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Pultzer Prize Winner Sharon Olds 
visited campus this past weekend 
to share her experience with writ-
ing poetry.

Don’t read the Eighth Page this 
week. It’s a normal issue.

alexa Goulas ’18, annie McGovern 
‘18, yishu Chen ‘19, and Emily 
Jackson ‘19 were selected to take on 
the role of Dance Board Co-Heads, 
Dance Labs Director, and Dance 
Open Director, respectively, for the 
upcoming school year.

Both Girls Tennis and Track went 
undefeated this week.

The Phillipian, vol. CXL, discusses 
the importance of having conver-
sations about sensitive and difficult 
results from the State of the acad-
emy.

iscb,
prom? 
- pkr

Vol. CXL, No. 13

COURTESy OF PIXaBay

New york Times Features  
Zöe Sottile ’17 “Standout” 
College application Essay

as Zöe Sottile ’17 was reading 
“The New york Times” one after-
noon, she stumbled across a col-
umn by  Ron Lieber called “your 
Money.” It called for students to 
submit their college essays re-
garding issues of “money, work, 
or social class.” Having just writ-
ten her application to Columbia 
University with an essay describ-
ing her experience at andover on 
a full scholarship, Sottile decided 
it would be fitting to submit. Lit-

tle did she know her essay would 
be published in “The New york 
Times” on May 12, 2017.

Growing up in New Haven, 
Conn., Sottile has always been 
aware of the lines separating 
poverty and wealth. The drastic 
difference between downtown 
New Haven and the campus of 
yale University exposed the hi-
erarchies of class and race estab-
lished within the city. This bore 
her interest in topics involving 
socioeconomic class, and ulti-
mately inspired her to write her 
college essay on the subject. 

“[New Haven] is a place that a 
lot of people talk about in a real-
ly careless way that doesn’t take 
into account the systematic caus-
es of poverty and inequality in the 
city. I grew up just outside of the 
city, in a town that’s described 
as the first line of “white flight” 
from New Haven. So I’ve just al-
ways been very conscious of how 
class and race are marked up and 
divided… Class and income dis-
parities are topics I’m really pas-
sionate about, and I don’t know 
if I would be had it not been for 

CAMERON HUI

Continued on A5, Column 4
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Zoe Sottile ’17 will be attending 
Columbia University next year.

Award-Wining Poet Mahogany Browne Delivers 
Spoken-Word Poetry Performance

“Black women are told that 
first love look like sisterhood, 
taught that the way a woman 
hold her sister is the way she 
hold herself.”

as award-winning poet Ma-
hogany Browne finished her 
spoken-word poem, titled “Sanc-
tuary,” Kemper auditorium filled 
with the clicks of snapping fin-
gers. Browne, an activist, author, 
educator, and curator, delivered 
powerful messages on issues 
about racism at a spoken word 
performance last Saturday night.

“ I found poetry by chance. 
I was dared to read a poem on 
the open mic in my neighbor-
hood and have been writing ever 
since.   I think it is one of the most 
important literary forms of our 
time. It has the capacity to be art 
and activism. To be a platform 
for those with too much to say as 
well as a platform for those who 
have no idea how to everything 
they need to say into words,” said 
Browne in an email to The Phil-
lipian. 

Browne began to perform 
her poetry in 1998 and has since 
written several books and has 
been featured on Button Poetry, 
a prominent forum for poetry. 
Her books and poetry collections 
include “Dear Twitter: Love 
Letters Hashed Out Online,” 
“Smudge”, and “REDBone,” the 
latter of which was nominated 
for NaaCP Outstanding Literary 
Works. 

In addition to award nomina-
tions, Browne’s poetry has been 
widely published in literary jour-

nals, and she runs writing work-
shops throughout the country. 
She is the co-editor of the an-
thology “The Break Beat Poets: 
New american Poetry in the age 
of Hip-Hop” and  “Chapbook 
collection Kissing Caskets (yes 
yes Books)”.

aissata Bah ’20 said, “I love 
[Browne’s] poetry. She’s just 
such a strong performer and she 
really knows how to take com-
mand when she gets on the stage. 
I feel like she has a lot of deep 
messages that she’s able to con-
vey through her writing and per-
formance, especially messages 
along the line of empowerment 
and feminism and speaking up. I 
think she’s a nice role model for 
everyone in general, and in par-
ticular, black and african amer-
ican girls.”

Browne’s performance was 
sponsored by the Community 
and Multicultural Development 
office (CaMD), WORD, and the 
Sisterhood, and was supported 
by the John H. Hosch Memorial 
Fund. 

In her spoken poems, Browne 
touched upon the Ferguson 
shootings, in which she ad-
dressed the unfair treatment that 
black people receive, and also 
touched on her own personal 
experiences, including referenc-
es to domestic violence and the 
journey to loving herself. The 
majority of her poems, though 
each contained separate themes, 
were centralized around the idea 
of race. 

ashley alvarez ’20 said, “The 
messages behind [her poetry] 
were insightful. One that I heard 
that I picked up pretty quickly 

was domestic violence and how 
that impacted her life. another 
one was love and how you have 
to love yourself first before you 
love other people... she said that 
she had to learn to love herself 
before she love her husband, and 
have her children. She was in-
spiring women of color, especial-
ly black women, to love [them-
selves] first.”

Peter Heckendorn ’17, 
“Browne is an amazing poet and 
her readings were really pow-
erful. She spread really affirma-
tive messages of self-love and 
she spoke so eloquently against 
unrealistic beauty standards. I 
would definitely attend another 
event like this, if one happens be-
fore I graduate.” 

anna Lopez ’19 said, “I 
thought [Browne’s poetry] was 
really beautiful and it made me 
want to cry at some parts because 
it was just very real, which I feel 
like we don’t get a lot through the 
media. I think a part of beauty is 
how personal it is, because usu-
ally with spoken word poems, it’s 
from someone’s experience that 
they’re writing it. It’s like you’re 
seeing a bit of their soul.”

Prior to Browne’s perfor-
mances, Lopez and Michael 
Codrington ’18 performed their 
own poems, “I Was Born Latina” 
and “This Poem Doesn’t Have a 
Name,” respectively. The piec-
es addressed their own experi-
ences with race and portrayed 
emotions through the powerful 
medium of spoken word. 

RACHEL CHANG

“West” House Officially Renamed After 
Former Head of School Barbara Chase

applause filled Underwood 
Room as former Head of School 
Barbara Landis Chase took the 
podium at the Chase House ded-
ication ceremony last Friday. af-
ter a year of being known as West 
Dorm, the newly transformed 
Isham Infirmary has been named 
Chase House after andover’s first 
female Head of School. 

When Chase first began as 
Head of School in 1994, she had 
a vision of one day being able to 
renovate and modernize every 
dorm on campus in order to make 
room for more faculty apart-
ments and more updated living 
spaces for students, according to 
Chase. after 20 years, her vision 
is becoming a reality with the re-
cent renovation of Chase House 
and soon-to-be renovation of 
Bancroft Hall. 

“The work begun before my 
time as head and carried on 
during my tenure has now been 
finished under John Palfrey’s 
watch. [Chase House’s] reno-
vation as well as Bancroft… has 
completed the plan of the suc-
cessive dean of students. Now 
there are pleasing and comfort-
able dorms with plenty of faculty 

to live with, teach, and befriend 
and role model for students,” said 
Chase.

“When I first came here as 
Head in 1994 those first several 
years, [my colleagues and] I were 
worried that some people who 
took their kids to some dorms 
would say ‘Oh no, we’re not living 
there.’ [But] I doubt that happens 
anymore,” Chase continued.

Head of School John Palfrey 
also recognizes the progress an-
dover has made over the years 
specifically regarding dorm ren-
ovations. 

“In 1994, Barbara kicked off 
the commitment to renovate all 
of our dorms and to put in an ad-
ditional home for a house coun-
selor… and it turns out that this 
year we will finish that our 23 
years later when Bancroft is ren-
ovated,” said Palfrey. 

“It takes a very long time for 
these things to happen… and I 
can find no more fitting way in 
perpetuity [for Ms. Chase] to 
be remembered than by having 
[her] name on a dorm because 
this commitment is in bricks and 
mortar in the form of these ren-
ovations that happened as well 
as all the things [she has] done to 
strengthen the community,” Pal-
frey continued.

Rebecca Miller Sykes, for-
mer associate Head of School, 
believes that the new naming of 
Chase House was well-deserved.

“Whether it was kindness, re-
spect for human dignity, or her 
commitment to social justice, 
Barbara promoted fairness and 
recognized that especially in a 
residential school, how we treat-
ed one another was absolutely 
crucial,” said Sykes. 

Emma Duffy ’19, who lived 
in Chase House this school year, 
recognizes the values instilled 

CAROLINE GIHLSTORF

Continued on A5, Column 4

Student and 
Faculty Talent 
Shines During 
ASM
From playing the mandolin, 
to preaching a hearty ballad, 
members of the Andover 
community showcased their 
wide variety of talents during 
this week’s All-School Meet-
ing (ASM). 

Check out the full article 
online at phillipian.net
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New Program Simplifies 
Course Selection Process

With the recent submission of 
course requests, faculty and ad-
ministrators have been working 
together to create new student 
schedules for next term. This year, 
the school implemented a new 
program which aims to alleviate 
some of the difficulties of the prior 
course selections process, includ-
ing the limited amounts of alter-
nates that could be requested and 
the chaos of having one add/Drop 
week.

With a new scheduling tool 
called “Campus,” a product of 
Preferred Computer Resources, 
Inc., Deborah Olander, Schedul-
ing Officer and Dean of Studies, 
builds schedules for each grade. 
Olander’s first step in the process 
is to assign each Senior five classes. 

according to Olander, the op-
tion of inserting more alternates 
is not the only improvement. Last 
term, the Course add/Drop pro-
cess was extended to before spring 
break so that students could meet 
with administrators in the Dean of 
Studies Office for scheduling tech-
nicalities. 

The program uses a random-
ization function, allowing cer-
tain students to be labelled as top 
priorities. additional algorithms 
allow the program to fill courses 
with one section, as well as to try 
balancing gender in every class. 
By coordinating between each 
department, Olander tries to find 
balance between student demands 
and department priorities in order 
to finalize the master schedule. 

“There are some schools that 

completely let the Campus pro-
gram build the master schedule. 
Like they take up what the stu-
dents want, and then they try to 
optimize which periods every-
thing should meet given what stu-
dents are asking for, which sounds 
really complicated,” said Olander. 

“you have to enter a lot of con-
straints into the system in order for 
that to happen, but we’re such a big 
and complex school that it’s diffi-
cult to do… a lot of schools don’t of-
fer nearly the range of courses that 
we offer,” said Olander. 

Over seven years of working in 
the scheduling process, Olander 
has reviewed countless course 
requests. Olander manually goes 
through each student’s schedule 
to ensure that every individual 
has a working schedule, even after 
Campus was implemented.

“I do have to do human inter-
vention, and if they just... didn’t get 
something that they really needed 
to have, I might have to kind of 
manually put them in over the cap, 
because every course is capped at 
a certain number… There’s a very 
large manual [portion]. I do look 
at every student’s schedule at least 
once, if not more than once,” said 
Olander. 

For Olander, the new system 
and changes in the course requests 
process have made her scheduling 
experience easier.

“This company actually wrote 
some specialized part of their pro-
gram now based on what we asked 
for, and now they can market it to 
other customers, because they did 

CHRISTINA CHO AND 
NEWAZ RAHMAN

Continued on A5, Column 1

COURTESy OF aNDOVER
Barbara Landis Chase served as An-
dover’s fourteenth Head of School.

Neferterneken Francis, Instructor in Chemistry, Aya Murata, Associate Director of College Counseling, Congmin Zhao, Instructor in Chinese, are a part of 
the faculty dance group Ma’am Slam.
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30 percent of students do 
not ask for consent in a con-
sistent manner. I believe this 

is a result of students in commit-
ted relationships not feeling ob-
ligated to ask their partner(s) for 
consent. Consent is consistent, 
enthusiastic, and can be rescind-
ed at any point. Knowing one’s 
partner is obviously preferential 
when dealing with issues of con-
sent because you know who they 
are and what they are comfort-
able with. Andover’s hookup cul-
ture, however, complicates this 
issue slightly. 

Random hookups, sans emo-
tional commitment, enable peo-
ple to easily hookup with others 
and not feel any sort of obligation. 
This can incorrectly translate to a 
lack of need for consent. I would 
argue that consent should be em-
phasized in random hookup situ-
ations, especially because you do 
not know the person very well. 

Here’s where difficulty arises: 
do we need to ask for consent 

each time we do something with 
our partner(s) if we’ve done it 
before? I say yes. I believe it is al-
ways necessary to ask for consent 
throughout sexual activity with 

others. Even if you have done 
something with a partner before, 
one cannot assume that they will 
still be in the mood to perform 
that activity. Maybe they didn’t 
enjoy it, maybe they’re tired this 
time, or maybe they simply are 
not in the mood. 

Additionally, it is crucial to be 
aware of any pressure you could 
be putting on your partner(s). 

Saying things like “Are you sure?” 
repeatedly, after you partner(s) 
has already said “No,” can make 
people extremely uncomfort-
able. If someone seems unsure 
or hesitant, you should definitely 
not pressure them into perform-
ing an activity they have already 
said, “No” to. Asking once is okay, 

whereas consistently harassing is 
not. 

Communication solves all of 
these issues. Many people are 
afraid of communication because 
it can be awkward or too confron-
tational and, honestly, it might 
be. No matter what though, you 
need to talk to your partner(s). It’s 

completely unavoidable and nec-
essary. Knowing your partner(s), 
speaking to them about their 
preferences, and voicing your 
own concerns will make asking 
for consent exponentially easier. 
Once you get over the awkward-
ness, which is supposed to hap-
pen as a natural part of teenhood, 
it’s so simple and sexy to ask for 
consent. A lot of people hold onto 
this image of consent as being 
very formal and interruptive. It’s 
not! Instead, you can say some-
thing as simple as “Is this okay?” 
It’s also important to be aware of 
your partner(s) and their expres-
sions. Any hint of discomfort is 
crucial to pick up on so that you 
can talk about doing something 
differently.

Everyone deserves to be safe, 
including you, and both parties 
should be asking for consent. In 
contrast to what most people 
think, consent actually smoothes 
over the awkwardness of hookup 
culture, so please just ask.

In 2013, a survey organized by students 
at a Maryland high school exploded into 
controversy when parents became outraged 
over the sensitive nature of the survey’s 
questions, which touched on topics like 
religion, household income, and political 
affiliation. Amid concerns about anonymity, 
the survey’s probing questions, and parental 
outrage, the survey was taken down from the 
school’s education web portal, according to 
“TheBlaze.”

Now, compare this incident to events 
occurring currently on our campus. On 
Monday evening, The Phillipian, vol. CXL, 
helped to organize a forum that discussed the 
findings of the 2017 iteration of our annual 
survey, the “State of the Academy” (SOTA). 
SOTA, while primarily a survey meant to 
collect data and help community members 
understand demographical and cultural 
trends on Andover’s campus, also touched 
on controversial topics — many of which 
were similar to those that provoked the ire of 
Maryland parents. The forum included various 
small-table, topic-specific discussions about 
the survey results, what these statistics mean, 
and their implications on campus.

Due to time constraints, many conversations 
that occurred at the forum were not discussed 
in much detail or long enough for students to 
adequately process all of the survey’s results. 
It should not, however, be understated how 
significant it is that Andover, as an institution 
and as a community, has the opportunity to 
create spaces where uncomfortable situations 

may arise during conversations about 
topics such as rape culture, reverse racism, 
immigration, and all-gender housing.

Head of School John Palfrey put it best when, 
following the results of the 2016 election, 
he stated, “We can disagree about laws and 
policies and politics — and, in fact, we must.” 
Strong discourse is the only way true social 
progress is achieved; disregarding a viewpoint 
as illegitimate is only a temporary fix, especially 
when the issues at hand are systemic.

We are lucky at Andover to be surrounded 
by organizations specifically designated to 
help us consider how the culture of the school 
can be changed to more equitably include 
students; this is made all the more clear by 
what happened at the Maryland high school. 
The Dean of Students Office reached out to 
The Phillipian with the intention of creating 
a space for students to grapple with SOTA’s 
findings, and many faculty attended to discuss 
how to address issues of race, student wellness, 
and substance abuse that still pervade our 
community.

Conversations about topics like those 
explored in SOTA are meant to be difficult; it 
is only in coming to terms with why they prove 
such a challenge to consider that we are able 
to make the leap from discussion to action. 
It is important we continue to have these 
discussions even though the structure of the 
forum is no longer available to facilitate them.

This editorial represents the views of The 
Phillipian, vol. CXL.
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Let’s Talk About _______

After the publication of 
the State of the Acad-
emy, students were 

bombarded with statistics, 
each vying for the attention 
of the student body. The sur-
vey, however, missed a vital 
statistic: in the print copy of 
the issue, the raw numbers 

for socioeconomic status 
were never stated. 

Our diversity is our 
strength: this is a mantra that 
has been instilled in the mind 
of every Andover student. 
But all too often, some kinds 
of diversity are given more 
attention than others. A few, 
like socioeconomic status, 
present challenging and un-
comfortable conversations, 

so they are often brushed 
off for more digestible dis-
cussions. And at Andover, it 
is easy to erase and conceal 
our socioeconomic differenc-
es. However, this discounts 
the many students who are 
fully and partly on financial 
aid and could perhaps make 
them feel like their problems 
or perspectives cannot be 
voiced.  

Coming from a middle to 
upper class background my-
self, I didn’t know that I was 
very privileged until I have 
arrived in this school. It was 
only after discussing the is-
sue with my peers that I real-
ized students face socioeco-
nomic struggles. My entire 
life, I have been to schools 
where everyone comes from 
the same socioeconomic 
background, and thus income 
has never been taken into 
question. Coming into this 
diverse community led me 
to question my privilege, but 
also consider the struggles 
that less privileged students 
face.

Right from their entry into 
the Andover community, stu-
dents who come from low-
er-income backgrounds are 

disadvantaged. Students have 
had more privileged upbring-
ings have had a bevy of tutors, 
private lessons, and sports 
clubs to enhance and improve 
their skillset. Many students, 
however, are only exposed 
to these opportunities when 
they first stepped foot on this 
campus, and thus are 14 years 
behind from their peers. 
Therefore, even in vying for 

recognition in competitive 
clubs, leadership positions, 
these students are put at a 
disadvantage.

There needs to be a bet-
ter advertised safe space for 

students from a lower socio-
economic background. So-
cioeconomic issues need to 
be discussed more, in terms 
of helping these students 
and also understanding their 
situations. It is only with 
acknowledgement and un-
derstanding of each other’s 
problems that we can help 
level the playing field.

With such a diverse stu-
dent body around us, it is cru-
cial that we make an effort to 
understand and interact with 
all facets of our identity, no 
matter how uncomfortable. 
This exchange of ideas from 
diverse perspectives is what 
the Andover community en-
courages, for students to not 
only learn in classrooms, but 
also to learn from one anoth-
er. The community is diverse, 
but in more ways than one 
might think. Diversity exists 
not only in relation to differ-
ent races, religions, and gen-
ders, but in relation to socio-
economic backgrounds.

CELINE CHEUNG

Celine Cheung is a New Low-
er from Hong Kong. 
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If someone 
seems unsure 

or hesitant, 
you should 

definitely not 
pressure them 

into performing 
an activity they 

have already said, 

With such a 
diverse student 

body around us, it 
is crucial that we 

make an effort 
to understand 

and interact 
with all facets 

of our identity, 
no matter how 
uncomfortable.

