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The Phillipian, vol. cXXXIX, 
questions inconsistencies in sexual 
health and parietal discussions.

Closing the Door on 
Inconsistency
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Selective Solidarity

Ava Stills ’19 criticizes the selective 
solitarity of politicians to the vic-
tims of Donald trump’s discrimi-
nations and misconduct.
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Girls Cross Country

Meet the team and learn the home 
course!
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FEATURES EXPLORES 
POLITICS

come chill with Hillary and 
Donald.
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Brooklyn Beginnings

Inspired by his hometown of New 
York, rahmel Dixon ’17 shares 
his story through streetwear and 
shoes.

psychedelic 
chill

Pregame Rituals: 
The Story of the Psyche

On any given Friday, cam-
pus visitors may be perplexed 
to see large groups of students 
chatting as they walk to class, 
decked completely in camou-
flage, shades of neon, or other 
puzzling garb. Andover stu-
dents would know better, how-
ever, as team “psyches” have be-
come a colorful part of campus 
culture. 

Many Varsity and Junior 
Varsity sports teams schedule 
these psyches on the day of or 
before major games. Players 
emphasize that the fun themes 
help promote team unity and 
get players into a collaborative 
mindset for their games. by 
dressing up in unusual clothing 
as a team, players form a solid 
relationship with their team-
mates.  

In an interview with  The  
Phillipian, Katelyn Wang ’18, a 
member of Girls Varsity Vol-
leyball, said, “I think [psyches 
bring] the team together be-

cause we’re all doing it togeth-
er. even though it might look 
weird if one person is dressed 
funny, when we all come to-
gether for the picture and we 
see each other, it’s cool.”

“I first found out about 
psyches when my roommate 
who’s on JV Volleyball dressed 
up for her first psyche, and I 
didn’t really know until she told 
me. I think that, especially for 
the teams that really get into it, 
it’s just a source of amusement 
for other people around cam-
pus and just gets everyone real-
ly excited about the game,” said 
Olivia Nolan ’20, a member of 
Girls JV Field Hockey. 

Psyches also serve as a form 
of advertisement, “psyching” 
students up for upcoming 
games. When students see a 
certain team dressed up to-
gether, they know that there 
is a game in the coming day or 
weekend. It draws attention to 
major tournaments, games, or 
scrimmages.

Continued on A5, Column 4

T.U.B. Secret Society 
Leaves Its Mark at the OWHL

t.U.b. is back — a stack of 
pencils, with the letters t, U, 
and b, was scattered all across 
the Oliver Wendell Holmes Li-
brary floor Monday morning. 
throughout the day, the admin-
istration confisticated all t.U.b. 
pencils that they found in the 
library. 

t.U.b., which stands for 
truth, Unity, brotherhood, is 
a secret society for male stu-
dents. the group has a tradi-
tion of placing a bathtub filled 
with soft drinks outside of the 
library at the beginning of each 

finals week. 
Jennifer elliott ’94, Dean of 

Students and residential Life,  
expressed her concern towards 
the recent emergence of secret 
society activities. Prior to Mon-
day’s incident, Madame Sarah 
Abbott Society (M.S.A.S.), a 
girls secret society, posted fly-
ers in girls bathrooms. the fly-
ers contained a lip stain at the 
bottom of the page, along with 
highlights on “Sarah Abbot” 
and “for the benefit of Abbot 
Academy” from claude Fuess’s 
book “An Old New england 
School: A History of Phillips 
Academy Andover.” 

“the way I feel about the 
t.U.b. pencils being scattered 

across the library floor is the 
same way I feel about the Ma-
dame Sarah Abbot posters in 
the bathrooms. I understand 
the public good that they’re try-
ing to do, like by offering pen-
cils to people, but as a rule, the 
school maintains its position 
that secret societies have no 
place at Andover. Without any 
adult supervision, and given 
that they’re an exclusive orga-
nization, it doesn’t align with 
our community values,” said 
elliott in an interview with The 
Phillipian.

ISABEL MIKHEEV and 
NEWAZ AZIZ RAMAN

David Shribman tackled 
shifts in America’s two-party 
system and explored similar-
ities between the dynamics of 
the current election and elec-
tions of the past in a talk en-
titled “the New Architecture 
of American Politics” this past 
tuesday at All School Meeting 
(ASM).

Shribman is a Pulitzer 
Prize-winning political pun-
dit and the current execu-
tive editor of the “Pittsburgh 
Post-Gazette.” He has covered 
every presidential election in 
the United States since Jimmy 
carter v. Gerald Ford in 1976 
for the Gazette. 

the main purpose of his 
talk was to educate students 
about the election rather than 

convince them to pick a partic-
ular political side.

“I have a great friend, Mrs. 
Jeton [Special Assistant to 
the Head of School] here who 
called me up and said that she 
wanted to foster a conversa-
tion about the election and 
have someone explain what 
the forces at work for the elec-
tion were, rather than take a 
side of one or another, to an-
alyze rather than to opinion-
ate,” said Shribman in an inter-
view with The Phillipian.

throughout his talk, Shrib-
man alluded to republican 
presidential nominee Donald 
trump’s current struggle to 
win the votes of African-Amer-
icans.

“For years, republicans 
have tried to get votes from 
blacks, who were once reli-

able supporters of the party… 
it was Lincoln, a republican, 
who made the emancipation 
Proclamation.Moderate re-
publicans have provided the 
margin of victory for both the 
civil rights Act of 1964 and 
the Voting rights Act of 1965,” 
said Shribman during his pre-
sentation. 

“but since 1968, when 
richard Nixon began a cir-
cum-strategy aimed at whites 
and the old confederacy, blacks 
have redoubled their support 
for the Democratic party. Now, 
as perhaps his biggest gamble, 
Mr. trump has undertaken an 
offensive to win black sup-
port,” he continued.

PATRICIA THOMPSON

JIMIN KIM

Continued on A5, Column 1

Continued on A6, Column 1

ASM Speaker David Shribman Educates 
Students on the Dynamics of the Election

cOUrteSY OF GIrLS crOSS cOUNtrY

Andover’s Girls Cross Country team preps for a race with a neon psyche.
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News A5-A7

An International Perspective 
on the American Election

International students share their 
take on the current state of Amer-
ican politics.

TIFFANY CHANG

CLASS OF 2017 SPENDS 
EVENING IN 

BOSTON HARBOR

Board members of Gender and Sexuality Alliance march in the annual pride parade on campus as a part of GSA Week-
end. GSA Weekend aims to celebrate and promote the LGBTQIA+ community at Andover.
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GSA Weekend: Students Advocate For 
LGBTQIA+ Visibility

With music blasting from 
the top deck of the Frederick 
L. Nolan Jr. ship, the class of 
2017 sailed around the bos-
ton Harbor on tuesday night 
during their first organized 
Senior dance of the year. Ac-
cording to christopher ca-
pano, Director of Student Ac-
tivities, this was the first boat 
cruise dance since prom  seven 
years ago.

the Student Activities Of-
fice, along with the Dean of 
Students Office, arranged the 
dance to give Seniors a night to 
de-stress and spend time with 
friends, according to Jennifer 
elliott ’94, Dean of Students 
and residential Life.

capano said, “Last year, we 
realized that the calendar had 
this weird day where the Se-
niors kind of had nothing to do 
on tuesday night, and no rea-
son to go to bed early for a test 
on Wednesday. We realized 
we could do something fun. 
My senior year of high school, 
we did a boat cruise on boston 
Harbor and it was super fun– 
I figured we’d see what we 
could afford.”

Student Activities char-
tered a vessel from boston 
Harbor cruises to leave from 
Long Wharf in boston Har-
bor, using funds obtained from 
Student Activities, the Dean of 
Students Office, and the Head 
of School’s Office. 

Seniors 
Set Sail

Pacific Peak, the clothing 
organization known for its en-
vironmentalist flair, is treading 
warmer waters this week, as 
administrators have expressed 
concern about the group’s op-
erating policies. citing the blue 
book rule that prohibits stu-
dents from running on-cam-
pus businesses, two high-level 
deans asked Pacific Peak to re-
think its status as an organiza-
tion on campus.

Jennifer elliott ’94, Dean of 
Students and residential Life, 
and Fernando Alonso, Dean of 
Administration and Finance, 
met with Will Kantaros ’18, 
Pacific Peak’s chief Operating 
Officer, and David tsai ’18, the 
company’s chief business De-
velopment Officer, on tuesday.

“It was a very productive 
meeting,” said Kantaros, who 
oversees all of its day-to-day 
operations and financial af-
fairs. “We got to tell them more 
about who we are and what 
we’re about. It was a very open 
dialogue, we were very honest 
with each other, and we didn’t 
want to feel as if we were cheat-
ing the school or going behind 
the school’s back at all, and they 
felt the same way.”

In recent weeks, administra-
tors have been wary of how Pa-
cific Peak’s business could hurt 
the school’s non-profit status, 
said Alonso. He confirmed that 
this concern prompted the re-
cent intervention.

PACIFIC 
PEAKED?

For Environmentalist 
Clothing Company,

Uncertain Future Awaits

Continued on A5, Column 1

PETER ROSSANO

Last weekend, Gender Sexu-
ality Alliance (GSA) hosted GSA 
Pride Weekend to raise aware-
ness about LGbtQIA+ issues. As 
Laila ballout, faculty advisor to 
GSA, described to The Phillipian, 
GSA Pride Weekend also aims 
to promote the inclusive space 
needed for the LGbtQIA+ com-
munity on campus. 

“Here especially, it’s really 
open at Andover, and I know at 
home that people wouldn’t be up-
set if I came out, but they would 
definitely look at me differently, 
so I love that I can celebrate my 
identity, but it doesn’t define me 
at Andover,” said Zari cordo-
va-Potter ’20, a club member of 
GSA.

GSA is an organization where 
all students, regardless of sex-

ual orientation, are welcome. 
It strives to promote pride and 
awareness about LGbtQIA+ is-
sues on campus and create a safer 
school community. 

“the LGbtQIA+ community 
[at Andover] is incredibly diverse, 
in who we are and where we’re 
coming from and how we experi-
ence being LGbtQIA+, and hav-
ing time to share that and to try 
to convey who you really are is 
really important. It goes beyond 
the specific label that you have, 
so this a time for people to kind of 
choose how they want to be por-
trayed rather than kind of stick-
ing one label on themselves and 
being confined to that,” said Indy 
Sobol ’17, co-head of GSA. 

GSA Pride Weekend primar-
ily highlighted the change in 
LGbtQIA+ rights from being ta-
boo to being celebrated. 

“I was really thinking about 
the queer struggle that has ex-
isted forever basically, and we 
fought so hard. Now, we’re able 
to just do this so freely, and we 
don’t even have to be scared of so 
much punishment. All the fight is 
now behind us [and] has led us to 
this moment,” said Nell Fitts ’18, a 
board member of GSA.

events during the weekend 
included a GSA parade around 
campus and a Moth-style story-
telling event, a personal story-
telling style popularized by the 
Moth, a non-profit organization 
that strives to honor and cele-
brate the diversity and common-
ality of human experience, in the 
Underwood room. 

Continued on A6, Column 1
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Editorial

An Unintended Audience

Closing the Door on Inconsistency

IN 2008, WHEN I WAS 
seven-years old, my 
friends asked me who I 

supported in the presiden-
tial election, and I proudly 
said “Hillary Clinton.” Not 
because I had any idea what 
her policies were or because 
I personally liked her – but 
because my parents support-
ed her. When Hillary Clinton 
left the race, my “vote” went 
to Barack Obama just as my 
parents’ did. 

I didn’t watch much TV, and 
I certainly did not follow poli-
tics or read the newspaper. I 
wasn’t old enough to form my 
own political opinion. I could 
only pick up bits and pieces of 
what was going on by listening 
to my parents. The informa-
tion I received was complete-
ly filtered through what they 
showed or told me; I was only 
exposed to their own points 
of view. Because my opinions 
were based on my parents’ 
perspectives, I was shielded 
from the larger world and un-
able to fully understand the 
campaigns. But this shielding 
also protected me from the of-
ten aggressive, belligerent, and 
harmful debates that seem to 
define politics. 

Unlike me, however, the 
young children today are able 
to keep up with the news di-
rectly through their phones, 
tablets, or TVs. They don’t just 
pick up what their parents and 
older siblings think about the 
election. They are directly ex-
posed to what the candidates 

say on national news.
For this reason, the 2016 

presidential election makes 
me worry about how young 
children today are influenced 
by the aggressive and negative 
rhetoric in this year’s election. 
Today, kids live in a digitized 

and connected world, much 
more so than in previous elec-
tion years. They keep up with 
the news more easily, and they 
can access videos of the candi-
dates’ debates via the Internet. 
Through smartphones, apps, 
and websites, they are directly 

exposed to many different fac-
ets of political discourse. They 
take in the highly publicized 
presidential debates, leaked 
footage, and comments from 
news reporters.

Considering Trump’s bla-
tant racism and misogyny, as 

well as the aggressive rhetoric 
coming from both candidates, 
this accessibility is especial-
ly concerning. Children are 
watching and being influenced 
by the unprofessional and ju-
venile behavior like the name-
calling and personal attacks 
stated by these presidential 
candidates.

It is vital that we recognize 
that our country’s children are 
picking up bits and pieces of 
the current election because 
the future of American chil-
dren is just as important as tax 
reforms and the job market. 
The opinions they form now 
will have an enormous impact 
on American politics going 
forward. 

In order to help them un-
derstand more about the poli-
tics of today, we must first 
recognize that children hear – 
loud and clear – what is being 
said. And perhaps even more 
importantly, we need to ensure 
that they recognize some of 
the behavior of the 2016 elec-
tion as inappropriate, atypi-
cal, and unacceptable to use in 
their daily lives. It is our col-
lective responsibility, as older 
siblings, students, and friends, 
to ensure that children know 
how to read their political en-
vironment and how to make 
their own political decisions. 
We cannot easily change the 
ways candidates speak or act, 
but we can change how we 
teach children to respond and 
discern what they see. 

CAROLINE GIHLSTORF

Caroline Gihlstorf is a new 
Lower  from Chapel Hill, N.C.
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Corrections:
A News spread last week misspelled a Senior’s name. Kelly Sheng ’17 spoke about extracurriculars in terms of the college admissions 

process.
A Sports article misattributed one of Andover Girls Soccer’s goals. Zoe Oasis ’17 scored two goals against Brooks, and Kaitlin Hoang 

’17 assisted the second goal.
A Sports article misidentified a player on Andover Field Hockey. Kelly McCarthy ‘19 scored a goal against Milton Academy, bringing 

the score to 3-0 Andover.
A Sports article misspelled an athlete’s name. Ryan Sedagat ’19 plays for Andover Boys Water Polo.
An Arts & Leisure article misstated a musician’s role. Madeleine Stern ’17 is principal flautist in the symphony and chamber orches-
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    The Phillipian regrets the errors.

Dorms across campus 
vary in countless ways: 
some are defined by 

their size or new renovations; 
others by their proximity to cam-
pus or architectural style. And 
while this diversity makes each 
dorm unique, there are many 
things that should be uniform 
across all dorms, one of which 
is the approach to parietal talks. 
The content and timing of these 
essential dorm discussions sur-
rounding sexual health, consent, 
and healthy relationships must 
be kept consistent among all 
dorms on campus.

Considering that the admin-
istration has made such a signifi-
cant effort to clearly outline its 
parietal policies both in the Blue 
Book and during ASM discus-
sions of consent and sexual mis-

conduct, the lack of consistency 
in how these rules are discussed 
in dorms is perplexing.

