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Business

John Moreland ’18 delved 
into the history of Abbot Acad-
emy and Phillips Academy in 
his presentation “How Music 
Propelled a Society Forward” 
last Sunday in Kemper Audi-
torium. Moreland, who has 
spent his life participating in 
music and theater, stumbled 
across the thesis for his Com-
munity and Multicultural De-
velopment (CAMD) scholar 
proposal while exploring the 
archives during his work duty 
assignment. 

Paige Roberts, Director of 
Archives and Special Collec-
tions, served as Moreland’s 
faculty advisor for the proj-
ect. She was especially proud 

of how Moreland utilized ar-
chival research and connec-
tions to alums to give an oral 
history presentation on mu-
sic’s role in the convergence 
of the two schools. 

Roberts said, “The shift 
that John showed in his proj-
ect that happened when Wil-
liam Thomas came here af-
ter the two schools merged 
during the 1970s and how that 
opened up the music depart-
ment in terms of diversity, 
diversity of the student body, 
diversity of programming and 
outreach locally within Mas-
sachusetts, and even globally, 
was just a really cool thing 
to see. That all played out 
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John Moreland ’18 is involved 
with music and theater on cam-
pus.
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ASM: Haben Girma, 
Disability Rights Activist

As she moved her hands 
across a Braille keyboard, Ha-
ben Girma smiled in response 
to her scribe, who, through a 
Bluetooth keyboard, commu-
nicated to Girma the student 
body’s laughter at her joke at 
All-School Meeting (ASM).

Girma, a disability rights ac-
tivist and the first deaf-blind 
person to graduate from Har-
vard Law School, spoke to 
the Andover community this 
Wednesday. In addition to 
writing a book, which will be 
published in 2019, Girma has 
been honored by former Presi-
dent Barack Obama as a White 
House Champion of Change 
and by “Forbes Magazine” as a 
member of the magazine’s “30 
Under 30” list. 

In her presentation, Girma 
urged communities to be more 
accessible and inclusive for peo-
ple with disabilities by sharing 
stories of her own fight against 
discrimination. 

“The fact that she didn’t just 
get the [law] degree and decide 

to move on with her career, but 
that she’s also advocating for 
people like her to come through 
the education system — to be a 
part of that is very inspiration-
al,” said Ria Vieira ’19.

Girma grew up in Oakland, 
Calif., where her school district 
accommodated blind students. 
By first grade, Girma was learn-

MARGOT HUTCHINS
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Haben Girma is the first deaf-
blind student to have graduated 
from Harvard Law School. 

‘Am I Next?’: Students Protest Gun Violence at March for Our Lives

Two hundred Andover stu-
dents marched in Boston in 
the nationwide March for Our 
Lives protest last Saturday. Ac-
cording to “The Boston Globe,” 
protest organizers estimated 
that 100,000 people participat-
ed in the Boston march, one of 
over 800 that took place glob-
ally.  

This movement for gun con-
trol reform is spearheaded by 
students at Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School in Park-
land, Fla., where 17 people 
were killed in a mass shooting 

on February 14.  
“I decided to go to the march 

for two main reasons: one, be-
cause I’m a big supporter of 
regulating the sale of automat-
ic assault and semiautomat-
ic assault weapons; and two, 
friends of mine died during 
the Parkland shooting, so I re-
ally wanted to honor them and 
their memories,” said Megan 
Vaz ’21, a participant.

“People of all over the Bos-
ton area of all different iden-
tities [attended the event], 
and it was really inspiring and 
empowering both to see all the 
Andover students get really 
impassioned and people from 
the local community,” said 

Clarisa Merkatz ’19, who orga-
nized buses from Andover to 
the march.

In Boston, students walked 
2.5 miles from Madison Park 
Technical Vocational High 
School to Boston Common, 
where speeches and perfor-
mances were held. Student 
participants were encouraged 
to come to the front of the 
crowd near the stage, and to 
cheer and express themselves 
during the speeches and per-
formances. 

Many students appreciated 
the energy shared by the stu-

SOPHIA LEE  & 
AVA RATCLIFF
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Andover students demonstrated with thousands of other marchers in 
Boston last Saturday.

The Future of Political Parties: Former 
D.N.C. Chairman Howard Den Visits

Do political parties have a 
future in the United States? 
Howard Dean, former chair-
man of the Democratic Na-
tional Committee (D.N.C.), 
explored this question with 
students on Monday evening. 

Dean posed the question in 
a discussion entitled, “Is There 
a Future For Political Parties 
in the United States?” in the 
Freeman Room of the Oliver 
Wendell Holmes Library at 
5:00 p.m. In his talk, Dean also 
examined the institutions that 
dictate current American pol-
itics.

“Both parties need to 
change drastically and become 
much more flexible. Both par-
ties need to be less ideological 

and more fact-based, partic-
ularly the Republicans. And I 
think the government institu-
tions need to, and will be, re-
formed. Congress doesn’t work 
for a variety of reasons, and 
the court system isn’t working 
terribly well either, and those 
things need to be fixed,” said 
Dean.

In addition to being a for-
mer chairman of the D.N.C., 
Dean was a six-time governor 
of Vermont and a 2004 presi-
dential candidate.

Both students and teachers 
came to hear Dean speak. Ol-
ivia Lai ’20 explained that she 
was interested to hear Dean’s 
thoughts on the staying pow-
er of political parties, given 
her belief that her generation 
has been less invested in bas-

ing political views on partisan 
identities.

 “I do agree with what he 
said — that our generation has 
been much less interested in 
institutions than [young peo-
ple] were before — so I was 
interested to see what he had 
to say on the existence of po-
litical parties and how we as 
a generation should deal with 
them, work with them, and 
how to be involved with politi-
cal parties going forward,” said 
Lai.

Dean addressed the percep-
tion that young people tend 
to resist political institutions 
more so than previous genera-
tions, but concluded that insti-

ALEXANDRA LEBARON

In the 2017 fiscal year, An-
dover’s endowment amounted 
to 1.058 billion dollars. This 
makes Andover one of the 
highest-funded high schools 
in the United States, according 
to an article from Business In-
sider.  

Andover’s sizeable endow-
ment portfolio is overseen in 
part by those on the Invest-
ment Committee, which is 
composed of both trustees and 
non-trustee alumni. This com-
mittee works together with 
the Investment Office in New 
York City. 

Chief Investment Officer 
(CIO) Kirsten Glantz heads 
the team in New York. As CIO, 
Glantz takes on a number of 
roles regarding Andover’s en-
dowment.

“The CIO is responsible 
for the overall management 
of Andover’s 1.1 billion dollar 
investment portfolio, imple-
menting the investment ob-
jectives and policies approved 
by the Investment Committee. 
This includes sourcing, evalu-
ating and executing all invest-
ment strategies, selecting and 
monitoring external invest-
ment managers, and oversight 
of all investment activities,” 
Glantz wrote in an email to 
The Phillipian. 

Glantz works with her team 
to research the most effective 
ways for Andover to invest its 
endowment. They then com-
municate their recommenda-
tions to the Investment Com-
mittee. 

In a telephone interview 
with The Phillipian, Glantz 
said, “It’s a small team that 
does the research and work 
to determine how we should 
invest, how we should recom-
mend investing the endow-
ment to the Investment Com-

mittee… Then we spend a lot 
of time meeting with a lot of 
different managers in every 
different asset class and try to 
pick the ones that we think are 
the best ones to invest with.” 

Andover invests in a vari-
ety of asset classes, including 
private and hedge equities, 
among others. According to 
the annual fiscal report de-
veloped by Glantz and her 
team, this equity exposure has 
been combined with defensive 
strategies aimed at diversify-
ing the portfolio.

“Andover has invested the 
endowment in a diversified 
set of established investment 
managers over many years. On 
a high level, we allocate cap-
ital to third-party managers 
who invest our endowment 
assets across a broad spectrum 
of asset classes,” said Glantz.

One of the most timely 
questions of the endowment 
is whether Andover invests its 
money in firearm companies. 
Chief Financial Officer Andrea 
Nix explained that though 
there are not any direct invest-
ments in this market, the com-
plicated nature of the system 
contributes to uncertainty.

“It’s a complicated answer. 
We don’t have any direct in-
vestments [in firearms], but 
it’s complicated because we’re 
in a lot different funds that 
we can’t control. There may 
be fractional shares of some-
thing,” said Nix. 

In the past, there has been 
controversy about Andover’s 
endowment being invested in 
alcohol, tobacco, and fossil fu-
els. Nix ensured that there are 
no current investments direct-
ly in these markets but noted 
the possibility of indirect fi-
nancial ties.

ZACH MOYNIHAN

Continued on A6, Column 4

Continued on A4, Column 1

Continued on A5, Column 1
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Josephina Caico ’19, pictured above, donned her Big Blue spirit as she ran through the library for the 
announcement of the Blue Key Heads for the 2018 to 2019 school year. Go to youtube.com/phillipianvideo 
for coverage of the Blue Key Head announcement. See student reactions on A7.

Blue Key Heads Storm the Library

Continued on A6, Column 3

Continued on A7, Column 3
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STEPHEN HAWKING,   
famous researcher and 
cosmologist, passed away 

on March 14, 2018. He was di-
agnosed with amyotrophic lat-
eral sclerosis (ALS) at the age 
of 21 and was given two years to 
live, but surpassed this limit by 
53 years. His death has touched 
the hearts of many across the 
world, and he will be remem-
bered not only as a scientist but 
also as a reminder to the world 
that living with an impairment 
does not mean being incapable 
of achievement.

Hawking is an inspiration for 
many and pushed past believed 
limitations for the disabled 
community. He once said, “My 
advice to other disabled peo-
ple would be, concentrate on 
things your disability doesn’t 
prevent you doing well, and 
don’t regret the things it inter-
feres with. Don’t be disabled 
in spirit as well as physically.” 
Although Hawking is no longer 
with us, it is important that we 
take these words and use them 
to combat ableism within our 
community and in the world. 

Although the issues sur-
rounding how society views 
disability may not seem press-
ing, especially in the news to-
day, they have been and contin-
ue to be important. Stereotypes 
such as viewing disabled peo-
ple as living inferior or fantas-
tical lives and being unable to 
fit in society are problems that 
have always existed and need 
to be addressed. 

This week’s All-School Meet-
ing speaker, Haben Girma, was 
the first deaf-blind graduate 
of Harvard Law School. Girma 
explained to us that disabled 

people do not live a better or 
worse life, just a different life. 
She encouraged us to advo-
cate for accessibility and equal 
treatment of disabled people in 
society. In taking the words of 
Hawking and Girma to heart, 
we can start advocating within 
our school community. Right 
now, the Andover campus and 
community does not prioritize 
addressing ableism. And our 
campus is not accessible!

Our campus does not have 
wheelchair ramps in every 
academic building, for exam-
ple Samuel Phillips Hall and 
Graves Hall. In addition, dorms 
that do not have elevators make 
it impossible for some disabled 
students to live in or visit. Ad-
ditionally, we do not talk about 
disability as much as other top-
ics of identity. In the 2017 State 
of the Academy, 60.15 percent 
of the respondents chose abil-
ity as their answer to the ques-
tion “Which facet or facets of 
identity do you think is/are 
discussed least at Andover?” 
We should incorporate disabil-
ity into Empathy, Balance, and 
Inclusion (EBI) classes, into 
student-led forums, and invite 
more speakers like Girma to 
our campus.

Representation of disabled 
people also plays an important 
role in dismantling ableism. 
One may argue that because 
Andover is so academically 
rigorous, students with dis-
abilities would face too many 
challenges. However, as Girma 
explained, disabled people find 
alternative ways of commu-
nicating and executing tasks. 
If the needed resources are 
made available for disabled 
people, like for Girma at Har-
vard, they can thrive at places 
like Andover. By taking small 
steps to cultivate inclusive en-
vironments, people of all abili-
ties will be able to succeed and 
excel beyond society’s limita-
tions.
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Editorial

The Prefect, Proctor, and Day Student 
Mentor applications were due last Sunday. 
Three different positions, three different 
roles, three entirely different sets of expec-
tations, and one application. The questions 
on the application focused very heavily on 
what it means to be a “standard-bearer” of 
Andover’s values. However, due to the na-
ture of the roles and the different types of 
students that these leaders are given the 
opportunity to interact with, the three po-
sitions are incredibly different — and the 
application process does not reflect this. 

Generalizing these distinct student lead-
ership roles into one group of “standard-
bearers” is not the most effective and holis-
tic way of choosing Prefects, Proctors, and 
Day Student Mentors. A common applica-
tion for such drastically different positions 
does not allow students to truly express 
why they want a specific position in par-
ticular. Nor does it give faculty reading ap-
plications an accurate idea of how effective 
a given student would be in one of these 
specific roles.

This issue of generalization not only ex-
ists in the application process, but also in 
the training these student leaders partici-
pate in at the start of the year. While the job 
descriptions for each position are included 
as a part of the application, the application 
and training themselves do nothing to dif-
ferentiate between the three different roles.

Prefects, Proctors, and Day Student 

Mentors (not to mention Co-Presidents 
and EBI Seniors), all go through the same 
three-day program at the start of the year 
called Be LOVED orientation, standing for 
“Be Living Our Values Every Day.” As the 
title implies, the training is also focused al-
most fully on how student leaders can best 
represent the Andover community and the 
school’s values — an important lesson for 
student leaders to learn, but not helpful in 
a practical sense for taking over their dif-
ferent roles. Incoming Prefects, Proctors, 
and Day Student Mentors need some sort 
of differentiated training, at the very least, 
to go along with the current program.

Different leadership roles on campus 
should have distinct applications and train-
ing in order to recognize the variety of 
roles these students hold and to fully pre-
pare these “standard-bearers” for their re-
sponsibilities. An application and training 
process more tailored to individual roles, 
in addition to the current training in An-
dover’s values, would prepare students for 
their duties much more effectively than 
they currently are. The strength of student 
leaders reflects on the strength of our com-
munity.

This editorial represents the consensus 
of The Phillipian, vol. CXLI.

Training Our Leaders

China’s New Dictator?
SKYLAR XU

Skylar Xu is a two-year 
Lower from Beijing, Chi-
na. Contact the author at 
zsxu20@andover.edu.

On     MARCH 11, THE 
National People’s Con-
gress of China passed 

motions to abolish presidential 
term limits so that President Xi 
Jinping could accomplish his 
long-term plan, which might 
otherwise have been disrupted 
or aborted by frequently chang-
ing leaders. This plan includes 
changes in anti-corruption ef-
forts, regulations on real estate 
prices, and a greater emphasis 
on environmental conservation.

Back home in Beijing, China, 
many people around me spoke 
about the situation in horror. A 
friend of mine told me she was 
in despair: “It doesn’t matter 
even if [President Xi Jinping] is 
doing all the right things,” she 
said. “He’s a dictator. Doesn’t 
that scare you?” I came across 
a Twitter account named 
@StopXiJinping, organized by 
anonymous Chinese students 
studying abroad with the inten-
tion of ending Xi’s presidency 
and raising voices of disagree-
ment. The organizers had to use 
Twitter to avoid being caught by 
the scanning eyes of the Chinese 
government; when the hashtag 
first appeared on Weibo, the 
Chinese equivalent of Twitter, 
it was immediately censored to 
avoid disrupting social order.

Furthermore, multiple news 
sources, including CNN and 
“The Washington Post,” com-
mented on how Xi, China’s 
president since 2012, would 
become a dictator and serve un-
til his death. As China enters a 
new period of steady economic 
growth, it is critical for the 
country to find more sustain-
able, healthy ways of develop-
ment. Therefore, decisions con-

cerning the economy need to be 
discussed and considered more 
carefully with policymakers. 
Under an unrestricted presi-
dency, however, if Xi makes a 
mistake, there is no effective 
correcting force. In addition, Xi 
has been especially strict with 
enforcing censorship. These are 
only a few of the concerns re-
garding the nature of Xi’s cen-
tralized power.

There are definitely benefits 
to the American political sys-
tem, but Chinese politics can-
not be considered in terms of 
American values. Part of the 
shock most Americans experi-
ence upon reading the news 
about Xi’s reign comes from 
how different China’s one-man 
rule is from the political sys-
tem in the United States. When 
I lived in China, I didn’t care 
about politics at all, because the 
political circle seemed very far 
and disconnected with my daily 
life. This is very different from 
the American idea of actively 
participating in political dis-
cussions through social justice 
advocacy or calling one’s repre-
sentative. 

