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Speechwriter Sarah Hur-
witz has written for famous 
political figures like Michelle 
Obama, Hillary Clinton, and 
Al Gore. Last Friday, Hurwitz 
deviated from her usual posi-
tion behind the curtain onto 
the stage of Kemper Audito-
rium. 

In her presentation, “A 
White House Speechwriter’s 
Jewish Journey,” Hurwitz 
shared her experiences with 
her identity as a Jewish wom-
an and writing in the White 
House, where she served as 
former First Lady Michelle 
Obama’s chief speechwriter. 

“I think people often ask 
me, ‘How did you get [Mi-
chelle Obama’s] voice?’ And 
when they do… what I think 

they really want to ask is, 
‘How did you, a white, Jew-
ish girl from an upper-middle 
class suburb of Boston, get the 
voice of an African-American 
Christian woman from the 
South Side of Chicago?’ ” said 
Hurwitz during her talk.

Hurwitz’s visit was orga-
nized by the Jewish Student 
Union (JSU) as a part of An-
dover’s annual Jewish Cultur-
al Weekend. JSU head Louis 
Aaron ’18 explained how Hur-
witz embodied the example 
of a Jewish American who is 
able to reintegrate their cul-
tural identity with their reli-
gious identity. 

“It gives me optimism to 
see that there are people… 
who are able to transition 
from that idea of a cultural 
Jew to someone who really 
embraces [religious] obser-
vance and finds a way to make 

that meaningful,” said Aaron.
Audience member Akane 

Gonda ’18 said, “I thought 
that it was really powerful… 
What I thought was very in-
teresting was not just that she 
is such a powerful woman, but 
also [that she is] still respect-
ful towards her religion, and I 
admire that.”

According to Hurwitz, the 
residents of the White House 
shaped her experiences. She 
explained how working with 
Michelle Obama taught her to 
value authenticity. 

“What she models with her 
life is just to always be relent-
lessly true to yourself. Just 
speak your truth. Say what 
you believe. Be authentic and 
just be true to yourself no 

SOPHIA LEE &
ZACH MOYNIHAN

Head of School Day 2018

At the age of four, Ma-
ria Toorpakai burned all her 
dresses and cut off her hair 
to disguise herself as a boy. 
For the next ten years, Toor-
pakai lived among her neigh-
bors under the new name 
“Changez Khan.” 

Toorpakai, the former 
number-one female squash 
player in Pakistan, spoke at 
All-School Meeting (ASM) 
this Wednesday. In her pre-
sentation, Toorpakai detailed 
her life as an athlete who 
faced adversity due to her 
gender.

“If you are going through 
tough times in your life, if you 
are not accepted or included, 
you have to have the confi-
dence in yourself. Everyone is 
created with a special quality 
or gift, and you have to ex-
plore that. Each of you has a 
purpose on this Earth, and 
you need to accomplish that,” 
said Toorpakai during ASM.

During her time on cam-
pus, Toorpakai played an ex-
hibition match against John 
Roberts, Director of Squash, 
at the Snyder Center (covered 
in the Sports section of this 
week’s issue of The Phillipi-
an). Roberts expressed hope 
that students will learn from 
Toorpakai’s journey.

Roberts said, “Off of the 
court, I think she’s a great 
person to learn from, as some-

ALEXANDRA LEBARON
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Former 
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Journey
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Students had Thursday off due to Head of School Day. Pictured above, Erica Nam ’19 and Julie Kim ’19 take selfies 
with Head of School John Palfrey.
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At the end of Winter Term, 
Student Council, in conjunc-
tion with the new policy com-
mittee, will propose a plan to 
implement updated parietal 
rules at Andover. 

The current parietal rules, 
based on a binary dorm sys-
tem, allow students to have 
guests of the opposite gender 
under supervision of House 
Counselors. However, with 
the implementation of an 
all-gender housing system, 
Andover is revisiting these 
rules.

“We just feel like people 
should have the opportunity 
to have privacy, and the line 
between privacy and super-
vision is one that we’re try-
ing to grapple with... We’re so 
excited that Student Council 
this year has started an ini-
tiative to review these rules,” 
said Rajesh Mundra, Assistant 
Dean of Students and Resi-
dential Life.

According to Mundra, Stu-
dent Council has looked at 
the room visiting rules of oth-
er schools in order to create 
a plan catered toward for the 
needs of Andover students. 

Ultimately, the faculty will 
decide on the new rules. 

According to Eastlyn Fran-
kel ’18, Student Body Co-Pres-
ident, the current parietal 
system does not include all 
sexualities and does not fos-
ter healthy relationships. 

“I think that [the current 

RACHEL CHANG & 
IANNA RAMDHANY
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Rules

Continued on A7, Column 1

Sarah Hurwitz Captured Michelle Obama’s 
‘Voice’ as White House Speechwriter

Last Thursday, eight of An-
dover’s thirteen delegates won 
awards at the annual Harvard 
Model United Nations Confer-
ence (HMUN), which hosted over 
3,000 students and faculty advi-
sors from all around the world.

During the four-day confer-
ence, Andover’s Model U.N. rep-
resented Togo. For eight hours 
each day, participants debated 
resolutions, drafted papers, and 
networked. 

Claudia Meng ’18, Matthew 
Cline ’19, Yeetang Kwok ’20, and 
Olivia Lai ’20 each won Outstand-
ing Delegate in their respective 
committees. Campbell Munn ’19, 
Quinn Robinson ’19, and Grace 
Posorske ’20 received Verbal 
Commendations, and Neil Thor-
ley ’19 received an Honorable 
Mention.

These awards were deter-
mined by college students who 
oversaw the various committees 
of the conference. Outstanding 

Delegate, Honorable Mentions, 
and Verbal Commendations were 
all awarded based on the dele-
gates’ speeches, leadership, and 
ability to pass resolutions in their 
committees.

“It was especially gratifying 
because of the hyper-competitive 
nature of HMUN. There is defi-
nitely a culture of stepping on oth-
er delegates in order to gain more 
power and success, and it was 
really nice to know that I could 
succeed while still maintaining a 
level of collaboration and integ-
rity,” wrote Lai in an email to The 
Phillipian.

According to Lai, Andover’s 
goal was to represent Togo, de-
clare a stance on an issue, and try 
to pass a resolution on that issue. 

Lai wrote, “Representing Togo 
was both a blessing and a chal-
lenge. Togo is a small country… 
in the scope of Model U.N.; their 
GDP is only four times that of [An-
dover’s] endowment. As a result, it 
was difficult to gain credibility in 
the committee.”

Meng, president of Andover’s 
Model UN, talked about the pro-

cesses and difficulties of passing a 
resolution.

“Most of your political leverage 
comes from being in large insti-
tutions like the African Union, so 
you have to know that and either 
align yourself and become the 
leader of a West African or Afri-
can Union block. Or, you have to 
align yourself with more powerful 
countries that have similar views. 
I aligned myself with Israel, Chi-
na, and the U.S., and I used their 
political leverage to allow my 
ideas to be heard,” said Meng.

Meng said that it was interest-
ing to see the conference’s simula-
tion of world powers. She felt that 
the people portraying their coun-
tries often become one during the 
conference.

“You start conceptualizing 
people as countries, and the entire 
thing just becomes this entire con-
glomerate of power plays, which is 
really interesting.” said Meng. 

Jeffrey Kao ’19, another partic-
ipant, expressed that although he 

SOPHIA LEE &
ISABEL MIKHEEV
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Awards Won by Students at 
Harvard Model U.N. Conference

History Instructor Nile Blunt Departs from Campus 

Faculty member and house 
counselor, Nile Blunt left cam-
pus last weekend. His respon-
sibilities on campus are in the 
process of being taken over by 
other members of the faculty. 

Blunt, Instructor in Histo-
ry and Social Sciences, began 
teaching at Andover in Sep-
tember of 2011. In addition to 
teaching, he served as the Geog-
rapher-at-Large for the Sidney 
R. Knafel Map Collection, the 
coordinator of school artifacts, 
an intramural tennis coach, and 
an advisor to students in the 
International Recruitment of 
Teachers Program, according 
to Patrick Farrell, Dean of Fac-
ulty. 

Dean of Students and Res-
idential Life Jennifer Elliott 
’94 and Head of School John 
Palfrey declined to comment 
on the reasons behind Blunt’s 
departure.

As Geographer-at-Large, 
Blunt led the curation of the 
Knafel Map Collection as well 
as various classes based around 
the study of these maps, ac-
cording to Christopher Jones, 
Instructor and Chair in Histo-
ry.

Jones will take over Blunt’s 
term contained History-563 
elective course,  The Materi-
al Culture of Early America. 
In addition, an elective course 
scheduled to be taught by Blunt 
in the Spring Term has been 
cancelled. 

Blunt also served as an ad-

visor and one of three house 
counselors in Taylor House, an 
upperclassmen boys dorm of 34 
students. Trey Brown ’12, Ad-
mission Counselor, will replace 
Blunt in his role as house coun-
selor, and Scott Hoenig, Assis-
tant Dean of Studies for Advis-
ing, will assist Blunt’s advisees 
with course selections for the 
Spring Term. His advisees will 
eventually be assigned to a new 
advisor, according to Elliott.

Brown said, “I’ve been want-
ing to get more immersed in the 
student life… I’m excited, kind 
of nervous, but at the same 
time, these are the boys… I’m 
really looking forward to meet-
ing all of them [and] getting to 
know all of them.”

STAFF REPORT

29 Years of Service: 
Public Safety Officer Tom Conlon 

After 29 years of service, 
Director of Phillips Acade-
my Public Safety (PAPS) Tom 
Conlon has announced his 
retirement. Conlon’s last day 
will be June 30, 2018. 

According to his col-
leagues, Conlon has contin-
uously helped advance the 
school’s public safety pro-
gram since the beginning of 
his career and strengthened 
the school’s relationship to 
the other safety departments 
in the town of Andover. 

 “I think one of the biggest 
impacts was breaking down 
the barriers between the 
school and the Andover pub-
lic safety. At one time it was 
like we didn’t want to get [the 
town of Andover] involved, 
but we worked hard in estab-
lishing a good relationship 
with the town. It’s great be-
cause now we have a phone 
call, and we get either the 
police chief or the fire chief,” 
said Conlon.

“Director Conlon is some-
one who cares about his staff 
and the [Andover] communi-
ty. Director Conlon has strong 
people skills and is commit-

ted to the well-being of the 
officers of Public Safety. He 
supports me in furthering my 
education, which allows to 
me teach and share with the 
[Andover] community,” wrote 
Wendy Cogswell, Public Safe-
ty Officer, in an email to The 
Phillipian.

According to George Rob-
ertson, Senior Officer of Pub-
lic Safety, Conlon prioritizes 
helping communities. Rober-
ton said that Conlon served 
in the Boy Scout council his 
whole life until two years ago.

“He’s done a lot of volun-
teer work… [He’s] just an all-
around good guy. He speaks 
with authority, but he’s not 
too stern, and he’s helpful and 
always there to help you when 
you need it,” said Robertson. 

Conlon, who grew up in 
South Lawrence, has always 
lived around the Andover 
area. As child, he and his 
friends would ride their bikes 
up the hill to play on the ath-
letic fields. 

“We would play in the 
fields and we would get 
chased off by [Andover cam-

KAELA AALTO &
 ABBY RYAN
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Officer Conlon first joined Andover as the Environmental Health and Safe-
ty Specialist in the Office of the Physical Plant. 

Continued on A7, Column 5
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ALL FRESHMEN 
spend several Friday 
periods each term 

sitting through Foundations, 
the Empathy, Balance, and 
Inclusion (EBI) class for 
ninth graders. Normally, in 
EBI, we discuss and com-
plete activities concerning 
self-care, relationships, and 

community. In class, our 
discussions are led by our 

instructor and the student 
leader assigned to our class, 
and I often have to reflect 
and communicate with oth-
er students about the topics 
at hand. The past two EBI 
classes, focused on identity, 
were no different, except 
this time, our conversations 
made me feel exceedingly 
uncomfortable.

As we sat in class, our in-
structor handed out sheets 
of paper portraying identity 
as an “iceberg” with cer-
tain aspects of our identity 
“above the water,” meaning 
they could be easily and 
publicly seen, while other 
aspects were “underwater,” 
meaning they could not be 
discerned upon first sight. 
As she explained that many 
facets of identity cannot be 
assumed about a person, I 
found myself agreeing with 
her. Our next activity was 
to write out several ways we 
identify and share our list 
with our partner.

The activity unsettled 
me because I didn’t exactly 
want to share about many 
personal parts of my identi-
ty. In the conversation with 

my partner, several awkward 
moments arose, one being 
that my list was significantly 
shorter than his. It seemed 
as if I was more reluctant 
to share my “underwater” 
identities than he was. He 
didn’t seem to be judgmental 
of my lack of written identi-
ty statements, but I still felt 
self-conscious when he eas-
ily listed off “I’m straight” 

and I couldn’t bring myself 
to answer back.

Of course, if I wanted to 
avoid awkwardness, I could 
have simply lied instead 
of keeping quiet, but that 
would have missed the point 
of the lesson. In fact, the en-
tire activity missed the point 
of the lesson — some parts 
of your identity are under 
the water for a reason. So, 
when we completed another 
activity during our last EBI 
class in which we needed to 
fill out two identity wheels, 
one addressing aspects of 
our “above the water” iden-
tity and the other address-
ing aspects of our “under-
water” identity, I couldn’t 
skirt around topics I wanted 
to avoid. If I left answers 

blank in front of my partner, 
attention would be drawn 
to the fact I didn’t want to 
talk about certain topics. So, 
when my new partner looked 
at my wheel, he saw “lol” as 
my answer to “Socioeconom-
ic Background.”

The EBI curriculum is de-
signed to focus on empathy, 
balance, and inclusion, but 
it cannot do so when putting 

students in uncomfortable 
positions like this. In explic-
itly asking students to write 
down how they identify re-
garding things like sexual 
orientation, the class made 
students who are “closeted” 
about certain identities ei-
ther lie or out themselves. 
There is no doubt that the 
EBI curriculum did not mean 
to cause harm or discomfort, 

but the sharing aspect of the 
lesson did. Instead of shar-
ing about the “underwater” 
aspects of our identities, I 
feel as if the message of the 
lesson would have come 
across more smoothly if we’d 
focused on personally de-
fining ourselves instead of 
sharing what some people 
wish to keep private. 

No one should be put in 
this position in a community 
that claims to be inclusive. 
While the activity encour-
aged us to acknowledge and 
come to terms with our iden-
tity, it also failed to recog-
nize that not everyone wants 
to share about what is “un-
derwater” in their iceberg. 
It doesn’t mean anyone is 
ashamed of their identity, it 
means they want their pri-
vacy respected. 

Empathy, Balance, 
and Discomfort

MEGAN VAZ

Megan Vaz is a Junior from 
Weston, Fla.

c.song/the phillipian

Corrections
A News article misattributed a writer. Sophia Lee wrote “Cande-

lario Will Succeed Dolan as Dean of West Quad South.”
A Sports article misstated game scores in “Girls Defeat NMH, 

St. Marks, BB&N, and Cushing in 4 Game Win Streak.” Girls Var-
sity Hockey had scores of 3-0, 4-1, 4-3, and 8-0 against NMH, St 
Mark’s, BB&N, and Cushing, respectively.

A Sports photo credit misspelled a student’s name. Alexander 
Boriss took the “Boys Squash Falls in Two Consecutive Matches” 
photo.

Unfortunately, 
privacy in regards 

to personal 
identity is often 
not respected. 

The EBI curriculum 
is designed to 

focus on empathy, 
balance, and 
inclusion, but 

it cannot do so 
when putting 
students in 

uncomfortable 
positions like this.
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The Phillipian operates on the following principles. 

 1. The Phillipian strives to maintain profes-

sional standards of accuracy, objectivity and fair-

ness at all times.

 2. Staff members have the right to report on 

and editorialize about all topics, events or issues, 

including those unpopular or controversial.

 3. The Phillipian will not publish anything 

obscene, libelous or detrimental to the immediate 

material and physical stability of the school.

 4. The paper shall not be subjected to prior 

restraint, review or censorship.

 5. Staff members have the obligation to learn 

and observe the legal and ethical responsibilities 

expected of them as practicing journalists.

 6. The Editor in Chief assumes total respon-

sibility for their publication.

The entire activity 
missed the point of 
the lesson — some 
parts of people’s 

identities are under 
the water for a 

reason. 
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EXACTLY A YEAR AGO 
last Tuesday, I had a 
brush with death. I ex-

perienced a severe traumatic 
brain injury, in addition to 
numerous skull fractures, 
subarachnoid hemorrhages, 
subdural hemorrhages, intra-
ventricular hemorrhages, and 
a Broca’s area contusion, to 
name my head injuries. I was 
on medical leave from Ando-
ver for the remainder of the 
2016-17 school year. 

According to Drs. Stoc-
chetti and Zanier of the Uni-
versity of Milan, the average 
moderate to severe traumatic 
brain injury (TBI) survivor 
experiences a 12.2-year life 
reduction. Within the first 
year of injury, more than half 
of TBI survivors are affected 
by depression. Over the next 
six years, this demographic 
grows to two in three survi-
vors. TBI can also cause the 
onset of epilepsy and signifi-
cantly increase the risk of 
Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s 
diseases.

It was a neuropsychologi-
cal anomaly that I was able 
to return to a traditional 
academic setting, much less 
one as rigorous as Andover. I 

only experienced severe TBI 
once, and its symptoms still 
affect me today, as they will 
for the remainder of my life. 
The pain endured by victims 
of repeated traumatic brain 
injury, such as National Foot-
ball League (NFL) players, is 

unimaginable.
This weekend, mil-

lions of people will watch 
the Super Bowl and cel-
ebrate, but it is essential 
to remember the sacrifices 
made by players to enable 
this celebration. The NFL 
is a huge economic vehicle. 
On a surface level, it might 
seem that there are only 

benefits to come from buying 
into this market, as virtually 
nobody loses money. Howev-
er, in the financial conglom-
erate that is American foot-
ball, there are more valuable 
things at stake than money, as 
proved by recent medical dis-
coveries. 

