
Planting seeds and building 
models for sustainable energy: 
these were just two of the activ-
ities members of the Andover 
community participated in during 
the school’s annual celebration of 
Earth Week.

EcoAction, Andover’s environ-
mental advocacy club, hosted a 
number of the events.

“[EcoAction] hosted on Fri-
day the Plant Something event. 
We had herb seeds [and] flower 
seeds that students could plant in 
their own pots so they could grow 
throughout the rest of spring, just 
as a symbolic thing for Earth Day. 
We hosted in the Freeman Room a 
club meeting where students were 
encouraged to come and build 
models of wind turbines and solar 
arrays and fuel cell vehicles. Later 
this week, we have a movie play-
ing tomorrow night in Kemper,” 
said Georgia Ezell ’19,  president of 
EcoAction. 

EcoAction board member 
Vish Dhar ’19 further reflected on 
the symbolic nature of the Plant 
Something event. 

“We had a bunch of plans for 
this week. The first one was on 
Friday, and there was a planting 
just so that you can bring some 
of the outside world into your… 
dorm, into your house, and just 
have a visual reminder of Earth 
Week and sustainability in gener-
al,” said Dhar.  

The festivities were sponsored 
by the Sustainability Office, head-
ed by Sustainability Coordina-
tor Allison Guerette. EcoAction 
works closely with Guerette, who 
promotes green habits like the 
ones demonstrated throughout 
the week. 

“I’m the club advisor for Eco-
Action, and they have a really awe-
some board that does a lot of the 
work. I help them coordinate the 
Green Cup Challenge and coordi-
nate the Earth Week events, and 
we’re working together to come 
up with a more robust program for 

dorm sustainability starting next 
fall… My favorite part of the job is 
working with students to address 
issues such as climate change and 
ecosystem destruction. Instead of 
backing away, [Andover] students 
tend to view environmental issues 
as opportunities to innovate. In 
my opinion, that’s the way we’re 
going to solve them,” said Guer-
ette.

According to Ezell, EcoAct-
ion is looking to expand upon 
both the Green Cup Challenge 
and the work done during Earth 
Week. The club hopes to reduce 
waste and promote sustainability 
through projects such as reducing 
the usage of Paresky Commons 
cups.

“We’re actually going to think 
about a long-term plan to reduce 
Andover students’ usage of [Pare-
sky] Commons cups, because we 
use 4,500 of those per week, so 
that’s a massive example of waste 

The streets of Andover 
buzzed with energy on Sun-
day morning as over 300 com-
munity members gathered 
for the school’s first Out of 
the Darkness Walk (OOTD). 
The purpose of the walk was 
to bring awareness to mental 
health issues and destigma-
tize mental illness. 

Many participants fund-
raised for the walk, raising 
a total of nearly 35,000 dol-
lars. According to Lisa Joel, 
Director of Enrollment Man-
agement and Organizer of 
the OOTD walk , half of the 
money will go to the Amer-
ican Foundation for Suicide 
Prevention and the other half 
will be put back into Andover 
to support mental health pro-
gramming on campus.

Participant Max Vale ’18 
said, “I wanted to participate 
[in the walk] because mental 
health and suicide is some-
thing that our community, 
myself included, never really 
talk about. This fall, it came 
back to be something that 
we really need to talk about 
with the loss of our commu-
nity member and one of my 
friends, Dan [Nakajima ’18].” 

Joel said, “I hope for stu-

dents the event was part of 
their journey of healing, cer-
tainly in light of Dan’s suicide. 
I hope for some, this provid-
ed some sense of comfort and 
something you can do. I hope 
it helped kids and adults re-
alize that no one is alone. 
Everyone suffers. I think the 
message of this event is that 
there is hope, there are peo-
ple, and there is love.”

The walk began at the Sny-
der Center. Before beginning 
the walk, Patrick Doheny ’18, 
a coordinator of OOTD, and 
Fred Pan ’18 spoke to the at-
tendees. Following the intro-
duction, Julia Pratt ’19 sang 
Kesha’s “Rainbow.” 

Posie Millett ’20 said, 
“When I heard [Pratt] sing-
ing it, thinking about all the 
people who were standing 
there supporting her… I think 
it brought the entire room to-
gether. You could hear in her 
voice how moved she was by 
everyone being there. It was a 
very beautiful way to end the 
introduction and move on to 
the walk.”

After a reflective begin-
ning to the event, the crowds 
moved outside. Walkers fol-
lowed a route from the Snyder 
Center down Salem street and 
past the Big Red Acres Alpaca 

Farm before looping back to 
the Snyder Center.

Millett said, “When we 
were walking out of Snyder, 
everyone was pretty silent 
and introspective. But as the 
walk went on, people started 
to talk more. It was nice to see 
everyone with their friends 
and their teams just enjoying 
each other’s company, not be-
ing on their phones, and just 
taking in the day.”

Claire Brady ’20 said,  “A 
lot of people were talking, but 
there were also some people 
who were walking quietly. It 
depended on the person. It 
was very relaxed, and it was 
beautiful to get outside, espe-
cially for that type of reflec-
tion.”

Vale said that the walk al-
lowed for students and faculty 
alike to gather and share com-
passion and support for one 
another.

Vale said, “Here at Andover, 
people can get so busy that they 
forget to be compassionate. It’s an 
awful thing to say, but it happens. 
Here, at this walk, there were so 
many people there for each other. 
I was talking to one of my friends 
about Dan, and how everyone at 
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With plans to renovate the 
Oliver Wendell Holmes Library 
(OWHL) during the next aca-
demic year, the school is relo-
cating current library spaces to 
other buildings on campus. 

According to Michael Barker, 
Director of Academy Research, 
Information, and Library Ser-
vices, Lower Left in Paresky 
Commons will serve as the Garv-
er Room, better known among 
students as “Silent Study.” In 
addition, The Nest will be trans-
ferred to a classroom in the Gelb 
Science Center, and the PACC 
and IT Office will move into the 
Polk Lillard Center.

Barker said, “Lower Left will 
be outfitted with about 92 seats, 
and it will be Silent Study. That’s 
what we hope. It’s not like a 
place that you eat. It really will 
feel like a change of mind and 
require the whole community 
[to] kind of change their minds 
around how Paresky Lower Left 
works.”

Furthermore, Barker said 
that Upper Left in Paresky Com-

mons will be open after dinner 
times as a study space, with 75 to 
80 seats.

These changes in location 
were discussed this Tuesday in 
an open forum. In addition to 
discussing new plans for Silent 
Study, faculty and students dis-
cussed the overall renovation 
plan for the OWHL. The plan is 
set to completion at the start of 
the 2019–2020 academic year. 

Davis Barrow ’20 said, “I 
think [the renovation is] a great 
opportunity for the school. I’ve 
talked to a lot of prospective 
parents who are excited about 
it, and it’s setting Andover apart 
from other schools in the area. 
It’s going to help us get a leg 
up in our studies. The library’s 
such a central part of the cam-
pus, because it is not only a place 
where people work and learn 
but [where] they also socialize.” 

Over the past few months, 
almost half of the books in the 
OWHL stacks areas have been 
transferred to the Smith Center. 

HARRY SHIN

‘Silent Study’ to Move into 
Paresky Commons

Continued on A4, Column 1

Out of the Darkness: Campus Walk 
Promotes Mental Health Awareness

ALEXANDRA LEBARON

Sam Katz ’19, Carley Kukk ’19, 
Rhea Prem ’19, and Ria Vieira 
’19 will organize various theatre 
productions next year.

H.SOLOMON/THE PHILLIPIAN
The Out of the Darkness Walk began at the Snyder Center. Hundreds of people from both Andover and the local 
community participated. 

Andover Celebrates Earth Week

ZACH MOYNIHAN

Students 
‘Take Back the Night’

Candles glowed in the hands of 
students, faculty, and other mem-
bers of the Andover community, 
illuminating the steps of Samuel 
Phillips Hall as students recit-
ed quotes on sexual assault. Last 
Thursday, April 19, the Andover 
community gathered for Take 
Back the Night, which focused on 
eradicating all forms of sexual and 
gender-based violence. 

Led by Blue Key Heads and 
Drumline, students marched from 
Samuel Phillips Hall to Old Abbot 
Campus. Once students reached 
Abbot Circle, participants formed 
a ring and listened to student mu-
sical groups Azure, Keynotes, The 
Yorkies, and Gospel Choir perform 
“Quiet” by MILCK. 

According to its website, Take 
Back the Night is a national chari-
table foundation that works to end 
all forms of sexual violence. The 
earliest Take Back the Night events 
were held in Belgium and England 
in the 1960s. Today, Take Back 
the Night events have been docu-
mented in 36 countries and have 
reached over 30 million people. 

The main goals of of the Take 
Back the Night marches are to cre-
ate a dialogue about sexual assault 
and to raise awareness and support 
for survivors of the crime, accord-
ing to Larson Tolo ’18, a member of 
the Brace Center for Gender Stud-
ies’ student advisory board and a 
coordinator of the event.

“I think that there are things 
that people don’t like talking about 
very often — they’re definitely kind 
of the elephant in the room. But I 
think that this kind of puts them 
out in the open and also shows how 
many people support standing up 
against these issues and standing 
for what we think, in this commu-
nity, what is right,” said Tolo. 

Now in its third year at Andover, 
Take Back the Night gave survivors 
a platform to share their stories.

“Sexual violence, sexual harass-
ment, and gender based violence 
play a part in all of our lives wheth-

er we know it or not… Being out 
here for the people who don’t feel 
safe for themselves, who don’t feel 
like this is something they can do 
because of what people have done 
to them in the past [is important],” 
said Emma Slibeck ’20, another 
coordinator on the Brace student 
advisory board.

Katherine Heffernan, Fellow 
in English and member of the 
Brace Center’s faculty advisory 
board, explained that part of the 
event’s intent was to shift public 
consciousness surrounding sexual 
assault from the victim to the per-
petrator, and introducing spaces 
for victims to feel safe as well as 
ensuring justice from offenders. 

Heffernan said, “The intent is to 
slow down and think about how… 
we can shift narratives to center 
on perpetrators of sexual assault, 
perpetrators of rape culture, and 
do so in a way that lets us to create 
space to honor the lives of people 
who have been [affected] by those 
perpetrators and by rape culture.”

Eliot Min ’19, a member of per-
forming groups Keynotes and The 
Yorkies, said, “It was really pow-
erful. I think we were all there to 
communicate to ourselves and 
each other the shared message 
that we stand together against sex-
ual assault. I think the song really 
embodied the spirit… We will defi-
nitely be performing at Take Back 
the Night next year.”

At the event, Blue Key Heads 
led chants and read quotes. Blue 
Key Head Kelly McCarthy ’19 was 
touched to see the number of stu-
dents supporting the event.

“They had us take a second 
multiple times to look around at 
the people who were here with us, 
and they said, ‘These are your al-
lies; these are the people who can 
be here for you.’ I think that was re-
ally powerful, and I think it’s really 
cool to know so many people doing 
so many different things on this 
campus… all willing to be together 

Continued on A5, Column 3
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SOPHIA LEE &
AVA RATCLIFF

Andy Housiaux
Appointed New Director of 

Tang Institute

Andy Housiaux, Instructor and 
Chair in Philosophy and Religious 
Studies, has been selected by the 
Search Advisory Committee and 
team to serve as Andover’s next 
Currie Family Director of the Tang 
Institute.

Housiaux will replace Caro-
line Nolan, current Director of the 
Tang Institute, who will leave her 
position at the end of the academic 
year. As Director, Nolan oversaw 
all activities of the Tang Institute, 
which dedicates itself to develop-
ing and sharing new approaches in 
education.

In an email to The Phillipian, 
Housiaux wrote, “I’m excited for 
this new opportunity because the 
Tang Institute allows our bright 
and talented faculty to reflect on 
the most important thing that hap-
pens at Andover: student learning. 
How can we best support student 
learning in all aspects of life here? 
And how can we make sure that 
we are creating an equitable and 
inclusive learning environment 
for all students? As we attend care-
fully to these important questions, 
we will naturally reflect on relat-
ed matters of pedagogy, student 

STAFF REPORT

Continued on A5, Column 3
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Editorial

Last week, a student forum presented the new 
proposal to change final sign-in times for the next 
school year. The initiative, proposed by a faculty 
committee led by Rajesh Mundra, Faculty Advi-
sor to Student Council and Assistant Dean of Stu-
dents and Residential Life, would move final sign-
in times on Mondays, Tuesdays, and Wednesdays 
from 10:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m., and will combine 
Sunday’s initial and final sign-in into one 8:00 p.m. 
final sign-in.

In an email to The Phillipian, Mundra cited 
four main reasons for the proposed change: stu-
dent wellness and study habits, increased interac-
tion between students and house counselors, flex-
ibility for dorm meetings, and more opportunities 
for discussion within dorms at reasonable times.

All of these are legitimate areas for improve-
ment in Andover student life, but we do not be-
lieve that changing sign-in times is an effective 
way to bring about that change.

The hypothesized merit of earlier sign-in 
revolves around creating healthier habits and 
increasing productivity for students. Simply 
changing the sign-in time, however, will not mi-
raculously improve the work habits of students or 
help students get more sleep. Restricting students 
to their dorms during study hours could actually 
decrease productivity, and many students con-
sider dorm atmospheres to be social, relaxing, and 
possibly more distracting. Additionally, with the 
library closing next year, students need to have 
more options — not fewer — for where they can 
study. Addressing student work and sleep habits 
needs to come from a cultural shift within stu-
dents. We can continue to promote the initiatives 
that directly address students’ unhealthy habits, 
such as the weekly mindfulness sessions led by 
Andy Housiaux, Instructor and Chair in Philoso-
phy and Religious Studies, and the annual sleep 
challenge. No restriction or administrative rule 
can fundamentally change the way students do 
their work.

Being confined to the dorm at an earlier hour 
also makes it much more difficult to engage in col-
laborative work. The library and other buildings 
are open to all and serve as meeting spaces for 
students to work on projects and problem sets to-
gether. Some students also enjoy working around 
friends who they haven’t seen all day. This sign-in 
proposition stands in direct opposition of collab-
orative environments that Andover emphasizes 
and encourages. For day students, this proposal 
would further exacerbate the isolation they may 

feel from the boarding community.
The second reason behind this proposed 

change is that it will foster stronger relationships 
between students and house counselors. As we 
see it, pushing sign-in half an hour earlier does 
not alleviate the work students have to complete 
and will potentially drive students to their rooms 
earlier to finish their work. House counselors will 
also be on duty for a shorter amount of time and 
face-to-face interaction may actually decrease 
when students go to their rooms to do work ear-
lier in the night.

The last two reasons the committee put forth 
included more opportunities to have dorm meet-
ings and times to discuss important issues and 
campus events. We agree that more spaces should 
be available for students to engage in meaningful 
conversations. Although dorm meetings are great 
spaces for conversation, they can also become 
long and stressful. Adding more dorm meetings 
throughout the week could potentially detract 
from the healthy habits we are trying to estab-
lish. Instead, we should use the leadership roles 
already in place in dorms. These conversations 
could be held in a smaller setting and at a more 
reasonable hour with Proctors and Prefects. Stu-
dents may be more comfortable with participat-
ing in these discussions and smaller groups could 
also avoid more two-hour dorm meetings on busy 
nights.

We understand and sympathize with house 
counselors who wish to go to bed earlier or want 
to spend more time with their families. It’s dif-
ficult and tiring to live and take care of a group 
of teenagers. However, changing earlier sign-in 
times is not the most beneficial solution in allevi-
ating these duties for house counselors, in addi-
tion to addressing unhealthy habits and creating 
more discussion opportunities.

In the end, these forums should not be the last 
of student discussions on this topic. Our voices 
were heard by the committee last week, but we 
need to make sure that our voice is heard among 
the faculty who will ultimately vote on these deci-
sions as well. Talk to your house counselors and to 
your teachers. No matter your stance on changing 
sign-in times, these productive discussions will 
the be best way to ensure Andover truly steps to-
wards the right direction.

This editorial represents the views of The         
Phillipian. vol. CXLI

Earlier Isn’t Always Better

LAST WEEK, AVA LONG  
’21 addressed her 
thoughts on the causes 

of gun culture in America. 
“Gun ownership has become 
embedded in American culture 
at an early age because media, 
toys, and games portray guns 
as ‘cool,’ ” stated Long. “Chil-
dren are playing games that 
reward them for the number of 
enemies they kill, linking guns 
to power and achievement.” 
Her article claims that the 
prevalence of gun ownership 
and violence stem partially 
from popular games.

While games such as “Fort-
nite” seem to be a common 
scapegoat when addressing 
America’s toxic gun culture, 
the reality is that there are 
a range of other factors. Of 
course, the media may play a 
role in the prevalence of guns 
in America. However, a more 
nuanced answer to the ques-
tion of why guns are so in-
grained in American culture 
must consider the role of toxic 
masculinity within our society.

Toxic masculinity is the 
harmful stereotype that men 
are dominant and must be 
emotionally and physically 
stronger than women. This ad-
herence to traditional gender 
roles stigmatizes the expres-

sion of male emotion and en-
courages male violence. For in-
stance, “Alternet” reports that 
men are twice as likely to have 
rage disorders than women.

Contrary to Long’s article, 
there is no evidence of a cor-
relation between the popular-
ity of video games and violent 
crimes; “The New York Times” 
reports that while video game 
sales have nearly doubled since 
1996, the number of violent 
youth crimes has fallen by al-
most 50 percent between 1994 
and 2010. Unlike video games, 
toxic masculinity has proven to 
influence gun violence. 

Only two perpetrators of 
mass shootings since 1982 
have been women, according 
to “Mother Jones.” In “Retri-

bution,” Elliot Rodger reveals 
his motives behind killing six 
people and injuring 14 others 
in the 2014 Isla Vista killings 
at the University of California 
Santa Barbara. Rodger says, “I 
don’t know why you girls aren’t 
attracted to me, but I will pun-
ish you all for it. It’s an injus-
tice, a crime, because I don’t 
know what you don’t see in 
me… I will punish all of you for 
it.” 

Rodger’s need for female     
attraction to validate his man-
hood displays toxic mascu-
linity. When Rodger did not 
receive this attraction, he        
became violent because he 
could not express his emotions 
in a healthy way.

There is also a connection 

between mass shooting perpe-
trators and domestic violence 
convicts. Devin Kelley (the 
Sutherland Springs Church 
shooter), Robert Dear (the 
Colorado Springs Planned Par-
enthood shooter), and Omar 
Mateen (the Orlando nightclub 
shooter) all had histories of 
abusing their wives, according 
to “The New York Times.” In 
fact, “Politico” reports that 86 
percent of court-documented 
domestic violence cases are 
perpetrated by men. Domes-
tic abuse towards women is 
a clear manifestation of toxic 
masculinity, which encourages 
dominant tendencies in men 
and submissive tendencies in 
women. By addressing toxic 
masculinity as a root of domes-

tic abuse and not allowing do-
mestic abusers access to guns, 
the United States can curb gun 
violence.

Gun culture is so linked 
to masculinity that men are 
nearly three times more likely 
to own a gun than their fe-
male counterparts, according 
to “Politico.” This fact paints 
a clear picture of the intrinsic 
role of toxic masculinity in gun 
culture. When searching for 
the culprit of America’s gun 
problem, we must not scape-
goat video games but instead 
focus on the culture of toxic 
masculinity. 

This is not to say that toxic 
masculinity is the only fac-
tor causing mass shootings. 
Addressing toxic masculinity 
alone will certainly not pre-
vent mass shootings; the only 
way to prevent them is through 
tighter legislation and regula-
tion. But in order to implement 
and enforce this legislation, we 
must challenge the culture that 
normalizes violent tendencies 
in boys, not wrongfully target 
video games as Long suggests.