Paul Revere Hall has had two 
parietal discussions thus far, 
said Ellie Formisano ’17. During 
one of these meetings, residents 
watched a recording of Laci 
Green’s Kemper presentation 
entitled “Best Sex Ever.” West’s 
conversations were split up by 
grade, said Abby Enes ’18, while 
Day Hall and Bartlett Hall in-
habitants were required to par-
ticipate in a joint conversation 
at the Sykes Wellness Center, 
according to Eastlyn Frankel ’18. 
On the other hand, Bishop Hall, 
Draper Cottage, and Samaritan 
House have not had any such talk 
yet, said Nicolas Bevacqua ’19, 
Thomas MacWilliams ’18, and 
Jungwoo Park ’19.

The timing and settings of 
these talks have not been the 
only source of discrepancies sur-
rounding dorm policies. Com-
mon room visiting rules, such as 
“boy to girl ratios,” vary between 
grades and dorms, creating an 
unclear and confusing set of reg-
ulations.

We understand that some dis-
parities in visiting rules may be 
inevitable. Some house counsel-
ors may feel the need to use their 
own discretion to protect the in-
terests of their dorm’s residents, 
either by instituting common 
room ratios or delaying parietal 
talks until they feel students are 
ready. However, if Andover is go-
ing to invest the time to establish 
detailed rules for parietals as laid 
out in the Blue Book, it seems 
contradictory to leave the final 

decision up to individual house 
counselors. It is unfair for the ad-
ministration to allow some house 
counselors to be lax on timing 
or rules, while others are much 
stricter.

Without a standard set of 
deadlines for its introduction, 
the parietal system is fundamen-
tally flawed, leaving students in 
different dorms with unequal 
understandings of the system. 
Even more worrisome than in-
consistent dorm policies, how-
ever, are the discrepancies in the 
content of parietal talks. If our 
school is to educate the student 
body on relationships and sexual 
assault, it needs to provide equal 
opportunities for all students to 
discuss these important matters 
in similar settings.

In order to remedy this dis-

cordance, the administration 
must work to clarify campus-
wide expectations regarding 
what parietal talks should look 
like. With discussions of con-
sent and healthy relationships 
so frequently occuring on cam-
pus, Andover must commit itself 
to implementing a consistent 
and comprehensive program for 
discussions about sexual health 
and mature relationships, in all 
dorms and day student advising 
groups. It is our responsibility to 
ourselves and to one another to 
be thoughtful and thorough ev-
ery step of the way. 

This editorial represents the 
consensus of The Phillipian, vol. 
CXXXIX.
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Searching For The Standard

WITH MOST UP-
pers and Lowers 
taking the PSATs 

this week, talk of standard-
ized testing reminded me of 
the boarding-school applica-
tion process. In ninth grade, I 
spent hours studying vocabu-
lary words and test strate-
gies from an SSAT textbook, 
doing everything I could to 
maximize my chances of a 
high score. I felt that I need-
ed to do well on the test for 
one reason: it was a concrete 
number that I could cling to, 
and therefore exclusively a 
measuring stick of my own 
capabilities. 

Standardized testing, how-
ever, does not wholly measure 
a person’s intelligence or their 
capacities. These tests exclude 
many subjects and focus ex-
clusively on Math and English. 
The strengths of students who 
shine in other subjects – like 
foreign languages, history, sci-
ence, or music – are not con-
veyed by their scores. Stan-
dardized tests only measure 
how much a student studies, or 
how well a student can mem-
orize large amounts of raw 
material. They do not define 
a student academically, and 
therefore should not be used to 
determine one’s academic suc-
cess. 

Standardized tests also 
do not create a “level play-
ing field” where every student 
has an equal chance of suc-

cess. Large amounts of money 
are spent on costly prep books, 
tutors, classes, camps, and re-
takes. Students who cannot af-
ford these prep tools are at a 

significant disadvantage com-
pared to those who can. I, for 
one, bought two prep books 
and took the test twice, which 
amounted to almost 300 dol-

lars. I was lucky enough to be 
able to afford all of this, but 
most students cannot. If a test 
created to level the playing 
field is so easily manipulated 
by money, then it does not de-
serve the title “standard.”

Instead of spending large 
amounts of time prepping for 
a single test, it is much better 
to allocate this time towards 
writing a meaningful applica-
tion or focusing on growing in 
other areas. In my own board-
ing-school application experi-
ence, I wish I had worried less 
about the test and spent more 
time building other aspects of 
my application, such as my art 
portfolio. Until I was accept-
ed to Andover, I did not real-
ize that I could have used my 
time more effectively to create 
an application that was much 

more reflective of me as a per-
son.

Standardized tests should 
not be used to determine stu-
dents’ worth. Although col-
leges across the country are 
beginning to reduce the weight 
of standardized test scores in 
the admissions process, I en-
courage students to spend less 
time studying for one test and 
to spend more time creating 
personal applications that are 
more representative of who 
they are. So focus on your 
grades, go to club meetings that 
interest you, and do things that 
you enjoy instead of spending 
your time trying to achieve a 
certain score on a single test.

ANNA LANG

Anna Lang is a new Lower  
from Andover, Mass.
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Demanding Further Dialogue

LACI GREEN COUPLED 
personal insight with 
staggering statistics to 

paint a detailed and authentic 
picture of rape culture dur-
ing an All-School Meeting 
(ASM) two weeks ago. After 

her speech, however, many 
students voiced their opinions 
about the lack of opportunities 
to discuss the talk. This absence 
of following up detracts from 
our school’s efforts to educate 
students; if we are to eradicate 
rape culture, we must continue 
to spark productive conversa-

tion on sexual assault.
Though a heavy talk so early 

on in the year might have been 
overwhelming for many of the 
new students, the early timing of 
Green’s ASM was one of its big-
gest merits. Talking about issues 
surrounding sexual assault and 
consent during the beginning of 
Fall Term not only provides an 
accessible and compelling entry 
point into such conversations, 
but also establishes clear expec-
tations for the rest of the year be-
fore new students fully immerse 

themselves into Andover’s hook-
up culture.

Green’s speech has thus far 
been a successful catalyst for 
conversation. Clubs like Wom-
en’s Forum and dorms have held 
discussions on sexual assault and 

healthy relationships following 
her presentation. Green did at-
tend a Q&A dinner, though only 
student leaders were invited to 
attend. Regardless, these are the 
key steps to addressing issues of 
sexual assault and harassment on 

campus. But these opportunities 
are simply not enough. We need 
to delve deeper to discuss and 
address the underlying mentali-
ties that are allowing these cases 
to go unnoticed and unreported.

In order to consistently com-

bat rape culture and Andover’s 
hook-up culture, we need to form 
a small group of enthusiastic, 
dedicated students well-versed 
in the language of healthy and 
consensual relationships, who 
could work closely with the Sykes 
staff to create a comprehensive 
and thorough sexual education 
curriculum. A single ASM, a few 

club meetings, and parietal talks 
once a year are not enough to ed-
ucate students on the harmful ef-
fects of rape culture or unhealthy 
relationships. This discussion 
needs to be ongoing and formal-
ized. If we could implement this 
program, we would not only have 
a proper sexual education pro-

gram, but also have first-hand 
student input regarding conver-
sations on healthy relationships 
on campus.

All in all, I applaud Laci Green 
and the administration’s efforts 
to call us to conversation. And I 
sincerely believe that the Ando-
ver community will do its best to 
answer this call.

CLAUDIA MENG

Claudia Meng is a three-year 
Upper from Shanghai.

Talking about issues 
surrounding sexual 

assault and consent...
provides an accessible 

and compelling 
entry point into such 

conversations...
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If we are to eradicate 
rape culture, we must 

continue to spark 
productive conversation 

on sexual assault.

A single ASM, a few club 
meetings, and parietal 
talks once a year are 

not enough to educate 
students on the harmful 
effects of rape culture...

We need to delve 
deeper to discuss and 

address the underlying 
mentalities that are 
allowing these cases 
to go unnoticed and 

unreported.

If a test created to level 
the playing field is so 
easily manipulated by 
money, then it does 
not deserve the title 

“standard.”



Not Our Locker Room

“BOYS WILL BE BOYS.” 
I’ve heard this expres-
sion used countless times 

as a way to justify violent and 
aggressive behaviors among 
boys, oftentimes towards 
women. Donald Trump’s cav-
alier response to his leaked 
audio files about groping 
women is a perfect example. 
He dismissed his demeaning 
comments as simple “locker 
room talk,” placing the re-

sponsibility of his words not 
on himself, but on all men.  

With this action, Trump 
sent the message to people 
that making such snide com-
ments about assaulting women 
is normal, boyish banter. His 
excuse was that this was sim-
ply another “guy thing.” After 
all, boys will be boys, right? 

Boys and men, however, are 
not inherently aggressive and 
brash. They do not have to de-
mean and objectify women to 
be “real men.” Several athletes 

such as Jamal Crawford, Leb-
ron James, and Chris Conley 
said on Twitter and in inter-
views that this is not the way 
boys or athletes talk in locker 
rooms. James said, “We don’t 
disrespect women in any shape 
or fashion in our locker room. 
That never comes up.”

These athletes, who are of-
tentimes seen as the epitome 
of masculinity, publicly de-
nounced that norm and refut-
ed Trump’s cry of “locker room 
talk.” Clearly, it is not all men 

who talk about women in such 
degrading terms.

Therefore, we at Ando-
ver must refuse to condone 
Trump’s inexcusable justifica-
tions for his behavior. It is our 
duty to rise above the objecti-
fying and degrading messages 
that Trump has encouraged 
and to understand the great 
harm caused by his words. 

SPARKY YOO

Sparky Yoo is a two-year Up-
per from Newton Highlands, 
Mass.
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Boys and men, however, 
are not inherently 

aggressive and brash. 
They do not have to 

demean and objectify 
women to be “real men.”

A RECORDING FROM 
2005 of Donald 
Trump bragging about 

sexually assaulting women 
was leaked two weeks ago. 
This tape recorded the most 
misogynistic and rape-culture 
supporting words he has ever 
been caught saying on cam-
era. I was not alone in my dis-
gust as the audio sparked out-
rage across the country from 
both men and women, Demo-
crats and Republicans. Across 
social media, many prominent 
Republican politicians cited 
their wives, daughters, and 
sisters as reasons for criticiz-
ing Trump’s words. But these 

politicians never spoke up 
against Trump when he dis-
paraged minority groups. This 
bias highlights how Trump’s 
many bigoted statements are 
significant only when their 
targets are important to those 
who are privileged in our so-
ciety. 

After the recording was 
leaked, many Republican sena-
tors, governors, and previous 
contenders in past Republican 
presidential primaries such as 
Ben Carson, Ted Cruz, and Mitt 
Romney condemned Trump 
for his crude statement. Even 
house speaker Paul Ryan stated 

Trump’s comments “sickened” 
him in a recent rally in Wiscon-
sin. Some Republicans such as 
John McCain, Jason Chaffez, 
and Lisa Murowski pulled their 
endorsement of Trump. But 
why now? This incident is no-
where close to the first time 
Trump has made an extremely 
offensive comment. In a 2011 
interview with “The New York 
Times,” Trump stated that he 
“[has] so many fabulous friends 
who happen to be gay, but I 

am a traditionalist.” When 
Trump announced his bid for 
president, he said that Mexi-
can immigrants are “... bringing 
drugs. They’re bringing crime. 
They’re rapists.” His comments 
about Ghazala Khan, a Mus-
lim and member of a Gold Star 
Family who stood beside her 
husband while he spoke at the 
Democratic National Conven-
tion: “She had nothing to say. 
She probably, maybe she wasn’t 
allowed to have anything to 

say.” 
This is not the first time 

Trump publicly denounced a 
group of people, but his offen-
sive comments from the record-
ing were the first ones to hit 
home for many of those in the 
Republican party who support-
ed him. Because a large num-
ber of Republicans are not part 
of minority groups, they could 
easily brush off his bigoted 
statements as politically incor-
rect or brutally honest. When-

ever Donald Trump degraded 
non-white, non-Christian, non-
heterosexual, or disabled peo-
ple, his supporters found every 
excuse to justify his comments. 
Only when Trump disparaged 
their daughters, sisters, and 
wives did these people decide 
it was appropriate to condemn 
him. 

The selective condemna-
tion of Trump’s bigotry implies 
that the lives and well-being of 
minority people, whom Trump 
has endangered countless times 
with his hateful rhetoric, are 
not as important as those of his 
relatively privileged support-
ers.

Although I am glad that this 
leaked recording has brought 

Trump some long deserved 
criticism from his own party, 
I am also reluctant to applaud 
those who have condoned his 
hate speech towards margin-
alized groups. If we recognize 
one action as derogatory and 
disgusting, we must treat each 
similar incident as such and 
respond with equal outrage, 
regardless of how these state-
ments personally affect us. 

Ava Stills is a two-year Low-
er from Woodland Hills, Calif.

Selective Solidarity
AVA STILLS
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Because a large number 
of Republicans are 
not part of minority 

groups, they could easily 
brush off his bigoted 

statements as politically 
incorrect or brutally 

honest.

I was not alone in my 
disgust as the audio 

sparked outrage 
across the country 
from both men and 

women, Democrats and 
Republicans.
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David Canton Compares Advances in Technology & Race Relations
In Final “Our Divided House” Presentation

Focusing on the impact of 
systemic racial inequality, bias, 
and stereotyping on the pres-
idential election, Dr. David 
Canton concluded Andover’s 
“Our Divided House” speaking 
series by comparing advances 
made in technology over the 
last century to progress made 
in race-related issues.

In his presentation entitled 
“The Golden Anniversary of 
Institutional Inequality,” the 
Associate Professor of History 
and Director of the Africana 
Studies Program at Connecti-

cut College called for citizens 
to put similar value in the ad-
vancement social issues as 
they do in their technology. 

“We all agree we prefer a 
smartphone to a flip phone. In 
technology it’s clear, there’s 
no discussion, there’s no de-
bate. We want faster, we want 
small– The golden anniversa-
ry of technology demonstrates 
a clear line of progress. You 
have to have the same values 
in technology [and apply it to 
solving racial inequality],” said 
Canton in his presentation.

Last Saturday, October 15, 
marked the 50th anniversary of 
the creation of the Black Pan-

ther Party. Canton emphasized 
the importance of 50 years as 
a gauge of the organization’s 
success and as an opportunity 
for reflection on past and po-
tential courses of action. Small 
statistics of recent progress 
pale in comparison to present 
“gap stats” that compare two 
races on factors such as unem-
ployment rate, infant mortality 
rate, and life expectancy.

“In 2016, despite the 50 
years of affirmative actions 
and eight years of a black pres-
ident, these gaps still exist. 
We’re asking the same ques-
tions [from 50 years ago]– Rac-
ism is an institution,” said Can-
ton.

Canton stated that three 
texts from 1967 provide the 
foundation to address institu-
tional inequality: recommen-
dations made by the bipartisan 
Kerner Commission appointed 
by former President Lyndon B. 
Johnson, “Black Power: The 
Politics of Liberation in Amer-
ica” by Stokely Carmichael and 
Charles Hamilton, and “Where 
Do We Go from Here: Chaos 
or Community,” by Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Though many 
of these resources have been 
publicly available for decades, 
Canton is frustrated with the 
lack of real progress made to 
eliminate widespread racism.

“Much of the problems and 
solutions we see today were 
started in 1967. When we look 
at wage inequality, [we should 
say] ‘Why hasn’t this started 50 
years ago?’ We shouldn’t have 
these conversations, it should 
have been accomplished al-

ready. If we’re smart enough to 
create this [new] technology, 
we have the same brains and 
power to create a just and pro-
ductive society where every-
one can thrive,” said Canton.

Canton’s proposed solution 
to this lack of action is a new 
kind of politics that directly 
address race and public policy. 
Nurtured through organiza-
tions such as Black Lives Mat-
ter,

He believes that coopera-
tion between activists of all 
races will be able to promote 
more productive, progressive 
politics.

Breyanna Watson ’18, who 
attended the talk, agrees that 
better discussion is crucial in 
addressing these types of sen-
sitive social issues. She wor-
ries that at Andover the dis-
cussion may be too one-sided 
and conversations often result 
in personal attacks rather than 
productive discourse. 