Chronic traumatic en-
cephalopathy (CTE) is a neu-
rodegenerative disease that 
affects the brains of people 
who have been victims of re-
peated, frequent TBIs and/
or concussions (the common 
term for a TBI considered 
clinically mild). This disease 
can only be diagnosed post-
humously, and it was first 
diagnosed on a professional 
football player in 2002. Dr. 
Ann McKee, Director of the 
Chronic Traumatic Enceph-
alopathy Center at Boston 
University, is a leading au-
thority on CTE. She exam-
ined 202 donated brains of 
former football players, 111 of 
whom played in the NFL. Of 
the 111 NFL players’ brains, 
110 of them presented clear 
evidence of CTE.   

One 
of the 
most notable 
cases of CTE is that 
of former New England 
Patriots tight end Aaron Her-
nandez, who was diagnosed 
by McKee in an autopsy after 
his suicide. Hernandez’s case 
was “the most severe case 
they had ever seen in some-
one of Aaron’s age,” accord-
ing to a lawyer representing 
his family. Hernandez’s fam-
ily has filed a lawsuit against 
the NFL and the Patriots. 
They rightfully allege that 
the league and team knew 
that repeated, frequent TBIs 
lead to brain disease such as 
CTE, yet they did not protect 
Hernandez from frequent in-
jury in the pursuit of profit. 
While affected players are 
very well-compensated fi-
nancially, nothing can com-
pensate for the pain of this 
type of injury, which I have 
learned myself as a single TBI 
survivor.

Like the family of Aaron 
Hernandez, I believe that 

much more can be done by the 
NFL to raise awareness of the 
risks of playing professional 
football. The NFL’s chang-

ing game rules and selective 
funding of medical research 
through its eponymous foun-
dation is not enough. Players 
should repeatedly be made 
aware of the risks that they 

will take when they play, and 
this should be done years be-
fore any professional employ-
ment by organizations such 
as the NFL. 

There remains doubt in the 
community, such as that of 
Dallas Cowboys owner Jerry 
Jones, who has denied the 
fact that a career in profes-
sional football increases CTE 
risk. People like Jones profit 
insurmountably from the suf-
fering incurred by players of 
the sport, including the ear-
ly deaths of players such as 
Aaron Hernandez. The least 
they can do is be transparent 
and make clear to players the 
risks that they are taking be-
fore it is too late.

WHEN PROFESSOR 
at Georgetown Law 
School, former se-

nior adviser to Republican pres-
idential candidate Marco Rubio, 
and Fox News commentator 
Nicholas Rosenkranz visited 
Andover two weeks ago, one 
thing he brought up repeatedly 
was his pet project “Heterodox 
Academy.” He was insistent that 
the audience should check it out 
after the conversation.

Intrigued, I visited its home 
page. I was welcomed with a 
clean interface and a profession-
ally written introductory para-
graph that concisely explained 
the goal of their website: to re-
verse the growing loss of “view-
point diversity,” where “dissent 
is discouraged, and errors can 
go unchallenged.” I immediately 
noticed that although Hetero-
dox is a conservative website, 
nowhere on the page did it men-
tion the words “conservatism” 
or “Republican.” Just an inter-
esting observation.

Looking across the home 
page, I decided to click on the 
first link at the top of the website 
which was titled “Jennifer Earl 
on Internet Activism and Fake 
News: Half Hour of Heterodoxy 
#18.” It turns out that this was 
one of an ongoing series of short 
podcasts.

The first part of the record-
ing is just mumbo jumbo. The 
juicy portion comes when the 
host asks sociology professor 
Jennifer Earl, their esteemed 
guest, “when it comes to the left 
and right… has there [been] any 
evidence really that either of the 
parties… have been using the In-

ternet, whether it’s social media 
or some other type of Internet 
activity, in a malicious way?”

Earl answers by referring to 
her belief that the “media as-
sumes that Twitter accounts 
equal people” — meaning that 
the media does not check if a 
person or a bot is actually behind 
an account. She believes these 
bots are being used to manipu-
late the images of public figures. 
She then proposes the solution 
that we should be more skepti-
cal when doing Google searches 
and should type “x isn’t true” of 
“x is a myth” into the search bar 
instead of just searching “x” to 
prevent our biases from distort-
ing information.

The proposed search method 
seemed interesting and harm-
less enough to try out, so I ea-
gerly entered into Google: “cli-
mate change is not real,” “Barack 
Obama is not a good president,” 
and “the alt-right is not racist” 
— the opposite of all things I be-
lieved were factual and sound. 
Of course, Heterodox Academy 
refers to these as “entrenched 
yet questionable orthodoxies.”

Surprisingly, I learned a few 
things that opened my mind 
(even though they did not 
change my beliefs), such as how 
“Fewer immigrants are being 
deported under Trump than un-
der Obama” and how members 
of the alt-right believe they are 
just identitarians who wish to 
“[preserve their] identity — the 
cultural and genetic heritage 
that makes [them] who [they] 
are.” 

When I dug deeper into the 
pages of Google results, I found 
that even Google itself cannot 
escape its creator’s political 

agendas. According to “The Dai-
ly Wire,” the search engine “had 
begun to target conservative 
media sites… by showing fact 
checks of those sites by particu-
lar left-wing media fact check-
ing [sources]” but failed to recip-
rocate its actions when it came 
to sites like “The Huffington 
Post.” I checked this myself and 
found that it was indeed true, 
until google abruptly removed 
the feature sometime in the last 
week or so.

Sure, the “liberal-minded 
‘Andover Bubble’ ” may have 
somewhat curbed intellectual 
diversity on campus. In my opin-
ion, however, it is simply unfair 
for Mr. Rosenkranz to say that, 
unless an incarnation of “Het-
erodox Academy” is somehow 
implemented, Andover students 
will be so closed-minded that 
they would not even consider or 
research information from a di-
vergent political viewpoint. We 
do not just blindly equate liber-

tarianism with neo-nazism with 
or without this website. Enough 
of me rambling; here, I am urg-
ing you, dear reader, to prove 
Mr. Rosenkranz wrong by re-
searching these issues yourself. 
In any case, we can all take away 
something by trying this search 
style that Dr. Earl proposed to 
keep our intrinsic human biases 
in check.

The Real Stakes at the Super Bowl

Searching for Heterodoxy

MADELINE STICKLEY

Madeline Stickley is a two-
and-a-half-year Upper from 
Westport, Conn.

Andy Zeng is a new Lower 
from Palo Alto, Calif.

ANDY ZENG

m.latham/the phillipian

r.haltmaier/the phillipian

The pain endured 
by victims 

of repeated 
traumatic brain 
injury, such as 

National Football 
League players, is 

unimaginable.

This weekend, 
millions of people 

will watch the 
Super Bowl and 
celebrate, but 

it is essential to 
remember the 

sacrifices made by 
players to enable 
this celebration.

Like the family of 
Aaron Hernandez, 

I believe that 
much more can 
be done by the 

NFL to raise 
awareness of the 
risks of playing 

professional 
football.
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Dariana 
Guerrero 

What is an issue that you are passionate 
about?
I am very interested in opening up conversa-
tions about privilege and inequality, specifically 
when it comes to accessing a quality educa-
tion. As a first-generation college student, I 
went through a lot of hardships because of my 
identities, specifically as a biracial Latin. I was 
often confused about my place in the world of 
academia and whether or not I’d make it out 
at all, or whether or not I deserved to be in a 
classroom. No one should have to feel this way, 
regardless of their background. 

What is your favorite part about working in 
CAMD?
My favorite part about working in CAMD is the 
overwhelming feeling of home I receive when-
ever I walk into the room. I feel as though I am 
in a space where I can be who I am — every-
thing that I am — and not be judged for it. As 
a teacher, I welcome the opportunity to learn, 
speak, write, and think in a space where I am 
comfortable to just be. I think this comfortability 
and freedom of self allows for true scholarship 
to happen.

Teaching Fellow in English

Mary Jane Lewis

What are some things that you are passionate 
about? 
I feel… especially young people don’t communi-
cate much anymore. Everything is digital. I think 
students are losing their communication skills 
and their abilities to engage with people. I’m 
always praying for the world, though. I would 
love to see world peace. We don’t have to like 
everything, but we should respect each other… 
My passions are nurturing, loving, [and] singing. 
I sing in the Gospel Choir… I sing in my church, 
so I love singing and cooking and the arts. I like 
to write. I’ve even had some poetry published. 
I’m a people person, but I like business.
 
I’m passionate about life and health and people, 
and goodness and kindness, and getting the job 
done, and doing the best of your ability — put-
ting the best foot forward. I’ve always put forth 
a lot of effort in anything I’ve ever got involved 
in, so I give it my all. If you’re going to take on 
something, do it, and do it well.

Administrative Assistant

José Peralta

What issues are you passionate about? 
Work around diversity and inclusion on campus-
es and workplaces is very important to me. I 
am especially interested in empowering groups 
that have been traditionally marginalized to 
make the best of their lives. I firmly believe that 
we need more people of color and women in 
positions of power, not only at institutions like 
Andover, but also in Congress and corporate 
America.
 
Do you think this campus is a good place for 
change? 
Absolutely. Andover is not perfect, but I think 
that if Andover — or even the administration 
— weren’t receptive of this work, we wouldn’t 
have an office like CAMD and an assistant head 
of school for equity, inclusion, and wellness. Not 
many schools, or even colleges, have this, which 
tells you how lucky we are in this regard.

 Instructor in Biology and 
Interim International Student 

Coordinator

LaShawn 
Springer

What is your favorite part about working in 
CAMD?
Hands down, my favorite part is walking into the 
space and seeing students in the comfy chairs 
or at the table. It honestly is what sustains me 
in the work. Our students add to the dynamism 
of CAMD everyday. It doesn’t work otherwise. 
I think some people imagine we’re sitting in 
CAMD talking about privilege and oppression 
all day or plotting the next revolution; and 
though those topics do come up in the context 
of Andover, and also nationally and globally, 
folks are there checking in on each other, talking 
about an assignment they just did for class, their 
family, how their day is going — no topic is off 
limit[s]. 

What role does the CAMD office serve on 
campus?
For some students I hope they see it as a place 
where they can unabashedly be themselves, 
where they feel comfortable and can literally 
and figuratively let their hair down. I also hope 
CAMD can serve as both a mirror and window 
for individuals and for our community — a 
mirror where you see yourself represented and 
reflected in the people and programming and 
a window to give you insight into experiences 
other than your own in a way that’s not voy-
euristic. 

Director of CAMD

Emma Staffaroni

What is an issue you are passionate about? 
Feminism… I think that’s the lens I have on the 
world. I think that’s where social justice issues 
first became clear to me, but I would say that 
I’m also passionate about a lot of other social 
justice topics including racism and classism and 
just other issues of inclusion, like issues related 
to immigration I’m really interested in… Issues 
of police brutality I’m very passionate about, 
but all these things are related to feminism too. 

Do you think this campus is conducive to 
change? 
I think that we are a school that… [is] real-
ly good at being critical of things, and I just 
sometimes wish that [discussion] was directed 
in a more constructive way. One example is 
that after our MLK Day speaker, I heard a lot of 
people quickly jump to their negative critiques 
of the talk, rather than being able to talk about 
in a complex way the importance of some of the 
things she said… I wish that they were just a lit-
tle more constructive about the way they take in 
new information about social justice issues and 
were a little more open minded. I think as much 
as this place is a rather progressive community 
compared to some other places in the world, 
I also find myself frustrated sometimes with 
the defensive posture of a lot of people when 
it comes to new ideas, such as the idea of the 
construction of whiteness.

 Instructor in English and 
Program Coordinator of CAMD

Jonathan Sit

What issues are you passionate about? 
I think one of the issues I’m really passionate 
about is working with the Asian students on 
campus and being a role model for them. 
Having any kind of Asian [teacher] is quite rare, 
and so I think being a role model for students in 
that way is really important to me… I’ve worked 
with the Asian Society and their advisor, [Donald 
Kost, Instructor in Mathematics, Statistics, and 
Computer Science]. 

Is there anything about campus that you 
would like to see changed? 
I think one thing I would like to see changed is 
more teachers of color, at least [more] teach-
ers so… that the diversity of the students is 
represented by the diversity of the faculty, 
because it’s quite a diverse campus, but I think 
our teachers don’t reflect that. I think that’s an 
issue because if the teachers don’t share the 
same perspective as the students… then a lot of 
change could be hampered by that.

Teaching Fellow in Biology

E.QIAN/THE PHILLIPIAN

H.SOLOMON/THE PHILLIPIAN

D.TULLER/THE PHILLIPIAN

K.AALTO/THE PHILLIPIAN

D.ZHU/THE PHILLIPIAN

R.PREM/THE PHILLIPIAN

Editor’s Note: Susanne A. Torabi, International Student Coordinator, has been on sabbatical since November 2. She will return April 2.

Meet the Faculty and Staff of CAMD 
(Community and Multicultural Development)

Reporting by Newaz Rahman and Ianna Ramdhany



“Stories have been fueling 
Peruvian and Peruvian-Amer-
ican women to rise from sys-
tematic racial and gender op-
pression,” said Emily Sánchez 
’18 in her Brace Student Fellow 
presentation “Forging Justice: 
The Power and Narrative of Sis-
terhood.”

Last Saturday in the School 
Room of Abbot Hall, Sánchez 
shared her research on Peru-
vian women and highlighted 
the importance of narratives 
in Peru and the United States. 
Sánchez said that American 
feminism has been silencing 
women of color and their sto-
ries for decades.

“These unauthentic plac-
es of support that encourage 
non-acceptance are destructive 
to social justice movements,” 
said Sánchez.

The Brace Center for Gender 
Studies, which works to educate 
students on topics regarding 
gender, equity, and inclusion, 
selected Sánchez as one of this 
year’s Brace Student Fellows. 
The Brace Student Fellow pro-

gram allows recipients to study 
and research gender issues on 
any topic of their choosing.

Emily Ortiz ’19 appreciated 
Sánchez’s presentation on an 
intellectual level as well as on a 
personal one.

“I think her presentation 
was very powerful, especially 
for us women of color on cam-
pus. A lot of what she said re-
ally resonated with me. I didn’t 
know much about the struggles 
of indigenous Peruvian wom-
en before this, but I’m glad I 
learned what I did today,” said 
Ortiz.

Sánchez decided to do her 
research on Peruvian women 
last year with the help of her 
advisor, Carolina Artacho, In-
structor in Physics. Sánchez 
said that she had wanted to ex-
plore the subject of sisterhood 
since her Lower year.

“Emily was talking about her 
grandmother who didn’t know 
how to read or write until she 
was 60 years old… So to bring 
that story with her and for her 
to amplify those stories and 
share them in spaces… gives 
power and sisterhood to the 
people that are here,” said Art-
acho. 

In her Upper year, Sánchez 
read “The Bridge Called My 
Back,” a collection of stories 
written by women of color, 
edited by Cherríe Moraga and 
Gloria E. Anzaldúa. This book 
inspired Sánchez to learn more 
about Peruvian history, partic-
ularly its history of armed con-
flict and controversial leaders 
Alberto Fujimori and Abimael 
Guzmán, through the lens of in-
digenous peoples.

“I noticed that [“This Bridge 
Called My Back”] was also a 
power, a product of sisterhood. 
So many women had come to-
gether and placed their stories 
in this wonderful book, and it’s 
all women of color,” said Sán-
chez. 

“I also started getting more 
into [Peruvian] history… I had 

heard that Alberto Fujimori 
was involved, and I had heard 
about him in my family before. 
He’s a very controversial figure 
on his own… So then I decided 
to combine these two in some 
way or another,” said Sánchez.

Sánchez began her presen-
tation with the sociopolitical 
context of the Shining Path, a 
communist party that emerged 
in Peru around the 1970s and 
1980s and began the country’s 
armed conflict.  

She described the sexist, de-
rogatory language used by its 
leaders at Peruvian women and 
the experiences that hundreds 
of innocent indigenous women 
faced when they were wrongly 
jailed on account of conspiracy 
with the Shining Path.

“Many soldiers raped, tor-
tured, and even killed the jailed 
women, most of whom were 
innocent… Indigenous women 
became a scapegoat,” said Sán-
chez in her speech. 

According to Alex Kruizen-
ga ’18, the powerful narratives 
helped audience members be-
come more aware of the si-
lenced groups in the presenta-
tion.

“It was just really jarring to 
see from first-person points of 
view what really happened to 
these women and what really 
comes from things like this,” 
said Kruizenga.

Sánchez emphasized the 
importance of listening to the 
narratives and stories of others 
who have traditionally been si-
lenced as an essential element 
of combatting discrimination.

Sánchez said, “From the nar-
ratives women used during the 
armed conflict, which eventu-
ally brought Alberto Fujimori 
and Abimael Guzmán to jail, 
to the defiant narratives of Pe-
ruvian-American women, nar-
ratives have been creating po-
litical and social change that 
combat racial and gender op-
pression. We, women of color, 
are leaders.”
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On the day of the qualifying 
debates for the world cham-
pionships, Matthew Cline ’19 
thought that he had not made 
the cut because he placed 
third overall. But the day af-
ter, while examining the judg-
es’ ballots, Cline found that 
there had been a calculation 
error in the points. Finding 
this mathematical error led 
Cline to discover he had ac-
tually qualified for the debate 
championships by two points. 

“To qualify for the world 
tournament, a debater has to 
finish with the first place in-
dividual score at a qualifying 
tournament. When our team 
first received results, they 
showed that I had finished in 
third place. But when I saw 
the ballots from the judges, 
I noticed that the tourna-
ment organizers had made a 
math error. They had added 
the scores incorrectly, so my 
score was recorded as two 
points lower than it should 
have been,” said Cline.

Cline continued, “The 
judges corrected the mis-
take, which allowed me to 
move into first place. All this 
happened on the day after 
the tournament. It was very 
nerve-wracking to wait as the 
judges decided whether or 
not to correct my score.” 

