for the previous ten weeks. The 

song is, more or less, variations 
of the same theme throughout, 
but just when I feel as though 
I will be able to anticipate the 
next sound, I am surprised — 
like the unpredictability of that 
final first trimester.

A day I do not yet need mu-
sic to remember happened last 
spring, when I read in a CNN 
article that my favorite televi-
sion show, “The X-Files,” was 
coming back for an 11th season. 
When I finally had a chance to 
watch what may be the final 
season of Mulder and Scully, 
the high hopes I had developed 
on that Spring day were, unfor-
tunately, not wholly met. But at 
the end of the fourth episode, 
Scully said something that has 
continued to resonate with me 
as my time at Andover comes 
to a close — it is the shared 
wish of all who know when 
they are experiencing the good 
old days. “I want to remember 
how it was,” she says. “I want 
to remember how it all was.” 
And with music, I think I can.

CEDRIC ELKOUH

Pressing Play on PA

Cedric Elkouh is a three-
year Senior from Enfield, 
N.H.
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I WAS WALKING INTO 
Paresky Commons with 
Serena Ren one night when 

I saw a student rushing out of 
the double doors. He was run-
ning at a violent tilt, with an 
eager urgency that only Juniors 
possess. As he blew past the 
second set of doors, the string 
of his knapsack got caught in 
the handle, and his own mo-
mentum sent him ricocheting 
back into the lobby like a pin-
ball. 

Serena was hysterical. I was 
afraid we would embarrass him 
further; his friends outside had 
already shouted, “YOOO!” and 
were howling with laughter. 
But even as I desperately tried 
to shepherd Serena into Com-
mons, giggles spilling from her 
lips, I couldn’t help but join in.

I often think about that night 
— mostly because it was re-
ally, really funny — but also be-
cause it feels a little symbolic. 
After humiliating himself, the 
student exploded through the 
double doors again with the 
same earnest speed, although 
this time with more than a little 
chagrin. He jogged over, head 
bent sheepishly, to meet his 
guffawing friends.

This is going to sound far-
fetched, but bear with me: in 
some ways, that funny little 
scene is a metaphor for my 
Andover experience. I entered 
this school naive, enthusias-
tic, brimming with energy. I 
was ready to try everything at 
Andover. Sometimes, I suc-
ceeded, but more often than 

not, I tripped, or slipped, or 
got caught up in strings, and 
rebounded right back to where 
I started. Now, thinking back 
on it, I didn’t really sustain any 
damage (a bruised ego doesn’t 
count), but it was often embar-
rassing. Back home, it was al-
ways tempting to insulate my 
fragile ego within the safety 
of the familiar, but at Andover, 
nothing was familiar. I had no 
choice but to pick myself up, 
dust myself off, and try again. 

Over the last couple of years, 
as I matured, I noticed that I 
felt a sense of pride in my “jad-
edness.” I liked thinking that I 
was no longer naive. I wore my 
world-weariness like a badge, 
emblazoned my cynical “wis-
dom” across my chest. I felt 
a rush of grim pride when I 
thought about all the failures 
and triumphs, but mostly fail-
ures, I’d had to go through to 
get to this point. 

But when I really thought 
about it, I realised that I was 
being an idiot. First of all, I’m 17 
years old and I cut my chicken 
wings with a knife and fork be-
cause I don’t like getting sauce 
on my fingers. I am not jaded. 
Second of all, why is pessimism 
such a prize? Why would I not 

want to prolong my childhood? 
Why did I want to escape the 
eager, open, stupid enthusiasm 
of a Junior?

In my last stretch at Andover, 
I have attempted to return to 
that impulsive, hopeful spirit 
that every Junior enters the 
school with. And I think I’ve 
somewhat succeeded. I’m un-
tangling my strings, very em-
barrassed but not worse for 
wear. I’m hurtling back into An-
dover, headlong and reckless, 
ready to trip and fall and get up 
again, or maybe succeed — who 
knows? 

Despite being in my last year, 
I’m trying so many things — 
some good, some bad, all of 
them new. I took the Amtrak 
with Claudia Meng. I climbed 
Holt Hill with Claire Jungmann. 
I got a 48 percent on a Physics 
test. I got lost in the sanctuary 
and Emelie Eldracher had to 
send a search and rescue mis-
sion, comprised of members of 
the diving team, to come find 
me. I was attacked with glitter 
spray paint by Emily Ndiokho. 
I decorated Cindy Espinosa’s 
wall and gave up halfway (it 
remains unfinished). I joined 
YDO. I spent hours in the Polk 
dragging boxes around on In-

Design with Miriam Feldman, 
the both of us deteriorating into 
hysterics. I discovered Yuzuru 
Hanyu (and subjected Anlan 
Du and Rudd Fawcett to my 
professions of love for him in 
the Writing Centre). I’ve taken 
beautiful, meandering walks 
with Mrs. McQuade’s Creative 
Writing Basics, and I’ve got-
ten lost in the dangerous jungle 
we call white suburbia in the 
process. I bawled like a baby 
watching Infinity War with 
Maca Artunduaga (*spoilers!*). 
I got to hear Cedric Elkouh re-
enact an iconic Vine. I ate my 
first taco in its entirety with 
Sawsan AlShaiba. I cried, face 
down, on the stone benches 
outside Commons because I 
thought my college was going 
to ruin my life (Note to Uppers: 
do as I say, not as I do). I’ve got-
ten disproportionately excited 
over century-old telegrams in 
the Archives with Dr. Roberts. 
And I spent time with my exas-
perating, aggravating, amazing, 
ridiculous family. Honestly, I 
couldn’t have made it through 
this year without all three of 
them, Jillianne, Jeannette, and 
Hannah. (Brandon, you don’t 
count until you say hi to me.)

But there is so much more 

to do. I want to hold a whole 
Asian Society meeting without 
once arguing with Navin Kheth. 
I need to make real, proper, 
grownup plans with Arisa 
Kubo. I want to go to El Taller’s 
open mic night. I want to attend 
one of Reverend Gardner’s ser-
vices despite my atheism, and 
maybe even speak at one. I want 
to walk downtown and, armed 
with the knowledge from Dr. 
Slater’s History 300 class, rec-
ognize the style and time peri-
od of every single house in An-
dover. I want to have lunch at 
UBurger on a Monday. I want to 
speak at ASM. I want to try my 
hand at pottery. I need Breyan-
na Watson to teach me a SLAM 
routine. I want to have lunch 
with Mr. Palfrey (this one might 
take a couple of years for me to 
muster up the courage). And 
maybe I’ll even get through an 
entire class with Dr. Hughes 
without exasperating him. And 
I want to try all of those things 
knowing that despite the signif-
icant possibility of failure, I will 
still be endlessly enthusiastic 
and naively, impossibly hopeful 
for success. 

I know that I can’t be the 
same person I was when I 
first entered Andover; I know 
that my earnestness cannot be 
replicated in full. I have been 
changed. I have been marred 
by all of my experiences. But 
I’m trying to wear those marks 
as battle scars instead of war 
paints — without ostentation 
(there’s enough of that at this 
school). I know my enthusiasm 
and joy and excitement is no 
longer unbridled and careless, 
but it still exists, and it’s still 
important.

In other words: despite the 
little bit of maturity and the 
lottle bit of exhaustion I’ve ac-
cumulated here, I’m embracing, 
without reservation, everything 
I’ve done and everything I’ve 
yet to do.

Adrienne Zhang is a four-
year Senior from Hong Kong.

ADRIENNE ZHANG

Naïveté
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IN THINKING OF TOP-
ICS to write about from the 
school year or something 

that is important to me, many 
ideas came to me. I thought 
about how becoming a Cluster 
Dean next year is the next best 
thing to the empanadas at Com-
mons! I thought about writing 
anecdotes from my awesome 
Math-300 class this year or even 
about the fact that my boys are 
full into their elementary school 
years; I will no longer have any-
one in kindergarten or a first 
grader in my home. Maybe I’d 
write about my awesome dog 
Chocolate, or Choco for short. 
He is quite loyal with a fun per-
sonality and an endless well of 
energy, which many that live in 
Pine Knoll can attest to via his 
howling and conversations with 
Oscar, Ms. Curci’s dog. No, not 
quite what I wanted to write 
about… in a year that started off 
with such sadness and confu-
sion with Dan’s death. 

I asked myself about a space 
or time where happiness, ex-
citement, and sense of belong-
ing emanated throughout. I 
stopped. I could feel the cor-
ners of my mouth angle up into 
a smile, and my brainstorming 
was over. JV Girls Basketball. 
My 2017-18  JV Girls Basketball 
team.

Being a part of such an amaz-
ing team and working with the 
dapper Coach Hughes and vi-
brant Coach Martin was exactly 
what I needed in order to move 
into the winter with positive en-
ergy and faith in the connected-
ness of people. I am a believer 
in the well-known acronym 

“Together Everyone Achieves 
More.” Hearing the chatter 
throughout the warm up laps, 
the words of encouragement 
throughout the drills, the help-
ful guidance during games, the 
moaning when they lined up on 
the endline waiting to sprint, 
and sensing the heartache of 
a loss when our last-minute 
comeback wasn’t enough made 
flashes of my favorite moments 
as a player in high school, col-
lege, and national teams slowly 
unlock themselves from my 
memory vault.

Before my freshman year in 
high school, I had never played 
an organized team sport. On oc-
casion, I would play ball on the 
Yankee Stadium courts, usually 
being the only girl, often picked 
last to play if there was an odd 
number of boys and never being 
passed the ball. It wasn’t until I 
attended Tabor Academy that 
I began participating in team 
sports such as field hockey, 
basketball, and lacrosse. It was 
something new and exciting: a 
group working together for a 
common goal, a common pur-
pose. The physicality and tech-
nicality of those three sports I 
picked up rather quickly, and 
I have my team and coaches to 
thank for that. 

Without words of encourage-
ment, my best friend playing 
tough defense on me, healthy 
competition, and the random hi 
or high five as we crossed paths 
in the hallway, I’m not sure I 
would have played for more 
than a year. You see, it was the 
people that mattered, that made 
me reach deep, made me run 
that last sprint, summoning the 
image of Jackie Joyner Kersee 
(Google her and check out her 
nails!), and made me give more 
than what I ever thought I could. 
My teammates and I were from 
very different backgrounds and 
even different friends group, 
yet there was always an under-
standing and no exceptions to be 
made — an unspoken agreement 
that we would have each other’s 
backs. When we hit that court, 
or field, we were ONE. Pity the 
team that would encounter 
our joined forces; we were the 

Avengers and Justice League all 
in one, with a sprinkle of Black 
Panther, of course.

From Tabor, I went on to 
play field hockey and lacrosse 
at Wellesley College (I tried 
out for basketball, but appar-
ently a 5’2”-and-three-quarters 
forward was not something 
they needed at the moment). I 
thought I had made it up into 
the big leagues; winning ECACs 
and making it to the NCAA tour-
nament two out of my four years 
was satisfying, yet, even during 
some of our roughest seasons, 
the memories that stand out the 
most are our stays in hotels dur-
ing away tournaments. All 18 
of us would pile into one room, 
envisioning our next day’s game 
or planning which restaurant to 
go to or having an impromptu 
dance party; the Spice Girls 
always made it onto our playl-
ist. We were unstoppable, each 
of us with our own unique 
strength and all playing a role in 
each other’s success.

In wanting to spread my love 
of sports and teams, I ventured 
across the pond after senior 
year. I worked for the English 
Lacrosse Association, bringing 

lacrosse to regions all over the 
United Kingdom. Stationed at 
Casterton School, an all-girls 
boarding and day school, I 
taught lacrosse to girls ages 8-18 
(still can’t believe there were 
boarders in Kindergarten!). I 
then went to the Dominican Re-
public, where I helped form the 
national field hockey team in 
preparation for the Pan-Amer-
ican Games in 2003. I travelled 
to different parts of the island to 
choose superb athletes and pro-
ceeded to put a team together. I 
captained and coached the team 
against the number one team 
in the world, Las Leonas from 
Argentina. (I shook hands with 
Luciana “The Magician” Aymar, 
the best field hockey player 
in the world EVER.) Having 
just picked up our sticks eight 
months prior, learning the game 
on an asphalt basketball court, 
whittling our wooden sticks un-
til they looked like spears, we 
would play the best team in the 
world. 

Coaching my JV Girls Basket-
ball team brought back all these 
feelings this year. Our players 
varied in skill and experience, 
many not really knowing each 

other prior to the season and 
almost all having to balance 
other commitments like chorus, 
language tables, and clubs. Yet, 
when it mattered, when it truly 
mattered, everyone showed up. 
Our now somewhat-defunct In-
stagram captured some of these 
moments, and for that memory 
saving technology, this non-dig-
ital native is thankful.

Thank you, JV B-ball, for 
providing me with walks down 
memory lane at every prac-
tice and game, for representing 
what a team is supposed to do: 
enjoy themselves, push each 
other, and show up as one. And 
as luck would have it, we picked 
up a couple of Ws on the way — 
that was just icing on the cake! 
Cheers to family Friday dinners, 
bowling, and sealing our season 
with a well-deserved win! Get 
on the line!

-Candles

Anny Candelario Escobar is 
an Instructor in Mathemat-
ics, Statistics, and Computer 
Science, and Course Head of 
Empathy, Balance, and Inclu-
sion.

ANNY CANDELARIO 
ESCOBAR

Musings Inspired by JV Girls Basketball
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I HAVE, ONLY RECENT-
LY, come upon Parker 
Palmer’s “Courage to 

Teach,” a workshop program 
for teacher renewal. Al-
though my experience with it 
has been through written de-
scriptions rather than actual 
participation, I have been 
very impressed by the great 
heart in this work — work 
that leads teachers to under-
stand their gifts as human 
beings, and how they might 
find the heart at the center of 
their educational mission. 

Palmer’s contention is that 
education at its best is cen-
tered at the heart, from which 
all learning flows. Heart will 
always focus on the human 
being at the center of our en-
terprise, rather than on meth-
odology or content. As he 
says, good teachers possess “a 
capacity for connectedness,” 
offering up “soul, or self-
hood, as the loom on which 
to weave a fabric of connect-
edness between themselves, 
their students, their subjects, 
and the world.” The ques-
tions he poses force me to 
think about what motivates 
me as an individual with my 
life circumstances, to engage 
in teaching as a profession in 
the first place, and continue 
to be engaged in teaching 

over the course of a career (in 
my case, 48 years). 

The fundamental question 
that he asks in his writings 
about teaching is, “Who is the 
self that teaches?” and surely 
this is a question for every 
teacher to answer for them-
selves, notwithstanding the 
circumstances in which they 
teach — K-12 or college, pub-
lic or private.  

He says that this is a fun-
damentally difficult question 
to answer, probably because 
there is no uniform answer. 
Rather, the answer is specific 
to each individual who enters 
the profession. Answering the 
question of intent for myself, 
I would have to say that I en-
tered teaching in 1970 know-
ing that I always wanted to be 
involved in schools because 

school felt like a safe place: 
a place where ideas could be 
played with; a place that had 
boundaries and structure, a 
place that was unambiguous; 
a place that rose above the 
dehumanization of the “for 
profit” world, where human 
beings were mere cogs in the 
wheel of a capitalist ethos 
that put profit before purpose 
and earnings above endeavor. 

I was, and still am, en-
thralled by the world of ideas, 
and can get rapturous when a 
new thought or a new way of 
viewing a known reality takes 
hold of me; it is this same 
sense of wonder, excitement, 
and rapture that I hope to 
communicate to my students. 
These feelings can evolve out 
of the simplest of circum-
stances. I have delighted at 

seeing students delight at 
finally “getting” how to use 
the two primary past tenses 
in Spanish, and then starting 
to use them correctly the ma-
jority of the time. This emo-
tion is just as intense as when 
discussions in a literature 
class take us down the road 
of women’s rights, machismo, 
and the ways in which societ-
ies attempt to control desire 
(a piece I commonly teach 
in the upper levels is Lor-
ca’s “The House of Bernarda 
Alba,” which features all of 
these themes prominently).

So, if my “intent” is to lead 
my students to the same level 
of excitement that I have for 
whatever it is I am teaching, 
the “act” must be in line with 
the intent. In other words, 
the way I go about trying to 

achieve my goal of excite-
ment and engagement must 
be consistent with the goal I 
am seeking to achieve. This is 
where I think Palmer is espe-
cially ingenious. If I under-
stand his writing, he seems to 
be saying that effective teach-
ing is about the “heart in ac-
tion.” If I set my intention 
as getting the students ex-
cited about a particular topic, 
and I am operating from the 
heartfelt intent which drove 
me to teaching in the first 
place (one of them, at any 
rate), then how I go about 
creating the circumstances 
for my students’ excitement 
— my “act”— must be con-
sistent with my intent. I am 
not talking about pedagogy 
or methodology, necessarily, 
but rather about how the ac-
tions I take in bringing about 
learning reflect my heart’s 
desire to help the students 
understand my excitement, 
and through it tap into their 
own potential excitement.

I am sincerely grateful 
for the 48 years I have had 
the good fortune to open my 
heart to all of the students 
who have passed through my 
classroom, and for their shar-
ing of their heart with me. I 
have learned so much; I sin-
cerely hope they have felt as 
blessed and touched by grace 
as I do.

JOHN MAIER

The Heart of the Matter

John Maier is an Instruc-
tor in Spanish.
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BEFORE I ARRIVED AT 
Andover, I was told to 
prepare for failure. As 

early as my revisit day, Ando-
ver teachers and students alike 
told me that I would be best 
off coming to terms with the 
fact that I would never again 
earn the grades I had at my old 
school, a small, intimate private 
school in Connecticut called 
Foote. They assured me that 
they knew I had been at the top 
of my class — an assumption I 
am not quite sure was ground-
ed in anything other than an at-
tempt at flattery and perhaps a 
mildly self-congratulatory no-
tion — but that I would no lon-
ger be the “big fish in the small 
pond.” I was, they said, best off 
lowering my expectations, as 
in the next four years, I would 
always find someone smarter 
than me. Blinded to some ex-
tent by my reverence for Ando-
ver and the surprise I still felt 
about my acceptance, I nodded 
and accepted their advice.

Although I trod cautiously 
my first term, balancing my 
lowered expectations with 
my ever-present ambition, I 
surprised myself with grades 
consistent with the ones I 
had received at Foote. Warn-
ings about over-ambition 
came from my advisor and 
house counselors and the 
older students that populated 
some of my classes; they even 
seemed to be integrated into 
the Pass/Fail grades next to 
English- and History-100 
on my transcript. Over the 
course of Junior Year, how-
ever, I learned that limiting 
myself with an under-am-
bitious set of expectations 
actually limited my success 
and would only serve me well 

in the event of my failure. I 
studied for hours every night 
leading up to my chemis-
try tests, relentlessly drilled 
each of the formulas for my 
math tests, writing them out 
fifteen times on my white 
board, and did my English 
and History readings twice. 
And it worked. Suddenly, I 
felt as if I could grow into my 
new pond. Slowly, my grades 
crept closer to the looming 
6.0 average I so desired with 
every ounce of my ambition-
charged and intensely inex-
perienced Junior being.

As I grew, I felt my pond 
shrinking around me reassur-
ingly.

In the spring term of Ju-
nior Year, I found that what 
I had previously conceived of 
as water around me was actu-
ally ice, and with one blow, it 
shattered. After sustaining a 
serious concussion and going 
on medical leave for the term, 
my academic momentum had 
come to a complete halt as I 
struggled to speak and walk, 
let alone regain my ability to 
focus, read, and study. With 
my momentum went my con-
fidence, and I felt as though 
I had to begin at zero again 
despite my efforts to build 
up what I had in the first two 
terms at Andover. Suddenly, 
my grades — the center of my 
existence at Andover — be-
came irrelevant, as did the 
ego I had nurtured along with 
my quest for the 6.0. I quick-
ly became a plankton in the 
vast, brewing ocean that had 
previously been my pond.

Greeted by my first in-
timidating AP courses upon 
my return the next fall, I 
struggled to find hope that 
I could regain the pride and 
confidence I had derived a 
year earlier from my status 
in the pond. Sure, I could go 
about my daily life now as if 
nothing had happened; I had 
regained my ability to walk 
in a straight line and even 
exercise, I could see clearly 
and read for limited amounts 
of time, and I had even found 
some light in my situation. 
Perhaps it was a new chal-
lenge for me to overcome, 
an expansion of the pond. 

My inability to focus and my 
frequent migraines, however, 
planted a seed of doubt in 
my mind that only sprouted 
and grew roots as my grades 
faltered, teetering on the 
precipice of failure. As it be-
came clear that my chemistry 
studying marathons, math-
ematical equation drills, and 
double readings were no lon-
ger strategies I could rely on, 
I was confronted with the 
challenge of finding a new 
formula to achieve the aca-
demic success demanded by 
my steadily reemerging am-
bition.

My answer came in per-
haps my most brutal term at 
Andover. Two concussions 
later, with college applica-
tions looming and the pres-
sure to maintain my grades 
wearing me down more with 
every passing day, Senior Fall 
put my ambition to the test. 
However, my dwindling lev-
els of motivation completely 
vanished with Dan Naka-
jima’s passing. The leaden, 
insurmountable darkness 
that followed paralyzed so 
much of the community, my-
self included. The only force 
that produced even a pin-

prick of light was the notion 
that I could continue on my 
academic path for Dan, who 
had been such a gifted, moti-
vated, and, above all, humble 
student. As the weeks went 
on and the absolute darkness 
faded ever so slightly into a 
constant grey, I carried out 
my mission in each of my 
classes, throwing myself into 
the genuine pursuit of knowl-
edge instead of competing 
in the tainted and dead-end 
race for the grade. I did my 
best to make Dan proud, and 
in the process found my own 
love for each of my classes. 
Despite the tragic and tumul-
tuous nature of Fall Term, I 
came out feeling as if it had 
been my most academically 
prolific term yet, which, to 
my surprise, my grades re-
flected.

As my four years at An-
dover draw to a close, I feel 
as though I am beginning 
to grasp the concept that 
my Andover experience has 
slowly been nudging me to-
wards. Finally, I have learned 
that my academic success 
stems not from a particular 
percentage on a math test or 
a large, red, imposing number 

circled at the top of my Eng-
lish paper but rather from a 
surprisingly profound and 
thoughtful question I pose in 
a class I previously thought I 
had no interest in; I can only 
truly find success in my aca-
demic work by abandoning 
the prescribed metric of as-
sessment and adopting my 
own tailored and qualitative 
criteria. Furthermore, my 
pond has expanded dynami-
cally beyond the limits of my 
academic existence at school 
to include my thoughtful and 
caring friends and teachers 
and the passions I pursue 
outside of the classroom.  An-
dover has taught me not only 
to question the tool used to 
measure both the fish and 
the pond, but to find my own 
pond that grows with me.

Dedicated to Dan Nakajima, 
whose love for learning shone 
so brightly.

t.conrardy/the phillipian

Rebecca Radebold is a four-
year Senior from Guilford, 
Conn.

REBECCA RADEBOLD

How To Measure a Fish in a Pond
C.W
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ON PAPER, THERE IS 
nothing significant 
about the town of An-

dover, Mass. or the campus of 
Phillips Academy, the former 
dominated on most maps by 
the neighboring towns of Law-
rence or Lowell and the latter 
struck entirely from our car-
tographic record. Andover is, 
for all intents and purposes, an 
above-average town with an 
above-average median income 
— a typical portrait of white, 
suburban America nestled in 
western Essex County. Phillips 
Academy — an above-average 
school with an above-average 
endowment — and its campus 
sit just above downtown Ando-
ver, materializing in full from 
fragments of spires and towers 
just barely visible to the under-
lying town below. 

For over two centuries, An-
dover and Phillips Academy 
have shared a symbiotic rela-
tionship and history. Like roots 
of a dense forest, the narratives 
of these two places — three, if 
you include the since incorpo-
rated Abbot Academy — have 
become tangled and fused. 
Now, it seems as if one cannot 

exist without the other. Phil-
lips Academy and the town 
proper, moreover, have become 
synonymous under a single 
name: Andover. Yet, Andover is 
not significant because of this 
relationship or history. Ando-
ver is extraordinary because of 
the community of people who 
claim these few acres as their 
own, as their home.

There is a power of place, 
then, in this sense — one that 
has facilitated collective mil-
lennia of shared experiences, 
friendships, successes, and 
failures. Andover is shrouded 
in peculiar energy. Even in 
moments of intense desire to 
be anywhere else (a sense of 
‘Fernweh,’ a German might call 
it), you cannot help but feel 
you would be leaving some-
thing sacred behind. As soon as 
you leave, you might perhaps 
unexpectedly yearn to return 
to the 01810 zip code, the in-
digo clock of Samuel Phillips 
Hall comfortably in sight.

Leaving Andover — the place 
— I feel an unavoidable and 
tremendous sense of loss. Over 
four, short years, I quite liter-
ally grew up on these grounds 
and in this town. I consider 180 
Main Street to be my home. 
There are too many places as-
sociated with too many memo-
ries that I cannot help but feel 
that they will be forgotten or 
erased should I leave them be-
hind. 

Leaving Andover — the peo-
ple — I also feel an unforeseen 
sense of guilt. For I am not just 
leaving this remarkable place, 
but I am also leaving this pre-
cious community — one that 
has raised me, supported me, 

and encouraged me through 
what I believe will have been 
the most formative years of 
my life. There are too many 
people that mean too much to 
me here. Who am I to abandon 
them after all that they have 
invested in me? It is the people 
that make Andover, they tell 
you.

Reflecting on the past four 
years at this school, I have 
come to realize that this place 
was never quite mine after all. 
In the moment, I may have felt 
as if with each new adventure 
I was forging new ground. But 
much like the steps in Paresky 
Commons, there are constant 
indicators that there have been 

people before you at Andover, 
and they serve as a foreshad-
owing to the selfishly doleful 
reality that there will be new 
students after. As my ever-wise 
advisor, Paul Murphy ’84, so 
simply and honestly put it, “the 
place regenerates.” 

There is something greed-
ily humbling in knowing that 
Andover will awake from its 
summer hibernation to reopen 
its campus in the fall regard-
less of your absence. Andover 
does not stop for you; it never 
has and it never will. I am cau-
tiously excited about my own 
future and also embarrassingly 
distraught at the prospect of 
being excluded from Ando-

ver’s. It is hard for me both 
emotionally and intellectually 
to describe how I feel about my 
leaving, what this place means 
to me, and everything else that 
comes with that.

There’s something special 
about Andover, Mass. and 
Phillips Academy; I am al-
ready nostalgic for a campus 
and a community that I have 
not even left. I guess that’s the 
power of this place: you want 
to keep coming back.

Rudd Fawcett is a four-year 
Senior from New York, N.Y. 

RUDD FAWCETT

The Power of Place
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Patricia Davison to Continue Pursuit of Equity After Retirement

After 18 years of advocacy for 
Andover’s student body, Patricia 
Davison will depart from her posi-
tions as Director of the Academic 
Skills Center (ASC) and Coordina-
tor of Student Disability Services. 
During her time at Andover, Da-
vison has explored her passion for 
justice, something she will contin-
ue to pursue after her retirement. 

Davison’s passion for equity 
goes back to her childhood. After 
witnessing the success of her fa-
ther, who suffered from amniotic 
band syndrome, Davison learned 
that a disability doesn’t define who 
you are. 

According to Davison, amniot-
ic band syndrome occurs in utero 
when parts of the baby’s develop-
ment are constricted by amniotic 
bands. Because of this, the child is 
often born with physical disabili-
ties. The syndrome affected half of 
Davison’s father’s torso, resulting 
in a narrower shoulder, smaller rib 
cage, shorter arm, and deformed 
and webbed fingers on the right 
side of his body.

Davison says that despite his 
disability, her father went to camp, 
played sports, and learned to type, 
play tennis, and pitch a baseball 
with his right hand.

  …saw egassem eht ,nerdlihc sA“
you don’t let something like this de-
fine you, you don’t let it limit you… 
I think it probably heightened my 
understanding of injustice, because 
I would see people in society that 
were being mistreated for disabling 
conditions and so forth. So it start-
ed there, and it blossomed into a 
career,” said Davison. 

In high school, Davison start-

ed an advocacy group for students 
with disabilities before following 
her passion into a career of student 
support. After working at Bradford 
College, a former athletic compet-
itor of Abbot Academy, Davison 
took an opening at Andover in 
what was once called the Academic 
Support Center.

“I’ve lived in the community for 
38 years, so Andover was a known 
quantity to me, and it struck me 
as the perfect segue from working 
with college students because this 
so much like a college model. So I 
felt like my preparation at a college 
could serve me well, serving really 
bright, ambitious high school stu-
dents,” said Davison.

For Davison, it is the ability to 
work with and advocate for stu-
dents that makes her hectic days 
worth it. She says that these inter-
actions are a necessity for a job like 
hers, so that paperwork will not 
distract from the needs of students. 

“It would be easy to get bogged 
down in the bureaucracy of the 
office and not serve students be-
cause there’s so much paperwork 
and that sort of thing… The best 
part of the job is working with the 
students, though. You’d never want 
to have this job be strictly as an ad-
ministrator and not work with kids, 
because that’s the fun part,” said 
Davison.

“I think that’s what drives my 
passion and has given me the en-
ergy, because this is a job that re-
quires high energy — mental and 
physical. It would be easy to get 
burnt out because you’re constant-
ly being challenged, but I think if 
you’re passionate about what you 
do, somehow that makes it all do-
able,” Davison continued.

Maureen Ferris, Student Acces-
sibility Specialist for the ASC, ex-
pressed admiration for Davison’s 
determination. Like Davison, Fer-
ris enjoys working with students to 
get the help they need.

“The best parts about working 
with Mrs. Davison are her positive 
attitude and her tireless work ethic. 
She is always willing to go the extra 
mile for students and families, and 
it is wonderful to be part of an of-
fice that works to make a positive 
difference in students’ lives,” wrote 
Ferris in an email to The Phillipian.

One student who has been af-
fected by Davison’s work is Ryan 
Twomey ’19, who credits Davison 
and the ASC with changing his 
perspective on being a student at 
Andover. 

“From the first time I went to 
her to now is totally different. I 
think it’s a lot because of her. The 
first time I went to her, the school 
was tough. I didn’t think I was go-
ing to be able to make it through 
the school. I thought the school 
was going to be too hard, but after 
meeting with her and Ms. Ferris 
in the Academic Skills Center, it’s 
completely changed the way that 
I am at this school,” said Twomey.

Sofie Brown ’18, another student 
who has worked with Davison, ap-
preciates all that Davison has done 
to make Andover a more inclusive 
environment.

“She doesn’t really get enough 
recognition for the work that she 
does behind the scenes… I’ll miss 
the help that she provides to make 
Andover so much more accommo-
dating to all different types of peo-
ple,” said Brown. 

As Program Assistant for 
the ASC, Maureen Crowley has 

learned a lot working alongside 
Davison. It is Davison’s readiness to 
acknowledge everyone’s different 
experiences that has most resonat-
ed with Crowley.

“I’ve learned a lot from her since 
I’ve been here… Every student is 
unique, and you can’t put them all 
in a box. You have to understand 
their strengths and weaknesses, 
and spend time getting to know 
them and their parents and what 
their experience here at Andover is 
like, because it’s different for every 
student,” said Crowley.

Not only has Davison imparted 
knowledge on those around her 
during her time at Andover, but she 
has also described learning a lot 
from others.

Davison said, “I’ve gotten to be a 
learner… I’ve gotten to be a student 
every day, and I’m learning things. 
It was expanded my mindset. It 
has taught me so much. I feel like 
I’ve been a student for 18 years, 
and where else to you have the op-
portunity to get paid to constantly 
grow as a person?”

After her retirement from Ando-
ver, Davison plans to open her own 
consulting firm which will provide 
various services within the field of 
student support. These range from 
interpreting neuropsychological 
evaluations to speaking to teachers 
at area schools.

“After you’ve been in this field 
42 years the way I have, I know a 
lot of people in the field, and I think 
that some of them would ask me to 
help them out from time to time. I 
think it will be a nice compromise 
of being able to still do stuff I love 
and manage my personal life a little 
more easily,” said Davison.

Keeping with her passion for eq-

uity and justice, Davison also plans 
to do some pro bono work for those 
who need help acquiring the assis-
tance their kids deserve. According 
to Davison, she feels an obligation 
to do this — a responsibility made 
easy on account of her love for the 
work.

“I’d like to do some pro bono 
work for kids who go to schools 
that are not as well-funded and rich 
in resources as Andover… to be able 
to help their parents and them to 
deal with schools that may not be 
cooperating with them or be will-
ing to do things that they ought to 
be doing…  I’ll be doing that kind of 
consulting, and I hope doing some 
of it as a volunteer, because it’s time 
to pay it forward,” said Davison.

ZACH MOYNIHAN

FAREWELLS 2018
The Phillipian bids ‘goodbye’ and honors retiring faculty and staff

S.ALSHAIBA/THEPHILLIPIAN

For 29 years, Officer Tom 
Conlon served the Andover 
community as the Director of 
Phillips Academy Public Safety 
(PAPS). According to his col-
leagues, Conlon continuously 
helped advance the school’s 
public safety program since the 
beginning of his career, even 
strengthening the school’s re-
lationship to the other safety 
departments in the Town of 
Andover. 

“At one time it was like we 
didn’t want to get [the Town 
of Andover] involved, but we 
worked hard in establishing 
a good relationship with the 
town. It’s great because now, 
we have a phone call, and we 
get either the police chief or 
the fire chief,” said Conlon.

“Director Conlon is some-
one who cares about his staff 
and the [Andover] communi-
ty. Director Conlon has strong 
people skills and is committed 
to the wellbeing of the officers 
of Public Safety. He supports 
me in furthering my education, 
which allows to me teach and 
share with the [Andover] com-
munity,” wrote Wendy Cog-
swell, Community Relations 
Officer, in an email to The Phil-
lipian.

According to George Rob-
ertson, Senior Officer of Public 
Safety, Conlon prioritizes help-
ing communities. Roberton said 
that Conlon served in the Boy 
Scouts council his whole life 
until two years ago.

“He’s done a lot of volunteer 
work… [He’s] just an all-around 
good guy. He speaks with au-
thority, but he’s not too stern, 
and he’s helpful and always 
there to help you when you 
need it,” said Robertson. 

Conlon, who grew up in 
South Lawrence, Mass., has 
always lived around the Ando-
ver area. As child, he and his 
friends would ride their bikes 
up the hill to play on the athlet-
ic fields. 

“We would play in the fields, 
and we would get chased off by 
the [Phillips Academy] police. 
And here I am as the Director 
of Public Safety,” said Conlon.

Before arriving at Andover, 
Conlon worked as a manufac-
turer for 17 years and super-
vised a company. According to 
Conlon, a friend referred him 
to a job in the Office of Physi-
cal Plant (OPP) after his former 
employer was bought out.  

After joining Andover as 
an Environmental Health and 
Safety Specialist for OPP, Con-
lon moved into Public Safety. 
Conlon said that what he once 
thought of as a temporary po-

sition became his entire career 
path. 

During his time at Andover, 
Conlon has continued the work 
of officers before him, includ-
ing dorm checks, fire safety 
checks, and regulation of all 
alarm systems. According to 
Robertson, however, Conlon 
also implemented several im-
provements to campus safety, 
such as the card access system. 

Additionally, Conlon has im-
proved the safety of students 
by employing a larger staff, 
more cameras around cam-
pus, and dispatch monitors. He 
also implemented an app that 
improved the communication 
system between PAPS and stu-
dents, allowing messages to be 
sent to the entire school a noti-
fication in case of an emergen-
cy.

“These are all initiatives that 
we’ve set up through the years, 
so I’d like to see these contin-
ued and maybe even expanded 
upon. When I first took over 
Public Safety, it was a lot of 
team building, and the Public 
Safety team really became more 
of a vibrant part of the commu-
nity where we weren’t before,” 
said Conlon.

Though students’ safety is 
Conlon’s major priority, he 
enjoys also helping students 
through their Andover years in 
other ways. PAPS’s preparation 

for Commencement plays a rel-
atively small yet important part 
in the journeys of Andover stu-
dents.

The search process for Con-
lon’s replacement is still under-
way. According to Robertson, 
the school will most likely con-

duct a worldwide search, with 
a few members of the current 
Public Safety staff applying for 
the position. 

To the future Director of 
Public Safety, Conlon advises 
patience, understanding, and a 
strong sense of self.

KAELA AALTO & 
ABBY RYAN
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The Andover community cele-
brated the careers of Patricia Davi-
son, Director of the Academic Skills 
Center an Coordinator of Student 
Disability Resources, John Maier, 
Instructor in Spanish, and Marga-
ret Harrigan, Instructor in Art, this 
Wednesday, May 23, during All-
School Meeting (ASM). 

After years of dedicated teach-
ing and service to the Andover 
community, these three faculty 
members are retiring at the end of 
this academic year. 

During the ASM, Cecelia Vie-
ira ’18, John Moreland ’18, Annie 
McGovern ’18, and Carson Teitler 
’18 shared stories on their respec-
tive faculty members with the 
audience. Each speech revealed 
different aspects of each faculty 
member’s character, in addition 
to their personal influences on the 
students. 

In her speech for Maier, Vieira 
shared that she was not only a stu-
dent of his Spanish classes, but also 
a member of his Cluster Soccer 
team. Vieira also spoke to Maier’s 
ability to encourage students in the 

face of challenge.  
“He gave me the push I never 

had in my previous Spanish class-
es, the push that, truthfully, I didn’t 
initially want. The reason we come 
to Andover is for teachers like Dr. 
Maier, who will expect more from 
us, drive us from the safety of our 
comfort zones because they see 
something in us that we don’t see 
in ourselves,” said Vieira during her 
speech. 

Vieira continued, “Having him 
as a teacher has been a true, com-
plete honor, and I am forever grate-
ful for all he has done for me.”

Moreland and McGovern both 
dedicated their words to Davison, 
highlighting her work in student 
advocacy. 

“My mentor, my friend, it’s a 
true honor to graduate alongside 
you. Thank you for dedicating your 
life to student advocacy, and thank 
you for supporting me through my 
years at Andover. You’ve taught me 
that it’s my obligation to give when 
I have something to give,” said Mo-
reland during ASM.

Likewise, Davison said that it 
was a honor to work with the stu-
dent body during her 18 years at 
Andover. 

Davison wrote in an email to 
The Phillipian, “It’s hard to chose 
one thing for which I am most 
grateful. I guess I’d have to say that 
the honor or working with a stu-
dent body and faculty of such enor-
mous talent and capacity has been 
a blessing of a lifetime.”

McGovern said in her speech, “I 
have gotten to know Ms. Davison, 
however, on a more personal lev-
el, rather than professional. I don’t 
know how people begin describing 
Ms. Davison to you all. She is kind-
hearted, intelligent, patient, empa-
thetic, experienced, and passion-
ate. She is never afraid to seek out 
for what she believes in, and she 
always seeks out for us, students.” 

Once the podium opened for Te-
itler to speak, he began recounting 
his time under Harrigan’s guidance 
in photography classes. Harrigan’s 
knowledge of photography espe-
cially resonated with him.

“During other classes we did vi-
sual analyses of works like Robert 
Frank’s ‘The Americans.’ Analyz-
ing and reading these images and 
books in conjunction with critique 
knowledge of modern photogra-
phy, she helped our class under-
stand contemporary photographic 

movements,” said Teitler in his 
speech.

Teitler continued, “Ms. Harrig-
an, with the coming years I know 
you plan to use that knowledge and 
experience to pursue artistic work 
and I know that I speak for not only 

myself but also for many other stu-
dents that we await with great ex-
citement, your upcoming works.”

 
Editor’s Note: This article origi-

nally ran on May 25, 2018.

ASM Celebrates Three Retiring Faculty

SOPHIA LEE

D.TULLER/THEPHILLIPIAN
From Left to Right: Head of School John Palfrey P’21; Margaret Harrigan, 
Instructor in Art; Patricia Davison, Coordinator of Student Disability 
Resources; and John Maier, Instructor in Spanish.

Patricia Davison has been the 
Coordinator of Student Disability 
Resources at Andover for 18 years.

Tom Conlon has ensured Andover students’ safety for 29 years.

Editor’s note: Retiring staff members Frank Spienza (Crossing Guard), Maria Carteiro (Night Custodian),  and Gerrit Keator (Principal Gift Of�cer)  
did not respond to  The Phillipian’s requests for interviews in time for publication. 
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Margaret Harrigan to Continue Photography in Vermont

As Instructor in Art and a Day 
Student Advisor, Margaret Har-
rigan has spent the past 26 years 
serving the Andover community 
with knowledge and dedication 
to students and photography. 

Harrigan was a catalyst for the 
growth of Andover’s photography 
program. In 2006, she developed 
Andover’s first digital photog-
raphy course. The class, which 
was offered to only one section 
in Spring Term of 2006, marked 
the beginning of Andover’s move 
away from a film-based photog-
raphy program. Though parts of 
film photography remain, An-
dover’s photography program is 
now mostly digital-based.

“We’ve figured out a way to 
generate some digital negatives 
from students’ files to be used in 
a traditional darkroom. So we still 
have a little semblance of what I 
call ‘twentieth-century photo-
graphic practice,’” said Harrigan.

Prior to her arrival at Andover, 
Harrigan earned her bachelor’s 
degree in photography from Tufts 
University and her master’s de-
gree in interdisciplinary arts from 
the University of Connecticut. 
Harrigan also taught at the colle-
giate level before Andover at the 
Tufts University, Massachusetts 
College of Art and Design (Mas-
sArt), the University of Connecti-
cut, and Colgate University for a 
total of ten years.

“At Colgate, I built their first 
color darkroom. At MassArt, I 
built their first color darkroom. 
So I’ve always tried to leave pho-
tographic conditions better than I 
found them. I think that’s a good 
philosophy in life, particularly if 
you’re working with a communi-
ty and you care about your envi-
ronment,” said Harrigan.

Harrigan’s students benefited 

from her vast, in-depth knowl-
edge of photography, according 
to Carson Teitler ’18, a former stu-
dent in Harrigan’s Art-310 Digital 
Photography I course and Art-510 
Advanced Photographic Portfolio 
course, emphasized Harrigan’s 
eagerness to help her students.

“She is really passionate about 
photography and teaching stu-
dents. She always was willing 
to help us to find out how to do 
something,” said Tetitler.

Tetitler said, “[In] one of my 
projects, I was trying to make 
somebody look two-faced. And 
what I ended up doing was pro-
jecting a picture of this person… 
[Harrigan] helped me a lot with 
getting the lighting correct and 
how to technically do that. I could 
tell that she was really excited by 
the project.” 

Rafael Kelman, Instructor in 
Art, greatly values the sense of 
humor that Harrigan brings to 
the Art Department. Although he 
has only worked with Harrigan 
for the two years he has been at 
Andover, Kelman says that Har-
rigan has made a positive impres-
sion on him.

Kelman said, “I appreciate that 
she can approach each day with 
good humor, with a sense that 
that’s a way people can connect 
— that if you find that space of a 
shared laugh, that can open up a 
lot.” 

Kelman continued, “I think 
when I think about the relative-
ly brief time I’ve gotten to be Ms. 
Harrigan’s colleague, I will re-
member laughing with her.”

Harrigan has also been very 
involved in organizing and chap-
eroning off-campus excursions. 
In 2001 and 2002, Harrigan led 
two Pecos Pathway Learning in 
the World trips. Students partic-
ipating in this program had the 
opportunity to visit the Jemez 
Pueblo in New Mexico.

“Probably the experiential 
teaching would be more my favor-
ite parts. I got to chaperone two 
groups of Pecos Pathways stu-
dents out to New Mexico, and… 
we worked with members of the 
Jemez Pueblo, [which was] just 
an incredibly authentic learning 
experience. It’s really amazing,” 
said Harrigan.

In the since discontinued Hu-
man Rights Scholar Program, 
Harrigan worked with Christo-
pher Shaw, then Chair and In-
structor in History, to coach a 
team of three students. The stu-
dents and Harrigan received a 
grant from the Abbot Academy 
Fund to attend the Not For Sale 
Global Forum in Silicon Valley, 
an interscholastic social activism 
conference that discussed human 
trafficking.

Harrigan said, “I chaperoned 
a group of dedicated human 
rights activists from school. We 
had a little human rights scholar 
program that was a lot like the 
CAMD Scholar [Program and] 
the BRACE Scholar [Program], 
where we picked a team of three 
kids.”

Harrigan also helped to devel-
op Brazil PLACES (People, Land-
scape, Art, Culture, Environment, 
Sustainability), a program that 
organizes trips to Brazil and dis-
cusses sustainable development.

In addition, Harrigan has been 
very involved in advocacy work 
for the LGBTQIA+ community 
on campus. She was an advisor 
to the Gender and Sexuality Al-
liance (GSA) for many years and 
was the last person to hold the 
CAMD position of Advisor for 
LGBTQIA+ Students On Cam-
pus. During the three-year period 
she served in this role, Harrigan 
helped organize programming 
for the twenty-fifth anniversary 
of GSA, annual GSA weekends 
and conferences, and the pre-

ferred gender pronoun button 
campaign.

Samuel Thayer Zaeder ’83, In-
structor in Art, has worked with 
Harrigan in the Art Department 
for almost two decades. Zaeder 
noted the importance of Harri-
gan’s work as an activist for the 
LGBTQIA+ community on cam-
pus. He sees her as a role model 
for both teachers and students 
struggling with various issues. 

“I’ve known Ms. Harrigan 
since I started working here. She 
was here when I came in ’99… 
She helped the school move for-
ward in their thinking in a lot 
of important areas in terms of 
same-gender house counseling 
teams,” said Zaeder. 

The growth of Andover’s so-
cial awareness regarding its 
LGBTQIA+ community has also 
been very apparent to Harrigan, 
who was one of the main facul-
ty members spearheading the 
movement for same-sex couples 
in student dorms and faculty 
housing on campus. Harrigan has 
also noted stark social changes in 
several other facets of the school, 
particularly socioeconomic di-
versity.

Harrigan said, “Maybe because 
I’m a photographer and I studied 
photography — and the history of 
photography is all about evolution 
and innovation and new ways of 
seeing, new ways of doing things 
— that it seems natural to me that 
of course our community would 
evolve and be more innovative 
and certainly be more inclusive. 
Because it’s not just LGBTQIA+ 
people… Certainly socioeconom-
ic diversity and the diversity 
of the student population [has 
changed]… The faculty probably 
better reflects the demographic 
of students, so that has changed 
quite a bit in 25 years.” 

Jeffery Du ’19, one of Harrig-
an’s advisees, emphasized Harri-

gan’s level of care and investment. 
“She’s a really caring person. 

She always thinks about us first. 
She likes to bake food a lot for 
our meetings, and she cares about 
what we do [and] what classes we 
take,” said Du.

After Harrigan leaves Andover, 
she plans to continue pursuing 
her love for photography in Ver-
mont.

“I recently was married last 
June, and so I’m going to live hap-
pily ever after in Vermont. And I 
have plans to pursue my photog-
raphy and art in general. Spe-
cifically, I’m working on a river 
project: Winooski River, which is 
in my backyard. It’s also 90 miles 
long. So I’ve been photographing 
the river itself and how it con-
tributes [to] various communities 
along the way,” said Harrigan.

Editor’s Note: Jeffrey Du is a 
Business Manager for The     
Phillipian.

SOPHIA LEE

H.SOLOMON/THEPHILLIPIAN

Mary Jane “Mama” Lewis Retires from Andover After 25 Years

Twenty-five years ago, Mary 
Jane Lewis saw an advertise-
ment in “The Boston Globe” for 
a secretary position at Ando-
ver. Now, Lewis, affectionately 
known as Mama Lewis, resides 
behind her desk in the Commu-
nity and Multicultural Devel-
opment (CAMD) Office. A pil-
lar of the Andover community, 
Lewis is known for her sharp 
wit, kindness, and support of 
students. 

“I wish I could remember 
the exact moment I met Mama 

Lewis for the first time, but I 
just remember what I felt the 
first time I was in her pres-
ence. It was just an aura of love, 
support, and kindness… I think 
she kind of operates on this 
‘only-do-good’ mentality that I 
feel makes her a pillar both in 
CAMD and on campus,” said 
Emily Ndiokho ’18.

Lewis’ reputation for 
warmth and comfort has stood 
the test of time. Unwana Abasi 
’13, Teaching Fellow in Biology, 
recalled Lewis’ positive impact 
on her as a student.

“She was such a support for 
students, and it’s going to be 
really hard next year because 
the person who takes her place, 
while they might be amazing 
and fantastic, is really going to 
have to build these relation-
ships, build that confidence, 
and build that sense of com-
fortableness that she had with 
us…. It’s clearly not the easiest 
thing being a student of color 
on this campus, and I think that 
she definitely helps to alleviate 
the load,” said Abasi.

LaShawn Springer, Direc-
tor of CAMD, agreed, noting 
the trust parents put in Lewis 
to take care of their children. 
Although she may only be the 
biological mother to one, Lew-
is has been a mother figure to 
many students in years past.

“She is as much a part of the 
fabric of CAMD and the insti-
tution as anyone and anything 

else. Generations of families 
have entrusted her with their 
students. I’ve seen parents and 
guardians ask her to watch over 
their children in their stead… 
She always says she is the em-
bodiment of the ‘Communi-
ty’ in CAMD’s moniker,” said 
Springer in an email to The 
Phillipian.

From where Lewis sits in the 
CAMD Office, she is concealed 
from most students’ line of vi-
sion. However, this does not 
stop her from greeting students 
and generously giving out hugs. 

“You can always expect her 
to be there when you open the 
door and peek over and say, ‘Hi 
Mama Lewis,’ and she’ll say hi 
back. It’s one of the guaranteed 
things in your life at Andover… 
It will be a huge adjustment to 
see someone else sitting behind 
that desk when Mama Lewis 
had such a legendary position 
there,” said Hywot Ayana ’20.

Throughout her time at 
CAMD, Lewis has prided her-
self on her approachability and 
willingness to give advice. Al-
though she holds the job title 
of Administrative Assistant, 
Lewis cherishes the maternal 
aspects of her job.

“I’m someone who’s ap-
proachable. I’m someone who 
sees and hears, meaning I can 
tell just by the way you look if 
you’re having a bad day or if 
you’re out of order… Everybody 
tends to love me and take to me 

and I give advice. When you’ve 
lived to 66 years, you’ve gone 
through a lot of things,” said 
Lewis. 

Henrique Chamon ’21 
agreed, emphasizing his grat-
itude that Lewis was always 
willing to lend a listening ear.

“She’s one of the nicest peo-
ple on campus. She’s always 
willing to listen… She always 
gives hugs to everybody and 
gives advice whenever you 
need it,” said Chamon.

Additionally, students value 
Lewis’ perspective on challeng-
ing subjects. Her experience 
and outlook on life provides 
students with solutions to 
problems both past and pres-
ent.

“Whenever we are hav-
ing an Af-Lat-Am [Afro-Lat-
inx-American Society] meeting, 
whenever she chimes in with 
her past experience, it’s some-
thing that’s both sombering 
but also allows kids to have a 
better framework of how cer-
tain things operate both in the 
United States and Andover. 
We might think we’re the first 
people to experience this thing, 
but then she’ll come up and say, 
‘No, actually you weren’t the 
first, and here’s how they han-
dled it,’ ” said Ndiokho.

According to Ndiokho, Lew-
is will be greatly missed by both 
the CAMD community and the 
greater Andover community, 
and many students cannot even 

imagine an Andover without 
her. However, Lewis will still 
be visiting campus regularly 
to participate in Gospel Choir, 
which she helped found.

“I am so happy that I’m grad-
uating this year because I phys-
ically cannot imagine an An-
dover without Mama Lewis. I 
think the entire dynamic of the 
CAMD Office will be altered… 
Mama Lewis is irreplaceable,” 
said Ndiokho.

In addition to participating 
in Gospel Choir, Lewis will use 
her retirement to focus on her 
grandchildren and explore her 
interests, including church and 
the arts.

“I will maintain my level of 
activity. I have three grandchil-
dren — they’re currently liv-
ing in Canada. I hope to spend 
more time with them as well. 
I won’t be a couch potato, for 
sure. I’ll be busy [doing] the 
things I enjoy,” Lewis said.

Throughout all her time at 
Andover, the most important 
thing Lewis wished Andover 
students to learn is kindness.

“It doesn’t hurt to be good 
and to be kind and to be lov-
ing and just. Let’s respect each 
other and be just to each other. 
Where we can make a differ-
ence, we should make a differ-
ence… We need to recognize 
the power and the wealth and 
abilities we have and share 
them with others,” said Lewis.

SOPHIA LEE
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John Maier is retiring after 
over 30 years of teaching Spanish 
at Andover. Maier, a New Jersey 
native, is known among faculty 
and students as a dedicated lis-
tener and engaging teacher. Mai-
er has seen Andover through four 
Head of Schools and has taught 
nearly every level of Spanish, 
from 120 to 413.

As a child, Maier knew he 
wanted to pursue a teaching ca-

reer. After studying Spanish and 
education in college, Maier grad-
uated in 1970, during the Viet-
nam War. In order to avoid the 
draft, Maier enrolled in graduate 
school. After attending gradu-
ate school and teaching at Bates 
College and other schools for 13 
years, Maier came to Andover. 

Maier decided to leave college 
and teach at Andover because he 
desired more of a personal con-
nection to his students.

“I’ve characterized the differ-
ence between teaching in college 
and teaching in high school as 
teaching in college you’re teach-
ing to the head…you don’t nec-
essarily know who the students 
are in their entirety. I’d gotten 
tired of that. There was a lot more 
to teaching somebody than just 
teaching them ideas. I wanted to 
be involved in the whole person,” 
said Maier.

Sofia Garcia ’21 is a current 
student in Maier’s Spanish 300 
class. There, students read about 
and discuss topics such as child 
soldiers, human rights, and South 
American labor laws. 

“We don’t do too much writing 
in his class and I find that to be 
really helpful because I’m forced 
to have to use the language fre-
quently with preparation and I 
feel like this prepares me more 

for real-life scenarios,” said Gar-
cia.

Emily Ortiz ’19 was a student 
in Maier’s 411 class, where her 
class read authors such as Gabriel 
García Márquez. In his 411-13 se-
quence, Maier has students inter-
pret Spanish poetry, plays, novels, 
and more.

“With Dr. Maier, I just learned 
to really analyze Spanish litera-
ture. I knew nothing about the 
magical realism movement and 
he also analyzed a lot of cultural 
words or figures and that was re-
ally cool,” said Ortiz.

Maier says he enjoys teaching 
the 411-13 sequence the most be-
cause of his connection to litera-
ture. As a teacher, he hopes to in-
spire an appreciation for Spanish 
writing in his students.

“I like teaching literature be-
cause I think it speaks to the 
soul… What is there in this text 
that talks to you as a person? 
That’s what I want my students 
to understand,” said Maier.

As a teacher, Maier is known to 
be engaging in class. Rhea Chan-
dran ’19, a former student in Mai-
er’s 120 class, recalled his thor-
ough teaching style and engaging 
personality.

“He’s just been a really ex-
pressive person. He’s always so 
animated in class and he’s always 

excited to teach us… I’m going 
to miss Dr. Maier so much,” said 
Chandran.

Garcia said, “Dr. Maier is a very 
engaging and entertaining teach-
er. He manages to make subjects 
that are difficult to talk about in 
a second language… accessible to 
everyone in the class so we’re all 
able to engage in a discussion and 
feel like we’re growing as Spanish 
students.”

Edwin Escobar, Instructor in 
Spanish, has been a colleague 
and friend of Maier for years, and 
identifies one of Maier’s most im-
pressive qualities to be his will-
ingness to listen.

“It has been an amazing honor 
to work with John… John is very 
passionate about what he does…
He’s already a super talented 
teacher but he continues to be a 
student. In most of our depart-
ment meetings you would think 
that he would be the one talking 
the most but John is the one that’s 
listening the most….I find that to 
be an incredible quality to contin-
ue to have that thirst of wanting 
to get better every single day,” 
said Escobar.

In addition to teaching, Maier 
was also a Rockwell house coun-
selor for ten years. According to 
Maier, the predictability of [Ju-
nior] boys made for many enter-

taining years.
“I can remember alarms going 

off at three o’clock in the morn-
ing and they were having a water 
pistol fight and water got into the 
alarm system. I was sleeping and 
I woke up and I read them the 
Riot Act when we got outside,” 
Maier said.

During retirement, Maier 
plans to travel around the United 
States as well as to Spain for sev-
eral months. In addition, he plans 
to work on writing and volunteer 
work. For the past five years, Mai-
er has gone to the Pine Street Inn 
in Boston for Non Sibi day, where 
he prepares and serves food to 
the homeless. Maier will contin-
ue this volunteer work in his re-
tirement.

“It’s great and I feel like when 
you’re feeding somebody you’re 
doing the world a service. That’s 
something I really want to do in 
some way, shape or form,” said 
Maier.

In terms of what Maier has 
learned as a teacher at Andover 
and what he wants the communi-
ty to know, his answer is simple:

“Don’t let your imaginations 
be limited. Just go with it and you 
have no idea where you’re going 
to end up. You might just end up 
where you want to end up,” said 
Maier.

E.QIAN/THEPHILLIPIAN

John Maier Serves 30 Years with Dedicated Listening

AVA RATCLIFF

Margaret Harrigan has taught 
photography to Andover students 
for 26 years.

Mary Jane Lewis’ open arms and 
kindness for students has high-
lighted her Andover career of 25 
years.

John Maier has taught Spanish at 
Andover for over 30 years.
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COURTESY OF RACHEL ANDERSON



Strumming his guitar strings 
lightly, Louis Aaron ’18 began 
playing the chords to Bob Dylan’s 

“Bob Dylan’s Dream.” Krishna 
Canning ’16, who sat next to Aar-
on on the stage of Cochran Cha-
pel, sang along. 

“My favorite time at Ando-
ver on the guitar was playing at 

the retiring faculty appreciation 
[All School Meeting (ASM)] my 
Lower year. I had Krishna come 
up and sing; he’s got a good, 
slightly off-pitch voice, which is 
perfect for Bob Dylan. It was re-
ally low-stakes [and] it was an 
easy song [that] sounded good.  
[Even though it] was in front of 
the whole school, it was really re-
laxed,” said Aaron.

Aaron first began playing the 
classical guitar when he was six 
years old, after being inspired by 
’80s rock bands and artists. He 
then went on to learn the acous-
tic and electric guitar. After com-
ing to Andover, Aaron joined the 
Academy Jazz Band, which al-
lowed him to form friendships 
with other musicians. 

“It was really fun coming to 
Andover for the first time in the 
guitar world because I usually 
just played in the family room or 
my bedroom at home, and that 
was pretty boring. When I came 
here, I joined the jazz band im-
mediately… We went to the rock 
room and just picked up a song; 
someone could just play five 
notes, and then the whole group 
just builds on it, and it’s a blast,” 
said Aaron.

According to Aaron, his love 

for guitar reached its pinnacle 
when he discovered John Mayer’s 
cover of the song “Neon”. Since 
then, Aaron has covered many of 
Mayer’s songs and cites Mayer as 
a major musical inspiration.

“I think what initially amazed 
me about John Mayer is that I’d 
always viewed him as a generic 
pop artist. As soon as I started 
trying to play the song “Neon,” 
I realized that the unusual tun-
ing of the guitar that he uses and 
his right-hand technique is very 
innovative and percussive. The 
more I listen to him, the more 
I appreciate all the music he’s 
done,” said Aaron.

Cedric Elkouh ’18, a friend of 
Aaron’s, recounts Aaron’s passion 
for guitar during their experience 
living together in Draper Cottage 
their Lower year.

Elkouh said, “He would fre-
quently play [all three of ] his gui-
tars… His way of procrastinating 
was to go down [to the basement] 
and play guitar in the wee hours 
of the morning. He was very quiet 
[though].”

While Aaron does not intend 
to pursue a career as a guitarist, 
he hopes to continue playing the 
guitar in the future. 

“I want to spend more time 

playing guitar in college, and 
hopefully at some point or an-
other, perform in a jazz club or 
something like that. I don’t know 
if that will end up happening, but 
I think that would be a lot of fun. 
Even if I have a regular day job, 
I’ll keep [playing the guitar] at 
night in my free time. I definitely 
think I’ll play it for the rest of my 
life,” said Aaron. 

“When I’m playing, and I hit 
this high note, this big shift, there’s 
a sense of accomplishment… Mu-
sic is a narrative, especially clas-
sical music. There’s so many con-
nections you can make between 
you and the audience, between the 
composer and you. It’s indescrib-
able, and it’s there,” said Yen.

After his parents took him to 
see musicals and the orchestra as a 
child, Yen was inspired to become 
a musician at a young age. Origi-
nally a pianist, Yen began playing 
the cello at the age of ten after lis-

tening to a recording of renowned 
cellist Yo-Yo Ma. Since then, his 
family and others close to him 
have helped him flourish in his 
music career.

“In music, because everything 
is on you when you’re not doing 
something well, you sometimes 
get in a rut and you start feeling in-
secure about yourself and feeling 
that maybe you can’t be that good 
at this…  it’s easy to lose that moti-
vation and just to have supportive 
family and friends who will say 
you’re pretty good and you can do 
this,” said Yen

According to Yen, his love for 
the cello stems from the feeling of 
freedom and having control over 
his playing. 

“When I play the cello, it’s up 
to me to decide for myself how I 
did and if I don’t like it, it’s up to 
me to make it better and make it 
something I do like to hear. For 
example, if I play the music a cer-
tain way and it’s just not making 
me feel the way I think it should. 
Then it’s totally on me and it’s my 
call to make it what I want it to be,” 
said Yen.

At Andover, Yen has participat-
ed in the Symphony and Cham-
ber Orchestras and in Chamber 
music groups. In addition, Yen is 
also part of a Christian rock band,      
Selah.  According to Yen, he enjoys 
performing in groups because of 
the communicative style of play-
ing.

“In orchestra, it’s like you do 

what the conductor tells you, and 
when you’re playing alone, it’s a 
little bit isolating in the sense that 
you’re in a practice room by your-
self for hours and hours. But when 
you play chamber music, it’s like a 
conversation. You work with each 
other, you have to collaborate, so 
it’s much more fun,” said Yen.

Yen credits Andover’s perfor-
mance opportunities, such as his 
trips to Carnegie Hall and San 
Francisco as well as the opportu-
nity to perform in a senior recital, 
as some of the best experiences a 
musician could have.

Yen said, “During my time at 
Andover, I think I’ve probably 
grown in the sense that I view mu-
sic as an art. Before I came here, I 
thought of it as a task, if you will; a 
matter of I have to practice these 
things and then I’ll sound good 
enough… [and] taking responsibil-
ity and control for what I create 
with my music.”

Looking forward, Yen has de-
cided not to play professionally in 
order to preserve his passion for 
music, but to keep playing in col-
lege and beyond.

“It is something that I love. I 
think it will always be something 
that I love. I will always continue 
to play music as long as I am phys-
ically capable and the problem 
with going professional is there’s 
a potential for that joy to diminish 
when there is a monetary financial 
pressure that you have,” said Yen.

