
At a warm and relaxed gath-
ering in the Underwood Room 
last Wednesday, students and 
teachers celebrated Nation-
al Coming Out Day and had 
the opportunity to hear about 
three teachers’ experienc-
es with coming out. Natalie 
Wombwell ’01, Assistant Dean 
of the Office of Admissions, 
David Farnsworth, Psycholo-
gist at Sykes Wellness Center, 
and Emma Berger, Teaching 
Fellow in Chemistry, all shared 
their “coming out” stories to a 
panel discussion organized by 
Marisela Ramos, Instructor in 
History.

“It’s important to keep shar-
ing these stories because it has 
a twofold result. One is that 
people will hear the stories, and 
you can put a person to them. 
When you get to know people, 
you become much more accept-
ing and embracing of differ-
ence. But also, one thing that 
people will clearly see is that 
there is no one way to come 
out,” said Ramos.

According to Ramos, some 
view Coming Out Day as some-
thing that strengthens heter-
onormative ideas such as the 
notion that gay people must 
“come out” from an identity in 
which they feel locked. Ramos, 

however, believes that the day is 
important in spreading visibili-
ty and representation and plans 
to hold the event annually. 

During the panel Wombwell 
said, “I came out when I was 
thirty, [which is] totally differ-
ent than most people’s experi-
ences… Throughout my twen-
ties I was in a lot of emotional 
turmoil. It was coming from an 
unpredictable place. It totally 
took over my life, and I didn’t 
know what to do. I couldn’t un-
derstand why I was experienc-
ing the emotional pain.” 

Wombwell said that a turning 
point in her journey came with 
the improvement of her mental 
health. By putting in the effort 
to let go of things she could not 
control and refrain from harsh 
self-judgement, Wombwell be-
gan to open up her world.   

Wombwell continued, “A lot 
of my family members are from 
different parts of the South, so 
I definitely grew up in a cer-
tain culture and religious sys-
tem where the norm was being 
heterosexual. My parents split 
up when I was seven, and my 
mom is an artist, so we’re not a 
conventional family in terms of 
where we lived. I found myself 
craving what the world around 
me defined as ‘normal.’ ” 

Since she came out later in 
life, Wombwell has not shared 

her story often. Nevertheless, 
she saw the panel as part of 
her journey. She also took it as 
a chance to express her sup-
port for other members of the 
LGBTQIA+ community shar-
ing their voices and serving as 
people that the questioning can 
look up to and lean on. 

“I’m a house counselor in a 
dorm and an advisor, and I’ve 
had many students come out to 
me. That was a really powerful 
experience, and that is some-
thing I feel honored to have 
gone through with students,” 
said Wombwell. 

Farnsworth, the second 
speaker at the panel, discussed 
his upbringing in an extremely 
conservative and religious en-
vironment. From a young age, 
Farnsworth was taught that be-
ing gay was inherently wrong.

“My mother lovingly told 
me, ‘Gay people are going to 
hell, and God created a disease 
to punish these people, and the 
disease is called AIDS.’ So at a 
very confused age of seven, I 
thought I had this disease, and 
that I’d just get sick one day. I 
carried this paranoia and confu-
sion with me,” said Farnsworth 
during the panel.

In his panel speech Farn-
sworth described how his fam-
ily viewed homosexuality as the 
devil tempting people to sin and 

how his family further attempt-
ed to “fix” his sexual orienta-
tion. At the urging of a youth 
counselor, Farnsworth was sent 
to a conversion therapy camp. 

“I underwent a gay exorcism 
at Bible camp from a evangelist 
who believed that demonic pos-
session was the cause of homo-
sexuality. But then, at the end 
of three days, it was my fault 
because I didn’t ‘want it’ bad-
ly enough, and I was holding 
on to it. So I internalized this 
shame that I wanted this ‘thing’ 
that was wrong with me,” said  
Farnsworth. 

Through years of repressing 
his identity as a child and adult, 
Farnsworth finally came out to 
his wife at the age of thirty.

Farnsworth said, “My life 

has blown apart these last nine 
years in ways I could’ve never 
imagined because there’s just 
not chains on me anymore. I’ve 
been able to integrate my sense 
of spirituality and sexuality.”

Concluding the panel dis-
cussion, Berger was the last 
to share her story of coming 
out at age 19 during her fresh-
man year of college. Although  
Berger never specifically ac-
knowledged that she was gay 
growing up, she reflected on 
how being gay has always been 
a part of her identity. 

“All of middle school, I felt 
the pressure to have crush on 
a boy. When you’re a seventh 

ASM Highlights Learning in 
the World Opportunities

Six student panelists shared 
their experiences with the Tang 
Institute’s Learning in the World 
(LITW) program at Wednes-
day’s All-School Meeting (ASM). 
LITW offers students learning 
opportunities outside of conven-
tional classrooms, such as attend-
ing a semester at The Mountain 
School in Vt. or experiencing Mo-
roccan culture over Spring break. 

The panel, hosted by Carmen 
Muñoz-Fernández, Instructor in 
Spanish and Director of LITW, 
was composed of Patrick Doheny 
’18, Justice Robinson ’18, Gabija 
Saginaite ’18, Emily Sanchez ’18, 
Akesh Shah ’18, and Tamas Tole-
rian ’18. 

Muñoz-Fernández said at 
the ASM, “By taking you outside 
of your comfort zone, we can 
give you the twenty-first centu-
ry skills needed to navigate the 

world we live in… like empathy, 
an understanding and respect for 
other cultures, an awareness of 
complexity, [and] a sense of agen-
cy and community.”

The panel discussion covered 
what students learned from each 
program.

Sanchez, who took part in the 
HUACA Project to Peru, said, 
“Once I had an opportunity to 
travel to Peru and go to the differ-
ent cities and see what the actual 
buildings looked like, I found that 
the difference between the Inca 
architecture and the Spanish 
architecture are actually pretty 
visible. For example, on a church 
the bottom half would be Inca ar-
chitecture and then the top half 
would be Spanish architecture, 
and I thought that it was pretty 
symbolic of culture being erased 
by [Spanish] conquest.”
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Miraya Bhayani ’21 criticizes our 
generation’s tendency to choose 
our role models based on Internet 
popularity.

Who Are My Heroes?
The Eighth Page B8

The Phillipian Has a New 
Official Mascot

Seniors Take to the WaterField Hockey Continues 
Season With 8-0 Record

Annual Art-600 exhibit showcases 
a variety of student work centered 
around the theme of invisibility.

but don’t expect us to make a big 
deal out of it. 

Students share the highlights of 
the second annual Senior Boat 
Cruise held on Tuesday.

The Phillipian, vol. CXL, calls for 
a greater level of transparency in 
decisions that affect the Andover 
student body.
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COURTESY OF WIKIMEDIA

PAFH continues its unstoppable 
winning streak with four consecu-
tive wins in one week.
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Faculty Members Share Stories in “Coming Out Matters”
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Students spoke on their Learing in the World experiences in ASM.

Arts B5-B7

Invisibility in the Sanctuary

Term Grades 
Will Not Be 

Pass-Fail
Barn Babies 
Return to Campus

After careful consideration 
and listening to the input of stu-
dents, faculty, and parents of the 
Andover community, Head of 
School John Palfrey announced 
in an email sent to the student 
body this Thursday that final 
grades for this Fall Term will not 
be Pass-Fail. Rumors of having 
Pass-Fail grades had been circu-
lating within the student body 
despite the lack of an official con-
firmation of the proposal from 
the administration. Although 
the final term numerical grading 
system will remain the same, the 
teaching faculty and departments 
will continue to rework syllabi to 
meet students’ needs. In his email 
to the student body, Palfrey urged 
students to reach out to teachers, 
point persons, and advisors. 

“I understand the people who 
are for the Pass-Fail policy as a 
way to reduce students’ stress 
at a time… And I understand the 
other side, the people who want 
to return to normalcy, and for 
some people that is grades… I 
think that what’s important now 
with grades is that we continue 
the support that we’ve always 
had at this school and strength-
en that support and bolster it 
any way that we can, especial-
ly with grades and assessments 
during an especially difficult 
time. Just making sure that peo-
ple are taken care of and that 
their teachers are taking care of 
them,” said Sam Bird ’18, Student  
Body Co-President.

ISABEL MIKHEEV AND 
STEVE NAM

A composite image of Slater’s photographs shows a timline of the 2017 eclipse. See B7 for more. Courtesy of Donald Slater, Ph.D., Instructor in History and Social Sciences.
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Students interacted with a variety of “barn babies,” or young animals, in-
cluding baby pigs, kittens, rabbits, and dogs, in Underwood Room this Sun-
day. Turn to B6 for more coverage on this weekend’s activities.
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Continued on A4, Column 4

Continued on A5, Column 1
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Banners advertised the event outside of the Underwood room.
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A FEW YEARS AGO, MY 
mother tried to teach 
me and my younger 

sister the art of solving the in-
famous Rubik’s cube. At first, 
I was pretty excited, and I put 
a lot of effort into memoriz-
ing numerous algorithms. 
My spirits dampened as I 
struggled to solve the cube, 
but I was still motivated to 
learn. This motivation came 
to a halt as one of my cousins 
made an off-the-cuff remark 
about how I’m not a “visual 
learner,” and how that “hand-
icap” affected my ability to 
truly grasp the concept of the 
Rubik’s cube. He said I should 
“stick to mathematics, and 
other pencil-to-paper stuff,” 
believing that I couldn’t do it. 

Fellow Andover students 
who have had similar experi-
ences, I dedicate this article 
to you, for pure grit and the 
will to succeed can always 
overcome an uncultured seed 
of talent. A wise individual 
once said that it is our ac-
tions that show who we truly 
are, rather than our abilities. 
Therefore, I encourage you to 
always challenge the precon-
ceived norms held by those 
who surround you. 

Throughout my life, I have 
observed that humanity dis-
plays an innate and inexplica-
ble gravitation toward labels 
and standardization. In our 
early years, biological catego-
rization was developed as a 
means of survival. According 
to “Let’s Bring Back the Poly-
maths” by Samuel Arbesman, 
as humans strived to gain a 
better understanding of our 
world we “divid[ed] informa-
tion into manageable portions 

and distinct areas of profi-
ciency.” This intuitive nature 
of division according to char-
acteristics has persevered 
throughout the ages and has 
culminated with a widely-ac-
cepted method of living, even 

in the contemporary world. 
This is displayed in our sys-
tem of education, which often 
advocates for intricate spe-
cializations. 

Although the human ten-
dency to specialize is not in-
trinsically wrong, the problem 
arises when individuals be-
little the polymath due to the 
fact that they have challenged 
the societal norm of accepting 
a “calling.” Karl Marx states in 
“The Communist Manifesto,” 

“For as soon as the distribu-
tion of labor comes into be-
ing, each man has a particular, 
exclusive sphere of activity, 
which is forced upon him and 
from which he cannot es-
cape.” Now, you do not have to 

agree with Marxist ideologies 
to tolerate the point he is put-
ting across: the corpulence of 
capitalism has strengthened 
the need for a hierarchical-
based and “monomathic” so-
ciety, where the individual 
completes a particular task 
that will ultimately benefit 
the economy. It is as if the 
average human has restricted 
themselves to a cubicle.

The truth is, we can all 
b e c o m e p o l y m a t h s . 

When debating on whether 
you should try or learn some-
thing new, ask yourself the 
following questions: Why 
not? Why should I hinder my-
self on the presumption that I 
should not even make an at-

tempt? Because I don’t have 
the talent? Nonsense!

As Jeff Goins, a writer for 
“Business Insider,” suggests, 
it is important to recognize 
that we should not be afraid to 
change mediums. For exam-
ple, many people do not know 
that Picasso also dabbled in 
the art of realism, and not just 
cubism. Even if you are obsti-
nately certain that you would 
like to pursue one passion for 
the rest of your life, do not 

over-specialize in it. All sub-
jects have divergent groups. 
Therefore, instead of focusing 
your conflagration of motiva-
tion into an intense and nar-
row beam, allow it to shine on 
many surfaces, and watch as 
those reflections enhance and 
evolve as you gain more and 
more knowledge. 

Additionally, we must take 
caution and steer away from 
getting stuck on a single pur-
suit. In Emilie Wapnick’s TED 
Talk “Why Some of Us Don’t 
Have a True Calling,” she il-
lustrates her own path to re-
alizing who she truly is, and 
how her scope of passions 
allows her to foster innova-
tive solutions to multidimen-
sional problems. If you have 
been talented in math ever 
since you were a toddler, and 
you feel like it’s your “call-
ing” and the subject in which 
you would like to major, get 
a masters, and do a doctor-
ate, then do that. Who am I 
to dictate your life choices? 
But also consider that visual 
arts course, or that astronomy 
course you might have been 
interested in as well. How will 
you ever know whether or not 
you will grow a passion for a 
subject if you have never even 
given it a chance? 

Kyle Wiens states in his 
piece “In Defense of the Poly-
maths,” that in this age of 
global technology and a wide 
access to learning materials, 
“polymath status is accessible 
to just about anyone with a 
modem, a library card, and the 
desire to learn.” You just have 
to have the spark. Take a risk, 
close your eyes, and dive in!

IRURA NYIHA

Irura Nyiha is a one-year 
Lower from Nairobi, Kenya.
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Corrections: 
Campus Comics misscredited its artist.  Arno Min ’19 created 
the comic.
A Sports photo caption misstated the rank of a Girls Cross 
Country runner. Posie Millett ’20 placed fifth.
The Phillipian regrets the errors.

The recent debate and 
confusion over Fall Term 
grading began, as most things 
do in high school, as rumor. 
Throughout the past week, 
whispers echoed in classrooms 
and floated down the paths as 
students and faculty shared 
their arguments for and specu-
lations of pass-fail grading, 
numerical grading, or some 
combination of the two evalua-
tion methods. Yet there were no 
explicit invitations for student 
feedback on a decision that 
affects us the most, nor any 
official acknowledgment of the 
deliberation itself. It was only 
late last week when students 
began to hear new rumors that 
the decision lay solely in the 
hands of Head of School John 
Palfrey, as opposed to a faculty 
vote, which many students had 
previously believed.

