
Plans for the new 25-mil-
lion-dollar Pan Athletic Center, an 
athletic complex that will house 
new swimming, diving, dance, 
wrestling, and locker facilities 
along with an Athletic Hall of 
Honor, are already underway. To 
accommodate the new facility, the 
Smith Center and the Case Me-
morial Cage will be razed.

The decision to move from 
concept to final design was made 
by the Board of Trustees on May 
5 and was officially announced 
by Head of School John Palfrey 
on May 11. The 25 million dollars 
needed to design the new facility 
were gifted by Andover parents 
Zhang Xin and Pan Shiyi P’17, ’19 
alongside two anonymous donors. 

Riku Tanaka ’20 said, “I’m ac-
tually so excited about the new 
facility that is about to be built, 
especially the new swimming 
pool. Even though our swimming 
team is seventh in the nation and 
has some really great records, we 
often are unsatisfied with the six 
lane, 25-yard pool that has been 
going around for such a long time. 
With this new aquatic center with 
proper equipment, I could see 
how the swimming team could be 
much stronger, and I’m sure that 
everyone on the swim team is very 
excited about this new pool.”

David Fox, Head Coach of An-
dover Boys Swimming & Diving 
and Instructor in English and Art 
History, expressed his excitement 
about the upgraded pool, which 
he thinks will offer greater oppor-
tunities.

“We take great pride in what 
we accomplish using a pool con-
structed in 1912 and expanded 
into its current configuration 
in 1952, and we are ecstatic that 
the generosity of the Pan family 
and two anonymous donors have 
jump-started the construction of 
a long-dreamed-for new facility,” 
said Fox.

Fox continued, “As designed, 
the new pool will present the op-
portunity to completely remake 
our aquatics culture by allowing 
many more people in our commu-
nity to swim — widely regarded as 
an outstanding form of exercise — 

as well as to offer a lot of program-
ming that is impossible now.”

 As a member of Andover Girls 
Swimming & Diving, Jackie Rossi 
’20 is looking forward to the new 
athletic center. According to Ros-
si, the current pool is too shallow, 
and its lack of depth often caus-
es problems in sports like water 
polo where it is against the rules 
to touch the bottom. Rossi also 
believes that swimmers are at 
risk for being injured by the pool’s 
outdated blocks and deteriorating 
walls.

“Our pool now is a relatively 
nice pool. It’s everything we need, 
but it’s just extremely old. The 
blocks are not that stable when we 
dive off, and the walls have pieces 
sticking out that scratch us. We ac-
tually had a few injuries this win-
ter because people scratched their 
feet on the walls. Our coach, Mr. 
[Paul] Murphy [’84], always jokes 
around about how old our pool is, 
and we always say how the school 
has been talking about creating a 
new pool for so long, and now that 
it’s finally a reality, the whole team 
is so excited,” said Rossi.

The new swimming pool will 
be 40-meters long, in contrast 
to the current pool, which has a 
length of 25 yards (22.86 meters), 
according to Rossi.

According to Fernando Alonso, 
Dean of Administration and Fi-
nance, “the pool’s dimensions will 
meet competition standards.”

Alonso said, “The size of the 
pool was determined by several 
needs: swim practice, competi-
tion, instruction and diving. We 
sought to maximize the number 
of lanes and be able to create lanes 
on the perpendicular during prac-
tice to allow boys and girls teams 
to practice at the same time.  

Although the new pool will 
solve issues for the swimming and 
water polo teams, however, the 
diving team will not receive its 
own separate pool, according to 
Ora Cullen ’19. Currently, the div-
ing team has their own separate 
diving well.

“As a diver, I’m a little disap-
pointed because we have a pool 
currently with a separate diving 
well, which is great for our diving 
practice and allows lots of flexibili-

Andover is implementing 
a new schedule model for the 
Fall of 2019. Last Wednesday, 
May 9, the faculty held a vote 
that resulted in 78.7 percent 
of respondents in favor of 
the schedule, called the A3 
model, while 21.3 percent of 
respondents voted to keep 
the current schedule. 

The schedule change has 
been in progress for around 
four years, according to 
Scheduling Calendar Task 
Force (SCTF) chair Marcelle 
Doheny, Instructor in Histo-
ry and Social Science. 

The A3, compared to the 
current schedule, cuts down 
on the number of classes 
that students have each day. 
The only day with all seven 
periods is Monday, and each 
class is 40 minutes long, 
as opposed to the current 
45-minute period. The oth-
er four days alternate be-
tween having periods 3, 4, 5, 
and 6 or 1, 2, and 7 — simi-
lar to the current Thursday 
and Wednesday schedules, 
respectively, now. Classes 
will begin at 8:30 a.m., while 
conference periods will be 
cut down from their current 
three times a week to two 
times a week. 

The SCTF used informa-
tion gathered from years 
past, such as the experience 
with the proposal and can-
cellation of the 4x5 sched-
ule last year, to inform their 
decision on the current pro-
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Last Wednesday, May 9, over 
3,700 donors participated in the 
the annual PA Giving Day, sur-
passing the 3,607 donor quota set 
to unlock four scholarships for in-
coming financial aid students. 

According to a fact sheet pro-
vided by Matthew Bellico, Direc-
tor of Advanced Communications, 
the second annual PA Giving Day 
was held in hopes of funding “gifts 
supporting every aspect of stu-
dent life: financial aid; academics 
and classroom learning; athletics; 
clubs and extracurricular pro-
gramming; music, theater, and the 
arts; campus enhancements; and 
more.” 

The donors were able to des-
ignate what area of campus their 
donation would support.

The overall goal of 3,607 do-
nors was set by adding the found-
ing years of Abbot Academy (1829) 
and Phillips Academy (1778). At 
each thousand donor mark and 
the final goal of 3,607, Academy 
Trustee Amy C. Falls ’82, P’19, ’21 
created a scholarship.

Stephen Rodriguez, Director 
of Annual Giving, said, “It’s what 
we call a term scholarship, where 
a student is identified and named 
so… each $25,000 scholarship... 
is a one name student for next 
year. At each 1,000, 2,000, 3,000, 
[and] 3,607 donors, we receive 
that $25,000 scholarship. For this 
coming year, there will be four 
students on campus that will ben-
efit from that support as a 2018 PA 
giving day scholarship recipient.”

“I love knowing that our ad-

mission is need-blind and the 
designated money from PA Giving 
Day will provide four scholarships 
for students that have worked 
hard enough to earn a place in our 
student body despite financial dif-
ficulties in their lives,” said Araba 
Aidoo ’20.

Throughout the day, students 
took pictures in front of an An-
dover-themed backdrop, posing 
with sunglasses, foam fingers, and 
stickers distributed by faculty. As 
students passed through the Pare-
sky Commons lobby, they were 
encouraged to fill out blank note 
cards beginning with “I’m thank-
ful for…”

Aidoo said, “My favorite part 
of the day was writing down what 
I was thankful for on the cards in 
the [Paresky] Commons lobby. 
Taking the time to think about 
what I appreciate made me realize 
my place in the communities on 
campus that make this my home.”

An anonymous member of the 
Annual Giving Board, an alumni 
volunteer group, donated $5,000 
towards an activity that encour-
aged students to go out on a scav-
enger hunt to find a Gunga hidden 
on campus, with the prize for 
finding one being allocating mon-
ey to a specific department.

Rodriguez said, “I think we 
saw a lot of activity and excite-
ment of campus… students getting 
to find a Gunga… was a fun activ-
ity for the kids… We hid five baby 
Gungas across campus and each 
student that found one was able to 
designate a $500 gift.”

The administration worked 
on making the day interactive 

and entertaining to emphasize 
the importance of giving back to 
communities. According to Mol-
ly McCarthy ’21, the Giving Day 
activities that required reflection 
stimulated appreciation in many 
students.

McCarthy said, “My biggest 
takeaway is that this place really is 
just insanely special and that there 
are so many people who help give 
us the needs to have this place be 
as great as it and that as students 
we all need to be really grateful for 
that.”

McCarthy continued, “I think 
giving back is so important be-
cause Andover is able to provide 
all of us with the means to go and 
do great things and experience 
amazing things and I think that 
everyone deserves to continue 
having that opportunity.”

Coordinators of the event be-
lieve that the intentions behind 
Giving Day reached beyond col-
lecting money to also include les-
sons on impact and contribution.

Rodriguez said, “If you think 
back to the Tuesday — before that, 
we had no donors, no dollars to-
wards that effort but by the end 
of the day we raised almost $1.8 
billion for scholarships and finan-
cial aid so that is a tangible impact. 
If you think about the number of 
students that will benefit from 
that, it’s pretty incredible.”

“The real intention there was 
to get the campus excited about 
the impact of philanthropy here at 
Andover which really comes from 
everyone coming together and do-
ing their part,” added Rodriguez.

IANNA RAMDHANY

Over 3,700 Donors Participate in Annual 
PA Giving Day

New Daily 
Schedule 

Planned for 
Fall 2019

SOPHIA LEE

Dressed in colorful attire, the 
members of Ma’am Slam, a dance 
group comprised of female faculty, 
clapped and stomped to the tune 
of “Finesse” by Bruno Mars and 
Cardi B. 

Students and faculty alike left 
this week’s All-School Meeting 
(ASM) with smiles and laughter, 
as various performances, from a 
bagpipe performance by Kassie 
Archambault, Instructor in Rus-
sian, to the Ma’am Slam routine, 
provided entertainment for the 
community. 

ASM received positive reac-
tions from performers and audi-
ence members. Anny Candelario 
Escobar, Instructor in Mathemat-
ics, Statistics, and Computer Sci-
ence and  Empathy Balance, and 
Inclusion Course Head, per-
formed at the ASM as a member of 
Ma’am slam. Candelario said that 
this ASM brought Spring Term to 

a close on a fun note.
Candelario said, “[This ASM] 

makes [Spring Term] festive and 
enjoyable for faculty and students. 
It’s a great opportunity to see 
some hidden talents that our fac-
ulty and students have. It’s just a 
good community event.”

The ASM also featured acts by 
Fidelio Society, Handbell Choir, 
Denise Taveras ’21, and the cast 
of “For Colored Girls Who Have 
Considered Suicide When the 
Rainbow is Enuf,” Andover’s 
spring theatre production. 

Candelario and the other 
members of Ma’am Slam needed 
preparation for their final perfor-
mance. Candelario said that the 
group began meeting in April, re-
hearsing an hour every Monday 
for six weeks leading up to this 
ASM. Candelario enjoyed prac-
ticing, but was also thrilled by the 
reaction from students.

Candelario said, “We open 
those doors, and we walk out to 
the chapel stage, and the students 

go wild, and it’s so loud, and my 
heart begins to pound because of 
the excitement.”

For many students, the com-
munity entertainment ASM is one 
of their favorites of the year. Jus-
tice Robinson ’18 was an emcee 
for the event, along with Natalie 
Warren ’18 and Emily Ndiokho 
’18. Robinson sad she believes that 
this ASM creates a connection be-
tween faculty and students that 
one may find in classroom set-
tings.

Robinson said, “I think that 
that’s a lot of people’s favorite 
ASMs because for me at least, it 
makes me see faculty in a more 
relaxed and approachable light. 
When I first saw Ma’am Slam my 
first year, my [Junior] year house 
counselor was in it, and I was like, 
‘Oh my god, I did not know you 
can dance like that.’”

Robinson continued, “And I 
am a dancer as well, so that was 

NEWAZ RAHMAN

All-School Meeting Cultivates 
Community Spirit through Performances

$25 Million Pan Athletic Center 
To House New Facilities

RACHEL CHANG & 
ALEXANDRA LEBARON

COURTESY OF JESSIE WALLNER
Paresky Commons was decked out with Andover-themed decorations for this year’s PA Giving Day. After a day of 
fundraising, donors raised enough money to create four new scholarships for incoming students. 
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Members of Ma’am Slam danced to Bruno Mars’ “Finesse” in this week’s ASM. 

Michael Ren ’18 received a 
phone call at 11:30 p.m. on Mon-
day night, May 7, congratulating 
him on his selection as one of just 
six high school students to rep-
resent the United States in this 
year’s International Math Olym-
piad (IMO). 

Ren said he was so excited 
that he stayed awake all that 
night. 

“I was getting ready to sleep, 
and then I got the call. I got really 
excited, and then I didn’t sleep. I 
was just so excited,” said Ren. 

Khiem DoBa, Faculty Advi-
sor of Math Club and Instructor 
in Mathematics, Statistics, and 
Computer Science, said, “It is 
incredible how much Michael 
has achieved to this level, but 
also looking at the way Michael 
has been working so far, I am not 
surprised… Since day one when 
he came to [Andover], he has 
proven to be someone with not 
just special talent but incredible 
work ethic.”

DoBa continued, “He’s always 
eager to learn, always wanting to 
learn more, and he put in such 
an incredible effort for the last 
four years here at [Andover] into 
math.” 

In July 2018, Ren will join 
the U.S. team in travelling to 
Cluj-Napoca, Romania, and will 
arrive on July 3, a week before 
the IMO, for special training 
with the Romanian and Bul-
garian teams. The competition 

Michael Ren 
’18 to Repre-
sent U.S.A. In 
International 

Math 
Olympiad 

RACHEL CHANG
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WITH THE WELL-
NESS section of 
this year’s State of 

the Academy (SOTA) spread 
out in front of her, my mom 
read through all the statis-
tics, trying to soak in as much 
information as she could. Af-
ter taking a good look, she 
looked up to me and said, 
“How can we know that only 
187 currently engage in self-
harm?”

Like my mom, Andover 
students were pouring over 
SOTA last Friday, pointing 
out every interesting little 
detail. In EBI class, we dis-
cussed the data on students 
diagnosed with depression 
before versus after Andover. 
The statistics for this ques-
tion, along with many others, 
were given in exact numbers. 
I had a hard time believing 
that the number on the page 
accurately represented our 
community, because we can 
never know how honestly 
people answered the survey 
questions.

Several of my friends, my-
self included, have admitted 

that we had a difficult time 
answering some of the ques-
tions honestly. Because of 
this, I believe that it is impor-
tant that readers be remind-
ed of the margin of error in 
the SOTA results, especially 
when many results are pre-
sented in numbers rather 
than percentages.

The State of the Academy 
does offer a fairly accurate 
survey of the school, consid-
ering that over 90 percent 
of the student body partici-
pated. Nevertheless, adding 
questions to each section 
such as “How comfortable 
did you feel answering the 
questions in this section hon-
estly?” would be beneficial 
in several ways. It would put 
the statistics on the given 
page into perspective and 
show The Phillipian’s level of 
confidence in the results. For 
example, if the comfort sta-
tistic in a given section was 
around 60 percent, readers 
would understand that the 
results were more likely to be 
skewed.

There are many reasons 
why students may have strug-
gled to answer the SOTA 
questions honestly. From 
what I’ve heard from class-
mates, the biggest problems 
were fear of being tracked 
and fear of judgment from 
friends if the survey was tak-
en in a group setting. Others, 
I’ve heard, felt guilty when 
answering some of the more 
provocative questions hon-
estly.

Many of my classmates 
were bogged down by the 
precise numbers presented 
in SOTA. For example, when 

seeing the “There are 37 re-
spondents who use drugs on 
a daily basis” statistic, they 
immediately began wonder-
ing about arbitrary facets of 
the respondents’ identities: 
whether they were boys or 
girls, where they lived on 
campus, whether they were 
all from one dorm. 

SOTA’s purpose in the An-
dover community is to pro-
vide a general understanding 
of how our community stands 
in areas such as political be-
liefs, wellness, and discipline, 
not to prompt speculation 
about specific numbers. In-
stead of viewing the self-

harm results and thinking, 
“Wow, 187 students engage 
in self-harm, I wonder who 
does,” people should capture 
from this statistic that “yes, 
nearly 200 people on this 
campus engage in self harm.” 
It is more about acknowledg-
ing that the problem exists 
on campus rather than trying 
to count the exact number of 
people who answered “yes” 
on the survey. We must keep 
in mind that there are out-
liers to every question and 
variation in the data rather 
than pick apart exact num-
bers that may not be precise 
or significant.

The statistics on SOTA are 
not meant to be analyzed 
down to the individual unit. 
There are inevitably errors 
that arise based on respon-
dents’ comfort in answering 
each question honestly. It is 
important to address these 
potential disparities to deter 
readers from over-analyzing 
specific numbers and en-
courage them to focus on the 
overall State of the Academy 
instead.

Students involved in organiza-
tions covered by The Phillipian will 
not play any role in assigning, writ-
ing, producing, or editing content 
regarding said organizations. 

The Phillipian welcomes all let-
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limit. We reserve the right to edit 
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not publish any anonymous letters. 
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of each week to phillipian@phillip-
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Editorial

At Andover, students have many opportuni-
ties to learn about and explore diversity. While 
we do have extensive conversations surround-
ing numerous facets of diversity — such as race 
and gender — socioeconomic class is often ab-
sent from these discussions. According to the 
2018 State of the Academy, 55.9 percent of stu-
dents believe that socioeconomic class is one of 
the least-discussed aspects of identity at Ando-
ver, second to ability at 56.3 percent.

Despite the absence of class in campus dis-
cussions, it is still important for every student 
to at least be aware of its implications. Just as 
we have all come to acknowledge that other 
parts of a person’s identity can give them privi-
lege, we must also openly acknowledge that a 
person’s wealth or lack thereof also can affect 
their life inside and outside of Andover. It is not 
enough to simply have a campus with “Youth 
From Every Quarter”; it is imperative that we 
actually interact and have conversations with 
different people.

Even though we are extremely fortunate to 
have a need-blind financial aid policy, wealth 
disparities still manifest themselves on cam-
pus. These disparities can often be observed in 
subtle ways such as clothing and the frequency 
with which a student orders takeout. Although 
these differences may seem small, they still do 
exist and are ingrained in our daily lives.

More important than the visible aspects of 
wealth, however, are the invisible ones. Socio-
economic class may not always be outwardly 
apparent, and having a general awareness of 
our socioeconomic status is important (al-
though students may not need to know the 
exact details of their families’ finances). For 
some, spending a certain amount of money 

may be trivial. But for others, spending that same 
amount of money may be much more burdensome. 
By understanding your own personal situation, 
you are able to put your socioeconomic status into 
perspective.

We recognize that conversations around class 
can be of a sensitive nature and that students often 
fear judgement for revealing their socioeconomic 
statuses. These challenges, however, are also pres-
ent when talking about race and gender; each facet 
comes with its own stereotypes and preconceived 
notions. Andover needs to commit to talking about 
class, potentially bringing speakers and organizing 
workshops to create open spaces where students 
can exchange ideas and their own experiences. 

We also need to recognize that wealth at Ando-
ver is also not representative of the outside world. 
Many students at Andover undeniably belong to an 
extreme end of the spectrum, providing an unre-
alistic perception of socioeconomic class. We need 
to keep this in mind when discussing class to prop-
erly put our privilege into perspective of the en-
tire world, outside of the rather skewed reference 
point of Andover.

We cannot ignore that a person’s wealth does 
impact their life and perspective, nor that that 
impact is not the same for every person. This is 
an opportunity for discussion — to learn some-
thing valuable from the incredibly diverse group 
of people we have here. Andover has never shied 
away from difficult or uncomfortable situations if 
it meant that there was a possibly for betterment. 
This topic is no different. 

This editorial represents the views of The Phillip-
ian, vol. CXLI.

Ignorance is a Privilege

Seeing the Big Picture

Ava Long is a Junior from 
Belmont, Mass. Contact the 
writer at along21@andover.
edu.
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Corrections:
The housing lottery took place on 

April 29, not March 29, as stated in “Be-
hind the Annual Housing Lottery.”

Sports failed to attribute a photo. 
Rhea Prem took the leftmost photo for 
“Isaiah Lee ’19 Brings Years of Pick-Up 
Experience to Ultimate.” Additionally, 
Isaiah Lee is a Managing Digital Editor 

for The Phillipian, not a Managing Edi-
tor.

Sports misstated a fact in “Girls Beat 
Exeter and St. Paul’s.” Tessa Conrardy 
won first place in the 100-Meter Hurdles, 
not Reese Pelletier. 

The Phillipian  regrets the errors.
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May 18, 2018 T h e  P h i l l i p i a n Commentary A3

IT’S THAT TIME OF YEAR 
again when I frantically pull 
out my calculator in a des-

perate attempt to calculate what 
final grade I need in order to pull 
a 6 in my classes. I do this because 
I believe that my grades should, 
at least to a certain extent, ac-
curately reflect the hours upon 
hours of hard work I have dedi-
cated to the course throughout 
the term. Unfortunately, these 
calculations will be different for 
most other students, even if they 
are enrolled in the same course 
as I am. Why? Because we have 
different instructors, and a dis-
crepancy exists between differ-
ent teachers’ understandings of 
what defines honors level work.

This phenomenon is reflect-
ed clearly in this year’s State of 
the Academy (SOTA): a whop-
ping 99 percent of the students 
surveyed believe that grading 
disparities exist between teach-
ers of the same department. 75 
percent of these students believe 
that the English department 
is the most at fault, with His-
tory and Social Science coming 

in second and Math coming in 
third. Furthermore, 31 percent of 
respondents said that they have 
even “switched teachers within 
the same course in order to at-
tain a better grade.” 

I find these statistics disheart-
ening yet understandable. Take 
English classes, for example: 
of all my friends taking Eng-
lish 200 with various teachers, 
the class averages displayed on 
Canvas for similar essay assign-
ments ranged anywhere from 
4.8 to 5.4. That’s more than a half 
point difference! Furthermore, 
some English instructors believe 
that only a 97 percent or above 
course average is worthy of a 6, 

whereas other teachers believe 
that a 93 percent is sufficient to 
warrant the same honors. 

