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Boys Volleyball Captains 
Help Andover Find Wins

This year, the team has secured a 
season record of 3-5.

allison Zhu ’19 urges students to 
recognize the danger of fake news 
in this post-truth era.
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Screenwriter and director Bobby 
Farrelly ’77 discusses the impor-
tance of failure and perserverance 
at all School Meeting.

Bobby Farrelly ’77 
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The 28th annual Celebrasian 
festival, held last week, is a 
week-long event dedicated to 
encouraging awaremess of asian
culture.

Commemorating Asian 
Heritage

red flavor
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Writer’s Showcase
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Students lined up by the Oliver Wendell Holmes Library for free Pipe Dream cupcakes last Tuesday night. The 
truck was brought in by the Class of 2019 Representatives.

Progressive Action Conference Encourages 
Student-Driven Political Activism

The Phillips academy Dem-
ocrats organized and hosted 
andover’s first ever Progressive 
action Conference last Satur-
day. The nonpartisan confer-
ence focused on political activ-
ism and how students can get 
involved in the future of ameri-
ca’s politics.  

Miriam Feldman ’18, co-pres-
ident of the Pa Democrats, said, 
“Our goal was to make people 
see the way they can turn their 
ideas and their passions into a 
real action and change in the 
world. We focused on speakers 
and guests who have a history 
of being able to translate their 
political ideas and social agen-
das into real tangible change 
because I think that’s the goal of 
a lot of people here, but some-
times we don’t always know the 

means, or the steps that we need 
to take to achieve them,”

Dan Schwerin ’00, former 
speechwriter for Hillary Clin-
ton, opened the conference with 
a speech about his introduction 
to politics and his experience 
working in such a prominent 
position for Clinton at such a 
young age. He also answered 
student questions about his ex-
perience in politics.

a panel consisting of Schwer-
in, Cambridge City Councilor 
Nadeem Mazen ’02, Instructor 
in English Corrie Martin, and 
Lincoln Chafee ’77, former Sen-
ator, Governor, and Democratic 
candidate in the recent presi-
dential election, answered ques-
tions from both the Pa Demo-
crats board and the audience. 
The questions covered topics 
around the electoral college, 
Donald Trump, and socio-eco-
nomic issues in the Democratic 
party.

Pa Democrats member an-
lan Du ’18 said in an email to The 
Phillipian, “We really wanted to 
choose guests who came from 
different backgrounds and en-
compassed the entire left side 
of the political spectrum. This 
brought some really fantastic 
clash to the panel: Nadeem, for 
instance, took a pretty hard-line 
progressive stance which often 
clashed with Dan, who obvious-
ly represented Hillary and the 
mainstream Democratic Party,”

“Meanwhile, Lincoln, hav-
ing been both a Republican and 
an Independent in the past, 
brought in ideas from those 
parts of the political spectrum. 
Corrie, too, was a fantastic pres-
ence, as she brought in a focus 
on diversity and education. So 
ultimately, we ended up not 
with an echo chamber but with 

MARGOT HUTCHINS
AND JIMIN KIM

ALEXANDRA LEBARON 
AND ISABEL MIKHEEV

Former Andover 
Teacher Named 

in Pending 
Lawsuit on 
Charges of 

Sexual Abuse

Marie Sapienza ’85 filed 
a federal lawsuit last Friday 
against former andover teach-
er, alexander Theroux, alleg-
ing that Theroux had sexually 
abused her when she was a stu-
dent at andover. according to 
the filings, Theroux had groped 
Sapienza’s breasts and buttocks 
in 1982 when she was 15 years 
old. Sapienza alleges that Ther-
oux had called her to enroll in 
one of his classes and prom-
ised to give her a good grade. 
Sapienza is seeking 5 million 
dollars in damage, as she con-
tinues to suffer from “mental 
distress and emotional inju-
ries” and “suicidal ideation, de-
pression, sadness, anger, anxi-
ety, sleep problems, and panic 
attacks,” according to the court 
documents.

Theroux was an English 
teacher and writer-in-res-
idence at andover. Sapien-
za had reported the abuse 
to then-headmaster, Donald 
McNemar, but McNemar had 
refused to address her claims 
because Theroux had left the 
school by then.

andover is not involved 
with the pending lawsuit. This 
lawsuit arises from an august 
investigation by the school 
which had found that five for-
mer andover teachers had sex-
ually abused students during 
the 1970s and 1980s. Head of 
School John Palfrey sent an 
email to the andover commu-
nity on august 30, declaring the 
results of the investigation and 
named three teachers alleged 

STAFF REPORT

Students Develop Devices 
Designed to Fight 

Sustainability Issues

Sustainable energy was the 
issue at hand for a day and a 
night in the Nest last week-
end. a 24-hour event called the 
andover Clean Energy (aCE) 
Hackathon pitted teams of stu-
dent participants against each 
other in a competition to see 
which team could best devel-
op the prototype of a device to 
combat an issue of environmen-
tal sustainability on andover’s 
campus.

The challenge was to solve 
the sustainability issue in the 
context of andover by creat-
ing a functioning prototype or 
proof-of-concept for a device 
that would do so.

Participants began work on 
Friday evening and were invited 
to sleep-over in the Oliver Wen-
dell Holmes Library to continue 
development in the morning. 

In the end, the competition 
resulted in a tie for first place. 
The team of Sydney Olney ’18, 
Tessa Conrardy ’20, Emmeline 
Song ’20, and Emma Tilghman 
’20 created a device aimed at 
reusing leftover filaments from 
3-D printers by shredding the 
pieces and sending them back 
to the filament company for a 
discount on the filament ship-
ments. 

Though they won, Olney 
explained that she joined the 
competition with little prior ex-
perience. 

 “you come in here some-

times, not as a science person, 
not really thinking you can 
achieve much. This was all of 
our first Hackathon. None of 
us had any physics background 
which was really essential for 
our project, but the fact that we 
could do this in 24 hours shows 
what we can achieve in the fu-
ture,” said Olney. 

The other winning team of 
Varun Roy ’19, Miles McCain ’19, 
and alex El adl ’19 called them-
selves Blueprint. Taking on the 
issue of energy consumption 
and waste in buildings at ando-
ver, their prototype consisted of 
a box fitted with light and mo-
tion sensors. The device could 
send information about energy 
consumption to the Office of 
the Physical Plant where it can 
be utilized to implement energy 
saving measures. 

according to them, they 
were drawn to this event by 
observations they had made 
around campus. 

“What drew us to this event 
was that we saw a lot of ineffi-
ciencies around campus, and 
we thought the aCE Hackathon 
was the perfect way to make a 
difference,” said McCain

Looking forward, Blueprint 
wants to continue to work on 
developing their device and 
concept so that it may one day 
be implemented.

NEWAZ RAHMAN

Big Blue Triumphs at Real World 
Design World Championships Competition

Using a sensor to capture 
images of crops from the sky, a 
drone, designed by a team of six 
andover students, is able to fly 
over a field and gather crucial 
data on the crop’s overall health 
for farmers. The drone was de-
signed for the Real World De-
sign Challenge World Champi-
onships. It won first place at the 
competition, which was held in 
Washington DC on april 21.

alex El adl ’19, Sebastian 
Frankel ’20, Vish Dhar ’19, the 
club’s head, Kunal Vaishnavi ’18, 
Ruide Wang ’18, and Stephen 
Kelly ’18 pitted their unmanned 
aerial vehicle (UaV) designed 
to help farmers grow crops 
more effectively against teams 
from around the world. In the 

final round, the team competed 
against students from Pennsyl-
vania and China.

“The Real World Design 
Challenge is a design compe-
tition in which you try to de-
sign a solution for a real world 
problem and then this year the 
real world problem was trying 
to help farmers out in the field, 
and we chose to do it by preci-
sion agriculture, which is a way 
in which you can sense mois-
ture in crops and help the farm-
ers get a better understanding 
of how their crops are doing,” 
said Dhar.

“We thought we had a fair 
shot at getting worlds but being 
up on the podium was like sur-
real, and we didn’t really think 
we were there... We thought 
we had a fighting chance if we 
spent a lot of time refining our 
design” Dhar continued.

Since September, members 
of the team have been work-
ing on an 80 page dissertation 
detailing their research over 
the year that they presented to 
judges from NaSa and Bell He-
licopter.

“I ended up spending about 
33 percent of my time that I 
spend on my schoolwork on 
this. you end up writing things 
up the night before on Satur-
day nights. I remember there 
was one night over break where 
we decided that we would fin-
ish it all. I worked by myself at 
my computer for eight straight 
hours,” said Frankel.

The team had to prepare for 
a random Q&a along with the 
presentation of their product 
while in DC. The team was also 
tasked with selling the product 
and convincing the judges that 
the UaV would be viable in a 
market.

The andover team had also 
attended the competition last 
year, but did not place. accord-
ing to El adl, this past experi-
ence helped them to victory this 
year.

“I think all of us gained a lot 
experience since last year, and 
we learned a lot in terms of the 
engineering and design process 
and how to really build a strong 
business that would succeed. 
also there is a lot of marketing 
involved as in we really learned 
how to sell our product to inves-
tors and judges. The more time 
you spend on engineering, the 
better your final product gets,” 
said El adl.

IANNA RAMDHANY 
and ZAR CORDOVA

Continued on A5, Column 4

Continued on A6, Column  1

Often seen roaming the 
Quads, Thayer Zaeder ’83’s cats 
have become a topic of discus-
sion around campus. Zaeder, 
Instructor in art and house 
counselor in Bishop Hall, and 
his family have seven cats: Max, 
age 10, Doctor De Soto, around 
age 10, Stewie, about age eight, 
TJ, about age three, Victor, age 
two, Tunechi, age one, and Mel-
man, age one. all are rescue cats, 
most coming from the another 
Chance Rescue organization.

Lately, the black cat, Doc-
tor De Soto, has been seen in 
West Quad North and West 
Quad South. Often spending the 
night in Johnson Hall, he roams 
through halls and wanders into 
many students’ rooms. although 
some girls in Johnson enjoy hav-
ing the cat around, there are oth-
ers who are scared of him and 
less welcoming of his frequent 
visits.

Continued on A4, Column 1 Continued on A4, Column 4

COURTESy OF aLEX EL aDL
The team has dedicated time since September preparing for the Real World 
Design Challenge. From top left clockwise: Steve Rawding, Sebastian Fran-
kel ’20, Kunal Vaishnavi ’18, Steven Kelly ’18, Ruide Wang ’18, Vish Dhar ’19, 
and Alex El Adl ’19.

Continued on A4, Column 4

Treats in the Street

Zaeder’s Seven Cats 
Make the Quads 
their Playground

COOLEST CATS 
ON CAMPUS

I.LEE/THE PHILLIPIAN
T.J., pictured above, is known to 
haunt the path between Johnson 
and Rockwell. 
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In an editorial published 
by The Phillipian on April 29, 
2016 entitled “No Comment,” 
The Phillipian, vol. CXXXIX 
discussed the school’s policy of 
discluding comments in midterm 
reports during the Winter and 
Spring Terms for students who 
earn a three or above in the 
class. The previous board’s piece 
called for the “reimplementation 
of [midterm] comments” and 
“that the midterm report system 
mandate teachers to write 
specific reports for each student.”

Last year, however, was, in 
fact, the first year with mandated 
student reports or conferences 
for the Winter 2015-2016 Term, 
as endorsed and approved by 
faculty. No such policy existed for 
any other midterms prior to last 
year.

While we applaud the Dean 
of Studies office and their efforts 
in implementing last year’s 
new student report schedule, 
The Phillipian, vol. CXL revisits 
this topic of midterms because 
we firmly believe that student 
midterm feedback should not be 
limited to the Fall and Winter 
Terms. 

Humanities, social sciences, 
and languages all use a “Pass/
Fail” grading system, which for us 
— the students — give no insight 
into how we may improve our 
performance for the second half 
of the Spring Term. Vague “P”s 
or “F”s render the very concept 
of the midterm report pointless, 
irrelevant to students and parents 
alike. More often than not, 

students know whether or not 
we are passing or failing a class. 
But we need more than a single 
letter to determine exactly where 
we stand.

Even in STEM classes, where 
students receive a numerical 
grade on our midterm reports, 
there is no feedback given on 
how to best improve a student’s 
performance for the rest of the 
term. Students can easily assign 
themselves a numerical grade 
on the 0-6 scale, calculated 
from percentages listed in 
class syllabuses or as shown on 
Canvas. Yet, what students really 
need is guidance from teachers 
concerning, perhaps: our study 
habits, class participation, 
specific concepts we should 
spend more time with, or an 
invitation to conference period. 

Even students who receive 
a three or above deserve 
a thoughtful note or two 
concerning our classwork.

This begs the question: whom 
is this midterm policy for? It 
can’t be for students, who gain no 
additional understanding of our 
class performance from a Pass/
Fail or an easily predetermined 
number. It’s certainly not for 
parents, who want to know how 
their child behaves and functions 
as a student at a distant boarding 
school, and may have never even 
met the teacher by whom their 
child is instructed.

Of course, it’s easier on 
teachers to abstain from posting 
comments, but where is the 
value in having midterm reports 

without messages from faculty? 
This halfway-point in the term 
is a time for reflection, arguably 
more important than final 
reports; it’s a chance for students 
to receive documented notes 
from instructors concerning 
growth. By the time finals arrive, 
any advice teachers may have 
had is too little too late. When 
we open our student report 
dashboards, an imprecise grade 
can leave us with more questions 
about our class standing than we 
had before.

For Winter Term, faculty 
have the option of eschewing 
brief midterm reports in favor 
of holding conference period 
discussions, a fair alternative, if 
enforced. Moving forward, we 
hope that midterm conferences 
will be offered to students in both 
the Spring and Winter Terms. 
Another feasible substitution 
would be to require faculty to fill 
out the drop-down menu with 
space for individual grades in 
attendance, in-class behavior, use 
of support resources, and more 
on the student dashboard.

Even this slight 
individualization would provide 
students with a more complete 
knowledge of how to improve for 
the second half of the term. In the 
absence of similar thoughtfulness 
towards midterm grades, there’s 
simply no purpose in having 
these reports at all.

This editorial represents the 
views of The Phillipian, vol. 
CXL.

“Passing” on Comments 
Editorial

The Phillipian welcomes all letters to the Editor. We try to 
print all letters, but because of space limitations, we enforce a 
500-word limit. We reserve the right to edit all submitted letters. 
Letters must be responses to articles already published by The 
Phillipian. We will not publish any anonymous letters. 

Please submit letters by the Monday of each week to phillipi-
an@phillipian.net or to our newsroom in the basement of Morse 
Hall. 

To subscribe, email subscribe@phillipian.net, or write to The 
Phillipian, 180 Main Street, Andover, MA, 01810. 

All contents of The Phillipian copyright © 2017, The Trust-
ees of Phillips Academy, Inc. Reproduction of any material 
herein without the expressed written consent of The Trust-
ees of Phillips Academy, Inc. and the Editorial Board of The 
Phillipian is strictly prohibited.

In last week’s issue of The Phillipian, the Commentary section 
published the article “Not Really Non Sibi” by Sarika Rao with a 
factual error. The Community Engagement Office was not responsible 
for the cancellation of outdoor Non Sibi Weekend events for the Lower 
class — this decision was made by the community partners of the 
Community Engagement Office. We apologize and regret the error.

Stressing the Importance of Support

This spring, flowers ar-
en’t the only things grow-
ing in Andover — the ad-

ditional stress students feel from 
AP exams and SAT tests is in full 
bloom. Lately, students have been 
complaining about their amount 
of stress and the number of “L”s 
— short for loss, a term that’s syn-
onymous for failures or setbacks 
— they are taking. While it is 
healthy to vocalize stress, exces-

sive vocalization may exacerbate 
stress rather than alleviate it.

It’s not new that Andover is 
a stressful place. In a number 
of conversations I’ve had with 
friends, they always list the end-
less activities and work they have 
to do. While this week is particu-
larly stressful, some of the worries 
I’ve heard are used similarly to 
currency. Instead of sharing and 
supporting each other, students 
compete with each other in terms 

of how many commitments they 
have. 

Thus it becomes the norm to 
feel stressed in the Andover en-
vironment. It sets up a stereo-
type for students to think that 
they are supposed to be stressed 
at all times. Hence, this causes a 
sense of urgency in students who 
do not feel stressed. They might 
wonder why they do not feel as 
overworked as their peers. This 
behavior creates an environment 

of students participating in activ-
ities that they are not particularly 
interested in. They might partake 
in some activities just because 
they think that they have not been 
doing enough, leading students to 
overcommit themselves to differ-
ent clubs and activities. 

When they constantly vocalize 
only their struggles, students lose 
sight of the privileges and oppor-
tunities they enjoy in the Andover 
community. Students should build 
a more positive culture and envi-
ronment. If a student is sad or feels 
stressed out, their friends should 
comfort and encourage them. 
Rather than competing with one 
another on levels of stress, their 
friends should share their own 
worries to show that someone else 
is going through the same thing as 
they are. Students should be able 
to support each other through 
stressful situations. 

Just as students should sup-
port one another during times of 
stress, the same should be done 
during times of achievement, or 

“W’s”. Students should not be 
embarrassed to share when their 
hard work pays off. Even if a stu-
dent tried their best and ultimate-
ly didn’t succeeded, they should 
acknowledge the hard work they 
have put into a task. We should live 
in a community where students 
should support and congratulate 
others for their achievements.

Students should definitely still 
vocalize what struggles they are 
going through. Their problems 
are legitimate, and if they need 
support and comfort, they should 
vocalize their problems to loved 
ones. Students should not talk 
about their stress just to showcase 
the significant amount of work 
they are doing. 

As a campus with only about 
1,150 students, Andover could be-
come a tight-knit environment of 
support. Hopefully with this posi-
tive mindset, the entire communi-
ty can support each other and pull 
through these stressful times. 

CELINE CHEUNG

Celine Cheung is a New Low-
er from Hong Kong.

Here We Are, Hear Our Message

Two weeks ago, during 
the Means Essay All 
School Meeting (ASM), 

students heard a speech 
which touched on the au-
thor’s personal experience 
with Judaism, feminism, and 
camaraderie. The speech was 
beautifully-written, but for 
some Jewish students, it felt 
like a deep attack on our cul-
ture and existence.

Let us be clear: we do not be-
lieve that the essay was intended 
to be an attack of any kind. Given 
that a Means Essay is delivered in 
front of the entire student body, 
it should be considered from all 
perspectives. Nonetheless, we be-
lieve that parts of the text contain 
potentially anti-Semitic elements.

While the essay offers sparse 
specifics and no hard data (and 
as a personal essay, it need not), it 
asserts that Hebrew is a language 
revived specifically to exclude 
people, and it claims that “the 

best words in Hebrew are stolen 
from the neighboring Arabic.”

Hebrew is the language of the 
Old Testament (and the Torah) 
and one of two official languages 
of Israel. It is at least 3,000 years 
old, and is considered a holy lan-
guage to people of several faiths. 
In the late 1800s, Jews faced ex-
treme anti-Semitism in Europe. 
Though anti-Semitism had al-
ready existed for over a millen-
nium, it spiked in the late 1800s. 
Pogroms in eastern Europe fore-
shadowed the near future of the 
Jewish people: the Holocaust. 
Due to the rise in anti-Semitism, 
Eliezer Ben-Yehuda, a German 
Jew, concluded that the revival 
of Hebrew in a Jewish home-
land would unite Jews facing 
anti-Semitism around the world. 
The language was created with 
the intent of inclusion; it united 
Jews fleeing persecution.

