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There was a renewed sense 
of enthusiasm as returning stu-
dents, accompanied by the famil-
iar sounds of cheering Blue Key 
Heads, arrived on campus for the 
beginning of another academic 
year.

Where there had once been 
only a construction site of steel 
beams and chain-link fences, stu-
dents could now see the brick ex-
terior and sleek architecture of 
the newly completed Rebecca M. 
Sykes Wellness Center.  Still three 
months away for its intended open-
ing, the building boasted a garden, 
multiple classrooms, and space for 
recreational activities such as yoga.

The refurbished fitness center 
also greeted students returning to 
campus. The gym, which hadn’t 
seen a renovation in nearly 20 
years, featured a fresh new paint 
job, as well as up-to-date fitness 
equipment and machinery.

During an All-School Meet-
ing (ASM) in September, Head of 
School John Palfrey addressed stu-
dents’ concerns about the sexual 
assault in the light of controversy 
surrounding the misconduct at St. 
Paul’s School. He emphasized the 
importance of trust and consent 
in the Andover community, mak-
ing it clear that abuse of any kind 
would not be tolerated. In addition, 
Palfrey spoke about the diversity of 
the Andover community and the 
necessity for conversations to en-
compass a wide range of sexual 
orientations. 

In September, a group of 54 
Lowers attended their first Men-
tors in Violence Prevention (MVP) 
seminar. Originating at Northeast-
ern University, the program was 
spread out over weekly meetings 
during the Fall and Winter Terms 
and covered topics of bullying, 
exploitation, and sexual abuse.  
Students learned how to be active 
bystanders and were encouraged 
to pass their knowledge onto the 
larger student body after the cur-
riculum’s completion. The pro-
gram began amidst the controversy 
generated by allegations of sexual 
assault incidents on other prep 
school campuses. 

On September 23, the commu-

nity was invited to the grand open-
ing of the Nest in the basement of 
the Oliver Wendell Holmes Library 
(OWHL). In addition to sliding 
glass doors, dry-erase walls, and 
minimalistic chairs, the Nest boast-
ed three new 3D printers, a vinyl 
cutter, and a laser cutter in hopes 
of encouraging students to collabo-
rate and create.

The Sadie Hawkins dance, a for-
mal dance to which girls tradition-
ally ask boys, was replaced this fall 
with the Abbot Ball in an attempt 
to remove gender-normative and 
heteronormative pressures on stu-
dents. With the new Abbot Ball, 
there were no expectations placed 
on who could ask whom to at-
tend. Faculty members felt that the 
change was necessary as the Sadie 
Hawkins dance was considered 
both too archaic and un-inclusive.

During a seemingly typical ASM 
for the creation of a documentary 
on President George H.W. Bush 
’42, the student body was stunned 
to realize that the former President 
himself, along with his wife, had 
returned to campus for a surprise 
visit. Bush, a recipient of both the 
Andover Alumni Award of Distinc-
tion in 2012, and the Claude Moore 
Fuess Award in 1981, was greeted 
loudly by students and stayed long 
enough to watch a preview of the 
documentary entitled, “41on41.”

Following the approval of last 
year’s new strategic plan, the 
Schedule Counseling Committee 
began the process of reviewing 
three new schedules proposed for 
the 2017-18 school year. The first 
schedule entailed reversing the 
current schedule by having seven 
terms per year and only three 
classes per day, each period lasting 
anywhere from 75 to 90 minutes. 
The second schedule split the year 
into four terms with only five pe-
riods per day. Class lengths would 
be similar to the first. Finally, the 
third schedule would maintain 
the current three-term system but 
Mondays and Tuesdays would fol-
low schedules similar to current 
Wednesday and Thursday sched-
ules. The committee also proposed 
to keep the current schedule. 
Members of the Schedule and Cal-
endar Implementation Working 
Group did research by interview-
ing student focus groups and learn-

ing about typical student life by 
shadowing Uppers and Juniors for 
a day.

On November 13, students and 
faculty participated in a “flash 
mob” to celebrate Veterans Day. 
Assembling at the Vista Walk, par-
ticipants proceeded to carry a 30 
by 50 foot United States flag to the 
Elson Courtyard. Later that day, 
faculty, alumni, and select students 
attended a Veterans Day dinner. 
Steve Abbot ’62, a four-star admiral 
in the United States Navy gave the 
keynote address. He cited his An-
dover experience as being crucial 
to his success and the development 
of problem-solving skills.

Julia Alvarez ’67 was awarded 
the 2015 Alumni Award of Distinc-
tion for her accomplishments as 
an author and poet. In her speech 
during an ASM on October 21, Al-
varez spoke about her experiences 
with prejudice and discrimination 
when she first arrived in the U.S. as 
an immigrant from the Dominican 
Republic. She stressed the impor-
tance of Andover’s “Youth from Ev-
ery Quarter” policy and urged stu-
dents to notice and appreciate their 
similarities and differences.

Early in October, Andover an-
nounced that it had partnered 
with Choate, Deerfield, Northfield 
Mount Hermon, and Phillips Ex-
eter Academy to found the Five 
Schools League (F.S.L.). Andover 
still remains part of the New Eng-
land Preparatory School Athletic 
Council (Nepsac). The primary 
objectives of the F.S.L. included the 
discouragement of aggressive ath-
letic recruitment and emphasizing 
the importance of academics in 
athletes’ lives.

Andover girls’ athletics finished 
the term with unprecedented suc-
cess. Girls’ Varsity Field Hockey 
won their first championship in 22 
years. Girls’ Cross Country com-
pleted an undefeated season with 
their second consecutive cham-
pionship title. Girls’ Soccer, led by 
their goalkeeper Antonia Tammaro 
’17, who posted three shutouts in 
the post-season, won the school’s 
third Fall Nepsac title. At the end 
of the term, Andover took home a 
victory during A/E Weekend. Boys’ 
Football, Boys’ Soccer, and Girls’ 
Field Hockey beat Exeter.

NICK TOLDALAGI

Blue Book Revises 
Stance on Consent 
And E-Cigarettes

This summer has seen many 
major revisions to the 2015-
2016 Blue Book, including the 
explicit promotion of healthy 
relationships and consent, a 
ban on the possession of e-ciga-
rettes, a change in room visiting 
policies and practices and new 
procedure to ride taxis.

The Blue Book now includes 
a section that states that giv-
ing consent to sexual activity 
requires students to be over 16 
years of age, to give a definite 
“yes” of their own volition and 
to be fully awake and conscious 
while making the decision. Last 
year’s Blue Book did not stipu-
late rules regarding conditions 
of consent.

“We have added language 
around healthy relationships 
and consent that all students 
should read, think through and 
ask questions about if they do 
not understand,” said Jennifer 
Elliott ’94, Dean of Students and 
Residential Life.

Furthermore, the revised 
Blue Book removed language 
that explicitly discourages sex-
ual activity, although it does 
maintain, as it did last year, that 
there are circumstances in sex-
ual relationships on boarding 
school campuses that are par-
ticularly challenging.

The revised Blue Book also 
includes new regulations re-
garding the possession of e-cig-
arettes by students on school. 
This year’s Blue Book bans the 
possession of e-cigarettes, while 
last year’s Blue Book contained 
language that only banned the 
“repeated use of... e-cigarettes.”

“In terms of the e-cigarettes, 
I think we are aware of and 
know that they are devices that 
can be used to facilitate not only 
tobacco use but also marijuana 
use and other drugs. It is hard to 
decipher between those drugs, 
and we want to give kids every 
reason possible to make good 
choices and take care of them-
selves,” said Elliott.

Elliott said that of all the re-

visions to the Blue Book, she be-
lieves the consent change is the 
most important.

“It is important for students 
to know how strongly we feel 
about affirmative consent, that 
the absence of consent does not 
qualify as consent,” said Elliott.

Room-visiting policies and 
practices were designed to set 
boundaries for safe and healthy 
relationships amongst students 
and to help establish respect for 
students of all genders, Elliott 
said.

“What I think we are work-
ing hard on and thinking a lot 
about is that we have room-
visiting practices of binary per-
spective and gender, given that 
we have boy and girl dorms. 
Our [revised] room-visiting 
procedures are designed to 
honor that we have students on 
this campus who do not define 
themselves on that binary and 
are rather along the spectrum,” 
said Elliott.

Additionally, the Blue Book 
now requires all students riding 
taxis to inform and notify their 
House Counselors in advance. 
Last year’s Blue Book contained 
no such language.

“[Getting permission to ride 
a taxi] is not the same proce-
dure as getting a car permis-
sion, but we want to know for 
student safety where our kids 
are,” said Elliott.

Although the changes made 
in the Blue Book were men-
tioned by cluster deans to stu-
dents at the start-of-school 
cluster meetings, the school 
administration asks that all stu-
dents read over the Blue Book 
every year and ask further ques-
tions when necessary.

“I hope that [the changes in 
the Blue Book] will ignite fur-
ther conversation around open 
communication, healthy rela-
tionships, decision making and 
communication that kids re-
ally need to be having with each 
other and with adult members 
on campus,” said Elliott.

Editor’s Note: This article originally 
ran on September 11, 2015.

ANNIE LEE

New Mentorship
Program Educates Lowers 

On Violence Prevention

Members of the Mentors in 
Violence Prevention (M.V.P.) 
training program at Northeast-
ern University have begun the 
process of educating 54 Lower 
student volunteers about how 
to be active bystanders. They 
examined topics such as abuse, 
sexual violence and bullying. 
The seminars, the first of which 
occurred last Saturday, will 
continue throughout the Fall 
and Winter 2015-16 Terms. 

During these seminars, men-
tors from the M.V.P. program 
will lead the students through 
possible dangerous scenarios, 
such as underage drinking, 
and offer some ways to deal 
with each one. These seminars 
will be hosted in two separate 
groups during Saturday morn-
ings. After completing M.V.P., 
participating Lowers will serve 
as representatives of the pro-
gram, passing their knowledge 
onto their peers. 

A participant in the program, 
Sparky Yoo ’18 said, “I think it 
is really cool that after this pro-
gram, we will become mentors 
for students [by teaching them] 
more about the causes and how 
we should react to violence or 
abuse when we see it happen.” 

Jennifer Elliott ’94, Dean of 
Students and Residential Life; 
Tracy Ainsworth, last year’s 
Director of the Brace Center 
for Gender Studies; and Leon 
Modeste, Athletic Director, pio-
neered the program’s installa-
tion with the goal of educating 
volunteer Lowers on how to 
respond appropriately to sexual 
assault.

Modeste said, “Being [an 
active bystander means] if I 
see someone doing something 
wrong, I’m not going to just not 
engage in it myself. I am going 
to tell that person to not do that. 
We want these young men and 
women to spread the word to 
their class, to the school, about 
how you can avoid those kinds 
of situation where nobody is 
saying stop.”

Last Saturday marked the 
first session of the M.V.P. pro-
gram at Andover. Both early-
morning and late-morning 
groups met for two and a half 
hours for introductory work-
shops.

Mekedas Belayneh ’18, a par-

ticipant in the program, said, 
“In the last class we played a 
game to get to know each other 
called ‘Calling All My Neigh-
bors’. The idea of the game was 
to say a phrase that someone 
could relate to, then that person 
would hook arms with you. This 
continued until we made a full 
circle. The point of the game 
was to really show how we are 
all connected in some ways and 
that there are issues that affect 
all of us.”

According to the Northeast-
ern University M.V.P. website, 
the program “motivates ath-
letes and leaders to play a cen-
tral role in solving problems 
that historically have been con-
sidered women’s issues.”

Lowers were the targeted 
grade for the program because 
they are the youngest members 
of upperclassmen dorms and 
will remain at Andover for an-
other three years.

Last year, the same partici-
pants of the M.V.P. program 
came to campus to host a semi-
nar on being an active bystand-
er for both Andover faculty 
members as well as educators 
from other schools. Noting the 
success of the program among 
the faculty, Modeste, Elliott and 
Ainsworth worked to have the 
M.V.P. program open to all stu-
dents as well.

Thomas MacWilliams ’18 
said, “The skills [we learn in this 
program] are really good tools 
to have [while] going through 
life at Andover. Andover isn’t a 
perfect place and this kind of 
[abuse] does happen, so it is re-
ally about how you react when 
you are in a situation where you 
see things that could potentially 
get worse.”

“We liked the [mentors] 
and the message, also we like 
that they’re young people who 
would relate well to our stu-
dents. They do the seminar 
all on their own – we don’t sit 
there with them. Our kids liked 
it and the people liked our kids. 
It’s because [the students] are 
engaged [that] they all volun-
teered for the program,” said 
Modeste.

Planning for this project 
started last spring and was 
made possible by a grant from 
the Abbot Academy Associa-
tion. 

Editor’s Note: This article originally ran 
on September 25, 2015.
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The Andover community enjoys one of the first weekend events, the Fall Carnival.

FALL TERM IN REVIEW

CANDY CHAN
and ANNIE LEE

Volume 
CXXXIX

Alexa S. Tsay
Executive Editor

Julia M. Lane
President and Editor in Chief

 

 

 

Chaya R. Holch
Managing  Editor

Features

 

Sports
Laura Bilal
Cassie Chin

Howard Johnson
Andrew Zhang

Candy Chan
Susan Yun

Commentary

Copy 

Layout & Design

Arts & Leisure

News

Illustration

Jack M. Twomey
Managing Editor

 
Online

Lior Hirschfeld
Jerry Yang James Wolfe

Photography
Leah Hamann

Mika Curran
Video

Skyler Sallick
Charlotte Suan

Sabrina R. Lu
Chief Financial Officer

Rudd C. Fawcett & Ally R. Klionsky
Executive Digital Editors

Nancy Kim
Sewon Park

Kalina Ko
Morgan Kuin

Peter Rossano
Jair Suazo

Emma Wong

Emma Kelley
John Wu

Niko Skrivanos

Sarah Al-Mayahi
Alice Lu

Advertisement
Kristy Lam

Wendy Zhang

Subscriptions
Connor Haugh

News
Cecelia Vieira & Mae Zhao

Arts & Leisure
Andi Cheng

Staff Positions
Sports

Jennifer Lee & Stephan Min

Number 15

A2 NEWS: FALL TERM T h e  P h i l l i p i a n Sunday, June 5, 2016



WoCo & Co. Places First Nationally in Technovation World Pitch

Sitting on the edge of their 
seats, the members of WoCo & 
Co. nervously waited, hoping 
their team name would be an-
nounced in front of the hundreds 
of spectators and reporters gath-
ered at the Yelp headquarters for 
the Technovation World Pitch. 
In addition to coming in second 
place globally and first place in 
the United States for their posi-
tivity-promoting app, PraisePop, 
WoCo received the inaugural 
U.N. Women Prize for the Top 
National Team in the 2015 Tech-
novation Challenge.

In June, the team, consisting of 
Qiqi Ren ’15, Sloane Sambuco ’16, 
Jenny Huang ’16 and Moe Suna-
mi ’17, ventured to San Francisco 
for five days to compete at the 
2015 Technovation World Pitch. 

WoCo earned the chance to pres-
ent their app to several hundred 
spectators, including representa-
tives from leading tech compa-
nies and reporters from the “Wall 
Street Journal” and CNET, as 
well as to tour the offices of major 
companies such as Twitter and 
Amazon.

“My highlight of the event was 
before our pitch when we had to 
do some kind of expo, a poster 
session of our app. Someone at 
Apple, Inc. offered to contact 
us so that we [could] work with 
them and they [could] help us 
make and develop the app. That 
was cool, just to get some one-
on-one feedback on the app and 
be treated as professionals,” said 
Sunami.

Huang said, “Personally, when 
we started the competition it was 
just for fun and just to see what 
we could do. To get to the top six 

though and be named number 
one in the U.S. and number two in 
the world was insane.”

Sambuco said, “We got third 
place at regionals so we thought 
the entire competition was over. 
[We thought] we wouldn’t get to 
go to San Francisco and do the 
World Pitch, but then we saw that 
we made it to semifinals which 
was crazy, and then we got placed 
among the top six, which was 
even more so.”

PraisePop aims to spread hap-
piness, an issue that WoCo be-
lieves Andover struggles with. 
They cite their firsthand experi-
ence with the problem as one of 
the team’s greatest strengths.

Huang said, “We’ve experi-
enced the problem ourselves 
which really helped when devel-
oping the app because we could 
cater the app to all the users… we 
are the users.”

Sambuco said, “We also 
bounce our ideas off each other… 
we’re not all coming from the 
same place, so we carry a lot of 
different opinions which trans-
lates to what the user will experi-
ence with the app. We’re diverse.”

WoCo acknowledges that part 
of their success comes from gen-
uine dedication to their product, 
despite the fact that they had a 
late start to the competition.

Sunami said, “By Spring Break 
we had just decided on our app. 
We were working on it in April 
which was really late compared 
to everyone else, but once we got 
into it, it blew up and we kept 
working. Our goal was to get to 
San Francisco.”

As of right now, the team is di-
verting their attention to the re-
lease of PraisePop on the iTunes 
App Store and the start of the pro-
motion for the app here at Ando-

ver. A launch party will take place 
this Fall Term on campus.

“We’re starting to promote it 
here because even though the 
app is going to be out on the App 
Store, it’s just going to sit there 
if we don’t do anything about 
it. We’re trying to foster a com-
munity of PraisePop users, first 
at Andover, then other schools. 
We’re going to have campus reps 
at other schools around Andover 
and schools in different places in 
the U.S. A lot of people thought 
this was a good idea and wanted 
to support it,” said Sunami.

Huang said, “What we’re really 
aiming for comes after the com-
petition. We want the app out in 
[the App Store], and we want to 
see the user-base grow and to see 
people spread positivity.”

Editor’s Note: This article originally 
ran on September 11, 2015.

E.KAUFMANN-LADUC/THE PHILLIPIAN
Moe Sunami ’17, left, Qiqi Ren ’15, Sloane Sambuco ’16, and Jenny Huang ’16 created PraisePop for Technovation.

OWHL’s Nest To Foster 
Innovation In Andover Community

Lined with glass windows and 
floored with fresh wooden panels, 
the new Makerspace, located in 
the basement of the Oliver Wendell 
Holmes Library (OWHL), offers 
an innovative take on the student 
learning experience.

Built over the summer by mem-
bers of the Office of the Physical 
Plant (OPP), the Makerspace is 
open to the entire Andover com-
munity and features a 3-D printer, a 
sewing machine, a laser cutter and a 
vinyl cutter.

“[The Makerspace is a] lean, 
flexible and informal space, bring-
ing together different people of dif-
ferent backgrounds and skill sets to 
solve problems, discuss ideas and 
develop skills,” said Michael Barker, 
Director of OWHL, in a Tang Insti-
tute presentation on Tuesday.

Barker said that the goal is 
for students to pioneer the use of 
the Makerspace on their own. To 
achieve this, Barker is working with 
several students to promote the use 
of the Makerspace.

“Success for me would be this: a 
kid has an idea, they go to the space 
and with the tools they need, they 
figure out [a solution] which could 
help them grow and cultivate that 
idea… Then they would share it 
with the world,” said Barker.

Darius Lam ’17, John Koobatian 
’17 and Alex Davenport ’17 have 
been helping to publicize the space 
and sharing their input on the pro-
cess.

“I am in charge of getting people 
to come to the Makerspace, getting 
people to use the tools that are avail-
able in the Makerspace, [teaching 

students] how to use [the tools] and 
just facilitating the activities that go 
on there,” said Lam.

“From my perspective, the mis-
sion of the Makerspace is to serve as 
a way for students to come up with 
new ideas and as a way for students 
to complete those ideas,” continued 
Lam.

The Techmasters, a club on cam-
pus, has offered to help students 
who are interested in utilizing the 
Makerspace. Techmasters have also 
created an app that will allow stu-
dents using the space to ask for help 
using the Makerspace equipment.

The planning of the space started 
in April, after Barker and select stu-
dents interested in the project did 
some research. Barker discussed 
the idea of the Makerspace with 
the Big Ideas club, the Robotics club 
and the Makers club, among others.

“We asked a ton of questions 
about how these spaces worked, 
how kids particularly use them and 
learn from them and most impor-
tantly, how do you grow this space? 
What’s really interesting about it?” 
said Barker during the Tang Insti-
tute presentation.

When constructing the space, 
Barker focused on preserving sim-
plicity.

“[We installed] simple equip-
ment to get started for now, but I 
hope that the kids will tell me what 
they want to build and I will use 
some of the fund given to start that 
project,” said Barker.

Barker also said that he hopes 
the space will prove to be essential 
when teaching students about de-
sign-thinking.

“Design-thinking, in a nutshell, 
is a highly empathetic process to in-
novate. It’s built off the idea that ‘I 

can’t build a product that you like 
unless I really know who you are, 
and I really know how you think 
and operate,’” said Barker.

The Makerspace can be used 
for a range of purposes. Barker has 
planned for the space to be involved 
in faculty classes, clubs, student in-
dependent projects, clubs, organi-
zations, weekend workshops and 
other outreach events.

“[Some people] don’t think they 
can be creative with technology 
because they don’t have the experi-
ence. The Makerspace is supposed 
to show them that you can be cre-
ative; you can do these projects 
without any past experience,” said 
Lam.

The Makerspace was funded 
by the Alexander family, who ap-
proached Barker with a fund to go 
toward any space inside the OWHL.

Though the Makerspace is a re-
cent addition to the Andover cam-
pus, there have previously been 
places on campus designed for use 
by the entire Andover community 
and similarly dedicated to design 
and innovation. Barker said that 
there is currently a Makerspace in 
Tang Theatre that is used for school 
productions.

“I think [the Makerspace] is a 
great way for kids to learn. I think 
it’s a great tool faculty can use to 
pair what they use…in the class-
room. It’s at their disposal, so I think 
it’s got a lot of benefits [for] teaching 
and learning,” said Barker.

Barker plans on celebrating the 
launch of the Makerspace with a 
party available to the community 
and led by student-run clubs.

Editor’s Note: This article originally ran 
on September 18, 2015.

John Palfrey To Head 
Presidential Search 

Committee Of 
Boston Public Library

Boston’s Mayor, Martin 
J. Walsh, appointed Head of 
School John Palfrey as the head 
of the Boston Public Library’s 
presidential search commit-
tee last Wednesday. “It’s a huge 
honor, and it’s one of the most 
important cultural institutions 
in the country. I feel like this is a 
way I could do ‘Non Sibi’ service 
while doing good at my day job. 
It’s time-limited, and I am not 
signing up for a new job; I am 
just helping to run the process,” 
said Palfrey in an interview with 
The Phillipian.

As the chair of the search 
committee, Palfrey will be lead-
ing his team to narrow down 
the possible candidates, before 
presenting the finalists to the 
mayor. The committee will be 
looking for a replacement for the 
previous president, Amy E. Ryan, 
who, according to the “Boston 
Globe,” resigned in July follow-
ing controversy surrounding the 
disappearance of two expensive 
pieces of art.

According to Palfrey, the com-
mittee is looking for a president 
who will be a good manager and 
keeper of the library’s special 
collections, take advantage of the 
digital transformation and rec-
ognize the library’s broad spec-
trum of needs.

“One of the challenges of run-
ning a big institution clearly at 

this time when the technology 
and other factors are changing so 
quickly is to find somebody who 
has a broad range of skills. But 
fundamentally, we need some-
body who is a very good man-
ager. We need somebody who is 
able to build and nurture a team 
of people who will carry out that 
work day to day effectively. So 
that’s actually a big part of it, 
to say, ‘Do you have the skills to 
manage a diverse set of activi-
ties?’” said Palfrey.

In addition, Palfrey, having 
lived around Boston for most 
of his life, accounts spending a 
lot of time in the Boston Public 
Library during his childhood. 
Although Palfrey does not have 
any official experience working 
in the Boston Public Library, he 
previously served as the direc-
tor of the Widener Library at 
Harvard University and was a 
member of the library board, su-
pervising the 73 libraries at the 
University.

Additionally, Palfrey is the 
founding member of the Digital 
Public Library, a project look-
ing to create an extensive, pub-
lic digital library. He also wrote 
BiblioTech: Why Libraries Mat-
ter More Than Ever in the Age 
of Google, which he wrote while 
serving on the board of Har-
vard’s library.

Editor’s Note: This article originally 
ran on September 18, 2015.

Abbot Ball Replaces
Sadie Hawkins Dance

The Sadie Hawkins Dance 
will be replaced by the Abbot 
Ball this year in an effort to 
dismantle gender-normative 
and heteronormative ideas, 
said Stephanie Cormier, Stu-
dent Program Coordinator, and 
Christopher Capano, Director 
of Student Activities.

“We realized that we want 
all our dances to be as inclusive 
as possible. We kind of knew 
that [Sadie’s] was going to go 
away. Things [like this] kind of 
went away at other schools too. 
We’ve been doing it for a lot 
longer than other places,” said 
Capano.

The idea of a “Sadie Hawkins 
Dance” originated from a 1940s 
comic strip called “Li’l Ab-
ner.” In the comic strip, Sadie 
Hawkins’s father, who was the 
mayor of the town, decided to 
make a day where Sadie could 
find a man and force him to say 
“yes” to her proposal.

From the comic came the 
idea of “Sadie Hawkins Dance” 
or “Sadie Hawkins Day,” during 
which girls could ask boys to 
date or go to a dance with them. 
At the time of the comic strip’s 
publication, this phenomenon 

was considered contradictory 
to the normal pattern of boys 
asking girls out to a dance.

“We made it [so] that girls 
ask boys to a dance. But it is 
based on this horrible, sexist 
comic strip from a long time 
ago,” said Capano.

In addition, Cormier and 
Capano felt that many students 
were put under pressure to ask 
their partners every year near 
the time of the dance.

“We heard from some kids 
last year that Sadie’s left people 
out. We [also] thought that Sa-
die’s was kind of too gender-
normative,” said Capano, “If it’s 
just girls asking, then the boys 
who want to ask other boys, 
they’re completely left out.”

Both Capano and Cormier 
said they feel that students 
should be able to ask anyone, 
regardless of their gender or 
sexual orientation. The dance 
will be replaced by Abbot Ball 
to ensure that there were no in-
sinuations of Sadie’s being the 
year’s only opportunity for a girl 
to ask her partner to the dance.

“Anyone can ask anybody. If 
a girl wants to ask a boy, I think 
they should feel free. They 
should also feel free to ask at 
any dance. We’re getting that 
it’s 2015,” said Capano.

Cormier and Capano first 
heard about the name “Abbot 
Ball” from some students who 
had read about the dance in 
previous years’ yearbooks. The 
Abbot Ball used to be a Win-
ter Term formal held on Abbot 
campus.

“This is like bringing [Abbot 
Ball] back to Abbot campus. It 
would be awesome to do… so 
[in] place [of ] Sadie, just [with] 
a different kind of feeling and 
vibe about it. So we’re hop-
ing that it’s going to be better 
because we want better,” said 
Cormier.

“I do think that because 
we’re not completely shutting 
the dance down, we’re just kind 
of shifting it back to Abbot Ball. 
There’s still that empowerment 
that it is from Abbot Academy. 
Girls should be empowered to 
ask other girls or boys to the 
dance. But to [Capano’s] point, 
we should be able to do that 
year round, at any dance that we 
go to,” said Cormier.

The location of the Abbot 
Ball is not yet finalized, but the 
Student Activities Office hopes 
to hold the dance in McKeen 
Hall, which is on Abbot campus.

Editor’s Note: This article originally ran 
on October 22, 2015.
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Students celebrate the launch of The Nest.
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Derek Cascio was the first NestEd speaker. He encouraged students to 
explore, design, and doodle.
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George H.W. Bush ’42 Surprises 
Students During All-School Meeting

On a seemingly typical Wednes-
day morning, students flocked to 
Cochran Chapel, anticipating an 
All-School Meeting (ASM) dedi-
cated to a documentary about 
President George H.W. Bush ’42 
and its executive producer, Mary 
Kate Cary. As students settled 
down, Head of School John Pal-
frey stood before an audience of 
unsuspecting students and intro-
duced Cary, a former speechwrit-
er for Bush. Then, he welcomed 
two surprise guests onto stage: the 
41st President of the United States 
and the former First Lady, Barbara 
Bush.

Students, faculty and staff 
gasped, standing up to cheer for 
91-year-old Bush and the former 
First Lady as they emerged from 

behind the stage.
“Thank you for that warm An-

dover welcome back to the school 
that has meant so much to me in 
my life,” said Bush, waving to the 
audience. It was his first visit to 
campus since 2003, when he gave 
a keynote speech at Andover’s 
225th anniversary.

Once the students settled down, 
Cary introduced her film, titled 
“41on41,” which depicts 41 stories 
from 41 perspectives on President 
Bush. She selected five clips from 
the film to present to the Andover 
community.

“The reason I am here is be-
cause over the years, I heard a tre-
mendous number of stories about 
[President Bush] and his character 
and his good humor, as well as his 
life of service,” said Cary.

The documentary began with 
the reading of a poem that Doro-

thy Walker Bush, President Bush’s 
mother, inscribed in his Bible 
before he departed for Andover. 
The scene featured various inter-
viewees, who each recited a line 
of the poem that they thought best 
represented President Bush. This 
poem served as the narrative arc of 
the documentary as it exemplifies 
Bush’s character.

The film featured President 
Bush’s service to the country, in-
cluding his decision to enlist in the 
Navy the day he turned during 18 
(which was also the day he gradu-
ated from Andover) during World 
War II. He was the nation’s young-
est Naval Aviator at the time.

“The decision he made at An-
dover to serve his country was the 
beginning of a lifetime of public 
service to our country. Whether 
that [means] serving in the mili-
tary… or serving in publicly elected 

office, or starting one of the larg-
est nonprofits in the world, he has 
lived a life of public service that 
began at Andover,” said Cary.

Bush received Andover’s two 
highest honors, the Claude Moore 
Fuess Award in 1981 and the the 
Andover Alumni Award of Dis-
tinction in 2012 in recognition of 
his public service and global lead-
ership.

After ASM, the seven recipi-
ents of the George Herbert Walker 
Bush Scholarship enjoyed a pri-
vate lunch with the former Presi-
dent and First Lady, along with 
Palfrey and Richard Phelps ’46, 
who was one of Bush’s baseball 
teammates at Andover. The schol-
arship was established in 2002 by 
the Board of Trustees to honor 
President Bush, and is awarded 
to students of high academic 
achievement who possess quali-

ties of outstanding character and 
leadership potential, according to 
the Andover website.

The seven students chatted 
about the past and present of An-
dover, sports and current events.

During his opening remarks, 
Bush said, “It always gives me 
great joy to return to Andover. 
The lessons learned and the rela-
tionships forged here have meant 
so much throughout my full and 
adventurous life, and I could wish 
nothing more for every student 
who is so blessed to walk on this 
campus.”

Bush, who broke his neck in 
July and has had to wear a neck 
brace since, made the trip from his 
home in Kennebunkport, Maine.

Editor’s Note: This article originally ran 
on October 2, 2015.

L.HAMANN/THE PHILLIPIAN
George H. W. Bush  ’42  played for Andover Baseball during his time at Andover. He visted campus with his wife, Barbara, last fall. 

Sexual Assault Case at St. Paul’s 
Sparks Conversation at Andover

According to The Phillipian’s 
2015 “State of the Academy,” 80 
students reported having been 
sexually assaulted. Of these, 38 
people reported having been sex-
ually assaulted on campus. This 
coming year at Andover, new sys-
tems and protocol revisions have 
been installed to help prevent 
sexual assault on campus as well 
as provoke more insightful dia-
logue around this issue.

Jennifer Elliott ’94, Dean of 
Students and Residential Life, 
has been working closely with 
faculty members and doctors at 
Isham Health Center and Gra-
ham House to create systems that 
encourage victims of sexual as-
sault on campus to feel comfort-
able and safe when communicat-
ing with adults.

All of the counselors at Gra-
ham House and staff at Isham 
Health Center will have complet-
ed “First Responders: Respond-
ing to Sexual Assault Disclo-
sures,” an online course offered 
by the Boston Rape Crisis Center, 
within the coming weeks.

“Victims explain that those 
[first] conversations are so essen-
tial in their ability to process and 
in their ability to move forward. 
We feel particularly adamant that 
those conversations are safe for 
our kids. That’s really important,” 
said Elliott.

Carol Israel, Director of Gra-
ham House, said, “We are always 
doing professional development. 
We are always taking classes to 
keep current. This is something 
we’ve always done. This year, our 
first professional development is 
going to be focused on respond-
ing to sexual assault disclosure. 
It seemed that that was a good 
topic to put at the top of our list 
in terms of what we need to focus 
on.”

Elliott and her team have also 
created a flow-chart modeling 
those found on college campuses 
that will allow students to iden-
tify their options when dealing 
with sexual assault. These flow-
charts will be posted in locations 
accessible to both students and 
faculty.

“We’re working from this 
[flow-chart] angle in terms of 
how to support our victims, but 
we’re also doing a lot of work in 
terms of trying to promote con-
versation, trying to strategize 

for means of prevention and try-
ing to work with our kids so that 
the feel they have the resources 
before assault or any sort of vio-
lence happens,” said Elliott.

Dr. Amy Patel, Medical Di-
rector at Isham Health Center, 
said, “The biggest thing that has 
changed is that we need to make 
sure that all students can speak 
to our sexual assault policies and 
procedures. Everyone needs to 
have ready access to these proce-
dures.”

In addition to the sexual as-
sault flow-chart, the new Crisis-
Manager app features an option 
for students to report a case of 
sexual assault. As identified in 
the protocols on the app, if and 
when a student reports a case of 
sexual assault, that student will 
be admitted to Isham as quickly 
as possible so that staff members 
can provide private and safe sup-
port.

“From my perspective, when 
we collect data, whether it’s 
through The Phillipian or the stu-
dent health survey, we’re never 
going to be satisfied with a num-
ber greater than zero of students 
who have been the victim of sex-
ual assault on campus. That is not 
acceptable,” said Elliott.

Following the Strategic Plan of 
2014-2015, the school will contin-
ue to develop the four-year Em-
pathy and Balance curriculum 
that focuses on health, wellness 
and community well-being to en-
compass more education about 
sexual assault. This summer was 
spent developing new courses for 
the curriculum, such as a ninth 
grade course in the style of Per-
sonal and Community Educa-
tion (PACE) classes pertaining 
to sexual assault education, and 
revising what current courses are 
offered to align more concretely 
with these new goals. The Physi-
cal Education department has 
also offered more time for the 
staff at Isham to expand the sex-
ual education course given when 
students take its classes.

Patel said, “We’ve opened the 
door for anyone to have conver-
sations with us if anything is hap-
pening. Actually, as adults, we 
have a lot that we want to edu-
cate and offer. More and more, 
we’re developing programs that 
include students as active by-
standers. Students play a pivotal 
role [in] ensuring that the culture 
changes.”

“We want to not only be sup-
portive of them but also to create 

a culture on this campus that is 
actively against a rape culture,” 
she continued.

The recent St. Paul’s School 
sexual assault case has ignited 
conversations around sexual as-
sault on campus. Two All-School 
Meetings centering around this 
topics will be held in the next few 
weeks in order to address these 
conversation. One will be led by 
Head of School John Palfrey to 
outline the school’s sexual as-
sault policies. The other will in-
volve an activity where students 
divide into groups and engage in 
faculty-led conversations about 
healthy relationships.

“The broad term we’re using 
for these programs is ‘Healthy 
Relationships and Safe Choices.’ 
We feel as if having these addi-
tional programs where we will 
hold small group discussions will 
bring everybody up to speed and 
help everyone feel more comfort-
able not just talking about issues, 
but also changing some behaviors 
on campus,” said Rajesh Mundra, 
Assistant Dean of Students.

Expected to be at the forefront 
of the creation of this conversa-
tions are Prefects and Proctors. 
This year’s Prefect and Proctor 
training programs have placed a 
heavy emphasis on initiating dis-
cussions about healthy romantic 
and sexual relationships.

“It is important for Proctors 
and Prefects to be able to facili-
tate discussions with both the 
House Counselors [and] fellow 
students. In the training pro-
gram, we talked about ways in 
which they can facilitate that 
type of conversation,” Mundra 
said, “The Proctors and Prefects 
themselves have had conversa-
tions with each other, not just 
about the nature of sexual assault 
but about school codes and tradi-
tions, about keeping silence [and] 
the bystander behavior at this 
school.”

Elliott said, “These conver-
sations have been going on for 
years, and I think the [recent] St. 
Paul’s case no doubt felt like it 
electrified conversations in all of 
our boarding schools in thinking 
about our unique challenges that 
we face as a residential school. 
Every time there’s a massive 
case… I think educators feel a 
heightened sense of responsibil-
ity to our kids.”

Editor’s Note: This article originally 
ran on September 18, 2015.

CANDY CHAN
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Andover Founds 
New Athletic League With 

Four Peer Prep Schools

Andover has joined Cho-
ate, Deerfield, Northfield 
Mount Hermon and Phillips 
Exeter Academy to form the 
Five Schools League (FSL), a 
new athletic league, in which 
these five schools will com-
pete for the championship in 
all interscholastic sports. The 
new league will not affect An-
dover’s status as a member of 
the New England Preparatory 
School Athletic Conference 
(NEPSAC).

“The main goal is for us to 
have a series of like-minded 
schools who play one another 
at a very high level of compe-
tition, but where we’re joined 
by a set of common principles 
that allow for great compe-
tition,” said Head of School 
John Palfrey in an interview 
with The Phillipian.

At its core, the FSL was 
designed to quell the hyper-
competitiveness between its 
member schools while si-
multaneously recognizing 
the importance of athletics 
in students’ lives, said Leon 
Modeste, Athletic Director.

“What we’re hoping is that 
we can lead the way for other 
prep schools to understand 
that it’s not just about hanging 
a banner. It’s about the regular 
season and how you do against 
like-minded competition. 
That’s what’s driving us,” said 
Modeste.

“It’s part of [Andover’s] 
philosophy. We want to have 
competitive athletic teams, 
but we’re not going to let that 
drive who we are. We’re not 
going to go out and become a 
powerhouse in some sport just 
to win games,” he continued.

To achieve this, athletes and 
retiring coaches in the FSL 
will be recognized at the end 
of the season for outstanding 
character and sportsmanship. 

“We know that these five 
schools have the same phi-
losophy on the importance of 
sports in an academic setting… 
It’s not a high-intensity thing, 
and we don’t want it to be. 
Competitive, but not crazy,” he 
continued.

The league also aims to end 
aggressive recruiting tactics 
adopted by other prep schools. 
All schools in the FSL dis-
courage the act of high school 

coaches reaching out to stu-
dent athletes before the stu-
dents have begun the appli-
cation process, Modeste said. 
One of the main tenets of the 
FSL is that academics come 
before athletics.

“[A member school] can’t be 
a school that thinks, ‘We’re go-
ing to admit these ten guys so 
we can win a basketball cham-
pionship.’ They can’t do that... 
None of these schools do that. 
Do they want to win? Sure. 
But they’re not going to com-
promise their academic integ-
rity just to win games,” said 
Modeste.

All sports will be a part of 
the FSL, which will name one 
school as the overall cham-
pion in recognition of having 
the strongest athletic program 
each year. Wins for all teams 
will count the same toward the 
year-end tally (for instance, 
a victory for Varsity Soc-
cer would be worth the same 
amount of points for the win-
ning school as a victory for Ju-
nior Varsity Soccer). 

“We get our kids, and we 
try to make them the best stu-
dent athletes that we can make 
them, with our coaches. These 
other four schools feel the 
same way. These are schools 
that we have had longstand-
ing relationships with,” said 
Modeste.

The headmasters of the par-
ticipating schools have been 
discussing the formation of the 
FSL since 1998. Being part of 
the FSL will not result in any 
schedule changes for teams, 
nor will there be any playoffs 
for the league.

“From my end, I’m ex-
tremely excited about this. 
It’s something I’ve wanted to 
set up since I got here, and 
I’m thrilled that another four 
schools have joined us in this,” 
said Palfrey.

Further, the FSL will al-
low any school with the same 
goals to join the league, said 
Modeste.

“It’d be great if there are 
schools out there that could 
join this [league], as long as 
they have the same academic 
and athletic philosophy,” he 
added.

Editor’s Note: This article originally ran 
on October 2, 2015.
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Julia Alvarez ’67 Recounts Her Experiences At 
Abbot Academy For ‘Youth From Every Quarter’ ASM

Arriving at Abbot Academy 
in the fall of 1964 as a young 
immigrant from the Dominican 
Republic, Julia Alvarez AA ’67 
found herself grappling with 
issues of alienation and assimi-
lation for the first time, a story 
she shared at Wednesday’s All-
School Meeting (ASM).

Alvarez, a renowned author 
and poet, spoke about moving 
to the United States and deal-
ing with a lack of diversity 
and acceptance of immigrants 
in the nation during ASM. On 
stage, she was awarded the 
2015 Alumni Award of Distinc-
tion, an honor bestowed on 
alumni who have served with 
distinction while embodying 
the values of Phillips and Ab-
bot Academy.

“For the first time in my 
life, I experienced prejudice 
and playground cruelty [when 
I arrived in the United States]. 
I struggled with the language 
and culture I didn’t under-
stand. I was heart-broken,” 
said Alvarez. “[My sisters and 
I] learned the new language, 
the new way to dress and be-
have ourselves. Diversity and 
multiculturalism… That vocab-
ulary had yet to be invented.”

Born in New York, NY., Al-
varez was raised for most of 
her early childhood in the Do-
minican Republic, during the 
era of Dominican President 
Rafael Trujillo’s regime. She 
and her family were forced to 
leave their country and im-
migrate to the United States 
after her father participated 

in a failed plot to overthrow 
Trujillo.

Blending Dominican and 
American culture was a strug-
gle for Alvarez as she searched 
for a place where she felt she 
truly belonged.

“I had become a hybrid… 
I was not an American girl, 
and I was not only a Domini-
can girl anymore, and yet I 
wanted to desperately belong 
somewhere….I see how lucky 
I was to have found a place 
that could nourish the new 
American self I was becom-
ing. Of course [though], back 
then, like any other outsider, 
I yearned for that warm, cozy, 
privileged feeling of belong-
ing,” said Alvarez.

Alvarez’s most famous nov-
els, “How the Garcia Girls Lost 
Their Accents” and “In Time 
of the Butterflies,” center on 
topics of cultural hybridiza-
tion and the Trujillo dictator-
ship, respectively. 

During her ASM speech, 
Alvarez invited the commu-
nity to recognize the similari-
ties between one another by 
emphasizing the statistics in 
the Human Genome Project, 
the sequencing of the entire 
human genome, which was 
completed in 2000. She under-
scored the fact that humans 
are 99.9 percent genetically 
similar to each other.

“[However,] our true diver-
sity as a community lies in each 
one of you discovering and de-
veloping that one tenth of one 
percent that only you can bring 
back to the 99.9 percent that 
is overlapping with everyone 
else… your unique talent is not 
yours. You have to bring forth 
and bring back to the rest of 

us,” said Alvarez.
Following her appearance 

at ASM, Alvarez gave a sepa-
rate presentation on the power 
of storytelling and activism, as 
well as her work in the non-
profit organization, Border of 
Lights, in Kemper Auditorium 
on Wednesday night.  In her 
presentation, Alvarez spoke 
about what activism and hu-
manitarianism means to her. 

“Activism is the need to dis-
cover, develop and bring forth 
that unique talent in each of 
you for the benefit of the hu-

man family. The benefit of the 
human family is what makes it 
activism,” said Alvarez.

“It makes me proud of who 
I am and where I come from 
to know that there is another 
Dominican out there with the 
same history of having to leave 
the home country and live in 
two worlds, two different val-
ue systems. It makes me keep 
fighting, makes me always re-
member to stay close to my 
roots,” said Anny Candelario-
Escobar, Instructor in Math-
ematics, Statistics and Com-

puter Science.
Alvarez is currently a facul-

ty member and writer-in-resi-
dence at Middlebury College, 
where she teaches creative 
writing on a part time basis, 
advises Latino students and 
serves as an outside reader for 
creative writing theses writ-
ten by English majors at the 
school.

Editor’s Note: This article originally ran 
on October 22, 2015.
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Andover Alumni Award Of Distinction Presented To Maro Chermayeff ’80, 
Tracy Kidder ’63, Marvin Minsky ’45, and Julia Alvarez ’67

With three of Andover’s most 
distinguished alumni seated on 
the stage during Wednesday’s 
All-School Meeting (ASM) to 
accept the Andover Alumni 
Award of Distinction, students 
and faculty soaked in their in-
spiring stories and advice.

Each year since 2012, the 
Andover Alumni Council has 
recognized graduates of An-
dover or Abbot Academy who 
have achieved great success in 
their fields of endeavor with the 
Andover Alumni Award of Dis-
tinction. The award acknowl-
edges the recipient’s impressive 
accomplishments and honors 
their successful lives that began 
at Andover. 

The Alumni Council presents 
the awards at the recommenda-
tion of Andover alumni. This 
year’s recipients of the award 
were Maro Chermayeff ’80, Tra-
cy Kidder ’63, Marvin Minsky 
’45 and Julia Alvarez ’67, who 
visited Andover for the Youth 
from Every Quarter ASM last 
week. The theme of this week’s 
ASM was “Finis Origine Pen-
det,” one of Andover’s mottos,  
which means “the end depends 
upon the beginning.”

Award recipients attended 
a celebratory dinner the Tues-
day before ASM in the Mural 
Room. Alumni, faculty and stu-
dents gathered to honor the re-
cipients’ extraordinary achieve-
ments. After ASM, students 
were invited to a Q&A session 
with the recipients in the Mural 
Room.

Maro Chermayeff ’80

While many of her class-
mates discovered new talents 
and dreams during their time at 
Andover, Maro Chermayeff ’80 
was a cinema buff. Chermayeff 
loved shooting short experi-
mental films with her friends 
and dreamed of a career in the 
cinema industry. 

“I think [at Andover] I was 
thinking about the fundamen-
tals that built my interest, rather 
than focusing on what my ca-
reer would be... I always knew 
that I was going to be in the film 
business,” Chermayeff said dur-

ing an interview with The Phil-
lipian. “It was [more about] how 
I [was] going to do it. I pretty 
much decided here and through 
college that I wanted to do doc-
umentary. I really wanted to tell 
a true voice.”

After 35 illustrious years in 
the film industry, Chermayeff ’s 
works have garnered wide-
spread critical acclaim. She re-
ceived an Emmy Award for her 
film, “Marina Abramovic: The 
Artist is Present,” which she co-
produced with her partner, Jeff 
Dupree. 

Additionally, as the presi-
dent and cofounder of “Show 
of Force,” an organization that 
creates innovative documenta-
ries and broadcasts, Chermayeff 
has created numerous television 
series and films that aim to shed 
light on significant social issues, 
including human trafficking and 
women’s rights. 

“What really brought me 
[into documentary] was a sense 
of a moral conscience taking me 
down a path of looking at how 
can I take the things that I care 
about, the things that are impor-
tant to me, the talents that I have 
in my chosen field... how can I 
take those interests and channel 
them into issues in great need of 
a voice,” said Chermayeff during 
her speech at ASM.  

Chermayeff ’s passion for 
filmmaking that she cultivated 
at Andover has remained strong 
throughout her decades of work. 

“Every film is like a new Mas-
ter’s degree… Every time, you’re 
starting again,” said Chermayeff. 
“I’m not sure that I would do 
well if I was an accountant, if I 
were doing the same thing all 
the time. I like to constantly 
change it up. It’s always the 
same medium, the story of film 
and media… but I get tired if it 
doesn’t change up all the time. 
One day I’m doing music and 
one day it’s about organ trans-
plantation.”

Looking back at her time in 
high school, Chermayeff re-
members Andover as a place of 
new beginnings and a starting 
line to her career in film as well 
as her social and personal devel-
opment.

“There are a lot of firsts [at 
Andover] when you’re young... 
For so many people, it’s the first 
time they’re away from home, 
the first time they fall in love, 
the first time you have a men-
tor, the first time you fail,” said 
Chermayeff.

Chermayeff hopes she in-
spires current Andover students 
to use their talent in the field of 
their choice to make a differ-
ence in the world.

“Helping people to find their 
passion, and then realize how 
they can turn that into some-
thing that’s lifelong for them, 
is very important to me,” said 
Chermayeff.

“Seize the things you want 
to do with your life, and take 
in all that they have to offer. 
Other people on the other end 

are going to be benefitted, but 
the person that’s going to ben-
efit the most is yourself,” said 
Chermayeff during her speech 
at ASM.

Tracy Kidder ’63

Tracy Kidder ’63 initially be-
gan writing during college to 
impress girls in his class. Not 
too long after, though, writing 
became one of his greatest pas-
sions, leading Kidder to a distin-
guished career as a journalist, 
novelist and writer.

“My mother was a high school 
English teacher, and she always 
read to me and my brothers. 
When I got to Harvard, I took 
a course in creative writing for 
the fun of it, and the instructor 
seemed to like some of the stuff 
that I wrote. But I think that my 
first strong impulse to become a 
writer was that it seemed like a 
way to meet and impress girls,” 
said Kidder during an interview 
with The Phillipian.

After earning a BA from Har-
vard University, Kidder served 
as a lieutenant in the Vietnam 
War, then proceeded to attend 
the renowned Writers’ Work-
shop at the University of Iowa, 
where he earned his MFA. His 
many novels, including “The 
Soul of a New Machine” and 
“Among the Schoolchildren,” 
have earned him a Pulitzer 
Prize, the National Book Award 
and the Robert F. Kennedy 
Award, among other accolades.

Kidder said he considers his 
2003 book “Mountains Beyond 
Mountains,” a nonfiction biogra-
phy recounting the work of Paul 
Farmer, a doctor who worked in 
Haiti to help fight tuberculosis 
and AIDS, his favorite piece of 
writing. 

“I was handed a very inter-
esting story, at a time when I 
still had a lot of energy and was 
probably as good a writer as I 
was ever going to be,” said Kid-
der. “I didn’t write that book 
to do a good deed. I just had a 
good story and wanted to tell it 
as well as I could,” said Kidder.

Kidder’s time at Andover 
heavily impacted his develop-
ment as a writer. He credits 
his Andover education for his 
strong foundations in writing 
that have fueled his work.

“I hadn’t done any [writing] 

until I got here. I went to public 
school through eighth grade. I 
remember having to write an es-
say in eighth grade, and as I re-
call, what you were supposed to 
do was to copy something from 
the encyclopedia...  [Andover 
was] where I found that I had to 
learn how to write,” said Kidder.

Kidder recalled memories 
of Fred Peterson, an influential 
English teacher he had dur-
ing his time at Andover, and 
thanked him for instilling in him 
a deep knowledge of poetry and 
making him memorize poems 
that he still remembers even to 
this day.

“I had this strange English 
teacher who we used to make 
fun of... In retrospect, I loved 
the man… He was a lot smarter 
than he wanted us to realize. He 
had us memorize poetry, and 
I still have, rattling around in 
my head, great gouts of Shake-
speare… [Something] I’ve done 
all my life since then is memo-
rize poems. Somehow, it seems 
really important to me... memo-
rizing great pieces of language 
and having them in your head. 
It’s a resource you have in there 
to call on in some way,” he said.

Now, Kidder is recognized as 
a leading literary journalists and 
is known for his powerful per-
sonal voice in his writing. His 
most recent book “Good Prose: 
The Art of Nonfiction” serves 
as a guide to nonfiction writing 
for individuals of various liter-
ary levels.

Marvin Minsky ’45

Marvin Minsky ’45 developed 
a love for robotics and technolo-
gy at a young age – he was often 
found playing with Tinkertoys 
and Lincoln Logs. He is now 
widely acknowledged as one of 
the world’s forerunners in the 
development of artificial intelli-
gence and has made a number of 
significant contributions in the 
fields of robotics, cognitive psy-
chology and mathematics. Min

Once Minsky graduated from 
Andover, he served in the Navy 
for a few months and was sta-
tioned in Florida. As World War 
II came to an abrupt end, Min-
sky returned to his studies and 
attended Harvard University for 

his college education.
“At college, I had a great time. 

I worked with the best scientists 
of the era, so I was in heaven 
for many years and anything I 
wanted to do, somebody would 
help get it done,” said Minsky 
during an interview with The 
Phillipian.

After receiving his BA degree 
in mathematics and PhD from 
Harvard and Princeton, respec-
tively, Minsky went on to be-
come a professor at MIT. There, 
he encouraged his students to 
speak up in class and follow 
their natural instincts and inter-
ests. 

“They should ignore all ad-
vice and do the smart thing. 
They should say you’re wrong 
and give a reason,” said Minsky. 

In 1951, Minsky built the 
Stochastic Neural-Analog Re-
inforcement Computer, the 
world’s first neural network 
simulator. Five years later, he 
designed and built the first Con-
focal Scanning Microscope, an 
optical instrument with remark-
able image quality and resolu-
tion for its time. 

Despite his expertise in the 
field of artificial intelligence, 
Minsky was unsure of what to 
expect as the next big innova-
tion in his field. 

“There is no particular coun-
try or agency doing very well 
in [the area of artificial intel-
ligence], so it might come from 
anywhere, from some kids 
somewhere in some country. 
[They] might be the big next 
step,” said Minsky.

Minsky was also one of the 
co-founders of the Artificial In-
telligence Laboratory at Mas-
sachusetts Institute of Technol-
ogy (MIT). In 1985, he became 
a founding member of the MIT 
Media Lab and was named the 
Toshiba Professor of Media Arts 
and Sciences.

Minsky expressed gratitude 
for the ample opportunities and 
resources Andover presented, 
particularly in the field of math-
ematics and psychology. He also 
thanked the teachers that in-
spired and helped him with any 
experiments that he wished to 
pursue. 

“If I wanted to do something, 
I would ask the right person. It 
was quite remarkable… The se-
cret of getting somewhere [was] 
to be protegee of someone more 
powerful,” said Minsky.

Minsky’s contributions to the 
fields of cognitive psychology, 
mathematics, computational 
linguistics, robotics and optics 
have led him to receive a num-
ber of other prestigious distinc-
tions, including the MIT Killian 
Award, ACM Turing Award, 
IJCAI Research Excellence 
Award, Japan Prize and Benja-
min Franklin Medal. 

Editor’s Note: This article originally 
ran on November 6, 2015,  and Marvin 
Minsky ’45 passed away in January at 
the age of 88.

ELIZA BIENSTOCK 
and CECELIA VIEIRA
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At ASM, film producer 
Maro Chermayeff urged students
to find their passion and pursue it.

T. RYNNE/THE PHILLIPIAN

Author Tracy Kidder ’63 relays his 
passion for writing

T.RYNNE/THE PHILLIPIAN

Scientist Marvin Minsky recount-
ed his lifelong journey of pioneer-
ing articifical intelligence.

L. HAMANN/THE PHILLIPIAN
Julia Alvarez AA ’67 spoke about experiencing prejudice upon her arrival in the U.S. Her novels include “How the 
Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents” and “In Time of the Butterflies.”



With a long-awaited snow-
fall greeting students back on 
campus, the Andover commu-
nity arrived from Thanksgiving 
break to the premiere of a pro-
duction months into prepara-
tion. Performed by the Theatre 
920 class, “Hairspray” featured 
a cast and crew of 40 people, 
and its themes of racial integra-
tion and gender roles prompted 
further discussion on campus.

On December 2, the mem-
bers of the Andover commu-
nity were also welcomed by 
the opening of the Rebecca M. 
Sykes Wellness Center, the new 
health facility on campus that 
replaced the previous Isham 
Health Center. The Sykes Cen-
ter combines both mental and 
physical health facilities and is 
located more central to campus, 
next to Bulfinch Hall.

After spending Winter Vaca-
tion in Chennai, India, 23 mem-
bers of the Niswarth Hoops 
Program returned to campus on 
December 7 having faced a de-
lay caused by a monsoon devas-
tating the region.  

In the first dorm-wide 
search in at least seven years, 
Taylor Hall was searched for 
contraband materials by Jenni-
fer Elliott ’94, Dean of Students; 
several cluster deans; and the 
dorm’s house counselors. The 
search resulted in about one-
third of the rooms found with 
prohibited materials.  

On December 22, Henry 
Wilmer, Jr. ’63, former Dean 
of Students and Instructor in 
French, passed away in Lincoln, 
Vt. Wilmer, who was known at 
Andover for his sense of hu-
mor, died after a two-year battle 
against cancer.

Students returned from the 
holidays to the news of the up-
coming construction of a new 
athletic complex after Steve 

Snyder ’56 committed $15 mil-
lion to the facility. The athletic 
complex will include a 200-me-
ter track, 12 new squash courts, 
multi-purpose rooms, and new 
locker facilities. The infield of 
the track will have four indoor 
tennis courts that can also be 
used for basketball.

“SLUT: The Play” was a 
thought-provoking perfor-
mance brought to campus 
through an Abbot Grant re-
ceived by Nico Ciccia ’16, Payton 
Jancsy ’16, and Olivia Brokaw 
’18. The production premiered 
on campus in January and fea-
tured a cast of all high-school 
girls. With its plot and charac-
ters, the play stirred conversa-
tion surrounding the topics of 
rape culture and mental health.

Midway through January, 
Andover held celebrations in 
honor of Martin Luther King, 
Jr. (MLK) Day with Janet Mock, 
“The New York Times” Best-
Selling author of the book “Re-
defining Realness: My Path to 
Womanhood, Identity, Love & 
So Much More” and host of the 
MSNBC show “So POPular!”, 
as this year’s keynote speaker. 
Mock spoke about her experi-
ence as a transgender woman 
of color. MLK Jr. Day celebra-
tions were also accompanied by 
class-based workshops.

With an emphasis on mind-
fulness and mental health, 
workshops and speakers were 
hosted to commemorate An-
dover’s tenth Wellness Week. 
In a similar fashion to MLK Jr. 
Day, the workshops were class-
based and hosted on Monday, 
Tuesday, and Friday. This year’s 
All-School Meeting speaker 
was Christopher Willard, who 
discussed the importance of 
mindfulness in a community 
such as Andover’s.

The new 4x5 schedule will 
come into play Fall 2017 after 
a faculty vote of 119-89 in fa-
vor, with six members abstain-

ing. The new schedule, which 
is subject to further change, 
will consist of 5 terms through-
out one school year, each term 
having four class periods. This 
alteration will increase the du-
ration of each class, with the 
hopes of reducing homework 
load and incrementing the sleep 
of the student population. 

As a part of Andover’s 2014 
Strategic Plan, four coordina-
tors for the Empathy and Bal-
ance curriculum were chosen 
to ensure that students live a 
balanced,healthy, and mindful 
life. The coordinators are Anny 
Candelario Escobar, Instructor 
in Mathematics, Statistics and 
Computer Science; Erin Strong, 
Instructor in Theatre and 
Dance; Taylor Ware, Associate 
Director of College Counsel-
ing; and Aya Murata, Associate 
Director of College Counseling. 
The coordinations will officially 
assume their roles next Fall.

After a prolonged wait and 
an extensive social media cam-
paign to find the blue squash 
racket, Head of School John Pal-
frey’s announcement of Head of 
School Day was received with 
joy and applause as he walked 
into Paresky Commons. 

Auguste White ’17 was select-
ed to be this year’s Lorant Fel-
low following a three-month-
long nomination and proposal 
process. White hopes to bring 
awareness to the medical strug-
gles that underprivileged wom-
en face during childbirth while 
serving during her internship to 
a midwife in Tanzania.

Paul Murphy ’84, Instructor 
in Mathematics, Statistics, and 
Computer Science and Head 
Coach of Girls Swimming, was 
elected for a seat on the Ando-
ver Public School Committee. 
Murphy, who ran alongside 
three candidates, will make 
decisions surrounding educa-
tional goals and policies for the 
school district.  

JP RAMOS BARROSO

Wellness Center Earns 
LEED Gold Certification

Awash with natural light, its 
walls covered with brightly col-
ored paint, the Rebecca M. Sykes 
Wellness Center opened last 
Wednesday, December 2 and was 
awarded a Leadership in Energy 
& Environmental Design (LEED) 
Gold for the building’s high level 
of environmental sustainability.

The Sykes Wellness Center 
will replace Isham Health Center 
and Graham House as health and 
counseling centers, respectively. 
Featuring low volatile organic 
compound (VOC) paints and geo-
thermal walls, the Center pro-
motes environmentally-friendly 
practices. 

Dr. Amy Patel, Medical Direc-
tor and Co-Director of Wellness 
Education, said, “We’re excited to 
have the LEED certification be-
cause it’s just an external certifica-
tion that this building is not only 
functional for [physical] health 
and being, but it’s also a building 
that supports health and well-be-
ing to everybody that enters it.”

Set on the hill between Bulfinch 
Hall and Benner House, the Sykes 
Wellness Center’s unique design 
allows it to take advantage of the 
elevation change while maintain-
ing a contemporary feel. Through-
out the construction of the center, 
the project team relied on recycled 
materials and renewable products 
whenever possible. 

Larry Muench, Director of 
Facilities, said, “[Andover] cares 
deeply about sustainability and 
made the decision to assign re-
sources to achieve that level for 
this building. We work hard to in-
corporate sustainability into every 
project on campus, whether it be 
through equipment or operations.”  

One aspect of the Sykes Well-
ness Center is its ability to main-
tain student privacy, as it functions 
as both a health and counseling 
center. In addition, the Sykes Well-

ness Center offers space for class-
es, clubs and studying.

“Students can be here for all 
sorts of reasons, so being able to 
help maintain that anonymity and 
privacy that some students seek 
while also being an extremely ac-
cessible community building is re-
ally exciting,” said Patel.  

The exterior of the Skyes Well-
ness Center also features the East 
Garden, an area in the back of the 
Center complete with benches 
and a patio.

“My personal favorite [aspect 
of the Center] is the [East] Garden. 
It’s so beautiful, and even with 
all the leaves having fallen off the 
bushes and the trees, it’s still so 
gorgeous. I think that it will just be 
another serene place on campus 
for students to be able to either sit 
quietly, reflect, have an outdoor 
class or just have a little mindful 
moment,” said Patel.

Eastlyn Frankel ’18 said, “In 
comparison to Isham, there are 
a ton of windows. The walls are 
light yellow, so it makes everything 
seem more open and happier.”

Patel hopes the Sykes Wellness 
Center will provide a space for stu-
dents to relax or get help if needed. 

“One of my favorite things is 
to interact with students after 
they’ve taken a look at the build-
ing, and [see] how they marvel at 
how incredible this building is, 
how beautiful it is and how it’s an 
asset to the community. I love see-
ing that, because this is ultimately 
for the students,” said Patel.

The Sykes Wellness Center 
plans to host guest speakers in 
the future and will hold an offi-
cial dedication ceremony on May 
6, 2016. This is Andover’s second 
LEED-certified building. In 2009, 
the school’s sustainable renova-
tion of Paresky Commons earned a 
Silver LEED certification. 

Editor’s Note: This article originally 
ran on December 10, 2015.

CHRISTINA CHO

Amid Monsoon, Niswarth Hoops 
Program Teaches Student-Athletes 

Gratitude, Humility, and Collaboration

Students and faculty stood by 
the Paresky Commons circle on 
a bright Monday morning, await-
ing the arrival of two Flightline 
shuttles bringing the 18 members 
of the Niswarth Hoops Program, 
a service-learning program that 
took place in Chennai, India over 
Thanksgiving Break, back to cam-
pus. This arrival was much antici-
pated after a monsoon devastated 
the city of Chennai, leaving partici-
pants stranded in the airport until 
they could safely make their way 
back to Boston.

The Niswarth Hoops Pro-
gram is a trip centered around the 
themes of “gratitude, humility and 
teamwork,” said Rajesh Mundra, 
Director of the Niswarth Program 
and Associate Dean of Students. In 
total, there were 15 students from 
both the Girls and Boys Varsity 
Basketball teams who traveled to 
Chennai for the program. 

The students on the trip visited 
sites in Chennai, helped facilitate 
one-day basketball camps at five 
different schools and shadowed 
students at the American School of 
Chennai. Accompanying the stu-
dents were Mundra, Terrell Ivory 
’00, Head Coach of Andover Boys 
Basketball and Lani Silversides, 
Head Coach of Andover Girls Bas-
ketball.  

“We visited a hospital dedicated 
to study AIDS and help specifically 
people who’ve contracted the HIV 
virus. Later, we visited ECO kitch-
en, [an environmentally friendly 
kitchen] that mass produces food 
for the poor,” said Matt Shea ’18.  

“Both teams also visited a cul-
tural site, Mahabalipuram, an an-
cient civilization. In the middle of 
the trip we stayed with families 
who live in Chennai for two nights, 
and on the last day we visited the 
U.S. Consulate and met the Consul-
ate General,” Shea added.

On a visit to the St. Louis Col-

lege for the Deaf in Chennai, Shea 
recalled learning how to commu-
nicate in sign language as “mov-
ing and educational.” After the fun 
was over and it was time to leave 
the school, a group of St. Louis stu-
dents asked Shea to stay behind 
for a small surprise. Waiting for 
him was a young boy who signed, 
“Thank you for visiting our school.”

“We interacted with children 
in many different environments to 
promote ideas of teamwork, com-
munity, leadership, focus and fun 
through sport,” said Mundra. “In 
doing so, we supported students 
who had attended basketball cam-
pus and were implementing les-
sons learned to their classroom 
education.”

“My favorite experience would 
definitely be going to the govern-
ment schools each morning. I just 
loved meeting all of the younger 
kids. The government schools 
didn’t have many resources but 
just to see all of the kids happy and 
eager to learn was a joyful experi-
ence,” said Teagan Cayla ’18. 

As the students and faculty 
were done with the Niswarth 
Hoops program and ready to leave 
for the United States, a monsoon 
hit Chennai, effectively shutting 
down the airport. The monsoon 
had caused flooding throughout 
the city with the record-breaking 
rainfall. The flood submerged 
houses, shops and offices, devastat-
ing property and injuring civilians. 
The monsoon flooded the airport, 
delaying the flight of the students 
attending the program and other 
travellers.

“The downpour… was insane. 
When we were driving to the air-
port, we saw people getting off 
their motorcycle and pushing it 
along the road because the water 
was up so much and they couldn’t 
drive anymore,” said Bailey Colon 
’18.

In the aftermath of the Chen-
nai floods, 1.8 million people have 

been displaced. According to the 
Red Cross, 300 people have been 
killed in the floods. The rain that 
fell during the monsoon has been 
the worst rainfall in India in the 
past 100 years. The monsoon was 
caused by “a super-charged north-
east monsoon” and “prevailing 
winds [blowing] from northeast to 
southwest across the country,” ac-
cording to NASA. 

“We ended up staying at the 
Chennai Airport for about 50 
hours,” said Ivory. “Our flight was 
supposed to have left on Wednes-
day, and we left the hotel around 4 
a.m. and normally it takes 30 min-
utes to get to the airport, but it end-
ed up taking us four hours. We got 
to the airport at 8 a.m. for a flight 
at 9:50 a.m. After, we went through 
security and shortly before we 
left, we found out that our flight 
was delayed. There was no way to 
know how long we were going to 
have to wait.”

Faculty back at Andover at-
tempted to help participants by re-
questing that the State Department 
and the Indian government find a 
way to quickly evacuate the stu-
dents and faculty in the Niswarth 
Hoops Program. Ultimately, stu-
dents and faculty took a nine-hour 
bus ride to the city of Bangalore, a 
city unaffected by the monsoon, 
and stayed in a hotel there for two 
days before boarding a long flight 
back to the United States. They 
stopped in New Delhi and Newark, 
NJ., before arriving in Boston.

“[The situation] was a little 
scary, not being able to leave a for-
eign country, and I didn’t know 
what the plan was, so I wasn’t sure 
when we were leaving,” said Colon. 
“I was worried, but I knew that 
Mundra, Silversides and [Ivory] 
were going to get us out of there, 
and I knew we’d be home before 
Christmas break.”

Editor’s Note: This article originally ran 
on December 11, 2015.

COURTESY OF EMMA KELLEY
The Andover students who travelled to Chennai, India were stranded in the Chennai International Airport for 60 
hours. 
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Four Faculty Selected 
As Empathy and Balance 

Coordinators

Four Empathy and Balance 
curriculum coordinators were 
chosen as part of Andover’s 2014 
Strategic Plan. 

Anny Candelario Escobar, In-
structor in Mathematics, Statis-
tics and Computer Science, Erin 
Strong, Instructor in Theatre 
and Dance; Taylor Ware, Asso-
ciate Director of College Coun-
seling; Aya Murata, Associate 
Director of College Counseling; 
and, will officially assume their 
roles as coordinators of the Em-
pathy and Balance curriculum 
the next school year.

In the upcoming years, the 
coordinators will work to en-
sure that students across all four 
grades are exposed to a curricu-
lum that not only emphasizes 
individual well-being, but also 
fosters a culture of mutual re-
spect and understanding among 
students and faculty members 
alike.

Carol Israel, Ph.D., Co-
Director of Wellness Educa-
tion, wrote in an email to The 
Phillipian, “[The coordinators 
will] oversee the recruitment 
of teachers and the training of 
teachers (both faculty teachers 
and student teachers), develop 
and revise the curriculum, build 
alliances and create support for 
the [Empathy and Balance] pro-
gram.”

The new coordinators will 
promote the growing effort on 
campus to integrate wellness 
in Andover’s educational pro-
gram. These efforts will include 
incorporating social-emotional 
learning in the classroom, re-
examining the athletics program 
and increasing study-abroad op-
portunities so that students can 
be exposed to various cultures.

In particular, the new cur-
riculum aims to expand the 
Personal and Community Edu-
cation (PACE) seminar that is 
currently designed exclusively 
for Lowers into a more compre-
hensive, multi-year curriculum.

Strong said, “I call what we 
do in PACE the 100-200 level... 
We’re going to be fleshing out 
what would be a 100 level, look-
ing at sex-ed, personal identity, 
stress management, community 
education and diversity. What 
would a 200-level look like? 
What would a 500-level look 
like? How can Seniors engage 
in these topics differently than 
[Juniors]? Each grade level ex-
plores [these topics] in different 
ways.” 

The coordinators plan to lay 
out objectives that are unique 
to each grade level while in-
corporating more sexual health 
and stress-management educa-
tion into the Empathy and Bal-

ance curriculum. Through these 
programs, coordinators hope 
to positively affect the mental 
and physical health of students 
while also encouraging students 
to be empathetic towards each 
other’s experiences in an inten-
tionally-diverse community.

“I hope [students will] take 
away some awareness of them-
selves [from the Empathy and 
Balance curriculum], of who 
they are and [take] time to re-
flect and really think about that. 
Because we move so fast [at An-
dover],  we don’t always take 
time to think about what are 
your own needs and how do you 
really identify--what’s really at 
the core of you,” said Strong.

The curriculum is still in its 
early stage of development, with 
specific aspects of the program 
still being considered and dis-
cussed.

Strong said, “We don’t know 
all that it will entail yet… The 
new curriculum won’t be im-
plemented fully across all four 
years until – not next year, but 
the year after. So next year we’ll 
continue fleshing out what the 
curriculum looks like… it will be 
a lot of the topics you explore in 
PACE, that include your person-
al identity and community iden-
tity... And then I think there’ll be 
some new pieces that we haven’t 
been able to get to yet, like ‘How 
do you do Andover well? How 
do you live well here?’ ”

Utilizing their own diverse 
experiences to create a unique 
program in the Andover com-
munity, the coordinators hope to 
revolutionize the way in which 
Andover students think about 
personal wellness for the better.