Even in STEM classes, where 
evaluations are supposedly 
much more objective, severe 
grading disparities still exist. For 
example, some teachers choose 
to give a copious amount of par-
tial credit to students whose un-
derstandings of the material are 
evident even though they had 
the incorrect final answer, while 
others decide to take off half 
credit for simple arithmetic and 
rounding errors. Sure—I can un-
derstand that different teachers 
have their different reasons for 
doing what they do—but the un-

fortunate result is that some be-
come known as “free 6’s” due to 
the way they grade, but not due 
to the material they teach. 

It is only fair to demand that 
all of our efforts be evaluated 
equally, regardless of the teach-
er. Unfortunately, the number of 
students surveyed by the SOTA 
who believe that grading dis-
crepancy is a serious problem 
has only increased, from 98 per-
cent in 2016 to 99 percent now. 
Clearly, something has to be 
done. Despite the alarming data 
that is presented year after year, 
other issues are being priori-
tized, and grading disparities are 
disregarded. The administration 

needs to treat this as a more criti-
cal issue. As the administration 
disregards grading disparities, 
the culture of Andover academ-
ics becomes less about the values 
and importance of learning and 
more about which teacher will 
give them the “easy 6.” Further-
more, when a student knows 
that certain teachers don’t grant 
6’s, unless the student is truly 
“exceptional,” they are less likely 
to try their best. On a superficial 
level, grades are a huge factor 
in college admissions and dis-
parities can be harmful to some 
students. Therefore, the admin-
istration should consider imple-
menting small but substantial 
regulations such as standardiz-
ing tests, grading across STEM 
classes of the same level, and 
implementing a definitive grad-
ing scale for other departments 
that all will be required to follow. 

Let me end by clarifying that 
the purpose of this piece has 
nothing to do with a toxic obses-
sion with grades; it has every-
thing to do with the unfair insti-
tutional obstacles some students 
face just because they were un-
lucky in scheduling. I know that 
my solutions are nowhere near 
perfect, but  as Andover con-
tinues to increase its awareness 
of balance and inclusion, it also 
needs to acknowledge this prob-
lem, because otherwise it will 
only get worse with time.

ANDY ZENG

IN EACH YEAR’S EDITION 
of the State of the Academy 
(SOTA), there is one statis-

tic that is almost always iden-
tical. A frightening number of 
Juniors, close to half, believe 
that reverse racism exists. As 
the grades progress, the num-
ber gradually declines. This 
year, 41 percent of Juniors be-
lieve that reverse racism exists. 
That percentage decreases to 
35 percent for Lowers, 33 per-
cent for Uppers, and 29 percent 
for Seniors. It’s a characteristic 
of our community that we have 
to accept. It’s a fact based on 
empirical data, if we are to be-
lieve that student responses on 
SOTA are 100-percent honest. 
While plenty of students are 
pleased with the decrease and 
are still shocked that even 29 
percent of a class could believe 
in reverse racism, the pattern 
isn’t necessarily representative 
of Andover’s cultural compe-
tence.

I do not believe in reverse rac-
ism. As I understand racism, it 
is the byproduct of one race’s 
structural power imbalance over 
another; therefore, any actions 
taken by a group that was dis-
enfranchised by such a power 
imbalance can not be considered 
racism, reverse or otherwise. 
The most prominent example, at 
least in United States history, is 

the abuse of people of African de-
scent through institutions such 
as slavery. The history of slavery 
in America created a power im-
balance in favor of white people, 
thus white people can be racist 
towards black people. 

Conversely, the foundations of 
America did not give black peo-
ple a structural advantage over 
white people; therefore, black 
people cannot be racist towards 
white people. They can be preju-
diced, discriminatory, or antago-
nizing, but they cannot be racist. 
On the other hand, Oxford Dic-
tionary defines reverse racism as 
“systemic prejudice, discrimina-
tion, or antagonism on the basis 
of race directed against a mem-
ber of a dominant or privileged 
racial group.” Unlike the defini-
tion of reverse racism I use, this 
definition is plausible. 

An example of this system-
atic discrimination on the basis 
of race directed against white 
people can be found in college 
admissions. A 2009 Princeton 
study found that a black appli-
cant has the same chances of ad-
mission as a white student with 
an SAT score 310 points greater 
at the institutions cited. In other 
words, a white student with a 
perfect SAT score (1600/1600) 
and a black student who re-
ceived a 1290/1600 would, on 
average, have the same chance 
of admission. The study encom-
passed over 9,000 students at 
ten “highly selective colleges 
and universities.” This example 
serves to show that not every 
Andover student who answered 
“yes” to the SOTA question re-
garding reverse racism is factu-
ally incorrect.

My experience as a four-year 
Senior at Andover has taught me 
that this school firmly believes 
that reverse racism does not and 
cannot exist, and the State of the 

Academy data backs this up. The 
more time students spend at An-
dover, the less likely they are to 
believe in reverse racism. 

One can look at this and see 
that some students enter An-
dover naive and unaware of the 
complexities of race relations. As 
they go through their four years 
and experience a more diverse 
and tolerant environment than 
they may have been used to back 
home, they grasp a better under-
standing of reverse racism and 
are less likely to believe in its ex-
istence. In doing so, Andover is 
embracing its role as a pioneer in 
social values and equity among 
all peoples. 

Another way to approach this 
trend is that students enter with 
their own preconceived notions 
about race, but the atmosphere 
in Andover’s academic and social 

settings pressure them to submit 
to a worldview in which they 
don’t believe, which causes con-
cern. It is important  but danger-
ous to be able to shift worldview. 
If this is the case, students are 
being indoctrinated rather than 
educated by Andover’s social 
stances. We don’t know whether 
the trend is caused by education 
or indoctrination, but, if we take 
the appropriate measures to de-
fend ourselves against the latter, 
we will be better equipped to im-
prove our communities with the 
former.

As a graduating Senior, here is 
my advice to those of you await-
ing the rest of your Andover edu-
cation. Your friends, teachers, 
and campus leaders will try to 
convince you that reverse racism 
does not exist. Make them prove 
it to you. Pull up the Oxford defi-

nition and ask them to provide 
evidence to challenge the way 
you think. And if they can, that 
is great. If not, then there’s a 
chance that your view has some 
validity to it. Use these tactics 
for anything questionable that 
people disguise to you as facts. 
Andover gives its students access 
to worldviews and experiences 
that most people will never be 
exposed to in their lives, but An-
dover also has a trend of graduat-
ing students who think in similar 
ways. So don’t sit back and allow 
this institution to change your 
mind. Step up, arm yourself with 
facts, and challenge Andover.

Grading Shouldn’t Feel Like A Lottery

t.conrardy/the phillipian

Leo Brother is a four-year 
Senior from Andover, Mass. 
Contact the writer at lbroth-
er@andover.edu.
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In Defense of Reverse Racism

Andy Zeng is a new Lower 
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General Eric Schneiderman is disap-
pointing in more ways than one. 
Though it’s saddening to see the fall 

of a progressive and aggressive state AG, it’s 
more disappointing to see the reason. For 
years, his pattern of assault and abuse per-
sisted and was not widely reported until 
days ago, even months after Schneiderman 
himself investigated and condemned Harvey 
Weinstein for many similar wrongdoings. Yet 
it is heartening to see the immediate response 
to these reports, and the grace with which 
he stepped down: no drama, no slandering, 
no resistance: a same day (three hours later), 
simple resignation. 

With his position vacant, practically every-
one following has a favorite horse in the race 
for a new NYAG. However, I was alarmed 
by one name in particular: Hillary Clinton. I 
have little doubt that Secretary Clinton would 
be a competent, qualified, and impartial state 
attorney general. But her nomination for this 
position would be unacceptable. It barely 
needs saying that she is not being advocated 
for merely because of her legal qualifica-
tions, but because of her political history: her 
electoral loss of the 2016 election to Donald 
Trump has made some Democratic and Clin-
ton supporters eager for her to return to poli-
tics. I don’t know whether or not that should 
happen, but I do know that it should not be 
as NYAG. 

Her nomination would represent a thirst 
for revenge on behalf of the Democratic par-
ty, and would represent a focus on the past. 
However more importantly, this demonstrate 
a clear desire to further politicize our Jus-

tice Department. In a time when our Presi-
dent threatens, “At some point I will have no 
choice but to use the powers granted to the 
Presidency and get involved [in our Justice 
system]!,” the prospect of a politicized judicial 
process should not distress  Republicans nor 
Democrats but Americans. When our justice 
system is compromised in its integrity against 
one of us, it is compromised against all of 
us, because at some point even the violating 
party will find themselves at the opposite end 
of the barrel. It is not only in the best interest 
of Democrats but all Americans to resist from 
turning a temporary underdog position into 
one that corrupts apolitical institutions. 

Sure, Clinton’s nomination seems like a 
ridiculous long shot, and that’s because it is. 
But many Democratic proposals are much 
more likely, yet represent a similar taste for 
drama and revenge.  The names of two other 
Trump-fired DOJ officials, Preet Bharara and 
Sally Yates, have also been thrown around for 
the nomination. Like Clinton, I do not doubt 
that they would be competent, impartial, and 
professional, as neither have shown them-
selves to stray from these qualities through-
out their career. But that is in some ways be-
side the point, as the issue lies in nominating a 
figure with the intention of enacting political, 
or even moral vengeance in a nonpartisan in-
stitution (even if the person elected does not 
take office with this purpose, and I assume 
Bharara and Yates would not). Avenging a le-
gal or moral injustice may not be wrong, but 
to do so through the corruption of an impar-
tial institution is reprehensible. 

The moral high ground sought by the Left 
can only be asserted through adherence to 
fair process, and the resistance to rash and 
unabated emotional responses. State At-
torney Generals should maintain power 
within their states and to check the Federal 
Government, however this is jeopardized 
by greater bias. Even if one wants to strike 
back at Trump for his actions, the way to 
do so is to not to put in position someone he 
hates, but to appoint a competent AG, with 
no reason for a vendetta against or prefer-
ence for Trump, who will perform their 
job in an impartial way. Trump thrives in a 
world of pettiness and revenge, favoritism 
and partisanship- I hope the rest of us can 
resist it. 

I A M  A N  A C T I V I S T. 
I organized Andover’s Stu-
dent Walkout Against Gun 

Violence, and it is my proudest 
accomplishment in my three-
year career on this campus. While 
reading The Phillipian last week, I 
came across Jonathan Fu’s “Pre-
serving Political Yin-Yang,” in 
which he addresses his concerns 
about the state of the political 
balance at Andover. He argues 
that students are not accepting of 
conservative beliefs and criticizes 
political student activism, spe-
cifically mentioning the student 
walkout. Fu says, “This outspo-
kenness is unprecedented; a new 
wave of political activism has 
arisen in modern America. When 
was the last time, however, that 
one of these marches was in favor 
of a conservative cause?” 

I would like to first note that 
student activism has been around 
since the creation of universities 
themselves. Students speaking 
out against issues — political or 
otherwise — is not unprecedent-
ed. Whether it be the occupation 
of buildings against the Vietnam 
War at American universities, 
protests against apartheid in Jo-
hannesburg, or the lunch coun-
ter sit-ins protesting segregation, 
students have been outspoken all 

throughout history. Youth activ-
ism is also a global effort. Accord-
ing to Mark Edelman Boren’s 
“Student Resistance: A History of 
the Unruly Subject,” some of the 
earliest records of student pro-
tests date back to the thirteenth 
century in Paris and Bologna. 
Just because there is more news 
coverage now does not mean it 
wasn’t happening before. 

Addressing Fu’s question about 
protests for conservative causes: 
perhaps none of these marches 
have been about a conserva-
tive cause because, in this time 
period, conservative causes do 
not need marches. Republicans 
control both the Senate and the 
House of Representatives as well 
as the presidency. In the Trump 
era, conservatism does have the 
power.

Fu writes, “Once, I made a mild 
suggestion supporting President 
Trump’s strict stance on DACA 
(Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals), and then, all of a sud-
den, people around me who 
were friendly just seconds before 

turned on me…” Yes, there are far 
fewer conservative voices on this 
campus. There are also students 
whose lives are being directly 
threatened by policies the Trump 
administration has enacted, 
which is why I don’t think sup-
porting Trump’s specific stance 
on DACA can be a mild sugges-
tion. Nothing about families be-
ing torn apart or protections for 
57,000 Honduran immigrants and 
2,500 Nicaraguan immigrants be-
ing terminated is mild.

And please, trust me when I say 
that I am not besieging or sup-
pressing conservative students 
when I say this: perhaps the peo-
ple around you are not receptive 
to your thoughts on the march — 
and protests in general — because 
you see the march as nothing but 
some kids walking out of class 
with poster boards, when in real-
ity it is everything but that. 

Later on, Fu recounts a con-
versation he had with a peer, 
in which he asked, “‘How does 
walking out of class holding signs 
with clever insults make the gov-

ernment want to initiate policy 
change?’”As the organizer of the 
walkout, I knew going into it 
that not every student and adult 
would support it. I understand 
and respect the opposition. But 
the actual walking out of class 
was but ten minutes of the five 
hours of activism that day. If it 
was not clear, there was also an 
open mic, voter registration, let-
ter writing, phone banking, and a 
forum. I wholeheartedly disagree 
that marching and walking out is 
not effective. I know that over 50 
letters were written to politicians 
all across the country because I 
stamped, sealed, and sent them 
myself. I know that students filled 
up the entire two hours of the 
open mic because I heard the pas-
sion, sadness, anger, and hope in 
their voices. Gun violence has im-
pacted many in our community. 
Never forget that.  

Furthermore, nothing is stop-
ping conservative students from 
organizing their own events and 
creating their own platforms. 
As long as the work is put in, no 

one will block you from creat-
ing marches or protests for your 
personal causes. And there will 
always be backlash. I had teach-
ers and students come up to me 
and say that I was disrespecting 
every teacher who had classes 
that day and that having a walk-
out wouldn’t change anything. I 
was asked if I felt bad because I 
was throwing away my educa-
tion. At times, I felt pressured by 
others to simply give up; to stop. 
And despite these direct attacks, 
I continued to plan to make the 
walkout as effective as it could be. 
I did the work because I truly be-
lieve in student activism.

I completely acknowledge that 
I am biased about the walkout’s 
purpose and impact. But I saw ac-
tivism flourish that day. I saw stu-
dents become engaged every time 
their peer spoke, every time they 
made a phone call, every time 
they spoke in the forum. I am so 
proud of and inspired by every 
student who stood behind the 
mic and shared their story, as well 
as the ones who listened. The 
walkout was not done to “create 
an atmosphere of discontent,” as 
Fu claims, nor to insult conserva-
tives. It has a much, much bigger 
purpose than that. It was done 
to create a platform for student 
voices to be heard. I organized 
the walkout to make the direct 
statement that student activism 
is powerful, and we will stand up 
to complacency because it is our 
right to feel safe in classrooms, in 
our skin color, in public spaces. 
These are our lives. And we have 
a right to fight for them.

SOLBY LIM

O THER THAN THE SUBJECT of 
his Trump–Russia investigation, 
Special Counsel Robert Muel-

ler may be the most talked about person 
in Washington. Headlines from across 
the media spectrum quote pundits, rang-
ing from BBC’s “Incorruptible” to NPR’s 
“Stunningly Bipartisan” to Fox News’ 
“Mueller and Company Should Be Locked 
Up” to Trump’s succinct “Corrupt.” Fol-
lowing the President’s lead, there have 
been extensive attempts by the Right to 
paint his investigation as purely partisan, 
with Trump’s own claim of the team con-
taining “Zero Republicans” contradicted 
by Mueller’s own record as a lifelong Re-
publican. However, for the sake of a fair 
and just process, it is not only up to the 
Right, but also the Left, to not dramatize 
and sensationalize the Special Counsel’s 
investigation.

Yes, the possibility of Robert Swan 
Mueller III, a symbol of justice, Purple 
Heart winner, and former F.B.I. director, 
valiantly bringing down the corrupt ad-
ministration of Donald J. Trump, sexual as-
saulter, failed businessman, and serial liar, 
can easily sound exciting. But we must not 
allow this to sway our reporting or treat-
ment of the investigation. Mueller was not 
appointed to avenge the Democrats’ 2016 
loss or to haunt the forty-fifth Presidency; 
he was appointed to investigate “any links 
and/or coordination between the Russian 
government and individuals associated 
with the campaign of President Donald 
Trump; and any matters that arose or may 
arise directly from the investigation; and 
any other matters within the scope of 28 
C.F.R. § 600.4(a) [Code of Federal Regu-
lations Title 28, General Powers of Spe-
cial Counsel, 2017].” Additionally, he is 
authorized to prosecute crimes found if 
he believes it necessary. In that 2017 ap-
pointment from DAG Rosenstein, there 
is no mention made of pursuing anything 
other than a fair and lawful investigation 
into criminal activities.

Although law enforcement is largely 
used as a means for fairly inducing jus-
tice, we must take into account its long 
legacy as a means of social and political 
persecution. Director J. Edgar Hoover, 
notorious for misusing the broad power 
of the FBI, requested in March of 1963 
the wiretapping of Martin Luther King 
Jr. and his associates. This order was au-
thorized by U.S. Attorney General Robert 
F. Kennedy, in what was described by Pu-

litzer-winning historian David Garrow as 
“one of the most ignominious acts in mod-
ern American history.” James Comey kept 
Hoover’s letter in his desk throughout his 
tenure as Director of the FBI as a reminder 
of the importance of maintaining integrity 
in that powerful office. If even the Direc-
tor of the FBI must remain wary of law en-
forcement misuse, so should we.

I’m not arguing that Mr. Mueller has, or 
ever will misuse the Office of the Special 
Counsel, but it is important to remain vigi-
lant of the dangers of investigations when 
in less unbiased hands, and to avoid imma-
turely deifying law enforcement. America is 
in need of a hero, and it’s easy to see Robert 
Mueller as one. But elevating Mueller’s in-
vestigation from justice and into revenge is 
disrespectful to his own principles. It is an-
tithetical to what makes professionals like 
Mueller great: the nonpartisan pursuit of 
truth and justice. Tainting his investigation 
through external politicization and drama 
compromises the entire public perception 
of the Special Counsel, and may undermine 
trust in its results. 

As consumers of an increasingly sen-
sationalized and polarized media space, 
we must remember that Mueller is a ca-
reer professional, not an action figure. We 
undermine our core democratic values of 
equal justice and power when we blindly 
glorify and obsess over an iconic septua-
genarian man, one with perhaps the fu-
ture of American democracy in his hands 
— whether that man is Donald Trump or 
Robert Mueller.

Student Activism Is Here to Stay

Andrew Stern is a three-year Upper 
from Los Altos, Calif. Contact the writer 
at astern@andover.edu.
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A System of Justice, Not Revenge
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ty with our timing… But we’ve been 
talking with our diving coaches 
and the swim coaches, and, appar-
ently, they’re building the diving 
well into the pool, so there will no 
longer be a diving well. We’ll have 
to schedule not only JV practice 
that usually goes until 8:00 [p.m.], 
but diving practice around that as 
well and JV diving... Hopefully they 
won’t do that and give us a separate 
diving well,” said Cullen.

In an effort to combat the issue 
of shared spaces within the pool, 
the Pan Athletic Center will include 
wall dividers so that the pool can be 
easily accessible for different teams 
to use at the same time.

Alonso wrote, “The wall divid-
ers are manually movable and al-
low the pool to be subdivided for 
multiple uses. For example, swim 
instruction could happen in the 
shallow end separately from swim 
practice in the deep end.”

Rossi said, “If we can split the 
pool, we can use both sides for 
different teams. That’s especial-
ly good for JV swim, for example, 
because they have practices really 
late at night, which is not efficient. 
We’ll see how it is, but it sounds 
like it should work. I’ve seen many 
pools use that technique, and it has 
worked fine.”

In addition to the new pool, the 
new Pan Athletic Center will also 
feature wrestling facilities. Cur-
rently, the wrestling team prac-
tices in the Smith Center, a space 
which they share with Winter 
Crew. Since the space is also used 
for school-sponsored events and 

standardized testing, the wrestling 
team often needs to remove and 
store their mats.

Eamon Garrity-Rokous ’20 said, 
“I think that [the new facility] will 
give us much more time to wres-
tle. We won’t need to put the mats 
down since they’ll already all be 
there. It will give us a lot more of 
a boost with fans, since there will 
be a lot more people coming along, 
and people will know that this is 
the wrestling room and that’s what 
that area is for. It will be a big boost-
er for morale, and time and energy 
spent wrestling. Having a better fa-
cility will facilitate having a better 
overall team.”

Larry Muench, Director of Fa-
cilities, wrote in an email to The 
Phillipian that Andover will con-
tinue to offer the full athletic pro-
gram in the Snyder Center and the 
Borden Memorial Gym while the 
Smith Center and the Case Me-
morial Cage are knocked down to 
make way for the Pan Athletic Cen-
ter.

According to Nancy Jeton, 
Special Assistant to the Head of 
School, the construction of the 
Snyder Center was the first step in 
the Athletics Facilities Master Plan, 
for which she is a co-lead. The Pan 
Athletic Center represents Phase 
2. The center will be built in two 
phases: Phase 2A includes dance 
studios, a new pool, and wrestling 
facilities while Phase 2B includes 
a fitness center and a multi-court 
gymnasium.

Palfrey said, “In essence, the 
master plan calls for three stages 
of development. [We’ve] complet-
ed the first with the Snyder Cen-
ter, this will be the second, and 

then there would be a third after 
that, which would be performance 
gyms, in essence. Roughly speak-
ing, these next two phases would 
go where the Cage and Smith Cen-
ter now are and would also involve 
knocking down a lot of the existing 
gym, preserving the old Borden 
Gym.”

“We are partway through a re-
making of the entire indoor athlet-
ic facilities, and this is the next big 
step. I think we got a sense from the 
Snyder Center opening how much 
joy and how much great playtime 
can come out of a new facility like 
this opening, and I would [see the] 
momentum continuing with the 
new Pan Athletic Center when 
we’re able to open it,” continued 
Palfrey.

According to Peter Currie ’74, 
President of the Board of Trustees, 
the renovations of Andover’s ath-
letic facilities are part of the larger 
Campus Master Plan to replace 
and reconstruct many buildings on 
campus.