In addition, there is no such 
thing as “stealing” between lan-
guages. “Critique” and “brunette” 
are French. “Solo” and “diva” are 
Italian. In the same way, “saba-
ba,” which is Arabic, is used in 
Hebrew. Language is fluid, and 

cultural exchange between Ar-
abic and Hebrew signifies the 
harmonious mutual respect the 
peoples have for each other. In 
Israel, 25 percent of the popula-
tion is non-Jewish, and one of the 
two official languages is Arabic; it 
is no surprise that Israeli culture 
and modern Hebrew are a blend 
of several cultures.

In the essay, the author also re-
counts apologizing to Arab shop-
keepers in Israel. “[I’m] sorry for 
this country, my people, for what 
we have done to you,” the essay 
states.

Politics aside, an apology for 
any people—and considering the 
fact that the author is not Israe-
li, she must be referring to the 
Jewish people—is never okay. 
Imagine if somebody apologized 
for the existence of your ethnic-
ity. In this case, the language is 
an example of anti-Semitism. 
“Slicha,” the Hebrew word used 
to apologize in the essay, is used 
by Israelis to apologize for over-
looking chores, or for being late—
not to delegitimize a country or a 
people. We may feel remorse for 
the actions of a governing body, 

but all people and religions must 
be allowed to exist unapologeti-
cally.

This article is not about Israel 
or the Palestinian territories, but 
as they were touched upon in 
the essay, we will briefly touch 
upon them here. Peace talks to 
resolve the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict have taken place since 
Bill Clinton’s presidency. None 
have succeeded. The topic is 
intensely complex, and experts 
have remarkably varying opin-
ions on solutions to the conflict. 
It is possible to love the country 
of Israel, disagree with some of 
the actions the Israeli govern-
ment takes (in the same way that 
millions of Americans disagree 
with the actions the U.S. gov-
ernment takes), and sympathize 
with the Palestinian people all at 
once. The three are not mutually 
exclusive.

The essay calls attention to the 
Hebrew word “hineni,” which 
means “here I am.” The word is 
repeated throughout the essay, 
possibly to express the author’s 
confusion over whether or not 
Jews have a right to be in Isra-

el. What many students at ASM 
may not have realized is that 
“Hineni” is the name of a prayer 
sung on Yom Kippur, the holiest 
day of the year when Jews rec-
ognize their wrongdoings and 
commit to a better year. The En-
glish translation of the first two 
lines of the prayer are “Here I 
stand / Painfully aware of my 
flaws.” “Hineni” is about self-re-
flection and humility, and to see 
it being applied in a seemingly 
politically-charged manner, in a 
context so far from its intended 
use, was deeply hurtful.

During a time when anti-Sem-
itism is on the rise, it is essential 
to continue to be aware of the 
ways in which underlying mes-
sages about a culture and its 
people can be harmful. On be-
half of the authors of this article, 
“hinenu.” Here we are.

LOUIS AARON, 
LEAH ADELMAN, 

and HERBIE RIMERMAN

Louis Aaron is a two-year 
Upper from Phoenix, Ariz. Leah 
Adelman is a four-year Senior 
from Hilton Head Island, S.C. 
Herbie Rimerman is a three-
year Senior from Stamford, 
Conn. 

m.latham/the phillipian

Rudd C. Fawcett     President

Ananda J. Kao
Managing Editor

The oldest preparatory newspaper in the United States. Founded 1857.

Cecelia L. Vieira
Executive Editor

Serena X. Ren
Managing Editor

Nick Toldalagi
Managing Editor

G. Cedric Elkouh
Executive Digital Editor

Matthew R. Shea
Chief Financial Officer

Arts & Leisure
Lauren Lee
Hannah Zhang

Commentary
Katie Hartzell
Emily Ndiokho
Adrienne Zhang

Copy
Emma Wong, Head
Isabelle Bicks
Zoe Hutchins
Nicholas Schoeller
Larson Tolo

Illustration
Evelyn Wu
Amy Xia

News
JB Lim
Juan Pablo Ramos

Sports
Anjunae Chandran
Nithish Kalpat
Jennifer Lee
Reuben Philip

The Eighth Page
Connor Devlin
Charlie Mayhew

Photo
Alejandra Macaya
Tyler Rynne

Video
Julia Morrissey
Jessica Wang

Business
Pierce Bausano
Lara Robinson

Advertising
Alexandra Loumidis
Michael McCullom

Circulation
Moyo Oyebode

Digital
Eliza Bienstock
Caroline Yun

Layout
Isabelle Beckwith
Lucy Jung

Data Visualization
Samantha Bloom

Vol. CXL, No. 11
Phillips Academy

Arts & Leisure
Michelle Jeon

Romulus Sottile

Business 
Drake McFaul
William Locke

News
Will Ennis

Andie Pinga

Sports
Andy Kim

Photographer
Isaiah Lee 

Staff PositionsAssociates



May 5, 2017 T h e  P h i l l i p i a n Commentary A3

‘13 Reasons Why’: An Incomplete Narrative

Almost overnight, 
the young-adult novel 
turned TV show “Thir-

teen Reasons Why” has be-
come a national phenomenon. 
The reception among teens has 
been enthusiastically positive, 
while parents and medical pro-
fessionals are less pleased by its 
overwhelming popularity. Many 
American schools, including 
my old high school, have sent 
emails home to explain the det-
rimental effects of the show’s 
portrayal of mental illness and 
to caution parents about their 
children watching the show. 
Last week, Lucy Grossbard 

wrote a Commentary article ti-
tled “Thirteen Reasons to Ditch 
this Show,” breaking down some 
of the issues with their narrative 
of teen suicide. While I agree 
that “Thirteen Reasons Why” 
presents a highly problematic 
storyline, I believe that Gross-
bard presents a simplistic and 
one-sided argument. She argues 
that the show normalises and 
trivialises depression, but the 
show goes further: it removes 
the main character, Hannah 
Baker’s, legitimacy as a person 
and therefore her right to a 
claim ownership of and recover 
from a mental illness.

One of the ideas that Gross-
bard mentioned briefly in her 

article was the hackneyed por-
trayal of depressed teenage 
girls possessing “a mysterious 
charm” that makes them at-
tractive to characters on screen 
and viewers offscreen. I recog-
nized the use of this tired trope 
as an example of a “manic pixie 
dream girl,” or MPDG. If you 
need examples of these char-
acters, look no further than 
“Elizabethtown,” “Breakfast at 
Tiffany’s,” Scott Pilgrim Vs. The 
World,” “Looking for Alaska,” 
“Paper Towns” — within each 
of these narratives, a gorgeous, 
offbeat, and most importantly, 
damaged, young girl drastically 
brightens the life of a quiet, bor-
ing guy. Something tragic hap-
pens and she disappears from 
his life, leaving him a better, 
more developed person. Essen-
tially, a MPDG is just a plot de-
vice to catalyze character devel-
opment in the male protagonist. 

While the MPDG storyline is 
one of the most addictive and 
engaging tropes out there, it also 
sets up an unhealthy power dy-
namic. Superficially, one may 
argue that this trope empowers 
the female character by imbuing 
her with power to change lives, 
to alter perceptions, to inspire 
others to be better. But realisti-
cally, MPDGs lack personality, 
character development, strug-
gles, successes, and most impor-
tantly, the right to be a person. 
She becomes an instrument 
of male progress, not a human 
being. And within the context 
of “Thirteen Reasons Why,” 
the MPDG trope prevents the 
show from fleshing out Hannah 
Baker as a person, and thus, as 
someone who struggles with a 
real, debilitating, and dangerous 
mental illness. After all plot de-
vices don’t have their own prob-
lems — or at least not problems 
worth addressing.

Because Hannah Baker is an 
MPDG, her mental illness is ir-
relevant to the development of 
the plot. The showrunners place 
her suicide in a vacuum, over-
simplify the context, and erase 

mental illness from the narra-
tive. Once mental illness has 
been removed from the story, 
we turn to more tangible, recog-
nizable, and therefore more 

appealing, reasons for Hannah 
Baker’s suicide. Now we can 
ask: Why? Who hurt you? What 
happened to you? What made 

you unhappy? Why did you kill 
yourself? 

According to the show, there 
should be answers to these ques-
tions, thirteen tangible, conve-
nient, coherent answers, thir-
teen people or places or events 
that we can point to and blame. 
But there is no one convenient 
reason, or even thirteen conve-
nient reasons, for why someone 
kills themselves.  When a teen-
ager kills themselves, it is be-
cause society failed to provide 
an alternative, because no one 
told them the way out, because 
no one told them how to get 
help, because they are suffering 
from serious mental illness, and 
because nobody will treat them 
for it. But of course, in “Thirteen 
Reasons Why”, it is far more 
exciting to see Hannah Baker 
point fingers and skirt around 
the root of the issue. 

My issue with “Thirteen Rea-
sons Why” isn’t that the show 
discusses heavy topics like do-
mestic abuse, suicide, and rape 
(even if the portrayals are in-

discriminately used for shock 
value). It can be argued that the 
graphic nature of the suicide 
and rape scenes are intention-
ally horrific and jarring to draw 
attention to these issues. How-
ever, the show doesn’t identify 
the source of these problems, 
encourages misdirected per-
spectives, and provides no mor-
al solutions beyond your aver-
age Disney Channel movie’s, 
“We should all be nicer to each 
other!” As a show geared to-
wards a mature audience on the 
most ubiquitous streaming plat-
form, “Thirteen Reasons Why” 
had a responsibility to introduce 
issues of mental health and re-
fute existing stereotypes of de-
pressed girls, and that’s where 
they failed.

There are no “Thirteen Rea-
sons Why” Hannah committed 
suicide; there is one. And it is a 
reason that the show refuses to 
address.

SANIYA SINGH

Saniya Singh is a New Upper 
from Andover, Mass.

While dissect-
ing articles from 
various corporate 

news sources such as “The 
New York Times,” “The Econ-
omist,” and “Breitbart” in my 
previous Religion and Philos-
ophy class, one of my peers 
asked, “Do you trust the 
news?”

The answer to this question 
is not simple — especially in 
the post-truth era, where it 
can be difficult to discern 
facts from fiction on social 
media. 

It is troubling that the Ox-
ford Dictionaries declared 
“post-truth” as the 2016 word 
of year — defining it as a time 
at when “objective facts are 
less influential in shaping 
public opinion than appeals 
to emotion and personal be-
lief.”

Now, more and more peo-
ple, myself included, scroll 
through social media sites 
such as Facebook and Buzz-
feed for news updates each 
day. When I see an eye-catch-
ing headline or article, I am 
quick to share the news with 
my friends. According to the 

Pew Research Center, howev-
er, popular sources like Buzz-
Feed, The Rush Limbaugh 
Show, The Glenn Beck Pro-
gram, and The Sean Hannity 
Show are at the bottom of the 
list of outlets trusted by the 
American public. 

I have many times seen 
misleading stories disguised 
as credible news reports on 
these channels, as well as on 
many others. Such articles 
effectively take advantage of 
the free exchange of informa-
tion in an American society 
on social media, and readers’ 
gullibility to create a destruc-

tive web of misinformation. 
This spread of misinforma-
tion can be seen in many po-
litically-charged fake news 
articles, which can include 
opinions with the purpose of 
characterizing people with 
contrasting ideologies as 
misinformed, moronic, or vil-
lainous. Nonpolitical articles 
can also be damaging when 
they misinform. Some head-
lines I have seen recently 
on Buzzfeed’s Snapchat are, 
“10 Tips to Make Yourself 
More Desirable to Men,” “10 
Life-Changing Things Every 
Creative Person Should Try,” 
and “Top 10 List Of What Not 
To Do On A First Date.” These 
headlines immediately grab 
your attention. This is why 
the age of post-truth news 
is so destructive: it plays on 
people’s emotions, identifi-
cations, anxieties, and many 
times, fears. Although seem-
ingly harmless in the context 
of these particular articles, 
when dealing with more con-
sequential topics, fake news 
rapidly spreads lies that can 
hurt and affect more than one 
person.

While it is imperative for 
the proliferation of fake news 
on social media to be ad-
dressed by the outlets that 
publish them — for exam-
ple, by instituting increased 
fact-checking — it is nev-
ertheless indisputable that 
people like to hear what they 
want to hear and react harsh-
ly to what they do not want 
to hear. Thus, social media 
refusing to separate profes-
sional news sources from un-
backed opinion or news piec-
es tests the public to use their 
best judgement when decid-
ing what they think are or are 
not “alternative facts.” Shar-
ing articles with faulty data 

or disguised lies enables fake 
news to spread like wildfire, 
and allows these sites to gain 
more and more popularity. 
Though it may be tempting to 
share articles full of opinions 
you agree with, if you do not 
check the source, understand 

the stance from a range of 
platforms, or read the article 
in its entirety before shar-
ing, you only perpetuate this 
problem.

We must learn how to play 
the game of post-truth poli-
tics by learning how to read 
and think critically. This 
might mean reading a broad 
array of perspectives, not tak-
ing social media headlines at 
face value, and remembering 
to “think before you click.”

As students, learning to 
develop valuable analyzing 
and critical thinking skills 
has never been so crucial. In 
this post-truth era, we must 
respect discussion backed by 
hard research and avoid con-
tributing to the divisiveness 
and bias that fake news en-
tails.

Posting Truth vs. Post-Truth

ALLISON  ZHU

Allison Zhu is a two-year 
Lower from Shanghai, China.j.guo/the phillipian

z.yin/the phillipian
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Natasha Singareddy ’19 is one 
of the girls who doesn’t enjoy De 
Soto’s visits. One morning, she 
awoke to the sound of De Soto’s 
meows coming from somewhere 
in her room. 

“My hall gives the cat a lot of 
love and gives it food, so it start-
ed coming to our hall every time 
someone opens the door to John-
son. It will just come into our 
room if any of our doors were 
open,” said Singareddy.

“I didn’t know it was in my 
room, but I could hear it meow-
ing. I wake up to it meowing every 
day. Then I sit up, and it was lying 
on my feet, in my bed. I pushed it 
off and started screaming. It was 
terrifying,” she continued.

One reason people are scared 
of De Soto is because he’s a black 
cat, which can be viewed as a 
bad omen, according to Eamon 
Garrity-Rokus ’20, who lives in 
Rockwell House. Garrity-Rokus 
sees De Soto two or three times a 
week.

“It’s not particularly enjoy-
able to see it, since it’s a black cat 

and it walks right across my path, 
which is supposed to be unlucky. 
It might just be a superstition, but 
the thought does cross my mind. 
It’s cool to see the cat and pet it, 
but it’s supposed to be an unlucky 
experience,” said Garrity-Rokus.

Singareddy also claims that 
the gray cat, TJ, has followed her 
along the path.

“There’s also a gray cat, TJ. It 
doesn’t come into Johnson, but 
it’s always on the path between 
Johnson and Rockwell. It’s so 
scary. That’s the one that chases 
you. At least the black cat doesn’t 
hurt you, but the grey one will 
chase you, which is terrifying,” 
she said.

Jair Suazo ’17 enjoys the com-
pany of some of the cats that fol-
low him around the Quads. 

Suazo said, “I’m a fan of [one 
of the cats] because I usually try 
to model my lifestyle like her. 
She walks carelessly around the 
Quads, and so I always run into 
her. She’s always kind of defiant 
and always growls at me, and I 
kind of like that because I wish 
I could live carelessly like that 
beautiful cat.”

Eliot Zaeder ’17 confirmed that 
these cats are harmless and pose 
no danger or threat to anyone. 

“None of them have ever at-
tacked anybody, or scratched, or 
bit anyone. They’re pets, not wild 
animals. With half the cats, you 
can just pick them up and they 
won’t do anything,” he said.

 “I think [the cats are] hilarious. 
It’s so funny, because I get videos 
from friends, who I’ve been with 
at school for four years, and they 
have the cat in their dorm room. 
They’ll take a picture with it, give 
it a little kiss on the cheek, and 
send it to me, and I just laugh. It’s 
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•	 Last Saturday, an unidentified dead 
body was spotted floating down the 
Merrimack River. An Andover crew 
coach first noticed the body at around 
2:30 p.m. in the afternoon and notified 
the nearby State Environmental Police. 
The body, which the police recovered 
from the river near Jillian Way in An-
dover, was identified as an adult male. 
According to Carrie Kimball-Monahan, 
a spokesperson for the Essex District 
Attorney’s office, no foul play was sus-
pected as the man’s clothing was intact 
and there was no visible trauma to the 
body.

•	 The recipients of the 2017 Andover 
Alumni Award of Distinction, which 
honors those who have achieved success 
in their respective fields of study, have 
been announced. The recipients are 
filmmaker Macky Alston ’83, biologist 
and researcher Dorothy Cheney ’68, 
civil rights activist and judge George 
P. Smith ’55, and publishing editor for 
“Little,” Genevieve Young ’48. They will 
be honored next fall during the annual 
Finis Origine Pendet All  School Meet-
ing.

•	 Andover’s Asian Society organized 
events for its annual CelebrAsian 
Weekend, which continued from last 
Friday night to Sunday afternoon. Ac-
tivities included DramaLabs and spoken 
word poetry in the BlackBox Theatre, a 
ramen munch with a bamboo  planting 

station, a food bazaar in George Wash-
ington Hall, talent shows in Kemper 
Auditorium, and a trip to the Japan 
Festival at Boston Commons.

•	 The Philomathean Society participated 
in a tournament at Deerfield against 
schools in the Debate Association of 
New England Independent Schools. 
Matthew Cline ’19 and Tiffany Chang 
’19 won second place advanced team, 
and Cline also won third place advanced 
speaker.

Looking Ahead
•	 On Friday, May 12, American poet 

Sharon Olds, hosted by the English 
Department, will give a poetry reading 
at 7:00 p.m. in Kemper Auditorium. 
Olds, a graduate of Stanford University 
and Columbia University, now teaches 
at New York University in the Graduate 
Creative Writing Program and has re-
ceived many prestigious awards through 
her writing such as the National Book 
Critics Circle Award.

•	 Mahogany Browe, an award -winning 
word poet and activist for women of 
color, will present her poetry on Sat-
urday, May 13, at 8:00 p.m. in Kemper 
Auditorium. Browe graduated from the 
Pratt Institute MFA Writing & Activism 
program, published articles in various 
literary journals and magazines and was 
nominated for the NAACP Outstanding 
Literary Works for her book “Redbone.”

NEWS IN BRIEF
Reporting by Margot Hutchins and Rachel Chang

Meet the Zaeders’ Feline Family

The Zaeder family has seven cats in total, and one dog. The cats pictured, from left to right, are Melman, Max, 
Stewie, Tunechi, TJ, and Victor.

Bobby Farrelly ’77 
Discusses Failure, Success, 

and Having Fun with Life

Students shared a moment of 
raucous laughter after screenwrit-
er and director Bobby Farrelly ’77 
remarked on confusing the Oli-
ver Wendell Holmes Library and 
Cochran Chapel when he was an 
Andover student during his speech 
at All-School Meeting (ASM) last 
Wednesday. 

Throughout his presentation, 
Farrelly recounted the story of 
how he became the successful 
man he is today as well as the chal-
lenges he faced throughout his life 
and the lessons he learned. After 
being asked to leave Andover in his 
Senior year, Farrelly recounted a 
lesson he learned from his parents.

“I was in the car talking with 
my parents on the way home. It 
was very quiet in that car. And my 
father actually turned around and 
he gave be a good firm look and he 
said, ‘Listen up, everyone makes 
mistakes... When you make a mis-
take, you own it and you learn from 
it. And you make sure you never 
make the same mistake again.’ I 
thought about it and he was right,” 
Farrelly said in the presentation. 

