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The Phillipian, vol. CXXXIX, 
asks for administrative communi-
cation regarding the new schedule.

Pencil Us In

editorial A2

Social Butterflies

Sarika rao ’19 articulates what her 
self-identification as an introvert 
means on Andover’s campus.

Commentary A2-A4

Sports b1-b5

Visit from MLB Scout  

matt Hyde ’92 speaks to students 
about his experience recruiting for 
the New York Yankees.

Features b6

Features Falls into Fall

Shiver with Features as the leaves 
turn brown.

Arts b7-b8

Presidency Through
the Ages
This year’s production of “44 Plays 
for 44 Presidents” will present 
American presidential history in 
light of the upcoming election.

and there 
is turbulence

PA-Stacios 
Raises Awareness 
For Men’s Health

every November, Stephen Sil-
versides, Associate Director of 
College Counseling, along with 
ten other faculty on PA-Stacios, 
attempt to grow a mustache to 
advocate for men’s health. 

The PA-Stacios team consists 
of around ten male faculty mem-
bers, and is devoted to calling 
attention to men’s health by ini-
tiating conversation on campus. 
The team is a part of the movem-
ber Foundation, an international 
organization that donates over 
650 million dollars to around 
1,000 programs worldwide with 
the hopes of treating different 
types of men’s cancer, mental 
health and physical inactivity in 
men, according to the movember 
Foundation’s website.

“It’s not every day that you 
have an opportunity to draw at-
tention to men’s health issues, 
both physical and mental, and it 

seemed like a great opportunity 
to do so. Any time you’re trying 
to grow a mustache, it’s going 
to draw attention to you, and it 
brings about conversation, and 
it’s putting out there an issue 
that is important to many of us 
because we may someday find 
ourselves benefitting from the 
research and the funding that 
they are able to bring together 
through this program,” said Sil-
versides.

During movember, which is a 
playful combination of the words 
“moustache” and “November,” 
men all over the world grow 
mustaches in advocacy for phys-
ical and mental wellness in men. 
PA-Stacios was founded in 2012 
by Scott Hoenig, Instructor in 
mathematics and Assistant Dean 
of Studies for Advising. Hoenig 
had partaken in movember in 
2011 independently, and then 
took action to initiate the move-
ment at Andover.

Continued on A6, Column 1

After spending several months 
writing an 18-page research 
paper on the digitization of li-
braries, Piper Winkler ’17 was 
ready to learn more. In January 
of last year, Winkler applied for 
an Abbot Grant to start her own 
research initiative on campus. 
As a result of her efforts, the ol-
iver Wendell Holmes Library 
(oWHL) announced last week 
that a new student-led research 
program would begin this winter. 

“I ended up completing a proj-
ect about the advent of digital li-
braries,” said Winkler. “It was so 
much fun. I really loved doing it 
-- I got to use great resources and 
talk to a lot of people about this 
really interesting topic. I thought 

that was something I would like 
to do more in [Andover] and I 
figured there might be other stu-
dents who feel that way too.”

Chosen by a panel made up 
of five instructional librarians, 
as well as other faculty from 
across campus, a group of around 
ten students will work over the 
course of the winter and spring 
to research a topic of their choice. 
The students’ research will cul-
minate in a final paper, podcast, 
or video, which they will present 
at a school-sponsored dinner in 
the Spring.

Unlike Andover’s Indepen-
dent Project research program, 
whose participants work sepa-
rately and independently of one 
another, the oWHL program 
will be a competition-based, re-

searching experience. by the 
end, the top three student proj-
ects will be chosen by a panel of 
library judges and their creators 
will be awarded monetary prizes.

The program was inspired by 
Winkler’s experience participat-
ing in the massachusetts Insti-
tute of Technology’s INSPIre 
research competition which ran 
from late fall to early spring last 
year. In the spring, Winkler ap-
plied for and received an Abbot 
Grant with the help of michael 
barker, the Director of Acade-
my research, Information, and 
Library Services; and michael 
blake, the Associate Director for 
Instructional Services.

OWHL Launches New Competitive
Research Program for Students

HARRY SHIN

When Andie Pinga ’19 
checked her email inbox last 
August, she could not have been 
happier. She had been chosen 
as a student-delegate to repre-
sent massachusetts at the annu-
al Global Youth Institute World 
Food Prize Conference in Des 
moines, Iowa.

beginning on october 13, the 
three-day-long conference al-
lowed over 400 students to con-
nect with teachers, Nobel laure-
ates, and agronomists to discuss 
critical problems facing the 
world in the agriculture and food 
safety industry.

Pinga said, “The Global Youth 
Institute runs parallel to the 
World Food Prize, which is a cer-

emony for real agronomists and 
scientists in the ‘food realm.’ The 
World Food Prize is the Noble 
Peace Prize for agriculture, so it 
allows students to go to this con-
ference and experience what it is 
like to deal with these [agricul-
tural] issues and interact with all 
these famous people in this line 
of business.”

To apply, high-school stu-
dents from around the world 
were asked to write a research 
paper about a food security issue 
of their choice with the help of a 
teacher or mentor. Pinga chose 
to write her paper on the dan-
gers of aflatoxins, cancer-caus-
ing molds, that contaminate food 
in malawi, which earned her a 
certificate of participation.

Pinga said, “In the spring of 
my [Junior] year, I was research-

ing for some programs or jobs to 
do over the summer, and I man-
aged to stumble upon the Global 
Youth Institute. I was really in-
terested in the biology course I 
was taking and thought it would 
be a great opportunity to learn 
more about food insecurity that 
plagues the world around us.”

In addition to getting her pa-
per signed by the former pres-
ident of malawi, Joyce banda, 
while at the conference, Pinga 
also attended a keynote speech 
by the U.S. Secretary of Agricul-
ture, met the minister of Agri-
culture in Liberia, and conversed 
with C.e.o.s from the agriculture 
and farming industries.

ISABEL MIKHEEV

JUAN PABLO 
RAMOS BARROSO

Continued on A8, Column 4

Essayist Andie Pinga ’19 
Wins Trip to National Conference

m.ZerbeY/THE PHILLIPIAN
Each year, Hoenig and Cutler begin November cleanly shaven. This 
doesn’t last for long.

C.mUNN/THE PHILLIPIAN

News A5-A8

Figure out the 4x5

Find the answers to your questions 
about the new 4x5 schedule,  
which was recently selected by 
faculty. 

How do Classes 
Facilitate 

Discussions Of 
Race, Class, and 

Gender?

ALEXANDRA LEBARON, 
ANDIE PINGA, 
and JULIA ZHU

Nestor Payan can be found 
behind the stir-fry count-
er during lunch and dinner, 
sizzling meat and vegetables 
while chatting with students 
as they wait in line for their 
meals.

originally from the Domini-
can republic, Payan has worked 
at Andover since 2009 cook-
ing for several food stations at 
Paresky Commons throughout 
his career. He wakes up at 6:30 
a.m. every morning, and serves 
around 150 plates of stir-fry to 
members of the Andover com-
munity every day. The Phillipi-
an’s interview with Payan was 
conducted in Spanish by Juan 
Pablo ramos barroso, Associ-
ate News editor.

Payan drives from his home 
in Lawrence to Andover for 
his 10:30 a.m. shift. His morn-

ing routine consists of taking a 
shower, drinking a coffee, and 
spending time with his moth-
er prior to heading to work. 
once he arrives to school, he 
prepares himself for the day 
ahead. 

“The first thing I do is 
change into my uniform, and 
next I check the menu for the 
current day, the day that fol-
lows, and what we are serving 
that night. After, since I arrive 
in the morning, I prepare all of 
the food that needs preparing 
for the day, and I prepare the 
food for the next day during 
the afternoon,” said Payan.

Payan spends one half of his 
ten-hour shift cooking stir-fry 
for students and faculty alike, 
and the other half preparing 
ingredients for the meals that 
follow. His work day official-
ly begins at 10:30 a.m., with a 
meeting for all Paresky staff 
that is followed by a break at 

2:15 p.m. His shift ends at 7:00 
p.m., and Payan says he often 
does not arrive home until 8:00 
p.m.

“The kitchen closes at 2:00 
p.m., but we have a meeting 
at 2:15 p.m. about the produc-
tion that we have for the entire 
week. Any additional informa-
tion for any event that employ-
ees are required to attend is 
given at that time,” said Payan.

Throughout his working 
hours, Payan and other Paresky 
employees can get lunch un-
der the condition that there is 
someone at their assigned sta-
tion and that they do not inter-
fere with the faculty and stu-
dents’ process of getting food 
themselves. Payan described 
the system in place for Com-
mons’ workers meals, saying 
that there is an established set 
of rules at play. 

Continued on A7, Column 1

JUAN PABLO
 RAMOS BARROSO

Vol. CXXXIX,  No. 23 November 4, 2016

The Cochran Chapel swelled 
with the roars of four consecu-
tive standing ovations celebrat-
ing the 2016-2017 recipients of 
the Andover Alumni Award of 
Distinction during Wednesday’s 
Finis origine Pendet All-School 
meeting (ASm). 

First conferred in 2012, the 
Andover Alumni Award of Dis-
tinction recognizes and honors 
graduates of Phillips Academy 
or Abbot Academy for making 
“significant positive impact on 
their communities, society, or 
the world,” according to the An-
dover website. 

Graduates are nominated for 
the honor by the Alumni Award 
Committee, composed of alumni 
of Andover and Abbot Academy.

This year’s recipients of the 
award were Constance brinck-
erhoff AA ’59, Soiya Gecaga ’92, 
Thomas J. Hudner Jr. ’43, and 
David G. Nathan ’47. Hudner’s 
son, Thomas Hudner III, ac-
cepted the award on behalf of 
his father, and Gecaga was un-
able to make the trip to Andover 
from Kenya due to health issues. 

A dinner was held with 
alumni, faculty, and students on 
Tuesday in the mural room to 
celebrate the award recipients’ 
successes and honors. members 
of the Andover community were 
welcomed to stop by the mural 
room after the ASm to meet and 
talk with the award recipients. 

CoUrTeSY oF WIKImeDIA

Jake Kohn, Teaching Fellow 
in english, plans to study rap-
per Jay-Z’s song “Decoded” next 
term with his english-200 class 
as a way of examining the ex-
periences of African-Americans 
in the 1980s and 1990s. Kohn’s 
course plan is one of many ef-
forts by teachers to embed and 
connect race, gender, and class 
into the classroom rather than 
focusing on teaching designated 
materials. 

“From an ethical standpoint, 
our society needs more individ-
uals to act in a conscious and 
open way; education is one step 
toward addressing this need,” 
said Kohn. “Diversity is intrin-
sically valuable; a broader range 
of voices creates a more beau-
tiful and more complete set of 
course materials. After all, you 
wouldn’t want to hear a song 
that has only one note.”

Kurt Prescott, Instructor in 
Philopshy and religious Studies, 
described how discussions on 
race, gender, and class are cru-
cial towards sustaining a diverse 
community like Andover.

“The student body and fac-
ulty, perhaps to a lesser extent, 
is diverse in terms of their com-
position, and I think in order to 
actually cultivate a place where 
everyone feels respected and 
supported and that their ex-
periences matter, there needs 
to some of that sort of work to 
bridge the divide between iden-
tities,” said Prescott.

Alumni Award 
of Distinction 

Four Alumni 
Presented With 
Award at ASM

STAFF REPORT

T.rYNNe/THE PHILLIPIAN
Nestor Payan, a familiar presence at Paresky Commons’s stir-fry station, has worked at Paresky Commons for 
eight years.

Stir-Fry King Nestor Payan: 
A Day in the Life

IN-DEPTH

Continued on A6, Column 1

Continued on A8, Column 1

More Coverage 
Of ASM on A5
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A later start to the school 
day. All-school lunches, every-
day. Four classes a term. Sports 
seasons split between terms. 
Longer classes. Finals four 
times a year. 

These are some of the reali-
ties of the “four-term-by-five-
class” (4x5) schedule set to be 
introduced next year. While 
the Class of 2017 will not be 
here for the schedule’s imple-
mentation, every other com-

munity member will be greatly 
affected by the new schedule, 
which will present a drastic 
departure from the current 
way of life. Despite this, most 
students know little to no in-
formation about the format of 
the new schedule.

The Phillipian has created a 
list of fact versus fiction infor-
mation about the new sched-
ule, which can be found on A6. 
It should not be our responsi-

bility, however, to educate our 
peers on this matter; the onus 
lies on the Scheduling Com-
mittee to communicate the 
details of the schedule with 
students. 

While we realize that the 
Scheduling Committee has 
repeatedly tried to engage 
students in discussions of the 
new schedule, access to de-
tails should not be dependent 
on a student’s commitment or 

ability to attend forums after 
school. 

As the Scheduling Commit-
tee moves into the next stages 
of the new schedule creation 
and implementation, it is ab-
solutely imperative that in-
formation about the schedule 
be made easily available to all 
community members. Posting 
the schedule online would en-
able all students and faculty to 
find concrete answers to their 

questions, rather than leaving 
them dependent on rumors 
and sporadically-hosted infor-
mation sessions. The Commit-
tee must reach out to students 
more directly to dispel rumors 
and provide basic facts about 
the proposal. 

This editorial represents the 
views of The Phillipian, vol. 
CXXXIX. 

Letter To the Editor

To the Editor:
Friday was one of 

the busiest days at the 
Shuman Office of Admissions, 
as we use Family Weekend to 
interview younger siblings. It’s 
a weekend of celebrating fami-
lies on campus and the com-
munity we’re continually build-
ing at Andover. But it’s also a 
completely hectic day for us in 
Admission. During my lunch 
break when I had a moment 
to rest, I picked up a copy of 
The Phillipian and read the on-
campus election results. Upon 
reading the article, I realized 
the results were largely based 

on interviews with only faculty 
members and students.

In the days before The Phil-
lipian was published, I encoun-
tered a writer for The Phillipian 
interviewing faculty for this 
story – I asked the student why 
staff members weren’t being in-
terviewed. Later I was told that 
other Phillipian writers were 
going to interview Paresky 
Commons workers for the piece 
which made me feel better, but 
if they did interview the staff, it 
is not showing in the poll. Yet I 
was still hoping that more than 
Paresky staff would be included 
in the piece. Paresky workers 

comprise a vital yet small por-
tion of the staff at Andover. 
The Admissions Office, College 
Counseling Office, Oliver Wen-
dell Holmes Library, Athletics 
Department, Dean of Studies 
Office, and Dean of Students 
Office all have teams of amaz-
ing staff who come from many 
parts of the world, and some of 
us have already voted and some 
of us will vote soon.

I remember becoming an 
American citizen in 1994, when 
I was pregnant with my first 
child. I was so proud and ex-
cited, especially to join my hus-
band in voting in an important 

democratic process. When I 
returned home from work this 
past Thursday, my husband, 
Peter Cirelli, told me he was 
waiting for a Phillipian writer 
to come over to interview him 
about the election. Again, I felt 
disappointed that our diverse 
collection of staff members, 
myself included, were not being 
interviewed.

As a member of this com-
munity who works and lives on 
campus, a host parent to inter-
national students, and a friend 
to many others, I encourage 
students to look deeper at our 
community and the labels that 

exist in it. There are so many 
non-faculty adults on campus 
who do important work and 
are valuable members of our 
community. To get an accurate 
sense of what this community 
think and feels, these adults 
need to be included – in Phillip-
ian interviews and beyond.

Sincerely,
Eva Cirelli,
Admissions Administrator

Letter to the Editor
TO THE EDITOR:

As a supposed pil-
lar of Andover, “equity 

and inclusion” is often adver-
tised in promotional materials 
as a value that is woven into 
the fabric of our community. 
But as underrepresented mi-
norities, this has not been 
our reality. Looking back at 
our time at Andover, we have 
been reminded time and time 
again that this community is 
not truly one built to support 
black and Latinx students. Al-
though Andover prides itself 
on its commitment to cultural, 
racial, and ethnic diversity, the 
inclusion of underrepresented 
identities does not seem to be 
a priority amongst community 
members. Even with strides to-
wards social consciousness by 
way of forums, speakers, and 
conversations, there is a gap 
between being aware of and 
having genuine empathy for 
the experiences of underrepre-
sented minorities on this cam-
pus. It often feels as though we 
are incidental members of the 
community, and that our pres-
ence on campus is for the edifi-
cation of our white peers. How 
can we thrive at Andover if we 
are treated as nothing more 
than an amendment to “youth 
from every quarter”?

We write this letter in ob-

servation of the various times 
in which Andover’s underrep-
resented minority community 
has felt ostracized. As students 
of underrepresented racial mi-
norities make up less than 15 
percent of the school popula-
tion, according to The Phillip-
ian’s 2016 “State of the Acad-
emy,” it is extremely difficult 
to lose those with whom we 
have shared our experiences. 
This letter is not an attempt 
to justify or oversimplify cir-
cumstances surrounding any 
student’s departure, but rather 
an observation of variations 
in both the institutional and 
community response. We have 
witnessed, on many occasions, 
uproar over similar situations 
in which the only difference 
is that the student in question 
is white. The narrative is of-
ten that when a white person 
breaks the rules, they are not 
at fault and their actions do 
not warrant any severe reper-
cussions. Yet, when black and 
Latinx students are faced with 
the decision to leave, it feels 
commonplace for the commu-
nity to place blame on them, 
to see them as the perpetra-
tors who are undeniably in the 
wrong. It is easy to criminalize 
them. There is little sympathy 
for these students when they 
have broken rules. The feelings 
of loss that usually accompany 

the withdrawal or dismissal of 
a white peer appear to be ab-
sent, which is likely related to 
the fact that the experiences 
of underrepresented students 
are so distant to our peers. We 
wish that the support Ando-
ver students offer to our white 
peers would be extended to 
black and Latinx students.

These feelings of alienation 
are applicable even outside 
the realm of disciplinary ac-
tion. We often feel the need to 
validate our places at Ando-
ver. We are constantly forced 
to be hyper aware of our race, 
while our peers do not face 
the same obligation. In situa-
tions where race is discussed, 
the responsibility falls upon 
underrepresented minorities 
to educate others. It is not our 
job, as students ourselves, to 
be the lone standard bearers 
of entire movements or identi-
ties on campus. Furthermore, 
the times when we do want to 
talk about our race, it feels as 
though we are making others 
uncomfortable. As members 
of the Andover community, we 
should have the opportunity 
to speak out about our experi-
ences here without feeling in-
validated. 

