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Reconsidering Legacy
Irura Nyiha ’20 argues that the con-
sideration of legacy in admissions 
should be reduced. 
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Alumna Achievement
Piper Curtis ’13 becomes an Ulti-
mate Frisbee World Champion.

Arts, B5

Dance Open Preview
Dance Open 2018 features student 
dance groups in 19 performances.

Andover’s long tradition of 
Blue Key Head kisses was dis-
continued this year. On Tuesday 
morning, one day before Valen-
tine’s Day, Jennifer Elliott ’94, 
Dean of Students and Residential 
Life, sent an email on behalf of the 
Deans to announce this decision. 

The Deans wrote in the an-
nouncement email that there had 
been past members of Andover’s 
community who felt “triggered” 
by the tradition. The email listed 
these concerns as stemming from 
“the ways in which older students 
approach other students, the 
physical act of kissing, or the vis-
ible mark of these kisses.”

Elliott elaborated on these 
reasons in an interview with The 
Phillipian.  

M.CALLAHAN/THE PHILLIPIAN
Abby Enes ’18 applies lipstick in front of the Paresky Commons mirrors. Despite the cancellation of Blue Key Head kisses this year, some students wore red 
lipstick and give kisses thorughout the day. 

SOPHIA LEE & 
ZAINA QAMAR

Eighth Page, A8

The Eighth Page
Just your average comedy, defi-
nitely not anything CRAZY.

Mapitigama ’21 Wins 
GeograBee, $100 Prize

Lasal Mapitigama ’21, winner 
of the 2018 GeograBee, walked 
away with $100 last Sunday. For 
28 years, the annual GeograBee 
competition has allowed students 
to test their geography knowledge 
against their peers. 

“It rooted from the bee that 
National Geographic started in 
1989. The goal was to improve 
geography literacy among young 
people. Here at [Andover], it was 
pioneered here by a former alum-
ni Neil Fry [’99],” said Jose Peralta, 
Instructor in Biology, in his intro-
duction to the event. 

The event was organized by 
Peralta and staffed by Victor Leos, 
Fellow in Community Engage-
ment, and Diamond Gray, Teach-
ing Fellow in Art.

Peralta wrote in an email to The 
Phillipian, “GeograBee is a vehicle 
for us to keep geographic knowl-
edge of people and places in our 
students’ minds.”

This year, 40 students compet-
ed for the grand prize. The event, 

hosted by Evelyn Wu ’18, followed 
a quiz-bowl-style competition in 
which competitors buzzed in to 
answer questions.  

Unlike in the past, this year’s 
GeograBee had no dorm contests 
or cluster finals. Instead, anyone 
who wanted to participate could 
register for the GeograBee online.

Audience member Valerie Tang 

ALEX PARK & 
COLIN MCNAMARA-BOR-

DEWICK

Continued on A6, Column 1

New Affinity Group on Campus: Asian Women Empowerment

Asian Women Empower-
ment (AWE), a new affinity 
group for Asian women on 
campus, gathered for the first 
time in the Community and 
Multicultural Development 
(CAMD) office for Thai food 
and discussion this Wednes-
day. 

Co-heads Hazel Koh ’21 and 
Katherine Wang ’21 founded 
AWE in order to connect Asian 
women on campus and to pro-
vide a safe space for discuss-
ing issues pertaining to race 
and gender. The affinity group 
is open to both cis and queer, 
Asian, female-identifying stu-
dents. 

Koh said, “We wanted a 
safe space for Asian women, 

and we felt that we wanted a 
space where we could talk… 
We know that since Asians are 
considered the model minori-
ty, some of our problems can 
get overlooked.” 

The faculty advisors for 
AWE, Lilia Cai-Hurteau, In-
structor and Chair in Chinese, 
and Coreen Martin, Instructor 
in English, are looking to cre-
ate an environment of support 
and conversation for Asian stu-
dents who identify as female. 

“I’m just looking to empow-
er a group of students on cam-
pus that may have not seen a 
lot of role models that look like 
them both at the school level 
and the international level. I 
think the kids are excited, too, 
because it’s something they’ve 
been wanting to have: a space 
for them,” said Cai-Hurteau. 

Martin said, “It’s possibly 

game changing for the par-
ticipants because… believe it 
or not, even in 2018, we still 
struggle with the model mi-
nority myth and in particular 
how it plays out for girls and 
women. Because, on top of 
that, we also… [still] struggle 
against sexist ideas about how 
women aren’t natural leaders.” 

Martin continued, “Even 
though there are Asian wom-
en who have groundbreaking 
politicians and scholars and 
activists, we still tend not to 
recognize them as such. The 
very first woman of color 
elected to congress in the his-
tory of the United States was 
an Asian-American woman, 
[Mazie Hirono], but we don’t 
celebrate that. We don’t ac-
knowledge that as much as we 
should.”

Cai-Hurteau attributes the 

silencing of problems Asian 
women face to “positive ste-
reotyping” and wants students 
to utilize AWE as an outlet to 
feel that their problems are 
real and worthy of attention. 

Cai-Hurteau said, “[Asian 
women are] supposed to be the 
quiet and hardworking people, 
and that’s the positive stereo-
typing that we sort of need to 
debunk so that kids can come 
forward with their issues and 
they can have a place where 
they talk about it and see that 
other people have issues, too…” 

Ava Long ’21, who attended 
the first AWE meeting, said, “I 
feel like I’ve [had a hard time] 
to face the fact that I’m Asian, 
and I’ve been a little self con-
scious about it. There are just 
certain stereotypes around it, 
and I feel like certain people 
look at me and see that I’m 

Asian and they think that’s all 
there is to me. I want to feel 
empowered to step outside of 
that.”

IANNA RAMDHANY 
CORREA

D.TULLER/THE PHILLIPIAN

Hazel Koh ’21, pictured left, and 
Katherine Wang ’21, pictured right, 
are the co-heads of AWE.

Blue Key 
Head Kisses 
Cancelled

Snyder Center Dedication: Snyder ’59 Cuts Ribbon at Ceremony

Steve Snyder ’59, pictured above, visited campus last weekend to tour the new athletic facility named in his honor. See A5 for more photos.
J.BUEHLER/THE PHILLIPIAN

Kathryn McQuade: 
Author, Teacher, and House Counselor

Now in her fourteenth year 
at Andover, Kathryn McQuade, 
Instructor in English, balances 
teaching classes, developing a 
summer workshop, house coun-
seling in Nathan Hale House, 
and more. McQuade’s first novel, 
“Two Harbors,” was published 
in 2005 under the name Kate 
Benson. Right now, she is hard 
at work on a second novel, “The 
Translator’s Daughter.”

McQuade’s newest novel is 
the first of a two-book deal and 
is set for publication by William 
Morrow, an imprint of Harper-
Collins, in the summer of 2019. 
The novel will follow a group 
of students at a boarding school 
who unsuccessfully try to solve 
the murder of a teacher. This 
murder becomes a turning point 
in the students’ lives after school, 
which McQuade tracks through-
out the novel.

“This book feels entirely dif-
ferent, particularly because the 

first draft of [“Two Harbors”] I 
wrote when I was in college… for 
an academic assignment. That’s 
not true anymore obviously, so I 
have to go seek out my prompts 
and my assignments… In some 
ways, I felt I was writing the sto-
ries just for me and nobody was 
watching, and I could do more 
experimental things with them, 
and that was really fun,” Mc-
Quade said.

On campus, students describe 
McQuade as upbeat and encour-
aging whether in the dorm or in 
the classroom.

“Every single day when she 
walks into class, she’s literally 
like a beam of sunshine, and she’s 
smiling so brightly. She has this 
positive, happy countenance al-
ways, and she’s so energetic… I 
think it’s hard to have a balance 
of being really positive and happy 
but also encouraging your stu-
dents to grow… but she’s both,” 
said Lila Brady ’18.

Nathan Hale resident Phoebe 
Bicks ’21 agreed.

Bicks said, “Ms. McQuade is 

such an amazing house counsel-
or. During dorm meetings, even 
if we have a problematic topic to 
discuss, she always always adds a 
positive tone to things and is al-
ways smiling.”

Although she says she loves 
her job now, McQuade did not 
always want to be a teacher. 
She found Andover through the 
Teaching Fellow program in 
2004 and has continued to teach 
English and writing ever since.

“I was a teaching fellow here 
in 2004, which was a little bit of 
an accident. I actually thought for 
a really long time I was going to 
go into publishing… then realized 
very late in college that I actually 
didn’t want to work in publish-
ing. I had to suddenly figure out 
what I wanted to do and what 
I thought I wanted to do was 
teaching, so the Teaching Fellow 
[program] is a really amazing 
program because it lets you come 

AVA RATCLIFF
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Evelyn Wu ’18, pictured above, 
served as the host of this year’s 
GeograBee.

Continued on A7, Column 1
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Unlike previous years, our ten Blue Key 
Heads were not the only ones wearing 
red lipstick this Valentine’s Day. After the 
administrative decision to ban Blue Key 
Head Kisses, much of the student body wore 
red lipstick in defense of the long standing 
Andover tradition.

Although a great number of students have 
already expressed their disappointment 
regarding the loss of the unique Valentine’s 
tradition, we are most frustrated by the lack 
of transparency and communication between 
the administration and the student body in 
regard to this change. 

This divergence from tradition reportedly 
stemmed from a longer conversation 
regarding the Blue Key Head kisses tradition. 
Two years ago, it was decided that clear, verbal 
consent was required prior to receiving a Blue 
Key Head kiss. Given the years of discussion 
prior to the decision, it’s surprising that 
students were not invited to discuss the issue 
or officially notified more than 24 hours 
before Valentine’s Day. While we appreciate 
the transparency of the the administration 
after the decision, there should have been 
opportunities for students to voice their 
opinions while the decision was being made.

Beyond this instance, there is a pattern 
in the lack of correspondence between the 
administration and the students. Just last 
week, more than 500 students signed a 
petition against the repurposing of Pearson 
A. Last year, much of the student body was 
in uproar about the implementation of the 

4x5 schedule, later reversed after further 
discourse with both students and faculty.

Students recognize this problem. The 
petition to save Pearson A was an exceptional 
display of solidarity among Andover students 
who want to be heard. Those running for 
leadership positions also often emphasize 
the need for more transparency in their 
platforms — it was mentioned in all three 
co-presidential candidate pairs’ platforms 
last year. Our elected student government 
representatives are eager to serve as the 
bridge between the administration and the 
student body, recognizing and emphasizing 
the need for open communication channels.

Traditions change, but new traditions 
should be built with the involvement of 
the entire community. It is up to all of us 
– students, teachers, and administration 
alike – to make sure that these avenues for 
conversation are being used to their fullest 
capability.

This editorial represents the views of The 
Phillipian, vol. CXLI 

Talk to Us

Editorial

Corrections:
A news article misstated a student’s class year. Mae Zhao is a member of the Class of 2018.
An arts article misstated a student’s class year. Moni Cepeda is a member of the Class of 2020.
A news spread misstated a student’s name. W.  Jake Zanazzi was included in “Cum Laude Candidates.”

The Phillipian regrets the errors.
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China, Korea, Japan: Nations at Odds
KEISHI KIMURA

KIMCHI, SUSHI, AND 
dumplings. K-pop, J-
pop, and C-pop. Many 

Andover students seem to 
view Korea, Japan, and Chi-
na as fundamentally similar 
countries with only small, 
trivial distinctions. The ma-
jority of our community is 
unaware that these nations 
actually have major histori-
cal, social, and cultural dif-
ferences, and are frequently 
in conflict with one another. 

Diplomatic tensions be-
tween China, South Korea, 
and Japan have reached an 
alarming high this past de-
cade. Japan faces territo-
rial disputes with both China 
and Korea, with the Diaoyu 
or Senkaku Islands and the 
Dokdo or Takeshima Islands 
respectively. Japan and Ko-
rea are still debating the mat-
ter of “comfort women,” who 
were forced into prostitution 
by the Japanese army before 
and during World War II af-
ter Korea called on Japan 
to review their 2015 settle-
ment on the issue. Relations 
between China and Korea 
became strained earlier this 
year over the Thaad missile 
defense system. Only the nu-
clear threat of North Korea 
has diverted the three coun-
tries’ attentions from these 
and many other disputes. 

The animosity between 
these three countries is also 
expressed on an interper-
sonal level. The views of Chi-
nese, Japanese, and South 
Korean citizens towards each 
other are more distasteful 
than most Americans expect. 
I have experienced this per-
sonally when I was the only 
Japanese student studying 
at a junior boarding school 

in the United States. An old-
er Korean girl, whom I had 
never met before, randomly 
asked for my opinion on the 
Sea of Japan naming dispute 
— the argument over whether 
the body of water bordered 
by Japan and Korea should be 
named the Sea of Japan or the 
East Sea — and laughed when 
I responded that I didn’t 
know. Many older Chinese 
and Korean students have 
also jokingly criticized Ja-
pan in front of my face. This 
hostility goes both ways: I’ve 
heard my Japanese grand-
parents express dislike to-
wards China and Korea when 
watching the news, and I 
have also come across many 
stereotypes of China and Ko-
rea from Japanese Internet 
users.

Given that China, Japan, 
and Korea have such severe 
problems with each other, it 

is even more worrisome that 
many people assume that they 
are culturally and politically 
homogeneous. Four weeks 
ago, on Martin Luther King 
Jr. (MLK) Day, poet and pro-
fessor Claudia Rankine spoke 
to the school about white su-
premacy. She discussed the 
consequences of racism and 
microaggressions, and how 
we, as citizens, can overcome 
these issues. When showing 
a Chinese laundry detergent 
commercial as an example of 
Afrophobia in Asia, however, 
Rankine wrongly labelled it 
a Japanese advertisement. 
When the news of her error 
spread across campus, many 
students shrugged it off with-
out carefully considering 
its consequences. Incidents 
like this one cause students 
to group the three countries 
into a singular bubble, ignor-
ing the political strife be-

tween them.
Living in close quarters 

with Chinese and Korean 
students has taught me to 
understand their perspec-
tives and befriend them, tran-
scending the conflicts that 
exist between our countries. 
However, these problems still 
persist in the outside world 
and are relevant to Ando-
ver as well, but they are not 
acknowledged by our cam-
pus. As a school where over 
a thousand students from 
across the globe gather and 
study, Andover has a respon-
sibility to examine politi-
cal tensions between China, 
Korea, and Japan, especially 
when many of the school’s in-
ternational students are from 
these countries. 

Andover must draw atten-
tion towards these disputes 
in the classroom, in extracur-
riculars, and in school-wide 

events such as MLK Day. We 
must promote awareness and 
discuss how the three coun-
tries can resolve conflict. 
Most importantly, the Ando-
ver community must express 
political and cultural sensi-
tivity towards China, Korea, 
and Japan. By doing so, we 
can foster a more inclusive 
environment for students 
from these countries and 
give them a chance to reflect 
on problems back home, not 
only issues within the United 
States. Hopefully, examining 
these three nations will lead 
us to think critically about 
other regions as well, giving 
us a better understanding of 
the world in an era of com-
plex global affairs. 

j.harris/the phillipian

Keishi Kimura is a new Lower 
from Tajimi, Japan.

Email srao1, azhu, and kaouga
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A REDDIT USER BY the 
name of “deepfakes” 
has successfully cre-

ated an A.I. script capable of 
compiling source images of 
celebrities and superimposing 
their faces onto pornographic 
videos. The scary part is that 
the low resolution and sound-
less clips generated by the 
program are virtually indistin-
guishable from real videos. In 
addition, the user did it using 
open-source machine learning 
tools that are readily available 
for public use. 

“Oh my!” I thought as I shut 
off my computer, “this isn’t 
science fiction anymore — it 
isn’t even some big budget 
Elon Musk Tesla space rocket 
thing.” With the introduction 

of the deepfakes app, the idea 
is that anyone with a decent 
graphics processing unit can 
create videos of whoever they 
want doing whatever they 
want them to do in their fan-
tasies. Currently, as the pro-
gram requires at least tens of 
hours of video and thousands 
of source images to create a 
believable clip about seven 

minutes long, we aren’t quite 
at that level of technological 
prowess — yet. Nonetheless, it 
is about time we consider and 

address the implications of 
this technology.

Recently, mainstream sites 
like Twitter, Reddit, and even 
Pornhub have decided to ban 
the A.I.-generated fake videos 
due to an alleged violation of 
their policies. They have all 
deemed these deepfakes non-
consensual, illegal, and “invol-
untary pornography.” Many in-
ternet activists have rejoiced at 
the withdrawal of the content, 
flipping a middle finger at the 
perverts who developed this 
devil’s playtool and the freaks 
who wanted to watch Emma 
Watson strip-teasing. Person-
ally, however, although I feel 
like deepfakes themselves are 
not a good thing, the spread of 
the technology used to create 
them is — hear me out.

The truth is that this tech-
nology has already been out 

for a long time. Just look at 
the mind-boggling CGI in 
blockbusters! The only new 
information that these deep-
fakes reveal is how accessible 
this technology has become, 
as previous professional big-
budget labor has been trans-
formed into pretty much a 

one button operation. This 
knowledge came as a shock to 
many people, and has incited 
an outbreak of journalists and 
YouTubers attempting to cover 
this issue. 

The realization that such 
technology is so readily avail-
able is a harsh but crucial 
awakening. This way, when 
the technology actually falls 
into evil hands (let’s say, if a 
politician tries to use deep-
fakes to simulate a scandal of 
his opponent), the media and 
the people will be more alert 
and less prone to manipula-
tion. Victims of blackmail will 
not have their reputations tar-
nished without further proof 

of their alleged actions. 
The opposite may be true as 

well; if someone films an influ-
ential figure doing something 
abhorrent, they may be able to 
absolve themselves by claiming 
that the video has been faked 
using machine learning. How-
ever, the more the general pub-
lic knows about the technology 
used to create deepfakes, the 
better we will become at dis-
tinguishing real videos from 
fake ones. We must actively 
spread awareness of the ex-
istence of this technology to 
curb the potential damage that 
it can cause.

As computational costs 
plummet and programs be-
come more optimized, it won’t 
be long before it becomes im-
possible to distinguish real 
from fake. Since almost ev-
eryone has a Snapchat, Insta-
gram, and Twitter nowadays, 
an amateur using the program 
can effectively use public pho-
tos on their target’s social me-
dia to create videos intended 
for blackmail or revenge. In 
this sense, though the deep-
fakes are a violation of consent 
laws and should be banned, 
the spread of them did us some 
good: I can at least inform you 
all about the technology that 
enables the creation of the vid-
eos. 