“It’s mostly [about] just hav-
ing these discussions, not just 
saying, ‘oh well, this is a bad 
thing’ and just moving on. [We 
need to] actually talk about po-
lice brutality at lunch. Having 
discussions is going to inform 
people about these issues if 
they don’t already know or if 
they don’t have accurate infor-
mation,” said Watson.

Because Andover students 
will have the opportunity to 
affect change in a wide range 
of industries from Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and 
Mathematics (STEM) to fi-
nance and politics, JayShawn 
Fuller ’17 believes that a de-

tailed understanding of social 
issues will be crucial after stu-
dents graduate. 

“[As Andover students], 
we’re going to go on to have 
so many different roles in so-
ciety. It’s important that no 
matter what we do, whether 
we go into STEM, or politics, 
or whatever else, that we have 
this knowledge and social un-
derstanding. Inequality defi-
nitely plays out in every differ-
ent facet of American societies 
so having social awareness and 
knowledge is very important,” 
said Fuller.

The talk concluded by Can-
ton emphasizing open and 
honest dialogue between stu-
dents and communities. He 
stressed the importance of re-
spect and maintaining an open 
mindset to ideas that come 
from different socioeconomic 
backgrounds and levels of in-
herent privilege.

“I think just taking it from 
history, you need to be able to 
look back and think forward. 
Not a lot of people have been 
able to do that and [without it] 
we will still see the same re-
curring events happening over 
and over again,” said Sarah 
Choi ’18.

“We need to develop a dis-
course that talks about struc-
tural inequality. This new 
discourse is where we should 
begin our conversation about 
how we can make America 
better [and]not have the same 
conversations [as 50 years 
ago],” said Canton. 

ANDIE PINGA
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Canton believes progress made to eliminate institutional racism is far 
behind the rest of society.

Cruise Dance Offers 
Night of Stress Relief to Seniors

The boat ride was two hours 
long and had a D.J., snacks, and 
soft drinks on board. As students 
cruised around the harbor, they 
were able to see the skyline of 
the city at all times.

The cruise was announced as 
a surprise during last Wednes-
day’s cluster meetings through 
a promotional video created by 
the class representatives, cluster 
co-presidents, and student body 
co-presidents.

“We decided to have this Se-
nior-only event at this time of 
the year because this is the time 
of year when conversations be-
come dominated by stressful top-
ics such as college apps, financial 
aid, grades, etc. We thought that 
an event that focused entirely on 
the Seniors’ enjoyment would be 
the perfect thing to make sure 
Senior Fall isn’t full of just stress. 
We wanted the Seniors to have a 
night to themselves and to have 
fun,” said Co-President Madison 
Pettway ’17.

JayShawn Fuller ’17, Abbot 
Cluster Co-President, said, “One 
day [the cluster presidents] were 
having a meeting with the deans 
and they just kind of said, ‘[the 
school] rented a boat, we were 
thinking we could do something 
with it for our Senior event,’ so 
we were just kind of like ‘a dance, 
maybe like a dance on the boat,’ 
and they were like ‘do you think 
people will go for it’ and we were 
like ‘it’s a dance on a boat!’”

Because Student Activities 
put in a deposit to reserve the 
boat for the evening, students 
were required to request per-
mission from their cluster deans 

to opt out of attending the event, 
according to Elliott.

Josie Simmons ’17 and Made-
leine Stern ’17, who both attend-
ed the boat trip, agreed that the 
surprise allowed them to take 
time off from worrying about 
college applications and bond 
with their peers.

“What I liked about the boat 
cruise was that it forced me to 
actually relax, because if I hadn’t 
gone on the boat cruise I prob-
ably would have stayed in and 
done college apps even more, but 
I got to meet a lot of new class-
mates and I had a blast– it actu-
ally really did help me de-stress,” 
Simmons said. 

Sterns said, “I liked that ev-
eryone in our grade got to hang 
out together without any pres-
sures on us and that we got to 
meet the PGs and Seniors we 
didn’t know very well. I think my 
favorite moment was when we 
first got on the boat because ev-

eryone was so excited to explore 
the different rooms and decks 
and take pictures together,” 

Fuller also considers the class 
event a success.

“Considering all the pictures 
I saw on Facebook, I think ev-
eryone had a pretty good time… 
I think it was just a really good 
atmosphere. Like, everyone was 
really into it, everyone was super 
willing to participate and super 
dressed up– It was good to see 
everyone in the mood for it,” said 
Fuller.

Elliott hopes to offer a similar 
event next year and keep the tra-
dition of Senior-specific events.

“We were lucky; the co-pres-
idents and the class reps were 
helpful in organizing and pulling 
things together, so I’m hoping 
we’ll be able to do something 
special for Seniors next year 
too– it may not be the exact same 
thing but we’ll see how it goes,” 
said Elliott. 

Team Psyches: A Colorful 
Part of Campus Culture

“We’re all bonding by wear-
ing either nice clothes or 
funny clothes. It also lets the 
community know that we’re 
working hard and that we have 
a competition that day or the 
next day. And if it’s a home 
competition we can do some 
advertising and get our peers 
to come support us,” said 
Ethan Brown ’17, a member of 
Boys Cross Country.

“I think the psyche is just 
to get everyone pumped up for 
the game the next day or the 
same day and also it brings at-
tention to your game to other 
people so more people come 
out to watch,” said Georgia 
Ezell ’19, a member of Girls 
Junior Varsity Soccer.

Some teams have tradition-
al psyches that have become 
emblematic of their sport over 
the years. Girls Varsity Soc-
cer has their signature one-
sies psyche, while members 
of Boys Cross Country can be 
spotted wearing sports jack-
ets and colorful shorts on race 
days. 

“Our second psyche this 
season was an annual tradi-
tion where we wear really nice 
clothes and then our shortest 
running shorts on bottom, so 
that’s always a classic. Almost 
all of our psyches have been 
running traditions through-
out the years so we’re usually 
not coming up with new ones,” 
said Brown.

“A signature PAVB psyche 
is the ‘what the hell are you 
wearing’ psych. So we just 
dress up in random stuff and 
really crazy things. That’s 
one of my favorite ones,” said 
Wang.

Britney Bourassa ’18, a 
member of Girls Varsity Soc-
cer, looks back fondly on mem-
ories of Girls Varsity Soccer’s 
camo psyche, which took team 

bonding to a whole new level 
when members took a sponta-
neous trip to Walmart to gath-
er clothing for the event.

Bourassa said, “I liked camo 
because of the backstory that 
went with it– we did a team 
trip to Walmart to buy camo 
clothes. It was a bonding ex-
perience. We all went and got 
camo stuff and got a camo um-
brella that we were passing 
around. When you see some-
one around campus wearing 
the specific theme of your 
team, seeing them like that, 
dressed differently, it’s like 
‘Yes!’” 

Although some teams have 
lasting traditions of psyches, it 
is unclear when or how these 
psyches originated. The histo-
ry of psyches and their origins 
remains a mystery to teams, 
coaches, and the school, with 
no information about psyches 
to be found in the school Ar-
chives or the Athletics office.

Even coaches who have 
been with their respective 
teams for years have no idea 
when this student-led spir-
it movement began surfacing 
around campus.

Although psyches and their 
importance differ for each 
team, Jeffrey Domina, Boys 
Cross Country Coach and In-
structor in English, believes 
they ultimately bring the team 
together.

“I think teams that have 
healthy team dynamics tend to 
compete better. In that way, if 
the teams that are doing fun, 
respectful psyches are proba-
bly stronger teams in the end. 
I’m lucky to have a team where 
I can trust the team’s captain 
and the team to do whatever 
they think is appropriate or 
fun,” said Domina.

COURTESY OF GIRLS VARSITY SOCCER

Andover’s Girls Varsity Soccer team mimicks “lax bros” for a psyche be-
fore a big game.

Continued  from A1, Co1. 1
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Recent T.U.B. Activity 
Causes Stir Among Students

Elliott continued, “If this 
is work that students on cam-
pus feel is really necessary and 
constructive, I hope that they 
would go about the acceptable 
route in terms of creating a stu-
dent organization and having a 
faculty advisor and registering 
it with Mr. Capano [Director of 
Student Activities] and Student 
Activities.”

Earlier this year, students 
perpetuated the rumor that 
T.U.B. set off the fireworks that 
were heard on a Friday night in 
September. According to Elliott, 
these claims are baseless.  

“I suppose that with adoles-
cents there’s always a possibil-
ity of more serious things hap-
pening, so we have messaged 
loud and clear that fireworks 
and setting off fireworks are il-
legal and highly dangerous, and 
so we would respond accord-
ingly. We really hope students 
aren’t entertaining ideas like 
that,” said Elliott. 

Some students believed that 

the actions of T.U.B. are not 
harmful at the moment, but may 
have the potential to become 
dangerous. 

Abigail N. Ndikum ’20, from 
Upper Marlboro, Md., said, “I 
honestly feel like T.U.B. will do 
more significant things. If they 
think that people didn’t mind 
the pencils, they’ll probably try 
something bigger in the future 
which may not be safe for us.”

However, other students 
held slightly different opinions 
about the presence of secret so-
cieties.

“Honestly, the likelihood 
is that T.U.B. is more of a club 
than it is a society, so I don’t 
see them posing any threats if 
it’s just a student organization 
that’s making pencils. It’s not 
that different from a club that 
makes posters or buttons,” said 
Auguste White ’17. 

“Everytime T.U.B. does 
something, I think it’s intend-
ed to start excitement or to 
make people a little bit happier 
about their day,” said Abdelaziz 
Bahnasy ’17.

Others remained neutral, 

but stressed that if T.U.B. grows 
harmful to the student com-
munity, administrative actions 
should be taken. 

“I think that T.U.B.’s activ-
ities are fine as long as no one 
gets hurt and no one is in dan-
ger of getting hurt. If someone 
is in danger of getting hurt, I 
think that there should be more 
action to shut them down,” said 
Tanvi Kanchinadam ’19.

Vish Dhar ’19 said, “If 
something bad did happen, I 
wouldn’t necessarily want the 
administration to shut [T.U.B.] 
down, but I would want them 
to acknowledge that there is a 
situation that we have and may-
be find ways to incorporate it 
while still being safe,”

White said, “I don’t really 
know what the administration 
should do because I feel like 
in some ways secret societies 
are exclusive and are harmful 
to schools, but in other ways, 
if all our secret societies do 
are put out tubs of soda, then I 
don’t have any strong opinion of 
whether they should stay or go.”

C.CHAN/THE PHILLIPIAN
Seniors embarked on a night of dancing around Boston Harbor.

Continued  from A1, Col. 3
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Shribman Identifies 
Changes in Political Parties 

Claudia Meng ’18, one of the 
two students who introduced 
Shribman during ASM, found 
that Shribman was able to ed-
ucate the Andover communi-
ty about the current election 
without offending students 
with strong political affilia-
tions. 

“[Shribman] compared cer-
tain candidates to previous 
candidates, and he made a 
lot of links between different 
campaigns. I have been fol-
lowing the election a lot, and 
I think he did a really good job 
of staying politically impartial. 
I think that makes people a lot 
more receptive to what [he] 
has to say because he’s talking 
about a historical background, 
the things that he’s saying are 
less able to be contested be-
cause he’s trying to provide 
a perspective for this year’s 
election rather than condone 
or deplore either candidate,” 
said Meng in an interview 
with The Phillipian.

Jimin Kim ’20 acknowl-
edged the risk taken by the ad-
ministration for hosting a talk 
about the current election, 
given that Andover’s campus 
is home to students that iden-
tify across the political spec-
trum. 

“I thought that [the admin-
istration] was taking a little 
risk because if he turned out to 
be more Democratic than Re-
publican and he showed that 
in his speech, some students 
might not have felt that com-
fortable,” said Kim.

Members of the student 

body found Shribman’s talk to 
be informative and interest-
ing as it introduced ideas that 
many hadn’t considered be-
fore and explain the reasoning 
behind certain events in the 
election. 

“It’s really important I feel 
that we as young people get 
engaged in the political pro-
cess and I’m happy that they 
brought in a speaker to just 
talk about things that are going 
on in this country. I think the 
speaker did a good job of being 
fair to all sides and [allowed] 
us to make informed decisions 
and really understand how 
the things that are happening 
have come to be. I didn’t [have 
much perspective on] a lot of 
the stuff he was talking about 
like blue-collar workers, Afri-
can-Americans and how they 
used to be largely Republican, 
and it’s really brought a new 
perspective to the way I think 
I’m going to look at this elec-
tion,” said Shyan Koul ’19.

Shribman emphasized that 
it was important to consider 
the complexity of the changes 
in the current election and to 
recognize their historical der-
ivations as well as their future 
implications.

“I hope that [students] real-
ize that the campaign is a lot 
more complex than just… the 
two candidates yelling at each 
other and that there are im-
portant changes and forces at 
work in American politics now 
that are changing the way we 
look at politics and eventually 
may change the way we live,” 
said Shribman.
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Shribman addresses a question posed by a student during ASM.

Continued  from A1, Col. 3

Clothing Startup Left with Three Choices

In early September, Kantaros 
reached out to the Athletic De-
partment about “sponsoring” 
team apparel. He proposed that 
the clothing company be the 
school’s go-to manufacturer 
for team apparel; Holden Ring-
er ’17, Captain of Andover Boys 
Cross Country, expressed inter-
est in Pacific Peak managing his 
team’s apparel. That prospect 
was soon shut down when Leon 
Modeste, Athletic Director, told 
Kantaros that the school was 
not allowed to conduct business 
with students, said Kantaros.

At the beginning of October, 
Tsai was in contact with Chris 
Capano, Director of Student 
Activities, and Elliott. He asked 
if the five Cluster Deans could 
incorporate a Pacific Peak vid-
eo into last week’s All-Cluster 
Meetings. Elliott responded by 
scheduling a meeting with the 
group’s leaders to confirm that 
the organization was non-prof-
it, which is not the case, said 
Kantaros. Due to time con-
straints, however, the meeting 
never happened, causing the 
video to not be shown. Kantaros 
explained that Pacific Peak then 
sought to sponsor the Class 
of 2018’s apparel, coordinat-
ing T-shirt designs with 2018’s 
Class Representatives and Ad-
visors.

Elliott, however, then 
emailed Kantaros and Tsai ear-
lier this week, instructing Pa-
cific Peak to sever all plans for 
sponsoring apparel until the 
company received approval 

from Alonso, as well as Maureen 
Ferris, Director of Risk Man-
agement, and Andrea Nix, Chief 
Finance Officer, said Kantaros.

On Tuesday, Elliott and Alon-
so met with Kantaros and Tsai. 
The aim of the discussion, said 
Alonso, was to figure out how 
Pacific Peak could still operate 
without interfering with the 
school’s non-profit status.

“We explained to Ms. Elliott 
and Mr. Alonso the intent of 
our company and the impact we 
wish to have on this campus,” 
wrote Tsai in an email to The 
Phillipian. “Knowing that we 
now have the school’s support, 
we can focus on our mission to 
promote environmental aware-
ness on and off campus.”

Kantaros and Tsai walked 
out of the meeting with three 
options on the table: become 
a club, operate off campus, or 
close up shop.

Currently Pacific Peak is not 
formally recognized as a club, 
which restricts it from attend-
ing club rallies and thereby 
prevents students from joining 
under the same circumstances 
other clubs follow. If it does be-
come a club, Pacific Peak would 
host weekly meetings to edu-
cate students on environmen-
tal issues and give participants 
a chance to be involved in its 
clothing affairs, said Kantaros. 
But he’s concerned that becom-
ing a club would cause the team 
to lose its autonomy.

“Pacific Peak, for me, has 
been a great learning experi-
ence in running a company and 
working with individuals as a 
group, and creating and selling 

a product, and operating a busi-
ness. I personally feel that, as a 
club, we’d be giving away some 
of those powers and some of 
that freedom, and we’d be hand-
ing it over to the school. That’s 
my biggest hesitation,” said 
Kantaros.