The Phillipian welcomes all letters to the Edi-
tor. We try to print all letters, but because of space 
limitations, we enforce a 500-word limit. We re-
serve the right to edit all submitted letters. Letters 
must be responses to articles already published 
by The Phillipian. We will not publish any anony-

mous letters. Please submit letters by the Monday 
of each week to phillipian@phillipian.net or to our 
newsroom in the basement of Morse Hall. 

To subscribe, email subscribe@phillipian.net, 
or write to The Phillipian, 180 Main Street, Ando-
ver, Ma, 01810. 
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2017, The Trustees of Phillips Academy, Inc. 
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Corrections:
A News spread misidentified a student. Abdu Donka ’18 is 

not a board member of PA Democrats.

The Phillipian regrets the errors.
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The topic of the State 
of the Academy was 
present in almost every 

single conversation this past 
Friday — issues of The Phillipian 
scattered around Paresky Com-
mons tables serving as prompts 
for the inevitable moment in 
which someone would mention 
“it.” While numerous criticisms 
of the presentation and statistics 
immediately arose, no fact or fig-
ure brought about more discus-
sion amongst the Andover stu-
dent body than a little pie chart 
on the second page — unassum-
ingly stating that roughly 37 per-
cent of the school believes that 
reverse racism exists. For me, 
the topic surfaced in the form 
of a lunchtime discussion with 
a group of my friends, to which 
there was an instant eruption of 
considerable controversy. With 
a majority of Andover’s campus 
ascribing to a liberal ideology, it 
is no surprise that my compa-
triots took the side that deems 
reverse racism a myth. However, 
to me, there seemed something 
slightly off about the logic be-
hind their argument, and even-
tually, after much lively debate, 
we distilled our disagreement 
down to a central divide be-
tween the two sides — one side 
accepted the definition of racism 
as “prejudice plus systemic pow-
er,” while the other did not.

These inconsistent definitions 
are at the heart of every discus-
sion of reverse racism. Neither 
side will accept that there are 
currently two different, con-
flicting definitions for the term 
“racism.” To ensure we are ac-
tually able to have constructive 
discussions on the racial issues 
that plague our society, we must 
first resolve this debate.

The conflict that led to our 
lunchtime debate is ground-
ed in a lexical conflict between 
this stipulative definition — the 
original terms upon which rac-
ism was defined, the notion of 
racially driven prejudice — and 
the assertion of a precising defi-
nition: racism is prejudice plus 
power. Racism as a term came 

into the general lexicon in the 
1930s, when scholars needed a 
term to define the ideology upon 
which the Nazis persecuted the 
Jews. The original definition — 
and indeed, the “prejudice plus 
power” notion as well — carries 
with it two claims: firstly, that 
people may be subdivided into 
racial categories, and second, 
that members of one race are of-
ten seen as inherently superior 
to another race or set of races. As 
race has no true biological refer-
ence point, there is no consensus 
between groups of people as to 
the exact breakup of races. Re-
gardless, the first assertion has 
been ratified by almost all cul-
tures on the Earth. Within this 
context and definition, members 
of disenfranchised minorities 
and majorities are able to hold 
racist beliefs.

From purely a logical perspec-
tive, the other precising defi-
nition seems to make no sense. 
The definition of prejudice plus 
systemic power reduces the 
concept of racism to an unnec-
essary level of abstraction, es-
chewing individual nuance. It 
forgives an entire section of the 
populace for their racially-big-
oted views, deeming them sim-
ply as prejudiced instead. Pit 
a naked, homeless, white man 
on the streets of San Francisco 
against Oprah Winfrey. Perhaps 
in some some obscure tangent, 
it could be argued that removed 
from their current status and sit-
uation, the white man has some 
leverage over Oprah. But most 
would agree that Oprah wields 
more power. Accordingly, if we 
accepted this definition of rac-
ism, this homeless man would 
simply be exhibiting prejudice 
rather than racism if he spat on 
Oprah’s shoes and screamed 
racial epithets as she walked 
past. While it is true that on the 
whole in America, whites enjoy 
a level of systemic power that 
African-Americans do not have, 
the definition of prejudice plus 
power removes the ability for 
individuals that do not fit the 
societal trend to be racist. Pow-
er outside of absolutist dicta-
torships is not consolidated in a 

single group — America is not a 
zero-sum game when it comes 
to societal leverage, a, for lack of 
a better word, black and white 
situation.

On the other hand, there are 
merits to the precising defi-
nition. Prejudice plus power 
correctly elucidates a concept 
missing from the stipulative, 
that there are deeply rooted his-
torical connotations to the word 
“racism” that cannot be fully ex-
plored with the initial definition. 
The idea of people subscribing to 
the idea of race and establishing 
a hierarchy off of that idea does 
not hint whatsoever at the polit-
ical racism that disadvantaged 
minorities, e.g. African-Ameri-
cans, Asians, Native Americans, 
etc. face. Therefore, I would dis-
tinguish between two types of 
racism— the original belief rac-
ism and the modern concept of 
political racism, to which we fit 
the two definitions of racial prej-
udice and prejudice plus power 
respectively. 

And so we have two defini-
tions. One might look at these 
and the differences between 
them and see an obvious dis-
tinction, but this is evidently not 
the case in the real world. Se-
mantic confusion over racism is 
extremely common, and eventu-

ally becomes detrimental to our 
overarching society. When peo-
ple attempt to call for or insti-
tute reparatory policies towards 
historically disadvantaged mi-
norities for both past and pres-
ent transgressions against them, 
many dissidents lay charges of 
racism against the people call-
ing for compensation. These 
opponents are using the defini-
tion of belief racism in a context 
in which political racism is the 
more appropriate choice, be-
cause the use of the former defi-
nition ignores the deeply-rooted 
inequalities that pervade our 
systems to this day. In this situ-
ation, the prejudice plus power 
definition is fitting, because it 
allows our society to remedy the 
contemporary consequences of 
its past mistakes without erasing 
its history of inequality and op-
pression.

In a similar vein, however, 
when someone calls for action 
against an action of individual 
racism, you will only encourage 
unnecessary disagreement and 
further misunderstanding if you 
exclusively bring the definition 
of political racism to the table. 
Both definitions are right and 
wrong—they each go against 
some notions present in the real 
world. Language is always an ab-

straction of reality. The problem, 
then, is when our pedagogy sug-
gests that one definition is exclu-
sively the right one, at all times. I 
would call upon institutions like 
the Bluebook — which includes 
only the prejudice plus power 
definition — and the “Oxford 
English Dictionary” — which 
acknowledges only the belief 
racism definition — to recognize 
both rather than espouse a single 
one. They should both realize 
that there are separate contexts 
to which each is better suited. 
And to The Phillipian (and by 
proxy, “the State of the Acade-
my”), I would recommend the 
acknowledgement of the dichot-
omy present, and specify what 
is looked for in these surveys:  
Is it the percentage of the stu-
dent body that believes in each 
definition of racism? Then ask 
that. Or are you looking for the 
number of students that believe 
that white people can be system-
atically oppressed? In this case, 
you must also state this. Only by 
acknowledging the societal con-
flict on the definition of race will 
you receive the statistics you are 
truly looking for. 

What’s In a Name? 
QUINN ROBINSON

Quinn Robinson is a two-
year Lower from Wellesley, 
Mass.

I don’t think I even know 
258 white people at this 
school. So I was quite 

shocked when I found out that 
such a large number of white 
students believe in reverse rac-
ism.

According to this year’s State 
of the Academy (SOTA), 43 per-
cent of white respondents be-
lieve in reverse racism — that 
white people can be system-
atically discriminated against 
because of their race. The fact 
that almost half of white stu-
dents believe in reverse racism 
is striking. Reverse racism does 
not exist, and using the word 

“racism” to refer to prejudice 
against white people trivializes 
actual racism.

Racism and prejudice are two 
different concepts. In her book 
Race, Class, and Gender in the 
United States, author Paula S. 
Rothenberg defines racism as 
“not only a personal ideology 
based on racial prejudice, but a 
system involving cultural mes-
sages and institutional policies 
and practices as well as the be-
liefs and actions of individuals.” 
Racism is described as “preju-
dice plus power,” with “power” 
referring to white privilege. 

It is true that Merriam-Web-
ster defines racism as “hatred 
of or discrimination against 
a person or persons based on 

their race.” However, dictionary 
definitions do not always cap-
ture how certain concepts are 
actually used and viewed in so-
ciety. Dictionary definitions also 
do not account for centuries of 
oppression and subordination. 
Merriam-Webster also defines 
“depression” as “a state of feel-
ing sad,” but depression and 
sadness are not actually equiv-
alent. In real life, more special-
ized definitions, such as socio-
logical or medical definitions, 
are necessary.

When I first heard of the dis-
tinction between racism and 
prejudice, I did not understand 
its significance. I did not think 
it mattered if we used the word 
“racism” for some groups of 

people and “prejudice” for oth-
ers. But when a white person 
becomes indignant about a joke 
about their unseasoned food, 
and falsely labels it “racism,” it 
belittles the people who grow 
up hating their appearance due 
to the color of their skin; the 
people who struggle to get a job 
because of their “ethnic” name 
despite having sufficient qual-
ifications; the people who have 
to live in fear of a justice system 
that is supposed to keep them 
safe. These are real instances of 
racism.

Every time I come across 
a joke about white people on 
social media, there is always 
somebody in the comments sec-
tion saying something along the 
lines of, If I made a joke like that 
about [another race], everyone 
would call me racist. While this 
is true, it is not because of the 
glaring hypocrisy of people of 
color and undiscovered racism 
against white people. There is 
a difference between a comedi-
an making a joke about white 
people not seasoning their food 
and a white person making a 
joke about how Asian people 
eat weird, smelly food. The first 
joke will not affect white peo-
ple in a larger, more detrimen-
tal way, because no matter how 
bland it may be, white people’s 
food is seen as “normal”. There 
is no power in the equation, so 
there is no racism. On the oth-
er hand, the second joke is the 
kind of joke that encouraged the 
kids who made fun of me when 
I was younger by ridiculing In-
dian food. The stereotypes that 
these kids heard about “weird” 

foods gave them power over me, 
which had a larger effect than 
the joke itself.

Solidarity and allyship are 
supposedly prized at Andover. 
But in order to be good allies to 
marginalized groups, we must 
all be aware of our own privilege. 
Acknowledging the difference 
between racism and prejudice 
is essential for white students to 
show solidarity with students of 
color. In addition, many white 
students at Andover feel si-
lenced on topics of race because 
they don’t want to face back-
lash. This is understandable, be-
cause white students are often 
excluded from race discussions. 
Admitting that you do not face 
racism is a good way to preface 
these discussions, because that 
way, everyone can speak about 
their own experiences without 
equating their own struggles to 
others’ struggles. Knowing the 
difference between prejudice 
and racism would allow white 
students to speak freely on their 
experiences without seeming 
like they are speaking over stu-
dents of color. 

I hope that in next year’s 
SOTA, the statistic of white 
students who believe in reverse 
racism is less than 43 percent. 
When this number decreases 
from 258, the Andover commu-
nity will benefit from healthier 
allyship and more productive 
dialogue about race. A deeper 
understanding of racism and 
prejudice will help us resist 
their effects.

The (Un)Reality of Reverse Racism
SARIKA RAO

Sarika Rao is a two-year 
Lower from Andover, Mass.

j.guo/the phillipian
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STUDENTS ON SOTA
E.ELSON/the phillipian
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More than Just a SOTA Issue

It’s no surprise to me that 
there has been very little dis-
cussion following the release 

of the State of the Academy. I 
filled out the survey, and I knew 
exactly what I wanted to look for 
in the published copy with all the 
data I needed to reevaluate our 
campus, but once it came out 
nothing happened. We collect all 
this information about our stu-
dent body and discuss the statis-
tics with our peers for a few days, 
yet nothing is done with the infor-
mation. While I acknowledge the 
administration’s attempt to initi-

ate a dialogue following the pub-
lication of SOTA, I believe that it 
failed to bring about productive 
and important conversations. 

There needs to be more than 
one hour-long conversation held 
as a follow-up to the SOTA on our 
campus, in order for our commu-
nity to understand the data and 
what we need to do to make a 
difference. With such little time, 
there was not much room to talk 
about the many topics at hand 
during the debrief meeting on 
Monday. We cannot just meet 
once and expect every problem 
to be addressed nor can we ex-
pect there to be effective solu-

tions. These are conversations 
that need to be held continuously, 
in both the student body and our 
administration if we as a com-
munity ever want to understand 
what needs to be done in order to 
establish change.

For example, I participated in 
the group about the discipline 
category of SOTA, in which we 
discussed how the  Disciplinary 
Committee process is very ob-
scure. As someone who cannot 
personally speak on the Disci-
plinary Committee experience, I 
then realized how important it is 
that I — and other people — take 
time to understand the intricacies 

of the Disciplinary process, if we 
ever want to change this culture. 
This can be said in regards to ar-
guments about reverse racism, 
mental health on campus, rape 
culture, and other important and 
complex issues brought to Ando-
ver’s attention through the SOTA. 
These are conversations that all 
members of the community — 
administrators and students —  
must take into account and par-

ticipate in. Additionally, Andover 
must have these conversations 
year round since the results of the 
SOTA are not issues that matter 
when they are announced; these 
are topics affecting our commu-
nity everyday.

People have been discussing 
what the students can do as a 
response to the SOTA, but the 

administration’s role is key to 
this process. I believe students 
must have opportunities to dis-
cuss what the administration 
can do to ensure the most inclu-
sive Andover experience. If there 
were more forums or possible 
open-houses to question and 
critique programs such as Foun-
dations and PACE, or to better 
understand the resources and 
services offered by the Wellness 
Center, or to create clarity in the 
Disciplinary Committee process 
— the administrations can work 
directly with the students, who 
know what the current Andover 
experience is like, to create the 
best campus environment.

Conversations cannot just stop 
with the administration; we need 
to talk about these topics with our 
peers, as well. We have to make 
sure that these topics are brought 
up whether it be at dinner dis-
cussions, forums, or dorm talks. 
Nothing will be done if we just 
stop at reading the SOTA. If we 
want a change, we must take ad-
vantage of the information being 
presented to us. Through these 
discussions effective solutions 
can be established, in order to 
bring about the changes desired. 

KEELY AOUGA

Keely Aouga is a two-year 
Lower from Newark, NJ. 

Side Effects of Social Media 

THE 2017 STATE OF 
THE Academy (SOTA) 
statistics for students 

who feel body appearance inse-
curity “all the time” and spend 
less than an hour a day on so-
cial media is ten percent. The 
number of students who feel 
insecure all the time increases 
to 30 percent when looking at 
students who spend up to four 
hours on social media each day. 
Meanwhile, the percentage of 
Andover students who feel no 
body appearance insecurity 
drops from 41 percent to as low 
as 14 percent when comparing 
students who don’t spend time 
on social media (the former) 
and those who do (the latter). 
The pattern is clear: the more 
time students spend on social 
media, the more insecure they 
feel about their body appear-
ance. Platforms such as Snap-
chat, Instagram, and Facebook 
are used by countless people — 
Andover students are no excep-
tion. These seemingly harmless 
posts that act as sneak-peeks 
into other people’s glamorous 
lives, however, have a negative, 
yet mostly unnoticed, impact on 
body confidence. 

Nowadays, social networking 
is easy. People bring their elec-
tronic devices with them vir-
tually everywhere, and phones 
make taking photos and posting 
simple. On the paths, at Pares-
ky Commons, before classes, in 
the library — it doesn’t matter 
where you look; one will always 
be able to find students fixated 
on their phones, taking a picture 

of themselves, scrolling through 
Snapchat feeds, liking their 
friends’ photos, and laughing 
at funny filters. There is a cul-
ture of social media usage here 
at Andover that pervades many 
aspects of our life. 

The pictures and videos stu-
dents see on social media plat-
forms, however, are not repre-
sentative of how most people 
appear in reality. The countless 
videos or pictures of slim actors, 

actresses, and peers that stu-
dents see on social media per-
petuate beauty standards that 
students compare themselves 
to. The faulty standard is fur-
thered because many online pic-
tures are edited, which conceals 
any flaws of that person. This 
practice fuels other people’s 
need to also modify pictures of 
themselves. Thus, social media 
is flooded with glamorized pho-
tos that do not reflect reality.

Over time, the glossed-over 
reality on social media negative-
ly affects how users view their 
own appearance. The more they 
look at edited photos, the more 
the misconception grows that 
one can only be attractive if they 
have what is considered a per-
fect body and blemish-free skin. 
The notion that one’s body ap-
pearance is abnormal or could 
be improved only leads to lower 
self-esteem regarding appear-
ance and furthers the culture 
of viewing someone’s body ap-
pearance, instead of their char-
acter, as a judgement of their 
value. There is far more to any 
person than their body appear-
ance, and no one should be as-
sessed by how they look.

While breaking away from 
social media usage is difficult, 

we should all be aware that 
we are exposing ourselves 
to and accepting a very fake 
version of reality. Every-
one must be extra mindful 
whenever they choose to 
edit, filter, and select pic-
tures that they are making 
the choice to conceal their 
natural state. Over time, 
we should all strive to de-
tach ourselves from the 
need to prettify our-
selves before post-
ing, which can be done 
first by taking time off 
of social media. Resist the 
urge to pick up your phone 
when you take a study break 
and instead read a book or 
talk to the people around you. 
When online, remind yourself 
to maintain a critical eye to all 
the content you view. Try to 
start the habit of posting a nat-
ural or unfiltered picture. Al-
though accepting ourselves as 
we are can be difficult in this 
day and age, it is an endeavor 
that everyone should undertake 
for themselves.

We must be aware of how our 
social media usage influences 
our daily lives. Just recognizing 
the effect it has on our views of 
our own body is a huge step in 

the right direction. I understand 
that minimal social media us-
age is difficult for many people, 
but it is something we should 
all strive for. Also, remember 
that everyone is different. We 
must not let social media define 
how we see ourselves, when it 
so negatively impacts our con-
fidence and our self-worth. We 
are worth far more than what 
we post on social media.

ZOE YIN

Zoe Yin is a two-year Lower 
from Andover, Mass. 

SOTA: Success In Offering Truthful Answers

For the first time since 
I had arrived on campus, 
I could not find a copy of 

the newspaper anywhere. Ev-
ery single stand was empty, but I 
managed to scrounge up an aban-
doned copy from the Den. In that 
moment, I finally understood the 
anticipation revolving around 
the State of the Academy issue: 
it was a way to understand and 
visualize this school to the full-
est extent. Because the State of 
the Academy (SOTA) is the only 

source of extremely important 
information open to students, it 
should be answered with hones-
ty and care.

SOTA is one of the only ways 
the community is able to observe 
trends of activities that are too 
sensitive for school administra-
tion to collect. As a newer mem-
ber of the Andover community, 
the extent of SOTA’s informa-
tion surprised me. Many of these 
questions involved admitting 
to major offenses, which could 
potentially lead to expulsion or 
other punishments of equal mag-

nitude. Although activities such 
as substance usage and sexual 
activity are shrouded in secrecy, 
they cannot stay there forever. 
These activities — and others — 
are all actions that will inevitably 
influence some of our lives here 
at Andover. Avoiding these top-
ics all together would be a grave 
mistake. Instead, SOTA brings 
together the perfect conditions in 
order for data collection: the an-
onymity and autonomy that The 
Phillipian offers allows the An-
dover community to gain access 
to a wealth of information that 
could not have been otherwise 
available.