Those in favor of pass-fail 
grading cited an alleviation of 
additional stress as they contin-
ue to grieve and move forward 
both academically and 
emotionally. Pass-fail would 
allow students to prioritize 
other facets of their lives 
besides grades. Those support-
ive of numerical grading cited a 
sense of normalcy in returning 
to a routine at Andover. Some 
Seniors acknowledged that an 
additional term of numerical 
grades could strengthen their 
profile in anticipation of the 
college application process. 
Others advocated for a compro-

mise in which students could 
elect for pass-fail or numerical 
grading based upon their 
individual needs. Within a large 
academic community, there is 
clearly no “one-size-fits-all” 
solution, especially in our 
current situation, which calls 
for deep compassion from all.

In an all-school email sent 
Thursday morning, Palfrey 
announced that “we will use 
our usual grading system with 
numerical grades.” Such an 
important decision should rest 
in the hands of an individual in 
order to avoid division among 
students and faculty — 
especially in a time of healing — 
and we thank Palfrey for under-
taking the burden of this task. 
We must reiterate our message 
from our October 6 editorial, 
“Thank You.” Students, faculty, 
and staff cannot begin to 
fathom the stresses he is 
currently under as our Head of 
School throughout these past 
weeks. We applaud him for his 
courage and respect his 
thoughtfulness.

While we empathize with 
Palfrey, we must address the 
complications that resulted 
from how this decision was 
handled with regard to the 
student body. The lack of any 
official acknowledgment of 
potential grading changes 
contributed to confusion 
regarding his decision. 
Students and faculty were in 
the dark for over a week, 

unsure how to best proceed 
with syllabi and assessments. 
Once it became clear that 
students were in the know, an 
official email should have been 
released detailing potential 
plans and timelines.

A final decision on pass-fail 
grading influences the lives of 
both students and faculty. 
When students are kept in the 
dark and allowed to speculate, 
the separation between us and 
the “administration” — whose 
decisions have the potential to 
sway the course of our academ-
ic lives and beyond — only 
widens. Now is the time to 
break down the borders of title 
and department that prevent 
our community from practicing 
true candor.

The importance of openness 
itself is highlighted during this 
challenging period in order for 
us to best appreciate and 
consider how we move 
forward, together. Grades are 
just grades, meaningless in the 
broader context of our lives. 
Regardless of personal opinions 
on pass-fail or numerical 
grading, we must use this as an 
example on why transparency 
between students and adults is 
so important in our community; 
more communication, in any 
context, is never a bad thing.

This editorial represents the 
views of The Phillipian, vol. 
CXL.

Email srao1, azhu, and kaouga
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BEFORE I CAME TO 
Andover, I went to a 
Chinese international 

school that was 80 percent 
Asian. Later, I transferred 
to a small Mormon school 
where my brother and I were 
the only two Chinese speak-
ers. Like me, many students 
here come from different cul-
tures and have identities that 
make it difficult for them to 
feel part of the Andover com-
munity.

I first felt this reality just an 
hour after arriving on orienta-
tion day, when I discovered 
that my worldview differed 
starkly from that of my room-
mate. Though we have since 
become great friends, the ini-
tial clash of our views made 
me reluctant to get to know 
him. We are now confident 
and trusting enough in each 
other to engage in sensitive 
discussions that might other-
wise be marked as offensive or 
awkward. This is because we 
have slowly erased our iden-
tity barriers and transformed 
them into a mutual under-
standing. 

Andover should develop 
a program in which students 
work towards breaking down 
personal and cultural barriers 
they may have upon arrival, 
similar to the ones I shared 
with my roommate. This ini-
tiative would encourage the 
expression of perspectives 
and opinions without the fear 
of rejection. Such a program 
could help create a community 
of genuine acceptance where 
differences are openly aired 
and debated, not hidden and 
stigmatized.

I would like to acknowledge 
that although Andover has the 
new Empathy, Balance, and 
Inclusion (EBI) program, it 
has not been what I have de-
scribed so far.  As of now, we 
have done team building ac-
tivities and icebreakers, and 
we have discussed course 
load and stress management. 

I would like to see EBI take a 
slightly different direction in 
the future. If it does not, a new 
program would be beneficial.

Andover should implement 
a program that draws from 
both Stanford University’s Be-
yond the Line (BTL) program 
and from Northeastern Uni-
versity’s Mentors in Violence 
Prevention (MVP) program, 
which has been available to 
Lowers on campus for the past 
three years. BTL was launched 
in 2014 to enable students to 
share their different perspec-
tives in a safe context. Stu-
dents gather by dorm at an 
arranged time to participate 
in organized activities, such 

as “Agree or Disagree.” In this 
activity students are presented 
with purposefully “controver-
sial” statements, and after a 
moment of thought move to 
a designated “agree” or “dis-
agree” side of the room. This 
activity allows students to ex-
press their opinions on certain 
topics without being singled 
out, as they do not have to raise 
their hands or speak individu-
ally. The “Agree or Disagree” 
activity is also used in MVP, in 
which I am currently a partici-
pant. 

By establishing a new pro-
gram, students would engage 
in activities such as “Agree and 
Disagree” on a monthly basis. 

However, this new program 
would also differ from BTL 
and MVP in numerous ways. 
Unlike MVP, it would not only 
focus on gender-based vio-
lence prevention, but also on 
other current controversial 
issues like religion or gender 
identity. Additionally, MVP is 
voluntary and only available 
to Lowers, but the new pro-
gram should be mandatory for 
students in all grades. Finally, 
both BTL and MVP are led by 
adult mentors, but this initia-
tive should be focused on and 
led by students. If the state-
ments for the activity are gen-
erated by students, they will be 
more relatable for their peers 

in the program.                          
If this idea is implemented, 

it would impact the student 
body profoundly. It would 
give us insight on how to form 
bonds with a larger variety 
of different people. Students 
would have an easier time 
making friends from various 
political backgrounds, races, 
and cultures. This proposed 
program would help the Ando-
ver community break barriers 
to reach a point of greater mu-
tual understanding.

MY AMERICAN fa-
ther grew up with 
heroes like Neil 

Armstrong, the first man on 
the moon, and Michael Jordan, 
a basketball player and icon 
of the American dream. My 
Singaporean mother’s hero is 
the founding father of Singa-
pore, Lee Kuan Yew, who led 
a bloodless revolution to gain 
independence from British 
sovereign.

The dictionary’s definition 
of a hero is someone who per-
forms courageous acts and 
has nobility of character, 
but what does a hero 
mean to me? I know 
that my heroes are 
strong individuals 
who reach beyond 
their own needs to 
help other people. 
They are unwaver-
ing in their commit-
ment to do what is 
right, even if it is not 
the popular opinion. 
And where do I find 
my heroes? The natu-
ral place to start my 

search would be the Internet. 
However, although the Inter-
net features many great role 
models, it also has the poten-
tial to shine a light on public 
figures who should not be idol-
ized.

Last week, for example, from 
the chaos and panic of the tragic 
shooting in Las Vegas emerged 
a few extraordinary human be-
ings. Witnesses talk of fellow 
concert goers who rushed to 
help others, shielding people 
with their own bodies from 
the gunfire, plug-
ging bullet 

wounds with their fingers, and 
turning their personal vehicles 
into makeshift ambulances to 
transport the injured to nearby 
hospitals. The bravery shown 
by these people has been noted 

and praised by various media 
outlets.

Unfortunately, the ap-
preciation for these 

selfless people 

and their courageous acts is al-
most always short-lived. Sadly, 
it is Instagram stars like gun-
toting Dan Bilzerian who cast 
a longer shadow with his mil-
lions of online followers on so-
cial media. Bilzerian has been 
criticized after he posted a vid-
eo of himself running from the 
Las Vegas concert and asking 
his first responders for a gun to 
help them “fight.” Although his 
popularity may have slightly 
decreased after he published 
these videos, the worry is that 
his followers will forgive and 
forget the next time he posts 
a picture of himself with his 
muscular arm wrapped around 
a female friend.

Bilzerian, and other Insta-
gram celebrities like the Kar-
dashians, skew our definition 
of heroes daily. The Kardashi-
ans set unrealistic body stan-
dards through their posts on 
social media, and even worse, 
lie about their laser and surgi-
cal operations. This is the rea-
son why girls and women in 
our generation anxiously stay 
up late at night worrying why 
their bodies don’t look like the 
Kardashians. The media, savvy 
of the likes of Bilzerian and the 
Kardashians, befuddles our 
minds and leads us into believ-
ing that ideas such as outward 
beauty is female empowerment 
and owning guns and being 
surrounded by beautiful wom-
en defines masculinity. Against 
our better judgment, we follow 
the social media crowd and ac-
cept them as our heroes, our 
role models, and struggle to be 
like them. What we do not real-
ize is that the kings and queens 
of social media we idolize actu-
ally fill us with self-doubt and 
low self-esteem. Real heroes 
inspire us and give us hope for 
a better world.

We need to shy away from 
the mainstream and search 
within ourselves for our he-
roes. With clear articles, we 
can ask ourselves “Who do we 
want to be?” and “What are we 
passionate about?”

My passion is to help allevi-
ate suffering in others. With 
this in mind, my real heroes 
emerge: Justice Ruth Bader 
Ginsberg, who advocated abor-
tion rights for women and 
fought gender discrimination. 
Michelle Obama, the former 
First Lady, who continues to 
advocate for women’s educa-
tion with the “Let Girls Learn” 
initiative, and help American 
families fight childhood obe-
sity with the “Let’s Move” ini-
tiative. Stephen Hawking, who 
defied physical adversity to 
perform research in cosmology 

and theoretical physics.
These are some of my he-

roes. I have come to realize 
that my definition of a hero is 
not someone who is the most 
popular, or someone who has 
the most followers on Insta-
gram. My definition of a hero 
is someone who teaches me 
to reach furthaer, to look be-
yond myself, and to do my bit 
in making this world a better 
place by first making myself a 
better person.

Who Are My Heroes?

Scanned by CamScanner

MIRAYA BHAYANI

Miraya Bhayani is a Junior 
from Orchard, Singapore.

Bridging Barriers
ANDY ZENG

Andy Zeng is a New Lower 
from Palo Alto, Calif.

z.stewart/the phillipian

Real heroes 
inspire us and 

give us hope for a 
better world.

We need to shy 
away from the 

mainstream and 
search within 

ourselves for our 
heroes.

m.zhao/the phillipian
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For Zahra Albasri ’19 study-
ing in the United States had 
always been a far-fetched 
dream. Her dream, however, 
became  reality this fall when 
she matriculated at Ando-
ver and moved into her new 
dorm, Chase House.

Albasri hails from Bahrain, 
a constitutional monarchy 
which sits between Saudi Ara-
bia and Qatar on the Persian 
Gulf. The country is home 
to approximately 1.4 million 
people and has a rich trading 
economy largely based on oil. 

“I was so enchanted [by 
Andover], and I was counting 
down the days to come here. 
I wanted to study in the U.S. 
my whole life in general, but 
I thought it was just a dream… 
I can’t believe I came here,” 
said Albasri.

Albasri began her jour-
ney to Andover with the 
Crown Prince’s Interna-
tional Scholarship Program 
(CPISP), a program that be-
stows Bahraini students full 
scholarships to attend edu-
cational institutions abroad. 
Recipients range from sec-
ondary boarding school stu-
dents to post-graduates and 
are selected based on their 
“academic merit,” which is 
based on their GPA, standard-

ized testing scores, a Lead-
ership Training score, and a 
Critical Thinking score.

“I heard about Andover 
through [the] scholarship. It 
seemed like a dream to me, 
and I wanted to do anything 
to get in. The application pro-
cess was a bit stressful, as I 
was late… But it turns out, 
it’s nothing compared to the 
assignments here,” wrote Al-
brasi in an email to The Phil-
lipian.

“I [had] spent a lot of time 
in Bahrain from childhood 
watching [American] movies, 
TV series, and YouTube vid-
eos that I felt I was used to 
the culture here, so I didn’t 
experience any culture shock. 
People tend to keep to them-
selves in Bahrain… [where-
as] here, everyone says ‘hi’ 
and smiles to each other, and 
that’s something I had to ad-
just to,” she continued.

Albasri said she has felt 
homesick after leaving her 
family back in Bahrain. 

“One thing that is I’m kind 
of finding difficult is com-
municating with my family… 
because I’m a person who 
prefers communication face-
to-face, and I don’t find com-
munication through technol-
ogy enough,” said Albasri.

Albrasi is excited to ex-
plore new options and inter-

ests at Andover. 
“[I’m] definitely explor-

ing new things, going to new 
places… talking to people 
with different backgrounds 
and ideas... I want to try new 
sports now even though I’ve 
never been interested in that,” 
said Albasri.

She continued, “I’ve never 
really thought of myself as an 
extrovert [who enjoys] spend-
ing lots of time with people, 
but upon coming here, that 
changed. I like to spend more 
time with people now.”

Andreea Procopan ’19, a 
friend of Albasri, said, “Our 
talks are really interesting 
because we talk about social, 
cultural, or historical norms 
in each of our countries.”

Lindsey Whitesides, Teach-
ing Fellow in Physics and 
House Counselor in Chase 
House, appreciates Zahra’s 
engagement in the new envi-
ronment around her. White-
sides notes that Zahra is very 
observant of her surround-
ings.

“I see her in the dorm, and 
she seems to be very friend-
ly with a lot of the girls… I 
also noticed her engaging in 
a conversation with another 
student about their religions, 
and the Torah versus Zahra’s 
beliefs, so it was cool to see 
her sharing,” said Whitesides.

