
Victor Svec, Instructor in 
Russian, who went on leave 
earlier this school year, en-
gaged in sexual misconduct 
toward an Andover student in 
the 1980s, concluded an inde-
pendent law firm hired by the 
school. 

Head of School John Pal-
frey announced these findings 
to Andover students, faculty, 
parents, and alumni in a let-
ter sent via email on Monday, 
May 21. 

“We are deeply sorry for 
the harm caused by this fac-
ulty member’s misconduct. 
The Board of Trustees and I 
are grateful that a former stu-
dent had the courage and will 
to come forward to recount a 
painful and traumatic expe-
rience that occurred decades 
ago,” wrote Palfrey.

Svec has been barred from 
campus and from attending all 
Andover events, in accordance 
with Andover’s policy on sex-
ual misconduct. Furthermore, 
Svec will not receive emeritus 
status, privileges, or benefits 
from the school, according to 
Palfrey’s letter. 

Svec requested and was 
granted a leave of absence in 
early February, according to 
Palfrey. While off campus, in 
the midst of the investigation, 
Svec “informed the school of 
his intention to retire from 
his position effective immedi-
ately,” according to Palfrey’s 
letter. 

Svec first began teaching 
at Andover in the fall of 1979. 
During his time on campus, 
he served as Instructor and 
Department Chair in Russian, 
coached both volleyball and 
soccer, served as Director of 
Social Functions, served as 

Scheduling Officer, and was a 
House Counselor. In addition, 
Svec arranged the first high 
school exchange program be-
tween the United States and 
the Soviet Union, which be-
gan in 1987. Svec also created 
the Language Learning Cen-
ter, according to an interview 
with Bair O’Keeffe, a former 
editor of Andover magazine.

Formal Legal Investiga-
tion Process

Sanghavi Law Office, the 
law firm that conducted this 
investigation, was hired by 
Andover in April 2016 to in-
vestigate all claims of sexual 
misconduct and harassment 
at Andover. Since being hired, 
the Sanghavi Law Office has 
reported finding eight cases 
of sexual misconduct by seven 
faculty members and one case 
by a student at Andover, all 
from the 1970s and 1980s.

Based in Brookline Mass., 
the Sanghavi Law Office ded-
icates itself to investigation, 
policy review, and consulta-
tion regarding issues faced by 
schools, students, and fami-
lies, according to its website. 
Sanghavi Law investigates 
sex, race, and disability dis-
crimination in addition to 
complaints of sexual harass-
ment and assault.

According to Palfrey’s 
letter, the school hired the 
Sanghavi Law Office to look 
into past claims of sexual 
misconduct. At the time of 
employment, Palfrey wrote 
to current families, current 
students, and alumni, asking 
them to step forward if they 
knew of any instances of sex-
ual misconduct, and has since 

Final sign-in times for the 
2018-2019 academic year have 
been moved to 9:30 p.m. on 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednes-
day, and Thursday and to 8:00 
p.m. on Sunday. Furthermore, 
a Student Council and Policy 
Committee proposal for indi-
vidual dorm room study visits 
will not be implemented. 

Rajesh Mundra, Assistant 
Dean of Students and Residen-
tial Life, announced this news 
to the student body via email 
on Thursday, May 24. 

Currently, final sign-in 
times are 10:00 p.m. on Mon-
day, Tuesday, Wednesday and 
9:30 p.m. on Thursday and 
Sunday. This change, there-
fore, will require students to 
sign in 30 minutes earlier than 
usual on weeknights. 

Harrison Wilson ’20 says 
he believes that the new sign-
in times will reduce students’ 
ability to work collaboratively. 

“Under their new policy, I 
think there would be a huge 
decrease in students’ ability to 
collaborate. They emphasize 
in the email how it’s going to 
improve house counselor-stu-
dent relations, but I think 
there’s other places that those 
relationships can be fostered 
without taking away time from 
that sign-in block,” said Wil-
son.

Wilson continued, “It’s just 
going to be really hard to find 
time to meet with people and 
do things and school-related 
work. You just have to adjust 
to get back to your dorm that 
much earlier.”

Mundra wrote in the email 
that a new sign-in schedule 
is meant to improve relation-
ships between students and 
House Counselors, increase 
time for dorm meetings and 
support healthier habits. 

Quinn Robinson ’19 dis-
agreed that earlier sign-in 
times would be able to achieve 
these goals, stating that there 

are other ways to promote 
flexibility around dorm meet-
ings. Robinson suggested that 
faculty establish their own 
dorm meeting times instead of 
implementing “a blanket de-
crease in study hour time.” 

“If you think students are 
going to spend that time in the 
dorm with faculty as opposed 
to with their friends cordoned 
off in their own rooms, you’re 
simply mistaken,” wrote Rob-
inson in an email to The Phil-
lipian. 

The new sign-in policy re-
sults from a faculty vote that 
was held earlier this week. 
Eighty-nine percent of faculty 
voted in favor of 9:30 p.m. sign-
in times on Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and Thursday, 
and 60 percent voted in favor 
of 8:00 p.m. sign-in on Sunday. 
Seventy-seven percent of fac-
ulty voted against the proposal 
for study room visits, accord-
ing to Mundra. 

The proposals for modified 
sign-in times and study room 
visits were both presented 
to the faculty during faculty 
meetings in April, according 
Mundra. On Monday, May 21, 
faculty met for a final discus-
sion before voting on an elec-
tronic ballot. 

Leading up to the faculty 
vote, the Deans had hosted 
open forums for students to 
share their thoughts on several 
policy changes, including the 
proposals for changed sign-in 
times and the implementation 
of study visits. 

Chi Igbokwe ’21 said, “I 
think it’s really interesting that 
they had all these meetings, 
talks in the Freeman Room, 
concerning these things, but in 
the end, they voted for some-
thing that just did not reflect 
what the students wanted.”

Angelreana Choi ’19 also ex-
pressed disappointment that 
these forums had not impact-
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The variety of food options at 
Paresky Commons and discus-
sion-based classes were only two 
of many surprises awaiting visit-
ing Argentinian high school stu-
dents last week. From May 13 to 
May 17, students from the English 
Institute in Argentina arrived on 
campus to experience the Ando-
ver student life. 

This exchange program is 
part of “¡Relindo! Language and 
Cultural Immersion in Buenos 
Aires, Argentina,” a Learning 
in the World Program. Rachel 
Hyland, Instructor in Spanish 
and a Program Director of the 
immersion program, said that the 
visit allowed Andover students 
to build relationships with their 
peers. In July, these Andover and 
Argentinian students will meet 
once again, when Learning in the 
World travels to Buenos Aires for 
three weeks. 

Megane Bantefa ’19, a member 
of the immersion trip, said, “It 

was fun to show them all of my 
classes and just how a typical day 
at Andover is. They were just re-
ally excited, because they’ve nev-
er seen a school like this before. 
They always talked about the 
choices that we have at [Paresky] 
Commons.”

Michelle Franco, an exchange 
student from Argentina, was sur-
prised by the amount of freedom 
students have at Andover as well 
as the kindness that Andover stu-
dents showed the visiting group. 

Franco said that she was also 
surprised by the 5:00 p.m. meal 
times, a large contrast to the 9:00 
p.m. to 10:00 p.m. pm dinners that 
are more custom in Argentina. 

“[The exchange] was such a 
beautiful experience, meeting 
new people every day, talking, 
sharing interests, moments… I 
decided to participate because 
I thought it would be an unfor-
gettable experience, and I wasn’t 
wrong. I practiced my English 
and everything I’ve studied be-
fore,” wrote Franco in an email to 
The Phillipian.

Franco continued, “My favor-
ite part of the experience was 
meeting all the [Andover stu-
dents], learning more about the 
students who travel to Argentina 
in summer and meeting those 
who are not in the program, who 
treated us very well despite hav-
ing never seen us [before].” 

Franco said that it is import-
ant to participate in exchange 
programs because they expose 
students to new cultures and new 
people. In addition, Franco said 
that these programs teach stu-
dents how to handle themselves 
and learn in new environments. 

Like Bantefa, Sophie Huang 
’20 will be an Andover student 
participating in the Learning in 
the World trip to Argentina.

Huang said, “[The Argentin-
ian students] definitely noticed 
that Andover is not a typical 
American high school, because 
they also went to Andover High 
[School]. They thought it was 

RACHEL CHANG

Cultural Exchange with Buenos Aires: 
Argentinian Students Visit Andover

Faculty Vote for 
Early Final Sign-In

STAFF REPORT

The Andover community cel-
ebrated the careers of Patricia 
Davison, Director of the Academ-
ic Skills Center an Coordinator 
of Student Disability Resources, 
John Maier, Instructor in Spanish, 
and Margaret Harrigan, Instruc-
tor in Art, this Wednesday, May 
23, during All-School Meeting 
(ASM). 

After years of dedicated teach-
ing and service to the Andover 
community, these three faculty 
members are retiring at the end of 
this academic year. 

During the ASM, Cecelia Vie-
ira ’18, John Moreland ’18, Annie 
McGovern ’18, and Carson Teitler 
’18 shared stories on their respec-
tive faculty members with the 
audience. Each speech revealed 
different aspects of each faculty 
member’s character, in addition 
to their personal influences on the 
students. 

In her speech for Maier, Viei-
ra shared that she was not only a 
student of his Spanish classes, but 
also a member of his Cluster Soc-
cer team. Vieira also spoke to Mai-
er’s ability to encourage students 
in the face of challenge.  

“He gave me the push I nev-
er had in my previous Spanish 
classes, the push that, truthfully, 
I didn’t initially want. The reason 
we come to Andover is for teach-
ers like Dr. Maier, who will ex-
pect more from us, drive us from 
the safety of our comfort zones 
because they see something in us 
that we don’t see in ourselves,” 
said Vieira during her speech. 

Vieira continued, “Having 
him as a teacher has been a true, 
complete honor, and I am forever 
grateful for all he has done for me.”

Moreland and McGovern both 
dedicated their words to Davison, 
highlighting her work in student 
advocacy. 

“My mentor, my friend, it’s 
a true honor to graduate along-

side you. Thank you for dedicat-
ing your life to student advocacy, 
and thank you for supporting 
me through my years at Ando-
ver. You’ve taught me that it’s my 
obligation to give when I have 
something to give,” said Moreland 
during ASM.

Likewise, Davison said that it 
was a honor to work with the stu-
dent body during her 18 years at 
Andover. 

Davison wrote in an email to 
The Phillipian, “It’s hard to chose 
one thing for which I am most 
grateful. I guess I’d have to say 
that the honor or working with a 
student body and faculty of such 
enormous talent and capacity has 
been a blessing of a lifetime.”

McGovern said in her speech, 
“I have gotten to know Ms. Da-
vison...on a more personal level, 
rather than professional. I don’t 
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ASM Celebrates Three Retiring Faculty

Former Andover Instructor, 
Victor Svec, Found to Have 

Engaged in Sexual Misconduct 
in the 1980s
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Andover and Buenos Aires students will meet again this June during Andover’s Learning in the World Trip to 
Argentina.

Continued on A5, Column 1

Continued on A5, Column 1

Continued on A4, Column 1

Eighth Page, A8

Did Someone Burn Toast 
In Commons Again?
Or is it a prom roast I smell...

Commentary, A3

See The Invisible
Riley Gillis ’19 shares personal 
stories to illuminate the invisible 
aspects of identity.

Sports, B1

Girls Track Three-Peats
Andover defends its Nepsta title 
for the third year in a row.

Arts, B8

For Colored Girls 
Preview
Tackles heavy themes such as abor-
tion and abuse in poems, dance, and 
song.

M.CALLAHAN/THEPHILLIPIAN

Dressed in colorful garb, the cast of “For Colored Girls Who Have Considered Suicide When the Rainbow is Enuf” 
performed their first show on Thursday, May 24, in Steinbach Theatre. Performances will continue thorugh the 
weekend. See B7 for coverage. 

“For Colored Girls” Empowers Through 
Dance, Poetry, and Song

Continued on A6, Column 1
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One of the greatest benefits of 
attending an institution like An-
dover is the number of resources 
it provides for us, academically 
and beyond. We have over 300 
courses and 220 teachers devot-
ing time and importance to every 
subject. Even outside the class-
room, the school claims it strives 
to help all students develop their 
extracurricular passions, wheth-
er they are athletes, dancers, or 
music lovers. The reality, how-
ever, is that the dance and music 
departments don’t usually get the 
resources and attention they de-
serve. 

I’ve been doing Chinese dance 
for nine years. Since I came to 
Andover, I have also started do-
ing modern and ballet, and I 
recently joined Footnotes. I’ve 
always been grateful for the two 
dance studios we have in Borden 
Memorial Gym. Nevertheless, be-
ing grateful doesn’t necessarily 
mean we are completely satisfied. 
Because of the limited space and 
number of dance teachers, we can 

only have three levels of dance 
classes, while professional 
dance studios usually have six. 
Dancers usually have different 
techniques that we each need to 
work on, so having more levels 
could help us get more individual 
tutoring and have more efficient 
improvement. 

The conditions of the studios 
also inhibit dancers’ improve-
ment. There are no markers or 
whiteboards, so the teachers have 
to write technical terms on the 
mirror. Additionally, the floors 
are sticky, so we find it difficult to 
do pirouettes barefoot, and easy 
to slip while wearing slippers. 
During our tech rehearsal for 
choreography class showcase, we 
were supposed to dance barefoot, 
which would have fit better with 
our costumes. Our feet, however, 
suffered so much from trying to 
run the routine even once with-
out slippers, so we abandoned 
that idea. I also have to be very 
careful while doing kicks in mod-
ern class, in case I slip on the floor 
and break a bone. 

As for the music department, 
the main issues are the incon-
venient location of Graves Hall 
and the insufficient attention 
and support from other students 
and faculty. When I first came to 
Andover at the beginning of this 
year, I discovered that the long 
walk to Graves was notorious 
among returning students. This is 
particularly true for non-required 
music activities. People usually 
don’t want to walk for ten min-
utes just for a 30-minute music 
lesson or rehearsal, especially in 

the winter. 
Music groups like band and or-

chestra also do not get the recog-
nition they deserve. Most of their 
performances only have about 
30 audience members, includ-
ing the many students who have 
to attend concerts for credits. As 
I was leaving Graves after music 
class one day, my friend, who is 
in band and orchestra, said to me, 
“I want to quit band and orches-
tra at school. It takes us tons of 
time to practice every week, but 
we never get a lot of people to 
come watch our concerts.” She 
has participated in these groups 
throughout the year and enjoys it 
very much, but she is considering 
quitting anyway because of these 
problems. 

The problem of attendance 
stems from the way music events 
are advertised — or, rather, not 
advertised as a legitimate event 
on campus. I was shocked when I 
first saw emails from the athletic 
department informing the whole 
student body of upcoming games 
and current scores, because I have 
never seen an email like this from 
the music department. A single 
spot at the bottom of the Week-
ender is just not enough to attract 
people to watch these talented 
music students. At dorm meet-
ings in Double Brick, where I 
live, people give lots of shoutouts 
about setting personal records 
or performing well in athletic 
competitions. Around campus, I 
always hear people inviting their 
friends to watch varsity games to-
gether. When it comes to music, 
however, I’ve hardly heard people 

say things like, “Let’s go see the 
concert together.” Many people 
don’t even know where the con-
certs and recitals are. 

Fortunately, the construction 
of the Pan Athletic Center, which 
includes new dance studios, is 
underway. These new facilities 
will enable more accepted stu-
dents with passions for dance to 
participate and polish their skills. 
I really appreciate the school’s 
building these new dance facili-
ties and hopefully they will be of 
higher quality than the current 
studios. 

As for the music department, 
however, no plans for more con-
venient, higher quality music 
facilities have been made — or, if 
they have been made, they have 
not been disclosed to the student 
body. The school may have cer-

tain concerns with the process 
that students are not aware of, 
but if that is the case, they should 
make these concerns more trans-
parent. 

Andover must do its best to 
provide us with the dance and 
music facilities that we need. As 
for students, we should try to give 
more encouragement and show 
more support to our fellow danc-
ers and musicians. Let’s put down 
our headphones and go to some 
of our peers’ concerts. Every stu-
dent, no matter whether they are 
into sports or dance or music, de-
serves an equal chance to shine 
and prove themselves. 
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To subscribe, email subscribe@
phillipian.net, or write to The Phil-
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Editorial

Looking back on this school year, we 
realize that much of it has been marked 
by hardship and sadness. Throughout the 
year, however, we have also all chose to-
getherness in the face of that pain.

We came together after an unthinkable 
tragedy. This fall, we lost one of our own, 
and words can’t do justice to the grief that 
overwhelmed our campus in the days fol-
lowing, nor the sadness that still lingers in 
our minds today. In easing that pain, we 
leaned on and took care of each other. No 
one carried their burden alone and we, as 
a community, shared the tears, grief, and 
hopelessness in the terrible days that fol-
lowed. Six months later, we still carry this 
burden, some more than others, but none-
theless all together.

We also came together during tumultu-
ous events throughout the year that forced 
us to rethink our values as Andover stu-
dents and as citizens. Through divisive 
policies and nationwide tragedies, we have 
been able to transform our unity into activ-
ism. From phone-banking to stop the re-
peal of DACA, marching at the Out of the 
Darkness walk,  participating in Take Back 
the Night, joining in the school walkout for 
gun control, and more, we brought what 
we are passionate about to the forefront of 

our community conversation. We learned 
to stand together, to chant together, and to 
fight against the injustices of the world to-
gether.

At the end of this school year, we leave 
Andover looking back at a year weighed 
by hardships. And on the Thursday of next 
week, we will emerge, together, after a year 
that has sometimes felt like a lifetime. As 
we all leave this campus for the summer, 
and Seniors leave Andover for college, we 
will remain connected by the events of this 
year. We leave this school with a connec-
tion with every single other student at An-
dover, a connection made up of our shared 
experience that has been characterized by 
sadness, but also by purpose, action, and 
appreciation. We leave this school carrying 
all of these experiences and connections 
with us, positive and negative, no matter 
where we might end up next.

This editorial represents the views of The 
Phillipian, vol. CXLI. 

Ending the Year Together

Paving Way for Performing Arts

Candy Xie is a Junior from 
Shenzhen, China. Contact the 
writer at yxie21@andover.
edu.
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CANDY XIE

Corrections:
Andover Boys Crew was defeated by Ex-

eter, they did not defeat Exeter, as stated in 
“Andover Defeats Exeter, Falls to Tabor.”

The Phillipian regrets the errors.

Thanks, Team Phillipian, 
for the annual State of the 
Academy. I was struck 

above all by the level of cheat-
ing reported: 34 percent in the 
11th grade and 34 percent in the 
12th (up from 17 percent in ninth 
and 28 percent in tenth, leading 
one to wonder, is that learned at 
Andover?). I hope these figures 
will be at the center of the An-
dover community’s attention in 
the coming months and years, 

examined and addressed until 
they drop down to somewhere 
far closer to zero.

I can’t help but think — some-
what squeamishly — that this was 
the year in which Andover chose 
“Citizenship” as its theme. How 
do we even begin to measure the 
cognitive dissonance between a 
year of inspired programming ex-
ploring diverse models of service 
and leadership, and the data sug-
gesting that one in three 11th and 
12th graders cheat?

I hope a radically honest con-
versation can begin at home and 

at school. It is likely to be a painful 
one and belongs in realm where it 
can be most fruitfully engaged: 
the realm of compassion. What 
makes us cheat? We need to be 
gentle enough to elicit trust and 
honest answers and brave enough 
to listen without judgment.

To contemplate the experience 
of a friend or a child choosing to 
cheat (Out of fear? A desperate 
longing to please, to “excel,” to 
belong, to be accepted? To not 
disappoint?) will almost certainly 
require us to examine our own 
roles. In what ways have I turned 

away from the glorious imperfec-
tions of unique beings, favoring 
instead… bragging rights? Social 
status? Achievement packaged, 
mistakenly, as virtue?  In what 
ways have I objectified my child’s, 
or my student’s, or my friend’s, or 
my own experience, converting 
all activity — from academics to 
sports to “service,” “leadership,” 
and “citizenship” — into a check-
list that apes, but does not em-
body, evolving maturity? In doing 
so, what masters am I serving? 
What are my own fears? How can 
I check them, and reset?

I hope Phillipian Editors, Reli-
gion and Philosophy instructors, 
Sykes Wellness Center profes-
sionals, Andover parents, rising 
Seniors, fresh-faced Juniors, and 
everybody in between will lead 
the conversation and be led by 
it, until honor is honored in both 
the quiet solitary place it unfolds 
within each of us and in commu-
nion. And a day will come when 
the State of the Academy reports 
with confidence and pride: When 
asked about cheating, 100 percent 
of Andover’s students say, “No 
way. Wouldn’t dream of it.”

Letter to the Editor

e.song/the phillipian

HADLEY SOUTTER 
ARNOLD
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I am white. I recognize 
the inherent privilege 
my race grants me, but 

there is more to me than my 
outward skin color. I am also 
gay. I have ADHD; and I have 
anxiety. But to some Andover 
students, I am simply white. 
That’s it for some people, 
that’s all there is to me. It’s a 
shame because if they looked 
deeper, they’d see I am so 
much more than my white-
ness. 

If only we could stop iden-
tifying people solely by the 
most visible facet of their 
nuanced identity. I still re-
member when, in the throes 
of an anxiety episode my Ju-
nior year, a friend who hap-
pened to be a person of color, 
berated me, “You’re not al-
lowed to be stressed, you’re 
white.” I may be white, but I 
also have ADHD and anxiety. 
I am more than just a white 
male, but some students only 
see me in that one superficial 
way. They look at me, draw 
their own conclusions, create 

a label, and move on.
I recognize my white privi-

lege. I know I will never be 
racially profiled, beaten, or 
arrested for my race, have 
my accent mocked, or called 
racial slurs. Racism does not 
apply to me. However, I also 
grew up in a homogenous 
community where confor-
mity was valued, and where 
a certain vile slur was thrown 
my way many times because 
of my sexual orientation. I 
know what it is like to be 
made fun of and harassed for 
my identity.