Cline will be traveling to 
South Africa for the World 
Individual Debating and Pub-
lic Speaking Championships, 
an annual junior tournament. 
He has only spent a little more 
than one year debating with 
the Philomathean Society 
(Philo) on campus and partic-

ipating in formal debate com-
petitions. Cline claims that a 
large factor of his growth as 
a debater was the support of 
other Philo members. 

“That progression wouldn’t 
have been possible without 
the support of my fellow club 
members. They push me to 
be my very best as a debater, 
collaborator, and leader. They 
support me when I fail, and, 
in times like this, they are 
endlessly encouraging when I 
succeed. This achievement is 
very gratifying, and I’m proud 
to know that I set a lofty goal 
for myself and reached it,” 
said Cline.

Quinn Robinson ’19, anoth-
er member of Philo, describes 
Cline’s behavior as energetic 
and critical when needed. 

“He’s always insane-
ly hyped in our group chat 
whenever anyone wins, with 
lots of caps lock used. During 
prep time, he’s supportive but 
also cognizant of the fact that 
the best points are needed — 
he’s not afraid to tell you if 
a point is weak, but he’s also 
quick to latch onto an idea 
you supply he thinks is gold-
en,” said Robinson.

Shyan Koul ’19, anoth-
er teammate of Cline’s, de-
scribed Cline’s humility in his 
approach to his own accom-
plishments.

“Matt always encourages 
those around him to be their 
best and helps everyone be-
lieve in themselves. He’s also 
very humble, which makes it 
easier to take in his advice,” 
said Koul.

This humility shows 
through in Cline’s assertion 
that he still has a lot of prac-
ticing to do before the debate.

“I feel more or less pre-

pared. I know I need to keep 
practicing, so I don’t get rusty. 
Still, Philo has some other tre-
mendous debaters that bring 
out the best in me. One of my 
favorite ways to prepare is to 
watch videos of other great 
debaters. My YouTube history 
is filled with videos of debates 
of all sorts,” said Cline. 

When asked about Cline’s 
readiness in preparing for the 
upcoming debate, Robinson 
and Koul asserted their confi-
dence in Cline’s strong skills. 

Robinson said, “He’s just a 
solidly comprehensive speak-
er overall. His cadence is nice, 
he doesn’t stumble over his 
words, and he has impressive 
organizational ability when it 
comes to tracking every point 
being put forward and his 
rebuttal and supporting evi-
dence on each.”

NOLAN SUN &
STEVE NAM

Matt Cline ’19 Qualifies for World Debate 
Championships

NEWS IN BRIEF 

•	 Researcher and philosopher Thomas Arnold 
visited campus this Wednesday to speak about 
the intersections of ethics and artificial intel-
ligence. Arnold currently serves as a research 
associate at Tufts University’s Human-Robot 
Interaction Laboratory.

•	 Pencils of Promise held a charity FIFA Tour-
nament in Susie’s on Saturday night. Entrance 
fees were dedicated to fundraising for schools 
in Laos, Ghana, and Guatemala. 

•	 Students gathered in Susie’s at 9:00 p.m. this 
Tuesday to watch a livestream of this year’s 
State of the Union. 

•	 Jake Zanazzi ’18, has created a petition called 
“Save Pearson A” to prevent the gutting of 
the Pearson Hall classroom for the Academic 

Skills Center. Pearson Hall has served the An-
dover Classics Department for over 100 years. 
The petition can be found at Change.org. 

•	 Min Jae Yoo ’12, representing Korea Lacrosse, 
carried the Olympic torch for the 2018 Pyeo-
ngchang Winter Games this Wednesday. 

Upcoming

•	 Dan Koh ’03, former Chief of Staff to the 
Mayor of Boston, is running for Congress. Koh 
will be hosting a campaign event in Andover 
this Saturday.

•	 Susie’s will stream the Super Bowl this Sunday 
at 6:30 p.m. The New England Patriots and the 
Philadelphia Eagles will go head-to-head for 
the championship title

Reporting by Colin McNamara-Bordewick

Brace Scholar Emily Sánchez ’18 on the 
Power and Narrative of Sisterhood 

JIMIN KIM &
ZAINA QAMAR

This paper marks the first is-
sue of The Phillipian, vol. CXLI. 
Following The Phillipian’s board 
turnover last week, CXL’s Upper 
Management, Editors, and Man-
agers have departed from the 
Newsroom.

Reflecting on the past year 
working with CXL, former Pres-
ident Rudd Fawcett ’18 expressed 
pride for the work of CXL and ap-
preciation for time spent with the 
board. 

Rudd Fawcett ’18, former Pres-
ident, said, “I’m so proud of all 
that CXL has accomplished, and I 
will miss spending time with such 
capable, kind, and funny people. 
They are truly what make The 
Phillipian what it is, and to have 
been able to work alongside them 
throughout this past year has been 
an honor.”

Looking ahead, Fawcett is ex-
cited to see the work of the CXLI 
board. 

“I’m really looking forward to 
see how The Phillipian grows as a 
newspaper under the new lead-
ership of CXLI, and I’m excited 
to see how the paper transforms 
throughout the next year. I have 
the utmost faith and confidence in 
CXLI, and I can’t wait to see how 
they’ll make The Phillipian their 

own and how they’ll take advan-
tage of the unique experiences 
that come with being part of The 
Phillipian,” continued Fawcett.

Cecelia Vieira ’18, former Ex-
ecutive Editor, echoed Fawcett’s 
confidence in the incoming board. 

She said, “I’m really excited to 
see what CXLI does with the stan-
dard Phillipian format. I’m excited 
to see more stories, more in-depth 
investigations, more creative lay-
out, more playing with the tenets 
of journalism, and I think they’re 
absolutely, 100 percent ready for 
that.”

When asked for final thoughts 
and words of advice for CXLI, 
Fawcett simply said, “Find your 
Newsroom.”

STAFF REPORT

After 29 Issues, CXL Bids 
Farewell to the Newsroom

A.TADIKONDA/THE PHILLIPIAN

Sánchez’s research was inspired 
by “The Bridge Called My Back,” 
an anthology of stories from 
women of color.

P.EMERSON/THE PHILLIPIAN

Matthew Cline ’19 attributes his 
success to fellow members of the 
Philomathean Society

C.CHO/THE PHILLIPIAN
By tradition, each board of The 
Phillipian paints the walls of the 
Newsroom upon their departure.

Hunger Banquet to Simulate 
Disparities in Socioeconomic Class  

Each person who walks 
through the door of the Ox-
fam Hunger Banquet will be 
handed a lottery ticket that 
will determine their socio-
economic class for the night.

The event will be hosted by 
Andie Pinga ’19 and Mangai 
Sundaram ’19, the co-heads 
of the Andover FoodMatters 
Club. It will be free to all 
members of the Andover com-
munity and is set to be held on 
Friday, February 2. The goal 
of the event is to bring aware-
ness to class discrepancies 
worldwide and the ways in 
which they impact nutrition.

“The Oxfam Hunger Ban-
quet is an interactive activ-
ity where participants are 
randomly given a ticket that 
assigns them to a socioeco-
nomic class: lower, middle, or 
upper. The amount of [food], 
the kind of food, and the way 
their meal is set up is based on 
the ticket they receive,” said 
Mudmee Sereeyothin ’20, a 
board member of FoodMat-
ters.

Sereeyothin said, “I believe 
Andie, one of the co-heads, 
participated in a hunger ban-
quet for her Non Sibi Day 
event last year… I think she 
wanted to organize a banquet 
that is open to the whole [An-
dover] community so we can 
get more people to think and 
talk about the issues of food 
insecurity [and] malnutri-
tion.”

This event was organized 
with Oxfam, a nonprofit or-
ganization that focuses on the 
eradication of poverty and 
sponsors hunger banquets 
in many different communi-
ties. Oxfam will supply the 
food, flyers, and other provi-
sions for the banquet. Ando-
ver’s event will feature guest 
speaker Christina Berthelsen, 
a representative from Neigh-

bors in Need, a nonprofit or-
ganization based in Lawrence. 

Sereeyothin said, “[We] 
just want people to appreci-
ate what we have and be con-
scious of the prevalent issue 
of food insecurity that exists 
outside the ‘Andover Bubble.’”

Sam Katz ’19, another 
FoodMatters board member, 
expressed agreement with 
this statement and said that 
on campus, privilege is often 
discussed in terms of identity. 
According to Katz, it is possi-
ble to lose sight of the impact 
that privilege has on access to 
basic necessities like food.

“We are trying to make it 
so people realize and are cog-
nizant of these privileges they 
have…  So often privileges 
chalk up to an identity-based 
thing, but then there are oth-
er facets [where] something 
as simple in someone’s life as 
food is not something that ev-
eryone has,” said Katz.

Board member Hywot Aya-
na ’20 thinks that hunger can 
be easily overlooked on cam-
pus, with access to Paresky 
Commons and the amenities 
that it offers. She would like 
participants in the hunger 
banquet to feel like they have 
a part to play in working to-
wards ending hunger.

In an email to The Phillipi-
an, Ayana wrote, “We talk a lot 
about the ‘Andover Bubble’… 
It can become really easy for 
issues to feel like they are far 
away or out of your control. 
We hope that, through the 
hunger banquet, Andover stu-
dents feel like they have a part 
to play in solving issues stem-
ming from hunger.”

Editor’s Note: Andie Pinga  
is a Managing Editor for The 
Phillipian.

JUNGHO CHANG &
ROSS VIEIRA

Source: Food Aid Foundation, A. MIN/THEPHILLIPIAN

The Hunger Banquet aims to raise awareness about global and local 
food insecurity. 
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one who essentially came 
from nothing and didn’t have 
the same opportunity that 
so many of these kids have. 
We’re in this incredible facil-
ity that just opened, and she 
had to practice against the 
wall of her bedroom. I defi-
nitely think we can learn a 
lot from her life and her story 
and become more apprecia-
tive of what we have.”

According to Toorpa-
kai, her father named her 
Changez Khan the day she 
cut her hair. Instead of repri-
manding Toorpakai, he took 
to supporting her pursuits 
in athletics. Living in a Tali-
ban-controlled Pakistani vil-
lage, Toorpakai was not able 

to play sports without pre-
tending to be male. Toorpa-
kai said that she did not have 
the same opportunities as her 
male relatives. 

“One thing that resonat-
ed with me was the lack of 
conformity she had. The fact 
that she was the second-best 
weightlifter in all of Pakistan 
for both men and women 
when she was a teenager is 
just incredible. It’s very mov-
ing and inspiring to hear that 
she wasn’t held back by any 
of the conformities that were 
placed on her by society,” said 
Margot Hutchins ’20.

After starting her athlet-
ic career as a weightlifter at 
12 years of age, Toorpakai 
soon transitioned into play-
ing squash. However, after 
revealing her gender identity, 
Toorpakai began to face in-
creased difficulty at practice 
and in her daily life. 

Toorpakai said, “[People] 
started using abusive lan-
guage and actions. Men of 
all ages would bully me. The 
shopkeepers started treat-
ing me very disrespectful-
ly. I couldn’t buy anything, I 
couldn’t help my family, and 
I didn’t have any friends left. 
Every day, some guy would 
behave inappropriately at the 
courts.”

While the Taliban began 
targeting athletes in her vil-
lage, Toorpakai stayed inside 
her house for three years. She 
practiced squash against her 
bedroom walls while sending 
thousands of emails to Cana-
dian and U.S. squash acad-
emies, hoping to get a job as 
a coach. After three years of 
sending emails, she finally re-
ceived an opportunity to go to 

Canada.
Reverend Anne Gardner, 

Protestant Chaplain and Di-
rector of Spiritual and Reli-
gious Life, who helped bring 
Toorpakai to campus, said, 
“[Her story] is a tale of enor-
mous courage in the face of 
truly grave danger [and] sig-
nificant threats to her own 
life and to her family. It’s the 
story of her love for her own 
religious tradition, Islam, and 
her family’s adherence to that 
tradition, but what it means 
to live where the tenets of 
that religion are skewed.”

Toorpakai, who now trav-
els as spokesperson and au-
thor of her recently published 
book, “A Different Kind of 
Daughter,” said that she hopes 
Andover students to use their 
strength and uniqueness to 
contribute to the world. 

Toorpakai said, “I hope for 
the students that all their life 
they will try to become better 
humans… At the same time, 
they must understand that we 
cannot work alone. We have to 
reach out to those who need 
help. We can’t just be selfish. 
We have to take care of the 
other people who are ignorant 
or who need. We have to teach 
them. Although I know it will 
be difficult — they will have 
anger, all of those emotions — 
that is where the importance 
of education comes in.”

Toorpakai grew up in a Pakistani 
villaged controlled by the Taliban. 
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Economist Megan Greene ’97 Provides 
Insight on U.S. Economy 

When economist Megan 
Greene ’97 arrived on campus in 
2003 as a Teaching Fellow in Ger-
man and History, she had spent a 
year as a financial consultant ad-
vising England’s royal family. 

Greene returned to campus 
Monday night to talk about the 
state of the current American 
economy and her strategies look-
ing toward the future. Greene is 
currently a Global Chief Econ-
omist and Managing Director 
at John Hancock Investments, 
where she analyzes economic 
trends to provide forecasts for in-
vestors.

In her presentation, Greene 
provided an overview of two per-
spectives on the current trajecto-
ry for the U.S. economy. She ex-
plained that the more optimistic 
perspective is based on soft data 
like consumer confidence, and 
has recently seen a boost since the 
2016 presidential election. The 
current expectation from many 
consumers is that future policy 
changes such as deregulation and 
tax cuts will make investing prof-
itable. According to Greene, this is 
partially true, as unemployment is 
at a long-time low and the stock 
market is at a post-crisis high.

The other view, based on hard 
data such as industrial and man-
ufacturing statistics, suggests that 
while consumer confidence is 
high, consumers are not spending 
as much of the money that they 
are earning, and their wages are 
not rising.

While she examined both sides 
of the issue, Nathan Goldthwaite 
’18 expected Greene to take a firm-
er stance during her presentation.

Goldthwaite said, “We’ve had a 
recession every ten years, but she 
seemed to be sort of ambiguous 
about that, and she thought the 
tax plan wasn’t necessarily going 
to overheat our economy as much 

as just keep it going. So, I just sort 
of expected her to take a less mod-
erate stance.” 

Greene advises recognizing 
that data can often be skewed. In 
the case of soft data, all of the con-
sumer confidence index data is 
based on calls to landlines, which 
are disproportionately found in 
homes with elderly residents. She 
also explained how the absence 
of a rise in wages could be ex-
plained by the changing patterns 
of employment shifting away from 
single full-time jobs and more to-
wards short-term “gigs.” 

In her presentation, Greene 
said, “One of the reasons that wag-
es are so stuck is because of what 
was consuming. We used to spend 
two-thirds of what we had on 
goods. Now, we spend two-thirds 
of what we have on services. And 
that matters because services-pro-
ducing jobs tend to be very low-
wage jobs, goods-producing jobs 
tend to be high-wage jobs. There 
are exceptions, but on the whole, 
that’s the case.”

Throughout her career, 
Greene has worked closely with 
policymakers in order to predict 
future economic trends. Her in-
vestigative work involves looking 
at data to find areas where big 
change might happen. One area 
where she sees a huge potential 
for growth is in innovation. In an 
interview with The Phillipian, she 
explained how the current job 
market is continually growing, 
especially with increased automa-
tion and artificial intelligence. 

Greene said, “When we cre-
ated the car, people were really 
worried about jobs, but we creat-
ed the car, and then we had high-
ways [and] rest stops on the high-
ways. We never thought the car 
would create new restaurants on 
the highways — we couldn’t con-
ceive... it. I think there are proba-
bly new industries that will crop 
up that we haven’t thought of, but 
there’s no guarantee because we 

can’t identify what they are.”
After her time as a teaching 

fellow, Greene focused her anal-
ysis on European economics. Al-
though Green said she was initial-
ly reluctant about her assignment 
and wanted a more dynamic mar-
ket, she found herself covering the 
epicenter of the 2008 financial 
crisis. She describes Greece as one 
her favorite countries to study.

“Greece is interesting as the 
first country in Europe that got 
into trouble, and it is the model. 
We learned a lot about the mis-
takes that they made in Greece as 
well as some successes for the oth-
er countries,” said Greene.

Emma Donchi ’18, who cur-
rently takes History-502 Eco-
nomics II: Macroeconomics and 
the Global Consumer at Andover, 
found particular inspiration in 
Greene’s presentation and enjoyed 
learning about the real-world ap-
plication of information from her 
class. 

“It’s made me more interested 
in pursuing something in the eco-
nomic field because in the very 
beginning of her presentation, she 
listed all the things she had done, 
and it was really intriguing and 
very inspiring,” said Donchi.

As a student at Andover and in 
college, Greene was more inter-
ested in microbiology and medi-
cine. Her path to economics was 
atypical and came after doing an 
independent project on the topic 
her Senior year. She assured stu-
dents that they have plenty of time 
to choose careers by recounting 
her discussions at a recent confer-
ence of high-level executives. 

Greene said, “Almost every-
one there found out what they 
wanted to do later in life… they all 
switched pretty late in the game 
and did what [they] loved rath-
er than what [they] were good at 
[and] held up pretty well. So, that’s 
a good lesson as you guys try and 
figure out your paths, which may 
or may not as squiggly as mine.” 

GWEN ROBINSON

did not win an award at the confer-
ence, he formed friendships with 
delegates from all over the world, 
some of whom he stays in touch 
with.

“In my friend group, there was 
me, someone from Tunisia who 
went to boarding school in South 
Africa, someone from an Upper 

East Side New York  private school, 
[and] people from Connecticut. 
It was a whole bunch of people 
from around the world that you 
can really only get at events like 
Harvard MUN, and we were just 
sharing our stories, getting to know 
each other. I thought that was very 
wholesome,” said Kao.

Editor’s Note: Campbell Munn is 
a Video Editor for The Phillipian.

