
Ms. Everytime, Proctor by 
day and activist by night, uses 
her powers of time-travel to 
undo oppression one injustice 
at a time. A group of partici-
pants created this superhero for 
Emily Ndiokho ’18, this year’s 
Barbara Landis Chase CAMD 
Scholar, during her workshop 
and presentation, “Super Black: 
An Analysis of the History and 
Evolution of the Black Comic 
Book.” 

The presentation, held in 
Kemper Auditorium, was the 
last event on the program in 
Andover’s twenty-eighth an-
nual celebration of the life and 
legacy of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. In her speech, Ndiokho 
presented her research regard-
ing the progression of diversity 
in comic books. 

Ndiokho’s memories of 
watching cartoons with her old-
er cousin influenced her choice 
of topic. After he introduced 
her to superheroes, she became 
an avid fan and started to see 
them as archetypes to emulate.

“[My cousin] would visit of-
ten and control the TV… ‘Justice 
League’ was like a launching 
point in terms of how I found 
comic books and how I found 
superheroes to be such cool fig-
ures, not only as fictional beings 
to aspire to but also the way in 
which they work, their com-
plicated past and histories and 
personas. So it kind of started as 
a joke or something that irritat-
ed me, but it turned into some-
thing where it was almost like 
my refuge,” said Ndiokho.

Chioma Ugwonali ’20 ex-
pressed her appreciation for the 
presentation’s quality and its 
exploration of a less common 
subject that she was intrigued 
by but did not have a lot of prior 

knowledge about.
Ugwonali said, “Not only 

was the presentation informa-
tive, it was also fun and inter-
active with the crowd, which I 
really appreciated...I just really 
appreciate Emily doing the re-
search...about a topic that usu-
ally isn’t covered in the media 
or really at school.”

To begin her presentation, 
Ndiokho relayed the history of 
black characters in the comic 
genre, beginning in 1941 with 
Washington “Whitewash” 
Jones. Because of his stereotyp-
ical nature, Jones revealed the 
minimal depth to which black 
characters in comics were once 
portrayed.

“Between the inceptions 
of superhero comic books in 
1939 and until the mid 1960s, 
black characters — let alone 
black superheroes — were 
disposable and often featured 
without a story arc or a char-
acter development or watered 
down to racial stereotypes,” 
said Ndiokho during her pre-
sentation.
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CAMD Brings Claudia 
Rankine for MLK Day

Claudia Rankine, award-win-
ning poet and author of “Citi-
zen: An American Lyric,” flipped 
through pictures from the recent 
presidential election and commer-
cials from different countries to 
highlight the construct of white-
ness in society. Rankine took the 
stage on Monday’s All School 
Meeting (ASM) for Andover’s 28th 
annual observance of Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. (MLK) Day.

Each year, a speaker elected 
by the Community and Multicul-
tural Development (CAMD) team 
is invited to Andover to help stu-
dents take the “day on.” The day 
encourages students to think more 
in depth about the significance of 
MLK Day and connect to social is-
sues in the broader world.

In an email to The Phillipian, 
LaShawn Springer, Director of 
CAMD, wrote, “Every year the 
CAMD team brainstorms a list of 
speakers who have contributed 
greatly to the advancement of their 
field and to the national dialogue 

on diversity. Because this year’s 
theme is ‘citizenship’, we want-
ed to find a speaker that would 
thoughtfully challenge our collec-
tive understanding of who is con-
ferred citizenship and who is not; 
how does one know they are a cit-
izen; who and what decides that; 
what does being a citizen give one 
access to, etc.”

Rankine was chosen particular-
ly because of her works in discuss-
ing citizenship. 

Springer said, “Claudia Ran-
kine explores those questions and 
more in her book ‘Citizen’ using 
everyday experiences that speak 
volumes to what it means to live in 
a racialized body – experiences of 
racism and microaggressions that 
are so frequent in nature that you 
feel both invisible and hypervisible 
all at once.”

Rankine is an author, a poet, 
and currently a professor at Yale 
University. After her speech, stu-
dents at Andover they were able to 
share their thoughts on Rankine’s 
presentation through a Q&A ses-
sion.

NEWAZ RAHMAN, JUNGHO 
CHANG, ALEXANDRA 

LEBARON, & KAELA AALTO
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The Andover Gospel Choir opened for Claudia Rankine, who currently 
serves as the Frederick Iseman Professer of Poetry at Yale University.

From ‘Whitewash’ Jones to Luke Cage:
Ndiokho Analyzes Black 

Comic Book History
ZACH MOYNIHAN 
& ZAINA QAMAR
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Ndiokho turned her love for car-
toons and comics into research.

Andover invited six prom-
inent baseball figures to cam-
pus last Friday evening for Hot 
Stove Night. The term “Hot 
Stove League” refers to the base-
ball off-season, during which 
fans gather to discuss the latest 
trades and the upcoming sea-
son. The panel was organized by 
the Head of School’s Office and 
Kevin Graber, Senior Associate 
Director of Admission and Boys 
Baseball Head Coach. Moder-
ated by award-winning sports 
writer Peter Gammons, the 
event featured players, coaches, 
commentators, and scouts, who 
discussed their experiences and 
offered commentary about re-
cent occurrences in the baseball 
world.

“[Hot Stove Night combines] 
education and entertainment. 
I think that’s always a good 
thing. One of the great things 
about baseball is that people en-
joy talking about the game and 
learning the nuances of what 
happens behind the scenes. 
There’s so much involved, from 

evaluating talent to the analytics 
that help guide decision making 
in today’s game. There’s a little 
bit of something for everyone,” 
wrote Graber in an email to The 
Phillipian.

Matt Hyde ’92, Northeast 
Scouting Supervisor for the New 
York Yankees, discussed the 
prevalence of increasingly early 
recruiting. According to Hyde, in 
order to identify great players in 
their youth, looking at intangible 
characteristics and who players 
are as people as opposed to just 
athletes is essential.

Hyde said, “Those intangi-
bles are a separator. The skills 
are easy to see and evaluate, but 
what they are all about is what 
makes them who they are.”

Gus Quattlebaum ’93, Vice 
President of Professional Scout-
ing for the Boston Red Sox, also 
highlighted the importance of 
scouts’ roles in making sense of 
information that flows in from 
many different angles about 
each player. In his eyes, scouts 
are the people who should be re-
searching these intangible char-
acteristics.

“We have an analytics depart-
ment...We have our scouting in-

formation, different reports. We 
have medical information. Then 
you do due diligence and dig on 
the player’s makeup, and you 
learn about their background, 
personality, and whatnot,” said 
Quattlebaum in an interview 
with The Phillipian. 

Sometimes, different scouts 
make different conclusions 
based on the results of their 
analyses. In this case, Quattle-
baum recognizes the difficulty of 
making decisions about the most 
important facets of each player.

“When things don’t always 
add up and you have different 
analysts arguing with each oth-
er over the merit of the player… 
that’s the hardest part as a de-
cision maker: to synthesize and 
then decide where you put most 
weight,” Quattlebaum said.

The panel also discussed 
policies surrounding interna-
tional recruitment. Many Major 
League Baseball (MLB) teams 
continue to scout players from 
abroad, predominantly from Ja-
pan and the Dominican Repub-
lic. 

ZACH MOYNIHAN & 
GWEN ROBINSON
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Guest panelists spoke last Friday evening for the school’s very first ‘Hot Stove Night.’

At 3:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. ev-
ery day, Andover students and 
faculty alike can be seen drop-
ping what they’re doing to play 
HQ Trivia — a live trivia game — 
for cash prizes.

The cell phone app has rap-
idly gained popularity on cam-
pus in recent months. Created 
by Vine developers Rus Yusupov 
and Colin Kroll in 2017, HQ 
Trivia challenges contestants to 
answer a series of 12 questions 
correctly without making any 
errors, at the expense of losing 
out on a cash prize ranging from 
2,000 dollars to a recent high of 
18,000 dollars.

This high-stakes aspect of the 
game combined with the uncer-
tainty over whether an answer is 
correct has moved students like 

Euan Luke ’21 to play the game.
“I love the thrill of not know-

ing if [an answer] is correct, and 
then I hear the amazing, invigo-
rating sound, ‘ching,’ and then I 
see the bright green light in the 
answer,” said Luke.

The 12 questions have proven 
to be challenging. HQ has mo-
tivated students like Dongwoo 
Kim ’18 to minimize distractions, 
so he can play to the best of his 
ability.

Kim said, “I play HQ by my-
self. It is crucial to play in an en-
vironment in which I can devote 
120 percent of my attention to-
wards HQ.”

The difficulty of the questions 
did not stop Katie Wimmer ’21 
from once answering all of them 
correctly. Wimmer was quick to 
admit, however, that luck played 
a significant role.

“Normally, I get to ques-

tion five or six, but one time I 
guessed the right answers from 
then on out. It was a lot of luck,” 
said Wimmer.

In an attempt to follow in 
Wimmer’s successful footsteps, 
students have worked to pool 
their minds toward victory. 
Since one of the two daily games 
occurs at 3:00 p.m., students like 
Karoline Conte ’21 find time to 
compete between classes and 
sports.

Conte said, “I still like com-
peting against my friends. Track 
doesn’t start until four, so I usu-
ally play it at three. If I’m in the 
library at nine and other people 
are playing it, I will start playing 
it because I always forget to do 
it at three and nine unless there 
are people around.”

R. PREM/THE PHILLIPIAN
The app HQ Trivia has quickly become a phenomenon across campus. Here, Lohi Ehimiaghe ’21, Amy Chew ’19, 
Jacob Hudgins ’19, Elliot Min ’19, and Adam  Peters ’19 face a particularly difficult question. 

HQ Trivia: Andover Students 
Test their Wits for Cash Prizes

‘Hot Stove Night’ Initiates
Off-Season Discussion on Baseball
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The Prominence of 
White Dominance
The Phillipian, vol. CXL, connects the mes-
sage of Claudia Rankine’s All-School Meet-
ing speech to President Donald Trump’s 
recent comments concerning immigration.
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Editorial

“Shithole countries.”
That is how President Donald Trump alleg-

edly qualified developing nations like Haiti, 
El Salvador, and several African countries. 
“Why are we having all these people from 
shithole countries come here?” he asked, ac-
cording to “The Washington Post.” That was 
his response to the suggestion that he restore 
protections for immigrants from countries 
with temporary protected status. That was 
how he referenced nations in which the ma-
jority of the population is non-white.

In celebration of Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day, the school hosted prolific writer Clau-
dia Rankine as a keynote speaker during All-
School Meeting (ASM). In addition to dis-
secting themes of whiteness, Rankine also 
expressed her experiences and observations 
as a black woman in America, and her con-
stant struggle against a system that promotes 
white superiority. This commentary felt par-
ticularly powerful in the wake of President 
Trump’s comments, which revealed the re-
peated discriminatory preference for white 
immigrants and a tacit endorsement of what 
Rankine described as “white dominance.”

In her speech, Rankine introduced the con-
cept of white dominance, the idea that white 
people are inherently superior on the merits 
of their race and therefore deserving of their 
social power, and argued that it can be both 
insidious and difficult to discern. It is the 
implicit belief that white people own or are 
owed job positions, housing, and an elevated 
social status — in a single word: entitlement.

Rankine explained the presence of white 
dominance during her Q&A using an anec-
dote about hiring practices. There are no laws 
that say women or people of color should be 
explicitly avoided during the hiring process 
at a company or university. Yet, historically, 
systemic oppression has resulted in a discrep-
ancy between the opportunities afforded to 
white people and people of color: education, 
housing, income. So when we take a look at 
the demographics of some top corporations, 
we see a system that seems to disproportion-
ately favor white people. Whatever intentions 
those overseeing the hiring process might 

have had, their actions are representative of 
underlying bias and a natural inclination to-
wards white dominance. A person does not 
need to state explicitly, “I hate immigrants,” 
or “white people are superior,” in order to 
support white dominance. In actuality, the 
perpetuation of white dominance is often 
concealed, ingrained into our everyday lives.

Trump’s statement exposes the ubiquity 
of Rankine’s concept of white dominance. 
Though the President denies ever saying it, 
the term “shithole countries” conveys more 
than ignorance and disrespect. With his 
words, Trump labels the people of these na-
tions inferior, second-class citizens, unwor-
thy of living in a developed nation such as 
the United States. The layers of white domi-
nance that permeate our culture dictate that 
we should instead favor immigrants from ma-
jority-white countries like Norway. By refer-
ring to these so-called “shithole countries” as 
such, Trump has abused his platform as the 
holder of the highest office in America to re-
inforce standards of white dominance, con-
tradicting everything Rankine and our com-
munity stand for.

Some might fail to understand that white 
people contribute to and benefit from this 
principle from birth by virtue of their white-
ness. The extremity of statements like Presi-
dent Trump’s can often even serve as a cover 
for less obvious or overt forms of white domi-
nance, as Rankine’s anecdote suggests. And 
like Rankine said in her speech, one does not 
need to support or endorse President Trump’s 
statements to contribute to the prevalence of 
white dominance —simply existing within the 
parameters of an oppressive system can be 
enough to perpetuate it. After this year’s MLK 
day activities, one of the most powerful things 
we can do to apply Rankine’s message to the 
world around us and our day-to-day lives is 
to simply be aware of the issue and the subtle 
ways in which some of us preserve it.

This editorial represents the consensus of 
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I HAVE A FEELING I’M 
not the only one trying 
to maximize snooze time 

every morning. My hunch is 
supported by the multiple 
Snapchats I receive from my 
friends between 1:00 a.m. and 
3:00 a.m., their frequent talk 
of exhaustion, and visible dark 
circles under their eyes.

The National Sleep Foun-
dation recommends at least 
seven hours of sleep for 
teenagers 14-17 years old. 
However, according to the 
2016 State of the Academy, 
the average Andover student 
only sleeps for 6.8 hours. The 
substantial number of peo-
ple getting coffee and taking 
naps throughout the day il-
lustrates just how common 
sleep deprivation is at Ando-
ver. With five or six classes, 
a sport, music, club commit-
ments, and, of course, home-
work, it can feel impossible 
to go to bed at a reasonable 
time.

Sleep deprivation is nor-
malized and glorified far too 
often on our campus. When 
my dad asked my friend 
about her bedtime, saying 
that I go to sleep “too late,” 
she replied, “that’s not even 
late [here].” Every day, I see 
numerous Snapchat pictures 
with the “TEAM NO SLEEP” 
filter. Many students feel the 
need to sacrifice sleep due to 
peer pressure. When people 
brag about pulling an all-
nighter or sleeping for four 
hours, others may think that 
sleeping less is required on 
order to be a diligent student. 

One of my friends confessed 
that they felt they were doing 
something “wrong” for going 
to sleep at 10:00 p.m. when 
everyone else was still work-
ing. 

In addition, Andover stu-
dents tend to turn commit-
ments into a competition, 
which exacerbates the issue 
of sleep. I constantly worry 
about my GPA and the num-
ber of activities I’m involved 
in when I compare them with 
my peers. This problem espe-
cially manifests itself as we 
prepare ourselves to be the 
optimal applicants for col-
lege. Andover’s environment 

breeds competition, which is 
sometimes beneficial in that 
it challenges students to im-
prove, but it also pressures 
students into overworking 
themselves. This pressure 
contributes to the prevalence 
of sleep deprivation.

The idea that “sleep is for 
the weak” should be aban-
doned. Everyone needs a cer-
tain amount of sleep. An un-
healthy amount of sleep has 
become something to show 
off, which discourages stu-
dents from getting as much 
sleep as they need. The fad-
like nature of this culture 
is concern- ing, and we 

need to work towards ending 
this trend. School should not 
be a contest to see who can 
sleep the least.

Our community should 
recognize that sleep is im-
portant for everyone and 
work to promote healthy 
sleep habits instead of nor-
malizing unhealthy ones. In 
order to do this, we should 
all work on improving our 
time management skills. I 
find myself most productive 
on days where I have a heavy 
workload. Visualizing the 
amount of things I have to do 
helps me stay on task because 
I know that I cannot afford to 

procrastinate. 
When I have several tasks, 

it also helps to take short 
breaks to separate my work 
period into more pieces. Con-
trary to popular belief, tak-
ing frequent breaks is more 
efficient than working for 
long stretches of time with-
out rest. Making a schedule 
— and actually following it — 
or setting alarms for periodic 
breaks can help us be more 
mindful about how our time 
is spent and boost productiv-
ity. 

Lastly, we must learn to 
prioritize. Andover can be 
hard; we are academically 
challenged every day and 
often pile even more com-
mitments onto our sched-
ules. Completing everything 
to the best of our abilities is 
unrealistic. Instead of pur-
suing breadth on the sur-
face and doing a little bit of 
everything but never really 
contributing significant time 
or effort, it can be helpful to 
focus on fewer tasks that we 
are actually interested in. 
This improves efficiency, as 
it allows students to get more 
sleep as well as guides us into 
only pursuing things that we 
find meaningful.

I know that changing a 
habit regarding sleep and 
time management is hard, let 
alone an entire culture sur-
rounding it. But if we think 
about what is most benefi-
cial in the long run, it is es-
sential to ourselves and our 
health that we join “Team 
Sleep.”

Team No Sleep
SKYLAR XU

Skylar Xu is a two-year 
Lower from Beijing, China.

z.stewart/the phillipian
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AS THE DAUGHTER 
of a South Asian immi-
grant, I grew up learn-

ing lessons of courage, hard 
work, and patriotism from my 
mother. To me, those who made 
the long and grueling journey 
to the United States embody 
the American spirit of perse-
verance and sacrifice, no mat-
ter where they came from. I see 
anti-immigration remarks as an 
insult to the foundations and 
backbone of this country. Thus, 
when I heard that President 
Donald Trump suggested ac-
cepting fewer immigrants from 
so-called “shithole countries” 
(referencing Haiti, El Salvador, 
and African countries) in a pri-

vate meeting with lawmakers, 
according to “The Washington 
Post,” I was filled with embar-
rassment and disgust.

Calling any country a “shit-
hole” is disgraceful and inap-
propriate for a world leader, es-
pecially coming from America, a 
nation that has devastated many 
countries with white colonial-
ism. Even more disturbingly, 
President Trump reportedly sug-
gested in the meeting that the U.S. 
should accept more immigrants 
from countries like Norway. In 

truth, the President’s apparent 
preference for immigrants from 
these countries has nothing to 
do with immigration and every-
thing to do with the “contamina-
tion” of white dominance within 
the United States. Because 
immigrants from Eu-
rope are white, 
they appear to 
have a bet-
ter chance 
of inte-
grating 
i n t o 
the 

Ameri-
c a n 
Dream. Pres-
ident Trump’s 
statement suggests 
that he believes whiter 
immigrants offer more to our 
nation.

But more vexing than Trump’s 
racist stratum of the quality of im-
migrants was the implication that 
certain immigrants are only qual-
ified to be second-hand citizens 
in America. I was angered most 
by the statement by White House 
spokesperson Raj Shah: “Certain 
Washington politicians choose 
to fight for foreign countries, but 

President Trump will always 
fight for the American people.” 
What Shah misses is that immi-
grants from countries deemed 
“shitholes” by the President are 

still Americans. No one endures 
the demanding process of im-
migration and resettlement to be 
treated as a second-class citizen. 
My neighbors, who immigrated 
from Haiti, are just as American 
as those whose ancestors fought 
in the American Revolution. It is 
impossible to claim to fight for 
the American people when de-
porting refugees and immigrants 

who have lived and contributed 
to the U.S. for decades.

Particularly, President Trump 
seemed to take aim at Haitian 
refugees, many of whom are envi-
ronmental refugees with tempo-
rary protection status in the U.S., 
according to “The New York 
Times.” My native south Florida 
is home to the largest popula-
tion of Haitian immigrants in 
the country. My neighbors, 
who live a simple trip up the 
stairs away from me, came to 
the U.S. decades ago as politi-
cal refugees escaping the reign 

of a brutal dictator. My 
neighbors stand 

p r o u d 
o f 

their heritage and culture in the 
face of the President’s comments. 
They are proud that, even as the 
President calls their homeland a 
“shithole,” they contribute to our 
economy and live fulfilling lives. 
Many immigrants, like my neigh-
bors, hold executive positions in 
their workplace and are active 
participants of the workforce. 

In fact, according to the Migra-
tion Policy Institute, 71 percent 
of eligible Haitian immigrants 
participate in the civilian work-
force, while this is true for only 62 
percent of the native-born popu-
lation. 

Turning away people who have 
faced the unthinkable because 
they are not the ideal immigrant is 
not only inhumane — it’s nonsen-
sical. What defines an ideal im-
migrant? How do we decide who 
to welcome and who to spurn? 
Regardless, whether coming out 
of necessity or simply opportu-
nity, immigrants offer unique 
contributions to the American 
society and economy. My mother 

certainly did, as do all the Haitian 
immigrants in my community. 
America was founded on immi-
grants, and whether President 
Trump likes it or not, the strength 
of America comes from immigra-
tion. We must publicly support 
immigrants and defend their con-
tributions to society, while also 
challenging stereotypes and our 
own personal biases surrounding 
poorer immigrants of color com-
ing from developing countries, 
even if our own government does 
not.