F OR THIS SCHOOL 
to successfully main-
tain its repertoire as 

la crème de la crème of high 
schools in America, it needs to 
be the spearhead for innova-
tion. The construction of the 
Snyder Center and the Gelb 
Observatory, for example, are 
two of many state-of-the-art 
facilities that distinguish An-
dover from many academic 
centers around the world. And 
this is where the law of sup-
ply and demand kicks in. The 
school requires venture capi-
tal to promulgate new projects 
and construct new facilities: 
1.058 billion dollars, to be exact. 
So, wealthy alumni generously 
support the school by donating 
extremely large sums of money. 

From the surface level, this 
may seem innocent enough. 
These donations are made to 
enhance the future of the An-
dover community. However, 
underneath the table lies the 
murky and unofficial agree-
ments which guarantee that 

the “legacy” of the donor fam-
ily will forever live on, through 
their children, grandchildren, 
and their descendants to come. 
And this is not an exaggeration. 
According to a study done by 
Richard Kahleberg, a graduate 

from Harvard Law School and 
the “intellectual father of the 
economic integration move-
ment” in schooling, being a 
legacy at the top 19 selective 
colleges in America raised an 
applicant’s chances of admis-
sion by 19.7 percent. 

Although I do not know the 
extent to which legacies af-
fect the admissions process at 
Andover specifically, we know 

that legacy does play a role, 
and it should not. For families 
who support Andover through 
donations, however impactful 
those gestures of kindness are 
to our community, we should 
never allow them to influence 
the fundamental stance of mer-
itocracy that we parade on our 
banners. It is essentially a sys-
tem of aristocratic hierarchy 
wherein accomplished and am-
bitious prospects can be denied 
a shot at glory simply because 
they were not born into the 
“correct” household. How is 
this any different from the situ-
ation in Elizabethan England, if 
I may ask?

Andover supports diversity 
and actively works to encour-
age the implementation of the 
“Youth From Every Quarter” 
manifesto. However, the inclu-
sion of legacy in the admissions 
process contradicts the whole 
purpose of that movement.

I come from Kenya, a third-
world country, and many stu-
dents back home would do 
anything to have access to an 
average public school in Amer-
ica, let alone an outstanding 

school such as Andover. By al-
lowing legacy to influence the 
admissions process, we are 
denying those same peoples 
(along with general working 
Americans) an Andover edu-
cation not based on their work 
ethic or talents, but based on 

their socioeconomic class. This 
is the very definition of corrup-
tion, and there is no justifica-
tion for denying someone the 
privilege to a brighter future 
in the pursuit of happiness be-
cause of someone else’s unde-
served “birthright.”  

The American educational 
system presents crossroads 
of opportunity. This potential 
ticket to social mobility for so 

many diligent Americans and 
immigrants, however, is cur-
rently being grabbed by the 
families whose names are em-
boldened onto our towering 
classrooms.

I admit, it will be extremely 
difficult to uproot a system that 
has lasted throughout the ages. 
Andover benefits from and 
needs a flow of resources and 
assets from patrons and spon-
sors. But if our school — and 
America as a whole — is going 
to stay competitive and cohe-
sive, it needs to provide a qual-
ity education for all, not just for 
an elite class adept at repro-
ducing privilege across genera-
tions. We cannot pragmatically 
eliminate legacy admissions 
completely, at least not in this 
generation, but we can reduce 
it by a reasonable percentage. 
Hopefully, as a community, we 
will find a way to financially 
sustain Andover’s endeavors 
while still upholding its meri-
tocratic values.

Legacies’ Leg Up: Inequity in Admissions

Irura Nyiha is a new Lower 
from Nairobi, Kenya.

z.stewart/the phillipian

IRURA NYIHA

It is a system of aristo-
cratic hierarchy wherein 
accomplished and ambi-

tious prospects can be 
denied a shot at glory 

simply because they were 
not born into the “cor-

rect” household.

There is no justification 
for denying someone the 

privilege to a brighter 
future in the pursuit of 
happiness because of 
someone else’s unde-
served “birthright.”  

Andy Zeng is a new Lower 
from Palo Alto, Calif.

ANDY ZENG

Minimizing Damage of “Deepfakes”

The realization that such 
technology is so readily 
available is a harsh but 

crucial awakening.

The more the general 
public knows about the 

technology used to create 
deepfakes, the better we 

will become at distin-
guishing real videos from 

fake ones.

I.LEE/the phillipian



A4 NEWS T h e  P h i l l i p i a n February 16, 2018

Andover and Abbot Athletics in The 
1950s

COURTESY OF ANDOVER ARCHIVES

One of the more popular sports at Abbot Academy in the 1950s was fencing. Though just be-
ginning its legacy at the institution, many young women, as stated in the 1951 Abbot Academy 
yearbook, “eagerly tried [their] skill at Abbot’s new sport, fencing, feeling quite dashing in white 
jackets and masks.” Students wishing to fence were taught the correct ways to hold weaponry and 
skillfully defeat opponents. 

Q&A with Steve Snyder ’59

What sparked your interest 
in track?

 Speaking of new buildings, I 
arrived here 1952 or 1953 which 
is the year Memorial Gym opened 
and the new gym had five squash 
courts. That was the beginning of 
squash, there was no squash pri-
or to that time. However, it was 
so popular that it was restricted 
to Uppers and Seniors. Clearly, I 
was a lowly Junior at Rockwell 
house, and I couldn’t participate 
for that reason… I think it’s still 
true today… where proctors in 
the first year houses to help us get 
through the early rigors of an An-
dover experience. I had a proctor… 
who just happened to be captain 
of the varsity track team, and he 
convinced a group of us to come 
out there and race him in the for-
ty yard dash. So I went out with a 
group of friends and we raced and 
I beat him, and that was the begin-
ning of my track career. I was im-
mediately recruited to the team.   

 
Did you play any other 

sports?
I did a little soccer and a little 

intramural before track that first 
fall. I never got to play squash as 
I wasn’t old enough and I joke 
that now I’m old enough. And I 
can still play — I ran on the track 
on Thursday with Becky Hession, 
[Head Coach of Indoor Track], 
and I asked her if I was the first 
eighty-year-old she had ever run 
with, but we didn’t run much. I 
did it only to see what the track 
felt like because my track was in 
the Cage which was a dirt track. It 
was 150 yards around, and it was 
really replaced later by a hard sur-
face but I ran on dirt. Yards mor-
phed into meters in the last cen-
tury, so all of us who ran in yards 
set our records in yards are tech-
nically now obsolete. But that’s 
where I ran, and I loved the facil-
ities at that time I think the new 
facility is just amazing... We have 
twelve wonderful squash courts, 
I watched some of the students 
play squash there yesterday... who 
seem to really, really enjoy it. 

 
Did you have any say in the 

planning process of the build-
ing?

I did — I was able to review it in 
the early stages. But I want to say 
that the vision and the leadership 
of [Head of School] John Palfrey, 
Peter Currie ’74, and the Board of 
Trustees [were] really fabulous 
and that’s why we have this build-
ing. 

 
Do you have any hopes for 

future athletes?
You know, for the first 100 

[years] there was no such thing 
as organized athletics [and] now 
we have organized athletics here. 
And Andover’s commitment to 
athletics really needs to be ac-
knowledged in addition to its 
great academics because they say 
you learn a lot a lot in athletics. 
You learn about competition, you 
learn about sportsmanship, you 
learn about true grit and your own 

capacity and on and on… so I think 
it’s part of the learning process. I 
think to develop the champions is 
only a small part; everybody who 
participates in athletics learns 
about themselves as part of that 
traditional experience. 

 
How did track transform 

your Andover career? 
I learned a lot from [track] and 

from the coaches. It taught me a 
lot and gave me the confidence to 
deal with all the things that you 
deal with at Andover and later in 
life. I learned how to compete… 
and I think it’s important to ac-
knowledge Andover’s commit-
ment to athletics in addition to its 
terrific academic program.

 
Did you do anything other 

than track?
[I was] Editor-in-Chief of “Pot 

Pourri,” and I was a proctor [in] 
Will Hall, which no longer exists. 
So I got to return some of the fa-
vors that I got from proctors [and 
I got] gratification...in assisting 
some of the younger boys. I was 
in the Blue Key [too, and] lots of 
things, but I think athletics and 
the Pot Pourri where probably 
two of the most significant things. 

 
Any advice for current stu-

dents?
Well, this is a rich mine  — when 

I say mine, I mean a gold mine or 
a silver mine — to participate in… 
You’ve got the education, you’ve 
got different forms of educa-
tion, the academics, the athletics, 
you’ve got the students… You’ve 
got people bringing their different 
cultures, so you learn from one 
another. You’ve got their thinking 
and their customs and their be-
liefs, and I think that’s a very rich 
part Andover experience. 

 
Anything else you would like 

to add?
I omitted one important thing 

and that is learning from the 
coaches. I mean, I think Steve Sor-
rota was both the football coach 
and the track coach when I was 
here, and, of course, there’s a track 
named after him. I think coaches 
impart a great deal of informa-
tion and confidence and other 
things to the students. And also of 
course... the other teachers. I had 
some wonderful teachers when I 
was here. American History was 
the most dominant course when I 
was here, and I took it from Fritz 
Allace. He would bring his banjo 
in and play some of the early patri-
ots’ songs. So it’s such a wonder-
ful experience, and there are so 
many facets to it... Of course, the 
art gallery is absolutely wonder-
ful I went over to see my favorite 
painting yesterday. It’s a painting 
called “Moonlight Wolf” by Rem-
ington, and sometimes when I’ve 
been up here, it’s been out on loan 
traveling, but it was there yester-
day, so I got a chance to [see] it 
again... There are so many parts to 
the Andover experience that were 
very meaningful to me. 

COURTESY OF ANDOVER ARCHIVES

Although still a prominent multi-seasonal sport on campus today, crew’s reputation at Andover 
has fluctuated over the years. Around the turn of the century, the sport lost popularity at the Acad-
emy. However, crew regained its fame on campus during the 1955-1956 school year when 107 boys 
signed up for the spring season, which led to Fall Crew becoming an annual sport. Pictured above 
is a boat from the 1956 spring crew season, which took second place at the Interscholastic Race in 
Worcester. 

Abbot Academy offered a variety of sports for female students in 1956. However, Title IX, a federal law that 
prohibited sex discrimination in educational programs, had not been passed yet. This meant that Abbot 

teams were not allowed to play competitively. 

Sports offered by Abbot Academy included archery, cheer, fencing, skiing, ping pong, and badminton, 
many of which are not offered at Andover today. As of 1965, teams were not allowed to compete compet-

itively, so Abbot Academy divided its student body into two teams for intramural sports: the Gargoyles 
and Griffins. In their Junior years, a students would be initiated into one of these two teams in which they 

would remain for the rest of their Abbot careers. Sports remained intramural until 1972, when Title IX went 
into effect, allowing female students to participate in competitive physical activity.  

Andover offered competitive sports for male students in 1956. These included baseball, which was the first 
team sport at Andover, along with football, soccer, cross country, basketball, hockey, swimming, winter 
track, skiing, squash, wrestling, boxing, sprint track, lacrosse, tennis, golf, and crew. Sports at Andover 

were more intense and competitive, as the school’s reputation was on the line when they competed 
against schools like Tabor, Phillips Exeter Academy, and sometimes even Harvard University.  

COURTESY OF ANDOVER ARCHIVES

 Football was one of Andover’s first and most popular sports. Drawing in players and spectators 
alike, the sport mainly consisted of two teams from different schools, Exeter being the first that 
was played in a game. In the 1950s, all Junior Varsity teams were assembled based on age, weight, 
and experience.

Reporting by Isabel Mikheev & Ross Vieira
Steve Snyder ’59, former An-

dover track captain and prima-
ry donor for the newly opened 

Snyder Center athletic facility, is 
an eight-letter varsity track star, 

winner of the New England Inter-
scholastic 40-Yard Dash at age 14, 
and recipient of the Sorota Track 
Trophy for exhibiting “outstand-
ing character and the will to win.” 
But Snyder’s time at Andover was 
not dominated solely by track. He 

was also Editor-in-Chief of Pot 
Pourri and a proctor in Will Hall. 

Reporting by Gwen Robinson

COURTESY OF ANDOVER ARCHIVES

Much like at Andover today, Andover-Exeter competitions in 
the 1950s were a time for Andover students to take a break from 
their studies and compete against Exeter. Andover’s success in 
Track was greatly measured through these competitions, as most 
other meets during their season were against college freshman 
teams. These competitions helped the team, as some may say, 
“Wreck The Ex.” 

J. BUEHLER/THE PHILLIPIAN
Steve Snyder ’59 holding the offi-
cial key for the new Snyder Center
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The Board of Trustees came 
to campus last weekend for the 
annual Trustee winter meetings. 
According to a press release, the 
Trustees participated in a work-
shop focused on equity and in-
clusion. The workshop was or-
ganized by Head of School John 
Palfrey and Linda Carter Grif-
fith, Assistant Head of School for 
Equity and Inclusion.

Robert Greene, author of five 
international bestsellers, led the 
workshop with members of the 
Senior Administrative Council. 
The workshop focused on un-

conscious bias, asking partici-
pants to identify and raise their 
own implicit biases. 

Trustees also discussed the 
upcoming steps of the campus 
master plan. According to the 
press release, architects from 
Architectural Resources Cam-
bridge (ARC) led a virtual tour 
for the new 30,000-square-foot 
music building, which will be 
twice as large as Andover’s cur-
rent music building, Graves Hall.

Nancy Jeton, Special Assis-
tant to the Head of School, said, 
“The music program in partic-
ular is a program that is robust 
and does amazing things. Kids 
have incredible opportunities, 

but they are operating in sub-op-
timal physical facilities. We want 
to be able to provide better for 
them, which is what happened 
with the new athletics building.” 

Before the new music build-
ing, the most immediate addition 
to campus will be a renovated 
version of the Oliver Wendell 
Holmes Library (OWHL). Thom-
as Lockerby, Secretary of the 
Academy, noted that the library 
renovation is top priority in com-
ing months. As of January 31, 
2018, 15 million of the 20 million 
dollars needed for the renova-
tion have been raised, according 

to the press release. 
Another major topics dis-

cussed at Trustee Weekend was 
sustaining need-blind admis-
sion. For the twelfth year in a 
row, Andover’s budget for need-
blind admission has allowed the 
school to accept students regard-
less of their financial need.

Jim Ventre ’79, Dean of Ad-
missions and Financial Aid, 
and Fernando Alonso, Dean of 
Administration and Finance, 
presented to Trustees on how 
Andover operates need-blind 
admission. They explained that 
as the number of applicants rise, 

need-blind admission becomes 
a greater priority for the admis-
sion committee.  

Trustees also discussed 
all-gender housing and its suc-
cess in its first year. Jennifer 
Elliott ’94, Dean of Students 
and Residential Life, and Emma 
Staffaroni, Instructor in English 
and House Counselor in the 
all-gender dorm Alumni House, 
spoke to Trustees on how Ando-
ver will continue to enforce a re-
spectful and supportive environ-
ment in both the all-gender dorm 
and in the wider community.

 

“We always feel like our prior-
ity is students’ safety and wellbe-
ing, and we’re trying really hard to 
balance what some kids reflect as 
a tradition that feels joyful and fun 
and really well-intentioned and 
what other folks feel could do po-
tential harm,” said Elliott.

In the past, students would buy 
kisses from the Blue Key Heads 
for other students to receive on 
Valentine’s Day. In addition, Blue 
Key Heads would give out choco-
lates, flowers, and “Extravaganzas,” 
elaborate performances that were 
unique to each Blue Key Head. In 
2016, the Blue Key Heads modified 
the tradition to include an ask for 
consent for each kiss.

Despite the elimination of kiss-
es this year, Blue Key Heads still 
dressed up and gave out hugs and 
candy to students on Wednesday. 

“We shouldn’t take the ‘repeal’ 
of Blue Key Head kisses as a way 
to not celebrate Valentine’s Day. I 
think Valentine’s Day is a really fan-
tastic opportunity to spread love in 
the community,” said Eastlyn Fran-
kel ’18. 

Regardless of the fact that he 
was still able to celebrate Valen-
tine’s Day, however, Jeffrey Steele 
’20 expressed his sympathy for the 
2018 Blue Key Heads not being 
able to carry out the tradition.

“I know that they are very dis-
appointed about it because they 
were looking forward to it. They 
had worked all this time to be a 
Blue Key Head, and they only get to 
be it for one year. This is something 
they were looking forward to, and 
it’s been ripped away from them, so 
I’m very disappointed,” said Steele. 

Elliott clarified that the decision 
was nothing personal against this 
year’s particular group of Blue Key 
Heads. 

“It’s really part of a much lon-

ger-standing conversation around 
our efforts to build a culture of re-
spect and consent and inclusion 
and trying to figure out how to 
navigate and really move forward 
those efforts while maintaining fun 
and joyful traditions,” said Elliott.  

Prior to Elliott’s email an-
nouncement, rumors had circu-
lated regarding the decision. One 
student, Abigail Enes ’18, created 
a petition on Change.org to appeal 
to the Deans in order to block the 
decision. Within a day, the petition 
gained over 300 signatures.

“I started the petition because 
one of the reasons the Deans decid-
ed against keeping Blue Key head 
kisses was what they thought was 
a lack of student support, and we 
wanted to show them that this was 
a tradition that people loved on this 
campus,” said Enes.

According to Enes, some stu-
dents have issue with the cancel-
lation of the Blue Key Head kisses 
because they felt that there was a 
lack of transparency from the ad-
ministration and faculty involved. 

“Instead of having it be a dis-
cussion, it was more of them telling 
us what we were going to do,” said 
Enes. 

Chi Igbokwe ’21 expressed 
agreement and fear that a change 
without communication to the 
student body would affect the re-
lationship between the administra-
tion and student body. 

“I just feel like this is an example 
of adults overpowering students… 
things like this keep happening 
where adults just make executive 
decisions on a student issue with-
out asking the students what their 
opinion is, then I feel like nothing’s 
ever going to be accurately reflect-
ed of the student body,” said Igbok-
we.

Kathryn McQuade, Instructor 
in English, said that she sympa-
thized with the administration’s 
decision to change the tradition, 

noting that the controversy sur-
rounding the decision provides an 
opportune moment to begin a dia-
logue about consent. 

“Anytime a tradition is ques-
tioned because it makes people 
uncomfortable [is] a great moment 
to pause and ask where that dis-
comfort comes from. For many, I 
think the discomfort comes from 
the way the kissing tradition asks 
students to practice problematic 
forms of consent: saying yes to an 
intimacy they haven’t asked for in 
a public venue where it’s hard to 
say no. This is by no means a criti-
cism of the Blue Key Heads nor of 
anyone who sent kisses to friends. 
Everyone involved in the buying, 
selling, and receiving of kisses un-
doubtedly has good intentions,” 
said McQuade. 