How Do you Write an Essay? 
with “Essay Engineering”! 

Get the competitive edge in critical thinking:  
- the Essay Engineering method for English & History essays: 

the new way that’s sophisticated & intuitive.  
- Developed during my studies at Harvard College and 

Stanford University.  
- Lesson videos online! Book coming soon!  
 
web	 www.EssayEngineering.com 
facebook  	 @EssayEngineering 
email 	 Tutor.Gene@gmail.com 

Faculty Kids Pick Pumpkins in Community Garden

Pumpkins and smiles abound-
ed as faculty children ran around 
the community garden behind 
Isham House on Tuesday, picking 
and comparing their Halloween 
pumpkin selections. Teaching fel-
lows, parents, and students from 
Isham were on-hand to assist 
with cutting, carrying, and clean-
ing the gourds by removing dirt 
and snails before passing them off 
to the children. About 25 kids at-
tended the pumpkin-picking ses-
sion, and most were between the 
ages of three- and six-years-old.

Lindsey Whitesides, Teaching 
Fellow in Physics, who assisted 
with the event, said, “It’s so cute 
to see kids excited about a pump-
kin. There was one kid who was 
talking to his friend and he was 
like, ‘My pumpkin’s bigger than 
your pumpkin’ and she was like, 
‘No mine’s the biggest. It’s a hun-
dred million times bigger’...  At 
the end with all of the kids and 
all of their pumpkins, it was just 
really cute seeing them all there 
and excited.”

Kyrie Paulson, daughter of Me-
gan Paulson, Instructor in Histo-
ry and Social Sciences, said that 
her favorite part of the pumpkin 
picking event was eating candy 
after searching the community 
garden for tiny pumpkins. 

She said, “I picked two pump-
kins, [they were] yellow… [and] 

orange. I eat candy and drank ap-
ple cider.” 

The event was organized by 
Lilia Cai-Hurteau, Chair of the 
Chinese and Japanese Depart-
ments. Cai-Hurteau and her fam-
ily have been planting pumpkin 
seeds in the community garden 
for several years, but in many of 
the pumpkins have been eaten by 
deer in the past. This year, with 
a bigger yield of around forty 
pumpkins, Cai-Hurteau decided 
to invite faculty families to bring 
their wagons and share in the 
wealth. 

Cai-Hurteau said, “This is our 
third year... [growing pumpkins], 
so it’s becoming a little tradi-
tion now. It’s just really nice, the 
adults are super appreciative just 
to have this fun thing where the 
kids can be together and get their 
pumpkins… It’s just a cute event 
for everyone to be together. This 
year was the first year we start-
ed involving students because so 
many families were coming and 
so many children were coming.”

This year, Cai-Hurteau asked 
participating families to help 
plant pumpkin seeds after they 
finished picking in order to re-
grow the patch for next year. Pe-
ter Dignard, Assistant Dean of 
Admissions, has applied for an 
Abbot Grant in the hopes of re-
ceiving funding to expand the 
community garden in future 
years.

STAFF REPORT

grade girl at a sleepover, you’re 
going to get that question: 
‘Well, who’s your crush?’ I nev-
er felt like I had a crush, but I 
never knew that I didn’t have 
one. I always had a name to say, 
and it was always an attractive 
boy, but I didn’t feel very genu-
ine about it. I thought that was 
normal — that I wasn’t sup-
posed to feel genuine about it,” 
Berger said during the panel.

Throughout high school, 
Berger knew that she was not 
attracted to boys. Instead of 
realizing her identity, howev-
er, she began to detach herself 
from general sexuality. As a se-
nior, Berger did not attend her 
school prom because she did 
not want to have a date or go 
alone.

“It all came together when 
it came to Senior Prom... At 
the time I felt really left out, 
but when I finally decided I 
wouldn’t go to prom, it was 
kind of a relief. I didn’t have to 
force myself to pretend to be 
this person that I wasn’t,” said 
Berger.

Max Rigby-Hall ’18 and 
Breyanna Watson ’18 appre-
ciated the inspiring nature of 
“coming out stories” to stu-
dents who are questioning 
their own sexual orientation.

“I think for me it’s nice to 
hear [LGBTQIA+] people of 
the older generation tell their 

stories. As an openly gay stu-
dent, I feel that it’s easy to 
take for granted how liberal 
our campus is and how lib-
eral the world is becoming, 
slowly. Hearing the stories 
of those who came before us 
and the reason that we get to 
be so openly proud is inspir-
ing. It keeps me grounded 
and reminds me of where the 
[LGBTQIA+] community came 
from,” said Rigby-Hall.

Watson said, “[Events like 
this one] are really important 
in boarding schools because 
students are able to learn that 
there are faculty members here 
who have been in the same sit-
uation, and also other teachers 
that are here to support them 
through the whole process. 
Also, it is comforting to find 
out about all the resources and 
people they can go to if they 
are feeling down.” 

Emily Sanchez ’18 said that 
events similar to this help 
the students and faculty see 
the size and strength of the 
LGBTQIA+ community at An-
dover.

“It is definitely really help-
ful to see all this representa-
tion in our school, especially… 
for our younger students to 
establish the basis that we do 
have a strong community of 
faculty members that are go-
ing to support you no matter 
what,” said Sanchez.

Community Members Come 
Together to Discuss Why 

“Coming Out Still Matters”

Continued  from A1, Col. 5

Zahra Albasri ’19: “I Can’t Believe I Came Here”

MARGOT HUTCHINS

Coming to Andover was Albasri’s first time in the U.S. 
E.SCHEER/THE PHILLIPIAN

Mari Ramos and Kyrie Paulsen sit with their new pumpkins.
COURTESTY OF LILIA CAI-HURTEAU



October 13, 2017 T h e  P h i l l i p i a n NEWS A5

Dan Nakajima ’18, a beloved 
member of the Andover com-
munity known for his wry smile, 
contagious laugh, and kind spir-
it, passed away on September 26, 
as announced by Head of School 
John Palfrey at an All-School 
Meeting the following morning. 
Originally from Brookline, Mass., 
Dan Nakajima moved to Andover 
to start his Junior year as a day 
student. He was 17 years old.

“Dan was the kind of leader 
who never needed and wanted to 
draw attention to himself; he led 
quietly, gently, and with his whole 
heart through his actions,” said 
Monique Cueto-Potts, Director 
of Community Engagement, in a 
message from the Office of Com-
munity Engagement.

From an early age, Dan  
Nakajima exhibited a love for 
building and tinkering with tech-
nology, according to his parents, 
Heidi Nakajima and Dave Per-
reault. In his family home, he had 
a lab space reserved for building 
electromechanical devices, such 
as a DC motor or Doppler radar 
system. 

This fascination with assem-
bling and experimenting with 
hardware and mechanics was ev-
idence of a broader intellectual 
fearlessness in Nakajima, accord-
ing to Perreault, who recalls an in-
cident in which ten-year-old Dan 
Nakajima installed a dual-boot op-
erating system on a new Macbook 
using a Windows installation disc 
he had stolen from his father’s 
closet.

“I wouldn’t even imagine he’d 
even have the notion of what an 
operating system was, never mind 

being able to boot Windows to 
play Windows games. He was very 
fearless about trying out ideas and 
pursuing them that way,” said  
Perrault.

In addition to his love of both 
computer hardware and soft-
ware, Dan Nakajima was known 
among friends for his love of art, 
music, and athletics. He began 
playing basketball in the fourth 
grade, eventually moving up to a 
national championship-winning 
Amateur Athletic Union team in 
middle school, according to Heidi 
Nakajima. A committed member 
of Andover’s Spring Track and 
Field “jump squad,” as well as the 
JV and Cluster Basketball teams, 
one of Dan Nakajima’s favorite 
pastimes was participating in 
and watching sports events with 
friends.

Jake Zanazzi ’18 said, “He was 
a big Patriots fan, and I was a big 
Giants fan. I didn’t notice this 
until a couple of days ago when I 
was going through our texts, but 
I noticed a pattern. Most of our 
conversations began with him 
texting me after a Giants loss, 
asking me if I still thought Eli  
Manning was elite, or just sarcas-
tically asking ‘How’d those Giants 
do this week?’”

“I remember seeing Dan ris-
ing up to save the game for the 
Andover JV Basketball team 
against [Phillips Exeter Acade-
my], last game of the season, last 
play, blocking the final shot. Mob 
scene. Happy times. Months later, 
Dan was hunched over his laptop 
screen in the Bulfinch hallway… 
his two coaches, O’Connor and 
Kane, saw him, approached and 
joked with him about that blocked 
shot. What impressed and pleased 

them most was how Dan beamed 
back at them, transformed, grati-
fied by the vividness of their recol-
lection and the amplitude of their 
appreciation of him,” said Greg 
Wilkin, Instructor in English and 
Dan Nakajima’s advisor, in a eulo-
gy at his memorial service Sunday.

In an email to The Phillipian, 
Fred Pan ’18 said, “When the day 
students play during our Friday 
night pickup games, Dan and I 
were often the last ones to leave 
the gym. Each time we decided to 
stay, we always played one-on-one 
matches. No score was kept. We 
just kept going at each other past 
the point of exhaustion, telling 
each other to work on a specific 
area of our game. After each game, 
I’d ask him how he was holding up 
and if he wanted to play another. 
He always shot back that grin of 
his and said, ‘Of course.’ ”

Described by Cueto-Potts as 
the “embodiment of Non Sibi,” 
Dan Nakajima eventually moved 
from JV Basketball to Cluster 
Basketball in order to focus on his 
work as Co-Coordinator of the 
Coding Circle community engage-
ment program, where he taught 
elementary school students how 
to code. 

“We know just from everything 
he told us that he really valued 
that a lot. In fact, that was one of 
the reasons he skipped targeting 
the varsity kind of things because 
it would have interfered with that. 
He had to make a judgment there 
as to what was important to him, 
so we know it was pretty import-
ant because he generally loved 
playing sports,” said Perreault.

“He loved [participating in 
Coding Circle], and he liked fo-
cusing on certain kids that real-

ly got excited about coding and 
would just be waiting for him at 
the door at every class wanting to 
learn something new,” said Heidi  
Nakajima. 

According to Perrault and  
Heidi Nakajima, Dan was a re-
spectful caregiver to his grandpar-
ents while they temporarily lived 
with the family because of his 
grandfather’s Alzheimer’s disease. 
Dan was an active member of the 
Alzheimer’s Foundation of Ameri-
ca’s Andover chapter. He was also 
a caring and loving friend, often 
going above and beyond to sup-
port those he cared about. 

“So Dan and I became re-
ally close running track… One 
Wednesday, Dan and I went to 
McDonald’s to avoid the Wednes-
day Paresky Commons lunch. We 
didn’t know, however, that we 
had conditioning practice that 
day. So we get to the track and are 
forced to run sprints, cramping in 
the process. After practice, Dan 
stayed with me in the bathroom as 
I threw up the chicken nuggets,” 
said Alex Ciccia ’18

In an email to The Phillipian, 
Patrick Doheny ’18 said, “A few 
weeks ago, I sat down to lunch 
with Dan and a few other guys. 
I was eating a kimchi pork belly 
wild rice bowl when I began to get 
roasted for my meal choice. I had 
anticipated this, as my meal deci-
sions often amuse my friends. But 
then, from the corner of the table, 
I heard someone say, ‘Patrick, that 
Asian food is too nice.’ Of course, 
it was Dan. It was classic Dan, the 
dry delivery, the genuine and kind 
tone, and (obviously) the love of 
food. It wouldn’t have offended 
me in the least if he had joined 
in on the roast. But he didn’t, be-

cause that was Dan.”
Above all, Dan was recognized 

by members of the community for 
his kindness and generosity. 

“Dan was one of the greatest 
people that I have ever had the 
chance to meet. The good memo-
ries that I have of him are endless. 
He has changed me for the bet-
ter. He was a great programmer, 
a great ball player, and above all a 
great friend,” said Pan.

A service was held in Dan  
Nakajima’s memory in Cochran 
Chapel on Sunday, October 8. 

978-975-1230
733 Turnpike St.
North Andover

Captain Pizza

Any sandwich, chips, and 
a 12  ounce soda for

$16.99 For 2 Pizzas
Special: 

Mediterranean Foods

$8.95

Reporting by Gwen Robinson

Robinson, who went on the 
South Africa and Arts trip, 
said, “I think one of the big-
gest things I brought back is 
the new sense and idea of what 
a community means. I learned 
so much about being with each 
other and feeding off of each 
other and loving each other. I 
learned to cherish the commu-
nity that we are in and the com-
munity that I traveled with, so 
just what community means 
really changed a lot of me.”

Yeetang Kwok ’20 said that 
the ASM made him realize how 
students can benefit in differ-
ent ways from the program.

Kwok said, “I was intrigued 
by how the program was not 
just about learning another 
language or another culture 
but that it [also] taught many 
other skills as well. One exam-
ple I really liked was the as-
pect of building a community 
through the program that some 
of the students on stage men-
tioned.” 

Itzelt Reyes ’19 said she 
was moved by an activity at 

the beginning of ASM when 
Muñoz-Fernández asked stu-
dents who were born in or had 
spent significant time in areas 
outside the United States to 
stand up.

“Regarding the actual pre-
sentation, it is truly beautiful 
how curious and yearning the 
[LITW] participants were. It 
makes one conscious of how 
we’re surrounded by cultural-
ly-competent peers... All in all, 
I felt an incredible sense of be-
longing to the [Andover] com-
munity,” she said. 

Senior Boat Cruise Reactions

NEWS IN BRIEF
•	 The Robotics Club hosted a live demonstra-

tion in the library, where club members and 
visitors from other schools exhibited their 
robots.

•	 Sunday saw a return of the animal therapy 
group Barn Babies. For three hours, commu-
nity members could interact with baby barn 
animals, including a potbellied pig, chicks, 
ducklings, and a diapered goat.