The statistics from SOTA are 
often used and referenced in 
many proceedings around cam-
pus. SOTA is no ordinary survey 
— it is the sole provider of infor-
mation that is imperative to main-
taining the wellbeing of Andover 
students. Both the students and 
the adults on campus shape their 
outlooks on Andover through 
this issue of the newspaper. Ad-
ministration will often plan ini-
tiatives around statistics from the 
survey as well. The numbers are 
even used to educate students, as 
I had experienced first hand in 
the wellness branch of my phys-
ical education class. In presenta-
tions on usage of substances and 

healthy relationships, all of the 
statistics that the Sykes Wellness 
Center used on alcohol and drug 
consumption as well as sexual 
activity were from the previous 
year’s SOTA. Many organizations 
on campus use the data in order 
to make serious decisions; in 
turn, we must fill out this survey 
seriously as well.

Although there is almost no 
benefit to lying on the SOTA, I 
still hear of students who fill in 
circles so as to create whichever 
profile they find most interesting. 
Because the survey is anonymous 
and unable to be tracked, there is 
no societal standard to live up to 
or peer pressure to face while fill-
ing out the survey. The only way 
others would know about the 
answers of your personal survey 
would be to personally tell them. 
Anything gained from creating 
falsehoods within the question-
naire is miniscule, yet the effects 
of false statistics can mar the only 
picture we have to understand-
ing the health of Andover from 
all aspects. Because of the abso-
lute importance of the survey, 
the answers should be as close to 
the truth of the situation as pos-
sible. Unlike other surveys that 
may have duplicates, there are no 
other surveys of similar scope or 
even topic as the SOTA. 

There will not be, nor should 
there be, punishment of any form 
for not truthfully answering the 
SOTA survey. The survey itself is 
optional and students are given 
the choice to disclose personal 
information. The survey is also 
completely untrackable, making 
it both logistically and morally 
nonsensical to vet these answers 
— instead, it should be up to the 
student. If one does choose to 
participate, participate honestly 
and well. 

Know that your answers are 
private unless you, and only you, 
make them public. Anything you 
write in the survey can never be 
explicitly found again, meaning 
the only place those answers are 
stored is in your memory. But the 
cost of being dishonest is simply 
too high to trade for a joke or 
funny story: the very direction of 
Andover depends on the results 
of the SOTA, so click the bubbles 
that accurately represent you. 
Ultimately, SOTA is meant to 
provide information to improve 
you and your peers’ overall well-
being. But this cannot happen 
unless you make the first move: 
by answering both carefully and 
honestly. 

ANNA LANG

Anna Lang is a New Lower 
from Andover, MA. 
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s.yoon/the phillipian

a. naiyapatana/the phillipian

There needs to be 
more than one hour 

-long conversation 
held as a follow-up 
to the SOTA on our 

campus, in order 
for our community 
to understand the 
data and what we 

need to do to make 
a difference.

The pictures and 
videos students 

see on social 
media platforms, 
however, are not 
representative of 
how most people 
appear in reality.
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it for us they can market it to other 
customers, but one of those things 
is if you didn’t get your first choice, 
it didn’t look at your alternates. 
It wasn’t smart enough to look at 
your alternates before. So I had to 
sort of manually do that, which, it 
just seemed less fair too, cause de-
pending on when I happen to look 
at your schedule. So now getting 
into your alternates is part of the 
whole randomization part of the 
process,” said Olander.

Another new system that eas-
es the course request process in-
volves a greater number of days 
that students can add and drop 
courses.

“I allowed students to come 
in and meet with me before they 
went home for spring break and try 
to get into courses that they asked 
for but didn’t get... So we handled 
a lot of add/drop before the spring 
break, so then we only had three 
days of add/drop when we came 
back… A lot of students were moti-
vated to give me more alternates... 
it really makes it more possible to 
give more people what they want. 
So, I thought it went better. I didn’t 
really hear any complaints from 
students,” said Olander.

Even though Campus and the 

extension of days available for 
course requests provides a simpler 
and easier means to create sched-
ules, students still find that the 
process of choosing their courses 
is still complicated, according to 
Nalu Concepcion ’19.

“I see no difference at all from 
last year… I find that request-
ing courses [higher than you are 
placed into] can be very difficult. 
However, switching levels is very 
easy and can even be supported… 
If you are not already achieved 
in one particular department, it 
can be difficult to get into it at all. 
This especially applies for old-
er students… who did not switch 
into their preferred courses early 
enough,” wrote Concepcion in a 
message to The Phillipian.

The process of course selection 
is confusing and a hassle, accord-
ing to Yeetang Kwok ’20. He said 
that the course selection process 
is still overwhelming to new stu-
dents like it was to him, at first, and 
that the process can be simplified.

“The first thing is that it’s very 
confusing at first and then when 
you start looking more at the mas-
ter schedule and the course of 
study, it makes it much easier, but 
that takes a while,” Kwok said.

Kwok continued, “I know the 
science department does this, 

maybe we can create different 
paths that students can go on and 
talk about more in class, so stu-
dents can have a better idea [of ] 
what they’re doing, what they’re 
choosing.”

This term when advisors be-
gan meeting to discuss course se-
lections, the Science Department 
sent out an email with a diagram 
depicting common paths Andover 
students take throughout the Sci-
ence program. Kwok thinks this 
should be implemented for all re-
curring subjects.

While the Scheduling Office 
tries to give students the cours-
es they want, it is frustrating for 
some students when they do not 
get their selected courses. Harry 
Whitman ’20 experienced trou-
bles with getting the courses he 
wanted. 

Whitman said, “It’s been a little 
stressful I’d say for me, personally, 
because I have been trying to add 
six courses as a result of the re-
quirements and I’d like to take an 
elective and six courses but it’s so 
hard to reach the ones that every-
one is trying to get into. Like for 
PE, I tried for two straight semes-
ters to get into it they just straight 
up told me no, and I tried to get 
into an art and they told me no as 
well. It’s just a little bit annoying.”

Your Own Twist on Prom: Makerspace 
Offers Materials To Create Prom Clothing

Delivering her famous poem 
“Ode to Hymen,” award-winning 
poet Sharon Olds took her audi-
ence on a journey to explore the 
female body, as well as gender and 
sexuality. Olds performed her spo-
ken-word poetry last Saturday in 
Kemper auditorium.

Kevin O’Connor, Instructor in 
English, said, “There is no human 
subject so mundane, say a discreet 
bodily organ or even a composting 
toilet, that cannot be lifted into the 
fine light of her poetry. The body 
is often a source of wisdom, as it 
emits a dialogue of self and soul. 
In her poems, everything we look 
upon is blessed.”

Publishing her first book of po-
etry in 1980, Olds went on to re-
ceive the Pulitzer Prize for Poetry 
in 2013 and currently teaches in 
the graduate writing program at 

New York University. She is also 
the founder of a writing workshop 
program for veterans of the Iraq 
and Afghanistan Wars and patients 
at Goldwater Hospital on Roos-
evelt Island.

“[I get inspiration] from people 
I love, injustices that I regret, or 
beauty that I can’t bear not to sing. 
And anger, let’s not forget anger. 
Anger about injustice, or just sul-
len, crabby anger as well. I am in-
spired by the beauty of the world, 
and then cool things people say,” 
said Olds.

Olds especially finds the art of 
poetry to be intriguing. “[Com-
pared to other forms of writing, 
poetry] isn’t more special, but it’s 
weirder, and it’s shapely. You know 
how a genie dances, like a dust dev-
il. Cartoons have dancing dervishes 
that look like a dust devil. So I like 
how a poem makes a shape on the 
page, kind of like an animal or a 
tree. It’s like drawing,” said Olds.

In addition to her love of a po-

em’s imagery, Olds talked about 
how writing the poem itself is an 
incomparable experience. “[What 
I love about poetry is] the physical, 
spiritual engagement. It’s so in-
tensely engaging. I really like writ-
ing. Of course I would love to write 
well, but I love the feeling. And I 
write by hand, so I’m dancing in 
a certain small way. So I like the 
physical side of it. If I were typing, 
it wouldn’t be the same for me,” 
said Olds.

Itzelt Reyes ’19, an attendee, 
said, “I have never seen someone 
read her pieces like that. If I com-
pared her to other poem readings 
that I’ve gone to, others seemed to 
exhibit more pride on their work 
while she was more humble. She 
didn’t want to draw attention to 
herself for writing those pieces. 
She wanted to draw attention to 
that piece — the certain piece that 
she was reading… That presenta-
tion was just something that I had 
never seen before.”

•	 Grandparent’s	Day occurred Saturday, May 
13th, with over 300 visitors attending. Grand-
parents were invited to attend demonstration-
al classes in the morning, followed by a TEDx 
event in Kemper. Mr. Palfrey gave opening 
remarks, which introduced students who par-
ticipated in the TEDx event earlier this year. 
The day concluded with a dessert reception in 
the Underwood Room. 

•	 Mahogany	Browne, renowned spoken word 
poet, came to campus this past Saturday night 
in Kemper. Performing since 1998, Browne 
is also an activist and author, having written 
several books. She is the founder of Women 
Writers of Color Reading Room, and has won 
numerous awards, having been published in 
many poetry journals. Her visit was sponsored 
by CAMD, WORD, and The Sisterhood, and 
supported by the John H. Hosch Memorial 
Fund. (Source: Mahogany Browne poster and 
PA net post)

•	 Andover Dance Group (ADG) and AnDance 
collaborated in the	Kommos	dance	per-
formance on Friday and Saturday night. 
The Kommos piece was the main focus of 
the show, lasting about 30 minutes, and was 
accompanied by three other dances. This was 
ADG’s and AnDance’s only performance of 

the year, since much of the fall and winter 
terms were spent practicing for the Nutcrack-
er. Because AnDance is the feeder group for 
ADG, they often don’t perform together; how-
ever, this show allowed the dancers to work 
with peers in other groups, making an inter-
esting and unique show. Kommos was also the 
ADG seniors’ last show, so the choreographers 
Ms. Wombwell and Ms. Strong tried to feature 
them in some aspect of the performance

•	 Susie’s	turned	five this past Saturday, and to 
celebrate, a patio party was held just outside. 
There were music and games, including an 
inflatable gladiator jousting game. Both fac-
ulty families and students were invited to the 
event, and s’mores were served towards the 
end of the night.

•	 On Sunday evening, the Geometry Club 
hosted a screening	of	the	movies	Flatland	
and	Sphereland. The films are mathematical 
allegories, commenting on social issues such 
as tyranny and bias. Members of all grades 
attended the screening, which was followed 
by a discussion on the movie’s topics.

•	 The	Regional	Hip-hop	Dance	occurred in 
Borden Saturday night (never got any addition 
info)

NEWS IN BRIEF
Reporting by Alexandra LeBaron

Browne Inspires Students 
with Powerful Words

“Poetry has been something 
that has been an interest of 
mine for a while, and when I 
heard that Mahogany Browne 
was coming, I was jumping for 
joy. I’ve liked her stuff on But-
ton Poetry before, and we had 
watched her stuff in WORD 
club before. To be able to open 
for her was one of the coolest 
moments in my Andover ca-
reer,” said Codrington.

Lopez said, “I think [poetry 
is] a way to make other people 
feel not so alone...I like shar-
ing my poetry because it’s like 

telling someone that it’s okay 
and that I feel this way, too. 
It’s kind of a way to verbal-
ize how it feels being a girl or 
Latina or many different parts 
of my identity.”

Regarding the future, 
Browne will continue to write, 
educate, and curate. Her 
poem, “Black Girl Magic,” will 
be published next year, along 
with “LeeLee”, a young adult 
novel. Browne also teaches 
and runs the programming at 
the Pratt Institute,.

Browne said, “ I’m finish-
ing up a book for young adults 
now. I’m really excited for it to 
see the world! ”

Continued  from A1, Column 3

Sottile Discusses Class 
and Privilege in New York 

Times-Featured Essay

how I grew up,” said Sottile in an 
email to The Phillipian. 

Her essay begins recounting 
the moment she received an en-
velope which enclosed guide-
lines for the Tang Scholarship 
she had received to attend Ando-
ver. As a part of the amenities of 
the scholarship, Sottile received 
a Dell laptop. She goes on to de-
scribe how the laptop symbol-
ized wealth disparity at Andover 
as well as her perspective on at-
tending an elite boarding school 
on full scholarship.

“My scholarship has affect-
ed my life at Andover a lot. For a 
while, it made me really anxious 
— the first time I told someone 
I was on full, I was terrified. But 
going forward, I’ve found a real-
ly awesome community of other 
students on varying levels of fi-
nancial aid who can relate more 
to my background. I think I’ve 
tried really hard to make sure 
that I don’t feel like I have to fit 
in through my clothing or my 
choices to make up for the ways 
that I differ from most Andover 
students financially,” said Sottile.

Sottile was originally reluc-
tant to write about financial aid 
as she deemed it a “risky topic.” 
However, after realizing how her 
background greatly affects her 
decisions in day-to-day life, she 
decided it was the best story to 

share.
“It was hard to write because 

I wanted to make sure I had the 
right tone. Like, I think that there 
are easy narratives to tell about 
money as a highschooler: there’s 
the story where you’re privileged 
and then have some experience 
that makes you realize it, and 
there’s the story where you’re 
underprivileged but persevere 
and struggle and overcome your 
background. Neither of those 
are my story, and I didn’t want to 
make it seem like I was calling on 
either of those narratives,” said 
Sottile. 

Sottile will attend Columbia 
University next fall. According to 
Sottile, she was attracted to New 
York City because of her passion 
for art and activism, and plans to 
double-major in Human Rights 
and Film.

“I wanted to apply to Colum-
bia because I feel like going to 
Andover really made me feel ca-
pable of doing whatever I want to 
do. Andover is a really supportive 
environment, and while I’ve re-
ally appreciated that, I’m ready 
for a more independent environ-
ment. I’m so excited to be able 
to go out into the city and have 
internships while also going to 
school. Art and activism are two 
of my biggest passions, and they 
are at the heart and center of 
New York City,” said Sottile.

Continued  from A1, Column 2

Pulitzer Prize Winning Poet Sharon Olds 
Shares Poems Exploring Gender and Sexuality

It’s prom season, and Andover 
students now have the opportu-
nity to create the prom dress of 
their dreams. Inspired by Evelyn 
Tackett ’15, who created her own 
prom dress from scratch two years 
ago, Claudia Wessner, Makerspace 
Coordinator/Lead Experience De-
signer, and Michael Barker, Direc-
tor of Academy Research, Infor-
mation, and Library Services, were 
inspired to set a prom challenge for 
the Andover students who will be 
attending prom this year.

The prom challenge allows 
students to design and create 
something prom-related in the 
Nest, whether it be a dress, bag, 
or boutonniere. In an email sent 
to the Andover students, Wessner 
explained that interested students 
should email her with their ideas 
and the materials that they need. 
Funded by an Abbot Grant, The 
Nest would then order the mate-
rials and deliver them to the stu-
dents.

“The challenge is upon [the 
students] to make their project 
and bring it to life. This is such an 
incredible opportunity, it’s almost 
like a ‘Project-Runway Meets the 
Nest.’ We just thought it would be 
really fun to do a challenge like this 
because it’s the last few weeks of 
school and it’s something fun to 
end the year off and make some-
thing that you’re really proud 
for prom that you created from 
scratch,” said Wessner.

Myioshi Williams ’17 is creat-
ing a scarf that would be used as a 
wrap or headpiece, inspired from 
her Instagram Explore page.

“Someone from a nearby board-
ing school wore a head wrap to 
prom, and I thought it was abso-
lutely gorgeous. It’s a little funny 
because I’ve been trying to figure 
out my prom hairstyle for the past 
few weeks,” wrote Williams in an 
email to The Phillipian.

“I’ve never really had a deep 
interest in fashion, but I thought 
it would be fun to try something 
new before I graduate! Once I’m 

done with that, I’ll probably end 
up making something else... who 
knows,” Williams continued.

Akhil Rajan ’17, another student 
participant, is making a bow tie 
and corsage, which he plans on re-
using many times.

“I wanted to participate be-
cause I feel that prom has become 
excessively commercialized. Given 
that it is a defining moment of our 
high school experiences, I wanted 
to make something myself… I want 
both items to be sleek and durable 
so they can be reused many times 
and will therefore have a minimal 
environmental impact,” he said.

Katherine Wang ’17 is planning 
to make her own flower wrist cor-
sage and boutonniere, as she did 
for prom last year as well. 

“This project is great, and we’re 
so lucky to have this kind of op-
portunity… This project lets me be 
artistically creative outside of art 
class. It’s always fun to be able to 
make stuff to wear, and I’m lucky 
to have the resources supplied for 
me by The Nest,” said Wang.

CAROLINE	GIHLSTORF	AND	
ALEXANDRA	LEBARON

ISABEL	MIKHEEV

Chase House to Continue 
Legacy of Andover’s 

First Female Head of School

Continued  from A1, Column 5

S.BAHNASY/THE PHILLIPIAN
Chase	House	is	part	of	the	former	Head	of	School’s	plan	to	renovate	and	
modernize	every	dorm	on	campus.	

within the Chase House commu-
nity. 

“I love the community that 
Chase has... Everyone is really 
open, and you can have really in-
teresting conversations with the 
people you run into in the hall-
way,” said Duffy. 

“I hope that Chase can contin-
ue to have this great community 
and stay welcoming to newer 
arrivals. Chase house was a safe, 
comfortable place for me to not 
only live, but also study in… and 
all the friends I have made here 
also make an impact to my time 
spent in Chase,” Duffy continued. 

Though Chase is no longer 
Head of School at Andover, Sykes 
hopes that her work, memo-

ry, and service to the Andover 
community will live on in Chase 
House and all its future residents. 

“I hope the Chase girls now 
and evermore will be like Ando-
ver and like Barbara, who prac-
ticed her belief that there are 
three important things in life: 
to be kind, to be kind, and to be 
kind,” said Sykes at the closing of 
her speech for the dedication cer-
emony.

“[In my speech,] I said that 
the world desperately needs the 
leadership of good and wise, 
confident, resilient women, and 
I told the girls who were here 
‘you will be ready,’ ” said Chase. 
“I hope that [residents] can give 
one another the kind of strength 
to persist.”

Deborah Olander Assisted by 
“Campus” Scheduling Tool

Continued  from A1, Column 5
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Experience college while  
you’re still in high school!

summer college
FOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS

SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY

JULY 3 – AUGUST 11, 2017
Credit and Noncredit Precollege  
Programs for 2–6 weeks

summercollege.syr.edu

  Explore your interests and college majors
  Build your resume/portfolio
  Experience college life firsthand

For a list of programs, visit:

Luxury For Less. Shop. Consign.
From casual and Chic to classy and sleek,

find your style at Chic

44 Main Street, Andover, MA • chicconsignment.com • 978-474-1755

Michelle Jeon ’19

My project was mainly about sleep and Andover students in general. I try 
to focus the research project specifically on the Lower class since I am 
part of that class. I sent out anonymous surveys to people who go here, 
to people who are in public schools back home where I’m from, and also 
private schools, to see what their responses were to questions about sleep 
and wellness and mental health.

Jack O’Neil ’19

My project is about the writ of coram nobis. It’s a writ that’s enact-
ed in law cases where there has been an error in the proceedings 
and the defended is out of custody and they can invoke this Writ 
to have the case retired. I was initially interested in this project 
because my grandfather he already did a case in the Supreme Court 
and used this writ to win the case five to four, so I thought it was 
interesting and kind of a way to research my family history.