Frankel hopes that faculty and 
student relationships would be giv-
en the opportunity to thrive under 
the new perspectives provided by 
the administrative change. 

“I would also take this oppor-
tunity to think more about the 
relationships and the communi-
cation [students] have with faculty 
members here, because I think that 
faculty do a lot for students that 
students don’t see. I think students 
want to get to know faculty mem-
bers better as well, and want to 
forge better connections and better 
relationships,” said Frankel.

Elliott urged students to initiate 
this conversation and to positively 
express their frustrations with the 
administration. 

“I think this group of leaders is 
committed to engaging in that con-
versation after February 14. We’re 
working together to figure out how 
and when to have those conversa-
tions… I hope kids can figure out 
really constructive ways to chan-
nel their frustration and I hope it 
doesn’t interfere with their ability 
to enjoy Valentine’s Day,” said El-
liott.

NEWS IN BRIEF 

•	 The Snyder Center held its official opening and 
dedication ceremony on Saturday, February 
11. Steve Snyder ’59, the lead donor, and other 
contributors were recognized. 

•	 Proceeds from last Saturday’s Casino Night will 
go to the Breast Cancer Research Foundation. 
Hosted by West Quad South, the event includ-
ed mocktails, card games, and raffle prizes. See 
Arts and Leisure for further details. 

•	 The Oliver Wendell Holmes Library screened 
Joseph Dorman’s documentary “Arguing the 
World” on Monday night in collaboration 
with the Office of the Head of School. The 
documentary follows four intellectuals and 
their roles in shaping U.S. politics during the 
twentieth century.  

•	 Courtney O’Brien, Development Manager 
for Nuestros Pequenos Hermanos, came to 
speak about non-profit work in The Nest this 
Monday. Nuestros Pequenos Hermanos is a 
national nonprofit that supports around 3,000 
abandoned and orphaned children in Latin 
American countries, including Mexico, Haiti, 
Guatemala, and Peru. 

•	 Andover’s Model United Nations (M.U.N.) 
attended a conference in Boston last weekend. 
Shreya Patel ’19, Allison Zhu ’19, and Karen Sun 
’20 were awarded Best Position Papers. Tiffany 

Chang ’19, Cheyn Cole ’19, Zach Richardson 
’20, and Adrian Visscher ’20 were given Verbal 
Commendations. Hugo Solomon ’19 and Dan-
iel Lorenzen ’20 received Honorable Mentions. 
Claudia Meng ’18, co-president of M.U.N., won 
Outstanding Delegate. 

Upcoming:

•	 The Academy Chamber and Symphony Or-
chestras will perform in Cochran Chapel this 
Friday at 7:30 p.m. 

•	 The Academy Jazz Band will perform in Co-
chran Chapel at 3:00 p.m. on Sunday. 

•	 2017 Brace Faculty Fellow Anthony Perry will 
present his presentation “Here Be Dragons: 
Breakthrough Masculinity in the Age of 
Obama” on Saturday at 11:30 a.m. in the School 
Room of Abbot Hall. 

•	 Join Finale Doshi-Velez, Assistant Professor 
of Computer Science at the John A. Paulson 
School of Engineering and Applied Science, in 
The Nest on Friday at 6:30 p.m. Doshi-Velez 
will be discussing artificial intelligence and 
diversity in computer science. 

Editor’s Note: Allison Zhu ’19 is a Commentary Editor 
for The Phillipian.

Reporting by Newaz Rahman

Tiffany Chang ’19 To 
Attend ‘Tournament Of 

Champions’

In her free time, Tiffany Chang 
’19 practices “spreading” in her 
room, a technique of speed read-
ing arguments used in the one-on-
one rounds of Lincoln-Douglas 
(L.D.) debate. 

This year, Chang has qualified 
for the Tournament of Champi-
ons (T.O.C.), which will take place 
in April. The T.O.C. is a national 
high school debate tournament 
considered the most prestigious 
competition among debaters that 
compete in the National Circuit, 
a group of national tournaments 
that allow debaters to qualify for 
the T.O.C.

“I’m very excited to go to the 
T.O.C. because it’s been a goal 
that I’ve worked towards since 
[Junior] Year. There were a lot of 
times when I was uncertain that I 
would be able to continue L.D. at 
Andover, mostly because it was a 
new activity for the school,” said 
Chang.

“The T.O.C. is literally the big-
gest debate tournament in our na-
tion. It is where the best of the best 
go, and Tiffany definitely belongs 
there,” said Karen Sun ’20, another 
L.D. debater. 

Last year, the T.O.C. brought 
together 86 qualified debaters at 
the University of Kentucky. In ad-
dition to L.D. debate, the competi-
tion holds rounds in Policy, Public 
Forum, and Congressional debate 
styles. 

The L.D. debate style focuses 
on philosophy and its applica-
tions to real-world policies and 
decisions. In rounds, individuals 
will debate on how different argu-
ments play out both philosophi-
cally and practically. 

“The reason why I found value 
in L.D. in middle school and par-
ticularly even now, is that it real-
ly exposes you to a wide variety 
of literature bases in the process 
of researching these topics,” said 
Chang.

Chang continued her passion 
for L.D. from middle school upon 

coming to Andover. At the end of 
her Junior year, she established 
Andover’s L.D. debate team with 
the help of Hijoo Son, Instructor 
in History, who is currently on a 
leave of absence. Currently, Alec 
Walker, Teaching Fellow in Histo-
ry, advises the team. 

Now, Chang leads a small team 
of Andover students to various 
competitions around the United 
States.  

Sun said, “I think what I love 
most about L.D. is that there are 
just simply no ‘rules.’ It’s not a tra-
ditional form of debate like Public 
Forum or [Extemporaneous Par-
liamentary], where there are a ton 
of rules that are applied and a lot 
of traditions that are encouraged 
to be upheld.”

Ryan Owyang ’19, another 
member of the team, said “I like 
the format because of its focus on 
philosophical arguments rather 
than policy-focused arguments.” 

Andover’s L.D. team currently 
consists of six members: Chang, 
Sun, Owyang, Justin Chang ’19, Ol-
ivia Tung ’20, and Junah Jang ’20. 
The members range from having 
years of L.D. experience to begin-
ning as novice debaters. 

This weekend, the final com-
petition of the year for Andover’s 
L.D. team will be the forty-fourth 
annual Harvard Invitational Tour-
nament, where each competing 
individual debates on a topic that 
they have prepared for and re-
searched for over two months.

According to Chang, the top-
ic of the Harvard Invitational is 
whether or not plea bargaining 
should be abolished in the United 
States criminal justice system. The 
members of the team have been 
gathering research and arguments 
in preparation for their rounds, a 
process called “cutting cards.” 

Owyang said, “Team-wise, 
we’re pretty small, so most of us 
know each other. It gets pretty 
informal sometimes. You can just 
text a teammate to meet up and 
[work on cases] together.”

Chang is hopeful that L.D’s 
popularity will grow in coming 
years.  

ROSS VIEIRA

Mapitigama: 
‘It Feels Good Getting To 

Win For My Peers’

’20 said, “It was intriguing to see 
that people were actually really in-
terested in geography, and I didn’t 
really know there were so many 
things to ask about geography.”

Audience member Susan Esty, 
Director of Wellness Education, 
said, “One thing I learned is how 
fast you have to think — you have 
to answer even before the ques-
tion is finished.”

In the competition, players 
competed in three preliminary 
rounds. From there, only three 
contestants progressed into the 
finals. Mapitigama, along with 
Isaac Newell ’18, who won sec-
ond place, and Annika Sparrell ’18, 
who won third place, competed 
to earn points by answering ques-
tions correctly. 

“I think I got a little cocky com-
ing from the preliminary rounds, 

and I’d done fairly well, so I was 
extremely aggressive. When I 
went into the finals and I guessed 
on the first three or so, I started 
off with negative ten points,” said 
Mapitigama.

Mapitigama continued, “I just 
kept guessing, so I had to tone it 
down and wait a little bit, and that 
helped me come back from be-
hind.”

In addition to prize money, 
Mapitigama also won a surprise 
munch for his dorm, Rockwell 
House. In addition, Mapitigama’s 
name will be added to plaques 
outside of the Dean of Students 
and Community and Multicultur-
al Development offices.

“It felt good getting to win the 
bee. The cash was nice, but I also 
got something for my dorm as 
well. It feels really good getting to 
win something not only for myself 
but for my peers,” said Mapiti-
gama. 

Continued  from A1, Column 2

Trustees Visit Campus for Annual Winter Meetings

ALEXANDRA LEBARON

Changes Made to Blue Key Head Tradition

Continued  from AI, Column 5

J.BUEHLER/THE PHILLIPIAN

Drumline performed for the Trustees and other members of the Andover community last Saturday to celebrate 
the official dedication of the Snyder Center.

J.BUEHLER/THE PHILLIPIAN

Steve Snyder ’59, pictured left, stands with Peter Currie ’74, the President 
of Andover’s Board of Trustees. 
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McQuade Dedicates Summer to 
Empowering Young Writers

learn how to be a teacher,” Mc-
Quade said.

McQuade normally teaches 
English-200, but this year she is 
only teaching the Senior elective 
English-501 Creative Nonfic-
tion, in which students write and 
workshop short personal essays 
based on life experiences. 

“One of the most standout 
things about Ms. McQuade as a 
teacher is the attention she gives 
to your feedback… She reads all 
of our four-to-six page drafts, and 
she will return them to all 40 kids 
within one to two days. That is in-
credible… Not only are they just 
returned quickly but they are ex-
tremely helpful and she pours her 
heart into this class. It’s so evident 
that she cares so much about it 
and she loves supporting her stu-
dents,” Brady said.

Some students in McQuade’s 
creative writing elective are look-
ing forward to the release of Mc-
Quade’s second novel because 
they want to experience their 
teacher’s own writing style.

“I’m curious to see what her 
novel’s going to be like just be-
cause I want to know what her 
writing style is… Although we do 
get criticism and feedback from 
her, it would be fun to see how she 
writes, too,” said Alexandra Lou-
midis ’18.

According to McQuade, she 
decided to reduce the number of 

classes she took on this year to fo-
cus on designing a new summer 
writing workshop. This work-
shop, open to female eleventh and 
twelfth graders across the nation, 
will meet online and in person 
during Summer Session. Two 
weeks of the workshop will take 
place on campus, and three will 
take place at the writers’ homes.

“I think one thing that’s really 
wonderful about writing work-
shops is that you get to be in a re-
ally supportive environment with 
other writers, but often when a 
writing workshop course ends, all 
of those supports fall away. What 
I wanted to design is a hybrid 
course that slowly ramps up to 
independence… I really wanted to 
teach this independence that writ-
ers need to have to get work done 
when they’re not in an academic 
environment through that gradual 
shift in the class,” McQuade said.

McQuade was inspired to cre-
ate the workshop after discover-
ing statistics about gender bias 
in the writing and publishing in-
dustries. Because of this research, 
McQuade decided to dedicate the 
summer program to empowering 
and teaching young female writ-
ers.

“I hadn’t realized until I was 
researching the issues that there 
are still a number of gender im-
balances in publishing. I started 
to ask whether that was a prob-
lem with publishing and with 
bias or whether that’s a problem 

that might start earlier in writing 
classrooms — that we might not 
encourage female writers to get 
their work out there enough to 
be published at the same rates as 
male writers,” said McQuade.

In addition to teaching, house 
counseling, writing, and develop-
ing a summer program, McQuade 
is also leading a workshop at the 
Young Writers Symposium hosted 
by the student club Andover Writ-
ers’ Alliance on Sunday, February 
18. McQuade’s workshop will fo-
cus on creating new ideas in fic-
tion. In addition, she will give the 
keynote speech and address writ-
ing on unfamiliar subjects.

O.TUNG/THE PHILLIPIAN
Kathryn McQuade, Instructor in 
English, will lead a workshop at 
the Young Writers Symposium this 
Sunday.

PHOTO OF THE WEEK: 
‘LOVE/SICK’ DRAMA LABS

J.BUEHLER/THE PHILLIPIAN

Abigail Johnson ’19, pictured left, and Flynn Bryan ’18, pictured right, were part of last week’s Drama Lab series. 
The series consisted of nine shows called “Love/Sick” by John Cariani.

GOT NEWS? 
Email ccho and pthompson

Lunar New Year: Chinese 
Department Hosts 

Celebrations

As the question, “Did O.J. 
do it?” flashed on the screen, 
students burst into animated 
debate. After each team had set-
tled on an answer, a single word, 
“No,” appeared on the projec-
tion, sending the teams into an-
other round of argument.

“I think the funniest part 
was the ‘Did O.J. do it?’ question 
because that brought up some 
heated responses. People were 
very passionate about their an-
swers. There was a lot of dis-
agreement. I think it was funny 
because a lot of people weren’t 
expecting that,” said Ava Stills 
’19, a board member of the Af-
ro-Latinx-American Society 
(Af-Lat-Am.)

Last Friday, Af-Lat-Am held 
its first ever Black History Jeop-
ardy in the office of Community 
and Multicultural Development 
(CAMD) in honor of Black His-
tory Month. The game, in the 
form of a Kahoot, provided in-

sight into different facets of 
black history and allowed par-
ticipants to discuss heavy topics 
in an enjoyable and memorable 
way.

“We didn’t want to do a work-
shop or a lecture because we 
thought less people would have 
shown up to that. And not only 
that, but it wouldn’t have been 
more fun and the information it-
self wouldn’t have stuck. But in 
a playfully competitive environ-
ment, people would retain the 
information better,” said board 
member Ashley Alvarez ’20.

The game also featured ques-
tions concerning black pop 
culture icons such as Drake, 
Rihanna, and Beyonce as well 
as aspects of the Andover com-
munity. Some questions were 
more open-ended, encouraging 
reflection and discussion.

“It wasn’t what I had antici-
pated. I thought it would be a lot 
about black history trivia, but 
a lot of it was pop culture-cen-
tered. There was a question, 

‘Did Michael Jackson bleach his 
skin?’ or ‘Did O.J. do it?’ or ‘Who 
has more singles: Beyonce or 
Rihanna?’ It was stuff like that 
that you wouldn’t have expect-
ed. There were questions like 
‘When did Malcolm X get assas-
sinated?’ It was varied enough 
to keep my attention,” said par-
ticipant Aissata Bah ’20.

“I think what we wanted 
to get across was that history, 
though it is based on fact, is also 
open for discussion, and it’s also 
open for interpretation, espe-
cially current events and things 
that are happening on campus, 
which is why we incorporated 
a few of the questions,” said Al-
varez.

Throughout this month, Af-
Lat-Am will continue to pro-
mote awareness of black history 
and arts. According to Alvarez, 
she hopes that an event similar 
to this one will take place in fu-
ture years as a fun way to learn 
new information. 

“I feel that when you’re com-
memorating Black Arts Month, 
it should be celebrated cam-
pus-wide because black arts 
history is something that has 
affected America greatly and is 
part of American culture,” said 
Alvarez.

Alvarez continued, “Howev-
er, there are many classes that 
do not incorporate black history, 
and that’s something that’s still 
happening at [Andover], which 
is why this month is extremely 
important. It brings attention to 
black arts history and how it’s 
black arts history and not Amer-
ican history. Even though it is a 
huge part of the history, it’s not a 
huge part of the textbook.”

ZACH MOYNIHAN

Continued  from A1, Column 5

Black History Jeopardy Spurs Debate On 
Pop Culture And 

Past Facts and Fictions 

A simple look at the out-
side of Samuel Phillips Hall 
currently reveals two red ban-
ners that signify this year’s 
Lunar New Year. The banners, 
which roughly translate to 
“Spring returns to the ground. 
Fowrtune comes to everyone,” 
usher in a time auspicious for 
people around the world.  

Amy Chew ’20, whose fam-
ily celebrates the Lunar New 
Year, described the annual 
celebration as one character-
ized by love and hope. 

“It’s a time to get together 
with my family [and] reunite 
with family that I haven’t seen 
in a while, especially since we 
live in different places. It’s 
also just a way to show your 
love to your family, wishing 
them a good, fruitful year,” 
said Chew. 

Every year, the Chinese 
Department hosts a num-
ber of events for Lunar New 
Year. This year, celebrations 
were kicked off with a dump-
ling-making party in Paresky 
Commons on Tuesday. The 
party was followed by the Lu-
nar New Year Talent Show, 
which was held in Kemper 
Auditorium on Wednesday 
night.

Lixia Ma, Instructor in 
Chinese, enjoys the excite-
ment the celebration brings 
for her, especially because the 
events are an opportunity to 
share Chinese culture with 
her students. 

“[Lunar New Year] is the 
most important festival in 
China, and it’s like Christmas 
for Westerners. I want them 
to see how excited I am, and 
then they will be also excit-
ed,” said Ma. 

On-campus events have 
also given the opportunity for 
people to share the various 
ways Lunar New Year is cele-
brated across different back-
grounds. Lilia Cai-Hurteau, 
Instructor and Chair in Chi-
nese, relayed her experience 
on being exposed to these dif-
ferences. 

“I realized this year that 
since our teachers are from 
different parts of China, we 
actually celebrate somewhat 
differently. We have New 
Year’s Eve, but we have anoth-
er New Year’s Eve before that, 
and that New Year’s Eve was 
different, apparently, region-
ally. I just realized that this 
year, and I thought that was 
super interesting just talking 

to other Chinese teachers,” 
said Cai-Hurteau.

In the past couple of years, 
the Chinese Department has 
worked to offer even more 
events to celebrate the Lunar 
New Year. Cai-Hurteau de-
scribed how students’ desire 
to celebrate Lunar New Year 
sparked commitment on part 
of the department. 

“When I came to this school 
seven years ago, there were a 
lot of Chinese students saying 
that when [they] come here, 
nothing’s happening for Chi-
nese New Year. Some of them 
actually had to go to Boston 
to just look for celebrations, 
so they were really just hop-
ing that we would do stuff on 
campus, not just for the Chi-
nese Department but for any-
body who celebrates Chinese 
New Year,” said Cai-Hurteau.  

“We want to make sure 
that the kids who celebrate 
at home, they could feel like 
their holiday is being cel-
ebrated. It’s a big deal for 
them, so we want to make it a 
big deal for them,” continued 
Cai-Hurteau. 

Emily Warren ’21, while ac-
knowledging the differences 
between Andover’s celebra-
tions and those in Hong Kong, 
expressed her appreciation 
for the Chinese Department’s 
efforts.