SKIN CELLS MAKE UP 
only 0.005 percent of the 
human anatomy, yet they 

are one of its most obvious and 
culturally-important aspects. 
I find it fascinating to think 
about how this small percent-
age of our scientific makeup so 
deeply defines our identity, and 
I take comfort in the straight-
forwardness of this fact as 
someone who thinks about skin 
a lot.

I am a white-passing Lati-
na. My mother was born and 
raised in Peru, and my Cuban 
father grew up in America. 
Concord, Mass. — the town 

in which I was raised — has 
a white population of 82.7 
percent and Hispanic popu-
lation of 3.2 percent. When I 

first moved to America from 
England at age three, I be-
came accustomed to people 

asking if my mother was my 
nanny because her skin pro-
duced a fraction of a percent 
more melanin than mine did, 
or if the last name “Garcia” 
was somehow from a very 
distant relative. I grew up 
looking like my peers, yet 
feeling very different. Even 
though I identify as Latina, I 
feel as though I don’t belong 
in any given category because 
my skin doesn’t “match” my 
name. Despite this uncer-
tainty, I am still subjected to 
Latina stereotypes, including 
ones in which Latina women 
are portrayed as angry, overt-
ly sexual, or aggressive.

This identity crisis of mine 
follows me wherever I go 

because I wear it on every 
inch of my body. My Latinx 
friends and family joke with 
me about it, calling me their 
“gringa” — their “white” — 
as a term of endearment, yet 
I often wonder how many of 
the experiences and opportu-
nities I’ve had are informed 
by the color of my skin. I 
am left to wonder what has 
helped me on paper versus 
face to face? Was I accepted 
into a program or a school 
solely to fill a certain quota? 
Was I embraced by a friend 
group because I looked like 
them? It is mind-blowing to 
me that one or two strings of 
DNA, chemicals, or the ad-
aptations in one’s body can 
determine how one is per-
ceived.

Skin color is something 
that has been highly politi-
cized around the world and 
particularly highlighted in 
the United States due to its 
racist history. People of col-
or are often used in political 
campaigns and are recog-
nized not for their individual 

identities, but for what they 
tick on the “Race” section of 
census surveys and for how 
much support a candidate 
will get from their particular 
demographic. This politici-
zation has had both positive 
and negative effects on U.S. 
history, creating much dis-
cussion surrounding social 
justice and rights for people 
of color, from the election 
of the first black President 
in United States history to 
movements like Black Lives 

Matter. It is undeniable that 
race holds power in Ameri-
can politics. 

However, I believe racial 
politicization can be objec-
tifying and toxic. People of 
color have been reduced to 
their skin for centuries, and 
doing so in politics — despite 
sometimes noble intentions 
— only serves to further os-
tracize communities of color 
by treating them as separate 

entities and pawns.
I am still unsure of how I 

fit into this complicated web 
of commodification, for I can 
pass as white, yet I know that 
I am not. I sometimes feel 
guilty for feeling excluded 
or like I do not belong, as I 
have avoided much of the op-
pression that darker-skinned 
people of color face, and have 
dealt mostly with microag-
gressions rather than blatant 
racism. I still grapple with 
the fact that my skin is a 
product of Cuban, Peruvian, 
and American colonization; I 
am the way I am because col-
onists from Spain and Eng-
land sailed to the Americas 
and violated the peoples liv-
ing there. 

I wish that I wasn’t the 
direct result of centuries of 
white people sexualizing 
melanin. However, I am, and 
I refuse to allow my skin, 
race, or ethnicity be used to 
help win an election, or be 
blanketed with terms like 
“Hispanic.” Regardless of 
whether I am seen as white 
or brown, or whether I am 
fluent in Spanish or not, I still 
am and will always be Latina.

Immigrants Are Still Americans

The Product of Racism

MEGAN VAZ

Megan Vaz is a Junior from 
Weston, Fla.

Sofia Garcia is a Junior from 
Concord, Mass.

SOFIA GARCIA

Even though I 
identify as Latina, 
I feel as though 
I don’t belong 
in any given 
category because 
my skin doesn’t 
“match” my name.

m.shin/the phillipian

m.zhang/the phillipian

Skin color is 
something that 
has been highly 
politicized around 
the world, and 
particularly 
highlighted in 
the United States 
due to its racist 
history. 

I wish that I 
wasn’t the direct 

result of centuries 
of white people 

sexualizing 
melanin.

America was 
founded on 

immigrants, and 
whether Trump 

likes it or not, 
the strength of 
America comes 

from immigration. 

What Shah 
misses is that 
immigrants from 
countries deemed 
“shitholes” by the 
President are still 
Americans. 
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“LOUD.” “AGGRESSIVE.” 
“Unreasonable.” “She al-
ways has something to 

say.”
American society often as-

signs these negative labels 
to black and Latina women 
whenever we express pas-
sion or energy. These por-
trayals stem from the “angry 
black woman” stereotype 
(ABW), which was popular-
ized in mid-nineteenth cen-
tury minstrel shows. A fa-
mous example of an ABW is 
the character Sapphire from 
the show “Amos ’n’ Andy,” 
who constantly yells and sass-
es her husband. Caricatures 
such as Sapphire stereotype 
black women as irate, over 
emotional, and not worthy of 
respect in direct contrast to 
refined white “ladies.”

Sociologist Roxana Har-
low, a professor at McDaniels 
College, completed a study 
of race and gender amongst 
college professors and found 
that 62 percent of black fe-
male professors surveyed 
were perceived by their stu-
dents as “mean” and “intimi-
dating.” Situations such as 
these prevent women of color 

from reaching their full po-
tential in the workplace. A 
study done by Essence Maga-
zine in November 2014 found 
that “more than 70 percent 
of the 650 African-American 
women surveyed fear[ed] be-
ing labeled an Angry Black 
Woman by their coworkers.”

Current examples of “angry 
black/Latina women” include 
Cardi B in the show “Love and 
Hip-Hop,” Cookie from “Em-
pire,” Lee Harris from “Amer-

ican Horror Story: Roanoke,” 
Sofia Vergara on “Modern 
Family,” Representative Max-
ine Waters of California, and 
every black/Latina woman 
featured on reality TV shows 
like “The Real Housewives of 
Atlanta.” This long-standing 
stereotype dismisses a woman 
of color’s emotional and intel-
lectual capacity. It portrays 
her passion as anger and her 
assertiveness as aggression. It 
makes it so much harder for a 
woman of color to be accept-
ed by her friends, peers, and 
authoritative figures.

Women of color encoun-
ter this stereotype every-
where, including at Andover. 
You may be thinking, “How 
can you prove the ABW ste-
reotype exists at Andover? 
Doesn’t Andover strive to be 
an inclusive, aware, and ac-

cepting place?”
Yes, it is true that Andover, 

in acknowledging certain is-
sues, is more inclusive than 
other institutions. However, 
Andover is not culturally im-
mune. Many of the same im-
ages and messages presented 
in popular culture and the 
media perpetrate the Ando-
ver community, including the 
ABW stereotype. Meaning, if 
women of color seem angry in 
society, we will seem angry at 
Andover too.

Some female students of 
color shared with me how the 
ABW stereotype has shaped 
their experiences and actions 
on campus — how they have 
felt, what they have been told, 
and how they have spoken. 
Emily Ndiokho ’18 comment-
ed, “I would be very subtle in 
the way I spoke out [in class]. 

If I did disagree with a point, 
I would be very particular 
in my response, saying ‘I see 
what you mean, I understand 
where you’re coming from’— 
an extremely muted version 
of how I was feeling.” In con-
versations on campus, black 
female and Latina students 
often sanitize or suppress our 
true feelings because other 
students might focus on our 
tone rather than our opinions. 
When we do speak up, we do 
so selectively to reduce the 
chances of misconception.

Yet sometimes even when 
speaking in calm tones, oth-
er students will still believe 
we are angry. Araba Aidoo 
’20 said, “You’re always met 
with the words ‘relax, it’s 
not that serious’— even when 
you might not have been very 
adamant about your point.” 
Sydney Mercado ’19 said that, 
“other students describe us in 
a negative connotation. When 
we’re defending our point of 
view, suddenly they’re quick 
to believe we’re angry. They 
invalidate us.”

Jessica Scott ’20 shared an 
instance where a classmate 
laughed and attempted to pla-
cate a Black classmate when 
she made a comment about 
her experience. She also 

stated that, “the unfortunate 
part is that he has probably 
never even heard of the ‘angry 
black woman’ stereotype, yet 
he still encourages it.” These 
examples demonstrate just a 
few ways the ABW stereotype 
presents itself at Andover. 
But, since Andover has such 
a small population of black 
female/Latina students, these 
incidents seem less apparent 
to the rest of campus.

According to Admissions, 
there are 93 self-identified 
black and Latina female stu-

dents. That is 16 percent of 
the total female population 
on this campus and just eight 
percent of the entire student 
body. While black female and 
Latina students make up a 
small number of the Ando-

ver community, that does not 
lessen the impact nor the im-
portance of the ABW stereo-
type.

Constant invalidation of 
our opinions hurts us, but 
black female and Latina stu-
dents are not the only ones 
affected. Other students suf-
fer from our marginalization 
as well. When we keep quiet, 
other students cannot learn 
from our valuable perspec-
tives as underrepresented 
minorities. If we are able 
to share our points of view 
without the threat of being 
misunderstood, we can con-
tribute to the education and 
understanding of the com-
munity. After all, Andover is a 
school that strives to educate 
by uniting a diverse group of 
students. This cannot happen 
if one group in the communi-
ty is silenced by others in the 
student body.

If students aim to learn and 
grow together, they must val-
ue, not dismiss the voices of 
black female and Latina stu-
dents. By doing so, the com-
munity will truly execute An-
dover’s ideals of inclusion and 
awareness. So the next time 
one of your Black or Latina 
classmates seems to be angry, 
instead of trying to calm her 
down, listen to what she says. 
You might learn something.

EXACTLY ONE YEAR 
ago on a Sunday, many 
Andover students — 

myself included — attended a 
Women’s March. When I at-
tended the march in Washing-
ton, D.C., I felt optimistic and 
proud to be among so many 
others standing up for our be-
liefs and rights. I felt like part 
of history.

A year later, America’s po-
litical climate has become 
even more strained. Donald 
Trump has brought racist, 
xenophobic, white suprem-
acist ideals to center stage 
in American politics. These 
ideologies and the policies 
they spawn have directly 
harmed minority communi-
ties and people of color. It 
is heartening to see these 
policies confronted by such 
force on the activism front 
— but it is clear that some 
groups are not doing enough 
to combat these blatantly 
un-American policies. By 
some groups, I mean white 
women.

As a white girl, I was em-
powered by the Women’s 
March. It revealed the true 
strength of the American 
people and their ideals. De-
spite the hope I felt, I can-
not help but wonder how 
our current political atmo-
sphere might be different if 
the same four million peo-
ple, as estimated by “Time 
Magazine,” that marched 
at women’s marches also 
marched at Black Lives Mat-
ter protests.

We cannot ignore the fact 
that in December of 2017, 
according to “The Wash-
ington Post,” 63 percent of 
white women in Alabama 
voted for Roy Moore, a rac-
ist and alleged pedophile. 
White women love to call 
themselves feminists when 
it is convenient or socially 
advantageous, but you can-
not call yourself a feminist if 
you actively strive towards 
gender equality, but not to-
wards racial equality. Being 
a feminist means recogniz-

ing the intersectionality of 
sexism and racism. White 
women who do not speak 
up for women of color and 
other disadvantaged popu-
lations are just as complicit 
in the propagation racism as 
those we consider overt rac-
ists. 

Dr. Martin Luther King 
said it best in his Letter from 
Birmingham Jail: “I have 
been gravely disappointed 
with the white moderate. 
I have almost reached the 
regrettable conclusion that 

the Negro’s great stumbling 
block in his stride toward 
freedom is not the White 
Citizen’s Counciler or the 
Ku Klux Klanner, but the 
white moderate… who pre-
fers a negative peace which 
is the absence of tension to 
a positive peace which is 
the presence of justice; who 
constantly says: ‘I agree with 
you in the goal you seek, but 
I cannot agree with your 
methods of direct action…’ 
Shallow understanding 
from people of good will is 

more frustrating than abso-
lute misunderstanding from 
people of ill will.”

There is a stigma around 
being a racist. No one wants 
to be called racist, especial-
ly someone who considers 
themself to be a feminist. 
But, when you deny your 
own bigotry while simul-
taneously being silent in 
the face of discrimination, 
you are being racist. White 
women must confront the 
history of racism in their 
feminism and in themselves. 
The same goes for white 
men who identify as femi-
nists. It is not the responsi-
bility of only people of color 
to stand up against racism.

White women must un-
derstand that the oppres-
sion they face is very dif-
ferent than the oppression 
women of color face. Both 
forms of oppression are sig-
nificant, but preaching gen-
der equality while ignoring 
the oppression of women 
of color is not feminism. 
We need to stand up for the 
rights of minorities because 
we are — as we so proudly 
conveyed at the women’s 
march — feminists. 

It is not easy to stand up in 
the face of injustice. Howev-
er, it is even harder to be sys-
tematically oppressed. So, if 
you are white and identify 
as a feminist, acknowledge 
that you have privilege, and 
remember to take a stand for 
everyone — especially for 
women of color.

Anger Management

White Feminism: A Negative Peace

MELINA POWELL

Melina Powell is a two-year 
Lower from Carpinteria, Calif.

Ava Ratcliff is a Junior from 
Bearsville, N.Y.

AVA RATCLIFF
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This long-standing 
stereotype 
dismisses a 
woman of color’s 
emotional and 
intellectual 
capacity.

Constant 
invalidation of 

our opinions hurts 
us, but black 

female and Latina 
students are not 

the only ones 
affected.

It portrays 
her passion as 
anger and her 
assertiveness as 
aggression.
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The American Youthquake Is Coming

Fight or Flight?

800 DOLLARS. THAT 
IS how much a nonstop 
round trip flight from my 

hometown in Southern Cali-
fornia to Boston cost me over 
this Winter Break. No, it was 
not first class, nor was I served 
with gold-plated napkins on 

the flight. It was 800 dollars for 
a cramped, economy class seat 
next to two crying babies. This 
is the damage that trying to fly 
back to school out of LAX by 
the third of January did to my 
bank account.

Flying during the holidays 
is not ideal at all, and neither 
I nor Andover has the power 
to change ticket pricing on a 
domestic and international 
scale. I do believe, however, 
that Andover should be more 
cognizant of the ramifications 

of leaving for break and com-
ing back to school. Booking a 
ticket to arrive on campus by 
the end of the second day af-
ter New Year is hard, fiscally, 
because that happens to also 
be when everyone else has 
to hurry back to the airports. 
Considering that 48 percent 
of the school receives some 
form of financial aid, I think 
that it is essential to think 

about travel expenses when 
setting the year’s vacation 
calendar.

I have heard conflicting 
reports about the reasoning 
behind the shorter Winter 
Break this year, but last year, 
Andover students were not 
required to arrive back on 
campus until January 11. Af-
ter a quick search on Expedia, 
I discovered that a flight from 

Los Angeles to Boston would 
have cost only 40 percent of 
what it cost me this year if 
I had departed just a week 
later, like the previous school 
year. 

Many of us at Andover are 
unaware of or forget how 
quickly these travel costs can 
accumulate. Local boarders 

and day students are seldom, 
if ever, faced with this kind 
of challenge, and non-local 
boarders’ parents are usually 
the ones arranging transpor-
tation. Additionally, when we 
come back to campus after 
Thanksgiving Vacation, we 
become so lost and wrapped 
up in the haze right before 
the next break and neglect to 
think about how much “bolt-
ing” would cost.

I recognize that the school 
does assist boarding students 
on financial aid with trans-
portation costs, but there are 
plenty of students outside of 
the financial aid realm who 
still have trouble spending 
800 dollars on one trip back 
home. Adjusting the timing of 
breaks, especially during the 
holiday season, is a fix that 
could save Andover families 
hundreds of dollars each year.

MICHELLE JEON

Michelle Jeon is a three-year 
Upper from Irvine, Calif.

Andover 
should be more 
cognizant of the 
ramifications of 
leaving for break 
and coming back 
to school.

a.li/the phillipian
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I think that it is 
essential to think 

about travel 
expenses when 

setting the year’s 
vacation calendar.

 

COMPLICIT. FEMINISM. 
Fake News. These 
are some of the 2017 

Words of the Year, chosen by 
Dictionary.com, Merriam-
Webster, and the Collins Eng-
lish Dictionary, respectively. 
These words reflect a tumul-
tuous and polarizing year of 
politics and social change 
in the United States. There 

was, however, one word that 
struck me in particular  — 
one that was not used widely 
in the American media and 
even mocked by many people 
online. “Youthquake” was 
chosen as the Oxford Eng-
lish Dictionary (OED) 2017 
Word of the Year. The OED 
defines “youthquake” as “a 
significant, cultural, political, 
or social change arising from 
the actions or influence of the 
young.”

When I first heard that the 

OED chose “youthquake” as 
its word of the year, my mind 
immediately jumped to the 
2016 presidential election, 
specifically to former candi-
date Bernie Sanders. Sand-
ers’ presidential campaign 
relied heavily on the support 
of young people who believed 
in his agenda, and more im-
portantly, Sanders’ image of 
integrity and identity as a 
political outsider who con-
tinuously calls out our coun-
try’s corrupt political system. 
In some traditionally “blue” 
states, Sanders received more 
than 80 percent of votes cast 
by people under 30. Bernie’s 
campaign and its young sup-
porters, including myself, 
were driven by the belief that 
we need an American moral 
revolution.

Sanders’ supporters were 
overwhelmingly millennials. 
According to “The Washing-
ton Post,” Sanders received 
more votes in the primaries 
from people under 30 than 
Hillary Clinton and Donald 
Trump combined. At Ando-
ver, Sanders was also the pre-
ferred presidential candidate 
of students, according to the 
2016 State of the Academy. 

The attempt to upheave the 
status quo failed, due to the 
lack of action following the 
very present passion. In spite 

of Sanders’ high poll numbers 
among millenials, the younger 
generation consistently has 
lower turnout rates than any 
other age group.

The tumultuous presiden-
tial election and the many 
movements throughout 2017 
have shown the tremors and 
cracks in the system that we, 
the young people, are begin-
ning to call out. These cracks 
have manifested themselves 
in movements that include 
Occupy Wall Street, a pro-
test in frustration of current 
job market and economic in-
equality, Black Lives Matter, a 
movement against racism and 
police brutality, and recently, 

#MeToo, a social media move-
ment bringing sexual harass-
ment and gender inequality to 
center stage. The foundation 
of this country is beginning 
to tremble at the hands of the 
youth.

This passion among youth 
spans beyond partisan poli-
tics. A 2015 study by UCLA 
that surveyed college fresh-
men for the past 50 years 
found an “increased com-
mitment to student activ-
ism and augmented interest 
in community and political 
engagement” among college 
students. That year, the per-
centage of freshmen students 
who expected to be involved 
in student protests and dem-
onstrations at school was at 
the highest level ever record-
ed by the study.

An American moral revo-
lution will occur when the 
younger generation couples 
these growing passions with 
effective action. An impend-
ing youthquake is in our 
hands, but we must also take 
responsibility for how it plays 
out.

A youthquake alone will 
not create effective, long-
lasting change. While anger 
and passion have their place 
in movements, passionate 
civil discourse and sustained 
engagement are key to solu-
tions and lasting change. We 
are exposed to numerous op-
portunities to participate in 
civil discourse at Andover, 
including Out of the Blue fo-
rums, speaker presentations, 
and classroom discussions. 

We must remember the value 
of the level-headed, empa-
thetic exchanges that Ando-
ver stresses so much as well as 
recognize the power that our 
voices can carry, if we are able 
to drive the youth to vote.

America leaves 2017 with 
her future unclear, question-
ing how she redefines the val-
ues of justice and equality. We 
Andover students are includ-
ed in this impending youth-
quake. If we are able to use 

our strength in numbers over-
all, we can undoubtedly shake 
the foundations of our coun-
try. We must, however, always 
remember our basic human 
values: respect and decency 
for fellow human beings, no 
matter where the coming de-
cades may take us.

Andie Pinga is a three-year 
Upper from South Burlington, 
Vt.

ANDIE PINGA

An impending 
youthquake is in 
our hands, and 
we must take 
responsibility for 
how it plays out.

If we are able to 
use our strength 

in numbers 
overall, we can 

undoubtedly 
shake the 

foundations of 
our country.

Although 
they have the 
numbers, any 

moral upheaval 
will only occur 

if the youth can 
connect passions 

with action...
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NEWS IN BRIEF 

•	 Andover	Moviemakers	Club	held	a	24-hour	
session	of	filming	and	editing	flash	films	in	the	
Makerspace	beginning	on	Friday,	January	13,	
at	8:00	p.m.	The	films	were	shown	in	Lower	
Right	of	Paresky	Commons	on	Saturday	at	
8:00	p.m.