•	 Denice Frohman, an award-winning poet 
and writer, performed spoken-word poetry in 
Kemper Auditorium on Saturday. Frohman’s 
work explores the intersections of race, gen-
der, and sexuality and draws heavily from her 
background as a multicultural, queer woman.

•	 A panel discussion on Jack Kerouac and the 
French in Massachusetts was held in the 
Freeman Room of Paresky Commons on 
Friday night. The discussion was moderated 
by Gene Hughes, Instructor in French, and 
featured two visiting professors.

•	 Over the long weekend, Head of School John 
Palfrey P’21 took students off campus for 
dinner on Saturday and Sunday. On Friday 
morning, Palfrey also brought a group of 
students of all grades up the Bell Tower, an 
activity usually reserved for Seniors.

Student Panel Speaks for Learning in the World

Continued  from A1, Col. 4

Clementene Clayton ’18
The highlight was when I had this one moment in which 

I was standing on top, and watching the entire harbor 
and being surrounded by other people from my class and 
most of my friends. I thought it was a cool to be able to 
be solely with your class and having this fun experience 

together. 

Molly Katarincic ’18
The location was really cool, and it was really beautiful. 

The weather was great; it was a nice breeze, and you 
could see the Boston skyline the whole time, which was 

really pretty… My favorite thing was just having fun with 
my friends and putting aside the stresses of Senior Fall to 

just dance and have fun with my grade.

Akane Gonda ’18
This event actually made me feel like I was a senior. 

Before I came here, I never thought that senior year was 
this exciting and it was what everybody was looking 

forward to. I’m starting to figure out why everyone was 
so excited about the senior walk.

Max Vale ’18 

I thought it was kind of like the Upper Spring Fling plus danc-
ing because a lot of what we were doing [was very similar]. 

There [were] free drinks, a lot of photos taken because every-
one was dressed up nice, great music and... a lot of dancing. 

[The boat had] three levels, and we would go all the way up to 
the top level [which was] open air [where] the music was blast-
ing… Everyone was taking pictures all over the place, so every 

five seconds you would see someone’s flash go off.

Emelie Eldracher ’18
 

I absolutely loved [the Senior Cruise]. I thought that it 
was just a really great way for all the Seniors to be able to 
get together and really have an amazing time. It was so 
nice to see everyone dressed up — I think we don’t get 
to do that very often. Just to see everyone having such 
a night, looking beautiful and feeling just amazing [in] 

their pretty dresses or whatever they chose to wear.

A digital art piece by Dan
Nakajima, Class of 2018, entitled 
“One More.”

COURTESY OF HEIDI NAKAJIMA

In Memory of Dan Nakajima ’18

STAFF REPORT
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PHOTO ILLUSTRATION: R.PREM
Captain Grace Rademacher ’18 has run on Girls Cross Country for four years.
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YK ’19 is an average fencer

After pulling away from the 
pack in the middle of the race, 
Michaela Jones ’18 ran across 
the finish line, well ahead of 
her competition, to claim first 
place in Andover Girls Cross 
Country’s dual-meet against 
Choate.

With an 18-43 win against 
Choate in its first dual-meet 
of the season, Andover Girls 
Cross Country has a 1-0 re-
cord. 16 of the 25 Andover run-
ners ran their best times of the 
season. 

To score cross country rac-
es, the placings of a team’s top 
five runners are combined to 
form a team score. The team 
with the lowest score wins. 
For example, if a team secures 
the top five spots in a race, its 
score will be 15, making Ando-
ver’s 18-point aggregate score  
nearley perfect.

Following Jones, Andover’s 
top racers were newcomer 

Molly MacQueen ’21 and Alisa 
Crueger-Cain ’20.

According to Jones, each 
runner had a positive mental-
ity and never stopped fighting 
for better times in the race. 

New team member Yuping 
Zhu ’21 said, “Even though I’d 
never tried [Cross Country] 
before, everyone is supportive. 
[My first meet] felt good. Ev-
eryone did well and gave a re-
ally good performance. All the 
girls should be very proud of 
themselves. I think it’ll be an 
exciting season for all of us.” 

One aspect of the team that 
has affected all the runners 
from rookies to veterans is the 
team spirit, according to Zhu. 

“It’s very welcoming and a 
great community to be in, no 
matter your skill level, The 
team spirit is really there, and 
it feels like a family,” said Zhu.

This weekend Andover will 
face St. Paul’s. 

NICHOLAS BUEHLER

Four Wins Extend Undefeated Record

Just two and half minutes 
into overtime against Tabor 
Academy, Emily Batchelor ’19 
netted the ball off a penalty cor-
ner to secure a 2-1 win. Andover 
Field Hockey went on to win 
8-0 against Choate, 4-2 against 
Brooks, and 2-1 against Milton. 
The team’s record now stands at 
8-0.  

Andover’s success in all four 
games can be attributed to its 
ability to work as a team, accord-
ing to Kelly McCarthy ’19. 

“[What helps us with our suc-
cess] would have to be our to-
getherness. Everyone strives to 
work their hardest for the team 
and I admire my teammates for 
always giving it their all in every 
practice and game for each oth-
er,” said McCarthy. 

After relying heavily on each 
other during its overtime game 
against Tabor, Andover had in-
credible success against Cho-
ate. The team’s eight goals were 
scored by six different players, 
including Brooke Keough ’19, 
who scored two of the four goals 
during the second half. 

“Seeing how [Keough] worked 
relentlessly to get the ball into 
our offensive zone helped keep 
up our energy as a team. Seeing 
your teammate work that hard 
makes you want to do the same,” 
said McCarthy. 

Defensive play was also cru-
cial, according to Linda Bibeau 
’20 and Lily Rademacher ’21. 
Goalkeeper Alexa Matses ’18 had 
12 saves that were pivotal for An-

dover’s win against Brooks. 
“[Brooks] had a really hard 

pass straight into the middle of 
the circle and [Matses] sprinted 
from one goal post to the other 
and dove to block the shot. She 
really saved us that game. It was 
because of her that we got to take 
home the win,” said Rademach-
er.  

Against Milton, tight defense 
and strong goalie play allowed 
for Andover to maintain its one 
point lead. Throughout all four 
games, the team has scored eight 
of its 16 goals off of penalty cor-
ners. 

“We [were] doing well with 
capitalizing on our offensive 
corners, and switching fields to 
open up space and lead to fast 
break,” said Bibeau. 

Andover’s four wins have 
continued the team’s undefeated 
season. 

“I think [our games this week] 
really proved what kind of a 
team we are trying to be this fall: 
one that not only tries to be the 
very best on the field, but off the 
field as well,” said Rademacher. 

Andover will play St. Paul’s 
away on Saturday. 

FIELDHOCKEY

MIA CHEUNG

GIRLSSOCCER

Girls Split Games Against 
Choate and Brooks

Out of the three goals scored 
for Andover Girls Soccer in its 
past two games, two were scored 
by Anna Hurley ’21. Hurley’s 
goals assisted Andover in its 2-0 
win against Brooks this Wednes-
day. Andover suffered a 2-1 loss 
last Saturday against Choate, 
however, putting its season re-
cord at 3-3-1.

Hurley has become a vital as-
set for Andover despite being a 
newcomer to the team and tak-
ing on a different position than 
she is used to playing.

“I’ve really been working 
hard on my own to try to under-
stand the wing position a lot bet-
ter. I’m finding that my running 
patterns have really been help-
ing me out because I’m finding 
that I’m open a lot more. I think 
that was really what the goal was 
due to [last Saturday],” said Hur-
ley.

Against Brooks, Andover dis-
played its cohesiveness by work-
ing as a team to move the ball.

Madison Bourassa ’20 said, “I 

think that it was a team effort, 
and that it starts with the goalie. 
We just worked our way up the 
field as a unit, and we will even-
tually score off things from cor-
ners and free-kicks.”

While Andover displayed 
similar teamwork and put up a 
strong effort against Choate, the 
opposition’s athletes had physi-
cal strengths that overpowered 
those of Andover’s girls, accord-
ing to Hurley.

Hurley said, “I think a lot of 
what [Choate] had [on Satur-
day] was just physical strength 
[and] size. It’s [going to] happen. 
We’re a young team. Sometimes 
you just have to take the loss, but 
I think everybody really fought 
hard.”

As Choate’s girls consistently 
used their size to their advan-
tage, Andover’s energy quickly 
drained in the first half, leaving 
them exhausted in the second.

“After a hard fought first half 
and defensive battle, the girls’ 
energy gradually decreased, 
which ultimately led to their 
loss,” said Head Coach Lisa Joel. 
“I think we need to improve on 
our final third play and create 
more opportunities to score.”

Looking to next week, the 
team hopes to work on creating 
more opportunities to take ad-
vantage of their strengths, and 
ultimately the game, according 
to Coach Joel. 

Andover will face off against 
St. Paul’s this Saturday.

HANNA WU
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Girls Cross Country 
Score 18 Points in Dominant 

Win Over Choate
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Coach Domina Works to Inspire Life-Long Passion for Running

Originally from Westwood, 
Mass., Head Coach Jeff Domina 
has been coaching Andover Boys 
Cross Country for 19 years and 
has been the head coach since 
2010. Although he did not run 
cross country as a child, Coach 
Domina played soccer and was 
an avid runner. 

According to Coach Domina, 
he enjoys cross country because 
of its combination of fitness, the 
opportunity to be in nature, and 
the social aspect of the team.

“I enjoy just being with the 
kids and being out for a run. 
There are so many beautiful 
trails in Andover, so we can sort 
of run down the road and be off 
on trails for miles. I love being 
outside, I love to run for a long 
time, I love to be out on trails and 
all of that,” said Coach Domina. 

Coach Domina’s coaching 
method involves runners setting 
and achieving goals, as well as 
having designated workout days 
and rest days.

Harrison Wilson ’20 said, “I 
have found that Coach Domina’s 

teaching and coaching philos-
ophy is oriented on two work-
outs a week, and the other two 
are rest days [or] long runs. I’ve 
found that that structure is very 
effective in really increasing 
speed, but still having ample re-
covery time.”

“Because he has been coach-
ing for as long as he has, he has 
a lot of experience with racing 
tactics and overall general guide-
lines about what to eat before a 
race and how much water you 
should be drinking and a lot of 
tips that help new athletes and 
returners keep learning as they 
are on the team,” continued Wil-
son.

Coach Domina also encourag-
es his athletes to develop train-
ing plans based on their specific 
skill levels and their goals for the 
season. 

“The most important thing I 
have learned from Coach [Domi-
na] is probably about training at 
your skill level. He is really good 
about helping everyone work 
off what they already have, and 
I think that’s really important. 
It’s not ‘don’t push yourself ’ but 

[rather] ‘make sure that you’re 
training your skill level,’ ” said 
Jack O’Neil ’19. 

In addition to the wisdom he 
has passed down to his players, 
Coach Domina has also impacted 
the team through his kindness, 
caring spirit, and ability to make 
practices fun, according to Cap-
tain Giacomo Marino ’18.

Marino said, “He is a really 
nice and caring guy. He connects 
with everyone on the team from 
the training group through varsi-
ty. I think the main thing is that 
he really cares about everyone. I 
think he is really good at helping 
us set goals and looking towards 
the end of the season and the 
next years.”

Additionally, Coach Domina 
has taught the team to persevere 
regardless of circumstance or 
weather conditions, according to 
O’Neil.

“When it’s raining, he’ll ask 
the team, ‘What’s wrong with 
running in the rain?’, and the 
whole team is supposed to re-
spond, ‘Nothing!’. We don’t re-
ally take days off running when 
it’s raining, and that’s something 

that is sort of a joke with the 
team because he really empha-
sizes that it’s important to train 
when you don’t really feel like 
training,” said O’Neil.

According to Coach Domina, 
his proudest moments as a coach 
are when he sees his runners 
push themselves and face their 
challenges head-on.

Coach Domina said, “My 
fondest memory is probably not 
a specific single memory, but a 
category of memories where I 
see runners reach some sort of 
milestone or mark some kind 
of progress with a great race — 
whether it be a personal record 
or finishing a race for the first 
time if it is a new kid or some sort 
of competitive success with a big 
win or contributing to a cham-
pionship. Just those moments 
where you can really see the cul-
mination of the runner’s efforts 
and work over the course of the 
season.”

According to Coach Domina, 
his goal this season is for each 
member of the team to discover 
a lifelong love of running. Ad-
ditionally, he hopes that all the 

runners on the team find indi-
vidual and group success.

Coach Domina said, “Our pri-
mary goal as a team is always 
happy, healthy running for every 
kid, from the newest kid in the 
training group up through the 
top of the varsity [team]. Another 
goal is to compete as well as we 
can and to win at Interschols.”

GIGI GLOVER

BOYSCROSSCOUNTRY

Head Coach Feature

Marino ’18 Leads by Example to Motivate Runners of All Levels

Despite having joined An-
dover Boys Cross Country just 
last year, Captain Giacomo 
Marino ’18 has proven him-
self to be a force both on and 
off the trails. As a Junior, he 
joined the indoor track team 
in the winter and continued to 
compete in track and field in 
the spring.

Though he didn’t originally 
come to Andover as a runner, 
Marino cites John Gordon ’15, 
his indoor track team captain, 
as his inspiration for continu-
ing with running. 

Marino said, “My indoor 
track captain my [Junior] year, 
John Gordon... got me into 
running and I admired him a 
lot… I think he was kind of the 
reason I did outdoor [track] 
and stuck with running, so he’s 
probably one of the biggest in-
spirations for me.”

According to Head Coach 
Jeff Domina, Marino compen-
sates for his later introduction 
to the sport with a rigorous 
training regimen and his abil-
ity to reach his goals. 

Domina said, “He is one of 
our very top runners. He trains 
incredibly hard and races so 
well.”