The second option involves 
distancing the organization’s 
operations from campus. As Pa-
cific Peak operates in 30 schools 
across six different countries, 
the group believes that, if it 
shifts some of its practices 
off-campus, it should be recog-
nized as an ordinary company in 
the eyes of the administration.

“I asked Mr. Alonso a few 
times what it meant to be oper-
ating on-campus as a business. 
Legally, we’re run out of Boston; 
our address for the company is 
in Boston, and we have workers 
and members of Pacific Peak all 
over the country and in South 
Korea as well,” said Kantaros.

“If the list of things that 
would make us as an off-campus 
entity is fairly simple to accom-
plish, then it should be a pretty 
easy fix – like if that means not 
shipping our shirts from Ando-
ver’s mailroom or not using An-
dover’s servers to edit our web-
site,” he continued.

Even if Pacific Peak decides 
to become an off-campus enti-
ty, the group’s members are still 
technically at risk of receiving 
disciplinary action. The Blue 
Book, on page 40, designates 
“running or serving as an agent 
for any business while on cam-
pus” as a Major Offense, which, 
the rulebook says, oftens war-
rants a Disciplinary Council 

meeting to determine formal 
punishment.

“There is a third option and 
that is: Pacific Peak gets shut 
down in its entirety. It’s cur-
rently doubtful that that will 
happen,” said Kantaros.

Pacific Peak’s ethos is its 
commitment to protecting the 
environment and informing 
students about environmental 
causes, said Kantaros. All of the 
profits that Pacific Peak gener-
ates, as they claim, are donated 
to environmental organizations.

“Our company is centered 
around the environment, and 
even though our entire plan-
et is being affected [by climate 
change], one of the most com-
monly known bodies of water is 
the Pacific Ocean,” wrote Tsai 
in a previous email to The Phil-
lipian.

From last February to May, 
Pacific Peak has made four do-
nations to The Climate Group, 

a non-profit organization that 
promotes clean-energy policies, 
totalling 3,650 dollars. 

Recently, Pacific Peak 
launched a Kickstarter to 
crowdfund its initiative to use 
100 percent recyclable mate-
rials in its products. Out of its 
9,000-dollar goal, the team has 
raised 8,345 dollars, at the time 
of printing.

Pacific Peak has garnered a 
fair amount of fanfare over the 
last year. The company’s signa-
ture T-shirts and light-blue hats 
have become a fixture on cam-
pus.

Nicole Cho ’19, who has mod-
eled for the company on its In-
stagram page, owns two of its 
shirts.  

“I really like their cause, 
because it supports the envi-
ronment. I just think it’s really 
nice to do. They donate a lot of 
their profits to different associ-
ations,” said Cho.

COURTESY OF PACIFIC PEAK
Pacific Peak aspires to become a completely non-profit business.

Continued  from A1 Col. 5

In light of the upcoming elec-
tion to be held on November 8, 
The Phillipian asked six interna-
tional students about their per-
spectives on the election. These 
students provided a wide vari-
ety of responses, ranging from 
views on certain candidates to 
how the election will affect their 
respective home country’s rela-
tion with the United States.

What are your views 
on the presidential 

candidates?

Maximo Bykov ’19, 
Russia

“Trump doesn’t release his 
tax records and Hillary doesn’t 
reveal her emails. Hillary had a 
private server and she deleted 
lots of emails– I think they are 
both stupid. They don’t prove 
their points and they rely on 
killing the other candidates.” 

Joanna Ploumi ’19, 
Greece

“Hillary Clinton would leave 
a better impression on the in-
ternational scene, since she just 
tends to speak in a more gentle 
way– The fact that she is just 
more reserved when talking [is] 
comforting, because Trump is 
uncivilized with those things–
He just shouts at people.”

Christian Il Hwa Chung ’18, 
Republic of Korea

“As a foreigner judging what 
Trump is saying about his trade 
policy and his government se-
curity policy, it is disparaging to 
listen to what he is wanting to 
achieve as president– mak[ing] 
other countries pay the United 
States for protecting [them]. I 
think that rather than having a 
relationship of compensation– 
foreign relations should be more 
focused on helping each other.”

Ogden Nutting ’20, 
Argentina

“I don’t support Hillary Clin-
ton, Donald Trump, [or] Gary 
Johnson, so I’m hoping for Jeb 
Bush to make a fourth party to 
comeback. Jeb Bush is like a 
typical Republican candidate 
except he is not extremely right. 
Usually I like some liberal parts 
of the Democratic party, but on 
the financial sides, I agree with 
Republicans. And he [has] a 
closer flat tax rate [to] Donald 
Trump, but he is not racist and 
sexist.”

If you were given the 
choice, who would you 

vote for?
Joanna Ploumi ’19, 

Greece
“Coming from a country 

where democracy was born and 
where socialism played a vicious 
role in people’s fates, I wouldn’t 
want to vote for [a] socialist/
liberal party. Although I lean 
towards the conservative side, I 
would not be comfortable voting 
for Trump, because of the way 
he acts in public. He would only 

repeat the same thing over and 
over again like building the wall, 
and people would cheer [for] 
him frantically which is really 
repulsive.”

Malika Dia ’17, 
Burkina Faso

“If I was an American cit-
izen, I would choose Hillary 
Clinton as president. Based on 
competency, how I’ve seen her 
react and present herself, she 
is extremely knowledgable, and 
she is not oftentimes offensive. I 
think it’s important that a presi-
dent has basic knowledge – ba-
sic knowledge on how to lead 
and also to respect others.”

Douglas Yang ’20,
Hong Kong

“My stance would be mainly 
neutral, but if I had to choose 
one, I would go with Clinton. 
From what I have seen so far, 
Trump didn’t really tackle the 
problem. As an Asian, I think 
there is discrimination in [the] 
U.S., [and] I came across Hillary 
Clinton’s plans to help ease this 
problem, [to] combat discrimi-
nation– But for Donald Trump, 
he seems more concerned about 
the debts of the U.S. and towards 
illegal immigrants he says [to] 
build a wall, so I think he doesn’t 
process what he says before 
speak[ing].”

How will the elec-
tion affect your home 

country?
Joanna Ploumi ’19, 

Greece
“I know that the Middle East 

will be affected by this election 
because of the ISIS situation 
and the crisis, but also Europe 
which is going through an eco-
nomic crisis. Greece [is at the 
center of this issue]. Greece 
even calls the U.S. president 
‘planitárchi’ (phonetic version), 
meaning ‘the person who rules 
the planet,’ because we just find 
that U.S. is almost always on the 
spotlight. I think the U.S. elec-
tion will definitely affect Greece 
economically.”

Malika Dia ’17, 
Burkina Faso

“Speaking for the general re-
gion, the west and Sub-Saharan 
Africa, there are dictators… who 
have blatant human violation, 
[and] because Hillary Clinton 
was so adamant in her posi-
tion on human rights, I guess it 
would be good for our country.”

Christian Il Hwa Chung ’18, 
Korea

“I think if Clinton gets elect-
ed, we are going to continue 
having this good relationship 
with the United States, because 
in terms of foreign policy she 
has similar beliefs with Presi-
dent Obama. North Korea is a 
country in development of so 
many nuclear weapons [and] 
the reason [South] Korea is not 
developing any nuclear arma-
ments is because we are pro-
hibited by the contract with the 
United States. If Korea chooses 
to still rely on the United States 
by paying the full price of the 

military budget that is going to 
be a big problem financially.”

Maximo Bykov ’19, 
Russia

“Putin endorses Trump. If 
[Trump] gets elected, Russia 
may improve relations with the 
U.S. If Hillary gets elected, re-
lations will worsen with Rus-
sia, and there have been mutual 
threats between her and Putin.” 

How is the election 
in the United States 
similar or different 

from your home coun-
try?

Douglas Yang ’20, 
Hong Kong

“I certainly know that U.S. 
election has more freedom com-
pared [to that] of Hong Kong. 
In the U.S., people get to choose 
anyone they want, but in Hong 
Kong, China still has control 
over our political system so the 
candidates are chosen by Chi-
na. Occupied Central was a big 
movement in Hong Kong– a pro-
test [done by] undergraduates, 
because we don’t have the free-
dom to choose who we want.”

Malika Dia ’17, 
Burkina Faso

“The election here, for exam-
ple, is a lot more drawn out than 
it is at home– [Burkina Faso] had 
[the] first round of democrat-
ic voting in a very long time in 
2015 after a coup when the old 
president was taken out of pow-
er. The idea of democracy itself 
is still fairly new back home, and 
the election would be definitely 
exciting but not as extravagant it 
can get in US. It’s not a two-par-
ty system back home. One party 
dominated until the coup and 
then after that, there were a lot 
more parties who were given 
free opportunity for presidency, 
so it’s definitely different people 
are not so much party-oriented.”

Ogden Nutting ’20, 
Argentina

“I think one of the main points 
is that Argentina’s election is 
socially more progress[ive,] be-
cause we already had a female 
president – but there are still 
many corrupt elections, like 
there was this president and his 
wife was vice president, and af-
ter her husband died, she took 
over the presidency and worked 
for another two terms.”

Joanna Ploumi ’19, 
Greece

“It does not differ much 
since the President of Greece 
is elected from members of the 
Parliament – but in Greece the 
President of Greek Republic is 
a constitution only, as the first 
and most important role goes to 
the Prime minister. Additional-
ly, we do have political parties 
that may have more support-
ers and [we] don’t restrict our-
selves to just “Republicans and 
Democrats.” Two of the largest 
political parties are called New 
Democracy and Panhellenic So-
cialistic Movement.”

HARRY SHIN

American Politics From 
An International Perspective
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Working with students from 
the Andover wellness publication 
Dear Sam, McKenna Montenegro, 
Wellness Programming Coordina-
tor, has brought Student Health 101 
(SH 101) to campus with content 
customized to fit the needs of An-
dover students. Montenegro began 
integrating the third-party online 
publication into Andover’s Health 
and Wellness program in 2016, 
and began adding Andover-specif-
ic content last winter. The service 
also offers a text notification that 
sends info and tips about health 
and wellness content by texting 
“PHILLIPS” to 71441. Since then, 
Student Health 101 has flourished, 
offering advice and information 
covering topics such as fitness, 
mental and sexual health, and col-
lege prep. 

What is Student Health 101?
The intent of this platform is 

to complement other wellness 
programming and education that 
is already happening at Andover, 
not to replace it or be the only re-
source. Some of the content is just 
fun and interesting. Student Health 
101 contains information about 
new health/wellness apps that you 
can try, healthy recipes, fitness tips, 
sleep solutions, college prep, etc. 
in addition to the heavier or more 
in depth content like depression, 
anxiety, sexual health, bullying, etc. 
and so much more.

When did you start Student 
Health 101? 

Student Health 101 was started 
before I began working at Andover. 
Dr. Patel and our Administrative 

Director, Cathy Golas, found out 
about SH 101 and brought it to our 
campus in 2014. I started to cus-
tomize our SH 101 with more An-
dover specific content during win-
ter term 2016, so this is a relatively 
new platform that we are using.

Does anyone help out with 
the blog? 

The Student Club heads of Dear 
Sam, Andrew Cortner ’17 and Niko 
Skrivanos ’17, provide some stu-
dent based custom content for the 
blog. I think it is important to have 
student involvement in this blog, 
as peer-to-peer conversation and 
advice can have a very different 
impact than adult-to-student con-
versation and advice. All of their 
content is approved by me and Dr. 
Patel before it is posted.  

Why do you feel the infor-
mation on your blog is relevant/
necessary for students to know? 

The content on this blog, both 
the custom content and that pro-
duced by Student Health 101 ex-
perts, is vast within the scope of 
health/wellness, but it is really tar-
geted toward Andover high school 
students. With that said, it is cer-
tainly relevant. The intent of this 
platform is to complement other 
wellness programming and edu-
cation that is already happening at 
Andover, not to replace it or be the 
only resource. Some of the content 
is just fun and interesting.

 
Do you have any future goals 

for this blog? 
I would love to see this blog 

more widely distributed and ac-
cessed across campus by students 

to students. I think it has a lot of 
valuable and fun information in it, 
and I would like to see students en-
gage with it more for their benefit. I 
would also love to see other student 
clubs or independent students with 
an interest in health slash wellness 
submit content to me to post on the 
blog. It is intended to be compli-
mentary to all of our other health/
wellness programming, as is our PA 
Wellness social media platforms.

Where do you come up with 
ideas for articles on your blog? 

This is an ongoing project for 
me, and one that I am hoping to 
explore further during this aca-
demic year. Student Health 101 
has been slow to start, and their 
company just went through some 
major, but good, platform changes 
over the summer so I am starting 
from scratch to populate the blog 
with more information at this point 
in time. The Wellness Educators 
here at Andover do provide me 
with some good topics on occasion. 
Andrew and Niko from Dear Sam 
choose their topics based on what 
their club is focusing on and/or the 
trends that are taking place in An-
dover’s current student climate and 
culture. 

Have you learned anything 
while researching for your blog 
that has helped you in your life? 

I think that one should never 
stop learning. Through researching 
articles for some of our wellness 
programming, or working with 
our team in the Wellness Center 
to communicate out about   infor-
mation regarding important health 
and wellness initiatives, I am con-

stantly learning new information. 
I think challenging oneself intel-
lectually and chasing knowledge 
is a very important part of one’s 
own personal well being, and this is 
something I try to intentionally do 
in my own life regularly.

Did you have a resource like 
this while you were in high 
school or college? How did you 
get that information? 

No, unfortunately, I did not have 
a resource like this or any of the 
other health/wellness resources 
that Andover students currently 
have when I was in high school 
and college. I had a personal in-
vestment in my own health and 
wellness and went on to college to 
study Kinesiology where I was ex-

posed to higher level content relat-
ed health and wellness as a result 
of my major. My peers at college 
who were focusing on other areas 
of study, however, did not get this 
information. 

Any health advice for Ando-
ver students?  

Your health and wellbeing is 
the cornerstone of your success.  
Making time for self-care and es-
tablishing balance in your life is 
something that we all struggle to do 
at times, but your health and well-
being should really be your highest 
priority. Make time for it every day. 
If you are ill and unwell, then you 
will be limiting yourself and your 
success in any given area.

COURTESY OF MCKENNA MONTENEGRO
McKenna Montenegro incorporates student and faculty voices into Stu-
dent Health 101.

Exclusive Q&A 
McKenna Montenegro, Coordinator of Student Health 101 Blog at Andover 

Housiaux Employs Meditation & Mindfulness To 
Facilitate Meaningful Conversation

With their feet flat on the 
floor, eyes closed, and arms re-
laxed, a pensive room of faculty 
and students were led through 
a series of mindfulness exer-
cises by Andrew Housiaux, 
Instructor in Philosophy and 
Religious Studies and a Fellow 
with the Tang Institute. This 

was part of a workshop called 
“Learning to Listen: Mindful-
ness and Philosophy” held last 
Wednesday night. 

Housiaux began the work-
shop with a short visual pre-
sentation and discussed the 
importance of mindfulness.

“In moments when we are 
not mindful, when we are not 
aware, we have fewer choic-
es. We’re running on instinct, 

there’s some kind of habitual 
response– If you’re present, if 
you’re aware, there are [realis-
tically] more options that you 
have, more things seem avail-
able to you,” said Housiaux in 
his opening remarks.

He quickly segued into ac-
tivities intended to help at-
tendees practice mindfulness. 
The exercises began with a 
form of active meditation, in 
which participants were in-
structed to place both feet on 
the floor, relax their upper 
bodies, close their eyes, and 
simply listen to what was go-
ing on around them.

Housiaux talked about how 
this was meant to get people 
thinking about mindfulness 
by making them aware of their 
surroundings and what was 
going on around them. 

William Locke ’19, one of the 
participants, said, “At a place 
like Andover, we don’t often 
get a chance to just reflect, es-
pecially on how we treat others 
and ourselves. I think mindful-
ness, and especially this mind-
ful listening really gave me a 
chance to do that, and it was 
really helpful for me mentally.”