Ware said, “As someone 
who has worked in more clini-
cal school counseling roles at 
other schools, I am feeling quite 
fortunate to have the chance to 
draw upon my experience and 
be part of this exciting initiative 
for the [Andover] community. 
I am really looking forward to 
digging into this work with the 
other course heads and with the 
longstanding members of the 
[Empathy and Balance] commit-
tee and am feeling so lucky to be 
part of the team.”

Overall, the coordinators an-
ticipate that the Empathy and 
Balance curriculum will help 
students engage in a community 
that strives to sustain academic 
excellence and encourage ap-
preciation of diversity. 

“[I hope the students learn] 
some skills of how to engage 
in our community that moves 
fast, that wants rigor and excel-
lence… and then how to engage 
in a diverse community,” Strong 
said.

 
Editor’s Note: This article originally 

ran on February 12, 2016.
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Sykes Wellness Center: First Impressions and Feedback

As he walked into one of the two 
new classrooms in the basement 
of the Rebecca M. Sykes Wellness 
Center, Andrew Cortner ’17 turned 
off the lights, powered on the pro-
jector and began his presentation. 
Cortner’s presentation was about 
Feeling Blue, an up-and-coming 
student health magazine created 
by Dear Sam, Andover’s student 
health club. Cortner is one of many 
students beginning to use the new 
center, which was designed with 
hopes of expanding health and 
wellness opportunities at Andover.

The Sykes Wellness Center 
opened at the beginning of Winter 
Term and combines both men-
tal and physical health treatment 
facilities, as part of the Strategic 
Plan’s increased focus on empathy 
and balance. The center aims to be 
the epicenter of the community 
in addition to being an infirmary 
by incorporating not only medical 
facilities but also spaces for yoga, 
conference rooms, an open garden 
to host school events and a newly 
designed sleep room. 

“Kids don’t have to just come 
to the health center for health and 
wellness individual appointments. 
The health center will be spon-
soring activities that bring people 
in. You don’t have to have a prob-
lem with your health, medical or 
psychological. We really will have 
many more educational activities. 
The community piece is what we’ll 
do much more easily,” said Dr. Car-
ol Israel, Director of Counseling.

The Sykes Wellness Center sig-
nifies a shift of priorities among 
the faculties and staff at Andover, 
Israel said.

“I think too often we put our 
own health on hold...We really 
need to be taking care of ourselves 
and recognizing how central [it] is 
for us to be able to be really pro-
ductive members of our commu-
nity. So I think that in some ways, 

we’ve gotten off track a bit, and 
I’m hoping [the wellness center] is 
going to be a building that sort of 
grounds us again,” said Jennifer El-
liott, Dean of Students.

Through the merger of the 
counseling staff and medical staff, 
the Sykes Wellness Center hopes 
to encourage students to reach out 
and take initiative to receive the 
appropriate care.

“A huge advantage to Sykes is 
having multiple services under 
one roof, so that the student ex-
perience can be enhanced… We 
wanted to make it a place where 
people would want to go and not 
shy away, and [we also wanted] to 
make it easy for students to access 
the care that they needed,” said Dr. 
Amy Patel, Medical Director and 
Co-director of Wellness Educa-
tion.

The fusion of both physical and 
mental health services as well as 
the addition conference centers 
and study spaces also are purposed 
to remove the stigma of seeking 
support from counselors.

“I definitely think it reduces 
[the stigma around counseling]...
people could be walking there for 
any reason. You just walk up to the 
front desk and you could be going 
in there for a PACE class, or you 
might be sick or you might want to 
talk to a counselor. Nobody needs 
to know except for you and that’s 
kind of important because it’s re-
ally up to you to take the step and 
seek whatever assistance you 
need,” said Cortner.

The Sykes Wellness Center 
plans to continue all efforts of pro-
viding services related to sexual 
health.

“We still have reproductive 
health services, contraception, 
sexually transmitted infection test-
ing, and opportunities for one-on-
one or group conversations in all 
areas of sexual health in the Sykes 
Wellness Center,” said Patel.

The center prioritizes outreach 
and works to invite students to dis-

cuss and gain awareness of health 
and wellness. There are plans to 
host panels on eating disorders, 
depression and anxiety where the 
speakers invited and clubs sur-
rounding emotional and physical 
health will actively encourage stu-
dents to engage in the center and 
lead healthy lifestyles. 

“There [will be] a wellness ac-
tivity every Sunday on the week-
ender… [that] came with the idea 
of the wellness center. Now, you’ve 
got your movies, you’ve got your 
dances, and you’ve got your Sun-
day wellness activity that’s going to 
happen at the Sykes Wellness Cen-
ter. That’s something for the whole 
community-- not just for kids who 
have a headache or kids that are 
stressed,” said Israel. 

Aside from the current services 
offered, the Sykes staff is also de-
veloping a new health and well-
ness curriculum designed to take 
place throughout all four years 
of an Andover student’s educa-
tion. The curriculum will combine 
PACE with some new courses ad-
dressing issues of health, wellness, 
empathy and balance.

“The curriculum will be some 
about how we treat each other, 
in terms of race, class, culture, 
gender [and] some about how we 
treat ourselves, in terms of basic 
self care, drugs and alcohol, eating 
disorders [and] sexuality...The idea 
is that there’s a recognition of tak-
ing care of individual community 
health and wellness shouldn’t be a 
side issue,” said Israel. 

The Sykes team at the center is 
also working to provide more skill-
based training concerning drugs 
and alcohol to students as preven-
tative measures in response to the 
recent Taylor Hall contraband in-
cident, where several cluster deans 
and faculty member conducted a 
dorm-wide search and found drug-
related paraphernalia and alcohol 
in about a third of the rooms. With 
plans to hold informational class-
es and discussions on substance 

abuse, the Sykes staff aims to teach 
students how they can handle 
their emotions and deal with stress 
productively. 

“There’ll be a big push to do 
more stress management stuff… 
It’s not saying don’t do drugs or 
don’t drink. It’s saying: here, let’s 
give you a variety of ways to cope 
with stress, to cope with peer pres-
sure, so you have some options of 
what to do in those situations. It’s 
skill building rather than giving 
you the facts. It’s building your 
skills to handle peer pressure, 
stress, and intense emotions,” said 
Israel. 

From the beginning, the center 
was designed specifically to pro-
mote health and wellness through 
both the educational services of-
fered and the architectural com-
ponents that include bright colors 
and a spacious layout.

“The focus is on wellness and 
prevention so that students and 
the community can achieve their 
personal best: physically, mentally, 
emotionally. Providing education 
and information with that focus 
in mind has been built into every-
thing. [For] example, the waiting 
room was designed with video 
capability to deliver healthy tips, 
mindfulness strategies and well-
ness education,” said Catherine 
Golas, Administrative Director of 
the Sykes Wellness Center.

Students’ reactions to the cen-
ter, thus far, have been positive. 
The uplifting atmosphere of the 
center is attracting students from 
all grades, either for health pur-
poses, special speakers, club meet-
ings or studying.  

“When you walk into the new 
health center, you see all the most 
up-to-date technology, you see the 
staff buzzing around...they’ve cre-
ated some new classrooms, where 
they can actually use the wellness 
center for more educational com-
ponents rather than just [a] treat-
ment center,” said Michael Najem 
’16.

“I’d like to see more thought 
process go into how the class-
rooms and basement of the Well-
ness center could be used for edu-
cation purposes rather than just 
counseling, as PACE classes have 
already begun taking place there.”

Several students also believe 
that the center will inspire the 
entire community to focus more 
on well-being. The location of the 
center at the heart of campus, rath-
er than having the Isham Health 
Center in West Quad North and 
Graham House in Abbot, makes 
the new facilities more accessible 
to students and allows them to visit 
the new building with ease.

“It’ll be easier for students to 
access [the wellness center] and 
it’ll be useful for them so when 
they need support they’ll all be in 
one place. They don’t need to go 
around campus everyday...I would 
use it more if I knew that those two 
were connected in one place and if 
I get sick it will be easier to walk to 
the middle of campus and not go 
away to the edge of campus,” said 
Serena Liu ’19. 

In the future, the Sykes Center 
staff hopes to have students use the 
center more frequently by regain-
ing the homey atmosphere of Gra-
ham House. 

“I bet there’s some nostalgia 
around parts of Isham [but] there 
was a real readiness for there to be 
a new medical space. I think, like 
any change, especially a change 
mid-year, there’s sort of a shifting 
of patterns and routines in terms 
of getting used to a new building,” 
said Elliott.

“But the other piece I guess I 
would offer... I think the central-
ity of the physical location on our 
campus is huge. And it’s really im-
portant  in terms of the message 
it sends to all of our community 
members that our wellness is re-
ally important,” continued Elliott.

Editor’s Note: This article originally ran 
on January 8, 2016.
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The opening of the Rebecca M. Sykes Wellness Center marks a growing emphasis on student wellness

Taylor Hall Searched 
For Contraband Material

Jennifer Elliott ’94, Dean of Stu-
dents and Residential Life, and sev-
eral cluster deans and house coun-
selors conducted a full search of 
students’ rooms in Taylor Hall last 
Friday night, marking the first dorm-
wide search in at least seven years.  
The deans found contraband mate-
rial, ranging from items in violation 
of fire code to drug paraphernalia 
and illicit substances, in about a third 
of the rooms, Elliott said.

The decision to search Taylor 
was made in response to a number of 
incidents involving alcohol, tobacco 
products and illicit drugs over the 
course of the Fall Term, Elliott said.

“Fall Term opened with a pretty 
public incident, where there was al-
cohol in the dorm refrigerator, and 
we communicated with all the boys 
at that point and with their families, 
to make it really clear that that was 
unacceptable and incredibly worri-
some,” she said in an interview with 
The Phillipian. “We had a dismal case 
at the end of last term, and that’s the 
moment when it really solidified for 
us that we needed to do this because 
we were able to see some of the items 
that were being collected in boys’ 
rooms and that felt so problematic 
to us.”

Elliott also emphasized that the 
decision to conduct the search was 
not easy for her or the other school 
officials involved, including the 
Cluster Deans, Head of School John 
Palfrey and Linda Carter Griffith, As-
sistant Head of School for Equity and 
Inclusion.

“Our default is to trust our kids, 
our default is to protect their pri-
vacy, our default is to assume kids 
are making good decisions and good 
choices. That’s the way our system 
works. We try to have really clear 
rules and we try to trust our kids. 
… There is not an adult on campus 
who would like to search someone’s 
room.  That’s not something we en-
ter into with any enthusiasm or joy,” 
Elliott said.

Elliott continued, “But last term 
in Taylor Hall, there were enough 
rule violations and evidence of rule 
violations and ongoing use of mari-
juana, tobacco and drugs that made 
us feel really concerned for the safety 
of the boys.”

Palfrey wrote in an email to The 
Phillipian, “Decisions of this sort are 

reached by the deans as a collabora-
tive matter.  Given how unusual the 
approach was in this case, the deans 
consulted me as the Head of School, 
and I fully supported their decision. 
The step to search a dorm is highly 
unusual and is one that no adult on 
campus wants to take – ever – but in 
this case, the deans believed it was 
necessary to ensure that all students 
can start the new term in an environ-
ment free from drugs and alcohol in 
the dorm.”

Will Hartemink ’17, a resident 
of Taylor Hall, wrote in an email to 
The Phillipian, “Certainly, the search 
was uncomfortable, but I think it 
was necessary. Throughout my 
two years in Taylor, I have seen this 
dorm plagued with unbelievable 
filth, theft, drugs and outright awful 
behavior. This has to end.”

Elliott added that she had hoped 
that responses to previous infrac-
tions in the dorm throughout the 
year would limit rule-breaking and 
that the residents of the dorm were 
given the opportunity to change 
their behavior before the search oc-
curred.

“We gave all the boys an oppor-
tunity at that point to clear the dorm 
of any drugs, alcohol, tobacco, drug-
paraphernalia without any disci-
pline involved,” said Elliott. “That’s 
not a usual decision, but we felt that 
was a moment to try to help them 
help themselves. We asked boys to 
call [the Sanctuary Policy] for kids 
they were worried about. Some did, 
and we’ve pursued those sanctuar-
ies and tried to follow-up with sup-
port for those students. Typically 
when kids get in trouble, there is 
usually a collective response in the 
dormitory. The kids curb their hab-
its. They figure out ways to be safer, 
and we were not seeing that. I think 
that was what was really worrisome 
to us.”

The deans decided to conduct 
the search over the first weekend 
of Winter Term in order to prevent 
any more incidents from occurring 
in the dorm, Elliott said.

December is often the time 
when kids do make bad decisions.  
They don’t have as much work, 
they’re not as stressed, they don’t 
feel as if there’s much to lose,” she 
added.

Before the search, the dorm’s 
residents gathered for a dorm 
munch and meeting, during which 
Kate Dolan, Dean of West Quad 
South Cluster, and Nile Blunt, Brian 

Faulk and Donald Slater, all house 
counselors in Taylor, notified stu-
dents of the deans’ decision and the 
reasoning behind it. Students’ cell 
phones were then collected but not 
searched.

“[Searching phones] feels pretty 
invasive... We just didn’t want [stu-
dents] to get into any more trouble 
if they try to contact each other,” El-
liott said.

 The search itself was conduct-
ed by Elliott, Dolan, Blunt, Faulk, 
Slater and Martha Fenton, Dean of 
West Quad North Cluster, David 
Gardner, Dean of Pine Knoll Clus-
ter, Theodore Parker, Dean of Ab-
bot Cluster and Matthew Hession, 
Dean of Flagstaff Cluster.  In accor-
dance with the policy articulated in 
the Blue Book, two adults searched 
each room in the presence of the 
student living in the room.

Hartemink said that the adults 
searching his room first asked him 
if there was any contraband mate-
rial in the room before conducting a 
thorough examination.

“They searched my desk, my 
closet, my bed and all the furniture I 
had. They even moved the furniture 
from the walls and removed my 
bedsheets to see if I hid anything 
there, too,” he said.

Blunt said, “I am concerned 
about the amount of these things 
that were found; I am concerned 
about the safety and decision mak-
ing of the boys in the dorm.  But 
I am also focused on the fact that 
two-thirds of the boys had nothing 
in their rooms, two-thirds of the 
boys were happy for us to search 
their rooms and for us to see that 
this idea that it’s just a frat house in 
Taylor Hall is just not true.”

Elliott said that, although there 
were no plans for more dorm 
searches in the immediate future, 
she hopes to see a positive shift in 
the culture of the dorm and the stu-
dent body.  Both faculty members 
and students expressed a desire for 
greater dialogue about issues like 
drug use on campus.

Palfrey said, “Mrs. Elliott, the 
deans and I are very open to hear-
ing from students about ideas you 
might have about how to establish 
a greater culture of accountability 
and trust at Andover, on issues of 
drugs and alcohol use and other-
wise.”

Editor’s Note: This article originally ran 
on December 11, 2015.
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Steve Snyder ’56
Commits $15 Million To 
New Athletic Complex

Steve Snyder ’56 P’83 has 
pledged 15 million dollars to-
ward the construction of a new 
athletic complex on the Ando-
ver campus. The facility aims 
to bring more athletics indoors, 
improve the athletic curricu-
lum and enhance both Lifetime, 
Instructional, and Fitness Edu-
cation (LIFE) sports and team 
experiences.

The donation was made to 
honor Snyder’s upcoming 60th 
Andover reunion this June. 
The construction of the 90,000 
square-foot facility will begin 
this summer and is predicted to 
finish in December 2017.

“The new complex will pro-
vide a new indoor 200-meter 
track, 12 new squash courts, 
multi-purpose rooms for class-
es or functions that look out 
onto the stadium, new locker 
facilities and many great break-
out spaces. The infield of the 
track will have four indoor ten-
nis courts that can also be used 
for basketball,” wrote Larry 
Muench, Director of Facili-
ties in the Office of the Physi-
cal Plant, in an email with The 
Phillipian.

Snyder’s pledge has covered 
nearly half of the slated goal of 
$34 million for the new com-
plex. The project signals the 
commencement of Phase One 
of the Athletics Facilities Mas-
ter Plan.

During his time at Ando-
ver, Snyder was an eight-letter 
track star. His Junior year, 
Snyder won the New England 
Interscholastic 40-Yard Dash. 
He was then awarded the So-
rota Track Trophy at his Com-
mencement, an award given 
due to his “outstanding charac-
ter and the will to win.”

“We are so grateful that 
Steve’s Andover experience – 
his admiration for Coach So-
rota and lifelong relationships 
with classmates and friends 
– continues to have profound 
meaning in his life,” said Head 
of School John Palfrey, accord-
ing to an Andover press release. 
“The generosity of Steve and 
his family ensures that genera-
tions of students will continue 
to develop their own personal 
connections while experienc-
ing the joys of competition, 
teamwork and camaraderie in a 
state-of-the-art facility.”

In the Andover press release, 
Snyder said, “I like to make 
connections for people. The 
athletic center will help to do 
that as well – serving track and 
many other sports and needs. It 
will be a wonderful example of 
the ways in which these types 
of facilities should be used to-
day – as a place for the commu-
nity to gather.”

Editor’s Note: This article original-
ly ran on January 15, 2016.

COURTESY OF NANCY JETON
The new athletic complex will feature 11 squash courts. 
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Writer and Advocate Janet Mock 
Speaks at MLK Jr. Day All-School Meeting

Clear notes echoed off the 
arched ceiling of Cochran Cha-
pel as Andover’s Gospel Choir 
sang out the final chorus of “Lift 
Ev’ry Voice and Sing.” The song, 
often referred to as “The Black 
National Anthem,” served as an 
introduction to the special Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. (MLK) Day 
All-School Meeting (ASM). 

Andover then welcomed “The 
New York Times” Best-Selling 
Author Janet Mock as the MLK 
Day keynote speaker at Monday’s 
ASM. Mock, author of the book 
“Redefining Realness: My Path to 
Womanhood, Identity, Love & So 
Much More” and host of the MS-
NBC show “So POPular!”, spoke 
about her experiences as a trans-
gender woman of color and why 
she decided to share her story 
with the world through her book.

“I thought, possibly, that me 
opening up in this way could 
touch some people... It just felt 
right. Telling my story was my 
first step towards living my truth 
– living it by sharing it,” said 
Mock during ASM. 

Karissa Kang ’17 and Madison 
Pettaway ’17 introduced Mock, 
praising the work she has done in 
advocating for the rights of trans 
people and people of color.

“I think it was really important 
for [Mock] to come [to campus] 
just so that she can offer [her] 
perspective to us, and really high-
light a group of people who don’t 
really get their chance to shine, 
especially at an institution as [cis-
gender] as this,” said Pettaway in 
an interview with The Phillipian.

In her introduction of Mock 
during ASM, Kang said, “Before 
I read ‘Redefining Realness,’ 
I’d never read anything written 
about trans people that wasn’t ei-
ther sensationalist or disdainfully 
clinical, much less written by an 
actual trans person... It also re-
minded me that trans people all 
have incredibly different experi-
ences… I took something away 
from it, and so can everyone.”

Members of the Office of Com-
munity and Multicultural Devel-
opment (CAMD) said they chose 
Mock as the keynote speaker be-
cause of her vast knowledge of 
gender and race, as well as her 

experience talking about the in-
tersections of identity. LaShawn 
Springer, Director of Community 
and Multicultural Development, 
said she was initially unsure of 
how the Andover community 
would react to CAMD’s choice. 

“We’re all in a space of learn-
ing and growth. But that’s the 
beginning of the conversation. 
So to have Mock expose us to a 
more complicated and complex 
story, honestly I wasn’t sure how 
people would react... I thought 
it was important to talk about 
King’s legacy and the way I see it 
intertwined with current social 
movements,” said Springer in an 
interview with The Phillipian.

“If you pay attention to the 
language used to discredit the 
work being done by advocates 
like Mock, it’s eerily similar to 
the language used to discredit 
the Civil Rights Movement,” she 
continued. 

Springer hosted a moderated 
discussion with Mock during 
ASM, an idea suggested by Mock 
to allow for a more personal and 
informal interaction with the au-
dience. Springer asked Mock to 

take students through the jour-
ney of her decision to be honest 
with her own transgender story, 
and to talk about what empathy 
means in her work as a writer 
and advocate for trans people’s 
rights.

In her conversation with 
Springer, Mock expressed her 
frustration with the slow prog-
ress of achieving rights for trans-
gender people.

“What’s difficult for me is that 
[trans people are] still fighting... 
for something so basic as, ‘What 
are you going to call me?’, ‘Will 
you please respect me and call me 
by my name and my pronouns?’ 
That’s the level that we’re at... 
How are we supposed to get pro-
tections for [trans] folks when we 
still don’t respect them as they 
come?” said Mock in the ASM. 

Mock also emphasized the im-
portance of empathy in creating a 
more understanding community. 
She acknowledged the difficulty 
of opening one’s mind to new 
ideas, especially in a space of ex-
cellence like Andover.

“You do not know everything. 
None of us do,” said Mock. “And I 

think that a lot of that comes from 
that sense of arrogance that’s 
built. A lot of times, when you’re 
in these spaces of excellence, 
that’s your way that you survive. 
You pretend that you know ev-
erything, and you might catch 
up later on, but when you’re in 
a space and a person is trying to 
bring you along and catch you up, 
you should appreciate that.”

Head of School John Palfrey 
agreed with Mock’s sentiments of 
recognizing arrogance and urged 
students to reflect further upon 
this concept as he closed ASM. 

“One of the most important 
things I’ve heard from [Mock] 
this morning is to admit that you 
don’t know something. I will ad-
mit that this is a topic we’ve been 
talking about in which I don’t 
have a great deal of knowledge 
or experience... I think that those 
are the most important learn-
ing moments. The moments in 
which we are, in fact, uncomfort-
able, but we let our mind open,” 
said Palfrey.

Editor’s Note: This article originally 
ran on January 22, 2016.
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LaShawn Springer, Director of Community and Multicultural Development (CAMD), converses with Janet Mock about her definition of the terms empathy and intersectionality.
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4x5 SCHEDULE TO 
BE IMPLEMENTED
IN FALL OF 2017

As part of the 2014 Strategic 
Plan, the Schedule Counsel-
ing Committee is considering 
four potential schedules for 
the school day, which will go 
into effect during the 2017-18 
school year.

The first proposed sched-
ule involves having seven 
terms instead of three and and 
three periods in a day instead 
of seven. Instead of the usual 
ten weeks, each term will be 
five weeks long, and students 
will take between two to three 
classes. Although class lengths 
are not finalized, they could 
range from 75 to 90 minutes in-
stead of the current 45 and 75 
minute blocks, said Andy Hou-
siaux, Instructor in Religion 
and Philosophy and Chair of 
the Schedule and Calendar Im-
plementation Working Group.

The second proposed sched-
ule has four terms and five pe-
riods in a day. Students would 
usually take four courses per 
term— Juniors would take five 
courses for two terms, while 
Lowers, Uppers and Seniors 
would take only three courses 
in one term. Students can take 
a total of five classes since the 
fourth term will carry on class-
es from either the first, second 
or third term. Each term will 
be eight weeks long with class 
meeting for a 75 to 90 minute 
block.

The third proposed sched-
ule keeps the current three 
terms and allows up to six 
classes per term. It follows the 
typical Wednesday schedule 
with three 75 minute classes 
on Monday and Wednesday 
and a Thursday schedule with 
four 75 minute classes on Tues-
day and Thursday. Friday will 
remain the same with seven 
45 minute blocks. Classes will 
also start at 8:15 a.m. and end at 
3p.m., giving students an extra 
15 minutes in the morning.

The final proposition is to 
keep the current schedule. 
All models were created to 
maintain the current course 
of study, according to Rachel 
Skiffer, Dean of Policy and 
Strategic Planning.

During Monday’s faculty 
meeting, Housiaux said that 
faculty members led an open 
discussion in which they spoke 
about how to support students. 

“We want all of you to thrive 
– ethically, intellectually, and 
creatively – and to live bal-
anced lives. We have the sense 
that this is not always happen-
ing. We’re trying to figure out 
how to best organize time to 

support all of you in that un-
dertaking,” he said.

“Does that mean starting the 
school day at 8:30 a.m so that 
you could sleep in more? Does 
that mean thinking about lights 
out policies or technology poli-
cies?” he continued. 

According to Housiaux, 
some faculty members be-
lieved that students should 
take fewer classes per term, 
and faculty should teach less 
students, so that students and 
faculty would get to know each 
other on a deeper level. 

Housiaux said that the tar-
get is to figure out a way to 
best support students in terms 
of sleep, stress, and time man-
agement.

“We met with a consultant 
whose job it is to look at sched-
ules and design them. we vis-
ited other schools and we’ve 
read extensively in literature 
on educational research, uti-
lizing both the librarians at 
the Oliver Wendell Holmes 
Library and at Harvard Gradu-
ate School of Education,” said 
Housiaux.

In addition to conducting 
external research, the Schedule 
and Calendar Implementation 
Working Group also hosted 
various sessions in which they 
would talk to students in focus 
groups about their experiences 
with the amount of homework 
and high level of stress.

Housiaux also mentioned 
that as part of their internal 
research for the new sched-
ule, faculty members will be 
shadowing selected students 
throughout their classes. Four 
faculty members will each 
shadow one students. So far, 
they plan on shadowing two 
Juniors and two Uppers.

“A typical day for a student 
involves a lot of intellectual 
transitions. [They’re] moving 
from Chemistry to English, 
to Math, to their language… 
[They’re] moving [their] bodies 
all over campus, having to deal 
with being hungry after 3rd pe-
riod but not having lunch until 
6th period. The hope with the 
shadowing is that faculty can 
better understand what it feels 
like to be a student and what 
it’s like to make these kind of 
transitions,” said Housiaux.

The first round of vot-
ing for the new schedule will 
start within the following few 
weeks. According to Housiaux, 
the potential choices for sched-
ules will be cut down from four 
to two by the beginning of De-
cember. 

Editor’s Note: This article originally ran 
on January 29, 2016.
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Annette Bell ’16 and Theo Pérez ’16: 
How They Embraced the Role Of 

Student Body Co-Presidents

No one would have guessed that 
Co-Presidents Annette Bell ’16 and 
Theodore Pérez ’16 decided to run 
for the Co-Presidency just hours 
before the final deadline. 

The duo’s chemistry is palpable. 
Reminiscent of two lifelong friends, 
they finish each other’s sentences 
and are frank with each other, be-
haviors that often appeared during 
their All-School Meeting address-
es. The pair believes that their 
differences balance out; Pérez’s 
showmanship couples with Bell’s 
poise. They play off each other in 
speeches and conversation alike.

As the pair approach their last 
term as Co-Presidents, they agreed 
to an interview with The Phillipian. 
In their dim and dingy Presidential 
Office – which is far from presi-
dential in appearance – tucked 
away in an alcove in the Oliver 
Wendell Holmes Library, the pair 
discussed the work that has made 
them a part of Andover history.

What role do the Co-Presi-
dents play?

TP: I think the role is really 
what you make of it. There isn’t a 
strong precedent for what you’re 
supposed to do. There’s no real 
rulebook or guide as to what you’re 
supposed to do so it’s really what 
you make of it. In terms of what 
we have that is structurally laid out 
for us, we go to the Dean’s Table, 
weekly or bi-weekly we meet with 
all the Cluster Presidents and all 
the deans, and we talk about what-
ever subject they choose. As for 
what we’ve done on our own, we 
try and think a lot about setting 
an example. We try and think a lot 
about what we can do in our daily 
lives to try and make this place 
more comfortable. 

What makes a good Co-Pres-
ident? What are the qualities of 
one? Who might be a good one? 

TP: I think Abraham Lincoln 
would be pretty good… 

AB: I feel like the people have to 
be different. Theo’s… an interesting 
guy. He’s funny, he keeps people 
laughing, he’s always willing and 
happy to talk to people and goes 
out of his way to talk to people.

What about you? 
AB: Me? 
TP: She keeps me organized. 
AB: I email and text him a lot to 

remind him about things he has to 
do. But I guess I bring a different 
side in...  

TP: Obviously we’re very differ-
ent people. I’m all over the place, 
but for you, someone who isn’t all 
over the place, there’s still a lot of 
things people look at and admire. 
There’s a lot of things I look at 
and admire, like how you conduct 

yourself in your everyday life. 
AB: Next question. I don’t like 

talking about myself. 

What makes you guys a good 
pair? 

AB: I think what makes us a 
good pair is that we’re willing to be 
honest to each other about opin-
ions. Because if we’re not honest 
with each other then we won’t be 
able to get anything done. And so, 
sometimes we’re more blunt with 
what we say to each other than 
others. For example, the other day, 
Theo was not responding to my 
text messages, and I texted him 12 
times and Facebook messaged him 
and I was like “Check your gosh 
darn text messages! I’m tired and 
grumpy – just answer the phone!” 

TP: I was asleep! My phone 
kept ringing and I was like, “I am 
not dealing with this.” 

AB: He eventually answered af-
ter he saw the grumpy message. 

Ideally, what would Co-Presi-
dents do? What should Co-Pres-
idents do? 

TP: The goals that we set for this 
year, which I think should really 
be the goal in general of student 
council, are fostering connectivity 
and inclusivity. That’s just thinking 
about how we can make the whole 
community involved and feel wel-
comed here.

 AB: Not everything we did was 
in our platform. I think it’s tak-
ing initiative and being able to get 
it done because if you just have a 
closed mind of “This is what I’m 
gonna do and I don’t care about 
any else’s opinions or thought,” I 
think that it’s not gonna be a great 
experience. For me, I think it’s just 
everyone sees you and being, not 
necessarily as an inspiration, but as 
being someone that people can go 
up to and talk to and go and be the 
person that will make the effort to 
talk to other people and make peo-
ple feel welcome and comfortable. 

TP: Picking up from what An-
nette was saying there, it’s not a 
punk rocker type of job. You’re not 
gonna go up there and be like “Oh, 
I’m gonna go up to Ms. Elliott and 
complain about all these things 
and have [her] take it back.” That’s 
worthless. It’s about building rela-

tionships with the administrators 
so, that way, ideas do come around 
and if students aren’t so sure about 
them, you could talk to them and 
inspect opinions and take that into 
account. It can and does make a 
difference.

What was your biggest 
achievement? 

AB: I think our speeches just 
worked out really well. I love when 
everyone starts laughing, it just 
makes me feel so good! I’m not 
making the joke, but it’s still funny. 

TP: Sometimes you make the 
joke. 

AB: Very rarely. I feel like a lot 
of the time, speeches can be really 
boring, and everyone’s like “Oh my 
gosh, I just want this ASM to end,” 
and being able to have that mo-
ment when everyone’s like “Oh 
this is actually really funny, we’re 
enjoying this,” it’s really nice to 
have. That’s one of my achieve-
ments. Our first debate, I was liter-
ally about to pee my pants, I was 
so scared. I was shaking the entire 
time. Going from that to actually 
being confident... I made a small 
joke in our last speech, and I felt so 
proud. I’m slowly building up con-
fidence. That was my big achieve-
ment.

TP: I’m proud that I got to sit on 
the Schedule and Calendar Com-
mittee, and that I got to say things 
that I think were listened to. It was 
nice to be able to be involved with 
that, to try to share what I heard 
there with other students and fac-
ulty that I spoke to. I’m proud that 
I got to be on that committee and 
got to really think about the vari-
ous schedules. Some things are still 
in flux because of the way imple-
mentation is going to work, but I 
made some suggestions that may 
very well have affected how an 
average day in the life goes for an 
Andover student in a couple years.  

AB: Meaning: if they don’t like 
[the schedule], blame Theo. 

TP: Well, yeah. But I like the 
idea that I was able to have some 
sort of tangible legacy there. 

Editor’s Note: This article originally ran 
on February 26, 2016.

SAYER DEVLIN

J.WOLFE/THE PHILLIPIAN
Student Body Co-Presidents Annette Bell ’16 and Theo Perez ’16 pride them-
selves on their ability to be honest with each other.
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SPRING TERM IN REVIEW

As the snow melted away from 
Winter, Andover embraced a 
warmer Spring Term with an air 
of revitalization as students broke 
out their sandals and Spikeballs 
and the community started pre-
paring for the next school year. 

During the first week of the 
Spring Term, the student body 
elected Madison Pettaway ’17 and 
Arthur Paleologos ’17 as Co-Presi-
dents for the 2016-2017 academic 
year. The pair will succeed former 
Co-Presidents Theo Pérez ’16 and 
Annette Bell ’16.

Students also cheered on 
members of the Class of 2017 as 
they auditioned in Lower Right of 
Paresky Commons for the oppor-
tunity to don the iconic navy blue 
skirt as the next class of Blue Key 
Heads (BKHs). Ben Andresen ’17, 
Brandon Barros ’17, Laura Bilal 
’17, Luke Bitler ’17, Nikki Dlesk ’17, 
Jackson Lee ’17, Evelyn Mesler ’17, 
Lydia Paris ’17, Auguste White ’17, 
and Eliot Zaeder ’17 were select-
ed to comprise the Class of 2017 
BKHs.

As next year’s leadership po-
sitions were filled, so were spots 
for new students as admitted stu-
dents visited campus for the an-
nual Spring Visit program, hosted 
by the Admissions Office.

With a 14 percent acceptance 
rate, newly-admitted members 
of the 239th admitted class will 
represent 40 states and territo-
ries and 30 countries. The Class 
of 2020 was awarded with a total 
of 6,720,000 dollars in financial 
aid scholarships. A projected 48 
percent of next year’s 2016-2017 
student body will be on financial 
aid, with a projected 15 percent on 
full scholarship. 

Later on in early April, An-
dover hosted its first ever Hack-
athon, Hack Andover. Teams con-
sisting of six to eight people were 

given a single prompt, “time,” and 
had 24 hours to come up with a 
solution to a problem using the 
prototyping tools available in the 
NestEd that would help improve 
students’ lives at Andover. Hack 
Andover was organized by John 
Koobatian ’17 and Darius Lam ’17 
and was supported by the Tang 
Institute, the NestEd, and M.I.T. 
Launch.

 In mid-April, over 1,200 mem-
bers of the Andover community, 
and thousands online, gathered to 
listen to Jane Goodall present in 
Cochran Chapel. Goodall is a pri-
matologist, ethologist, anthropol-
ogist, and United Nations Mes-
senger of Peace. She spoke about 
the importance of preserving the 
natural world and urged the An-
dover community to commit to 
individual action to help people, 
animals, and the environment.

 A week later, finalists for the 
Means Essay Prize competition, 
Skylar-Bree Takyi ’16, Anlan Du 
’18, and Cecelia Vieira ’18, read 
aloud their personal essays at 
All-School Meeting (ASM). Their 
essays were titled: “In Theory,” 
“Cherry Pits,” and “The City on a 
Hill,” respectively.

 In late April, Andover hosted 
Take Back the Night, an event 
that aims to raise awareness of 
sexual violence and sexual as-
sault. This was the first time that 
Andover has hosted the event.  
Started in the early 1970s, Take 
Back the Night helps give a voice 
to survivors by break the silence 
that often accompanies issues of 
sexual assault. Hundreds of stu-
dents gathered under the blue 
clock of Samuel Phillips Hall to 
start the march from Sam Phil to 
the Abbot Circle, led by the Blue 
Key Heads and Drumline. Sofia 
Tirado, Teaching Fellow in Eng-
lish, played a key role in organiz-
ing the event and the event was 
sponsored the Brace Student and 
Faculty Advisory Board.

Following an action-packed 
Non Sibi day filled with compost 
spreading and, Ai-jen Poo ’92 re-
turned to Andover to receive the 
Claude Moore Fuess Award, An-
dover’s highest distinction. Estab-
lished in 1964, the Fuess Award is 
given to graduates who embody 
Non Sibi by making distinguished 
contributions to public service. 

Poo ’92 is currently serving 
as the director of the National 
Domestic Workers Alliance, an 
organization that empowers do-
mestic workers to serve as their 
own advocates; and Poo is also the 
co-director of Caring Across Gen-
erations, an organization cam-
paigning for public policies that 
will benefit both the elderly and 
their caretakers. During her ASM 
speech, she discussed her own 
motivations for her dedication to 
the domestic workers movement 
and how Andover has shaped her 
mindset for community service.

 As the month of April came 
to a close, the Andover commu-
nity was rocked by the presence 
of a suspect with five outstand-
ing warrants that was believed to 
have run into the Cochran Bird 
Sanctuary, a 65-acre woodland 
area on Andover’s campus. 

Boarding students were ad-
vised to return to their dormi-
tories, and day students were 
asked to proceed to either the 
Oliver Wendell Holmes Library 
or George Washington Hall. The 
suspect was later identified by the 
Andover Police Department to be 
José Rivera DeJesus. 

 As the school year wrapped up 
to a close, students continued to 
flock to the Great Lawn and relax 
with their friends. Seniors made 
the most out of their remaining 
time at Andover by spending time 
with students and faculty, and 
engaging in school-hosted events 
before they graduated.

 
 

ABDU DONKA

At 14 Percent,
Admissions Welcomes 
239th Admitted Class

This spring marks the ad-
mission of Andover’s 239th 
class. With a 14 percent ac-
ceptance rate, newly admit-
ted students will represent 40 
states and 30 countries. 

After implementing the 
hashtag “SayYesToAndover” 
for the first time in its social 
media efforts this year, the 
Admission office has received 
positive feedback from the ad-
mitted students.

“Not only have newly ad-
mitted students used the 
hashtag to send us photos of 
themselves with their accep-
tance letters or with their fam-
ilies celebrating, but also folks 
from all parts of the Andover 
community – current students, 
alumni, faculty, and coaches – 
have used the hashtag to wel-
come the newly admitted stu-
dents,” wrote Vivien Mallick, 
Director of Admission Opera-
tions, in an email to The Phil-
lipian.

The Class of 2020 was 
awarded with a total of 
$6,720,000 in financial aid 
scholarships. A projected 48 
percent of next year’s 2016-
2017 student body will be on 
financial aid, with a projected 
15 percent on full scholarship. 

Jim Ventre, Dean of Admis-
sion and Financial Aid, hopes 
newly admitted students will 
be able to recognize their 
place in the Andover commu-
nity.

“We hope the newly admit-
ted students will discover that 
Andover offers unbounded op-

portunity and that they belong 
in our community,” wrote Ven-
tre in an email to The Phillip-
ian.

Admissions plans on con-
tinuing to use the hashtag 
throughout the four days of 
the Spring Visit program, dur-
ing which a newly admitted 
student can spend a day at An-
dover with a current student.

“We know our current stu-
dents, as well as faculty, staff, 
and administrators, will do a 
wonderful job of welcoming 
the newly admitted students 
and their parents to campus 
– on Instagram and Twitter as 
well as in person when they 
come for revisit days! We are 
grateful to the entire PA com-
munity for showing our new 
families their Big Blue spirit,” 
wrote Mallick. 

In addition to the hashtag, 
Admission also released a 
short video to welcome admit-
ted students and their parents 
on March 10.

“We hope the delivery of 
the content feels fresh and rel-
evant!” wrote Ventre. 

With 1,899 middle schools 
and high schools represented 
in the applicant pool, 20 per-
cent of newly admitted stu-
dents identify as Native Amer-
ican, Black/African American, 
Hispanic/Latino; or Biracial, 
25 percent identify as Asian, 
Asian American or Biracial 
Asian; 47 percent identify as 
White or Caucasian; and 8 
percent chose not to identify.

Editor’s Note: This article originally ran 
on March 25, 2016.

STAFF REPORT

Arthur Paleologos ’17 and Madison Pettaway ’17
Elected Student Body Co-Presidents

After months of planning 
and campaigning, Madison 
Pettaway ’17 and Arthur Pale-
ologos ’17 have been elected as 
Student Body Co-Presidents 
for the 2016-2017 academic 
year. The polls opened on 
Thursday at 7 a.m. and closed 
at 9:30 p.m. Over 900 students 
voted in the election.

According to their plat-
form, the pair looks to estab-
lish a more involved Student 
Council by sending surveys to 
the student body and creat-
ing spaces where community 
members can discuss their 
ideas with Student Coun-
cil members. They will also 
take a “community-based ap-
proach to health and well-
ness,” hoping to transform 
Wellness Week and construct 
a Peer Health Educator pro-

gram to encourage students to 
help each other. In addition, 
they plan to better integrate 
all new students and day stu-
dents into the Andover com-
munity through mentorship 
programs. 

In the debate this past 
Wednesday during All-School 
Meeting, Annette Bell ’16 and 
Theo Perez ’16, the 2015-16 
Student Body Co-Presidents, 
posed questions to the two 
candidate pairs regarding 
both pairs’ platforms and 
ideas. Pettaway and Paleolo-
gos conveyed their intentions 
to combat a culture of toxic 
competition surrounding aca-
demics and the college pro-
cess, as well as nearly every 
other aspect of student life. 
Their plan was created with a 
special awareness of the stress 
and competition that exists at 
Andover, which Pettaway and 
Paleologos hope to eliminate 

by creating a strong support 
system for students. 

The duo garners confidence 
from its qualifications and 
background in student leader-
ship; Pettaway is a prefect in 

Isham as well as a board mem-
ber of several clubs on cam-
pus, and Paleologos has three 
years of experience on Stu-
dent Council. In the debate, 
they emphasized that their 
qualities, qualifications, and 

vision will allow them to de-
velop into the strongest lead-
ers they can be next year.

Editor’s Note: This article originally ran 
on March 25, 2016.

STAFF REPORT
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Arthur Paleologos ’17 is a day student from Lynnfield, Mass.

J.WOLFE/THE PHILLIPIAN
Madison Pettaway ’17 is a Prefect 
in Isham Dorm.

Paul Murphy ’84 Wins 
Andover Public School 

Committee Election

Paul Murphy ’84, Instruc-
tor in Mathematics, Statistics, 
& Computer Science and Head 
Coach of Girls Swimming, has 
won one of the five seats as a 
representative on the Andover 
Public School Committee after 
beginning his campaign in early 
January. 

The position entails working 
alongside the four other com-
mittee members at meetings ev-
ery other week in order to deter-
mine a budget and other policies 
for the school system. Murphy 
decided to run for the three-year 
term as a way to give back to his 
town.

“This felt like a way to do 
something outside of [Ando-
ver] that would be helpful to the 
town... Everyone should have 
their little bit of extracurricular 
that they could do. I think it will 
balance well. I love being back 

in the classroom. The last seven 
years, I was the Dean of Stu-
dents, so I was pretty involved, 
and I couldn’t have possibly 
done anything extra outside. It’s 
a little bit of an opportunity to do 
something extra,” said Murphy 
in an interview with The Phillip-
ian. 

As the only teacher on the 
committee, Murphy looks for-
ward to learning more about the 
way the Andover Public School 
system is run, contributing to the 
conversation about how tax dol-
lars are spent in the system.

“I’ve learned a great deal 
about the people in town and 
the school system in general 
since starting to run… Right 
now there’s a lot of conversation 
about the priorities in town, be-
cause you have to have a conver-
sation about priorities in order 
to have a conversation on how 
the tax dollars are spent. So I’m 
looking forward to that,” said 
Murphy.

Murphy will continue to teach 
and coach at Andover, while vol-
unteering on the committee in 
his spare time. 

“I decided a long time ago that 
I was going to lean into it and ask 
for people’s votes, so I had a lot 
of folks helping me, writing post-
cards, holding signs on Saturday 
mornings downtown… Because I 
grew up in Andover, my parents 
are both still here and my sister 
works nearby, so there’s a lot of 
good networking that happened. 
I’m super grateful that everyone 
got out and voted,” said Murphy.

Editor’s Note: This article originally ran 
on March 25, 2016.

CECELIA VIEIRA

Blue Key Heads Pass Down Iconic Skirts

As students gathered around 
the lobby of the Oliver Wendell 
Holmes Library (OWHL), the ten 
newly selected Class of 2017 Blue 
Key Heads sprinted through the 
doors donning blue accessories 
and cheering “Let’s Get a Little Bit 
Rowdy.”

Ben Andresen ’17, Brandon Bar-
ros ’17, Laura Bilal ’17, Luke Bitler 
’17, Nikki Dlesk ’17, Jackson Lee 
’17, Evelyn Mesler ’17, Lydia Paris 
’17, Auguste White ’17, and Eliot 
Zaeder ’17 were chosen to inherit 
the iconic navy blue skirts from 
the former Class of 2016 Blue Key 
Heads. 

“It was electrifying! I was so 
pumped up on adrenaline and out 
of breath that I couldn’t make noise 
because I had my breath taken 
away,” said Lee.

The Blue Key Heads are spirit 
leaders and serve as role models 
for students at Andover. Blue Key 
Heads attend Andover athletic 
events and wear their blue skirts 
every Friday. With 30 candidates 
this year, the competition to be se-
lected was higher than ever. 

“It was very difficult for us be-
cause there were so many won-
derful, deserving candidates,” said 
former Blue Key Head Kelly Mc-
Carthy ’16.

Each Blue Key Head applicant 
was required to hand in an appli-
cation and perform an audition in 
front of a crowd of people. These 
auditions included performing a 
song of the applicant’s choice, as 
well as doing push-ups in front of 
students in Lower Right of Paresky 
Commons.

“I had to recite poetry with the 
song ‘Work’ by Rihanna, and did 
it with a straight face. I didn’t re-
ally listen to the song before, so I 
mispronounced some things and 
people thought it was funny,” said 
Bitler.

“I put myself up a lot, and I 
worked on getting the crowd going, 
and making other people laugh. It’s 
a great experience whether you get 
the [Blue Key Head] title or not,” 
said Mesler.

As a unit, the Blue Key Heads 
of 2017 hope to elevate the school 
spirit by leading events such as 
New Student Orientation Day, Pep 
Rallies, and of course, Andover/
Exeter Day. 

“Blue Key Heads are people 
who many look up to and are in-
spired by. If I can do my job right, it 
means someone out there is look-
ing out to me and is inspired by 
what I do,” said Lee.

“We’re going to try to help ev-
eryone, and build off of what the 
Blue Key Heads before us have 
given us with new ideas… I want 
to make sure that everyone in this 
campus feels engaged within this 
awesome community that we 
have,” said Bitler.

In Spring Term, the former 
Blue Key Heads of 2016 and cur-
rent Blue Key Heads of 2017 will 
participate in various bonding ex-
ercises. Together, the new Blue 
Key Heads will follow their former 
Blue Key Heads’ footsteps to be the 
spirit of the school next year.

“I am so proud of them and so 
ready for them to own it. I’m really 
excited to watch them step up and 
hopefully gain some confidence by 
having the skirt and having this po-
sition and just really being able to 
shine, and be a good role model,” 
said McCarthy.

Editor’s Note: This article originally ran 
on April 1, 2016.

ANDREW KIM

R.KINDANGEN/THE PHILLIPIAN

The Class of 2017 Blue Key Heads stormed the Oliver Wendell Holmes Library as part of their initiation.

A.MACAYA/THE PHILLIPIAN

Paul Murphy ’84 was Dean of 
Students from 2008 to 2015.
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Roxane Gay Reads 
Her Own Reflections On 
Identity and Pop Culture

Sporting jeans and a gray 
long-sleeved T-shirt, Roxane 
Gay, a writer, feminist advocate, 
and professor at Purdue Univer-
sity, sat in Kemper auditorium to 
read of a few of her works to stu-
dents and faculty members alike 
last Thursday evening. 

Through her writing, Gay 
explores identity and themes of 
pop culture. Gay’s essays, short 
stories, and novels, most nota-
bly “The Bad Feminist,” have 
gained recognition from “The 
New York Times,” “Salon,” and 
“Best American Short Stories.” 
She came to campus to present 
her works, discuss her writing 
inspirations, answer questions 
from the audience, and engage 
in a meet-and-greet.

“Students don’t know what 
to make of me. I wear jeans and 
Converse, I have tattoos up and 
down my arms, I am tall, I am 
not petite, I am the child of im-
migrants. Many of my students 
have never had a black teacher 
before. I can’t help them with 
that. I’m the only black profes-
sor in my department, and this 
will probably be true for the rest 
of my career no matter where I 
teach,” Gay said in her presenta-
tion.

In “Bad Feminist,” a collection 
of essays focusing on politics, 
criticism, and feminism, Gay 
shares her journey as a woman 
of color and explores the evo-
lution of culture in the last few 
years. In her presentation, Gay 
spoke of her unconventional ex-
pression of her feminism, citing 
her music taste as an example.

“I am failing as a feminist… 
To freely accept the feminist 
label would not be fair to good 
feminists… There are so many 
ways in which I am doing femi-
nism wrong, at least according 
to how my perceptions of femi-
nism have been warped by being 
a woman in this world… I listen 
to thuggish rap at a very loud 
volume… even though the lyrics 
are degrading and they disgust 
me to the core,” said Gay.

“Maybe I am a bad feminist, 
but I am deeply committed to 
the issues that are important to 
feminism… I’m a bad feminist, 
but I’d rather be a bad feminist 
than not a feminist at all,” Gay 
said of her personal approach to 
feminism.

While attending Phillips 
Exeter Academy as a Haitian-
American student, Gay spoke of 
often facing racial discrimina-
tion that would later present it-
self as a major theme in her writ-
ing. Growing up, Gay travelled to 
Port-au-Prince, Haiti, with her 
parents in the summers where 
she began to observe how many 
people did not enjoy her family’s 
more privileged living situation. 
This sparked her inspiration to 
write her debut novel, “An Un-
tamed State.”

“Many people were living 

in abject poverty, and I didn’t 
know how to reconcile the luxu-
ries that I enjoyed while living 
alongside such abject poverty. It 
made me feel really bad, and so I 
wrote about it,” said Gay.

“An Untamed State” centers 
around a woman named Mireille 
Jameson who visits her par-
ents in Port-au-Prince with her 
American husband and their 
infant son. She is kidnapped 
and held for 14 days due to her 
father’s reluctance to pay the 
ransom demanded by her kid-
nappers.

“The novel looks at what she 
endures during the kidnapping 
and then how she tries to come 
back to herself in the after as she 
deals with the betrayal of her fa-
ther and coming to terms with a 
country she never really knew,” 
said Gay.

Gay spoke about the im-
portance of strong friendships 
between women through her 
reading of her essay “How to be 
Friends with Another Woman.”

“Don’t tear other women 
down, because if they’re not 
your friends, they’re women. 
This is not to say you can’t criti-
cize other women, but under-
stand the difference between 
criticizing constructively and 
tearing down cruelly,” said Gay. 

Gay strives to be mindful of 
her identity and how it affects 
the world around her.

“I think that identity is some-
thing that you can never sepa-
rate from yourself. We are who 
we are, and the various mark-
ers of identity shape how we 
perceive the world and how we 
move through the world, and I 
just always am mindful of that. 
I’m mindful that who I am and 
how I see the world is influ-
enced by identity,” said Gay in an 
interview with The Phillipian.

Gay feels passionately about 
the impacts her writing has on 
young readers and encourages 
her readers to think critically 
about the world. 

“I want especially younger 
readers to think and to ques-
tion the world that we live in 
and the choices that we make 
in terms of what we do with 
our bodies, in terms of what we 
watch. Just think. Think better 
and care more. In my writing, I 
try to remind people that we’re 
all different and that we’re not 
wearing the same shoes and that 
there are consequences to that, 
that we have to consider,” Gay 
said. 

This event was made pos-
sible by an Abbot Academy As-
sociation grant. It was brought 
to campus by Women’s Forum 
and co-sponsored by the Office 
of Community and Multicul-
tural Development in coordina-
tion with the Brace Center for 
Gender Studies and the English 
Department. 

Editor’s Note: This article originally ran 
on April 1, 2016.

TIFFANY CHANG

Ai-jen Poo ’92 Receives 
Claude Moore Fuess Award 

For Public Service

After many years of ongoing 
leadership in the domestic work-
ers movement, Ai-jen Poo ’92 re-
turned to Andover to accept the 
Claude Moore Fuess Award, An-
dover’s highest distinction.

The Fuess Award commemo-
rates Claude Fuess, who served 
Andover for more than 40 years 
as an instructor and as the tenth 
Head of School. Established in 
1964, the Fuess Award is given to 
graduates who embody Non Sibi 
by making distinguished contri-
butions to public service.

Students had the opportunity 
to hear Poo speak at All-School 
Meeting (ASM) about her person-
al motivations for embodying Non 
Sibi ideals and her contributions 
to the domestic workers move-
ment. Currently serving as the 
director of the National Domestic 
Workers Alliance, an organization 
that empowers domestic workers 
to serve as their own advocates, 
Poo is also the co-director of Car-
ing Across Generations, an orga-
nization campaigning for public 
policies that will benefit both the 
elderly and their caretakers. From 
early on in her childhood, Poo’s 
close relationship with her grand-
parents was a source of constant 
moral support and guidance.

“I come from an immigrant 
family and had the great gift of 
growing up with my grandpar-
ents. From my grandmother, I 
learned how to appreciate and 
cultivate laughter. From my 
grandfather, I learned hard work 
and discipline,” said Poo during 
her presentation.

Poo was motivated to fight for 
the rights of domestic workers 
after experiencing firsthand the 
importance of a strong system of 
support for both domestic work-
ers and the families and individu-
als they care for.

“After my grandfather turned 
90, his vision and other functions 
deteriorated. My father was un-
able to find appropriate home 
care support for him and had to 
place him in a nearby nursing 
home against his wishes… My 
grandfather’s bed was in a dark 
room with half a dozen other 

people. It smelled of mold and ill-
ness. Though he was alive enough 
to tell me he was afraid, I knew he 
was dying inside,” said Poo.

“On the other hand, my mater-
nal grandmother is still alive, and 
she just turned 90. She’s living 
life on her terms. Mrs. Sun is the 
home care worker who looks after 
my grandmother. My uncles and 
my mom do a lot for my grand-
mother, but none of us can imag-
ine our lives without Mrs. Sun’s 
support,” she continued.

Poo recognized the impact 
her grandmother’s caregiver had 
on her family’s life, yet finds that 
domestic work is still the most un-
derappreciated work in the econ-
omy today.

“What could be more impor-
tant than caring for the people 
who cared for us? And yet it’s 
among some of the most under-
valued work in our economy to-
day. There are no standards, no 
guidelines, nothing mediating the 
relationship. It’s the kind of job 
that’s not even seen as a real job,” 
said Poo.

Poo related her struggle for 
representation for caregivers and 
domestic workers to the Non Sibi 
ideals instilled in her during her 
time at Andover.

“Working with caregivers has 
reinforced for me the spirit of 
Non Sibi that I learned here at 
Andover. Domestic workers and 
caregivers embody in their work 
the spirit of not for self. They go 

to work every day and support the 
dignity and well-being of others. 
There is something uniquely hu-
man about caring and doing for 
others. It is what makes us hu-
man,” said Poo.

Poo described how her time 
at Andover further impacted her 
mindset towards community en-
gagement.

“In doing Non Sibi we become 
the people we were always meant 
to be… I was always afforded so 
many opportunities here to con-
nect, to do community service, to 
get involved on campus, [and] to 
do things that expressed the dif-
ferent ways that I cared about the 
world around me and other peo-
ple, and I think those opportuni-
ties completely shaped how I see 
the world and what I chose to do,” 
said Poo in an exclusive interview 
with The Phillipian.

Poo’s optimism and drive come 
from her experiences in her non-
profit work as well.

“I have watched over and over 
again, how a group of people who 
care about the same things, and 
care about each other, come to-
gether with a plan and a vision,” 
said Poo. “It’s been at the heart 
and soul of every major social 
movement that has brought prog-
ress to this country. And we can 
start today.”

Editor’s Note: This article originally 
ran on April 29, 2016.

TIFFANY CHANG
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Ai-jen Poo ’92 is the director of the National Domestic Workers Alliance. 
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Poo shares a moment onstage with her friend and mentor Seth Bardo, Instructor in English.

Jane Goodall, Pioneer in Primatology, Delivers Presentation to Thousands

Over 1,200 members of the An-
dover community gathered for a 
chance to hear Jane Goodall – a 
primatologist, ethologist, anthro-
pologist, and United Nations Mes-
senger of Peace – speak in Cochran 
Chapel this past Friday. 

Goodall, Founder of the Jane 
Goodall Institute and its youth pro-
gram, Roots & Shoots, spoke about 
the importance of preserving the 
natural world and inspiring indi-
vidual action to help people, ani-
mals, and the environment we all 
share.

“We’re destroying the planet, 
and [this generation is] growing up 
into a planet which is being very 
seriously harmed. If we don’t act 
soon, it will be too late. For [the] 
future, that’s pretty grim. So I 
come and try and spread our pro-
gram through Roots and Shoots as 
much as I possibly can. That’s why 
I come: to galvanize young people 
to roll up your sleeves and get out 
there and help us make the world 
a better place,” said Goodall in an 

interview with The Phillipian.
Goodall’s passion for environ-

mentalism and zoology began at 
a very young age. In her speech, 
Goodall recalled her fascination 
with the chickens on her grand-
mother’s farm and also credited 
her mother for encouraging her 
enthusiasm for learning.

“I began asking everybody, 
‘Where does the egg come out of 
the hen?’... Because nobody an-
swered me to my satisfaction. 
What I do remember so vividly is 
seeing a hen, going up into her little 
sleeping house… and going into an 
empty hen house and waiting and 
waiting and waiting,” said Goodall 
in her presentation.

Meanwhile, her family had 
been worried as Goodall only re-
turned home after sundown, when 
she had finally watched the hen lay 
an egg. Instead of getting angry at 
Goodall, her mother supported her 
curious nature and provided her 
with the necessary resources to 
support her interest.

“Isn’t that the making of a little 
scientist: the curiosity, asking ques-
tions, not getting the right answers, 
deciding to find out for yourself, 

making a mistake, not giving up, 
and learning patience? It was all 
there in that 4½-year-old little 
girl. And a different kind of mother 
might have crushed that scientific 
curiosity and I might not be stand-
ing here. She [even] decided that I 
would learn to read more quickly if 
she got books that were about ani-
mals,” said Goodall.

During her 55-year study of 
wild chimpanzees in Gombe 
Stream National Park, Tanzania, 
Goodall initially had trouble bond-
ing with the primates. Funds for 
her research were running low, 
and Goodall was worried that she 
would have to return to England 
before she had made any signifi-
cant discoveries.

“Those were the early days that 
were very frustrating and worry-
ing for me... The chimpanzees took 
one look at this peculiar white ape 
and ran away. They’ve never seen 
anything like this before, and they 
were very conservative. So I was re-
ally worried that the money would 
run out before I seen anything re-
ally exciting and that would be the 
end of the whole thing,” said Good-
all in her presentation.

With support from her mother, 
she continued her research and 
eventually earned the trust of a 
male chimpanzee after he began to 
steal bananas from Goodall’s table 
who Goodall later named David 
Greybeard. After she had bonded 
with David Greybeard, she began 
to earn the trust of his family.

“Gradually [the chimpanzees] 
began to lose their fear, and gradu-
ally I came to know them as dis-
tinct individuals looking very dif-
ferent one from another. As the 
years past, the understanding of 
chimpanzee behavior began to 
be easier. I can now look back 55 
years [and] we still have family re-
search station at Gombe, [and] we 
still have students working there 
– local Tanzanians, as well as those 
from overseas. And if I look back, 
the thing that is most striking is 
how [similar to] us they are,” said 
Goodall in her presentation. 

In addition to her fieldwork 
and activism, Goodall has authored 
more than 20 books and has re-
ceived about 70 awards for her re-
search on primates. She has served 
on the board of The Nonhuman 
Rights Project since its foundation 

in 1996 and is currently an ambas-
sador for Disneynature. 

As a philanthropist, Goodall is 
inspired by the research and activ-
ism conducted by new generations 
of scientists and environmentalists. 
Goodall hopes Andover students 
will realize the difference they can 
make in preserving the world we 
live in. 

“I think the most important 
message is that every single indi-
vidual makes a difference every 
single day, and [for] you [to] start 
thinking about the consequences 
of what you buy, what you eat, 
what you wear, how you interact 
with people or the environment 
or animals. [It] may seem to you 
that, ‘it’s just me so it won’t make 
any difference,’ but in our Roots & 
Shoots program and other youth 
programs of a similar nature… you 
find that if everybody starts making 
ethical choices, you start leaning 
towards the kind of world that we 
hope to create or to restore,” said 
Goodall in an interview with The 
Phillipian.

Editor’s Note: This article originally ran 
on April 15, 2016.
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Jane Goodall greeted Gunga as the gorilla rushed on stage to wish her a happy belated 82nd birthday.



Dr. Max Alovisetti Leaves After 30 Years In Psychology Department

Dr. Max Alovisetti, a veteran 
in the field of child psychology 
and counseling, will retire this 
year after 30 years of work at 
Andover in the Psychology De-
partment and in Graham House. 

“This is a wonderful school, 
and I’ve been very privileged to 
work here. There are frustra-
tions, but there are frustrations 
in every job, and the joy of being 
here far outweighs any tempo-
rary problems that we face… I 

think we forget how fortunate 
we all are to be at this incredibly 
supportive, caring place,” said 
Alovisetti.

During his time at Ando-
ver, Alovisetti has served as the 
Chair of the Psychology Depart-
ment and the Director of the 
Graham House Counseling Cen-
ter, and an Instructor in Psy-
chology, and he currently works 
as a counselor in the Sykes Well-
ness Center.

Alovisetti worked as a child 
psychologist for the U.S. Army 
in Frankfurt, West Germany. In 

1986, after making the decision 
to return to the United States, 
he began his work as a counselor 
at Andover. Alovisetti considers 
working with students the most 
rewarding aspect of his job. 

“What I love about the job 
is… working with very bright, 
interesting, dedicated kids who 
are struggling to make some 
sense out of their lives and 
stress and difficulties either 
with classes or peers or teachers 
or home [and]… how great it is 
when someone’s able to rethink 
what they’re doing and end up 
in a better place than they were 
before,” said Alovisetti.

“That’s the fun part of the 
job. It happens enough of the 
time that it makes the job very 
rewarding,” he continued. “Oc-
casionally, kids, for whatever 
reason, [realize that] this is not 
the right place for them, and 
sometimes just helping them to 
figure that out is also valuable. 
But most of the time, everybody 
really wants to be here and finds 
a way to handle that problem so 
that they can be successful.”

When a student died on cam-
pus in 2001, Alovisetti faced 
his most difficult moment as a 
counselor. The Psychology De-
partment came together to help 
the community grieve and hon-
or the student.

“It showed how the com-

munity can pull together in 
support of each other in times 
of really big difficulty. That’s 
what I remember. My position 
at that point in time was very 
much helping the community 
figure out ways to be support-
ive of each other… It wasn’t just 
the counselors talking with stu-
dents, this was the whole com-
munity… In the midst of tragedy, 
there’s strength, and sometimes 
people grow stronger,” said Alo-
visetti.

Alovisetti was particularly 
successful with helping students 
overcome their stress and anxi-
ety, and often assisted students 
before the Physical Education 
swim test or other major exams. 
Dr. Carol Israel, Psychology De-
partment Chair, recalls students 
who have returned years after 
their graduation to thank Alovi-
setti for his work.

“Kids have come back to see 
him years after they’ve gradu-
ated from here because of how 
much they appreciate him. At 
an alumni event last weekend, I 
met someone who had graduat-
ed ten to 15 years ago who came 
up to me and told me how much 
Dr. Alovisetti had helped him 
during his time here. That’s the 
testament to how important his 
work has been,” said Israel.

Dr. Sandra Lopez-Morales 
’97, Counselor and Instructor 

in Psychology, took Alovisetti’s 
Developmental Psychology 
class while she was a student at 
Andover. Since joining the Psy-
chology Department in 2012, 
Alovisetti has served as her 
teacher, mentor, and friend.

“He’s always ready to talk 
and support and listen and en-
courage. When I got here, four 
years ago, he was the Director 
of Counseling in the winter and 
spring. He both advocated for 
me and also really showed me 
how to be a counselor on this 
campus… In the community, he 
is someone who asks difficult 
questions and pushes people to 
think about things differently 
and consider different options,” 
said Lopez-Morales.

Alovisetti hopes to have made 
a positive impact on Andover, 
and that he will be remembered 
for his dedication to the com-
munity.

“[I hope I’ll be remembered 
as] somebody who tried to do 
their very best, really cared 
about the kids and the commu-
nity, and will always be think-
ing about the community, even 
when I’m not here. I hope my 
impact has been positive, and I 
think if there’s one thing I wish 
everybody would do for each 
other is just be kind,” said Alo-
visetti.

T.RYNNE/THE PHILLIPIAN
Dr. Max Alovisetti hopes that he will be remembered on campus for his 
dedication to the community.

After 35 Years, Andover Says Farewell to Seth Bardo: A Big Soul

Seth Bardo, a 35-year veteran 
of the English department, will 
bid farewell to the checkered 
halls of Bulfinch to embark 
on the next chapter of his life. 
Alongside his wife, Sarah, Bardo 
hopes to take advantage of the 
newly-found time relaxing and 
writing.

“I have already bought, as a 
present to myself, a very lovely 
journal and I expect to be writ-
ing in that every day,” said Bardo 
in an interview with The Phillip-
ian.

“A friend that retired earlier 
told me that I should just take 
some time to be, rather than 
to do, because around here the 
time to think and contemplate 
and reflect is fairly hard to find. 
We own a home in Vermont and 
it is a very peaceful place. Also, 
we have rented an apartment in 
Cambridge for the next year, so 
I hope to walk the city,” contin-
ued Bardo.

Bardo grew up in Long Is-
land, N.Y., and eventually moved 
to Greenwich Village in New 
York City. During his childhood, 
he was inspired to pursue a life 
of education by a series of won-
derful teachers.

“[My teachers] awakened me 
to all kinds of subjects and ideas 
that I had never been exposed to 
before, so I figured if they could 
do that for me, I could do that 
for some people too,” said Bardo.

Bardo, who had decided on 
his career path rather early, 
started his teaching adventures 
in  public schools and eventu-
ally found his way to Andover, 
where he very quickly became 
attached. 

“This is an incredible com-
munity to raise children. It is 
one of the few real communities 

that is non-religious where peo-
ple are bonded to one another 
in a very special way. I had an-
ticipated, because I had taught 
in the public schools for ten 
years, that I would be here for a 
number of years and move on,” 
said Bardo. “I taught in France 
on SYA and I have been really 
all over the world [because I 
was] supported by Andover. I 
have been to the former Soviet 
Union, to South Africa and I 
could keep going… Where else 
could I do that?” 

In his impressive tenure at 
Andover, Bardo has touched the 
lives of so many people, ranging 
from teachers to students, and 
has played such an important 
role in the community. His wis-
dom and expertise combined 
with his kindness have helped 
make everyone around him hap-
pier and more confident in their 
own abilities.

Emma Staffaroni, Instructor 
in English, said, “His uncondi-
tional caring and positive regard 
for me has helped me to feel 
more confident as a teacher. Mr. 
Bardo makes everyone he knows 
feel welcome and supported. 
Students trust him and feel he is 
their partner in unlocking their 
true potential.”

In an email to The Phillip-
ian, Tessa Peterson ’15 wrote, 
“In his class ‘Welcome to the 
Apocalypse,’ we went deeply 
within ourselves and examined 
inequality, injustice, and pain, 
and what is more, we made our-
selves vulnerable to those feel-
ings and to one another. Some 
of the most important learning 
I did at Andover, I did through 
the questioning and encourage-
ment of Mr. Bardo. Andover is 
losing a legendary thinker and 
teacher, a man with amazing 
stories, worldliness, and deeply 
personal caring for his students. 

We are lucky to have had him 
for so long.” 

Peterson, who graduated last 
year, is currently taking a year 
off from school for the purpose 
of travel and perspective, which 
is an idea that Bardo strongly 
encourages to all of his students. 
He believes that a year between 
high school and college is need-
ed to take a break from the aca-
demic rigors and learn more 
about the world.

Bardo said, “You got lucky 
[to be at Andover]. So then it is 
a matter of what you are going 
to do with that luck. I try to urge 
my students to think about all 
of the kids who aren’t as lucky 
as you are. All of these kids are 
bright, but there are plenty of 
other kids that don’t have a shot 
that are equally bright and have 
the same dreams, just not the 
same opportunities.” 

“I think the thing that reoc-
curs and has kept me pretty vital 
[at Andover] over a pretty long 
time is that the sense of wonder 
in our students, despite having 
all of this pressure and every-
thing else, they still manage to 
renew themselves. To question 
themselves and question the 
world. Andover for a lot of kids 
is a journey. It’s a difficult one, 
it’s a challenging one, but it is 
also a really affirmative one and 
to be a part of that is pretty spe-
cial,” continued Bardo.

Stephanie Curci, Instructor 
and Chair in English, said, “Mr. 
Bardo is warm, welcoming, mis-
chievous, and kind.  I think he’s 
been a thoughtful skeptic deep-
ly invested in interdisciplin-
ary teaching and learning, even 
when it’s been challenging.  He’s 
done more of that than anyone 
in Bulfinch, I think.  One of my 
favorite things about him is that 
he knows what book you need to 
have and gets it to you.  He cares 

deeply about his students, gets 
to know them, and challenges 
them in intellectual and ethical/
moral terms.  He is a fabulous 
listener, deeply curious, and he 
bakes fabulous bread.”

Bardo’s goal is to teach stu-
dents to tap into their own re-
spective potentials and utilize 
the resources available to them 
in order to achieve happiness 
and success. He believes that 
writing is an essential life skill 
and he is devoted to achieving 
this goal.

Juliette Farmer ’18 said in an 
interview with The Phillipian, 
“My first class at Andover was 
English 100 with Mr. Bardo. He 
was the most difficult teacher I 
ever had, yet also the most com-
pelling and helpful. His class 
greatly improved the writing 
and analytical skills of my peers 

and myself, while also teaching 
us to develop and voice our own 
opinions.” 

Bardo said, “One of the great 
things about being here, espe-
cially being here this long, is I 
have seen what some of my stu-
dents have done with their lives, 
like Ai-jen Poo ’92 who accepted 
the Fuess Award for improving 
the lives of thousands and Dan 
Koh ’03 who is now the Mayor 
of Boston’s Head of Staff.” 

“It is a blessing to have 
shared lives with these kids who 
are now coming into their own 
and doing just remarkable work. 
I wish there was much less pres-
sure and I certainly wish there 
was less work, but the focus of 
an Andover education has re-
ally morphed and improved my 
judgement,” Bardo continued. 

LARSON TOLO
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Seth Bardo will devote time after retiring to relaxing and writing in his jour-
nal.
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COURTESY OF KENDALL BEEMAN
From left: Yasmine Allen, Instructor in Spanish  and Co-Director of the Teaching Fellow Program, Teaching Fellows Jack O’Leary, John Tortorello, Erin McMahon, Garrett Richie, Andrea Acosta, Eliza Marks, 
Matthew Osborne, Sally Pollard, Alex Djamoos, Kendall Beeman, Adela Habib, Tom Kramer, and Emma Frey, Instructor in History and Social Science and Co-Director of the Teaching Fellow Program.
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Kathleen Dalton Departs From 
History Department After 36 Years

Kathleen Dalton, Ph.D., left her 
second floor classroom in Samuel 
Phillips Hall for the last time last 
November, concluding her 36 
years as an Instructor in History at 
Andover. During her tenure, Dal-
ton taught U.S. History and also 
served as the Co-Director of the 
Brace Center for Gender Studies 
with her husband, Tony Rotundo, 
former Instructor in History.