In order to address gun cul-
ture in America, we must first 
reject the trappings of mascu-
linity by teaching those around 
us that adherence to tradi-
tional gender roles is unneces-
sary and potentially damaging. 
We can do this by encourag-
ing men and boys to express 
their emotions in healthy ways 
and leaving behind the ste-
reotype that violence proves 
masculinity. Addressing and                            
educating on toxic masculinity 
will finally alleviate America’s 
gun problem.

Helen He     Editor in Chief
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AVA RATCLIFF

Toxic Masculinity: True Root of Gun Violence

Corrections:

News failed to attribute an article. Sophia Lee reported “Proposed Models for New Class 
Schedule.”

News misattributed an article. Ava Ratcliff wrote “Phillips Academy Capture the Flag 
(PACTF) Launches Third Annual Computer Science Competition.”

Sports misstated a student class year. Billy Wang, mentioned in “Andover Sweeps Top 4 in 
1500-Meter Dash,” is a member of the Class of 2018.

The Phillipian regrets the errors.
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“I CAN’T BELIEVE I JUST 
failed that biology test,” my 
friend groaned as we walked 

out of class together. “I’m going 
to get a 20, fail out of high school, 
and end up at community col-
lege.” She stressed about her 
test every day until we got 
our grades back. She had 
earned a 92. All of her 
worries had simply been 
a product of her exag-
geration of how badly 
she thought she had 
done on the test.

Now, exaggeration 
is not all bad. Richard 
H. Gramzow, a psy-
chologist at the Uni-
versity of Southampton 
in England, finds that 
oftentimes when stu-
dents inflate their aca-
demic accomplishments, 
they actually work harder 
to realize the images they 
have produced. In these cases, 
the exaggeration is simply a form 
of voicing our aspirations. 

Exaggerating negative events, 
however, can have harmful con-
sequences. If we begin to mag-
nify the frequency of negative 

events and think along the lines 

of, “Why does this always hap-
pen to me?” we blind ourselves 
with negativity and fail to see po-
tential solutions.

Exaggeration can also cause us 
to form unhelpful assumptions. 
How many times have you waved 
to a friend only for them to not 
wave back? Maybe your friend 
just did not see you, but it is easy 
to exaggerate the situation into 
something bigger. You might 
think that maybe your 
friend does not 
want to talk 
to you 
any-

more 
a n d                
no longer 
likes you. Or that 
you have done something 
to upset your friend. It is under-
standable to be concerned about 
others’ feelings when there is a 
reason to be, but blowing every 
small event up into a dramatic 
occurrence causes us to focus on 
unimportant details and ignore 
the bigger picture. 

Besides in our everyday lives, 
exaggeration is also an issue in 

the professional world. In a study 
by Daniele Fanelli of the Univer-
sity of Edinburgh and John Io-
annidis of Stanford University, 
researchers examined over 1,000 
research papers in psychiatry 
and genetics. They found that 
scientists in human behavioral 
studies, specifically in the United 
States, tend to exaggerate their 
findings. 

I n 

an article for “The Guardian,” 
Chris Chambers, a Cardiff Uni-
versity psychologist, identifies 
the problem of bias in psychol-
ogy research. He suggests that 
U.S. funding agencies such as 
the National Institutes of Health 
need to re-examine the ways in 

which they reward research. In 
the United States, scientists are 
rewarded for work that is inno-
vative and shocking, pushing sci-
entists to unconsciously form bi-
ases and exaggerate their results 
to match their preconceived 
opinions. This leads to false con-
clusions, damaging the advance-
ment of accurate science. Due to 
the severe competition that they 
face for research funding, Ameri-
can Scientists are pressured to 

report extreme findings in 
order to have their work 

recognized and             
published in                                                  

   distinguished jour-
nals. This 

c o m -
plete-

l y 

un-
d e r -

m i n e s 
the origi-

nal goal of 
research: to 

uncover truth. 
Scientists’ tendency 

to exaggerate instead mis-
guides their intentions in pur-

suit of reward. 
We also see exaggeration in the 

form of crazy news headlines. 
For example, when an asteroid 
passed by Earth this winter, the 
“Daily Express” and “Indy 100” 
published articles titled “Haz-
ardous three-mile-wide asteroid 
heads towards Earth just DAYS 
before Christmas” and “A huge 
5-km wide asteroid is hurtling 

towards Earth.” Upon seeing 
these headlines, readers would 
be alarmed about a certain doom 
approaching humanity. Accord-

ing to NASA, however, the as-
teroid passed about 6.4 million 
miles away from Earth — almost 
27 times the distance between 
the Earth and the moon. While 
this is extremely close in space 
terms, the distance is sufficiently 
large to eliminate any threat of 
collision or danger to Earth. In-
stead of portraying the actual 
situation, these headlines falsely 
inflated it into an imminent ca-
tastrophe. 

We exaggerate all the time in 
ordinary conversation, whether 
we are telling a story, complain-
ing about our day, or making a 
joke. In certain cases, a little bit 
of exaggeration can make our 
stories more captivating. But for 
the most part, exaggerating our 
misfortunes only brings us prob-
lems. So by catching ourselves 
before we exaggerate, we can 
reduce some of the stress in our 
lives. At Andover, for example, 
we can alleviate some of the con-
stant stress surrounding grades 
if we actively avoid blowing our 
mistakes out of proportion. In a 
larger sense, people should re-
port fact-based research rather 
than simply strive for the titles 
of “innovation” or “shocking dis-
covery.” And if we stop portray-
ing every major event as a pos-
sible cause of human extinction, 
maybe we can all feel a little safer 
here on Earth.

C.W
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WHILE BROWSING 
last week’s issue of 
The Phillipian, I came 

across “Where America’s Gun 
Culture Comes From” by Ava 
Long ’21 in the Commentary Sec-
tion. After reading it, I was left 
with only one thing to say: “Fort-
nite,” battle-royale titles, or even 
graphic video games in general 
are not at fault for America’s gun 
culture. Here is the simple reason 
why: correlation does not mean 
causation. 

A battle royale game, such as 
the one that Long refers to, is a 
video game genre where players 
scavenge for supplies (guns or 
vehicles) with the intent of elimi-
nating all other players to merge 
as the lone victor, sort of like the 
“Hunger Games.” As a fan of the 
genre, I feel the need to defend 
what I love. There are no studies 
that offer support for the con-
clusion that violent video games 
cause violence in real life. The 
American Psychological Associa-
tion (APA) has shown that there 
is at most a link “between playing 
violent video games and aggres-
sion.” Correlation, however, does 
not equal causation. “Scientists 
have investigated the use of vio-
lent video games for more than 
two decades but to date, there is 
very limited research address-
ing whether violent video games 
cause people to commit acts of 
criminal violence,” said Mark Ap-

pelbaum, PhD, chair of the APA 
Task force on Violent Media. 
This demonstrates that playing 
“Fortnite” will not awaken some 
primal instinct that causes people 
to commit homicide. 

Furthermore, violent video 
games have exploded in popular-
ity within the last two decades. 
Triple-A (high budget) titles 
like “Grand Theft Auto San An-
dreas,” “Counter-Strike: Global 
Offensive,” “Call of Duty: Mod-
ern Warfare,” “Overwatch,” and 
more have taken America and the 
world by storm. The video game 
distribution platform, Steam, gen-
erated 4.3 billion dollars worth of 
sales revenue in 2017 alone. And, 
for the first time in 2014, more 

people watched 
the League of Legends Esports 
World Championship than the 
NBA finals. Despite the fact that 
people today play more violent 
and aggressive video games than 
ever in history, the number of 
firearm-related homicides has 
declined 39 percent, from 18,253 
in 1993 to 11,101 in 2011, according 
to the Justice Department. 

The United States is the only 
country with this            bizarre 
level of gun-related deaths and 
mass shootings, but it certainly 
isn’t the only country where 
people enjoy these games. Take 
China for example. Despite the 
fact that “PlayerUnknown’s Bat-
tlegrounds” (PUBG) mobile — a 

staple battle-royale publica-
tion — is the most download-

ed game on the App Store as of 
March 2018, China’s most recent 
and atrocious school-related in-
cidents have all been stabbings. 
This certainly isn’t because Chi-
nese players play less PUBG or 
are only allowed to use melee 
weapons in combat; this is be-
cause China has stricter gun laws! 
In truth, despite the fact that 
there are people playing violent 
video games all over the world, 
America is home to only “[five 
percent] of the world’s popula-
tion, but has had 31 [percent] of 
the public mass shootings world-
wide between 1966 and 2012,” ac-
cording to “Time” magazine.

As Long stated, “Fortnite” and 
similar games fail to “show the 
harrowing           consequences of 
gun violence.” So what? Games 
don’t generally depict anything 
realistically because they’re just 

meant to be stress relieving and 
fun. How often in a game of PUBG 
do you have to stop mid-mission 
just for your character to use the 
toilet? Let’s face it: battle royale 
games aren’t realistic, and anyone 
who expects these shooters to be 
pedagogical has probably missed 
the point. After all, “Fortnite” is 
just an entertaining cartoon game 
with fancy-schmancy particle ef-
fects, and I see no harm in liking 
just that. Hopefully, the people 
who are looking from the outside 
in can begin to dissolve some of 
the stigma around video games 
by trying to understand them. 
Then maybe they, too, can find 
themselves enjoying a game.

ANDY ZENG

Breaking News: Exaggeration Destroys Lives

Adrienne Li is a two-year 
Upper from Katy, Tex., and an 
Arts & Leisure Editor for The 
Phillipian. Contact the author 
at ali19@andover.edu.

Fortnite Is Not at Fault

ADRIENNE LI

Andy Zeng is  new Lower 
from Palo Alto, Calif. Con-
tact the author at yzeng20@
andover.edu.
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...blowing every small 
event up into a dramatic 
occurrence causes us to 
focus on unimportant 
details and ignore the 

bigger picture. 

...by catching ourselves 
before we exaggerate, we 
can reduce some of the 

stress in our lives. 
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In March 2018, Andover wast-
ed about 730 pounds of food per 
day. To combat waste at Andover 
and hunger in the local communi-
ty, members of the Eating Aware-
ness Team (EAT) conducted the 
second annual Food Waste Chal-
lenge. 

Members of the club counted 
the number of clean plates that 
returned on the belt and allocat-
ed funds according to pledges and 
donations. 

At first, Cameron Kang ’21 did 
not know that the Food Waste 
Challenge existed, but she decid-
ed to get involved to help promote 
better habits in herself and others. 

“I think a lot of food is wasted 
because, especially when you’re 
in a rush, there are a lot of times 
when even I could not finish all 
my food and I had to put it on the 
belt uneaten or even untouched. 
So I think that it’s really important 
that we promote less food waste, 
especially here. I want to stay in-
volved with the Food Waste Chal-
lenge even next year and hopeful-
ly join the EAT Club,” said Kang.

Shyan Koul ’19 highlighted 
the importance of being aware of 
waste and the privileged position 
that allows Andover students and 
faculty to engage in the event.

“I think this was just an incred-
ible way to have awareness about 
what we’re doing on campus and 
just being aware of the food that 
we waste, the food that we eat…  
just understanding that we come 
from a background that puts so 
much privilege of having so much 
food and that we should at least be 
aware of what we’re doing. I think, 
at the very least, even if you’re not 
going to stop throwing away food, 
you’re at least going to know how 
much we throw away, which is re-
ally important,” said Koul.

Allison Zhu ’19 and Isabella 
Morona ’19, co-presidents of EAT, 
were inspired to start the chal-
lenge during their Learning in the 
World trip to India in 2016. The 
meals served at one community 
center resonated with Zhu and 
Morona. 

“One place I really remem-
ber us going to is an anganwadi, 

which in Hindi means ‘local com-
munity education center.’ When 
we were there, it was in Chalal 
Village in India, and we had one 
event which was to serve food to 
the students attending the com-
munity center. We saw that their 
meal was comprised of potatoes 
and rice, they didn’t really have 
any proteins, any vegetables, and a 
lot of the students actually came to 
school only because that was their 
only way to get food,” said Zhu. 

Zhu and Morona used their 
experiences on the trip as a cata-
lyst for the Food Waste Challenge, 
a way to spread awareness about 
overlooked waste.

“We thought about how we 
could bring this issue back to 
Andover; how we could bring 
community giving, community 
service, community engagement 
here… We aren’t really as con-
scious about food here. Often-
times, it disappears through the 
conveyor belts, and we don’t ever 
really think about how much food 
we waste,” said Zhu. 

In an email to The Phillipian, 
Morona noted the severe impacts 
of malnutrition and food waste. 
She hoped to address these two 
issues with the Food Waste Chal-
lenge. 

“I think it is important to reg-
ularly remind the community 
about the impact of food waste on 
the environment and on external 
communities. I have seen first-
hand the danger of malnutrition 
on one’s health and of food waste 
on the environment. I am real-

ly moved by these problems and 
want do the best I can in raising 
awareness and creating solutions 
for these. The Food Waste Chal-
lenge is just one of the activities 
that I plan on organizing to make a 
positive impact on society,” wrote 
Morona.

In last year’s Food Waste Chal-
lenge, 717 clean plates were count-
ed, increasing from 42 percent to 
80 percent over the course of the 
event. The 1,500 dollars raised 
was sent to two schools for the 
blind in Ahmedabad, India. Zhu 
hopes that the percentage of clean 
plates increases not only on the 
day of the challenge but also in the 
future. 

“Obviously, we’re hoping to 
have a lot more percentage of 
clean plates. As a reflection of the 
Food Waste Challenge, we really 
hope that this is not just during 
one mealtime. It sets an exam-
ple for future meals and gives me 
hope that all students will keep 
in mind that the small actions we 
have here can result in a great 
impact and ripple effects in other 
communities. The things we do 
here and the amount of time and 
energy and effort we spend on 
really focusing on reducing food 
waste can help other communities 
too,” said Zhu. 

This year’s proceeds will go to 
Bread and Roses, a soup kitchen in 
Lawrence, Mass. 

Editor’s Note: Allison Zhu is a 
Commentary Editor for The Phil-
lipian. 

Reporting by Ianna Ramdhany
NEWS IN BRIEF 

•	 Representatives from 145 
colleges and universities 
gathered at the Smith Center 
on Monday for the annual 
Spring College Fair, held 
by the College Counseling 
Office. Students and families 
from Andover and other 
local areas attended the fair, 
which lasted for two hours. 

•	 Tracy Ainsworth, In-
structor in History and 
Tang Institute Fellow, led a 
discussion on Wednesday for 
her project “Quiet Schools,” 
which, according to the 
Tang Institute webpage, 
works to explore ways to 
effectively support the needs 
of introverted students and 
faculty members and to 
spread awareness of intro-
verts’ strengths. Ainsworth 

argues that valuing different 
temperaments and chal-
lenging an “extrovert ideal” 
should be part of furthering 
Andover’s commitment to 
diversity and inclusion.

•	 The Parents of Students of 
Phillips Academy (PSPA) 
hosted a Faculty & Staff 
Appreciation Breakfast 
in the George Washington 
Hall Faculty Room on Friday 
morning to recognize the 
adults on campus. 

 
Looking Ahead
 
•	 Af-Lat-Am’s 50th Anniver-

sary Celebration will take 
place over the course of the 
coming weekend. Keynote 
Speaker Hafsat Abiola ’92, a 
Nigerian human rights activ-

ist, will start the celebration 
in Cochran Chapel on Friday 
night. On Saturday, a “Cel-
ebration of Legacy” dinner 
will be held in the Snyder 
Center, where current and 
former students, faculty, and 
staff will gather. Registration 
for the dinner can be found 
on the Andover Gazette. 

•	 Students will participate in 
Andover’s annual housing 
lottery this weekend. The 
process is entirely online. On 
Sunday, April 29, boarding 
students will fill out an 
online houing form and 
receve their lottery numbers. 
Results of the housing lottery 
will be announced on May 7. 

Andover Hosts School’s First 
Out of The Darkness Walk 

the walk cared for each other, and 
how there was a really nice com-
munity of people.”

The event did not bring to-
gether solely Andover community 
members. Students from Worces-
ter Academy and Brooks School 
were also in attendance, and stu-

dents from Andover High School 
volunteered at the event. 

Joel said, “I think it’s important 
because if Andover can provide 
the place and the organization, 
and some of the things that make 
it easy for people to show up, I 
think it’s our obligation to do ev-
erything we can to bring people 
together.”

Vale said, “We have a plat-

form to be able to do this. Friends 
of mine who are still in public 
schools don’t have the options 
to get projects like these off the 
ground. We have so many resourc-
es available to us at Andover to 
start conversations about mental 
health and suicide that I feel like 
we are obligated to do things like 
this.”

OWHL Plans for 
Upcoming Renovation

The rest of the library’s collec-
tions are to be moved out after 
the end of this academic year. 

Students seeking to check out 
books will have to request them 
via the OWHL’s online catalog. 
Next year, books in the Smith 
Center will be sent to a new Cir-
culation Desk in Lower Left for 
student pickup. The Archives 
close temporarily for the year. 

“With a little bit of configu-
ration on our catalog, we’ll make 
them requestable, and you will 
be able to request a book in about 
two or three… days. Request the 
book, and we’ll go get the book, 
and we’ll make them available at 
that service center, where you’ll 
pick them up,” said Barker. 

The OWHL renovation team 
hopes to utilize other spaces 
on campus, including George 
Washington Hall (GW) and the 
Underwood Room. Barker said 
that GW could be convenient to 
turn into a study space. The Un-
derwood Room has the potential 
to serve as a combination of a 
lounge space and a study space. 

Some students have ex-
pressed their concerns regard-
ing the lack of readily available 
print books and the absence of 
the Stacks, which provide priva-
cy for many students.

“For those people who rely on 
books [rather] than digital media 
to find entertainment and to find 
intellectual stimuli, I think that 
[the absence of physical books] 
in itself is kind of depriving the 
regular students of the resources 
to be great [and] to be intellectu-
al,” said Eddy Lee ’19.

Lee continued, “We also need 
to have places like Stacks where 
people can find the privacy.”

Barker said that he could re-
late to Lee’s concern about not 
having a space like the Stacks. 

“I did that in college myself. 
Stacks would be a place I’d find 
some sanctuary. I might not have 
any great suggestions for the 

temporary [replacement]… But 
I would also say in the interim, 
go to the Addison [Gallery of 
American Art], go to the Pea-
body [Institute of Archeology], 
spend some time in the [Co-
chran] Chapel, go take a walk in 
the [Cochran Bird] Sanctuary. I 
think there’s so many resources 
on campus to find sanctuary,” 
said Barker.

Because the renovation of the 
OWHL is projected to be com-
plete in the September of 2019, 
current Uppers and Seniors will 
not experience the renovated li-
brary. 

“We are definitely getting 
the short end of the stick, [but] 
it sounds like the library ren-
ovation is going to be a really 
nice upgrade, and I think future 
classes would really benefit a lot 
from it,” said Floyd Greenwood 
’19.

Barker said, “I credit the 
current Uppers and Seniors, at 
least in some part, [for] all the 
ideas they’ve brought, and the 
last graduating class too… Those 
were really inspiring to myself 
and the staff. [They were] one of 
the reasons we saw potential for 
what a renovated building could 
look like. I think it all goes back 
to student ideas and creativity 
and what they’re about. I feel 
bad they are going to miss out 
[but], on the other hand, credit 
them for being people who really 
influence the decision.”

Barker emphasized that the 
OWHL renovation team is trying 
its best to find a balance between 
the historic and the futuristic 
while emphasizing productivity 
in the new library renovation. 