•	 In	celebration	of	Mixed	Heritage	Awareness	
Week,	students	and	faculty	members	gathered	
in	the	Unobskey	Room	on	Friday	to	watch	
the	movie	“Loving.”	This	movie	dramatizes	
the	landmark	Supreme	Court	case,	Loving	
v.	Virginia,	which	changed	the	landscape	for	
interracial	marriage	in	the	United	States.

	
•	 On	Friday	night,	pianist	Mana	Tokuno	per-

formed	works	by	Beethoven	and	Chopin	at	
a	piano	recital	in	Cochran	Chapel.	Tokuno,	
a	former	faculty	member	at	Andover,	has	re-
ceived	numerous	awards	at	both	national	and	

international	competitions.	Her	debut	solo	
album,	“Beethoven:	Sonatas	and	Bagatelles,”	
was	released	in	2009.

•	 On	Friday	night,	students	showcased	their	
clubs	at	the	Winter	Club	Rally	in	Lower	Right	
of	Paresky	Commons.

Upcoming:
	
•	 In	the	coming	weeks,	Abbot	Cabaret	auditions	

will	be	held.	The	annual	talent	show	will	take	
place	on	January	27.	

	
•	 A	postponed	concert	by	Solar	Winds,	a	wood-

wind	quartet,	will	be	held	on	Sunday,	January	
21.		Compositions	by	Modest	Mussorgsky,	
Leos	Janacek,	John	Armstrong,	and	Valerie	
Coleman	will	be	performed.

Reporting by Nolan Sun

Caroline Nolan to Leave 
Tang Institute Next Year

At	 the	 end	 of	 this	 academ-
ic	 year,	 Caroline	 Nolan	 will	 be	
leaving	her	position	as	 the	Cur-
rie	Family	Director	 of	 the	Tang	
Institute.	 Nolan	 has	 been	 in-
volved	 with	 the	 Tang	 Institute,	
then	referred	to	as	the	Andover	
Institute,	 since	 its	 development	
and	founding	in	October	2013.

Head	of	 School	 John	Palfrey	
said,	 “I	 have	 worked	 with	 Ms.	
Nolan	 for	 a	 long	 time…	 She’s	
somebody	 who	 I	 think	 is	 com-
pletely	devoted	to	the	best	form	
of	 leadership	and	 teaching	on	a	
school	campus.”	

As	 the	 Currie	 Family	 Direc-
tor,	Nolan	oversaw	all	 activities	
of	 the	 Institute,	 shared	updates	
with	 campus	 community,	 man-
aged	 the	 operating	 budget,	 and	
led	 fundraisers.	 She	 worked	
closely	with	other	departments,	
including	 collaborations	 with	
the	 Associate	 Director	 of	 Edu-
cational	Initiatives,	the	Precourt	
Director	 of	 Partnerships,	 and	
the	Office	of	Information	Tech-
nology.

In	 addition,	 Nolan	 worked	
with	 the	Dean	of	 Studies,	Dean	
of	 Faculty,	 Chair	 of	 Interdisci-
plinary	 department,	 and	 other	
senior	 administrators.	 Accord-
ing	 to	 Clyfe	 Beckwith,	 Nolan’s	
co-worker,	Dean	of	Studies,	and	
a	member	of	the	search	commit-
tee,	 the	 new	 Currie	 Family	 Di-
rector	must	guide	the	Tang	team	
with	 strong	 leadership,	 just	 as	
Nolan	had	been	for	years.

“[Nolan]	 is,	 for	one,	an	abso-
lutely	 terrific	person.	She	 is	ex-
tremely	 dedicated,	works	many	
long	 hours,	 and	 is	 so	 thorough	
and	 empathic.	 I	 have	 learned	
from	her	 how	 to	 organize,	 how	
to	 run	 meetings,	 all	 the	 details	
that	 go	 into	 decisions…	 My	 fa-
vorite	moments	 are	 our	weekly	
checkup	meetings	here	in	the	of-
fice	because	we	get	to	talk	about	
work.	We	get	 to	check	up	 [and]	

I	learn	from	her,”	said	Beckwith.
The	 process	 of	 choosing	 a	

new	 director	 is	 still	 in	 the	 ap-
plication	 stage,	 with	 the	 dead-
line	 approaching	 on	 January	
29.	 Once	 the	 applications	 are	
submitted,	the	human	resources	
department	 will	 forward	 them	
to	 the	 search	 committee.	 The	
search	 committee’s	 task	 is	 to	
then	 read	 through	 and	 process	
the	applications.

Beckwith	hopes	that	the	new	
director	will	start	as	soon	as	pos-
sible	and	work	with	Nolan	until	
she	leaves.

“A	hope	 is	 that	 there	will	 be	
some	 overlap,	 the	 new	 director	
working	 side	 by	 side	 with	 Ms.	
Nolan	for	at	least	sometime.	The	
hope	 is	 that	 the	 new	 director	
would	 start	 sooner	 rather	 than	
later	with	as	much	of	an	overlap	
as	possible,	and	then	be	in	place	
when	 Ms.	 Nolan	 leaves	 at	 the	
end	 of	 the	 academic	 year,”	 said	
Beckwith.

In	 terms	 of	 the	 Tang	 Insti-
tute’s	 future,	 Beckwith	 hopes	
that	the	team	will	continue	their	
inventive	work.

Beckwith	 said,	 “We	 hope	 to	
continue	the	good	work	that	the	
[team]	has	established	so	far.	At	
the	moment,	 because	 [the	Tang	
Institute]	 is	 a	 center	 of	 innova-
tion,	 likely	 we	 will	 innovate	 a	
new	 innovation...	 but	 we’re	 go-
ing	 to	 plan	 to	 do	 it	 within	 the	
framework	 that	 we	 have	 estab-
lished	in	the	last	four	years.”

“Anytime	there’s	a	leadership	
transition	one	should	see	it	as	an	
opportunity,	 and	 as	 somebody	
new	 comes	 in	 to	 look	 at	what’s	
been	 successful,	 [they]	build	on	
that	and	then	make	some	adjust-
ments	as	appropriate.	So,	one	of	
the	things	I	 like	about	the	Tang	
Institute	 is	 that	 it’s	 a	 little	 un-
knowable,”	said	Palfrey.	

Caroline	 Nolan	 declined	 an	
interview	with	The Phillipian.

RACHEL CHANG

Igor Barakaiev ’20 Will Release 
“Ice Bounce” Game App on Saturday

As	 the	 user	 swipes	 to	 avoid	
the	 perilous	 ocean,	 a	 blocked-
shaped	 penguin	 jumps	 franti-
cally	from	ice	sheet	to	ice	sheet.	
One	misstep	and	he	will	freeze	in	
the	frigid	waters	below.

Igor	 Barakaiev	 ’20	 will	 be	
releasing	 his	 new	 app,	 “Icy	
Bounce,”	 this	 Saturday	 on	 the	
Amazon	 App	 Store,	 Android	
Play	Store,	and	Apple	App	Store.	
Inspired	 by	 the	 app	 sensation	
“Crossy	 Road,”	 “Icy	 Bounce”	
challenges	 the	 player	 to	 jump	
over	 sinking	 blocks.	 The	 app	
currently	 features	 five	 unique	
locations	and	thirty-two	charac-
ters,	including	a	diver,	an	ostrich,	
and	a	crocodile.

Barakaiev,	 from	 Kro-
pyvnytskyi,	 Ukraine,	 is	 a	 self-
taught	 programmer.	 After	 at-
tending	 the	 Global	 Game	 Jam	
Hackathon	in	Ukraine,	Barakaiev	
and	two	of	his	friends	decided	to	
expand	 the	 prototype	 they	 cre-
ated	 at	 the	 event.	 They	 started	
working	on	the	app	last	January	
using	the	game	engine	Unity	3D.

Barakaiev	 said,	 “We	 made	 a	
simple	game	in	two	days	[during	
the	 Hackathon].	 The	 idea	 was	
much	 different	 from	 the	 game	
that	is	being	released	this	week,	
but	we	saw	how	the	audience	re-
ally	liked	it	because	we	won	the	
Audience	 Award,	 and	 we	 were	
invited	to	go	to	Prague	for	a	con-
ference.”	

The	 game	 has	 also	 been	
translated	into	ten	different	lan-
guages,	with	the	help	of	interna-
tional	 students	 from	 Andover.	
Barakaiev’s	 roommate,	 Charles	
Yoon	 ’20,	 shares	 an	 interest	 in	
computer	 science	 and	 creating	

games.	 Yoon	 helped	 Barakaiev	
by	 sending	 emails	 for	 business,	
advising	 him	 on	 certain	 deci-
sions,	and	translating	Icy	Bounce	
to	Korean.	

Yoon	 said,	 “[Barakaiev]	 al-
lowed	 me	 to	 download	 [Icy	
Bounce]	 on	 my	 iPhone,	 and	 it	
was	so	cool.	It	was	very	fun	and	
unique.	It’s	a	simple	and	a	novel	
concept,	but	he	really	dives	into	
it	well…	I	think	he’s	pretty	much	
perfected	the	formula.”

Several	 students	 have	 been	
added	 as	 beta	 testers	 for	 Icy	
Bounce.	

James	 Collett	 ’20	 said,	 “The	
most	appealing	feature	is	its	sim-
plicity.	 The	 app	 is	 easy	 to	 use	
and	 still	 maintains	 an	 engaging	
nature.”

Emerald	 Tan	 ’20	 said,	 “My	
favorite	 part	 of	 the	 app	 is	 the	
different	 characters	;	 they’re	 all	
really	cute.”	

Barakaiev	plans	on	expanding	
Icy	 Bounce	 by	 updating	 it	 with	
new	characters	and	locations	af-
ter	its	release.	Robert	McCain	’19	
often	 works	 with	 Barakaiev	 on	
coding	 projects,	 including	 their	
winning	project	at	the	HackNE-
HS	 competition	 and	 participa-
tion	in	CyberPatriot	together.

McCain	wrote	 in	an	email	 to	
The Phillipian,	“Igor	is	one	of	the	

most	competent	and	driven	peo-
ple	 I’ve	 met.	 I’m	 not	 surprised	
he	made	a	game	as	professional	
as	Icy	Bounce…	Igor	does	an	in-
credible	job	making	the	graphics	
and	 gameplay	 authentic.	 Like	
all	 the	 best	 mobile	 games,	 Icy	
Bounce	is	addictive.”

McCain	 continued,	
“[Barakaiev]	 approaches	 com-
puter	 science	 with	 the	 same	
degree	 of	 enthusiasm	 as	 he	 ap-
proaches	his	academics,	his	per-
sonal	relationships,	and	his	gui-
tar.”

Though	 he	 doesn’t	 plan	 on	
creating	 a	 new	 game	 after	 Icy	
Bounce,	 Barakaiev	 wants	 to	
work	in	computer	vision	and	ar-
tificial	 intelligence.	He	said	that	
though	 it	was	difficult	 to	create	
and	publish	the	app,	he	learned	a	
lot	from	the	process.	

“I	 learned	 so	 many	 things,”	
said	 Barakaiev.	 “I	 learned	 new	
languages,	 I	 learned	 how	 to	
make	 games,	 and	 I	 learned	 it’s	
ridiculously	 hard	 to	 publish	
them…	 Computers	 always	 in-
spired	 me	 to	 know	 how	 they	
work	 because	 it’s	 so	weird	 that	
some	box	can	do	a	lot	of	things.	
So,	I	decided	to	go	a	level	deep-
er	and	tell	computers	what	to	do	
instead	of	 computers	 telling	me	
what	to	do.”

ISABEL MIKHEEV

COURTESY	OF	IGOR	BARAKAIEV
Don’t fall into the depths of the ocean! Users navigate their character 
along unique terrains.

COURTESY	OF	IGOR	BARAKAIEV

“Icy Bounce” will be publically 
released on January 20.

Online Classes: 
A Possible Solution 

for Future Snow Days

In	 the	 past	 week,	 Andover	
students	have	trekked	through	
bitter	winds	 and	heavy	 snow-
fall	 to	 make	 it	 to	 class.	 The	
now-passed	 “Bomb	 Cyclone”	
brought	 up	 the	 question	 of	
safety	 for	 not	 only	 board-
ers,	 but	 day	 students	 as	 well,	
who	must	 commute	 to	 attend	
classes	on	campus.	With	more	
frequent	 use	 of	 technology	
in	 classrooms,	 some	 teachers	
and	 students	 are	 taking	 the	
initiative	 to	 find	 a	 solution	 to	
these	problems.		 	
	 	 	

Jennifer	 Elliott	 ’94,	 Dean	
of	 Students	 and	 Residential	
Life,	said,	“Inclement	weather	
is	nothing	new	—	this	 is	not	a	
new	 issue	 that	 we’re	 sudden-
ly	now	 trying	 to	manage.	Per-
haps	 a	new	potential	 is	 a	way	
of	conducting	class	if	everyone	
is	 not	 there.	 I’ve	 been	 struck	
by	some	of	my	colleagues	who	
have	been	exploring	 alternate	
ways	to	run	class	if	not	every-
one	is	present.”	

Lilia	 Cai-Hurteau,	 Depart-
ment	 Chair	 for	 Chinese	 and	
Japanese,	 held	 a	 virtual	 class	
through	 an	 online	 confer-
ence-call	function	on	Canvas.	

Cai-Hurteau	 said,	 “At	 a	
boarding	 school,	 we	 don’t	
have	 snow	days,	 so	 I	 do	want	
to	make	 sure	 kids	 are	 safe	 no	
matter	 what	 they	 do.	 But	 at	
the	same	time,	how	do	we	con-
tinue	our	instruction	in	a	way	
that’s	meaningful	for	them?”

Other	 teachers	 have	 been	

encouraged	 by	 the	 new	 tech-
nological	possibilities	to	com-
bat	 the	 risk	 of	 students	miss-
ing	 class.	 These	 teachers	 are	
considering	 various	 options	
for	the	future.	

Scott	Hoenig,	 Instructor	 in	
Mathematics,	 Statistics,	 and	
Computer	 Science	 said,	 “I	
have	not	done	[online	classes]	
for	one	of	my	classes,	but	what	
I	do	have	 is	 availability	of	 ev-
erything	 on	 campus	 —	 I	 cer-
tainly	don’t	mind	 if	people	do	
record	 the	 class	 and	 get	 pic-
tures	 or	 whatever	 it	 is.	 I	 can	
envision	 setting	 something	
up	 so	 that	 if	 someone	 wasn’t	
in	 class,	 I	 would	 be	 on	 board	
with	that	—	I	just	haven’t	done	
it	yet.”	

Along	 with	 the	 benefits	
of	 continuing	 class	 even	 in	
the	 harshest	 weather,	 online	
classes	 can	 alleviate	 students’	
fears	of	missing	out	on	certain	
subjects.	 The	 addition	 of	 on-
line	 classes	 into	 a	 curriculum	
may	 help	 the	 students	 who	
are	not	able	to	come	to	school	
on	 a	 particular	 day	 and	 rem-
edy	 concerns	 about	 missing	
information.	 Day	 students,	
especially,	 feel	 that	 missing	 a	
day	 of	 school,	 particularly	 at	
Andover,	 really	 sets	 a	 student	
behind.

Shyan	 Koul	 ’19,	 a	 day	 stu-
dent,	said	“I	normally	feel	like	
I’m	 missing	 out	 when	 I	 can’t	
come	 to	 school,	 especially	
on	 the	 day	 that	 everyone	was	
returning	 to	 campus.	 All	 my	
friends	were	seeing	each	other	
and	I	was	all	alone	at	home.”	

ALEX PARK & IRENE 
KWON
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Tanvi Kanchinadam ’19 is the co-host of this year’s TEDx-
Andover event. She began the planning process last year 
and hopes that the events will bring clarity to what it means 
to be a citizen. Kanchinadam is also planning to apply 
a “trickle down” method to the talks, steering the event 
towards formulating real solutions for real problems.
 
“We tried to model this year’s conference and the pan-
els afterward to trickle down to real action and real life 
consequences, instead of people at these big institutions 
saying big level ideas and then not [finding solutions].” said 
Kanchinadam. 

Inspired by the book “What Is Your One Sentence” by 
Mimi Goss, Philip Matteini ’18 wvill discuss ways to 
become an intentional and effective communicator, 
especially in an age where communication has been 

digitized.
 

“I think that the idea that most modern technologies 
are sort of made available for everybody to use in-

finitely promotes this idea that you can type forever...I 
think people’s attention spans are finite and I think 
that the idea that you can type forever goes against 

that,” said Matteini.

While listening to the radio two years ago, Brandon 
Chandler ’20 said that he had a sudden realization 
on the lack of variety in mainstream music. In his 

TEDx Talk, Chandler will discuss the steady rise of 
generic songs without meaning and the lack of equi-

librium within mainstream music.
 

“I felt that if this was all the diversity that there was 
[in mainstream music], there would be no variety out 
there. So I felt the call to action. I felt like I had to do 

something about it,” said Chandler.

Itzelt Reyes ’19 will address the current undocu-
mented student crisis and the recent rescinding 

of DACA.
 

“Congress has until march to sign what to do 
with these undocumented students. Out of the 
11.3 million that are in the nation, 2 million of 

them are students, and we have to have in mind 
that many of them are our same age, attending 

high school, and they’re basically our peers,” said 
Reyes.

Glazer’s talk is focused on the importance of beginning a 
conversation around the effects psychological and verbal 
abuse. 

“My TED talk is focused on domestic violence and why 
it’s so important to start talking about psychological and 
verbal abuse as well opposed to just focusing on physical 
abuse… The main reason I’m giving my talk is...just to 
kind of raise awareness...and so I’m sure that many 
people on this campus are being affected by it and it’s 
important to remember that it can happen to teenagers 
too, so in teenage relationships and things like that,” said 
Glazer.

Alex El Adl ’19 draws inspiration for his TEDx talk 
from his cousin Emma. Emma lives in a small town 
in Egypt that first received internet connection in 
2014. El Adl was shocked by how drastic the change 
of a slow internet connection had on the lives of his 
family. 

“My talk is about how technologies can really be 
applied in emerging economies just as well as in the 
developed world, because a lot of the times...we often 
restrict our thinking to the United States, or Europe, 
or East Asia” said El Adl.
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Ignacy Jurjewicz ‘20
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Harry Shin ’20
Ignacy Jurjewicz ’20 will talk about communi-
cation and cultural competency, drawing on his 
experiences from living and going to school in a 
new country.

“Seeing as we live in a society were contrasting 
cultures are getting pushed closer and closer 
together, I believe that our job as 21st-century cit-
izens is to find ways of bridging our differences... 
I thought that it would be a good time to remind 
people why accepting others is important.” said 
Jurjewicz in an email to The Phillipian.

In 2013, Harry Shin ’20 received a bitcoin as a gift 
from his uncle. Shin sold it, not wanting to deal 
with the difficulty of managing what he heard was a 
difficult commodity. Now, Shin feels that his initial 
resistance to a changing market was indicative of a 
human block of growth. 

“I was really shocked what this potential change 
could affect our world. And, I wanted to talk about 
why we as humans are inclined to resisting new 
technologies that could change our tradition and 
convention and all that,” said Shin. 

From personal interactions with police to memories of 
unfair citizenship tests, David Onabanjo ’18 has firsthand 

witnessed the pervasive nature of respectability politics in 
life.

 
“When I was a kid I used to watch my parents study for 

the citizenship tests with my brothers, and it’s supposed to 
be just American history and stuff like that, but I saw them 

study other things… like ways of talking and how they dress 
to go to the test, so I was kind of confused on how, if a citi-

zen is just a legal term, why are there cultural prerequisites 
in order to get [citizenship],” said Onabanjo.

Since coming to Andover, Junah Jang ’20 said that 
she has faced criticism for being a hopeful. In her 
TEDx Talk, “Is Hope Worth Having?” Jang will ad-
dress the labels around cynicism and optimism and 
their existence in the Andover community.
 
Jang said, “If you say ‘I have hope for the future,’ 
that can strike people as a naive thing to say... I 
had a conflict where I was wondering, ‘Am I naive 
for considering myself hopeful? Is it better to be a 
cynic? Is it smarter to be a cynic? Is it cooler to be a 
cynic?’”

Moumina Khan ’19 wants to the community to 
think about the stereotypes built around Muslim 
Americans and other minorities. Having researched 
laws discriminating against Muslim Americans in 
the U.S., Khan will deliver a talk on the cycle of 
discrimination against minorities in America.

“Because I am a first-generation American whose 
parents emigrated from Pakistan and a Muslim, the 
parallels between prior immigration laws and those 
coming out now really struck me on a personal 
level,” said Khan. 

In “Faulty Connection: How to Improve Rela-
tionships in the Digital Era,” Shen will discuss 

the stigma behind online communication and 
describe ways people can improve their relation-

ships on social media.
 

“I think that it’s pretty common for us being 
wrapped up in all of the work that we have every 

day...I think that [we] should take a step back 
and think about how to properly communicate 

with others,” said Shen in an interview with The 
Phillipian.