While at Andover, Dalton 
sought not only to teach History, 
but to teach her students lessons 
that applied to their lives as well.

“It’s important for people who 
have the benefit of being launched 
by educational experiences as in-
tense and excellent as Andover   
that’s a great basis, but to really 
learn, you really have to create your 
own journey. You have to invent 
your own intellectual adventure,” 
said Dalton.

Dalton hopes that students at 
Andover continue to pursue their 
intellectual interests and engage in 
learning outside of the classroom.

“I hope that educational people 
get that Andover encourages you to 
read books over the summer, and 
also make their own list of things of 
things they want to know and want 
to pursue. Sometimes when you 
start out in education it’s very easy 
to feel a little passive, as a receiving 
vessel, feeling that ‘These people 
know more than I do,’” said Dalton.

“But after getting an educa-
tion for a while, you finally reach a 
stage where you think ‘Well I want 
to know more about this. How do 
I find out more about this? I’m 
gonna teach myself this skill, or I’m 
gonna pursue this myself.’ That’s 
a measure of successful education   
intellectual curiosity and your abil-

ity to create your own educational 
agendas, and not to feel as though 
education is something that’s be-
ing beaten into you,” Dalton con-
tinued.   

Upon arriving at Andover in 
1980, Dalton immediately sought 
to address the issue of gender in-
equality. She spearheaded the 
transition of the Andover into a 
coeducational environment after 
its merge with Abbot Academy and 
assisted in the recruitment of new 
faculty to achieve the school’s goal 
of equal gender representation.

In 2015, Dalton and Rotundo 
received the McKeen award, an 
award that recognizes members 
of Andover who have worked dili-
gently toward eliminating social 
and institutional barriers within 
the student and faculty bodies. 

“She’s incredibly well schooled, 
but committed to values as well-
  so in thinking about inequities in 
history, and thinking about gen-
der equality, and thinking about 
race equality, about activism. All 
those things are really significant 
in her career here as someone who 
helped this school transition from 
being an all boys school into a true 
coeducational environment.”, said 
Christopher Jones PhD, Instructor 
of History and Social Science.

 Prior to arriving at An-
dover, Dalton taught briefly at 
American University and National 
Cathedral School, both located in 
Washington D.C., while complet-
ing her graduate studies at Johns 
Hopkins University.

Dalton said, “I was at a histo-
rians’ convention, and I met the 
Dean of Faculty at Andover. I was 
looking for my next job, and I saw 
an ad and he happened to be stand-
ing there at the time. So that was 
really sort of a coincidence. I was 
looking for a college or university 

job and I wasn’t really thinking of 
teaching in a boarding school, but 
we talked and it sounded worth 
considering... it was really fortu-
nate.” 

During her time at Andover, 
Dalton found time to advance her 
own studies, becoming one of the 
leading experts in the life of Theo-
dore Roosevelt. In 2002, Dalton 
published her book Theodore Roo-
sevelt: A Strenuous Life,  a biogra-
phy widely regarded as one of the 
most comprehensive, well-written 
documentations of the life of Presi-
dent Roosevelt.  S he was also one 
of the historians featured in Ken 
Burns’ documentary,  The Roos-
evelts.   

Dalton’s vast teaching experi-
ence, along with her strong work-
ethic, garnered respect from stu-
dents and colleagues alike. Dalton 
often served as a mentor to new 
faculty, particularly those in the 
History Department.

Jones said, “When I was a 
teaching fellow here, [Dalton] was 
my mentor. She taught me how to 
be in a classroom, how to interact 
with students, how to think about 
assessment, and to be compassion-
ate as a teacher but to be rigorous 
too. She was always someone I 
looked up to since day one at An-
dover for me.” 

Dalton also found her time liv-
ing in a dormitory to be a reward-
ing experience and is still friends 
with some of the students who 
lived in her dorm today.  

“We didn’t expect that run-
ning a dormitory would have some 
long term consequences. At the 
time, we’d lose some sleep over it. 
Sometimes the kids would behave 
badly. Sometimes they were easy to 
get along with, sometimes not, but 
we’ve become really good friends 
with some people that were once 
in our dorm… They’re our friends 
now, and they’ve become our 
daughter’s friend too. That’s a re-
ally nice surprise. There are certain 
people you meet in that [Andover] 
world who are just really interest-
ing, creative, fun people,” said Dal-
ton.  

Dalton continued,“It’s a really 
good teaching circumstance be-
cause the students are highly mo-
tivated and bright, and from a lot 
of different places, and have a lot 
of different personal experiences. 
So the kids are really the most en-
joyable part of teaching there— I’ll 
miss that.”

BILLY WANG

Teaching Since 1974, 
Marc Koolen Retires 

After 42  years of putting 
smiles on people’s faces, Marc 
Koolen, Instructor in Biology, will 
retire from Andover. 

Lauded for his humor, enthu-
siasm, and devotion to the Biol-
ogy Department, Koolen finds 
the spirited Andover community 
keeps him connected to his work. 

“When I came to [Andover], 
I had never even heard of a prep 
school, let alone been to one, or 
seen one. And this was a whole 
other world. You guys are so 
challenging and motivated. And 
I think I feel young even though 
I’m old and withered. So you guys 
have kept me young, you’ve kept 
me vibrant and energetic and 
interested in my subject. I don’t 
dare go into a class unprepared. 
So that’s number one,” said Kool-
en. 

 “And then there’s just this gor-
geous campus. I love teaching 
and I love teaching here. When 
you get up in the morning it’s 
like waking up to Christmas ev-
ery morning. How can you fault 
a place like this?” Koolen contin-
ued. 

Upon arriving as a teacher in 
the fall of 1974, Koolen served as 
a house counselor in Nathan Hale 
House, a former Junior boys dor-
mitory. 

“A story when I was a house 
counselor [in] Nathan Hale. One 
of the boys came up to me, it was 
a Saturday night, and he said, ‘Can 
I talk to you for a minute? I just 
went on a date and, at the end of 
the date, she french kissed me. 
I don’t know what to do now.’ I 
didn’t know what to say. Luckily 
this boy had a brother here who 
was a Senior. So I said ‘Why don’t 
you go talk with him and see what 
he says.’ About two weeks later, I 
said ‘How are things with you 
and the young lady?’ And he said 
‘They’re not anymore.’ And I said 
‘Well that’s too bad, didn’t you 
talk to your older brother?’ And 
he said ‘Yeah… And now he’s dat-
ing her.’ The moral of [this] story 
is there is no manual for house 
counselor training. Obviously I 
led this kid way off on the wrong 
path,” said Koolen. 

Widely recognized for his 
sense of humor, Koolen will most 
be remembered by students and 
faculty for consistently putting 
smiles on people’s faces.

“Last year Mr. Koolen was my 
favorite teacher. He was really 
enthusiastic and cheerful, and he 
always brightened the mood in 
the classroom and left us feeling 
prepared. I mean he was a really 
great teacher, but what I think 
stood out about him was the way 
he brightened everyone’s day,” 
said Morgan Cutts ’18. 

Nicholas Schoeller ’18 said, 
“One of [his jokes], was [about] a 
clam fisherman named Juan. He 
had an otter who would fish with 
him. Juan and his otter would 
do everything together. One day 
a man wanted to recruit Juan to 
help him with his clam fishing 
business – Juan was a very pow-
erful figure in the fishing busi-
ness – and in response, Juan said, 
‘You can’t have Juan without the 
otter.’” 

This year, Koolen taught Bi-
ology 100 and 500 level courses. 

Throughout his time at Andover, 
he has encouraged his students 
to fully recognize everything the 
school has to offer. 

“The one thing that I try to tell 
the kids here is that you really, re-
ally, really got to appreciate what 
you have here [at Andover]… It’s 
a phenomenal place and opportu-
nity…  I just admire [the students] 
all the time.. The talents you 
have and those kind of maturities 
about you that I just never had at 
that age,” said Koolen.

Students appreciate how 
Koolen’s sense of humor is re-
flected through his teaching style. 

“Mr. Koolen has a way of ex-
plaining difficult concepts in a 
simple, elegant way. He can sense 
when students are restless or 
confused, and adjusts his expla-
nations accordingly. He is unfail-
ingly friendly and completely hi-
larious,” wrote Karissa Kang ’17, a 
member of Koolen’s Biology 500 
class, in an email to The Phillipian.

Emily Batchelor ’19, a mem-
ber of Koolen’s Biology 100 class, 
said,  “Everyday Mr. Koolen tells 
a new joke at the end of class. It’s 
something I really like about him 
– he’s always making us laugh and 
he is so positive.” 

In addition to teaching stu-
dents, Koolen serves as a mentor 
to his faculty peers. 

“He’s taught me a lot about 
birds and ornithology. I used to 
have very limited knowledge of 
the subject but when I was inter-
ested, he was more than happy to 
help pass on his knowledge and 
teach me what he knew,” said 
Keith Robinson, Instructor in Bi-
ology and Chemistry. 

Koolen continues to improve 
on staying current in his field. 

“In biology at least, [a chal-
lenge I face is] simply keeping up 
with all the new discoveries, es-
pecially genetics. I think someone 
from my year has trouble follow-
ing it all. I am just so dinosaur-like 
in many ways. For me that’s been 
the biggest challenge. You can’t 
sit back… As far as a teacher and 
the challenges I’m facing, that’s 
really what it is – trying to stay 
current in my field,” said Koolen.

While he has no specific plans 
for retirement, Koolen and his 
wife will move to Rochester, N.H. 
where he hopes to stay active in 
community work. 

“My biggest plans… are just to 
birdwatch, hike, paint the house, 
tend the bushes and flowers, and 
do stuff that I never really had to 
do… And then just see what ma-
terializes. I don’t really see my-
self sitting in a chair and getting 
fat and old. I’ll probably do some 
volunteer work at the humane so-
ciety. I think I’ll probably go into 
some type of animal rescue thing, 
unless I start bringing animals 
home. That’s probably where my 
passion will be,” said Koolen.

Koolen anticipates having to 
adjust to life off-campus. 

“There’s a saying that goes 
around in the old faculty here: 
when you retire at [Andover],or a 
prep school like this, it’s probably 
the only job where you leave as-
sisted living. Because I’ve had ev-
erything done for me for 42 years! 
They mow my lawn, they fix the 
house…  I’ll have to learn to live as 
a homeowner,” said Koolen.

S.MORELAND/THE PHILLIPIAN
Marc Koolen was a House Counselor in Nathan Hale House when it was a 
boys dormitory.

ELIZA BIENSTOCK

J.WOLFE/THE PHILLIPIAN
Kathleen Dalton also served as Co-Director of the Brace Center for Gen-
der Studies with her husband, Tony Rotundo.

Christopher Walter Will Follow
Passion for Music After Retirement

After 39 years at Andover, 
Christopher Walter will retire at 
the end of this school year, step-
ping down as a conductor, director, 
and Instructor in the Music De-
partment.

Revered for his devotion to 
programs within the Music De-
partment, Walter most treasures 
his time working in collaboration 
across departments, such as “Ap-
palachian Spring,” and in ensem-
bles, such as Fidelio, a select a ca-
pella choir, and the chorus.“

As with all my work here, I have 
been lucky enough to work with 
some extraordinary students and 
wonderful colleagues in my de-
partment. I have particularly cher-
ished working with ensembles, 
whether in the chorus, Fidelio, or 
occasionally, in musical theatre,” 
said Walter.

“The collaborations with the 
dance department have also been 
immensely rewarding, most re-
cently ‘Appalachian Spring.’  All 
that work poses challenges and de-
mands skills in collaboration, but, 
when everything comes together, 
it is deeply satisfying,” Walter con-
tinued. 

Upon arriving at Andover in 
1977, Walter served as Instruc-
tor in French and German in the 
World Languages Department 
while assisting with the chorus 
and chamber music. He then fully 
transitioned to the Music Depart-
ment in 1982, instructing in intro-
ductory and music history classes 
and working with piano and cham-
ber music students outside of the 
classroom. 

He soon began to become in-
volved in choral music, first assist-
ing with the chorus, then taking 
over as the director. He has served 
as the conductor of Fidelio for the 
past twelve years. Walter served as 
Chair in Music from 1995 to 2001, 
and served as the Director of Per-
formance from 2007 to 2014.

“[My favorite aspect about An-
dover is] the opportunity to work 
with exceptionally motivated and 
talented students. The energy and 

the gifts of so many students here 
is astonishing. We are all lucky, too, 
to work in a school that attracts 
students from such diverse back-
grounds, and I have particularly 
treasured my work with many in-
ternational students. Every class, 
every ensemble, that I have taught 
has been deeply enriched by the 
presence of that diversity,”  said 
Walter.

Outside of academics and the 
arts, Walter served as a house 
counselor in several dorms, chiefly 
Blanchard House from 1993 until 
2004, and was the coach of both Ju-
nior Varsity Girls and Boys Squash 
at different times for 17 years. His 
two children graduated from the 
Andover in 2001 and 2003.

Significant moments during 
Walter’s time at Andover include 
performances by visiting artists 
and spring vacation tours with vo-
cal ensembles. 

“I will always remember some 
extraordinary concerts in the cha-
pel by visiting artists, who came 
to work with our students and 
perform themselves.  I think espe-
cially of Yo-Yo Ma’s visit in 2000, 
when the chapel was filled beyond 
capacity and he electrified the au-
dience,” said Walter.

“The spring vacation tours with 
the chorus and with Fidelio were 
all memorable, and the recent trip 
in 2015 to China especially so. The 
final concert there in Shanghai’s 
Symphony Hall with hundreds of 
participants was especially excit-
ing,” said Walter. 

Holly Barnes, Director of Music 
Performance, commended Walter 
for the professionalism, humor, 
and musical insight he brings to 
both the classroom and the music 
department as a whole.

“He’s a fantastic musician; he 
plays with so much style and poise, 
and he’s just a wonderful musi-
cian...He’s great to work with, be-
cause he’s got such a great sense of 
humor,” said Barnes.

“He’s been here for a long time 
and he has really seen it all. I feel 
like he has a really deep under-
standing of what it means to be a 
student here and what kind of sup-
port they need,” Barnes continued.

Walter hopes the different Art 
departments continue to be fully 
appreciated after his departure.

“I just hope that the arts depart-
ments continue to be prized here, 
and that enough time is allotted in 
the schedule for adequate rehears-
al.  Compared to some schools, we 
actually have less rehearsal time 
for our major ensembles.  It’s as-
tonishing that so much can be done 
with so little time. Perhaps the new 
[2017-2018] schedule in a couple 
of years time will actually provide 
an opportunity for less frantic and 
stressful last-minute rehearsal,” 
said Walter. 

Elizabeth Aureden, Instructor 
in Music, recalls the immense im-
pact Walter has had on music stu-
dents during his time here.

“Walter invited students to 
share his love of music through 
collaborating with them in so 
many ways. I can’t even begin to 
imagine how many students he has 
supported through accompanying 
them on student recitals and senior 
recitals. It has to be in the thou-
sands. He listened carefully to each 
of those students and supported 
them to perform with confidence 
and expression,” said Aureden. 

Aureden especially appreciates 
the role he served as a mentor in 
regards to teaching and music.

“Over the 26 years that I’ve 
worked with him, [Walter] has 
been a friend, a role model, a men-
tor, and an inspiring musician,” 
said Aureden. “I honestly haven’t 
yet been able to ‘wrap my head’ 
around the gaping hole that will 
exist in Graves Hall next year. I am 
excited for Mr. Walter to move on 
and explore new experiences next 
year.”

After retirement, Walter plans 
to reside in Rockport, Mass., where 
he hopes to stay involved with mu-
sic.

“I will continue to teach the pia-
no and hope to have a lot more time 
to devote to piano practice and, I 
hope, the occasional performance. 
I also hope to become involved in 
some way with the thriving musi-
cal scene in Rockport, which has 
an outstanding concert series in its 
new hall,” said Walter.

JUNGWOO PARK
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Chris Walter initially served as Instructor in French and German when he 
arrived to Andover in 1977.
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Features Commences

Dear Reader,
 Welcome. Commencement is an emotional period at Ando-

ver, but for Features, we’d say that it’s a toss-up. Some shreds of 
precious gold are graduating along with a few chunks of the less 
desirable tin foil, but we love you, ’16. We were commissioned to 
give a semi-accurate representation of what goes on in the cam-
pus so that you can remember your time here, and we hope that 
the following pages will make you laugh, cringe, cry, and pee. En-
joy.

      Sincerely,
      John Wu 
      Emma Kelley
      Iem Afteru

Sunday, June 5, 2016



10. You woke up ten 
minutes early to do 

your homework.

9. Your dad teaches the 
class.

8. You got that quiet 
kid to tutor you.

7. Your teacher saved 
15 percent on car 

insurance.

6. Daddy gave the 
school a new outhouse.

5. You cheated extra 
hard this time.

4. You brought crazy 
spaghetti to class.

3. Your 59 upside down 
is a 95.

2. You voted for Bernie 
Sanders.

1. You knew all of the 

Reasons You Honestly 
Deserved that 6.

F E A T U R E S  P R E S E N T S

TOP TEN

10. You don’t look good 
in pictures.

9.  You made your dress 
from scratch.

8. Your braces glow in 
the dark.

7. You are a freshman.

6. You look like a 
freshman.

5. You aren’t actually a 
teaching fellow.

4. You are actually a 
teaching fellow.

3. You couldn’t find a 
babysitter.

2. You had to look for a 
babysitter.

1. Your daddy couldn’t 
buy you a date.

Reasons You Didn’t Get 
Asked to Prom.

F E A T U R E S  P R E S E N T S

TOP TEN

10. You are a Senior.

9. You got a 5.

8. You thought that 
everyone was going to 

be “Big, Blue, Nice.”

7. You slept ’til 11:30 
and used up all four 

cuts.

6. You got scared by 
DeJesus.

5. You waited ten 
minutes to get ringed 

up at the den.

4. Silent study is not 
actually silent.

3. The Morse stairs 
were too steep.

2. You didn’t get asked 
to prom. 

1. You didn’t laugh at 
Features.

Reasons You’re 
Ditching Andover.

F E A T U R E S  P R E S E N T S

TOP TEN

10. Too many chances 
at the Last Chance 

Dance.

9. Alarming number of 
“SparkNotes” searches.

 
8. Den food is better if 

it’s free.

7. You got thirsty in the 
heat and closest drink 
was in the bedroom.

6. You have 
Conservative views.

5. You called Mr. 
Palfrey “Jeffrey.”

4. You had rubbing 
alcohol in your room.

3. Your door was open 
89 degrees.

2. “What’s Senior pro?”

1. You took a Commons 
plate.

Reasons You Got on 
Probation.

F E A T U R E S  P R E S E N T S

TOP TEN

10. Your room, where 
no dean can’t ever 
search... oh wait.

9. Your MacBook CD 
tray.

 
8. Your backpack, 

because apparently 
that’s a thing.

7. Your fridge, because 
apparently that’s also a 

thing.

6. An urn.

5. Your roommate’s 
closet.

4. Your socks.

3. With your dorm’s 
supply of Chips Ahoy.

2. Your sofa.
 

1. Basement of Morse.

Places to Hide Your
Den Cookie That May Be Potent.

F E A T U R E S  P R E S E N T S

TOP TEN
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10. They forgot about 
you because you hadn’t 
called for two months.

9. You got a 2 in 
Lighting Senior Spring.

 
8. You aren’t walking.

7. You ran away and 
never came back.

6. They went to 
your public school 
graduation instead.

5. It wouldn’t get 
you off the Harvard 

waitlist.

4. They found out that 
you turned Democrat.

3. They decided to get 
Gov Ball instead.

2. They don’t like you.

1. They don’t love you.

Reasons Your Relatives Did Not
Come to Commencement.

F E A T U R E S  P R E S E N T S

TOP TEN
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power-tripping on 
bigger fonts and 
middle initials
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Yummy yellow liquids. 

Andover Cracks Down 
on ‘Grad Week’

As the school year 
comes to a close at Ando-
ver, school administration 
has implemented a new 
rule to assure that gradu-
ation celebrations adhere 
strictly to Blue Book rules. 
After receiving their di-
plomas and saying their 
final goodbyes to friends, 
Seniors interested in at-
tending parties afterwards 
will be required to bring 
their oldest relatives and 
any sibling under the age 
of 12 along with them. 
Faculty members hope 
that the addition of this 
rule will pave the road to 
more sober celebrations in 
which students can create 
favorable, lasting impres-
sions of themselves, out of 
a jail cell. 

Instead of the tradi-
tional graduation party 
games, parties are now 
boasting games like bin-
go, charades, and bridge. 
There will also be an in-
flatable slip and slide for 
the enjoyment of younger 
and older guests alike. 

Students who miss tra-
ditional grad week activ-
ities should not feel dis-
appointed as the games 
will not be completely 
removed from the gradu-
ation parties; illegal sub-
stances will be replaced 
with SoBe Lifewater and 
instead of having to kiss 
the person that the bottle 
points to, the participant 
must compliment the per-
son’s sensible loafers.

DJs hired to play trap 
beats, Lemonade, and 
Views will be replaced 
with barbershop quartets. 
When asked about how 
this change will affect her, 

Queen of Traps ’16 said: 
“This change won’t have 
too much of an impact on 
me. If you try hard enough 
you can hit the whip, nay-
nay, and dab to almost 
anything.” She said this 
while dabbing violently 
to “Old MacDonald Had a 
Farm”. 

Refreshments served at 
the parties will also have 
to change to accommo-
date the new guests. 

“For the younger 
guests, we have prepared 
apple juice and fresh-
ly-squeezed, lukewarm 
breast milk. The older 
guests will be able to en-
joy ginger ale and prune 
juice,” said Barten Durh, 
Director of Catering at 
Paresky Commons. “Food 
served at the parties will 
range anywhere from 
Steak Au Poivre to Ger-
ber’s broccoli-mush.”

Regarding these chang-
es, Katherine Elgan ’16, 
said, “As a result of this 
new rule I have to bring 
my three-year-old brother 
and 97-year-old grandma 
with me to the parties that 
I go to. I don’t even know 
if they’re potty trained.”

While the proposal 
may lack support from 
the student body, the ad-
ministration has decided 
that it is ultimately the 
best decision to reinforce 
the school’s guidelines of 
empathy and balance. Pi-
geons have been hired to 
transport the invitation 
scrolls along with t-shirts 
printed with “proud grad-
mother” or “proud grad-
father.” Have a grand ’ole 
time 2016: you won’t be 
running away from the po-
lice, in a forest, with your 
friend Molly, this grad 
week. 

WILL RAPHAEL

Siblings and Grandparents
Required To Accompany Seniors

Students Discover New Source of Protein

In an attempt to re-
invigorate its menu, 
Paresky Commons has 
started serving donkey, 
commonly referred to 
by the students as “ass.” 
This is part of Paresky’s 
initiative of healthy eat-
ing, and varying students’ 
diets with this precious 
cut of meat. 

In order to improve 
the dining experience at 
the award-winning din-
ing hall, Paresky sent 
out surveys to the en-
tire student body that 
approximately .00001 
percent of the students 
took. Paresky decided to 
serve this new meal as 
the survey results indi-
cated that students often 
strayed from Paresky to 
eat at other venues. In-
terestingly, the majority 

of teenage boys preferred 
to go downtown to eat 
out instead of eating at 
the convenient, efficient, 
and friendly dining hall 
located right on their 
campus. Food supervisor, 
Maggie Dip, realized that 
there needed to be some-
thing enticing for those 
teenage boys, and came 
up with the solution of 
a food completely on 
the other side of eating 
downtown.

It is reported that, 
ever since Paresky start-
ed providing the option, 
students always want 
more donkey, and are 
never satiated. The din-
ing hall has had trouble 
finding farmers willing 
to sell enough of their 
donkeys to feed all of An-
dover’s students. 

Few farms have start-
ed the endeavor of breed-
ing donkeys, but Andover 

has outsourced their in-
gredients to a farm called 
Buutii, a place where 
donkey is abundant.

Despite the high de-
mand for the new menu, 
students have had mixed 
reviews about eating don-
key. “I prefer the taste of 
donkey over other meats 
because I know that it is 
very organic. Each time 
I eat it, I know what 
farm it was raised on, the 
farmer who raised it, and 
whose donkey it was,” 
said Ima Hangry ’17 said. 
This was just one of the 
positive reviews of Pare-
sky’s new donkey dish. 
With other students, this 
new dish was not as pop-
ular, and criticism arose. 
Letmi Getsum ’18 said, 
“Paresky’s new donkey 
dish is often too spicy 
and voluminous for my 
more mundane prefer-
ences. Eating donkey has 

been too delightful.”
Despite some nega-

tive reviews, donkey has 
quickly become one of 
Paresky’s most coveted 
meals. Students often 
leave Paresky with plates 
of donkey to eat the dish 
back in their dorm rooms, 
in locations with a more 
relaxed and comfortable 
ambiance. 

Paresky’s new dish has 
also had beneficial ef-
fects on the well-being of 
students. Students have 
noted that the more don-
key they eat, the more re-
laxed and satisfied they 
feel. 

Great feelings of ca-
maraderie have devel-
oped among students 
since Paresky has started 
serving this meat, as eat-
ing donkey together is 
an activity cherished by 
many students.

Seniors Try to Prank Andover:
A Shameful Attempt at Being Funny

CAROLINE YUN

NATIONAL.GEOGRAPHIC/THEPHILLIPIAN
Look at back it. 

ANDOVER, MA—
Marking a departure 
from a high school ca-
reer spent, in some ca-
pacity, eagerly awaiting 
the arrival of its Senior 
Prank, Andover’s grad-
uating class executed a 
total failure of a practi-
cal joke last week, thor-
oughly underwhelming 
both themselves and the 
rest of the school with its 
unimaginative concept, 
poor preparation, and 
half-hearted implemen-
tation.

The complete and ut-
ter laziness of the grade’s 
prank is especially sur-
prising, considering that, 
through their Junior, 
Lower, and Upper years, 
its members focused a 
substantial amount of 
time and energy explor-
ing their best options 
for the ritualistic esca-
pade, comparing stories 
of older friends and rel-
atives whose classes had 
orchestrated intricate, 
subversive plots during 
their Senior Springs, and 

counting down the days 
until time was ripe for 
the annual tradition of 
schoolwide mischief and 
mayhem.

“Yeah, you could say 
we talked about it some, 
but doesn’t everyone?” 
commented Arthur Jen-
sens ‘16, analyzing the 
events that led to the 
embarrassing stinker of 
a joke. “People would 
brainstorm a bunch of 
different ideas: renting 
farm animals, stealing all 
the spoons from Com-
mons, even just simple 
stuff like cutting a whole 
day of classes,” contin-
ued Jensens. 

“Then, March hit, 
and all of us kind of lost 
interest, or were busy, 
or had other priorities. 
Look, it’s not as big of a 
deal as you reporters are 
making it out to be,” said 
Jensens. 

When pressed for fur-
ther comment, Jensens 
said, “Why do you care 
so much? And why are 
you so obnoxious when-
ever anyone else tries to 
do anything that’s sup-
posed to be funny? Just 
go live your life. Also, for 

your information, I never 
thought any of your stuff 
was very good. Now get 
this stupid microphone 
out of my–.”

Another senior, Mar-
tha Trussiant ‘16 said on 
the prank, “Seriously? 
You just grilled [Jensens] 
until he yelled at you and 
stormed off, and now 
you’re going to turn to 
me and ask me the exact 
same question? What is 
wrong with you?”

At press time, the wis-
er, more prudent stu-
dents were comment-
ing on how much of a 
botched opportunity the 
whole affair was, and 
how the entire process–
growing more and more 
excited for a faraway 
goal, only to reach it and 
be let down–might be a 
common pattern for the 
life that awaited them 
outside Andover’s halls. 

Meanwhile, the 
school’s underclassmen 
were already murmuring 
about how much better 
their prank would be.

CHARLIE MAYHEW
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untitled
the presence of a title creates a hierarchy 
of words that is inherently problematic 
The word “problematic” has increased greatly in importance over 

the last few years. Originating from ancient greek, “proble-” is a pre-
fix which means most likely. The suffix “-matic,” comes from Latin, 
and it means “to offend.”  All together, the word problematic is an 
adjective which means probably going to offend.

In recent years, we’ve seen its usage has taken a sharp rise (not to 
offend any blunt or dull objects), most likely due to the increasingly 
politically correct (PC culture) on school campuses.

We full-heartedly support those that support this new movement, 
which is spearheaded by Phillips Academy Political Cops (PAPC). 
PAPC is an organization which aims to remove any non-PC language. 

Not only do we believe that such language should come to an end, 
but many others believe so too. Ima Hurt, freshman says, “I’m sick 
and tired of being treated like a child, I’m 14 years old now. This 
ageist school is oppressing us freshmen. Why is it the Upper Spring 
Fling? Why is it the Senior Tea? I like tea too! It’s ridiculous, we can’t 
even walk at graduation! What’s next, freshmen don’t get to vote?”

Unfortunately, many people disagree with the movement, Noah 
Empathy, local lax-bro, says, “I mean why can’t I make jokes about 
someone based on factors out of their control like: age, race, sex, gen-
der, etc. Why do you have to get offended? You can make fun of me 
too based off my race, just say I can’t dance. I don’t get offended at 
that. I’m sick and tired of PAPC trying to brainwash us.”

Despite, these two opposing sides, there exists a third side, with 
which we agree wholeheartedly (not to offend those without hearts). 
Many tech enthusiasts have showed great anger towards the Apple 
community. Cam Pewter, PACC dweller, has rigorously campaigned 
against the use of Apple computers on this campus, “It’s ridiculous. 
At this point, it’s a safety issue. Do you know how easy it is to hack 
into a Mac? We need reform ASAP, and I would like to commend 
PAPC for acting so quickly, despite the unpopularity of this move-
ment. We need PC or Windows computers.”

We believe that the abhorrent use of Apple computer poses a se-
curity threat that needs to be addressed quickly, which is why we’ve 
taken a stand against non-PC users.

We, The Phillipian, from this point forward, are only using PCs 
and will only use Microsoft-developed software when editing The 
Phillipian, in order to correct any previous offenses we may have 
made. Hopefully, our change will inspire many others to do the same 
and become a PC/Windows only campus.

This editorial represents the views of The Philippines, except for the 
few who believe in freedom of speech. Written by Connor Devlin.

COREKTSHOONS
Last week, the entire paper was printed on a soiled piece of toilet 

paper. We apologize for this mishap. In the future, we hope to print 
The Philippines on regular paper, or in worst case scenarios, “wel-
come” mats. 

 A Newds article was accompanied by a full-frontal nudity im-
age of a peanut. The image was not meant to be printed without a blur 
patch. Whoops!

 The misspelling of The Philippines you found a few weeks 
ago was actually a manifestation of Uma Thurman from the Matrix. 
You have been rick-rolled.

 If you read an article about a sports team winning a game, 
they didn’t actually win. 

 Any statistic in State of the Academy was created using an 
online, random number generator. There are actually way more Trump 
supporters at Andover! 

 If you are ever uncomfortable reading The Philippines, bye! 

The Philippines does not regret the errors.

Letter to the Editor

Day Students: Uber Insecure

What have I become? Am I not 
human? Am I merely a chauffeur? 
Everyday, I’m asked to drive peo-
ple around. I can’t even remem-
ber my last passenger; their faces 
are all a blur, just like my life.

I hear a faint order from the 
backseat. “Chipotle,” the random 
Senior says. My foot instinctively 
presses heavily on the gas. I hear 
PAPS yelling “slow down” as my 
engine roars down School Street, 

but I keep going. I look in my 
mirrors and see blue PAPS cars 
hot on my tail. As usual, I weave 
through the sanctuary, hitting 
the grass along the way. Huge 
clouds (of exhaust) start to form. 
They’ve lost me, but I’ve lost my 
sense of self. Who’s the real win-
ner?

My hands turn the wheel as 
if it was my second nature. “It’s 
a bit chilly, could you roll down 

the windows,” they say. My body 
is cold and my heart even colder, 
but I do it anyway. The cool wind 
comes as a shock, but I’ve lost the 
ability to feel.

The pine-scented air freshen-
er swings back and forth on my 
rearview mirror, putting me into 
a trancelike state. The air may be 
fresh and piney, but my soul is 
withered and old.

Suddenly, we come to a stop. A 
teaching fellow gets out with the 
senior. “Thanks,” they say after 
giving me a couple Blue Bucks. 
The Blue Bucks feel dirty, but I 
accept them.

I hear the text message notifi-
cation on my phone; it’s another 
passenger. I go to pick him up 
outside the sanctuary. He says 
his name is Hoesay DeYeezus. 
He’s a short, stocky guy at around 
5’4” and 150 pounds. He tells 
me to slam on the gas. I comply 

willingly, not sure if he has car 
permission or not. I hear a heli-
copter overhead, but I brush it 
off. A patrol of cop cars spots my 
car and soon begins to chase me, 
but I can’t stop driving no matter 
what. I see the Blue Book rules 
in the corner of my eye, urging 
me to stop. I shake my head and 
continue onwards. I see a block-
ade of police cars up ahead, and 
although my confidence waivers, 
my foot remains steady on the 
gas. I crash through the barrier.

I’m battered and bruised, but 
the police have lost us. He jumps 
out of the car and runs; he didn’t 

even give me his student ID.
I am Akar, and this is the life 

of a day student. I come home ev-
ery single day, a shell of my for-
mer self. My parents don’t recog-
nize me and neither do I, but the 
BlueBucks keep me going. I knew 
what I was signing up for when 
I chose to be a day student, but I 
had no idea that it would become 
like this.

CONNOR DEVLIN

UBER.PASSENGER/THEPHILLIPIAN
All that education to become a cabbie.

I hear a faint order from 
the backseat. “Chipotle,” 
the random Senior says.

The pine-scented air 
freshener swings back 

and forth on my rearview 
mirror...

I am Akar, and this is the 
life of a day student.

The Philippines welcomes all letters to the Editor*
*if you present a view that is outside of the popular way of thinking 

at Andover, or a view that is a tinge politically incorrect, or a thought 
that is a little too dirty, or a vibe that is a little too skunky, or an outfit 
that shows too much flesh, or a bumper sticker supporting a certain 
political candidate, or even a word that rhymes with cachet, you will 
be attacked on various platforms of social media, on the paths, in 
commons and in your dreams for your appalling Letter to the Editor. 
We encourage you to write, but know that you may lose yourself.

whaaaa, listen to me! whaa whaa! Why?!?!? ugh. Pity me! Pity me! meep meep. merp. I wasn’t given enough attention as a child! 

THE.BOY.WHO.LIVED/THEPHILLIPIAN

Hi-ho! Hi-ho! Off to work we go! 

To the Editor:

There is no denying that The 
Philippines is an institution of 
Andover. The newsroom is a 
place where select students ex-
press their love for journalism, 
and more importantly, contin-
ue the 139-year-old cult. Every 
assigned article, every written 
word, every complaint from 
Commentary, and every mis-
spelled salon advertisement all 
create the monster that is The 
Philippines. But, without deni-
al, The Philippines is an enigma 
to many of its readers, and we 
have no idea what is going into 
the final newspaper released on 
Friday. Therefore, I request that 
there be tours of the newsroom, 
and complete transparency to 
the weekly creation process, to 
give Andover a more complete 
understanding of The Philip-
pines.

An important part of read-
ing The Philippines is knowing 
the background and history of 
it. This way, when discussing 
The Philippines, readers can be 
entirely politically correct and 
be free from assumptions about 
it’s history, and how its past life 
affects its position now. For ex-
ample, readers must know about 
how its color (of the photos), its 
age (of the paper), its race (to 
finish articles), its gender (of the 
writers), its ability (to correctly 
print news), and its orientation 

(of the newsroom) affect where 
it is today, and how it is perceived 
in society.

In addition to providing in-
formation about the history, I 
believe that tours could offer 
the mystery behind the making 
of the paper. Full transparency 
between the staff and readers 
should be mandated. The ad-
ministration has set an excellent 
example of being completely 
transparent with students, so I 
do not know why The Philip-
pines cannot model its openness 
after the administration. Secrets 
are extremely archaic and should 
not exist between any group of 
people. 

“Secrets, Secrets are no fun. 
They should be shared with ev-
eryone,” said Bernie Sanders. We 
demand to know what goes on 
within the cult. Are copies of The 
Philippines used as kindling to 
fuel the flames of libel? Are cer-
tain copies recycled into outfits 
and sold to monks? Are the stu-
dents on the masthead only cov-
ers for a clan of elves who slave 
over making and printing the pa-
per every week? Someone’s cous-
in’s mother once told me that on 
Thursday night, to show loyalty, 
writers and staff circle the Editor 
in Chief while chanting “Veritas 
Super Omnia… VERITAS SUPER 
OMNIA.” At this point, our imag-
inations have gone wild with 
what goes on in the basement of 
Morse. We beg for the truth. 

So, tours of the newsroom 
would greatly benefit our com-
munity. No longer would stu-
dents need to imagine scary 
scenes of elves typing Sports 
articles, or fabled satanic rituals 
involving chanting of a dead lan-
guage. The basement of Morse 
is a wild place; the radio station 
broadcasting songs with inap-
propriate words, the yearbook 
doing their seriously inappro-
priate superlatives, like “pretti-
est eyes,” and The Philippines. 
Students can be informed as to 
how much The Philippines does 
for our school – getting all of its 
workers into top colleges, oh 
and also informing the campus 
about news, opinions, stuff peo-
ple claim to have interest in but 
really don’t. As a matter of fact, 
I’ve never even read the paper, 
but I know it’s a cult that needs 
to be exposed!

Sincerely, 
Connie Anarchy ’18 

Connie Anarchy is a 2-year 
Lower from Boaringahss, Idaho. 
She spends her days picking her 
toenails and thinking of ways to at-
tack establishments at Andover she 
hasn’t gotten into. She tries her best, 
but she doesn’t succeed. 

Written by Caroline Yun 
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Complaints and More

Overheard in the 
Newsroom

Medium
“Just assume people are stupid. Innocent until 
proven guilty. Stupid until proven smart.”

Positive
“I hit a squirrel on my way home today, but 
I felt bad, so I scraped it off the street and 
brought it into my house. It was still alive, so 
I stitched it up to give it a few more hours of 
life. It is actually still twitching on my kitchen 
table.” 

Negative
“I am a bona-fide baller and I don’t need your 
&$#%.”

Debate: School Uniforms vs. Nudist Colony

Andover is a community different 
from any other in a myriad of ways – 
academic excellence, athletic prow-
ess, and depth of extracurriculars. But 
arguably, the defining aspect of the 
Andover community is the freedom 
of expression granted to students. Im-
posing restrictions on the wardrobes 
of students would simply stifle each 
and every student’s individual sense 
of style. To be quite honest, I feel like 
taking away my right to wear sweats 
every day would be on par with liter-
ally sewing my mouth shut. I deserve 
the right to express myself in this 
community.

Luckily, a group of us concerned 
students have formed a committee 
to oppose any official legislation re-
garding uniforms. We call ourselves 
“Students for (Birthday) Suits”, and 
we’ve been working tirelessly to for-
mulate an alternate plan for the dress 
code. Our proposed regulations would 
require students to be stark naked 
during all classes and all school-spon-
sored events. Students would be freer 
and closer with nature if they were 
able to simply forego the stresses of 
picking out and wearing clothes. 

In addition, there is a rapidly grow-
ing group of students that are pushing 
for the same cause, but for alternative 
reasons. A friend of mine told me that 
she hasn’t done laundry in over three 
months. Requiring students to take 
the trek to the basement with such a 
heavy basket of clothes is unreason-
able. It is simply inhumane to expect 
students to endure the exhausting 
process of gathering clothes, putting 
them into the washing machine, wait-
ing approximately 52 minutes, and 
then switching every single item into 
the dryer. 

In today’s society, clothing is mere-
ly a construct used to restrict the 
creativity and individuality of youth. 
Forcing students to trap themselves 
in cotton prisons all day, every day 
is honestly a human rights violation. 
Despite the advancements made by 
this school to foster inclusivity in oth-
er areas, any day where students are 
forced to wear clothing is another day 
when students are not truly free hu-
man beings. 

If a rule requiring students to be 
in the nude at all times were add-
ed to the Blue Book, Andover would 
truly be able to consider itself a 
forward-thinking institution fully 
equipped to nurture the minds of the 
future. However, until that day comes, 
it shall remain what it is today: a place 
where freedom goes to die. 

MARGARET BRAGDON

A Fight for Uniforms Nudity = Equality

Pulling myself from class to class, 
I notice that there is something miss-
ing: uniforms. 

Every day, students on this cam-
pus face impossible decisions such as 
blue or brown Sperry’s, black or mid-
night blue leggings amongst others. 
The administration has actively been 
turning a blind eye to these struggles, 
and when I took matters into my own 
hands to talk with Mr. Palfrey, he only 
responded with, “Why the hell are you 
in my bedroom?” and on a separate 
occasion, “Don’t forget about the re-
straining order hearing!” 

Decisions aren’t the only problem 
that Andover students, including my-
self, have to face. When I am walk-
ing into Paresky Commons, the over-
whelming reminders of my utter lack 
of athleticism with my lack of a varsi-
ty jacket is almost enough to make me 
go the gym (an idea that forces me to 
hide in the bathroom stall until I have 
regained my composure). The lack of 
uniforms is also a blatant sign of disre-
spect towards the local community. If 
we just wore uniforms it would make 
it so much easier for Andover High 
School students to “Catboner” us and 
would cut down on awkward instanc-
es where local youth that don’t attend 
Andover have to undergo that harrow-
ing experience. It is only fair that we 
don’t play mental games with those 
who are less intelligent.

The uniforms would highlight the 
admissions office’s underlying mes-
sage that we are all special by being 
topped off with a blue beret with the 
word special written in Pig Latin, Lat-
in’s more sophisticated aunt. Public 
Safety (PAPS) should also be taken 
into consideration in this matter as it 
seems that finding people at night is 
especially difficult for them, so flash-
ing lights would be a key component 
in the new uniforms, allowing them to 
never miss a student in Tang Theatre 
again. 

I talked to Iem Afterü of PAPS, and 
he said, “We tried to use rescued frat 
dogs to sniff out intruders but they 
would spend all their time watch-
ing hockey obnoxiously loudly in the 
Den, so yeah, I’m pretty excited at the 
thought of these new uniforms.” 

Uniforms are a step towards a more 
complete community, which is why 
I’m taking the stand for them.

 
ALEX BERNHARD

Tweets of the Year The New Dynasty
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CALORIC MOVEMENTS

Blowing the Competition Away

BUBBLE.TEA/THEPHILLIPIAN

Blew harder and harder until he blew the house down. 

Captain’s Feature: Varsity Complaining
Committed to Fussleyan for 

her complaining skills, Cap-
tain Miranda Whinehouse ’16 
is a valuable member of Varsity 
Complain. Carrying her team 
to States, she protested the en-
tire time about the quality of 
the coach bus they had to take. 

As mere spectators of com-
plaining know, this sport is an 
art that can only be finessed 
with time. Whinehouse has 
spent years training and dedi-
cating countless hours, and she 
spoke of her whining skills.

“Well, I have found that 
the most power I can get from 
my complaining is when I am 
passionate. Andover has giv-
en me some really really good 
opportunities to polish my 
skills. For instance, when the 
parietal rules changed I was 
really upset. I complained so 
much that now the seniors get 
to close their doors after Jan-
uary 1, which is my birthday,” 
explained Whinehouse.

Her father, Jason – also a 
very good complainer in his 

day – is known for leading An-
dover to the national champi-
onships in 1983. 

“My dad would deprive me 
and my sister when we were 
little. He would take us to 
Burger King instead of Mc-

Donald’s and would only let us 
have dessert if we ate a piece of 
commercialized broccoli. We 
learned at an early age how to 
complain when life was tough 
and I think this really like 
helped me get to where I am 

today,” said Whinehouse.
Whinehouse has gotten a lot 

of attention at Andover for her 
talents, and we spoke to some 
people who received the full 
brunt of her complaints. 

“I don’t mind being made 
fun of each day, but Miranda 
made me feel almost as bad as 
Freshman Fall,” said Krai Bae-
bi ’18. 

When confronting Whine-
house about this, who in turn 
said, “All I did was tell him how 
horrible our cheers are in the 
middle of the match. I mean 
honestly Andover, the best we 
can do is ‘When I say blue, you 
say white’ or count down from 
ten? It’s almost as embarrass-
ing as that time I got my Range 
Rover in the wrong color for 
my sixteenth birthday. And my 
parents made me drive that 
ugly thing to school!”

Looking forward, Whine-
house and the rest of the team 
compete this Wednesday in the 
Cage. Spectators are welcome, 
but insurance is highly recom-
mended in order to protect one 
from cardiac scars.

ZOE HUTCHINS

After a prolonged chase of 
points running up, Co-Captain 
Bebe Bublz ’16 stepped up to 
the plate and blew slow and 
steady to create a the biggest 
bubble of the match, securing 
a victory against Deerfield last 
Saturday. 

This is the team’s first 
win of the season, following 
a tough week of losses. Last 
Monday, Andover faced a stag-
gering 173-8 defeat against 
Worthington Hooter Academy, 
followed by the team disquali-
fying from a match against Sky 
High School after Andover’s 
bubbles were deemed unplay-
able.

Commenting on their long 
awaited success, Co-Captain 
Annie Bub ’17 said, “We blew 
the bubbles hard and we blew 
proud. The team was so sup-
portive and really excited, 
and that allowed us to blow 
our wands so that the bubbles 
went out the furthest. I really 
wanted us to win this match to 
prove that we are a legitimate 
team, for people always treat 
us as a joke around campus. 
But Varsity Blow is a thing, 
and we are in it to win it.”

Blow, which is a new sport 
on campus this year, con-
sists of a team of 12 players, 
with 6 designated blowers 
and 6 bubble defenders. The 
sport proved to be a success, 
with over 68% of the student 
population trying out during 
pre-season. 

Thomas Smith ’19, one of 
the team’s bubble defenders, 
proved key on the defensive 
aspect of the match, protect-

ing the blowers’ hard work and 
not allowing any of Deerfield’s 
man-on-man offense to pop 
Andover’s bubble. “The key to 
winning our match, alongside 
of exhaling until light-headed 
as the defense. We fought and 
played very physically, and 

this lead us to success,” said 
Smith. 

The team intends to pre-
serve the momentum they 
gained in the game by focusing 
on their bubble-wand work 
throughout this week’s prac-
tice. 

“Even though we won 
our match against Deerfield, 
we still need to work on our 
stick-handling. Our wand 
skills are very rusty, and we 
need to improve how we work 
those sticks if we want to be 
the best bubble blowers in the 

league,“ said Neil B. Low, Var-
sity Blow’s head coach.

Blow has a game against 
Exeter this coming Wednes-
day, and hopes to return once 
again victorious.

JP RAMOS 

Investigation: Sliding
Sliding has been a mystery to 

Andover students since its cre-
ation. Is it skipping a sport for 
a term? Is it a term for hooking 
up? It’s long been an unsolvable 
enigma. Recently, The Phillipian 
launched an investigation in or-
der to determine what “sliding” 
really is. So far, our investiga-
tion has uncovered a surprising 
secret. Sliding is, in fact, exact-
ly what it sounds like. Students 
who slide go down magical 
chutes situated in the children’s 
playground next to Commons, 
which transport the “sliders” to 
alternate dimensions and time 
periods. We decided to take a 
look for ourselves and go “slid-
ing.” 

On our first trip “sliding,” we 
were transported to a time in 
which the Den was called Su-
sie’s, so we immediately left and 
slid again. This time, we were 
transported to a dimension in 
which the new schedule had al-
ready been implemented. The 
student population was only 
half of was it normally was, due 
to many students fulfilling their 
threats to transfer schools if the 
new schedule passed. The Gelb 

Science Center had been re-
duced to just one measly floor, 
all that remained of Commons 
was lower left, and the Sanctu-
ary was ablaze with a roaring 
fire due to arson committed by 
students. The entire campus 
was reduced to rubble, and in 
order to escape the fire, we de-
cided to slide once more. This 
occasion, we were transported 
to a time in which the winter 
was only mildly cold, spike ball 
nets were plentiful, Commons 
served exclusively chicken nug-
gets and fries, students got an 
average of 8 hours of sleep a 
night, the Den had cholester-
ol-heightening sodas, and over 
cutting didn’t exist. It was an 
Andover utopia. 

However, upon returning, we 
discovered that we committed a 
major rule violation as one can 
only slide once in their Ando-
ver career and were subject to 
choosing the sports with min-
imum time commitments. We 
were promptly called into the 
Sporty Office, and were sub-
jected to screaming and vari-
ous forms of witchcraft. We can 
only ever dream of sliding again.

CONNOR DEVLIN

Sour.
L.EMONS/THE PHILLIPIAN

WOO.HOO/THEPHILLIPIAN

She slid so fast into the past she got a nasty burn on her butt. 

Join the 
Family: 
Write
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Features

Email
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ekelley



Sunday, June 5, 2016 T h e  P h i l l i p i a n FEATURES B7

ARTZY NEWS

Let’s Take a Peak into Chloe’s Nook

Lo and behold, we’re in 
lawning season. The second the 
weather reached 273 K, I knew it 
was time to ~whip~ out the flared 
capris and ~dab~ away those ner-
vous beads of sweat during AP 
exams. There is nothing that 
shouts “spring!” more than a 
fresh, zesty wardrobe. And I’m 
talking literal zest, as in grating 
an orange and rubbing that fresh 

zest directly onto your clothing, 
applying medium pressure. The 
more stains there are, the mer-
rier. #Organic has never looked 
better.

People always say to me, 
“Chloe, how are you so stylish? 
Please, teach me your ways!” Ev-
ery time, I must give them the 
same, simple response: “Sorry, 
I’m too cool for you.” 

However, I have since decided 
to embody the Non Sibi spirit by 
helping those who are in desper-
ate need of some fashion advice. 
Here, I have included some of my 
dearest necessities for lawning 
season here at the Academy. 
With these basic pieces, nothing 
could possibly go wrong. Here’s 
to a glorious spring at Andover: 
the warmer the weather, the 
colder the hearts.

JESSICA WANG

Grass-stained 
Baseball
Uniform

 
This spring’s latest trend: chic 

grass stains on one’s buttocks. To 
get the look, it’s quite a simple pro-
cess. Simply sit down on a patch 
of luscious grass, scooch forward 
with enthusiastic and passionate 
vigor, and stand up to show the 
world your piece of fashion! The 
best part about this fashion trend 
is how versatile it is. No matter 
how big or small, or how firm or 
flabby your buttocks are, the grass 
stains will look absolutely ravish-
ing.

Baseball uniforms are the ul-
timate go-to outfits to adorn this 
green accessory on. They’re such a 
classic, staple piece that they will 
never disappoint. Make sure you 
wear your uniform everywhere at 
all times, so people are aware of 
your bigotry and ignorance.

Galoshes
Galoshes are the protective 

presence you need in your life. 
These sturdy, waterproof boots 
can take on anything. Whether it 
be tears from that History 310 pa-
per or nervous sweat from a spot-
ting of bae, galoshes have got you 
covered. Try going for the more 
brightly colored ones as they will 
reflect off the radiant spring sun 
and blind your haters. The more 
bizarre and ridiculous they are, 
the better! Also, remember to wear 
your galoshes at the Last Chance 
Dance; you’ll need that extra pro-
tection and wouldn’t want your 
feet to get wet as you crowd surf!

Furry Fanny 
Pack

You and your fanny pack will 
become so close, the two of you 
will be attached at the hip (liter-
ally). The more you sweat whilst 
wearing it, the better as it will 
show that you can handle the 
roast. On top of that, a furry fan-
ny pack will assert dominance and 
attract others to its outlandish ap-
pearance. Wear it as you nap on the 
lawn – don’t fret if passing people 
mistake your furry fanny pack for 
a small rodent. Intimidation is a 
key factor in this summer’s look-
book. I regret to inform you that 
the furry fanny pack does not have 
enough space for your dignity.

Springtime
Sadness

Bell Tower Hag Fired After 93 Years of Service

Facing increasing pressure 
from investors and trustees 
to cut unnecessary costs and 
modernize the school’s tech-
nology, the administration last 
week terminated the employ-
ment of the dark-haired witch 
who lives in the bell tower ring-
ing the hourly and half-hourly 
bells, and have since replaced 
the crone with an automat-
ed computer system. Belinda 
Crawjq, the dark-haired witch, 
previous Bell-Hag, was tracked 
down by The Phillipian. We 
found her chanting satanic rit-
uals in an abandoned church, 
her pale body twitching and 
churning as if Hades himself 
was squeezing through her 
pores.  

“WRITHE!” said Belinda, 
commenting on her sudden 
departure. “Writhe for the fu-
ture, as my departure from the 
sacred Bell Tower will create 
dark chaos and storms of gar-
lic cloves across the Nation. 
Writhe for the little girls and 
boys who will never know 
the sweet taste of melons, or 
the joy of scrumptious mush-
rooms; they will live in the 
darkness with no sense of time, 
no ability to appreciate what 
they have in their dwindling 
time on this earth.”

She then stood up on her 
frail, shaking legs, wrapped 
her dark satin cloak around 
her shoulders and took off on 
her broomstick. 

The dismissal marks the lat-
est in a massive, month-long 
wave of staff layoffs: previous 

victims of the schoolwide dis-
charge include the goblins of 
the Sanctuary and gnomes who 
work in the Power Plant. Sur-
prisingly, the blinded cyclops 
that runs the school’s Disci-
plinary Committee has been 
unaffected.

The dark-haired witch, Be-
linda Crajwq, prided herself 
on her punctuality and un-
wavering effort. As Bell-Hag, 
keeper of the Bell Tower, she 
was in charge of playing the 
various melodies at each hour 
of the day. You must be ask-
ing; Belinda controlled the 
bells every single hour of the 
day? How did she survive for 
93 years? Of course these are 
valid questions for mortals, 
but Belinda was no mortal. She 
was a witch! She never slept. 
Rather, she prayed to her over-

lords and communicated via 
satanic dance rituals in order 
to understand the concept of 
time. Then, when she felt the 
presence of time overwhelm 
her being, she would open her 
soulless soul to the Time Lord 
who would use her as a vehi-
cle to convey his institution 
of time to the mere mortals of 
Andover. Belinda never slept 
in her 93 years, nor did she 
ever leave the Bell Tower. She 
survived on mice, lice and pig 
skin of the Underworld. 

Her firing from the Bell-
Hag position at Andover has 
caused an uproar in the com-
munity. “For the Undead 
Kingdom!” said the thousands 
of ghouls and banshees who 

surged up out of the sewer 
grates immediately after the 
announcement was made. 
Many students have reported 
a recent satanic mood infiltrat-
ing campus. After thorough 
investigation, we have reached 
the conclusion that this was 
the product of the ghouls and 
banshees who have taken ref-
uge in Andover students’ souls. 
“Last night during study hours, 
I found that my roommate had 
rearranged all of our furniture 
into the shape of a cross, and 
was perched upside-down on 
the ceiling, chanting the bible 
backwards in Latin,” said Lin-
dy Crawjq ’19, Belinda’s niece. 

STAFF REPORT

Credit to Smug Mug of the Underworld
RIP me. 

Senior Ads
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Top Netflix Series You Binge-Watched 
Instead of Doing Homework!
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Lights! Camera! Action!: Addison Exhibit Traces Historical 
Interaction Between Visual Art and Television

Striding across the pristine 
marble floor in a somber art 
gallery, Barbra Streisand breaks 
into a rousing song, belting out, 
“Gotta move. Gotta get out. Gotta 
leave this place.” In addition to 
her impassioned vocals, Strei-
sand’s bright, multihued, and 
geometrically patterned dress 
contrasts with the museum in 
the clip “Gotta Move” from “Col-
or me Barbra.” 

“Gotta Move” is currently on 
display as a focal point of the 
new Addison Gallery of Amer-
ican Art exhibit, “Revolution 
of the Eye: Modern Art and the 
Birth of American Television,” 
curated at the Addison by Alli-
son Kemmerer, Scott Mead Cu-
rator of Photography and Art 
after 1950. The gallery covers the 
entire second floor and features 
both artwork on loan to the Ad-
dison as well as pieces from the 
museum’s collection. The show 
explores the interplay between 
television and art as the televi-
sion industry, specifically CBS, 
evolved over time.

“TV and art have had a symbi-
otic relationship. The look of TV 
and the format was very much 
influenced by modern art. But 
over time, TV actually influenced 
art as well, so you kind of see that 
going back and forth through the 
entire show,” said Kemmerer. 
“Underlying all of this, too, TV 
is a commercial venture. They 
need people to pay attention and 
watch. Art was a good way to get 
people’s attention, and it also 
elevated TV programming and 
advertising because it’s linked 
to high-culture, and TV always 
fought that perception of being 

for the masses and not really art.”
Each room in the show focus-

es on a different theme and time 
period, including “The Twilight 
Zone” and Andy Warhol.

In the room exploring “The 
Twilight Zone,” which was pro-
duced by Rod Serling, a clip of 
the opening sequence from three 
seasons of the show is projected 
onto a wall. In the clip, a ghostly 
white door gradually materializ-
es into view, slowly drifting and 
rotating in a black space before 
opening and pulling the view-
er through. Behind the door is a 
window that shatters, revealing 
a vast expanse of twinkling stars. 
A floating eyeball that slowly 
opens, a wooden doll, a ticking 
clock, and a swirling, hypnotic 
pattern–characteristics of sur-
realist art–each slowly emerge 
and cross the screen before dis-
appearing 

“[Serling’s] taking all the sym-
bols you find in surrealist paint-
ing, and he’s putting all those 
elements together to explore 
identity in his age, which was 
the Cold War Era. His episodes 
deal with characters in civiliza-
tions that are almost at the edge 
of extinction, and they’re grap-
pling with identity and who they 
are,” said Kemmerer. “The whole 
idea of twilight is you’re in be-
tween. You’re in between night 
and day, you’re in between your 
conscious and subconscious; it’s 
where truth lies.”

In the room titled “Andy War-
hol’s Fifteen Minutes,” the pam-
phlet, “Get Smart, TV Guide” 
illustrated in 1966 by Warhol, 
depicts four images of the same 
woman, Barbara Feldon, on or-
ange, yellow, red, and blue back-
grounds. The image is divided 

into four quarters, which appear 
stacked on top of one another. 
Feldon looks to the left in every 
image and sports brilliant eye 
shadow in colors ranging from 
white to teal and wears lilac, ma-
genta, and red lipstick.

“[Warhol] as early as the 1950s 
actually worked for different 
television networks designing 
their art and album covers. So 
he was in on TV sort of from the 
ground floor, and he understood 
the impact it had on society and 
continued to use it throughout 
his career…. In the 70s when a 
lot of artists were done with TV, 
he was still totally in. He created 
art films, but he used techniques 
that TV introduced like split 
screens and the formats: soap 

opera and talk shows. He’s an ex-
ample of art influencing TV and 
TV influencing art, so he’s like a 
great thread that runs through it 
all, even though he seems so con-
temporary and less historic,” said 
Kemmerer.

Another room in the gallery 
illustrates the way that pop art 
was incorporated into main-
stream television. A clip from the 
episode “Pop Goes the Joker” in 
the popular TV series “Batman,” 
run by ABC in 1967, combines 
live-acting with eye-catching an-
imations. The clip opens with the 
opening credits of Batman and 
Robin running toward the view-
er on a solid green background. 
Whenever they punch a villain, 
the screen becomes a solid col-

or and a bright, spiky-edged text 
bubble pops up with the words 
“WHAM” or “ZAMM” in a con-
trasting hue.

“[Pop art] was taking the 
goods, the consumer goods, of 
our commercial life and turning 
it into art. This was stuff that 
people could actually understand 
and they weren’t intimidated by 
it, so people really embraced pop 
art, and TV noticed that and also 
embraced it. So then, when you 
get to a show like ‘Batman,’ it to-
tally co-opts the look of pop art. 
In using pop art, it sort of raises 
their coolness factor; it’s a hip, 
cool show,” said Kemmerer.

Editor’s Note: This article originally 
ran on April 15, 2016.

ANDI CHENG

COURTESY OF THE ADDISON GALLERY OF AMERICAN ART
A still from the TV series “Batman” is featured in the gallery focusing on pop art.

Gelb Gallery Exhibit Draws Attention To 
Female Inmates & Mass Incarceration

A woman stares out expres-
sionlessly, her orange attire con-
trasting with the sky-blue back-
ground. Below her portrait, an 
open letter to Angela Davis by 
the subject, Kennetta Andrews, 
was printed on the piece with red 
bold font stamps. Mary DeWitt’s 
2014 oil and graphite on mylar, 
“Kennetta Andrews” was one 
of the many portraits currently 
on display in “Release: Portraits 
of Women Serving Life” in Gelb 
Gallery.

“Release: Portraits of Women 
Serving Life” contains several 
portraits of incarcerated women 
sentenced to life without parole 
in Pennsylvania, with the excep-
tion of LJ Kittle and Kennetta 
Andrews, who were staff at the 
State Correctional Institution at 
Muncy. The exhibition aims to 
bring visibility to the invisible fe-
male inmates, addressing today’s 
crisis of mass incarceration, the 
prison-industrial complex and 
the new Jim Crow.

“For decades, [these women] 
have been warehoused and they 
lost contact with their families 
and their families are each oth-
er. There is not much thought 
about them because they are 
hidden. It is just this devastating 
unconscious aspect of our cul-
ture. It needs to be completely 
changed,” said DeWitt.

In 1988, DeWitt started teach-
ing painting in prisons. In 1990, 
she became the director of the 
Prison Society Arts and Human-
ities program. DeWitt was able 
to talk with the staff and the ad-
ministrators at the State Correc-
tional Institute at Muncy, a max-
imum security prison, and she 
asked if they could select a group 
of women who could work with 
[DeWitt]. She aimed to share the 
stories of these women, giving 
them some visibility through her 
artwork.

“I was always in the [princi-
pal’s] office as a little girl and my 
mother would come back from 
teacher’s conferences and cry 
and I was always in trouble,” said 
DeWitt. “I just felt really identi-
fied with their situation and also 
felt like what a great way to use 
portraiture to bring visibility to 
people who have no voice and 
are totally invisible and in a sys-
tem that is just draconian. Every 
one of these people and all the 
people I have met in prison are 
good people who had horrible 
childhoods and made a mistake 
and now are in prison for thirty, 
forty years,” she added.

DeWitt’s favorite portrait is 
of LJ Kittle. In the portrait, Kit-

tle’s face is pained with crinkled 
eyes and a frowning scrowl. Her 
eyes are unfocused and looking 
up, as if she is not present in the 
moment.

“First of all, it’s so her. It’s so 
Kittle. When I see that, I just 
think of her… She is a dear, dear 
friend. When she’s here, I see 
her all the time. When she’s in 
my life, she’s outside. And at the 
time, she was going through this 
crisis, she was going through a 
really rough time and I was so 
worried about her when I paint-
ed it. So I guess there’s an inten-
sity to it that I really like,” said 
DeWitt.

In addition to using her art-
work to bring exposure to her 
subjects, DeWitt also records 
their stories, matches them with 
stills from her painting process 
and uploads them on YouTube.

“I think what I did by record-
ing my process and playing the 
recordings back to them and 
painting the portraits, they were 
being mirrored. They were no 
longer this invisible identity. I 
can’t even tell you how many 
times they’ve said, ‘I’m not bad, I 
sound like a reasonable person.’ 
They have no concept of them-
selves because there was no mir-
roring,” said DeWitt.

The prison system has 
changed dramatically since De-
Witt started the project in 1988, 
creating great obstacles for 
her. In 1988, she was able to go 
in the prisons with a name tag 
and paint the subjects in real 
life. Starting from 1995, DeWitt 
was not able to go into the pris-
ons anymore. She couldn’t even 
record their stories and had to 
paint the subjects referring to 
photographs.

DeWitt said, “For years, I did 
this illegally. [The administra-
tors] would call me on the phone 
and I would record it and put it 
on YouTube. My husband was 
like, ‘Oh my god. What if they 
come and put you in prison?’ 
They just wouldn’t let me bring 
visibility to [the inmates]. The 
life-sentenced women are given 
a number and a uniform. Now 
they let me come to the correc-
tions because there has been a 
lot of change with all the writ-
ings, with ‘The New Jim Crow’ 
book by Michelle Alexander, all 
this new visibility. They are now 
letting me come in and work 
with the prisoners.”

Editor’s Note: This article originally 
ran on April 16, 2016.

SERENA REN
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“Kennetta Andrew” by Mary DeWitt is on display in the Gelb Gallery.

Art-500 Students 
Furnish Sanctuary 

With Gold & Globes

In a remote corner of the Co-
chran Bird Sanctuary, red, yel-
low and green leaves cover two 
small globes suspended from a 
tree branch. Made of wooden 
strips, the piece allows view-
ers to attach ribbons of paper 
covered with their handwrit-
ten wishes to the bottom of the 
globes. The sculpture was in-
spired by Rachel Hellmann and 
Jennifer Caine’s current instal-
lation at the Addison and also 
the work of contemporary artist 
Andy Goldsworthy.

“I wanted to have these 
globes or spheres that let you 
look up into the sky and then the 
light shining through the leaves 
would look like stars in the day-
light. I wanted wishes to be a 
part of it, because that’s what 
I’m reminded of when I think of 
stars,” said Camilla Guo ’17, the 
artist behind the two sculptures. 

Guo is one of the six students 
in the course Art-500: Advanced 
Studio Art who exhibited their 
work in the Sanctuary on Sun-
day. Rather than displaying 
two-dimensional art, the stu-
dents utilized the Sanctuary’s 
natural elements to create in-
stallations and sculptures that 
interact with their natural sur-
roundings.

Therese Zemlin, Instructor 
of Art-500 and Chair in Art, said, 
“Out here [in the Sanctuary], the 
students can really work uncon-
strained. I think it’s also nice to 
get off-campus and get into a 
place that’s maybe a little more 
meditative, [into a place that] 
lends itself to a time of reflec-
tion.”

Adjacent to Guo’s work is the 
piece of Haley Tomaszewski 
’16, which combines the natural 
world and modern technology. 
Her artwork is composed of a 

section of an uprooted tree im-
paled with man-made techno-
logical parts, such as wires and 
cords.

“[My piece is] a representa-
tion of how ecosystems work 
and how nature works,” said 
Tomaszewski. “I liked the idea 
of revealing something. I was 
looking for an uprooted tree on 
purpose, because you can use 
that to say there’s something in 
the ground that you can’t ordi-
narily see and [that] it’s being 
exposed.”

Situated in another area of the 
Sanctuary, Emma Kaufmann-La-
Duc ’17 created an installation 
of a golden painted room. The 
room is outlined with beams and 
decorated with several golden 
objects, including a television, a 
blanket, a pillow, a stack of books 
and a pair of shoes. Interior de-
sign and architectural concepts 
inspired Kaufmann-LaDuc, 
helping her to blend outdoor 
and indoor characteristics into 
one cohesive space.

Kaufmann-LaDuc said, “The 
idea [for this piece] came pretty 
late in the game, but I am inter-
ested in architecture and interi-
or design, so I used that idea to 
build an outdoor room. To make 
it not just a room, I decided to 
paint [everything in it] all one 
color, [to make it] monochrome. 
Gold came to mind because it’s 
that in-between summer and fall 
time [color].”

Grace Limoncelli ’18, a visitor 
to the exhibit, said, “One of the 
things that I find most compel-
ling about the exhibition is that 
you see the Sanctuary and its 
location out of context. Just like 
the artists were told to see a par-
ticular space or a particular tree 
out of context, now the visitor 
has to see everything around 
them out of context.”

Editor’s Note: This article originally 
ran on  October 2, 2015.

HANNAH ZHANG
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Camilla Guo ’17 created wooden globes to hang in the sanctuary. 



Nico Ciccia: Sculpting Stories in the Studio

Nico Ciccia ’16 waited in an-
ticipation as the pottery kiln was 
opened revealing an array of ce-
ramic pieces. As he described 
in an interview with The Phil-
lipian, the opening of the kiln, 
an oven used to bake and finish 
pottery pieces, is one of the most 
daunting moments of ceramics. 

“Some pieces I have dedicat-
ed 50 hours to but I only see it 
in the wet state. When you put it 
into the kiln, you close the door 
and anything could happen. It 
could just flop and melt into a 
puddle or it can come out to be a 
crazy cool piece that I had never 
expected. Every term, opening 
the kiln is this huge moment 

of nervousness, anticipation. 
You’re excited and worried be-
cause you don’t know where 
those hours went and whether 
it is going to be very cool or ter-
rible,” said Ciccia.

Currently taking his twelfth 
art course at Andover and his 
third Independent Project for 
ceramics, Ciccia entered An-
dover with no experience in 
ceramics. As a Junior, he took 
Art-225B with Thayer Zaeder, 
Instructor in Art, who intro-
duced him to Benner House and 
the medium of ceramics.

“A lot of the stuff I had done 
were wire, or with clay that was 
mostly modeling clay that wasn’t 
the same as real clay. When I 
used real clay, it really drew me 

in because it was so adaptable 
when it is in the wet state and 
you can really do whatever you 
want to it. That infinite possi-
bility was what drew me [to real 
clay], whereas for wire, you can 
do stuff but you are restrained. 
For clay, you can figure out 
whatever you want to do with 
it,” said Ciccia.

After completing the whole 
ceramics sequence provided at 
Andover, Ciccia took a ceramics 
Independent Project every term 
of his Senior year. In the fall, Cic-
cia created a series of three piec-
es that all utilized the same base 
and evolved into unique pieces. 
In the winter, Ciccia studied and 
compared ancient Japanese cul-
ture and ancient Greek culture. 
In the spring term, Ciccia stud-
ied the creation of clay pots us-
ing the pottery wheel. 

“A lot of what I do [with pot-
tery] is very intricate and small 
– things that are repeated over 
and over again, with intricate 
textures that cover the whole 
entire piece. You can look at the 
final piece and see that it looks 
cool, but you can also look at 
it and recognize how time-in-
tensive it took to do the entire 
piece… That is more what you 
are trying to evoke with that 
[detailed work]. Rather than just 
looking at the final product and 
saying ‘oh, that looks cool’, you 
look at it and say ‘that must have 
taken forever to do’ and recog-
nize the process and technique 
that it took to make,” said Ciccia.

One of Ciccia’s favorite ce-
ramic pieces was a pot inspired 
by Etruscan art, from a civiliza-
tion of ancient Italy, that he had 
made during his Upper year.

“There was this one piece 
that I made last year when I was 
doing the work with the Etrus-

cans. A lot of their styles… [cre-
ate] a narrative on their piece, 
and so they would illustrate 
their daily life or a religious 
scene. So I took that and put a 
spin on it. I took their ancient 
very Etruscan-looking figures 
and put them into a modern 
narrative. I did these people go-
ing to the beach and surfing on 
this really ancient looking pot, 
and so it was kind of funny. That 
was probably my favorite,” said 
Ciccia.

Since beginning his work 
in pottery, Ciccia has learned 
a great deal about the process 
of creating art. He attributes 

his growth to Zaeder and to 
Therese Zemlin, Chair of the 
Art Department.