Every year, the same griev-
ances are being repeated, but 
with an ever-changing stu-
dent body, it takes more than a 

small group of people to make 
any difference. As a commu-
nity that claims to live up to 
an ethos of inclusion and em-
pathy, there must, at the very 
least, be a genuine interest in 
the complete experiences of 
black and Latinx students be-
yond the academic setting. 
Cultural competency means 
being conscious of the ways 
in which different cultures in-
teract and adapting our inter-
actions to reflect our compre-
hension, which in turn allows 
us to appreciate Andover’s di-
versity. We, as a school, need 
to begin actively practicing 
cultural competency as it is 
necessary to prosper in cross-
cultural situations. 

This letter is about the 
mindset of Andover as a whole, 
a place where inclusion often 
feels superficial. Minorities at 
Andover have often felt a dis-
connect between themselves 
and the rest of the community, 
sometimes leading to over-
whelming feelings of exclusion 
and eventually the decision to 
depart. Many students here 
have, at some point, felt that 
they that they do not belong. 
The empathy that Andover 
has previously proven itself so 
capable of expressing must be 
fully extended to the black and 
Latinx communities as well.

Sincerely,
Amadi Essoka-Lasenberry ’17
Nicole Rodriguez ’17

Signatories:
Aisha Akoshile ’17
Mahlet Ayana ’17
Paloma Blandon ’17
Rahmel Dixon ’17
Lydia Fikru ’17 
Wilbert Garcia ’17
Kiarah Hortance ’17
Isabel Jauregui ’17
Eudy Lopez ’17
Soleil Miller ’17
Daphnie Ordonez ’17
Rosie Poku ’17
Jair Suazo ’17
Myioshi Williams ’17
Michael Codrington ’18
Cindy Espinosa ’18
Eastlyn Frankel ’18
Natalie Landaverde ’18
Sarah Langr ’18
Emily Ndiokho ’18
Emily Sanchez ’18
Teagan Thompson ’18
Amiri Tulloch ’18
Keely Aouga ’19
Tiffany Chang ’19
Angel Cleare ’19
Aliesha Jordan ’19
Anna Lopez ’19
Trinity Sazo ’19
Zoe Sylvester-Chin ’19
Jamille Taveras ’19
Erin Vasquez ’19
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Social Butterflies

AT  9 P.M. ON A FRIDAY 
night, I was sitting in 
bed in my pajamas, 

with one hand on my laptop 
keyboard and the other in a bag 
of popcorn. While I struggled to 
focus on my task, an obnoxious 
thought kept making its way 
into my head: “What am I do-
ing at home on a Friday night?” 
I tried to justify my lack of so-
cial activity with the relatively 
empty Weekender, but frankly, 
a night in sounded more ap-
pealing than a night out.

I am an introvert. This may 
surprise some people—after all, 

I am a fairly social person—but 
it shouldn’t. While we all joke 
about an introvert’s hatred of 
people, dependence on Netflix 
and good books, and reluctance 
to spend time with people, these 
clichéd depictions of introverts 
are exaggerated, or even inac-
curate.

 In reality, introverts and ex-
traverts are not the stereotypi-
cal shy bookworms and social 
butterflies they are portrayed 
as. I consider myself both intro-
verted and sociable. Although 
I enjoy being with other peo-
ple, I “recharge” mentally and 
emotionally by being alone. 
Extraverts, on the other hand, 
rejuvenate around others. This 
is the true difference between 
introverts and extroverts, and 
like most personality traits, in-
troversion and extraversion are 
not a dichotomy but a spectrum. 
Most people fall somewhere 
in between the two extremes, 
and these people are classified 
as ambiverts. For example, al-
though I lean towards the in-
trovert side, I don’t need to be 
completely alone to restore my 
energy. Being around certain 

close friends can buoy my en-
ergy levels.

The difference between ex-
troversion and introversion 
is not so stark and should not 
make a difference in someone’s 
success. However, a pervasive 
cultural bias toward extraverts 
makes it difficult for introverts 
to thrive academically and so-
cially. From a young age, kids are 
expected to work in groups at 
school. Of course, encouraging 
teamwork and inclusion is ben-
eficial, but when there is an ex-
cessive amount of group work, 
it excludes the students who are 
not as relaxed in group settings 
and perpetuates the assump-
tion that sociability and creativ-
ity are synonymous. Even out-
side of the classroom and past 
childhood, extraverts are also 

favored as friends. People radi-
ate confidence and cheerfulness 
tend to draw people towards 
them. Since extraverts get their 
energy from socializing, other 
people tend to find them more 
exciting.

Along with this societal fa-
voritism, the lack of general 
knowledge on these personality 
traits makes it difficult for intro-
verts to take care of themselves. 
I was unaware of the actual 
definitions of “introvert” and 
“extravert” until very recently; 
I was under the impression that 
extraverts were simply outgoing 
people and introverts were shy. 
Because I’m a sociable person, I 
identified as an extravert. Using 
this reasoning, I justified forc-
ing myself into uncomfortable 
social situations. During that 

time, my happiness and emo-
tional state of mind declined. 
My mental health has improved 
drastically since discovering, 
and accepting my introversion. 
I’ve learned how to better take 
care of my mental health and 
avoid situations that do me 
harm.

Despite the overall improve-
ment in my life, being an intro-
vert at Andover can still be dif-
ficult. We are all aware of the 
constant expectation for Ando-
ver students to be everything at 
once: academic, athletic, artis-
tic, and of course, social. When 
students spend an abundance 
of time in class with other stu-
dents, at sports with other ath-
letes, and at clubs with other 
members, it is easy to be over-
whelmed by constant social in-

teraction. During the little time 
that we’re not working, we are 
expected to take advantage of 
Friday and Saturday nights by 
going to “relaxing” social events 
that may drain us further. De-
ciding not to go to a dance or 
show can be a thing of shame.

One of the first pieces of ad-
vice that I received from older 
students my freshman year was 
to always say “yes” to social ac-
tivities. You can be alone when-
ever you want, and other people 
won’t be there forever, they ar-
gued. 

But for introverts, it is often 
more important to carve out 
alone time and unwind than it 
is to attend social events for the 
sake of having “fun”. Everyone’s 

definition of “fun” is different. 
For some, a dance is perfect to 
let off steam after a long week. 
For others, watching Netflix at 
home is preferable. Regardless, 
you should not prioritize others 
over your own mental health. 
Don’t be afraid to decline an 
invitation every once in awhile. 
A good friend will understand 
that you need time to recuper-
ate from a stressful week.

 For extroverts, be aware of 
our peers. Help your introverted 
friends step out of their comfort 
zones while keeping in mind 
their boundaries. Be supportive 
of their needs. Understand that 
some people need more “alone 
time” than others. 

In order to combat extraver-
sion bias and deconstruct the 
stigma around introversion on 
campus, not only do introverts 
need to accept and understand 
what keeps them mentally 
healthy, extroverts must step up 
and do what they do best—en-
courage their peers.

SARIKA RAO

Sarika Rao is a two-year 
Lower from Andover, Mass.

The Tribulations of Trump

I was a bit baffled after 
reading Julian Colvin’s 
“The Triumph in Trump” 

in last week’s issue of The Phil-
lipian. Colvin stated, “Don-
ald Trump is not sexist and to 
say so is both an exaggeration 
and is simply incorrect,” and 
“Moreover, Trump is often la-
beled a ‘bigot,’ ‘racist,’ and ‘sex-
ist’ in the liberal media.” As a 
woman of color in the United 
States, I disagree with his sen-
timent and do not believe that 
these are simply labels – they 
are facts. 

Two weeks ago, I attended 
a two-day Social Justice Lead-
ership Conference on campus 
where racism was defined as a 
system that gives unjust privi-
lege and power to white people 
and oppresses people of color. 
Sexism was defined as a system 

of power that grants unearned 
power and privilege to cis-men 
and oppresses women, gender-
queer, and trans people. Based 
on these definitions, Donald 
Trump is both racist and sexist. 
To assert otherwise would be to 
blatantly ignore the facts. 

Trump sees non-white people 
as dangerous threats to the Unit-
ed States. He claimed that Mexi-
cans are “bringing drugs – [and] 
crime [and] they’re rapists.” He 

labeled black people as “thugs” 
and proposed to ban all Muslims 
from immigrating to the U.S. He 
drew the line between the non-
white and white population, re-
ferring to us with phrases like 
“the African-Americans” or “the 
Hispanics.” Such statements not 
only perpetuate negative stereo-
types but are unjust generaliza-
tions about minority groups. 

Similarly, Trump actively de-
grades and objectifies women. 
Trump dismissed his leaked au-
dio footage, in which he casually 
brags about sexually assaulting 
women as “locker room talk.” 
But his weak excuse does not 
justify his offensive comments. 
Colvin argued in his article that 
Trump released an apology, but I 
do not believe that his apology is 
sincere. If Trump had no trouble 
saying these comments and at-
tempted to justify them with a 
half-hearted apology statement, 
then I am forced to question if he 
is truly sorry. Trump constantly 

finds himself being criticized for 
his offensive comments because 
he has not taken the time to learn 
from his past blunders. 

No one should be unjustly 
labeled as racist or sexist. But 
Trump’s comments reveal that 
he is, indeed, racist and sexist. 

The honesty that so many people 
admire in Trump is the same 
honesty that illuminates the fact 
that he does not care about the 
rights of minority groups.

Being both a person of color 

and a woman, I’ve experienced 
firsthand the detrimental im-
pacts of Trump’s degrading lan-
guage. Colvin is correct when 
he states that this most likely is 
not the only side of Trump, but if 
this side of Trump is a prominent 
one, then he is unfit to be the 
President of the United States. 
If I and many other minorities 
are fearful of the prospect of 
Trump’s presidency because it 
jeopardizes our safety and qual-
ity of life, then Trump’s great 
economic successes do not mat-
ter to me. 

Whether or not you agree that 
Trump should not be president, 
it is nonetheless imperative to 
consider the harm his comments 
have inflicted upon minority 
groups and how a president who 
incessantly spews hate-speech 
will affect this country.

KEELY AOUGA

Keely Aouga is two-year 
Lower from Newark, N.J.

The honesty that so many 
people admire in Trump 
is the same honesty that 
illuminates the fact that 

he does not care about the 
rights of minority groups.

 These clichéd depictions 
of introverts are 

exaggerated, or even 
inaccurate

It is often more important 
to carve out alone time 

and unwind . . .
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Trump constantly finds 
himself being criticized 

for his offensive 
comments because he 
has not taken the time 
to learn from his past 

blunders. 
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A Woman’s Place Is in the (White) House

“Trump That Bitch,” 
“Hillary for Prison 2016,” 
“Hillary Sucks, But Not 

Like Monica,” “Don’t be a 
pussy, vote for Trump in 2016,” 
“Life’s a Bitch – Don’t Vote for 
One,” “KFC Hillary Special: 2 
Fat Thighs, 2 Small Breasts… 
Left Wing.” These were among 
the anti-Clinton, pro-Trump 
slogans promoted by vendors 

at the Republican National 
Convention, as documented 
by “The Atlantic.” As seen in 
these products, there has been 
a deep misogynistic disrespect 
for Secretary Hillary Clinton 
throughout this presidential 
campaign. 

This isn’t about Clinton’s 
policies or decisions – not 
everyone does, or needs to, 
support her as a presidential 
candidate. But one fact is indis-
putable: Despite her enormous 
political experience as first 
lady, senator, and Secretary of 
State, she is treated remark-
ably unprofessionally. During 
the 2008 Republican Primary 
season, a supporter of Senator 
John McCain asked him: “How 
do we beat the bitch?” about 
his opponent, Clinton. Mc-
Cain, who would become the 
Republican nominee, called it 
“an excellent question.”

Donald Trump himself said: 

“If Hillary Clinton can’t satisfy 
her husband, what makes her 
think she can satisfy Ameri-
ca?”

It is difficult to imagine 
Clinton, or another politician 
like President Obama or Gov-
ernor Mitt Romney, bringing 
up an opponent’s sex life as le-
gitimate criticism of their po-
litical candidacy. But for Clin-
ton, comments like these have 
been part and parcel of run-
ning for office. The implica-
tion, of course, is that sex is a 
woman’s most important func-
tion – if she can’t even do that, 
how could she be president? 
And it is not just Clinton who 
experiences this phenomenon: 
Jennifer Berdahl, a professor 
at the University of British Co-

lumbia, found that, “women 
who deviated from traditional 
gender roles – by occupying a 
‘man’s’ job or having a ‘mascu-
line’ personality” were more 

likely to be sexually harassed. 
The attacks made on Clinton 
harbor a not-so-subtle impera-
tive: Go back to your role.

I am troubled by these mes-
sages that are being broad-
casted to young people across 
the country. I am fearful that 
girls will start believing that 
all women who step into lead-
ership roles will be punished 
with graphic misogynistic in-
sults. I am worried that women 
will learn that their voices are 
not valued, and that men will 
always speak over them. I am 
scared that women will learn 
that their qualifications do not 
matter, that no matter how ed-
ucated and experienced they 
are, they will be treated with 
outrageous disrespect – even if 
their opponent has no political 
qualifications.

As a woman on campus, I 
have felt the same pressure 

that seems to shape many of 
Clinton’s actions. Even 

though I am a four-year Senior 
and an avid feminist, I still feel 
anxious speaking in class – 
scared of talking too much, too 
loudly, too confidently. As a 
club leader, I still feel pressure 
to seem kind and sweet above 
all, instead of assertive or con-
fident. We do not have many 
models for how good female 
leaders are supposed to look – 
it seems that powerful women 
are criticized no matter what 
they do.

I am not telling anyone who 
to vote for. Instead, I am urg-
ing us all to think critically 
about the biases that inform 
our opinions of particular lead-
ers. I want us to think deeply 
about why we interpret cer-
tain female leaders as bitchy or 
aggressive, and why we seem 
to like men in power more. It 
is easy to claim that some of 
these reactions come down to 
the specifics of one candidate 
or another. But in other cases, 
systemic and sexist stereotypes 
about women influence politi-
cal viewpoints. After all, feel-
ing strong “hostility towards 
women” has been found to be 
one of the greatest predictors 
of Trump support in voters. 
Regardless of who you’re vot-
ing for, it’s essential to consid-
er politics through the lens of 

ZOE SOTTILE

Zoe Sottile is a four-year Se-
nior from Woodbrige, Conn.
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 I am fearful that girls 
will start believing that 
all women who step into 
leadership roles will be 
punished with graphic 
misogynistic insults.

Family Matters

After half a term of 
cramming for tests, go-
ing to countless club 

activities, and completing piles 
of homework for many stu-
dents, Family Weekend offered 
a much needed time to decom-
press. Many of us got to go 
home or had our parents come 
to visit us on campus. We put 
down our pencils and books, 
dusted off our hands, and spent 
time with those we loved. But 
Family Weekend was also a re-
minder that Andover students 
need to proactively communi-
cate with our families through-
out the school year.

Although I am a day student 
and see my parents every day, 

I’ve realized that a majority 
of the conversations I’ve had 
with my family since I started 
at Andover have been superfi-
cial and have lacked the open 
warmth they had during the 
summer. Right now, my par-
ents and I greet each other 
with a “Good morning” and 
we end with “Bye” or “See you 
later” once I’m dropped off on 
campus. Our text messages are 
a continual cycle of “Can you 
come pick me up now?” “Okay,” 
and “I’m eating at school to-
day” “Okay.” When I eat din-
ner at home, someone usually 
brings up a topic but the oth-
er will answer with a simple 
“Mmm…,” “Yes,” or “No.” The 
table then goes silent, and the 
only people talking are on the 
television screen.

This Family Weekend, how-
ever, my family’s discussions 
noticeably changed. The ex-
tra day off lifted some weight 
off my shoulders, so I could 
think beyond what I had to do 
for homework. Dinner wasn’t 
just a time to put food into our 

mouths. Instead, my family 
and I discussed the presiden-
tial election, debated the legal-

ization of marijuana, chatted 
about philosophy, and weighed 
the pros and cons of editing 
D.N.A. Afterwards, I was com-
pletely relaxed and happy that 
we had talked for so long and 
in such detail about things that 
mattered to us.

My communication with my 
family on a school-day basis, I 
now know, is hardly communi-
cation at all. If I make an effort 
to talk, my parents reciprocate 
immediately with enthusiasm. 
This weekend, I realized they 
deliberately avoided initiat-
ing conversation because they 
were hesitant to disturb me. 
This notion surprised me, and 
I felt guilty for not only ne-
glecting to reach out but for 
being unaware.

Homework and extracur-
riculars are certainly factors 

that prevent me from commu-
nicating with my family. There 
are times when I avoid talking 
to my parents because I don’t 
want to end up unloading my 
stress onto them. I want to 
come across as independent 
and strong but I have to under-
stand that I shouldn’t ever be 

too busy or too proud to have a 
thoughtful conversation with 
my parents. Instead of asking 
my parents “How was your day 
today?” and leaving it at that, I 
should continue with “Really? 
What do you think about such 
and such?” and so on to tell 
my parents indirectly that I’m 
willing to talk with them, that 
I’m here to listen to them.

In addition to initiating con-
versation, I, as a day student, 
can be the one who washes the 
dishes and helps out at home 
more often. I can make my dad 
his daily cup of tea; I can look 
my mom in the eye and asks if 
she’s feeling okay. All of us can 
send our parents a short text 
to ask how their day went and 
to tell them a little about ours. 
We can all make an effort to 
understand each other’s feel-

ings. The difficult part about 
communication is for both 
parties to be mindful enough 

to realize that they should 
reach out. 

The difference between a 
meaningful, sincere conversa-
tion and a superficial one has 
a drastic impact on the way I 
end up feeling. This Family 

Weekend brought that to my 
attention. Too often, I use the 
excuse of working and plan-
ning ahead to reassure myself 
that I’m not being inconsid-
erate towards my family. So 
even if it’s not Family Week-
end, pick up the phone and 
give your parents a call. Send 
a letter, regardless if it’s a few 
sentences or a few paragraphs. 
Connecting with the people we 
love and care about is not an-
other pile of work on our back; 
in fact, even the shortest con-
versation is relaxing and can 
provide a great sense of happi-
ness.