Marino said, “[I love running 
because] it helps me think. It 
helps me sort out things and 
get through tough times, so 
that’s why I love running. It 
is also because of the people. I 

love the people on the team. I 
love the guys I run with.”

As the captain of the team, 
Marino leads by example 
during practice and workouts, 
and constantly encourages his 
teammates to be the best run-
ners they can be, according to 
Coach Domina.

Domina said, “He primarily 
encourages his teammates by 
example with what he brings to 
his own training, to our work-
outs as a team, to his races, and 
also his attention to the work 
of the other kids. He notes oth-
er kids who do a great job on 
a run or in a workout, and he 
says something about it. He is 
verbally supportive and, again, 
not just for the Varsity kids, 
but for the other kids who are 
just beginning to make their 
way in the sport.”

Jack O’Neil ’19 said, “If it is a 
tough meet or a tough practice, 
he is really good about getting 
the team through that.”

After Andover finished sev-
enth in 2015 and lost many of 
its best runners that year, the 
team managed to clinch sec-
ond place at Interschols last 
year.

“I think it was really cool 
to see different people step up 
and really fill the gaps of the 
people who had left. We lost 
two really strong runners who 
weren’t Seniors from the pre-
vious year, so I think probably 
coming in second that race and 
seeing everyone’s hard work 

pay off was really awesome,” 
said Marino.

Marino is a strong captain 
because of his ability to con-
nect with people, no matter 
their running level, according 
to Domina.

“I think his strengths are his 
work ethic, his attentiveness 
to his fellow runners, and his 
ability to motivate them to do 
their best — individually and 
as members of the team,” said 
Domina.

Marino said, “I try to pass 
on that running is tough a lot 
of the time, and sometimes it 
can feel like, if you get injured 
or if you’re not having a good 
race, that it is not paying off… 
If you stick with it, you will see 
the improvement and that you 
will eventually be successful. 
Even if you’re not the fastest 
guy on the team, you will see 
that you are improving.”

This season, Marino hopes 
to be an effective leader for 
the beginner runners and JV 
athletes while also inspiring 
his teammates and fostering an 
overall love for running.

Marino said, “My goal as a 
captain is to be a leader to ev-
eryone on the team. Our JV and 
Varsity guys practice together, 
and this season I want to try to 
continue to get to know every-
one, make sure that everyone 
is involved, and do what I can 
to inspire and get everyone to 
love cross country as much as 
I do.” 

GIGI GLOVER

Captain Feature

All-American Alex Fleury ’20 Contributes Speed and Positivity

Although only in his second 
year at Andover, Alex Fleury ’20 
has proved to be a crucial mem-
ber of the Andover Boys Cross 
Country team, with his consis-
tent top finishes and positive 
attitude. Fleury began running 
competitively in sixth grade 
on the North Andover Middle 
School track team, while still 
playing soccer. In eighth grade, 
Fleury made the switch to cross 
country.

In his Junior year at Andover, 
Fleury was a tri-varsity athlete 
and had an impressive year on 
the Boys Cross Country team, as 
well as on the Indoor and Out-
door Track & Field teams. Fl-
eury attended the New Balance 
Nationals for ninth graders in 
both the winter and spring last 
year. In the spring, Fleury placed 
sixth with a time of 4:29 minutes 
in the one-mile race, receiving 
the title of Freshman All-Amer-
ican. Fleury’s success was an ex-
citing moment for the entire An-
dover team, who watched him 
compete at the national race all 
the way from home.

“The entire cross country 
team and distance squad was 
watching the live stream on the 
New Balance Nationals web-
site, and we were all going wild. 
Watching Fleury move up on the 
leader’s shoulder with 200 me-
ters to go was probably one of 
the most exciting moments I re-
member in [Andover cross coun-
try] history,” said Jacob Buehler 
’19.

This year, Fleury has con-
tinued his success on the cross 
country team, using his speed 
from track to pass other run-
ners at the end of the race with a 
burst, according to Buehler. 

“Fleury relies on his speed to 
finish races well. He has a great 
final sprint which allows him to 
pull away at the end of his rac-
es. At the New Balance Nation-
als Outdoor Championships this 
June, for instance, he used his fi-
nal sprint to make an aggressive 
move toward the leader during 
the final lap of the Freshman 
Mile,” said Buehler.

Fleury is known not only for 
his impressive speed but also for 
his optimistic attitude, constant 
encouragement, and dedication 
to the sport, according to his 
teammates.

Harrison Wilson ’20 wrote in 
an email to The Phillipian, “Alex 
as a teammate is overall an ex-
tremely dedicated cross coun-
try runner and supports every-
one on the team. Whether it be 
words of encouragement during 
a workout or talking about race 
strategy, he always offers his 
own advice to others.”

“The [cross country] team 
environment is pretty relaxing 
overall, and Alex adds to this 
environment, usually joking 
around before practice. Keep-
ing it pretty stress-free allows 
the team to not overthink an up-
coming workout or run, making 
it so we can focus very intense-
ly when we need to during the 
workout,” said Wilson.

Jake DiAdamo ’21 wrote in 
an email to The Phillipian, “The 

only way to describe Alex as a 
runner would be extremely ded-
icated. He’s willing to put in the 
work and it shows when he rac-
es. As a teammate, Alex seems 
very humble. He never puts oth-
er runners down for not being as 
fast. Something he adds to the 
environment [of the team] is a 
sense of work ethic. Alex makes 
everyone on the team want to be 
better.”

Buehler said, “Fleury is very 
optimistic and brings a great 
positive attitude to practice. 
He’s a great influence for the 
team and I think he adds an in-
tense drive to succeed as well as 
inspires us to succeed as well. 
Even as a Lower, he’s already 
proven himself to be an irre-
placeable member of the team, 
both from a scoring standpoint 
and from a community stand-
point.”

Fleury credits Captain Giaco-
mo Marino ’18 for being a source 
of inspiration to him and push-
ing him to train harder, to im-
prove as a runner.  

Fleury said, “Giacomo is al-
ways putting in work and is such 
a good role model and athlete. 
That is inspiring for me, but I 
also want to be just as good as 
him. It is going to be hard to fill 
his shoes when he leaves next 
year, but I am going to do my 
best to do that… He inspires me 
to have a passion for the sport 
like he does and to be dedicated 
like he is to push himself.”

With Fleury as one of its top 
runners, Andover is hopeful for 
a successful remainder of the 
season.

LINDA BIBEAU

Athlete of the Week
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Coach Domina’s cross country 
career began with coaching. 
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Captain Giacomo Marino ’18 began running cross country last year.
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Alex Fleury ’20 runs for Andover Cross Country, and both Winter and 
Spring Tranck & Field.
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Water Polo Wins Despite Missing Players

Goalie Thomas Glover ’18 
blocked the ball and passed 
it directly to Eric Osband ’19, 
who completed the fast break 
with a goal. Andover Boys Wa-
ter Polo went on to win 13-7 
against Choate on Saturday. 
The team’s season record now 
stands at 7-1. 

Going into the game, Ando-
ver was confident that it would 
be able to win against Choate, 
especially under the leadership 
of Head Coach Dan O’Shea, ac-
cording to Neil Simpson ’19. 

“We showed up knowing 
it was going to be a good day, 
so we basically focused in and 
just [worked hard]. We were 
a bit short on numbers this 
weekend, but Coach [O’ Shea] 
did a great job with substitu-
tions to keep everyone fresh,” 
said Simpson.

The game started off in-
tensely, and the teams were 
tied 3-3 after the first quar-
ter. The team picked itself up, 
however, and accumulated a 
four-goal lead at halftime, with 
a score of 7-3. In both the sec-
ond and fourth quarters, An-
dover shut Choate’s offense 
out, allowing no goals.

“Glover was extremely suc-
cessful during this game. With 
a 13:20 block ratio, he was able 

to [dominate in] his new po-
sition as deep-end goalie be-
cause our [usual deep-end] 
goalie was not able to play this 
weekend [due to a concus-
sion],” said Co-Captain Nate 
Smith ’18.

Due to the long weekend, as 
well as some injuries, Ando-
ver was missing some players 
and therefore brought up a JV 
player, Douglas Yang ’20. 

“My first varsity game was 
amazing. On offense, we had 
incredible coordination in 
moving the ball down the pool 
and setting up in umbrella of-
fense. We had excellent press-
es, crashes, and steals that 
helped us gain possession and 
ultimately win the game. Over 
the course of the game, I have 
learnt a lot of offensive and 
defensive strategies from my 
teammates,” said Yang. 

Despite the team’s strong 
performance, it will continue 
to work hard in order to main-
tain its spot as the first seed in 
the playoffs, according to Sam 
Donchi ’20.

Donchi said, “Even though 
[Choate’s] team was not as 
strong as ours, which was re-
flected in the statistics, we 
were able to keep our compo-
sure and still play well. There 
are many things we should 
fix and work on, but I am still 
pretty happy with our perfor-
mance on Saturday against 
Choate.”

Andover will play Loomis 
Chaffee away on Saturday. 

MATHIS WEBER

BOYSWATERPOLO

Seven Finishers in Top 10

Andover Boys Cross Country 
secured seven of the top ten fin-
ishes during its home opener last 
Saturday and ultimately earned a 
24-36 victory against Choate.

Head Coach Jeff Domina said, 
“I’m always proud of the team 
for racing hard without ever los-
ing sight of their respect for the 
sport and for their opponents. I 
would have liked to have seen a 
tighter spread between our first 
and seventh finishers in the var-
sity race.”

Andover’s entire varsity squad 
finished the race in under 18 
minutes. A second place finish 
by Alex Fleury ’20, with a time of 
16:36 minutes, helped lead Ando-
ver to its victory. Max Yang ’20, 
Nathan Goldthwaite ’18, Spen-
cer Davis ’18, Sam Tobin ’18 and 
Harrison Wilson ’20 finished in 
fourth through eighth place with 
times of 17:09 minutes, 17:22 
minutes, 17:30 minutes, 17:33 
minutes, and 17:50 minutes, re-
spectively.

Other Andover finishers in-
cluded Anthony Minickiello ’20, 
Jack O’Neil ’19, and David Co-
hen ’18, who finished in times of 
18:02 minutes, 19:21 minutes, and 
19:43 minutes, placing tenth, six-
teenth, and seventeenth, respec-
tively.

Fleury wrote in an email to 
The Phillipian, “When this team 
runs at home, we are unbeat-
able. We know our course so 
well and we have become excel-
lent at running it efficiently and 
quickly. Additionally, seeing the 
familiar surroundings as we run 
through the Andover campus 
creates a sense of home while we 
are running. Finally, the numer-
ous amount of friendly faces we 
see cheering us on as we run is 
the icing on the cake.”

Each runner has his own indi-
vidual strategies to running, but 
at the end of the day, the common 
strategy for the team is pack-run-
ning, according to Fleury.

Fleury wrote, “We like to do 
group running. At practice, we 
run in groups based on perfor-
mance, and at meets we aim to 
run with the other kids we have 
been practicing with.”

“I love how tight this team is. 
We look out for each other, and I 
think that team strength is going 
to be the factor that sets us apart 
from our competition. Although 
I am primarily a middle distance 
runner during the track seasons, 
running cross country is a great 
way to train with the rest of the 
guys,” said Goldthwaite.

The team will take on St. 
Paul’s, who currently holds a 7-2 
record, this Saturday.

BOYSCROSSCOUNTRY

HANNAH ZHANG

WRITE FOR EMAIL: ykim@andover.edu, rono@andover.edu, 
kmcintire@andover.edu, alord@andover.edu
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Andover Boys Cross Country utilizes a technique called “pack running.”
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Co-Captain Nate Smith ’18 started playing as a Junior and specializes in the hole set position.

FOOTBALL

Andover Suffers First Loss of Season

Plagued by injuries through-
out the game, Andover Football 
did its best to hold back the Cho-
ate offense, but ultimately lost 
40-0. The team’s record is now 
3-1.

Head Coach Leon Modeste 
said, “Our kids didn’t quit. That’s 
the most important thing; they 
didn’t quit. They could have 
turned it off, we could have giv-
en up, we could have given up a 
hundred points but even when 
our second team went in, they 
were playing hard, hard, hard. 
That’s the Andover football spir-
it. You do it for your family, and... 
you keep working for your broth-
ers and sisters.”

Mirroring Coach Modeste’s 
words, Andrew Mazzone ’19 
said, “We stuck together, and we 
kept on moving through. Even if 
we were down, we just kept on 
trying.”

With several key players in-
jured on the sidelines, the game 
last Saturday was predicted to be 

a challenge for Andover against 
Choate — a school with a re-
nowned football program.

Coach Modeste said, “It was 
very difficult. They were a very, 
very good team; they’d won 33 
straight games so we knew it was 
going to be a difficult game, but 
then we had a couple of key guys 
that were going to be out because 
they got hurt in the previous 
games. We knew it was going to 
be a challenge; our kids played as 
hard as they could, and I’m very 
proud of the way our kids con-
ducted themselves.”

Andover had a strong effort 
on defense and gained substan-
tial yards on offense, but failed to 
execute on the final push into the 
end zone.

Michael Codrington ’18 said, 
“Definitely our defense did pret-
ty well at the start of the game. 
Obviously, it was a big play that 
they had on our first defensive 
possession. But we were down 
the next; we forced a lot of punts, 
and we stayed in our assign-
ments.” 

“I think on offense, we adjust-
ed well, and we did a lot of things 
on our feet. Obviously, we had 
our key receivers injured and we 
kept seeing different looks from 
the defense, [but] we kept our 

heads and we talked to each oth-
er. We strung together a lot of key 
drives that we couldn’t finish. 
We were getting deep into their 
territory, but we just couldn’t 
finish those drives,” Codrington 
said.  

Despite the disappointing 
score, the coaches and players all 
agreed that it was a very good ex-
perience for the team and would 
ultimately help them improve 
for the rest of the season.