“It obviously isn’t as tradi-
tional as it is in Hong Kong, 
being [as] it is here in the 
United States. However, I 
can tell that the Chinese de-
partment tries really hard to 
introduce us to the tradition-
al culture, such as dumpling 
making, spending time with 
each other, and making lan-
terns with sayings on them,” 
said Warren.

“This is supposed to be a 
time you’re supposed to spend 
with your family, but being 
here with friends who I now 
consider my family — it’s also 
just as nice,” continued War-
ren. 

Looking ahead to this Sat-
urday, the Chinese Depart-
ment will host the Lunar New 
Year Friendship Dinner in 
Paresky Commons. Proceeds 
gathered from attendees will 
be used to buy school supplies 
and other items for a special 
needs school in China.

KAITLIN LIM

H.ULLMAN/THE PHILLIPIAN
The game allowed students to learn about topics in black history ranging 
from pop culture to social activists

P. EMERSON/THE PHILLIPIAN
Banners that celebrate the 2018 Lunar New Year hang over the steps of 
Samuel Phillips Hall.
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To: Allyson Ty
I love you sm, 

pretty gal <3 Keep 
rockin’ it

From: Joce

To: Luc Pan
Raagini Curry, the 

best curry. ;)
From: Nick Bevacqua

To: Charlie Mayhew
XOXO!!!

From: Harold Kahane

To: Hana
My hello to you since 

we rarely see each 
other anymore! :)

From: ZY

To: Amy Xia
I love you buddy! 

So much!!! :)))))) :) 
!!! :) I love you!
From: Max!! :)

To: Michelle Ng
Thank you for 

being the absolute 
best :)

From: xoxo J

To: My J Gals <3
Happy Galentines!

From: Anon

To: Jillianne Zhang
I love you more than 

you love slime :)
From: Kate McLeod

To: Chi
happy val day cutie 

#selflove
From: Chi

To: Sophia Lee
Happy v-day to my 

BF
From: Bennett

To: Lara Robinson

Love you Larry Bird! 
Good luck annoying 
the Swiss! I’m gonna 

miss ya

From: Dea Barreto

Valentine’s Day Messages

To: Amy Ji
Miss you beautiful 

lady! Hope you 
don’t get eaten by a 

gator <3
From: Dea

To: Isaiah
You’re like a 

meatball sub to me.
From: Ekan

To: Michael Turner
I love you.

From: Kishan Patel

To: Anaïs Shen

WE LOVE YOU SO 
MUCH AND BELIEVE 
IN YOU SCHOOL SUX 

BUT OUR FRIEND-
SHIP DOESN’T <3

From: Amy & Jimin :))

To: Upper West
lights out is not a 

joke!
Much love, me

To: Nacho
Thank you for 

having such 
amazing hair

From: Christian

To: Michael 
Codrington

Cod is my favorite 
type of fish.

From: Anonymous

To: Reesie
Can’t wait to see what you bake 
me next. Love you more than 

your baked goodies <3 

From: One of your many secret 

admirers (hint: the Asian one)

To: Cycling Team
Thanks for being 
the best team on 
campus. All your 
quads amaze me.

From: Anonymous

To: Will Ennis
To a great ebi upper 

and guy
From: anon

To: The Administration
Please bring back 

bluekey head kisses, 
xoxo

From: Anonymous

To: Bruntney
I’ll forever be the 
brunt to your ney
From: anonymous

To: Eden Cui
Happy Valentines 

Day! <3
From: Anonymous

To: Amiri Tulloch
Stay Saucy

From: 
Noble Ohakam

To: Liam Nestor
Maybe next year!

From: Harry Kahane

To: Steve Nam
You suck at ethics.
From: Anonymous

To: Ianna Ramdhany
thanks so much for 
all you do. jan jan

From: shwash

To: GVS
big hugs for big 

dawgs
From: xoxo, your 
captains em & az

To: Drake
Love you

From: Elise

To: jack dacey
snapchat: jjdace

From: Chriss Morse



Very Little Happened This Week and 
We’re Struggling For Topical Content
The Week’s Top Headlines
• Cancellation of Blue Key Head Kisses Not Enough, Deans 

Make it Against the Rules to Have Lips

• Influx of Fur Coats for Casino Night Prompt Protests from 
PETA and Left Out Nerds

• Old Rich Men Flock South For Winter, Open Snyder     
Center as Rest Stop For Future Migrations 

• MSAS Continues Existence in Blissful Irrelevance 

• The Phillipian Holds Annual Ink Drive

BKH Kisses Cancelled 
in Heroic Stand From 

Administration
This past week the 

Andover community wit-
nessed one of the admin-
istration’s greatest shows 
of bravery in the modern 
era. Blue Key Head kiss-
es, a tradition as old as 
wrestling in the locker 
room showers, where the 
school spirit leaders sell 
kisses to other students 
for Valentine’s Day, has 
ended. 

An anonymous fac-
ulty member, who pre-
ferred not be named due 
to backlash from the 
sniveling student body, 
said, “We just felt like 
this time of year can be 
especially hard, and the 
last thing kids need is the 
spread of joy and happi-
ness, because those don’t 
build character like crip-
pling work loads. Not to 
mention the fact that my 
colleagues and I always 
felt left out.”  This wasn’t 
the first attempt at end-
ing the tradition. Last 
year, Andover bought 
out all the red lipstick at 
the surrounding stores, 
which backfired when 
the trustees realized it 
wasn’t quite their shade.

 Students were sur-
prised to hear that the 
recent change was made 
in their best interests, be-
cause just like the swirl-
ies they were all sub-
jugated to Junior year, 
they were not asked be-
forehand. Cana Wupas 
P’20 said, “I’m glad the 
tradition was cancelled. 
Unfortunately these kids 
just don’t know what’s 
best for them. I person-
ally have to pack my son’s 
lunch and plan out his 
outfits; we just can’t af-
ford to give them agency.” 
These fears were echoed 
by many adults on cam-

pus that if the student 
body was given a voice 
in the conversation they 
would inevitably choose 
the wrong (i.e. not the ad-
ministration’s) opinion. 
Jebidiah Nazareth ’18 
commented, “This is the 
one day of the year when 
my lips may experience 
the joys of a kiss. Damn 
this administration and 
their war on love.”

Editor’s note: Eighth 
Page Editor Alex Bern-
hard was due to receive 35 
kisses.

STAFF

Snyder Center 
Opening Ceremony 
After Party Incurs 

$3 Million in Damages

Saturday evening, An-
dover’s best and wealthi-
est gathered to celebrate 
the opening of the Snyder 
Center, also known as Mr. 
Palfrey’s new stomping 
grounds. The foyer, deco-
rated with streamers com-
posed of $100 bills, made 
an excellent venue for the 
long-awaited event.

The party, DJed by 
two upperclassmen blar-
ing Diplo, Michael Buble, 
and Nickelback, featured 
fun games and activities 
for alumni such as ‘Pin 
the Empathy, Balance, and 
Inclusion on the Junior,’ 
‘Cards Against Youth from 
Every Quarter,’ and ‘Raise 
the racquet.’ “I don’t real-
ly know how I ended up 
here,” said Julia Scott ’20, 
one of the few student at-
tendees. “I just wanted to 
get a quick workout before 
sign-in, but I got caught in 
a conga line and still hav-
en’t been able to get out.” 
Donors swayed from side 
to side, reminiscing on the 
good ol’ days of uncom-
fortable grinding at den 
dances and smoking cigars 

in the stacks. “Good mu-
sic, good food, new squash 
courts, and like-minded 
and like-walleted alumni...
Why, I haven’t had this 
much fun since grad week-
end, 1964,” said a certain 
notable alumni and 43rd 
president, who asked to re-
main anonymous.

As the night contin-
ued, party guests, under 
the influence of wild sweet 
orange tea and choco-
late milk challenged each 
other to a rowdy game of 
Truth or Dare, resulting in 
a unanimous decision by 
the Board of Trustees to 
vandalize the old squash 
courts in honor of Mr. Pal-
frey and the man of the 
evening, Mr. Snyder. “Yeah, 

it was really fun. We wrote 
stuff like ‘Skwash rools’ 
and ‘February frees are a 
waste of the ASM slot’--
just your average sports 
center graffiti,” said Jamie 
Raymond ’73, a trustee. 

Despite the multi-mil-
lion dollar damage done to 
the former courts, the night 
was an overall success, giv-
ing donors and students 
a chance to see where the 
money comes from, and 
give a taste of the flavour in 
the coming years. 

“I wanna be a trustee 
when I grow up,” said Scott 
Bail ‘26 (probably), already 
the namesake of a number 
of building projects.

MARGOT HUTCHINS

Students and teachers alike are super supportive of the 
beautiful, beautiful progress we’re finally making on 
campus.

Conspiracy Theory of the Week

Mirrors were created by the monarchy to keep aristocrats docile.

Student Invokes Right to ‘Trial 
by Combat’ During DC Hearing

Thursday afternoon, 
in a strange turn of events, 
a student requested that 
their Disciplinary Com-
mittee (DC) hearing be 
settled through trial by 
combat. Mikhail Borovor-
ovich ’21 saw fit to invoke 
his ancient right in deter-
mining the outcome of his 
hearing. 

Charged with smok-
ing on Academy property, 
Borovorovich was accused 
by several members of the 
faculty who had caught 
him in the act, each report-
ing that he had seen them, 
then immediately shouted, 
“Run, it’s the feds, I can’t 
get caught again, it’s me, 
Borovorovich, don’t let 
them know I was smok-
ing.” Borovorovich, alone, 
then ran from the scene 
and was found later by 
PAPS squatting on the 

roof of the Sanctuary log 
cabin. Refusing to climb 
down, the fire depart-
ment was called to escort 
Borovorovich to Dean of 
Students and Residential 
Life Jennifer Elliott ’94’s 
house, where he received 
a stern talking-to. Borov-
orovich was subjected to 
a drug test, where, along 
with tobacco, many illegal 
drugs were found in his 
urine, which he defended 
with claims that he had in 
fact stolen the urine from 
someone else. 

Denying every charge 
brought to him, Borov-
orovich had just begun 
his DC hearing when he 
jumped atop a desk, swing-
ing a six inch pocket knife, 
and ordering someone to, 
“come at him.” After none 
of the faculty members 
present took up his offer, 
Borovorovich spoke with 
his student team and is-

sued a formal request for 
trial-by-combat, invoking 
the time-honored right 
through a loophole in The 
Blue Book. Choosing Head 
of School John Palfrey 
as his champion, Borov-
orovich now spends his 
days training the Head of 
School in Russian street 
combat in preparation for 
the upcoming trial against 

Elliott. 
At press time, Borovo-

rovich could be seen at the 
betting ring he       start-
ed, funneling money into     
Palfrey’s side. Initially de-
clining to comment, Bor-
ovorovich then stated, “I 
might get kicked out, but 
at least I can make some 
good money.”

WILL LEGGAT

Borovorovich makes pit stop at Paresky Commons after 
fleeing DC, looking confident in days leading up to fight.

OVERHEARD 
ON THE PATHS

“Can you believe my mother bought 
me a pleather jumpsuit?!”

“If you aren’t part of the Labor 
Revolution, then you’ll inevitably 

be swallowed by the Red Tide when 
the time comes.”

“She gives cuts?”
“Whatever happened 

to saying you don’t 
like someone to their 

face?”

“You think Elon 
Musk ever failed 

Chemistry?”
“Do you think normal razors work 

on squirrels?”

“My teacher told me that according to Freud, we 
should like, totally hang out this weekend.”

Unwitting student finds herself trapped among 
boisterous trustees this past weekend.

A TIMELINE OF 
EIGHTH PAGE 
SETBACKS

This week we’ll be tackling a serious problem on campus: no one responds to my texts. Serious-
ly, is everyone always hanging out together? Are they planning a camping trip that I’m not invit-
ed to? Because that has been a problem in the past. Is it because of my clammy hands? People in 
the past have described shaking hands with me as, “like petting a wet eel.” So if you’re reading 

this, please respond to my texts, mom.    

“What exactly is 
‘hanky-panfy’?”

A8 EIGH(GTH?)TH PAGE T h e  P h i l o d o x T+2 days after Valentine’s Day. Alex is still avalable 
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Boys Track Defeats Exeter to Secure Undefeated Season

Alex Fleury ’20 and William 
Coogan PEA ’20,  a competitor 
from Phillips Exeter Academy, 
sprinted neck and neck in the final 
lap of the one mile run; as the fin-

ish line approached, Fleury leaned 
hard across the line to outrun his 
competitor by only one one-hun-
dredth of a second with a time of 
4:30.70 minutes. 

Andover Boys Indoor Track and 
Field secured a 59-50 home win 
over Exeter last Saturday, conclud-
ing its regular season with an unde-
feated record of 4-0.

Andover’s victory was com-
prised of first place finishes in sev-

en different events as well as seven 
second place rankings. 

Alongside his first place finish in 
the one mile run, Fleury was also 
able to win the two mile run with a 
time of 10:32.48.

Fleury was not the only athlete 
to display a strong performance. 
Michael McCullom ’18 placed first 
in the 300-Meter Run as well as 
the 55-Meter Hurdles, Anjunae 
Chandran ’18 won the high jump 

with a height of 5’4”, and Abhinav 
Tadikonda ’20 won the pole vault 
with a height of 10’0”. 

Beyond individual events, 
Andover was able to finish the 
4x400-Meter relay with a time of 
3:36.16 to win first and to secure the 
overall win at the meet.

Andover/Exeter meets are al-
ways exciting and close competi-
tions, according to Coach Jeff Do-
mina.

“Every Andover/Exeter meet is 
a great competition, [and it] doesn’t 
matter what the teams look like 
coming in. It’s always very close. It 
brings out the best in both teams,” 
said Coach Domina.

According to Head Coach Re-
becca Hession, the annual meet 
this season was intense because it 
was also the inaugural A/E meet in 
the Snyder Center. 

“To feel the energy of an An-
dover/Exeter meet in the Snyder 
Center for the first time is going to 
be memorable for everybody who 
was a part of [today’s meet],” said 
Coach Hession.

Before the competition, 
Co-Captain Giacomo Marino ’18 
encouraged everyone to push 
themselves as hard as they could 
in the final meet, according to Ian 
Chong ’20 and Kam Saalfrank ’21, 

“Our captain, Giacomo [Marino 
’18] said that we should leave ev-
erything on the track; a lot of it was 

give it your all, try to do your best,” 
said Saalfrank. 

“Push, push until you can’t, 
and then keep on pushing,” added 
Chong.

The Snyder Center has been 
helpful for the team’s training and 
stimulating for spectator support 
during meets in Andover’s first sea-
son in new the facility, according 
to Coach Hession and Coach Sean 
Hyland. 

Coach Hession said, “I think, 
certainly the space in and of itself, 
is certainly conducive to training 
that really helps our athletes im-
prove, that provides an atmosphere 
that is so fan-friendly.”

“The Cage isn’t quite the facility 
we have here [in the Snyder Cen-
ter],” said Coach Hyland.

A select group of athletes will 
compete in the USATF New En-
gland Championships at Harvard 
University next Sunday. For the rest 
of the team, the season is over, and 
many runners are now focusing on 
the upcoming Spring Season.

Coach Hyland said, “We think 
of the winter as an opportunity to 
grow as a team, build strength — all 
that stuff — and having opportuni-
ties to compete. And so, our team is 
a little banged up, people were sick, 
but that’s not a worry for us [going 
into] the spring.”

JERRY SHU

BOYSTRACK&FIELD

D.ZHU/THE PHILLIPIAN

Myers Hogan ’19 hands the baton to second leg Josh Thomas ’19 in the 4x200m Relay, which won in 1:38.02 minutes.

After rallying with his 
opponent, Ishaan Patel ’18 
stretched into a full lunge and 
hit a drop shot, catching the 
nick perfectly and allowing 
him to take the lead from a 7-7 
tie. Patel went on to win the 
match despite starting with a 
two-game deficit. Patel’s win 
allowed Andover to secure its 
first victory against Brooks in 
five years with a score of 4-3. 
The team’s record currently 
stands at 12-6.

According to Steve Nam ’20, 
Patel’s performance was par-
ticularly impressive because 
he kept his calm under im-
mense pressure while backed 
by the largest crowd of the 
season. 

“I think Ishaan Patel played 
really well on our team. He was 
playing the winning match for 
Andover, which meant that he 
was under a ton of pressure, 
but he was still able to rec-
ognize his opponent’s weak-
nesses and in the end win for 
the team,” said Nam. “The 
game was really intense be-
cause Andover and Brooks 
were tied 3-3, and this meant 
that Ishaan’s match would be 
the winning or losing match. 
There was a big crowd of An-
dover students and parents 
supporting Ishaan, and the at-
mosphere was really exciting 
during that time.”

The Brooks team’s noto-
rious skill forced Andover 
to step up and anticipate the 
challenge, according to Cap-
tain David Tsai ’18.

Tsai said, “Brooks is an ex-
tremely talented team; how-
ever, they were missing their 
number-three seed. This 

meant that everyone below 
him shifted up one spot, giving 
us an advantage. This ended 
up helping us immensely and 
gave us the edge we needed to 
capture a 4-3 win.”

Andover’s four wins came 
from Patel at third seed, Jack 
Lee ’20 at fifth seed, Sean Kim 
’18 at sixth seed, and Xander 
Schwartz ’19 at seventh seed. 
According to Kim, the team’s 
depth is its greatest strength.

Kim said, “We have real-
ly strong depth in this team, 
so we often pull through with 
wins at the bottom two or 
three spots. The number-five, 
number-four, and number-
three-seed matches are cru-
cial, and we were able to take 
two out of those three match-
es, which gave us the win.”

According to Kim, Head 
Coach John Roberts taught the 
team to play more reserved in 
order to counter Brooks’ ag-
gressive style. 

“We played disciplined 
squash, which is what Coach 
Roberts coached us to do 
and practice all week, and it 
worked against Brooks’s at-

tacking style,” said Kim. 
The self-imposed pressure 

during this match posed an-
other obstacle for Andover 
aside from the skill of their 
competitors, according to 
Nam.

Nam said, “I think the 
team’s weakness not only for 
the match against Brooks but 
in general as well is that a lot 
of our players fail to remain 
calm or composed under pres-
sure. I see some of the players 
not being able to concentrate 
and losing their focus when 
the their match is really close 
or important for the team.”

The team is looking for-
ward to playing Phillips Exeter 
Academy next week, followed 
by Interschols next weekend. 

Nam said, “I think it’s im-
portant for the players to con-
tinue their work in improving 
their specific weaknesses. I 
think the most challenging 
part about our match against 
Exeter will be to try and avoid 
being overconfident.”