How can I engage in civil 
discourse when most social 
and political conversations 
end with some variation of: 
‘you’re white’, ‘you’re a man’, 
‘you’re racist’, ‘you’re privi-
leged’, ‘you’re wrong’, ‘you’re 
stupid’. Because of this tense 
environment, it sometimes 
feels like I have to censor 
myself to the point of silence 
around certain students. 

Just last week, when I 
joked about how my ADHD 
makes it hard to focus in 
class, a student reprimand-
ed me, “You shouldn’t joke 
about that, it’s a serious dis-
ability.” The student then 
paused and said, under their 
breath, “It would be like me 
joking about black people.” I 
was stunned, and defensively 
responded, “What? I’m not 
ableist.” Looking back now, 
I still regret saying that, be-
cause not only did I know 
that I wasn’t being ableist, I 
also should have chosen to 
explain the importance of 

ownership of identity. When 
I tried to articulate a more in-
formative response, this stu-
dent attempted to cover up 
their unwarranted comment 
by laughing it off and saying, 
“You should’ve seen the look 
on your face! I scared you so 
bad.” 

I was diagnosed with 
ADHD in the sixth grade. My 
brother has it, my sister has 
it, and my dad has it, and so 
do many of my friends. When 
we camp with our family 
friends during the summer, 
every morning, all the kids 
emerge from tents to a cho-
rus of parents reminding us 
to take our medicine, and we 
can all laugh about it, because 
to us, ADHD is a thought pro-
cess, and not a “disability.” 
I’m grateful for my ADHD; 
it’s a part of me that I have 
always loved. My ADHD is 
a character strength that 
makes my brain work faster 
and provides my body with 
an almost endless supply of 
energy, but some at Andover 
regard it as a character flaw. 

When I read that 56.3 per-
cent of the school believes 
“ability” is the least discussed 
aspect of identity at Andover, 
I was frustrated, but not sur-
prised. I don’t think I have 
ever talked about my ADHD 
in class. That needs to change. 
I hate that the moment I re-
fer to my sexuality, some stu-
dents are suddenly interested 
in me, but my mentions of 
ADHD or anxiety are often 
met with apathy or a sudden 
desire to switch topics, even 

among campus groups. I hope 
that the conversation sur-
rounding identity becomes 
much more intersectional.

How can Andover be so 
progressive, yet so intolerant 
at the same time?

We, as a student commu-
nity, need to do more to fos-
ter an environment in which 
“brave spaces” are just as 
common as “safe spaces.” We 
need to be able to talk openly 
with each other and listen 
without hurling accusations 
that mock a dissenting peer. 
We must learn to discuss our 
perspectives in a civil manner 
and approach those who we 
disagree with with an open 
mind, rather than labels such 
as racist, sexist, homophobic, 
classist, or simply “wrong.”

My name is Riley Gillis, not 
“a gay white male with anxi-
ety and ADHD.” I wrote this 

article because I am implor-
ing students to better com-
municate their opinions in 
a nonjudgmental tone. If we 
give our peers a chance to 
express their opinions be-
fore jumping to conclusions, 
we can promote an environ-
ment in which civil discourse 
is more highly valued. I hope 
that readers will take away 
from this article the impor-
tance of understanding the 
hypervisible aspects of one’s 
identity and the equally im-
portant invisible aspects.

When the State of the 
Academy (SOTA) 
was released two 

weeks ago, everyone seemed 
surprised by a statistic they all 
should have expected. 93.6 per-
cent of conservative respon-
dents expressed that they “felt 
the need to censor themselves 
due to their political leaning,” 
with 79.9 percent of indepen-
dents and 79.4 percent of liber-
tarians echoing the sentiment. 
In the days that followed, people 
repeatedly brought this statistic 
up, but nobody discussed wheth-
er the self-censorship was good 
or not. From my experience at 
the SOTA dinner hosted by The 
Phillipian, everyone seemingly 
wants others to voice their opin-
ions, regardless of how contro-
versial they are. But if so many of 
us believe that everyone should 
feel comfortable sharing their 
perspective, why don’t they?

From talking to conservative 
friends, the main motivation 
for hiding their views is out of 
fear of judgement. They expect 
people to quickly shut them 
down — a fear only exacerbated 
by the fact that the ratio of lib-
eral to conservative students 
at Andover is around 44 per-
cent to 16 percent, according to 
SOTA. The way forward, then, 
is to prove that assumption 
wrong. We should show that 
people are more open to dia-
logue than these conservative 
students believe.

Here’s the problem: they’re 
mostly right. In the pursuit of 
political diversity, the enemy is 
not the other side of the aisle, 
but human nature itself. Even 
if we all say “we need more dif-
ferent political opinions,” very 
few of us believe that under the 
surface. Conservative students 

call for it because they hold 
those “different opinions,” and 
liberal students agree because 
if they don’t, they would be 
close-minded and intolerant. 
If the situations were flipped, 
each side would be saying and 
thinking what the other is now. 
I am no exception: at the SOTA 
dinner I leapt to disagree with 
the student sitting next to me 
before listening to his rationale. 
Even as we discussed how to 
increase political diversity, I 
was making the same kind of 
judgements that led to the issue 
in the first place. 

When it comes to conten-
tious topics, whether it be 
abortion, gun control, or immi-
gration, discourse creates such 
emotional outbursts because 
each topic is tied to more than 
just your political affiliation. 
Under the surface, they say 
something about your value 
systems. Your background. 
Your identity. Your views on 
abortion say something about 
where you believe human life 
begins, and most likely divulge 
your stance on religion. Im-
migration relates to how you 
value liberty and security, and 
is most likely subconsciously 
tied to your past experiences 
with members of certain racial 

groups. 
When we argue on any ma-

jor issue, it elicits strong re-
actions because to be proven 
wrong means to have part of 
your identity and upbringing 
also proven wrong. Losing an 
argument on gun control as 
someone who believes in un-
restricted Second Amendment 
rights is to perhaps lose the 
formative moments you spent 
hunting with your father as a 
kid. Here, dialogue and discus-
sion is just debate with a kind-
er-sounding title. People don’t 
work towards common ground, 
they compete to establish their 
viewpoint (and therefore their 
identity) as the proper one.

It’s this relation of political 
views and identity that helps 
drive the sociological phe-
nomenon of homophily — the 
academic version of “birds of a 
feather flock together.” Demog-
raphy and shared experiences 
play a pivotal role in developing 
friendships, and political belief 
is intertwined with both. As 
sociologist Mario Small of the 
University of Chicago puts it in 
an interview with the “Wash-
ington Post,” two mothers at a 
daycare may never explicitly 
say “Oh my goodness, you also 
believe in the elimination of 

‘Roe v. Wade,’” but the daycare 
exerts a powerful role in select-
ing people with similar back-
grounds. They most likely are 
around the same age, of a simi-
lar class, and share views on 
how to raise a child properly.

In an analogous fashion, An-
dover’s teachers are likely to 
believe in education, financial 
aid, and research, which all are 
tied to similar perspectives on 
other issues: activism, abortion, 
immigration; the list goes on. 
According to past “mock elec-
tion” surveys of the faculty, a 
vast majority are unsurprising-
ly liberal. Andover students are 
primarily from the metropoli-
tan Northeast, are all around 
the same age, and are similarly 
academically inclined. Indirect 
identity markers bring about 
our institution’s Democratic 
tilt.

Both parts of why conserva-
tives feel they can’t share their 
views are tied to this linkage 
between identity and politics. 
The judgements and argu-
ments over emotionally fraught 
issues, as well as the majority-
minority dynamic that pres-
sures people into silence, stem 
from how we see our back-
ground in relation to said is-
sues. Considering these two 

truths — that Andover is by na-
ture going to be a liberal insti-
tution and that everyone wants 
to be around viewpoints similar 
to their own — you might ex-
pect to see more people justify-
ing self-censorship as a neces-
sary evil of this place. But still, 
we seem to rationally desire (on 
both sides of the aisle) a space 
in which liberals and conserva-
tives can work together to rem-
edy the extreme partisanship 
that has opened a chasm in our 
cultural climate. 

The way forward, as far as I 
can tell, is by forcing the other 
side upon us. Maybe it’s the 
Philo member in me, but I’ve 
seen my opinions shift the most 
when I’m required to debate 
them formally. I haven’t ex-
perienced any radical epipha-
nies, but it’s forced me to le-
gitimately consider what other 
perspectives bring to the table 
as opposed to simply trying to 
invalidate them. It’s by nature 
of the exercise — since you 
don’t always choose which side 
to argue for — that you some-
times end up taking a position 
that you personally might de-
test. The us vs. them competi-
tion is repurposed so you end 
up fighting against where your 
upbringing and value systems 
lie. Critical engagement is pre-
served.

Some humanities classes al-
ready do this as an exercise, but 
it’s not as prevalent as our times 
necessitate. And this certainly 
isn’t a standard procedure for 
student discussions. But if we 
truly want to work with the 
other side of the aisle — to not 
just reassert our old values as 
the conversation comes to a 
close or say we want diversity 
of thought to keep social face — 
I think requiring people to take 
the opposite perspective as an 
experiment is the strongest 
solution. To properly allow for 
open bipartisan collaboration, 
we need to take the debate rag-
ing underneath any discussion 
and flip it on its head.

RILEY GILLIS

See the Invisible
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With 25,700 followers on Ins-
tagram, Lillian Sun exposes online 
fetishism by fusing art and activ-
ism through her account @the-
fleshlightchronicles. Sun visited 
Andover for an affinity event for 
women of color last Sunday, May 
20.

Organized by Asian Society, 
Sun’s visit provided a space for 
women of color to discuss and 
break down numerous topics, 
such as hook-up culture and how 
to educate people that are not 
willing to listen to others. Sun also 
led a discussion around the nu-
anced role of race in sexual and 
romantic views.

Jimin Lee ’20 said that she 
enjoyed the discussion, noting 
the scope of topics covered in the 
event’s two-hour time frame. 

“We were all talking about how 
women’s rights are portrayed in 
different aspects of the school, as 
well as the world in general. For 
example, the rape culture of our 
school or the world, and how that 
affects women of color and how 

often times in rape culture, wom-
en of color are often excluded or 
we are over-sexualized, especially 
in porn,” said Lee. 

According to Amy Chew ’20, 
the open conversation was in-
sightful and inspirational, espe-
cially in the context of racism. 

“A topic that I found really in-
teresting that we talked about was 
the relationship between white 
supremacy and Asian people. 
[Sun] mentioned an online forum 
for white supremacists, where 
they specifically talked about 
tolerating Asian people over all 
other ethnicities. This was some-
thing I personally didn’t know, but 
thought was interesting,” wrote 
Chew in an email to The Phillipian. 

Another subject matter attend-
ees discussed with Sun was how 
hook-up culture related to women 
of color and masculinity. Sun pro-
posed a theory that the fetishiza-
tion of Asian women is more prev-
alent in college atmospheres than 
high school ones.

This theory struck Chi Igbok-
we ’21, who mentioned this topic 
as the one she found most inter-
esting within the overall discus-
sion. 

“In high school, it’s more of a 
general pushing aside of people of 
color, and [Sun] was talking about 
her theory [on] how she thinks 
[why] that’s the case: because as 
men get older, they begin to be 
more exposed to the general fe-
tishization of Asian women in the 
media, and so they tend to develop 
those tendencies as they get old-
er from high school to college. I 
thought it was a really interesting 
theory,” said Igbokwe. 

Igbokwe described Sun as 
knowledgeable, emphasizing her 
ability to meld different compo-
nents like art and education to 
combat the fetishization she expe-
riences on online dating sites. 

“She’s also very well-spoken, 
in the way that she formulates 
thoughts; I thought it was really 
intelligent. She had a lot of good 
ideas, and she said that she took 
poly-sci, and I liked how she com-
bined poly-sci and social media 
and art and stuff to make her Ins-
tagram,” said Igbokwe. 

Chew also appreciated Sun’s 
method of social media to advo-
cate for herself and others. 

“I think it’s important to be 
active about issues, because ig-

norance is a serious problem that 
everyone faces at some point in 
their life. If we aren’t active about 

the issues that we face, then in 
some way, we’re all fostering igno-
rance,” said Chew. 

ZAINA QAMAR

Instagrammer Lillian Sun Dicusses Facets of Asian Women Identity

know how people begin describ-
ing Ms. Davison to you all. She is 
kindhearted, intelligent, patient, 
empathetic, experienced, and pas-
sionate. She is never afraid to seek 
out for what she believes in, and 
she always seeks out for us, stu-
dents.” 

Once the podium opened for 
Teitler to speak, he began recount-

ing his time under Harrigan’s 
guidance in photography classes. 
Harrigan’s knowledge of photog-
raphy especially resonated with 
him.

“During other classes we did 
visual analyses of works like Rob-
ert Frank’s ‘The Americans.’ Ana-
lyzing and reading these images 
and books in conjunction with 
critique knowledge of modern 
photography, she helped our class 
understand contemporary photo-

graphic movements,” said Teitler 
in his speech.

Teitler continued, “Ms. Harrig-
an, with the coming years I know 
you plan to use that knowledge 
and experience to pursue artistic 
work and I know that I speak for 
not only myself but also for many 
other students that we await with 
great excitement, your upcoming 
works.”

ASM: Celebration of Teaching
Continued  from A1, Column  1

NEWS IN BRIEF 

•	 All campus community members were 
invited to the Senior Athletics Awards 
Banquet, which was held last Thurs-
day, May 24, in Paresky Commons. 
The event, hosted by the 2018 Athletic 
Advisory Board, included dinner and an 
athletics slideshow.

Looking Ahead

•	 The Academy Orchestra concert 
is this Friday, May 25. The Amadeus 
Chamber Orchestra will perform John 
Rutter’s “Suite for Strings”; the Sym-
phony Orchestra will perform Franz 
Schubert’s “Overture to Rosamunde” 
and George Gershwin’s “Rhapsody in 
Blue,” and the Academy Chamber Or-
chestra will perform works by Herbert, 
Mahler, and Strauss as well as Brett 
Abigaña’s “Prayer for Strings.”

•	 That same night, Pine Knoll Cluster 
Council will host “Night on the Knoll” 
from 8:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. The event 
will feature bubble tea, food trucks, live 
music, lawn games, and free ice cream.

•	 On Saturday, May 26, the Interfaith 
Prayer Blanket/Shawl project will cel-
ebrate its efforts to knit three blankets 
in an evening celebration held in the 
lounge of Cochran Chapel. 

Reporting by Newaz Rahman

Bill Rawson to serve as 
Exeter Interim Principal 

Instructor for Two 
Academic Years

The Trustees of Phillips Exeter 
Academy have selected Bill Raw-
son to serve as interim Principal 
Instructor for a two-year term 
beginning on July 1, 2018, accord-
ing to an email sent to the student 
body by Tony Downer, President 
of the Trustees.

Rawson will join Exeter after 
a successful law career and ex-
perience leading a public charter 
school and an independent school 
through leadership transitions, 
according to the email. In the past, 
Rawson also worked as an admis-
sions officer at Exeter from 1976-
1978 and served as a trustee at the 
school from 2004-2016.

Rawson’s appointment to the 
position of Principal is following 
the departure of Lisa MacFar-
lane ’66, Exeter’s 15th Principal 
Instructor. In February 2018, 
MacFarlane announced that she 
would be departing the school at 
the end of this academic year.  

“When our search for the in-
terim principal began, Mr. Raw-

son was immediately identified 
as someone who would excel at 
leading Exeter. His name came up 
often, and it’s clear that this com-
munity believes he has the right 
character, intellect and leader-
ship skills for this job — and that 
his deep understanding of Exeter 
will be a tremendous asset,” wrote 
Downer in the email.

Downer continued, “The 
Trustees have been impressed 
by the breadth of support among 
faculty and staff, both those new 
to Exeter and those who already 
know him well.” 

Rawson is also the current 
co-president for the class of 1971, 
class president for his 25th re-
union year, and a past major gift 
chair and major class agent, ac-
cording to the email. Rawson has 
held numerous positions on the 
Exeter General Alumni Associa-
tion, and also served as past pres-
ident of the Washington D.C. Ex-
eter Regional Association.

Rawson and his wife, Mary, 
will be moving onto the school 
campus from Washington D.C. 
this summer.

STAFF REPORT

COURTESY OF LILLIAN SUN

Lillian Sun uses her social media account, @thefleshlightchronicles to 
satirize topics related to Asian women.
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From Left to Right: Head of School John Palfrey P’21; Margaret, Instructor in Art; Patricia Davison, Coordinator 
of Student Disability Resources; and John Maier, Instructor in Spanish.

The Jefferson and More-
head-Cain Scholarships are two 
of the most prestigious collegiate 
awards in the United States. Each 
year, Andover nominates students 
for these scholarships on the basis 
of attributes such as leadership 
and citizenship. 

The Jefferson Scholarship is 
associated with the University of 
Virginia (UVA), and the More-
head-Cain Scholarship is associ-
ated with the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill (UNC). 
Kenneth Shows, Associate Direc-
tor of College Counseling, is the 
chair of Andover’s selection com-
mittee for the two awards. 

“We, as a school, are required 
or asked by the scholarship foun-
dations to nominate students for 
the scholarship, and so we have a 
committee here on campus that 
reviews students who are poten-
tial nominees, runs an interview 
process here on our campus, reads 

the pre-application files, coordi-
nates the interviews, and I’m the 
chair of that committee. It’s a larg-
er faculty committee that includes 
the college counseling staff and 
some of the teaching faculty as 
well,” said Shows. 

In April and May, the commit-
tee begins the nomination process 
and then moves to selecting final 
nominees. Shows described the 
process and the many factors that 
go into the committee’s final deci-
sions. 

“The college counselors will 
take the initial group and look at 
several criteria, among which are 
a student’s transcript, test scores, 
which do matter in these process-
es as well, and we’ll talk about the 
students as fits for the criteria…  
It’s still making some pretty tough 
cuts, but with the idea to leave 
enough strong candidates that the 
remaining scholarship committee 
can interview them and get a feel 
for how they might operate in in-
terview settings and how they can 
express these good qualities that 

they have in an interview setting 
because that does matter in both 
of these processes,” said Shows.

Each year, the committee nom-
inates two students for the Jeffer-
son Scholarship. Anlan Du ’18 was 
one of last year’s nominees. After 
traveling to Charlottesville, Va. 
to interview as a finalist, Du was 
awarded the scholarship.

“Initially, I didn’t even think 
I wanted to go to UVA, and my 
college counselor sort of told me, 
‘You might as well fill out this ap-
plication. It’s just a couple extra 
essays.’ So I did, and eventually 
[Andover] selected me as one of 
their nominees along with Sydney 
Marler ’18, but then there was a 
process of another interview in 
the region. Then finally after a few 
months, I was notified that I was a 
finalist and that I would be going 
out to Charlottesville to actually 
go through the selection week-
end,” said Du. 

During the weekend, Du en-
joyed meeting the other nominees 
and learning from them. Accord-

ing to Du, there wasn’t an atmo-
sphere of competition that one 
might have expected to find. 

“That was one of the best week-
ends of my life, and I think that re-
ally sealed the deal for me. I think 
what I really loved about the sec-
ond selection weekend is that you 
were surrounded by people who 
were doing amazing things, but 
nobody would boast about it. You 
just sort of got this sense that ev-
eryone there was doing wonderful 
things. People were organizing 
marches at their schools, people 
were running clubs and doing re-
search, but there was none of that 
culture of competition that I think 
can surround these things,” said 
Du. 

Sydney Marler ’18 also received 
the Jefferson Scholarship. In an 
email to The Phillipian, she went 
into further detail about the selec-
tion weekend in Charlottesville. 

“I remember coming away 
from the interview feeling really 
excited intellectually… To com-
pete for the scholarship we all 

had to write an essay, take a logic 
exam, undergo another interview 
process, and the selection com-
mittee observed us as we each 
spoke in a seminar on ‘Automation 
and Society.’ We had mixers and 
dinners with our judges where 
everyone got to know each other 
better,” wrote Marler. 

Although Marler did not take 
the scholarship, she said that the 
process bettered her and helped 
her to form lasting relationships. 

“Going through the entire pro-
cess pushed me to grow as a stu-
dent and a human being. I met so 
many wonderful friends and men-
tors at Selection Weekend, who 
I know I will stay in touch with 
throughout college. Although I 
ended up choosing not to take the 
Jefferson Scholarship, the entire 
selection process caused me re-
flect and showed me exactly what 
I want from my college experi-
ence. To future Jefferson Schol-
arship nominees: go for it, have an 
open mind, and have a ton of fun,” 
wrote Marler.

ZACH MOYNIHAN

Annual Merit Scholarships Awarded to Seniors



Over the past several 
months, 18 Andover students 
have been studying their DNA, 
contemplating its importance, 
and creating presentations on 
their conclusions. The culmi-
nation of their research was 
Dn@ndover, a talk about their 
findings presented on May 18. 

Students analyzed their 
DNA using kits from 23and-
Me, a genetic testing and anal-
ysis company. The tests were 
funded by an Abbot Grant. 
Students each spit into tubes 
and then sent the tubes to 
23andMe for evaluation. 

A few weeks later, students 
received their results. Follow-
ing this, students met with 
Head of School John Palfrey 
to discuss DNA and identi-
ty and worked with Emily 
Trespas, Instructor in Art, to 
create found poems.

“I thought it would be an 
interesting opportunity to 
find out more about my iden-
tity because I’m second gen-
eration Mexican-American. 
I’ve always been proud of my 
Mexican heritage, but it’s al-
ways been something that’s 
kind of foreign for me,” said 

Erin Vasquez ’19.
Vasquez appreciated the 

opportunity to learn more 
about her Mexican heritage. 
Through the testing, Vasquez 
discovered that she is 51% Na-
tive and 39% European. 