When discussing, we also 
have to keep in mind that Chi-
na has thrived on a centralized 
government for thousands of 
years, partially because most 
people didn’t want to be in-
volved with politics and trusted 

the government. Although si-
lencing controversy through 
censorship will not suffice as a 
long-term plan, this act makes 
China’s population of 1.4 bil-
lion people easier to manage for 
now. Furthermore, contrary to 
suggestions I’ve read in Ameri-
can news, Victor Gao, Director 
of the China National Asso-
ciation of International Studies 
and the translator for Chairman 
Deng Xiaoping, told CNN that 
even though it is possible for Xi 
to serve for life, it is unlikely.

It’s impossible for anyone to 
say at this point whether Xi’s 
endless presidency is defini-
tively good or bad for China, 
but it is important for Chinese 
citizens to discuss and engage 
in politics. Legislation, cam-
paigns, and agendas should be 
publicized with the intention to 
inform the public, not to assure 
everyone that life is great. Cit-
ing Ben Xu’s book, “Politics is 
Everyone’s Business!” Chinese 
citizens should definitely pay 
attention to the actions of the 
government, and in return, the 
Chinese government must not 
censor discussions on political 
topics.
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Corrections:
Commentary failed to attribute three photos. The “National 

Leadership Needs Term Limits” and “Firing at the FBI” photos 
were taken by Hugo Solomon. The “Restricted Validity Pass-
port” photo was taken by Mac Callahan.

The Phillipian regrets the errors.

With the recent election of Commentary     
Editor Keely Aouga as Student Body Co-Presi-
dent for the 2018-2019 school year,  The Phillip-
ian will explicitly publish the below statement 
in each issue going forward. We hope this will 
assure our readership on our policy in avoiding 

potential conflicts of interest within The Phillip-
ian’s editorial board:

Students involved in organizations cov-
ered by The Phillipian will not play any role in                
assigning, writing, producing, or editing content 
regarding said organizations. 

Editor’s Note
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MARCH FOR OUR 
Lives was the first 
march I ever par-

ticipated in. The first half was 
a shockingly disappointing 
experience. Three hours into 

the day, I had unintentionally 
made my way up to the front 
of the line, where people were 
pushing and shoving just to 
get photographed by the press. 
Not only was that extremely 
uncivilized, I also felt person-

ally offended; my friends are 
dead, and people who claim 
to be marching for them value 
something as petty as camera 
time. 

I tried to let go of my anger 
and make the most out of my 
remaining time. This did not 
happen. Abandoned posters 
lined the streets, and people 
had been cheering for so long 
that their chants had turned 
from meaningful protests into 
meaningless strings of words. 
After a mere few hours, people 
were already losing interest 
in the cause. But I was no ex-
ception to this. I had stopped 
chanting and raising my post-
er. The weather was cold and 
miserable, I was famished, 
and we had been walking for 
hours.

Our lack of enthusiasm was 
depressing because this was 
the least we could do to sup-
port victims of gun violence. 
The march was the first step in 
making a difference, but it felt 

like the movement had already 
begun to die down. It has only 
been one month since the 
tragic shooting in Parkland, 
Fla., and people are already 
losing interest. It was unsur-
prising that people were more 
energetic earlier on in the day, 
but change will only occur if 
people continue fighting even 
after they have become tired. 
As effective as marches are, it 
is more important for people 
to maintain their passion for 
stricter gun control and re-
member the consequences of 
gun violence by writing, talk-
ing, and posting about the is-
sue.

I had and still have many 
mixed feelings about the ac-
tual march, but this should 

not be taken the wrong way; I 
am grateful for everyone who 
went to support this fight for 
stricter gun control, but the 
thousands of people passion-
ate about March for Our Lives 
need to stand in solidarity not 
just for one march. The mov-
ing and motivating speakers 
I heard at the march must 
continue to share their per-
sonal experiences with gun 
violence, and the thousands 
of marchers I stood alongside 
must continue to listen and 
rally together. The govern-
ment is currently more con-
cerned about the National 
Rifle Association (N.R.A.) cut-
ting their funding in response 

to gun control than minimiz-
ing the mass shootings we 
have seen far too often. It is 
up to us to show them that the 
lives of innocent children are 
much more valuable than the 
N.R.A.’s money.

CAMERON KANG

Cameron Kang is a Junior 
from Parkland, Fla. Contact 
the author at ckang21@ando-
ver.edu. 

ON SATURDAY         
survivors, parents, 
teachers, celebrities, 

and students all joined forces 
to send Congress a clear mes-
sage: political action must be 
taken immediately to address 
the issue of gun violence and 
to ensure the safety our na-
tion’s children. March For 
Our Lives was unique in that 
it was inspired, initiated, and 
implemented by students our 
age. Student activism has ap-
peared repeatedly through-
out history — for example, in 
American college students’ 
role in the Civil Rights Move-
ment and in the protests 
against the Vietnam War, and 
South African college stu-
dents’ fight against apartheid 
— but it has never been so 
passionately executed at the 
secondary school level. Now, 

the leaders are from our gen-
eration; they are high school 
students who have decided 
that their words don’t have to 
be just words, and that their 
passion is not temporary. 

But this call for change 
runs the risk of once again 
being ignored and over-
looked by the majority of our 
N.R.A.-backed lawmakers. 
This is because many young 
voters are not demonstrating 
the commitment and turnout 
required to make change on 
election day. Unfortunately, 
no matter how much passion 
and resilience the student 
participants at the march 
demonstrate, a majority of 
them are not yet eligible to 
vote. When we do reach vot-
ing age, however, we must not 

fall into the same detrimental 
routine as that of past young 
voters by failing to show up 
and follow through. Fol-
lowing March 24, 2018, our 
generation must embark on 
a new, figurative march: one 
whose goal is to eliminate 
the apathy and ignorance 
among voters, particularly 
young voters. 

According to a study re-
leased by the Center for In-
formation and Research on 
Civic Learning and Engage-
ment, only 21.3 percent of 
Americans, or around ten 
million Americans, of all 
ages turned out to vote in the 
2014 midterm elections. Fur-
thermore, according to NPR, 
Americans between the ages 
of 18 and 35 comprise rough-
ly 31 percent of the elector-
ate, yet they continue to have 
the lowest turnout of any age 
group. This may be attributed 
to the fact that younger vot-
ers feel as if they do not have 
enough societal influence to 
facilitate change. Additional-
ly, “The Economist” suggests 
that young people who do 
not have children and/or do 
not own property are much 
less likely to be interested 
in how schools and hospitals 
are run, and whether parks 
and libraries are maintained, 
making them less likely to 
vote. 

The process for policy re-
form in the United States can 

only be achieved through or-
dinary citizen participation. 
The key to political clout and 
actual change is not to rely 
exclusively upon congress-
people, senators, N.R.A.-
backed politicians, and busi-
nessmen but rather upon 
ordinary citizens exercising 
their unparalleled right to 
choose leaders who stand for 
crucial causes — in this case, 
stricter and common-sense 
gun control.

At the end of the day, 
marches show strength, but 
strength is not enough. Signs 
raise awareness, but they are 
not ballots. Speeches spread 
compassion, but compassion 
does not elect leaders; votes 
do. We must view school 
walkouts and nationwide 

marches as the beginning 
of change, not the end — if 
we do, we have already lost. 
Nothing has changed, and 
nothing will change until stu-
dent activism correlates with 
student votes and participa-
tion in the electoral process. 
Our work has just begun.

The November midterm 
elections will provide us with 
a rare opportunity and plat-
form to implement meaning-
ful gun reform, such as re-
quiring a background check 
for all gun buyers, no matter 
where the gun is purchased 
— a law that 84 percent of 
Americans already support, 
according to Politifact. From 
California to South Carolina, 
Democratic and Republican 

candidates with a spectrum 
of positions pertaining to gun 
regulations have challenged 
elected officials. Some poli-
ticians have pledged to lob-
by for an outright ban on 

military-style assault weap-
ons, while others have pro-
jected an interest in clos-
ing the loophole on sales at 
gun shows and implement-
ing sensible gun laws. Now, 
young voters have been en-
trusted with the responsibil-
ity of ousting N.R.A.-backed 
office holders by electing a 
new wave of legislators. The 
candidates have stepped up, 
and the opportunity to enact 
change has presented itself. 
The only thing left to do is 
recognize whether or not our 
generation is ready to take it.

Mixed Feelings 
On Marching
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Following March 24, 
2018, our generation 

must embark on a 
new, figurative march: 

one whose goal is to 
eliminate the apathy 
and ignorance among 

voters, particularly 
young voters. 

Adin McAuliffe is a two-
year Lower from West Palm 
Beach, Fla. Contact the au-
thor at amcauliffe20@ando-
ver.edu.

ADIN MCAULIFFE

Congress is Not Ballotproof

The march was the 
first step in making a 
difference, but it felt 

like the movement had 
already begun to die 

down.
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It was unsurprising 
that people were more 
energetic earlier on in 

the day, but change will 
only occur if people 

continue fighting even 
after they have become 

tired.
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NEWS IN BRIEF 
•	 Last	Saturday,	members	of	the	An-

dover	community	traveled	to	Boston	
and	Washington	D.C.	to	attend	March	
for	Our	Lives,	a	protest	against	gun	
violence	in	the	wake	of	the	Parkland	
mass	shooting.	The	Boston	trip	was	
organized	by	Clarisa	Merkatz	’19,	who	
intends	to	start	a	new	group	on	cam-
pus	called	“Never	Again.”	This	group	
will	advocate	for	meaningful	action	
regarding	gun	violence	in	the	U.S.	See	
A1	for	more	coverage	on	the	march.	

•	 On	Sunday,	John	Moreland	’18	gave	
his	CAMD	Scholar	presentation	
entitled	“The	Music	Departments	of	
Abbot	and	Phillips:	How	Music	Pro-
pelled	a	Society	Forward”	in	Kemper	

Auditorium.	Through	his	presenta-
tion,	Moreland	discussed	music	in	
the	context	of	Abbot	Academy	and	
Phillips	Academy,	when	the	two	were	
separate	schools.	See	A1	for	more.	

•	 Prospective	students	visited	campus	
this	week	for	Revisit	Days,	which	took	
place	on	March	26	and	March	30.	
Revisits	will	continue	on	April	2	and	
April	6.	

•	 Former	Vermont	Governor,	Howard	
Dean,	visited	Andover	on	Monday	to	
discuss	the	question:	“Is	there	a	future	
for	U.S.	political	parties?”	Former	
chair	of	the	DNC,	Dean	serves	on	the	
Board	of	the	National	Democratic	

Institute	and	teaches	at	several	institu-
tions.	See	A1	for	more.	

•	 Newly	selected	Blue	Key	Heads	
stormed	the	Oliver	Wendell	Holmes	
Library	on	Wednesday	night,	an-
nouncing	their	selection.	Zenia	Bhath-
ena	’19,	Josephina	Caico	’19,	Will	Ennis	
’19,	Aliesha	Jordan	’19,	Shyan	Koul	
’19,	Tristan	Latham	’19,	Isaiah	Lee	’19,	
Kelly	McCarthy	’19,	Tyler	Murphy	’19,	
and	Meghan	Ward	’19	will	serve	as	
the	Blue	Key	Heads	for	the	2018-2019	
school	year.

Editor’s Note: Will Ennis is the Executive 
Editor for The	Phillipian.  Isaiah Lee is a 
Digital Editor for The	Phillipian.

Looking Ahead 

•	 “Big	Love”	will	continue	its	perfor-
mances	from	Thursday	and	Friday	
night	into	the	weekend	at	Tang	The-
atre.	A	student-led	production,	“Big	
Love”	addresses	gender	and	sexuality	
in	Western	culture.	Tickets	will	be	
sold	for	five	dollars	each.

•	 Violinist	Ji	Seok	Kim	’15	and	pianist	
Seho	Young	’15	will	perform	this	
Saturday	evening	at	7:30	pm	in	the	
Timken	Room	of	Graves	Hall.	The	
performances	will	include	pieces	by	
Sarasate,	Grieg,	and	Rachmaninoff.

Reporting by Irene Kwon

through	his	interviews	and	the	
archives	research.”

Moreland	 felt	 closely	 tied	
to	 the	 topic	 of	 his	 presenta-
tion	 because	 of	 this	 discovery	
in	 the	ways	 that	Andover	 his-
tory	mirrored	his	own	current	
experience,	 despite	 being	 so	
distant	in	time.

“I	feel	like	if	I	were	to	come	
away	 from	 Phillips	 with	 one	
thing	 it	 would	 be	 my	 music	
experience	 [and]	 the	 people	 I	
shared	those	experiences	with,	
both	 peers	 and	 faculty.	 Hear-
ing	 similar	 stories,	 although	
there	was	a	 lot	of	evolution	 in	
the	music	 departments	 of	Ab-
bot	 and	 Phillips	 in	 the	 great-
er	 Andover	 community,	 those	
stories	 are	 consistent	 through	
the	years	that	people	really	re-
member	music	as	a	grounding	
part	 of	 their	 experience,”	 said	
Moreland.

Max	 Rigby	 Hall	 ’18,	 an	 at-
tendee	of	the	presentation	and	
a	 friend	of	Moreland’s,	 appre-
ciated	 how	Moreland	 disman-
tled	the	myths	behind	why	the	
two	schools	interacted.

“There	 was	 definitely	 an	
emphasis	 on	 that	 the	 reason	
they	 were	 coming	 up	 the	 hill	
was	 not	 to	 intermingle	 with	
boys,	 and	 to	 see	 the	 Phillips	
kids.	 It	 was	 more	 to	 create	
good	 music	 so	 it	 was	 inter-
esting	 to	 hear	 John’s	 take	 on	
how	 allowing	 for	 mixed-gen-
der	 groups	 was	 all	 about	 cre-
ating	better	music	and	how	he	
thinks	that	was	really	success-
ful	 and	 is	 now	 the	 co-head	 of	
an	 all-gender	 acapella	 group.	
I	 think	 that	was	 really	 cool	 to	
see	his	own	crossing	over	with	
the	topic	of	his	presentation.”

Adaeze	 Izuegbunam	 ’20,	
a	 member	 of	 Fidelio,	 the	 co-
ed	 acapella	 group	 on	 cam-
pus,	 connected	 to	 Moreland	
through	 his	 leadership	 as	 the	
2017-2018	 Fidelio	 Co-Presi-
dent.

After	 attending	 the	presen-
tation,	Izuegbunam	left	feeling	
a	strong	connection	to	the	stu-
dents	 who	 craved	 the	 chance	
to	 make	 better	 music,	 since	

her	previous	school	didn’t	pro-
vide	those	resources.

Izuegbunam	said,	“The	way	
I	can	appreciate	music	here	 is	
different	from	the	way	I	could	
appreciate	 music	 at	 my	 old	
school.	We	 didn’t	 have	 a	 cho-
rus.	 I	didn’t	have	 that	 chance.	
John	 talked	 about	 how	 the	
students	at	Phillips	and	Abbot	
also	 wanted	 that	 opportuni-
ty	 and	 wanted	 the	 chance	 to	
expand	 upon	 and	 really	 delve	
into	 their	 music	 while	 they	
were	going	 to	 school	and	how	
one	of	the	first	signs	of	co-edu-
cation	was	music	and	knowing	
that	whether	you’re	up	the	hill	
or	the	down	the	hill	music	can	
still	bring	you	together.”

Rigby-Hall	 also	 believes	
that	 Moreland	 stands	 as	 a	
model	 for	 performers	 and	has	
always	 influenced	 him	 to	 put	
forth	the	best	version	on	him-
self	while	on	stage.

“He	 epitomizes	 what	 the-
ater	 is	 to	 me.	 [He	 is]	 such	 an	
open-hearted,	 kind,	 wanting	
people	to	succeed	kind	of	per-
son,	 and	 he	 very	 quickly	 em-
braced	me,”	he	said.

Rigby-Hall	 adds,	 “He	 has	
this	 way	 of	 making	 you	 want	
to	 step	out	on	stage	with	him,	
there’s	 definitely	 a	 certain	 as-
pect	 of	 performing	 with	 him	
where	 you	 want	 to	 put	 your	
best	 self	 out	 there	 because	 he	
always	is.”

After	 spending	 a	 year	 re-
searching	 for	 his	 project	 and	
having	 completed	 his	 CAMD	
Scholar	 presentation,	 More-
land	 is	 now	 at	 a	 crossroads	
between	 celebrating	 his	 hard	
work	 and	 missing	 the	 excite-
ment	of	his	discoveries.

Moreland	 said,	 “There	 was	
the	 feeling	 of	 relief	 because	
now	I	can	 focus	my	energy	on	
other	 things	but	I	already	 feel	
nostalgic	 toward	 the	 whole	
project	 because	 I’m	 never	
gonna	 have	 the	 opportunity	
to	 do	 exactly	 that	 again	 and	 I	
enjoyed	 it	 so	 much.	 The	 way	
I	 think	 about	 it	 is	 kind	of	 like	
the	way	 I	 feel	 after	 a	 show	or	
concert	 it’s	 like	 oh	 my	 gosh	
that	was	wonderful	we	 put	 so	
much	hard	work	 into	that	and	
then	you	perform	and	then	it’s	
over.”