Daniel Yen ’18 Learns Commitment and Perseverance Through Cello

Louis Aaron ’18 Develops Love of Classical, Acoustic, 
and Electric Guitar with Jazz Band and Classmates

KATE MACLEOD

LINDSEY CHAN

After a night in Boston, Yixuan 
Zhao ’18 and her friends attended 
a performance of Dmitri Schosta-
kowitsch’s Fourth Symphony, per-
formed by the Boston Symphony 
Orchestra (BSO).  As a flautist, Zhao 
enjoys attending BSO concerts and 
often finds inspiration there. 

Zev Barden ’20, a friend of 
Zhao’s, said, “We went in and were 
just blown away by Boston’s pow-
er and their precision. Although 
[Zhao] is a flute player, she really 
does embrace all aspects of the 
orchestra. She loves the brass; the 
BSO brass section was really on 

fire for that piece. We finished the 
concert, and we all sort of buckled 
over laughing just as to how good 
it was. Concerts like that really hit 
you hard.”

Zhao, now the principal flautist 
in Andover’s Symphony Orches-
tra, began playing the flute ten 
years ago. Since then, she has won 
awards including a YoungArts hon-
orable mention award, attended 
programs such as Tanglewood, and 
become part of the Youth Orches-
tras at New England Conservatory. 

“I go to Boston every Saturday 
and we rehearse for three hours 
Saturday afternoon, and we have 
three concerts a year. It’s one of my 
favorite parts of moving to Ando-
ver… There’s such a great commu-
nity of musicians there, and they’re 
all so good. Not a lot of them are go-
ing into music, but they all just love 
it so much. It’s my favorite time of 
the week, every week,” said Zhao. 

Zhao names her experience at 
Tanglewood one of the highlights 
of her flute career, where she had 
the opportunity to take a master 
class with Elizabeth Rowe, princi-
pal flautist of the Boston Symphony 
Orchestra. 

“Elizabeth Rowe, she’s just like 
the ‘epitome of flute.’ She was a 
really big source of inspiration, be-
cause her master class helped ev-
eryone so much, and she’s just such 
a great person besides that. So I get 
a lot of inspiration from her and lis-
tening to her,” said Zhao. 

At Andover, being pushed by 
other students and faculty mem-
bers has helped Zhao develop her 

musical skills. In particular, Zhao 
cites her flute teacher, Meghan Ja-
coby, Adjunct Instructor in Music, 
as a source of inspiration, as well as 
Seniors from the class of 2016.

Zhao said, “There’s no way I 
would play anywhere near what 
I do now if I hadn’t come here… 
Music has been the biggest way in 
which I’ve developed since coming 
here. Academically, yeah, but more 
musically.”

Zhao also enjoys the sense of 
community in musical settings 
at Andover. She says that her fa-
vorite moments are not the con-
certs themselves, but the time she 
spends with other musicians. 

“I love post-concert receptions 
and pre-concert warm-up times, 
because we’re all just gathered in 
the basement of the chapel and 
eating food... Iceland was so fun 
because it wasn’t even about the 
music,  it was just about being there 
and having fun. And also a lot of the 
people who went weren’t people 
that I knew very well, so it was re-
ally fun to get to know new people,” 
said Zhao.  

Zhao does not have specific 
plans for pursuing the flute in col-
lege but plans to continue her jour-
ney with the instrument. 

“I didn’t apply for any degrees 
in performance for college under-
grad. I kind of came to the realiza-
tion a little bit late; Senior Fall is too 
late to be like, ‘I wanna major in 
flute,’... but I want to keep studying 
with really good professionals and 
keep the route open,” said Zhao. 

Yixuan Zhao ’18 Draws Inspiration from 
the Boston Symphony Orchestra and Andover Community

J.BUEHLER/THE PHILLIPIAN

Zhao’s favorite parts of concerts at Andover are the post-concert recep-
tions and pre-concert warm-up times because of the community feel that 
the musicians have during these moments. 

ESTELLE ZHU

P.EMERSON/THE PHILLIPIAN
Yen loves the cello because it motivates him to constantly improve, and he 
hopes to continue playing for as long as physically possible. 

P.EMERSON/THE PHILLIPIAN

At age 10, Daniel Yen ’18 was in-
spired by famous cellist, Yo-Yo Ma.

S.BAHNASY/THE PHILLIPIAN
Louis Aaron ’18 started playing the 
classical guitar when he was six 
years old. 

S.BAHNASY/THE PHILLIPIAN
One of Aaron’s favorite memories of playing the guitar at Andover is per-
forming at the retiring faculty appreciation All School Meeting two years 
ago.

J.BUEHLER/THE PHILLIPIAN

Yixuan Zhao ’18 has played the 
flute for ten years and travels to 
Boston every Saturday to rehearse 
at the New England Conservatory.  
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Fingers gently gripping the 
bow in her hand, Yuji Chan 
’18 plays a fast paced, dra-
matic piece in the basement of 
Graves. In an interview with 
The Phillipian, Chan recalled 
her grueling yet rewarding 
musical journey at Andover. 

“I’ve been involved with the 

orchestra, chamber, and the 
Symphony Orchestra. I’ve also 
taken the AP Music Sequence 
my [Junior] year. I’ve been the 
Andover [Lawrence Strings 
community engagement] coor-
dinator this past year, and I’ve 
been involved in the program 
since my [Junior] year,” says 
Chan. 

Derek Jacoby, Instructor in 
Music and Chan’s conductor, 
believes that Chan’s success 
stems from her desire and pas-
sion to improve. 

“As a musician, she is very 
dedicated. She does everything 
that you ask for and everything 
that you don’t ask for that a 
musician should do and think 
about. She does and thinks 
about all the right things on 
her own, so she’s quite a good 
student. I would admire that 
her head is always in the right 
place and she’s always ready 
and focused,” said Jacoby.

Chan draws great inspira-
tion from famous musicians 
engaged in all aspects of mu-
sic. She enjoys how her music 
can link to other parts of her 
life and work ethic. 

“From what I’ve seen from 
my favorite musicians, I think 

reaching the point where you 
can play the piece almost ef-
fortlessly where you don’t 
have to strain it and it looks 
easy — that’s the goal that I 
have whenever I learn a new 
piece. I think that it applies 
to a lot of another practices in 
life. Like you work your hard-
est in a course until it becomes 
easy to you,” says Chan.

Aditi Kannan ’18, a friend of 
Chan’s, describes her as hav-
ing a relaxed but dedicated 
personality. Kannan is a strong 
believer that these qualities 
have aided in propelling Chan 
to  success.

“It’s evident that she enjoys 
learning new skills and hon-
ing in on old difficulties. In 
fact, some of her favorite pas-
sages are those that are the 
most challenging… She also 
doesn’t take herself too seri-
ously, which is very important 
when learning new skills and 
facing challenges. She goes 
into everything with the goal 
of having fun and learning, 
and brushes mistakes off very 
quickly,” says Kannan. 

Although Chan has faced 
many hardships throughout 
her Andover career, she credits 

her accomplishments to per-
severance and hard work that 
have altered her perspective 
on playing the violin. 

“I think I would say that I 
appreciate [playing with vio-
lin] more. I’ve been playing it 

for so long, and at times it can 
get repetitive and kind of an-
noying. Sticking with it for this 
long has made me really appre-
ciate it for the amazing art that 
it is,” says Chan.

Yuji Chan ’18 decided to play the 
violin 11 years ago after being 
inspired by her sister. 

K.AALTO/THE PHILLIPIAN
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Lucy Jung ’18 revels in the 
ovation of a successful perfor-
mance as the bright lights of 
Cochran Chapel shine down on 
her and the orchestra she’s led. 
Jung enjoys the opportunities 
that Andover has given her as 
a musician, especially knowing 

how much she has grown since 
arriving on campus.

“I think our small concerts 
are definitely small achieve-
ments that I’ve had as well, be-
cause back home I would never 
have performed in places like 
the Chapel because it’s such 
a big space for us to play and 
project our sound. It seems 
very legitimate performing 
there, [so] we don’t feel like 
a student orchestra but like a 
professional group of people,” 
said Jung.

Along with the opportuni-
ties of playing in places like 
Cochran Chapel and even 
more prestigious venues like 
Carnegie Hall, Andover’s Mu-
sic Department has given Jung 
a chance to grow not only as a 
player but also as a leader in 
groups like the Academy Or-
chestras and smaller chamber 
ensembles, according to Jung.

“I think I’ve definitely 
[grown] through leadership 
roles in orchestra. I’ve grown 
as a leader and someone who 
can help others out who are 
younger than me...  and those 
who don’t have that much ex-
perience with orchestra. So I 
think the fact that I was giv-
ing all these opportunities that 

I probably wouldn’t have had 
when I was living back home 
in Korea… motivated me to 
practice a lot more and defi-
nitely helped me grow more,” 
said Jung.

Jung’s past mentors have 
primarily been student leaders, 
which is why she also believes 
so much in helping the young-
er students in the orchestra. 
Previous Concertmasters and 
other players around her have 
pushed her to practice harder 
and become a better musician.

Jung said, “I think a lot of 
the concert masters previously 
— like last year was Chloe Lee 
[’17] and Will Wang [’17], and 
then the year before that it was 
like Janice [Cheon ’16], John 
Lim [’16, and] Angela Tang [’16] 
— were all very big role mod-
els to me… I think it’s better to 
learn from people… similar to 
me as opposed [to] teachers, 
because I think they’ve played 
a bigger role in my musical ca-
reer at Andover than any other 
people.”

Andover has given Jung 
many resources and opportu-
nities to become a better play-
er and leader, and she wants to 
continue to foster the skills she 
has built in the practice rooms 

in college and possibly beyond.
“I am definitely going to 

pursue music in the future, 
because I think it’s too sad to 
let it all go now. I looked at so 
many schools with so many 
musical opportunities. I think 
that it was one of my main pri-
orities when looking into the 

specific schools that I wanted 
to go to, and I think even if it 
means I don’t become a pro-
fessional player, I want to at 
least join student orchestras 
and continue upon what I’ve 
already built here at Andover,” 
said Jung.

Yuji Chan ’18 Brings Strong Work Ethic to Music Ensembles

K.AALTO/THE PHILLIPIAN
Chan’s favorite moments involving music at Andover include being a 
Senior Concerto winner and serving as Concertmaster.

Lucy Jung ’18 Cultivates Leadership Skills in Orchestra

JEANNETTE ZHANG

ALEX PARK

When Kaitlin Kan ’18 was 
trying to pick an instrument 
to play in the fourth grade, the 
oboe wasn’t even on the list 
of instruments she could pick 
from. Kan went out of her way 
to ask her band director for 
one in order for her to be able 
to take on the challenge and 

play it.
Kan said, “I wasn’t particu-

larly partial to the oboe, but I 
was sort of enamored by the 
fact that it wasn’t on the list, 
meaning that it was probably 
harder or more difficult, and I 
would have more attention. So 
just for the sole purpose of be-
ing perverse, I approached my 
band director and asked for an 
oboe, and thus the great love 
affair began.”

At Andover, Kan plays prin-
cipal oboe in both the Sym-
phony and Chamber Orches-
tras. She also participates in 
the Symphonic Band, cham-
ber music groups, and Fidelio. 
While Kan’s previous school 
was not an environment that 
cultivated her musical growth, 
after coming to Andover, Kan 
has been surrounded by a di-
verse community that pushed 
her to become a better player.

“Coming here when I’m sort 
of surrounded by a community 
like a small subculture of mu-
sicians, I really feel like that 
has propelled me, compelled 
me to grow alongside every-
one,” said Kan. “I just found 
my niche… There was a family 
for me here, and I think that 
has really allowed me to open 
up more as a person... and I 
feel more comfortable with my 
own identities as musician.” 

According to Kan, her 

proudest memory involving 
music at Andover was just re-
alizing this year how far she 
has come since she arrived as 
a new Lower.

“I came fresh out of the tho-
racic surgery, so I had been 
sort of off oboe for quite a long 
time. My ability was pretty 
limited during that time, [so 
I think about] how I was able 
to work myself up to this point 
now where I am in a wonderful 
place where I’ve received ac-
ceptances to different conser-
vatories, and just sort of that 
moment of realization and of 
culmination of everything that 
I’ve done through my Andover 
career and otherwise to get me 
to this point,” said Kan.

In the future, Kan plans to 
pursue music extensively with 
the possibility of a profes-
sional career not yet out of the 
question.

Kan said, “It’s such a dif-
ficult field, but knowing my 
relationship with my instru-
ment and my relationship with 
the musical community, I can 
certainly say it’s a possibility. 
It might be in the cards — if, 
you know, everything pans out 
with finding a suitable teacher 
and the like. But yes, I will be 
studying music seriously come 
college and possibly as a pro-
fessional.”

Kaitlin Kan ’18 Embraces Challenge and Identity on the Oboe

M.ZHANG/THE PHILLIPIAN

Kan credits the culture at Andover as one of the main factors that moti-
vated her to improve as a musician. 

ALEX PARK
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Kaitlin Kan ’18 has been playing the 
oboe since fourth grade and plays 
principal oboe in both the Sympho-
ny and Chamber Orchestras. 

A.BORISS/THE PHILLIPIAN

Lucy Jung ’18 cites performing at Carnegie Hall this year as one of the 
favorite moments of  music at Andover.

A.BORISS/THE PHILLIPIAN
Lucy Jung ’18 strives to help and 
inspire younger students as Jung’s 
mentors did for her. 

T.CONRARDY/THE PHILLIPIAN



His voice resonating through 
Zankel Hall, Ruide Wang ’18 sang 
the opening notes of The Fidelio 
Society’s a cappella program at 
Carnegie Hall. A co-head of the 
Academy Chorus, Wang has been 
a member of Fidelio and Chorus 
since coming to Andover as a new 
Lower. 

“[Ruide’s] a valuable member of 
all the groups he’s part of because 
he has perfect pitch. He sings in a 
lot of a cappella groups, so he’s usu-
ally a very valued and solid, ground-
ing member of the groups that he’s 
in. He helps a lot of the others kids 
who [are starting] chorus. He’s an 
organizer, he puts things together, 
and is a good leader,” said Paige 
Busse ’19.

“I came as a new Lower and 
heard about Fidelio from [Chris] 
Walter, [Adjunct Instructor in Mu-
sic]... Magically, I got in as a bass 
and started singing in Fidelio and 
Chorus. [Fidelio] is really like a 
family, [and] Chorus is just an en-
vironment [that] feels like home. 

It’s something really special to me 
[and that] I feel... can be created 
for newcomers — this [feeling of ] 
home,” said Wang. 

Over Spring Break, Wang per-
formed at Carnegie Hall with Fi-
delio and the Chamber Orchestra. 
They sang a classic repertoire, in-
cluding a Norwegian piece called 
“Northern Lights” and  a cantata 
titled “Songs for the Journey,” by 
Kevin Siegfried, husband of Abbey 
Siegfried, Instructor in Music. 

“It was just such a nice bonding 
experience, because Fidelio meets 
twice a week, but traveling together 
and singing in a different setting — 
especially in Carnegie Hall, where 
the acoustics were so meticulously 
calculated — [we just] bonded 
even more. I feel like that’s some-
thing very important for a singing 
group. There’s a lot of coordina-
tion; there’s a lot of understanding 
of each other while performing, 
because we’re literally looking at 
each other, waiting for cues, so it’s 
this constant silent communication 
going on. So having a good under-
standing of the group definitely 

helped,” said Wang. 
Wang sees Abbey Siegfried and 

Walter as his sources of inspiration 
at Andover and is grateful for their 
work in making the singing groups 
on campus so inclusive.

“[Mr. Walter] retired last year, 
but he was the one who got me into 
Fidelio, and he really opened up my 
vision in terms of chamber music... 
Dr. Siegfried... has been in Chorus 
since my Lower year, and she just 
has an inspirational personality. 
She’s super nice, super inclusive — 
it’s kind of what Chorus is about. I 
keep imagining family because, yes, 
it’s about singing, but also it’s emo-
tions; it’s about love within mem-
bers,” said Wang.

Singing, and music in general, 
has played an important role in 
Wang’s life at Andover. He plans to 
continue developing this passion 
after he graduates.

“Some of my closest friends are 
from Chorus and from music. Sing-
ing has been a big part of my life, 
and I’m definitely joining chorus 
and auditioning for chamber choir 
[in college],” said Wang. 

From picking up the violin at the 
age of five to walking off the steps 
of Carnegie Hall with the Acad-
emy Orchestra, Aditi Kannan ’18 

has always held a deep passion for 
performing music. Kannan’s work 
ethic and commitment to several 
different musical groups on cam-
pus have proven her dedication to 
her craft.

“I’ve been playing the violin 

since I was around five, and I start-
ed playing because my brother was 
playing. I just really enjoyed [it]. 
It gave me something to do after 
school, even if it was for 20 or 30 
minutes. I think I only got better 
once I started playing [in an] or-
chestra outside of school… in Bos-
ton, and that gave me a lot of mo-
tivation to get better,” said Kannan.

At Andover, Kannan participates 
in many different groups and en-
sembles. In addition to Orchestra, 
she actively participates in cham-
ber groups on campus and music 
community engagement programs.

“I do chamber music here, 
which is like smaller ensembles 
[where] four or five kids will get 
together once a week and play… 
That’s my favorite type of music 
because you get the solo aspects 
as well as the orchestral aspects, 
so it’s like the best of both worlds… 
I [also] do Andover–Lawrence 
Strings, which is the Community 
Engagement program that hap-

pens every Wednesday, and we 
teach students from Lawrence 
from fourth through eighth grade 
how to play either the violin, cello, 
or the piano” said Kannan.

Andover also presented Kannan 
with opportunities to flourish as 
a performer, including tours with 
the school orchestras to places 
like Shanghai and Carnegie Hall. 
According to Kannan, these tours 
helped her to grow as a musician 
and learn more skills that would 
help her to better listen to other 
members of the group.

Kannan said, “I was super proud 
when we went to Carnegie Hall. I 
think we all played really, really 
well, and we were really worried 
about that. As one of the leaders, 
I was a little nervous about it be-
cause I didn’t know if everyone was 
as motivated as I hoped they were. 
But in the end, I was so proud of ev-
eryone on that tour. We all brought 
it together. We played really well 
when it most mattered.”

Through music, Kannan has 
grown not only as an artist but as 
a person as well. Her development 
in skills such as leadership, perse-
verance, and diligence have shone 
through in her work. The oppor-
tunities and ensembles at Ando-
ver have provided Kannan with 
the ability to learn and apply these 
valuable skills.

“I think music is a great way of 
having your ‘me time’ and putting 
together thoughts in your head 
when you’re alone and working so 
diligently on a skill. You learn how 
to really practice and how prac-
tice actually makes things better, 
and that has really helped with my 
academics. Also, playing in music 
ensembles has been really great be-
cause I don’t play in a team sport. 
So this has been sort of my team 
sport, and you learn how to work 
together very well. You learn that 
you’re not the only one who mat-
ters,” said Kannan.

Aditi Kannan ’18 Finds Many Ways To
Be Involved With Music On Campus

Ruide Wang ’18 Finds Tight-Knit Community of Singers 
Through Chorus and Fidelio

ALEX PARK

ESTELLE  ZHU

After watching a student play 
the saxophone in his school’s 
talent show in second grade, 
Hayden Weatherall ’18 was en-
tranced and picked up the in-
strument before his fingers were 
even large enough to reach all of 
its keys. Putting aside the shows 

and performing, Weatherall en-
joys playing casually and impro-
vising with his friends.

Weatherall said, “I just think 
it’s a lot of fun to work with peo-
ple to get to a goal… Performing 
is exciting because you get to put 
on a show for people, but just go-
ing down [to Graves Hall] and 
jamming with people is cool as 
well. I guess I like the commu-
nity aspect of it.”

Although Weatherall began 
playing at such a young age, his 
school did not offer any musical 
ensembles, so he took lessons 
outside of school for many years. 
At Andover, Weatherall plays in 
a bluegrass group, the Concert 
Band, and has been a member of 
Jazz Band since his Junior year, 
which has allowed him to ex-
periment with a variety of genres 
and playing styles. 

Skylar Xu ’20, a member of 
Jazz Band, said, “He does some 
great solos. He’s really good, and 
he’s just very at ease with his in-
strument. It’s just very hard to do 

that with jazz. I feel like his play-
ing is calculated but with a lot of 
freedom. He does, of course, fol-
low all the notes so that his solo 
fits in with the rest of the piece, 
but he also uses different tempos 
and rhythms, and his notes are 
very diverse. It’s very enjoyable 
to see him play.”

To Weatherall, music is not 
about the accolades or the hon-
ors that come with pulling off an 
amazing repertoire or putting on 
an impressive concert; rather, he 
views it as letting the music come 
naturally and getting to just have 
fun. One of Weatherall’s favor-
ite memories involving music at 
Andover was during the Music 
Department tour to Iceland last 
year, when the band was warm-
ing up while waiting to perform. 

“I was kind of just playing 
with some kids, and then we 
walked down the street, and we 
were just like jamming and im-
provising. That was great, raw, 
right-there kind of music,” said 
Weatherall.

Hayden Weatherall ’18 Finds Joy on the Saxophone 
Through Improvisation and Raw Music

ALEX PARK

As Solby Lim ’18 stepped to 
the microphone to perform her 
first-ever solo as a member of 
Azure, she realized just how in-
tertwined activism and music 
can be. Since this performance 
of Lady Gaga’s“Til It Happens to 
You” at the 2017 Take Back the 
Night march, which Lim consid-
ers to be one of her proudest mo-
ments, Lim’s singing has evolved 
as she has grown as a person and 
activist. 

“I remember thinking right 
before I sang, ‘This is not about 
me. This is about everyone who 
came here at the vigil,’ and that’s 
what I want the core of my art-
istry to be: to share my story… not 
for my benefit but so that others 
can hear it, others can relate to 
it, and others can maybe draw 
something from my story,” said 
Lim.

In her songwriting, Lim in-
corporates activism by writing 
and singing about her identity. 
In January, Lim released her first 
album, “Yellow,” in which she re-

flects on her experiences as an 
Asian-American activist. 

“I think that I try to address 
identity and different aspects of 
mine. I think that is my activism. 
I think that’s my way of being 
an activist as an artist because I 
think that sharing your truth and 
sharing who you are is the most 
powerful form of activism,” said 
Lim.

Lim began singing at a very 
young age, practicing in her room 
since the first grade, but she did 
not perform in a group setting 
until she joined choir in seventh 
grade, where she was challenged 
to find her own voice. 

“I really like the sound of 
people’s voices, and so, at first, 
I tried to mimic them, but then 
I realized that I had my own 
sound, and it grew from there. I 
was very reluctant to sing in front 
of people, but now, it’s definitely 
not like that. But, I do remem-
ber making sure that no one was 
around before I would sing,” said 
Lim.

Despite Lim’s initial averson 
to singing in public settings, her 
participation in singing groups 
like her middle school choir and 
Azure, Andover’s all-female a ca-
pella group, has allowed her to 
become more confident.

“Being in that choir helped 
me experience what it was like 
to sing in front of people. But 
also, I think just watching my fa-
vorite artists perform. I watch a 
lot of live performances… these 
days, and that helps me visualize 
what it f eels like,” said Lim. “I 
was very afraid of singing, and I 
never really realized how fearful 
I was, but it just totally stopped 
me from singing in front of liter-
ally anyone.” 

Lim cites pop artists such as 
Rihanna, Beyoncé, and SZA as 
major sources of influence. Ac-
cording to Lim, seeing their live 
performances while also seeing 
their styles and techniques evolve 
has motivated her as a singer.

“My first live concert was Ri-
hanna. My second live concert 

was Beyoncé. I think their vocal 
performances, as well as their vi-
sual and body performances, are 
very intertwined. That’s how I 
initially got the idea of making an 
album,” said Lim. “I think [SZA 
has] grown  a lot, and just hear-
ing that growth… as a fan and as 
someone who wants to sing — 
that has been a great experience.”

After Andover, Lim hopes to 
move to a city where there will 
many opportunities to further 
develop her career in music. 
In the meantime, however, she 
hopes to write and produce an-
other album.

“I think the challenge with my 
first album was that, in terms of 
content, it was very scattered, 
and that made me very panicked 
when I was writing and produc-
ing it. And so this one, which 
would  be titled ‘Hannah Hwang,’ 
would be about Asian America. 
Obviously, it would be intersec-
tional, but it’s kind of like navi-
gating through the world through 
this lens,” said Lim.

Solby Lim ’18 Explores Identity and Pursues Activism 
Through Songwriting

KAITLIN LIM
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After being influenced by her brother, Aditi Kannan ’18 began playing the 
violin at age five. 
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Ruide Wang ’18 joined Fidelio his Lower year as a bass and is currently a 
co-head of the Academy Chorus. 

M.ZHANG/THE PHILLIPIAN
Weatherall started playing the saxophone in the second grade after being 
inspired by a student in his school’s talent show. 
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While Hayden Weatherall ’18 likes 
performing, he also enjoys playing 
more casually with his friends.  
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Solby Lim ’18 is a co-head of Azure 
and strives to blend her singing and 
activism. 
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Emma Wong ’18, like many little 
girls, began dance as a five-year old 
coaxed into a leotard and tights by 
her mother. This experience stuck 
with her and she quickly fell in love 
with the art form. She continued to 
dance, attending the Boston Ballet 
School in Newton, Mass. through-

out her middle school years. 
“What I loved about dance was 

the ability to express something 
solely with movement, without 
having to use words. I think that’s 
pretty unique, and especially since 
I’m really shy, dance was a great 
outlet to perform,” said Wong. 

One of the reasons Wong came 
to Andover was to find more of a 
balance between her academic and 
dance lives. The commute to at-
tend school in Boston everyday was 
difficult, as was the subsequent car 
ride to her ballet studio in  Newton. 
Andover provided an opportu-
nity for her to have everything she 
needed in one place.

“Now that I’m here, I’ve discov-
ered that it’s really been the perfect 
balance of being able to do a lot of 
dance but still being able to pursue 
academics and join other clubs as 
well. I love how it’s a little less in-
tense than what I’ve been doing be-
fore, but I still have the opportunity 
to take dance as a sport and join 
dance groups on campus and be in 

Andover Dance Group. There’s a 
good mix between still working on 
technique but also having perfor-
mance opportunities and explor-
ing different sides of dance that I 
haven’t gotten to before,” Wong 
said.

At Andover, Wong was a mem-
ber of the jazz dance club Blue 
Strut and co-captain of Andover 
Dance Group (ADG), a modern 
dance group.

Daniela Ronga ’18, co-captain of 
ADG with Wong, said, “I couldn’t 
ask for a better person to be co-
captain of ADG with. Emma is just 
such a kind and supportive person, 
and she always brings so much 
joy to the studio. She is so well-
respected and is such a graceful 
dancer. I’m so glad to have known 
her for four years.”

Wong draws inspiration from 
many notable dancers and cho-
reographers, such as George Bal-
anchine, founder of the New York 
City Ballet, and Benjamin Mil-
lepied, a choreographer for the 

same company. 
Wong said, “I think I’m really in-

spired by other dancers. I’ve drawn 
the most inspiration from trying to 
emulate other people and pick up 
[on things] they do. But then also, 
in terms of just performing a piece, 
I think [it’s important for me to] 
just try and connect with the story 
[and] come up with whatever in-
terpretation you want to portray 
by really [thinking] about that story 
as  you’re rehearsing and going 
through that creative process.” 

Being in ADG has introduced 
Wong to many other talented danc-
ers and many of the upperclassmen 
who have served as role models, 
such as Sabrina Appleby ’17, Han-
nah Beaudoin ’17, and Lydia Paris 
’17.  

Wong said, “They were all in-
credible dancers and really nice 
people, too. They were very wel-
coming, and I got along very well 
with them. I definitely feel like they 
were really good mentors to me 
and just really good friends.”

As a Junior at Andover, Dan-
iela Ronga ’18 would have never 

expected to later on become Co-
Captain of Andover Dance Group, 
Co-Head of Footnotes, and Co-
Director of last year’s Dance Open. 
But now, as an integral part of An-

dover’s dance community, she can-
not picture herself anywhere else.

“If you asked me [Junior] year, 
I probably would’ve said, ‘I don’t 
think I will be captain as a Senior.’ 
Last year, I co-directed Dance 
Open with Annie McGovern ’18, so 
I’ve gotten more involved in lead-
ership. And I’ve been co-head of 
Footnotes, which is our tap group, 
for two years now. Once that hap-
pened, after Lower year, it really 
made me want to be a part of the 
[dance leadership team] more,” 
said Ronga.

Ronga began dancing at the age 
of three and has been doing pointe 
for four years. Ronga says she was 
drawn to the challenges and rigor 
of dancing

“I think it’s really interesting 
because it’s an art form, yet it’s also 
very athletic. I feel like a lot of peo-
ple don’t see that about it because 
it’s something that’s always really 
graceful and beautiful, but there’s 
definitely a really big piece of ath-
leticism that has to be taken into 
account every day,” said Ronga.

Ronga mainly focuses on bal-
let and contemporary dance and 
cites Lia Cirio, a principal ballerina 
in the Boston Ballet, as her main 
influence throughout her dance 
career.

“She’s been what I’ve aspired to 
be since I was five years old. I know 
I’ll probably never get there, but I 
think that having people like that 
in your life — I’ve gone to see the 
ballet since I was a little kid — I’ve 
definitely been watching her dance 
my whole life. If I wanted to be as 
good as anyone, it would definitely 
be her,” said Ronga.

When Ronga joined Andover 
Dance Group during her Lower 
year, however, she was exposed to 
modern, a style that she had never 
encountered before. She grew 
from the experience, and came to 
love dance as a whole even more.

“Learning [modern] has given 
me a lot of new skills within ballet. 
So seeing how modern and ballet 
interact with each other has helped 
me see how all the different styles 
of dance build off of each other and 
how to use all the different tech-
niques, know how to interchange 
those, and also when to use certain 
techniques,” said Ronga.

Anntonia Taylor ’20 said, “As far 
as I know, Daniela is one of the most 
talented dancers that I’ve seen on 
this campus and in general. She 
choreographs the Footnotes danc-
es, she choreographs her solos, she 
does all this and it just amazes me 
because they all turn out so well, 

and she performs them so well. It’s 
amazing to see her dance because 
you can tell she really loves it.”

Ronga said that her dance 
instructors at Andover, Judith 
Wombwell, Chair and Instructor in 
Dance, and Erin Strong, Instructor 
in Dance, have also both helped her 
develop her skills as a dancer.

“I remember [Junior] year 
and Lower year, I would get cri-
tiqued a lot in ballet. Sometimes, 
[Ms. Wombwell will] make you do 
things in front of the whole class 
and have them pick apart how you 
look and what you do. I really think 
that the stress of that has actually 
made me much better,” said Ronga.

While Ronga does not believe 
she will major in dance, she plans 
to pursue this passion through her 
college’s official dance team, cheer-
ing on the athletic teams there.

“I want to pursue [dance]. I 
probably won’t major in it, but if I 
can find any way to integrate it into 
my life… I know a lot of colleges 
have competitive teams, so defi-
nitely being a part of that would 
be something I would want to do, 
following the same path I did here: 
becoming Captain or Co-Head of 
a group in college. I want to dance 
as long as possible, any way that I 
could keep it in my life,” said Ronga.

Daniela Ronga ’18 Builds off Ballet Experience 
After Discovering Modern at Andover

S.ALSHAIBA/THE PHILLIPIAN
Daniela Ronga ’18 served as Co-Captain of Andover Dance Group and Co-
Head of Footnotes this year. 

Emma Wong ’18 Finds Balance 
Between Academics and Dance at Andover

KAITLIN LIM

UANNE CHANG

E.SCHEER/THE PHILLIPIAN
Emma Wong ’18 draws inspiration 
from her upperclassmen.

T.CONRARDY/THE PHILLIPIAN

S.ALSHAIBA/THE PHILLIPIAN
Wong began dancing at age five. 

Donning a colorful dress with 
an orange bottom and a white 
top, Isabelle Bicks ’18 joyfully 
leaped and danced around the 
stage, playing the role of Dew 
Drop in Andover’s 2016 produc-
tion of “The Nutcracker.” Be-
hind Bicks were the rest of the 
Flowers, dancing around her.

“I think my favorite per-
formance that I have done at 
Andover was probably ‘The 
Nutcracker’ that I did last year, 
specifically dancing the role 
of Dew Drop, which was really 
exciting. I love the music, I love 
the costume, I love the choreog-
raphy, so getting to perform that 
role was a huge honor and is a 
performance I will remember 
forever,” said Bicks.

Bicks first began dancing 
when she was two years old. 
Seeing the older girls at her 
studio in their pointe shoes 
constantly inspired to her to 
continue dancing. Bicks loved 

watching the older dancers do 
their partnering and turning, 
which seemed beautiful and 
graceful to her.

Bicks said, “I started danc-
ing at Ballet Academy East in 
New York City. I’m not really 
sure if you can call it dancing 
when you’re two; it’s more skip-
ping, jumping, and leaping over 
stuffed animals at that point. 
But, I guess that’s how I started, 
and my mom just enrolled me 
in classes, and I never ended up 
quitting.” 

Bicks’ role as Dew Drop was 
a milestone for her at Andover, 
and she is also involved with An-
dover Dance Group, the modern 
dance group on campus. When 
she was younger, Bicks’ mother 
always took her and her siblings 
to see the New York City Ballet 
perform “The Nutcracker,” and 
the dance of the Dew Drop was 
always one of the most memo-
rable parts.

Bicks said, “I think [the] part 
of dance that makes it so spe-
cial is its combination with the 
music. There’s something re-
ally magical about the music of 
‘The Nutcracker’ in general, but 
I think there’s something even 
more magical about the music 
for Flowers. It’s really grand and 
quite spectacular, I think.”

According to Bicks, the dance 
studio has been her greatest 
teacher in life lessons. The skills 
that she has learned through 
dance are ones she plans on us-
ing throughout different aspects 
of her life

“Dancing is the most im-
portant thing in my life — next 
to ballet — and it’s taught me 
so much, of course, inside the 
studio. I don’t look to profes-
sional dance careers, but at the 
same time, there is so much 
I’ve learned from dance that I 
can carry outside of the class-
room and is applicable in any 

situation.  I think that the ballet 
world [is] so exacting, and hav-
ing dedication and time-man-
agement and passion instilled 
in me from a young age is really 
important and has helped me 
so much beyond dancing that 
I cannot imagine any aspect of 
my life the way it is without my 
dance training,” said Bicks.

Alexa Goulas ’18 first began 
dancing at the young age of two 
at the Lisa Pilato Dance Center in 
Dracut, Mass. Her first competi-
tive dance experience was just two 
years later when she dressed as a 
monkey and shook to near con-
cussion. Four-year-old Goulas did 
such an amazing job at acting like 
a monkey that one of the judges 
pointed out that they were genu-
inely concerned for her health.

“In my first competitive dance, 
we danced to a song called ‘Mon-
key Business,’ and we dressed up as 
monkeys. It was a tap dance, and I 
was like four or five. We had to just 
shake really, really hard at the be-
ginning, and I remember that a lot 
of us were so young and we were 
very shy. One of the seniors came 
up to a group of us, and she said, 
‘You just have to really shake.’ So, 
we all started doing it really hard… 
One the judges made a comment 

about the front three girls, [which I 
was one of ], and he [said], ‘Honest-
ly, I think they are going to have a 
concussion from shaking so hard,’” 
said Goulas.

As Goulas continued dancing, 
she was eventually able to expand 
her range of styles and travel to 
many different places classes and 
performance venues. At Andover, 
she serves as co-head on the Dance 
Board, co-captain of Blue Strut, co-
captain of Hypnotiq, and is a mem-
ber of the Andover Dance Group. 
She has also been a member of 
Footnotes and SLAM. Some of her 
favorite moments at Andover are 
from her time in Blue Strut, Ando-
ver’s jazz dance group.

Goulas said, “When I took on the 
role of being co-captain for Blue 
Strut my Upper year, it was my first 
time choreographing a big piece. 
I did duets my Lower year, but it 
was first time choreographing a big 
piece. Watching it come together 
my Upper year and Senior [year], 
especially [in] the Grasshopper 

dances, was really exciting to see. 
[My favorite moments are] watch-
ing the videos and getting feed-
back from the audience members 
and parents, and how impressed 
they are sometimes. They are like, 
‘That looked like a professionally 
choreographed dance.’ I think that 
is my proudest moment: to see my 
own choreography unfold onstage 
and really work out.”

Goulas plans to continue her 
passion and explore new opportu-
nities in dance after Andover. 

“I really want to continue danc-
ing, whether it is wherever I go, 
or just going to drop-in classes at 
nearby studios. Whenever I go to 
New York City, I always try and 
take drop-in classes, [and I] take 
as many drop-in classes as I can 
locally or in Boston… If the option 
presented itself, and I was accept-
ed [from an audition], I would defi-
nitely want to do it as a career… I 
plan on minoring in dance, at least,” 
said Goulas.

Alexa Goulas ’18 Transitions From Competitive Dance
 to a Leader in Jazz and Hip Hop On Campus

R.PREM/THE PHILLIPIAN
Alexa Goulas ’18 has explored a variety of dance styles. She served as Co-
Captain of Blue Strut and Hypnotiq as well as Co-Head of Dance Board.

Isabelle Bicks ’18 Performs Her Dream Role as Dew Drop
JACKSON DIODATI

JACKSON DIODATI

C.WAGGONER/THE PHILLIPIAN

Isabelle Bicks ’18 began dancing 
when she was two years old. 

C.WAGGONER/THE PHILLIPIAN
Isabelle Bicks ’18 cites her role as a 
Dew Drop in Grasshopper 2017 as a 
milestone for her at Andover.
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As the stage lights dimmed and 
the curtains slowly moved down 
in front of the performers, the 
audience erupted into applause, 
concluding the Saturday night 
show of the 2016 Nutcracker. Em-
ily Ndiokho ’18, the stage manager, 
considers that fleeting moment 
one of the most defining of her 
theater career.

“It’s a small moment that I’ll al-
ways remember: the feeling right 
at the end when the curtain came 
down, and they did their bows. 

The applause and the standing 
ovation, I felt that. They, the au-
dience, loved it. They, the danc-
ers, loved it. They, the crew and I, 
loved it. You couldn’t believe that 
moment,” said Ndiokho.

Ndiokho began her theater ca-
reer when she was a Junior at An-
dover. Although she had no prior 
theater experience except for or-
ganizing her old school’s talent 
show, she began by managing the 
spotlight in Nutcracker 2014 and 
has been improving throughout 
her time here.

“It was actually by mistake. I 
first helped out with Nutcracker 
when I was a Junior, and it was 
only because someone who was 
supposed to be working the spot-
light dropped out. I was like, ‘I 
want to see the show, and I can 
see it for free now,’ so I went and I 
started helping out with the spot-
light for the Nutcracker, and I’ve 
been involved ever since,” said 
Ndiokho.

According Ndiokho, theater is 
a space that welcomes students 
regardless of experience. The 
openness of the theater and dance 
community encouraged Ndiokho 
to stay, enabling her to further de-
velop her skills and experience in 
theater, along with her character.

“I feel like there’s a certain 
character in the department that I 

really related to and really needed 
when I came into Andover: just an 
accepting, welcoming space that is 
okay for new people and okay for 
people who have been here for-
ever,” said Ndiokho.

Theater has also helped Ndio-
kho learn from her mistakes and 
and grow from those experiences.

“Failure is something that’s 
completely natural in that depart-
ment, so when you make a mis-
take, you recalculate and just do 
it again. And I really appreciate 
that mentality, especially as a new 
student coming to Andover where 
failure seemed like it was not an 
option,” said Ndiokho.

Because of her extensive in-
volvement in theater, Ndiokho has 
greatly changed as a student and 
leader in the Andover community. 
According to Ndiokho, she has 
become more detail-oriented and 
learned to actively communicate 
with her peers.

“That mentality of not being 
afraid to talk to people, effectively 
talking to people, and focusing on 
the details have been three pillars 
that I have taken away from the-
ater that have allowed me to be a 
more efficient leader, whether it 
be as a proctor in the dorm and I’m 
communicating effectively, or just 
being a friendly person on campus 
and knowing how to approach 

someone who you’ve never talked 
to,” said Ndiokho.

Ndiokho hopes to continue the-
ater in college, whether it be as an 
extracurricular activity, major, or 
minor.

“It’s been too much in my own 
personal character development 
for me to just leave [theater] at 
Andover. And I honestly don’t just 

want to leave it at Andover. I think 
it would be a good way for me to 
quickly meet people who are out-
going and social and brilliant and 
far more accepting [than] the typi-
cal person, and I could do that all 
through theater and find a niche 
or a place to be on campus,” said 
Ndiokho.

Theater Pushes Emily Ndiokho ’18 to Learn From Mistakes 
and Appreciate Details

D.TULLER/THE PHILLIPIAN

Ndiokho feels that theater is a space that is welcome to all, regardless of 
experience. 

KAITLIN LIM

Justice Robinson ’18, along 
with the rest of the cast of 
“Black Gods of the Asphalt,” 
traveled to South Africa to 
perform the show for a school 
overseas during the summer 
after her Lower year. Robinson 
points to that experience as a 
defining moment in her the-
ater career at Andover. 

“When I think of Ando-
ver, South Africa is what I’ll 
remember. It was amazing, I 
guess because of the content 
of the show. It was that much 
more meaningful, being re-
lated to hip hop, religion, and 
basketball, all of those togeth-
er...That’s when I realized that 
I love theater and could do it in 
my life,” said Robinson. 

Robinson first realized her 
love for theater in elementary 
school, where she played the 
lead roles in plays, and then in 
middle school, where she cre-
ated her school’s theater club. 
After coming to Andover, she 
became heavily involved in 
theater engagements. 

“I did DramaLabs my [Ju-
nior] year, and I also was in-
volved with “Hands Up”, 
which was a series of long 
monologues in response to gun 
violence. And then Lower year 
I did “Hairspray,” which was 
my first main stage production. 
I hadn’t done a musical before, 

I don’t really think of myself 
as a singer, but it was still re-
ally fun… I took a lot of theater 
courses — I probably took all of 
them,” said Robinson. 

In addition to acting, Rob-
inson has engaged in other 
aspects of theater at Andover, 
such as directing. In her work, 
Robinson aims to showcase di-
verse identities and perspec-
tives, such as she did in her Se-
nior project, “We Speak.” 

“I just think that theater is a 
platform for anyone to express 
themselves… And that’s why in 
‘We Speak’ I value having so 
many different identities, dif-
ferent genders, different sexu-
al orientations, different races, 
different abilities — all of this 
so that the perspectives would 
be different and we would be 
hearing from different people. 
[It] was very special because 
the cast actually wrote most of 
the material,” said Robinson. 

Robinson served as a Dra-
maLabs Producer this year, 
along with Emily Ndiohko ’18 
and Natalie Warren ’18. 

Warren said, “Justice has a 
special eye for directing. She 
always seems to have a bot-
tomless list of innovative ideas 
for stagecraft and for artfully 
designing how a scene should 
play out. One of her most no-
table achievements I think was 
how she managed the Grass-
hopper MCs; they were excel-
lent on their own, but with 

Justice’s input they were epic.”
Robinson cites Allen 

Grimm, Instructor in The-
ater and Dance, as one of her 
main mentors on campus. She 
has taken numerous theater 
courses throughout the years, 
and has had at least one class 
with Grimm every term she 
has been at Andover. 

Robinson plans to continue 
doing theater while in college 
in New York. She also sees her-
self pursuing theater — specif-
ically directing — as a profes-
sion.

Justice Robinson ’18 Portrays Different Perspectives
 and Addresses Social Issues Through Theater

O.TUNG/THE PHILLIPIAN
Justice Robinson ‘18 travelled to South Africa with the cast of “Black Gods 
of the Asphalt” in the summer after her Lower year. 

O.TUNG/THE PHILLIPIAN
Justice Robinson ’18 has been 
involved in theater productions 
since elementary school.

As dance groups rotated on 
and off the stage, musical timing 
had to be precise for the perfor-
mances to run smoothly. Behind 
the curtain, Natalie Warren ’18, 
who had spent weeks preparing 
for Grasshopper Night 2017, cut-
ting music pieces and advising 
musical acts. 

“It was a journey — putting to-
gether Grasshopper — as it always 
is for the production team. But 
it’s the most rewarding feeling in 
the world: seeing something that 
you worked so hard on with your 

team just come together… Just 
being involved in the planning 
process and seeing Grasshopper 
come to fruition from start to fin-
ish was this awesome thing,” said 
Warren. 

Warren discovered theater 
at the age of two when she took 
on the role of a horse in a farm 
play, clattering around the stage 
in Solo-Cup hooves. Though ex-
perienced in acting, Warren only 
began to consider theater seri-
ously upon her arrival at Ando-
ver. Initially discouraged by failed 
auditions, Warren put her efforts 
into improving her skills in order 
to attain more roles and engage 
fully in theater. 

“The DramaLabs were my 
intro [to theater at Andover], 
and then I auditioned for [The-
atre-920 productions]. I didn’t 
really get into any of them until 
‘Hairspray.’ They had a last-min-
ute drop out, and I filled the final 
spot. From there, I decided that I 
needed to step up my game, so I 
went to voice camps and theater 
camp so that I could improve 
and get more roles because I had 
so much fun my first time,” said 
Warren.

Since then, Warren has been 
involved in various productions, 
including “Dracula,” “A Chorus 
Line,” and “Ragtime.” Warren 
also decided to try other aspects 

of theater besides acting and 
became involved in producing, 
directing, and stage managing. 
She is a DramaLabs Producer 
and stage-managed “The Merry 
Wives of Windsor” alongside 
Kevin Heelan, Instructor in The-
ater, this spring.

“[My favorite aspect of the-
ater] has actually morphed 
and changed so much, because 
[throughout] my childhood and 
middle school, the only thing 
available to me was acting. When 
I got into DramaLabs and got to 
try directing, [I found it] super 

fun. I’ve actually started devel-
oping more of an affinity for the 
backstage… I’ve just developed 
such a respect for people who do 
tech or direct,” said Warren.

Warren intends to continue 
theater in college in California.

Natalie Warren Gains Appreciation 
For All Aspects of Theater at Andover

LINDSEY CHAN

S.BAHNASY/THE PHILLIPIAN
After coming to Andover, Warren gradually branched out into other aspects of theater besides acting such as       
producing, directing, and stage-managing.

S.BAHNASY/THE PHILLIPIAN
Natalie Warren ’18 served as music 
director for Grasshopper 2018 and 
cites this as one of her favorite 
experiences of theater at Andover. 

D.TULLER/THE PHILLIPIAN
Emily Ndiokho ’18 started her 
theater career Freshman year 
by managing the spotlight for         
Nutcracker. 

T.CONRARDY/THE PHILLIPIAN
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THEATER SPOTLIGHT

Strutting around the stage 
and looking pointedly at other 
cast members, Emma Chat-
son ’18, playing Val Clark in 
the musical “A Chorus Line,” 
proudly sang “Dance: Ten; 
Looks: Three.”  Although she 
was fairly nervous, Chatson 
pushed herself to reflect and 
summon the courage to pull off 
the performance.

“Just being here at Andover 
gave me so much more confi-
dence in myself. I used to be 
very introverted and shy about 
performing, but now I feel a lot 
more confident about getting 
up on stage, which is amazing,” 
said Chatson.

Chatson began her involve-
ment in music and musical the-
ater at a young age when she 
joined Acting Out, a local the-
ater troupe based in Lawrence, 
Mass. She also took dance and 
voice lessons in middle school.

“What attracted me to mu-
sical theater is that there’s so 
much song and there’s a lot of 
dance and a lot of theatricality, 
and just the fact you can com-
bine all three of those together 
is really fun,” said Chatson.

After being cut from The Fi-
delio Society her Junior year, 
Chatson joined the Academy 
Chorus and Azure, Andover’s 
all-female a capella group. 
She became involved with the 
Theatre Department during a 
production of “Hairspray” her 
Lower year. Chatson continued 
her involvement with musical 
theater, Chorus, Azure, and 
later Fidelio through the dura-
tion of her Andover career.

“If I were to give advice… 
to younger students here or 
future students, [it would be] 
to take a chance and try some-

thing you’ve never done be-
fore, and if you don’t get the 
role or you don’t get the spot in 
Fidelio or an a capella [group], 
don’t give up or stop trying, 
because something will come 
your way. Whatever that will 
be will be amazing, and it will 
be what’s meant for you,” said 
Chatson.

Chatson credits Abbey Sieg-
fried, Instructor in Music; Erin 
Strong, Instructor in Theater 
and Dance; and Christopher 
Walter, former Instructor in 
Music and former Director of 
The Fidelio Society and the 
Academy Chorus, as mentors 
and inspiration during her An-
dover career. Likewise, Chat-
son has also served as an inspi-
ration for other students. 

Henry Crater ’20, Chatson’s 
friend, said, “[Emma] is super 
talented, and she’s also really 
humble and down to earth and 
compassionate towards other 
people. You don’t meet people 
who are super talented and 
compassionate all at the same 
time, and that’s super awe-
some. I love that about her.”

Although she has no con-
crete plans for how she will 
follow her musical pursuits in 
college, Chatson hopes to con-
tinue being involved with sing-
ing and theater.

“Andover gave me the op-
portunity to perform in main-
stage productions, which I 
had never done before and had 
never been exposed to before. 
Andover also exposed me to 
the musical theater process 
and how it can be intense at 
times and how to go about 
learning your character, de-
veloping your character while 
also learning songs and dance 
routines at the same time,” said 
Chatson.

Emma Chatson ’18 Finds Confidence and Perseverance 
In Overcoming Shyness Through Theater

H.SOLOMON/THE PHILLIPIAN

Emma Chatson ’18 is a member of the Academy Chorus and Azure. She also participated in musicals such as “A 
Chorus Line,” “Hairspray,” and “Romance/Romance.”

KATE MACLEOD

“I remember the last show 
of Grasshopper this year with 
Keynotes...The last solo in the 
piece was Sofia Garcia ’21’s… 
and she hit a note on the last 
song that we have never heard 
her hit before... and we all ran 
off the stage and just started 
hugging each other and cry-

ing,” said Miriam Feldman ’18.
Feldman, a co-head of Key-

notes, helped to arrange this 
performance that featured an 
evolution of Rihanna’s mu-
sic. She has been singing for 
as long as she can remember 
and began taking voice lessons 
when she was six. Her Junior 
Fall, Feldman joined Keynotes 
and Azure. Since then, Sunday 
rehearsals have been a con-

stant in her life at Andover. 
“Keynotes [rehearses from] 

one to three on Sundays, Azure 
does three to five, so pretty 
much every single Sunday of 
my Andover career I’ve gone 
to [Graves Hall] and my entire 
Sunday afternoon I just sing 
with people that I love. No 
matter what else is going on 
in my life, whether I’m new to 
the group as a [Junior] or run-

ning the group as a Senior, it’s 
something that’s been a part of 
my entire Andover experience 
in a way that not much else 
has,” said Feldman. 

Even outside of the a ca-
pella groups, music has been 
a very integral part of Feld-
man’s identity. At Andover, 
she took several music classes 
her Junior year, which helped 
her learn elements of musical 

composition.
“A big part of [the Music se-

quence] is learning how to do 
four-part vocal leading. And so 
having that happen at the same 
time as I was joining two a ca-
pella groups really pushed me 
to arrange complex vocal mu-
sic before Azure and Keynotes 
and even on my own, to com-
pose things that were a little 
bit more musically interest-
ing,” said Feldman. 

While Feldman does not of-
ten perform original pieces, 
songwriting has also been a 
part of her musical journey. 
During Spring Break her Up-
per year, she began recording 
some of the songs she created. 

“Mostly it just lives in jour-
nals and audio memos on my 
phone. So that was really a 
wonderful experience for me, 
to be able to create a more 
finished, tangible piece of art, 
[and] to capture some of my fa-
vorite things that I’ve created 
up to this point in my life,” said 
Feldman. 

The songs Feldman writes 
are inspired by experiences big 
and small, ranging from major 
emotional events to small con-
versations she’s entertained 
with others.

“A lot of my songs are about 
my relationships with people. 
That’s where I find a lot of in-
spiration. Whether it’s friends, 
or love songs, or just sort of 
writing about other people in 
my life, not even necessarily 
my relationship to them, I find 
art in others,” Feldman said. 

In the future, Feldman 
hopes that music will remain a 
part of her life, even if it is not 
in a formal setting. She is con-
sidering joining an a capella 
group or band in college. 

Miriam Feldman ’18 Finds Community and Reliability
 in A Capella Groups

K.YOUNG/THE PHILLIPIAN

Miriam Feldman ’18, Co-Head of Keynotes, helped to arrange their performance for Grasshopper 2018, which featured an evolution of Rihanna. 

UANNE CHANG
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Standing in front of a crowd 
of writers, Sparky Yoo ’18 pre-
sented his short story “A Raisin 
in the Sun” to the Iowa Young 
Writers’ Studio in the sum-
mer of 2017. For the next three 
hours, the group of writers 
discussed and analyzed Yoo’s 
story. Yoo sees this experience 
as a moment that changed his 
perspective on writing to see it 
as a community-based project. 

“I believe the community 
serves as a really big source of 
inspiration, but also as a writer, 
it makes writing so much more 
fun. Not only can you share 
your work, but you learn about 
other people’s work  and you 
share ideas and discuss works. 
I think of writing as a very col-
laborative endeavor, and that’s 
a lesson I took away from the 
Iowa Writing Studio,” said Yoo.

At Andover, Yoo is also in-
volved in YDO Writing, a com-

munity engagement program 
that brings children to campus 
to participate in various writ-
ing activities, and Andover 
Writers’ Alliance, a club for 
writers on campus to share 
and discuss their work.

“My desire is for writing to 
become a bigger extracurricu-
lar at Andover. I know there 
are so many good, passionate 
writers here and if you look at 
the enrollment, writing is not 
something that as emphasized 
or popular and I hope if you’re 
not a passionate writer, you 
can reach out to these clubs 
and start writing. If you are an 
avid writer, definitely go join 
these clubs because having a 
writers community can really 
be helpful and it’s really fun,” 
said Yoo.

Along with Jennifer Lee 
’18, Yoo revived the Andover 
Writers Alliance, a club that 
had previously been inactive. 
The two also received an Ab-
bot Grant to host the Andover 
Writers Symposium, which 
brought writers together to 
share work and collaborate in 
workshops in February 2018.

“I think it’s really hard for 
writers to find other writers 
who are really avid. A lot of 
people think of writing as this 
independent endeavor, and 
it’s not really something like 
Science Club or Math Club or 
[The] Phillipian or anything 
like. I wanted to make sure 
that no matter how small, at 
least [for] writers who want to, 
have this community to build,” 
said Yoo.

Yoo often writes short fic-
tional stories that vary in 
genre. During his time at An-
dover, he feels he has learned 
to think critically and be more 
conscious about his writing. 
In particular, he acknowl-
edges Catherine Tousignant, 
Instructor in English, Coreen 

Martin, Instructor in English, 
and Noah Rachlin, Instructor 
in History and Social Science, 
as mentors and inspirations to 
him during his Andover career.

“All three of them played 
really different roles. Ms. Tou-
signant was the beginning 
where she spurts my desire to 
find my voice, and M. Martin 
helps me with Andover Writ-
ing Alliance but helps me think 
about how my identity relates 
to writing, and Mr. Rachlin 
also helps me with identity and 
writing and how you can write 
large papers. I never dreamed 
of writing a 40 page paper that 
actually made sense,” said Yoo. 

“Sparky is a wonderful 
writer because he knows how 
to engage his readers with not 

only the beauty of his language, 
but also the strength and con-
tent of his words. He knows 
how to capture a reader’s at-
tention, and his work is always 
purposeful. I learn something 
new every time that I read his 
work,” said Lee.

In general, Yoo finds inspi-
ration by exploring the world 
around him, including through 
walks in Cochran Bird Sanc-
tuary and downtown Ando-
ver, photography, and reading 
books. 

Yoo said, “I guess just ob-
serving things makes you want 
to write a story. I’m also an avid 
photographer. A lot of people 
see me just taking photographs 
around campus, and I think 
usually when I take walks, I 

sometimes listen to music and 
observe.”

Although Yoo does not have 
definite plans for his future, he 
knows he will continue with 
his passion for writing after 
his time at Andover.

“Maybe if it’s not officially a 
part of my college curriculum, 
I will definitely keep writing. 
I’m going to find the liter-
ary magazine, and I’ll write. 
Maybe I’ll write for the news-
paper as a change. Something 
I really, really wanted to do 
was start helping out in real 
workshops… I don’t have defi-
nite plans on what I’m going to 
do, but I know I can’t let go of 
writing in the future,” said Yoo.

Sparky Yoo ’18 Inspired by Teachers and 
Observations Through Photography

KATE MACLEOD

Sydney Olney ’18 was born 
and raised in a world full of 
words and literature. Her par-
ents, an author and an editor 
who met through work, taught 
her the value of words and 
expressing herself. Through-
out her childhood, she was 
constantly surrounded by her 
father’s work and plenty of 
“Harry Potter,” which first in-
spired her to start writing and 
creating imaginary worlds to 
visit.

Olney said, “My dad is a 
writer; he’s a reporter, so I’ve 
grown up reading his stuff. I 
would really credit him with 
getting me into writing. I’ve 
always been fascinated by fan-
tasy worlds. I was raised by 
my mom on ‘Harry Potter,’ so I 
grew up reading all these fan-
tastic tales about other places 
I knew I’d never be able to go, 
so writing was my way of going 
to those places.”

Now, Olney has shifted di-
rections with her genre and 
style of writing. Still inspired 
by the literature she reads, her 
favorite authors have led her 
to write pieces exploring and 
questioning the human mind 
with the use of first-person 
narrative. In particular, she is 
interested in the work of Ed-
gar Allan Poe and the insanity 
of humans. 

“I tend to write morbid sto-
ries more often than not, but 
when I’m not going more ex-
istential and morbid, I tend 
to go fantasy — generally first 
person. I’ve always been fasci-
nated by first person because 
it’s this way of taking on an 
identity that’s not really yours. 
Arthur Golden’s ‘Memoirs of 
a Geisha’ is one of my favorite 
books. I love the way that he 
is able to slip into this charac-
ter that’s not anything like his 

own identity in real life,” said 
Olney.

Olney has also found a pas-
sion for activism through her 
writing. According to Olney, 
one of her proudest accom-
plishments as a writer was sub-
mitting to “Out of the Blue,” an 
on-campus magazine, for the 
first time after finally find-
ing the confidence to share 
her work and opinions with a 
larger audience. In the past, 
she has written about cultural 
appropriation and intellectual 
elitism. 

Olney said, “Intellectual 
elitism… is something I feel 
like we don’t talk about enough 
about at Andover. We have so 
much privilege here — we’re 
surrounded by it — and I think 
it distances us from the reali-
ties of the education system 
of America. We engage with 
people outside of Andover ex-
pecting them to have the same 
exact background and views as 
we do; however, that’s simply 
not the case.”

Heading into college, Olney 
plans to continue writing. 

“I definitely plan on getting 
involved with the newspaper 
at the college I’m going to. I’m 
also considering journalism as 
a future career. I haven’t de-
cided, but I’d love to go into 
political journalism or inter-
national journalism, so I’ll be 
studying international busi-
ness and international studies 
in college,” said Olney. 

Olney also hopes to contin-
ue her fiction writing and de-
velop a book one day. 

Olney said, “I have a bad 
habit of writing things and 
then throwing out my projects, 
but once I get enough drive 
and self-reflection to not go 
back and delete all the work 
I’ve done, I would love to one 
day write a book.”

Raised to Write: Sydney Olney ’18 Draws From 
Childhood Experiences and Family Influences

CC SONG

H.SOLOMON/THE PHILLIPIAN

Both of Sydney Olney ’18’s parents work in writing-related fields as an author and editor. She was first inspired to 
start writing about imaginary worlds after reading “Harry Potter.”

E.SCHEER/THE PHILLIPIAN
Yoo cites many of his teachers as mentors and inspirations to him during his career at Andover. In addition, he 
finds inspiration through observing and exploring the world around him. 
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Sparky Yoo ’18 hopes that writing 
will become a bigger extracurricu-
lar at Andover. 
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For as long as she can re-
member, Adrienne Zhang ’18 
has been inventing and record-
ing stories. As a kid, she would 
ask her mom to transcribe the 
stories she imagined. After re-
ceiving her first MacBook as 
a gift from her parents, Zhang 
finally began to see herself as a 
writer. According to Zhang, she 
created hundreds of folders, 
each with stories numbered 
one through 100.

Zhang said, “My parents 
would encourage me to read, 
and I think that really helped 
with my stories. I was very 
much into fantasy and action 
and those genres, so the stories 
I wrote would be about alter-

nate universes, fantasy worlds, 
magic, and things like that. It 
really just developed naturally.”

Hannah Zhang ’18, a friend 
of Zhang’s, said, “I’ve known 
Adrienne ever since we were 
children, and she has always 
been in love with books and 
stories… When we were kids, 
I remember she would always 
be typing on her laptop, and 
she always had some… pages 
on documents on her laptop 
that she wouldn’t let me read. 
But on the rare occasion that 
she did let me read her stories, 
I always found myself struck 
by not only the level of writ-
ing technique that she demon-
strated in her stories but also 
the level of craft and creativity 
and maturity that she conveyed 
through her characters.” 

At Andover, Zhang has par-
ticipated in many writing-re-
lated activities. She served as 
a Commentary Editor for The 
Phillipian, vol. CXL, and Co-
Editor in Chief of the Courant 
in addition to taking many cre-
ative writing courses. Since 
coming to Andover, Zhang’s 
outlook on writing has changed 
in many ways. As her taste in 
literature began to mature, so 
did her writing.

“Since I came to Andover, 
I’ve started reading a lot of 
other books, and I would try to 
borrow or steal parts and piec-
es. One of my favorite authors 
is Virginia Woolf. She’s a really 
difficult writer to read; I feel 
like I’m going to get a headache 
every time I read her. But it’s 
so beautiful. Her mode of flow-
ing writing is almost like you’re 
riding a current as you’re read-
ing, and that’s something I try 
to emulate,” said Zhang.

Currently, Zhang is taking 
English-505 Creative Writ-
ing: Fiction, taught by Johan-
na Lane, Writer in Residence, 
and Creative Writing Basics 
as a sport, led by Kathryn Mc-
Quade, Instructor in English. 
In the past, she has taken Eng-
lish-501 Creative Nonfiction, 
also taught by McQuade.

“[The nonfiction class] was 
a life changing experience be-
cause nobody actually really 
teaches you how to write, and 
that was one of the first times 
I’ve been given clear instruc-
tions on how to improve my 
writing,” said Zhang.

Heading into college, Zhang 
has decided to major in Eng-
lish, though she is unsure what 
role writing will play in her life. 
No matter what, she promises 
to never stop writing, even if it 

just becomes a hobby.
Zhang said, “I think when 

I was younger, I really wanted 
to be a writer. I was just really 
enamored with the ideas and 
drama, and I thought that was 

exactly what I wanted to do. 
But I feel like writing has be-
come more of a pastime for me. 
I won’t ever stop writing, but I 
just don’t see it as a realistic fu-
ture for me.”

Adrienne Zhang ’18 Creates Fantasy Worlds 
Inspired by Novels and Literature

CC SONG

Wiping her sweaty palms 
on her clothes, Cecelia Vieira 
’18 stood behind the podium 
during an All-School Meeting 
dedicated to declamations by 
Means Essay Prize finalists. 
Faced with a crowd of students, 
Vieira found herself shaking as 
she read her personal essay.