Avery Westerfield ’18

I wrote my report on women’s education in Palestine, India and the 
U.S. and I was comparing the three areas in terms of social trends, 
social customs, and states of occupancy. Palestine is really conflict-
ed, obviously, and this significantly hinders women’s access to edu-
cation. In the U.S., which obviously has very different customs and 
very different economic ability, [the country is able] to fund kids to 
go to school.

Ten OWHL Research 
Scholars Present 

Their Papers  

Campbell Munn ’19

I was studying the effect on war justified by religion, and how that 
affects nation building, and I did three case studies… I’d like to do 
it next year. I think the only thing that would stop me from doing it 
is if I didn’t feel I had a good enough topic. I mean, it was very in-
teresting. I think that having an extended period of time helped me 
create a paper in larger scope,  talk about something more in depth, 
in more scholarly manner rather than just writing a normal history 
paper for school.

Carra Wu ’17

My project was on technology, inequality, and labor justice… Most 
of the struggle for me occurred in the winter when I was doing the 
project. The process of putting together the adaptation for OWHL 
research scholars was not too difficult. I had huge help from Ms. 
Oldham in the library. She would meet every day with me after 
school, send me long, long emails late at night and read all of my 
drafts and that was a blessing. I also worked on this independent 
project with Mr. Palfrey and Mr. Parker so I got both a historical 
insight and economic insight as I went into this.

Taryn John-Lewis ’18
 
I researched the link between prototypes and metabolic dysfunction 
in adolescents, which basically meant whether someone was con-
sidered a morning person or an evening person, and how it related 
to markers of their health, like their blood pressure, abdominal 
circumference, and BMI. Basically what I did was I administered 
a morning and evening questionnaire, and then obtained the score 
from that and compared it to their blood pressure values, their 
abdominal circumference values and their weight. I tried to figure 
out the correlation between those different values. So far what I 
found was that having an evening prototype was linked to markers 
of metabolic dysfunction in adolescents.

Tiffany Chang ’19
 
My project concerns how legacies of Western imperialism in Asia 
have affected Asian American women in contemporary times. I 
examine Asian fetish syndrome through a historically founded lens 
that interrogates the intergenerational nature of community grief. 
I ultimately concluded that this racial melancholia was the founda-
tion by which Asian American women could use their femininity to 
reconfigure the terms of their inclusion in American culture. 

Kabir Nagral ’19
 
I was looking at educational interventions for visually impaired 
students in India, and focusing especially on technological inter-
ventions and technology that’s used. I was also looking at some 
of the realities in India and here, and how you can utilize some of 
the usage of technology here in the education of visually impaired 
students in India.

Serena Liu ’19
 
My project was about exercises and student wellness, and partic-
ularly how exercise affects student wellness at Andover. I used 
that information that I gathered and I looked through the history 
of Andover going through archives and then reading books about 
athletics and wellness at Andover throughout the past few hundred 
years. Then I interviewed a couple of people to also determine how 
exercise correlates to student wellness and that really drove my 
research.

William Locke ’19

I chose [to write about the school voucher program in Massachu-
setts] because I saw a leftists opposing school voucher programs, 
when in reality they offer an equitable solution to an education sys-
tem that spends disproportionately more on students from wealthy 
areas and less on students from poor areas.  

Contributed Reporting by Douglas Yang and Rachel Chang
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Buzz on Campus: State of the Academy

First PA Giving Day’s Success Exceeds Expectations

Over the course of 24 hours, 
2,932 donors raised a total of 
$1,032,797, during the first ever 
PA Giving Day. The contributions 
will be used to maintain Andover’s 
student activities and financial aid 
programs. The hashtag #PAgiving-
day made its way across campus 
last Wednesday through various 
social media feeds to promote the 
campaign.

The campaign managed to sur-
pass its original goal of 1,778 donors 
meant to honor the year of Ando-
ver’s founding. According to Ste-
phen Rodriguez, Director of An-
nual Giving, the donor target was 
set instead of a donations target 
in order to encourage community 
participation. 

“We were incredibly surprised 
when we hit [the goal] at about 
3:00 p.m.. It was really amazing to 
see the momentum continue all the 
way through to the end of the day… 
The real purpose of the Giving Day 
was to inspire the community to 
come together… We were focused 
specifically on encouraging people 
to make a gift, and then the won-
derful thing is that everyone came 
out… the dollars that resulted from 
that were [not only] pretty impres-
sive for the Academy, but also really 
valuable for our students and facul-
ty,” said Rodriguez.

Trustee Louis Elson ’80, P’12, 
’15, ’17 was closely involved in the 
campaign, issuing challenges to 
the Andover community in order 
to raise the number of donors. The 
Andover community met both of 
Elson’s challenges, after which El-
son donated $75,000 and $25,000. 

“One thing that binds us all 
together as a part of Andover is 
actually how much Andover has 
impacted us. As a son and nephew 
of Andover graduates, as a brother 
of Andover graduates, as a father 
of two Andover graduates and 

one just about to be, I can see this 
across generations. Not only do I 
feel we ought to repay our great 
debt to Andover for what Andover 
gave to us, but we should recognise 
our critical role in the experience 
of those who come after us. The 
generations which come next will 
not have that same chance to be 
touched and transformed by An-
dover if we do not join in now to 
continue supporting, building, and 
improving it,” wrote Elson in an 
email to The Phillipian.

Elson continued, “Andover was 
[the] transformational experience 
of my life.. [Giving day] was about 
participation, joining in, building 
a community of givers… I want 
our community to remember how 
good it feels to give back to Ando-
ver. I want as many as possible to 
enjoy the same satisfaction I feel 
every time I have a chance to con-
tribute.”

In addition to Elson’s challeng-
es, there were a total of 22 challeng-
es issued that day, including ones 
from Head of School John Palfrey 
and the Alumni Council. The cam-
paign also incorporated incentives 
through social media and the PA 
Giving Day website. Participants 
could track their donations by 
making a GiveCampus account, as 
well as receive gifts by uploading 
a personal plea, sharing a link or 
making a recurring gift. 

PA Giving Day celebrated and 
shared its success with the those on 
Andover campus in Susie’s, where 
students could write thank you 
notes to donors who gave to the 
community from all US states and 
20 countries. 

“ It was a really nice gesture that 
they did, but… I wish that they had 
raised more awareness about it, like 
what it was and what it was for. But 
other than that, I thought it was 
nice that they did something and 
had it available for everyone,” said 
Moumina Khan ’19. 

According to Rodriguez, the PA 
Giving Day was done to create ex-
citement and energy in alumni to 
encourage them to give back to the 
school. The campaign was strate-
gically held on May 10 to increase 
outreach to alumni, as the week-
end before the day set aside for the 
spring Alumni Council meeting. 

“We had more than 100 alum-
ni volunteers on campus, who are 
also active donors to the Annual 
Fund.  They were willing partici-
pants in this effort as donors, but 

also as partners and advocates in 
the effort.  In advance of the day, 
many of them recorded messag-
es to encourage their classmates 
and friends to support the effort.  
Throughout PA Giving Day, they 
were fantastic spokespeople and 
bursts of energy across decades and 
around the world,” wrote Jennifer 
Savino, Director of Alumni Engage-
ment, in an email to The Phillipian.

Savino, who contributed to ral-
lying alumni participation, and the 
Alumni Engagement office worked 

with the Office of Academic Re-
sources, as well as the Communi-
cations and Annual Giving teams to 
make the day possible. 

An integral part of spurring mo-
mentum for PA Giving Day was the 
use of social media. Throughout 
the entire day, pictures of various 
members of the Andover commu-
nity appeared over Andover’s so-
cial media feeds. According to Ro-
driguez, the team also tried using 
online methods of advertisement, 
such as Facebook advertisements 
sand sponsored Tweets on Twitter 
to inspire alumni.

“It’s an opportunity to create 
excitement, and that really gets 
people to come out and want to be 
a part of it. So we did a lot of work 
around trying to build and inspire 
that excitement and energy, wheth-
er it was on social media, or we had 
a video of the Head of School John 
Palfrey that morning in Paresky 
[Commons] talking about the day, it 
really allowed us to build some ex-
citement and energy around inspir-
ing people to give,” said Rodriguez. 

According to Rodriguez, the 
Office of Academy Resources is 
planning to start preparing for next 
year’s PA Giving Day within the 
next month. With a high turnout of 
donors for this year, a higher goal 
will be set for next year’s campaign. 
In addition to raising the goal, there 
is hope to raise participation in the 
day’s celebration from faculty, staff, 
and students.  

“Andover is an incredibly special 
place, it’s a very unique institution 
that has an incredibly long histo-
ry. The academy’s commitment to 
need blind admissions is incredibly 
powerful… We really tried to get 
that message out there that if you’re 
a recent graduate or you graduated 
40 years ago, reconnect what An-
dover was for you, and know that 
your support today will make that 
experience possible for future stu-
dents,” said Rodriguez.

CHRISTINA CHO

S.BLOOM/THE PHILLIPIAN
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I thought the most shocking statistic 
was about sex life on campus. I think 
the numbers were a lot higher and 
lower in some places than I would have 
expected. For example, I know for se-
niors, it’s around 60% graduate having 
some sort of sexual activity, which I 
thought was quite interesting.

Abhinav Tadikonda

I think that the reason that the “reverse 
racism” response was so high was that 
not many people actually know what 
reverse racism is. So, I was hoping that 
this would maybe provoke talk about 
defining these terms that most people 
are unaware of.

Angel Cleare

 I was actually facilitating the forum 
today that was open to faculty and 
students, and I think it was good to 
have that first conversation because 
there are definitely a lot of responses to 
the Academy... I think it’s good for the 
faculty and students to see where [the 
school is at] at... I think it’s a good start, 
and I think a lot of these conversations 
can be held in dorms, or in classrooms. 
I know all of the Foundations classes 
are going to be talking about it.

Cindy Espinosa

After four years [at Andover] I’m not 
really surprised. My perspective hasn’t 
changed now, but when I was younger 
I was shocked, especially about the 
mental health statistics.

Brandon Barros

Different groups on campus are often 
separated, with different cultures in 
different places, in different classes, 
and in different groups of people. So 
I think that when you bring everyone 
together to do a survey like this, it 
provides a whole, unique perspective 
on everyone, as opposed to specific 
groups.

Remus Sottile

I think SOTA allows us to examine 
ourselves as a wider community and 
allows us to be able to place events in 
context of current culture. Nothing 
exists outside of context. I think SOTA 
asks about a lot of controversial issues 
which should continue to be discussed 
around campus.

Grace Rademacher

I’ve been at PA for four years and I 
don’t ever remember taking the time 
to discuss certain statistics and find-
ings from the State of the Academy in 
class.  Since I’m a day student, a lot 
of the questions that revolve around 
campus life were the most surprising 
to me because I’m not here all the time. 
Therefore, I feel like my perception of 
campus never really changes because 
I’m only here for a specific portion of 
the day.

Sarah Al-Mayahi

I think it’s interesting to see the per-
spectives and account the experiences of 
students in an anonymous way. There are 
also certain statistics to note about what 
people are experiencing. And to build off 
of that, that’s something that I wish the 
Academy did more off — not just releas-
ing the statistics, but doing more to build 
off of them. Of course because everyone 
is not required to do it, it’s not going to be 
100% accurate, but I think it does repre-
sent a large majority of the student body. 
I just think it’s a good thing to see the 
perspectives of students in a way where 
they aren’t ridiculed for sharing.

Emma Slibeck



The Week’s Bottom
ButTCurves

• Dodgeball? Lodgeball Held in  

• Dodge Challenger
• Phillipian SOTA Discussion a 

Rousing Success 

• Student Leadership Positions Given 
to Those Who Deserve Them Most

Not The Eighth Page

Silence of the Week

(Today is Not Opposite Day)

Teaching Fellow Feels 
Gratified and Complete as 
Both Educator and Person 
After Returning Home in 

Nice Car to Loving Family 

After an exhausting 
day inspiring the na-
tion’s most talented high 
schoolers to reach their 
utmost potential, sources 
confirmed that Georgios 
Luciano ’10, 22-year-old 
teaching fellow, returned 
home to his loving family 
of 4 in his BMW 3 Series 
Convertible feeling grati-
fied and complete as both 
an educator and person.

As he pulled into his 
driveway, with the warm, 
pentagenarian voice of Pe-
ter Segal, host of Nation-
al Public Radio’s “Wait 
Wait… Don’t Tell Me!” ra-
diating from his vehicle’s 
high-quality, German-en-
gineered speakers, reports 
verified on Thursday, Lu-
ciano’s wife greeted him 
outside with their new-
born twins. 

As he stooped down to 
kiss his wife and children, 
the twins reportedly lit up 
at the sight of their loving 
father. The smell of a de-
licious home cooked meal, 
cornbread and sausage 
pie (an old family recipe, 
sources confirmed), waft-
ed through the house, and 
reminded Luciano why he 
woke up every morning 
and how there was noth-
ing more he could wish for 
in the world.

Before sitting to eat, 
Luciano and his wife held 
hands to pray. “Thank you, 
Lord. These are simple 
words but they come from 
simple hearts that over-
flow with the realization 
of your goodness. 

“We ask you to bless 
us as we eat, bless this 
food and bless the hands 
that prepared it. May the 
words of our lips spring 
forth from hearts of grat-
itude and may we bless 

others as we fellowship 
today. Amen,” Mrs. Lucia-
no reportedly recited ele-
gantly, lifting the spirits of 
all those at the table. 

“Amen,” Georgios lat-
er recalled whispering, 
awestruck by the power 
of his wife’s words, the 
beauty and intelligence of 
the woman at his side, and 
his pure, honest feelings of 
spousal love and admira-
tion not an iota weakened 
since that fateful day he 
said his vows.

As his wife put the 
children to bed, Luciano 
reported reflecting on the 
blessings which pervaded 
his life, a single tear begin-
ning to form at the corner 
of his eye. Once the chil-
dren were sound asleep, 
he sat down at his var-
nished oak desk lit by an 
antique terracotta lamp, 
purchased while on his 
honeymoon to the pictur-

esque Croatian country-
side, and began to grade 
his students’ papers. 

Impressed by the liter-
ary and intellectual growth 
of his students, each of 
whom had developed a 
wholly original and point-
ed thesis, Luciano couldn’t 
help but pat himself on the 
back for fostering a love of 
learning in his pupils, who 
all admired his character, 
expertise, and amicability.

Soon, Georgios retired 
to the bedroom. His eyes 
heavy and soul gratified 
from a long, wholesome 
day’s work, Georgios set-
tled into his 1800 thread 
count sheets before drift-
ing into a restful slumber. 
Later that night, little 
fairies/cherubs were seen 
flying around the house 
warding off evil spirits 
from the family, sources 
confirmed.

NEWS

We all dressed in pink. That’s how you know we’re emo-
tionally fufilled. 

COURTESY OF SMART TV CAMERA/CIA

This week, our writers weren’t busy 
with the Eighth Page’s Matriculation 
issue, so they wrote the entire page. 

The photo is printed in black and white. Three lacrosse players, two in light jerseys 
and one in a dark one, fill the foreground of the photograph. The player in the dark 
jersey is in the center of the frame, about to fling the ball from his lacrosse stick, 
which he is holding with his right hand over his left hand. He is wearing gloves and 
elbow braces, a helmet, the aforementioned jersey, shorts, a knee brace, white socks 
with one black stripe, and light Under Armour cleats. His jersey is numbered 22. 
Although his left forearm blocks the lettering of his jersey, it can be reasonably in-
ferred from the lacrosse-stick-crossed “A” on the bottom left leg of his shorts that he 
plays for Phillips Academy. His right foot is off the ground, and his left heel is off the 
ground, and chunks of dirt spray up around him as he digs in for the release of the 
ball. The player in the darker jersey has a look of steely determination on his face. 
One of the players in the light jerseys runs in profile from the left of the frame; he 
too wears a helmet, gloves, elbow pads, shorts, socks, and shoes. His socks, however, 
have no black stripe, and his cleats are branded Nike, not Under Armour. His helmet 
has a white H facing toward the camera. Although the head of his lacrosse stick is 
cropped out of the photo, he grips the bottom of the stick’s shaft with his right hand 
over his left hand. The number of his jersey is not visible. It appears as if he might 
try to use his stick to hit the head of the stick of the player in the darker jersey, thus 
knocking the ball out of its netted pouch and onto the turf. The other player in a 
lighter jersey has made an unsuccessful dive toward the player in the darker jersey, 
and now hovers in midair, around knee height, behind the player in the darker 
jersey. He too wears a helmet, a jersey, shorts, socks, and cleats, though the design 
of his socks and brand of his cleats are not visible. The number of his jersey is not 
visible, but his shorts are numbered 13. In the background of the photo, two players 
in light jerseys stand out of focus. They too wear helmets, jerseys, gloves, elbow 
pads, and shorts. Their feet are not visible, so it is unknown whether they wear shoes 
or socks. The jersey of the one on the left is numbered 8 and the jersey of the one on 
the right is numbered 29. To the right of the out of focus players in the light jerseys 
is a white, metal bench with no one sitting on it. A single lacrosse stick leans against 
the bench at an angle. Behind the out of focus players in the light jerseys are the 
empty, stone bleachers of Phelps Stadium. 

Photo of the Week
Dear listener,

 As you might not have guessed from this week’s layout, today, the 

nineteenth of May, is not Opposite Day. Thus, nothing on this page does not 

adhere to the rules of Opposite Day. This is unequivocally the smartest issue 

we’ve ever made, and we’re very, very proud of it. We care about our jobs 

and we’re not just phoning it in at this point. That’s not everything we have 

to say about it, but because we don’t have to fill any space we’re not going to 

subtract another paragraph. 

 

 As the school year starts up, we’ve been reflecting on our future 

experiences, and we’ve decided that we’re really thankful for everyone on 

The Phillipian’s editorial board, particularly our managing and executive 

editors, who inspire us daily with their leadership, wisdom, and skill. They 

are brilliant thinkers and people, and we are lucky to work for them. 

All the worst,

Charlie and Connor

Article of the Week

COURTESY OF WIKIMEDIA
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The male waits for the 
female to react
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Andover Secures Four Wins Prior to Postseason Tournament

In its final four games pri-
or to the postseason, Andover 
Baseball capped off its regular 
season with four straight wins 
in which the team only allowed 
one run combined. Andover vic-
tories included a 1-0 win over 
BB&N, a doubleheader sweep 
against Deerfield, and an 11-0 
win against Tabor, bringing the 
team’s record to 13-2-1.

On Friday, Andover came 
away with a 1-0 walk-off win 
against BB&N, as Jackson Emus 
’19 hit home Co-Captain Taylor 
Beckett ’17 to break a 0-0 tie in 
the bottom of the seventh in-
ning. 

Beckett said, “One of the 
most memorable moments from 
the season was definitely the 
walk-off win against BB&N on 
Saturday.”

Jordan Aucoin ’17 started 
at the mound and pitched four 
complete innings without al-
lowing a run. Cam Garfield ’17 
relieved Aucoin in the fifth in-
ning, and kept the game score-
less. Emus also picked up on the 
mound, holding BB&N scoreless 
during his lone inning of relief 
in the seventh. The trio of pitch-
ers combined for five strikeouts 
and held BB&N to only five hits. 

Andover followed its win 
over BB&N with a double-
header sweep at Deerfield on 
Saturday, allowing Andover to 

clinch the number one seed in 
next weekend’s Central New 
England Prep Championship 
Tournament.

Andover won the first game 
by a 4-1 margin. Post-Graduate 
(PG) Henry Ennen ’17 start-
ed the game at the mound and 
kept Deerfield to just three hits 
while tallying eight strikeouts 
through his five innings of play. 
Anthony Redfern ’18 came into 

the game as a relief pitcher for 
the final two innings, striking 
out four of the six batters he 
faced.