John Moreland ’18: 
‘How Music Propelled a 

Society Forward’
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John Moreland ’18 worked with the Office of Community and Multicul-
tural Development (CAMD) and project faculty advisor Paige Roberts, 
Director of Archives and Special Collections, over the summer to conduct 
his research.

Continued  from A1, Column 3

While	most	students	returned	
to	 a	 snow-covered	 campus	 last	
Tuesday,	 Jeffrey	 Kao	 ’19	 was	
spending	his	day	in	Washington	
D.C.	 with	 Save	 the	 Children,	 a	
global	 non-governmental	 orga-
nization	that	advocates	for	chil-
dren’s	rights	and	provides	relief	
for	children	across	the	world.	

The	 organization	 has	 a	 po-
litical	 advocacy	 arm	 called	 the	
Save	 the	 Children	 Action	 Net-
work,	which	hosted	a	three-day	
conference.	 Kao’s	 journey	 to	
the	 conference	 and	 partnership	
with	 the	 organization	 all	 began	
with	his	internship	last	summer,	
when	 Kao	 worked	 at	 the	 Hong	
Kong	office	of	Save	the	Children.

According	 to	 Kao,	 his	 work	
during	 the	 internship	 motivat-
ed	him	to	step	further	into	sup-
porting	 the	organization	and	 its	
cause.	

Kao	said,	“[Save	the	Children]	
told	me	 about	 how	 to	 continue	
to	 stay	 involved	with	 them,	and	
one	such	way	was	this	advocacy	
summit	 in	 the	 U.S.,	 which	 was	
over	Spring	Break.	I	applied	be-
cause	I	thought	it	sounded	pret-
ty	interesting	and	is	a	unique	ex-
perience.”

“It	 sounds	 like	 Jeffrey	 was	
able	 to	 really	 take	 advantage	 of	
what	 [the	 organization]	 has	 to	
offer.	 I	 hope	 his	 meetings	 and	
connections	with	 contemporary	
and	 game-changing	 politicians	
can	go	a	 long	way.	Perhaps	he’ll	
be	 on	 the	 other	 side	 of	 those	
meetings	 someday,”	 said	 Louis	
Aaron	’18,	a	friend	of	Kao.	

The	 three-day	 conference,	

officially	 known	 as	 the	 Advo-
cacy	 Summit,	 consisted	 of	 stu-
dent	sessions	and	meetings	with	
speakers	and	elected	leaders.	Ac-
cording	 to	 the	Summit’s	 official	
website,	 its	 goal	was	 to	 provide	
“a	 unique	 opportunity	 for	 our	
supporters	 to	 delve	 deeper	 into	
the	issues,	receive	training	from	
leading	experts	and	act	to	ensure	
that	matters	critical	to	children’s	
lives	and	 futures	are	prioritized	
by	our	elected	leaders.”

All	participants	of	the	Summit	
were	volunteers	who	previously	
had	been	involved	with	the	Save	
the	 Children	 Action	 Network.	
The	 majority	 of	 the	 members	
were	community	volunteers,	 in-
cluding	 adults	 and	 high	 school	
students	like	Kao.

One	of	 the	many	high	school	
students	Kao	met	at	 the	confer-
ence	was	Kishor	 Bharadwaj,	 an	
eleventh	 grader	 who	 currently	
attends	 Deerfield	 Academy.	 Ac-
cording	 to	 Kao,	 Bharadwaj	 was	
the	trip	leader	for	six	other	stu-
dents	from	Deerfield	Academy.	

“Very	few	countries	allow	for	
a	common	person	to	make	their	
mark	 on	 policy,	 so	 we	 are	 tre-
mendously	 grateful	 for	 having	
the	opportunity	to	participate	in	
such	an	experience,”	wrote	Bha-
radwaj	 in	an	email	 to	The	Phil-
lipian.

Save	 the	Children	was	estab-
lished	right	after	World	War	One.	
Today,	the	organization	holds	its	
position	 as	 a	 well-known	 NGO	
charity	 establishment.	 Save	 the	
Children	 Action	 Network,	 the	
political	arm	of	the	organization,	
focuses	 specifically	 on	 political	
advocacy.	 The	 original	 founda-
tion,	in	conjunction	with	the	po-
litical	arm,	works	on	fundraisers	
and	programs	around	the	world	
to	support	children.	

“The	 first	 two	 days	 we	
learned	 about	 their	 two	 main	
topics,	 which	 were	 childhood	
education	 in	 the	 U.S.,	 and	 ma-
ternal	and	child	survival	abroad.	
We	 heard	 from	 pretty	 notable	
speakers	 about	 topics	 like	 that.	
We	 listened	 and	 watched	 pan-
els,”	said	Kao.

According	 to	 Kao,	 the	 third	
day	was	the	highlight	of	the	con-
ference.	 Known	 as	 “Hill	 Day,”	
the	day	was	a	chance	for	all	vol-

unteers	 to	visit	Capitol	Hill	and	
interact	 with	 real-life	 politi-
cians.	Around	200	to	300	people	
attended	 the	 event,	 according	
to	Kao,	 and	 they	were	 arranged	
into	meetings	with	various	con-
gressmen	or	their	staff.	Kao	met	
the	 staff	 of	Massachusetts	 Sen-
ators	 Elizabeth	Warren,	Massa-
chusetts	Senator	Ed	Markey,	and	
Massachusetts	 Representative	
Joe	Kennedy.

In	 meetings	 with	 the	 poli-
ticians,	 volunteers	 explained	
important	 issues	 of	 the	 world	
regarding	 children’s	 rights	 and	
shared	their	own	goals.	

Kao	 said,	 “I	 think	 [the	 day	
is]	pretty	unique.	Very	 few	peo-
ple	have	the	privilege	to	be	able	
to	 visit	 congressmen	 or	 at	 least	
their	 staff	 and	 their	 offices	 and	
tell	 them,	 and	kind	of	help	give	
them	a	direction.	So,	I	think	this	
is	a	way	our	democracy	works.”

Kao	 continued,	 “If	 [politi-
cians]	 don’t	 choose	 to	 listen	
to	 us,	 then	 they	 might	 not	 get	
votes,	and	that	sort	of	shows	the	
balance	 of	 power.	 It	 was	 real-
ly	unique	to	be	able	to	meet	the	
congressman	and	 listen	 to	what	
they	have	to	say.	Some	of	the	dis-
cussions	were	limited	just	on	the	
topic	that	we	want	to	talk	about,	
since	 there	 wasn’t	 much	 time.	
They	 gave	 us	 answers	 and	 ex-
planations	to	our	proposal.	Some	
of	the	staff	members	were	super	
nice.	 They	 are	 relatively	 young,	
so	they	are	willing	to	share	their	
experience	 with	 us.	 They	 gave	
advice	 based	 on	 the	 path	 they	
took	in	life.”

Through	the	experience,	Kao	
aims	to	send	a	message	to	his	fel-
low	 students	 that	 any	 political	
goal	can	be	achieved	if	one	finds	
a	way.

“At	 times,	 we	may	 seem	 just	
seem	like	students	or	teenagers,	
but	 I	 think	 there	 is	 really	 a	 big	
movement	 surrounding	 youth,	
making	 sure	 their	 voices	 are	
heard,	 really	 contributing	 mo-
mentum	behind	different	move-
ments.	 My	 message	 would	 be	
that	if	there	is	anything	that	any-
one	feels	passionate	about,	know	
that	 you	 can	make	 a	 difference.	
You	just	have	to	go	out	there	and	
figure	out	how,”	said	Kao.

Jeffrey Kao ’19 Attends Advocacy Summit 
With N.G.O. ‘Save the Children’

JUNGHO CHANG

Jeffrey Kao ’19, left, spoke to Massachusetts Representative Joe Kennedy,  center, during a three-day conference in 
Washington DC.
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Jeffrey Kao ’19 worked at the Save 
the Children office in Hong Kong.

Keith Robinson Brings Boy Scouts to VEX Robotics

Keith	 Robinson,	 Instructor	 in	
Biology	 and	 Chemistry,	 invited	
around	10	third	grade	Boy	Scouts	to	
a	VEX	robotics	meeting	last	Tues-
day	where	a	few	students	demon-
strated	 how	 robotics	 works	 and	
what	becoming	a	part	of	a	robotics	
team	 entails.Whether	 it	 was	 de-
signing	or	building	the	robots,	the	
VEX	team	members	have	the	Boy	
Scouts	a	variety	of	demonstrations.

At	 the	 beginning	 of	 the	 event,	
the	 team	 showed	 off	 a	 robot	 that	
was	 fairly	 large	 and	 contained	
many	motors.	VEX	team	members	
explained	to	the	young	visitors	that	
each	motor	was	able	to	perform	a	
different	type	of	movement.	

After	 showing	 the	 functions	
of	 the	 parts	 of	 the	 robot,	 the	Boy	
Scouts	were	 split	 into	 two	groups	
and	 given	 the	 opportunity	 to	
build	their	own	robots.	One	group	
drew	out	the	robot,	and	the	other	
brought	this	robot	to	life.	

Henry	Wall,	a	scout	who	helped	
build	the	robot,	said,	“I	like	the	way	
that	 this	 robot	 can	pick	 things	up	
and	move	 them.	 It’s	 cool	 to	 see	 it	
being	built.”

After	the	robot	was	completed,	
each	boy	was	able	to	drive	the	ro-
bot	with	 a	 remote	 control.	When	
they	 started,	 each	 driver	 crashed	
into	walls	and	cones	that	were	set	
up	 in	 a	 small	 arena	 on	 the	 floor,	
but	with	the	help	of	the	VEX	team,	
they	learned	to	keep	the	robot	un-
der	control.	

Matt	 Robinson,	 another	 Boy	
Scout,	said	his	 favorite	part	of	 the	
demonstration	 was	 when	 he	 was	
able	to	operate	the	larger	and	more	
complex	robot.	

Robinson	 said,	 “I	 like	 robots,	 I	
like	 technology,	 it’s	 all	 just	 super	
cool.”

After	 the	 scouts	 were	 able	 to	
drive	 the	 robots,	 the	 VEX	 team	
members	 showed	 a	 video	 which	
explained	how	 their	 competitions	
work:	 each	 team	has	 a	 robot,	 and	
the	 robot	 is	 able	 to	 pick	 up	 and	
place	 cones	 on	 a	 rubber	 weight.	
In	the	corner	of	the	square	arena,	
there	 are	 three	 sections,	with	 the	
farthest	 back	 awarding	 the	 team	
more	 points.	 The	 more	 cones	 a	
team	 can	 collect,	 the	more	 points	
they	are	awarded.

According	to	Bill	Qin	’19,	one	of	
the	 students	 leading	 the	 demon-
stration,	 one	 of	 the	 VEX	 team’s	
goals	was	to	impress	upon	the	vis-
iting	Boy	Scouts	that	teamwork	is	a	
necessary	part	of	building	and	suc-
cessfully	using	a	robot.

“Robotics	 isn’t	 something	 that	
one	person	can	do…	there	are	a	lot	
of	 parts	 to	 it.	 They	 saw	 that	 you	
have	 to	 drive,	 build,	 design,	 and	
everything.	You	can’t	do	that	alone.	
Having	a	team	is	one	of	the	biggest	
deals	 and	 I	 hope	 they	 take	 away	
that,”	said	Qin.

Many	 of	 the	 Boy	 Scouts	 who	
came	to	Andover	for	the	event	had	
already	shown	interest	 in	robotics	
and	had	designed	their	own	robots	
before.	 Both	 Robinson	 and	 Wall	
shared	the	fact	that	they	had	both	

created	 robots	 out	 of	 legos	 in	 the	
past.

“I’ve	made	 a	 few	 simple	 ones,	
sort	of	like	the	Lego	robotic	ones,”	
said	Robinson.

Wall	said,	“I	had	a	few	[robots],	
and	 I	have	one	 right	now	 that’s	 a	
Lego.”

All	of	the	members	of	the	VEX	
robotics	 team	 agree	 that	 it	 is	 im-
portant	to	introduce	younger	peo-
ple	to	STEM,	especially	to	robotics.	

Qin	said,	“Having	exposure	es-
pecially	at	such	a	young	age	is	really	
important	because	getting	into	ro-
botics	and	engineering	early	is	real-
ly	good…	[It	helps	you	understand]	
really	 what	 it	 is...	 I	 think	 having	
exposure	to	it	gives	them	a	grasp	of	
whether	or	not	they	want	to	do	it	in	
the	future.”

ROSS VIEIRA



tutions are still needed to up-
hold American politics, even 
though they might change.

In his talk, Dean said, “The 
institutions of your genera-
tion will look a lot more like 
you than the current D.N.C. All 
these kids who are voting for 
us, I don’t think they are Dem-
ocrats. And I also don’t think 
they think they are Democrats. 
They don’t have much use for 
political parties of either kind, 
because they are institutions 
that are clunky and speaking 
about abandoning mission. I 
think what is going to happen 
is that the parties will have to 
socialize and reach out to you, 
but in the meantime, we have 
to get you in a place where you 
are comfortable with some 
sort of an institution.”

Tanvi Kanchinadam ’19 con-
siders herself an example of 
the type of person Dean asserts 
that political parties must now 
cater and reach out to. She was 
motivated to attend by a desire 
to learn more about Dean’s ex-
perience as a former member 
of the D.N.C.

Kanchinadam said, “He is a 
former member of the D.N.C., 
and as someone who has been 
relatively politically active 
throughout these past few 
years, I’ve seen the pitfalls of 
these major political institu-
tions. I wanted to see the per-
spective of someone who had 
formerly led it, and his opin-
ions on what it is now, as well 
as what he thinks about the fu-
ture of our political parties in 
general.”

“As somebody who isn’t 
a huge proponent of estab-
lishment politics in general, I 
think his reasoning of why we 
need political institutions was 
really helpful in reevaluating 
who I am in terms of how I 

am defined. Am I defined by 
our generation, or do I need 
to learn from older people to 
solidify my own political opin-
ion?” Kanchinadam continued.

Throughout his talk, Dean 
stressed the importance of 
young people in American pol-
itics, advocating for parties to 
reach out to voters of a young-
er generation.

“In a time when the Unit-
ed States desperately needs 
renewal, I think young people 
are the moral conscience that 
is so badly needed. My gener-
ation was, too, when we were 
that age, but young people’s 
organizing abilities are so ex-
traordinary now because of the 
internet, and they are pushing 
the United States into a des-
perately needed change,” he 
said. 

Dean also urged young 
people to take action on their 
opinions. If young voters want 
to get started in politics, ac-
cording to him, they should be 
willing to start anywhere. He 
described the gigs that com-
prised his  early political in-
volvement.

Dean said, “I worked on 
Jimmy Carter’s political cam-
paign as an envelope licker. 
Just get involved in a cam-
paign, whether it’s local or 
otherwise. I was so low down 
on the totem pole that it was a 
local campaign, but as a result, 
I got to know everybody who 
was in the Democratic Party 
who was worth knowing, be-
cause we were all in the same 
boat.”

 Much of the discussion was 
focused on how the younger 
generation will have an impact 
on American politics. Dean 
said that he believes more 
members of the younger gen-
eration need to run for office, 
but that he does not want any-
one under the age of 50 to be-
come president.

 He said, “I think people my 

age need to be upended. We 
don’t get any more respect be-
cause we’re old. That’s done. 
We get respect if we’re right, 
and you only have to listen to 
us if we’re right, and you get to 
prove us wrong.”

Lai said, “I actually really 
liked his stance on having old 
people stepping down and let-
ting young people come in, be-
cause I do agree that there is 
a lot of stagnation in political 
parties right now. If you look 
at it, all of the people at the top 
are old. I really agree that they 
should be there for support, 
but we as a generation need to 
go in and be able to overturn 
the institutions, so that it can 
work towards what we want.” 

Dean concluded his talk 
with an optimistic message, 
stating that even though he 
thinks young people might 
be discouraged right now, he 
thinks that anger and insis-
tence will spark change. He 
cited his own experience with 
political disillusionment in 
making this assertion.

“My job right now is to give 
you hope. Your job is to be 
angry and to insist on doing 
something. We can’t change 
the world without young peo-
ple being angry and insistent 
and impatient. But you’re go-
ing to get discouraged,” said 
Dean.