“Mr. Zaeder focuses a lot on 
the actual material and the pro-
cess, while Ms. Zemlin will ask 
you why you are doing that. I 
had to write papers on why I 
wanted to do stuff and what it 
means, so that makes me think 
about things, which is some-
times annoying but definitely 
necessary,” said Ciccia. 

Although he will not being at-
tending an art school next year, 
Ciccia plans on continuing art 
and might even pursue a visual 
arts minor in college.

SERENA REN
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A piece by Nico Ciccia ’16 is on display in the Shuman Admission Center

C.MUNN/THE PHILLIPIAN
Nico Circcia ’16 has taken 3 Independent Projects for ceramics.

Haley Tomaszewski: 
Illustrating Her Own Identity

I.LEE/THE PHILLIPIAN
Haley Tomaszewski took Art-500 this fall. 

LAUREN W. LEE

Margot Shang: 
Expressing the Voices Of 
Others Through Drawing

With a vast array of pens sit-
ting in the pencil case beside 
her, Margot Shang ’16 began 
doodling absentmindedly in 
the margins of her notebook. 
As her passion for drawing 
grew, Shang quickly realized 
that she always used pens sim-
ply because they were readily 
available. Eventually, Shang 
realized that pens allowed her 
more freedom with her art.

“I realized it was far more 
easy for me to be expressive 
with pens. You know when 
you’re trying to make some-
thing realistic and you almost 
feel too self-conscious to go for 
it because you’re like, ‘I need 
to look realistic’?… With pens, 
it was so much harder to make 
it realistic that it was almost 
freeing, and I was like, ‘Oh, it 
doesn’t have to be realistic. I 
can just be cool and whatever I 
want it to be,’” said Shang.

Shang has been drawing 
ever since she was in elemen-
tary school. It wasn’t until her 
time at Andover, however, that 
she developed her technique 
and artistic thinking. 

“Andover, in all areas of life, 
makes you reevaluate how you 
define success. Now I would 
say, for me, what it means to 
be successful in art is for me 
to make something where I’ve 
been able to capture at least a 
piece of myself or a piece of 
something that’s important 
and something that then, when 
I show it to people, it can make 
them feel something. And that 
doesn’t necessarily mean it has 
to be realistic or the best thing 
in the room, but just something 
that matters,” said Shang.

At Andover, Shang found 
that art became a meditative 
practice for her. It was a way 
for her to relax. She has been 
an active member of the art 
community and has even taken 
Art 500. 

“I think Art 500 is underrat-
ed as to how much opportunity 
it gives in art. Just in the sense 
that in the winter, you have to 
double-up on art courses and 

you go to art museums and you 
become so involved. I think 
I’ve spoken in almost every 
single open house about art to 
prospective students and I re-
ally love that. The biggest op-
portunity that Andover’s given 
me in art is that I can say I’ve 
made some of my most import-
ant and best friendships by just 
being in Elson and working on 
art. And I think the space that 
Andover makes in Elson, just 
having people from novice lev-
el, who don’t really love art, 
to the most passionate people, 
it’s amazing how many people 
I can say I care about just be-
cause of doing art in Andover,” 
said Shang.

To Shang, art has the capac-
ity to allow people to express 
their voices in different ways. 
In recognition of this quality, 
she began the MLK Arts For 
Change campaign with Jose-
phine Pandji ’16 during their 
Upper year. The campaign was 
designed to use different plat-
forms of art to celebrate Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. (MLK) day. 
Over 40 people were involved 
in the art portion of this proj-
ect. 

“I guess why MLK Arts was 
so important to me, and I think 
it was really successful, is that 
there are so many different 
ways in which people express 
their voices and I think art is 
a huge way in doing that… We 
really opened up all different 
platforms of art, and I think 
I’ve understood the Ando-
ver community in many ways 
through art, and I think just 
integrating that in a day that’s 
about inclusion and then in-
cluding art in that day,” said 
Shang.

Other on-campus resources 
for Shang have been her men-
tors, Therese Zemlin, Instruc-
tor and Chair in Art, Emily 
Trespas, Instructor in Art, and 
Elaine Crivelli, Instructor in 
Art.

“I think in the Art Depart-
ment, I feel most close to those 
teachers on a whole that I’ve 
had, and I’ve just been so hap-
py to have had the opportunity 
to  have them in my life. I was 
a new Lower, so [Ms. Trespas] 
was also my house counselor 
and she was one of the first 
teachers I had, so I guess Ms. 
Trespas was one of the first 
teachers to make me really feel 
like when I was trying to make 
a home at Andover, I could 
make that home through doing 
art at Andover,” said Shang.

Although she will not being 
attending an art school next 
year, Shang hopes to pursue 
art in college.

SERENA REN
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After dipping her brush in 
a palette of red oil paint, Ha-
ley Tomaszewski ’16 careful-
ly details the complexity of 
tones on a bright red eye in 
her self-portrait painting. As 
Tomaszewski described in an 
interview with The Phillipi-
an, her mixed-race identity 
is a basis for the self-portrait. 
By manipulating the colors of 
the eye, the background rep-
resented the Polish flag, while 
the iris of the eye embodied 
the Japanese flag.

“I wanted to demonstrate 
the combination of difference 
and cohesion that comes along 
with being mixed-race. Peo-
ple have asked me if I identify 
more with my Asian side just 
because of my appearance but 
being mixed is about being 
both at the same time,” said 
Tomaszewski.

Art has been a large part of 
Tomaszewski’s identity at An-
dover. Not only has attending 
Andover allowed her to con-
tinue traditional practice of 
art through courses, such as 
Painting I, II, and III, but it 
has also exposed her to new 
forms of art.

 “I’ve definitely gotten to ex-
plore a lot [of art at Andover.] 
I got access to different media 
and then also the opportunity 
to have class time to work on 
art. Before I didn’t have those 
huge blocks of time through-
out the day where I could fo-
cus on that kind of thing, so 
especially when I started do-
ing Art 500 this year, I had the 
opportunity to make new proj-
ects and try new things and 
get help from teachers for my 
personal projects,” continued 
Tomaszewski.

Tomaszewski draws inspi-

ration from her own curiosity 
to portray something out of the 
ordinary. For her Art 500 class 
fall term, she designed an in-
stallation in the Cochran Bird 
Sanctuary surrounding a fall-
en down tree. By taking apart 
a computer from a junkyard 
and attaching it to the tree, To-
maszewski mixed nature with 
manufactured materials.

 “I wanted to link the fact 
that ecosystems are intercon-
nected systems, with differ-
ent components working with 
and affecting each other, and 
draw a connection from that 
to the way that computers 
work. I also wanted to note 
the differences between the 
two, though, the constantly 
changing and self-healing as-
pect of nature that computers 
lack, by writing up a small ‘er-

ror message’ to include in the 
piece. The message described 
the loss of the functions of the 
uprooted tree, but then talk-
ed about the new resources 
gained by the system due to 
the tree’s decomposition,” said 
Tomaszewski.

Looking to the future, To-
maszewski is enthusiastic to 
continue her love for art by 
majoring in animation and dig-
ital arts in college.

“I’ve always been fascinat-
ed with world-building and 
storytelling. When it came to 
writing and drawing, I love the 
idea of making something new 
and bringing it to life, and [ma-
joring in] animation will take 
that concept to a whole new 
level,” said Tomaszewski.

COURTESY OF HALEY TOMASZEWSKI

A painting Haley Tomaszewski created for an exhibit on identity,
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Lara Danovitch: Deconstructing Body Image & 

Sexualization Through Photography

Sporting her signature rich-
ly hued lipstick, the black and 
white self-portraits of Lara 
Danovitch ’16, displayed in 
the Elson Art Center walk-
way, capture the stark angles 
on her face and body created 

by the light. The four photos 
on display, which are a part of 
a twenty-photo portfolio, are 
among Danovitch’s personal 
favorites of her Andover ca-
reer.

While Danovitch began 
creating art in grade school 
through weekend programs at 
the Parsons School of Design, 

she was drawn toward pho-
tography because of its acces-
sibility and various mediums. 
Danovitch did some photog-
raphy in middle school, but 
she began seriously pursuing 
photography with profession-
al cameras during her Lower 
year at Andover.

“I remember thinking when 
I came to Andover as a [Junior] 
that, ‘I’ve done art in the past, 
so I’m just going to be aca-
demic and athletic. I’m going 
to finish my arts requirements 
Junior year.’ And then finish-
ing my arts requirements gave 
me the opportunity to start 
taking more [art classes], and I 
think I’ve done at least 4 terms 
here where I’ve doubled up on 
arts and that’s something that 
the more I do, the more I want 
to do,” said Danovitch.

Danovitch’s art focuses on 
gender, sexualization, and 
body image through portrait 
photos. Although she was first 
inspired to tackle this subject 
by a friend’s body struggles, 
she quickly adopted a person-
al and interdisciplinary ap-
proach to body image in her 
photography.

“One of my close friends 
from home was… reconciling 
what the world around her 
was wanting her to be, and it 
got me thinking, ‘How does it 
affect me?... Aside from her, 
how am I made to feel like I 

should look?’ As you get fur-
ther along classes at Ando-
ver, you start noticing such 
issues in, say, history class. It 
all started coming together 
for me and I [thought] this is 
something that really interests 
me, it’s something I really care 
about,” said Danovitch.

Danovitch cites Peggy Har-
rigan, Instructor in Art, as a 
teacher who has worked with 
her personally to improve her 
technical photography skills, 
as well as her subject matter 
and approach.

“[At Andover] I think I’ve 
really learned how to look to 
my surroundings and figure 

out what I want to do, how I 
want to express my opinion… 
and also how to simultaneous-
ly give a viewer space so that 
they are engaged in my work, 
but that they have room to in-
terpret it as they will. And that 
is something that I was never 
really able to reconcile with 
myself before coming here. I 
very much wanted people to 
see what I wanted to see, but 
that’s not really how any art-
work works,” said Danovitch.

In college, Danovitch plans 
to continue art however possi-
ble, most likely through a dou-
ble major or minor in art.

ALICE TANG

Giulia Paletti: Capturing Life Experiences with a Camera

Situated in the hallway of 
Elson Art Center, a photograph 
displays a neat row of icicles 
hanging from a pipe like silvery 
jagged teeth, stark and shiny 
against the red brick walls of 
the dorm building. The strong 
lines throughout the image 
conjure the serene and still at-
mosphere of a windless winter 
morning. Taken by Giulia Pal-
etti ’16, this is a shot of Paletti’s 
dorm in the winter.

Paletti has held a passion for 
photography for as long as she 
could remember. Although she 
received her first digital cam-
era when she was 14-years old, 
Paletti never took formal pho-
tography classes and instead 
took photos for her previous 
school’s sports teams or during 
vacations, and she edited them 
in her free time. 

“I fell in love with photog-
raphy as soon as I started trav-
elling around the world… I love 
photography because it has the 
power of capturing a moment 
that is wonderful to you and 
that you wish it stayed like that 
forever, unchanged over time. 
Sometimes even normal situa-

tions, simple objects and peo-
ple that surround you every day 
can be photographed in a way 
that will surprise you for its 
beauty,” said Paletti.

Since coming to Andover, 
Paletti was able to take rigor-
ous art courses to explore and 
develop her amateur photogra-
phy.

“It’s great that Andover can 
offer you so many facilities and 
courses [in art] – We have a 
photographic studio here in the 
school that we can use, which 
is fantastic because it’s some-
thing you don’t have everyday… 
Andover is such a big commu-
nity with whom I [was able 
to] share my artwork… I got 
so much feedback and support 
and it’s really rewarding, more 
than doing art by myself,” said 
Paletti.   

With Andover’s resources, 
Paletti created her first formal 
photographic project: a hand-
made book currently show-
cased in the lobby of Kemper 
Auditorium. Titled “Memories 
of a New Winter,” the book fea-
tures ten photographs of the 
frost and snow covered cam-
pus, and represents Paletti’s 
surprise and first-time experi-
ence of winter at Andover.

“One of the things I try to 
do in my photos is tell a story 
about my life and about things 
that hold meaning for me. The 
reason why I chose landscap-
ing for my project was because 
I was amazed by the winter, 
which I had never experienced 
before,” Paletti explained.

Paletti is currently work-
ing on projects involving por-
traiture and color, as she ex-
plores new depths, styles, and 
techniques of photography. 
She uses the stylistic element 
of motion in her photographs, 
taking shots of live and dynam-
ic subjects to draw a sense of 
movement from the natural 
stillness of photographs. Look-
ing ahead, Paletti hopes to con-
tinue developing her passion 
for photography, and she even 
considers it as a possible career.

“I think I will keep photog-
raphy for the rest of my life. I 
like everything about photog-
raphy; you have to travel – you 
have to go around the world, 
and you have to discover things, 
which is the best part of pho-
tography… so I want to contin-
ue to pursue this passion out-
side of school and maybe it will 
become a part of my job, which 
is what I hope,” said Paletti.

SOPHIE HOANG

Jenny Wang: Accentuating 

Small Moments on Screen

T.RYNNE/THE PHILLIPIAN
Giulia Paletti ’16 uses photography to tell stories about her life.
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Peggy Harrigan, Instructor in Art, is a mentor of Lara Danovitch ’16.

Featuring awkward texts 
and uncomfortable stares, Jenny 
Wang ’16 created a film about a 
girl who swears to remain ab-
stinent until marriage, but nev-
ertheless becomes pregnant, 
causing her boyfriend to become 
jealous. According to Wang, her 
film was inspired by Andover’s 
hook-up culture. 

“In that film, I had small 
moments where it just touched 
upon the weird, awkward hook-
up culture of Andover… I just 

think these moments are super 
funny and super ridiculous, but 
it also just catches so much of 
our experience here,” Wang said.

Wang began filmmaking her 
Lower year at Andover, when 
she took Art 225C, an introduc-
tory Visual Studies Media Stu-
dio class. Although she initially 
took the course to complete the 
art requirement, she started to 
delve deeper into film her Se-
nior year with Dominique Zeltz-
man, Visiting Scholar in Art.

“My family loves movies; we 
always go [to watch them], so I 
guess that’s what drew me [to 
Art 225C]. After I started mak-
ing them, the whole process was 
just really enjoyable, and it al-
lowed me to express myself… it’s 
one of the only ways I feel that 
I can just work towards express-
ing myself to other people. I do it 
because I feel like there is noth-
ing else I would rather do than 
film,” said Wang.

Film offers a lot of creative 
freedom for Wang, since she 
loves formulating an idea and 
then creating it in real life. Wang 
focuses on capturing small mo-
ments or small emotions in her 
films while drawing inspiration 
from her personal life, classes, 
or anything she sees in the world 
that seems out-of-place. Yet ed-
iting is Wang’s favorite part of 
the filming process.

“I hate editing papers. I don’t 

know why I love editing films so 
much. When you shoot, you can 
shoot this rock and shoot that 
tree and shoot whatever, but 
then, when you edit, that’s when 
all comes alive. That’s when all 
the shots are making sense to-
gether; the story comes togeth-
er,” said Wang.

Although Andover lacks an 
extensive video curriculum, ac-
cording to Wang, she cites Zelt-
zman as mentor and believes her 
to be an integral part of expand-
ing the video presence on cam-
pus.

“Ms. Zeltzman was really 
great because she taught me 
about critique, and critique is so 
important. I know I hate look-
ing at my weaknesses, but it’s 
so important for you to get bet-
ter,” Wang said. “Sometimes, it’s 
hard because my video classes 
are fairly small, and the people 
who are really interested in film, 
there’s a handful of them, so it’s 
hard to be exposed, to be influ-
enced or critiqued.” 

Next year, Wang will be at-
tending a film school to further 
pursue video. 

“[It’s] really scary too, you 
know, because… I’m going to 
spend the next four years at a 
film school, and that’s the only 
thing I will be doing,” said Wang. 
“[Yet] I feel like it’s an area that 
I would want to be in for the rest 
of my life.”

LAUREN LEE
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Lara Donavitch ’16 did not think she would pursue art at Andover.

COURTESY OF JENNY WANG
A still from the video “Lesson 63” made by Jenny Wang.



‘Hairspray’: Meet the Nicest Kids in Town

 “I gotta get out! I gotta get 
out!” sang the cast of “Hair-
spray” as they desperately 
clawed at the jail bars standing 
in front of them on the stage 
of Tang Theatre. As the song, 
“The Big Dollhouse,” got loud-
er and louder, the cast pressed 
their faces and hands through 
the bars, frantically searching 
for a way out of the jail cell that 
they’d been placed in after pro-
testing racial segregation on 
television.

Directed and choreographed 
by Erin Strong, Instructor in 
Theatre and Dance, and with 
music direction by Abbey Sieg-
fried, Instructor in Music, the 
Theater-920 class’s perfor-
mance of “Hairspray” sent a 
message of perseverance in the 
context of socio-political issues 
of the 1960s such as racial inte-
gration, gender stereotypes and 
beauty standards. The Theatre 
and Dance Department chose 
“Hairspray” because of conver-
sations surrounding race and 
gender at Andover in recent 
years.

“The main plot of the play is 
racial integration… [The show] 
is set in the early ’60s, so it all 
still has that [’60s] feel to it, but 
all of those themes and topics 
are alive and well at Andover 

now. A lot of the cast actually 
went to the Blackout… [which 
was] the sit-in on the steps of 
[Samuel Phillips Hall] a few 
weeks ago. The other topics 
that are really timely that come 
up in the show are roles of gen-
der, body image, and also there 
is one female character that’s 
played by a man,” said Siegfried.

Set in Baltimore, MD., the 
show begins with Tracy Turn-
blad, played by Alexa Rodri-
guez-Pagano ’16, auditioning for 
a role on the popular TV show, 
“The Corny Collins Show.” 
She doesn’t get a spot after the 
show’s producer, Velma von 
Tussle, played by Elizabeth 
Latham ’16, and her daughter, 
Amber von Tussle, played by 
Sabrina Appleby ’17, deem Tracy 
overweight. They also disagree 
with Turnblad, who wants to 
make every day on the show 
“Negro Day,” as opposed to de-
voting one show per month to 
black performers.

Rodriguez-Pagano said, “Vo-
cally, [Tracy] was a role very 
much for me, because I’m a big 
belter, and that was very fun 
to do, so I found joy in that ev-
eryday [while rehearsing]. The 
main thing I liked about [Tracy] 
was the fact that she’s very per-
sistent, and she went after what 
she wanted, and that was very 
easy to relate to, that quality in 
her. Also, she got to speak in a 

very nasally voice, which was 
very fun.”

Soon after auditioning for 
“The Corny Collins Show,” 
Turnblad and her best friend, 
Penny Pingleton, played by 
Isabella Berkeley ’19, meet a 
black student named Seaweed 
J. Stubbs, played by Avery Jo-
nas ’16. Jonas dances on “Ne-
gro Day” and teaches Turnblad 
a dance that impresses Corny 
Collins, the host of “The Corny 
Collins Show.” Strong, filling in 
Emma Kelley ’17, played the role 
of Corny Collins. The host is 
so impressed that he overrides 
von Tussle’s decision to ex-
clude Tracy. Meeting Seaweed 
and dancing with his family and 
friends also convinces Turnblad 
that they should fight to inte-
grate “The Corny Collins Show.”

“I definitely was not around 
in the ’60s, nor did I experience 
anything about integration or 
segregation or anything like 
that, so I definitely had to do 
my research. We did it as a cast 
as well. That was one challenge 
we had, actually immersing 
ourselves in the time period and 
trying to accurately portray that 
as much as we could,” said Ro-
driguez-Pagano.

Halfway through the show, 

after Turnblad, Pingleton and 
Seaweed decide to lead others 
in a protest against the segre-
gation on “The Corny Collins 
Show,” Seaweed’s mother, Mo-
tormouth Maybelle, played by 
Skylar-Bree Takyi ’16, sings “I 
Know Where I’ve Been.” The 
song highlights both Maybelle’s 
own struggles as a black wom-
an and also the struggles of all 
black people who have fought 
for equality. She sings about 
her hopes for racial equity in 
the future. Maybelle begins the 
powerful song by herself, but by 
the end of the number, the rest 
of the protesters are harmoniz-
ing with her. The song inspires 
them to proceed with the pro-
tests.

“‘I Know Where I’ve Been’ 
really is the heart of the show,” 
said Strong. “It’s so poignant, 
because it’s such a shift from 
the other songs we’ve had un-
til then. You suddenly realize, 
‘yeah, this is what the play’s 
really about.’ They’re doing 
it, they’re having fun, but this 
[song] is the heart of it, the soul 
of it. It really helps set the mes-
sage of what we had been tell-
ing and having fun telling. But 
that’s the moment we get seri-
ous and say, ‘This is what it’s re-

ally about, folks.’”
Although Turnblad and her 

friends land in jail after their 
initial protests, the group de-
cides to stage another, larger 
protest in which they disrupt 
a live broadcast of “The Corny 
Collins Show.” The audience re-
acts so positively to the protest 
that the show’s sponsor, Ultra 
Clutch Hairspray, decides to 
fully integrate the show. This 
victory is celebrated with the 
musical’s final song, “You Can’t 
Stop the Beat.” Even the play’s 
antagonists, the von Tussles, 
join in on the singing, showing 
their acceptance of the show’s 
integration. 

Natalie Warren ’18, an en-
semble member, said, “The 
overall message of Hairspray 
for me is definitely that no mat-
ter what your skin color is, you 
can all integrate and have an 
awesome time, and just be a big 
community together. That real-
ly applied to the cast, because I 
feel like that’s how the cast was. 
No matter what the color of our 
face was or what part we were 
playing, we were all super close 
and had a great time.”

Editor’s Note: This article originally 
ran on December 10, 2015.

KAITLIN KAN
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Alexa Pagano ’16 and Herbie Rimmerman ’17 played Tracy and Edna Turnblad respectively in “Hairspray.”

Memories, Mental Health, & Mathematical 
Genius in Winter Production of ‘Proof’ 

As he opens the door and 
sighs a heavy breath, Scot Glad-
stone ’16 walks forward to sit 
down on a rusty, white chair in 
Steinbach Theatre. As Elizabeth 
Latham ’16 enters the stage, 
Gladstone calls out, signaling 
the start of the second half of the 
production “Proof.”

Directed by Kevin Heelan, 
Instructor in Theatre, the The-
atre-920 class’s performances 
of “Proof” by David Auburn will 
present a simultaneously dra-
matic and comedic plot. “Proof” 
will be performed this Friday 
and Saturday at 7:30 p.m. and 
this Sunday at 1:00 p.m. in Stein-
bach Theatre.

Heelan said, “It’s funny, it’s 
got a lot of funny stuff in it. So 
I thought it would be good, and 
some other people had suggest-
ed it to me through the years 
here. So I thought I’d just take a 
shot and try… It’s about brilliant 
people, like at Andover, which 
is interesting, but, in this case, 
flawed. Brilliantly flawed. It’s a 
drama, but it’s funny.”

The play opens with Cath-
erine, played by Latham, sitting 
alone in the backyard of her 
house. Her father, Robert, played 
by Gladstone, approaches her 
with a bottle of champagne in 
celebration of her 25th birthday. 
Catherine voices her concern 
about going crazy like Robert, 
and Robert comforts her but also 
hints that she may, in fact, be go-
ing crazy, considering the fact 
that he is dead.

“Catherine is a girl who has 
just suffered the loss of her fa-
ther. She is kind of a repressed, 
manic-depressive… [and] is es-
sentially exploding because no 
one has ever appreciated her for 
how smart she is,” said Latham. 
“Everyone is constantly underes-
timating her because of her gen-
der. She knows about the history 
of that in the field of math, and 
the straw that breaks the camel’s 
back is when no one will believe 
her about the proof… She’s the 
most multi-leveled character 
I’ve played.”

Catherine later meets one of 
Robert’s students, Hal, played by 
James Flynn ’16, who attempts 

to flirt with Catherine and steal 
one of Robert’s mathematical 
journals. It is revealed that Rob-
ert was a mathematical genius 
who fell into mental instability 
towards the end of his life. 

Gladstone said, “I always try 
to find something to play into, 
to connect with my character. 
For Robert, it’s a lot different 
age-wise, and I’m fairly good at 
math, but I am nowhere near his 
talent, and I don’t have a love for 
math like he does, but he’s defi-
nitely someone who cares for his 
family and is selfless in one way, 
but also wants his family to push 
themselves and not being lazy, 
which is kind of what he sees in 
his daughters.”

Throughout the play, Cath-
erine struggles to come to terms 
with her father’s mental insta-
bility and the possibility that she 
might inherit his condition as 
she continues to explore her tu-
multuous relationships with Hal 
and her sister Claire, played by 
Hannah Berkowitz ’17.

“David Auburn does such a 
good job going into [Catherine’s] 
backstory and what makes her 
become the way she is, it’s inter-
esting to play such a multi-fac-
eted character. The other thing 
that David Auburn does real-
ly well – he’s such a genius – is 
kind of solidarity, in terms of her 
lines and linguistic patterns. It’s 
cool to realize, ‘Oh she says this 
when she’s annoyed with the sit-
uation,’ [or] ‘She only says this 
line when she’s feeling this way,’ 
” said Latham.

One of the play’s most striking 
features is the unconventional 
timeline that occurs throughout 
the plot. Many of the scenes in 
“Proof” are flashbacks to reveal 
relationships and plot points 
that occurred earlier in Cather-
ine’s life. 

“It’s a very interesting play, 
and it keeps you guessing con-
stantly. It’s not chronological. 
It skips around in time, which 
can be sometimes confusing, so 
it’s not as straightforward as a 
realistic, naturalistic play,” said 
Heelan. 

Editor’s Note: This article originally 
ran on February 19, 2016.

LAUREN W. LEE
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Scot Gladstone ’16 and Elizabeth Latham ’16 played father and daugther in 
“Proof.”

‘Angels In America’ Stage 
Reading Sheds Light On 

Stories of Homosexuality 
And AIDS

As he fell to the floor, Pri-
or Walter, played by John Mo-
reland ’18, laid on the floor in 
tears. He yelled for his boy-
friend, Louis Ironson, played 
by Chiraag Gohel ’16. Weak 
and bleeding, Moreland’s 
character cried out in pain 
as his AIDS progressed and 
worsened.

Seven students performed 
a stage reading of “Angels in 
America,” written by Tony 
Kushner, in the Theatre Class-
room last Friday night. Direct-
ed by Isabella Oliva ’16, the 
students read the first act of 
the play.

The first act of the play fo-
cused on the relationship be-
tween two couples, Joe and 
Harper Pitt, portrayed by 
Thomas Glover ’18 and Sarah 
Schmaier ’16 respectively, and 
Walter and Ironson. Simulta-
neously, Harper Pitt struggles 
with hallucinations, as a wife 
who takes pills to cope with 
her failing marriage and trou-
bles. When she learns her hus-
band is homosexual, she takes 
control of her own life, and 
plans to move to San Francisco 
in the end of Act One.

“I think [playing Harper] 
really pushed me to go out of 
my comfort zone as an actor 
and human being, so that was 
a lot, but it was great,” said 
Schmaier. “I was also recruit-
ed for this play, but I identi-
fied with Harper when I read 
the book in English 300. I like 
how she’s an interesting and 
complex female role in the 
play that’s very male dominat-
ed. That definitely drew me to 
the part.”

The idea of sexuality also 
intertwined with the socie-
tal gender norms and illness 
in the play. As Joe struggles 
in his marriage, he comes to 
discover and accept his sexual 
orientation. Walter and Iron-

son navigate the aftermath of 
Walter’s AIDS diagnosis and 
the impact it had on their re-
lationship. At the same time, 
Roy Cohn, portrayed by Jack 
Twomey ’17, grapples with his 
own diagnosis of AIDS and 
personal homosexual identity. 

“It’s been a really inspiring 
process. [Roy’s] very different 
from any character I’ve ever 
played,” said Twomey. “He’s 
very rough and angry. He’s 
very aggressive and it was a 
real new experience for me… 
I was able to channel a lot of 
raw emotion into it. I articu-
lated a lot and added a lot of 
expression to my voice and it 
felt really awesome.”

Oliva decided to put on “An-
gels in America” after reading 
the book in English 300. The 
relevance of the themes in the 
play was particularly inspiring 
to Oliva.

“I really identified with the 
characters, particularly Lou-
is… who is a guilt character... 
I thought it was really import-
ant because it commented on 
a lot of really socially relevant 
themes, while still being a fun-
ny and dramatic play,” said Ol-
iva.

The play also allowed ac-
tors to further explore and re-
search the topics of sexuality 
and AIDS.

“I feel like I now under-
stand a whole lot more on the 
AIDS crisis and the impact it 
had on people, not only the 
people with AIDS but anyone 
in their life, [especially part-
ners]. [I learned] also a lot 
about society, and how people 
feel the need to cover up their 
sexuality… It makes me feel 
grateful to not be living in a 
way more prejudiced time for 
men,” said Moreland.

Editor’s Note: This article originally 
ran on April 29, 2016.

Jack Twomey is a Managing Edi-
tor for The Phillipian.

LAUREN W. LEE
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Johnny Rex ’17 and Sabrina Appleby ’17 played Link Larkin and Amber Von 
Tussle respectively.
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‘SLUT: The Play’ Confronts Topics of 
Sexual Assault, Slut-Shaming, and Rape Culture

After a day of dance practice, 
Joey Del Marco, the main char-
acter of the play “SLUT,” rush-
es home to prepare for a party. 
Before heading out, she and her 
childhood friends, Luke, George 
and Tim, drink a bottle of vodka. 
The four of them then squeeze 
into a taxi. 

It is during the cab ride that 
Joey is sexually assaulted.

“SLUT” was performed at An-
dover this past Sunday, thanks 
to an Abbott Grant received by 
Payton Jancsy ’16, Nico Ciccia 
’16 and Olivia Brokaw ’18. Writ-
ten and produced by The Arts 
Effect, a New York City-based 
acting group, “SLUT” features a 
cast of all high-school girls and 
was based on real-life experi-
ences.  According to its website, 
“SLUT” aims to “address the 
intense impact of rape culture, 
gang mentality, and the over-sex-
ualization of girls and women on 
individuals and communities.”

Lexa Krebs, the actress 
who played Joey, said, “I think 
[“SLUT”] is really relatable for a 
lot of people. I think it opens up 
the eyes of adults. It opens up the 
eyes of boys seeing what goes on 
with these girls, and what they 
go through on an everyday basis 

and how they relate to it. And it 
presents the realities of the girls, 
so I think it relates to everyone. 
It’s important for everyone to 
see, not just girls, because every-
one is a factor in what plays out 
in real life.”

As the play progresses, Jo-
ey’s story slowly unfolds, and 
her friends and acquaintances 
offer their own opinions on the 
situation. While some of Joey’s 
friends support her, many are 
reluctant to believe her story. 
Throughout the show, Joey is 
shamed, discredited and insult-
ed by friends, family and strang-
ers as a result of her experience 
and her sexuality. The variety of 
responses demonstrate the chal-
lenges that many survivors of 
sexual assault face in real life.

“The characters are based 
off of real people, so they’re not 
all carbon copies of each other. 
They’re not preachy — they’re 
just really real and honest. There 
are times where they don’t know 
themselves, how to handle the 
situations they’re in. So I think 
people really connect with the 
play, because they can see them-
selves, they can see their daugh-
ters and their sisters and their 
friends in these characters,” said 
Amari Leigh, who played Domi-
nique, a classmate of Joey’s who 
fears being called a “slut” for 

buying condoms.
The varying perspectives on 

Joey’s assault echo the way in 
which society views sexuality 
and how quickly people lose em-
pathy for the victim. In the play, 
Joey is frequently discredited on 
the basis of her past sexual ex-
periences and her actions on the 
night of the assault.

“I think that there’s this big 
stigma, especially among older 
people, that if a girl is being very 
provocative or sexual, it’s a bad 
thing, and I feel like in the grow-
ing process, it’s a really healthy 
thing actually, for girls and guys 
to explore their sexualities,” 
said Willa Cuthrell, the actress 
who portrayed Leila, a freshman 
girl who was in a relationship 
with one of Joey’s assailants, in 
“SLUT.”

Although “SLUT” describes 
the social stigma around sexu-
ality, the play also provides an 
alternate, positive view on sex. 
In the opening scene, Joey and 
other girls go to the locker room 
after dance practice for the “Slut 
Squad,” a self-given title to their 
dance group. In this moment, 
the girls use the word “slut” with 
confidence. 

Sydney Olney ’17, an audience 
member, said, “I really like the 
way that the play started, be-
cause the last thing I expected 
was to see other high schoolers 
drop down and hump the floor. I 
thought it was definitely a way to 
engage the audience right away, 

because frankly, there was no 
way to ignore that.”

The play also closes on a 
hopeful moment, despite the 
doubts that arise around Joey’s 
assault: Joey speaks with anoth-
er survivor of sexual assault. The 
two of them state that they be-
lieve each other, even though no 
one else seems to, and hug as the 
lights dimmed.

Katie Cappiello, the writer 
and co-director of “SLUT,” said, 
“I hope [the audience] walks 
away with… a greater sense of 
empathy, a greater sense of un-
derstanding of what it means to 
be that person, what it means to 
be that person who has been vi-
olated and shamed… I just really 
want to get people talking, and 
I just want to open a healthier 
dialogue than exists right now, 
because I don’t think a healthy 
dialogue exists right now.”

“SLUT” has succeeded in 
starting conversation through 
performances across the coun-
try. The play has also been 
turned into a book and has even 
been translated into different 
languages.

“The public reaction has been 
mind-blowingly amazing… Just 
saying it out loud, I can’t be-
lieve it to this day. I guess we 
just didn’t know it would turn 
out this way, and we’re so happy 
that it did and so happy to bring 
it anywhere we can,” said Cappi-
ello.

According to Lisa Joel, a 

member of the Brace Center for 
Gender Studies Advisory Board, 
the process of bringing the play 
to Andover started last spring 
when Joel, Tracy Ainsworth, for-
mer director of the Brace Center, 
and Allen Grimm, Instructor in 
Theatre, accompanied a group 
of students to a production of 
“SLUT” at the Massachusetts In-
stitute of Technology. The group 
was impressed by the play and 
felt that it would be beneficial 
to bring the production to An-
dover in order to inspire further 
campus discussion about sexual 
assault.

Joel said, “The first thing I 
hope [the audience] takes away 
is that we all need to check our-
selves in terms of our attitudes 
and behaviors and understand 
how the things we do and the 
ways that we think behind closed 
doors or with friends can be in-
credibly damaging, and they can 
set tones that are dangerous for a 
community.”

“I think the most import-
ant thing is to show the play to 
younger kids and expose them 
to this reality, because they’re 
all going to go through [this cul-
ture], they are going through it, 
and I think that the main thing 
is to just get these conversations 
started and begin this whole 
process at an earlier age,” said 
Krebs.

 Editor’s Note: This article originally 
ran on January 15, 2016.

ANDI CHENG

‘Black Gods of the Asphalt’ Address Topics Of 
Black Masculinity & Violence through Basketball

Having just lost a basketball 
game, CJ, played by Dakoury 
Godo-Solo ’17, forces Derrick, 
played by Joshua Jordan ’16, to 
the ground with a loud shout and 
a quick stage punch. As Derrick 
lies on the floor in pain, CJ and 
a few other gang members re-
peatedly kick him. The dynam-
ic scene from “Black Gods of 
the Asphalt,” written by Onaje 
Woodbine, Instructor in Philoso-
phy and Religious Studies, shows 
the intensity of the basketball 
court. 

“Black Gods of the Asphalt” 
is the Theatre 920 play this 
spring. The play is directed by 
Allen Grimm, Instructor in The-
ater, and choreographed by Erin 
Strong, Instructor in Dance.

The play follows the story of 
three main characters: Lightsey 
– played by Teagan Thompson 
’18 – Derrick, and CJ, all of whom 
play basketball. All three charac-
ters struggle to come to terms 
with the deaths of relatives and 
friends around them.

“At some point, everybody 
will experience some certain 
kinds of grief and certain types of 
experience, it may not be as trau-
matic as this, but suffering loss 
and being resilient is important 
and you get to see that a lot with 
characters’ growth throughout 

the piece,” said Grimm.
Lightsey, having just recon-

nected with an old friend, learns 
how impactful time spent in 
prison can be. She struggles to 
come to terms with both the ef-
fect of prison on her friend and 
the death of her coach.

“The most interesting aspect 
of Lightsey is the fact that she 
is the only girl, out of the main 
characters, who plays basket-
ball. She is confident, funny, and 
fits in with all of the other main 
characters, who are males, and 
overall, they have a great time 
playing ball with each other. She 
brings positive energy and good 
vibes everywhere, not just on the 
court,” said Thompson.

With the help of his grand-
mother, played by Madison Pet-
taway ’17, Derrick works to un-
derstand his role not only as a 
black athlete but also as a mem-
ber of the community. 

“A lot of the [the play] has to 
do with black masculinity, and 
the culture of the inner city. 
That’s where I grew up; I went to 
school in Harlem and spent most 
of my days in Harlem and New 
York. And the basketball court 
is this place that people go for 
anything, and it’s like [if ] some-
one died, people would go to the 
basketball court, and before this 
play, I never really thought any-
thing more of it. It was just this 
thing that everybody did,” said 
Jordan.

Like Lightsey, CJ works to un-
derstand the role of prison and 
death in his life. Every time CJ 
and his mother, played by Mo-
fope Olarinmoye ’16, visit CJ’s 
father, played by David Onaban-
jo ’18, in prison, CJ brings his 
basketball. Basketball serves as 
a connection between the two 
characters despite their separa-
tion. 

“CJ is the youngest of the three 
leads, and he’s the least mature 
of the three leads, and that really 
shows. Getting the youthful as-
pect of CJ was probably the most 
difficult thing to grasp because I 
don’t think I have a particularly 
youthful energy… CJ also lacks 
a guide on the court, because 
there’s not someone who really 
understands what CJ is going 
through with his father in prison 
and can understand how he ex-
presses things on the basketball 
court, so I think CJ is lost and 
vulnerable in that sense,” said 
Godo-Solo. 

“Black Gods of the Asphalt” 
was written by Woodbine and is 
based on the stories of residents 
of Roxbury, Massachusetts. It 
focuses on humanizing black 
men and separating them from 
the stereotype of athleticism. In 
addition to the play, Woodbine 

wrote a book, also titled “Black 
Gods of the Asphalt,” which elab-
orates on many of the themes in 
the play. 

“There are universal ques-
tions that all human beings ask,” 
said Woodbine. “And that’s what 
I hope everyone gets out of [the 
play], is that rather than seeing 
young black men through a par-
ticular racial lens, that this myth 
that they are just super athlet-
ic – that they’re not necessarily 
sound in mind – this sort of myth 
that we carry with us, rather 
than seeing them or this story 
through this lens, that we rec-
ognize something of themselves 
in these stories. I ask the same 
questions: Who am I? What is 
my purpose? What happens after 
you die? I hope this play and the 
book allows people to see the hu-
manity in young African-Ameri-
can men.”

Grimm said, “The genesis of 
this is a very masculine piece of 
work. If you read Dr. Woodbine’s 
book, who we had to cast didn’t 
involve a lot of young women. 
[When] playing basketball and 
[with] love and grief, your gen-
der doesn’t matter and so we 
could have been rigid and kind 
of forced that but we didn’t and 
we were better able to take ad-

vantage of the student popula-
tion that was interested in doing 
this.”

The play will premiere at An-
dover this Friday at 8:00 p.m. 
and Saturday at 7:30 p.m. in Tang 
Theater. The cast of the show 
will also tour in South Africa this 
summer, where they will per-
form, among other places, at the 
National Arts Festival in Graha-
mstown. The group will also visit 
The Oprah Winfrey Leadership 
Academy for Girls in Johannes-
burg, where they will participate 
in an artistic exchange with their 
hosts. 

“[The Andover students] have 
been putting their hearts and 
minds into it,” said Woodbine. 
“Energy in rehearsals have been 
unreal. We actually put them 
through basketball drills before 
every rehearsal, so it’s a mix-
ture of basketball, hip-hop, rap, 
dance, we have a DJ so there’s so 
many genres in there. With all of 
that way of expressing through 
the arts, it’s just been such a pas-
sionate, creative space.”

Editor’s Note: This article originally 
ran on May 27, 2016.

STAFF REPORT
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Derrick, played by Josh Jordan ’16, and CJ, played by Dakoury Godo-Solo ’17, play a basketball game on stage. 

T.RYNNE/THE PHILLIPIAN

SLUT was  brought to campus by Payton Jancsy ’16, Nico Ciccia ’16, and Olivia Brokaw ’18. 

T.RYNNE/THE PHILLIPIAN

SLUT focused on the reactions of other characters in addition to Joey’s 
story of sexual assault.

A.MACAYA/THE PHILLIPIAN
Justice Robinson ’18 plays the MC in “Black Gods of the Asphalt.”



Foster Conklin: Fostering a Passion for Theater

Erica Nork: From Dance to Drama

Surrounded by a small group 
of actors, directors, and the two 
other Producers, Erica Nork ’16 
began the “shakeout” warmup 
done before every DramaLab. 
The process consists of vigor-
ously shaking each limb as the 
group counts down from 16. As 
a Producer, Nork is responsible 
for coordinating the DramaLab 
shows every week.

Nork has been involved in 
theater for as long as she can re-
member. She began initially with 
dance classes. However, after 

seeing “Cats: the Musical” when 
she was five-years old, she be-
came interested in theater.  

“I was obsessed with [Cats] 
when I was five-years old. That 
idea was really fun. I also just 

liked being on stage, but when 
you’re a dancer and you’re on 
stage you can’t talk, and I really 
loved talking. So I think I wanted 
to do some of that… It didn’t feel 
like I made some big decision 
to start doing theater, I felt like 
it was… just very natural,” said 
Nork.

Since beginning theater, 
Nork has developed a love for 
the energy and vulnerability that 
she feels is integral to the theater 
experience.

“[Theater is] not quite as fun 
when you’re alone, because it’s a 
lot of just laughing and the sort 
of vulnerable experience of hav-
ing to bear so much of yourself 

around people that I find really 
interesting. And also, [I get in-
spiration from] the audience… 
it’s exciting when you’re onstage 
and you start to find a real ener-

gy that’s very palpable within an 
audience, and you can sort of feel 
it,” said Nork.

In her performances, Nork 
enjoys the most unique pieces 
because she feels those are the 
ones that leave the audience 
wondering “why was this per-
formed?” and thinking about the 
underlying meaning to the piece.

“[Theater] is so vulnerable, 
like you’re putting yourself in 
so much stress and anything 
can be rejected at any point, but 
when you’re… acting it’s not re-
ally your inner soul. You’re able 
to put a little bit of distance be-
tween what’s happening around 
you and what’s happening inside 
yourself. And I think that’s really 
what theater is trying to get at,” 
Nork reflected.

At Andover, Nork has been 
a part of various DramaLabs 
as well as several Theatre 920 
productions. Most memorably, 
Nork played the role of Viola in 
her Upper year production of 
“Twelfth Night.”  

“I was really proud of being 
able to do Viola in Twelfth Night, 
because… there’s something 
about doing something that you 
physically don’t think you can 
do. I realized by the time during 
the tech week, that my lines were 
carrying half the show. Some-
how I knew what I was doing 
and I didn’t know how I had got-
ten there,” said Nork.

During her Senior year, Nork 
was chosen to be a 2015-2016 
Producer. The former producers 
sent the three of them on a scav-
enger hunt for letters that even-
tually led to a congratulations 

letter informing them of their 
new position. 

“I think one of the craziest 
moments and just like most ex-
hilarating, elating, was when 
they told Kieto, Foster and I that 
we’d been selected as producers 
for next year. Because it feels like 
the culmination of years’ worth 
of work. It felt like the culmina-
tion of all of my experience in 
theater coming together in one 
moment. But I also really liked it 
because it was also, at the same 
time, really important,” said 
Nork.

Despite being passionate 

about all of the art forms she 
participates in, Nork is unsure 
whether or not she wants to pur-
sue any of them in college. 

“I’m so conflicted because I 
love theater and I love dancing, 
and I love all these other aspects 
of what I do at Andover. But I 
also love academia… I think I 
have too many interests to just 
focus on theater, but I’d love to 
be a part of it, and I’m sure I’ll be 
around it,” Nork said. 

DEA BARRETO LAGESSE

Kieto Mahaniah: Shining a Light on Technical Theater

With the lights rapidly 
changing colors on the stage of 
Tang Theatre, Kieto Mahaniah 
’16 sat in the dim lighting booth 
observing the handiwork of the 
tech crew he was leading. As 
technical director of Grasshop-
per Night during his Senior year, 
Mahaniah was responsible for 
coordinating with each perfor-
mance group to light, mic, and 
organize transitions. 

“Grasshopper Night” is just 
one of the performances Mah-
aniah has worked on over his 
Andover career. Mahaniah has 
participated in many major 
productions on campus since 
he first arrived his Junior year, 
dancing in “The Nutcracker,” 
helping to write a Theatre 920 
show, stage-managing multiple 
plays, and working as a Producer 
of the DramaLabs. Despite this 
extensive résumé, Mahaniah’s 
true specialty is theater tech.

“I just wanted to try some-
thing new when I started here. 
Freshman year, I was involved 
in the [Theater 920 show] in the 

fall and I took a theatre produc-
tion course… and I met [Julius 
Ross ’13], and he got me to do 
some tech, and I really enjoyed 
what I did there. I really enjoyed 
bringing a show to the next lev-

el. People can perform, sing, or 
dance, but when you have a tech 
team behind it, it brings a quality 
that I love bringing,” said Maha-
niah.

In theater, Mahaniah enjoys 

playing with the theme of inter-
nal and external anxiety. 

“Trying to show external and 
internal struggles is super inter-
esting to me on a stage. In a mov-
ie, you can have a flashback, you 
can have a voice over. On stage, 
you have to represent that in dif-
ferent ways, different kinds of 
lighting, adding sound, having 
different characters appear to 
represent their ideas. Showing 
the internal part of the struggle,” 
said Mahaniah.

While Mahaniah started par-
ticipating in theater in elemen-
tary school, it wasn’t until he ar-
rived at Andover that he started 
to focus more actively on the art 
of theater tech due to the oppor-
tunities that Andover presented 
to him.

“Right now, and last term, 
I’ve taken two terms of a Senior 
project [in theater]. Last year I 
worked on a project [where Al-
len Grimm, Instructor in The-
atre and Dance] showed me 
how to build sets. This term I’m 
working with a new technical di-
rector, so I’m designing shows, 
I’m designing stage, I’m working 
off stages to bring them to life,” 
said Mahaniah. “I’m able to take 

advantage of all aspects of the-
atre, what I would be interested 
in, and deal with them. It’s an 
amazing opportunity.”

 Mahaniah cites the Theater 
faculty as his mentors on campus 
who inspired him to hone his 
skills in the art.

“Most people don’t realize it, 
but the drama faculty, the the-
ater background they have here- 
they all come from an amazing 
background. [Kevin Heelan, In-
structor in Theater] was nom-
inated for various awards. Mr. 
Grimm comes from an amaz-
ing technical background. He’s 
amazingly intelligent on light-
ing and sound, and how that all 
works. As well as his passion 
for plays [about] social justice 
or [by] women writers. The the-
atre faculty here has such a great 
background, that they’re able to 
foster [growth],” said Mahaniah. 

Mahaniah plans on majoring 
in technical theater in college, 
and he hopes to continue being 
a part of technical theater even 
after college.

DEA BARRETO LAGESSE 
and ANDI CHENG

S.WANG/THE PHILLIPIAN
Erica Nork ’16 is a 2015-2016 Producer. 

L.LUO/THE PHILLIPIAN
Erica Nork ’16 was the stage manager for Grasshopper during her Senior 
year.

C.MUNN/THEPHILLIPIAN
Kieto Mahaniah ’16 is a 2015-2016 Producer.

Urged by a Producer he 
found to be cute rather than for 
a love for acting, Foster Conk-
lin ’16 stepped into the Theatre 
Classroom to audition for his 
first DramaLab. Since then, he 
has acted in seven DramaLabs 
and he became a Producer his 

Senior year. 
That DramaLab was Conk-

lin’s first theater memory. Al-
though he acted in and direct-
ed DramaLabs throughout his 
Upper and Senior years, he 
did not become serious about 
theater until he took classes 
with Allen Grimm, Instructor 
in Theatre. In these classes, 
Conklin honed the acting skills 
he had been developing over 

the past two years. 
“It was the first time I read 

plays with thinking as a direc-
tor or as an actor, which he 
would encourage us to do. We’d 
act out scenes or we’d design a 
set. We read ten plays over two 
terms, so reading each one and 
we’re thinking about it like, 
if I were acting, what choices 
would I make about it, what 
would I do? One of our assign-
ments was to perform a mono-
logue and he graded that quite 
critically, so I really put a lot of 
focus into that. It was the first 
time I [had] really taken acting 
all that seriously,” said Conk-
lin.

The highlight of Conklin’s 
Andover acting career was 
when he received the lead role 
in this year’s 901 production, 
directed by Theo Perez ’16.  
This was his first big show, 
since he had not previously 
acted in formal performances 
outside of DramaLabs. In the 
show, “Recent Tragic Events” 
by Craig Wright, Conklin plays 
Andrew. 

“I like to think a lot about 
‘what would my character do?’ 
as a person, like when I’m act-
ing I try to separate myself 
from the character I’m play-
ing, so it’s not what I would 
do, how I would walk across 
the stage, it’s how that person 
would walk across the stage 
and that takes a lot more work 

and it’s really hard and I’m not 
that good at it but that’s what I 
try to do,” said Conklin.

One of Conklin’s favorite 
performance memories was 
during Grasshopper Night. He 
and the two other Grasshopper 
coordinators were in the mid-
dle of speaking to the students 
about giving money back to 
the school when a stool broke, 
forcing Conklin to improvise. 

“It’s not really acting but 
it’s being on stage and talking 
to people, like acting has just 
helped me do that. So I was up 
there and my band was per-
forming next and Krishna the 
pianist sat down and the stool 
broke while we were talking 
about giving money to the 
school and I remember mak-

ing a joke and having every-
one laugh, and it made me feel 
good,” said Conklin.

Conklin hopes to continue 
theater in college and poten-
tially pursue a future career in 
theater.

“I recently have had this 
idea of like ‘oh my god, what 
if I actually go into theater lat-
er in life?’ cause it’s not that 
good of an idea, I won’t make 
any money, it’s going to be re-
ally hard, but I thought about 
it and I really enjoy it, so I 
think there’s the chance I’d do 
that. I’m not sure how big [a 
chance], but I’ve made the de-
cision recently that I’m going 
to keep pursuing it in college 
somehow because I really en-
joy it,” said Conklin.

YIXUAN ZHAO

C.MUNN/THE PHILLIPIAN
Foster Conklin ’16 is a 2015-2016 Producer.

L.LUO/THE PHILLIPIAN
Conklin helped plan the annual Grasshopper Night.
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Alexa Rodriguez Pagano: From Awed Audience Member 
To Dream Lead Role

Alexa Rodriguez Pagano ’16 
was just ready to change out of 
her Tracy Turnblad costume 
for the finale of “Hairspray,” 
when all of a sudden she heard 
the stagehands yelling through 
the intercom, “Alexa, you’re 
supposed to be on stage!” She 
had completely forgot about 
this scene. However, Paga-
no quickly ran back on stage 
while getting dressed, belting 
out her lines and seamlessly 
continuing the show as if get-
ting dressed was just a prear-
ranged part of the show. 

Having grown up in New 
York, Rodriguez Pagano had 
been introduced to musical 
theater at a young age. She 
started taking formal musi-
cal theater lessons at the age 
of eight, after falling in love 
with every character and every 
line of many Broadway shows. 
Her favorite Broadway show 
being “Hairspray,” Rodiguez 
Pagano recalls making her 

parents take her to watch the 
show on Broadway six times 
before landing her dream role 
of Tracy in the Fall Term The-
atre-920 production of “Hair-
spray.”

“It was so much work. [The 
play] was such a different stage 
dynamic, because I had to keep 
the momentum going. It al-
ways revolved around what 
I did. And if I messed up, ev-
eryone had to roll with it. In 
theater you just got to roll with 
the punches and hopefully ev-
eryone will go along with it,” 
said Rodriguez Pagano.

For Rodriguez Pagano, com-
ing to Andover exposed her to 
new styles and techniques in 
both singing and acting. Study-
ing under Barbara Kilduff, 
Adjunct Instructor in Music, 
since her Junior year, Rodri-
uguez Pagano was initially 
opposed to singing classical 
music while Kilduff insist-
ed that she try a few pieces. 
Gradually accepting classical 
music, Rodriguez Pagano has 
become the soprano section 

leader in the Academy Cho-
rus, and she performed many 
classical numbers, including 
her favorite pieces by the re-
nowned Austrian composer 
Franz Schubert, during her Se-
nior Recital.

“Most of the time, even still, 
our voice lessons consisted of 
me teaching [Kilduff ] a bunch 
of Broadway music that she 
had never heard of because 
that’s what I like to do. But 
she definitely turned me into a 
complete soprano, which I was 
never expecting,” Rodriguez 
Pagano said.

Apart from musical theater 
and classical music, Rodriguez 
Pagano is also the Co-Head of 
Keynotes, the co-ed a cappel-
la group on campus, and she 
devotes much of her time to 
arranging pieces and rehears-
ing with the group. She also 
performs in non-musical plays, 
ranging from small produc-
tions like DramaLabs, to term-
long commitments such as last 
spring’s Theatre-920 produc-
tion of “Nine Parts of Desire,” 
directed by Allen Grimm, In-
structor in Theatre and Dance.

“I liked straight acting. [As 
my first non-musical major 
production], that was very dif-

ferent from anything I had ever 
done. It was definitely more of 
an emotional exploration for 
me. [Compared to musical the-
ater], pure acting was more of 
an academic experience,” said 
Rodriguez Pagano.

Looking ahead, Rodriguez-

Pagano looks forward to con-
tinuing private voice lessons as 
well as musical theater perfor-
mances as an extracurricular 
in college, while she pursues a 
major in media studies in jour-
nalism.

CINDY CHEN

Theo Pérez: Finding Direction in Theater

Set in biblical times, a uni-
corn, played by Niko Skriva-
nos ’17, trotted on stage in the 
Theatre Classroom as Noah, 
played by Dakoury Godo-So-
lo ’17, took a glance at his list 
of animals before barring the 
unicorn from entering his arc. 
This was the first DramaLab 
Theo Pérez ’16 directed, and 
Perez recounted this DramaL-
ab to The Phillipian as one of 
his proudest moments in his 
Andover theater career.

After starring in his fifth 
grade musical as Gaston in 
“Beauty and the Beast,” Theo 
Pérez ’16 began to cultivate 
his passion for theater. With-
out the chance to participate 
in theater earlier in life, Pérez 
became actively involved in 
the Department of Theatre and 
Dance upon arriving at Ando-
ver by participating in Dra-
maLabs as an actor. Through-
out his Junior year, however, 
he took on the role of director 
and became more focused on 
technical theater.

“I’ve been doing stuff with 
the [DramaLabs, short stu-
dent-run theater performanc-
es], since my Junior year, and 
I’d previously done a couple 
things in my earlier life, but I 
didn’t have a ton of opportu-
nities to pursue theater as a 
particularly young lad. Over 
the time here at Andover, I’ve 
definitely expanded what I’ve 
done in terms of going into 
more directing and technical 
theater and really expanding 
how much I’ve committed to 
it,” said Pérez.

Pérez has grown in many 
technical aspects through his 
four years in theater, but he 
believes that he has greatly im-
proved in his ability to work 
with actors.

“As a director, your job is 
really to help the actors find 
it within themselves. It’s not 
choreography; you’re not re-
ally drawing out every single 
movement. It’s about help-

ing the actors find out how 
to best go about their trade,” 
said Pérez. “I’ve just gotten so 
much better at working with 
actors on that and really think-
ing about what can be done to 
make a piece interesting on 
many levels, how to add cer-
tain subtle things to things.”

Pérez draws inspiration for 
his directing from his person-
al experiences and those of his 
actors. 

“When I’m approaching a 
scene I’m directing, you always 
want to draw from your own 
life and the lives of your ac-
tors… a lot of [my inspiration] 
also really just comes from 
life and thinking about per-
sonal experiences you’ve had 
that might have similarities to 
what’s going on in the scene, 
[and] thinking about how you 
can use that to draw something 
cool out,” said Pérez.

Although Pérez enjoys ex-
ploring themes of social jus-
tice and human nature through 
his directing, his selection of 
plays is not based solely on the 
themes of their content.

“It’s hard to say, thematical-
ly, because I don’t sit down and 
look at plays, thinking, ‘Oh, 
I need a play about love, or I 
need a play about this or that.’ I 
look at them for the characters 
and seeing which plays have 
people that, one: seem actable 
by high-school audiences; and 
two: seem particularly intrigu-
ing,” said Pérez.

The wealth of opportunities 
at Andover and the open-mind-
edness of the Theatre and 
Dance Department has allowed 
Pérez to pursue his passions, 
one of which includes the The-
atre 901 production that he is 
currently directing.

“I think we’re at a really ex-
citing place for theater at this 
school, right now. Over the 
course of my time here, the 
amount of theater that hap-
pens here has gone up expo-
nentially. There are so many 
opportunities to do whatever 
you want, and if you go up to 
[Allen Grimm, Instructor in 
Theatre] and [Kevin Heelan, 

Instructor in Theatre], and you 
say you want to do something, 
something will happen…,” said 
Pérez. “It’s a phenomenal de-
partment, and you name it, and 
they can make it happen.”

Pérez will continue to pur-
sue directing and technical 
theater in college, although he 
is unsure about how he will be 
involved in the theater com-
munity.

Pérez said, “I wouldn’t be 
surprised if I do a little bit of 
everything like I do nowadays. 
I’m taking Mr. Heelan’s play-
writing English elective this 
term. It’s really got some gears 
turning in my head that I hav-
en’t gotten to turn before, but 
I definitely hope to direct in 
college and do technical work 
in college.”

HANNAH ZHANG
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Alexa Rodriguez Pagano ’16 played Tracy Turnblad in “Hairspray” during her Senior year.
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During her Junior Year, Rodriguez Pagano ’16 played Logainne Schwartz-
andgrubenierre in “25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee.”
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Theo Pérez ’16 performed in “Twelfth Night” last year. 
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Rodriguez Pagano ’16 was a Co-Head of Keynotes.

Theo Pérez ’16 uses personal experience as inspiration when he directs. 



Andover Dance Group Embraces Collaboration 
in Performance of ‘Appalachian Spring’

Staring joyfully over the 
heads of their friends and 
family, Him and Her, played 
by Zach Ruffin ’17 and Sabri-
na Appleby ’17 during the Sat-
urday night show, clasp their 
hands together tightly as pastel 
ribbons ascend overhead. Al-
though conflict arises later, in 
this moment Him and Her are 
united with, and supported by, 
their loved ones.

Choreographed by Judith 
Wombwell, Chair in The-
atre and Dance, “Appalachian 
Spring” is the primary dance of 
Andover Dance Group’s (ADG) 
new show. “Appalachian 
Spring” and the three other 
dances in the show are united 
by a common theme of collab-
oration. Many of the dances 
were accompanied by student 
performers from the Music De-
partment. 

“[Collaboration between 
the Music Department and the 
Theatre and Dance Depart-
ment] was something that a lot 
of people, faculty and student 
musicians and dancers and art-
ists, [wanted to do]. Everything 
is performed to live music... 
so there’s this whole thread 
of this collaboration. We have 
fantastic dancers and a very 
strong Music Department, so 

I think this was one way of 
honoring both departments 
and the strength of both,” said 
Janice Cheon ’16, a choreogra-
pher, dancer and musician in 
the show.

The show opens with the 
piece “Dreams of Terpsichore,” 
choreographed by Cheon. The 
dance is set to an original piece 
composed by Charles Stacy ’16, 
which is played onstage by five 
student musicians. Opening 
with a slow, languid section, 
the piece progresses to a disso-
nant middle section filled with 
leaps and twirls. Finally, the 
dancers slow down again be-
fore “waking up” and walking 
offstage.

“Terpsichore is one of the 
nine muses from Greek my-
thology, and she happens to be 
the muse of dance and music. 
But she also might have an el-
ement of night or this essence 
of dreams to her, so Charles de-
cided to title this piece ‘Dreams 
of Terpsichore.’ I took a lot of 
inspiration from Greek vases 
with the nine muses on their 
sides. I also took inspiration 
from one of Botticelli’s paint-
ings of a spring scene with the 
muses and everyone dancing, 
so [the dance] is very heavily 
influenced by this Hellenis-
tic work and also this Renais-
sance style. I also kept this ele-
ment of dreams and this whole 

thread of sleep in mind while 
I was choreographing… It’s a 
very fast-paced, lively dream, 
but it’s not a nightmare,” said 
Cheon.

“Equal and Opposite,” a 
slower, relaxed piece follows 
“Dreams of Terpsichore.” Cho-
reographed by Wombwell, the 
piece is accompanied by “Pas 
de Deux” by Samuel Barber, 
played by Sergio De Iudicibus 
’16 and Christopher Walter, 
Instructor in Music, on piano. 
The piece opens with gentle 
swaying before shifting to rap-
id running across the stage. 
As the dancers run, there are 
moments where one dancer is 
lifted up and carried across the 
stage by others.

“I was just thinking about 
forces that play on a person; 
you get pulled in different di-
rections, and I really like that 
Barber piece. Many years ago I 
did the whole thing, the suite 
is called ‘Souvenirs,’ and it’s 
probably about 25 to 30 min-
utes. There’s a lot of variety 
in the piece, and I love that. I 
had this idea about the dancers 
trying to almost persuade each 
other, influence each other, and 
once I started going with that, 
we just had fun in the studio. 

Every rehearsal just worked. 
The dancers were great,” said 
Wombwell. 

Following “Equal and Op-
posite,” members of ADG 
performed the piece “Take 
507,” choreographed by Erin 
Strong, Instructor in Theatre 
and Dance. The dance is cho-
reographed to “Suite for Jazz 
Quartet” by Claude Bolling, 
which is performed by four 
students. The dance starts with 
a slow languid section before 
suddenly changing into a much 
faster portion, featuring flying 
leaps as the dancers race from 
one side of the stage to the oth-
er.

“The reason we ended up 
calling [the dance] ‘Take 507’ 
was because there’s this one 
part in the first part of the 
music, the slower part, where 
there’s this transition move 
that we never knew what we 
wanted to do with. We had all 
these combinations of shifting 
from one side of the body to an-
other, and we said that we took 
so many takes that there were 
507 versions of it. We decid-
ed to go with ‘Take 507’ as the 
final one, and that’s what we 
ended up naming the piece be-
cause we had no idea what else 

to call it,” said Hannah Beau-
doin ’17, a member of ADG.

The show concludes with 
“Appalachian Spring,” choreo-
graphed by Wombwell. Set to 
“Appalachian Spring” by Aar-
on Copland, the dance is ac-
companied by the Academy 
Chamber Orchestra. The dance 
follows the story of a young 
couple, Him and Her, who 
meet and fall in love. However, 
their love is complicated by fa-
milial disapproval and the an-
ger of her best friend. Through 
music, dance and lighting, “Ap-
palachian Spring” explores the 
themes of community, friend-
ship, love and loss.

“[The themes] really im-
pact the music and the style 
of the music. There’re some 
parts where the music is re-
ally light and everyone’s hap-
py, and sometimes it gets very 
loud and very intense. For in-
stance there’s a part that we 
call the tantrum scene because 
the best friend gets really upset 
and throws a tantrum at Her 
for leaving, and the music gets 
very dark and loud,” said Emily 
Jackson ’19, a member of ADG.

Editor’s Note: This article original-
ly ran on February 26, 2016.

ANDI CHENG

Footnotes, Formation, and Friendship: 
Dance Open Features Student Dancers and Choreographers

In complete darkness, a 
group of students dressed in 
black walked silently onto the 
stage of Steinbach Theatre in 
George Washington Hall. As 
“Formation” by Beyoncé began 
playing, the lights rose to re-
veal SLAM standing together 
with their hands uniformly po-
sitioned behind their backs in 
preparation to begin stepping.

“My favorite performance 
was SLAM’s ‘Formation.’ When 
everyone walked on stage, it was 
so powerful, even in the dark-
ness and they all danced in such 
great unison when transitioning 
into different formations,” said 
Anna Faliero ’18, an audience 
member.

Dance Open held four shows 
in May, each featuring 16 danc-
es, each with a wide range of 
talent. This year’s show was di-
rected by Sara Luzuriaga ‘16 and 
mentored by Judith Wombwell, 
Instructor and Chair in Theatre 
and Dance.

“[Dance Open] is truly an 
incredible show. It is entirely 
student-choreographed, stu-

dent-directed, student-pro-
duced, and student-danced, and 
it has always been so cool to see 
this level of talent among stu-
dents manifest itself in Dance 
Open… I was truly humbled to 
see how incredible the show 
this year was and to be able to 
help this show come about,” 
said Luzuriaga.

A number of students of 
varying grades and experience 
participated in Dance Open. 

“I really wanted to get the 
experience of working and col-
laborating with other dancers 
in the dance community, and it 
was such a rewarding experi-
ence. I would say the majority 
of my inspiration came from the 
dance community at Andover 
and watching, over the last two 
years, how dance can be demon-
strated in so many different 
ways,” said Daniela Ronga ‘18

Wombwell said, “It is always 
rewarding to see what the stu-
dents choose to do. I am a big 
fan of any opportunity that the 
students have to use dance to 
communicate ideas that they 
care about or to dance to music 
that they love.”

Wearing mismatched, 60’s 

style clothing, Footnotes opened 
with a dance to Parliament’s 
“Give Up The Funk.” Appearing 
from one spotlight at the corner 
of the stage, the dancers tapped 
in unison onto the stage. Rather 
than focusing on technique, the 
dance emphasized energy and 
fun, setting a bright and cheer-
ful mood to the show.

“[Lydia and I] wanted the 
dance to be centered around 
performance. One of our biggest 
goals this year was to teach ev-
eryone in Footnotes that, as long 
as you have a blast on stage and 
show the audience how much 
fun you are having, it doesn’t 
matter how stellar your tech-
nique is,” said Hannah Beaudo-
in ’17, co-head of Footnotes.

As part of their Senior bucket 
list, Sharan Gill ’16, Avery Jo-
nas ’16, Nate Redding ’16, Arzu 
Singh ’16, and Sharon Zhang 
’16, performed a dance to Mi-
chael Jackson’s “PYT,” choreo-
graphed by Lydia Paris ’17. The 
dance opened with each danc-
er facing a different side of the 
stage, moving their shoulders 
up and down in matching white 
T-shirts. While transitioning 
from a straight line to various 

formations, the dancers incor-
porated body rolls, “step-ball-
change” phrases and claps to 
the beat to entertain the audi-
ence.

“I auditioned for Dance Open 
with a friend without having 
had any dance prior experience. 
Then, much to my surprise, I 
was cast in a dance! This was 
my first time in any Andover 
show, and the whole experience 
was a total blast… As a first-time 
dancer, I found the entire Dance 
Open community to be fun and 
supportive and phenomenally 
talented, of course,” said Singh.

Zach Ruffin ‘17 later per-
formed a four-and-a-half-min-
ute dance with a mash-up of 
Kendrick Lamar’s songs, “i,” 
“m.A.A.d. City,” “untitled 04,” 
and “untitled 07 | levitate.” Al-
lowing his hoodie to fall on and 
off of his head freely, Ruffin 
smoothly performed various 
hip-hop moves to share a story 
of police brutality.

“I initially thought of and 
choreographed a dance that 
referenced the idea of police 
brutality, usually bouncing my 
ideas with a couple good friends 
of mine. Since there’s been a lot 

of social justice trouble for a 
while now, especially involv-
ing police brutality, I wanted to 
add my own commentary to the 
mix,” said Zach Ruffin ‘17.

While Taylor Crutison ‘16, 
Allegra Stewart ‘18, and Vien-
na Kuhn ’16 sang “Jealous” by 
Labrinth, Luzuriaga and Liz-
zie McGonagle ‘16 walked on 
stage donning matching grey 
dresses. The dancers’ mirrored 
movements and supporting lifts 
indicated a sense of together-
ness, while certain jumps and 
embellishments opposing each 
other portrayed contrast and 
dynamism.

“I was personally most at-
tached to Lizzie’s and my duet, 
which we choreographed and 
danced to symbolize the fact 
that we’re preparing to say 
goodbye to each other, to Ando-
ver, and to the incredible dance 
community that Andover offers. 
The Dance Department has re-
ally been my home for my three 
years at Andover, and leaving it 
is going to be so, so hard,” said 
Luzuriaga.

Editor’s Note: This article originally 
ran on May 20,  2016.

LAUREN W. LEE
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Footnotes emphasized fun and energy in their dance to “Give up the Funk.”
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The entire cast of Applachian Spring came together for the final wedding scene as members of orchestra accompa-
nied them. 
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Erin Strong, Instructor in Dance, choreographed “Take 507.”

R.KINDANGEN/THE PHILLIPIAN
Dance open held four shows each consisting of 16 dances.
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Lizzie McGonagle: Taking on Different 
Emotions and Personas in Dance

Dressed in a flowing pink 
jumpsuit, Lizzie McGonagle 
’16 leaps across the stage of 
Tang Theatre. As the lights 
dim, McGonagle and four oth-
er dancers begin a series of in-
tricate hand and footwork be-
fore gracefully gliding hand in 
hand off the stage. McGonagle 
performed this dance sharing 
the lead role of “best friend” 
with Sara Luzuriaga ’16 in the 
Winter Term production of 
“Appalachian Spring.”

“[Tang Theatre] is a space 
that so many before me have 
been on and so many after me 
will continue to be on, and I 
was so humbled to be in that 
space and be in this area [for 
“Appalachian Spring”]. It was 
really sad and bittersweet, but 
it was also a nice way for me 
to recognize that it is such a 
beautiful thing to appreciate 
these glorious moments that 
we have. It was really nice, and 
it was definitely an incredibly 
proud moment,” said McGona-
gle.

Along with “Appalachian 
Spring,” McGonagle has par-
ticipated in many performanc-
es as a member of Andover 
Dance Group (ADG), Ando-
ver’s advanced modern dance 
group, and Blue Strut, Ando-
ver’s jazz dance group. McGo-
nagle has been a part of these 

dance groups since her Junior 
year at Andover, and has gath-
ered valuable experience from 
her time in the groups.

“I think that [ADG] has 
made me understand how 
complex emotions like happi-
ness, like sadness and anger; 
it’s not just that you’re angry, 
it’s a complex thing that you 
feel on a very nuanced level 
for each person. But then… I 
think that the dances that we 
tend to do with [Blue Strut] are 
a little sassier, they definitely 
make us, as dancers, feel sexy, 
and I think that it is about em-
powering ourselves,” said Mc-
Gonagle.

McGonagle was first intro-
duced to dance when she was 
three-years old, after she went 
to a Boston Ballet showing 
of “The Nutcracker.” It was 
during this very show that Mc-
Gonagle decided she wanted to 
dance, and her mother subse-
quently signed her up for her 
first lessons.