Farrelly also stressed the im-
portance his family played in his 
life and how he quickly learned 
that his parents would always be 
his biggest supporters.

“When times get bad you real-
ize who your friends are and who 
really is looking out for you. And 
for me — and I think this goes for 
most people — it’s your parents... 
they love you more than anything... 
and there’s a lot to be learned by 
just realizing that your parents are 
probably your best friends in the 
world. For me, that was a rather 
important lesson. It’s something 
that I valued and I still do. They 
were rough on me then but I need-
ed it,” he continued.

After finishing his Senior year 
at Deerfield, Farrelly moved onto 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, 
where he studied geology. Though 
the subject interested him in col-
lege, there were, according to him, 
no jobs in geology, so he began 
working as a salesman.

After a few years, he decided 
the job was not right for him and 
moved to California in an attempt 
to start a business selling round 
towels after observing beachgoers 
having to get up and move their 
towels as the sun moved across the 
sky. His idea was that, with a round 
towel, which he branded a “Sun 
Spot,” they could instead move 
around on the towel.

His brother, Peter Farrelly, 
who had studied creative writing, 
later also moved to the area in an 
attempt to write a book. After his 
brother moved and Farrelly’s Sun 
Spots did not catch on as he had 
hoped, a passion for screenwrit-
ing germinated between the two 
brothers.

“The book took [Peter] out 
to California just so he could go 
somewhere where he could write 
and be in a different place… [Then] 
he started talking to me and saying 

that maybe he should be writing 
screenplays,” said Farrelly. “And 
he asked me to join him. Neither of 
us really knew much about how to 
do it. We started drawing out our 
own experiences in life by writing 
scripts. Our tendency was always 
towards comedy, so we started 
writing that and we really liked it. 
We enjoyed it. It was fun,” he con-
tinued.

After having his various scripts 
circulate through different L.A. 
studios, Farrelly received interest 
on one of his scripts called “Dumb 
and Dumber.” Because he and his 
brother were unable to find a di-
rector for the film, they decided to 
direct the film together. Starring 
Jim Carrey and Jeff Daniels, the 
film was an immediate hit among 
audiences. Farrelly and his brother 
continued to write and direct mov-
ies including “There’s Something 
About Mary,” “The Three Stooges,” 
and a sequel to “Dumb and Dumb-
er,” “Dumb and Dumber To.” 

Angelreana Choi ’19 said, “I be-
lieve that many people are interest-
ed, and not necessarily as a career, 
in the movie and acting business…. 
I am happy that we were able to 
get a different perspective of suc-
cess, from a person in a field which 
is not, I feel, frequently pursued by 
Andover students.”

Adam Vlasic ’20 said, “I thought 
that it was really cool. I think that 
the administration should bring in 
more people like him, and I think 
that a non-politically charged top-
ic is something very nice to talk 
about. This guy really knew how 
to work a crowd, he was getting 
people laughing and cheering and 
when he said something serious, 
all the noise died out and I found 
that really respectable. I liked the 
entire speech and felt that the 
whole thing was really good.”

As well as the many successes 
he has had throughout his career, 
Farrelly has also faced many chal-
lenges, including the loss of his son 
only five years ago to an opioid ad-
diction. Farrelly spoke during his 
presentation about the importance 
of perseverance and asking for 
help to achieve goals. 

Farrelly concluded his speech 
with a message of perseverance. 
Though, according to him, he 
has made many mistakes and had 
countless failures in his life, car-
rying on and moving past them is 
what has fuelled the success in his 
life and made him who he is today.

CAROLINE GIHLSTORF

C.MUNN/THE PHILLIPIAN

Farrelly was dismissed from An-
dover for academic dishonesty his 
Senior year.
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Andover Left Unnamed 
In Lawsuit Against 

Former Teacher

of abuse, including Theroux.
“Sexual misconduct is not 

tolerated at Andover. I believe 
all faculty and staff understand 
the importance of ensuring 
nothing of this sort ever hap-
pens again,” wrote Palfrey in a 
statement to The Phillipian.

Palfrey released a statement 
responding to the abuse allega-
tions on April 24.

“Today, we know that many 
schools, including Andover, 
have not always lived up to 
our commitment to protect 
students in our care… Matters 

related to past teacher miscon-
duct are currently appearing in 
the press. We take these mat-
ters extremely seriously. Our 
hearts go out to all those who 
were harmed at our school and 
at all schools in the past,” said 
Palfrey.

Sapienza is a NH State Rep-
resentative and is now an at-
torney in private practice. 
Her attorney is Boston lawyer 
Mitchell Garabedian, who was 
involved in the famous cases ex-
posing widespread clergy sexu-
al abuse and cover-ups within 
the Catholic church in 2002.

Continued  from A1, Column 5

Andover Team Designs Drone 
To Revolutionize Farming

The members of the team 
underwent an application pro-
cess during Fall Term that de-
termined the final students that 
would take part in the competi-
tion. The application involved 
questions relating to the appli-
cant’s involvement and interest 
in STEM. The group of students 
is advised by Clyfe Beckwith, 
Instructor in Physics.

Due to the reliance on large 
amounts of funding, the team 
is unsure about pursuing the 
challenge in the future and are 

working towards applying their 
work and research in the real 
world.

El Adl said, “We did all of 
this research into our product 
and development of our busi-
ness that could really be appli-
cable in the real world. We want 
to do more research and devel-
opment of a more finalized and 
actual product that we can then 
really apply [in the real world]. 
I think we might move past Real 
World Design Challenge… then 
do research outside of the com-
petition on a drone based sys-
tem for different industries.”

Continued from A1, Column 5
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Lincoln Chafee ’71 
And Dan Schwerin ’00 

Headline Inaugural HSPAC

some really great contrasting 
viewpoints for the audience to 
mull over,” she continued.

Schwerin stressed the im-
portance of having young peo-
ple involved in politics, despite 
challenges. He specifically cited 
examples from the Women’s 
March and what happened in 
airports around the Muslim ban 
and healthcare.  

“The election was incredibly 
disappointing, but I hope we 
can channel that disappoint-
ment into increased grassroots 
energy, as we’re already seeing 
around the country. Especial-
ly for young people, it’s so im-
portant not to get discouraged 
but instead get energized,” said 
Schwerin in an email to The 
Phillipian. 

Chafee spoke about the false 
dichotomy that emerges when 
political beliefs are divided 
between two parties, which 
provoked discussion about the 
defining characteristics of the 
Democratic party and the in-
creasing separation between 
the public and the government.

The panelists also talked 

about the path to effective ac-
tivism, highlighting how ac-
tivism is an integral part of 
participating in a society, and 
therefore necessary for change.

“By one estimate, there are 
more than one million groups 
and orgs currently engaged in 
some form of social justice ac-
tivism in the world today...all 
engaged in different kinds of 
actions and approaches to these 
problems. It’s a much more ex-
citing, vibrant and open way of 
thinking about progressivism 
and political action,” said Mar-
tin in an email to The Phillipi-
an. 

“Small groups (4-5 people) 
can make a huge impact on the 
issues they care most about, 
with just a few minutes of con-
sistent organizing practice per 
day… We must exert control as 
tomorrow’s leaders and voters 
to protect and support Ameri-
ca’s crumbling middle class and 
forgotten working class,” said 
Mazen in an email to The Phil-
lipian.  

When asked about how this 
conference will affect the An-
dover community, Junah Jang 
’20, who attended the confer-
ence, said, “In part thanks to the 
talk, I’ll be thinking a lot more 
about my political priorities 
and how to learn from the opin-
ions of people here on campus. 
Hopefully, we can get to a point 
where we’re able to have pro-
ductive conversations across 
differing viewpoints concern-
ing the improvement of this 
campus, country, and ultimately 
the wellbeing of all people.”

“Hopefully this conference 
will be a unifier. We sent our 
invitational email to PARS, the 
PA Republican Society. And 
we hope that the messages and 
the lessons learned from these 
speakers are going to be ap-
plicable to those involved re-
gardless of different political 
backgrounds or affiliations, and 
that ultimately we will come 
away from this having learned 
as a community, not just based 
on Democrat or Republican be-
liefs,” said Matthew Cline ’19, 
board member of the PA Dem-
ocrats Board.

Continued  from A1, Column 4

The State of Non Sibi on Campus

Non Sibi. Not for self. Since 
these words were stamped 
into Andover’s seal by Paul Re-
vere in 1782, they have served 
as a motto for our school, tak-
ing center stage in All-School 
Meeting speeches, emails from 
cluster deans, and leadership 
training. 

Piecing apart how and to 
what extent this motto is actu-
ally incorporated into campus 
culture today can be difficult, 
according to Aissata Bah ’20.

“I think since [Non Sibi has] 
been repeated so much, I think 
it’s just ingrained in our minds 
at this point. We don’t feel an-
imosity towards it nor do we 
approach the idea with won-
der or curiosity, I think it’s 
something that we just learn 
to do,” he said.

“I don’t really remember 
when that was first implanted 
in my brain. I think maybe I 
first heard about it when I was 
sitting in a Foundations class. I 
feel like everyone says it, Non 
Sibi, not for self but for others, 
but they never really say what 
that means,” Bah continued. 

Andover’s annual Non Sibi 
Day requires students to take 
part in obligatory communi-
ty engagement activities and 
provided them with the op-
portunity to reflect on their 
opinions about what qualifies 
as a Non Sibi action

Sam Katz ’19 believes that 
Andover’s Non Sibi Day pro-
grams differ from term-con-
tained or yearlong community 
engagement activities because 
they do not provide the same 
opportunities for human in-
teraction and emotional con-
nection. 

Katz said, “As for ways to 
have people be actually Non 
Sibi, I would just promote 
the Community Engagement 
office more. Instead of Non 

Sibis, maybe we should have 
people do mandatory commu-
nity engagement. Because all 
the community engagement at 
this school means something. 
Be they writing letters to peo-
ple who are on active duty or 
going to the Lawrence Boys 
and Girls club, all of them have 
actual meaning. But the prob-
lem with Non Sibi Day is that 
they try and make something 
that every single person does, 
and so by doing that they actu-
ally don’t have genuine, mean-
ingful things to do on Non 
Sibi.” 

However, Monique Cue-
to-Potts, Director of Com-
munity Engagement, argues 
that the difference in per-
son-to-person contact be-
tween year-long or term-long 
community engagement pro-
grams and Non Sibi Day activi-
ties is intentional. 

“If our office and our pro-
grams are about building re-
lationships with people, it has 
to be with people who actually 
want to be in those relation-
ships. As opposed to Non Sibi 
weekend, which I just see as 
a weekend of awareness, and 
working with a communi-
ty partner to complete a task 
that’s needed. It’s a totally dif-
ferent ballgame than what we 
are doing on a weekly basis,” 
said Cueto-Potts. 

Cueto-Potts also empha-
sizes that the meaning of Non 
Sibi should be more than just 
taking part in Non Sibi Day or 
participating in community 
engagement programs. Stu-
dents and community mem-
bers should adopt Non Sibi as 
a mindset and find ways to in-
corporate it in their daily lives. 

“I don’t think that people 
should pick and choose in 
terms of when they are Non 
Sibi or when they are not, I 
think it needs to be a constant 
part of people’s lives… You 
[shouldn’t] see it as something 

that you have to do to peo-
ple who might seem different 
from you based on their class 
or their race or their gender 
or whatever differences you 
might have. It’s not a thing of 
who is privileged and who is 
not privileged, it is how you 
interact with everyone that 
you cross paths with in your 
life,” said Cueto-Potts. 

“I think that sometimes 
students are quick to judge the 
school about whether or not 
the school is prioritizing Non 
Sibi, and I wish that sometimes 
students would step back a lit-
tle bit and think about wheth-
er they are prioritizing Non 
Sibi,” continued Cueto-Potts.

Candy Chan ’17 believes 
there is room for improvement 
in how students practice Non 
Sibi. She mentions helping out 
Paresky Commons workers 
and custodians as one way of 
giving back to members of the 
community.

“I generally believe that ev-
eryone on campus holds Non 
Sibi as a value dearly, but Non 
Sibi as a mindset, doing things 
that can help everyone around 
campus, doing things that can 
alleviate the workload for 
custodians or for workers in 
[Paresky], that’s something 
that I feel like Andover stu-
dents can still work on,” said 
Chan.

Cueto-Potts believes that 
making a Non Sibi impact on 
the lives of others is not about 
the number of people who are 
affected by an action but the 
quality of the action’s effect. 
Small acts of kindness can 
make a community that much 
more welcoming and positive.

“The world is a better place, 
even if it is a better place... for 
that one person you interacted 
with... in a way that showed 
that they were important and 
valued and cared for,” said 
Cueto-Potts.

R.PREM/THE PHILLIPIAN

Corrie Martin, Instructor in English, and Akhil Rajan ’17 facilitate panel 
discussion.

PATRICIA THOMPSON
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Dan Schwerin ’00 was former Edi-
tor in Chief of The Phillipian.

An Accessible Andover: 
An Investigation Into Wheelchair 

Accessiblity on Campus

From the historic Memorial 
Bell Tower to the sweeping ex-
panse of the Great Lawn, An-
dover showcases a campus of 
500 acres, surpassing the size 
of many boarding schools and 
even some college campuses. 
The large campus, however, of-
ten poses challenges to those 
who have difficulty walking and 
for those who use wheelchairs.

In the past, students have ex-
perienced the inconveniences 
of getting around campus using 
crutches for various injuries. 
In her Junior year, Yishu Chen 
’19 broke her ankle and needed 
to use crutches. For a month in 
Winter Term, the Public Safety 
Department helped Chen get 
around campus by giving her 
rides, as the ice and snow made 
Chen’s walk between classes 
difficult and even dangerous. 

“Honestly it’s really tiring 
even just traveling from [Samuel 
Phillips Hall] to [George Wash-
ington Hall] and it’s so easy to 
get injured while travelling on 
crutches. It’s easier to slip in 
snow; your crutches get stuck 
in a lot of weird places, and then 
you trip. And it’s obviously bet-
ter to have a person always go-
ing around with you, but every-
body’s busy and I wouldn’t want 
to give anyone that much trou-
ble,” said Chen in an interview 
with The Phillipian.

Gardner Gendron ’17 sus-
tained a broken foot in August 
2016, before school started, 
and had to use a KneeRover 
knee scooter to get around on 
his arrival on campus. He was 
eventually upgraded to an elec-
tric scooter after he broke his 
other foot falling while using 
his crutches in front of Paresky 
Commons.

On his experience with An-
dover’s accessibility measures, 

he said, “I think it was pretty 
easy, I mean the school’s awe-
some. Basically every single 
building you have classes in, 
really every single building ex-
cept for maybe your dorm, has 
elevators.”

In terms of getting around 
campus, Gendron said that it 
wasn’t easy, but that teachers 
and faculty were very under-
standing. He cited the removal 
of his Work Duty responsibili-
ties, which had required him to 
deliver mail from George Wash-
ington Hall all the way to the 
Athletic Office, and the extra 
five to 10 minutes he was allot-
ted to get between his classes.

“Overall, the school does a 
great job. I’m guessing eleva-
tors in every single class build-
ing can’t be cheap, but they do a 
great job to help out every sin-
gle person,” he said.

The Architectural Access 
Board (AAB), an office in the 
Massachusetts Office of Pub-
lic Safety, enacts and enforces 
rules that make public buildings 
accessible and safe for people 
with disabilities.

Elizabeth Davis, Associate 
Director of Facilities and Cap-
ital Projects, said in an email 
to The Phillipian, “While the 
school does meet all legal re-
quirements for accessibility, 
the simple fact that the campus 
comprises over 500 acres and 
is in general a large, sprawling, 
and historic campus means that 
some areas may not be ‘wheel-
chair friendly.’ ”

“It has been our policy that 
when a new building is con-
structed or an older building or 
site feature is updated, acces-
sibility concerns are addressed 
and wheelchair access is pro-
vided. We strive to improve 
campus accessibility with each 
major project we undertake,” 
continued Davis. 

Although Paresky Commons, 

Morse Hall, and many other 
buildings have elevators within 
their interiors, small steps and 
stairs often pose a challenge to 
those who have impaired walk-
ing. Most of the buildings on 
campus are also raised above 
ground level. 

Nell Fitts ’18 said, “It’s ironic 
that [Samuel Phillips Hall], our 
most iconic building on campus, 
is not wheelchair accessible. 
Graves is also not wheelchair 
accessible, which is kind of a 
bummer. I mean, even though 
we don’t have any students that 
I know of who need wheelchair 
access, it still kind of bums me 
out.”

Jennie Guo ’19 said, “I defi-
nitely think that some parts 
of the campus are accessible. 
Other parts, not so much. For 
example, Morse has stairs on 
either side of the entrances. Of 
course you can enter through 
CAMD, but that’s also kind of a 
hassle and often times, the door 
is locked, so you can’t really get 
inside… I think if you wanted to 
get around in a wheelchair you 
certainly could, but it’s just a 
hassle.”

The two museums on cam-
pus, the Addison Gallery of 
American Art and the Robert 
S. Peabody Museum of Arche-
ology, were both designed with 
handicap entrances, which ca-
ter to people with wheelchairs 
and the elderly. With wheel-
chair-accessible galleries, the 
security officers at the Addison 
work each day to maintain safe-
ty for the visitors.

Robert Russell, Addison Se-
curity Officer, said, “I would 
have to say probably almost 
everyday we have one or two 
wheelchairs and sometimes we 
have senior groups coming in 
from… different other areas… 
and we’ll come forward, push 
the button, and bring them up in 
the elevator… [it] holds about 13 
people and it makes it easy for 
them.”

“Whether they be handi-
capped, even special needs, 
anybody that needs help, we’re 
always going to help them out 
in any way we possibly can to 
make them feel comfortable, 
because we offer a good, healthy 
time here… We do anything that 
we can and we just want them 
to be comfortable so that they 
can come back again and visit 
us,” said Russell.

According to Davis, a proj-
ect examining the entire Ando-
ver campus is planned for next 
year. Davis says the results of 
the project may improve wheel-
chair accessibility at the school, 
so that Andover’s accessibility 
for those with physical handi-
caps can go beyond the legal re-
quirements. 

CHRISTINA CHO

K.YOUNG/THE PHILLIPIAN
The Addison Gallery of American Art was designed with handicap side 
entrances.
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Experience college while  
you’re still in high school!

summer college
FOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS

SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY

JULY 3 – AUGUST 11, 2017
Credit and Noncredit Precollege  
Programs for 2–6 weeks

summercollege.syr.edu

  Explore your interests and college majors
  Build your resume/portfolio
  Experience college life firsthand

For a list of programs, visit:

ACE Hackathon Takes On 
Issues Of 

Energy and Resource Waste 
at Andover

M.CALLAHAN/THE PHILLIPIAN

Saniya Singh ’18 and Vish Dhar ’19 work on their projects in OWHL Nest.

M.CALLAHAN/THE PHILLIPIAN

Alex El Adl ’19 does wiring for his Hackathon project.

M.CALLAHAN/THE PHILLIPIAN
The Hackathon lasted 24 hours and was held in the Oliver Wendell Holmes 
Library.

Michael Barker, Director 
of Academy Research, Infor-
mation, and Library Services, 
encouraged Andover students 
to broaden their horizons and 
think creatively. 

“What I hope is that it gives 
students a chance, no matter 
how scientific they are or how 
much that they identify as a sci-
ence student, to come down and 
explore an increasingly press-
ing challenge in the world and 

the world [their] generation 
will inherit. What better way 
[than the hackathon] to take the 
creativity and ideas of Andover 
students and put that energy to-
ward solving problems related 
to sustainability,” said Barker. 