Dean continued, “I re-
member how incredibly dis-
couraged I was in 1968. If you 
would have told us in 1968 that 
40 years later we would have 
a black president, we would 
have told you that you were out 
of your mind. For you, 40 years 
is twice your lifetime. For me, 
it’s less than two-thirds of my 
lifetime. So what I have seen is 
that patient progress is incred-
ibly fast.”
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Andover Competitive 
Engineering Society 

Designs ‘Formula One’ 
Racing Car

The cars of Formula One (F1) 
racing are commonly known 
to be the fastest road-course 
racing cars in the world due 
high-performance engines 
and design. In the global F1 in 
Schools Competition, students 
design, manufacture, and, final-
ly, race miniature F1 cars made 
of balsa wood. Andover Com-
petitive Engineering Society 
(ACES) is now preparing for the 
F1 in Schools Competition. 

Over the past two years, 
ACES has won numerous titles 
at engineering competitions at 
the state, regional, national, and 
international levels. Most re-
cently, ACES placed second in 
regionally and first at the state 
level. The national competition 
will take place in Austin, Tex.

The team is composed of 
six members: co-heads Kunal 
Vaishnavi ’18 and Vish Dhar ’19, 
Ruide Wang ’18, Sebastian Fran-
kel ’20, Sam Sheehan ’20, and 
Emmeline Song ’20.  

Together, these team mem-
bers must design, manufacture, 
and race a F1 racing car pow-
ered by a CO2 cartridge for the 
F1 in Schools Competition. The 
team, in addition, must also 
create a portfolio called a Pit 
Booth. This portfolio details the 
design of the team’s car as well 
as how funding was acquired to 
manufacture the car. 

Sheehan said, “There are a 
lot of teams that have worked so 
hard on this all year, and every-
one really wants to win… This 
takes pretty much all day.” 

Song wrote in an email to The 
Phillipian, “I’m excited to learn 
more about engineering and de-
sign while meeting some of the 
top engineers in the world! This 
is also a chance for our team 
to develop our leadership and 
teamwork skills.”

F1 in Schools is a non-profit 
organization. Its mission, ac-
cording to its main website, is 
“to help change the perceptions 
of science, technology, engi-
neering, and maths by creating 
a fun and exciting learning en-
vironment for young people.” 

ACES meets weekly to dis-
cuss what they have been work-
ing on and how they will move 
forward with their car design. 
As the competition approach-
es, they continue to work on 

3D-printing their car.
Vaishnavi said, “We’ve al-

ready designed it in a 3D soft-
ware. We’ve got our design, 
and we’ve done our analysis on 
it. Now, we are going to a local 
makerspace to manufacture 
[the car].” 

According to Vaishnavi, the 
team will be meeting on Sunday 
to race their car in the Smith 
Center. In order to print the car, 
ACES had also raise funds and 
obtain sponsorships. 

“Over break, me and Kunal 
went to Salem, N.H., and we 
drove up and down the road 
going to local businesses and 
asking them if they would be 
willing to sponsor us. We got 
a couple yes’s, but we are still 
waiting for the transactions to 
come through,” said Dhar.

As a club, ACES primarily fo-
cuses on entering engineering 
competitions of their choice. All 
club meetings are spent prepar-
ing for future competitions and 
furthering their most current 
project.  

Meetings are structured 
around debriefing and then dis-
tributing tasks for the upcom-
ing week, so that work can be 
effectively completed. 

“I think one thing we can im-
prove upon as a team in general 
is just hitting our deadlines, be-
cause I think often because we 
are busy at Andover, we end up 
having to push things back, so 
it’s hard for us to get things in 
on time,” said Vaishnavi. 

Dhar said, “In the last com-
petition, we were always on the 
wire. On the last day, the morn-
ing of the competition, we were 
working on our car and on our 
Pit Booth, which is not the ideal 
situation.”

Outside of meetings, the 
team works to hone the design 
of their F1 car. The team main-
tains frequent contact in order 
to keep members updated on 
the team’s progress, according 
to Vaishnavi.

“I would definitely say we 
work well as a group, and we al-
ways have this line of constant 
communication with each oth-
er so we can bounce ideas off 
each other and anticipate things 
coming ahead of time. Our abili-
ty to work with each other is re-
ally prized,” said Vaishnavi.

 

KAELA AALTO

Howard Dean, Six-Time Governor of 
Vermont, Discusses Political Institu-

Continued  from A1, Column 3

Greenlight For Girls Empowers 
Girls To Puruse Study in STEM

Greenlight for Girls (g4g), 
an international organization, 
reaches six continents to help 
young girls pursue STEM (Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineer-
ing, and Math) career fields, 
including those of math and 
science. 

Melissa Rancourt, the 
founder of g4g, said “These 
subjects will make doors open 
for you, and you can do more 
than you can imagine.” 

Rancourt’s remarks were 
made at the first Greenlight 
for Girls Day at Andover, 
which took place on Sunday. 
An international organization, 
g4g strives to help young girls 
around the world find their 
place in STEM career fields. 
56 middle school girls from 
schools surrounding Ando-
ver participated in the events, 
each dressed in a white lab 
coat. The event was hosted 
by organizers Lila Brady ’18, 
Emma Donchi ’18, and Jackie 
Rossi ’20.

Rossi said, “This is a per-
sonal mission for me as well.  
In the future, I want to be able 
to work in STEM and I want 
to see more women around 
me. [In my old school] I’d see 
[girls] raise their hand and 
they just put it down. That’s 
something that’s always stood 
out to me. I’ve always tried to 
be the person who raises [my] 
hand in class. That one ques-
tion you do answer, it won’t 
change your career path, but 
those are little steps to em-
powering girls in STEM.” 

“For our event specifically, 
the goal was to empower and 
inspire girls to be more inter-
ested in STEM and more spe-

cifically, I think we provided 
great role models and that is a 
huge part of this inspiration,” 
said Brady.

Rossi, Brady, and Donchi 
have been working exten-
sively on this event for over a 
year.  Rossi lives in Brussels, 
Belgium, where the charity is 
based, and first attended g4g 
when she was nine years old. 
The organizers worked with 
advisor Clyfe Beckwith, Dean 
of Studies and Instructor in 
Physics. 

“[Andover’s] most recent 
strategic plan has us focus on 
three pillars. One is equity and 
inclusion. Another pillar is 
creativity and innovation. The 
third pillar is empathy and bal-
ance. g4g fits into all of these 
strategic pillars,” said Beck-
with in his opening address. 

Since it was founded, the 
g4g organization has host-
ed events across six different 
continents. Rancourt is an 
engineer herself, and has tak-
en on various roles and jobs 
throughout her life, engineer-
ing and pioneering new prod-
ucts and designs.  

Rancourt said, “Especially 
in the news these days, [gen-
der equality] is a really import-
ant topic.  But I’ve always felt 
this is the case and it’s some-
thing that I’ve put my energy 
in addition to the careers I’ve 
followed. At the time I start-
ed [g4g], I had that frustration 
[with not seeing enough fe-
males in my field] and I said, 
‘Okay, this is it. We’ve got to do 
something and we can see the 
difference.’ ”

Rancourt continued, “We 
see the results in the work that 
we do, and how much confi-
dence is built. The [ girls] are 
going after things.  Maybe they 
just needed that push and con-

nection to reality.”
After the opening remarks, 

the girls went off to take part in 
individual workshops, which 
were run by engineers, scien-
tists, and mathematicians. One 
of the workshops was run by 
Scarlett Koller, who currently 
works on the life support sys-
tems of spacecrafts at SpaceX. 
On Sunday, Koller ran an egg 
drop workshop in addition to 
giving a keynote address.

Janae Neal, one of the mid-
dle school participants in the 
egg drop workshop, said, “The 
goal of this experiment is to 
drop the egg, [to model] astro-
nauts getting back to Earth. As 
we drop [the egg], we want to 
make sure it is doesn’t break. 
We’re using different materi-
als to create cushions, covers, 
and parachutes to deploy the 
egg so that it’s safe and doesn’t 
crack.”

Anaya Zuniga, a student 
from Frost Middle School, 
was excited to talk to teach-
ers about their experiences in 
STEM. 

She said, “I liked how the 
teachers explained their ca-
reers [at the opening] and it’s 
very interesting to see. As a 
girl growing up, you say, ‘Wow, 
I can do that too!’ Nothing is 
impossible, and you just have 
to keep going. What I learned 
from this experience is to nev-
er give up.”

AVA LONG COURTESY OF VISH DHAR
ACES F1 racing car will be tested this Sunday at the Smith Center.

C.WAGGONER/THE PHILLIPIAN

Former Vermont Governor Howard Dean expressed doubt about the future of political parties in the U.S.
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Students Aiming 
for the Ivy League...

dent leaders and marchers. 
Mariana Kovalik ’20 expressed 
surprise at the unity she felt 
during the march.

“Once you get there, you re-
ally start feeling so involved. 
And there are chants, and you 
start singing with people. You 
get that feeling that everyone’s 
united for a cause, and it’s re-
ally nice,” said Kovalik. 

Hugo Solomon ’19 agreed 
with Kovalik. He said that his 
enjoyment of the march also 
came with the realization par-
ticipants and marchers were 
allowed to be cheerful and 
express their frustration in a 
positive, constructive manner.  

“People think that an event 
like this… should be super som-
ber, super sad, and it can be. At 
the meeting, at the speeches, I 
was crying. It was really, real-
ly sad. But when you’re there 
with everyone, you realize it 
doesn’t have to be like that. 
You can have a party while 
also sticking up for what you 
believe in,” said Solomon.

According to Solomon, the 
student leadership showcased 
at the march exemplified how 
young constituents can take 
political matters into their 
own hands when it comes to 
issues such as gun control. 

“All across the country 
we’re seeing how young stu-
dents, like activists, are seizing 
the responsibility left for us by 
the politicians of today who, 
honestly, have been lacking in 
many ways,” said Solomon. 

Solomon continued, “Join-
ing groups, planning more 
marches, organizing fundrais-
ers, [and] more sit-ins: I feel 
like that’s how our generation 
operates.” 

Leading up to the march, 
many students attended a 
poster-making session at Su-

sie’s to prepare signs reading, 
“Arms are for hugging,” or “Am 
I next?” 

Slogans were chanted at the 
march itself, such as “Hey, hey, 
N.R.A., how many kids did you 
kill today?” Merkatz said that 
she enjoyed the energy of the 
call-and-response chants. 

“Someone would ask ‘What 
does democracy look like?’ and 
people would respond, ‘This 
is what democracy looks like,’ 
which was my favorite cheer, 
because it really shows the ex-
tent to which this student-led 
march is a vision of democra-
cy in action of students taking 
the lead and to promote for 
change,” said Merkatz. 

Currently, Merkatz is the 
Andover chapter head of 
#NeverAgain, a student-led 
organization that advocates 
for tighter gun control to pre-
vent gun violence in the U.S. 
Vaz added that she plans to 
join #NeverAgain at Andover.

“A lot of my friends have 
started movements to call our 
representatives to take charge 
of gun control, especially in 
my home state of Florida,” 
said Vaz. “I really want to get 
involved and fight the issue.”

Merkatz detailed the logis-
tics of the Andover #Never-
Again chapter and described 
ways in which the chapter 
would seek to affect the Ando-
ver community. 

“Ms. [Jennifer] Elliott [’94, 
Dean of Students and Residen-
tial Life], has already agreed 
to serve as our faculty mentor, 
and we have a lot of students 
signed up who would be inter-
ested. So going forward, we’re 
seeing what change, what ac-
tivism we can promote here on 
the Andover campus to hope-
fully make a difference here in 
our local Andover community 
and in the broader area,” said 
Merkatz. 

Continued  from A1, Column 1Despite making up less than 5%

of the world’s population, the U.S.:

has held 31% of the world’s mass shooters

and holds 42% of all privately owned guns. 

Columbia University database have had
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52 out of 235 of the mass shooters in the

22%

Since Sandy Hook, there have been
more than

causing over

and wounding more than

1,600 mass shootings,

1,800 deaths

6,400.

Guns in America

S.YANG/THEPHILLIPIAN

Statistics for this graphic were taken from German Lopez’s article, “I’ve covered gun violence for years. The solu-
tions aren’t a big mystery,” published by “Vox.”

200 Andover Students Join 
100,000 Demonstrators at 

March for Our Lives 

M.CALLAHAN/THEPHILLIPIAN
Students chanted and held up signs at the March for Our Lives protest last 
Saturday with slogans such as ‘Grades not graves,’ as pictured above.
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Andover’s 2017              
Endowment Amounts To 

1.058 Billion Dollars

“To be clear we don’t have 
any direct investments in any 
of those things, but fossil fu-
els is more complicated,” said 
Nix.

In addition to these invest-
ments, last year’s endowment 
was used to support various 
causes on campus. The annu-
al fiscal analysis reports that 
the endowment provided 553 

students with scholarships 
and 88 faculty members with 
teaching foundations.

Impacts of the endowment 
such as these remind Glantz of 
the importance of her work.

“The most inspiring thing 
about the role is knowing ev-
ery day how impactful my 
work is for supporting the 
long term success of the Acad-
emy in fulfilling its important 
mission,” wrote Glantz. 

Continued  from A1, Column 1



March 30, 2018 T h e  P h i l l i p i a n NEWS A7

S.ALSHAIBA/THEPHILLIPIAN

The 2017-2018 Blue Key Heads pose with the newly-selected Blue Key Heads for the 2018-2019 school year.

Students React to Announcement of New Blue Key Heads

S.ALSHAIBA/THEPHILLIPIAN

Zenia Bhathena ’19, donning a blue bucket hat and fanny-pack, ran through 
the doors of the Oliver Wendell Holmes Library with the rest of the 2018-
2019 Blue Key heads.

M.CALLAHAN/THEPHILLIPIAN

Tristan Latham ’19 wades through a crowd of students in the Oliver Wendell Holmes Library with a half-white, 
half-blue wig on his head.

ing Braille. She picked up read-
ing quickly, excelling through 
her school work. After graduat-
ing high school, Girma attended 
Lewis and Clark College in Port-
land, Oreg.

In one story she shared 
during ASM, Girma discussed 
her difficulty reading the lunch 
menu in college. Because the 
only way to access the menu 
was through a written copy, she 
would often spend time waiting 
in line for meals she didn’t want 
or couldn’t have. After struggling 
with this issue, Girma decided to 
voice her right to read the menu.

“Blindness wasn’t the prob-
lem. Disability wasn’t the barri-
er. The barrier was the format of 
the menu. So I went to the caf-
eteria manager and explained 
that I can’t access the menu be-
cause of the format of the menu,” 
Girma said during ASM.

Girma initially faced resis-
tance from the school, which led 
her to consider tolerating the 
issue. However, after discussing 
this problem with her friends, 
she was motivated to take action. 
She spoke with the school and 

requested menus accessible to 
blind people.

“It’s our choice to accept un-
fairness, or to advocate for jus-
tice. These small things matter. 
They add up. When we work on 
addressing the small barriers, we 
build up the skills to address the 
bigger obstacles. If we want to 
shatter the glass ceiling and ad-
dress oppression in all the differ-
ent fields: gender, race, religion, 
disability; we need to practice 
these skills. And small things, 
depending on perspective, can 
make a huge difference,” said 
Girma.

Girma also stressed the im-
portance of accessible media as 
one way of reaching out to mem-
bers within the disabled commu-
nity. She showed a demonstra-
tion of how apps on her phone 
can help her navigate websites 
and text, as well as a video of 
her using Tactile American Sign 
Language to communicate.

“This really changed my per-
spective on how disabled people 
go through life. As Ms. Girma 
said, she moves through life dif-
ferently. She isn’t better or worse 
off because of her blind-deaf-
ness… My biggest takeaway is 
probably that, rather than mak-

ing different apps or programs 
for disabled people, we need to 
take the things that we already 
have and make those things ac-
commodating. It’s the commu-
nity that needs to work harder 
to make quality of life equal for 
these individuals,” said Posie 
Millett ’20. 

In addition to inspiring peo-
ple with disabilities and creating 
awareness of the struggles they 
face, Girma hopes that discus-
sions on accessibility will con-
tinue to thrive at Andover to 
help the school ensure that ev-
eryone has an equal opportuni-
ties, regardless of ability.

“We have to make the decision 
to help those with differences to 
access all the information that 
we get on a daily basis, whether 
it’s on the internet, in books, or 
from attending events… We need 
to make sure we have the best 
technology to help anyone with 
a disability attend our events. We 
do so many wonderful things on 
campus; let’s make accessibili-
ty a priority. I think Haben has 
shown us the way to do that,” 
said Maureen Crowley, Program 
Coordinator of the Academic 
Skills Center.

Haben Girma: ‘It’s Our Choice to Accept 
Unfairness or to Advocate for Justice’

Continued  from A1, Column 5

Best Chantanapongvanij ’19

“What made this Blue Key Head reveal very special to me was because it was not only a celebration of 

school spirit but also a celebration of my class.  Because this is the first time where I have seen the Blue 

Keys as my peers. They are the Class of ’19, and it is really cool to seem them grow from fellow [Juniors] 

to leader[s] on our campus.”