“It’s not all about building a 
[bigger version of The Nest] and 
all. We also need to think about 
people who are not involved 
or interested in [The Nest] and 
more. That’s why we are going 
to have ten more group study 
rooms… Because, in addition to 
reading books and the social as-
pect, it is also about getting your 
work done,” said Barker.

Continued  from A1, Column 1

Continued  from A1, Column 3

Mindfulness Instructor 
Matthew Hepburn On 
Finding Freedom In 

Everyday Life

The Freeman Room fell 
quiet as meditation instruc-
tor Matthew Hepburn en-
couraged everyone to become 
aware of their own breath. For 
20 minutes, Hepburn led the 
tight circle of students and 
faculty through a meditation 
session. 

Hepburn, who refers to 
himself as a “meditation 
junkie,” visited Andover on 
Wednesday evening to share 
his insights on finding free-
dom in daily life. Currently, 
Hepburn is a meditation in-
structor at the Cambridge 
Insight Meditation Center 
and is a Meditation Content 
Producer and Analyst at 10% 
Happier, an app that aims to 
provide “meditation for fid-
gety skeptics,” as advertised 
by its website. 

Hepburn views meditation 
as a means by which people 
can familiarize themselves 
with their minds.

Hepburn said during his 
talk, “If there was one thing in 
your life that influenced every 
single thing that you ever did, 
and you have an opportunity 
to create tremendous under-
standing and skill with this 
particular thing, would you 
care to take an interest? Prob-
ably, yeah. Well, that thing for 
me was my mind.”

Max de Saint-Exupery ’20, 
who participated in the guid-
ed meditation, thought that 
Hepburn helped reveal a more 
profound way to experience 
self-reflection.

“We always hear that we 
should look in ourselves and 
that we should be meditative, 
but it’s so rare that we actual-
ly ever think about ourselves 
in a more abstract feeling, not 
just in our day-to-day lives 
but in our lives in general,” 
said de Saint-Exupery.

He continued, “There are 
so many things to worry about 
— so many assignments, club 
meetings, requirements to fill 
out, leadership roles to main-
tain — and it’s so rare that you 
ever get a time to stop and 
look at yourself and think, 
‘Am I happy? What am I do-
ing?’ And that’s why I think 
this talk really helped me.” 

Hepburn described how 
his mind was involved with 

influencing every moment of 
his life, from the decisions he 
has made to the relationships 
he has built. Eventually, Hep-
burn realized that people in 
the past that had created dif-
ferent traditions around un-
derstanding the mind, which 
were passed down generation 
after generation. 

Hepburn said, “You can 
create a sense of unshakable 
wellbeing that changes how 
we move through the world 
and improves how you move 
through the world and the 
effect that you have on the 
world. This was super com-
pelling to me.” 

After sharing some of his 
journey in meditative prac-
tice, Hepburn proceeded 
to lead the group in a brief 
meditation. He directed the 
students and faculty to close 
their eyes, get in a comfort-
able yet upright position, and 
simply observe their mind’s 
activities. He gave subtle 
comments every few seconds 
that instructed participants 
on their next steps in the pro-
cess. 

Hepburn also explained 
that there are different med-
itative “gestures” designed to 
enhance one’s experience or 
level of focus. Hepburn re-
vealed that he had used sev-
eral of these gestures while 
leading the group meditation 
during the talk.

Hepburn said, “One medi-
tative gesture is to find some-
thing that’s going to be your 
central focal point and con-
tinue to come back to it again 
and again. This helps build 
collectiveness and helps build 
some sense of unification of 
our experience.” 

The group of participants 
consisted both of newcomers 
to mindfulness as well as peo-
ple who were already familiar 
with meditation. Yuji Chan ’18 
shared that the talk reminded 
her of the value of slowing 
down.

Chan said, “I don’t have a 
lot of experience with medi-
tation but found the session 
today really valuable. I was 
overwhelmed with the rush 
of everything around me, so 
I appreciated the moment of 
meditation to slow everything 
down.”

STEVE NAM

Food Waste Challenge Records 730 Pounds 
of Daily Food Waste

ZACH MOYNIHAN

K.AALTO/THE PHILLIPIAN

Cameron Kang ’21 sits in Paresky Commons, where students counted clean 
plates for this year’s Food Waste Challenge.
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on our campus. We are hoping 
to start a revolving Green Fund, 
building off of the Green Cup 
Challenge. The money saved from 
energy saving throughout these 
past four weeks will be allotted to 
environmental projects and sus-
tainability projects on campus in 
the future,” said Ezell.

The events of the week fell un-
der the Greener Blue Initiative, a 
comprehensive effort to support 
campus sustainability. 

“A Greener Blue basically 
brings together everyone who is 
increasing the sustainability of 
campus. It connects the students 
building computerized gardens 
and solar benches in [The Nest] 
with the facilities department that 
is super-insulating a new facul-
ty home, with the grounds crew 
installing meadows to promote 
ecosystem development and with 
the alumni who have gone on to 
start ground-breaking renewable 
energy companies. It’s open for 
anybody to get involved and be-
come a part of the Greener Blue 
Initiative,” said Guerette. 

Given the current state of the 
environment, Ezell feels that the 
Andover community has an ob-
ligation to address sustainability, 
even if it means altering current 
habits. 

“I think that as a school that’s 
raising future leaders of the world, 
it’s so important [that] we under-
stand how pressing the current 
state of environmental affairs is 
right now and that we really need 
to act immediately and change so 
many of our daily habits in order 
to address it,” said Ezell.
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Earth Week Sparks Long-Term 
Planning for EcoAction Club

Meka Egwuekwe ’91 Shares Non Sibi Spirit in Computer Science

While computer science is 
a growing field in the Unit-
ed States, many major tech 
companies are employing low 
numbers of minorities. Ac-
cording to “CNBC,” only 35 
percent of Facebook’s work-
force were women in 2017. In 
that same year, Google’s own 
data showed that its work-
force was 69 percent male and 
56 percent white. 

Andover alumnus Meka 
Egwuekwe ’91 has taken this 
lack of diversity in technolo-
gy to heart. As the Co-Found-
er and Executive Director of 
CodeCrew, a Memphis-based, 
non-profit organization, Eg-
wuekwe works to provide 
young students the opportu-
nities to explore computer 
science. During Wednesday’s 
All-School Meeting (ASM), 
Egwuekwe shared more on 
his life of Non Sibi, “not for 
self.”

Luke Napolitano ’20 said, 
“[Egwuekwe] sent a lot of fo-
cus to the fact that we need 
to teach kids who don’t have 
access to these materials we 
need to teach them how to 
use these materials so they 
have a better life overall and 
they will be able to compete 
in industries that are mainly 
white-dominated.”

During ASM, Egwuekwe 
expressed a desire to create a 
more diverse technology in-
dustry. 

“It should come as no sur-
prise that the major compa-
nies have such abysmal num-
bers in respect to diversity in 
tech because, arguably, only 
those who have the most 
privilege in our country are 
getting access to this type of 
education.” said Egwuekwe 
during ASM. 

Egwuekwe continued, “It’s 
not just a question of race and 
ethnicity, but also in respect 
to gender. Back in the mid 
’80s, as many as a third of the 
students in departments of 
computer science in colleges 
and universities across the 
country were women. Today, 
it’s about 18 percent.”

Egwuekwe’s organization, 
CodeCrew, strives to make 
computer science education 
affordable through courses, 
workshops, open curriculum, 
and other means of outreach. 
According to its website, Co-
deCrew has taught more than 
1,000 students to code since 
May 2015, of which 91% are 
black and Latinx youth and 
41% are girls who code. 

Egwuekwe said during 
ASM, “We’ve got kids now 
publishing their apps on the 
Google Play Store and the 
Apple App Store, [and] we 
take high school kids like 

yourselves and place them in 
internships with local tech 
companies.”

Egwuekwe emphasized 
that although the technolo-
gy industry is growing rapid-
ly, there are still not enough 
computer science courses in 
schools. 

“Some 90 percent of par-
ents say they want their kids 
to learn how to code, but 
only 40 percent of schools 
teach coding in any capacity, 
many of them simply just af-
ter-school programs that meet 
once a week. Millions of kids 
across the country are not get-
ting these opportunities to be 
tech producers and work in 
the careers of the future,” said 
Egwuekwe during ASM. 

Egwuekwe urged Ando-
ver students to embody Non 
Sibi spirit everyday, asking 
the student body to reflect on 
what type of Andover gradu-
ate they would like to be, as he 
did when he was at Andover. 

Egwuekwe said, “Non Sibi 
is a spirit and it is a way of life. 
Non Sibi Day should not be 
some token service day so you 
can say you’ve checked off a 
box for the year. That’s not 
the reason we have Non Sibi 
Day; we have it to remind us 
of how important service is.”

Grace Macshane ’20 said, 
“I think by listening to the 
speaker, I realized we need 
to embody the Non Sibi spirit 

not only on one day on cam-
pus, but also in our daily lives 
as Mr. Egwuekwe has demon-
strated in his nonprofit cod-
ing organization.”

Egwuekwe also connect-
ed the life of Martin Luther 
King Jr. to the concept of Non 
Sibi, remembering the 50th 
anniversary of King that took 
place earlier this month on 
April 4.

“[King] spoke about about 
architecting your life and 
sharing your life in such a way 

that one is not only excellent 
in what one does, but one is 
also giving and living in a way 
very consistent with what we 
have long called ‘Non Sibi,’” 
said Egwuekwe. 

Shira Wolpowitz ’21 said, 
“I enjoyed that he was inspi-
rational. I also enjoyed that 
he didn’t just tell us all these 
idealistic things he actually 
went and told us exactly how 
he was able to exemplify the 
Non Sibi spirit.”

ALEXANDRA LEBARON 
& KAELA AALTO

D.TULLER/THE PHILLIPIAN
Meka Egwuekwe ’91, this year’s Non Sibi Speaker, works to improve 
computer science education accessibility through CodeCrew, a non-profit 
organization located in Memphis, Tenn.

Students March Against Sexual 
Violence, Sexual Harassment, and 

Gender-Based Violence

for this cause,” said McCarthy.
Thania Martinez ’21 echoed 

McCarthy’s sentiment of the pow-
er of community.

“As the speaker told us to look 
around at all the lights and how 
many people were there to sup-

port you, it just brought tears to 
my eyes. I looked down at my can-
dle and realized how each candle 
represents a person who has sur-
vived, what they’ve gone through, 
and just holding that in my hands 
made me feel really empowered 
and empathetic,” said Martinez. 

In years to come, Slibeck would 
appreciate seeing even more An-
dover community members at the 
event.

“In the future I’d love to see 
more people… Fighting against 
sexual violence is something that’s 
for all of us, not just a survivor or 
someone who’s best friend is a 
survivor. It’s for everyone, and I 
think that’s the mentality we all 
need to adapt. This is everyone’s 
fight, and this is something that 
really matters, and we should be 
fighting for this,” said Slibeck.

Schoolwide Lockdown Drill Incorporates ALICE Campus Safety Protocol

During the 29 years that 
Tom Conlon has served as the 
Director of Phillips Academy 
Public Safety (PAPS), he has 
noticed and witnessed the na-
tionwide increase in school 
shootings. This increase has 
made him recognize the need 
for efficient safety protocols 
at Andover.

The necessity of having 
conversations about safety on 
campus has soared after the 
2012 Sandy Hook shooting. 
Prior to the incident, emer-
gency lockdown drills were 
rarely conducted and fire drill 
responses varied from dorm 
to dorm.

Conlon said, “They were 
haphazard in the way they 
were done. Some dorms would 

do them, some wouldn’t do 
them, and we had to fight the 
department into saying we’re 
going to get these protocols 
done as a safety requirement.”

Conlon advocated to in-
crease the school’s focus on 
safety through the introduc-
tion of mandatory emergency 
lockdowns three times a year.

Conlon said, “The purpose 
of our emergency lockdown is 
in response to any emergency 
we have on campus where we 
have to notify people in the 
community that they have to 
shelter in place or evacuate to 
certain areas.”

ALICE, a pneumonic for a 
system of evacuation that in-
cludes the steps alert, lock-
down, inform, counter, and 
evacuate, was created as a re-
sponse to the 1999 Columbine 
shooting.

“ALICE started because of 
a Texas sheriff department 
who, after Columbine, wanted 
to come up with some sort of 
different protocol for if there 
was some sort of active shoot-
er. In Columbine, they told 
everyone to seek shelter and 
stay in place. Most of the stu-
dents who were shot to death 
in Columbine were actually 
hiding in the library under-
neath desks and a person just 
came in and shot people ran-
domly,” said Colon.

Conlon added, “With AL-
ICE, they teach you that it’s 
the five steps but it can be in 
any random order. It’s just 
protocol where you can iden-
tify what’s the best way to re-
spond to this situation.”

Andover is the first private 
school to incorporate ALICE 
into campus safety, according 

to Conlon. Conlon says that a 
functional safety system is es-
sential to creating clear, logi-
cal plans in times of danger.

Conlon also expressed 
great appreciation for the new 
system due to its convenience 
in any situation. The easy 
template for emergency re-
sponse is an essential tool for 
students to be equipped with 
in unexpected circumstances.

“It gives the school and the 
community here a sense of at 
least if something did happen, 
here’s some steps I could fol-
low instead of being caught in 
a cross saying, ‘Well, what am 
I supposed to do?’ Some sort 
of training mechanism just 
to get people thinking about 
what are the best options for 
themselves,” said Conlon.

Conlon also believes that 
protecting a boarding school 

campus with scattered build-
ings becomes more of a chal-
lenge when faced with an ac-
tive shooter. He has addressed 
the problem with the imple-
mentation of new electronic 
technology which simultane-
ously protects all buildings.

Conlon said, “The admin-
istration and the trustees put 
forth the money so we can put 
all of the buildings on elec-
tronic lockdown and just from 
the [flick] of a switch in here, 
all of the buildings get locked 
down where before someone 
would go around with a key 
and have to try to lockdown 
all of the buildings which by 
that time it’s too late.”

IANNA RAMDHANY

978-975-1230
733 Turnpike St.
North Andover

Captain Pizza

Any sandwich, chips, and 
a 12  ounce soda for

$16.99 For 2 Pizzas
Special: 

Mediterranean Foods

$8.95

Continued  from A1, Column 5

Continued  from A1, Column 1

New Director of Tang Institute, 
Andy Housiaux

wellbeing, and the purpose of an        
Andover education today.”

In an email to The Phillip-
ian, Head of School John Pal-
frey wrote, “I foresee continued 
growth and innovation out of the 
Tang Institute under Mr. Housi-
aux’s leadership.  Ms. Nolan, the 
Tang team, and its fellows have 
done an amazing job getting it off 

the ground and I am eager to see 
how high it can fly from here… 
Mr. Housiaux is among the most 
thoughtful, insightful educators 
I have ever met. He will combine 
the sensibilities of a classroom 
teacher with the reach of an         
educational visionary in his work 
as the Currie Family Director of 
the Tang Institute.”

In addition to teaching sever-
al courses, Housiaux has worked 
with the Tang Institute as a Tang 
Fellow. His project, Mindful Com-

munity, works to support stu-
dents, staff, and faculty in cultivat-
ing everyday mindfulness. 

Housiaux is also one of two 
program directors for Niswarth in 
Bhutan, one of the many experien-
tial-learning opportunities offered 
by the Tang Institute’s Learning in 
the World program. This summer, 
Housiaux will lead Niswarth in 
Bhutan to the world’s last Hima-
layan kingdom, where Andover 
students will explore Bhutan’s 
culture among Bhutanese peers.

Continued  from A1, Column  1
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Monday-Saturday: 11AM - 1AM 
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(978) 475-6068

THE GRILL

Offering pizza, salad, subs, and more!

Brazilian Exchange Students 
Experience Everyday Andover Life

Students from SESC School in 
Brazil completed their two-week 
stay at Andover this week. The 
students were part of a twelve-day 
exchange program Andover has 
hosted since 2011 in partnership 
with SESC, which is located in Rio 
de Janeiro. The students, all high 
school seniors, stayed with host 
families in Andover and attended 
classes during their time on cam-
pus.

“This is a traditional cultural 
trip we get in school when we are 
in the last year. It is the dream of 
all of our students to come to the 
great North America to know the 
culture and to know the people 
here as well as the some Amer-
icans go to school to see how the 
education works,” said Rafael Ber-
toldi Torres, a senior at SESC.

Flavia Vidal, Director of the 
Brazil PLACES program and the 
Brace Center for Gender Studies, 
believes it is important to foster 
intercultural exchange and con-
nection while acting as the stu-
dents’ hosts.

“[The program] really comes 
from this idea that it is very im-
portant for us to be connected to 
what’s happening in other places 
in the world, to connect students 
from different schools, from dif-
ferent cultures, from different 
ways of life, and thinking and to 
try and foster opportunities for 
these connections to happen in a 

variety of ways,” said Vidal.
Paulo Ceotto, an English teach-

er at SESC and the school’s Direc-
tor of Exchange Programs, who 
chaperoned the Brazilian students 
at Andover, agreed with Vidal. In 
the past, SESC has been inspired 
by their Andover visits to imple-
ment changes at their own school, 
including a Makerspace and bet-
ter cafeteria food. This year, Ceot-
to wanted to focus on finding ways 
to improve Brazil’s educational 
system.

“We find that it’s very useful to 
visit and see how the culture and 
ways of doing things because that 
informs the way we do things as 
well in Brazil. We find that nobody 
has the solution yet of education 
and it’s very useful to look at how 
things are done at [Andover] and 
see what good ideas we can take 
back to Brazil and implement in 
our schools,” Ceotto said.

Beatriz Dias is a senior at SESC 
who participated in the program. 
During her time at Andover, Diaz 
decided to focus on improving her 
English and learning about class-
room environments at Andover.

“Mostly, [I want to] practice 
and learn more English and every-
thing I can in many different ar-
eas. And I want to learn how you 
guys learn, the different method-
ologies,” said Dias.

Antonio Fernandes, another 
senior at SESC, also focused on 
learning about American methods 
of teaching and learning. 

“I hope to take the methodol-
ogy and translate it to Brazil, get-
ting to know other people, being 
in contact with another culture 
that’s really different. Maybe peo-
ple don’t think so, but it is. Just 
translating that to our school is ba-
sically a priority,” Fernandes said.

Students at Andover also have 
the opportunity to participate in 
an exchange program at SESC in 
Brazil. The Brazil PLACES pro-
gram is a three-week summer pro-
gram conducted by the Tang Insti-
tute in partnership with SESC.

“We are in Rio de Janeiro, 
which is in itself is an amazing at-
traction. We have beaches nearby, 
forests in Rio. We often take [vis-
iting students] on cultural tours to 
learn about the history of Rio de 
Janeiro. It’s a very exciting time 
when they are there, very busy 
too,” said Ceotto.

Teachers at Andover have also 
visited Brazil to learn more about 
the teaching style in a different 
country. These teachers have ap-
plied what they learned at SESC 
to classes at Andover.

“Andover does a bunch of 
things really well, SESC does a 
bunch of things really well,” said 
Vidal.

Regardless of what he learns 
about American education and 
culture, Bertoldi Torres is ready to 
take it back to Brazil.

“I am totally open. Whatever 
comes, I will take to Brazil,” said 
Bertoldi Torres.

AVA RATCLIFF

H.SOLOMON/THE PHILLIPIAN
It’s an Andover Crew tradition for boats to throw their coxswains into the river after winning a race. Pictured 
here, Ana Nikolaeva ’20 is tossed into the river after B5 won their race against Boston College High School last 
Saturday.

Photo of the Week:
Victory Coxswain Toss
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NON SIBI WEEKEND 2018

TOBY WANG ’21
“I attended Catie’s Closet, which is a non-profit organization in Massa-
chusetts. I helped fold clothing for children and sorted them... I learned 
that helping children can be very easy but effective towards the chil-
dren. If everyone gave a hand to support children, we can make a big 

difference.” 