ZOE YIN

Zoe Yin is a two-year Lower 
from Andover, Mass.

My communication with 
my family on a school-

day basis, I now know, is 
hardly communication 

at all.

I want to come across as 
independent and strong 
but I have to understand 
that I shouldn’t ever be 
too busy or too proud 
to have a thoughtful 

conversation with my 
parents.

The difficult part about 
communication is 

for both parties to be 
mindful enough to 

realize that they should 
reach out.

This weekend, I realized 
[my parents] deliberately 

avoided initiating 
conversation because 
they were hesitant to 

disturb me.

We do not have many 
models for how good 
female leaders are 

supposed to look – it 
seems that powerful 

women are criticized no 
matter what they do.

But one fact is 
indisputable: despite 

her enormous political 
experience as First 
Lady, senator, and 

Secretary of State, she 
is treated remarkably 

unprofessionally.
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Brinckerhoff considers the search for answers the best part of her job.

Constance Brinckerhoff ’59

While she credits her strong 
work ethic and academic founda-
tions to her time at Abbot Acad-
emy, Constance Brinckerhoff ’59, 
widely regarded as a pioneer in 
studies of rheumatoid arthritis, a 
common form of autoimmune ar-
thritis affecting the hands, doesn’t 
remember taking a single science 
class during her time at the Acad-
emy. 

“I don’t remember taking any 
science classes but I must have – 
I remember non-science courses 
and I think that those were prob-
ably really important in terms of 
giving me the basis on which to 
set some science,” Brinckerhoff 
said in an interview with The Phil-
lipian.

Brinckerhoff studies enzymes 
and their role in developing tis-
sues. Her specific area of study, 
matrix metalloproteinase, deals 
specifically with the enzymes 
that degrade connective tissues 
as part of the body’s process of 
remodeling old or damaged cells. 
Brinckerhoff cites her knowledge 
of enzyme interactions as part of 
a larger and evolving field of med-
icine.  

“My field is not just matrix 
metalloproteinase, it’s how these 
enzymes relate to other enzymes, 
and how they work in normal de-
velopment and healing – [we’re 
in] the era of molecular medicine, 
and trying to integrate matrix 
metalloproteases into that area 
of molecular medicine to try and 
understand how to make people’s 
lives better, that’s the challenge,” 
said Brinckerhoff. 

While Brinckerhoff initially 
struggled with understanding 
the technicalities of her field, she 
adapted quickly, and was put in 
charge of a project investigating 
the implications of deformed cells 
in arthritis patients. 

“The first time I went to a 
meeting, [the lab] had a scientist 
in from England and they were 
talking all about these enzymes. I 
understood nothing, and so I had 
to just learn quickly what this field 
was all about,” said Brinckerhoff.

Currently the Nathan Smith 
Professor of Medicine and Bio-
chemistry and Associate Dean for 
Science Education at Dartmouth 

Medical School, Brinckerhoff 
hasn’t lost the passion for micro-
biology cultivated by her experi-
ences working in her first lab.

“[I] lived four miles from the 
lab, and sometimes I’d have to go 
back to the lab at night to take a 
measurement of the cells, and I’d 
already put on my nightgown, so 
I would hitch the nightgown up 
with a belt, walk in through the 
lab, and take off the belt so the 
nightgown could hit the floor, and 
then I’d run around the lab and 
do the experiment that I need-
ed. I loved that, I couldn’t wait to 
see what was happening next to 
the cells I was playing with,” said 
Brinkerhoff. 

“There’s just so many unan-
swered questions and the minute 
you do one experiment, you go 
to the next experiment and that 
suggests another question, and 
another question – so you just sort 
of plow your way through the re-
search. And it’s fun,” Brinckerhoff 
continued. 

Once Brinckerhoff graduat-
ed from Abbot Academy, she at-
tended Smith College, obtaining 
a B.A. in biology and eventually 
completing her Ph.D. in microbi-
ology and immunology at SUNY 
Buffalo. Brinckerhoff entered the 
field of rheumatology after being 
recruited to work in the lab of Dr. 
Edward Harris, a leading rheuma-
tologist, in 1976. 

“Necessity is the mother of in-
vention. I was at Dartmouth Med-
ical School and I needed a place 
to work. [Dr. Harris], who was a 
rheumatologist, saw patients with 
rheumatic diseases. He needed 
somebody to be in his lab with a 
Ph.D. And I was available,” said 
Brinckerhoff. 

Brinckerhoff believes that the 
best advice for students aspiring 
to make a difference in the medi-
cal world is to love their craft.

“All of the hard work in the 
world may not mean much if 
you’re not happy with your life 
and passionate about your work. 
A lot of success in life comes from 
choice based on what you want, 
what drives your passion, so fol-
low your heart – don’t be timid 
about hard work and passion for 
whatever you do,” said Brincker-
hoff during her presentation at 
All-School Meeting.

TIFFANY CHANG

David Nathan ’47
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Nathan was one of the first to develop a drug to rid the blood of excess iron.

Thomas J. Hudner Jr. ’43

After graduating from Ando-
ver, Captain Thomas J. Hudner 
Jr. ’43 attended the United States 
Naval Academy and received his 
wings in 1949. During the Battle 
of Chosin Reservoir in the Kore-
an War, Hudner earned the Con-
gressional Medal of Honor for his 
courage in attempting to rescue 
his wingman, Jesse Brown, from 
an airplane crash. 

“There was smoke coming out 
from underneath the cowling of 
the airplane. I thought that by 
the time a helicopter could get 
up there, [Jesse’s] plane may have 
caught on fire. So I made the deci-
sion to make a landing close to his, 
because I felt that it was a feasi-
ble choice that I could land okay,” 
said Hudner in a video interview 
produced for Andover by Charles 
Stuart ’62. 

Hudner crash-landed his own 
plane onto the mountain about 
one-hundred yards from Brown, 
and suffered only a minor back 
injury. Brown’s leg was stuck be-
tween the crushed fuselage and 
the cockpit, so Hudner could not 
pull him out. When the rescue 
helicopter arrived, Brown still re-
mained stuck in the plane. Soon, 
darkness fell, and there was no 
way the helicopter would be able 
to fly back at night.

“[Pilot Charlie Ward] gave me 
the choice of going with him and 
leaving Jesse there, or staying 
there, which would’ve been sui-
cide – I’m quite sure when we left 
[Jesse], he had passed away,” said 
Hudner.

Four months later, Hudner 
learned that he was a recipient of 
the Congressional Medal of Hon-
or. 

Following the battle, Hudner 
served aboard several U.S. Navy 

ships and eventually became the 
Executive Officer of the USS Kit-
ty Hawk during the Vietnam War. 
After Vietnam, he worked with 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff at the Pen-
tagon. 

Hudner received the many 
other prestigious awards for his 
service, including the Legion of 
Merit, the Air Medal, the Bronze 
Star Medal. After his retirement 
from duty in 1973, Hudner contin-
ued to work for veteran organiza-
tions around the U.S. In May 2012, 
the Secretary of the Navy named a 
guided missile destroyer the USS 
Thomas Hudner.

Hudner grew up in Fall River, 
Mass., and followed in the foot-
steps of his father and uncle in 
attending Andover. A star athlete, 
as well as a member of the Advi-
sory Council, the Interfraternity 
Board, and the Student Council, 
Hudner was very involved in ex-
tracurricular clubs during his time 
at Andover.

Hudner found that his experi-
ence at Andover crafted his char-
acter, and prepared him for the 
Naval Academy. In addition to his 
father and uncle, his three young-
er brothers attended Andover as 

well. 
“My father has always loved 

Andover,” said Thomas Hudner 
III, Hudner’s son, who spoke on 
behalf of his father at All-School 
Meeting. “He loved it as a student, 
and he loves it as an alumnus. That 
is something I learned from a very 
young age. His father had attend-
ed Andover, and his three younger 
brothers followed. While his pride 
at Andover was never overt or 
boastful, it was always very clear 
that this school held deep mean-
ing for him.”

“I can remember the very first 
thing that I saw coming up here 
was the Bell Tower. I could see 
it through the trees, and the Bell 
Tower for the first few nights I 
stayed here woke me up every 15 
minutes. It was happy times,” said 
Hudner of his time at Andover.

“Andover stood for an awful 
lot that I always had been brought 
up to believe. I’m very proud, and 
I think the education that we get 
here is providing our country with 
a bunch of leaders [whose] prima-
ry purpose is to not get big bucks, 
but to be good citizens,” said Hud-
ner.

RACHEL CHANG

Soiya Gecaga ’92

Soiya Gecaga ’92, Founder and 
Executive Director of the We the 
Change Foundation, knew she had 
to take action to help her home 
country in the wake of the 2007 
Kenyan general election, during 
the period of violence known as 
the 2007-2008 Kenyan Crisis.

In a video message played at 
All-School Meeting (ASM), Geca-
ga said, “I remember sitting at my 
computer at work in London and 
watching these horrific scenes 
unfolding. There was fire on the 
streets, tires burning, things that 
we had never experienced before 
in our country. I was saying to my-
self, ‘What is going on? Why isn’t 
anybody doing anything? What 
can be done?’ As I kept thinking 
in my head, I said ‘Actually, Soiya, 
what are you doing?’ ”

Gecaga, who was born in Ken-
ya, founded the We the Change 
Foundation to provide opportu-
nities to Kenyan children grow-
ing up in poverty. The foundation 
funds a quality preschool educa-

tion and raises awareness of the 
movement to improve education 
policy. We the Change hopes to 
empower groups and individuals 
to form one united global commu-
nity, according to the foundation’s 
website. 

After graduating from Andover 
and earning her B.A. in Modern 
History at the University of St. An-
drews, Gecaga worked as a lawyer 
in London, eventually moving to 
a firm that specialized in charity 
and corporate law. Gecaga quit 
her job in London after witnessing 
the violence of the 2007 election 
in Kenya, moving back to Kenya 
to give back to local communities. 

“I walked into my former 
boss’s office [in London], and I 
said to him, ‘Steven, all of this hor-
ror is unfolding in Kenya. I don’t 
know what I’m going to do, but 
I need to go home.’ He said, ‘I’ve 
already got four ladies on mater-
nity leave, Soiya, so if I let you go, 
I’m going to have to hire someone 
else. You’re going to have to make 
the leap.’ And I’m so incredibly 
grateful to him for that, because 
he actually gave me the little push 

out of the nest that I needed,” said 
Gecaga.

Upon her return to Africa, 
Gecaga visited some of the con-
tinent’s largest urban slums. She 
became troubled by the multitude 
of young orphans and vulnerable 
children who lived mostly unsu-
pervised in the city of Nairobi. 

“I thought to myself that 
there’s a way in which we can get 
to children where they learn and 
shape their experience that will 
probably have a positive outcome 
later in life. I really felt like that 
was where I could make a differ-
ence,” said Gecaga.

“We started out with five chil-
dren in a little tiny room, then 
we had ten children, then 15, 30, 
and now we support 60 children 
through kindergarten, through 
their early childhood experience,” 
continued Gecaga.

Gecaga, the granddaughter of 
Jomo Kenyatta, the first President 
of Kenya after the country won its 
independence from Britain, cred-
its Andover with instilling in her 
the values of Non Sibi and inspir-
ing her love of volunteering.

“Ultimately, I left Andover and 
I had no idea that this was where 
my life would take me, that this 
was where my life would lead. I’m 
just so grateful, so filled with grat-
itude to Andover, to the commu-

nity, because this aspect and this 
ethos of Non Sibi is something I 
carry forth with me. In my own 
little way, I’ve also carried it forth 
into what I do in Nairobi,” said 
Gecaga. 

STAFF REPORT

COURTESY OF ADAM ROBERTS
Hudner received the Congressional Medal of Honor for his bravery.

COURTESY OF ADAM ROBERTS

Gecaga founded We the Change to help vulnerable children in Kenya.

David Nathan ’47, the Robert 
A. Stranahan Distinguished Pro-
fessor of Pediatrics at Harvard 
Medical School, is internation-
ally recognized for his scientific 
and clinical contributions to the 
field of hematology, the study of 
the physiology of the blood. 

Nathan did not always know 
he wanted to go into medicine. In 
fact, he studied English in college 
before deciding that it would be 
better to go to medical school.

During his presentation at All-
School Meeting, Nathan said, “I 
went on to Harvard to be an En-
glish major and go on and teach 
at some place like [Andover]. 
But I didn’t have the talent, so 
I went into medicine. Harvard 
Medical School gave me an enor-
mous opportunity to explore on 
my own. I took that opportunity, 
and I began to learn how much I 

love seeing unusual patients with 
difficult problems and trying to 
solve them.” 

After getting his MA from 
Harvard Medical School, Nathan 
went to the National Institute of 
Health to serve his draft obliga-
tion, and was assigned to the field 
of hematology. He first worked at 
Brigham and Women’s Hospital, 
and then moved on to serve as 
the chair of his department and 
physician-in-chief at the Chil-
dren’s Hospital in Boston, be-
fore becoming president of the 
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute. 
Nathan is currently working in-
dependently to find a treatment 
for sickle cell disease.

“I was chief of hematology at 
Children’s for 20 years, and that 
was my best job. I loved that job 
because I was surrounded by 
young people who wanted to be 
hematologists. I wanted to talk 
about hematology, and for those 
20 years I just did nothing but he-

matology and train those young 
people,” said Nathan in an inter-
view with The Phillipian.

“It’s been a long career, and I 
did most of my work on inher-
ited diseases of the red blood 
cells, and I made a lot of contri-
butions, but the most important 
ones were developing treatments 
for the complications of anemias. 
One of the biggest complications 
is transfusion, because if you give 
patients a lot of transfused blood, 
you’re giving them iron, and they 
develop iron overload. I was one 
of the first to develop good meth-
ods for getting rid of excess iron 
with drugs,” said Nathan.

Nathan has authored more 
than 270 scientific papers. 
Among his many honors, he was 
awarded the National Medal of 
Science and the John Howland 
Medal, the American Pediatric 
Society’s highest honor. He has 
been a visiting professor at teach-
ing hospitals in several foreign 
countries, and he recently re-
ceived an honorary degree from 
the University of Athens for his 
work on the prevention of thal-
assemia.

Nathan encouraged students 
interested in medicine to keep an 
open mind about which area to 
specialize in.

“I would advise people who 
want to be doctors to see med-
icine as this vast field. Don’t 
have any preconceived notions. I 
guess I’m using myself as an illus-
tration. It’s a vast field, there’s so 
much opportunity in it. If you go 
into medicine, you should just go 
in with a great open mind. Find-
ing yourself, where you fit into 
this vast array, [is] a wonderful 
thing,” said Nathan.

PATRICIA THOMPSON
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HOOK-UP 
CULTURE: 

What Has Changed?

An In-Depth Look at Andover’s 
“Hook-up Culture”

Members of the community 
often acknowledge an overar-
ching hook-up culture in An-
dover’s social scene. Accord-
ing to students, this hook-up 
culture stems from student 
preference for one-time sex-
ual “hookups” over long-term 
committed relationships. Stu-
dents have said that hookups 
are often facilitated by social 
events or set-ups through mu-
tual friends.  

Andover’s administration 
has neither condemned nor 
encouraged intimate relation-
ships between students, but it 
has acknowledged that teenag-
ers often experiment and ma-
ture sexually and romantically 
throughout their high school 
years. 

According to the 2016-2017 

Blue Book, “Awareness and 
acceptance of identity – one’s 
own and others’ – is a central 
developmental stage of ado-
lescence… [Andover’s] aim is 
to prepare them to face the 
independent choices and con-
sequences they will encounter 
both in college and throughout 
their adult lives.”

Jennifer Elliott ’94, Dean of 
Students and Residential Life, 
said, “I would say I acknowl-
edge [a hook-up culture] likely 
exists. It’s not something that 
makes me particularly com-
fortable or proud. I think there 
is lots of work that we can be 
doing to make these dynamics 
as healthy as possible.”

“We want to meet kids 
where they are and have them 
think about and examine their 

behaviors and make sure they 
are acting in ways that are in 
line with their own values and 
with expectations of our com-
munities,” she continued.

During the Fall Term of the 
2013-2014 school year, a poli-
cy was implemented that pro-
hibited the student body from 
grinding at dances to encour-
age a culture of safety and con-
sent. The administration has 
taken further action to encour-
age healthy relationships by 
hosting several conversations 
on sexuality and consent, such 
as inviting Laci Green, a video 
blogger and sex educator, to 
speak at All-School Meeting 
this year.

“As a young [Junior] there are definitely expectations that are given down 
from upperclassmen. There’s a realization of the type of people that were 
involved in the hook-up culture and the type that were excluded, and what 
I noticed from my experience, from me and my friends, is that girls of color 
are widely excluded from the hook-up culture at Andover or they’re given 
this small and different hook-up culture.”

“On one hand, [the hook-up culture] is not very 
personal, it’s all done through [mutual friends] 
and they ask you and then you don’t talk [with the 
person] until you hook up. Then there’s also the 
fact that guys get praise if they hook up with a lot 
of girls, but girls get a lot of [backlash] for it.”

“I thought that, when I came in here, and I didn’t get with a person, other 
people who had been getting with people would almost look down on me for 
it. And there would be a little bit of a disconnect there. I would almost be dis-
connected from those people who had been [hooking up] with other people, 
the people that are a big part of the hook-up culture.” 

“A lot of times, students don’t talk about [hook-
up culture], so when the situation comes around, 
they don’t know how to react nor what to do. Of-
ten times, sexual aggression of any sort, does not 
happen because the person is always malicious, 
but rather it sometimes happens because the 
person doesn’t know that they should be asking 
for certain cues. Now, it’s not an excuse anymore; 
students are expected to know that this is how to 
treat another person and that this is how you ap-
proach these types of situations, and hopefully we 
can have a safer community because of it.”