“That was really interest-
ing because I thought I would 
be more European than Na-
tive. Through this, I was able 
to initiate conversations with 
my family,” said Vasquez.

Vasquez’s presentation ex-
plored the toxicity of assump-
tions and generalizations 
about identity through the 
lens of her own experiences 
as a Mexican-American wom-
an.

Vazquez said, “You 
shouldn’t let assumptions 
and generalizations about 
you and your identity affect 
how you perceive your identi-
ty. For me, I took a lot of that 
for granted, being told I was 
white because I didn’t speak 
Spanish, and that distanced 
me from my culture.” 

Jerry Shu ’21 was first in-
terested in the test because 
he, like Vazquez, wanted to 
explore his ancestry. Before 
the test, Shu assumed he was 
100 percent Chinese. The test 
revealed, however, that Shu 

is Chinese with Korean an-
cestry. Although Shu’s results 
were not completely surpris-
ing to him, he stressed the im-
portance of personal identity 
over genetics in his presenta-
tion.

“Especially [because] An-
dover always stresses diver-
sity, I think it’s just another 
opportunity for people to be 
more open about their iden-
tity. The DNA part wasn’t the 
most important, I think it was 
just learning more about your-
self because there are a lot of 
people, me included, who saw 
the DNA results and weren’t 
particularly surprised,” Shu 
said.

Miley Kaufman ’19 was 
also not heavily impacted by 
her DNA results. Kaufman’s 
presentation explored the nu-
ances of family, ancestry, and 
DNA. She discussed the sig-
nificance, or lack thereof, of 
her findings, being someone 
who is not biologically related 
to her parents.

Kaufman said, “My results 
weren’t all that significant to 
me just because my parents 
don’t necessarily share my 
DNA with me. Neither do a lot 
of my family. With that, it just 
seemed really insignificant 

just because it might be my 
DNA but it’s not connected to 
me in any way. That connec-
tion’s really been severed.”

Kaufman continued, “The 
way I see my family is very 
different from the traditional 
sense where it’s your parents 
are the ones who gave birth to 
you and all that, because I live 
with my two dads. Our fami-
ly is not the same in that way 

which makes my relationship 
to my DNA different because 
DNA and family don’t go 
hand in hand for me… I think 
for other people they do so I 
think it has more significance 
to a lot of people who see that 
connection. Those two things 
are just different,” continued 
Kaufman.

AVA RATCLIFF

Dn@ndover Presents Projects Fusing DNA and Identity

Erin Vasquez ’19 discovered that she is 51% Native and 39% European. 
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Earlier Sign-In Times to be Implemented Next Fall

ed policy changes in a way she 
and other students hoped.  

Choi wrote in an email to 
The Phillipian, “I attended the 
‘Call to Conversation’ meeting 
last month regarding this pol-
icy, and I felt like the general 
consensus among the student 
was that they were not in fa-
vor of this change. This goes 
to show that no matter what 
students say or suggest, facul-
ty will go ahead and pass pilots 
and policies that we are not in 
favor of.” 

When regarding the study 
visit proposal, Mundra wrote 
that faculty did not feel it was 
an ideal way to pursue an in-
clusive room visiting policy 
and improve gender dynamics 
across all genders and social 
spaces.

“While there was wide sup-
port from the faculty to ad-
dress the goals of the student 
proposal, the majority of fac-
ulty did not feel that individ-
ual dorm rooms during study 
hours were the appropriate 
place or time to pursue these 
goals,” wrote Mundra in the 
announcement email sent to 
students.

Mundra stated that the fac-
ulty are nonetheless support-
ive of continuing dialogue with 
students. In addition, Mundra 
said that there is widespread 
support among House Coun-
selors for opening dorm com-
mon rooms as all-gender study 
spaces next year. 

Mundra wrote in an email to 
The Phillipian, “The [Dean of 
Students] office will encourage 
dorm teams to consider open-
ing all gender common rooms 
during study hours next year. 
It will be an option for dorms 
and we are eager to see how it 
would work for everyone.” 

Nora Jasaitis ’20 expressed 
frustration that the study visits 
proposal was rejected, because 
she believes that it would not 
be a big change, but would still 
positively impact students’ ex-
periences.

Jasaitis said, “The change 
was only really proposed for 

Seniors… it was just going to 
be one year of people [in] their 
last year here getting to have a 
study space with other people 
in their rooms. It wasn’t chang-
ing the whole parietal policy, it 
wasn’t going to ruin the entire 
school’s reputation by letting 
people study in rooms with 
other students, and we don’t 
have that study space of the li-
brary now. So it was just kind 
of like, ‘Why is the administra-
tion doing this?’”

Jasaitis pointed out that 
faculty are not affected by 
students visiting each others’ 
rooms, and says she believes 
that there was not enough stu-
dent input regarding this stu-
dent-based issue.

“If someone doesn’t want 
someone in their room, they 
can just say ‘I don’t want you 
to come to my room,’... faculty 
aren’t really affected by who 
visits whoever else’s room, so 
the student voice isn’t heard at 
all on this issue, which makes 
me kind of mad,” said Jasaitis.

Other students expressed 
disappointment about the 
change in sign-in times.

“I disagree with the change 
because it takes away from our 
personal time against our will. 
Having earlier sign-in times, 
especially on Sundays where 
we have work for all classes, 
will make it a lot more difficult 
to study,” said Matteo Whelton 
’20.

Igbokwe said, “I think that 
having all these meetings in 
the library and making it seem 
like students should get in-
volved and their voices actu-
ally heard is really just kind 
of a slap in the face if they’re 
not going to take into consid-
eration what the students are 
thinking, which is what they 
clearly did when they voted for 
these new policies.”

Colin McNamara-Borde-
wick ’21 said that if teachers 
hoped the changes would help 
students get more work done 
and get to sleep earlier, mak-
ing sign-in times earlier will 
be counterproductive and in-
effective.

McNamara-Bordewick said, 
“Making sign-in earlier is not 
going to work, because no one 
does work in their dorms and 

they’re unproductive there. 
Everyone does work in the 
library….I think it’ll do the 
opposite of what [the Deans] 
want… I think that maybe [stu-
dent voices] were consulted, 
but they were ignored.”

As a day student, Amelia 
Cheng ’21 says she believes 
that the earlier sign-in times 
will impact her experience 
greatly.

“A lot of times, day students 
find it difficult to go to dorms 
in the first place, because you 
can’t really invite yourself to a 
dorm, someone has to ask you 
to come, and so it’s a bit diffi-
cult if we don’t have a study 
space like the library. And 
also, the fact that we have to 
leave 30 minutes earlier, a lot 
of day students can’t do that 
because their parents have to 
pick them up at certain times. 
So just having 30 minutes less 
time to be on campus is very 
impractical for, I think,  every-
one involved,” said Cheng.

Cheng also said that meet-
ings discussing the changes 
were hard for students with 
musical commitments, like 

her, to attend. She felt that not 
being at the meetings meant 
that she did not have a voice in 
the process.

“The meetings that dis-
cussed all these topics that 
students were allowed to go 
to…were… held at a really awk-
ward time for a good portion of 
the school because they were 
during the music protected 
times, so I know I couldn’t go 
and a bunch of other students 
couldn’t go because they had 
to go to orchestra or band or 
chorus, so honestly I didn’t feel 
involved at all in this process. 
I know a ton of other people 
didn’t. I don’t think students 
really had a voice in this,” said 
Cheng.

Molly MacQueen ’21 antici-
pates that students will change 
how they manage their time to 
accommodate the earlier sign-
in times.

“I think that it’s going to be 
very different and it’s going to 
change, for a lot of people, the 
way that they structure their 
study time and personally, I’m 
not sure how it will work for 
me and how I’ll have to change 
my study schedule,” said Mac-
Queen.

Although she is a Senior, 
Sydney Olney ’18 expressed 
concern over how the new 
schedule will affect younger 
students next year.

Olney wrote in an email 
to The Phillipian, “Coming in 
as a blundering new Lower, I 
needed all of the time I could 
get to help me adjust. An extra 
15 minutes with my peer tutor 
the night before a chemistry 
test could mean the difference 
between a 3 and a 4.

Olney continued, “Although 
I am graduating in just over a 
week, I cannot help but feel 
intense disappointment for 
my younger peers over the 
new sign-in policy. I know that 
Lower year me would have 
been worse off without that 
last minute meeting with her 
peer tutor, or an extra 15 min-
utes to talk to her math teach-
er.”

Continued  from A1, Column 4

released a number of updates 
to the Andover community on 
new developments. 

Those who wish to report 
concerns or incidents can do 
so in four ways, according to 
Palfrey. They may contact Pal-
frey, contact Dean of Students 
and Residential Life Jennifer 
Elliott ’94, reach out to the in-
vestigators directly, or report 
anonymously by calling 844-
302-0434 or going to “www.
andover.ethicspoint .com.” 
Both the phone number and 
website are hosted external-
ly by EthicsPoint, a compa-
ny that provides anonymous, 
confidential hotlines. Current 
students may also reach out to 
any trusted adult on campus 
or members of the Rebecca M. 
Sykes Wellness Center. 

Palfrey emphasized that 
the process of investigating 
a claim of sexual misconduct 
is carried out separately from 

the school. If needed, the 
school will provide informa-
tion requested by the law firm 
in the process of investiga-
tion, such as a personnel file 
or contact information. 

The school administration 
is not informed of the results 
of an investigation until the 
law office has finished and 
presented a final report. At 
this point, the school will 
refer back to standards of 
disclosure, which were es-
tablished by Palfrey and the 
Board of Trustees prior to the 
initiation of investigations. 
No changes are made to these 
standards of disclosure for 
any specific event, according 
to Palfrey.

Depending on the situa-
tion, the school then deter-
mines the next steps to take. 
The school may report find-
ings to the police or the state, 
formally apologize to victims, 
take personnel actions, and/
or inform the community of 
the incident. The threshold 
for public disclosure is as fol-

lowing, according to Palfrey’s 
letter:

•	 “The severity of the 
misconduct, its effect 
on the former stu-
dent(s), and/or wheth-
er the school was made 
aware of multiple con-
cerns of misconduct;

•	 Whether there exists 
an ongoing current risk 
to students at Andover 
or elsewhere;

•	 Whether the behavior 
of the faculty member 
violated Andover’s ex-
pectations; and

•	 Whether the allega-
tions could be corrob-
orated.”

Current Initiatives to 
Cultivate a Campus Culture 
Free From Sexual Miscon-
duct

In response to instances of 
past sexual misconduct, An-
dover has taken the following 
initiatives to “foster an edu-
cational environment that is 

free from sexual misconduct,” 
according to Palfrey’s letter. 
This fall, Andover had its sec-
ond showing of “SLUT: The 
Play” and its first showing 
of “Now That We’re Men” to 
the student body in order to 
spark conversation on campus 
around healthy relationships 
and a culture of consent. In 
addition, since 2015, a number 
of students have participated 
in Mentors in Violence Pre-
vention (MVP) training. This 
year, Juniors and Lowers were 
also required to take Empa-
thy, Balance, and Inclusion 
(EBI) classes. In addition, all 
adults on campus complete 
training each year on “physi-
cal and emotional boundaries 
and their obligations as man-
datory reporters of suspect-
ed misconduct,” according to 
Palfrey’s letter to the commu-
nity on August 30, 2016.

Various All-School Meet-
ings (ASM) have been ded-
icated to this topic as well, 
including talks by Palfrey on 
Andover’s community expec-

tations, Caroline Heldman on 
healthy relationships, Joseph 
Ehrmann on toxic masculinity 
in sports, and Stephanie Gosk 
’90 on reporting instances 
of sexual misconduct in the 
press. 

Additionally, “Sexual Vio-
lence Response” charts, which 
provide information on ways 
to seek help, have been posted 
around campus. Students and 
adults have also been asked to 
download the Crisis Manager 
app. Furthermore, the Blue 
Book has been updated to “in-
clude greater specificity in… 
definitions of sexual miscon-
duct,” according to Palfrey’s 
letter to the community on 
August 30, 2016.

In light of this most re-
cent news regarding Svec, 
the Brace Center for Gender 
Studies also provided a space 
for students to gather and 
have conversation on Tues-
day, May 22, a day after stu-
dents were informed of the 
investigation’s findings. 

Law Firm Finds that Recently Retired Andover Instructor 
Engaged in Sexual Misconduct 

Continued  from A1, Column 1
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Students voiced their thoughts on the new sign-in proposal on a whiteboard at Oliver Wendell Holmes Library 
Thursday afternoon.
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Learning in the World Brings Argentinian 
Students on Campus

really cool how our classes were 
so discussion based, and it was 
really impressive that they could 
keep up. I remember they were in 
[Religion Philosophy] class with 
us and we talked really fast, but 
they still got the general gist of it.”

Huang continued, “They 
thought it was really cool that we 
had EBI [Empathy, Balance, and 
Inclusion curriculum]. That’s 
something that they have nev-
er seen before, and the EBI that 
they came to was my class when 
we discussed the [The Phillipi-
an’s] State of the Academy, which 
was super cool for them. They 
thought that the amount of inde-
pendence and freedom we get in 
our classes was really cool.”

Harrison Wilson ’20 said he 
enjoyed meeting the Argentinian 
students, especially as someone 
who takes Spanish 411. 

“I found it really interesting 
to hear about their school ex-
periences and interactions with 
American culture that are vastly 
different than their own and their 
own school schedules and activ-
ities from Andover,” said Wilson.

Wilson continued, “I value 
cultural exchange. I find that 
I can discover so much about 
another way of life and other 
cultures through these types of 
exchanges. Through various pro-
grams, people can expand their 
language skills astronomically. 
It’s incomprehensible how much 
language skills can improve, and 
honestly I feel like these pro-

grams really just connect to the 
world.” 

During the Learning in the 
World trip, students will not only 
travel but Buenos Aires but also 
live with host families, attend 
language classes, and partici-
pate in excursions on weekends. 
According to the Tang Institute 
website, some of these activities 
include tango dance lessons, mu-
seum trips, a tour of the La Boca 
neighborhood, and a river boat 
ride on the El Tigre. 

“I had been thinking about 
bringing students to Argentina 
for a while. It’s the place I studied 
abroad. I went back there for two 
summers of graduate school, and 
I always wanted to take students 
there. So last year, I met with the 
director of Learning in the World 
and started researching how I 
could take students,” said Hyland. 

The trip will be completely 
immersive, and students must 
sign a Spanish-only pledge be-
fore travelling outside the U.S. 
From Monday to Friday every 
week, students will attend lan-
guage school in the morning from 
9:30 am to 1:30 pm. According to 
Hyland, the group will also visit 
the exchange students’ school, 
the English Institute, on six dif-
ferent afternoons. 

“I think cultural competence 
is such an important skill, and 
it’s difficult to teach in the class-
room, so getting outside the 
classroom and spending time in 
another country and meeting 
people from a really different cul-
ture is so important and then of 

course there’s a language piece. 
Our program is total immersion, 
so for three weeks, students will 
speak only in Spanish and that 
will really help their language 
skills,” said Hyland. 

Hyland continued, “I think 
forming relationships with peo-
ple in another country, they’re 
going to meet people that they’re 
going to stay in touch with for 
years to come. Of course, improv-
ing their language skills and inde-
pendence, being uncomfortable, 
those are really valuable experi-
ences that can be quite formative 
when you’re in high school.”

Bantefa and Huang said they 
both feel nervous about living 
with a host family.

“I’ve never lived for three 
weeks with a family I don’t know, 
so I’m a little nervous about living 
with my host family and connect-
ing with them, especially in a dif-
ferent language,” said Bantefa.

“I’ve never lived with a host 
family. I’m a little nervous, es-
pecially because of the language 
barrier and it’s three weeks, so 
that’s going to be interesting,” 
said Huang.

Bantefa continued, “I’m look-
ing forward to practicing my 
Spanish because we’re only al-
lowed to speak Spanish there. 
Just being more immersed in the 
culture and experiencing every-
thing around me, and also meet-
ing new people.” 

Continued  from A1, Column 4

Christian and Muslim Student Faith Groups 
Come Together During Ramadan

Students of the Christian Stu-
dent Fellowship (CSF) and Mus-
lim Students Association (MSA) 
sat around a round table in the 
basement of Cochran Chapel to 
break a day’s fast on Wednesday, 
May 23, showing solidarity be-
tween the two faith groups on 
campus. 

The day’s fast was a part of 
Ramadan, a month of fasting ob-
served by Muslims worldwide. 
Although Ramadan is a time for 
reflection and celebration of spir-
ituality, the tradition can leave 
Muslim students on campus 
struggling to juggle both the fast-
ing restrictions and life at Ando-
ver, according to Noureddine El 
Alam, future MSA advisor and In-
structor in Mathematics. 

Mary Kantor, Roman Catholic 

Chaplain and CSF advisor, ex-
plained how the interfaith event 
was initiated by students on the 
CSF board, who had felt motivat-
ed to show support for their fel-
low students of faith. She said that 
CSF particularly wanted to build 
a communal space for students 
breaking fast. 

“[CSF] started talking about 
how maybe we could do [breaking 
the fast] with them, as a commu-
nal effort to maybe help them not 
feel isolated, to let them know that 
they were part of a community 
and were being supported,” said 
Kantor.

Moumina Khan ’19, Co-Head 
of MSA, said that she appreciated 
the gesture by CSF, noting the im-
portance of different faith groups 
on campus giving support to one 
another and sharing a sense of 
community. 

“The CSF was really kind, and 

they invited the MSA over to an 
Iftar, a breaking of the fast togeth-
er, because they knew that a lot 
of the boarding students didn’t 
get to break their fasts with other 
people; they usually broke them in 
their dorms and they just had food 
from [Paresky] Commons that 
they had to heat in the microwave. 
So, they decided to do something 
really nice and host a dinner for us 
so we would be able to break the 
fast as a community,” said Khan. 

El Alam expressed how he was 
was moved by the eagerness of the 
CSF, who showed their support to 
fellow students of faith.

“[The invitation] was really 
kind of them. It speaks to students’ 
character here. We can be weak 
in math or physics or English as 
students, but we are very empa-
thetic… The students, they’re very 
empathetic, very sweet, very nice, 
they think about others, and I 

think the Non Sibi component or 
pillar at this school is paying divi-
dends,” said El Alam.

El Alam continued, “I just hope 
that people take a leap of faith and 
do more of those things. They 
don’t have to be of people of faith, 
of any club… Just take the initia-
tive, as [CSF] did, and I thought 
it was awesome for them to think 
of the idea… and they brought us 
a beautiful dinner, and we were 
hungry, and we had sweets, and 
we had a sweeter conversation.” 

Khan recognized the impor-
tance of finding ways to support 
and encourage faith groups on 
campus, as faith can be a stigma-
tized topic on campus. 

Khan said, “I also know that 
groups of faith, in general, on 
campus are quite small, so it’s re-
ally nice to support each other and 
help each other.” 

Kantor noticed similarities be-

tween the meal and with stories in 
The Bible, explaining how com-
munity plays an integral role in 
both Christianity and Islam. 

“In the Christian scriptures, 
the person of Jesus has meals 
with lots of people. And a lot of the 
stories around Jesus are: he gets 
together and sits down and has 
dinner with lots of people. And 
that just kind of felt like the basic 
Christian message is to be in com-
munity and to share our table and 
it just sort of feels like of of those 
core things across tradition,” said 
Kantor. 

Khan was also touched by the 
“extra mile” that the CSF put into 
the event in making it as welcom-
ing as possible, including light-
ing candles, setting the table, and 
serving small cakes.

ZAINA QAMAR & 
SOPHIA LEE
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Dariana Guerrero, English

What made you want to become a Teaching 
Fellow?
I wanted to become a teaching fellow because 
I’ve always wanted to get into teaching. It’s 
something that I’ve been involved in since I 
was 15 years old, with the Andover Bread-
loaf program. I was very familiar with [An-
dover] as a school, and I thought it would 
be a great opportunity to step my foot in 
the water and start teaching.

What did you enjoy?
I think what I’ve enjoyed most is my ability to 
work in the CAMD office, and being able to meet 
all different kinds of students, and form connections 
with different kids.

What made you want to become a Teaching Fellow?
I had heard about the opportunity from my uni-
versity career counselor, and was intrigued and 
had always enjoyed thinking about teaching, 
and had thought about teaching, but wasn’t 
really sure if that was exactly what I wanted 
to do. When the opportunity came up to dip 
my toes in, and not have to fully commit to 
an education major, it seemed like a really 
awesome opportunity.

What impact has Andover had on you?

This is my first experience out east. I’m from 
the midwest originally. I think Andover has really 
welcomed me into the east coast. People have been 
really friendly, and I think the program itself has let me 
do a lot of reflecting on my own high school experience, my own college experience, 
and what it means to be a teacher, and what it means to be a learner. 

What made you want to become a Teaching 
Fellow?
One, the resources. I say that because for me, 
right out of grad school, I didn’t have to pay 
for rent and for food, and those are the basic 
needs. Two, I’m interested in being a teach-
er, and I was doing museum education. I 
did several events, so that was a path I’ve 
been working on. 

What did you enjoy about being a Teach-
ing Fellow?
What I enjoyed the most was, definitely, seeing 
the difference in my teaching, and seeing how 
I’ve progressed from point A to point B. But, I have 
to get to Z eventually. Also, my students. It makes me 
super happy when there’s an “aha” moment with my students — that’s the best thing 
about being a teacher. 

Teaching Fellow Reflections

Kevin Gonzalez, French

Alec Walker, History

Unwana Abasi, Biology

Jonathan Sit, Biology

Jennifer Quijas, English

Nora Lee, Chemistry

Diamond Gray, Art

Lindsey Whitesides, Physics

Mackenzie Hess, History

Editor’s Note: Ying Cai, Teaching Fellow in Chinese, Emma Berger, Teaching Fellow in Chemistry, and Benjamin Talarico, Teaching Fellow in English, did not respond in time for inter-
views. Anabelle Ferguson, Teaching Fellow in French, declined to interview. 