“The point of the Means Es-
say is [to] submit a personal 
essay and read it out loud to 
the entire school. I’m just ter-
rible at public speaking. I was 
so embarrassed afterwards… It 
was a very instructive experi-
ence because it made me more 
aware of the fact that writing… 
comes down to sharing it with 
other people, and you have to 
be prepared to communicate,” 
said Vieira.

Vieira’s interest in writ-
ing emerged when she was in 
kindergarten, beginning with 
an unfinished novel depicting 
herself in the “Harry Potter” 
universe. Since then, Vieira has 
delved into different genres of 
writing, but creative writing 
has remained her favorite. Viei-
ra describes creative writing as 
her outlet for communicating 
her thoughts to others.

“A lot of my inspiration 
comes from me not being able to 
accurately represent my emo-
tions verbally or [in] person. 
I can’t really express myself 
[to] other people. I’ll get my-
self worked up on one subject 
throughout the day, and then 
at night, I’ll get all my thoughts 
down on paper and fall asleep. 
[My writing comes from] me 
taking in my surroundings and 
my relationships,” said Vieira.

Coming into high school, 
Vieira learned to approach 
writing with a humble attitude. 
With continuous support from 
her teachers and exposure to 

new materials in her courses, 
Vieira gained awareness of the 
limitations of her writing and 
further honed her skills. 

“I actually came to Andover 
feeling a lot more confident in 
myself and my abilities than I 
necessarily should have been. 
My early years at Andover was 
defined by failure and by ac-
cepting and understanding my 
limitations as a writer. I had a 
really instructive period [Ju-
nior] Year, [when] my English 
teacher sat down with me,” 
said Vieira. 

In addition to her teachers’ 
encouragement, Vieira also 
credits much of her growth and 
exploration of writing to her 
peers. Besides writing in class, 
Vieira has also been involved 
with The Phillipian, “BOSS” 
magazine, and the “Courant.” 
Her participation in Andover’s 
writing community has al-
lowed her to form connections 

with other writers.
“I’ve had the great privi-

lege of knowing many fantas-
tic writers — writers far better 
than I will ever be — at Ando-
ver. It’s exposed the ugliest 
parts of my writing to me and 
made me aware of my own lim-
itations… I’ve received a lot of 
gentle criticism, some teasing 
from my good friends. It’s been 
humbling, certainly, but also 
revelatory in a way. It’s just 
made me want to be better than 
I was before,” said Vieira.

While Vieira loves writing 
and definitely wants to pursue 
it in the future, she is unsure 
how she will do so. 

“It’s just hard to pursue 
writing as a career, so what I’m 
trying to do is I’m very interest-
ed in policy making and legisla-
tion… I think no matter what, 
I’m always going to be produc-
ing content,” said Vieira.

Cecelia Vieira ’18 Learns Humility 
Alongside Creative Writing and Journalism

LINDSEY CHAN
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When Zhang was younger, she asked her parents to transcribe the stories 
she told so she could keep a record of her ideas. 
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Adrienne Zhang ’18 has decided to major in English, although she is unsure 
of where she will go with her writing. 
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Cecelia Vieira ’18 cites her teachers at Andover as imperative to her 
growth as a writer. 

COURTESY OF CECELIA VIEIRA

Vieira was a Means Essay Finalist her Lower Year and was also the fea-
tured writer of the Courant’s first color issue. 
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WRITING SPOTLIGHTS

At 12 years old, Marieta Ro-
jas ’18 doodled on household 
items, such as toys or a roll 
of paper she had found in her 
house. According to Rojas, this 
moment later inspired her to 
create a collection of draw-
ings in a linear progression, in-
spired by her life events. This 
is just one of the many art proj-
ects Rojas has undertaken this 
past year. 

“I think that to produce cre-
ative material, you have to set 
time for yourself to do that… 
so I started actively making 
that a goal, Upper Winter. Se-
nior Fall, I didn’t really do any-
thing, but I’m back now, and 
it’s really great,” said Rojas. 

Art has been part of Rojas’s 
life since when she was around 
ten years old and she was 
awarded the merit-based Ma-
jor Arts Scholarship in Eng-
land after submitting a port-
folio. This portfolio, according 
to Rojas, contrasts greatly with 
the kind of artwork she creates 
today. 

“Most of the art I did was 

two-dimensional. [I created] a 
lot of drawings, and I didn’t re-
ally paint,” said Rojas. 

After coming to Andover, 
Rojas began to learn other me-
diums in which art can mani-
fest itself besides pencil and 
paper. After taking Drawing 
I and Drawing II as well as 
Painting I, she took Clay and 
the Ancestral Pot, a Ceramics 
class, with Samuel Zaeder, In-
structor in Art. 

Serena Ren ’18, a friend of 
Rojas, wrote in an email to The 
Phillipian, “Just from what she 
wears, how she acts, and what 
she talks about, you can tell 
Marieta is extremely passion-
ate about art. I admire the way 
she really brings her love of art 
into her lifestyle. From making 
beautiful ceramics in Benner 
[House] to painting gorgeous 
self-portraits in Elson, Marieta 
just lives and breathes art.”

This spring, Rojas is work-
ing on her independent project 
based on her Ceramics class. 
She chose to specifically study 
the Japanese tea ceremony. 

“In the Japanese tea cer-
emony, they use bowls. None 

of them have handles, so I’ve 
been working a lot with pinch-
pot, which gives it more of 
an organic look. The kind of 
Japanese tea ceremonies we’ve 
been studying is called wabi-
cha, and then wabi-sabi which 
is more about the imperfec-
tions as beauty, but it has to 
be also refined imperfections. 
So I’ve been trying to get them 
thin, but also a little earthy,” 
said Rojas. 

Along with exposure to new 
art techniques, Rojas received 
guidance from faculty mem-
bers at Andover. She noted that 
her teachers had been able to 
help her cultivate her own ar-
tistic sense as well as provide 
moral support. 

“I definitely had a really 
great relationship with Ms. 
[Elaine] Crivelli, [former In-
structor in Art]. She was very 
serious about drawing and 
she [taught me to] draw out 
elements of beauty through 
composition and line. And Mr. 
Zaeder has been really great. 
I learned a lot from him; he’s 
always there, but not necessar-
ily pushing you...Both of my art 

teachers have been pretty re-
served about giving [too much] 
feedback, so I think that’s 

helped me develop my own 
style,” said Rojas. 

With the push of a button, 
Samantha Bloom ’18 released 
her 150 original Gunga Stick-
ers to the App Store. For a 
month of her summer vacation, 
Bloom had worked on creating 
the Andover-specific iMessage 

sticker emojis for students and 
alumni worldwide.

Bloom said, “I thought it 
would be a cool way to connect 
such a vast alumni network 
so you can still be connected 
to campus even if you’re not 
physically here. I got really 
great positive feedback from 
alumni and some of them were 

even suggesting designs for a 
later release. I think coming 
up with ideas, sticking to it, 
and then ultimately releasing 
it was something I’m really 
proud of.”

Although Bloom has grown 
up doing different kinds of art, 
she first discovered graphic 
design at Andover and decided 
to try it. For the past two years, 
Bloom has been working with 
graphic design to contribute 
ideas to cluster apparel, The 
Phillipian, and various sports 
teams.

“I first got introduced to 
[graphic design] Lower fall on 
the JV1 Soccer bus by [a Se-
nior]. I didn’t think much of it; 
I downloaded [a] free trial and 
it was awful. Then come spring 
break, I was like ‘okay I want 
to go again’ and I stuck with it 
since,” said Bloom. 

Since Andover does not 
have an official graphic design 
course, all of Bloom’s experi-
ence comes through self-moti-
vation and her desire to learn 
and improve. To gain familiari-
ty with the medium, Bloom has 
experimented with a variety of 
outlets.

Bloom said, “I’ve done ev-
erything from app develop-
ment to t-shirt designs to geo-

filters to posters. Everything 
for print and digital. [At Ando-
ver], I was The Phillipian’s first 
graphic design editor, and I 
helped co-found the printer, so 
I was the head of design.”

According to her friends, 
Bloom is always creating, no 
matter where she is, and loves 
to share her art with those 
around her.

Bloom’s friend Cecelia Viei-
ra ’18 said, “Sam Bloom is the 
most talented human being 
I’ve ever met in my entire life. 
She is a master of multiple me-
dias; she’s just really good at 
painting and drawing, but her 
skills really are concentrated 
in graphic design. I’ll be sitting 
next to her and… she’ll look at 
a bunch of buttons and come 
up with something gorgeous in 
a matter of minutes. She has a 
real eye for detail and design.”

Bloom’s projects usually fo-
cus specifically on one subject 
matter, and she uses her art to 
make a statement. According 
to Bloom, she is inspired by 
everything around her, but she 
also uses Dribbble, a social me-
dia platform specific to design-
ers, for critiques and ideas. 

“It’s a platform where ev-
eryone can share their own 
designs and get feedback. Ev-

ery project that I do what is 
specific to the topic at hand. 
If a project revolves around [a 
specific topic] then the design 
revolves around that. I use ele-
ments from the subject matter 
and I weave them in, whether 
it be a logo or a poster or a T-
shirt design,” said Bloom.

In the future, Bloom intends 
to continue her work with 
graphic design.

Samantha Bloom ’18 Creates Apparel, Digital Stickers, Posters, 
and Geo-Filters with Graphic Design
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Bloom was first introduced to Graphic Design her Lower fall. 

Marieta Rojas ’18 Discovers New Mediums and Explores Japanese 
Tea Ceremony at Andover

IRENE KWON

UANNE CHANG

Sculptures made to resem-
ble flora protrude from the 
ground. As her piece for her 
Fall Term assignment in Art-
600 [Advanced Studio Art] 
these sculptures are just one of 
many works of art that Flynn 
Bryan ’18 has created during 
her time at Andover.

“I got the inspiration for that 
piece from a book I read called 
‘The Hidden Life of Trees.’ It 
really illuminated a lot of the 
really complex relationships 
that trees have to microbes 
and fungi in their dynamic and 
how dynamic a system that we 
view as static actually is,” said 
Bryan.

Bryan began her art career 
in seventh grade when her 

neighbor, an artist and an art 
teacher, began teaching her 
about art and its different me-
diums.

“She would give me all 
these different crafts and stuff. 
That’s when I actually started 
to enjoy art, but at the time, 
it wasn’t serious at all. It was 
just something I would do to 
pass the time. I never thought 
about it as anything serious,” 

said Bryan.
While art began as a casu-

al activity for Bryan, she has 
come to develop a strong con-
nection to it, becoming invest-
ed in developing knowledge of 
concepts rather than funda-
mental skills.

“And when I got better at 
it, in the last three, four years, 
I’ve actually been interested in 
conceptual art, art theory, and 
art history. Before, I think it 
was a lot more just giving my-
self something that I was good 
at,” said Bryan.

Bryan draws much of her in-
spiration for her art from the 
environment. Bryan says she 
wants to be an environmental 
scientist, and her interests in 
environmental science and art 
have overlapped in many areas.

“I’m really concerned with 
the environment. I think that 
leaches into a lot of other 
things that I do, like my gravi-
tation towards very simple ob-
jects and giving a lot of care 
to them because I think that 
that’s contrary to or fighting 
against fast fashion systems or 
fighting against consumerism. 
So I think that [the environ-
ment] influences a lot of my 
work,” said Bryan.

As a student in Art-600, An-
dover’s art studio course, Bry-
an has been able to exercise 
her creativity and freedom as 

she makes her art.
“You’re working on your 

own ideas and your own pre-
ferred mediums, but you still 
have a support system and you 
still have some accountability 
from the fact that you’re pro-
ducing work. So I think it’s the 
best of both worlds to be mak-
ing art here at Andover,” said 
Bryan.

Bryan cites Emily Trespas, 
Instructor in Art, as one of the 
main figures at Andover who 
have helped her develop her 
passion for art.

“I got to give a shout out to 
Ms. Trespas because I haven’t 
always been able to take an art, 
but she’s always tried to give 
me a space to paint or to make 
art, even though it wasn’t the 
most practical thing for her, 
and I really appreciate that,” 
said Bryan.

In college, Bryan hopes to 
pursue both environmental 
science and art, although she 
is not sure entirely how.

“You have to pick one, and if 
you’re studying both of them, 
you’re studying both topically 
and not really seriously. So I’m 
not sure how it will manifest in 
the next couple of years, but I 
plan to continue studying art, 
probably no matter what else 
I do, because I just can’t get 
away,” said Bryan.

Flynn Bryan ’18 Explores Environmental Science Through Art

S.AGRAWAL/THE PHILLIPIAN

Flynn Bryan ’18 began her art career in seventh grade when her neighbor started teaching her about art and its 
different mediums.

KAITLIN LIM

C.WAGGONER/THE PHILLIPIAN
Marieta Rojas ’18 is currently working on an independent project focusing 
on the Japanese tea ceremony.

T.CONRARDY/THE PHILLIPIAN
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Samantha Bloom ’18 created and 
released 150 Gunga Stickers to the 
App Store.
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As Serena Ren ’18 sorted 
through items to prepare for her 
move from New Jersey to Hong 
Kong, she stumbled upon a draw-
ing of a ladybug she had made in 
art class when she was younger. 
Colored with pink marker and dec-
orated with bright blue dots, the la-
dybug was one of the first art pieces 
Ren ever made.

“We just had to color it with a 
marker, but I colored it with the 
wrong marker. It was pink with 
blue dots. We were moving, and I 
found it, and I was like, ‘Wow. It’s 
really bad,’” said Ren.

According to Ren, as a child, she 
used art as an outlet to express her-
self since because did not like writ-

ing. Ren’s passion for art began at 
a young age when her mother en-
rolled her in a painting and draw-
ing class when she was three years 
old. Ren’s mother used a test to pre-
dict her interests in the future.

“I feel like most Asian cultures 
have it, but when you put stuff on 
the table and your kid picks some-
thing from the table and you’re like, 
‘Oh, you’re going to be a business-
man! You’re going to be a doctor!’ 
So, apparently — and this is what 
my mom told me — she put random 
stuff on the table, and I picked up 
a pen, and she was like, ‘Wow! An 
artist!’,” said Ren.

Ren’s involvement in art at An-
dover has given her a wider range 
of experiences, enabling her to ex-
pand her artistic repertoire beyond 
traditional methods such as draw-
ing and painting.

“I did some film pieces, I work a 
lot in graphic design and digital art, 
and, now, I’m doing a lot of graphic 
novels and seeing how art relates to 
writing or how art relates to other 
disciplines and fields,” said Ren.

Ren is especially interested in 
her graphic novel class for English. 
Taught by Stephanie Curci, In-
structor and Chair in English, the 
class has allowed Ren to explore 
the realm of graphic novels, which 
she has since integrated into her 
art. Ren draws most of her inspira-
tion from graphic novelist Lynda 

Barry.
“Her graphic novels are insane. 

They tackle a lot of very deep and 
personal and emotional issues, 
and one of the things that she re-
ally stresses in her work is working 
with images and how writing and 
art flow on a page and how even 
just the visual aspects of her hand-
writing contributes to how the 
reader reads her story,” said Ren.

Curci said, “[Serena] has a lot 
of actual, specific elements [in her 
project]: fabric, the path [of Ando-
ver as a map], the stamp. And she 
does the two-panel-per-page vi-
gnette, but she also does a lot with, 
and I think this is actually similar to 
[Satrapi’s] Persepolis: making the 
interior-exterior, so making how 
somebody feels and drawing it. A 
lot of it is also about showing the 
emotional landscape.”

Ren’s inspiration also stems 
from themes, such as solitude and 
loneliness, to her identity. She often 
uses her art to express her stories 
and address issues she has faced.

“Identity has always been a big 
topic in the art world, especially in 
the past few years, so that’s always 
something that I think about when 
I do my art. And recently, I’ve also 
thought a lot about loneliness and 
solitude. For my English classes, 
I’ve been reading a lot of heavy 
works. I think it’s very relatable 
for a lot of kids here at Andover to 

feel alone even though they’re sur-
rounded by a lot of people and their 
friends 24/7. It’s very interesting to 
try to show that aspect of a person’s 
life,” said Ren.

As she heads to college, Ren will 
continue to pursue art as a hobby.

“Art, for me, has been an outlet 

for me to de-stress… So, for me, dis-
tancing art from my schoolwork or 
from academics is really important. 
That’s why I want to do art as more 
like a side thing and less as some-
thing that connects so strongly to 
academics,” said Ren.

With a map spread out before 
her, Marie Latham ’18 marked 
various locations around Provi-
dence, R.I., pinpointing various 
places where her friends had 
been catcalled and harassed. 
As part of a project she cre-
ated during a summer program 
at the Rhode Island School of 
Design (RISD), Latham ap-

proached the topic of feminism 
and women empowerment 
by making her voice heard 
through art. 

Latham said, “It was person-
ally impactful for me to hear 
the stories and identify with 
them; I think it was also inter-
esting because I shared it with 
other RISD students while I 
was there. We managed to have 
a really good discussions based 
on know[ing] what does it mean 
to be a woman living in cities 
and being in a place where you 
don’t necessarily feel safe to ex-
ist in your own space.”

A daughter of two musicians, 
Latham first experimented 
with visual art in fifth grade 
and quickly fell in love with it. 
After arriving at Andover as a 
new Lower, she began to exper-
iment with different styles and 
techniques. 

“I really didn’t get into some 
of the other branches in visual 
art until I came to Andover. 
Recently I’ve participated in a 
printmaking class… but my fa-
vorite medium is calligraphy,” 
said Latham. “For drawing, I’ve 
done a lot of portraiture in the 
past and a lot of drawings of 

flowers. They’re very aesthetic 
and very nice to draw.” 

Since then, Latham has been 
involved in various organiza-
tions and activities at Andover, 
taking classes and drawing for 
student publications that allow 
her to showcase her work to the 
public.

Latham said, “This year I’m 
taking Art-600 [Advanced Stu-
dio Art], which is the highest 
level art course. It’s based on 
portfolio building and exhibi-
tion, so we’ve shown parts of 
our work in the [Cochran Bird] 
Sanctuary and the Gelb Gallery 
in [the Elson Art Center]... I 
was an illustrator for The Phil-
lipian for two years, which has 
been one of my favorite parts of 
being at Andover.”

According to Cindy Chen ’18, 
friend and Proctor to Latham in 
Stimson House, Latham enjoys 
sharing her art and joy with 
other people.

Chen said, “I think [Latham] 
is so sweet, and that comes off 
in her art. I’m her Proctor in 
the hall that she’s in, and she 
would always write these really 
nice calligraphy cards for us, 
and she would put all of these 

underneath our doors. So we 
would all wake up in the morn-
ing and find a really nice card 
right underneath our door. I 
just think that the beauty in 
her art is really brings out how 
beautiful she is as a person.”

According to Latham, while 
she is confident that she will 
continue art, she is unsure of 
where she will find such oppor-
tunities in the future.

“At this point it’s a little bit 
unclear for me… but I defi-
nitely want to be optimistic in 
my pursuit of art in general. I 
don’t think it’s something that 
I’m ever going to give up, so I 
would say I just always want to 
keep improving and keep learn-
ing. I’m happy where I am, and 
I’m excited to see where I’m 
going to go,” she said.

Marie Latham ’18 Showcases Work to Spread Joy 
and Make Her Voice Heard Through Art

Serena Ren ’18 Experiments with Graphic Design and Digital Art

IRENE KWON

KAITLIN LIM

N.CUSHMAN/THE PHILLIPIAN

Latham enjoys sharing her art and joy with others. 

A.TADIKONDA/THE PHILLIPIAN
Serena Ren ’18 has been drawing 
and painting since she was three 
years old. 
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Ren draws much of her inspiration from graphic novelist Lynda Barry.

When Katelyn Wang ’18 vis-
ited London to attend a photog-
raphy exhibit, she met Chinese 
photographer Ren Shi Chen, 
who had spent more than ten 

years in a lesser-known prov-
ince in China to take portraits 
and tell the stories of the chil-
dren who lived there. Wang cit-
ed Chen as a large influence in 
her own photography.

“I love seeing his work, and 
I think he really inspires me 

because I’ve really seen how 
important it is for a photogra-
pher to connect with his or her 
subject. It makes such a big dif-
ference, and that’s something 
that he taught me. Good pho-
tographs don’t happen on acci-
dent,” said Wang.

Wang first began her photog-
raphy career as a hobby, but she 
became more immersed at the 
beginning of her Lower year 
after traveling with her family. 

“I would have little iPhone 
photography competitions with 
my mom’s iPhone to see who 
[could] take the better picture, 
and then we would have these 
little contests. That really got 
me into it. So that was a lot of 
fun, and I always liked beating 
my brother,” said Wang.

Wang’s favorite subjects are 
landscapes, and her photo-
graphs have shifted from por-
traits to landscapes over the 
years.

“At the beginning, I was re-
ally interested in portraits. A 
lot of people say, ‘The people 
of a place are what make up the 
place.’ At first, I was super into 
it, and I still am, but recently, 
it’s interesting because I look 
back at my photographs and I 
realized that the ones I liked 
the most were ones of land-
scapes and nature,” said Wang.

Wang has been able to in-

tegrate photography into her 
life at Andover through her 
involvement in Faces of Ando-
ver along with the Senior book 
project that she hopes will 
bring the class of ’18 closer to-
gether.

“That’s definitely been a big 
way for me to use something 
that I love and bring that to 
Andover and to my friends and 
the people here while also be-
ing a way that I stay connected 
to photography just because 
I think that project was a big 
thing for us,” said Wang.

On campus, Wang cites Laila 
Ballout, Instructor in History 
and Social Science, as someone 
who she can go to for support 
and encouragement with her 
photography.

“I think she was definitely 
someone on campus who I 
loved sharing my photography 
and my love for it with. So that 
was a big part of it, even though 
that was less about photogra-
phy and more about her being 
a super good person to go to,” 
said Wang.

According to Wang, photog-
raphy has also helped her grow 
as a person and find unique ex-
periences.

“Because I wanted to pursue 
photography, I was very mo-
tivated to try new things and 
to go out of my comfort zone 

in the way like going to the 
top of a mountain or going on 
these adventurous hikes, which 
would maybe be something that 
I wouldn’t have done without 
that motivation because I really 
wanted to get this cool shot…,” 
said Wang.

In the future, Wang hopes to 
travel more and further devel-
op her photography career.

“I definitely see it as some-
thing that I want to keep in my 
life. I think I will. I’m pretty 
confident about that because 
it’s something I really love. It’s 
a ton of fun. It’s just beginning, 
so I really want to get into it 
more,” said Wang.

Photography Motivates Katelyn Wang ’18
 to Connect with Others and Travel to New Places

S.BAHNASY/THE PHILLIPIAN
Katelyn Wang ’18 found her passion 
for photography through traveling 
and family photography competi-
tions.

KAITLIN LIM
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Katelyn Wang ’18 started photography as a hobby after traveling with her 
family and having little family competitions. 
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Marie Latham ’18 first experiment-
ed with visual art in the fifth grade.
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Pairing a light brown sweat-
er and a white motorcycle 
jacket, Emelie Eldracher ’18 
completes her outfit with a 
pink skirt and gold necklace. 

“Emelie looks sophisticated 
in everything she wears, which 
often incorporates clean lines 
and bold colors,” said Clarisa 
Merkatz ’19, a friend of El-
dracher’s. 

Heels are a staple of El-
dracher’s outfits, specifically 
her heeled Timberland boots, 

which she often pairs with 
winged eyeliner and a jacket. 
According to Eldracher, a go-to 
outfit would be her three-inch 
red Timberlands, ripped jeans, 
a Tommy Hilfiger shirt, and a 
colored motorcycle jacket. 

Eldracher said, “I like it be-
cause it’s edgy, but you also get 
the heels [and] a little bit of 
layering, which I always love… 
I feel like having a pair of heels 
that’s comfortable can imme-
diately make your outfit feel 
more sophisticated and make 
me feel more confident on a 
daily basis.”

Much of Eldracher’s style 
has been influenced by her 
mother’s professional dress for 
work. 

“Since I was little, I’ve al-
ways wanted to mimic that in 
a way. I remember her walk-
ing upstairs at work with her 
heels on, and I just wanted 
to have that same sound and 
have that same look. So I think 
anything I wear that’s more 
business-professional, I’m try-
ing to mimic her because I love 
her, and I’m very inspired and 
proud of her,” said Eldracher. 

Eldracher believes that buy-
ing designer brands is less im-
portant than carefully crafting 
and having pride in her own 
style. Most of her pants are 
from Hollister, and her tops 
from Forever 21, and she en-
joys looking for special sales 
on her clothing. 

“As basic as that sounds… 
it’s taught me that you can re-
ally make your own style out of 
such classic brands,” said El-
dracher. “It’s really exciting if 
you can find something that’s 
ten bucks and you can make it 
your own, and everyone’s like, 
‘Oh, where’d you get that?’ and 
you can have the pride to be 

like, ‘Oh, it was like, ten bucks 
at Primark!’ ”

Fashion has always been a 
part of Eldracher’s life here at 
Andover. A put-together outfit 
has always given her a boost of 
confidence, and she has a posi-
tive attitude towards dressing 
cleanly. 

Eldracher said, “I know that 

a lot of people think that fash-
ion is very superficial. But I 
feel like if I can [put] on a pair 
of shoes or a top that makes me 
feel like I’m gonna really get 
the day, I go into a test or I go 
into a quiz, and I’m like, ‘You 
know what? I feel my best, and 
I’m gonna kill it.’ ”

Emelie Eldracher ’18 Builds Clean Style with Classic Brands and 
Heeled Timberlands

UANNE CHANG

Clad in simple trousers and 
semi-formal Clarks shoes, 
Daniel James ’18 layered a 
white dress shirt with a ribbed, 
beige cardigan sweater and 
gray overcoat, finishing his 
outfit with a watch.

“I would describe my style 
as somewhat classic, [pos-
sibly] somewhat eccentric,” 
said James. “On a daily basis, 
you won’t necessarily see me 
wear a tie, but [I’d] also [wear] 
a long-sleeved dress shirt that 
I can roll the sleeves up on. 
That’s definitely something I 
do; [it’s] something that you 

can rock semi-formal [with] a 
casual flare.”

James emphasizes consis-
tency and purpose in his style; 
since his Junior year, he has 
tasked himself with maintain-
ing his aesthetic. Citing his 
mother as one of his style in-
fluences, James believes that 
a consistency in style reflects 
his reliability and stability as 
an individual to his peers and 
teachers.

James said, “My mother 
taught me a lot of valuable les-
sons, not just ‘Dress for suc-
cess.’ She taught me [that] 
when it comes to having a 
mood that can oscillate [as] a 
teenager, let the way that you 

present yourself [be stable]. 
If the way which you [dress] 
is consistent, no one will ever 
know that you’re an inconsis-
tent individual.”

In addition to his mother, 
James’ grandfather also great-
ly influenced his sense of style, 
introducing more classic, for-
mal clothing to his wardrobe.

“When it comes to who I 
most emulate when it comes to 
style, my grandfather; he en-
couraged me when it came to 
formal wear. Upon his death, 
I was bequeathed all the ties 
that he had — a hundred,” said 
James.

Besides his family, James 
further credits his upbring-
ing in South Carolina as a ma-
jor influence on his fashion 
sense. Although he studies at a 
New England boarding school, 
James represents South Caro-
lina in his outfits.

“Some of the staples that I 
find myself turning to in my 
closet can range from anything 
that represents South Caro-
lina. I have these four South 
Carolina bow ties, South Caro-
lina belts, so anything that can 
rep S.C. is usually a staple in 
my [closet]. The statement that 
I want to make with my style 
is I’m a young guy from South 
Carolina who just happens to 
have made it to prep school in 
New England,” said James. 

At Andover, both students 
and teachers have noticed 
James’ consistent outfit co-
ordination. He has long been 
known amongst his friends for 
his classic sense of style and 
put-together demeanor. 

“This man has been serv-
ing looks since he exited the 
womb. He’s so dapper, so love-
ly; his style entirely matches 
his personality. In general, [his 
style] has remained very con-
sistent,” said James’s friend, 
Saniya Singh ’18. 

Daniel James ’18 Represents South Carolina 
in Semi-Formal Style

LINDSEY CHAN
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Daniel James ’18 describes his outfit as a mix of classic and semi-formal 
with a hint of flare and eccentricity. 
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James emphasizes consistency and stability in his style as a reflection of 
personality. 
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Eldracher believes that brands are less important than carefully crafting 
a unique style. 
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Emelie Eldracher ’18 draws much of her style from her mother’s profes-
sional dress for work.
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Bright light seeped through 
the geometric-patterned 
frames of a steel cube sus-
pended from the ceiling, cast-
ing soft shadows onto the pale 
walls of a room in the Addison 
Gallery of American Art. The 
viewer’s dynamic silhouette 

intermingled with the stat-
ic, Islamic-inspired designs 
splayed across every surface 
of the room, just as artist Anila 
Quayyum Agha envisioned.

Allison Kemmerer, curator 
of the exhibition, named “Con-
vergence,” said, “[Agha was] 
was visiting the Alhambra in 
Spain, and she was… struck by 

the beauty there, but it made 
her think of childhood memo-
ries of being in Pakistan… in 
mosques that she was not al-
lowed to enter because she 
was a girl. She started think-
ing of the conflicting feelings 
of awe and alienation and how 
that actually paralleled her ex-
perience as an immigrant to 
the United States… Anybody 
can come here; it’s a contem-
plative space, but it’s also im-
portant to her that we’re part 
of it. As we move, our shadows 
are changing it.”

At the time, the Addison was 
also hosting the works of three 
other international artists, in 
addition to Agha: Lalla Essay-
di, a Moroccan artist; Yun-Fei 
Ji, a Chinese artist; and Fred 
Han Chang Liang, another 
Chinese artist as well as this 
year’s Edward E. Elson Artist-
in-Residence.

“I wanted [to find] artists 
who combined not just east 
and west, which is a broad di-
vision, but historic and con-
temporary subject matter [as 
well as] historic techniques. 
That’s how we honed in on the 
four artists, and the idea was 
[that] each of them could have 
their own gallery so we could 
show viewers their work in 
depth,” said Kemmerer. 

In Liang’s piece, “Looty, 
Elgin’s Gift,” hidden amongst 
the intricately cut strands of 
paper is the image of a Peking-
ese dog. Using the folk art of 
cut paper, jianzhi, Liang in-
vokes the story of the British 
stealing the Chinese Empress’ 
dog to gift to Queen Victoria. 
The breed became extremely 
popular amongst the British 
high class but has since lost 
its imperial status in modern 
society. Through the story, Li-
ang comments on the dissolu-

tion of cultures over time and 
place.

“[The Pekingese dog] is a 
breed we all recognize here, 
but we have no idea where it 
originated, and how this all 
came to be… [The artist] is 
just interested in how things 
migrate, and once they go to 
a new place, [and] the influ-
ences that bear on them. It’s 
paper cut too…  [Liang] is most 
known for using the technique 
of paper cut,” said Kemmerer. 

Essaydi’s series of photos, 
“Les Femmes de Maroc,” elic-
ited commentary on the op-
pression of women in Morocco, 
depicting women with stern 
expressions in white drap-

ery and lines of hand-written 
henna. The images critiqued 
the sexualization of women in 
19th-century orientalist paint-
ings, creating stark contrasts 
through the use of neutral col-
ors and fully-clothed models. 

“It’s so beautifully con-
structed, and the mix of pho-
tography with illustrations 
just makes a certain move-
ment within the painting. It 
has such an amazing theme of 
hidden feminism and objectifi-
cation in the history of Moroc-
co,” said viewer Karen Sun ’20.

Editor’s Note: This article 
originally ran on February 2, 
2018.

Sumi Ink Club Hosts Open Studio Session in Addison

With paintbrushes and cups 
of black ink in hand, students, 
children, and parents lined the 
perimeter of a gallery in the Ad-
dison Gallery of American Art on 
Saturday, January 20, and Sun-
day, January 21, during an open 
session hosted by Sumi Ink Club. 
Chatter filled the room as partici-
pants dipped their brushes into 
the ink and painted a variety of 
designs on the paper-covered gal-
lery walls. 

Sumi Ink Club is a drawing 
project founded in 2005 by Los-
Angeles-based artists Sarah Rara 
and Luke Fischbeck. The club 
holds free, open-to-the-public 
meetings during which par-
ticipants paint with brushes and 
Sumi ink, creating work in the 
traditional Sumi ink wash-paint-
ing style. 

“We use [Sumi ink] in a very 
raw style, a very brute way. We 
don’t dilute the ink at all, so it 
stays very opaque and very black. 
We like Sumi ink because it is very 
binary. It is on or off; it is black or 
white. So, rather than layering on 
top of marks, you layer and add 
horizontally. The spirit is to add 
onto what others have drawn 
and make something that is open 
enough to accept other people’s 
input,” said Rara. 

These meetings provide an op-
portunity to bring members of a 
community together. 

“[The work] is an expression 
of true collaboration and creativ-
ity. It also helps people be more 
free and open to not only add 
something but to also be comfort-
able with somebody else adding 
to your work and changing it. 
Also knowing that will continue 
throughout the process is very 
unique. I think this gives the An-
dover kids a sense of freedom 
and helps them let go and make 
something creative while being 
okay with the fact that someone 
might change [their work],” said 

Allison Kemmerer, Curator at the 
Addison.

In addition to encouraging col-
laborative work from the Andover 
community, Sumi Ink Club was 
invited to host this meeting at the 
Addison as a way to create work 
that complemented other exhib-
its on view at the time.

“Upstairs, we have the Mark 
Tobey exhibition [‘Threading 
Light’], and he was trained in 
Sumi ink drawing. There are ac-
tually some Sumi ink paintings 
upstairs. We thought that it would 
be the perfect compliment to have 
contemporary artists who are 
working with the same medium 
to exhibit at the same time. This is 
a community, hands-on event. It 
is a nice way to involve people on 
campus in Andover and beyond 
and bring them into the Addi-
son and create art together,” said 
Kemmerer.  

Attendees of the event also ap-
preciated the opportunity to draw 
on the walls, an activity usually 
not allowed in museums.

“I like art, and I actually used 
Sumi ink in my art class during 
[Junior] Year. I thought it was a 
really cool process. Also, it is just 
so attractive to draw on the walls, 
because you’re not supposed to 
draw there, but since you have the 
opportunity, you just want to do 
it,” said Zar Cordova-Potter ’20, a 
participant at the event. 

Although the works of indi-
vidual participants were unified 
into a single wall mural, the di-
versity of the contributing artists 
was evident when looking closely 
at details. 

Rara said, “The piece reflects 
the diversity of the participants. 
When we look at the drawings, 
there are two things happening. 
There are both this unifying prop-
erty, the togetherness, because 
we are both working in the same 
material, but then when you get 
closer to the drawing, you see 
the differences and you see how 
interesting and bizarre it is in 
everyone’s mind and everyone’s 

imaginations. It is a little window 
to the fact that there is our own 
separate realities and then there is 
also a consensus reality, and those 
things are operating at the same 
time.” 

Sumi Ink Club hosts meetings 
like these all around the world. 
Even though each group of par-
ticipants uses the same types of 
brushes, ink, and painting style, 

the work created during each ses-
sion is never the same. 

“The people make it unique. 
Every meeting is unique because 
it is a really distinct group of 
people, and it is  and organisa-
tion of humans that would never 
be repeated. So this exact group 
of people, we would never find 
them again in this configuration. 
Each drawing also looks visually 

different, even though there are 
stylistic similarities between the 
meanings, because of all the dif-
ferent areas of expertise that the 
drawers have. People bring their 
own experiences and their own 
life into the drawing,” said Rara.

Editor’s Note: This article origi-
nally ran on January 26, 2018.

HANNA WU

Sumi Ink Club hosts open-to-the-public collaborative drawing sessions around the world.
O.TUNG/THE PHILLIPIAN

Addison Exhibition “Convergence” 
Showcases International Artists

LINDSEY CHAN

COURTESY OF THE  ADDISON GALLERY OF AMERICAN ART

Anila Quayyum Agha, Hidden Diamond, 2016, Lacquered steel and halo-
gen bulb, 36 x 36 x 36 inches.

COURTESY OF THE  ADDISON GALLERY OF AMERICAN ART

Fred H. C. Liang, Silkscreen, gouache, acrylic, papercut on Sommerset 
paper.
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A pink rubber light bulb hangs 
in the center of the room, protrud-
ing from a set of three boxes that are 
each oriented at a 90-degree slant 
atop a rectangular white platform. 
Pink tape matching the fluores-
cent bulb crosses the sides of each 
box, creating a grid of blankness. 
Unknown to the viewer, stacks of 
essays written with invisible ink, 
covering topics like secrets, hiding, 
and invisibility, hide inside each of 
the boxes.

“For me, it’s the way the pink 
bulb hangs in the mid-center of 
the black piece on the wall, and 
the three pink boxes which block 
you physically from entering the 
space like a barricade… [that make 
it] beautiful,” said artist Elaine 
Reichek.

Created by Jeanne Silverthorne, 
this piece, titled “Three Rubber 
Cardboard Boxes (With Pink Tape) 
and Hanging Pink Rubber Bulb and 
Rubber Outlet,” is featured in the 
“Invisible Citings” exhibit at the 
Addison Gallery of American Art. 
The exhibit features collaborative 
pieces by Silverthorne and Reichek 
and was curated by Allison Kem-
merer, Curator at the Addison. 

The concepts behind the col-
lection come from years of Sil-
verthorne’s work. After origi-
nally working independently, 
Silverthorne later met with 
Reichek, her friend of 35 years, to 
discuss their art. Although the two 
had never collaborated before, they 
worked to combine their different 
styles of text, sculpture, writing and 
embroidery in this exhibit. 

Reichek said, “It was the shar-
ing of ideas and the sharing of the 
space and installation. We wanted 
the work to look like a seamless 
collaboration. There are many peo-
ple who say they are collaborating, 
and the show just looks like one 
person brought their work and the 
other person brought their work 
and they kind of hung it up. That 
was the thing we never wanted to 
do. By collaborating, we knew that 

it was a great beginning, and we 
brought it through together.”

Evident from its title, the ex-
hibit is centered around the theme 
of invisibility. In the artwork they 
created, Reichek and Silverthorne 
incorporated the idea of exploring 
the many forms in which invis-
ibility can exist. Silverthorne ini-
tially began working on the project 
by asking authors to write essays 
regarding invisibility and tran-
scribing these writings in invisible 
ink. Once Reichek joined, how-
ever, they expanded the artwork 
to contain pieces about invisibility 
from all aspects of culture, such as 
quotes, poems, lost forms of hand-
writing, and historical letters.

“I like the concept it was explor-
ing a lot: invisibility and being in-
visible. It’s not something I usually 
think about, and I think the way it 
portrayed through the embroidery 
and text was really thought pro-
voking and quite relatable in cer-
tain aspects,” said Emma Slibeck 
’20, a viewer of the exhibit. 

Reichek and Silverthorne de-
cided to lay out the items in their 
collection in a specific way in order 
to highlight each other’s pieces. 
The exhibit features every item 
that the artists brought to the gal-
lery, including the crates they used 
to transport the pieces. With the 
addition of Reichek and Silver-
thorne’s minimalist artwork, the 
walls and floors of the Addison 
were brought to life. Many pieces 
featured the use of a black light to 
illuminate and uncovered some 
visibility while other pieces re-
mained sealed away in the numer-
ous rubber crate sculptures, hidden 
from viewers.

“One of the satisfying things is 
you have an idea about what [the 
exhibit is] going to look like and, 
even for people who’ve been work-
ing as long as we are, [we] think, 
‘Well this goes here, and this goes 
here,’ said Reicheck. “[But] that’s 
something you can’t do unless 
you’re in the space with the work: 
‘How will these walls talk to what’s 
on the floor? How much space [is 
needed], and does it need some-

thing behind it?’ Because if you put 
something on the wall, and it’s in 
sightline for a sculpture, that just 
kills the space.”

At the entrance of the exhibit, 
two tall, white desks decked with 
shelves stood at the edges of the 
opening arch behind the fountain. 
On the shelves lay stacks of pale 
bound books. No text appeared on 
the covers, creating an anonymity 
fitting with the central theme of 
invisibility. One of the desks dis-
played a stack of blank papers with 
a cup of invisible ink pens. Visitors 
were asked to write on a page and 
place it into a box to later be trans-
ferred into the Addison Archives. 
The experience allowed the visitor 
to interact with and become a per-
manent part of the exhibit, as noted 
by viewers. 

“[This experience incorporated] 
what the exhibit was about as well 
as putting something into the ex-
hibit. So that, for me, was the most 
memorable thing because it was 
like, ‘What does invisibility mean 
to you?’ And I was actually really 
thinking about [it], and I wrote it 
down because it was really cool for 
me,” said Slibeck. 

In the the next gallery, Reichek’s 
embroidered piece titled “The 
Languages of the Levant (Invis-
ible Cities)” hung on a white wall. 
Set against a map of the Mongolian 
Empire, Reichek embroidered a 
quote from Marco Polo’s account 
of his communication with Kublai 
Khan in black thread. The quote 
told of how Polo communicated 
without words because of his un-
familiarity with the language of the 
empire and how he said that the 
foreign communication left a “void 
not filled with words.”

“[One quote] that particularly 
grabbed my eye was [the one] writ-
ten about Marco Polo’s time with 
the Kublai Khan at the end of the 
Mongol Empire and how their 
means of communication was art. 
It’s pretty cool to me,” said Sam La-
sater ’21, a viewer of the exhibit. 

Editor’s Note: This article origi-
nally ran on September 29, 2017.

“Invisible Citings”: Addison Exhibit 
Finds Invisibility in Artwork

HELEN HE AND 
KATE MACLEOD

“Take a shot,” “fire away,” 
“bulletproof,” and other simi-
lar phrases are read aloud in 
students’ voices reciting dif-
ferent gun references found in 
mainstream media. Compiled 
from recordings of Andover 
students across several art 
classes, the audio highlights 
the presence of guns in our 
everyday lives. These voice 
recordings are part of one of 
many pieces featured in the 
exhibit “Gun Country.”

“It was really powerful lis-
tening to the voices of my 
peers talking about and recit-
ing song lyrics relating to gun 
violence and expressing the ef-
fect of gun culture in the media 
and in our everyday lives,” said 
viewer Emmeline Song ’20.

“Gun Country” opened on 
March 10 and will be on dis-
play until July 31 in the Muse-
um Learning Center (MLC) at 
the Addison Gallery of Ameri-
can Art. The sound art piece 

was put together by Stepha-
nie Sparling Williams, Visit-
ing Scholar in Art History and 
Assistant Curator, who curated 
the exhibit. Williams believed 
that given the political climate 
and conversations surround-
ing gun control, it was an im-
portant time to look at what 
it means to depict and portray 
guns in art.

“Art-400 Curating the Ad-
dison’s Collection is the first 
class I taught at [Andover] in 
the fall of last year [2017]. Over 
the summer, when I started 
to explore the collection my-
self and prepare for this class, 
I began to notice the ubiquity 
of guns in the collection. It 
wasn’t until a gap was present-
ed in the MLC’s scheduling 
that I had the idea of hanging 
a ‘gun show’ that would bring 
these works together,” wrote 
Williams in an email to The 
Phillipian.

One wall of the exhibit is 
decorated with images of boys 
and young men playfully pos-

ing with both real and toy 
guns. Another photo, from a 
collection by Larry Clark titled 
“Tulsa,” depicts a young white 
man sitting on a bed, shirtless 
and smirking as he holds up a 
gun. According to the exhibi-
tion’s description, Clark’s im-
ages were intended to serve as 
a reminder of who is allowed 
to toy with guns. The subject 
and timing of the exhibition 
was inspired by recent events, 
according to Williams.

“If I remember correctly, it 
was only a matter of days after 
[the decision to have this ex-
hibit] was made that the Las 
Vegas shooting happened. The 
curatorial team was stunned, 
along with the rest of the na-
tion, at the Vegas shooting, 
which seemed to immediately 
give the project an added sense 
of urgency… Little did we know 
that the months leading up to 
the show would see a barrage 
of gun violence, particularly 
11 school shootings, including 
the one in Florida,” wrote Wil-

liams.
Another section of the MLC 

displays a row of photographs 
from Dick Durrance, depicting 
the horrors and struggles sol-
diers experienced during the 
Vietnam War. One of the col-
lection’s photos, “Firing range, 
Ft. McClellan,” depicts a clo-
seup of a man’s profile as he 
holds his rifle to his cheek in a 
shooting position.

“The show is hung in the-
matic clusters. Some of these 
clusters include an entire wall 
of photographs that focus on 
children and young adults 
playing and posing with guns… 
Yet another cluster focuses 
on images from photographer 
Dick Durrance’s important se-
ries of Vietnam War pictures. 
There are several other the-
matic moments in the show, a 
few I hope will inspire criti-
cal engagement and debate,” 

wrote Williams.
Williams hopes that the ex-

hibit assists students at An-
dover in taking ownership in 
conversations about gun con-
trol. With “Gun Country,” she 
hopes that students will feel 
inspired to continue their ac-
tivism and discourse.

“My statement regarding 
ownership reflects my sincere 
hope that students might feel 
inspired to reclaim the gallery 
as a space that is their distinct-
ly own,” wrote Williams. “Most 
American cities do not have art 
galleries that can rival the Ad-
dison’s distinguished holdings, 
and yet here it is on your high 
school campus. Claim it.”

Editor’s Note: This article 
originally ran on March 30, 
2018.

KAITLIN LIM
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Jeanne  Silverthorne  and Matthias  Kauderer,  Still  from  video  docu-
mentationof  writing  invisible  script,  2017,  video,  iPad,  courtesy  of  the  
artist  and  MarcStraus  Gallery,  New  York

Addison Exhibit Empowers Students 
To Respond to Recent Events
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Bill Owens, from Suburbia, 1972, gelatin silver print, 10 in. x 8 in. 
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Dick Durrance II, Firing range, Ft. McClellan, Ala., September 1966, gelatin silver print. 
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Dressed in black dresses 
and suits with fishnets to ac-
cessorize, Keynotes formed a 
semi-circle on the Grasshop-
per stage before launching 
into a catchy Rihanna medley. 
Grasshopper, performed for 
students and families alike, 
was the first big performance 
of the year for the co-ed a cap-
pella group. 

“Going into Grasshopper is 
really where we showed the 
rest of Andover and showed to 
ourselves how special we were 

as a group. Preparation was a 
little stressful at times but also 
extremely fun. The show was 
just enjoyable. The prepara-
tions started a little late with 
the auditions and all, but Key-
notes really put it together and 
we did an amazing job,” said 
Shree Menon ’20.

According to current mem-
bers, Keynotes often feels 
more like a family than a club, 
with extremely tight-knit 
friendships and an admirable 
camaraderie.

Sofia Garcia ’21 said, “My ex-
perience in Keynotes has been 
really great because it feels 

like a little family. Everybody 
knows each other really well 
and whether we’re singing or 
eating donuts together or just 
having a good time, it’s always 
a really great experience with 
the group. Being Keynotes is 
very special for me because 
I feel like I have a group on 
campus that’s separate from 
sports or from academics. It’s 
really awesome people from 
all grades, all walks of life, all 
parts of campus, coming to-
gether to sing and have a good 
time.”

Keynotes also provided a 
space for some members to 
first explore singing, both in-
dividually and with a group. 

“I started in Keynotes my 
[Junior] year and before that 
I hadn’t really done any sing-
ing things. I just thought it 
was just so much fun and the 
people there were just so nice 
and supportive of everything. I 
also just think it’s a nice time 
to collect with each other and 
have fun but when we perform 
we always give it a lot of en-
ergy… The main goal is just to 
have fun and make good mu-
sic,” added Shyan Koul ’19, a 
current co-head.

According to Koul, the cur-
rent three co-heads are very 

close friends who work well 
together both inside and out-
side of Keynotes. Koul hopes 
next year’s co-heads will bring 
the same dynamic and energy 
to the table.

“I think Miriam, John, and 
I [the co-heads this year] have 
a really great dynamic, but I’m 
an Upper. To have that con-
tinuity and leadership [as a 
co-head two years in a row] is 
pretty cool and pretty impor-
tant. As co-heads we work well 
together and we wouldn’t be so 

efficient if we weren’t so close 
and such good friends. [For the 
incoming co-heads], I’d like 
to see that they have brought 
leadership in the past, from 
even within the group even 
though they haven’t been a co-
head… Potentially if they can 
arrange that would be great, 
but I think people who can 
really motivate the group and 
get us organized is important,” 
said Koul.

Clad in simple black clothes, 
Azure took the stage in Tang 
Theatre at this year’s Grasshop-
per Night, using just their voices 
to perform a selection of Be-

yoncé songs. After weeks of ef-
fort and determination, Azure’s 
performance culminated in re-
sounding harmony.

“I would have to say our Grass-
hopper number is a highlight 
because it was a really challeng-
ing number. We did a mashup of 

Beyonce songs, and the arrange-
ments were not easy… But I’m so 
proud of the effort that they put 
in, and the performances were 
absolutely amazing. It was just 
a great way to start off the year,” 
said co-head Emma Chatson ’18.

Azure, Andover’s all-female 
a cappella group, performs ar-
rangements of popular songs. 
Grasshopper Night was one of 
Azure’s many performances this 
year, others including Abbot 
Cabaret, A Cappella Night, and 
Coffeehouses.

“Azure performs. That’s what 
we do as a group… In events 
like Grasshopper or A Cappella 
Night, I think a cappella is such a 
fun way to escape from whatever 
it is you’re feeling. A cappella 
groups usually have a fun vibe 
or an energetic vibe. I think it’s 
really entertaining to watch, and 
I think it’s really pleasurable to 
listen to,” said Chatson.

For the group’s other co-head 
Solby Lim ’18, Azure has given 
her the opportunity to not only 
develop and further her passion 
for singing but also be intro-
duced to a group of like-minded 
people who share her love of 
music.

“It’s important to me because 
singing is a really big part of my 
life, and all the girls who are a 
part of Azure are just really dedi-
cated, awesome, and passionate 

people. I think that every time 
we perform, we just grow as 
singers and also as a group,” said 
Lim.

Chatson says Azure has 
taught her perseverance and grit, 
and has also given her a place on 
campus where she feels she be-
longs.

“Azure is important to me 
because I came here not with 
a solid group of friends. When 
I became a part of Azure, I be-
came a part of something that 
was bigger than myself. I became 
friends with Seniors; I became 
friends with Uppers and people 
in different grades than me,” said 
Chatson.

In the future, Chatson hopes 
that the next co-heads will lead 
initiatives to teach the other 
members less experienced in 
music theory.

“They learn quickly, but I 
think at the beginning of the 
year, if we went over little tips 
and tricks and how to read music 
efficiently, then we would have 
had more efficient rehearsals,” 
said Chatson.

Lim hopes that in coming 
years, Azure will have more op-
portunities to bond as a group of 
friends outside of their rehearsal 
sessions.

“I think we need to definitely 
have more outings together as a 
group. We definitely bond over 

food, but it would be really awe-
some if we can just hang out at 
Caffè Nero or Starbucks or any 
of those places whenever every-
one’s free just to do some more 
bonding,” said Lim.

Azure Spreads Love for Music Throughout Campus
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Azure, led by Co-Heads Solby Lim ’18 and Emma Chatson ’18, performed an 
evolution of Beyoncé songs for Grasshopper this year. 

Keynotes Establishes Close-Knit Community of A Capella Singers

KAITLIN LIM

IRENE KWON

In a blend of harmonies, The 
Yorkies performed Bastille’s 
“Pompeii” at Abbot Cabaret. 
Though the group has performed 
at numerous shows and events 
throughout the year, co-heads 
Eliot Min ’19 and Rudd Fawcett 
’18 identified this performance 
as one of the group’s greatest 
successes this year. 

“For Abbot Cabaret, we per-
formed ‘Pompeii’ by an all-male 
group called Bastille. Many Se-
niors who attended that show 
said at their four years at Ando-
ver, it was one of the strongest 
performances they’d ever seen 
by The Yorkies. That made me 
very happy, personally, because... 
the fact that [we] were able to 
put the time and effort into mak-
ing the arrangement sound great 
was really rewarding in the end,” 
said Min. 

“We had one of the most ex-
citing performances I’ve been a 
part of at Abbot Cabaret this year 
when we sung ‘Pompeii.’ We had 
so much energy and just killed 
the arrangement that Eliot put 
together,” wrote Fawcett in an 
email to The Phillipian. 

The Yorkies is Andover’s all-

male a cappella group and has 
performed at events such as 
Grasshopper Night, Abbot Caba-
ret, and A Cappella Night. Al-
though the group primarily sings 
pop songs, they explore music 
from many different genres. 

“Music has always been one 
of my strongest interests, and 
it’s really cool for me to be able 
to bond with new people over 
the shared passion for music. I 
know that it’s a stereotype that a 
cappella is not a really masculine 
thing to do, and it’s really cool 
that we’re defying the stereo-
type,” said Min. 

One unique feature of The 
Yorkies is its audition process, 
which tests candidates’ ability 
to cope with the pressure of per-
forming. 

“The auditions are in 
[Paresky] Commons and are en-
tirely open to the public which I 
know can be — and is — intimi-
dating. It takes a lot of courage to 
audition and perform in front of 
large groups of people, but from 
the perspective of a co-head, we 
are looking for this confidence. 
We want members of the group 
who are willing to take risks, solo 
in front of crowds, and who can 
tame their nerves,” wrote Faw-
cett. 

The group values the bonds 
between its members and hopes 
to expand to more underclass-
men in the future. 

“In the rehearsals, there’s a lot 
of banter. We all are practicing, 

we all are learning our parts, but 
at the same time, we’re all having 
a fun time together. So I think 
that camaraderie really helps us 
to grow as a group, as opposed 
to just coming together to learn 

that music,” said Min. 
Next year, The Yorkies will be 

led by Min, Vish Dhar ’19, and 
Jack Curtin ’19.

The Yorkies Test Newcomers for Ability to Entertain Crowds
ESTELLE ZHU
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The Yorkies host annual auditions in Paresky Commons to test candidates’ abilities to cope with pressure of per-
forming in public. 
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Keynotes aims to create a familial environment with tight-knit friendships 
and teamwork.
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Miriam Feldman ’18, John Moreland ’18, and Shyan Koul ’19 served as Co-
Heads of Keynotes this year. 
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Emma Donchi ’18 (pictured 
above). Azure performs at events 
including Abbot Cabaret and Cof-
feehouses. 
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The Andover Dance Group 
(ADG), basked in scarlet light, as-
sembled together at the center of 
Steinbach Theatre for its final piece 
in the Fall Term show “Heroes.” 
As violins began to play a high-
pitched, lilting melody, the danc-
ers broke off from their formation, 
walking into the audience to gently 
lead audience members on stage. 
With arms around one another, 
the performers and the audience 
swayed to the music while watch-
ing projections of dolphins swim-
ming in clear blue waters.

“In ‘Heroes,’ I strung together a 
lot of songs from the ’70s. I wanted 
to introduce the group to musi-
cians that they might not have ex-
perienced. The themes at the time 
were similar to the themes that we 
deal with now as a society. I want-
ed to link these two time periods 
together. That was [a] very fruitful 

experience. We all learned a lot,” 
said Judith Wombwell, Instructor 
and Chair in Theatre and Dance 
and the choreographer for ADG.

ADG, led by co-captains Daniela 
Ronga ’18 and Emma Wong ’18, ex-
perienced an increase in members, 
talent, and technique this year. 
Through the two main shows in 
the past year, ADG displayed their 
refined skills and exploration of 
different dance styles.

“The group is really big; we have 
a lot of dancers, especially this year, 
so it’s definitely grown. We’re a 
family. We all know each other re-
ally well. We all just get along really 
well, [and] we have a pretty strong 
bond. The technique level and 
quality of our dancers and choreog-
raphy has definitely increased over 
the past four years. It’s been awe-
some to see how much ADG has 
grown and improved,” said Wong. 

ADG’s co-captains aimed to 
create a welcoming environment 
that allowed for dancers to connect 

with one another and form tight-
knit relationships. 

“From the beginning of the year, 
we really wanted to make a point 
to be more together as a group. We 
had a show right in the fall, which 
was really helpful in getting the 
unified atmosphere we were look-
ing for. [What I love about ADG 
is] the shows [and] being captains. 
We’ve watched people for four 
years coming before us, and the 
role that we’ve taken on this year 
is definitely a ‘motherhood’ type 
of relationship with everyone. We 
definitely are looking out for ev-
eryone, and we’re [their] support 
system if they need it,” said Ronga.

Over the past year, ADG collabo-
rated with guest choreographers in 
their mission to try out styles other 
than ballet and modern dance. 
As their journey into other dance 
styles has been successful thus far, 
ADG hopes to continue venturing 
into more difficult and challenging 
styles and technique. 

“[In the future, we aim to ex-
pand] our repertoire and really 
[push] ourselves. ADG has such 
incredible dancers, and our talent 
just improves every year. [With] 

the level and quality of our dancers, 
[we should push] ourselves to the 
limit: try out new styles and push 
out of our comfort zone in terms of 
style and difficulty,” said Wong.

Surrounded by members of 
gospel choirs from New England 
independent high schools, the 
members of the Andover Gospel 
Choir sang in harmony to John 
Lennon’s “Imagine” in celebra-
tion of Gospelfest, a day of work-
shops dedicated to gospel music 
and its rich history. Within the 
span of the day, all attendees par-
ticipated in singing lessons and 
discussions, practicing their sing-
ing skills while furthering their 
understanding of the historical 
relevance of gospel music.

“[During Gospelfest,] we have 
a workshop leader that teaches 
us the history of gospel music and 
its significance. It’s always good 
to get a deeper understanding… 
Gospel [music] was born out of 
a time of resistance by African 
Americans during [times of ] slav-
ery; no matter what we’re going 
through, we still have faith and 
hope. I think that’s powerful to 

engage with when you’re singing, 
having that history [in] mind,” 
said Breyanna Watson ’18, co-
head of Andover’s Gospel Choir.

The Gospel Choir, under the 
leadership of Watson and Daniel 
James ’18, propels the message 
of hope and freedom through the 
music they perform. With roots 
in African-American history, the 
Gospel Choir emphasizes the sig-
nificance of equality and hopes 
to connect people through their 
musical performances. 

“Music is a relevant part of the 
twenty-first century, specifically 
in the way that we connect with 
other people. I think that gospel 
music is a powerful means to 
connect with other people. If we 
look at gospel music in the Unit-
ed States, a lot of it derived from 
spiritual-ness [which] can come 
from slavery. Living in the Jim 
Crow South, many black people 
and people of other races were 
able to connect with the messages 
of freedom and equality [along-

side] the messages of faith and 
hope,” said James. 

Members benefit from having 
such an intimate group dynamic. 
With a core team of ten singers, 
the Gospel Choir bonds closely 
over their shared love of music. 

“[The Gospel Choir is] a bunch 
of people who love to sing sitting 
around a campfire with someone 
playing melodies in the back-
ground, singing together. There’s 
only, at [maximum], 12 or 13 of us 
singing at a time, including our 
gospel choir director. We have 
people that range from Juniors to 
Seniors, from all different back-
grounds, different faiths… who 
are all united [with] one purpose: 
to sing,” said James.

Although gospel music is as-
sociated with the Christian faith, 
the Andover Gospel Choir em-
phasizes a spirit of inclusion in 
their members; everyone, regard-
less of singing skills and religious 
belief, is welcome to join. James 
further expressed a desire for 

gender diversity in the Gospel 
Choir.

“It’s an audition-less group, so 
you can join [if ] you can read mu-
sic or if you think you’re a good 
singer; we really try to be inclu-
sive of everyone regardless of if 

you identify as Christian or not. 
I think that our club gives [the 
impression that] you have to be 
of a certain religion to participate 
or to be a good singer, neither of 
which are true,” said Watson. 

Andover Gospel Choir: Recognizing History Through Music

Andover Dance Group Pushes Limits and Refines Technique in 
Close-Knit Team

LINDSEY CHAN
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This year, Andover Dance Group was led by Co-Captains Daniela Ronga ’18 and Emma Wong ’18.
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Andover Dance Group Co-Captains aim to serve as a support system for 
the rest of the group. 
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The current Co-Heads of Gospel Choir, Breyanna Watson ’18 and Daniel 
James ’18, strive to increase diversity in the group. 

With a high note emanat-
ing from the bells in their 
hands, Handbell Choir began 
performing the melodic and 
cheery arrangement of “Joy To 
The World” and “Jingle Bells” 
for this past winter’s Sounds of 
The Season All-School Meet-
ing (ASM).

Handbell Choir, led by Bran-
don Qi ’18, Tony Faller ’18, and 
Paige Busse ’19, is an Andover 
musical group directed by Der-
ek Jacoby, Instructor in Music. 
The group is open to anyone 
regardless of their prior mu-
sical experience. Throughout 
the year, Handbell Choir per-
forms at Grasshopper, Sounds 
of the Seasons, Commence-
ment, and Baccalaureate. 

“If you have all this stress 
built up in you or you feel like 
releasing some of your in-
ner energy, you should come. 
There are people of all kinds. 
There are dedicated musicians 
and there are people who don’t 
do music otherwise. It’s re-
ally a good place to relax and 
release all the tension in your 
body,” said Qi.

Compared to previous years, 
Handbell Choir operated with 
fewer members this year. The 
small group size, however, did 
not detract from the quality 
of music created and helped 
to foster a tight-knit commu-
nity of musicians, according to 
Busse.

Busse said, “I’d say hand-
bells is great because it brings 
together people who haven’t 
had any experience and oth-

ers who are trained musicians 
to be a part of a team that re-
ally just makes music to have 
a great time. Everyone plays 

a couple bells which are each 
only one note so it’s super col-
laborative and required a lot 
of coordination which really 

brings people together.”
The act of creating sound 

using the bells can prove to be 
difficult and members must 
be specifically taught the skill 
of ringing during practices. 
At weekly meetings on Tues-
day nights, Handbell Choir 
practices musical numbers in 
Graves Hall under Jacoby’s di-
rection.

“It’s really interesting when 
you ring the bells because it’s 
actually quite hard to get a 
proper stroke of the bell. When 
you ring the bell, you have to 
use a kind of gentle stroke and 
it takes a while to get used to it 
especially because some of the 
bells are broken, but once you 
get the hang of it, what comes 
out is really this wonderful 
sound especially when you do 
it all together,” said Qi.

Through the future heads 
for next year, Ioanna Ploumi 
’19 and Busse, the club hopes 
to continue to keep a healthy 
circulation of members and 
showcasing their unique mu-
sical talents to the rest of the 
student body, according to Qi.

Handbell Choir Offers Relaxing and Welcoming Space to all Students

KATE MACLEOD
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Handbell Choir often performs at All School Meetings. 
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With hair slicked back in high 
ponytails, Blue Strut dancers sa-
shayed onto stage in five-inch 
stilettos as a medley of Britney 
Spears’ iconic hits began to play in 
the background. Clothed in black 
crop tops and shorts, the girls per-
formed a series of jazz moves in 
perfect coordination, their move-
ments fluid and confident despite 
the challenge their heels presented. 