“I think that the school has definitely tried to discourage hook-up culture 
a little bit through canceling Gelb [dance] and things. We never really ap-
preciated how loosey-goosey it was until they started cracking down. They 
might have perceived that the hook-up culture could be kind of a problem. 
Obviously you don’t want any issues of consent on campus, and I think that’s 
probably what they were trying to avoid by making those changes.”

“[Junior] Year, we were coming right after Fem-
inism Equals Equality (F=E), so the idea of sex 
being taboo was being diminished, and hooking 
up as a part of the conversation of empowerment 
became more popular. Maybe I just started see-
ing it more because I knew about it. I think that 
banning grinding was important because it had 
a lot to do with encouraging consent on campus. 
Also that year, there was a problem with predatory 
activity at a Pine Knoll dance. I still think it did 
contribute to making the hook-up culture a little 
bit safer because it wasn’t like you were afraid of 
being accosted from behind, you’re afraid of being 
rejected. And people who didn’t pursue consent 
had to come to terms with that.”

Ellie Formisano ’17

Abdelaziz Bahnasy ’17

Myers Hogan ’19

August White ’17

Ben Zhang ’17

Annie Donahue ’18

Isabel Jauregui ’17

Payan Dedicates Long Hours to Serving Andover Community

“One cannot eat while serv-
ing food or while being behind 
a line, seeing how [Paresky 
staff ] has a [designated] time 
for that. Sometimes we break 
the rules if we are very thirsty, 
but normally we can’t eat nor 
drink behind the line in which 
food is being served. Also, if we 
grab food with the glove that 
we use to serve food, we have 
to make sure that we change it 
because we don’t want to mix 
different foods together,” said 
Payan. 

Even though Payan’s work 
hours are from Monday to 
Friday, special occasions of-
ten arise that lead to extend-
ed work hours, whether it be 
on a regular weekday or for a 

specific event throughout the 
weekend. 

“I often have to prepare food 
for special events whenever the 
school tells me to, such as on 
festive days like Thanksgiving. 
If the event aligns with [Pare-
sky staff ’s] regular work hours, 
our food stations take priority 
over the event. This leads to 
someone being found that can 
cover the event instead,” said 
Payan. 

“Last Saturday, since it was 
Family Weekend, I had to come 
here and work around 11 hours 
preparing and serving food for 
the parents,” said Payan.

Apart from the special 
events, there have been in-
stances in the past where Payan 
and his coworkers have had to 
spend the night in Paresky due 
to severe weather. Accord-

ing to Payan, Paresky is fully 
equipped with beds that are 
placed in designated spaces for 
the workers.

“I had to spend the night 
on two occasions because of 
snowstorms last year. [Most of 
the Paresky staff ] slept in the 
building. [My co-workers and 
I] had to spend the night, be-
cause the students and teach-
ers need to get breakfast the 
next day and if we had left, 
we wouldn’t have been able 
to come back in the midst of a 
storm,” said Payan.

Editor’s Note: Conversa-
tions with Nestor Payan were 
conducted in Spanish and were 
translated from Spanish to En-
glish by Juan Pablo Ramos Bar-
roso, Associate News Editor for 
The Phillipian.

Continued  from A1, Col. 3
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Payan sometimes speaks in Spanish with students lining up for stir-fry.

“I believe that the term ‘hookup’ is intentionally ambiguous and vague, and 
can range from casual hand-holding to more explicit sexual acts. It’s just 
vague, because people still aren’t willing to openly talk about these things like 
I am right now. They choose to use this extremely vague term because of so-
cial stigmas against teenagers engaging in such behavior, such behavior being 
a vague term itself as well.” Vincent Fan ’20

“I think as a Lower coming in here, [the hook-up culture] was definitely 
more prevalent and it probably does still exist, I might just be unaware of it, 
but as I’ve gotten older it’s sort of faded out. Mostly when I was a Lower, or 
hearing about my friends as [Juniors] – because I wasn’t here [Junior] year – 
there was a big dynamic between older Senior boys and younger, new girls, 
and I feel like that’s not really existent anymore. ”

Winkler Founds Competition-Based Research Initiative

The objective of the pro-
gram is to give more students 
the opportunity to do research 
on a broad range of topics not 
already offered by Indepen-
dent Projects, the Brace Cen-
ter for Gender Studies, or the 
Community and Multicultural 
Development Office (CAMD). 
The ability to research, Blake 
says, is an essential skill for 
students – even long after they 
graduate from Andover.

“We’re using competition 
lightly. It’s fun to compete but 
obviously the doors are open 
for anybody to submit their 
work. I’m hoping it’s less about 
the competition and more 
about profiling student re-
search and intellectual output 
on that front. [This program] 
is interdisciplinary in a way. 
It’s not all about race, class, or 

gender. It could be about sci-
ence. It could be about math. It 
could be about English or His-
tory--whatever. In that way it 
makes [the program] unique,” 
said Barker.

Unlike classroom projects, 
the research aspect of the pro-
gram will emphasize student 
independence and initiative. 
Participants’ decisions and 
attention to detail will ulti-
mately determine the quality 
of the end result.  For supple-
mental support, one librarian 
will be assigned to each stu-
dent and assist in helping them 
find, choose, and properly cite 
sources as well as further de-
velop their projects. 

“Here in the library we see 
so many students who want to 
do independent research proj-
ects. We wanted to have the op-
portunity for students to come 
up with their own research 
projects that wouldn’t fit with-

in the traditional IP confines. 
This was a way to really help 
students get something that 
was self-directed, interdis-
ciplinary, and could result in 
whatever they wanted so they 
could learn more about some-
thing that they were passionate 
about,” said Liza Oldham, one 
of the Research and Instruc-
tional Design Libraries who 
will be assisting with the pro-
gram. 

Students need no prior ex-
perience or qualifications to 
apply. Interested students are 
encouraged to email Winkler 
or Barker, and applications will 
be released in an email from 
Barker this weekend. 

“I think [the purpose of the 
program] is to instill in young 
people research skills and the 
quality of having an inquiring 
mind and always asking ques-
tions.  If you are really looking 
forward in your life to finding 

information, you’ll be a life 
long learner, and it’s the life 
long learners that really make 
this world interesting. Because 
they are based in inquiry and 

that’s really the goal here. To 
make people think and ques-
tion things,” said Blake.

L.GROSSBARD/THE PHILLIPIAN
Winkler received an Abbot Grant to fund her project.

Continued  from A1 Col. 5
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Students Tackle Topics of Race, Gender, and Class in the Classroom

“If there is to be some sort 
of coexistence [of different 
identities] and an affirmation 
of that, then there needs to be 
an active attempt within the 
classroom and outside of it. To 
acknowledge that and then ac-
knowledge that different peo-
ple have different needs and 
that [Andover] should be built 
around cultivating those rath-
er than sliding,” Prescott con-
tinued. 

Towards the end of fall term, 
Andover students complete an 
annual survey to evaluate their 
teachers and course curricu-
lum. Many of the questions are 
focused on race, gender, and 
class, and their prevalence in 
daily discussions. 

In English courses, much of 
the discussion on race, gender, 
and class relies on the assigned 
reading.

“[It] depends on what the 
students have read the night 
before.  Some readings – Amy 
Tan’s ‘Mother Tongue,’ Lars 
Eighner’s ‘On Dumpster Div-
ing,’ and Alice Walker’s ‘In 
Search of Our Mothers’ Gar-
dens,’ to name but a few – lead 
directly toward discussions 
[on race, gender, and class]. 
Other readings can sometimes 
take us there more indirectly,” 
said Kohn in an email to The 
Phillipian.   

Because of differing stu-
dent body of each class, stu-
dents may be more inclined to 
speak on one sole aspect. Jen-
nifer Lu ’19 explains how her 
English-200 class rarely men-
tions topics related to race.

“Right now, our textbook is 
short stories, and they’re all 
written by old white men. We 
should be incorporating arti-
cles and other stories by wom-
en of color and modern stuff 
that we can really connect to,” 
said Lu.

Grace Rademacher ’18 has a 
slightly different experience, 
as her English-300 class ex-
plores race, gender, and class 
through reading Native Amer-
ican literature. 

“My class does a really, re-
ally good job of incorporating 
race, gender, and class into 
daily discussions.We’ve been 
reading about different disad-
vantaged groups like Native 
Americans on reservations in 

America or in Canada. We’ve 
been talking about race and 
what it’s like to be a Native 
American in America, and 
what it’s like to be caught in 
that almost warzone on reser-
vations,” Rademacher said in 
an interview with The Phillip-
ian. 

“Also, a lot of the books that 
we’re reading have depiction 
of really strong women, and we 
talk about feminism in terms 
of America and American soci-
ety. Class is also tied into the 
issue of Native American peo-
ple because they’ve been dis-
advantaged in getting jobs and 
rights. We’ve definitely been 
talking about all three,” she 
continued. 

Most Religion and Philoso-
phy classes integrate the three 
topics into the classroom well. 
As a student in “Religions of 
the Book” taught by Onaje Off-
ley-Woodbine, Instructor in 
Religion and Philosophy, Alex 
El Adl ’19 described how race, 
gender, and class are closely 
intertwined with the course 
material, and with each other.

“When we’re learning about 
Christianity, we’re learning 
about how African-American 
churches are different from 
white churches. Last class we 
were discussing how religion 
ties into social injustice, and 
in Judaism, we were talking 
about how women affect the 
religion,” said El Adl.

Discussions about race, gen-
der, and class are also promi-
nent in History courses, espe-
cially about their influence on 
the modern world. Marisela 
Ramos, Instructor in History 
and Social Science, has these 
topics in mind when creating 
the course syllabus and mate-
rial for each class she teaches.

“How can we use what 
we’re learning in the class to 
better understand the world 
and have better relationships 
and interactions with people 
that you’re going to face in the 
world? When I’m preparing 
myself and those classes, [race, 
gender, and class] are things 
I’m always very aware to bring 
in,” said Ramos.

“It feels like the one [Ando-
ver] is dealing with the most 
is race, both in classes and 
even amongst the interactions 
we have with each other that. 
Class is something we have a 
really hard time dealing with 

here and we tend to lump gen-
der and sexuality into one. 
We’ve got a lot more to learn 
about how to have those dis-
cussions,” she continued. 

Kaitlin Lim ’20, who cur-
rently takes History-101, em-
phasized how history cours-
es should incorporate more 
discussions about the histo-
ry of traditionally marginal-
ized gender, race, and ethnic 
groups. 

“I feel like [history] should 
be more about either race or 
gender, because in a lot of dif-
ferent civilizations, women 
have played a subordinate role 
in history and they’ve been 
marginalized a lot, and that 
also goes for a lot of minority 
races, because we tend to learn 
more about the histories of 
the Americas or Europe rather 
than learning about the history 
of people in Africa,” said Lim. 

“History repeats itself, so 
it’s better to learn from the 
patterns and mistakes people 
have made in the past and in-
corporate that [to] see how we 
can solve most modern prob-
lems,” she continued. 

Unlike Humanities, Science, 

Technology, Engineering, and 
Mathematics (STEM) classes 
lack discussions of race, gen-
der, and class due to differing 
emphasis of course material 
and curriculum. 

Jose Peralta, Instructor in 
Biology, suggested that STEM 
teachers could create a class-
room that embraces all race, 
gender, and class by building 
better connections with a di-
verse body of students.   

“I think the best way to do 
it is to be culturally responsive 
in your classroom, which can 
take any form, but [the] key [is] 
trying to incorporate things to-
gether because the classrooms 
are becoming more culturally 
diverse. It is about acknowl-
edging who your students are 
and relating to them in some 
way to teach certain concepts. 
It doesn’t matter where you’re 
from, or what your background 
is, if you can use that example 
to teach a concept, you get the 
point across and then later, you 
can teach the terminology,” 
said Peralta. 

Prescott highlighted the im-
portance of educating second-
ary school students with race, 

gender, and class in relation to 
everyday civic duties.

“I am a firm believer that 
it is no coincidence that the 
right to vote coincides with 
the end of mandatory of K-12 
education in the U.S. The idea 
is that when you enter society 
as a voting member, you need 
to understand what your vote 
means and who it’s going to 
impact. If our schools are try-
ing to create informed, demo-
cratic citizens that are capable 
of critiquing and interrogating 
society, they need to under-
stand not just their own expe-
riences, but other people’s ex-
periences,” said Prescott.

“Because the truth is, when 
you go and vote, you’re not 
impacting just yourself. And 
if you go in there with sort 
of a narrow-track mind, then 
you’re going to end up with 
narrow-track policies that end 
up influencing the way oth-
er people live. If you want to 
change the system, you have to 
understand the whole system, 
not just one person’s experi-
ence in that system,” he con-
tinued. 

Continued  from A1, Col. 5
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Alex Fleury ’20 and Tafari Friday ’20 discuss an assignment in their Spanish 100 class. 

978-975-1230
733 Turnpike St.
North Andover
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a 12  ounce soda for

$16.99 For 2 Pizzas
Special: 
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$8.95

Ben Zhang ’17
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A Definitive Guide to the 4x5 Schedule

Pinga Raises Awareness Of 
Food Insecurity at World 

Food Prize Conference

“I definitely became more 
aware of the food insecurity 
issue in the world. I learned 
that it’s really an oppressing 
issue. A lot of people are af-
fected by it, and there’s a lot in 
the world that we don’t know,” 
said Pinga.

Attendees were also able to 
participate in an Oxfam Hun-
ger Banquet. At the banquet, 
each diner receives a different 
meal, determined randomly 
by raffle to represent the way 
in which people are born into 
different socioeconomic priv-
ilege. Pinga hopes to bring 
some of her experiences back 
to Andover by possibly host-
ing a similar event on campus. 
The event would raise funds to 
help support Oxfam’s mission 
to alleviate global poverty.

“I would just like to raise 
awareness of the severity of 
food insecurity in the world. 
Here at Andover, it’s some-
times tough to look outside 
and realize our most basic 
privileges. It was surprising 
to me how much people were 
involved in it and so I’m tak-
ing those perspectives and re-
lating them to my experiences 
now. I actually want to pursue 
this line of work now after this 
conference. It was very inspir-
ing and overall amazing,” said 
Pinga.

Pinga said she was more 

thankful for the opportunity 
to attend the conference.

“I would definitely encour-
age other students to partici-
pate in this conference. It was 
such an amazing experience, 
and [it] completely trans-
formed the way I think and 
see the world. It sort of ex-
poses you to the problems that 
they’re trying to fix. The prize 
was going to the conference 
and being able to experience 
it. It was an honor to be there 
and an honor to represent 
Massachusetts,” said Pinga.

Continued  from A1, Col. 5
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COURTESY OF ANDREW HOUSIAUX

With the 4x5 Schedule, classes meet only three times per week.

By incorporating fewer 
classes in a term, the new 4x5 
Schedule works to encourage 
a deeper and more engaged 
learning style. Teachers will be 
trained to work with the longer, 
75-minute class periods.

Classes will meet three times 
per week, at different periods 
each day. Each week day, stu-
dents will have three 75-minute 
classes (including free periods), 
with a two-hour-long lunch pe-
riod between the second and 
third class. In a four-term sys-
tem, students will take, at most, 
four classes per term and have 
one free period, with the excep-

tion of Lowers taking Physical 
Education as their fifth class.

All students and faculty will 
have lunch during the same 
two-hour period, but its ex-
tended length should give stu-
dents enough time to eat, do 
homework, or have music les-
sons.  

All current “year-long” 
classes, such as lab sciences 
and certain history classes, will 
remain as three-term classes, 
with a possible gap term in be-
tween. For instance, a Biolo-
gy 100 class may meet during 
terms one, two, and four. The 
administration considers this 

system to be an opportunity for 
teachers to reflect on students’ 
memory and recollection, fram-
ing their teaching style in a way 
that is supported by the three-
term gap format. All 100- and 
200-level language classes, ex-
cept for Russian and German, 
have requested to be taught in 
three consecutive terms.

The school year will contin-
ue to begin around Labor Day, 
and Commencement will still 
take place on the first Sunday in 
June. The finals week of Term 
One will occur in early Novem-
ber, when many college early 
applications are due. Spring 

Break will move to the period 
between Terms Three and Four, 
and Thanksgiving and Winter 
Break will remain approximate-
ly the same, said Christopher 
Jones, a member of the 4x5 
Planning Committee, which led 
an informational forum in the 
Freeman Room of the Oliver 
Wendell Holmes Library this 
week. 

The 4x5 Schedule aims to 
be student-centered, focus-
ing on sustaining a culture of 
intellectual engagement and 
maintaining student health and 
well-being, according to Andy 
Housiaux, who also led the in-

formational forum. 
To support these goals, the 

new schedule will push back 
the start time of daily classes 
to 8:30 a.m., allowing students 
to get more sleep during school 
days. A four-year Health and 
Wellness curriculum will be 
incorporated in order to em-
phasizes individual well-being 
and foster a culture of mutual 
respect and understanding on 
campus.

Although most of the sched-
ule has been nailed-down for 
use next year, decisions are still 
being made before the schedule 
is officially finalized.

What Do Next Year’s Seniors 
Think About The 4x5?

“I’m a fan of the focus on health for students. A lot 
of the time, students are too engaged in trying to do 
all the things they can at Andover so they sacrifice 
sleep, which leads them to lead an unhealthy life-
style. I feel like the focus the faculty have on in-
creasing the amount of sleep that students have and 
decreasing the courses allows for a greater focus on 
those courses which leads to a greater engagement.”

“I feel like the administration could do better when 
things are decided, putting the information out to 

students in the form of maybe an email or some oth-
er form of communication. I feel like students tend 
to accidentally misinform each other and just create 
mass hysteria. I think the administration could work 
to send out a periodic update, just something so that 

students feel like they’re part of the process, too.”

“I think that the 4x5 schedule offers a chance for an 
improved experience for students if the transition is 
handled correctly among the teachers. There should 

be a clear maximum level of homework that the 
teachers should have to abide by.”

“I am not a huge fan of the fact that some of the finals weeks line up with im-
portant dates, especially for Seniors. Early college apps are going to be due right 

after fall finals week and I don’t really feel like I got much of an answer as to 
why, tonight… I would really like to be able to have a sheet of paper just laying 
out the logistics and data behind everything they are planning and claiming, 

whether I like it or not.”