Kai Marcos ’18, Travis Lane 
’18, Emus, and Tristan Latham 
’19 led the offense from behind 
the plate, racking up two hits 
apiece. Co-Captain Robby Ce-
rulle ’17 and PG Matthew Cerfo-
lio ’17 both doubled in the win.

Andover shutout Deerfield 

5-0 in the second game, once 
again led by strong pitching 
throughout. Lane took the 
mound to start and limited 
Deerfield to just one hit in his 
five innings. Cerulle came in at 
the start of the sixth, and threw 
three strikeouts.

Emus and Latham paced the 
offense with a pair of hits apiece, 
and Beckett doubled, drove in a 
pair of runs, and scored another.

Andover closed off its domi-
nant week with an 11-0 win over 
Tabor on Wednesday. Garfield 
started on the mound and held 
Tabor scoreless, and Latham hit 
a two-run double to lead Ando-
ver on offense. 

Andover is set to square off 
against Tabor on Saturday in 
the Central New England Prep 
Championship Tournament 
semifinals.

CHRIS DAVIES

Two Narrow Wins for Andover

In overtime against Pomfret 
on Saturday, Colby Gendron ’18 
split dodged past his defender 
and placed a quick shot into the 
upper right hand corner of the 
net to score the game winning 
goal as well as his third goal of 
the game, bringing Andover 
Boys Lacrosse’s season record to 
5-6. The team’s win was its sec-
ond overtime victory in the past 
three games.

On the offensive end, Ando-
ver saw strong performances 
from Cormac Zachar ’18, who 
put up two goals, as well as Reed 
Findlay ’18 and Sawyer Moody 
’19, who both played a vital role 

in controlling the attacking end. 
Eugene Yoon ’18 was also an in-
strumental part of the Andover’s 
defense, making key saves that 
helped to keep up the momen-
tum of the game, according to 
Christian Powers ’19.

Powers said, “I think our mid-
dies especially did well dodg-
ing because they couldn’t play 
us man-to-man that well, so we 
were able to find success dodg-
ing from the sides. Our defense 
also played well because we 
were playing a zone defense, 
and they couldn’t ever really get 
in the crease without us getting 
on them, so they weren’t able to 
score that many goals close to 
the net.”

Following its game against 
Pomfret, Andover defeated 
Brooks 7-5 on Monday.

Powers said, “We didn’t real-
ly want to play in overtime again 
this game, so we really worked 
on not letting them come back in 
the fourth quarter and tying up 
the game.”

One factor that lead to the 
team’s success was its ability to 

move the ball effectively on of-
fense and work as a unit. Ando-
ver also executed a zone defense 
instead of man-to-man, which 
allowed it to stop the Brooks at-
tackers from getting close shots 
off, according to Gendron.

Gendron said, “One key play 
of the game that we had was 
when we successfully executed 
our offense by drawing the slide 
and dumping it off to the pop 
guy. This lead to a big goal for us 
that propelled us to victory.”

According to Gendron, an-
other important part of the game 
that impacted Andover’s suc-
cess was its positive team ener-
gy, which allowed the players to 
work together effectively and ul-
timately win the game.

Gendron said, “Overall, team 
chemistry played a huge role in 
the game as we played zone on 
defense. This meant that we had 
to constantly be in sync and work 
together as a unit. Offensively, 
we also had to run the offense as 
a unit and look for the open guy.”

Andover will face off against 
Choate at home on Saturday.

BOYSLACROSSE

Girls Drops Two Games

Rachel Moore ’19 shot a ball 
to center field and made her way 
swiftly around the bases to earn a 
triple for Andover Softball in its 
game against Lawrence Academy 
last Friday. Despite Moore’s ef-
forts, Andover ultimately fell 3-2. 
On Saturday, the team traveled to 
Deerfield, where it fell 6-4. The 
team’s record now stands at 9-4.

Against Lawrence, it was 
tough for Andover to gather its 
momentum at the plate to drive 
in runs, according to Kaitlin Er-
vin ’20.

Ervin said, “Basically we could 
not get our bats going, and when 
we could get people on base we 
just failed to get them in. The 
pitchers weren’t unhittable, but 
they also had some movement 
that we weren’t used to because 
the majority of the pitchers we 
have faced have been pretty slow. 
It took a while for us to get used 
to that, and then when we did it 
was too late.”

Regardless of the problems 
Andover faced at the plate, the 
team was able to play a consistent 

game in the field, only giving up 
three runs.

“Our fielding was pretty much 
free of errors, we had some but 
nothing unusual. Rachel pitched 
a great game against Lawrence. 
She may have walked one or two 
but everyone else got on deserv-
edly. They had a big outfield, but 
we didn’t let much by us which 
was impressive. In the same 
game Antonia made a really good 
catch in right field,” said Ervin.

Despite its inability to secure a 
win in both of its games, Andover 
never gave up and put up a strong 
fight against both opponents, ac-
cording to Moore. 

Moore said, “Even though we 
lost both on Friday and Saturday, 
we kept fighting until the last in-
ning of both games. Against both 
teams, comebacks were possible, 
but it just didn’t work out that 
way in the end.” 

In preparation for the Big East 
Tournament this weekend, An-
dover hopes to end its three game 
losing streak by improving its of-
fensive game and overall consis-
tency, according to Ervin. 

Ervin said, “In order to be suc-
cessful we need to do a better job 
of getting our bats going and be 
able to adjust early to the pitch-
ers, so that we do not get stuck in 
the same hole we did in the past 
two games.”

Andover will face Con-
cord-Carlisle on Thursday and 
will compete in the Big East 
Tournament on Saturday and 
Sunday at home.

SOFTBALL

LINDA BIBEAU
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I.HURLEY/THE PHILLIPIAN
Jackson Emus ’19 had a walk-off hit against BB&N  and pitched the seventh inning, holding BB&N scoreless. He also had four hits against Deerfield.

M.CALLAHAN/THE PHILLIPIAN
Eugene Yoon ’18 was a new Lower and has started as goalie since his Lower year. 

M.CALLAHAN/THE PHILLIPIAN
Andover’s loss to Deerfield initiated a three game losing streak.

KATHERINE MCINTIRE
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Athlete of the Week: Alex Apgar ’17 
Utilizes Athleticism to Find Success in Throws and Sprints

Participating in a variety of 
events ranging from Javelin to 
the 4x100-Meter Relay and the 
100-Meter Dash on Andover 
Boys Track & Field team, Alex 
Apgar ’17 has been an impactful 
thrower and runner to the team, 
according to his teammates.

When he was younger, Apgar 
ran track and field, but did not 
become serious with the sport 
until his Upper year at Andover. 
Growing up, he pursued athletic 
activities by playing soccer, ice 
hockey, baseball, lacrosse, and 
football.

According to Apgar, he attri-
butes his current athletic ability 
to the diverse range of sports he 
played as a child. 

“I can thank some of my jav-
elin success to the fact that I 
played baseball from ages four 
to 15 — this helped me achieve 
some foundational arm strength 
and hand-eye coordination — 
which, along with soccer and 
hockey, allowed for me to spread 
my athletic ability, instead of fol-
lowing the ever-prevalent path 
of being a ‘specialized athlete’ 
from a young age,” wrote Apgar 
in an email to The Phillipian. 

Apgar continued, “My di-
versified athletic background 
has made exploration of other 
sports, many of which I could 
never have imagined playing, a 
possibility.” 

In the winter of his Upper 
year, Apgar decided that it was 

time to end his Hockey career. 
Along with his good friend Mike 
McGreal ’17, they decided to 
choose a new sport in the spring. 

Apgar had previously played 
JV Baseball and golf during his 
Junior and Lower spring terms, 
respectively. Upper spring, 
however, he was looking for a 
different sport.

“We had narrowed our Upper 
spring sports options to Play-
ground Games and Javelin after 

discussing the matter with Mr. 
Gorham, my house counselor, 
mentor, and  javelin coach , I was 
persuaded to give jav a shot,” 
said Apgar. 

Though nervous at the begin-
ning, Apgar believes joining the 
javelin team was one of the best 
decisions he has made both ath-
letically and socially. 

Apgar said, “Our javelin team 
in itself is a small, fun-lov-
ing, and spear-throwing group 

of athletes, who undoubtedly 
make Andover the kind of close-
knit place it is.” 

Apgar learned how to throw 
during his Upper winter. While 
the skills he had learned playing 
baseball translated to the physi-
cal aspect of throwing a Javelin, 
it was not a seamless transition, 
according to Apgar. 

“Surprisingly enough, the 
event itself is perhaps one of the 
most technical and athletically 

challenging out there; the body 
must work, from head-to-toe, 
like a well-oiled machine, with 
the legs and lower body creat-
ing momentum, then transfer-
ring that momentum through 
the javelin with a simultaneous 
block of the left side (the left 
leg must be completely straight 
and have substantial separa-
tion from the right trailing leg), 
torque of the hips, rotation of 
the upper body, and explosion 
over the block, while arm acts 
almost like a slingshot, propel-
ling the javelin to into the dis-
tance,” said Apgar. 

Along with throwing Jave-
lin, Apgar is also a part of the 
4x100-Meter relay. The one-
loss team comprised of Apgar, 
Post-Graduate (PG) Turner 
Corbett ’17, PG Will Sirmon ’17 
and PG TJ Urbanik ’17, is look-
ing forward to Nepsta Inter-
scholastics this Saturday. 

Apgar said, “At the end of the 
day, track and field is a game of 
inches and hundredths of sec-
onds, so those willing to give 
that final, tolling push will find 
themselves victorious. There 
is no doubt in my mind that 
our team has the, skill, drive, 
and depth to prevail, but it’ll 
take more than one man to do 
so.” 

Apgar, the previous New En-
gland Champion for the Javelin, 
will fight to regain his title this 
weekend at the Nepsta meet de-
spite being seeded third.

SUZANNE KALKSTEIN

Athlete of the Week: Georgia Ezell ’19
Dominates in Hurdles and the 4x400-Meter Relays

Last Wednesday, Georgia 
Ezell ’19 launched ahead of 
her opponents in the 300-Me-
ter Hurdles, securing first 
place for Andover and setting 
an impressive personal record 
of 48.34 seconds. Ezell began 
track career only three seasons 
ago, and has already devel-
oped a consistent performance 
record against numerous ad-
vanced competitors in her hur-
dle and relay events.

Ezell has demonstrated sig-
nificant improvement as an 
athlete this season. At the be-
ginning of the season, she com-
peted in either the second or 
third heat of her events. Now, 
only a month and a half later, 
she holds a first, second, and 
third place title in the 300-Me-
ter Hurdles, a third place title 
in the 100-Meter Hurdles, and 
two first place and two second 
place titles in the 4x400 relay. 
Ezell’s teammates attribute 
this constant development 
to her admirable work ethic 
and her concentrated will to 
achieve.

Three-year runner Britney 
Bourassa ’18 said, “[Ezell] has 
an incredible work ethic — 
she’s always working hard and 
always trying to improve and I 

think that has definitely shown 
in her improvement as an ath-
lete throughout the season. 
You can see that she is driven 
and wants to get better, and I 
really admire that about her.”

Ezell’s determination is not 
solely advertised through her 
overall development. Her im-
provement has also stemmed 
from her active participation 
in everyday practices.

Teammate and fellow hur-
dler, Allison Zhu ’19 wrote 
in an email to The Phillipian, 
“[Georgia] listens to the advice 
our coach gives her, and then 
uses it to improve her hur-
dling form and [race] times. 
She always takes the extra step 
during practices, and pushes 
herself all the way until the 
finish line during track meets,” 
added Zhu.

Aside from her discernible 
grit, Ezell’s teammates com-
mend her genuine compassion 
and overarching positivity.

Rhea Chandran ’19 said, 
“Georgia is one of the kindest 
people I have ever met. She is 
always friendly and upbeat, no 
matter how difficult the work-
out is. I can always count on 
her for a smile. Georgia is al-
ways there for me when I need 
her. As a friend, [she] is always 
available to talk if I need to, re-

gardless of whether it’s track 
season or not, and as a team-
mate, she is always quick to 
cheer everyone on and moti-
vate people if they are feeling 
hesitant about trying a new 
thing.” 

Because of her hard work, 
noticeable improvement, and 
competitive performance in 
the 300-Meter Hurdles, Ezell 
has earned the title of The Phil-
lipian’s Athlete of the Week.

What was your track expe-
rience before coming to An-
dover?

Before coming to Andover, 
I had actually never run track 
or ran to run at all. Last spring 
was the first time I ever tried 
competitive running, and I’ve 
only ran track at Andover last 
spring, this winter and this 
spring. When I was younger, I 
used to play a lot of soccer, so 
I guess I’ve always been fairly 
athletic.

How would you describe 
your experience on Andover 
Track and Field?

Every season I find track to 
be so much fun. Even though 
the running is hard and the 
practices are hard and the 
meets are long, the people on 
the team are always so friend-

ly and so supportive — we’re a 
family. 

What is your favorite 
thing about Andover Track 
and Field?

My favorite thing about 
track is the sense of communi-
ty. My coaches and teammates 
are some of the kindest, most 
supportive people I know. 
Even if I’ve had a hard day 
leading up to practice, I always 
leave with a smile on my face. 

What is your favorite 
track event?

My favorite event is prob-
ably the 4x400 Relay because 
it’s last event of every meet, 
so the entire team comes to-
gether to cheer the runners on. 
The 4x400 Relay is definitely 
the most challenging race that 
I run, but the excitement and 
spirit of the team always mo-
tivates me to push through to 
the end. I also love the girls 
I run the relay with — they 
are so talented and support-
ive, and there is always such a 
strong sense of camaraderie in 
our group.

What hopes do you have 
for the rest of the season and 
the rest of your track career 
at Andover?

For the rest of my time run-
ning at Andover, I hope to set 
more personal records in my 
events. I also hope to improve 
my form as a hurdler and my 
stamina as a runner. 

How do you prepare for 
each track meet?

I always make sure to give 
myself time before races to 
collect my thoughts and visu-
alize success. I never step onto 
the track before I’m gathered 
and ready to go. I also always 
eat a lot before meets to make 
sure that I’ll have enough fuel 
while running. 

SUZANNE KALKSTEIN

Captain Feature: Deyana Marsh ’17
Leads Undefeated Team Through Sucess in Hurdles and Sprints

Hailing from Middleton, 
Mass., Captain Deyana Marsh ’17 
has been a vital member of both 
Andover Girls Track and Field 
and Andover Girls Indoor Track 
and Field since her Junior year. 
Inspired to take up the sport by 

her dad, she has successfully led 
the girls team to an undefeated 
season record of 6-0. 

Marsh wrote in an email to The 
Phillipian, “I first started track 
my [Junior] year Winter Term 
at Andover. I always wanted to 
try track, but I was never able to 
find a team for my hometown, 
so I decided to wait until high 

school. I first thought of running 
track because my dad ran track 
when he was in high school, and 
he always encouraged me to try 
it because I have always been fast 
on the soccer field. When I got to 
Andover, I questioned whether I 
wanted to try track, but my soc-
cer captain for that year was also 
the track captain and I decided 
to stick with her and my original 
plan.” 

One of the few hurdlers on 
Andover’s team, Marsh has been 
a critical asset in racking up 
points in the two hurdle events. 
She also enjoys competing in 
other track and fielding events.

Marsh wrote, “I run the 
[100-Meter] Hurdles and 
[300-Meter] Hurdles. The 
[100-Meter] Hurdles is person-
ally my favorite event. I also 
compete in the [4x100-Meter] 
relay, and whenever I’m needed 
I jump into the [4x400-Meter] 
relay. Track has allowed me to 
explore a different passion, and 
still allows for me to dabble in 
other events. Even though I have 
mainly trained for hurdles since 
my [Junior] year, there have been 
the occasional practices where I 
branched out and joined a field 
event. Those were great days 
because even though I tried the 
event for a short amount of time, 
I automatically felt a connec-
tion.” 

Although Marsh runs both In-
door and Outdoor track, she does 
prefer the spring season. 

Marsh said, “Although hur-

dles will be my main event for 
years to come, I enjoy the oppor-
tunity to try new things. Which 
is also why I enjoy outdoor track 
a little bit more than indoor 
track. There are more events to 
try and the distances are a little 
bit longer so you actually feel as 
though you can work towards a 
goal. Outdoor track allows me to 
achieve a lot of smaller goals and 
you can see your growth as an 
athlete a little bit better.”

Marsh continued, “I also en-
joy getting out in the sun in the 
warmer months, and running 
around with my friends, instead 
of cooped up in the cage.” 

A genuine captain, Marsh lives 
vicariously through her players’ 
accomplishments as well as her 
own successes. According to her 
teammates, Marsh also imbues 
her fellow athletes with con-
fidence and comfort, allowing 
them to perform at the best of 
their ability in both track meets 
and in everyday life. 

Marsh said, “My person-
al highlight of the season this 
year was the Loomis meet. The 
energy was slowly permeating 
the air, and you could feel that 
it was going to be a great meet 
with a lot of competition. That 
was also the meet where I was 
able to best my all time personal 
record by 0.5 seconds, but it was 
also the first time Georgia Ezell 
three-stepped between most of 
the hurdles. It just seemed to be 
a meet full of PRs and it is always 
great to compete underneath the 

lights.  
Teagan Thompson ’18 said, 

“Deyana has traits of a great cap-
tain: positive energy, enthusi-
asm, and so much love for every-
one on the team. She genuinely 
cares about the health of every-
one on the team, both physical-
ly and mentally. On and off the 
track, Deyana talks to you, not 
just about track,  but about how 
things are going generally. It is 
really nice to have a person who 
can mentor both in track as well 
as in life.”

Marsh’s calm and dedicated 
composure allows her to thrive 
athletically on the track. 

Thompson said, “Deyana is 
a strong athlete because she is 
strong both physically and per-
sonality wise. She is very deter-
mined which adds to her confi-
dence on the track. It makes me 
sad to know that this is the last 
time I will be running with her. 
I just hope that our next track 
captain will be just as great as 
Deyana was.” 

As Marsh graduates from the 
team, she hopes for Andover to 
continue its prosperity on the 
newly built tracks of the Snyder 
Center.

Marsh said, “Although I am 
disappointed that I won’t be able 
to run on the new track in the 
Snyder Center, that would have 
been amazing. I am so excited to 
see all of the amazing things in-
door track and field will be able 
to do with the amazing gift of a 
new track.”

ANDY KIM

Andover Track & Field Team Feature

R.PREM/THE PHILLIPIAN
At Andover, Alex Apgar ’17 has played football, hockey, baseball, in addition to competing in track and field. 

A.MACAYA/THE PHILLIPIAN
Deyana Marsh ’17 played soccer and ran track for four years at Andover.

R.PREM/THE PHILLIPIAN
Georgia Ezell is a two-year Lower 
from Andover, MA.



May 19, 2017 T h e  P h i l l i p i a n SPORTS B3

Head Coach Feature: Sean Hyland
Utilizes His Running Experience to Coach Effectively

In his first year as the head 
coach for Andover Boys Track & 
Field, Head Coach Sean Hyland 
has brought together a team of 
newcomers and returners as a 
cohesive unit. Hyland has led 
his team to a successful season 
with 11 wins and one loss thus 

far. Previously, Hyland coached 
the indoor distance runners for 
three seasons. 

Hailing from the boroughs of 
Cambridge, Mass., Hyland first 
started running in elementary 
school. He quickly fell in love 
with the sport, finding it dy-
namic and intriguing. 