“It was totally fun. I’d rec-
ommend it for anyone who has 
not done it. If you think that you 
aren’t a science person, this is 
not about science. This is about 
having ideas and communicat-
ing with people,” said Olney.

Continued  from A1, Column 2
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Students React to Trump’s First 100 Days

President Donald Trump’s presidential administration has officially been in the White House for 100 
days, as of last Friday. The first 100 days is a benchmark used to indicate a successful start to a presiden-
cy. During this time period, Trump signed 29 bills into law, 11 of which overturned previous Obama-era 
orders, and appointed Neil Gorsuch to the Supreme Court. Trump also attempted to repeal and replace 
the Affordable Care Act with the American Health Care Act, but the legislation failed in the House of 
Representatives.

I think Trump’s first 100 days have been all over the 
place, which is understandable for a man of so little 
political experience. However, I feel that with more 
time in the White House we can expect some more con-
sistency as he continues to learn about Washington and 
solidifies his inner circle.

I think that Trump’s first 100 days in office have been both a success and a failure. His 
focus on anti-immigration policies have been making progress; however, I personally feel 
as though there are more important problems our country could be dealing with, such as 
economic policies and international affairs. Although the majority of the House and the Sen-
ate are Republicans, he has also been unable to fulfill his pledge to repeal the ACA and has 
already signed 24 executive orders. I respect his views, but I think he is failing to implement 
them in these areas. However, his presidency has caused confidence among investors, as it 
made the Standard & Poor’s 500 to hit an all time high earlier this year. 

I am a black Muslim and Trump 
doesn’t represent me because he 
made several racist and Islamopho-
bic remarks that directly targeted my 
identity.

The first one hundred days have obviously had many 
pros and cons for both sides of the aisle. President 
Trump’s failure to propose a satisfactory ObamaCare 
replacement solution was probably my greatest disap-
pointment.

Under President Trump, the power of the Presidency has expanded. Much of the 
legislation that has gone into effect during the Trump administration has been in the 
form of executive orders, rather than going through Congress. Additionally, during 
the confirmation of Neil Gorsuch for Supreme Court Justice, the Senate implemented 
the ‘nuclear option,’ turning the 60 vote minimum requirement into a simply majority 
requirement. The Senate is supposed to be deliberative and make compromises, not 
make decisions by the barest of majorities.

These past 100 days have shown me that Donald Trump is no departure from the 
governance of the executive over the history of this county, this being the expan-
sion of power and prominence of the position of the presidency.  The major dif-
ference is that Donald J. Trump seems to be much more vocal about his intentions 
than other individuals have been thanks to his use of newer mediums of commu-
nication such as Twitter.  I can only hope that this exposure of the types of powers 
that the executive has amassed over the past almost 220 years under the Constitu-
tion will deter individuals from encouraging executive power to shape the world 
and instead rely upon what societies are built off of, individuals and work with in 
one’s community to make it the place in which they want to be.

Students, Teachers, & 
Alumni Celebrate 
Digitalization Of 
Abbot Archives

Andover held the Abbot Ar-
chives celebration event last 
Sunday, hosted by the Abbot 
Academy Alumnae Associa-
tion with support from Paige 
Roberts, Director of Archives 
and Special Collection. Gath-
ering many Abbot Academy 
alumni, the event celebrated 
the enhanced quality of digi-
tized Abbot archives, current-
ly available on the Andover 
Archives website. 

“The importance of this 
collection and project is real-
ly both as a key part of school 
history for half the student 
body who are girls to under-
stand that there have been 
girls on this campus for almost 
200 years. It provides a rich-
ness to the school history,” 
said Roberts.

This entire organizing pro-
cess started from a misfortune 
that occurred during Ando-
ver’s celebration event of 40 
years of coeducation.

Leslie Hendrix, AA ’73, said, 
“When the school celebrated 
the 40 years of coeducation, 
there was an unfortunate ar-
ticle in the alumni magazines. 
It was poorly researched and 
fact-checked, and... derogato-
ry of Abbot.”

“We decided to really set 
the records straight. One of 
the things that we did was re-
alize that the archives were 
a mess. When they were pro-
cessed and accessible, Abbot 
can be understood better,” she 
continued.

After leading the initiative, 
the Abbot Academy Associ-
ation received a grant to hire 
Laura Carter, the major archi-
vist and organizer of the plan. 
Roberts believes that the Ab-
bot alumnae played a crucial 
role in the development of the 
Abbot Archives.

“I see my role as a sup-
port person for this. This has 
been an initiative led by Abbot 
alumnus, who said the Ab-
bot collection is somewhat in 
disarray, [have] big gaps, and 
[lacking] information. So first 
we decided we should solicit 
donations from other Abbot 
alumnus to fill in the gaps. 
Then we realized that we real-
ly have to organize the collec-
tion,” said Roberts.

Current Andover students, 
including Dani Valverde ’18 
and Carson Teitler ’18, have 
also assisted in the digitizing 
process.

“For this fall and winter, my 
work duty was cataloging Ab-
bot Academy photos of theater 
productions from 1890-1973 in 
a cataloging software called 
Omeka. These photos were 
called the ‘Draper Dramatics’ 
photos… The work that I’ve 
done is not live yet, but when 
the project is finished, anyone 
will be able to find any pho-
to they want online,” wrote 
Valverde in an email to The 
Phillipian.

Currently, the digitized 
Abbot archives are used for 
various research initiatives, 
including a project by John 
Moreland ’18 with the Com-
munity and Multicultural De-
velopment (CAMD) office.

“My CAMD Scholar project 
will explore the evolution of 
community within the music 
departments of Abbot Acade-
my and Phillips Academy. Be-
cause I am looking in depth 
into the history of both acad-
emies, access to the archives 
is vital to my research… The 
music department has not al-
ways been as diverse in its op-
portunities as it is today, so I 
am super excited to explore 
how music on campus became 
more diverse and accessible 
to the student body, more so 
resembling today’s music de-
partment,” wrote Moreland in 
an email to The Phillipian.

Faith Barnes ’74, an audi-
ence of the event, said, “[The 
event] was great. There were 
lots of fun scenes. It’s just fun 
seeing old classmates and Ab-
bot women here. It’s also nice 
to see that PA is actually pay-
ing attention to a very import-
ant part of their history.” 

Moreland wrote, “I thought 
the event was wonderful. 
[Roberts] did a wonderful job 
putting together this event. 
Even as someone who is obvi-
ously not an Abbot alum, the 
event was incredibly interest-
ing. It is truly amazing how 
much information we have at 
our disposal through online 
access to the archives.”

HARRY SHIN

COURTESY OF WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

President Trump’s aims to reform America’s immigration policies.

Write for News!
Email jramosbarosso 

or jlim

Reporting by Cameron Hui and Nacho Hidalgo

PA Behind the Scenes: 
Curating the Paresky Commons Menu

Scribbles of favorite food 
items and suggestions cram the 
whiteboard adjacent to the sor-
bet machine on the first floor of 
Paresky Commons. The white-
board is a forum for students to 
broadcast their opinions about 
the meals they eat at Paresky, 
which are then presented to the 
various suppliers of Andover’s 
food.

“The food utilized in Paresky 
Commons comes from a num-
ber of different suppliers. In a 
number of cases, they are from 
local producers or purveyors, 
e.g., bread from the Fantini Bak-
ery in Haverhill, [Mass.], milk 
from High Lawn Farms in Lee, 
[Mass.], bagels from Perfecto’s 
Café in Andover, [Mass.], and 
seafood from North Coast Sea-
food in Boston, [Mass.],” wrote 
Michael Giampa, Food Service 
Director at Paresky Commons, 
in an email to The Phillipian.

“In some cases, like produce 
or groceries, one purveyor is 
supplying food that is sourced 
from a number of different geo-
graphical locations depending 
on availability, time of year, etc.,” 
Giampa continued.

All of the items are then deliv-
ered by truck. Procurement ser-
vices focus on placing orders of 
combined items in order to min-
imize the amount of truck deliv-
eries to campus. The efficiency 

of transport allow for the menu 
at Paresky to be diverse.

Agatha Kip, Nutritionist and 
Registered Dietician, said, “Pro-
viding our community with 
great-tasting, nutrient-dense 
foods is the foundation of our 
dining program. Our program 
is developed and constantly up-
dated with countless hours of 
careful and deliberate menu en-
gineering. Our Paresky team and 
I collaborate behind the scenes 
to produce what we serve every 
day all year.”

Paresky incorporates student 
and faculty feedback through 
a whiteboard located near the 
stir fry station. Popular meals 
include salmon, spaghetti and 
meatballs, tandoori chicken, and 
pepperoni and cheese pizza, ac-
cording to Giampa.

“I definitely think [the staff 
is] receptive, especially because 
they have that board in the bot-
tom floor of [Paresky] Commons 
to write down suggestions. Ms. 
Kip is really open to sugges-
tions… I once suggested mint 
tea, and there is now mint tea in 
[Paresky] Commons,” said Olivia 
Lai ’20.

Floyd Greenwood ’19 said, 
“They get a lot of feedback, I’m 
sure, and they have a lot on their 
hands. For what they have, I 
think they do a really good job.”

According to Daniel Ula-
novsky ’18, the food can become 
repetitive although the staff is 
always generous with portion 

sizes.
In an email to The Phillipian, 

Ulanovsky wrote, “I think the 
food in Paresky is delicious, but… 
it gets very boring after enough 
years at [Andover]. My favorite 
meal is the cubano sandwiches 
with baked maduros... I also love 
the lentil soup!”

In addition to the community 
input, nutrition and availability 
of the food affect the menu. Ac-
cording to Giampa, the experi-
ence of the Dining Services team 
and a set of guiding principles 
— focus on minimally processed 
foods and whole grains and re-
duced use of sugar and salt — af-
fect the development of menus.

“The health of community 
members is an important Acad-
emy initiative and Dining Ser-
vices works very closely with the 
Wellness Center and Academy’s 
nutritionist, Agatha Kip, to pro-
mote healthy dining options,” 
said Giampa.

Paresky will continue lis-
tening to suggestions from the 
Andover community for how 
the system can be improved, ac-
cording to Giampa, although it 
is sometimes difficult to imple-
ment new ideas into the system.

“We are open to suggestions 
on how this process might be im-
proved upon. However, given the 
breadth and depth of the dining 
program, it is important to rec-
ognize the need for an approach 
that is intentional and deliber-
ate,” said Giampa.

RACHEL CHANG

Nicole Cho ’19

 Molly Katarincic ’18 
Co-head of the Phillips Academy Republicans Society

Diva Harsoor ’18
Head of Democracy Project

Abdu Donka ’18
Board member of PA Democrats

Julian Colvin ’19

Preston Dial ’17



Twenty-Three Year-Old  
PG Can’t Wait to Graduate 

For the Third Time

With only a month 
left of high school, there 
are few Seniors more ex-
cited to finally graduate 
than Post-Graduate Rick 
Brown  ’15, ’16, ’17.  Brown, 
after seven years, has de-
cided that this will be his 
final of three high school 
graduations. “It’s been 
hard to make friends here 
because everyone thinks 
I’m a teaching fellow. Last 
term, I didn’t even get any 
grades because all my 
teachers assumed I was 
another teacher auditing 
the class,” Brown told re-
porters. 

“Brown is a highly 
valuable asset to the team, 
and his graduation is a 
huge loss to the school,” 
said Lacrosse Coach Da-

vid Haller. “You don’t find 
too many high-schoolers 
who play with that much 
experience. At a mere 
23, Brown is expected to 
dominate the field next 
year as a freshman in col-
lege. At press time, Brown 

was seen picking grey 
hairs out of his beard in 
preparation for his senior 
pictures.

SOPHIA GILMOUR

Presents: a Writers’ Showcase!
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Dear Reader,

 Our writers have been hard-working and good to us recently, so this 
week we decided to change things up and let them make all the executive 
creative decisions. They came up with their articles and wrote them, we 
fixed typos and added paragraphs (hey Alex, maybe stop writing everything 
on your iPhone). We’re very proud of all of them and their work; having 
been inspired by the introduction given to the declamations at the Means 
Essay All-School Meeting several weeks ago, we’ve prepared a little diddly 
preamble to each of their pieces. Please enjoy this raw, (mostly) unfiltered 
look into the brains of the lovely people who bring you your weekly dose of 
comedy. Here we go!

 Our first piece today is an incisive, timely satire by the one and only 
Alex Bernhard. “Theories Fly About How Molly Stun ’17 Got Into College” 
is a meditative piece on the intricacies of the college process that poses the 
age-old question, just how did Molly Stun ’17 get into college? Bernhard 
poignantly reflects upon the widespread misconception that we live in a 
utopic meritocracy, and he remarks how low we’ll stoop in order to fulfill 
our vapid, materialistic dreams of attending an Ivy League college. Further-
more, Bernhard denounces Andover’s culture of overachievement, and our 
frankly unrealistic desire to stand out amongst such accomplished peers.

 Our second piece is a biographical vignette about a Post-Graduate’s 
struggle to graduate. Using iambic pentameter to convey the passage of 
time, Sophia Gilmour poetically captures the maturation process all stu-
dents undergo at Andover. Rick Brown, a PG, picks the metaphorical “grey 
hairs out of his beard,” symbolizing the mental development and physical 
deterioration that students experience. One wonders if the preparatory 
school experience of Tobias Wolff ’s Old School (“We even talked like Hem-
ingway characters, though in travesty, as if to deny our discipleship,” writes 
Wolff) can still remain intact in the ever-increasingly hyperactive post-In-
ternet, “alternative facts” nation in which we seem to find ourselves. 

 Rhea Chandran’s “Student 3D Prints Device that Causes Targeted 
Malfunction in All Calculators Present” is an exquisitely crafted parable, in-
spired by Gentileschi’s Self-Portrait as the Allegory of Painting, which grap-
ples with the notion of feminine beauty and its role in the artistic world. 
Chandran explores myth and oral tradition in the creation of a new origin 
story in which Jesus becomes aspiring chemist, teacher becomes student, 
and crucifix becomes calculator. Drawing heavily from both the Confucian 
and the Stoic schools of philosophical thought, Chandran’s work begs us to 
consider what determines the nature of a crime: intent, or impact? For pro-
tagonist Luther Protter ’18 (named, not insignificantly, after Martin Luther, 
founder of the Protestant Church — indeed, what is a protest?), the answer 
is all too apparent.

 Three pieces, each in conversation with the others, challenging, 
and remarkably mature. And, cynical as they may seem — particularly in 
Trump’s America — upon inspection and, of course, a little bit of active 
reading, each yields hope, like a flower blooming in the summer sunlight, 
or the first harvest of autumn. We can win the good fight, Bernhard, Gilm-
our, and Chandran posit, but we need to fight first.

Happy reading,
Connor and Charlie, Eighth Page Editors

Theories Fly About 
How Molly Stun ’17 

Got Into College
The community was 

shocked when Molly 
Stun ’17 posted she was 
going to DeMoulas Uni-
versity, one of the most 
prestigious schools in the 
country. Molly, known for 
her poor grades and lack 
of extracurriculars (ev-
eryone agrees this is an 
oddly specific reputation 
to have) will be joining 
the very selective class of 
2021.

One friend of Mol-
ly said, “Well I wouldn’t 
really call myself one of 
her friends. She’s kind of 
the worst, and she always 
smells like cabbage for 
some reason. Actually, I 
don’t know why I agreed 
to this interview in the 
first place.”

Josh Bigums ’18 spec-
ulated, “I heard her dad 
is like a trustee or some-
thing, or that he isn’t 
trustworthy. I can’t re-
member, my hearing is 
pretty bad.” Another 
source claims that the 
Dean of Admissions hit 
her with his car when she 
was little and gave her a 
spot to ensure she didn’t 
tell the police.

The community took 
such an interest because 

Molly has been dubbed 
“Most Likely to be Avoid-
ed” for the past three 
years in a row, despite not 
being eligible for a Se-
nior superlative the first 
few times. Many people 
knew her only for her lack 
of caring and her go-to 
catchphrase, “Everything 
just always seems to work 
out for me.”

Sonya Jar ’17 said, 
“I saw her going to her 
interview wearing her 
roommate’s Drumline 
jacket, and if there’s one 
thing everyone knows 
would impress colleges, 
it’s Drumline.”

Sources confirmed 
this but also noted that 

she could have wowed her 
interviewer by tucking 
her pants into her socks.

Molly did have one 
thing going for her: she 
managed to get a record 13 
kids in her dorm on pro-
bation because the Dean 
of Students promised, “It 
will look good when you 
are a Senior.” 

The final theory —  and 
the one the majority of the 
school agreed on, includ-
ing her college counselor 
who had actually already 
shredded her file — is that 
she must be really loaded, 
or, you know, the Drum-
line thing. 

ALEX BERNHARD

“I don’t know how she could have done it,” said one 
student.

Student 3D Prints  
Device That Causes  

Targeted Malfunction in 
All Calculators Present

Saying that it was the 
only thing he could have 
done at the time, Luther 
Protter ’18, now in custody 
with PAPS, allegedly cre-
ated a device that has the 
capacity to disable all TI-
84 calculators within a 100 
foot radius. Sources con-
firm that the device was 3D 
printed in the Makerspace 
just days earlier. 

“Protter had been 
working on a really big 
project for a while, but 
he wouldn’t tell any of us 
what it was about,” ex-
plained Protter’s close 
friend, Laney Havershire 
’18, another Makerspace 
aficionado.

“I honestly just thought 
that he was working on his 
robot for the upcoming 
competition,” continued 
Havershire. Protter sup-
posedly returned to his 
dorm with a strange plastic 
device in hand the night 
before the Chemistry AP 
exam.

“He did have one of his 
Makerspace creations with 
him when he signed in that 
night, but nothing seemed 
off about his character,” 
said house counselor, ex-
plaining that Protter’s 
mannerisms were normal 
that night.

 The next morning, 
around 50 students report-
ed to McKeen Hall at 8:00 
a.m. for the AP.

“Everything was 
fine until I heard this 
high pitched sound, and 
smelled burning plastic. I 
looked down, and my cal-
culator had stopped work-
ing,” explains Mary Silkey 
’17. Multiple students re-
ported that a mass panic 
gradually ensued in the 
room after this sound was 
emitted, seemingly from 
near Protter’s seat. 

“At first, people were 
just whispering to their 
neighbors, but then ev-
eryone realized that they 
had the same problem. 
People started screaming 
and some threw their cal-

culators at the wall to see 
if that would make them 
work,” said Silkey.

Protter allegedly sat 
in the corner and franti-
cally rushed through his 
free response section as 
the others panicked. “We 
figured out that it was Lu-
ther because he was the 
only one still working. 
The proctors had to form 
a human shield around 
him so he wouldn’t get at-
tacked,” Silkey explained. 

At press time, Protter 
was crying in his PAPS 
cell and was begging for 
forgiveness from all the 
cluster deans and Officer 
Wendy.

RHEA CHANDRAN

See you later, calculator. 

Seven more years! Seven more years! 
Courtesy of PixBay.

— We made the switch back to a six column layout. Whoa, crazy! Pretty wild, huh? We’re 
nuts! What’s with us?

— We’re launching a Kickstarter for the world’s first pentagonal beach towel. Donate to 
help us reach some great stretch goals and realize our dreams!

— Charlie has come to terms with his stress eating problem. No changes to his lifestyle 
will be made.

— Psst. Connor just walked out of the Newsroom to get something from the Den. Listen 
to me while he’s gone: he’s not pulling his weight, I need help. Okay, shoot, he’s coming 
back now. Just act like I didn’t say anything.

— LCD Soundsystem is performing on SNL this weekend. Charlie’s going to cry. 