8 Out of 13 Andover MUN 
Delegates Recieve Awards

Toorpakai Was Pakistan’s Top Squash 
Player, Despite Taliban Threats

Continued  from A1, Column 1

matter what, because if you 
do that, you can be appeased,” 
said Hurwitz.

In her presentation, Hur-
witz also spoke on the tra-
jectory of her career. She 
informed the audience that 
speechwriting does not nec-
essarily follow the linear path 
that one might assume.  

“I think a lot of times, es-
pecially young people will 
look at a career like mine in 
politics and assume it was just 
this linear series of very orga-
nized successes… and yet the 
truth just could not be further 
from that idea,” said Hurwitz 
in her presentation.

She assured the audience 
that her career has been full 
of experiences that many 

would deem unsuccessful.
“What you see is two failed 

jobs, three losing campaigns, 
[and] many, many skipped law 
school classes. I don’t think 
anyone would look at this and 
say, ‘This is the resume of a 
winner,’ ” said Hurwitz. “Yet, 
I have a very typical resume of 
the people who wind up in the 
White House.”

Speaking directly to the 
younger members of the audi-
ence, Hurwitz expressed the 
importance of avoiding per-
fectionism and standing up to 
failure. She cited failures as 
experiences that allowed her 
to progress throughout her 
career. 

“You get where you [are] 
by failing a lot — by screwing 
things up and by finding your 
way that way,” said Hurwitz. 

After four years in the 
White House, Hurwitz de-
cided to work on the White 
House Council on Women and 
Girls, which seeks to bring 
higher levels of female rep-
resentation into government 
legislation.

“We wanted to make sure 
the needs of women and girls 
were being taken into consid-
eration in every decision that 
was being made, every pol-
icy being considered, every 
executive order. Anything a 
federal agency was doing, we 
wanted to make sure women’s 
needs were being taken into 
account,” said Hurwitz.

Hurwitz Connects Jewish Identity to 
Speechwriting

Continued  from A1 Column 4

Student Council 
Researches Room Visiting 

Policies at Other Boarding High 
Schools

parietal system] sort of ex-
cludes members of our com-
munity that maybe don’t iden-
tify as straight. I also think it 
can make relationships be-
tween boys and girls on this 
campus a little bit awkward 
or uncomfortable, if parietals 
always have this sort of prec-
edent that something intimate 
will happen,” said Frankel. 

Adin McAuliffe ’20, a mem-
ber Student Council’s Policy 
Committee, believes that the 
committee’s new proposal can 
prevent unpleasant situations 
in the dorms. 

“It will provide safety and 
a more secure place for stu-
dents to feel comfortable and 
not break any rules… whether 
it be getting walked in [on], or 
walking into an uncomfortable 
situation from a teacher,” said 
McAuliffe. 

Melanie Cheung ’20 is ex-
cited at the prospect of a new 
parietal system. Cheung said 
that the current rules are out-
dated system and complicated 
to the point where students 
just do not request parietals. 

“I think that the parietal 
rules that we have in place 
now are definitely super out-
dated, and I’m very much for 
them trying to make it less 
based around the binary sys-
tem and less heteronorma-
tive,” said Cheung. 

As a parent herself, Lixia 
Ma, Instructor in Chinese and 
House Counselor in Johnson 
Hall, hopes that the new pari-
etal system can involve more 
cooperation with the parents 
of Andover students.

“Maybe we should let par-
ents sign off if their children 
can have parietals, just like 
they sign off on car permission 
[and] day excuses for [them]… 
I feel if house counselors and 
parents are on the same page 
with regards to the commu-
nication of expectations and 
rules on parietals, then stu-
dents’ well-being and healthy 
relationship building will be 
better taken care of,” wrote Ma 
in an email to The Phillipian. 

The student council has 
looked to other private board-
ing high schools to see how 
their rules differ from Ando-
ver’s. For instance, at Phillips 
Exeter Academy, students of 
opposite genders may visit one 
another with the door halfway 
open, lights on, and permis-
sion from a faculty member 
on-duty. 

Inter-room visiting at 
Hotchkiss follows a sign-in 
and sign-out system facili-
tated by a faculty member on 
duty. Loomis Chaffee and the 

Hill School do not permit any 
inter-room visiting. 

Rules for students at Law-
renceville, Taft, and Deerfield 
differ by grade and change de-
pending on the ages of the stu-
dents visiting each other.

“At this point, I believe our 
policy strikes a good balance, 
giving students a chance vis-
it personal spaces (i.e. not 
common rooms) while mak-
ing sure that behaviors are in 
keeping with living in a close 
space with other housemates. 
Often, these discussions end 
up focusing on sexual activity. 
Our visitation policies are not 
established for sexual intima-
cy. However, we have a clear 
policy for sexual consent and 
do not discipline students for 
consensual sexual activity, but 
we do discourage it,” wrote 
Blake Eldridge, Dean of Stu-
dents at Lawrenceville School, 
in an email to The Phillipian. 

Will Morris, Associate 
Dean of Students and Direc-
tor of Residential Life at Cho-
ate, wrote in an email to The 
Phillipian, “These rules are 
revisited every summer, and 
are revised by the Dean of 
Students in response to input 
from both advisers and stu-
dents. Recent changes include 
a rewording of the policy to be 
gender-based rather than sex-
based, changes to visitation 
hours in response to the adop-
tion of a new daily schedule, 
and a heightened consequence 
(disciplinary warning) for stu-
dents who violate visitation 
regulations outside of visita-
tion hours.”

According to Mundra, a 
possible change in the pari-
etal rules may involve differ-
ent types of room visiting, 
such as study room visiting. In 
study room visiting, students 
would be able to visit rooms 
of the opposite gender during 
study hours. The doors would 
remain open and the lights 
would remain on, but the pro-
cess would not be as compli-
cated as the current one.

Frankel said, “There’s been 
a lot of interesting approaches 
that people have brought up to 
me or interesting points about 
ways that student council and 
the community as a whole 
could potentially go about ed-
iting our parietal rules. I think 
for the most part, people are in 
support of them being changed 
and edited, and I think the in-
troduction of the policy com-
mittee will really expedite this 
process.”

Continued  from A1, Column 5
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Conlon to Retire at the End 
of This School Year

Conlon worked as a manufac-
turer for 17 years before supervis-
ing a company. According to Con-
lon, a friend referred him to a job in 
the Office of Physical Plant (OPP) 
after his former employer was 
bought out.  

After joining Andover as an 
Environmental Health and Safety 
Specialist in OPP, Conlon moved 
into Public Safety. Conlon said that 
what he once thought of as a tem-
porary position became his entire 
career path. 

During his time at Andover, 
Conlon has continued the work of 
officers before him, which includes 
dorm checks, fire safety checks, 
and regulation of all the alarm sys-
tems. However, according to Rob-
ertson, Conlon also implemented 
several improvements to campus 
safety, such as the card access sys-
tem. 

Additionally, Conlon has im-
proved the safety of students by 
employing a larger staff, more cam-
eras around campus, and dispatch 
monitors. He also implemented an 
app that improved the communi-

cation system between PAPS and 
students, allowing messages to be 
sent to the entire school a notifica-
tion if there is an emergency.

“These are all initiatives that 
we’ve set up through the years so 
I’d like to see these continued and 
maybe even expanded upon. When 
I first took over public safety it was 
a lot of team building and the pub-
lic safety team really became more 
of a vibrant part of the communi-
ty where we weren’t before,” said 
Conlon.

Student safety is the major pri-
ority of Conlon, but he enjoys also 
helping in any way to get students 
through their Andover years. PAPS’ 
preparation for commencement 
plays a small, yet important part in 
the students of Andover’s journey.

The search process for Conlon’s 
replacement is still underway. Ac-
cording to Robertson, the school 
will most likely conduct a world-
wide search, with a few current 
members of Public Safely applying 
for the position. 

To the future Director of Pub-
lic Safety, Conlon advises them to 
be themselves, understanding, and 
patient. 

Continued  from A1, Column 5
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my god we were too cocky, we had no idea 
how wrong things could go. 

Charlie, If You’re Reading This, Please Just Come back Already

Sophia Gilmour
Facts About Me...
–Has an accent.
–Was once selected for “Look of the Week.”
–Cried during a “Look of the Week” interview.
–Fragile ego.

What I’m looking for in a reader...                                                                              
–Nearsighted.
–Thinks I’m funnier than 
Alex.
           
Reference:
“Whenever I read something 
actually funny on The Eighth 
Page, I just know she had 
something to do with it.”  
 — My Mother

Alex Bernhard
Facts About Me...
–Loves a good hobby.
–Source of parents’ slight yet constant self-reproach.
–Slowly building up the confidence to rock a jean jacket.
–Willing to do just about anything if filmed.

What I’m looking for in a reader...                                                                       
–Low expectations.
–Free stuff.                 
                                              
Reference:    
“Kid’s a chiller; he’s gotten me 
out of many sticky situations” 
 — Charlie Sheen

D1 Talent Scouts Flock 
to Pencils of Promise 

FIFA Tournament

While football may be 
on the receiving end of 
sports attention this Sat-
urday with the upcoming 
Super Bowl, last weekend 
saw college recruiters 
flocking to the FIFA Video 
Game Tournament held at 
Susie’s. Geraldo Fisher, a 
prospective D1 FIFA ath-
lete who goes by the name 
Lay-Z, piqued the inter-
est of prestigious e-sports 
programs such as the Uni-
versity of Phoenix, Trump 
University, and Bunker 
Hill Community College. 

Fisher had this to say 
about his passion: “Yeah I 
just kinda see FIFA as my 
way out, you know? Like, 
I’ve had a hard life. I grew 
up in a dump, and I just 
said to myself one day, ‘I’m 
getting out of here. I’m 
gonna make something 
of myself.’ That’s when I 
really committed to full-
time video gaming.” 

Fisher, coming from 
Hollywood, is the wealthy 
son of a producer and suf-
fers from chronic Chee-
to-fingers. He spends 
up to seven hours a day 
practicing, after which he 
unwinds from his tiring 

routine by playing Call of 
Duty. 

We followed Fisher 
into this stressful compe-
tition and got a fantastic 
insight into the world of 
competitive FIFA. With 
coaches huddled behind 
their players, handing 
them refills of Mountain 
Dew and Gatorade, there 
was no doubt this week-
end’s competition had ev-
eryone on edge. Recruiters 
could be seen scouting the 
talent, focusing on the fin-
er qualities that make an 
e-athlete, such as an apti-
tude for long-hours laying 
down and the emotional 

range with which they can 
shout, “MOM, I’M OUT 
OF HOT POCKETS.”

 As the timer ran down 
to the start of the tour-
nament, many spectators 
passed out because some 
competitors had not show-
ered in months, dubiously 
claiming this was to accu-
mulate luck. With a hearty 
roar, the tournament be-
gan, and the recruiters be-
gan furiously taking down 
notes. Our look into this 
eclectic field leaves many 
begging the question, “Do 
I have what it takes to join 
an e-sport?” The answer: 
probably.

WILL LEGGAT
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Photos of Alex like this one have been featured 
in publications such as “The Oprah Magazine” 
and “Playgirl.”

Sophia swears it’s not just a phase despite 
repeated affirmations from her parents on the 
contrary.

The Week’s Top Headlines

• Student Caught Licking Door Handles in De-
liberate Effort to Contract Flu 

• Student Shows Up at Courant Launch Party 
Looking for Raisins

• Student-Held Hunger Banquet Seems Pretty 
Counterproductive 

• Mr. Palfrey Names Exhibition Squash Court 
Official Head of School Residence

• ‘I Feel Like My Life Just Goes In Circles,’ Says 
Track Star to Sykes Counselor

Conspiracy Theory of the Week

Everything up until now has been a red herring.

Eighth Page Successfully 
Prevents The Phillipian 

From Winning Journalistic 
Award, Again

“Another loss for The 
Phillipian credited to us? 
That’s a win,” rejoiced 
Sophia Gilmour ’19, new 
Co-Editor of the pa-
per’s satire section, The 
Eighth Page. Each year, 
The Phillipian submits 
itself into a number of 
journalistic competi-
tions, and each year it 
receives the same criti-
cism, phrased to varying 
degrees of constructive-
ness: “You would have 
won, had it not been for 
The Eighth Page, which 
is wholly unfunny and 
unprofessional.” 

This year has been no 
exception. Representa-
tives from the board of 
prestigious award Ego 
Inc. described the Eighth 
Page as “glorified toi-
let humour, trashy, and 
laced with inappropriate 
innuendos… unbecoming 
of a such a respectable 
institution.” Upon read-
ing this, and to the dis-
may of Editor-in-Chief 
Helen He ’19, the word 
“toilet” elicited a stifled 
giggle from the Editors.  

The Editors of the 

Eighth Page welcomed 
the news of their inten-
tional and successful sab-
otage of the paper’s pros-
perity with their usual 
verve. “My parents have 
never been so proud of 
me,” said Co-Editor Alex 
Bernhard ’19, through 
sweet, joyous tears. 

“Maybe it’s the fact 
that someone took the 
time to analyze my writ-
ing for hidden sexual in-
nuendos; maybe it’s the 
fact that I’ve finally been 
given credit for some-
thing big,” he continued. 

Bernhard and Gilm-
our, known for more 
than just their outra-

geous good looks, ded-
icate a significant por-
tion of their free time to 
bringing a unique style of 
lowbrow, contumacious 
satire to an otherwise 
boringly serious paper 
and school. The task of 
robbing The Phillipian 
of journalistic recogni-
tion is one that falls close 
to the top of their list of 
goals. 

At press time, the pair 
were heard bragging to 
other sections, who had 
actually put in a lot of ef-
fort towards working for 
this award. 

STAFF

Total Applications Received: 2
 Total Editors Named: 2

Meet Your New Comedy Captains

Alex and Sophia share a congratulatory fist-bump in 
their homely corner of the newsroom

A.PHOTOGRAPHER/THE PHILLIPIAN

The Turnover 

Fear not, I’m not going to ask you to read any pretentious authors and cry about your inade-
quacies as a writer (if that’s not funny to you, read our last issue). It’s me, Alex, the cool ed-
itor. This is our first week on our own, and since my father always told me sentimentality is 

for organized labor and artists, I’ll leave it at that. But the times, they are a changin’, and the 
section must as well. Our list of goals is not some half-hearted effort to fill space as it may 
seem, but rather a strong declaration, you feel? We’re all just trying to stay relevant during 
the greatest social upheaval since Shoeless Joe Jackson destroyed the faith of one little boy 
that would go on to found Microsoft, the biggest orthopedic insole producers in the country. 
Sophia and I embarked on this comedic journey together (albeit one of us with a head start, 
you decide which), and we’ll try our best to bring it to a painless close in the coming year.

GOALS FOR THE NEW SECTION

Walk the tightrope between sarcasm and bitter, bitter resentment.
Find the sandwich we lost in the Newsroom at the beginning of the year.

Finally discard the weeks-old remnants of Regina the Spider.
Cut down on mirror time.

Increase hypocritical criticism of writers. 
Buy a fern for our desk.

Learn difference between “their,” “they’re,” and “there.”
Strategically stash weapons/snacks around the Newsroom. 

Out with the old, in with the new! It’s finally time for Charlie to stop coming to the news-
room, and for Connor’s name to be officialy removed from the masthead. Let’s take this 
opportunity to fill out at least half of one issue with some standard, unoriginal content.

Things We Loved About Charlie

–Suspiciously well-moisturized skin.
–Never confronted us about stolen 
watch.
–Knows how to take a punch, thanks to 
his love of symphony in middle school.

Things We Loved About Connor

–Loved tickle fights.
–Habitual absence pushed us into surro-
gate father figure (Charlie’s) arms.  
–Appreciated good romantic poetry.
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See ya, 

Girls Squash Defeats Deerfield to Extend Undefeated Record to 10 Wins

Third seed Chelsea Cho ’21 
hit a quick, attacking boast into 
the front corner of the court to 
beat her Groton opponent 3-0, 
securing a 7-0 sweep for Ando-
ver Girls Squash on Saturday. 
Andover also played Deerfield 
on Wednesday, clinching a 
close 4-3 win and extending its 
undefeated record to ten wins.

Entering their Saturday 
match knowing their Groton 
opponents would pose easier 
matchups than their Deerfield 
competitors, the team used the 
opportunity to practice new 
tactics, according to first seed 
Prianca Patel ’19.

Patel said, “Before going 
into the Groton match, we 
knew that they were missing 
their number one and one of 
their other players, so I knew 
I was playing someone who 
wasn’t that great. Instead of 
trying to play our hardest, we 
try and practice what we’ve 
been working on during the 
week. It’s good practice to get 
those new shots and strategies 

working during the matches.”
“I believe that against Gro-

ton we pulled ourselves togeth-
er after losing a few points. We 
learned to pull ourselves for-
ward, which I’m really proud 
of, and I think we can still keep 
doing that,” added second seed 
Lindsay Westerfield ’21.

According to Patel, Andover 
faced its games against both 
schools with notable sports-
manship.

“I think I was most proud of 
the fact that up and down the 
ladder, we all competed with 
a lot of integrity and humility. 
Obviously, we were better, but 
we didn’t rub that in their fac-
es or be obnoxious about it. We 
competed nicely and kindly, 
and I was really proud of ev-
eryone on our team for that,” 
said Patel.

In future matchups, An-
dover looks to improve on its 
athletes’ mindsets entering its 
matchups, according to fourth 
seed Avery Westerfield ’18.

Westerfield said, “I think 
our mental game and staying 
focused on the court and not 
getting in our heads — espe-
cially when there’s a lot of 
pressure from parents or from 
friends or something like that 
— is something we could defi-
nitely work on.”

Patel added, “I would say 
the biggest area of improve-
ment for the team is accuracy 
of our shots because there are 
a lot of times when we try to 

kill the ball, and it’s not accu-
rate enough, so the rally keeps 
going. So I think one thing that 
we all need to work on is just 
accuracy of our kill shots.”