COURTESY OF PEXELS

TedxAndover
ANDOVER’S SECOND ANNUAL TEDx CONFERENCE

Amiri Tulloch ’18, a TEDx speaker alumni, will be 
co-hosting this year’s event with Tanvi Kanchi-

nadam. 

“My hope is that this conference shows students 
that citizenship exists manifests in so many 

different ways in our lives. Citizenship intersects 
with identity and technology and social media, 

and it’s important to be aware of the sheer range 
of perspectives that exist amongst our very own 
peers on campus,” wrote Tulloch in an email to 

The Phillipian.

Maeve Cucciol ’18 will discuss the way social 
media reflects character and the biases behind it. 

According to Cucciol, she has always loved litera-
ture and the role of broadcasting media.

“I want to… offer a reason why [social media is] 
so biased and why we love social media so much,” 

said Cucciol in an interview with The Phillipian. 
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MOSAIC Provides Community for Multiracial Students

“[MOSAIC] is a place on cam-
pus where I feel like I belong. Al-
though people are from different 
backgrounds, races, and ethnic-
ities, everyone can relate to the 
experiences and difficulties of 
living as a mixed race individ-
ual,” said Sadie Cheston Harris 
’20, a member of MOSAIC, An-
dover’s affinity group for multi-
racial students, in an interview 
with The Phillipian.

The board of MOSAIC cele-
brated Mixed Heritage Aware-
ness Week last week by dis-
playing pictures and quotes of 
multiethnic and multiracial 
students in the Oliver Wendell 
Holmes Library (OWHL), host-
ing a themed dinner, and screen-
ing the movie “Loving,” a 2016 
historical drama which follows 
Richard and Mildred Loving, a 
biracial couple.

Max Vale ’18, co-head of MO-
SAIC, said, “We set up the li-

brary display. We have a photo 
project this year in which we 
took photos of some mixed stu-
dents in MOSAIC, and we asked 
them to write out little blurbs 
about themselves. We had some 
prompts they answered. We set 
up a library display table where 
we went into [the Communi-
ty and Multicultural Develop-
ment Office (CAMD)] and took 
a bunch of books from mixed 
authors.” 

MOSAIC meets once a month. 
Typical meetings range from 
discussing current events that 
intertwine with mixed heritage 
people or doing ice breaker ac-
tivities that call for sharing per-
sonal stories.

Vale said, “Last year we had an 
alum come back who goes to Co-
lumbia and was doing a film proj-
ect with mixed students there, 
and she came back and played it 
for us. We might read newspaper 
articles or read things from ‘The 
Huffington Post’ and talk about 
what’s wrong with them or what 
we agree with.”

Aya Murata, the club advisor 
to MOSAIC, also identifies as 
biracial. Murata mentioned that 
the rise of MOSAIC stemmed 
from requests made by students 
in the 90’s. The idea, however, 
faded away because of the scar-

city of mixed students. 
Murata explained that the 

idea resurfaced in the early 
2000’s when the population of 
multicultural students grew.

“[Linda Carter Griffith, Assis-
tant Head of School for Equity, 
Inclusion, and Wellness] and I 
went to the [National Associ-
ation of Independent Schools 
(NAIS) People of Color] Confer-
ence, and there was a gentleman 
named Matt Kelly who was giv-
ing a workshop. He identified as 
mixed, and he had started a mag-
azine… We walked out and found 
each other. We were like, ‘I think 
it’s time,’ ” said Murata. 

Vale says that this club is im-
portant to him because of the 
connections he has made with 
other members.

Vale said, “That helped me 
find a community of other peo-
ple at Andover who don’t know 
where to fit in because, even 
though I look a certain way, it 
doesn’t mean I have to define 
that way exclusively so it’s al-
ways nice to be in a group of peo-
ple that feel the same as I do.”

The name “MOSAIC” pro-
motes pride in the entire individ-
ual and dismantles the belief that 
multicultural students must split 
their identities in order to be un-
derstood and related to. 

“[The purpose of MOSAIC is] 
to give students the confidence 
to share their whole self and not 
feel like I just need to present 
this part of who I am, especially 
if the way you look causes people 
to put you in a particular box ra-
cially or ethnically,” said Vale. 

Murata added, “We had our 
dinner in [Paresky Commons] 
last Wednesday, which hopefully 
students understood. It’s sort of 
like strawberry banana smooth-
ie, the Philly cheesesteak pizza — 
it’s a little bit of tongue-in-cheek 
and a little bit of fun. Hopefully, 
people took time to read the fac-
toids the students had collected 
together to learn a little bit about 
its history.”

According to Murata, MOSA-
IC is unique because students 
join through the commonality of 
difference, a connecting factor 
that drives the club. 

Murata said, “There is just 
value in camaraderie and fel-
lowship around shared experi-
ences and shared identities, even 
though we come from lots of dif-
ferent mixed identities… There 
are those threads of common ex-
periences where you don’t have 
to explain the frustration you 
feel when someone asks you a 
particular question.”

IANNA RAMDHANY
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MOSAIC Co-heads Max Vale ’18 and Yani Sumawijaya ’18.

Community Baseball Fans Gather in 
Kemper for Panel Disscussion

Gammons said that interna-
tional players can sometimes 
be isolated from the team dy-
namic, with divisions between 
players of different ethnicities 
and countries of origins form-
ing in the locker room.

Duncan Webb, who works 
in player development for the 
Los Angeles Dodgers, said that 
recent policies mandate lan-
guage and cultural programs 
for all teams and help interna-
tional players better transition 
into life at America.

“We get these players at 16, 
17-years old, and we really owe 
it to them and to their fami-
lies to educate them... while 
they’re in our system,” he said.  

Webb compared his experi-
ences working in Los Angeles 

and Boston. “The atmosphere 
that surrounds the team real-
ly reflects the culture of the 
city… [In Los Angeles], it’s so 
much more of a relaxed atti-
tude towards the Dodgers… 
[In Boston], the sky was falling 
every time something negative 
happened,” he said.  

Quattlebaum said, “When 
I was growing up, the Celtics 
were very successful, but the 
other franchises not so much. 
Now the bar has been raised 
with the success of the Patri-
ots, with Bruins, the Celtics, 
and now us… With that comes 
an added pressure to live up to 
somewhat unrealistic expecta-
tions.”

The panel also included 
Jason Bere P’18, former MLB 
pitcher, and Matt Tabor, pitch-
er, who was drafted by the 

Arizona Diamondbacks after 
graduating from Milton Acad-
emy last spring. 

Tabor said, “I would say 
just have fun with it. Some-
times you’ll lose sight that it’s 
still a game. Just have fun with 
it. Use it as an escape from ev-
eryday life.”

Peter Ling ’20, a member 
of Andover Varsity Baseball, 
found Tabor’s journey partic-
ularly inspiring. 

“Tabor was throwing in the 
87 to 89 [miles per hour] range 
his junior year — which isn’t 
amazing — and was up to 95, 
96 his Senior year, which is 
very good. It just shows that 
the growth is possible. If you 
put the hard work, you can get 
to where you want to be,” said 
Ling.

Ndiokho Hopes for Diverse 
Comic Book Industry

With a changing political and 
social climate, however, came 
the integration of comic books, 
highlighted by the creation of 
the first black superhero in 1966: 
Black Panther.

“With social movements, 
especially with the rise of the 
African American Civil Rights 
Movement, comic books as a 
whole became more racially in-
tegrated,” said Ndiokho.

The parallels between po-
litical events and the evolution 
of comic books was a recurring 
theme throughout Ndiokho’s 
presentation. During her re-
search, this idea resonated with 
Ndiokho, who, according to her, 
discovered the non-fictional as-
pects of a fictional genre.

“Black Panther’s debut was 
monumental and not without 
reason. Having a black person 
in the role of a superhero, a po-
sition of moral goodness, and ex-

hibiting lots of American patri-
otism and values in the midst of 
the most racially charged years 
in United States history was a 
sociopolitical statement through 
the comic book medium. Allu-
sions and connections to the real 
world events taking place indi-
cated that comic books were far 
from just fiction,” said Ndiokho.

Amiri Tulloch ’18, a member 
of the Brace Student Advisory 
Board, was impressed by Ndio-
kho’s connections between the 
fictional comic book world and 
reality. 

“I thought it was just excel-
lent. I felt like Emily did a great 
job of conveying an idea about 
comic books that transitioned 
between the actual comic book 
itself but also a thing about soci-
ety and black history. I feel like 
her ability to manage between 
both of those aspects of culture 
was just really powerful and im-
pactful,” said Tulloch.

During her research, Ndio-
kho was surprised not only by 
comic books’ connections to so-

cial change, but also by how she 
could relate to their characters.

“I would just say how non-fic-
tional these fictional characters 
were and how I came in with 
this idea that they’re fake so they 
can’t be that important and this 
idea that these fictional charac-
ters are based in some entirely 
out-of-this-world element that 
I could never find research or 
relate to, but I did, and I did so 
easily,” said Ndiokho.

Ndiokho continues to hope 
for more diversity in this indus-
try.

“Racial and all forms of diver-
sity must be looked at in a way 
to make the medium more in-
clusive and more authentic, one 
which tells the stories of those 
reading, one which tells the sto-
ries of those who are American 
and other, one which tells the 
stories of everyone that can see 
a reflection of themselves as a 
hero,” said Ndiokho. 

Editor’s Note: Emily Ndiokho 
’18 is a Commentary Editor for 
The Phillipian. 

Continued from A1, Column 5

HQ Game Sweeps Campus

Kevin Graber, Senior Associ-
ate Director of Admission, has 
also made it to the elusive twelfth 
question, though he didn’t find 
himself as lucky as Wimmer 
once there and has never won 
the game.

Graber said, “I made it to 
question twelve in my mother’s 
kitchen during Winter Break. I 
can’t remember the final ques-
tion. I do remember that I had 
no clue what the answer was, 
so I guessed and hoped for the 
best. It was a bit painful when 
I got it wrong. I was so close.”

Luke attributes the spread 
of the game to the competitive 
nature of Andover students.

“It spread so quickly here 
at Andover because many of us 
are competitors, and it is fun 
to see who can go further be-
tween friends,” said Luke.

But the recent craze of HQ 

has grabbed the attention of 
faculty, including Graber, as 
well. Marguerite Bednarcik, 
Instructor in Computer Sci-
ences, claims to be one of many 
faculty HQ enthusiasts of the 
game. 

Bednarcik admits to im-
plementing a strategy where 
she cooperates with her sister 
not only for the combined en-
joyment and bonding but also 
in hopes of increasing their 
chances of winning the game. 

“If I’m just at home alone, 
I’ll FaceTime my sister during 
trivia, so we can play together. 
We’ll team up and try to answer 
the questions together, and if 
we don’t know an answer, we’ll 
pick two different ones, so we 
have a better chance of moving 
on,” said Bednarcik. 

Despite the rapid spread 
of the game throughout the 
Andover community, HQ is 
not a perfect app. It has been 
plagued by technical difficul-

ties. Quincy Cunningham ’21 
has found this aspect of the 
game to be frustrating, espe-
cially when it comes between 
him and his chance at the 
2,000 dollar prize. 

Cunningham said, “I love to 
hate [HQ], and I hate to love it. 
It’s a great game, but it’s always 
bugging, and it always gets me 
eliminated even though I got it 
right.”

Bednarcik, though she notes 
that the game could be a pass-
ing fad, is going to enjoy HQ 
while it still excites the school 
community.

“I think trivia is always a 
fun dose of competition and to 
be able to play twice a day, live, 
with your friends only makes it 
that much more exciting. I’m 
not sure if this is just a passing 
phase, or if it will stick around 
for longer, but it’s been so fun 
in the meantime,” said Bednar-
cik.

Continued from A1, Column 5

Continued from A1, Column 3

All Students Participate in 
MLK Day Programming 

Abigail Ndikum ’20 said she 
was inspired by Rankine’s words 
on creating change within your-
self.

Ndikum said, “I felt different 
after the ASM… especially [after] 
the part that she said to focus on 
yourself, because a lot of the times 
I feel people try to focus on oth-
ers. But if you start from yourself, 
it will really make a change and a 
change in how you treat other peo-
ple, because then hopefully that 
will trigger a set of events, hopeful-
ly changing the society. Maybe not 
now, but hopefully in the future.”

Louis Aaron ’18 was surprised 
by Rankine’s response to a ques-
tion posed by Davis Barrow ’20. 
Barrow asked Rankine how white 
males with blond hair, like himself, 
can contribute to deconstructing 
implicit biases.

“Her response was that he 
could first recognize that by help-
ing other people particularly in-
terracial minorities, he is helping 
himself. Obviously there’s truth 
in that, I was surprised to hear 
that the way she would frame an 
advice for somebody. Usually the 
narratives of every religion on this 
earth is that we should be inspired 
by doing good for others, and self-
lessness, and sacrifice, and it was 
surprising to me that she would 
instead frame it as a selfish act to 
help other less fortunate or less 
privileged groups,” said Aaron.

Springer hopes that the com-
munity will take what Rankine 
said in the ASM and carry the mes-
sage forward.

Springer said, “I was impressed 
with the questions that students 
asked because it was clear that 
people were trying to thought-
fully grapple with the history and 
intentionality of the construction 
of whiteness. And, it made me 
hopeful that if we could unpack 
that as a community that that also 
means there is something we can 
do to move forward in our efforts 
towards creating a more inclusive 
Andover.”

Students of all grades used the 
rest of the day to participate in pro-
gramming designed to continue 
conversation around King’s legacy. 
The programming was led by stu-
dents and faculty.

Juniors watched a play entitled 
“We Speak” directed by Justice 
Robinson ’18. The play featured 

students of the Advanced Theater 
course, who presented mono-
logues tied to the theme of identi-
ty. The monologues touched upon 
various aspects of identity and the 
issue of making assumptions. 

Matthew Suri ’21 said, “I en-
joyed learning that you can’t base 
your opinion of people’s identity 
just off looking at them and bare-
ly having conversation with them. 
You have to be really close to some-
one to fully understand them.”

Lowers participated in a game 
simulating socioeconomic dispar-
ities and learned about unequal 
distribution of opportunities based 
on class. Each group divided into 
four neighborhoods: one with a 
lot of money, one with a moder-
ate amount, and two with almost 
none. The four groups were then 
asked to build the best neighbor-
hood possible with the money 
they had. The town’s police offi-
cer, social worker, and mayor were 
instructed to discriminate against 
poorer groups.  

Emma Staffaroni, Instructor 
in English and one of the event’s 
organizers, said, “We wanted the 
students to experience systemic 
privilege in a tangible way. I hope 
that [the simulation] sparks some 
critical thinking about privilege. 
Hopefully this busts some of the 
myths people have about class and 
poverty, and the ways that it affects 
a community.”

Uppers and Seniors attended 
various workshops organized by 
their peers. A total of 16 work-
shops were hosted throughout the 
day, and focused on topics ranging 
from the struggles of young girls in 
global education to the history of 
“black hair” and how hair can af-
fect one’s social mobility today.

Continued from A1, Column 2
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ASM Speaker Claudia Rankin’s is a 
MacAurthur Fellow in Poetry.



We Tried Like, Really Hard With Lines 
And Borders This Week.

REJECTED LoRanT FELLow-
ship pRoposaLs

ASM SPEAKERS:
WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

Conspiracy Theory of the Week

Oh, so snow just sublimes now? We’re onto you, OPP. 

The Week’s Top Headlines

• Precocious Young Republican Just Wants to ‘Play Devil’s 
Advocate’ During Class Discussion 

• School’s Local Satire Section Bans Canada Goose Jokes, 
Can’t Help Itself Anyway 

• Commons Cup Conundrum Solved? School Has Water 
Fountains 

• Snow Stressed Out After Short Stay at Andover, Returns 
After Voluntary Leave of Absence 

• Commons Outsourcing Provision of Broken Ice Cream Ma-
chine to McDonald’s

Jerry Browne
Jerry Browne has worked as a journalist in Syria, 
North Korea, and Turkey. He came to campus to 
praise the high standards of the Phillipian. Jerry 

wanted to make sure we all understood how 
lucky we are to have a Phillipian Board that is so 
committed to their incredibly important mission. 
He stressed the importance of censoring pesky 
satire sections and their unruly yet strikingly 

handsome editors.  

Jerry currently has neither friends nor a job. 

Kathy Demois
Kathy Demois is best known for her short story 

“Help, I’m Trapped in a Keyboard.” She has 
received numerous accolades, including the “It 
Would Take A Very Clever Primate To Do This” 

grant and the “I Read This In My Grownup 
Voice Inside My Head” award for nonfiction. 

Her speech was discussing the various ways to 
alert everyone in the room that you are a writer, 

and therefore smarter and more pensive. 

Kathy has accepted a job as a barista at Star-
bucks, calling it “this generation of writer’s 
version of Hemingway’s post-war Paris.”

Josh Turk
Josh Turk ’85 was the youngest billionaire of 

all time. Like most wealthy Andover alumni, he 
attributes his success to his senior elective here, 
Econ 501. His presentation was about how to 

flaunt your wealth over high school bullies and 
those who have rejected your affection.

Josh is now working an entry level job at Turbo-
Tax.

We found an almost dead spider in our corner of the newsroom and decid-
ed to keep it. Her name is Regina and from now on we will defer any and 
all financial decisions for the section to her. As a result we will be looking 
to acquire a boat, we and Regina feel as though we are at that point in our 

lives. The kid just went away to school and we need somewhere away 
from the wife to clear our head and gather our thoughts on the open ocean. 

Regina reigns supreme. 

Trustees Initiate 3 Step 
Plan To Prevent Intima-

cy in Trustee’s Room

Andover Trustees were 
distressed and sickened as 
they sat in the ornate Trust-
ees Room in George Wash-
ington Hall to hear a report 
from Phillips Academy Pub-
lic Safety (PAPS) of “student 
misconduct” taking place 
there over the weekend. 

Cornelius Van Trapp III, 
who at first understood the 
term “student misconduct” 
to mean plagiarism, reports, 
“I was walking in with my 
briefcase and golden chalice 
filled with my own coffee 
farm’s java, ready to discuss 
the seven-and-a-half year 
plan, only to be notified of 
this unbecoming conduct, 
tainting our sacred, mahoga-
ny space. This is a disgrace to 
our 200-year-old beautiful, 
voluptuous institution.” 

Bystanders say he threw 
his chalice to the ground and 
demanded an immediate 
emergency crisis session to 
prevent further cases of (ac-
ademic dishonesty) intimacy, 
in the Trustees Room.

 Two days later, the trust-
ees staggered out of that god-
forsaken room, following a 
thorough cleansing with a 
three-step solution they call 
“The Holy Trinity.” The first 
step will be to continue initi-
ating “healthy relationship” 
talks in tandem with a harsh-

ening of parietal rules. They 
hope this step will show a de-
crease in students giving in to 
the whims of their youth and 
an increase in academic com-
mitment. According to the 
staff of the Oliver Wendell 
Holmes Library, casual “mis-
conducts” will plummet and 
Gelb will see a high number 
of students choose to study 
there on Friday and Satur-
day evenings, as opposed to 
spending time in their dorms. 

The second step will be 
to elaborate on the impor-
tance of school symbols and 
the respect indebted to them. 
That totally unsensual globe 
on the Great Lawn, for exam-
ple, should not be a spot on 
students’ “bucket lists.”

The final step of “The 

Holy Trinity” is to station 
not just one, but two PAPS 
officers outside the Trustees 
Room at all times. 

“Though the dark room 
is not usually considered to 
be a treasured space, it is also 
off limits,” added trustee Ar-
den Schumacher ’72. Discus-
sions around campus have 
begun regarding the priori-
tization of guarding spaces 
of potential misconduct over 
crosswalk safety.

Reports tell us that Head 
of School John Palfrey, a de-
scendant of Theodore Roo-
sevelt, will announce the 
speaker who will announce 
Van Trapp who will an-
nounce the plan at the next 
All-School Meeting.

RACHEL NEPLOKH

“Snyder Center Not 
Even That Great”: An 
Exeter Guest-Report

As our peers at Phillips 
Academy Andover cele-
brate the opening of their 
precious Snyder Center, I 
have a few thoughts of my 
own on the pride and joy 
of our rivals. 

How does a school 
spend over three-hun-
dred million dollars and 
not include a single com-
puter laboratory? From 
a strictly aesthetic per-
spective, it fails on three 
fronts--- too much blue, 
no Sci-Fi posters, and a 
complete and utter lack of 
Exeter branding. 

But beyond the design, 
the atmosphere of the 
center itself has an eerie 
vibe, completely differ-
ent from the cozy frigid-
ity we’ve come to expect 
here at the better Phil-
lips Academy. First, each 
room fails to create an 
equilibrium of empathy 
and balance. One room 
has too much empathy 
and not enough balance, 
and the next lacks empa-
thy but abounds with bal-
ance. The squash courts 
take up needless space 
that could be used as rec-
reation grounds, places 
for solemn reflection and 
chess practice. 