“From the Sykes Wellness 
Center to the library renovation 
and new facilities for athletics, 
the board’s decisions around new 
buildings are guided by a Campus 
Master Plan that aims to match the 
caliber of our facilities to our ex-
traordinary programs,” said Currie.

He continued, “Trustees were 
thrilled to learn of the generosity 
displayed by the Pan family and 
two anonymous donors. We hope 
their leadership gifts will inspire 
others to also help elevate the stu-
dent experience and affirm Ando-
ver’s vital position as a leader in 
secondary education.”

Including an Asian food ba-
zaar and talent show, Asian So-
ciety presented a multitude of 
weekend events for its annual 
CelebrAsian Weekend. These 
events, held from May 11 to May 
13, embodied the culture and 
energy of the Asian community 
at Andover, a community en-
compassing more than 300 stu-
dents.

This CelebrAsian Weekend 
was Asian Society co-presi-
dent Navin Kheth ’18’s third 
CelebrAsian experience. Navin 
considered the significance of 
CelebrAsian weekend to be the 
sense of union it brought to the 
Asian and Asian American stu-
dent body.

Kheth said, “I think that Cel-
ebrAsian is extremely import-
ant because it helps more than 
300 students at Andover realize 
that their culture is being rec-
ognized and celebrated on this 
campus. It is the one weekend 
where the Asian [and] Asian 
American student body can fi-
nally stand together as a mono-
lith, but also celebrate their di-
versity and individuality.”

Kheth continued, “More of-
ten than not, Asian and Asian 
Americans on this campus are 
lumped together as one singular 
body, but CelebrAsian strives to 
allow their individual voices to 
be heard, through either their 
food at the bazaar or the talent 
show.”

For students like Erica Nam 
’19, CelebrAsian weekend also 
reflected on Andover’s com-
munity from a broader outlook. 
According to Nam, CelebrAsian 
weekend was an opportunity 
for the Andover community to 
become more familiar with new 
cultures.

“I think the importance of 
CelebrAsian weekend is that it 
provides Andover students an 
opportunity to share as well as 
learn about various cultures 
that they were previously un-
familiar with. I think that these 
opportunities are significant for 
Andover’s diverse community 
to become even more inclusive, 
empathetic, and understand-
ing,” said Nam.

“Home,” a solo act performed 
by actress and writer Nancy Ma, 
marked the beginning of this 
year’s CelebrAsian Weekend. 
“Home” was performed at Kem-
per last Friday evening, repre-
senting the stories behind the 
Asian American and immigrant 
life in United States.

To some members of the au-
dience, the show’s appeal lay 
in its solo storytelling, where a 
single actress took on the role 
of multiple characters. On the 
other hand, audience member 
Jeannette Zhang ’21 also found 
the portrayal of the various fac-
ets of immigration to be espe-
cially relatable.

“The show on Friday was 
extremely emotional and touch-
ing. Seeing a woman who was 
born and raised in America take 
on the role of her parents and 

grandmother was very interest-
ing to watch. It made me think 
about the struggles that my par-
ents faced when they immigrat-
ed to the States. More than any-
thing, it made me appreciate all 
the sacrifices my parents made 
for me,” said Zhang.

The remaining CelebrAsian 
events were held on Saturday. 
Students were given the op-
portunity to represent their 
own country’s culture through 
its unique cuisine at the food 
bazaar. From Japanese sushi 
to Cambodian chung foon, the 
food bazaar represented food 
from cultures all over Asia. The 
food bazaar was also the favor-
ite CelebrAsian event of many.

“[My favorite part was] defi-
nitely the food bazaar. Food rep-
resents such an essential aspect 
of Asian culture because every 
country’s food is unique in their 
own way. There is no better way 
to celebrate and spread Asian 
culture than by selling food, as 
food itself is really appealing 
and definitely one of main rea-
sons I was attracted to go,” said 
Douglas Yang ’19, a participant 
of the food bazaar.

“I really enjoyed selling 
and serving Korean barbecue, 
snacks, and authentic Cambo-
dian food. I also had lots of fun 
eating other kinds of food at the 
bazaar,” said Nam.

CelebrAsian Weekend ended 
with a final performance act: a 
student talent show. According 
to Damian Ding ’20, an audi-
ence member, the talent show 
included a wide array of acts 

from singing to guitar playing 
and dancing.

Zhang, who was also at the 
show, said, “My favorite part 
of the weekend was the talent 
show. It was really cool to see 

all the different performances 
that were put on. I especially 
liked the spoken word poetry by 
Angelreana [Choi ’19] because it 
highlighted many topics that I 
could relate to.”

STEVE NAM

CelebrAsian Showcases Asian Identity

a way that we could connect. And 
I definitely have found myself 
connecting with different faculty 
members based on their talents, 
so I think for the community, [the 
community entertainment ASM 
is] a way of connecting us through 
the arts and through theater and 
dance.”

For other students, the ASM 
brought a positive energy to the 
Andover community. 

Dallion Johnson ’20 said, “I 
thought there was just good ener-
gy throughout [Cochran] Chapel 
— it’s positive vibes only. Everyone 
had a smile on their face, every-
one was laughing, having fun, it’s 
a great time. You love to see that in 
our community.”

Candelario enjoyed taking a 
break from day-to-day life at An-
dover to perform and have fun.

Candelario said, “Sometimes, 
similar to students, you get so 
caught up to day-to-day. For us 
as teachers, it’s about the grad-

ing and the prepping for classes 
and the running from one activity 
to another. And to actually have 
something that is so enjoyable and 
creates camaraderie and a space 
for us to just be silly and laugh and 
have fun, it’s pretty cool.”

Hannah Garth ’18 said, “I think 
[ASM] was to remind us all to have 
a little fun and not take it all too se-
riously. I mean we’re a lot of work 
and study here and I think it was 
just a fun way to unwind a little 
bit before finals and the end of the 
year.”

ASM Brings Positive Energy to Campus

Continued  from A1, Column 2

NEWS IN BRIEF 
•	 The Theatre Department, and the Dance 

Department, and Andover Dance Group held 
their “Dark, Down, Groove” performance on 
Friday, May 11, and Saturday, May 12, in Tang 
Theatre, featuring guest artist Sayer Mansfield 
’10.

 
•	 In music news, the Academy Bands Concert 

was held in the Cochran Chapel on Friday, 
May 11, Albert Wang performed the piano 
for his Senior Recital in the Timken Room on 
Saturday, May 12, and Brandon Qi performed 
an organ composition for his Senior Recital in 
Cochran Chapel on Sunday, May 13.

 
•	 Rabbi Michael Swarttz and members of the 

Jewish Student Union (JSU) hosted a Jewish 
Shabbat Service and JSU Meeting in Paul’s 
Room on Friday, May 11.

•	 On Wednesday, May 16, there was a lunch and 
discussion session with Ross Wehner, founder 
of the World Leadership School, in Pearson C. 
According to its website, the World Lead-

ership School helps K-12 schools transform 
learning with educational volunteer opportu-
nities abroad and professional development 
for teachers.

•	 There was a retirement celebration for Tom 
Conlon, Director of Public Safety, in the Mural 
Room on Thursday, May 17.

 
Looking Ahead

•	 Today, May 18, DN@ndover and 16 par-
ticipants of the club’s DNA project will be 
presenting their ancestry results at 5:00 p.m. 
in the Freeman Room. 

•	 This Sunday, May 20, Lillian Sun, the Insta-
grammer behind the account @TheFlesh-
lightChronicles will be visiting Andover to 
discuss her work exposing online fetishism 
and empowering young women of color. This 
is an affinity event for women of color and 
will be held from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. in the 
Mural Room. 

Reporting by Jungho Chang

New Pan Athletic Center 
and Andover’s “Master Plan”

Continued  from A1, Column 1

Colorful, Mathematically 
Precise ‘Garden of Eaton,’ 

to be Uprooted

This spring, vibrant red tu-
lips and yellow daffodils have 
been lining the steps of Eaton 
Cottage, a Junior girls dorm 
where Shawn Fulford, In-
structor in Mathematics, Sta-
tistics, and Computer Science, 
has curated a colorful, math-
ematically precise garden for 
the past 15 years.  

The garden was first plant-
ed in 2003, when Fulford re-
ceived an Abbot Grant to find 
a practical way to explain in-
verse functions. In the Eaton 
garden, two stone walls meet 
at a 90 degree angle, creating 
an X and Y axis. From there, 
the garden is split down the 
middle, a detail that rep-
resents the linear equation 
y=x. 

Despite these mathemat-
ical intentions, however, the 
flowers have grown so much 
since their conception that 
the garden’s graph is hard to 
see.  

“I tried to make the graph 
look like inverse functions, 
which means that line [y=x] 
kind of splits everything in 
half. For a while, it totally 
worked. Then, the garden got 
too big, so it doesn’t work that 
way anymore,” said Fulford.

Jenni Lord ’19, a prefect in 
Eaton Cottage, values how the 
flowers provide brightness 
when students feel tired.

Lord said, “I think it’s a 
really nice addition to Ea-
ton Cottage. Especially in 
the spring time, when every-
one’s looking forward to going 
home. It’s a nice reminder of 
something beautiful on cam-
pus.”

Carolina Weatherall ’21, a 
resident of Eaton Cottage said 
that the flowers contribute to 
a homelike atmosphere of the 
dorm.

“It makes me happy to see 
the flowers outside. They 
make it feel like home,” said 
Weatherall.

In the future, Weatherall 
would like to implement a 
composting aspect to the gar-
den. This idea emerged after 
Eaton Cottage won the Green 
Cup Challenge, Andover’s en-
ergy conservation competi-
tion, in the West Quad North 

Cluster this year. Through 
composting, Weatherall hopes 
Eaton will have a way to be 
environmentally friendly year 
round.

“I’m hoping to help Ms. 
Fulford start a compost sys-
tem so that we can compost 
our food instead of throw it 
away… I hope to build a system 
with a cover so no animals can 
get into it. Then, Ms. Fulford 
can spread [compost] over her 
plants,” said Weatherall.

Weatherall’s plans, howev-
er, may not see fruition. The 
front of Eaton’s garden will be 
completely razed due to plans 
to build a sewer repair pipe in 
2019. This pipe will destroy 
over a decade’s worth of plant 
growth. Many of these plants 
were gifts from former stu-
dents of Fulford or residents 
of Eaton.

“I’m kind of reeling try-
ing to figure out what to do, 
because there’s hundreds of 
plants. The trees were gifts 
of alums, and the climbing 
vines were gifts of parents. I 
don’t know what to do… We’re 
trying to save as much as we 
can,” said Fulford.

Although they are disap-
pointed in the plans to build 
a new pipe, current residents 
of Eaton are confident Fulford 
will be able to keep up the 
garden, even with the front 
demolished.

“It would be nicer if the 
pipe went a different way and 
it didn’t disrupt all of the hard 
work she’s done. The tulips in 
the front really brighten up 
the area, and I see people from 
all around the quads coming 
over and admiring them,” said 
resident Megan Vaz ’21.

Fulford has devoted so 
much time to the garden that 
she decided to dedicate a part 
of her will to the garden. Ful-
ford said that she wants to see 
the garden’s beauty and cheer 
to be preserved for decades to 
come. 

“I’m leaving money to the 
school to maintain the gar-
den. I didn’t think it would be 
destroyed first. It’s really fun-
ny — my family’s like ‘You’re 
leaving the school money in 
your will for a garden?’ ‘Be-
cause I think it matters,’” Ful-
ford said.

AVA RATCLIFF
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From left to right: Valerie Tang ’20, Hannah Chen ’20,  and Jan Rangsis-
ingpipat ’19, members of K-pop Club, danced to BTS’s “MIC Drop” in the 
CelebrAsian talent show.

O.TUNG/THE PHILLIPIAN

Tulips greet students in front of the steps of Eaton Cottage, a Junior girls 
dorm in West Quad North.
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Andover to Implement New A3 Schedule for 2019 School Year

cess. Some of the main fo-
cuses of the committee were 
to begin classes later and to 
ease transition time during 
the school day, according to 
Doheny. 

“What had happened be-
fore is faculty had not cho-
sen to take up different op-
tions that were put in front 
of us, so we took a little bit 
of a break last year and we 
started again last May, and 
that’s when the Scheduling 
Calendar Task Force was 
convened,” said Doheny. 

Doheny continued, “We 
sort of started again. But not 
from scratch, because we al-
ready knew a few things. It 
seemed to us that the facul-
ty were broadly committed 
to trying to find a later start 
time, and this idea of try-
ing to have fewer preps and 

transitions during a day.”
Getting a definitive fac-

ulty vote was a multi-step 
process, beginning at the end 
of last year’s summer break. 
Faculty could submit differ-
ent outlines for a schedule 
that they felt suitable. The 
SCTF then parsed through 
these suggestions in order to 
select finalists for a vote. Fo-
rums were also held during 
the school year in order to 
gauge student reactions, 
though the decision was ulti-
mately up to the faculty. 

“We sort of narrowed and 
narrowed and narrowed, to 
make a long story short, and 
we ended up with two fi-
nalists: one was the current 
schedule, actually, and then 
the other one was the one 
that ended up ‘winning,’” 
said Doheny. 

Matthew Suri ’21, Ju-
nior class representative, is 
cautiously optimistic about 
the effects of the schedule. 

While he understands how 
fewer class periods could 
positively impact the amount 
of work that students do, 
he also worries that double 
the amount of schoolwork 
will arise from double peri-
ods. Suri also noted how he 
felt the schedule implemen-
tation felt experimental to 
him, especially on the cur-
rent Junior class.

“I feel like students will 
be less stressed, especially 
because you only have three 
subjects of homework for the 
upcoming day, but I feel like 
at the same time, the ques-
tion will arise: Will teachers 
start assigning double the 
homework now?” said Suri. 

Suri continued, “So we’re 
the current class that’s go-
ing to have it for the longest 
time, and I think we’re kind 
of like their guinea pigs. In a 
way, they’re kind of experi-
menting the schedule on us 
and, through us, will see if 

the schedule is good or not. 
Doheny acknowledges the 

complications that can arise 
from such a monumental 
shift in how the school oper-
ates. 

 “Every time you move 
one piece, it’s like a game of 
Jenga, you know. You think 
the whole thing’s gonna col-
lapse. But you move pieces 
around and everything af-
fects everything else. So it’s 
tricky,” said Doheny.

The main points that the 
faculty wanted to address 
were sleep, stress, and tran-
sitions, according to Doheny. 

“The faculty felt, I should 
say, that we needed to look 
at this issue of sleep and 
student’s stress, overload, 
what might be making walk-
ing through your day more 
stressful than it needs to 
be. Which is why we talked 
about things like a later start 
time. The research all says 
that even starting at 8:30 

really has an impact on stu-
dents,” said Doheny.  

Doheny continued, “The 
other one was there’s fewer 
preps and transitions, that, 
you know, if you have three 
classes in a day, not five or 
six, the hope would be that 
it would be more focused, 
less rushing about, and then 
in the evening you’re not sit-
ting at your desk with a list 
of — you’re just checking off 
the list rather than [absorb-
ing the material].” 

Kamsi Oramasionwu ’19 
expressed her support for 
the current schedule, ex-
plaining how student’s focus 
in class could be impacted by 
the increased long blocks. 

“I think they should keep 
the current schedule. A lot of 
students have trouble keep-
ing focus during a long block. 
I think it’s good to have the 
shorter blocks interspersed 
with the longer blocks,” said 
Oramasionwu.

Continued  from A1, Column 5

New Schedule, A3 FormatCurrent Schedule, A1 Format
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How do we bring about 
change? As an answer to this 
question, a team of four Andover 
students — Jennie Guo ’19, Anjalie 
Kini ’19, Sarah Zhao ’18, and Julia 
Zhu ’20 — created Echo, an app 
that helps students participate in 
several areas of activism. 

“With the click of a button they 
can get access to, say, calling their 
representative or signing a peti-
tion or going to a rally, that sort of 
thing. They can also keep up with 
the news that’s related to that is-
sue, and then there’s a forum that 
allows them to engage in political 
discussion with others interest-
ed,” said Kini. 

This app was created for the 
annual Technovation Challenge, 
a global competition in which 
teams propose solutions to re-
al-world problems with tech-
nology. Through coding, graphic 
design, and business processes, 
participants learned how to cre-
ate substantial and workable ideas 
that solve an identified problem. 

“One of the prompts for Tech-
novation is that it should be really 
relevant to your community — and 
for our school, we know that po-
litical and social activism is such a 
thought-about thing,” said Zhu. 

Last weekend, the four stu-
dents traveled to pitch their app at 

the Technovation regional show-
case event in Boston. The team 
placed third in the region. 

The regional showcase includ-
ed all teams in the Massachu-
setts area. Initially, judges judged 
apps through pitches in a poster 
board session. Then, based on ini-
tial scoring, the top seven teams 
pitched in front of the whole 
showcase. 

The Andover team behind 
Echo was chosen to pitch live and 
earned the third highest score for 
the Senior (high school) division. 

Kini recalled the experience 
as “daunting” because, unlike the 
poster board session in which only 
a few judges at a time circulated 
around different teams, the live 
pitch required presenting to every 
individual in the room. Kini and 
Zhu, however, agreed live pitching 
enhanced their experience. In ad-
dition, the judges offered the team 
insight, email correspondence, 
and future internships. 

When coming up with an idea 
for Echo, the four students brain-
stormed topics that they all were 
passionate about. Since student 
advocacy is prevalent at Andover, 
they chose to create a platform to 
bring opportunities for students 
to engage in activism in their com-
munities. 

“We were all super passionate 
about political and social activ-
ism, and we thought that [activ-
ism] was a really relevant topic to 

the current time, especially since 
we’ve seen the rise of many move-
ments such as #MeToo, Parkland, 
and school walkouts,” said Zhu. 

Maria Litvin, Instructor in 
Mathematics, Statistics, and Com-
puter Science and a faculty men-
tor for Technovation, commend-
ed the Andover team’s ability in 
meeting the demanding timeline 
and workload for the challenge. 

“It first doesn’t seem like this, 
but [Technovation] really needs 
a lot of passion to complete it be-
cause it doesn’t count as a course. 
You don’t get credit for it in any 
way, so the reason to do this kind 
of amount of work is to be pas-
sionate about what you’re bring-
ing up for people, what problem 
you’re solving for the community,” 
said Litvin. 

Litvin also praised the team’s 
professionalism.

“They not only met the dead-
line of submitting all the pieces 
that needed to be submitted, but 
every piece is done on a top level. 
From the demo to the app itself, 
business plan, digital poster, every 
piece and the delivery...” said Lit-
vin.

Of the five initial Andover 
Technovation teams, Echo was 
the only one to complete and 
formally submit their project. 
In the app-making process, Kini 
and Zhao coded the app, Guo did 
graphic design, and Zhu was in 
charge of the business plan. 

Kini reflected on her experi-
ence with Technovation, high-
lighting the competition’s effort 
to support women and girls in the 
technology field earlier on. 

Kini said, “I hope that pro-
grams like Technovation help en-
courage women to take a bigger 
role, and even if the teams that 
didn’t finish, for example, hope-
fully just kind of starting to work 
on it and getting an introduction 
into app development inspired 
them to learn more about comp-
sci.”

In terms of future directions, 
the Echo team will first wait 
for Technovation’s next email 

that will announce the national 
semi-finalists who are advancing 
to the next round of judging. Cur-
rently, the team has already edited 

and reworked different parts of 
their submission in order to offer 
the most functional and appealing 
app to the judges. 

ZAINA QAMAR

Andover Technovation Team Creates Echo, an App for Social Activism

From left to right: Jennie Guo ’19, Anjalie Kini ’19, Sarah Zhao ’18, and Julia 
Zhu ’20, the creators of Echo, an app for social activism.
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Meet Michael Ren ’18, One of Six Representatives of the United States at 
2018 International Math Olympiad

itself, spread out over two days, 
consists of six questions. Each 
day, four and a half hours will 
be granted to solve three proof-
based, seven-point questions.

After testing finishes, the six 
questions will be graded and the 
team’s individual performances 
will be added together. Accord-
ing to the IMO website, medals 
will be awarded to top perform-
ers with a 1:2:3 ratio of gold, sil-
ver, and bronze medals, respec-
tively, on July 13 at the Closing 
Ceremony. Those who place in 
the top one-twelfth of scores will 
be awarded a gold medal, the top 
one-sixth a silver medal, and the 
top half a bronze medal.

“I basically figured out that 
your mindset in the test has to be 
thinking about the problems and 
not the rankings. If you just focus 
on enjoying problems, you will 
do better than if you worry about 
whether other people solved this 
or not,” said Ren.

Ren has been participat-
ing in math competitions since 
sixth grade at the very first lev-
el of competition: the Ameri-
can Mathematics Competition 
(AMC), which offers the AMC10 
test for grades ten and under, and 
the AMC12 for grades 12 and un-
der. He has since worked his way 
up, qualifying for the IMO for the 

first time in his Senior year. Ac-
cording to DoBa, the IMO is con-
sidered the most prestigious and 
challenging math competition 
for high school students. 

“There are consistently, in 
recent years, over one hundred 
countries that participate in 
IMO. It’s become a huge math-
ematics festival for high schools 
students really at a high level,” 
said DoBa. 

The U.S. team has claimed 
first twice in the last three years, 
according to DoBa. 

“The fact that Michael Ren 
made the U.S. team proves that 
he is very, very strong and very 
talented. We’re very proud of his 
accomplishments,” said DoBa.

According to DoBa, the top 
five percent of AMC scholars 
will go onto a second round 
of competition, the American 
Invitational Mathematics Ex-
amination (AIME). From the 
AIME, only the top 500 students 
advance to the United States of 
America Mathematics Olympiad 
(USAMO) a two-day examina-
tion with formatting similar to 
that of the IMO. The next level 
of competition is the Mathemat-
ical Olympiad Program (MOP), 
a summer program that accepts 
only the top 50 students from the 
USAMO.