After suffering many losses 
against Deerfield in the past, 
Andover was able to prevail 
due to its new additions, ac-
cording to Westerfield.

Westerfield said, “We [were] 
super excited for the matches 
because we’ve never beaten 
Deerfield. We’ve gotten a lot 

stronger this season, and we’re 
ranked second in the country 
right now nationally. Deer-
field’s lost a couple of their top 
players, so it [was] definitely a 
big match.”

This weekend, the team 
will be participating in the 
U.S. High School Team Squash 
Championships in Philadel-
phia, Penn. The girls hope to 
practice hard but also get rest 
before the tournament.

Head Coach Jennifer Elliott 

wrote in an email to The Phil-
lipian, “We will play challenge 
matches to think about how 
we can compete efficiently 
and intelligently when we feel 
fatigued. We hope to be in-
spired by the exhibition match 
between Maria Toorpakai and 
John Roberts. Lastly, Coach 
[John] Palfrey and I will urge 
our players to watch video 
footage, get rest, and eat well!”

HANNAH ZHANG

GIRLSSQUASH

Andover Girls Swimming 
& Diving achieved a total 
of 25 individual season best 
times, resulting in a 116-70 
win against Deerfield last Sat-
urday. The successful meet 
raised Andover’s standing sea-
son record to 4-1-0.

According to Co-Captain 
Allyson Ty ’18, Deerfield is 
known to have a strong swim-
ming program. This fact mo-
tivated the girls to train more 
intensely than they did for 
previous meets.

“We were very excited go-
ing into the meet. Deerfield is 
a strong team with some fast 
swimmers. Knowing this, we 
were eager to swim our best 
against them,” said Ty.

Hailey Wadell ’21 added, 
“This meet’s preparation was 
a little different from previous 
meets. We had a bye week be-
fore Deerfield, so we did high-
er-intensity workouts than we 
would if we had a meet that 
weekend. I think this training 
really helped us, as we got to 
focus on what we each individ-
ually needed to work on. We 

specifically did a lot of time 
and pace work, and I think 
that paid off in the end.”

Abby Ryan ’21 said, “We all 
had two strong weeks of prac-
tice up until Saturday, so all of 
us knew that we were capable 
of competing with Deerfield, 
but we definitely exceeded our 
expectations… Our confidence 
translated into dominance 
throughout the entire meet.”

Andover made a dominant 
statement in the first event of 
the meet, taking both first and 
second places in the 200-Yard 
Medley Relay. Andover’s relay 
team that finished first with a 
time of 1:52.29 minutes com-
prised of Emma Donchi ’18, Ty, 
Yifei Wu ’18, and Angelreana 
Choi ’19. 

Andover continued to se-
cure victories, winning three 
consecutive matches in the 
events leading up to diving, 
with Co-Captain Jess Gearan 
’18 finishing at 1:58.97 min-
utes in the 200-Yard Freestyle, 
Elizabeth Tran ’19 at 2:11.31 in 
the 200-Yard Individual Med-
ley, and Ty at 25.07 seconds in 
the 50-Yard Freestyle.

Wadell said, “One of the 
main highlights of the meet 
was that before [diving], al-
most all of us had gone sea-
son bests. Our work in previ-
ous weeks payed off, and this 
showed through our times. We 

had a wicked strong start to 
the meet, which helped us fin-
ish as strongly as we did.”

Andover gained even great-
er momentum towards the end 
of the meet, achieving first-
place victories in the 100-Yard 
Backstroke, 500-Yard Free-
style, and 100-Yard Breast-
stroke with times of 59.27 sec-
onds by Ty, 5:20.84 minutes 
by Graeleigh Jones ’21, and 
1:10.59 minutes by Emily War-
ren ’21, respectively. 

To cap off the meet, Ando-
ver’s team of Gearan, Ty, Tran, 
and Jones clinched a close win 
in the 400-Yard Freestyle Re-
lay with a time of 3:43.93 min-
utes.

In two weeks, Andover 
Girls Swimming and Diving 
will face off against Hopkins. 
According to Ty, the team will 
continue to train tirelessly and 
use the weekend to prepare for 
the difficult meet. 

Ty said, “We don’t have a 
meet this coming weekend, so 
we’re planning to have prac-
tices to prepare for our next 
meet against Hopkins. We plan 
to keep training hard in the 
pool and during dryland work-
outs to build up our endurance 
and improve our stroke tech-
niques.”

GIRLSSWIMMING

ARNOLD SU

WRESTLING

Marisol Nugent ’20 threw her 
opponent onto the mat 14 seconds 
into her match and secured a pin 
within 20 seconds. In its dual meet 
on Saturday, Andover Wrestling 
went on to defeat Avon Old Farms 
45-30 and Long Island Lutheran 
54-29 at the Bidstrup Duals held 
at Tabor. Andover’s record now 
stands at 5-9.

Andover was able to read and 
capitalize upon its opponents’ 
weaknesses, according to Eamon 
Garrity-Rokous ’20.

“Our team saw that when 
our opponents were backing up, 
we were dictating the pace of 
the match and not only how we 
moved, but how our opponents 
moved as well. We had them on 
their toes, reacting to our shots 
and offense,” said Garrity-Rokous

In addition to Nugent, Co-Cap-
tain Pierce Bausano ’18, Adam 
Cohen ’18, and Garrity-Rokous all 
secured pins for Andover against 
Avon Old Farms, contributing vital 
points that led the team to success.

Bausano used his awareness of 
the mat on Saturday to defeat his 
opponent and secure a crucial win 
for Andover, according to Garri-
ty-Rokous and Nugent.

“Pierce also put his opponent 
from Avon Old Farms on his back 
with great mat awareness, as he 
kept his feet inbounds, securing 
the well-needed back points for 
the team,” said Garrity-Rokous.

Nugent added, “Pierce has 
scored a lot of pins for our team 
lately, which has helped with our 
team scores, and we’ve been able 
to be competitive with a lot of sol-
id teams.”

According to Garrity-Rokous, 

Co-Captain Pablo Sanchez ’19 
earned another win for the team 
after persevering through a long 
match against his opponent from 
Avon Old Farms.

“Pablo Sanchez had a long, 
tough match against Avon Old 
Farms, which he stuck through 
and won in the end,” said Garri-
ty-Rokous.

Later in the day, Nick Masri ’19, 
Jack O’Neil ’19, and Garrity-Rok-
ous earned pins on the mat for 
Andover against Long Island Lu-
theran.

Despite suffering a loss against 
her opponent from Long Island 
Lutheran, Nugent wrestled a 
tough match against a nationally 
top-ranked wrestler, according to 
Garrity-Rokous.

“Marisol Nugent stood out, 
as she wrestled an exceptionally 
tough opponent from Long Island 
Lutheran, ranked top-ten at [the 
National Prep Wrestling Cham-
pionships]. Even though she lost, 
she came back to the Girls Tourna-
ment the very next day and pinned 
her way through the finals. I think 
that resiliency goes to show how 
much Marisol has improved her 
mental toughness over the course 
of the season,” said Garrity-Rok-
ous.

Moving forward, Andover 
hopes to improve its composure 
and ability in top and bottom situ-
ations, according to Nugent.

“Our team is tough; on the mat 
we fight for all our points and de-
fend pretty well in neutral. We 
need to work on riding on the top 
and being able to escape and get 
off of our backs on bottom. Basi-
cally, our team is really strong in 
neutral but struggles to gain con-
fidence in other positions. We’re 
tough on top and bottom but are 
missing a few key things that will 
help us win close matches such 
as quick escapes and reversals on 
bottom and quick turns on top,” 
said Nugent.

Andover will compete in the 
Northern New England Invita-
tional Tournament at Hyde (ME) 
this Saturday.

LINDA BIBEAU
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Emma Chatson ’18 swam the breastsroke lap in the 200-Yard Medley, with a split time of 34.26 seconds. 

J.BUEHLER/THE PHILLIPIAN
Valerie Tang ’20 takes control of her bout.
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Captain Caroline Yun ’18 secured a crucial win against her Deerfield opponent, helping bring the team to victory. 
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Girls Swimming Wins 8 of 11 Events Andover Goes on 
Three-Game Win Streak
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Captain Spencer Davis ’18 Leads With Dedication and Optimism

In his third year on Ando-
ver Nordic Skiing, Co-Cap-
tain Spencer Davis ’18 aims to 
guide the team to a successful 
winter season by leading with 
perseverance and passion. 
Going into the 2018 Lakes Re-
gion Championships, Davis 

hopes to make this year a win-
ning season.

Davis recalled a team trip 
to Waterville Valley Resort his 
Lower year, during which he 
spent time perfecting a single 
technique called the V1. Push-
ing with pole plants, skiers 
who use this tactic are able to 
go up hills more effectively.

Davis said, “I couldn’t fig-
ure out how to go uphill very 
well. That turned into a bit of 
a problem during races  — I 
was super inefficient at doing 
that… [I trained] with Coach 
[Keith] Robinson, working on 
that technique to get up the 
hill. Ever since, [uphill sec-
tions have] been my favorite 
part of the race.”

Davis has been competing 
for Andover since being intro-
duced to the Nordic team by a 
friend.

“As a kid, I grew up down-
hill skiing. I skied a couple of 
times with my dad on Nor-
dic skis. We did that once or 
twice. When I was younger, 

he was very into skiing. Then, 
in my Lower year, one of my 
best friends encouraged me to 
try out [for Nordic], and since 
then I’ve been hooked.”

Davis cites Coaches Mika 
Latva-Kokko, Victor Svec, 
and Robinson as his greatest 
sources of inspiration.

Davis said, “[They] are all 
patient and talented. I know 
when I first skied, I was kind 
of cocky, and I think they 
fixed that pretty quickly. 
They showed me that there’s 
a certain level of efficiency 
that you need in skiing, and 
sometimes it’s more import-
ant to slow down and focus 
on your form. How they treat 
the sport — the patience and 
kindness — really helps.”

According to Nikita Mur-
omcew ’21 and Sam Lasater 
’21, Davis’s ability to perse-
vere and drive on inspires the 
team.

“He never complains. Nev-
er. About anything. Even 
when practice has been run-

ning when it’s raining outside 
and cold,” said Muromcew.

Lasater added, “In my first 
week of practice, we went on 
a pretty long run. We had al-
ready added a little extra bit  
— it was the longest run I ex-
pected for Nordic. Yet, [Davis] 
added on extra distance after 
we were all done… He’s devot-
ed.”

Davis particularly enjoys 
helping out with teaching and 
guiding athletes new to the 
sport.

“I love helping the new 
skiers on the team [with get-
ting started], figuring out the 
waxing, helping them with 
the technique at first. I’d say 
that’s my favorite part [of 
Nordic],” continued Davis.

According to Coach Robin-
son, Davis constantly looks to 
find time outside of practice 
to train and improve.

Coach Robinson said, “On a 
weekend when we don’t have 
practice… if he’s around, he’ll 
just tell everyone, ‘Guys, I’m 

going for a run on Friday,’ or, 
‘I’m going to come out and ski 
on Saturday at two o’clock; 
come meet me…’ He just 
makes a lot a lot of opportu-
nities for people to come out 
and join with him.”

Davis has high hopes for 
the rest of Andover’s season 
due to the new talent on the 
team. 

“Some of the new kids on 
the team are improving su-
per quickly, and it’s really 
awesome to watch that. I’d 
really like to see us place in 
our league, the Lakes Region 
League. That’s my main goal,” 
he said.

Davis will lead Andover 
at the Lakes Region League 
Championships at an away 
meet on Wednesday, February 
14.

JERRY SHU

Captain Feature

Posie Millett ’20 Values Kindness and Being a Supportive Teammate

In just her second year as 
a member of Andover Nordic 
Skiing, Posie Millett ’20 has 
already become one of the 
most valuable members of the 
team, consistently finishing 
as one of the team’s top ski-
ers. A Lower from Edwards, 
Colo., Millett’s speed and 
agility leads her to triumph 
against her opponents. Last 
week against Vermont Acad-
emy, she secured elenventh 
place overall out of over 140 
skiers, according to the Ver-
mont Academy website. Her 
consistent performances on 
the trails have earned her the 
title of The Phillipian’s Athlete 
of the Week.

According to Lila Brady 
’18, Millett’s behavior outside 
of the meets is what distin-
guishes her most from other 
players. Brady said, “[Millett] 
is a fantastic teammate who is 
incredibly kind to other rac-
ers and respects everyone. She 
truly has a peppy sweet smile 
and she never complains, 
ever.”

What made you fall in 
love with the sport?  
  

When I was at home in Col-
orado, I was a downhill skier. 
I’m also a cross country run-
ner, and I love that Nordic is 
almost like a mix of the two, 
in the sense that it requires a 
lot of endurance and is a lot of 
fun.  

 
What is your major focus 

for this season? 

My major focus really is to 
have fun and improve on my 
skills [from] last year, espe-
cially considering that many 
of our races last year were 
cancelled due to lack of snow. 
This year, my goal is to get 
more of a feel for the sport 
and have a lot of fun with the 
team, as well as get to know 
them all better. This is be-
cause the team is my favorite 
part of the sport.

What makes you love be-
ing a part of a team?  
   
 

Although the races are in-
dividual, which may seem 
like it’s harder to be unified 
as a team, when you see your 
teammates on the trail during 
races, everyone is always 
cheering for everyone else. 
For example, when the girls 
are racing, you can always 
hear the guys cheering from 
the sidelines. It just makes a 
really big difference to know 
that your teammates are al-
ways there to support you 
through your wins and losses.

What has been one of your 
best meets and why?

Last week was probably 
my best meet. When we were 
going up this long uphill that 
was in the main part of the 
course, I was right behind Lila 
Brady ’18. I started to surge 
ahead, and rather than being 

competitive, Lila cheered me 
on. This kind of support con-
tinued on throughout the race 
and made a huge difference 
in my performance, because 
I knew that everyone had my 
back.

Who or what helps you 
progress through Nordic?

Especially considering that 
last year was my first year do-
ing Nordic, the coaching staff 
has been incredible. I love all 
the coaches on the team and 
they are another big reason 
as to why I do the sport. Even 
though it’s sometimes hard 
because we don’t actually get 
that much time on snow here, 
whenever we do have days 
where we’re able to ski, the 
coaches always make sure we 
are progressing. They make 
practice more fun, which al-
lows us to improve because 
we enjoy it.

How does the skiing here 
differ from the kind you did 
back home?

I started skiing when I was 
three and began alpine skiing 
between third to eighth grade. 
When I came to Andover, I 
started Nordic. I like the way 
that Nordic here in the sense 
that back home, as skiing was 
everyone’s main sport, it was 
always really competitive be-
tween friends. Here, it’s a lot 
more fun and everyone is al-
ways supportive of each other. 
It is also a really nice way for 
me to enjoy the winter. 

    
 

   
 

   

MIA CHEUNG

Athlete of the Week

NORDIC

COURTESY OF SPENCER DAVIS
Spencer Davis ’18 takes advantage 
of tough conditions during races.
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Millett finished eleventh out of over 
140 skiers last week in Vermont.

Claudia Leopold ’18 Takes Advantage of Alpine Skiing Experience

Originally a competitive 
downhill skier, Co-Captain 
Claudia Leopold ’18 has al-
ways loved being outdoors 
during the wintertime. Be-
cause Andover did not have 
competitive downhill skiing, 
Leopold has found success 
with the Nordic team at An-
dover since her Junior year.

Leopold credits her older 
sister, a skier in college, for 
introducing her to Nordic and 
encouraging her to pursue the 
sport.

“Since Andover doesn’t 
have an alpine team, I fig-
ured that switching to Nordic 
would be a good transition. 
My sister was skiing in college 
at the time so she helped me 
with that decision. My oldest 
sister, Maddie, encouraged 
me to pursue the sport in the 
first place and has helped me 
a lot along the way,” said Leo-
pold.

Since coming to Andover, 
Head Coach Keith Robinson 

and Assistant Coach Lisa Svec 
have had played a big role in 
supporting Leopold through-
out her Nordic experience.

“Coach Svec is very kind 
and generous and she brings 
a lot of positivity and enthu-
siasm to the team. Coach Rob-
inson, or KRob, as we call him, 
is the only coach who’s been 
here for all of my four years. 
He’s always joking around 
and making fun of us to get us 
to loosen up during practice. 
Sitting in the passenger’s seat 
of his rally wagon on the way 
to races is definitely one of my 
favorite things about being on 
the team. He’s very knowl-
edgeable about the sport and 
knows how get his athletes 
to enjoy the sport and be 
committed while competing 
at their peak level of perfor-
mance,” said Leopold.

Leopold is known by her 
teammates for her welcom-
ing and supportive spirit in all 
situations, according to Posie 
Millett ’20.

“Claudia is an amazing per-
son, and I’ve loved getting to 

know her over the last two 
seasons. It was hard joining 
the team as a [Junior] and not 
knowing anyone, but Claudia 
was immediately welcoming 
and made sure that I was in-
cluded on the team. She is al-
ways supportive of how we do 
in races, whether it’s our best 
or worst, and she puts empha-
sis on having fun rather than 
being the best,” said Millett.

Leopold is a natural leader 
has transitioned seamlessly 
into her role as co-captain, ac-
cording to Eli Newell ’20 and 
Millett.

“[Claudia] always seemed 
excited to come to practice 
and to be part of the team. Her 
devotion to the success of the 
team and to a high quality ex-
perience for all was and still is 
apparent from her enthusias-
tic cheering during races, her 
concern for new team mem-
bers, and her understanding 
of team and what it means to 
be a team leader working with 
a co-captain and alongside a 
phenomenal coaching team,” 
said Newell.

“Throughout the season 
she has developed into a lead-
er by motivating us before and 
after races and during prac-
tice every day. She is always 
quick to get a jump on prac-
tice and make sure everyone 
has a good time,” said Millett. 
“I’ve learned from her is that 
it doesn’t matter how well you 
ski or how good your results 
are, but rather the importance 
of skiing comes from loving 
the sport and the team and be-
ing supportive no matter what 
happens.”