BOYSSQUASH

GIGI GLOVER

GIRLSTRACK&FIELD

In the four by 200-meter 
relay, Post-Graduate Sophia 
Slovenski ’18 handed off the 
baton to Co-Captain Freder-
icka Lucas ’18 with a narrow 
lead. Lucas extended Andover 
Girls Indoor Track and Field’s 
lead to cross the line in 1:51.60 
minutes for a new school and 
facility record while also cut-
ting Phillips Exeter Academy’s 
ten point lead in half, putting 
the score at 32-27.

Despite Exeter’s lead, An-
dover was able to come out 
victorious, securing a 55-54 
victory and an undefeated 4-0 
season record last Saturday.

“For a while, it was so close 
between Andover and Exeter 
that you could not tell who 
was going to win. In the end, 
we pulled through, with every 
leg being amazing,” said Lucas.

Isobel Glass ’21 and Rachel 
Chang ’20, who were part of 
the winning four by 200 meter 
relay, credit Andover’s success 
to team spirit.

Glass said, “What helped 
contribute to my performance 
was the enthusiastic specta-
tors, advice from generous 
coaches and the super encour-
aging and supportive vibes 
from all my teammates... along 
with the fact that this meet 
was against Exeter.”

“Having such a big crowd, 
which included Mr. Snyder 
and Mr. Palfrey, really contrib-
uted to our win. I could feel 
their energy coursing through 
me as I was running,” said 
Chang. “For me, this meet was 
special for a couple reasons. 
We have this beautiful new 
facility and a lot of important 
people were there. There was 
such a large crowd that it al-
most felt like the entire school 
came to support us. It made 
me feel as though track mat-
tered to the community and 
that we had to make it proud.”

The four by 200-meter re-
lay was followed by a first, 
second, and third place sweep 
in the pole vault, led by Slov-
enski’s 10’6” inch clearance, a 
vault that matched her school 
record and raised the facility 
record by half a foot. Jocelyn 
Shen ’18 and Mia Cheung ’21 
scored the remainder of the 
points to give Andover a 42-35 
lead.

Alongside its four by 
200-meter relay and the pole 
vault, Lucas’s first place finish 
in the 300-meter dash with a 
time of 44.00 seconds and Mi-
chaela Jones ’18 second place 
finish in the 1000-meter run 
with a time of 3:19.46 min-
utes, sealing Andover’s victory 
against Exeter.

Andover looks to carry its 
season success to the USATF 
New England Championships 
next Sunday.

MIA CHEUNG

K.AALTO/THE PHILLIPIAN

Michaela Jones ’18 won the 2-Mile Run with a time of 11:36.29 minutes.

P.EMERSON/THE PHILLIPIAN
Sean Kim ’18 sets up a shot against a Brooks opponent.

M.CALLAHAN/THE PHILLIPIAN

Jack Lee ’20 won his fifth-seed 
match.
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Boys Squash Secures 
First Victory Against Brooks Since 2013

Girls Clinch One-Point 
Victory Over Rivals
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Arnold Su ’20 broke An-
dover’s oldest pool record on 
Saturday with a time of 46.69 
seconds in the 100-Yard Free-
style. Andover Boys Swimming 
& Diving went on to win its 
meet against Hopkins with a 
score of 123-58, extending its 
undefeated record to 7-0.

When asked about his re-
cord, Su said, “I’m pretty 
excited. Honestly, it wasn’t 
something that I expected to 
get at that meet, but it was the 
last event of the meet, and the 
last home meet of the season, 
so I wanted to put in my all. 
When I finally touched the 
wall, it was surprising and re-
ally exciting to see that time.” 

He continued, “I think [rac-
ing Nick Isenhower ’18] was 
a big aspect of why I got it. I 
don’t think Nick and I have re-
ally raced in a meet before, so 
that was a big push.”

The record which Su broke, 
set in 1983, was swum in a time 
of 47.26 seconds. 

Su’s record is one of many 
impressive late-season perfor-
mances, as Andover secured 
a first-place finish in every 
event.

According to Zack Peng ’21, 
who won the diving event with 
a score of 261.4, the divers have 
relied on each other to perse-
vere through these final few 
intense weeks of the season.

Peng said, “During practice 
the past couple of days before 
the meet, things were kind of 
rocky. The whole thought of 
Easterns this weekend made 
[Coach Belinda Wolf ] kind of 
stressed, and we were all kind 
of stressed, but now we are re-
ally coming together.” 

He continued, “The girls 
did very well, placing first, sec-
ond, and third, and would have 
gotten fourth, as three com-
petitive divers [are scored]. I 
think the boys were good, and 

Hopkins put up a really good 
meet.”

Last Saturday’s meet was 
Andover’s last in its home pool 
as well as its last meet before 
it begins its championship sea-
son this week.

“The last home meet of the 
season went really well and felt 
memorable to me. Everybody 
looked excited to race one last 
time at our home pool before 
racing at Easterns and [New 
England Championships], es-
pecially our Seniors, so our en-
ergy was bright and enthusias-
tic and certainly not lacking,” 
wrote Anthony Minickiello ’20 
in an email to The Phillipian.

The team is now turning 
its focus toward preparing 
for Eastern Championships 
in Pennsylvania. As the team 
reaches the culmination of 
its season, training is special-
ized for each swimmer’s main 
events, according to Su.

“This meet was our last ‘re-
hearsal’ before our big cham-
pionship meet, so we just had 
to practice getting ready to 
race and being able to do well 
no matter what before our big 
champ meet,” said Su.

In addition, the team has 
been tapering their practic-
es in order to rest before the 
competition.

Minickiello wrote, “Since 
the last meet, the team has 
swum less yardage but at fast-
er speeds to prepare for the 
intense nature of Champi-
onship meets. At meets like 
Easterns and [New England] 
Champs, swimmers are either 
racing their hearts out or cool-
ing down and swimming very 
slowly. That pattern contin-
ues for the entirety of a multi-
day meet. The body cannot 
properly handle this demand-
ing stress until it is rested, so 
swimming less will give the 
body ample opportunity to re-
cover.”

The team will swim in pre-
liminary heats on Friday and 
Saturday morning and com-
pete in finals later during the 
day. The Easterns meet invites 
competition from some of the 
top preparatory high schools 
in the country. 

Su said, “I’m really excited 
for this weekend. I think this 
year we have a really good 
team, and we have a good 
chance of doing well this week 
at Easterns.”

BOYSSWIMMING

ABBY RYAN

GIRLSSWIMMING

Each of the Uppers on the 
swim team walked down the 
pool deck and handed each Se-
nior a rose to  honor their last 
home meet of the season. The 
Andover Girls Swimming and 
Diving team went on to beat 
Hopkins 99-77 for its fifth win of 
the year. The win propelled An-
dover’s record to 5-1, and an un-
defeated 5-0 in-league record.

As it was the Seniors’ last 
home meet of their careers, the 
girls were motivated to swim es-
pecially fast, according to Emma 
Donchi ’18 and Emily Warren 
’21.

Donchi said, “A highlight of 
the meet for me was seeing ev-
eryone cheering for each other 
during races. It is really nice to 
see my teammates supporting 
one another, and they did a won-
derful job of cheering each other 
on this weekend.”

Warren added, “Being the 
last Senior home meet, everyone 
spent every minute of the meet 
supporting and cheering each 
other on. Each person racing 
would have two to three people 
at the end of their lane scream-
ing their names and hollering 
loudly to encourage them to go 
faster. It was also super fun to 
see all the Seniors receive their 
gifts and posters because they 
worked so hard to get where 
they are.”

Andover got off to a good 
start, sweeping the top three 
places in both the 200-Yard 
Freestyle and the 200-Yard In-
dividual Medley. Jess Gearan 
’18 ranked first place in the 200-
Yard Freestyle with a time of 
2:00.70 minutes while Elizabeth 
Tran ’19 won the 200-Yard In-
dividual Medley with a time of 
2:18.83 minutes. Abby Ryan ’21 
continued the team’s momen-
tum with a win in the 50-Yard 
Freestyle with a time of 26.10, 
compared to second-place’s 
27.20.

In diving, Reese Pelletier ’20, 
Ora Cullen ’19, and Claire Davis 
’20 scored 262.95, 232.30, and 
212.65 points respectively to 
claim the top three places.

Andover continued to domi-
nate after the diving, achieving 
first, second, and third in the 
100-Yard Freestyle and 500-Yard 
Freestyle to push them over the 
93-points necessary to seal the 
win.

By the 200-Yard Freestyle re-
lay, Andover had scored enough 
points to swim the rest of the 
meet as non-scoring exhibition 
swimmers. Even on exhibition, 
Andover continued to swim fast 
for the remainder of the meet. 

Andover has three large con-
secutive meets for the remain-
der of the season: the Eastern 
Championships in Lancaster, 
Pa., a dual meet against rival 
Phillips Exeter Academy, and 
the Nepsac. Only a select group 
of swimmers will travel to Lan-
caster, Pa., for Easterns.

According to Gearan, the 
team is working hard to prepare 
for the final meets of the season.

Gearan said, “Since our 
championship meets are quickly 
approaching, we are starting to 
taper, or rest, for our races. We 
are doing less yardage and more 
speed, starts, and turn work at 
practice. With all of the season’s 
hard training behind us, the girls 
are super excited to race.”

ARNOLD SU

Andover placed fourth out 
of 11 teams competing at the 
New England Prep School 
Championships held at Phil-
lips Exeter Academy on Sat-
urday, qualifying eight wres-
tlers to progress to the New 
England Championships. An-
dover scored a total 118 team 
points to finish behind Exeter 
with 193 points, Northfield 
Mount Hermon (NMH) with 
192 points, and the Loomis 
Chaffee School with 131 points.

Several notable competitors 
included Co-Captain Pierce 
Bausano ’18, who was the 
runner-up in the 182-pound 
weight class, Co-Captain Pablo 
Sanchez ’19, who finished third 
in the 195-pound weight class, 
and Adam Cohen ’18, who fin-
ished third in the 220-pound 
weight class.

“We had a lot of wrestlers 
step up in a big way this week-
end. I think the team had an 
impressive performance at 
Class A’s, especially consider-
ing eight of our wrestlers qual-
ified for New Englands,” said 
Jack O’Neil ’19.

According to Marisol Nu-
gent ’20, one highlight of the 
meet was Cohen’s resilience 
after a loss during his semifi-
nal match. He went on to win 

the consolation bracket.
“Adam Cohen wrestled real-

ly well. He had a tough match 
with a wrestler from NMH, 
who[m] he has wrestled a cou-
ple times throughout the sea-
son…. Although he lost you 
could see that he never stopped 
wrestling. He bounced back 
from the loss in the semis, and 
ended the tournament in third 
place,” said Nugent.

Sanchez and Cohen have 
improved technically com-
pared to earlier in the season, 
according to Eamon Garri-
ty-Rokous ’20.

“I saw how much Cohen 
and Sanchez have improved 
over the course of the season 
by the way the wrestled in 
their matches on Saturday. I 
saw them especially improve 
on their aggressive and how 
much more they moved their 
feet in neutral,” said Garri-
ty-Rokous.

Although Nugent suffered 
an injury at the end of the 
tournament, she wrestled a 
thorough match, according to 
her teammates.

“One particular match that 
stood out was Marisol’s match 
against the number one seed 
at 120 [pounds]. It was a really 
close match, and she kept on 
working her moves and wres-
tling tough the entire time,” 
said O’Neil.

“Although Marisol Nu-
gent had a tough ending to 
her tournament day, I think 
she performed much better 
against her St. Paul’s opponent 
than she did when she faced 
him earlier in the year,” said 
Garrity-Rokous.

As a whole, the team has 
shown improvement in po-
sitioning and controlling the 
flow of the matches over the 
course of the season and in 
Saturday’s meet, according to 
Nugent.

“Our team has been work-
ing a lot on neutral position 
and being more aggressive. It 
is easy to get nervous right off 
of the whistle and feed into 
someone else’s style of wres-
tling, but I think that over the 
course of the seaswressive and 
independent on our feet,” said 
Nugent.

She continued, “We set the 
tone for the matches, we are 
initiating the tie-ups and we 
are controlling the matches, 
which is a lot different than 
our first three [dual meets] of 
the year in which we allowed 
the other team to chase us 
around the mat.”

Andover will travel to Tabor 
this Saturday to wrestle in the 
New England Championships.

WRESTLING

LINDA BIBEAU

GIRLSSQUASH

Andover Girls Squash se-
cured a strong 6-1 victory 
against Brooks after the dedi-
cation ceremony of the Snyder 
Center on Saturday, extending 
the team’s undefeated record 
to 11 wins. The win was An-
dover’s first match since it 
placed sixth at the U.S. High 
School Team Squash Champi-
onships last week.

First seed Prianca Patel ’19 
said, “Going into the match, 
the rest of the team knew they 
had pretty easy matches… 
so I think everyone was us-
ing their matches to work on 
things they’ve been practic-
ing since nationals. Everyone 
definitely wanted to compete 
with integrity and intensity, 
and I think we all achieved 
that.”

In particular, the team 
aimed to hit the ball into diffi-
cult locations for their oppo-
nents to return, according to 
seventh seed Jennifer Lee ’18.

Lee said, “Our team hoped 
to remain consistent by hit-
ting deep, tight rails to the 
back of the court. We looked 
for opportunities to volley the 
ball in order to take time away 
from our opponents.”

Fifth seed Skyler Spaulding 
’20 who won her match 3-0, 
said, “I was trying to work 
on hitting deceptive shots, so 
I tried to make it look like I 
was going to hit a drop shot, 
and when I could tell my op-
ponent was sneaking up to the 
front of the court, I hit to the 
back corner so she couldn’t 
get it.”

Additionally, the team 
sought to properly honor the 
final home match of the Se-
nior class.

Spaulding said, “It was the 
Seniors’ last home match, so 
we were definitely just trying 
to put everything on the line, 
and I think [the Seniors] were 
really working on playing 
their best squash for their last 
match at Andover.” 

She continued, “It was re-
ally nice to have all the sup-
port from the alumni and have 
a bunch of people there root-
ing for you and wanting you to 
do well.”

Andover was also able to 
rebound well after last week’s 
four-day long championship, 
according to third seed Chel-
sea Cho ’21.

She said, “Something we 
did well I think was stay-
ing focused throughout the 
whole match, even though we 
just came back from a really 
long and challenging tourna-
ment [U.S. High School Team 
Squash Championships] over 
the weekend, and we were 
all really sore and tired, but 
we kept our focus and beat 
Brooks.”

Andover will travel to 
Phillips Exeter Academy for 
a game on Wednesday. Al-
though it will be Andover’s 
second match against its rival 
team this season, following a 
6-1 victory against Exeter on 
January 20, Andover looks 
to enter the matchup having 
honed its ingame abilities.

Cho said, “I think we’re 
still looking to improve on our 
game plan… like just hitting 
tight rails, attacking when 
we need to, and not being too 
indecisive when we have the 
chance.” 

ETHAN WEISSMAN
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Graleigh Jones ’21 competed in the 
100-Yard Breaststroke, finishing 
3rd for Andover in 1:13.02 minutes.
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Jack O’Neil ’19 wrestles in the 138 pound weight class for Andover.

Andover

Brooks

6

1

S.ALSHAIBA/THE PHILLIPIAN

Jennifer Lee ’18 plays seventh seed 
for Andover.
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Zack Peng ’21 dives as his teammates and coaches look on.
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Arnold Su ’20 Breaks Andover’s Oldest 
Record Before Eastern Championships

Girls Dominate In 
Last Home Meet of Season

Andover Finishes Fourth At 
New England Tournament

Squash Cruises Past Brooks
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Piper Curtis ’13 earned her 
second world championship 
this January as part of the 
United States Women’s Un-
der-24 national ultimate team 
at the Ultimate World Cham-
pionships in Perth, Australia. 
The U.S.A. team went unde-
feated, with 12 wins and zero 
losses, and defeated Canada in 
the finals with a score of 15-6.

In 2014, Curtis also compet-
ed for the Under-20 team in 
Lecco, Italy, where the team 
also went undefeated to be-
come the 2014 World Champi-
ons.

 “It was close for the first bit, 
but then we took it away and 
it ended up being 15-6 at the 
end [in the finals against Can-
ada]. We had a few challenging 
games thrown in there, which 
was pretty exciting. Our game 
against Japan was really good; 
it was really close. It feels good 
to be able to come up on top, 
and see that our system works,” 
said Curtis.

A native of Andover, Mass., 
Curtis grew up playing soccer. 
She continued playing soccer 
all her four years at Andover 
and was recruited to play Di-
vision I college soccer at Dart-

mouth College. Curtis con-
sidered soccer her main sport 
until about a year ago, and had 
not even planned to play Ul-
timate Frisbee in college. In 
addition to soccer, Curtis now 
plays Ultimate Frisbee at Dart-
mouth.

 “I started playing at Ando-
ver my Lower year. I joined the 
team because I had a friend 
who was going to try out, so 
I went with her. I found that 
I really liked it; it is a pretty 
great sport. I started playing 
Ultimate my freshman year at 
Dartmouth in addition to soc-
cer and have been playing ever 
since,” said Curtis.

 Still, Curtis credits Andover 
for introducing her to the game 
and fostering her continued 
love for the sport.

 “Andover started my love for 
[ultimate], and that has been 
carried on and expanded upon 
as I have played in college and 
competed for the U.S. I learned 
basic stuff at Andover, which 
has been built upon since, but 
those [skills] have really served 
me well through college,” said 
Curtis. 

She continued, “I learned 
a lot of the rules at Andover, 
especially since ultimate is a 
self-officiating sport, and of-
ten in college not everyone has 
that. So, it was really helpful to 
have that already when I went 
to college.”

When first starting [ulti-
mate] at Andover, Curtis faced 
all of the natural challenges 
that accompany learning a new 
sport. However, she was able to 
carry over and utilize her ath-
leticism and field vision from 
soccer.

 “One of the biggest chal-
lenges I faced when starting 
out was learning a new sport, 
and learning how to throw and 
a whole new strategy. The fit-
ness and field vision is pret-
ty similar to soccer so that 

transferred over and made the 
transition a bit easier. Coach 
[Scott] Hoenig was definitely 
a key influence in my ultimate 
career. He was the one who in-
troduced me to the sport and 

taught me how to throw and 
cut,” said Curtis.

“Cutting” refers to stay-
ing open for teammates so 
that they can throw the cutter 
the frisbee in order to score a 
point, similar to how a football 
player scores a touchdown. 
Curtis plays as a cutter.

 Balancing Andover’s de-
manding academics, along 
with playing two varsity sports, 
helped to prepare Curtis for 
playing two collegiate sports at 
Dartmouth.