Worst of all, the Sny-
der Center lacks the cold 
harsh winter conditions 

and grave acceptance of 
fate we at Exeter are bur-
dened with, and which 
strengthen our character. 
Their seemingly limitless 
supplies of fans serve sim-
ply as distractions from 
our collective eventual 
demise. The reality that 
we all slip away slowly 
into the void, and how our 
lives here, at this school, 
or on this planet, all 
amount to nothing--- all 
your feelings, emotions, 
and worries mean nothing 
in the timeline of history, 
and that time will move 
on without you. You, and 

all of us with you, will 
disappear into oblivion, 
and in time you will be 
forgotten--- ceasing to ex-
ist, then ceasing to be re-
membered. Time’s arrow 
neither stands still nor re-
verses. It merely marches 
forward, and you will be 
crushed in its path. 

Overall, the Snyder 
Center is a waste of mon-
ey for our rival, and we 
look forward to beating 
them in hearty compe-
tition. Till then, fellow 
Exonians, live long and 
prosper.

WILL LEGGAT

Recent incidents of “student misconduct” have garnered 
reactions such as these from members of the board

A.PHOTOGRAPHER/THE PHILLIPIAN

Random Exeter student’s immediate reaction to the 
mention of the Snyder Center.

A.BERNHARD/THE PHILLIPIAN

–Mission to integrate more foghorns 
into daily student life.
–Project to bring an astronaut to cam-
pus as part of annual nerd conven-
tion.
–Task force to banish campus squirrel 
population.
–Atlantis Spring Break 2K18.
–A grant for more decorative katanas 
around campus. afdshadsfasdfa
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Boys Swimming Defeats National Powerhouse Peddie

At Saturday’s dual meet 
against Suffield and Peddie, 
Jack Warden ’19, Neil Simpson 
’19, Lance Freiman ’19, and Ar-
nold Su ’20, swam the fastest 
in-season 200-Meter Medley 
Relay time in Andover Boys 
Swimming history. Although 
Peddie out-touched Andover 
by 0.13 seconds in that event, 
Andover Boys Swimming & 

Diving upset Peddie for the 
first time in program histo-
ry with a final score of 96-84. 
Against Suffield, Andover was 
able to cruise to a 108-78 win, 
maintaining its perfect 4-0 sea-
son record.

Knowing it would be com-
peting against Peddie, a team 
that has won the last three 
Eastern Interscholastic Cham-
pionships, Andover maintained 
a high level of intensity during 
practices, according to War-
den.

“We had one of the best 
weeks of practice leading up 
to the meet, as everyone on 
the team was fired up to beat 
Peddie, a national powerhouse 
team, for the first time in our 
program history. Coming into 
the meet, we knew this was 
the year to do it, and we had 

only one goal: to win. We got 
fired up, we cheered each oth-
er on, we executed, and we got 
it done,” said Warden, who 
placed third in the 100-Meter 
Butterfly against both Suff-
ield and Peddie and first in the 
100-Meter Backstroke against 
Suffield.

According to Warden, Sam 
Donchi ’20 and Su played criti-
cal roles in both meets.

“Although the whole team 
came together as a unit and 
each individual executed our 
races well, there were a few in-
dividuals that stood out to help 
Andover score clutch points 
against Peddie and Suffield… 
Sam Donchi [’20]and Arnold Su 
[’20] won their respective indi-
vidual events against both Ped-
die and Suffield to capture key 
points that ultimately led to 

our team victory,” said Warden.
Newcomer Jack Curtin ’19 

was a key element in helping 
the team pull off the upset, 
placing fifth against Suffield 
and second against Peddie in 
diving.

Head Coach David Fox wrote 
in an email to The Phillipian, “I 
was pleased that Jack Curtin 
fine-tuned several new dives 
last week and scored points for 
the team during his first-ever 
varsity competition.” 

The wins over the weekend 
were attributed to team effort, 
according to Anthony Minicki-
ello ’20.

Minickiello, who placed 
sixth overall in the 500-Me-
ter Freestyle and eighth in 
the 200-Meter Freestyle, said, 
“The team performed very well 
at the meet. There were many 

outstanding mid-season times 
swam. In terms of scoring, we 
pulled off a narrow win over 
[Peddie] thanks to our team’s 
depth. There wasn’t any indi-
vidual on the team that scored 
particularly well; we all had to 
contribute to win. Everything 
came together perfectly.”

According to Minickiello, 
the team will be focusing on 
building speed instead of fit-
ness and efficiency before trav-
eling to St. John’s Prep next 
Friday.

Minickiello said, “The team 
is going into a phase in practice 
that focuses more on sprinting 
and racing, rather than long 
distance and slower swimming. 
This sprint phase precedes the 
taper phase, which prepares us 
for championship meets, as it 
lets us rest.”

 ETHAN WEISSMAN

BOYSSWIMMING
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Nate Smith ’18 has swam for Andover Boys Swimming & Diving since his Junior year.

Andover Tops Suffield, 
Falls to Peddie in Narrow Loss

Andover Girls Swimming & 
Diving celebrated a win against 
Suffield and a narrow loss to Ped-
die with scores of 106-80 and 93-
90, respectively. Despite this being 
Andover’s first loss of the season, 
the team hopes to improve from 
its experience, according to Emily 
Warren ’21. The team’s record now 
stands 3-1.

Warren said, “Our team is not 
going to view it as a downside of 
our season, but rather as a time 
to work on our technique and be-
come stronger as a team.”

“It was a really close meet, with 
just three points separating us from 
Peddie. After the meet, I felt so 
happy and proud of our team,” said 
Kathleen Ty ’19.

The meet began with the 200-
Yard Medley Relay in which An-
dover placed third overall with a 
time of 1:55.64 minutes. The relay 
team of Co-Captain Emma Don-
chi ’18, Yifei Wu ’18, Grace Hitch-
cock ’20, and Abby Ryan ’21 re-
corded splits of 29.40, 31.81, 28.34, 
and 26.09 seconds, respectively.

According to Ryan, Andover’s 
depth shined in the competition, 
with swimmers placing fourth 
and fifth place in multiple events, 
contributing to the win against 

Suffield.
“We often won races by scoring 

the most points when our finishes 
were combined. Our ability to gain 
points from non-first place finish-
es and still win races proves that 
swimming, especially at Andover, 
is truly a team sport,” said Ryan.

“Although our races are individ-
ual, being a part of a team is amaz-
ing. Your teammates are always 
there to support you in and out of 
the pool. Your team becomes your 
family,” said Kathleen Ty.

Diving Captain Emelie 
Eldracher ’18 wrote in an email to 
The Phillipian, “[Everyone on the 
team] really backs each other up, 
and I couldn’t be more excited, 
proud, or grateful for our bond.”

Andover sustained its suc-
cess in the relays, placing second, 
fourth, and fifth place in the 200-
Yard Freestyle Relay. The A-relay 
team of Co-Captain Allyson Ty ’18, 
Co-Captain Jess Gearan ’18, Eliza-
beth Tran ’19, and Ryan clocked in 
at 1:43.65 minutes.

“The highlight of the meet was 
definitely the last relay because 
seeing everyone finish strong after 
a long meet of fast swims was really 
exciting,” said Kathleen Ty. 

These relays, along with all the 
hard work that went into the meet, 
played a significant role in ensur-
ing the win against Suffield. 

“Our win over Suffield was in-
credible because last year, we lost 
this meet. Both Peddie and Suffield 
offer year-round opportunities to 
train with their team, whereas we 
only swim for a few months. Our 
success validates our tough past 
few weeks of training,” said Ryan.

The team will compete at Deer-
field next Saturday.

GIRLSSWIMMING

MIA CHEUNG

GIRLSSQUASH

Girls Squash Stays Undefeated 
After Double Header

First seed Lindsay West-
erfield ’21 fought in the final 
game of her 3-0 win to secure 
a 7-0 victory for Andover Girls 
Squash against Loomis Chaf-
fee on Saturday. Later that af-
ternoon, the team also played 
Taft and won with a score of 
6-1, extending the team’s un-
defeated record to 5-0.

Even without two of its 
players — first seed Prianca 
Patel ’19 and third seed Chel-
sea Cho ’21, who were both 
gone for the weekend — the 
team was able to dominate 
both games. Gigi Glover ’20, 
the first seed on the JV team, 
helped fill in the eighth-seed 
spot for Saturday’s matches.

“I was nervous going in 
without our number one and 
number three, but the team 
stepped up and compet-
ed with courage and poise,” 
wrote Head Coach Jennifer 
Elliott ’94 in an email to The 
Phillipian.

Seventh seed Brita Luke 
’19 said, “We do have a good 
track record against Taft and 
Loomis. Regardless, our team 
played exceptionally well, giv-
en that we were missing two 
players.”

Fifth seed Jennifer Lee ’18 
beat her Taft opponent in a 
three-game match with scores 
of 11-4, 11-5, and 11-0.

“I was happy for Jennifer 
Lee that her victory secured 
the fourth match that we 
needed for the win [against 
Taft],” said Coach Elliott.

Captain and fourth seed 
Caroline Yun ’18 defeated her 
Loomis opponent 3-1. She won 
the first game 11-4, lost the 
second 14-12, and won the last 
two 11-3 and 11-1, respectively.

Luke said, “Caroline Yun 
played exceptionally well in 
game four of her match against 
Loomis. After losing the sec-
ond game, she came back to 
win the fourth game 11-1.”

According to players on the 
team, the new squash courts 
in the Snyder Center Squash 
Pavillion have played a part in 
the team’s improvement.

Newcomer and sixth seed 
Charlotte Toogood ’20 wrote 
in an email to The Phillipian, 
“I feel very lucky to be train-
ing with such a fun, strong 
team in such an amazing fa-
cility. Being on such beautiful 
squash courts inspires me to 
become a better player.”

“The new courts are re-
ally great, especially since it 
invites new opportunities for 
drilling in practice, as we have 
so many courts,” said Luke.

The team will have anoth-
er doubleheader on Saturday 
against Phillips Exeter Acade-
my and Noble and Greenough.

Coach Elliott wrote, “Ex-
eter and Nobles will be two 
of the toughest teams we will 
see all season.  To play them at 

home on our new courts will 
be awesome! We are so excit-
ed and hope to have a good 
week of training. We need to 
head into the weekend feel-
ing healthy and strong. Lots 
of sleep, hand washing, and 
healthy eating.”

In preparation for the 
matches, Andover will work 
on its mental game and condi-
tioning.

“Our team will be working 
towards controlling our men-
tal games, not getting caught 
up in the score, and playing 
each game point by point 
while also improving our fit-
ness and technique,” said 
Luke.

Toogood said, “Our team 
has been working very hard in 
terms of our fitness abilities 
because we know that it is 
something that can really set 
us apart and put us ahead of 
other competitive teams.”

HANNAH ZHANG

COURTESY OF ANDOVER ATHLETICS

Chelsea Cho ’21, pictured here in the Borden Gym Squash Courts,  plays 
third seed but did not play this past weekend.

Andover

Suffield

106

80

Andover

Taft

6

1

Andover

Suffield

108

78

Andover

Peddie

96

84

Andover

Peddie

90

93

Andover

Loomis

7

0
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Jackie Rossi ’20 swims the 100-Meter Freestlye for Andover.
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Jess Gearan ’18 Encourages Teammates with Positive Energy

Andover Girls Swimming 
Co-Captain Jess Gearan ’18 be-
gan her competitive swimming 
career when she was just six 
years old at her local country 
club. After falling in love with 
the sport, Gearan spent her 
childhood competing on sever-
al teams, eager to get as much 
time in the pool as possible.

Gearan has been on the var-
sity team since her Junior year. 
As a freestyle and backstroke 
specialist, Gearan has quali-
fied for the finals at the New 
England Preparatory School 
Swimming Association (NEPS-
SA) Championships every year. 
She currently holds the second 
fastest time in the league in 
the 200-Meter Freestyle, with 
a time of 2:17:80 minutes.

According to her teammates, 

Gearan is a natural-born lead-
er with a great work ethic and 
positive attitude. 

“Jess is an amazing leader on 
the team. This is only my sec-
ond year on the Swim [team], 
but I know from upperclass-
man that ever since Jess first 
came on the team she has been 
both a super fast swimmer and 
super supportive teammate,” 
said Jackie Rossi ’20.

Gearan emphasizes the im-
portance of hard work in both 
practice and meets, while still 
having fun.

“One thing I hope to teach 
my teammates is to always 
work hard in practice. Most 
club teams practice for two, 
two and half hours, and since 
our team only has an hour and 
a half in the pool, we need to 
make sure to make the most 
out of every minute and that 
we are putting in 100 percent 

for every single set we do,” said 
Gearan.

While Gearan enjoys the 
competitive aspect of swim-
ming, she also encourages 
her swimmers to focus on the 
bonds that they create outside 
of the pool.

“If I could give one piece 
of advice to future swimmers, 
it would be to remember that 
swimming isn’t only about 
your times or how well you do 
in a meet. It’s a lot about the 
friendships you make and the 
bonds that you form with your 
teammates. Sure, it’s great to 
swim well, and that’s what ev-
erybody hopes for, but looking 
at the bigger picture, you’re 
not going to remember what 
your time was at that meet, 
or what place you got when 
you’re looking back at the end 
of your swim career. You’re go-
ing to remember the memories 

you made and the friendships 
you built,” continued Gearan.

Gearan works to make an 
inclusive, supportive, and fun 
environment for her team-
mates. One of the ways she 
does this is to randomly-assign 
lanes each week to create op-
portunities for swimmers to 
make new friends.  

“Jess is such a genuinely 
kind person. She makes sure 
to include everyone and to 
get everyone’s opinion so that 
she can voice the needs of the 
team. Outside of practice, she 
always has a smile on her face 
and is always there to have a 
good conversation or laugh 
with. I know I could go to her 
with any problems I’m having 
and I absolutely love having 
her as my captain,” said Macey 
Mannion ’19.

JULIET GILDEHAUS

Captain Feature

Emma Donchi ’18 Inspires Teammates with Work Ethic

At the age of eight, Andover 
Girls Swimming Co-Captain 
Emma Donchi ’18 suffered a 
heel injury that prevented her 
from running and playing land 
sports. Little did she know, her 
injury would also jump start 
her swimming career. Accord-
ing to Donchi, she continued 
to swim because she enjoyed 
the sport on both the team and 
individual levels.

Donchi said, “In swimming 
you have to better yourself, but 
at the same time you’re swim-
ming for points that will go to-
wards your team’s score. I like 

that it has both aspects.”
Throughout her four years 

on the varsity team, Donchi 
has had an impressive end of 
season record. Each year at 
the New England Preparatory 
School Swimming Association 
(NEPSSA) Championships, 
Donchi has made the finals, 
making her one of the top 16 
NEPSSA Division I swimmers. 

At the Eastern Champion-
ships, Donchi qualified for the 
championship final, placing 
fourth out of 60 swimmers in 
the preliminaries and finish-
ing in fifth place overall in the 
finals. She has also achieved 
the time standards for the USA 
Swimming Futures Champion-

ship in the 200-Meter Individ-
ual Medley and the 100-Meter 
Backstroke.

According to Donchi, swim-
ming serves as an outlet to take 
her mind off of work and stress 
at Andover.

“For me, swimming has al-
ways been a time where I can 
focus solely on pushing my-
self to my physical boundaries, 
whereas the rest of the day, 
especially here at Andover, we 
have a lot of mental work. It’s 
nice to have a physical outlet,” 
she said.

Donchi credits her team-
mates at Andover as her pri-
mary influences and sources of 
inspiration both in and out of 
the pool.

She said, “It’s great to know 
that you have the entire team 
supporting you and going 
through everything with you. 
I think when you’re lacking 
in other motivations, knowing 
that your teammates are riding 
on your back is a really good 
thing to keep you moving for-
ward.” 

Donchi always tries to recip-
rocate the support she feels to 
help encourage her teammates 
to perform to their best levels. 
According to Co-Captain Jess 
Gearan ’18, Donchi is vocal 
with her support and cheers 
on her teammates through dif-
ficult sets and at meets. She 
also motivates her teammates 
through example, according to 
Hailey Waddell ’21.

Waddell said, “She’ll work 
hard through all of practice 
until the last minute. She’s al-
ways the first one in the pool 
and the last one out, which I 
think is something to aspire 

to be and a good thing for ev-
eryone to see so we can be like, 
“She’s working really hard. We 
can do that too.’ ”

Gearan said, “Whether that 
be in the middle of practice or 
at a meet, if we’re not doing 
that well or after a bad race, 
she’s always there to help me 
get through it.”

Donchi believes that a single 
race cannot define a swimmer, 
and she sees bad races as an 
opportunity to improve.

Donchi added, “I try to 
make sure that one bad race 
doesn’t define your swimming 
career. One bad race isn’t go-
ing to hold you back from 
[succeeding] again. It’s just 
an opportunity to learn from 
your mistakes and build your-
self back up stronger, so after a 
bad meet or a bad race, use the 
next week of training to better 
yourself.”

According to Gearan, Don-
chi encourages her teammates 
and adjusts their workouts to 
make them more challenging. 
Her efforts are rewarded when 
the team comes out of the end 
of the season with better re-
sults.

Macey Mannion ’19 said, 
“Emma is a good captain be-
cause she is the kind of captain 
that you can laugh and joke 
with, but she also really tries 
to push everyone on the team, 
make hard sets, and kind of 
modify sets so that we’re doing 
our best and getting the most 
out of our workouts everyday.”

Donchi passes down her ex-
perience to younger swimmers 
and helps them make the most 
of the team, according to Man-
nion.

Mannion said, “Emma has 
taught me that high school 
swimming is what you make 
it and to really succeed, you 
have to push yourself because 
it’s not as rigorous as club 
swimming. She really showed 
me that through practices and 
through her determination to 
get the most out of every set 
and every practice.”

Donchi said, “I just want 
to be a captain that my team-
mates can look up to and see as 
a friend and as a leader at the 
same time. My goal as a captain 
would be to make sure that ev-
erybody has the most reward-
ing experience possible within 
the constraints of only being 
able to swim for three months 
out of the year. I just want to 
make sure that everyone has 
a good experience and feels 
comfortable and included and 
that they’re working to their 
full potential here.”

GIGI GLOVER

Captain Feature

Allyson Ty ’18 Brings 14 Years of Swimming Experience to the Team 

Andover Girls Swimming 
Co-Captain Allyson Ty ’18 
learned to swim 14 years ago 
after taking swimming lessons 
at her local YMCA. She was 
terrified of the water at first, 
but soon built up the courage 
to begin swimming competi-
tively at age seven. Ten years 
later as a Junior at Andover, 
Ty set the school record in the 
100-Yard Backstroke with a 
time of 56.24 seconds, which 
still stands along with her re-
cord in the 100-Yard Breast-
stroke with a time of 1:05.79 

minutes.
Ty said, “I remember de-

bating between joining the 
synchro swim team and the 
competitive swim team at the 
YMCA. But my older brother, 
who was on the competitive 
swim team at the time, talked 
to me and convinced me that 
competitive swimming should 
be my sport, and I’m really 
grateful to have listened to him 
then.”

“Being a captain is such an 
important role, and one that I 
truly cherish. I always try to 
be there for my team, whether 
it’s for leadership, motivation, 
or comfort. I always aim to be 
someone they can depend on at 
anytime,” continued Ty.

According to Macey Man-
nion ’19 and Sarah Choi ’18, 
the team greatly appreciates 
Ty’s positivity in addition to 
her leadership and support as 
captain.

Mannion said, “Ally brings a 
positive mentality to the team. 
She shows up to every prac-
tice ready to put in the work to 
get good results at meets. She 
also encourages everyone else 
to do the same and builds up 
people’s confidence by letting 
them go ahead of her at prac-
tice and cheering people on.”

Choi added, “Allyson is the 

one who encourages everyone 
on the sidelines. She is a pos-
itive energy for the team. She 
cheers everyone on and always 
motivates the team to try their 
best before every meet. Ally-
son constantly makes sure that 
each and every member of the 
team feel included.”

In the pool, her speed amaz-
es her peers and the competi-
tion, according to Head Coach 
Paul Murphy ’84.

Murphy said, “She 
makes others emulate her 
speed.  They watch her tech-
nique and they try to make 
themselves swim the same 
way.”

With her constant effort and 
cheeriness, Allyson sets a great 
example for both younger and 
older swimmers on the team, 
according to Jackie Rossi ’20 
and Choi.

Jackie Rossi ’20 said, “First 
of all, Ally is so fast. That defi-
nitely helps us look up to her 
as a role model.  I think her 
determination, hard work, and 
her speed really inspires the 
rest of the team. And not only 
is she fast at one event, but she 
can swim many events really 
well.”

“Allyson is someone who 
everyone on the team looks up 
to. She is an amazing swimmer 

and a person. She is empathet-
ic, friendly, and cheerful and 
always brings a big smile on 
her face to practice every day,” 
said Choi.

Ty is one of the friendliest 
people on the team, according 
to Coach Murphy.

Coach Murphy said, “Ally 
is a friendly, cooperative, col-
laborative leader.  She gains 
strength from the others on 
the team and she genuinely 

loves swimming and how it is a 
common bond for us all.”

Ty said, “The dynamic with 
the other captains is great. We 
work very well with each oth-
er, and sharing leadership on 
the team is definitely a lot of 
fun and makes it easier to man-
age it. The team would not be 
the same without them, and I 
am so grateful to share the role 
of captain with them.”