“I really enjoy most parts of the new schedule like 
sleeping late, fewer classes per day, etc. Howev-

er, I find the institution’s unwillingness to make a 
reasonable accommodation for a five course load 
exceedingly irresponsible. It is practically feasible, 

since they do it for 10th grade P.E., and beneficial to 
talented students.”

“The forum cleared up a lot of my concerns about how the 4x5 schedule would 
work. It showed a new sense of transparency between faculty and students. I found 
that the new schedule offered a lot of free time for students to pursue outside inter-
est and to complete homework with enough time to sleep. One of the most exciting 

things the new schedule has to offer is the ability to take, for instance, a biology 
course at different times of the day.”

James McMurtrie ’18

Hannah Garth ’18

Mekedas Belayneh ’18

Tyler Craigwell ’18

Buzzy Barrow ’18

Dani Valverde ’18

S.ZENGER/THE PHILLIPIAN

Pinga wrote her paper on 
cancer-causing aflatoxins.

“Mo-Bros” Grow Mustaches for Movember 

“It all started with Mr. Hoe-
nig, who was the first Movem-
ber participant on campus to 
my knowledge six years ago. 
He was involved with a group 
of friends who were not mem-
bers of the PA faculty, and af-
ter that initial voyage on his 
own, he reached out to a num-
ber of peers on campus to see 
if anyone might be interested, 
and the PA-Stacios were born,” 
said Silversides. 

The PA-Stacios hope that 
their mustaches’ bold looks 
will draw people into conver-
sations about men’s wellness.

“We get together as a team 
to put on these mustaches that 

become billboards for men’s 
health, and the idea is that in-
ternationally, while everybody 
is growing a mustache, we’re 
calling attention to something 
and we can use this to start 
conversations with people. I 
usually have a beard, so this 
is really shocking for me, for 
my family, my friends, and my 
students, so the absence of my 
beard is an instant conversa-
tion starter,” said Mark Cutler, 
Instructor in Spanish, Co-Di-
rector of Outdoor Pursuits, and 
team member of PA-Stacios.

“But then, as they see this 
thing growing on my face that 
is starting to take shape, like 
this weekend I’m going to start 
to sculpt it, and then people 
might comment. That’s the 
spirit behind Movember, to 

put this thing on our face that 
is a billboard and conversa-
tion starter to talk about men’s 
health, which is something 
that I feel is overlooked not 
only in American society, but 
also globally,” continued Cut-
ler.

Cutler’s favorite aspect of 
PA-Stacios is the bond that is 
created in the pursuit of the 
mustache. 

“My favorite part is proba-
bly the camaraderie with my 
‘Mo-bros,’ the other guys on 
the team, and also the oppor-
tunity to socialize around the 
idea, with students, colleagues, 
my family, friends. That’s what 
it comes down to, the relation-
ships that are developed,” said 
Cutler.

Continued  from A1, Col. 2

COURTESY OF  E.CUTLER
Cutler trades his typical beard for a mustache each November.
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Fourth Consecutive Win for Andover Boys Cross Country

In a tightly-contest-
ed race for first, Captain 
Holden Ringer ’17 sprint-
ed past Deerfield’s front 
runner on the Great Lawn, 
earning first place for An-
dover Boys Cross Coun-
try. Ringer finished with a 
season best time of 16:33, 
leading Andover to its 20-
39 win over Deerfield this 
past Saturday. The team’s 
win added to its perfect re-
cord of 4-0 this the season.

Alongside Ringer’s 
strong finish, Nathan 
Goldthwaite ’18, Giacomo 
Marino ’18, and Alex Fleu-
ry ’20, all finished before 
Deerfield’s number two, 
who was closely followed 
by Jacob Buehler ’19. 

Taking advantage of 
their knowledge of Ando-
ver’s home course, many 
Andover runners out-
stripped Deerfield’s top 
runners on the Great Lawn 
during the last stretch of 
the race. 

Goldthwaite said, “I was 
really proud of the way we 
gave it our all. There was 
a moment, on the Great 
Lawn, where Deerfield’s 
number two runner was 
about ten seconds ahead 
of me. I ended up kicking 
past him, and after the 
race I found out that Alex 
Fleury had gotten in front 
of him too, just before the 

finish line.”
“That drive our team 

showed is the kind of fire 
we’ll bring to [Phillips Ex-
eter Academy] next week, 
and then Interschols the 
weekend after,” continued 

Goldthwaite.
A number of Andover 

runners had strong indi-
vidual performances to 
bolster the team win. Sam 
Tobin ’18 said, “Deerfield 
was certainly a stronger 

team than we were expect-
ing, and yet we rose to the 
challenge. So many mem-
bers of the team set per-
sonal records, which we 
love to see.”

“It was a great race for 

everyone, and especially 
for Sam Tobin and Sebas-
tian Bishop, who went un-
der 18 minutes for the first 
time,” said Marino. 

Marino continued, “I 
think the performances we 

saw on Saturday are an in-
dication of the all the work 
we have been doing so far, 
and it shows our readiness 
for the final two races.”

Securing a perfect re-
cord this season has been 
no easy feat, but the team’s 
leadership and diligence 
in practice have ensured a 
successful season. 

Head Coach Jeff Domi-
na wrote in an email to The 
Phillipian, “I’m honored 
to work with my fellow 
coaches, Sean Hyland, Jake 
Kohn, and Dan Schneider, 
as well as with our su-
perb team captain, Holden 
Ringer ’17, and his many 
teammates who also bring 
substantial leadership to 
the program. In practice, 
we work together to build 
strength and speed.  Many 
of the runners began their 
training way back in June, 
and that effort is paying off 
now.  Week to week, we 
coaches design workouts 
informed by recent race 
performances and the fea-
tures of the next course on 
which we’ll race, as well 
as by a sense of what the 
runners need to peak at 
the end of the season. This 
year our final dual meet is 
at Exeter, and so is Inter-
schols, our championship.  
It’s a really exciting way to 
end a great season.” 

Combining coaching 
and team skill, Andover 
hopes to add to its unde-
feated record with a win 
against Exeter this Satur-
day. 

ALUMNIFEATURE

Matt Hyde ’92: Scouting in the MLB

Roughly 25 students 
gathered in Susie’s on 
Wednesday night to listen 
to Matt Hyde ’92 discuss 
his experiences evaluating 
athletes as a scout in Major 
League Baseball (MLB) for 
the New York Yankees, and 
the increased emphasis on 
analytics in his field. 

Hyde has scouted for the 
Yankees for 11 years. Prior 
to his time in the MLB, he 
attended the University of 
Michigan, where he was a 
four-year letterwinner as 
a catcher. Additionally, he 
also coached teams in the 
Cape Cod Baseball League. 
During his visit to Andover, 
Hyde emphasized a fun-
damental shift in the way 
baseball players are now 
being evaluated. Analytics 
in conjunction with tradi-
tional evaluation methods, 
he said, are helping scouts 
discover and acknowledge 
players who would not have 
stood out with their skills 
alone.

“I go around and I’ve 
got to be an expert on the 
top players in the North-
east, and I see players from 
around the country,” said 
Hyde. “If you deal with 
math, the language of math 
is numbers… the language 
that we have in scouting is 
talking about tools, and we 
have a scale of 20 to 80 and 
that’s how we talk about 
players.”

“And the great addition 
to the world of scouting 
over the past several years 
has been analytics. And 
those analytics help us to 
not miss guys and also to 
reward guys who do things 
well that we might not see 
with our naked eye,” he con-
tinued.

Many students found 
Hyde’s presentation to be 
engaging,  as it provided 
them with a new perspec-
tive on the analytical tools 

that are shaping baseball 
today.

“I always like listening 
to Matt Hyde,” said Travis 
Lane ’18. “He brings up a 
lot of different points about 
how baseball is played and 
how it’s changed over the 
years.”

Jake Zanazzi ’18 said, 
“It was really interesting to 
learn the balance between 
scouts using analytics and 
what they see– how analyt-
ics are becoming a bigger 
part of different sports.”

Prior to the common im-
plementation of analytics in 
professional scouting prac-
tices, Hyde acknowledged 
that even he missed players 
that went on to become top 
MLB performers.

Hyde said, “Kyle Hen-
dricks [of the Chicago Cubs] 
went to Dartmouth, and I 
saw Kyle pitch three times 
his Junior year. I missed 
with Kyle Hendricks– along 
with a lot of other guys. Kyle 
was throwing 88-91 [miles 
per hour]. On our scale, an 
average fastball is 91. So, 
Kyle was barely throwing 
average. The following year, 
my boss had me do a study 
on strikeout rates [to look 
for] a correlation in the sta-
tistics [between success in 
college and MLB] – guys 
who had a strikeout rate of 
nine [per nine innings] or 
greater ended up having 
a good chance of having a 
major league impact– Kyle 
Hendricks, 2011, eighth 
round, he went 10.16 strike-
outs per nine. If I had done 
that study one year earlier, I 
definitely would have been 
on Kyle Hendricks a lot 
more.”

Along with outlining 
the impact of analytics on 
MLB scouting operations, 
Hyde discussed the import-
ant role Andover played in 
pushing him to pursue and 
find success in his passion 
for baseball. He urged stu-
dents to take advantage of 
the opportunity that Ando-

ver provides for them both 
in and outside of the class-
room.

“The teachers that I had 
here at Andover were peo-
ple who were always trying 
to get better themselves. 
And they were learners… 
I know that I always have 
to keep on learning… to get 
better. I wanted everyone 
to come away [from this 
discussion] with [the un-
derstanding] that if they 
love something, pursue it. 
Because if they really love it 
and they put their heart into 
it, they’re going to be able to 
have some of these great ex-
periences,” said Hyde. 

Faculty and students are 
grateful for the opportunity 
to learn from Hyde. 

Andover Baseball Head 
Coach Kevin Graber, who 
helped organize the event, 
said, “I think it’s amazing 
when a graduate of Phillips 
Academy comes back and 
valued his experience at this 
school so much they want 
to come back, share some 
of what they’ve learned 
with current students. Matt 
Hyde does something for a 
living that very few people 
do and a lot of people prob-
ably want to do and think is 
pretty cool.”

“When you’re talking 
about Matt Hyde, you’re 
talking about one of the best 
in the business, so you really 
then have the opportuni-
ty to speak with someone 
who’s really, really skilled at 
their craft and knows a lot,” 
he continued.

CEDRIC ELKOUH

Girls Dominate in Two Wins 

Anezka Kuncova ’17 
fired multiple stellar serves 
to help Andover Girls Vol-
leyball secure a 21-11 set, 
allowing the team to sweep 
Deerfield 3-0 last Satur-
day. Andover continued its 
success this Wednesday, 
capturing a win against St. 
Paul’s and propelling the 
team’s record to 8-6.

 Against Deerfield, Ando-
ver entered the game miss-
ing several of its rotation 
players, including Sidney 
Holder ’17 and Chioma Ug-
wonali ’20. As a result, An-
dover was forced to employ 
new lineups and approach 
the game with a different 
strategy.

“As a team, I think we did 
well adjusting to a new rota-
tion, having to switch from a 
6-2 to a 5-1 because we were 
missing Sidney and Chioma. 

We only had two practices 
with this rotation before Sat-
urday’s match, and I think 
we implemented it well 
because we’re really adap-
tive and can work with new 
things relatively well,” said 
Adaeze Izuegbunam ’20.

Libero Serena Liu ’19 
said, “One thing that really 
worked was our new de-
fense where we kept our 
two-person receive, as well 
as changing our back-row 
defense to where the libero 
would play left-back and the 
outside [would play] mid-
dle-back.”

Although Sewon Park ’17 
was moved from her usual 
position, she performed her 
new role skillfully against 
Deerfield.

Izuegbunam said, “Se-
won Park stood out a lot. 
Our new rotation required 
her to play all the way 
around the court instead of 
her typical front row. She 
received really well and had 
four aces which drove the 
team forward, particularly 
in the third set.”

Andover secured its sec-
ond consecutive win by a 
large margin, defeating St. 
Paul’s 3-1 on Wednesday.

Post-Graduate Margot 
Forti ’17 and Janneke Evans 

’18 both contributed key 
aces against St. Paul’s, when 
on offense. 

What was most notice-
able, however, were the 
vast improvements Ando-
ver made from its previous 
games, particularly a 3-1 loss 
to Nobles earlier in the sea-
son.

Liu said, “Today, we re-
ally came together as a team 
by playing as one. We were 
able to cover many balls that 
we had been struggling with 
in previous games and our 
hitters were able to finish 
off the points with powerful 
hits.”

Izuegbunam said, “The 
team played very well as an 
extremely cohesive unit. 
We’ve given away matches 
before by becoming com-
placent after we demolished 
our opponents in the first 
set. On Saturday, we kept 
our energy and intensity up 
the whole game and sailed 
to a smooth victory against 
Deerfield.”

Andover looks to con-
tinue its two-game winning 
streak this Saturday in its 
matchup against Milton. 

Editor’s Note: Sewon Park 
is a Commentary Editor for 
The Phillipian.

GIRLSVOLLEYBALL

ANDY KIM
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Serena Liu ’19 is known for her serving prowess. 

Two Wins
Field Hockey

B2: Andover earns two cru-
cial wins over Deerfield and 
Nobles. 

Girls Cross Country

B2: Samantha Valentine ’17 
has won every meet she has 
competed in this season.

Football

B4 and B5: The Phillipian 
features the Coach, Captain, 
and Athletes of the Week of 
the Andover Football Team. 

Meet The TeamVictory at Home

LUC PAN

Andover

Deerfield

20

39
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Captain Holden Ringer ’17 came in first against Deerfield.
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Giocamo Marino ’18 has placed first three times this season.

Andover

Deerfield

3

0

Andover

St. Paul’s

3

1
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Hyde was a college catcher. 
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Andover Splits One Goal Games Against Deerfield and Worcester

Coming out with intensity, 
Andover Boys Soccer scored  
within two minutes of the first 
whistle during the Deerfield 
game, securing a 1-0 lead. This 
single goal from Co-Captain 
Henry Meyerrose ’17, com-
bined with shut-down defense, 
allowed Andover to coast to a 
1-0 win. Later in the week, An-
dover fell to Worcester Acade-
my. The team lost 0-1, bringing 
its record to 8-4-2.

 Bringing the ball through 
the middle of the box, Meyer-
rose smashed the ball into the 
bottom left corner of the net. 
Andover was able to shut down 
Deerfield’s offense for the rest 
of game, although Andover did 
not score again. 

Meyerrose said, ‘’We contin-
ued to play our game and tried 
to build on our lead. We got in 
a couple of times but couldn’t 
put another one away.’’ 

Post-Graduate Andriy Proc-
tor ’17 said, “It’s always frus-

trating to not be able to score 
goals when you have many op-
portunities, but all you can do 

is keep going and keep push-
ing. In the end that only goal 
was enough to seal the victo-

ry.’’ 
Deerfield maintained physi-

cal play throughout the game. 

Still, the team’s lead remained 
intact after a great perfor-
mance by Andover’s goalie and 
defense. 

Max Levi ’19, one of the 
team’s goalkeepers, said, 
“Deerfield created many op-
portunities and were especial-
ly lethal on set pieces, but we 
were able to hold them off.’’ 

Defeating a Class-A team 
like Deerfield was beneficial 
for Andover’s postseason goals. 

Morgan Cutts ’18 said, “We 
really want to make playoffs 
and win the championship, so 
Deerfield is a school we’re al-
ways pumped up to play with. 
This was also a big game for 
the postseason picture, and we 
really wanted the win.’’

Worcester, on Wednesday, 
secured its win by slotting in 
a goal in the 12th minute, cap-
italizing on Andover’s slow 
start. 

Proctor said, “Worcester 
came out very physical and 
startled coming out at the be-
ginning of the game. We had 
a few good spells and some 
good opportunities. In a tight 
game like that, one has to fin-
ish these chances, and we can’t 
rely on the opportunities to 
keep coming.’’

After the team’s loss against 
Worcester, Andover hopes to 
find success against Kimball 
Union, another Class-A team, 
this Saturday.

NACHO HIDALGO

Andover Continues Undefeated Streak

Making Andover Girls Cross 
Country history once again, 
Post-Graduate Samantha Valen-
tine ’17 sprinted across the finish 
line with a new Personal Record 
(PR) of 17:39 on Andover’s home 
course. With this phenomenal 
time, Valentine became only the 
second female racer in Andover 
history to run the home course in 
less than 18 minutes. Led by Val-
entine’s record-breaking finish, 
Andover defeated a competitive 
Deerfield team at its only home 
race of the season with a score 
of 23-32. The team’s record now 
stands at an undefeated 4-0. 

“I felt relieved after breaking 
my personal record of 18 min-
utes. It’s a goal I’ve had for a long 
time and it felt right for it to final-
ly happen,” said Valentine.

Michaela Jones ’18 said, “Sa-
mantha works so hard every day, 
and it is awesome to see her work 
paying off. I am really lucky to get 
to train with someone so talent-
ed, dedicated, and encouraging. 
I know she has been trying to 
break 18 minutes for a while, so I 
am really happy that she was able 
to, especially at home.”

Jones also had a standout per-

formance against Deerfield. Add-
ing to her fifth second-place-fin-
ish of the season, Jones set a new 
PR with a time of 18:29.

“It was great to get a [person-
al record] on the [home] course, 
especially because we only have 
one chance to run it this year. 
I’m hoping to get an overall PR 
before the end of the season. My 
goal is to break 18 minutes,” said 
Jones.

As a whole, the entire team 
greatly benefitted from the ad-
vantage of racing on its home 
course.

Jones said, “Running at home 
is definitely an advantage be-
cause when you are familiar with 
a course, you know what is com-
ing next and can mentally pre-
pare. Home meets are also great 
because there are more fans and 
people to cheer us on. I think 
seeing everyone’s families and 
friends made the team motivated 
to run our best.”

Andover is currently one win 
away from an undefeated regular 
season, with only an away meet at 
Phillips Exeter Academy before 
Interschols. However, Andover’s 
northern rivals are sure to put up 
a tough fight.

Captain Morgan Rooney ’17 
said, “Exeter has an extremely 
strong team, so it will definitely 
be a challenge, but if we play to 
our strengths, it should be a good 
day.”