Sofia Garcia ’21 

“I tried to get to the library as early as possible because I knew so many people would be there to see 

the Blue Key Heads, and I was so excited. The anticipation and the environment in the library when ev-

eryone was crowding together, you could feel everyone getting really excited. When the Blue Key Heads 

finally ran in, everyone was screaming and cheering, and I was so happy to see so many people that I had 

really hoped become Blue Key Heads become Blue Key Heads.”

Olivia Nolan ’20

“I was really excited for Kelly McCarthy ’19 just because she’s 

one of my really good friends, and I’ve known her since I was nine 

years old. It’s been so exciting to see her. She’s someone who makes 

the most out of Andover, and I was so excited for her because I 

know this is something she’s wanted so much. I was overjoyed to 

see her sprint through those doors.”

Molly MacQueen ’21

“The energy in the library when they walked in was beyond 

exciting, and I’m so excited to see how the Blue Key Heads lead our 

school in spirit next year.”

E.SCHEER/THE PHILLIPIAN
Aliesha Jordan ’19 sang Big Shaq’s “Man’s Not Hot” for her BKH audition 
last week.
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Barn Raising Highlight 
of Social Calendar

ANDOVER, MASS.- 
After two terms of de-
liberation of what “good, 
clean, fun” activities stu-
dents should occupy their 
weekends with, Student 
Activities (STACT) board 
members convened to 
share their ideas on Tues-
day evening, only to sit 
in silence for 45 minutes. 
Sarah Lovina ’19 final-
ly pitched in to save the 
day with her idea for the 
theme of the upcoming 
Weekenders: Amish cul-
ture. “Honestly, we were 
a little out of ideas,” said 
Mark Rosen ’18, long-time 
member of the STACT 
board. “We were all so 
grateful to Sarah for her 
excellent, refreshing idea. 
We plan to keep the theme 
running throughout the 
term, kicking it off with an 
epic barn raising this Sat-
urday night.”

Sources from the pri-
vate meeting comment 
that this idea was favoured 
over a proposed “thrill-
ing” workshop in Micro-
soft 2014 and the outlawed 
idea of public D.C. screen-
ings.The final vote of Barn 
Raising versus Microsoft 
2014 came to a close tally 
of 13-2. Some members felt 
that the community would 

have preferred scrolling 
through all the fonts, and 
grasping the intricacies of 
Excel of the past Micro-
soft 2014, and have since 
resigned from the the Stu-
dent Activities board. 

News of Student Activ-
ities’ new theme caused 
rippled across campus. 
Some were delighted, oth-
ers exasperated, but most 
were just plain confused. 

“At first I thought it was 
a phishing email. I mean, 
it’s not the kind of thing 
I receive in my inbox ev-
eryday - ‘Get ready to raise 
the roof! Bring your own 
wood and join the par-
ty.’ Once I realized it was 
actually legit, I figured it 
was some kind of Non Sibi 
event, even though I didn’t 

remember signing up for 
an Amish Barn Raising on 
a Saturday evening. I guess 
I thought it was some kind 
of glitch,” explained Bob 
Murthy ’18. Once Student 
Activities clarified the le-
gitimacy of the event to 
the student-body, howev-
er, they quickly started re-
ceiving positive feedback. 
“We expect it to be one 
of the most well attended 
events of the Spring term,” 
said Andrew Marquez ‘18, 
head of the STACT board. 
At press time, the board 
was overheard planning a 
butter-churning festivity 
and an overnight, group 
“bundling” in the library. 
Our advice? Stay tuned. 

 

RACHEL NEPLOKH

Students raise barn after lesson in barn-raising from 
Professor Joe McGee.

Sykes’ Fun Alternatives To 
Condoms

Silly April Fools Day Prank Ideas!

1) Tell people you’re well adjusted!
2) Fill hand sanitizer dispensers with milk.
3) Grease the fflloors of Commons.
4) Release a swarm of moths in Joe’s room.
5) Express your bipartisan values.

OVERHEARD 
ON THE PATHS

The Week’s Top Headlines

Hockey Rink Repurposed 
As Medieval Carnival 
Space for Spring Term

As the days lengthen 
and the sun grows in power 
just as the scrolls foretold, 
the Harrison Rink has slow-
ly been undergoing a drastic 
transformation. The initia-
tive, spearheaded by Ando-
ver’s Sustainability Team, 
is focused on restoring the 
gigantic, poorly ventilated, 
temporary home of crushed 
dreams and broken sticks 
back to its greater purpose: 
a medieval renaissance car-
nival hall.

“In addition to being a 
valuable physical contribu-
tion to the campus, this lo-
cation wholly encompasses 
Andover’s spirit of optimism. 
After all, what demonstrates 
hope and a bright outlook 
more than a time period im-
mediately following poverty, 
personalistic regimes, and 
plagues killing millions?” 
said Nancy Birdboi, Head of 
Playthings and Whatnot.

In addition to standard 
events such as mutton toss-
es, pillaging competitions, 
and falconry exhibitions, the 
rink is also excited to feature 
knife duels, held in the train-
er’s office, between students 
to promote inclusion and a 
lack of fear.

Although many mem-
bers of the Andover commu-
nity support restoring the 
rink back to its former glo-
ry, many are opposed to the 
restoration, arguing that the 
horse poop, raw meat, and 
lack of bathing among par-
ticipants during years past 
have rendered the rink im-
possible to play in. Leading 
the charge is Andover Boys 
Hockey Co-Captain Phillip 
Bonsoir ’18, who wants to 
preserve the sacredness and 
spiritual significance of the 
rink.

“I can tell you one thing: 
that is some good-looking 
ice, and it deserves some 

respect. I don’t go around 
waving pool noodles at the 
elderly, or whatever the 
properly analogy is.”

In response, Birdboi 
said, “Hey, is that kid Phillip 
ok? Does anyone know how 
many concussions that kid 
has?” 

There isn’t much else 
to say on the matter, but the 
word count demands more, 
which is funny because you 
would think, or at least may-
be briefly consider the pos-
sibility that, maybe at some 
point a joke or perhaps a 
punchline of some variety 
would be arriving soon at the 
terminatio-

MARGOT HUTCHINS

The troup gets ready for their first perfomance at the 
new location. 

• Squirrels, After Long Winter Exodus, Return to Campus in Full 

Force

• Traveling Vagabonds Pay Large Cash Sum to Lift Curse on Campus

• Students’ Refusal to Use Deodorant Most Effective Form of Protest 

Yet 

• The Eighth Page Refuses to Play the Game With The System, Man. 

• Andover Senior Bully in for a Shock When They Go to School With 

Actual Cool Kids.

Humble Beginnings: The Alex Bernhard Story

Alex Bernhard has never deleted an Instagram photo. He has posted a 
total of 353 times in the five years he’s been online. Every single one 
has aged beautifully. So, every once in a while, we’re bringing you a 

different picture from the @briggsruggles catalog. What emerges from this 
mosaic, this tapestry, is a story, a life. A beginning.

“The sea was my first love, but, alas, Mother said it would never be.”- Alex, 
03/27/18

“If I throw myself down the Den stairs in just the 
right way, I can get MedEx for a couple days but 

not break anything serious.”

Well, here we are again. I, the sage dispenser of morsels of humor, and you, the feeble cub waiting 
to be nourished. Chirp, chirp, chirp, baby birds. You won’t find any regurgitated comedy here, oh no 
— only the finest cuts of satire for you all. So, enjoy, eat our meats and drink our wines, and grow 
merry and full with our genius and divine skill. P.S. if anyone sees a racoon wearing my gold chain 

please text me, a funny Instagram photo shoot went horribly wrong.

“Lou Reed is, like, the 
voice of our generation.”

“Yeah, my trip to Disney 
really changed my outlook 

on women’s rights.”

“Nobody wants to hear 
about your Spring Break 

island cruise again, 
Chad.”

“Why are there so many vagabonds 
on campus these days?”

“My revisit got 
inducted into 

TUB.”

“Dude, you seen my 
twig anywhere?”

“You think the 
squirrels had enough 
to get them through 
the winter? I really 

hope so.”

–A good relationship with your father.

–Describing yourself as “quirky.”

–Latex paint.

–An engaging personality.

–Don’t not not write for The Eighth Page.

–Spindly, translucent legs.

–A killer Borat impression, used liberally.

–Weird hats.

–An “off-putting” voice.



March 30, 2018

SPORTS
 Volume CXLI | Number 6

Happy Belated Baby
#NeverForgotten

Marisol Nugent ’20 Becomes Three Time 
All American Wrestler After Third Place Finish at Nationals 

Marisol Nugent ’20 placed 
third in the Junior Division 127 
pound weight class at the U.S.A. 
Wrestling Girls Folkstyle Nation-
al Championships. Nugent’s only 
defeat was in the semifinals to the 
eventual champion of the tourna-
ment.

Nugent is widely known as 
one of the best wrestlers in New 
England. She was able to pin her 
three opponents at Andover’s 
annual tournament in under a 
minute, and pinned both her op-
ponents at the Wonder Woman 
Classic to win the tournament. At 
Nationals, Nugent faced competi-
tion unlike that in New England. 
Nugent also moved up both in 
weight class — from 122 pounds 
to 127 pounds — and age divisions 
in order to compete in the 1998-
2001 age range, adding to the 
challenge.

Coach Kassie Archambault 
said, “[Nugent] doesn’t see the 
type of competition in our area 
that she sees at Nationals, so 
sometimes it’s hard to prepare to 
face the best opponents. Marisol 
has proved that she is the best of 
the best not only in New England 
but nationwide, as well.”

Nugent said, “It was just a high-
er level of competition. When you 
go into a national tournament, 
you see a lot better competition 
because it is girls competing from 

all over the country. I moved up 
a weight class and an age group, 
too, so that was a little challenge.”

Technique-wise, Nugent uses 
much of her upper body and goes 
for throws. While her coaches 
have been encouraging her to go 
for more takedowns, Nugent pre-
fers to put her opponent into a 
headlock.

Archambault said, “She is a 
very technically sound wrestler 
and does very well in scramble 
situations. She has very good hip 
sense and knows how to react to 
her opponent without panicking. 
However, by moving up a weight 
class, she isn’t as physically strong 
as her opponents. While her tech-
nique helped her to defeat stron-
ger opponents, she’ll need to do 
some strength training in order to 
be on par with wrestlers who are 
as technically sound and stronger 
than she is.” 

Nugent said, “I ride pretty well 
on top but don’t do very much on 
bottom. I ride legs a lot which is 
exciting. That basically means 
that I’m really good at staying on 
top of people. When they’re mov-
ing underneath me I can keep my 
hips in… I have good hips so I am 
really good at scrambling with 
people which is basically when 
you’re in 50/50 tossups and you’re 
able to come up on top usually the 
higher hips wins there.”

Additionally, Nugent describes 
her wrestling style as aggressive. 
She believes she is good on her 
feet and at scoring points. Her 
skill on her feet extends to take-
downs, throws, and any other 
standing-up skill. Nugent, howev-
er, looks to improve being on the 
bottom, as she often gets stalled 
out.

Nugent said, “It’s never really 
been a problem before. This is the 
first tournament I’ve had a prob-
lem getting up from the bottom. 
This was my first time moving up 
a weight class so being on bottom 
was definitely harder because a 
lot of the girls were a lot bigger 
than me.”

Nugent began wrestling at a 
young age. In her family, children 
who wrestled were able to stay up 
two hours later than those who 

didn’t, and Nugent also found the 
opportunity to spend more time 
with her father, a wrestling coach, 
appealing. Despite her early pas-
sion for the sport, her father did 
not allow her to participate be-
cause not many girls at the time 
wrestled. Although she was not 
allowed to formally train, Nugent 
practiced in her basement with 
her brother. 

Nugent said, “I would go take 
him down and do things I saw 
while I was watching from the 
sideline, because I would still go 
to practices and watch — I just 
wasn’t allowed on the mat. For 
a while it was kind of weird be-
cause it was something that I re-
ally wanted to do but I wasn’t able 
to pursue.”

Nugent’s family pushed her to 
try other sports and activities un-
til one day Nugent went to a tour-
nament with her father and twin 
brother. According to Nugent, she 
saw another girl wrestling and 
then immediately turned around 
and punched her father in the 
stomach.

Nugent’s dedication to wres-
tling has continued into the pres-
ent day, where she has an unpar-
alleled work ethic and devotion to 
the sport.

Archambault said, “Marisol is 
a hard worker. She trains a lot, so 
she is prepared for challenging 
situations… She is now a three-
time All-American. She took fifth 
place this summer at Fargo Na-
tionals in both the Cadet and Ju-
nior divisions. This is her highest 
placing in a national tournament. 
She’s only a Lower, and I’m so ex-
cited to see where the next two 
years take her. She has the poten-
tial to be a National Champion.”

Nugent’s sister was slated to 
wrestle alongside her but was 
unable to compete due to injury. 
Though wrestling is not her sis-
ter’s main sport, she and Nugent 
frequently train together, as they 
provide a challenging matchup 
for one another.

Nugent said, “She’s really flex-
ible, and she’s long. She’s pretty 
much the exact opposite body 
type of me, so our matchups are 

really weird. We scramble a lot, 
which is really fun. It’s good to go 
into practice with someone who 
is really evenly matched and just 
be able to roll around for hours at 
a time.”

Nugent cites Coach Archam-
bault as one of her main influ-
ences and support systems as a 
wrestler.

Nugent said, “[Coach Ar-
chambault] had a really big role 
because it was my first time re-
ally being coached by a girl. She 
kind of knew what I was going 
through with weight cuts and 
mood swings and regards to ev-
erything like that that normally a 
guy coach wouldn’t understand.”

The coaching system at Ando-
ver has also helped her become a 
more confident wrestler. 

Nugent said, “They’ve brought 
up my self esteem a lot. I came 
into the season a little bit self con-
scious and unsure of my abilities, 
and they’ve really helped me so-
lidify my role on the team and my 
role as a wrestler.”

Andover Beats Middlesex in Scrimmage

Andover Boys Lacrosse scored 
its first goal of the game within 
ten seconds after winning its first 
face-off on Wednesday. The team 
would go on to defeat Middlesex 
7-5, beginning its season with a 
record of one win and zero losses.

“I couldn’t think of a better 
way to start the season, and [the 
play] set the tone for the rest of 
the game,” wrote Will Kantaros 
’18 in an email to The Phillipian.

Despite a strong first play, the 
team did not maintain this mo-
ment for the rest of the first half, 
according to Jon Krikorian ’21.

“We started off a little sloppy 
in the first half, and we were not 
playing to our full potential. We 
were lacking from all positions. 
We all could’ve done better, as 
we didn’t have many scoring op-
portunities,” said Krikorian, “We 
came out in the second half like 
fire. In the start of the third quar-
ter, we put up a few goals, which 
set the tone for the rest of the half. 
In the fourth quarter, our team 
just chilled. We ran the offense 
continuously and took advantage 

of scoring opportunities.”
The team benefited from 

traveling to San Diego, Calif., for 
a pre-season training trip over 
Spring Break, where it was able 
to grow its chemistry by position, 
according to Krikorian.

Krikorian said, “Being placed 
into a room with kids in your po-
sition that you don’t necessarily 
know encouraged you to become 
closer with them. [The room as-
signments] were beneficial be-
cause we started to play more as 
a unit. For example, putting all 
the attackers, middie lines, and 
defense in rooms together built 
camaraderie and increased team 
chemistry. Now, we are trying to 
put all the pieces together. We are 
trying to finalize the best team we 
can be.”

In addition to gaining expo-
sure to more competition, the 
team bonded altogether over oth-
er activities throughout the trip. 

Krikorian continued, “We had 
a lot of fun together in San Di-
ego. A lot of guys would get up in 
the morning and hang out at the 
beach together to go… swimming 
and play around. We did every-

thing together as a team; we ate 
all of our meals together, and we 
went to the zoo, which served as 
a good bonding experience. We 
gained really great friends and 
teammates on the trip, so it was 
definitely a beneficial experi-
ence.”

Facing off against Middlesex’s 
strong lacrosse program forced 
the players to push themselves 
and work together, according to 
Holt Bitler ’21.

“The challenge of playing a 
nationally recognized team push-
es us to have a great game that 
much more. Trying to beat such 
a talented team fostered great re-
lationships among teammates,” 
Bitler added.

The team will look to take 
advantage of improving techni-
cal aspects of its game against 
Hotchkiss at home on Saturday.

Kantaros said, “We obviously 
have a lot to clean up, especially 
the fundamentals, but we cer-
tainly showed some flashes of 
what we’re capable of today, and, 
hopefully, we can carry that on 
for whole games in the future.”