This year, Andy Xu ’19, Justin 
Chang ’19, William Duan ’19, Bill 
Qin ’19, Sebastian Zhu ’20, Max 
Tao ’20, and Vincent Fan ’20 

qualified for either USAMO or 
United States of America Junior 
Mathematics Olympiad (USA-
JMO), the latter of which is for 
tenth graders and below. Xu won 
USAMO, thereby qualifying for 
MOP in the summer.

From MOP, a top group of 30 
participants are invited to take 
the U.S.A. team selection test, 
a series of tests over the course 
of nearly a year that determines 
the top six members for the IMO 
team.

“In ninth grade, I made MOP, 
and I also made the selection 
group that year, which was pretty 
good. The next year, I did really 
bad on the test, so I didn’t make 
it, but it taught me to embrace 
failure and persevere,” said Ren. 
“I think that was very important 
for making the team today.”

According to Ren, these set-
backs contributed to his success 
and became a rewarding part of 
his competition experience as a 
whole.

“I think this is true of pret-
ty much anything, but if you try 
really hard to go over something 
and get to the top, you learn a lot 
of things about staying deter-
mined, learning from failure, that 
kind of thing. I think that was the 
most important thing for me for 
all of these years,” said Ren. 

Numerous people attribute 
Ren’s success to his talent, dedi-
cation, and strong work ethic.

“[Ren’s] math talents ulti-

mately come from both his sheer 
talent and the amount of work 
he’s put in in the past years. He’s 
probably done thousands of 
problems, which allows him to 
gain insight that normal people 
just can’t have, especially in his 
favorite subject of geometry,” 
said Fan.

Fan continued, “I remember 
once, he immediately saw a key 
step in solving a problem that 
took people hours to come upon, 
which just shows you how good 
he is compared to everyone else, 
and that just comes from hours 
and hours of hard work.”

On campus, Ren is a key 
member of Andover’s Math 
Team. According to DoBa, even 
as a Junior, Ren helped lead the 
team to first place in the team 
round at the Harvard–MIT 
Math Tournament (HMMT). In 
June that same year, Ren also led 
the team to their highest-rank-
ing finish for the American Re-
gions Math League (ARML) at 
sixteenth place out of nearly 150 
teams from across the country 
and overseas.

“When [Ren] starts working 
on a math problem, he’ll work at 
it and he’ll think about it all the 
time, in my experience talking 
with him. His mind will be turn-
ing, even when he’s not working 
directly on the problem, and he 
spends a lot of time working on 
math problems, which is how he 
accomplished so much,” said An-

drew Wang ’18, board member of 
Math Club.

 “I’ve learned a lot from work-
ing with Michael. He’s better 
than me [at math] by a lot, so he 
inspires me to keep doing it and 
keep working hard. I was not 
surprised that he made IMO. He 
puts so much heart and effort 
into math, and this is something 
he’s been working towards for a 
long time even before he came 
to Andover. I’m really glad [he 
made the IMO], and we’re all 
really proud of him,” continued 
Wang.

Though the IMO is in July, 
Ren does not plan on stopping 
his pursuit of math anytime soon, 
and he plans to major in math at 
MIT next year.

Continued  from A1, Column 1

With the Echo app, users can keep up with specific issues and access ways to 
involve themselves in activism around these issues.

COURTESY OF ANJALIE KINI
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Michael Ren ’18 is one of six rep-
resentatives selected to represent 
the U.S. in the International Math 
Olympiad. 
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New Study Finds That
If You Don’t Talk To 

Anyone You Have No 
Right to Complain About 

Not Having Friends
A study recently con-

ducted under extremely 
scientific conditions at 
a neighboring research 
university has revealed 
some shocking findings to 
the Andover community. 
According to the results 
of the experiment, if you 
don’t talk to anyone, you 
have no right to complain 
about not having friends. 
“Unbelievable,” you might 
say, and to that, we say 
“Believe it.” It’s a truth 
that nobody really wants 
to hear, but students here 
at Andover must grapple 
with it all the same. 

Mildred Walker ’19, 
an Upper living in Abbot 
Cluster and consistent 
loneliness complainer 
commented, “I just don’t 
get this. It’s not my fault 
I don’t want to make the 
walk to the library or 
[Paresky]. Plus, I love Ab-
bot; it is the perfect place 
to be with ‘real’ people.” 

In reality, Mildred did 
poorly in the lottery and 
didn’t get to live with all 
of her friends in Flagstaff 
(whom she no longer has 
time to talk to anymore). 

Lanie James ’20, a 

Lower living in Day Hall, 
reported, “I’ve been 
known to rack up around 
60 cuts a term just to 
avoid social contact in 
classes. Yes, I have a sign 
on my door that says “En-
ter on pain of death”; 
yes, I moved all of my 
roomate’s stuff outside so 
that I could have a single; 
and no, I’ve never attend-
ed a social event, but I 
just don’t see how it is my 
fault I don’t have friends. 
I blame the Weekender.” 

In reference to the 
aforementioned, elusive 
James,  social classmate 
Todd Rotherfield ’20 said, 

“Next time she complains 
to me in first period math, 
or maybe just the next 
time she shows up, I’m 
going to pull up this study 
and roast her. I’ve always 
known it was true — now 
we have proof.”

The exact nature of 
this “extremely profes-
sional and scientifically 
conducted experiment,” 
however, remains myste-
rious. Did they use ideas 
from the Stanford Prison 
Experiment? Or perhaps 
Schrödinger’s cat? Check 
back next week for a full 
update.

RACHEL NEPLOKH

Andover Summer 
Session to Now Include 

A Course on Making 
Your Substitute Teacher 

Cry in Their Car

With the summer 
months on the nonexistent 
horizon of the City of An-
dover, the  Summer Ses-
sion Office has announced 
a new program to teach 
students how to “break 
down teachers and rebuild 
them in your own image.” 
This change in curriculum 
comes after a shocking re-
port that six percent of 
Andover students are in-
terested in attended Sum-
mer Session, and a mere 
2.5 percent have punched a 
police horse.

 The announcement 
read, “For the dedicated 
and lonely students that 
willingly decide to return 
to campus during the long, 
sticky, sticky, summer 
months, we are announc-
ing a hip, new course. The 
course will aim to explore 
how students can reverse 
classroom dynamics and, 
in turn, emotionally crip-
ple teachers. Students will 
target substitute teachers 
and teaching fellows, the 
weaker birds of the flock, 
and also be given shiny 
deputy badges from the 
Dean of Students Office.” 

The course is support-
ed by a passionate group 

of Seniors who believe that 
students should be granted 
the opportunity to display 
and manipulate their new-
found knowledge of Empa-
thy, Balance, and Inclusion 
in a classroom setting.

Josh Ferder  ’20 was 
one of the first to sign up 
for the course. 

Ferder said, “This 
seems like a great oppor-
tunity to channel all of the 
powerlessness I feel in my 
daily life.” 

Josh is known for be-
ing really, really, strange, 
so take that with a grain of 
salt, ok? 

An anonymous trustee 
was gracious enough/pres-
sured to share their views 

on the program: “This sem-
inar will, hopefully, combat 
the dangerously high levels 
of humility Andover stu-
dents are so well known 
for. There, now will you 
please stop showing up to 
my family suppers?” No, 
I most certainly will not, 
Greg. 

The one group few have 
talked to are the teachers 
who will be involved. 

Myra Hoopenfield, 
Substitute Teacher, said, 
“Bring it on. I’ve got an in-
dustrial leaf blower capa-
ble of throwing 150-pound 
brats clear across a football 
field and plenty of inspi-
rational posters to subdue 
them.”

SOPHIA MERAGEAS

See how professional they look? They cannot be incorrect.
Success! Impressive work, students.

Everybody lies on SOTA. We do it, you do it, and, frankly, the rush is worth it.     
This, however, makes it hard to collect data on the questions we want to know the 
answers to. So, this year we chased, restrained, and intimidated over 500 “respon-
dents” in pursuit of the truth. Here are our findings. You’re welcome, world.



May 18, 2018

SPORTS
 Volume CXLI | Number 13

THE BRITISH ARE 
COMING!!!

Boys Extend Winning Streak to Five Games

Andover Boys Lacrosse’s ability 
to keep its momentum and involve 
all the players on the team led the 
team to win both its games on 
Monday, according to Will Kanta-
ros ’18. The team dominated Pom-
fret and Brooks with scores of 18-4 
and 15-5, respectively, to extend 
its win streak to five games. The 
team’s record is now 10-5.

Andover went into its Pomfret 
game hoping to build momentum 
early on despite the uncontrollable 
aspects of the game, according to 
Eugene Yoon ’18.

Yoon wrote in an email to The 
Phillipian, “One of our biggest goals 
was to get our starters to help the 
team produce a big enough lead 
against Pomfret to get our second- 
and third-string players on the 
field. We also knew the weather 
wasn’t going to be ideal and the ref-
erees may not make the best calls, 
so we wanted to be able to thrive 
under adversity. The biggest ques-
tion going into Pomfret was wheth-
er we could find success under not-
so-ideal conditions.”

According to Yoon, Andover 
capitalized on Pomfret’s mistakes 
and outplayed its skilled players, 
which instilled confidence in the 
team’s mental game. 

“Pomfret always comes ready 
to play and had some very talent-
ed poles and middies. Regardless, 
we took advantage of every loose 
ground ball, and we were more 

ready mentally than they were. 
We learned that when we show up 
with a strong mentality, we could 
compete against any team on our 
schedule,” said Yoon.

Undeterred by the quick turn-
around to the Brooks game with-
out having a practice after Pom-
fret, Andover maintained its goals 
to play together and gain a strong 
lead from the beginning. The team 
executed and was able to find its 
identity, according to Kantaros and 
Yoon.

“The team just tried to carry on 
momentum from the Pomfret win, 
and it worked. Pomfret played re-
ally well. We were just clicking. It 
was great. Some of our team goals 
were to score more goals than 
the opponent and get some of the 
bench players involved,” said Kan-
taros.

Yoon said, “We’ve recently been 
having some exceptionally good 
practices, so I think the quick turn-
around to Brooks didn’t phase us at 
all. We sticked to our game plan as 

we did against Pomfret. Our offense 
was on a roll these past few games, 
and defense has been consistent 
all year. I also noticed some under-
classmen rising as leaders on the 
team whether it was by being vocal 
or setting an example on the field 
physically. We played ‘Andover la-
crosse’ for all four quarters against 
Brooks, something we haven’t been 
able to figure out this season.”  

On offense, Andover saw strong 
performances from Zach Geddes 
’18, Colby Gendron ’18, Cormac 

Zachar ’18 and Conor Zachar ’19. 
On defense, the team was led by 
Michael Thompson ’20, Jake Jor-
dan ’20 and Yoon in net.

“Geddes emerged as our team’s 
best feeder, and his unselfishness 
spread to the whole team. Gendron 
and both Cormac and Conor Zach-
ar have been working hard on some 
new moves, because every team 
we play scouts them heavily. They 
were virtually unstoppable during 
Brooks. I’m so proud of their work 
ethic and their willingness to be 
the best. We also decided to put in 
Thompson and Jordan on defense 
the entire game because they’ve 
proved themselves during practice. 
Both had exceptional performanc-
es and showed that our team had 
incredible depth,” said Yoon.

Troy Pollock ’21 added, “We 
just wanted to play together and 
get a team win for both games. We 
peppered the goalie with shots and 
really good team offense. Against 
Brooks, we played a full four quar-
ters and got everyone to play. Gen-
dron and Yoon were both unbeliev-
able in both games.”

Andover hopes to conclude its 
formative season with wins against 
Choate this Saturday, May 19, and 
Exeter the following Saturday, May 
26, on Andover/Exeter Weekend.

Yoon said, “The next two games 
are the biggest ones of the season. 
They are [some] of the few teams 
on our schedule that match us tal-
ent-wise. We’ll need to out-com-
pete them in terms of mental 
strength because the team that 
wants it most will ultimately win 
the game.” 

Kantaros added, “We’ve devel-
oped incredibly since the start of 
the season. With only two games 
left, we’re looking forward to trying 
to end our season on a seven-game 
win streak.” 

ABBY RYAN

BOYSLACROSSE

Andover G1 Defeats Exeter,
Remains Undefeated

GIRLSCREW

PHOEBE BICKS

S.BAHNASY/THEPHILLIPIAN
Jon Krikorian ’21 starts at attack for Andover. He is one of just two starting Juniors, and has scored 17 goals on the 
season.

Andover

Pomfret

18

4

Andover

Brooks

15

5

Andover Beats Hopkins in Double Overtime

In a sudden death over-
time period, Mamie Wilson 
’20 received a cross pass from 
Allyson Ty ’18 and scored the 
winning goal for Andover 
Girls Water Polo on Saturday 
against Hopkins to secure a 7-6 
win. Later that day, the team 
faced off against Deerfield and 
lost 4-6. On Wednesday, An-
dover traveled to Deerfield to 
compete in the play-in for the 
fourth and final spot in the 
NEPSAC championships but 
fell by a score of 5-7. Its record 
now stands at 6-7.

According to Gwen Empie 
’21 and Margot Hutchins ’20, 
the high spirit and energy from 
the girls helped keep them 
fighting for the win against 
Hopkins.

Empie said, “Our team was 
very spirited during the Hop-
kins game because beforehand, 
[Head Coach Dan O’Shea] told 
us that Hopkins needed to beat 
us to move on. And we knew 
that we needed to beat either 
Hopkins or Deerfield to move 
on. So I think the team energy 
was very high, and we all knew 
that it was make it or break it 
at this point so we were excit-
ed, which helped us win.”

“We were working real-
ly hard and had a ton of subs, 
so we stayed really energetic 
throughout the whole game,” 
said Hutchins.

Andover’s improved com-
munication was a factor that 
helped its offense and defense 
to help it defeat Hopkins, ac-
cording to Wilson and Co-Cap-

tain Emma Chatson ’18.
Wilson said, “I think that 

one thing we did really well 
in our Hopkins game was that 
we really upped our commu-
nication and made safe pass-
es, which is something we 
didn’t do very well at the be-
ginning of the season. We also 
had great press defense which 
forced the other team to make 
unsafe passes and helped us 
get steals. And we started us-
ing the “M-Drop” defense as 
we knew their best player typ-
ically played in hole set, and 
this helped us to double cover 
her and to steal the ball when 
it was fed in.”

Chatson said, “I think that 
the team really came together 
during that game because we 
all really wanted to win. Our 
communication was on point, 
our plays on offense were 
working, and our defense was 
really solid. There were points 
during that game when I 
thought we were going to lose, 
but we all carried each other 
through that game and we be-
lieved in each other.”

According to Chatson and 
Hutchins, in preparation for 
the play-ins against Deerfield, 
which was the third time An-
dover has faced them this sea-

son, the girls mostly focused 
on the different aspects of 
playing in hole set, including 
passing and defending.

“To prepare for Deerfield, 
we cleaned up our 6-5 defense 
and offense and we worked on 
our defense and offense for 
hole set, since we would be 
able to get a lot of scoring op-
portunities if we look to hole 
set. Other than that, we fo-
cused on getting really excited 
about the match because since 
we didn’t have the home pool 
advantage, we were getting 
ourselves mentally prepared 
to have to deal with Deerfield’s 
fans and playing in a pool that 
was completely different from 
ours,” said Chatson.

Hutchins said, “We [spent] 
time working on passing into 
the hole set. Mamie was do-
ing a really great job of getting 
open for a shot into goal, but 
we weren’t looking for a pass, 
which definitely meant we 
gave up a ton of shooting op-
portunities.”

Despite its efforts, Andover 
did not end up moving on to 
the NEPSAC Championships. 
The final match against Deer-
field ended its year, concluding 
the season with a 6-7 record.

GIRLSWATERPOLO

HANNAH ZHANG
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Despite its impressive win against Hopkins, Girls Water Polo fell to Deer-
field in the Championship Play-Ins. 

Right off of the starting line, 
Andover’s G1 gained a lead and 
held it through the end of the race, 
according to Co-Captain Sofie 
Brown ’18. G1 cruised past the fin-
ish line, 7.1 seconds ahead of Phil-
lips Exeter Academy, and 27.7 sec-
onds before Tabor. G2, G3, and G4 
, however, all fell to Exeter by 9.6, 
8.8, and 9.0 seconds respectively.

Co-Captain Lila Brady ’18 said, 
“Exeter has always been a big rival, 
and we haven’t beaten them since 
I have been here. We are still un-
defeated and are so excited about 
all of the work we can still put in 
in the next two weeks before NEI-
RAS. We love racing Exeter, they’re 
very competitive and always push 
us to race our best. In the first boat, 
we were rowing very well together 
and feeling very connected.”

Brown added, “We’ve been 
working on getting off the line fast-
est this season and I think that fo-
cus has really improved our racing 
strategy. I was really proud of the 
boat for their composure during 
the first 700 meters of the race 
when Exeter still had contact with 
us. It’s easy to get nervous and rat-
tled when another crew is trying to 
take moves on you and I was very 
proud of the girls for keeping our 
heads in and having faith that our 
race plan would work.”

Every boat on the girls side has 
been working to build up their en-
durance and stamina by rowing 
longer pieces, and previously in-
jured rowers have begun to come 
back, strengthening the depth of 
the entire program, according to 
Brooklyn Wirt ’21. 

Wirt said, “I think that [G3] 
has been getting faster because 
people who were injured in the 
higher boats are starting to come 
back, which means we are getting 
people from G2 moving down to 
G3 because [the boats] don’t have 
room. So those people are defi-
nitely bringing up the speed. So 
this week we had Emily Warren 
’21 who was been in G2 for a while, 
and [she] definitely [made our 
boat] feel faster.” 

No lineup switches were made 
in the G1 boat for Saturday’s race, 
but the new addition of practic-
ing with the boys for the last two 
weeks has pushed the girls to focus 
on using their power effectively, 
according to Brown.

Brown said, “We have also 
been working on making sure that 
when we bring the rate up for our 
sprint our split also drops. We did 
that well in this race also, which is 
very exciting. Going forward this 
week, we want to work on making 
our sprint technically efficient and 
clean, as well as focusing on pow-
er, and finding a way to do that in 
a unified way. We’ve been prac-
ticing with the boys a little for the 
last two weeks, which we all love 
and look forward to and that real-
ly pushes us to focus on using our 
power effectively.”

Brady said, “G2 put out a great 
race and we are very excited about 
what the other boats have shown 
already and how much potential 
there is for every one of us to get 
better, especially since we have so 
many experienced coaches this 
year.”

Girls Crew will face Northfield 
Mount Hermon (NMH) at home 
this Saturday. 

COURTESYOFANDOVERCREW
While G1 beat Exeter, G2, G3, and G4 fell to Exeter by at least 9 seconds. 

Andover

Deerfield
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Andover Defeats Exeter, Falls to Tabor

Andover Boys Crew’s B1 boat 
started out strong and stayed 
within seat lengths of the top 
Phillips Exeter Academy boat for 
the majority of its home dual race 
against Exeter and Tabor last Sat-
urday. In the end, however, the 
boat faltered and earned second 
place, five seconds behind Exeter 
with a time of 4:47 minutes. An-
dover’s B2 boat also earned sec-
ond place in its race, losing to Ex-
eter by 10 seconds with a time of 
4:57 minutes. In the B3 through 
B6 races, Andover earned first 
place, defeating both Exeter and 
Tabor.

The B1 race was still a strong 
performance by Andover in the 
regular season, as the team kept 
in close stride with the Exeter 
boat for the duration of the race, 
according to B1 rower Thomas 
Glover ’18.

“In the B1 race, at least, we 
were pretty close for the majori-
ty of the race. They only were up 
by a little bit — like a few seats — 
but in the last 500 meters or so, 
they had a boat length on us. It 
was pretty close until then, and 
they ended up beating us by five 
seconds, which seems like a lot, 
but in the regular season, the 
mental side of just being down is 
much more of a factor. If we lost 
by five seconds in post season at 
one of our regattas, that would be 
a huge margin, but it was pretty 

close,” said Glover.
In the B2 race, Andover left 

everything it had on the course 
and was proud of its effort but 
still disappointed by the margin 
of the loss, according to B2 cox-
swain Logan McLennan ’19 and 
rower Nick Demetroulakos ’19.

“Exeter is a very fast crew, and 
we planned to have a really good 
start to the race and get ahead, 
but Exeter also had that same 
plan. After we started the race, 
we were pretty even, but as the 
race went on, they were taking 
some length all the way down the 
race course. We fought back at 
the finish of the race, and I think 
it was quite a good finish to a 
race,” said McLennan.

“For us, it was a tough day be-
cause we felt like we raced really 
well, and they still beat us by a 
lot. It was the first race this sea-
son where we were really like, 
‘Maybe they are just better than 
us.’ It wasn’t that any specific 
parts were bad or the conditions, 
it was just that they were a stron-
ger group,” said Demetroulakos. 
“Not that it was a perfect race 
— there were still things that we 
could have done better — but it 
was just tough to come across the 
finish line being like, ‘That was 
good,’ but then find out that we 
lost by like ten seconds… In crew 
that is a lot.”

Despite second place finishes 
in the B1 and B2 races, Andover 
rowed strong races across the 

board and was able to showcase 
the depth of its team, according 
McLennan and Glover.

McLennan said, “The team 
had some very good races. B3 
won and looked really great 
going through the finish line, 
they looked really together. I 
was in the B2 race, and we had 
a good-feeling race. A lot of the 
boats that I was talking to after 
said that the race felt really good, 
but now we need to start increas-
ing the strokes per minute and 
rowing faster in that sense.”

Glover said, “Exeter is always 
one of the powerhouse teams in 
the league, and they have two 
really strong top boats, but they 
didn’t have as much depth as our 
team did, because we won the 
lower boat races. We won B3, B4, 
B5, and B6.”

Heading into Saturday’s regat-
ta, Andover’s time spent using a 
new ergometer system with at-
tachments called “sliders.” Slid-
ers emulate the feeling of rowing 
to a greater extent than regular 
machines. With sliders, the er-
gometer moves back and forth 
rather than the rower themself. 