NASH JOHNSON

Captain Feature

T.RYNNE/THE PHILLIPIAN
Emma Donchi ’18 placed fourth out of 60 swimmers in the Eastern Champi-
onships preliminaries, ultimately earning fifth place overall. 

A.MACAYA/THE PHILLIPIAN

Allyson Ty ’18 overcame her fear of swimming and now holds two school 
records in the 100-Yard Backstroke and Breaststroke.

S.WANG/THE PHILLIPIAN

Allyson Ty ’18 leads with a positive 
mindset, according to her team-
mates.

E.QIAN/THE PHILLIPIAN
Emma Donchi has been a member of 
Andover Girls Swim & Diving for all 
four years of her Andover career.

E.QIAN/THE PHILLIPIAN
Gearan’s pre-meet tradition is to 
eat raspberries and mangos.
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Jack Warden ’19 Displays 
Versatality for Andover

A well-rounded swimmer on 
Andover Boys Swimming and Div-
ing, Jack Warden ’19 has played 
a vital role in the team’s ongoing 
success this season. Last Saturday, 
Warden finished in third place in 
the 100-Meter Butterfly and first 
in the 100-Meter Backstroke, con-
tributing to the team’s final score of 
96-84 and its first win over Peddie 
in the program’s history. 

Captain Nick Isenhower ’18 
wrote to The Phillipian, “In prac-
tice, [Jack] always challenges him-
self and opts for the harder sets. At 
meets, he has the ability to throw 
down fast times in whatever we 
need him to swim. He’s a flexible 
asset to the team, and I know I can 
always count on him in my relays 
when it’s most important.”

Due to his relentless work ethic 
and versatility in the pool, Warden 
is The Phillipian’s Athlete of the 
Week. 

How did you get into swim-
ming? 

The story of how I started 
swimming is actually quite funny. 
When I was a toddler about three 
years old, my mom thought that 
I was way too hyper at home as I 
was always bouncing around ev-
erywhere and making too much 
ruckus. So she took me to a local 

gym [and] racquet club where she 
signed me up for swim lessons. 
The swim instructor thought that 
I naturally had a great feel for the 
water, and that’s how my journey 
into the sport of swimming started.

How’s the season been so far? 
The season so far has been a 

wonderful experience. After going 
to the Junior National Champion-
ships to compete against the fastest 
U18 [swimmers] in the country and 
pulling off a huge upset against na-
tional powerhouse Peddie for the 
first time in history, I can safely say 
that this swim season has already 
been action-packed. 

What are some of your goals 
for the season?

My short-term goal right now 
is to continue doing well in our 
upcoming dual meets to help our 
team continue winning. At the end 
of the season, I hope to put down 
some impressive times at Easterns 
and the Nepsac Championships 
in hopes of getting some national 
cuts and helping the team win both 
championships. 

How do you feel about the 
team camaraderie? 

Since my [Junior] year on this 
team, I have always felt a sense of 
brotherhood with all my team-
mates regardless of grade and have 
extremely enjoyed swimming un-
der two fantastic and supportive 
coaches: Coach Fox and Coach 
Gardner. I have developed a lot of 
close friends on the team who I can 
always count on and [who] inspire 
me when I’m feeling a little down. 
This team is special to me, and it’s 
the primary reason why Andover 
has a special place in my heart.

Is there anything you’d like to 
address to the team?

I want to thank my teammates, 
Coach Fox, and Coach Gardner for 
motivating me every day to strive 
to be the best person and swim-
mer I can be. I’m looking forward 
to carrying our momentum from 
our terrific start to finish off what 
is hopefully the best season in An-
dover Boys Swimming history.

KEISHI KIMURA

Liz Tran ’19 Brings 
Humor to Andover Swim

In her third year on Ando-
ver Girls Swimming, Elizabeth 
Tran ’19, a three-year Upper 
from Windham, NH, has prov-
en to be a dominating force 
in the pool. Tran’s hard work 
and dedication has earned lots 
of respect from her peers, ac-
cording to her coaches and 
captains. Tran’s hard work, 
optimism, and versatility have 
earned her the title of The Phil-
lipian’s Athlete of the Week.

Co-Captain Allyson Ty ’18 
said, “Liz always brings such a 
motivated attitude to the pool. 
She comes in and works hard 
with each set and never fails 
to smile while doing it. Her 
endless dedication to the sport 
and positive are very inspiring 
and makes swimming with her 
so much fun.”

Head Coach Paul Murphy 
’84 said, “Liz leads in practices 
in ways that are both inspiring 
and motivational. She shows 
how good, hard work pays off 
when it comes time to race. Liz 
is not shy about putting in long 
hours and her contributions 
really show.”

During races, Tran has prov-
en to be a valuable team mem-
ber. Tran is a very versatile and 
reliable swimmer, according 
to Murphy and Co-Captain 
Emma Donchi ’18.

Murphy said, “Liz has got 
great capacity as an athlete 
and as a team member. I can 
easily place Liz in just about 
any event and she will perform 
at a high level. There are times 
when I need to switch her at 
the last minute as I did last 
weekend, [which is] a huge as-
set to a team like ours.”

Donchi said, “Liz is a fantas-
tic swimmer and is one of our 
top scorers during meets, and 
her ability to swim all of the 
strokes well makes her one of 
our most versatile team mem-
bers. When she is not in the 
water, Liz is on deck cheering 
on and supporting our team-
mates.”

Tran has also proven to be 
a great person outside the 
pool, according to Donchi and 
Co-Captain Jess Gearan ’18.

Gearan said, “Liz is a great 
teammate. She is really funny 
and always puts a smile on my 
face when I have a bad race or 
a tough practice. She lightens 
the mood and gets along with 
every one of the girls on the 
team.”

“As a team member, Liz is al-
ways cracking jokes and mak-
ing people laugh and is very 
good at lifting others’ spirits.” 
Donchi added.

When did you start swim-
ming? Why?

I started swimming compet-
itively when I was about nine 
years old on Crimson Aquat-
ics in Andover. I first began 
because my brother had been 
swimming for a couple years 
already, and I wanted to see 
what it would be like to swim 
on a big team like Crimson.

What is it like being on the 
swim team at Andover?

Practices are definitely dif-
ferent, and I’d say it’s a bigger 
sense of community. Swim-

ming with the Andover girls 
is an amazing experience. The 
whole team is so welcoming 
and since my [Junior] year, it 
has only gotten better. Every-
one is always ready to swim 
fast and support each other 
and I am so lucky to be swim-
ming with them.

How do you best impact 
the team?

We all bring something dif-
ferent, everyone has different 
specialties. Probably because 
I’ve been swimming so long, 
I know how everything works 
and help in any way I can.

Do you have any pre-meet 
rituals? What do you tend 
to eat around big competi-
tions?

Before meets, I always try 
to [foam] roll then get a good 
night’s sleep. [To get ready for 
an important race], I’ll usual-
ly listen to music, stretch, and 
just try to get hyped up before 
jumping in. The morning of, 
I’ll usually eat a bagel with 
cream cheese then try to keep 
it light before my races. After a 
meet, I’ll eat a big dinner and 
spend time with the team.

What are your hopes for 
yourself and the team con-
cerning the rest of the sea-
son?

This season, I am hoping 
to go some personal bests and 
work on my technique. For the 
team, we’ve been working re-
ally hard on building up our 
endurance and speed. We have 
some big meets coming up, and 
it would be great to swim fast 
and get some best times. [We 
are] definitely working on our 
endurance right now.

ARNOLD SU

Athletes of the Week

E.QIAN/THE PHILLIPIAN
Liz Tran ’19 began swimming at 
the age of 9 on Andover Town’s 
Crimson Aquatics team. 

I.LEE/THE PHILLIPIAN

Jack Warden ’19 placed first in 
the 100-Yard Backstroke against 
Peddie. 

Nick Isenhower ’18 Leads through Hard Work and Positivity
Captain Nick Isenhower ’18 

started swimming compet-
itively at the age of ten, in-
fluenced by his mother, who 
swam when she was growing 
up. Since then, Isenhower has 
moved frequently; switch-
ing from Virginia to Germa-
ny, Washington, and Hawaii. 
Wherever Isenhower went, he 
continued to swim. As a result, 
he has been swimming com-
petitively for the past seven 
years. Since coming to Ando-
ver as a new Lower, Isenhower 
has set the Upper record for 
the 100-Yard Freestyle along 
with the school, pool, and An-
dover-Exeter meet record for 
the 200-Yard Freestyle Relay.

Before Andover, Isenhower 
swam on large club teams. Ac-
cording to Isenhower, Ando-
ver swimming fosters a strong 

sense of camaraderie due to its 
smaller size, because the focus 
is on the team.

“We have a lot smaller team 
at Andover than the clubs 
I have swam on in the past. 
Here, it is not as much fo-
cused on the individual events. 
When you are home and it is 
a club environment, it is a lot 
more individual with dropping 
time. Here, there is a focus on 
the team because of the relays 
every meet and the small team 
environment combined with 
the practices every day,” said 
Isenhower.

According to Head Coach 
David Fox, what makes Isen-
hower successful is his ability 
to focus and to perform under 
stressful conditions in import-
ant situations.

“In my view, Nick is the 

strongest captain I have seen 
in my 14 years working with 
the swimming team. Primarily, 
he leads by doing — and doing 
everything he needs to do in 
order to swim his fastest. 

Although Isenhower pri-
marily leads by doing, what 
makes him special is his ability 
to confront individuals one-
on-one.

Coach Fox continued, “We 
have a challenging group: 14 of 
17 are returning varsity swim-
mers, yet seven of those 14 
are in only their second year. 
Leading by doing works only 
when others are paying atten-
tion; when they are not, Nick 
has the confidence and subtle-
ty to address challenges head-
on,” said Coach Fox.

Teammate Will Kantaros 
’18 said, “Nick has always led 

through example, especial-
ly through how he trains in 
practice and how he performs 
in meets. Over the last three 
years, I have really grown to 
see his role as a vocal leader 
change.”

One of Isenhower’s favor-
ite things about the team is its 
tight-knit environment, which 
he strives to maintain and 
grow.

“I hope to keep the team 
close. That is one of the biggest 
things that I have liked about 
the team since I have been here 
my Lower year. It is a close 
team: easy to be a part of and 
easy to get into quickly. I hope 
that continues to be a thing — 
that we continue to bond and 
that we stay close for years to 
come,” said Isenhower.

LINDA BIBEAU

Captain Feature

I.LEE/THE PHILLIPIAN
Nick Isenhower ’18 leads by exam-
ple, according to Will Kantaros ’18.
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Head Coach David Fox has 
guided Andover Boys Swim-
ming to an 82-9-1 record since 
2006, with an 81-2-1 record 
in New England. This season, 
the team has achieved an un-
matched 4-0 record. Coach Fox 
has secured the team as a threat 
on the national level as well. 
Most notably, Andover con-
quered Peddie School this past 
weekend, defeating the nation-
ally-ranked team for the first 
time in history.

Coach Fox has experience 
coaching SwimTulsa and the 
Trojan Aquatic Club and has 
coached 21 Junior National 
qualifiers, including one Junior 
National Champion, six Senior 
National qualifiers, and one 
Olympic Trials qualifier. As a 
swimmer, Coach Fox competed 
at Bates College, where he held 
nine of the 18 total individual 
swimming events, including the 
200 free and the 200 fly.

Neil Simpson ’19 said, “If I 
were to describe Fox’s coaching 
style in one word, I would prob-
ably say it is intentional. Mr. Fox 
has the philosophy that none of 
the yards we do in practice are 
useless. Due to the minimal 
amount of time we have to work 
with, Fox ensures that every 
second of practice is effectively 
used to make the team the best 
it can possibly be.” 

“Mr. Fox always has the 
team’s long term objectives in 
mind and constantly conveys 
them to us to make sure every-
one remembers what they are 
working toward,” continued 
Simpson.

According to Coach Fox, he is 
able to bond with his swimmers 
through his past experiences.

In an email to The Phillipian, 
Coach Fox wrote, “My athletic 
career peaked between ages sev-
en and 14. During those years, I 
was swimming year-round, of-
ten attending two practices each 
day, and I was consistently a 
nationally-ranked swimmer. By 
the time I entered high school, I 
had swum approximately 6,500 

miles, but I was burned out and 
started swimming much less 
and with much less success.”

“For college, I went to Bates, 
and it was fun for me to be com-
peting again nationally, albeit 
at the NCAA Division III lev-
el. I have no doubt that these 
experiences influence how I 
think about swimming at Ando-
ver. Many of the athletes with 
whom I work have had com-
parable careers before arriving 
here, and I enjoy the challenge 
of supporting them to get fast-
er in high school and to protect 
them from the type of burnout 
I experienced so that they can 
keep improving in college, too,” 
continued Coach Fox.

One of Coach Fox’s yearly 
long-term goals is performing 
well at championship meets 
towards the end of the season. 
Recently, Fox introduced one 
of these meets, the Eastern 
Championships, as an initiative 
to introduce his swimmers to 
even higher levels of competi-
tion. According to Fox, it is the 
fastest high-school meet in the 
nation.

Captain Nick Isenhower ’18 
said, “My most memorable ex-
perience with Coach Fox was 
competing at Easterns last year. 
The program hadn’t been to that 
meet in a few years, so it was a 
pretty new and memorable ex-
perience for the team. Coach 
poured his heart into every race. 
Whenever we would huddle up, 
everyone would go silent; we all 
wanted to hear his speeches. My 
teammates bring a lot of energy 
to the pool, but Coach Fox has 
that unique ability to get the 
team fired up.”

Coach Fox’s dedication to 
coaching each of his swimmers 
to their fullest potential has 
made a monumental impact 
on the swim program at Ando-
ver, according to Will Kantaros 
’18 and Paul Murphy ’84, Head 
Coach of Andover Girls Swim-
ming.

“Coach Fox is an incredi-
ble coach who always seems to 
have a science or a methodology 
behind every set he creates for 

us. He is a passionate and hum-
ble leader to whom I look up. 
He tailors each set to every one 
of his swimmers. As a sprinter, 
he adjusts the sets to match my 
personal needs and goals, op-
timizing my performance, and 
preparing me for my races. We 
love Coach Fox,” said Kantaros.

“Coach Fox is dedicated to 
his swimmers and their col-
lective and individual success. 
He works extremely hard with 
all of the boys. Coaching near 
someone as strong as he is, one 
cannot help but have some of 
[his coaching techniques] rub 
off. He has helped push our pro-
grams higher,” said Coach Mur-
phy.

Despite embracing compe-
tition between his swimmers, 
Coach Fox also believes in a 
“team-first” attitude in his pro-
gram.

“[The 2018 team is] all about 
giving everyone the best chance 
to swim fast. On Saturday, the 
team upset national power-
house Peddie, but rather than 
mark the moment, they imme-
diately turned their focus to 
what’s next. The superficial 
success of winning so much in 
a culture obsessed with winning 
poses a lot of challenges, yet I 
think this squad committed to 
swimming fast and to placing 
the interests of the team ahead 
of their own,” said Fox.

HEAD COACH FEATURE

ABBY RYAN

BOYSSQUASH

Boys Win Three, Sweep Two

After exchanging rails back 
and forth with his opponent, 
second seed Ishaan Patel ’18 
backhanded the ball cross court, 
catching the nick and winning 
the point against his St. Mark’s 
opponent. Andover Boys Squash 
ultimately beat St. Mark’s 7-0 
on Wednesday, Middlesex 7-0 
on Saturday, and Groton 5-2 on 
Friday. The team’s record now 
stands at 5-3. 

Against Groton, all players 
except the top two seeds won 
their matches.  

“I think the best part of our 
games against Groton was our 
resilience. Of course there were 
some tough points throughout 
our players’ games, but I think 
the team was able to recover 
from each point really well,” 
wrote eighth seed Steve Nam ’20 
in an email to The Phillipian. 

“The highlight of our match 
against Groton was definite-
ly [first seed] Alex [Bernhard 
’19]’s match against Groton’s 
number one player. The match 
went to five games and the at-
mosphere during the points was 
really tense. It was also good 
fun watching the competitive 
match,” continued Nam.

While the match against 
Middlesex was not particularly 
challenging, it posed an oppor-
tunity for the players to improve 
certain skills. Each game was 
an opportunity for the players 
to select a weakness to improve 
during that game, according to 
fifth seed Erik Wang ’21. 

Wang said, “I think playing 
my match, it was just useful get-
ting to practice other strategies 
on court without having to really 

be too worried about the out-
come.” 

On Wednesday, against St. 
Mark’s, the team faced the chal-
lenge of maintaining high level of 
play against weaker opponents, 
according to Patel. Head Coach 
John Roberts also assigned con-
ditions to some games to force 
players to work on certain skills.  

Patel said, “Sometimes its 
harder to play your best against a 
weaker team, you can lose focus. 
I think we maintained our focus 
and we played well and we fin-
ished it well. Coach was having 
us work on hitting it to the back. 
In some of the games, Alex and I 
could only hit deep just to work 
on our length and our consisten-
cy.” 

According to Patel, one of the 
team’s strengths was that the 
team did not hit any tins, played 
long rallies, and empolied pa-
tience.  

He added, “I think Jack [Lee 
’20] played really well as num-
ber 3 against an opponent who 
usually plays number 2. Jack 
finished it well. He was patient, 
he used his drop shots well, and 
I think he was one of the stars 
today.”  

The team is currenting look-
ing forward to, and preparing 
for, High School Nationals in 
two weeks.  

Wang said, “We’re looking to 
stay consistent in our matches 
as well to try to get as good as a 
seeding as possible before Na-
tionals and keep improving day 
by day and playing strong indi-
vidually, and as a team.” 

The team is positioned in the 
mid-Division II range right now, 
but hopes to rise to the top of the 
division as it is capable of beat-
ing many of the other Division II 
teams, according to Patel.  

Patel said, ‘We’re doing four 
sessions a week of fitness and 
Coach Roberts is a really good 
technical coach so we are work-
ing on our technique, working 
on being patient, specifically on 
the front, learning how to hold 
the racquet and wrong foot your 
opponent and then hit it straight 
— because that is a really useful 
thing to have when you’re play-
ing.” 

Andover will face off against 
Noble and Greenough at home 
on Saturday. 

GIGI GLOVER

COURTESY OF ANDOVER ATHLETICS
Captain David Tsai ’18 plays third seed for Andover.
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Paul Murphy ’84 Coaches 
With Pride and Dedication

Picking up the sport in Ando-
ver, Head Coach Paul Murphy ’84 
swam for JV Andover Boys Swim 
during his Junior year. After con-
tinuing to swim throughout high 
school and competing collegiately 
at Bates College, Coach Murphy 
returned to Andover as an Instruc-
tor in Mathematics. He currently 
coaches Andover Girls Swim and 
Diving. 

Coach Murphy said, “I was 
a teaching fellow here teaching 
math, and I was the coach of the 
boys team that one year. I coached 
JV for a couple of years, and then 
the girls coach left and I got the 
job. It’s a great sport, it’s all body, 
and you can swim your whole life 
which is cool. It’s also a high burn-
out sport so you shouldn’t get too 
into it and let it grind you down. 
There is a level of fun that has to 
be part of it so people come in ev-
eryday and do the work they need 
to do.”

Coach Murphy’s passion for the 
sport and for coaching at Andover 
has led him to pursue his coach-
ing career at Andover for the past 
27 years. His dedication is present 
through the team’s success, and 
through the growth of each indi-
vidual swimmer.

“I have not coached anywhere 
except here. I love it because it 
makes the winter a little bit faster 
and I love the kids that end up on 
the team. It’s a really nice culture 
of support and fun and hard work. 
We’ve enjoyed a lot of success over 
the years. We were first in New 
England for a string of years in the 
early 2000’s and we are gaining 
some steam again. We [look] to do 
well again this year,” said Coach 

Murphy.
Coach Murphy’s coaching style 

focuses on having fun while also 
challenging his swimmers. This 
helps the team work on the tech-
nical aspects of swimming without 
getting too frustrated on the specif-
ics of certain strokes.

Co-Captain Emma Donchi ’18 
said, “Mr. Murphy is a good coach 
in that he is very encouraging and 
always looking for ways to help us 
improve. By choosing challenging 
sets and providing the motivation 
necessary to complete them, he 
aids us in increasing our endur-
ance and lowering our times.”

Kathleen Ty ’19 said, “Mr. Mur-
phy always makes sure that prac-
tice is challenging, but also fun at 
the same time. Occasionally, we 
will do a snake warm up, where we 
jump into the diving well and swim 
in a zig-zag fashion. He makes 
practice tough, yet enjoyable.”

According to Macey Mannion 
’19, Coach Murphy always possess-
es a strong aura of positivity that 
serves as inspiration and physio-
logical fuel for his athletes.

Mannion said, “Mr. Murphy 
brings a positive attitude to ev-
ery practice. He comes in with a 
smile on his face ready to coach 
and help us succeed with a positive 
attitude… Another thing that I like 
about Mr. Murphy is that he is very 
open minded and listens to our 
ideas about certain sets or practice 
and helps us modify them so that 
we get the best workout possible 
every day. I also appreciate how 
he welcomes us into his home for 
team dinners from time to time.”