— This week on BowieWatch: We’re listening to the Berlin Trilogy. Tweet at us
(@PhillipianEight) and we can listen to it together. 

— Psst. Charlie just went to the bathroom. Listen to me while he’s gone: he read David 
Bowie’s Wikipedia page once, and now he thinks he’s some sort of Bowie aficionado. He’s 
not.

What's New in Eighth Pageville!
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Andover Boys Tennis Earns Two Straight Wins

Captain and first seed An-
upreeth Coramutla ’17 slammed 
an overhead volley into the 
back corner to secure Ando-
ver Boys Tennis’ match against 
Phillips Exeter Academy 6-1 on 
Wednesday. Coupled with a 4-0 
win against St. Paul’s on Mon-
day, the team’s overall season 
score now stands at 5-2.

The team competed against 
St. Paul’s with swift and routine 
wins across the board, accord-
ing to Coramutla. Both the sec-
ond seeded doubles pair, Will 
Way ’17 and Nash Johnson ’20, 
and third seeded doubles pair, 
Tyler Shen ’17 and Sean Kralik 
’19, defeated their opponents 
8-1.

Additionally, Coramutla got 
off to a strong start and cruised 
to an easy finish with a tally of 
6-1,  6-0. Second seed Chase 
Denholm ’18 beat his opponent 
6-0, 6-0 and fifth seed Johnson 
defeated his opponent 6-1, 6-1. 
Because of the late start and in-
consistent weather conditions, 
Andover decided to call the 
game when the team won the 
majority of the points.

Coramutla said, “Now that 
we’re hitting the middle of the 
season, the team is playing each 
match at a high level. Chase is 
dominating from the baseline 
using his groundstrokes, Will is 
using his net game and big serve 
to close out points, Nash is us-
ing his slice and great place-
ment to out hit his opponent, 
Hayden [Gura ’20] is using his 
net game, and Tyler is using his 
heavy forehand to outplay his 

opponents. I feel really confi-
dent going into the final stretch 
of our season.”

Shen added, “I think our 
team is starting to settle into a 
groove on the court, and that 
really showed against St. Paul’s. 
In the end, we just simply out 
rallied them with solid wins 
across the board. I think the 
team did a great job of stay-
ing focused in difficult weath-
er conditions and closing the 
match out before the rain could 
interfere.”

Battling strong winds 
and difficult weather condi-
tions against Exeter, the team 
showed strong sportsmanship 
and mental toughness, accord-
ing to Kralik. Andover secured 
the doubles point with 8-4 wins 
from both first seeded doubles 
pair, Denholm and Coramut-
la, and second seeded doubles 
pair, Way and Johnson.

Kralik said, “We were all 
very focused and worked on 
the areas that we needed to im-
prove, with specific techniques 
or strategies for each player. 
We were really excited to final-
ly be able to play a home match 
and we appreciate all the fans 
that showed up.”

In the singles matches, Co-
ramutla defeated his opponent 
6-3, 6-4. In a tight three set 
match, third seed Way beat his 
opponent 6-3, 4-6, 10-8. Gura 
won his match 7-5, 6-2, while 
Johnson and Shen won their 
matches 6-4, 6-3, and 6-0, 6-0, 
respectively. 

Andover looks to continue 
its winning streak against Rox-
bury Latin on Friday.

Coramutla said, “Beating Ex-
eter definitely gives the team 
more confidence going into the 
end of the season. I like the way 
everyone is playing and I know 
the level of tennis will keep get-
ting better as the season pro-
gresses. We are definitely ready 
for New Englands and I like our 
chances.”

KATHERINE HU

Girls Secure Sixth Sweep of the Season

Allowing only a mere ten 
points scored by the opposi-
tion, Andover Girls Tennis beat 
BB&N 9-0 in a commanding 
victory this past Monday, add-
ing yet another clean sweep to 
its undefeated record.

Describing the team’s match 
against BB&N, fourth seed 
Katherine Hu ’19 said, “We all 
had great ground strokes, vol-
leys and serves. We knew when 
to apply power into our shots 
and place the balls carefully in 
others. We were all perfectly 
conditioned and the team radi-
ated of positive energy. Overall 
we just played really well.”

Third seed Amy Ji ’18 added 
“Our team [was] stronger than 
[the other] team[s]. We would 
cheer for each other from our 
courts and when we finished, 
we would go around [and] 
cheer on our teammates [even 
more].”

Andover dominated Phillips 
Exeter Academy and Middlesex 
9-0 on Saturday and Wednes-
day, respectively, setting this 
season’s sweep count at six. 
The three wins from this week 
bring Andover’s record to 6-0.

First seed and Co-Captain 
Reagan Posorske ’17 and sec-
ond seed Dariya Zhumashova 
’17 proved to be an unstoppable 
combination as they secured 
both of their first doubles 
matchups against BB&N and 
Exeter 8-4, as well as defeating 
Middlesex with a final score of 
8-2. 

Third doubles players Lau-
ren Lee ’18 and Hannah Chen 
’20 also clinched a narrow 8-6 
victory over Exeter. According 
to Lee, the duo optimized their 
communication and strength to 
defeat their opponents.

Lee said, “Hannah and I 
communicated really effective-
ly with each other throughout 
the match, which I think was a 
major reason behind our win. 
We stayed patient at times, yet 
also pushed each other to put 
away the ball with our volleys. 
I couldn’t be happier for such 
a well fought win to begin our 
time as doubles partners.”

Fifth seed and Co-Captain 
Sewon Park ’17 teamed up with 
her second doubles partner, 
Charlotte Welch ’18, to win all 

three of their games against Ex-
eter, BB&N and Middlesex with 
respective tallies of 8-4, 8-1 and 
8-1.

Mirroring its performance in 
the doubles matches, Andover 
also convincingly broke down 
its opponents in its singles 
matches, only allowing a maxi-
mum of three points per set.

Hu said, “Everybody was 
playing really well on the sin-
gles court. Half of tennis is the 
mental game and each of my 
teammates was able to keep a 

calm and focused mindset.” 
Ji displayed continued suc-

cess in her respective matches, 
sweeping 6-0 in both of her sets 
against BB&N and securing two 
more victories against Exeter 
and Middlesex with respective 
scores of 6-2, 6-2 and 6-2, 6-0.

Andover will fight to main-
tain its perfect record against 
Milton this Wednesday. 

Hu said, “We’re going to 
train really hard for the next 
week in anticipation for that 
match because we know Milton 

is a really talented school.” 
Ji added, “Since we will be 

playing Milton, who is our big-
gest rival, next Wednesday, pol-
ishing our strategies was really 
important. Our cooperation 
has improved so much since 
the beginning of the season… 
Hopefully we can use what 
we worked on against Milton 
next.”

Editor’s Note: Lauren Lee is 
an Arts & Leisure Editor for The 
Phillipian.

ANDY KIM

GIRLSTENNIS
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Second seed Chase Denholm ’18 beat his St. Paul’s opponent 6-0, 6-0.

K.WANG/THE PHILLIPIAN
Dariya Zhumashova ’17 and Co-Captain Reagan Posorske ’17 won their doubles match 8-4 against BB&N, 8-4 against Exeter, and 8-2 against Middlesex.

Andover

Middlesex

9

0



B2 SportS T h e  P h i l l i p i a n May 5, 2017

BOYS VOLLEYBALL TEAM FEATURE

Athlete of the Week: Jakob Beckwith ’17 
Pushes Team Through Strong Work Ethic

Standing at six feet two 
inches, four-year Senior Ja-
kob Beckwith ’17 has played 
an integral role on Andover 
Boys Volleyball this season, 
according to his teammates. 
After joining the team during 
his Junior year without any 
prior involvement in the sport, 
Beckwith’s strong work ethic 
has contributed to his develop-
ment and shaped him into one 
of the team’s current starting 
players.

Richard Zhong ’17 wrote in 
an email to The Phillipian, “Ja-
kob has been an integral team-
mate and is the team’s greatest 
weapon when it comes to div-
ing for balls.”

“Jakob has by far the most 
injuries out of every player, 
which reflects his dedication 
to the team surpassing his 
care for his own health. He is, 
and will always be, one of our 
greatest assets,” continued 

Zhong.
Head Coach Clyfe Beckwith 

wrote in an email to The Phil-
lipian, “Jakob is certainly de-
serving of an accolade for his 
play, his effort on the court, 
throwing his body left, right, 
and especially to the floor with 
reckless abandon in defense 
mode.”

Because of his admirable 
dedication to his sport, and his 
reliable capability to move to 
the ball, Jakob Beckwith has 
earned the title of The Phillipi-
an’s Athlete of the Week.

 
What was your volleyball 

experience before coming to 
Andover?

Zero. Other than the fact 
that I had been to a couple of 
games with my dad and that 
his team would come over for 
dinner sometimes after their 
games. My dad played vol-
leyball at Dartmouth and has 
coached the team here my en-
tire life. I remember there al-
ways being a really fun team 

atmosphere even though I was 
scared because I was so much 
younger than the players.

How would you describe 
your experience on Boys 
Varsity Volleyball?

Over the years it has changed 
dramatically. This year, the 
team is way more cohesive 
and has much better chemis-
try than it has had in past years 
— I’m not really sure why. My 
first year on the team, as a 
Lower, it was kind of intimi-
dating because the team was 
full of very loud Seniors, to say 
the least. It wasn’t the most in-
clusive team environment, but 
everyone was still really nice. 
Last year was the season that 
I was really able to stand out, 
as so many of the seniors from 
the previous year graduated. I 
really started to get used to the 
style of play and the faster Var-
sity game play. Freshman year, 
I played JV and it was a blast.

 
What position do you 

play?

I play middle hitter specifi-
cally, so I stand in the middle 
of the court closest to the net.

What goals do you have for 
the season?

As a member of the team, 
I really want to win the tour-
nament and beat Exeter, espe-
cially because they are an awe-
some team that happens to be 
most similar to us stylistically. 
Because of our chemistry, the 
team should be doing really 
well this season, but our re-
cord doesn’t really show it. I’m 
not really sure what’s going 
wrong, but I hope we can fix it 
before the end of the season.

 
What are some things you 

like to do besides volleyball?
I like to watch a lot of movies 

— I’m a moviebuff. I also love 
hanging out with my friends. I 
like to play soccer a bit on the 
side too, since I gave up play-
ing on the team a few years ago 
to try other things.

SUZANNE KALKSTEIN

Evan Park ’18 Enters 
Second Year as Captain

Although Co-Captain Evan 
Park ’18 has only played volley-
ball for three years, his athleti-
cism has led him to the title of 
two-year captain.

Throughout his time on the 
volleyball team, Park has bonded 
with his teammates, describing 
them as his family. According to 
Park, the team nicknames help 
generate chemistry on the court. 

“The volleyball team has be-
come my family; Isaac “Black-
burn” Johnson ’18 is like my 
brother, Ben ‘Hot Cross Buns’ 
Meyer’s ’18 is like my second 
cousin, and Neil ‘Neeeiiiillll’ 
Simpson ’19 is like my father… I 
think our whimsical use of nick-
names separates us from any oth-
er team on campus,” wrote Park 
in an email to The Phillipian.

Park demonstrates his lead-
ership skills through his inter-
actions between both seasoned 
veterans of the team and new-
comers, making sure they find 
a comfortable spot in their new 
family. 

Simpson, a new setter on the 
team, said, “Evan made it really 
easy for me to join the team this 
year. As a fellow setter, he was 
happy to show me the ropes early 
on.” 

Park and his fellow co-cap-
tain, Austin Tuan ’17 have served 
in this leadership position for the 
past two years. Due to this long-
term partnership, the pair are 
able to work together flawlessly, 
according to Simpson.

“Austin and Evan compliment 
each other within the context of 
our team,” said Simpson. “Evan 
never fails to lighten the mood 
during practices and games, yet 
he knows where to draw the line 
and recognizes when we need to 
focus in.” 

According to Blackburn-John-
son, Park leads his teammates 
by reinforcing a positive mental 
state for the team. 

“Ev, as we refer to him play-
fully, has inspired me in a lot of 
ways. When I’m just too tired to 
continue, Ev will lean over and 
whisper things like ‘We’re gonna 

get through this no matter what,’ 
or ‘You know this game won’t 
change how I feel about you, or 
what we have. It’s bigger than 
that.’ He’s just that kind of guy,” 
said Blackburn-Johnson

One of Park’s greatest 
strengths is his quantity of vol-
leyball knowledge, which he is 
able to use to strategically guide 
his team, according to his team-
mates.

“Evan’s style of leading is very 
quiet and composed, but he com-
mands a serious level of respect,” 
said Blackburn-Johnson. “He 
doesn’t speak very often during 
games, but when he does, he just 
spews strategy and demonstrated 
his well-honed, inhuman volley-
ball IQ.” 

According to Park, he wants 
to achieve valuable playing time 
for his whole volleyball family, 
allowing them the ability to forti-
fy the team chemistry in a couple 
years. 

“My goal this season is to dom-
inate teams early on in games so 
we can get some of our bench 
players quality playing time,” said 
Park.

Andover Boys Volleyball has 
five games left in their season.

Co-Captain Features

Austin Tuan ’17 Leads with Growth Mindset

Austin Tuan ’17 began play-
ing volleyball in the fourth grade 
after years of trying out a multi-
tude of sports. Now, nearly a de-
cade later, Tuan serves as one of 
the two Co-Captains of Andover 
Boys Volleyball.

Tuan said, “As a child my mom 
wanted me to try every sport, so 
I just ran through all the sports 
and volleyball was the one that 
stuck.”

Volleyball has come to play an 
important role in Tuan’s life. Ac-
cording to Tuan, being a member 
of Andover’s team has played a 
crucial role in his time spent here.

Tuan said, “I think what is re-
ally most important to me about 
our team here is the chemistry 
and the people on it and the ca-
maraderie we have. I think that’s 
what I like most about our team, 
that’s what I’m going to remem-
ber about our team, and I really 
appreciate getting to know a lot 
of the people on the team that I 
wouldn’t have gotten to other-
wise know.”

At Andover, Tuan has made 
lifelong friends in his teammates, 
who come from all playing levels 
and backgrounds.

Tuan said, “I think that be-
cause volleyball isn’t a varsity 
sport in the way that a lot of other 
sports are really well established 
as varsity sports on campus — 
like football and basketball and 
things like that — you get a mot-
ley crew of people from a lot of 
different backgrounds. Because 
of that I have met a lot of people 
I wouldn’t have met otherwise, 
so I’m really happy that I got the 
chance to do that.”

Aside from allowing him to de-
velop incredible friendships with 
his teammates, being a member 
of the team has taught Tuan the 
power that comes from learning 
from his mistakes.

Tuan said, “I think in vol-
leyball, I mean I guess it’s any 
team sport, it’s really important 
to always remember that you’re 
going to make mistakes. No one 
is going to play a perfect game, 
and so what’s really important is 

being able to come back and for-
get what happened, what went 
wrong, and still be able to play 
your best and not drag the rest of 
the team down.” 

Head Coach Clyfe Beckwith 
commends Tuan with his im-
pressive leadership and his abil-
ity to remind the team that it is 
alright to make mistakes.

Coach Beckwith said, “He 
brings his enthusiasm to the 
court; he brings his knowledge of 
the game. He brings his camara-
derie; he goes and talks to folks 
who made a mistake and lets 
them know it’s okay.”

Coach Beckwith also ac-
knowledged Tuan’s growth as 
a player and as a leader while at 
Andover.

Coach Beckwith said, “Well 
definitely as a leader he’s more of 
a role model now, he has always 
hit strongly, he’s always put a 
lot of speed on the ball when he 
hits. First of all he’s always been 
a good volleyball player, he came 
with very good fundamental 
skills, and what he has learned is 
to control his hits.”

“What he has learned is to ad-
just his jump, his hit, so that the 
ball would go in, but even more 
so than that, what has happened 
is that he plays smart. Now he 
knows that there is a block up, 
he hits it at a certain angle so that 
it hits the block and goes out,” 

continued Coach Beckwith. 
According to Tuan, his leader-
ship style is centered around 
his growth mindset and also his 
knowledge of the game.

Tuan said, “I think in practice 
I am a lot more critical of the play-
ers. I think because a lot of our 
players are still new to the sport, 
I think it’s important to always 
give them guidance. At practice 
I’ve tried to guide the younger 
players and tell them some of the 
things that I’ve learned through 
my years of playing volleyball and 
things that the coaches had told 
me before and that’s what I try to 
do day to day.” 

Newcomer Neil Simpson ’19 
greatly appreciates Tuan’s role as 
a welcoming, guiding captain. 

Simpson said, “Austin has 
been awesome bringing me onto 
the team. He definitely made it 
really easy to transition to the 
team. I was really comfortable 
right away. He’s definitely a very 
vocal leader.”

“It’s really easy to know what 
he’s expecting, to know what’s 
going through his head, and it’s 
really easy to know what you’re 
supposed to be doing on the court 
because he’ll just let you know, 
like if you make a mistake he’ll 
just tell you ‘you were supposed 
to there’ and just help you in any 
way you need,” continued Simp-
son.

ANNIE LORD

I.HURLEY/THE PHILLIPIAN

Jakob Beckwith ’17 started playing 
volleyball his Junior year.

I.HURLEY/THE PHILLIPIAN
Austin Tuan ’17 has been playing volleyball since fourth grade.

Head Coach Clyfe Beckwith
Brings Experience and Knowledge to Andover Volleyball

Since entering the Andover 
Boys Volleyball program in 1999, 
Head Coach Clyfe Beckwith has 
led his team to two Founding 
Four Tournament wins in 2007 
and 2010. First competing in 
high school, then at Dartmouth 
College, and then for a region-
al team in Zürich, Switzerland, 
Beckwith has faced a long list of 
strong opponents on the court 
himself. With his years of expe-
rience playing the game, Beck-
with possesses a special knowl-
edge of the sport which he is 
able to pass on to his players.

“I was one of the taller play-
ers on my high school’s volley-
ball team. My twin brother and I 
had a distinct advantage as a set-
ter/hitter combo; we had a lot 
of fun. At Dartmouth I learned 
about competitive training, 
playing with multiple attack and 
defense options,” said Beckwith 
in an email to The Phillipian.  

“Clyfe gets me as a person, 
before anything else. He says 

the main order of importance of 
things is your health, your fam-
ily, your academics, your team, 
and then you. Those are the five, 
in that order. So Clyfe under-
stands that volleyball’s import-
ant, and a lot of us really want 
to do well — he’ll push us to that 
success — but at the same time, 
he’s a human, and he’s empa-
thetic, and he fully understands 
that you need time to yourself,” 
said Jackson Lee ’17. 

Coach Beckwith also works 
closely with Coach Victor Svec, 
who serves as an assistant coach 
to the Andover Girls Volleyball, 
and is the head coach of Ando-
ver Boys JV Volleyball. Accord-
ing to Svec, Beckwith’s phi-
losophy is not based solely on 
technique and skill on the court, 
but also on unity and enjoyment. 

Svec said, “We work as one. 
His thoughts and my thoughts 
mesh on absolutely every as-
pect of the game. The first and 
foremost is that you should have 
fun. On top of that, you should 
play for the team and not for 

yourself. Coach Beckwith is a 
master of putting the right peo-
ple together and having them 
play for each other, not just with 
each other.”

Coach Beckwith achieves 
this by fostering an inclusive en-
vironment on and off the court, 
and welcoming newcomers 
openly. 

Sami El Solh ’18 said, “We 
have team dinners every sin-
gle week, where he cooks at his 
house, and it’s very special. It’s a 
lot of team bonding, and it’s not 
a team, but a family.” 