“[This Grasshopper Night], we 
did a Britney montage, and we 
wanted to dance in heels. The shoes 
didn’t show up until the Wednes-
day before the Friday show, and 
[we] hadn’t practiced in them at all. 
When [the heels] showed up, we 
did the piece once; it just failed. We 
ended up fixing it, and that night 
went so smoothly. By showtime, it 
looked like we had been rehearsing 
with [heels] the entire time,” said 
Alexa Goulas ’18, a co-head of Blue 
Strut. 

Blue Strut, under the leadership 
of Goulas and fellow co-head Kiki 
Kozol ’18, introduced heels to the 
Andover dance stage. A up-and-

coming trend in the dance commu-
nity, the use of the shoes incorpo-
rated a new level of difficulty into 
Blue Strut’s choreography.

“No one at this school other than 
[Alexa and I] have tried [dancing in 
heels]. Dance is always evolving 
and progressing, and we wanted to 
keep up with it as much as we can. 
That’s definitely a new skill that we 
threw on our team. They’re all re-
ally open to trying new things, and 
they all really loved it,” said Kozol.

Besides providing opportunities 
for dancers to explore new tech-
niques and innovations, Blue Strut 
allows members to form close re-
lationships with each other. With 
team dinners every Tuesday after 
practice, the Blue Strut co-heads 
pride themselves on the closeness 
of their nine-person group. 

“Blue Strut is such a family; 
we’re all so very close. We hang out 
outside of rehearsals a lot: we do a 
lot of team dinners or brunch out-
ings or Strut sleepovers. [Being] on 
the team, is not [making you] be our 
friend; you become our friend, and 
that’s something that you know 
coming in. It’s a little family, just be-

cause there’s only nine of us. That’s 
my favorite thing about Strut: how 
close we are,” said Goulas.

As a tight-knit group of female 
dancers, Blue Strut focuses on em-
powering women with their per-
formances. Blue Strut is unafraid 

to showcase feminine sexuality in 
their jazz dance pieces, making it 
their mission to instill confidence 
in girls. 

“[Blue Strut] focuses a lot on 
empowering each other and girls. 
Some people call us a little bit too 

much or too sexy. We just like to 
be expressive, and I think dance 
is a good way of expressing your 
femininity and sexiness; it makes 
you feel good. [We’re] showcasing 
women’s empowerment and femi-
ninity,” said Kozol.

Blue Strut Soars to New Heights in Heels
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Blue Strut focuses on female empowerment through their dances, according to Co-Head Kiki Kozol ’18.

LINDSEY CHAN

Standing on the brightly lit 
stage of Tang Theatre, members of 
Fusion began dancing to the beat 
as Afro-Caribbean music roared 
from the speakers. Wearing da-
shikis, Fusion performed dances 
from all over the world, creating 
one cohesive piece from multiple 
cultures.

While on the surface Fusion 
appears to be just a dance group 
that celebrates Afro-Caribbean 
culture, the dynamics and bonds 
within members run deeper, ac-
cording to Araba Aidoo ’20.

“We’re a family, because we 
all know each other. I think all of 
us are people of color, so we con-
nect with each other a lot, because 
we’re on the same level. We just 
have fun,” said Aidoo.

Though dance is a mutual 
passion that brings the group to-
gether, Fusion works to showcase 
how different heritages can look 
through movement. The diversity 
of the group is amplified in their 
performances, with each member 
taking from their own culture and 
background to make their own 
unique style.

“Fusion was built to be a dance 
group based off the fusion of mul-
tiple cultures… and having a di-
versity of people helps us build 
that feeling of different cultures 
and different styles of dancing and 
music,” said Matt Suri ’21.

Although this school year was 
Fusion’s first official year as a club, 
the group was selected to perform 
at Grasshopper during Fall Term. 
Grasshopper was an exciting op-
portunity to introduce Fusion 

to the Andover community and 
members worked hard to polish 
their routine before the show, ac-
cording to Co-Head Keely Aouga 
’19.

Aouga said, “I think [one of our 
biggest accomplishments] was 
actually forming a group because 
this is our first year as a club on 
campus. Aliesha [Jordan ’19], Abby 
Ndikum [’20], and I were really 
worried about people not wanting 
to audition and not wanting to join 
us in the Fusion [family], but luck-
ily, we had a really big success, es-
pecially with the underclassmen.”

Aidoo added, “It’s a very impor-
tant show where everyone gets to 
showcase their talents, and being 
that we were a new club, it was 
our first actual big show so that 
was probably our biggest accom-
plishment. It was our first time 
performing together, and it was all 
communal.”

According to Aouga, Fusion’s 
goal for the next year is to per-
form as much as possible. The 
club hopes to also bring their love 
for bringing cultures together 
through dance off-campus at dif-
ferent local colleges.

Aouga said, “A Teaching Fel-
low on campus actually let us 
know about how on some college 
campuses in the Boston area they 
have groups come from differ-
ent schools to perform, and we’re 
hoping to have Fusion be one of 
the groups to go-off campus and 
perform at college campuses. 
We’re hoping to do that next year 
because we’ll have more experi-
ence in terms of choreographing, 
working as a group and bringing 
on new students.”

Editor’s Note: Keely Aouga is a 
Commentary Editor for The Phil-
lipian.

Fusion Blends Cultures and Diverse Styles in First Year as Club 

IRENE KWON

Jazz Band, led by Peter Cirelli, 
Instructor in Music, brings togeth-
er a selective group of talented mu-
sicians to integrate brass, rhythm, 
improvisation, and groove into 
their performances. Every term, 
they work to put together a pro-
gram for the wider Andover com-
munity.

“We meet every Monday eve-
ning to rehearse and we basically 
just practice whatever songs we 
have to play for our next concert. 
In the fall, we had a concert in 
[Paresky] Commons during par-
ents weekend, during the winter 
we performed at [All-School Meet-
ing (ASM)] for Sounds of the Sea-
son and also had a Jazz Band con-
cert, and in the spring we’ll have a 
guest artist featured in our future 
concert, so we’re always prepping 
for a concert,” said Skylar Xu ’20, a 
pianist in Jazz Band.

The group has worked to per-
fect their sound by learning to truly 
listen to each other and be present 
during each performance. This al-
lows them to stay in sync and find 
their “groove,” a difficult task that 
Cirelli is especially proud of the 
band for. Through practices to-
gether and vulnerability during 
solos, they each have opened up to 

each other and have grown closer 
as a group, according to Xu.

“We’ve gone through a lot of Mr. 
Cirelli’s music jokes together, and 
we’ve seen everyone do their own 
solos. It’s kind of a vulnerable act, 
because you’re making your own 
music up while you’re playing, 
but everyone seems to understand 
each other a little more throughout 
the time we’ve rehearsed togeth-
er… Everyone can feel comfortable 
with improvising on their own be-
cause it’s hard to do so if you don’t 
know anyone else,” said Xu.

Jazz Band is unique because of 
its relatively large amount of flex-
ibility compared to other musical 
styles. Players are encouraged to 
experiment with and blend their 
sounds to create one cohesive 
piece.

Hugo Solomon ’19, a saxophon-
ist in Jazz Band, said, “My favor-
ite part of Jazz Band, besides the 
people of course, is that moment 
when everyone’s playing the shout 
chorus super loudly but together, 
and you lose track of your own 
sound as you’re listening to the rest 
of the ensemble create one whole 
and unique feeling. There’s noth-
ing quite like that sense of unity 
and excitement.”

For the upcoming school year, 
the Jazz Band looks forward to get-
ting more experience with a new 

conductor and having new brass 
players not only join the group, but 
also learn to play with the other 
musicians in rhythm.

“Next year, Mr. Cirelli will be on 
a sabbatical for one or two terms, 
so we’ll miss him a lot… We will be 
losing a lot of trombones, so I hope 

we’ll still be able to get a full brass 
section… The band is separated in 
the sense that the brass section is 
facing front and the rhythm sec-
tion is just hanging out in the back. 
While we [the rhythm section] are 
the ones who keep the rhythm and 
are literally the heartbeat of the 

Jazz Band, it’s kind of hard to hear 
because of all the brass. So that 
might be one of our goals to work 
towards for next year as well,” said 
Xu.

In Sync and Solos: Jazz Band Gives Musicians Flexibility to Experiment 
with Styles
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Jazz Band is a selective musical group led by Peter Cirelli, Instructor in Music. 

CC SONG
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Melina Powell ’20 (pictured above) performs with Fusion to showcase dif-
ferent heritages through movement. 
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Fusion was created by Keely Aouga ’19 (top left), Aliesha Jordan ’19 (bot-
tom right), and Abby Ndikum ’20 (top row, second from right).
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Energetically spinning and 
moving about the stage, mem-
bers of Hypnotiq danced to 
“Crank That” by Soulja Boy at 
Grasshopper Night. This per-
formance, one of many in Hyp-
notiq’s repertoire this year, is 

considered one of their proud-
est moments.

“Grasshopper was just re-
ally great this year. A lot of 
adults commented on Hypno-
tiq and they were like, ‘Wow, 
that was the best Hypnotiq 
piece we’ve seen in the past ten 
years...’ This is my first year as 
a captain of Hypnotiq, so that 

positive reaction to some of 
my work and definitely Justice 
[Robinson’s ’18] work was re-
ally exciting,” said Co-Captain 
Alexa Goulas ’18.

Led by Robinson and Gou-
las, Hypnotiq is a student-run 
hip hop dance group. They per-
form at a wide range of events, 
including Grasshopper, Dance 
Open, and the pep rallies.

“Hypnotiq has about 15 peo-
ple. It varies between 17 and 
13 every year, but it’s a much 
larger group. Junior-Hypno is 
not a JV team, but it’s just a 
smaller group where we offer 
people who we see potential in 
them being members of Hyp-
no, but you’re not as strong a 
dancer as we would like yet, so 
here’s this opportunity to work 
with us and most likely, next 
year, you’d be on the team,” 
said Goulas.

Being a part of Hypnotiq 
has allowed many students on 
campus to not only express 
themselves through move-
ment, but also enjoy hip hop.

“Hypnotiq is important to 
me because hip hop dance is 
an outlet of self expression for 
me. I think it’s important to the 
campus because we offer a way 
for people to appreciate hip 
hop dance, whether through 
actually dancing or just enjoy-
ing the presentation,” wrote 
member Layo Oloritun ’20 in 
an email to The Phillipian.

In their dances, Hypnotiq 
members incorporate a blend 
of hip-hop songs and moves, 
demonstrating the diversity 
within the genre.

“There are so many differ-
ent branches to hip hop, and 
we try to make our pieces and 
what we teach our group di-
verse, but I also think that 
Hypnotiq, just because it is a 

hip hop team and everyone just 
loves to dance and have fun, it 
just has such a positive energy 
on campus,” said Goulas.

Over the past year, Hypno-
tiq has given its members a 
space to relax and have fun as 
they learn different dance rou-
tines and bond.

“My favorite part about be-
ing in Hypno is being around 
the people. Everyone’s so en-
thusiastic about dancing and 
we always have fun when we’re 
together,” wrote Oloritun.

For next year, Goulas hopes 

that the group’s choreography 
will represent more of a col-
lective effort, using their com-
bined enthusiasm to both en-
hance the group dynamic and 
improve their dance routines.

“Because there are more of 
us, not everyone is as eager to 
step up and give ideas. And I 
think that bringing it back to 
be more collaborative like how 
it was my Lower year will ben-
efit the team a lot,” said Gou-
las.

Hypnotiq Creates Dynamic Team of Hip Hop Dancers

KAITLIN LIM
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Grasshopper Night was led by Justice Robinson ’18 and Alexa Goulas ’18 
this year. 
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Hypnotiq offers its members a place to relax and have fun while learning 
dance routines.
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Dancing along to the upbeat 
music of the song “Tap Dance” 
by Chance the Rapper in 
Steinbach Theatre, members 
of Footnotes, Andover’s tap 
dance group, performed a cos-
tume change halfway through 
their number in Dance Open. 
Removing their sweatpants to 
reveal dressy costumes under-

neath, the group then jumped 
into a sequence of compli-
cated footwork and formation 
changes. 

“Tap dancing is such a 
unique style in its own, because 
if you think of dance, you think 
of full body movements. With 
tap, it’s really focused on the 
feet, on really hitting the floor 
with different parts of your 
foot. The tap community that 
we created is really awesome, 
and I think everyone supports 
each other, and I think every-
one has a really great time with 
it,” said co-head Emily Jackson 
’19. 

Footnotes is run by co-heads 
Jackson, Yishu Chen ’19, and 
Daniela Ronga ’18. They feel 
that Footnotes has brought 
together a diverse commu-
nity of tap dancers in terms of 
strengths and previous experi-
ence. 

“Footnotes has always been 
very accommodating to tap 
dancers of all levels, which 
is part of why the Footnotes 
community is so fun. No mat-
ter what skill level, people 
always have a good time and 
learning something in the pro-
cess of our meetings. When it 
comes to performing, we tend 
to focus a little more on those 
who have more performance 
and tap experience, however, 
for regular meetings when we 
are not rehearsing, anyone is 
welcome. It’s a very open and 
inviting environment, and I’m 
sure it will only grow from 
there,” wrote Ronga in an 
email to The Phillipian. 

Footnotes meets weekly to 
prepare for dance showcases 
such as Grasshopper Night 
and Dance Open. According to 
the club’s leaders, the group’s 
teamwork and understand-
ing of each other is ultimately 
what helps their performances 
go smoothly. 

“The first show is always a 

test almost, like, ‘Yeah, we’re 
just going to have to stick to-
gether as a group and get 
through it,’ Then, the second 
show is always the best, be-
cause we’re like, ‘Yeah okay, 
yesterday we did it once, and 
now we know what we’re do-
ing.’ I think [my favorite part] 
is that process of getting to 
where we want to be and bring-
ing a lot of energy and finding 
where to channel that energy,” 
said Chen. 

The group has bonded while 
preparing for shows, helping 
each other through hardships 
that they face. The members’ 
common goal and passion for 
tap is an instrumental part in 
putting on successful perfor-
mances. 

“I think [performers’] will-
ingness to improve and perse-
verance stand out. Oftentimes, 
we will give them pretty chal-
lenging choreography with 
tricky counts, but they all real-
ly try their hardest to practice. 
I always appreciate the hard 
work, and I love their dedica-
tion to tap,” wrote Ronga.

Next year, Footnotes will 
be run by Jackson, Chen, and 
Jackson Diodati ’20. The new 
co-heads hope to expand the 
group and welcome more 
members into their commu-
nity. 

“I like to appreciate every-
thing that everyone’s learned, 
because some people are at a 
really high level and know all 
these crazy things, but some 
people at maybe [a] lower level 
might know a different way to 
do something or how to do a 
more slow rhythm. I think that 
we definitely need to work on 
expanding our group. I think 
we do stay a little secluded, 
and we should try to open up 
the tap community to more 
people,” said Jackson. 

Footnotes: Building Community Through Tap Dance

ESTELLE ZHU
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Emily Jackson ’19 (pictured above) was one of the Co-Heads of Footnotes 
this year along with Yishu Chen ’19 and Daniela Ronga ’18.
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Henry Crater ’20 (pictured above). 
Footnotes is open to all dancers 
regardless of skill level.  
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Footnotes meets weekly to prepare for dance showcases such as Grass-
hopper Night and Dance Open.
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Columns: A Year in Review
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Ria’s 
Flick 
Picks
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Fall: “It”
Last fall, I was very ready for a type of movie that I’d never 
seen before. Besides a cool and enticing plot or new break-
through actors, I got that and a whole lot more from “It.” 
Before watching “It,” I had never seen a horror movie, and 
after watching the trailer, I vowed never to see that movie in 
my life. Now, I can say that I’ve seen the movie — start to fin-
ish — three times. 

Summary: 
Based on a Stephen King novel of the same name, “It” is about a mur-
derous shape-shifting clown that preys on the children in a town called 
Derry, Maine, every 27 years. A group of outcasts then set out to face 
their fears and end It’s terror.

Acting: 
The acting in “It” is what truly made this film for me. The movie stars 
Bill Skarsgård as It along with an ensemble of preteen actors. This 
includes Finn Wolfhard, Sophia Lillis, Jaeden Lieberher, and Jack Dylan 
Grazer, who all seemed to be anything but novices at giving very 
believable performances. Their fear in the presence of It felt immeasur-
able and even for a horror film, their comedic timing and delivery was 
impeccable.

Ria’s Rating: 9/10
Related Recommendation: “The Outsiders”

Directing and Writing: 
The collaboration between director Andrés Muschietti and writer 
Stephen King resulted in a truly brilliant horror novel adaptation. 
King’s absurdist plot paired with the children’s authentically mundane 
dialogue made for a story that felt as fictional as it felt real. Muchietti’s 
directing heightened this by his use of simple, ordinary primary colors 
in the town’s set and the children’s costuming paired with dark unusual 
mixtures of reds, blacks, purples, and browns, in It’s home in the sewers. 
This blend of two styles made the film even more unsettling as the 
ordinary and the absurd began to overlap. “It” was more than a horror 
film, however. The children helped each other to overcome problems 
that they faced at home with family or in school with bullies. The self-
proclaimed “Losers” become stronger, wiser, and more confident by 
the end of the film, which makes me feel like I could put this movie 
besides any other “coming-of-age” film. The film’s unnerving, quirky, 
and sometimes even humorous plot gave “It” so much uniqueness that 
I had to watch it more than once.

Winter: “Blade Runner 2049”
As Andover pushed with full force into Winter Term, I began 
to have a little less free time. When a couple of free hours on 
the weekend came up, however, my mind immediately jumped 
to lying in bed with a mug of hot chocolate and watching a 
preferably beautiful and colorful movie compared to the bland 
white-covered scenery outside my window. The winter of 2017 
gave us many great films including “Star Wars: The Last Jedi”, 
“The Disaster Artist,” and “The Shape of Water,” however 
“Blade Runner 2049” took the cake for being the most beauti-
fully shot film of the season, if not the whole year.

Summary: 
A sequel to the 1982 film “Blade Runner,” “Blade Runner 2049” cen-
ters around a blade runner named Officer K (Ryan Gosling) who uncov-
ers a secret that would unravel the whole replicant society (a bioengi-
neered human race) and as a consequence, turn society into complete 
chaos. As the secret unfolds, Officer K sets out on a mission to find Rick 
Deckhard (Harrison Ford), an ex-blade runner who had gone missing.

Ria’s Rating: 9.5/10

Directing and Cinematography: 
The execution of the film was definitely something to be awarded, so it 
wasn’t too much of a surprise when “Blade Runner 2049”’s cinematog-
rapher and 13-time Oscar nominee Roger Deakins won the Academy 
Award for Best Cinematography. Deakins, who also worked alongside 
director Denis Villeneuve, created a futuristic world of technicolor. 
Some shots are lit with solely hues of yellow, blue, orange, or pink, and 
depending on the characters and timeline of the scene, each of the 
colors puts emphasis on love, loss, birth, or even insecurity. Further-
more, the two filmmakers put incredible detail into the character of 
Officer K, putting the audience as much inside his introspective mind 
as physically possible on a screen. For example, there would be many 
cases where something would catch Officer K’s eye, and instead of 
immediately cutting to the subject, the camera stays on him for longer 
than expected. This then allows the audience to attempt to uncover 
what he’s seeing indirectly from his expression before being shown 
the subject. Villeneuve and Deakins draw on fundamental emotions of 
belonging, power, and family and then hyperextend them into a world 
that is chaotic, colorful, and weirdly familiar. 

Spring/Movie of the Year: “Logan Lucky”
Because not all of the movies of Spring 2018 have been 
released yet, I will be doing a different movie that wasn’t 
released in the spring but one that I watched this season: “Lo-
gan Lucky.” And while we’re here, I might as well say why this 
is also, in my opinion, Movie of the Year. 

Summary: 
In this comedic money heist film, the Logan brothers, Jimmy (Channing 
Tatum), an unemployed but ambitious man, and Clyde (Adam Driver), 
a one-armed bartender, join forces to steal money from a NASCAR 
race in North Carolina. With the help of incarcerated demolition expert 
Joe Bang (Daniel Craig), the brothers devise an elaborate and action-
packed plan to create the lives that they’ve always wanted.

Ria’s Rating: 10/10
This was certainly unlike anything I’ve ever seen before, and be-
cause of its ingenuity, I give it my only perfect score for the year.

Writing: 
The screenwriter of “Logan Lucky who goes by the pseudonym 
Rebecca Blunt, created a story that was intentional and detailed but 
also exceptionally bizarre. Commonly compared to another Steven 
Soderbergh film called “Ocean’s Eleven,” “Logan Lucky” is pretty 
similar besides the characters being less intelligent, more awkward and 
irrational, and very underqualified to rob a NASCAR race. The movie 
was filled with actioned-packed car chases, thrilling robberies, and dry, 
satirical humor which left me totally entertained while feeling somewhat 
confused about what I had just experienced.

Acting: 
This film had a flawless cast with big names like Channing Tatum, 
Adam Driver, and Daniel Craig and also other supporting roles played 
by Hilary Swank, Riley Keough, and Seth McFarlane. Each character 
was detailed and very unique and unusual in that respect, and across 
the board, each actor delivered on their character with flying colors. 
Each of the actors showed their characters’ shameless goofiness while 
also maintaining the characters’ emotional and deeper side.

Summary: 
“Between the World and Me” is Ta-Nehisi Coates’s 150-page letter to his teenage son 
describing his experiences, feelings, and discoveries of what it means to be a black 
man in the United States. Coates takes us on a journey beginning in his early years as 
a child in the streets of Baltimore, swallowed by the constant fear of being attacked, 
violated, and killed. As Coates grows up, he begins to deeply question these circum-
stances, this experience as a black man, and realizes that the entire country was built 
to do this. Coates bluntly tells his son that the American Dream is something that is 
unattainable:

“And for so long I have wanted to escape into the Dream, to fold my country over my 
head like a blanket. But this has never been an option because the Dream rests on our 
backs, the bedding made from our body.”

Coates tells all of us that no matter how hard the institutions (the government, the 
schools, the media, etc.) try to persuade us otherwise, the destruction of black lives 
is not in the past —moreover, it is a tradition deeply ingrained in American society.

Fall: Between the World and Me (Best Chantanapongvanij)

10/10 (It’s not even a long read! You’ll finish it in half a week.)

Review
First and foremost, I would like to say that I am not a black man—or an American. I also 
realize that this book was not aimed at an audience like me. As an Asian and non-Amer-
ican, however, I can say that this is no reason to not read “Between the World and Me.” 
I know it may be significant to different people in different ways, but to me, Coates’s 
frustrations, anger, and grief gave me an unfiltered view on modern-day America that 
was truly profound. I think the candor and straightforwardness of this book will encour-

age any reader to challenge their bubbled perspectives.

Verdict

Summary: 
“The Boys in the Boat” is the incredible, true story of the University of Washing-
ton’s crew team and their quest to win gold at the Berlin 1936 Olympics in front 
of Adolf Hitler. The team is comprised of eight rowers and one coxswain who are 
all boys from working class families struggling through the Great Depression. The 
story follows Joe Rantz’s (one of the rowers) journey from being abandoned by his 
family to picking up his first oar at the University of Washington to finding his own 
family with the crew team. Their unbreakable spirit, camaraderie, and determina-
tion in such trying times and under extraordinary circumstances remind us of the 
ability of sports to bring us together and of beautiful human spirit.

Winter: The Boys in the Boat (Mudmee Sereeyothin)

10/10

Review
Read this book if you love crew and sports and history! Read this book if you have 
no idea what crew is and don’t know much about sports history! I was part of the 
latter group and enjoyed this book immensely. If you’re looking for a non-fiction 
book that reads like a riveting fiction story, this book is for you. It teaches you about 
the sport of rowing and what 1930s America was like without feeling like a boring 
textbook. You will find yourself immersed in the story of the boys in the boat who 
defied all odds in their quest for Olympic glory. If the winter weather has you feel-
ing down, read this book to remind yourself that with resilience and hard work, the 

impossible can become possible. 

Verdict
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Summary
Every morning, Rachel Watson takes the commuter train to London, and dur-
ing every ride she keeps an eye out for a certain house. To Rachel, a recently 
divorced alcoholic, the occupants of that house, “Jesse and James,” represent 
her ideal life. She makes up stories about their day and fills in their silent drama 
with her own dialogues; it is her way of keeping herself occupied. However, 
one day, Rachel sees Jesse kissing another man--she is astounded. The morn-
ing after, Rachel finds herself severely injured, with no recollection of the night 
before. 

Spring: The Girl On The Train (Best Chantanapongvanij)

8/10

Review
I think “The Girl On The Train” is a great book to read during the spring. It’s short, 
filled with drama, and will hopefully keep your heart beating and energized as you 
finish the last term of school. Also, I’m pretty sure we all make up fantasies every 
now and then, from train rides or car rides, or maybe even walks around campus; 

who knows, maybe we’ll experience something like Rachel did one day. 

Verdict

Summary
When New York University (NYU) history professor Nicholas Young asks fel-
low NYU professor of economics and girlfriend Rachel Chu to come visit his 
family with him in Singapore, she can’t help but wonder whether he’ll finally 
be proposing to her. As any other person would be, Rachel can’t happen but 
be nervous about what will happen when they land in Singapore. What Rachel 
doesn’t know is that the Young clan is extremely rich. Crazy rich. In fact, their 
family is the owner of one of the largest fortunes in Asia. Nick practically grew 
up in a palace and flew around in private jets as a child. Unfortunately for Nick 
and Rachel, the Young clan has as much drama as they have money…

Summer: Crazy Rich Asians (series) (Mudmee Sereeyothin)

11/10

Review
This satirical comedy drama is the perfect summer read! It’s fast-paced and hilari-
ous; you will devour every page. If you fall in love with the first book, you’re in luck, 
as “Crazy Rich Asians” is a trilogy, and each book is a gem of its own. Also, the 
movie adaptation is coming out in August 2018, so make sure you read the book 
first! Definitely one of my favorite books of all time! Read this series. You won’t be 

disappointed. 

Verdict
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CAMPUS COMICS

Holding a copy of the latest 
issue of the Courant, Cecelia 
Vieira ’18 stood in the center 
of the room amid colorful pa-
per decorations and specta-
tors wearing colored finger 
lights and snacking on color-
themed foods. As the featured 
writer of the Courant launch 
party, Vieira presented two of 
her poems, titled “Pool Filter” 
and “Judas Kiss.” Vieira has 
submitted writing to the Cou-
rant since her Lower year.

Vieira said, “ ‘Pool Filter’ 
is about [an] incident I had 
with my siblings… [We saw] 
this baby bird sort of float-
ing around in the pool filter, 
and we all just sort of stopped 
and looked down at it and 
didn’t say much to each oth-
er but had a moment that’s 
like, ‘Yeah, this is death of all 
things. This is the death of 
summer; this is the death of 
our family in a way; this is the 
death of this little bird.’ It was 
just a very small, quiet, mo-
mentous moment.” 

The launch party of Ando-
ver’s creative magazine, the 
“Courant,” took place at the 
Robert S. Peabody Institute 
of Archaeology. The theme 
of the event was color, to cel-
ebrate the printing of the first 
colored issue of the magazine. 
Members of the “Courant” 
board collaborated to over-
come the challenges present-
ed by running a color issue.

Adrienne Zhang ’18, Co-
Editor in Chief of the “Cou-
rant,” said, “The food is all 
color themed. If you saw some 
of the performances, they all 
did color themed poems or 
stories, and [Sophie Miller 
’18], who is amazing, she did 
whole bunch of posters… She 
even had a geotag.” 

Angelreana Choi ’19, a po-
etry editor for the “Courant,” 
said, “We’re trying to break 
even in terms of cost, because 
printing in color is so expen-
sive, but it is our first color 
issue, and we’re really happy 
about it. It’s a beautiful copy.” 

According to Co-Editor in 
Chief Miriam Feldman ’18, 

the latest issue of the “Cou-
rant” was the first to have 
a featured artist and writer. 
The theme of color was cho-
sen in part to better showcase 
the stained glass artwork by     
featured artist Chris Ward ’19. 

Attendee Skylar Xu ’20 
said, “I really liked the spo-
ken word performances; they 
were very powerful. I appre-
ciated the form of presenting 
the ‘Courant’… They didn’t 
just read the poem; they also 
performed it under the spe-
cific setting, so I really feel 
like, at the moment, I was able 
to appreciate literature in that 
way.”

This issue was also the first 
produced by this year’s “Cou-
rant” board. 

Feldman said, “Everybody 
from the section editors who 
chose the pieces to the layout 
who did the design for the 
cover really put their all into 
it. So I think that the team of 
people in the ‘Courant’ would 
be my favorite part about it.” 

Launch parties give mem-
bers of the “Courant” an op-

portunity to interact with 
their readers and allow art-
ists to showcase their work 

directly.
Zhang said, “My favorite 

part of [the ‘Courant’] is defi-
nitely seeing the people. It’s 
so much fun, especially when 
you’re sitting at the table… 
Some people come over and 
flip through it, and when they 
see their own work or when 
they see their friend’s work, 
or even if they’re just here 
to appreciate student work, 
their faces light up. I really 
think that the quality of the 
stuff that people produce here 
is so incredible.”

Editor’s Note: This article 
originally ran on February 2, 
2018. Chris Ward is a Graphic 
Design Editor for The Phillip-
ian. 

ESTELLE ZHU

Courant Launch Party Celebrates 
First Color Issue with Themed Decorations
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Junah Jang ’20 flips through the latest issue of the Courant, Andover’s 
creative magazine.

E.QIAN/THE PHILLIPIAN
The launch party highlighted featured artist, Chris Ward ’19, and featured writer, Cecelia Vieira ’18.

by Jennie Guo



“Myopia” 902 Dance Explores Fear and Resistance

ALEX PARK 
& LINDSEY CHAN

With both of their ties 
undone and tuxedo jackets 
discarded, Jackson Diodati 
’20, Constantine, wrestles 
Sam Wright ’19, Nikos, to the 
ground. As roaring flames 
project onto a screen behind 
them, the thumping bass in 
the background music cap-
tures the high tension be-
tween the characters. Above 
the loud music, the character 
Constantine rants about the 
injustices of how men are ex-
pected to live in society and 
that men should have the 
right to abuse their wives to 
show them the true pain of 
life.

This scene was one of many 
fight scenes choreographed 
by fight director Ted Hewlett  
in the Theater-920 produc-
tion ‘Big Love.’ Directed by 
Allen Grimm and Billy Mur-
ray, Instructors in Theater 
and Dance, the performanced 
was based off the classical 
Greek play, “The Suppliants” 
by Aeschylus, and told the 
story of 50 brides forcefully 
engaged to 50 grooms and 
their struggle to escape. 

“The whole purpose of the 
play is to make you look at 
what we do to each [charac-

ter]… I want [the audience] 
to do a self-reflection — ‘what 
am I doing to that person? Am 
I burdening that person for 
my own desires, or am I sup-
porting that person?’ That’s 
the purpose of it,” said Mur-
ray.

The play explored themes 
of gender, morality, love, and 
power. In one scene, three 
brides, played by Lesley Til-
ghman ’19, Araba Aidoo ’20, 
and Junah Jang ’20, debated 
their opposing views on men. 
Tilghman, playing Thyona, 
cried that no men are good 
and are simply ‘biological ac-
cidents,’ while Jang protested 
about how she has known lov-
ing and kind men. 

“When you look at it from 
a bigger picture, it’s a story 
about three sisters being there 
for each other and stand-
ing up for their own rights 
in this patriarchal world and 
because their families have 
basically sold them out and it 
plays into how women are be-
ing sold as commerce in this 
world. These three women 
are banding together to fight 
against the system,” said Ai-
doo.

The cast of Big Love will 
perform again this summer 
in Scotland at the Edinburgh 
Fringe Festival, the largest 

performing arts festival in the 
world.

“It’s my first time going to 
Europe…  It’ll be cool because 
we’ve done this show for the 
last term, but to continue 
memorizing it and keeping it 
fresh by the time we get to the 
summer will be a challenge, 

but I’m really excited,” said 
Jang.

In one scene, Zar Cordova-
Potter ’20, playing the matri-
archal character Bella, tossed 
red tomatoes between her 
hands as she walked around 
stage. She compared each to-
mato to one of her thirteen 
sons and speaks of what each 
son has done with his life. 
Bella suddenly begins to hurl 
the tomatoes across the stage 
at the other characters, send-
ing them running in fear, as 
she describes her failures as 
a mother and her disappoint-
ment in many of her sons.

“When I do talk, my char-
acter tends to monologue a 
lot…  Mr. Murray has beauti-
ful concepts of what these 
characters should be, so I’m 
trying to be married to this 
concept of a character and 
talk for five minutes by my-
self,” said Cordova-Potter.

According to Murray, the 
cast and crew of the play 
worked together to develop 
each part of the production 
cohesively.

“It’s developing the idea, 
the objective, finding how to 
achieve that, same way for the 
actors. What do you want in 
the scene, how are you going 
to get it, and what obstacles 
are in the way. So it’s not just 
the actors, it’s the sounds, the 
lights, the props — it’s every-

thing,” said Murray. 
In a brief interlude of soft 

music after a fight between 
the brides and grooms, Aidoo 
and Wright, whose characters 
have fallen in love despite 
their forced arrangement, 
emerge from a curtained set 
piece on stage. Despite swear-
ing on oath to take part to 
stand with her sisters and re-
sist, Aidoo’s character reveals 
that she has turned against 
her sisters and married her 
cousin as was arranged by 
their father, against the girls’ 
will. She knows that she has 
betrayed her sisters, but at-
tempts to justify her deci-
sions because of the love and 
connection that had formed 
between her and her new 
spouse.

“My favorite scene would 
probably be the love scene 
between Lydia and Nikos be-
cause I feel it’s the climax of 
the show because all of the 
sisters really hate their hus-
bands but [my character] and 
Nikos have a very strong con-
nection where we find we ac-
tually have a passion for each 
other despite the fact that 
we’re cousins,” said Aidoo.

 Editor’s Note: This article 
originally ran on March 30, 
2018.

‘Big Love’ Explores Gender And A Person’s Effect on Others

KATE MACLEOD 
& CC SONG
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Zar Cordova-Potter ’20, center, plays Bella, a mother who monologues with tomatoes representing her sons.

Clad in a dirtied peasant 
dress with a scarlet blindfold 
over her eyes, Uanne Chang 
’20 was poised alone at the 
front of the dimly lit studio. As 
the music swelled ominous-
ly, a writhing wave of bodies 
emerged from the back corner: 
her fellow dancers, crouching 
low to the ground and jerk-
ing erratically, approached 
her from behind. They surged 
up behind her, grabbing onto 

her wrists and ankles, before 
lifting her skywards with her 
arms stretched out as if on a 
cross. 

Sophie Liu ’20, one of the 
dancers, said, “A lot of the 
group pieces have pretty tricky 
timing sometimes with the 
music. We have about ten peo-
ple on stage at the same time, 
and we all have to move at the 
same time at some places, or 
listen to a little switch in the 
music and all follow that lead. 
The coordination with the 
group and all moving as one to 
create this full image was chal-
lenging.”

This dance sequence was 
part of “Myopia,” choreo-
graphed by Alice Tang ’18 and 
performed last Friday night 
at the Modern Dance Studio. 
With sections featuring the en-
tire ensemble, duets, and solos, 
“Myopia” was the culmination 
of Tang’s Theatre-902 chore-
ography course. 

“I started working on [the 
show] at the beginning of Win-
ter Term. It’s a modern con-
temporary dance, and I was 
inspired by this movie that I 
watched years ago called “The 
Village.” “The Village” is about 
a group of people who are in 
their own little insular com-

munity, and this one girl start-
ed [stepping] out of [the] com-
munity, [breaking] the rules 
and realizes the truth of what’s 
going on around her. I was in-
spired by that story of stepping 
out of traditionally defined 
boundaries, and the start of 
rebellion or resistance,” said 
Tang. 

According to the program, 
the main concept of “Myopia” 
was the exploration of fear and 
resistance. Used to describe a 
condition of nearsightedness, 
the term refers to conditions 
that restrict people’s world-
views. The dance show high-
lighted its theme with the use 
of dark musical pieces, such as 
“The Gravel Road” by James 
Newton Howard, and dim 
lighting.

Melanie Cheung ’20, anoth-
er performer in the show, said, 
“The concept that Alice has 
come up with — I really love 
it. I think it has ‘Allegory of 
the Cave’ vibes, which I enjoy. 
Overall, I love how the pieces 
connect and how conceptual 
the show is.”

With years of dancing ex-
perience, Tang found herself 
curious to explore the world 
of choreography. “Myopia” 
was Tang’s first endeavour as 

a choreographer and director. 
“I used to dance before I 

came to Andover, but I never 
really had much choreography 
experience. [After] taking Ms. 
Strong’s [choreography] class 
[Junior Year] and then doing a 
couple of Dance Open shows, 
I really wanted to take some 
time and develop my ideas ful-
ly, because it was something I 
was really passionate about,” 
said Tang.

Theatre-902 is an indepen-
dent, one-term theater project 
with a focus on choreography. 
Students submit an applica-
tion and work with an advi-
sor to come up with a finished 
product. This past term, Tang 
worked with her advisor Ju-
dith Wombwell, Chair of the 
Theatre and Dance Depart-
ment, in order to create “Myo-
pia.”

“As [Tang’s] advisor, I really 
wanted to make sure she could 
realise her vision, and I knew 
that she was really excited 
about this project. I just need-
ed to support her and keep her 
on a realistic timeline. I did en-
courage her and give her some 
ideas, but she had already 
generated really clear, strong 
ideas. I just [needed] to give 
her advice along the way,” said 

Wombwell.
Tang worked throughout 

the winter honing her skills as 
a choreographer and learning 
how to work through challeng-
es that arose during the pro-
cess. According to Wombwell, 
as well as achieving her goals 
in making a finished project, 
she grew not only as a strict 
choreographer, plotting each 
swing of an arm, but as an art-
ist, accomplishing her vision 
from start to finish.

“I’ve known Alice for four 
years. I’ve mainly worked with 
her as a performer, so I would 
choreograph something and 
she would perform. She’s just 
grown; it’s a privilege to work 
with someone over a long pe-
riod of time and see them ba-
sically grow up. [You] see their 
intellectual and emotional 
ideas start to be integrated 
into their dance technique. 
I think she’s done an amaz-
ing job [with the show],” said 
Wombwell.

Editor’s Note: This article 
originally ran on April 6, 2018.

S.BAHNASY/THE PHILLIPIAN

“Myopia” is the product of Alice 
Tang’s ’18 first major choreograph-
ic projet.
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Brian Ko ’19 and Junah Jang ’20 (pictured above). The play explored themes of gender, morality, love, and power.
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Drawing a growing crowd of 
onlookers, The Fidelio Society 
sings their rendition of “Uncloud-
ed Day” by Shawn Kirchner in the 
middle of Times Square in New 
York City. As Abbey Siegfried, In-
structor in Music, waved her ba-
ton to the rhythm of the song, the 
group concludes its impromptu 
performance with a final, harmo-
nious hum.

“We were walking around, and 
we said, ‘Well, what if we actually 
performed in the middle of Times 
Square?’ Because when you get 
to Times Square, you see all the 
street artists and all the people 
dressed up in absurd costumes. 
So we were like, ‘Okay, let’s do it!’ 
We just rallied everyone and were 
thinking, ‘Oh my goodness. This 
can go exceptionally horribly or 
totally a smashing success.’ And 
it was definitely a success,” said 
John Moreland ’18, co-president 
of Fidelio.

Over Spring Break, members of 
Fidelio and the Chamber Orches-
tra traveled to New York City to 
perform in Carnegie Hall on a trip 
organized by the Music Depart-
ment. The concert featured indi-
vidual performances from each 
group and one collaborative piece.

“[Derek Jacoby, Instructor 
in Music] threw out at a faculty 
meeting one day: ‘Maybe we 
should play at Carnegie Hall!’ 
And it was sort of spontaneous; 
it wasn’t serious. I thought about 
it, and I was like, ‘Yeah, we should 
play at Carnegie Hall!’ So I looked 
into it. We figured out a way that 
we can afford to do it inexpen-
sively,” said Holly Barnes, Instruc-
tor in Music and Director of Per-
formance.

Fidelio performed a wide 
range of songs in varying lan-
guages, including Hebrew, Esto-
nian, and Latin. Due to differing 

levels of experience among Fide-
lio members, the group found it 
challenging to memorise lyrics in 
foreign languages, according to 
Marie Latham ’18, co-president of 
Fidelio.

“We sang a couple of songs in 
different languages, which were 
pieces that not everybody was su-
per sure about, especially since we 
had a couple of newer members 
who didn’t know the languages as 
well as some of the members who 
had sung the songs before,” said 
Latham.

The chamber orchestra also 
performed a selection of pieces in 
the concert. One particular piece 
played by the orchestra was “Lib-
ertango” by Astor Piazzolla. One 
of the last performed, the piece 
was a lively show-ender that be-
came an audience favourite.

“We played [‘Libertango’] at 
the end, which was like a salsa, 
tango piece. I know from whoev-
er I talked to, the audience really 
loved that piece. I think it showed 
the amount of fun we had as an or-
chestra. Playing in such great ven-
ues, we really realize how lucky 
we are. I think we showed that 
with how much passion we put 
into that piece,” said Aditi Kannan 
’18, a violinist who has served as 
Concertmaster in Chamber Or-
chestra.

Before the end of the concert, 
both Fidelio and the Chamber 
Orchestra came together to per-
form a cantata composed by Sieg-
fried’s husband, Kevin Siegfried, 
titled “Songs for the Journey.” The 
piece, comprised of five move-
ments, was written for Siegfried 
during her pregnancy.

“We partnered with the or-
chestra to sing this cantata. That 
was a special experience as well 
because there was a professional 
harpist on stage, and the songs 
were really beautiful, especially in 
that cantata,” said Moreland.

After the concert, the groups 

held a reception sponsored by 
the Office of Academy Resources, 
allowing the performers and at-
tending families and alumni to 
celebrate the performances.

“[The reception] was really fun, 
and there was a lot of good food. 
It was great to see a lot of Ando-
ver people coming to support us 
— that was really nice. It shows 
how big the Andover network is, 
because there were people of all 
ages there, which was exciting,” 
said Yuji Chan ’18, a violinist who 
has also served as Concertmaster. 

Students also had the oppor-
tunity to explore New York City 
beforehand. After touring the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, stu-
dents were either able to watch 
the Broadway play “Farinelli and 

the King” or listen to the New 
York Philharmonic.

“The Broadway musical was 
amazing. It was super cool. We got 
to see this featured countertenor, 
which basically is a tenor singer 
who sings exceptionally high and 
has a feminine tone to his voice. It 
was a really great show,” said Mo-
reland.

With the conclusion of the trip, 
both groups have become clos-
er, bonding through rehearsals, 
preparations, and the final perfor-
mance, according to Latham.

“I think it definitely made us 
stronger and more cohesive as a 
group, because we were all work-
ing towards a common goal. I 
think we’ve definitely come a long 
way from how we started at the 

beginning of the year, so it’s fun to 
see,” said Latham.

Kannan added, “I think that 
just before, [the orchestra] didn’t 
think that they could do it. The 
fact that we did it successfully and 
had fun while doing it brought 
us closer together. Even while 
we were performing, we could 
sense a feeling of camaraderie and 
friendship between us, which is 
really nice. We don’t have much 
time to bond outside of orches-
tra, and there’s not much bonding 
during orchestra. [The tour] was 
really fun; I think we’ve become 
closer friends [through] support-
ing each other.”

Editor’s Note: This article origi-
nally ran on March 23, 2018.

Fidelio and Chamber Orchestra Bring Lively Pieces And 
Spontaneous Singing to New York City

COURTESY OF SHYAN KOUL
Members of The Fidelio Society and Chamber Orchestra performed at Carnegie Hall in New York City over Spring 
Break. The concert featured performances from each group as well as collaborations between the two groups.

As cast members dressed 
in long, old-fashioned clothes 
and walked in a circle with 
slow, plodding steps, they 
made their way across the 
floor to the edge of the stage 
while singing “Till We Reach 
That Day,” a song about in-
justice and a hope for peace. 
Their voices projected out to 
the audience in a haunting and 
mournful tune, creating com-
plex harmonies accompanied 
by occasional instrumental 
notes. 

This scene concluded the 
first act of “Ragtime,” this 
year’s winter musical, and 
marked the first time that the 
characters of different races, 
backgrounds, and social class-
es shared the stage in the show. 
The musical was directed by 
Erin Strong, Instructor in The-
atre and Dance, and Abbey 
Siegfried, Instructor in Music. 
The plot followed the stories 
of three groups of people at the 
beginning of the 19th century: 
African-Americans, European 
immigrants, and the white up-
per class. 

“The whole show is really 
like a metaphor. There’s ac-
tually a lot of characters that 
don’t even have names; they’re 
just Mother and Father, and 
it’s really symbolic of soci-
ety. The story that the show 
tells applies to the turn of the 
20th century, but I also think 
it applies to now. It’s really 
just telling the story of how 
people struggle and how they 
overcome those struggles, es-
pecially in terms of race and 
gender, so it just applies to life 
in general no matter the time 
period,” said Chi Igbokwe ’21, a 
member of the ensemble. 

In one scene, European im-
migrants Tateh, played by John 
Moreland ’18, and his daughter 
Little Girl, played by Marianne 
Bautista ’20  interacted with 
members of the white upper 
class, Mother and Little Boy, 
played by Emma Chatson ’18 
and Bianca Rodriguez-Pagano 
’21, respectively. As Bautista 
and Rodriguez-Pagano play-
fully danced and leaped in the 
back of the stage, Moreland 
and Chatson’s characters sang 
optimistically of their chil-
dren’s futures in America and 
of their different standings in 
society. 

“[Moreland and Chatson’s 
characters sing] about how 

their children, even though 
they come from different plac-
es, are just so happy to exist 
and be together. It’s sort of like 
the idealist version of what hu-
manity should be, and the song 
is really beautiful too,” said 
Anna Cambron ’18, who played 
Emma Goldman, a white activ-
ist who fought for immigrant 
rights.

The story of Ragtime is cen-
tered around race and politics. 
The original Broadway version 
of the musical included racial 
slurs and violence, which were 
kept in Andover’s reproduc-
tion. While this decision was 
made partly due to legal rea-
sons, the cast and crew worked 
together to present the terms 
in a thoughtful and purposeful 
manner. 

“[The inclusion of these 
words] serves a purpose of why 
you understand and why cer-
tain characters react the way 
they do. We can’t erase that 
part of our country’s history. 
We can’t erase it. It is what it 
is. We present it not in a way 
of embracing it or endorsing it. 
We present it as this was our 
history, and we denounce it, 

and we see a different way for-
ward,” said Strong.

These racial slurs were 
prominent in one scene that 
featured Rodriguez-Paga-
no and Sam Wright ’19, who 
played Rodriguez-Pagano’s fa-
ther, sitting together on a set 
of bleachers and watching a 
baseball game. Surrounding 
them, a rowdy group of immi-
grants sang joyously, swear-
ing and using foul language 
as they commented on the 
ongoing game. Rodriguez-Pa-
gano’s character picked up on 
their behavior, parroting their 
dirty remarks and spitting on 
Wright. Wright, shocked that 
the game was unlike those he 
remembered from his days 
at Harvard, tried desperately 
to cover Rodriguez-Pagano’s 
mouth.

“[Wright] expects [the 
game] to be all nice and gentle-
manly [and fancy] like when 
he played when he was at Har-
vard, but then it’s just this big 
rally crowd. It’s a bunch of [Eu-
ropean] immigrant people. He 
comments that all the names of 
the players are Eastern Euro-
pean  — not the way he wanted 

it to be — but it’s very funny 
because his son gets sucked up 
into the rally and has a good 
time, and the father is the only 
one not enjoying himself,” said 
Cambron.

Throughout the show, an 
American flag stood as a back-
drop behind the actors and 
set pieces. The flag appeared 
to be tarnished, as opposed to 
a bright and clean image. The 
backdrop was made by stu-
dents in Fall Term’s Theatre 
Basics class, instructed by Ja-
cob Josef, Theatre and Dance 
Department Technical Direc-
tor. According to Josef, the 
simple and worn-down char-
acteristics of the flag allowed 
it to fit the multiple locations 
of the musical while simulta-
neously conveying the show’s 
theme of struggle and conflict. 

“In the story of Ragtime, 
there’s so much conflict and 
resolution throughout the 
show, so we wanted the flag 
to look like it had seen just 
as many years as the people 
had, just to give it the sense 
that there are so many differ-
ent states America has gone 
through, like states and differ-

ent types and periods of time… 
We wanted the flag to show the 
history of America and the grit 
that’s there,” said Josef.

In the final scene of the 
performance, the cast walked 
forward to the edge of the 
stage and joined hands as 
they sang “Make Them Hear 
You.” This final song reflected 
on the battles fought and the                         
lessons learned by the charac-
ters throughout the show. 

“It’s a really powerful mes-
sage of making them hear you 
and the importance of hearing 
everyone’s story because that’s 
really the only way you can un-
derstand what’s going on in so-
ciety: to listen to multiple per-
spectives and [hear] everyone’s 
story. The only way you can re-
ally get to know somebody is 
by hearing them tell their sto-
ry. So that moment is probably 
my favorite because it really 
concludes the whole journey 
of the show,” said Strong.

Editor’s Note: This article 
originally ran on December 15, 
2017.

Ragtime: A Fight for Social Justice 
KATE MACLEOD 

& CC SONG

K.YOUNG/THE PHILLIPIAN

‘Ragtime’ followed the stories of three groups of people at the beginning of the 19th century: African-Americans, European immigrants, and the white upper 
class. 
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Illuminated by piercing 
red spotlights, Daniela Ronga 
’18, Alice Tang ’18, and Emma 
Wong ’18 extend their arms 
in long, flowing movements. 
With their backs turned to 
the audience, they sway to the 
chords of Camila Cabello’s 
“Havana.” As the song reach-
es the chorus, the trio tiptoes 
towards the audience, ex-
tending their arms to the sky 
before twirling in opposite di-
rections to create a hypnotiz-
ing pattern.

“The music just kind of 
comes up really quietly, and 
the lights do, too. It’s really 
soft, and I think it’s a really 
powerful moment where it’s 
kind of seductive in a way. It 
really captures the audience 
in the beginning,” said Ronga.

This performance was one 
of the 19 dances performed 
at this year’s Dance Open. 
The show was directed by Yi-
shu Chen ’19 and showcased 
dance genres including tap, 
hip hop, and jazz.

“I love that you get to see 
all different parts of the 
dance community here. I feel 
like, in some shows, you only 
see very strict modern type 
or ballet. For example, in 
Grasshopper, you might only 

see large dance groups, but 
with Dance Open, you get to 
see a lot of small, more inde-
pendent dance organizations. 
People are a lot more creative 
with their styles, and there’s 
just so much more diversity 
in the types of dancers and 
what they’re interested in,” 
said Tang.

Another performance fea-
tured the hip-hop trio Tafari 
Friday ’20, Layomi Olori-
tun ’20, and Anntonia Taylor 
’20. Against green lights, the 
three danced to a mashup of 
songs by Lil Uzi Vert, includ-
ing “444-222,” “The Way Life 
Goes,” “Oh Wonder,” “Sauce 
It Up,” and “Wanted You.” 
Choreographed by Oloritun, 
the dancers each performed 
a brief solo before coming 
together and jumping as a 
group. The dance ended with 
the trio walking offstage to-
gether while kicking their 
legs back and throwing their 
arms over their heads.

Oloritun said, “Most peo-
ple think of hip hop as people 
saying the N-word a bunch 
of times and about beat fe-
tishism. To me, hip hop is a 
movement. It’s the music that 
I listen to and the music that I 
like. That’s why I get inspired 
by it. A lot of stuff I do in the 
dance and in the dance pro-
grams here are hip hop, so I 
wanted to transfer that to one 

of my own pieces.”
The show also featured 

Michelle Zhao ’19 and Fran-
cesca Santiago ’20 dancing 
a duet to the song “Lies” by 
Marina and the Diamonds. 
The duo engaged in a push 
and pull of twirls under a pale 
blue light, representing the 
dynamic of two lovers falling 

apart. During one part of the 
performance, Zhao laid down 
on the ground, and Santiago 
stretched over her with hands 
searching the ground as she 
looked for someone who was 
not there.

“Getting everything down 
and everything polished was 
hard because I had never 
choreographed up until this 
point. We definitely wanted 
to do somewhat of a roman-
tic duet. We were actually 
inspired by [Prince’s] ‘Purple 
Rain,’ which was featured in 
the [Andover Dance Group] 
2017 fall dance show,” said 
Zhao.

The show also included a 
performance by SLAM, An-
dover’s step team. Starting in 
complete darkness, stomps 
broke the silence as they 
split from their formation in 
a circle. With loud and pow-

erful movements, the group 
danced to the sound of their 
own stomps and claps, chant-
ing “Drop that beat,” until the 
song “Lemon” by N.E.R.D. 
and Rihanna began. SLAM 
members jumped and high 
kicked into a straight line and 
walked off stage in a synchro-
nized fashion.

Annie McGovern ’18, a 
member of SLAM, said, “We 
kind of went into this year 
trying to incorporate dance 
and music and just our typical 
SLAM movement in silence 
using our own voices. It’s 
kind of a mashup of a bunch 
of different things, which is 
what I think makes it really 
interesting and unique.”

Editor’s Note: This article 
originally ran on February 16, 
2018.

Dance Open 2018 Presents Diversity of Movement

KAITLIN LIM &
 KATE MACLEOD
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Dance Open 2018, directed by Yishu Chen ’19, will feature 19 dances in styles including tap, hip hop, jazz, and step.
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SLAM, Andover’s step team, incorporates powerful stomps, claps, music, and their own voices into their perfor-
mance.

Theatre-901 Explores Differences Between Love and Friendship 
in Intimate Performance of “Romance/Romance”

In the living room of a va-
cation house, two friends 
portrayed by Emma Chat-
son ’18 and Henry Crater ’20 
dance around, passing back 
and forth a bottle of liquor 
and singing at the top of their 
lungs about how it’s not too 
late to be thinking about af-
fairs. The two friends, both of 
whose spouses and children 
are asleep in the same house, 
finally collapse onto the floor 
at the end of the song, laugh-
ing. 

Makenna Marshall ’18 said, 
“The song ‘It’s Not Too Late’ 
is a personal favorite. I think I 
fell in love with that song the 
most. It has so much energy; 
it’s so classically ’80s.” 

This scene is part of the 
Broadway musical “Ro-
mance/Romance.” Andover’s 
performance was directed by 
Marshall and performed by 
the Theatre-901 class. 

Marshall said, “It’s an emo-
tional roller coaster. I think, 
unlike the flashiness of ‘Rag-
time’ and the costumes of 
‘Hairspray,’ it’s a bit more in-
timate, and it’s a bit more real. 
I think that students at [An-
dover] don’t get a lot of the-
atre like that, so I’m excited 
to bring this to them.”

“Romance/Romance” is a 
1988 Tony Award-winning 
musical that tells a story 
about the complications be-
tween two couples portrayed 
by Crater and Jenni Lawson 
’19, as well as Chatson and 
John Moreland ’18. The two 
families take a vacation in the 
Hamptons.

Crater said, “There’s these 
two couples: me and Barb 
[Lawson], and Lenny [More-
land] and Monica [Chatson], 
and we go on vacation in this 
beach house, and things get a 
little crazy. There’s this build-
up of sexual tension between 
me and Monica, and we stay 
up really late and talk about 
our marriages.” 

According to Crater, the 
play is unique in its intimacy, 
being a small, hour-long pro-
duction with only four actors. 
The closeness of the cast and 
smaller stage bring the audi-
ence right into the setting 
along with the actors as their 
story unfolds and takes the 
viewers along the emotional 
journey of the characters. 

Crater said, “I like that it’s 
a small space and that it’s four 
of us, because I feel like I re-
ally get to know my character 
better and I get to know ev-
eryone else’s character. So it’s 
really easy to focus on the in-
teractions between us.”

Marshall said, “I think it 
makes it intimate in a space 
like this. It really brings peo-
ple in, and we were hoping 
to actually bring people into 
the living room. We have the 
chandelier; we have the win-
dows; we have the stairs. I 
think having only four people 
and being in such an intimate 
space really helped people to 
feel the characters and emo-
tions.” 

The play addresses themes 
of love and marriage, and the 
complications they involve. It 
presents a powerful message 
to the audience and urges 
them to consider the role of 
these issues in their own lives. 

Marshall said, “Love is 
complicated, and love isn’t 
easy. [I hope people] think 
about what you have instead 
of what you necessarily want. 
And I also think it’s about the 
relationships and friendships 
between men and women, 
and how complicated they 
are. I hope people take that 
away from the show. And that 
you shouldn’t go to a summer 
home with your spouse and 
then proceed to try to cheat 
on them in the same house.”

Editor’s Note: This article 
originally ran on February 23, 
2018.

PHOTO COURTESY OF MAKENNA MARSHALL

(From top to bottom) Emma Chatson ’18, John Moreland ’18, Jenni Law-
son ’19, and Henry Crater ’20. According to Crater, the smaller cast allows 
for a more intimate performance.
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The show featured performances from dance groups including SLAM, 
Blue Strut, Hypnotiq, and more.



Leaping and turning across 
the stage, the nine members 
of Blue Strut danced in high 
heels to a mashup of Britney 
Spears’ greatest hits for Grass-
hopper Night 2017, a student-
run talent show. As they ended 
their performance standing in 
a V-formation, a single spot-
light shone on Kiki Kozol ’18, 
co-head of Blue Strut, as she 
looked back at the audience 
and the lights went dark. 

“This year, we’re doing 
part of the dance on heels. It’s 
a style that [co-head Alexa 
Goulas ’18 and I] really like to 
do. It’s a lot harder than regu-
lar jazz. We thought that it’d 
be really interesting to try 
to      incorporate it. Heels are 
very Britney-esque. That was           
interesting to choreograph,” 
said Kozol. “[Blue Strut is] go-
ing to bring the sassiness. I feel 
like Britney’s a really iconic 
artist of the 2000s, and I think 
that she needs to be celebrated. 
What better way than through 
really sassy, sultry dancing?” 

This year, a total of four 
Grasshopper Night shows 
were held, with each show 
consisting of fourteen acts 
that showcased student talent 
in dance, theater, and music. 
The show was produced by 
this year’s three Drama Lab 
Producers, Emily Ndiokho ’18, 
Justice Robinson ’18, and Nata-
lie Warren ’18, who took on the 
roles of stage manager, theater 
director, and music director, 
respectively, along with dance 
co-directors Goulas and Annie 
McGovern ’18. 

The theme of this year’s 
Grasshopper Night was “Back 
To The Millennium.”

“[The Producers] were 
thinking about what the show 
means to us as Seniors, and we 
were thinking how this was 
our last year in high school. It 
makes us very nostalgic about 
our childhood. I was thinking, 
‘Well, most of us were born in 
the 2000s; why not throw it 
back to the 2000s?’ ” said Rob-
inson.

The emcees of the show 
were Rachna Lewis ’19 and 
Emily Jackson ’19. Their skits, 
which acted as transitions     be-
tween performances, included 
a “Bieber fever” diagnosis, a 
“Family Feud” celebrity paro-
dy, and a lip sync contest. 

“My favorite skit is our lip 
sync battle. We pulled seven 
different songs, and we each 
lip sync to them. I’m most ex-
cited to do that one. It’s more 
about having fun and getting 
into the music of the 2000s. 
We have all these costumes 
and all these props, and we 
run through the aisles. We re-
ally get into it. There’s just so 
much excitement and energy 
in that skit,” said Jackson.

Azure, Andover’s all-female 
a cappella group, performed 
a mashup of Beyonce’s most 
popular pieces, including “In-
dependent Women,” “Crazy in 
Love,” and “Single Ladies,” re-
flecting on the evolution of the 

singer. With the line “Now put 
your hands up,” from “Single 
Ladies,” the singers, all dressed 
in black tops and jeans, joined 
hands and raised their arms 
into the air to mark the end of 
their act. 

“Beyonce is such an iconic 
figure of the 2000s, especially, 
and she’s such a prevalent fig-
ure now. We also think that the 
messages of the songs are re-
ally cool. We start off with ‘In-
dependent Women,’ acknowl-
edging that women should be 
independent… but then ‘Crazy 
in Love’ [is] acknowledging 
that it’s fun being in love, and 
[finally] ‘Single Ladies,’ where 
it’s fun to be single. And at the 
end, we all join hands and lift 
our hands up in solidarity with 
women, so I think it sends a lot 
of cool messages,” said Emma 
Chatson ’18, co-head of Azure.

Standing alone under a 
spotlight, Angelreana Choi ’19 
began her spoken word poem 
with emphatic phrases. She 
called out, “Excuse me!” as 
she began her poem filled with 
nostalgia and appreciation for 
her childhood. Her angry tone 
faded into a sympathetic, de-
feated voice as she addressed 
her gratefulness to her father.

“I sort of compare [my dad] 
to a mountain because he’s 
like my foundation, my base, 
and all of his love and care 
throughout my childhood has 
just made me who I am. There 
are a lot of little metaphors in 
the poem, so I’m excited to see 
if people actually get it. I think 
when people think of child-
hood, we think of this crazy, 
silly time, just a fun time… My 
poem gives a weight to child-
hood and explores the familial 
aspect [of it],” said Choi. 

With Shyan Koul ’19 playing 
the piano, Julia Pratt ’19 sang a 
line of “Crazy” by Gnarls Bar-
kley in a low voice before Koul 
joined her with a similar deep 
tone. As the duet continued, 
they sang each line with intri-

cate tones and pitches before 
ending the piece on a steady, 
synchronized note. 

“We’re going to bring more 
of a coffeehouse feel to the 
show. A lot of the acts are big 
groups and in your face and fast 
paced, more choreographed, 
and we’re going to be more low 
key, where it’s more about the 
music itself than performing,” 
said Pratt.

With the abrupt stop of Ri-
hanna’s “Don’t Stop the Mu-
sic,” members of Keynotes, 
Andover’s all-gender a capella 
group, froze with their heads 
turned down while the lights 
went out. Inspired by the mu-
sic evolutions done by Penta-
tonix, Keynotes performed an 
“Evolution of Rihanna,” in-
cluding costumes inspired by 
Rihanna’s album “Good Girl 
Gone Bad.” 

“I think it has been re-
ally fun seeing younger stu-
dents and the new people to 
the group sort of step up to 
the plate… We took a little bit 
more of a sultry look [for our 
costumes] than I think we usu-
ally do. The girls are wearing 
all black dresses, and some are 
[wearing] fishnets. The guys 
are wearing button downs with 
undone bowties, so definitely 
a sultry vibe, but not quite as 
scandalous as Rihanna,” said 
Miriam Feldman ’18, co-head 
of Keynotes.

For the final act of the per-
formance, Ava Long ’19 began 
playing “Chaconne,” a new-
age piano piece composed by        
Yiruma. She then rose, grabbed 
a microphone, and began her 
speech on talent. 

“My dad always told me 
that everyone’s good at some-
thing,” she began before going 
on to detail her struggles in 
middle school to discover her 
own talent, and her advice to 
others in their searches. 