“[Practicing with sliders] 
makes it easier to bring the stroke 
rate up because you don’t have to 
pull yourself all the way up to the 
front end. You can connect dif-
ferent ergs together on the slid-
ers, so before last week, we were 
connecting four sliders together, 
but [we] have eight now, so you 
can have the entire boat connect-
ed on ergs. On Wednesday, the 
entire first boat spent the entire 
practice on the eight sliders, and 
it helped a lot,” said Glover.

Practicing on rough water has 
also helped prepare the team, 
according to B1 rower Sebastian 
Frankel ’20.

Frankel said, “We had really 
good weather the week leading 
up to the race, so we were kind of 
spoiled. [Our coach] knew where 
the bad water was earlier that 
week, so he took us down there. 
There was a point earlier in the 
week where we were rowing in 
one-foot waves, which is a lot be-
cause the boats are only a couple 
inches off the water.”

Andover will face Northfield 
Mount Hermon at home on Sat-
urday.

BOYSCREW

LINDA BIBEAU

GOLF

Golf Secures Trophy

Andover Varsity Golf held 
off Phillips Exeter Acade-
my and Governor’s to secure 
a match play trophy for the 
first time in many seasons on 
Saturday. However, it lost the 
stroke play tournament, which 
was determined by combining 
the scores of the top 5 players 
on each squad, by a tight two-
stroke margin to Exeter, de-
spite leading by 7 strokes go-
ing into the match. The match 
play part of the competition 
was determined by head-to-
head victories between play-
ers.

Harry Choi ’19 said, “We 
really wanted to win both tro-
phies...We haven’t won any of 
them for a decent amount of 
time, and we had a great op-
portunity this year to reclaim 
both of them. So, I think it re-
ally motivated us to compete 
for them.”

Captain John Witt ’18 add-
ed, “Everybody on the team is 
pretty competitive, so we all 
like to win and in match play 
you go head to head against the 
other guy, so it is always fun to 
come out on top. It’s actually 
real fun, it can get stressful, 
a lot of pressure on certain 
shots, some coming out on top 
is always great. Only one play-
er on our team went undefeat-
ed: Ben Ringer [’18].”

On Saturday, rain and cold 
made the course extremely 
slippery and hard to control, 
and made it hard to establish 
a rhythm, according to Nolan 
Sun ’21.

“It was raining half the 
round. The course wasn’t in 
the best conditions, and it was 
pretty cold, so I couldn’t really 
get my swing to be very consis-
tent, so it was tough to adapt 
to conditions, but at least we 
finished the round,” said Sun.

However, the team stayed 
focused through the tough 
conditions.

Sun said, “I think, in gen-
eral, under the poor weather 
conditions, most of our team 
played to the best of their abil-
ities, and in general, we scored 
pretty well. Even though we 

didn’t win in the end, every-
one played very well.”

“The team stayed together, 
stayed focused, we had some 
good performances who had 
maybe not done the best in the 
past and they stepped. That 
was big for the team. Every-
body grinded it out through 
tough conditions and a diffi-
cult course,” said Witt.

Choi, Witt, and Yeetang 
Kwok ’20 played exceptionally 
well, according to Sun.

He said, “Harry Choi shot 
the best on our team. He’s al-
ways been someone I looked 
up to because he’s a great play-
er and a great person. Some 
of the other top players, like 
John Witt and Yeetang, they 
also shot pretty well, and I was 
very impressed by their play, 
and happy to be on the same 
team as them.”

Going into next year, the 
team looks to take home both 
trophies.

Choi said, “This was our 
last game of the year, so hope-
fully, next year, we will contin-
ue to improve and build on the 
success we had this year. We 
haven’t won the stroke play or 
match play trophies in a de-
cent while, for Exeter fielded 
some very good teams in the 
past. But we finally won one 
of them, so hopefully, we can 
learn from this experience and 
win both of them next year.”

ETHAN WEISSMAN

Boys Lose to 3-Time Champions Exeter

With point-securing spikes 
at the front line from Co-Cap-
tain Isaac Blackburn-Johnson ’18, 
Co-captain Evan Park ’18 and Peter 
Munn ’18, Andover defeated North-
field Mount Hermon (NMH) 3-1 in 
the semifinals of the New England 
Tournament at NMH on Saturday, 
but fell shortly afterward to Phil-
lips Exeter Academy, a three-time 
New England champion team. 

Second-seed Andover was eas-
ily able to come out on top over 
third-seed NMH in first round of 
the four-school tournament, in 
sets of 25-20, 18-25, 25-18, and 25-
13, due to a weak opponent and a 
strong team morale, according to 
Ryan Goggins ’18.

“[NMH was] pretty bad. We 
were also very excited about the 
prospect of winning the tourna-
ment and I think that carried us 
through most of the game. Our 
energy probably petered out in the 
game against Exeter, though, be-
cause they were so closely played 
back to back,” wrote Goggins in a 
message to The Phillipian.

With only 30 minutes between 
its semifinals match against NMH 
and its finals match against Exeter, 
Andover was fatigued by the time 
it had to play its second set against 
Exeter, according to Goggins. By 
contrast, Exeter had nearly two 
hours to rest after defeating Cho-
ate in its own semifinals match. 
Andover enjoyed a strong start to 
the second set, but eventually lost 
its 24-22 lead over Exeter due to 
a combination of low energy and 
dubious calls, according to Goggins 
and Clay Briggs ’19.

“We had a ton of energy in the 
first set [against Exeter] — we were 
super pumped to have won the 
previous game and about the idea 
of winning the tournament… So 
we won the first set, and then the 
second set we were doing well, but 
we started losing energy. Also there 
were a couple questionable calls 
from the referees and at one point 
the scoring got messed up and Ex-

eter received a point for one of our 
won points,” wrote Goggins.

Goggins continued, “We had a 
pretty big lead for a while but they 
caught up and then beat us when it 
was win by two because we missed 
a serve. After that the next two 
games they won by a small and 
then a bigger margin.”

Briggs said, “We beat [Exeter] 
in the first set, which was pretty 
cool, because they are really good. 
The second set was really close. We 
were up for most of it, but towards 
the end, they started to come back. 
We lost the second set. I think 
there were four match points, and 
we lost the other two sets. Beating 
Exeter in the first set was a high-
light; we beat them pretty handily, 
and that was hype.”

It was Andover’s third consec-
utive loss to Exeter this season. 
According to Head Coach Clyfe 
Beckwith, however, Andover has 
improved in each consecutive 
matchup against its rival.

“Our whole season prepared 
for our hope to meeting Exeter in 
the [tournament] finals [last Satur-
day]. Our practices since March fo-
cused on blocking their middle and 
strong side hitters, playing quick 
offense to our middles and our 

strong-side hitters, setting up our 
defense to prevent as many hard-
hit kills from hitting the floor as 
possible. While we were not ready 
for this execution on April 11, our 
first game against Exeter, we had 
made significant progress by May 
2, our second encounter against 
Exeter, to [win a third set against 
Exeter after losing the first two 
sets],” said Beckwith.

On April 11, Andover lost 0-3 to 
Exeter, while on May 2, it scored 
somewhat better with a score of 
1-3, in sets of 20-25, 18-25, 25-22, 
and 15-25. On Saturday, Andover 
lost to Exeter with a score of 1-3, in 
sets of 25-17, 25-27, 20-25, and 15-25.

Despite the loss, Andover 
played some of its best volleyball, 
according to Beckwith.

“In the finals, after beating 
NMH in the semifinals, PAVB 
played some of its best volleyball 
in this coach’s memory of any high 
school match. Indeed, taking a 1-0 
lead against Exeter got the atten-
tion of the entire crowd. Us lead-
ing in the second set against Ex-
eter made every point a dramatic 
event,” said Beckwith.

Andover will host Exeter during 
the Andover/Exeter Day competi-
tions next Saturday.

BOYSVOLLEYBALL

LINDA BIBEAU

COURTESYOFANODOVERCREW
B1 remained close to Exeter throughout the race, though it ultimately lost 
by 5 seconds. 

C.WAGGONER/THEPHILLIPIAN
Isaac Blackburn-Johnson ’18 serves as a co-captain for Boys Volleyball. 

Andover

NMH

3

1

Andover

Exeter

1

3

COURTESYOFANDOVERATHLETICS
John Witt ’18 serves as captain.
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Four Straight Wins for Baseball

Andover beat Deerfield 3-1 
and 2-1 in two consecutive 
games last Saturday, before 
beating St. Sebastian’s 3-1 on 
Monday and Providence Coun-
try Day School 5-2 at home 
on Wednesday. Andover now 
holds an impressive 17-2 record 
heading into the Central New 
England Prep School Baseball 
League (CNEPSBL) champion-
ship tournament this Saturday. 

The doubleheader was 
capped off by a stellar per-
formance by pitcher Anthony 
Redfern ’18 in the second game, 
according to Lucas Stowe ’20 
and Peter Ling ’20.

“The biggest thing in the 
doubleheader against Deer-
field was probably Anthony 
Redfern’s outing. He gave us 
another really great start,” said 
Stowe. “In the second game, he 
actually had a perfect game un-
til the last inning in which he 
let up two hits.” said Stowe.

“Anthony Redfern pitched 
one of the best games I’ve ever 
seen him pitch. He shut every-
one down, nobody was hitting 
him, and he didn’t walk any-
body,” added Ling.

Redfern struck out eleven 
batters while only letting up 
two hits, in a game where An-
dover won off of a walkoff sin-
gle by Kai Marcos ’18.

Andover’s batting was lack-
luster, but the team was able to 
capitalize well on its few hits, 
according to Captain Joe Si-
mourian ’18 and Marcos.

“Offensively, we didn’t get 
too many hits, but we execut-
ed in important situations to 
scratch out runs,” wrote Si-
mourian in an email to The 
Phillipian.

“I think grinding at-bats ul-
timately got us the win,” added 
Marcos. “We were having trou-
ble with the bat in both games, 
so stringing hits and making 
every at bat count gave us the 
edge against Deerfield.” 

Pitching was also a key ele-
ment in Andover’s win over a 
strong St. Sebastian’s team on 
Monday, in addition to a stron-
ger batting game, according to 
Ling and Marcos.

“St. Sebastian’s was proba-
bly one of the best teams we’ve 
faced all year. [...] Their pitch-
ing is fantastic, but I think we 
took care of them, and we did 
everything we needed to do,” 
said Ling. “Jackson Emus ’19 
pitched probably the best game 
he’s pitched all year, and no-
body was able to hit off of him. 
The bats have started to come 
alive, which is important, espe-
cially going into this weekend.”

“Jackson Emus threw a phe-
nomenal game. He has always 
been dominant, but he really 
turned it up midseason,” add-
ed Marcos. “Our game against 
St. [Sebastian’s] was a display 
of that. I think we had good at 
bats and had clutch hits.”

With the championship 
tournament coming up this 
weekend, Andover has been 
preparing and perfecting the 
small details in order to suc-
ceed, according to Stowe.

“We’ve just been trying to 
take care of the little things, 
especially in practice,” said 

Stowe. “This week, we’ve been 
trying not to do too much and 
we have been focusing on one 
thing that we can improve on in 
our individual performances so 
hopefully that will lead every-
one into a good spot going into 
this weekend.”

Ling added, “One thing 
[Coach Kevin Graber] told us 
was to focus on one thing to 
take care of this week. With 
that, we have to just take all 
of the things we have learned 
up to this point and sort of 
combine all of them, focus up, 
make sure that we have every-
thing we want. So for pitchers, 
make sure their arms are good 
and for batters, make sure we 
are feeling good, keeping our 
eye on the ball, and having our 
swings feel good.”

Andover seeks redemption 
after losing in the champion-
ship finals last year, according 
to Stowe.

“You can go up and down 
our roster and there isn’t a sin-
gle person that hasn’t bought 
into what [Coach Graber] 
has been talking about,” said 
Stowe. “Everyone has a similar 
goal, we all just want to win the 
championship, especially after 
last year’s loss. Returning guys 
know what losing in the cham-
pionship feels like, so we’re not 
going to do that again.”

“We are as prepared as we 
can be. At this point in the sea-
son it’s all about identifying our 
weaknesses and improving on 
them,” said Marcos.

The CNEPSBL champion-
ship tournament, which will 
take place at Brown University, 
is scheduled to start on Satur-
day.

BASEBALL

LUCAS KIM

SOFTBALL

No Hits for Deerfield in
14-0 Trouncing

Emma Slibeck ’20 pitched a 
no-hitter in a blowout 11-0 vic-
tory over Deerfield Academy 
on Saturday. Rainy conditions, 
however, forced the cancel-
lation of a scheduled match 
against Lawrence Academy 
later that same day.

“I think we played the best 
softball in the season during 
that game,” said Katie Morris 
’21.

Bad weather didn’t dis-
courage Andover, according to 
Bridget Santos ’21 and Rachel 
Moore ’19.

Santos said, “[The] biggest 
challenge was the weather. It 
was cold and rainy, which was 
not ideal.”

Moore added, “The team 
persevered through the rain 
really well, and there were 
hardly any errors, despite the 
grass being slippery in the out-
field, and the ball getting wet. 
Because of the rain, we were 
really working on getting a se-
cure grip on the ball, as well as 
taking our time to make a good 
throw.”

Andover was able to take 
home a victory thanks to a 
larger player reserve and a 
steady game throughout, ac-

cording to the team.
“They were very low on 

numbers while we had plenty 
of subs,” said Santos.

“There wasn’t one play that 
stood out necessarily, but it 
was more our consistency of 
making the routine plays that 
contributed to our win,” added 
Moore.

Slibeck’s pitching was one 
highlight of the match, how-
ever, holding Deerfield with-
out a single hit throughout the 
game.

Head Coach Lindsay Ma-
roney ’07 said, “Emma Slibeck 
pitched a great game, allow-
ing no hits and striking out 
five over five innings. [She] 
pitched lights out. She was 
totally locked in, hitting her 
spots, and not allowing any 
well hit balls.The defense be-
hind her did the rest.”

“[Slibeck] really came back 
strong from her injury. The 
no-hitter was probably the 
most memorable play in the 
game,” said Jacque Harrington 
’20.

Harrington’s offensive per-
formance was another strong 
point, according to Jordan Pe-
noyer ’18.

“Jacque played very well 
in the last game, leading with 
three hits and two [runs bat-
ted-in],” Penoyer wrote in an 
email to The Phillipian.

Andover will compete in 
the Big East tournament on 
Saturday and Sunday.

TULIO MARCHETTI

S.BAHNASY/THEPHILLIPIAN
Jack Penney ’21 is an infielder for Andover.  He also plays Varsity Basket-
ball in the winter.

Andover

Deerfield (Game 1)

3

1
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Deerfield (Game 2)

2

1
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Deerfield
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0

Andover

Providence

5

2

Andover

St. Sebastian’s 

3

1

M.CALLAHAN/THEPHILLIPIAN
Hannah Cuff ’21 is one of three Juniors on the team. 
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Chase Denholm ’18 Highlights Importance of Sportsmanship 

Andover Boys Tennis Cap-
tain Chase Denholm ’18 leads 
his team not only as its first-
seed singles player but also 
as an inspiration to his team-
mates through his commit-
ment to sportsmanship and 
hard work, according to Adam 
Mofid ’20.

Mofid said, “Chase is real-
ly committed to the team and 
always willing to hit or chat 
after practice. Chase is also 
the team’s number-one singles 
player, which is really great 
to have in a captain because 
I think we all look up to him 
both as a solid player and a 
great person.”

Growing up in a family full 
of tennis players, Denholm 
first held a racket in his hands 
at the young age of five

“I started playing when I 
was really young — probably 
around five years old. My mom 
was a very strong player, so she 
sort of forced a racket into my 
hands, and it seemed to stick 
with me,” wrote Denholm in an 
email to The Phillipian.

Spurred forward by family 
rivalry, Denholm continued to 
play throughout his youth and 
moved on to compete in the 
Junior Circuit.

“I grew up playing with my 

brothers as well, and we were 
all really competitive, so that 
sort of kept the interest alive 
for me until I started play-
ing competitive tournaments 
at the Junior Circuit,” wrote 
Denholm.

Growing up playing a solo 
sport, Denholm has learned to 
appreciate the individual as-
pect of the sport and the some-
times harsh but overall benefi-
cial effect it has had on him as 
an athlete.

Denholm wrote, “What I 
most appreciate about tennis 
is the individual aspect. I think 
having no one else to help you 
during any match helps you 
problem solve a little bit. You 
have to take all of the respon-
sibility for mistakes because 
there is no one to blame, and 
I think I have probably appre-
ciated that more than enjoyed 
it.”

Still, Denholm has enjoyed 
the contrasting experience of 
competing for a team at An-
dover. Like many young ten-
nis players, Denholm grew up 
playing on his own, but after 
playing for Andover for the 
past four years, he has come 
to learn a new side of the sport 
and has recognized the value 
of teamwork.

“Playing tennis for a team 
is very different to how most 

tennis players will be brought 
up playing the sport because — 
although you continue to play 
solo — you can always count 
on support from teammates 
to lighten the mood or stress 
of a match or practice a little. 
The dynamic of a team in this 
sport just makes it a lot more 
fun, and it takes a little bit of 
pressure off in matches know-
ing that it’s not all about you 
anymore; it’s about the overall 
team effort for the win,” wrote 
Denholm.

In addition to his intense 
dedication and immense 
knowledge of the sport, Den-
holm’s clear commitment to 
teamwork and sportsmanship 
make him a particularly strong 
captain and role model for the 
team, according to Mofid.

Mofid said, “Chase is a real-
ly great captain because he is 
such good friends with every-
one on the team both on and 
off the court. Oftentimes, real-
ly good guys off the court are 
not as nice on the court, but 
with Chase, he is a class act 
and great sportsman both on 
and off the court.”

Denholm aims to continue 
providing a source of inspi-
ration and guidance for his 
teammates and to pass on the 
lessons of sportsmanship and 
teamwork that have been in-

stilled in him throughout his 
own experience on the team.

“I think my role as captain 
on this team is more about 
displaying the structure and 
groundwork for how we play 
and how we maintain our 
sportsmanship because we 
have a very young team, and I 
think it is my responsibility to 
instill the culture I have ex-
perienced during my time on 
this team towards them. I hope 
they continue to practice good 
sportsmanship as they develop 
their games and character on 
court,” Denholm wrote.

After suffering a quadriceps 
injury, Denholm was unable to 
play for a large portion of the 
season. While Denholm’s in-
jury may have kept him from 
competing, it did not diminish 
his presence as a leader and 
role model on the team, ac-
cording to Mofid.

“Despite being sidelined 
due to a quad injury for a good 
part of the season, Chase has 
been there for everyone on the 
team, whether it be getting 
their mood up or helping them 
push through a tough third 
set,” said Mofid.

Denholm is eager to get back 
on the court and compete, and 
looks to finish the season off 
strong, striving to help the 
team snag a winning title in 

the upcoming championships.
Denholm wrote, “As the sea-

son comes to a close, I hope we 
can nudge out a championship, 
as we have a strong team this 
year and definitely have the 
depth to do some damage in 
playoffs. Unfortunately, it has 
been a season plagued with 
injuries for me, so I am most 
excited just to get back into 
match play, helping the team 
in our last few games.”

JULIET GILDEHAUS

Captain Feature

Nash Johnson ’21 Brings Decade of Experience to Andover Tennis

Beginning tennis after seeing his 
brother play, Nash Johnson ’20 has 
fostered his love for the sport over the 
last ten years. Johnson began playing 
tennis when he was around five years 
old, but became more serious about 
the sport when he was around eight 
or nine and he began playing in clubs 
around New York City and travelling 
to tournaments. 

Johnson began playing in small-
er tournaments in the area and soon 

earned sectional and national rank-
ings. Johnson continued to develop 
his skills by playing at different clubs 
and in Spain over the last few sum-
mers and earned a place on the An-
dover Varsity team as a Junior. John-
son’s skill and dedication has earned 
him the title of The Phillipian’s Ath-
lete of the Week.

Who is your greatest inspira-
tion?

I’d say probably my original 
coach, Gilad Bloom. He was my 
massive start to tennis where he in-
troduced me to the sport, showed 
me all the technique. Really tennis 
is all the fine points just surround-
ing the base technique and he real-
ly taught me how to play. Basically, 
when I started, it was a bunch of Is-
raeli coaches who I loved including 
Ravid Hazi and Harel Srugo. They 
would wake up early and play with 
me before school from 5:30 a.m 
to 6:30 a.m when I was in middle 
school and they really influenced 
me because they really believed in 
me and this belief in me drove me 
and this love for me pushed me for-
ward. That crew of coaches who 
changed throughout time really got 

me to love the game.

What is your pre-game ritual?

I’d say pre-game there’s a lot of 
things I do. It’s usually relaxing with 
the team if I am at a team tourna-
ment, listening to music, playing 
games, eating some light snacks and 
drinking water or whatever, some 
light refreshments to get me ready 
for the match. For individual tour-
naments I’ll mostly just sit in my car 
and listen to music and I’ll do some 
sort of warmup once I get there in 
both instances, in both the team and 
the individual tournaments, where 
I’ll stretch out and relax and try to 
center my focus for an upcoming 
match.

What has tennis taught you?

I think the sport has taught me a 
bunch of lessons about self control, 
focus, and patience because all three 
are very important in the game 
where it really shows your maturity 
and self- control where you have to 
control your emotions unless you 
want to embarrass yourself which is 
something I struggled with a lot as a 
kid, where I would get angry when 

I missed shots and hit my racquet. 
And then I basically realized that 
this was embarrassing to my repu-
tation and this helped me mature 
outside of tennis as well, where you 
shouldn’t be showing your emotion 
in public where you’d embarrass 
yourself. And also the focus part 
helped me know that if I focused on 
one thing and worked at it I know I 
would get better at it and improve. 
That’s something that has helped 
me in my school work and extra-
curriculars as well, putting focus 
into things will help them improve 
and just putting time into things will 
make me enjoy them more as well 
and then also the patience aspect. 
In a game of tennis there’s a lot of 
times that you want to pull the trig-
ger but you have to wait for a shot or 
you’ll have to play out the point and 
you have to wait for the punchline 
basically. This has taught me a lot 
outside of tennis as well where you 
don’t always have to jump the gun 
and just being patient can really pay 
its dividends. 