This past weekend, students, faculty, staff, parents, and alumni participated in community engagement programs throughout the Andover and 
local communities. Students reflected on their variou Non Sibi proects below. Read the article at the bottom of the page for more information.

‘Not for Self’: Andover Community Engages in Non Sibi Projects

Questioning stigmas sur-
rounding homelessness and 
maintaining outdoor trails, 
Andover students participated 
in 65 different community en-
gagement projects last Friday 
through Sunday for Non Sibi 
Weekend. 

David Onabanjo ’18 partici-
pated in Faces of Homelessness, 
a project that, according to On-
abanjo, focused on stereotypes 
surrounding homelessness, the 
pressure of the shelter system, 
and what causes homelessness. 
Two speakers shared their ex-
periences with the shelter sys-
tem.

Onabanjo said, “If you want 
to change the policies surround-
ing homelessness or surround-
ing the shelter system, first 
what you should do is listen for 
what they need. So it was good 
to just take a lot of time to lis-
ten to the experiences of people 
who you think you know about 
because of TV and all this other 
media… It was good to have that 
time to just listen.” 

Faces of Homelessness was 
one of the Non Sibi programs 
that was offered to the Senior 
class, whose projects focused 
on homelessness and housing 
issues. According to Monique 
Cueto-Potts, Director of Com-
munity Engagement, each class 
focused on different issues for 
Non Sibi Weekend. 

Juniors focused on working 
with organizations that support 
children and families. Lowers 
focused on the environment, 
Uppers focused on hunger, and 
Seniors focused on housing. Ac-
cording to Cueto-Potts, these 
are four social issues and needs 
that the Community Engage-
ment team address throughout 
the year with its ongoing pro-
gramming. 

Cueto-Potts said, “I think 

that one takeaway [from Non 
Sibi Weekend] is that there is 
a world outside of our campus. 
We have community partners 
that, on a day-to-day basis, are 
trying to address issues in cer-
tain ways that we think is im-
portant for students to have 
knowledge about.” 

While the Non Sibi Weekend 
lasts only a few days, the Com-
munity Engagement Office of-
fers opportunities for similar 
engagement all throughout the 
school year. 

Cueto-Potts said, “If there’s 
student who participated in the 
Breadloaf Writing Conference 
that happened during Non Sibi 
Weekend, and the next year 
they come, and they want to do 
Breadloaf Writing Workshop on 
Thursdays that we run through-
out the year, there’s a direct link, 
a way for them to do that.”

Megan Cui ’21 had a project 
at Strongwater Farm, a thera-
peutic equestrian center located 
in Tewksbury, Mass. Cui said 
that the group learned about the 
techniques of therapeutic riding 
as well as how horseriding often 
helps people with depression 
and other mental health condi-
tions. 

“I love how the school pays 
so much attention to it to put in 
the education that Non Sibi is 
important and it is part of our 
lives and we need to do it all 
the time, not just for Non Sibi 
[Weekend] but on every single 
day,” said Cui.

According to Cueto-Potts, the 
Community Engagement Office 
does not expect students to leave 
Non Sibi Weekend thinking that 
they changed the world in one 
day. Rather, Cueto-Potts said 
that the office wants students 
to become aware of what orga-
nizations are doing to meet so-
cietal needs and to think about 
what is causing those needs.

Melanie Cheung ’20 partic-
ipated in Andover Trails, an 

outdoor trail project. To help 
maintain the community trails, 
students spread wood chips 
throughout the path. 

Cheung said, “We finished a 
little early, so we got to walk the 
trail. Just being able to help out 
with it and also gaining knowl-
edge of trails in Andover and 
where I could go, that was really 
cool.”

Like Cheung, Harrison Wil-
son ’20 participated in the An-
dover Trails project.

“I think that it would be a 
very interesting type of project 
to expand beyond this weekend. 
It’s a really nice day to be out-
side of the classroom, and hav-
ing one per term could offer [a] 
sort of project,” said Wilson.

Mark Cutler, Community 
Engagement Educator and In-
structor in Spanish, said that 
it is important for the Andover 
community to realize that part-
ner projects do not need “sav-
ing.”

Cutler said, “[Community 
partners] tell us, ‘Hey, we don’t 
need you. It’s great that you’re 
here; it’s great that you’re ex-
pressing solidarity; it’s great 
that you want to collaborate. We 
don’t need you, because this is 
ongoing work, but understand 
that we appreciate your being 
here and we want you to be 
here… But the idea is that you’re 
not here to save us. You’re not 
here to save us from ourselves 
or from anything else but rather 
to work with us toward collec-
tive liberation from oppression 
or any other sort of systemic 
challenge that our society has.’ 
So that’s really what they need.”

Cutler continued, “In our 
dorm last night, one student 
shared his reflection that it’s 
important for us not to go in and 
only take away this good feel-
ing about something good that 
we’ve done individually but to 
see a broader picture.”

According to Cueto-Potts, 

planning for Non Sibi Weekend 
lasts the course of an entire year. 
The Community Engagement 
Office works with the Technol-
ogy Office to handle the sign 
ups, Phillips Academy Public 
Safety (PAPS) to confirm park-
ing, and Catering to handle food 
needs, dietary restrictions, and 
allergies. In addition, bags are 
arranged so that every group is 
provided with necessary sup-
plies.

After Non Sibi Weekend, the 
Community Engagement Office 
reached out to this year’s com-
munity partners in order to find 
out which projects worked well 
and which ones did not. In the 
case of the latter, the office then 
started looking for other orga-
nizations to replace those com-
munity partners.

“We try and have everyone 
pretty much lined up — all the 
community partners lined up by 
the end of this school year — and 
then we come back in the fall. 
We confirm with those part-
ners that they still want to work 
with us. We start dealing with 
transportation, sizing of groups, 
continuing to reach out to com-
munity partners if we still have 
more spaces or something has 
changed over the summer and 
they can no longer host us,” said 
Cueto-Potts.

Lance Freiman ’19 and Hoss-
hini Suraj ’19 participated in 
the Rise Against Hunger Meal 
Packaging event. According to 
Freiman, a large group of stu-
dents gathered, created assem-
bly lines, and packaged meals 
for about an hour. Participants 
packaged a total of 16,416 meals, 
according to Cueto-Potts.

Suraj said, “The main take-
away of the event was to recog-
nize that global hunger isn’t just 
something that just happens in 
distant countries. It’s a problem 
in America. It’s a problem in the 
most unlikely places, and it’s 
really hard to quantify hunger, 

and that’s what makes it such 
a hard issue to tackle. It’s more 
about trying to find a way to 
make short-term solutions have 
a lasting impact and try to find a 
new way to tackle a societal is-
sue that we should all be a part 
of.” 

Cueto-Potts emphasized that 
Non Sibi Weekend is not the 
only time Andover participates 
in community engagement. Ac-
cording to Cueto-Potts, no other 
school in the Eight Schools As-
sociation has at least 30 direct, 
weekly engagement programs, 
all of which include orienta-
tions and reflections.

“I think it’s easy to be like, 
‘Oh, they just care about it for 
a weekend,’ but in reality that’s 
not true. We have a budget. We 
have people who work here ev-
ery day. We have partnerships 
that have been going on for de-
cades and decades and decades. 
So it’s just one of those things 
that the way people interpret 
the weekend isn’t exactly ac-
curate, and we should pause to 
realize that we have a number 
of resources that other schools 
may not have and that we get to 
benefit from not just during this 
weekend but every single week 
of the entire school year,” said 
Cueto-Potts.

In 2019, Non Sibi Weekend 
will fall on the weekend of Good 
Friday, Passover, and Easter. 
Therefore, Non Sibi Day will oc-
cur on Thursday.

Cueto-Potts said, “Right now, 
we run three projects on the 
Saturday of Non Sibi Weekend. 
We run 62 projects on the Fri-
day of Non Sibi Weekend, and 
so [we are] figuring out how 
to still address the needs of all 
1,400 people who are involved 
while also making sure that we 
are meeting the needs of com-
munity partners. The biggest 
change is going to be the shift in 
the day and what that means in 
terms of our community.”

RACHEL CHANG

JACKIE ROSSI ’20
“My Non Sibi Project was Keeping Out the Critters, which included 
building a fence around a garden in order to keep out animals and 

insects. I originally signed up for this project because I wanted to learn 
how to build a fence. However, I got a lot more out of the experience. 
The work was surprisingly rigorous, and I thought it was very impres-

sive that the couple from England, who guided our Non Sibi workshop, 
were able to do it alone.”

PHILLIP KOH ’18
“I was in Faces of Homelessness. The two biggest things I learned 
were homeless people aren’t necessarily beggars who live in the 

streets, but rather people who are actively in search of solutions to im-
prove their lives… One other stereotype that I had was that substance 
abuse was a big cause to homelessness. I thought drug addiction led 
people into an unstable lifestyle and eventually dismantle their lives. 
However, our speakers noted that substance use usually happens as a 
result of homelessness, and how hard it can be [for] some people that 

didn’t expect to be homeless at all.” 

HASSAN OSMAN ’19
“My Non Sibi Project was the Cor Unum Serving. When thinking about 
people who are unable to purchase necessities like food, the image 
of a homeless, jobless, or unkempt person often times pops into the 
mind. What really surprised me through volunteering at Cor Unum 
in Lawrence was how normal everything is. The people are ordinary 
people; most of them had jobs, had homes, yet just didn’t have the 

resources to afford a meal. I think what’s important from this observa-
tion is ordinary people have periods of struggle, and that we shouldn’t 

have these stereotypes of these people.”

OLIVER BUDIMAN ’20
“I did the Lincoln Food Project, and we were on one of the many farms 
the Food Project owned. I learned that it is important to do things not 
for oneself, but for others. At first, I didn’t like the idea of spending a 

free day working on labor. However, at the end of the day, I felt a deep 
sense of satisfaction for what I [had] done. The day has convinced me 

to do more community service in the future.”

ATHENA ROGERS ’21
“My project was Room to Grow, and what we did there was we sorted 
baby shoes... once we got there, and I learned about the foundation, 
I felt lucky to be able to participate in helping people in tough situa-

tions to parent their kids.”

D.TULLER/THE PHILLIPIAN

Lowers garden in their community engagement program, Giving Garden.

C.WAGGONER/THE PHILLIPIAN
Catherine Carter, Instructor in Latin, participates in the Giving Garden community engage-
ment program during Non Sibi Weekend.

REPORTING BY JUNGHO CHANG



What’s the Normal Amount to Like Feet? 

New Proposed Amendments To 
The 2018-2019 Blue Book

–New parietal rule: no one is allowed in your room. Ever. 
Friends aren’t allowed in your room. Your roommate isn’t 
allowed in your room. House counselors aren’t allowed in 
your room. You aren’t even allowed in your room. Except 
between the hours of 6:00 p.m. and 6:23 p.m. on Friday.

–Independent, nonprofit, bottom-up organizations dedicat-
ed to fostering a sense of appreciation and awareness for 
horticulture are STRICTLY prohibited.

– Under no circumstances may any student coat them-
selves in coconut oil and streak during Andover/Exeter 
Weekend.

A8 PROBABLY NOT AS MUCH AS YOU LIKE THEM THOUGH T h e  P r o l e t a r i a n Ans: Findings Were Inconclusive

Senior Cons Freshman 
By Selling Housing 

Lottery Tickets
Rooming season — a 

stressful time for all of 
us: rising Lowers on the 
prowl for roomates, ris-
ing Uppers on the prowl 
for pull-in opportunities, 
and rising Seniors des-
perately trying to find 
their way into a stack. 
For current Seniors, how-
ever, housing presents a 
plethora of economic op-
portunities. One Senior, 
exploiting the confusing 
concept of a “lottery” sys-
tem and the gullibility of 
underclassmen, devised 
a fresh way to capitalize. 
His scheme involved sell-
ing fake lottery tickets, 
promising admission into 
high-demand dorms.

One unlucky victim of 
this ploy, Fred Parks ’21, 
recounted his experience 
in an exclusive interview 
with The Phillipian. 

“I responded to ad in 
The Phillipian searching 
for kids trying to get into 
Bartlett. I shoot this guy 
an email, and he replies, 
telling me to meet him 
in the basement of Gelb 
at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday 
night. When I get there, 
this guy is in a full Pow-
er Rangers suit and a ski 
mask, but I guess I didn’t 
think that was sketchy at 
the time. I’m thinking, 
‘Great, here’s this cool, 
respectable Senior who’s 

just trying to help me 
out.’ God, I should have 
known,” said Parks, shak-
ing his head. 

The Senior then re-
portedly convinced Parks 
to dish out over a thou-
sand BlueBucks, promis-
ing that his name would 
be added into the lottery 
several hundred times. 
He had alleged that he 
had learned how to hack 
into the system during his 
computer science class, at 
which point Parks was to-
tally on board. 

“Nobody explained 
that’s it’s not an actu-
al lottery. I had literally 
no concept of how that 
worked, you know? I was 
so vulnerable,” lamented 
Parks. “I just didn’t want 
to live closer to Uburger 
than the gym.”

Later that night, in a 
Rockwell House room, 
Parks bragged incessant-
ly to his friends about the 
“heist” he had achieved: 
“You’re going into the 
lottery? That’s hilarious. 
I payed a Senior to rig 
the lottery for me, and I 
know where I’m going,” 
he gloated. 

Word spread of this 
controversial transac-
tion through the halls of 
Third North and Third 
South, and in no time, 
the begrudged Senior 
was sitting before a disci-
plinary committee. In his 
DC statement, the Senior 
showed heartwarming 
remorse: “When there’s a 
demand, there’s gotta be 
a supply. Do you have no 
respect for entrepreneur-
ship?”

JACOB BARKAN

Unwitting Freshman cunningly conned out of his pre-
cious BlueBucks by mask-wearing Senior.

The Week’s Top Headlines
• College Fair Sucked: Not Enough Roller 

Coasters

• Wistful and Reflective PG Dispenses Sage 
Advice to Underclassmen 

• In Striking Show of Force, PAPS Calls        
Andover Police During Drill They Planned

• Eighth Page Editor Performs Stand Up at   
Local Prison, Finally Receives the Captive 
Audience They Deserve

• Small Child Rolls Down Hill in Large      
Junkyard Tire, Bets Placed on Outcome

• Faculty Gambling Ring Exposed to Have Bets 
On Students’ GPA 

OVERHEARD 
ON THE PATHS

“Where am I? Who are you? 
Why am I covered in apple-

sauce?”

Eighth Page Editor 
Unmasked as ‘Prosy 

Mosy: The Failed Poet’
Shock, confusion, con-

cern. All of these emo-
tions ripped through 
campus Tuesday morning 
when a certain Eighth 
Page Editor was revealed 
to be the man (or woman) 
behind the poet under the 
pseudonym Prosy Mosy. 
Mosy is one of Andover’s 
most infamous failures 
and laughingstocks. Last 
May, after endlessly peti-
tioning The Phillipian for 
months, they finally had 
their work published. Stu-
dents were outraged and 
adorned their dorm rooms 
with posters including the 
classic “God Hates Po-

ets” and the less creative 
“You Suck, Dude.” Words 
cannot describe what 
their poetry put readers 

through, so here is some 
of Mosy’s work below: 

STAFF

Just go with the flow 
as per usual, you sheep 

person.

Astrology is a joke. This 
has absolutely no bear-
ing on the quality of 

your weekend.

Stop waiting for a text 
back. It’s not coming 
any time before gradu-

ation.

This is going to be a great 
weekend. The best. Ever. 
Editor’s Note: Sophia, lover of life, 
amateur astrologist, token Brit, Eighth 

Page Editor, is an Aquarius.

Tone it down. Just stop.

We get it, you’re 
~different~, just keep 
it off of social media. 
Please. Also, happy 

birthday.

No more taxidermy. 
It ends now.

The Den is not a WWE 
arena. Keep fights con-
fined to the privacy of 
your dorm this weekend.

Both of your faces 
will be smiling this 
weekend. Have fun 

ruining lives!

Bad things to come. Text back Pisces, 
but only after gradu-

ation. Trust us.

Spaghetti. Lots of 
spaghetti.

Pear
Fruit 
Of an exotic loin.
They sit under col0red lights,
Green and hard
Whispering to me
“I am a Pear, You can tell by 
how green and hard I am”

Friends
Where does one find them
I have searched high and low
In dorms and classrooms too 
many to count
All I have found is the chalky 
embrace of silence

Alex, a.k.a. Prosy Mosy, uses a mask to write because the 
absence of one sense heightens the others.

“Yeah, I’m pretty good at football, I guess you could 
call me the new OJ. Oh, wait, I forgot about that — 

just call me Andover’s Michael Vick instead.”

“I’ve had my 
prom dress 

pressed since I 
passed my last 

STD test.”

“Should I just get a 
double then get my 

roommate kicked out?”

“Imma give 
you pink 

eye.”

“No one made you eat all those 
sardines, so don’t look to me 

for any sympathy.”

“What kind of second-rate 
sherbet operation are you 

running here, pal?”

“Quicksand is the number one 
threat facing Bible salesmen 

today.”
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Horseplay is forbidden

Boys Crew Edges Past BC High in a Day of Close Races

In the first race of the day, 
Andover’s B1 edged past the 
Boston College High School 
crew by 0.3 seconds, followed 
by a close loss in the B2 race by 
0.4 seconds. Along with the top 
boat, Andover’s B3, B4, and B5 
won by 0.3, 6.9, and 6.4 seconds 
respectively.

Going into the race on Sat-
urday, the team looked to row 
a good, solid race and close the 
time gaps that they had suf-
fered against Kent the previ-
ous week, according to B1 row-
er Captain Nate Cruz ’18 and 
B2 rower Kevin Guo ’21.

Cruz said, “Going in to BC 
High, we were just looking to 

row a good, fast race. Because 
of the schedule last week with 
Monday and Friday off from 
practice, it was difficult to get 
lineups for the race.”

“We were looking to close 
the time delta that we had 
against Kent because last time 
against Kent we lost by a very 
large margin, like ten seconds 
or more, so this time we were 
looking to close the gap be-
tween us and BC High,” said 
Guo.

Going into the race, Ando-
ver knew it could not rely on 
individual rowers and individ-
ual boats to pull out the victory 
and that it would have to be a 
team effort.

B2 rower Jason DiNapoli ’19 
said, “You can’t attribute a boat 

winning or losing the race to a 
single person, it’s eight people, 
a coxswain, and a boat, and it 
calls for everyone to work to-
gether to win the race. Crew is 
a sport when you win as a boat 
or you lose as a boat, not one 
individual makes it.”

“There was a little bit of 
headwind that day so we had 
to make sure to be quick and 
not catch crabs so we didn’t 
slow down massively. The last 
sprint was pretty hard,” said 
Guo.

The team did a good job of 
being aggressive and focusing 
and pushing hard throughout 
the entire race.

Guo said, “We did a lot bet-
ter being aggressive and stay-
ing with other teams. Even 

when we were down, we still 
kept going… I think the cox-
swains really stepped it up this 
time.”

Cruz said, “I think that the 
entire team did well at trying 
really hard during every single 
one of the races. There was no 
lack of motivation or commit-
ment, and I think it showed in 
the way that every single boat 
raced.”

DiNapoli said, “As Coach 
[Dale Hurley] says, nothing 
goes wrong on race day and 
that is truly something the 
team follows. As in everyone 
rows hard, the aggression is 
there, you can see the passion 
on everyone’s faces, and every-
one just goes all out so by the 
time you cross the finish line, 

you’re completely exhausted 
but you know in your heart you 
gave it your all.”