“I think my performance 
relates to the theme because 
new-age music is twenty-first 

century. Usually, people, when 
they think Grasshopper, they 
don’t think speeches; they 
think more performances, and 
I think something that’s hap-
pening in our era right now 
is a lot of innovation, a lot of 
changing of ideas, and devel-
oping a lot of what we have. 
[My talk] is a form of me dis-
rupting the tradition of Grass-
hopper — so, disruptive inno-
vation,” said Long. 

In colorful patterned tu-
nics and black pants, members 
of Fusion, a dance group new 
to the Grasshopper stage, per-
formed Latinx, West Indian, 
and African dances, grooving 
and clapping to the beat. While 
the girls danced at the front of 
the stage, the boys glided in be-
hind them before each dancer 
partnered up to dip and sway. 
According to Aliesha Jordan 
’19, co-head of Fusion, family 
was a prevailing theme in the 
group’s performance. 

“The songs that we chose 
were often heard at the family 
cookout or whenever we got 
together to celebrate birthdays 

and holidays. The music and 
the movement is very reminis-
cent of our childhood memo-
ries,” wrote Jordan in an email 
to The Phillipian. 

Jordan continued, “I hope 
to bring something new and 
different to the usual lineup of 
Grasshopper — something that 
students and families of simi-
lar backgrounds can watch and 
enjoy. I hope it can take any 
audience member back to a 
time where they were together 
with family or friends and felt 
such a strong connection.”

Editor’s Note: This article 
originally ran on October 20, 
2017.

Grasshopper Night:
Blast From The Past

STAFF REPORT

Performing Latinx, West Indian, and African dances, Fusion, a new cultural dance group on campus, made their Grasshopper debut this year. 
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Julia Pratt ’19 and Shyan Koul ’19 performed a voice and piano duet of 
“Crazy” by Gnarls Barkley. 
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David Onabanjo ’18 danced in Hypnotiq’s performance, which was to “Crank That” by Soulja Boy, featuring many moves iconic of the 2000s.
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Capping off its historic 
season, Andover Boys Cross 
Country won the Nepsta Divi-
sion I Championships (Inter-
schols) in November, where 
the team placed first out of 15 
teams. Andover’s top group 
of runners was comprised of 
four Seniors and three Lowers, 
highlighting both the strength 
of this season’s Senior class 
and promise for future teams. 
The team won the Northfield 
Mount Hermon (NMH) Invi-
tational, had an undefeated 
dual meet record, and won In-
terschols with just 71 points 
compared to the second place 
team’s score of 87.

“Interschols has to be the 
highlight of the season. The 
undefeated season wouldn’t 
have mattered if we couldn’t 
finish strong at Interschols. We 
ended up putting our top five 
in the top 20 runners, which 
are designated as all-Nepsta, 
which was enough to secure a 
win that we had all worked so 
hard for,” said Captain Giaco-
mo Marino ’18, who finished 
fourth out of over 100 runners 
at Interschols.

Head Coach Jeff Domina 
wrote in an email to The Phil-
lipian, “The runners did ex-
actly what they needed to do 
to win. Every one of them ran 
beautifully, and it was an in-
spiring team effort.”

The season’s success was 
preluded by strong perfor-
mances across the board at one 
of the team’s first meets, the 
NMH Invitational, according 
to Marino.

Marino said, “I think our 
first race at the NMH Invita-
tional was really important in 
setting the tone for the season. 
We had no runners in the top 
three but placed first out of all 
the teams. I think it was then 
that we realized what we had 
this season. The depth of the 
cross-country program is al-
ways pretty good, but this past 
season was a special team with 
a lot of great leadership in the 
large Senior class as well as a 
really strong Lower class that 
had so much room to develop.”

The following weekend, the 
team’s dual meet season began 
with a 24-36 victory over Cho-
ate. Then, the team traveled to 
St. Paul’s and secured a domi-
nant 17-45 win. At its meet over 
Family Weekend, the team 
edged out NMH 26-29 to con-
tinue its winning streak. The 
next meet at Deerfield resulted 
in a memorable 19-38 win.

“At Deerfield, it was pouring 
rain for hours. The course was 
soaking wet, and there were 
puddles everywhere, but that 
did not stop our team from fin-
ishing first in the soaking wet 
conditions. As we crossed the 
finish line with mud all over 
our legs, we looked up at the 

sky as the rain cooled us down 
from the run,” said Alex Fleury 
’20, a top contributor to Ando-
ver Cross Country and Track & 
Field and an indoor and out-
door track New Balance Na-
tionals champion. 

The team’s meet against 
Phillips Exeter Academy was 
a defining moment in the sea-
son, as the team suffered a 
loss to Exeter last season. This 
season, however, Andover de-
feated Exeter in a dominant 
19-39 win, and the team’s top 
five runners all averaged 16:29, 
whereas in the past season 
only one runner had raced un-
der that time. 

Coming off of its win over 
Exeter, the team raced at In-
terschols the next weekend. 
Domina credits the team’s late 
season climax for its domi-
nance at Interschols.

“I think the team’s success 
had its roots in the runners’ 
patience and willingness to 
take the long view. They came 
at every practice ready to work 
hard and enjoy the running. 
They took satisfaction in what 
they were doing day to day, 
week to week, while keeping 
an eye on the goal of peaking 
at Interschols. You can see the 
team’s success not only in the 
Interschols victory but also in 
the strong performances of all 
the runners in the big races at 
the end of the season.”

The tight community and 

dedication of the team was im-
portant to Anthony Minickiel-
lo ’20 and Fleury.

“I think the team stood out 
from the rest of the compe-
tition because of our team’s 
unrivaled work ethic and to-
getherness. The success of the 
team did not result from any 
one particular individual but 
took everyone coming togeth-
er under the great coaching of 
Mr. Domina and outstanding 
leadership of Giacomo Mari-
no to achieve the perfect sea-
son: undefeated New England 
champions,” wrote Minickiello 
in an email to The Phillipian.

Fleury said, “The team dif-
ferentiated itself by the way 
we look after each other and 
support each other through-
out the season. During every 
run, whether it was a workout 
or a recovery day, we made 
sure that everyone was run-
ning comfortably and safely. I 
think this sense of friendliness 
that was seen throughout the 
whole team was a key factor in 
our Interschols victory.”

According to Marino, win-
ning Interschols has been a 
goal for the team since the end 
of last season when it placed 
second and only graduated one 
runner from its top seven.

Marino said, “Many of the 
Seniors had been running to-
gether since ninth grade in 
indoor track, and this cross 
country season served as a sort 

of a culmination of our work as 
a group of runners and team-
mates. Some of our runners 
had a tough time training over 
the summer for various rea-
sons, and over the course of the 
season, we saw some younger 
guys step up when they needed 
to.”

According to Domina, the 
this season will be remem-
bered and the group of runners 
will be missed.

“There’s not a runner who 
didn’t contribute to the suc-
cess of the 2017 season. These 
guys made themselves a team 
from the training group right 
up through the varsity, and the 
running felt great all around. 
There was a lot of positive, fo-
cused energy for everyone to 
draw from when he needed it. 
The team was also fortunate 
to enjoy the leadership of a 
terrific Senior class, including 
Giacomo Marino, the captain 
and the season’s Most Valuable 
Runner,” wrote Domina. 

Domina continued, “It was 
a strong field this year, and so 
the runners saw some excellent 
competition. Perhaps what set 
our team apart in the end was 
their depth, their team focus, 
and their well-timed peak. The 
team made steady progress 
over the course of the season 
both as a group of individu-
al runners and as a cohesive 
cross-country team.”

FALL SPORTS

Boys Cross Country Caps Off Undefeated Season 
with First Nepsta D1 Title in Seven Years

BOYSCROSSCOUNTRY

ABBY RYAN

Girls Cross Country Runner-Ups at D1 Nepsta Championships

GIRLSCROSSCOUNTRY

RIKU TANAKA

J.BUEHLER/THEPHILLIPIAN
Andover won the NMH Invitational on September 30, despite having no runners within the top three finishers, as a result of the team’s strong depth.

Andover Girls Cross Country 
won four of its five dual meets, 
and placed second at the Nepsta 
Championships.

The team underwent excru-
ciating yet rewarding practices 
through the course of the season, 
often practicing under torrential 
rain. At its Deerfield meet, Ando-
ver had to overcome heavy rain. 

Head Coach Rachel Hyland 
wrote an email to The Phillipi-
an, “We made sure the girls were 
ready for the conditions… Every-
one packed a plastic bag filled 
with extra layers and dry clothes.  
Luckily, it rained a bit during prac-
tice this week, so we also had the 
chance to practice running fast on 
wet, soggy grass. We did not wor-
ry too much about the times today, 
but we encouraged the girls to fo-
cus during the race and push hard 
during the final mile. It was not an 
easy day to run cross country, but 
the girls had fun and enjoyed the 
conditions as much as they could.”

Andover’s first place runner, 
Michaela Jones ’18, said her high-
light of the season was the An-
dover/Exeter meet. Even though 
cross country seems to be less 
popular among spectators than 
sports like soccer and volleyball, 
many people were present to 
cheer at the race, helping her and 
other runners get excited, accord-
ing to Jones.

Jones said, “[The Andover/Ex-
eter meet] was at home this year, 

and so many people came out to 
support us. [Head of School John] 
Palfrey came to cheer, and even 
Drumline came out to march us to 
the starting line. It was definitely 
the biggest crowd I’d ever seen 
at a home meet, and there was so 
much energy and excitement to 
race. During our warmup I could 
tell that the whole team was go-
ing to run well, and we did. It was 
super special that we won, and I 
just felt really lucky to be apart of 
such a sweet and positive group of 
girls.”

According to Molly MacQueen 
’21, the team developed a strong 
bond. Even though cross coun-
try is long-distance running and 
often perceived as an individual 
sport, team camaraderie became a 
defining aspect of the team.

MacQueen wrote, “My goals 
for next season are to continue the 
success we had this year both as a 
team and as a community.”

Jones said, “Before coming to 
Andover, I mainly ran on my own 
and knew how to push myself to 
run a good time. But I’ve come 
to realize how big of a difference 
it makes to line up with team-
mates who you’ve trained with 
for months. Over the past four 
years, I’ve gotten to run with lots 
of amazing girls, and in tough mo-
ments in a race when I wanted to 
stop, I always thought about my 
teammates and our team goals 
and ran for them. I’m really excit-
ed to run for another great team 
in college, and I know I will push 
myself for my future teammates.”

J.BUEHLER/THEPHILLIPIAN
Molly MacQueen ’21, Andover’s second-fastest over 5K, also played for Andover Varsity Hockey as a Junior this year.
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Andover Girls Varsity Soccer 
entered the 2017 season losing 12 
Seniors and ten out of its 11 start-
ers from the previous. Under the 
leadership of Co-Captains Took-
ie Wilson ’18, Molly Katarincic 
’18, and Krystiana Swain ’18, the 
team had a successful rebuilding 
season and just missed the play-
offs, ending with a final record of 
6-4-6.

Looking back on the season, 

Wilson is proud of the way the 
young team was able to bond to-
gether during tough times in or-
der to build a strong and cohesive 
unit both on and off the field. Ac-
cording to Wilson, one of the most 
exciting parts of the season was 
seeing the ten new players grow 
into new roles on the team.

“Some of my season highlights 
were seeing the younger players 
blossom into new roles on the 
team and really working togeth-
er. Having 11 new players greatly 
impacted our team and I am so 

looking forward to seeing them 
grow as a team,” said Wilson, “I 
think some really awesome im-
pact players were Mackenzie Lu-
cas ’20 in the back, Isobel Glass 
’21, who was dynamic on the front 
line along with Maddy Silveira 
’20 and Anna Hurley ’21. It was 
awesome to see them out on the 
field working together. A lot of 
our players were also fighting off 
injuries and always working hard 
to stay their healthiest selves. I 
couldn’t be prouder of the whole 
team.”

The team entered the season 
with an emphasis on harnessing 
both the new and returning tal-
ent in order to play strong, fun-
damental, and focused soccer and 
to develop a competitive program 
for years to come, according to 
Wilson.

“One of my own goals for the 
team was not only creating a team 
that had chemistry and could 
work together, but also creating 
an Andover soccer program that 
focuses on good soccer. Not just 
kick and run, not just putting the 
ball over the other team’s head 
and using our speed to beat them, 
but rather playing good ball to feet 
and all around soccer. In the end, 
championships come and go, but 
being a good soccer player and 
a good teammate are two of the 
most important things for me. So, 
having a strong soccer program 
that attracts incredible soccer 

players and people is something 
that I really wanted to focus on,” 
said Wilson.

GVS’ young team was able to 
compete against dominant teams, 
with its strength in the backfield 
and quickness up front, according 
to Isabella DiBenedetto ’20.

“Honestly, I think that compar-
ing to last season, when you look 
at it, a lot of our really tougher 
games like Choate and [Noble and 
Greenough] we actually played 
very well. We showed up to all of 
those games, and that shows that 
that was only the beginning of po-
tential this new team has. The new 
additions to the team we were so 
strong and impactful. That is why 
we found success, in terms of our 
fast attackers and strong defend-
ers out of the back. This allowed 
us to move up and down the field 
as a unit. That strength as a cohe-
sive unit is only going to get better 
with experience and time,” said 
DiBenedetto.

Throughout the season, in 
games such as the Senior game 
against Lawrence Academy on 
November 3, there were moments 
where the team was truly con-
necting and playing as a single 
unit on the field, according to Sil-
veira.

“I think we had some oppor-
tunities where we were really 
able to connect. There were some 
games where everyone was super 
hype for the game and then when 

we were able to get out there and 
execute everything that we want-
ed to do. Senior game was under 
the lights in the stadium at home, 
we had a huge crowd, and it was 
actually a really difficult game but 
good matchup against Lawrence 
Academy. Tookie scored an amaz-
ing goal from 40 yards out, she 
bombed it, and it was a snipe and 
a half. The crowd and team went 
crazy. It was an unreal environ-
ment,” said Silveira.

The young talent on the team is 
a strength for the future Andover 
Soccer program, as the team will 
only continue to develop and be-
come a stronger and more cohe-
sive unit, according to DiBenedet-
to and Wilson.

“This year was a big rebuilding 
year for us, in the sense that we 
were coming off a season where 
we lost 12 seniors. We had to re-
build our team, so we were really 
young this year, but that will give 
us a lot of experience going for-
ward. Thinking of it as that was 
our first year playing together, I 
think that the future is going to 
be really bright. I think that the 
upcoming season is going to be 
really exciting, especially with 
the new talent we are getting and 
building off of the returning tal-
ent,” said Di Benedetto.

Wilson said, “I can see a Nep-
sac championship in their future 
— they have the people, they have 
the spirit. I see it; they’ve got this.” 

Andover Beats Exeter for 5th Consecutive Year

Led by Post-Graduate (PG) 
Quarterback Zach Geddes ’18, An-
dover Football fell short two wins 
from a perfect season with a 6-2 
record.

In the regular season, the team 
fell only to Deerfield and Choate, 
two of the best teams in the league.

Owen Deignan ’18 said, “Cho-
ate was obvious, they win Nepsac 
every year, Deerfield was a really, 
really tough game and ended up in 
a loss.”

Despite the loss, Deignan and 
Max Beati ’18 both cite the mud 
bowl against Deerfield as one of 
their most prominent memories of 
the season.

Deignan said, “The mud bowl 
against Deerfield was not ideal for 
us, losing 7-0, but that was one of 
the most fun games of football that 
I have ever played. There was a 
mutual respect on both sides of the 
line… It was just the most chaotic, 
fun game of football I’ve played in 
12 years of playing the sport.”

Beati added that, since Head 
Coach Leon Modeste had made 
the game optional as the game was 
during finals week, the team only 
brought around 30 players. 

Beati said, “That was a good 
memory just because all of the kids 
that were there just wanted to be 
there and for me, as a football play-
er, especially in high school, you 
just want to see people committed 

for football. That was a tough game 
so I just appreciated that moment 
that everyone who was there came 
out to play.”

The team’s final matchup against 
Phillips Exeter Academy was one of 
the highlights of the season, a 17-14 
win to continue Andover’s five-year 
win streak against Exeter. 

Jake Jordan ’20 said, “It’s al-
ways such a great time just going 
out there and playing in front of so 
many people, especially those who 
show support out there and are 
there to support you. Playing in that 
game was really a life-changing ex-
perience for me as a new lower and 
it was a really big change for me. I 
saw a whole community out there 
cheering for us.”

According to Jordan, Exeter 
prepared outstandingly for the An-
dover/Exeter game, causing diffi-
culty for Andover to pull ahead. He 
continued, saying that Andover did 
well maintaining its lead and hold-
ing Exeter until it was finally able to 
shut Exeter down in the final few 
minutes. 

This year the team was com-
posed of 28 graduating Seniors. 
Amongst them were quarterback 
Geddes, Co-Captain Adam Cohen 
’18, and Co-Captain Larson Tolo 
’18. These three players proved in-
valuable over the course of the sea-
son because of their great skill and 
leadership capabilities, according 
to Coach Modeste. 

According to Coach Modeste, 
Geddes was one of the team’s great-

est strengths and his versatility and 
ability to excel in any position sig-
nificantly boosted the team’s per-
formance on the field. 

Coach Modeste said, “Zach Ged-
des is one of the finest athletes I’ve 
ever been around and a great lead-
er. He won games both with his 
legs, and also playing defense when 
we needed a ball back or we needed 
a throw and we would put Zach in 
at safety and of course he winded 
up intercepting the ball.”

Deignan added, “He’s so shifty, 
like I’m not even trying to hype it. 
He’s the shiftiest high school ath-
lete I’ve ever seen. I’m not even 
going to say Quarterback, I’m going 
to say athlete. I’ve never seen some-
body as shifty and as quick as him. 
He has great football IQ. He knows 
whether or not to keep it or give it 
up on the options and he’s just fan-
tastic.”

Among the captains, Cohen led 
the team by example while Tolo 
provided vocal inspiration.

Beati said, “ I think Adam Cohen 
was just a good mix of lead by ex-
ample. Not a vocal kid, I don’t even 
know what his voice sounds like. I 
didn’t hear him talk a lot at all. He 
just led by example. He made all 
the plays no one wanted to make, 
he did things that he didn’t have to 
do but he still did anyways on the 
football field. He’s just committed. 
Tolo was more of the vocal leader.”

“Tolo wouldn’t shut up in prac-
tice and Cohen wouldn’t say any-
thing. No one per se really want-

ed to listen to him but he was just 
so confident with himself that he 
would just keep talking, he didnt 
care if you listened to him or not, 
and eventually it just drew on and 
you would eventually start listen-
ing to him,” said Beati. “It kind of 
worked. Especially seeing what the 
captains are going to be next year, 
it’s a good mix. I actually think we 
had pretty good captains this year. I 
wouldn’t say that they led the team 
a lot per se, but they provided a lot 
of good motivation.”

Coach Modeste said, “They 
were different as night and day but 
together they brought the team to-

gether. Both Cohen and Tolo were 
good captains, really positive guys, 
Tolo always talking Adam never 
saying a word but working so hard 
all the time and led by example.”

Next year the team will be led 
by running back Will Litton ’19, 
lineman Andrew Mazzone ’19, and 
quarterback Michael Thompson 
’20. 

Deignan said, “That’s just going 
to be an awesome dynamic. I can’t 
wait to come back and just see a 
game with those three leading the 
team. It’s going to be awesome.”

GIGI GLOVER

FOOTBALL

Young GVS Team Unites Into a Competitive Team

GIRLSSOCCER

LINDA BIBEAU

A.MACAYA/THEPHILLIPIAN
Will Litton ’19 joined Andover Football as a new Upper this year. He will 
lead the team as one of three co-captains next year.

M.CALLAHAN/THEPHILLIPIAN

Maddy Silveira ’20 starts as a forward for Andover Girls Soccer.

Led By Co-Captains Raphael and Cutts, BVS Comes Back Against
 Loomis for 4-1 Win Season Highlight

BOYSSOCCER

GIGI GLOVER

With a team containing 11 Se-
niors, Andover Boys Varsity Soc-
cer had a wealth of experience and 
knowledge in its 2017-2018 season. 
Andover completed the season 
with a 5-6-3 record under the lead-
ership of Co-Captains Will Rapha-
el ’18 and Morgan Cutts ’18.

Raphael and Cutts complement-
ed each other well as captains in or-
der to lead the team effectively, ac-
cording to Hayden Weatherall ’18.

Weatherall said, “[They] defi-
nitely complemented each other 
very well. Will is a much more 
loud figure, literally and figura-
tively. Morgan has this sort of wise, 
knows-whats-up sort of personali-
ty. Both of them know what they’re 
doing, both of them have a lot of 
soccer experience so I think that 
sort of relationship and those dif-
ferences really worked out on the 
field well.”

According to Head Coach Ed-
win Escobar, Raphael, an award- 
winning athlete, was one of the 
most incredible players on the 
team this fall.

Head Coach Edwin Escobar 
said, “Will Raphael was recognized 
as our Nepsta All-Star, and he pret-
ty much earned all of the rewards 
that a defender in the independent 
schools could really earn. On the 
field he was our leading scorer as 
a defender. He was a tremendous 
player. Will Raphael probably had 
the most well-rounded season of 
any of our soccer players.”

While Raphael led the team as 

one of the top scorers followed by 
Rolando Rabines ’18, Cutts demon-
strated to the rest of the team how 
to put the needs of the team above 
all else, according to Henry Rogers 
’19. 

Rogers said, “Morgan also is 
leading by example. He was playing 
center back but then he was asked 
to move to striker halfway through 
the season, and he did it like that. 
He did it without asking a question. 
He did whatever the team needed 
of him and performed in that role 
as well.”

One of the highlights of the 
season was the team’s “under the 
lights” game against Loomis Chaf-
fee. Going into the game, Loomis 
had won its previous three games 
and had scored 17 points total while 
only giving up two goals. 

In the first half, Loomis scored 
the only goal, but Andover was able 
to rally and score four goals in the 
second half, securing a 4-1 victory. 
Loomis went on to win the Nepsta 
championships. 

Cutts said, “It was a really big 
game of us, and they were a really 
top-ranked team and winning it 
under the lights in the stadium was 
a great experience. We went down 
in the first half 1-0 but then the 
crowd really got behind us and ev-
eryone really came together and it 
was just great to see everyone play-
ing to their best that game and we 
ended up scoring four unanswered 
goals in the first and second half. It 
was just a fun game.”

“I think the Loomis game under 
the lights was a wonderful game 

for all of us where everyone shined 
and everyone did their part so we 
got a really good result against a 
team that went on to win it all. I 
think that was when we were at a 
high and everyone was having fun 
playing soccer,” said Raphael. “Ev-
eryone was super happy to be out 
there with a huge crowd under the 
lights. I think everyone wanted to 
show out for the school and we had 
had two good results before that 
and we were looking to continue 
the run and go prove ourselves for 
the school.”

During the game, the team 
worked its hardest to defend 
against Loomis. According to Rog-
ers, one of the two elected 2018-
2019 season Co-Captains, along 
with Max Levi ’19, Loomis had 
many skilled offensive players, 
so the team worked hard to keep 
the defense settled and to prevent 
Loomis from gaining any chances. 

Rogers said, “They got a few 
chances, got unlucky on their 
chances, but then at the end of the 
half, right before halftime, they 
scored a goal and that can really 
kill a team. Our team really rallied 
together and right out of the gate 
in the second half we came out 
firing and it was really good per-
severance from all the guys just to 
come back and get the result there 
especially with that big of a win. 
It was huge…That was my favorite 
game I’ve ever played in and it was 
pretty big for our team, especially 
morale-wise.”

Throughout the season, the An-
dover maintained a positive atmo-

sphere and was a tight-knit team, 
according to Rogers and Coach 
Escobar.

Rogers said, “Everyone on the 
team was pretty good friends. We 
had a really good dynamic going 
and everyone was friendly to each 
other. Obviously it was a team and 
we had our difficulties especially 
in our slumps but that’s part of the 
game. At the end of the day it was 
a good environment. We pushed 
each other hard but at the end of 
the day we were pretty close.”

Coach Escobar added, “The 
guys really liked each other. It 
was great having the opportunity 
to have guys from really different 
parts of the world come together 
and get on this ship and move for-
ward. The chemistry has always 

been there because this place re-
ally challenges you in a way that 
you value friendship more than 
anything while you’re here. I think 
you guys as students know how 
challenging this place can be and I 
think from challenges like that on 
and off the field incredible friend-
ships flourish. I think that is what 
we have on the field. It was a chal-
lenging fall but beautiful things 
came of it.”

Editor’s Note: Max Levi is a Lay-
out Editor for The Phillipian.

K.YOUNG/THEPHILLIPIAN
Co-Captain Will Raphael ’18 scored six goals this season. He will continue 
his soccer career at Tufts University this fall.
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Andover Places Third At Nepsac Champs

With 14 games in the 2017 
season, Andover Boys Water 
Polo had a successful season, 
coming in third place at Inter-
schols and closing out the sea-
son with an 11-3 record.

According to Co-Captain 
Nick Isenhower ’18 and Neil 
Simpson ’19, Andover has im-
mense potential for the coming 
seasons. 

Isenhower said, “This team 
has a lot of young potential 
that’s going to continue to 
build upon the work we put in 
this year. We saw a lot of great 
stuff at champs: our plays, our 
teamwork, our drive. One of 
the biggest contributors to our 
success was the ability for our 
team to step up to the chal-
lenges we faced across the sea-
son and in the playoffs. Across 
the board, we had players able 
to put up points and make big 
plays on defense each game.”

“This season, we were a 
much healthier and fitter team 
than we were last year. We did 
a great job staying focused at 
game time and sticking to the 
game plan. That being said, we 
still have a lot of work to do 
before we reach our fullest po-
tential as a team,” said Simp-
son.

The team began the season 
strong with back-to-back wins 
against Hopkins and Loomis 
Chaffee at home on September 

19, beating Hopkins 11-5 and 
Loomis 14-3.

Despite losing to Rival 
Phillips Exeter Academy on 
September 20, Andover con-
tinued to showcase its domi-
nance, winning six games in a 
row, starting with Canterbury 
on September 23. After Can-
terbury, Andover beat Deer-
field, Williston, Hotchkiss, St. 
John’s Prep, and Choate. Start-
ing with Canterbury, Andover 
won with a score of 15-6, 15-14, 
14-6, 19-11, 18-10, and 13-7 re-
spectively. 

Despite suffering a loss in 
their second game against 
Loomis on October 14 after 
Choate, Andover won two 
more games against Suffield 
and St. John’s Prep. Andover 
won with scores of 14-11 and 
16-7 respectively.

Around two weeks before 
Interschols on October 29, An-
dover played a game at Deer-
field again. According to Eric 
Osband ’19, the game against 
Deerfield was very challeng-
ing.

Osband said, “Difficult ref-
ereeing and the fact that we 
were very tired, since it was 
the second game in a back-to-
back doubleheader, made it a 
very challenging game, and we 
were forced into single over-
time. We kept up the intensity 
and although we pulled ahead 
in the beginning, they caught 
up and we went into a second 
[sudden-death] overtime.” 

Despite the difficulties 
faced by the team, Andover 
won 15-14 against Deerfield, 
allowing the team to enter In-
terschols in the Liquid Four as 
part of the top four teams in 
New England.

Andover travelled to Bruns-
wick to compete in the Liquid 
Four tournament. The Liquid 
Four included Andover, Bruns-
wick, Loomis, and Exeter.

Simpson said, “At the cham-
pionship tournament, we 
played two games in quick 
succession in an all-deep pool, 
which showed us we still have 
a lot of work to do on our of-

fensive strategy and execu-
tion.”

Andover finished off the 
season in third place in the 
Nepsac league. 

Next fall, Simpson and Os-
band are looking to have an-
other great season leading the 
team as Co-Captains.

Osband said, “Next year as 
Co-Captain, I’m looking for-
ward to an even more success-
ful one than this year. Our team 
has improved so much over the 
past two years, more so than 
any team in the league, and 
next year I’m hoping to contin-
ue the trend and compete for 

first place in the New England 
League. We’re losing a lot of 
good Seniors, but the mentali-
ty of this year will carry on and 
we will train very hard to com-
pete for that W.”

“I really want us to reach 
the point where we are able 
to take on every team in the 
league with absolute confi-
dence,” Simpson added.

“The team’s in great hands 
with Eric and Neil next year, 
and I’m excited to see the team 
push even farther into the 
postseason,” said Isenhower.

ARNOLD SU

BOYSWATERPOLO

PAFH Places Second in Nepsac Class A 

A 1-0 win facing Saint Paul’s 
in the New England Preparatory 
School Athletic Council (Nepsac) 
Class A semifinals pushed Andover 
Field Hockey to the Nepsac finals 
for the third year in a row. Head-
ed by Captain Elizabeth Welch ’18 
and Head Coach Kate Dolan, Field 
Hockey finished the season with 
a 17-2 record with 70 goals on the 
season.

Andover dictated its matches 
throughout the season, breaking 
2017’s school record of 16 wins. The 
team only let in 16 goals through-
out the season compared to its 70 
scored, kicking off its season with 
several blowout wins versus Thay-
er, Lawrence Academy, Loomis, 
and Governor’s, where the team 
won 5-1, 5-0, 5-0, and 5-1, respec-

tively.
According to Jackie McCarthy 

’19, the team thrived from early on 
in the season because of its strong 
relationships and consistent com-
munication.

McCarthy said, “The team’s 
success this year was hugely de-
pendent on our team dynamics. 
All skills aside, PAFH truly has 
such an incredible connection. It’s 
cheesy, but but I really don’t think 
we could have gotten nearly as far 
as we did without the relationships 
we built and the trust, comfort, and 
love that came with them.  The 
playoffs were a huge testament to 
that. You can’t go into such intense 
games without the support of your 
teammates. Whether you were on 
the field or on the sidelines, every-
one’s contribution was equally as 
important.”

Coach Dolan echoed McCar-
thy’s sentiment of the importance 
of team dynamics and relation-
ships, saying, “I think over the 
years it has become more and more 
clear to me that the most important 
things in the game of field hock-
ey are not necessarily the phys-
ical skills like hitting the ball or 
stopping it but rather confidence, 
communication, toughness, heart 
and a relentless desire and willing-
ness to give your very best, maybe 
even a little more, because of how 
much you love your team, [and we 
showed that midseason.]”

Andover continued its hot start, 
winning its first 13 matchups in the 
regular season before being taken 
down by Deerfield 1-3 in its first 
regular season game. Facing bru-
tal weather and a tough opponent, 
Andover learned from its mistakes, 
improving vastly over the course 
of the season, according to Alexa 
Matses ’18.

Matses said, “In the beginning 
of the season, I think we were win-
ning through individual work and 
sometimes just barely getting the 
win, but as the season progressed 
we learned how each other played 
and we had the best sense of to-
getherness and teamwork on the 
field than any other team, and I 
think that Deerfield game was a 
turning point.” 

Ending the season with three 
wins including a 3-2 victory at An-
dover/Exeter, Andover posed as a 
powerful threat entering the Nep-
sac finals. The team was at its best, 

and though its momentum did not 
carry it to a title, the team had a 
strong playoff showing according 
to Ashley Tucker ’18.

Tucker said, “In the Champion-
ship we played well; the game was 
extremely close. I would say that 
Greenwich Academy [number one 
seed overall] probably outplayed 
us a bit during most of regulation, 
but we were able to stick with them 
enough to bring it to overtime. We 
dominated the first five minutes of 
OT, but unfortunately after several 
minutes of consistent pressure they 
got a break down the other end, 
and in order to save it one of our 
defense ended up having to take a 
penalty so they got a stroke. It was 
a tough way to go, but we definitely 
had our chances during the game 
and during overtime, and obviously 
things don’t always go your way in 
sports.”

Looking forward, the team loses 
seven Seniors and long-time mem-
bers of the team: E. Welch, Ananda 
Kao ’18, Charlotte Welch ’18, Eliz-
abeth Holubiak ’18, Sarah Rigazio 
’18, Matses, and Tucker.

C. Welch said, “I think our di-
verse senior group brought a lot to 
the team, each person in her own 
way- positivity, determination, grit, 
calmness, fun, and humor. Our cap-
tain set a great example for the rest 
of the team, especially the notion 
to cherish the opportunity to work 
hard and get better for your team-
mates. Everyone embraced sprints 
or hard practices because they 
knew that they wanted to help the 

team. I think this culture was set 
from the beginning from the senior 
class.”

McCarthy continued, “The se-
niors were our leaders. Most of 
them have been on the team since 
their [Junior] year, so they know 
PAFH inside and out. They knew 
what it takes to be successful, and 
equally as important, how to share 
that with the rest of the team. Play-
ing in every position––forward, 
midfield, defense, and goalie––our 
seniors had huge presences on the 
field. Their leadership was not 
contained to their performance in 
games. Our Seniors really brought 
the team together in practices, in 
the locker room, and at Andover in 
general. It is so crucial to younger 
players to have someone to look up 
to, and our seniors exceeded all ex-
pectations we could have ever had.”

Field Hockey’s performance 
and team effort this season was 
a point of pride for the team, and 
they hope that it can continue into 
next year as well.

Welch added, “PAFH this year 
was an extraordinary group. I think 
one of the biggest things I noticed 
this year was how much we de-
pended on, helped, and trusted 
each other. On the field, whenever 
I made a mistake I knew someone 
had my back. Off the field, the care 
that we had for each other shined 
through in every one of our interac-
tions with each other; I liked that, 
and I hope this can stay with the 
team.”

NASH JOHNSON

FIELDHOCKEY

R.PREM/THEPHILLIPIAN
Emily Batchelor ’19 has played Varsity Field Hockey since her Junior year.

S.ALSHAIBA/THEPHILLIPIAN
Nick Isenhower ’18 was a co-captain of Varsity Water Polo this year. He also swims and rows crew.

Nine Consecutive Wins for Girls Volleyball

Andover Girls Volleyball 
fought to an 11-4 league record 
this fall, including nine consec-
utive wins spanning from Sep-
tember 30 through November 
11. The team split a win and a 
loss with Phillips Exeter Acade-
my, but despite a first-place seed 
entering to the New England 
Championships, Andover failed 
to progress past the quarterfi-
nals after a first-round loss to St. 
Paul’s.

Despite a disappointing cham-
pionship, Head Coach Clyfe 
Beckwith was particularly proud 
of the team’s strong regular sea-
son as well as its consistent per-
formance from year to year.

Beckwith wrote in an email 
to The Phillipian, “The matches 
we played against Exeter and St. 
Paul’s during the season at home 
were outstanding demonstra-
tions of good sportspersonship 
and athletic teamwork, and an 
absolute delight for the home 
crowd. PAVB stays competitive 
year after year; the biggest com-
pliment we receive from our rival 
teams is that they claim they play 
their best when we play each 
other. Although not winning the 
championship itself lately, we 
have had years when Andover 
was [one of the only] teams to 
prevent the eventual champion 

from having an undefeated sea-
son,” wrote Coach Beckwith.

Teamwork and dedication 
were a major factor in the team’s 
success, according to Sarah Chen 
’21 and Co-Captain Serena Liu 
’19.

“The captains all did a really 
good job this year. They helped 
hype the team up and brought 
us together when we needed 
more energy, and they also led 
by example. Seeing all the hard 
work they put into practices and 
games really inspired all of us to 
work harder, too,” said Chen.

Liu said, “Last year and this 
year, we had amazing chemistry 
on the court. We had amazing 
girls. This year, especially, we 
really bonded as a team both on 
and off the court… I’ve met a lot 
of my best friends [on the volley-
ball team], and they’re from all 
over the world, too.”

Although the team improved 
throughout the season, it peaked 
early, according to Beckwith.

“I feel blessed every year for 
the past 20 years to have had a 
wonderful, supporting, enthu-
siastic PAVB family. The girls of 
PAVB 2017 were fun to coach, 
and it was fun to watch them 
grow as players. We grew as a 
team throughout the season, im-
proved weekly, and peaked two 
weeks before the end of the sea-
son,” wrote Coach Beckwith.

The team will graduate four 

Seniors this year, but there are 
many young players who are 
ready to lead the team in the 
2018 season.

Liu, who will be a returning 
captain, said, “We have [four] Se-
niors graduating this year. It’s go-
ing to be a very different team. I 
think what’s different is just that, 
as each graduating class moves 
on, the team sort of changes in a 
way that the Seniors from each 
year brought something differ-
ent to the team. The Seniors who 
are Seniors now bring something 
different. I think that as each 
class graduates, it becomes a dif-
ferent team, but it gets better and 
better each year.”

Looking forward to next year, 
the team hopes for a stronger 
end of the season, according to 
Chen.

“I hope that we can play more 
consistently next year so that we 
can play at around the same level 
in every game — hopefully a high 
level. We need our energy to car-
ry us through the end of the sea-
son. For next year, I’m just look-
ing forward to coming back out 
with the team. We’re ready to get 
back on the court after the end 
of last season when we lost to St. 
Paul’s, a team we beat [twice] be-
fore,” said Chen.

The team will regroup with 
new and returning players for a 
preseason in August to prepare 
for the 2018 season.

HANNAH ZHANG

GIRLSVOLLEYBALL

H.SOLOMON/THEPHILLIPIAN

Brooke Fleming ’20 has played on the team since her Junior year.
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Boys Squash Places Ninth at Nationals

After finishing ninth in the 
Head 2018 U.S. High School 
Squash Team Championships, 
Andover Boys Varsity Squash 
beat Brooks 4-3 and Phillips Ex-
eter Academy 6-1, its second win 
over Exeter this year, to com-
plete the regular season with a 
winning record of 14-6.

Playing tough helped Ando-
ver keep pace with even strong 
teams, according to Head Coach 

John Roberts.
“One of our biggest strengths 

was our hard work and determi-
nation both on and off the court 
we had a really good mindset. We 
weren’t necessarily the strongest 
team, but we were definitely one 
of the hardest working when we 
were on the court. We made it 
very difficult for the better teams 
to beat us which I think was a 
real testament to the character 
of the team,” said Roberts.

The depth of the ladder also 
contributed to the successful 

season, according to Steve Nam 
’20.

Nam said, “As we went down 
the ladder from number one to 
eight, the skill level didn’t re-
ally drop drastically, meaning 
that our bottom half was really 
strong against other teams. This 
allowed us to win many matches, 
because we would do really well 
against other teams’ bottom lad-
der.”

With the opening of the Sny-
der Center in the beginning of 
the year, the team had 12 new 

squash courts to practice and 
compete in. The team took full 
advantage of the facility, accord-
ing to Roberts.

“It’s been a real pleasure to be 
in The Snyder Center and hav-
ing the opportunity to play in 
there this year. We moved in in 
January and the kids have been 
absolutely loving it and it’s hard 
to get them off the courts after 
practice. It’s definitely a step up 
from the old facility and we’re so 
thankful to everyone who made 
it possible,” said Roberts. 

Erik Wang ’21 agreed, adding, 
“The Snyder Center is one of 
the best athletic facilities in the 
entire nation, so it was really an 
honor to be able to compete in 
that facility and train.”

Roberts also commented on 
the impact of the team’s three 
Seniors.

“We had really good leader-
ship on the team this year be-
tween our three Seniors [Ishaan 
Patel ’18], [Captain David Tsai 
’18], and [Sean Kim ’18], so they 
will definitely be missed next 
year, but they have been great for 
us,” said Roberts.

Wang added, “The Seniors 
[this season] all acted as leaders, 
and they set an example for how 
we should play and represent 
Andover as both a school, and 
a competitive team. They also 
helped us through tough times, 
like when we lost; they were 
there to support us in all of our 
matches.”

As well as the strong leader-
ship from the Seniors, Tsai also 
applauded Roberts for his skills 
as a coach and squash player.

“The biggest impact on the 
team had to be our new coach, 
John Roberts. He was everything 
we needed — a leader, a highly 
experienced player, and a friend 
of everyone,” said Tsai.

One highlight of Roberts’s 
career came while playing for 
Yale University in 2012, when 
Roberts ended Trinity College’s 
252-match, 14-year winning 
streak by winning his match. 
Due to Roberts, Yale won the 
match 5-4 over Trinity.

The team took a number of 
tight losses as motivation to 

bounce back later in the season, 
according to Nam.

“At the beginning of the season, 
we lost to Milton 4-3. We all felt like 
we could’ve beaten them and felt a 
little down about it. At Nationals, 
however, we faced them again and 
this time we were able to beat them 
4-3,” said Nam. 

One of Andover’s brightest mo-
ments was its narrow victory over 
Brooks, according to Roberts and 
Tsai.

“A highlight of the season was 
most definitely beating Brooks. Ob-
viously, it’s one of our major rivals, 
and they have, historically, always 
been a stronger team. We were 
definitely the underdogs going 
into it, and we managed to sneak 
out a 4-3 win at the very end of the 
season on Alumni Day, which was 
great,” said Roberts.

Tsai added, “It was truly amaz-
ing to watch the younger guys 
like [Jack Lee ’20] and [Xander 
Schwartz ’19] get victories that 
day, and to have two of our Seniors, 
[Kim] and [Patel], seal the victory 
for Andover with wins made it all 
that more special,” said Tsai. 

Tsai continued, “Our final match 
against Exeter perfectly summed 
up all of the progress that each in-
dividual player made this year. To 
be a part of the Andover/Exeter 
rivalry, and experience the weight 
of hundreds of years of tradition for 
the last time, was truly something 
special.”

This season also marked an im-
provement over the 2017 season, 
where the team finished with a 
nearly even 11-10 record.

Wang added, “I think we were 
really happy with our performance 
this season because I think we had 
one of the best records, definitely a 
better record than last year. We had 
some good wins during the regular 
season as well as Nationals and In-
terschols.”

Despite losing three players, the 
rising young talent and new players 
will contribute to a successful 2018-
2019 season next year. Among the 
returners will be first seed Alex 
Bernhard ’19, who will serve as 
team captain next year.

Editor’s Note: Alex Bernhard is 
an Eighth Page Editor for The Phil-
lipian.

LILLIE COOPER

BOYSSQUASH

Girls Squash: “The Strongest Season in Andover History”

A 10-0 regular season record 
and a sixth place finish at the 
2018 Head U.S. High School 
Team Squash Championships 
marked a golden year for An-
dover Girls Varsity Squash. 
The team won all of its regular 
season matches and two of its 
four matches at the national 
tournament, losing to Bald-
win School in the quarterfinals 
and Episcopal Academy in the 
Classic Plate round.

“The team had the strongest 
season we’ve ever had in Ando-
ver history... I couldn’t be more 
proud of how we’ve progressed 
over the last few years, and 
I’m especially admiring of the 
newcomers: [third seed] Chel-
sea [Cho ’21], [second seed] 
Lindsay [Westerfield ’21], and 
[ninth seed] Charlotte [Too-
good ’20], who have been such 
great and genuine people, and 
the best possible additions we 
could’ve have hoped for. They 
absolutely complete the team,” 
said fourth seed Avery Wester-
field ’18.

“We finished sixth in Di-
vision I at Nationals and that 
was the best we have placed 
in years,” said first seed Prian-
ca Patel ’19. “I am so proud of 
how each of us competed and I 
can’t wait for next season.”

According to Cho, the team’s 
time at Nationals was highlight 
of the season.

“Even while competing at 
a very high level, everyone 
on the team played outstand-
ing matches and we achieved 
a ranking of sixth in the na-
tion. Also, staying with my 
teammates over the weekend 
brought us even closer, and it 
was just an amazing weekend 
to be a part of,” said Cho.

Another exciting moment 
for Andover this season was its 
victory against Deerfield, after 
suffering many losses to the 
school in the past. The team 
triumphed 4-3 at home after a 
series of close matches.

After defeating Deerfield, 
the team headed to Paresky 
Commons along with Head of 
School and Assistant Coach 
John Palfrey to announce Head 
of School Day in celebration of 

the team’s victory, according to 
Toogood.

“My favorite memory from 
the season was beating Deer-
field for the first time in many 
years. Following our win, we 
walked with Mr. Palfrey to 
[Paresky] where he announced 
Head of School Day in our 
honor,” said Toogood.

Andover went on to triumph 
against Deerfield for a second 
time in Nationals, this time 
with a stronger 6-1 win.

These wins, and the many 
other victories throughout the 
season, were the result of the 
talent and depth of the team, 
according to fifth seed Skyler 
Spaulding ’20.

“This year, it was amazing 
how deep our ladder was. Any-
one on the team could jump on 
court with anyone else and play 
really good points, because ev-
eryone is so talented. Overall, 
everyone is pretty equal play-
ers, and we all challenged each 
other, no matter what spot we 
[were] on the ladder,” Spauld-
ing said.

In addition to Andover’s 
winning record, the 2017-2018 
season was especially exciting 
for the team due to the open-
ing of the brand new squash 
facilities in the Snyder Center, 
according to Spaulding and Pa-
tel.

“One of my favorite mo-
ments from this season was 
walking into the Snyder Center 
for the first time and feeling so 
overwhelmed with gratitude 
and excitement for another 
amazing season,” Spaulding 
said.

“The facility itself is abso-
lutely amazing, and, as a team, 
we definitely felt this surge 
of motivation when playing 
on the courts. We definitely 
competed harder and stronger 
because of the amount of fans 
that filed in to watch all of our 
home matches,” said Patel.

Overall, Andover’s 2017-
2018 season was one filled 
with success — not only on 
the courts, but also in the the 
team’s atmosphere, according 
to Cho and Toogood. 

“At Nationals, even though 
we knew we would have close 
matches with a lot of the teams 
there, we never got distract-

ed, and focused on playing our 
game. We all knew how we 
wanted to represent ourselves 
and the entire school at a big 
tournament like that, and I 
think we did a really good job,” 
said Cho.

“There is a lot to be proud 
of about [the] team, but one 
aspect is the loving, support-
ing nature of our team. They 
were warm and welcoming to 

me as a new member, which 
made a huge difference,” said 
Toogood.

According to Patel, while 
the team aims to build upon 
its success and strength this 
winter, it will deeply miss its 
three Seniors: sixth seed and 
Captain Caroline Yun ’18, sev-
enth seed Jennifer Lee ’18, and 
Westerfield.

“I am definitely going to 

miss the three Seniors. I have 
been on a team with them 
since my [Junior] year, and 
they are my role models in ev-
ery aspect. I have so much re-
spect for them, and I will miss 
them so much, but I know they 
are going on to do bigger and 
better things in the future and 
I wish them luck,” said Patel.

JULIET GILDEHAUS

J.BUEHLER/THEPHILLIPIAN
Prianca Patel ’19 plays first seed for Andover. 

A.BORISS/THEPHILLIPIAN

Team captain David Tsai ’18 played through an ankle injury to lead the team to a 9th-place national result.
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Boys Basketball Wins Four Of Last Six Games

Winning the last four of its six 
games to end the season, Ando-
ver Boys Basketball finished with 
a 9-15 record. This season helped 
the team to rebuild and gain mo-
mentum going into the 2018-19 
season. 

Having lost several Post-Grad-
uates (PGs) and Seniors from last 
year’s lineup, the team leaned a bit 
more on its younger talent. Along 
with PG Derrick Herrick ’18 and 
Co-Captain Jason Reynolds ’18, 
Co-Captain Dallion Johnson ’20 
and Matteo Whelton ’20 played 
key roles this past season.

According to Head Coach Ter-
rell Ivory ’00 the team was able to 
develop as the season continued 
despite losing many experienced 
players. Although it had a solid 
season, the team failed to make the 
playoffs this year. 

Whelton said, “Overall, we 
didn’t do as well as we hoped. But 
we finished the year off strong, so 
that was a big positive.”

Ivory said, “There’s a lot of 
things I wish we could’ve done 
better, but overall I’m pretty hap-
py with the progress that we’ve 
made. We had a lot of goals, and 
those goals include winning as 
many games as possible, making 
it to the playoffs, and, hopefully, 
putting ourselves in a position to 
compete for a conference champi-
onship. Obviously, we didn’t reach 
those goals, but I’m excited about 
the young kids that we have com-

ing back.”
Andover’s season was full of 

many ups and downs, and the 
team struggled with maintaining 
focus throughout its games and 
playing strong defense, according 
to Johnson and Ivory.

“The main weakness was our 
in-game focus during the second 
halves of games. Mostly winning in 
the first half of play, we could nev-
er finish games out strong. Then 
the end of the season came, and 

we got that stamina up. We started 
winning games by maintaining a 
positive attitude and playing hard. 
We played full games, not just first 
halves,” said Johnson.

“We have to get better defen-
sively, and that was a weakness. 
Early in the season our man-
to-man wasn’t very good, so we 
switched to zone. We didn’t nec-
essarily have the personnel to do 
things that I like to do, but I think 
that’s going to change,” said Ivory.

The team faced adversity many 
times throughout the year, often 
losing depth due to injury and 
sickness. Nonetheless, the players 
built a strong bond on and off the 
court, according to Whelton.

Whelton said, “Our strength 
this year was how close we were 
off the court. It really helped us 
stick together through the tough 
times, and we always had each 
other’s backs while playing.”

One highlight of the season, 
according to Ivory, was when the 
team held Phillips Exeter Acad-
emy to a competitive game at the 
end of the season after being large-
ly defeated at the beginning of the 
season.

Ivory said, “The Exeter game 
was our toughest loss of the sea-
son. We lost to them by around 
30 points the first time we played 
them, but then we took them 
to overtime in our final game of 
the season. We played into the 
strengths of the kids that we have, 
and they are really smart. They 
were able to do some things at the 
end of the season like the way we 
switch and the way we guarded 
ball screens. We got better at that 
and improved at the end of the 
season at getting stops and putting 
ourselves in position to score.”

After not making the playoffs 
this year, the team was disappoint-
ed but remains determined to 
reach their goal next season.

“We need to at least be making 
the playoffs. As a coach, that’s on 
me, and I don’t feel like there’s any 
excuse for that not to happen. We 

should be competing at the top of 
the league each year, but we just 
weren’t. It was tough last year, and 
injuries didn’t help,” said Ivory.

Johnson added, “Not being able 
to play in the playoffs is tough be-
cause we compete all season long 
to make it. For me, I’ll continue to 
have a bad taste in my mouth until 
we win a championship.”

The team is adding many new 
recruits to the program next year, 
looking to build an even bigger 
foundation and improve on this 
past season, according to Ivory.

“We have two tenth grad-
ers who are our leading scorers. 
They’re only going to get bet-
ter. We were a much better team 
by the end of the season, which 
means we made progress. As a 
coach, I learned a lot from some of 
the things that we weren’t doing 
well at the beginning of the season, 
and we improved and made good 
adjustments in order to put the 
team in a situation to be more suc-
cessful. We are going to continue 
doing what we’ve been doing be-
cause it worked. We admitted the 
most [recruits] we’ve ever admit-
ted and some of the most talented 
kids we’ve ever had. Next year, we 
will be so much more talented. We 
still have to put in the work, but 
talent does matter a lot,” said Ivory.

Looking ahead, the team is op-
timistic that it has what it takes 
to make playoffs and a run to the 
championship. Andover will lose 
a few Seniors and PGs but will re-
tain the core of its team for next 
season. 

JED HEALD

BOYSBASKETBALL

Nordic 5th at Nepsacs Despite Warm Winter

After a season filled with warm 
weather and with hardly enough 
snow to ski on, Andover earned a 
fifth-place finish in both the boys 
and girls division of the Nordic 
NEPSAC Championships, out of 
ten teams of boys and 11 teams of 
girls. Athletes competed in two 
events: a 5.4 kilometer individual 
skate race and an afternoon relay 
race.

Neil Thorley ’19, who finished 
first for Andover in tenth place out 
of 49 boys competing in the skate 
race, said of the conditions at the 
championships, “There was soft 
snow… so at that point, no one’s go-
ing to be having a good race, so it’s 
just a mental game of who wants 
it more, who can put more on the 
line, who can go harder for longer, 
and guts are going to take over fan-
cy technique on days like that.”

The poor conditions at the 
championships were common to 
the rest of the winter as well, ac-
cording to Thorley.

“[The snow] was… not enough 
to actually get meaningful prac-
tice on. So, most of the time, the 
only skiing we had during the 
week was during a race,” he said. 
He continued, “There were some 
races where conditions were ab-
solutely beautiful. I remember 
[our race at Holderness]…  It was 
well-groomed, packed snow, and 
right around freezing -- it was awe-

some...  Other times, there were 
bare spots, dirt patches in the mid-
dle of the course, but those kinds 
of things happen and you have to 
make the most of it.”

Due to the lack of snow, the 
team focused on dry-land training 
during practices. This included 
running and doing exercise cir-
cuits.

“Overall, we made the most of it. 
But, even if there was only a tiny bit 
of snow on the ground, if we could 
possibly ski, we got out there. We 
needed all the time we could get,” 
said Thorley.

Other memorable moments 
were less about the competition 
and more about the camaraderie 
built over the season.

Cole DeMeulemeester ’18 said, 
“There were a lot of great times, 
whether that was the rally wagon 
ride to and from the races, playing 
speedball in practice, or running 
hill repeats up Blueberry Hill.”

Nikita Muromcew ’21 said, “A 
ton of parents came [to the NEP-
SAC Championship]… it was really 
nice afterwards [since] we all kind 
of hung out together and ate sand-
wiches and recapped the season.”

Next year, Thorley and Eli New-
ell ’20 will serve as the team’s cap-
tains. One of the changes they’d 
like to implement includes new 
equipment to be used during 
dry-land practices, according to 
DeMeulemeester. Roller skis al-
low Nordic skiers to train most 
effectively without snow. De-

Meulemeester also said that the 
team is trying to bring in an Olym-
pic woman skier next year.

In addition, next year’s captains 
would also like to make Nordic a 
more competitive team by inten-
sifying training and learning from 
professionals.

Thorley said, “We want to re-es-
tablish Nordic as a highly competi-
tive, intense sport, which we know 
it is. So, we’re going to be upping 
the intensity of practices and we 
also want to be doing more tech-
nique work. We want to work with 
skiers on days that we don’t have 

enough snow to ski on. We want 
to be watching film from the world 
cups, or the Olympics. Watching 
good skiers ski is the best way to 
learn how to ski yourself… We 
think that more technique work 
will go a long way in improving our 
results.”

JERRY SHU

NORDIC

Girls Varsity Basketball Beats Exeter Three Times

Andover Girls Basketball fin-
ished the 2017-18 season with a 
record of 6-16. Despite its losses, 
Andover still managed to defeat 
several talented teams, including 
Phillips Exeter Academy, BB&N, 
and Deerfield. Throughout the sea-
son, the team worked on forging 
relationships with those new to the 
team and maintaining their intensi-
ty during every practice. 

The team participated in the 
Eight Schools Association Tourna-
ment at the end of its season, during 
which it earned its second win 
against Deerfield in the first round.

Head Coach Liz Monroe said, “At 
the Eight Schools Tournament, we 
won our first-round match against 
Deerfield, and we played very well. 
Then we lost in the second round 
to Taft. We had a really hard-fought 
game, but we were dealing with 
some illness and just didn’t have the 
wind to take us through.”

Brooklyn Wirt ’21 added, “We 
played really well against Deer-
field; it was really great game. We 
beat them, and then they ended up 
not being in the tournament that 
they were hosting because we beat 
them, which was nice.”

Before finding success in the 
end-of-season tournament, the 
team experienced a major upset in 
the first tournament of the season.

Wirt said, “We were all very con-
fident that we were going to beat 
Proctor, and then we came out and 

— in the first half — scored three 
points. So that was a tough game for 
us. We weren’t communicating, but 
Coach came out during half time 
and talked to us. People then start-
ed to step it up, and our playing got 
a lot better, and we only ended up 
losing by less than ten points that 
game.” 

This season, the team played out-
standingly against Exeter in each of 
its three games with winning scores 
of 57-31, 53-39, and 54-45. 

Monroe said, “We played great 
against Exeter. We actually played 
them three times and beat them all 
three times. The important thing 
was making sure we stuck to our 
game plan. The second time we 
played them, they were actually 
beating us after the first half, be-
cause [in a way they] forced the 
game to slow down and took us out 
of the quicker pace that we were 
playing, but we came out strong the 
second half and were able to take 
it from them. We did really great 
against Exeter this year.”

Co-Captain Molly Katarincic 
’18 added, “Andover/Exeter was a 
great way to end our season. They 
came out really strong, and it was 
great to see us hold onto our lead.”

This season, the team had many 
talented players that all greatly con-
tributed to the team and to its wins, 
according to Coach Monroe.

Coach Monroe said, “There 
were a lot of people [who stood out 
this season and made an impact]. It 
was such a good team season, that 

it’s very hard to pick out one spe-
cific person who made the [biggest 
impact].”

Although there wasn’t one play-
er that won games for the team, 
the attitudes displayed by Cassidy 
Musco ’19 and Hannah McGrath 
’20 on and off the court made them 
important assets, according to Ka-
tarincic and Wirt.

Katarincic said, “Cassidy Musco 
had such a consistent hustle in ev-
ery game, which inspired the rest of 
the team every day in practice and 
in games.”

Wirt added, “I would say there 
were two people who really stood 
out this season and were out big-
gest impact players, and that would 
be Hannah McGrath and Cassidy 
Musco. After the first few games 
there were scouting reports out 

about [McGrath] saying that she 
always drove left, so she started to 
drive right. She’s very versatile and 
could get around people even when 
they knew what she was trying to 
do, and she had a really great fin-
ish on her shot. Cassidy had such a 
good hustle, and she knew instinc-
tively what to do with the ball.”

Throughout the season, the 
team managed to improve not only 
on its overall technique and techni-
cal skills but also on creating strong 
bonds between returners and new 
team members. 

Coach Monroe continued, “[The 
team improved on] learning to play 
together and trusting each other on 
offense and defense. We had a lot 
of new players. so we had to build 
[the trust] throughout the year, [and 
the team] did a really great job with 

that.”
Katarincic said, “All three of our 

[Juniors] really improved over the 
course of the season, and it was 
really cool to see them each con-
tribute in big ways during Ando-
ver/Exeter. Our defense improved 
considerably over the course of the 
season, thanks to intense practice 
with our practice players and the 
JV team.” 

Wirt added, “This season the 
team had a lot of new impact play-
ers, so this season we all had to 
learn how to work together. So that 
was something we struggled with 
in the beginning of the season, but 
by the end we found our groove and 
were clicking.”

Overall, the team was very suc-
cessful at creating a healthy team 
dynamic, which impacted how it 
performed in games. 

Coach Monroe continued, 
“Overall, I think the [team dynam-
ic] was really great. They were both 
serious and having fun during prac-
tice and were there for each other. 
They were together on and off the 
court. Of course, every season with 
every team, you are going to have 
little things that happen here and 
there, but overall, there was a really 
great dynamic. Every single player 
on the team contributed in a really 
major way.” 

As for next year, the team isn’t 
expecting any drastic changes, as 
the majority of the team will be re-
turners. 

PHOEBE BICKS

GIRLSBASKETBALL

COURTESYOFWILLZINTERHOFER

Neil Thorley ’19, who will serve as next year’s captain, was the top boys finisher for Andover at the NEPSAC Cham-
pionships, with a tenth-place finish out of 49 boys competing in the skate race.

K.YOUNG/THEPHILLIPIAN
Colby Gendron ’18, a tri-varsity athlete, also plays football (as a wide receiv-
er and defensive end) and lacrosse for Andover.

J.BUEHLER/THEPHILLIPIAN
Cassidy Musco ’19, pictured above, will serve as team captain next year 
alongside Rachna Lewis ’19.
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Andover Beats Exeter In Overtime Win

In a neck-and-neck game with 
Exeter, Thomas Manty ’19, Co-Cap-
tain Quinn Doyle ’18, Post-Grad-
uate (PG) Dante Maribito ’18 and 
Post-Graduate Kevin Oullette ’18 
tied the game up 4-4, sending the 
game into overtime. 

With time winding down, Chris-
tian Powers ’19 threaded the puck 
through two Exeter defenders to 
Ouellette who knifed a shot into 
the net to score the game-winning 
goal. This goal led Andover Hockey 
past Exeter in front of a loud home 
crowd in their final game of the 
season. Led by Head Coach Paul 
Tortorella ’80, the win concluded 
Andover Hockey’s season with a 
13-12-1 record.

Having lost to Exeter earlier in 
its season, the team indulged in its 
victory, according to Alex Cleve-
land ’18.

Cleveland said, “We had lost 
bad up at Exeter at the midpoint of 
the season so going through a roll-
er coaster of emotions in the final 
game was incredible. Especially as 
a Senior that final OT win against 
Exeter meant a lot.”

According to Sawyer Moody ’19, 
the win demonstrated the team’s 
dedication and hardwork during 
each of its practices.

Moody said, “The team and 
[I] improved this year by going to 
practice everyday with the inten-
tion of getting better and we all did 
just that.“

Cleveland added, “We struggled 
with the power play throughout 
most of the season but started to 

practice a bit more towards the tail 
end of the season. Against Exeter 
we had some key power play goals 
to lead us to wins so the practice 
paid off towards the end.”

Leading up to Exeter, Ando-
ver secured wins against Brooks, 
BB&N, Brewster, and Northfield 
Mount Hermon (NMH) to close 
out the season. According to Matt 
Veneri ’21, the team performed ex-
tremely well in these games to end 

the season strong.
Veneri said, “A highlight was our 

five game winning streak to end the 
season which included a need-to-
win game against a top NMH team, 
and obviously the A/E game.”

Veneri emphasized how differ-
ent it was for him to play at Ando-
ver than at his previous school.

Veneri continued, “By playing 
at Andover this year. I surrounded 
myself with bigger and better play-
ers, which is what any kid going 
through development can ask for.”

According to Moody and Ven-
eri, to most athletes on the team, 
the season would not have been as 
intense and engaging if it were not 
for the team’s camaraderie both on 
and off of the ice.

Moody said, “To get motivated 
and focused, our team was togeth-
er for a while before every game 
just talking, laughing, and prepar-
ing just to get into game mode.”

Veneri added, “The best quality 
of our team was that we never gave 
up no matter how we were playing 
or what the score was. Many of our 
games which we won are the result 
of that.”

Going into next season, Andover 
will be losing just a little under half 

of its team, including Co-Captain 
Jack Cusack ’18, Doyle, Ouellette, 
Dante, and Postgraduate Christian 
Kukas ’18. Carter Giampietro ’19 
and Powers, currently roommates, 
will serve as Andover’s co-captains 
for the next season.

Giampietro said, “Being co-cap-
tain is going to be a big role to fill, 
especially after having had such 
a good leader like Cus this sea-
son. It’s always tough when losing 
such a core group of guys but next 
year’s going to be a big opportunity 
for people who’ve played a small-
er role this year to step up and be 
leaders on and off the ice.”

Powers added, “Losing half the 
team is going to be bittersweet be-
cause we’ll miss a lot of the team 
that is graduating; they played sig-
nificant roles on the team this year, 
but I’m also excited to welcome 
newcomers in the next season. I’ve 
met a few of the PGs and I’m look-
ing forward to being on the team 
with them. I’m honored to serve as 
co-captain for my team next sea-
son but I know I have big shoes to 
fill with Cus. He set a really good 
example for Carter and me and I’m 
just going to build off that next sea-
son.”

SHREE MENON

BOYSHOCKEY

Girls Finish With a Strong 13-6-1 Record

Andover Girls Hockey played 
a close 2-2 overtime tie to cap off 
the season at home against Phillips 
Exeter Academy. With a record of 
13-6-1, the team narrowly missed a 
playoff appearance.