What made you want to become a Teaching Fel-
low?

Before becoming a Teaching Fellow, I taught 
fifth grade as a teacher apprentice at the school 

I went to when I was younger. Teaching fifth 
graders burned me out, and I was convinced 
I didn’t want to teach. After a few months, I 
reconsidered and applied for the fellowship 
last year to teach French and was offered the 
position.

What did you enjoy about being a Teaching 
Fellow?

Teaching my two classes. I think my students will 
agree that there was laughter in my classroom. I 

hope they enjoyed it as much as I did. I also appreciated 
the connections I made in the dorm as well as the opportunity to coach JV3 soccer.

What made you want to become a Teaching Fellow?
I had been teaching on a Fulbright [scholarship 

program] in Germany for a year and wanted more 
time teaching before I returned to graduate 

school and just to experience the whole private 
boarding school thing which is very outside of 
my own realm of experience. 

What did you enjoy?
I think we have really fantastic students here. 

You are ready to try interesting courses and will 
go the extra mile at your best and truly engage 

and care about the things you’re learning about. 
Also, it’s a school that has resources that allows us to 

do… like we have this beautiful library that we have to do 
work in and we have [The Nest], and I think that resources like 

that are really unique.

What made you want to become a Teaching 
Fellow?
I was always interested in teaching, so this 
seemed like a really good opportunity to 
learn about teaching and to teach inde-
pendently. This is a really unique program, 
in that teaching fellows lead their own 
classrooms from the beginning of the year.

What impact has Andover had on you?
I think [Andover] really made me feel 
excited about the kind of like learning that 
can go on at the high school level, excited 
about about what all of you will go on to do. 
Also, I just feel super lucky to have been here in 
this environment, and all the people that I have been 
able to spend time with.

What made you want to become a Teaching Fellow?
I knew I was going to take a year off before going 

to med school, and when I was deciding what 
I wanted to do, I knew that I wanted to do 

something that would help me grow as a 
person… I wanted to go somewhere where 
I felt I could be useful myself in addition 
to getting some personal growth from it. 
Being [an Andover] Alum, I knew that this 
was probably the place where I’ve grown 

the most as a human being, even compared 
to college.

What did you learn or gain?
I feel very able to handle a lot of different sce-

narios now, a lot more than I was when I got here. I 
feel confident in my ability to talk to people and assess 

situations relatively quickly, a lot more confident in my ability to know when to ask 
for help, and when to confident in what I know.

What made you want to become a Teaching 
Fellow?

I wasn’t intending to teach at a private 
school, but then when I was invited to cam-

pus, I was really wowed by the school, the 
community, the students, the resources, 
and thought it would be a really cool year 
to work here. 

What did you learn or gain?
I’m starting to find my own style, and start-

ing to get comfortable with teaching and 
how best to approach things, how to approach 

different topics, how to work with kids, and 
how to manage the classroom. I’m learning a lot 

this whole year.

What made you want to become a Teaching 
Fellow?

Since my first year of college, I went to 
Wellesley College, I knew that I wanted to 

teach. So, I did an undergraduate certifi-
cation program at Wellesley which meant 
that spring semester of senior year I spent 
student teaching and I did my student 
teaching at a public school in Framing-
ham… I was actually contacted by [Ando-

ver,] which I didn’t even know about the 
school before I was contacted.

What impact has Andover had on you?
I think it’s sort of given me a glimpse into how 

young students are able to talk about their identity. 
Some of the language that students have the capacity to use is language that I didn’t 
have until I was in college. 

What made you want to become a Teaching 
Fellow?
I wanted to take a gap year before I went to 
graduate school, and I wanted to gain expe-
rience teaching to see if it was a career that 
I wanted to pursue. I thought Andover’s 
Teaching Fellow program was perfect for 
that.

What impact has Andover had on you?
Andover has set me up well and given me 
the experience I need to become a successful 
teacher in the future. It has helped me reflect 
on how I can improve as a teacher and a person to 
better serve the people around me.

Reporting by Ross Vieira, Rachel Chang, Sophia Lee, and Steve Nam

Photos by Anna Liu, Claudine Waggoner, Daisy Tuller, David Zhu, Emily Qian, 
Kaela Aalto, Mia Cheung, Olivia Tung, Sawsan AlShaiba, and Shahinda Bahnasy
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Does Anyone Else Smell Fire?
It’s Prom Roasting Time!

Avery Westerfield ’18 & Warren Christopher ’18

Flour is a spice, right?

Grade: “So, uh, where are you summering?”

Rudd Fawcett ’18 & Cecelia Vieira ’18

They censored our joke, again

Grade: Plipcest

Rebecca Radebold ’18 & Kyle Welch ’18

Is that allowed??

Grade: Voyeuristic

Jason Reynolds ’18 & Melanie Singh ’18

Is Jason’s family donating a beautiful new 
athletic center?

Grade: Then he’s not the one for her

Charlie Mayhew ’18 & Grace Rademacher ’18

It’s for a secret UTB video

Grade: Please come back

Sam Bird ’18 & Elaine Irvin ’19

Things will be different this time

Grade: He’s in it for her rowing 
blazer

Andrew Wang ’18 & Sydney Marler ’18

He made her take a physics entrance exam 
first

Grade: 6.01

Nick Demetroulakos ’19 & Eastlyn Frankel ’18

They held a forum to gather student input

Grade: Governing is serious business

Thomas Macwilliams ’18 & Sophia Gilmour ’19

Another spring term, another senior

Grade: In public this time, though

Alex Bernhard ’19 & ???

No one’s even going this year, mom

Grade: Celibacy is a choice

Colby Gendron ’18 & Ale Macaya ’18

Above and beyond the duties of a manager

Grade: Anything to wreck the Ex

Pierce Bausano ’18 & Ananda Kao ’18

The sole reason the booths in the Den had 
to get reupholstered

Grade: Varsity

Reuben Philip ’18 & Sarah Rigazio ’18

Integrating big blue spirit into ~every~ 
part of their lives

Grade: Non Sibi ;)

Brita Luke ’19 & Connor Devlin ’18

We feel bad for their roommates

Grade: It’s a long summer, you know?

Isabella Berkeley ’19 & Andrew Antonucci ’18

“Oh no, you’re in this group chat”

Grade: no comment

Ward Bradt ’18 & Charlie Murphy ’19

DISCLAIMER: No hearts were broken in 
the making of this pair

Grade: Bartlett Boys do everything together

Anjunae Chandran ’18 & Cameron Hui ’19 

The final plot twist (hopefully)

Grade: Long con?

Bobby Dall ’18 & Emily Batchelor ’19

She didn’t even want a promposal anyway

Grade: Get your act together

Annie Lord ’19 & Sami El Solh ’18

Will he finally put on a shirt for the big 
event?

Grade: Annie hopes so

Conor Zachar ’19 and Eva Chilson ’18

Emailed the wrong czachar@andover.edu

Grade: “Eh, I’ll roll with it”

Ace Ellsweig ’18 & Clara Steiner ’19

Second cousins at least, right?

Grade: He needed a place to stay during 
Grad Week

David Tsai ’18 & Somya Mohindra ’18

The final phase of David 2.0

Grade: We’re just as surprised as you are

Georgia Ezell ’19 & Giacomo Marino ’18

Track? Track.

Grade: The new crew team on campus

Larson Tolo ’18 & Isabelle Bicks ’18

I heard only three of those concussions are 
from the field

Grade: A lot of pep talks, probably

Ishaan Patel ’18 & Anushree Gupta ’18

She can reuse the dress for their wedding!

Grade: & Phil

Bob O’Donnell ’18 & Isabelle Beckwith ’18

40% chance of a sleeveless tux

Grade: 100% chance of sports talk

Xander Peterson ’18 & Nicole Cho ’19

Both big fans of ‘retreats’

Grade: Now we’ve seen everything

Annie Donahue ’18 & Max Levi ’19

What even are they?

Grade: “She’s like my sister”

Morgan Cutts ’18 & Kiki Kozol ’18

8 inches*

Grade: *Nail length

Malcolm Essaid ’18 & Marieta Rojas ’18

They wouldn’t let him take a mirror 

Grade: Messiah complex
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After beginning her leg of the 
4x100-meter relay at the back of 
the pack, Co-Captain Fredericka 
Lucas ’18 closed the gap between 
her and her competitor and shot 
out in front, securing a victory 
along with her relaymates Rachel 
Chang ’20, Victoria Kadiri ’20, and 
Isobel Glass ’21 for Andover Girls 
Track and Field with a time of 
49.66 seconds. 

Andover carried its success into 
other events, securing its third 
consecutive Nepsta Division I title 
in Interschols with a score of 154 
last Saturday, beating Phillips Ex-
eter Academy by 91.5 points and 
Loomis by 102 points.

Reese Pelletier ’20 said, “The 
highlight of the meet was the very 
first track event, the 4x100 where 
we started off the meet with a very 
strong win, as our captain Fred-
ericka widened the gap between 
second place and crossed the 
finish line with a significant lead 
ahead of second place which was 
an encouraging and exciting start 
to the track events.”

Sadie Cheston-Harris ’20 add-
ed, “Girls placed in 16 out of the 
17 events which really helped us 
beat all the teams, especially Ex-
eter, because they were second 
place. It was really great because 
it was truly a team effort. Every-
one pulled together and everyone 
pulled through to get the win so it 
was a really fun meet.”

Throughout the day, the team 
members battled intermittent rain 
that made it difficult for many of 
the field events to compete.

Silvia Alonso Cirbian ’18 said, 
“I did long jump and it was rain-
ing all the way through. Between 
the long jump and the triple jump 
it stopped and then when I did 
the triple jump it started pouring 
rain again. We couldn’t see any-
thing with the eyes but we swam 
through it and we got the champi-
onship.”

In addition to earning first 
place, the team also earned new 
records. Despite the challenging 
conditions the rain created, Slov-
enski set a new facility, school, and 
Nepsta record in the pole vault, 
clearing 10’10” to win the first 
event of the day. 

Lucas added, “I’d say a big 
highlight was at the beginning of 
the meet I was outside… [the an-
nouncer] announced that Soph 
— Sophia Slovenski — had won 
the [pole vault] and she had set 
a facility record, which was the 
perfect way to kick off the meet 

and from there Soph really got the 
ball rolling and there more points 
and more points and more points 
added up so that was a really great 
way to set the tone of the meet.”

Serena Liu ’19 said, “What real-
ly helped me a lot was really feed-
ing off of the enthusiasm and the 
successes of everybody else who 
had performed already because I 
remember we were second flight 
for disc and soph had already pole 
vaulted her 10’10” jump and that 
really set the tone for the day like 
Fred said, and really helped us get 
a good footing and be like ‘yeah 
this is what we have been training 
for, and we’re in this together and 
we’re just going to show how hard 
we have worked this entire sea-
son.’ Just doing it for the team.”

In the hurdles, Maddy Silveira 
’20 was the first person to earn a 
spot in the finals with a person-
al season record with a time of 
16.67 seconds. Tessa Conrardy ’20 
joined Silveira in the finals with a 
time of 15.88 seconds, replacing 
her own previously-set Lower 
Record. Conrardy, however, over-
came her record yet again in the fi-
nals earning a second place finish 
with a time of 15.69 seconds.

In the 3000-meter run, both 
Michaela Jones ’18 and Molly 
MacQueen ’21 set their season re-
cords with 10:32.70 and 10:36.00 
minute times respectively.

In the long jump, Alonso Cirbi-
an placed second with a 16-01.00 
foot jump. She was followed by 
Kadiri in eighth place. In the triple 
jump, Melanie Cheung ’20 earned 
sixth place followed by Alonso 
Cirbian in ninth place.

In the high jump, Lucas earned 
third place while Carolina Weath-
erall ’21 earned seventh place. 
Slovenski and Liu earned first and 
second place respectively in the 
javelin throw.

Alonso Cirbian said, “The at-
mosphere was incredibly great. 
You could really feel that it was In-
terschols. Everyone was hugging 
each other and congratulating 
each other and wishing good luck. 
The team was really tight.”

Cirbian continued, “I re-
member my favorite moment 
for me was the four-by-four girls 
at the end. I was with [Michael 
Codrington ’18] and Serena and 
we were cheering on them and 
they finished and they were smil-
ing so huge and they were with 
tears in their eyes and I got tears 
in my eyes too because I was so 
proud of them. It is such a good 
feeling.”
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Girls Secure NEPSTA Title 
for Third Year in a Row

GIRLSTRACK&FIELD

Andover Shuts Out Exeter and Worcester to 
Win CNEPSBL Championship

In the bottom of the first in-
ning, Andrew Ciufo ’19 hit a home 
run—the first home run hit at 
Andover by an Andover player 
in over six years—over the center 
field wall, giving Andover Boys 
Baseball a 1-0 lead against Phillips 
Exeter Academy in the Central 
New England Prep School Base-
ball League (CNEPSBL) tourna-
ment championship on Sunday. 

Andover ended up winning 
8-0, which followed a separate 
shutout on Friday in the semifinal 
game against Worcester Acade-
my, with a score of 10-0. Ando-
ver now has a 19-2 record, and a 
championship, with just the An-
dover-Exeter Weekend game left 
to play in the season. 

In the game against Worces-
ter on Friday, Andover started 
out strong with several early runs 
and maintained the momentum 
throughout the game, according 
to pitcher Anthony Redfern ’18.

“We always pride ourselves 
in getting a head start in a game 
whether it’s scoring right away or 
making good defensive plays right 
away. We scored a bunch of runs 
in the first three innings which set 
the tone for the rest of the game,” 
said Redfern. “Worcester is a 

team that strives themselves off of 
energy, and we were able to limit 
them right away. I think after we 
scored a couple of runs early, we 
solidified ourselves as the win-
ners of that game.”

On top of Andover’s quick 
start offensively, its defense was 
also formidable throughout the 
game, led by pitcher Travis Lane 
’18, who nearly threw a complete 
game, and Jack Penney ’21 at 
shortstop, according to Peter Ling 
’20.

“Our offense jumped out early 
and we were just putting up the 
runs from the start,” added Ling. 
“Travis Lane ’18, our pitcher, was 
just dominant. No one was really 
able to hit him and our defense 
backed him up really well. Jack 
Penney ’21 also had an outstand-
ing game. Our defense overall 
was really good and we kept up 
the good things from previous 
games.”

Lane ended up pitching 6 ⅓ 
innings with ten strikeouts and 
only let up one hit. At the plate, 
he also batted four runs in to go 
along with his performance on 
the mound.

Already having beaten 
Worcester earlier in the season 
also contributed to the team’s vic-
tory on Friday, according to Ling.

“We beat (Worcester) by a 
good amount in both games of the 
doubleheader earlier in the sea-
son, so when we faced them in the 
tournament, we knew we could 
handle them without a problem 
as long as we didn’t make any big 
mistakes,” said Ling.

Against Exeter in the champi-
onship game, Andover displayed 
great performances on both sides 
of the ball, according to Redfern.

“We played solid all around. 
It was a well played game, and 
we kept our composure. We also 
played solid on defense,” said 
Redfern. “A big play was Andrew 
Ciufo’s home run in the bottom of 
the first which brought the ener-
gy up. We kept it up especially in 
the bottom of the sixth where we 
scored six runs to make it 8-0, and 
then we only needed three outs to 
win it.”

On Saturday, the pitching was 
again a highlight for Andover, as 
Redfern threw a complete game 
shutout and only allowed two 
hits.

“Anthony Redfern’s impecca-
ble pitching performance and a 
big offense outing by the whole 
team,” added Kai Marcos ’18.

Andover’s pitching has con-
tributed largely to its success this 
season, especially in the playoffs, 
according to Ling.

“Both games were two of 
the best pitching performances 
we’ve seen all year. Both pitch-
ers showed no signs of tiredness,” 
said Ling. “Travis didn’t let up a 
run, and he pitched most of game 
one, and Jackson pitched a com-
plete game shutout in game two. 
Just the whole game, both pitch-
ers just pitched so well, and all of 
their pitches looked good. Over-
all, there was no one stopping 
them, and everything was going 
our way.”

“Andover pitching is one of the 
best in New England so going into 
each game, we know all we have 
to worry about is getting runs 
to support our pitchers,” added 
Marcos.

Overall, Andover felt like this 
season was a great success and a 
testament to the player’s true abil-
ities, according to Marcos.

“We expected to win every 
game going in the season,” said 
Marcos. “Although we try to focus 
on the little things day by day, we 
all knew we had the talent to do 
something special this year.”

That proved to be an accu-
rate assessment with Andrew 
Ciufo ’19, Jackson Emus ’19, Joe 
Simourian ’18, Travis Lane ’18, 
and Tristan Latham ’19 all being 
awarded First-Team All-Central 
New England Prep honors and 
Anthony Redfern ’18 being named 
the Central New England Prep 
MVP.

Andover Boys Baseball will 
look to finish the season with a 
win against Exeter on A/E day.

BASEBALL

HANNAH ZHANG

Andover

Worcester

10

0

Andover

Exeter

8

0

At sixth singles, Adam Mofid 
’20 battled to win his third set after 
falling in the second to win the 3-3 
tiebreaker and secure the champi-
onship for Andover. After Ando-
ver had fallen in the doubles point 
and two singles games and won 
in fourth singles, the team needed 
to win all three remaining singles 
matches. Second seed Hayden 
Gura ’20 and third seed Aidan Burt 
’21 won their matches in straight 
sets, leaving the deciding match to 
Mofid, who won 6-4, 2-6, and 6-4. 

This victory won the New En-
gland Interscholastic Tennis As-
sociation (Neita) Class A Cham-
pionship title for Andover Varsity 
Boys Tennis with a score of 4-3 in 
the finals against Groton on Sun-
day. Following this win, Andover 
defeated Phillips Exeter Academy 
7-0 in its Andover/Exeter match on 
Wednesday.

Captain and first seed Chase 
Denholm ’18 said, “In the finals, 
Adam was really consistent. I think 
that really established the momen-
tum for the end of the match be-
cause he just hung in there point 
by point and never gave up. He 
was pretty fired up. I think it was 
especially hard for him given the 
crowd that [Groton] had, so I was 
really impressed with his response 
to that. He was just getting to it and 
using the energy from the crowd to 
build on his game and it was really 
clutch because he didn’t miss the 
important points at all. He just re-
ally stuck with it.”

During his match, Mofid was 
questioned for some of his calls — 
which turned out to be accurate — 
but he stuck with them, remained 
determined, and ended up winning 
his three-setter. In Mofid’s final 
set, the intensity was high, with 
back-and-forth play and a massive 

crowd, according to Burt and Gura.
“In the third match point, Adam 

left a ball short and [his opponent] 
tried to come in and take it out of 
the air and he hit it wide, and Adam 
called it out. This ball was out by 
maybe an inch, and from Groton’s 
point of view, you can’t see the 
sideline since it was out in the alley, 
so they all thought he was a cheat-
er but he didn’t cheat because the 
coaches confirmed it was out. The 
last point was just really intense,” 
said Burt.

Gura said, “Adam had just lost 
the second set after winning the 
first set, so he [was] in the third 
set, and it was two all and it kept 
battling back and forth like 2-2, 
3-2, 3-3 and then they had a very 
long game at 4-4 where there were 
some questionable calls. There was 
a lot of uncertainty. I think overall 
it was just a very important match 
because I think there were around 
200 people watching the match, 
and our team was cheering, and 
Groton’s fans were cheering. I just 
remember it was a real grind.” 

Despite having a large crowd 
cheering for the team’s opponents, 
Mofid, in addition to Andover’s 
other singles players, demonstrat-
ed incredible focus and determi-
nation in his match, according to 
Head Coach Greg Wilkin.

Wilkin wrote in an email to The 
Phillipian, “Hayden, Aidan, and 
Nash [Johnson ’20] showed tre-
mendous focus and concentration 
in the face of rabid, loud cheer-
ing from the Groton home crowd. 
While over a hundred spectators 
cheered the Groton player on, 
Adam fed off the admiring sup-
port of his teammates and a group 
of faithful Andover parents. He 
showed real grit in that situation.”

On Saturday, Andover beat 
Kingswood-Oxford 4-1 and Choate 
4-0 in the quarterfinals and semifi-

nals of the tournament, respective-
ly. According to Denholm and Burt, 
it was important that the team won 
the doubles point in both of the 
matches.

“The first two matches we defi-
nitely did well in the doubles. Es-
tablishing the doubles point against 
both KO [Kingswood-Oxford] and 
Choate helped set the tone for both 
of those matches in terms of sin-
gles play. I think that Nash and I 
really upped our level in those two 
matches. It was fun for us to final-
ly reach the level of play that we 
wanted to play at this whole sea-
son,” said Denholm.

Burt said, “First two matches 
we won both pretty decisively. We 
also won the doubles point in both 
those matches, which is really cru-
cial in these games, so also figuring 
out who are opponents are going to 
be and the advice we need to give 
during the doubles matches really 
helps during singles.”

Andover had not played King-
swood-Oxford in the regular sea-
son before, so the players were 
not familiar with their opponents 
heading into the game. This uncer-
tainty created a mental challenge, 
but Andover remained confident, 
according to Gura and Denholm.

“Not playing Kingswood-Ox-
ford changed because nobody re-
ally knew their players, and going 
into my match I know I was a little 
bit nervous because I didn’t know 
how my player played. I ended up 
winning, but it was a tougher men-
tal start. I started off badly because 
I didn’t really know what to do. I 
didn’t know what was better in his 
game and what was worse,” said 
Gura.

Denholm said, “We definite-
ly were pretty confident going in. 
I think we knew we had a good 
chance at pulling it out based on 
how [Kingswood-Oxford has] done 

against other teams. Obviously a lot 
of the teams in these playoffs, we 
don’t know what to expect, but if 
we just go out playing our games, 
we’re pretty confident in what we 
can do.”