Repeated several times 

throughout the workshop, this 
mindful listening exercise al-
lowed participants to recenter 
themselves and regain their fo-
cus between activities.

For the next exercise, Hou-
siaux asked audience members 
to pair up. He then proposed a 
broad topic of conversation to 
the group, and instructed ev-
eryone to listen to their part-
ner speak on the subject for 
90 seconds and do nothing but 
actively listen. 

All the activities that were 
part of the workshop were 
similarly designed to teach 
participants techniques that 
promote self-awareness and 
mindfulness. 

“I hope that students left the 
workshop with a sense of how 
they could listen to other peo-
ple with curiosity and kind-
ness, and how we could think 
about pursuing conversations 
that have deeper understand-
ing– mutual understanding– as 
a goal, as opposed to merely 
seeking to triumph in any dis-
cussion we find ourselves in,” 
said Housiaux in an email to 
The Phillipian. 

This sentiment seemed to 
resonate amongst those in 

the audience, including Flynn 
Bryan ’18 who believes mind-
fulness will play an important 
role in everyday conversation.  

“Conversation is so much 
more useful when you spend it 
listening and trying to empa-
thize with the person talking 
instead of being reactionary, 
instead of just thinking about 
your own personal opinion and 
stances and emotions, because 
then that prevents any actu-
al education from happening, 
because they’ll be on the de-
fensive, the same as you,” said 
Bryan. 

For Alexandra Macrides 
’18, another participant in the 
workshop, mindfulness may be 
a useful skill when discussing 
politics. 

“You need to be able to re-
spect your peers, even if you 
don’t share their opinions, and 
their opinion could potentially 
offend you. Mindfulness is a 
really good skill to have, to be 
able to not be offended and [in-
stead] honor the fact that they 
can have their own opinion 
and approach that with wis-
dom,” said Macrides. 
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Students were asked to sit silently and focus on the sounds around them. 
Alex Macrides ’18 pictured above.



Features Feels Obligated To Do A Political Issue,
But Just Wants This Election To End Already
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Would you rather be homewrecked or be a homewrecker?
It’s not easy being home wrecked, es-

pecially by your husband of 42 years, but 
through lots of C.P.U. resets and rewir-
ings, I’m back and better than ever. 

It takes a strong cyborg to move on 
from this and an even stronger one to 
rock these pant suits – am I right fellow 
female homo sapiens?

Why focus solely on my scandals? I’m 
sure you’ve heard of Trump’s numerous 
scandals, most notably the lewd locker 
room talk. I promise you, the only thing 
Trump will be grabbing, in this election, 

is the loss.
To get back to the question, though, 

it’s true that I’ve had my fair share of 
marital hardships, but – and I was just 
talking about this with Michelle Obama, 
who is my friend and whom I know very 
well– I don’t think that Bill, the puppe-
teer behind this campaign, should be the 
talking point of this election.

You know what, I’m just going to 
stop speaking and let Mr. Trump self-de-
struct.

Truth or Dare?
That’s a really great question. I’ve 

been thinking about this for a long 
time... maybe even since I was First 
Lady. 

And through all those years, 
through my time as a Senator, as Sec-
retary of State, as presidential candi-
date, through campaigning minimally 
and fundraising excessively, through 
appearing rarely and holding no press 
conferences, I’ve realized that this is 
an issue about which all Americans, re-
gardless of socioeconomic status, race, 

gender, religion, sexual orientation, or 
political ideology, care deeply. 

Now my opponent would have you 
believe that our country is besieged on 
all sides by the forces of evil and cor-
ruption, that fear and anger are viable 
solutions to the troubles that we face 
today.

I disagree. So if I had to answer, I 
would say this: as someone I very much 
know and admire, Michelle Obama, 
once said, ‘When they go low, we go 
high!’

I’ve got to be honest here. That ques-
tion is so, so biased. All night, you’re 
going so easy on Hillary over there; you 
never ask her about the emails, about 
Benghazi, about the pneumonia, about 
her husband’s infidelities, and you call 
yourselves ethical journalists? What a 
disaster.

Look: I’ve always told the truth. 
Always. 
That’s a fact. There’s no disputing it. 

And I work so hard. I’m working myself 

to the bone on this campaign, and no 
one ever appreciates it. 

But you know what? My wife has 
this little saying that she came up with 
– ‘Early to bed, early to rise makes a 
man healthy, wealthy, and wise’ – and 
that gets me through every day. 

But let me tell you, it’s hard. I mean, 
can you believe the things they say 
about me? 

So unfair. Unfair, and wrong.

What do you think of The Phillipian’s Commentary Section?
Good evening, ladies and gentlemen. 

To start, I would just like to make clear 
the fact that this speech is completely 
impartial, and The Phillipian absolutely 
did not donate to the Clinton Founda-
tion. 

Commentary adds so much to our 
community, and we need a section of 
the newspaper that represents the be-
liefs of our people. 

This isn’t about me, or Donald, or 
the future of our country. This is about 
making sure we have a space at Andover 

to voice our complaints. 
Editorials about clown-based ru-

mors need to be front and center so we 
can preserve the integrity of The Phil-
lipian. 

I have a rich history of defending 
Commentary. Bernie and I write mul-
tiple articles each week under pseud-
onyms in order to dominate the campus 
discussion. Trust me, but you would be 
lying to yourself if you said we did not 
need Commentary.

Commentary is really, really not a 
great section. The whole paper is a di-
saster. News is biased, Arts and Leisure 
speaks only to liberals, and Commentary 
is a huge mistake that we need to cut. 
Believe me. Like Mrs. Clinton’s govern-
ment, we’re putting our budget to waste. 

People accuse me of not donating to 
The Phillipian. Look, I donate a ton to 
The Phillipian. You couldn’t even imag-
ine how much I’ve donated.

You want me to release the num-
bers? No. Why don’t we focus on the 

real issues. We need a bigger bell tower. 
Instead, it’s all defaming me about my 
“locker room talk.” By the looks of it, all 
you naysayers are just non-varsity nerds 
that have never been in a locker room 
before.

I don’t see how we can lose thir-
ty-three thousand emails, but can’t get 
rid of one section! I guarantee you: I’m 
going to remove the Commentary sec-
tion, and it’s going to make The Phillipi-
an great again.

Excerpts from the Third Presidential Debate

Look people: I’m a winner, I win, 
and I move on. I win. 

The media, our total disaster of a 
media, is just trying to keep me, an out-
sider with normally sized appendages, 
out of power. I’ve homewrecked better 
than anyone. When I homewreck, it’s 
huge.

 I’m talking messy divorces, a lot of 
money, you name it. You need to know 
business. I don’t care who you are or 
what you do. I could do it better. 

Hillary couldn’t even keep her own 
husband under control. How could she 
handle a real man like Putin? 

All homewrecking means is I’m a 
huge genius. Don’t believe me? Newt 
Gingrich and Rudy Giuliani are going 
to go on TV tomorrow and argue that, 
so you’re wrong. 

I will keep America’s home safe 
from the real threats, like extremists 
and the decline in tanning salons near 
Trump Tower. 

All-School Meeting speaker sparks productive political dialogue on campus. 
COURTESY OF ANDOVER POLICE BODY CAMERA

“Although I don’t identify with any 

major political party, I have to say that 

this election has me thinking about our 

country’s history. More importantly, I 

am thinking about my 4 in History 300.” 

- Doreen Dory ’18

“I think it’s important for all opin-

ions, both liberal and conservative, to 

be heard. Especially that thing Trump 

said about Megyn Kelly.” 

- Gemyn Kelly ’19 

“Firstly, I am the head of the PA 

Liberal Echo Chamber Club. But I 

bet you already get my emails. Sorry, 

I only hear my own opinions; did you 

ask a question?” 

- Clay Mackinson ’17

“Is it possible to transfer from a day 

student to an international student? 

Like, just to a Canadian border-town?”

- Edith Wyne ’17

“Academics are taking a weird turn 

at Andover since the debate. The 

phrase ‘inner-city’ was on my last vo-

cab quiz.”

 - Rocco Road ’20

“I’m coming upon my one year 

mark for avoiding all political conver-

sations here at Andover. Of course, I 

succeeded by taping my mouth shut 

for a year, but I succeeded nonethe-

less.” 

- Dante Giovanni ’19

Secretary Hillary Clinton Mr. Donald Trump

Politics Overheard on the Paths
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Girls Shut Out Middlesex After Second Loss of the Season

After latching onto a tipped 
ball from Charlotte Welch ’18, 
Captain Beth Krikorian ’17 
threaded a shot through the 
outstretched legs of the Mid-
dlesex goalie to cap off Ando-
ver’s 3-0 victory against Mid-
dlesex on Wednesday. This 
victory succeeded the team’s 
tough 4-0 loss to St. Paul’s on 
Saturday. Andover’s record 
now stands at 8-2. 

Having lost to Middlesex in 
last year’s matchup, Andover 
was determined to bring home 
a win. The team focused on 
playing with positive energy to 
sustain its relentless offense.

In honor of Breast Cancer 
Awareness month, Andover 
hosted its annual “Play for 
Pink” game, with both teams 
wearing pink jerseys. Both An-
dover and Middlesex dedicate 
this game each year to play for 
those affected by breast can-
cer. 

Jackie McCarthy ’19 said, 
“There’s something about 
playing for something bigger 
than us that was really pow-
erful. Everyone came out and 
gave it their all one hundred 
percent of the time, whether 
that meant running for the ex-
tra ball or cheering your heart 
out. Everyone’s collective en-
ergy fueled the whole team.”

Despite not scoring any 
goals in the first half, Ando-
ver increased its momentum. 
Within the first few minutes of 
the second half, Emily Batche-
lor ’19 tapped the ball into the 
back of the net to score the 
team’s first goal.

Andover continued to domi-
nate the game by maneuvering 
the ball on offense and making 
smart plays. Feeding off of the 
energy from Batchelor’s goal, 
the team increased its intensi-
ty and both Welch and Krikori-
an smashed in goals, leading to 
Andover’s 3-0 win.

Commenting on the team’s 
attitude, Krikorian said, “Our 
intensity was our greatest as-
set today. It was a fun game 
and it meant a lot because it 
was our ‘Play for Pink’ game. 
It was great that we came out 
strong not just for ourselves 
but for those who we are rep-
resenting by wearing pink.” 

Andover’s victory against 
Middlesex was a triumphant 
rebound from its tough 4-0 
loss against St. Paul’s on Sat-
urday. 

Andover started the game 

sluggishly, conceding a goal. 
Brooke Keough ’19 said, “We 
could have made it a closer 
game in the first half because 
they didn’t totally dominate. 
They were the fastest team 
we had seen this year, and we 
weren’t used to it.” 

Despite the slow start, An-
dover was able to create offen-
sive opportunities.

In an email to The Phillipian, 
Charlotte Welch wrote, “We 
had a good amount of chances 
[to score], but we couldn’t cap-
italize.” 

Entering the second half 
down only one goal, Andover 
was desperate to make a come-
back. While the team overex-
tended offensively, Andover’s 
opponent double-teamed the 
defense and tapped in three 
more consecutive goals. 

McCarthy said, “We lost our 
composure after the second 
goal in the second half. That’s 
not something we’ve ever done 
before. We usually rally after a 
call doesn’t go our way, so that 
was something we had to deal 
with.”  

Despite the loss on Saturday, 
Andover made an effort to take 
positives from the game.

In an email to The Phillipi-
an, Krikorian wrote, “It was up 
to us to change the momentum 
of the rest of the season after 
the loss so it was great to see 
us come out so strong against 
Middlesex and fix what we 
didn’t do from St. Paul’s.” 

This week, the team will 
travel to Northfield Mount 
Hermon in hopes of beginning 
another win streak.

NATASHA SINGAREDDY

Andover Finds its Stride in Five-Game Undefeated Streak

With a comfortable three-
goal lead already on the score-
board, Post-Graduate Andriy 
Proctor ’17 took a strike from 
20 yards out and drilled the 
ball into the back of the net, 
securing Andover a 4-1 victo-
ry over Tilton last Saturday. 
On Monday, Andover’s hard-
fought battle against Milton, 
last year’s Nepsac Division-I 
champions, ended in a 1-1 draw. 
Andover’s record now stands 
at 6-2-2.

Against Tilton, the team 
came out strong in the first 
half and managed to put three 
goals on the scoreboard be-
fore the whistle. Co-Captain 
Henry Meyerrose ’17 was first 
to score, followed by a solo ef-
fort from Owen Glover ’19, and 
Proctor’s first goal.

Head Coach Will Orben 
said, “The team pressed Tilton 
high up the field and finished 
their chances – we have a great 
habit of starting games well 
and it showed at Tilton.’’

Andover continued its con-
trol over the game in the sec-
ond half, as Proctor put in his 
second goal of the day, and An-
dover’s fourth. 

Andover’s success was 
largely built off the strong per-
formance from the defense. 
The team held Tilton score-
less for a majority of the game. 
However, in the final minutes, 
Tilton managed to take away 

Andover’s clean sheet with a 
penalty shot.

Owen Glover ’19 said, “We 
attacked really quickly, and we 

tried to play with a lot of intent 
getting towards the ball real-
ly fast; we kept that pressure 
on them and eventually they 

caved.”
The team also played to-

gether as a unit, moving the 
ball well and controlling pos-

session. 
Proctor said, “We had more 

fluidity in the midfield and a 
new dynamic which has al-
lowed us to link up more.”

Against Milton, Andover 
carried its energy into a chal-
lenging match against a more 
competitive opponent. The 
team started out well, as Proc-
tor put Andover in front with a 
goal in the first half. Andover, 
however, wasn’t able to extend 
the lead throughout the game 
despite several scoring oppor-
tunities.

Meyerrose said, “We had 
some good opportunities but 
needed to be more effective in 
that last pass and finish.” 

Eventually in the second 
half, Milton managed to tie 
the game at 1-1. With 20 min-
utes still left on the clock, the 
defense and the keeper were 
forced into a high-pressure 
situation. The team, though, 
maintained its composure. 

Max Levi ’19 said, “The de-
fense played really well and 
kept us in it. Despite giving up 
a goal, they managed to keep 
their heads in it and stay fo-
cused.”

Will Raphael ’18 said, “We 
dug in deep, worked really 
hard, and made sure that we 
stayed in our spots.”

The game remained at a 1-1 
deadlock until the final whis-
tle.  

Coach Orben said, “They 
were a quality team and de-
spite some great work from 
our defense and our goalkeep-
er, they evened the score in the 
second half. While [we were] 
disappointed not to win, we 
felt good about our effort and 
organization that day.’’ 

Andover hopes to rebound 
with a win against Northfield 
Mount Hermon on Saturday.

NACHO HIDALGO

BOYSSOCCER
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Emily Batchelor ’19 scored in Andover’s game against Middlesex. The two teams wore pink jerseys in honor of Breast Cancer Awareness month. 

A.MACAYA/THE PHILLIPIAN
A two-year member of Andover Boys Soccer, Will Raphael ’18 bolsters the team’s defense.
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Seven Runners Place in Top 
Ten Against St. Paul’s 

Crossing the finish line 
shoulder to shoulder, Captain 
Holden Ringer ’17 and Giaco-
mo Marino ’18 both clocked in 
at a time of 17:05, securing first 
and second place for Andover 
Boys Cross Country. Claiming 
seven of the top ten finishes 
overall in a dominant perfor-
mance as a unit, the team de-
feated St. Paul’s on Saturday 
with a score of 20-40, bringing 
its record to 2-0.

The entire team excelled on 
the course, with all runners 
finishing below 19:00 minutes 
despite the difficulty of the 
course. 

Head Coach Jeffrey Domi-
na said, “The St. Paul’s [race] 
can be tough. It’s not as hilly 
as the others we’ve raced on, 
but the terrain and composi-
tion make it very challenging. 
Despite this,  there were a lot 
of other great individual races 
on Saturday. This allowed us 
to win as a team.”