Andover began its season strong, 
winning a scrimmage against An-
dover High School and taking 
down Southfield and Winchendon 
with scores of 3-1 and 5-2 respec-
tively to earn a 2-0 record.

Lilly Feeney ’20 said, “The team 
really pulled together. I think the 
whole team was very hyped for 
the start of the season and came 
out very focused. Everyone hustled 
throughout the whole game, which 
is why we dominated as much as 
we did.”

Those few games set Andover 
off to an incredible start, and a mid-
season push and four-game win-
ning streak put the team up to a 9-3 
record towards the end of January.

Head Coach Martha Fenton ’84 
said, “I think our team demonstrat-
ed that we [could] play at a consis-
tently high level and that we [had] 
the depth and skill to compete with 
anybody.”

Although the team’s final re-
cord of 13-6-1 is a slight dip from 
last season’s 14 wins, Andover took 
less losses, nine in the past season 
compared to only six this year. Ac-
cording to Elizabeth Welch ’18 and 
Elizabeth Holubiak ’18, the team 
displayed immense improvement 

in its skill level, chemistry, and 
work ethic throughout the season.

Holubiak said, “The team defi-
nitely saw improvement over the 
season – perhaps not in our record 
but definitely in our skill and level 
of play. Our communication on the 
ice improved a lot from the first 
week to the last. Additionally, we 
started possessing the puck more. 
Our coaches introduced us to a 
new style of play that we started to 
incorporate more. It took time and 
still wasn’t perfect, but did see im-
provement as the season went on. 
We were able to keep teams pinned 
in their own defensive zone and 
had success because of it.”

Welch said, “From the first prac-
tice, it was evident that everyone 
wanted to smile, wanted to work to-
gether, and wanted to create a team 
to be proud of. Our play… constant-
ly improved as we bonded [outside 
of practice and games], and I feel as 
though we were always striving to 
improve and challenge ourselves.”

Though the team did not qual-
ify for the playoffs, it won several 
important games against strong 
Nepsac teams, and the experiences 
gained over the course of the sea-
son were vital.

Maddy Silveira ’20 said, “We 
had one of the most competi-
tive schedules of our league, and 
earned a number of wins against 
top teams. Overall, we had a strong 
season, and though just missing 
playoffs made for a disappointing 
end, I learned a lot.”

Welch said, “I would identify 

the team’s success this year as fos-
tering a group of individuals whose 
hard work stems from a commit-
ment to each other. We always had 
each other’s backs, whether that 
meant cheering someone up after 
a hard day or hustling harder down 
the field.”

Andover will lose seven grad-
uating Seniors this year: Captain 
Charlotte Welch ’18, Captain Sarah 
Rigazio ’18, Alexa Matses ’18, Ash-
ley Tucker ’18, Holubiak, E. Welch, 
and Tookie Wilson ’18. The Seniors 
made up a large portion of the team 
and each led with many years of 
experience, setting examples for 
lowerclassmen both on and off of 
the ice.

Holubiak said, “Being able to 
lead alongside six amazing girls is 
something I am incredibly grateful 
for. They are all so hardworking and 
supportive of everyone. Charlotte 
and Sarah were amazing captains 
and really made sure that we fo-
cused but also having fun. Whether 
providing insight between periods 
or bring[ing] the source of that ex-
tra energy to fire the team up for a 
game, they helped bring everybody 
together. I truly admire each one of 
them and am so lucky to have spent 
the last four years with them.”

Silveira added, “Our Seniors 
were leaders on the ice and off. 
They kept everyone working hard, 
but also made us all laugh until we 
cried during team dinners or in the 
locker room. They helped everyone 
on the team, especially the younger 
players, feel like they really were 

part of something special.”
Girls Hockey showed massive 

amounts of pride in the team and 
in the team’s performance this sea-
son, the players remaining positive 
through their disappointing end of 
season.

Welch said, “I am unspeakably 
proud of the team dynamic this 
year. From locker room dance par-
ties to cheering like crazy on the 
sidelines to enthusiastically saying 
‘Hi’ to each other on the paths, each 
individual gave every ounce of pas-
sion and love that they had to give.”

“I was most proud of how we 
came together as a group this year. 
The entire time I have been at An-
dover, I’ve loved spending time 
with the girls on the hockey team, 

but this year felt particularly close 
and really special. Even with a few 
players dealing with injuries and 
sickness throughout the season, it 
felt like everyone was all in,” said 
Holubiak. 

Holubiak continued, “I was also 
very proud of how we battled this 
season. We didn’t give up no mat-
ter what and poured our hearts out 
for each other. That’s what it’s all 
about. Sometimes it didn’t go our 
way and we didn’t always play our 
best, but we fought to the very end 
of every game. The effort and sup-
port from every person on the team 
was always there, and I’m proud to 
be a part of that.”

NASH JOHNSON

GIRLSHOCKEY

K.YOUNG/THEPHILLIPIAN

Kylie Quinlan ’20 won the U14 national championship last year for the East 
Coast Wizards, a club team from Bedford, Mass.

Wrestling Wins 4th at New Englands with 5-9 Season Record

Andover Wrestling finished 
third at the Northern New En-
gland Tournament, fourth in the 
New England Independent School 
Wrestling Association (NEISWA) 
Class A Wrestling Tournament, 
and placed 52nd out of 129 teams 
at the in the 83rd annual National 
Prep School Wrestling Champi-
onships. In dual meets, the team 
earned a record of 5 wins and 9 
losses. The 2018 Phillips Acade-
my Girls Wrestling Tournament, 
hosted by Andover, had 40 entries 
from over 20 different schools, 
the largest turnout in the tourna-
ment’s history.

In an email to The Phillipian, 
Head Coach Richard Gorham 
’86 wrote, “[The girls wrestling 
tournament] was a big deal of our 
season. [Andover] is proud to be 
the leader among New England 
Prep Schools in promoting girls 
wrestling.”  He continued, “Low-
er Marisol Nugent [’20] was our 
breakout star. In her first year at 
Andover, she earned a starting spot 
and qualified for the New England 
tournament, competing mostly 
against boys. She was champion 
of the Northern Tournament and 
named Outstanding Wrestler. Nu-
gent then competed at the USA 
Wrestling Girls National Tourna-
ment, where she placed 3rd com-

peting against the best wrestlers in 
the country,” said Gorham.

Co-Captain Pierce Baus-
ano ’18, who competed in the 
182-pound weight class, won a to-
tal of 19 matches this season, while 
Co-Captain Pablo Sanchez ’19, 
competing in the 195-pound class, 
took 21 wins. The two helped to 
carry the team by example and 
strong leadership, according to 
Jack O’Neil ’19 and Coach Kassie 
Archambault ’06.

“The two wrestlers who made 
the largest impact on the team this 
year were our captains, Pablo and 
Pierce. They were always there 
throughout the season to help new 
wrestlers learn and returners to 

improve, and were always encour-
aging figures on the team for ev-
eryone to look up to,” said O’Neil. 

Archambault said, “[Bausano] 
has grown into a great leader, a 
role model for our wrestlers, and 
actively works to cultivate our 
younger wrestlers into future 
leaders of the team. [Sanchez] has 
also been a great co-captain, and 
he works to push every member 
of the team to their potential and 
to make every member of the team 
feel valued.” 

According to Alex El Adl ’19, 
the team had few members who 
had been skilled before the season 
started, but became a competitive 
team toward the end of the season 
thanks to its persistence.

“I think our number one 
strength was that we improved a 
lot over the season, and we work 
really hard. At Andover, wrestling 
is not a sport where we mainly 
have I guess what you call ‘studs,’ 
or people that are already good 
before the season starts, and then 
other people that help them win. 
This year, a lot of our team mem-
bers were new, and then as we 
practiced throughout the season, 
at the beginning, we were losing 
matches, but as we got to the end, 
we were one of the top three teams 
in the league, because we got those 
new people to a level that could 
compete with experienced wres-
tlers,” said El Adl.

O’Neil added, “Whether it be 
cheering a teammate on during a 
match or helping them drill, every 
member of the team looked out for 
one another and helped each oth-
er improve. I was also impressed 
by the team’s work ethic this year. 
Along with out-of-season training 

at Doughboys, a local wrestling 
club, the team showed up for cap-
tain’s practices throughout the fall 
and worked out in the gym after 
practices all throughout the sea-
son.”

Nugent, Matt Suri ’21, and Ar-
chambault explained how the 
team improved its strategy and 
confidence over the course of the 
season.

 “We worked on being confi-
dent and being aggressive when 
we stepped out onto the mat, 
which is super important. It re-
ally sets the tone for the match, 
and the dual meet in general, just 
having confidence in your ability 
and your training, and being able 
to showcase all the hard work you 
put in during practices and the off 
season,” said Nugent.

“Throughout the season a big 
goal was perseverance on the mat. 
We trained to always stay strong 
and outlive our opponent through 
the three rounds,” said Suri.

Archambault added, “In wres-
tling, you can do a move against 
different opponents, and need to 
finish the move in different ways 
depending on how your oppo-
nent reacts. We really worked on 
different scenarios and different 
looks to practice reacting quickly 
in those situations. We also really 
worked on chain wrestling - per-
forming one move after the other 
without hesitation, and react-
ing quickly to how an opponent 
counters your move.”

Next season, Andover Wres-
tling looks to continue its success 
by developing both its new and re-
turning members. Pablo Sanchez 
’19 and Eamon Garrity-Rokous ’20 
will serve as the team’s captains.

LILLIE COOPER

WRESTLING

R.PREM/THEPHILLIPIAN
Alex El Adl ’19 won his December 15 match against a Brooks opponent with a pin.

A.BORISS/THEPHILLIPIAN

Co-Captain Quinn Doyle ’18 was introduced to hockey by his father, who 
played for a few years in the NHL.
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Girls Finish Off Successful Season with One Point Win Over Exeter

After clinching a second 
place finish in the 1000-meter, 
Michaela Jones ’18 took three 
points, sealing a 55-54 victory 
against Phillips Exeter Academy. 
Andover finished with a final re-
cord of 4-1 this winter. 

This win was a highlight of the 
season, especially since it was 
the first time competing against 
Exeter in the Snyder Center. 
In this meet, Captain Frederic-
ka Lucas ’18 and Jones claimed 
35 points together for Andover. 
Lucas finished first in the high 
jump, the 55-meter dash, and the 
300-meter, while Jones claimed 
victories in both the 1-mile and 
the 2-mile. Lucas also took home 
first place in the 4x200-meter 
relay, alongside runners Isobel 
Glass ’21, Rachel Chang ’20, and 
Post-Graduate (PG) Sophia Slov-
enski ’18.

Lucas said, “Going almost un-
defeated and beating Exeter by 
one point on the last meet was in-
tense and crazy. The whole meet 
was kind of like a rollercoaster. 
There were places where we 
were ahead, there were plac-
es where they were ahead, so it 
was hard to tell which way it was 
going to swing. When we ended 
up winning by one-point, it was 
a nail-biter. Undoubtedly, I’d say 
that was the most exciting meet 
of the season.”

Head Coach Rebecca Hession 
said, “Andover/Exeter Girls has 
traditionally been a very close 
meet. I think that if you go back 
and look at the history, often 
times, it is a one-point win. If 
not, it would be a two-point win. 
You know, rarely is it a blow out, 
and so I think that for the girls’ 
to have the opportunity to have 
an incredibly competitive meet. 
Of course, to have the icing on 
the cake of coming out one-point 
ahead in the Snyder center for 
the very first time was certainly 
a highlight of the girls’ season.”

Andover also dominated in 
the field events, securing first in 
the long jump and a 1-2-3 sweep 
in the pole vault, which was led 
by Slovenski, who cleared 10 ft. 
6 in. This height matched her 
school record and raised the fa-
cility record by six inches.

When asked about what con-
tributed to her win, Slovenski 
credits the team spirit.

“The track family is a group 
of people that can always count 
on each other. When you see the 
spirit and support that we have 
for one another at the meets, you 
will understand why I see it as 
the most amazing thing ever. I 
have never had a team like that, 
ever. It is phenomenal. I see the 
team as a family, 100%,” Slovens-
ki said.

Throughout the season, Lu-
cas’ leadership allowed athletes 
on the team to strive to improve 
with each and every coming 
meet by acting as a role mod-
el herself, according to Chang 
and next year’s Captain, Georgia 

Ezell ’19.
Chang said, “I think Fred 

made a huge impact this year. I 
feel like she’s just a great role 
model. In almost every meet, she 
runs four events, which is really 
incredible. She never complains 
about it. In the locker rooms be-
fore meets, she’s always friend-
ly and greets people. She calms 
us down before the meet. I feel 
like I can always go to her to ask 
questions. She’s a great leader, 
and not in a way that’s loud and 
scary, but in the sense that she’s 
always calm and collected. She’s 
almost like a reassurance for me, 
because I always get really ner-
vous before races.”

Ezell said, “Fred is such a 
strong and supportive member 
of the track community. She is 
such a great leader because she 
leads by example. She puts 100% 
effort into everything, whether 
it be the warm-up, the condi-
tioning days, or the races. Even 
on days off, you see her training. 
She’s the most inspirational fig-
ure.”  

Despite many of the strongest 
team members graduating, the 
team is confident in the ability 
of talented newcomers and im-
proving returners, according to 
Coach Hession, Slovenski and 
Lucas.

Coach Hession said, “I am ex-
cited for the opportunity to build 
off of this year. I think that is the 
tradition of the girls’ program. 
We consistently have depth go-
ing through all the grades, and 
are always sad to see our leaders 
and our seniors graduate, but are 
always very confident in the im-
pact that they have made in the 
younger athletes. I’m also excit-
ed because we are also confident 
that those younger athletes will 
grow and fill the shoes in a way 
that maintains the strength of 
the team as a whole.”

Slovenski said, “I know that 
with all the newcomers and the 
improved returners, especially 
with the talent we have in the 
lowerclassmen, that we will have 
a really strong team next year as 
well. I was only here for one year, 
but I’ve become part of such a 
big family that I will miss it so 
much.” 

Lucas added, “I’ll miss the 
team. But, I know that this year 
we had such great talent, espe-
cially from the lower classmen 
and those that were new to the 
team. I know that there will be 
great talent on the team next 
year as well. I believe we will 
keep winning, keep beating Ex-
eter, and I have no doubts that 
the team will be under great 
hands with Georgia as their cap-
tain.”

In response to being elect-
ed by the team to be next year’s 
Captain, Ezell said, “I am so un-
believably excited to be the cap-
tain for next year. I am so hon-
ored that I was chosen to lead 
this amazing group of people, 
and so humbled that I have been 
given this opportunity. I cannot 
wait to contribute to PATF.”

MIA CHEUNG

GIRLSINDOORTRACK

Andover Boys Indoor Track Undefeated for Third Year in a Row

Andover Boys Indoor Track 
went undefeated this season 
for the third year in a row with 
a season record 5-0. This year 
marked Andover’s first season 
in the Snyder Center, moving 
from the Case Memorial Cage 
after winter break.

The Snyder Center proved 
to be a welcomed upgrade 
from the Cage, boasting a big-
ger facility and higher quality 
material, according to Ayana 
Alemayehu ’21 and Kam Saal-
frank ’21.

Alemayehu said, “The track 
is really easy on your knees be-
cause of the rubber… all of it is 
completely new, no potholes 
[unlike the track in the Cage] … 
and there are tons of lanes, too, 
so tons of people can run on it.”

“You could tell from just 
how big [the Snyder Center] 
is compared to the Cage that 
it can fit more people for more 
of a crowd,” Kam Saalfrank, 
“so, the Snyder Center really 
just has a different atmosphere 
from the Cage.”

Andover hosted all of its 
meets at the Snyder Center 
this year, meaning that new fa-
cility records were set as well. 
Andover started out with a 
bang, with a decisive 92-16-10 
victory over Governor’s and 
Wilbraham & Monson.

At the end of the season, An-
dover’s meet against Phillips 
Exeter Academy came down to 
the 4x400 meter final. Ando-
ver pulled through to win the 
4x400, clinching the victory 
over Exeter, 59-50.

For some athletes, their final 
meet was the non-scoring US-
ATF New England Champion-
ships. 

At the USATF Champion-
ships, Alex Fleury ’20, set the 
Lower record for the mile with 
a time of 4:19.90, placed fifth. 
This time also marked the fast-
est time in the country for high 
school tenth graders this year.

Sam Tobin ’18 said, earli-
er in the season, “One person 
that has been getting better all 
the time is Alex Fleury. He’s 
so good already, and everyone 
foresees an eventual plateau 
but he never stops running 
faster which is pretty incredi-
ble.”

During the final Andover/
Exeter meet at home, Fleu-
ry ran neck and neck with his 
competition and finished with 
an 0.01 second win.

Although injured, this sea-
son’s captain, Giacomo Marino 
’18, continued to participate at 
practices and cheered on his 
teammates during meets, ac-
cording to Michael Turner ’20.

Turner said, “Giacomo has 
been a great captain. He is a 
great source of inspiration for 
every one of us. [An example of 
his inspiration is his] speeches 
for the team before every meet 
for us to get hyped and rallied 
up.”

Indoor Track has always 
been seen as a precursor to 
Outdoor Track. With the new 
Snyder Center, however, inter-
est has gone up for the sport. 
Andover will seek a fourth 
consecutive undefeated season 
next year.

JERRY SHU

BOYSINDOORTRACK

J.BUEHLER/THEPHILLIPIAN

Silvia Alonso Cirbian ’18 holds the Snyder Center facility record for the long jump, at 16 feet and 6.5 inches.

D.ZHU/THEPHILLIPIAN
Myers Hogan ’19 (right) holds a Snyder Center facility record in the Long Jump and  the school record in the 
4x200-meter relay. He will serve as next year’s team captain. Josh Thomas ’19 (left) holds the school record in the 
55-meter dash.
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Boys Swimming Beats Peddie for First Time and 
Secure Runner-Ups at Easterns

The 200-meter medley re-
lay team of Jack Warden ’19, Neil 
Simpson ’19, Lance Freiman ’19, 
and Arnold Su ’20 began the final 
day of racing of the 2017-2018 sea-
son with a New England Division 
I record, Phillips Exeter Academy 
pool record, new school record, 
and surpassed the All-American 
standard in a time of 1:31.15. This 
race set the tone for a strong day of 
competition, which served as the 
culmination to a record-breaking 
season.

“It is exciting to see that we 
were able to [break records in the 
200-meter medley relay] with 
four guys who are all returning, 
but that being said, we still have 
a lot of room for improvement. 
We’re definitely hoping to go even 
faster next year and hopefully 
drop over a full second, and try to 
get under 1:30,” said Neil Simp-
son ’19, who placed second in the 
200-meter individual medley with 
an All-American and school re-
cord-breaking time. 

Captain Nick Isenhower ’18, 
who placed fourth in the 200-
yard freestyle with an All-Amer-
ican time of 1:40.40 and third in 
the 100-yard freestyle in a time of 
46.29 seconds, said, “It was a real-
ly good meet. It was awesome to 
see the guys continue to improve, 
even after Easterns and Exeter, 
and to see some of the guys we 
didn’t have at Easterns get up and 
race and just go for it. I’m really 
proud of how the guys performed, 
and it was a great way to end. I like 
going out on that note.”

The team had an undefeated 
dual-meet season, placed second 
at the Eastern Championships, 
and won the New England Divi-
sion I Championship meet for the 
third year in a row, and its eighth 
championship title since 2007.

Andover achieved 22 personal 
bests out of 28 swims at Easterns, 
and 20 personal bests out of 31 
swims at New Englands.

Andover won its season-opener 
against Choate with a dominant 
score of 102-81, which set the tone 
for a strong season. The following 
weekend, Andover won its first 

away meet against Loomis 116-69. 
After training with their respec-
tive club teams over the break, the 
swimmers continued their streak 
with a historic win against Peddie 
in a score of 96-84 and Suffield 
in a score of 108-78 in a double 
dual-meet. The team’s next two 
meets were back-to-back on Fri-
day night and Saturday afternoon 
against St. John’s Prep and Deer-
field, respectively. Andover topped 
the Prep 112-58 and Deerfield 128-
58. The team won its final home 
meet against Hopkins 123-58. 

After an undefeated regular 
season, the team competed in Lan-
caster, PA in the most prestigious 
high school meet in the country, 
the Eastern Championships, ac-
cording to Head Coach David Fox. 
Placing second out of over thir-
ty teams, the team built off of its 
success and beat Exeter 101-85 the 
following weekend. Just one week 
after its Exeter meet, the team 
traveled back to Exeter and won 
the New England Championships 
with 434 points, 99 more points 
than its closest competitor.

“As for our performance in the 

pool, Coach Fox has made it clear 
that he wanted our best. His phi-
losophy for swimming is that our 
best swims should be at the end 
of the year when they count the 
most for championships, and that 
was the case. Virtually every single 
person had a personal best either 
at Easterns or New Englands. A 
lot of people had personal bests at 
both meets. I think after the hard 
work all throughout the season 
and a lot of really long and chal-
lenging practices, we began to see 
our hard work pay off,” stated Will 
Kantaros ’18, who placed seventh 
and met All-American qualifica-
tion in the 50-Yard Freestyle at 
New Englands. 

According to Kantaros and 
Marcus Lee ’21, the team’s success 
is credited to its camaraderie, fos-
tered by Isenhower.

Kantaros said, “The team is a 
family, there is no question about 
that. Nick has done a tremendous 
job as captain. He has done ev-
erything you could have asked 
for, and more, not only as a leader 
in the pool but also as a leader of 
the team and a leader of bringing 

all our different voices, perspec-
tives, and opinions together. He 
has made us closer and a better 
family.”

Marcus Lee ’21, who placed 
eighth in the 100-meter back-
stroke at New Englands, said, 
“Personally, I think I have im-
proved from being on this team, 
and one of the factors was our 
great captain, Nick. He was really 
open and welcoming to me at the 
start, and he has always been real-
ly encouraging and has showed a 
lot of support, and also my other 
great teammates. We were all re-
ally supportive of each other, and 
I think that was one of the main 
factors of our success this season.”

Isenhower said, “In terms of 
the team as a whole and the whole 
season, it was great to lead these 
guys and see them really just get 
faster and develop. It was an hon-
or to lead them because it’s such a 
close team, and being the position 
of a captain made me see that bet-
ter. I’ve seen it the last three years 
as I have been a swimmer, and this 
year with the captainship I have 
been able to see it from a senior 

perspective, as well, and I think 
that was the need to see all the 
guys and see how the team was 
developing. I know it’s going to 
stay close in the coming years and 
I know it is going to keep getting 
even faster, so I’m excited to see 
how they do.”

The team is graduating seniors 
Isenhower, Kantaros, and Nate 
Smith ’18, but it is hopeful for the 
potential in coming years.

“Nick definitely led the way 
as the captain, but both Nate and 
Will Kantaros played a huge role 
in leading the team this year. Will 
was always ready to give us a nice 
comment of inspiration at the end 
of practice in the team huddle, and 
Nate always had that steady pres-
ence,” said Simpson.

The team’s record breaking 
season is a promising sign for the 
future of the program, and it has 
instilled confidence in its mem-
bers.

Simpson said, “This year, our 
team was definitely the closest 
group of athletes I’ve ever been 
a part of because everybody got 
along so well outside the water, 
and that translates to great work in 
the pool. Working hard alongside 
a bunch of your best friends makes 
it so much easier to grind.”

Freiman, who placed second 
in the 100-yard butterfly with an 
All-American time and sixth in 
the 200-meter individual medley, 
wrote in an email to The Phillip-
ian, “One of the most exciting as-
pects of next year is that, in having 
a successful 2017-2018 season, 
we’ve already done a lot of the 
work to set ourselves up for next 
year’s season. We have a lot of tal-
ent in the lower class-men espe-
cially and seeing them continuing 
to work hard and improve gives 
me confidence that our times will 
continue to improve.”

Isenhower said, “My goal is to 
have given the team something, 
whether it was swimming or just 
teaching them something that I’ve 
learned while at Andover or in life 
in general, so if they have learned 
something from me, then I feel 
like I have done at least an okay 
job. They have done a lot for me, 
as well, each person individually.”

ABBY RYAN

BOYSSWIMMING&DIVING

Girls Swimming Places Second at New England’s

In its 45th year, Andover 
Girls Swimming and Diving 
finished its season undefeat-
ed in New England dual meets 
and earned a second place fin-
ish at the New England Cham-
pionships, in addition to a 
fourth place finish at the East-
ern Championships.

This season, Andover 
achieved a new school record 
in the 200-yard Medley Relay. 
Together, the team of Co-Cap-
tain Emma Donchi ’18, Yifei 
Wu ’18, Co-Captain Allyson Ty 
’18, and Co-Captain Jess Gear-
an ’18 swam a time of 1:47.59.

To start off the season, An-
dover had its first dual meet 
of the season at home against 
Choate on the first weekend 
after Thanksgiving break. De-
spite having only trained for 
two days after break, Andover 
secured a close win in a score 
of 95-91. This marked the first 
of many wins for Andover this 
year, as they continued to dom-
inate the league in bigger and 
bigger victories.

Before winter break, Ando-
ver had a dual meet at Loomis 
Chaffee. The Loomis meet was 
held in a short course meter 
pool, 25 meters, as opposed 
to the standard short course 
yards pool, 25 yards. Despite 
the unusual length, Andover 
dominated the opponent with 
a final score of 118-68.

Andover proved to be resil-
ient throughout the season. 
Andover competed against 
two other schools, Suffield and 
Peddie, in a double dual meet, 
where it suffered its first loss 
of the season, against Peddie, 
who does not compete in the 
New England league. The final 
score was 106-80 against Suff-
ield, and a close loss of 93-90 
against Peddie.

According to Gearan, An-
dover’s two most competitive 
dual meets were against Deer-
field and rival Phillips Exeter 
Academy.

Gearan said, “Both teams 
are known to be incredibly 
strong, so we had to train hard 
throughout the weeks leading 
up to these meets.”

The dual meets were away 
and held at Deerfield and Ex-

eter respectively. Despite the 
lack of home advantage, An-
dover was able to defeat both 
opponents decisively. Against 
Deerfield, Andover won 116-
70. 

In its final home meet of the 
season, Andover raced against 
Hopkins on February 10. Like 
usual, Andover secured a de-
cisive win as part of their un-
defeated record. During this 
meet, Andover’s seniors were 
recognized as it was their last 
competition in Andover’s pool.

The dual-meet against Ex-
eter was held the week after 
the team competed at East-
erns, one of the largest high 
school championship meets in 
the nation. Andover overcame 
this challenge to defeat Exeter 
111-75.

This year, Andover com-
peted in two big champion-
ship meets, the first of which 
is Easterns, held in Lancaster, 
PA, an eight-hour drive away 
from Phillips Academy. 21 
teams competed in the presti-
gious high school competition 
this year.

At Easterns, Andover 
achieved 42 season bests and 
29 personal bests out of 43 in-
dividual and relay events, one 
of which was the record break-
ing 200-yard medley relay. In 
the end, Andover placed 4th 
among the strongest teams in 
the nation, with a score of 479 
points.

Andover ended its season at 
Exeter, competing at the Divi-
sion I New England Swimming 
and Diving Championships. 
According to Grace Hitchcock 
’20, the final meet was the ul-
timate culmination of all the 
hard work, passion, and enthu-
siasm the team has put into the 
season.

Hitchcock said, “I think ev-
ery swimmer came to the final 
meet, with awesome training 
and hard work under their 
belts, ready to compete for Big 
Blue and do their best for the 
team. Our passion for the sport 
and enthusiasm for the team 
drove us to take second place 
at the final championships, 
where most girls achieved sea-
son bests, if not personal bests, 
and scored big. With tons of 
cheering and team energy, we 

had a lot of fun at the meet and 
happily took second place, fin-
ishing off a great season with 
more fantastic swimming.”

According to Gearan, An-
dover’s depth and team ener-
gy proved to be a key factor in 
collecting many points.

Gearan said, “Our depth 
proved to help us a ton, as we 
had lots of girls in finals scor-
ing points which led us to fin-
ish in second place overall. The 
atmosphere at the meet was in-
tense as everyone was focused 

and ready to do their job, but 
it was also upbeat and excit-
ing, and everyone was having 
lots of fun swimming fast and 
cheering on their teammates.”

Andover will graduate sev-
en seniors. Ty, Donchi, Gearan, 
Wu, Emma Chatson ’18, Sarah 
Choi ’18, and Sarah Zhao ’18 
have proudly served as part of 
the Andover swimming pro-
gram in their last season of 
their high school careers. Tran 
and Macey Mannion ’19 will 
serve as Co-Captains for the 

2019 season.
According to Donchi, Tran 

has proven to be a key member 
of the team. 

Donchi said, “While every-
one positively impacted the 
team in their own way, Liz was 
a wonderful leader this season 
and it was great to be able to 
swim alongside her.”

Donchi continued, “I am 
confident that Liz and Macey 
will be amazing captains next 
year and cannot wait to see 
how they lead the team.”

ARNOLD SU

GIRLSSWIMMING&DIVING

I.LEE/THEPHILLIPIAN
Will Kantaros ’18, was named an All-American after finishing the 50-Yard Freestyle at the New England Champion-
ships in 21.74 seconds. His time was the 9th-fastest ever for an Andover swimmer over the distance.

D.ZHU/THEPHILLIPIAN

Graleigh Jones ’21 earned a 7th-place finish in the 500-meter freestyle at the New England Championships, with a 
time of 5:22.08 minutes, as well as a 12th-place finish in the 200-meter individual medley relay, in 2:14.19 minutes.
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Co-Captains Jess Wang ’18 and Isaac Newell ’18 Secure First and Second 
Place Finishes in Multiple Races

Andover Cycling has attended 
a total of seven races throughout 
the season, bringing in promising 
performances in each race. Un-
der the leadership of Co-Captain 
Jess Wang ’18 and Co-Captain 
Isaac Newell ’18, both of which 
have cycled since their Junior 
year, the team had a rebuilding 
season with significant improve-
ments from all the racers. 

Andover Cycling had a strong 
start to its season as it traveled to 
Motor Speedway in Loudon, N.H. 
for its first race of the season with 
robust performances from both 
new and returning riders, placing 
third in the entire race. The high-
light of the race was the Girls A 
Race in which Wang and Grace 
Hitchcock ’20 placed second and 
third respectively. Ever since, 
Wang and Hitchcock has been 
a powerful duo in cycling races, 
placing first and second respec-
tively in multiple races, including 
the Grafton North Challenge and 
the Killington Mountain School 
(KMS) Hill Climb Trial. 

As the season proceeded, the 
cyclists were exposed to many 
different types of cycling races 
including a team-based race, in-
dividual based race, and a time 
trial. The cyclists’ most memora-
ble races is the KMS Hill Climb 
Trial in Vermont, according to 
Wang. This race primarily con-
sisted of climbing up a mountain 
throughout the entire race with a 
total of 1200 feet of elevation gain 
within four miles.

Wang said that this time trial 
was a painful, yet invigorating 
race to be proud of. Additionally 
she said the race reminded her 
of her strong bond with Newell, 
who has been cycling with her 
for four years, and of the exten-
sive team camaraderie that exists 
within the team. 

Wang wrote in an email to The 
Phillipian, “The main highlight 
of this race was finishing the 
race knowing I had completely 
emptied the tank. At the end, my 
legs and throat burned so bad-
ly, I thought I was about to pass 
out. But even through the pain, 
I was feeling extremely proud 
of both my teammates and all 
the competitors out there who 
gave it their all. It’s a true char-
acter-building race; you start out 
thinking, I’m not sure if I can 
do this and you finish thinking, 
Wow, I really just did that.”

Wang continued, “[Specific to 
the race], my co-captain, Isaac 
Newell’18 deserves major kudos, 
because it was his fourth time 
racing the KMS race. Every year, 
I witness him getting faster and 
faster, and I think that’s amazing. 
I’m honored to co-captain with 
him because he inspires me to a 
better cyclist and a teammate ev-
eryday.”

According to Hitchcock, this 
race challenged her on both a 
physical and mental level. 

Hitchcock said, “Honestly, the 
main highlight of the race was 
seeing the finish line. This race 
was almost straight uphill and 
very steep most of the way. Psy-
chologically, it was so challenging 

to constantly see the road going 
up and up in front of you. When 
I made that final turn and saw 
the finish line, with some of my 
teammates cheering alongside 
the road, it made the pain and 
difficulty of getting there worth 
it, not to mention how motivating 
it was to have the end in sight af-
ter more than 20 minutes of hard 
cycling. Being an individual time 
trial means that this race was all 
about in-your-head determina-
tion to keep climbing, so finishing 
the race is truly a feat to accom-
plish.”

According to Wang, her and 
Newell’s attitudes and devotion 
to the team significantly changed 
since becoming captains as they 
realized the significance of team 
camaraderie in addition to racing 
at peak performance. 

Wang said, “I think this season 
was substantially different from 
the past three seasons I have been 
on the team, because I definitely 
wanted to focus more on making 
the team really close by organiz-
ing team dinners, arranging team 
psychs, and bringing the team 
closer. The girls had a stellar sea-
son. We have been dominating 
the Girls category, even though 
it’s four of us. We’ve exhibited 
significant depth, and I am confi-
dent that the team will be in very 
good position next year.”

According to Newell, his cap-
taincy has enabled him to gain 
new perspectives of the sport in 
addition to realizing the signifi-
cance of having a good leader on 
the team. 

Newell said, “It has been such 

an exciting, fresh experience for 
me to be finally leading this team 
after being on the team for three 
years which I loved and looked 
up towards who have been lead-
ing the team. As a captain, I defi-
nitely focused on forging close 
relationships within my team-
mates by inspiring them as well 
as fostering a positive attitude 
within the team. This is what 
I have been primarily focusing 
on throughout the season, hav-
ing people being positive and 
encouraged to try their best and 
channel all their competition in a 
healthy way.”

Wang continued, “As a captain, 
it has been a huge privilege to see 
every person on the team grow 
and make huge improvements 
in their abilities… Also, I would 
like to say a huge thanks to the 
coaches [Coach Benjamin Du-
clos, Head Coach Samuel Zaeder 
’83, and Coach Coreen Martin]. 
They sacrifice so much time for 
this team, driving for many hours 
to take us to the races in Maine 
and Vermont. They are always 
looking out for us and they have 
definitely been a driving force in 
the success of the team.”

RIKU TANAKA

CYCLING

SPRING SPORTS

Andover Wins Third Straight New England Championship

Andover Girls Track & Field 
earned its third straight title in the 
annual New England Prep School 
Track Association (Nepsta) D1 
Championships on May 19, after 
kicking off its 2018 season with 
three consecutive wins.

Andover had a top-five finish-
er in every single event at Nepsta 
Championships out of 17 contest-
ed, except for the Shot Put. It won 
eight events: the 4x100-Meter 
Relay, by Rachel Chang ’20, Vic-
toria Kadiri ’20, Isobel Glass ’21, 
and Captain Fredericka Lucas ’18; 
the 100-Meter Dash and 200-Me-
ter Dash, by Lucas; the 300-Meter 
Hurdles, by Tessa Conrardy ’20; 
the 3,000-Meter run, by Michaela 
Jones ’18; the 4x400-Meter Relay, 
by Lillie Cooper ’21, Lindsay Rosen-
berg ’19, Sadie Cheston-Harris ’20, 
and Jones; and the Pole Vault and 
Javelin Throw, by Sophia Slovenski 
’18, whose mark of 10 feet 10 inches 
was a Nepsta record and smashed 
the standing school record by over 
a foot. Lucas was named meet 
MVP.

The team has broken four 
school and class records this year: 

Slovenski broke the school re-
cord for the Pole Vault and Javelin 
events, Kadiri broke the Lower re-
cord for the Long Jump, and Con-
rardy broke the Lower record for 
the fastest 100-Meter Hurdle.

Lucas said, “One athlete that has 
really stood out this season is Victo-
ria Kadiri. Returning to the 4x100 
Relay team, she has consistently 
been able to get the team ahead 
early in the race and has shown im-
pressive flexibility, running which-
ever leg is necessary for her to run 
in a given meet. She has also been a 
consistent point scorer in the Long 
Jump and is the team’s top long 
jumper this year.”

“Tessa has been killing the track 
game thus far in the season. She’s 
earned the team over 30 points 
this year. She runs a lot of differ-
ent events and scores well in all of 
them. Her work ethic is incredible,” 
added Maddy Silveira ’20.

According to Allison Zhu ’19, the 
team’s meet against Phillips Exeter 
Academy and St. Paul’s has been 
the most memorable thus far.

Zhu said, “The natural glow of 
the sunset illuminated the field, 
and as I jumped up and down, 
cheering at the top of my lungs, I 
heard my whoops and hollers echo 

all the way down the track, which 
was lined by my teammates. The 
cheering became louder and loud-
er as the runners approached the 
400-meter mark, and when the last 
Andover singlet whooshed past the 
finish line to take first place, in that 
moment, smiling and hugging my 
teammates, I felt a huge wave of 
pride and love for my team.”

For Glass, Andover’s Saturday 
night meet against Loomis Chaffee, 
specifically the 4x400 Relay, was 
one she would never forget.

Glass wrote in an email to The 
Phillipian, “Leading up to this 
meet, every single time we prac-
ticed handoffs, I always seemed 
to be the one to drop or just mess 
up the baton somehow, which had 
me a little nervous leading into the 
race!” 

 “Prior to the race, Fred told 
me we’d be fine and to have confi-
dence. The race started, and I got a 
perfect handoff from Victoria and 
was neck and neck with another 
girls team next to us. I was set on 
making a good handoff to Frederic-
ka and taking her advice to be con-
fident in my handoff. Fred received 
the smooth handoff incredibly, 
and she pulled through in the final 
stretch for us to get under 50 sec-

onds and beat all the other teams, 
which I think we were all pretty 
happy about,” continued Glass.

Andover’s team spirit has also 
been important in its meets and 
success, according to Lucas.

“At the beginning of every meet 
and every practice, the team does 
jumping jacks, a jacket toss, and 
our traditional ‘Blue, Hard Body’ 
cheer. These rituals are unique to 

Andover track and are really ef-
fective in two ways: they bond the 
team together, and they intimidate 
the competition, said Lucas.

Editor’s Note: Allison Zhu is a 
Commentary Editor for The Phil-
lipian. Tessa Conrardy is an Illustra-
tion Editor for The Phillipian.

ANDREW COHEN

GIRLSTRACK&FIELD

Boys Track and Field Secures Runner-Up in Nepsac Championships

Andover Boys Track & Field 
concluded an undefeated regu-
lar season with a second-place 
finish out of twelve schools 
competing at the New England 
Prep School Track Association 
(Nepsta) Division I Champi-
onships on May 19. The team 
earned a total of 57 points, 
beating out third-place Cho-
ate, with 56 points, and fifth-
place Phillips Exeter Acade-
my, with 47 points, but losing 
heavily to host school Loomis 
Chaffee, which accumulated a 
staggering 107 points.

As the 2017 Nepsta champi-
ons and coming off an unde-
feated season, Andover was a 
strong contender for the title. 
The team aimed to be back-to-
back champions, and had con-
sistently improved throughout 
the season in preparation for 
the championship, according 
Alex Fleury ’20 and Liu Roth-
schild ‘20.

“For the team, my main 
goals were to win Interschols 
and to have a successful season 
leading up to it. So far, the lat-
ter has held true; I have seen 
all of my teammates progress 
and develop by working hard 
and racing well at the meets. 
As for Interschols, I think it 
is going to be a great day with 
lots of competition. I know we 
have a chance at winning, but 

it is going to take everyone’s 
hardest efforts,” said Fleury.

Rothschild added, “The 
team has progressed and im-
proved by pushing each other 
and working hard and doing 
our individual parts in order to 
be successful.”

Although Track & Field con-
sists of many individual as-
pects, the team’s spirit and in-
clusive atmosphere has helped 
it find success in its competi-
tions this season, according to 
Abhi Tadikonda ’20 and Fleury.

“The key to the team’s suc-
cess this season has definitely 
been… our team spirit and per-
severance. We as a team have 
learned how to work effective-
ly together even though track 
is such a individual sport. Ev-
ery day we begin practice as 
a team through our warm ups 
and stretches. We encour-
age each of our teammates to 
try to perform their best and 
push them to success,” said Ta-
dikonda.

“I think the team has been 
successful because we all got 
to know each other and we 
learned how to work well to-
gether. We have become great 
teammates, and we always 
cheer each other on at meets,” 
said Fleury.

Each individual event also 
focused on improving its in-
dividual skills over the course 
of the season in order to help 
the team be successful in all 

aspects of the meet.
Tadikonda said, “Each event 

group has been working su-
per hard to improve form and 
technique that will allow the 
team to score higher points in 
a meet. Specifically, for me, I 
have been working on my plant 
and turn in Vole vault, so I can 
get the higher heights I have 
been hoping for. Each event 
group is different but the goal 
is the same: improvement.”

According to Tadikonda, the 
majority of the team has found 
the event that they enjoy the 
most and the one that best 
suits the team’s needs, help-
ing the team to be successful 
across the board. 

“Since track is a relative-
ly free sport in the sense that 
one is allowed to choose what 
event they want to do, my goals 
for the team entering this sea-
son was to have everyone find 
the event they enjoy the most 
and work hard to be the best 
at that event. I feel we have 
accomplished this goal better 
than any other season so far. 
We have had so many people 
try events they are not used to 
and actually realize they enjoy 
them. Personally, I started re-
ally loving track when I found 
the event that made me happy,” 
said Tadikonda.

The team persevered 
through uncontrollable condi-
tions such as weather extremes 
and consecutive meets in order 

to train for success, according 
Spencer Davis ’18.

“We’ve had a couple of 
meets in challenging weath-
er, either too hot or [too] cold. 
It’s been a pretty challenging 
meet schedule recently with 
a Wednesday meet, Saturday 
meet, and Wednesday meet, 
so there hasn’t been too much 
time to really be able to focus 
solely on training. The week 
and a half before Interschols 
will help,” said Davis.

According to Fleury, the 
highlight of the season was the 
Hunt Relays, an annual day of 

relay events hosted by Deer-
field.

“So far, I think the highlight 
of the season has been the Hunt 
Relays… I think we really boost 
team chemistry here, working 
together at every moment to 
get the win,” said Fleury.

Noble Ohakam ’18 added, 
“My hope for the rest of this 
season is for a repeat of last 
year where both the boys and 
girls team to took home two 
championships at Interschols.”

LINDA BIBEAU

BOYSTRACK&FIELD

J.BUEHLER/THEPHILLIPIAN
Sadie Cheston-Harris ’20 (left) was undefeated outdoors over 800 meters 
as of May 19, boasting three wins and a personal best of 2:26.62 minutes.

J.BUEHLER/THEPHILLIPIAN
Abigail Johnson ’19 finished her season ranked 13th out of 19 riders in the 
Girls A division.

J.BUEHLER/THEPHILLIPIAN
Sam Tobin ’18 (left) is one of four runners on the team boasting a sub-2:00 
minute 800-meter personal best.
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Andover Aims to Take Home Championship Title

Despite the recent injury of cap-
tain and first seed Chase Denholm 
’18, Andover Boys Varsity Tennis 
has executed a nearly undefeated 
season so far with six wins out of 
seven games and a second place 
finish in the New England Mid At-

lantic Tournament Championship. 
This team won the Class A Nepsac 
Championship title this season. 
So far this season, Andover has 
pulled off several blowout matches 
against BB&N, Taft, Andover High 
School, and St. Paul’s. 

Adam Mofid ’21 said, “We had a 
pretty good start to the season, and 
all of our players were strong and in 
good health. Then throughout the 
season we had some players who 
slowly got injured, highlighted by 
our captain and number one play-
er’s injury, Chase Denholm.” 

Denholm wrote in an email to 
The Phillipian, “It has been dis-
appointing to be injured during a 
few important games this season, 
as I would have loved to be playing 
and helping the team. I did my best 
from the sideline, and I think the 
guys managed to pick up their play 
with me out of the lineup.”

The team’s closest game was 
against Deerfield, which ended 
with a 4-3 win, ultimately coming 
down to Sean Kralik ’19’s fifth seed 
match. 

Mofid said, “[It] came down to 
Sean Kralik’s match. He was actu-

ally cramping in the final match but 
was able to pull through.” 

The players’ grit has helped 
them to push through some of the 
toughest matches of the season, ac-
cording to Denholm.

Denholm wrote, “I have been 
impressed with Nash Johnson [’20] 
and Aidan Burt [’21]’s play all year 
especially against Deerfield. They 
have shown great grit throughout 
their matches and their individual 
records display that.”

In its only non-tournament loss 
of the season, Andover battled an 
also undefeated Groton but fell 2-4. 
Denholm’s inability to play  proved 
difficult to overcome, and although 
Andover was able to take the dou-
bles matches, it fell in the singles. 
Burt said, “Chase was not able to 
play; he was recovering from his 
injury. We narrowly lost; I am sure 
with Chase healthy we could have 
beaten them.” Andover will most 
likely face Groton again in the sea-
son culminating tournament. If the 
team beats Choate this Saturday, it 
will only have to face Groton once 
in the finals of the tournament, 
raising its chances of winning the 

title.
According to Mac Katkavich ’21, 

one of the key factors in the team’s 
success this season is the depth in 
the lineup, which is evident in the 
way that the team has continued 
to dominate as lower seed players 
have had to play up due to injuries. 
Katkavich said, “We have had a lot 
of depth on our team. Once you got 
to the fifth player through the ninth 
player on the team could all beat 
each other on a given day.” 

One highlight of the season was 
the team’s trip to Pennsylvania for a 
doubles tournament.

Katkavich said, “We went on 
a trip to Pennsylvania for a dou-
bles tournament, and you kind of 
have to find something to do when 
your crammed into a van for nine 
hours. Just hanging out with them 
throughout that weekend was 
great.”

Before the end of the season, the 
team has yet to face Brooks, Cho-
ate, and Phillips Exeter Academy in 
its non-tournament schedule. 

Denholm said, “I am looking 
forward to our final match of the 
season against Exeter, a tough op-

ponent. I am hoping we can get 
a rematch against Groton during 
playoffs, so I can face off against 
Groton, as I missed that match.”

Denholm continued, “Looking 
back on my Andover career, hon-
estly I will miss all of my team-
mates from each of my years. It is 
quite surreal to think as a [Junior] 
on the team some of the guys had 
such a profound effect on me and 
my attitude towards tennis and the 
advice that I have been given to get 
through my time here. It is tough to 
think I am going into my last few 
weeks, and I just want to make it 
enjoyable for the team and my-
self as the previous captains have 
done.”

Looking forward to the 2019 
season, with only two graduating 
Seniors and six rising Juniors and 
Lowers, Andover looks to have a 
strong returning cohort, according 
to Mofid.

Mofid said, “Losing the Seniors 
will be tough but we have a pretty 
young team so looking forward to 
developing that as we get stronger 
and all.”

ELIZA SANDELL

BOYSTENNIS

Girls Tennis Boasts Third Undefeated Regular Season In Three Years

For the second year in a row, 
Andover Girls Tennis stands unde-
feated. The team’s regular-season 
record stands at 7-0, as of May 9, 
including multiple 9-0 sweep vic-
tories. The nine-woman team com-
prised of three Seniors, three Up-
pers, one Lower, and two Juniors 
is the defending Nepsac champion 
and hasn’t lost a regular-season 
match since 2016, when it boasted 
an 10-1 record.

Despite the team’s overall suc-
cess, Andover met fierce compe-
tition its fourth match of the sea-
son. Hotchkiss came out strong, 
triumphing in the early sets of 
the match, according to Hannah 
Zhang ’21.

“[Hotchkiss was] a pretty tough 
team and started off with the lead, 
but we were able to come back in 
the end with some girls winning 
their second sets and third-set tie-
breakers,” said Zhang.

Despite Hotchkiss’s initial lead, 

Andover’s resilience and determi-
nation gave the team the ability to 
bounce back and secure the win 
against a tough opponent, accord-
ing to Co-Captain Lauren Lee ’18.

“We won 5-4 and came back in 
numerous tough matches, really 
helping us gain momentum for the 
rest of the season,” said Lee.

“Winning against a strong team 
like theirs felt like such an accom-
plishment for the whole team,” said 
first-seed Reimi Kusaka ’21.

The team also used its close 
match against Hotchkiss as a learn-
ing experience and as inspiration to 
continue to work hard and improve 
in practice, according to Kusaka.

She said “Throughout this sea-
son, our match against Hotchkiss 
has been the closest so far. With 
the advice from our teammates and 
coaches, we practice our flaws to 
bring better play onto the court.”

The team attributes much of its 
success to the closeness of its play-
ers, coaches, and managers.

“One thing that surprised me 

about this season was about how 
quickly the team bonded. Within a 
week or two, everyone was so com-
fortable with each other, and now 
we are inseparable both on and off 
the court,” said Kusaka. “My favor-
ite memory of the season is when 
our coach [Deborah Chase] treated 
the whole team with milkshakes 
and fries at UBurger.”

Lee added, “I love the girls so, so 
much. Each girl brings something 
to the team, and without the nine of 
us and our wonderful coaches and 
managers, it doesn’t feel complete.”

According to Lee, the team’s en-
ergy helped the players give every 
match their all.

“I absolutely love the time before 
matches with the team. There’s 
this mixture of anxiousness and ex-
citement. We blast music, warm up, 
but more importantly come togeth-
er as a team to represent Andover, 
ready to leave everything out on the 
court,” said Lee.

After winning the Nepsac tour-
nament last year, Andover bore 

the pressure of defending its title 
as league champion but remained 
confident in its ability to stay com-
posed under pressure and fiercely 
determined to repeat as champi-
ons.

Lee said, “There’s definitely 
pressure. No doubt about it. But we 
are more than up for the challenge 
of defending our title. We’ve been 
working hard to maintain our re-
cord, and as long as we go into this 
week’s match against Milton and 
the championships with the same 
level headed humility and deter-
mination, I am positive good things 
will come.”

Most of all, the team looked to 
finish out its 2018 season by spend-
ing it together as a team.

“I will definitely miss playing on 
the tennis team here; it has been 
such a privilege and honor to be 
a part of such a great group,” said 
Charlotte Welch ’18.

The team played its quarter-
final matches on the morning of 
Saturday, May 19, and played its 

semifinal matches that same after-
noon. Andover Girls Tennis placed 
as the first runner-up after its final 
matches at the Nepsac Champion-
ships on Sunday, May 20.

JULIET GILDEHAUS

GIRLSTENNIS

Andover Remains The Only Undefeated Team In New England

Girls Crew is nearing the end 
of the season as the only currently 
undefeated team in New England, 
as of May 8. A strong team of row-
ers has propelled Andover to G1 
victories over Brookline, Salisbury, 
Kent, Hingham, Boston Latin, and 
St. Paul’s so far this spring.

During their race against Kent, 
G1 won by 10.1 seconds, Andover’s 
first victory over the school in eight 
years. 

Brooklyn Wirt ’21 said, “One 
of the biggest upsets of this sea-
son was the Kent race, when G1 
was able to finally beat Kent after 
many years of losing. We currently 
have the trophy on display in our 
boathouse, and it’s a big source of 
pride.”

Another particular triumph for 
Andover was its race against St. 
Paul’s, according to Sascha Evans 
’21.

“A major win for [G3] was when 
we won against St. Paul’s [on May 
5]. Last year, [St. Pauls] swept the 
girls side, and this year, G1 and G2 
both won [for our team]. For G3 
we had to redo our start because 

[...] the boats go too close [...] Our 
first start was a little shaky, and 
tight. [But after the second start], 
there was just so much motivation 
throughout the entire boat, [and we 
ultimately won],” said Evans.

Last year, St. Paul’s and Kent 
placed first and second respective-
ly at the New England Interscho-
lastic Rowing Association Regatta 
while Andover placed third.

Co-Captain Lila Brady ’18 point-
ed to strong starts, strong finishes, 
and practices alongside the boys 
team as contributing to the team’s 
success.

“We have been working on not 
settling when we are far ahead 
in a race, and still giving our all-
out best effort. When the season 
started, our racing starts were our 
weakness, and we have completely 
turned them around through dili-
gent practice, so that we really own 
our starts and make sure we start 
off our races ahead, instead of start-
ing behind and walking up past 
other boats. We have been prac-
ticing with the boys, and we are 
so grateful that they provide some 
great added competition,” wrote 
Brady in an email to The Phillipian.

Wirt also pointed to race-simu-
lation workouts as another factor.

Wirt said, “One day, when we 
didn’t have an actual race, we went 
and raced pieces instead to prepare 
for [the Neira Regatta]. And all of 
the little things, throughout the 
season you are just adjusting, and 
that makes your boat faster.” 

Andover was fueled by new-
comer Mia Levy ’21, among other 
new rowers, according to Wirt and 
Evans.

“Mia came into the team with 
some previous rowing experience. 
She was initially in G2, just to get 
some more rowing experience, 
but then she got moved to G1. She 
is very strong, a great team player, 
and always brings tons of energy 
and effort,” said Wirt.

Evans added, “We went into it 
with some of the girls not having 
ever raced before, including me, 
some novices, and it was a wide 
mix of people. A girl from the boat 
last year said she had never seen 
[G3] so strong. We still had to work 
on a lot of things, like our technique 
and how much we rush. In the last 
race you could really see a differ-
ence, like how we were controlling 

and we actually felt like we were 
moving as one.”

The team also ended its regu-
lar season at the New England In-
terscholastic Rowing Association 
Championships (Neiras) on May 
26, in which all three boats made it 
to the finals. G1 and G2 both placed 
second, while G3 placed third. 

Brady wrote, “We all know that 
there is so much more work to 
be done [than just winning], and 
everyone’s focus has been really 
evident. The team has been in-

credibly positive, uplifting, and in-
clusive this year, and competitive 
in a way where we support each 
other fiercely. It’s such a privilege 
to be part of something that’s big-
ger than you, and to be working to-
wards goals that are for the benefit 
of other people; to be part of a col-
lective effort.”

12 rowers and 2 coxswains will 
travel to the United Kingdom in 
June to compete in the Henley 
Royal Regatta. 

PHOEBE BICKS

GIRLSCREW

Promising First Races For Andover Crew

Over the course of the season, 
the crew team has drastically re-
duced its ergometer (erg) scores 
through its hard work and dedi-
cation to training. Each week, the 
team completes a six-minute erg 
test in order to measure individu-
al improvement over the course of 
the season.

Co-Captain Nate Cruz ’18 said, 
“ The goal of that is to see how 
we can improve over the season. 
I think we just passed as a whole 
team average this year being better 
than last year at the end of the sea-
son and we’re still just beyond the 
halfway mark which is really good 
for us that we’ve got a good pro-
gram and a lot of depth.”

Co-Captain Nick Schoeller ’18 
said, “Everyone on the team has 
been impressed with the progress 
the whole team has made over the 
course of the season. I think a really 
good way of keeping tabs on how 
the team is doing is the weekly erg 
tests we do. Every single week the 
whole team has improved by sev-
eral meters and it is really exciting. 
The coaches today talked about 

how we are getting the numbers 
when we need to and reaching our 
peak later in the season right before 
the championships.”

According to Sebastian Fran-
kel ’20, the team typically displays 
a steady improvement over the 
course of a season. Frankel attri-
butes this to the fact that the team 
does not train in the off-season 
and over the weekend the way that 
many other teams do. This means 
that the team often improves great-
ly throughout the season and per-
forms well at the New England In-
terscholastic Rowing Association 
Championships (Neiras), the final 
league championships.

In preparation for Neiras, each 
boat had specific focuses, but over-
all the the team worked mostly on 
technique and synchronization, ac-
cording to Cruz.

Cruz added, “The goal for the 
season, as is the goal for every sea-
son and every sport, is to just have 
the best time you can and row the 
best races you possibly can. I mean 
the ultimate goal is to get hardware, 
some nice medals for us at Neiras, 
which we’ll find out in a couple of 
weeks but I’d say we’ve had some 

very good races across the board.”
Cruz says he believes that the 

team has the ability to do very well 
overall due to the its fast progres-
sion of improvement. 

Opposite to last year, Head 
Coach Andy Finch now coaches 
the first and second boats while 
Coach Dale Hurley coaches the 
third, fourth, and fifth boats. Ac-
cording to Cruz, one of the major 
factors behind B1 and B2’s success 
this year is the change in coaching 
style. Coach Finch primarily focus-
es on improving technique rather 
than sheer power.

The team faced many challeng-
es in the beginning of the season 
because of many injuries but to-
wards the end of the season the 
team was able to better cement the 
lineups and get into the groove of 
rowing within each boat, according 
to Schoeller.

According to Frankel, the team 
has had difficulty balancing the B1 
and B2 boats.

Frankel said, “I think it’s very 
hard to establish a lineup because 
last year we couldn’t establish a 
definite B2 or B3 lineup and this 
year we can’t find a definite B1 or 

B2. We know who the B1 rowers 
are — they’re just not rowing to-
gether in the right way so we can 
achieve the maximum speed.”

One of the team’s biggest high-
lights of the season was a victory 
against Hingham. Every boat on  
team won by a good margin. The 
team also enjoyed a close camara-
derie and the rowers are consis-
tently supportive of one another, 
according to Schoeller. 

Schoeller said, “I think the at-
mosphere this year has been really 

special. There is really not a com-
petitive tone on the team and I feel 
like it has been really supportive. 
Every week when we are having 
our erg tests everyone is cheering a 
ton and it just gets everyone really 
psyched. I think everyone is really 
committed to the team this year 
and is really excited.”

At Neiras, only B3 made it to 
the finals, in which it placed fifth. 
While B2 did not qualify for any fi-
nal races, B1 made it into the petit 
finals, where it placed second. 

GIGI GLOVER

BOYSCREW

COURTESYOFFRODDYSCHEER
After a years-long losing streak to rival Kent School, Andover beat Kent in 
2018, and currently proudly displays the trophy in its boathouse.

M.CALLAHAN/THEPHILLIPIAN

As of May 18, Andover has won ev-
ery regular-season game but one. 

H.SOLOMON/THEPHILLIPIAN
While hoping for a strong performance at Neiras, only one of Andover’s 
three boats qualified for the finals. 

M.CALLAHAN/THEPHILLIPIAN

Amy Ji ’18 served as co-captain 
alongside Lauren Lee ’18.
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After starting off the 2018 sea-
son with a couple of losses, An-
dover Girls Water Polo, led by 
Co-Captains Eastlyn Frankel ’18 
and Emma Chatson ’18, broke the 
trend and came back with a win-
ning streak. The team’s record was 
6-7. 

Chatson wrote in an email to 
The Phillipian, “Our main goals, 
[as Co-Captains], for the team this 
season were for everyone to have 
fun, work hard and become the 
best team we could be.

Despite having many new play-
ers, who were not only new to the 
team but also to water polo itself, 
the girls were able to work to-
gether as a cohesive unit. This was 
due in large part to the help from 
returning players and the energy 
that all the players had, according 
Gwen Empie ’21 and Sveva Rosati 
’19.

Empie said, “Coming in to wa-
ter polo, I had no idea how to play 
at all since I had no prior experi-
ence to the game, but throughout 
the season I have seen myself and 
all the other new players grow 
from not knowing anything to be-
ing some really good players. A lot 
of our returning players have really 
helped work with the newer play-
ers to get them to where they are 
now.”

“Having a lot of new players this 
season was very exciting because 
they all brought so much ener-
gy and interest to practices and 
games. Their desire to improve 
and become familiar with the sport 
helped push the returning players 
to keep making efforts to improve 
as well,” said Rosati.

Early on in the season, Eliza 
Sandell ’20 got a concussion and 
had to sit out for the rest of the 
games. This impacted the team, 
but the girls were able to bounce 
back and work even harder, ac-
cording to Empie.

Empie said, “[Eliza’s] concus-
sion affected our team, obviously 
negatively since she has not played 
since the second weekend, but we 
were able to build as a whole this 
season and although we missed 
her a lot, we were still able to keep 
our season together. I’m excited 
for her to be back next season.”

According to Empie and Chat-
son, the most memorable game 
of the season was the matchup 
against Deerfield, a game in which 
Andover came back from a losing 
score to win 10-9 after scoring in 
the final moments.

Empie said, “I feel like our best 
game this season was our game 
against Deerfield, and this game 
was particularly exciting to watch 

because we were down the whole 
game but we were able to bring it 
back together in the last minute of 
the game which was really excit-
ing.”

“I think the most memorable 
game was against Deerfield. That 
game was a turning point in our 
season. With sixteen seconds left 
in the game, [Frankel] tied the 
score and Lindi [Schroeder ’20] 
won the game with a powerful 
shot with three seconds left on the 
game clock. After that game, the 
[girls on the] team realized that we 
had so much potential and that we 
could make it into the postseason if 
we wanted to,” wrote Chatson.

The team also faced off against 
Exeter early in the season. Al-
though Andover lost 12-6 and was 
missing multiple players, the girls 
have improved a lot since then, ac-
cording to Chatson and Empie.

Empie said, “Our first game 
against Exeter, we had a few of our 
really strong players missing, and 
it did not go as great as we thought 
it was going to. But, we are really 
excited for what will be in store 
for the next matchup because our 
team has really grown. A lot of us 
have grown a deeper understand-
ing of the game and how to play.”

After losing to Exeter, the team 
was able to begin its winning 
streak, starting off with a strong 
18-5 win over Suffield and con-
tinuing on with wins against teams 
such as Deerfield, Choate and 
Loomis.

As a reflection on this past sea-
son, Chatson and Rosati believe 
that the team has grown in ca-
maraderie and has improved as a 
whole.

“The team has grown exponen-
tially throughout this season. Not 
only have players become so much 
stronger and more confident on an 
individual level, but as a team we 
have found our stride in our abili-
ty to play up each other’s strengths 
and establish strong communica-
tion amongst one another in every 
game we play,” said Rosati.

This year, the team will gradu-
ate three seniors but will look for-
ward to training the new, incoming 
players and to continuing to work 
hard on the different aspects of the 
sport, according to Empie.

“Next year, next season we’ll 
probably just continue learning 
plays and teaching more people 
how to play the sport because we 
are losing three people this year. As 
a whole, we’re just going to keep 
improving on our skills and get 
better at the game,” said Empie.

Co-Captain Emma Chatson 
’18 and MVP Allyson Ty ’18 were 
selected for the All New England 
First Team due to their contribu-
tions to the sport and the league. 

After Falling in the 2017 Finals, Andover 
Strives to Win the CNEPSBL Championship

Andover won the Central New 
England Prep School Baseball 
League (CNEPSBL) Champion-
ship 8-0 against Exeter this sea-
son after losing the championship 
game against Worcester Academy 
last season. The team also holds an 
impressive 18-2 record in the 2017-
2018 season. 

“Last year, we played really well 
in all of our games, but the season 
didn’t really end up the way we 
wanted it to. Ever since then, we’ve 
been playing with a chip on our 
shoulder,” said Ling. “We’ve been 
trying to make sure to get the job 
done and I think that we’ve been 
able to take what we’ve learned 
from last year and translate it to 
this year.”

“Last season left a lot of our re-
turners hungry to do better. You 
can definitely see how the focus 
and intensity has upgraded since 
losing in the championship last 
year,” added Co-Captain Joe Si-
mourian ’18 in an email to The 
Phillipian.