Going into its next race 
against Hingham and Boston 
Latin on Saturday, Andover 
hopes to maintain its momen-
tum from the BC High race 
and continue to work hard and 
push themselves.

DiNapoli said, “At least for 
my boat (B2), I know it’s going 
to be the middle of the race, 
just keeping that aggression 
and staying locked in and being 
powerful. But every week, ev-
ery day, we’re getting all a little 
better, so that’s truly what it is, 
rowing hard and working hard. 
Just being the best we can be.”

ETHAN WEISSMAN

BOYSCREW

H.SOLOMON/THEPHILLIPIAN
Andover’s B1 bucket rigged its boat for the race against BC High.

Girls Tennis Continues Undefeated Record 

After losing her first set 4-6, 
third seed Lauren Fanning ’19 
battled back to win her match in 
a third set tiebreaker, securing 
Andover Girls Tennis’ 5-4 victory 
against Hotchkiss on Sunday. The 
day before, the team swept Choate 
9-0 and went on to sweep Deer-
field 9-0 on Wednesday. These 
wins added to an undefeated sea-
son record of 5-0.

In the home-opener against 
Choate, Andover played with 
consistency and determination, 
according to Head Coach Debo-
rah Chase and sixth seed Hannah 
Zhang ’21.

“The Choate match was our 
first home match of the season, and 
it was clear from beginning to end 
that they were excited to be play-
ing and that they weren’t going to 
let challenging winds or their op-
ponents alter their game plans. We 
won with conviction on each court 
and didn’t drop a set in singles or 
doubles,” said Chase.

Zhang said, “For Choate on Sat-
urday, we did a really good job not 
lowering our game to their level, 
because they would hit pretty soft 
ball[s], but we would still keep up 
with our normal shots.”

Against the Hotchkiss team, 
Co-Captain Amy Ji ’18 and Fan-
ning fell behind by three games in 
their first doubles match, but ulti-
mately pushed through to win 9-7. 
This successful effort boosted the 
team’s confidence for the follow-
ing singles matches, according to 
Zhang, who won her singles match 
with scores of 6-4 and 7-5.

Zhang said, “Our second and 
third doubles lost, but it was re-
ally close and they were fighting 
through a lot. Our first doubles 

were down early, but they were 
able to win a consecutive amount of 
games and then all the way to 9-7. It 
boosted our team’s morale because 
they were able to push through, so 
during our singles matches we had 
the confidence to continue on even 
if we were losing.”

Each player competed through 
many close matches against their 
tough opponent with persistence 
and drive, according to Chase.

“As for the Hotchkiss match, 
the girls were just incredible. I was 
in awe and so proud of both the 
individual feats and the collective 
strength of the team that day. Each 
match was a tight battle, and even 
though we were down on nearly 
every court at one point, each and 
every player never stopped believ-
ing she could come back and win. 
They played smart and gutsy ten-
nis. It was awesome,” said Chase.

First seed Reimi Kusaka ’21 add-
ed, “Hotchkiss has an amazing ten-
nis team, and everyone on the team 
prepared from the day before so 
that we can execute our best play 
on the courts. Even when we were 
down in the start, the whole team 
supported each other and ended 
with a win.”

According to Co-Captain Lau-
ren Lee ’18 and Zhang, the mindset 
and support on the team have con-
tributed to its successful season so 
far.

“We’ve had four really strong 
wins, and that’s pretty represen-
tative of the grit of our team, pull-
ing through our last match with a 
close 5-4 win against Hotchkiss. 
We have a really tight-knit team 
this year and this has added to the 
spirit and motivation to perform in 
matches so far,” said Lee.

Zhang added, “Our mental 
game was definitely strong because 
we didn’t give up in our matches, 
and the support from the team-
mates was very evident because 
we would all cheer each other on, 
which helped.”

The team was able to play to 
these strengths in a strong perfor-
mance against Deerfield, winning 
all doubles and singles matches for 
a 9-0 sweep.

For future matches, Girls Ten-
nis looks to improve its doubles 
game as well as stay aggressive at 
the net, according to Kusaka.

Kusaka said, “A goal that we 
have for the rest of the season is to 
build our strategies for doubles. A 
focus for everyone is to stay up at 
the net so they can be aggressive 
and finish the point as soon as pos-
sible. Doubles is known to be fast-
paced so being ready at the net is 
essential.”

Andover will face rival Phillips 
Exeter Academy at home this Sat-
urday.

GIRLSTENNIS

LILLIE COOPER

BOYSTENNIS

Boys Tennis Wins by One

Fifth singles-seed Sean Kralik 
’19 fought through leg cramps to 
win in a three-set match, secur-
ing Andover Boys Tennis’ 4-3 win 
away at Deerfield this past Satur-
day. The team is currently unde-
feated with a 4-0 record.

Kralik’s match was the decid-
ing game for either team, and he 
pulled off the win in scores of 6-3, 
4-6, and 6-3.

Head Coach Greg Wilkin said, 
“It was close all the way. [Deer-
field is] a very good team that has 
had very close losses to very good 
teams. Both teams were matched 
up very evenly all down the ladder, 
and Sean Kralik made a difference 
at five. It was a huge win that he 
could fight off cramps and prevail. 
It all came down to that match. We 
had a feeling that it would and that 
he would be the difference-maker. 
It could’ve gone either way. We 
are very fortunate that it went our 
way.”

The boys competed in doubles 
first and won two out of the three 
matchups to clinch the early point. 
Winning doubles boosted their 
confidence for singles play, accord-
ing to Aidan Burt ’21.

“The doubles point was crucial. 
We beat Deerfield 4-3, so without 
the doubles point we would’ve lost. 
Also, just starting off the match 
well with a win got our confidence 
up, and we were also able to get a 
good understanding of who our 
players were going to be in singles 
and we did a little strategy talk be-
fore we went out for our singles 
matches so we knew what to ex-
pect for singles,” said Burt.

According to Burt and Nash 
Johnson ’20, some factors that 
helped the team do well were the 
support that the players gave to 
one other and the focus that each 
of them had throughout their 
matches.

Burt said, “We did a very good 
job of supporting each other 
during play and when some people 
were off we all went and cheered 
on everyone else. Even if they 
were losing, we made every match 

count, and we did really good away 
at Deerfield at representing our-
selves as a team and showed good 
team spirit. That’s what carried us 
over the line.”

Johnson said, “The team did 
well to ignore the conditions and 
the environment of Deerfield and 
just stay focused on the game. It 
was parent’s weekend at Deerfield, 
so a lot of Deerfield supporters 
turned up, but we did a good job 
to zone them out and fight out for 
a victory.”

Andover will travel to Penn-
sylvania and play in the Episcopal 
Doubles Tournament this week-
end. Andover will bring four pairs 
of players.

Coach Wilkin said, “Chase 
[Denholm ’18] and Nash are at one, 
Hayden [Gura ’20] and Aidan are 
at two, Sean and Mac [Katcavich 
’21] at three and Hudson [Elegant 
’21] and Adam [Mofid ’20] at four.”

“The doubles tournament, it’s 
going to be a draw type, so we’re 
playing representing our school 
but we’re not playing as our school. 
We might get to the point where 
we even play each other, but we’re 
still representing Andover,” said 
Burt.

Throughout the week, the team 
focused on preparing primarily for 
the game against Groton.

Coach Wilkin said, “Groton’s 
the big match. We’ll probably be 
doing single challenge matches, 
and Groton, by the look of it, will 
probably be the toughest match of 
our season, so we’ll be paying some 
more attention to that than to the 
tournament.”

HANNAH ZHANG

M.CALLAHAN/THEPHILLIPIAN
Hayden Gura ’20 lost his match to 
Deerfield 3-6, 6-3, 3-6. 
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Rhea Bhandari ’19 and Katherine Hu ’19 won their thirds doubles mach 
against Choate on Sunday.
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Brady ’18 Pushes Team to Work Hard 
and Aims to Foster Inclusive Environment

Girls Varsity Crew Co-Cap-
tain Lila Brady ’18 has been 
rowing since her Junior year at 
Andover. Since she began her 

Andover Crew Career, Brady 
has flourished into a skilled 
rower and a leader on the team. 
She has overcome difficulties 
along the way, such as a inju-
ry that caused her to miss the 
entire season her Lower year, 
although she still practiced by 
sculling on the side. This de-
termination is something that 
Brady attempts to inspire in 
every girl on the boat.

As a captain, Brady consis-
tently emphasizes the impor-
tance of hard work to the team, 
according to Brooklyn Wirt ’21.

Wirt said, “Lila tries to em-
phasize going all out all of the 
time. When we do six minute 
pieces, she is there yelling and 
cheering you on.” 

Brady said, “The team’s 
goals are to be incredibly hard-
working and humble. They 
want it to be a team where 
working hard and giving some-
thing your all does not make 
you a hardo but how you earn 
respect on the team. Also this 

is a team where people don’t 
talk negatively about people at 
all.” 

Brady attempts to encour-
age her teammates to give all 
their effort by setting an exam-
ple herself.

Brady said, “As a captain, 
you can set the team dynamic 
by the way in which you simply 
behave.”

Wirt added, “She is an in-
sane rower and works so hard 
all the time. She never gives 
herself an inch to slack.” 

In addition to pushing the 
team, Brady also shows kind-
ness to everyone and assures 
that every member of the team 
feels welcomed and comfort-
able.

Sofia Garcia ’21 said “Lila 
is very energetic, kind, and 
thoughtful. She always brings 
a level of kindness that is really 
important in such a big team. 
Lila welcomed us to the team 
by making sure everyone felt 
included. She makes us laugh 

yet stay focused, and ensuring 
that we all really mesh with 
the team environment as soon 
as we get there.” 

For the first time this year, 
the team had a large meeting 
to discuss its goals and values 
for the season, which Brady 
strives to uphold.

To begin the season this 
year, the team held a meeting 
to discuss the goals for the sea-
son, according to Brady. 

Brady said, “We set down 
a couple differences for this 
year. We actually never had a 
big team meeting and decided 
what we wanted to be that year, 
before the season. We did that 
this year, and we set out these 
goals for what kind of team we 
want to be perceived as

character-wise and also how 
we want to treat each other in-
side the team... I thought that 
that was super empowering.”

Although Andover Crew has 
many boats and she cannot be 
on all of them, Brady still tries 

to create create a sense of unity 
between everyone on the team.

Brady said “We do every-
thing as a team together. We 
have our big erg tests together, 
we warm up together, we have 
team dinners. I truly don’t 
think that I feel any less con-
nected with girls that are in 
my boat versus the ones that 
aren’t.” 

Wirt added, “Most of the 
warmups we do especially 
during the weeks of practice 
are all together, we do optional 
workouts called cookies which 
are held after practice and Lila 
helps run those. She is just 
there as a positive energy al-
though we are not on the same 
boat.”

KYLE SIMARD

Captain Feature

Sophie Brown ’18 Brings Happiness and Positivity
 to Andover Crew

Before joining Andover 
Girls Crew, Co-Captain So-
phie Brown ’18 was unfamiliar 
with rowing. Once her Prefect 
convinced her to start rowing 
crew, however, she fell in love 
with the sport. In her fourth 
year on the crew team, Brown 
hopes to lead the the team to a 
medal at the New England In-
terscholastic Rowing Associa-
tion Championships (NEIRAs) 
and encourages her teammates 
to work hard and support each 
other in the face of adversity.

Along with Co-Captain Lila 
Brady ’18, Brown emphasizes 
teamwork and communication 
in order to be successful as a 
team.

In an email to The Phillipi-
an, Brown wrote, “Going into 
this season, we talked a lot 
about how important com-
munication was going to be 
in making sure that we could 
work through problems we 
encountered. Rowing is such 
a team effort, and the success 
of one person can really affect 
a boat, so sometimes it is easy 
to get frustrated. I’m proud 
this season about how the girls 
have really been working to 
constructively and collective-
ly find good ways to address 
technical problems and things 

to improve on from each row. 
I think this really helps every-
one deal with adversities bet-
ter and can build trust between 
the rowers.”

According to Brady and Po-
sie Millett ’20, Brown’s pas-
sion for the sport influences 
her teammates and encourages 
them to do better. She always 
maintains a positive attitude 
and makes sure to create a fun 
and supportive team atmo-
sphere. 

Brady said, “Sofie is so in-
credibly dedicated to this team 
in every possible way. She is so 
thoughtful about everything 
she does, from the way she or-
ganizes things to how she com-
municates with others. She be-
lieves in the goals and values 
of this team so strongly it’s 
impossible for others around 
her not to feel her passion. 
She works so hard day in and 
day out and simply loves doing 
anything that will make this 
team better.”

Millett said, “I have looked 
up to Sofie since [Junior] Year, 
and I think that as a captain 
she really pushes the impor-
tance of team unity and a lack 
of competition. Crew can be a 
really difficult sport. Not only 
are you competing with other 
teams, but there is also some 
inter-team competition to be 
on certain boats. I think that 

Sofie does an amazing job re-
ducing this competition and 
creating a fun and supportive 
environment.”

Brown sets a great exam-
ple for younger teammates 
through her kindness, hard 
work, and deliberate efforts to 
improve the team, according to 
Millett and Brady.

Millett said, “Sophie is 
someone who I look up to on 
campus. She is always very 
kind to me and makes me — 
and everyone else — feel like 
a valued member of the crew 
team. I am so glad to have got-
ten to know Sophie better so 
far this season, and I cannot 
wait to see what the rest of the 
term has in store.”

Brown said, “I hope the 
team will think of me as some-
one they can always trust to 
be pulling and working their 
hardest and who will do ev-
erything they can to make sure 
they’re able to achieve every-
thing they want to.”

Brown is always there to 
support her teammates and for 
motivation, whether it be in 
the boat or on land.

“Watching how hard all the 
girls on our team work and 
how strong and determined 
they are really makes you want 
to back them up as best you 
can. I hope my role in the team 
is supporting other girls so 

that they can row the best they 
can. I try to do that by making 
technical changes in the boat 
and being positive and helpful 
on land,” said Brown.

According to her teammates, 
Brown gives it her all, regard-
less of whether she is injured 
or tired.

Brady said, “Sofie is simply 
radiant every single day. She is 
so excited to lean into whatev-
er challenges arise and laugh 
with everyone on the team. 
Everything she does is for the 
greater good of other people.”

“Last season, Sophie was 
out due to a broken wrist. 
However, she showed up to al-
most every practice and every 
meet anyways, which really 
inspired me and showed me 
how dedicated to the team she 
really is. Even when she is un-
able to row or when the boats 
are switched up for the day, 
Sophie is always ready to pull 
her hardest and set an example 
of what the crew team means 
to her and to everyone else. 
Her dedication to the team and 
her positivity no matter the 
circumstances really inspires 
me,” said Millett.

For the remainder of the 
season, Brown hopes the team 
will keep its focus and intensi-
ty up for every competition. 

“This season, I would really 
like to have a successful season 

record and to medal at NEI-
RAs. The girls team will also be 
going to Henley Women’s Re-
gatta in England this summer, 
and I hope to be able to help 
the girls keep our focus and 
intensity all the way through 
a big international regatta. If 
the girls finish every race this 
season feeling like they pre-
pared well, pulled as hard as 
they possibly could, supported 
each other, and are proud of 
the team they’ve created, I’d 
be beyond happy,” said Brown.

JED HEALD

Captain Feature

Mia Levy ’21 Embodies Humility and Non-Sibi Spirit

Hailing from Des Moines, 
Iowa, Mia Levy ’21 has proven 
herself a huge asset to Andover 
Girls Crew.

On Saturday, April 14, Ando-
ver raced one of their toughest 
opponents of the season: Kent 

School. According to Head 
Coach Ellen Minzner, Levy’s 
talent shined through in this 
race.

Minzner said, “[G1] beat 
Kent for the first time in some 
years this past weekend. Mia 
Levy, who moved up to [G1] for 
the first time this week for the 
Kent race… is only a [Junior] yet 
pulls one of the top ergs on the 
team.”

Co-Captains Sophie Brown 
’18 and Lila Brady ’18 admire 
Levy’s personality and the pos-
itive influence she has on her 
peers.

In an email to The Phillipian, 
Brown wrote, “Mia is an abso-
lute gift to have on the team this 
year. We’re so lucky to have her 
on the squad. Mia is incredibly 
positive and humble [in ad-
dition to] being an incredibly 
strong athlete. She treats all 
her teammates and boatmates 
with so much consideration and 
kindness. She’s brought a great 
sense of humor and excitement 
about every step of the process 
to the team.”

Brady said, “Mia is all-
around the most dedicated, in-
spiring, humble, and positive 

person. She is incredibly posi-
tive, smiley, and optimistic.”

Levy never fails to contribute 
her best work every day as part 
of the Andover Crew program.

Brown continued, “She is 
focused and never needs to be 
reminded to give something all 
that she can. She comes in ready 
to work her absolute hardest 
every single day without need-
ing any sort of recognition. She 
sets an example on this team of 
humility, never sharing her erg 
scores or pressing other people 
for theirs, just supporting ev-
eryone around her.”

According to teammates, 
Levy’s supportive, positive per-
sonality exemplifies the Ando-
ver spirit and sets a positive ex-
ample for the program.

Brady said, “She fits so well 
into this team, and we are all 
beyond grateful for the energy 
and dedication she brings.”

“It’s really amazing to see 
how she’s come on to the team 
and inspired so many people 
and achieved so much already, 
and it’s only her [Junior] Year. 
I know I’m so, so excited to see 
everything she does this season 
and in the future — I know it’s 

going to be amazing!!” wrote 
Brown.

Levy’s hard work, grit, posi-
tive attitude, and humility have 
granted her The Phillipian’s 
Athlete of the Week.

How did you start rowing? 
How long have you been row-
ing?

I started rowing in seventh 
grade, but this season is my 
third official racing season of 
rowing.

What does rowing mean to 
you?

Rowing, to me, is a sport that 
requires a ton of hard work but 
is incredibly rewarding. Every 
rowing team I have been on 
and every rowing camp I have 
gone to has the same strong 
team dynamic and supportive, 
encouraging community.

What is your motivation?
My motivation for rowing 

is pretty much just that I love 
it. When I was younger I tried 
out a ton of sports, and none of 
them really clicked with me. 
But the first rowing camp I 
went to definitely clicked.

How has rowing impacted 
your life?

Crew has impacted my life 
in many ways. I think I have 
become a better team mem-
ber from rowing. I also get to 
spend two hours a day outside 
getting fresh air and not think-
ing about classes, so it is… a bit 
of a stress-reliever.

What is your favorite part 
of Andover’s Crew team and/
or crew in general?

My favorite thing about An-
dover Crew is how, once you 
get on the bus, you don’t wor-
ry about classes or homework. 
You just put all your focus and 
attention into the boat and 
your team and the people that 
make up your team.

ARNOLD SU

Athlete of the Week

D.TULLER/THE PHILLIPIAN

Levy pulls one of the fastest erg 
times on the team as a Junior. 

E.SCHEER/THEPHILLIPIAN
Brown continued to make an im-
pact on the team despite injury.

E.QIAN/THEPHILLIPIAN
Brady pulls the team’s top erg 
score.

GIRLSCREW
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Students Aiming 
for the Ivy League...

Water Polo Secures Win 
with One Second Remaining

With mere seconds left in reg-
ular time, Lindi Schroeder ’20 
received a pass off of a forced 
turnover, shooting the ball past 
the Deerfield goalie to give An-
dover a 10-9 lead over Deerfield. 
After its win last Saturday, Ando-
ver Girls Water Polo’s record now 
stands at 3-4.