Jones added, “Exeter is our 

biggest competitor and proba-
bly the best team we will face all 
season, so it will be tough to beat 
them and stay undefeated.”

Head Coach Rebecca Hession 
believes that the hard work put 
in by all the runners throughout 
the season has best prepared An-
dover for success. Hession said, 
“Their consistent training from 
summer base work and early sea-
son workouts is starting to show 
up in races. Confidence in their 
preparation will be key for the 
next few races.”

In addition to practice and 
preparation, Andover will need 
to utilize its connection as a 
team. The team’s bond as one 
unit has resulted in great success 
in a challenging league.

Valentine said “The team can 
work together in races and in 
practice by continuing to support 
one another no matter what. In 
that way, we’ll stay undefeated.”

Jones added, “I think if we 
continue to run in packs and 
work together in races, we can 
do it.”

Rooney concluded, “Our team 
is very connected, so not only do 
we want to succeed as individu-
als, but the sense of community 
between us creates a dynamic 
where we, above all, want the 
team to succeed. It has been a 
very positive and supportive en-
vironment that really fosters a 
sense of family and working to-
wards one, larger goal.”

JEFFREY DU

GIRLSCROSSCOUNTRY
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Samantha Valentine ’17 ran Andover’s home course in under 18 minutes.

BOYSSOCCER

Andover

Deerfield

23

32
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Co-Captain Henry Meyerrose ’17 scored the lone goal against Deerfield.

Andover Secures Two Wins Against Deerfield and Nobles

After snagging a pass from 
Ashley Tucker ’18, Emily 
Batchelor ’19 struck a shot past  
Deerfield’s goalie. Her goal se-
cured a 2-0 shutout victory for 
Andover Field Hockey against 
Deerfield last Friday. Later in 
the week, Andover defeated a 
tough Nobles team 2-1, propel-
ling its record to 11-3 with two 
games left in the regular sea-
son.

During the first half of the 
game against Deerfield, An-
dover played with speed and 
strong ball movement, con-
trolling possession in the mid-
field. The high energy and 
quick pace of the first half led 
to an early goal from Lauren 
Overly ’17. 

Meghan Ward ’19 said, “We 
did a nice job controlling the 
middle of the field but strug-
gled to get lots of shots on net. 
Lauren Overly scored very ear-
ly on in the game which was 
something we had been previ-
ously trying to work on, scor-
ing early and not letting up.”

In an email to The Phillipi-
an, Tucker wrote, “We all came 
out ready to play, which is 
something we have struggled 
with in the past, but I think 
the excitement of playing un-
der the lights really got every-
one amped up for the game. 
We had a shutout which was a 

great accomplishment for the 
defense.”

Entering the second half 
with a one-goal lead, Andover 
capitalized on its momentum 
to dominate possession once 
again. Batchelor soon scored 
Andover’s second goal, ce-
menting the team’s lead for the 

rest of the game.
 Andover’s defense played a 

crucial role in its shutout vic-
tory. 

Head Coach Kate Dolan 
said, “The highlight was de-
fensively shutting down [Deer-
field’s] string of corners in the 
second half.”

Andover, on Wednesday, 
added another victory to its 
record with a 2-1 win over No-
bles. Andover started the game 
strong, utilizing precise ball 
movement and quick passes to 
get corners and create several 
scoring opportunities.

Ward put in the first goal of 
the game with an assist from 
Post-Graduate Payton Dona-
to ’17, and added another goal 
in the second half after she 
latched onto a rebounded shot 
from Elizabeth Welch ’18. 

Captain Beth Krikorian ’17 
said, “We came out strong at 
the start and matched their 
speed really well. Our passing 
was amazing, and we had some 
great sequences throughout 
the game. We played with a 
ton of energy for the entire 60 
minutes which was definitely a 
factor in our win.”

In the last few minutes of 
the game, Nobles netted its 
first goal, cutting Andover’s 
2-0 lead in half. The defense, 
however, played tenaciously, 
preserving the win as the clock 
wound down.

Krikorian said, “We stepped 
to the ball really well on de-
fense, especially in the back-
field. We are such a strong 
team overall and just need to 
work on getting more opportu-
nities and shots on goal to put 
away more goals.”

Andover hopes to contin-
ue its winning streak when it 
travels to Cushing Academy 
this Saturday. 

NATASHA SINGAREDDY

FIELD HOCKEY
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Meghan Ward ’19 scored both goals for Andover against Nobles.
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Andover’s Defense Holds Strong in Two Close Games

Receiving a punt from Co-Cap-
tain Antonia Tammaro ’17, 
Co-Captain Cassie Chin ’17 slot-
ted the ball to Zoe Oasis ’17, who 
dribbled around Deerfield’s goal-
ie and found the back of the net. 
Oasis’s goal propelled Andover 
Girls Soccer to a 1-0 shutout win 
over Deerfield last Saturday. An-
dover, on Wednesday, fell to Noble 
and Greenough 1-0. The games 
brought the team’s record to 8-5-1, 
with three games left in the regu-
lar season.

Against Deerfield, Tammaro’s 
strong presence as the team’s goal-
ie, in addition to Andover’s de-
fense, helped Andover achieve its 
seventh shutout of the season. The 
ball was rarely behind the defen-
sive line, as the team tried to keep 
possession in the offensive third.

Oasis wrote in an email to The 
Phillipian, “The game was a hard-
fought, but well-deserved win. 
We were very compact defensive-
ly and didn’t let them have many 

opportunities. Since it was our 
last game on Graves this year, we 
went out knowing that we needed 
to win and were ready to do what-
ever was necessary to make that 
happen.”

On Wednesday, Andover trav-
eled to face Nobles. Andover came 
into the game looking to continu-
ing its six game undefeated streak.

Andover’s defense managed to 
hold Nobles scoreless in the first 
half of the game. By limiting scor-
ing chances for Nobles in the sec-
ond half, Andover managed to stay 
strong.

With about 20 minutes remain-
ing in the game, Nobles scored a 
goal, bringing the score to 1-0.

“The score of the game does not 
reflect, in the slightest, how well 
we played,” wrote Elise MacDon-
ald ’19, a midfielder, in an email to 
The Phillipian. “We played great, 
smart soccer. Our defensive side 
was especially strong today.”

Chin, in an email to The Phil-
lipian, wrote, “I think we’re proud 
of how we played, so we have to 
focus on the positive. We will use 
this as motivation going forward.”

With only three regular season 
games remaining, Andover looks 
to end the season strong. Andover 
will host Lawrence Academy in its 
last home game under the lights 
this Friday.

Editor’s Note: Cassie Chin is a 
Sport Editor for The Phillipian.

PETER LING

GIRLSSOCCER

Boys Water Polo Season Ends With Two  Lopsided Losses

After recovering a shot 
blocked by the goalie, Neil Simp-
son ’19 rapidly swam down the 
rest of the pool to the goal. Ap-
proaching the net, Nick Isen-
hower ’18 gauded the goalie out 
of his position with a pump fake, 
and then placed the ball per-
fectly past the keeper. Despite 
Isenhower’s goal, Andover Boys 
Water Polo went on to lose 10-5 
to the team’s archrival, Phillips 
Exeter Academy. Earlier in the 
week, the team suffered an 8-4 
defeat against Deerfield. 

Andover was under immense 
pressure to perform well against 
Deerfield because the team 
needed to defeat a Class-A oppo-
nent to advance to the playoffs.

“We were feeling confident 
going into the Deerfield game,” 
wrote Thomas Glover ’18 in an 
email to The Phillipian. “Several 
of our players had watched tape 
from Deerfield games to see how 

they were playing. We definitely 
knew it was going to be a close, 
tough game. We had to win to 
get into the playoffs, so the loss 
to Deerfield was especially dev-
astating.”

Nick Schoeller ’18 said, “I 
think some of us were a little un-
easy going into the game because 
we were missing a bunch of peo-
ple because of injuries. Also, the 
stakes were pretty high going 

into the game against Deerfield 
because we needed to win to 
make it to the postseason.”

During the game, though, 
Andover’s defense was over-
whelmed by multiple Deerfield 
players.  

“Deerfield’s offense revolved 
primarily around two good play-
ers. Our game plan was to try 
to shut them down and not foul 
them outside five meters (so they 

wouldn’t be able to shoot),” said 
Glover. 

Schoeller said, “Deerfield had 
a very swim-heavy offense. They 
made lots of drives and had a 
very mobile offense, but I think 
everyone did a really good job of 
recognizing drives and calling 
switches. I think our strongest 
area was definitely our defense 
but we couldn’t really come 
through on offense though and 

that really hurt us.”
In the game against Exeter, 

Andover was outclassed by its 
opponent both offensively and 
defensively. The team, however, 
did show noticeable improve-
ment from the previous matchup 
between the two teams, as Ando-
ver let in eight fewer goals than 
it did in the two teams’ previous 
matchup. 

Isenhower said, “Our defense 
performed well, especially com-
pared to our previous perfor-
mance against Exeter early in 
the season. We still gave up a few 
points to the counter-attack, but 
definitely made major improve-
ments over the course of the sea-
son.”

Although the game against 
Exeter resulted in a loss, it was an 
emotional matchup for Co-Cap-
tains Dan Tran ’17 and Jonathan 
Xue ’17, who played their last 
matches for Andover.  

Isenhower said, “We’re sad to 
see Dan and Xue leave, but they 
led us through a great season 
and their work has shown in the 
team’s improvement.”

Andover’s two losses nudged 
them outside of the playoff pic-
ture, missing the postseason by 
just one game. 

Editor’s Note: Nick Schoeller is 
an Associate Copy Editor for The 
Phillipian.

GIGI GLOVER

BOYSWATERPOLO
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C.CALLAHAN/THE PHILLIPIAN
Krystianna Swain ’18 plays forward for Andover Girls Soccer.

T.RYNNE/THE PHILLIPIAN
Boys Water Polo missed a playoff berth by one game. Benjamin Cakir ’19 pictured above.
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Jack Legler ’17

After joining Andover 
Football last year as a new 
Upper, Jack Legler ’17 
quickly made an impres-
sion on his teammates 
and coaches as a talented 
and hardworking player, 
earning him this year’s ti-
tle of Co-Captain.

Legler began play-
ing football for his local 
community team in Bea-
consfield, Canada when 
he was just seven years 
old. He immediately fell 
in love with the sport and 
developed a strong pas-
sion for and understand-
ing of the game.

Despite entering as 
an Upper, Legler had a 
smooth transition to the 
team and began making 
an impact immediately 
after joining. 

“It was definitely a 
weird feeling joining the 
team as a new Upper, 
but I was welcomed with 
open arms and felt ex-
tremely comfortable in a 
matter of days. The foot-
ball team really eased my 
transition into the school, 
especially since we were 
one of the first groups of 
campus. They put me on 
my feet and guided me in 
the right direction,” said 
Legler. 

Head Coach Leon 
Modeste said, “It was 
like he was always here. 
He blends right in. The 
reality is he just got here 
last year, and he’s already 
leading people, so he’s a 
pretty special kid.” 

Legler’s selfless atti-
tude and dedication to his 
role as captain both on 
and off the field has made 
an impact on his team-
mates and coaches. 

Modeste said, “Jack is 
very organized and he’s 
also selfless. He doesn’t 
worry about his statistics 
or where he plays. He 
has played every position 
on our line: he’s played 
linebacker, he’s played 
defensive end. Whatever 
the coaches need him to 
do, he’s happy to do it and 
he does it with skill and 

100 percent effort all the 
time.” 

Alex Apgar ’17 said, 
“Jack has fulfilled his role 
as captain unconditional-
ly; he epitomizes humil-
ity everyday through his 
always-positive attitude 
and support towards ev-
ery one of his teammates. 
[He picks] up the team 
when we lack energy and 
[keeps] his head high 
throughout times of ad-
versity.” 

Legler tries to lead by 
example during games 
and practices. He hopes 
that by working hard him-
self, his teammates will 
do the same. 

Larson Tolo ’18 said, 
“He is not always the 
most vocal of leaders, but 
he devotes himself every 
single day and every sin-
gle practice to improving 
his own skills and encour-
aging the people around 
him to do the same. As 
members of his team, we 
all understand that Jack 
will give all he has to see 
us succeed and that we 
must follow in his foot-
steps to be the best team 
we can be.”

Legler’s character de-
fines him as a Co-Captain. 
He makes sure to encour-
age his players and sup-
port them through times 
of adversity.

Tolo said, “Jack is al-
ways smiling and enjoying 
life. He always has some-
thing nice to say and is 

there to pick you up when 
you’re feeling down. He 
combines that friendli-
ness and compassion with 
his intensity in practice, 
which motivates the rest 
of us to follow suit.” 

Colton Fahey ’19 said, 
“He is always telling kids 
to keep their heads up 
and supporting everyone 
when they make a mis-
take. He is a great person 
and a great player.”

Legler takes his role as 
a Co-Captain beyond the 
football field. 

“As Co-Captain of the 
team, I feel as though 
teammates and other 
peers across campus look 
up to me. I only want to 
set the best example for 
these people and hope 
not to let them down. I 
also always try to help my 
teammates get better in 
all aspects of their life,” 
said Legler.

Legler is proud to have 
the title of Co-Captain 
and is grateful for the 
camaraderie of his team-
mates. 

He said, “I love the 
family that is created in 
Andover football. When I 
look back on my time here, 
I know I will remember 
the great moments I spent 
with my teammates on 
and off field.”

Editor´s Note: Larson 
Tolo is a Copy Editor for 
The Phillipian.

ANNIE LORD

Keegan Cummings ’17

Having never lost a 
scholastic football game 
before coming to Ando-
ver, Co-Captain Keegan 
Cummings ’17 brings many 
years of experience to the 
Andover Football roster. 
Despite a rocky 1-5 season 
so far for Andover, Cum-
mings looks to lead his 
team to a strong finish.

Considering the team’s 
difficult start to the sea-
son, Cummings feels that 
his experience on Andover 
Football has taught him to 
conquer challenges both 
in sports and in everyday 
life. 

In an email to The Phil-
lipian, Cummings wrote, 
“Playing football at Mater 
Dei [Middle School] was 
completely different from 
playing at Andover. We 
blew teams out of the wa-
ter. We never had to face 
any adversity; every game 
was a walk in the park.”

He continued, “Being 
on the football team at An-
dover has taught me that 
some [things] don’t work 
out the way you want 
them to, but you have to 
push through it regardless 
[of ] whether you like it or 
not, and I think that has 
helped me grow not only 
as an athlete, but as a stu-
dent and person as well.” 

Cumming’s teammates 
credit him for motivating 
the team with a “lead by 
example” attitude. 

Colby Gendron ’18 
wrote in an email to The 
Phillipian, “Keegan is the 
type of leader who under-
stands that actions speak 
louder than words. He al-
ways gives his full effort, 
which rubs off on the rest 
of the team.” 

Cummings is also a vo-
cal leader for the younger 
athletes on the team. He 
often shares his knowl-
edge with his teammates 
about playing offensive 
tackle and defensive end.

In an email to The 
Phillipian, Alex Apgar ’17 
wrote, “Keegan looks out 
for the younger kids on the 
team and will not hesitate 

to give pointers and make 
constructive remarks to 
just about everyone on the 
team.”

Adam Cohen ’18 said, 
“He does a great job in 
teaching other lineman 
their responsibilities and 
encourages every player 
to put in extra work to get 
better.” 

A challenge that Cum-
mings has successfully 
tackled this season is inte-
grating all the Post-Gradu-
ates (PG’s) and new play-
ers into the team. 

PG Will Sirmon ’17 
wrote in an email to The 
Phillipian, “He has made 
the transition easy on my-
self and the other PGs; he 
was very welcoming and 
made us feel right at home, 
helping us both on and off 
the field with whatever we 
needed.”

Gendron wrote, “Kee-
gan right away was very 
kind to me and welcomed 
all of us into the football 
family. He was an instant 
friend and made us feel 
all right at home when we 
first stepped on campus.”

Even before he was 
chosen as Co-Captain, 
Cummings’s leadership 
ability was apparent.

Apgar wrote, “Last 
year, Keegan stood out as 
a sub-leader on the team 
thanks to his starting role 
on both offense and de-
fense, but also his notice-
able focus and importance 
to the team as an under-

classman.”
Cohen added, “Keegan 

has always been a great 
role model for the team. 
He has always been that 
kind of person, even be-
fore he was captain, and 
that is why he is one now.”

Cummings also works 
well with his fellow 
Co-Captain Jack Leg-
ler ’17. Head Coach Leon 
Modeste wrote in an email 
to The Phillipian, “Keegan 
is an excellent captain and 
leader. He and Jack work 
very well together and 
complement each other 
very well.” 

Legler said, “Keegan’s 
work ethic and skill play a 
crucial part in him getting 
elected. Keegan embodies 
many leadership qualities 
that also qualified him for 
the position. He is hard-
working, passionate, and 
dedicated to the game.”  

This season has been 
particularly difficult for 
Andover, as the team has 
been plagued with inju-
ries. Despite this difficulty, 
Cummings has fought to 
keep the team motivated. 

Sirmon said, “Keegan 
has been a strong back-
bone for the team this 
year, even though the sea-
son didn’t quite start off 
the way we wanted it to, 
he never gave up on us and 
still keeps us motivated.”

Cummings looks to 
lead Andover in finishing 
its season on a high note.

CO-CAPTAINS FEATURE

MEGHAN WARD

T.RYNNE/THE PHILLIPIAN
Alex Apgar ’17 first started kicking as an Upper after transitioning from soccer to football.

MAX LEVI

1. Choose your spot, sev-
en yards behind the ball, so 
that the holder has a mark on 
which to place the ball.

2. Align yourself and 
choose a spot beyond the mid-
dle of the uprights as a focal 
point.

3. Take three aver-
age-sized steps directly back, 
then two medium steps to the 
left, perpendicular to your 
first three steps. 

4. Square up to your orig-
inal mark, belly button facing 

your plant spot, and look at 
the uprights to visualize the 
kick.

5. Stagger your feet slight-
ly, with left in front of right, 
and establish an athletic 
stance with weight on the 
balls of your feet to be ready 
for kick initiation.