From Murphy’s point of view, 
the best thing about being a coach 
is seeing how the team evolves as 
swimmers and as individuals be-
cause team is more than just some-

thing the athletes are a part of in 
high school.

“I take a lot of pride in watching 
kids improve. Sometimes there’s a 
feeling that because we don’t swim 
year round, that if you come here 
you can’t get better, but we’ve actu-
ally shown that that’s not the case. 
As long as you put in the work, you 
can get better, even within a short 
season like we have. [The things 
you learn from swimming] are all 
things that you need in life: how to 
plan for a bad day, and how to plan 
for a great day,” said Coach Mur-
phy.

Coach Murphy looks forward 
towards the competition at the 
New England Championships this 
year.

“We aim for the New England 
Championships which is the last 
[meet]. Last year we were fourth 
in the Eastern seaboard, and we 
were fourth in New England. It’s 
a real challenge to create as many 
points [as possible] for your team, 
and that’s what is so fun about it.” 

PHOEBE BICKS

HEAD COACH FEATURE
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E.QIAN/THE PHILLIPIAN
Paul Murphy ’84 swam on Andover’s 
Junior Varsity team as a student 
before moving on to swim at Bates 
College. 

Head Coach David Fox Brings National 
Team Coaching Experience to Andover

I.LEE/THE PHILLIPIAN
Between the ages of seven and 
fourteen, Coach Fox was consi-
tantly a nationally-ranked swim-
mer. 

To read coverage

articles on Andover 

Boys and Girls 

Basketball, go to:

www.Phillipian.
net/sports 

I.LEE/THE PHILLIPIAN
Athlete of the Week Jack Warden ’19, Head Coach David Fox, and Co-Captain Nick Isenhower ’18.
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Meet SLAM: Andover’s Most Spirited Winter Sport 

Present at basketball games, 
Grasshopper, and Dance Open, 
SLAM is Andover’s in-house step 
team. The team practices every 
day and performs new, unique 
routines at the halftime of every 
home varsity basketball game. 

The program consists of SLAM 
Basics and SLAM. SLAM Basics is 
a Fall Term sport in which partic-
ipants learn the fundamentals of 
stepping and a few of the cheers. 
Typically, participants go on to 
try out for SLAM, a winter sport. 
According to Max Rigby-Hall 
’18, there are usually around 50 
people at tryouts on the first day. 
Numbers are then whittled down 
to anywhere between 14 and 18 
people on the team. In addition 
to the new steppers, the team also 
is welcoming two new coaches: 
Unwana Abasi ’13 and Diamond 
Gray.

Rigby-Hall said, “The coach-
ing is great. We have new coach-
es this year, Ms. Abasi and Ms. 
Gray. Ms. Abasi is actually an old 
SLAM captain who graduated a 
few years ago and she has been 
fantastic. She’s really hands-on, 
she gives us notes pretty much 
everytime we step, and is super 
helpful in that way… They come 
to all of our practices pretty 
much. They’re really close with 

our captain so there’s a lot of good 
communication happening, and 
they are super sweet too.” 

Coach Gray said, “As [a] coach, 
I give a lot of feedback. I just have 
the girls know if some of their 
moves could be a bit more precise 
or they need to be a bit louder, if 
I can really get a nice vibe or en-
ergy from them as an audience 
member.” 

“With every practice they try 
their best, and they go all in. With 
their performances they try their 
best and go all in and if there’s 
anything they can work on we 
often tell them or they’ll tell each 
other what they can do to have 
an ace performance,” continued 
Coach Gray.

The practices are primarily 
run by Captain Natalie Landav-
erde ’18. Landaverde choreo-
graphs and teaches the half-time 
routines and helps coach her 
teammates on form. 

In the beginning of the sea-
son, the team teaches all the new 
steppers the sideline, timeout, 
foul-throw, and free-throw rou-
tines. Once the routines are mas-
tered, each week is spent learn-
ing new half-time performances. 
Throughout the season, the rou-
tines are never repeated in prac-
tice.  

The team meets an hour to an 
hour and a half before the game 

to rehearse, go over the routines, 
and determine the formations. 
The team also has a pre-game 
routine that involves warming up 
and doing some cheers. Finally, 
before the game starts, the team 
will “drop the beat.” 

“We have drop the beat, which 
is one of my favorite things… [It’s] 
when the captain will call out a 
random step and you don’t know 
what it is. It’s short and repeated, 
and they’ll do it a bunch of times, 
and you try to come up with a 
different step in your head that 
matches the beat of that or can go 
with the beat of that until the en-
tire team is stepping and doing all 
different steps that all go togeth-
er,” said Rigby-Hall. 

Known to each other as the 
“Slamily,” the team is extreme-
ly tight-knit, according to Rig-
by-Hall and Miriam Feldman ’18. 
Rigby-Hall calls SLAM his closest 
family on campus. Feldman, who 
has been stepping with SLAM for 
three years, is also grateful for her 
“Slamily.”

Feldman said, “My favorite 
part of SLAM is the people. I 
think Winter Term can be kind of 
cold and sad and so showing up 
every night and knowing that you 
have a supportive team of people 
excited and committed and ener-
gized is a great feeling.”

This year, the team is com-

posed primarily of girls, with Rig-
by-Hall being the only boy. Ac-
cording to him, for the previous 
two years Zach Ruffin ’17 was also 
on the team, but before there was 
a span of approximately five years 
that the team was completely fe-
male.

Rigby-Hall said, “Auditioning 
is really not based on your gender 
at all, which is fantastic. You can 
audition as a boy or girl and the 
coaches don’t care. It’s all about 
your talent and how well you 
step.”

The team is a source of con-
stant school spirit throughout the 
winter for many people, accord-
ing to Coach Gray. Claire Brady 
’20, a member of Andover Girls 
Basketball, cites SLAM as a con-
sistent, uplifting source of energy 
throughout games.

“When SLAM is cheering and 
crowd is loud, it really lets the 
team know that we have a lot of 
support and definitely gets us 
more excited to play. It definite-
ly helps our playing. It definitely 
feels like we have support behind 
us and the team’s not alone, and 
that the whole Andover commu-
nity is backing us up during the 
games. They also bring out more 
people for the crowd, so it makes 
it more fun,” said Brady.

Coach Gray said, “They give a 
lot of energy to the school. I know 

during the games, the way they 
stomp, how loud they are, the 
way they dance and everything 
— it’s nice to see they can uplift 
the spirit in the games and for 
the audience members too. The 
games can be so intense, so it is 
nice for them to be able to go out 
and show their own intensity and 
show their own vibe to the whole 
school.”

GIGI GLOVER

SLAM

COACH FEATURE

Diamond Gray Offers 
Outside Perspective

With her extensive back-
ground in many types of dance, 
Teaching Fellow in Art Dia-
mond Gray joined the SLAM 
coaching staff this year, de-
spite being new to stepping. 

Coach Gray brings an 
unique vision to SLAM and 
is able to help the team fig-
ure out what is entertaining 
for the audience, according to 
Max Rigby-Hall ’18.

“[Coach Gray] has an out-
side perspective on SLAM, 
and she knows what is en-
tertaining, more so than just 
technique. She adds a sense 
of maturity and pride in the 
team. We all respect her,” said 
Rigby-Hall.

At practice, Gray pays at-
tention to the small details 
that can easily get overlooked 
and offers her tips to help the 
team improve, according to 
Hanna Wu ’20.

Wu said, “[Coach Gray] 
watches our practices and 
makes sure that they are ac-
curate both in terms of sound 
and action. She always gives 
us constructive feedback and 
pushes us to our limits to do 
better as a team. You can real-
ly feel like she cares about the 
team.”

Despite Gray’s limited his-
tory with stepping, she brings 
a positive attitude and a great 
deal of passion to every prac-
tice and game, according to 
captain Natalie Landaverde 
’18.

“I love how passionate Ms. 
Gray is about SLAM. I know 
it can be extremely difficult to 
just start working with a team 
for the first time, but Ms. Gray 
never hesitated to help us in 
anyway possible. It is so clear 
that she is dedicated to learn-
ing the steps and how they 
are supposed to look. I think 
it really sets a great example 
for the team about how much 
you can learn and accomplish 
by just giving your time and ef-
fort.” said Landaverde.

Gray is able to motivate the 
team when the energy is low 
and things are not going as 
planned, according to Landav-
erde.

“Ms. Gray is never afraid to 
stop practice for a few minutes 
to talk to us about how we feel. 
When we are low energy, she 
points it out, and she is un-
derstanding of how stressed 
and overwhelmed we can be,” 
said Landaverde. “She makes 
herself available to everyone 
on the team. Whenever we are 
having a tough time, we know 
we can always turn to her. She 
is always at every practice and 
game, and she is always telling 
us when we did a great job or 
when we have something to 
work on.”

Gray said, “My favorite part 
has been seeing the incredible 
amount of progress the new 
teammates have made as well 
seeing the experienced team 
members motivate the newer 
ones. Also, it’s very nostalgic 
to watch SLAM perform. Back 
in university, I loved watching 
step teams compete. I hope 
that I taught SLAM the pow-
er in supporting one another 
— that mistakes happen and 
that it’s okay if you try, try, try 
again.”

LINDA BIBEAU

Unwana Abasi ’13 Dedicated to Inspire And 
Guide SLAM through Personal Experience 

SLAM Coach and Teach-
ing Fellow in Biology Unwa-
na Abasi ’13 was a member of 
SLAM during her four years at 
Andover and even earned the 
honor of being team captain in 
her Senior year.

Now, Abasi contributes to 
the team with her skill and ex-
perience, according to Zenia 
Bhathena ’19.

“Having Ms. Abasi as a 
coach is amazing since she was 
on the team and actually knows 
the steps and can help teach 
and give really specific feed-
back. She brings her knowl-
edge and talent to the team. 
She knows what she’s talking 
about, so it’s a great place to 
learn and see how SLAM was 
done a couple of years ago. 
It’s so fun to hear their SLAM 
stories and actually relate and 
learn from them as they are so 
enthusiastic about the sport 
and team,” said Bhathena. 

In particular, Abasi’s SLAM 
days at Andover allow her 
to relate to the team when it 
struggles to learn new rou-
tines, according to Hanna Wu 
’20.

“She really brings a new 
perspective to the team. Since 
she was on the SLAM team 
when she attended Andover, 
she understands the difficul-
ties of learning the steps first-
hand and gives us a lot of tips 
and motivation to do better. 
She always has a lot of school 
spirit, [which] definitely fuels 
the team to be more excited 
both before and during the 
games,” said Wu. 

According to Captain Na-
talie Landaverde ’18, Abasi is 
extremely dedicated to the 
team. She not only makes sure 
to attend every practice and 
game, but also makes an effort 
to personally get to know ev-
ery member. 

“The team sees the coach-
es as the SLAM moms. Even 
though both coaches are new 
this year, Ms. Abasi tries her 
best to get to know each of us, 
and it is so obvious how much 
she cares,” said Landaverde.

In practices, Abasi is a vocal 
leader who is always looking 
to give constructive criticism 
and positive feedback in order 
to help the team’s learning, ac-
cording to Max Rigby-Hall ’18 
and Landaverde. 

“Ms. Abasi’s role on the 
team is really hands on. She 
knows what we need to im-
prove upon, and she tells us 
directly. She shows up to all of 
our practices and games and is 
there to help us improve. She 
adds this sense of passion to 
the team, and she understands 
and appreciates why we all 
want to be there,” said Rig-
by-Hall.

Landaverde added, “Ms. 
Abasi is big on precision. She 
usually has us run a step a few 
times to make sure we have it 
ingrained in our minds, and 
she tells us to watch ourselves 
in a video so that we can see 
ourselves and see what we 
have to work on.”

By the end of the season, 
Abasi hopes to convey the in-
tegral values of SLAM to each 
member of the team. 

“I hope to have taught mem-
bers of SLAM that the team is 
a living, changing being and 
that they are part of a culture 
that has been meaningful to 
so many [Andover] students in 
the past,” said Abasi. 

COACH FEATURE

LINDA BIBEAU

Natalie Landaverde ’18 Leads with Enthusiasm
When captain Natalie Lan-

daverde ’18 was in eighth grade, 
her step team won the National 
Step League National Cham-
pionship, the largest and most 
prestigious step competition in 
United States of America. An 
avid stepper, the victory only 
further cemented Landaverde’s 
love for the sport.  

Born and raised in Atlanta, 
Ga., Landaverde began step-
ping in the fifth grade when 
she joined her middle school’s 
team, which performed at lo-
cal shows. However, step only 
became a major part of Lan-
daverde’s life when she started 
competitions in eighth grade. 

“I saw people of color step-
ping and getting a college ed-
ucation in general, so I always 
thought that when I got to col-
lege, I would step. I always saw 
myself in college — which was 
a big thing for me — which is 

why I continued stepping,” said 
Landaverde. 

Because step was such a large 
part of her life, Andover’s step 
team, SLAM, was a big draw for 
Landaverde and she joined the 
team as a Junior. 

“From the beginning I wasn’t 
shy to bring my own ideas to 
step and to SLAM here,” said 
Landaverde. “I think not being 
afraid to bring my own ideas 
and to step up and make my 
own choreography showed ev-
eryone that I was super dedi-
cated to the team.” 

While she enjoys its perfor-
mance aspect, step also pro-
vides an escape for her. Accord-
ing to Landaverde, whenever 
she has a difficult day or needs 
motivation, she will choreo-
graph and practice stepping. 

Landaverde’s experience 
allows her to introduce teach 
new members the sport, ac-

cording to Miriam Feldman ’18.  
“She’s the best person, in 

my opinion, for new people to 
watch. She exhibits great tech-
nique and an incredible amount 
of love and warmth. She’s real-
ly, really sharp.” 

According to Coach Diamond 
Gray, in addition to teaching 
new routines by demonstration, 
Landaverde is also able to help 
her teammates by providing en-
couragement and constructive 
criticism. 

“Natalie is an amazing cap-
tain, and I am blown away by 
her maturity. She’s always giv-
ing great feedback, [and] she 
doesn’t forget to support the 
beginners on the team. [She 
gives] them continuous feed-
back, show[s] them ways to 
clean up their movement, and 
also let[s] them know ‘Hey, you 
did a good job,’ ” said Coach 
Gray. “She’s pretty awesome, 

she’s really organized — she’s 
just an incredible kid.” 

Emily Jackson ’19 added, 
“I feel like she’s just a natu-
ral-born leader. She just has 
leadership in her.” 

Landaverde passes on her 
love for the sport to her team-
mates, helping them foster 
their own passion for stepping, 
according to Jackson.  

“I think her passion for 
SLAM is definitely one [of 
a kind]. She loves SLAM so 
much, and it’s just amazing. 
I love to see that passion. It’s 
really inspiring to the team be-
cause it makes us want to work 
more, and it’s just really fun to 
watch her because you know 
she enjoys it. Her passion and 
love for it spreads to everyone, 
and everyone kind of joins in 
with her love for the team,” said 
Jackson. GIGI GLOVER

Captain Feature
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Nathalie Landaverde ’18 joined SLAM 
as a Junior after winning the National 
Step League Championships her 
eighth grade year.

E.QIAN/THE PHILLIPIAN

Araba Aidoo ’20 stretches before 
SLAM practice.

E.QIAN/THE PHILLIPIAN

Coach Gray does not have previ-
ous experience as a member of a 
step team.

E.QIAN/THE PHILLIPIAN
SLAM performs at Boys and Girls Basketball home games during half time.
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Andover Earns Pins against Top-Two Ranked Teams

Co-Captain Pierce Bausano 
’18 threw his opponent to the 
mat 50 seconds into his match, 
securing a crucial pin for An-
dover. Bausano achieved the 
team’s only win against North-
field Mount Hermon (NMH) 
on Friday; Andover ultimately 
fell short 54-18 against New 
England Prep’s top-ranked 
team, bringing its season re-
cord to 3-4.

On Saturday, Andover com-
peted against Deerfield, Hyde 
Maine and second-ranked 
Phillips Exeter Academy in a 
home quad-meet. 

Although Basuano’s win was 
the only victory for Andover 
against NMH, his early pin in 
the 182 weight class created 
momentum for the team, ac-
cording to Eamon Garrity-Rok-
ous ’20 and Nicholas Masri ’19.

Garrity-Rokous said, “Ba-
suano’s pin paved the way for 

a new founded belief that we 
could actually beat members 
of NMH’s team.”

Masri wrote in an email to 
The Phillipian, “Pierce’s pin 
was the only match we won 
and while no one was able to 
duplicate his result, I think 
it showed everyone that they 
weren’t unbeatable and that 
we need to run our offense.”

Although Andover lost 54-
18 in the quad-meet on Satur-
day, several team members had 
strong performances, includ-
ing Co-Captain Pablo Sanchez 
’19, who went 3-0 for the week-
end with a pin against Exeter 
and with the final pin over 
Hyde Maine to win the match 
42-36.

Eamon Garrity-Rokous also 
wrestled with veracity against 
Exeter, defeating a tough op-
ponent to secure a win for An-
dover after 5:16 minutes on the 
mat, according to Masri.

Masri said, “In our match 
against Exeter, in the third pe-
riod, Eamon Garrity-Rokous 
worked hard to pin his Exeter 
opponent despite what ini-
tially looked like a very close 

match.” 
Andover lacked the contri-

butions of Will Baxter Bray ’18, 
a varsity starter who was in-
jured early in the season from 
a match at St. Paul’s, and Mari-
sol Nugent ’20, a new Lower 

and varsity starter who has 
recently been out following an 
elbow injury in practice. 

Due to injuries, Andover 
had to forfeit the 120 and 126 
weight classes in both meets as 
well as the heavyweight cate-

gory at NMH.
Andover will compete 

against Belmont Hill, Tabor, 
Loomis, and Exeter this week-
end. 

HANNAH ZHANG

WRESTLING

Jonathan Assayag ’19 re-
ceived a pass from Quinn 
Doyle ’18 and fired a quick shot 
that deflected off of the goal-
ie’s pads into the net, scoring 
his first career goal and giving 
Andover a 1-0 lead with three 
minutes left in the first period 
of its game against St. Sebas-
tian’s on Wednesday. Despite 
these efforts, Andover Boys 
Hockey lost 8-2 after also fall-
ing earlier in the week 6-1 at 
Exeter. Andover’s record now 
stands at 6-7. 

On Saturday against its 
arch-rival Exeter, Andover 
struggled with a lethargic start 
to the game. The team spent 
considerable time in the pen-
alty box, which made it diffi-
cult to generate and sustain 
momentum, according to Cap-
tain Jack Cusack ’18 and goalie 
Charlie Archer ’20.

“We got off to a slow start. 
We went down 3-0 early... we 
ran into some penalty trouble 

which definitely deflated any 
sort of comeback. With that 
being said, we didn’t quit, so 
it was better as it went along,” 
said Cusack.

“We came out and had a re-
ally rough start. Later in the 
game we tried to get back into 
but we just didn’t have enough 
energy,” said Archer.

Andover also struggled on 
the defensive end, allowing 
Exeter to capitalize on the 
gaps, according to Sawyer 
Moody ’19.

“We didn’t execute a good 
system for the defensive zone. 
We found ourselves giving up 
easy shots in the slot, and they 
capitalized on a lot of those 
opportunities,” said Moody.

In the last period, the team 
was able to connect on offen-
sive attacks and played with 
more desire and energy, ac-
cording to Christian Powers 
’19 and Moody.

“We were able to get pucks 
to the net in the third period 
and put pressure on their de-
fense. We were able to handle 
their forecheck and keep them 
on the perimeter. The game 
got better as it progressed and 
that was because our team 
played with more energy and 
passion as the game went on,” 
said Powers.

“Even though it was a tough 
loss, we decided to rally to-
gether during the third pe-

riod, and we actually played 
really well. We were proud of 
the way we finished the game, 
but obviously we need to play 
a full game well in order to 
beat them. The game definite-
ly progressed because despite 
a rough first period, we grew 
tremendously and finished 
strong,” said Moody.

On Wednesday, Andover be-
gan the game with aggression 
and competed with St. Sebas-
tian’s in the first two periods 
but ultimately fell 8-2.

“Obviously it was a rough 
game, but we thought we com-
peted well during the first two 
periods. We felt we matched 
up well 5v5, but unfortunately 
in the third period everything 
kind of unraveled, and we lost 
control,” said Moody.

Moving forward, Andover 
hopes to improve its physicali-
ty in order to beat the stronger 
opponents, according to Cu-
sack.

“We need to play a lot 
tougher. One thing that led 
us to a number one seed last 
year was physicality, and we 
need to play with a chip on our 
shoulder to beat some of the 
tougher teams. We need to be 
known as a team that is tough 
to play against despite our skill 
level,” said Cusack.

Andover will face St. Paul’s 
at home on Friday.