“I think the thing that keeps 
me continually attracted to 
dance, or why I’m still attract-
ed to it after all this time is I 
really love my personal re-
lationship and the way I’ve 
come to know and understand 
myself through dance. I think 
that that’s a really big part of 
my identity and who I am… 
There’s just something about 
the quality of movement in 
the way that I’m allowed to 
explore movement and phys-

ical space with my body and 
even my physical body through 
dance that I think is something 
that’s unique to dance, and you 
can’t do it in any other plat-
form,” said McGonagle.

Since that showing of “The 
Nutcracker,” McGonagle has 
never stopped dancing. Ac-
cording to McGonagle, her 
favorite part of dance is per-
forming and sharing her dance 
with the audience.

“I think that the best part 
of it is being able to share that 
personal side with so many 
people and no matter what 
character or what emotion or 
thing you’re supposed to por-
tray on stage, it’s also some-
thing within you that you’re 
sharing. It’s how I deal with 
pain, or how I deal with happi-
ness or joy, or how I deal with 
feeling empowered and feeling 
sexy, and that’s what I portray 
onstage and give to the audi-
ence. I feel that’s an incredible 
gift to give and it’s something 
that I’m always so thankful 
that audiences come and see 
me,” said McGonagle. 

McGonagle specifically ac-
knowledges Judith Wombwell, 
Instructor and Chair in Dance, 
as her primary mentor and role 
model at Andover. Wombwell 
has been McGonagle’s dance 
instructor and advisor during 

her time at Andover.
McGonagle said, “We’ve 

gotten to know each other on 
a very personal level. I really 
value her opinion, value her 
as a person, and I really have 
a special place in my heart 
for her… Having her know me 
on an academic level but on a 
personal level and in the dance 

studio has just made her some-
one that I truly love and ad-
mire.”

Although McGonagle will 
not major in dance in college, 
she hopes to pursue dance as 
an extracurricular activity, and 
as a hobby, for the rest of her 
life. 

HANNAH ZHANG

Sara Luzuriaga: Infusing Existentialism into Dance

With five minutes before 
the curtains to the stage rose, 
Sara Luzuriaga ’16 rushed 
over to her fellow dancers, ei-
ther to embrace them in a big 
group hug or to brush up the 
finishing touches of a friend’s 
makeup. Then, as Luzuriaga 
recalled to The Phillipian, she 
reviewed her choreography 
alone, actively thinking about 
the meaning of the show and 
dance she was about to portray.

“Before shows, I like to just 
spend time with the rest of the 
dancers. I just love the moment 
before we perform no matter 
what context that is. Before ev-
ery performance, there is this 
energy because you have no 
idea what will happen when 
you get on stage… And shar-
ing that moment before every 
show, jumping off a cliff of 
sorts, there is a sense [that] no 
matter what happens, we have 
practiced and worked hard to-
gether,” said Luzuriaga.

Prompted by her musical 
upbringing, Luzuriaga began 

pursuing dance at the age of 
three. Her father, who is a clas-
sical music composer, exposed 
Luzuriaga to many concerts 
and because Luzuriaga is half 
Ecuadorian, most of her family 
in Ecuador likes to dance, es-
pecially to salsa.

“My mom says I was always 
meant to be a dancer, but I just 
loved moving and express-
ing myself [through dance] 
and there is something about 
dance because it is not only an 
art form, but a really athletic 
art form so it releases stress in 
your body – you have to work 
hard and push yourself, and 
there is also that creative com-
ponent as well,” said Luzuria-
ga.

Although Luzuriaga has tak-
en ballet, jazz, modern, and 
hip-hop, her favorite dance 
styles are jazz and modern. 
For Luzuriaga, jazz is more 
engaging because it requires 
the dancer to perform dynamic 
dance tricks, however, she pre-
fers to choreograph her dances 
in modern.

“I like modern dance a lot 
too because it allows for this 

creativity,” said Luzuriaga. 
“It’s kind of like modern art 
in that way, stepping away 
from traditional ballet forms 
and doing things that are ex-

perimental. Questioning what 
dance really is… I think that is 
a really cool thing to explore.”

Since coming to Andover 
as a new Lower, Luzuriaga 
has been an active member of 
Andover Dance Group (ADG). 
She is also the current co-head 
of Andover’s jazz dance group, 
Blue Strut, and recently direct-
ed and choreographed her own 
dance show based on themes 
of existentialism, identity, and 
relationships.

“I took Existentialism this 
past fall with [Thomas Hodg-
son, Instructor in Philosophy 
and Religious Studies] and it 
was an amazing class. I end-
ed up discovering that our 
lives are so important if only 
because we have this ability 
to make choices and choose 
the path our lives take, and 
one of the works we studied 
was ‘Thus Spoke Zarathustra’ 
among other things by Ni-
etzsche, and that work real-
ly struck me because it spoke 
a lot about art and dance and 
exploring the agency we have 
and creating our own values 
and I thought it was just beau-

tiful and so inspiring,” said Lu-
zuriaga.

Luzuriaga cites Judith 
Wombwell, Instructor and 
Chair of Theatre and Dance, as 
one of her greatest inspirations 
at Andover. After working with 
Luzuriaga for three years in 
ADG, Ms. Wombwell also ad-
vised and guided her through 
her Theatre-902 choreography 
project.

Luzuriaga said, “You know 
all the things I mentioned 
about considering what dance 
really is, [Ms. Wombwell] has 
really pushed me beyond my-
self, beyond dancing, to think 
about what I am actually con-
tributing to the world through 
my choreography and my 
dancing.”

In college, Luzuriaga plans 
to continue her passion for 
inter and multidisciplinary 
dance. She also hopes to fur-
ther study the intersection of 
dance with creative writing 
and philosophy. 

ALICE TANG
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Sara Luzuriaga ’16 is Co-Head of Blue Strut, Andover’s jazz dance group.
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McGonagle is Co-Captain of Andover Dance Group. 
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Sara Luzuriaga ’16 hopes to study the intersection of dance and philosophy in college.
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Lizzie Mcgonagle is Co-Captain of Andover Dance Group. 
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Lizzie McGonagle hopes to continue to incorporate dance into her life. 



Grasshopper Night Presents the ’60s

A pierce whistle sounded 
as a lone spotlight focused on 
Zachary Ruffin ’17, a member of 
Hypnotiq, Andover’s hip-hop 
dance group. Ruffin danced 
to the center of the stage in 
Tang Theater while The Jack-
son 5’s “Rockin’ Robin” plays. 
Four other male dancers from 
Hypnotiq joined Ruffin when 
strobe lights begin to flicker. A 
few moments later, the female 
members of Hypnotiq filled 
the stage and continued the 
routine to a mash-up of songs 
from the 1960s, including “My 
Girl,” “Man’s World,” “Dancing 
in the Streets” and “Respect.”

“[Grasshopper] is one of the 
biggest shows of the year that’s 
filled with such student enthu-
siasm for what each of us is 
doing,” said Lizzie McGonagle 
’16, Dance Director for Grass-
hopper Night. “Regardless of 
whether you’re a stagehand or 
a stage manager, you come into 
the role with such love and ex-
citement for what you’re doing 
[that] you put on a great show 
that people love to watch. It’s 
a really fun show where some 
of the most talented students 
at Andover get to share their 
talents.”

After two hours of discus-
sion earlier this year, McGona-
gle and her co-directors, Keito 
Mahaniah ’16 and Janice Cheon 
’16, decided on the 1960s as a 
theme for this year’s Grass-
hopper Night. They chose this 
theme in hopes that the era’s 
vibrant culture and plethora of 
social justice issues would in-
spire a number of acts.

Mahaniah, Theater Director 
for Grasshopper Night, said, 
“The idea of the ’60s is this 

newfound form of expression. 
There was a turnaround in the 
60s to a more open, rock and 
roll feel. [The directors] felt we 
wanted to represent that it was 
the start of modern variation in 
entertainment, and that’s what 
we have [at Grasshopper]. We 
have four a capella groups, all 
different styles, four dance 
groups, all different styles, and 
other types of groups. We have 
a band. We have Photon. It’s 
[an] embracement of new ideas 
and new music.”

Since Grasshopper shared 
Tang with the Theater-920 
production of “Hairspray” lat-
er in the fall term, the Grass-
hopper performers worked 
around a large hole at center 
stage that acted as the orches-
tra pit in the elaborate set for 
“Hairspray.”

“[The hole] is supposed to 
make the stage look like a re-
cord, which I hope people 
will understand, otherwise it 
just looks like there’s a hole in 
the stage. We’re not using the 
‘Hairspray’ set, because we do 
want to make it clear we are 
a different production from 
‘Hairspray’. ‘Hairspray’ is a 
faculty-run production [while] 
Grasshopper is totally student 
run,” said McGonagle. 

Tessa Jarden ’16 and Cam 
Mesinger ’16 served as the em-
cees for the show, helping to 
guide the audience through 
the various acts. The pair act 
as themselves travelling back 
in time 60 days to improve 
their final Spring Term grades, 
but accidentally traveling back 
to the 1960s instead.

McGonagle said, “We have 
two female emcees, which I 
think is really powerful be-
cause we made it to be talking 
about feminism and feminism 

in comedy and being confident 
in that women can do comedy, 
and women are funny and can 
do smart comedy. I think that’s 
a really nice message that 
we’re able to send, as well as 
with a lot of the acts, because 
the ’60s were a time of social 
movement and social change, a 
lot of the acts have some sort of 
message with them.”

Azure, Andover’s all-girl a 
capella group, kicked off the 
night with a mash up of “Rock-
in’ Robin” and “Proud Mary,” 
both iconic songs from the 
’60s. The group began the song 
with black peacoats on, but as 
the beat of the song picked up 
and the lights brightened, the 
group shed their jackets and 
moved around the perimeter of 
the hole in the stage. Swaying 
together, Azure sang a cheer-
ful, catchy tune, with higher 
pitched harmonies comple-

menting the soloists.
“This year we’re trying to 

go lighthearted, fun, upbeat 
– hoping to get the crowd en-
gaged,” said Taylor Crutison 
’16, the Co-Head of Azure. “I 
think that’s the kind of vibe we 
got from [the songs we chose], 
and we’re hoping to transfer 
what we feel from the songs 
[to] singing them to the audi-
ence and the energy on stage.”

Spinning rainbow lights, 
Photon, Andover’s poi group, 
creates geometric designs in 
the dark theater. Based on the 
Apollo 11 moon landing, the 
group set the performance to 
a mashup of “Beyond Monday,” 
by The Glitch Mob, “A Sky 
Full of Stars,” by Coldplay and 
“Interstellar,” by Laszlo. Neil 
Armstrong’s famous message 
from the moon also plays in 
their audio.

Jason Yung ’18, a mem-

ber of the group, said, “I find 
that performances are really 
special and are a lot different 
from practicing on your own 
because you show what you’re 
doing to the audience and you 
let more people learn about 
poi. To the general public this 
is a relatively unknown thing, 
and it’s nice to make it more 
well known because there’s 
a really nice community sur-
rounding us.”

gy and excitement and ner-
vousness. Everyone has been 
working extremely hard… and 
I’m really excited to see [ev-
eryone] get together and bring 
out that energy into a cohesive 
from.”

Editor’s Note: This article originally 
ran on October 22, 2015.

STAFF REPORT
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Grasshopper Night featured 12 different acts and four sold-out shows.

From Hawaii to Haiti: Women of the World 
Traverses Globe With Audience

As the African drum re-
sounded in Cochran Chapel, 
Women of the World, an all-fe-
male quartet, gestured for the 
audience to stand up. Looking 
at one another, the audience 
members rose in confusion. 
Eager to get the crowd mov-
ing, one of the singers, Annette 
Philip, taught the audience 
simple dance moves while the 
rest of the quartet sang capti-
vating harmonies.

Women of the World re-
turned to the Cochran Chapel 
this winter term for the first 
time in three years. The per-
formance showcased a variety 
of songs from Bulgaria, Japan, 
Hawaii, Italy and many other 
places, as well as music from a 
band and some dancing.

Ayumi Ueda, the founder 
of Women of the World, said, 
“We all met at Berklee College 
of Music, and this was my big-
gest dream. I wanted to play 
music with people all over the 
world. I was always dreaming 
because when I was a kid in Ja-
pan, there [weren’t] many op-
portunities to see music from 
other countries… when I came 
to the United States, it was my 
dream place. Now I have Indi-
an friends, friends from Haiti, 
Italy, Canada, Brazil.”

To commemorate their 
trip to Hawaii, Women of 
the World singers performed 
“Makana.” According to Ueda, 
“makana” means “gift” in Ha-
waiian. Opening with a sweet 
melody, Ueda led the song in 
verse. The rest of the singers 
joined in harmony and invit-
ed the audience to sing the 
chorus with them. Following 
an instrumental section, the 
singers split into two parts: 
one group repeated the chorus 
and the other sang a different 
rhythm. Eventually, all four 
slowed down to sing the final 
word, “aloha,” in unison.

“[This song was about the] 
beautiful gifts and message we 
received in Hawaii… We want-
ed everyone to be part of it,” 
said Ueda. 

Later, the group sang “La 
Tibonit,” a folk tune from 
Haiti. The piece began with a 
steady beat from the African 
drums, as Deborah Pierre, a 
member of the group, softly 
hummed dynamic notes. The 
rest of the singers joined in 
with soft, background chords. 
By the end of the song, Pierre’s 
voice soulfully projected above 
the background vocals.

“I felt it was necessary to 
choose [La Tibonit] and liber-
ate it in a way. To bring back 
hope, to bring it to now, to the 
present… I am a child of the 
diaspora, and I’ve had much 
more opportunity than [the 
people in Haiti] have, and I 
still carry that in my genes, I 
still carry it in my blood. So I 
have the ability to give hope 
back, so it’s not just damaged, 
it’s still hopeful through sing-
ing,” said Pierre.

One of the highlights of 
the night was “Kafal Sviri,” 
a Bulgarian song. Opening 
with loud, powerful, harmon-
ic chords, the song provided 
contrast to the rest of the per-
formance’s repertoire. These 
intensified chords were offset 
by sudden quiet notes at the 
end of every verse. Halfway 
through, the piece took a ma-
jor turn with a sudden moment 
of silence that preceded a dra-
matic increase in both speed 
and sound. The song then 
reached a more joyful state be-
fore ending on strong chords

“I really love all Bulgarian 
music because of the harmo-
nies. They’re so close together, 

all in seconds, and there’s a lot 
of dissonance. I really enjoy 
the resolution and tension and 
in terms of vocal technique, 
since it is really unusual… 
[Bulgarians] do a lot of odd 
rhythms so it’s tasty, it’s fun to 
eat that up,” said Philip.

The singers performed a 
range of songs from over eight 
different countries, each song 
having a unique, personal sto-
ry behind it. In an interview 
with The Phillipian, Philip ex-
plained the process Women of 
the World goes through to se-
lect these songs.

“[We pick songs based on] 
whatever inspires us, whatev-
er is exciting or challenging or 
very difficult or very simple. It 
could be anything that makes 
us feel something, or makes 
us want to learn something 
new. Sometimes it’s a rhyth-
mic aspect, sometimes it’s the 
difficulty of the melody, or of 
course, most importantly, the 
message behind it. That’s real-
ly important, if there’s a great 
story to tell,” said Philip. 

Editor’s Note: This article originally 
ran on February 19, 2016.

LAUREN W. LEE
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Women of the World traveled to Hawaii earlier in the year.

Mike Block & Sandeep Das 
Introduce Classical 

Indian Music &
Traditional Celtic Songs 

With a swing of his bow, Mike 
Block, a cellist, prompted the 
audience to hum a single note 
in unison. Using this sound as 
a foundation for the next piece, 
Block began to play “Lieutenant 
Maguire’s Jig,” a traditional 
Celtic song. Sandeep Das impro-
vised a colorful rhythm on the 
tabla, a percussion instrument, 
as Block progressed through the 
song. The combination of the 
audience’s humming, the flow-
ing melody, and the spontaneous 
drum beats created a trance-like 
effect in the overall tone of the 
song.

The duo concert, featuring 
Block and Das, was held in the 
Timken Room last Friday night. 
The performance showcased 
a variety of songs from India, 
Scandinavia, Nepal, the Middle 
East, and many other places. 
The duo met while playing in Yo 
Yo Ma’s Silk Road Ensemble in 
2005 and have been playing as a 
duo since 2013.

“[Yo Yo Ma] did the role of the 
instigator… and [Mike and I] met 
and we said, ‘Let’s share some 
music!’ We played for 15 minutes 
in his apartment and we imme-
diately knew that we could have 
a great time together,” said Das.

The duo focused on blending 
both Western and Indian classi-
cal music to show the audience 
how to have respect for different 
cultures, according to Das.

“I come from Indian classi-
cal tradition and Mike, as you all 
know, comes from Western clas-
sical tradition and the repertoire 
we chose was kind of a meeting 
in between… It’s not about di-
luting myself and turning into 
a Western classical musician 
or turning him into an Indian 
classical musician; [it’s] to show 
the people that… once you have 
learned one thing well enough, 
you can really branch out and 
do anything you want, and it 
will still sound great because 
you have tremendous respect for 
each other’s cultures and then 
[whoever] you collaborate with 
is very pure,” said Das.

In a fusion between Das’s In-
dian culture and Block’s Ameri-
can culture, the duo performed 
a mashup of a “Raghupati Ra-
ghav Raja Ram,” a traditional 
Indian prayer song and “Where 
the Soul of Man Never Dies” by 
Hank Williams, an American 
gospel song. Beginning with a 
stirring melody, Block played 

with long, graceful bow strokes 
as Das gradually entered the 
song with steady and powerful 
drumbeats. Block then began to 
sing alternating lines from both 
songs, creating one unified mel-
ody. Halfway through, the mood 
shifted as Block quickened his 
bow strokes and Das began to 
play with more fervor, both mu-
sicians grinning as they played. 
To end the song, Das played a re-
sounding thump as Block’s bow 
concluded with a flourish.

“[My favorite piece] was the 
piece where they did the mash-
up between the Indian song and 
the American folk song. It was a 
really interesting fusion of cul-
tures. I really liked how they in-
corporated [Sandeep’s] heritage 
and the culture that comes with 
it and they made it more acces-
sible, especially to an American 
audience… by incorporating the 
Western elements, so I thought 
that was really interesting. The 
musical and auditory effect was 
really impressive, especially 
when [Mike Block switched] 
between languages [while sing-
ing]. I thought the contrast was a 
little jarring, but it was also very 
interesting and it added another 
dimension towards a piece that 
was already very complex,” said 
Adrienne Zhang ’18, an audience 
member.

During the concert, the duo 
set aside a portion for Das to 
showcase his tabla playing. Das 
played a series of rapid, resound-
ing drum beats that gradually in-
creased in speed and sound. He 
also explained the process of his 
tabla training. According to Das, 
learning tabla was more about a 
way of life rather than learning a 
particular instrument.

“[The way I began playing the 
tabla] was more by accident. My 
class teacher called my father 
when I was eight-years-old to 
complain that, ‘He disturbs the 
class by tapping on the desk, he’s 
constantly tapping on the desk, 
and when he’s not or when I 
ask him not to, he starts tapping 
with his feet. You should proba-
bly take him to a doctor.’ Instead 
of taking me to a doctor, my fa-
ther bought me my first pair of 
drums and my first lesson, and 
that’s how the journey began. 
My first guru was Shiv Kumar 
Singh and then my father took 
me to a maestro of tabla playing, 
Kishan Maharaj, and [I] learned 
from him,” said Das.

Editor’s Note: This article originally 
ran on  April 7, 2016.

Hannah Zhang
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Janice Cheon: Finding Her Community Through Violin

Tossing her violin to her friend, 
Janice Cheon ’16, rushed backstage 
to get dressed for her next dance 
during Andover Dance Group’s 
spring performance this past year. 
In the show, Cheon danced, cho-
reographed, and played the violin.

Cheon began taking violin les-
sons when she was seven after four 
years of piano lessons. She decided 
to switch instruments because of 
the versatility that violin provided.

“You can play orchestra music, 
chamber music, pursue a solo ca-
reer, and also do different kinds of 
orchestras: pit orchestras in musi-
cals, and also operas; not just sym-
phonic repertoire,” said Cheon. 
“[Violin] gave me a chance to meet 
other musicians, whereas piano 
for me just limited a lot – it’s a lot 
of solo repertoire, and unless you’re 
really active and go out and find 
other groups, it’s kind of hard to 
stay connected to the broader mu-
sical world.”

As inspiration, Cheon usually 
does extensive research for each 
piece of music she is learning. The 
research helps to inform Cheon on 
how to play her piece. 

“Recently I played a Ravel piece. 
To understand Ravel, you have to 
understand his time. So first I re-
search that particular piece, then 
branch out, what other composers 
have done similar things around 
him? What other pieces has he 
written that use similar motifs, 

similar techniques, similar moods 
and color changes? Then I research 
the time period as well. Like Ravel 
is late 1800s early 1900s France - 
what was going on? What kind of 
movements, like impressionism? 
What happened then?” said Cheon.

Since arriving at Andover, Cheon 
has embraced the musical com-
munity on campus as a member of 
the Academy Orchestra, Chamber 
Orchestra, and shows such as the 
annual Grasshopper Night and “Ap-
palachian Spring”.

“Before coming to Andover, I 
was just involved with orchestra, 
and even that was just like once 
a week. But coming here, I’ve be-
come a much stronger chamber 
musician. I’ve done at least one 
[small performance] group every 
term… Andover is unique because 
even in a lot of conservatories, most 
students specialize in one thing, 
but Andover has allowed me to do 
so many different types [of perfor-
mance]; they’ve helped create in 

me a well-rounded musician.” said 
Cheon.

On campus, Cheon is extremely 
close to the music faculty, and she 
considers Christopher Walter, In-
structor in Music, one of her great-
est mentors.

“I’ve known [Walter] since [Ju-
nior] fall, since he accompanied me 
in a student recital,” said Cheon. 
“He’s just taught me so much out-
side of the classroom, in rehearsal 
spaces. He’s actually been probably 
the most inspiring person for me to 
see how you can still make music 
part of your life even in academia, 
and how you can take an academic 
approach to music, which is what 
I’m interested in. It’s just been so 
special to work with him in that 
context as a performer and as a stu-
dent,”

Cheon plans on continuing to 
perform in a chamber orchestra in 
college, and she may study musical 
performance for her major. 

ANDI CHENG

Sergio De Iudicibus: Exploring 
Shubert in Piano

After a long car ride listen-
ing to the classical music his 
grandparents loved, Sergio de 
Iudicibus ’16 arrived at their 
apartment excited to try to 
play the music on the piano. 
Attempting to remember and 
execute the pieces he had just 
heard on the radio, De Iudici-
bus began tinkering around 
with the notes on the grand 
piano that his grandparents 
always left open. Immediately 
after, he asked to start taking 
piano lessons and began pur-
suing a passion for classical 
music and piano.

“My grandparents, they’re 
both amateur classical musi-
cians, so I’d always spend time 
with them and they’d have 
classical music in the radio, or 
they’d be trying to play some-
thing on the piano, probably 
failing,” said De Iudicibus.

Coming from Brazil, De Iu-
dicibus found it more difficult 
to follow his passion at home 
due to Brazil’s limited clas-
sical music history. Andover 
has provided him with many 
opportunities that were un-
available to De Iudicibus in his 
home country. 

“I’ve had exposure to won-
derful instruments, and to 
teachers who have given me 
very constructive advice,” said  
De Iudicibus. “I’ve also been 

able to manage my time well, 
so that I’ve always had enough 
rehearsal time or practice 
time. But I think it’s the shar-
ing of ideas with teachers and 
other students that I manage 
to find a way to express my 
ideas, or to express ideas that 
I didn’t know I had. Not effi-
ciently, but perhaps more ef-
fectively.”

At Andover, De Iudicibus 
encountered teachers and stu-
dents who have helped him 
grow technically and taught 
him to be more vocal about his 
ideas, including Christopher 
Walters, Instructor in Music.

“Mr. Walter… [is] one of the 
few teachers who specializes 
in Schubert, for example. I re-
ally like Schubert. I’ve also had 
access to [a] conservatory – the 
New England Conservatory in 
Boston – because Andover is 
so close to the city, and also 
[being at Andover has] given 
me the chance to collaborate 
with other students who also 
like classical music, because 
ensemble work is also just as 
important as solo work,” said 
De Iudicibus.

According to De Iudicibus, 
performing his first solo recit-
al last year, as an Upper, was 
one of the proudest moments 
in his piano career. A highlight 
for De Iudicibus in that recit-
al was performing a piece by 
Schubert, who is currently one 

of his top three favorite com-
posers.

“I gave a hour-ish long per-
formance of two short Chopin 
études and one long Schubert 
sonata. And I was proud be-
cause no one ever plays a late 
Schubert piece, just because 
they’re all really long and 
drudging and difficult to un-
derstand… [I was proud that] 
I found myself being mature 
enough to pull off a recital, 
and being so well-celebrated 
by the people who came: my 
teachers and friends,” said De 
Iudicibus.

De Iudicibus says he is in-
spired by many parts of his 
life, such as teachers, friends, 
and recordings of pianists. 

“Often times, [I’m inspired 
by] literature that’s associated 
with pieces. For example, I’m 
doing a song cycle at the end 
of the term, that’s based on a 
series of love poems, and the 
way you should interpret the 
music is highly reliant on the 
type of feeling that the poetry 
expresses,” said De Iudicibus. 

De Iudicibus will contin-
ue piano lessons in college, 
although he does not plan to 
pursue it as a major. 

DEA BARRETO LAGESSE
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Sergio de Iudicibus ’16 is finds inspiration in literature that is associated with his music pieces.

Tiffany Tien: Learning 
Patience in Percussion

With one arm suspended in 
the air in anticipation, Tiffa-
ny Tien ’16 awaited the cue of 
Christopher Walter, Instructor 
in Music, as she performed the 
piece “Carmina Burana” in the 
Shanghai Symphony Hall. Tien 
played the piece during the 
spring music tour to Shanghai 
during her Upper year. 

“It was a dream come true. 
And then this year, we went to 
California, and it was fun again 
to see all the beautiful venues 
that we played at, so I was saying 
that those specifically are mem-
ories that are really special, but 
as a whole, on campus, I think 
that the Music Department and 
the people in it are really friend-
ly, and when you go [to rehears-
al] it’s not like you’re at school 
anymore. It’s like a different 
place,” said Tien.

Tien has been playing per-
cussion instruments since she 
was in fourth grade. One of her 
favorite aspects of percussion is 
the ability to play a large variety 
of instruments. At Andover, she 
has been involved in the Acad-
emy Orchestra, the Academy 
Chamber Orchestra, the Acade-
my Band, and Drumline. 

“[Percussion is] a unique part 
of the orchestra, because ev-
erything you play is like a solo. 
It’s not where there’s so many 
strings. So there’s a leadership 
aspect to it, where you’re in 
the back, setting the tempo, but 
there’s also a huge blending as-
pect to it, because percussion 
doesn’t usually get the melody 
or anything like that,” said Tien.

Percussion has taught Tien 
patience, leadership, and inde-
pendence. The patience comes 
from playing pieces where Tien 
only plays a few times through-
out the entire song. 

“In addition to patience, I’ve 

probably learned leadership and 
independence, because I used to 
be a little more shy, but when I 
started playing in orchestras, I 
realized that, there was nowhere 
I could blend into, so I learned 
how to talk to adults pretty ear-
ly on, with that. Just being more 
outgoing,” said Tien. 

Tien has greatly enjoyed both 
the faculty in the Music De-
partment and the students that 
are involved with the Andover 
music program. The Music De-
partment has provided her with 
a chance to work with a lot of 
different people in a variety of 
different mediums. 

“[I enjoy working with] 
Charles Stacy, who composes 
everything. He loves percussion, 
so I do a lot for him… [and] Mr. 
Lorenço, I’ve taken an IP with 
him – he’s the Drumline Advisor, 
I see him all the time. He plays 
with me in the orchestra… and 
just the other kids there, you see 
them all the time if you’re a mu-
sician,” said Tien. 

Andover has also allowed 
Tien to become more expressive 
and confident and try things out-
side of her comfort zone. 

“Andover’s the kind of com-
munity that’s really differ-
ent from what I’m used to. So, 
whether that means… really 
contemporary, difficult stuff that 
Charles writes, because he loves 
that kind of music, or whether 
it’s being just the only percus-
sionist in the orchestra and hav-
ing to figure out how to do mul-
tiple parts alone,” said Tien. 

Tien plans on either concen-
trating or majoring in music in 
college. Having already met the 
percussion ensemble and coach 
at her college, she looks forward 
to being a part of the music de-
partment.

DEA BARRETO LAGESSE
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Tiffiany Tien ’16 has played percussion instruments since fourth grade.

Janice Cheon ’16 has been taking violin lessons since she was seven.
COURTESY OF CHARLES STACYJ.BECKWITH/THE PHILLIPIAN

Janice Cheon ’16 researches each pieces extensively before performing.



Angela Tang: Discovering Identity in Violin

Standing on the stage in 
Carnegie Hall last summer, 
Angela Tang ’16 launched 
into the violin concerto “Ser-
enade” by Leonard Bernstein. 
Tang described this moment 
to The Phillipian as a once-in-
a-lifetime opportunity, after 
she performed this piece last 
summer.

Tang has been playing the 
violin for almost 11 years, and 
it has become a significant 
part of her life since elementa-
ry school. As well as perform-
ing in Carnegie Hall, Tang has 
played in a radio show called 
‘From the Top,’ America’s Got 
Talent, Oregon Symphony, the 
Vancouver Symphony, Nation-
al Youth Orchestra, and the 
Youth Philharmonic.

“I’ve had certainly amaz-

ing experiences. I like playing 
the violin because I’ve done it 
for so long and it’s just part of 
who I am,” said Tang.

Since coming to Andover, 
Tang immersed herself in the 
music community. Current-
ly on campus, Tang is Presi-
dent of the Academy Cham-
ber Orchestra, the Academy 
Symphony Orchestra, and the 
Chamber Music Society. She 
also coordinates Andover 
Lawrence Strings, a commu-
nity engagement project.

“[Being president of the 
orchestras and the chamber 
music group] was definitely 
a very humbling experience,” 
Tang said. “I learned a lot 
from [James Orent, Conduc-
tor in Music,] about how to 
play the violin and how to be 
a section leader and also how 
to follow other people when 
you’re not placed in that posi-

tion; how to listen to them and 
play as a group rather than a 
soloist, and that’s a very im-
portant skill.”

After joining the National 
Youth Orchestra during her 
Lower year, Tang explained in 
an interview with The Phillip-
ian that she went through an 
identity crisis. The National 
Youth Orchestra made Tang 
realize that violin was a part 
of her identity, and she felt 
she was neglecting that part 
of herself. Tang ultimately 
decided to drop track so she 
could focus more on her mu-
sic.

“I felt really weird and sad 
because for two years, up until 
that point, I haven’t really en-
gaged with that part of myself, 
which is so important to me. 
It’s essentially a part of who I 
am,” said Tang. “I think Ando-

ver’s taught me to appreciate 
music more because I don’t 
have as much time to play it 
and when I do, I fall in love 
with it again. I didn’t have as 
much time to practice; I was 
running ten hours a week for 
practicing, and that was a big 
struggle for me during my Up-
per year to figure out what I 
wanted to do. I really enjoyed 
track, but I decided to drop 
it and focus on music. That’s 
what was more important to 
me.”

When learning a piece, 
Tang says that she will listen 
and watch videos of great mu-
sicians performing the piece, 
analyzing how they phrase 
certain parts or how they fin-
ger or bow the violin. Tang 
also cites Michael Rosen-
bloom, Adjunct Instructor in 
Music, as a major influence 

and inspiration in her life.
“I’m really lucky to have 

worked with my teacher, Mr. 
Rosenbloom. He’s an amaz-
ing musician; he really un-
derstands me and he really 
understands how to play vio-
lin. I think there are a lot of 
great musicians out there who 
know how to play and they do 
great things in their orches-
tras and as soloists, but Mr. 
Rosenbloom’s a really great 
teacher,” said Tang.

Next year in college, Tang 
is planning to either minor or 
double major in music.

“You don’t really need a de-
gree to play music,” Tang said. 
“I’d like to play in some kind 
of community orchestra when 
I get older… I’ll probably play 
in a few college ensembles.”

LAUREN LEE

Charles Stacy:
 Finding His Forte in Composing

Opening with blended, 
haunting melodies, Fidelio, 
Andover’s classical singing 
group, launched into “After 
I’m Gone,” an original com-
position by Charles Stacy ’16, 
based on Shakespeare’s “Son-
net 71.” Stacy cited this perfor-
mance to The Phillipian as one 
of his proudest moments in his 
compositional career.

“I wrote it over Spring 
Break [last year], which was 
kind of a tough time for me, 
and I worked with Mr. Walter 
to make the piece. It’s pret-
ty emotional for me. I didn’t 
know whether I was going to 
come back to school this year, 
and it’s kind of coincidental 
that I wrote something called 
‘After I’m Gone.’ It was a ten-
tative moment for me, and I 
really appreciate Mr. Walter’s 
support, getting the perfor-
mance done, and it’s still a re-
ally meaningful piece for me,” 
said Stacy.

Growing up in New York 
City, Stacy began watching 
concerts at venues like Carn-
egie Hall and Lincoln Center 
from a young age. His parents 
often compelled him to attend 
the concerts, and Stacy accred-
its his love for music to his ear-
ly concert-going days.

“I remember thinking it was 
fun to go out, but I rarely en-

joyed being dragged out and 
going to a concert and sitting 
there. Maybe I didn’t really 
enjoy practicing the violin, but 
my parents knew that it would 
be something that I’d really 
like, and so several years lat-
er I actually really appreciate 
it. Now it’s one of my greatest 
passions,” said Stacy.

At the age of three, Stacy be-
gan his music career with the 
violin. He joined the Children’s 
Orchestra Society in New York 
and, under the direction of his 
orchestra’s conductor, began 
to compose music when he was 
twelve. Since then, he has also 
taken up instruments such as 
the saxophone, piano, French 
horn, harp, trombone, and bas-
soon, while also taking voice 
lessons.

“My first composition teach-
er told me that I wrote stuff 
that was ridiculously difficult 
for the brass… French horn 
was my favorite instrument in 
the orchestra, and I just didn’t 
know anything about it, so I 
started taking lessons. And I 
kept that same mentality when 
I started learning harp and 
trombone and bassoon because 
those are instruments that one 
would find really often in or-
chestral composition… That’s 
really the reason I started 
learning different instruments, 
to understand how they work 
and to write music better suit-
ed for the instrument,” said 
Stacy.

During his time at Ando-
ver, Stacy has played both the 
violin and viola in chamber 
groups, Academy Symphony 
Orchestra, and Chamber Or-
chestra since his Junior year. 
He is a co-head of Fidelio, 
he has participated in a stu-
dent-formed band called the 
Beagles, Handbell Choir, and 
he has taken lessons in con-
ducting, composition, bassoon, 
voice, trombone, harp, and vio-
lin. Stacy values his experience 
with a wide variety of instru-
ments as they help him to com-
pose large orchestral music.

“From taking a bunch of 
lessons, I’ve really learned a 
lot about how to write for dif-
ferent instruments. That’s a 
superficial kind of growth,” 
Stacy said. “Before I came [to 
Andover], I really didn’t have 
anyone close who was serious 
about music. I came here, and I 
made some really close friends 
that were serious about music 
and through talking with them 
and through their friendship, 
I grew as a musician for sure. 
In another superficial way, I 
got really into analyzing scores 
and what not, and I wouldn’t 
have gotten into that had I not 
gone to [New England Con-
servatory Preparatory School] 
and seeing these other com-
posers, showing me these re-
ally contemporary scores, like, 

‘Woah, there’s music that ex-
ists like that out there.’ It really 
opened my eyes, and now, that 
is how I develop my composi-
tional style.”

When composing pieces, 
Stacy focuses primarily on tell-
ing a story through his music. 
He tends to write more dra-
matic works due to his person-
al preference towards more ex-
citing music.

“It’s really hard for me to 
write absolute music, in a way 
that you just have an idea and 
it’s about love or it’s about a 
place or something like that. 
It’s kind of hard for me be-
cause I like to have a direc-
tion of where I’m going, so if it 
tells a story, it helps me write 
the music better. In terms of 
subjects, [I use] mythology for 
sure, stories, I guess emotions 
– it depends on if I’m inspired 
to write something or not – 
[and] astronomy or science,” 
said Stacy.

For Stacy, coming to Ando-
ver has provided ample per-
formance opportunities for his 
compositions.

“It’s really cool because the 
music faculty [members] are 
extremely supportive and ex-
tremely friendly. There are 
some of my best friends among 
the faculty and the Music De-
partment, and they’re really 
supportive of my composition. 

Even though they think, and I 
agree, that I’m almost incapa-
ble of writing something that 
is playable by student musi-
cians here, I try, and they give 
me the opportunity to have 
stuff performed,” said Stacy.

Stacy began thinking about 
pursuing composition as a ca-
reer between his Lower and 
Upper year. Though it was dif-
ficult to shift his primary focus 
from academics to music, the 
support he received from the 
Music Department helped ease 
his transition.

“I’d say the biggest thing is 
that it’s really hard to pursue 
non-academics here, and by 
pursue, I mean [focus on] more 
than academics; it’s not an ex-
tracurricular. Academics is ex-
tra for me at this point. Getting 
the faculty on board with that 
was difficult, just because they 
were also concerned about my 
academic standing here and 
also my health, last year. But 
they’ve been incredibly sup-
portive, and I’m really grateful 
for that,” said Stacy.

Stacy will be furthering his 
passion and skill for compos-
ing in college. He will be study-
ing music composition with a 
concentration in film-scoring 
and plans to pursue a career in 
composition.

HANNAH ZHANG

E.KAUFMANN-LADUC/THE PHILLIPIAN
Charles Stacy ’16 enjoys composing dramatic pieces that focus on telling a story.

L.LUO/THE PHILLIPIAN

Angela  Tang ’16 has been featured in “America’s Got Talent.”

J.BECKWITH/THE PHILLIPIAN
Charles Stacy began playing the harp while at Andover.

C.ELKOUH/THE PHILLIPIAN

Angela  Tang ’16 has played violin for almost 11 years. 
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Azure

Stepping onto the soc-
cer field, Azure, Andover’s 
all-female student-run a cap-
pella group, performed the 
“Star-Spangled Banner” at a 
New England Revolution’s soc-
cer game last May. 

“[Azure doesn’t] get a lot of 
opportunities to go off campus 
and showcase our stuff outside 
of the Andover bubble, so [per-
forming at the New England 
Revolution’s soccer game] 
was really cool. We got to do a 

whole mic check, and we sang 
in a stadium for the first time, 
and we had to deal with the 
reverberation. It was a really 
cool experience,” said Lauren 
Luo ’16.

Led by co-heads Luo and 
Taylor Crutison ’16, Azure 
performs at a variety of events 
throughout the year includ-
ing Grasshopper Night, Abbot 
Cabaret, All-School Meetings, 
and Grandparent’s Weekend. 
The group is made up of 18 
girls and meets twice a week to 
learn a variety of fun arrange-
ments.

“Azure is really important to 

me because personally, Azure 
has always been a place for 
me to take music out of the 
academic sphere and to really 
love the music for the music, 
and not necessarily because of 
other factors like grades and 
parent pressure and things like 
that. My role in Azure, taking 
leadership and arranging mu-
sic and things like that, that’s 
always been my own thing and 
I’ve loved it, because I have a 
great time whenever the 18 of 
us get together,” said Luo.

Luo cites the spontaneity of 
the group as one of her favor-
ite parts of Azure as well as the 
support system that Azure cre-
ates for members.

“[One of my favorite parts of 
Azure is] when we’re around 
a piano and we all just spon-
taneously erupt into singing,” 
said Luo. “Another one of my 
favorite parts is when we get 
together for performances. 
You can tell that all the soloists 
are really nervous, and there’s 
a lot of nervous energy, but ev-
eryone’s also really excited. I 
just love to see everyone really 
come together and really pull 
things together for the perfor-
mance, for the greater good. I 
know that a lot of the times, 
people feel really nervous 
when they want to go on stage, 
and so it’s really inspiring to 
see them pull themselves to-
gether, because they know 
that there are 17 other girls out 
there supporting them.”

Looking back on the group 
this year, the current co-heads 
both believe that the group has 
grown in diversity in compari-
son to previous years.

“I’ve really felt that this 
year, Azure has been a lot more 

diverse in all aspects: racially, 
but also in terms of interests 
around campus and the styles 
of music that everyone enjoys. 
I think, especially this year, the 
diversity in our group has real-
ly ramped up and so I’ve been 
really excited about that,” said 
Luo.

Sabrina Appleby ’17 and Ki-
arah Hortance ’17 were chosen 
by Crutison and Luo to lead 
Azure next year. 

“Sabrina’s been in the group 
since her [Junior] year so, ob-
viously, she’s shown her ded-

ication to Azure. She’s always 
been one to be a leader within 
the group, always been trying 
to arrange music, so I think 
she’ll do a great job. And Ki-
arah just joined the group this 
year but within the year that 
she’s been in the group, she’s 
also demonstrated leadership 
skills. I think both of them to-
gether, they have very differ-
ent personalities types, and I 
think those combined will pro-
vide just a good combination of 
leaders within the group,” said 
Crutison.

HANNAH ZHANG

L.HAMANN/THE PHILLIPIAN

Azure performed a mash up of “Rockin’ Robin” and “Proud Mary,” at the 
annual Grasshopper Night. 

Gospel Choir

Clapping and dancing among 
nearly 150 singers from eleven 
different New England boarding 
schools, the members of Gospel 
Choir sang the spiritual song “I 
Open My Mouth to the Lord.” 
The performance occurred 
during the annual Gospel Fest, a 
one-day gospel choir collabora-
tion in which different boarding 
schools around New England 
perform and learn a variety gos-
pel songs. 

“It’s exciting for us because 
we’re really tiny so we don’t have 
a bass section, but when we’re 
at Gospel Fest there are basses. 
There’s so much more depth and 
it’s really fun,” said Duschia Bo-
det ’16, Co-Head of Gospel Choir.

Led by Bodet and Angela 
Dolan ’16, Gospel Choir is open 
to everyone on campus and 
meets once a week with a di-
rector from the Andover Baptist 
Church. Learning music by ear, 
Gospel Choir performs at vari-
ous events on campus and allots 
a rehearsal once a week to relax 
and to have fun singing gospel 
songs with peers.

“When [the songs we learn] 
come together, it sounds so beau-
tiful combined with the words 
of the piece. It brings a sense 
of peace and joy that I can’t get 

anywhere else on this campus. 
Gospel music is meant to em-
power and encourage so I think 
that’s a big part of our message 
when we sing to the communi-
ty,” said Dolan.

Reaching out to the larger An-
dover community, Gospel Choir 
performs in the Martin Luther 
King Day All-School Meeting 
each year. This year, the group 
sang “Lift Every Voice and Sing,” 
often referred to as the Afri-
can-American National Anthem, 
and “Perfect Praise” by Walt 
Whitman.

“[Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
allows us to] share the energy 
and the meaning and spirit be-
hind the music with the broad-
er community as well… We’re a 
very small choir of about seven 
people, but when we sing [“Per-
fect Praise”] we have a huge 
sound. Certain songs are like 
that. I don’t know why, but we 
have a huge sound and we’re so 
confident on it,” said Bodet.

Dolan continued, “People also 
come up to us a lot afterwards 
saying thank you so much for 
singing that song. It’s our favor-
ite and their favorite because of 
the impact the words have.”

Despite both graduating, and 
handing over the club to Emi-
ly Humphreys ’17 and Brianna 
Watson ’18 this fall, Bodet and 

Dolan hope Gospel Choir will 
continue to grow in size and 
form a better presence on cam-
pus next year, while maintaining 
its close-knit bond. 

“I think Gospel Choir is con-
ceived as something where you 
need to believe in Jesus and you 
need to be a good singer, and we 
don’t have the most fantastic 
singers on campus. Not everyone 
believes, so it’s hard getting peo-
ple to come in when they have a 
preconceived notion of it. Trying 
to rally the troupes is definitely 
[Gospel Choir’s] biggest goal,” 
said Dolan.

As the year draws to a close, 
the co-heads hope to build the 
club again through recruitment 
of Juniors and Lowers on cam-
pus. Bodet explained trying to 
grow their “family” of students 
who are passionate and commit-
ted to Gospel Choir.

Bodet said, “I know every-
one who’s in Gospel Choir re-
ally loves being a part of it and 
we often describe ourselves as 
a family. We’ll say we are not a 
team but we stick together… the 
camaraderie is really nice for 
the people in Gospel Choir and I 
hope others get the chance to be 
part of this too.”

LAUREN W. LEE

K.WANG/THE PHILLIPIAN

Gospel Choir sang “Lift Every Voice and Sing” at the Martin Luther King Day All-School Meeting this year.

Blue Strut

Although Blue Strut, Ando-
ver’s jazz dance group, finished 
their second collaborative Strut/
Hypno show, and were com-
pletely exhausted, they pulled 
themselves back together to per-
form an added third show due to 
the huge turnout.

“It was a really tiring show! 
But everyone in Strut pulled 
through and danced beautiful-
ly, with all their hearts, for both 
shows. I was so proud of all of 
them,” said Sara Luzuriaga ’16, 
co-head of Blue Strut.

Led by co-heads Luzuriaga, 
Lizzie McGonagle ’16, and Han-
nah Beaudoin ’17, Blue Strut per-
forms annually in dance events 
such as Grasshopper as well as in 
their own self-organized shows. 
The club also collaborates with 
other dance clubs like Hypnotiq, 
Andover’s hip-hop dance group, 
to further promote dance as an 
art form.

“[Blue Strut] feels that dance 
is a little underappreciated on 
campus because it’s an art form 
that a lot of people don’t really 
relate to or haven’t really been 
exposed to,” said Beaudoin. “I 
think there’s a lot of different 
ways we can collaborate with 
the dance department, so we 
definitely want to explore not 
just performing in the set Grass-
hopper and Dance Open, but 
maybe having our own show or 
working with Hypnotiq or [Slam, 
Andover’s step dance group] or 
[Footnotes, Andover’s tap dance 
group].”

The group prides itself on its 
tight-knit community, all of the 
members being close friends.

“There’s definitely a lot of 
talking when we come into the 

studio – we’re not always as pro-
ductive as I would like to be, but 
it’s good. We come in and we talk 
and we just share different de-
tails from our lives and our day 
and it’s really nice to be able to 
hear that and know that we’re 
comfortable sharing with each 
other,” said McGonagle.

According to Luzuriaga, Blue 
Strut continued to improve this 
year. Not only did this year’s 
group consist of talented danc-
ers, but the group’s passion for 
dance brought their perfor-
mance to a whole new level.

“We’re lucky to have such 
an incredible group of dancers 
across the board, and we’ve got-
ten so close to one another. It’s 
rare to have such a fun, support-
ive, and loving dance community, 
and this community has helped 
us become so much stronger. It’s 
also cool that we all love Strut so 
much. It’s only because of this 
love that we were able to have 
such strong dances and perfor-
mances, and put together a show 
like the Strut/Hypno show,” said 
Luzuriaga.

While next year’s co-heads 
have yet to be decided, Beaudo-
in, McGonagle, and Luzuriaga 
expect Blue Strut to continue 
progressing.

“The great thing about Blue 
Strut is that it keeps on grow-
ing. We keep on getting amazing 
dancers each year… We keep do-
ing more complicated choreog-
raphy, and we also made a big ef-
fort into making ourselves more 
known on campus… I hope to 
come back and see the Andover 
campus view Blue Strut as a pos-
itive, exciting outlet for creative 
movement,” said Luzuriaga.

SOPHIE HOANG
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Blue Strut performed at the annual Grasshopper Night.

T.RYNNE/THE PHILLIPIAN

Azure performed “Sugar” by Karmin at A Cappella Night.



Hypnotiq

As Hypnotiq, Andover’s 
hip-hop dance group, rehears-
es their choreography, Jus-
tice Robinson ’18, Co-Head of 
Hypnotiq, suddenly interrupts 
the music and begins beatbox-
ing over the song, leading the 
dancers to groove and freestyle 
to a totally new beat.

Hypnotiq meets bi-weekly to 
rehearse and choreograph for 
upcoming dance shows. They 
perform annually in Grasshop-
per Night, Dance Open, and 
other individually organized 
performances. Currently, Hyp-
notiq is led by Tiffany Bauman 
’16, Myioshi Williams ’17, and 
Robinson.

“The fact that we are student 
run means that we together as 
a team have to put ourselves 
together rather than having 
an instructor lead us, teaching 
us how to do things. So if we 
want to have a show, we have 
a show. If we want to perform 
at an event, we figure out how 
to do that… And it’s kind of 
a different outlet than most 
other things because the peo-
ple in Hypnotiq are definitely 
unique, and just seeing them in 
the paths and at school it’s, for 
me, really nice,” said Bauman.

For the members of Hyp-
notiq, the club is more of a 
family than a dance team. 
The members see each other 
almost every day, and often 
spend time with each other 
outside of rehearsals at brunch 
meetings.

“We sort of instilled this 
family idea and want to restart 
it,” said Williams. “Even when 
people were auditioning, we 
were like this is a family thing. 
You have to take out time from 

your day to spend time with 
your family members. You 
have to take time out of your 
day to give everybody in the 
group some sort of attention.”

The co-heads attribute Hyp-
notiq’s popularity on campus 
to their distinct hip-hop cho-
reography and music.

“I think a big reason why the 
campus needs Hypnotiq and 
why they seem to like Hyp-
notiq is because there is no 
other group like us at all, and 
there are no instructors here 
that excel in hip-hop choreog-
raphy… so [students] only get 
that experience from us,” said 
Robinson.

This year, continuing the 
goal of last year’s co-head, Ale-
jandra Uria ’15, the co-heads 
worked to involve Hypnotiq in 
more dance events instead of 
only performing in one or two 
annual performances.

“We definitely owe it a lot 
to the previous co-heads who 
had this idea of reconstructing 
Hypnotiq,” said Bauman. “[Ale-
jandra] wanted to make it a 
thing where we are always do-
ing something, we are always 
together. We are always trying 
to make it an event where we 
are scheduled to perform at. 
And it was difficult for [Ale-
jandra] because it was just her, 
so definitely she had the idea 
of reconstruction, and we felt 
that it was kind of our duty to 
continue her goals and we are 
definitely more advanced than 
we have been in the past.”

For next year, Robinson and 
Williams will continue lead-
ing the club. Robinson hopes 
to add some more dynamics 
to the Hypnotiq choreography 
and begin experimenting a bit 
more with movement and for-
mation.

“We tend to do dance moves 
where we are just standing 
there and we do all these cool 
moves and it looks great, but 
we are standing in one place. I 
would like for us to create an-
other dimension in our moves 
and take moves and travel 
with them to another spot, so 
just adding more complex lay-
ers, and I have no doubt in my 
mind that we can accomplish 
this but we just haven’t tried,” 
said Robinson.

ALICE TANG

L.LUO/THE PHILLIPIAN
Hypnotiq performed a mashup of pieces focusing on feminism during Grasshopper.

Yorkies

Donning white collared 
shirts and maroon sweat-
ers, The Yorkies huddled in a 
group in the center of the Tang 
Theatre stage, while Josh-
ua Kim ’17 belted the verse to 
Jackson 5’s “I Want You Back.” 
Although they sang at numer-
ous events this year, Nathaniel 
Redding ’16, co-head of The 
Yorkies, recounts Grasshopper 
Night as a particularly memo-
rable experience mirroring a 
professional production.

“Grasshopper Night was 
my favorite event because it’s 
really awesome to see some-
thing that you’ve worked real-
ly hard on come into fruition. 
I heard from tons of people 
it was the best performance 
they heard from The Yorkies 
in a really long time, and that 
was super reassuring. We had 
a whole bunch of new mem-
bers this year and it definitely 
reassured me that we picked a 
good group and that we were 
going to be able to have a good 
year,” said Redding.

For the past 15 years, The 
Yorkies, Andover’s all-male 
a capella group, has show-
cased a variety of voices and 
song genres within the Ando-
ver community. This year, led 
by Redding and Joel Peña ’16, 
the group has strived to form a 
close bond between the mem-
bers, beginning with the audi-
tion process.

“We look for people who 
are comfortable singing in 
front of others. We look for 
people who not only have a 
good voice, but people who we 
think will fit well in our group 
and are generally not afraid to 
put themselves out there,” said 

Peña.
While maintaining a group 

of 15 people, The Yorkies enjoy 
their brotherhood, which has 
allowed them to improve their 
sound as a group.

“When I came to Andover 
as a [Junior], I was super ner-
vous but I auditioned for The 
Yorkies and once I got in, it 
was immediately a super close 
community and one of the first 
groups in which I felt like I re-
ally belonged and the first of 
many homes at Andover,” said 
Redding.

As a popular tradition and 
example of their improved 
sound, The Yorkies take part 

in yearly “Yorkeling” during 
the winter term to spread hol-
iday spirit to many dorms on 
campus.

“[‘Yorkeling’ is] a time 
where, as a group, we have to 
come together and work real-
ly hard to learn this music in 
such a short period of time to 
perform to almost half of the 
dorms on campus… When we 
do perform, and we see how 
much they actually appreci-
ate the gesture, no matter how 
well or badly we sang, it’s an 
amazing experience,” said 
Peña.

Next year,  Johnny Rex ’17 
and Tyler Shen ’17 will lead 
The Yorkies, focusing primar-
ily on improving the group’s 
presence on stage as a whole as 
well as the recruitment of new 
members. 

“Our biggest challenge for 
next year is to develop a cul-
ture of inclusivity and excite-
ment… The traditional Yorkies 
audition may not be the most 
inviting – singing in front of 
a crowd of people for possi-
bly the first time – and often 
scares away excellent singers 
from the group. Many of the 
members in this years group 
did not audition their first 
year, including myself, and so 
we hope that we can find ad-
ditional ways to attract talent 
without removing the age-old 
Yorkies tradition,” said Shen in 
an email to The Phillipian.

LAUREN W. LEE
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Yorkies performed a mashup “In My Life” by The Beatles and “Want you 
Back” by Michael Jackson. 

Keynotes

The students cheered and 
hollered in Cochran Chapel as 
Jason O’Dwyer ‘18 began rap-
ping “Glory” by John Legend 
and Common from the recent 
Motion Picture, “Selma.” The 
song was part of this year’s 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
All-School Meeting (ASM).

“[‘Glory’] was by far our 
strongest performance of the 
year. It was the only time when 
we performed for impact, 
rather than worrying solely 
about audience response or 
the quality of the vocals… I 
still get chills thinking of sing-
ing onstage that day,” said Cam 
Mesinger ’16, co-head of Key-
notes.

Led by Co-Heads Mesinger, 
Alexa Rodriguez Pagano ’16, 
and Miriam Feldman ’18, Key-
notes is Andover’s co-ed a cap-
pella group on campus. The 
club brings a variety of people 
together to sing a wide range 
of music.

“We call ourselves the ‘Key-
notes fam’ because we’re a 
really tight-knit group, and 
the sense of community we’ve 
fostered this year is unlike any 
other club in which I’ve ever 
participated. Our rehearsals, 
a mix of joking around and 
actual learning, are the high-
lights of my week,” continued 
Mesinger.

The club prides itself on its 
welcoming and comfortable 
environment, especially after 
gaining seven new members 

this year. As a young a capella 
group founded four years ago, 
Keynotes provides not only an 
established community, but 
also an opportunity to meet 
new people, according to Feld-
man.

“You get to meet people 
who you maybe would have 
never met otherwise. You get 
to share a love for music with 
them, which is really fun. I 
think Keynotes is unique be-
cause a lot of people in Key-
notes do music outside, so we 
are a really technically musical 
group, and people can bring a 
lot of their outside expertise 
in,” said Feldman.

Looking forward, Feldman 
hopes to increase the presence 
of Keynotes as an a cappella 
group on campus. While Feld-
man will return as co-head, 
Emily Bachwich ‘17 and Dak-
oury Godo-Solo ‘17 will join 
her in leading the group next 
year.

“I think a big thing for us 
this year is consistency. We 
would work hard right before 
performances but I think next 
year we definitely have plans 
to keep our rehearsal schedule 
more consistent throughout 
the year and perform at more 
things other than just the big 
events like ASM or Grasshop-
per,” continued Feldman.

Mesinger said, “We have 
our struggles, like any group, 
but overall it’s such a joy to 
spend a few hours each week 
just jamming and singing our 
hearts out.”

LAUREN W. LEE
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Keynotes performed a mashup of “Oh Darlin” and “Yesterday” by The 
Beatles. 

O.BROKAW/THE PHILLIPIAN
Hypnotiq performed “Formation” by Beyonce with Blue Strut at the Stryp-
no dance show.

T.RYNNE/THE PHILLIPIAN

The Co-Heads of Yorkies for 2015-2016 were Joel Peña ’16 and Nate Redding 
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Andover Dance Group

With pink and green rib-
bons streaming behind them, 
Andover Dance Group (ADG) 
leaped across the stage accom-
panied by celebratory music in 
the wedding scene of “Appala-
chian Spring.” Inspired by the 
Martha Graham version, “Ap-
palachian Spring” was choreo-
graphed by Judith Wombwell, 
Instructor in Dance, and per-
formed by ADG this past win-
ter.

An audition-based modern 
dance performance ensemble, 
ADG functions as Andover’s 
primary dance performance 

group, traditionally holding 
at least one show every year 
and participating in big per-
formances on campus such as 
Dance Open. As a group, they 
strive to display the beautiful 
and physical aspects of dance, 
and to convey messages and 
emotions through performanc-
es.

“I think that ADG really 
showcases the physical labor 
that goes into dance but also 
the artistic beauty of it, and so 
I think that as a group, we on 
campus try and serve as a way 
to really show people what 
dance is and what you can do 
with dance,” said Lizzie McGo-
nagle ’16, Co-Captain of ADG.

The group primarily per-
forms modern and contempo-
rary dance, but occasionally 
performs other styles includ-
ing contemporary ballet and 
jazz. During Winter Term, 
ADG collaborated with the 
music department to perform 
“Appalachian Spring.” Over 
spring break, the group trav-
eled to San Francisco along 
with the music department to 
perform the show in various 
locations across the Bay Area.

“It was really exciting, 
mostly because it was just 
[these] enormous scale pieces 
and [they were] half an hour 
long. The part that I danced 
never went off stage for the 
entire show, so it was this re-
ally big, difficult production 
that Ms. Wombwell had cho-
reographed. And it required 
a really big ensemble, and I 
think that’s why we took a lot 
of dancers for Andover Dance 
Group this year because ‘Appa-
lachian Spring’ required this 
ensemble that was able to move 
and ebb and flow in a way that 
it moved with the piece,” said 
Erica Nork ’16, Co-Captain of 
ADG.

Within the group, dancers 
range in age from Junior to 
Seniors. Despite the variety 
of ages, Nork and McGonagle 
believe they have been able to 
establish friendship and in-
timacy between everyone in 
ADG, partially due to the long 
rehearsals prior to important 
performances.

“[Friendships develop] 
when you’re rehearsing, and 
you’re working with everyone 
in the studios. And, you know, 
rehearsals – they can be very 
tough, and you need to focus, 
but they’re also really fun 
times… that’s the space when 
you definitely get to know 
your dancers as people, and 
you develop friendships with 
your fellow dancers. It’s real-
ly exciting to know that you’re 
working towards this big goal 
that’s coming and performing 
is so rewarding, it’s the best 
part of dance for me, personal-
ly,” said McGonagle.

McGonagle and Nork 

are hopeful that next year’s 
Co-Captains, Sabrina Apple-
by ’17 and Hannah Beaudoin 
’17, will continue ADG’s strong 
presence on campus and main-
tain the sense of community 
that ADG has fostered over the 
year.

McGonagle said, “I have 
great faith and love for them 
that they will continue the con-
nection that ADG has and the 
inter-workings of the group, 
because I think that it makes 
us better dancers and makes 
us better performers when we 

mean something to each other 
when we’re onstage.

“We’re all trained to just 
dance to the person next to us, 
but it means something when 
the person next to you is your 
friend, and you’re sharing this 
really special moment with 
them. I have so much faith and 
hope that Hannah and Sabrina 
will be able to do that without 
any glitches,” said McGonagle.

HANNAH ZHANG

Footnotes

Before their performance 
began, Footnotes, Andover’s 
tap dancing group, huddled 
backstage, forming a circle 
by holding hands. A mem-
ber of Footnotes started this 
pre-show ritual by squeez-
ing a person’s hand, which 
prompted the next person to 
squeeze another hand until the 
squeezes travelled around the 
circle. The following runs of 
squeezes, which represented 
the transferring of energy and 
spirit, became faster and fast-
er until Lydia Paris, co-head of 
Footnotes, asked, “Can I get a 
Footnotes?” to which the rest 
of the group responded with 
an enthusiastic, “Footnotes!”

“I think Footnotes has a re-
ally welcoming and fun atmo-
sphere,” said Paris. “We goof 
around a lot, but still get stuff 
done. There is a nice mix be-
tween old and new members, 
so the group is close but we 
still welcome everybody with 
open arms.”

Footnotes, led by Paris and 
Hannah Beaudoin ’17, meets 
on a weekly basis to rehearse 
choreography and perform in 
Andover’s central student tal-
ent shows such as Grasshop-
per night, Abbot Cabaret, and 
Dance Open.

Beaudoin said, “[Lydia and 
I] have been co-heads since 
we were Lowers… [and] even 
though we were underclass-
men, we were able to be lead-
ers in something that is so spe-
cial to us. It’s something that 
I’ve come to Andover with pri-
or experience in, but it’s grown 
into a love for tap dancing just 
for the sake of tap dancing.”

Unlike other dance groups 
and clubs on campus, Foot-
notes is open to dancers of all 
levels, styles, and experience.

Paris said, “I think Foot-
notes is unique in that most of 
our dancers are not from the 
set-in-stone dance communi-
ty on our campus. We have so 
many people who have never 
danced before… and I think 
that is pretty special because 
it brings dance to corners of 
campus that have not seen it 

before.”
Footnotes’ main goal, aside 

from tap dancing, is also to 
provide an enjoyable and 
stress-free zone for dancers.

“I think another thing we’ve 
accomplished is, sometimes if 
we don’t have practice, mem-
bers will come up to me and 
say ‘Oh why didn’t we have 
Footnotes [practice]? I was re-
ally looking forward to it!’ and 
to know that members of our 
group have Footnotes blocked 
out as a part of their week that 
they look forward to, I think 
that is a really cool accom-
plishment of ours,” says Beau-
doin.

When Paris and Beaudoin 
arrived at Andover, Footnotes 
was a fairly small club. Howev-
er, it has grown tremendously 
over the past few years.

“This year we had so many 
new members join and old 
members come back and it’s 
just never the same faces at 
Footnotes, there are always 
new people, people coming in 
and out, but I think that is a big 
accomplishment for both of us: 
getting more people involved 
and committed,” said Beaudo-
in.

As for next year, Beaudoin 
and Paris are hoping to im-
prove their dancers’ tap tech-
nique with basic training to en-
sure that all their dancers will 
have a solid tap background 
before moving into more com-

plicated choreography.
“Sometimes we get caught 

up in trying to have new chore-
ography… we get a lot of people 
who have a lot less comfort in 
certain areas than others, and I 
think, in order to level that out, 
we need to really start working 
on basic technique so that we 
can really build the caliber of 
how difficult our routines are,” 
said Beaudoin.

ALICE TANG

T.RYNNE/THE PHILLIPIAN
Footnotes performed at the annual Abbot Cabaret.

COURTESY OF PHILLIPS ACADEMY

Lizzie McGonagle’ 16, Co-Captain of ADG, played the best friend in “Appa-
lachian Spring.”

T.RYNNE/THE PHILLIPIAN

Andover Dance Group performed “Take 507,” choreographed by Erin 
Strong, Instructor of Dance, during their Spring performance.

A.MACAYA/THE PHILLIPIAN
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Hannah Beaudoin ’17 and Lydia Paris ’17 are the Co-Heads of Footnotes.

COURTESY OF SMUGMUG.COM

Footnotes performed a ’60s themed piece at Grasshopper Night.
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Pranav Tadikonda ’16 
discusses leaving his legacy

Lincoln Herrington ’16 shares 
his father’s and his own Ando-

ver experiences

Sara Luzuriaga ’16 discusses ex-
pectations and finding a home 

at Andover

Marc Koolen, Instructor in 
Biology, reflects on his time

at Andover

Alex-Maree Roberts ’16 consid-
ers her transformation during 

high school



I’ve gotten old. As I sit 
here on my metaphorical 
rocking chair on a sym-

bolic porch yelling at figurative 
kids to get off my hypothetical 
lawn, it’s easy to get quite cyni-
cal. Don’t get me wrong, I be-
lieve that this cynicism is justi-
fied. In fact, I would argue that 
most cynics are justified. Most 
cynics are, unfortunately, also 
unpleasant jerks, so I’ll try to 
tread lightly on the more cyni-
cal parts of this piece. This piece 
is supposed to be a reflection 
on my time at Andover, an in-
sightful and self-aware article 
that should probably have been 
written by someone who didn’t 
have to Google the definition of 
insightful before writing. Nev-
ertheless I have been charged 
with writing this piece which is 
meant to represent the thoughts 
of my 330 some odd graduating 
peers, so here I go.

Andover experiences are kind 

of like snowflakes and Kar-
dashians: No two are exactly the 
same but they are all flawed in 
fundamentally similar ways. If 
anyone on this campus tells you 
that they went through Andover 
without ever feeling intimidated 

or belittled by the school’s in-
tensively competitive nature, 
they’re either lying or John Pal-
frey. If anyone tells you that they 
haven’t spent too much of their 
time here living in their own 
minds and freaking themselves 
out unnecessarily, their head is 

probably shoved too far up some 
bodily orifice that I cannot name 
in a publication as prestigious as 
this one. I don’t think the latter 
of these problems is solely an 
Andover problem, but rather an 
adolescent thing; however, see-
ing as we exist in an enclosed 
community where the major-
ity of us literally have no escape 
from each other 24/7 for months 
on end, the issue is amplified. 
We overthink our problems and 
mentally increase the stakes of a 
simple high-school experience. 
We end up hurting ourselves 
and each other as a result of nev-
er living for the moment. Unfor-
tunately, in our “bubble,” this 
negative energy has nowhere to 
go, and much of it is internalized 
by the culture of the institution.

That’s not to say we didn’t 
have fun here. We did have fun. 
Most of us even did so in rela-
tively healthy and mostly rule-
abiding ways. While we aren’t 
an incredibly diverse commu-
nity on a theoretical scale, on a 
practical scale we are one of the 

most diverse prep schools the 
world has ever known, and we 
have opportunities to interact 
with each other whenever and 
however we want on a daily ba-
sis. No school I know of has a 
greater potential for true cama-

raderie and self-exploration. It 
just seems that we still haven’t 
quite learned how to manage it. 

While we may come from di-
verse backgrounds with varying 
levels of privilege, as students 
and graduates of Andover, we 
have an immense privilege. To 

all of my younger peers, I would 
urge you to take advantage of 
that while you can. Make a new 
friend every day. Go on an ad-
venture, the homework will still 
be around when you get back. If 
you find yourself getting bored, 
things are about to get bad. So 
don’t get bored. 

I’m happy to say that I’m 
proud of how I spent my time 
here. That’s not to say that I did 
everything perfectly nor that I 
couldn’t do better if I were to go 
back and do it again, but rath-
er to say that I’ve tried pretty 
damn hard and learned all that I 
needed to. It’s been a tough four 
years, and I certainly would not 
ask for another, but I’ve been 
able to learn where my head 
ends and the world begins, and 
that’s the only lesson that really 
matters.

Take it easy Andover.

Take It Easy, Andover
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Theo Pérez is a four-year Se-
nior from New York, NY.

I walk out the doors of 
Shuman Admission Center, 
heading for the gym with a 

shy eighth-grader and her eager 
family in tow. Every week I fol-
low the same path around cam-
pus, pointing out buildings along 
the way to some prospective stu-
dent who watches in either awe 
or utter confusion. Nearly four 
years ago, I went on a similar 
tour of Andover, always remain-
ing a few paces behind my guide, 
trying simultaneously to memo-
rize the facts spilling from her 

mouth and to give the appear-
ance of being “cool.” I failed both 
figuratively and literally, given 
my general awkwardness and 
the blazing midday heat of June.

In retrospect, few of the plac-
es I saw on that tour have had 
much significance in my past 
three years. If I were to lead my 
younger self on a tour today, I 
would first show her the Me-
morial Bell Tower, halfway be-
tween the library and my dorm, 
a looming monument that she 

would hurriedly pass by in the 
mornings while late to class, 
and linger by with strange nos-
talgia at the end of each day. At 
Johnson Hall, my dormitory, I 
would point up at the red brick 
building, telling her of the room 
she’d struggle to keep clean, and 
the pink couch in her friends’ 
room on which she would spend 
many nights. I would take her to 
the outdoor track. “You’ll actu-
ally like running here one day,” 
I’d say, to her disbelief, recalling 
the hours spent counting laps 
on the bright blue polyurethane. 
The library would be the final 
stop. I’d show her the Garver 
Room, with the intimidating 
silence that would eventually 
become a safe haven during Up-
per Spring, and Comfy, where 
she would work – or more likely 
nap – for most of Senior Spring. 
Then we would walk upstairs 
to the McLean Gallery, where 
she would spend two hours one 
Tuesday evening in May, analyz-
ing a map of New York City with 
one of her friends, musing about 
the future.

But by far, the most defining 
place of my Andover experience 
isn’t even on campus. A 15-min-
ute drive north along I-93 in a 
Crayola-yellow school bus is the 
Phillips Academy boathouse, 
where I’ve had my best and my 
worst moments. I still remem-
ber my first season, back dur-
ing Lower Fall: the unfamiliar 
grip of the oar in my hands, the 

boat stumbling along the Merri-
mack River like a child learning 
to walk. I remember the over-
whelming nervousness right be-
fore my first erg test, a nauseat-
ing feeling that I still have yet to 

outgrow. I remember the frus-
tration of relentless headwinds 
and insufferable practices, of 
rough waters and bitter cold. I 
remember my staggering self-
doubt, being 5 feet 3 inches in 
a sport where height is not only 
an advantage, but seemingly a 
prerequisite.

But I also remember the ex-
citement and the thrill. The first 

time I stroked a race – on the G5 
boat at St. Paul’s during Lower 
Spring – and an unforgettable 
sprint to victory. I remember 
the first time I saw the sunrise 

in Tennessee at preseason train-
ing, how those morning prac-
tices felt like rowing through 
a painting. I remember the im-
mense pride I felt receiving my 
varsity letter Upper Spring, the 
season spent bonding with eight 
other amazing girls on G2. And 
I’ll always remember our final 
race at New Englands, the best 
race of my life. We missed gold 
by three-tenths of a second but 
we knew there was nothing 
more we could have done.

Ever since that final race last 
spring, I’d been waiting for Se-
nior year. I promised myself I 
would train hard, make the first 
boat, and win gold at New Eng-
lands. I would jump into the 
Merrimack with all the other 
Senior rowers after the last 
home race, and try not to cry 
at my coach’s last speech of the 
season. Then I would graduate 
with a sense of closure.