Andover’s success this year has 
largely been due to its strong pitch-
ers, who have allowed the team’s 
opponents just 31 runs in fourteen 
games, holding them to a low .175 
batting average and posting a 1.29 
ERA, according to Head Coach 
Kevin Graber.

“Our pitching has been ex-
tremely good this year. This in-
cludes players like Anthony Red-
fern ’18, Travis Lane ’18, Jackson 
Emus ’19, Sam Conte ’18, LJ Keevan 
’21, Matt Sapienza ’21, and Jake 
Zannazi ’18. I just named about 
seven guys and they’ve all been 
on the mound this year. They’ve 
all had really productive and com-
petitive outings,” said Coach Gra-
ber. “Our record is 12-2 right now 
and you can’t win twelve baseball 
games unless you have a lot of guys 
contributing on the mound and in 
a really positive manner so that’s 
nice to have.”

In addition to its pitching, An-
dover’s offense has been dominant 
this season, racking up 121 runs to 
this point. 

Andover has also been focusing 
on its mental game, and the team 
has become an extremely tight-
knit and hard working group, ac-
cording to Simourian and Ling.

“We’ve just been focusing on 
setting the tempo, being aggressive, 
and getting on the opponents ear-
ly. Success comes often when we 
accomplish those things,” wrote 
Simourian.

“I think the team has done a re-
ally good job this year of just being 
enthusiastic and picking each oth-
er up. Like most years, but this year 
especially, we are very closely knit 
together. No matter what things 
we’re going through, we’re always 
in it together,” added Ling. “This 
year, the captains, Joe and Travis, 
have done a great job of keeping all 
the positive energy flowing.”

An integral part of Andover’s 
growth and development comes 
from “Rock2Rail”, a symbolic 
statement, which demonstrates 
the team’s values, of every player 
doing their job on the field and giv-
ing 100% effort to do what is best 
for the team, according to Coach 
Graber.

“We have this thing, called 
Rock2Rail, which is our manifesto 
of team values. It’s called Rock-
2Rail because on our field, there’s 
a rock dedicated to Mr. Phelps, 
which is near our right field foul 
pole. There’s also a rail in front of 
the dugout and the guys lean on 
it and watch the game as it goes 
along,” said Graber. “Every time 
we’re on the field, the guys usual-
ly give the rock a rub and make a 
wish. Then they make a light jog 
to the rail. Rock2Rail symbolizes 
all of the things we take care of in 
that space, between the rock and 
the rail. These are things such as 
playing with enthusiasm, sprinting 
everything out, hitting unselfishly, 
and other things like that.”

Coming off of a doubleheader 
against Exeter in which the team 
split the games, losing one 2-5 and 
winning the other 4-1, Andover is 
looking to carrying its recent mo-
mentum into its upcoming games 
and through the playoffs.

“Obviously, the championship 
is the biggest goal we have this year 

especially because we didn’t get 
it last year. There are a lot of oth-
er small goals we need to reach in 
order to make that happen,” said 
Ling. “Every day in practice, we’ve 
just been focusing on one thing we 
need to improve on, whether it’s 
defensively, offensively, or pitch-
ing, we just need to find a way to 
make everything better.”

“We’re hoping to get a cham-
pionship. That’s our main goal 
and we’re going to do everything 
we can to accomplish it,” added 
Tristan Latham ’19.

In order to have a truly success-
ful season, Graber aims to bring the 
team to improve after every game 
and feel satisfied with its develop-
ment and performance at the end 
of the year.

“I think the goal is every time 
we play a game, we identify what 
we could have done better, and 
we work on that immediately in 
the next practice and try to do it 
better next time we have a game. 
That’s our process when all is said 
and done,” said Graber. “The goal is 
for the guys to improve and to have 
the season finish and have them 
look back and say, ‘Man I feel like 
I played a lot better, I had a lot of 
fun, and we won a bunch of games.’ 
If you can do those three things in 
a season, then that’s a successful 
season.”

BASEBALL

 LUCAS KIM

SOFTBALL

Two Short of Perfect Season

After seeing great improvement 
over the course of the season, An-
dover Softball completed its sea-
son with a strong 8-2 record and 
as runner-up in the Big East Tour-
nament. Beginning at their Spring 
Break training trip to Florida, the 
team set the goal of becoming clos-
er off the field with the hopes that 
this would translate into greater 
success on the field, according to 
Bridget Santos ’21. According to 
Santos and Emma Slibeck ’20, the 
team accomplished this in addition 
to its other primary goal for the 
season: improving its hitting.

Santos said, “The team has im-
proved this season tremendously, 
and I think that is due to how close 
the team has become this year. 
[When I’ve been] talking to upper-
classmen and returners, they have 
mentioned that the team is as close 
as it’s ever been.”

Slibeck added, “As a team, we 
have come a long way — not only 
in our fielding ability and perfor-
mance at the plate, but also how we 
play together. Certainly, at the be-
ginning of the season, we were do-
ing well making plays getting hits, 
but as the season has progressed 
we have grown to make the extra 
plays that require a little more trust 
and teamwork to commit.”

According to Slibeck, Andover’s 
short game has been one of its big-
gest strengths.

Slibeck said, “Specifically, I 
would say our short game has 
proven to be one of our biggest 
assets. We have sent multiple 
practices laying down bunts and 
placing balls on the field, and it has 
definitely shown through in our 
game play. On the other hand it is 
rare to go a game without Rachel 
Moore ’19, Jacque Harrington ’20, 
or [Co-Captain] Colby Bere ’18 hit-
ting a home run.”

The team demonstrated per-
severance throughout all of its 
games, fighting until the last inning 
in each of its matchups, according 
to Slibeck.

Slibeck said, “Oftentimes, we’re 
a comeback team. We tend to really 

rally, especially in the fifth inning. 
So that drive and determination to 
play the whole game to the best of 
our ability has really helped us se-
cure some important victories.”

According to Sarah Carmichael 
’18, the team also displayed great 
defensive skill. She attributes much 
of the team’s success to Andover’s 
skillful pichers who consistently 
pitched difficult balls. In practice, 
the team has also been working on 
increasing accuracy while diving 
for and throwing balls. 

Over the course of the season 
the team has overcome the chal-
lenges of injuries plaguing players, 
especially second-baseman Bere 
and pitcher Jordan Penoyer ’18. 
According to Santos, both are key 
players, and their absence caused 
the other players to have to step up. 
The injuries have caused the team 
to switch up positions mid-season, 
according to Slibeck

Before the end of the season, 
Slibeck hopes to see someone steal 
all the way to home base.

Slibeck said, “I really want to 
see someone straight steal home, 
which is something we have prac-
ticed a few times in practice. That 
would be really cool. I also want 
to see one of the [Juniors] hit a 
home run just because that would 
be exciting. No pressure, though. 
Besides from that, I hope we keep 
doing what we’re doing and having 
a great time on the field as well.”

GIGI GLOVER AND
TULIO MARCHETTI

New Head Coach Emphasizes Teamwork 
and Grit and Leads Team to Success 

In his first year as a coach at An-
dover, two-time National Champi-
on and professional lacrosse player, 
Head Coach Luke Duprey ’10 has 
pushed Andover Boys Lacrosse 
to focus on uniting as a team. The 
team’s record currently stands at 
8-5, and it is looking forward to 
continuing to grow and work to-
gether for the rest of the season, in-
cluding matchups against Pomfret, 
Choate, and rival Exeter, according 
to Coach Duprey.

“Our biggest lacrosse skill that 
we’ve been working on has been 
playing together. There are six guys 
on an offensive end in lacrosse, and 
there’s six guys on the defensive 
end. So it can’t be six individuals, 
it has to be six players working in 
harmony together. So that’s a skill 
that really evolves as team chemis-
try builds and these guys get repe-
titions with each other, and getting 
used to each other’s unique playing 
styles. So, the longer we’ve gone 
in season, the more they’ve really 
kind of understood each other and 
grown together,” said Duprey.

So far this season, Andover has 
had numerous strong performanc-
es against highly regarded teams in 
its schedule. 

Duprey continued, “We’ve had 
a bunch of big games this year, 
our best win is probably Brew-
ster, which is a very good team in 
New England, and our best per-
formance was against Holderness. 
Our biggest game was against 
Salisbury, it was number two in the 
country, and we still have a bunch 
of big games.”

With Duprey as Head Coach 
this season, the team has received 
an abundance of knowledge and 
instruction, in addition to profound 
coaching that pushes the players to 
be their best, according to Eugene 
Yoon ’18 and Co-Captain Larson 
Tolo ’18.

“Coach Duprey has been a huge 
asset to the team thus far this sea-
son. He’s one of the best lacrosse 
players in the world, so he’s al-
ways teaching us pro-level tips and 
tricks that you don’t get to hear 
from average coaches,” wrote Yoon 
in an email to The Phillipian.

Tolo wrote in an email to The 
Phillipian, “Coach Duprey has 
brought a strict and profession-
al style of leadership to the team, 
pushing us to be the best team we 
can be and not letting us revert to 
our old, unproductive and self-ori-
ented ways. He has also shown an 
aspect of vulnerability that has re-
ally pushed us to rethink the idea 
of a ‘perfect coach,’ because he ad-
mits when he makes mistakes and 

listens to any critiques the players 
may have of him. ”

Andover is also led by Co-Cap-
tains Tolo and Reed Finlay ’18, who 
set standards for teamwork and 
dedication, according to Will Kan-
taros ’18.

Kantaros said, “Larson has been 
one of my closest friends for four 
years. It’s been an honor to play 
with him for the last few seasons. 
Everyday he gives it his all and puts 
his body on the line. It’s inspiring 
to be his teammate...Reed is a quiet 
leader who does everything by the 
book. He’s the ultimate example of 
what it means to be a team player.”

One highlight of the season 
was the team’s spring preseason 
training trip to San Diego, Califor-
nia, which was a memorable and 
instructive experience and set the 
tone for a strong season, according 
to Jon Krikorian ’21 and Tolo.

Krikorian said, “The team has 
improved since the trip by com-
pletely altering our offense to play 
more as a team. We now run an 
offense called doubles which is all 
two players on each side working 
together. In the beginning, it was 
all one player dodging to be his 
player to generate offense but that 
has changed. The most memorable 
moment so far was the San Diego 
trip when we played against Tor-
rey Pines and all came together to 
almost beat one of the country’s 
top teams.”

“Well, the entire season has 
been incredibly memorable. I love 
spending time with the team and 
it is an honor to suit up beside the 
guys. However, my favorite mo-
ment this season was our spring 
break trip to San Diego. Besides the 
location, the memories shared over 
that week were among my favorite 
ever, as we had nothing to worry 
about besides being with each oth-
er and having a great time. Nothing 
compares to that week with the 
team,” said Tolo.

According to Yoon and Tolo, 
team practices foster a competitive 
environment that the players hope 
to emulate in games.

“We improved most by com-
peting every single day in practice. 
We like to keep score in ground 
ball drills and 6 on 6 scrimmages to 
make our practices feel like actual 
games. After every practice, we ask 
ourselves, “Did we get better?” and 
the answer is almost always yes be-
cause we love scrapping and mak-
ing each other better,” said Yoon.

Tolo added, “The practices are a 
lot of fun. There is usually a lot of 
energy and we compete hard with 
one another doing whatever drill 
we have planned for the day. Usu-
ally we work on the small things 

like ground balls and passing to 
fine-tune the aspects that make us 
better at the larger-scale things like 
offensive and defensive sets. We 
come ready to battle each and ev-
eryday and push each other to get 
better.”

According to Tolo, the team’s 
strengths this season have become 
its grit and adaptability, as opposed 
to the focus on individuals’ skills in 
past seasons.

Tolo continued, “The team’s 
strongest skills are probably our 
toughness and our ability to learn 
from our mistakes. Many would 
think that it is our individual talent, 
which is true to a degree as we do 
have incredible individual players, 
but that is not what makes a team 
great. We have relied too heavily 
on that in the past and this year, 
with Coach Duprey’s guidance, 
we have transitioned to becoming 
a much tougher team, fighting for 
every single ground ball and giving 
everything we have to get the ball 
back in our hands on offense. Also, 
as a team that is working to be-
come the best we can be, we have 
gotten very good at learning from 
mistakes and immediately working 
to avoid the same mistakes in the 
future.”

Taking the successes and nec-
essary improvements into account, 
the team hopes to grow even closer 
and maintain its dedicated work 
ethic for the rest of the season, ac-
cording to Witt, Yoon, and Tolo. 
They agreed that this season was 
memorable

Witt said, “We have a lot of se-
niors who I’ve come pretty close 
with. And it’s just tough to see all 
those friendly faces go. When I 
played with a lot of them last year 
and then this year, I guess just with 
anything it’s just tough to say good-
bye to people.”

Yoon wrote, “This is the most 
close-knit group of players I’ve 
ever been a part of. We love hang-
ing out with each other. Whether 
we’re doing homework, eating 
lunch, or going to battle together 
against another team, we’re doing 
it together as a family.”

Tolo wrote, “I will miss every-
thing about the team. I love every 
second I spend with the boys and, 
although there have been some 
frustrating times, the time I have 
shared with the program over the 
past four years has been the most 
memorable of my life. I would do 
anything for the team and I know 
that they would do the same for 
me. That is something rare and I 
am truly going to miss that special 
bond.”

BOYSLACROSSE

ABBY RYAN

C.WAGGONER/THEPHILLIPIAN
Sam Conte ’18 plays pitcher and 
outfield for Andover.

Andover Comes Back from 
Losing Streak

HANNAH ZHANG

GIRLSWATERPOLO

C.WAGGONER/THEPHILLIPIAN

Jordan Penoyer ’18 was a 
Post-Graduate on the team this 
year. 
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Led by Co-Captains Ananda 
Kao ’18 and Ashley Tucker ’18, 
Andover Girls Lacrosse currently 
holds a 6-5 record for the 2017-18 
season. Two of Andover’s recent 
games against Rivers and Gover-
nor’s were exciting victories due 
to the energy and determination 
that the team demonstrated in both 
games, according to Juliet Gilde-
haus ’20 and Kao.

Gildehaus said, “We actually 
just had a huge upset win against 
Rivers this past Friday. Rivers is a 
super talented team, and we knew 
that going into the game. Rivers 
came out really strong at first, as we 
expected, and they were up some-
thing like 4-9 at the half, but we 
never gave up and kept fighting for 
every ground ball and every draw 
control and we were able to make 
a huge comeback and tie the game 
up. And then with 14 seconds left, 
we scored to win it all which was 
so, so awesome— especially against 
such a strong team like Rivers.”

Kao added, “We beat Rivers 13-
12 after being down five goals at half 
time, which was a great comeback. 

We chipped away one goal at a time 
and learned from mistakes we were 
making in the first half which made 
a huge difference. Everyone on the 
team, from the players on the field, 
the players on the sideline, and the 
coaches were so invested in the 
game, and the energy was amazing. 
We also beat Governor’s 11-9 and al-
though we led for most of the game, 
this was the first time we’ve beaten 
them since I’ve been playing for 
Andover.”

According to Kao and Sky-
ler Spaulding ’20, these victories 
would not have been possible if not 
for the team’s execution of its core 
values that the players established 
at the beginning of the season.

Kao added, “We set team goals 
in the very beginning of the sea-
son. They are: grit, teamwork, re-
sponsiveness, and passion. At the 
halfway mark of our season, we 
all met and talked about how we 
were meeting each of these goals 
and what we can do to improve on 
them.”

Spaulding said, “We wouldn’t 
have won the Rivers game if it 
wasn’t for our values. One of our 
biggest goals is to have grit. We 
definitely proved ourselves to have 

it as we never counted ourselves 
out even when we were down.”

Another point of emphasis for 
the team this season has been to 
focus on things within its control, 
according to Kao.

Kao continued, “We have talk-
ed a lot about the controllables 
versus uncontrollables this season 
and I think it’s been challenging 
to separate these. For example, 
the weather has been very up and 
down, we played in the snow, we 
played in freezing rain, but we also 
played when it was 90 degrees and 
sunny. This is something we can-
not control and have to adapt to 
rather than complain about it. Also, 
for away games, we have been late 
and had short warm ups. We hav-
en’t always agreed with the refer-
ees. Some teams and coaches talk 
back to us. But with the help of 
our own coaches and each other, 
we’ve learned to overcome these 
challenges and to control the con-
trollables.”

In addition to these goals, Ando-
ver aims to work on maintaining in-
tensity during practices and games, 
according to Spaulding and Abby 
Ryan ’21.

Spaulding said, “We are a super 

happy and positive team but some-
times in games we don’t show it 
so we are working on keeping up 
the energy throughout games and 
practices.”

Ryan added, “In the beginning 
of the season, we weren’t as tena-
cious at the start of some games, 
which would hurt us later in the 
game. Now, we start with more 
confidence and take control of the 
game.”

According to Kao and Ryan, the 
team dynamic this season is much 
stronger than in years past, and it 
has made a significant difference to 
the team’s performance.

Kao said, “The overall attitude 
and vibe of the team is a lot differ-
ent than any other Andover La-
crosse team I have been a part of. 
This year, everyone on the team 
has given everything they have to 
our team and our season and every-
one is fully invested, which makes 
a huge difference. Even though we 
have had tough games, we never 
give up, usually outscoring our op-
ponents in the second half. In past 
seasons, we may have given up or 
stopped trying but this year not one 
player stops playing until the clock 
runs out. Off of the field, I think we 

have meshed really well, [as] every-
one is there to support one anoth-
er.”

Ryan added, “Everyone is so 
supportive of one another and en-
thusiastic about playing, especially 
the seniors, who are all so talent-
ed and dedicated. They motivate 
everyone to work hard and appre-
ciate the opportunity to play with 
such an awesome team.”

According to goalie Kennedy 
Everson ’21 and Gildehaus, the 
team’s resilience and sportsman-
ship are also admirable.

Everson added, “Especially be-
ing a goalie, you get in your head if 
you don’t play well and having the 
girls on the team rally behind you 
is so amazing. Also, our sportsman-
ship is unbelievable and something 
I admire so much from the players 
as well as the coaches.”

Gildehaus said, “I am really 
proud of the resilience our team 
has shown throughout this sea-
son––through ups and downs, 
wins and losses, we have never giv-
en up, and I think our ability to pre-
serve no matter the circumstances 
is something that is really special 
and unique about our team.”

GIRLSLACROSSE

Andover Girls Lacrosse Emphasizes Four Values: 
Grit, Teamwork, Responsiveness and Passion

CHELSEA CHO

Strong Season for Volleyball, Despite Losses to Exeter

Andover Boys Varsity Volleyball 
finished its regular season on May 
7 with a winning 6-2 record, having 
lost its only two games to Exeter. 
Five of its six regular-season wins 
were perfect 3-0 games, although a 
stunningly close match over NMH 
was won only in a fifth-set victory 
of 3-2, a game whose final set was 
won by Andover 23-21.

Despite losing to Exeter twice, 
Andover’s third set during its sec-
ond game against its rival turned 
out to be a highlight of the season, 
according to Rawit Assamongkol 
’18.

“[Our] best set, I think, was the 
Exeter [game, during] set three, 
when we won. It was amazing. We 
played so well with great passes. 
That was when we were trying to 
mix with our rotation a little bit. By 
mixing up the rotation, we were 
able to see and emulate what we 
each were doing,” said Assamong-
kol.

Andover ended up losing the 
game 1-3, in sets of 25-20, 25-18, 25-

22, and 25-15, but its third-set 25-22 
victory still stood as a high point of 
the match, as that was the only set 
Andover won over Exeter this sea-
son.

According to Assamongkol and 
Neil Simpson ’19, the key to Ando-
ver’s success of the court this sea-
son has been its democratic team 
dynamic, with strong communica-
tion on and off the court.

“We are better passers, and by 
virtue of the fact that we are a dem-
ocratic team, we listen to what ev-
eryone has to say. We have gotten 
better through communication on 
the court, and off the court as well. 
When we are off the court, we talk 
and vote on what plays we are go-
ing to do. I think that a democratic 
team is a good team, which is why 
when we listen we become better 
players,” said Assamongkol.

“We are really good at commu-
nicating our ideas and concisely 
what we need to get done. I think 
being clear and to the point off the 
court is huge, because it makes sure 
everyone knows what we are doing 
when we accurately say what we 

are thinking,” said Simpson.
Coach Clyfe Beckwith and cap-

tains Isaac Blackburn-Johnson ’18 
and Evan Park ’18 help to foster this 
dynamic, according to Simpson.

“As a team in general, our cul-
ture and ideology is defined by just 
being together and letting every 
voice be heard, and have their say 
to move things forward. Clyfe does 
a good job to make sure everyone 
is heard, and a lot of times it comes 
from the top. The captains do a 
great job making sure everyone’s 
voice is heard in order to help us 
be the best we can be on the court,” 
said Simpson.

Andover’s depth and player ver-
satility has also proved to be im-
portant, according to Simpson.

“[At] our recent game against 
Wilbraham [& Monson], everyone 
got playing time, which was great. 
The funny thing is that Evan Park 
got playing time most of the game 
as setter. We normally have two 
setters, but that game, we only had 
one, but he did a great job not get-
ting ahead of himself, and keeping 
the play distributed around the 

court. Everyone got in, got to play, 
and got to hit. Ryan Goggins [’18] 
got in there, and had some great 
hits. It was great to see everyone 
get in there and have some fun,” he 
said.

Visualizing plays before setting 
foot on the court has also been in-
fluential for the team, according to 
Assamongkol.

“When we work on our hits, [we 
work] not only on the court, but 
also in terms of visualizing. Visual-
izing is a big part. If we see some-
thing happen in our head and then 
we make it happen,” he said.

Before a tournament on May 12, 
Andover emphasized the impor-
tance of a positive attitude, accord-
ing to Simpson.

“We have an open-minded phi-
losophy going into the tournament. 
We are hoping to treat our oppo-
nents with respect and that that 
will come right back at us. Hope-
fully, we will come out on top at the 
end. It will come down to whether 
or not we are on our A game. We 
have the ability to win, but I do not 
think we have played to that ability 

yet this season,” said Simpson be-
fore the tournament.

Andover faced off against Exeter 
a third time on May 26, in its final 
game of the season.

LINDA BIBEAU

BOYSVOLLEYBALL

Ultimate Rebounds After Tough Start to Season

Andover Ultimate started 
its season off with a five-game 
losing streak but went 6-6 
across its last twelve games to 
bring its final season record to 
6-11. The team ended its sea-
son finishing fifth out of fif-
teen teams at the New England 
Prep School Ultimate League 
(Nepsul) Championships.

In the Nepsul tournament, 
the team won against Deer-
field and lost against Wooster. 
The team was just two points 
short of placing into the semi-
finals but beat Choate in the 
consolation round. In prepa-
ration for the championship, 
the team learned new playing 
strategies, according to Kion 
Young ’20. 

Young said of the Nepsul 

tournament, “We started learn-
ing new strategies, such as sag 
defense and various offensive 
plays. Despite only practicing 
them for a few days, I think 
we were able to execute them 
really well. Our sag defense 
was able to stop the opponent 
from moving up the field, and, 
eventually, they would make a 
small mistake that would re-
sult in a turnover. Overall, our 
team was able to execute plays 
very well even in the cold and 
rainy weather, helping us win 
two games against two great 
teams.”

The team also had a strong 
performance at the May 5 Four 
Rivers Tournament, winning 
four of its five matches that 
day. Despite the team’s strong 
finish to the season, howev-
er, it suffered throughout the 

spring to maintain mental 
strength from the beginning to 
the end of its games, according 
to Puru Sankarnarayan ’20. 

Sankar said, “We lack [men-
tal strength] at the start of the 
games. We are not there men-
tally, and it takes us quite a bit 
of time to get into the game. 
We also struggle finding many 
different ways to go into win-
ning and ending our games. 
There have been other cases of 
our starting players not being 
able to start due to a small in-
jury,” said Sankarnarayan. 

Over the course of the sea-
son, the team improved im-
mensely, especially as new 
players gained experience 
with the sport, according to 
Co-Captain Reuben Philip ’18.

Philip said, “The beginning 
of the season is tough for a 

sport like ultimate, because a 
lot of the new players have no 
experience with the sport. As 
the season began to unfold we 
were able to create some chem-
istry and have more success on 
the field as our entire team 
gained a better understanding 
of the sport as a whole.

The team’s hard work during 
practices was also crucial to its 
success, according to Philip. 

“I think that as the season 
went on, the team became 
more driven and our practices 
became much more effective. 
Our hard work in practices 
translated into games, and I 
believe that was a big part of 
our success this season,” said 
Philip. 

MATHIS WEBER

ULTIMATE

Andover Golf Looks Forward to Newcomers

After graduating one senior last 
year, Andover Golf exceeded ex-
pectations in the 2017-2018 season 
with its same core group from its 
2016-2017 season. With half the 
players graduating this year, the 
team will look upon the lower-
classmen to step up. According to 
Nithish Kalpat ’18, however, the 
team looks strong going into next 
year.

Kalpat said, “This team was al-
ways confident in itself. We had 
strong leadership from upper-
classmen and a few key underclass 
men like Derrick [Brown ’20] and 
Yeetang [Kwok ’20], who were key 
near the top of the lineup.”

With more than half of the team 
composed of seniors, the under-
classmen had many role-models to 
look up to and learn from. Accord-
ing to Alexander Cleveland ’18, this 
senior-heavy team heavily impact-
ed the team dynamic and perfor-
mance.

Cleveland said, “Last year we 
only had a few seniors as opposed 
to the mostly senior team this year. 
I think having a lot of seniors helps 
some of the newer players to accli-
mate to the schedule and courses 
we play. Having previous knowl-

edge of a course has helped us win 
in the past so the seniors try and 
help the younger players out when-
ever we have a match.”

The team was led by Captain 
John Witt ’18. So far into the sea-
son, Witt and Head Coach Christo-
pher Odden has guided the team to 
a record of 3-2. According to Ronit 
Gupta ’20, he has learned a lot from 
Witt’s leadership.

Gupta said, “Our captain, John 
Witt, has been really good at setting 
an example for the team. He’s been 
consistently playing well and im-
proving over the course of the sea-
son, helping to motivate the team 
to work harder.”

With the season reaching its 
half-way point, according to Gup-
ta, the team has already had sever-
al highlights, mainly a 7-5 victory 
against Tabor Academy.

Gupta added, “A highlight of the 
season was the away match versus 
Tabor early in the season. The team 
as a whole played well that match... 
Personally, I was down by three 
with four holes to go and came 
back to tie the match, which pro-
vided good momentum going into 
our next practices and matches.”

According to Witt, he is ex-
tremely proud of how the team is 
playing so far in the season. Specifi-

cally, he credits their improvement 
to teamwork and cooperation.

Witt said, “I think we really just 
became closer as a team by the end 
of the year. Golf is actually a really 
time-intensive sport so all team 
members spend a lot of time to-
gether. In addition, the golf team is 
rather small so there really is a fun 
camaraderie by the end of the sea-
son. In terms of tangible improve-
ment we play nine holes everyday, 
so everyday we have a chance to 
improve our games and our course 
management.”

After starting its season with its 
first-match win over Tabor, Gupta 
added on how the team has im-
proved since then, specifically in 
performance on their home course. 
The team was restricted to practic-
ing indoors in the beginning of the 
season due to weather conditions.

Gupta continued, “Consistent 
practice and course experience, es-
pecially for the younger members 
of the team, helped us improve a 
lot. It’s one thing to hit balls on the 
driving range or use the golf simu-
lator, and another entirely to go out 
on the course and feel the pressure 
on each shot.”

Individually, Cleveland empha-
sized how his specific practice rou-
tine helped him perform better as 

the season went on.
Cleveland added, “I practiced 

my short game over the summer 
and into the winter, so by the time 
the season rolled around I was feel-
ing confident in and around the 
greens. Once the greens softened 
up towards the midpoint of the 
season I regained my touch and the 
short game practice from the sum-
mer put me on another level.”

Cleveland is confident that the 
team is left in good hands.

“I’m confident players like Har-

ry Choi and Yeetang can lead the 
team to success in the next couple 
of years,” said Cleveland.

Witt said, “I will miss the people 
from the team and the ability to be 
able to play golf everyday. Some of 
my best friends are from the golf 
team and it will be sad when we are 
forced to split up. I will also miss 
the competition. I really love the 
difficulty and the emotional roll-
er coaster of match play. The golf 
team has been the best part of my 
Andover experience.”

SHREE MENON

GOLF

S.ALSHAIBA/THEPHILLIPIAN
Some of Ben Meyer ’18’s strengths 
are his height and wingspan.

COURTESY OF ANDOVER ATHLETICS

A season highlight was Golf’s 7-5 win over Tabor, according to Ronit Gupta ’20.

R.PREM/THEPHILLIPIAN

A lot of the team’s starting players 
were injured this season.
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Boys Cross Country Head Coach Jeff Domina Raises Champions

Head Coach Jeff Domina 
balances organization, moti-
vation, and humor in coach-
ing the Interschols champi-
on team Andover Boys Cross 
Country. He has built cham-
pion runners, some of whom 
were novices when they first 
came to Andover. Domina has 
inspired athletes of all levels of 
talent, creating a perennially 
dominant team, according to 
Captain Giacomo Marino ’18. 

“He is serious yet always 
approachable and invested in 
each runner. You can tell on 
the first day of practice the 
amount of time and energy he 
commits to the team and how 
much he cares about all of us. 
I think that the environment 
that he helps cultivate on the 
cross country team is part of 
the reason why we are so suc-
cessful,” wrote Marino in an 
email to The Phillipian.

Marino continued, “Mr. Do-
mina’s attitude helps everyone 
know that cross country at 
Andover isn’t just a team you 
join if you want to get out of 
a sports requirement but it’s a 
team you join to better your-
self and be part of a real com-
munity of people that all really 
care about what they are do-
ing. This past season, our var-
sity five were made up of four 
Seniors who all did not run 
much before Andover. All of 
us and so many others on the 
team grew so much as runners 
throughout the seasons that 
we had with Mr. Domina.”

Domina manages to connect 

individually with each runner 
on the team, fostering a com-
munity of runners with vary-
ing skills and dedication to the 
sport, according to Marino and 
Nathan Goldthwaite ’18.

Marino wrote, “I think that 
Mr. Domina does an amazing 
job of helping kids on the team 
become really amazing run-
ners. He knows when to make 
a week really hard and when 
we might need to back off from 
training. I think it’s also easy 
as a running coach to give ev-
eryone the same workouts and 
advice, but I think Mr. Domina 
does so much to help figure out 
what each runner needs indi-
vidually.”

Goldthwaite said, “Mr. Do-
mina has been a strong leader 
and a great mentor for the ath-
letes on this team. One of the 
best things about Mr. Domina’s 
coaching style is how much he 
pays attention to each individ-
ual runner. After practice, Mr. 
Domina checks in on team-
mates to make sure their train-
ing is working well for them.”

Marino, Harrison Wilson 
’20, and Alex Fleury ’20 credit 
Domina’s rational, challeng-
ing workouts to his extensive 
coaching and running experi-
ence.

“I had run four seasons of 
track before I joined [cross 
country] with Mr. Domina. I 
don’t think I truly knew what a 
workout was before the [cross 
country] workouts in the pre-
season of my first time with 
the team. I think that that 
cross country season really 
helped me become the run-
ner I am today, and I attribute 
largely to Mr. Domina and the 
other coaches. It’s definitely a 
difficult task to coach so many 
runners at different levels, but 
I think Mr. Domina and the 
other coaches work together to 
make that happen really well,” 
wrote Marino.

Wilson wrote in an email to 
The Phillipian, “Coach Domi -
na motivated me by support-
ing both my highs and lows of 
the fall. He knows the sport 
inside and out and knows ex-
actly how to keep the team go-
ing and persevering through 

hard workouts and cold, wet 
races and practices. I find it 
extremely easy to approach 
Coach Domina, [with] his will-
ingness to discuss any issue, 
no matter how large or small. 
Coach also makes it his goal to 
try and bring up inexperienced 
members of the team up to the 
varsity or JV level of workout 
by the end of the season, unify-
ing the team through the pro-
cess.”

Fleury wrote in an email to 
The Phillipian, “The way that 
Coach Domina looks out for 
each and every one of us is one 
of the aspects that sets him 
apart from other coaches. He is 
always paying attention to the 
other kids and thinking of the 
perfect plan to set them up for 
the best season possible. He 
devotes so much to the success 
of the team. Coach Domina has 
techniques and strategies of 
coaching that he applies to our 
training, both as a group and 
individually. He knows when 
to do specific workouts that 
sets us up to peak at the right 
time months in advance. He 
makes sure that every runner 
is healthy by checking in with 
them constantly.”

Domina understands the 
commitments each runner has 
outside of cross country, which 
facilitates his individual advice 
to members of the team and in-
spires much of his training, ac-
cording to Wilson and Fleury.

Wilson wrote, “I look up to 
Coach Domina and appreci-
ate his breadth of knowledge 
in the sport and caring atti-
tude for the team. In the fall, 
he pushed the team extremely 
hard and still kept up the spir-
it of the team in spite of the 
hard workouts. Furthermore, 
he kept a watchful eye on ev-
ery facet of our Andover iden-
tity in the face of the difficulty 
of the fall, understanding how 
running, maintaining nutri-
tion, and knowing the team’s 
commitments outside of cross 
country help maintain Ando-
ver students’ health.”

Fleury added, “Through-
out the season, he spends so 
much time creating a schedule 
for us and being out there for 

the many hours of running we 
do. Aside from this, his great 
attitude towards cross coun-
try sets him apart from other 
coaches I have had before. He 
enjoys running with us just as 
much as coaching us. He is also 
willing to do anything for the 
team despite how much time it 
takes out of his day.”

Some examples of Domina’s 
close rapport with his runners 
are wishing each member of 
the team good luck before ev-
ery race and offering positive 
feedback and encouragement 
during every workout, accord-
ing to Marino and Wilson.

“Before each race, Mr. Do-
mina will come to the start-
ing line look you right in the 
eyes, shake your hand, and say, 
‘Good luck.’ I know that for 
me, when I’m nervous about 
the race to come, that hand-
shake and those words remind 
me that I’m ready for what’s to 
come,” wrote Marino.

Wilson wrote, “My favorite 
memory would have to be his 
exuberance and support on 
the last rep of a workout that 
was… the hill opposite Heart-
break [five times]. The hill is 
extremely long and, by the last 
rep, I was feeling exhausted 
and as if I could not go another 
step. I made it to the top of the 
entrance onto the path along 
the log cabin, and Coach Do-
mina was there cheering us on 
through the huge difficulty of 
that hill… Every workout, he 
stays until the end and [moti-
vates] us through the toughest 
reps.”

Domina’s diligent organi-
zation is coupled with light-
heartedness, according to 
Goldthwaite and Wilson.

“Before our meets, he makes 
sure we know the layout of 
each course before we run it 
the following day. The way he 
designs our workouts allows 
us to constantly work on our 
speed and endurance while 
still being fresh and ready to 
compete during our meets,” 
Goldthwaite said.

Wilson continued, “Unique 
to Coach Domina are his witty 
comments at the perfect mo-
ment. In team meetings, Coach 

Domina knows exactly how to 
make the team laugh but still 
bring us back to talk seriously.”

This fall, the team placed 
first in Interschols and had an 
undefeated season. Much of 
this success was due to Domi-
na’s guidance and sportsman-
ship, according to Fleury and 
Marino.

Fleury wrote, “One of my 
favorite memories with Coach 
Domina is when I crossed the 
line at the championship race 
this past season. I remember 
I walked over to him, and he 
had his clipboard out, trying 
to calculate all the results to 
see if we won. I remember ask-
ing him if we won, and he said 
it wasn’t official, but a smile 
grew on his face as he said he 
thinks we did win. I was hap-
py to know that all the work 
he had put in this season as a 
coach had paid off.”

Marino wrote, “Our team 
was in a really great position 
this year after graduating only 
one runner from our top five 
last year that placed second 
at Interschols. We had a real-
ly strong Senior class that had 
experience running fast and 
against tough competition. Mr. 
Domina did a great job first 
focusing our team on what we 
could accomplish this season 
but also not taking anything 
for granted. We won because 
we worked hard and not be-
cause we were supposed to 
win… and Mr. Domina made 
sure of that.”

Marino continued, “I know 
that even if we hadn’t won the 
championship this fall that 
he would’ve been incredibly 
proud of all that we accom-
plished as a team. He puts in 
so much time and effort into 
our team and the people on 
it, and it shows. I am going to 
miss his pre-race talks, where 
he knows exactly what to say; 
his encouragement at the end 
of races, where he may not be 
the loudest but makes the most 
difference; and most of all the 
amount of trust he places in us 
and we place in him.”

ABBY RYAN

COACH OF THE FALL

David Fox Leads Boys Swimming to 8 New England Championships 
in Last 11 Years

Coach Fox’s emphasis on 
the value of hard work and 
perseverance is clear in the 
eyes of his team, according to 
Co-Captain Nicholas Isenhow-
er ’18 and Anthony Minickiello 
’20.

Isenhower wrote, “Coach 
Fox pushes us to be the best 
swimmers we can be. As a lead-
er of the team and a mentor, he 
encourages us to be the best 
people we can be. His values 

of sportsmanship, dedication 
to detail, and an unwavering 
strive for success are life skills 
that he teaches us through 
training. As a coach, his influ-
ence has a lot of power on the 
team, and I can see it working 
to produce a great set of guys 
year after year.”

“Being a swim coach and 
dealing with swimmers is not 
easy since for the most part 
— the harder we work in and 
out of the pool the slower we 
swim, which for an athlete is a 
hard thing to deal with. He is 
very good about explaining to 
each of us how the hard work 
we put in over the summer, 
fall, and in-season will pay off 
with very fast times when we 
are tapered for our end of the 
year championship meets,” 
said Minickiello.

Members of his team look 
up to Coach Fox not only for 
advice in the pool, but also for 
support and guidance through-
out every aspect of their An-
dover careers, according to 
Minickiello and Isenhower.

Minickiello said, “Coach 
Fox was one of the main rea-
sons I initially said yes to An-
dover two years ago. Since that 
time I have not had a single 
regret about that decision. He 
has helped me deal mental-
ly with my swimming times 
plateauing over the past two 
seasons while keeping me fo-
cused on working hard and the 
great things lay ahead.  He has 
also always been there for me 
anytime I’ve needed any sort 
of advice from which classes 
I should take to helping me 
navigate my Junior year as my 
house counselor. I am sure I 
will continue to look for his 
input and guidance over not 
only the next two years, but for 
many years to come.”

Isenhower wrote “Coach 
Fox has been a fundamental 
part of my Andover career. As 
a coach, teacher, mentor, and 
friend, he has always been en-
couraging of my endeavors and 
has enriched my Andover ex-
perience. In the pool, he’s giv-
en me the tools to constantly 

improve my stroke mechanics 
and push myself to the limit in 
every set. On campus, Coach 
Fox has helped me make the 
most of my Andover career and 
prepared me for life beyond. 
He’s been an extremely influ-
ential figure for me these past 
three years and I’m grateful to 
have had him as a coach.”

Above all, Coach Fox strives 
to teach his swimmers to value 
the good of the team as a whole 
over that of the individual.

“I also hope to keep help-
ing swimmers to focus on the 
team over the individual. My 
proudest moment at Andover 
was following the decision of 
the New England swimming 
coaches voted to reduce the 
number of swimmers from 
each team who could swim 
at the championships. This 
disenfranchised some of our 
swimmers so that other teams 
would have a better chance 
of winning the New England 
championship. When that hap-
pened, the Andover boys unan-
imously voted to boycott the 

2013 championships — to for-
feit a certain, fourth-consecu-
tive New England Champion-
ship — and instead to attend 
the fastest high school meet in 
the nation, the Eastern Cham-
pionships. That team cared 
more about ensuring that ev-
eryone had the chance to per-
form his best at the end of the 
season than about winning 
another championship. To me, 
that is the ideal,” wrote Coach 
Fox.

Coach Fox’s belief in self-
lessness and camaraderie have 
not failed to influence each of 
his swimmers, according to 
Mickiello.

Mickiello added, “The big-
gest difference between Coach 
Fox and the other swim coach-
es I have had is his focus on the 
team and how well he has in-
stilled in each of us that team 
success is what matters the 
most. Even though most races 
are individual in nature it is 
the how we work together as 
a team that will truly measure 
our level of success.”

JULIET GILDEHAUS

COACH OF THE WINTER

D.TULLER/THEPHILLIPIAN
Before each race, Coach Jeff 
Domina wishes his runners good luck 
with a firm handshake.

A.TADIKONDA/THEPHILLIPIAN
A swimmer himself, Fox held nine 
out of eighteen school records in 
individual events at Bates College.
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Head Coach Kevin Graber Emphasizes Character and Enthusiasm 

With years of experience in 
coaching college and profes-
sional baseball, Head Coach 
Kevin Graber has been an ex-
ceptional coach and mentor for 
Andover Baseball this season.

Before coming to Andover, 
Graber experienced both chal-
lenges and successes in his base-
ball career. During his transi-
tion from playing in college to 
playing at the professional level, 
Graber was diagnosed with can-
cer and was forced to withdraw 
from baseball.

Graber said, “I played college 
baseball, but my college career 
was cut a little bit short because 
I was diagnosed with cancer 
in my senior year, when I may-
be had the chance to transition 
to professional baseball. [This] 
was a little bit of an unexpect-
ed roadblock where, instead of 
hoping to continue playing base-
ball after college, I was instead 
going through surgeries, chemo-
therapies, radiation, and a year 
of rebuilding after that. And [I 
was] just trying to figure things 
out like ‘Am I going to live?’ and 
‘What am I going to do next?’ ”

After regaining his health, 
Graber returned to playing 
baseball in various places such 
as California, Australia, Minne-
sota, and New York until he was 

diagnosed again. This time, al-
though he ended his playing ca-
reer, Graber was offered a job in 
coaching baseball.

Graber continued, “I unfortu-
nately got sick again, which was 
not fun and unexpected, and it 
ended my playing career. But it 
was at that point, though, that 
I was offered my first coaching 
position in professional base-
ball.”

Graber coached years of both 
professional and college base-
ball until he arrived at Andover 
to work in the Admissions Office 
and as the Head Coach of Ando-
ver Boys Baseball.

According to Graber, coach-
ing at Andover gives him an op-
portunity to bring college-lev-
el coaching to the high school 
field. 

Coach Graber said, “One 
thing about Andover kids is that 
they’re smart. Or they wouldn’t 
be at Andover. And so you don’t 
have to, for the lack of a better 
term, dumb anything down, 
and you can give them — in 
fact, they demand — complicat-
ed concepts. The more you can 
give them, the more they will 
absorb. So we’re able to do stuff 
and coach here the way that the 
game is coached at the college 
level. When they leave, they are 
prepared for college baseball re-
ally well.”

According to Co-Captain Tra-
vis Lane ’18 and Peter Ling ’20, 
Coach Graber emphasizes hav-
ing good character and working 
hard in the classroom before 
baseball.

Lane said, “KG emphasizes 
good character and good stu-
dent before anything else. He 
helps us understand that if we 
aren’t a good person and good 
student, [then we] can’t have the 
weight on us to try and be a good 
baseball player as well.”

Ling added, “KG always says 
‘Nothing great is ever accom-
plished without enthusiasm.’ 
He really tries to make sure that 
whatever we do, we do it with 
positive energy and are always 
there for each other.”

This season, Graber estab-
lished “Rock2Rail,” the team’s 
core motto, which symbolizes 
the team value of putting total 
effort and enthusiasm into ev-
erything it does, including the 
little things such as sprinting 
on and off the field, in order to 
build a team that everyone is 
proud of.

Graber said, “This is some-
thing that we started this year 
and it’s called Rock2Rail. On 
our field there’s a physical rock, 
a rock that names the facility 
Phelps Park. [Players] come out 
of [the] locker room every day, 
and they pass by that rock. One 
of the things that they do is they 
touch that rock, maybe offer a 
prayer or their wish for the day 
and what they want to accom-
plish in practice or anything that 
they want to let the rock know. 
And then [players] are required 
to run from the rock to the front 
railing in front of our dugout. So, 
rock to rail.” 

According to Graber, this 
motto signifies the team’s ded-
ication to doing the things that 
require no physical ability but 
place an emphasis on hard work 
and enthusiasm, such as sup-
porting each other on the field, 
always running at full speed, 
playing with intensity, and hav-
ing each player represent the 
program in a way that the team 

and the school can be proud of.
Graber continued, “What 

Rock2Rail means for us is all 
the things that our [players] 
take care of when they’re in that 
space between that rock and 
that rail on this field every day. 
They’re not so much about be-
ing awesome at baseball, [but] 
they’re all about dealing [with] 
the little things that don’t re-
quire physical ability and [in-
stead] require intentionality and 
effort and care. And we can do 
[these] things that [require] zero 
talent, and maybe our oppo-
nents don’t, but we feel like we 
enter every game with a built-
in advantage. And I think that’s 
why we feel like this stuff is im-
portant.”

In addition to emphasizing 
Rock2Rail, Graber maintains a 
personal relationship with each 
of his players and is a mentor for 
them both on and off the field, 
according to Lane and Ling.

Lane said, “My favorite quali-
ty of KG is his honesty and how 
approachable he is. I know he 
is always looking for the best in 
me and that gives me the con-
fidence to always feel comfort-
able talking to him.”

Ling added, “KG always 
checks in with us and makes 
sure we are doing well both on 
and off the field. He constant-
ly checks in with us about our 
grades, how we use our Confer-
ence periods, and helps us get 
the most out of Andover. KG has 
taught me a lot… He welcomes 
us into his home constantly, and 
his wife and daughter are always 
present at practices and games. 
He makes the diamond feel like 
a second home to us.”

Graber supports and checks 
in with his players throughout 
every day in order to help them 
make the most out of their An-
dover experience. According to 
Graber, his efforts include things 
such as reminding his players 
to use Conference periods and 
build strong relationships with 
their teachers, Additionally, he 
takes them off campus for meals 
and encourages them to see in-

teresting speakers on campus.
Coach Graber said, “One 

thing I learned along the way, es-
pecially here at Andover, is [that 
players] don’t care how much 
I know unless they know how 
much I care. The majority of my 
relationships with these guys is 
non-baseball stuff. It’s going to 
visit them in the dorms to make 
sure they’re ok; it’s checking in 
on their academics; it’s having 
them over at our house at our 
kitchen table so they can do 
schoolwork during study hours 
while my wife makes scrambled 
eggs and our daughter bakes 
brownies and rice krispies.”

Graber also encourages his 
players to step out of their com-
fort zones by trying something 
different, which he says is par-
ticularly important for male ath-
letes. 

Coach Graber continued, 
“I’ve been in the last seven win-
ter ballet productions… And one 
of the reasons why I do that is 
not because I’m dying to be on 
stage; it’s to role model, espe-
cially to male athletes, just the 
idea of breaking free of your 
comfort zone and trying some-
thing new at a place where a lot 
of new stuff is there to be done 
— a place where it’s cool to try 
something new [and] it’s cool to 
try something that maybe scares 
you a little bit.”

According to Graber, the most 
lasting moments with his play-
ers are not wins and losses but 
the memories they shared.

Graber said, “I don’t neces-
sarily look back at my time here 
and remember the scores of our 
games or how many wins we’ve 
had. I can’t tell you how many 
victories I’ve had as a coach; I 
have no idea. But I just remem-
ber these fun times with these 
guys, many of which have hap-
pened off the field. And one 
thing I always say to these kids 
is… ‘Hey, I just wanted to say, 
I’m always going to remember 
these fun times that we’ve had.’ 
Because, you know, sometimes 
if you don’t say it, it never gets 
said.”

CHELSEA CHO

COACH OF THE SPRING

Dual-Captain Fredericka Lucas ’18 Sets 6 Records in Track and Field

Every track meet begins with 
the girls 4x100-meter relay, bring-
ing together everyone on the 
team to cheer for the runners and 
create an energized atmosphere 
throughout the whole meet once 
the team sees Fredericka Lucas 
’18 roaring past opponent after 
opponent all the way to the finish 
line.

A Senior from Richmond, Va., 
Lucas continued her captaincy 
from Indoor Track, serving as a 
co-captain of Andover Outdoor 
Track and Field alongside David 
Onabanjo ’18.

Lucas set her first school re-
cord as a Lower, running second 
leg in a 4x100-meter relay team 
that finished with a time of 48.43 
seconds, a record mark that still 
stands today. She ran alongside 
then-Seniors Lexi Johnson ’16, 
Taryn Gangi ’16, and Camille 
Little ’16, who set the school re-
cords in the 100-meter dash and 
200-meter dash later that same 
year.

Lucas also set five records 
this winter. Since the distances 
changed from imperial to metric 
distances with the new Snyder 
Center, all sprint records were 
reset, and Lucas currently holds 
and/or is tied for the school’s best 
marks in the 55-meter dash in 7.49 
seconds; the 4x200-meter relay in 
1:51.60 minutes; the 4x400-meter 
relay in 4:28.59 minutes; and the 
300-meter dash in 43.87 seconds.

Lucas set the Snyder Center 
facility record for the high jump 
with a best mark of 5’2’’, although 
this is not an outright school re-
cord; Leslie Dise ’94 jumped 5’5’’ 
during the 1994 season.

More recently, on May 9 in a 
meet against Cushing, Landmark, 
Worcester, Concord, and Pingree, 
Lucas won every race she en-
tered, including the 4x100-meter 
relay, which she won with a time 
of 49.91 seconds; the 100-me-
ter dash, which she won in 12.94 
seconds; and the 200 meter dash, 
which she won in 26.80 seconds. 

According to Lucas, her high-
light of the season was not a spe-
cific race or practice, but general-
ly seeing other, younger runners 
improve their times.

Lucas wrote an email to The 
Phillipian,“The main highlight of 
the season for me has been watch-

ing our younger athletes work 
hard to excel and score points for 
the team. So far, we’ve had three 
girls break Lower records, and 
I can’t wait to see how they con-
tribute as we progress towards 
the championship meet and An-
dover/Exeter. In the upcoming 
years, I have no doubt that they 
will continue the team’s legacy of 
dominance.”

According to Onabanjo, Lucas’s 
exhibition of humility and energy 
in practices and races enable him 
to form close relationships with 
her both in and outside of track. 

Onabanjo said, “I consider 
the two of us to be a team, and I 
think we get along very well. [As 
co-captains,] we start working a 
lot of other things together. It is 
always great to see her excelling 
on and off the track. At practice, 
[I ask] ‘You got it?’ and she would 
respond ‘No you got it’; we bounce 
off each other. She is a very easy 
person to work with, and she is re-
ally humble about how she carries 
everyone. She brings a different 
energy to practice. It is not that 
typical, shouting at the beginning 
of practice energy. Even though it 
is hard to describe, her presence 
really makes a difference on the 
team.”

According to thrower Michael 
Codrington ’18, Lucas maintains 

the same positive poise and atti-
tude regardless of the result of her 
race.

Condrington said, “ Fredericka 
is a ray of sunshine for the track 
team. She is also a captain who 
leads by example. As far as I could 
remember, I don’t recall Freder-
icka losing in a race. Even though 
she may have lost in couple races 
throughout the season, the rea-
son I have never seen it is because 
she has the same poise no matter 
if she wins by 50 meters or lost 
by ten. When I am thrower, even 
though David’s speeches are good, 
we separate from the runners spa-
tially and physically even though 
we are still part of the team. But 
when I look onto the track and see 
Fredericka consistently scoring is 
something that inspires me to go 
further.”

According to Sebastian Zhu ’20, 
Lucas exhibits leadership through 
positivity as well as equipping ev-
eryone on the team with an ardent 
mindset for upcoming races. 

Zhu said, “She is a good cap-
tain. She is often calm while main-
taining positivity in the team, in 
contrast to David as he hypes ev-
eryone by being loud and ener-
getic. She makes everyone on the 
team in line and focused. She is 
really fast; by far, she is the fast-
est in the school from what I have 

seen. She keeps everyone in order 
and knows what she is doing as 
a captain. I really respect her as 
a captain, and it’ll be sad to go to 
track practice next year and not 
have her presence. The way she 
acts and runs, it’s so inspiring for 
all of us to try and get to her level.” 

According to Andrew Wang 
’18, Lucas shows her captaincy by 
putting maximum effort and po-
tential into not only practices, but 
also getting to know everyone on 
the team. 

“Fredericka is an awesome cap-
tain. She leads by example in prac-
tices and meets. She always gives 
100 percent everyday at practice. 
She gets to know everyone on the 
track team, from the [Juniors] to 
the Seniors. She sets a model for 
what teammates should strive for. 
She is also encouraging and has 
a positive attitude at meets and 
practices,” said Wang.

According to Rachel Chang ’20, 
Lucas has been her role model 
ever since she joined track in her 
Junior year as she is both excep-
tionally fast in her events and one 
of the most approachable people 
on the track team. 

Chang said, “Fred is really an 
inspiring captain, and she has 
been a great role model for me. 
Even though she is sometimes 
not outspoken, I know that she is 

someone who I can ask questions 
[to], and I feel like everyone on the 
team feels comfortable approach-
ing her. She shows [her captaincy] 
through her hard work more than 
showing off and speaking. Also, 
watching her development from 
last year to this year, even last year 
when I was a [Junior], she exhibit-
ed leadership qualities. I am really 
happy that she has been serving 
as captain for indoor and outdoor 
[track] because I look up to her. I 
am really going to miss her next 
year, but I am also excited to see 
her moving away from Andover 
and becoming a better runner.”

According to Lucas, her priv-
ilege of being captain for track 
has been one of her most fulfill-
ing moments at Andover. She 
developed her love and passion 
for track in addition to getting to 
know more students who shared 
a common goal of performing at 
their absolute best.

“Being a captain has definitely 
been one of the most rewarding 
experiences of my Andover ca-
reer. It’s given me the opportunity 
to connect with students across 
all grades, which my favorite part 
of being a leader on the team. Be-
ing a captain has only made me 
more passionate about the sport 
and caused me to remember why 
I love Andover Track and Field 
so much. I’ll miss the team after 
I graduate, and I am eternally 
grateful for all the memories and 
experiences I’ve gained through 
PATF,” said Lucas.

RIKU TANAKA

ATHLETES OF THE YEAR

C.WAGGONER/THEPHILLIPIAN
Graber (center) with the team on a preseason training trip to Florida.

P.EMERSON/THEPHILLIPIAN

Lucas is team captain of both the 
indoor and outdoor track teams.

P.EMERSON/THEPHILLIPIAN

Lucas, second from left, co-holds the outdoor 4x100m relay school record; and indoors, the school records over 55 me-
ters, 300 meters, the 4x200m relay, and the 4x400m relay, as well as the Snyder Center facility record for the high jump.
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Water Polo Player, Swimmer, and Rower Nick Isenhower ’18 Breaks    
Record and Finds Success Through Persistance

After entering Andover as a new 
Lower, Nick Isenhower ’18 demon-
strated his athletic prowess by join-
ing Varsity Boys Swimming, Varsity 
Water Polo, and Varsity Crew. Hail-
ing from Honolulu, Hawaii, Isen-
hower had grown up swimming 
year-round, but had never had any 
experience with Water Polo and 
Crew. Since beginning these sports, 
Isenhower has quickly proven 
himself to be one of the top athletes 
in each team.

For the past two years, Isenhow-
er has been one of the top scorers 
on the water polo team and one of 
the strongest members of the B1 
Boys Crew boat, according to Neil 
Simpson ’19, his water polo and 
swim teammate, and Nate Cruz ’18, 
his water polo and crew teammate. 
As a swimmer, Isenhower broke 
the 29-year-old school record for 
the 100m freestyle this winter. In 
his Senior year, Isenhower was a 
Co-Captain of both the swimming 
and water polo teams.

Isenhower credits his successes 
to his natural perseverance. Ac-
cording to Water Polo Head Coach 
Dan O’Shea and water polo and 
crew teammate Nick Schoeller ’18, 
this drive is what makes him such a 
remarkable athlete, 

Isenhower said, “Since a young 
age, I have really been persistent. 

My parents used to joke that when I 
was younger if I couldn’t get some-
thing to work I’d break it just trying 
to figure things out, so I think that 
something I bring to these sports is 
a lot of persistence and seeing what 
I can do and what I can bring to it 
and how I can help others.”

In an email to The Phillipi-
an, Coach O’Shea said, “Nick’s 
strengths as both a player and a 
captain really do lie in his overall 
work ethic and demeanor.  He’s 
competitive, dedicated, leads by 
example, a quick learner, and a gift-
ed athlete. Working with him as 
a captain this past fall, I watched 
him earn his teammates’ respect 
by being one of the first players in 
the water every practice, by trying 
to create a supportive environ-
ment, and by keeping them focused 
through practices.”

Schoeller added, “Nick is defi-
nitely one of the hardest workers 
and one of the best athletes I’ve 
met… He has a great mentality 
going into games and races and I 
think it is kind of infectious and 
helps other people work”

As a water polo player, Isen-
hower’s greatest strengths are his 
physical power and the speed he 
is able to put behind every shot, 
and this ability combined with his 
swimming skill makes him a very 
versatile player, according to Simp-
son and Cruz.

Simpson said, “He can just 
crank it, and he probably has the 
hardest shot on the [water polo] 
team. Goalies really definitely fear 
him, just ripping that ball.”

Cruz added, “As a water polo 
player, Nick’s greatest strength 
is that he is always very aware 
of where the ball is and where 
his teammates are. He has a very 
strong arm and he is very tall so he 
can just launch the ball.”

As a member of Andover  Boys 
Swimming, Isenhower’s intense fo-
cus and execution during import-
ant races made him so successful, 
according to Head Coach Daniel 
Fox.

In an email to The Phillipian, 
Coach Fox said, “As a swimmer, 
Nick fit perfectly into the ethos of 
our program: focused exclusively 
on swimming fast at Easterns and 
New Englands all within the con-
text of life at Andover. He is very 
much a ‘big meet’ swimmer who 
responds extremely well when the 
stakes are highest. With the East-
ern team title on the line, Nick led-
off our 400 Free Relay and broke 
the 29-year-old school record in 
the 100 Free doing so. That’s the 
epitome of clutch.”

According to Fox, Isenhower is 
the strongest Andover captain he 
has ever coached due to ability to 
lead by example and push his team-
mates to do the same.

Fox added, “In my view, Nick is 
the strongest captain I have seen 
in my 14 years working with the 
swimming team. Primarily, he 
leads by doing — and doing every-
thing he needs to do in order to 
swim his fastest. We had a chal-
lenging group: 14 of 17 were return-
ing varsity swimmers, yet seven of 
those 14 were in only their second 
year. Leading by doing works only 
when others are paying attention. 
When they are not, Nick has the 
confidence and subtlety to address 
challenges head-on.”

Isenhower’s innate leadership 
and confidence led him to be a 
mentor and friend to many of his 
teammates during all three sports 
seasons, according to Simpson and 
crew teammate Sebastian Frankel 
’20.

Simpson said, “I feel like Nick 
is a big brother to a lot of the guys 
on the water polo and swim teams. 
I know he has had a major influ-
ence on a lot of the guys. He just 
has so much composure, and he is 
such a natural leader. He is always 
so composed and sure of himself 
and so confident and that just rubs 
off on everyone else… It is tough 
to put into words but when you 
have a guys like Nick around it just 
makes everyone… feel like they 
have a place and that just makes it 
so much easier to… work hard to-
gether.”

Frankel added, “He really 
guides me through when I screw 
something up. He really just helps 
me, and I learn so much from him 
as a rower and as a person. When 
you have a kid who is a bi-varsity 
captain and a tri-varsity athlete 
and [who is] overall well-liked and 
you’re friends with him, you feel 
a) really lucky and b) you learn so 
much. I think that being friends 
with him this year and also being in 
the same boat is so valuable.”

GIGI GLOVER

ATHLETES OF THE YEAR

E.SCHEER/THEPHILLIPIAN
At the Eastern Championships, 
Isenhower was the first leg in 
Andover’s All-American 400-Yard 
Freestyle Relay, which won -- and 
he broke Andover’s 100-Yard Free-
style record in the process.

Distance Runner Michaela Jones ’18: “Consistency is a Keypoint to Success”

It was a meet at Deerfield 
during her Junior year that Mi-
chaela Jones ’18 remembers most 
vividly as her “rite of passage” 
into Andover Girls Cross Country. 

“We all ran together… me, an-
other [Junior], two Uppers, and 
then a Senior… [we] ended up fin-
ishing at the same time and [held] 
hands across the finish line… it 
wasn’t a big important meet, but… 
it meant so much that the Seniors 
and Uppers had welcomed me in 
so I could be a part of that,” said 
Jones.

Ever since, Jones, a day stu-
dent from North Andover, Mass, 
has been an integral part of the 

team, consistently placing as one 
of the top five athletes at meets, 
according to Coach Rebecca Hes-
sion. She has earned multiple 
recognitions as an All-Star by the 
Eagle-Tribune, a local newspaper.

Jones’ consistent excellence 
and leadership have earned her 
the accolade of The Phillipian’s 
Athlete of the Year.e

Jones began running cross 
country in fifth grade. Finding a 
certain passion for running in ele-
mentary school that has endured 
since, cross country has taught 
Jones many lessons not only 
about the sport but also about life.

“I think cross country has 
taught me so much about work-
ing hard and that progress and 

results take time. You know, it’s 
taken me… from when I started... 
a long time to get to my PR’s and 
best times. And also, I think just 
seeing how anyone can have fun 
running is amazing, no matter 
people’s ability… and I think that 
really goes to show that a positive 
attitude really changes every-
thing,” said Jones.

Jones has had her ups and 
downs during her career, but, ac-
cording to her, this in itself has 
helped her thrive at Andover.

“I think part of it has just been 
accepting that not every race can 
be a PR… sometimes it just really 
takes time to see the improve-
ment. I think my [Junior] year, I 
was just really focused on… [get-

ting] a best time every time I run, 
and now I realize that that’s not 
always possible, and I’ve come to 
accept that,” Jones said.

According to Coach Hession, 
Jones’ consistency has also been 
an important factor in the team’s 
overall success.

“I think that growth, again, the 
consistency with her running – 
the consistency when it comes to 
running cross country in general, 
is almost something you should 
overlook, but it’s not. The consis-
tency is such a key point to suc-
cess, when it comes to running, 
when it comes to running long 
distances, when it comes to run-
ning as you’re sort of developing 
your legs and your mileage and 
things like that. So that consisten-
cy underscores the success that 
she’s had, in terms of results,” said 
Coach Hession.

Jones has also exemplified the 
natural traits of being a leader and 
role model, according to Coach 
Hession and her teammates. Ac-
cording to Coach Hession, Jones 
is very vocal in support of her 
teammates during all meets.

“Michaela crosses the finish 
line after working really, real-
ly hard. I mean, when you push 
yourself very hard in a 5k race, 
your body just needs to recover. 
[She’s] managed to figure out that 
perfect balance of just enough to 
catch her breath, and then she 
is immediately along the finish 
line, cheering for the other girls 
to finish… if I could capture that 
in video, that is the quintessen-
tial way to support teammates in 
cross country and she exemplifies 
that.”

During the Loomis Chaffee 
Twilight Meet, Jones ordered 
food for the entire team after 
learning that they wouldn’t get 

back in time for dinner.
“She… [ordered pizza] for us 

at the meet. That’s just a moment 
where she didn’t have to [do any-
thing], but she really cared, and 
it was really great,” said Alisa 
Crueger-Cain ’20.