Leopold hopes to have 
changed the negative con-
notation surrounding win-
ter and Winter Term for her 
teammates, and to have shown 
them how enjoyable Winter 
Term can be.

“I hope that by the end of 
the season, everyone on the 
team appreciates how much 
fun Winter Term and winter 
in general can be. On campus 
there is a sense that Winter 
Term is dreary and long. How-
ever, the team has shown me 
that some of the best memo-

ries can form while playing 
speedball on the turf, running 
in sub-freezing weather, and 
cheering each other on at rac-
es. I hope that the rest of the 
team looks forward to winter 
as much as I do,” said Leop-
old.

LINDA BIBEAU

Captain Feature
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Claudia Leopold ’18 began skiing 
at Andover her Junior year due to 
her previous experince as competi-
tive downhill skier. 
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Emelie Eldracher ’18 Inspires Teammates Through Special Pregame Letters

A former gymnast, Cap-
tain Emelie Eldracher ’18 has 
translated her strengths in the 
acrobatic sport to the swim-
ming pool as an active mem-
ber of Andover Girls Swim-
ming & Diving. Eldracher 
picked up diving her Junior 
year after receiving encour-
agement from Coach Belinda 
Wolf.

“I had seen the platforms 
and the three-meter [diving 
board] at a couple pools in 
Germany, and I remember 
thinking how cool it was to 
see the teams that went up 
there and used them. When I 
learned that [Andover] had a 
diving team, I was like ‘Why 
not? I just have to try it,’ ” said 
Eldracher.

After joining Andover’s 
team, Eldracher immediate-

ly fell in love with the sport. 
According to Eldracher, the 
satisfaction of vaulting over 
the anxiety that accompanies 
each of her dives is the source 
of her relentless enjoyment of 
the sport.

“One of the things I love 
most about diving is the feel-
ing when you get a new dive 
or [when] you’re redoing a 
dive that you feel nervous 
about… It’s that sense of ac-
complishment you feel after 
overcoming your fears and the 
excitement of getting those 
new dives that makes it so, so 
worth it,” said Eldracher.

Eldracher’s unwavering 
dedication to her team and 
the sport is clear to her team-
mates, according to Reese Pel-
letier ’20.

“Emelie comes to every one 
of our meets, home or away, 
[whether] she is competing or 

not,” said Pelletier.
According to Claire Davis 

’20, Eldracher takes special 
care to make every member of 
the team feel supported and 
encouraged at all times, espe-
cially before meets.

“Emelie is always… so sup-
portive. She knows all of our 
lists, and before every meet 
she gives us all little notes and 
candy telling us how proud of 
us she is and that we are going 
to do great,” said Davis.

“Emelie is such a great 
captain… Without Emelie we 
wouldn’t have motivation-
al letters and candy before 
meets, big hugs when we 
struggle to get a dive, or her 
bubbly personality at prac-
tice,” said Pelletier.

As captain, Eldracher 
hopes to encourage her team-
mates to believe in their abili-
ties and push themselves out-

side of their comfort zones. 
“My goal this season… is 

to support [my teammates] 
in any dive that they decide 
to take on. I know that each 
one of them can do anything 
if they set their mind to it, and 
I hope I can help show them 
how fearless and awesome 
they are,” said Eldracher.

“If I could give one piece 
of advice to aspiring divers, 
it would be to just try it. It’s 
[a] very, very mental sport. 
You just have to get over that 
mental block that’s like ‘Oh 
my goodness this is totally 
strange,’ and if you can just 
get over that, it is so, so worth 
it. Like [Coach Wolf ] said to 
me on my first day, the only 
requirement is ‘Can you float 
up from the bottom of the 
pool?’ There’s definitely no 
experience necessary — just 
go out there and have fun,” 

continued Eldracher.
Eldracher will lead Ando-

ver Girls Swimming & Diving 
in a home meet against Hop-
kins on Saturday February 10.

JULIETTE GILDEHAUS

Captain Feature
DIVING
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Before meets, Emelie Eldracher ’18 
writes an encouraging note to every 
diver.

Reese Pelletier ’20 Translates Gymnastics Experience to Andover Diving

Reese Pelletier ’20, a two-
year Lower from Andover, 
Mass., has been a vital asset to 
Andover Girls Swimming & Div-
ing with her consistent top per-
formances. Despite Andover’s 
broken diving board for the past 
two weeks, Pelletier has proven 
herself to be a dominating force 
on the team with a second-place 
finish against Deerfield. As an 
exemplary diver and role mod-
el in the team both in her skills 
and positive mindset, Pelletier 
has been awarded The Phillipi-
an’s Athlete of the Week.

Zack Peng ’21 said, “Reese 
possesses the perfect balance 
of both focus and fun. During 

practice whenever she is on the 
board, she is focused and ready 
to dive. This encourages the 
rest of the team to also be fo-
cused and ready to go when we 
are on the board. In addition, 
Reese definitely shows leader-
ship. It is almost as if she keeps 
the team in check and balance 
in between fun and focus. She 
demonstrates these good traits 
and sets a good example for all 
of us on the team.”

How did you get into the 
sport of diving?

For nine years I competed as 
a gymnast and retired for inju-
ry after breaking my back at the 
end of the eighth year. Coming 
from gymnastics meant I had 
plenty of experience... flipping 
and twisting, so diving came as 
an obvious transition from gym-
nastics. Additionally, the impact 
on my body significantly de-
creased in diving than in gym-
nastics, thus it was better for my 
back. Both physically and emo-
tionally, however, it was, and 
still is, quite challenging. Hav-
ing to not only leave the one and 
only sport I had ever done and 
almost completely start over 
definitely came as an obstacle. 
However, this challenge con-
tinuously reminds me of how 
much I need to continuously 
work hard to become as good as 
I’d like to be.

What is your pregame rit-
ual?

Before meets I always like to 
have a healthy, light breakfast. 
I have definitely found in my 
experiences that is it crucial to 
eat lightly before competing, as 
eating bigger, heavier foods will 
poorly impact my dives. Addi-
tionally, on the bus ride to away 
meets or in between warm ups 
and competing, I like do a few 
different things. First, I have a 
playlist which I use to motivate 
myself and get excited for the 
meet. Along with this, I watch 
previous videos of myself div-
ing. Much of the sport requires 
a strong mentality. Being able to 
see myself dive allows me to pre-
pare the dives in my head before 
getting on the board. Third, I go 
through dry land simulations of 
the dive. I am warming my body 
up to go through the exact same 
motions on the board as on the 
pool deck.

What motivates you to 
work hard?

I’m a very competitive per-
son, as gymnastics certainly 
instilled that in me with a con-
stant determination to aim for 
the best. I am very stoic, con-
stantly finding things I could 
improve on in dives or [push-
ing] myself to learn new dives. 

Having meets as frequently as 
we do, I’m constantly training 
knowing that I will need to be at 
my best for the meet. I don’t like 
to lose, and knowing the poten-
tial for that drives me to work 
my hardest and compete at my 
best.

What does diving mean to 
you?

Diving is an emotional outlet 
for me, especially at Andover. 
The sport is quite social, as you 
talk with your teammates in 
the hot tub until it’s your turn. 
Because we have such a small 
team, we are all pretty close and 
comfortable with one another. 
I always look forward to prac-
tice not only for the sport, but 
also for the time to spend with 
friends who I know love and 
support me. Also, diving is close 
to my heart because I still get to 
flip and twist as I did in gym-
nastics, which has always been 
such a core part of me. Diving 
serves as not only so much as a 
replacement [for] gymnastics, 
but also poses its own unique 
and interesting qualities I get to 
continue learning on my jour-
ney as a diver.

What is it like being on the 
diving team at Andover?

Being on the diving team at 
Andover has been a fun adven-

ture. Last year I was horrified 
to hear that the diving portion 
of the meet was done in com-
plete silence! Many factors of 
the meets and practices are dif-
ferent than that of club diving… 
including the quietness, but I 
soon adjusted and found my like 
for diving. The home meets are 
extra fun for me; having a big 
crowd and diving at your home 
school acts as an extra motiva-
tor for me. So far, I have loved 
being able to dive for the Ando-
ver team and I look forward to 
the years ahead with a continu-
ously great team and coach.

How do you feel about the 
team camaraderie?

We have a small and close-
knit team. We practice five days 
a week and often compete to-
gether on Saturdays. I think the 
closeness with the teammates 
has made us such close friends. 
Our coach, Belinda, adds a fun 
and humorous aspect to our the 
group dynamic and brings us all 
together. Through spending so 
much time together, we have 
gotten to know each other quite 
well. I love being on the team at 
Andover because I know that 
everyone has my back and I can 
always go to someone for sup-
port. [It] means a lot to be on a 
team like that where the sport 
itself is individual, yet we don’t 
act as if it were at all. 

RIKU TANAKA

Athlete of the Week

M.CALLAHAN/THE PHILLIPIAN
Reese Pelletier ’20 scored 222.75 
points for her dive on Saturday.

After rallying a series of dif-
ficult shots kept close to the 
walls, Maria Toorpakai, for-
merly ranked the number one 
player in Pakistan, bounced 
a ball off three walls and into 
the corner, scoring a point and 
allowing her to beat Andover 
Director of Squash and Head 
Boys Coach John Roberts 11-8 
in the first game. Toorpakai 
went on to lose the best-of-
three match 2-1. 

Coach Roberts’ height posed 
a challenge to Toorpakai, as he 
was able to get to the ball more 
quickly than her, according to 
Toorpakai. To combat that ad-
vantage, Toorpakai focused on 
attacking the ball.

In an interview with The 
Phillipian after the match, 
Toorpakai said, “First of all, I 
like to be back on court and to 
try to play deep and to try to 
take the volley. I was also play-
ing by attacking, which I like 
to do.”

Toorpakai’s playing style 
was surprising to Coach Rob-
erts; her methods were suc-
cessful and she proved to be a 
challenging opponent, accord-
ing to Coach Roberts.

“She is a much more attack-
ing player. Most players are 
pretty conventional, and they 
put their shots in the back of 
the court. She shoots or attacks 
at every opportunity. Being a 
tall guy that’s actually quite 
difficult for me to play against, 
so you do have to adapt your 
game a little bit to account for 
that,” said Coach Roberts.

He continued, “We really 
had a lot of fun playing. I don’t 
really get to play attacking 
players so much so it’s great 
to see such creativity and the 
attacking display of shots that 
she had, which is contrary to 
many of the players I play usu-
ally, so it was a pretty cool ex-
perience.” 

At last Wednesday’s All-

School Meeting (ASM), Toor-
pakai described her life as a 
dedicated athlete when she 
went to the local athletics sta-
dium and began weightlift-
ing. After winning the junior 
weightlifting championships, 
she soon became bored with 
the sport, so she dragged her 
father to the stadium to watch 
squash. He bought her second-
hand shoes and clothes, and 
she began to regularly beat and 
be verbally abused by her male 
opponents. Toorpakai then be-
gan to receive violent threats 
from the Taliban.

Much of this abuse was 
due to the fact that Toorpakai 
did not act the way that these 
men thought women should. 
When she was four, Toorpakai 
had decided that it was unfair 
that, due to their gender, her 
brothers got to play outside. 
She then burned her feminine 
clothes, cut her hair short and 
started dressing as boy, a habit 
that she had maintained until 
around age 16.

According to Toorpakai, the 
support of her parents during 
this time was meaningful for 
her, as she confronted the dif-
ficulties of wanting to be an in-
dependent and athletic woman 
in her hometown. 

Toorpakai said, “My family 
encouraged me and praised me 
for what I was doing. I think 
that it is important for a kid to 
be encouraged, and I think that 
is the most important thing… 
I liked the idea that it didn’t 
matter whether I dressed like 
a boy or a girl — I’m still Maria, 
the same person.”

However, Toorpakai wor-
ried about her family’s safety, 
given the deadly threats from 
the Taliban, so she brought her 
practices to her bedroom wall. 
She became the best player in 
Pakistan and a globally top-
ranked player. Toorpakai cited 
coming in third at the World 
Juniors as one of her most 
significant career accomplish-

ments.
Toorpakai said, “I wasn’t 

expecting that [success in the 
championship] because I was 
training in my room against 
my bedroom wall, and I decid-
ed all of a sudden to go to the 
World Juniors, and then I won 
the first match, second, third, 
fourth, and I ended up in the 
semifinals, so it was amazing 
for me.”

Despite the extreme adver-
sity that she faced, Toorpakai 
described how squash now has 
a calming effect on her life and 
how she sees great beauty in 
the sport.

Toorpakai said, “I am a very 
different person — and calm. I 
was very aggressive, and now I 
am very calm. Even if I get an-
gry, I will just go on court and 
train and practice… I think it 
gives me peace, and it’s a qui-
et place for me, and I like the 

skills. Squash is such a beau-
tiful sport, and I like the idea 
that it needs a lot of mental 
strength and physical strength. 
It’s a very dynamic sport. I was 
always around squash, so I got 
into it extremely. Every player 
is different, so I look at every 
other player, and everyone has 
different strategies. There’s 
not just one.”

The positive influence that 
squash, and sports in general, 
have had on her encourages 
her to fight for athletic and ed-
ucational opportunities for all 
students, according to Toorpa-
kai.

“I think we all have to un-
derstand ourselves; we have 
to understand our uniqueness; 
we all have to contribute to the 
world as a good human. Play 
sports because sports keep us 
calm and healthy, alongside 
studies like education because 

education is for the brain, and 
sports are for the body,” said 
Toorpakai. 

According to Coach Roberts, 
Toorpakai’s experiences and 
the way she has combated the 
challenges in her life make her 
an incredible role model to all 
students, not only squash play-
ers.

“Off the court, I definite-
ly think [Toorpakai’s visit] is 
such a valuable experience, 
and she is such a great person 
to learn from given her history, 
where she came from, and ev-
erything she has fought for off 
the courts with women’s rights 
and her sheer willingness to 
be on the pro-squash tour and 
leave her native Pakistan in 
order to compete,” said Coach 
Roberts.

GIGI GLOVER

J.BUEHLER/THE PHILLIPIAN

Maria Toorpakai faced off against Head Squash Coach John Roberts in a best-of-three exhibition match on Tues-
day evening. Toorpakai fell 2-1 to Coach Roberts after winning the first game. 

Former Pakistani #1 Squash Player Maria Toorpakai Visits Andover
SPECIAL FEATURE
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Boys Swimming Sweeps Top Three Places

Well ahead of all of the oth-
er swimmers, Arnold Su’s ’20 
only competition was the pre-
existing Andover pool record 
as he raced to the wall as the 
last leg of the 400-Yard free-
style relay team. He touched 
the wall with a time of 3:10.74, 
securing a new record for An-
dover along with teammates 
Jack Warden ’19, Neil Simpson 
’19, and Captain Nick Isenhow-
er ’18. The relay team broke 
the 2012 Andover pool record 
of 3:10.84 by one tenth of a sec-
ond. This race was one of many 
factors that contributed to An-
dover’s 112-58 win against St. 
John’s Prep on Friday night. 

“[Breaking the pool record] 
felt pretty good. It was real-
ly quite a surprise, honestly. I 
think going into the race, the 
four of us, we were just trying 
to swim the best that we could 
and when we finally found out 
that we had gotten it at the end 
it was really a nice surprise,” 
said Su. 

Isenhower said, “[The re-
lay] was a good showing. We 
didn’t go in with any particular 
goal, but the record was some-
thing that we obviously looked 
up to and knew that was a big 
record set by some pretty tal-
ented guys in the past. We just 
went at it to see what we could 
do.”

Andover’s dominance on 
Friday translated into another 
successful meet on Saturday 
away at Deerfield, where An-
dover won 128-58.

At Deerfield, Andover won 
all but two events; the team 
swept the 200-Yard Freestyle, 
the 200-Yard Individual Med-
ley, the 100-Yard Butterfly, 
and the 100-Yard Breastroke. 

Zack Peng ’21 won the diving 
competition, and newcomer 
Jack Curtin ’19 placed fifth. 
According to Peng, Andover’s 
diving board was broken for 
the entire two weeks leading 
up to Saturday’s meet and pro-
vided some challenges during 
the warm-up. 

“[The boy divers have defi-
nitely improved because] Jack 
Curtin is a new diver [who 
competed in his] second meet 
yesterday, and I think it was 
really good because we hav-
en’t practiced for two whole 
weeks… A lot of it was just 
support and positive thinking. 
But there is definitely room 
to improve and hopefully by 
Easterns and New England’s, 
we’ll be kicking their butts,” 
said Peng.

Many swimmers had the op-
portunity to swim in non-scor-
ing exhibition heats on Satur-
day, where they still beat the 
top Deerfield swimmers in 
most events and demonstrated 
the depth of the team. 

Isenhower said, “We are 
feeling good. It was a great op-
portunity to have two meets 
back-to-back and train like 
Easterns would be, having fi-
nals at night with that 5pm 
start, and then going back and 

competing the next day. It was 
a good showing — we did real-
ly well, considering the quick 
turnaround. [We] had some 
strong swims, people got to 
swim some off events as well 
to see where we’re at and what 
we need to be doing in training 
these next few weeks.” 

According to Simpson, the 
team will now start to prepare 
for the Eastern Championship 
and New England Champion-
ship meets that mark the end 
of their season.

“So for the next two weeks, 
we are going to start cutting 
down volume a bit in practice 
and start the taper process in 
preparation for Easterns. It’s 
pretty exciting right now — 
we’re coming to the culmina-
tion of the season, Easterns 
and New Englands, and we’re 
looking forward to swimming 
fast,” said Simpson.

Simpson added, “We have 
gelled really well together. 
We’ve had a lot of fun together 
as a group, team dinners, just 
hanging out together all of the 
time. It’s been a blast so far.”

Andover will return to com-
petition after the long week-
end, and its final home meet 
will be held on February 10. 

BOYSSWIMMING

ABBY RYAN

GIRLSHOCKEY

Co-Captain Sarah Rigazio 
’18 charged down the ice during 
overtime with the puck and fin-
ished a quick shot into the back 
of the net to take down Lawrence 
Academy 2-1 on Monday. Andover 
also won its game at home against 
Deerfield 4-1 on Saturday but was 
taken down by Tabor on Wednes-
day 2-1.