Jackie Rossi ’20 said, “The 
whole game was really close. We 
would score one point, and it 
would be equal, and then Deer-
field would score another point, 
so it was very close the whole 
time. There was a lot of tension, 
and then it came down to the last 
seconds. We were tied 9-9, and 
Lindi got the ball and ended up 
scoring in the last few seconds.”

Rossi continued, “[Lindi] left 
one second on the clock for Deer-
field to score if they wanted. It 
was actually really scary because 
they shot from mid-pool and they 
almost scored because it hit the 
post and bounced back and al-
most went in, but we were very 
happy that it didn’t go it. It was 
insane. Our team was so hyped 
up after Lindi scored.”

Head Coach Dan O’Shea 
wrote in an email to The Phil-
lipian, “What Deerfield tried to 
do in those final minutes was 
double-team our center forward 
position. To do that, they had to 
leave another player on the pe-
rimeter open. The problem for 
them was that all of our players 
can and want to shoot. It gave us 
the opportunity to put two in the 
back of the net within those crit-
ical final seconds. So it really was 
a perfect storm of mindset and 
ability that earned us the W on 
Saturday.”

Coming off of a win against 
Suffield last Wednesday, the team 
focused primarily on defensive 
positioning during practice, as 
Deerfield was anticipated to have 
an unusual setup, according to 
Allyson Ty ’18 and Coach O’Shea.

Ty said, “In practice we start-
ed working on a lot of six-on-five, 

which is mostly defense in our 
part, because we knew that usu-
ally Deerfield plays a three-on-
three defense, so we practiced 
splitting the top and working on 
that in our play.”

Sveva Rosati ’19, Macey Man-
nion ’19, and Co-Captain Emma 
Chatson ’18 highlighted the 
team’s fortitude and electric yet 
composed style of play on Sat-
urday against a rowdy Deerfield 
crowd.

Rosati said, “The game was 
definitely the most intense and 
exciting game ever. We went in as 
underdogs, and it was tough. We 
were down by one in the last 20 
seconds, and then we tied it up. 
In the last second we won. It was 
a back-and-forth game the whole 
time, and it was an unexpected 
but amazing win.”

Mannion said, “The energy 
during the game was really high. 
It was really close the whole time, 
and nobody’s spirits ever went 
down, especially when we tied it 
up and then we had to get two to 
win but we pulled through.”

Chatson said, “It was incredi-
ble how the team bounced back. 
Because we were playing at 
Deerfield’s pool, they had a lot 
of people come out to cheer for 
them. Every time they scored a 
goal, the crowd went wild, and I 

am just so impressed by how ev-
eryone kept their composure and 
kept their faith and kept fighting, 
because that really paid off in the 
end.”

The team will take advantage 
of the two-week period before its 
next game to improve plays and 
endurance, according to Chat-
son and Coach O’Shea. Andover’s 
next two games against Loomis 
Chaffee and Choate will be cru-
cial in advancing to postseason 
playoffs.

“I think that we are going to 
focus on building up our endur-
ance more because this will make 
or break our season. We have to 
keep our endurance up, and we’ll 
probably focus on ironing out 
some of the details this week, 
and then hopefully next week fo-
cus on learning some plays,” said 
Chatson.

Coach O’Shea said, “We have 
a real shot at getting to the final 
tournament, and the girls recog-
nize that. I think they see them-
selves as really able to put them-
selves into the running if they 
want it. We have quite a bit of 
work ahead of us to manage that, 
though.”

Andover Girls Water Polo will 
face off in a doubleheader against 
Loomis and Choate on Saturday, 
May 5. 

GIRLSWATERPOLO

ABBY RYAN

BOYSVOLLEYBALL

Boys Volleyball 
Wins in Three Sets

After a long week off, the 
Boys Varsity Volleyball team 
continued its winning streak 
against Choate this past Sat-
urday, winning the match in 
three sets. 

Going into the game, the 
team was confident it would be 
able to overpower Choate with 
its hits, according to Rawit As-
samongkol ’18.

Assamongkol wrote in an 
email to The Phillipian, “We 
had [good] practices leading 
up to the game. We walked in 
confident... [Evan Park ’18] has 
also been coordinating combi-
nation hits between the out-
side and middle hitters.”

Despite winning the match 
3-0, the team lacked focus and 
made costly mistakes that al-
lowed Choate to stay in the 
first set, according to Head 
Coach Clyfe Beckwith and As-
samongkol.

Coach Beckwith said, “An-
dover’s progress on Satur-
day was slow, despite making 
strong plays; we made just as 
many mistakes that allowed 
Choate to stay in the set. We 
won the first set on confi-
dence, and won the second and 
third on skills.”

“Like the rest of our sea-
son, we lacked focus in some 
points: ours heads just weren’t 
in the [zone]. I feel like my 
serves improved: the [topspin] 
serve managed to secure us a 
few aces,” wrote Assamongkol.

The team’s pregame routine 
helped motivate the team and 
ensured that everybody was 
pumped to play, according to 
Assamongkol.

Assamongkol wrote, 
“When we warmed up... our 
hits, passes, and sets were 
very controlled. [Isaac Black-
burn-Johnson ’18] had a very 
strong hit in the middle...”

The team’s offense pun-
ished Choate and allowed it 
to take control throughout the 
match.

“Our explosive offense, es-
pecially by our middle hitters 
Isaac [Blackburn-Johnson ’18] 
and Ben [Meyer ’18] assisted 
by Evan and Neil [Simpson 
’19], set Choate’s defense that 
caused them to play a weaker 
offense. By the third set, our 
aggressive serving was our 
strongest offense,” said Beck-
with.

Andover needs to work on 
maintaining the energy and mo-
mentum it carries throughout 
the game, as well as make sure 
that all its players are healthy, 
according to Coach Beckwith.

Coach Beckwith said, “It’s a 
complete team effort. Still look-
ing to play the line-up originally 
planned when making final cuts 
at tryouts; college visits, injuries 
and family visits depleted our 
practices.  We are still on track 
to field the best line-up possible 
for our tournament May 12.”

After another week of prac-
tices, the team will face NMH 
this Saturday.

JED HEALD

Andover

Choate

3

0

C.WAGGONER/THEPHILLIPIAN
Eastlyn Frankel ’18 serves as Co-Captain for the Girls Water Polo team. 

Andover

Deerfield

10

9

M.CALLAHAN/THEPHILLIPIAN
Andover has gone 6-0 against Cho-
ate this season.
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Schoeller Leads Team with Humor and a Contagious Smile

Co-Captain Nick Schoeller 
’18 brings energy to Andover 
Boys Crew with a combination 
of positivity, a strong work 
ethic, and humor. On the team, 
Schoeller rows on B1.

Schoeller’s interest in crew 
was sparked as a Lower when 
he was looking for a spring 
sport to occupy his time.

Schoeller said, “I started 
my Lower year here because I 
didn’t really have a sport that 
I was that into in the spring. 

My sister and a bunch of my 
friends did crew, so I decided 
to try it out and really ended 
up enjoying it.”

“For most novices, you start 
in the lower boats, so most of 
the season I was in the fourth 
and fifth boats and I was on 
the third boat a little bit. Back 
then, it was really just working 
on technique. My Upper year, 
I really wanted to start getting 
more into it, and I slid my win-
ter term and did Winter Crew 
and really started training 
hard. I’ve been in the varsity 
boats since then,” continued 
Schoeller.

Schoeller has found inspira-
tion in last year’s captain, Luke 
Bitler ’17, along with his own 
co-captain, Nate Cruz ’18.

Schoeller said, “Last year 
the captain, Luke Bitler, was 
a really good friend and some-
one too look up to. He was 
definitely one of the hardest 
working people I’ve met. So 
he’s been a big inspiration. 
Also, my co-captain, Nate Cruz 
is super strong and such a hard 
worker and has a huge pres-
ence on the team. I look to him 
all the time.”

Schoeller hopes to inspire 
his teammates through his 
hard work, even though he 
may not be the most physically 
dominant rower on the team.

Schoeller said, “I’m not the 
strongest or tallest person on 
the team, but I can work hard, 
and people can see that and see 
my example. Just I want peo-
ple to see me and be like, ‘May-
be he’s working hard. I want 
to work hard too,’ and [do] the 
most you can do for the team 
even if you’re not the biggest 
or strongest person.”

According to Coach Dale 
Hurley and Co-Captain Nate 
Cruz ’18, Schoeller indeed does 
lead the team with a combina-
tion of light-hearted humor 
and hardworking and positive 
spirit when the team needs it 
most.

Hurley wrote in an email to 
The Phillipian, “Nick leads by 
example by putting the needs 
of the team above his own per-
sonal needs and desires.”

Cruz said, “Nick has a re-
ally good sense of humor that 
makes everyone laugh, but 
when we’re in the boat, he’s 
able to be serious and turn it 
on. He always has a positive 
attitude and never complains. 
He’s a really good role model 
for everyone on the team to as-
pire to be.”

“He also has the ability to 
carry multiple oars blades-first 
without dropping them,” Cruz 
added.

Schoeller worked on his 

cardio during the offseason in 
the fall and winter seasons by 
competing in water polo and 
Nordic skiing, respectively.

Cruz said, “Over the fall, 
Nick and I both play water 
polo. It’s really good cardio 
and mental workout, so we 
were in good shape going into 
the winter. Nick did Nordic 
skiing over the winter, which 
is yet another really good car-
dio workout that prepared him 
for our rowing season.”

Schoeller inspires the team 
by bring energy to every prac-
tice and also supplying the 
team with cookies.

Jason DiNapoli ’19 said, “Ev-
ery day we arrive at the boat-
house, Nick has a smile on his 
face and a positive attitude. He 
leads with his hard work and 
dedication from the six-min-
ute pieces on Monday up to 
cookies after practice.”

“Nick has an amiable and 
outgoing personality that 
brings out the best in those 
around him. Along with Nate 
Cruz, the captains are true 
mentors to the younger kids 
and leaders at practice. The 
captains truly help define the 
Andover crew experience,” 
continued DiNapoli.

As a captain, Schoeller em-
phasizes hard work and com-
radery throughout the entire 

program, not just the high-
er-level varsity boats.

“This year especially we 
have a really big and deep pro-
gram. Coach Hurley has al-
ways said that we need to work 
from the bottom up to make 
our team really strong, and I 
think that is a very good thing 
to focus on this year. I think 
getting everyone — not just 
the top boats — to commit to 
the team and have a fun time 
working hard and having com-
mon goals that we can reach 
together,” said Schoeller.

Schoeller described his 
goals for the team this year as 
they hope to replicate the bril-
liance of Andover’s 2012 team.

Schoeller said, “On the wall 
of the boathouse there’s this 
picture. It’s from 2012, I think. 
That year the top three boats 
swept the championships and 
there’s a picture of each of the 
boats and a picture of the team 
holding the team trophy. I 
think that would be one of the 
most amazing feelings just to 
replicate that and have every-
body, every boat, just up there 
with the trophy and see the 
whole team come together.”

This Saturday, Schoeller 
looks to lead Andover Boys 
Crew against Brunswick.

v

ETHAN WEISSMAN

Captain Feature

Cruz Fosters Inclusive Community and Pushes Teammates 

Hailing from Clarendon 
Hills, Ill., Andover Boys Crew 
Co-Captain Nate Cruz ’18 in-
spires his teammates by work-
ing hard and pushing himself 
to get the job done, according 
to teammates Sam Boshar ’19 
and Adin McAuliffe ’20. 

Boshar said, “Nate is some-
one who really leads by exam-
ple. When it’s time to work and 
focus, Nate is all business, but 
he is also really approachable 
and obviously cares about the 
team. Rowing is a sport where 
you can truly achieve anything 
if you work hard enough. Nate 
has an incredible work eth-
ic which is shown in his ex-
traordinarily fast ergos. [Head] 
Coach [Dale] Hurley always 
says that ‘a winner is someone 
who sees something that needs 
to be done and does it,’ and I 
can’t think of anyone that em-
bodies this more, on and off 
the water, than Nate.” 

McAuliffe added, “I believe 
Nate leads the team with plen-
ty of energy and determina-
tion to perform at our best. He 
is quick to admit when he is 
wrong and always tries to lead 
by example.” 

Cruz’s crew career began 
when he came to Andover his 
Junior year, and he has been 

dedicated to the sport ever 
since.

“Coming to Andover, I just 
heard of ‘crew’, and I had nev-
er participated in it before. 
I initially tried out for water 
polo, and was cut from the 
team. I realized that I needed 
a sport to do, so ended up in 
crew. I loved it and went off of 
it in Spring Term, kept going, 
and haven’t really looked back 
since,” Cruz said. 

Cruz’s passion for rowing 
is comes from his ability to 
focus on pulling the oar and 
not think about anything else 
while he is on the water.

“I love that when you sit 
down in a boat and you start 
rowing, you can forget about 
everything else going on in 
your life. You can just sit down 
and pull, and everything else 
honestly doesn’t really matter,” 
said Cruz. 

According to Cruz, his main 
goals as a captain this season 
were to push his teammates to 
become their best and to fos-
ter an inclusive and tight-knit 
team environment act.

“I love being captain be-
cause I like being able to help 
others try their hardest, and if 
they have questions, I can help 
them,” said Cruz. “This season, 
I aim to make the program re-
ally close-knit and as fast as we 

can be. Along with the other 
boy’s captain Nick Schoeller 
’18, I think that this year we 
can make the entire Andover 
Crew team to be like a big fam-
ily.” 

According to his teammates, 
Cruz not only has an incred-
ible work ethic, but also is 
extremely approachable and 
always has the team’s best in-
terest at heart.

Schoeller said, “I think Nate 
leads in a couple of ways. First 
off he’s one of the hardest 
workers on the team. He puts 
in work both during and after 
practice, and he’s always going 
the extra mile with the work-
out. He’s also one of the stron-
gest guys on the team, and it 
can be really inspirational just 
to watch him on the erg. On top 
of all, he’s really open and does 
a great job talking with people 
on the team and encouraging 
them.” 

McAuliffe said, “Nate is al-
ways looking to do what is 
best for the team, whether it 
be cheering others on during 
their 2k’s, leading stretches 
before and after practices, or 
making sure the boathouse 
is somewhat clean before we 
leave. He is also a great captain 
to ask advice or discuss a prob-
lem with whether it be related 
to rowing or not.” 

Cruz attributes his success 
to his relationship with his 
teammates and how they have 
driven him to race to the best 
of his ability. 

“[My teammates] have defi-
nitely pushed me to be the best 
I can possibly be by pushing 
me to work harder than I ever 
could have. For example, last 
year, Luke Bitler ’17 and I were 
always going at each other 
for pieces back and forth. We 
would always push each other 
to try as hard as we could on 
our test pieces every Monday, 
and that kind of relationship 
is one that happens across the 
team,” said Cruz. 

According to Boshar, Cruz 
works to inspire the team to 
reach its full potential.

Boshar said, “Nate leads the 
team with purpose. Just like 
all of us he sees the potential 
that our team has for the sea-
son, and he really wants us to 
realize it. Many times it’s not it 
what Nate says that makes him 
a great captain but rather what 
he does. It’s a captain like Nate 
that can truly inspire the new-
er rowers — and everyone — to 
work harder and to achieve 
our goals.” 

Cruz hopes to leave a mes-
sage for the rowers who will 
continue the sport at Andover 
after this year’s season: “I’d 

tell them to remember to rely 
on their teammates. Crew is 
one of the biggest team sports 
because you really need all 
nine people in the boat to work 
together in order to row fast. 
Even if you’re having a bad day, 
you need to give it your all and 
try as hard as you can because 
everyone else is counting on 
you – even if you don’t want 
to do it for yourself, you owe it 
to your teammates to do it for 
them,” said Cruz.

CHELSEA CHO

Captain Feature

Sam Boshar ’19 Emphasizes Focus and Hard Work on the Water 

Trying crew for the first time 
during his Junior Year, Sam 
Boshar ’19 has come to be an in-

tegral rower for Andover Boys 
Crew through hard work and 
devotion, according to Co-Cap-
tains Nate Cruz ’18 and Nick 
Schoeller ’18. 

Cruz said, “Sam consistent-
ly stays focused during prac-
tice and tries his very hardest 
during any race piece that we 
do. He always has a positive at-
titude and brings good points to 
our boat discussions after prac-
tice.”

Schoeller added, “Sam is a 
really hard worker both during 
practice and on his own. This 
whole year he has been training 
really hard, and it shows. Every 
week we do an erg test where 
you pull as hard as you can for 
six minutes, and every week so 
far Sam has really improved.”

Racing on B1 this year, 
Boshar has wholly represent-
ed Andover’s unrelenting work 
ethic and passion for the sport, 
earning him The Phillipian’s 
Athlete of the Week.

When and why did you 
start doing crew?

I didn’t have a serious 
spring sport during my [Ju-
nior] Year and one of my dad’s 
good friends was really into 
crew. He told me his daughters 
rowed at Cornell. So I decided 
to start doing it myself. I did 
a couple summer camps and 
then I really got into it.

What have you learned 
from doing crew?

I think more than any sport 
I have played; every day you go 
out to row you learn something 
new about yourself. It is a sport 
where you can really test your-
self by working hard and prov-
ing yourself to yourself. This 
is something that is unique to 
crew in the sense that there is 
a very clear relationship be-
tween hard work and success. 
If you just put in the work you 
are going to improve. Crew has 

taught me how to work hard.

How would you describe 
the team environment?

I have played a lot of sports, 
and crew is unlike any other. I 
have never been part of a more 
supportive environment than 
crew. There is something about 
being in a boat with eight other 
people and depending on them 
so much. You just don’t have 
that in other sports. Instances 
of negativity are very rare. Ev-
erybody is trying to make the 
boat go faster.

What are some personal 
goals and team goals that you 
have for this season?

In terms of personal goals, I 
want to go sub six-thirty in the 
2K and continue to row well 
on boat one. As a team, we all 
want to prove ourselves and do 
well in all of our races.

What motivates you to 

work hard and get better at 
crew?

For me, progress is an addic-
tion. It is not always fun, but to 
see yourself improve and get 
better; and hit goals that you 
did not expect to achieve is 
just really satisfying.

Finally, what is your fa-
vorite thing about crew?

My favorite thing about 
crew is definitely the people. 
If you do not enjoy crew, then 
you are just not going to do it. I 
think one of the major reasons 
that I really stuck with it was 
because of the people. My [Ju-
nior] Year, the upperclassmen 
were so welcoming, encourag-
ing, and enthusiastic that de-
spite being very tough, I was 
always very excited to get back 
on the water.

ANDREW COHEN

Athlete of the Week

H.SOLOMON/THEPHILLIPIAN

Boshar began rowing crew his 
Junior year. 

D.TULLER/THEPHILLIPIAN
Nate Cruz ’18 plays water polo 
alongside Co-Captain Nick Schoe-
ller ’18 in the fall.

E.QIAN/THEPHILLIPIAN
Nick Schoeller ’18 has raced in va-
risty boats since his Upper year. 

BOYSCREW
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Girls Secure 14-8 Wins Against
 Both Groton and NMH

With two 14-8 wins against 
Groton and Northfield Mount 
Hermon (NMH) on Saturday 
and Wednesday respectively, 
Andover Girls Lacrosse extend-
ed its season record to 5-4.

The team focused intense-
ly on gaining a stable lead in 
the beginning of its matchup 
against Groton, according to 
Abby Ryan ’21 and Co-Captain 
Ashley Tucker ’18.

Ryan said, “From the be-
ginning of the game, we were 
composed and executed strong 
passing and shooting, which 
was a focus going into the game. 
Sometimes, we will start slower 
and have to catch up in the sec-
ond half, but we kept building 
on our momentum from a few 
great plays early in the game.”