Coach Beckwith emphasizes 
improvement, and focuses on 
developing and training each 
and every one of his players. 

Coach Svec said, “A good 
coach has to be knowledgeable, 
has to know how to teach the 
sport and then, after teaching 
the sport, has to be able to en-
courage people people to go be-
yond what they think they can 
personally do.” 

“He’s coached volleyball for 
longer than I’ve been alive, so 

he really knows how to do the 
sport. He can see when the 
team’s tired, he knows when we 
need to cancel practice, or when 
we need to run stairs, when we 
need to pick up our game,” said 
Rawit Assamongkol ’18. 

While many coaches are 
called by their last name by their 
athletes, Beckwith does away 
with formalities, and his ath-
letes typically call him Clyfe in-
stead, giving rise to the Andover 
Volleyball motto “Clyfe is Lyfe”. 

“Clyfe has all of our utmost 
respect while still treating us as 
equals; that’s why we call him 
Clyfe,” said Ben Meyer ’18. 

Lee said, “In a lot of stu-
dent-to-faculty kind of relation-
ships, students will be in a cer-
tain place, and having a certain 
conversation, and when a facul-
ty member shows up, the tone 
changes. With Clyfe, it’s not like 
that. Clyfe is a genuine member 
of our team.”

JACOB BUEHLER

M.CALLAHAN/THE PHILLIPIAN
Evan Park ’18 plays setter.

RICK ONO

I.HURLEY/THE PHILLIPIAN

Head Coach Clyfe Beckwith played 
volleyball at Dartmouth College.
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Boys Suffer Two Losses to NMH and Exeter

Co-Captain Austin Tuan ’17 
wound up for a powerful serve 
that flew past his opponents, 
securing an ace and helping 
Andover Boys Volleyball win 

the second set of its game 25-
16 against Northfield Mount 
Hermon (NMH). Andover ulti-
mately fell to NMH 3-1 on Sat-
urday.

According to Head Coach 
Clyfe Beckwith, an overall lack 
of energy contributed to the 
team’s loss.

Beckwith said, “NMH played 
well, NMH won that game. We 
had some good play but I think 
our energy was just not there, 
could be because it was mid-
terms, could be because people 
didn’t get enough sleep, it was 
one of those scenarios where 
we had the right stuff, but we 

just didn’t carry it through 
from beginning to end.”

After trading points back and 
forth in the first set, NMH won 
25-18. In the second set, An-
dover came back strong with 
a number of powerful serves. 
However, the team was not 
able to gain momentum against 
NMH after tying the game 1-1, 
and gave up a second set, drop-
ping the score to 1-2. Going into 
the fourth set, Andover gave up 
five points in a row. The team 
ultimately lost the last set 25-
20.

Neil Simpson ’19 said, 
“Maintaining energy is some-

thing we have struggled with 
all year. Something we need to 
work on as a team, as a whole, 
is just to bounce back after we 
make mistakes. All the times we 
make a mistake, we’ll be think-
ing about it for the next couple 
of plays and that would just set 
us back so much.”

On Wednesday, Andover was 
unable to take a set off of Phil-
lips Exeter Academy, falling to 
it 3-0.

The team fell 25-12 in the 
first set of the game, 25-17 in 
the second set and 25-19 in the 
third set. A contributing fac-
tor to the team’s loss was its 

inability to consistently serve, 
according to Tuan.

Tuan said, “I think the major 
factor in our loss was that we 
never allowed ourselves to get 
on a serving run that would al-
low us to come back if we were 
down, or sustain a lead against 
them. It wasn’t one instance in 
which they built up an insur-
mountable lead or anything, it’s 
just that every time they served 
they gained two or three more 
points than we did.”

Andover will face Wilbra-
ham & Monson on Saturday and 
Central Catholic next Tuesday.

ANNIE LORD

BOYSVOLLEYBALL

Three Straight Wins

In her first game back from 
a hip-flexor injury, Colby Bere 
’18 shot a ball high over the 
left-center field fence and 
swiftly rounded the bases to 
bring in two runs for Andover 
Girls Softball’s 7-5 win against 
BB&N on Saturday. Later that 
same day, Andover defeated Ta-
bor 8-5. 

Andover started out slow in 
both of its games on Saturday 
and was not able to gain mo-
mentum until later in the game, 
according to team members.

Brooke Fleming ’20 said, 
“There seemed to be no flow in 
either of the games. We didn’t 
come to play and got off to very 
slow starts. We didn’t really 
start playing until the fourth 
and fifth innings, and rallied 
back in both games to come out 

with two wins.”
Kristina Haghdan ’17 added, 

“The flow was not consistent, 
since we were losing and then 
winning. In addition to the fact 
that we were hitting some in-
nings but not others.” 

Once Andover started to con-
nect on key plays in the field 
and gain solid offensive drives 
at the plate, it was able to rally 
back and defeat both of its op-
ponents on Saturday.

Rachel Moore ’19 said, “The 
team did well getting the hits 
and making the plays that were 
needed in order for us to stay in 
the game. We came back from 
behind in both games, which 
showed our resilience. Once we 
got our momentum going every-
one was able to do their job to 
help the team.”

On Wednesday, Andover beat 
Phillips Exeter Academy 13-
6, propelling its record to 6-1. 
Andover played a strong game, 
making crucial plays in the field 
and having aggressive bats at 
the plate, according to Emma 
Slibeck ’20.

Slibeck said, “It was a great 
game, we were able to start 
strong and score, and we con-
tinued to score throughout the 
game. We were much more 
aggressive on the base paths 
which attributed to the final 
score being so high.”

Andover will face off against 
Worcester on Saturday.

LINDA BIBEAU

SOFTBALL

Boys Score 30 Runs in Doubleheader

Scoring 30 runs on 26 hits 
in two games and allowing a 
total of zero runs, Andover 
Boys Baseball swept North-
field Mount Hermon (NMH) 
in a doubleheader on Saturday, 
bringing its record to 7-2 for 
the season.

Andover secured the first 
game of the doubleheader 
with a score of 11-0. Captain 
Robby Cerulle ’17 started the 
first game on the mound with 
help from Cam Garfield ’17 
and Post-Graduate (PG) Henry 
Ennen ’17. The trio was able to 
keep NMH to just six hits and 
no runs.

PG Matt Cerfolio ’17 and 
Captain Taylor Beckett ’17 both 

landed hits all three of the three 
times they stepped up to bat, 
driving in three runs apiece.

Starting catcher Tristan 
Latham ’19 was one triple away 
from hitting for a cycle. Latham 
finished with a single, double, 
and pair of homeruns.

Andover came out strong 
from the start and never looked 
back, maintaining and building 
on its early lead throughout the 
rest of the game.

Anthony Redfern ’18 said, 
“[Head Coach Kevin Graber] 
and our coaching staff always 
stresses to score early. We were 
able to do that against NMH.”

In the second game of the 
doubleheader, Andover de-
feated NMH by an even bigger 
margin, securing a 19-0 victory. 
Redfern, Jordan Aucoin ’17, and 
Jackson Emus ’19 all pitched 
in the second game. The three 
pitchers held NMH scoreless, 
only allowing four hits in the 
dominant shutout.

Beckett had a perfect batting 
average for the second consec-
utive game, knocking in five 
RBI’s on the day. Kai Marcos 
’18, Travis Lane ’18, Cerulle, 

Cerfolio, and Latham were all 
able to manage two hits.

Marcos said, “No matter the 
score, we competed and found 
ways to get better. We com-
peted against ourselves each 
pitch, each groundball, each 
steal break, and in each at bat. 
We are looking to keep this mo-
mentum going through the rest 
of the season.”

The doubleheader added 
two league wins to Andover’s 
league record of 4-1 in the New 
England Central division.

Redfern said, “This weekend 
gave us two huge league wins 
moving forward and furthered 
the team’s confidence in our 
pitching. It’s great to have this 
kind of momentum and confi-
dence in the defensive and of-
fensive play that the team has 
right now. This is exactly what 
we needed to go into the last 
three weeks of the league play 
with, especially prior to play-
offs.”

Andover will square off 
against Groton this Friday and 
face arch-rival Phillips Exeter 
Academy in another double-
header on Saturday.

BASEBALL

CHRIS DAVIES
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Catcher Tristan Latham ’19 hit a single, double, and two homeruns in the first game of the doubleheader.
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Rachel Moore ’19 pitches for Andover Softball.

Andover Finds Success at Gould Road Race and Time Trial

After finishing the most recent 
uphill time trial at first in her di-
vision, Jessica Wang ’18 current-
ly sits undefeated at the top of 
the Girls A Division. In addition, 
Anthony Minickiello ’20 is at 
the top of Boys C, having placed 
first in the last two races.  Over 
the course of the week, Andover 
Cycling has won many divisions 
in both the race on Saturday and 
the time trial on Wednesday.

On Saturday, the team raced in 
Bethel, Maine, in a road race for-
mat along a steep 20-mile course. 
According to Head Coach Thay-
er Zaeder ’83, the weather played 
a major role in the race.

Coach Zaeder wrote in an 
email to The Phillipian, “Satur-
day’s race was unusual in that 
riders faced a very strong head-
wind... which made the pack dy-
namics different. The racing was 
very irregular... with moments of 
acceleration and then sitting up 
and backing off the pace.”

Co-Captain David Shamritsky 
’17 said, “The whole race there 
was a huge headwind. You real-
ly had to save energy as much as 
you could, and for that reason, 
none of the racers were partic-
ularly fast, just because no one 
was willing to use up too much 
energy at one given time.”

“It made me a bit nervous at 
times, because people were rac-
ing really close together to get 

as much shelter from the wind 
and someone could have gotten 
hurt, but all turned out well in 
the end,” Shamritsky continued.

Despite the extreme weather 
conditions, Andover still out-
performed its opponents. Most 
of the Girls A pack chose to 
ride slowly, and Wang was able 

to break away and beat the rest 
of her division by nearly five 
minutes, with a time of 1:22:34. 
Anneke Sherry ’17, Leah Adel-
man ’17, and Elizabeth Holubiak 
’18 had top ten finishes as well, 
placing fourth, fifth, and ninth 
respectively. In Girls C, Abigail 
Johnson ’19 performed strong-

ly in her first road race, placing 
third overall.

Describing the performance 
of other teammates, Co-Captain 
Adelman wrote in an email to 
The Phillipian, “Elizabeth did a 
fantastic job in Girls A pulling for 
her teammates so Anneke and I 
could get top five. Elizabeth was 

the MVP in my opinion because 
of how much she sacrificed to 
help her teammates.”

“We all raced well today and 
have a lot to be happy about. 
This is one of those races where 
finishing in and of itself is an ac-
complishment,” Holubiak wrote 
in an email to The Phillipian.

Describing her race strate-
gy, Wang said, “Initially, when 
I broke away and I was riding 
alone, I was so nervous because 
I knew I would have to expend 
a lot more energy riding alone 
than I would if I was riding with 
other people. It did hurt, but it all 
ended up okay.”

In the Boys A division, Sham-
ritsky and Isaac Newell ’18 had 
notably strong races, placing 
fourth and ninth, respectively. 
Minickiello also brought home 
a win for Andover, winning the 
Boys C race in the final sprint 
with a time of 1:18:03.

On Wednesday, the team par-
ticipated in a time trial in Kill-
ington, Vt. The course was short 
— only four miles, but 2.2 miles 
were extremely steep with areas 
of climbing over 1000 feet. Once 
again, the conditions were very 
windy, but Wang and Minickiello 
raced tenaciously, placing first in 
their respective divisions.

On Saturday, Andover will 
race at Deerfield.

Editor’s Note: Jessica Wang  ’18 
is a Video Editor for The Phillip-
ian.

SUZANNE KALKSTEIN

CYCLING

COURTESY OF PROCTOR CYCLING FLICKR
In his first season racing for Andover, Anthony Minickiello ’20 has won two races.
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After a grueling day of com-
petitive games, Ultimate Fris-
bee’s multiple victories at the 
Andover Invitational on Satur-
day allowed the team to leave 
the tournament in 4th place. 

The team played six games at 
the invitational and won against 
Needham 11-6, Falmouth 9-8, 
Concord Carlisle 9-8, and St. 
John’s Prep 12-5. On Saturday 
the team dropped games to 
Newton North 10-9 and Lex-
ington 13-4. On Wednesday, 
the team rematched Lexington 
and lost 15-9. The team’s record 
now stands at 7-4.

Regarding the Andover In-
vitational, Co-Captain Reuben 
Philip ’18 said, “Overall the 
team played pretty well. I was 
very impressed with the way 
we fought hard in our 5th and 
6th games of the day. Everyone 
got to play a lot and every single 
one of us got some great tour-
nament experience and learned 
how keep our bodies function-

ing for a six game tournament.”
Kion Young ’20 wrote in an 

email to The Phillipian, “I think 
that overall, the team was very 
consistent throughout the tour-
nament, and we were just fo-
cused on doing what we were 
used to doing, which kept us 
going. After losing to St. John’s 
Prep last week, we were able 
to get back at them at the in-
vitational, winning by many 
points.”

The lengthy tournament 
lasted much of Saturday, and 
the team played multiple tiring 
games over the course of the 
day. 

Describing the struggles of 
the tournament, Philip said, “I 
think the most challenging part 
was the overall fatigue. After 
the third game my legs were 
tired and it was really difficult 
to go into those last few games 
with no energy in our legs.”

In the tournament, Co-Cap-
tain James Wolfe ’17 stood out 
as a valuable and high-scoring 
player.

Brandon Barros ’17 said, 
“James Wolfe definitely stood 
out as a good performer during 
the tournament, not only as a 
player but as a leader. He had 
a ton of great plays and kept us 

all focused during the long day.”
Young continued, “Wolfe 

played extraordinarily well 
during the invitational. He laid 
out multiple times to help us 
advance up the field, and was 
consistent in moving the disc 
when the opponent was playing 
a zone defense.”

Describing the single match 
on Wednesday, Young said, 
“Lexington connected their 
passes very well and sent the 
disc deep when they saw an 
opening, which we were vul-
nerable to. They did the same 
earlier today, when we played 
them again. At one point, we 
were losing 13-2, but did not 
lose without a fight, resulting 
in the final score at 15-9.”

Chris Ward ’19 added, “We 
were happy with how we were 
making a comeback and started 
to play, but we wish we had fig-
ured out our flow and offense 
from the beginning. From to-
day’s loss, we can work on im-
proving our intensity from the 
beginning of the game so that 
we can do well at the Four Riv-
ers Tournament this weekend.”

Editor’s Note: Reuben Philip 
is a Sports Editor for The Phil-
lipian.

Andover Places Fourth Out of Ten at Andover Invitational

ULTIMATE

GIGI GLOVER

Girls Suffer Narrow Loss Despit Half Time Lead

At the end of the first half, 
Cassie Chin ’17 swooped in from 
behind a Governor’s attacker 
and knocked the ball loose with 
an effective check. Co-Captain 
Courtney Masotti ’17 capitalized 
on this play, snatching the ball 
and turning the play into a break-
away goal for Andover. However, 
despite Masotti’s effort, Andover 
went on to lose this game 11-8. 
With this close loss Andover’s 
record now stands at 3-4. 

On Wednesday against Gover-
nor’s, Andover scored first. The 
team won the first draw, and then 
capitalized on the possession. 
After the first goal, Governor’s 
fought back and scored four con-
secutive goals. With a deep defi-
cit, Andover rallied back, scoring 
five straight goals to secure the 
lead going into halftime.

Head Coach Kate Dolan wrote 
in an email to The Phillipian, “We 
had a great first possession, but 
gave up a few quick ones to Govs, 
To the girls credit, they rallied 
after falling behind 5-2 as they 
scored the next five goals and we 
played great— both offensively 
and defensively in that span of 
time.” 

Co-Captain Beth Krikorian 

’17 added, “We came back from 
being down three and scored five 
straight goals to take the lead at 
halftime. We came back because 
we played with resilience and 
energy.”

Describing the team’s defen-
sive plays, Co-Captain Jordy 
Fenton ’17 said, “Today’s game 
was definitely hard fought. We 
had a strong first half… and our 
defense came up with great 
stops.” 

Masotti said, “They really 
challenged us and pushed us 
to work incredibly hard....[We] 
were winning at halftime, which 
was due to our determination 
and persistence and overall hard 
work.”

According to Fenton, at the 
beginning of the second half, 
both teams were fatigued, caus-
ing difficulty for Andover’s of-
fense.

Fenton said, “The second 
half was difficult, both teams 
were tired, but we got caught off 
guard. It was a tough but well 
played game, and unfortunately 
we came out behind.”

Despite the loss, Andover had 
many positives to take away from 
the game, and the team hopes to 
continue to improve their game-
play.

Masotti said, “I think the at-
tack held the ball really well and 
played with poise and confi-
dence and the defense had great 
stops too, winning ground balls 

and supporting Olivia, our goal-
ie, who made plays and saves that 
definitely kept us in the game.” 

Katherine McIntire ’19 said, 
“We did a better job today of 
coming together as a team on 
offense. We have been working 
on several different plays and 
just the fundamentals of motion 
and moving effectively on dodg-

es and cuts, and I think that all 
came together nicely today.” 

Coach Dolan wrote, “We 
played hard and with heart, but 
inopportune mistakes hurt us in 
the second half.”

Andover will face off against 
Rivers on Friday and Tabor un-
der the lights on Saturday.

GIRLSLACROSSE

MIHIR GUPTA

Girls Sweep 
Boston Latin 

and 
Hingham

After sweeping Northfield 
Mount Hermon, Andover Girls 
Crew completed its second 
sweep against both Boston Lat-
in School and Hingham High 
School. Accelerated by a fast tail 
current and wind, G1, G2, and 
G3 finished with times of 5:04.51 
minutes, 5:21.3 minutes, and 
5:18.83 minutes, respectively.

“The wind really helped us. 
Usually the course would take 
closer to six minutes for the top 
boats to even complete, but to-
day it was much closer to five 
minutes,” said G1 rower Molly 
Katarincic ’18.

According to G3 rower Iris 
Zheng ’18, even if the team gets 
a miniscule lead, it focuses on 
dominating its opponents men-
tally and physically to extend 
the lead. 

“One of the things all the 
boats emphasize is that if we do 
get open water in another crew, 
we keep walking on them. We 
don’t just ease up when we’re 
ahead; our coxswains still tell 
us to make our moves at certain 
points of the race. All the boats 
challenge themselves to get as 
much open water between the 
other crew,” wrote Zheng in an 
email to The Phillipian. 

Andover’s three wins of the 
season were all on the team’s 
home course, the Merrimack 
River. 

Zheng said, “I think we all 
have a love-hate relationship 
with the Merrimack. It is always 
an advantage to race on a home 
course because you know exact-
ly where to make your moves. 
But we’ve had a lot of rough wa-
ter this season: white caps, fast 
currents, headwinds etc. But at 
the end of the day, these condi-
tions just make us more com-
petitive when we race because 
we are either prepared to row 
in rough water, or we really take 
advantage of flat water or a tail-
wind.” 

According to Zheng, the team 
prioritizes teamwork and unity. 
As the season continues to prog-
ress, it will improve on its syn-
chronization.

“[This] is something we will 
always continue to work be-
cause it’s so important that all 
eight oars go in together and 
come out together. There’s a 
big emphasis on strong finishes 
this week so that we don’t ease 
up on our recovery. We’re also 
working on squaring our blades 
earlier so that the entire boat 
has quicker catches. This allows 
for the blade to be in the water 
for longer which equals a higher 
possibility for acceleration,” said 
Zheng. 

On Saturday, Andover will 
compete against St. Paul’s at 
home.