In the Choate match, Ando-
ver beat Choate 4-3 earlier on in 
the season, so the team knew the 
players it was going to face. In the 
previous faceoff,  Denholm did not 
play due to injury, but during the 
tournament he returned so the rest 
of the players moved down a seed. 
This helped them more in their 
matches on Saturday, since they 
not only played lower seed oppo-
nents but could also learn about 
their game from teammates who 
played them previously, according 
to Gura and Denholm.

Gura said, “Playing Choate ear-
lier on in the season, we knew how 
their players played, especially 
because we had this weird thing 
against them was that earlier on in 
the season. We didn’t have our one 
player but this time we did, so we 
played different players. This time 
we got to tell the other person what 
went wrong and what went well 
against certain players. I played 
someone who Nash had played and 
Nash told me about his game which 
helped me in the end with winning 
against him. Everybody had a good 
idea about how the other players 
played.”

“I missed the [previous] Choate 
match, so I think it eased up a little 
pressure against Choate knowing 
that I was in the lineup and every-
body else was playing a spot down 
than they did in regular season. We 
didn’t take it very lightly because 
Choate knocked us out [4-1 in the] 
first round last year, so we knew 
what they were capable of since 
we beat them in the regular sea-
son last year as well. We went out 
with strong doubles play. We truly 

established the momentum for the 
match, and singles just carried out, 
and we played really well against 
them I think,” said Denholm.

Following its Neita Champion-
ship win, Andover, despite missing 
its typical first, fifth and sixth seed 
players, swept Exeter 7-0 in the an-
nual Andover/Exeter match.

Coach Wilkin wrote, “We [were] 
without Chase, [fifth seed]  Sean 
[Kralik ’19] [and Adam], so we 
[needed] to improvise in doubles 
and rise to the challenge in singles. 
Our earlier 7-0 score against Exeter 
does not reflect the toughness of 
the Exeter squad.”

Andover will send multiple 
players to Choate for the singles 
Class-A draw of the New England 
Prep School Invitational Tennis 
Tournament (Nepsitt) on Saturday 
to close out the season.

GIGI GLOVER

A.TADIKONDA/THEPHILLIPIAN
Sam Conte ’18 plays pitcher and outfield for Boys Varsity Baseball.

BOYSTENNIS

Boys Tennis Upsets Groton to Win Fourth 
NEITA Championships Since 2011

HANNAH ZHANG

COURTESYOFANDOVERATHLETICS

Hudson Elegant ’21 plays 4th dou-
bles and 7th singles. 
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Cycling Beats Exeter

Andover Cycling triumphed in 
a combined score of 67-74 against 
Phillips Exeter Academy on 
Wednesday in its final postseason 
ride. The boys team, scored alone, 
lost to Exeter 50-55, while the girls 
team, scored alone, beat Exeter 12-
24, in a scoring system where the 
lower score is better.

The race, a 7.5 mile time trial, 
was hosted by Exeter in Hampton, 
N.H. In the eight-cyclist girls race, 
Elizabeth Holubiak ’18 won in a 
time of 18:22 minutes, her highest 
finish of the season, while Grace 
Hitchcock ’20 finished second in 
18:46, Co-Captain Jess Wang ’18 
finished third in 19:05, and Abigail 
Johnson finished sixth in 20:36. In 
the 14-cyclist boys race, Co-Cap-
tain Isaac Newell ’18 won in 17:47, 
Anthony Minickiello ’20 finished 
second in 17:50, Floyd Greenwood 
’19 finished eighth in 19:24, Jacob 
Buehler ’19 finished ninth in 19:25, 
Samson Zhang ’20 finished twelfth 
in 20:20, and Philip Matteini ’19 
finished thirteenth in 20:28.

Andover entered the race look-
ing to enjoy both a mixture of com-
petitive school-rivalry and fun, 
according to Grace Hitchcock ’20.

Hitchcock said, “As a team, we 
successfully achieved both our 
goals: we had a lot of fun and we 
beat Exeter.”

Despite coming out on top, An-
dover faltered slightly after suf-
fering a narrow loss in the boys 

division of the race, according to 
Anthony Minickiello ’20.

“The biggest challenge imped-
ing our victory was falling short of 
Exeter in the boys division by only 
a few points,” said Minickiello.

Andover also faced challenges 
in the difficult riding conditions 
presented by the course, according 
to Hitchcock.

Hitchcock said, “This race pre-
sented a few challenges, as it took 
place on a relatively busy road with 
cars, pedestrians, and recreational 
cyclists. As a result, every rider 
needed to be alert and attentive to 
their surroundings when riding — 
balancing speed and safety on the 
bike.”

Despite the challenging con-
ditions, Andover did a good job 
remaining calm and focused 
throughout the whole ride, suc-
cessfully avoiding injury or colli-
sion, according to Minickiello and 
Hitchcock.

“Our riders raced alongside 
traffic, so the team kept their wits 
about them to avoid high impact 
crashes, which was important be-
cause the riders reached speeds 
of nearly 30 miles per hour,” said 
Minickiello.

“Thankfully, every cyclist made 
it through the race without injury, 
while simultaneously having fun 
and competing well,” said Hitch-
cock.

In addition to the race, Ando-
ver enjoyed an afternoon filled 
with fun activities, including the 
chance to spend some time getting 

to know some Exeter cyclists.
Minickiello said, “The most 

exciting memory of the day came 
after the race. We had dinner with 
the Exeter kids, which was so fun, 
and we got to go swimming after-
ward in freezing cold ocean water. 
Those things were a blast.”

The team attributes its success 
throughout the season to its ded-
ication to teamwork and the en-
thusiasm and spirit displayed by its 
members, according to Minickiel-
lo and Hitchcock.

“The thing I love most about 
the team is the enthusiasm which 
runs through all of us. Jess and 
Isaac are always ready to get us 
excited for racing and cheering on 
teammates, which is important on 
days when we aren’t feeling ready 
to race and want to give up, so I can 
credit much of my success to my 
captains, who have been an unfail-
ing source of inspiration for me,” 
Minickiello.

Hitchcock said, “As a whole, the 
team did a great job of racing hard, 
putting in all our effort, and seeing 
the season’s tough work pay off in 
the final race of the season. More 
than anything else, we were all re-
ally supportive of one another, as 
always, cheering each other on and 
celebrating the successes of the 
team. And that’s easily one of the 
things I love most about this team. 
Because we’re a small team, we’re 
a really close group of teammates 
and we’re consistently and enthu-
siastically rooting for one another.”

CYCLING

JULIET GILDEHAUS

GIRLSTENNIS

Andover Wins Second at 
Nepsacs

Girls Varsity Tennis clinched a 
second place trophy at the Nepsac 
Class A championships this past 
weekend, alongside a 5-4 victory 
over Phillips Exeter Academy in a 
nail-biting final match this Wednes-
day. The team’s win against Exeter 
marked the conclusion of an unde-
feated regular season for Andover, 
its final record standing at 10-0.

Andover entered this year’s Nep-
sac tournament as the first seed, but 
the team’s initial high placement 
did not diminish its attention to the 
many strong competitors in atten-
dance, according to Co-Captain 
Lauren Lee ’18.

“The overall competition keeps 
getting tougher and tougher every 
year. Even though we were first seed, 
there were definitely no expecta-
tions going into the championships, 
given each team has proven tremen-
dously strong,” Lee said.

Saturday brought the first round 
of competition for Andover. Due to 
rainy weather, the team utilized its 
indoor courts in the Snyder Center 
to host the first round of competi-
tion. The familiar atmosphere of its 
home courts gave Andover the con-
fidence needed to triumph in both 
the quarter-finals and semifinals, ac-
cording to Lee.

“In comparison to last year, we 
played the first rounds of the cham-
pionships at home, which was defi-
nitely an advantage,” Lee said.

The the team dominated against 
the Taft –– a team it had not yet faced 
this season –– in the quarterfinals 
with a 5-0 sweep.

“For the quarterfinals, we played 
Taft which is a team that we didn’t 
play in the regular season, so it was 
nice to play different opponents,” 
said Hannah Zhang ’21.

The team then advanced to the 
semifinals where it faced Milton for 
the second time this season.

“For the semis, we played Mil-
ton who we played just recently 
and beat, but they were still pretty 
tough,” Zhang said.

Andover triumphed 5-2 against 
Milton in an especially exciting 
match, according to Lee.

“One of my favorite memories 
was when [Amy Ji ’18] won her 
tiebreaker to secure the fifth win 
against Milton during the semis on 
Saturday. She played such a tough 
match and had lost to her opponent 
earlier in the season, so it was a real-
ly special moment for her, as well as 
the rest of the team. We all ran onto 
the court, screaming, jumping, cry-
ing. It was pretty magical,” said Lee.

“My most exciting moment and 
highlight was when we played Mil-
ton’s team. All the matches were 
very close, and as soon as a team-
mate won her match, the whole 
team stood up and congratulated 
her,” said Reimi Kusaka ’21 in an in-
terview with The Phillipian. 

On Sunday, Andover rose bright 
and early to travel to Westminster, 
Conn., where it would compete 
against Hotchkiss for the first place 
title. After clinching a 5-4 win over 
Hotchkiss earlier this season, Ando-
ver knew the competition would be 
fierce, according to Zhang.

“So in the finals, we played 
Hotchkiss again, and we beat them 
5-4 in the regular season, so we 
knew they were going to be a very 
tough team,” Zhang said.

While Andover swept the dou-
bles portion of the match, the team 
faltered when it came to the singles 
matches, ultimately falling with an 
overall score of 4-5.

“Hotchkiss definitely stepped up 
their game, so the singles were tough 
matches, and it was kind of different 
from our typical ones since it was 
harder for us to cheer each other on, 
especially because there was only a 
doorway and no room to watch on 
the court,” said Zhang.

Despite the loss, Andover was 
able to appreciate the competition 
brought by its opponents and learn 
from its mistakes, according to Ku-
saka.

“Surprisingly, my favorite mem-
ory was after we lost. Despite our 
loss, we sat in a circle and reminded 
each other that there will always be 
times when some things don’t go as 
expected. We all fought our hardest, 
and our defeat will only encourage 
us to work harder for next year,” Ku-
saka said.

JULIET GILDEHAUS

Fast Faculty: 26 Andover Teachers and Staff Take on the Half-Marathon

Twenty-six Andover teachers 
and faculty ran The Wallis Sands 
Half Marathon in Rye, N.H., on 
Sunday. The all-female group, or-
ganized by a small group of faculty 
aiming to spread distance running 
on campus, ran a 13.1-mile course 
through beaches and forest.

Although the course was main-
ly flat, persistent headwinds along 
the coastline made the final stretch 
of the race the most difficult part, 
according to Jill Meyer ’09.

“Hills were not an issue, but 
along the coastline there was a very 
strong headwind that was pretty 
consistent and quite strong. So at 
the end, when you got back to the 
beach, it was nice to be back on the 
water, but then I was almost wish-
ing I was back in the woods, be-
cause it was very windy, and at that 
point in the race I was pretty tired,” 
said Meyer. 

The weather also proved to be 
a difficult factor on race day. Fore-
casts originally predicted a cloudy 
and cooler day, but it turned out 
to be hot and humid, according to 

Taylor Ware.
“It was definitely much hotter 

and more humid than any of my 
training runs had been, so I defi-
nitely did not feel great on the day 
of the race. I felt great in my couple 
of last long runs leading up to the 
day of the race. It was super humid 
and then the sun came out but it 
was still really muggy,” said Ware.

Tracy Ainsworth, Kassie Ar-
chambault, Eva Cirelli, Stephanie 
Curci, Jennifer Elliott ’94, Mag-
gie Farnsworth, Anabelle Fergu-
son, Rebecca Hession, Lisa Joel, 
Catherine Kemp, Karen Knudson, 
Katherine Matheson, Meyer, Vi-
mala Mohammed, Aya Murata, 
Christina Pontuso, Irene Tucker, 
Lisa Svec, Rachel Hyland, Amy Pa-
tel, Deb Olander, Marisela Ramos, 
Sarah Robinson, Heidi Wall, Taylor 
Ware, and Ellen Greenberg partici-
pated in the half marathon.

A small group of faculty and 
staff who normally train together 
presented the idea of the half mar-
athon in May to the wider commu-
nity of faculty back in the fall.

Svec said, “Organizing it, it was 
Lisa Joel, Amy Patel, Kassie Ar-
chambault and I, who run togeth-

er a lot, saying, ‘let’s sign up for 
something, and then include others 
in it’... Because this race fills [up 
quickly], we started in October and 
we just sent it out to people, who 
sent it out to other people and it 
just spread and spread. Once one 
person knew that somebody they 
knew, who they might feel they 
were at the same level fitness as, 
was signing up, they wanted to sign 
up.”

In preparation for the half mara-
thon, training sessions were held in 
the Snyder Center during the win-
ter every Tuesday and Thursday 
night from 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., in 
order to get people working togeth-
er regardless of experience, accord-
ing to Joel.

“We started a walking and run-
ning club Tuesday and Thursday 
nights. Our hope was to allow for a 
wider group of people to come to-
gether in a space, and they [could] 
go at whatever pace they want-
ed, but we could all be working 
out together. Then, we thought, 
‘Wouldn’t it be great if we had a 
goal in mind’, and this half mara-
thon that Ms. Svec knew about is a 
great entry half-marathon: it’s flat 

and in May. So we thought, if you 
are going to work out, have a goal, 
and why not [the half-marathon]?” 
said Joel.

Joel continued, “We wanted to 
demystify that you had to be a cer-
tain type of experienced runner. If 
you just wanted to come and walk, 
that was great too. We [also] chose 
this half marathon because you 
could enter as a walker… During 
the winter, we would have some-
times up to 25 people showing up 
as they could in the evening.”

Faculty and staff came together 
to cheer for each other on race day, 
according to Svec and Joel.

“It was so great to be there to-
gether at the start and to realize 
that everyone is at a different place 
in their goals and their fitness level, 
but that we all had the same goal of 
supporting, really encouraging one 
another and finishing. Everyone 
finished. There were 26 of us, and 
it was great to be there at the end 
line, cheering people on,” said Svec.

 Joel said, “A number of first-
time runners and first-time half 
marathoners were there, which 
just felt incredible to me. When I 
finished, there were Andover folks 

standing on the side cheering and 
then you just joined that group and 
you were cheering and looking for 
people. It just felt so supportive.”

Joel added, “I think when you 
are part of the team, the best part 
isn’t about you; it is about everyone 
else. I was most excited for those 
folks for who this was a little intim-
idating and were kind of running/
walking.”

Catherine Carter (wife of Head 
of School John Palfrey) stood at the 
ten-mile mark cheering runners 
on. 

“[Carter’s] support meant so 
much to folks at that point in the 
race,” wrote Svec in an email to The 
Phillipian.

According to Svec, she wishes 
for faculty to keep running in fu-
ture years to come.

Svec said, “Hopefully, we are go-
ing to continue to do this, and have 
a couple times a year where we 
have a road race that we encourage 
others to sign up for, give each oth-
er some training tips and do it as a 
community event.”

LINDA BIBEAU

GIRLSCREW

Andover’s G1, G2, and G3 Sweep NMH

Every Andover boat cruised 
past the finish line far ahead 
of Northfield Mount Hermon 
(NMH), according to Co-Cap-
tain Lila Brady ’18. Since NMH 
did not have a G4 boat, Andover’s 
G4 competed in the G3 race. G1, 
G2, G3, and G4 crossed the fin-
ish line in 19.5, 14.4, 25.3, and 3.3 
seconds ahead of NMH in their 
respective races.

Brady said, “We raced NMH 
this weekend and every boat 
won, girls and boys. It was a good 
race for the first boat, and we 
were really working on our rush 
and timing with our stroke seat. 
We are working on the middle 
of our stroke during this week of 
practice in order to be best pre-
pared for Neiras this Saturday. 
The team is so ready and I cannot 
wait for our championship race. 
Our coxswain Emelie Eldracher 
[’18] was really great this race; 
she’s been perfecting her steer-
ing and setting us up well.”

This weekend, G1 was able to 
get out in front during its high 
strokes and maintain its speed 
through the finish, accord-
ing to Molly Katarincic ’18. G1 
translated its deliberate prac-
tice throughout the week into 
Saturday’s race and managed to 
complete the 1650 meter row in 

5:22.8 minutes, despite the in-
creasing headwind during the 
last 500 meters.

According to Sofia Garcia 
’21, G2 has been working on its 
working on solidifying its moves 
and its sprint.

Garcia said, “G2 worked on 
perfecting our race plan, and 
solidifying our middle moves 
throughout the race. We really 
improved on our sprint, and look 
forward to bringing a lot of ag-
gression and speed from Satur-
day’s win to Neiras this weekend. 
It was also a super special race, 
as it was our last home race of the 
season, and I’m especially proud 
of Allegra Stewart ’18, our Senior, 
as she always brings her passion 
and power to races and helps us 
all improve as a whole.”

Katarincic said, “We did a re-
ally good job about executing our 
focuses that we decided upon be-
fore the race. We decided that we 
wanted to be really effective on 
our high strokes, and we wanted 
to have a strong sprint and we 
did both of those things.”

Katarincic continued, “All of 
the boats swept their races so it 
was a really good way to end the 
season for the lower boats, and a 
really great way to set up the var-
sity team for the New England 
championships this season.”

G3 put in its best efforts 
during the practices leading up 

to the race, making a switch in 
the lineup, and focused on tech-
nique and endurance, according 
to Brooklyn Wirt ’21 and Sascha 
Evans ’21.

Wirt said, “G3 had a little line-
up switch and that proved to be 
effective. Saturday we were re-
ally trying to keep our effort and 
thought high as we went through 
the race and we were trying to 
keep all parts of the race high 
quality to move on from strug-
gles we’ve had before at different 
times.”

Evans said, “Our boat made 
a change since we had seat rac-
es the week before, and the boat 
felt so much better, lighter, and 
faster… [We had the addition of ] 
Cheyn Cole ’19. [This race] was 
really nice because the day be-
fore we got into a rut because we 
lost all of our pieces to the G4, 
and after we started down. We 
know we were supposed to do 
better, but we all had the mindset 
to come in the next day and know 
that we could do well and do that 
we could pull our hardest, and 
that we were the boat going to 
Neiras and that was for a reason.”

G1 will go into the New En-
gland Interscholastic Rowing 
Association Championships this 
weekend as the number one seed.

PHOEBE BICKS

COURTESY OF ANDOVER ATHLETICS
Andover goes into NEIRAs with the 1st, 6th, and 4th seeds in the G1-3.
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Heach Coach Kevin Gra-
ber (“KG”) has been a fan of 
baseball for his entire life. Ac-
cording to his family legend, 
Graber’s mother and father 
stopped at a baseball game 
with him on their way home 
from the hospital after he was 
born. Since then, Graber has 
pursued his lifelong passion 
by playing baseball at both the 
college and professional levels, 
as well as becoming a coach.

Graber grew up in Albany, 
across the street from the New 
York State Training Academy. 
At the facility, there was a soft-
ball field for the trainee prison 
guards to play on. From the 
time he was six years old, Gra-
ber would hit 200 balls every 
day with his father there, un-
til the time he graduated from 
college.

Graber said, “Baseball was 
always something that I was 
wild about and something that 
my father and I did together. 
Some people grow out of base-
ball, but I have been in the uni-
form every year since I was 6 
years old, and I’m 48 years old 
now and it still never grows 
old.”

Graber’s dream was always 
to play professional baseball; 
however, life threw him a cur-
veball when he was in college. 
In May of 1992, Graber was di-
agnosed with lymphoma. He 
had had a grapefruit-sized tu-
mor in his chest and had felt 
sick for a while, but his doctor 
had been unable to properly 
diagnose it. In June of 1992, 
Graber underwent surgery to 
remove the tumor, followed by 
a long stay in intensive care, 
six months of chemotherapy 
and three months of radiation 
theater. During his hospital 
stay, Graber lost all his hair 
and forty pounds. Despite this 
unforeseen hardship, Graber 
fought back and was able to re-
turn to the field.  

Graber said, “It was an emo-
tional endeavor because you’re 
21 years old and you think 
you’re invincible and you want 
to play professional baseball 
but then you’re in a hospi-
tal bed with what feels like a 
death sentence. Fast forward 
I was able to recover and go 
into remission and build my 
strength back up and get back 
out on the baseball field.”

Once he had recovered, 
Graber took a job coaching 
in Northern California. As he 
grew more and more healthy, 
Graber had the opportunity to 
play professionally in Austra-

lia.
Graber said, “I just remem-

ber getting off the plane and 
arriving in Australia, being 
picked up in the airport, and 
being brought to the baseball 
stadium and being in the lineup 
that night. I was just out there 
at shortstop, and I just thought 
about all that time recovering 
from cancer and the chemo-
therapy and the radiation. I’m 
back out on the baseball field 
playing baseball in front of 
people who want to come and 
watch the game. It just hit me 
I got really really emotional on 
the field, and that is a memory 
I will never forget.”

Graber then returned to the 
U.S. and achieved his goal of 
playing professionally there. 
He played for a year with the 
Southern Minnesota Stars in 
the Classic Minnesota Prai-
rie League, before an x-ray 
showed another mass on his 
chest.

Graber said, “The concern 
was that the cancer had come 
back, but what it was was 
something that had shrunk 
when I had chemotherapy 
called the thymus gland that 
had regenerated itself, and 
they went in and did some 
surgery and removed it, but it 
left me not feeling great. They 
cut through my rib cage and 
all that stuff, and so I tried to 
play that next season and I just 

couldn’t.”
Though Graber was forced 

to stop playing baseball, the 
Stars offered him a coaching 
job. He coached in Minnesota 
for the next two seasons before 
coaching for a year in Glens 
Falls New York.

After the birth of his first 
daughter, Graber retired from 
professional coaching and 
moved into college coaching 
and athletics administration. 
Graber coached for the Uni-
versity of Alabama and Am-
herst College before coming to 
Andover in 2008.

Despite the immense adver-
sity that he has faced, Graber 
takes it all in stride with a pos-
itive attitude.