Tucker said, “We went into 
this game against Groton know-
ing it was a game that we were 
able to win. They are certainly 
a good team but not as strong 
as some of the teams we have 
played already, like St. Paul’s, 
[Noble and Greenough], or 
Deerfield. We went into the 
game with confidence and 
scored a couple of goals ear-
ly on. Throughout most of the 
game, we held a safe lead, al-
though they started catching up 

more towards the end.”
Towards the end of the game, 

Andover started to make dan-
gerous checks, plays, and shots, 
resulting in a total of four yel-
low cards, according to Co-Cap-
tain Ananda Kao ’18.

Kao said, “In the last ten 
minutes of the game, we had 
gotten four yellow cards, which 
means we have to play man 
down for the rest of the game. 
When we had possession of the 
ball, we spread out really wide-
ly, moved the ball fast, and were 
smart with the ball and actual-
ly looked for opportunities to 
drive. Sophia Merageas [’20] 
and Kennedy Everson [’21], our 
goalies, played really well all 
game and were really crucial 
when we were man down and 
throughout the game in making 
key saves.”

Isabelle Beckwith ’18 added, 
“We need to make sure we don’t 
get as many fouls. But given that 
we did really well on defense 
with sliding and Katherine 
McIntire [’19] played extremely 
well and got a lot of draw con-
trols, which is obviously a very 
important part of the game.”

In its matchup against Gro-
ton, the team focused on achiev-
ing season goals such as effi-
cient and responsive transitions 
up and down the field, accord-
ing to Ryan.

Ryan said, “We worked on 
using the entire field to our ad-
vantage when passing during 
practice, and we executed this 
in the game. There were also 
some awesome stops on defense 
that were the result of purpose-
ful communication, a skill we 
had also been practicing.”

In its following game against 
NMH, Andover displayed its 
relentless grit and determina-
tion, racking up eight points in 
the second half of the match — 
four times the number of points 
scored by NMH.

Ryan said, “At the half, we 
were tied 6-6. After a quick 
NMH goal in the second half, 
we responded with even more 
tenacity than we showcased 
in the first half. We out scored 
NMH 8-2 in the second half, 
which is an example of our 
perseverance as a team and 
ability to dominate the second 
halves of our games. Katherine 
controlled the draw the entire 
game, which was crucial to the 
success of our fast breaks, pos-
session of the ball, and building 
momentum across the field.”

Ryan continued, “At the start 
of the second half, we went on 
a really good offensive streak, 
scored a bunch of goals in a 
row, were really patient, and 
placed our shots really well. A 
big change in the second half 
is when we got a stop, we really 
managed to use it to our advan-
tage, and bring the ball down 
on attack. Kennedy did a really 
good job in our goal as defense. 
She worked really well with the 
rest of the defensive players on 
clearing the ball. I think moving 
forward we can still reduce the 
turnovers, run to the ball, and 
focus on really catching it.”

In its match against Brewster 
this upcoming Saturday, Ando-
ver looks to improve on min-
imizing turnovers, improving 
ball movement, and increasing 
shot accuracy, according to Kao.

“In practice, we worked a lot 
on slides and communication 
overall, and that showed very 
well in the game. We had a few 
interceptions, knock downs, and 
forced turnovers on our end, 
which was a big improvement 
from last games. Going forward, 
we had I think 26 unforced er-
rors, which when playing a very 
strong team, can lead to a lot 
of quick goals on their end. So 
in the future we want to work 
on maintaining possession, be-
cause other teams capitalize on 
that, which is how we can really 
get down in games,” said Kao

 
Editor’s Note: Katherine McIn-
tire is a Sports Editor for The 
Phillipian.

GIRLSLACROSSE

PHOEBE BICKS

BOYSLACROSSE

Boys Lacrosse Pick 
Up a Pair of Wins

Ryan Twomey ’19 celebrated 
as he scored off of a high bouncer 
that snuck past the goalie, propel-
ling Andover Boys Lacrosse to a 
13-1 win against Holderness on 
Wednesday. The game added to 
a three-game winning streak, fol-
lowing a 12-4 win against St. Paul’s 
last Saturday and driving its season 
record up to a 6-4.  

According to face-off special-
ist Troy Pollock ’21, the team truly 
played together during their win 
on Saturday.

“As a team, we played really 
well together. Performance-wise, a 
lot of individuals stepped up and a 
lot of kids learned our offense. We 
started to actually play together as 
one team. Our defense played great 
and we only let up four goals,” said 
Pollock. “Our goalie Dong Woo 
Kim ’18 played unbelievable. We 
got a great win against a pretty 
good opponent.”

Kim added, “Our defense had 
a dominating performance, like 
a bunch of freak monsters. We 
caused many turnovers which 
played a great role in the win. Troy 
Pollock picked up every ground 
ball like a ground ball machine. It 
was like the ball was metal and his 
stick was a magnet.”

The lack of selfishness strongly 
distinguished Andover’s win com-
pared to its previous matchups, 
according to Co-Captain Larson 
Tolo ’18.

“What worked well was the 
willingness to play as a team. We 
have been plagued by selfish play 
for the past couple of years, so to 
come together and pull out that 
win was amazing,” wrote Tolo in an 
email to The Phillipian. “We have 
been focusing hard on that team-
work aspect and St. Paul’s proved 
to be a great step in the right di-
rection. With that said, however, it 
is easy to get complacent and not 
work to improve, so that is our fo-
cus for this week of practice.”

Andover’s recent success was 
also largely attributed to realizing 

and learning from certain mistakes 
it had made in the past, according 
to Tolo.

“We have been working on ev-
ery aspect of the game in practice 
over the past week, but we have 
been focusing primarily on our of-
fensive sets as well as our man-up 
and man-down plays,” wrote Tolo. 
“Our defense has been stepping 
up and making great plays, but we 
have been struggling a little bit to 
get the offensive production that 
we had hoped for. That said, things 
have turned around this week and 
we have been looking a lot sharp-
er.”

The hopes are high for a team 
that has been learning more and 
more throughout the season, ac-
cording to Pollock.

“We, as a team, have definitely  
together throughout the season but 
I think we need to focus on finding 
what we’re playing for. Having 
something to play and playing for 
each other is really important for 
the team,” said Pollock. “We just 
need to focus up and instead of 
getting down when we make mis-
takes, we should encourage others. 
We have all of the weapons but we 
just need to put them together and 
when that happens, I believe that 
we can beat every team we face.”

“If anything at all, we have been 
emphasizing togetherness. Indi-
vidually, we are a very talented 
team, but together we can be un-
stoppable,” added Tolo. “Every sin-
gle day, we have been emphasizing 
the importance of that teamwork 
and unity and it’s finally starting to 
show. We are taking that mindset 
with us to each of the next games 
and I am excited to see what hap-
pens next with our team. The sky’s 
the limit.”

Andover will look to carry its 
recent momentum into their next 
game at Deerfield on Saturday. 

LUCAS KIM

Softball Beats North Reading Twice 
in Doubleheader

Jacque Harrington ’20 hit 
a home run over the fence, 
scoring one of several Ando-
ver runs to contribute to the 
efforts of Andover Softball 
against North Reading High 
School on Saturday. The team 
earned two hardfought 6-2 
and 4-3 wins in the double-
header.

Katie Morris ’21 wrote in an 
email to The Phillipian, “We 
had a bunch of homeruns. To 
start off the [first] game, I 
was batting leadoff [and] I got 
walked. Right after me, bat-
ting second, Colby Bere ’18 
hit a home run, and the um-
pire called it foul even though 

everyone thought otherwise. 
Jacque had a homerun way 
over the fence... Sarah Carmi-
chael ’18 had a homerun, and 
so did Rachel Moore ’19, so it 
was a big day for us.”

“One of our pitchers, Jor-
dan Penoyer ’18, pitched for 
almost both of the games, 
when another pitcher, Emma 
Slibeck ‘20, was injured. It 
took a lot of motivation and 
hard work to pitch as well 
as she did,” added Shahinda 
Bahnasy ’20.

According to Head Coach 
Lindsay Maroney and Hannah 
Cuff ’21, the previously unde-
feated North Reading chal-
lenged Andover to two hard-
fought games.

Coach Maroney said, “The 
doubleheader against North 
Reading was a true test for 
our team, and one that I think 
we met. Our offense, defense, 
and pitching were all working 
well against a tough, unde-
feated team.”

“The team knew that North 
Reading was going to be chal-
lenge; they had won all of 

their games so far and were 
very good in previous years. 
However, we were prepared 
for a challenge, and it ended 
up being two very competitive 
games,” said Cuff.

According to Bahnasy, the 
team did not allow any antic-
ipations of the games to deter 
its efforts.

“Prior to the games, we did 
not know what to expect. Our 
team doesn’t particularly base 
our playing on prior knowl-
edge of the opposing team. 
Therefore, we went into the 
game with our utmost ener-
gy. We did not think the game 
would come as close as it did,” 
said Bahnasy.

Coach Maroney acknowl-
edged quality performances 
from several players.

“Pitcher Jordan Penoyer 
was solid, earning both of the 
wins, while clutch home runs 
by Jacque Harrington, Rachel 
Moore, and Sarah Carmichael 
powered our offense. Han-
nah Cuff ’21 and Colby Bere 
were also key contributors 
on offense and defense,” said 
Coach Maroney.

According to Bahnasy, the 
team made significant strides 
towards one of its main goals. 

“We attacked one of [our] 
main goals, which was to be 
more active offensively start-
ing the game. We were suc-
cessfully able to have a series 
of hits, some of which were 
great doubles. Obviously there 
is always room for improve-
ment, but I think both games 
proved offensive and defen-
sive strength,” Bahnasy said.

According to Maroney, the 
team has been consistently 
improving this season, but has 
yet to reach its peak – some-
thing Maroney looks forward 
to.

“The team has seen con-
sistent improvement as the 
season has progressed, and I 
think we still have yet to reach 
our true potential. We are 
close, but once we get there, 
we will be a formidable op-
ponent for any team we face,” 
said Coach Maroney.

Andover will face Rivers, 
BB&N and Phillips Exeter 
Academy on Saturday.

SOFTBALL

TULIO MARCHETTI

BASEBALL

Boys Add 3 Wins to Record

With a 13-1 win and a 10-1 win in 
a doubleheader against Worcester 
Academy on Saturday and a anoth-
er 10-1 win over BB&N on Monday, 
Andover Baseball has continued its 
winning ways, playing strongly as it 
heads into the heart of its season.

Everyone throughout the order 
has been contributing, as shown by 
their current 7-1 record, according 
to Matt Sapienza ’21.

He said “Everyone, one through 
nine, has just been contributing and 
working their best to help us get the 
win.”

Head Coach Kevin Graber em-
phasized the strength that the team 
holds on the mound, and he hopes 
to continue playing well at the plate 
in the future. 

“Pitching has been a real 
strength for us, [and] our defense 
has been really good. We are going 
to continue to emphasize really 
good at bats and swinging at good 
pitches in good situations and re-
ally battling with two strikes,” said 
Graber.

L.J. Keevan ’21 added, “Our 
pitching and our defense have been 
lights out and our bats at the plate 
have been hot.” 

Sapienza also emphasized the 
fact that the defense and pitching 
has been spectacular.

Graber also pointed to the team’s 
experience and veteran leadership 
as factors in its success. 

“It’s a veteran team with a lot of 
2018 guys, and they have role mod-
eled the values of the program and 
those all center around team and 
being selfless and trying to grab 
every inch. That means running 
everything out, sprinting on and 
off the field, us trying to control the 
pace of the game, and that is really 
important to the way that we play,” 
said Graber.

Sapienza added, “The upper-
classmen have really just taken us 
under their wing and just really 
been so awesome with helping us 
adjust to the new team, because 
there are many things that we have 
been learning about the team.” 

In the future, the team hopes to 
keep going at a steady pace of im-
provement, according to Keevan 
and Sapienza.

Keevan said, “We need to keep a 
steady pace with our practice plan.”

Sapienza added “We just need to 
keep practicing and working hard, 
because there is always room for 
improvement.”

The team has several rituals that 
motivate them to work well as a 
team. One of them is “rock to rail,” 
a series of 21 actions that the team 
completes in order to put in their 
best effort and ensure the best game 
possible, including “on and off the 
field in 12 seconds,” “the bench is 
made of lava,” and the slogan, “We, 
not me.” The ritual was named for 
the walk between a rock by the 
right field foul pole and the rail of 
their dugout (encompassing the 
whole field), within which space 
the actions are completed. Anoth-
er saying the team holds true is 
that “nothing is ever accomplished 
without enthusiasm.”

Following its two games on Sat-
urday and third game on Monday, 
the team has had to focus on resting 
their pitchers while still being able 
to have the best players in a given 
game. 

Graber said “We are really inten-
tional about making sure they have 
opportunities to get on the mound 
during the off season so that they 
arrive to the season ready to roll. 
Especially our Florida trip — we 
build up a base leading up to Flor-
ida.” 

He continued, “We are really 
intentional about building them up 
as the season begins. We don’t want 
to run a guy out on the mound and 
have them throw 120 pitches in one 
day.” 

The team’s depth means that 
each pitcher plays for a shorter 
amount of time and, as a result, does 
not need a long rest period. With 
the team scoring so many runs, 
stress was taken off the pitcher, and 
pitchers the team will play in the 
future had the opportunity to rest.

Andover will play a doublehead-
er against Northfield Mount Her-
mon this Saturday.

KYLE SIMARD

D.ZHU/THEPHILLIPIAN
Brooke Keough ’19 had two goals and one assist against Groton and one 
goal against NMH.
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Will Kantaros ’18 plays defense. 
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Rachel Moore ’19 began playing for Andover after arriving as a new Lower.
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“It was insane. We all start-
ed screaming, and I started 
crying. Justice has a video of 
it, and I just started profusely 
bawling my eyes out because, 
first of all, I was so scared that 
I had to answer that question. 
And second of all, it was the 
happiest moment of this year,” 
said Prem.

Before attending Andover, 
Prem only participated in 
musical theater productions. 
However, after taking The-
atre-210 Acting I, Prem felt 
inspired to delve deeper into 
what Andover’s theater de-
partment had to offer.

“And so theater for me was 
the one thing I felt really good 
at after taking that one class. 
And then I auditioned for 
DramaLabs, and that was just 
the most amazing experience 
for me because I felt so loved, 

and everybody just makes you 
feel good. It was just a really 
inviting space, and that’s how 
I got involved in theater,” said 
Prem.

Prem has developed acting 
and directing skills during her 
time at Andover, and she is ex-
tremely excited to take on her 
new role as DramaLabs Pro-
ducer.

“I feel like, as an actor, I 
have definitely become more 
comfortable in the spaces that 
I am acting in and directing in. 
But as a theater leader, almost, 
I feel like I know how to reach 
out to people and I know how 
to make them feel welcome 
like I felt. And that’s one of 
my goals as a producer: make 
everybody feel super welcome 
in the space,” said Prem.

As a member of Azure, 
Prem has future plans to apply 

her skills in music and singing 
when she produces.

“I hope to be involved with 
music because I think, out of 
all the Producers this year, 
I’m the only one who sings 
on campus… and so I hope to 
do stuff with incorporating a 
cappella groups into Grass-
hopper or even doing Musical 
Theatre Cabaret and [events] 
like that with music involved,” 
said Prem.

Prem is also looking for-
ward to reaching out to all the 
members of Andover’s theater 
community, which she hopes 
will help her grow as an ac-
tress and director. 

“I think a lot of people 
thing that leadership posi-
tions mean you’re the best at 
it, whereas I think that for 
DramaLabs producers, it just 
means that I just organize 

things so that I can meet a ton 
of people who are interest-
ed in the same things as me 
because we’re obviously not 
the best in the business,” said 
Prem.

Prem is optimistic that the 
diversity and skills and per-
spectives that the new produc-
ers bring onto the table will 
help them not only improve 
current events and shows, but 
also create new ones.

“So we all have so many 
unique characteristics to 
bring to the table that I hope 
that we’ll have this really 
well-rounded experience next 
year and possibly have brand 
new things that we’re debut-
ing,” said Prem.

Editor’s Note: Rhea Prem is 
a Photo Editor for The Phillip-
ian.

Carley Kukk ’19 dabbled in 
acting in her middle school 
years but never felt drawn 
to theater until she came to 
Andover. She was first in-
troduced to DramaLabs and 
stage managing during her 
Lower year, and she contin-
ued to explore theater from 
there.

“My Lower year, I 
stage-managed DramaLabs. I 
thought ‘Hey! This is kind of 
fun!’ [because] it put my or-
ganizational skills to the test. 
Since then, I’ve been involved 
with multiple shows on cam-
pus. It has become such a vi-

tal part to my life, and [Dra-
maLab] Producer seemed like 
an amazing opportunity for 
me to continue my passion for 
theater and tech as a leader,” 
said Kukk.

Being involved in theater 
has allowed Kukk to realize 
the complexities and differ-
ent facets of running a pro-
duction.

“Before I came in, I nev-
er thought that tech was as 
vital [as it is] and how stage 
managing a show is so much 
effort… I think that I really 
stepped out of my boundaries 
and tried new things with dif-
ferent levels of theater,” said 
Kukk.

As a DramaLabs Produc-
er, Kukk hopes to be a leader 
both in and outside of theater. 
One of her goals is to spark 
others’ passion for theater 
and to get as many people in-
volved as possible.

“I think that [being a Dra-
maLabs Producer] means be-
ing a leader in general… not 
just in DramaLabs, but also 
a leader on campus as well,” 
said Kukk. “For me, when I 
started off stage managing lit-
tle DramaLabs, I didn’t think 
much of it, [but] it’s this won-
derful community where peo-
ple embrace each other for 
their wackiness and for put-
ting themselves out there.”

According to Kukk, she 
likes that all different types 
of people to come together 
through a passion for theater, 
regardless of experience. She 
also looks forward to working 
with her fellow Producers. 

“They’re awesome people, 
and they are super passion-
ate about theater as well. I 
can’t wait to be in the same 
environment as them, and I 
know hanging out with [Allen 
Grimm, Instructor in Theatre 
and Dance] will be super fun. 
I think it will all in all be won-
derful working with people 
who I care about about some-
thing that I care about.”

R.PREM/THE PHILLIPIANM.CALLAHAN/THE PHILLIPIAN

Introducing the 2018-2019 DramaLabs Producers

IRENE KWON

KAITLIN LIM

R.PREM/THE PHILLIPIAN
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Rhea Prem ’19 Brings Music Background to DramaLabs

Carley Kukk ’19 Aims to Be a Leader Backstage and On Campus

Before coming to Andover, 
Ria Vieira ’19 had been in-
volved in theater and knew 
that she wanted to commit to 
it. She started out as an ac-
tor in DramaLabs and later 
toured abroad with the the-
ater program.

Vieira said, “Spring Term 
of my [Junior] year, I was in a 
play written by [Onaje Wood-
bine, Instructor in Philosophy 
and Religious Studies] called 
‘Black Gods of the Asphalt,’ 
which was awesome. We end-

ed up touring in South Africa 
that summer, and that was 
probably one of my favorite 
experiences in the theater de-
partment to this day.”

According to Vieira, getting 
involved and working with 
people with more experience 
is the best way to learn more 
about theater. As a Producer, 
Vieira hopes to be a mentor to 
younger students interested 
in theater. She hopes to make 
the environment of DramaL-
abs as inclusive as possible so 
that everyone from novices to 
seasoned veterans can enjoy 
the program.

“[To be a Producer] means 
a lot to me. I have vivid mem-
ories of [Junior] Year, look-
ing up to the three producers 
who stand on the black box 
every Friday night and talked 
to the crowd. I thought they 
were really cool people who 
were surrounded by theater 
,which is something that I re-
ally loved and I really wanted 
to be a part of,” said Vieira.