In an email to The Phillipi-
an, Hyland wrote, “It all began 
when I came in first place in my 
second grade class for the an-
nual mile-run in gym class. The 
first time I ran for a team was 
middle school cross-country. I 
also joined the cross-country 
team in high school, and when 
I rode the bench for the fresh-
man basketball team, I decided 
to give track a try as well. I was 
quite lucky to have two excel-
lent track coaches and a tal-
ented group of teammates who 
challenged me, motivated me, 
and became lifelong friends.” 

Hyland then ran cross-coun-
try at Williams College and 
soon became captain of the 
varsity team. With the aid of 
his teammates and coaches, 
Hyland made All-Conference 
in the 1500-Meter Race. 

After college, Hyland joined 
the Boston Athletic Association 
and ran a total of seven mara-

thons, including the last five 
consecutive Boston Marathons. 
His personal record is 2:31:29, 
a time he attained at the Phila-
delphia Marathon. Hyland also 
won the Millennium Mile in 
New Hampshire with a time of 
4:03 minutes.

Through his prior experi-
ences running, Hyland possess 
a high level of skill for his sport 
that he uses to coach his play-
ers.

Jacob Buehler ’19 said, 
“Coach Hyland leads the team 
through his experience as a run-
ner. He’s got years and years of 
competitive experience under 
his belt, and it shows in how he 
trains us. He competed in high 
school, college, and post-colle-
giately, so he really knows what 
workouts to have us do. 

In an email to The Phillipi-
an, Assistant Coach Jake Kohn 
wrote, “Coach Hyland has a 
deep knowledge of his sport. 
Both he and his wife [Coach 
Rachel Hyland] are outstanding 
runners in their own right, and 
they therefore have a tremen-
dous understanding of track 
from the athlete’s perspective.” 

Despite being experienced at 
distance running, Hyland has 
learned the skills of other field 

events in order to be as efficient 
in his coaching as possible. 

“Coach Hyland has branched 
out beyond his specialty of dis-
tance running. During prac-
tice, you can often see him ob-
serving and learning from the 
sprint, high jump, and throw-
ing coaches,” said Coach Kohn. 

Hyland soon discovered 
another passion for running: 
coaching it. He enjoys working 
with his team, helping them 
improve, and watching them 
perform to the best of their 
abilities. 

“I like helping people achieve 
their goals and improve. I ap-
preciate both the science and 
art of coaching track. There is 
a technical side of figuring out 
race splits and workout times, 
but perhaps more important is 
the mental and emotional com-
ponent. I enjoy getting to know 
each kid on the team. Year to 
year, it is a blast to see kids get 
better, gain confidence, bond 
with their teammates, and en-
joy running,” said Hyland.

 In an email to The Phillipi-
an, Captain Holden Ringer ’17 
wrote, “Coach Hyland is the 
catalyst for our success as he is 
such a friendly, warm, and open 
coach that shows everyone the 

same amount of respect. We all 
want to perform at our best for 
Coach Hyland who not only is 
one of the sweetest men, but 
also someone who really push-
es us to be our best. I have so 
much respect for him and am 
so thankful for all he done for 
the team and me personally.” 

Though Hyland is still a rel-
atively new coach at Track & 
Field, his experience and love 
for the sport has helped round 
out a team with a positive at-
titude and winning mentality. 
With a relatively mixed team of 
new and experienced runners, 
the team has bonded and come 
together under Hyland’s lead-
ership, and now has a chance 
to win the championships, ac-
cording to Hyland. 

Hyland said, “We have had 
a lot of success this season de-
spite never quite being at full 
strength. Thankfully, most of 
those little injuries are behind 
us. At the beginning of the sea-
son, all we wanted was a chance 
to compete for the champion-
ship. We are not the favorites, 
but we definitely have a shot, 
and we will give it everything 
we’ve got.”

NATASHA SINGAREDDY

Andover Dominates Thayer in Final Match Before Championships

Playing a single set to eight 
games, Amy Ji ’18 remained 
patient and fired a cross court 
shot to secure the win in her 
arduous match with a final 
score of 8-5 against Thayer. 
With similarly focused mind-
sets, this Wednesday, Andover 
swept 9-0 for its 7th time this 
season. Including its compet-
itive matchup against Milton 
last Saturday, Andover extend-
ed its final record to a total of 
8-0. For the first time in four 
years, Andover will enter its 
championship tournament 
with an undefeated record.  

Co-Captain Sewon Park ’17 
said, “Amy finished her match 
last and she had to face off 
against an opponent who hit 
a lot of balls back, not neces-
sarily well but made a lot of 
balls that Amy would hit really 
well.”

Focused on readying itself 
for its upcoming New England 

Championships, Thayer served 
as necessary practice for the 
upcoming intensity of the 
tournament. While looking to 
win, Andover also used Thay-
er as an opportunity to test its 
skills in hopes of honing its 
strengths and improving on its 
flaws.

Fourth seed Katherine Hu 
’19 said, “Against Thayer I 
think all of the matches went 
really well and really swift. We 
had strong wins all the way 
across the board. During our 
match against Thayer we re-
ally worked on perfecting our 
ground strokes in preparations 
in this weekend’s coming Nep-
sacs. We really tried to practice 
volleys coming in, deep and 
hard ground strokes, and get-
ting our serves in, which we’re 
all really trying to improve on 
before the weekend.”

Partnered with sixth seed 
Lauren Fanning ’19, Ji con-
tinued to succeed in her third 
doubles match, sweeping the 
match 8-0.

First seed Co-Captain Rea-
gan Posorske ’17 and third 
seed Dariya Zhumashova ’17 
proved to be ruthless on both 
the singles and doubles court, 

winning both of their singles 
matchups 8-1 and teaming up 
for an 8-2 victory on the first 
doubles court.

Park and Fanning both 
swept with scores of 8-0 in 
their respective 5th and 6th 
singles courts.

With the help of Park, Char-
lotte Welch ’18 focused on her 
second doubles match and 
managed to win with a similar 
final tally of 8-0. 

Dominating their fourth 
doubles game, Hu and Lauren 
Lee ’18 worked with secured 
Andover’s sweep with a score 
of 8-1.

With their strongest posi-
tion in four years as the first 
place seed at the New England 
Championships, Andover will 
have the opportunity to com-
plete a perfect season during 
their final matches this Satur-
day.

“With hard training and 
consecutive successful match-
es, I really think we can win 
the championships. As well as 
playing really well as a team, I 
feel as if all of us want [to win] 
more than anything and any 
other team competing against 
us,” said Hu.

ANDY KIM

GIRLSTENNIS

Girls Secure First Win Over Milton in Four Years to Stay Undefeated

Having never defeated Mil-
ton since the 2013 New En-
gland Championships, Ando-
ver Tennis ended the four year 
losing drought this Wednesday 
with a final score of 7-1.

Fourth seed Katherine Hu 
’19 said, “The atmosphere was 
great, I felt so amazing beating 
Milton for the first time in 4 
years. It was such a great expe-
rience, even against the harsh 
crowds because we were play-
ing on Milton’s home courts.” 

Fifth seed and Co-Captain 
Sewon Park ’17 said, “It honest-
ly felt amazing. This has what 
we’ve been working for all sea-
son for me, the past four years. 
I think it’s just a culmination of 
my four years at this school and 
it felt really good to be able to 
finally beat them and play the 
way we needed to to win.” 

The vital win both extend-
ed Andover’s perfect season 
record to 8-0 and granted it a 
first place seed in the upcom-
ing New England Champion-
ship this Saturday. Finishing 
second to Milton for the last 
three years, Andover looks to 
optimize its opportunity in the 
heated competition. 

Park said, “We all have our 
hopes up. We’ve been doing 
really well throughout the sea-
son, and I can’t wait to do the 
best I ever have this weekend.” 

Having been a part of An-
dover Tennis for all four years 
of her high school career, Park 
faced off against her usual op-
ponent in the cutthroat away 
game. Despite her previous 

losses, Park managed to pull 
through in the tough matchup 
and win her 5th singles match 
with final tallies of 6-1 and 6-4.

Park said, “For Milton I 
played against a girl that I have 
played against since my Low-
er year. It was nice to see how 
being on Andover’s tennis team 
and training with really talent-
ed athletes has helped me grow 
as a player because I was able 
to be able to be more decisive in 
my match for the first time.” 

Despite her success on the 
singles courts, Park and Char-
lotte Welch ’18 suffered Ando-
ver’s first loss all season in their 
tough second doubles match 
with a final score of 4-8.

Playing in the first and sec-

ond singles matches, first seed 
Co-Captain Reagan Posorske 
’17 and second seed Amy Ji ’18 
both took their matches to their 
third sets and persevered for a 
difficult win. 

Park added, “Reagan and 
Amy both had really tight 
matches. Even though the team 
had already secured our win, 
both of them went to the third 
set and they both just fought so 
hard to get the win.” 

Posorske and third seed 
Dariya Zhumashova ’17 teamed 
up and yet again and proved to 
be an unstoppable force on the 
first doubles court, narrowly 
winning the high-stakes match 
with a final tally of 8-6. 

Hu said, “Reagan and Dariya 

both played amazingly. Being 
two of our best players, they’re 
usually really good, but they re-
ally put on their game faces and 
managed to beat their oppo-
nents both mentally and phys-
ically.”

Ji and sixth seed Lauren 
Fanning ’19 worked smoothly 
together on the third doubles 
court, winning their match 8-4.

Fanning also outplayed her 
opponent in her sixth singles 
match, allowing her to win the 
game with sets of 6-1 and 6-3. 

Hu displayed top shelf ability 
as she won both of her sets 6-0 
and 6-1 to win her fourth singles 
match. Hu also maintained her 
confident winning mentality 
allowing her to succeed in her 

fourth doubles match alongside 
Lauren Lee ’18, resulting in an 
8-3 win for Andover.

Hu said, “I went into Milton 
knowing that they were an ex-
tremely good team and it would 
be really hard to beat them. I al-
most feel as if going in thinking, 
‘I’m just going to give it all I got’ 
really helped me thrive [against 
Milton] in my matchups.” 

With its perfect record and 
exceptional performance at 
Milton, Andover looks to keep 
its focused mindset and secure 
the New England Champion-
ships this coming Saturday.

Editor’s Note: Lauren Lee  is 
an Arts & Leisure Editor for The 
Phillipian.

ANDY KIM

GIRLSTENNIS

COURTESY OF ANDOVER ATHLETICS
Dariya Zhumashova ’17 plays third singles and first doubles.
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COURTESY OF ANDOVER ATHLETICS
Andover has dropped only one match the entire season prior to the Championship tournament. 

I.LEE/THE PHILLIPIAN
Head Coach Sean Hyland ran at 
Williams College. 

TRACK&FIELD
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Jessica Wang ’18 Races to First Place in Girls Class A at Championships

Jessica Wang ’18 utilized ev-
ery ounce of her energy to push 
herself across the finish line, fu-
riously pedaling to finish with a 
time of 1:16:31, nearly six minutes 
before the next racer. This stand-
out win not only allowed Wang 
to finish her season with a com-
plete sweep, but it also secured 
her first-place division ranking in 
Girls Class A for Andover Cycling.

Cycling competed in its season 
championship this Wednesday, 
in Franconia, NH. Not only did 
it place first overall in the Girls 
Class A division,  but the Andover 
Cycling Team also finished third 
overall in the league, which is the 
highest it has placed in four years.

According to teammate Meg 
Davis ’17, Wang has been an es-
sential component of the team’s 
success this season. She finished 
first in her division in each race, 
and her teammates acknowledge 
her for her impressive contribu-
tions.

“Jess has the potential to have 
an incredible, even professional 
career,” Davis wrote in an email 
to The Phillipian, 

Nonetheless, many other play-
ers contributed to the team’s 
achievement on the day. For the 
boys, Co-Captain David Sham-

ritsky ’17 and John Rauen ’17 
placed tenth and sixteenth, re-
spectively, in the Boys Class A 
Division. Anthony Minickiello 
’20 placed first in both the cham-
pionship race and the Boys Class 
C Division, capping his nearly 
undefeated first season racing for 
Andover.     

For the female racers, Co-Cap-
tain Leah Adelman ’17 and An-
neke Sherry ’17 placed fifth and 
eighth, respectively, in the Girls 
Class A Division with Wang fin-
ishing first. 

Discussing the team’s success, 
Wang wrote, “I’m extremely 
proud of my teammates, because 
we gave it our all for every race 
and were able to take home the 
division win for Girls A.” 

Despite Andover’s success, 
multiple athletes referred to this 
race as the toughest of the season. 
The course raced on, referred to 
as the “Hell of the North” within 
the New England Road Cycling 
league, advertises a spread of con-
tinuous and extreme rolling hills 
and terrible road conditions. On 
top of these laborious conditions, 
the team was also presented with 
extreme heat. 

Regarding the heat, Sham-
ritsky wrote in an email to The 
Phillipian, “This was the first day 
of the season we had to race in 

oppressive heat. Keeping hydrat-
ed was hard in and of itself. Many 
of the hardest sections were on 
dirt or broken pavement, and 
racing in a large group made han-
dling skills even more crucial [as 
there was a higher necessity for 
caution].”

These challenging racing con-
ditions forced the team to work 
extra hard, leaving each racer ex-
hausted and sore. 

Adelman wrote in an email to 
The Phillipian, “The pain we feel 
in our legs from climbing those 
hills is indescribable.” 

Despite all of its obstacles, An-
dover Cycling performed well in 
its League Championship accord-
ing to Shamritsky. 

“It has been the best experi-
ence of my life being a captain for 
the last two years, and this season 
has been a huge success. All of the 
upperclassmen girls dominated 
Girls A, and Abigail and Anthony 
have really bright futures in the 
next 2 and 3 years, respectively,” 
expressed Shamritsky. 

The team hopes to end its 
season strong next week against 
Phillips Exeter Academy on 
Wednesday, May 24.

.

Editor’s Note: Jessica Wang is 
a Video Editor for The Phillipian.

SUZANNE KALKSTEIN

CYCLING

Girls Take Down Arch Rival Exeter

Bouncing back from a tough 
defeat against a very well 
rounded St. Paul’s Crew Team 
last weekend, Andover fought 
hard against its archrival Ex-
eter and Tabor. With slight tail 
wind at the start of the race, G1 
flew threw the course beating 
out Exeter, the second place 
team, by more than seven sec-
onds. Andover went on to win 
the G2 and G5 races as well. 
The team finished with times 
of 5:08.07, 5:18.2, and 5:21.5 re-
spectively for G1, G2, G3.

Molly Katarincic ’18 said, “I 

was really proud of us because 
we shot out in front of the 
other crew really quickly and 
were able to hold them off as 
they tried to walk back up. We 
were not complacent and we 
worked hard for every second.”

 Janneke Evans ’18 said, “We 
had a tough loss to Exeter last 
year and since this race is so 
close to Neira’s it is really im-
portant for rankings. We came 
into the race with the mindset 
of blowing Exeter away. We 
definitely had a really strong 
middle 500 [meters], which 
contributed to our win with 
open water.”

 This week, Andover will 

finish preparing for its cham-
pionship meet, Neira’s. The 
race consists of a qualifier 
in the morning and then the 
championship race in the af-
ternoon.

 Describing Andover’s 
preparation, Katarincic said, 
“After every race this season 
we do an extra 500 meter piece 
to get ready for the two race 
format.”

 Olivia Brokaw ’18 said, “As 
a boat, we have been working 
on getting more connected, 
and this past race something 
clicked. Our plan for the next 
two weeks is to work hard and 
stay focused so that we are at 

our best for Neira’s.”
 At Neira’s, the team will 

compete against very strong 
competition including St. 
Paul’s, Kent, and Exeter. Each 
primary race will have five 
heats containing six different 
teams.

 This year, Andover lost to 
both St. Paul’s and Kent. Yet, as 
the day of the race approaches, 
Andover will continue to im-
prove its technique and unity.

 Katarincic said, “We are do-
ing a lot of speed work so that 
we will not get over stroked. 
With that being said, we need 
everyone to be healthy, so we 
are doing a lot of stretching 

and taking measures to stay in-
jury free.”

 Elaine Irvin ’19 said, “We’re 
also working on a lot of speed 
work this week to gain inches 
on the other boats right off the 
start and on the sprint at Nei-
ra’s. We’re also looking to im-
prove our catch timings.”

 In preparation for Nei-
ra’s, Andover will not race 
this weekend. The team will 
be on the water for the final 
time next weekend at Lake 
Quinsigamond in Worcester, a 
course designed to counter any 
weather issues. 

MAX LEVI

GIRLSCREW

Andover Drops Game Against Thayer with One Goal Margin

With less than a minute 
left in Andover’s game against 
Thayer on Wednesday, Lilly 
Feeney ’20 snuck the ball past 
the goalie, lessening the gap to 
one goal. Despite Feeney’s goal, 
Andover ultimately lost 13-12. 

Against Thayer, the team 
came out slow in the opening 
moments of the game, letting 
up three quick goals before get-
ting on the scoreboard, accord-
ing to Katherine McIntire ’19.

McIntire said, “We really 
lost the game in the first half. 
We didn’t have much time to 
warm up when we arrived, so 
we came out slow in the begin-
ning, particularly on low de-
fense, and let them get a three-
point lead.”

Andover ended the first half 
trailing 10-4. In the second half 
of the game, Andover fought 
back, scoring eight goals and 
only allowing three. Despite its 
second half efforts, Andover ul-
timately lost the game 13-12.

McIntire said, “I think the 

second half of the game shows 
what we are truly capable of 
as a team, and it’s too bad we 
didn’t play the same way in the 
first half because that one goal 
would have made a difference.”

“The strongest part of the 
game I would say is the way 

that we came together on of-
fense. We took advantage of 
fast break opportunities and 
didn’t rely upon plays but just 
ran simple motion offense and 
let our own skills do the work. 
Our more fluid offensive move-
ment today really allowed ev-

eryone to get into the play and 
keep people moving fast and 
not staying as stationary,” con-
tinued McIntire. 

Co-Captain Beth Krikorian 
’17 added, “We played a really 
strong second half. We were 
down six goals at halftime. We 

showed that we could come 
back and play really well if we 
put our mind to it even towards 
the end of the game.”

Last Saturday, Andover also 
lost its game against Loomis 
with a score of 12-6. Against 
Loomis, Andover struggled to 
combat Loomis’ offensive strat-
egy and speed, according to 
Co-Captain Courtney Masotti 
’17. 

Masotti said, “It was a really 
tough game. Loomis was a very 
athletic team-quick and aggres-
sive and they had a few great 
players that really carried their 
offense. I think we had some 
trouble settling in on attack and 
struggled to defend mostly on 
the fast breaks.”

“We had some really strong 
moments and came out in the 
second half with more intensi-
ty, which ultimately didn’t lead 
to a win, but we maintained a 
high level of play. We’re defi-
nitely looking to work on fast 
break defense... They also dou-
bled the ball when we were 
on offense quite a bit so we’ll 
be looking to practice finding 
the open player and balancing 
poise and patience with urgen-
cy in the offensive end,” contin-
ued Masotti.

Andover’s record now stands 
at 6-6. The team will play 
against Choate on Saturday.

GIRLSLACROSSE

MIHIR GUPTA
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COURTESY  OF ANDOVER ATHLETICS
David Shamritsky ’17 and Isaac Newell ’18 round a tight corner.

COURTESY OF ANDOVER CREW
Allegra Stewart ’18 and Olivia Brokaw ’18 both have rowed for Andover Crew for three years.