“It’s all part of life. I mean 
the things I was able to accom-
plish in baseball were mean-
ingful for me because I really 
had to grind and scratch and 
claw and overcome some ad-
versity to make some happen 
so that actually makes my jour-
ney maybe cooler than if it was 
just all smooth sailing,” said 
Graber.

Graber was driven by both 
his love for the game and his 
desire to prove that he had the 
ability to make it to the highest 
level.

“I love the game, I also just 
wanted to prove that I could do 
it because I got to a point where 
it felt like baseball ship had 

sailed… I just wanted to prove 
that I could do it and overcom-
ing cancer was one thing, but I 
just wanted to prove that I was 
good enough and that I could 
work hard enough and that I 
was competitive enough, and 
I can do that. That was a real 
motivator for me. I also just re-
ally like to play.”

Graber has inspired the 
team to emulate his hard work 
and positive spirit on and off 
the field.

Tristan Latham ’19 said, 
“KG has made me both a bet-
ter baseball player and a better 
person… His attitude is always 
energetic and positive, and he 
tries to instill that in the team. 
He’s a good coach on and off 
the field, by checking up on us 
constantly, making sure we are 
succeeding in the classroom, 
and just that he always strives 
to make us better players and 
people.”

Graber encourages all of his 
players to be active partici-
pants in all Andover has to of-
fer. However, Graber believes 
that in order to lead them to 
do so, he should set a good ex-
ample. Thus, every winter for 
the past seven years, Graber 
has played Mother Ginger in 
the winter ballet production. 
His enthusiasm for everything 
that Andover has to offer has 
rubbed off on all of the stu-
dents.

Peter Ling ’20 said, “KG 
comes into practice every day, 
and he says ‘nothing great is 
accomplished without enthu-
siasm,’ so he brings a sense of 
enthusiasm to us every day and 
that’s what if blends with our 
enthusiasm our team brings to 
make everyday special. Making 
the sport really fun for me has 
made a huge impact on me in 
that sense.”

According to Ling, the team 
dynamic is centered around 
Graber. Graber participates in 
all aspects of practice and is a 
mentor in the team members’ 
lives outside of the sport as 
well. Members of the team can 
often be found doing home-
work at the Grabers’ kitchen 
table. Co-Captain Joe Simouri-
an ’18 still recalls Graber invit-
ing him over to his home his 
Junior year.

Simourian said, “He makes 
you feel like such a part of his 
family. I get a text from him 
right before I walk over there 
saying ‘Hot fudge sundae night 
at the Graber crib what is your 
favorite flavor ice cream?’ and 
I was like ‘Vanilla,’ and he was 
like ‘Alright you’re getting 
moose tracks, we’re going to 
bang it. It’s going to be awe-
some.’”

Simourian was also guided 
by Graber through the college 
recruiting process, as Graber 
helped him to reach out to 
coaches.

Simourian said, “He really 
knows everyone. He has more 
contacts than God.”

Ben Carbeau ’21 added, “A 
cool thing about KG is that 
some coaches are either just 
serious or are super laid back, 
but I feel like KG finds the 
middle ground, and he knows 
in what situations to really get 
after you to help you improve 
and in what situations you 
need to relax.”

Graber is known to be a big 
fan of Katy Perry, and his fa-
vorite dance move is “floss-
ing.” However, Graber also has 
an intense dislike for certain 
artists.

Lucas Stowe ’20 said, “He 
hates Sean Paul and Imagine 
Dragons. If you play that at 
all he will stop practice and 
scream.”

 

Shortstop Rachel Moore ’19 Brings Batting Power to the Diamond

A veteran of the sport since 
first grade, shortstop Rachel 
Moore ’19 has played for An-
dover Girls Varsity Softball the 
past two seasons. With her hit-
ting power, fielding finesse, and 
team mindset, she has proven 
to be a key asset for the team, 
according to pitcher Emma Sli-
beck ’20.

“On the field, Rachel can al-
ways be relied [on] to make the 
tougher plays. She also had an 
extremely powerful presence at 
the plate. Sometimes we joke 
about how many home runs 
Rachel hits. Like, if she hasn’t 
hit one already in a game, she’s 
bound to do it soon… Off the 
field, Rachel, while she seems 
quiet, is actually a very funny 
person… I know can rely on Ra-

chel to make me laugh during 
games or practices even when 
they aren’t going well,” said Sli-
beck.

For her accomplishments on 
the diamond, Moore has been 
named The Phillipian’s Athlete 
of the Week.

How were you introduced 
to the sport? What expe-
rience did you have before 
coming to Andover?

I began playing softball 
when I was six, and tee ball be-
fore that. I have been around 
the sport since birth, because 
my older sister also started at 
a really young age, and con-
tinued to play in college. Both 
of my parents are huge sports 
fans, and wanted us to be ath-
letes too. My dad played soft-
ball when he was young, and 
signed me up for the town 
league before I began playing 
for year-round travel teams 
when I was eight. It quickly 
went from a way to bond with 
my sister and dad to a new-
found love for the game.

What is your favorite 
memory from the sport?

My favorite memory is ac-
tually really recent. This past 
weekend, in [the] Big East 
[tournament], we played [No-
ble and Greenough], who had 
beat us in our first game of 
the season. We all knew we 

had improved since then, and 
that we could beat them if we 
played up to our full potential. 
It proved more difficult than 
anyone would have thought, 
and we ended up playing 11 
innings. It was long and nerve 
wracking for everyone, and 
more than half of us walked 
away with croaking voices 
from cheering so loud, but we 
got the win, and that was all 
we cared about. After the last 
out happened, we all sprinted 
together and started jumping 
and hugging each other. It was 
such a rewarding win because 
no one gave up despite how 
sore, tired, or hungry we all 
were. It was a total team effort 
and definitely something I will 
remember for a long time. 

Do you have any pre-game 
rituals?

I don’t really have any pre-
game rituals, but when I get up 
to bat I always have to make 
sure the part of my bat that 
says “Louisville” is facing me 
when I look at it. I don’t know 
why, but when the pitch is 
coming in I just imagine the 
ball hitting the name directly 
on the face of the barrel. 

What positions have you 
played throughout your ca-
reer? What do you play now? 
Which is your favorite and 
why?

I have played every position 
growing up, including pitcher 
and catcher, but my favorite 
has always been third base. I 
just like how everything hap-
pens so fast and usually relies 
on your reaction time. I re-
cently stopped pitching last 
year because it became some-
thing I didn’t enjoy as much as 
when I first started. It was a 
big step for me because I had 
been pitching since my first 
year of playing softball, but I 
knew it was for the best. Right 
now at Andover, I play short-
stop. I would say shortstop has 
been my main position for a 
few years now, just because of 
the needs of the teams I have 
played on, but I think I will al-
ways feel most comfortable at 
third base

Who have been some of 
your key influences both at 
and outside of Andover for 
softball?

My dad and my sister have 
definitely been huge influenc-
es in my softball career. My 
dad coached me on the field 
when I was younger and con-
tinues to coach me on the side-
lines. He is always there with 
advice about what I am doing 
wrong, motivational pep talks 
and occasionally comments 
on what I am doing well. He 
has been my biggest support-
er, and it has gotten to the 
point where I know what he 

is thinking from his facial ex-
pression when I look out and 
see him in the stands. He is 
always willing to go out into 
the backyard and play catch or 
front toss, because I know he 
loves the game just as much 
as me, if not more. My sister 
is someone that I have always 
looked up to because she has 
so much experience. I would 
always go to her high school 
games, and made it to as many 
college games as I could. My 
sister is so supportive and 
gives the best pep talks. I know 
that since she has graduated 
college, she misses the game, 
and comes to as many of mine 
as she can.

What are your personal 
and team goals the season?

My team goal is to finish the 
season with two more wins, 
and to continue to improve 
and grow more as a team into 
next year. My personal goal is 
to improve my fielding to be-
come a more versatile player.

What has Andover Soft-
ball taught you?

Andover Softball has taught 
me to never let up, even when 
we are ahead. 

Athlete of the Week

SOFTBALL

LINDA BIBEAU

E.QIAN/THEPHILLIPIAN
Rachel Moore ’19 has been playing 
softball for over 10 years.

S.BAHNASY/THEPHILLIPIAN

Kevin Graver was diagnosed with lymphoma in 1992. However, he returned to baseball after recovery and is now 
the Head Coach of Andover’s Baseball team. 

BASEBALL

Head Coach Feature

Head Coach Kevin Graber Surpassed Devastating Odds to Pursue 
Baseball Career and Inspires the Team With Grit and Positivity

JULIET GILDEHAUS
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After a decorated, re-
cord-breaking career as a soft-
ball player for Andover, Lind-
say Maroney ’07 has returned 
to Andover Varsity Softball 
once again — now as head 
coach.

Maroney was named Most 
Outstanding Player for her 
Lower, Upper, and Senior 
years. Her Senior year, she 
set single-season school re-
cords for batting average with 
a 0.679, slugging percentage 
with a 1.161, on-base percent-
age with a 0.691, and total bas-
es earned with 65. 

Additionally, Maroney tied 
the standing record for most 
triples, with seven in the 2007 
season. To this day, Maroney 
still holds the season records 
for triples, batting average, 
slugging percentage, on-base 
plus slugging, and career marks 
in triples, total bases, and slug-
ging percentage. 

On the field, Maroney had 13 
putouts, 28 assists, and three 
unassisted triples plays as a 
shortstop in her last season 
playing for Andover. She was 
awarded the team’s Gold Glove 
winner as Best Defensive Play-
er. She was named an All-Star 
by “The Eagle Tribune” three 
times, a Nepsac All-Star by 
“The Boston Globe” three 
times, and the Glove’s Nepsac 
Player of the Year twice. Ma-
roney was a four year starter at 
Andover. 

After graduation, Maron-
ey went to play with the New 
Hampshire Elite U-18 softball 
team. Maroney earned a schol-
arship to play softball at UMa-
ss Amherst, one of the most 

competitive Division I softball 
teams in the Northeast. 

In the spring, Maroney was 
award the title of “Rookie of 
the Week” by the Atlantic 10 
NCAA athletic conference two 
weeks in a row in April 2008.  
She was named “Rookie of the 
Year” that year as well, and was 
given a spot on the 2008 First 
Team, the 2008 All-Rookie 
Team, and the 2008 All-Cham-
pionship Team by the Atlantic 
10 conference. 

The Eastern College Athlet-
ic Conference also named Ma-
roney “Rookie of the Year” and 
a second team All-Star. The 
awarded her NFCA All-Region 
first team honors.

In her first college season, 
Maroney earned a 0.340 bat-
ting average, the second best 
on her team, with eight dou-
bles, four home runs, 26 runs 
batted in [RBI], and slugged 
0.534. 

Maroney also played well in 
the clutch, hitting 0.370 with 
runners in scoring position 
and leading the team in two-
out RBIs with 17.

As a coach, Maroney em-
phasizes speedy movement 
and making the most of each 
practice.

Co-Captain Colby Beré ’18 
said, “Definitely to hustle all 
the time and make the most 
of all of our practices and ev-
erything. We definitely prac-
tice the least amount of all of 
the teams we play, which is 
odd, but we definitely make 
use of our time and make use 
of our time, make sure we stay 
focused because it is the only 
time we have together.”

“She is really really into the 
whole effort and hustling thing 

as I said. Obviously things are 
going to wrong during games 
and during practices and she 
definitely understands that but 
she definitely stressing really 
keeping your motivation and 
keeping your positivity up,” 
continued Beré.

Maroney has used her skill 
to help teach and inspire the 
students at Andover. 

Emma Slibeck ’20 said, “On 
the field I think Coach Ma-
roney was an excellent hitter 
when she played so I would 
definitely say my hitting has 
improved a lot since coming 
here. I appreciate that she has 
taught me how to really hit the 
ball, and not just make contact. 
She also has taught me quite a 
bit about, I would say my field-
ing has improved since com-
ing here to Andover with her 
coaching. We did a lot of work 
around getting dirty. There 
were some practices where we 
would practice laying out for 
balls for the whole hour or two 
hours so I would say in that 
way the whole team has gotten 
better at really committing to 
the game.”

As a former player herself, 
Maroney understands the val-
ue of keeping practice fun to 
continue to foster love for the 
sport.

Slibeck continued, “I think 
the softball team in general has 
made a huge impact on my An-
dover experience and I would 
say coach Maroney has really 
contributed to that in making 
me more confident as a player 
on and off the field so that is 
something I am always going 
to remember. Also just hav-
ing a lot of fun on the team… 
I think that Coach Maroney 

understands that having fun is 
important to keep maintaining 
love of the game.”

Maroney helps maintain 
the focus and dedication of 
the team while simultaneous-
ly motivating and encouraging 
the team to remain positive. As 
a reward for the team’s contin-
ued focus, Maroney often con-
cludes practice with a more 
fun drill that also develops 
technique. 

When the team is down Ma-
roney continues to encourage 
and motivated the team.

Slibeck concluded, “Espe-
cially at some games we can 
get kind of down but I think 
she keeps reminding us that 
we are the ones that can start 
the rally. We have to do this 
for ourselves. I think carry-
ing that on is something that I 
have learned to do, not giving 

up and stuff. Sometimes we 
will get down in games and you 
would expect her to get really 
down and frustrated but we 
will come in for a huddle and 
she will pump us up to start 
a rally and remind us that we 
can do this and we have to start 
this rally for ourselves.”

After three years as an assis-
tant coach at Andover, Maron-
ey has just completed her first 
season as head coach.

Jordan Fleming ’18 came to 
Andover as a new Lower, and now 
serves as one of Andover Varsity 
Softball’s co-captains.

Her positivity and composure 
is a large part of her leadership 
role, according to Katie Morris ’21.

 “I admire her ability to stay 
calm under pressure. She never 
lets the moment carry her away, 
and makes the clutch plays when 
we need them most. I admire her 
positivity, also, she is very encour-
aging, especially of the younger 
players like me,” wrote Morris in 
an email to The Phillipian.

According to Bridget Santos ’21 
and Shahinda Bahnasy ’20, Flem-
ing’s organization and welcoming 
personality is another key facet.

 “What makes her a unique 
captain is all of the stuff she does 
behind the scenes, she does a 
lot more for the team than most 
know and is very humble about it. 
She organizes a lot of our events 
and keeps the team in check,” said 
Santos. 

Santos continued, “Jordan 
leads the team as an athlete by be-

ing a quiet leader, she never com-
plains and is a very thoughtful ath-
lete. As a friend she is always open 
to talking to the underclassman, 
and gives lots of great advice.”

Bahnasy said, “Jordan has al-
ways been an amazing leader. She 
consistently releases positivity no 
matter the circumstances. Jordan 
is capable of playing almost every 
position, and I think that contrib-
utes to her leadership, as she is 
able to understand the players’ 
struggles and accomplishments.” 

 According to Santos, Fleming 
consistently leads by example by 
maintaining a encouraging atti-
tude and being diligent in her play.

 “What I admire about Jor-
dan is her optimistic personality 
and her work ethic. Both of these 
things are essential for success as 
a leader on and off the field,” said 
Santos.

Alongside Co-Captain Colby 
Beré ’18, Fleming helped lead the 
team to a second place finish at 
the Big East tournament this past 
Saturday.

Co-Captain Jordan Fleming ’18 Stays 
Cool Under Pressure 

ABBY RYAN
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The teammates of Jordan Fleming 
’18 applauded her positive outlook 
during games.

Co-Captain Colby Beré ’18: Second Base Sensation

Since joining Andover Var-
sity Softball her Junior year, 
Co-Captain and second base-
woman Colby Beré ’18 has 
led the team to a 2018 second 
place Big East tournament 
placement and numerous vic-
tories along the way, a result 
of her intense dedication and 
spirited nature.

While Beré first picked up 
the sport in first grade, she did 
not begin competing on a high 
level until later on in middle 
school.

“I started playing softball 
in my town in first grade, but 
didn’t play super competitive-
ly until I was 12,” Beré wrote in 
an email to The Phillipian.

According to Beré, her fa-
vorite part of the sport is the 
energy of the team.

“The thing I enjoy the most 
about the sport is the energy 
that the team gets when we 
are winning or have a good in-

ning,” Beré wrote. 
Beré added, “I love that the 

team is so close. All of the girls 
I consider to be my really close 
friends and it’s awesome that 
we get to come together every-
day and do something together 
that we enjoy doing.”

Bridget Santos ’21 and Jess 
Blumenthal ’19 lauded Beré’s 
skill as a player and leader on 
the diamond.

“Colby is a very proactive 
and quick player, she is always 
on top of things, knowing how 
many outs there are and what 
the correct plays are to make. 
She is great offensively and de-
fensively…[Beré] is a leader on 
the field by setting an example 
by making great plays, and by 
starting us off offensively, as 
she is at the beginning of the 
lineup,” said Santos.

Blumenthal said, “Colby is 
an amazing leader on the field. 
She keeps her composure un-
der pressure, helping the team 
remain calm and focused. Off 
the field, Colby has always 

been my friend. As a team, we 
know she’s here to support us.” 

 Blumenthal continued, “I 
love having Colby as a cap-
tain because she really cares 
about the team. She wants us 
to be successful but she also 
wants us to be happy. She’s 
super supportive and friendly. 
Colby not only is an incredible 
softball player but also a great 
leader.”

Beré’s diverse set of skills 
has played a key role in helping 
Andover achieve success this 
season, according to Santos.

“Colby being captain has 
helped us this season because 
of her presence on the field, 
she has made some amazing 
plays along with many great 
hits,” said Santos.

According to Santos, Beré 
serves as role model for the 
team, inspiring her teammates 
to continue to work hard and 
improve everyday in practice 
through her own determina-
tion and unrelenting work eth-
ic.

“Colby is a role model be-
cause of her hard work; during 
practice she will keep working 
on a drill or skill until she has 
done it right,” said Santos.

Beré advises aspiring soft-
ball players to continue to fo-
cus on their work ethic and 
to remain confident that hard 
work does pay off.

“I would probably say the 
piece of advice I would give 
would be to work hard at it if 
you really love it –– softball 
takes a lot of time and practice 
and only you can put the effort 
in,” Beré wrote.

After four years on the team, 
Beré will miss her teammates 
and the bonds she has formed 
with them above all other as-
pects of the sport.

“The thing I will miss most 
is definitely my teammates 
[from] all four years –– the 
girls and the team as a whole 
have made my time here really 
special,” Beré wrote.

JULIET GILDEHAUS
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Colby Beré ’18 will be finishing 
her 4th year as a part of Andover 
Softball this season.

D.ZHU/THEPHILLIPIAN
In her first college season,  Andover Softball Head Coach Lindsay 

Maroney ’07 earned a 0.340 batting average.

Record-Smasher Lindsay Maroney ’07 Returns as Softball Coach

Head Coach Feature

SOFTBALL

JULIET GILDEHAUS
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Co-Captain ’18 Travis Lane Leads With 
Fun and Spirit on the Field

ndover Baseball Captain 
Travis Lane ‘18 leads the team 
as it’s pitcher and first base-
man. With the season end-
ing in a championship for the 
team, Lane proved his lead-
ership through their perfor-
mance. When asked what he 
was most proud of with team, 
Lane stressed how every team-

mates stayed focused on their 
goal; a championship. 

Lane said, “I’m proud of 
how everyone on the team 
supported each other. No one 
cared about anything other 
than winning and that is what 
makes winning teams. Our goal 
was to win a championship and 
in order to complete that task 
we knew we had to not take 
any days off and pay attention 
to all the little details every 
practice and every game and I 
think all the guys did a really 
good job with that.” 

Throughout the season, ac-
cording to Anthony Redfern 
‘18, Lane not only showed in-
tensity in his game, but also 
humor with the team. 

Redfern said, “Travis’ best 
attribute as a captain was stay-
ing true to himself and keeping 
things light in all situations. 
Travis was probably the funni-
est guy on the team this year, 
and he never failed to make 
myself or other guys laugh. 
He balanced the seriousness 
and laughter of being a captain 
very well which made him a 
good leader.” 

Jake Zanazzi ‘18 added 
on Lane’s fun spirit on the 
field. 

Zanazzi said, “Travis was 

able to keep things upbeat and 
lighthearted, whether that be 
with his dance moves during 
warm-ups or his patented dab 
after hitting a double”. 

“He always brings a positive 
energy, and finds a way to make 
me laugh in a ton of ways. His 
sense of humor and knowledge 
for the game help bring this 
team together, and he finds a 
way to take the stress off of a 
lot of the difficult things we’re 
asked to do as a team,” added 
Peter Ling ‘20. 

Along with his lighthearted 
side of his personality, Lane 
has stayed focused throughout 
the season, which culminated 
in a record of 19-2. According 
to Lucas Stowe ‘20, Lane has 
always been engaged in every 
game.  

Stowe said, “He really moti-
vated us all to work hard and 
stay focused every day. During 
games he lead us well by al-
ways being a presence on the 
mound and at the plate. The 
type of player you want on 
your team and never on the 
other.” 

Redfern added, “Travis and 
I were throwing partners this 
year, and we always made sure 
that we focused on the little 
things every day, like throwing 

the ball, hitting a target and 
focusing on putting intent into 
everything. We made sure we 
were always working to make 
each other better. It paid off in 
the end.” 

According to Lane, the team 
improved at endurance in their 
games, especially ones in the 
8th and 9th innings. 

Lane said, “I think the team 
improved staying focused on 
every pitch of every game as 
the season went on. At the be-
ginning of the season, I think 
we would get too relaxed at 
times and just rely on our tal-
ent to win games. After losing 1 
game and then another a little 
later I saw a huge difference 
in how no one took a pitch off 
ever and was always locked in. 
This paid huge dividends in 
the playoffs.” 

When asked about how 
Lane helped him improve 
over the season, Peter Ling ‘20 
emphasized how much of a 
mentor Lane was for him, not 
just this year but in previous 
years. 

Ling said, “Travis has helped 
me tremendously throughout 
the past two years, and contin-
ue to show leadership qualities 
before being elected captain. 
Whenever I have trouble with 

a drill or don’t see myself suc-
ceeding at a certain aspect of 
the game, talking to Travis and 
getting his take on it is always 
very meaningful. He is some-
body that is irreplaceable, and 
an inspiration I will definitely 
never forget.” 