GIRLSCREW

Andover
 Invitational    
 Tournament

vs. Lexington
4-13 loss

vs. Needham
11-6 win

vs. Falmouth
9-8 win

vs. CCHS
9-8 win

vs. St. John’s Prep       
12-5 win

vs. Newton North
9-10 loss

Andover

Lexington

9
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Bri Fadden ’17 also played for Andover Girls Soccer.
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Andover Track & Field
Check out results from Andover’s meet against St. Paul’s, Phillips Exeter 

Academy, and Governor’s online at www.phillipian.net

Cole DeMeulemeester ’18 pictured above.

MAX LEVI
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Girls JV2 Lacrosse played 
its season opener against Gov-
ernor’s Academy on Monday. 
The girls suffered an 8-4 loss, 
but Andover showed signif-
icant signs of progress and 
improvement according to 
Head Coach Tracy Ainsworth. 
In an email to The Phillipian, 
Ainsworth wrote, “For many 
of our players it was their first 
lacrosse game ever. During the 
halftime break we talked about 
strategies to improve and the 
importance of communication, 
and the team rallied. It was a 
strong lacrosse debut for many 

new players, but Andover ul-
timately fell to a more experi-
enced Governor’s team.” Con-
curring with her coach, Rowan 
Curley ’20 added, “I think it 
was a great learning expe-
rience and helped girls who 
had never played before get a 
sense of how the game moved 
which was beneficial and real-
ly showed in our next practice. 
With every practice we all see 
can improvement both person-
ally and working together as a 
team.”

Girls JV2 Lacrosse Boys JV Baseball

Boys JV Baseball’s season 
has been plagued by defeat, 
and the team is currently win-
less with a record of 0-5. Re-
turning player Sam Green ’19 
said, “It hasn’t been the start 
to the season that we hoped 
for, but over these first few 
games we’ve definitely come a 
long way. Everyone has worked 
hard in practice and improved 
a lot, so we just have to keep 

getting better and that will 
eventually turn into wins.” 
Kristian Menes ’19 added, “Our 
coaches have been pushing us 
to work harder in practice. By 
giving our best effort we have 
improved as hitters, fielders, 
and teammates. This team has 
really started to become a fam-
ily.”

Andover Places Fourth Out of Eight Teams At Invitational

Placing third best overall 
in the annual Andover Invita-
tional, Captain Alexa Tsay ’17 
knocked a 170-yard approach 
shot within six inches of the 
hole and finished with a tap-
in birdie. Behind Tsay’s strong 
performance, Andover Golf se-
cured fourth place overall in 
the annual Andover Invitation-
al last Saturday.

John Witt ’18, who played 
first seed at the invitational, 
and third seed Harry Choi ’19 
also contributed strong perfor-
mances with scores of 81 and 
82, respectively. However, Witt 
looks to improve on this per-
formance, particularly on the 
greens.

Witt said, “The greens are 
probably the best that we play 
all year and the rest of the 
course conditioning was also 
better than decent. However, I 
did not take advantage of the 
greens [during my match]. I 
had a few 3-putts and I missed 
a few 5-footers.”

The Andover Invitation-
al took place at the historic 
Newport National Golf Club in 
Rhode Island. Despite the cold 
and wet conditions, the man-
icured course proved to be an 
advantage for Andover.

Fifth seed Alexander Cleve-
land ’18 said, “The course was 
immaculate. The greens were 
in perfect shape, perfect condi-
tion, pro style. They had thick 
roughs besides the fairways, 
good sand in the bunkers, [and] 
the fairways were very well-
kept.”

Tsay said, “[The] course is 
pristine. It’s probably one of 
the nicest courses we play ev-
ery year. The greens were roll-
ing really well as always.”

The invitational includ-
ed seven other teams: Tabor, 
Taft, Loomis Chaffee, Hotch-
kiss, Salisbury, Deerfield, and 
arch-rival Phillips Exeter 
Academy. Taft and Loomis tied 
for first place with 306 points 
apiece, Exeter came in at a 
close third with 310 points. An-
dover tied for fourth place with 
Deerfield, scoring 324 points.

Despite it being her first 
match back from a back injury, 
Tsay led the way for Andover, 
shooting a team-low 75. She fin-
ished with the third best score 
among the 40 competitors.

Tsay said, “I was pretty 
content with my performance. 
Overall, it was a pretty good 
day.”

“I had two days to practice, 
and then I played this round, 
so I’ve just been recovering for 
a while, but it was nice to get 
back out there, and score the 
[three-over],” continued Tsay.

Head Coach Brian Faulk 
’00 said, “[Tsay] played one of 
her finest rounds at Andover, 
shooting a 75 in windy and wet 
conditions.”

Cleveland said, “[Tsay] had 
been out for the majority of the 
season, so for her to come out 
cold like that and shoot a 75 is 
very impressive.”

With its yearly invitational 
in the books, Andover will look 
to improve on its 2-1 record this 
Friday when the team squares 
off against Dexter Southfield.

GOLF

ELIOT MIN

Second Consecutive Sweep for Boys

With all four boats finish-
ing first, Andover Boys Crew 
displayed its dominance in 
the water this past Saturday 
against Hingham High School 
and Boston Latin School.

Andover began with a victo-
ry in the B1 race, finishing in a 
time of 4:38.32 minutes, lead-
ing Hingham’s finish of 4:43.15 
minutes and Boston Latin’s 
time of 5:01.73 minutes.

Andover went on to win 
the B2 race with a time of 
4:48.00 minutes, finishing be-
fore Hingham’s 4:52.67 min-
utes and Boston Latin’s 4:55.09 
minutes.

B2 coxswain Logan Mc-
Lennan ’19 said, “Crossing the 
finish line lengths ahead felt 
so good. For my boat, it was a 
couple of guys’ first win, and it 
felt awesome.”

Andover was able to secure 
a victory in the B2 race primar-
ily due to an early lead, accord-
ing to B2 rower Jason Yung ’18.

Yung said, “We really 
lengthened our stroke and re-

ally put the power on at the be-
ginning so that we were able to 
push it ahead the first third or 
quarter of the race.”

“We had been doing sever-
al sprint pieces, several very 
short sprints. We had done 
some several-minute pieces as 
seat racing, which is racing two 
boats and then switching one 

guy from each boat and then 
racing them again to compare 
the speeds,” continued Yung.

Andover’s B3 boat won its 
race with a time of 4:38.67 min-
utes. Andover’s B4 rowed in 
the same race, finishing second 
with a time of 4:57.21 minutes, 
also beating out the Hingham 
and Boston Latin crews, who 

finished with times of 5:09.28 
minutes and 5:24.09 minutes, 
respectively.

In addition to finishing 10 
seconds ahead of Andover’s B2 
boat, Andover’s B3 boat rowed 
to a final time 4.48 seconds 
faster than the B1 boats of both 
Hingham and Boston Latin.

“When [the lower boats are] 

winning, the entire program’s 
winning. I know they’re very 
competitive with each other, 
and they’re giving it they’re 
all. That’s what makes the pro-
gram — it’s built from the bot-
tom up,” said B1 rower Captain 
Luke Bitler ’17.

However, Andover did not 
run perfect races and there are 
still several areas for improve-
ment, according to Bitler.

“The race was good, but it 
wasn’t where we want it to be,” 
said Bitler. “We got hit with an 
unexpected headwind at the 
start. It was tailwind all day, so 
we weren’t really expecting it, 
and we didn’t really react the 
way we wanted to.”

About Andover’s potential 
at NEIRAs, Assistant Coach 
Michael Grenier said, “I would 
say that without a doubt, we 
have a great chance with all 
three boats. It’s never given, 
but without a doubt, I would 
feel optimistic.”

Andover will host the St. 
Paul’s and Community Rowing 
Incorporated at home on Sat-
urday.

BOYSCREW

JACOB BUEHLER

Inconsistent Play Leads to Two Tough Losses
After pulling his Tabor de-

fender down, Sawyer Moody 
’19 quickly spun around him 
and ripped a one-handed shot 
around the goaltender into the 
top shelf of the net. In the end, 
however, Andover Boys La-
crosse fell to Tabor on Wednes-
day by a score of 11-8. Combined 
with a 12-5 loss against Deer-
field on Saturday, the team’s re-
cord now stands at 2-6.

Against Tabor, Andover came 

out strong in the first half to 
take an initial lead, playing 
with speed and moving the ball 
around on offense.

Sam Bird ’18 said, “In the 
first half we battled for the ball 
really well in contested ground 
balls and face-offs. For the most 
part on offense, we moved the 
ball well, and our ride held up 
well for pretty much the whole 
game.”

The team eventually lost en-
ergy on both the offensive and 
defensive side, however, allow-
ing Tabor back into the game, 
according to Kevin Milkowski 
’18.

“What really killed us in this 
game was that after we went up 
by a few goals in the first quar-
ter, we started to play down to 
their level. We didn’t play with 
the same intensity that we start-
ed the game with and that really 
hurt us,” said Milkowski.

Andover worked to remain 
composed on offense and ex-
ecute the plays that the team 
worked on during practice. 

In an email to The Phillipian, 
Captain Larson Tolo ’18 wrote, 
“We were very focused on tak-
ing what we learned from the 
past few games and practices 
and applying them to our mind-

set during the game. We have 
focused much more on our of-
fensive sets, moving the ball 
quickly to create open looks. 
That sense of urgency is the 
main thing we have been work-
ing towards, and we showed 
some glimpses of greatness in 
today’s game.” 

Despite the loss in the end, 
the team looks to improve on 
this game for the future.

Post-Graduate Nick Boozang 
’17 said, “As a team we worked 
on being more patient on of-
fense. There were moments 
where we were too patient, but 
our offense is definitely matur-
ing, and we’re not just taking the 
first shot that we’re going for. 
We know that we’re not playing 
our best when we play like that. 
Another thing we want to work 
on is just being more efficient 
with our off ball movement. We 
just want to be better off-ball 
players and back-door cutters.”

Tolo said, “On the defensive 
end, we have been focusing 
much more on our off-ball play 
and full-field awareness, which 
we struggled with against Ta-
bor, but I am confident that we 
will improve tremendously over 
the next few days.” 

For its Saturday matchup 

against Deerfield, one of Ando-
ver’s toughest competitors, the 
team came out with energy, and 
the score was tied 2-2 after a 
hard-fought first half. 

Moody said, “At first we were 
getting a lot of ground balls 
and really working hard, which 
started to fade away in the sec-
ond and third quarters when 
they started getting the balls off 
the face offs. That’s what kind 
of killed us.” 

Moving into the third quarter, 
Andover lost its momentum as 
Deerfield started getting more 
possessions off of face-offs.

Moody said, “We played re-
ally well and after the game. 
Coach came in and told us that 
we were really starting to look 
like a team. Our team offense 
was working, and our team de-
fense was stopping the ball. I 
think we improved definitely 
during that game, and we are 
going to look to implement 
those strategies and hopefully 
win out from here.” 

Andover will look to bounce 
back when it squares off against 
Loomis Chaffee on Saturday.

Editor’s Note: Larson Tolo ’18 
is a Copy Editor for The Phillip-
ian.

KATHERINE MCINTIRE

BOYSLACROSSE
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COURTESY OF ANDOVER ATHLETICS
John Witt ’18 shot an 81 at the Andover Invitational.
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Daniel Pye ’18, Jason Yung ’18, and Nick Demetroulakos ’19 pictured above.
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Liam Nestor ’20 is one of four Juniors on Andover Boys Lacrosse.
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Brett Sawka ’17 Combines 
Jazz and Classical Pieces in Senior Recital

With a light hearted, bright 
melody, Evelyn Mesler ’17 sang 
“June” by Roger Quilter to con-
clude her repertoire in her Senior 
recital. Smiling at her family and 
friends in the audience, Mesler 
sang up and down her range, con-
cluding with a resonating high 
note.

“I would say that ‘June’ was 
probably the hardest for me be-
cause it was at the end of the recit-
al, so I was pretty tired and because 
the end of the song has a lot of high 
G notes which is high for me. Get-
ting the vowel right and hitting the 
note are two big challenges for me, 
and they both coalesce in that one 
song, so I’d say that’s probably the 
hardest part of the repertoire,” said 
Mesler.

This piece was one of ten in 
Mesler’s Senior recital, in which 

she was accompanied by Rebecca 
Plummer, Adjunct Instructor in 
Music, last Sunday in the Timken 
Room in Graves Hall. Mesler’s Se-
nior recital marked the culmina-
tion of her music career at Andover.

“I’ve been taking lessons for 
four years, so we went through the 
songs that I’ve learned and per-
formed in the past and chose the 
ones that were my strongest and 
were in my range but were also 
a little bit varied. We chose a lot 
of songs by the same composer; I 
chose four by Faure. We wanted 
different languages, but we also 
wanted the same composers and 
some continuity,” said Mesler.

According to Mesler, the songs 
she performed in English were 
more challenging than the ones in 
French or German.

“I would say the most challeng-
ing part for me was the English. 
In English, you’re enunciating so 
everyone can understand exact-

ly what you’re saying versus in 
French or German they have to 
understand what it is, but I’m not 
communicating exactly to my au-
dience,” said Mesler.

Mesler sang two songs in Ger-
man, the latter being “Du bist die 
Ruh, D.776, Op. 59, No. 3” by Franz 
Schubert. A song about peace and 
release of pain, Mesler sang as 
if yearning for pleasure, starting 
every line low, gradually singing 
higher, and ending each on a slight-
ly lower note. 

“The most fun one for me was 
‘Du bist die Ruh’ which I love be-
cause I love German, and I really 
love singing in German. It’s fun to 
feel like you have control over the 
sound you’re producing especial-
ly in the beginning in the first two 
measures because it’s really quiet, 
but it’s supposed to be strongly 
quiet. That’s fun because I had the 
most control over it, and also it’s 
most of my range,” said Mesler. 

Evelyn Mesler ’17 Presents 
English, French, and German Songs in Senior Recital

ROMULUS SOTTILE

According to Evelyn Mesler ’17, the songs that she sang in English were 
more challenging than the ones she sang in French or German.
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With a slow and contempla-
tive piano introduction by Rebec-
ca Plummer, Adjunct Instructor 
in Music, Cindy Koh ’17 eased her 
bow across her viola in a low and 
hopeful harmony. Moving into 
the second movement of César 
Franck’s “Sonata in A Major,” Koh 
slashed through crescendos and 
decrescendos. Slowing to a halt, 
Plummer led Koh up into another 
high-pitched frenzy into a hurried 
conclusion. 

“For Franck, I learned it for the 
senior recital, so I started right be-
fore spring break. It’s such a won-
derful piece. It’s a violin piece, so 
it’s really hard because of the fin-
gering, and the range is higher for 
viola, and you don’t really use the 
lowest C string. I love using the C 
string, so it was a dilemma for me 
whether to play it or not, but it’s so 
pretty, so I decided to use the first 
two movements. I didn’t have time 

to learn the third and fourth, but 
I’m going to learn them,” said Koh.

This piece was one of three 
pieces performed in Koh’s senior 
recital in the Timken Room in 
Graves Hall. The recital featured 
music from the 18th and 19th cen-
turies. 

“She was on the fence about 
doing a senior recital, so I told her, 
‘You owe this to yourself. You im-
proved so much since you’ve come 
here. I know you’ve got into college, 
but you’ve got all this time where 
you don’t need to worry about col-
lege, so focus on music. This is your 
time.’,” said Holly Barnes, Instruc-
tor in Music and Director of Per-
formance and Koh’s viola teacher. 

Koh performed the first two 
movements of Joseph Hadyn’s 
“Divertimento in D Major” with 
strong and assured bow strokes. 
The first movement faded into a 
slow melody before Koh increased 
the tempo and bowing intensely 
fast. Leading an upbeat melody, 
Koh finished with two definitive, 

low bow strokes. 
“I was stuck on was [Hadyn] 

because I really don’t play that 
type of music much. I really like 
dramatic music, but this is very 
straightforward. I struggled a lot. 
I had to go over it with [Plummer] 
many times compared to my other 
pieces,” said Koh.

According to Koh, her major 
source of inspiration and motiva-
tion throughout her viola career 
at Andover has been her teacher, 
Barnes.

“It’s really hard to get motivat-
ed for your senior recital or con-
certo or whatever it is. Cindy’s a 
very passionate player, and she’s 
been on this upward trajectory in 
the music department, playing in 
the orchestra and chamber music 
and anything extra, playing for the 
trustees and all these things that I 
ask her to do and she does. I was 
really happy to see that this year 
was one of her best musically,” said 
Barnes.

Cindy Koh ’17 Performs Pieces 
From the 1700s and 1800s in Senior Recital

ROMULUS SOTTILE

According to Cindy Koh ’17, Holly Barnes, Instructor in Music and Director 
of Performance and Koh’s viola teacher, is a major source of inspiration for 
her.

COURTESY OF CINDY KOH

Passionately pounding the pi-
ano keys to produce a melodious 
arrangement of chords, Sam He 
’17 closed the night with his final 
piece, Chopin’s “Scherzo No. 2 in 
B-flat minor,” in his senior recital. 
As the notes became more rapid 
and loud, his fingers danced from 
one end of the keys to the other, 
ending with a flourish.

“I think my favorite piece is 
Chopin’s ‘Scherzo.’ I have a friend 
who really enjoys Chopin, so that 
goes out to him. It’s probably one 
of the most challenging pieces I’ve 
played. It is repetitive, but there is a 
lot of focus required to play a lot of 
the more technically-challenging 
parts,” said He.

This past Sunday, He per-
formed his solo piano recital in the 
Timken Room at Graves Hall as a 

culmination of his musical career 
at Andover.

“I actually haven’t performed 
at Andover until this year... This is 
probably one of the most exciting 
things of my Senior year. It’s Senior 
spring, I’ve got AP’s ahead of me, 
but now this is something I get to 
knock off my Senior spring bucket 
list,” said He.

He opened his concert with 
Beethoven’s “Tempest.” The first 
two of three movements were 
characterized with long, smooth 
notes followed by staccato chords. 
This varying tempo contrasted 
from the last movement, where 
rapid, dancing notes dominated 
the performance.

“Most of these pieces I’ve been 
playing since [ninth grade], and my 
teacher wanted me to play pieces 
I’m pretty good at already or that 
I’ve played before, so my repertoire 

was pretty straightforward,” said 
He.

He followed his performance 
with Rachmaninoff’s “Prelude 
in C-sharp minor, Op. 3, No. 2” 
and “Prelude in G minor, Op. 23, 
No. 5.” Rachmaninoff’s “Prelude 
in C-sharp minor” followed a 
crescendo, starting off slow and 
heavy before climaxing in a se-
ries of thunderous, ominous notes 
and ending with a silent chord. 
Rachmaninoff’s “Prelude in G mi-
nor” was just the opposite — the 
piece started with loud, melodious 
chords before diminishing into 
gentle, small sounds and coming 
back into resounding noise.

“I’ve never played [Rachmani-
noff ] before. The other three piec-
es I have, so that was different. Also, 
they were newer pieces for me, so I 
wasn’t sure how they would go, but 
they turned out great,” said He.

Sam He ’17 Explores the 19th Century in Senior Recital
KAITLIN LIM

This senior recital marked the first performance Sam He ’17 had ever par-
ticipated in at Andover.
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Rhythmically plucking his 
electric bass, Brett Sawka ’17 
launched into his solo of “The 
Chicken,” a late-nineties jazz tune 
by Jaco Pastorius.  Accompanied by 
fellow students on the saxophone, 
the electric guitar, and drums, Saw-
ka alternated between low, rever-
berating notes and high, sharper 
notes. The quartet ended the lively 
piece in unison with a single, short 
note.