Overall, the team ran at a 
fast pace. Jacob Buehler ’19, 
Basil Alfaro ’18, and Nathan 
Goldthwaite ’18 finished in 
17:42, 18:27, and 18:31, respec-
tively. Spencer Davis ’18 and 
Alex Fleury ’20 ran 18:32 and 
18:39, respectively.

Andover’s control of the 
meet stemmed from one of its 
most efficient strategies: pack 
running. 

Ringer said, “We run in 
packs and try to feed off of 
each other throughout the 5k, 
It’s more efficient for the team 
and it has led to positive re-

sults.”
Buhler added, “Pushing 

each other to get our person-
al bests as well as win the race 
has been our goal and we have 
been doing a lot of pack run-
ning to achieve this. Pack run-
ning has helped us to encour-
age cooperation in our racing 
sport.”

The team has also been try-
ing to prioritize its own tactics 
rather than worrying about 
the opposition. Each member 
has worked on zoning in and 
performing his best on race 
days.

“We already know who we 
are running against, so we just 
have to go out there and com-
pete,” said Ringer. 

Buehler said, “We need to 
work on our pacing. We need 
to be more aware of where we 
should be at certain points in 
the race, like in the second 
mile we should be at a certain 
point. If we work on this, we 
will be great.”

Andover’s continual im-
provement has led to two wins 
in the season, and although 
the team has only raced three 
times, Andover is already 
thinking about major seasonal 
success.

Buehler said, “The team 
looks super strong this year. 
We have struggled with inju-
ries this year, but if we contin-
ue to stay healthy, we can go 
all the way to Interschols.”

On Saturday, Andover will 
travel to Northfield Mount 
Hermon with the hope of se-
curing a three-game winning 
streak and continuing its pur-
suit of the championship tro-
phy.

MIHIR GUPTA

Andover Outpaces St. Paul’s 18-43

Post-Graduate Samantha Val-
entine ’17 raced past the finish 
line in 18:14 minutes, outpacing 
the nearest St. Paul’s runner by 
an entire 98 seconds. Valentine’s 
time in the 5K course carried An-
dover Girls Cross Country to a 18-
43 win last Saturday, propelling 
the team’s record to 2-0.

Despite her impressive margin 
of victory, Valentine said, “How 
much faster I finish in relation 
to other competition isn’t as im-
portant to me as how I personally 
got through the race. During the 
race at St. Paul’s, I tried to focus 
on keeping my thoughts positive 
because once I start to doubt 
myself is when everything goes 
downhill.” 

Michaela Jones ’18 trailed 
Valentine all the way to the fin-
ish line, securing a second-place 
finish for Andover with a time of 
19:03 minutes.

“When I ran the final stretch 
toward the finish line I wasn’t 
really thinking about coming in 
second place. I was just focused 
on finishing the race strong and 
getting as good a time as possi-
ble,” said Jones.

Persevering despite a hip in-
jury, Marina Hunt ’17 finished in 
fourth place with a time of 20:46 
minutes. Hunt trained tireless-
ly the week before to ensure she 
would be ready for the race.

 Hunt said, “After being out 
for about a week, I made sure to 
take really good care of my hip, 
so I would be able to run at St 
Paul’s. I also prepared by gener-
ally staying focused during prac-
tices and pushing myself during 
hard workouts so that I would be 
mentally prepared to keep up my 

effort during the tough parts of 
the race.”

Newcomer Alisa Crueger-
Cain ’20 completed the course 
in 21:11, securing a decisive fifth 
place for Andover. Eight seconds 
behind Creuger-Cain, Isabel-
la Morzano ’18 finished in sixth 
place with a time of 21:19. 

Jessica Wang ’18, who com-
pleted the course in 21:29 min-
utes to secure eighth place, said, 
“During the race, I focused on 
staying strong and steady. When 
I ran by Coach Hession, she told 
me to stay patient, which helped 
me relax and find my pace.”

The team had an intensive 

week at practice, which set the 
stage for its successful meet.

Jones said, “Last week we did 
a three-mile tempo workout, and 
it went well. That definitely gave 
me confidence that our team 
could run strong at St. Paul’s.” 

With strong performances in 
both of the last two meets against 
St. Paul’s and Choate, Andover 
looks for another win this Sat-
urday in an away meet against 
Northfield Mount Hermon.

Editor’s Note: Jessica Wang is 
an Associate Video Editor for The 
Phillipian.

GIRLSCROSSCOUNTRY
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Jess Wang ’18 began running cross country this year.
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Athlete of the Week: Samantha Valentine ’17

As the first Girls Cross 
Country Post-Graduate (PG) 
in many years, Samantha Val-
entine ’17 has made a name for 
herself at Andover by placing 
first in every race this season 
thus far. Valentine also broke 
the course record at Northfield 
Mount Hermon (NMH), fin-
ishing the race in 18 minutes 
and 29 seconds, 18 seconds 
ahead of the previous record. 
Hailing from Middleton, Wis., 
Valentine has competitively 
run cross-country and track 
since sixth grade. 

Valentine’s passion for the 
sport, along with her years of 
experience, has made an indis-
putable impact on the team. 

Head Coach Rebecca Hes-
sion said, “It’s obviously great 
to have someone come to the 
team with a lot of running ex-
perience and a lot of racing ex-
perience. All levels of runners 
come to the team and it’s a mix-
ture of girls who are just trying 
to figure out what this running 
and racing thing is all about 
and those who come knowing 
that running is a big part of 
their life and that passion can 
help spread to other girls on 
the team. It’s that balance of 
both levels of experience that 
creates something that’s pretty 
special and unique.”

Valentine’s presence since 
the beginning of the sea-
son has also influenced her 
teammates. Captain Morgan 
Rooney ’17 said, “Samantha 
has made a huge impact on the 
team not only in her perfor-
mance, but in her experience 
as a runner and her positive 
attitude and amazing light that 

she brings to practice each day. 
She is one of the most talented 
runners I have ever seen and I 
am so blessed to be able to run 
and train with her every day.”

“Samantha has been such 
an awesome addition to the 
team this year, we are so lucky 
to have her. She’s an incredi-
bly strong runner, while also 
a really encouraging and nice 
teammate. She’s been racing 

really strong and consistently 
so far, and I can’t wait to see 
what she accomplishes by the 
end of the season. I think her 
running ability is also really 
inspiring to a lot of girls on the 
team,” added Eva Chilson ’18. 

Valentine’s four first-place 
finishes, along with her posi-
tive attitude and passion, have 
earned her title of The Phillipi-
an’s Athlete of the Week.

ANNIE LORD

A.MACAYA/THE PHILLIPIAN
Post-Graduate Samantha Valentine ’17 has placed first in all four races this 
season.

What made you want to PG here at Andover?
I came to Andover as a PG to further develop as a runner 

and a person.
 
How has being on the cross country team eased your 

transition into Andover?
Being on the cross country team has helped a lot with my 

transition to Andover; it’s an immediate community I know 
I can count on.

How do you train at home and here at Andover? Are 
there differences between your training at home and at 
Andover?
At home I’m usually running on my own, whereas here I 

have Michaela [Jones ’18] to train with, which has been great.
 
Do you have any pre-race rituals or superstitions?
Sometimes I have kale before a race.

How did it feel to break the course record at NMH?
I was pleasantly surprised to break the course record at 

NMH; I just raced as well as I could for that day.

What inspires you to run? Who are your inspirations?
As far as inspiration, I feel like running is a beautiful thing. 

It’s such a natural act, and I appreciate that about it. It’s nev-
er really a chore to run; I’m compelled to run by something 
within me I can’t quite pinpoint.

What do you credit your success as a runner to? How do 
you define success?
I’d say being successful as a runner has a lot to do with pa-

tience, so I think success can be defined as the way one re-
sponds to a setback of any kind, be it the pain in the middle of 
a race, or a major injury, or anything in between. It’s impos-
sible to control what happens to us, but we can control how 
we respond to it.

What has been the highlight of your time at Andover – 
both as an athlete and in general?
The highlight of my time at Andover has been getting to 

know everyone on the team and also getting to know other 
people at Andover as well.

Q&A
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Rebecca Hession
HEAD COACH FEATURE

Head Coach Rebecca Hession 
has guided Andover Girls Cross 
Country to several successful 
seasons since she began coaching 
at Andover ten years ago. Most 
notably, Hession coached back-
to-back New England Champion-
ship (Nepsta Division 1) teams in 
the 2014 and 2015 seasons.

Running has always been an 
important part of Hession’s life. 
She began her running career in 
middle school, competing in both 
track and cross-country. She con-
tinued to run throughout high 
school, and still finds joy in run-
ning in her free time. 

In an email to The Phillipian, 
Hession said, “I love running for 
lots of reasons, including the fact 
that it helps me develop a sense of 
place.”

After her competitive running 
career came to an end, Hession 
began coaching for Andover in 
2006. Six years ago, she took over 
the role of Head Coach, replacing 
former Head Coach Nancy Lang.

With her several years of ex-
perience as a coach at Andover, 

Hession possesses a high level 
of knowledge of the sport and 
knows how to prepare her team 
for each and every race. She also 
credits her assistant coaches for 
helping shape each practice week 
to hone the skills of the team’s 
runners. 

Hession said, “The thing I like 
most about coaching is the oppor-
tunity to help build community.”

“Coaches Hyland, Meyer, Tor-
abi, myself, and all the runners 
share a passion for creating a pos-
itive and supportive team envi-
ronment,” continued Hession.

In an email to The Phillipian, 
Michaela Jones ’18 wrote, “Coach 
Hession is a very caring person 
who works hard to make every-
one on the cross-country team, 
big as it is, feel welcome and im-
portant.”

Hession’s passion for the sport 
motivates her team to practice 
with consistency and enthusiasm. 

“She also has an incredibly 
positive outlook which is very 
inspiring. It makes you want to 
work hard at practice, and get 
better,” added Jones.

Hession connects with her 
runners through her dedication 

to the team. She brings her en-
ergetic attitude on runs with the 
team and constantly checks in on 
the runners physical and mental 
well-being.

Alisa Crueger-Cain ’20 said, 
“Coach Hession is one of the 
most optimistic and high-ener-
gy coaches I have ever had. She 
always brightens my day, leaving 
me feeling strong and happy after 
runs. She helps improve the team 
by giving us her positive energy, 
which brings the team closer to-
gether. Coaches like Coach Hes-
sion are the reason why I love to 
run.” 

As a Post-Graduate, and a new 
member of the team, Samantha 
Valentine ’17 has already benefit-
ed from Hession’s knowledge and 
experience for the sport.

Valentine said, “I love that 
Coach Hession is so supportive 
and welcoming of everyone on 
the team. She’s also very purpose-
ful about making sure each of us 
gets the most out of each workout 
by paying attention to each of our 
needs. She improves the team by 
being so positive and delightful 
every day.”

Hession values the sense of 

family that the tight-knit group 
has created with each other 
during practice runs. 

“As a team, we love spending 
time at Holt Hill and other trails 
around Andover. Running with 
friends in a special place is what 
I hope each girl seeks after her 
time on this team,” said Hession. 

The positive energy that Hes-
sion brings is evident in the suc-
cess of the team thus far in the 

season. The team finished fourth 
at the Codfish Bowl, first at the 
Northfield Mount Hermon In-
vitational, and won its first two 
dual-team races by a comfortable 
margin.

Hession has guided Andover to 
back-to-back Nepsta titles in the 
past two years and looks to lead 
her team to its third consecutive 
championship honor.

MEGHAN WARD

CAPTAIN FEATURE

Morgan Rooney ’17

Heading into her fourth season 
on the team, Andover Girls Cross 
Country Captain Morgan Rooney 
’17 already has two Nepsta Cross 
Country Championships under 
her belt. A four-year senior from 
Duluth, Minn., Rooney has been 
running cross-country since the 
seventh grade.

Rooney said, “I started [run-
ning] in seventh grade after I got 
cut from the basketball team… I 

found a lot of success in it, and I 
continued on. It’s just always been 
a really fun and integral part of my 
life that I’ve really enjoyed.” 

Since joining the team at Ando-
ver, Rooney’s love for running has 
only grown because of the support 
of her teammates.

Rooney said, “I love spending 
time with my teammates and just 
running and chatting with them. 
It’s a really good release.” 

Her passion for running and 
her connection with her team-
mates has guided Rooney through 
her captaincy, and she believes a 
team only operates as a unit when 
everyone is effectively communi-
cating together.

Rooney said, “I think that it’s 
super important to get on a close 
level of connection. I check in with 
all the runners during practice, 
talk to people, say hi on the path to 
my teammates. It’s really the small 
things with such a big team that 
help make us a cohesive unit.” 

“We have [a] team dinner ev-
ery night, [which ensures that] the 

team is connected with not only 
me, [but] with each other, because 
it’s a really good aspect of making 
the team successful and that re-
sults when you have a successful 
bond with each other,” continued 
Rooney. 

Being the only captain on such 
a large team can sometimes be dif-
ficult, but Rooney has embraced 
this challenge by becoming close 
with all of the runners and work-
ing with the other seniors on the 
team.

Rooney said, “I can lean on the 
support of the other Seniors on the 
team, which is really, really help-
ful… Being the main support sys-
tem for so many girls with so many 
different levels of experience is a 
bit difficult, but I really enjoy the 
challenge and getting to know all 
the runners.” 

Jessica Wang ’18 said, “Morgan 
has this amazing energy and spir-
it that brings the team together. 
Although cross-country is a big 
team, she’s been key to helping us 
become really close. She has this 

infectious spirit that gets every-
one pumped, and she never fails to 
make us laugh.”

Rooney is also a great role mod-
el for teammates during practice 
and meets because of her strong 
work ethic and determination.

“Morgan puts a lot of effort into 
every workout, which inspires us 
to push ourselves to work harder. I 
get pretty nervous before races, but 
having her words in my head gives 
me motivation and confidence,” 
added Wang. 

Head Coach Rebecca Hession 
said, “She has contributed to the 
team in meaningful ways since her 
Junior year. These contributions 
occur both in her efforts at practice 
and in races and through her com-
mitment to creating a supportive 
team environment.”  

This season, Rooney isn’t as fo-
cused on running as she has been 
before, but instead looks to support 
younger, less experienced girls on 
the team, according to Rooney.

She said, “I’m not too worried 
about my running performance 

this year. I want to be more into 
my role as a captain and support 
the other girls on the team. All the 
varsity runners come to preseason, 
and we all form plans to really help 
new runners integrate themselves 
into the team.”

Rooney looks to continue to 
support her teammates, and she 
hopes that with a strong line of 
communication and a basic foun-
dation of respect, Andover can 
achieve its third consecutive Nep-
sta Championship.

Rooney said, “As a runner, I 
just really want to stay steady with 
how I’m doing, [and] not get in-
jured. With that, my main goal for 
the team is to three-peat New En-
gland’s; that would be such a good 
dream for me, because we won my 
lower year [and] upper year, and I 
just really want to win my Senior 
year again.”

Editor’s Note: Jessica Wang is 
an Associate Video Editor for The 
Phillipian.

A.MACAYA/THE PHILLIPIAN

Coach Hession has led Andover in back to back championship wins.

JEFFREY DU
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“It helps with pack 
running, to know when it’s 
gonna get tough and when 
to surge and make moves. 
It’s really nice to know the 
course – it gives us a lot of 
confidence.”

Explore Andover’s Cross Country Course

Morgan Rooney ’17
Captain 

“When you run a course 
a lot you have a better 
sense of how to pace it and 
where to conserve your 
energy. It’s also easier 
mentally when you know 

what’s coming next. Home 
meets are also great be-
cause there are usually 
more fans too!”