But Andover did not revolve 
around crew, and my struggles 
were not confined to the boat-
house. Between the weight of 
exams, the stress of impending 
college decisions, and the leth-
argy of Senior Winter, I col-
lapsed. Attempting to escape 
external pressures, I isolated 
myself from my parents, friends, 
and teachers. In desperation, 
I made a mistake that would 
place me on probation for the 
rest of my time at Andover. Con-
sequently, my parents insisted 
that I quit crew, and forbade me 

from rowing in the spring.
I was outraged. I was disap-

pointed. I was hurt. Before I 
could blink, all my aspirations 
for my last season at Andover 
had vanished, as if in some cruel 
magic trick. For weeks, I refused 
to accept reality. But just as in 
that final race at New Englands, 
I knew that there was nothing 
more I could have done.

The best things disappear be-
fore you’re ready to let them go. 
The same I could say for Ando-
ver. The three years I’ve spent 
here have been the best and the 
worst, and I’m still not ready for 

this all to end.
To the Uppers, Lowers, and 

Juniors: don’t. Don’t try to pre-
pare yourself. Don’t go seeking 
that sense of closure. I promise, 
it’ll find you first.

 
 
 
 

Unexpected Circumstances
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I still remember my 
first season... the 

unfamiliar grip of the 
oar in my hands, the boat 

stumbling along...

I remember the first 
time I saw the sunrise in 
Tennessee at preseason 

training...

The best things 
disappear before you’re 

ready to let them go.

But Andover did not 
revolve around crew, 

and my struggles were 
not confined to the 

boathouse.

Claire Tao is a three-year Se-
nior from Basking Ridge, NJ.
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Andover experiences are 
kind of like snowflakes 

and Kardashians: no two 
are exactly the same but 

they are all flawed in 
fundamentally similar 

ways. 

No school I know of has 
a great potential for true 

camaraderie and self-
exploration, it just seems 
that we still haven’t quite 
learned how to manage 

it. 

CLAIRE TAO

THEO PÉREZ



Heterosexuality is   
not for me. If the bla-
tant conversations in 

which I proudly disclaim my 
sexual orientation are not ap-
parent enough, my utterly an-
drogynous attire is fairly tell-
ing. I don’t pretend to conceal 
this part of myself; throughout 
my four years at Andover, I’ve 
lived an increasingly trans-
parent life as a queer figure 
on campus. Walking the paths 
between classes, I am confi-
dent in my recognizability. But 
I exist here, as a lie. The ver-
sion of myself that I advertise 
at school, and the person who 
falls asleep each night at their 
childhood home, are very far 
removed. For as visibly queer 
as I appear on campus, there 
is an equally-closeted model of 
myself at home; I have existed, 
for four years, as two com-
pletely separate versions of the 
same persona.

It hadn’t occurred to me, un-
til quite recently, that I was liv-
ing this duality. In typical Se-
nior Spring fashion, my friends 
and I recently discussed prom 
dresses in the library, instead 
of attempting homework. Af-
ter scrolling through a seem-
ingly endless feed of colorful 
fabric online, the conversation 
eventually shifted toward my 
potential attire in particular. 
Would I be wearing a pant-
suit, they wanted to know, or 
perhaps dare to rent a tuxedo? 
I forced myself to laugh them 
off. As much as I would love 
the dapperly unfeminine ap-
pearance of a matching cum-
berbund and bowtie set, I tried 
to explain… “I’m straight at 
home.” The mock horror they 
displayed at this revelation 
settled heavily in the pit of 
my stomach. It was as if they 
could not possibly imagine me 
as anything less than unapolo-
getically queer.

I was born to a pink blanket, 
in a pink body that squirmed 
in my mother’s arms; I’d like 
to think I cried upon crown-
ing as an instinctual reaction 
to the atrocities of the world to 
which I’d been born. Though 
my parents opted for a gender 
revelation via sonogram much 
earlier in the pregnancy, at the 
moment of my birth they were 
given proof: They had a daugh-

ter. I became the embodiment 
of my parents’ desires, the 
completion of their stereotypi-
cally perfect family. Being a 
daughter meant – along with 
awkward conversations about 
bra sizes and obligatory dance 
classes – that I would mature 
into the type of woman who 
would one day settle down 
with a stereotypically perfect 
family of her own. Growing 
up, and realizing somewhere 
along the way that my deviat-
ing sexuality conflicted with 
this idea of the ‘perfect daugh-
ter’ status, was devastating. So, 
in order to maintain this im-

age, I kept this supposedly in-
herent flaw to myself.

At home, my family calls me 
Caroline, to the amusement of 
many who know me. Count-
less times, people tell me that 
I’m “much more of a Cam,” a 
reaction I learned to attribute 
to my generally masculine dis-
position. Either way, this plu-
rality of names has only added 
to the distinction between my 
home and Andover selves. Yet 
it would be too simple to divide 
my character into Caroline and 
Cam. My nickname is generat-
ed through my initials – Cam, 
therefore, cannot technically 

be formed without Caroline. 
And similarly, the two halves 
of the individual characters I 
live as each contain fragments 
of the other’s personality. Most 
strikingly, each is living as a lie.

Living out is a privilege that 
only Andover has afforded me. 
In all other circles of life that 
I exist, I don heterosexuality 
like a suit of armor, dulled by a 
lifetime of diverted conversa-
tions and an over-exaggerated 
appreciation of shirtless male 
celebrities on television. At the 
family dinner table, I am never 
questioned when I broach the 
topic of potential boyfriends. 

Conversations with old friends 
usually revolve around fake 
suitors portrayed by the Face-
book profiles of my handsome 
classmates. Altogether, an ab-
sence of discourse on my devi-
ating sexuality has allowed for 
me to masquerade; in a hetero-
normative environment, I lie 
by omission.

At school, I flaunt my queer-
ness proudly. A frayed, rain-
bow-colored ribbon is pinned 
to the lapel of my backpack; 
I don’t regularly attend GSA 
meetings, but the Queer Lit-
erature course in which I par-
ticipated was an equally cel-
ebratory space. As a Senior, I 
recognize that this was not al-
ways the case – my underclass-
man self burned with constant 
shame. My sexual orientation 
used to be a dirty secret. “I’m 
queer” was unfalteringly fol-
lowed by a blurred rush of “but 
please don’t tell anyone – it’s a 
secret – I trust you.” This un-
mentionable, albeit vital facet 
of my identity was reduced 
to a confession. It belonged 
to sleepover pillow talk and 
heart-to-hearts amidst the 
cramped shelves of the stacks. 
In an attempt to maintain con-
trol, I whispered these revela-
tions, when all I wanted was to 
shout them as loud as possible. 
The more people I told, the 
better I felt. Yet the more open 
I became, the further I sepa-
rated myself from the girl that 
lived under my parents’ roof.

Often, I find myself ques-
tioning the the choices I’ve 
made regarding the duality 
of my identity at home versus 
at Andover. Mainly, I wonder 
whether they have led me to a 
place of fear or pride based on 
who I am. Finding the space at 
Andover to come into myself 
and shine light on even the 
darkest corners of my iden-
tity has been a blessing; some 
stroke of good fortune pro-
vided me with the perfect en-
vironment in which to grow. I 
understand now that the per-
son I choose to be at home, 
pretending to exist as an un-
complicated version of myself, 
is not me. My journey through 
Andover has led me to find my-
self – for which, I am eternally 
grateful.

Cam Mesinger is a four-year 
Senior from North Andover, Mass.

Lying By Omission
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This year was the first 
year I was truly excited 
to pick up my yearbook 

in the spring. They come out 
well every year, but as a Senior 
I knew this year’s memories 
would hold a bit more signifi-
cance than those of previous 
years. As I browsed through 
the Senior pages, the club 
photos, and most entertain-
ingly the Junior-Senior Blue 
Card photo comparison page, I 
couldn’t help but remember all 
of the good times and the bad 
times I’ve had here. My cliché-
ridden reverie was interrupt-
ed, however, when I reached 
the cluster section and real-
ized that the day student clus-
ter photos hadn’t made the cut. 
I can’t say I was really that sur-
prised, and I’d be lying if I said 
I hadn’t had some inkling that 
this might happen from the 
moment all day students were 
kept after cluster All-School 
Meetings for the yearly pho-
tos. Honestly, it really isn’t that 
big of a deal to not be included 
in a collection of cluster pic-
tures, especially considering 
we aren’t truly part of the clus-
ter system at all; not being pic-
tured on the West Quad South 
page was just a reminder of 
what I had realized long ago 
during Junior orientation – the 
fact that day students miss out 
on a lot of what it means to be 
an Andover student.

When I first arrived at An-
dover in the fall of 2012, I reg-

istered and got my BlueCard, 
but after that I was at a loss. 
Seeing as I didn’t have a room 
to move into or a roommate to 
befriend, I had lunch with my 
mom and sat around until the 
first class-wide event. When 
there were long gaps between 
events I opted to return home 
rather than mill around with 
other lost day students, and 
even when there were events, 
the other day students and I 

didn’t have the built-in dorm 
friends boarders had. Some 
people, of course, were fine 
making new friends on the fly 
in informal situations. But, 
many day students – myself in-
cluded – didn’t quite have the 
outgoingness required to navi-
gate an orientation not meant 
for us. I haven’t heard much 
about what orientation has 
been like in the years since, 
but I really hope it has been 
less painful for day students in 
recent years than it was for me.

When school officially start-
ed, I was more relieved than 

anything else. Finally, I would 
be able to seamlessly blend 
into my class and participate 
fully in life at Andover. Aca-
demically this turned out to be 
true, but socially I felt almost 
as isolated as I had during ori-
entation. Sure, I had my new 
group of friends (most of them 
day students I had met during 
those awkward gaps in the ori-
entation schedule), but I didn’t 
make it to campus on most 
weekends. Sometimes my par-
ents weren’t able to drive me, 
but often I just didn’t feel like 
taking the time to go to school 
for events that my other day 
student friends wouldn’t be at 
anyway. Had I been a boarder, 
I think I would have integrated 
myself more easily into social 
events at Andover before I got 
my own car and could control 
my own schedule.

But even when I did start 
wanting to come to school 
every day of the week, there 
were still family commitments 
that kept me away. I know if 
you’re a boarder there’s a good 
chance you’re thinking that 
I’m lucky to have been able to 
see my family every day, and to 
an extent this is true. It is true 
that while we day students 
don’t necessarily have “the 
best of worlds,” as people are 
constantly telling us, we do at 
least have some of both worlds. 
I do get to see my aging grand-
parents, but I’m also expected 
once in a while to spend eight 
hours driving to and hanging 
out at family events like my 
cousin’s sixth birthday party 

in Connecticut. During the 
week, I’m at school for about 
twelve hours almost every day 
and when I get home I just do 
homework until after my fam-
ily is all asleep, so honestly I 
don’t think my situation is re-
ally that different from not 
living with them at all. And as 
for home-cooked meals, I only 
have one of those every few 
weeks anyway because I eat all 
of my meals at school. If you 

really think you’d love to live 
with your family 365 days ev-
ery year, it’s also worth consid-
ering that maybe not everyone 
has as good a relationship with 
their family as you do. This 
is not to say that I have a bad 
relationship with my family; I 
think I got pretty lucky with 
them, but we have to consider 
the fact that not everyone feels 
that way.

It’s been great to hear of 
advances in day student in-
tegration recently, especially 
the plans for day student pre-
fects next year, and I’ve even 

heard rumors of a possible 
day student space (other than 
the disgusting couches squat-
ting in the corner of the Mail-
room) – although, many of the 
problems day students face 
at Andover are not fixable at 
a school that’s ultimately de-
signed for boarders. As they 
say, the grass is always greener, 
so I would be happy if board-
ers and day students (not to 
mention the faculty and ad-
ministration) would just try 
harder to see things from the 
others’ point of view. Is living 
in a dorm freedom or responsi-
bility? Does having a car mean 
independence or the inconve-
nience of commuting for an 
hour each day? Is leaving cam-
pus every single day a boon or a 
burden? Usually there is some-
thing to be said for each point 
of view, but often only one side 
is discussed or acknowledged. 
I understand and accept that in 
the grand scope of things many 
of these issues are pretty small, 
that I’m pretty lucky these are 
some of my most bothersome 
problems. At the end of the 
day, at least I know I can count 
on my favorite ice cream be-
ing in the freezer every night 
when I get home.

Lessons From a Day Student

Sean Hawkins is a four-year Se-
nior from Middleton, Mass.

I just do homework until 
after my family is all 

asleep, so honestly I don’t 
think my situation is 

really that different from 
not living with them at 

all. 

...Many day students, 
myself included, 

didn’t quite have the 
outgoingness required to 
navigate an orientation 

not meant for us.
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SEAN HAWKINS

CAM MESINGER



I have always loved Ando-
ver just a little too much. I 
love the snow-coated pine 

trees in the Knoll and the warm, 
chewy taste of Paresky Com-
mons’s white chocolate bread 
pudding. I love the thrum of stu-
dents pouring into the Cochran 
Chapel before All-School Meet-
ing (ASM) and the cold tickle of 
the sprinklers on my ankles in 
the spring.

When I came to Andover as 
a Junior, I was an insecure and 
wobbly 14-year-old who had 
just barely managed to survive 
the brutality of middle school. 
Whenever I was unhappy in 
middle school, I remember grab-
bing an Andover pamphlet and 
rifling through, gazing longingly 
at the bright pictures of laugh-
ing, confident students. I told 
myself that Andover had every-
thing that Tallahassee lacked; I 
constructed a utopian Andover 
in my imagination and used it as 
a buoy that kept me afloat until I 
arrived on campus.

 As one might expect, Andover 
was no utopia. My imagination 
had failed to take into account 
wrenching homesickness, and 
Junior-year drama, and hard 
math classes, and biting, frig-
id weather. To say I was naïve 
when I first arrived would be an 
understatement; the jokes of my 
peers flew right over my head, I 
thought “Gossip Girl” and “Pret-
ty Little Liars” were clothing 
brands, and I would grow teary 
whenever I heard malicious gos-
sip about other people. Nonethe-
less, Andover took me under its 
wise arm.

 I grew in the most unex-
pected of places: in the musty 
squash courts on a JV II team, 
in the warmth of CAMD during 
IndoPak meetings, in the Math 
Study Center woeing over prob-
lems that I could never quite do 
and concepts I could never quite 
grasp. Sitting here now, it’s dif-
ficult to articulate these last four 
years of my journey and find the 
words that show what Andover 
has done for me and how I have 
changed. Though there was no 
radical shift or distinct, transfor-

mative moment, I leave an im-
measurably more confident and 
capable person.

Andover, however, was no 
cakewalk – do not let my nos-
talgic words deceive you. There 
were nights when my homework 
took more hours than there were 
in a day; days when stress would 
weigh on my chest, making it dif-
ficult to breathe; weeks when it 
was gray and cold and mundane 
and exhausting. Compared to 
many of peers, though, I was met 
with few and relatively mild dif-
ficult experiences at Andover – 

and for this I am both fortunate 
and grateful.

One day during my Upper year, 
as I waited to step on stage dur-
ing an ASM, Carlos Hoyt, seeing 
my nervousness, smiled encour-
agingly at me and said just one 
line: “You have no reason to be 
anxious. This is the most lov-
ing audience you’ll ever speak 
in front of.” Those words have 
stuck with me. Andover is, in the 
simplest terms, a special place; 
I do not think I could find an-
other place in which I would be 
celebrated, encouraged, and sup-

ported in the way I have been 
here.  

The prospect of leaving An-
dover is terrifying, because over 
the last four years, I’ve built up 
who I am within the framework 
of Andover. My very identity is 
tied up in the dorm I’ve loved 
and the clubs I’ve given my soul 
to and the teams I’ve played 
on; once you take all that away, 
what’s left? Andover has become 
my comfort zone, my home. The 
tables of the library and the stairs 
of Paresky and the mailboxes of 
George Washington Hall are 

as familiar as the creases in my 
skin, and my friends know me so 
deeply and completely I hardly 
ever need to speak. Once you 
take that all away, who am I?

Nothing can last forever, and 
confronting this truth is part of 
what it means to grow up. An-
dover itself is dynamic and ever-
changing; even if I come back to 
visit campus, the Andover I had 
known will be gone. Andover 
has never been the buildings or 
lawns or roads – it has always 
been the ephemeral: the people 
and the experiences and the mo-
ments. The minute we leave that 
circle on the Great Lawn in June, 
clothed in white dresses and 
blue blazers and clutching our 
red roses and cigars, returning to 
Andover as we know it is impos-
sible.

In many ways, I think we all 
find ourselves at Andover be-
cause we are searching for some-
thing to complete us. We must 
sense something missing in our 
hometowns, missing within us, 
that compels us to leave behind 
all that we’ve ever known and 
venture onto Andover’s mani-
cured lawns. As I made my way 
through Andover – between 
countless late-night hall meet-
ings, long days in silent study, 
and a shameful number of den 
cookie and Domino’s extrava-
ganzas – I began finding these 
missing parts of me. I cannot 
quite tell you when it was that I 
first felt ‘whole,’ but I now real-
ize that Andover has filled the 
cracks and holes and crevices 
that were hidden within me.

Saying goodbye to the people 
– the teachers, the friends, the 
house counselors – who have 
loved and nurtured and com-
pleted me is profoundly sad. But 
I take comfort in the fact that, 
even as my memories fade and 
my years here blend and blur 
together, these individuals are 
stitched into my being, embed-
ded deeply in the parts of me that 
they helped fill.

Part of Me 

Arzu Singh is a four-year Senior 
from Tallahasee, FL. 
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Alex-Maree tonight is 
a distant relative of the 
Alex-Maree who first 

laid eyes on Andover’s campus 
one warm afternoon in early 
September of 2013. Sometimes 
I wonder when the “old” me 
finally bowed out. Then, I real-
ize that she’s right here – three 
years older, somewhat wiser, 
a smidge taller and consider-
ably more tired. She’s here right 
now, just like she was in Lower 
Spring, trying to organize her 
thoughts into a Commencement 
article in the wee hours of the 
morning, long after the dead-
line has passed. Hopefully, this 
second article, written with two 
more years of Andover to reflect 
upon, will become something 
she’ll look forward to reading 
years later.

Once upon a time, God 
stretched his fingers over the 
world and brought them togeth-
er holding 11 girls. He put them 
in Alumni House down in Abbot 
campus and let nature take its 
course. 

If Andover makes it hard to 
keep my faith (and I promise 
that it does), living in Alumni 
made it impossible to lose it. 
Sometimes I swear that my 
heart is still sitting in that shoe-
box-sized dorm room with the 
door wide open, waiting for and 
expecting someone to come in. 
It’s still working on a puzzle of 
Venice while discovering femi-
nism and body positivity and 
new ways to love. It believes in 
God because families as beauti-
ful as the one I found in Alumni 
House don’t appear by accident. 
Families like that are a miracle.

In the fall of 2013, in a class-
room on the third floor of Gelb, 

two new Lowers were about to 
embark on their first chemis-
try lab. Sadly, one of them was 
asleep and completely oblivi-
ous to the teacher’s instructions 
to partner up. Luckily, she was 
filled in by the girl sitting be-
hind her, who had waited for 
her to wake up. They became lab 
partners, and later best friends.

That story isn’t entirely true, 
but it’s how I explain finding 

my best friend. Why? Because 
it holds just a little magic, like 
many of the friendships I’ve 
made here. By forgetting time 
while talking on the Armillary 
Sphere, by dozing in more class-
es than I can safely admit, by 
deciding to know every librar-
ian’s name, by replying to Clus-
ter Dean emails for my first two 
years, by hopping on a bus one 
day headed down to the river, 

I’ve found three years’ worth of 
magic – also called friendship 
– that I wouldn’t be the same 
without.

Once upon a time, a new Low-
er girl developed a (generally 
inconvenient) crush on a boy 
who rowed. So, against what 
felt like her better judgement 
(and it probably was), she tried 
rowing. Then of course, she fell 
in love. Not with the boy, but 

with the sport that helped her 
love herself in the times when 
she could find no other reason 
to do so.

It’s true that I fell in love. I fell 
in love with the idea, and then 
the fact, that I could be strong, 
that I could push through pain, 
and that I could have dreams 
that didn’t always revolve 
around my G.P.A. I fell in love 
with the river when it looks like 

glass as well as when it spills 
over the gunwales into my lap. 
With the trees on its banks that 
change as the year goes by. With 
the cult-family that never feels 
perfect but always feels like 
home. With the taste of lemons 
and the sound of a coxswain de-
manding more. With the feeling 
of flying, invincible.

Three years ago, a West-Indi-
an girl caught three flights out 

of the West Indies and landed 
in the U.S. as something differ-
ent. Suddenly she was a black 
girl and had no clue what to do 
with this new development in 
her story.

All I can say is that I’m still 
figuring it out.

Tonight, a three-year Senior 
sat alone in her room wonder-
ing how she could possibly de-
scribe or explain her Andover 

experience. Not even having all 
the words in the world at her 
disposal would have made it 
easier.

In Lower Fall, I reassessed 
my mathematical talent. That 
winter, I saw snow. That spring, 
I learned to row. In Upper Fall, 
I slept about four hours per 
weeknight. That winter, my 
hands started trembling when 
I was stressed. By the spring, I 
had made most of the friends 
that I had planned to make. In 
Senior Fall, I applied to college. 
This winter, I shoveled snow 
with my crew team for the last 
time. This spring, I spent time 
making memories instead of us-
ing that time to do homework.

Alex-Maree tonight is a 
somewhat functional bag of 
sentimentality. She tries to re-
member every time she has sat 
in Paresky Commons past its 
closing-time and every time 
she has woken up at 3:00 a.m. 
She looks at the posters on her 
wall and the unwashed mug she 
drank soup from a week ago. 
She thinks about her Biology 
paper on pandas that she prob-
ably can’t avoid much longer. 
She considers trying to type up 
more of her Andover story, like 
her time with The Philomathe-
an Society, her piano lessons 
in Graves Hall, or the term she 
(sort of ) learned how to make 
art. She thinks about her friends, 
who she still can’t believe will 
soon be more than a ten-minute 
walk away. She wonders if she’s 
going to cry tonight, like she did 
after her last home race. She 
isn’t good with endings.

Alex-Maree Roberts is a three-
year Senior from Roseau, Domi-
nica.
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Sentimental Endings
ALEX-MAREE ROBERTS

ARZU SINGH
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Anyone who has ex-
perienced Andover in 
virtually any capacity 

will likely express the same ob-
servation: What a phenomenal 
school! I find myself especially 
fortunate to have called this 
magnificent campus my home 
for over four decades, and it 
is with mixed emotions that I 
head off into retirement.

My journey began in the fall 
of 1974 when, fresh out of the 
Army, Andover accepted me 
as a replacement teacher for 
a faculty member who was on 
sabbatical. The understand-
ing was clear; this was an one-
year appointment. But the next 
year, another Biology teacher 
decided to explore a new ca-
reer, so I was asked to stay for a 
second year. Again, the contract 
was supposed to be valid only 
for a single year. Unbelievably, 
a third colleague was awarded 
a sabbatical the next year, and 
for the third time, I was offered 
a one-year deal. At that point, 
biology had become somewhat 
ingrained into my life, and many 
of my colleagues urged me to 
seek a master’s degree in the 
field. It wasn’t for several more 
years that I actually took my 
own sabbatical to attend gradu-
ate school to secure that degree.

During those first few years, 
I moved into a different dorm 
almost every year to ‘house-sit’ 
for a family on leave, usually at 
the request of the Dean of Fac-
ulty. This was actually quite 
nice, since I didn’t own much at 
the time and the faculty apart-
ments I sat for were quite luxu-
rious. By the time I was able to 
bid on my own dorm I had lived 
in Draper Cottage, Nathan Hale 
East, and Adams South (Nathan 
Hale and Adams were both boy 
dorms back then). I also lived in 
Foxcroft and Adams North dur-
ing the summers between those 
years. When everything you 
own fits in the back of a pick-up 
truck, it’s easy to bounce from 
dorm to dorm. Since those early 
days, I have added Fuess and 
Tucker House to the list; a total 
of twenty years as a house coun-
selor.

One of the most important mo-

ments for me at Andover came 
in September of 1978. I had just 
arrived back on campus from 
summer break when Tom Ham-
ilton, Chair in Biology at the 
time, asked if I would be willing 
to pick up a section of Animal 
Behavior – a class scheduled to 
begin in about five days. I had 
never taken any specific courses 
in animal behavior, hence I was 
hesitant to accept the offer. But 
Tom had the book already or-
dered, and a syllabus prepared, 

so I dove right in. This was im-
portant because, as noted above, 
I was feeling some pressure to 
pursue a master’s degree, and 
although I really loved biology, 
I had not yet discovered a field 
within biology that I was partic-
ularly passionate about. Teach-
ing animal behavior changed 
all that. As I prepared for each 
class, I became more and more 
fascinated with the topic, and 
within a year, I was applying to 
graduate schools with strong 

programs in that field.
Along with teaching and 

house counseling, athletics have 
also played an important role in 
my Andover experience. Per-
haps my favorite experiences 
were with the cross-country 
program, in part because, as a 
coach, it was expected that I 
run with the kids during prac-
tices. Many workouts involved 
what was referred to as Long-
Slow-Distance (LSD). On these 
runs, we resembled a family of 

geese swimming across a pond. 
One adult would lead the way, 
followed by a long line of “gos-
lings” and a second adult trail-
ing behind them; I was that 
second adult. Cross-country 
provided me with both quality 
time with the boys on the team 
and a fantastic workout. I also 
slept well every cross-country 
season. Sadly, age and failing 
knees caused me to hang up 
my competitive running shoes, 
though I continued my relation-
ship with the overall program by 
serving as the starter for home 
meets.

I once attempted to calcu-
late how many individual stu-
dents I have taught, coached, 
advised, or counseled during 
my Andover career. Because 
each year involved a variety of 
assignments, and my schedule 
changed every couple of years, 
the number is pretty much im-
possible to accurately calculate. 
What I do know is that I enjoyed 
every single moment with every 
single student, and although I 
have forgotten many names, the 
experiences with those classes, 
dorms, and teams are all fondly 
remembered. How many teach-
ers can say they have taught in 
a high school classroom for 42 
years without experiencing a 
single disciplinary situation? 
Andover students have made 
coming to work a joy, kept my 
gray cells firing, and brought a 
smile to my face each and every 
day. I would not trade my years 
at Andover for anything. 

There is one last message I 
would like to convey to all stu-
dents past, present, and future. 
Even after 42 years, I will not 
have accomplished what each of 
you have (or will have) accom-
plished; earning an Andover di-
ploma. Being on the other side 
of the desk, I know all too well 
what it takes to secure such a 
document. Be extremely proud 
of it, always cherish it, and try 
to do the very best you can with 
the opportunities that lay ahead. 
Thanks to you all for providing 
such wonderful experiences for 
me and my family!

A Heartfelt Goodbye

Mark Koolen was an Instructor 
in Biology. He retired at the end of 
the school year.
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One day after school 
this year, I opened the 
2015 “State of the Acad-

emy” at the kitchen table. Since 
September, I’ve been on School 
Year Abroad (SYA) in France, 
and my host mother was inter-
ested in seeing statistics about 
Andover. I showed her the web 
page of last year’s issue, and we 
laughed about how intense the 
whole survey was. The “race” 
section of the survey, however, 
caused my host mother to stop 
me abruptly from scrolling. 
A confused look crossed her 
face. I explained to her that it 

was important for the school 
to have the percentage of dif-
ferent races in the community. 
Her response, a shocked and 
offended expression, became 
the basis of my final project at 
SYA.

I brought the topic up again a 
couple days after, thinking that 
her first reaction resulted from 
merely a difference of opinion. 
I was curious to have a con-
versation about it. After talk-
ing a bit, we both came to the 
realization that it was bigger 
than the two of us: Our opin-
ions were in fact derived from 
a cultural difference. While 
Americans deal with race re-
lations by talking about them, 
the French deal with race by 
not talking about it at all. This 

surprised me; the action of ig-
noring race has always seemed 
incredibly naïve in my eyes. It 
has always seemed like a way 
to avoid difficult conversations 
by hiding under the façade 
that race issues do not exist. 
It therefore came as a shock to 
me when I realized that vari-

ous aspects of the French cul-
ture dictated this mindset.

The last month of my time in 
France has been spent travel-
ing to different museums and 
associations, as well as speak-
ing to both French and Ameri-
can professors, writers, and 
sociologists about the idea of 
race in the United States com-
pared to that in France. In the 
French constitution, the word 

“race” is banned. The blatant 
irony of these rules, both social 
and legal, is that the French 
have no problem with refer-
ring to someone as  “black” or 
“white” as long as the word 
“race” itself is not used. 

As a black girl living in the 
United States, a country found-

ed on the idea of race itself, I 
have found it quite unsettling 
that, if I lived in France, my 
challenges associated with 
race would be brushed off. 
Some of my interviews and 
conversations on this topic be-
came unintentionally heated 
over this sensitive topic. When 
I talk to my French professors 
about race, they often seem to 
respond with snide comments 

about how Americans are 
overly obsessed with a prob-
lem that does not exist. The 
dominant narrative seems to 
be that talking about race will 
get us nowhere, because rac-
ism and race-related issues are 
nonexistent. 

The most important thing 

that I learned from my project 
is that both the United States 
and France aim to eliminate 
their race-related problems 
– they just have contradict-
ing ideas about how to do so. 
While we in the United States 
talk about racial tensions, the 
French try to will them away 
by not seeing race and not 
over-acknowledging it. My 
host family was as surprised 

to learn about the U.S.’s view 
on race as I was to learn about 
France’s. A French friend told 
me that he believed there 
would be a civil war in France 
if they ever tried to put race 
on their identity cards, be-
cause everyone wants to avoid 
the divisive nature of race. It 
is difficult, but I have become 
more understanding of the fact 
that what seems to be my own 
opinion on race is actually a 
product of where I was raised. 
Furthermore, it’s hard to pass 
judgment on which country 
has dealt with these issues 
more efficiently – as racism is 
still highly prominent in both 
France and America. 

A large part of my SYA ex-
perience has been to learn 
about others around the world, 
and accept that we are not the 
same. Beginning to understand 
the cultural differences that 
dictate how Americans and 
French think about race was a 
challenge, but reflective of the 
purpose of SYA. As my time 
in France comes to an end, I 
know that this understanding 
of cultural difference will nev-
er leave me. 

Reflections from France

Amadi Lasenberry is a three-
year Upper from Montclair, NJ. 
She is currently on SYA (School 
Year Abroad) in France. 
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...What seems to be 
my opinion on race is 
actually a product of 
where I was raised.

While Americans deal 
with race relations by 

talking about them, the 
French deal with race by 
not talking about it at all.

AMADI LASENBERRY

MARC KOOLEN
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In the dim light, Natasha 
Trethewey’s voice cooled to 
a sure, melodic tone as she 

recited her poem “ Monument 
.” She read about wandering 
through the cemetery where her 
mother was buried, “the land-
scape blurred and waving.” Her 
poem reminded me of the walk I 
took through our cemetery dur-
ing Lower year. I didn’t recognize 
any of the names, and I dismissed 
the headstones as monuments of 
a bygone era. They were interest-
ing  to look at for a couple of sec-
onds, but had no impact on my 
day-to -day life. But then I start-
ed noticing the names I had seen 

on the graves all around me. On 
street signs in town, on inscrip-
tions of paintings around cam-
pus, and on the plaque of found-
ers of my church. These names, 
which I had considered obscure, 
seemed fundamentally tied to 
the beginnings of all the places I 
call home. The divisions I placed 
between these people’s lives and 
my own started to blur and wave. 
And as Trethewey writes, these 
dead men “streamed in and out” 
of my world “like arteries,” and I 
had only just noticed them.

At Andover, shadows of forgot-
ten people lie scattered around 
like the unvisited tombstones in 
the cemetery. The parents who 
allowed me to come here, the 
friend who left before his time, 

and the benefactor who subsi-
dizes my education, forgotten. 

Forgetting separates us from 
those whose influence on our life 
we cannot see or remember. For-
getting has a bigger effect than 
making us ungrateful, although 
it does that, too. It made me 
blind to the fact that the ground 
I stand on and the path I’m fol-
lowing are lined by the work of 
people I didn’t even recognize as 
having an impact on my life. The 
manicured lawns I stride across 
as a shortcut to math class are 
the result of someone’s work. 
Remembering the work means 
appreciating the beauty of the 
lawns. It means recognizing who 
is crafting the ground we tread 
on and caring not to crush the 

grass.
I worry we look forward too 

much and forget to look for the 
things we have forgotten. I worry 
we forget about the cost of our 
being here. For better or worse, 
we are all members of Andover 
at someone else’s expense. And 
in being here, we all benefit from 
the unequal distribution of edu-
cational and economic opportu-
nities in our world. I forget that 
too often. I know it’s easy for me 
to advise others to acknowledge 
the inequality in the world be-
cause I benefit from it. Nonethe-
less, I would like to remind other 
students that inequality is a re-
ality. If we want to fight against 
it and subvert it, we must first 
continue to remember and rec-

ognize the privilege that stretch-
es across all aspects of our lives 
here. 

At this time of year, with some 
of us looking on to life after An-
dover and with the rest of us 
awaiting for the new school year 
to begin in the fall,  I counsel re-
membrance even more fervently. 
Remember who has shaped our 
world, for better or for worse. If 
we do this, we will have a better 
understanding of our school and 
a clearer idea of how to live in it, 
how to learn in it, and eventually, 
how to leave it.

The Monuments Around Us

Peter Heckendorn is a three-
year Upper from Andover, Mass.
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It’s a beautiful adage,  
if  an incomplete one, that 
brought me here: “At Ando-

ver, you’ll make friends who stay 
with you for the rest of your life.” 
And, yes, I’ve made the bonds I 
was told I would, over 1:00 a.m. 
Chemistry studying, feverish 
backstage energy at Grasshopper 
Night, and hundreds of evenings 
in the dorm common room. 
These memories will last me long 
after the Cochran Bird Sanctuary 
is no longer the view outside my 
window. It’s something shared 
– the same blue blood that runs 
through our veins, the raw red 
meat on our dinner plates, and 
the throats hoarse from unapolo-
getic enthusiasm.

This is not enough. In a com-
munity this expansive, diverse, 
and fluid, I will not let myself 
become complacent with a few 
deep personal connections I’ve 
been told are enough for me to 
find my place. It has become 
conventional wisdom that being 
happy and secure here is entirely 
dependent on finding a “niche,” 
surrounding yourself with the 
select few who will stand the test 
of time; it’s longevity that mat-
ters. When I came to Andover, 
I went in search of the teachers 
who would change my life. All 
this because the school preaches 
that the end depends upon the 
beginning. “Finis origine pen-
det.” My actions, like those of 
many others around me, were 
focused on forging those suppos-
edly lifelong relationships, the 
ones who’d stay until “finis.” And 
they truly are so very valuable, 
the ones closest to me here. They 
are my family.

What then of those who pass 
by? This institution is built on 
and carried by the temporary, yet 
strong relationships that it never 
lauds. They fall to the wayside,  
ignored in favor of catalogue-

ready Bert & Ernies and Thelma 
& Louises. Many of Andover’s 
structures – the Teaching Fellow 
program, the Post-Graduate year, 
and the term-contained course 
– lend themselves to brief and 
powerful mentorship, friend-
ship, or collaboration. Each year, 
the connections that these things 
create breathe new life into the 
campus and reinforce its vigor. 
The wide-eyed Juniors who pass 
by me when I walk to class are 
a reminder of the beauty of An-
dover when I am jaded and tired 
of all the school asks of me. The 
new ideas put forth by students 
with whom I share a classroom 
for a mere ten weeks are exciting 
reminders that I have so much 
yet to learn and discover. As in-
tegral as they are to my school’s 

forward momentum, I was never 
told during Junior orientation to 
seek out these temporary con-
nections.

In a short while, this year’s 
Seniors will begin new, post-
Andover adventures. I think my 
grade will feel their absence par-
ticularly acutely. These are our 
prefects, our proctors, and our 
club heads, our first lighthouses 
in the vast blue sea that was An-
dover. Unfortunately, we can-
not keep in touch with all those 
who leave. There will be a few 
who we may stay connected to, 
sure, but not the majority. We 
will soon know their Facebook 
profile pictures better than we 
know their Sunday-morning, 
dorm-bathroom bedhead. And 
that’s okay. It’s a good thing. We 

still hold what they left us. The 
traditions that were once theirs 
are now ours to carry, and their 
advice is now ours to use and 
impart. Lasting relationships 
are not the be-all and end-all of 
human connection here. People 
come and go and contribute, 
making the tapestries of each of 
our lives increasingly bright and 
complex. Their departure makes 
room for new people to come 
in, each with their own massive 
collections of experience and 
wisdom. To entrench oneself too 
deeply in a perceived “niche” 
or to mourn too intensely those 
who pass through and seem-
ingly leave us behind (such is the 
plight of the underclassman) is 
to miss out on those to come. In 
the words of Walt Whitman, An-

dover’s “powerful play goes on, 
and you may contribute a verse.” 
Let us contribute verses, lines, 
even just words to each other’s 
plays. Try allowing new perspec-
tives offered in the classroom 
to question our most steadfast 
convictions. Offer directions to a 
lost-looking Junior whom we do 
not know on the paths in the fall. 
Embrace the youth and one-year 
tenure of the teaching fellows 
and appreciate what they offer 
to the Andover community.

We need to recognize the 
moving on as a sign of progress 
and growth. The value in these 
relationships comes not neces-
sarily from how many people 
we stay in touch with once they 
are no longer on these paths, but 
from how many people touched 
us while they were here. Tempo-
rary is not cheap, lazy, or “less.” 
Temporary is an eye forward, 
a desire to share knowledge, 
learn, and open up.

We are each other’s Vista sun-
sets: golden and brief. We know 
the childlike, wide-eyed won-
derment, with which we stand 
in awe of the deep purples and 
brilliant oranges that paint the 
ceiling of our little bubble. Be-
lieve me, my Snapchat Story is 
flooded every time the campus’s 
collective breath is taken. But 
this is the essence of the atti-
tude we must adopt. We all know 
there will come a time when an-
other sunset is as stunning as the 
one that appears before us now. 
Its beauty has been matched in 
the past. And yet we rush for the 
best angle and marvel unapolo-
getically at the beauty in front of 
us – not in spite of the fact that 
it will pass, but because it always 
does.

‘Nothing Gold Can Stay’

Miriam Feldman is a two-year 
Lower from Lexington, Mass.
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I ’m all for a good pump-
up song. I listen to pump-
up music before I work 

out, do my homework, dance, 
or go to first period on Mon-
day. Music puts me in the right 
mood to focus and gives me an 
extra burst of energy.

Many pump-up songs of to-
day, however, include the N-
word. I truly cannot stand it 
when students at Andover play 
their pump-up music and sing 
along to the N-word through-
out campus. 

When I hear the N-word, 

and particularly when I hear 
people singing along to the N-
word, I feel not only discom-
fort but also anger, sadness, 
fear, and contempt. Yet some-
how, when I hear people play-
ing this music through their 
speakers and singing along, I 
can’t tell them to stop. I con-
sider myself a social activist, 
and in most situations, I try 
to let people know when I feel 
uncomfortable due to any form 
of racism, even if it’s subtle. I 
believe that communication is 
the best way to address a prob-
lem, as people can learn and 
grow from speaking with each 
other. So why is it that I can 
never quite articulate to peo-
ple that blasting music with 
the N-word and singing along 
is so offensive?

I can never respond, because 
when I hear the N-word, I shut 
down.

 When I hear the N-word, 

I think of summer camp. I 
think of the moment when one 
camper jokingly spilled wa-
ter on a friend of mine, which 
prompted my friend to call the 
other camper the N-word. All 
the kids around just turned 
to me – the only black person 
present – and giggled. Real-
izing my presence, my friend 
quickly said that he just meant 
that word as a synonym for 
“stupid.”

When I hear the N-word, I 
think of those painfully un-
comfortable moments in Eng-
lish class when a reading uses 
the N-word and my classmates 
throw quick glances at me.

 When I hear the N-word, I 
think of my time travelling in-
ternationally to where people 

referred to me and other black 
people as the N-word instead 
of our names.

 When I hear the N-word, I 
think of countless other un-
comfortable memories, and I 
shut down.

At Alexis Lefft’s Community 
and Multicultural Develop-
ment (CAMD) Scholar presen-
tation a few months ago, she 
asked a panel of black students 
when they felt the most aware 
of being black on campus. 
When I hear music with the 
N-word, I feel the overbearing 
presence of my blackness.

I understand that many of 
the hit songs today use the N-
word, and the word oftentimes 
seems unavoidable. If you have 
a speaker to play your music, 

though, you can and should 
find a clean version.

I’ve listened to many of my 
peers discuss the N-word, and 
there are two main arguments 
that I hear: 

1. The N-word doesn’t inher-
ently have racial connotations 
anymore. It doesn’t have to be 
a slur for black people unless 
you make it one. 

2. It’s not fair that black peo-
ple say the N-word, but no one 
else can.

I’d like to address both of 
these points.

To the first point: This is 
false. The N-word is deeply 
rooted in racism. Franchesca 
Ramsey, a social activist, You-
Tube blogger, and TV show 
host put it eloquently: “The 

[N-] word was created as a 
tool of oppression. Its histori-
cal context cannot be erased.” 
Slave owners called their black 
slaves by the N-word while 
they abused them. Ku Klux 
Klan members also screamed 
the N-word while they injured 
and murdered blacks. The N-
word is and will forever be at-
tached to its racist history.

To the second point: Not all 
black people use the N-word. 
The usage varies depending 
on the person. I, personally, 
do not use the word, and I am 
not the only black person who 
refrains from using it. Many 
black people, however, do use 

the N-word, often as an act of 
reclamation. The key piece of 
that word “reclamation” is its 
prefix “re,” meaning “again.” 
This means that people are 
claiming again, or claiming 
what has been lost and giving 
it back to themselves. If you’re 
not black, the word was never 
yours in the first place – thus 
using the N-word means trying 
to claim a word that was not, 
is not, and will never be yours.

There is no need to blast or 
sing along to music with the N-
word on this campus, or else-
where. I believe in free speech 
and the right to express one’s 
opinion, but the N-word is not 
an opinion. It is degrading and 
offensive language.

A Word That Breaks Me

Rosie Poku is a three-year Up-
per from Needham, Mass.

When I was a Junior, 
I heard the repeated 
message from my 

prefects, the people who I looked 
to most for school-related infor-
mation, that Upper Year was the 
absolute worst. I heard that Up-
per Year was a terrible time of no 
sleep and infinitely harder class-
es. To me, the students that were 
Uppers during my Junior year 
seemed like battle-hardened sol-
diers, prepared for any academic 
challenge that was to come. The 
History-310 paper was their fi-
nal obstacle, and Upper Year 
had given them all of the tools to 
slay and defeat the monster that 
was the hardest year at Ando-
ver. Although people seemed to 
survive, the cost of getting there 
and the seemingly endless griev-
ances from my Upper mentors 
deterred me from looking for-
ward to 11th grade.

When I was a Lower, the 
message I heard about the 
supposed terrors of Upper 
year increased. Now the Up-
pers seemed less distant – 
they were less my mentors 
and more my friends. Up-
pers now told me about their 
loss of sleep and their crazy 
amounts of work. The idea of 
Upper year terrified me, not 
because I was afraid I would 
fail, but because of the seem-
ingly day-to-day struggles 
that students faced in what 
they viewed as the hardest 
time at Andover.

I’ve always approached 
classes here with a can-do at-
titude. Believing that the per-
fect blend of positivity and 
cynicism can help get any-
one through anything – I’ve 
thought that whatever the 
assignment, the course load, 
the event is, it can be done – 
it’s just a matter of advanced 
planning and acute time esti-
mation. In fact, I like to keep 
myself busy with commit-

ments because then I’m forced 
to waste less time on social 
media and other distractions. 
The one term when I took five 
courses instead of six was un-
doubtedly my least favorite (it 
was also winter and that’s no 
fun). Thus, as I entered Upper 
Year with 6 year-long courses, 
no one told me that what I did 
or planned to do was out of 
the ordinary.

I thought I had planned 
for Upper Year accordingly, 
avoiding 580-level science 
courses, not taking the hard-
est math course I could, and 
starting a new language class a 
level down from where I could 
have been. People couldn’t 
move past the fact that I had 
attempted to take six classes 
Upper Year, though. Hadn’t 
I heard the stories, the com-
plaints, and the reputation of 

11th grade at Andover? I often 
tritely responded about how 
I had “planned accordingly” 
so that I could have a “more 
fun Senior year” or how “six 
courses as an Upper really 
wasn’t that bad.” I’d believe it 
when I said “I can do it.”

It’s true, I have done it. Up-
per year, though, was not at all 
what I expected. Besides the 
superficial changes of, “Oh, I 
can sit in Lower Right now” 
and “Oh, now I start College 
Counseling,” in some ways 
Upper year was different be-
cause of the expectation that 
it would be different. After 
being told for two years that I 
would struggle in 11th grade, 
I felt pressure to find more 
ways to struggle in my class-
es. I felt for the first time the 
pressure to be proud when I 
slept less. I looked for things 

to complain about, because as 
an Upper, it was my turn now 
to scare the underclassmen 
and chuckle in solidarity with 
Seniors who had already sur-
vived the trials. At first, those 
changes were the only ones I 
truly saw during Upper year.

In fact, on a day-to-day ba-
sis, Upper Year isn’t all that 
different from Junior or Low-
er year. Although it varies 
from class to class, teachers 
still seem to assign equiva-
lent homework, and students 
seem to put in similar effort 
for similar grades. But the real 
change was far more subtle 
than that. Day to day, Upper 
year wasn’t “that bad” – but 
a whole experience, this year 
was emotionally and intellec-
tually draining.

What had been an average 
of seven-and-a-half or eight 

hours of sleep a night became 
six. What had been 30 min-
utes spent on a chapter of a 
book to read of class became 
45 minutes as I was pres-
sured to do better and try 
harder throughout my Upper 
year. These changes weren’t 
sudden and certainly weren’t 
the kind of things that could 
lend themselves to daily con-
sideration. Rather, the things 
that I struggled with most 
throughout Upper year built 
up over time.

But don’t be daunted by 
claims of horror and hard-
ship throughout Upper Year. 
I believe anyone has the ca-
pability to do it. Upper Year 
is terrifying because by the 
end, you’ll look back and ask 
yourself where all your hours 
went, and wonder bluntly 
how you could remember so 
little of this year, even though 
you were awake, late at night, 
for so many more hours than 
ever before.

I’m not out to change a sys-
tem – people will continue 
to perpetuate the Upper year 
stereotypes long after I’m out 
of college. I simply hope that 
I can make Upper year a little 
less scary for those who were 
scared like me. Be realistic 
and find your own blend of 
positivity and cynicism that 
works for you. Upper year is a 
storm for many Andover stu-
dents, but like all storms, it – 
and you – will eventually pass. 
I like to think that I sowed the 
seeds for a bright future in 
Junior and Lower years, and 
Upper Year, through its storm 
and tears, has watered those 
seeds. I look forward to see-
ing what grows.

Unmasking Upper Year

Tucker Drew is a three-year 
Upper from Bloomfield Hills, MI.
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... the N-word is not an 
opinion. It is degrading 
and offensive language.

I can never respond, 
because when I hear the 

N-word, I shut down.
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The thing I remember 
most about my tenure 
as Editor in Chief of 

The Phillipian was the feeling 
of panic that rose in my stom-
ach and chest each night. After 
a long day of classes, dance re-
hearsals, editorial talks, board 
meetings, homework assign-
ments, and seemingly endless 
articles, I would lie awake in 
my bed in Adams Hall, my mind 
racing through the events of the 
day, through to-do lists for the 
next day, through fears of every-
thing that could go wrong in that 
week’s paper, and through mem-
ories of mistakes that we had al-
ready made.

On a rainy day in late fall 
of 2012 when I visited Ando-
ver for the first time, my tour 
guide gestured toward Morse 
Hall, briefly telling my mother 
and me about The Phillipian, 
the incredible, award-winning 
weekly newspaper that was 
entirely uncensored and stu-
dent-run. We exchanged an 
excited glance. I have wanted 
to be a writer since I wrote my 
first short story at age five, but 
had yet to find a community 
in which my writing could be 
truly fostered. In that moment, 

I decided that if I were lucky 
enough to be accepted to An-
dover, I would work for The 
Phillipian. Little did I know 
the adventure I was to encoun-
ter in that storied Newsroom 
in the basement of Morse.

I began working as a writer 
for Arts & Leisure almost as 
soon as I stepped on campus 
my Lower Fall. There was 
something so magical about it. 
I would attend concerts and 
gallery openings, introduc-
ing myself afterwards to the 
speakers – “My name is Sara 
Luzuriaga, and I’m a writer for 
The Phillipian. Do you mind 
if I ask you a few questions?” 
Then I would sit at my desk 
each Sunday evening, putting 
the quotes together like pieces 
in a puzzle, then sending it off 
to the Arts Associates to edit 
and print. Back then, I had 
no idea what went into print-
ing a newspaper. But I knew 
that by writing articles, I was, 
in some small way, helping to 
give voice to the artistic com-
munity on our campus.

It’s funny to look back on 
that time in my life, now that 
I’ve been through all stages 
of The Phillipian and have 
walked away from it. Before I 
became an Arts & Leisure As-
sociate, the Newsroom seemed 
shrouded by some lovely, inky 
haze. I pictured some of the 
best minds in our school gath-
ered together entirely of their 
own volition, discussing world 
events, headlines, and journal-
istic integrity. And, in truth, 
that is partly what it was. Oc-
casionally, when I was down 
in the Newsroom with CXXX-
VIII, I would look around at all 
the brilliant people surround-
ing me, awed and humbled 

by how fiercely they all loved 
the paper and by the extent to 
which they committed to it. It 
seemed so rare to have a group 
of high-school students pursue 
such a high level of profes-

sionalism – not for academic 
credit, not because a teacher 
was telling us to, but because 
we loved it.

But perhaps the most impor-
tant lesson I learned by way of 
working for The Phillipian is 
how dangerous it is to idolize 
something, to view something 
only one way. Yes, we did have 
intellectually-stimulating dis-
cussions. Yes, we published 
papers each week. Yes, I be-
came a leader on campus. Yes, 

people started to view me with 
more respect. But the reality 
of the Newsroom wasn’t the 
stimulating, Dead Poets Soci-
ety-esque intellectualism that 
I had anticipated. And, no mat-

ter how carefully I presented 
myself or how hard I worked, I 
always managed to fail in some 
way or another. Put simply, be-
ing Editor in Chief wasn’t as 
easy as I tried to make it out to 
be.

I shed more tears in that 
Newsroom than anywhere 
else. I formed incredibly 
strong friendships, but those 
friendships were tested with 
alarming vigor and frequency. 
It grew exhausting to always 
be down there in the basement 
of Morse, to feel like I was run-
ning a marathon each and ev-
ery week. After a late night and 
a restless sleep, it was so hard 
to gather the strength to get 
out of bed and do it all again – 
to do it with neat hair and lip 
gloss, with a smile on my face.

Again, I do not regret work-
ing for The Phillipian. Some of 
my fondest memories at An-
dover happened in the News-
room. I get to look back at 
the history of the school and 
feel that I made my mark on it 
and that I, and the rest of the 
board, contributed something 
to the community. I learned 
about leadership, friendship, 
priorities, ethics, conflict-res-
olution, and honesty. I found a 
home in the basement of Morse 
with the 138th board. But I 
now know that things aren’t al-
ways what they seem, and nei-
ther are people. Within each 
neatly-packaged, romanticized 
branding of a person or orga-
nization is a living, breathing 
entity, one that laughs, cries, 
and struggles to keep moving 
forward. I am much more than 
Sara Luzuriaga, former Edi-
tor in Chief; The Phillipian is 
much more than a high-school 
newspaper.

With all its ups and downs, 
its nuances and multiplicities, 
and its strengths and weak-
nesses, The Phillipian was my 
home for one-third of my An-
dover career. It shaped me as a 
person, a thinker, and a leader. 
I am forever indebted to it for 
the brief blip on its history 
that I was allowed to occupy. 
But it’s over now, and as I walk 
away from the most stressful 
facet of my Andover career, I 
feel no regret. I did all that I 
could do. Now, as I spend my 
Senior Spring laughing with 
the friends who have become 
my family, enjoying the sun 
on the Great Lawn, and strug-
gling to feel a goodbye, I’m not 

looking back to The Phillipian. 
I’m not trying to make it more 
than what it was. Instead, I rel-
ish what remains of my career 
at Andover and look forward, 
humbly and realistically, to 
what the next stage in my life 
will hold.

The Strength to Go Forth
e.wu/THE PHILLIPIAN

Sara Luzuriaga is a three-year 
Senior from Havertown, PA., and 
Editor in Chief of The Phillipian, 
vol. CXXXVIII.

I have wanted to be a 
writer since I wrote my 
first short story at age 
five, but had yet to find 
a community in which 

my writing could be truly 
fostered. 

... I would sit at my desk 
each Sunday evening, 

putting the quotes 
together like pieces in a 

puzzle...

Before I became an...
Associate, the Newsroom 

seemed shrouded by 
some lovely, inky haze.

I found a home in the 
basement of Morse with 

the 138th board.

SARA LUZURIAGA
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It took me much longer 
than it should have to get 
around to writing this ar-

ticle. And while it would be 
easy enough to attribute that 
to a busy schedule, or Senior 
Spring Laziness™, that simply 
wouldn’t be true. I think the 
truth of the matter is I struggled 
to write this reflection because I 
know that graduating and leav-
ing Andover will be as difficult 
as it is joyous, as trying as it is 
triumphant.

         I didn’t cry my first 
night at Andover, or even my 
first week; in fact, homesick-
ness evaded me until a couple 
months into my Lower year. I 
spent those first months of Ju-
nior year spellbound, thorough-
ly enchanted by the world that 
had suddenly opened up before 
me. Maybe it wasn’t Califor-
nia, but I truly felt as though I 
were living my own variant of 
an independent, spontaneous, 
“Zoey 101”-esque lifestyle. I me-
thodically signed up for each 
and every club at my first Club 
Rally, marveling at the wealth of 
smaller worlds within Andover 
that were eager to accept me. 
I wondered who I might be in 
four years, what version of Sky-
lar I would become.

         My 14-year old self 
would not have been surprised 
to see I remained involved with 
The Phillipian. I had also writ-
ten for my middle school paper, 
and wrote my first Commentary 
article the first week of Junior 
year. But 14-year old me did not 
know, or even consider, that the 
girl on the board of The Phillip-
ian might also participate in the 
fall musical. She did not imagine 
that that same girl might plan 
Black Arts Weekend one year, 
or join a hip-jazz band the next, 
or declaim a deeply personal es-

say to the entire student body 
the next. Skylar, the 14-year 
old one, had imagined distinct 
versions of me, her future self: 
Skylars who knew what their 
“thing” was and stuck to it. She 

believed that after Junior year 
she would stop dabbling, stop 
trying things, because by then 
she should know exactly what 
she wanted.

         I never got to that stage, 

that sudden moment of sage 
knowing in which I would re-
alize who I was and what my 
passions were. Did I want to be 
a Blue Key Head, or did I want 
to run for Co-President? Was I 

going to go out for Azure Co-
Head, or try my hand at debate? 
I could not decide, and for a 
long while, I chastised myself 
for not knowing exactly who I 
wanted to be at Andover. How 
could I not know what I wanted 
as I watched my friends carve 
out their own niches for them-
selves, as debaters or sculptors 
or athletes? Why was I so inde-
cisive? Why couldn’t I choose?

         I only came to appreci-
ate my indecision in my Senior 
year, after trying out for the fall 
musical on a whim and landing a 
role. Had I forced myself to sim-
ply become Phillipian-Skylar 
or Azure-Skylar, I surely would 
have missed out on the experi-
ences that truly shaped my time 
here. That I struggled to essen-
tialize myself, to distill my inter-
ests into one all-encompassing 
passion, was an indicator that I 
didn’t need to.

         There are many things 
I wish I could have done here – 
I think I could go through An-
dover four more times and still 
have not done them all. But now, 
on the cusp of leaving my teach-
ers, my friends, and the blessed 
luxury of having a single dorm 
room, I am content with the ver-
sion of Skylar I have become. I 
can only hope that the same is 
true for all of us when we finally 
leave here, that we never force 
ourselves to become one-di-
mensional versions of ourselves, 
that we always leave ourselves 
room to do Andover differently 
than we expected. That is what I 
loved about my time at Andover. 
And that is why it will be so hard 
to leave. 

Opportunity From Indecision 

Skylar-Bree Takyi is a four-
year Senior from Pasadena, CA., 
and Managing  Editor of The 
Phillipian, vol. CXXXVIII.
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Attempting to reflect 
on four long years at 
Andover is like trying 

to paint the waves. There are so 
many memories to sift through, 
and they crash in, unbidden, 
one after another. Many of them 
blur together, resurfacing only as 
general feelings. It’s impossible 
to pick a single thing that de-
fines my time here. So what fol-
lows are twelve lessons, one for 
each term of my Andover career. 
These are not the most impor-
tant things I learned; those can’t 
be elucidated so easily. These are 
just the things that came to mind.

Junior Fall: Find families at An-
dover. They matter. I was unbe-
lievably lucky to make the volley-
ball team before Junior year even 
started. It was my crash course at 
Andover. And even though I rode 
the bench like it was my job, just 
being a part of something was 
what mattered. Andover can be 
a lonely place, but it doesn’t have 
to be. Find your families at Ando-
ver and turn to them.

Junior Winter: Try everything. 
It’s hard to put yourself out there. 
I was so scared of looking like a 
fool that I closed myself off to the 
possibilities available, whether it 
was auditioning for a DramaLab 
or joining a new club. It wasn’t 
until our ragtag group of Juniors 
won the Dodgeball Tournament 
that I saw how looking like a fool 
could yield something not so bad 
after all.

Junior Spring: There are some 
things worth fighting for. While 
everyone else was playing Spike-
ball and taking trips to Pomps 
Pond, a small group of Seniors 
were starting a movement: Femi-
nism is Equality. F=E was the 
movement that swept away the 
dust, clearing a space for con-
versation to grow. The Andover 
I entered, four years ago, is not 
the same Andover I’m leaving, 
and it all started with those Se-
niors who were determined to be 
heard.

Lower Fall: Love your dorm. 
When I moved into Adams 

Hall, I learned what dorm pride 
was. Adams is my home. It’s a 
randomly-assorted collection of 
people who, despite diverging in-
terests and varying personalities, 
just get along. My best friends, 
my proctors, the house counsel-
ors, that Senior down the hall 
whose room I practically lived 
in – my dorm has always been my 
home base.

Lower Winter: Your teachers 
and house counselors aren’t out 
to get you. Teachers are just peo-
ple. They have favorites, and they 
have flaws, but they really just 
want what they believe is best 
for us. And they know a lot more 
than we think they do.

Lower Spring: Sometimes, 
things just don’t work out. Things 
fall apart. People don’t get along. 
Dust yourself off and move on.

Upper Fall: If you’re going to 
pull an all-nighter, find a buddy. 
There are people who will go 
through their entire Andover ca-
reers without pulling a single all-

nighter. Then there’s everyone 
else. I discovered that the longer 
I stayed up, the more energy I 
had. I’d while away the hours 
half-writing, half-messaging 
my all-nighter buddy on Face-
book with updated word counts. 
There’s a certain companionship 
in talking to someone while the 
rest of the school sleeps around 
you.

Upper Winter: “Find what you 
love and let it kill you” – Charles 
Bukowski. On January 30, I be-
gan a year-long adventure with 
some of the best people I know. 
It was work, and it took time, but 
it was spectacular. I fell in love 
with The Phillipian. Those hours 
in the Newsroom, after everyone 
else had returned to their dorms, 
became what I lived for. Every 
night felt sacred, burningly im-
portant.

Upper Spring: Take the break. 
Go to the dance. Do the thing. 
You have time. Staying inside to 
work is never the right choice. 

Anytime I chose to skip going out 
in favor of doing work, I found 
myself alone, unproductive, and 
miserable. Whatever the assign-
ment is, it’s not worth sacrificing 
a sunny day for.

Senior Fall: There’s too little 
time to hold grudges. I hold 
grudges, so this was a tough les-
son to learn (one that I haven’t 
really gotten the hang of ), but 
it’s never too late to make new 
friends, and you should always 
give second chances. People 
change over time, and they might 
just surprise you. Not to men-
tion, with only so many days left, 
there’s no time to waste disliking 
someone.

Senior Winter: Listen. At An-
dover, we are often told that we 
are smart and that we are special. 
We are told to formulate strong 
opinions and stand by them. We 
learn to believe in ourselves and 
believe that we are right. Self-
assurance is not a flaw, but bull-
ish obstinacy (into which self-as-

surance so often mutates) is one. 
It’s so important that we possess 
a willingness to consider where 
other people are coming from. 
Everyone has a reason for think-
ing the way that they do, and 
asking “why?” is so easy. I have 
always been bad at this, but I am 
learning.

Senior Spring: Andover is what 
you make of it. Looking back 
from the warm lethargy of Senior 
Spring, it’s easy to sand away the 
rough parts of my Andover ex-
perience. Don’t get me wrong; 
there were tough times. There 
were times when I wanted to 
quit, to smash my head through 
a wall and hop on the first flight 
home. But there were also won-
derful times. There were times 
when everything clicked and the 
sun was shining and there were 
chicken nuggets in Paresky Com-
mons and I was wholly, tremen-
dously happy. The trick is in the 
balancing of those poles, the faith 
that something good will coun-
teract the bad, and the readiness 
to take the good times as they 
come, however far and few be-
tween.

I grew up here. Andover has 
been my home for four years, 
and I would do it all over again 
if I could. There’s something 
uniquely valuable about the com-
munity here, the way it incubates 
us and gives us a chance to make 
mistakes and pick ourselves back 
up again. This place is not per-
fect, and I most definitely am 
not perfect. This half-baked ad-
vice comes from an 18-year-old, 
looking in the rearview mirror at 
something that’s still all around 
her, so take it or leave it. I may not 
have experienced all that much – 
but I have experienced Andover, 
and I’m incredibly grateful for 
the time I’ve been given.

One Term at a Time
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Years down the road, 
perhaps this article will 
serve as inspiration for a 

lucky Senior thumbing through 
the archives, yearning for the 
right words for his or her Senior 
Reflection, much like I’ve done 
for the past few days. The inevi-
table truth was that I couldn’t 
find those words in other peo-
ple’s experiences. I sort of knew 
that going in, but I had con-
vinced myself that reading old 
reflections would elucidate me 
in some way, prompt something 
to materialize on my blank docu-

ment. 
As my friends and peers can 

tell you quite confidently, I 
have a tendency to introspect 
and mythologize; to freeze 
and savor. I get sentimental 
and nostalgic. Often, I don’t 
want to let go of what I know 
and love because of what lies 
beyond. When The Phillip-
ian turned over from CXXX-
VIII to CXXXIX in February, 
I made a short, “Office”-style 
film called “The Newsroom,” 
in part to honor the great work 
our board had done, but also, 
more selfishly, so that I could 
encapsulate and save at least a 
tiny nugget of what it was like 
to live and breathe The Philli-
pian, which we had all done for 
years before turnover.

And now is my chance to 
preserve a legacy, to cement it 
all into something meaningful. 

This is my opportunity to leave 
behind a chunk of my four 
years at Andover in an issue of 
The Phillipian, pages redolent 
of ink and paper that I know 
will greet me with the familiar 
stiffness of a new paper, and 
ultimately, the satisfying lan-
guidness of one perused. 

My trip through the last few 
Commencement issues, al-

though fruitless on the surface, 
reminded me of the names that 
had filled the masthead before 
CXXXVIII’s. Some of them I 
knew or recognized – Jamie 
Chen, Phoebe Gould, Ellie 
Blum, Stephen Moreland, Ani-
ka Kim, and Sam Green. (Sam, 
if you’re reading this, I want 
to thank you for the congenial 
Facebook message that allevi-

ated some of the doubt this Ju-
nior – who decided to one day 
message the Editor in Chief 
of The Phillipian – had about 
joining the paper). I bring this 
up because many of the reflec-
tions I read were authored by 
now-alums who I looked up to 
as an underclassman. For some 
of the older names, that’s all 
they were: names. But some-

thing about looking back at old 
editors’ reflections made me 
feel like I was part of some-
thing greater than myself. I re-
alized that my Andover experi-
ence was largely synonymous 
with my experience with The 
Phillipian.

The Phillipian was unique 
in that, for me, much of this 
connection to years past came 

from moments of solitude, 
not the Wednesday nights and 
Capri-Sun pouches and Gush-
ers and redlines and empty 
Paresky Commons plates. It 
wasn’t the rush of fetching 
the paper on Thursday or the 
musty smell that emanated 
from the Newsroom whenever 
that ragged and dusty 5-pound 
dumbbell was all that stood be-

tween the world of The Philli-
pian and the basement hallway 
of Morse Hall. 

The connection I felt came 
from the times I got to Lower 
Right before anyone else on 
Friday mornings and exam-
ined the work we had done the 
night (or early morning – I’m 
looking at you, SOTA) prior. 
It came from the penetrating 

echo of my footsteps off of the 
brick walls of George Washing-
ton Hall during my otherwise 
silent midnight walks back to 
Stearns House after covenant. 
It came from spending Sunday 
mornings alone in the News-
room, not even working on 
the paper, but maybe reading 
a book, doing homework, or 
watching TV.

These were moments when 
I felt alone and intimate with 
The Phillipian and Andover. 
Moments in which I didn’t feel 
like part of a 238-year old ma-
chine, a sentiment most Ando-
ver students feel at some point 

or another, but rather some-
thing special that I felt that I 
had a very real part in. When I 
was really able to slow things 
down and think about my time 
at Andover, as I could in my 
moments of isolation, I felt a 
deep connection to those who 
have come before me and to 
Andover. I’ll be forever grate-
ful to The Phillipian for giving 
me these moments in which I 
found my place at Andover. 

Digging Through the Archives
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Summer:
The first experiences I 

had with Andover are all 
from the summer. My father 
went here, so I grew up run-
ning around the track in the 
Case Memorial Cage with his 
friends’ kids during reunions 
and straining my neck to try to 
catch a glimpse of the Cochran 
Chapel and the Bell Tower 
from the highway on drives 
up to Maine. When my father 
pointed out his old school on 
those drives, he sometimes 
mentioned how, when he was 
a student, the sight of the Bell 
Tower looming on the horizon 
gave him a pit in his stomach 
when he returned from breaks. 
I didn’t understand why then, 
but I do now. 

For me, Andover used to be a 
place characterized by excite-
ment and mystery. The earliest 
distinct memory I have of this 
school is a rainy June day dur-
ing one of my dad’s reunions, 
playing cards in a stately white 
tent with a bunch of other 
kids. I was one of the young-
est there, and I felt a bit in-
timidated and alone. But there 
was something magical about 
the school even then. The dull 
red of the bricks, the soothing 
gray of the rainy sky, the clean 
white of the tent and the glim-
mering green of the June grass 
combined for a majestic beauty 
that only a rainy late spring or 
early summer version of Ando-
ver can achieve.

Fall:

Here’s a story: In my dad’s 
first intramural soccer game 
at Andover, he scored a goal. 
Great – this is going to be 
easy, he thought. It never is: 
That was the only goal he ever 
scored in two years. There is 
something great to me about 
his excitement and his belief 
in himself after that goal. It is 
naïveté, youth, autumn.

The cliché goes that spring is 
the time of beginnings and of 
rebirth, but here it is the fall. 
Everything feels new again, 
and life is a series of firsts once 
more. I really fell in love with 
Andover in the autumn: I first 
thought of it as a place I could 
be in seventh grade when my 
family toured for my sister. 
By the time we were driving 
home, I had practically memo-
rized the viewbook and course 
catalog. I still love Andover 
autumns – during the fall, I 
remember being a prospective 

student, and I am reminded of 
why I came to Andover. This is 
a powerful place and in many 
ways a positive one. It’s easy 
to forget this when things get 
tough, so look around once 
in awhile. You might be sur-
prised.

Winter:
I don’t know much about my 

dad’s winters here; he doesn’t 
tell many stories about his two 
Winter Terms. They must have 
been tough for him, a kid from 
Houston who had probably 
only seen snow a few times be-
fore here. I guess winters are 
hard on everyone.

Spring:
One of my father’s favorite 

stories about his time at An-
dover might seem to touch 
upon the mundane, but it has 
managed to stay with him for 
some 30 odd years. The story 
is a short and simple one. One 
day in the spring, sitting in his 

room in Adams Hall (then a 
boys dorm), he had a vision of a 
small airplane buzzing in right 
through the window when a 
tiny bird suddenly chirped its 
way into his room. This anec-
dote itself may not have some 
great inherent meaning, but it 
does say something about our-
selves: We have a tendency to 
mythologize, and spring is the 
great season of mythologizing.

I think sometimes about the 
Andover we see on revisits and 
in the glossy brochures printed 
by the Admissions team: kids 
playing Wiffle ball on the lawn 
juxtaposed with impressive 
stats about college admissions. 
You, too, can have it all, we 
are told; that is the great fic-
tion of Andover. We are forced 
quickly to make choices here, 
and these choices matter. I 
have had enough good friends 
leave prematurely to know 
this to be true. Smaller myths 

abound, too. (Senior Spring, 
for instance: turns out you ac-
tually do have to work).  And 
we create our own personal 
mythologies. We tell ourselves 
whatever we need to; on the 
dark winter nights, we imagine 
a romanticized version of the 
coming spring. We insistently 
remind ourselves that we be-
long, that we have a place at 
Andover for a reason. 

And then we find ourselves 
here, at the ultimate liminal 
stage of our Andover careers. 
We spend more time with our 
friends, because Andover, they 
say, is all about the people. We 
talk to underclassmen as if we 
have all the answers, because, 
well, don’t we? (We don’t). 
We forge memories out of mo-
ments – sometimes naturally, 
sometimes artificially – be-
cause that’s what we feel we 

are supposed to do. And we 
try to solidify our legacies, in 
the hopes that, just as we have 
produced our own mytholo-
gies, we will become at least a 
footnote in the great story of 
Andover. Because this, in the 
end, is the essential struggle: 
to define ourselves, to con-
vince ourselves of our own 
worth. To look Andover in the 
face and know – believe – that 
she is looking at us back, aware 
of and maybe even grateful for 
our existence.

Seasons from Father to Son
LINCOLN HERRINGTON

Lincoln Herrington is a four-
year Senior from New York, New 
York. He was the Front Page 
Editor for The Phillipian, vol. 
CXXXVIII.

Pranav Tadikonda is a four-
year Senior from New York, 
NY., and is the Executive Digital 
Editor for The Phillipian, vol. 
CXXXVIII.

When I was able to slow 
things down... I felt a 

deep connection to those 
who have come before 

me and to Andover.
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This is my opportunity to 
leave behind a chunk of 
my four years at Andover 

in an issue of The 
Phillipian. 

The cliché goes that 
spring is the time of 
beginnings and of 

rebirth, but here it is the 
fall.