Codrington said, “It was a 
good test for us. We came to the 
game undefeated, and so did 
they... we talked about trying to 
be a championship team since 
preseason, and that’s what a 
championship team looks like. 
That’s where we need to be at 
come mid-November, which is 
what I think we can be at. So I 
think it was a great test… Also, 
I think it was good for us to see 
what we were like when we ar-
en’t at full strength... but it also 
gave certain other guys some 
valuable playing experience.”

Andover has a bye for this up-
coming Saturday, an opportunity 
for the team to recuperate and 
prepare for the next game. On 
Family Weekend, Andover will 
face Suffield in an attempt to re-
turn to its earlier season success.

IRENE KWONW
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Post-Graduate Zach Geddes ’18 plays quarterback for Andover Football and also plays lacrosse. 
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Andover Secures Two Game Winning Streak

In the fifth set with a tied 
score of 14-14, Co-Captain 
Claudia Leopold ’18 scored the 
game-winning point in Ando-
ver Girls Volleyball’s 3-2 victory 
against Nobles on Wednesday. 

The team had trouble at the 
beginning of the game, accord-
ing to Leopold.

“We started out a little slow, 
and we struggled to cover our 
hitters. We gained momentum 
thanks to Janneke [Evans ’18] 
and Sophie [Slovenski ’18]’s hits 
and Serena [Liu ’19]’s serves 
and amazing defense. We kept 
on pulling ahead and then let-
ting Nobles come back, but I’m 
really proud of how we fin-
ished,” said Leopold.

“We didn’t start this game 
as well as we could’ve or 
should’ve, but by the second 
set we picked up our energy a 
lot and played with more in-
tensity. Throughout the game 
we improved by reading more 
into their offense and adjust-

ing ourselves accordingly,” said 
Adaeze Izuegbunam ’20. 

On Saturday, Andover beat 
Choate 3-0. The team had to 
make adjustments and play 
with fewer girls than usual due 
to injuries and members of the 
team going home for the long 
weekend. 

“We started out strong, but 
about halfway through the first 
set, we started to lose focus and 
fall behind, which made us re-
commit, and we ended up win-
ning. We were missing some 
players to injuries and some 
went home, but the new line up 
worked really well once we got 
used to it. The second set went 
similarly. We struggled a little 
on defense, especially with cov-
ering our hitters and with the 
sharp crosses,” said Leopold.

Despite experiencing some 
difficulties on defense, Ando-
ver capitalized on its offensive 
opportunities by playing ag-
gressively at the net, according 
to Brooke Fleming ’20.

Fleming said, “I thought 
the game was a huge success. 
Choate is a good, competitive 
team, so to come out with that 
win was awesome. Our offense 
was on fire, especially Brook-
lyn Wirt [’21], Claudia Leopold, 
and Janneke Evans — to name 
a few.”

“I’m grateful to have a group 
of such smart and aggressive 
hitters to work with. However, 

there can be no offense with-
out defense. Defense wasn’t 
our strongest asset during the 
match, but we played scrappy 
and had some great ups,” con-
tinued Fleming.

Leopold said, “Smart tips 
from Brooklyn in the middle 
and consistent hits from Jan-
neke and Sophie helped us pull 
into the lead and secure the 
third set. Serena Liu and Cas-
sidy Musco [’19]’s serves also 
really helped the team. Overall, 
I’m really proud of the team for 
staying focused and winning 
the first two sets, especially be-
cause they were really close.”

Looking forward, Andover 
will focus on improving its de-
fense and maintaining its inten-
sity throughout the entirety of 
their games, according to Flem-
ing.

Fleming said, “We hope to 
improve our defense by read-
ing the opposing hitters to try 
and be there before the ball. We 
also have been hard on picking 
up blocked balls and overall 
coverage.”

“We need to work on keep-
ing up our energy throughout 
our games. We have a lot of tal-
ent on this team, but we tend 
to reach dull moments in our 
matches where we aren’t play-
ing at our best,” said Izuegbu-
nam. 

Andover will face off against 
St. Paul’s on Saturday. 

GIRLSVOLLEYBALL

LINDA BIBEAU

BOYSSOCCER

Andover Drops One Goal Game to Choate

Setting his eyes on an incom-
ing cross, Rolando Rabines ’19 
tapped the ball into the back of 
the net with 20 minutes left to 
play in the second half, netting 
Andover Boys Soccer’s only 
goal of the game. Choate nar-
rowly defeated Andover 2-1 in 
a tight matchup, resulting in a 
season record of 3-3-1.

Henry Rogers ’19 said, “We 
were pushing really hard for 
the last 20 minutes to try and 
get some goals, but [Choate 
managed to] hold us off until 
the final whistle.”

According to Andrei Dumi-
trescu ’18 and Connor Ding ’20, 
the team maintained good en-
ergy and firm plays throughout 
the game, but fell to simple er-
rors in the end.

Dumitrescu said, “I feel like 
the game was pretty even. Both 
our offense and defense worked 
really hard; it was just a matter 
of a few mistakes that ultimate-
ly ended up in goals.”

Ding said, “Despite the loss, 
our interplay between the de-
fense and midfield was solid, 

and the only thing we lacked 
was composure in the final 
third.”

Whether it was hustling the 
ball down the sideline on of-
fense or pushing opponents off 
the ball on defense, Andover 

displayed a strong work ethic 
on all ends of the field, accord-
ing to Head Coach Edwin Esco-
bar.

Coach Escobar said, “All the 
guys that took the field gave it 
their all, and I am proud of the 

effort they put forth. I was par-
ticularly happy with the reac-
tion of the team in the second 
half. Down 2-0, the home team 
took the field with confidence 
and great desire to turn the 
score around.”

Despite the team’s effort 
throughout the game, Andover 
looks to improve its offense and 
convert opportunities earlier in 
the game, according to Ding.

Ding said, “We hope to play 
with more intensity and urgen-
cy to score goals and secure the 
game early.”

“We’ve been working on 
moving the ball from side to 
side faster and transitioning 
from defense to offense quickly 
and smoothly,” said Owen Glov-
er ’19.

Andover hopes to further 
strengthen its defensive plays 
in their upcoming games, ac-
cording to Charlie Murphy ’19. 

Murphy said, “I think that 
for our [next] game, we will 
try to create more options for 
defenders to pass to out of the 
back. In our game against Cho-
ate, our defenders were work-
ing hard on defense, but once 
we got the ball, they didn’t have 
many places to pass.”

Coach Escobar said, “Since 
our game against Choate, we 
have had our best practices, 
and the hope is for us to carry 
that positive play and energy 
into Saturday’s contest against 
St. Paul’s team.”

Andover will play St. Paul’s 
away this Saturday.
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Serena Liu ’19 is one of three co-captains of Andover Girls Volleyball.
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Co-Captain Will Raphael ’18 is a leading scorer for Andover Boys Soccer.

A Day In the Life of a 
Cross Country Runner: 

Anthony Minickiello ’20

Q: How do you warmup for a typical day of practice?
A: I warmup for practice with the team in dynamic warmup. 

The goal of dynamic warmup is to lengthen range of motion by 
increasing heart rate and replicating motor skills done in running, 
such as a high knee drive and constant balance.

ANDY KIM

Q: How do you prep for a typical meet?
A: I diet one week before my race by limiting my food intake to 

only one plate per meal.

Q: What do you do in a typical day of practice? 
A: Practice holds a number of possibilities in store. Long trail 

runs, road running around Andover, and speed workouts on the 
track appear frequently.

Q: How do you cool down in a typical day of practice?

A: I cool down by foam rolling and static stretching. Foam rolling 

compresses hard muscle knots that prevent maximum range of motion. 

Foam rolling removes them as it smoothes out muscular tissue.  Next 

comes static stretching. This consists of holding specific lower-body 

stretching poses for 15-20 seconds each.



Tears, laughter, and antic-
ipation ran rampant through-
out the air as Denice Frohman, 
award winning poet, writer, 
performer, and educator, per-
formed spoken word poetry 
under a single spotlight. Her 
clear and well-articulated 
words echoed through the 
room as students watched in 
wonder. 

Frohman performed twen-
ty pieces of poetry last Satur-
day during the Spoken Word 
Poetry Presentation in Kemper 
Auditorium. Her performance 
was organized by Alianza 
Latina, an organization that 
represents Latinx students on 
campus. 

“[Frohman] does a lot of 
work on the intersectionality 
between [being] Latino and 
LGBTQIA+, and I don’t think 
that’s something that’s very 
much talked about. Being able 
to bring that here and start a 
conversation about that was 
very impactful,” said Gerardo 
Segura ’18, co-head of Alianza 
Latina. 

A popular piece of the 
night was dedicated to a “pi-
raguero,” a Puerto Rican word 
that refers to a street vendor 
of snow cones, and discuss-
es injustice towards laborers. 
In the poem, the “piraguero” 
makes delicious ice treats in a 
cart, handing them out to kids 
after school for a dollar.

“I found it very powerful 
[that] she was able to connect 
the simple child idea of a snow 
cone to the idea of those work-
ers who go unappreciated or 
unknown, like she said, [in the 
field of ] manual labor,” said 
Segura. 

Frohman describes poetry 
as an attempt to describe her 
emotions and put into words 
what she is feeling and then, 
in turn, share her stories with 
others. 

“To me, poetry is this sort 
of attempt to say the unsay-
able. It’s an attempt to speak to 
our living condition… How do I 
try to name what I’m feeling in 
this moment, in a way where, 
without you even knowing me, 
you could enter a poem too, 
and you might be able to see 
yourself or find yourself? It’s 
so deeply connected to men 

in humanity in our rage and 
our joy, as art is in general. I 
think about that question all 
the time,” said Frohman in a 
question and answer session 
following her performance. 

Frohman credits her expe-
riences in athletics as a child 
as a key aspect in helping her 
feel comfortable sharing her 
stories on stage. When she 
was young, she participated 
in a variety of different sports, 
including basketball and soft-
ball. 

“Sport is a performance 
art; there is an audience at ev-
ery game. There are athletes 
that make decisions, not just 
on training, but on their in-
tuition. My athletic training 
and putting myself in front of 
a crowd — I didn’t even know 
I was sort of starting to build 
the creative and internal mus-
cles to even do that [starting 
from my childhood]. So, when 
I got to poetry, the writing and 
the performance happened at 

the same time. I was scared, 
but I wanted to do it because 
there was something about 
saying [my stories] out loud 
that made me feel less alone… 
And that weighed more than 
the fear of not doing it,” said 
Frohman. 

One piece of advice 
Frohman has for young writ-
ers struggling to find inspira-
tion is to not be afraid of tak-
ing risks and making mistakes. 

“Everything is not weight-
ed on the first try, and I feel 
like you have to talk to yourself 
that way because there’s some-
thing preventing you from 
taking a risk. Writing is risky. 
You have to bet on yourself. 
Trust your intuition, and so I 
try, whenever I’m not trust-
ing my intuition, to lower the 
stakes, [like,] ‘Alright Denice, 
this is just a little poem you’re 
writing in your hotel room. It 
doesn’t need to be [perfect],’ ” 
said Frohman. 
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Alianza Latina Brings Denice Frohman
To Perform Spoken Word

R.PREM/THE PHILLIPIAN

Denice Frohman gesticulates while performing. Her work often challenges 
questions of race, sexuality, and the relationship between the two. 

ALEX PARK
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Cradling plastic candles 
casting orange light in their 
hands, students stood solemn-
ly on the steps of Samuel Phil-
lips Hall to participate in the 
Border of Lights Vigil last Fri-
day night. The event was held 
to give students a moment of 
silence to honor the lives lost 
in the Parsley Massacre.

Started by Dominican writ-
er Julia Alvarez AA ’67, the 
Border of Lights Vigil pays 
tribute to the 1,000 to 12,000 
Haitians who died in the Pars-
ley Massacre the Dominican 
Republic in 1937. 

This year’s vigil marks the 
80th anniversary of the geno-
cide and the third time Alianza 
Latina — a club dedicated to 
representing Latin culture and 
students as well as educating 
the Andover community — has 
held the vigil on campus in 
hopes of raising awareness of 
the tensions between Haiti and 
the Dominican Republic.

“I think it’s good to just 
take a little time to reflect on 
any border disputes between 
countries. We are planting 
a seed in a way — to spread 
awareness [of the massacre],” 
said Carmen Muñoz-Fernan-
dez, Instructor in Spanish and 
co-advisor of Alianza Latina.

At the vigil, board members 
of Alianza Latina explained 
the history and significance of 
the Parsley Massacre before 
sharing poems that explored 
the events and implications 
of the genocide. The students 
gathered in remembrance of 
the victims as well as others 
who have suffered as a result 
of border conflicts.

Cindy Espinosa ’18, a board 
member of Alianza Latina, 
said, “It’s often these types of 

events that are not taught in 
history lessons, and I think it’s 
important not to whitewash 
history. This is one way to ac-
knowledge [the history of peo-
ple of color].”

The 1937 Parsley Massacre 
was named after the way Do-
minicans identified Haitians. 
Following the order of former 
Dominican dictator Rafael 
Trujillo, soldiers at the coun-
try’s border asked people to 
pronounce the word “parsley” 

in Spanish. Dominicans, who 
pronounced parsley as “pere-
jil,” were allowed entry, while 
Haitians, who pronounced it 
“persil” as a result of their Cre-
ole accents, were singled out 
and killed. 

“I think there were a few 
things that were really upset-
ting to me, like [the deaths of ] 
the few thousands of people, 
and just some of the little de-
tails, like the word they chose 
— ‘parsley.’ [We can] see how 

simple a word it may have 
seemed, but now I am sure it 
must have such an impact on 
[everyone] on the whole is-
land,” said Sydney Mercado ’19.

Teagan Thompson ’18 
hopes that the annual Border 
of Lights Vigil will encourage 
more community involvement 
in the future.