 “Playing two sports at An-
dover, definitely did help pre-
pare me to play two collegiate 
sports at Dartmouth. Espe-
cially with switching back and 
forth between different two 
sports. It also helped to do two 
sports at Andover in terms of 
time management,” said Curtis.

 Curtis now plays on 
all-women teams at Dartmouth 
and at the World level; howev-
er, at Andover, Curtis had few-
er female peers.

“One year I was the only girl 
on the team, and some of the 

other years I was one of three. 
I thought playing with the boys 
was fun, and I enjoyed it. It 
made the sport pretty compet-
itive and exciting,” said Curtis.

A few of her peers also com-
peted at the World Champion-
ships.

Curtis said, “I knew a few 
of the [competitors] because 
some of them had played at 
Dartmouth with me, but the 
majority of them I did not 
know, which was pretty excit-
ing…” 

Curtis is currently finishing 
her biomechanical engineering 
degree from the Thayer School 
of Engineering at Dartmouth, 
and is playing Ultimate Frisbee 
in her fifth and final year of el-
igibility.

“I graduated last spring from 
Dartmouth, but I am still here 
finishing up my engineering 
degree. I played soccer and ul-
timate all four years, but I am 
allowed to play five years of ul-
timate so I’m still playing this 
year at Dartmouth,” said Cur-
tis.

Piper Curtis ’13 Crowned 
Two-Time World Champion in Ultimate

LINDA BIBEAU

COURTESY OF PIPER CURTIS
Curtis learned to play Ultimate at 
Andover.

COURTESY OF PIPER CURTIS
 Curtis plays as a cutter. Similar to how a wide receiver scores a touchdown in football, her job is to catch the fris-
bee at in the scoring zone at the opponents’ end of the field in order to score a point.

COURTESY OF PIPER CURTIS
Curtis plays at the 2017 President’s Day Invitational.

KYLE SIMARD

Andover split a victory and a 
loss this week against St. Paul’s and 
Williston Northampton respec-
tively. After a narrow defeat on 
Saturday by Williston, with a score 
of 71-74, Andover came back on 
Wednesday to win against St. Paul’s 
with a score of 58-43. The team’s 
record now stands at 5-16.

Against Williston, the team had 
been losing for most of the match, 
but never gave up, and nearly com-
pleted a comeback at the end.

Co-Captain Dallion Johnson 
’20 said, “We dug ourselves in a 
hole, but we handled adversity 
well. When the game was getting 
out of control, we kept fighting and 
made a comeback. On defense, we 
need to make sure to close out hard 
on shooters and not allow easy 
buckets.”

Post-Graduate Derrick Herrick 
’18 added, “In the second half, we 
let them open up a big lead, but 
then we fought all the way back 
and made it a close game. The big 
run they had allowed them to sus-
tain the lead throughout the game, 
even when we made our big run 
they were able to hold the lead. We 
ended up only losing by three and 
we battled through adversity really 
well.” 

Throughout the week, Head 
Coach Terrell Ivory ’00 ran drills to 
improve the team’s defensive posi-
tioning in order to prepare for their 
next game against St. Pauls.

“We’ve been working on de-
fense, and putting in certain drills 

to emphasize being in help posi-
tion, and also staying in front of 
your man as best as you possibly 
can. People get beat, and we want 
to make sure that if a person guard-
ing somebody gets beat, then that 
doesn’t mean we automatically 
give up a basket. We need some-
body to come and help,” said Coach 
Ivory.

On Wednesday, the team used 
its improved motion offense and 
defensive positioning to emerge 
victorious against St. Paul’s, ac-
cording to Hogan Linzy ’19.

Linzy said, “Our offense worked 
very well. Our motion offense has 
slowly gotten better throughout 
the year and it showed today with 
wide open shots and layups. We 
were able to execute the game plan 
and that led us to win.”

Coach Ivory continued, “I think 
we did a much better job of at least 
being in position [on Wednesday] 
and being aware that we should 
be in a certain defensive position. 

That was a big improvement from 
the last few games.”

Going down into the final 
stretch of games before facing rival 
Phillips Exeter Academy, the team 
looks to use its momentum from 
practice and the last few games.

Johnson said, “We’ve been play-
ing better lately. In the next few 
games, we just want to focus on 
finishing strong.”

“We’re getting better and have 
made a ton of improvements. Our 
goal is to get better every time we 
step on the court whether that’s 
practice or a game. We’ve won 
three out of our last four games, 
which says a lot about our ability to 
be resilient,” said Coach Ivory. 

“I think we can use this win to 
fuel us for the next three games. 
We are focused on the next game 
against Pingree,” added Linzy.

After hosting Pingree this Sat-
urday, the team will travel to Deer-
field on Wednesday. 

BOYSBASKETBALL

After Narrow Loss, 
Andover Bounces Back Against St. Paul’s
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St. Paul’s

58

43
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Sean Kralik ’19 plays shooting guard for Andover.
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Despite falling to Pingree 47-
50 in a nail-biter game last Sat-
urday, Andover Girls Basketball 
rallied on Saturday with a 67-43 
win over BB&N. Andover’s re-
cord currently stands at 3-12.

According to Brooklyn Wirt 
’21, the girls have improved in 
offensive aspects of the game 
throughout the season, such as 
cutting and boxing out.

Wirt said, “I think our team 
really ran the offense well and 
we worked on the defense the 
whole game. We made sure we 
were cutting and doing all the 
things that we talked a lot about 
this season. We also boxed out so 

well. We haven’t been doing that 
necessarily all the time and a lot 
of our players really stepped up 
this game.”

In the game against Pingree, 
the team played a strong defense, 
according to Claire Brady ’20.

Brady said, “[Pingree] relied 
pretty heavily on their offense, 
but we had really good defense. 
Especially Emily Hardy ’20, 
[who] was playing their top play-
er, she was able to prevent her 
from scoring a lot of points. That 
definitely helped us, and that was 
something we’ve been working 
on and able to execute in games.”

According to Wirt, the girls 
needs to work on taking more 
open shots.

Wirt said, “We just don’t nec-
essarily want to be the one who 
takes the shot and you just kind 
of have to do it. There were a 
couple times in the game when 
we would just pass around the 
outside of the hoop instead of 
trying to take it to the basket or 
just shoot it.”

Against BB&N, the girls 
worked to improve their shots 

and swung the ball around well to 
make better passes and take more 
open shots than in their previous 
game, according to Brady.

Brady said, “For BB&N, we 
played really hard defense, 
pushed the ball on offense, and 
got transition points.” 

According to Coach Elizabeth 
Monroe, watching films of the 
games helps the girls pinpoint 
their weaknesses and strengths 
on the court.

Coach Monroe wrote in an 
email to The Phillipian, “We had 
a film session [last] Friday night 
that helped us a lot in our game 
on Saturday [against Pingree], so 
I imagine we will be doing the 
same to prepare for other games.”

The team will compete in the 
Eight Schools Tournament this 
weekend and will face off against 
Deerfield first on Friday.

Brady said, “We play on Friday 
against Deerfield. We’ve played 
them before, so we kind of know 
how they play. Hopefully that’ll 
give us an advantage going in, and 
bring it to them from the start.”

Continuing his co-captainship 
for Boys Cross Country, Giacomo 
Marino ’18, a four-year Senior from 

Durham, N.C., serves as a Co-Cap-
tain for Andover Boys Indoor Track 
& Field. Marino is recognized as an 
outstanding long-distance runner, 
specifically excelling in the one- 

and two-mile runs. 
According to Marino, he did not 

have much experience or motiva-
tion to run when he picked up the 
sport during his Junior year.

Marino said, “I began Indoor 
Track in my [Junior] year. I had 
previous experience in running, 
and I chose the sport because I did 
not have anything else to do in the 
winter.”

However, his love for the sport 
developed through his dedication 
and personal favor of the unique 
atmosphere of Indoor Track. 

Marino said, “Compared to oth-
er track sports, I think that there 
is a special atmosphere at Indoor 
Track. When I race, I am in a 
small, secluded space which makes 
the teammates physically closer, 
which fosters camaraderie within 
the team. Also, during the meets, 
I could hear everyone cheering, 
which makes me realize the phys-
ical support and voices I receive 
from my teammates, in contrast to 
outdoor track [during] which I am 
often by myself at the other side 
of the huge track. Everyone is of-
ten yelling and screaming for their 
teammates. It’s just an awesome 
space to be and to run [in].”

According to Marino, Indoor 
Track has equipped him with lead-
ership skills that have helped him 
recognize the great importance of 
team camaraderie and the necessi-
ty of a positive environment. 

Marino said, “Ever since I start-
ed, Indoor Track has positively 
[increased the] overall significance 
of running in my life. It definitely 
taught me the concept of what it 
means to be a member and now, a 
leading role of a team sport, while 
running is often perceived as an 
individual sport. I think track is 

very special because even though 
each member of the team could be 
involved in different events, we as-
semble together at meets, work for 
a common goal of winning. Team-
mates are often beside you when 
you’re competing, fostering such a 
good environment.”

According to teammate Alex 
Fleury ’20, Marino harnesses lead-
ership through his commitment to 
the sport and fosters a motivating 
environment for the team. 

Fleury said, “Giacomo is a great 
captain and inspires me to work 
hard every day. Everyday he is ex-
cited to get out there with the team 
and give it his all, which is some-
thing I strive to do. He leads us all, 
whether we are distance runners 
or throwers, to love the sport and 
compete well. He is always excited 
to get out there with the team and 
give it his all. He constantly brings 
a good attitude, which creates a en-
ergetic team environment.”

Assistant Coach Jeffrey Domina 
wrote an email to The Phillipian, 
“[Marino] loves to compete, and he 
does a great job of balancing atten-
tion to his opponents and focus on 
running his own race. When he’s 
on the track, he wins points for his 
team and inspires his teammates 
to do their best as well. Giacomo’s 
athleticism is evident not only in 
every race but also in every work-
out. He works hard, and he knows 
how to push himself, and you can 
see the joy he feels in doing so.”

According to Head Coach Re-
becca Hession, Marino retains 
leadership over the entire team de-
spite its large roster, with over 100 
students. 

Coach Hession said, “Giacomo 
understands that the team compo-
nent of track and field is incredibly 

important. Giacomo’s strengths 
include his ability to foster a sense 
of community with the entire 
team, how he leads by example 
with own training and approach 
to competition and his genuine en-
thusiasm the sport. With over 100 
teammates on [Andover Track & 
Field], the ability to inspire a sense 
of community is key to a successful 
season. “

Unfortunately, Marino is suf-
fering from injury and is unable to 
compete for the rest of the season. 

According to Michael Turner 
’20, despite his inability to com-
pete, Marino always maintains his 
presence at the meets and cheers 
for his teammates. 

Turner said, “Giacomo has been 
a great captain. Even though he is 
injured, he still comes to meets and 
practice. He is a great source on 
inspiration for every one of us. [An 
example of his inspiration is his] 
speeches for the team before every 
meet for us to get hyped and rallied 
up.”

Since joining the team her Ju-
nior year, Andover Track & Field 
Co-Captain Fredericka Lucas ’18 
has consistently impressed her 
teammates with both her enthusi-
asm and athletic prowess through-
out the season, according to Sadie 
Cheston-Harris ’20 and Alex Fleu-
ry ’20.

“Fredericka is always positive 
and ready to help and encourage 
others. When I was on a relay with 
her, she did a great job keeping us 
confident and motivated before our 
event. She is not only incredibly 
fast, but also leads by example, and 
is an incredibly genuine and kind 
person,” said Cheston-Harris.

After picking up spring track 
in middle school, Lucas looked to 
continue her running career at An-
dover.

“I started doing outdoor track in 
seventh grade, but I didn’t do both 
seasons until I got to Andover… I 
kind of picked it up just because I 

thought it was really fun,” Lucas 
said.

Lucas has grown to become a 
top runner for Andover, specializ-
ing in the 55 and 300 meter dashes 
as well as the High Jump. Accord-
ing to Cheston-Harris, her ath-
leticism makes her a leader of the 
team.

“This indoor track season went 
really well. Fredericka definite-
ly played a huge part in that, both 
spirit wise and points wise. She 
places in a wide variety of events 
which helps the girls team with 
points, but she also provides as 
someone other teammates strive 
to be, in turn, pushing us to work 
harder,”  said Cheston-Harris.

In addition to her love for run-
ning, Lucas has grown to love both 
the individual and team aspect 
that, not only the sport offers, but 
specifically what Andover offers. 

“I think one of the really cool 
things about track is that you com-
pete individually, but you’re also 
part of a team, so you really get to 
experience both sides of the sport,” 
said Lucas. “Even though you’re 
working towards a personal best 
and you want to do the best that 
you can as an individual athlete, all 
of your points still go to the team 
winning and you still have all of 
your team cheering and supporting 
you — and you’re cheering every-
one else on the team as well. I think 
that’s something really cool and 
unique about track,” 

Going into the season, Lucas fo-
cused on creating a close, support-
ive environment for her teammates 
so that each runner could feel in-
cluded and excited to be part of the 
team.

Lucas said, “I think my goals as 
captain were to connect with as 

many people on the team as pos-
sible. There’s a hundred people 
on the team, so there’s a ton of dif-
ferent events, and I’m not always 
spending time with everyone on 
the team, like distance runners, but 
I wanted to try to learn everyone’s 
names so I could cheer on as many 
people as possible.”

According to Isobel Glass ’21, 
Lucas not only met her goal of 
making the team a supportive and 
inclusive atmosphere but exceeded 
it.

“Fred is a great role model and 
leader on the team through her 
easygoing and always warm spir-
it, her incredible strength on the 
track, and her commitment to 
including everyone and helping 
people improve. I look up to her so 
much!” Glass wrote in an email to 
The Phillipian.

In her time as captain, Lucas has 
led Andover through an incredi-
bly successful season. With Lucas 
leading the way, Girls Varsity has 
won all of its matches this year, in-
cluding a close one-point victory 
against Exeter in its final full-team 
meet.

“I think my favorite memories 
are from the closest meets — and 
for some reason, in my time here, 
it always comes down to one point 
for Andover/Exeter for the girls 
meets, so every year we have no 
idea which way it’s going to go… It 
always comes down to the last race, 
so everyone’s out there on the track 
cheering on [their] teammates be-
cause [they] know this will really 
make or break the meet. So these 
memories, the ones where the 
team has to rally together for a real-
ly close meet, those are my favorite 
memories,” said Lucas.

Looking forward, Lucas is excit-

ed to compete in the spring and en-
joy every moment of her last season 
of Andover track.

Lucas said, “When you get to 
your Senior year and you look back, 
you realize that four years can go by 
really, really quickly. So one piece of 
advice I’d give future runners is that 
even though there are always ups 

and downs, definitely just make the 
most of every moment and try your 
hardest in every single aspect of the 
sport — because you don’t want to 
look back and have any regrets. Re-
ally [try to] immerse yourself in the 
team as much as possible because 
it’s a great sport and it’s a great ex-
periences.”

Lucas Establishes an Inclusive and Positive Atmosphere
Captain Feature

J.BUEHLER/THE PHILLIPIAN
Lucas led the team to a one-point 
victory over Exeter on Saturday.

Captain Giacomo Marino ’18 Treats Running as a Team Sport
Captain Feature

RIKU TANAKA

S.BAHNASY/THE PHILLIPIAN
Marino serves as captain for over 
100 athletes.

M.CALLAHAN/THE PHILLIPIAN

Lucas won the High Jump, 55-Meter Dash, and 300-Meter Dash in Ando-
ver’s dual meet against Exeter on Saturday. In addition, she anchored a 
winning 4x200m relay

J.BUEHLER/THE PHILLIPIAN
Marino and Lucas lead the track team in a post-meet cooldown lap.

JULIET GILDEHAUS

Girls Basketball Nets Third Win of the Season
HANNAH ZHANG

GIRLSBASKETBALL

Andover

Pingree

47

50

Andover

BB&N

67

43

J.BUEHLER/THE PHILLIPIAN
Cassidy Musco ’19 is a new addition to Andover this season.

INDOORTRACK&FIELD
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Plan the 
summer of 
a lifetime!
livethelanguage.com

Phone: 1-800-992-1892
Email: ILS@ef.com
Instagram: @eflanguagecenters

International
Language Campuses

Study from 2-10 weeks abroad this summer.  
You will live like a local while practicing a new 
language and making friends from around the 
globe. Learn French, Spanish, Italian, German, 
Japanese, Chinese, & Korean
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Girls JV Squash 
sealed another 
victory away at 
Brooks on Saturday. 
Andover won 7-0, 
which brings its 
season record to 
5-1. The team will 
conclude its season 
with a home match 
against Exeter next 
Wednesday.

Boys JV Squash 
defeated Brooks on 
Saturday as well, 
earning a 6-1 victory. 
The team’s season 
record now stands 
at 9-2. Andover 
will play Concord 
Academy on Friday 
and then wrap-up its 
season with a match 
against Exeter next 
Wednesday.

Sofia Slovenski ’18

Time and time again, 
Post-Graduate Sophia Slovens-
ki ’18 has proven herself to be a 
key member of Girls Track and 
Field. Slovenski has broken her 
own school record in the pole 
vault multiple times this win-
ter, which now stands at 10’6” 
inches after Saturday’s meet 
against Phillips Exeter Acade-
my. She has also run dominant 
performances in the 55 meter 
hurdles and 4x400 meter relay, 
and contributed valuable points 
to the team in the long jump.

Her prowess as a compet-
itor, versatility as an athlete, 
and presence as a teammate 
has earned her The Phillipian’s 
Athlete of the Week.

What do you do in track? 

In Toronto, there was a 
thing called pod meets that 
my dad invented. It’s where 
you do three running events, 
three jumping events, and 

three throwing events. Here I 
specialize in pole vault, javelin 
and hurdles. But [during the] 
indoor season, I just do pole 
vault.”

When did you start run-
ning? 

Third grade. It used to be 
[that] only fourth grade and 
above could do track. My dad 
made a third grade team. My 
first track meet, however, was 
when I was four, and the fast-
est run I’ve ever done was to-
wards my mom because they 
shot the gun, and I didn’t know 
what was happening. I was 
scared of the gun.

What does track mean to 
you? 

It’s my life, it’s such a big 
part of me. I started pole vault-
ing in ninth grade. I wouldn’t 
be me without it. Unlike vol-
leyball, you only play with 
the ball. But with track, I can 
throw one day [and] run and 
jump other days.

How is the track season 
going for you so far?