Michaela Jones ’18

“Knowing the course 
is definitely a huge ad-
vantage. We do a lot of 
workouts on the course, 
specifically hill and tempo 
workouts, which help in 
making us more familiar 
and comfortable with the 
toughest parts. There are a 
lot of steep, long hills, but 
I think that the more run-
ning we do on the course, 
the easier it is to develop a 
strategy on how to ap-
proach it during a race.”

Eva Chilson ’18

“I’d say the hardest part 
is probably heartbreak hill. 
It’s the steepest hill in the 
sanctuary and it’s around 
the beginning of the third 
mile. But there’s a long 

stretch of downhill after 
the 1.5 mile point, and that’s 
really nice. It gives you a 
chance to recover before 
coming back out to the 
great lawn.”

Grace Rademacher ’18

Meet Andover Girls Cross Country

“Knowing the home 
course is surely an ad-
vantage in the sense that 
you’re always able to know 
where you are in the race. 
You know how far into it 
you are and how much you 
have left.”

Samantha Valentine ’17

Below is an aerial view of the Andover Cross Country route. The course begins and ends on the Great Lawn, with a loop around the 
Sanctuary in between. Uner the illustration, members of the Andover Girls Cross Country team share their experiences with the course.
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Andover Falls to Championship Runner-Up 

Rolling out to his right after 
faking a handoff to a running 
back cutting left, Post-Gradu-
ate William Sirmon ’17 sprint-
ed for 52 yards to score a 
touchdown for Andover Foot-
ball. The touchdown answered 
an opening kickoff score from 
its opponents, Cheshire Acad-
emy, and brought the score to 
7-6. Sirmon’s touchdown was 
one of a few bright spots in a 
lopsided loss, as Andover fell 
to a talented Chesire unit 47-
12. 

Although Andover put forth 
immense effort in Saturday’s 
game, the team was unable to 
secure a win against its oppo-
nent. Cheshire, the runner-up 
in last year’s Nepsac Class A 
championship game, was an 
incredibly talented team.  

Head Coach Leon Modeste 
said, “[We were] outmanned, 
outgunned, and overpowered. 
I’ve never seen a team quite 
like [Cheshire]. They were 
amazing.”

Nevertheless, the team 
fought from the beginning till 
the end, with Sirmon scoring 
early and Andrew Antonucci 
’18 scoring a touchdown at the 
end of the game. 

Co-Captain Keegan Cum-
mings ’17 said, “We continued 
to play hard regardless of the 
score and the injuries that be-
gan to pile up. We need to get 
healthy to finish out the season 
strong.”

One of Andover’s primary 
problems is that many of its 
critical components of its rota-
tion are out with injuries – se-

verely impacting its chemistry 
and game play.

Colton Fahey ’19 said, “We’re 
going to focus on finishing 4-4 
– right now we’re 0-4. We’re 
gonna really try hard to win 
these next four, because we’ve 
had a lot of position chang-
es and it has messed with the 
team chemistry a little bit, but 
we have been getting better as 
a team and as a unit and play-
ing better and we want to con-
tinue to do so.”

Having to train a new team 

and juggle players on and off of 
the bench while also trying to 
compete and win has proven to 
be a very difficult task.

Fahey added, “We switched 
up the offense this week – that 
was working pretty well at 
the beginning of the game and 
we were able to put up some 
points this week, unlike last 
week against Choate. Also, our 
defense played really well in 
the first half, but we kind of 
just lost control in the second 
half and we made some mis-

takes that lost the game for us 
and shifted our momentum.”

Although the game play was 
far from perfect, the team did 
show improvement compared 
to previous games. 

Larson Tolo ’18 said, “Com-
pared to the Choate game that 
we played two weeks ago, we 
really improved on offense and 
defense and team chemistry. 
We played a really talented 
team, [Cheshire], and we hope 
to take the positives from that 
game and build from them in 

our next game against Suffield 
and hopefully we’ll continue 
on with a winning streak, cap-
ping it off with Exeter.”

On Saturday, the team faces 
off against Suffield looking to 
continue the rest of the season 
with a clean slate. 

Editor’s Note: Larson Tolo 
is an Associate Copy Editor for 
The Phillipian.

SUZANNE KALKSTEIN

T.RYNNE/THE PHILLIPIAN

Cheshire’s defense held Post-Graduate Corbett ’17 to 12 rushing  yards.

FOOTBALL

Girls Dominate Offensively Against St. Paul’s

With less than five minutes left 
in the game, Avery Westerfield 
’18 scored a goal from 40 yards 
out, securing Andover Girls Soc-
cer a 4-0 shutout against Gover-
nor’s on Wednesday. Bri Fadden 
’17, Isabella DiBenedetto ’20, and 
Krystiana Swain ’18 also contrib-
uted to the team’s win, each scor-
ing one goal for Andover. Cou-
pled with Andover’s 0-0 draw 

against St. Paul’s on Saturday, the 
team’s record now stands at 5-4-
1. 

Against Governor’s, Andover 
dominated the field, rarely let-
ting the ball cross over into its 
defensive half. 

Co-Captain Antonia Tammaro 
’17 said, “The production from 
the midfield was the best it’s ever 
been. It was really helpful, be-
cause Governor’s gave us a ton of 
space in the midfield so we were 
able to play through balls to Zoe 
[Oasis ’17] and Krystiana.”

“Also, we moved the ball up 
the field, which is something 
we have been struggling with. I 
think the past couple of games 
have been huge for us. We are 
really starting to settle in,” she 
continued.

Andover’s defense held strong 
throughout the game, prevent-

ing any scoring opportunities for 
Governor’s. 

Tookie Wilson ’18 said, “No 
matter who our defenders are 
on the field, I think we all un-
derstand that above all, we work 
together and play as a unit, step-
ping and dropping together.”

Against St. Paul’s on Saturday, 
neither team was able to find the 
back of the net. Andover, how-
ever, came out strong and main-
tained possession.    

Swain said, “Overall, I think 
we dominated the game. We 
moved the ball well and did a 
good job countering. The only 
problem was that we couldn’t put 
the ball in the back of the net.”

On the defensive side of the 
ball, Tammaro recorded a penal-
ty save in the first half, keeping 
the game level. In addition to 
Tammaro’s saves, her defensive 
backs were able to stop St. Paul’s 
scoring opportunities.

Tammaro said, “Defensively, 
we are really improving. As the 
season progresses we are becom-
ing more and more comfortable 
with each other’s style of play. 
Everything is starting to mesh 
together, and it’s a great feeling.”

In the upcoming weeks, Ando-
ver will work on controlling the 
tempo of the game and creating 
more scoring opportunities. 

Head Coach Lisa Joel said, 
“We are a team that has picked 
up steam as the season goes on, 
and as teams get tired... I think 
our main goal is to really get bet-
ter everyday. We want to play 
smart soccer, our soccer.”

Andover will look to contin-
ue its success when it travels to 
Northfield Mount Hermon on 
Saturday. 

GIRLSSOCCER

Andover

Cheshire

12

47

ANDOVER SPORTS AT A GLANCE

Boys Cross Country

Girls Cross Country

Field Hockey

Football

Boys Soccer

Girls Soccer

Volleyball

Water Polo

SPORT             WINS               LOSSES                      TIES                  LAST RESULT 

2  

2

8

0

6

5

5

4

0

0

2

4

2

4

4

6

0

0

0

0

2

1

0

0

20-40 WIN

18-43 WIN

3-0 WIN

47-12 LOSS

1-1 TIE

4-0 WIN

3-0 LOSS

16-15 LOSS
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Bri Fadden ’17 has played on Andover Girls Soccer for two years.

MAX LEVI

Andover

St. Paul’s

0

0

Andover

Governer’s

4

0

Fall Sports 

BY THE NUMBERS

53
Percent of Andover Water 
Polo’s goals were scored by 

Neil Simpson ’19 in the game 
against Suffield.

59
Tackles made by Adam Co-

hen ’18 for Andover Football 
this season.



Libero Serena Liu ’19 deliv-
ered 20 winning service points 
in Andover Girls Volleyball’s 
game against Dana Hall on 
Saturday. Despite Liu’s excep-
tional serving, Andover ulti-
mately fell to Dana Hall 3-2. 
The team also suffered a loss 
to Phillips Exeter Academy 3-0 
on Wednesday, dropping An-
dover’s record to 5-4.

The game against Dana Hall 
was a marked improvement 
from Andover’s 3-0 loss to 
Choate last Saturday. The team 
was focused, came out strong, 
and battled hard throughout 
the match.

Liu said, “We had overall 
improvements from our game 
with Choate, more so in the 
first and fourth sets because 
we were focused [on] working 
to keep the ball in play by mak-

ing great ups and by playing 
the ball into the holes on the 
other side of the court, which 
helped us gain points.”

Andover came out strong 
and clinched the first set. 
Though the team dropped the 
second and third sets, it fought 
back hard and claimed the 
fourth set. The team, however, 
failed to capitalize on its mo-
mentum, allowing Dana Hall 
to secure the fifth set and the 
overall victory. 

Liu said, “We played really 
well the first and fourth set by 
focusing on keeping the ball in 
play and having good energy 
levels, but we fell back during 
the second, third, and fifth sets 
which ultimately handed Dana 
Hall the win.” 

Post-Graduate Margot Forti 
’17 added, “We came out really 
strong the first game, which is 
something we normally don’t 
do. I think we got ahead of 
ourselves the next two match-
es and just couldn’t get our in-
tensity where it needed to be.”

Later in the week, Andover 
traveled to Exeter and was 
swept 3-0 due to a lack of team 
cohesion.

Brooke Fleming ’20 said, 
“Exeter was a strong oppo-
nent… everyone played pret-

ty well individually; we just 
didn’t make it come together 
as a whole team.” 

Sidney Holder ’17 added, 
“We did well playing scrappy 
and coming back when we got 
down a couple of points.”

Andover will use this loss as 
motivation to finish the season 
strong. 

Fleming said, “In the Ex-
eter game, I really tried to take 
Clyfe’s advice and ‘Just play’ 
and ‘Go with your gut!’ I think 
that’s the mentality we need to 
have for the rest of the season.” 

In preparation for the up-
coming games, Andover looks 
to improve its skills and team 
unity.

Liu said, “We are focusing 
on our serves that we can use 
as one of our main offensive 
tools and serve-receive so that 
we can start each play cleanly 
with a pass, set, and hit.”

Forti said, “If we want to win 
the championship, we’re going 
to have to play more aggressive 
and as a team. We are taking it 
up a notch at practice and fo-
cusing on communicating with 
one another on the court.” 

Andover will travel to 
Northfield Mount Hermon this 
Saturday in hopes of returning 
to its winning ways.

Against Suffield, Boys Suffer Double Overtime Loss

After ducking underwater 
due to heavy pressure from 
his defender, Neil Simpson ’19 
resurfaced and ripped a back-
hand shot under the goalie’s 
arm. Simpson’s goal was one 
of eight that he scored in An-
dover Boys Water Polo’s 16-15 
double overtime loss against 
Suffield Academy. Earlier in 
the week, Andover suffered 
a 11-7 loss to Loomis Chaffee, 
bringing its overall record to 
4-6.

Countering Simpson’s in-
spired offensive performance, 
Suffield’s offense came out 
roaring. After the first quar-
ter, Suffield led 4-3, and by 
halftime, Suffield had scored 
an additional six goals while 
Andover had only scored one. 
A passionate halftime speech 
by Head Coach Dan O’Shea, 
however, revitalized Andover 
heading into the second half.

Simpson said, “Going into 
halftime, coach gave us an 
amazing speech that got us all 
fired up and that inspired us 
for the rest of the third quar-
ter… That was a turning point 
in the game for us.” 

Nick Isenhower ’18 added, 
“While we had a rough sec-
ond quarter, everyone real-
ly showed up at the end. Our 
captains, our bench, our field 

players, our goalies. Every-
one came together and really 
made our plays work and ev-
erything we’d been working 
on in practice. We really had a 
great game in the second half 
and it really showed in all of 
our stats.”

Alongside Simpson, Isen-
hower provided an offensive 
spark for Andover. He was the 
second highest-scorer of the 
game for Andover, tallying five 
goals on the day. 

Simpson said, “Nick Isen-

hower played the game of his 
life. He was covering their top 
player for the majority of the 
game.”

Against Loomis on Saturday, 
Andover struggled to defend 
against its opponents’ speed, 
and fell 11-7.

Co-Captain Dan Tran ’17 
said, “Loomis was a fast and 
experienced team that played 
as a unit very well. Their abil-
ity to capitalize off any of our 
mishaps hurt us a few times.”

Despite the loss, the team 

showed determination and 
grit. Simpson and Co-Captain 
Jonathan Xue ’17 each scored 
for Andover.

Tran said, “We have to work 
on our passes from the perim-
eter into our hole set player… 
We know that these are teams 
we can beat and that by doing 
so, we can punch our ticket to 
the playoffs.”

Nonetheless, Andover is 
confident in its ability head-
ing into the second half of its 
season.

Xue said, “I’ve never seen 
our team come this close to-
gether, I’ve never seen our 
team this passionate, espe-
cially scoring those game-time 
goals… Heading into our next 
two games we have a lot of mo-
mentum and it’s always good 
to have that kind of passion 
and energy driving us to hope-
fully make it to playoffs.”

The team will face off 
against St. John’s Prep on Fri-
day.

GIGI GLOVER

Andover Drops Three Games in a Row

LINDA BIBEAU

T.RYNNE/THE PHILLIPIAN
Eric Osband ’19 joined Andover Boys Water Polo as a Junior and is an integral member of the team’s offense.

Photo of the Week

Head Coach Leon Modeste has been the Andover Football coach since 1987.
T.RYNNE/ THE PHILLIPIAN

M.CALLAHAN/THE PHILLIPIAN
Margot Forti ’17 is a Post-Graduate Player for Andover Volleyball.
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WATERPOLO

VOLLEYBALL

Andover

Loomis

7

11

Andover

Dana Hall

2

3

Andover

Suffield

15

16

Andover

Exeter

0

3



Modelling his favorite pair 
of olive and gold sneakers, 
Rahmel Dixon ’17 comple-
ments his outfit with a pair 
of khaki joggers and an ol-
ive-green sweater. To add a 
unique twist, he wears a pair of 
socks covered in orange, blue, 
and red geometric shapes.

“The kind of style I usually 
go for is casual and streetwear. 
That can be in the form of 
jeans and a graphic tee; it can 

really be anything, but some-
thing cool that you don’t really 
see around usually, something 
different. Most of [my style] is 
pretty basic, but when you get 
down to the socks or the shoes, 
it’s like a type of flair that you 
have with it,” said Dixon.

Although Dixon grew up in 
Brooklyn, N.Y., he did not be-
gin to draw inspiration from 
his hometown until after he 
arrived at Andover. 

“Because I was in a new 
place and I had never been 
away from home before, I 

missed home. Even though 
a lot of people [at Andover] 
are from New York, not many 
of them are specifically from 
Brooklyn,” said Dixon. “Many 
of the people here, I don’t 
want to say dress the same, 
but there is a specific type of 
way, a New-England-ish kind 
of dress. That didn’t really 
fit how I thought I wanted to 
dress, so I just thought, ‘If I 
don’t want to dress like that, 
why not try something else?’ 
While missing home, I just 
thought, ‘Okay, maybe I should 
just put my home into it.’ And I 
liked the way I looked and felt 
good about it, so I kept doing 
it.”

Dixon believes that shoes 
are an integral part of his out-
fits. Since Dixon’s clothing 
consists of basic color schemes 
and patterns, he typically plans 
his outfits around his footwear 
of choice.

“[Your shoes] are the last 
thing that you usually see [on 
a person] because you’re usu-
ally looking at their face or the 
top part of their body… So any 
cool thing about your shoes, 
or your bottom half, will real-
ly make you stand out… I start 
[picking my outfits] with ei-
ther the shoes or the socks, 
but mostly the shoes, and I’m 
like, ‘Alright, what shoes do I 
feel like wearing? Do I want 
to wear these kinds of shoes 
tomorrow?’ From there, I use 
whatever small details, maybe 
in the shoes and the socks or 
the combination [of both], to 
give way to the rest of outfit,” 
said Dixon.