What are your strengths as a 
player?

I’d say my strengths as a player 

are just being very crafty and devi-
ous just in general. I switch up my 
strokes a lot, I use a lot of slice, and 
my serve has a lot of different vari-
ations where I can slice, I can use 
kick serves, I can get some prona-
tion as well. I really just try to make 
my opponent as uncomfortable as 
possible mentally and with their 
shots. I’d say also my mental game is 
also pretty strong.

What is your favorite thing 
about tennis?

I just think tennis is such a great 
sport because you can play it forev-
er basically. Where a lot of sports 
as you age you become less nimble 
and your body will start to age as 
well and you will be less active to 
do many things. I think tennis is 
something that can stick with you 
through old age and it’s a really good 
skill to have in general. I also love 
tennis because I just like the tennis 
aspects of life that it puts together 
like I talked about before, like the 
patience aspect, the mental game, 
and just the athleticism. 

v

GIGI GLOVER

Athlete of the Week

K.YOUNG/THEPHILLIPIAN

Johnson began playing tennis 
around the age of 5. 

K.AALTO/THEPHILLIPIAN
Despite a quad injury, Denholm 
continues to inspire teammates, 
according to Adam Mofid ’20.

BOYSTENNIS

Undefeated Girls Crew Team Set to Race in Henley Royal Regatta

With just a week left in the 
regular season, Andover Girls 
Crew has set itself up for suc-
cess at the New England Inter-
scholastic Rowing Association 
(NEIRA) Championships and 
the Henley Royal Regatta. The 
team has earned an undefeated 
record and looks to continue this 
success in England.

The last time the team com-
peted at Henley was in 2015. The 
team brought both a four and 
eight-person shell. Each boat 
made it to the semifinals of the 
Regatta. Unfortunately, the four 
had to stop during the semi-final 
race as Co-Captain Lila Brady 
’18, a Junior at the time, had her-
niated a disc. Among the rowers 
in 2015 were current Co-Cap-
tains Brady and Sofie Brown ’18. 
Brady and Brown had both only 
started to row at the beginning of 
the 2015 season. 

According to Brown and 
Brady, one of the most special 
parts of the experience at Henley 
was to be in such close proximity 
to many professional rowers and 
collegiate athletes. 

Brown said, “I think the cool-
est part of the experience at least 
for me was just being able to see 
adult rowers of all levels and all 
skills. That was probably one of 
the most inspiring thing because 
I [had] never seen that many 
strong tall powerful athletic 
women in one place, like every-
where you would go in town ev-
erybody was a rower.”

Brady added, “I think one of 
the biggest things I took away 

from Henley was a huge ap-
preciation for the sport. It was 
something I started only three 
months before, but when you are 
there with all the Olympic row-
ers and you are crossing paths at 
Starbucks with the national team 
girls and the best college rowers. 
The way they love what they do 
and they’re so good and so into, it 
was really really cool to be a part 
of. I think it definitely brought 
the team together a lot.”

The atmosphere was very 
competitive, but the team en-
joyed just taking part in such a 
prestigious regatta, according to 
Brown and Olivia Brokaw ’18.

Brown said, “It’s a very tense 
atmosphere and it is very offi-
cial and very professional. It is 

probably the biggest Regatta in 
the world. It is a very intense ex-
perience, but it is also a very fun 
experience. I remember being 
really really nervous but also re-
ally really excited. I think those 
are some of the most fun races 
I’ve had.”

Brokaw added, “The compe-
tition is typically really strong. 
There are a lot of teams there 
that dominate Henley typical-
ly. I think Headington is pretty 
strong, so it definitely will be 
a challenge once we head over 
there competing with some of 
the English teams.”

The regatta is organized such 
that each race is a dual race be-
tween two teams. The different 
teams are organized into a large 

tournament bracket according to 
each division. According to Bro-
kaw, there is a timed trial to qual-
ify for the main bracket.

The team has been discussing 
going to Henley since last sea-
son, when the G1 boat won the 
gold medal at NEIRAs. Accord-
ing to Brown, the greatest push 
for going to England came from 
the rowers, and their continued 
success convinced the coaches it 
would be a worthwhile endeavor. 

Ina Li ’19 said, “Our coaches 
have been thinking about this for 
a really long time and they talked 
about it to us at the beginning of 
the year. I think the performance 
over the course of the term has 
definitely showed that it would 
be a good decision to send us this 
year. I think G1 is undefeated 
right now which is amazing es-
pecially since Kent is usually one 
of our biggest competitors lost to 
our G1 this year. They decided 
to bring some of  the G2 later. I 
think that was also based on her 
decision to bring some people 
in four this year as a developing 
crew.”

The team will bring 14 rowers 
and two coxswains to the regat-
ta. While only 12 rowers would 
be allowed to compete, the team 
is bringing two supplementary 
rowers in case of injury.

The rowers in the eight will be 
from the Andover G1 boat, while 
the rowers in the developmental 
four will be from the G2 boat. 
In addition to G1’s success this 
season, G2 has also been enjoy-
ing victories and demonstrating 
skill, according to Ora Cullen ’19 
and Claire Brady ’20.

Cullen said, “We’re really 

good at starts and the first piece 
of the race. We have also been 
working a lot on our sprints and 
if we are a little bit behind we can 
walk through the boat at the end 
of the race and win it. Obviously 
everything else is strong as well 
but we are known for our starts.”

C. Brady said, “Technique 
wise we have been having some 
challenges so that has been what 
we are focusing on now building 
towards the end of the season 
but I think it’s more about our 
strength as a team, our physical 
strength. There are a lot of expe-
rienced rowers in the boat who 
have spent more time rowing.”

The team has been working 
hard and pushing itself hard in 
order to obtain the desired re-
sults, according to C. Brady.

C. Brady said, “I think we have 
a super positive and encourag-
ing boat atmosphere [and] envi-
ronment we all push each other 
pretty hard But in an encourag-
ing way so I think that makes us 
all a lot better and everyone is 
really excited and dedicated so 
that’s a really awesome. every-
one is putting all their energy 
into the boat.”

After graduation, the team 
will remain in Andover and train 
on the Merrimack for two weeks 
before departing for England on 
June 15. The team will then train 
on the Henley course for a week 
and adjust to the new timezone.

Li said, “I think we are going 
to do really well. I know the four 
is going mostly for experience 
but I think the G1 is really going 
to kill it. They have a lot of po-
tential to do well.”

GIGI GLOVER

GIRLSCREW - RACE PREVIEW

COURTESY OF RODDY SCHEER

In July, fourteen rowers and two coxswains from Girls Crew will travel to 
England to race one boat of eight and one boat of four. The team will train 
on the Henley course for a full week leading up to the competition.



May 18, 2018 T h e  P h i l l i p i a n SportS B5

Girls Varsity Tennis secured a 
first place finish at Kent’s DeVilla-
franca Invitational for the fifth year 
in a row last Saturday. The team tri-
umphed in both the first seed dou-
bles bracket and the second seed 
doubles bracket to take home the 
winning plate of the tournament. 
The team also hosted Thayer at 
home on Wednesday, ensuring its 
second undefeated season in the 
same amount of years with an 8-1 
win.

Hosted annually by Kent, the 
DeVillafranca tournament in-
cludes two singles draws and one 
doubles draw. Each draw includes 
two pools of round-robin play with 
semifinals and finals matches re-
served for the top four schools.

Because of the tournament’s 
format, only four members of each 
team attend––the top two singles 
players and the top doubles pair. 
For Andover, this included first sin-
gles seed Reimi Kusaka ’21, second 
singles seed Katherine Hu ’19, and 
first doubles seeds Lauren Fanning 
’19 and Co-Captain Amy Ji ’18.

However, due to unfortunate 
weather conditions and limited 
indoor space, the tournament’s 
formatting was altered so that the 
first and second seed singles play-
ers were paired up to compete in 
the doubles bracket, according to 
Kusaka.

“Usually at the Kent Tourna-
ment, the first and second seed 
singles and first doubles partic-
ipate. However, due to the rainy 
weather, the first and second seed 
singles were paired to play doubles 
instead. Therefore, Katherine and I 
played doubles instead of singles,” 
said Kusaka.

Despite the unforeseen change 
in the tournament’s structure, An-
dover was still able to put up an 
incredibly strong performance 
by staying composed and focused 
throughout each and every match, 
according to Fanning.

“The team did well staying 
mentally focused throughout the 
whole day. Six matches in a row 

can be draining, but through stay-
ing focused we were able to keep 
our play consistent and our stami-
na up,” said Fanning.

Although Andover suffered a 
single loss throughout the tourna-
ment in one of Kusaka and Hu’s six 
matches, it looked past its mistakes, 
utilizing the deficit as an opportu-
nity to improve its game for the 
rest of the tournament, according 
to Kusaka.

“While Amy and Lauren were 
undefeated, Katherine and I lost 
one match throughout the whole 
tournament. We were both ner-
vous and we were both affected by 
each other’s emotions throughout 
the match. However, after reflect-
ing on our mistakes and receiving 
encouragement from the team, 
we were able to win every other 
match,” Kusaka said.

The tournament was not only a 
great opportunity to compete and 

improve for Andover, but also a 
great chance for the team to bond 
and hang out over the weekend, ac-
cording to Kusaka.

She said, “Although playing in 
the tournament was so much fun, 
I really enjoyed staying at the hotel 
with my teammates the night be-
fore. I believe our friendship and 
bond became stronger and it is a 
night I will never forget.”

The team’s match on Wednes-
day lead to another strong perfor-
mance by Andover, according to 
Hannah Zhang ’21.

“I think in general, a lot of the 
girls were able to stay consistent 
and keep up their own level of play 
[on Wednesday],” Zhang said.

The team heads into this week-
end eager to defend its title as 
NEPSAC Champions in the NEP-
SAC Championship Tournament 
this Saturday and Sunday.

Boys Tennis Defeats Brooks and Choate

Andover secured two wins 
this week, with a 6-1 victory 
against Brooks and a 4-3 vic-
tory against Choate. Its record 
now stands at 8-2.

Hayden Gura ’20 cites hav-
ing a home audience as one 
of the highlights of Friday’s 
match against Brooks. 

Nash Johnson ’20 said, 
“Overall we played very strong 
matches. We won our doubles 
point and the rest of our team 
cleaned up for singles. It was 
late in the afternoon but it was 
very nice conditions and it was 
very light out. It was a nice 
Brooks team and good compe-
tition we had.”

On Saturday, the team trav-
elled to Choate where poor 
conditions forced the team 
to play indoors, which gave 
Choate an advantage. Andover 
was quick to adjust to the new 
courts, according to Aiden 
Burt ’21 and Johnson.

Burt said in an email to The 
Phillipian, “From a technical 
perspective, our team did an 
impressive job adjusting to the 
very fast Choate indoor courts. 
Their indoor courts were 
much faster than we were used 
to, but we were able to mini-
mize the home court advan-
tage Choate had and come out 
playing our best tennis.”

Johnson added, “The sur-
faces were really tricky to fig-
ure out because the ball slide 
and serves were very difficult 
to return so obviously they had 
the advantage there because 
they knew the courts well and 
they practice there when it 
rains just like we have the ad-
vantage in the Snyder Center. I 
think we really overcame that 
in our each individual singles 
matches and we each played 
very close matches win or 
loss.”

Choate posed a great chal-
lenge as its lineup has not 
changed since last year, when 
Andover and Choate each won 

one match. Andover has grad-
uated its first seed since last 
year and the new team has 
many underclassman players.

Gura said, “Choate’s team 
is very good. We played them 
last year and we beat them 
once and lost to them once. 
We’ve had Seniors graduate so 
our team has gotten not worse 
but [it’s] a newer team so it 
has changed a lot but for their 
team they have the same play-
ers that have just gotten older 
because nobody has graduat-
ed so it is tough to play a team 
that you lost to last year but we 
also had our best player gradu-
ate. They’re a very good team 
so I am happy that we won that 
match.”

According to Gura, the team 
was very supportive of each 
other while away at Choate.

Gura said, “I think we did 
a good job of supporting each 
other because you could see 
that Hudson Elegant [’21] 
when he clinched the match 
against Choate and me I 
had two really long matches 
against two really good kids 
so it was really nice to see ev-
eryone supporting each other 
throughout all the matches. 
Everybody played consistently 
and I think we are stepping up 
our game.”

BOYSTENNIS

GIGI GLOVER

GIRLSTENNIS

Girls Win Kent Invitational 
for 5th Consecutive Year

JULIET GILDEHAUS
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Hudson Elegant ’21, the seventh seed singles player for Andover, won the 
decisive match against Choate, securing Andover’s 4-3 victory.
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Lauren Fanning ’19 played first doubles with Co-Captain Amy Ji ’18 in the 
Kent School’s DeVillafranca Invitational. 

CYCLING

Girls Win NERC League

Andover traveled to Loudon 
Speedway in New Hampshire 
to participate in the 2018 New 
England Road Cycling (NERC) 
League Championships, its 
last official race of the season, 
bringing successful performanc-
es from six Andover cyclists 
who were chosen to race. Other 
schools represented in this race 
include Portsmouth High School, 
Phillips Exeter Academy, Gould 
Academy, Kents Hill, and Proctor 
Academy. Andover placed third 
in the NERC League this season. 

In the Girls A Race, Jess Wang 
’18 had a third place finish, Grace 
Hitchcock ’20 placed sixth, and 
Elizabeth Holubiak placed 12th 
with times of 34:08, 35:59, and 
36:42 respectively. With these 
performances, Andover achieved 
a victory in the Girls A Division 
of the NERC League. Individual-
ly, Wang placed first in the Girls 
A ranking this season with 486 
points followed by Hitchcock in 
second with 408 points.

Wang said, “Being first in the 
league is a great feeling, but it felt 
even better to bring home a cate-
gory win for the girls. At the end 
of the day, what I care about most 
is spending good moments with 
the team and having fun with the 
sport while putting in the hard 
work.”

In the Boys A Race, Anthony 
Minickiello ’20 finished 10th and 
Isaac Newell ’18 finished 12th 
with times of 33:08 and 33:41 
respectively. In the Boys B Race, 
Floyd Greenwood ’19 finished 
eighth with a time of 29:12, and 
Ruide Wang ’18 finished 14th 
with a time of 31:49. In the Boys 
C Race, Jacob Buehler ’19 placed 
fourth with a time of 23:08. An-
dover’s performances this season 
earned the team an eighth place 
finish in the Boys A division, sev-
enth in Boys B, and fifth in Boys 
C. 

Each lap around the circuit 
was one mile. Boys A raced 12 
laps, Boys B raced 10 laps, Boys C 
raced 8 laps, and Girls A raced 11 
laps.

According to Wang, the team 
has been undergoing a wide 
range of practices for last week 
including lengthy rides to build 
up endurance, tempo pieces on 
specific intervals to build speed, 
and executing hill workouts as a 
simulation of the race. 

Wang said, “We’ve been doing 
a whole range of practices, from 
long endurance rides 30 miles 
long to rides focused more on 
tempo and intervals. The terrain 
around Andover is really hilly, so 
we get a hill workout every time 
we ride. It also preps us for the 
races, which tend to have one or 
two major hills.”

According to Minickiello, the 
team has not only been practicing 

with great depth and breadth, but 
has also been adjusting the prac-
tices to each participant in the 
race to be at the best condition 
for the race. 

Minickello wrote in an email 
to The Phillipian, “We’ve been 
doing mostly easier practices 
as the championship meet ap-
proaches… I have stopped going 
for runs after practice too to rest 
my legs even more. I have been 
doing foam rolling sessions and 
been recovering [in preparation 
for this race].”

According to Minickiello, 
even though the race was held at 
a circuit that Andover had pre-
viously raced in, the course sur-
prised many cyclists with its un-
expected turns. 

Minickiello wrote, “The 
highlight of today’s race was the 
course and race format that had 
only one race running at a time.  It 
was a one mile course with some 
very technical turns that we hav-
en’t seen much of this year.  The 
course allowed for great viewing 
and the opportunity to cheer as 
you saw the riders pass by 10-12 
times which allowed for us to re-
ally cheer each other on which 
hasn’t been the case in most races 
this year as we are usually racing 
at the same time”

According to Hitchcock, the 
brevity of the overall race of 11.5 
miles made it challenging, as she 
stayed resilient and stuck with 
the front pack. 

Hitchcock wrote, “This race 
was a little bit more difficult than 
the previous ones because it was 
much shorter — only 11.5 miles 
and additionally the pack didn’t 
spread out as much. so everyone 
was pretty competitive for the 
whole race as opposed to work-
ing together. Ultimately I took 
sixth place, losing the sprint up 
the final hill, so for me personally, 
I feel like the race could’ve been 
better in several ways, but over-
all it was a solid finish to a great 
season, and great for the team as 
well.”

Newell wrote, “[As] a captain 
I definitely tried to focus more 
on leading and encouraging my 
teammates than on my own race 
results. Jess and I worked really 
well together, complementing 
each other’s leadership styles. 
By the end of the season we’ve 
accomplished a lot as a team and 
have achieved a very supportive, 
close-knit atmosphere. I think 
that kind of supportive atmo-
sphere makes us all inspired to 
work hard to achieve the best re-
sults we can.”

Wang wrote, “This season has 
been a wild ride, but I feel es-
pecially lucky to have had such 
great competitors in the league. 
My teammates worked so hard, 
and I’m so thankful to have had 
them by my side.”

Andover will face Exeter for 
an unofficial race next week.

RIKU TANAKA
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Elizabeth Holubiak placed 12th with a time of 36:42 minutes. 



B6 SportS T h e  P h i l l i p i a n May 18, 2018

Co-Captain Lauren Lee ’18 Creates Inclusive Environment

With 13 years of tennis expe-
rience, Co-Captain Lauren Lee 
’18 has led Andover Girls Ten-
nis in her fourth and final year 
on the team. 

When she was younger, 
Lee’s parents encouraged her 
to engage in a variety of differ-
ent activities; tennis, however, 
was the only activity Lee pur-
sued further.

Lee said, “Growing up, I did 
a number of random activities. 
I played soccer, tennis, dance, 
and [sang]. I used to ice skate. 
I think my parents wanted to 
expose me to a huge variety 
of activities. My older cousins 
played tennis and so a I was 
constantly surrounded by the 
aspects of the game of tennis. 

So I stuck with it.”
When Lee arrived at An-

dover, however, she was not 
sure if she would continue to 
play; her teammates’ kindness 
pushed her to continue playing 
the sport. 

“Coming to Andover I was 
not sure how much I would 
commit to playing tennis here, 
but when I stepped on cam-
pus it became one of the big-
gest communities and support 
groups I had here,” said Lee.

Lee and her fellow Co-Cap-
tain Amy Ji ’18 have tried rec-
reate this strong team dynamic 
as co-captains this year.

Ji said, “I feel like the team 
dynamic this year is very dif-
ferent from last year. Both me 
and Lauren make and effort 
to feel like a team. Last year it 
did not really feel like that, to 
be honest. We are very friend-
ly with all the players and very 
close with them. It’s not like 
we just play tennis together for 
an hour or two a day, but we 
talk and genuinely care about 
everyone on the team.”

Lee added, “I think there are 
many layers to being a co-cap-
tain. Part of it is just being that 
older figure for a lot of the 
younger girls on the team. Giv-
en that the team is only nine 
girls, being that person that 
anyone can come talk to when 
they want to and being that 
source of support when may-
be the coaches can’t be there. 
I also think it is important to 
find ways to unite the team on 
court during matches, being 
super encouraging, and bring-
ing all the food are all import-

ant aspects of being a co-cap-
tain.”

Charlotte Welch ’18 said, 
“Lauren is very cognizant of in-
cluding everyone on the team. 
One of her biggest strengths 
is inclusivity and making sure 
everyone feels super comfort-
able on and off the court. She 
is always making sure that ev-
eryone feels good and wants to 
be there.”

Lee said, “I think a lot of it 
comes down to team dynam-
ics and atmosphere because it 
is considered more of a team 
sport than outside of a board-
ing school setting. Whether 
it is finding ways to get girls 
pumped about different match-
es and to really have that ener-
gy for matches because a lot of 
times that can really affect how 
a match gets played out. One 
of our toughest matches this 
season was against Hotchkiss 
which we won really closely, 
five to four. A lot of it came 
down to how mentally excited 
and motivated the girls were 
to push back and win given a 
lot of them were down in their 
matches. Having that kind of 
energy has been a really huge 
help to the team this year.”

Lee has also been especially 
encouraging to younger play-
ers, according to Welch.

Welch said, “[Lee] has been 
a super great leader and friend 
on the team. It is always super 
fun to hang out with on and off 
the court. She always brings 
a lot of energy. She is a really 
good role model to myself and 
the younger girls on the team 
especially. It has been really 

fun to see her succeed and lead 
the team so well.”

“I would say that younger 
players should trust that you 
will find a great community of 
people no matter what team 
you find yourself on. It will be 
fun and you will be rewarded,” 
said Lee.

According to Reimi Kusaka 
’21, she has been directly im-
pacted by Lee this season. 

Kusaka said, “Lauren is so 
generous both on and off the 
court. From asking how my 
day was to acknowledging each 
other on the path, she always 
finds a way to make my day 
brighter.”

Kusaka added that Lee was 
one of the main reasons she 
came to Andover as well as 
someone that has helped her 
settle in at Andover.

“I knew Lauren before I even 
applied to [Andover] through 
her younger sister. Because of 
her welcoming personality and 
kindness, she was one of the 
reasons why I even applied. 
I remember during tryouts, I 
was constantly freaking out 
about if I can make it on the 
team. I am thankful that she 
was there to reassure me. I am 
extremely thankful for having 
her as my captain and amazing 
friend,” said Kusaka.