We have a tendency to 
mythologize, and spring 

is the great season of 
mythologizing.
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I woke up at 6:30 a.m. every 
day Junior year, well before 
sunrise on most mornings. 

I set two alarms back to back, 
just in case the first one didn’t 
launch me out of the covers, into 
the shower, and forward onto 
my day. Looking back, though, I 
think I could have been a better 
person with that extra hour of 
sleep: less grouchy at breakfast, 
more cheerful on the paths, more 
sociable during first-period His-
tory with Dr. Jones.

The idea four years ago was to 
train myself to be an early bird. 
“New place, new me,” I thought. 
But it quickly became clear that 
Andover wouldn’t be seeing a 
“new me” – just more of the 
same. I wake up at 8 a.m. almost 
every day now. I don’t see sun-
rises anymore. Life is good.

One of my favorite activities 
at Andover is giving tours to 
prospective students. It comes 
rather easily to me because I 
don’t have to lie about how much 
I have loved it here. A common 
question I get is some variation 
of “Why did you choose Ando-
ver?” If they mention Exeter in 
their question, I make a jokey 
grimace to do my part in keeping 
the rivalry alive.

I know how other tour guides 
answer this question. Most start 
with the phrase “As soon as I 
stepped foot on campus...” and 
end mystically with “...I just 
knew.” Sprinkle some Admis-
sions sugar in the middle and 
families walk away happy.

But personally, I felt none of 
that instant connection when 
I came here; not the first time I 
heard the Memorial Bell Tow-
er chime, nor my first meal in 
Paresky Commons, nor frankly 
even my first turn around the 
corner of Chapel Avenue, with 
Blue Keys screaming my name. 
For my first few days as an offi-
cial Andover student, I toddled 
around campus feeling lost. 
Then days became weeks and 

even months. I wondered where 
the magic was, that transcenden-
tal feeling of belonging that the 
tour guides raved about. I wor-
ried that I had made a big mis-
take.

As a Senior, I am still trying 
to find that feeling, even now as 
I am leaving Andover. That be-
ing said, the teachers I have had, 
the friends I have made, and the 

memories I have created make 
me more and more sure that 
Andover is my home. I thank 
Model United Nations for teach-
ing me to speak, the crew team 
for teaching me to persevere, 
and The Phillipian for giving me 
a voice and something to love. 
Most of all, I have to thank the 
people that I have met here be-
cause they have made my Ando-

ver experience truly something 
else.

In many ways, I am the same 
person who walked the paths 
four years ago. And yet in many 
more, Andover has challenged 
me to grow: not a “new me,” but 
a wiser and more weathered one.

For Seniors, another common 
question now is simply “How do 
you feel?” For us, the true weight 

of the inquiry is implicit in the 
warm air of springtime, in the 
photo-ready grass of the Great 
Lawn and the rows of seats set 
up in front of Samuel Phillips 
Hall. My answer to that question 
is that I am ready to leave. It’s not 
because I hated it here – not in 
the slightest – but rather because 
I have loved Andover so much, in 
triumph and in tribulation. Yes, I 
am scared to prepare for life on 
another campus – the last thing 
I want to do is start over. But I 
am also eager to depart because I 
know that there is nothing to be 
gained from comfort. So it feels 
right that, just as I am getting my 
foothold here, I am moving onto 
something new – a terrifying 
prospect of course, but a thrill-
ing opportunity in the same way 
Andover was all that time ago.

It’s writing this final para-
graph that’s the hardest, because 
I know when I dot my last “i” it 
means that it’s time to go. And so 
I will say just one more thing: I 
will never forget the night before 
the start of my Senior Spring. I 
arrived to campus for the last 
time from Logan International, 
in a school bus full of sleepy row-
ers. But as tired as we were, it 
was impossible to ignore the Bell 
Tower rising over the horizon, 
pushing past trees and houses 
that rushed silently by our sides. 
Shadows outside felt familiar, 
even in the dark. Nobody said a 
word, just waiting. Finally, the 
sights of Andover came into full 
view, soft fragments of street-
lights still singing in the rain. 
And though it was past sunset, in 
that moment I could almost be-
lieve it was Junior year and I was 
watching the sun rise once more.
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Bright-eyed and bushy-
tailed, ready to take on 
the world. I thought I was 

going to fight Andover, and win. 
Boy, was I wrong.

Every time we fought, Ando-
ver emerged victorious. I was 
beaten down and bruised by 
failed chemistry tests, failed ten-
nis tryouts, failed board appli-
cations… I failed a lot. But with 
each failure, Andover stayed by 
my side, holding my hand while I 
healed from my wounds. I found 
relief in chocolate-chip cookies 
from Susie’s, advising meetings 
with Mrs. Barnes, and rant ses-
sions in Mrs. Wall’s office. These 
are the moments that I cherish 
the most from my time at Ando-
ver; not the failures, but the mo-
ments characterized by laughter, 
comfort, and, more often than 
not, just a touch of absurdity.

I write this article both as an 
artifact of my Andover self, and 
as a public thank you to all of 
the people who help carry me 
through my Andover career.

The year it all began…
1. From player, to Co-Captain, 

to Manager, I’ve done it all. My 
coaches taught me to love soccer, 
despite failing to make the var-
sity team three years in a row.

2. One does not simply ven-
ture downtown in the midst of a 
snowstorm. On a fateful wintery 
afternoon, three naïve Juniors 
decided that Blizzard Nemo 
would be the ideal backdrop for 
a food run downtown. Not only 
did we fail to return with snacks 
for the storm, but we also had a 
close call with death by hypo-
thermia.

3. Pentatonix. I distinctly re-
member my heart fluttering in 
my chest in the moment that the 
stage lights flickered on in the 
Cochran Chapel and a wall of 
sound emerged from just five mi-
crophones. Watching an alumni 
on his rise to musical fame gave 

me hope that I too could one day 
find success through hard work 
and passion.

The year I found my family…
4. We managed to fit 16 people 

around a small Paresky Com-
mons table. And at that table I 
found my people. When I had a 
cultural identity crisis, we made 
dumplings together. When I 
faced college drama, we talked 
until my tears ran dry and my 
problems were solved. They 
were there for me when I needed 
them to be.

5. Home away from home. As 
an international student, trav-

eling home can be tiring and 
lonely. I was lucky to find a local 
family who opened their home 
to me and gave me the safe space 
I needed to decompress from a 
long, stressful term of the Ando-
ver grind.

6. Nothing wakes you up like 
a couple of Mr. Monaco jokes. 
It’s much easier to love the long 
rehearsals when your conductor 
cracks jokes every few minutes.

7. To the boy who taught me 
how to love. It was worth it.

 
The year I settled in.
8. The best lesson in time man-

agement one could ever receive. 
Working for The Phillipian was a 
physically grueling and mentally 
demanding experience. I, how-
ever, would not be the student I 
am today had I not been taught 
to independently make big deci-
sions and perform under tight 
deadlines. Most importantly, I 
learned that if I wanted food on 
Wednesday nights, I had to get to 
the Newsroom early.

9. The sound of a camera shut-
ter is oddly relaxing. Whenever 
I felt overwhelmed by my work-
load, I liked to step away and 
walk around campus with my 

camera and a couple of friends. 
These photos now plaster the 
walls of my room.

10. The moment I realized I 
was about to become a Senior. 
Seeing the class of 2016 flag fly-
ing on Mr. Palfrey’s house at Up-
per Spring Fling stopped me in 
my tracks. And all of a sudden, 
I felt the weight of college drop 
down on my shoulders.

11. Celebrate good times. In 
honor of the end of Upper Spring, 
we pulled out a keyboard, a gui-
tar, and some makeshift percus-
sion instruments, and sang until 
our voices were sore.

The year it comes to a close…
12. The room at the end of the 

hall. On the olive green couch 
in the corner of the room at the 
end of the hall, I found my sis-
ters. I found a group of Bancroft 
girls who were willing to enter-
tain thoughts produced by my 
exhausted mind and to support 
me through late nights of writing 
papers and completing physics 
problem sets.

13. Twelve shows. I will never 
forget the feeling of emerging 
from the darkness onto the lit 
stage and performing alongside 
17 of the most talented female 
musicians on campus.

14. The band. We make great 
music and have fun doing it. And 
to my partner in crime, when I 
am with you there’s no place I’d 
rather be.

15. To trying new things. Af-
ter spending three years at An-
dover, I had settled into a com-
fort zone and had no plans for 
stepping outside of it. The crew 
team pulled me into a whirlwind 
training trip and showed me that 
trying something new might just 
result in a new appreciation for 
life.

 
’16. We did it.

Sixteen for ’16
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One More Sunrise
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I arrived at Andover in   
the fall of 2012 as a politi-
cally-unaffiliated student 

(not that I would have identified 
myself as such – I simply had no 
political preferences). With no 
prior exposure to politics and 
only a rudimentary grasp of the 
American political system, I had 
no reason to be a Republican or 
a Democrat. Andover quickly 
gave me a reason in the form of 
peer pressure.

I came from a school where I 
was surrounded by peers who 
also knew very little about poli-
tics, but it seemed that at Ando-
ver, everyone knew about the 
political world. I read political 
Commentary articles in The 
Phillipian, written by students 
just a year or two older than 
me on subjects I had only heard 
about once or twice. On social 
media, my peers would engage 
in passionate debates about 
political issues, a phenomenon 
that was totally nonexistent be-
tween my old classmates. Clear-
ly, I thought to myself, I was be-
hind the curve.

I set out to form a solid under-
standing of the political land-
scape. In finding my political 
identity, I chose the label that I 
thought would fit me best at the 
time. For a variety of reasons 
including faith, socioeconomic 
background, and personal incli-
nations, I chose to identify as a 
Republican by the time Lower 
year rolled around. In one year, 
my political affiliation had tak-
en shape.

Identifying with a political 
party has its benefits. I joined 
the Republican Society as a 
Lower and served as co-pres-
ident of the club for my Senior 
year. Through the club, I’ve 
been able to make connections 
with like-minded peers and 
learn from them. PA Democrats 
club fulfills a similar role for 
liberal students. Party mem-
bership is an important part of 
building camaraderie between 
people who hold similar values, 
as well as a requirement for get-
ting involved in party events.

On the other hand, party af-

filiation is invariably disastrous 
for political discourse. Un-
derstandably, parties ask their 
members to support the set of 
ideals that the party supports. 
In other words, they ask for loy-
alty. Adhering to a broad set of 
ideals on an organization’s say-
so, however, is unbefitting of an 
informed citizen.

Party affiliation can encour-
age the development of unin-
formed opinions which hurts 
the general quality of political 
conversations. Consequently, 
our ability to compromise is im-
paired. For a Republican, it be-
comes easy to dismiss a Demo-

crat’s idea without considering 
it thoroughly, and vice versa. For 
example, I found myself harbor-
ing anti-gun control views for 
much of my Lower year simply 
because that is the position of 
the larger Republican party. In 
my case, some research into the 
issue would have led to a differ-
ent opinion.

As a Republican on campus, 
I also experienced moments of 
hesitation when disclosing my 
political affiliation. A common 
complaint I heard from mem-
bers of PA Republican Society 
was that they felt pigeonholed 
as far-right conservatives when 

they were, in actuality, mod-
erately conservative. After a 
couple years of identifying as a 
conservative, I could empathize 
with their frustration.

When these complaints were 
voiced, there was always the 
implicit statement that this was 
a struggle unique to conserva-
tive students. In other words, 
political pigeonholing was un-
derstood to be a liberal phe-
nomenon. I believe that this is 
simply not true. The rhetoric I 
sometimes heard at Republican 
Society meetings proved to me 
that conservative students con-
sistently label liberal students 

as a far-left leaning population. 
I can only assume that neither 
group judges the other accu-
rately.

In the twilight of my Andover 
career, I arrived at two conclu-
sions about the political scene 
on campus. First, students are 
not able to overcome party loy-
alty on a consistent basis. Sec-
ond, students are quick to make 
judgements based on broad la-
bels such as “liberal” or “con-
servative.” Students could theo-
retically solve these issues by 
resisting the impulse to adhere 
to their party’s ideology and 
doing their research on every 
political issue. They could also 
keep a totally open mind when-
ever they are speaking with 
someone from the other party.

A far more practical solution, 
however, is for more students to 
remain politically unaffiliated 
or independent. While a num-
ber of students may have strong 
political leanings before arriv-
ing at Andover, many do not. 
Each entering class has great 
potential for thoughtful politi-
cal discourse through non-affil-
iation. 

The political organizations on 
campus have a responsibility to 
preserve this potential. Inde-
pendents Club should make an 
effort to be more visible, while 
its Republican and Democrat 
counterparts should work more 
closely than ever before. Fur-
ther polarization of the political 
dialogue on campus will only 
hurt students by presenting pol-
itics as a binary system.

I leave Andover as a politi-
cally-unaffiliated student. With 
plenty of exposure to campus 
politics and a decent grasp of 
the American political system, 
I realize that political affiliation 
stands in the way of progress 
more often than it enables prog-
ress. Andover does not need the 
yoke of the two-party system to 
hinder its intellectual spirit.

A New Political Landscape

e.wu/THE PHILLIPIAN

Peter Hahn is a four-year Se-
nior from Georgetown, MA., and 
is a Sports Editor for The Philli-
pian, vol. CXXXVIII.

Perhaps I can only say this 
now because I am liberated 
from the burden of college ad-
missions. 

I underwent an incredible 
transformation during my time 
here. I began my Andover ca-
reer on a breezy afternoon in 
the fall of 2012; I stepped foot 
onto the campus as a naive and 
passionate fourteen-year-old. 
Throughout my Lower year, I 
started to find my place in the 
community and tried to learn as 
much as possible by attending 
club meetings and paying close 
attention to guest speakers dur-

ing All-School Meeting. Then, 
of course, I sold my soul to Up-
per Year, with all its monotony, 
apathy, and ennui, just for the 
sake of good grades. Now, as a 
carefree Senior, I enjoy immedi-
ate pleasures such as watching 
Netflix or lawning. 

During Upper year, I felt my-
self deteriorate. I sacrificed my 
passion for learning a lost myself 
to obtaining 6’s to perfect my 
résumé because I didn’t think 
it was possible to reconcile my 
passion and success. I believed 
that grades and extracurricular 
perfection would give me some 
form of solace, a superficial sat-
isfaction that would allow me 
to feel secure during such an 

arbitrary college admissions 
process. I tried to “win” at ev-
erything I partook in, because it 
was all a competition. 

Although I achieved the de-
sired results, I felt a deep, over-
whelming hollowness and spent 
endless nights crying in my room 
alone for reasons that I could 
not pinpoint. I climbed this pro-
verbial ladder of academics and 
extracurriculars, finding com-
fort in being the most intense, 
machine-like version of myself. 

During The Phillipian’s trip 
to New York City in my Upper 
Spring, I felt inspired for the 
first time since Chris Hughes’s 
speech my Lower year. After 
meeting so many adults who had 

successfully made their passions 
into careers, I was finally able to 
break free of the viciously mo-
notonous, overwhelming cycle 
of schoolwork and extracurricu-
lars. The pressure to matriculate 
at a prestigious college caused 
me to focus solely on acquiring 
6’s during my Upper year, and 
the emptiness I felt during this 
time taught me the importance 
of inspiration. Inspiration and 
excellence are not, and must not 
be considered, mutually exclu-
sive concepts. 

Knowledge can be acquired by 
simply reading textbooks. But 
the point of going to a school like 
Andover is to learn how to mar-
ry intellectual or spiritual fulfill-

ment with academic success, lis-
ten to some of the most brilliant 
minds of our generation, and to 
make a few life-long friends. In 
retrospect, my Andover experi-
ence will most likely be a hazy 
mixture of nostalgia, epipha-
nies, solitude, and laughter. I’m 
grateful for all the memories 
I’ve had here, all the emotions 
I’ve felt, and the knowledge I’ve 
gained. And I’m equally grateful 
that I will forget most of it with 
the passage of time. 

Inspiration Over Excellence

Alessa Cross is a four-year Se-
nior from Tokyo, Japan, and is 
a Commentary Editor for The 
Phillipian, vol. CXXXVIII.

ALESSA CROSS
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Athletics, and team sports in par-
ticular, have always played a big 
role in my life. From early days of 
T-ball, kickball, and flag-football, 
I enjoyed competing and making 
friends on and off the playing field. 
Over the years, basketball and soft-
ball became my favorite sports. I 
experienced many highs from be-
ing part of championship teams, 
as well as some personal and team 
disappointments along the way. 
Coming to Andover, I loved the idea 
of attending a school that placed 
emphasis on both academics and 
athletics. As I was applying, howev-
er, I did not realize just how big of 
an impact the athletics and teams 
would have on me.

 In my four years at Andover, I 
saw athletics through a multitude 
of lenses – as a player, captain, fan, 
spirit leader, Phillipian Sports Writ-
er, and Phillipian Sports Editor. 
While these lenses provide differ-
ent viewpoints, all of them showed 
me that the athletics at Andover 
unify the student body and promote 
a strong sense of community.

As a player, I immediately 
stepped out of my comfort zone in 
the fall term of my freshman year 
and tried field hockey for the first 
time. On the J.V. II team, I learned 
the fundamentals of the sport and, 
though I quickly realized that field 
hockey was not for me, I found 
15 new friends in my teammates. 
My teammates welcomed me and 
helped me acclimate to Andover. In 
the winter, I had a three-game ca-

reer on the J.V. basketball team be-
fore getting a concussion that kept 
me on the sidelines for the remain-
der of the season. Eventually, in the 
spring, I found athletic success as I 
made the varsity softball team and 
won my first Big East Champion-
ship. In the following year, I worked 
hard in the offseason and made the 
varsity basketball team.

In all nine seasons that I spent on 
interscholastic teams, I felt like my 
team was a small community. Going 
straight from practice to team din-
ners, constantly seeing each other 
on the paths, and spending Friday 
nights together in Susie’s, friend-
ships with my teammates extend-
ed well beyond the playing field. 
Overall, my experiences on the var-
sity basketball and varsity softball 
teams were the most prominent in 
my life as a player. My roles on the 
two teams, though, were strikingly 
different: I was a captain and four-
year starter on the softball team, 
and spent the vast majority of my 
three years on the basketball team 

sitting on the bench.
From basketball, I learned that 

I didn’t have to be playing in the 
game to contribute. While it was 
admittedly difficult at times to be 
on the bench, I was still able to feel 
a sense of satisfaction by giving my 
all in every practice – pushing my-
self in sprints and hustling after 
loose balls – because I believed I 
was making my teammates better. 
During games, I channeled my en-
ergy towards bringing vivacity to 
the team through constant cheer-
ing and coordinating various cel-
ebrations on the bench including 
three-point goggles, dabs on made 
free throws, and shoulder bumps.

My experience on the basketball 
team was humbling and I believe 
that it allowed me to approach my 
captaincy of the softball team in my 
Senior year with greater awareness 
and understanding. I empathized 
with the girls on the team that did 
not start and tried to assist them in 
finding their own ways to contrib-
ute. I also had a newfound appre-
ciation for my position as a starter 
in the infield and enhanced motiva-
tion to always take practice serious-
ly, as I realized that my actions 
would set the tone for the rest of 
the team.

Balancing these two positions 
opened my eyes to the importance 
of all roles on a team. I saw first-
hand that the community aspect of 
the teams at Andover makes it im-
perative that every person feels val-
ued by their teammates. I learned 
how to adapt to my position on each 
team and flourish in it, by ensuring 
that I appreciated all of my team-
mates and that I was important to 
the team.

Outside of my athletic com-
mitments, I often spent time in a 
location not far from the playing 
field: the cheering section. Since 
my freshman year, I have devoted-
ly attended as many athletic events 
as possible and dressed in fabulous 
blue accessories. In the Spring 
Term of my Upper year, my role as a 
fan advanced to spirit leader when 
I was selected to be one of ten Blue 
Key Heads. As the Blue Key Heads, 
it was our job to foster school spirit, 
creating a strong sense of commu-
nity among the entire student body. 
As a group of ten people who had 
not previously worked together, we 
had to unite before we could truly 
fulfill our responsibilities. Like any 
team, we faced various challenges, 
and in these tough moments, I ap-
plied teamwork skills learned from 
playing sports to help find solu-
tions.

Ultimately, the ten of us formed a 
tight-knit group, and the rewards of 
our unity were plentiful. I saw the 

impact that fans, and therefore Blue 
Key Heads, can have on a team’s 
performance. I saw athletes push 
themselves harder and play with a 
stronger sense of confidence after 
hearing encouragement from the 
sidelines. While I had experienced 
the warm feeling of support from 
fans as an athlete myself, seeing my 
personal effect on other athletes in 
the community was different. I real-
ized that I had the ability to impact 
my peers in a positive and power-
ful way – when they were on the 
playing field, and even when they 
weren’t. Being a Blue Key Head 
showed me the strong connection 
between athletics and our day-to-
day lives at Andover. The sense of 
community that I took part in culti-
vating at sporting events transcend-
ed to interactions in Commons and 
on the paths, and vice versa.

The sentiment of community 
among teams at Andover stems 
from the communal feel of the en-
tire school. As a fan and spirit lead-
er, I took part in boosting the teams 
with support, making them feel 
accepted by the larger community 
and allowing them to form smaller 
communities.

During the spring term of my 
Junior year, I began writing for the 
sports section of The Phillipian, cov-
ering the Boys Crew team, which 
broadened my immersion in the 
sports culture at Andover. I contin-
ued writing for Sports throughout 
my lower year, covering Girls Soc-
cer, Boys Swimming & Diving, and 
Boys Crew. Writing for the Sports 
section gave me exposure to ath-
letics in a distinctive way; I learned 
the rules of new sports, interacted 

with the coaches and players on the 
team, and live-Tweeted sporting 
events that I attended. In the spring 
of my lower year, I was selected to 
be one of four Associate Sports Edi-
tors. My friendships with the other 
three Editors were strengthened 
by countless hours spent in the 
newsroom together, cooperation 
in creating each week’s layout, and 
assisting each other with editing 
articles. Through our time as Asso-
ciate Editors, and later as Editors, 
we formed a strong team within the 
larger team of the Editorial Board.

Overall, my involvement with 
The Phillipian showed me the 
breadth of the community at Ando-
ver. While the Editorial Board con-
sisted of an eclectic mix of students, 
we were connected by the common 
goal of reporting on the various as-
pects of life on campus. It was our 
job to create a weekly newspaper 
for the Andover community, with 
which information could be shared 
with and acknowledged by all com-
munity members. In addition to 
assisting with the fluidity of the 
campus-wide community, The Phil-
lipian provided me with another 
community of my own. The News-
room was a solace from the various 
stresses that I faced, and I learned 
new perspectives other Editors 
during Editorial Talks.

I credit the smaller communi-
ties that I was a part of within the 
athletics program for helping me 
to feel a sense of belonging on this 
big campus. The moments I shared 
with my teammates and the various 
lenses with which I viewed the uni-
ty of the student body molded my 
four years at Andover.

ATHLETE REFLECTIONS

Triple Threat: From the Court to the Diamond to the Stands

With a bucket of golf balls in 
one hand and an umbrella in the 
other, I strolled up to the range 
at Black Swan Country Club on a 
rainy Saturday morning. I began 
my warm-up routine, starting 
with the wedges and working 
my way up the bag all the way to 
my driver. My game seemed in 
sync and I striped shot after shot 
at various targets. I felt perfectly 
calm in that moment, alone on 
the range far before most golfers 
had arrived at the club.

Later that day, I lost my match 
against my opponent from Deer-
field while playing some of the 
worst golf of my life. I recorded 
no better than a double bogey on 
all but one of my final six holes 
and eventually lost before the 

match reached the 18th hole. I 
was beyond frustrated. I felt that 
the effort I put forth by going to 
the range early in the morning 
had been unrewarded.

I can remember exactly how I 
hit each shot in that match. I can 
picture how the ball flew through 
the air on the way to the green, 
and I can feel the impact of my 
iron against the ground in the 
middle of my swing. Each round 
I play leaves a distinct collection 
of memories in my ever-growing 
database of golf knowledge, and 
that particular round confirmed 
something that I had known to 
be true: No amount of practice 
can compensate for poor mental 
fortitude on the golf course.

Golf is peculiar for a num-
ber of reasons, but the one that 
sticks out in my mind is the fact 
that it is played in a number of 

discrete sequences rather than 
a continuous stream of actions. 
This difference is what allows 
golfers to reminisce on their 
rounds with greater clarity than 
other athletes. It is easy to iden-
tify where a round went off the 
rails, or where a great shot saved 
a round before disaster struck. 
Unfortunately, it is far more dif-
ficult to be as conscious in the 
middle of a round.

While some may scoff at the 
notion that golf is a difficult 
sport, staying focused on one 
task for four to five hours is no 
small task. To further compli-
cate the matter, the price of los-
ing focus mid-round is steep. A 
small mistake in the swing can 
result in wildly inaccurate and 
costly shots. This is why the best 
golfers on the P.G.A. Tour are not 
necessarily the longest or most 
accurate players; it takes more 
than a perfect swing in order to 
succeed.

So, golf has taught me that a 
good mental state is a prerequi-
site for excellence, a lesson that 
resonates in multiple aspects of 
my life. Just as I lost my match 
after working on my game at the 
range, I have bombed tests after 
a full night’s worth of studying. 
When considered in those terms, 
it is clear now that my effort was 
not unrewarded. I simply failed 
to set myself up for success.

It is easy to believe that max-
imum effort is the path to suc-
cess, that the obstacle between 
us and our goals is an indetermi-
nate number of hours we must 
dedicate to a certain task. I be-
lieved that I was improving my 

chances of success by studying 
for long hours and going to the 
range early in the morning. Be-
cause I was tired during the ac-
tual event, however, I performed 
worse than I otherwise could 
have. Preparation is counterpro-
ductive unless we also remain 
considerate of our future selves.

I can say with confidence that 
I am a better golfer today than 
I was during my first year on 
the golf team. Learning how to 
shoot lower scores, however, is 

perhaps the least valuable les-
son I learned from my coach-
es and teammates. The mental 
challenges that golf poses forced 
me to reconsider how I prepare 
for major events in my life. The 
countless matches that I’ve lost 
and the tests that I’ve failed re-
mind me that I cannot prepare 
for every situation that will 
arise. In fact, resisting the im-
pulse to over-prepare is just as 
important.

Resisting the Impulse

M.ZERBEY/ THE PHILLIPIAN

Victoria Bergeron ’16 was a three-year player on Andover Girls Basketball.
T.RYNNE/ THE PHILLIPIAN

J.WOLFE/ THE PHILLIPIAN

Co-Captain Peter Hahn ’16 was a four-year member of Andover golf.
COURTESY OF ANDOVER GOLF

Bergeron captained Andover Softball.
J.BECKWITH/ THE PHILLIPIAN
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I’ve never gotten much re-
spect as an athlete – at least not 
as much as some of my coun-
terparts in football, basketball, 
baseball and crew. I used to get 
frustrated by it, but I’ve now 
come to accept the fact that 
those who haven’t played simply 
don’t understand the combina-
tion of mental and physical skills 

that it takes to play golf at a high 
level.

I’ve never gotten much re-
spect as a golfer, either, though 
this is probably a little more de-
served. It’s rare to have a home-
grown golfer in the same way 
that there are homegrown base-
ball and basketball players who 
learn to play in the street and in 
driveways. But there I was, hit-
ting shots from one corner of my 
backyard, over the mulch and 

the fences and the bushes into 
a clearing in the trees that dou-
bled as a landing area. I trekked 
up and down the hill in front of 
my house, hacking at the lawn 
until my fingers couldn’t bear 
to grip my wedge any longer. 
I didn’t play in tournaments 
growing up like many of the 
elite prep-school golfers that I 
play on a weekly basis. I’ve tak-
en fewer than five golf lessons 
in my entire life and didn’t buy 
a new golf club for myself until 
last summer.

And so, it’s not a surprise that 
I wasn’t a blue-chip recruit, like 
some of the top golfers and cap-
tains in Andover Golf ’s history. 
You can see my upbringing in the 
way I play – I rarely hit straight 
shots, usually opting for a sweep-
ing and strong left-to-right fade. 
I miss big sometimes, especial-
ly off the tee, leaving myself in 
spots around the course that 
other golfers rarely find them-
selves. I don’t play a pretty game, 
and in my first two years on the 
golf team, my game appeared 
punchless to casual observers. 
Of course, there were bursts of 
potential throughout my Lower 
year, but I only played one varsi-
ty match before my Upper year. 
Though I improved heading into 
my Upper year, I didn’t get into a 
second varsity match until mid-
season. Spurred by a bevy of low 
scores one week during practice, 
I stuck my foot in the door and 
by season’s end, I wedged myself 
into the middle of the starting 
lineup. It didn’t matter to me 
that my game wasn’t pretty; all 
that mattered was getting the 
job done. Despite my struggles to 
crack the varsity lineup during 
my first two years, I finally start-
ed to feel like I was turning my 
style of play into something 
meaningful.

I drew confidence over the 
course my third season from my 
teammates and coaches, as well 
as the scores that I was turning 

in. Head Coach Brian Faulk has 
been one of my biggest moti-
vators over the past few years, 
constantly challenging me to hit 
one more fairway or shave one 
more stroke off my score, and my 
Co-Captain Peter Hahn ’16 has 
been my brother throughout my 
Andover Golf career. The truth 
is, every player I’ve had the hon-
or of playing with over the last 
four years has taught me some-
thing that has turned me into the 
golfer I am today.

And so, as I embark on my next 
educational opportunity in col-
lege, I will arrive on campus in 
some ways the same as the Junior 
that came to Andover in Septem-
ber of 2012, and, in some ways, 
irrevocably different. Much like 
when I came to Andover, I’m not 
a golf recruit and all of the play-
ers on the team are better than 
I am. Much like when I came 

to Andover, I’ll be an ambitious 
freshman with dreams of mak-
ing the team and someday, mak-
ing an impact. What will be dif-
ferent, however, is that I’ll have 
the tens of thousands of shots 
I’ve taken as an Andover golfer 
in my back pocket, and more im-
portantly, I’ll have the countless 
lessons and nuggets of wisdom 
that my peers and friends have 
imparted unto me – perhaps 
the biggest takeaway I’ve gotten 
from Andover is not how it gets 
done, but that it gets done at all.

The odds are stacked against 
me to play Division I golf in col-
lege. But looking back on the 
progress I made at Andover as a 
person, thinker, friend and golf-
er, I know I have it in me to, as 
I’ve been able to do time and 
again at Andover, get the job 
done. Lucky for me, there are no 
pictures on the scorecard.

ATHLETE REFLECTIONS

No Pictures on the Scorecard

Without Andover Girls Ten-
nis, I never would’ve guessed 
my best memories at Andover 
would be formed while I was 
wedged into the bucket seat of 
Girls Tennis’s rally wagon as 
it winded around roads in far 
flung New England, trading 
thoughts and secrets and laughs 
with my coach and teammates, 
lip-syncing songs for impromp-
tu music videos, or trying hard 
not to make any sudden move-
ments as we snapped a picture 
of the person passed out asleep 
next to us.

I never would’ve known what 
it was like to be on a team. I 
grew up playing tennis and 
dreading the tournaments I 
faced every weekend. My stom-
ach would be in knots and I 
would fidget anxiously as I pre-
pared to walk out on the court, 
feeling alone and overwhelmed 
by the pressure. Yet ever since 
I joined Girls Tennis, I haven’t 
felt anything like those para-
lyzing nerves. It’s difficult to 
describe the comfort in know-
ing you have an entire team 
rallying around you. Looking 
up from the point I just played, 

whether I won or lost it, and 
smiling at my teammate on the 
next court has been all the sup-
port in the world to me. No one 
else knows just what to say to 
keep me motivated or just what 
to cheer from the sidelines like 
my parents, teammates, and 
coach.

I never would’ve found a 
mentor and confidante like I 
found in the Girls Tennis Head 
Coach, Deborah Chase. She un-
derstands me as a player and as 
a person, and I am so apprecia-
tive of the endless respect and 
time she has given me. She’s 
one of the first people on cam-
pus I turn to when I want ad-
vice or support and her flawless 
example of patience, poise, and 
empathy has helped keep me 
grounded throughout my time 
at Andover. She has stuck by me 
through every match, always 
waiting by the fence to pump 
me up between sets, and has 
stuck by me through anything 
else that comes my way off the 
court, always one FaceTime or 
phone call away.

I never would’ve found sis-
ters like I found in my team-
mates since Junior year. The 
older girls were and always will 
be my idols. In the midst of an 

overwhelming freshman year, 
where I found myself feeling 
unmoored at times in this new 
environment, the girls on the 
team finally made Andover a 
home for me. With every drill 
and team dinner and inside 
joke and three-hour car ride to 
middle-of-nowhere Connecti-
cut, I found another family and 
I found my best friends. As a 
two-year captain and still striv-
ing to be the girl that I once 
looked up to so fiercely, I hope I 
gave the other girls the invalu-
able sense of belonging that the 
team gave me.

I never would’ve come to 
love this place in the way I do. 
The responsibility I felt to Girls 
Tennis my Junior year pushed 
me to dig deeper and excel, 
and this set off a chain reac-
tion academically and extra-
curricularly, as I dove into new 
challenges in every facet of my 
life at Andover. I wouldn’t have 
been so willing to take risks in 
the classroom and put myself 
out there in various clubs and 
various friendships if I hadn’t 
had this newfound confidence I 

gained from the team.
I never would’ve come to val-

ue loss in the unique way ten-
nis forces you to, all at once 
inevitable and humbling and a 
reminder that life goes on: An-
other point, another set, anoth-
er match will always lay ahead. 
There were of course many 
setbacks at Andover, but none 
taught me as much as those 
losses on the court, forcing me 
to put things in perspective 
and pick myself back up, all the 
while knowing I had the sup-
port of an entire team who only 
wanted to see me succeed.

And I never would’ve felt the 
pride I’ve felt for this team. I’ll 
admit I cheer a little too loud-
ly from the sidelines, especial-
ly given the quiet composure 
and grace of my teammates on 
the court, but I respect them 
so much. They fight for every 
point, they come back from re-
markable odds, they put it all 
on the line for this team. They 
come into practice every day 
with a smile no matter what pa-
per or test looms ahead of them, 
they don’t complain about my 

playlist even though I’m sure 
not everyone agrees with my 
throwbacks, and they are hum-
ble and generous through and 
through.

My greatest moments at An-
dover have been with Girl Ten-
nis. I’ll never forget the psyches 
or photoshoots (although I bet 
people are pretty fed up of 
them by now). I’ll never forget 
our mango feasts or water-gun 
fights or loud music or team 
huddles or dreaded sprints or 
fits of laughter. I’ll never for-
get the hard fought wins or the 
tough losses or that one huddle 
before the finals of New En-
glands last year when Coach 
Chase gave one of the most 
touching speeches – which, of 
course, reduced me to tears. I 
will never forget growing up 
with this team, and I wouldn’t 
trade the incredible opportuni-
ty of playing Andover tennis for 
anything.

From the Beginning

S.WANG/ THE PHILLIPIAN

Isabella Haegg ’16 served as Co-Captain of Andover Girls Tennis for two years in a row.
COURTESY OF PHILLIPS ACADEMY

Co-Captain Pranav Tadikonda ’16 was second on Andover’s ladder this year.
H.JOHNSON/ THE PHILLIPIAN
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Paying Tribute

Let me start with saying this: 
During my time at Andover, sports 
have meant the most to me. From 
managing Field Hockey for two 
years, to being captain of both An-
dover Baseball and Andover Boys 
Hockey, my best memories at An-
dover have come from the athletic 
fields. It is impossible for me to 
put into words just how much my 
time here has met, but I will at-
tempt to do my best.

“Just do what you do best,” 
my father said to me the night 
before my first hockey tryout. 
Frank Sinatra’s “My Way” played 
in the car stereo as we sat outside 
of Rockwell Hall going over the 
game plan. My excitement had 
finally turned to nerves. As tears 
ran down my cheek, my mind 
was consumed with doubts about 
what the following day would 
hold. According to the rumor mill, 
I had a good shot of making the 
team. I, however, lacked the con-

fidence that my classmates had in 
me and the pressure was already 
weighing heavy on my mind. My 
father sensed my tentativeness 
and reminded me of the picture 
taped to my wall in my bedroom 
back home. It was a picture of 
Zach Weinger ’15 taking a face-off 
against Exeter during Andover/
Exeter Weekend with a full crowd 
in the background. The sum-
mer leading into my Junior year 
I would look at that photo often, 
reminding myself to work harder 
in order to reach my goal of one 
day playing in that game. Since 
that conversation, I have played 
in four.

I can still remember my first 
tryout, sitting quietly in the locker 
room, overwhelmingly nauseated. 
As I stood up from the bench and 
hopped over the boards onto the 
ice, Weinger skated over to me, 
tapped me on the shin guards, and 
wished me good luck. The play-
er whom I so desperately longed 
to be like welcomed me onto the 
ice that would soon become my 
second home.  He welcomed me 
on to a team that soon became my 
family.

As I didn’t grow up with any 
brothers, I never experienced 
the feeling of brotherhood until 
my time at Andover. You don’t 
have to be a captain or a four-year 
starter or even simply make a var-
sity team to undergo what I have 
experienced during my time at 
Andover. There is a never-ending 
cycle of support when it comes to 
athletics here and my first taste of 
it was during my Junior season on 
the hockey team.

As some of you may know, I was 
called the garbage man that year. 
In the hockey world, “garbage 

man” refers to the player who only 
stepped onto the ice when we had 
secured the win or did not have 
a chance to come back, known as 
“garbage time.” It was a rare mo-
ment when you would see num-
ber seven on the ice, but when you 
did all of my teammates would be 
on their feet cheering me on. Even 
if I had just turned the puck over 
I would be greeted by numerous 
pats on the back upon my return 
to the bench and even sometimes, 
if I was lucky, a knuckle touch 
from Mr. Kuta.

I remember thinking how rare 
it was that teammates could be 
this supportive and caring for one 
another. It’s been three years and 
countless players have come and 
gone, but I still see the same ca-
maraderie among my teammates. 
When I was a Junior there were 
certain things that I did not un-
derstand about the locker room 
that seemed to be second nature 
to the upperclassmen. As time 
went on I learned how valuable 
those upperclassmen – who 
showed me the ropes – were to 
me. Andover hockey is about giv-
ing back to those who come after 
and showing them the ropes. To 
this day, former players continue 
to check in with me to ask how 
things are going. I looked up to 
these guys who watched out for 
me and as they graduated and 
moved on, I felt the responsibility 
to do exactly the same thing for 
those who came after me. It be-
came an instinct to watch out for 
each other, push each other to the 
best of our abilities, and work to-
gether through our strengths and 
weaknesses.

Looking back at that picture of 
Zach Weinger and my final Ando-

ver-Exeter hockey game, I always 
thought I would remember the 
final score, the crowd going wild 
and the big hits. However, as I pull 
out a picture of myself in front of 
the Andover crowd I think about 
what happened before and after 
the game. I will reminisce about 
driving to the rink one last time 
with my father, but first stopping 
in the parking lot of Rockwell 
to listen to “My Way” by Frank 
Sinatra. I will remember the final 
buzzer going off and tears filling 
my eyes. I will remember stepping 
off the bench for the final time to 
greet my father and my sister and 
as I headed to the locker room 

one final fist bump from Mr. Kuta. 
The part I know I will never for-
get was when I entered the locker 
room and everyone was waiting 
still dressed to hug me as I got un-
dressed for the final time. What I 
will remember is Misha Song ’16 
on my left and Jonny Edelson ’17 
on my right in the locker room 
and every guy who ever went to 
war with the team. I will remem-
ber the celebrations in the locker 
rooms after the game. My team 
gave me more than just a few wins 
and some tough losses. They gave 
me more than a story to tell about 
a game. They gave me a family.

 

PAYTON JANCSY

Taking Risks

One week before I ma-
triculated at Andover as a 
ninth grader, I sat on my 
porch with a glass of lem-
onade and considered my 
sports options for the fall. I 
could play soccer, run cross 
country, join instructional 
tennis, or try to pick up field 
hockey. With great indiffer-
ence, I settled on trying out 
for J.V. Field Hockey once 
school began.

On the final day of orien-
tation I realized that the only 
way I had prepared for my 
field hockey career was ob-
taining a used, fifteen-dollar, 
wooden stick. The thought 
of stepping onto the field 
without the slightest idea of 
how to play made my stom-
ach turn, so I marched up 
the path to the turf stadium, 
where varsity field hockey 
had been holding preseason 
for the past week. I politely 
asked Kate Dolan, the varsi-
ty coach, if it would be okay 
for me to watch a little bit of 
their practice to learn how 
to hit a ball without endan-
gering my teammates. She 
looked me in the eye and 
asked without any inflection 
in her voice, “Why aren’t 
you trying out for varsity?” 

To my understanding, 
Juniors had to be invited to 
try out for the varsity team. 
I had never played before; 
it simply didn’t seem like 
a logical thing to do. She 
bluntly responded to my in-
coherent jumble of excuses 
with, “This is Andover. You 
make your own decisions. 
If you want to try out for 
the team, I’m not going to 
stop you.” That was that. I 
made the team as a Junior 
and four short years later, I 
raised the Nepsac Champi-
onship trophy over my head, 
looked around at my team-
mates, and wondered how I 
got so lucky.

Upon further reflection, 
getting to this moment had 
not been an act of luck. My 
very first interaction with 
an adult on this campus de-
manded me to make a deci-
sion and commit myself to it. 
From that day on, my status 
as an athlete was constantly 
presenting me with oppor-

tunities to make choices. 
Small decisions I made on 
the field and in the locker 
room prepared me to have 
unwavering confidence in 
the larger choices I made 
about what kind of a person 
I wanted to be.

Every day, every season, 
and every year my coaches 
and my teammates expect-
ed my best. The standard 
was set at unconditional 
goodness and commitment 
to each other – we settled 
for nothing less. The con-
stant emphasis on character 
made my athletic experi-
ence here much more than 
something that can be quan-
tified by wins and losses. 
Before I came to Andover, 
I let things happen to me. 
With graduation just around 
the corner, I can confidently 
say that the indifference and 
nonchalance with which I 
approached my life has been 
replaced with passion and 
love for the things I do and 
people I surround myself 
with.

My Upper year, Field 
Hockey went undefeated 
the entire regular season. 
With 11 Seniors, talented 
underclassmen, and a strong 
captain, our success did not 
come as the biggest surprise. 
Unfortunately, the surprise 
came at the very end.  In our 
first game of playoffs, we, the 
top-seeded team, lost to the 
eight-seed in an uneventful 
game. This loss brought an 
abrupt end to the naive, un-
defeated bubble we existed 
in for the previous three 
months and terminated our 
hopes for a championship. 
As captain for the following 
year, I thought a lot about 
what would happen in the 
upcoming season. I bore the 
weight of losing the incred-
ible leaders in the Class of 
2015, felt the pressure of fol-
lowing an undefeated reg-
ular season, and heard the 
whispers around campus: 
“PAFH is going to suck next 
year” and “Looks like they’ll 
have a rebuilding season.”

Coming back to campus 
for preseason my senior 
year, I could have listened 
to those who were not ex-
pecting much of my team. 
I could have looked at our 
roster comprised of majori-

ty newcomers and given up. 
Luckily for myself and for 
my teammates, PAFH had 
raised me better than that. I 
knew that only if I made an 
intentional choice to dedi-
cate myself to this team by 
playing, cheering, and loving 
fiercely, would I be satisfied. 
Throughout the season, a 
new mantra emerged: “To-
gether.” This phrase found 
its way onto the back of our 
T-shirts and into our hearts, 
motivating our every deci-
sion. We leaned on each oth-
er when things were tough, 
and we celebrated each oth-
er’s successes. Together, we 
transformed from a group of 
21 underdogs to a group of 
21 champions. I credit this 
phenomenon to the coaches 
and players before us that 
taught us to take control of 
our choices, to go out and 
make opportunities for our-
selves.  

I spent the night that we 
won the championship – 
our first since 1993 – watch-
ing and rewatching the film 
of us running in to cele-
brate, sifting through pho-
tographs, and writing things 
down, all in an attempt to 
cement the day in my mem-
ory. It finally occurred to 
me, however, that I had nev-
er felt anything like that in 
my lifetime, and there was 
no way I could ever forget 
it. Our success was not an 
accident, or a fluke, or luck. 
We had made this happen. 
Being a part of this team has 
been the source of my satis-
faction and joy, and I cannot 
express just how grateful I 
am to have been a part of it 
all.

KELLY MCCARTHY

To Be Blue

As I reflect upon my four 
years of Andover athletics, 
it’s easy to think only of its 
culmination in a New En-
gland championship victo-
ry this past soccer season. 
It’s easy to remember the 
pig pile of teammates on a 
Loomis Chaffee field and 
the satisfying weight of a 
first place trophy hoisted 
high over our heads. That 
day is stitched into our 
championship apparel, plas-
tered all over our Facebook 
walls, and hung on a banner 
in Borden Gym. That day 
will be with us forever.

But, if I were to use these 
words to tell the story of that 
game, that day, or even that 
senior season, I would be 
entirely missing the point 
of this reflection. Today I 
am supposed to write about 
“whatever has impacted 
you most as an athlete at 
Andover,” and to say it was 
that championship would 
be far from the truth. The 
things that have impacted 
me most stem from the mo-
ments on the track and the 
soccer field that are forgot-
ten (I would hope) by every-
body but myself. They are 
the two moments that have 
hurt the hardest over these 
four years of athletics, and 
the two that most made An-
dover my home.

The first moment is one 
of skinned knees, numb legs, 
and hot tears of humiliation. 
It was the New England 
Championship track meet 
in the spring of 2014, held at 
Northfield Mount Hermon. 
As I laced up my spikes for 
the 400-Meter Dash, déjà 
vu washed over me. I had 
imagined this very moment 
for weeks, promising myself 
that no matter how or what 
I felt, I could and I would 
push through it. Before I 
knew it, I was down in the 
blocks and the gunshot had 
us running. I turned the cor-
ner at the 300-meter mark 
all alone: just 100-meters of 
glaring red track between 
me and my victory. Ninety 
meters, 80, 70, and soon I 
was only 30 meters away 
from that sweet white line. 

In that moment, now 

only 25 meters from the fin-
ish, time ground to a halt. My 
legs began to seize and next 
thing I knew I was down on 
the track, as a wave of run-
ners washed by me. I don’t 
remember hobbling those 
last few meters, but I do re-
member collapsing into my 
teammate Christian Cruz’s 
arms at the finish line. How 
he got there so quickly I will 
never know, but I know he 
was the very person I need-
ed in that moment. The next 
thing I remember was my 
senior captain, Rob Rush, 
scooping me up and carry-
ing me swiftly through the 
infield to the medics tent, as 
my tears poured out against 
his chest. No matter how 
hard I try, I can’t erase the 
memory of that panicked 
moment on the track, or the 
pure humiliation I felt that 
day. But I will also never for-
get the people who literally 
carried me through it; stood 
me back up, dusted me off, 
and encouraged me to run 
that next race.

My second moment 
came at the end of the fol-
lowing fall during the quar-
ter-final match of the Nep-
sac soccer tournament. The 
score was tied at zero in the 
early minutes of the second 
half as I sprinted up the 
sideline to receive a pass, un-
aware of the defender on my 
heels. The next thing I knew 
I was face down on the field 
with dull but overwhelming 
pain in the back of my head. 
The twenty minutes to fol-
low still evade my memory. 
What I do remember, how-
ever, was sitting huddled 
beneath a red fleece blanket 
with Elizabeth Kemp, one 
of the captains. As my mind 
slowly began to refocus, I 
asked her what team we 
were playing, and whether 
or not we were winning. I 
learned later that I actually 
asked her those same ques-
tions over and over for the 
remainder of the half, but 
her patience never faltered 
for a minute.

While the weeks of con-
cussion recovery that fol-
lowed were tough, it was 
in those weeks I truly un-
derstood what it meant to 
compete in Andover blue. 
Three times during that first 

week of bedrest, my coach 
Lisa Joel came to visit me 
at home with a few team-
mates. We would gather in 
my dimly-lit kitchen and 
chat, share a snack, and sim-
ply enjoy each other’s com-
pany. When I had to miss 
the Sadie Hawkins dance 
the following weekend, Lisa 
made sure to stop by with 
the flowers my date had 
brought for me. One morn-
ing I even woke up to the 
sound of my math teacher’s 
voice in my front hall, chat-
ting with my mother. He had 
made chocolate chip-cook-
ies for our class and went 
out of his way to drop some 
off for me at home.

As my time winds down 
at Andover, I’ve found my-
self looking back through 
my memories here as best I 
can. I’ve watched old high-
light videos of soccer games, 
flipped through old year-
books, and scrolled back-
wards through facebook 
posts from early freshman 
year. The thing is, I can’t 
quite find what I’m looking 
for in those places. There is 
no way to capture the true 
and pure love and comrad-
ery that is fostered by coach-
es, teammates, friends, and 
teachers while we compete 
in blue. You can’t find those 
things in the banners, the 
trophies, or the headlines on 
the athletics websites. But if 
Andover has promised me 
one thing, it’s that when you 
or a teammate need it most, 
that love and pride will 
surge to the surface to pick 
you up, dust you off, and re-
mind you what it means to 
be blue. 

CAROLINE SHIPLEY

Captain Payton Jancsy ’16 played on Andover Boys Hockey for four years.
J.WOLFE/ THE PHILLIPIAN

I.LEE/ THE PHILLIPIAN

H.JOHNSON/ THE PHILLIPIAN

Kelly McCarthy ’16 played on Andover Field Hockey, Ice Hockey, and Lacrosse.
COURTESY OF PHILLIPS ACADEMY

COURTESY OF GREG CHIN

Co-Captain Caroline Shipley ’16 played forward for Andover Girls Soccer.
COURTESY OF GREG CHIN
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Girls End 14-Game Undefeated Streak as Nepsac Champions

With a 14-game undefeated 
stretch which extended from 
the regular season into Andover 
Girls Varsity Soccer’s postsea-
son, the team cruised through 
the New England Preparatory 
School Athletic Council (Nep-
sac) Class-A playoffs to an even-
tual stunning 1-0 victory over 
Worcester in the Championship 
game. The team finished the 
season with a record of 13-3-3.

With several injuries at the 
start of the season, Andover was 
unable to play to its full poten-
tial initially. The team truly hit 
its stride during a dominant six-
game win streak which included 
5-1 and 6-0 routs of Northfield 
Mount Hermon and Thayer, re-
spectively.

“In the beginning of the sea-
son our team was plagued by in-
juries, including our Co-Captain 
Caroline Shipley [’16]. But when 
everyone came back, we started 
vibing, our team chemistry was 
unreal we couldn’t lose and we 
were just doing whatever it took 
out there every single game to 
get a win,” said Nikki Dlesk ’17.

In its win streak, the team 
was buoyed by the stellar play of 
midfielder Sarah Humes ’16 and 
goalkeeper Antonia Tammaro 
’17.

Throughout the year, it 
seemed as though Humes would 
never stop scoring, and along 
with striker Cassie Chin ’17, she 
formed a powerful offensive 

tandem. Humes scored in seven 
consecutive games and contrib-
uted 11 goals in 21 games over 
the course of the season.

Natalia Suarez ’17, “One of 
the best stretches of the season 
for us was Sarah’s goal streak. 
She’s just awesome, she’s an 
amazing player. She scored in 
seven games straight – she was 

the core of our team and with-
out her I have no idea how we 
could’ve made it through this 
season with the success we had. 
She’s a rock.”

Given their significance in 
the Andover offense, it seemed 
fitting that the two connected on 
Andover’s final goal of the sea-
son as well, as Humes threaded 
a perfectly placed pass through 
the Worcester defense on to the 
feet of Chin, who finished it for 
a goal to secure a New England 
Championship for Andover.

“It was honestly the best feel-
ing ever,” said Jordy Fenton ’17. 
“Even though it was a really cold 
day and we were all so nervous, 
seeing Sarah thread that ball 
through to Cassie and having 
her toe it was probably the best 
feeling we’ve had as a team.”

Chin said, “Winning the ship 
was definitely a highlight of our 
season and the culmination of 
all our hard work. We stayed fo-
cused on one game at a time and 
it lead us in the right direction.”

The player Andover relied 
on the most, however, was un-
doubtedly Tammaro, who was 
recognized as Boston Globe’s 
Nepsac Most Valuable Player 

and was named to the National 
Soccer Coaches Association of 
America All-New England team. 

Anchored by a stellar defense 
– which included Co-Captain 
Jeanine Moreau ’16, Suarez, 
Tookie Wilson ’18, Deyana 
Marsh ’17, and Kaitlin Hoang ’17 
– Tammaro posted nine shut-
outs in net for Andover, includ-
ing three in the post-season.

“We were really lucky to have 
such a talented defense this 
year. Me and Kait both went 
down with injuries early and 
Tookie really stepped in and did 
so well for us. And obviously it 
gets so much easier when you 
have an all-star like [Tammaro] 
solidifying you in net. I think 
we were a unit that made it 
very hard on our opponents and 
when we reached full health by 
the post-season I think the three 
shutouts tell the story,” said 
Marsh.

Heading into the following 
season, Andover has multiple 
holes to fill on the offensive and 
defensive ends. Losing Seniors 
Shipley, Savannah Mastrangelo 
’16, Olivia LaMarche ’16, Claire 
Glover ’16, Moreau, and Humes, 
the team will be in need of a new 

top scorer and a vocal center 
back.

Fenton said, “We are going 
to be losing a lot from this years 
seniors. Their spirit, their com-
petitive nature, and their hard 
work are all going to be missed 
next year.”

Along with the ten other ris-
ing Seniors, Chin and Suarez 
will look to fill these roles on the 
offensive and defensive ends, 
respectively.

Chin said, “Next year will 
definitely challenge us, and 
we’ll have to prove ourselves 
again. But I’m super optimistic 
and excited about our upcoming 
season mainly because of the 
group of senior leaders that we 
have returning.”

Heading into the 2016-2017 
season, Chin and Tammaro were 
elected Co-Captains. With so 
many of its championship cast 
returning, Andover undoubted-
ly has high hopes heading into 
next season, where it will look 
to repeat as Nepsac Class-A 
champions.

 
Editor’s Note: Cassie Chin is a 

Sports Editor for The Phillipian.

STAFF REPORT

Fall Sports

In Shootout, Girls Achieve Championship Glory 

After defeating Westmin-
ster in its final game of the 
season, Andover Field Hockey 
claimed its first New England 
Preparatory School Athletic 
Council championship since 
1993. Following a disappoint-
ing loss in the first round of 
the playoffs in the 2014 sea-
son and the loss of ten seniors, 
Captain Kelly McCarthy ’16 
was ready to lead her team to 
a victorious season. Andover 
ended the regular season with 
a 12-2-2 record.

“The championship was due 
to the team’s true embodiment 
of ‘together’ – each girl con-
tributed and gave her all for 
the team and it was an amazing 
team to be a part of – I think 
we all feel grateful and appre-
ciative for the experience we 
shared together in the fall of 
2015,” said Head Coach Kate 
Dolan. “It was extraordinary.”

Andover faced the pressure 
of competing in a high-inten-
sity championship game that 
went into four periods of over-
time play and shootouts. Pri-
or to the final game, Andover 

claimed a triple-overtime vic-
tory over Greenwich Academy.

McCarthy said, “I think the 
road to winning this cham-
pionship was almost just as 
good, because we didn’t have a 
perfect season – it was bumpy 
at times, but we worked really 
hard and rallied around each 
other.”

Post-Graduate (PG) goal-
keeper Livy Golini ’16 made 
the game-winning save of the 
shootout against a Westmin-
ster player to seal the champi-
onship.

McCarthy said, “It was ex-
hausting, but with Livy in net 
I was really confident and we 
have really great shooters.”

Next year’s captain, Beth 
Krikorian ’17 said, “The ener-
gy, excitement, and pure hap-
piness after the win was one of 
the most amazing things that I 
have ever been part of.” 

Prior to its championship 
run, Andover’s regular season 
was nothing short of success, 
with only two losses and two 
ties. The team earned blow-
out wins against Lawrence 
Academy, Brooks, Choate, and 
Northfield Mount Hermon, 
with scores of 5-0, 4-1, 5-1, and 

3-0, respectively.
Andover will lose five Se-

niors this year, including Mc-
Carthy, Hannah Cregg ’16, Sa-
die Holmes ’16, and Golini and 
Jacquie Diffley ’16, both PGs.

Sarah Rigazio ’18 said, “Our 
group of seniors this year was 
pretty special. Aside from 
outstanding talent, our Se-
niors’ leadership, encourage-
ment and confidence is what 
brought our team together and 
in the end made us so success-
ful.”

“They had confidence in 
each of the players on the team 
from the very beginning. The 
confidence that they had in 
us created confidence in our-
selves, and is what made our 
team soar from the very first 
game,” Rigazio continued.

One of Andover’s strong 
points was its defensive line-
up, led by McCarthy and Go-
lini. The defense proved to 
be ruthless, allowing no more 
than one goal a game through-
out the regular season. Ando-
ver had an impressive total of 
ten shutouts.

Composed of both returning 
and new players, the offense 
played consistently through-
out the season, while improv-
ing along with the rest of the 
team.

Krikorian said, “I think our 
chemistry was always there, 
but I think our overall level 
of play improved the most. So 
many girls made such big im-
provements over the course of 
the season on the field. Every-
one worked really hard and it 
showed in every individual’s 
improvement in their play.”

This year’s team fostered 
strong team chemistry among 
the players and coaches, which 
helped to lead the team to suc-
cess.

“Everyone knew that they 
had a huge support system 
behind them and everyone 
had each other’s backs,” said 
Krikorian. “When you feel that 
you have your team’s support, 
you are able to take more risks 
on the field because you trust 
that they will be there to back 
you up.”

McCarthy said, “I think 
something really unique about 
our team this year was the way 
that we always looked out for 
each other, on and off the field. 
I felt this really, really strong 
bond with everyone.”

Andover looks to repeat 
its success next season and is 
hoping to bring home another 
championship win.

“I am really excited about 
next season because we have 
a lot of returning varsity play-
ers with so much potential,” 
said Krikorian. “We [are grad-
uating] five Seniors, so we are 
bringing back a lot of girls, all 
of whom contribute so much 
to this team. I’m really excited 
for some of the younger girls 
to step into bigger roles next 
year as well. Combined, we 
have a lot of returning Lowers 
and freshmen and they will be 
crucial to our team’s success.”

ISABELLE BECKWITH

COURTESY OF ANDOVER GIRLS SOCCER
Andover Girls Soccer shutout Worcester in its championship win.

COURTESY OF ANDOVER FIELD HOCKEY
Andover Field Hockey defeated Westminster in the Nepsac Championship.

J.WOLFE/THE PHILLIPIAN
Hannah Cregg ’16 looks towards the net.

J.WOLFE/THEPHILLIPIAN
Co-Captain Jeanine Moraeu ’16 led Andover’s defense.
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Girls Defend New England Championship Title

After placing second out of 
12 teams at the Codfish Bowl to 
open its season, Andover Girls 
Cross Country left its compe-
tition in the dust. Throughout 
the term, Andover won all of 
its varsity races to secure its 
second consecutive undefeat-
ed regular season, a second 
consecutive victory at Inter-
schols, and the claim to the 
title of back-to-back New En-
gland Prep School Division I 
Champions.

Morgan Rooney ’17 said, “It 
meant the world to win a sec-
ond straight championship. All 
of our four-year Seniors who 
worked so hard since their 
freshman year – it just real-
ly meant the world to all of 
us and our emotions were ex-
tremely high to see all of our 
work pay off.”

Led by Carmen Bango ’16, 
Alana Gudinas ’16, Co-Captain 
Peyton McGovern ’16, Sharon 
Zhang ’16, Michaela Jones ’18, 
Marina Hunt ’17, and Grace 
Rademacher ’18, Andover’s 
depth was simply unparalleled 
throughout New England.

Andover was fueled by its 
supportive team atmosphere. 

“In general it is such an 
incredible team – there is no 
competition among teammates 
so it creates a really support-
ive atmosphere and that’s just 
awesome in such a difficult 
and long season,” said Hunt.

In its undefeated regu-
lar season, Andover coasted 
to victories over Northfield 
Mount Hermon, Choate, St. 
Paul’s, Thayer, Deerfield, and 
Phillips Exeter Academy.

With its fastest runners 
racing at Interschols, five of 
Andover’s racers earned all 
New-England nominations as 
the region’s top racers. At the 
race, Bango, McGovern, and 
Jones captured the top three 
spots in the entire field.

Additionally, all seven var-
sity team members finished 
before any other team’s fifth 
runner.

Whitney Garden ’17 said, 
“I think that Interschols was 
definitely a highlight of the 
entire season. It felt like all of 
the hard work throughout the 
whole season really paid off. 
Everyone pushed each other 
throughout the whole race, 
leading every person to finish, 
which is an accomplishment in 
itself.”

“Watching everyone finish 
at Interschols, everyone con-
gratulating each other after-
wards, it was such a phenom-
enal environment and it was 
incredible to win it,” said Eva 
Chilson ’18.

As Andover graduates Se-
niors Bango, Gudinas, McGov-
ern, Anna Kramer ’16, Park-
er Tope ’16, and Zhang, their 
shoes will be filled by capable 
runners such as Jones, Hunt, 
Rademacher, newly-elected 
Captain Rooney, Natalie Yeh 
’17, Olivia Brokaw ’18, Garden, 
and Chilson next year.

Tope said, “Marina Hunt is 
going to lead the team as the 
fastest rising Senior, and Mi-
chaela has had a stellar track 
season which is foreshadowing 
a promising upper cross coun-
try season individually and for 
the team.”

“It is a lot of pressure to 
fill the shoes of all these Se-

niors given their legacy on the 
team, but I think we have a 
large amount of returners who 
are all strong runners ready to 
build up and continue what the 
previous group started,” said 

Rooney.
Hunt said, “We’re losing 

many key members of the team 
in terms of both leadership and 
running ability, so we’re defi-
nitely trying to figure out how 

to fill those spaces, but there 
are a ton of solid runners.”

Andover will enter its 2016-
2017 season itching for a third 
straight New England title.

GIRLSCROSSCOUNTRY
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Andover Races To
Successful Season

Following a nearly undefeated 
season and a second-place finish 
at the New England Prep School 
Division I Championships in the 
2014-2015 season, Andover Boys 
Cross Country had the bar set 
high for itself this fall. Andover 
ultimately finished ninth at New 
Englands this year, but its cham-
pionship performance was not at 
all reflective of its overall season. 
Andover finished with a respect-
ful regular season record of 4-2. 

In the previous year, Andover 
graduated five of its seven varsi-
ty runners. Three of those grad-
uating Seniors – Paul Gorton ’15, 
Co-Captain Paul McGovern ’15, 
and Co-Captain Ethan McIntosh 
’15 – had also won the All-Star 
New England Honors. With the 
lack of Senior runners, Andover 
was in desperate need of strong 
leadership.

The team worked together in 
its wins, but also had strong indi-
vidual performances. Through-
out the season, Ringer ran to se-
cure three first- or second-place 
finishes. Ringer proved himself 
to be one of Andover’s most valu-
able runners and finished his sea-
son with a Personal Record time 
of 16:26 minutes. In nearly every 
race, Ringer placed as Andover’s 
top runner. Strong finishes also 
came from Basil Alfaro ’18, who 
took first place in Andover’s meet 
against Choate.

This year, Ralph Skinner ’16 
captained Andover’s team. Skin-
ner was elected because of his 
athleticism and spirit, but was 
unable to run four meets due to 
an injury.

In returning from his injuries, 
Skinner set an example and a 
tone for his teammates.

Head Coach Patrick Rielly 
said, “Ralph was amazing. He 

had a lot of setbacks with inju-
ries. Even despite those person-
al setbacks with his own health, 
he was a brilliant captain. He is 
just such a tremendous example 
of what hard work looks like and 
also what hard work yields. He 
came back at the end of the sea-
son and ran really well for us. He 
showed the team what it means 
to give everything in a race even 
if it’s not a time you would hope 
to run or what you expected it to 
be.” 

Looking toward next year, 
Andover will be graduating four 
of its seven varsity runners. Even 
though this statistic seems bleak, 
both Coach Rielly and next year’s 
Captain, Ringer, have high hopes 
for the team.

Coach Rielly said, “What’s re-
ally exciting about this year, and 
I think what’s exciting sort of 
going forward is that we have a 
lot of young talent this year. This 
year we had a lot of new runners 
and young runners who had to 
take on a more prominent role in 
the team and I think they really 
stepped into that role wonderful-
ly and brilliantly. I think the pro-
gram is in great shape and I think 
it’s a really exciting place to be.”

Ringer said, “It’s just such an 
honor to be leading these guys 
and to be taking over the reigns 
from a leader like [Ralph Skin-
ner]. I mean we really look to 
be doing some great things next 
year, Exeter is always going to be 
tough but you know we are going 
to be grinding over summer, we 
are grinding in spring track, and 
we just got a great group of guys 
who are going to be going in next 
year and working their tails off.”

Building off this year’s perfor-
mances from young and new run-
ners, Andover Boys Cross Coun-
try hopes to leave its opponents 
in the dust next year.

ANJUNAE CHANDRAN

Boys Close Year with Win Against Exeter

Following a 29-14 away win 
at Phillips Exeter Academy 
during its last game of the year, 
Andover Football capped off 
its 2015 season on a high note, 
breaking a three-game losing 
streak and finishing with a 4-4 
record.

Despite falling short in 
some of its games, the team no-
ticeably improved throughout 
the course of the season. Par-
ticularly, Andover improved 
on converting plays during de-
cisive moments on defense and 
offense.

Tight end Post-Gradu-
ate (PG) Hallvard Lundevall 
’16 said, “One of the biggest 
strengths our team had was 
the way we worked together. 
We came together as a team 
when we needed to and made 
big plays on both sides of the 
ball at crucial times.”

On offense, Andover de-
veloped its team chemistry as 
players became better at ful-
filling their roles on the field, 
which led to increased produc-
tion throughout the season.

“Throughout the season we 
saw continued improvement 
of our offense both running 
the ball and through the air. 
Everyone became more in tune 
with their specific jobs as the 
season went on and our team 
benefitted from that,” added 
Lundevall.

Offensive lineman Jack Leg-
ler ’17 said, “Overall, we had a 
successful season. We had our 
ups and downs, but we gave it 
our all. Over the course of the 
season, we bonded as a band 
of brothers and became a fam-
ily. We each had each other’s 
backs. When we stepped on 
the field, we knew we were all 
out there we shared a common 
goal. We all wanted to win.”

After winning three of its 
first four matchups, Andover 
faltered and lost its next three 
games as the team was forced 
to deal with injuries to key 
players, such as running back 

PG James Antoine ’16 and next 
year’s Co-Captains Legler and 
Keegan Cummings ’17.

Legler added, “Despite the 
injury-flawed season, people 
really stepped up to the chal-
lenge. Veterans and newcom-
ers gave it their all and truly 
bled blue on the field. The de-
fense had the offense’s back 
and vice versa. It was a full 
team effort this year, and I am 
proud to have been a part of 
such an incredible team. It was 
an honor.”

As a result, many of the 
team’s backup players were 
called on to fill in key posi-
tions on the field. 

Defensive lineman Arthur 
Paleologos ’17 said, “The team 
was faced with a lot of injuries 
as the season went on, specifi-
cally at the lineman positions. 
There were times the second 
and third string players had to 
step up and they really made 
their mark while the starters 
were recovering.”

In spite of the challenges 
posed by its injuries, Andover 
still maintained its full effort 
against tough opposition.

Paleologos added, “I think 
we were always up to the chal-
lenge no matter how fast or 
strong our opponent was fa-
bled to be. We always put up a 
fight and stayed in games until 
the very end. The defense was 
outstanding, especially in the 
narrow 0-7 loss to Suffield. Our 
defense didn’t rely on a couple 
of star players; when everyone 
followed their assignment and 
gave it their all each play the 
unit performed great.

Particularly, Andover man-
aged to overcome the obsta-
cles created by injuries in time 
for its rivalry matchup against 
Exeter.

Offensive lineman PG Scot 
Gladstone ’16 said, “I think our 
fight really improved. Com-
ing into [Andover-Exeter] we 
had some key injuries and had 
taken some tough losses so we 
knew we needed to grind for 
every yard and fight through 

injuries to win the game and 
we all stepped up and did that.”

The win was the perfect 
way to finish a season hit by 
injuries.

Gladstone added, “[Beating 
Exeter] was amazing. To go 
through a whole season full 
of ups and downs and to cap 
it off with the fans storming 
the field like you just won the 
super bowl was something I’ll 
always remember.”

Additionally, the Exeter 
game showed how the team 
managed to regain focus fol-
lowing a tough series of losses 
against Suffield, Deerfield, and 
Worcester.

Newcomer Larson Tolo ’18 
said, “In the beginning of the 
year, we were relying on our 
sheer talent, which we had a 
lot of, in our starters and se-
niors. But as we went on it was 
more about our willingness to 
win and how willing we were 
to lay down our bodies to get 
a solid win over some tough 
competition. We suffered 
some tough losses in the mid-
dle of the season due to a lack 
of focus. Towards the end, es-
pecially in the Exeter game, we 
were able to play to our fullest 
potential.”

With 17 Seniors graduating 
this year, next season’s return-
ing players will have to step up 
and fill key roles on the team 
in order to challenge for a New 
England Prep School Athletic 
Council Title, which Andover 
last won in its undefeated 2013 
season. Legler and Cummings 
will replace offensive lineman 
John Simourian ’16 and wide 
receiver Jumaane Ford ’16 as 
the team’s Co-Captains.

Legler said, “Although we 
are losing some key veteran 
players next year, I know the 
underclassmen are going to fill 
in their footsteps. I have faith 
in my teammates, and I’m con-
fident we will have another 
great year.”

FOOTBALL

STEPHAN MIN

COURTESY OF PHILLIPS ACADEMY
Post-Graduate Quarterback Robert Jones ’16 will continue his football career at Tufts University.

Michaela Jones ’18 will be one of Andover’s top runners next season.
R.KINDANGEN/ THE PHILLIPIAN

Nathan Goldthwaite ’18 races against Deerfield.
H.JOHNSON/ THE PHILLIPIAN
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Andover’s Dominant Year Epitomized by Stunner Over Exeter

Heading into the 2015 sea-
son, Andover Boys Soccer did 
not anticipate a particular-
ly successful run after losing 
eight Seniors and falling short 
of qualifying for the New En-
gland Class A Prep School 
Tournament during the 2014 
season. Andover, however, 
managed to defy all odds by 
cruising to a 11-3-2 regular 
season record and finishing as 
semifinalists in the playoffs.

Andover started its regular 
season off strong, winning six 
of its first seven games, includ-
ing a 6-0 win against Brooks 
and a 7-0 victory over Bridgton 
Academy. The dedication, ath-
letic skill, and team spirit that 
each player demonstrated pro-
pelled the team to new heights 
as the season progressed. An-
dover’s biggest asset was its 
ability to translate its polished 
technique and strategy into its 
performance on the field.

Co-Captain Alex Dziadosz 
’16 said, “Our biggest strength 
this season was our techni-
cal ability and style of play. 
At times, we were able to pass 
right through teams, work 
seamlessly as a unit on the 
field, and capitalize on created 
opportunities.” 