6. Start with a left foot 
jab step (approximately five 
to ten inches) and drive step 
with your kicking leg. 

7. Then, in another stride, 
anchor your left leg about a 
foot to the left of your mark. 
As you plant, the right leg 

hinges back at the knee, then 
swings down and through the 
ball.

8. Contact is made one 
third of the way up the ball 
with the metatarsal bone, as 
the leg and ankle simultane-
ously lock.

9. Keep your toe point-
ed down and kick up and 
through the ball, transferring 
your downfield momentum 
with a small skip on your 
plant leg.

10. Hope that the ball goes 
through the uprights.

Tip: Learn the basics cor-
rectly, repeat them regular-
ly (even NFL kickers make 
mistakes quite frequently), 
and take a deep breath to 
relax yourself before every 
kick. 

Alex Apgar ’17, starting 
kicker for Andover Football, 
wrote in an email to The 
Phillipian, “In practice, a 25 
yard field goal is elementary; 
in a game, a 25 yarder can be 
quite challenging solely due 
to the fact that kicking is so 
much more a mental than 

physical game. When my 
name is called, I first need to 
account for the wind, which 
is almost always a factor, and 
adjust my alignment accord-
ingly, then take my steps 
while trying to block out any 
heckling from the opposi-
tion and their fans. Then it 
really comes down to exe-
cution and the actions I’ve 
done thousands of times, but 

even then, if the snap or hold 
aren’t perfect, I could end 
up with a missed kick. At 
the end of the day, kicking is 
about honing in your ability 
and never letting your con-
centration stray.”

Alex Apgar ’17, pictured in 
the photos, contributed to the 
writing of this article.

Check out 
youtube.com/phillipian 

to learn more about kicking.

T.RYNNE/THE PHILLIPIAN

Jack Legler ’17 has made 47 tackles on the season.
I.HURLEY/THE PHILLIPIAN

Keegan Cummings ’17 has played football for seven years. 

HOW TO KICK A FIELD GOAL

Meet Andover Football
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HEAD COACH FEATURE

Head Coach Leon Modeste

Over his 29-year coach-
ing career for Andover 
Football, Head Coach Leon 
Modeste has accrued an 
impressive total of four 
New England Champion-
ships.

Modeste’s coaching 
philosophy has changed 
over the course of his ten-
ure at Andover. Original-
ly, he led his team the way 
he thought was best. Since 
then, Modeste has transi-
tioned to allow more sug-
gestions from his players.

Modeste said, “I’ve 
learned to trust my players 
more and let the kids have 
more input into what the 
game plan is. I think I was 
much more controlling ear-
ly on, but you start to learn 
that it is the kids game, the 
players versus the play-
ers. We try to give the kids 
enough information so 
that they can make good 
decisions during the game. 
I will never tell my quar-
terback that you have to 
run my play – it is his and 
his teammates, and I will 
respect my kid’s decisions 
regardless of the outcome 
of that play.”

Modeste’s coaching 

technique is a result of his 
extensive history with the 
sport. He grew up play-
ing football and played at 
Springfield College. Pri-
or to coming to Andover 
in 1986, Modeste coached 
football for a year at Co-
lumbia University and at 
Polytechnic Preparatory 
Country Day School in Bay 
Ridge, Brooklyn.

When Modeste first ar-
rived at Andover, he served 
as the offensive coordina-
tor for the football team 
in 1986. Then, Modeste 
served as Andover’s athletic 
director from 1990 to 2000, 
and in 2014 he returned to 
the position. Modeste was 
named the recipient of the 
Independence Teaching 
Foundation Award in 2014 
for his work as a teacher 
and advocate for students 
and student-athletes.

Describing Modeste as a 
coach, Larson Tolo ’18 said, 
“Coach Mo’s coaching style 
is unique in the sense that 
I’ve never had a coach more 
dedicated to the team’s suc-
cess in my career. His key 
to success is repetition. We 
follow the same schedule 
every week, focusing spe-
cific amounts of time on 
each aspect of the game. He 

designs very intricate plays 
that we practice every sin-
gle day to ensure that we 
are prepared for the game 
each Saturday.”

Modeste especially en-
joys coaching at Andover 
because of the athletes’ ver-
satility.

Modeste said, “Andover 
kids are special kids be-
cause they just aren’t jug-
head jocks, not just in foot-
ball but across the board. I 
don’t want to coach the kid 
that is just here to play foot-
ball. I want to coach the kid 
that wants to be involved in 
the community [and] who 
plays another sport.”

Describing his expe-
rience with Modeste, 
Co-Captain Keegan Cum-
mings ’17 said, “The most 
important thing Coach 
Mo has done for me in my 
experience with him as a 
football player is teaching 
me how to carry myself as 
an athlete. He has instilled 
the workman attitude in 
me that it takes to be suc-
cessful on and off the field. 
He has also taught me to 
give everything I have for 
the team and to lay it all on 
the line for them. This de-
sire to leave it all on the line 
will suit me well not only at 

the next level but life after 
football as well.”

Tolo added, “My expe-
rience with him as a coach 
began last fall. I was an 
ambitious Lower with not 
a ton of football knowl-
edge just trying to convince 
someone that I was worth a 
shot. [Coach Mo] believed 
in me when not many other 
people did and brought me 
onto the team. He taught 
me all about the game 
through repetition in prac-
tice and gave me chances to 
prove myself and make an 
impact on the team. This 
year, he has continued his 
belief in me, and I now find 
myself competing for start-
ing positions on the defense 
and special teams.”

One of Modeste’s fa-
vorite coaching principles 
is stressing to his players 
that they are not just ath-
letes; they are students and 
members of the Andover 
community.

Modeste said, “Everyone 
here at Andover has been 
very aware that being an 
athlete is only part of being 
a student here. That is why 
you call it a student-athlete, 
not an athletic-student. 
The student part comes 
first, and a student is a per-

son who is involved with 
learning across the board. 
Athletics is just a venue for 
learning, and we learn a lot 
about ourselves through 
the trials and tribulations 
in any given season.”

Coming off its first 
win against Deerfield on 
Saturday, Andover, un-

der Modeste’s leadership, 
hopes to build on its cur-
rent momentum and secure 
more wins. 

Editor´s Note: Larson 
Tolo is a Copy Editor for 
The Phillipian.

KATHERINE MCINTIRE

Andover Triumphs in First Win of the Season

Post-Graduate T.J. Ur-
banik ’17 tore through 
swarms of Deerfield de-
fenders to return the first 
kickoff of the game for a 
touchdown, paving the way 
for Andover Football’s 44-
22 victory over Deerfield 
on Saturday. After suffering 
five straight losses to start 
the season, Andover finally 
clinched its first win to ele-
vate its record to 1-5.

Urbanik’s touchdown 
established an offensive 
momentum that Ando-
ver rode for the rest of the 
game. In addition to Urban-
ik’s touchdown, the team 
scored four touchdowns, 
five extra points, and one 
field goal.

Kicker Alex Apgar ’17 
said, “Probably the biggest 
key to our success on Sat-
urday was the quick start, 

which got the ball rolling 
and the sideline pumped 
up. As a whole, we were 
able to minimize the mis-

takes in the first half while 
capitalizing on Deerfield’s 
many errors. We knew the 
game wasn’t over at the 

half, so we came out with 
an electrifying third quarter 
and never took our foot off 
the pedal.”

Andover’s running game 
had a field day, pounding 
Deerfield’s defense for four 
touchdowns on the ground.

On the other side of the 
line, Andover’s defense 
shut out Deerfield for the 
entire first half and forced 
three fumbles and two in-
terceptions throughout the 
entire game.

Andover’s raucous bench 
also played a crucial part.

Michael Codrington 
’18 said, “Our sideline was 
amazing. Guys who were 
injured, guys who were 
taking a play or two off and 
guys that later got [into the 
game] were all amped up. 
There were a good amount 
of standout plays.”

Not only has the team 
improved its skill on the 
field, but it has also worked 
to establish a strong team 

bond off the field.
Co-Captain Jack Leg-

ler ’17 said, “This week, we 
came together as a family. 
We played for each oth-
er and worked as a team. 
From the beginning of the 
game, from TJ’s kick return 
on, we didn’t stop and kept 
going. We have come a long 
way since the beginning of 
the season. We have to keep 
working, and the results 
will come.”

Head Coach Leon 
Modeste said, “They played 
their best game offensively, 
defensively, and on special 
teams. We opened the game 
on a kickoff and we never 
looked back… We’re real ex-
cited and we’re hoping we 
can win our next two games 
and put us in the off season 
in good spirits.”

Andover will face off 
against Worcester Acade-
my on Saturday with hopes 
of earning its second win of 
the season. 

SUZANNE KALKSTEIN

FOOTBALL

Brandon Barros ’17

A swinger his Lower 
year, Brandon Barros ’17 has 
played on Andover Football 
for three consecutive sea-
sons. Barros has played an 
integral role on the team 
this year, starting as out-
side linebacker on defense, 
slot receiver on offense, 
and long snapper on special 
teams. 

Co-Captain Keegan 
Cummings ’17 said, “Bran-
don has really stepped up 
and made an impact on of-
fense when some key guys 
have gone down. He’s made 
some big plays on defense 
the past few weeks as well. 
Overall Brandon has con-
tributed to the team greatly, 
and he is a great teammate 
to play with.”

Barros had a strong out-
ing against Deerfield this 
past weekend, helping the 
team secure a 44-22 victory. 
In the game, he had an in-
terception, a fumble recov-
ery, five tackles, and a sack.

Barros’s strong offensive 
and defensive contributions 
have earned him the title of 

The Phillipian’s Athletes of 
the Week.

How has being in the 
football program helped 
you transition into Ando-
ver?

Being on the team has 
helped me a lot. Especially 
in my freshman year, when 
I was new to the school I 
didn’t really know many 
kids. I built a lot of bonds 
with kids during that year 
on JV Football, some of 
whom are my best friends 
today.

 
When did you start 

playing football?
I started playing pick-

up football with kids every 
day at recess in elementa-
ry school. I joined my first 
organized team in the fifth 
grade and have been play-
ing ever since.

 
Why do you like foot-

ball? Why do you keep 
playing?

I play football because 
it’s more than a sport; it’s 
like a brotherhood. Every 
week I’m playing for a lot 
more than myself, I’m play-

ing for everyone around me.
 
How has playing three 

years under this program 
helped you develop your 
game?

The coaches have taught 
me a ton during my three 
years with varsity foot-
ball. Also, I’ve learned a 
lot from the people who 
have played my positions in 
years past while I’ve been at 
the school. During my first 
years on the team, when I 
played scout team, I faced 
off against players like Nick 
Forti ’15, Jack Belluche ’16, 
and Matt Whalen ’16 and 
picked up a lot from them. 

 
What do you work on 

to give yourself the edge 
in games? 

Well, being one of the 
smaller guys out there, I 
really focus on reading the 
offense. I watch film in or-
der to learn how teams are 
going to play so that I can 
know what’s going to hap-
pen before it actually hap-
pens.

 
What are your pre-

game rituals? 
To pump myself up I 

always listen to music pre-
game. My playlist always 
changes, but it always in-
cludes “Work REMIX” by 
A$AP Ferg.

 
What has been the 

highlight of your time at 
Andover – both as an ath-
lete and in general? 

As an athlete my greatest 
moment was [Lower] year 
when we beat Exeter during 
Andover/Exeter weekend. 
Even though I didn’t play 
because it was my first year 
with varsity, the feeling was 
unforgettable. As a student 
at [Andover], I’ve formed 
great friendships here that 
will last a lifetime.

ATHLETES OF THE WEEK

MIHIR GUPTA

Post-Graduate Will Sirmon ’17

After suffering a dev-
astating shoulder injury in 
2014, Post-Graduate (PG) 
William Sirmon ’17 has 
made a comeback in his 
football career at Andover. 
Hailing from Destrehan, 
La., Sirmon hopes that his 
fifth year of high school will 
provide another opportuni-
ty to showcase his ability as 
a wide receiver and strong 
safety. 

Commenting on Simon’s 
athletic prowess, teammate 
Rahmel Dixon ’17 said, “He 
is calm under pressure. His 
athletic abilities are un-
matched by others.” 

Sirmon has been a key 
asset for Andover Football 
this season. His fantastic 
performance against Deer-
field, which included a 73-
yard touchdown run, was 
one of the many reasons he 
was nominated as one of 
The Phillipian’s Athletes of 
the Week.

When did you start 
playing football and why?

I started playing football 

when I was 13 in middle 
school. It was just some-
thing everyone did in Loui-
siana, but I soon developed 
a great love for the sport.

 
What’s your favorite 

football team?
My favorite collegiate 

football team is the Univer-
sity of Lafayette Ragin’ Ca-
juns, and my favorite N.F.L. 
team is the Saints.

 
What’s your most 

memorable moment on 
the field?

Honestly, my favorite 
memory was made yester-
day, when we got our first 
win against Deerfield. Ev-
eryone played hard, and it 
felt awesome to come out 
on top.

 
What’s the best part of 

Andover Football?
The best part of football 

at Andover would be the 
team. I love every one of the 
guys and wouldn’t want to 
be playing with anyone else.

 
What keeps you going 

on the field?
I am motivated by my 

cousin Benjamin, who 
passed away a couple years 
ago at the age of three. 
He was diagnosed with a 
rare muscular disease and 
was never able to walk or 
talk. He was only given a 
few months to live, but he 
fought with all he had. His 
spirit motivates me every-
day. He taught me to not 
take anything for granted 
and to make the most of ev-
ery opportunity I had.

 
What are your person-

al goals?
My goals would be for 

the team to finish the sea-
son strong with two more 
wins, and I would also like 
to play college ball.

 
Do you have any pre-

game rituals/supersti-
tions?

I say a prayer before ev-
ery game for myself and for 
the team.

What’s your spirit ani-
mal?

My spirit animal would 
have to be a koala because I 
love to sleep.

ANDY KIM

J.WOLFE/THE PHILLIPIAN

Post-Graduate Quarterback Will Sirmon ’17 scored a 74-yard touchdown run for Andover.

T.RYNNE/THE PHILLIPIAN

Brandon Barros ’17 has had two interceptions this season.

I.LEE/THE PHILLIPIAN

Modeste has coached Andover Football since 1987.

Andover

Deerfield

44

22

T.RYNNE/THE PHILLIPIAN
Post-Graduate Will Sirmon ’17 has been responsible for eight touchdowns this season.



Features Falls
And so do you. Into a puddle.

10. This foliage is just 
what I paid for!

9. Commons is just 
FANTASTIC! 

 
8. We need to talk 

about the birds and the 
bees...

7. Let me fill you in 
on the presidential 

election!

6. Your mother and I 
are happy wherever 

you go to college.

5. Are you getting at 
least nine hours of 

sleep? 

4. Why are you the way 
that you are?

3. Where’s my 
Phillipian subscription?

2. Actually, honey, it’s 
“my roommate and I.”

1. Sorry we can’t make 
it to Family Weekend, 
our secretary is going 

instead.

Things Your Parents Said Over Par-
ents Weekend.

F E A T U R E S  P R E S E N T S

TOP TEN

To the saggy Jack-O-Lanterns of Andover:  The weather has turned and the one hope of our darkening October Days,
 
Halloween, has come and gone. Lucky for us, the spooky, politically correct, “sassy not trashy” spirit can be continued with 

this weekend’s dance. But eventually, we must face the disheartening fact that the bright days are behind us and will remain 

in hibernation for the many coming months. The leaves have fallen. They lie shriveled and rotten below your feet which are

numb and soggy, trapped in the no-longer white converse you accidently wore on a rainy, cloudy, windy, melancholy day. 

Grasshopper

Despite the 14 hundred 
tickets sold and standing 
ovations from audience 
members, Andover’s stu-
dent performance “Grass-
hopper” has mysterious-
ly disappeared and left 
performers uncertain 
about the future of the 
show. No one knows ex-
actly what happened, but 
many speculate that an 
organization of parents 
named the “Blueminatti” 

intentionally ruined the 
future of Grasshopper, 
out of concern for their 
children’s college applica-
tions, thereby taking away 
the already meager fun 
their children have at An-
dover. The Blueminatti is 
reported to have stolen all 
the chairs from Tang and 
booked the room for the 
next four years. In addi-
tion, they took the dongle 
to connect one’s computer 
to the projector, rendering 
the space unusable.

To cope with their 
loss, students from two a 
cappella groups, the Yor-
kies and Azure, have been 
singing around campus to 
try and seduce the Grass-
hopper to return. David 
Montague ’19 said, “They 
go caroling around alter-
nating between singing in 
English and chirping in 
insect.” 

In addition, members 
of BlueStrut and Hyp-
notiq have tried to repli-
cate Grasshopper mating 

dances in order to entice 
the show back. Further-
more, The Rebecca M. 
Sykes Wellness Center 
has had an uptick in those 
students being admitted, 
due to the violent shaking 
experienced by students 
having nightmares about 
the sudden departure of 
Grasshopper. It is uncer-
tain whether Grasshopper 
will return. In a final ef-
fort, students have started 
posting on their respec-
tive class pages about a 

Chapstick
A disaster has hit the 

Andover campus; the Den 
has run out of its entire 
supply of chapstick and 
the students have been 
flung into a state of dis-
array. Just after finishing 
their Common Apps, stu-
dents have been beginning 
to ‘get back out there.’ 

However, the icy wind 
and biting cold have been 
gnawing away at the lips 
of Andover students, caus-
ing them to be chapped 

and dry. Furthermore, the 
stress pimples caused by 
college applications have 
not been helpful when 
attempting to find a sig-
nificant other to help get 
through the winter.

Many students actually 
believe the chapped lips 
epidemic to be a cunning 
and devious act by the ad-
ministration, in effort to 
prevent the student body 
from participating in the 
“hook-up culture,” provid-
ing a break for those PAPS 
officers whose job it is to 

roam around Elson, Tang, 
and Graves on Friday and 
Saturday nights.

It has been observed 
that students are doing 
anything they can to pro-
tect their succulent lips 
before they succumb to 
the dryness. Recently, 
many students have been 
seen running in and out 
the Sykes Center after 
many DIY lip balm reme-
dies went awry.