It’s been really really good. 
The first meet of the season, 
I broke the school record [in 
pole vault]. It was at Harvard 
[at the Greater Boston Track 
Club Invitational]. The school 
record was [8’7” and] on my 
first jump, I jumped 9’. As the 
season progressed, I jumped 
[10 ‘6”]. My personal best is 
[11’7”]… I haven’t come close to 
my personal best yet this sea-
son. So, I still have a long way 
to go.

What motivates you to 
work hard? 

It’s the most fun I ever had 
in the seconds you are flying. 
The bigger the pole you get on, 
the higher you go. My parents 
are so supportive; my mom is 
my biggest fan. She has come 
to all my track meets so far.

How do you feel about the 
team?

[At] my old school, the track 
team was me, my sister, and 
some other guy. So this is a 
big change. At the end of the 
warm up, [the Andover track 
team comes] into a small cir-
cle, [does] jumping jacks, and 
[cheers]. Then the captains 
give their hype speech. That 
why I love doing track, the 
team is so supportive.

What pushes you through 
the hard times? 

From 2015-2016, I had a re-
ally big mental block, I jumped 
[10 feet, 6 inches] in 2015. All I 
ever saw was me falling. I had 
to teach myself the basics men-
tally. In 2015, I won the On-
tario Championships (OFSA), 
but this past year when I went 
again, I had that mental block. 
I was on the runway, and I had 
already messed up my stepping 
during my final attempt. I was 
planning to bail, but I thought 
to myself, “I can’t just bail, 
this is my last chance!” So I 
just went for it, and my coach 
was like, “She took off!” After 
that attempt, I finally [scaled] 
the bar and [broke] my mental 
block.

YUBO JIN

Athlete of the Week

Basil Alfaro ’18

With outstanding performanc-
es this season in the 600- and 
400-Meter Run, Basil Alfaro ’18 
has greatly strengthened Andover 
Boys Indoor Track and Field this 
year. At the Greater Boston Track 
Club Invitational, Alfaro secured 
a third place finish in the 600-Me-
ter Run with a time of 1:24.42 
minutes.

His determined attitude and 
desire to keep improving makes 
Alfaro an incredible asset to the 
team and has earned him The 
Phillipian’s athlete of the week.

What was your track experi-
ence before coming to Andover?

Before Andover, I did summer 
track back home in Charleston 
and I didn’t actually do distance. 
Instead I did hurdles, long jump, 
and triple jump. But then I busted 
my hip really badly, and I switched 
to distance because of that.

What personal and team 
goals did you have for the sea-
son?

For winter track [the goal] is 
always to get ready for outdoor 
track. To be more concrete, big 
goals would be [getting a person-
al record] in the 600m, and in the 
4x4 as well. Also setting a school 
record and breaking it is always 
good. Most of the goals for in-
door are getting as prepared as 
you can for outdoor because 
that is where most of the fun 
and competition is. [By the time 
I graduate], I want to win the 
race in the 800m at Interschols, 
so that’s definitely one big goal. 
I’d say time-wise I am not really 
sure, I think the most concrete 
one is being first place in the 800.

What is something you 
think you improved on and the 
team has improved on this sea-
son? 

I think I’ve improved a lot, 
comparatively to preseason, 
on my discipline and diligence 
about things outside of running, 
like what I eat, or training after, 
stretching after, things like that. 
I have made running to be a lot 
more than just the practice time. 

What is your favorite thing 
about track? 

There is always something to 
shoot for, a time to try and break 
or a person to try and catch. You 

will never be the best, I mean 
you can be, but there is only one 
person. Having that idea that 
you will never be the best, but 
in a hopeful way, [means] there 
is always a next step to take that 
is even harder and harder to do. 
So there is never an end which is 
what I love about it.  

How has your track career 
differentiated since you came 
to Andover?

It’s a lot more competitive. 
Running in middle school ver-
sus high school is obviously a 
big thing. I’d say I have also fine-
tuned myself a lot more, I have 
learned more of what I am good 
at. Before, during [Junior] and 
Lower year, I would kind of just 
run 400m and 800m, but as I got 
older I learned more about what 
I enjoyed, as well as what I am 
good at. I was able to specialize 
which I enjoyed a lot more.

What has been your favorite 
part about being a member of 
this team? 

I would say the tradition, as 
well as the loose team dynamic 
[is my favorite part of the team] 
in a way. You pull a lot of people 
together, who do a lot of different 
things, and are different in a lot 
ways, especially based on their 
events. A big challenge of track is 
how you figure that out, how you 
bond with people outside your 
events, and how you bond with 
people you don’t know at all. 
That’s what makes it really fun, 
it’s never an inner circle thing, 
it’s a bunch of people and you 
are both by yourself, as well as a 
huge team. 

What has been the most 
valuable thing you’ve learned 
so far from being on this team? 

 
How to balance being an in-

dividual as well as being a team-
mate. I would say track is a very 
individual sport, but there is also 
a team aspect to it with scoring 
and the people you train with. A 
very hard balance with track, and 
racing sports in general, is how to 
be the best athlete and teammate 
you can be, and I think I have 
learned how to prioritize them 
both.

Athlete of the Week

PHOEBE BICKS

M.CHEUNG/THE PHILLIPIAN
Slovenski is undefeated against 
high school athletes in Pole Vault 
this season.

J.BUEHLER/THE PHILLIPIAN

While Pole Vault is her main event, Slovenski participates in others, as well. Here, she is pictured in her run-up to 
the Long Jump.

D.ZHU/THE PHILLIPIAN
Alfaro now runs distance, but he 
started track as a hurdler and 
jumper.

S.AGRAWAL/THE PHILLIPIAN

Alfaro (right) in the 600-Meter 
Run, alongside Owen Glover ’19.

Girls JV Basketball 
secured a narrow 
43-42 victory at home 
against Rivers last 
Friday, which helped 
to boost the team’s 
season record to 8-1. 
The team will play 
BB&N next Wednes-
day before conclud-
ing its season against 
Exeter in two weeks. 

Boys JV Basketball 
also won this week-
end, beating Cushing 
away 47-42. The win 
brought Andover’s re-
cord to 5-5. The team 
will play Worcester 
on Wednesday and 
Brooks on Thursday.

Girls JV Hockey 
added another 
victory to its record 
by defeating Law-
rence Academy 
10-0. Andover’s 
record now stands 
at 7-1-1. The team 
will go to St. Paul’s 
on Wednesday for 
its last away game 
of the season.

Boys JV Hockey 
secured two victories 
this week against 
St. John’s Prep and 
Governor’s Academy. 
Against St. John’s, the 
team won 3-2 and 
then won 4-2 against 
Gov’s. The team will 
play Austin Prep on 
Wednesday and then 
compete agaianst 
Andover High for the 
second time this sea-
son on Friday.
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Forrest Eimold ’18 pressed 
his hands and feet onto the 
keys of the organ while he ner-
vously sang, “I’m gay,” to begin 
his self-composed piece titled 
“Second Announcement.” The 
room fell silent for a moment 
before erupting into applause. 

Eimold performed this song 
when he was 15 while at Green-
wood Music Camp, a summer 
program focused on chamber 
music. As a child, Eimold was 
inspired to begin playing the 
organ after hearing an organist 
perform at his music school. 
Although he first began his 
music career by playing the 
piano, the performance made 

him fall in love with the ver-
satility of the organ. He began 
taking lessons shortly after. 

“I knew that organs were fa-
mous — or even infamous — for 
playing very loudly, but I was 
blown away at how the organist 
at the school was able to play 
extremely quietly with both 
instruments. I had not realized 
how versatile the instrument 
was… I like the diversity inher-
ent in the instrument. You have 
all these different sets of pipes 
which produce very different 
sounds, and, as an organist, I 
am able to select from a diverse 
set of pipes almost as a painter 
would select colors from a pal-
ette,” said Eimold.

Throughout his eight years 
of playing the organ, music 

has become an integral part of     
Eimold’s life. He uses music as 
a way to convey his emotions 
and thoughts to an audience in 
a way that is authentic to him. 
According to Eimold, he often 
attempts to translate experi-
ences from his personal life 
into music, creating original 
compositions that convey a 
message or story to others.

Eimold said, “I realized that 
I was a musician as well as a 
player when I was able to in-
tegrate music with the rest of 
my life… [Since then], I’ve tried 
my best to make it my mission 
to integrate pieces of life with 
pieces of music. For instance, 
compositionally speaking, I 
have written around 15 com-
position settings about tweets 

from Donald Trump, someone 
I really don’t like,” said Eimold.

In addition to producing 
pieces based on his own life 
experiences, Eimold also takes 
inspiration from pieces written 
by renowned composers, emu-
lating and building off of their 
styles of composing.

“I’ve also used pre-existing 
pieces of music as new pieces 
of music, if you wil, as if I saw 
a piece of music on the ground, 
and I picked it up. Imagine 
a piano piece by [Johannes 
Brahms] which you find on the 
side of the road. It’s been bad-
ly damaged, and it will never 
be what it once was 150 years 
ago. Compositionally speaking, 
I try to present that type of im-
agery,” said Eimold.

Eimold’s passion for music 
and the organ is evident even 
among his peers, and he often 
spends hours practicing, ac-
cording to Sarah Langr ’18.

Langr, a friend of Eimold, 
said, “As a musician [in gener-
al], Forrest is absolutely amaz-
ing, and [music is] definitely 
his number one passion. But, 
as an organist, it’s kind of fun-
ny. He’ll come back to the dorm 
at 9:30 at night after practicing 
the organ for two hours, which 
is a lot of dedication, but I can 
tell he really enjoys it. The 
amount of passion and dedi-
cation he has for not only the 
organ, but music as a whole, is 
really inspiring.”

According to Eimold, one 
of his most memorable con-
certs took place last October 
in Cambridge, during which 
he performed pieces by British 

composer Michael Finnissy. 
“[Finnissy’s] music is very 

challenging. It is also very 
moving. It is very intellectu-
al, yet it also has a stupendous 
emotional effect on me and — I 
hope — the listeners [as well]. 
It was great to be able to learn 
[those pieces]. It also involved 
me playing weird combinations 
of instruments. For example, I 
had to present one of his piec-
es for organ, piano, and violin. 
Then I had to play a piece for 
organ, piano, electric keyboard, 
flute and violin. It was really 
cool to present weird instru-
mental combinations like that,” 
said Eimold. 

Eimold hopes to share his 
passion for the organ and urg-
es others to try the instrument. 
According to Eimold, being at 
Andover has allowed him to 
develop his skills as an organist 
and grow as a musician. 

“I think because the organ is 
historically a religious instru-
ment, it can be hard for some 
people to get into. I for one am 
not religious, and I think it’s 
been a great joy for me to re-
alize that the fact that I’m not 
religious doesn’t preclude me 
from playing this wonderful in-
strument, which happens to be 
located in sacred spaces,” said 
Eimold. “At Andover, it’s really 
wonderful to present my organ 
playing in a variety of settings. 
I have also — speaking more 
generally about music — been 
exposed to different sorts of 
music that I otherwise would 
not have.”

 

Forrest Eimold ’18 Shares Stories 
Through Self-Composed Organ Pieces

HANNA WU

C.WAGGONER/THE PHILLIPIAN
Forrest Eimold ’18 has been playing the organ for eight years.

“Open up baby,” said John 
Moreland ’18 as he squirt-
ed whipped cream into the 
mouth of audience mem-
ber Emma Chatson ’18. The 
crowd roared with laughter 
as he straddled Chatson, giv-
ing her a lap dance.

This scene, which poked 
fun at Blue Key Head Extrav-
aganzas, was one of several 
skits performed by Sketchy, 
Andover’s sketch comedy 
group. Sketchy’s first show 
of the year featured seven 
sketches and took place last 
Saturday in Steinbach The-
atre in George Washington 
Hall.

Co-head Nell Fitts ’18 said, 
“We were doing a fair amount 
of parody and satire, so if I 
had to pick a theme, I’d go 
with that. It’s important be-
cause we’re all very narcissis-
tic and need an outlet.”

Mac Katkavich ’21, a mem-
ber of Sketchy, said, “We 
performed a set of sketches 
spanning from topics like fake 
friends and weird things cou-
ples do to abortion and cou-
ples therapy. [Some skits] just 
sort of started from a concept 
that sounded funny to us, and 
it would gradually develop 
into a sketch.”

Despite some technical 
issues, Sketchy’s cast con-

tinued to perform under the 
unexpected circumstances. 
According to Fitts, the best 
parts of shows often happen 
during moments that are un-
planned. 

Audience member Yishu 
Chen ’19 said, “I loved how 
[Max Rigby-Hall ’18] just im-
provised with his phone’s 
flashlight when the lights 
malfunctioned and how 
[Rachna Lewis ’19] incor-
porated her injury into the 
skit. Sketchy shows are the 
best because it’s somewhere 
where you can have a lot of 
fun and just laugh whole-
heartedly without taking of-
fense at anything, which is 
not always easy to do here.”

Co-head John Moreland ’18 
said, “I was proud of everyone 
in the group. As a co-head, it’s 
always great to see your group 
succeed and feel good about 
themselves after a show.”

Several skits highlighted 
current issues on campus. 
According to Rigby-Hall, all 
members contributed to writ-
ing sketches.

“For example, [Lucy Com-
er ’18] and I started writing 
‘speed dating,’ and then ev-
eryone kind of picked it up to 
finish it. I would say our big-
gest challenge was not break-
ing character. It’s hard not to 
laugh when I hear [Lewis] say 
‘butter my egg roll’ directly to 
my face,” said Rigby-Hall.

Henry Crater ’20, another 
member of Sketchy, said, “A 
lot of the material was rele-
vant to what’s going on at An-
dover right now… For exam-
ple, the abortion sketch was 
making a point about the low 
quality of the sex education 
or preparation [that Rebecca 
M. Sykes Wellness Center] 
provides.”

The show also parodied 
various faculty members, 
namely Assistant Director of 
Admission Peter Dignard ’07, 
Associate Director of Admis-
sion Natalie Wombwell, and 
Director of Admission Op-
erations Vivien Mallick, in a 
sketch titled “C.ENLOW19.” 
In this skit, Sketchy brought 
together recent gossip on 
campus about faculty mem-
bers.

“[The sketch] was about 
Team Shuman, the admis-
sions team, making a catfish 
Instagram account and try-
ing to follow students. ‘C.EN-
LOW19’ was based off of an 
actual Instagram account 
that we found. [Rigby-Hall] 
texted our group chat about 
it, and we all thought it was 
really odd. [Rigby-Hall di-
rect messaged] her, and we 
used the actual responses in 
the sketch. We all thought it 
would be funny if Admissions 
made this account to snoop 
on students,” said Sketchy 
member Emily Jackson ’19.

Sketchy Parodies Faculty and Students in First Show of the Year

HANNA WU

P.EMERSON/THE PHILLIPIAN
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John Moreland ’18 and Max Rigby-Hall ’18 act in one of the various skits 
that made up Sketchy’s first performance of the year.

J.KRIKORIAN/THE PHILLIPIAN

Emma Chatson ’18, audience member, is incorporated into a skit as John Moreland ’18 squeezes whipped cream 
into her mouth.

J.KRIKORIAN/THE PHILLIPIAN

Rachna Lewis ’19 played off of her injury in her skit. 
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Illuminated by piercing 
red spotlights, Alice Tang ’18, 
Emma Wong ’18, and Daniela 
Ronga ’18 extend their arms 
in long, flowing movements. 
With their backs turned to 
the audience, they sway to the 
chords of Camila Cabello’s 
“Havana.” As the song reach-
es the chorus, the trio tiptoes 
towards the audience, ex-
tending their arms to the sky 
before twirling in opposite 
directions to create a hypno-
tizing pattern.

“The music just kind of 
comes up really quietly, and 
the lights do, too. It’s really 
soft, and I think it’s a really 
powerful moment where it’s 
kind of seductive in a way. It 
really captures the audience 
in the beginning,” said Ronga.

This performance choreo-
graphed by the three dancers 
is one of the 19 dances slated 
to be performed at this year’s 
Dance Open. The show is di-
rected by Yishu Chen ’19 and 
will showcase dance genres 
including tap, hip hop, jazz, 
and more.

“I love that you get to see 
all different parts of the 
dance community here. I feel 
like in some shows, you only 
see very strict modern type 
or ballet. For example, in 
Grasshopper, you might only 

see large dance groups, but 
with Dance Open, you get to 
see a lot of small, more inde-
pendent dance organizations. 
People are a lot more creative 
with their styles, and there’s 
just so much more diversity 
in the types of dancers and 
what they’re interested in…” 
said Tang.

Another performance fea-
tures the hip-hop trio Layomi 
Oloritun ’20, Tafari Friday 
’20, and Anntonia Taylor ’20. 
Against green lights, the three 
dance to a mashup of songs by 
Lil Uzi Vert: “444-222,” “The 
Way Life Goes,” “Oh Wonder,”  
“Sauce It Up,” and “Wanted 
You.” Choreographed by Olo-
ritun, the three dancers each 
perform a brief solo before 
coming together and jumping 
as a group. The dance ended 
with the trio walking off the 
stage together while kicking 
their legs back and throwing 
their arms over their heads.

Oloritun said, “Most peo-
ple think of hip hop as people 
saying the N-word a bunch 
of times and about beat fe-
tishism. To me, hip hop is a 
movement. It’s the music that 
I listen to and the music that I 
like. That’s why I get inspired 
by it. A lot of stuff I do in the 
dance and in the dance pro-
grams here are hip hop, so I 
wanted to transfer that to one 
of my own pieces.”

The show also features Mi-
chelle Zhao ’19 and Francesca 

Santiago ’20 dancing a duet 
to the song “Lies” by Marina 
and the Diamonds. The duo 
engages in a push and pull of 
twirls under a pale blue light, 
representing the dynamic 
of two lovers falling apart. 
During one part of the perfor-
mance, Zhao lies down on the 
ground and Santiago stretch-
es over her, hands searching 
the ground as she looks for 
someone that is not there.

“Getting everything down 
and everything polished was 
hard because I had never 
choreographed up until this 
point. We definitely wanted 
to do somewhat of a roman-
tic duet. We were actually in-
spired by ‘Purple Rain,’ which 
was featured in the [Andover 
Dance Group] 2017 fall dance 
show,” said Zhao.

The show also includes a 
performance by SLAM, An-
dover’s step team. Starting in 
complete darkness, stomps 
break the silence as they split 
from their formation in a cir-
cle. With loud and powerful 
movements, the group danc-
es to the sound of their own 
stomps and claps, chanting 
“drop that beat,” until the 
song “Lemon” by N.E.R.D. 
and Rihanna begins. SLAM 

members jump and high kick 
into a straight line where they 
walk off stage in a synchro-
nized fashion.