Vieira has numerous goals 
for next year and is excited 
to take on this new role. She 
hopes to expose DramaLabs 
to more of the student body 
and work with other organi-

zations to make the club as 
multifaceted as possible.

“For next year I think 
there’s a lot that we could do 
with DramaLabs. We could 
definitely expand our me-
diums. I’d like to continue 
sticking to those ten-minutes 
plays, but we could expand 
our genres. We usually stick 
to comedy or romance, but 
there are so many genres out 
there that we could tap into, 
which could be kind of fun,” 
said Vieira.

IRENE KWON

Ria Vieira ’19 Hopes to Collaborate with Other Clubs on Campus

“It was a really emotion-
al time to go from crying be-
cause we were put in a situ-
ation where we had to diss 

our friends, and then we were 
crying [because] one of our 
dreams on campus had just 
come true,” said Katz.

Katz began his theater ca-
reer at a young age, partici-
pating in a wide range of local 
productions and school plays 
prior to coming to Andover.

“The first thing I ever did 
with theater was probably 
when my sister was doing 
something, and I saw it, and 
I ran out on stage when I was 
four. I was like, ‘I want to be 
up there!’ Obviously, I wasn’t 
in the play at the time, and 
ever since, I think I just fol-
lowed in her footsteps at a 
very young age,” said Katz.

At Andover, Katz grew to 
love participating in the Dra-
maLabs every term.

“I’ve done ten DramaLabs 
— almost two every term that 
I’ve been here — and that’s 
probably been one of the hap-

piest things from my theater 
experience. Even though I 
can’t do it in the tradition-
al two-hour play sense, I’m 
able to do it in nice ten-min-
ute breaks with different casts 
and with people who always 
make me happy and make me 
smile,” said Katz.

Katz’s participation in Dra-
maLabs also allowed him to 
shift from acting in plays to 
directing them, allowing him 
to become more well-versed 
in the different aspects of the-
ater.

“I think I’ve grown to love 
directing more because it al-
lows me to express myself a 
little bit better, but that’s not 
to say I don’t love acting. And 
in terms of growth, all my 
skills as a director and as an 
actor have improved. What I 
really do theater for in a gen-
eral sense is to be happy, and 
it’s always made me happy, 

and I guess it still does,” said 
Katz.

Now as one of the DramaL-
abs Producers, Katz is excited 
to work closely with the oth-
er Producers and the Theatre 
Department next year.

“That was one of the happi-
est moments I’ve had on cam-
pus so far: knowing that not 
only am I going to be able to 
do great work and something 
that makes me happy, but I’m 
going to be able to do it be-
cause I put in the hard work 
and I really tried to do some-
thing that I love. That’s why 
I’m happy to be a Producer,” 
said Katz.

Katz also hopes to bring 
more campus awareness to the 
opportunities that DramaLabs 
provides for all students, re-
gardless of their background 
in theater.

“I want to try to do and 
work on advertising, work on 

spreading the message, and 
work on restoring the glory 
of DramaLabs… so that peo-
ple on campus really see it as 
a fun opportunity that most 
schools don’t offer,” said Katz.

Katz’s close relationships 
with the other producers in 
DramaLabs will allow for ef-
ficient collaboration, but he is 
also looking forward to seeing 
how their differences will im-
pact the dynamics and their 
management of the theater 
program.

“Even though we’re all pret-
ty close, we all have different 
things to bring, and we all have 
different aspects, and we’ll re-
ally make it a well-rounded 
production. Producers typi-
cally have a very big job, so it’s 
good that there are four, be-
cause each one of us really do 
bring something unique and 
special. It’s going to be a good 
year,” said Katz.

KAITLIN LIM

P.EMERSON/THE PHILLIPIAN
Sam Katz ’19 first became involved 
in theater at a young age by per-
forming in local productions.

Sam Katz ’19 Looks to Expand Theater Opportunities On Campus

When Sam Katz ’19, Carley Kukk ’19, Rhea Prem ’19, and Ria Vieira ’19 were called into Upper Left of Paresky Commons, they were expecting 
a second round of interviews. Instead, they were confronted with the question, “Which one of you four isn’t fit to be a DramaLabs Producer?” 
before finally being told that they had all been given the title. As DramaLabs Producers for the upcoming school year, they will collaborate in 

organizing Grasshopper Night, weekly DramaLabs, and other events in the Theatre Classroom.

D.TULLER/THE PHILLIPIAN
Carley Kukk ’19 first participated 
in DramaLabs her Lower year.

M.CALLAHAN/THE PHILLIPIAN
Rhea Prem ’19 became interested 
in theater after taking Theatre-210 
Acting I.

S.BAHNASY/THE PHILLIPIAN
Ria Vieira ’19 wants to experiment 
with different genres and branch 
out to other organizations.
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With his fingers traveling up 
and down the length of the dou-
ble bass, David Cohen ’18 bent 
over his instrument in concentra-
tion, building intensity across a 
range of high and low notes. With 
the final notes of the somber 
melody, he drew the bow up in 
a sweeping motion to end Rach-
maninoff’s Sonata in G minor for 

Cello and Piano. 
“[My favorite piece 

was] probably the 
Rachmaninoff. I think 
that’s definitely the 
piece I feel most con-
fident with, because 
I tend to gravitate 
more towards lyr-

ical pieces. 
There’s a lot 

more free-
dom of 
expres-
s i o n ; 
y o u 
h a v e 
time to 
s h a p e 
t h e 
m e l o -
dies. It 
doesn’t 

feel as stiff and contrived as if it 
was something fast,” said Cohen. 

Cohen performed his Senior 
Recital this past Saturday in the 
Timken Room of Graves Hall. 
According to Cohen, the concert 
was a new but rewarding experi-
ence. 

“It’s a great opportunity to just 
expose yourself to the school and 
put yourself in a position where 
you might not [have] thought you 
would’ve been before. I don’t re-
ally like being the center of atten-
tion, so I feel like that was a little 
bit overwhelming for me, but I 
think it’s going to translate well 
into other things I do in life,” said 
Cohen. 

According to Cohen, music 
for bass solos are uncommon and 
often difficult to find, and are en-
tirely different from the parts he 
plays in Symphony Orchestra and 
Chamber Orchestra on campus. 

“A lot of the pieces I found 
were transcribed versions of piec-
es for other instruments. A lot of 
the solo repertoire that I do I had 
to learn on my own because my 
teacher is mostly familiar with 
bass parts for [orchestras], so it 
was definitely a big project to get 
all those pieces,” said Cohen. 

Although Cohen’s favorite 
piece from the recital, Rachmani-
noff’s Sonata, is technically diffi-
cult because of its wide range in 

pitches, he felt confident in his 
execution. Audience member Ava 
Long ’21 also named the piece as 
her favorite from the program. 

“I’m more of a person who 
likes slow music, something that 
has a lot of turns and resolutions, 
and in general it was really conso-
nant. I think David [had] a really 
nice selection of pieces: he’s got 
fast stuff, he’s got slow stuff, he’s 
got deep and kind of scary music, 
but also really light music,” said 
Long. 

Irura Nyiha ’20, another au-
dience member, was unfamiliar 
with the double bass before at-
tending the concert but enjoyed 
Cohen’s performance. 

“I thought [the concert] was 
very fantastic. Coming in, I didn’t 
know what a bass does, or how 
the instrument sounded. [David] 
looked very confident, his move-
ments were very precise, and the 
song was very good. The deep, 
soft notes, and the melancholic 
mood — he made it sound really 
sweet,” said Nyiha. 

Cohen plans to continue pur-
suing music in the future and 
even branch out to try different 
instruments. 

“I’m planning on doing a mu-
sic minor in college and also try-
ing to learn the cello, too, so I can 
actually have more opportunities 
to do more,” said Cohen. 

Dressed in a maroon red 
sweater, plaid schoolgirl skirt, 
matching hair bow, and knee high 
socks, Henry Crater ’20 sashayed 
across the floor before snapping 
at Sam Wright ’19 in a drag ren-
dition of the song “Candy Store” 
from the musical “Heathers.” 
Crater’s posse, consisting of John 
Moreland ’18 and Bennett Pease 
’21, stalked towards the center of 
the room, singing and performing 
sassy choreography in their col-
or-coordinated outfits.

“I had a lot of fun watching the 
performance; I thought all the 
performers were really talented. 
I especially liked the drag one, —
that was a lot of fun, and they had 
the whole audience just laughing 
and having fun,” said audience 
member Mudmee Sereeyothin 
’20.

The drag version of “Candy 

Store” was one of the numbers 
in last Friday’s Musical Theatre 
Cabaret, held in the Theatre 
Classroom. The show featured 
nine acts in total, including songs 
from Broadway musicals and 
popular movies. 

Jennifer Lawson ’19, the direc-
tor of “Candy Store,” said, “I had 
this vision of doing drag ‘Candy 
Store’ for a long time now. Indi-
vidually, I spent a bit of time cho-
reographing [it]. One of the hard-
est parts is getting your creative 
ideas out and formulating them. 
It was just so funny, and every-
thing I wanted it to be. It’s not 
all me, it’s the actors too, they’re 
all great — my boys, my dudes — 
they’re awesome.”

The productions allowed stu-
dents who are passionate about 
musical theater to experiment 
with and implement their ideas, 

according to Emily Ndiokho ’18.
In an email to The Phillipian, 

Ndiokho, one of the supporting 
producers, said, “What makes 
Musical Theatre Cabaret so en-
joyable is that there aren’t any 
main acts [or] headline pieces. 
Each piece is worked on by driv-
en and [talented] students and 
brings a unique flare to the Cab-
aret. By providing each act with 
loose guidelines, we allow imag-
inations to flow.” 

In addition to performing in 
“Candy Store,” Sam Wright ’19 
directed a performance of “We’ve 
Got Work to Do” from the musi-
cal “Firebringer,” bringing humor 
to the Cabaret by referencing 
popular culture. 

Lawson, who performed in 
“We’ve Got Work to Do,” said, “I 
was in Sam’s piece as well, just 
because it’s such a meme that 

I needed to be a part of it. I was 
like, ‘Sam, you’re making me be 
that girl.’ It was great, it was just 
so fun.”

Shyan Koul ’19, playing Alex-
ander Hamilton, and Adaeze Izu-
egbunam ’20, playing Aaron Burr, 
starred in a duet performance of 
the song “Dear Theodosia” from 
the musical “Hamilton.” Red and 
blue lights shone on the singers 
as their characters argued in the 
song. 

“There’s this one moment 
where [Shyan] starts to sing af-
ter Adaeze has finished her first 
verse. And slowly, these red lights 
fade on and they clash with Burr’s 
blue lights directly over Adaeze, 
and I thought it was a really great 
way to show their contrasting yet 
complementing personalities,” 
said director Sydney Olney ’18.

Musical Theatre Cabaret Allows Directors 
To Implement Their Imaginations

LINDSEY CHAN 
& KAITLIN LIM

After playing a flurry of notes, 
JP Tang ’18 abruptly slowed to 
playing a series of chords. Tang 
closed his Senior Recital with 

Scherzo No. 3 in C-sharp minor 
by Frederic Chopin, which fea-
tured a rapid tempo and dramatic 
volume changes. According to 
Tang, the Scherzo piece was the 
most technically difficult piece.

This piece was one of four 

that Tang performed for his Se-
nior Solo Recital last Sunday 
afternoon in the Timken Room 
of Graves Hall. Tang played the 
pieces in chronological order 
from oldest to most recent. For 
Tang, the recital marked the near 
end of his musical journey at An-
dover and the result of years of 
practice. 

  “It’s a culmination of all the 
work and music I’ve done at An-
dover. I asked everyone I knew, 
even just acquaintances, [to 
come],” Tang said. 

Damian Ding ’20, an audience 
member and friend of Tang’s, 
said, “The thing is, I know near-
ly zero music. I’m just here to 
support JP because he’s my best 
friend.”

In contrast with the Chopin 
piece, Tang played Widmung, Op. 
25 No. 1 by Robert Schumann, 
which featured a calmer, flowing 
melody.  

“The Schumann piece I’ve 
played for quite a while. It’s one 
that I carry around with me. I re-

ally like the melody; I can’t really 
get over it,” said Tang. 

Audience member Igor 
Barakiev ’20 said, “I think the 
Schumann piece [was my favor-
ite]. It was more contemporary 
than others. It sounded more like 
modern music.”

Tang also played Sonata in F 
minor, Op. 2 No.1 by Beethoven, 
which started off with a slower, 
softer melody that sped up and 
increased rapidly in pitch. The 
third part of the piece was mod-
erately paced and culminated in 
the fast-paced and energetic final 
section titled Prestissimo. 

Audience member Charles 
Yoon ’20 said, “I thought [the so-
nata] was interesting. There’s four 
different parts to it, and there’s a 
clear progression in speed. The ti-
tles [of the parts] are all [tempos], 
except for Minuet — Trio, but 
I thought the changes in speed 
and tone were very interesting; I 
thought it was a little more com-
plex… [and] had a nice mix of sim-
plicity and complexity.”

According to Tang, music has 
been an integral part of his time 
at Andover, and he hopes to con-
tinue in the future. 

“This year I’m doing [Mu-
sic-500,] the Chamber Music 
Performance Seminar, [and] I’m 
playing a Schumann piano quin-
tet with four other guys; it’s really 
fun, I really enjoy it. When I’m in 
college, hopefully I’ll keep it up, 
and not get too caught up in other 
stuff,” said Tang.
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Senior Recital: David Cohen ’18 
Gives Unique Double Bass Solo Performance

ESTELLE  ZHU

K.AALTO/THE PHILLIPIAN
David Cohen ’18 plays for the Symphony and Chamber Orchestras on 
campus.

UANNE CHANG
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JP Tang ’18 played four pieces in chronological order for his Senior Recital.

Senior Recital: JP Tang ’18 
Journeys through Different Musical Time Periods on Piano

Jennifer Clement’s new-
est novel, “Gun Love,” 
deftly tracks guns, so-
cio-economic class, and 
family dynamics within 
the swampy trappings of 
a Florida trailer park.  

“Gun Love” is narrated by Pearl, the 
14-year-old daughter of a rich-girl run-
away. Pearl and her mother live in their 
1994 Mercury in the Indian Waters Trail-
er Park. Pearl’s mother won’t allow her 
to make friends outside the trailer park 
for fear they might want to “secure 
their spot in heaven” by turning Pearl 
into Child Protective Services (not that 
living in a car is abusive, asserts Pearl’s 
mother on multiple occasions). When 
the toxically charismatic Eli arrives in 
the duo’s life, however, their world is 
upended.

From a woman who 
carries her pink pistol 
between her breasts 
to the gun Eli gifts 

Pearl’s mother, kept 
under the Mercury’s 
seats, Clement takes 
pleasure in revealing 
the sinister, saccha-
rine underbelly of 

America’s love affair 
with guns.Gun Love

by Jennifer Clement

RATCLIFF 
REVIEWS

by Ava Ratcliff
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While reading, I felt the RAID reli-
giously sprayed in Pearl’s car clog 
my lungs and tasted the bitter rope 
of Pearl’s pearls as she bit down on 
them to ensure they weren’t plastic. 
Clement brilliantly navigates an un-
flinchingly accurate portrait of the 
role guns play in our relationships and 
their power to instantly define a life. 
Although it is short — just under 250 
pages — the ideas Clement interro-
gates throughout “Gun Love” will 
have readers thinking long after the 
last page is turned.
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Claudia Pollock ’20 (pictured 
above). The Cabaret featured nine 
acts, including Broadway hits and 
movie soundtracks.
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Look of the Week: 
Leo Deng ’21 Fuses Japanese and New York City Streetwear 

Pairing his graphic t-shirt with 
a matching red, patterned sweat-
shirt, Deng completes his outfit 
with a gold necklace.

“[My style is] definitely street-
wear-influenced. [A typical outfit 
would be] a hoodie and a bomber 
jacket over that, with some zipper 
pants or joggers. [For shoes,] usu-
ally high-top Jordans,” said Deng. 

Growing up in Long Island, 
N.Y., Deng was constantly inspired 
by the street fashion of New York 
City. Deng discovered the street-
wear community through his 
friends back home, who prompt-
ed him to expand his fashion pro-
file.

“I got into [streetwear] by 
sneakers. At the beginning, I 
just liked sneakers; I didn’t real-
ly know anything about street-
wear… I have a lot of friends from 
home that know a lot more [about 
streetwear]... You can’t just wear 
sneakers with any clothing, so I 
got into streetwear [after that],” 
said Deng.

In addition to styles from New 
York, Deng cites Japanese street 
fashion as an inspiring standard 
for his style. According to Deng, 
Japan, one of the biggest fashion 
capitals, is the source of many 
streetwear fashion brands.

“[There are] a lot of influenc-
es in Japan. [I see] a lot on social 
media, and most of the original 
streetwear brands are based in 
Japan. There’s Neighbourhood, 
WTaps, A Bathing Ape. Those are 
just some,” said Deng.

In addition to styling, Deng’s 
love for streetwear is apparent 
through his knowledge of street-
wear culture and brands, in par-
ticular his favorite brand, A Bath-
ing Ape.

“I just love their designs and 
their history. It was created in 
1993 by a music artist called Nigo; 

he’s Japanese. It became popular 
in the U.S. [due to] Biggie Smalls, 
this ’90s rapper [who was] really 
popular back then. After that it 
kind of just blew up in America,” 
said Deng.

Deng’s peers at Andover have 
also noticed his affinity for street-
wear, both because of his stylistic 
choices and his extensive knowl-
edge of streetwear culture and 
history. 

Sam Lasater ’21, one of Deng’s 
friends, said, “I think [his style] is 
pretty cool. I’ve definitely been in-
spired by it in the past… It’s fasci-
nating to me; he knows a lot about 
what he’s doing — streetwear cul-
ture. He’s really invested in what 
he wears, I like that.”

Since the end of seventh grade, 
Deng has amassed a large sneaker 
and hoodie collection due to his 
interest in street fashion. With a 
diverse range of colors, patterns, 
and styles, Deng aims to put his 
outfits together by taking full ad-
vantage of the variety in his ward-
robe and intentionally avoiding 

color coordination.
“I have a lot of black-and-white 

hoodies. I also have some crazy 
hoodies with camo patterns and 
with a lot of graphics on it, when I 
really want to express myself. [In] 
my sneaker collection, there’s a lot 
of high-top Jordans, some Nike 
trainers, and some Adidas Ul-
tra-Boosts… I try to get a different 
color each time,” said Deng.

A key technique in Deng’s 
style is layering clothing, which 
allows him more flexibility with 
the weather as well as a more 
complex outfit choice. During 
the winter, Deng finds himself 
layering more often, a technique 
he also applies when opting for a 
flashier outfit choice.

“[In the] winter, I definitely 
love to layer a lot… A dressed-up 
outfit would definitely be a graph-
ic t-shirt with a zip-up hoodie 
— open so it shows the graphic. 
Then maybe a bomber jacket over 
that with ripped jeans, and a long 
belt that comes down, and high-
top Jordans,” said Deng.

LINDSEY CHAN

Leo Deng ’21 collects sneakers, including high-top Jordans, Nike trainers, 
and Adidas Ultra-Boosts.
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According to Deng, one of his favorite brands is A Bathing Ape, which was 
created by a Japanese music artist.
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MIKE & FRANCO HAD A VISION 
To bring Southern California to the East Coast. 

Break your brain double wrapped tacos. Secret salsa recipes handed down from Mom & ‘Abuelita.’

BY DAY 
“BUENO” invites you to family friendly, fast lunch with a smile - Tacos & Burritos made to order with 

the very freshest of ingredients.

BY NIGHT 
“MALO” invites you to date night or gathering with friends. Dine on sharing plates and get cozy. 
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