In addition, the coun-
seling department have 
expressed the sudden 

spike in appointment 
numbers, made particular-
ly by faculty. “It seems that 
the counseling center of 
Sykes has become ridden 
with more teachers than 
students recently — some-
thing about a chapstick 
crisis and being scarred by 
couples of saliva-sharing 
students,” stated Dr. Mix-
stix in a state of distress. 
Hopefully this chaotic cri-
sis will be settled before 
the Halloween festivities 
this weekend.

Reuben Channing 
woke up in his dorm room 
overlooking the quads 
and was bombarded by 
raw, inexcusable nudity. 
Of course, we all know 
this unnamed menace: the 
naked trees. 

Reuben screamed out 
of shock and awoke the 
entire campus. Millions 
of thoughts raced through 
young Reuben’s mind. His 
first thought was to emp-
ty his closet and quickly 
clad these freshly nude 
trees, but he said to him-
self, “What am I thinking? 
I’ll ruin my A/E apparel!” 
Instead, he walked out of 
Rockwell singing the hit 
songs from “Hamilton,” 

only to find that this made 
the trees sway fervently. 

The school rever-
end said, “Ever since the 

cold weather rolled in, 
the trees have just been 
showing off their bark 
willy-nilly like they were 

at a freshman mixer.” One 
Senior, who saw Reuben 
running around using two 
den cookies as blinders, 
exclaimed, “This violates 
everything I learned in 
PACE!” 

Moreover, a Sykes rep-
resentative explained that 
this occurrence is “not 
only a serious concern, 
but we have also noticed 
that supplies of Andover 
apparel hats, D.C. pro-
cess blindfolds, and slick 
shades are dwindling be-
cause more and more stu-
dents are determined to 
shield their eyes and pre-
serve their innocence.” 
Stay safe, Juniors, it only 
gets worse.

My eyes! They burn! The trees! They are forming a nudist colony!
BODS.OF.ANDOVER/THE PHILLIPIAN

Calling all Freshmen: 
Write for Features! 
email cdevlin, cmayhew

Students Flee From Naked Trees 

Nothing frightens the esteemed students of Phillips Academy more than the num-
ber four. This costume will definitely make everyone at the dance recoil in fear. Stu-
dents will have flashbacks to their GPAs plummeting and to angry phone calls from 
parents. Watch out though, this costume might be too scary for the dance, resulting 
in many CCCs. To avoid these CCCs, the simple addition of a ‘+’ to your costume will 
mitigate the fear.

Who Admissions Thought You Were
For this Halloween dance, be the earnest, accomplished person you told admis-

sions you were. Wear the outfit you wore to your interview: khakis, button-down, 
math championship first place pin, tap shoes, etc. Don’t forget to carry around your 
football, basketball and lacrosse stick – a subtle way to let the coaches know you’re 
potentially a tri-varsity athlete. Stay in character: no matter what people ask you, 
just talk about your time building houses for children in Uganda last summer or how 
excited you are for the “academic opportunities” Andover has to offer.

You During Finals Week
Some of the best costumes at the Halloween dance are the topical ones. This year, 

go to the dance as a student during finals week. Ensure that you wear the exact same 
thing that you’ve been wearing for the past 36 hours: sweat pants, preferably gray and 
baggy; Andover sweatshirt found under your bed after a few months; and worn out 
UGG boots that have survived three New England winters. To make your costume 
even more realistic, add heavy bags under your eyes, don’t shower, and reek of hope-
lessness and desperation.

Sassy Halloween Costumes
for this Weekend’s Dance:

The ‘4’ You Got

ALEX BERNHARD

CAROLINE YUN

BRITA LUKE
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I drew this during Spring Break. I was used to drawing ordinary images of girls and wanted to draw something 
different. I chose to draw the girl with a scarf on because I liked the intricate lines the folds of the scarf formed. 
Additionally, I portrayed her with her head resting on her hand as she thinks intensely about the future.

With swooping lines and in-
tricate curls, Marie Latham ’18 
began to calligraph the alpha-
bet with a pointed pen while 
a group of campers gazed in 
wonder at the text’s profession-
alism. In an email to The Phil-
lipian, Latham described her 
experience last summer teach-
ing weekly calligraphy classes 
at Aloha, a summer camp in 
Vermont that she has attended 
for the past nine years.

“It was an incredible ex-
perience to help other people 
learn an art that most would 
consider obsolete; getting 

younger learners interested 
in such a lovely art helps keep 
the art form alive. Although I 
consider calligraphy to have 
been a ‘passion’ of mine before 
this summer, being able to pass 
on what knowledge I had im-
mediately pushed me to jump 
back in and learn more,” said 
Latham.

Latham first explored cal-
ligraphy in sixth grade after 
she had a double-knee surgery. 
Restricted from physical move-
ment, Latham was introduced 
to the art form by a family 
friend during her recovery and 
took immediate interest in it. 
While it helped keep her mind 
off of her injury then, calligra-

phy has continued to remain a 
steady part of Latham’s hob-
bies.

“I really like [calligraphy] 
because it’s calming to do, but 
also because there’s always 
more to discover. There are al-
ways more fonts being created 
and people innovating. A lot of 
people think that [calligraphy] 
can’t take you anywhere in life 
because that stuff can be done 
by computers nowadays, but 
it’s actually really helpful for 
the person to practice just for 
mindfulness and for taking a 
break from the normal stress of 
everyday life,” said Latham.

Calligraphy has allowed 
Latham to share her pas-
sion with the world and con-
nect with others, particular-
ly through professional sites 
such as Etsy. Before coming to 
Andover, Latham took orders 
from customers for wedding 
invitations, birthday cards, and 
custom quotes.

“I use [calligraphy] for fun. 
I used to stock my Etsy. Unfor-
tunately, I can’t do that any-
more since being [at Andover] 
is so busy. For other people, 
it’s so much fun to even just 
write something in the mail for 
somebody and having them re-
ceive that piece of art. It’s not 
that hard to make or create but 
having them be a part of your 
creative process is really spe-
cial as well,” said Latham.

Latham’s path of develop-
ing her skills in calligraphy 
is mostly influenced by her 
friends, her family, and those 
interested in her work around 
the world. Latham was primar-
ily encouraged by her grand-
mother, who helped develop 
Latham’s calligraphy career.

“My grandmother was my 
first patron actually. She com-
missioned a piece for my cous-
in as his college going-away 
gift when I was young and just 
beginning to learn. She was an 
incredible role model and car-
ing person. Although I wasn’t 
able to stock my [Etsy] shop 
while balancing my course load 

here, she always made sure I 
knew she supported me. Un-
fortunately, she passed away 
this June; I was proud to write 
all of the placards used at the 
funeral. I love and miss her a 
lot,” said Latham.

Looking forward, Latham 
hopes to be more involved with 
calligraphy on campus.

“I think just the thrill of 
learning something new and 

putting it into practice [keeps 
me motivated]. It’s not that 
hard to do if you learn, and it 
gives you an immediate reward 
if you put enough time into it,” 
said Latham. “I designed last 
year’s Grasshopper’s program 
label cover, and that included 
calligraphy. Actually, I haven’t 
been able to do a lot with it yet 
on campus, but I’m hoping to 
do more.”

MICHELLE JEON

S.WANG/THE PHILLIPIAN

Marie Latham ’18 began calligraphing after she had a double-knee surgery 
that restricted her from physical movement.

Marie Latham ’18 Cultivates 
Creativity through Calligraphy

S.WANG/THE PHILLIPIAN
Prior to coming to Andover, Marie Latham ’18 took calligraphy orders through 
Etsy, styling wedding cards, birthday invitations, and custom quotes.

ANGEL CLEARE

As the weather is on the verge of freezing, I thought it would be fitting to 
discuss some winter coat trends. I understand; your classic black puffer 
jacket is calling your name, but try one of these alternatives to add some 

excitement to your wardrobe and make winter more tolerable.

Incorporate tasteful patterns into your 
everyday outerwear. How about a floral, 
striped, or patchwork puffer jacket? These 
will look phenomenal with the all-black 
ensemble you are probably wearing under-
neath the jacket. Let’s face it, we’rwe al-
most always clad in black during the winter 
months. These patterned jackets will com-
pensate for our monochromatic tendencies.

A.CLEARE/THE PHILLIPIAN

Illustration of the Week

A moto jacket with a cozy lining of faux fur 
will never fail to impress. Bonus points if 
the faux fur extends onto the lapels. Wear 
a collared blouse underneath with a pair of 
skinny jeans for the ultimate cool girl win-
ter look.

A.CLEARE/THE PHILLIPIAN

Go for a faux-fur statement jacket. 
Have the color of your jacket match 
your personal style – whether that be 
pink, black, blue, or orange. Contrast it 
with a pair of neutral color pants and 

A.CLEARE/THE PHILLIPIAN

They’re underrated, under-worn, and un-
derestimated. Don’t fret, pastels during 
winter is allowed. There’s nothing wrong 
with infusing bright colors into your out-
fits when the weather turns dismal. Go for 
a wool coat, popularly adorned with tog-
gles or made a with a double-faced fabric. 
You’ll set yourself apart from the crowd.

A.CLEARE/THE PHILLIPIAN

ConCerts
What not to miss this week:

Saturday
Academy Chamber Music Society Concert

6:30 p.m. Timken Room, Graves Hall

Wednesday
Student Recital

2:00 p.m. Timken Room, Graves Hall

Patterned Puffer Jacket

Full-On Faux Fur

Motorcycle Jacket with 
Faux Fur Lining and Lapels

Pastels



With looping photo-
shopped images of gun-wield-
ing presidents riding imagi-
nary creatures and John Philip 
Sousa’s “Stars and Stripes For-
ever” fading out in the back-
ground, a spotlight shines on 
Justice Robinson ’18. Wearing 
a red and white baseball shirt 
emblazoned with “U.S.A.” and 
American flag Converse sneak-
ers, Robinson walks out from 
the darkness, announcing the 
presidency of George Wash-
ington.

This scene introduces the 
beginning of “44 Plays for 44 
Presidents,” a Theater-920 
class production about the 44 
presidents and two current 
presidential candidates. Di-
rected by Kevin Heelan and 
Allen Grimm, Instructors in 
Theatre, the performances 
will take place this Friday and 
Saturday at 7:30 p.m. in Stein-

bach Theater. Since there are 
only 18 cast members but many 
more roles to fill, each actor 
will play multiple characters 
throughout the course of the 
play. 

“The play is about the hu-
manization of 44 presidents. 
It shows the foibles of being a 
person. This is the kind of play 
I thought would [incorporate] 
not only the election, but the 
history of elections and the 
presidency and American his-
tory,” said Grimm.

Playing Bill Clinton, Ian 
Hurley ’19 stands amidst a 
group of swooning women, 
played by Grace Anthony ’17, 
Kiarah Hortance ’17, Kalina Ko 
’17, Makenna Marshall ’18, Jus-
tice Robinson ’18, Evelyn Wu 
’18, and Junah Jang ’20. Hurley 
highlights Clinton’s Arkansas 
accent and goes around the 
circle of women, flirting with 
and sensually talking to each 
person.

“Bill Clinton’s scene is real-
ly entertaining. It portrays him 
as a sort of womanizer. It was 
really fun to work with [Hur-
ley], who is playing Bill Clin-
ton, because Ian’s not at all 
comfortable being really sub-
jective and derogatory,” said 
Lesley Tilghman ’19, assistant 
director of the production. 

In contrast, Hillary Clin-
ton, played by Makenna Mar-
shall ’18 stands for the ideals 
of feminism in her scene. Mar-
shall exudes Clinton’s level of 
independence as she struts her 
way up to the stage and confi-
dently asks for a beat. She be-
gins to rap about gender equal-
ity and dares the audience to 
say more negative things about 
her femininity. In agreement 
with Marshall, the other fe-
male actors in the cast join in 
enthusiastically. 

“All women experience 
some of the same sexism Hil-
lary Clinton does, on the dai-
ly. With Hillary, there’s a part 
where all the women sing a rap 
with her. We get it. We get be-
ing torn down for our appear-
ances. We get being torn down 
for the actions of men around 
us,” said Nell Fitts ’18, an ac-
tress in the show.

Thomas Jefferson’s play be-
gins with Ko, playing Thomas 
Jefferson, righteously donning 
the presidential coat. Benja-
min Franklin, played by Niko 
Skrivanos ’17, storms in, dear-
ly holding onto a white kite, 
which symbolizes his discov-
ery of electricity, and ambush-
es the entire scene. Franklin 
continuously throws insults at 
a stuttering Jefferson, high-
lighting Jefferson’s inferiority 
intellectually, politically, and 
socially, causing him to finally 
collapse to the floor. 

“Thomas Jefferson is a 
really interesting historical 
figure. One thing about the 
Thomas Jefferson scene is we 
don’t really delve in too much 
into Thomas Jefferson’s char-
acter, but I always have such a 
good time watching Niko and 
learning more about Benjamin 
Franklin,” said Fitts.

Bennett Sherr ’17, play-

ing Lyndon B. Johnson, walks 
alone with his brown trench 
coat splattered on the floor 
center stage, illuminated by a 
single spotlight. He cries out 
about the hardships and bru-
tality of the world, referencing 
the difficulties of his presiden-
cy such as the death of Martin 
Luther King Jr., paralleling an-
other scene in the play where 
Andrew Johnson also laments 
the evils in the world that take 
the life of Abraham Lincoln.

“The cool thing about [Lyn-
don B. Johnson’s act] is that 
his monologue is mirrored af-
ter [Andrew Johnson’s] mono-
logue. [They] just [perform] it 
at different times for different 
reasons, but it’s really cool to 
see how those monologues 
worked for both Johnsons,” 
said Sherr.

With this year’s production 
of “44 Plays for 44 Presidents,” 
Grimm not only hopes to en-
tertain the audience, but also 

to initiate conversation around 
campus surrounding the cur-
rent election and the history of 
the presidency. 

“I don’t know what the au-
dience is necessarily going to 
get, because this is only a very 
small perspective on the histo-
ry of the United States. There 
are forgotten presidents; there 
are awful human beings who 
were presidents. It actually 
contextualizes this election. 
You know, this is not the first 
time that people felt that the 
Union was in danger. The hope 
is that it makes people think 
about the breadth of this coun-
try and how long we’ve been 
here and do it in a theatrical 
way,” said Grimm. 

Editor’s Note: Kalina Ko is 
an Arts Editor, Niko Skrivanos 
is a Layout Editor, and Evelyn 
Wu is an Associate Illustration 
Editor for The Phillipian.
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44 PLAYS FOR 44 PRESIDENTS:
A Journey Through 240 Years of American History

MICHELLE JEON

18 students will perform in the THDA-920 course production “44 Plays for 44 Presidents” this Friday at 7:30 p.m. in Steinbach Theater.

C.MUNN/THE PHILLIPIAN
“44 Plays for 44 Presidents” uses the motif of a brown trench coat, as pic-
tured above, to symbolize the presidency.

C.MUNN/THE PHILLIPIAN
Bennett Sherr ’17 will perform a monologue as Lyndon B. Johnson, detail-
ing the struggles of presidency in the mid-20th century.

C.MUNN/THE PHILLIPIAN

Wearing a pair of mis-
matched blue socks, Marie-
ta Rojas ’18 complements her 
outfit with a pair of beat-up 
leather white sneakers and a 
black corduroy skirt. She layers 
a wool varsity jacket over her 
red sweater vest and blue but-
ton-down shirt to complete her 

look.
“Everything that I wear is 

pretty purposeful. I like ev-
erything to be good quality or 
pretty, or really comfortable, so 
I usually feel very comfortable 
in my own skin. I like things 
with a story behind it,” said Ro-
jas.

Rojas’s style is primarily 
inspired by the cultures of her 
parents’ home countries, Peru 

and Spain. Although Rojas felt 
uncomfortable wearing tradi-
tionally Spanish and Peruvian 
clothing in her younger years, 
she has since grown to embrace 
her culture and style.

“My mom is Spanish, and 
when I was a little kid, my mom 
used to dress me in all tradi-
tional Spanish kid clothing. It 
was kind of weird being in En-
gland and at a school where ev-
erybody had a uniform. When 
[my friends and I] saw each 
other in our ‘home’ clothes, I 
often felt really different from 
other kids, but it [gives] me 
confidence for now because I 
don’t mind dressing differently 
from everybody else,” said Ro-
jas.

Because Rojas has previous-
ly lived in Peru and has been 
surrounded by Peruvian cul-
ture for the majority of her life, 
she enjoys incorporating the 
bright colors that define Peru-
vian style in her ensembles.

“There’s a lot of rich col-
ors in Peruvian textiles and art 
from the colonial times [that I 
like to incorporate].  I don’t like 
my whole outfit to be a match-
ing color, but I do like when 
things play off each other, like 
small details. I really like tradi-
tional clothing too,” said Rojas.

After living in Spain for 
three years, Rojas has picked 
up influences of eccentric 
Spanish style.

“With Spain, the clothing is 
less mainstream in how people 
generally dress on the street. 
For example, there are these 
sandals that men used to wear 
in the fields, but now I wear 
them because they also look 
like a girl’s shoe. I love wearing 
funky things. Someone will say, 
‘Oh, I love your sandals’ and I 

will respond, ‘Thank you. They 
were originally men’s shoes in 
the 1800s,’ ” said Rojas.

Rojas prides herself on the 
individuality of her clothing, 
which can be attributed to her 
specific stylistic choices and 
unique taste.

“I have a taste in everything. 
With clothes, I think that it’s 
either pretty or it’s not pretty. 
Rather than it being my ‘fash-
ion,’ it’s more just like what I 
find appealing. I like just doing 
[things] how I do it,” said Rojas.

MICHELLE JEON

K.WANG/THE PHILLIPIAN
For her outfits, Marieta Rojas ’18 combines Peruvian and Spanish culture by 
incorporating bright colors and prints along with smaller matching details.

Look of the Week: Marieta Rojas ’18 
Flaunts Peruvian and Spanish Roots in Style 

K.WANG/THE PHILLIPIAN

Marieta Rojas ’18 is largely influenced by her parents’ roots in Peru and 
Spain and enjoys showcasing her individuality through her style.


	A1
	A2
	A3
	A4
	A5
	A6
	A7
	A8
	B1
	B2
	B3
	B4
	B5
	B6
	B7
	B8