The energy that Lee brings 
and the leadership skills 
that she possesses have been 
praised by many of her team-
mates.

“I think her leadership skills 
are super good. She is also 
very low-key about them. She 
is not obnoxious or obvious 

about how she leads the team. 
It’s very subtle, but everyone 
knows what a great presence 
she brings and how much she 
impacts the team dynamic. I 
am very impressed with how 
subtle her intentions are. But 
everyone knows that they are 
so there and so clear, which 
has been such a good way to 
lead a small and tight group,” 
said Welch.

Ji added, “She is very ener-
getic and brings this very good 
energy to the team and prac-
tice. She helps us organize hair 
accessories for matches and 
really helps take care of the 
younger kids and make them 
feel very comfortable and in-
cluded on the team.”

According to Lee, being 
co-captain has been an excit-
ing experience, whether it be 
the helping out her teammates 
or just playing the game she 
loves.

“It has been really fun to be 
a co-captain given I’ve been 
on the team for four years and 
having that be the culmination 
of my time playing tennis at 
Andover. Being able to share 
my wisdom and experiences, 
as well as different experienc-
es and setbacks I had to the 
incoming Juniors, Lowers, and 
Uppers on the team. That has 
just been a really special ex-
perience to be part of. Having 
it Senior Spring in my last few 
months at Andover and being 
on a team with girls that I’ve 
gotten close to has been super 
rewarding,” said Lee. 

ANDREW COHEN

Captain Feature

Co-Captain Amy Ji ’18 Prioritizes Team Ponding

Hailing from Toronto, ON., 
Amy Ji ’18 leads Andover Girls 
Tennis with high energy. Ji 
plays third seed for singles and 
first seed for doubles this sea-
son. 

According to Ji, her tennis 
career began when she was 
just five years old. 

Ji said, “I started playing 
tennis because my brother 
started playing tennis. It was 
like, ‘Oh you’re brother’s doing 
this so you should do this too.’ 
I think I started playing tennis 
[something] like 12 years ago. 
It’s been a long time.”

According to Ji, her favorite 
part of Andover Girls Tennis is 
having the opportunity to be a 
part of a team.

Ji said, “I really like be-
ing on the team. Playing team 
tennis is very fun and it’s just 
really supportive since you’re 
fighting for someone. When 
you’re playing by yourself, it is 
very boring but on a team it’s 
so much more fun.”

According to her teammates, 
Ji leads with a contagiously 
positive energy.

Reimi Kusaka ’21 said, “Amy 
is one of the most cheerful 
and joyful people I have ever 

met, both on and off the court. 
She pervades happiness to 
the team and makes sure that 
each member leaves practice 
in a better mood than when we 
started. Amy always manages 
to put a smile on people’s fac-
es.”

Charlotte Welch ’18 said, 
“Amy brings great energy to 
practice every day. She is al-
ways excited to be there, and it 
makes everyone else more en-
ergetic and lively.”

Rhea Bhandari ’19 added, 
“Amy brings a lot of encour-
agement to the team. She nev-
er stops believing in any of us 
even when we’re down in a 
match. She always has a posi-
tive attitude on court which is 
reflected in all of us.”

According to Kusaka, Ji is 
always there to help her team-
mates during any hardships, 
whether it be on or off the ten-
nis courts.

Kusaka said, “If I was in any 
difficult situation, she would 
be someone I would go to im-
mediately. [...] I will never for-
get the time when I was upset 
and she never left my side. In-
stead, she wiped my tears and 
never left without seeing me 
smile.”

Bhandari said, “Even when 
she’s tired and has had a long 

day, [Ji] always greets all of us 
with a smile and hug which is a 
great way to start practice. She 
also encourages bonding ac-
tivities which brings our team 
much closer.”

According to her team-
mates, Ji serves as a role model 
to her teammates by displaying 
immense hard work, persever-
ance, and confidence in each 
practice and match.

Bhandari continued, “Amy 
is really hardworking. She al-
ways wants to push herself 
to be better and she does the 
same for the team. This really 
motivates us and has helped us 
win a lot of our matches. [...] 
She has helped the me and the 
team to improve by having a lot 
of confidence in each of us, and 
in herself. As a captain, she is 
a role model for the team and 
we all look up and admire her 
optimistic and cheerful vibe. I 
love having Amy as our captain 
because she is always enthusi-
astic and brings her A-game no 
matter what.”

Kusaka said, “I have always 
looked up to Amy since the 
beginning of the season. I ad-
mired her ability to brighten 
everyone’s day and remind 
others that everything will be 
alright. [...] Whether it means 
she has to cheer for her team-

mates across multiple courts 
or bring up hilarious jokes 
during inappropriate times, 
she would [do] anything that 
she can to make us happy. I 
think that is what makes her 
not only a good captain, but a 
great person overall.”

Kusaka continued, “I love 
having Amy as my captain for 
so many reasons. In addition 
to her generosity, she is the 
strongest person I have ever 
met. She always motivates me 
to do my best both on the court 
and in class.”

Welch added, “[Ji] has in-
credible tenacity on the court, 
and is very quick. She is a great 
captain because she knows 
when to be serious and when 
to have fun. Everyone loves her 
laugh and fun energy.”

Ji has been able to help es-
tablish close relationships 
with everyone on the team.

Kusaka said, “I think of [Ji] 
as the big sister I never had. I 
am so grateful to call her my 
teammate, my inspiration, and 
my close friend.”

Ji said, “I think what’s really 
special about the team this sea-
son is that even though [tennis 
is] a competitive sport, we’re 
all very close with each other. 
I feel like the team dynamic is 
very different from last year. 

We’re not just tennis players 
who are on a team together 
and play together, but we’re all 
really close friends and like [a] 
family.”

Ji will lead Andover in the 
New England Championships 
alongside Co-Captain Lauren 
Lee ’18 this coming Sunday.

CHELSEA CHO

Captain Feature

Charlotte Welch ’18 Brings Energy and Prowess to GVT

With multiple years of expe-
rience, Charlotte Welch ’18 has 
proven to be a valuable mem-
ber of the Andover Girls Varsity 

A Tennis team since her Junior 
Year. Welch is also a part of An-
dover’s Varsity Hockey and Var-
sity Field Hockey teams.

According to Co-Captains 
Lauren Lee ’18 and Amy Ji ’18, 
Welch demonstrates not only 
speed and skill but also spirit and 
teamwork.

Lee said, “I’ve been on the 
team with Charlotte for the past 
four years. If you know her, you’ll 
get it when I say she has this qui-
et but positive strong willed de-
meanor. Both in her athleticism 
and attitude, she’s been a great 
asset to the team.”

Ji added, “Char is a great team 
player. She’s super friendly with 
everyone and all the girls love her. 
She always brings good energy to 
practice and games. Not to men-
tion she’s a great player, awesome 
footwork, super fast and consis-
tent.”

Welch’s athleticism and enthu-
siasm both on and off the court 
have earned her the accolade of 
The Phillipian’s Athlete of the 
Week.

When and how did you start 
playing tennis?

I started playing around when 
I was five. All my older siblings 
played a lot, and my parents, so 
it was more of a family sport that 
we all played together. We had a 
really good family friend who 
taught myself and my four sib-
lings for a while, mostly ending 
when I was around ten or some-
thing, but he was super foun-
dational. I picked it up again 
when coming to Andover since I 
hadn’t played for a while. But I 
played a lot when I was young-
er so it wasn’t too bad. The team 
and [Head] Coach [Deborah] 
Chase definitely helped me im-
prove so much through my four 
years here.

What do you like most 
about tennis?

I like how you can correct 
yourself in the moment and after 
you hit a bad shot you can figure 
out why you did and get back in 
the next point in contrast to oth-
er sports, where it’s like a one-

and- done kind of thing.

Do you prefer doubles or 
singles and why?

I prefer doubles because I like 
being at the net better and vol-
leying. I also really like playing 
with a partner. It’s nice not to be 
alone on the court and it’s a lot 
harder to to get inside your own 
head and hurt the mental game 
when you’re playing doubles 
since there’s someone there to 
support you when you do some-
thing wrong or something.

How would you describe 
this year’s team atmosphere?

The team atmosphere is su-
per fun this year. Everyone’s 
super supportive of each other 
on and off the court. And, every-
one’s very dedicated and excited 
about being on the team which 
is always a good perspective to 
have.

What has tennis taught 
you?

[Tennis] has taught me to 
stay in the point and never give 
up the point. It has taught me 
a lot about perseverance since 
tennis is a very mental sport. A 
lot of times you have to find a 
way to proceed with your mis-
takes without getting down on 
yourself. That skills that tennis 
teaches you can help you in a lot 
of different paths in life.

What will you miss most 
about playing for Andover?

I’ll definitely miss all the 
friends that I’ve made through-
out the years on this team a 
ton, and especially the coach-
es too. The people throughout 
the years and the team dynamic 
have always been so awesome 
and supportive, and it really 
helps you feel like you’re a part 
of something and it’s kind of 
nice to try and work towards a 
goal along with other people as 
well. I’ll definitely also miss the 
team atmosphere since playing 
tennis individually is not as fun 
as playing on a team such as An-
dover’s.

HANNAH ZHANG
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Like her co-captain Lauren Lee ’18, 
Ji was introduced to tennis by her 
family.

S.AL SHAIBA/THEPHILLIPIAN

Welch prefers to play in doubles 
matches, and especially likes to 
play at the net.

GIRLSTENNIS
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Lee attributed a narrow 5-4 win 
over Hotchkiss to the team’s ener-
gy to fight through their matches.
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Following a soft flutter-
ing of the piano keys, John         
Moreland ’18 began to sing a 
rendition of “Seasons of Love” 
from the musical “Rent.”     
Moreland was accompanied 
by a range of harmonies from 
other student singers and the 
ringing chords of the piano. 
The group ended their per-
formance with a final drawn 
out note.

Makenna Marshall ’18, who 
performed with Moreland, 
said, “[The performance] 
was really emotional because 
‘Seasons of Love’ is such a 
classic choral song, and per-
forming with Seniors who are 
also some of my best friends 
is just nice, especially as the 
end-of-the-year culmination 
of my singing at Andover.” 

This piece was one of many 
performed as a part of More-
land’s Senior Recital that took 
place this past Sunday after-
noon in the Timken Room of 
Graves Hall. Moreland’s rep-
ertoire included both classi-
cal and contemporary pieces, 

bringing together two dif-
ferent aspects of his musical 
identity as a member of Cho-
rus, Fidelio, and Keynotes.

“I think Senior Spring 
brings a lot of ‘lasts’ with 
it, if you will. Although I’ve 
had my last Fidelio concert, 
and I’ll have my last Fidelio 
and Chorus concert, and I’ll 
be in my last play this term, 
I feel like this is something 
that I’ve been working on for 
more than a term. I’ve been 
working on it for the past four 
years,” said Moreland.

The recital also fea-
tured a rendition of “Loud-
er Than Words” from the 
musical “Tick, Tick, Boom!” 
which Moreland performed 
with Miriam Feldman ’18 
and Shyan Koul ’19. As the                          
piano launched into a flur-
ry of notes, the performers 
began to sing, their harmo-
nies meshing to create one 
cohesive melody. But when 
the performance reached its 
climax, the piano halted to a 
stop, and Moreland, Feldman, 
and Koul continued singing, 
clapping their hands to the 
rhythm of the song.

Audience member Jeffrey 

Steele ’20 said, “The three of 
them, their voices blended re-
ally well together, and I liked 
how they sung as a collective. 
[Moreland] has a really strong 
voice as well, but when he 
blended it with the two other 
voices, it felt more full and it 
made the room brighten up 
just a little.”

According to Moreland, 
his Senior Recital gave him 
the opportunity to reflect 
back on old songs that he had 
performed during his time at 
Andover and see how he has 
grown as a musician and per-
former.

“He cares a lot about his 
craft. He works hard at what 
he does, and he enjoys sing-
ing in different mediums. In 
his concert he sang in around 
four, five different languages. 
It was just very impressive 
and a testament to how he’s 
grown as a singer for the past 
four years, and I’ve been hap-
py to watch it happen,” said 
Marshall.

As he heads off to college, 
Moreland hopes to contin-
ue his involvement in cho-
rus, musical theater, and a           
cappella.

“I feel like those are the 
three pillars of my musician-
ship or my musical identity… 
and those are things that I 
feel like I would need to have 
in the next four years of my 
life to be happy. So I feel like 
I’ll definitely continue those,” 
said Moreland.

KAITLIN LIM

John Moreland ’18 Reflects on His Musical Career at Andover
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John Moreland ’18 plans to con-
tinue his involvement in chorus, 
musical theater, and a cappella in 
college. 
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Bowing together at the 
end of their performance, 
Louis Aaron ’18 and Thomas 
MacWilliams ’18 gave each 
other a small nod and a smile. 
Accompanied by Hayden 
Weatherall ’18, Shree Menon 
’20, Pickle Emerson ’20, Shy-
an Koul ’19, and Hanna Wu 
’20, the duo put on a joint 
Senior Recital, showcasing 
their abilities as performers 
and songwriters at the end 
of their Andover musical ca-
reers. 

The recital, which took 
place on Saturday, May 5, 
featured Aaron and MacWil-
liams on the guitar, as well 
as  MacWilliams’ singing and 
some of his original songs.

“For me, Senior Recital 
is just an opportunity to get 
the group together and have 
something to work. Often 
times on Saturday nights a 
few musicians will get togeth-

er and play some bluegrass 
or jazz or whatever, and this 
was just something where we 
could set up something for-
mal, work out the tunes, make 
them crisp, and have some fun 
while we were at it,” said Aar-
on.

Throughout the perfor-
mance, Aaron and MacWil-
liams displayed their strong 
dynamic with each other and 
with other players, partic-
ularly Weatherall, who has 
been a longtime friend and 
fellow musician of both. 

MacWilliams said, “I mean 
Hayden, Louis, and I have 
been playing music ever since 
freshman year, and we defi-
nitely developed a chemistry 
there, but more than that we 
discovered that we just real-
ly love hanging out with each 
other.”

While Aaron was initially 
nervous about performing, he 
was eventually able to relax 
and enjoy playing comfort-
ably with his friends. 

Aaron said, “Well it started 
off a little rough with my clas-
sical tunes, my hand was pret-
ty shaky, my leg was shaky, the 
normal stuff. I don’t perform 
very often, so I was kind of 
nervous, but… then with the 
second half with the T-Mac’s 
Originals I think we kind of 
just nailed it and got that to 
really feel right, so it was a lot 
of fun.”

MacWilliams performed 
three original songs: “Night-
ingale,” “Southbound,” and 
“Crown.”

MacWilliams said, “It’s al-
ways a huge sense of pride. 
I’ve always loved being able 
to share any kind of music 
made by anybody with peo-
ple, but it’s always another 
feeling entirely when I know 
that everything I’m express-
ing is completely my own and 
that’s definitely the best part 
of it.”

ALEX PARK

Louis Aaron ’18 and Thomas MacWilliams ’18 
Show Musical Camaraderie in Joint Senior Recital 

Striking resonant chords at 
different octaves on the piano, 
Herbie Turner ’18 launched 
into the last piece of his recit-
al, the “Warsaw Concerto,” by 
Richard Addinsell. After play-
ing a series of chords increas-
ing in pitch and intensity, 
Turner concluded the piece 
with two final, sharply-played 
chords. 

“I wanted it to be a culmi-
nation of my time here at An-
dover. I wanted it to be pieces 
I have played here at Andover 
over the years that I have re-
ally enjoyed or I can play at a 
higher level now that I am a 
senior,” said Turner. 

The recital featured a to-
tal of six pieces from a vari-
ety of composers, including 
Frédéric Chopin and Sergey 
Rachmaninov, and took place  
on Wednesday, May 9. Ac-
cording to Turner, of his piec-
es, two stood out for him in 
particular: “Black Key Etude” 
by Chopin and “Warsaw Con-
certo” by Richard Addinsell. 

“‘Black Key Etude’ is just 
a lot of fun. Its very fast. It 

sounds very technically dif-
ficult. I enjoy it a lot,” said 
Turner. “[‘Warsaw Concer-
to ‘has not] been performed 
by [Andover] students in de-
cades, according to my piano 
teacher. It’s in the style of 
Rachmaninov, which I love, 
but it’s also very flashy and 
virtuosic.” 

Turner, who has been 
learning to play the piano for 
11 years, dedicated his recital 
to his past and present pia-
no teachers, Milena Urban, 
and Stephen Porter, Adjunct 
Instructor in Music, as they 
helped him achieve the matu-
rity and skills for his perfor-
mance.

“He has worked on so many 
pieces. He has performed at 
so many student recitals [and] 
so many chamber music con-
certs. He performed more 
than most students in the 
music department... He has 
consistently performed every 
term. He is absolutely consis-
tent and tireless; he never had 
a term where he lost interest. 
He has always done it at full 
force, and when you do it that 
much, you get better. It’s been 
a real pleasure,” said Porter. 

The performance gave 
Turner an opportunity to dis-
play his skills and allowed 
many of Turner’s friends to 
see him in a different envi-
ronment.

Eugene Hughes, Instruc-
tor in French and a teacher 
of Turner’s, said, “I had nev-
er seen him play piano before 
and I was very impressed. It 
was a privilege.”

 Many of Turner’s friends, 
dorm mates, and family at-
tended his recital to show 
their support. 

Sydney Olney ’18, a friend 
of Turner, said, “Herbie is an 
incredibly modest person. He 
doesn’t really tell any of his 
friends how skilled he is and 
the fact that he can play real-
ly well and doesn’t say much 
about it is indicative of his 
larger character. He is a very 
humble and gifted person.” 

Turner’s father, Herbert 
Turner III, said, “We really 
enjoyed all the pieces. We re-
ally enjoyed the range of the 
skills he displayed. To see his 
maturity and level of sophisti-
cation was a pleasure.” 

Herbie Turner ’18 Displays Consistency and Modesty on the Piano
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Herbie Turner ’18 has been playing the piano for 11 years. 

VARUN ROY
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John Moreland ’18 performed in a 
variety of languages. 
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Louis Aaron ’18 performed with 
many of his friends including 
Thomas MacWilliams ’18 and 
Hayden Weatherall ’18.

T.RYNNE/THE PHILLIPIAN

Thomas MacWilliams ‘18, pictured 
above in Grasshopper Night 2016, 
perfromed three original songs in his 
Senior Recital with Louis Aaron ‘18. 
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Eli Newell ’20 Fuses Farming, Efficiency, and Aesthetics 
Through Ceramics

Eli Newell ’20 recalls his ex-
citement to open of the kiln, 
which would reveal whether his 
pottery pieces, the result of his 
long hours of hard work, had sur-
vived the 10-to-12-hour window 
in the kiln’s heat. 

“There are all sorts of chem-
ical reactions that go on [in the 
kiln]: the glazes change color, and 
the structure of the clay changes 
to really become stone. It’s re-
ally exciting, because you have 
no control over what goes on in 
there. Hopefully it works out in 
your favor, when you open the 

kiln and everything’s there,” said 
Newell. 

Although art has always been a 
part of his life, Newell developed 
a deeper interest for it during 
Winter Term of his Junior year, 
when he took an art course fo-
cusing on 3D art. This past win-
ter, Newell decided to take Ce-
ramics, taught by Samuel Zaeder, 
Instructor in Art. According to 
Newell, the course introduced 
him to another dimension of ce-
ramics.

“I really like the idea that I can 
make something that is beautiful 
and functional. I can make things 
that are really pleasing to the eye, 
and I can use all the time in my 
everyday life, and that to me is 
pretty cool,” said Newell. 

Newell’s love for ceramics 
stems from his background in 
farming. Hailing from a farming 
town, Newell began to help out 
on farms near the end of his el-
ementary school years. He has 
been working at his current farm 
for three years.

“I’m not really sure how I got 
into [farming]. Like ceramics, I 
somehow ended up trying it, and 
then it stuck. I really like it; I like 
making things that are function-
al, and I want to find the most 
efficient way to make the most 
things that work the best and 
look the nicest, and that all comes 
from farming,” said Newell. 

Newell’s influence from his 
farming experience is present in 

much of his work. For example, 
one piece he made is a chick-
en-shaped pitcher. His friends 
at Andover have also noticed the 
impact that farming has had on 
Newell’s artistic style. 

Aki Charland ’19, a friend of 
Newell, said, “He’s a farmer, and 
he does a lot of farmwork, and so 
that really reflects in his art. He 
has a water jug that looks like a 
chicken; a rooster, rather. He has 
a bowl that has carrot stickers 
at the bottom. I think a lot of his 
pottery reflects his farming.”

Newell cites Zaeder as an ar-
tistic influence. According to 
Newell, working with Zaeder has 
inspired him to continue to de-
velop his work in ceramics.

Zaeder wrote in an email to 
The Phillipian, “Eli is quickly 
advancing his skill and under-
standing in ceramics. His quick 
adaptation to wheel-throwing at-
tests to his focus and outstanding 
dexterity. It has been a delight to 
witness Eli progress so rapidly.”

As he does not plan on taking 
ceramics courses next year, New-
ell aims to learn as many new 
techniques as he can from Zaed-
er to use in cultivating his skills in 
his own time to continue creating 
long-lasting pieces. 

“One thing that really excites 
me about ceramics is you are 
literally walking away from the 
class with something. You can 
see the pieces that I made in the 
beginning of the term versus the 

pieces I’m making now — you 
can see how I improved. In art, 
you’re physically carrying some-

thing away that, if you wanted to, 
could last forever,” said Newell. LINDSEY CHAN

Much of Newell’s experience in farmwork directly influences his pieces. 
COURTESY OF ELI NEWELL

Eli Newell ’20 was inspired by 
Samuel Zaeder, Instructor in Art.
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“Dark, Down, Groove”: Andover Dance Group Presents Emotional 
and Physical Struggle through Challenging Choreography

Dressed in monochromatic, 
pinstripe vests and baggy pants, 
ten members of Andover Dance 
Group (ADG) sat in a line, leaning 
against one another at the front 
of the stage and grasping each 
other’s forearms. With the music 
dropping to a low hum, the danc-
ers pulled each other’s arms back 
one by one in a controlled motion, 
sending uniform waves rippling 
down the line. 