Matthew Sapienza ‘21 
stressed how crucial having 
Lane as a captain was for him, 
especially as as Junior. 

Sapienza said, “Being a 
freshman, there were tons of 
things I didn’t know coming 
into the season. Travis helped 
me adjust to the team’s playing 
style and was there to help me 
if I needed something or just 
had a question.” 

When asked about what he’ll 
miss about the team, Lane will 
always remember his friend-
ships with each player. 

“I’m going to miss the 
friendships and all of the 
laughs we had every day. We 
were a serious team when we 
had to be but I think everyone 
will miss all the jokes and fun 
times we had together on and 
off the field.”

    
 

   
 

SHREE MENON
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Co-Captain Joe Simourian ’18 Unites the Team 
With Enthusiasm and Hard Work

Co-Captain Joe Simourian 
’18 hails from Andover, Mass. 
and has been an integral part 
of Andover Boys Varsity Base-
ball since his Junior year. 
Now, as a captain, Simourian 
is known for both his skill and 
his ability to bring the team to-
gether through his energy and 
leadership. 

According to Simourian, 
growing up in a family full of 
baseball players sparked his 
career.

“[I] come from a baseball 
family. My grandfather played 
baseball in college, my dad 
played in college, my brother 
got into it early — I have an 
older brother. So, that obvious-
ly influenced me to play more 
of it early and that just sort of 
got me into it,” said Simourian.

Baseball has also made a 
large impact on Simourian’s 
values and understanding of 
being on a team.

“It’s taught me a lot of lead-
ership and a lot of patience, as 
well as… I don’t know if there’s 
a word, but just the impor-
tance of being part of a team, 
and selflessness, on top of the 
importance of energy and en-
thusiasm and the role that it 
plays in a game such as base-
ball and in everyday life,” said 
Simourian.

According to Simourian, en-
ergy and enthusiasm, in addi-
tion to teamwork, are essential 

to having a successful team.
“Well, it’s important to 

have energy and enthusiasm 
because, without energy and 
enthusiasm, you can’t really 
accomplish anything. If your 
team doesn’t have the ener-
gy or the enthusiasm, they’re 
gonna be less motivated to 
make the play that’s there and 
even the play that’s not there, 
that they can try to make if 
they have the motivation,” said 
Simourian.

He continued, “And just, 
baseball, it seems like at face 
value, it could be an individual 
sport, but it’s not at all — ev-
eryone needs to be on the same 
page at the same time. And, you 
need to be familiar with every-
one and how they’re going to 
react to certain situations so 
you can be prepared for every 
possible situation.”

It was this spirit and lead-
ership that led to Simourian 
being elected co-captain for 
this year, according to Tristan 
Latham ’19.

“I think he’s really stepped 
into his role as a captain this 
year. He’s done a really good 
job of leading by example, as 
well as getting other guys on 
the ball and what we need to 
do… [He’s] always working 
hard, always ready to do any-
thing… he’s a goofy dude that 
does everything to the max,” 
Latham said.

Simourian pointed to the 
two Central New England Prep 
championships Andover has 

won in the past four years as 
the most memorable moments 
of his career. 

“There’s no moments that 
I’ve enjoyed the most in all 
my Andover experience than 
winning a championship my 
[Lower] year and my Senior 
year. Both years were the two 
best teams I’ve ever played on, 
and there’s no more satisfying 
feeling than winning a champi-
onship after all that hard work 
and after those incredible 
bonds that you’ve made,” said 
Simourian.

During this year’s champi-
onship, Simourian’s leadership 
both on and off the field helped 
guide the team to its second ti-
tle in four years, according to 
Latham and Lucas Stowe ’20. 

“He made a couple of sick 
plays in the outfield. There was 
one against Worcester [Acade-
my] in the [semifinals] that… 
was an unbelievable catch… 
he also laid down a bunt in the 
championship game that got 
a guy over that was a crucial 
run,” said Latham.

“His leadership in [the fi-
nal] in particular was huge. He 
brought us together, he gave 
us a few words of motivation,” 
said Stowe.

According to Stowe and 
Latham, through initiating 
communication and getting 
the little things done, Simouri-
an was integral to developing 
Andover’s unity and reaching 
success this season.

“He brings the team togeth-

er really well. He connects the 
old kids and the young kids. 
We did a lot of team bonding 
this year. He lives right down 
the road, so his family would 
host the team, and we would 
all hang out,” Stowe said.

“He’s loud on the field, he’s 
talking, he’s getting other guys 
engaged. He’s making sure that 
the dugout’s up, everything we 
need… he and [Co-Captain] 
Travis [Lane ’18]… are really 
the ones that have gotten the 
team to gel this year and did a 
really good job of making us all 
friends and happy with each 
other… I think that went a long 
way,” Latham said.

According to Stowe, Si-
mourian is known for his love 
for the Pitch Perfect series.

“[My favorite quote from 
him is]: ‘The Pitch Perfect 
movie series is the best movie 
series known to man.’ He’s al-
ways talking about the Pitch 
Perfect movies and singing the 
songs,” said Stowe.

Simourian’s advice for his 
returning Andover teammates 
is to go into every situation 
confident in your ability.

“Something I’ve learned 
from baseball is that if you 
don’t go into every situation 
with a positive outlook on how 
things can go, then chances 
are it’s not going to be posi-
tive, and KG [Head Coach Kev-
in Graber] once told me this 
quote, from, I think it was Ger-
ald Ford: ‘Whether you think 
you can’t or you think you can, 

you’re probably right,’ and 
baseball’s a sport where, you 
know, if you’re going into the 
bottom of the seventh inning 
and you’re down, and you don’t 
believe you can get those two 
runs, you probably aren’t going 
to, and it’s something we learn 
in baseball – you’ve got to go 
into that situation thinking 
that you can, and if you bring 
that outlook into every aspect 
of life, then that’s valuable I’d 
say.”

Simourian will be missed as 
he graduates this spring. He 
will play for the United States 
Naval Academy Varsity Base-
ball team next year.

JERRY SHU
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Anthony Redfern ’18 Highlights the Importance of Teammates

Nearing the end of his Andover 
Baseball career, in last weekend’s 
championship game against Phillips 
Exeter Academy, Anthony Redfern 
’18 tossed a complete game two-hit 
shutout, including seven strikeouts, 
to propel Andover to the champion-
ship title.

Co-Captain Joe Simourian ’18 
said, “He pitched really well. He was 

locked in and looked like an animal 
up there. Everyone on the field and 
in the dugout knew he would get 
each batter out.”

“He stayed locked in every second 
of the game and lead us to victory,” 
added Co-Captain Travis Lane ’18.

Redfern’s passion for the sport, 
along with his tremendous perfor-
mances this season have earned him 
the title of The Phillipian’s Athlete 
of the Week.

When and why did you start 
playing baseball?

Baseball has always been a part 
of my family, especially for my Dad 
and I. I came home from the hos-
pital as a baby and my Dad already 
put a glove and ball in my crib. So, 
technically, I started playing that 
moment. But actually, the first 
competitive baseball I played was 
T-Ball when I was four. Since then, 
I have been playing baseball every 
year and continue to do so for how-
ever long the game allows for me to 
play it.

What position did you play 
growing up and what is your fa-
vorite position to play now?

I tried to play every position 
growing up, but I primarily focused 
on playing catcher. I was a catcher 

from about eight until I came here 
as a repeat Lower when John Si-
mourian ’16 was here. About half-
way through the season, I realized 
that I really enjoyed pitching, and 
it quickly became my favorite posi-
tion and my main focus.

Who has been your greatest 
baseball influence?

I have had many great baseball 
influences through my life. [Head 
Coach Kevin Graber] has had the 
most impact on me as a coach and 
mentor throughout the last five 
years. I am forever in debt to him 
and his family for helping me get 
to where I am today. But, I would 
say the greatest influence in base-
ball; and life, has been my Dad. He 
has taught me so much about base-
ball, work ethic, life, and so many 
other things that have allowed me 
to be the baseball player I am to-
day. There is no bond between a 
son, Dad, and baseball and our re-
lationship is no different. My Dad 
has sacrificed thousands of hours 
to practice, hit ground balls, play 
catch, drive me to practice across 
the state and he has never missed a 
game I have pitched.

What do you believe are your 
biggest strengths as a player?

I believe my greatest strength 
as a player is my work ethic. I tru-
ly believe if you want something, 
you have to outwork every person 
in front of you to capture it. There 
is no excuse for not working your 
hardest. I did not have God-given 
talent growing up, I had to work for 
it and there is no greater feeling to 
see all your hard work pay off.

How would you describe the 
team environment?

This is the closest team I have 
ever played on. I truly believe that 
the chemistry that our team had 
this year helped us win a champi-
onship, and that is a bond we will 
forever carry with us for the rest of 
our lives. We always tried keeping 
things light and the veterans on the 
team really took the rookies under 
our wing and made our team very 
close.

What does it mean to you to 
win the championship in your 
final year at Andover?

Winning a championship in my 
final year at [Andover] means ev-
erything. We won the champion-
ship my first year, as a Lower, and 
to lose last year then to come back 
and win this year meant the world. 
I remember sitting at graduation 

last year and thinking “I can’t pos-
sibly sit at graduation next year and 
know that I walk away from [An-
dover] losing the championship.” 
So the Seniors made sure we did 
everything to have the feeling of 
relief and content when walking 
away from [Andover] as a champi-
on.

How did it feel to pitch so 
well in the championship game 
against Exeter?

It felt amazing to pitch well in 
the championship game. I give all 
the credit to my catcher, Tristan 
Latham [’18]. We have become ex-
tremely close the past few years 
and we were on the same page all 
game long. I had the pitch grip in 
my glove before he put down the 
sign, we had so much chemistry. 
We studied the Exeter lineup tre-
mendously and to go an execute 
at such a high level was a great 
feeling. Also, the defense behind 
me was so good, as it has been all 
seen. As a kid, you always dream of 
winning and of being the pitcher 
on the mound throwing the last out 
to win a championship. Being able 
to start the game and end the game, 
on the mound, celebrating as a Se-
nior with 17 brothers in massive pig 
pile was a tremendous feeling that 
I will never forget.

ANDREW COHEN

Athlete of the Week
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Redfern deeply yearned to win a 
championship in 2018 after losing 
in 2017.

/THEPHILLIPIAN

Lane struck out 10 batters in the 
first game of the CNEPSBL
championships.

M.ZHANG/THEPHILLIPIAN
Joe Simourian ’18 will play 
baseball for the Naval Academy 
starting this fall.

BASEBALL
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With a swift upward motion 
of her bow, Aditi Kannan ‘18 
drew in a breath in unison with 
her accompanist on piano. The 
two shared a nod as they sunk 
into an intense part of Brahms’ 
“Sonata for Violin and Piano in 
A major, Op. 100.”

This Sunday afternoon, Kan-
nan performed her Senior vio-

lin recital in the Timken Room 
of Graves Hall. For Kannan, this 
recital was especially mean-
ingful, as it signaled the end of 
her high school music career 
as well as an even longer time 
learning violin on this campus. 

“I’ve been playing on this 
stage since I was in the fourth 
grade… When I think about 
where I was in fourth grade and 
where I am right now, it’s really 
great to see how far I’ve come. I 

think this shows that I could do 
a whole recital by myself, and 
it gives me a lot of confidence, 
too,” said Kannan. 

Yuji Chan ’18, Kannan’s 
friend, noted how the recital re-
flected Kannan’s development 
as a musician, in terms of her 
familiarity with performing. 

“Her [Junior] year, I watched 
her perform once in a student 
recital, and there’s this kind of 
nervousness that doesn’t always 
settle. But here she seemed re-
ally relaxed, and it shows how 
comfortable she is with the 
stage and performing and how 
well she knows herself as a mu-
sician… It’s bittersweet to see 
her perform her last recital on 
stage,” said Chan. 

The program featured a se-
ries of violin pieces accompa-
nied by piano that mostly con-
veyed a melodic, luscious mood. 
According to Kannan, she was 
more comfortable with these 
lyrical pieces because they em-
phasized musicality and tone. 

“I wanted to choose a pro-
gram which I felt comfortable 
with. So throughout the perfor-
mance I never had a part where 
I was like ‘Oh no, I just have to 

get through this part and it’ll all 
be fine’... I was excited to play 
each piece. I chose more pieces 
that had a more luscious tone, 
and kind of more flowy… That 
was the vibe I was going for, 
more intimate and nostalgic 
feel,” said Kannan. 

Kannan names Brahms’ so-
nata and Provost’s Intermezzo 
as her favorites in the program. 
Both pieces feature sustained, 
fluid notes creating lush tones 
and, according to Kannan, cor-
responding with her personali-
ty.

“I think the Brahams was my 
favorite, especially the second 
movement of the Brahams. I 
also like the last piece because I 
feel like they both showcase my 
old soul,” said Kannan. 

Kannan included one jazz 
piece that she considered more 
flashy and out of her comfort 
zone, Gershwin’s “It Ain’t Nec-
essarily So.” Audience members 
Andrew Wang ’18 named this 
piece as his favorite in the pro-
gram. 

“I thought all the pieces were 
really good, but I really liked 
when she switched from more 
classical music to a piece of jazz 

by George Gershwin, ‘It [Ain’t] 
Necessarily So’. That was just 
a different style of music that 
I haven’t really associated with 
the violin before, [and] she did 
it really well,” said Wang. 

ESTELLE ZHU
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Illuminated by a string of fairy 
lights, Angelreana Choi ’19 read 
her original poem “Last Night” 
aloud to the semi-circle of lis-
teners gathered around her. Her 
poem, a heartfelt piece about her 
grandfather, addressed subjects 
including strength, family, and 
memory. Choi’s work is one of 
dozens of pieces featured in the 
2018 Spring issue of the Courant.

To celebrate its final release 
of the 2017-2018 school year, the 
Courant hosted a launch party 
with a ’60s theme on the patio of 
Susie’s last Friday.

“The theme this issue came 
from the fact that we reprinted 

a couple pieces by Julia Alvarez 
who was Class of ’67 at Abbot 
Academy from her Senior Year 
Courant, because the Courant 
was originally an Abbot publica-
tion. Because the pieces were re-
printed from 1967, we thought we 
would run with that and do a ’60s 
theme for the party,” said Miriam 
Feldman ’18, Co-Editor in Chief 
of the Courant.

According to Co-Editor in 
Chief Adrienne Zhang ’18, the 
editors do not normally have a 
particular theme in mind when 
selecting pieces, but instead look 
for passion.

“That might just be my nos-
talgia coloring my view of this 
magazine, but I think when I 
was reading everything, I saw 

how much passion people had 
for whatever they were writing 
about… There is some beautiful 
poetry and literature about iden-
tity and various factors of identi-
ties; those have so much passion,” 
said Zhang.

“A lot of times we’re looking 
for pieces that aren’t super af-
fectatious and aren’t pretending 
to be poetry that a lot of people 
think poetry needs to look like. 
We’re looking for things that 
work together and a lot of the 
times, we will start reading and 
things will come together. Most-
ly it starts patterns, so we see 
themes that we can build upon 
for a volume on an issue,” said 
Susan Lee ’19, a poetry editor.

The length of the newest is-
sue sets it apart from past pub-
lications, nearly doubling the 
average page lengths of previous 
issues.

“I think the sheer length of 
[the Courant] is super impres-
sive. Most terms we have one 
around 40 to 60 pages and this 
time we’re at about 120, which is 
in large part due to a higher vol-
ume of submissions but also lon-
ger proses. I think seeing student 
works of that scale is something 
that’s really impressive and par-
ticular to this issue,” said Feld-
man.

Poems published in the Cou-
rant touched on a range of topics 
from family to love to pain. 

“I wrote my poems as part of 
my work for my sport, Creative 

Writing Basics… [My] two poems 
are actually ideas that I had when 
I was walking in the Sanctuary. I 
was looking at nature mostly and 
how in the winter all the tree lose 
their leaves, but in the spring 
they gain them back somehow. 
My poems address the idea of 
loss and rebirth,” said Lin Gan ’19, 
who contributed to the Courant.

According to attendees, the 
reading of poems aloud halfway 
through the party gives a differ-

ent perspective to the work than 
when it is presented on paper.

“I like that it’s fine when it 
doesn’t make sense. Sometimes 
when you’re not reading on a 
page, you don’t catch every word 
and you don’t see every sentence 
flow. But the little images that 
people put in still work together,” 
said Daniel Ulanovsky ’18.

IRENE KWON

Courant Launch Party Celebrates ’60s Theme 
and Passionate Pieces on Identity

With the sounds of rats scur-
rying in the background, Rhea 
Prem ’19 sat illuminated by the 
spotlight and huddled at the 
center of the stage with her legs 
drawn into her chest. Pulling 
at the edges of her plum dress 
tunic, Prem’s voice cracked 
with emotion as she performed 
the poem “Abortion Cycle #1”: 
“metal horses gnawing my 
womb, dead mice fall from my 
mouth.” 

“Abortion is a very tender 
topic, especially in today’s day 
and age. You never really hear 
about a person’s specific expe-
rience. [The character] didn’t 
want people to judge her for 
becoming pregnant without 
having a spouse. And it’s just 
really empowering to see — she 
put herself through all of that, 
she went to a back-alley doc-
tor just to get an abortion,” said 
Abigail Ndikum ’20, one of the 
performers.

Prem’s scene is one of many 
in the play “For Colored Girls,” 
which was originally written 
by Ntozake Shange. The play 
is what is known as a “choreo-
poem,” or a performance that 
combines poetry, dance, music, 
and song.

“‘For Colored Girls’ is a play 
that, to me, is timeless. [For] 
anyone who was coming of age 
during that era, this was a piv-
otal play to the affirmation of 
Latinx and black female expe-
riences in the United States. 
The intersections with race and 
class and gender are significant; 
especially in a time when we 
have a strategic plan which is 
addressing issues of empathy 
and balance and equity and in-
clusion, the timing feels right,” 
said Linda Carter-Griffith, As-
sistant Head of School for Equi-
ty, Inclusion and Wellness, who 
co-directed the play in collab-
oration with Allen Grimm, In-
structor in Theater and Dance.

In addition to the topic of 
abortion, the poems in “For 
Colored Girls” tackled other 
sensitive topics such as domes-
tic violence, emotional abuse, 
and sexual assault. In addi-
tion to their heavy themes, the 
poems addressed social and 
gender dynamics by exploring 
multiple perspectives, which 
ranged from childish innocence 
to unapologetic cynicism. The 
play offers multi-faceted insight 
into the diverse experiences of 
girls of color, according to Angel 
Cleare ’19, a performer.

“There’s no one experience 
for colored girls. I guess the 
point of the play is that there are 

a lot of different stories; some 
of them you can relate to and 
some of them you may not be 
able to relate to. I feel like that’s 
the point because there [are] so 
many different stories for ev-
erything,” said Cleare.

Given the wide range of 
heavy topics within the play, the 
actresses’ primary challenge 
during the preparation for the 
play was to fully envelop them-
selves within the characters 
portrayed in each performance. 
The play features both mature 
and emotional content, which 
required strong dedication 
from all cast members in order 
to execute their monologues to 
achieve their intended effect. 

“In one of the plays, some-
one says, ‘Tonight, maybe I can 
make myself come without you.’ 
Some people have to get com-
fortable with things like that. 
And also being able to identify 
with the role that you’re playing 
in order to better play that role,” 
said Tessah Almonacy ’21, who 
is a dramaturg for the play.

In order to overcome these 
challenges, the group partici-
pated in many workshops and 
discussions related to different 
facets of identity early in the 
term.

“We did a lot of identity work 
early on, especially, talking 
about race, gender, class, faith, 

sexuality, and sexual orienta-
tion, and then on top of that, 
historical trauma and how that 
all fits into the scope of the play, 
but also how that resides in 
yourself. I think it’s one of the 
few times where students can 
have this kind of experience, es-
pecially in their time and year at 
Andover,” said Grimm.

According to Grimm, “For 
Colored Girls” is a good oppor-
tunity to not only start conver-
sation about the stories of those 
that we neglect to tell, but also 
facilitate further conversation 
in many parts of campus.

“This performance serves as 
a way to do that and also open 
up the conversation. And I also 
think that, even though, to me, 
it feels like a play centered on 
black and Latinx women, I also 
think that, as a whole, it centers 
on women of color and speaks 
to experiences that dispropor-
tionately affects our commu-
nities that are often not talked 
about,” said performer Cindy 
Espinosa ’18.

“For Colored Girls” perfor-
mances will be Friday and Sat-
urday at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday at 
1:00 p.m. at Steinbach Theatre. 
Tickets are available for $5.00 
at the Theatre Box Office in 
George Washington Hall.

For Colored Girls: A Choreopoem for Empowerment
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Abigail Ndikum ’20 (pictured 
above). The play, a choreopoem, 
combines poetry, dance, music, 
music and song. 

LINDSEY CHAN & 
KAITLIN LIM

Senior Recital: 
Aditi Kannan ’18 Concludes Andover Music Career 

With Nostalgic Pieces

M.ZHANG/THE PHILLIPIAN

Kannan played various lyrical songs in her recital with rich, warm tones.
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(Pictured above from left to right) Garret Richie, Instructor in English; Basil 
Alfaro ‘18; and Leeza Petrov ‘19. This Spring’s issue of The Courant features 
around 120 pages of passionate students’ works of poetry, prose, and art. 
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(Pictured above from left to right) Angelreana Choi ’19, Aissata Bah ’20, and 
Susan Lee ’19. The Courant Launch Party was ’60s themed and offered food and 
an outdoor photo booth.
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Aditi Kannan ‘18 has been playing 
on Andover’s campus since she 
was in elementary school. 



Sporting a colorful floral but-
ton-down shirt, Garrett Richie, 
Instructor in English, finishes 
his look off with cuffed pants 
and reflective sunglasses.