“I think it’s really import-
ant just to come out to events 
like this, just to learn about 
what has happened and just be 

together in remembering the 
lives that were lost. I do wish 
that there were more people 
in the community that would 
come out to this event [to] 
learn about it. I see the same 
people every time and I wish 
more people would get in-
volved,” said Thompson.

K.YOUNG/THE PHILLIPIAN

Students gather at the steps of Samuel Phillips hall to honor the victims of the Parsley Massacre. 

LINDSEY CHAN

Vigil Held To Remember Parsley Massacre

Sitting on lawn chairs by a fire hydrant. Neigh-
borhood kids dancing away the problems they don’t 
know they have yet. And a boom box. Blasting 
sounds and lyrics that seem to narrate your life.

“Intake light tokes, tote iron/Was told in 
shootouts, stay low and keep firin’.”

The words grab you and don’t let you go. They 
play with your mind, flirt with your soul.

Sitting in front of stoops on hot New York City 
summer days, the boom bap entered my brain and 
left in a haze. That feeling made me fall in love with 
hip hop. This form of music narrated the lives of the 
people around me and, sometimes, my own.

“I’m taking one for the team, like Martin Luther 
King, taking one for a dream.”

While the climate of my neighborhood was unsta-
ble, hip hop was a refuge.

Hearing an MC rapping over chopped-up sounds 
from “white people music” felt the same as when 
Picasso saw his first Cezanne.

It made sense.
“Bear witness as I exercise my exorcism/
The evil that lurks within the sin, the terrorism.” It 

was raw and uncensored, just like the place where I 
lived. Hip hop was gritty, unadulterated art.

Hip-Hop 
Heroes

by Alex Castillo

I.LEE/THE PHILLIPIAN

My name is Alex Castillo. In future weeks, I’ll be 
reviewing some of my favorite classic hip hop 

tunes. This week, I’ll be introducing my love for 
hip hop and how it all started back in my home-

town: New York City.

Humble Beginnings
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Snapshots of the Four-Day Weekend

Snapchat Hunt
In this weekend’s Snapchat Manhunt, participants sepa-
rated into two teams, with one person on each team des-
ignated as the runner who used Snapchat Spectacles to 
update their team on their whereabouts. The rest of the 
participants attempted to chase down the runner of the 
opposing team. 

“It was a great way to tour campus and downtown and 
use awareness of our surroundings to map ten second 
videos of the Snap glasses to our surroundings. In the 
end, it was a tight race to win the manhunt,” said Varun 
Roy ’19, member of the winning team. 

Ava Ratcliff ’21 Reviews to Reinforce Her Love of Reading

Announced as the recipi-
ent of the Honorable Mention 
Award of the Young Adult Lit-
erature Lovers Festival West 
Coast, Ava Ratcliff ’21 recalls 
her pride at being recognized 
by her idols for her short story, 
which was judged and chosen 

by a collection of renowned au-
thors. As she went to the stage 
to claim her prize, Ratcliff de-
scribes herself as shocked and 
disbelieving.

“It was just so incredible 
and gratifying to say, ‘Wow, 
these authors who I’ve re-
viewed for years are now saying 
that my writing is good!’ And 
that was definitely my proudest 
moment,” said Ratcliff.

Ratcliff began her writing 
career at age seven, writing 
book reviews for her local inde-
pendent bookstore in exchange 
for free books. One of Ratcliff ’s 
inspirations is a former book 
reviewer named Michiko Kaku-
tani, who wrote for “The New 
York Times” for 40 years. 

Ratcliff said, “Her reviews 
are well-written, and every lit-
tle comment she makes is so 
insightful and witty. She’s just 
this amazing author.”

From then on, Ratcliff ’s pas-
sion for writing led her to create 
a blog exclusively for her book 
reviews, which has attracted a 
large following. Now, after sev-
en years of book reviewing, Rat-
cliff finds it a challenge to read 
a book without writing a book 
review.

“When I’m reading a book 
now, as I’m reading, parts of 
the review start forming in my 
mind, like what I want to bring 
up or [questions like] ‘Is this a 
good quote to put in?’ So, it’s 
just kind of a habit… it’s how I 
read. I like sharing my thoughts 
with people,” said Ratcliff.

Alongside writing, Ratcliff 
has a passion for reading and 
uses literature to explore heavi-
er topics and relevant issues 
such as cultural identity and 
race. One book that she recom-
mends is “Homegoing” by Yaa 
Gyasi — the author’s debut nov-
el about a Ghanaian family tree 
that spans hundreds of years.

“It starts a really important 
discussion about race. There’s 
one really interesting part 
where it’s [debating] a black 
teenager versus somebody who 
is African… Like, are they Afri-
can American? Are they black? 
What are they?” Ratcliff said. 

Recently, finding enough 
time to read has been a chal-
lenge for Ratcliff, but friends 
believe her personality will al-
low her to continue her passion.

Sophia Lee ’21, a friend of 
Ratcliff, said, “Ava is a very pro-
active person. She’s very po-

litically active and, in general, 
tries to stay ahead of things. 
[Even though] Ava’s always 
very happy and upbeat, she 
won’t hesitate to call you out if 
something’s not right.”

Looking forward, Ratcliff 
hopes to continue her book-re-
viewing blog and find addi-

tional writing opportunities on 
campus to share her opinions. 
To learn more about her blog, 
visit: www.bookreviewsbyava.
com.
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Ava Ratcliff ’21 has been shar-
ing her passion for reading 
with others since age seven.

IRENE KWON
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Vish Dhar ’19 uses the Snapchat Spectacles to inform his teammates of his whereabouts.

Barn Babies

With countless games scattered around them, faculty 
and students gathered for a night of board games with 
friends and family in Susie’s. 

“Attending game night was a great way to spend my 
evening. I didn’t want to stop playing fierce games of 
Bananagrams, Battleship, Uno, and chess with new and 
old friends. As a result, I ended up sprinting to my dorm 
after being 20 minutes late for sign-in. However, totally 
worth it,” said participant Anthony Minickiello ’20.

R.PREM/THE PHILLIPIAN
Anlan Du ’18 laughs as a baby goat climbs onto her lap. 
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Rachna Lewis ’19 and Emily Michaels ’19 enjoy a game of cards in Susie’s. 

Students interacted with a variety of “barn babies,” or 
young animals, including baby pigs, kittens, rabbits, and 

dogs, in Underwood Room this Sunday.

“It’s great because everyone loves animals, and you get 
to hold them and pet them and love them. These ani-

mals are so exotic, like right now I’m holding a Japanese 
chicken, which I didn’t know existed, but that’s cool; 

that’s unique,” said participant Cameron Kang ’21.

Over the long weekend, students, faculty, and clubs planned a variety of events to recharge and bring the community 

together in preparation for the rest of the term.

Game Night

COURTESY OF AVA RATCLIFF

Ratcliff’s blog (pictured above) has attracted a significant 
following as her writing has improved.

Reporting done by Helen He, Adrienne Li, and Grace Holmes
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Fulfilling a lifelong dream 
of his, Donald Slater, Instruc-
tor in History and Social Sci-
ences, managed to capture the 
moments of the August 21 so-
lar eclipse on his camera. His 
photographs are now displayed 
outside of Kemper Auditorium.

“This is actually what I saw 
when I watched the eclipse. 
The pictures describe what I 
saw through the glasses very 
well. You couldn’t really tell the 
eclipse was happening until it 
happened. This diagram of the 
eclipse really shows the parts 
I didn’t see unless through the 
glasses, so it’s interesting to get 
a more clear view from his pho-
tos,” said Lucy Kisova ’20.

On Wednesday night, Slat-
er gave a presentation of his 
pictures in Kemper Auditori-
um. He talked about his dream 
of seeing the solar eclipse and 
described the long process of 
preparing to photograph it. 
Slater also provided an educa-
tional view on how the eclipse 
occurred and the science be-
hind it.

“I believe that I learned a 
lot from this presentation. It 
taught me more about astrono-
my and how just the moon go-
ing over the sun could be such 
an extravagant experience. It 
really opened my eyes to expe-
rience the beauty of nature. Na-
ture is just so beautiful and the 
eclipse showed me that there is 
more to look to than just every-
day things,” said Sekou Cisse 
’21.

A composite image of Slat-
er’s photographs shows the 
evolution of the eclipse. The 
shape of the sun resembles lu-
nar phases until the moon be-
gins to completely cover the 
sun. After the blackness of the 
total eclipse, the sun moved 
away from the moon oppositely.

“I find the symmetry of 
the pictures really cool,” said 
Hywot Ayana ’20. “We always 
learn about phases of the moon 
but to see the same thing hap-
pen but on the sun is awesome. 
Even if you got to experience 
the eclipse, which I did not get 
to, being able to see it in full se-
quence in such great detail is 

really impressive.”
Slater also took a series of 

photos of the moments of total-
ity, when the moon blocked the 
sun. In one picture, the corner 
light appears red, contrasting 
against the pitch black of both 
space and shadow.

“I think these black photos 
are really cool too. They kind of 
remind me of something out of 
a science fiction movie with the 
way that the light kind of pokes 
out from behind the moon. 
I didn’t see the eclipse from 
where I was, but it’s giving me 
a visual on what it could have 
looked like,” said Ayana.

Slater began his passion for 
photography while in college. 

Over the years, he expanded his 
knowledge by reading books 
and upgrading his cameras and 
equipment. The eclipse allowed 
him to combine his love for as-
tronomy with photography.

Slater said, “Totality is so 
otherworldly. It’s one of the 
most wonderful things I’ve ever 
experienced in my life. It was 
dramatic for me. It was some-
thing that I’ve always wanted 
to see. I’d built it up in my mind 
so much over the entire course 
of my life. Then to see it and 
still be blown away, to have all 
expectations exceeded, it was 
remarkable.”
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Art-600 Installation in Sanctuary Explores Invisibility

Propped against the stone 
arch in front of the Cochran 
Bird Sanctuary is a clear, plas-
tic pane painted with differ-
ent designs and fonts of the 
word “ART” in colorful acryl-
ic. A large white arrow points 
towards the entrance of the 
sanctuary, and other small 
arrows decorate the path to a 
large clearing. There, students 
may walk around to see the 
different installations, jump-
ing over stretched wires, and 
peering through open doors. 

This sign marks the en-
trance of an exhibition featur-
ing the work of the seven stu-
dents who are currently taking 
the course Art-600: Advanced 
Studio Art, which showcased 
the various student pieces in 
the sanctuary. This installa-
tion has become an integral 
part of the course and pro-
vides an opportunity for the 
students to work in a unique 
space. 

“I’ve been doing the sanc-
tuary project for a long time, 
and I keep bringing it back 
because it is a project that the 
advanced art students look 
forward to, and they’re disap-
pointed if they don’t get to do 
it. It is also an opportunity for 
the students to be challenged 
by working on a very large 
scale, and to be working out-
side of the context of a gallery 
or institution.” said Therese 
Zemlin, Instructor and Chair 
in Art.

For this project, students 
were asked to use materials 
of their choice to invoke ideas 
of invisibility, among other 
themes, using inspiration from 

the current Addison Gallery of 
American Art exhibit titled 
“Invisible Citings.” 

“The Addison curators cu-
rated a beautiful exhibition 
from the permanent collection 
that accompanies the installa-
tions downstairs also on the 
theme of invisibility. We start-
ed the idea of invisibility as 
how that pertains to empow-
erment, or a lack of empower-
ment,” said Zemlin.

One of the installations, 
which was untitled, displayed 
three different paintings con-
nected by rows of red string 
and postcards. Each painting 
displayed a feature of the face: 
a green ear, eyes on a purple 
backdrop, or a mouth that 
appears to be sewn shut. The 
postcards hanging from the 
red string featured different 
words, actions, and drawings, 
ranging from arrows point-
ing in different directions to 
phrases such as, “I’m so tired.”

“A lot of this came from 
things I dreamt of at night 
or things that just random-
ly popped into my mind... It 
was supposed to represent the 
things people see, hear, and 
say, and everything that is not 
heard, not seen, and not said. 
That’s the theme of invisibil-
ity. The postcards represent 
the thoughts that go through 
our mind, but we don’t say 
them. Or the things we bear 
witness to, but we don’t real-
ly think about, or things that 
we hear and decide that [are] 
not going to exist for us,” said 
Jennie Guo ’19, the artist of the 
piece.  

Another piece, titled 
“Transparency and White-
Outs: Artificial Preservation 
and Natural Deterioration” 

and created by Eden Cui ’19, 
featured three transparent 
umbrellas hanging upside 
down. Beneath each umbrella 
were mounds of white balls 
attached by invisible wire as if 
they were floating and painted 
white leaves strewn over the 
ground. 

“Transparency is kind of 
like invisibility. In addition to 
that, I think the color white 
is nothingness and blank-
ness, and I really wanted to 
go into that… I think these are 
the two main colors that are 

represented in this piece. All 
the leaves were painted with 
acrylic, and they’re wired and 
hung so it’s a lot of repetition, 
and the hovering [balls] are 
hung by monofilament onto 
the poles and solidified by UV 
glue, so that’s a lot of repeti-
tion and tedious work. It ulti-
mately came out as a product, 
so I guess that’s satisfying,” 
said Cui.

With the establishment of 
this installation in the sanc-
tuary, Zemlin hopes that stu-
dents will stop by and appre-

ciate their peers’ work.
“Art is often made by in-

dividuals in solitude, but the 
ultimate reason for making 
the work, and one of the main 
outcomes of the existence of 
the work is for the sake of an 
audience. If an artist puts a lot 
of work into creating some-
thing, and the audience shows 
up, the audience is going to get 
back as much as they put into 
understanding that work or 
experience,” said Zemlin.

M.CALLAHAN/THE PHILLIPIAN

One of the pieces in the Art-600 Installation by Jennie Guo ’19 depicts three paintings of facial features connected 
by red string and postcards. 