A.MACAYA/THE PHILLIPIAN
Lilly Feeney ’20 plays attack for Andover and also plays forward for Andover Girls Hockey.
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Andover Prevails Over BB&N

Led by the 5&4 victory of 
third seed Harry Choi ’19, An-
dover secured a 6.5-3.5 victo-
ry over Buckingham Browne 
& Nichols (BB&N) last Friday. 
Combined with a 5.5-1.5 loss to 
Phillips Exeter Academy in a 
match against both Exeter and 
Governor’s Academy on Satur-
day, Andover’s season record 
now stands at 4-2.

After falling to BB&N 10.5-
1.5 last season, Andover was 
determined to rebound against 
the opponent at its home 
course, Indian Ridge Country 
Club. 

Captain Alexa Tsay ’17 said, 
“It was really exciting to beat 
them this year because last 
year they beat us, so the team 
win was a really big deal.”

A collective team effort up 
and down the ladder helped 
the team secure the victory, as 
four of Andover’s seven play-
ers won their matches. Ando-
ver also won two out of the 
three group matches to solidify 
the victory.

Second seed John Witt ’18 
pulled out his victory after 
knocking down a six-foot putt 
on the last hole. Fourth seed 
Yeetang Kwok ’20 recovered 
from a difficult start to tie his 
match, and Nithish Kalpat ’18 

secured a 4&3 victory at the 
fifth seed. In his first varsity 
match, Malcolm Essaid ’18 de-
feated his opponent 3&2 in the 
seventh seed. 

Essaid wrote in an email to 
The Phillipian, “It was great to 
play in the match on Friday. 
It was a great experience, and 
I’m happy that I could get a 
win for the team.” 

On Saturday, Andover played 
the first leg of its tri-matches 
against Exeter and Governor’s. 
Every year, the three schools 
compete against each other for 
the Witherspoon and Lovell 
cups. The school that accu-
mulates the lowest number 
of strokes over the course of 
the tri-match is awarded the 
Witherspoon cup, while the 
team that performs the best 
in match play wins the Lovell 
cup.

The first leg of the tri-match 
took place at Breakfast Hill 
Country Club, the home course 
of Exeter. The course featured 
narrow fairways and quick, un-
dulating greens, which caused 
some difficulty for the Ando-
ver players.

Witt said, “I really enjoyed 
their course, I just had a few 
foul shots that cost me a lot 
of strokes. It was narrow on a 
couple of the holes.” 

In stroke play, Andover fin-
ished 37 strokes ahead of Gov-

ernor’s, but 29 strokes behind 
Exeter. In match play, Andover 
fell to Exeter 5.5-1.5. 

According to the team, a 
combination of subpar play-
ing and facing a strong oppo-
nent in Exeter was responsible 
for the lopsided losses in both 
stroke play and matchplay.

Second seed John Witt ’18 
said, “Exeter is a very quality 
team. Out of their top five any 
one of them can shoot around 
even par for 18. That being 
said, I don’t think that every-
one on our team played per-
fectly last Saturday, there is 
certainly a lot of improvement 
that can be made when we face 
them at home.”

Kwok knocked down six 
birdies en route to three-over 
round of 74.

On Wednesday, Andover 
played the second leg of the 
tri-match with Exeter and 
Governor’s at Ould Newbury 
Golf Club, Governor’s home 
course. Andover fared much 
better in the stroke play event, 
only losing four more strokes 
to Exeter and gaining ten more 
on Governor’s.

Andover will look to regain 
lost ground in the Wither-
spoon and Lovell cup race in 
the final leg of the tri-match 
at the team’s home course  on 
Saturday.

ELIOT MIN

GOLF

Andover Loses to Archrival Exeter in Regatta but Defeats Tabor

After the gun fired signaling 
the start of the race, Andover 
Boys Crew’s B2 boat shot off 
the starting line, gaining an ini-
tial lead against Phillips Exeter 
Academy and Tabor on Satur-
day. Although Andover’s B2 
held a strong pace at the start 
of its race, the team lost its lead 
in the end and secured second 
place behind Exeter. With all 
of the races combined, Andover 
suffered a loss to Exeter, but fin-
ished ahead of Tabor.

Nick Demetroulakos ’19, 
stroke seat for B2, said, “We had 
a really strong start right out of 
the front. We just got after it and 
were really rocking. Then as we 
settled into the middle of the 
race, we settled pretty well and 
were swinging together.”

Andover held strong until 
the last 500-meter sprint of the 
race, where Exeter was able to 
catch up gain a lead over the 
boat.

Sebastian Frankel ’20 said, 
“It was pretty obvious that Ex-
eter killed us during the sprint. 
They maintained more power 

and efficiency over the last 500 
meters than any of our varsity 
boats, which was a bit of a let-
down considering our success in 
the early part of the race.”

Demetroulakos said, “It was 
a bad race, and I know we can 
go faster than that. We are real-
ly just working on refining our 
form, getting everyone togeth-
er and working hard to try and 
beat them next time”

Ultimately, Andover’s B2 boat 
finished in a time of 4:50.00, 
securing second place behind 
Exeter at 4:42.00, and finishing 
ahead of Tabor, who finished in 

4:55.0.
Andover’s B1 boat finished 

with a time of 4:36.00, within 
two seconds of Exeter and Ta-
bor, but falling to third place in 
its narrow race.

Andover’s B3 came in second 
place in its race with a time of 
4:51.00, finishing two seconds 
behind Exeter.

Jason Dinapoli ’19 said, “All 
of the boats rowed hard. Even 
though not every boat won, they 
were all very close races and at 
the end of the day, when all of 
the points were added up, we 
just barely lost to Exeter.”

As a team, Andover has re-
cently been working on its set, 
or balance of the boat, which 
it has been struggling with 
throughout the season, accord-
ing to Frankel.

Frankel said, “As a boat, we 
struggled to maintain a good 
set during the race. Throughout 
practice this week, we’ve made 
significant headway in working 
to improve it.”

In anticipation of its final 
race in the upcoming Interscho-
lastic regatta, Andover looks to 
close out its season in a strong 
fashion.

KATHERINE MCINTIRE

BOYSCREW

Girls Fall Short in Championship Play-In Game

In a busy week with three 
games, Andover fell to Deerfield 
and Hopkins on Saturday, as 
well as Suffield on Wednesday, 
with scores of 9-3, 11-9, and 9-4, 
respectively. Previously this sea-
son, Andover had defeated Deer-
field and Suffield with scores of 
9-4 and 7-6, respectively, but it 
failed to repeat its performance.

In its game against Deerfield 
last week, Andover got off to a 
good start with a goal from Ser-
ena Ren ’18, but Deerfield came 
back with a goal off of a five me-
ter penalty shot.

Andover and Deerfield con-
tinued to trade goals, but Deer-
field gained momentum, scoring 
six consecutive goals to put it 
up 8-2. Andover scored another 
goal in the fourth quarter, but it 
ultimately lost 9-3.

Co-Captain Sarah Al-Maya-
hi ’17 said, “Deerfield came out 
really strong in the first quarter 
and we were holding them off 
while at the same time hold-
ing our own, but mentally we 
weren’t there, unfortunately.”

Regaining focus for its sec-
ond game on Saturday, Ando-
ver faced Hopkins and quickly 
gained a 1-0 lead off of a five me-
ter penalty shot. Two Hopkins 
goals ended the first quarter in a 
score of 1-2. 

Hopkins gained momentum 
to put it up 10-6 by the end of 
the third quarter. Even though 
Andover outscored Hopkins in 
the fourth quarter 3-1, it was not 
enough to win the game. The 
team ultimately fell 11-9.

Al-Mayahi said, “[When we’re 
down points], internally, I’m re-
ally nervous, anxious, and hyper, 
but, externally, I know I have to 
stay calm and focused for the 
rest of my teammates.”

“Saying things like, ‘We’re 
okay… We can do this… keep it 
up,’ and then also during the 
timeouts, taking the time to talk 
to someone who looks frustrat-
ed and just letting them know 
that they are fine and to con-
tinue playing hard and to con-
tinue fighting for possession is 
important for us,” continued 
Al-Mayahi. 

In its play-in game for the New 
England Preparatory School 
Athletic Council (Nepsac) 
Championships this Wednesday, 

Andover fell to Suffield 9-4.
Emma Chatson ’18 said, “To 

prepare, we worked on both our 
offensive and defensive tech-
niques. On offense, we aimed 
to place the ball in the center 
to draw fouls and shoot. On de-
fense, we worked on a strong 
press defense and aimed to help 
the center of the pool, if a foul 
was drawn.”

Macey Mannion ’19 said, 
“Since this was the playoffs, we 
knew this game was very im-
portant, but we were getting 
really hype on the bus and ev-
eryone was excited. Since we al-
ready played Suffield at the be-
ginning of the season we spent 
the whole week talking about 
how we could play our best 
game. We also worked on plays 
and scrimmaged a lot this week.”

Suffield got off to a strong 
start, leading 2-0 at the end of 
the first quarter. Andover re-
gained composure in the second 
quarter and scored two goals but 
still trailed 4-2.

Two quick goals from Suffield 
brought the score to 6-2, creat-
ing a gap that Andover was un-
able to overcome, according to 
Al-Mayahi.

Al-Mayahi said, “We knew 
that if we stuck with our plan, 
then we would end up being 
okay. For the most part, our plan 
worked out, but they were just a 
very strong team, and they man-
aged to take advantage of our 
mistakes.”

Allyson Ty ’18 said, “Despite 
the final score, the team played 
very well. We had better com-
munication in the pool, and 
our defense remained strong 
throughout the whole game.”

Andover ended its season 
with a 6-6 record.

 
Editor’s Note: Serena Ren is a 

Managing Editor for The Phillip-
ian. 

RICK ONO

GIRLSWATERPOLO

Andover

Deerfield

3

9
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Eastlyn Frankel ’18 began playing Water Polo last year as a new Lower.

COURTESY OF ANDOVER ATHLETICS
John Witt ’18 plays second seed for Andover Golf.

COURTESY OF ANDOVER CREW
Four Seniors row on the Andover Boys first boat: Laurel Wain  (coxswain), Aidan Driscoll (stroke), Luke Bitler (4 seat), and Bennett Slibeck (bow).
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Boys Fall to Exeter

Heading into the Annual Boys 
Volleyball Tournament hosted 
by Choate, fourth seed Ando-
ver Boys Volleyball squared off 
against first seed and arch-rival 
Phillips Exeter Academy. Ando-
ver struggled to keep up with the 
back-to-back tournament cham-
pions, and ultimately lost 3-0.

On Saturday, Andover trav-
eled to Choate to compete in 
the tournament, along with Ex-
eter, Northfield Mount Hermon 
(NMH), and Choate.

Going into the tournament, 
Andover was prepared for its 
match against Exeter. Andover 
has played Exeter twice this sea-
son, losing both matches 3-0. In 
the tournament, Andover con-
tinued this trend and struggled 
to bring high energy.

Co-Captain Austin Tuan ’17 
said, “Exeter was a really strong 
team and has been a really 
strong team the entire season. 
They’ve really only gotten better 
since the beginning, and it was 
just pretty difficult to keep up 
with them.”

“I think we [also] just had a 
lot of lag time before the game, 
we weren’t able to get excited 
before the game, and because 
of that, going into the game we 
didn’t have much energy. I defi-
nitely felt that in the first few 
points in the first set,” said Tuan.

The lack of energy and mo-
tivation remained constant 
throughout the game. As Exeter 
gained momentum, especially 
with the help of its strong indi-

vidual and team play, Andover 
continued to lose its drive.

Neil Simpson ’19 said, “Exeter 
had two [strong players] — an 
outside hitter who put it down 
every time, and [its] middle, who 
had so much power that he was 
unstoppable. Honestly, they just 
worked really well together, you 
can tell [the team has] played for 
a couple of years as a group. They 
just move so well, they move as 
a unit, and they just have really 
good communication.”

Andover was unable to re-
spond with consistent defensive 
play, and the team struggled to 
win rallies on the offensive end, 
according to Head Coach Clyfe 
Beckwith.

“Our serve receive was incon-
sistent, forcing a less than ideal 
attack on our part. We had many 
great rallies when the ball went 
back and forth across the net 
multiple times, super volleyball 
of great defense and great of-
fense; on that day, Exeter had 
the upper hand, winning most of 
those rallies,” said Coach Beck-
with.

Exeter’s offensive streak al-
lowed it to win each set by over 
ten points. Andover lost the first 
set 14-25, the second set 12-25, 
and the third set 4-25. Exeter 
went on to the win the tourna-
ment for the third year in a row.

Andover will square off 
against Exeter for the fourth 
and final time this season in the 
team’s last game of the season. 
The team hopes to perform at its 
highest level against the team, 
according to Simpson.

Simpson said, “At this point, 
in order to be able to challenge 
Exeter, we’re just going to have 
to do the unthinkable. We’re go-
ing to have to do the unexpect-
ed.”

ANNIE LORD

BOYSVOLLEYBALL

Winning Streak Extends to Seven Games

Blasting a forehand winner 
down the line, second seed 
Chase Denholm ’18 secured a 
4-3 win for Andover against 
Choate on Saturday. Coupled 
with a 6-0 win against Brooks 
on Friday, the team extend-
ed its winning streak to seven 
matches, bringing its overall 
season record to 7-2. 

Having won the doubles 
point against Brooks, Andover 
continued to win five out of its 
six single matches. Captain and 
first seed Anupreeth Coramut-
la ’17 defeated his opponent 
6-4, 6-1, while Denholm won 
6-2, 6-1. Additionally, fourth 
seed Hayden Gura ’20 won his 
match 6-1, 6-1, and fifth seed 
Nash Johnson ’20 won 6-3, 6-3. 
Sixth seed Sean Kralik ’19 beat 
his opponent 6-0, 6-1 to secure 
Andover’s victory.

Coramutla said, “Continuing 
our winning streak, the team 
played a great level of tennis 
against a strong Brooks team. 
After the doubles point, the 
team dominated their oppo-
nents in each line [for singles]. 
One match that stood out was 
Chase Denholm. He played an 
opponent with a similar play-
ing styles, but Chase, with more 
experience was able to outplay 
is opponent.”

Denholm added,  “On Friday, 
we got off to a really great start 
against Brooks and continued 
that momentum throughout 
the singles play. Unfortunately, 
we could not transfer that fast 
start to Saturdays match, but 
we were still able to pull the 
match out and win.”

In its match against Cho-
ate on Saturday, its last home 
match of the season, Andover 
lost the doubles point early on 
and fought hard to overcome 
the one point deficit. Cora-
mutla won his match 7-5, 6-4, 
while Denholm won his match 
6-2, 6-3. Johnson also won his 
match 6-4, 6-2, and Kralik won 
his match 6-2, 7-6. As a result, 

Andover was able to rebound 
and come out with the win.

Coramutla said, “It was a 
very close match, but the team 
was able to pull through 4-3. 
We lost the doubles point for 
the first time this season, but 
the team came back and dom-
inated at first, second, fifth, 
and sixth singles. Sean Kralik, 
playing in for six singles due to 
Tyler Shen being injured, came 
through for us, clinching the 
win in straight set win.”

With division playoffs com-
ing up soon, Andover hopes to 
capitalize on its opportunities 
to win the doubles point and 
will look to continue its win-
ning streak, according to Den-

holm.
Denholm said, “As we ap-

proach playoffs, I think we 
need to improve doubles play 
and fast starts, as we lost the 
doubles point on Saturday 
against Choate. Against Cho-
ate, we were able to come back 
in singles, however there was 
a lot of pressure to win. The 
doubles point relieves a lot of 
that, so we need to make sure 
we can get that one point when 
we start playoffs.”

Coramutla added, “The 
team looks strong going into 
the playoffs. We definitely will 
make a run and I feel confident 
about our chances.”

KATHERINE HU

BOYSTENNIS

Andover Falters in Lead up to Nepsul’s

Chasing the disc into the end-
zone, Aditya Krishnamachar ’17 
leaped horizontally, laying out 
at the finish to secure the disc. 
Krishnamachar landed in a large 
puddle of mud but held onto the 
disc, securing another point for 
Andover Ultimate in the Four 
Rivers Tournament. The team 
placed fourth overall, winning 
13-6 against Somerville High 
School and 12-10 against Four 
Rivers Charter Public School. 
However, the team lost 13-10 to 
Longmeadow High School and 
11-10 to Northfield Mount Her-
mon (NMH).

The next week, the team lost 
15-12 to Masconomet and 15-12 to 
Somerville High School, moving 
Andover’s record to 9-8.

At the Four Rivers tourna-
ment, the team played four gruel-
ing games over the course of the 
day. Co-Captain Reuben Philip 
said, “We were missing… a few 
key players. It was definitely 
a good experience for some of 
our newer players to get a lot of 
playing time… We also got to play 
against NMH again which was a 
very good learning experience for 
us and we will definitely be more 
prepared for the championship 
tournament.”

When describing the games, 
Kion Young ’20 said, “The most 
challenging part was having to 
play multiple games in a row. By 
the end of the end of the day we 
were tired, we were exhausted. 
Our legs wouldn’t move and it 
was pretty tough. But our minds 
were there, it’s just that our bod-
ies couldn’t keep up.”

According to Lee and his team-
mates, Andover’s game against 
Masconomet, regarded as the 
most challenging, provided the 
team with valuable experience. 

Isaiah Lee ’19 said, “Mas-
conomet has had a long history of 

being a very athletic and success-
ful team amongst those we play. 
They always bring good compe-
tition and challenge how we play 
the game.”

Lee continued, “I would say 
that we lost mainly because of a 
mental lapse; we didn’t really go 
into the game with the intensity 
that we needed.”

Young added, “I think our of-
fense was important. We kept on 
moving the disc… Masco was a 
really tough opponent. Our coach 
was saying throughout the game 
that they were one of our tough-
est opponents and one of the best 
teams in New England and it was 
a privilege to play them because 
we individually get better and as 
a team get better at decisions.”

During the game against Mas-
conomet, the team was missing 
its starting handler, Rohan Lewis 
’17. Due to this predicament, Lee 
rose to the occasion. 

Philip said, “I think Isaiah did a 
really good job of stepping up into 
that role and being a real leader 
on and off the field throughout 
the game and definitely kept the 
game close throughout. He defi-
nitely kept us in the game against 
a very good team.”

Pointing out Andover’s mis-
takes, Philip said, “We made 
minimal careless mistakes which 
I think played a key role. There 
were very little turnovers on our 
part which is something we’ve 
struggled with throughout the 
season so I think that was one of 
the best parts of the game.”

On Tuesday, the team matched 

up against Somerville High 
School for the second time in four 
days. 

Young said, “ There was good 
overall energy and skill wise we 
were playing well. After halftime 
we got pretty tired and became 
negative. Near the end we kind of 
lost our energy and gave up a few 
points but then we caught up and 
got a few points in a row but they 
won the final point.”

Philip continued, “Once we 
got to the end zone, we relaxed 
and made some good solid cuts 
which we could get points on. We 
had been struggling with. Some 
of our new players have gotten 
better so our completion rate was 
higher.”

The team is also preparing for 
New England Prep School Ulti-
mate League (Nepsul) tourna-
ment, the league playoffs. Due to 
injuries, Co-Captain James Wolfe 
’17 and Lewis, both starters, were 
out in previous games, and both 
will make returns.

Philip said, “The competition 
at Nepsuls will be tough. there 
will be six teams in division one. 
all the teams are very good and 
have very good records. we’ve 
seen only one of the teams before, 
NMH, and we’ve won once and 
lost once.”

Currently, though subject to 
change, the team is seeded sec-
ond, but championship hopes ar-
en’t lost. 

Editor’s Note: Reuben Philip is 
a Sports Editor for The Phillipian

GIGI GLOVER
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Anupreeth Coramutla ’17 joined the Andover Tennis as a new Upper.