 

BOYSHOCKEY

LINDA BIBEAU

GIRLSHOCKEY

Girls Suffer 
Loss against St. Paul’s

After receiving a pass from 
teammate Lilly Feeney ’20, 
Co-Captain Charlotte Welch 
’18 fired a shot past the St. 
Paul’s goalie to give Andover 
a 1-0 lead in the first quarter. 
Despite its best efforts, the 
team was not able to win the 
hard-fought game, suffering 
a 4-1 loss. The team’s record 
now stands 5-3. 

From the beginning of the 
game, the team matched St. 
Paul’s high level of physi-
cal play and created multiple 
scoring opportunities, accord-
ing to Anna Maniaci ’19.

“We started the game so 
strong against St. Paul’s. The 
team came out flying; we were 
physical and on the puck. Our 
offense had so many oppor-
tunities to score, but we just 
couldn’t get the puck in the 
back of the net,” said Maniaci. 

Sophia Merageas ’20 added, 
“At the beginning of the game, 
we started off by matching 
their level of physicality — St. 
Pauls is notoriously a scrappy 
and physical team that works 
very well on the cycle with a 
few stand-out forwards. Char-
lotte Welch scored the first 
goal of the game off a rebound 
from Lilly Feeney. It was a 
thing of beauty.”

After the team’s first goal, 
Andover struggled to main-
tain its momentum and gave 
up two quick goals to end the 
second period.

Linda Bibeau ’20 said, 
“[The loss] wasn’t a matter 
of the other team being more 
skilled, but rather that we al-
lowed them to control the 
game. They were beating us 
to all of the 50-50 pucks and 
making us run around in our 
defense zone. We also made 
quite a bit of blind passes that 
gave them odd-man rushes.”

Despite a strong perfor-
mance in net from Ashley 
Tucker ’18, who stopped many 
dangerous scoring opportuni-
ties, the team failed to put to-
gether a comeback, according 
to Maniaci. 

Maniaci said, “Our defense 
was strong, too, but at times 
we fell apart and let the St. 
Paul’s forwards walk in with 
the puck. There were points 
on both offense and defense 
where we slacked, and that is 
what caused the goals to go 
in.” 

According to Maniaci, af-
ter the disappointing loss, the 
team gathered to discuss how 
it can improve going forward 
to avoid repeating its mistakes. 

“From this most recent loss, 
the team has been fired up. We 
had a huge meeting the other 
night to talk about what went 
wrong and what we could do 
better next time. We have al-
ready come up with various 
ideas and ways we can reset 
during periods, and how to 
keep each other pumped up,” 
said Maniaci.

After a full week of prepara-
tion, the team looks to regain 
momentum into the second 
half of the season. The team 
will play Northfield Mount 
Hermon on Friday night and 
St. Marks on Saturday.

JED HEALD

COURTESY OF ANDOVER ATHLETICS

Elizabeth Holubiak ’18 is commonly referred to as “Nugget” by her teammates.

R.PREM/THE PHILLIPIAN

Alex El Adl ’19 has been a member of Andover Wrestling for two years.

A.MACAYA/THE PHILLIPIAN

Quinn Doyle ’18 played through his injury during Andover’s Wednesday game against St. Sebastian’s in order to 
maintain the team’s energy, according to Sawyer Moody ’19.
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JV 
SPORTS 
IN BRIEF

On Saturday and Wednesday, 
Andover Boys JV Basketball 
suffered back-to-back defeats 
against Tabor and Phillips Ex-
eter Academy with scores of 
39-40 and 35-48, respective-
ly. The losses lowered their 
overall record to 1-3. Andover 
Girls JV Basketball secured 
wins against both Milton and 
Thayer with respective scores 
of 42-20 and 48-36, maintain-
ing their 4-0 season record. 
On Saturday, both teams will 
play Deerfield on away courts.

After losing 3-0 against Deer-
field last Saturday, Andover 
Boys JV Hockey suffered an-
other loss against St. Sebastian’s 
with a score of 4-3. Andover 
Girls JV Hockey faced Tabor 
last Saturday and St. Mark’s 
last Wednesday, sweeping both 
games with respective scores 
of 5-0 and 8-0. While the boys 
enter their Wednesday game 
against Tilton next Wednesday 
with a 1-4-0 season record, the 
girls will face off against Deer-
field next Saturday, entering the 
matchup with a season record 
of 3-2-0. 

In both its match against 
Middlesex last Saturday and 
its game against St. Mark’s 
this Wednesday, Andover 
Boys JV Squash swept 7-0, 
securing its undefeated 6-0 
season record. The boys 
team will face off against 
St. Paul’s this coming 
Wednesday; Andover Girls 
JV Squash will compete 
against Exeter this coming 
Saturday.

Both Boys and Girls JV 
Swimming faced off against 
Thayer on Wednesday; while 
the girls secured a 91-74 win, 
raising their overall record 
to 2-0-0, the boys tied their 
meet 84-84, extending their 
season record to 1-2-0. Next 
Wednesday, both teams will 
face off in meets against 
Berwick.

Andover

St. Sebastian’s

2

8

Boys Suffer Two Major Losses
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Pairing blue overalls with a 
white turtleneck, Claire Jung-
mann ’18 tops off her look with 
red, spherical earrings and vi-
brant red boots. According to 
Jungmann, she has enough tur-
tlenecks to wear a different one 
every day of the week, allowing 
her to create a variety of styles.  

Jungmann said, “If I’m hav-
ing a bad day, I’ll spend a lot of 
time doing my makeup nice and 
then picking an outfit and that 
just makes me feel more like 
myself. Even when I don’t see 
people I probably have more 
makeup on and dress crazi-
er than usual because it’s not 
about people seeing me, it’s 
about me feeling good.” 

Since entering high school, 
Jungmann has refined her style 
by collecting statement pieces 
and thrifting. Thrifting allows 

Jungmann to take risks with 
her style, especially when she 
finds cheap, distinctive pieces 
at the Andover Thrift Store for 
prices as inexpensive as a dol-
lar.

“They have great dress pants, 
like wool pants, so I can buy an 
eight dollar pair of pants. It’s 
kind of different. It’s not like 
your normal leggings or jeans 
— I call them my confidence 
pants. They fit me so well, and 
it was just such a treat to find 
them,” said Jungmann. 

“There I feel like I can buy 
crazier pieces because if they 
don’t work out it was only one 
dollar lost. Some unique things 
I’ve found are a pair of flare 
jeans, a sweater vest that I wear 
on its own in the summer, and 
a ’80s pink windbreaker,” con-
tinued Jungmann in an email to 
The Phillipian.

According to Jungmann, 
nearly every outfit she wears 

contains a piece that was thrift-
ed. 

“I didn’t realize how much of 
my favorite clothes are thrifted. 
It’s a great way to save money 
and create a very specific look. 
It’s a big thing… if I get some-
thing for one dollar, everyone 
will know. I’ll brag about it,” 
said Jungmann. 

Besides going to local stores, 
her friends have also taken her 
to places such as Goodwill, Sav-
ers, and the Salvation Army. 
According to Jungmann, her 
friends Nell Fitts ’18 and Flynn 
Bryan ’18 were the ones who 
originally encouraged her to 
start thrifting.

Bryan said, “I’ve known 
Claire since she was three or 
four, and as a child she was very 
quiet, comically quiet, and shy. 
When I came to this school we 
started our friendship. In that 
small amount of time, I’ve seen 
her come out of her shell a lot 
more. When she carries herself 
and dresses in a way where she 
knows who she is and people 
can see that she knows who 
she is, she has more power and 
agency to do things that she 
wants.”

Jungmann’s best pieces from 
thrifting often come unexpect-
edly.

“Some of my favorite finds 
from the thrift shop are from 
the suit pants section actually. 
I found out that they actually 
fit me really well. They are su-
per soft and comfortable, and 
if I dress them up with my red 
boots and a turtleneck, they 
add something a little different 
to the outfit,” said Jungmann.

R.SOTTILE/THE PHILLIPIAN
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Look of the Week: Claire Jungmann ’18 

Finds Confidence through Thrifty Statement Pieces

REESE PELLETIER

Former Andover Piano Instructor Mana 
Tokuno Stars as Guest Artist in Recital

For a single, tense moment, 
the hands of Mana Tokuno, 
professional musician and for-
mer Adjunct Instructor in Pi-
ano at Andover, hovered over 
the keys of the piano before 
launching into the rapid melo-
dy of Beethoven’s “Sonata No. 
7 in D Major (Op. 10, No. 3).” 
Traveling up and down the 
keys at a speedy tempo, Toku-
no wove her music with her 
emotions and her story.

Forrest Eimold ’18, an audi-
ence member said, “I was re-
ally amazed by the sensitivity 
she had to the music she was 
playing. It’s very unusual to 
hear someone play with such 
care and love for each note. It 
was wonderful to hear.”

Tokuno was invited by the 
Music Department to perform 
as a guest artist in last Fri-
day’s piano recital held in Co-
chran Chapel. She performed 
two Beethoven sonatas and 
three Chopin pieces. Accord-
ing Tokuno, she selected her 
repertoire carefully, thinking 
about the audience she would 
be performing in front of.

“I think you have be com-
pletely in love with the music 
you are playing, all the time 
and every moment… I picked 
these composers today be-
cause, when I was working 

here, I felt that [Beethoven 
and Chopin] were the most 
popular composers. Then also, 
they were the composers who 
were very personal and able 
to put their raw feelings into 
their music,” said Tokuno.

Tokuno is now an instruc-
tor at the New England Con-
servatory in Boston, Mass., as 
well as an acclaimed solo art-
ist with numerous awards and 
distinctions to her name. Born 
in Japan to parents of musical 
backgrounds, Tokuno picked 
up the piano at the age of six 
and immediately fell in love. 
However, she did not commit 
to the lifestyle of a profession-
al musician until her mid-20s. 

“[One] reason why [music 
is] special [to me] is because 
so many people spend time to 
really listen to each moment, 
and only the sounds exist, but 
somehow we feel communica-
tion among us. I feel that mu-
sic starts to become tangible. 
We can see images, we can 
feel something, and we can 
tell stories… The idea of pur-
suing something like that was 
very personal to me in each 
stage of my life,” said Tokuno. 

According to Tokuno, 
translating the music into a 
story she can convey is crucial 
to her performances. She says 
that, while countless hours go 
by sitting in front of a piano 
practicing, just as much time 

is spent studying the score and 
trying to discover the meaning 
behind each note.

“The most important thing 
[in performing] is to analyze 
the score and try to discov-
er what the composers really 
meant. A lot of times you try 
to approach from the psycho-
logical point of view. You see 
some kind of indication on 
the score and then you always 
question: ‘Why was this writ-
ten this way?’ or ‘Why is this 
written here and not there?’ ” 
said Tokuno.

Throughout her two-hour 
concert, Tokuno varied the 
dynamics, speeds, and moods 
of each piece. While playing 
the Beethoven sonatas, she 
created a unique atmosphere 
for each movement, transi-
tioning from one section to 
the next with ease.

Terri Kelley, a local au-
dience member and Artis-
tic Director at the Lawrence 
Public Library, said, “I think 
Mana has a special gift for us-
ing her whole body and her 
whole mind and heart when 
she plays. It’s almost like she 
doesn’t even know where she 
is; she’s so lost in the music, 
and that brings the greatest 
level of technical skill and 
artistic expression… Her dy-
namics are just beautiful. She 
feels the music.”

Ria’s 
Flick 
Picks
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“Star Wars: 
The Last Jedi” 

Review

Hey, my name is Ria Vieira. In the 
upcoming weeks I’m going to be ex-
pressing my love for movies by review-
ing some great or not-so-great films.

 Summary:

Set directly after the end of the previous 
movie “Star Wars: The Force Awakens,” 
Kylo Ren (Adam Driver), General Hux 
(Domhnall Gleeson), and the First Order 
continue to battle against General Leia 
(Carrie Fisher) and the Resistance to win 
control over the galaxy. Meanwhile, Rey 
(Daisy Ridley), a Resistance fighter gifted 
with “the Force,” seeks mentorship from 
the self-isolated Jedi, Luke Skywalker 
(Mark Hamill).

 Directing & Writing: 

After director J.J. Abrams’ commendable but 
generic script for the previous Star Wars film, 
“The Force Awakens,” Rian Johnson, director 
of “The Last Jedi,” blew me out of the water 
with undisputedly the best shot Star Wars 
movie of all time. While maintaining the magic 
of the Star Wars universe and iconic transition 
edits, Johnson very clearly set up a new gener-
ation of characters. And while there were some 
unexpected and bold decisions in the story that 
took me a while to understand, the end of the 
film left me wondering what was next for the 
franchise.

 Acting: 

Adam Driver was the stand out actor of the 
film as he beautifully executed the complex, 
multi-dimensional character of Kylo Ren. His 
internal conflict and desire for absolute power 
that was established in the previous film was at 
the forefront of his character in “The Last Jedi.” 
Also, I can’t talk about Driver’s performance 
without mentioning the compelling relationship 
between Kylo and Rey, whose mutual attraction 
as two powerful but lost people blurred the line 
between the famous “dark” and “light” sides.

R.PREM/THE PHILLIPIAN
Jungmann often searches for deals in the one-dollar section of the 
Andover Thrift Store.

IRENE KWON

M.CALLAHAN/THE PHILLIPIAN
Mana Tokuno has worked as an instructor at the New England Conservatory Preparatory School in Boston since 
2008. 

Ria’s Rate: 9.5/10
This film ranks pretty close to “Star Wars V: The 
Empire Strikes Back,” my personal favorite Stars 
Wars movie.

Recommendation:
Any other Star Wars film.

Claire Jungmann ’18 said that she is not afraid to follow trends, including 
retro styling from the ’80s and ’90s.

R.PREM/THE PHILLIPIAN
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24-Hour Flash Films Highlights

Late on Friday night, the 
basement of the Oliver Wen-
dell Holmes Library (OWHL) 
brimmed with activity as stu-
dents gathered for Flash Films, 
an event in which they would 
spend 24 consecutive hours writ-
ing, filming, and editing short 
films. To begin the brainstorming 
process, writers brought objects 
that they treasured to The Nest 
and played prompt games and 
shared stories about their object 
to get ideas for their movie.

“That’s the best part of the 
whole 24-hour process because 
you come up with ideas while 
talking to other people. You don’t 
come with some preconceived 
notions of how it’s going to go. 
You come here, you look at peo-
ple and objects that they brought, 
and that’s how they come up 
with something,” said Masho 
Jmukhadze ’18.

This year, over 60 filmmak-
ers participated in Andover’s 
fifth annual Flash Films. Hosted 
by Andover Moviemakers Club 
(AMC) co-heads, Jmukhadze, 
Andrew Stern ’19, and Isaiah Lee 
’19, the 24-hour challenge started 
at 8:00 p.m. on Friday. The writ-
ers gathered in the basement of 
the OWHL to brainstorm ideas 
and write their scripts. The next 
morning, writers were paired 
with directors and actors to shoot 

the films until 2:00 p.m., and a 
showing was held at 8:00 p.m. 
in Lower Right of Paresky Com-
mons.

“It is important because it’s 
a unique thing that the Movie-
makers Club has. It’s also a fun 
opportunity to sleep over some-
where on campus in an academic 
building in a really unusual set-
ting. There are not many events 
that let you take film, edit, and 
screen the movie in 24 hours, so 
I think that’s pretty cool,” said 
Jmukhadze.

A variety of students attended 
the brainstorm session. Return-
ers were able to explore different 
aspects of the Flash Films expe-
rience while newcomers were 
introduced to the high intensity 
film event.

Junah Jang ’20, an actress, 
said, “I did Flash Films last year, 
and I really liked the fact that 
Flash Films is not just you doing 
one thing. As an actor, you don’t 
know what you’re getting into 
when you’re signing up for Flash 
Films. You don’t know the script 
you’re going to get. The director 
doesn’t know what script they’re 
shooting, so it’s just a really cool 
intersection of three different 
things that people like to do.”

Max de Saint-Exupery ’20, 
writer, said, “There are a lot of 
things I really want to gain. This 
is my first real hardcore experi-
ence with filmmaking and some-
thing that I’ve been really looking 

forward to. This will give me real 
solid experience in seeing how 
a filmmaker truly acts, not in a 
controlled environment, but giv-
en a deadline and provided with 
some simple materials to start off 
with.”

From an interdisciplin-
ary standpoint, other students 

looked to bring their experience 
from theater into filmmaking. 

Lesley Tilghman ’19, director 
and actor, said, “I think my ex-
perience with directing [theater] 
has a lot to do with the nature of 
people’s relationships and how 
to develop those not necessar-
ily through words, but through 

actions and their place on the 
stage — the difference mainly be-
tween directing through theater 
and directing through film is the 
lens through which you view it. 
I [was] excited to be able to have 
more control over the audience.”

KAITLIN LIM

Over 60 Students Stay the Night in the OWHL For Flash Films
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Writers, actors, and directors shared funny and sentimental stories to help brainstorm ideas for the films.

COURTESY OF ANDOVER MOVIEMAKERS CLUB

Flynn Bryan ’18 and Henry Crater ’20 discuss the presence of sex on campus in “Safe Sex.”

SAFE SEX

“Safe Sex” begins with Bryan, Crater, and Wang’s characters in an awkward conver-
sation at a laundry card machine. Wang’s character is then murdered in a bathroom. 
In another scene, Bryan’s character seduces Crater, and she leads him to a secluded 
hallway. The two just begin to become intimate when they notice a dead body behind 
them. While fleeing the scene, Crater’s house counselor, Zuker, catches them. Zuker 
storms into the hallway and past the dead body in order to pick up a used condom.

Crater said, “I wore [guyliner] for many hours. Flynn actually put it on me. We went 
down to a ‘secret place’ that no one’s allowed to know about, and we filmed. We filmed 
for five hours. For me, actually, the writing was more fun than the filming. It was like a 
sleepover. We went crazy.”

Written by: Anlan Du ’18 and Makenna Marshall ’18
Directed by: Max Wiant ’21
Starring: Flynn Bryan ’18, Andrew Wang ’18, Jared 
Zuker ’18, and Henry Crater ’20

JP’S FIRST DAY

“JP’s First Day” is a satritized film following the life of two Exeter students: a rule 
breaker, played by Cole, and JP, played by Lin. Lin is warned by his Head of School 
never to walk on the school’s grass, only for Cole to encourage him to break this rule 
and many others. Eventually, JP and Cole trip and fall on the grass. The scene fades to 
a recording of Head of School John Palfrey warning students of the danger of grass. 

Kim said, “We did kind of a tale about that, about two kids at Exeter. Mr. Palfrey, [in 
the first All-School Meeting] of the year every year, tells us not to walk on the grass, and 
that was a quote from his old headmaster, and we wanted to do something with that.”

Written and directed by: Freddie Kim ’19
Starring: Cheyn Cole ’19 and Jonathan Lin ’19

COURTESY OF ANDOVER MOVIEMAKERS CLUB

Cheyn Cole ’19 and Jonathan Lin ’19 play around with Exeter’s rule to stay off the grass.

COURTESY OF ANDOVER MOVIEMAKERS CLUB
Jacob Buehler ’19 and Jonathan Lin ’19, above, attempt to falsify Head of School  
Day in the film “Shenanigans.”

SHENANIGANS

“Shenanigans” follows Buehler and his friends on a quest to 
falsify Andover’s Head of School Day in order to get Buehler out 
of a paper he has not yet written. They are eventually discovered, 
and a PAPS officer arrests Buehler.

Buehler said, “Honestly, I liked the scene where we invade 
John Palfrey’s house, which was really Pease House, just because 
it’s so goofy. We had the fake guns and everything, and we pre-
tend to shoot Harrison a bunch of times, and he just falls down 
in a really goofy way. In the next scene, Ramos’s finger gun jams 
and he has to reload it for like five seconds. The whole thing is 
just really goofy.” 

Written by: Jacob Buehler ’19
Directed by: Freddie Kim ’19
Starring: Jacob Buehler ’19, Freddie Kim ’19, Jonathan Lin 
’19, Eliot Min ’19, Harrison Ringel ’19, and Alex Ramos ’19

COURTESY OF ANDOVER MOVIEMAKERS CLUB

Sebastian Bishop ’17 and Junah Jang ’20 recreate scenes from “The Office” in the film “The 
Academy.” 

THE ACADEMY

“The Academy” parodies “The Office” in a classroom setting. Characters give in-
terviews and interact in several unrelated scenes. In one scene, Jang, a caffeine addict, 
gets fed up with Bishop and storms out of the classroom, leaving a wake of destruction. 

Jang said, “It was sort of an ‘Office’ parody, but kind of stupid slapstick humour… I 
was the character who was really stressed out, drinking a lot of coffee, and making fun 
of one of the guys who was really obnoxious in the class… Fun fact is that I don’t drink 
coffee, but it was fun to pretend like I was.”

Written by: Luke Napolitano ’20, Hugo Solomon ’19, Emerald Tan ’20, and Melin-
da Zhang ’21
Directed by: Sophie Huang ’20
Starring: Sebastian Bishop ’17, Junah Jang ’20, and Laura Mahaniah ’20

K.YOUNG/THE PHILLIPIAN

See all of the films 
online at 

youtube.com/
Andover

MovieMakers
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