KAITLIN LIM

Donald Slater Accomplishes 
Lifelong Dream Of 

Photographing Eclipse

KATE MACLEOD AND 
EMMA KAPLON

COURTESY OF DONALD SLATER

Donald Slater estimates that he took around 3,000 pictures of 
the eclipse.

ConCerts
What not to miss this week:

Saturday 10/14
7:30 p.m. Timken Room
Faculty Violin Recital

A.MACAYA/THE PHILLIPIAN

Know someone 
who’s been 

looking extra 
stylish lately? 

Suggest a Look 
of the Week!

Submit at 
phillipian.net

Arts&Leisure
T.RYNNE/THE PHILLIPIAN



this week’s issue is the product of creative  
compromise with The Phillipian’s Upper Management.

The Week’s Top Headlines

• Inside of Bell Tower “Mostly Just Stairs and 
Spiders” 

• Student Can Barely Fit Anything into New 
Size Coffee Cup

• Majority of the Weekender Events “Looking 
Ahead” 

• Titanic Themed Senior Boat Cruise Does Not 
Go Down Well 

• Genetically Modified Tomatoes Don’t Have 
That “Fresh off the Vine” Flavor

Pros and Cons of 
the Learning in the 
World Program!

PROS
— Stories about service trips make 
the best Common App personal 
statements. 

— Step out of your comfort zone by 
spending time in expensive, air-con-
ditioned hotels all across the world.

— You get a cool t-shirt.

— Opportunity for a more diverse 
set of photos on your Facebook 
profile.

 — You haven’t lived until you’ve 
tasted feta from the merchants’ bar-
rels of Athens.

CONS
— No trips offered to Gerlach,  
Nevada.

— Tough to decide between this 
and Atlantis.

— The average t-shirt costs $8.

— Not as fun as “camping.”

— You might miss the Lip-Sync 
Battle if you spend a term abroad.

Learning in the World trips are some of the best educational experiences Andover has 
to offer. But are they really for you? Find out with our LITW Pros/Cons list.

Common Uses for The Phillipian

“HI THERE! MY NAME’S PHILLY. WHAT’S YOURS? 
YOU’RE PROBABLY WONDERING, “WHAT’S THIS LITTLE 
GUY DOING IN MY PAPER?” WELL, LET ME TELL YOU. 
I’M THE PHILLIPIAN’S OFFICIAL MASCOT, AND TODAY 
I’LL BE SHOWING YOU SOME OF THE MANY USES OF 

THE PHILLIPIAN BEYOND SIMPLY DELIVERING A WEEK-
LY DOSE OF NEWS TO THE PA COMMUNITY. SO, WHAT 

DO YOU SAY? CAN I STEAL YOU AWAY?”

1.  Anti-U.S. propaganda in Pyongyang.

2. Stuffed in Cluster Deans’ shoes for additional height.

3. Used to show convicted felons that prison could be worse. 

4. Firestarter in the annual Bonfire of the Vanities ASM.

5. Firestarter in post-graduation burning of Blue Books.

6. Substitute for Kleenex for when you’ve really gotta sneeze!

7. Mop for silly spills!

The Week in Quotes.

No goofy stuff this time, just an earnest plea from the associates to please write for our 
section, we’ve had to do everything, and our well of talent is officialy dry. So if you want 

to contribute or you just pity our situation email abernhard@andover.edu.

A purple, starless night near the shipyard, December 3, 1976. Brackish water gently laps against painted wooden beams slick with algae. Machines in warehouses sigh with quiet loss for the day behind and hum with potential energy 
for the day ahead. Somewhere, a cab honks. Lights flicker in homes. Office buildings have all gone dark, save for a half-lit high rise across the river, in which a few silhouettes can be made out faintly against the glass: a janitor mopping, 
a woman filing paperwork, a repair person fixing circuits: each one a life, a candle, a story. Something blinks red and green in the sky — a plane, perhaps, or a satellite. The air is kissed with a breeze from the sea. Three workers — two 
humans and a marshmallow — move barrels from an unmarked brick storehouse onto the pier. Yesterday, the barrels were filled with mackerel. Tonight, they are filled with salted beef. Tomorrow, pickled grain. Every night, the 
barrels are different but the work is the samew. Pry open the crates the barrels are stored in. Carry the barrels out of the warehouse. Stack them on the dock. Barrels within crates within warehouses within dockyards: a nesting doll of 
wood, and brick, and sand. The trio forms an assembly line: one of the humans, the taller of the two, a man with sharp features and salt-and-pepper hair named Gregor, lifts the barrels from the warehouse shelves and rolls them to 
the marshmallow, who stands where the pier meets the boardwalk. The marshmallow stops the barrels and carries them to Otto, a wily, rat-faced shadow of a man, who brings them to the edge of the dock where they’ll be retrieved 
in the morning. The dockhands’ backs ache, their legs groan, and their fingers tremble in the cold wind of winter. They’ve been at this for hours. Earlier in the night, they passed the time talking, telling crude jokes and teasing each 
other about their wives and children —  “I swear to God, Gregor, my deepest condolences, I simply don’t know how you and Natalia put up with it: your boys have got to be the two meanest, ugliest kids I have ever seen in my life. I 
bet I know where they got it from, too, and it wasn’t from her,” Otto had said. Gregor had agreed; all three had laughed. — but such levity had since left as midnight became one became two became three, and the cold penetrated 
through coat, and skin, and muscle to the marrow. They now labor in silence, save for the crystallized breath they produce with each physical exertion, which forms in front of their noses and dissipates into the fog that has settled 
over the strait. At dawn, the sailors in their uniforms and the vendors with their cockles, oysters, clams, crabs, cod, bass, fishing line, rods, bait, textiles, ink, dyes, maps, star charts, glass bottles, beads, tools wrought from steel and 
iron, cord, rope, telescopes, compasses, paper, papyrus, parchment, books rare and common, pens, watches, ribbon, baked goods, and garments — wool from the Shetland Isles, silk from far Cathay — will arrive, the city will begin 
to stir, ships will sail into the bay, and the sun will rise on our small blue world once again, but the hours are long until the planet’s awakening... The marshmallow coughs a weary, lonely cough, thin and long, as he heaves a barrel 
towards Otto, and as he doubles over in pain the bottom strap of his sinistral boot is caught in between two planks and he trips. The cask drops to the slick wood below with a thud, and the impact converts the force of gravity with 
which the barrel fell into forward velocity, sending the container rattling into the water. Splash! The marshmallow cries out, lamenting, for he knows that his employer, Petrov Destrovkolwitz, will charge him with a steep fine for the 
loss of the cargo if he figures out a barrel is missing, a fine that will mean another night of empty stomachs for his three girls — Dolores, age nine, Gladys, age seven, and his youngest, Karolina, but thirty months since birth — and 
his wife, Andrea, who will taunt and jeer at him for his clumsiness, remind him how little she loves him now, how little she ever loved him at all; or a fine that will mean another charged exchange with his landlord, a good-hearted, 
generous man whose patience was nevertheless growing thin as the marshmallow continued missing payments; or a fine that will mean the Christmas dinner the marshmallow had worked so hard to save up for — a twenty-pound 
goose from Fritz the butcher, bread and cheese, fine imported apples and oranges, puff pastry and lemon custard from the Alman Avenue Patisserie — and the Christmas gifts he had so thoughtfully searched for and marked out — 
dancing shoes for Dolores, who dreamed of one day gliding across the stage in the ballet; a fencing foil for Gladys (whose tomboyishness Andrea disdained but the marshmallow indulged), who, though young, yearned to learn the 
parries and ripostes of the French swordfighter (Gladys, always the imp, had in the anterior year stolen a copy of “The Count of Monte Cristo” from the public library and often play-fought in the cobblestone streets with imaginary 
friends and foes, Dantés, Abbé Faria, the Villeforts, and the rest); a wood and ivory puppet of a jester, handcrafted by the town’s pseudo-Geppetto M. Dorschetz, for Karolina, who was oft enraptured by the jugglers and circus folk, 
and who clapped along when the buskers with their accordions performed their melodies; and an emerald ring for Andrea, whose love the marshmallow was still eager to regain, or gain at all. Splash! The marshmallow falls to his 
knees. Otto and Gregor look on as their friend wails. Gregor is the first to speak: “Easy does it, buddy, easy does it. I’m sure we can fish the barrel out of the river somehow, right?” He looks to Otto, who remains still and emotionless. 
The marshmallow wipes his hand on his nose. “Y-you really think so?” he asks, sniffling. “Course I do. It’s not that deep, here by the shore, is it?” Gregor replies. “N-n-no, I guess not.” “So why don’t you just dive in, grab it, and swim 
up? Destrovkolwitz will never know the difference.” “You can’t do that, moron,” Otto suddenly butts in. “Jesus, you’ll freeze to death. I hate to say it, gents, but that barrel’s lost.” The marshmallow cries out with sobs anew, tears drop-
ping between the slits in the dock, falling into the dark, murky abyss that is beneath and around him. “So there’s nothing I can do! Oh Andrea, oh mother, O Karolina, O Gladys, O Dolores, forgive me, for I have failed you,” he raises 
to the clouded heavens. “Well, I didn’t say that,” Otto mutters slyly, a twinkle in his eyes. “Let’s finish the rest of the job, first, and then, well, I promise you that you will not be paying Petrov a single cent, do you hear me? That man 
steals from us as it is, what with the wages he pays us. I’ll fix this for you, Marshmallow, I promise.” “How can you be so sure?” the marshmallow asks, confused. Otto smiles wryly. “Just trust me,” he says. “I won’t let you down.” They 
return to work with renewed vigor, though the bitter chill bites at their ears and elbows, the sky begins to gray and the predawn fog begins to thicken over the water, and the first barge of the morning passes by, untold treasures in its 
hold — gold, perhaps, or silver, rubies or diamonds from across the world, oil or indigo, that pigment of luxurious blue. Gregor tells a joke, to cheer the marshmallow’s spirits: “A dog — a German Shepherd — is riding on a bicycle 
through a busy street, barking at all the pedestrians and drivers, when suddenly he sees a bone on the side of the road. So he pulls his bike over to the sidewalk and picks up the bone with his mouth, and he starts looking around for 
a patch of dirt he can bury it in. He sees one, behind a fence, so he hops over and starts digging. Little does he know that he’s digging in a house’s backyard, and the husband and wife that own the house are home. The wife looks out 
the window and sees the German Shepherd digging there and says, ‘I don’t remember getting a dog, Anatoly, so why is there one digging a hole for a bone in our backyard?’ Anatoly looks up, surprised, from his newspaper, and he 
says, ‘We didn’t get a dog, Anaspaska! I’ll grab my shotgun and my coat and I’ll see what this animal is doing here.’ So Anatoly takes his shotgun from the cabinet, and he puts on his coat, and he walks out the backdoor and over to 
the dog, who’s digging furiously, and he raises his shotgun. Suddenly, the dog looks up and yelps, and Anatoly lowers his weapon out of surprise. The dog says something quietly to Anatoly, and the man responds; the two talk for a 
few minutes, and then Anatoly walks back into the house, hangs up his coat, puts away his shotgun, sits down, and picks his newspaper back up. ‘What happened?’ Anaspaska asks, bewildered. Her husband replies: ‘Oh, well, last week 
I hired a landscaper to bury a bone in the backyard for me. I just didn’t know he’d come and do the job today, or that he’d be a dog.’ “ The marshmallow doesn’t get it, but he laughs anyway, to be polite. Otto says nothing. Soon, the 
very last of the barrels are stacked at the edge of the dock — save for the one lost in the sea, the green-and-azure ocean, that primordial soup from which all life was once borne, eons ago, that fickle mistress in whom the nautae once 
poured libations to Neptune, father of man and horse; or from whom the heavenly Venus once drifted in upon a clamshell, that pearl of the cosmos, who granted to Paris as a wife Helen of Troy, the face that launched a thousand 
ships, in the battle that launched a thousand poems, that great epic clash of old — the Trojan War. The marshmallow looks towards Otto, who after setting down the last of the salted-beef-filled kegs wipes his gloves on the briny two-
by-fours beneath him. “All right,” the short, mousy-featured man announces. “Let’s find one more barrel of salted beef, shall we, gentlemen?” “But how?” the marshmallow whines. “Ah, yes, of course,” Otto grins. “Well, it’s just a hunch, 
but I’ve heard talk among the other longshoremen of another warehouse, across the river, filled to the brim with salted beef barrels — more salted beef than you’ve ever seen in your entire life. We simply must row across, steal a 
barrel, and put it with the others on this side of the water. They’ll never know the difference.” “Where will we get a boat?” the marshmallow asks. “We could borrow Mr. Destrovkolwitz’s dingy: it’s tied up right here, on the dock!” 
thunders Gregor. “Very good, Gregor,” Otto intones. “And what if he catches us?” the marshmallow responds. “For goodness’ sake, Marshmallow, we’re the only people awake in this whole city!” shouts Gregor, who is growing impa-
tient with the marshmallow’s questions. The marshmallow shrinks back, embarrassed, and tacitly agrees to the plan. And so they untie the rowboat and, with Gregor manning the oars, begin to cross the river. As they travel, a light 
snow floats down — the first of the season. Change is in the air. Halfway through the journey, Gregor stops to catch his breath. The first rays of light begin to crawl out from behind the shipping containers and cranes on the far side 
of the water. Around them, the world begins to open its eyes upon a new dawn. As the boat rocks in the waves, Otto retrieves a pouch from his coat’s breast pocket. “Caramels,” he says. “Bought ‘em from the sweet shop down on Main. 
Want a couple?” He tosses a few to the marshmallow, who smiles, accepts graciously and begins to eat them. Otto hands a few to Gregor as well, whose forehead is slick with sweat from commandeering the seacraft. The three sit 
quietly, in the center of the river, perhaps of the universe, savoring the sugar as it runs down their tongues. “Say, these are pretty good,” the marshmallow remarks, breaking the silence. “Could I have s’more?”  
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