BOYSLACROSSE GIRLSLACROSSE

Girls Compete Against
Andover High Despite
 Snow Covered Field

Andover Girls Lacrosse 
kicked off their 2018 season 
with a scrimmage against Ando-
ver High School this Wednes-
day. Although it was not scored, 
the scrimmage served as a way 
to give the team an opportunity 
to see what it needed to work 
on for the upcoming games in 
the season. 

Co-Captain Ashley Tucker 
’18 said, “Their turf wasn’t ful-
ly cleared, so we played seven 
versus seven quarter field. We 
would have one team on offense 
for 15 minutes and the other 
team on defense, so it wasn’t 
a real game — it was more of a 
practice experience.”

Co-Captain Ananda Kao ’18 
continued, “The goalies played 
really well, which was good.”

The team made the best of 
this scrimmage by gauging its 
own strengths and weaknesses, 
according to Tucker and Kao. 

Tucker said, “I think we 
communicated really well on 
our defense, and we had some 

nice knockdowns in our sec-
tions.”

“On offense, we need to 
work on moving the ball around 
more, and moving with a pur-
pose, instead of just making 
random cuts,” added Kao.

According to Tucker, the 
team is already very close de-
spite it being early in the sea-
son.

Tucker said, “We lost a lot of 
Seniors last year, so we have a 
lot of new players on the team. 
We were at first a little worried 
about integrating the many new 
kids… but all of the new kids are 
awesome on and off the field, 
and it already feels like the team 
has been together for a while. 
Obviously, there are still a lot of 
things to work on… but I’m re-
ally excited and hopeful for this 
season, and I’m excited to get to 
play with this group all spring.”

Andover Girls Lacrosse will 
face Southfield at home this 
Friday.

Editor’s Note: Katherine 
McIntire (pictured) is a Sports 
Editor for The Phillipian. 

COURTESYOFANDOVERATHLETICS

Marisol Nugent ’20 won five of her six matches at Nationals, despite moving up a weight class and an age group.

I.HURLEY/THEPHILLIPIAN

Conor Zachar ’19 has played for Andover since his Junior year. 

I.HURLEY/THEPHILLIPIAN

Katherine McIntire ’19, pictured here in 2017 game against Groton, has 
played for Andover since her Junior year. 

M.CALLAHAN/THEPHILLIPIAN

Nugent ranked fourth in the New 
England Class A Division. 

ABBY RYAN

GIGI GLOVER

PHOEBE BICKS
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Michael McCullom ’18, a 
hurdler and sprinter for Ando-
ver Boys Track & Field, will en-
ter his fourth year as a member 
of the team. Already accom-
plished as a key scorer for the 
team, McCullom helped bring 

the team to a Nepsta Champi-
onship last year.

Throughout his four years 
of track at Andover, McCullom 
has pushed himself to work 
his hardest in order to see im-
provements in his times.

McCullom said, “I think 
just training really hard over 
the past four years has made a 

difference — working to make 
myself better in every aspect 
during my time here.”

Captain David Onabanjo ’18 
also recognizes McCullom’s 
dedication to the sport. 

Onabanjo said, “I think Mi-
chael’s best quality is his worth 
ethic. When the gun goes off, 
he’s working. When the whis-
tle in practice goes off, he’s 
working. That drive and con-
sistency is contagious.”

Last year, at the 2017 Neps-
ta Division One Track & Field 
Championships, McCullom 
was instrumental in helping 
to secure Andover’s narrow 
victory over Phillips Exeter 
Academy and St. Paul’s. Of An-
dover’s 70 total points, McCul-
lom scored 16, earning second 
place in both the 110-Meter 
Hurdles with a 15.78-second 
finish and the 300-Meter Hur-
dles with a 41.51-second finish.

MIA CHEUNG

Player to Watch: Michael McCollum ’18

BOYSTRACK

After breaking the Junior 
record in the triple jump in 
her first Andover meet last 
year and going on to break the 
Junior record in the long jump 
later on, Melanie Cheung ’20 
will look to continue making 
a valuable impact on the Girls 
Track & Field team this spring.

Captain Fredericka Lucas 
’18 said, “From the beginning 
of the season, [Cheung] was 
our team’s strongest triple 
jumper. She consistently per-
formed well, broke her own 
record multiple times before 
the end of the year, and even 
scored at the N Division One 
Track & Field Championships. 
We can always rely on her to 
score points in the triple jump 
and contribute to our team 
point total.”

Cheung is from Shang-
hai, China and has been do-
ing Track ever since middle 
school. Before coming to An-
dover, Cheung played a multi-
tude of sports, including vol-
leyball and rugby, but dance 
now takes precedence for her 
in the Fall and Winter Seasons, 
while she runs track in the 
spring.

Cheung’s main events are 
the triple jump and the long 
jump, but she also participates 
in sprint events at meets and is 
thinking about picking up high 
jump this season to expand her 
contribution to the team.

According to Lucas, 
Cheung’s consistency and reli-
ability are what have made her 
such a strong contributor ever 
since she joined the team.

“She is an amazing asset to 
the team and works hard in 
practice with Coach [Kurt] 

Prescott as a member of the 
jump squad. I can’t wait to see 
her continue to improve and 
hopefully break more records 
again this season,” said Lucas.

Cheung is enthusiastic 
about both the personal skill 
aspect and the team aspect of 
track.

“I’m really pumped to be 
with the team again. I love the 
team, and I’m excited for all 
the meets to come and just like 
getting back into track train-
ing,” said Cheung.

ARNOLD SU

Player to Watch: Melanie Cheung ’20

GIRLSTRACK

Senior Co-Captain Isaac Black-
burn-Johnson ’18, with his im-
pressive height and three years of 
experience on Andover Boys Var-
sity Volleyball, will be a force on 
the court this Spring Season.

“I play Middle Blocker (or Mid-
dle Hitter, in the words of anyone 
who’s ever played the position). 
Basically, you’re the tall-ish guy 
that runs from side to side in the 
front row, jumping and attempt-
ing to block incoming hits from 
the other team,” wrote Black-
burn-Johnson in an email to The 
Phillipian.

As a player, some of Black-
burn-Johnson’s strengths lie in 
skill and physical advantage, ac-
cording to Ben Meyer ’18.

Meyer said, “He has an impres-
sive ability to adapt to a ball in the 

air and he had great placement. 
His height is [a] colossal advantage 
and he has a great volleyball IQ”.

Blackburn-Johnson learned 
to play volleyball on the JV team 
when he arrived at Andover.

“I started playing volleyball at 
Andover during the Spring of my 
[Junior] year--I learned under the 
tutelage of Mr. Svec and Ms. Buck-
walter in the JV program for most 
of [the] season, and since then I’ve 
been playing with [Head Coach] 
Clyfe [Beckwith] on the varsity 
team,” he said.

Part of what has kept Black-
burn-Johnson on the team for so 
long is the closeness of the team.

“The dynamic of the team is 
something that keeps bringing me 
back year after year to the volley-
ball team, along with my love for 
the sport. The group is so inclusive 
and caring from the first moment 
one enters the team, and there 

exists this jovialness and calm ac-
ceptance of one another among 
players. The court is the space 
I most look forward to during a 
particularly stressful day, and my 
teammates are what make it that 
way,” he said.

Another major part of Black-
burn-Johnson’s contribution to 
the team is his ability to work as 
part of a team.

Coach Beckwith said, “He is 
simultaneously one of the most 
compassionate and thoughtful 
teammates of the PAVB family.”

Teammate Rawit Assamongkol 
’18 added, “I think the fact that we 
can call him ‘Isaac Blackburn PP’ 
and ‘J Johnson’ speaks to the fact 
that we know each other so well 
and he is such a great part of the 
team.”

Blackburn-Johnson will lead 
his team in 12 games and one tour-
nament this season.

ELIZA SANDELL

Player to Watch: Isaac Blackburn-Johnson ’18

BOYSVOLLEYBALL

 J.BUEHLER/THEPHILLIPIAN
McCullom scored 16 of Andover’s 70 points against Exeter and St. Paul’s 
last  season. 

After a solid season last year 
as a Junior, Yeetang Kwok ’20 
strives to make major contri-
butions to Andover Golf this 
spring.

According to Kwok, one of 
the highlights of his Ando-
ver golf career was in a match 
against Phillips Exeter Acade-
my last year.

Kwok said, “My proudest 
moment was definitely beating 
my Exeter opponent at Exeter. 
It was their home course, and 
I think I beat him with five 
holes to go. That was probably 
my biggest achievement on the 
golf team. And I shot a 73… I 
was just draining all the putts 
that day.”

According to teammate 
Grace Posorske ’20, what 

makes Kwok is his commit-
ment to the sport.

“Often, you see that [Kwok] 
is the last person to walk off 
from practice,” she said. “[He] 
just show[s] an unusual ded-
ication… [and] an active at-
tempt to practice on [his] own, 
not only in arranged times for 
our team practices, so [he’s] 
definitely engaged in improv-
ing.”

Last year, Kwok posted 
strong results throughout the 
season. Of the 11 players who 
competed in Andover’s boys 
matches, Kwok was typically 
seeded fourth in the rankings.

In a match against BB&N 
last year, after losing ground 
to his opponent at the begin-
ning of a match, Kwok made 
a comeback and secured a tie 
on the very last hole. This ulti-
mately helped Andover defeat 

BB&N with a score of 6.5-3.5.
“My swing has improved a 

lot, and my mechanics of both 
my swing and my putting have 
improved a good deal right 
now, so I think I’m gonna 
score lower this year, and per-
haps win a few more matches, 
but I’ll aim to contribute to 
the team and cheering others 
on and creating good team dy-
namics,” said Kwok.

While Saturday’s match 
against Northfield Mount Her-
mon has been cancelled due to 
snow, Andover hopes to begin 
its season on Saturday, April 
7, with an away match against 
Tabor and Brooks.

Player to Watch: Yeetang Kwok ’20

GOLF

JERRY SHU

PLAYERS TO WATCH
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New Lower Jacquelyn 
“Jaque” Harrington ’20 grew 
up watching her brother’s 
baseball games as a child, in-
spiring her to become a threat 
both at and behind the plate, 
as a catcher and shortstop. 
Harrington started playing 
softball when she was five 
years old, and continued to 
play at Bedford High School. 
She now plays for The Polar 
Crush Softball Team, a club 
team, in addition to Andover 
Varsity Softball.

In Andover’s recent trip 
to Orlando, FL, Harrington 
played incredibly well, accord-

ing to Katie Morris ’21. 
Morris said “I wish we could 

clone Jacque and have her in 
all of those positions [catch-
er, shortstop, and at the plate] 
because she is that good of a 
player… She has a really strong 
arm so that’s definitely one of 
her biggest assets as a catcher.” 

In addition to strong tech-
nical aspects of her play, Har-
rington is very smart about her 
position and makes sure her 
team is in the right position 
and knows what is happening. 

According to Morris, Har-
rington is not only talented 
behind the plate but also at 
shortstop. 

Morris said, “She is like a 
vacuum, she gets everything; 

she is not afraid to dive.”
Over the spring training 

trip, Harrington hit many 
home runs, including a grand-
slam.

Although Softball’s first 
three scheduled games were 
cancelled, Harrington will 
play at home on April 2 against 
Lowell High School.

KYLE SIMARD

Player to Watch: Jacquelyn Harrington ’20

SOFTBALL

Jackson Emus ’19 grew up in 
Massachusetts and loved the 
game of baseball from the first 
time he started playing. Al-
though he played many sports 
growing up, including soc-
cer and basketball, baseball is 
what he has always been most 
passionate about.

Emus said, “After playing 
summer baseball when I was 
nine, I fell in love with the 
game. At the age of ten and af-
ter, baseball really took over as 
my main sport over others.”

Since coming in as a new 
Lower last year, Emus has 
been on the Varsity Baseball 
team under Head Coach Kev-
in Graber. Emus is both a tal-
ented pitcher and a motivating 
player, according to Tristan 
Latham ’19.

Latham said, “[Emus is] a 
very competitive and talent-
ed guy as a baseball player. He 

throws a [really good] fast-
ball and his curveball breaks, 
which is really nice. He also 
hits with power as a switch 
hitter, which is really hard to 
do. He adds a lot to the team, 
on and off the field, with him 
being a great guy and friend.”

According to Lucas Stowe 
’20, Emus is a leader on the 
field and a team player, who 
makes an effort to get to know 
everyone on the team.

“Jackson is the type of kid 
every team wants. On the field 
he hits for power and contact, 
can play a ton of different po-
sitions, and is a force on the 
mound. Off the field, he is very 
personable and can connect 
with every person on the team. 
He’s the king of obscure movie 
quotes,” said Stowe.

As the upcoming season ap-
proaches, Emus looks forward 
to working with the new play-
ers.

“Having some new guys 
this year really helps build on 

the culture of our team. Just 
knowing that those guys will 
step up and lead the team in a 
couple of years is something to 
see, and hopefully I can be a re-
source to help them along the 
way. They’re part of our group 
and are getting to know how 
this team works, along with 
getting better,” said Emus.

According to Emus, one if 
his goals for the season is to 
finish strong and win the Cen-
tral New England Prep Base-
ball League Championship. 

Emus said, “We had some 
bumpy times last year, some of 
them at the end of the season. 
I hope to come out strong for 
each and every game, win some 
of them, and look back at the 
end of the year and be proud of 
our season. After a disappoint-
ing result in the championship 
game last year, I’m really excit-
ed to play as hard as I can help 
us go all the way this year.”

SHREE MENON

Player to Watch: Jackson Emus ’19

BASEBALL

After finishing second in 
his first triathlon in the eighth 
grade, Anthony Minickiello 
’20, a two-year Lower from 
Swanzey, N.H., decided to 
join the cycling team at Ando-
ver. Minickiello, who is also a 
member of Boys Varsity Cross 
Country and Boys Varsity 
Swimming, has proven to be a 
vital asset to Andover Cycling, 
winning many races in his di-
vision.

Minickiello said, “Growing 
up, my two main sports were 
swimming and [cross country] 
running.  The summer before 
coming to Andover I decided 
to enter a local triathlon and 
placed second overall riding 
my dad’s 1980s mountain bike. 

At that moment I was hooked 
and knew that I would join the 
cycling team at Andover.”

Minickiello has learned 
about the technical aspects of 
the sport from his coaches and 
teammates at Andover.

“I learned so much about 
riding from Coach [Thayer] 
Zaeder and Coach [Ben] Du-
clos. I learned it was more than 
just switching my bike into 
top gear and crushing it. They 
taught me about pacing, prop-
er gearing changing and draft-
ing. I learned from Jess Wang 
[’18], five minutes too late, to 
not inflate my tires to 120 psi 
as one might burst and I’ll end 
up in a ditch on the side of the 
road miles from campus.”

Minickiello credits the 
team dynamic as an important 
source of motivation.

Minickiello said, “What I 
like about the cycling team 
the most is the great team ca-
maraderie. Maybe because it 
is a smaller group of athletes 
compared to the other sports I 
do. Maybe it is because it is the 
only coed sport I am a mem-
ber of.  Maybe it is because we 
never have home meets and 
we only have each other en-
couraging, consoling, helping 
and cheering for us, but it has 
a very different vibe than most 
sports at Andover.”

Player to Watch: Anthony Minickiello ’20

CYCLING

RIKU TANAKA

Since joining Andover Girls 
Water Polo last year as a new 
Lower, Sveva Rosati ’19 has 
brought experience and a mo-
tivating passion for the game 
to the team dynamic. Rosati 
started playing water polo in 
sixth grade, and has since de-
veloped into a dedicated play-
er with extensive knowledge of 
the game.

Rosati’s teammates credit 
her tenacity, endurance, and 
inclusivity for her success.

“The team is super fun. It’s a 
group of very tight-knit girls,” 
said Rosati. “Everyone really 
brings their A-game and has 
really good attitudes, and they 
all work super hard in practice. 
They’re people you can turn 

to after a bad day, and they’re 
people who all try their best.”

Co-Captain Emma Chatson 
’18 wrote in an email to The 
Phillipian, “With Sveva’s pre-
vious water polo experience, 
her presence on the team was 
strong… Her knowledge of the 
sport, along with her spirit-
ed athleticism, propelled the 
team into a great season. Sveva 
is a fierce player and a fierce 
friend. She offers everyone en-
couragement during practices 
and games. I was impressed 
by Sveva’s composure during 
games last year. She was always 
calm and collected, whether 
we were winning or losing.”

With the team’s newly add-
ed talent and depth, Rosati is 
hopeful for the team’s success 
this season.