Andover demonstrated great 
intensity against both Deerfield 
and Lawrence, according to Carly 
Kreytak ’20.

Kreytak said, “In the game 
against Deerfield, we played re-
ally hard and made them play to 
our level and kept control of the 
game. On Monday, Lawrence had 
some really small gritty players, 
and we had to match their inten-
sity, which we did, and ultimately 
pulled through with an overtime 
win.”

Emily Batchelor ’19 said, 
“Against Lawrence something the 
team did well is [that] we matched 
their physicality. We stayed on our 
feet and won the one-on-one bat-
tles on the boards and in front of 
the net. The little things like this 
were massive contributors to our 
win.”

According to Brooke Keough 
’19, until the Tabor game, Andover 
had been on a winning streak due 
to its new offensive strategy.

Keough said, “Against Deer-
field on Saturday, we started im-
plementing a new type of attack 
where the forwards bring the 
puck backwards if they are in 
trouble instead of just dumping 
the puck in the zone. We definite-

ly did this a lot Saturday, and we 
won. We’ve played pretty consis-
tently the last few weeks, but we 
struggled... against Tabor.”

Keough added, “Tabor was 
our hardest game. They were ex-
tremely fast and we struggled to 
keep up at times. Tabor scored 
both their two goals in the span 
of seven seconds, both of which 
were just 30 seconds into the pe-
riod. If we play consistently, we 
could have won because without 
the 30 seconds of the second peri-
od, we didn’t give up a goal.”

Andover has been playing well, 
but the team needs to work on 
keeping up the intensity during 
tough games, according to Krey-
tak. The team also needs to work 
on being consistent and commu-
nicating.

Keough said, “I think we defi-
nitely need to play better against 
good teams. Although we played 
well, we still lost, and a loss is a 
loss — it still brings us down in the 
rankings regardless of how well 
we might have played. If we lose 
by just one goal to all the really 
good teams, we will have a bad 
record so we need to step up and 
turn these games around in our 
favor.”

Andover Hockey will New 
Hampton on Saturday.

NASH JOHNSON

GIRLSINDOORTRACK

Upperclassmen 
Prevail on Home Track;

 Lowerclassmen Fall to Exeter

The upperclassmen of Girls 
Indoor Track dominated their 
home meet this Wednesday, 
scoring 110 points to beat Gov-
ernor’s, Wilbraham & Monson, 
and the Landmark School that 
had 98 points, 28 points, and 17 
points, and 11 points respectively. 
Despite the older grades’ strong 
performances, the 9th and 10th 
grade athletes suffered in their 
meet against Exeter, losing 54-
45.

While the upperclassmen 
participated in a five-way home 
meet on Wednesday, the lower-
classmen traveled to Exeter for 
a dual meet against Exeter’s own 
lowerclassmen.

The home meet was highlight-
ed by a series of strong victories. 
Captain Fredericka Lucas ’18 
highlighted the meet by winning 
the 55-Meter Dash, the 300-Me-
ter Dash, and the High Jump, 
earning the team 24 points. 

The distance squad also per-
formed well, with Isabella Mor-
zano ’18 winning the 1,000-Me-
ter Run, Brooke Sanders ’19 
winning the Mile Run, and Mi-
chaela Jones ’18 winning the 2 
Mile Run. Post-Graduate Sophia 
Slovenski ’18 won the pole vault, 
while Post-Graduate Sylvia Alon-
so Cirbian ’18 won the long jump. 

Grace Rademacher ’18, Jones, 
Lucas, and Morzano netted the 
team 8 points by winning the 
4x400-Meter Relay, which was a 
particular highlight according to 
Slovenski.

Slovenski said, “In the 4x400 
[Meter Relay], the [Andover] 
girls were behind, and Frederic-
ka passed [her opponents] in the 
first lap, and [stayed ahead] in the 
second.”

Despite its strength in its 
home track, Andover suffered a 
deficit against Exeter due to the 
opponents’ abilities and the ex-
hausting length of the meet.  

Sadie Cheston-Harris ’20 
added, “Going into the [Exeter] 
meet, I had the 600 [Meter Run] 
first, then the 1000 [Meter Run], 
then the [4x400-Meter Relay]. I 
was pretty tired at the end of the 
600, and it showed.”

Despite its loss, Andover had 
several highlights, including its 
strong performance in the Mile 
Run. Marguerite Montagner ’21 
won the race in 6:00.60 min-
utes, while Neena Goldthwaite 
’20 trailed just behind, finish-
ing with a second-place time of 
6:00.82 minutes. 

Goldthwaite continued to 
excel in other events, securing 
a first place finish in the 1000 
Meter Run with a time of 3:40.29 
minutes.

Goldthwaite said, “I felt pret-
ty good [going into the meet], 
during the 1000 [Meter Run]... 
I just stuck to the Exeter top 
runner and I was able to pass 
her. It was nice just having just 
the ninth and tenth graders be-
cause we could focus more on 
our races, and you are with your 
friends.”

The Indoor Track team will 
next compete against Governor’s 
on Wednesday, February 7.

PHOEBE BICKS

Boys Track Picks up Two Wins

Trailing for most of the Two 
Mile Run against his Phillips 
Exeter Academy opponents, 
Alex Fleury ’20 ran past his 
competitors in the last 200 
meters of the race, beating his 
nearest competition by seven 
seconds and securing a first 
place finish in the event for An-
dover Boys Indoor Track and 
Field.

Sam Tobin ’18 said, “One 
person that has been getting 
better all the time is Alex Fl-
eury. He’s so good already, and 
everyone foresees an eventual 

plateau but he never stops run-
ning faster which is pretty in-
credible.”

In Andover’s third meet of 
the season on Wednesday, An-
dover was split up by class — 
Juniors and Lowers competing 
in one meet and Uppers and Se-
niors racing in the other. Both 
teams were able to secure first 
place finishes. The underclass-
men defeated Exeter 57-46, and 
the upperclassmen beat Gov-
ernors, Wilbraham, Landmark, 
Malvern Prep, and Hyde with 
a score of 145-44-35-18-7-2, re-
spectively.

The underclassmen meet 
proved to be tough as Exeter 
claimed the lead for the major-
ity of the meet. The boys were 
able to pull off strong times and 
high placements in the latter 
half of the meet to defeat their 
rival school.

Nino Stuebbe ’20 empha-
sized how Andover has been 
getting improving meet by 
meet. 

“The entire team has been 
putting in so much effort right 
now. I feel like all of our levels 
are increasing as the days go by 

and as everyone puts in a lot of 
effort,” said Stuebbe.

In the home meet against 
Governors, Wilbraham, Mal-
vern Prep, and Landmark, the 
upperclassmen stood out in the 
short distance events.

Owen Glover ’19 said, “In the 
boys 55-meter hurdles, Michael 
McCullom [’18] impressed me 
once again, getting a time of 
8.25.”

Neel Desai ’19 added, “the 
55 meter races were very fun to 
watch. You could tell that ev-
eryone was implementing dif-
ferent things the coach suggest-
ed, and those things ultimately 
pulled off. It was good seeing 
everyone trying very hard.”

Unfortunately, long distance 
runner Tobin was unable to 
compete in the meet due to in-
jury. 

Tobin said, “[I’m] looking 
forward to a team win. I assume 
that the coaches have been reg-
ularly telling the boys to race 
hard, race well, and try to get 
better with everything you do.”

Andover will face Gover-
nor’s Academy next Wednesday 
in the Snyder Center.

BOYSINDOORTRACK

TULIO MARCHETTI

I.LEE/THE PHILLIPIAN
Neil Simpson ’19 (pictured), Captain Nick Isenhower ’18, Jack Warden ’19, and 
Arnold Su ’20 made a new pool record, swimming the 400 free relay in 3:10.74.

S.AGRAWAL/THE PHILLIPIAN
Krystiana Swain ’18 ran a personal-best 1:59.36 minutes in the 600-Meter.

Andover 110

Govenors 98

Wilbraham 28

Marianapolis 17

Andover 145

Govenors 44

Wilbraham 35

Landmark 18
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Basil Alfaro ’18 (right) and Owen Glover ’19 (left) finished first and second respectively in the 600-Meter Run, with 
times of 1:25.41 and 1:26.51. 
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Elizabeth Holubiak ’18 plays 
defense. 
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Girls Go Two and One
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Nordic Competes 
at Proctor Academy

KYLE SIMARD

Governor’s 19

Andover 74

Lawrence 43

NORDIC

COURTESY OF WILL ZINTERHOFER
Neil Thorley ’19 is a native of Vermont. 

BOYSHOCKEY

Boys Hockey Victorious 
In Third Period Turnaround

ELIZA SANDELL

Boys Squash Wins Three Consecutive Games

Alex Bernhard ’19 slammed a 
loose ball into the nick, securing 
an 11-8 victory against his Phillips 
Exeter Academy opponent. Ber-
nhard’s success only continued 
as he went on to win his match 
3-0 and ultimately contributed to 
Andover Boys Squash’s 7-0 sweep 
against Exeter on Wednesday. 
Andover also displayed strength 
last Saturday, beating Choate 5-2 
and Westminster 6-1. This suc-
cession of wins extended Ando-
ver’s season record to 8-5.

On Saturday, Andover hosted 
Westminster, Choate, and Bel-
mont Hill in the new Snyder Cen-
ter for a round robin; the sched-

ule did not allow Andover to face 
off against Belmont Hill. 

Head Coach John Roberts 
said, “The other team, definitely 
from a technical standpoint, was 
probably a little stronger than we 
are. Their shots are probably a 
little better, and their technique 
is probably a little better, but our 
biggest strength is our ability and 
our discipline on the court to re-
ally grind out matches and keep 
the other player on the court for 
as long as possible in order to get 
the win.”

Erik Wang ’21 said, “We were 
a little bit weaker than Choate 
at one and two, and especially at 
one for Westminster. I think that 
just means that our team has to 
keep our cool and play consistent 
squash. We have Nationals this 
weekend, so we are just aiming 
to stay fit and sharp, and we hope 
to put out a strong battle and play 
our best.”

Both Roberts and Wang com-
mended Seniors Ishaan Patel 
’18 and Captain David Tsai ’18 
on their strong performances 
against Choate. Though Tsai suf-
fered a deficit in his matchup, he 
showed great grit and determi-
nation throughout his game, ac-
cording to Coach Roberts.

Wang added, “Although David 
dropped the first two games, he 
took the third game and almost 
brought the match to five games 
after losing the fourth 14-12.”

According to Wang, Ando-
ver was able to maintain strong 
gameplay and focus throughout 
the past week.

Wang said, “Just staying fo-
cused and not letting any easy 
points slip by for our opponents 
was difficult. We all kept our head 
in the game and fought for every 
single point. Because of this, our 
top seeds were able to pull out 
close matches with their players.”

Despite the wide margin of 
victory, the team faced challeng-
es from all quarters. Internally, 
first seed Bernhard was suffering 
from injury, yet he still managed 
to secure his 3-0 victory.

To prepare for Nationals this 
weekend, Roberts looks to give 
appropriate rest time so the team 
can reenergize. He said becoming 
more disciplined and comfort-
able with stressful situations and 
playing disciplined squash will be 
key in securing victories.

Editor’s Note: Alex Bernhard 
is an Eighth Page Editor for The 
Phillipian.

BOYSSQUASH

GIGI GLOVER
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Kevin Ouelette ’18 is a forward for Andover. 
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Captain David Tsai ’18 nearly brought his Choate opponent to a five-game match, ultimately falling 14-12 in the 
fourth game, losing the match 3-1.
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On Wednesday, Andover 
Nordic Skiing travelled to 
race at a multi-school meet 
hosted by Proctor Academy.

Proctor provided solid con-
ditions for the meet, accord-
ing to Coach Keith Robinson 
’94.

Coach Robinson said, 
“Conditions at Proctor to-
day were great. A little icy on 
one of the downhills, but I 
don’t think any of our kids got 
caught out on that corner.”

The lack of snow in Ando-
ver prior to the race forced 
the team to prepare different-
ly.

Amelia Cheng ’21 said, 
“We prepared by doing mul-
tiple other kinds of exercis-
es that simulated the same 
muscles that Nordic does, like 
running, circuits, and some-
times even ultimate [frisbee] 
or speedball… So even with-
out snow we hold practice to 
build strength and team bond-
ing.” 

Coach Robinson added, 
“We can work on the fitness 
aspect, but to improve tech-
nique we really need snow 
again… I think we were as pre-
pared as we could have been, 
and we had some great results 
because of it. With sprint rac-
es, there is a bit of luck in-
volved since it is so short and 
is based on place, not time. 
One fall and you can be four 
skiers down, but a lot of our 
racers have been through this 
before, and did a great job 
dealing with that pressure.” 

Although Nordic is an indi-
vidual sport, the team is still 
able to support one another. 

Cheng said,  “We work as a 
team by cheering each other 
on during races and practic-
es, and a lot of the more ex-

perienced people tend to help 
others technique-wise…even 
though you’re by yourself 
during a physical race, your 
teammates are always beside 
you.” 

Moving forward, the team 
hopes that there will be more 
snow on the ground so that 
it can work on technique, ac-
cording to Nikita Muromcew 
’21 and Coach Robinson.

Coach Robinson said, 
“Next week, I mostly hope we 
can get back on snow and get 
some good technique prac-
tice.”

Muromcew said “The team 
is going to continually focus 
on skate skiing technique, as 
well as classic skiing tech-
nique.” 

Nordic skiing is a new sport 
to many participants on the 
team, so the coaches focus not 
only on complex strategies 
but also on the fundamentals.

“Many people on the 
[team] are new to skiing, so 
we also focus on fundamen-
tals — learning how to ski,” 
said Muromcew.

Next week, the team will 
not race in order to prepare 
for the LR championship on 
February 14, a race at the Riv-
ers School, and finally, the 
Nepsac championship that 
will conclude the season.

During the third period of 
Andover Boys Hockey’s game 
on Wednesday, goalie Charlie 
Archer ’20 blocked a shot from 
a Deerfield offender with his 
stick, maintaining the 1-1 score. 
Andover went on to defeat 
Deerfield 3-1. The win broke a 
three-game losing streak, in-
cluding Saturday’s 0-3 loss 
against Loomis Chaffee, bring-
ing Andover’s record to 8-10.

Wednesday’s game started 
slowly; the first goal only came 
midway through the second 
period when Deerfield scored 
on a powerplay. While it ini-
tially seemed as though the mo-
mentum had shifted in favor of 
Deerfield, Post-Graduate Dante 
Maribito ’18 scored two goals 

and Quinn Doyle ’18 scored an-
other in the third period.

Forward Alex Cleveland ’18 
said, “We were ready to step up 
and play like a team, so we talk-
ed about that in between the 
second and third period, and 
we really went out in the third 
period. We took it to them right 
away.”

Defenseman Carter Giampi-
etro ’19 added, “We definitely 
came out with a lot more heart 
in the third period [against 
Deerfield]. Against Loomis, we 
sort of just sat there in idle, and 
in this game, we came out with 
purpose, and the purpose was to 
win.”

According to Cleveland, the 
team had to work together to 
fight through Deerfield’s strong 
defense.

“They have a good goalie, so 
we were trying to get some peo-
ple in front of him and get some 
screens going,” said Cleveland.

In Andover’s matchup 
against Loomis, Andover dis-
played strength in its offense; 
however, the lack of teamwork 
in the backline made it impossi-
ble to take advantage of scoring 
chances, according to Forward 

Christian Powers ’19. 
Powers said, “We made their 

defense make mistakes, and 
we got the puck to the net and 
pressured their defence… We 
couldn’t score, we couldn’t cap-
italize on our chances, and we 
also we couldn’t connect that 
well in the neutral zone and the 
[defensive] zone. We weren’t 
making great passes, so we 
couldn’t generate that much of-
fense from our own zone”.

Andover looks to improve its 
passing and opportunize more 
on its open chances for its Fri-
day matchup against Belmont 
Hill. 

“Something we are looking to 
do better in the future is connect 
more with our passes and play it 
better as a team in our [defen-
sive] zone, and work to cycle the 
puck down low in the offensive 
zone, and capitalize on our scor-
ing chances,” said Powers. 

Giampietro added, “I think 
we hope to play a full sixty min-
utes of hockey. That’s some-
thing that we’ve struggled with 
in the past, and we would love to 
put a complete game together. 
That, I think, would lead to our 
success.”

Andover

Westminster

6

1

Andover

Choate

5
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Pairing a grey cash-
mere sweater with a crisp 
white collared shirt, Eugene 
Hughes, Instructor in French, 
complements his look with a 
pair of dark wash jeans. To 
complete the outfit, he wears 
a black peacoat and a pair of 
shiny black leather shoes. 

“I think he is one of, if not 
the most fashionable teachers 
on campus. He calls himself 
Dr. Mr. Coach Hughes be-
cause he plays many different 
roles on campus. But he has a 
very unique style that you can 
always recognize,” says Claire 
Jungmann ’18, one of his stu-
dents. 

Although Hughes grew up 
in a small town in South Car-
olina, he resided in France for 
approximately three years. 
Through Hughes’ experienc-
es living abroad in France, he 
acquired different aspects of 

the European culture, which 
he integrates it into his own 
style. 

“[Living abroad] definitely 
gave me the courage to take a 
few chances here and there. I 
always think that fashion and 
style is kind of interesting, so 
that opened my horizons for 
different types of clothing 
that I might not have worn 
otherwise. Being open to ex-
periencing different cultures, 
and seeing the way different 
people dress in other places 
has really played a big part in 
my style today,” said Hughes.

Over the years that Hughes 
has lived in Andover, his style 
began to adapt to the New 
England weather while still 
maintaining his French flair.

Emily Trespas, Instructor 
in Art and a friend of Hughes, 
said, “[His style is] European, 
whether it’s France or Spain, 
that’s also kind of New York 
City mixed with the Andover 
Shop.”