Jones said that she will miss 
many things about Andover, but 
it’s the people that she will miss 
the most.

“[My teammates] really made 
my time on the team so worth 
it. And during those times when 
I was injured or when I didn’t 
feel like I was improving or I 
was struggling to get a time that 
I wanted, it became more about 
going to practice just to hang out 
with my friends and see my team-
mates. So, I mean, I will definitely 
just miss all of them,” Jones said.

Coach Hession had some part-
ing words for Jones.

“Wherever running takes Mi-
chaela, the fact that she has such 
consistency is only going to help 
her, in ways we might not even 
know yet,” she said.

JERRY SHU

O.TUNG/THEPHILLIPIAN
Jones bought pizza for the whole 
track team after a meet that ran late.

67 Victories, 4 Years As Starter, 2 Years As National Qualifier
and Team Captain: Wrestler Pierce Bausano ’18

Since beginning his wrestling 
career in the fourth grade, Pierce 
Bausano ’18 has been a four-year 
starter for Andover, a two-year 
team captain, and a two-year na-
tional championship qualifier. 
Leading the team to a 52nd place 
finish at the national champion-
ship among 129 teams competing 
this year, Bausano has won 67 
matches during his time at Ando-
ver. This fall, Bausano will attend 
Harvard University, where he will 
continue his career as a wrestler 
for the Crimson.

“Wrestling is an awesome 
sport,” Bausano said. “There are 
few things a high school student 
can do that are more humbling, 
character building, and grit-in-
stilling. The wrestling community 
is one of the friendliest and re-
spectful groups of people there is 
and it is something I am so happy 
to be a part of.”

Bausano’s teammates praised 
him for his skill and dedication.

“He is really just a great person 
in the room, and he always kept 
the atmosphere light-hearted 
when it was supposed to be,” said 
Bausano’s co-captain, Pablo San-
chez ’19. 

Sanchez continued, “Early on, I 

tried to model some leadership af-
ter Pierce, but then I realized you 
cannot really replicate a guy like 
Pierce and his leadership. Pierce 
was always the last person to 
leave, I don’t even know what he 
did half of the time. He was either 
talking to the coaches about the 
lineup, hanging out or even just 
lying down on the mat. The love 
he has for just being in the room 
is something I have always ad-
mired. I want to come early, stay 
after, and love being in the room 
as much as he did. He just project-
ed a passion for the sport.”

Eamon Garrity-Rokous ’20 
added, “One impact he has left on 
the team is a smiling face, a kind 
heart, a determination to sweat 
and work hard, and discipline. 
Personally, I think his jokes, happy 
attitude, and role model persona 
will be missed most next season.”

Bausano credited his father for 
pushing him to be the best he can 
be. Bausano’s father is the wres-
tling coach at Harvard University, 
and will coach his son as a wres-
tler next year.

“Of course my dad needs a 
mention here. He is a special kind 
of supportive person that will 
drive a 12-hour round trips on 
multiple consecutive weekends 
just to sit in a gym all day. It takes 

an even more special person to 
spend his free time wrestling and 
beating a high schooler in some 
sweaty basement gym, just so they 
can be better,” said Bausano.

Bausano also pointed to his 
teammates as inspiration.

“I had a lot of incredible Se-
nior role models while I was on 
the team. Justin Muchnick [’16] 
was captain my first two years 
on the team: I have never met a 
more hardworking or dedicat-
ed person, let alone wrestler. 
Alex Humphries [’16], the Senior 
heavyweight my [Junior] year, 
beat me up every day in practice 
and would not let me quit on him. 
Christian Milotte [’16] and Con-
nor Haugh [’17] were both amaz-
ing drill partners who worked 
with me day in and day out. Adam 
Cohen [’18] is my favorite weirdo,” 
Bausano said.

Bausano’s dedication was such 
that he planned his course load 
around wrestling to allow for 
more training time.

“I love the Andover Wrestling 
program. I loved every second in 
that room. I changed my schedule 
to get seventh free during the win-
ters so I could be the first in the 
room and I would lie on the mats 
after practice until most people 
left,” said Bausano. 

Bausano wrestles in the 
182-pound weight class current-
ly, but has also wrestled in the 
195-pound and 220-pound weight 
classes during his time at Andover.

Off of the mats, Bausano is dis-
tinguished by his preparation and 
composure, but also by his hu-
morous personality, according to 
Sanchez.

“Being his co-captain, a cou-
ple of times during big meets [...] 
we would be huddled up in the 
corner, and I would be struggling 
for words, but Pierce would just 
go out and give an epic speech [...] 
There were a couple times during 
the season when I would lose a big 
match, and Pierce would come up 
to me and say, ‘Hey, take a couple 
minutes to gather yourself, but 
there is a roster of 20 kids that do 
not know what to do right now, 
and they just saw their co-captain 
get beat’. He was a great co-cap-
tain, and I know we are really go-
ing to miss him next year.”

Sanchez continued, “It would 
be impossible to write about 
Pierce without noting all of his 
funny side comments and antics. 
To me, the biggest thing was at na-
tionals. Both Adam Cohen ’18 and 
Pierce were incredibly injured; 
their legs were shot. They were 
both walking around limp, and the 

best memory I have from wres-
tling is them walking through the 
halls of the hotel, limping after 
and throwing pillows at each oth-
er. He is ability to just be a funny 
guy is his biggest strength.”

Bausano also gave a few words 
of advice to the future wrestling 
team: “Don’t take yourself too 
seriously. Classic rock never goes 
out of style. It never matters how 
good a [Junior] is, just how hard 
they work.”

LINDA BIBEAU

O.TUNG/THEPHILLIPIAN
At Andover, Bausano would some-
times design his schedule to free 
up time for him to wrestle more.

J.BUEHLER/THEPHILLIPIAN

Jones was the conference champion in the 800-meter run her lower year.
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Over the past four years, I’ve 
biked nearly 3000 miles with 
Andover Cycling. That’s rough-
ly 170 hours at 18 mph, which 
means I’ve spent a full 7 days 
of my life biking with the team. 
Strangely, this doesn’t feel like 
much time, considering how 
much the program has changed 
my life.

I learned how to ride a bike at 
Andover. I’m not talking about 
those Huffy cruisers with the 
fat tires, but rather a sleek, aero 
road bike. If I could describe 
the beginning of my cycling ex-
perience in two words, it would 
be “safety hazard.” I would tip 
over at every stop sign, skid 
whenever I turned, and get flat 
tires like it was nobody’s busi-
ness. I was sure I wasn’t going 
to make the roster, but the head 
coach, Mr. Zaeder, took a huge 
chance on me by letting me on 
the team. Throughout my first 
season, my teammates exhib-
ited the utmost patience with 
me, waiting if I skidded out, 
inviting me to weekend rides, 
suggesting ways to improve 
my bike-handling skills, and 
supporting me, even though I 
could barely stay upright on the 
bike.

One of the most pivotal mo-
ments of my cycling career 
was when it almost ended for 
good. My freshman year, at a 
brutal race called “The Hell of 
the North,” I crashed during a 
steep dirt descent, landing on 
my shoulder and scraping my 
entire left side. In that moment, 
standing on the side of the 
road with the wind whipping 
through my torn jersey and 
road rashes, I had two options. 
I could wait for the follow ve-
hicle to pick me up (the safer 

and wiser option), or I could 
finish the race (the foolish but 
fearless option). I chose the lat-
ter, finishing the remaining 20 
miles of the race with a broken 
collarbone. I kept on repeat-
ing to myself, “Go, go, go,” and 
it was like I couldn’t think or 
do anything else. The moment 
I decided to finish the race is 
somewhat analogous to the way 
I have learned to live life: fear-
lessly with a touch of grit. 

I haven’t even gotten to the 
most important part of the 
“broken collarbone cycling sto-
ry.” After I finished the hellish 
race, the team split into two 
rallywagons: one would go to 
Boloco, a nearby restaurant, for 
our post-race tradition of get-
ting burritos, and one would go 
straight back to Andover with 
no burritos or dinner, so I could 
get an X-Ray at Isham (the old 
health center) as soon as possi-

ble. I still remember every sin-
gle person who sacrificed their 
burrito to head back to cam-
pus in my rally wagon. They 
let me sit shotgun and control 
the music, which is usually 
the captain’s privilege, and en-
thusiastically played “The Al-
phabet Categories” to distract 
me from the throbbing pain in 
my collarbone. Even though 
my cycling teammates were 
exhausted from the race and 
famished without dinner, they 
still shouted out silly words, 
keeping spirits high in the ral-
ly wagon for my sake. That was 
the first moment in which I 
truly, deeply understood what 
Non Sibi meant at Andover, and 
that “team-first” mentality has 
stuck with me for the past three 
years.

“To be part of an Andover 
sports team is to be part of 
something much bigger than 

oneself.” People say this often, 
and for good reason. Over four 
years, Andover Athletics have 
given me so much, and I feel in-
credibly honored to have been 
able to travel all over New En-
gland to represent the Big Blue 
on the cross-country course, 
indoor track, and on the bike. 
From cheering for my team-
mates at the hilly finish of a 
mountain climb, doing saltine 
challenges at team dinners, and 
belting out “Take Me Home, 
Country Roads” on rally wagon 
rides, these are the moments 
and friends that come around 
once in a lifetime, which I will 
treasure forever. I have the ut-
most respect and admiration 
for all my coaches that have 
spent countless hours with the 
team. Z, Coach Duclos, Coach 
Martin, Coach Hession, and 
Coach Hyland: there are truly 
no words to describe how much 

you have allowed me to become 
a more confident athlete and 
person as a whole by believing 
in me when I didn’t even be-
lieve in myself. 

As a Co-Captain of cycling 
this year, I haven’t forgotten 
my humble beginnings with 
the team. I haven’t forgotten 
freshman me, with the road 
rashes and unbridled energy. I 
haven’t forgotten the way my 
teammates made me feel val-
ued and how I found my niche 
on campus in the homey team 
garage. I’ve biked nearly 3000 
miles with Andover Cycling, 
and I would bike 3000 more 
if I could. Through my coach-
es’ and teammates’ passion, 
grounded efforts, and nev-
er-ceasing positivity, they have 
pushed and inspired me to be-
come the best teammate, cap-
tain, and friend I can be. I hope 
I have done the same.

Learning For Life

My Andover athletic expe-
rience has taken me from the 
JV field hockey field at the back 
of Siberia, to the goal line on 
Graves field, to Loomis Chaf-
fee on Championship Sunday, to 
basketball courts all over, down 
the Merrimack River, and to pub-
lic schools in the south of India. 
When I think about what has 
defined my time here, what has 
shaped each term, it has been the 
sport I was playing or the team I 
was on. 

I had a coach who once told 
me “It has to be bigger than you”, 
and that’s what I love about the 
Big Blue: It’s much much bigger 
than me. Every year before the 
Girls Varsity Soccer Andover/Ex-
eter showdown, Coach Lisa Joel 
gives out a packet of letters from 
alumni for inspiration. I realized 
for the first time when I got that 
packet lower year just how much 
bigger than me it was. Reading 
the words written by GVS alum-
ni that I had never met, that I had 
never even heard of, showed me 
that Andover sports and a passion 
for Big Blue stays with you well 
after graduation. It showed me 
that I was not only playing to add 
a tally to the day’s win column, 
but I was playing for every girl 
that wore the jersey before me. 
To everyone that still has an An-
dover/Exeter left to play, play for 
everyone before you who doesn’t 
have that chance anymore, be-
cause we’d give anything to be 
back in your place.

To set something straight, 
I’m not good at soccer. Learning 
a new sport as the backup for 
the League’s previous All-NEP-
SAC selection, who was choos-
ing where she would continue 
her division-one soccer journey, 
taught me that I could find oth-
er ways to contribute. Whether 
it was a locker room rap battle, a 
weird dance move during a water 
break, or a spoken word poem at 
the pep-rally, I learned that my 
presence mattered. If you watch 
the film of our NEPSAC champi-
onship game, or really any game 
that season, you won’t see me in 
the goal, but I’ll be the first one 
screaming for a good play, or hur-
rying into the dog pile. To all the 
backups and second strings, do 
what you can, find small ways to 
contribute, as everyone relies on 
you off the field.

The girls basketball team nev-
er quite earned the glorious re-
cord I desired. Basketball was, for 
the longest time, the centerpiece 
of my identity, so enduring los-
ing seasons wasn’t exactly what 
I wanted out of my high school 
experience. When Coach Lani 
emailed us during my freshman 
spring, alerting us that we would 
travel to India the following year 
to participate in a service learning 
preseason trip, I was skeptical, 
but I boarded the plane headed 
toward a trip that would alter my 
relationship with sport overall. 
Every day we would board these 
buses in the morning and head to 
local public schools, which often 
consisted only of open-air con-
crete structures with a few rusty 
metal desks and bookshelves. At 
every school, there was some sort 
of clearing in front of a metal rim 
attached to a wall, where the kids 
would play basketball. We had 
the privilege of watching their 
classes and playing pickup with 
them at the end of the school day. 
I watched as children would ar-
rive in the mornings, often com-
ing from one-room homes that 
were flooded because of the mon-
soon season, who were so eager 
to play with us, who were so ex-
cited to just experience the sheer 
joy that the sport brought them. 
For so long, basketball had felt 
like a chore, something I did be-
cause I had to, and every second 
of it felt like a job. Those kids at 
Niswarth reminded me to enjoy 

the sport, to separate the wins 
and the losses, to focus on the lit-
tle things that go well. To all the 
teams in a slump, focus on the ev-
eryday joys, and it won’t feel like 
you are losing. 

As I’m sure everyone on cam-
pus has heard, crew hurts. We 
have these weekly erg tests, 
where the whole team sits down 
and pulls as hard as possible for 
6 minutes. 6 minutes might not 
sound like long, but trust me, 

those are the most dreaded min-
utes of every rower’s week. There 
comes a point around minute 3.5 
where your body presents you 
with a choice. You can either quit, 
give your legs a break, and go easy 
for the last bit, or you can hold 
on and lean into the pain, using 
up whatever energy you can find. 
Crew taught me to hold on, be-
cause you always have more en-
ergy to give, and you will feel so 
much better knowing you didn’t 

stop. To everyone who wants to 
quit, think about your ending and 
how you want to feel when it’s 
over. There is always gas left. 

To every coach I’ve had while 
wearing the blue A, thank you. 
Thank you for nudging me to take 
risks, teaching me resilience, and 
being my biggest supporter. To 
Tony, thanks for being the realest, 
and for keeping us looking fresh. 
To the trainers, thank you for 
making sure we are 100% all the 

MOLLY KATARINCIC

JESS WANG
VIDEO EDITOR CXL

Along For The Ride

ATHLETE REFLECTIONS

D.TULLER/THEPHILLIPIAN
“To everyone who wants to quit, 
think about your ending and how 
you want to feel when it’s over. 
There is always gas left.”

J.BUEHLER/THEPHILLIPIAN
Molly Katarincic ’18 is captain of both the soccer and basketball teams, and rows crew in the spring as well.

A.TADKONDA/THEPHILLIPIAN
“I chose the latter, finishing the re-
maining 20 miles of the race with a 
broken collarbone.”

J.BUEHLER/THEPHILLIPIAN
After breaking her collarbone her lower year, Wang was New England champion in both her upper and senior years.
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Thank You Andover

Four years at Andover has 
taught me a lot about athletics. I’ve 
played midfielder and outside back 
on the soccer team, point guard 
and left bench on the basketball 
team, and handler on the ultimate 
team. All have made me a stronger 
athlete, leader, and teammate, and I 
am proud to have had such a strong 
athletic career.

Perfection is something I strive 
for in athletics. Throughout high 
school, I have learned that it is im-
possible to reach true perfection. 
This rather obvious realization was 
difficult for me to accept as a true 
competitor, someone who always 
wanted to perform at their best. 
Through soccer, I have learned that 
perfection should always be my 
goal, but that I should be content 
and proud of my display, knowing 
that my performance was the best 
it could have possibly been.

Until Upper Year, I struggled to 
find motivation on the soccer field. 
My first two years consisted of a 
lot of laughter and joking around 
on the field, without much effort 
at all needed to win games. The 
short-term happiness of two unde-
feated seasons on the JV team was 
refreshing, but I missed the thrill of 
true competition.

I didn’t work hard to make the 
soccer team, knowing that my spot, 
as an Upper, was more or less solid-
ified. While I was happy to make 
the soccer team, I expected my first 
year to be quite tame. I always did 
the bare minimum in practice so 

that I wouldn’t stand out as a slack-
er.

This mentality, similar to my 
first two years, was very unfulfill-
ing, and as the soccer season went 
on, I began to want more than just a 
letter for making the varsity team. I 
wanted to be a member of the team 
that my coach and teammates val-
ued, a contributor. I began to work 
harder in practice, but my sudden 
burst of commitment didn’t auto-
matically put me in the position I 
wanted to be in. It was a slow pro-
cess, full of disappointment, know-
ing that I was giving my best effort 
and still not contributing to the 
team. But I was improving.

Unfortunately, my efforts that 
season never earned me consistent 
playing time. Nonetheless, it felt 
good to compete against collegiate 
talents, such as Peter Heckendorn 
’17 and Chris Muther ’17, who are 
much better athletes than I, and 
occasionally win a one-on-one bat-
tle. Each win was much more satis-
fying than an entire undefeated JV 
season.

Perspective is how one looks at 
a sport and one’s involvement in 
it. It influences the emotions you 
experience, and how you perform 
in games and practice. Basketball 
taught me that perspective is the 
most fundamental aspect of having 
a successful athletic experience.

I came into Andover with a goal 
of making the varsity basketball 
team. Standing at 5’ 7”, making the 
team Upper Year was a miracle. I 
was proud to be the 15th man on 
the varsity team.

After a few weeks of playing a 
practice roll and rarely breaking a 
sweat during practice, I realized 
that my position on the varsity bas-
ketball team wasn’t for me. This 
had nothing to do with the system 
or the coaches. I am very apprecia-
tive of all the coaches in the Varsi-
ty program and they have taught 
me a lot throughout my basketball 
career. However, these fantastic 
coaches did not change the fact 
that I played during half of every-
day practice and didn’t touch the 
court during games.

After the season ended, I did not 
feel like I was a part of the team, 
and I realized that I not only want-
ed to be a member of the basketball 
team, but I wanted to feel valued 
by the basketball team. The role 
that I chose to play made me feel 

separate from the members of the 
team who were receiving criticism 
during film sessions. This was not 
at all what I was looking for, so my 
senior year I made the decision to 
quit the varsity team and play intra-
mural basketball instead.

This was one of the best deci-
sions I have ever made as an ath-
lete. In basketball, I wasn’t looking 
for a hyper competitive environ-
ment, for I knew I wasn’t capable 
of competing with the best players. 
My skill set was more suited for 
the semi-competitive cluster ball 
courts, where the goal was not to 
play your best, but to have a good 
time. This change in perspective 
made me much happier with my 
position as an athlete, and taught 
me that my intentions in playing 
basketball were much different 
from other sports.

Chemistry is the composition of 

team relationships, and by far my 
favorite part of Andover athletics. 
The connection built in working 
towards a mutual goal is an inex-
plicable bond. In ultimate, I have 
learned that chemistry and team-
work are the most important part 
of athletics and is one of the only 
aspects of sports that translates off 
the field.

Through ultimate, I have met 
two of my best friends, James 
Wolfe ’17 and Isaiah Lee ’19.

Wolfe has always been my ath-
letic role model. Ever since fresh-
man year I have idolized his ath-
leticism, passion, and commitment 
to Ultimate, and ever since our first 
interaction I have strived to be-
come more like him.

Lee has given me a role model in 
positivity and attitude. He is always 
reminding me that it is possible 
to respect an opponent and com-

pete with full intensity. A genuine 
handshake and “Great game!” after 
an intense match is honorable and 
mature. Thanks to Lee, I am not 
only a better athlete, but a better 
person, and I am very grateful that 
Andover athletics have brought me 
such strong relationships.

Overall, during my four years at 
Andover, I can confidently say that 
Athletics has brought me the most 
joy whether that be on or off the 
field or court. If I were to leave any 
advice for rising stars, it would be 
to try something new. In my own 
experience, my best athletic mo-
ments have come from times I have 
not expected.

I would like to end this with a 
Drake lyric that I feel represents 
my athletic experience with exqui-
site precision:

“Steph Curry with the shot, boy.”

REUBEN PHILIP
SPORTS EDITOR CXL

Failure, Fortune, and Sauce

ATHLETE REFLECTIONS

S.BAHNASY/THEPHILLIPIAN

“Try something new. In my own 
experience, my best athletic 
moments have come from times I 
have not expected.”

C.WAGGONER/THEPHILLIPIAN

Reuben Philip ’18 is Andover Varsity Ultimate’s team captain. He was on the varsity basketball team for one year, 
but left for cluster basketball after deciding that the varsity team wasn’t for him.

When I first stepped foot on 
this campus, I truly believed that 
I could make the Boys Varsity Soc-
cer team within a few years. Al-
though I hadn’t touched a soccer 
ball over the long, Chicago sum-
mer, my belief in my ability never 
faltered. During my first few days 
at this school, I tried out for JV2 
and was quickly relegated to JV3. 
This minor setback, an emotional-
ly traumatic moment at the time, 
allowed me to connect with other 
Juniors at Phillips Academy, some 
of whom became my close friends 
for the remainder of my Andover 
career. Although I didn’t know it 
at the time, this trend of athletic 
failure would continue for the ma-
jority of my Andover career. How-
ever, the life experience I gained 
throughout my four years in An-
dover athletics built my character 
and helped me find outstanding 
role models and friends. 

During my Lower year, I was cut 
from the JV soccer team and be-
came the captain on an infamous 
JV2 squad. Our team consisted of a 
few Lowers and five or six Juniors. 
Although we had an unprecedent-
ed mix of student-athletes, we 
went undefeated in the 2015-2016 
season. Before each game, I made 
an inspirational and entertain-
ing speech, but my playing ability 
never truly progressed. Despite 
this stagnation, some of my favor-
ite memories from my Andover 
career come from that group of 
individuals playing under Coach 
Nyamwaya. Whether it was our 
bus rides to and from away games 
or our practices, there was never a 
dull moment with that team. 

My Upper Year, I hoped for a 
Varsity letter in the fall. Visiting 
the team’s preseason, I was enam-

ored by the mental and physical 
skills of my older teammates, but 
I realized that I wasn’t cut out for 
the premier boys soccer team on 
campus. At the beginning of the 
academic year, I was released from 
the team after one day of tryouts. 
However, emboldened by over-
confidence, I continued the trend 
of never touching a soccer ball out-
side of the fall season at PA.

Finally, in my Senior year, I was 
cut from the varsity team during 
the final day of tryouts. Prior to 
this moment, I had never consid-
ered myself an “athlete,” but I had 
always believed that I could make 
the soccer team. This heartbreak-
ing moment caused me to confront 
my lack of soccer prowess. I had 
originally believed that I could 
achieve my goal without working 
hard. This idea was obviously a 
costly mistake. However, my time 
in the soccer program gave me 
wonderful, lifelong friendships, an 
achievement far more important 
than a blue jacket with a soccer 

logo.
I decided to slide in Senior Fall 

after being cut from the soccer 
team, and I wanted to prove to my-
self that I could excel at an athletic 
endeavor. I had run track since the 
seventh grade, and I wanted to im-
prove my athleticism for the High 
Jump. This improvement would 
only come after weeks of hard 
work and healthy eating. 

For my track story, I need to dis-
cuss the context for my eventual 
success. From my Lower winter 
till my Upper spring, I experienced 
countless weeks of fruitless high 
jumping. In fact, for many track 
meets I couldn’t even clear the 
starting height of 4’6”. My first 
cleared height came at the Ando-
ver/Exeter meet in Lower Spring, 
and this was one of the defining 
moments of my short-lived track 
career. 

During Upper Year, I continued 
to avoid the gym and didn’t work 
to improve my jumping ability. 
I believed that I could coast my 

way to a Varsity letter. This wasn’t 
true during Winter Track, but mi-
raculously worked out during the 
spring. One of my most memorable 
moments from that spring season 
occurred at the Andover/Exeter 
meet. I built on years of momen-
tum and cleared 5’0”. This height, 
a benchmark for mediocre jump-
ers in the NEPSTA league, boosted 
my morale. Furthermore, I was fi-
nally classified in the same echelon 
of jumpers as Henry Wakelin ’17 
and Rohan Lewis ’17.  

In my final year in the track 
program, I was supposed to be an 
experienced leader. On top of this 
predetermined role, I understood 
that I couldn’t lead my fellow ath-
letes if I wasn’t athletically gifted 
at the High Jump. So, for the en-
tirety of my fall term, I visited the 
gym. Mixing plyometric exercises 
with squatting three times a week 
drastically improved my jumping 
ability. 

During the first meet of Winter 
term, I was incredibly nervous. I 

knew that I had put in the person-
al effort to succeed, but I didn’t 
know if I could translate my work 
in the gym to my high jumping 
performance in the Snyder Center. 
During that first meet, I cleared 
5’4” and won the competition. 
My four-inch improvement in 7 
months was impressive, and my 
new personal record (PR) topped 
Fredericka Lucas’s ’18 best jump. 
Fredericka and I had competed 
throughout our four years togeth-
er as jumpers, and I had always 
envied her athletic ability and her 
PR of 5’2”. After this stellar per-
formance, I would continue to 
dominate the High Jump event 
throughout Senior winter and 
most of Senior spring. Although 
my athletic success in track was 
a product of my immense failure 
in soccer, I credit myself, today, as 
an athlete. In fact, I learnt a cliché 
athletic lesson through my expe-
riences; hard work can trump any 
physical deficiency. 

ANJUNAE CHANDRAN
SPORTS EDITOR CXL

D.ZHU/THEPHILLIPIAN

“I learnt a cliché athletic lesson 
through my experiences; hard work 
can trump any physical deficiency.”

R.PREM/THEPHILLIPIAN

While he dreamed to make the varsity soccer squad, Anjunae Chandran ’18 never quite made the cut. He turned to the track and the jump bar instead.
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EIGHTH PAGE
Commencement Edition

OVERHEARD At 
Graduation

This Year Has Been 
Hard For Alex...

All those articles written by the mysterious ‘STAFF’? 
Written by Alex. Did he get credit for them? No. Well, 
that ends now. Alex would like to take credit for all of 
those articles, but here are some other things he also 

takes credit for.

–The construction of the set of the Moon Landing.

–Reintroducing pigeons to the U.S. Postal Service.

–Slashing the funding for local bakeries nation-
wide.

 –Tripping Dick Cheney at the Rose Bowl.

–Getting Warren Buffett slimed at the Nickelode-
on Kids’ Choice Award.

–Placing Shanghai under martial law to combat the 
rise of name-calling.

– Attending The Inaugural Ball dressed as Tony 
Hawk as a show of protest.

–Mandating tickle fights on the Senate floor to 
promote a bipartisan, and more importantly, silly, 
atmosphere.

–Making home-churned butter and ankle-length 
skirts fashionable again. 

“Wait, that’s it?”

“Did you really think you wouldn’t have to re-
pay us for all that tuition?”

“The rates to dock your riverboat 
around here are crazy!”

“Is Prosy Mosy 
going to be here?”

“I can tell you one thing, you aren’t getting in this car 
until you stop crying.”

“What do you mean we’re at the wrong 
Phillips Academy?”

“Do you think con-
gratulatory remarks 

grow on trees?”

A Brief Update 
on the Fundaraising 

Campaign

Since its announce-
ment in 2017, Ando-
ver’s Knowledge and 
Goodness Campaign, 
the largest fundraising 
event for more Chick-
en Nugget Fridays in 
independent second-
ary school history, 
has been desperate-
ly searching for do-
nors. Despite enticing 
wealthy alumni with 
“Big, Blue, Wealthy” 
sweatshirts from Cam-
pus Closet, fast pass-
es to the front of the 
stirfry line, and limited 
edition “Empathy, Bal-
ance Your Checkbook, 
and Include Us In Your 
Spendings” shirts, the 
fund has only accumu-
lated $57.19, a stale ba-
gel, and several foreign 
coins.

“I was ready to give 
back the Academy in 
any way I could. I love 
that place. Billions, my 
life savings, my insur-
ance policy, anything. 
But once I found that 
the donations weren’t 
going to be tax-deduct-
ible, well…” said Rich-
ard “The Rich” Jones 
’59. “Maybe I’ll toss ‘em 
a couple lottery cards 
and see how that pans 
out.”

Andover plans to 
host yet another gala 
at the start of this sum-
mer, in tandem with 
the Student Activities 

Office. For the small 
price of a prep-school 
education, attendees 
can listen to music 
from DJ Alex, munch 
on Den cookies, and 
schmooze with other 
elite alums in the only 
available space on Fri-
day nights, the GW 
Mailroom.

“No, we’re not doing 
as well as we hoped, 
but you’ve got to be-
lieve that people want 
to help out the school. 
I mean, why wouldn’t 
they? And we’ve got a 
stellar night coming up. 
We’ve got a whole sys-
tem: donate a million 
for a bench with your 
name on it, two mil-
lion for a classroom in 

Gelb, half a billion for 
a building... Followed 
by a game of ‘odds are’. 
Hey, odds are one to 
ten that you donate 
your entire life savings 
to the campaign. Haha! 
So spontaneous and 
fresh. It’s going to be 
a blast.” said Frannie 
Smith ’92, Associate 
Director of the Cam-
paign, as the admin-
istration grimaced in 
support. “With the pro-
ceeds from this night, 
we plan to turn ‘Youth 
from Every Quarter’ 
into ‘Youth from Every 
Hundred-Dollar Bill,’” 
she added.

MARGOT HUTCHINS

The latest fundraising apparel.

A Note From the 
Editors

Here it is. Six times the fun of one normal section! It 

wasn’t easy, but most things in life that don’t involve 

falcons aren’t anyway. We hope you enjoy, and if you 

have any complaints please write us and burn the letter.

“I was promised an extravagant and fiscally inadvisable 
ice sculpture!”

“Do you 
validate parking? 

Well what about my 
existence?”

“Shouldn’t somebody stop the guy 
throwing batteries at the speakers?”

Peace is unrealistic T h e  P h i l l i p i a n EIGHTH PAGE F7
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That Picture of the Belltower is 
Intentionally Stretched to Maximise 

Phallic Allusions
The Year’s Top Headlines

• Eighth Page Editor Replaced With  
Circus Monkey, Continuity   
Maintained

• Inflated Egos Leading Cause in Poor 
College Admissions Results

• The Phillipian Is Planning Some-
thing Big for Next Year, and They 
Won’t Tell Us What

• Hypothesis that Everyone Talks 
About You When You Leave the Room 
is Proven Correct

• Deforestation is Bad, But Is It Worse 
Than My Stepdad?

• Local Kid Stands Up To Larger Bully, 
Learns Valuable Lesson About Pick-
ing Your Fights

• Reminder: Nothing Good in Your Life 
Will Last Forever, So Just Buy That 
Jet Ski

• Corporate Sponsors Play Very, Very 
Hard to Get With the Eighth Page

• Questions Arise After Eighth Page
   Editor Seen With Friends

• Swans Can Be Real Meanies When 
They Want to Be

• It’s Totally Not Weird To Read At a 
Third Grade Level

• You Should Be Very, Very Concerned

• She’s Not Going to Call, Just Move On 

• Readers Obviously Don’t Realize 
How Quickly Writing These Head-
lines Becomes Boring. 

Hand Size To Be Added 
to Andover’s Applica-

tion for Academic Year 
2019-2020. 

Our Question is, Why?

Recently, prospective 
students have become 
befuddled surrounding 
the detail requested on 
this year’s applications.  
Among many, some would 
say “intrusive”, queries, 
the one that stood out was 
“Hand Size?”. Many ap-
plicants didn’t even know 
what the American Ma-
nus Assocation’s standard 
measuring one’s hand size 
is.  Turns out, circumfer-
ence and finger length are 
the required distances, 
but lifelines are option-
al. However, the question 
of why the admissions 
team so dearly sought af-
ter hand measurements 
was something the Eighth 
Page’s investigative team 
was aching to find out–and 
we weren’t disappointed.

After repeated emails, 
ambush meetings, and bor-
derline stalker-y house-
calls, we still weren’t get-
ting anywhere. All that we 
had were vague responses 
about, “the holistic appli-
cation review method” 
and discouraging messag-
es  accompanied by ap-
preciated, but nonetheless 
unethical, bribes to halt 
our investigation. Howev-
er, a scholarly Urban Dic-
tionary entry led us to the 
legend of hand and phal-
lus size correlation, which 
for the record was a shock 
to all of us.

Could this be the rea-
son for the secrecy? We 
thought surely an institu-
tion as prestigious as Phil-
lips Academy would never 
dabble in the promiscuous 
drudgery of collecting this 
data.

The detailed admis-
sion records of hand size 

and mathematical calcula-
tions for the class of 2022 
seemed insignificant and 
unnecessary, but it was 
quite the opposite. 

Was Andover Admis-
sions trying to genetically 
engineer the ideal Ando-
ver class? It wouldn’t be 
completely unexpected, 
what with the level of suc-
cess expected for all at 
Phillips Academy, but we 
felt that this might be the 
first crack in Andover’s fa-
cade of excellence.

We went to both fu-
ture, former, and cur-
rent students to see what 
they thought about the 
now even more exten-
sive application process. 
Elias Frank ‘19, who has 
a 4.5-inch hand and ring 
size 5, felt the most pes-
simistically about the 
new screenings, saying 
“It’s preposterous–people 
should not be evaluated on 
physical details that have 
been proven unrelated in 
correlation. Those of us 
with smaller hands can-
not be cast as lesser. Sure, 
I have to buy special mugs 
with smaller handles, but 
I that by no means affects 
my ability to do anything 

other than consume hot 
liquids, and hold hands 
normally.” However, Ry-
der Martin, future class 
of 2022, took almost the 
opposite stance and said: 
“Why shouldn’t those who 
are more well-rounded be 
given precedence?” When 
questioned about his back-
ground and qualifications 
for PA (Martin scored in 
the 32nd percentile on the 
SSAT and has a B- average, 
in addition to listing his 
biggest hobby as “keeping 
the administration on its 
toes”), he gave the answer 
“Look, all I know is they 
saw me buying Pagnum 
extra-large gloves in CVS

 and asked me to come 
in for an interview.” While 
the grounds for his accep-
tance is shaky, Martin

does have impressive-
ly large hands (trash-can 
lid-esque, for those who 
are curious). The Eighth 
Page may not have been 
able to turn up any solid 
evidence of a conspiracy, 
but given today’s world we 
don’t feel like that means 
our readers should stop 
themselves from drawing 
wild conclusions.   

LILY RADEMACHER

This is our question, written on a hand. Clever.

So the year is over. The seniors are moving on. Some of you will be 
missed. But I’ll cut the horse manure, some of you will not. The ones who 
shoved me into the meat locker so I would, “chill out.” Those of you who 
thought calling me “egg boy” for the past three years was funny because 

I laid ONE golden egg. Finally, the select individuals who would dress up 
as my mother and haunt my room, not cool. My build may lend itself more 

naturally to exploring tight spaces and not the philistinic practice of self 
defense, but when my knock-knock joke podcast series takes off you’ll all 

be the ones getting nailed with water balloons filled with mayonnaise.



F9 EIGHTH PAGE T h e  P h i l l i p i a n Washed up, huh?

We Were Promised Chipotle if we Finished 
This Issue Early, So We’re Sorry if it Seems a 

Little Rushed. Blame Management.
Eighth Page’s Annual 
Talent Show / Beauty 
Pageant Once Again 

a Huge Success

As the annual Phil-
lipian Writers Com-
petition approaches, 
the esteemed Eighth 
Page writers prepare 
for hours with “how 
to be funny for dum-
mies 101” and picking 
out the “perfect out-
fits.” The categories 
range from that burnt 
aftertaste on one’s 
breath to how fast you 
can make a random 
grandmother uncom-
fortable. Reports from 
last year’s winners So-
phia Gilmour and Alex 
Bernhard say, “it was a 
tough round last year, 
but let’s face it none of 
these writers are that 
funny so we will end 
up winning again, un-
fortunately.” Sources 
from last year report 
the Dean of Students 
as a competitor but 
they fell short when 
they didn’t manage to 
successfully wrestle 
an anxious puma. 

Maggie Stern ’20 
reported, “This was 
my first pageant and I 
need to make associate 
so I prepared my cos-

tume with the theme 
of owls, and trust me it 
looked just as off-put-
ting as whatever image 
just popped into your 
head.” Other writers, 
however, like John 
William Shindlocker 
III focused more on 
the comedy side by 
practicing his horse 
impersonation and in-
creasing his mouth’s 
maximum marshmal-
low capacity. One of 
Shindlocker’s dorm 
mates observed that, “I 
haven’t seen him this 
zoned in since the Fa-
ther-Son Regatta last 

summer. Everynight 
he puts on war paint 
and sykes himself up 
in front of a mirror.”

  At the end of 
the day Gilmour and 
Bernhard made every-
one (well at least the 
kind-of-funny people) 
winners, so they can 
finally take a break 
from editing. Inside 
sources have that the 
prize was not one, but 
two reasonably moist 
almonds.  

RACHEL NEPLOKH

Alex and Sophia celebrate both their talent and their 
beauty.

Spelling Bee Champion 
Hailed as Local Hero 

and Most Admired Guy 
in School

With the end of the 
Scripps National Spell-
ing Bee on Saturday, 
crowds gathered at the 
George Washington 
Hall Circle to welcome 
the second coming of 
their lord and savior, 
David Schwartzman, 
spelling bee cham-
pion. Standing at a 
proud 5’3”, Schwartz-
man describes him-
self as “shorter than 
most of the words I 
spell” while his peers 
describe him as “king 
Schwa” and “the big-
gest guy, or, well, at 
least the biggest pres-
ence on campus.” Many 
students report that 
Schwartzman walking 
by in his jewel-adorned 
robes makes their day, 
and that knowing they 
live in the presence 
of one of the coolest 
cats to walk this earth 
has really reignited 
their faith in religion.

Support for 
Schwartzman has 
grown so popular 
among students on 
campus that he now 
receives personal pro-

tection from Phillips 
Academy Public Safe-
ty, though the officers 
have been reported as 
pestering Schwartz-
man for autographs and 
selfies as well. Head of 
School John Palfrey, in 
a recent statement to 
the student body, re-
ported his own admira-
tion for the spelling bee 
champion, naming him 
the “crowning achieve-
ment of his career,” and 
remarked that he was 
really impressed by 
how “the kid really just 
goes at words, tearing 
those things apart.” 

In his sleep, 

Schwartzman is said to 
emit a constant stream 
of dictionary defini-
tions and can often be 
heard muttering, “Lan-
guage of origin, please,” 
and “Could you use it in 
a sentence?” under his 
breath. At press time, 
Schwartzman told The 
Phillipian his proud-
est accomplishment 
was being able to spell 
pneumonoultramicro-
scopicsilicovolcanoco-
niosis, a word he de-
scribed with a smirk 
as “the second longest 
thing he’s proud of.”

WILL LEGGAT

My hero, admiring his trophy.

Andover >Miscellaneous

Large Men Wanted
$200/hour

Hello! Thank you so much for clicking on 
this advertisement. My name is Mike and I’m 
a pretty cool guy, haha. I’m looking for you, 
large man, because I am in need of a body-
guard. You must be able to fend off attackers 
wielding walkers, canes, or photo albums of 
their grandson, Jeremy, who’s a doctor in West-
chester. Price is negotiable, but trust me I’m in 
the right here.

Looking For 
Supplier Of Bulk 
Packing Peanuts
$0.05/peanut

Look, I’m a dreamer, an inventor, and most 
importantly an entrepreneur. Most people see 
packing peanuts and they think, “Oh boy, those 
grapes have definitely gone bad,” but what I 
see is endless opportunity. Do you have any 
idea how many packing peanuts it takes to 
really freak out a toddler? Well I do and I think 
we all know how that knowledge can be turned 
into a profitable business. Please only contact 
me with serious responses.

In Need of 
Shepherd’s Crook
$27

My name is Jaaziel of Eshcol. Recently, I was 
worshiping to false idols when a bolt of light-
ing struck my most cherished crook and turned 
it into a serpent. All of my flock has wandered 
and I must pay my tithes soon. I would prefer 
one made of Lebanon Cedar but at this point 
anything will do. Also, I only deal in shekels, 
so there’s that. 

Lost Pride, Will 
Pay Large Reward
Priceless

I recently seemed to have misplaced my digni-
ty. It was last seen at the Rockingham Mall last 
Tuesday. I lost it in the froyo store when an 11 
year old girl cut me in line, and I said nothing. 
Please help me — my wife and kids won’t talk 
to me anymore.

Washed up, huh? T h e  P h i l l i p i a n EIGHTH PAGE F9
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this Page is Brought to you by 
[Corporate Sponsor] 

See How Good at This we Could be? Please Hire us.

Prosy Mosy
(A.K.A. Alex Bernhard)

Strikes Back
In another shocking display of his ability to 

ignore criticism, Prosy Mosy has blackmailed us 
into publishing his newest, and final, collection of 

poetry. We are so sorry.

Worm
Those slippery laces,
Those squishy snacks,
Those tender lovers.

Their sensuality is undeniable
Their voluptuousness is quantifiable
It’s three.

That Tingle
Yes you know
Of course you do
That feeling when
they sees you.

The way they look at you
And say
“You really aren’t supposed to be 
in the ball pit unless 
You’re looking for your kid.”

And I think we all know what that 
means~

Caged
Cages come in many forms
Some physical
But far many more emotional       
or mental

However
In my case
The form is that of a bear trap
That I mistook 
For my blind date

Someone please send help
Or some lubricant 
So I may free myself

What Poetry Means to Me
Dictionaries will tell you
That poetry
Is the pursuit of                               
that perfect pancake.
Or teaching someone else’s kid 
how to ride a bike, to rob   
their father      
of that precious memory.

But I am here to tell you
That poetry is actually
A tool to garner favor 
Among the educated and jaded 
ruling class.

As such I must resign from this 
time honored profession
I have run out of space                    
on my computer
And my parents won’t                    
return my calls.
They also changed their last 
names.

Farewell,
I am certain I will be dearly missed. Fear not, 
for I am really getting into performance arts 
so I’ll probably master that next.

Exclusive Interview With 
Now-Disbanded, Andover, 

Crime-Busting Gang
Andover was once a 

place of crooked dealings, 
mystery, intrigue, and fake 
ghosts that turned out to 
just be adults with too 
much time on their hands. 
Some things, like the vil-
lainous nature of these 
adults, has not changed, 
but the rest are markers of 
a different campus. This 
is because of one group 
that sought to root out the 
swindlers, the charlatans, 
and the four-flushers that 
plagued the School on 
the Hill for so long with 
their various artifices. The 
group we dare to call our-
selves worthy of speaking 
of is, of course, the Fair-
ness Patrol. Active from 
1987-1991, the Fairness 
Patrol, or F.P., was widely 
influenced by the cartoon 
show with the goofy dog 
that we can’t name for le-
gal reasons. The founder, 
Bret Huffer ’91, said he 
was originally inspired to 

start this gang after some-
one dressed as a ghost 
forced him to buy him 
and all his friends beer, 
which lead to disciplinary 
consequences. Ironically, 
Huffer’s first case is the 
only one whose perpetra-
tor was never caught.

Huffer said, “What 
started out as an excuse to 
carry cool flashlights actu-
ally turned into something 
none of us were ready for. 
We ended up getting too 
deep, so the administra-
tion shut us down.” 

Huffer, no stranger to 
danger after serving as a 
cultural advisor for the 
Yakuza, said that his scari-
est experience was during 
his time on the F.P.

 “There was a rumor 
that there was a coyote in 
the sanctuary terrorizing 
students so naturally we 
investigated to see what 
kind of sick person was 
responsible for this. When 
we caught the thing and 
tried to pull of the mask, 
however, we realized that 

instead of a crooked old 
man it was actually a very, 
very, angry coyote. So yeah 
that was pretty scary.” 

Washington Murberry, 
Dean of Students during 
the F.P.’s reign, said (while 
sweating profusely), 
“Haha, crazy kids. I have 
no idea what they thought 
they were going to find. 
There just wasn’t anything 
fishy going on. All these 

rumors about who was 
sleeping in whose office 
because their wife kicked 
them out were just ridicu-
lous. I don’t even remem-
ber the details. But yeah I 
disbanded them for unre-
lated reasons.” The plot, 
like batter after adding 
more flour, thickens. 

 

STAFF

A reconstruction of the ghost that made Bret buy beer.

Faculy 
Retiring

The administration asked us to write up some of the faculty who will not be joining us next year 
as part of our work-release program. Enjoy reading about the end of what will have been for 

many of these people the best chapter in their lives, you sick deviant. 
Editor’s Note: We’d like to sincerely apologize for Shawna’s inclusion in this piece.

Nobody could move vacuums like Mr. Mucky; he was the Hoover King of the Merrimack Valley 
at the ripe age of 24. After the catastrophic introduction of brooms to the local market, he was 
forced to find a menial job as Andover’s Dean of Studies. He remained in this role for a shock-
ing, tumultuous, substance fueled, and frankly reckless 38 years. Mr. Mucky’s biggest contri-
butions to campus were without a doubt ending OPP’s use of sheep in place of lawnmowers 
and repurposing the gum scraped from the underside of tables to be used to secure students 
during the ropes course. If that doesn’t give you a sense of what a whackjob this guy is, then 

nothing else I can write will.

Pil Mucky

There’s not much one can say about Shawna, but alas we have to fill this space. Frankly, Ms. 
Gunker did very little of importance, and while we may be able to stir up some fond memo-

ries from past alumni if we really tried, we don’t think that would impact literally anyone. Ms. 
Gunker is forcing us to include her favorite Andover memory, so buckle up and have the com-

mon decency to read it. Here go our journalistic careers: “I remember one day Mr. Mendez was 
all dressed up for a big meeting and he was walking through [Paresky] Commons when sudden-
ly, out of nowhere, a hawk just came down and nested on his head!” Exciting stuff, Ms. Gunker, 

really great to hear from you for the final time.

Shawna Gunker

Mr. Beguy was beloved by students for ten years. He was respected, admired, and compas-
sionate. Unfortunately he was (sort of) framed for dealing drugs to students, probably by Ms. 
Gunker. Mr. Beguy and his mellow weekly dinner & discussion will be really, really missed by 

seemingly more anxious students everywhere on campus. Thank you for your service — there 
is no doubt you will have many visitors at your next correctional facility!

Frezno Beguy
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Cards Against Humanity: Andover Edition
(Cut Them Out, Only Boring Things on the Back of the Page)

The dean of 
________ would 
like to invite you 
to a private 
meeting in 
their office this 
Wednesday.

This week’s 
ASM speaker 
will be 
addressing the 
topic of _____.

What was the 
answer to the 
first question 
on the English 
pop quiz?

Remember the 
days before the 
bluebook 
prohibited 
_______?

New 
committee 
looking to 
revise school 
policy on 
________.

The Dean of 
Students Office 
would like to 
inform you that 
your request 
for ______ has 
been denied.

______ is 
ruining my 
relationship 
with my house 
counselor.

Andover to add 
______ as a 
new ‘life sport’

Non-Sibi 
propaganda

The 4x5 
schedule

Tying PAPS 
officers’ 
shoelaces 
together

“Anonymous” 
surveys

Random dorm 
searches

Precocious 
young 
republicans

Mr. Palfrey 
winging it at 
ASM

Dishonestly 
filling out State 
of the Academy

Ballin’ with the 
boys

Naviance 
scattergrams

An 
especially 
suspicious 
squirrel

The existence 
of the Tang 
Institute

Get lost, 18! T h e  P h i l l i p i a n EIGHTH PAGE F11
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Is it Hot in Here 
or are my Sweat Glands Overly Active?

Reviews of our favorite and least favorite places to hang out on campus 
- just like the ones your mother wrote after the four seasons ran out of 
towels and refused to supply an extra velvet bathrobe during your last 

family trip to Italy.

Too many children, what kind of restaurant is this??

Great value for money (food was completely free and not bad), but way too many kids hanging around. Confusing 
seating plan. Someone called ‘public security’ on me before I could get dessert. Would recommend to all below age 
of 18.

–Mark Samuels 
(not at all affiliated with 
Phillips Academy)
on Paresky Commons

I can’t believe these are supposed to be the smartest kids in the 
country…

They are behaving like animals, the music is way too loud and it smells bad out here. A group of seniors just threw 
one of my BIO 100 students over the top of the crowd and yelled “surf young one!” Is he okay? I haven’t seen him 
since. This is why I’m resigning. Tip for teachers: chaperone movie night instead.

– Joel McDonald 
(biology teaching fellow)
on chaperoning last 
chance dance

I have a crippling fear of heights and water.

This is the hardest course I’ve ever taken. Cannot believe I have to do all this Bear Grylls stuff to graduate. If you can 
get out of it, get out of it.

– Adam Bert ’18 
on Physical Education

Great time, good people

Great conversation. It’s nice to finally have people ask me questions about myself- it’s always me trying to keep the 
conversation going you know? Comfortable setting too. Overall really nice time.– Parker Williams ’17

on the DC that led to his 
dismissal

Boring way to spend a Saturday night.

Cool crowd of people there, but absolutely nothing to do and there’s no talking allowed. Thought this would be 
some kind of dance or event but everyone’s just doing homework and there are no snacks. Will not be accepting 
my invitation next time.

– Amelia Ellis ’19 
on mandatory study 
hall

In Accordance With Theme 
of ‘Citizenship’, Pitbull 

A.K.A. Mr Worldwide Sched-
uled to Speak at ASM

Pitbull, a.k.a. Mr. 
Worldwide, has been 
scheduled to speak at All-
School Meeting (ASM) in 
the fall of 2018. This is a 
very bold choice by the ad-
ministration, but Head of 
School John Palfrey him-
self promoted the idea. 
Many students, however, 
have reacted very nega-
tively to this news. 

Pitbull has a histo-
ry of using lyrics that are 
considered immoral and 
unethical, and that my 
new stepfather, Greg, ob-
viously payed attention to. 
Lines like “we gon’ freak 
some more, but first for-
get about your boyfriend,” 
from Pitbull’s “Hotel 
Room Service” have many 
religious leaders and 
nerds alike worried about 
this choice of speaker. His 
song, “Give Me Everything 
Tonight,” which has 173 
million plays on Spotify, 
contains the lyrics, “Don’t 
care what they say… Let’s 
do it tonight.” This con-
troversy has lead to the 
planning of many protests, 
coordinated by both facul-
ty and the lamer students 
on campus. 

On Tuesday afternoon, 
poster-making sessions 

were held in Lower Right 
of Paresky Commons for 
the upcoming protest 
against Pitbull. Edwin 
Colloq ’21 talked to The 
Phillipian about the post-
ers that were made. 

Colloq said, “There was 
a great showing of com-
munity, and we are giving 
a voice to the students of 
this campus. I, personally, 
made a sign saying, ‘YOU 
CAN GO FREAK AT EX-
ETER.’ ” 

Many students are also 
frustrated with the denial 
of Lady Gaga coming to 
ASM. Palfrey has claimed 
that this was because Gaga 
insisted on ziplining from 

the balcony to the stage 
and also because he just 
doesn’t “vibe” with her 
music. 

Countless conspira-
cy theories arose from 
this vague reasoning. 
Some speculate that Pal-
frey knew Gaga from his 
days in Cuba, where they 
were ‘cultural advisors.’ 
Students are demanding 
answers from the admin-
istration, but as of now 
Pitbull will still be speak-
ing. One can only hope 
this massive gamble on the 
administration’s part will 
pay off; God knows the 
stakes have literally never 
been higher.

AIDAN BARBER

Mr. Worldwide: a shining beacon of inclusion and light in 
this harsh, unforgiving world.

Student Returns From 
Year Abroad Absolutely 

Insufferable

“For most people, it’s 
not every day you wake 
up on the streets of Seville 
with a stomach full of pa-
ella, and the fire of Span-
ish nationalism burning 
in your heart, ” says Bar-
tholomew Van Der Veen 
’18, with nostalgic tears in 
his eyes, “but for me, last 
year, it was.” 

Van Der Veen returned 
from his year abroad in 
Seville, Spain this Fall. 
Though back in his moth-
er country, his trip is far 
from forgotten. In an ex-
clusive interview with The 
Phillipian, he recounted 
some of his experiences, 
and how they are going to 
shape and change his An-
dover experience. 

“It was the most trans-
formative experience of 
my life. Have you ever 
been to Spain? Oh, you 
have? Well, you probably 
don’t really understand it 
anyway. I don’t feel like 
an American anymore. It’s 
like I’m this crazy hybrid. 
Something out of Mar-
vel. I keep on accidental-
ly speaking Spanish and 
my friends all look at me 
like I’m crazy but I can 
see the admiration in their 
eyes. Kind of like in mov-

ies when someone devel-
ops a super power and all 
their friends stop hanging 
out with them because 
they’re so intimidated and 
stuff. It’s kind of like that. 
” said Van Der Veen, with a 
heavy Andalusian accent. 

Van Der Veen’s friends, 
on the other hand, share 
a different story. “Dude, 
he’s so annoying,” said 
Andy Smith ’18. “Did you 
know that that’s not even 
his real name? Yeah. His 
real name is Mark Watts. 
He says he felt he had to 
change it when he ‘under-
went his transformation’. 
He starts speaking in this 
wack Spanish accent and 

pretending like he doesn’t 
understand English. What 
a (bad word for a male 
member that somebody 
thinks, “doesn’t reflect 
well on The Phillipian).”

At press time Van Der 
Veen was overheard dis-
cussing the “real mean-
ing of culture” with a six 
year old faculty child. She 
seemed particularly im-
pressed by his take on the 
‘siesta fiesta’ lifestyle.

Editor’s note: We’re 
really just trying to fill 
space at this stage. Did 
you laugh? We don’t care 
as long as there’s no white 
space on this page so keep 
your opinions to yourself.

STAFF

Brooding, patriotic, mysterious. He knows Spain like he 
knows his mother.
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Congratulations 
Isabella!! We 

love you!! 
xoxo

 Charlotte, Claudia, 
Audrey & Mommy
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Congratulations 
James!

We are very proud of 
you.
Love,

Dad, Kerry, Daniel, Audrey, 
Hannah, Snickers & 

Gryphon”
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CONGRATULATIONS BIG BLUE HOCKEY GUYS

The character of the graduating class held the 
team together through some tough times this 
year. They came to compete day in and day 
out and their leadership into the final weeks 
of the schedule—where we ended with five 

game winning streak over some tough oppo-
nents, including the epic victory over Exeter—
is something I am grateful for and will always 

remember. 
- Coach Paul Tortorella

You Make Us 
Proud!

With Love from All of 
your Families
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Congratulations! 
Love, 

Mommy and Daddy

Congratulations, Kyle, on 4 great years!
Love,

Mom, Dad, Ryan, and Eden
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Congragulations Maho!!
What great four years you have had!! We are very proud of you and love you so much!!

Papa, Mama. and your brother Kenichi

Congratulations Derrick!
Love, 

Dad, Mom, Heather, and Hollie
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Dear JP,
Congratulations on your graduation. All the best to the new chapter 

of your life journey. We are so proud of you!

Love,
Mom, Dad and Valerie
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RACHEL,

congratulations on 
your graduation, 

we are very proud 
of you.

Love, 
Mom, Dad and 

Chloe

“All our dreams can come true, if we have 
the courage to pursue them” – Walt Disney

Congratulations 
Jordan! 

We are incredibly proud 
of you! Enjoy the 
journey ahead!

 
Love, Mom, Dad and Brooke

Congratulations, Sydney!  

We are filled with pride at your accom-
plishments, perseverance, and sense of self.  
Have a magical time as you being the next 

chapter of your story.

We love you very much, 
Mom, Dad, Jake, Ruby, Penny, Bart, and 

the whole
 extended familial crew!
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Congratulations Natalie and to the 
entire PA class of 2018 from the 

Warren family!

We miss the joyful kid in the fuzzy 
rabbit ears, but are so proud of the 

fearless, kind and bright young 
woman in the shades and leather 

jacket. We are also so very grateful 
to the fellow students, teachers and 
the rest at Phillips Academy with 

whom Natalie shared a truly trans-
formative ride-thank you and best 

to all of PA 2018 as you move along-
you are deserving and ready for 

whatever is next.

Congratulations 
Forrest! 

We love you and 
wish you lots of 

happiness in your 
next chapter. 

Love, Mom, Dad, 
and Aunts Barbara 

and Ellen.

Oh, the places you will go, Nell!
Wishing you many 

happy adventures near 
and far. 

Congratulations —
 Mom, Dad, Jack and 

Tim.
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BE STRONG ENOUGH 
TO STAND ALONE, 

SMART ENOUGH TO 
KNOW WHEN YOU 
NEED HELP, AND 

BRAVE ENOUGH TO 
ASK FOR IT.

CONGRATULATIONS VICTORIA -
WE LOVE YOU MORE THAN WORDS 

CAN SAY, 
MOM, DAD, TI AND MICHAELA
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Congratulations to 
Olivia and the 
entire class of 

2018. Thank you to 
the 

faculty and Staff of 
Phillips 

Academy for 4 
wonderful years!!!

Best,
Kate & Tim O’Neill

Congratulations Sami and 
the Class of 2018!
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Congratulations 
Emelie, we love you and 
wish you all the happi-
ness and success in the 

world! 

Love, 
Mama and Daddy
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Congratulations Pierce,
and 

the Class of 2018

Oh, the 
Places 
You’ll 
Go!

With Love and Best Wishes,
the Bausano Family

“
”
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Congratulations 
Moyo 

From 
Mom, Dad, Yaya, Adza, 

and Numi

Congratulations 
Kaitlin!

Love, 
Mommy, Daddy, and 

Tommy
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Congratulations to the Class of 2018!
Brendan, we are so proud of your many accom-

plishments, but most proud of the amazing young 
man, wonderful son, great brother and loyal 

friend you have become! 
Love, Mom, Matt, Mar and Jim

Congratulations Colby Gendron and the 
Class of 2018! We are so proud of you to-

day Colby! Great job in the classroom and 
on the athletic field for Football, Basketball 

and Lax! Way to bleed blue!  Loved every 
minute! 

We love you,
Mom and Dad and Gardner Jr. (’17)

Congratulations 
Fredericka! We are so 

proud of you! 

With much love, 
Mom and Dad 
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Take Pride in how far you 
have come and have Faith 
in how far you can go!  Let 
today be the beginning of 

a great adventure! We can’t 
wait to see what the future 

holds for you!!

Congratulations on this 
great achievement and 

may God watch over you 
and keep you safe. 

We Love you and are very 
Proud of you!

Mom, Dad, Stevie and 
Dylan

and we love 
you!

 
Love,

Mom, Dad, Kaitlyn, 
Karoline, Matt, and 

your dogs!

Congratulations

We’re so proud of you! Keep going 
places with style!

Love Mom, Dad, Emily, 
Susanna, and Lily
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You’ve come a 
long way, 

Anthony, from 
Blue & Gray to 

Blue & Gray and 
a few stops in 

between.  
We are so proud 

of you and all 
you have 

accomplished, 
but be assured 

the best is yet to 
come.

You deserve it!
 

Love, Mom, Dad & 
McKenzie 

Big Congratulations to Sam & the Class of 2018!!!
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Congratulations
Max!

With Love Mom, Dad,
Christine, Will, Vicky,

Sammie, Tucker, &
Jingles
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CONGRATULATIONS 

BOBBY! WE
LOVE YOU!

- DAD, MOM, 
RILEY, & CHARLIE

Congratulations, Cricket!
We are so proud of you!  

All our Love Now & Forever,   Mummy, Daddy & Isabel XOXOXOXOXOXO

“Real isn’t how you are made. It’s a 
thing that happens to you. You 
become. It takes a long time. That’s 
why it doesn’t happen often to 
people who break easily, or have 
sharp edges, or who have to be 
carefully kept. (M.W. Bianco)

“Please Look After this 
Bear.” (M. Bond)

“A little nonsense now & then is 
cherished by the wisest men!” (R.Dahl)
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Congratulations 
to Avery and the 

entire class of 
2018!

Much love,
Mom, Dad & 

Lindsay

Congratulations PA Class of 2018!

“Twenty years from now you 
[may] be more disappointed 
by the things you didn’t do 
than by the ones you did do. 
So throw off the bowlines. Sail 
away from the safe harbor. 
Catch the trade winds in your 
sails. Explore. Dream. Discov-
er.”
 —Mark Twain                                                     

Wishing you and your class-
mates continued success and 
happiness as you leave Ando-
ver and begin the next exciting 
chapter of your lives.

Love,
Mamma’, Dad, Charlotte, Rae, 
and Delilah

 
 
 
 

 

Congratulations, Steve!  We are so 
proud of the person you are! 

Love, Dad, Mom & Jack 

Congratulations, 
Zoe!

 Love, Mom, 
Dad, Margot and 

Rory

Congratulations Alex and 
the Class of 2018

Love Mom, Dad and Nico

Eva Larsen Chilson
Aspen, Colorado
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Congratulations 

Giacomo! 

We are so proud 
of you. 

We love you, 

Mom and Dad
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CONGRATULATIONS ASHLEY ON ALL THAT 
YOU HAVE ACCOMPLISHED DURING YOUR 
TIME AT ANDOVER, WE ARE SO PROUD OF 

YOU.  LOOKING FORWARD TO YOUR 
CONTINUED SUCCESS!!!

LOVE,
MOM, DAD, JAY, 
LUKE &  ZEKE

Congratulations John 
and the Class of 2018!  

We are so proud of 
you!  

Love, Mom, Dad, 
Mark, Annie, all the 
Gasinks and all the 

Witts
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“Dear Adrienne,

Our most heartfelt 
congratulations on your 
graduation! You have 
matured into a beautiful 
and confident young lady, 
and you have achieved 
above and beyond all our 
expectations. We are so 
proud of you! May this 
day mark the beginning of 
your adult life, full of won-
der, happiness, and love.

Daddy, Mommy, Jillianne 
and Lilienne. “

Love,
Mom, Dad, Ste-
phen, Murphy, 
Mimi, Bakie, 
Grammy, and 

Gramdad

Congratulations, 
John! 
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Katie,

We fondly remem-
ber the excitement 

just four short 
years ago opening 
the “pretty thick 
envelope”. How 

time has flown. We 
are so proud and 
happy for you for 
all you have ac-
complished and 

for your personal 
growth over your 
Andover journey. 
Forever hold on to 
your joy and cu-
riosity and never 
stop asking ques-

tions.

Love, 
Mom, Dad, Victo-

ria and Cooper
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Krys,
We love who you 

are.
Your caring 

heart, and fun 
and joyful spirit 
are contagious.

Congrats on your 
graduation.

We are so proud 
of you.

Love,
Mom and Dad

Congrats Big Blue Lacrosse Seniors!
We loved watching you play!

Love, 
The Senior Lax Moms!

“If you have good thoughts they 
will shine out of your face like 
sunbeams and you will always 

look lovely.” Roald Dahl

Lila B, we love your smile, your 
infectious energy, your big loud 

laugh, and your boundless positivity. 
Stay true to yourself. 

xoxoxo Mom, Dad and Claire
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Congratulations
Rudd!
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