Annie McGovern ’18, a 
member of SLAM, said, “We 
kind of went into this year 
trying to incorporate dance 
and music and just our typical 
SLAM movement in silence 
using our own voices. It’s 
kind of a mashup of a bunch 
of different things, which is 
what I think makes it really 
interesting and unique.”

The performances will be 
held in Steinbach Theater in 
George Washington Hall on 
at 7:30 p.m. on Friday, Febru-
ary 16; 7:00 p.m. on Saturday, 
February 17; and 2:00 p.m. on 
Sunday, February 18.

Tessa Conrardy

CAMPUS COMICS

Dance Open 2018 Presents Diversity of Movement

KAITLIN LIM &
 KATE MACLEOD
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Dance Open 2018, directed by Yishu Chen ’19, will feature 19 dances in styles including tap, hip hop, jazz, and step.

S.ALSHAIBA/THE PHILLIPIAN

SLAM, Andover’s step team, incorporates powerful stomps, claps, music, and their own voices into their perfor-
mance.

S.ALSHAIBA/THE PHILLIPIAN

GO SEE DANCE OPEN!!!
STEINBACH THEATER

SHOWTIMES: 
FRIDAY 7:30 P.M.

SATURDAY 7:00 P.M.
SUNDAY 2:00 P.M.
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Leaning into the piano, Shy-
an Koul ’19 played a chord and 
began to sing, glancing over 
at his duet partner, Julia Pratt 
’19. As the notes slowed, Koul’s 
voice became more powerful, 
earning cheers from the audi-
ence. Pratt and Koul performed 
“Crazy” by Gnarls Barkley at 
Grasshopper 2017, which fea-
tured an early 2000s theme.

Koul said, “We had to sing a 
song that we grew up listening 
to, but we also made it our own 
a lot by arranging it very differ-
ently. It was really nice to sing 
with one of my friends in front 
of so many people, and to share 
that experience with someone 
else, who is also just an incred-
ible singer. Also, it was just a 
nice musical song that we could 
really vibe with and get into, 

and we could really feel that 
connection with the audience.”

Koul has been singing as long 
as he can remember. With the 
emphasis his family put on mu-
sical pursuits, he began playing 
violin at the age of six. When he 
came to Andover, Koul decided 
to sing publicly for the fun of it. 

“In middle school, I was in 
the school play… and that was 
a nice experience, but I really 
enjoyed being with other peo-
ple and performing with other 
people. I also wanted to try out 
the waters and see if I could do 
something on my own and re-
ally explore. I feel like it gave 
a lot of opportunity to explore 
myself and find my own style, 
which I found really import-
ant,” said Koul.

According to Koul, he is 
heavily inspired by his close 
friends and family, especially 
his uncle. He says that he con-
tinued singing mostly due to the 
support of those around him. 

“My uncle used to always 
sing for me, and he just had a 
really, really, nice, wholesome 
voice which I loved. He always 
pushed the musical side of me, 
and it was a great thing to have 
someone like that in my life,” 
said Koul.

Koul’s first performance at 
Andover was during his Junior 
year at Grasshopper. He sang 
“Yesterday” by The Beatles 
with Keynotes, Andover’s co-ed 
a cappella group.

“[Junior] Fall, I had a solo 
with Keynotes at Grasshopper, 
and I was frightened. I was so 
scared. When I was there, you 
could tell that I was so awk-
ward. We were supposed to 
sway from side to side, and I 
was so nervous, I could barely 

do it. That was the first time I 
had sung in front of a lot of peo-
ple, and it was at a new school. 
It was [Junior] Fall. I was just a 
tiny little kid,” said Koul. 

Koul says that at the start of 
his singing career in Andover, 
he struggled with finding the 
confidence needed to get into 
the gifted musical scene at An-
dover. He wanted to share his 
own style of singing.

“One thing that was kind 
of weird was that my style 
wouldn’t be easily compared 
to other people, which really 
gave me a sense of anxiety, be-
cause normally when you hear 
someone’s voice you’d be like 
‘Oh, they kind of sound like Sam 
Smith, or they give me vibes of 
Ed Sheeran,’ and I never got 
those kinds of comments. I re-
ally started to realize eventual-
ly that a lot of things that came 
from me came from where I 
come from, and what I do, and 
my history and background, 
that give me a different style,” 
said Koul.

Since then, Koul has gone 
on to sing in solos and duets at 
Grasshopper, Abbot Cabaret, 
and various Coffee Houses as 
well as performing in his first 
theater production at Andover, 
Ragtime. Koul sees singing as 
a way to momentarily depart 
from the stresses of Andover 
life.

“[Singing] gives you a space 
to really analyze what you want 
to express. That’s something 
that we don’t really take a lot 
of time to do, but I really like 
how when I sing or when I’m 
practicing, I can take that time 
to think about what I want and 
how I can execute that,” said 
Koul.

Shyan Koul ’19 Shares 
Culture and History Through Singing

STEPHANIE YANG 

H.SOLOMON/THE PHILLIPIAN
Koul performed a slowed-down version of “Crazy” by Gnarls Barkley with 
Julia Pratt ’19 at Grasshopper Night 2017. 

For more coverage, check 
out the video at 

youtube.com/phillipianvideo.

D.TULLER/THE PHILLIPIAN
According to Shyan Koul ’19, his 
style of singing has been influ-
enced by his background and 
family history. 

‘I Yell At Strangers’: 
Nell Fitts ’18 Connects With Other Students Through Podcasting

“What I know about [you, An-
drew Wang ’18] is that you have 
glasses, run track, yup, that’s in his 
Facebook profile. And also, when 
I was talking to [Amanda Li ’18], 
she mentioned that I should refer 
to you as ‘Humanities Boy?’ ” said 
Nell Fitts ’18 to Wang during the 
second edition of her podcast, “I 
Yell At Strangers.”

In her podcasts, Fitts holds 
unscripted and candid hour-long 
conversations with students she 
has barely interacted with during 
her time at Andover. Her first 
guest was Eastlyn Frankel ’18, and 
Wang was featured in her second 
installment.

Fitts said, “The podcast me-
dium can really enable me to get 
closer with some people that I 
otherwise would’ve just heard 
their name mentioned over a 
lunch table and said, ‘Oh yeah, I 
think I heard that kid is cool,’ and 
never gotten to know them any 
better.”

Wang said, “We bonded over 
space and the possibility of multi-
ple universes and just how grand 
our universe is. I’m really into 
space and all that stuff, so it was 
interesting to talk about. We also 
bonded over rock music.”

Fitts developed her love for 
radio shows and podcasts due to 
influence from her parents. Since 
a young age, Fitts grew up hear-

ing her parents listen to radio 
shows such as NPR, and she soon 
became immersed in the world of 
radio, podcasts, and audiobooks.

“I just continued to go down 
that path of audio media like 
Audible. I listen to a lot of audio-
books, and podcasts are really 
just a fun way to receive infor-
mation and can go very in-depth 
into things that you normally 
wouldn’t think to go in-depth 

on,” said Fitts.
Fitts first got the idea for her 

podcast when she was listening to 
an episode of the podcast “Gilm-
ore Guys,” where the hosts were 
able to interview a cast member 
from the show “Gilmore Girls.”

“I loved the interviewer’s style, 
and I was thinking, ‘I should to-
tally start a podcast,’ ” said Fitts. 
“So then I was thinking, ‘What 
might I do for a concept?’ Sud-

denly, ‘I Yell At Strangers,’ which 
is the title of my podcast, just 
popped into my head.”

Hosting a podcast has chal-
lenged Fitts by pushing her to 
find ways to make her guests feel 
comfortable. According to Fitts, 
since some students are more 
natural speakers than others, 
she strives to ask a wide range of 
questions to encourage students 
to open up about their interests 

and experiences.  
Wang said, “The podcast was 

an interesting experience. I’ve 
never done something like that 
before where I sit down for an 
hour with a complete stranger. 
I’ve never actually known Nell 
just by being with her for three 
years at Andover. It was inter-
esting to have questions thrown 
at me in the frame of ‘I Yell At 
Strangers.’ ”

Diva Harsoor ’18, a friend of 
Fitts, said, “I think Nell is a super 
fun conversationalist, and she’s 
great at making people feel com-
fortable, so this podcast is a really 
good fit for her.”

Fitts also hopes to encourage 
empathy with her podcast and 
enable her listeners to acquaint 
themselves with people that they, 
too, might have never met.

“It’s very easy to judge people 
you’ve never spoken to and never 
heard their perspective on things, 
so this podcast really gives a voice 
to the person you pass on the 
path. That can really open peo-
ple up to being more like, ‘Wow, 
I never really knew that that per-
son was like that, but on Nell’s 
podcast, they were talking about 
how they were a sock collector or 
something.’ That’s pretty cool,” 
said Fitts.

“I Yell At Strangers” is cur-
rently being streamed on Sound-
Cloud and iTunes as well as on 
two podcast-hosting sites, Stitch-
er and Blubrry.

KAITLIN LIM

S.ALSHAIBA/THE PHILLIPIAN

Nell Fitts ’18 decided to create her own podcast after an idea for the title came to her while watching “Gilmore 
Guys,” an interview style podcast with the cast of “Gilmore Girls.”

“The Adventures of Kavalier and Clay” 
by Michael Chabon

It is 1939, and the Germans have 
entered Czechoslovakia. Joe Ka-
valier, a 19-year-old Jewish artist, 
escapes in a coffin to New York 
City, where he is to stay with his 
cousin, Sammy Clay. After discov-
ering Joe’s artistic talent, Sammy 
recruits him to write the world’s 
next big thing: comic books. In-
spired by Joe’s upbringing and 
immense hatred for Nazi Germa-
ny, they launch an attack on the 
Axis Powers in the form of their 
superhero The Escapist. “The 
Adventures of Kavalier and Clay” 
chronicles their journey from a 
small Brooklyn apartment to Ant-
arctica and spans over 20 years of 
their lives. 

When we first read the initial 
paragraphs, we thought that 
it would just be another story 
about a boy’s journey from rags 
to riches, from barely escaping 
the grasps of Nazi Germany to 
bathing in the golden glory of 
the American Dream. But it’s 
not. The novel’s subjects and 
topics dig deep into the hearts 
of its characters. We see Joe 
trying to deal with his guilt of 
being happy while his family is 
still in danger. We see Sammy 
deal with his internal conflicts 
and find love in the process. 
Reading this book, you will find 
yourself relating to these two 
men in countless ways.

Despite the length, read it! 
You’ll be amazed. (9/10)
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Hi there! Are you looking for a new book to read? Our 
names are Mudmee Sereeyothin and Best Chantanap-

ongvanij, and we are two people with a love for reading. In 
the coming weeks, we’ll be telling you about literary gems 

you need to read and what books you may want to pass on. 

E.WU/THE PHILLIPIAN

By Mudmee Sereeyothin & 
Best Chantanapongvanij
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Oliver Budiman ’20 won 
20,000 dollars in chips in a 
high-stakes hand of Texas 
Hold ’Em. He bet all of his 
chips, worth around 4,000 
dollars, in the pot. Budiman, 
dressed in an all-black suit 
and metal chain, anxiously 
looked as the cards turned 
over.

“When the dealer flipped 
over the fourth card and it 
wasn’t a five, I instantly got 
more nervous.  My heart start-
ed beating faster, and I got re-
ally anxious for the next card. 
In my favor, it was indeed a 
five. With that two-pair, I got 
a pot of about 20,000 dollars,” 
said Budiman.

This showcase of great 

luck took place at Paresky 
Commons on Saturday night 
during this year’s Casino 
Night, which was organized 
and run by West Quad South 
(WQS). The event cost five 
dollars to watch and ten dol-
lars to play. Games available 
at Casino Night included pok-
er, blackjack, and roulette. 
This year, a new company was 
hired to run the event, which 
was a major change and im-
provement, according to Isa-
belle Bicks ’18, WQS Cluster 
Co-President.

“[The new company] did 
things differently.  They had 
a lot of experience putting on 
events like this at other high 
schools and other colleges. I 
think that new company was 
definitely a success. They 
made setting up a lot easier 
and handing out chips a lot 

easier, since that can get pret-
ty chaotic right at the start,” 
said Bicks. 

The theme for the night 
was “The Great Gatsby.”

Liam Arce ’20 said, “It was 
a great theme that kept to 
what everyone loves in a casi-
no theme plus some little bo-
nuses that fans of the “Great 
Gatsby” movie will appreci-
ate. For example, I liked how 
the main colors of the charac-
ters were incorporated into 
the decorations of the event.”

Bicks said, “I think my fa-
vorite part was definitely see-
ing everyone’s outfits… I was 
sitting out in the front table 
for a lot of the night, and see-
ing everyone come in with 
their “Gatsby”-themed or just 
casino-themed outfits was re-
ally funny. It was great to see 
the people that took it very 

serious.”
All proceeds from the night 

were donated to the Breast 
Cancer Research Foundation, 
a non-profit organization 
based out of New York City. 
According to Emily Jackson 
’19, a WQS Social Functions 
Head, the foundation works 
toward preventing and curing 
breast cancer.  

“Spreading awareness for 
and donating money to breast 
cancer research is an amaz-
ing choice.  We collective-
ly decided on choosing the 
foundation, agreeing that the 
fight against breast cancer 
has been prominent for quite 
some time now. Breast cancer 
affects so many people, and it 
feels good to be able to donate 
to a cure,” said Jackson.

During the event, there 
were some challenges, like a 

shortage of decks of cards for 
poker.

Kai Marcos ’18, WQS Clus-
ter Co-President, wrote in 
an email to The Phillipian, 
“During the event itself, peo-
ple in the beginning were 
unhappy that there weren’t 
enough poker games, so Ms. 
[Stephanie] Cormier, [Student 
Program Coordinator], from 
Student Activities helped us 
out by running down to CVS 
to buy ten additional decks 
of cards. Mr. [Christopher] 
Capano, [Director of Student 
Activities], was kind enough 
to deal one of the games, as 
well as Sebastian Frankel [’20 
and] Romulus Sottile [’19].”

Editor’s Note: Romulus Sot-
tile is an Arts Editor for The 
Phillipian.

WQS Casino Night Transforms Paresky Commons 
Into Gatsby’s Mansion

JACKSON DIODATI

Candles casting orange 
light guided students through 
the passageway leading from 
the Addison Gallery of Amer-
ican Art to the dimly lit Un-
derwood Room. As soft music 
played from overhead speak-

ers, students lounged on the 
couches sipping fruit punch, 
eating popcorn, and chatting 
as they watched two silent 
movies. 

Claire Jungmann ’18, an 
Addison Ambassador, said, 
“We were hoping to show 
movies which had the theme 
of transformation because 
that was the theme of the par-

ty… We wanted to [incorpo-
rate] the underground cinema 
feel [as well].”

The silent movie screening 
was one of many events fea-
tured at Night at the Addison: 
Luminosity, a party held last 
Friday night by the Addison 
Ambassadors, a group of stu-
dents who work with Addison 
faculty on a variety of proj-
ects, including special talks 
and community outreach. 

Addison Ambassador Ig-
nacy Jurjewicz ’20 said, “We 
mostly hope that people will 
be encouraged to visit the 
Addison more often, because 
our exhibitions are always 
changing and you can always 
learn something new. It’s also 
to encourage people to read 
about the paintings and ac-
tually explore them in detail 
while they’re here.” 

“[I hope people learn that] 
the Addison isn’t as serious 
as [they] think. When people 
think of going to a museum, 
[they think it’s] going to be se-
rious. You can just come here 
[to chill]. On Wednesdays we 
have food — very good cook-
ies. It’s a fun place to be, and 
it’s relaxing,” said ambassa-
dor Linh Nguyen ’20.

The event featured live mu-
sic played by two violinists, 
Yuji Chan ’18 and Aditi Kan-
nan ’18, next to the “Threading 
Lights” exhibition by Mark 
Tobey, which traces the evo-
lution of Tobey’s work over 
half a century. The duo played 
several pieces including “The 
Swan” by Camille Saint-Saëns 
and duets by Dmitri Shosta-
kovich. The juxtaposition of 
the music and the paintings 
was purposeful, with each 
note complementing the art 
in different ways as students 
explored the extensive collec-
tion. 

Chan said, “[Before we en-
tered the exhibit] there was a 
little sign that said, ‘How does 
the music impact your view-
ing of the painting?’ If we play 
a piece in a minor key, it has a 

different effect than [a piece] 
in a major key. Music [adds] 
another dimension, another 
layer to the art gallery.”

Just around the corner, 
another exhibit played mu-
sic by Shawn Mendes, starkly 
contrasting with the classical 
music playing next door. In 
this exhibit, students were al-
lowed to plug in their own de-
vices and play music of their 
choosing while admiring the 
gallery’s permanent collec-
tion of artwork.

“When you go from the 
classical room to this room 
where there’s more modern 
music, you just go into this 
different sensory world, and 
that relates to our theme of 
light and transformation,” 
said Jurjewicz.

Several ambassadors and 
viewers picked the exhibit 
“Convergence” featuring the 
piece “Hidden Diamond” by 
Anila Quayyum Agha as their 

favorite. A single light bulb 
shone from the inside of a 
lantern made with lacquered 
steel, casting dramatic, pat-
terned shadows on the walls. 
Many visitors took their time 
admiring the piece and tak-
ing photographs with their 
friends.

“I feel like it has this mag-
ical atmosphere,” said Jur-
jewicz. 

The event also offered 
low-pressure opportunities 
for attendees to interact with 
the exhibits such as drawing 
with oil pastels and invisible 
ink.

“I love the Addison — it’s 
my favorite building on cam-
pus. They always have really 
fun events, and they’re all re-
ally creative. I like how chill 
[the student party] is. You can 
come to have fun, [as] it’s not 
really formal,” said Alice Tang 
’18, an attendee.

Addison Ambassadors Experiment with Music 
At Student Hosted Party

LINDSEY CHAN &
UANNE CHANG

S.ALSHAIBA/THE PHILLIPIAN

The event allowed viewers to engage with exhibits through a collaborative 
mural and drawings in invisible ink.

S.ALSHAIBA/THE PHILLIPIAN
Hosted by the Addison Ambassadors, a group of students who work with 
Addison faculty throughout the year, the party featured multiple exhibits 
and two silent films. 

Arts&Leisure
P.EMERSON/THE PHILLIPIAN

C.WAGGONER/THE PHILLIPIAN

The event offered a variety of card games and an assortment of colored 
mocktails.

C.WAGGONER/THE PHILLIPIAN

(From left to right) Sophie Huang ’20, Emily Ho ’20, and Uanne Chang ’20 appreciated the opportunity to dress 
up and see other students’ outfits.
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