Rosati said, “I’m excited 

to just see how all of our dif-
ferent skills come together. I 
hope we can make it to New 
Englands and, hopefully, crush 
Greenwich Academy. I just 
think we’re going to be a real-
ly strong force this season. Our 
captains, Emma and Eastlyn 
[Frankel ’18], are great leaders, 
and they’re going to take us far. 
There is a lot of passion and 
energy on the team.”

Player to Watch: Sveva Rosati ’19

GIRLSWATERPOLO

ABBY RYAN

PLAYERS TO WATCH

E.SCHEER/THEPHILLIPIAN

S.ALSHIBA/THEPHILLIPIAN

S.AGRAWAL/THEPHILLIPIAN

K.AALTO/THEPHILLIPIAN
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Andrew Antonucci ’18 shows 
promise for a successful final 
season as a member of Ando-
ver Boys Lacrosse. In addition 
to his speed and dexterity as a 
midfielder, Antonucci also pos-
es a strong scoring threat in the 
attacking end.

“Nooch has always been one 
of the team’s best players. His 
speed and elusiveness helps 
him dominate on offense and 
allows him to get open and 
score often,” said Jed Heald ’20.

Playing for both Andover 
Football and Boys Lacrosse 
since enrolling as a new Low-
er, Antonucci is a multifacet-
ed athlete whose athleticism 
makes him a crucial part of both 
Andover’s offense and defense, 
according to Mark Witt ’20.

“Nooch helps with both the 
offensive and defensive side 

of the field. He’s a really good 
scorer, and he’s also a real-
ly athletic guy so he can play 
some really strong defense,” 
said Witt.

Antonucci, who missed last 
year’s season due to injury, will 
return this season as one of 
the team’s most potent players 
in the midfield, according to 
Heald.

“Unfortunately, Nooch was 
out for last season with a back 
injury, but we’re looking for-
ward to having him back this 
year to add to our strong core of 
middies,” said Heald.

Having picked up lacrosse 
in the second grade, Antonuc-
ci possesses knowledge of the 
sport that furthers his ability 
on the field, according to Witt.

“[Antonucci] has the strength 
and the speed that makes him a 
good player, but he also has the 
lacrosse I.Q., and that’s what 

makes him a great player,” said 
Witt.

Antonucci added, “I like that 
[lacrosse] has the technique 
and the tricks of hockey, but 
then you also have the physical-
ity of both football and hockey. 
And even though it’s an athlet-
ic sport, you also have to have 
good sports I.Q. for the game.” 

In addition to being a key 
player on the field, Antonucci 
leads his teammates by empha-
sizing the importance of team-
work.

“A team doesn’t necessari-
ly need individual talent to do 
well. If [the team is] working 
hard and working together, 
you can really make any talent 
into a great team and compete 
against anyone. It’s about heart, 
not necessarily height,” said 
Antonucci.

JULIET GILDEHAUS

Player to Watch: Andrew Antonucci ’18 

PLAYERS TO WATCH

N.CUSHMAN/THEPHILLIPIAN

Although Kennedy Everson 
’21 is a Junior, she brings eight 
years of experience and a pas-
sion for the game to Andover 
Girls Lacrosse. Everson first 
started playing in first grade 
in her hometown of Mont-
clair, N.J., as an attacker. In 
fifth grade Everson switched 
to goalie, a position she has re-
mained in ever since.

Everson said, “I love lacrosse 
because it is a sport that incor-
porates fitness, intelligence, 
and competitiveness into a 
game. I love playing lacrosse 
because, especially being a 
goalie, it allows me to be a lead-
er on the field and to guide the 
team throughout the game.”

Everson brings high intensi-
ty, hard work, and dedication 
to every practice, according to 

teammates Brooke Keough ’19 
and Megan Ward ’19.

Keough wrote in an email 
to The Phillipian, “Kennedy 
works so hard and is such an 
amazing goalie. We are so hap-
py to have her on our team this 
year. She is a really great team-
mate, and her skill and effort is 
amazing.”

Ward added, “Kennedy is an 
amazing goalie. Not only does 
she make incredible saves, but 
she makes all of us better with 
her communication and inten-
sity during practice.”

Everson has played for 
STEPS Lacrosse, a travel team 
based out of New Jersey, since 
first grade. Still, she feels that 
playing in high school will be 
a different and exciting experi-
ence.

Everson said, “I am so 
pumped to play with the team 
this year because of how skilled 

the team is, how special the 
team dynamics are, and also 
because it is my first time play-
ing high school lacrosse. I am 
excited for all of the new op-
portunities, and to continue to 
get better and to improve on my 
weaker areas of my game.”

Everson’s enthusiastic and 
supportive demeanor both on 
and off the field makes her an 
exciting addition to the team 
this year, according to Ward 
and Keough. 

Ward said, “Kennedy is such 
an awesome teammate. She’s 
super nice and always offers to 
help out with equipment when 
needed.”

 Keough added, “Kennedy is 
super supportive and encour-
aging to everyone, and she is 
such an awesome addition to 
our team this year.”

NASH JOHNSON

Player to Watch: Kennedy Everson ’21

A.LIU/THEPHILLIPIAN

Kion Young ’20 picked up 
the fundamentals of Ultimate 
from his older brother in the 
sixth and seventh grade, and 
decided to try out for the Ul-
timate team his Junior year at 
Andover. Despite only know-
ing the basic throws and noth-
ing about the rules of the game, 
Young made it onto Andover’s 
Varsity Ultimate team his Ju-
nior year.

With a year of experience on 
the team, Young is becoming a 
valuable member of Andover 
Ultimate.

Co-captain Reuben Philip ’18 
said, “In any sport, natural ath-
leticism can always give you an 
edge on your opponent. Kion, 
being a multisport athlete, had 
already developed natural ath-
leticism through other sports 
and even though he had never 

played any Ultimate before, he 
was quickly able to make con-
tributions to the team. He has 
quickly picked up the strategy 
behind ultimate and has be-
come a consistent contributor 
to the team.”

Although Young has some 
good throws, he stays humble 
and strives to learn from the 
other players on the team, in-
cluding his captains.

Young said, “As more of a 
cutter, my throwing skills ar-
en’t as good as, for example, 
[Philip’s] who prefers handling 
and being able to make precise 
throws. However, I really like 
my backhand throw, since I 
can send accurate throws for 
any distance. I would say this 
is my best throw, but I would 
also like to develop my other 
throws as well.”

According to teammate Ty-
ler Rynne ’18, one of Young’s 

strengths is scoping out the 
field to find open spots to catch 
or pass the frisbee.

Rynne wrote in an email to 
The Phillipian, “[Young] brings 
a level of athleticism and drive 
to the team that helps push us 
all. He also has a great spacial 
awareness of the field and a vi-
sion that allows him to make 
great plays on the disk.”

Young is excited for this 
coming season and hopes to 
make an impact at the home 
opener against Andover High 
School on Wednesday.

HANNAH ZHANG

Player to Watch: Kion Young ’20

S.BAHNASY/THEPHILLIPIAN

BOYSLACROSSE

GIRLSLACROSSE

ULTIMATE

978-975-1230
733 Turnpike St.
North Andover

Captain Pizza

Any sandwich, chips, and 
a 12  ounce soda for

$16.99 For 2 Pizzas
Special: 

Mediterranean Foods

$8.95

I.HURLEY/THEPHILLIPIAN

Write for 
Sports!

Email ykim, 
jbhueler, km-
cintire, rono
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With her strong improvement 
during winter training and the pre-
season week in Sebastian, Fla., Ol-
ivia Brokaw ’18 has distinguished 
herself as a key rower in a talent-
ed group of Seniors. Brokaw set 
a personal best and established a 
work ethic during winter training, 
making her a player to watch this 
season, according to Coach Ellen 
Minzner.

Brokaw joined Andover Crew 
during her Junior year simply 
because she didn’t have a spring 
sport, and her parents thought that 
she would enjoy it. Since her start 
on the fourth boat, Brokaw began 
rowing on the first boat by her 
Lower year.

Brokaw said, “Since [I started], 
I have developed a love for both 
the sport and the team at Andover. 
Rowing is definitely tough, but it is 
also incredibly rewarding.”

Brokaw looks to become stron-

ger and more technically sound 
this season. According to Brokaw, 
her teammates serve as one of her 
biggest sources of inspiration.

“I so clearly remember idoliz-
ing the Uppers and Seniors on the 
team when I was an underclass-
man.  Now, I still draw inspiration 
from my teammates, especially 
the girls in my boat. The other day 
during a tough workout, Coach 
Hurley said to us, ‘When it gets re-
ally hard, look at the person next 
to you. They’re going through the 
same thing you’re going through. 
Don’t do it for yourself — do it for 
them.’ This is something I try my 
best to keep in mind,” said Brokaw.

According to Co-Captain Sofie 
Brown ’18, both Brokaw’s drive and 
kindness towards her teammates 
make her a special rower on the 
team.

Brown said, “She is one of the 
hardest-working people I’ve ever 
met. She consistently pushes her-
self to be a better rower and is al-
ways positive at practice. After ev-

ery piece, she turns around to talk 
to the rest of the rowers in the boat 
to ask how it felt, what we think 
needs to be improved, and what 
were strengths we need to hold on 
to. She makes all the boats she’s in 
work better together and go faster.”

In addition to her physical con-
tributions, Brokaw has taken up a 
leadership role despite not official-
ly being a captain.

Co-Captain Lila Brady ’18 said, 
“[Brokaw] sets an incredible exam-
ple that I truly think everyone on 
the program should aspire to fol-
low… She is incredibly welcoming, 
sweet, and optimistic. She jokes 
around with everyone on the team 
and goes out of her way to chat 
with younger teammates instead of 
sticking with her friends the whole 
time.

Brady continued, “Everything 
Olivia does is for the benefit and 
greater good of the team. I can’t 
think of anyone more selfless and 
devoted to Andover Crew.”

ETHAN WEISSMAN

Player to Watch: Olivia Brokaw ’18 

Adin McAuliffe ’20 will re-
turn to Boys Crew this spring 
after rowing on Andover’s B2 
squad during his Junior year. 
Although he entered Andover 
without previous rowing expe-
rience, McAuliffe quickly man-
aged to become a key member 
of the team.

McAuliffe said, “Before ar-
riving at Andover, I talked 
with some adults and students 
about rowing and became very 
interested. I also read the book 
‘Boys in the Boat,’ which defi-
nitely got me thinking about 
crew and how my physical fea-
tures were cohesive with the 

sport.” 
McAuliffe has worked to 

improve for the 2018 season 
throughout the year.

“During the fall and winter 
terms, I have tried to consis-
tently use the erg –– the row-
ing machine –– to avoid losing 
technique and built-up endur-
ance. I have also been work-
ing to eat enough of a variety 
of foods to keep me fueled and 
ready to expend large amounts 
of energy over the course of 
practice,” he said.

In addition, he has also 
worked on his flexibility by 
stretching every day and par-
ticipating in yoga as a winter 
sport.

Co-Captain Nathaniel Cruz 

’18 said, “Adin put in a lot 
of good, hard training over 
the winter, and has grown a 
lot since last year, too, so he 
should be a formidable rower 
over the coming months.”

“At the end of last year, none 
of the seven other rowers on B2 
were Seniors, and [all of them 
were] committed to returning 
for an even better season. With 
that, I am certainly excited to 
be rowing with my teammates, 
who all know exactly how and 
what needs to be done this sea-
son to take our program to the 
next step,” said McAuliffe. 

ANDREW COHEN

Player to Watch: Adin McAuliffe ’20 

PLAYERS TO WATCH

GIRLSCREW

E.QIAN/THEPHILLIPIAN

BOYSCREW

O.TUNG/THEPHILLIPIAN

Reimi Kusaka ’21 will bring 
six years of tennis experience 
to Andover Girls Varsity Ten-
nis this season. Hailing from 
Englewood Cliffs, NJ, Kusaka 
started tennis at eight-years 
old.

Kusaka said, “I started play-
ing tennis because I wanted to 
find a sport that I was passion-
ate about. Before finding [ten-
nis], I tried so many different 
sports from dance to karate, 
but tennis was the only sport 
that I stuck with.”

Currently, she is also a part 
of the USTA (United States 
Tennis Association), a national 
association that allows players 
to compete based on level, age, 
and location across the coun-

try.
Kusaka continued, “I come 

from the New Jersey area, so 
I competed in the Eastern sec-
tion. Every year, there is a na-
tional tournament called Zon-
als, where the top players from 
each section are chosen to play 
other sections. Now, I am for-
tunate to play on the [Ando-
ver] varsity team, which has 
the best teammates I can ever 
ask for.”

In addition to regular prac-
tices, she trains at a club off 
campus, and practices with 
friends in the Snyder Center.

Kusaka shows resilience and 
focus during points, according 
to teammate Hannah Zhang 
’21.

“It’s like a switch turns on 
when she steps onto the court. 
She’s a super lively person but 

when she starts playing, she 
gets extremely focused. Even 
if she gets frustrated from los-
ing a point, which is a rare oc-
casion, she bounces back and 
doesn’t let her opponent take 
advantage of that,” Zhang said.

According to Kusaka, she 
trains hard to express grati-
tude for her parents’ support.

Kusaka said, “By also play-
ing tennis, I am able to make 
my parents proud. Winning 
matches not only makes me 
feel better about myself, but 
it is also a way for me to make 
my parents happy and a way 
for me to express my gratitude 
for all their hard work and en-
couragement.”

CHELSEA CHO

Player to Watch: Reimi Kusaka ’21

GIRLSTENNIS

N.LOUMIDIS/THEPHILLIPIAN

Aidan Burt ’21, a newcomer 
to Andover Boys Tennis, joins 
the team with a wealth of expe-
rience and has already shown 
to be a key member heading 
into the season.

Burt began playing tennis 
competitively five years ago 
and has trained at the Man-
chester Athletic Club in Man-
chester, Mass. He has also 
competed in year-round tour-
naments through the Unit-
ed States Tennis Association 
(USTA). 

Burt has worked to build 
his ranking over the past five 
years, and is currently seated 
at 203 in the nation and sev-
enth in New England within 
the class of 2021. His ranking 

has qualified him to compete 
in national tournaments in the 
summer, allowing Burt to be-
come accustomed to playing at 
the higher levels. 

“Since I am only in ninth 
grade, I am excited to be play-
ing high school tennis for the 
first time. I have played on a 
team before, when I helped 
represent New England when 
we played against other sec-
tions in the country. Team ex-
periences are always really fun, 
since you get to cheer for your 
friends during their matches. 
This year, the team is looking 
good, and I look forward to 
traveling with my teammates 
to play other schools,” said 
Burt.

Burt will also be an import-
ant addition to the varsity 
team this season on the courts 

because of the positive energy 
he brings and his impressive 
skills, according to Nash John-
son ’20.

“Aidan, as a fresh face, 
brings new energy and talent to 
Varsity A. He is always upbeat, 
happy, and a steady presence at 
practice. Even in our challenge 
match, in which he whooped 
me, he played with grace and 
a smile. Aidan’s strengths are 
in his backhand and his expe-
rience. He has played compet-
itively for years, and we can 
see that in how he acts,” said 
Johnson.

LINDA BIBEAU

Player to Watch: Aidan Burt ’21

BOYSTENNIS

D.ZHU/THEPHILLIPIAN
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Offer good through March 3, 2018. 

Two-Time World Championship Gold Medalist Rower Olivia Coffey ‘07 
Maintains Andover’s Values of Work Hard and Balance 

As a member of Girls Varsity 
Soccer, Ice Hockey, and Crew 
during her time at Andover, 
Olivia Coffey ’07 showcased 
her ability to excel in athletic 
competition. Since leaving An-
dover, she has continued to be 
successful as a rower, both at 
the collegiate and internation-
al levels.

After graduating from Ando-
ver, Coffey went on to row for 
four years at Harvard Univer-
sity. While at Harvard, Coffey 
was also a member of the US 
National Under 23 team from 
2009 to 2011. After graduating 
from Harvard in 2011, she re-
joined the US National team as 
a member of the senior team 
from 2013 to 2015. Collectively, 
Coffey has competed on sev-
en US National teams and has 
medaled at every world cham-
pionship she has attended. In 
addition, she earned a gold 
medal at both the 2013 and 
2015 world championships. 
Currently, Coffey is pursuing 
her MBA at Cambridge Uni-
versity in England. This past 
Saturday, Coffey competed for 
Cambridge in the Cancer Re-
search UK Boat Race and beat 
Oxford University by an im-

pressive seven boat lengths. 
Despite Coffey’s extensive 

success in the sport, she did 
not began rowing until she 
came to Andover.

“I didn’t have much row-
ing experience before I got to 
Andover. A lot of people in my 
family had rowed, so I knew 
about the sport, but I had nev-
er competed. I had done a lot 
of sports prior to coming to 
school though, like basketball, 
ice hockey, and soccer. Rowing 
rewards athletes, so the transi-
tion to crew in high school was 
a natural fit,” said Coffey.