For Dixon, his fashion 
speaks for himself and is a 
large part of his identity.

“[Your clothes] are usually 
the first thing people see, so 
you’re making an impression 
on others every time you step 
out the door and see a new 
person, or even see the people 
you already know. That abili-

ty to show and not tell is cool, 
and I capitalize on that. I’m 
not one to usually speak a lot 
or talk or go into a conversa-
tion like, ‘Hey! How are you?’ 

I’m not like that, so I think the 
clothes that you wear is a way 
to do that without saying any 
words.”

SAM KATZ

A.MACAYA/THE PHILLIPIAN
For his outfits, Rahmel Dixon ’17 draws inspiration from the different peo-
ple and cultures in his hometown of Brooklyn.

Look of the Week: 
Rahmel Dixon ’17 Styles Sneakers, Socks, and Streetwear

A.MACAYA/THE PHILLIPIAN

Shoes are an integral part of Rahmel Dixon ’17’s casual and streetwear-in-
spired style.

Macuco Quintet Infuses
Brazilian Rhythms into Jazz

As an audio recording of 
a young girl’s voice echoed 
through the Timken Room in 
Graves Hall, Henrique Eisen-
mann, a guest pianist, accom-
panied with a smooth melody. 
The wavering yet passionate 
voice of the recording blended 
seamlessly with Eisenmann’s 
playing, creating a sense of 
hope and strength in the piece. 
Eisenmann explained during 
his introduction of the piece 
that he had heard this girl sing 
while on a trip in Ghana, and 
he instantly decided to record 
her for his piece “Marilli.”

“We are always searching 
for creating alternatives for our 
music, to not get stuck in our 
scales and our pitches, and hu-
man speech is a great source of 
inspiration because of repeated 
notes, unexpected leaps, and 
sometimes sequence of notes 
that you would never imagine 
otherwise, so transcribing to 
voice is a great exercise to ex-
pand your musical horizons,” 
said Eisenmann.

The concert, featuring the 
Macuco Quintet and Eisen-
mann, was held last Sunday. 
The quintet, based in Cam-
bridge, Mass., was formed in 

2014 by Joel Springer. The con-
cert featured works by Julius 
Hemphill and a few by Spring-
er and Eisenmann themselves, 
but the majority of pieces were 
composed by Hermeto Pascoal, 
a Brazilian composer. 

“I have been going to Brazil 
to visit my in-laws for about ten 
years just for a week at a time, 
two weeks at a time. When I 
was there, I would buy Bra-
zilian music CDs. I listened to 
Brazilian music, and [Brazilian 
beats] started to creep into my 
composing just unconsciously. 
After a while, I just decided, 
‘Wow, I should get a group to-
gether to play some of these 
pieces,’ ” said Springer.

The quintet performed 
“Little Church,” a piece by Pas-
coal. Beginning with a series of 
prolonged notes, the musicians 
played a dissonant tune. Eisen-
mann, on the piano, inject-
ed high notes throughout the 
piece, contrasting against the 
low-pitched, mournful melo-
dy. The brass slowly ascended 
in pitch to silence as the song 
ended.

“[The one] that is the most 
tiring to play probably is ‘Little 
Church.’ It’s slower, [and] I was 
playing clarinet on it. That’s 
difficult just because it’s very 
exposed. There’s not a whole 

lot going on,” said Rick Stone, a 
member of the quintet.

One of Springer’s pieces, 
“More Serious,” began with 
a duet with Springer on the 
woodblock and Huergo on 
the electric bass. As the crisp 
sounds of the woodblock con-
trasted with the low electric 
bass, Austin McMahon, a mem-
ber of the quintet, came in with 
sharp beats by hitting the edge 
of his drums. Later, the piece 
picked up a louder and and 
more jovial tone, led by Stone 
on the alto saxophone, Spring 
on the soprano saxophone, and 
Allan Chase on the baritone 
saxophone. The piece ended 
abruptly with all the instru-
ments playing in unison.

“[More Serious] is not Bra-
zilian, but it uses an Afro-Cu-
ban beat, and I just wanted 
to do something with that, to 
throw that into the mix. I also 
wanted to feature an open-end-
ed bass solo, [and] that’s how it 
begins,” said Springer.

“I liked how passionate they 
all were while playing their set. 
They all exhibited so much 
energy through their playing 
which really livened their per-
formance and made it much 
more enjoyable to watch,” said 
Remus Sottile ’19, a member of 
the audience.

R.PREM/THE PHILLIPIAN
The Macuco Quintet concert was held last Sunday and featured pieces by Brazilian composer Hermeto Pascoal.

ROMULUS SOTTILE
Email: sren, llee, and zzhang

Like theater?
Like drawing?

Like music?
Write for 

Arts!
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I painted this to practice landscape and realistic painting. I was inspired by my trip to the Alps this summer, and 
also by the human-feature busts in my studio. I decided to create something both peaceful [and] a little eerie.

Illuminated by a soft vio-
let light, Florence Grenon ’19 
gracefully sat up and down on 
the stage’s floor in sync to the 
somber chords of Arvo Pärt’s 
“Für Alina.” Choreographed 
by Alice Tang ’18, the audi-
ence gazed intently as Grenon 
performed various yoga poses, 
eventually executing a forward 
roll and pushing herself up to 
into a standing position.

“I think [Alice’s piece] was 
really original. She planned to 
make it [look like] yoga where 
breathing is the main part of it, 
and you really need to focus on 
your breaths while you dance. 
I thought that was really cre-
ative; I’ve never done a dance 
like that, so I really enjoyed 
doing it,” said Grenon.

The first Dance Labs of 
the year were held last Friday 
in the Modern Dance Studio. 
Directed by program coordi-
nator Alice Tang ’18, the per-
formance included two stu-
dent-choreographed dances.

“I wanted to have a big 

range of dancers and chore-
ographers, and we kind of had 
that, so I’m pretty pleased with 
the way that [it] turned out. I 
was really just envisioning 
some pieces that were very in-
dividual to the student or the 
choreographers, and I’m glad 
that it worked out the way it 
did,” said Tang.

Tang’s piece was largely 
based on improvisation. In an 
interview with The Phillipi-
an, she recalled working with 
Grenon to embellish isolation 
and yoga techniques in a piece 
paralleled to a performance 
last spring.

“My main inspiration for 
the dance was from a piece that 
Ms. Wombwell choreographed 
for us last year in the fall [An-
dover Dance Group] show, and 
the music was by the same 
composer. But the movements 
themselves were sort of im-
provised and they came from 
just talking and experiment-
ing with Florence in the studio 
and seeing what we liked and 
what we didn’t,” said Tang.

The second performance 
featured a group dance cho-

reographed by Emily Jackson 
’19 to a cover of “Cancer” by 
My Chemical Romance. In line 
with this month’s Breast Can-
cer Awareness, the five danc-
ers, including Jackson herself, 
brandished pink ribbons on 
their wrists while balancing on 
one leg with the other bent and 
lifted behind them. Toward the 
end of the piece, the four danc-
ers linked hands as Grenon fell 
back into their arms as a sym-
bol of weakness.

“I realized that it was all 
correlating into the whole idea 
of loss. It wasn’t just the story 
of the patient; it was the story 
of everyone around them. So 
we had a main dancer that rep-
resented the patient, and we 
had four other dancers around 
her, representing people that 
care about her,” Jackson said.

Dance Labs will continue 
throughout the year as an out-
let for student choreographers 
to practice and showcase their 
work in an intimate setting.

“I wanted to do real chore-
ography and really dive deep-
er into how a dance is made or 
why do we do this or perform 

here. So ever since I took the 
[choreography] class [at An-
dover], I’ve been getting real-
ly into it, and I’ve been pick-
ing out songs here and there 

throughout the summer, so I 
have all these songs in mind 
that I want to choreograph to. 
So Dance Labs is a great way to 
experiment,” said Jackson.

KAITLIN LIM

T.RYNNE/THE PHILLIPIAN
The first Dance Labs of the year was held in the Modern Dance Studio and directed by Alice Tang ’18.

Dance Labs Spotlights 
Improvisation & Breast Cancer Awareness Month

T.RYNNE/THE PHILLIPIAN

The dance to “Cancer” was choreographed to honor breast cancer survi-
vors, coinciding with Breast Cancer Awareness Month.

JENNIE GUO

Boarding school would have been difficult for me to survive without com-
fortable leggings and sneakers. These items are essential to my daily life, 
so I thought it would be appropriate to draw inspiration from some ce-
lebrities who have made this endeavor into a sport, otherwise known as 

athleisure. Here are some tips I’ve gained from seeing these trends. 

Tip #1: Crop tops and cropped leggings 
are staple pieces to any athleisure look. 
This basic combo never fails to deliver 
a streamlined yet comfortable look. Opt 
for a form-fitting cropped top (short or 
long-sleeved) à la Khloé Kardashian 
and stick on a baseball cap while you’re 
at it for the ultimate “off-duty” look. 

Z.STEWART/THE PHILLIPIAN

Illustration of the Week
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Claudia Meng ’18 danced to “Cancer,” choreographed by Emily Jackson ’19.

Tip #3: When possible, stick to neu-
trals. Resist the temptation to throw 
together different prints and colors. 
Instead, balance your look by going 
for colors like white, black, and gray 
and limiting yourself to one patterned 
piece per outfit.

Z.STEWART/THE PHILLIPIAN

Tip #2: Accessorize. Whether it be by 
adding mirrored cat-eye sunglasses (a 
Gigi Hadid favorite), a crossbody bag, 
or a slouchy scarf, accessories will 
bring your athleisure game up a notch. 
They will not only elevate your look, 
but give it some character and person-
ality as well. Adding simple accessories 
is sure to assert legitimacy to your fash-
ion choices!

Z.STEWART/THE PHILLIPIAN

Tip #4: Experiment with mesh, cut-
out, or patterned pieces. These details 
add dimension and texture to any out-
fit and instantly incorporate athleisure 
into any look.

A.LU/THE PHILLIPIAN

978-975-1230
733 Turnpike St.
North Andover

Captain Pizza

Any sandwich, chips, and 
a 12  ounce soda for

$16.99 For 2 Pizzas
Special: 

Mediterranean Foods

$8.95

Arts&Leisure
A.MACAYA/THE PHILLIPIAN
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The Moth: Finding Freedom through Personal Stories

LAUREN LEE

MICHELLE JEON

“One, two, three, four, open 
up the closet door! Five, six, 
seven, eight, don’t assume your 
kids are straight!” chanted pa-
raders as they held up colorful 
posters decorated with punny 
phrases. Marching from Pare-
sky Commons and trooping 
all around campus, students 
and faculty participating in 
the Gender and Sexuality Alli-
ance (G.S.A.) parade support-
ed and raised awareness of the 
LGBTQIA+ community last 
Saturday afternoon.

“I went to a pride parade 
in Boston, and then that was 
really really important for me 
because I was surrounded by 
all these people who not only 
were there and were okay with 
being LGBTQ+, but also who 
looked free and happy,” said 
Indy Sobol ’17, Co-Head of 
G.S.A. 

“I’ve just never seen people 
like that before, and so hav-
ing something similar at An-
dover is also really important 
because it just reestablishes 
that not only is this an identity 
that’s okay to have, but it’s also 
something that you shouldn’t 
have to hide and that you could 

be actively proud of,” Sobol 
continued.

The parade marked the be-
ginning of G.S.A. Weekend. For 
many, this event was especial-
ly important in light of many 
recent tragedies involving the 
LGBTQIA+ community.

“This year especially, after 
everything that happened over 
the summer like [the Orlan-
do shooting], I think it’s real-
ly important for us to reclaim 
our space on campus because I 
think that despite the progress 
we’ve made recently, it also 
feels like LGBTQIA+ spaces 
are increasingly under attack,” 
said Sobol. “Andover is an in-
credibly welcoming space, but 
this is also kind of an event 
where we can solidify that and 
make that known.”

The parade was held to raise 
awareness for the LGBTQIA+ 
community on campus and to 
recognize its continuing fight 
for human rights.  

“I think it’s really import-
ant to make it heard that G.S.A. 
and queer voices on campus 
aren’t just silent. We’re not just 
sitting in our rooms, thinking 
about our lives. We’re public, 
and we want everyone to know 
that we’re here, and that we 
are ready to take on the chal-

lenge of gay rights, but also of 
making everybody comfortable 
here,” said Daniel Ulanovsky 
’18, a board member of G.S.A.

Despite the absence of the 
Drumline, which usually ac-
companies the march, par-
ticipants paraded with over-

flowing energy and powerful 
chants.

“I think that this year was 
truly the most proud year when 
we did a lot more chanting and 
we did a lot more thinking on 
our feet, but also just the en-
ergy was palpable, and when 

the Drumline’s going, you can 
just hide behind the sound of 
the drum, but [this year] the 
enthusiasm was just so real,” 
said Karissa Kang ’17, Co-Head 
of G.S.A.

The Gender and Sexuali-
ty Alliance (G.S.A.) hosted a 
Moth-Style Storytelling event 
in the Underwood Room this 
past Saturday afternoon as 
part of a series of weekend 
festivities celebrating the 
LGBTQIA+ community. 

The Moth, a storytelling 
style that was popularized by a 
non-profit organization which 
is also called The Moth, that 
strives to share stories dissolv-
ing stereotypes and building 
bridges, was led by G.S.A. club 
co-heads Karissa Kang ’17 and 

Indy Sobol ’17. Choate’s Spec-
trum Club also participated in 
the event.

“I first found the idea of 
The Moth in my English class 
with [Dr. Tasha Hawthorne] 
and at that point I was in the 
middle of coming out while at 
Andover, so I decided to have 
my story be about coming 
out. I think that trying to talk 
through [that experience] was 
important to me and I know 
that [Kang] feels the same way, 
so we both felt that this was 
a good way for us to come to-
gether and share,” said Sobol.

In light of the recent “Na-
tional Coming Out Day,” the 

overarching theme of the 
event was “Coming Out… Or 
Not.” Many attendees spoke on 
their personal experiences and 
journey to discovering and ac-
cepting their sexualities. 

“You come out to your par-
ents, and you come out to your 
friends, and then you come out 
to every new person you meet, 
and you don’t ever stop coming 
out. It’s not a one-time thing. 
I’m coming out and I’m always 
coming out. I don’t get to stop 
coming out,” said Nell Fitts ’18, 
a board member of G.S.A.

Many participants ex-
pressed their insecurities 
about being solely defined by 

their gender or sexuality. How-
ever, the speakers took pride in 
the safe space Andover’s G.S.A. 
club provided.

“I’m incredibly grateful to 
G.S.A. at Andover. When I first 
came here, I didn’t really know 
much about who I was or who 
I was becoming or what kind 
of future there was for me… I 
feel that [G.S.A.’s greatest gift] 
is not even the education [it] 
can give people or the termi-
nology [it] can provide, but just 
a space for us to exist without 
having to censor ourselves and 
who we are,” said Sobol.

This discussion was part 
of a larger movement to help 

promote and understand the 
LGBTQIA+ community on 
campus. 

“To those who are not part 
of the LGBTQIA+ communi-
ty who did not come, I would 
say that I hope that they are 
still supportive of and willing 
to hear our stories and hear 
our voices in our everyday 
lives and not just in formal 
settings like this. I would say 
that the next time an oppor-
tunity arises to be educated 
about the LGBTQIA+ commu-
nity, I would advise them to 
take it and listen and learn and 
love,” said Max Rigby-Hall ’18, 
a board member of G.S.A.   

J.MORELAND/THE PHILLIPIAN

COURTESY OF CAMPBELL MUNN AND ZORA STEWART

Students paraded around campus during G.S.A. Pride Weekend in recognition of LGBTQIA+ students.
COURTESY OF CAMPBELL MUNN AND ZORA STEWART

G.S.A. Parade: Marching for Meaning in Community
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