“We called [the move] ‘the Cat-
erpillar’. It was difficult without 
the mirror, because normally we 
could watch each other, but with-
out a mirror, you have to feel each 
other. It was just difficult learn-

ing to surrender my arms and my 
limbs to someone else’s move-
ment,” said Claudine Waggoner 
’20, one of the dancers. 

“The Caterpillar” was one of 
the moves executed in the piece 
“Down Exit” in ADG’s show, 
“Dark, Down, Groove”, which 
was held last Friday and Satur-
day in Tang Theatre. The show 
featured three main pieces: “In 
a Dark Time”, “groove (f )” and 
“Down Exit.”

“Down Exit,” choreographed 
by Abbot Grant Guest Artist Sayer 
Mansfield ’10, challenged danc-
ers with its dynamic movements. 
Mansfield is an alumnus of Ando-
ver who attended the New York 
University Tisch School of the 

Arts. Incorporating scaffolding 
and the stage itself into the cho-
reography, the dancers scaled up 
the structure and dropped off the 
stage, flipping over each other and 
lifting one another in a physically 
demanding dance routine.

“It was such a different style of 
dance; it’s very athletic, and [Man-
sfield] really pushed us. If you saw 
us when we first learned that 
dance, we were not even making 
it through. We really explored so 
many different ways of moving, 
and all the partner work. I think 
I would speak for all the danc-
ers when I say we really grew as 
dancers,” said Alexa Goulas ’18, 
one of the dancers.

“[‘Down Exit’], I think, was the 
heaviest and the most symbolic. I 
thought that was so beautiful, es-
pecially the way that [the dancers] 
worked with the music and the 
scaffolding and each other. It was 
almost like they were using each 
other as the props, and I thought 
that that was pretty well done,” 
said audience member Adrienne 
Zhang ’18. 

Members of the Andover 
Dance Group expressed their 
gratitude towards the opportuni-
ty to work with Mansfield, espe-
cially due to her background at 

Andover. Her concepts and cho-
reography invoked an element of 
physical struggle and community 
that allowed the dancers to form 
close bonds, according to Yishu 
Chen ’19.

“In [Mansfield’s] piece, the 
partnering [was challenging], be-
cause you have to partner with so 
many different people; you have 
to lift somebody who’s taller than 
you and that’s not always easy. We 
definitely bonded a lot over that 
too, especially with a small group. 
We all had to work so much, 
spend so much time together, but 
it was awesome,” said Chen.

The first piece, “In a Dark 
Time,” choreographed by Instruc-
tor in Dance Judith Wombwell in 
collaboration with Alice Tang ’18, 
also involved elements of struggle 
and conflict. Angelreana Choi ’19 
opened the piece with the spoken 
word poem “In a Dark Time” by 
Theodore Roethke. 

Dressed in flowing, chiffon tu-
nics, the dancers carefully timed 
repetitive movements, creating 
patterns in the routine. Their 
movements involved much part-
nerwork, leaning on one another, 
and displaying themes of emo-
tional struggle.

“[The collaboration] was Ms. 

Wombwell’s idea actually, after 
she saw my piece, ‘Myopia’ [Tang’s 
902 choreography project]. It was 
really just making a collage of 
her movements and [mine]. She 
would sample moves and layer 
them on top of one another; it was 
just really cool to watch her build 
with these materials that I already 
created,” said Tang.

Straying from modern dance, 
“groove (f ),” choreographed by 
Instructor in Dance Erin Strong 
with help from the dancers, in-
volved jazz and swing styles ac-
companied by upbeat music. The 
piece was a compilation of many 
performances, including a solo 
by Goulas featuring stiletto boots. 
“groove (f )” wrapped up with a 
lively jazz piece involving all nine 
dancers linking arms as they per-
formed in a kickline with black, 
low-heeled shoes.

“For the jazz piece, I really en-
joyed my solo; it was a lot of fun 
dancing in those heels. Overall, it 
was a really fun number, I loved 
[working] with the girls and really 
making that piece come together. 
The kickline was a lot of fun, and 
dancing with character shoes  — 
I’d never done that before, so it 
was really fun,” said Goulas.

LINDSEY CHAN

Choreographed by Erin Strong, Instructor in Dance, “groove (f )” explored feminine movement and featured multi-
ple shoe changes.  

COURTESY OF RACHEL ANDERSEN

Alumnus Sayer Mansfield ‘10 returned to campus as an Abbot Grant Guest 
Artist to choreograph for the group.

COURTESY OF RACHEL ANDERSEN

With a resounding tone in 
the wide spaces of Cochran 
Chapel, the brass and percus-
sion sections of the Concert 
Band begin the traditional, 
off-beat rhythms for the open-
ing of Dmitri Shostakovich’s 
Waltz No. 2. A saxophone soon 
joined with a haunting melo-
dy, repeatedly accenting the 
first notes of each measure. 
The different instruments in-
terweaving their simple dance 
rhythms created a fluid, com-
plex harmony for the audi-
ence. This waltz was one of 
several pieces performed by 
the Academy Concert Bands 
on Friday night, May 9.

The night’s repertoire in-
cluded an eclectic mix of 

genres, ranging from classical 
pieces to an excerpt from the 
movie “How to Train Your 
Dragon.” According to per-
formers, the level of difficul-
ty for this concert’s program 
was higher than ones from 
past concerts. Despite these 
challenges, the end result was 
satisfactory for members of 
the band, according to oboist 
Hannah Garth ’18

“We did a wind ensemble 
this year, which was differ-
ent. At least when I’ve been 
here, we’ve never done that. 
We played [Overture to ‘Can-
dide,’ which was] a little bit of 
a harder piece which was ac-
tually really cool. It came to-
gether better than I thought it 
would,” said Garth.

The music for the wind 
ensemble was challenging 

due to its incorporation of 
tricky rhythms across all in-
struments, according to Zev 
Barden ’20, a tuba player. 

Barden said, “The [Over-
ture to ‘Candide’] was a really 
interesting piece. The notes 
themselves and the rhythms 
weren’t that hard, but I had 
a lot of syncopated rhythms 
— off-beats — so it was real-
ly just a question of counting. 
And the ensemble, if we ever 
lost track of each other, it was 
very difficult to come back 
together. Fortunately, during 
this concert, we were able to 
keep it relatively together so it 
turned out well.”

 According to audience 
members, it was especially in-
teresting to watch music from 
a popular movie be played live 
on the stage before them. 

“I thought [‘How To Train 
Your Dragon’] was interesting 
because it’s easy to see how 
something so complex can be 
put together in a way where 
you don’t really appreciate its 
beauty when it’s being played 
behind the scenes with ac-
tion in front of it. But watch-
ing all of the performers take 
on their different parts and 
create such a complex sound 
without having anything other 
than the beauty of their work 
to focus on — it made me ap-
preciate something that I had 
overlooked before,” said Grace 
Posorske ’20.

As customary for band con-
certs in Spring Term, four 
students were awarded one of 
two prizes given to graduating 
Seniors to recognize their mu-
sical abilities, leadership, and 

commitment. Yixuan Zhao 
’18 and Cindy Chen ’18 were 
awarded the Bassett Watt 
Hough Prize, as winners of a 
competition for wind players. 
Hannah Garth ’18 and Mi-
chelle Chao ’18 were given the 
Fuller Concert Band Prize for 
their loyalty and leadership to 
the band over their Andover 
careers.

“I was a little surprised, 
but I was also really happy 
and excited when he called 
my name… I didn’t work spe-
cifically for the prize, but I’ve 
been in the Concert Band 
since [Junior] Fall and I hav-
en’t even skipped a term. So 
I think it was more that I just 
put a lot of time into it. It was 
a big commitment for me and 
I showed up a lot,” said Garth.

Academy Band Concert Incorporates Contemporary Music 
And Recognizes Graduating Seniors

IRENE KWON
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Sketchy Engages Audience Through Topical 
Andover Comedy

Bright lights illuminated 
the Theatre Classroom as Ina 
Megalli ’20 threw a cup of 
water at Mac Katkavich ’21 
after a pivotal punchline. The 
room exploded into laugh-
ter after he hit the floor from 
slipping on the water that had 
just spilt from the cup, down 
his shirt, and onto the floor.

Sketchy, a sketch comedy 
group on campus, performed 
last Friday, May 11, opening 
the show with a video paro-
dy of the baseball team. The 
group then went on to per-
form six skits, all satirically 
commenting on various topi-
cal issues at Andover.

Although the night began 
with a couple technical mis-
haps, like the lack of a pro-
jector and the nervous jitters 
of some of the performers, 
the group was able to collect 
itself and overcome all of its 
initial problems, according to 
performer Emily Jackson ’19.

Jackson said, “I thought it 
went super well. We were all 
a little stressed in the begin-

ning because we didn’t have 
our projector for the videos, 
so a lot of things were last 
minute. We’ve been working 
really hard, and I think it’s 
definitely paid off.”

A major highlight of the 
night was the interactions 
between the performers and 
their audience. Throughout 
the show, the performers 
communicated with the au-
dience, whose reactions con-
tributed heavily to the perfor-
mance as a whole.

“It was a good audience. 
Hopefully, they thought we 
were funny, and I hope we 
gave them a good time. I loved 
performing tonight, I loved 
the audience, I loved the peo-
ple, I loved getting to work 
alongside this talented cast, I 
love Sketchy, and I think the 
night went well overall be-
cause of that,” said Megalli.

Not only were the interac-
tions between the performers 
and those watching a factor 
going into the success of the 
night, the cooperation and 
synergy also deeply impacted 
the quality of the entertain-
ment, according to audience 
member Nikita Muromcew 
’21.

“What stood out most 
was the group’s chemis-
try and camaraderie. All of 
them seemed like really good 
friends, and it made the stuff 
they performed that much 
funnier because you could tell 
how well they gelled togeth-
er,” said Muromcew.

In addition to showcasing a 
love for performing, Sketchy 
also showcased passion for 
sketch comedy and demon-
strated great animation in its 
acts.

“[Our group] brings togeth-
er comedy and original sketch 
writing. I think we all work 
very hard, and I think it’s im-
portant to have a group like 
us because it lets us showcase 
another side to us that a lot of 
people normally don’t get to 
see,” said Katkavich.

Muromcew added, “I think 
it’s cool to have a variety of 
different groups on campus. 
You have your music groups 
like chorus, and you see per-
formers doing plays… but 
seeing a different side to per-
forming — like sketch come-
dy — was cool because of how 
rarely you do get to see stuff 
like that.”

ALEX PARK

As “A Night to Remember” 
from “High School Musical 3” 
resonated through the Mod-
ern Dance Studio, Max Rig-
by-Hall ’18 strutted around 
under the bright lights. Dis-
appearing behind the black 
curtains, he soon re-appeared 
holding a poster board that 
read: “Lucy, PROM AHEAD? 
Uh yeah, I sure hope it is!” 
As the audience erupted in 
cheers, Rigby-Hall and Lucy 
Comer ’18 embraced each 
other: “She said yes!”

“I didn’t know until he 
walked out on stage, because 
[that was] the prom song [in 
the movie], but no, he didn’t 
tell me. We were friends since 
the second day of orientation 
for new Lowers; basically 
we’ve been friends this en-
tire time. We are the best of 
friends,” said Comer.

Rigby-Hall’s promposal 
happened during his per-
formance in the Club Show 
on Saturday, May 5. Coordi-
nated by Alexa Goulas ’18, 
Annie McGovern ’18, and 

Emily Jackson ’19, the show 
featured performances by five 
clubs: Hynotiq, Blue Strut, 
Footnotes, SLAM, and Fusion. 

“This is the third annu-
al event of the Club Show. 
There’s always been like in-
dividual club shows. Having 
a show with all the clubs cre-
ates a longer, more diverse 
show. We wanted an event 
especially for Seniors to be 
able to dance with their clubs 
or groups one last time,” said 
Goulas.

Blue Strut, who danced to 
Christina Aguilera’s songs 
“Show Me How You Bur-
lesque” and “Dirty,” featured 
chair choreography and sti-
letto heels. The first piece 
showcased Blue Strut’s clas-
sic jazz style. According to 
Goulas, she had only choreo-
graphed and taught it to the 
Strut members the Tuesday 
before the performance. 

“We wanted to bring back 
the heels, do another dance 
like that because the first one 
we did was in the fall. We also 
wanted to do one that was a 
little more technical because 
we can’t do our big jumps and 

turns in heels, and that’s why 
we wanted to do burlesque as 
well,” said Goulas.

Hypnotiq began the show 
with “Wipe Me Down” by 
Foxx and followed it up with 
“Top Off ” by DJ Khaled. The 
latter featured the viral dance 
move, the “shoot.” “Top Off ” 
also featured a section for the 
female members of Hypnotiq 
before all the members ran 
into the audience for an inter-
active portion.

“I feel that dance shows are 
made by the crowds, and usu-
ally in more informal dances, 
more people show up based 
off convenience. I feel like 
usually club shows have few-
er audience, but more of just 
like kids coming to hang out,” 
said Sulayman Oloritun ’20, a 
member of Hypnotiq. 

Footnotes took the Club 
Show as an opportunity to 
delve into the genre of hip-
hop in their adaptation of Big 
Sean’s “Clique”, a deviation 
from their usual performanc-
es to musical theatre songs. 

“We haven’t really ex-
plored the genre of hip hop, 
so we thought it would be 

really cool to be like, ‘Oh 
yeah, we’re really cool too!’ 
I recently went to New York 
with [Andover Dance Group] 
and I took this hip hop class. 
I wanted to put some of the 
concepts that I learned into 
Footnotes. It was really fun,” 
said Jackson, a Co-Head of 
Footnotes.

Fusion introduced the 
genre of Afro-Caribbean 
dancing to the Club Show. 
Wearing bright patterned 
shirts, members of Fusion 
brought a splash of color to 
the black backdrop of the 
dance studio, jumping ener-
getically to the beat.

“‘Jump’ was for the Af-Lat-
Am’s 50th anniversary and we 
wanted something fun and 
happy to get everyone out of 
their chairs. The other dance 
we did was also really fun and 
upbeat as well, and that’s like 
something Fusion wants to 
finish off the year with. [It 
was] really fun, the crowd 
was really nice and like every-
one was happy,” said Matthew 
Suri ’21, a member of Fusion.

Standing in a circle, the 
members of SLAM gradually 

filtered in, each contributing 
a repeating beat to create an 
overlapping rhythm before 
they all faded out one by one.

“We [also] performed to 
‘Nice for What’ by Drake. We 
were debating whether or not 
to dance to music, especial-
ly after Soulsteps last week: 
they told us how step is with-
out music usually. Then we 
decided to do just like a rele-
vant song so that we could get 
the audience involved,” said 
Florence Grenon ’19, a mem-
ber of SLAM. 

The informal atmosphere 
of the Club Show allowed 
dancers and audience mem-
bers to relax and enjoy the 
performance, according to 
audience member Julia Zhu 
’20.

“I think it’s a really casual 
and comfortable event that 
everyone can come [to], and 
it’s really low-key. The vari-
ety of performances was re-
ally great, and the enthusiasm 
of the dancers really came 
through, which was really 
nice,” said Zhu. 

LINDSEY CHAN

The Club Show Features Various Dance Clubs On Campus
And a “Promposal”

When Jerry Shu ’21 en-
tered his self-portrait into the 
Congressional Art Competi-
tion, he never expected to get 
a notification that he was the 
winner of the third district in 
the state of Massachusetts.

“I was honestly super sur-
prised. I had no idea that I 
was going to win. There are so 
many great pieces out there 
and, to be honest, for compe-
titions like these, it’s all about 
judgement because any piece 
in there could have won. Ev-
eryone is extremely talented. 
There are pieces that just ab-
solutely blew me away when I 
saw them,” said Shu.

Shu entered the Congres-

sional Art Competition with a 
self-portrait titled “Cracked” 
that he had completed out-
side of school. The portrait 
features half of his screaming 
face drawn with broad, coarse 
strokes of colored pencils on a 
piece of blue paper.

“I take art classes outside 
of the school, so one of the as-
signments was a self-portrait, 
but not exactly a realistic one, 
so I decided to do one with 
me screaming to represent 
how everyone wears a mask 
and how sometimes, it’s okay 
to break through and just let 
the emotions out,” said Shu.

With pieces like “Cracked,” 
Shu explores the idea of 
identity and the expression 
of emotions with his art. Ac-
cording to Shu, he first start-

ed incorporating more ad-
vanced themes of thought and 
expression into his art when 
he was in the seventh and 
eighth grade.

“I think a lot of it is 
self-identity. Just expressing 
parts of my identity that I 
want to share with the world. 
There’s a piece earlier last 
year that I did with paper 
and a teacup on top of it, and 
that’s supposed to represent 
how I’ve tried to find my way 
through the world being from 
the East, but also living in the 
West,” said Shu.

Alice Ren ’19, an art class-
mate of Shu’s both within and 
outside of Andover, wrote in 
an email to The Phillipian, “I’d 
say that each piece he creates 
gives us his audience a snip-

pet of his identity… However, 
definitely not every piece is 
as straightforward to analyze 
[or] interpret, and to that 
idea, with his art becoming 
more personal could also be 
him grappling with his own 
identity, leaving the audience 
to see only the end result 
without the background his-
tory he would associate with 
a piece.”

Shu first started his art 
career when his mother en-
rolled him in kindergarten 
art classes and has developed 
much since then.

“At first, I wasn’t good at 
all. I was terrible. But as I kept 
going to classes, failure after 
failure, I began to realize that 
if you really stick with some-
thing for a really long time, it 

starts to grow on you. Art was 
a way for me to relax, almost. 
I would come home, and there 
would be a ton of homework, 
but spending an hour or two 
drawing was really relaxing,” 
said Shu.

For the future, Shu hopes 
to expand more in the realm 
of art by making three-dimen-
sional pieces. He also plans to 
think more about the message 
and implications behind the 
art that he is creating.

“I think that it’s really cool, 
and it’s something that I’ve 
tried before, but I’ve never 
really explored. I’d be really 
interested to see how I do in 
that field,” said Shu.

Jerry Shu ’21 Wins Congressional Art Award With Self-Portrait 
Exploring Themes of Identity and Expression

KAITLIN LIM
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Sketchy incorporated original sketch writing in their performance on 
Friday, May 11.
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Students Aiming 
for the Ivy League...

Pairing a white off-the-
shoulder blouse with bright 
blue heels, Gracie Limoncelli 
’18 accessorizes with a pair of 
large, lowered hoop earrings, 
and a bracelet decorated with 
ladybugs. According to Limon-
celli, the earrings and bracelet 
were both gifts of sentimental 
value.

“If you look at it from afar 
no one’s going to know any-
thing, but it’s special to me. 
[The] bracelet with little la-
dybugs on it… that was a gift 

from my grandma when I was 
five years old… I keep it close 
to my heart. I have a lot of 
things that remind me of spe-
cial people in my life. Some of 
the sentimental value doesn’t 
come from who gave me that 
or when I bought it, but sort of 
the fun times I experienced in 
it,” said Limoncelli. 

Limoncelli does not usually 
follow the clothing trends that 
are popular today. Instead, she 
describes her style as more 
timeless and takes great inspi-
ration from older movies and 
celebrities, such as Audrey 
Hepburn and Grace Kelly. 

“30 years from now, I don’t 
want to be able to put a date on 
[a photograph] by the clothes I 
am wearing. I think trends are 
great and it works for so many 
people, but I like to think of 
my style as… I would say pret-
ty timeless. I love things from 
different eras… I sort of grav-
itate towards things [that are] 
from any decade,” said Limon-
celli. 

In addition to taking inspi-
ration from celebrities, Li-
moncelli’s styles has also been 
influenced by people close to 
her. She feels that the change 
in her style was especially dra-
matic when she first arrived at 
Andover and lived in a dorm.

“It sort of turned from more 
and more to ‘less is more’… 
I think [the change] actually 
comes from my relationship 
with my roommate from my 
first two years at Andover, 
Hannah [Zhang ’18]. [Hannah] 
was very, very minimalist. She 
got me very into Pinterest, and 
that’s a big influence on my 
style. She can definitely tell 
you we still have very, very 
different tastes, but I think my 
taste has sort of gone a little 
bit minimalist over time,” said 
Limoncelli. 

Zhang admires the unique-
ness of Limoncelli’s style. 

“I think the way she dresses 
resembles a mom, but in a good 
way. Her style is really classy 
and mature and very different 
from most other people’s here 
at Andover, in my opinion. It’s 
not often that you see some-
one wearing huge gold flow-
er hoops on their ears around 
campus, and I think it really 
makes her stand out from the 
crowd,” wrote Zhang in an 
email to The Phillipian.

According to Limoncelli, 
her friends have helped her 
feel more confident with her 
style. She dresses in ways that 
make her feel comfortable, re-
gardless of other factors. 

“I have certain friends who 
have helped me become more 
comfortable in my own skin.I 
kind of like [my style] to be 
different… I sort of tried to 
do the whole hipster-looking 
Urban Outfitters thing when I 
was in middle school and ear-
lier in high school. But then I 
realized it just isn’t me… For 
me, I am a little geeky… so 
I’m like, ‘yeah I am just gonna 
dress [like] who I am and not 
gonna follow the trends,’ ” said 
Limoncelli. 
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Look of the Week: 
Gracie Limoncelli ’18 

Overlooks Fashion Trends to Find Her 
Own Style

LINDSEY CHAN

Gracie Limoncelli ‘18 changed 
her style in high school to better 
reflect her character.

D.ZHU/THE PHILLIPIAN

Gracie Limoncelli  ‘18 enjoys wear-
ing jewelry that have sentimental 
value.
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