As a member of the crew 
team at Andover, Coffey con-
sidered herself to be the clown 
of the team. Looking back, 
she remembers always being 
the first one to crack a joke in 
order to keep the mood light-
hearted and create a positive 
environment on the water.

“I was a clown when I was 
on the team at Andover. I loved 
a good laugh and still do. Row-
ing is a tough sport, so you have 
to find a way to keep it light. I 
think my Senior year we were 
really into the whole ‘suns out, 
guns out’ thing. That morphed 
into, ‘You got a license for those 
things?,’ meaning muscles. I 
think I eventually made actual 

physical laminated licenses for 
everyone on the team for their 
‘guns,’” said Coffey

According to Coffey, her An-
dover crew coach, Katherine 
Green, was a major influence 
in her crew experience at An-
dover. She credits Coach Green 
for instilling in her principles 
of teamwork and competition 
that she has carried with her 
throughout her rowing career.

“My coach, Katherine ‘Luc’ 
Green, really defined my row-
ing experience at Andover. She 
was so passionate about the 
sport and our team. She in-
stilled a lot of self-confidence 
in us as athletes — she taught 
us to love our abilities, our 
bodies, and competing. She 
was also totally honest and in-
different to others’ opinions, 
which was incredibly refresh-
ing for a group of teenagers. I 
actually find myself repeating 
a lot of her sayings to myself 
when I’m in the boat, whether 
it’s about the conditions or the 
race. She really shaped me as 
a person and competitor,” said 
Coffey.

Coffey credits Andover for 
preparing her for the intensity 
of college, both academically 
and athletically, and for teach-
ing her how to balance the dif-

ferent aspects of life.
Coffey said, “The transi-

tion to college athletics was 
pretty seamless from [Ando-
ver.] Andover definitely taught 
me how to perform well un-
der pressure. When you’re at 
school, the workload and the 
extracurricular demands can 
at times be overwhelming, 
but you figure out methods to 
overcome that, and those skills 
will transfer over to whatever 
you choose to do later on in 
life.” 

Coffey continued, “At An-
dover, you learn to prioritize 
what’s important, but more 
than that, you understand the 
value of being well-round-
ed. College, for me, wasn’t all 
about athletics or school or so-
cial life, but a combination of 
all of those things.”

Coffey used these skills to 
tackle her training for The 
Boat Race, which is a 6.7 ki-
lometer rowing race on the 
Thames in London between 
Cambridge and Oxford Uni-
versity. The first men’s race 
was held in 1829, and the first 
women’s race was in 1927. For 
the first time in 25 years, Cam-
bridge won every race this 
year, with Coffey as a member 
of the winning women’s team. 

According to Coffey, she was 
able to successfully balance 
her class work and training by 
prioritizing, working hard and 
taking time to relax.

“Last week, I competed in 
the Boat Race for Cambridge 
University. It was an interest-
ing experience training with 
younger athletes while taking 
part in an intensive MBA pro-
gram. I wasn’t sure what results 
I could expect from myself or 
how to approach training, but 
I was able to excel using some 
of the same techniques I used 
at Andover. If I was struggling 
with an assignment, I would 
go to bed and wake up early 
to finish up. I took everything 
one step at a time. I prioritized 
activities that were important 
to me and added value to my 
experience. I took time to en-
joy the process and my friends. 
I tried my best but didn’t beat 
myself up if I stumbled along 
the way,” said Coffey.

 

CASSIE CHIN

SPECIALFEATURE

After Andover, Coffrey went on to row for four years at Harvard. 
COURTESY OF BEN TUFNELL/ROW360
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New Addison Exhibit Empowers Students 
To Respond to Recent Events

Look of the Week: 
Susan Lee ’19 Employs Mix-and-Match Vintage Style

Comfortable in a chunky plaid car-
digan, Susan Lee ’19 sports one of the 
many vintage pieces that once belonged 
to her grandmother in the ’50s. She of-
ten mixes these with streetwear styles. 

“I want everything Susan owns. She 
has the best wardrobe… She always adds 
a vintage touch, but she never looks out 
of date, which is harder to pull off than 
she makes it seem,” wrote Marieta Rojas 
’18, a friend of Lee’s, in an email to The 
Phillipian. 

Lee considers mixing and matching 
different styles to be very important in 
pulling off her outfits.

“I just think that things put together 
look nicer than if you’re just trying to 
pull off one style. I usually try to mix 
things from [my grandma’s] closets with 
newer stuff, just because I don’t real-
ly want to look like my grandma; I just 
want to take from her style. So I’ll mix a 
lot of old vintage things with my broth-
er’s clothes. I feel like a lot of my style 
is just stolen from my family members, 
and I just put them together,” said Lee. 

According to Lee, her vintage style 
is influenced by her mother and grand-
mother. She finds special pieces from 
decades ago hidden away in their closets 
and attics.  

“Most of the clothes I take are things 
that I’ve never seen them wear, just be-
cause it’s from such a long time ago. I 
went home [this break] with one suit-
case and came back with two or three — 
I took a lot of good things this time. [My 
grandma] used to be a news anchor, and 
[I took] this really good green skirt that 
she used to wear on air,” said Lee.

Lee takes inspiration from her sur-

roundings, whether it’s from her family 
or from her middle school in Korea, and 
incorporates pieces she likes into her 
mix-and-match style. 

“Growing up I saw a lot of typical Ko-
rean wear. I thought that parts of it were 
pretty cool, like a lot of typical Korean 
middle school wear — usually like a pen-
cil skirt and skin-colored tights and the 
coat with this weird kind of buttons on 

it — and I would look at it, and I would 
think parts of it was cool, but put to-
gether I wasn’t really vibing with it… I 
guess that kind of plays into my whole 
mix and match thing — I’m really into 
parts of different outfits, but I wouldn’t 
wear them all together,” said Lee.

Hair color has been a unique way in 
which Lee expresses herself. She con-
siders the practice a vestige of her mid-
dle school career.

“[My hair] was purple at one point, 
it went rainbow, and then I found these 
really cool iridescent hair colors. I think 
the hair thing was definitely a vestige 
of me acting out in middle school. The 
whole Korean middle school thing is 
pretty obedient and not very rebellious, 
and this went with my whole dressing 
in black stint and having my nails black 
thing — I was a pretty typical middle 
schooler,” said Lee. 

“Take a shot,” “fire away,” 
“bulletproof,” and other sim-
ilar phrases are read aloud in 
students’ voices reciting dif-
ferent gun references found 
in mainstream media. Com-
piled from recordings of An-
dover students across several 
art classes, the audio high-
lights the presence of guns 
in our everyday lives. These 
voice recordings are part of 
one of many pieces featured 
in the exhibit “Gun Country.”

“It was really powerful 
listening to the voices of my 
peers talking about and recit-
ing song lyrics relating to gun 
violence, and expressing the 
effect of gun culture in the 
media and in our everyday 
lives,” said viewer Emmeline 
Song ’20.

“Gun Country” is current-
ly on display in the Museum 

Learning Center (MLC) at 
the Addison Gallery of Amer-
ican Art. The sound art piece 
was put together by Steph-
anie Sparling Williams, Vis-
iting Scholar in Art History 
and Assistant Curator, who 
curated the exhibit. Williams 
believed that given the cur-
rent climate and conversa-
tions about gun control, it 
was an important time to look 
at what it means to depict and 
portray guns in art.

“Art-400 Curating the Ad-
dison’s Collection is the first 
class I taught at [Andover] 
in the fall of last year [2017]. 
Over the summer, when I 
started to explore the col-
lection myself and prepare 
for this class, I began to no-
tice the ubiquity of guns in 
the collection. It wasn’t until 
a gap was presented in the 
MLC’s scheduling that I had 
the idea of hanging a ‘gun 
show’ that would bring these 

works together,” wrote Wil-
liams in an email to The Phil-
lipian.

One wall of the exhibit 
is decorated with images of 
boys and young men playfully 
posing with both real and toy 
guns. Another photo, from a 
collection by Larry Clark en-
titled “Tulsa,” depicts a young 
white man sitting on a bed, 
shirtless and smirking as he 
holds up a gun. According to 
the exhibition’s description, 
Clark’s images were intend-
ed to serve as a reminder of 
who is allowed to toy with 
guns. The subject and timing 
of the exhibition was inspired 
by recent events, according to 
Williams.

“If I remember correctly, 
it was only a matter of days 
after [the decision to have 
this exhibit] was made that 
the Las Vegas shooting hap-
pened. The curatorial team 
was stunned, along with the 

rest of the nation, at the Ve-
gas shooting, which seemed 
to immediately give the proj-
ect an added sense of urgen-
cy… Little did we know that 
the months leading up to the 
show would see a barrage of 
gun violence, particularly 11 
school shootings, including 
the one in Florida,” wrote 
Williams.

Another section of the 
MLC displays a row of photo-
graphs from Dick Durrance, 
depicting the horrors and 
struggles soldiers experi-
enced during the Vietnam 
War. One of the collection’s 
photos, “Firing range, Ft. Mc-
Clellan,” depicts a close-up of 
a man’s profile as he holds his 
rifle to his cheek in a shooting 
position.

“The show is hung in the-
matic clusters. Some of these 
clusters include an entire wall 
of photographs that focus on 
children and young adults 
playing and posing with 
guns… Yet another cluster 

focuses on images from pho-
tographer Dick Durrance’s 
important series of Vietnam 
War pictures. There are sev-
eral other thematic moments 
in the show, a few I hope will 
inspire critical engagement 
and debate,” wrote Williams.

Williams hopes that the 
exhibit can allow students at 
Andover to take ownership in 
the conversation about gun 
control. With “Gun Coun-
try,” she hopes that students 
will feel inspired to continue 
their activism and active dis-
cussion.

“My statement regarding 
ownership reflects my sin-
cere hope that students might 
feel inspired to reclaim the 
gallery as a space that is their 
distinctly own,” wrote Wil-
liams. “Most American cities 
do not have art galleries that 
can rival the Addison’s dis-
tinguished holdings, and yet 
here it is on your high school 
campus. Claim it.”
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According to Lee, her go-to outfit is comprised of mom jeans, a jumper, and a turtleneck.

COURTESY OF THE ADDISON GALLERY OF AMERICAN ART

Bill Owens, from Suburbia, 1972, gelatin silver print, 10 in. x 8 in. 

COURTESY OF THE ADDISON GALLERY OF AMERICAN ART

Dick Durrance II, Firing range, Ft. McClellan, Ala., September 1966, gelatin silver print. 
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According to Susan Lee ’19, she scavenges 
for much of her wardrobe from her mother 
and grandmother’s closets.

A.MACAYA/THE PHILLIPIAN

KNOW SOMEONE 
WITH GOOD STYLE???
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With both of their ties undone 
and tuxedo jackets discarded, 
Jackson Diodati ’20, Constan-
tine, wrestles Sam Wright ’19, 
Nikos, to the ground. As roaring 
flames project onto a screen be-
hind them, the thumping bass in 
the background music captures 
the high tension between the 
characters. Above the loud mu-
sic, the character Constantine 
rants about the injustices of how 
men are expected to live in so-
ciety and that men should have 
the right to abuse their wives to 
show them the true pain of life.

This scene was one of many 
fight scenes choreographed by 
fight director, Ted Hewlett, in 
the Theater-920 production, 
‘Big Love.’ Directed by Allen 
Grimm and Billy Murray, In-
structors in Theater and Dance, 
the performance is based off the 
classical Greek play, “The Sup-
pliants” by Aeschylus, and tells 
the story of 50 brides forcefully 
engaged to 50 grooms and their 
struggle to escape. 

“The whole purpose of the 
play is to make you look at what 
we do to each [character]… I 
want [the audience] to do a 
self-reflection, what am I doing 
to that person? Am I burdening 
that person for my own desires, 
or am I supporting that person? 
That’s the purpose of it,” said 
Murray.

The play explores themes of 
gender, morality, love, and pow-
er. In one scene, three brides, 

played by Lesley Tilghman ’19, 
Araba Aidoo ’20, and Junah Jang 
’20 debate their opposing views 
on men. Tilghman, playing Thy-
ona, cries that no men are good 
and are simply ‘biological acci-
dents,’ while Jang protests about 
how she has known loving and 
kind men. 

“When you look at it from a 
bigger picture, it’s a story about 
three sisters being there for each 
other and standing up for their 
own rights in this patriarchal 
world and because their fami-
lies have basically sold them out 
and it plays into how women are 
being sold as commerce in this 
world. These three women are 
banding together to fight against 
the system,” said Aidoo.

The cast of Big Love will per-
form again this summer in Scot-
land at the Edinburgh Fringe 
Festival, the largest performing 
arts festival in the world.

“It’s my first time going to 
Europe…  It’ll be cool because 
we’ve done this show for the last 
term, but to continue memoriz-
ing it and keeping it fresh by the 
time we get to the summer will 
be a challenge, but I’m really ex-
cited,” said Jang.

In one scene, Zar Cordo-
va-Potter ’20, playing the ma-
triarchal character Bella, tosses 
red tomatoes between her hands 
as she walks around stage. She 
compares each tomato to one of 
her 13 sons and speaks of what 
each son has done with his life. 
Bella suddenly begins to hurl the 
tomatoes across the stage at the 
other characters, sending them 
running in fear, as she describes 

her failures as a mother and her 
disappointment in many of her 
sons.

“When I do talk, my character 
tends to monologue a lot…  Mr. 
Murray has beautiful concepts 
of what these characters should 
be, so I’m trying to be married to 
this concept of a character and 
talk for five minutes by myself,” 
said Cordova-Potter.

According to Murray, the cast 
and crew of the play worked to-
gether to develop each part of 
the production cohesively.

“It’s developing the idea, the 
objective, finding how to achieve 
that, same way for the actors. 
What do you want in the scene, 
how are you going to get it, and 

what obstacles are in the way. 
So it’s not just the actors, it’s the 
sounds, the lights, the props — 
it’s everything,” said Murray. 

In a brief interlude of soft 
music after a fight between the 
brides and grooms, Aidoo and 
Wright, whose characters have 
fallen in love despite their forced 
arrangement, emerge from a 
curtained set piece on stage. De-
spite swearing on oath to take 
part to stand with her sisters and 
resist, Aidoo’s character reveals 
that she has turned against her 
sisters and married her cousin 
as was arranged by their father, 
against the girls’ will. She knows 
that she has betrayed her sisters, 
but tries to justify her decisions 

because of the love and connec-
tion that had formed between 
her and her new spouse.

“My favorite scene would 
probably be the love scene be-
tween Lydia and Nikos because 
I feel it’s the climax of the show 
because all of the sisters real-
ly hate their husbands but [my 
character] and Nikos have a very 
strong connection where we 
find we actually have a passion 
for each other despite the fact 
that we’re cousins,” said Aidoo.

 “Big Love” performances 
will take place in Tang Theatre 
on Thursday, March 29, Friday, 
March 30, and Saturday, March 
31 at 7:30pm. Tickets are on sale 
for five dollars.

Cast of ‘Big Love’ to Perform in Scotland this Summer

KATE MACLEOD 
& CC SONG
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In Celeste Ng’s second novel, 
“Little Fires Everywhere,” ra-
cial tensions come to a boiling 
point in suburban Ohio when the 
outwardly perfect house of the 
Richardson family burns to the 
ground. Ng’s second novel grap-
ples with the same themes as her 
2014 debut, “Everything I Never 
Told You,” including motherhood, 
race, and the dangerous facade of 
perfection.

Set in seemingly utopian ’90s suburbia, 
“Little Fires Everywhere” is heavy with 
“Scarlet Letter” allusions and follows the 
Richardson family, particularly their chil-
dren, in the wake of the fire. For instance, 
there’s Lexie, a newly pregnant teenager. 
In a particularly poignant moment, her 
boyfriend Brian, an upper-class African 
American who’s destined for Princeton, 
remarks that he doesn’t want to be “that 
guy — another black kid [who] knocked up 
a girl before he even graduated.” Other 
characters like Mia Warren and her daugh-
ter Pearl grapple with the intersections of 
race, gender, and class in other ways, such 
as how these themes play into morality and 
the world around them.

Even if reading is not your 
thing, be sure to check out 
the upcoming Hulu adap-
tation of the novel, starring 
Reese Witherspoon and 
Kerry Washington. “Little 
Fires Everywhere” cements 
Ng’s status as a contempo-
rary author whose work is 
sure to be read for decades 
to come.

Rating: 10/10
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Zar Cordova-Potter ’20, center, plays Bella, a mother who monologues with tomatoes representing her sons.

“Little Fires 
Everywhere”

by Celeste Ng

RATCLIFF 
REVIEWS

by Ava Ratcliff
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