“A lot of times he says that 
he wears stuff just because he 
can; I think that’s super cool 
to have in a teacher. He’s will-
ing to wear what he wants be-
cause it looks different, because 
it stands out. He’s always very 
clean-cut and impeccable in 
terms of his clothing, his hair as 
well,” said Jeffrey Kao ’19, one 
of Richie’s students. 

As a high school student, 
Richie was not overly conscious 
of his fashion choices. Accord-
ing to Richie, he often wore 
unconventional pieces such 
as cargo shorts or camouflage 
pants.

“I think it was just a ton of 
trial and error. I just kept wear-
ing things until people quit 
insulting me. I wore a Taylor 
Swift shirt to my first day at 
college, and everyone called 
me ‘Taylor Swift guy’ for like a 
month. That ruined my place 
in the social hierarchy, so I try 
to quit making those mistakes,” 
said Richie.

Richie’s style evolved as he 
took on his role as an English 
teacher at Andover. Default-
ing to patterned button-down 
shirts and smooth-leather 
Timberlands instead of formal 
shirts and dress shoes, Richie 
brings a trendier flair to the 
classroom whilst maintaining 
his authority as a teacher.

“I think sometimes [stu-
dents will] be like, ‘Hey, there’s 
a teacher who wears Timber-
lands,’ which is fun for them. In 
a very conversational English 
class, I want a more approach-
able dynamic that still has an 
established hierarchy, but less 
cold. Not that someone wearing 
a shirt and tie would be cold, 

but it just helps me enter the 
group in a way where I’m com-
fortable,” said Richie.

While he does not al-
ways wear statement pieces, 
Richie finds joy in occasional-
ly whipping out humorous or 
eye-catching pieces. According 
to Richie, it helps entertain his 
students and brighten their day. 

“I wear loud, colorful stuff 
because I’m kind of loud as 
a person. If anything, if your 
shirt’s really obnoxiously loud, 
I think it’s fun. I have this one 
velour shirt that I think is weird 
to see on an adult that I wear 
very rarely. It’s just entertain-
ing; if I were to wear something 
weird or funny, it just makes the 
day a little bit different for [stu-
dents], and I think that’s good,” 
said Richie.

Currently, Richie cites Jake 
Gyllenhaal as a major style in-
spiration. He often uses social 
media or the Internet to search 
up images of Gyllenhaal, and 
provides barbers with photos of 
Gyllenhaal in hopes of imitat-
ing his hairstyle. 

“I think God led me to Jake 

Gyllenhaal. His hair just looks 
so good all the time, like in 
‘Nightcrawler,’ his hair is amaz-
ing. I always show barbers pic-
tures of Jake Gyllenhaal and 
they never get it right. And my 
wife’s like, ‘You’re never going 
to look like Jake Gyllenhaal,’ 
and I just don’t listen to her,” 
said Richie.

In addition to Gyllenhaal, 
Richie also cites his upbring-
ing as influences in his fashion 
style. 

Even after living in New En-
gland, Richie has continued 
to reject preppy New England 
fashion in favor of his self-de-
scribed “huntsman” aesthetic.

“Timberlands — I noticed 
them coming into play here in 
2015, they hit New England — 
but they were always a thing in 
Detroit. It’s so brand-conscious 
here, especially at a place like 
Andover. It seems like the typ-
ical high school pressure scene, 
but like in fashion-sense-wise, 
but way higher standards. I’m 
glad I didn’t have to compete 
with that in high school; I had a 
hard enough time,” said Richie.

Richie enjoys wearing loud, eye-catching pieces of clothing to reflect his 
personality.
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Look of the Week: Garrett Richie 
Creates Relaxed Classroom Dynamic Through Fashion

LINDSEY CHAN

One of Richie’s major fashion inspirations is Jake Gyllenhaal.
K.AALTO/THE PHILLIPIAN
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Acting: 

As always, I’ve found the comedic timing 
of the actors in Marvel movies to be pretty 
spot-on—Chris Pratt in particular being very 
good at this. Star-Lord’s (Chris Pratt) humor-
ous scenes and one-liners were quirky and 
sometimes inadvertently self-deprecating.
 
On the other hand, when it came to the more 
dramatic scenes, it was Josh Brolin’s Thanos 
and Zoe Saldana’s Gomora that were the only 

performances that weren’t 
cringe worthy. When the plot 
becomes more intense, it 
was their performances that 
reminded me that even 
superheroes are destructi-
ble, and ultimately, these 
stories are a matter of life 
and death.

When Under the Bed (UTB) 
member Nick Demetroulakos ’19 
was suddenly pushed on stage 
by Rhea Chandran ’19, he never 
expected to be the recipient of a 
“promposal” by Eastlyn Frankel 
’18. He stood alone on the stage 
as a video of Frankel acting as 
magician David Blaine played on 
the projector. The video, also fea-
turing Harry Kahane ’20 and Ace 
Ellsweig ’18, ended with Kahane 
reciting a message on a poster 
asking Demetroulakos to Prom 
on behalf of Frankel.

“I just stood there because 
Rhea told me not to come back. 
And then it was David Blaine, but 
Eastlyn, and then once there was 
a poster and once she was like, 
‘You’re going to read this poster,’ 
I was like, ‘Alright. She’s going to 
prompose,’” said Demetroulakos.

Andover Night Live (ANL) is 
UTB’s annual parody of NBC’s 
“Saturday Night Live.” Taking 
place in Kemper Auditorium at 
8:00 p.m. and 9:30 p.m. this past 
Saturday night, the shows fea-
tured a combination of videos 
and live sketches.

“There isn’t really another 
show like this on the Andover 
calendar. I don’t think there’s 
something of this scale that’s 
written and produced entirely by 
students with literally zero facul-
ty input or oversight, so I think 
what you get is that the show can 
be as big or as small a deal as the 
group that year decides to make 
it,” said Charlie Mayhew ’18, Co-
Head of UTB.

Many of ANL’s jokes and skits 
revolve around the everyday hap-
penings at Andover, poking fun at 
many aspects of the school that 
have brought up contention in 
the past, such as Blue Key Head 
kisses and the 4x5 schedule.

“People need to have some-
thing that they could just go to 

and laugh. And also, I actually 
think that, especially at ANL, the 
topics that they covered, a lot of 
it was pretty direct critique at the 
school. So bringing that sort of 
humor and getting everyone to 
laugh about it is just nice,” said 
Nastia Aumueller ’18, an audi-
ence member.

ANL’s first video skit was a 
spoof of Drake’s “God’s Plan,” ti-
tled “John’s Plan” as a reference 
to Head of School John Palfrey. 
The video featured Demetroula-
kos and Kahane dressed in vari-
ous “hypebeast” accessories rap-
ping about the problems within 
the school, such as the lack of 
a library next year, as they ran 
around campus throwing Mo-
nopoly money.

“Harry texted me really early 
on in the winter and said, ‘I want 
to make a rap parody video.’ And 
we were still thinking about some 
other songs, and then I was lis-
tening to ‘God’s Plan,’ and then I 
was just like, ‘John Palfrey. John’s 
Plan.’ And I texted him, and I was 
like, ‘We need to do ‘God’s Plan,’ 
but ‘John’s Plan.’ And he was like, 
‘Yes. Perfect,’ ” said Demetroula-
kos.

In another sketch, Kahane, 
Sam Korman ’19, Cheyn Cole 
’19, and Sam Bird ’18 all acted as 
members of the Admissions Of-
fice. Sitting in a line and holding 
folders containing profiles of fake 
students, the four evaluated a 
few rounds of applicants, mock-
ing the recruitment process of 
new students. Kahane, donned in 
a black cloak with black makeup 
smudged around his eyes, acted 
as an oracle, determining wheth-
er or not each prospective stu-
dent was worthy of admission, 
based on his prophecies.

“I think my favorite skit was 
actually the last one. It’s kind of 
making fun of Team Shuman. It’s 
funny because each kid who got 
in here got in because of some 

sort of sorting hat kind of thing 
in Harry Potter. But [Kahane] 
came up with the brilliant idea to 
be an oracle, and he had this long 
prophecy that they wrote the 
day of, and I don’t know how he 
memorized it,” said UTB mem-
ber Michael Codrington ’18.

ANL’s last video primarily fea-
tured Mayhew as he embarked 
on a secret mission to expose and 
embarrass the members of TUB, 
a male secret society on campus. 
Mayhew’s many antics included 
him masquerading as TUB, or-
ganizing fake dinners and club 
meetings along with leaving an 
inflatable tub full of soda in front 
of the library. But as the video 
reached its end, Mayhew even-
tually gave up his endeavors, in-
stead spending time with the oth-
er UTB members.

“I think I liked the last video 
[the most]. I’m a pretty senti-
mental person. It’s been an ex-
planation of what’s been hap-
pening with TUB these past few 
weeks, but also, it’s weird that 
it’s because of this, but it’s finally 
hitting me that [the Seniors are] 
leaving because of stuff like this,” 
said audience member Hywot 
Ayana ’20.

The second and final show 
also featured a dedication to the 
Seniors from the rest of UTB. All 
of the graduating Seniors were 
gifted with a group photo of UTB 
with signatures from each mem-
ber.

“When I take the sum total 
of how it’s changed me and, to 
an extent of less magnitude, I 
changed it, I’m very sad it’s over. 
I think after my first practice as a 
[Junior], I called my mom, and I 
said, ‘These are the coolest, fun-
niest, most talented kids I’ve ever 
met.’ And that’s how I feel now: 
the coolest, most talented, funni-
est kids I’ve ever met are the 14,” 
said Mayhew.
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The lights morphed, danc-
ing from yellows to blues, 
pinks, and greens. The danc-
ers leaped across the empty 
black room while the rest of 
the room remained still. As the 
music climaxed, the perform-
ers collapsed onto the ground, 
and the sounds died down. 
The roar of clapping from the 
audience overwhelmed the 
room.

The Choreography Class 
Showcase took place last Fri-
day in the Modern Dance Stu-
dio. Comprised of five total 
pieces each choreographed by 
a different student in THD-
365 and ten dancers, the per-
formances covered a variety 
of themes including unity, in-
dividualism, and reflections.
The pieces also showcased 
the technical skills of both the 

choreographers and dancers. 
The night progressed smooth-
ly, and in the end, the perform-
ers considered it a success.

“I think what made it such 
a successful performance is 
how much work everyone put 
into it especially the choreog-
raphers. They’ve been putting 
in time inside of class and out-
side of class to make it a great 
performance, helping and di-
recting the dancers to make 
sure that we knew what was 
expected of us, and what we 
needed to do and being great 
leaders overall,” said Jeffrey 
Steele ’20.

Members of the choreog-
raphy class, taught by Erin 
Strong, Instructor in Dance, 
had to choreograph a dance 
piece using the skills and tech-
niques they learned in their 
course for the night’s show-
case. Although the perfor-
mance itself was a big aspect 

of what the class was about, 
some choreographers felt that 
their favorite moments and 
most of their growth came 
during their preliminary ex-
plorations of the modern style. 

“The best part was definite-
ly the process of creating, for 
me. I had only done Chinese 
dance before, so not only was 
this my first time doing mod-
ern dance, [it was my first 
time] also choreographing 
modern dance. Ms. Strong 
showed us many examples of 
the Dance Open videos from 
previous years, and also took 
us on a trip to Boston dance 
shows where we got our 
ideas,” said Candy Xie ’21.

Although the showcase it-
self wasn’t plagued with any 
major setbacks, many of the 
performers agreed that one of 
the main challenges they had 
to overcome had to do with 
timing, whether it be within 

the piece in regard to syncing 
the dancers’ movements, or 
trying to find time outside of 
the studio in to schedule re-
hearsals.

Steele said, “We couldn’t 
necessarily figure out when 
we wanted specific moves to 
happen and also get it to be all 
in sync, which was especially 
important when you are trying 
to do a dance about confor-
mity, making sure everyone’s 
moves looks similar and are 
happening at the same time. 
That was a big struggle, as well 
as finding time that everyone 
could meet because we’re all 
very busy, so we had to find a 
time that would work for ev-
eryone.”

Audience members appre-
ciated the display of art and 
athleticism. 

Ben Fu ’21 said, “I think it 
went pretty good; it was fun 
getting to watch all of the per-

formers dance, and get to put 
on a show for all of us. Noth-
ing crazy bad happened, and 
I think it was just a fun time 
for both the audience and the 
people that danced.”

ALEX PARK

THD-365 Students Culminate Term’s Work in Choreography Show

Andover Night Live 
Features Videos and Live Sketches

for UTB’s Final Show
KAITLIN LIM

Ria’s 
Flick 
Picks
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The Avengers: 
Infinity War

Summary:

Set after the previous 2018 Marvel film “Black 
Panther,” “The Avengers: Infinity War” is the 
third installment of The Avengers series. It 
involves the entire Avengers team and many 
more Marvel characters on their collective mis-
sion to defeat Thanos before he collects all six 
infinity stones, which have the potential power 
to destroy the universe.

Writing: 

Walking into the theater, I didn’t have too 
big of an expectation for the film. A super-
hero movie with every single Marvel char-
acter? Sounds like chaos and a complete 
waste of a movie ticket. The films writers, 
Stephen McFeely and Christopher Markus, 
however, unexpectedly made it work. 
Every group of Marvel characters, from the 
Avengers to the Guardians of the Galaxy, 
had their own connection to Thanos, which 
incorporated effective subplots into the 
overarching story. Instead of seeing a whole 
crowd of Marvel superheroes rush Thanos 
at once (which is what I had expected), the 
film took places in four different locations, 
with around four or more different missions 
to complete.
 
In addition, the character of Thanos defi-
nitely stood out from the rest of the cast in 
this film. The writers definitely accomplished 
their goal of making a villain who the audi-
ence sees as evil but is still slightly sympa-
thetic to. As his continues on his mission to 
destroy half of every planet’s population, 
he gives reason to more and 
more of his actions. This adds 
a much-needed deeper layer 
to the superhero film and 
increased the tension between 
him and the superheroes to-
wards the end of the film.

Recommendations: The Avengers (the first 
movie)

 

Rating: 8/10

SHARED VAN
Logan Airport (BOS) 

GW Circle $47.15 per person one way* or Dorm 
Pickup $51.75

So. Station

GW Circle $51.75 per person one way* or Dorm 
Pickup $97.75 (PRIVATE ONLY)

Manchester Airport (MHT)
GW Circle $56.35 per person one way*

Prices as low as $33.35 from GW Circle during 
school breaks. For more information visit our 

website at www.flightlineinc.com or call our of-
fice 1-800-245-2525 

M.ZHANG/THE PHILLIPIAN
Uanne Chang ’20 (pictured above).
Students took the choreography 
techniques they learned in class to 
make their own dances.
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An envelope with the words 
“DO NOT OPEN” written on 
it lies in the center of a collec-
tion of decorated journal pages 
and oil paintings of carefully 
arranged food. This work by 
Marie Latham ’18, titled “Con-
sumption,” is one of the Art-
600 pieces currently on display 
in the Gelb Gallery. 

“It was originally a letter I 
wrote to myself on the night 
that I was denied from my ear-
ly decision school… You know 
how people say ‘write a letter, 
never send it, and you’ll end 
up never needing to’? So it was 
pretty symbolic for me, because 
I took it out of my journal, I put 
it on the wall, and I took the 
letter out, and I actually threw 
it away,” said Latham.

The Art-600 installation, ti-
tled “Yard Party,” opened last 
Saturday and features indepen-
dent, student-designed proj-
ects. Since the assignment was 
entirely open, each student 
came up with their own topic, 

project, and mode of presenta-
tion. 

“We originally thought we 
were going to call it ‘Yard Sale,’ 
because it’s a bunch of random 
stuff that we want people to 
come in and experience. But 
then we were like, ‘Yard Par-
ty,’ is much more fitting of how 
we work as a class and how we 
are together — it’s a party,” said 
Latham. 

Therese Zemlin, Chair of the 
Art Department and Instructor 
of Art-600, designed the course 
to give students freedom in ex-
ploring their interests and abil-
ities as artists. 

“The classic response in Art-
600 with the open assignments 
is ‘Oh cool, I can do whatever I 
want!’ and the second response 
is ‘Oh no, I can do whatever I 
want.’ Students do a proposal 
for their projects, and I fully 
expect them to veer from their 
proposal... because a big part 
of the process of making the 
piece is so that it can evolve,” 
said Zemlin. 

Projected on one end of the 
gallery is a video made by Fly-

nn Bryan ’18 which shows her 
practicing ballet. In between 
shots of dancing are clips 
where Bryan has common tools 
such as a razor, a hairbrush, and 
a bread knife tied to her pointe 
shoe, and she attempts to per-
form daily tasks with the added 
burden of her dance shoe. 

“I started this piece thinking 
about self-ascribed identities 
and boxes that we’ve put our-
selves in, based on our abilities 
and our skills. And I thought 
the perfect character for this 
would be the dancer, because 
so much hinges on that ability. 
But in turn, it also means that 
outside of that specific skill 
set, you may feel other things 
are no longer valuable because 
they no longer fit,” said Bryan. 

A piece done by Eden Cui ’19 
is composed of a series of white 
pages with differently colored 
barcodes. Some other pages 
portray Chinese characters 
that are common phrases seen 
when online shopping. 

“The barcodes are symbols 
of different products that you 
buy. I drew [them in] differ-
ent colors just to emphasize 
how diverse the products we 
buy can be. I hope that people 
can be able to relate to this and 
hopefully think of what they 
are tempted to do when they 
are clicking into these really 
attracting ads,” said Cui. 

One corner of the gallery is 
cluttered with shelves, tools, 
and a large overhanging piece. 
According to artist Aki Char-
land ’19, he made his work re-
semble an art studio to draw 
attention to how an artist’s 
surroundings can affect their 
work. 

“A lot of it was just based 
on how I felt the space could 
look at its most authentic… I 
rearranged the whole place 
a few times just to see how I 
would set it up. It’ll probably 
still change, even though the 
opening is today. I’ll continue 
to rearrange things and con-
tinue to work here. And that 
way it’s almost a performance 
piece, because it changes and 
I’m working in it, and that’s 
a performance in itself,” said 
Charland. 
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“Yard Party”: Art-600 Students 
Experiment with Mediums 
and Modes of Presentation

ESTELLE ZHU

Sam Yoon ‘19, an Art-600 stdudent, made her project about women in her 
life and used various colors and shapes to create paintings of them.

D.TULLER/THE PHILLIPIAN

The door to the Theatre 
Classroom opened ceremoni-
ously and Max Beati ’18 swept 
into the room in a red and 
gold gown, a luminous crown 
perched atop the red curls 
of his wig and face caked in 
pale makeup: “All rise for the 
queen!” Breaking out in peals 
of laughter, the audience all 
stood as Beati stalked into the 
room proudly. Scurrying after 
Beati, Colby Gendron ’18 held 
up a leather-bound book the 
size of his torso, engaging in 
lively banter with Beati as the 
latter announced the begin-
ning of the play.

“[The queen] was the con-
cept of the designer [Andrew 
Poleszack]. He just got this 
flash, and said, ‘With the boy’s 
size, if he was a stand-in for 
Queen Elizabeth, that would 
really be just something.’ He 
caught me completely by sur-
prise, but it worked and it was 
wonderful,” said Kevin Hee-
lan, Instructor in Theatre and 
director of “The Merry Wives 
of Windsor.” 

The Queen was one of 
the many characters in the 
all-male rendition of Shake-
speare’s “The Merry Wives 
of Windsor,” which was per-
formed in the Theatre Class-
room last Friday and Sunday. 
Heelan dedicated the pro-
duction to an all-male cast to 
reflect the traditional prac-
tices of Shakespearean times, 
when male actors would play 
all roles regardless of gender. 

“In general, the costumes 
were really hard for all of the 
guys playing girls. Our cor-
sets are really tight, our hips 
are really wide and our heels 
are high, but it was really fun. 
Also, I think we struggled be-
cause it’s all guys — we tended 
to joke around a lot, but once 
we started taking it serious-
ly, it went really smoothly,” 
said Max Rigby-Hall ’18, who 
played the role of Mrs. Page.

At first, the male cast en-
countered challenges when 
portraying females. Accord-
ing to Heelan, it was easy 

to default to stereotypically 
feminine movements, which 
led to generic characteriza-
tion. With the help of cos-
tume designer and makeup 
artist Poleszack, however, the 
cast brought their characters 
to life, giving them each an in-
dividual flair. 

“Without the costuming 
that [Poleszack] did, it would 
never have worked. Once 
they got the costumes and the 
makeup and looked at them-
selves in the mirror, then 
they could sort of start doing 
gestures, but not stereotyp-
ical gestures. We could do a 
couple of comedic things that 
they never would have imag-
ined had they not had those 
things available to them,” said 
Heelan.

The costumes varied in col-
or and complexity to reflect 
the status and background of 
each family in the play. With 
a plethora of different fabrics, 
hoop skirts, hats, and fine 
wigs, the costumes allowed 
the audience to fully engage 
in the events of the play.

“The costumes are really 
high-quality and super elab-
orate. If you look at them, 
there’s so much thought that 
was put into them. They were 
made for the show. The girls 
have a call that’s like two 
hours before the show, and 
the boys have a call that’s an 
hour before the show. So a lot 
of time for everybody. It’s a 
lot of work,” said Zar Cordo-
va-Potter ’20, the dresser for 
the shows.

Throughout the entirety of 
the show, chuckles and laugh-
ter rang from the audience, 
echoing in the Theatre Class-
room. Audience members like 
Faith Monahan ’20 were both 
greatly entertained and im-
pressed by the caliber of the 
show, including the all-male 
cast.

“I think that it’s a good 
way to casually include 
cross-dressing or something 
that isn’t necessarily accord-
ing to gender confines. It just 
does it in a really welcoming, 
fun, and inviting way,” said 
Monahan.

Merry Wives of Windsor: 
Submerging Andover 

Into Traditional 
Shakespearean Theater

LINDSEY CHAN
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