Hughes’ style develops as 
time passes. His wife, Emi-
lie Cliquet-Hughes, Program 
Assistant for the Community 
Engagement Office, has got-
ten to see his transformation 
over the last 20 years. 

“I think [style] evolves. 
You don’t dress that same 
way you did when you were 
20 as when you are 40. It de-
pends on what occasion it is 
as well. Maybe spark is that 
right word to describe [why 
I dress the way I do]. I don’t 
take that many chances in my 
style. Usually, I tend to dress 
on the more straightforward 
side. Outlandish colors aren’t 
really my first choice, but I 
always try to find something 
to make my outfit pop. For 
instance, if I wear a boring 
outfit, I’ll pair them with a 
pair of bright colored socks. 
So you can take a really bor-
ing outfit, and have one little 
piece that makes people go 
like, ‘Oh, wow,’ ” said Hughes.

Many of Hughes’ students 
express their enjoyment at 
seeing his interesting outfits 
and pairings.

“The one thing I can re-
member is that he always 
wears really fun socks and 
he’ll kind of dress up for class 
unlike other teachers. He’ll 
wear a nice suit coat or a 
sweater,” says Jungmann.

“He has a very distinctive 
style. It’s very New England 
preppy. He wears a lot of but-
ton downs and khaki pants. I 
don’t think his style is super 
noticeable unless you’ve been 
in his class for a long time, in 
which case it starts to become 
a familiar thing. When he 
changes it up, everyone gets 
really surprised,” said Adri-
enne Zhang ’18, another one 
of Hughes’ students. 
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LOTW: Eugene Hughes Combines French Flair and Flashy Socks

JEANNETTE  ZHANG

Students Let Loose In Lip Sync Battle

Halfway through his lip sync 
of “Love Yourself” by Justin 
Bieber, Braden Barlow ’21 took 
off his jacket and threw it up-
wards. The jacket got caught in 

the rafters of Susie’s, and the au-
dience let loose in cheers.

Derrick Brown ’20, an audi-
ence member, said, “While [Bar-
low] wasn’t solid on the words 
[and] his lips weren’t moving 
in perfect unison, I felt that 

when he took off his jacket and 
swung it up and it just stuck to 
the rafters… was quite enjoyable 
and probably made my night 
as a single moment.  It was… 
something special because he 
showed off his beefy arms.”

Tristan Latham ’19 took the 
title of Lip Sync Champion for 
Friday’s Lip Sync Battle in Su-
sie’s. The event was organized 
by Student Activities and judged 
by Christopher Capano, Direc-
tor of Student Activities. In the 
first act of the night, Latham 
performed “Brandy (You’re a 
Fine Girl)” by Looking Glass 
while swinging his hips. 

Jackson Emus ’19, a friend of 
Latham’s and an audience mem-
ber, said, “My favorite act had 
to be… Tristan Latham’s won-
derful performance.  He just 
has a true gift for the stage… He 
really vibes into the whole per-
formance.  I just want to con-
gratulate the champion, Tristan 
Latham, really, just a great per-
former. He really deserved it.”

“She said, ‘Do you love me?’ I 
told her only partly. I only love 
my bed and my momma, I’m 
sorry,” lip-synced Sekou Cisse 
’21, causing the audience to 
erupt in cheers and applause. 
When the beat came back, Cisse 
hit the folks, a popular hip hop 
dance move. Cisse could not 
help but smile in response to 
the cheers.

“I chose ‘God’s Plan’ by Drake 
because I wanted to choose a 
song that was new and exciting. 

I wanted to show people this 
new song, and I wanted them to 
have an idea of the music I like 
so they can know a little more 
about me. This song also talks 
about how [Drake] continues to 
do what he does despite people 
wishing for his downfall, which 
is a good message for [Andover] 
students. We should continue to 
grind, as people could wish for 
us to do poorly,” wrote Cisse in 
an email to The Phillipian.

Holt Bilter ’21 and Larson 
Tolo ’18 lip synced and danced 
to “The Lion Sleeps Tonight” by 
The Tokens.  The two worked 
off each other’s energy. Accord-
ing to Tolo, the night allowed 
him to be courageous.

“I loved how into the event 
everybody was. As a four-year 
Senior, events in the past have 
been intimidating to me because 
it seems like a competition for 
who has the best performance, 
hence the event’s title, but this 
year was different. Regardless 
of who you were, the whole 
audience applauded your cour-
age for going up to the stage, 
and that, to me, was so special,” 
wrote Tolo in an email to The 
Phillipian.

JACKSON DIODATI

S.ALSHAIBA/THEPHILLIPIAN
According to Hughes, his time abroad influenced his fashion by encourag-
ing him to try bolder styles.

S.ALSHAIBA/THEPHILLIPIAN
Hughes’s students and friends describe his look as a blend of New England 
and European styles.

S.AGRAWAL/THE PHILLIPIAN
Violet Enes ’21 and Matthew Suri ’21 (pictured above) performed “Without You” from Spongebob.

Tessa Conrardy and Rory Haltmaier

CAMPUS COMICS Rory Haltmaier
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Rory Haltmaier

“Hi, I’m Niya,” Gavin Boyle 
’21 jokingly introduced him-
self, garnering laughs from the 
audience. After Niya Harris ’21 
pretended to admonish Boyle, 
he quickly apologized and cor-
rected himself. 

Boyle and Harris were this 
year’s co-hosts of Abbot Cab-
aret, Andover’s talent show, 
held Saturday evening in Kem-
per Auditorium. Organized by 
Abbot Cluster’s co-presidents, 
Abdu Donka ’18 and Bailey 
Colón ’18, the annual event fea-
tured 12 acts ranging from clas-
sical piano performances to a 

cappella and tap dancing.
Eliot Min ’19, a beatboxer 

who performed solo as well 
as with the a cappella groups 
Keynotes and Yorkies, said, “I 
think the great thing about be-
ing at Andover is that there are 
a lot of people here with many 
different talents and being able 
to showcase that and show ev-
eryone what all of us can do is 
something really cool.” 

Audience member Jon 
Krikorian ’21 said,“I liked El-
iot’s performance because you 
never hear anything like that, 
and not a lot of people get the 
chance to ever hear anything 
like that. It was just cool how he 

could make things sound like it 
was not a human [making those 
sounds].”

Jonathan Lin ’19 sang and 
performed a medley of pop 
songs on the keyboard including 
“Hello” by Adele, “A Thousand 
Miles” by Vanessa Carlton, and 
the Mii Channel theme song.

Lin said, “I enjoy playing the 
piano and singing. It was most-
ly just a hobby until I was like 
‘Oh, why not just perform in 
Abbot Cabaret?’... This was spe-
cial because I like playing pop 
song covers and I decided to put 
them together into a medley.”

The show also featured 
Azure, Andover’s all-female a 
capella group, who performed 
a mashup of songs by Khalid, 
a popular singer. According to 
Martina Gil ’21, a member of 
Azure, preparation for Abbot 
Cabaret had a different atmo-
sphere from other shows due to 
the smaller venue and stronger 
relationships within the group.

Gil said, “The practice pro-
cess for this show was differ-
ent from what we had done 
for Grasshopper because first, 
the artist that we did, [Khalid], 
was very different…[and also] 
because it was deeper into the 
school year so I knew the peo-
ple that I was working with 
better. I thought we were more 
of a group now than [we were] 
towards the beginning of the 
year, which helps a lot in a per-
formance.”

Andover’s coed a capel-
la group, Keynotes, also per-
formed at the show, singing “At-
tention” by Charlie Puth. Lucy 
Grossbard ’19 performed her 
first solo at the event.

“I was a little nervous, but I 
ended up having a lot of fun. I 
really liked [our] second perfor-
mance because it was more of 
a student audience, rather than 
parents, so people were a little 
more excited in general,” wrote 
Grossbard in a message to The 
Phillipian.

According to Hanna Wu ’20, 
who played Frédéric Chopin’s 
Étude Op. 25, No. 2 on the pia-
no, the show also gave perform-

ers a low-pressure opportunity 
to display different aspects of 
their identity.

Wu said, “This performance 
was special for me because mu-
sic has been a part of my life for 
so long, and this was really the 
first time that I could showcase 
my passion to other students.”

Arts&Leisure
New Addison Exhibition “Convergence” Showcases 

International Artists

Bright light seeped through 
the geometric-patterned 
frames of a steel cube sus-
pended from the ceiling, cast-
ing soft shadows onto the pale 
walls of a room in the Addison 
Gallery of American Art. The 
viewer’s dynamic silhouette 

intermingled with the stat-
ic, Islamic-inspired designs 
splayed across every surface 
of the room, just as artist An-
ila Quayyum Agha envisioned.

Allison Kemmerer, cura-
tor of the exhibition, “Con-
vergence,” said, “[Agha was] 
was visiting the Alhambra in 
Spain, and she was… struck by 
the beauty there, but it made 

her think of childhood mem-
ories of being in Pakistan… 
in mosques that she was not 
allowed to enter because she 
was a girl. She started think-
ing of the conflicting feelings 
of awe and alienation and how 
that actually paralleled her 
experience as an immigrant to 
the United States… Anybody 
can come here; it’s a contem-
plative space, but it’s also im-
portant to her that we’re part 
of it. As we move, our shad-
ows are changing it.”

In addition to Agha, the Ad-
dison is currently hosting the 
works of three other interna-
tional artists: Lalla Essaydi, a 
Moroccan artist, Yun-Fei Ji, a 
Chinese artist, and Fred Han 
Chang Liang, another Chinese 
artist as well as this year’s Ed-
ward E. Elson Artist-in-Resi-
dence.

“I wanted [to find] artists 
who combined not just east 
and west, which is a broad 
division, but historic and con-
temporary subject matter [as 
well as] historic techniques. 
That’s how we honed in on the 
four artists, and the idea was 
[that] each of them could have 
their own gallery so we could 
show viewers their work in 
depth,” said Kemmerer. 

In Liang’s piece, “Looty, 
Elgin’s Gift,” hidden amongst 
the intricately cut strands of 
paper is the image of a Pe-
kingese dog. Using the folk art 
of cut paper, jianzhi, Liang in-
vokes the story of the British 
stealing the Chinese Empress’ 
dog to gift to Queen Victoria. 
The breed became extremely 
popular amongst the British 
high class but has since lost 
its imperial status in modern 
society. Through the story, Li-
ang comments on the dissolu-
tion of cultures over time and 
place.

“[The Pekingese dog] is a 

breed we all recognize here, 

but we have no idea where it 
originated, and how this all 
came to be… [The artist] is 
just interested in how things 
migrate, and once they go to 
a new place, [and] the influ-
ences that bear on them. It’s 
paper cut too…  Fred is most 
known for using the tech-
nique of paper cut,” said Kem-
merer. 

Essaydi’s series of pho-
tos, “Les Femmes de Maroc,” 
elicited commentary on the 
oppression of women in Mo-
rocco, depicting women with 
stern expressions in white 
drapery and lines and lines 
of hand-written henna. The 
images critiqued the sexu-
alization of women in nine-
teenth-century orientalist 

paintings, creating stark con-

trasts through the use of neu-
tral colors and fully-clothed 
models. 

“It’s so beautifully con-
structed, and the mix of pho-
tography with illustrations 
just makes a certain move-
ment within the painting. It 
has such an amazing theme of 
hidden feminism and objecti-
fication in the history of Mo-
rocco,” said attendee Karen 
Sun ’20.

“Convergence” will be on 
display at the Addison until 
July 2018.

LINDSEY CHAN

Abbot Cabaret Presents A Capella, Beatboxing, and Pop Medleys

IRENE KWON

H.SOLOMON/THE PHILLIPIAN

Eliot Min ’19 (pictured above) beatboxed for a solo performance as well as 
with a capella groups The Yorkies and Keynotes.

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE  ADDISON GALLERY OF AMERICAN ART

Anila Quayyum Agha, Hidden Diamond, 2016, Lacquered steel and halogen 
bulb, 36 x 36 x 36 inches.

H.SOLOMON/THE PHILLIPIAN

Abbot Cabaret featuerd a host of solo and group performances. Lucy Grossbard ’19 (pictured above) has per-
formed in the talent show for the past two years.

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE  ADDISON GALLERY OF AMERICAN ART
Fred H. C. Liang, Silkscreen, gouache, acrylic, papercut on Sommerset 
paper.

R.PREM/THE PHILLIPIAN

According to Hanna Wu ’20 (pictured above), Abbot Cabaret gave 
performers a rare opportunity to demonstrate their passions to other 
students. 
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Holding a copy of the latest is-
sue of the Courant, Cecelia Vieira 
’18 stood in the center of the room 
amid colorful paper decorations 
and spectators wearing colored 
finger lights and snacking on col-
or-themed foods. As the featured 
writer of the Courant launch party, 
Vieira presented two of her po-
ems titled “Pool Filter” and “Judas 
Kiss.” Vieira has submitted her 
writing to the Courant since her 
Lower year.

Vieira said, “‘Pool Filter’ is 
about [an] incident I had with 
my siblings… [We saw] this baby 
bird sort of floating around in the 

pool filter, and we all just sort of 
stopped and looked down at it, and 
didn’t say much to each other but 
had a moment that’s like, ‘Yeah this 
is death of all things. This is the 
death of summer, this is the death 
of our family in a way, this is the 
death of this little bird.’ It was just 
a very small, quiet, momentous 
moment.” 

The launch party of Andover’s 
creative magazine, the Courant, 
took place last Friday at the Pea-
body Museum. The theme of the 
event was “color,” to celebrate the 
printing of the first colored issue 
of the magazine. Members of the 
Courant board collaborated to 
overcome the challenges present-

ed by running a color issue.
Adrienne Zhang ’18, Co-Editor 

in Chief of the Courant, said, “The 
food is all color themed; if you saw 
some of the performances, they all 
did color themed poems or stories, 
and [Sophie Miller ’18,] who is 
amazing, she did whole bunch of 
posters…  she even had a geotag.” 

Angelreana Choi ’19, a poetry 
editor for the Courant, said, “We’re 
trying to break even in terms of 
cost because printing in color is so 
expensive, but it is our first color 
issue, and we’re really happy about 
it. It’s a beautiful copy.” 

According to Co-Editor in Chief 
Miriam Feldman ’18, the newest is-
sue of the Courant was the first to 
have a featured artist and writer. 
The “color” theme was partly cho-
sen to better showcase the stained 
glass artwork by featured artist 
Chris Ward ’19. 

Attendee Skylar Xu ’20 said, 
“I really liked the Spoken Word 
performances; they were very 
powerful. I appreciated the form 
of presenting the Courant… They 
didn’t just read the poem, they also 
performed it under the specific 
setting, so I really feel like, at the 
moment, I was able to appreciate 
literature in that way.”

This issue was also the first one 
with this year’s Courant board. 

Feldman said, “Everybody from 
the section editors who chose the 
pieces to the layout who did the 
design for the cover really put their 
all into it. So I think that the team 
of people in the Courant would be 
my favorite part about it.” 

Launch parties give members 

of the Courant an opportunity to 
interact with their readers and al-
low artists to showcase their work 
directly.

Zhang said, “My favorite part of 
[the Courant] is definitely seeing 
the people. It’s so much fun, es-
pecially when you’re sitting at the 
table and some people come over 
and flip through it, and when they 
see their own work or when they 

see their friend’s work, or even if 
they’re just here to appreciate stu-
dent work, their faces light up. I 
really think that the quality of the 
stuff that people produce here is so 
incredible.”

Editor’s Note: Chris Ward is a 
Graphic Design Editor for The Phil-
lipian.

T.RYNNE/THE PHILLIPIAN

Looking for amazing kitchen tools to fill 
your kitchen?!? 

*Order online:  
www.pamperedchef.biz/sandypchef 

*Host an online show and earn products for FREE 
*Join my team and try the apron on for size,  

with no risk! 

Contact me anytime 
@ sandyplummer@hotmail.com  

or 715-933-2000
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ESTELLE ZHU

Courant Launch Party Celebrates 
First Color Issue with Themed Decorations

Since the months succeeding the release of “Culture,” talks of another album 
have been in the air. Finally, “Culture II,” the third album by superstar trio Migos, was 
released last week. It is lengthy and experimental at best. The album lacks cohesion 
seeming like a bottomless pit of songs. 

“Culture II” is an attempt to recapture the perfection of “Culture.” Backed by 
a weaker single (“Stir Fry”) than on Culture (“Bad and Boujee”), the album seems 
like two separate projects meshed together. On one side is the more experimental 
project, and on the other the raw trap project. The experimental side shines above 
the rest. “Narcos,” the album’s best song, transports us to a druggy Latin paradise 
as guitar strings cascade the listener throughout the song. The experimental produc-
tion on songs like “Too Playa” with a transcendent saxophone, “Notice Me” with a 
light-hearted piano complimented by strong kicks, and “Stir Fry” with its 2000-esque 
feel is spectacular. Despite the success of the experimentation, the raw side, reminis-
cent of Migos circa 2015, still delivers. Songs like “Too Much Jewelry” and “Crown 
The Kings” have an aggressiveness and hard-hitting sound thought to have been 
lost by Migos. 

However, songs like “White Sand” and “CC” stand out as attempts to let big 
names such as Gucci Mane and Travis Scott do all the work. Migos should have been 
playing on their own ability as rappers, which Takeoff embraced fully for the first 
time since the Migos mixtape days. Although underwhelming, this album does do 
one thing for Migos fans: it confirms the suspicions that Takeoff might be the best of 
the Migos.

I.LEE/THE PHILLIPIAN

Review: Culture II

Hip Hop 
Heroes

by Alex Castillo

E.QIAN/THE PHILLIPIAN
Junah Jang ’20 (pictured above) flips through the latest issue of the Cou-
rant, Andover’s creative magazine.

E.QIAN/THE PHILLIPIAN
The launch party highlighted featured artist, Chris Ward ’19, and featured 
writer, Cecelia Vieira ’18.

T.CONRARDY/THE PHILLIPIAN
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