“I’ve never heard double bass 
play like that before. I didn’t know 
you could even make some of those 
notes. It was spectacular… That 
was wild, and then the jazz part 
was just amazing. I had no idea that 
the double bass was so versatile as 
an instrument,” said Natalie Yeh ’17, 
an audience member.

This jazz piece was one of five 
pieces in the second part of Saw-
ka’s senior recital last Saturday 
night. Following his three classical 
pieces accompanied by pianist Re-

becca Plummer, Sawka performed 
five jazz pieces with his own band, 
Brett Quartet, featuring Jake Peffer 
’17, Louis Aaron ’18, Pickle Emer-
son ’20, and Sawka.

“Those [jazz] pieces really 
featured the bass, with good pro-
nounced bass lines that all bassists 
are going to know, like ‘Oh, you’re 
playing “Chicken.” I know that. Of 
course you are playing that.’ That 
was the idea, stuff that I could real-
ly be featured on,” said Sawka.

During the classical part of 
his repertoire, Sawka played the 
first two movements of Domenico 
Dragonetti’s “Concerto for Double 
Bass and Piano in A Major.” Be-
ginning the first movement with 
intensity, Sawka fluidly moved up 
and down the strings with a range 
of low, elongated, and fast notes, 
culminating into a single high note. 
The second movement set a con-
trasting melancholy mood. Sawka 
played soft, airy notes near the end 
of the fingerboard, ending with a 
quiet, sustained chord.

“The most challenging piece, 
objectively, is the Koussevitzsky 
piece, the third one I played, but for 
me, personally, [it was] the Dragon-
etti piece. That was just very tech-
nically challenging… it really comes 
just from a big lack of solo bass rep-
ertoire,” said Sawka.

Sawka began playing the dou-
ble bass in third grade and became 
part the Boston Youth Symphony 
at the age of twelve. At Andover, 
he is the principal bass player of 
the symphony and chamber or-
chestras, as well as the jazz band. 
According to Sawka, Andover has 
given him various opportunities, 
including participating in world 
tours, that exposed him to more 
music genres and skills.

“Being here, I’ve had a lot of 
opportunities to do a lot of differ-
ent music. [Andover] has helped 
most with my jazz more than any-
thing because the jazz band is real-
ly strong, and I had the opportunity 
to form a small jazz group a couple 
of years ago,” said Sawka.

Brett Sawka ’17 has been playing the double bass since the third grade and 
joined the Boston Youth Symphony at the age of twelve.
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Donning a black Nike cap and 
confident smile, Mark Ross, a 
member of Soul Steps, stomped 
rhythmically on the ground, 
shaking the floor. As the energy 
in the room escalated, the beat of 
the background music dropped 
and Mark raised his arms mo-
mentarily in a dab, causing wide-
spread cheers throughout the 
audience. 

“I felt so energized; I love step 
and it’s honestly just so exciting 
to have other people that feel 
my passion for step. Seeing [Soul 
Steps] perform and being able to 
perform on stage with them was 
so exhilarating and it was hon-
estly like a dream come true to 
have steppers at Andover,” said 
Natalie Landaverde ’18, an audi-
ence member and co-captain of 
the SLAM team.

In a thrilling and interactive 
performance last Friday night, 
members of Soul Steps show-
cased a blend of dance styles and 
invited audience members to 
join them onstage in the modern 
dance studio. Created in New 
York City by artistic director 
Maxine Lyle, Soul Steps performs 
around the world to raise aware-
ness for “stepping,” a traditional 
African-American dance origi-
nating in the late 1920s that uses 
the body to create sounds.

Lyle said, “Step has an even 
earlier history, going back to the 
late 1800s in the gold mines of 
South Africa. The mine owners 
were too mean and too cheap to 
actually drain the mines and get 
rid of the water, so instead they 
issued tall boots that came up 
to [the miners’] knees known as 
Wellington boots or gum boots. 
On top of everything, the miners 
were not permitted to speak to 

each other, so the miners decid-
ed to get resourceful. What they 
had at their hands to use were 
their boots, so they would slap 
the sides of their boots to create 
rhythms and those rhythms be-
came a code.”

The dancers asked audience 
members, including those who 
had never had any experience 
with step before, to join the stage 
and learn a basic routine. The 
routine culminated in a four-
stage rhythm with the audience 
members on stage, which in-
cluded two groups composed of 
members of the SLAM team, and 
the seated audience producing 
varying sounds with their hands, 
feet and bodies.

“I thought it was really hard… 
By the end of that, I just had so 
much respect [for the dancers] 
because my hands hurt a lot from 
all the clapping,” said Jenni Law-

son ’19, an audience member who 
participated onstage.

Besides step, the members 
of Soul Steps each incorporated 
their own specialty dance styles 
to create an intriguing solo per-
formance. Natasha Markwick, 
a Soul Steps member from Den-
mark, combined hip-hop, house 
and break dancing to express her 
own passion for dancing.

“I definitely think within this 
kind of dance you’re able to really 
express yourself. If you’re feel-
ing low or if you’re feeling high…
you’re really allowed to express 
yourself with no filter. That fact 
that through step, you’re able to 
express yourself with your own 
body, create your own music and 
have a group of people who came 
together and build that energy to-
gether is something very special,” 
said Markwick.

Stepping to the Beat: Soul Steps 
Promotes Awareness and Appreciation 

for Step Dancing 
ADRIENNE LI

Taking his eyes off the road 
while driving, Lloyd Christ-
mas, played by Jim Carrey, 
leaned over to pinch Harry 
Dunne, played by Jeff Dan-
iels, on the nose to stop his 
snoring in the film “Dumb and 
Dumber,” which was directed 
by Bobby Farrelly ’77 and his 
brother Peter Farrelly. While 
he was distracted, Carrey took 
a wrong turn east instead of 
west at a fork in the road. Only 
five hours later did they realize 
that they were driving in the 
wrong direction.

This scene was original-
ly inspired by one of Farrel-
ly’s personal experiences. 
Throughout his career as a film 
director, screenwriter, and pro-
ducer, Farrelly’s main sourc-
es of inspiration have been 
real events that happened to 
him or that he heard from his 
friends. According to Farrelly, 
while these incidents are often 
changed slightly when put into 
a story, they always retain their 
base in reality. 

“In ‘Dumb and Dumber,’ we 
exaggerated of course, but a lot 
of the silly things that those 
two guys did are just goofy 
things that my brother and I 
did growing up. We went on a 
trip once, one guy sleeps and 
the other guy drives and drives 
the wrong way for a long time. 
Things like that are things that 
have happened to us and so we 
take those incidents and we ex-
aggerate them but put it in the 
story because we know that it 
could happen because it did 
happen,” said Farrelly.

Although he was not in-
volved with filmmaking during 
his high school years, it was at 
Andover that Farrelly learned 
the value and necessity of hard 
work in order to achieve suc-
cess. In addition, he also made 
friends who later influenced 
his writing through real life 
scenarios.

“It takes a lot of work to get 
it from just a seed of an idea all 
the way up to it being shown in 
a local theater… You’ve got to 
work hard when you’re here, 
otherwise you’re just not going 
to last long. As I went through 
my life I always was drawn to 
people who made me laugh, 
and I certainly had a lot of 
friends [at Andover] who fit 
into that mold and they helped 
me generate stories later on 
when it came time to write. I’d 
just draw on my own experi-
ences and people who I knew, 
and that was a lot here,” said 
Farrelly.

Farrelly, along with his 
brother, initially moved to 
Los Angeles to pursue their 
beach towel business before 
becoming inspired to write 
screenplays and realizing their 
passion for it. The brothers de-
veloped their talent for screen-
writing and comedy, ultimately 
finding an unexpected path to 
success in “Dumb and Dumb-
er,” their first hit movie.

“The thing that stood out 
the most to me about Mr. Far-
relly’s speech was how di-
vergent his journey was… It 
helped strengthen his point 
— ultimately life is uncertain 
and you can never truly know 
where you’ll end up,” said Jack-
son Lee ’17, a member of Ando-
ver MovieMakers Club.

From a young age, Farrelly’s 
friends helped him realize his 
penchant for comedy. Accord-
ing Farrelly, even more reward-
ing than seeing his work played 
on a big screen is the reception 
from the audience, seeing them 
laugh at his jokes or reacting to 
the movie as he had hoped.

“My brother and I are just 
guys who always enjoyed a 
good laugh, and we were drawn 
to friends who responded, who 
also liked to laugh or make us 

laugh. We had an affinity for 
people that are like charac-
ters, people who are out of the 
norm, someone who just stands 
out a little bit, and those people 
set themselves up for comedy,” 
said Farrelly.

As a director, screenwriter, 
and producer, Farrelly’s favor-
ite part about the filmmaking 
process is the filming of the 
movie and working with oth-
ers. A true comedy writer, Far-
relly attempts to make sure 

those who work with him are 
having as much fun as he is. 
Even while sharing advice with 
students, Farrelly works to cre-
ate a comfortable environment.

Andrew Lin ’17, former co-
head of Andover MovieMakers, 
said “I think, more personally, 
it was really cool to see that 
he was humble and willing to 
speak to us and just chat. That 
means as much to me as the ad-
vice.” 

COURTESY OF WIKIMEDIA

Bobby Farrelly ’77, right, came to campus on Wednesday to speak at All School Meeting about his experiences at 
Andover and how they shaped his career as a famous filmmaker. His brother, Peter Farrelly, is pictured on the left.
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Members of Soul Steps, pictured above, perform around the world to raise 
awareness for “stepping,” a traditional African-American dance.

Micellar Water

I must say, I’m obsessed. The mist 
will give your face a refreshing lift 
in the morning so spritz after wash-
ing your face. There is a plethora of 
options from drugstores to higher 
end brands, but definitely look out 
for rosewater. Not only does it smell 
divine, but it’s also super moisturiz-
ing!

Facial Mist

Frizzy summer hair? Send ar-
gan oil to the rescue! Get a small 
amount of argan oil and comb it 
through your hair for softer, shini-
er, and well-moisturized hair.

Argan Oil

Not only do I use this product to take 
off my makeup everyday, I also use it 
to moisturize and soak up any leftover 
oils or dirt on my face. Since it’s so hy-
drating, you can probably forego the 
moisturizer for the summer if you are 
using this product.
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This is for those days when you get 
very little sleep. Any serums con-
taining vitamin C will bring imme-
diate life back into your face. 3-5 
drops onto your face is the perfect 
amount. As tempting as it may be, 
try not to overdo it!

Vitamin C Serum

At last, spring is upon us! It’s just going to get hotter and sticki-
er from here on out, which, unfortunately, means two things: frizzy 
hair and skin break-outs. Here is a list of my essentials to help pre-
vent these from happening and keep you looking fresh all spring:
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ConCerts
What not to miss this week:

Sunday 5/7
Fidelio Society Concert

3:00 p.m. Cochran Chapel

Wednesday 5/10
Senior Recital ft. Darius Lam ’17

6:30 p.m. Timken Room

After Andover: Bobby Farrelly ’77 Captures 
Comedy and Serendipity in Filmmaking Career

HELEN HE AND 
ADRIENNE LI

Arts&Leisure
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With Chinese and Korean pop 
music playing from the speakers 
in the background, laughter and 
chatter filled the George Washing-
ton Hall mailroom last Saturday as 
members of the Andover commu-
nity strolled from table to table, 
buying student-made Asian food. 
From homemade dumplings to 
crispy samosas and traditional cul-
tural music to spoken word poetry, 
the CelebrAsian Food Bazaar and 
Talent Show featured traditional 
Asian cuisine and student perfor-
mances in celebration of Asian cul-
ture. 

“[The Food Bazaar is] a great 
opportunity to have the different 
[groups under Asian Society]… 
have a chance to not only raise 
funds for their club programming, 
but also share their culture with 
the rest of campus. I especially 
love how all students and faculty 
on campus get a chance to taste 
foods that they wouldn’t easily get 
a chance to sample,” said Adrian 
Khactu, Instructor in English and 
faculty advisor of Asian Society. 

The Food Bazaar and Talent 
Show were a part of the 28th annu-
al CelebrAsian festival, which aims 
to promote awareness and appreci-
ation of Asian culture on campus. 

“I’m definitely really happy be-
cause, as an Asian myself walking 
around and living in Andover, you 
definitely don’t hear a lot of Asians 
speaking out, for either their own 
culture or for their own voice, and 

if you can see a lot of Asians com-
ing together just having fun, being 
willing to accept who they are and 
hanging out with similar people, 
it’s just something that I want to 
see more on campus,” said Navin 
Kheth ’18, co-head of Asian Society.  
As noted by Saadiya Lakhani ’17, 
member of Indo-Pak, a unique as-
pect of the event was the diversity 
of the students and faculty mem-
bers who attended. 

“I think [the event is] good con-
sidering the fact that, especially in 
such a small place, you can see a 
lot of diversity here, so it’s fun. And 
when people appreciate the food 
that you bring and the culture that 
you come from, it feels really good 
because then you can share your 
happiness with them, and what’s 
more happy than having a good 
meal with people who didn’t know 
about it and now they appreciate 
it,” said Lakhani.

One popular dish at the event 
was homemade dumplings, made 

and sold by Andover Chinese Stu-
dent Association. The dumplings 
had both vegetarian and meat 
fillings and were served with soy 
sauce.

“All of the food that I’ve tasted 
thus far is absolutely delicious, and 
I’m glad I came right at [the start 
of the event] to have first pick, but 
I’d say probably the dumplings 
[are my favorite]. I think the pork 
dumplings are delicious. I’ve al-
ways really liked dumplings, but 
[these] don’t taste manufactured. 
They just taste homemade. You can 
feel and taste the love in them,” said 
Chioma Ugwonali ’20.

Indo-Pak’s table, which had an 
array of chicken and vegetable sa-
mosas and mango lassi, also offered 
henna tattooing, an Indian tradi-

tion of temporarily dying skin, as a 
way to share another aspect of the 
Indian culture. 

“It’s really cool how I don’t 
think that there’s any other type of 
art that temporarily covers parts 
of your body and how it can vary 
what goes on your skin and where 
it weaves around your hand. Both 
girls who were doing the henna 
had different types of henna that 
they liked. One girl did flowers 
then another girl could do snakes. 
It’s just cool. It shows me the beau-
ty that comes with their culture 
and how they express themselves,” 
said Ria Vieira ’19. 

After the Food Bazaar, the tal-
ent show, held in Kemper Audi-
torium, featured a variety student 
performances.

As one of the acts, Mangai 
Sundaram ’19 performed a song 
of the Carnatic genre, a tradition-
al South Indian musical style. The 
song, which was titled “Gamganap-
athe” in praising of the Hindu Lord 
Ganesha, began at a slow pace as 
Sundaram’s voice echoed over the 
steady humming of a shruti box, an 
instrument which helps maintain 
the tune of the piece, before cli-
maxing into a line of rapidly artic-
ulated lyrics. 

“I started singing Carnatic 
music when I was six years old. 
Because it’s from South India and 

both my parents are from there, 
it’s been a part of our family, so I’ve 
just done it from a young age,” said 
Sundaram. 

As the penultimate act of the 
talent show, Wendy Wu ’20 per-

formed the Chinese song “Bu Bu 
Gao” on the erhu, a traditional Chi-
nese instrument with two strings 
and a bow played in between the 
strings. The piece started with an 
upbeat tune before rising in pitch 
and transitioning into a melody of 
quick trills, marking the final solo 
piece of the night.  

“I really liked Wendy’s perfor-
mance. I thought that the classical 
style of Chinese music was a lot 
more free flowing than Western 
music, and I really enjoyed seeing a 
different type of music performed,” 
said Christina Cho ’19.

HELEN HE
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As part of the CelebrAsian Talent Show, Karissa Kang ’17, pictured above, performed a song called “Asian Raisin” 
about her struggle with her Asian heritage.

CelebrAsian, a week-long celebration of Asian heritage and culture, was held for the 28th year in a row by Asian Society.

Japan Festival

Ramen Munch and “Plant Your Own Bamboo”
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Embracing Asian Culture, Heritage, and Identity

With lively Japanese pop mu-
sic blasting in the streets, Ando-
ver students milled around Japan 
Festival in the Boston Common 
last Sunday, buying bubble tea, 
learning Japanese calligraphy, 
and watching cosplay perfor-
mances. A trip to the annual event 
was organized by Andover Japa-
nese Connection (AJC) as part of 
CelebrAsian for the first time this 
year.

“Usually, AJC just participates 
in CelebrAsian and International 
Festival, and then occasionally, 
we hold meetings, but we never 
officially had an event going, so 
this is exciting,” said Maho Fuji-
wara ’18, co-head of AJC.

This outdoor “matsuri,” 
which is Japanese for “festival,” 
included over a hundred booths 
for traditional Japanese arts and 
crafts, games, and food, as well as 
various workshops and stage per-
formances.

“The food and the cultural 
activities in the festival were very 
authentic, and I was very glad to 
see that many people are actual-
ly interested in Japanese culture. 
I personally liked the food the 
most, especially the ramen. At An-
dover, we don’t really get access 
to ramen that a Japanese person 
makes. These were actual shops 
that came from Japan to make it 
for us, and it had very reminiscent 
taste,” said Riku Tanaka ’20.

Crowding in Susie’s, students 
lined up for free ramen noodles 
and bamboo planting which en-
tailed picking their own bamboo 
shoots and then filling a mini glass 
pot with colorful pebbles of their 
choice. These activities were part 
of the ramen munch and “Plant 
Your Own Bamboo” event that 
took place last Friday as part of 
CelebrAsian.

“It’s nice because people can 
get involved with taking their own 
little souvenir home while [they] 

get to have a taste of what Asian 
culture might be like, and it’s a 
time for the school community to 
get together and explore different 
aspects of the culture,” said Sophie 
Liu ’20, a participant.

The ramen munch and “Plant 
Your Own Bamboo” event was 
organized for CelebrAsian for the 
first time this year. According to 
Adrian Khactu, Instructor in En-
glish and faculty advisor of Asian 
Society, he hoped that the event 
would promote an awareness of 
Asian cultural backgrounds.

“It’s easy to say, ‘Oh, every-

one knows what ramen noodles 
are,’ but many people don’t real-
ize that ramen noodles aren’t only 
things you can find ten for a dollar 
in a grocery store that come in lit-
tle freeze-dried packs. We want 
our students to be aware that in-
stant ramen is representative of a 
long-standing Japanese culinary 
tradition. Likewise, bamboo is 
something a lot of us only associate 
with Chinese restaurants, so plant-
ing your own bamboo allows peo-
ple to de-familiarize what might 
only be seen as a symbol of Asian-
ness. Plus, it’s lucky!” said Khactu.

“Before now, I haven’t 
been exposed to 
Asian culture, so this is 
nice to get a peek into 
their livelihood and 
lifestyle.”
- Chioma Ugwonali ’20

“You get to taste 
food from different 
parts of the world 
that you may have 
never gone to before, 
so it opens up your 
taste buds.” 
- Carley Kukk ’19

“The celebration 
weekend has always 
been super cool... 
All sorts of cultures 
that you don’t really 
talk about are put on 
display.”
- Dakoury Godo-Solo ’17
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Mangal Sundaram ’19, pictured above, perfomed “Gamganapathe,” a song 
of the Carnatic genre which is a traditional South Indian musical style.

LAUREN LEE

LAUREN LEE Interested in the Andover
real estate market?

Home prices are up!
Call/Text Chris Lefebvre at eXp Realty at 978-835-1776 or Email

Chris@ChrisCares.com for a Detailed Market Report or Custom Home Search.
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Check out more 
CelebrAsian 
coverage on 

phillipian.net!
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