COURTESY OF ANDOVER ATHLETICS
Rohan Lewis ’17 skies a defender. 

978-975-1230
733 Turnpike St.
North Andover

Captain Pizza

Any sandwich, chips, and 
a 12  ounce soda for

$16.99 For 2 Pizzas
Special: 

Mediterranean Foods

$8.95

ULTIMATE
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Captain Evan Park ’18 has been captain for two years.
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Arts&Leisure
The 2017-2018 Dance Board:

In the coming months, Alexa Goulas ’18, Annie McGovern ’18, Yishu Chen ’19, and Emily Jackson ’19, four dedicated dance students, will assume their 

new positions as Dance Board Co-Heads, Dance Open Director, and Dance Labs Director respectively, comprising the 2017-2018 dance board.

Slowly walking in a square 
formation surrounded by soft 
red lighting blanketing the 
stage, Alexa Goulas ’18 kicked 
her leg high above her head and 
pirouetted on her other foot to 
an easy, swinging melody in the 
background in her first show for 
Andover Dance Group (ADG) in 
her Junior year.

“I think my favorite memory 
is my first ADG show. There was 
a jazz piece with Ms. Strong, and 
I didn’t really understand be-
fore how appreciated the dance 
program was on campus until 
everyone was like, ‘Oh my gosh, 
I saw you in the show,’ or ‘You 
were so good in the show.’ Here, 
it doesn’t matter how well you 
dance. It matters if you cause 
someone to feel something 
while you’re dancing, and how 
people react to it,” said Goulas.

Through her performances 
at Andover, Goulas, previous-
ly a competitive dancer, found 
that the dance department 
completely transformed her ap-
proach to dance.

“I think that I’ve grown most 
in my mindset. I focus more on 
the movement and the purpose 
now and focus less on tech-
nique. I feel like I’ve become 
more of a storyteller than a per-
former and also a better chore-
ographer,” said Goulas. 

Goulas hopes to ensure that 
everyone coming into Andover’s 
dance program feels as accepted 
and loved as she did when she 
came to Andover as a Junior and 
give them more opportunities to 
try new things. 

“As a Dance Board Co-Head, 
I definitely want everybody 
to feel that they’re dancing to 
their best ability and not feeling 
like they’re being challenged 

too hard. Also, I really want to 
create a community where if 
someone has an idea, they feel 
comfortable coming to me and I 
hope to encourage the adults in 
the dance community to bring 
more guest choreographers, 
even if it’s small local people, 
for more exposure,” said Goulas. 

Looking forward, she is 
thrilled to be working with An-
nie McGovern ’18, her fellow co-
head, to effect change next year. 

“Annie and I have been danc-
ing together for a while and this 
year we’ve had a lot more col-
laborative pieces and I think 
that we’re going to be able to get 
along really well. I think we are 
going to maintain a good bal-
ance of work and bounce ideas 
off of one another to make sure 
things get done,” said Goulas.

Dance Board Co-Head: Alexa Goulas ’18
MICHELLE JEON

Alexa Goulas ’18 is co-head of Blue Strut and is a member of Hypnotiq  and 
Andover Dance Group.
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Huddling in a circle with her 
arms around her fellow dancers, 
Annie McGovern ’18 listened on 
as Judith Wombwell, Instructor 
and Chair in Theatre and Dance, 
gathered the group together to 
express her immense pride in 
their hard work and accomplish-
ments before the dancers entered 
on stage to perform the Andover 
Dance Group (ADG) Show “Ap-
palachian Spring” during their 
tour around San Francisco last 
winter, according to McGovern.

McGovern, who will be a co-
head of the Dance Board for the 
2017-2018 school year, describes 
her experiences traveling and 
performing with the dance de-
partment as one of her earliest 
dance memories and a turning 
point in her transformation from 
a timid dancer to a leader of the 
dance community at Andover.

“It was just really fun because 
all of my friends went and we all 
kind of traveled together and we 
got to know each other better 
as people and it kind of trans-
formed our relationship into 
something better… I think it’s 
cool to think back on when we 
were Lowers and excited to go 
on this trip and be like, ‘Oh, we’re 
with all the ADG people, this is 
cool,’ that was before any of us 
were on ADG, and now we’re the 
leaders,” said McGovern.

From her own experiences as 
a Junior, McGovern hopes that, 
with her role as a co-head of the 
Dance Board, she will be able to 
help make younger and newer 
dancers feel more welcomed and 
comfortable within the dance 
community. 

“[I just want] to be a person 
that new or younger dancers 
could come to and someone that 
would welcome them into the 

community. [As a Junior myself ] 
I was always afraid to overstep 
and invite myself where I wasn’t 
welcome, and I really want to 
make the new dancers know 
that, ‘Hey, you can come change 
in our ADG dressing room,’ and 
‘Hey, talk to us before class, we 
would love to bring you into our 
dance community sooner and 
faster,’ ” said McGovern. 

Looking forward, McGovern 
is excited to collaborate with 
the other members of the Dance 
Board, especially the other co-
head, Alexa Goulas ’18. 

“Alexa and I have become 
much closer friends over the past 
two years and we kind of have a 
similar sense of humor… [and] I 
think that’s great because we’ll 
be comfortable with each other 
and we’ll bring an ease to any 
discussion that we have,” said 
McGovern. 

Dance Board Co-Head: Annie McGovern ’18
HELEN HE

Annie McGovern ’18 is co-head of Hypnotiq and a member of Footnotes 
and Andover Dance Group.
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With a video of the moon 
landing projected as a backdrop, 
Yishu Chen ’19 excitedly struck 
her tap shoes with the rest of the 
members of Footnotes, kicking 
off her dance career at Andover 
as a member of Footnotes in her 
first Grasshopper performance. 

“My first memory [of dance 
at Andover] is Grasshopper 
where I performed with Foot-
notes, and we were doing this 
moon landing piece, and it was 
a really cool concept. We had a 
hole in the middle of the stage, 
so we were like, “Don’t fall in.” 
That was just a cool setup, and 
it was a good dance, too,” said 
Chen.

Chen has come to appreciate 
dance as an art form through 
jazz, tap, and traditional Chi-
nese dance.

“My mom actually signed me 
up for dance when I was four, 
like a lot of other kids. Initially, I 
started off doing Chinese dance 
because my mom signed me up 
for it, and then later on, when I 
moved to Hong Kong, I started 
doing ballet classes and small 
performances here and there 
with my school and my dance 
school,” said Chen.

Chen has also been a prom-
inent dancer in Dance Open, as 
she has participated in the show 
for both years of her Andover 
career, and has looked forward 
to participating in the event ev-
ery year.

“I was involved in Dance 
Open both last year and this 
year, and this year, I actually 
choreographed a piece. Both 
last year and this year I was in 
the tap number, so I’ve grown. 
It’s one of my favorite shows of 
the year because it’s so diverse 

and it’s all student-choreo-
graphed, and I thought that was 
really cool,” said Chen.

Now as the new Dance Open 
Director, Chen hopes to reach a 
wider audience and spread her 
love for dance to the Andover 
community.

“As a Dance Open Director, 
my job is to organize the whole 
event leading up to the show. 
[I] make sure we have a diverse 
range of dances to include into 
the show from hip-hop to jazz 
[and] tap. We want to hear from 
new kids, and we also want to 
hear from new choreographers 
even if [they’ve] never done it 
before. We definitely want to 
include [them] in this show be-
cause that’s what it’s meant to 
be: to show people new chore-
ography and your own artistic 
voice,” said Chen.

Dance Open Director: Yishu Chen ’19
KAITLIN LIM

Yishu Chen ’19 cites her first memory of dance at Andover as the perfor-
mance she participated in with Footnotes during her Junior year.
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Dance Labs Director: Emily Jackson ’19

Walking timidly into the 
ballet studio, Emily Jackson ’19 
waited quietly by herself. Feel-
ing uncomfortable and nervous 
in the unfamiliar environment, 
Jackson watched as the other 
dancers streamed in and began 
to greet each other. Recogniz-
ing Jackson, Lizzie McGonagle 
’16, co-head of Andover Dance 
Group (ADG) at the time, walked 
over and began to welcome her.

“It was one of the greatest 
moments of my life in dance. It 
was just so welcoming, and that 
really showed me how amazing 
the dance environment is and 
how amazing and supportive ev-
eryone is,” said Jackson.

After taking Ms. Strong’s 
choreography class last spring, 
Jackson realized that she want-
ed to become a choreographer. 
She returned the following year 

searching for opportunities to 
perform, and found the perfect 
chance with Dance Labs, partic-
ipating in every Dance Lab this 
year.

“I just hopped right into 
Dance Labs, and I worked with 
a great group of people. It was 
a group of five people including 
myself, and it was really fun; it 
was a really good experience. 
I really liked [this year’s first 
Dance Lab], and it was just real-
ly fun to do. And then I just kept 
going from there,” said Jackson.

As Dance Labs Director next 
year, Jackson hopes to spread 
her passion for choreography 
and encourage other students to 
create their own dances. She sees 
Dance Labs as an opportunity to 
welcome dancers new to chore-
ography to explore.

Jackson said, “For me person-
ally, it enhanced my whole men-
tality on dance. I learned not just 

to do a dance as a dancer, but I 
learned how to see where all the 
movements were coming from 
and how they all fit together in a 
dance. I really just [want] to help 
people find that part in them.”

Through the welcoming en-
vironment she has experienced, 
Jackson has been able to form 
strong bonds with other dancers 
and looks forward to working 
with them.

“This year, I’ve especially be-
come close with a lot of the danc-
ers. Now that I have a better rela-
tionship with them, I think I’ll be 
able to work more closely with 
all the board members. And I also 
hope to work with a lot of the co-
heads of the dance clubs, like 
Hypnotiq, Blue Strut, and Foot-
notes, to try to incorporate them 
more into the dance department. 
I think it’s a really great group of 
people,” said Jackson.

ADRIENNE LI

After taking part in every dance lab this year, Emily Jackson ’19 knew she 
wanted to be a Dance Labs Director.
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Slamming a table onto the 
ground, Candy Chan ’17, playing 
a “bad” PAPS officer, exploded 
into an angry tantrum in last Fri-
day’s Sketchy Comedy Show. The 
sketch, titled “Good PAPS, Bad 
PAPS,” featured Rachna Lewis 
’19 playing an innocent student 
being interrogated by a “good” 
PAPS officer, played by Jared 
Zuker ’18, and a “bad” PAPS of-
ficer, Chan.

“I really liked Candy’s enthu-
siasm. She really wanted to break 
stuff. I remember in our first 
practice she literally pushed over 
one of the tables, but the table 
kind of got dented because she 
didn’t realize how hard she had 
shoved it over… And I think prob-
ably just watching her perform 
was my favorite part,” said Lewis. 

This sketch was featured as 
one of six skits in the comedy 
show hosted by Sketchy, a writ-
ten comedy club co-headed by 
Jack Lawlor ’17 and Emma Kel-
ley ’17, that took place last Fri-
day evening in the DramaLab 
classroom. The sketches, which 
were entirely student written, di-
rected, and performed, parodied 
many aspects of Andover culture 
and served as a place for mem-
bers of the Andover community 
to relax and laugh.

“I think [the show] provides 
an outlet for the weirdest side of 
the campus, the most ridiculous 
side, the most scum-of-your-
subconscious side, and it’s real-
ly a place where, all the things 
you wake up in the night think-
ing, ‘Oh that was a really weird 
dream,’ we write that down, and 
we perform it, and I think it’s re-
ally important to have this sort of 
fun, easy thing that people can go 
to and forget about school for a 
little bit and just relax, unwind, 
and laugh,” said Lawlor.

A skit starring Kelley was 
modeled off of a YouTube vid-
eo from 2007 named “Muffins.” 
Kelley, who played a worker at 
a bakery called “Cunningham 
Muffins,” presented a variety 
of different “flavored” muffins, 
each parodying a different aspect 
of Andover culture. The names of 
the muffins ranged from “‘I hate 
my life’ Finsta” muffin to “Press 
the Crosswalk Sign” muffin to 
“Blood from the Conservatives of 
Andover” muffin to “Fire Alarm 
at 3:00 a.m.” muffin.

“I liked how [Kelley] repre-
sented some funny jokes at An-
dover through the muffins. She 
was very flamboyant throughout 
the entire act and completely let 
go and just had a lot of fun, and 
everyone else in the audience 
had a lot of fun because of it,” 
Emma Chatson ’18, an audience 
member.

Playing Head of School John 
Palfrey at an Andover All-School 

Meeting (ASM), Lawlor intro-
duced the next ASM meeting 
speaker and brought them to the 
stage. As the applause died down, 
Kelley and Trevor Lazar ’17, play-
ing the guest speakers, slowly 
twirled their way onto the stage, 
dressed in red tights and curly 
wigs, before breaking into a fast, 
choreographed dance which fea-
tured wild arm swings and a re-
peated chant of the phrase, “I’m 
a liberal.”

“[The skit] was a lot about 
pointing out how Andover 
speakers are mostly liberal and 
represent more leftist views, but 
[Sketchy] did it in a way that was 
very funny and very outright 
about it… When the two ‘spe-
cial guests’ came out, they were 
dressed in really odd costumes 
and moving really weirdly, so 
that caught everyone’s atten-
tion,” said Anna Lang ’19, an au-
dience member. 

Muffins & All School Meeting: 
Sketchy Parodies Life at Andover 

HELEN HE

Cast in a dim light and 
wearing a black, lace unitard, 
Alexa Goulas ’18 rolled on her 
back, tumbling into Sabrina 
Appleby ’17, dressed in a silky, 
red leotard, who sat with open 
arms in the center of the stage. 
As Samuel Barber’s “Piano 
Concerto Op. 38” died down to 
a soft melody, the dancers tip-
toed towards Goulas and gently 
moved their arms forward as 
if to mourn her death. Judith 
Wombwell, Chair and Instruc-
tor in Theatre and Dance, cho-
reographed this dance, titled, 
“Kommos: a song of lamenta-
tion.”

“[A Kommos is] a wailing. 
It means to strike, a wailing 
from grief in Greek tragedy. 
It’s a moment where catharsis 
basically happens… I feel like 
there’s a lot of tension in the 
country, a lot of pain, a lot of 
conflict, so I felt like I wanted 
to do a piece to address that,” 
said Wombwell. “[For] the seri-
ousness of the piece, I felt like 
we had the right crew of danc-
ers to do it too. We had dancers 
that are strong enough to do 
something that big.”

This performance was one 
of four pieces in the “Kommos” 
Show, which featured Ando-
ver Dance Group (ADG) and 
AnDance in Steinbach Theatre 
last Friday and Saturday night. 
The show utilized a three-hun-
dred sixty degrees stage design 
to immerse the audience in the 
vibrancy of the choreography.

“I picked this huge piece of 
music that’s thirty-five minutes 
and very dramatic, and Stein-
bach is so small, so if we had 

done it traditional with this 
very small stage, I just couldn’t 
see making it dramatic enough 
to fit the music, so that’s why 
I came up with [using a 360 
degrees stage design]... I just 
knew that I wanted that,” said 
Wombwell.

The show opened with 
“Particles of Memories,” cho-
reographed by Erin Strong, In-
structor in Theatre and Dance.

Strong was inspired by the 
English elective “Rememo-
ries: Trauma and Survival in 
Twentieth Century Literature,” 
taught by Kathryn McQuade, 
Instructor in English. Dancing 
to Damien Jurado’s “Kola” and 
Antonio Vivaldi’s “Summer” re-
composed by Max Richter, Kiki 
Kozol ’18, dressed in a long, 
pastel, multicolored dress, and 
the rest of the dancers incorpo-
rated swaying, suspensions and 
partner work.

“I feel as though one aspect 
of movement that we could 
explore was moving together, 
and that interaction in dance 
is so important, and I felt like 
it symbolized both the inter-
action of memories and the in-
teraction of people with mem-
ories too because a lot of times, 
our memories aren’t actually 
individual experiences. It’s 
an interaction of individuals 
within the memory too,” said 
Blake Campbell ’18, a member 
of ADG.

Following “Particles of 
Memories,” Carra Wu ’17 and 
Romulus Sottile ’19 performed 
“My Tango,” a duo choreo-
graphed by Wombwell to “Con-
cierto Para Bandoneon: Mod-
erato” by Astor Piazzolla. The 
duo portrayed two lovers who 
will never see each other again, 

setting a solemn tone filled 
with heavy emotion. Under a 
warm, red light, the duo fluidly 
synchronized their steps and 
conveyed a slow, languid mood.

“I’ve never seen people our 
age perform a tango piece be-
fore, and the parts where Ro-
mulus picked up Carra and 
she was spinning around the 
room was amazing to see, and 
it requires so much collabora-
tion between the two artists. I 

liked the range of dances that 
there were because there are 
so many different styles and 
flavors, so it was really fun to 
watch,” said Yuji Chan ’18, an 
audience member.

“Moby Dick,” by Led Zep-
plin, an energetic, rhythmic 
piece, was another highlight 
of the show. Choreographed 
by Wombwell, the rock music 
piece featured dancers in their 
choice of T-shirts and cargo 

pants, rapidly running across 
the stage and tap dancing.

“Honestly, I felt that it was 
just a badass piece, and it was 
very different than the ballet 
movements that we’re used to 
doing, even modern, so it’s… 
taking it to something more 
aggressive and something that 
you could really just go at,” 
said Amanda Li ’18, a member 
of ADG.
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“Particles of Memories,” pictured above, was inspired by the English elective “Rememories: Trauma and Survival 
in Twentieth Century Literature,” a class taught by Kathryn McQuade, Instructor in English.
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Candy Chan ’17, above, performed in a skit titled “Good PAPS, Bad PAPS” 
in which she played a “bad” PAPS officer.

Move Your Body

Complete the illusion of a luxury spa 
feel with healthy snacks and drinks. 
Find a tall glass and fill it with ice 
cubes, cucumber slices, pomegran-
ate seeds, mint leaves (for an extra 
kick), and water. Top off with a plate 
of cut-up fruit or my personal favor-
ite, Bobo’s oatmeal bars.

Stay Healthy

Treat yourself to a new bar of scent-
ed soap, calming scent diffuser, or 
splurge on a Bordeaux red nail col-
or and create a glamorous in-dorm 
mani/pedi. Create a relaxing envi-
ronment by playing around with your 
dorm room acoustics — put on some 
mellow tunes for a melodic backdrop.

Welcome to My Crib

Nothing like moving your body to 
get your creative juices flowing! Your 
classic calisthenics of neck rotations, 
swinging of arms, leg lifts, jumping 
jacks, and marching in place will do 
for the sedentary bunch. 
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How about turning off all the elec-
tronics while you are recharging? 
Instead of putting your dorm spa 
experience on your Snapchat story, 
be in the moment and relish it.

Get Unplugged

With Ultimate week and finals just around the corner, you 
don’t need a crystal ball to predict the inevitable elevation 
of campus stress levels. Here are some ways to manage stress 
and recharge in your dorm room over the next few weeks:
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ConCerts

What not to miss this week:

Friday 5/19
Academy Orchestras Concert 

7:30 p.m. Cochran Chapel

ADG Highlights Memory & Tragedy In “Kommos” 

LAUREN LEE
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Want more ADG? Check out:

youtube.com/phillipianvideo

Saturday 5/20
Chamber Music Society Concert

6:30 p.m. Timken Room

Saturday 5/20
Fidelio Society Concert

8:00 p.m. Timken Room

Sunday 5/21
Academy Choral Concert

3:00 p.m. Cochran Chapel
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