Andover picked up sever-
al impressive victories in the 
regular season, including a 4-0 
win over Tilton, as well as a 3-1 
victory against Deerfield and 
a 5-0 win over New Hampton. 
To cap off the season, Andover 
defeated Phillips Exeter Acad-
emy in an incredible 3-2 come-
back victory.

After being down 2-0 in the 
second half against Exeter, for-
ward Roberto Rabines ’16 as-
sisted Co-Captain Brandon Gi-
rard ’16 on his first goal of the 
game. Minutes later, Girard 

struck again to tie the score at 
2-2. In the final ten minutes of 
the game, Girard capitalized 
on a pass from midfielder Dz-
iadosz and launched another 
ball into the back of the goal. 
Girard’s second-half hat trick 
propelled Andover to its elev-
enth win of the regular season 
and secured the team’s posi-
tion in the playoffs.

Dziadosz said, “Andover/
Exeter is always a very spe-
cial day for the team. I have 
never lost to Exeter during 

my time here at Andover, and 
I certainly wanted to clinch 
another win during my final 
season. When we went down 
2-0, things weren’t looking too 
good. But we never gave up, 
and that game meant so much 
to us as a team.”

After defeating Hotchkiss 
5-1 in the quarterfinals of play-
offs, Andover fell to Milton in a 
2-0 loss in the semifinals. Prior 
to its playoff matchup, Ando-
ver lost to Milton 1-0 during 
the regular season.

Co-Captain Peder Bakken 
’16 said, “The second half of 
our semifinal game against 
Milton was the best half of soc-
cer that we played all year. At 
the time, it was a tough loss to 
accept, but looking back at it, I 
am glad that we went out play-
ing our best.” 

Girard, along with Dziado-
sz, played pivotal roles in the 
team’s offense. Carried by Ale-
jandro Diaz de Argandona ’16, 
Rabines, and Bakken, Ando-
ver was a force to be reckoned 

with on the attack. On defense, 
Darian Bhathena ’16, Orlan-
do Figus ’16, Ryan Fischer 
’16, Myles Romm ’16, Richard 
Shim ’16, and Brad Schlosser 
’16 were all key players when 
it came to the team’s ability to 
defeat its opponents.

Andover’s underclassmen 
were also essential to the 
team’s success this season. 
With a total of eleven Seniors 
and Post-Graduates leaving 
this year, Andover will look to 
its younger players to step into 
their new roles on the team.

Peter Heckendorn ’17, who 
will be a Co-Captain on the 
team next year with Henry 
Meyerrose ’17 and John Sandor 
’18, said, “I just want to create 
the family that all the captains 
I have had in my time at Ando-
ver created for me. I think if 
we can get everyone – coaches, 
returners, and new players – to 
buy into those common goals, 
we could do something really 
special next year.”

The team’s camaraderie was 
the glue that held it together, 
and it was what ultimately pro-
pelled it to a victorious season. 
Andover looks to maintain its 
chemistry next year in order to 
mirror the same success.

Head Coach Will Orben 
said, “I am proud of everyone 
on our team, and I was real-
ly happy for our Seniors and 
captains because they made a 
lot of progress over their time 
at Andover and were really 
strong as leaders in the group 
throughout the season. ”

Dziadosz said, “As a Senior, 
it is unbelievable to fathom 
how much time and sweat and 
effort I have dedicated to this 
program. Andover soccer is 
my family. I will always miss 
standing out on Smoyer just be-
fore kick-off. I wouldn’t trade 
that feeling for anything.”

BOYSSOCCER

JENNIFER LEE

Girls Fall in the Nepsac Semifinals

With only three new players in the 
2015 season, Andover Girls Volleyball’s 
experienced roster propelled it to a 16-4 
season record.

From the beginning, Andover’s estab-
lished team chemistry allowed it to excel 
early in the season. Thanks to its experi-
enced players, Andover started its season 
with three wins against BB&N, Taft, and 
Hotchkiss with scores of 3-1, 3-1, and 3-0, 
respectively.

Co-Captain Erica Shin ’16 said, “We 
clicked really well as a team this season. 
We got along really well both on and off 
the court, and that translated into our 

playing. We communicated well, we 
picked each other up when we made mis-
takes, and we had a lot of fun. It was great 
to see everyone getting along so well and 
really playing as a team.”

Head Coach Clyfe Beckwith said, 
“Good chemistry is always a major part 
of a winning season. We are lucky at [An-
dover] to have not only good athletes but 
also great citizens who prioritize team 
over individual gain.”

Andover was able to stay consistent 
throughout the season under the leader-
ship of Co-Captains Annette Bell ’16 and 
Shin. Strong play from Tiffany Bauman 
’16, Fran Trautmann ’16, Evelyn Mesler 
’17, and Janneke Evans ’18 provided Ando-
ver with much needed support through-
out the season.

Coach Beckwith said, “Annette Bell 
deserves attention for her role as Co-Cap-
tain and as the playmaker, the setter. Eri-
ca Shin deserves equal acknowledgement 
as Co-Captain and as the main defensive 
specialist, libero.”

Andover demonstrated high quality 
play in its matches against Phillips Exeter 
Academy despite losing two of the three 
games. 

Bauman said, “My favorite part of the 
volleyball season is definitely the Ando-
ver/Exeter game. It’s exciting to see so 
many people come together and battle on 
the court and even on the sidelines. We 
truly come together as a family when we 
play Exeter.”

Andover faced Exeter twice in its reg-
ular season, claiming a 3-2 victory in Oc-
tober and falling 3-1 later in November. 
At the end of the season, Andover had a 
third chance to challenge Exeter in the 
semifinals of the New England Prepara-
tory School Athletic Council (Nepsac) 
Championships, but the team could not 
prevail over the reigning Nepsac cham-
pions. 

“At [Andover-Exeter] and at the semis, 
Exeter was the better team and I do not 
harbor bad feelings when we lose to a 
better team. We played very well,” said 
Coach Beckwith.

Andover’s efforts during the regular 
season gave it a chance to compete in 
post-season games. In the playoff tourna-
ment, Andover was able to beat Taft 3-1 in 
the quarter-finals before falling to Exeter 
3-0 in the semifinals.

Mesler will captain next year’s team. 
The coaches and current captains both 
feel confident knowing that Mesler will 
be leading the team.

Shin said, “Evelyn Mesler really stands 
out to me as having come into her own 
this year. She stepped up as both an offen-
sive and defensive force, and she showed 
a lot of leadership on the court. Watch-
ing her grow as a player and as a person 
has been such a privilege over these past 
three years, and I have the utmost confi-
dence that she’ll lead this team well.”

After finishing the season strong as 
Nepsac Tournament semifinalists, An-
dover looks forward to preparing for the 
oncoming 2016 season and is hungry for 
another shot at playoffs.

“We had a good run. We fought hard 
for every point, and we left it all out on 
the court. Things didn’t go our way ex-
actly during A/E and the tournament, but 
the season was still my favorite one yet. I 
have no doubt that they’ll come back next 
year and go even further than we did,” 
said Shin. 

GIRLSVOLLEYBALL
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Talent Develops In 
Promising Season

Despite the loss of ten Seniors the year 
before, Andover Boys Water Polo was 
confident in its veteran starters – Captain 
Nick Faulkner ’16, Dylan Norris ’16, Ben 
Janoschek ’16, Darren Ty ’16, Thomas Choi 
’16, and Jonathan Xue ’17 – as it headed 
into the 2015 season.

As the only four-year member the team, 
Faulkner’s experience earned him the role 
of captain. Andover relied heavily on his 
experience and offensive prowess for the 
majority of its games. Faulkner was named 
to the New England Water Polo All-League 
Team with 41 season goals, 36 steals, and a 
51 goal-shot percentage.

Faulkner said, “My favorite memory of 
the season was our first two games, which 
was a double header. We beat Loomis and 
Hopkins who were both very good and it 
was a great way to start out the season. I 
think I tried to create a fun environment 
for the team to practice in so they could 
see how fun the sport is while also getting 
work done, and I hope that that, as well as 
the close friendships we all developed this 
season, will continue into next year.” 

New Head Coach Dan O’Shea, who also 
coaches Andover Girls Water Polo, brought 
valuable experience to the team from his 
successful collegiate career at Connecticut 
College.

A defining moment in Andover’s sea-
son was its two-game weekend. Andover 
suffered a narrow 11-10 loss to Williston 
Northampton, but the team rallied the 
next day to top Hotchkiss 11-8. 

Later in the season, Andover’s game 
against St. John’s Prep highlighted it of-
fensive dexterity, as the team outscored its 
opponent 17-5.

Although Andover’s 3-9 season record 
reflects a losing season, the team devel-
oped resilience and mental strength as a 
result of its defeats.

After beginning the season with a 10-9 
win over Hopkins, Andover faced a string 
of four tough losses before its next victory. 
Instead of focusing on its weaknesses, the 
team was determined to improve its tech-
nique and mentality.

Newcomer Thomas Glover ’18 said, 

“Despite our losses, we kept working on 
our fundamentals and developing our 
plays. We improved a lot over the course 
of the season and are hoping for a stronger 
season next year. The work done at the end 
of the season helped bolster a solid lineup 
of rising Lowers, Uppers, and Seniors.”

Regardless of the losses Andover faced 
throughout the season, many players 
found positive moments amid adversity. 
Choi described his favorite moment of the 
season with Faulkner in a difficult match 
against Hotchkiss.

“After receiving a pass from Jonathan 
[Xue], Nick [Faulkner] got the ball at half-
tank and swam through their entire defen-
sive line to score a crucial goal. This goal 
allowed for our 11-8 win over Hotchkiss, 
and was the highlight of my season,” said 
Choi.

Andover’s match against Suffield Acad-
emy was also a significant moment in its 
season. Despite falling by a narrow margin 
of 16-13, Andover proved its tenacity and 
technical skills.

Newcomer Nick Isenhower ’18 said, 
“We all knew this was our last shot to con-
tinue the season. Early in the game, we 
were able to hold off Suffield’s aggressive 
offense. In the end, we fell short of win-
ning to Suffield, but we proved our depth 
and determination, putting up a great fight 
to top off the season and allowing even our 
newest players to show off everything they 
learned during the season. Everyone came 
together for a finale to be proud of.”

Newcomers to Andover’s team included 
Isenhower, Glover, Nick Schoeller ’18, Nate 
Smith ’18, Eric Osband ’19, Jacob Hudgins 
’19, and Ryan Sedagat ’19. The large influx 
of players new to the sport allowed for 
considerable improvement over the course 
of the season. 

Xue and Tran will captain Andover’s 
team next year and look to improve its re-
cord and chemistry. 

Xue said, “I believe that our new pool 
of young recruits will be able to provide us 
with a strong foundation for the future. I 
have high hopes, because, even though our 
record wasn’t great, our improvement in 
our game mechanics and technical skills 
definitely shows great promise.”

BOYSWATERPOLO

JULIETTE FARMER

T.RYNNE/THE PHILLIPIAN
Co-Captain Brandon Girard ’16 played striker for Andover Boys Soccer.

R.KINDANGEN/THE PHILLIPIAN

Claudia Leopold ’18 will bolster a tale nted 
group next year. 

T.RYNNE/THE PHILLIPIAN
Richard Zhong ’17 looks towards the net.
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Lisa Joel Leads Girls Soccer to First Championship Title in Six Years

Head Coach Lisa Joel led An-
dover Girls Soccer to an extraordi-
nary season, bringing home a New 
England Preparatory School Ath-
letic Conference (Nepsac) Class-A 
Championship and finishing with 
only three losses. For her efforts in 
guiding her team to success, Joel 
has been named The Phillipian’s 
Coach of the Fall.

A skilled athlete, Joel grew up 
playing several sports. She com-
peted in soccer, basketball, and la-
crosse throughout high school and 

college. Joel went on to captain all 
three of these teams in her senior 
year at Amherst College.

Head Coach since 1998, Joel 
brings an unmatched level of soc-
cer expertise to her players. She 
was heavily influenced by her ath-
letic coaches at the collegiate level, 
and she uses similar techniques to 
help with the growth of her own 
players.

Joel said, “My college experi-
ence had a huge effect on the way 
I coach now, particularly my col-
lege soccer coach, in terms of the 
culture she created on our team 
of being great athletes, being com-

petitive, but also being a family. 
This really influenced me and it 
influences how I coach the Ando-
ver Girls team: being able to create 
both high-level athletes, and a real 
sense of caring for one another.”

Joel devotes herself to the de-
velopment of all her players. With 
her passion and dedication for the 
program, she shapes her team into 
the best it can be and enables each 
athlete to achieve success on the 
pitch.

“Lisa is the best coach I’ve ever 
had,” said goalkeeper Antonia 
Tammaro ’17. “There are very few 
coaches out there that succeed in 

coaching the individual player and 
knowing how to extract the most 
out of every single person on the 
team, but Lisa does that perfectly. 
She trusts my instincts and deci-
sion-making on the field, which 
keeps me confident.”

Cassie Chin ’17 said, “As a play-
er, Lisa is really the best coach I’ve 
ever had, particularly at motivating 
us to rise above, overcome adversi-
ty, and play our best despite tough 
situations in a game.”

The players on the team view 
Joel not just as a coach, but also as 
a leader to their tightly knit family. 
Her support and care for each and 
every one of her players creates a 
positive environment and strong 
team camaraderie.

Krystiana Swain ’18 said, “On 
the field, she sees more in her 
players than we can even see in 
ourselves, so we know to trust her 
instructions in order to play our 
best.”

Joel’s ability to encourage her 
team to play for one another led 
to its incredible victory at the end 
of the season. The team entered 
as the third seed, and securing the 
Nepsac title was not an easy task for 
Andover. Joel led the team through 
moments of adversity with support 
and inspiration.

In a call against Worcester 
Academy at the end of the regular 
season, Olivia LaMarche ’16 was 
shown a red card, and was prohib-
ited from playing against Exeter 
and in the first game of the Nepsac 
tournament. While the team was 

downtrodden due to the loss of its 
key Senior, Joel motivated the girls 
to compete and fight in support of 
their teammate.

“At the end of the day, that mo-
ment rallied our team around Ol-
ivia, and that motivated us to keep 
fighting and succeeding,” said Joel.

Andover met Worcester again, 
this time in the finals of the tourna-
ment with LaMarche on the field. 
The game was a defensive battle, 
and the team narrowly pulled out 
the decisive championship victory 
in the end.

Joel said, “It was a real fight, and 
I just kept saying, ‘Keep playing 
Andover’s game.’ We just kept be-
lieving that we could do it. That led 
to us getting the 1-0 result.”

The team credits Joel with a 
large role in its tournament tri-
umph.

“Lisa had everything to do with 
[our Nepsac Championship vic-
tory]. Obviously we were on the 
field, but she was orchestrating ev-
erything and keeping us together 
through it all. Because of Lisa, we 
didn’t get ahead of ourselves, we 
focused on one game at a time, and 
she helped us work our way to our 
goal,” said Chin.

Andover will return to Graves 
Field next fall, where the team 
hopes to have another strong sea-
son and add another Nepsac title to 
its collection under the leadership 
of Joel.

Editor’s Note: Cassie Chin is a 
Sports Editor for The Phillipian.

NITHISH KALPAT

Sarah Humes ’16

This past fall, Sarah Humes ’17 capped 
off her Andover athletic career by earning 
the New England Preparatory School Ath-
letic Council (Nepsac) Championship tro-
phy with Andover Girls Soccer. Humes has 
accumulated nine varsity letters through-
out her three years at Andover as a three-
year member of Andover Girls Soccer, Girls 
Basketball, and Girls Track & Field. Her 
hard work, athleticism, and dedication to 
Andover teams have earned her the title of 
one of The Phillipian’s two Athletes of the 
Year. 

Humes served as Co-Captain of Girls 
Basketball this year and received the Rob-
ert L. Wurster Basketball Trophy. The 
trophy is awarded to the Senior who con-
tributes most to the Andover Basketball 
program throughout her or his time at 
Andover and best represents the values of 
the sport by demonstrating sportsmanship, 
skill, and integrity.

In all three of her sports, Humes led by 
example and demonstrated her strong ath-
letic ability.

Fellow Basketball Co-Captain Emma 
Kelley ’17 said, “[Sarah] has always inspired 
me with her endless hustle, patience as a 
leader, and humility. Working with Sarah 
this past season as co-captains was a priv-
ilege.”

Caroline Shipley ’16, Co-Captain of 
Girls Soccer and Humes’s teammate on 
Girls Track & Field, said, “Sarah is driv-
en, determined, and always working hard 
to improve. She leads by example, and in 
her quiet way is incredibly inspiring to all 
of her teammates, whether they be fellow 
teammates or nervous freshmen.”

Head Soccer Coach Lisa Joel said, 

“While more and more athletes choose to 
specialize in one or two sports, Sarah is a 
perfect example that the best athletes are 
often our three-sport athletes. In every 
sport she plays, she is a tremendous impact 
player. Her athleticism, size, strength and 
mental toughness makes her better than 
most everyone.”

Her determination and drive to win 
made her a valuable player, especially when 
competing for the Nepsac Championship. 

“I asked a lot of Sarah throughout the 
season and certainly during our champi-
onship week,” Coach Joel said. “I asked 
that she be our biggest ball-winner in the 
air, the toughest defender in the midfielder 
and a scoring threat. Sarah’s assist on the 
game-winning goal – having played every 
minute of the game – was the difference. 
For us to win, we needed Sarah to have a 
direct role and she did.”

Humes came to Andover as a new Low-
er and will attend Concordia University in 
Montreal next year, where she plans to con-
tinue her soccer career and compete in the 
Canadian Interuniversity Sports League.

As a starting point guard for Ando-
ver Girls Basketball since her Lower year, 
Humes proved irreplaceable on the court. 
Humes led the team this season as the third 
leading scorer, with 39 assists and 45 steals. 

Lani Silversides, Head Coach of Girls 
Basketball, said, “Sarah was invaluable on 
the court and we kept her there for as many 
minutes as possible for the last three years. 
She has been our best defender and we 
could put her against the best player from 
the other team no matter the position they 
played.”

Although her main sports were soccer 
and basketball, Humes’s athleticism and 
hard work made her a vital member of the 
Girls Track & Field team. Although spe-
cializing in the 100-Meter and 300-Meter 
Hurdles events, Humes is was willing to 
partake in a wide range of events.

Humes has played both soccer and bas-
ketball since she was five-years old. She 
started track in seventh grade, but did not 
start hurdling until her Lower year at An-
dover. Humes excelled in all three sports 
throughout her time at Andover.

Above all, Humes emerged as a strong 
and influential leader on her athletic teams. 

“While she may be one of the [quietest] 
athletes in terms of vocal leadership, she 
is hands down one of the best leaders and 
most impactful athletes I’ve coached,” said 
Coach Joel. “Sarah is fierce and passionate 
about the game and her teammates.”

Humes said, “I’m going to miss the 
family aspect of the team, not only going 
and playing with your team everyday but 
outside of the sport and having every girl 
there for support. And I’m going to miss 
wearing Andover blue and representing 
this school and having fans cheering us on 
every game.”

ANANDA KAO

Jack Belluche ’16

A varsity athlete every term of his en-
tire Andover career, Jack Belluche ’16 has 
been a standard bearer for the Andover 
athletic program. Belluche has been a ded-
icated and focused athlete for Andover 
Boys Football, Swimming & Diving, and 
Lacrosse. Despite entering as a new Lower, 
Belluche emerged as a leader on all three of 
his teams.

Due to Belluche’s success in sports, 
he has been recruited to play lacrosse at 
Swarthmore College. His athletic prowess 
earned him the accolade of one of The Phil-
lipian’s two Athletes of the Year.

Defined by his natural athleticism and 
ability, Belluche started playing all three 
sports at a young age.

“He would be successful in any athlet-
ic endeavor he sets his mind to,” said Leon 
Modeste, Head Coach of Andover Football 
and Athletic Director. “I mean the triple 
that he does, in an age of specialization 
where these guys are playing one sport, 
Jack plays three different sports, and he is a 
champion, at the top of his game in all three 
of them.”

Robert Delaus ’16, a teammate on all 
three of Belluche’s sports, said, “Literally, 
any sport he tries his hand at he seems to 
be phenomenal at the sport. He is definite-
ly one of the fastest, probably the fastest 
player on the field at any time. That’s what 
made him great playing wide receiver in 
football, catching long balls especially. And 
in lacrosse he is playing long stick middie 
now, and he can just run it up the field be-
cause he is absurdly fast.”

As a new Lower, Belluche began his 
athletic career in football. In his first 2014 
season, the Andover team won the Nepsac 
Division I Championship. As the years pro-
gressed, Belluche earned more and more 
playing time en route to becoming a con-
tributing member and learned to love every 
moment playing the sport.

Making phenomenal and critical plays 
against archrivals characterized Belluche’s 
career. A highlight of Belluche’s football 
season this year was intercepting a critical 
pass and blocking Exeter’s key player.

Coach Modeste said, “There are so 
many big moments for Jack Belluche in our 
football program throughout the years. He 
has always been a big play guy. Our quar-
terbacks throughout the years have known 
that if you really want to go deep some-
times, just throw it out there. He’ll get it. 
But he also does great on offense and de-
fense, and he is also our punter, so he is a 
very valuable member on the team.”

Belluche not only attained success in 
football, but also in diving and lacrosse. In 
diving, Belluche was awarded second place 
at New Englands and came nine points 
short of breaking the Andover/Exeter div-
ing record. Belluche was also an influential 

member of the last year’s lacrosse team that 
finished with a record of 14-1 and dominat-
ed nearly all of its competition.

Steve Moreland, Head Coach of Boys 
Lacrosse, said, “I would say his most mem-
orable game was against Deerfield last year 
where he dominated the game and helped 
us win in [overtime] – first time in 23 years 
we beat them.”

Although Belluche’s in-game highlights 
were testaments to his natural athleticism, 
he is also an incredibly hard-worker dedi-
cated to physical improvement.

“After practice I always saw Belluche 
go back to the weight room get extra reps 
in,” said Quarterback Robert Jones ’16, a 
Post-Graduate. “He would stay after prac-
tice, run sprints, run gassers. He just puts in 
an incredible amount of work and it shows 
up on game day.”

Belluche’s innate athletic talent made 
him a natural leader on his teams.

Coach Moreland said, “He led by ex-
ample. He just goes out, works hard every 
day every practice, and steps up big time in 
games. It’s fitting that our first touchdown 
pass this season went from Robert Jones to 
Jack, and we never looked back after that 
offensively.”

Despite recognizing his skills, Belluche 
remains humble about his achievements. 

“People may think of me as a great ath-
lete, but I need to credit most of that to my 
team because they’re the ones who drive 
me to do my best, practice harder, and go 
the extra mile,” said Belluche. “I would be 
nothing without a good team to rally be-
hind me or pick me up when I fall down.”

Belluche leaves Andover being recog-
nized as one of the most decorated athletes 
to ever compete for Andover. 

 

ANJUNAE CHANDRAN

ATHLETES OF THE YEAR

R.KINDANGEN/THE PHILLIPIAN
Humes scored in seven straight Girls Soccer games and led Girls Basketball to a playoff berth.

COURTESY OF GREG CHIN

Humes will play at Concordia next fall. 

E.KAUFMANN-LADUC/THE PHILLIPIAN
Belluche played safety for Andover Football. 

COURTESY OF PHILLIPS ACADEMY

Belluche will continue with lacrosse at 
Swarthmore.

COURTESY OF GREG CHIN
Head Coach Lisa Joel pictured with her Senior Girls Soccer players. 

BOYSINDOORTRACK&FIELD

Coach Of The Fall
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Girls Capture Patsy K. Odden Tournament Victory in Sterling Season

With little time remaining 
in the game and Andover Girls 
Hockey trailing Lawrenceville 
School 1-0, Meggan Rodriguez 
’17 shot the puck into the goal 
to tie the championship game in 
the Patsy K. Odden (P.K.O.) Invi-
tational Tournament.

After playing four games, 
all of which pushed into over-
time and two of which went 
into shootouts, Andover de-
feated Lawrenceville to obtain 
the championship in the P.K.O. 
Tournament held at Taft in De-
cember. This was the first time 
in history that Andover Girls 
Hockey won the tournament.

Along with winning the P.K.O. 
Tournament, Andover boasted 
a successful season, qualifying 
for the playoffs and finishing the 
regular season with a record of 
13-3-4. 

Andover opened its season 
with a narrow 2-1 overtime vic-
tory against Winchendon Acad-
emy, a crucial win to get the sea-
son started off on a high note. 
Following that game, the team 
maintained a 17-game unde-
feated streak. Andover only lost 
three games in the entire season 
to Phillips Exeter Academy, No-
ble and Greenough, and Milton, 
with scores of 1-0, 4-0, and 2-0, 
respectively. 

Co-Captain Kasey Welch ’16 
said, “One of the biggest high-
lights for me was definitely win-
ning the [P.K.O.] Tournament. 
Our freshman year it was in the 
[P.K.O.] Tournament that we 
won our only game all season 
against Lawrenceville, so beat-
ing them in the finals this year 

and being the only Andover team 
to ever win it was super special.”

Kaitlin Hoang ‘17, who will 
captain next year’s team, said, 
“The highlight of the season 
for me was definitely winning 
the [P.K.O.] Tournament for the 
first time ever, and making it 
into playoffs for the first time in 
ten years. We have been trying 
to achieve these goals for a long 
time, and being able to say that 
we finally did it was an amazing 
feeling.”

Andover’s victorious season 
was led by its consistent offense, 
as the team outscored its oppo-
nents 58-27 during the regular 
season. 

Forward Meghan Ward ’19 
said, “I think one of the things 
that made us so successful was 
how many people contributed to 
all of our success. We did have a 
lot of big scorers, but we also had 
people who made good plays on 
defense and then others who 
were really big supporters on the 
bench as well as players who just 
went hard every single shift.” 

Along with its high level of 
skill, Andover’s team camarade-
rie contributed to its success. 

Welch said, “The group of 
girls that was on the team this 
year were spectacular and every 
single girl brought something 
unique, they somehow made 
all the sprints worth it. I think 
one of the largest contributors 
to our success was our dynam-
ic as a team, we were always 
lifting each other up, and even 
when we were down in a game, 
nobody ever gave up, everyone 
just kept working their hardest 
to the final seconds to tie or win 
the game.

Hoang said, “I think that as 
the season went on, the team 
dynamic got better and better. 
There were points in the season 
where the lines would change 
and people would have to adjust, 
but everyone did the best they 
could to perform no matter who 
their linemates were.”

Andover will graduate five Se-
niors including Welch, Co-Cap-
tain Miranda Nestor ’16, Jenn 
Davis ’16, Maddie Murphy ’16, 
and Post-Graduate Jacquie Dif-
fley ’16. 

Looking ahead to next year, 
Andover is looking forward to 

another successful season, led 
by Hoang and the returning 
players.

Coach Caroline Odden said, 
“We have a great group of re-
turning players and a wonderful 
crop of new hockey players com-
ing in for the 2016-2017 season.  
It has been fun to see some of the 
younger players step into leader-
ship roles over the course of this 
season.  I am optimistic that cap-
tain Kaitlin Hoang, along with 
several of the rising Uppers and 
Seniors, will provide us with 
great leadership.”

Ward said, “I’m really excited 

to see how our season will go, 
since we will be an older team 
than we were last year. We defi-
nitely had a lot of underclass-
men, which we still will, but a 
year later I’m sure we will be 
much stronger.”

Hoang said, “We have a really 
strong core group of girls com-
ing back next year, and along 
with the added recruits, I’m re-
ally excited to see the things that 
this team can achieve next year.” 

Andover is hoping to repeat 
its tournament win and victori-
ous record next season. 

ISABELLE BECKWITH

Boys Go Undefeated 

After compiling an undefeated 4-0 re-
cord through the first eight weeks of the 
season, Andover Boys Indoor Track & Field 
capped off a successful season at its last 
home meet of the season by defeating Ex-
eter 61-42 for the first time since 2010. 

Ralph Skinner ’16 said, “I think the high-
light of the season, both personally and as 
a team, was our win against Exeter on our 
last [home] meet of the season. For all of the 
Seniors, it was our last Indoor meet, our last 
time racing together in the Cage, so it was 
really important.” 

A major component of Andover’s suc-
cessful season was strong team chemistry, 
which was cultivated by Head Coach Re-
becca Hession and Captain Andrew Wang 
’16.

Ralph Skinner ’16 said, “Andrew Wang 
really did a great job reaching out to the 
underclassmen, which really helped create 
a strong team atmosphere. He definitely 
inspired a lot of the athletes to reach their 
full potential this year. This was Coach Hes-
sion’s first year coaching Indoor Track after 
Coach Lang left, and I think she did an ex-
cellent job managing the chaos that can be 
Indoor Track. We have so many kids in such 
a small space; she was great organizing ev-
ery practice, every meet, getting the results 
out to the team, and supporting each mem-
ber.”

Wang, along with providing exceptional 
leadership, ran Hurdles and was a member 
of Andover’s 4x400 Relay team. 

“[Team success is] really about the small 
gestures. The hug after an event. The famil-
iar sound of a teammate’s voice. There’s the 
notion that track is an individual sport, but 
we succeed when we care for each other,” 
wrote Wang in an email to The Phillipian.

Throughout the season, Coach Garrett 
Richie observed first-hand the benefits of 
Indoor’s close environment.

“[Indoor Track] is really close quarters, 
so you’re physically around each other a lot 
more. It was sad to see a lot of the kids go 
because they got so close by the end of the 
season…you still see them hanging out, so 
it was a really good group, it was nice to see 
them get that close,” said Richie. 

Sam Tobin ’18, who competed in distance 
events for Andover and set a Personal Re-
cord (PR) in the Mile at the Greater Boston 
Track Club Invitational Indoor Track Meet 
in 4:54 minutes, also acknowledged the 

importance of the Indoor season, both for 
training for the spring and for developing 
bonds with teammates.  

“In Indoor, the team is a lot smaller and 
that means it’s a lot closer,” said Tobin. “Ev-
erybody knows and talks to each other in 
Indoor and that’s a great experience. With 
spring, it’s much more competitive, you’re 
always training, and it’s harder to develop 
closer relationships with your teammates 
– but in Indoor, that’s what it’s all about. 
That’s a lot of fun.”

Several key athletes across different 
events and grades carried Andover to a suc-
cessful season.

Skinner, who set a PR in the Mile with a 
time of 4:29.15 minutes, was Andover’s lead-
ing scorer this season and made significant 
contributions to the team in every meet.

Along with Skinner, Noah Ward ’17 was a 
standout player for Andover all season long. 
He repeatedly shattered his own class re-
cord in Shot-Put, ultimately setting a PR of 
54 feet and 4 inches.  

“Noah Ward was always someone we 
could count on; he was so consistent in Shot-
Put, putting up throws of 50 Feet. Also, the 
additions of Rob Jones and Brad Schlosser 
in the shorter distances put up a lot of points 
for the team,” said Skinner.

Additionally, Post-Graduates (PGs) Brad 
Schlosser ’16, who competed in multiple 
events, and Rob Jones ’16, who ran the 60 
Meter Dash with a PR of 7.19 seconds, rou-
tinely placed for Andover.

Despite the loss of multiple Senior and 
PGs, Andover’s future still looks bright.

Skinner said, “It was also great to see so 
many of the younger athletes step up and re-
ally emerge in their own right, and it gives a 
lot of hope to the future of our program next 
year and beyond, so I’m excited to see what 
they can do.”

Along with Tobin and Ward, David On-
abanjo ’18, who set a PR in the 400 Meter 
Dash with a time of 53.03 seconds, is part of 
a strong core of returners that look to lead 
the team next season. 

Will Hartemink ’17, another member 
of Andover’s Relay team, looks to sustain 
Wang’s legacy as Captain.

Tobin said, “For next season, I’m looking 
forward to having Will as Captain, looking 
forward to seeing what [he] can do. But 
also, just what the team can do. The under-
classmen are looking so strong. I’m total-
ly psyched to see how good we can be and 
what the future has in store for us.”

BOYSINDOORTRACK&FIELD

CEDRIC ELKOUH

Girls Beat Exeter to Cap Great Year

Under the leadership of Captain Camille 
Little ’16, Andover Girls Indoor Track & 
Field completed its 2015-2016 regular sea-
son with a record of 4-3 along with strong 
showings in the Greater Boston Track Club 
Invitational Track Meet and the U.S.A. Track 
& Field New England Championships.

Throughout all of its competitions, An-
dover’s season was defined by the incredible 
camaraderie that the team shared.

Taryn Gangi ’16 said, “Track has always 
amazed me because it is perhaps the larg-
est team on campus, yet feels the most like 
a family. My teammates are the wind at my 
back. Everyday I make the trek to [track 
practice], and everyday I never want to leave 
– and knowing that I’ll have to one day soon 
is a harsh reality that I still haven’t come to 
terms with.”

Fredericka Lucas ’18 said, “Our team is 
a family, and we are always supporting and 
encouraging each other. The atmosphere 
of each meet is saturated with positive en-
ergy and excitement, which energizes us 
and generates the tailwind that allows each 
member of the team to do their best.”

Despite a successful season overall, one 
meet in particular stood out to the team: the 
nail-biting 48-47 victory over Exeter to cap 
off the season.

The thrilling finish against Exeter gave 
many graduating Seniors the perfect send 
off, especially Caroline Shipley ’16 and Lit-
tle, who won the 4x400-Meter Relay along 
with Sidney Holder ’17 and Lucas to give 
Andover the one-point edge.

Shipley said, “My favorite memory from 
this season was definitely the 4x400 at An-
dover/Exeter. The meet had been very com-
petitive and come down to this final race. 
Exeter started out very strong in the relay, 
and it was incredibly nerve-racking waiting 
for my leg of the race. The entire team was 
there cheering at the top of their lungs, and 
I remember just being in awe of that, and I 

couldn’t help but smile for the entirety of 
the three laps.”

Although the end of the season is bitter-
sweet for Seniors, many newcomers were 
delighted to discover the sport of Track & 
Field for the first time.

Josephina Caico ’19 was one of these 
newcomers; she overcame her inexperience 
to achieve several Personal Records in short 
distance events and lettered by the end of 
the season. 

Caico said, “Some accomplishments I 
achieved were making varsity as a freshman 
as well as establishing a bond with more of 
the Andover community – in the form of a 
team. I impressed myself with my own un-
discovered talents and found myself pursu-
ing a love for running, with people I would 
soon find out to be my closest friends now.”

Caico attributed her success to the undy-
ing support of her teammates.

She said, “As a newcomer to track and 
being a freshman on this team, I found ev-
eryone very welcoming to all, regardless of 
skill or talent. From the beginning to the end 
of the season, I found myself exploring and 
pushing my physical limits with the encour-
aging pressures of my teammates, leading to 
my surprising success as ‘freshmeat.’ ”

Next year, Holder will be taking Little’s 
place as Captain. With a mix of young talent 
and veteran experience, Andover has high 
hopes.

Lucas said, “While the team will miss 
the exceptional talent of this year’s seniors, 
next season will give our younger runners 
the opportunity to truly demonstrate their 
skills. The team’s goal for the next season is 
to continue to increase our depth, and to in-
troduce new athletes to new events. 

Little said, “It is extremely sad knowing 
that this is my last time running with my 
team. I have been a part of the team since 
freshman year and it has become such a 
huge part of my life. I also feel very grateful 
because [Track & Field] has given me amaz-
ing friends and memories that I will cher-
ish.”

GIRLSINDOORTRACK&FIELD

ANDY KIM

R.KINDANGEN/THE PHILLIPIAN
Meggan Rodriguez ’17 played a crucial role in Andover’s offense.

GIRLSHOCKEY

S.CARMICHAEL/THE PHILLIPIAN
Johnny Rex ’17 performed High Jump for Boys Indoor Track & Field.

COURTESY OF PHILLIPS ACADEMY
Deyana Marsh ’17 ran hurdles for Andover this season. 

Winter Sports
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Despite Strong Play From Emma Kelley ’17, Girls Falter in Playoffs

Facing Phillips Exeter Acade-
my twice in the 2015-2016 season, 
Andover Girls Basketball boasted 
a 46-42 win and a narrow 47-49 
loss to its rivals. After a playoff 
stint as second seed in the New 
England Preparatory School Ath-
letic Council (Nepsac) Tourna-
ment, Andover held a record of 
6-12 in its regular season. 

The team’s second game against 
Exeter was one of its most exciting 
matchups and a highlight of the 
season. Down by four points with 
40 seconds left in the game, Ando-
ver closed the deficit by two points 
with a basket from Co-Captain 
Emma Kelley ’17. The team, how-
ever, was unable to score again to 
tie the game and go into overtime. 
Even though Andover fell short, 
this exhilarating tight game expe-
rience gave the girls a great mem-
ory of a competitive season.

 Kelley said, “Coach called a 
timeout and drew up a play to 
bring us within two points of Ex-
eter. In the huddle, I distinctly re-
member feeling a sense of love for 
one another, and devotion to the 
game. I felt so lucky to be in that 
moment.”

For other members of the team, 
Andover’s first rout and victory 

against Exeter is what they will re-
member about the season.

Janneke Evans ’18 said, “My fa-
vorite part of the season was prob-
ably our first game against Exeter, 
where we won by four points. I 
feel that this was the first game 
where we really played like a team, 
using everyone on the floor to beat 
Exeter. I also think the energy was 
really great because we were defi-
nitely aiming to beat them after 
losing in double overtime last [An-
dover/Exeter].”

Although Andover had a rocky 
start to its season, losing its first 
three games, it secured second 
seed for a playoff contention. An-
dover was defeated in the first 
round after a 60-41 loss to St. 
Paul’s.

Kelley had a dominant offen-
sive season, averaging 18 points 
and nine rebounds per game. 
Leading the team in both those 
categories, Kelley also shot 30 per-
cent from the 3-point line and 77 
percent from the free-throw line.

Co-Captain Sarah Humes ’16 
also had a great season, mak-
ing crucial plays with her tena-
cious defense. She lead the team 
in steals, recording 45 over the 
course of the season, and tallied 39 
assists. The dynamic duo of Kelly 
and Humes lead Andover to many 

of its victories this season. 
Before Andover’s season began, 

the team took a preseason trip to 
India as a part of the Niswarth 
Hoops program. This experience 
fostered team chemistry among 
the players before the season had 
even started.

Head Coach Lani Silversides 
said, “That experience together 
as a team really set the stage for a 
unique bond. From start to finish 
I think this was probably one of 

the most memorable seasons, even 
despite not reaching some of our 
goals.”

The team’s attitude and positive 
energy were important in many of 
its difficult games this season. An-
dover’s positivity translated into 
smart decision making and prob-
lem solving during close games. 

Next year Andover will lose 
Seniors Victoria Bergeron ’16, Syd-
ney Baumgardt ’16, and Humes. 
Andover will be led by Captain 

Kelley along with its three other 
rising Seniors.

Kelley said, “While our loss 
to St. Paul’s in the playoffs was 
a tough way to end the season, it 
definitely motivated and will con-
tinue to motivate us to get better in 
the off-season and come back next 
year with maturity, strength, and 
continued love for the game.”

Editor’s Note: Emma Kelley is a 
Features Editor for The Phillipian.

REUBEN PHILIP

GIRLSBASKETBALL

Andover Makes Massive Improvements, Fall Just Short of Playoff Berth

Following a rebuilding 2014-
2015 season, Andover Boys Bas-
ketball headed back to the courts 
with a revamped roster this win-
ter. Bolstered by four Post-Gradu-
ate (PG) players, Co-Captain Dan-
ny Evans ’16, Hallvard Lundevall 
’16, Sam Jefferson ’16, and Matt 
Wesoloski ’16, and one Senior re-
cruit, Andrew Sasanuma ’16, An-
dover narrowly missed a playoff 
berth and finished the season with 
a record of 8-13.

Head Coach Terrell Ivory ’00 
said of the extremely close playoff 
situation, “Basically, there are 20 
teams in the Class-A Conference 
and the top eight teams advance 
to the playoffs, and our last game 
– we were tied for eighth place. If 
we would have won and another 
team would have lost we would 
have made the playoffs. But we lost 
our last game, and I think the team 
that we needed to lose won. So I 
don’t think it would have mattered 
anyway. I mean it was a situation 
where we sort of controlled our 

own destiny, which I appreciated, 
but we just didn’t win that game.”

Despite missing the playoffs, 
Andover secured many victories 
and established itself as an offen-
sive powerhouse, specializing in 
3-pointers.

This strength was highlighted 
in Andover’s game against Deer-
field, where Jefferson shot eight 
3-pointers and scored a total of 39 
points, more than half the team’s 
total. He also maintained a 73 per-
cent shooting rate against a rau-
cous Deerfield home crowd. In the 
Deerfield game, Jefferson not only 
broke Andover’s record for most 
3-pointers in a single game, but 
also posted the most impressive 
single-scoring performance for 
the entire season.

The team bolstered this clinical 
finishing ability beyond the arc, 
with aggressive play in the paint 
due to the hard work of power for-
ward Wesoloski and Co-Captain 
Andrew Reavis ’17. 

Coach Ivory said, “I would say 
one of the highlights was winning 
against Worcester. Another was 
when we beat the team that won 
the championship this year, Wil-
liston, earlier in the season. I think 
this was our first win in the season 
at a tournament after coming back 

from a delayed trip in India.”
The team started the season 

sluggishly after being trapped in 
India due to severe flooding during 
a community service trip. Despite 
the early setback, the team man-
aged to come together and form a 
cohesive team environment.

Describing the team’s camara-
derie, Jefferson said, “I really liked 
the team this year. After a rough 
start to the year, which had a lot 
to do with the India situation, we 
were able to mesh as a group and 
we began playing better and bet-
ter as the year progressed. I loved 
my teammates and coaches this 
year as they were so supportive 
and helpful to me throughout the 
season. I will remember almost 
everything from this year forever 
with a positive attitude.”

Despite this season’s variety of 
highlights, Andover did struggle at 
times. The team endured several 
losing streaks. This lack of consis-
tency was the cause of Andover’s 
inability to make playoffs.

Coach Ivory said, “Obviously 
there was a lot of ebbs and flows. 
Overall, I would say we accom-
plished a lot of the goals that we 
had which was to compete ev-
ery game and to try to get better 
in practices and then when we 

played in games and we didn’t 
make the playoffs but we were 
right there.”

Evans and Reavis maintained 
strong team chemistry through 
these rough patches, ultimate-
ly creating a tight-knit and lively 
team atmosphere.

Reavis said, “We had a lot of 
good players on the team this year, 
and being Captain was an honor. I 
am excited for next year, but I was 
sad that we didn’t make playoffs 
this year because you know that 
was our goal, but we are looking 
good for next year.”

Coach Ivory said, “I think they 
did a good job. I mean you know 
it’s a situation where you are ask-
ing the kid to do a lot and our kids 
they did a great job of leading by 
example and helping sort of echo 
the messages I have for the team.”

Next year, Andover will have 
ten returning players who will 
form a strong core on the roster. 
The team is also bringing in five 
new recruits: two underclassmen, 
an Upper, and two PGs.

The team has high hopes for its 
next season. Andover will utilize 
its new players and build off of the 
strength of its returners, hoping to 
improve from this year’s perfor-
mance.

ANJUNAE CHANDRAN

BOYSBASKETBALL

Talented Youngsters Signal Bright Future

Andover Wrestling opened its 
season with many new wrestlers 
and finished with a regular season 
record of 4-10. Though the team 
suffered tough losses through-
out the term, it trained hard to 
achieve a 16th-place overall finish 
out of 45 teams at the New En-
gland Preparatory School Athletic 
Council (Nepsac) Tournament. 
Andover also earned a third-place 
finish out of 12 other teams at the 
Class-A Interschols Tournament. 

Andover started its season with 
a loss to Choate, but bounced back 
with hard fought wins against 
Hyde and Northfield Mount Her-
mon (NMH). Co-Captains Ian 
Blythe ’16 and Justin Muchnick 
’16 helped foster a team chemistry 
that proved to be crucial to main-
taining positivity despite losses 
throughout the season.

Pierce Bausano ’18 said, “We 
were a very young team this year 
but our captains really did a great 
job leading us and keeping us 
focused. They didn’t let us get 
caught up on a bad loss and just 
made sure we knew that the only 
important match is the next one.”

Kal Parvanov ’16 said, “There 
was a strong sense of camarade-
rie. Our captains did a great job of 
pushing and inspiring us. And ev-
eryone worked really, really hard. 
The fact that our team stuck to-
gether through the entire season 
and pulled it through with such 
amazing accomplishments defi-
nitely means something. Overall 
I am proud with my teammates 
and myself and I think that we did 
great this season.”

Led by Muchnick and Blythe, 
Christian Milotte ’16, Parvan-
ov, Alex Cleveland ’17, Bausano, 
and Evan Park ’18 qualified for 
New England’s. Out of the sev-
en Andover wrestlers who com-
peted, Muchnick and Cleveland 
emerged with top-six finishes, 
qualifying them both to compete 

at the National Prep Tournament. 
Milotte said, “Many times after 

facing tough opponents, we felt 
dejected and solemn; however, 
we always bounced back and we 
were always able to shake off neg-
ative results and work even hard-
er the next time around. Our out-
standing result at the Class As is 
testament to our mental strength 
and maturity as a team, and our 
ability to grow throughout the 
season.”

“One of the greatest strengths 
we have as a team is how close we 
are with one another,” he contin-
ued. “While wrestling is an indi-
vidual sport, we never treated it as 
such: each person’s success was a 
measurement of how hard we had 
worked as a team, and we were 
undoubtedly one of the hardest 
working teams around.”

Throughout the season, the 
team worked hard to develop into 
a competitive Class A team. The 
team’s strong performance at In-
terschols was a result of the sea-
son-long effort to prepare for the 
tournament.

Bausano said, “The team’s goal 
is always to be ready to compete 
come tournament season and 
with strong showings at North-
erns and Class As,  I think we did 
a lot working towards that goal.”

Andover also fielded a strong 
Girls Wrestling team this year. At 
the U.S.A. Wrestling Massachu-
setts State Girls Folkstyle Tourna-
ment, second-year wrestlers Mar-
tha Gao ’17 and Josie Simmons ’17 
both won individual titles in their 
respective weight brackets, while 
first-year wrestlers Lizzy Seero 
’18 and Melanie Tlaseca-Verde 
’19 each claimed second place in 
their respective weight groups. 
Andover’s strong performances 
ultimately led the girls to win the 
tournament’s team title, qualify-
ing them for the U.S.A. Wrestling 
Folkstyle National Tournament.

Gao said, “What meant the 
most to me was how hard we 
worked, especially after our loss-
es, to come together, make it 
through the season, and ultimate-
ly win a team award at state. I 
think the achievements we made 
on our own separately from the 
regular season also helped bring 
more respect from others for the 
female wrestlers, and that shift in 
perspective was nice to experi-
ence.”

Looking toward next season, 
Andover has high expectations. 
Although the team will lose five 
Seniors, the strong performances 
of the underclassmen this season 
bodes well for the team’s future. 

WRESTLING

STAFF REPORT

Carmen Bango ’16 
Spectacular Once Again

This past winter, much of 
Andover Nordic’s skiing time 
was limited due to lack of snow. 
Because of condition of snow 
levels throughout the season, 
nearly all races were held at the 
Proctor Academy race course.

Led by Head Coach Keith 
Robinson, the team maintained 
its rigorous training conditions 
regardless of the weather, be it 
snow, frozen mud, or rainfall. 
The dedicated Andover skiers 
trained intensely in order to en-
sure adequate preparation for 
their races.

Pitted against bitter cold and 
harsh conditions, it was inevita-
ble that this small group would 
form such a tight bond.

When asked what they will 
miss most, team members unan-
imously recognized the unit’s 
camaraderie.

“I will miss the team rally 
wagon rides the most. The rides 
to and from races was where the 
team really came together. They 
were great bonding experienc-
es,” said newly-elected Captain 
Aditya Krishnamachar ’17.

“Partially because Nordic 
is a co-ed team, and because 
it’s a small team, it gets pretty 
tight pretty quickly. My favorite 
memory from the season would 
definitely be all the trips back 
from races, and the end of races, 
because it’s such an encouraging 
team dynamic,” said Isaac New-
ell ’18.

Co-Captain Carmen Bango 
’16 was, once again, stellar, plac-
ing in every race she complet-
ed. Bango captured victories at 
Proctor on multiple occasions to 
combine with dominant perfor-
mances at Vermont Academy, St. 
Paul’s, and Cardigan. 

At the New England Prepa-
ratory School Athletic Council 
(Nepsac) Championships, Ban-
go placed second overall due to 

a last-second fall. She did, how-
ever, capture first place in New 
England for her record over the 
cumulative season.

“I have the honor of gradu-
ating alongside Carmen Bango, 
Captain and star skier of our 
team, who finished out the sea-
son with the incredible finish of 
first place rank for girls cumula-
tive for the season,” said Parker 
Tope ’16.

Heading into next season, 
Bango – along with Seniors 
Co-Captain Claire Glover ’16, 
Tope, and Tevis Vitale ’16 – will 
be handing the team over into 
very capable hands.

Led by Krishnamachar, who 
will combine with talented rac-
ers Viraj Kumar ’17, Jack Lawlor 
’17, Evelyn Mesler ’17, Claudia 
Leopold ’18, Rex Noble ’18, Cole 
DeMeulemeester ’18, and New-
ell, Andover will look to have a 
strong year in the 2016-2017 sea-
son.

Tope said, “Claudia Leopold 
got stronger throughout the sea-
son and will perform beautiful-
ly next year. Our captain Aditya 
joined the team this year and 
made an impression quickly be-
ing one of the leading boys on 
our team.”

Krishnamachar said, “Being 
elected captain is humbling. 
This past year was my first year 
on the team, and I think the 
team atmosphere really allowed 
me to flourish. We have strong 
returners on both the boys’ and 
girls’ teams, with a lot of young 
talent with plenty of room to 
develop. I’m looking forward to 
next year and what we can do as 
a team.”

Mesler said, “I’m really look-
ing forward to having some new 
skiers on the team, bringing 
them into the fold and working 
on our team’s level of skiing, 
building the program and then 
hopefully winning some races.”

NORDIC

STAFF REPORT

H.JOHNSON/THE PHILLIPIAN
Co-Captain Sarah Humes ’16 was Andover’s third leading scorer this season .

H.JOHNSON/THE PHILLIPIAN

Andrew Sasanuma ’16 was Andover’s sixth man throughout the year.

T.RYNNE/THE PHILLIPIAN
Evan Park ’18 grapples with his opponent. 
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Young Players Gain Critical Experience in Developmental Year

Andover Boys Squash entered 
the 2015-2016 season with the 
challenge of training a young and 
inexperienced team. The team 
pushed through the loss of much 
of its ladder, relying on the leader-
ship of only two returners to close 
out the season with a record of 
4-12.

Andover recorded victories 
over Choate and Concord with 
scores of 4-3 and 6-1, respectively. 
The team earned consecutive 7-0 
sweeps against Middlesex and St. 
Mark’s.

Aside from these triumphs, 
Captain Jack Quamme ’16 and 
returner Ishaan Patel ’18 knew it 
would be a year of recovery from 
the beginning of the season. 

Quamme said, “Going into the 
season, we knew that this would 
be a rebuilding year. Ishaan Patel 
and I were the only guys left from 
last year’s team, so we had our 
work cut out for us. There was a 
pretty wide range of experience 
on the team, so a lot of our time 
was dedicated to preparing every-
one for a higher level of squash. 
This meant that we couldn’t al-
ways worry about the outcome of 
our matches as much as our im-
provement as a team.”

The team worked hard to im-
prove every day and tried not to 
focus too heavily on the future.

David Tsai ’18 said, “The team’s 
goal this season was for every sin-
gle kid to improve as much as pos-
sible. All of us on the team are ca-
pable of playing great squash; it is 
just going to take a ton of work. We 
focused on our day-to-day work, 
keeping our focus on our improve-
ment and not losing ourselves in 
the future.”

The team – which included 
four people who played on the ju-
nior varsity team the year before, 
two Juniors, and only two return-
ers – suffered some tough losses 
due to its inexperience.

Patel said, “Our goal this sea-
son was really to improve. We 
were a fairly new team so we were 
just working on getting better 
and bonding as a group. Because 
we were very inexperienced as a 
group, we lacked some of the cohe-
siveness of more experienced and 
veteran teams. This meant that we 
suffered a lot of tough losses to 
more experienced teams.”

Throughout the season, Ando-
ver faced tough losses, in many 
of which the team was swept 7-0 
against Brooks, Taft, Deerfield, 

Groton, St. Paul’s, and Phillips 
Exeter Academy. Rather than los-
ing hope, the losses motivated the 
team to improve.

Quamme said, “Everyone on 
the team really bought into the 
idea that if we simply worked on 
getting better and gaining a more 
comprehensive understanding 
of the game, then the results will 
come. We faced strong teams with 
a lot more experience than us, but 
that only motivated everyone to 
work harder to eventually reach 
that next level.”

On February 11, Andover had its 
first match during the U.S. Squash 
Division III High School Nation-
al Championships. Andover first 
faced Horace Mann and lost by a 
margin of 6-1. In the consolation 

bracket, the team secured a close 
4-3 win in the fifth game of its last 
match against St. Paul’s. The team 
then lost to the Friends Academy 
5-2 before losing to Blair Acade-
my by the same margin. The team 
exceeded expectations however, 
coming in 12th place despite the 
fact it was seeded sixteenth. 

By the end of the season, the 
team improved greatly through-
out its ladder.

Quamme said, “Everyone 
showed a lot of improvement, es-
pecially towards the bottom of the 
ladder where some people had 
really never been exposed to the 
kind of squash we encountered 
over the course of the season.”

Due to the young age of the 
team, Andover had to work hard 

to improve both its mental and 
physical strength. The team de-
veloped its endurance and learned 
how to keep a mental edge over its 
opponents. 

Patel said, “We improved a lot 
this season, both technically and 
mentally. Being young, we had to 
work on developing that mental 
muscle that is so key to winning a 
squash match. We also improved 
our squash skills as well, which 
was good.”

For the returning players, the 
work has already begun to prepare 
for next year’s season with offsea-
son training in full effect.

Patel said, “The future’s look-
ing good. We will have mostly the 
same team next year, and everyone 
is improving. We hope to improve 
on our season next year, and the 
team is going to train hard for the 
upcoming season.”

Next year, Tsai will captain the 
team.

Tsai said, “The future is ex-
tremely bright. I love this group 
of guys, and I know that we are 
capable of awesome things. For 
all of us, next year’s season start-
ed the day winter term ended. If 
our team will work harder than 
any other program out there, that 
alone is a successful season to me.”

With only one player gradu-
ating this year, the team hopes to 
stay strong and continue improv-
ing.

Quamme said, “In two years, 
this team will be a group of hard-
ened veterans, and I’m sad that I 
won’t be there to witness the cul-
mination of all our hard work, but 
I’m proud to have been a part of 
what I know is a new era for An-
dover Squash.”

NICK SCHOELLER

BOYSSQUASH

Girls Place Third in Division-II National Championships

Despite entering the season 
with a relatively inexperienced 
roster, Andover Girls Squash 
achieved success by placing third 
in the 2016 Division II National 
Squash Championships. The girls 
concluded their regular season 
with a record of 9-8.

Zoe Oasis ’17 said, “Our high-
light this year was our perfor-
mance at [Nationals], where we 
came in third in Division II. We 
beat a lot of strong teams, includ-
ing Choate, who we had lost to 
during the regular season. Ev-
eryone went into the tournament 
giving their all and the level of 
play was high all around.”

Caroline Yun ’18 added, “The 
main highlight of our season was 
our trip to Philadelphia to com-
pete in the high school nation-
als. Our team grew really close as 
we supported each other while 
watching everyone compete.”

With a strong start of 6-1 
against Rye High School, the 
team was prepared to face Choate 
Rosemary Hall. After a nail-biting 
match, Andover came out on top 
4-3. The team ended Nationals by 

playing Taft and falling 5-2, end-
ing its campaign short. 

In the regular season, Andover 
earned season highlight victories 
against powerhouse Choate with 
a  4-3 victory and four 7-0 sweeps 
against Taft, Loomis Chaffee, 
Middlesex, and Brooks.  

With the leadership of Captain 
Claire Kister ’16, Andover quick-
ly evolved into a unified team 
through rigorous training on the 
squash courts and during long 
bus rides to matches. 

Kister led the team through 
tough losses and strong victories 
despite her injury that prevented 
her from playing for the entire 
season. Kister was the lone Senior 
on a roster that consisted primar-
ily of newcomers, such as Sewon 
Park ’17, Susan Yun ’17, Caroline 
Yun ’18, Brita Luke ’19, and Prian-
ca Patel ’19.  

Patel said, “One of my favor-
ite parts of being on the team is 
the huddle that we do before we 
play our matches, because Coach 
Elliott and our captain, Claire, 
always give us words of advice 
so we performed to the best of 
our ability and feel confident go-
ing into our matches, regardless 

of the level of the team we were 
playing against.”  

Oasis said, “Claire unfortunate-
ly could not play this season, but 
her enthusiasm was unmatched 
and she was a great leader off the 
courts to everyone. Coach Elliott 
is like a mother to us, and we love 
her so much. Whenever anyone is 
having a rough match, she knows 
exactly what to say to cheer us up 
and give us the energy to perform 
at the best of our ability.” 

Head Coach Jennifer Elliott 
’94 wrote in an email to The Phil-
lipian, “Our young team made 
tremendous progress this year; 
every player improved her game. 
Our captain, Claire Kister, was a 
fantastic mentor for and support-
er of her younger peers. We are 
going to miss Claire’s enthusiasm, 
sense of joy, and dogged competi-
tive instincts. We wish Claire the 
best of luck, and we cannot wait 
to welcome a few new teammates 
next year!”

Andover heads into the 2016-
2017 season with a strong roster 
of returners eager to build upon 
their success from this season.

YUJI CHAN

GIRLSSQUASH

Injuries Lead to Down-Year for Andover Boys Hockey

Despite losing many players 
to injury, Andover Boys Hockey 
managed a 9-18-1 record on the 
season. The team’s highlights 
included overtime wins against 
St. Paul’s and Deerfield, and a 
last-second game-winning goal 
against Governor’s.

The team started its season 
strongly, with three consecutive 
home wins. After two straight 5-2 
wins against Brewster and Pom-
fret to open its season, Andover 
emerged victorious against St. 
Paul’s in overtime. Less than 30 
seconds into the additional pe-
riod, Tyler Levine ’16 and Collin 

Nugent ’16 connected with Post 
Graduate (PG) Billy Stahley ’16 for 
the goal, in what Stahley recalled 
as his favorite moment of the sea-
son.

Stahley said, “I would say the 
highlight of my season was defi-
nitely the overtime game-winner 
against St. Paul’s. It was a special 
moment for myself, but more im-
portantly it gave the team some 
life. It was also a great team effort 
on the winning goal. Misha drove 
the net hard, Tyler was open as an 
outlet, and Collin gave me a great 
pass. I happen to be at the right 
place at the right time and put it 
away to win the game.”

Following its strong start to the 
season, Andover faced adversi-

ty when injury plagued many of 
the team’s key players. After re-
linquishing a 5-0 lead in a draw 
against New Hampton, Andover 
lost impact player and forward 
Nugent to injury for the remain-
der of the season. Over the course 
of the season Andover played 
with the absence of PG defensem-
an Nick Ellerton ’16, forward Nick 
Latham ’16, and Levine.

Levine said, “Personally [the 
biggest adversity I faced] was my 
injury, and more significantly los-
ing Collin as a partner. We com-
plimented each other well and 
without him I didn’t really have 
anyone that played my style of 
hockey.”

After going 3-2-1 in the first 

six games of the regular season, 
Andover had a 0-4 showing at 
the Flood Marr tournament over 
winter break. The team, howev-
er, bounced back after it returned 
from break with three straight 
wins against Pingree School, Cho-
ate Rosemary Hall, and Tilton 
Academy with scores of 3-1, 3-2, 
and 4-3, respectively.

In this string of wins, a strong 
forward line emerged in Stahley, 
Levine, and new Upper Jonny 
Edelson ’17. Stahley put up two 
goals in a 3-1 win against Pingree, 
and Levine scored twice in a 3-2 
win against Choate.

Stahley said, “As more guys got 
injured, the coaching staff had to 
rearrange the lineup which didn’t 
give us much time to adjust and 
gel with our linemates. Also, when 
more players got hurt it forced the 
first two lines to play a lot more 
and put more pucks in the net.”

With a heavily-damaged line-
up, Andover faced Exeter in the 
first of two meetings during the 
season. Andover fell to Exeter 7-0 
as its defensive core faltered with 
the absence of Captain Payton 
Jancsy ’16. Andover let up 74 shots 
but PG goaltender Matt Schoen 
’16, who made 67 saves in the 
game, kept Andover alive. Schoen 
led the New England Preparatory 
School Athletic Conference (Nep-
sac) in saves for a large portion of 
the year.

After the game, Schoen said, 
“Losing Jancsy… is tough because 
he’s a source of stability on the 
ice. Exeter is a physical team so 
our wings were getting hit on the 
boards every time they touched 
the puck. I give a lot of credit to 

our team for not giving up.”
Another highlight of the sea-

son was Andover’s 4-3 overtime 
win against Deerfield. Newcom-
ers Kyle Welch ’18 and Edelson 
each slotted away goals less than 
90 seconds into the game. Edelson 
connected with Stahley in over-
time to secure the win and put the 
brakes on Andover’s downward 
skid.

Schoen, who had 44 saves in 
the game, said, “My moment of the 
season is definitely beating Deer-
field in overtime. They were one 
of the stronger teams we faced all 
year and we went into the game 
looking to snap a losing streak. 
Everyone on our team battled and 
outworked our opponent to force 
overtime. Our game winning goal 
started with Billy Stahley never 
giving up on the play and forcing 
a turnover to give Jonny Edelson 
the chance to win it. It was the 
perfect goal to show the work we 
put in to win the game. It was our 
most hard fought victory all year.”

At the end of the season, Ando-
ver fell 5-2 in a home game against 
Exeter, sealing the team’s 9-18-
1 record. The loss was the final 
game for many Andover players. 

Andover will take the ice with-
out PGs Stahley, Schoen, Misha 
Song ’16, Ellerton, and Latham. 
Andover’s graduating seniors in-
clude Ben Bolduc ’16, Nugent, Jeff 
Lee ’16, Tora Liu ’16, Alex Armor 
’16, Levine, and Jancsy. 

Next year, Edelson and Jack 
Cusack ’18 will be taking over 
as Co-Captains. Andover looks 
to improve upon the progress it 
made this season.

LEO BROTHER

BOYSHOCKEY

T.RYNNE/THE PHILLIPIAN
Eric Wu ’18 was a newcomer for Andover this year.

J.WOLFE/THE PHILLIPIAN
Zoe Oasis ’17 played second seed for Andover this season. 

J.WOLFE/THE PHILLIPIAN
Tyler Levine ’16 bolstered Andover’s offense this season. 
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Boys Finish with Six-Game Win 

Andover Boys Swim-
ming & Diving clinched 
first place in the New En-
gland Preparatory School 
Athletic Council (Nepsac) 
Championships to end its 
undefeated 2015-2016 sea-
son. While the team techni-
cally finished with a record 
of 7-1, its sole loss was to the 
Peddie School, which does 
not compete in the Nepsac 
league and does not count 
in the team’s regular season 
record.

Andover accumulated 
an impressive 340.5 points 
throughout the Champi-
onship, narrowly defeating 
defending champion Deer-
field’s 337 points. The win 
marked Andover’s sixth 
New England Champion-
ship title in the past ten 
years. 

Out of Andover’s 29 pre-
liminary swims at the Cham-
pionships, 25 were Personal 
Records (PR), which trans-
lates to an almost 86% per-
cent PR rate. Co-Captain 
Darren Ty ’16 captured first 
place in the 200 Individual 
Medley, a feat that has not 
been accomplished by an 
Andover swimmer since 
2002. Co-Captain Marcello 
Rossi ’16 captured a third-
place finish in the 100-Yard 
Butterfly, despite never pre-
viously competing in this 
event at a championship 
meet. Newcomers Jacob 
Hudgins ’19 and Jack War-
den ’18 established new Ju-
nior records in the 100-Yard 
Breaststroke and 100-Yard 
Butterfly, respectively.

Andover divers Jack Bel-
luche ’16, Matt Grottkau ’17, 
and Robert DeLaus ’16 dis-
played their dominance in 
the diving event by scoring 
valuable points at the New 
England Championships 
with fifth, sixth, and tenth 
place-finishes, respectively.

Andover’s massive suc-

cess throughout the regular 
season and Championships 
can be contributed to the 
leadership and strength of 
Rossi and Ty.

Hudgins wrote in an 
email to The Phillipian, 
“Marcello and Darren led 
us through the season not 
as individuals but as a team. 
We won New England’s 
because of Marcello and 
Darren. They scored points, 
and swam well, but most im-
portantly they led the team 
through combining every 
person into one group. Mar-
cello and Darren enforced 
that we win and lose togeth-
er. Everyone supporting one 
and other really helped us 
stay strong and pull through 
with a win at New En-
gland’s.”

Head Coach David Fox 
was also crucial to the team’s 
success after returning from 
sabbatical this year to as-
sume former Head Coach 
Jacques Hugon’s position.

Thomas Choi ’16 said, 
“He’s extremely focused and 
wants us to leave everything 
in the pool. Fox has a way 
of motivating his swimmers 
like no one else I’ve seen. He 
makes sure to reach your full 
potential within a short span 
of ten weeks, which I never 
thought was possible before 
I came here. He really is the 
core of the team. Without 
him the swim program at 
this school could not have 
reached what he has done.”

Although the New En-
gland Championships were 
the climax of the season, a 
few regular season high-
lights are worth noting. 

At Andover’s second 
home meet of the sea-
son against the Northfield 
Mount Hermon School, Ty, 
Rossi, Christian Alberga 
’17, and Nick Isenhower ’18 
swam the fastest perfor-
mance in the 200-Yard Free-
style Relay in the history of 
Andover Boys Swimming. 
The relay team defeated 

the pool and school record, 
both set in 2014. The time 
of 1:25.30 minutes set by Ty, 
Rossi, Isenhower, and Alber-
ga qualified for an All-Amer-
ican Consideration. 

Andover’s 104-84 victory 
over Phillips Exeter Acad-
emy in its last dual meet 
of the regular season was 
a highlight for the entire 
team. This victory marked 
Andover’s 11th consecutive 
victory over Exeter. 

Daniel Tran ’17 said, 
“My favorite memory of 
this season next to winning 
New England’s was beating 
Exeter at their home pool 
in our last dual meet of the 
season. We hadn’t lost to 
them in years, and to see the 
Seniors, Marcello, Darren, 
Sarp, Michael, Thomas, and 
Nick leave it all in the pool 
and contribute so many 
points in the beat-down of 
Exeter was so fulfilling.”

Reflecting on his last 
season season of Andover 
swimming, Rossi said, “I 
will leave my four years of 
Andover swimming experi-
ence with deep friendships, 
memories of victories, fail-
ures, and finally, a discipline 
that applies to all facets of 
my life.”

Looking ahead to the 
2016-2017 season, Alberga 
will captain Andover. 

Alberga said, “The most 
memorable thing for me this 
season was just being with 
the guys because we had so 
much from the first day of 
practice to the night of New 
England’s. I am very excited 
to lead the team next year 
along with Richard, Jona-
than, and Dan as we hope to 
cement our legacy in the An-
dover Swimming dynasty.”

Assisted by a fresh wave 
of recruits and a solid core 
of returners, Alberga plans 
to build upon the efforts of 
Rossi and Ty and lead Ando-
ver to another New England 
Championship title.

BOYSSWIMMING&DIVING

JULIETTE FARMER

34 Season Bests Define Girls’ Year

Claiming a fifth-
place finish at the New 
England Preparatory 
School Athletic Coun-
cil (Nepsac) Champi-
onships, Andover Girls 
Swimming capped off 
the 2015-2016 season 
with a 5-3 regular season 
record.

The New England 
Championships were the 
highlight of the season, 
as returner Jess Gearan 
’18 wrote in an email to 
The Phillipian, “My fa-
vorite part about this past 
swim season was going 
to the Nepsac Champi-
onships. Everyone swam 
really well and it was a 
great ending to our sea-
son in the pool. Outside 
of racing, we had a great 
time going out to dinner, 
having team meetings, 
laughing on the bus rides 
to and from the pool, and 
spending time together.”

To clinch fifth place, 
the girls scored 261.5 
points and gained 34 
Season Best times along 
with a whopping 27 Per-
sonal Record times.

The championships 
were the culmination of a 
long season in which the 
girls developed extreme-
ly tight-knit bonds and 
established a welcoming 
team atmosphere.

Sarah Choi ’18, a new-
comer to the team, wrote 
in an email to The Phil-
lipian, “Coming into the 
swim team as a new low-
er, I was honestly terri-
fied of most of the people 
on the swim team. They 
were a group of talent-
ed and spirited people, 
but [it surprised me that] 
they were all so welcom-
ing. They instantly made 
me feel welcome from 
the first day of practice. 
I made so many memora-
ble memories, and I am 
definitely going to miss 
the seniors the most next 
year.”

Andover got off to a 

sluggish start to the sea-
son, losing to perennial 
powerhouses Peddie and 
Suffield after not having 
adequate time to train 
prior to the event.

Co-Captain Sasha 
Newton ’16 wrote in an 
email to The Phillipi-
an, “The Suffield/Ped-
die meet is always a bit 
challenging, because 
both teams have by that 
first meet already been 
training for significantly 
longer. Because of Ando-
ver’s holiday schedule, 
we only had a little time 
(three days) to practice 
before our first meet.”

Nevertheless, this ob-
stacle did not discour-
age the team, as Ando-
ver drastically improved 
throughout the season as 
it gained more practice 
time under its belt.

 Emma Donchi ’18 
said, “Throughout the 
course of the season, the 
team greatly improved 
on its endurance as well 
as its technique; specif-
ically its underwaters. 
We also spent a lot of 
time practicing relay 
starts, which resulted in 
us getting faster times.”

Over the course of the 
season, several swim-
mers stood out in partic-
ular. One notable figure, 
returning lower Allyson 
Ty ’18, broke a handful 
of records, such as the 
Andover/Exeter record, 
by swimming a 58.06 
second race in her 100-
Yard Backstroke against 
archrival Exeter. She 
also broke the Andover 
school record when she 
swam a blistering 56.24 
100-Yard Backstroke at 
the New England Cham-
pionships.

When asked if she 
thought the team accom-
plished its goals for this 
year, Allyson Ty said, “I 
do believe that we ac-
complished our goals. 
Besides individual im-
provement, we succeed-
ed in becoming a closer 
team. There was always 

this positive, loving at-
mosphere in and out of 
the pool. Everyone was 
always there for each 
other and during meets, 
we always cheered on 
one another. I couldn’t 
ask for a better team!”

Along with the strong 
individual performances 
throughout the season, 
the team spirit and work 
ethic of this year’s team 
drove them to a success-
ful season.

Head Coach Paul 
Murphy ’84 wrote in an 
email to The Phillipian, 
“What I will remember 
most about this season 
was the daily camarade-
rie, the hard work, the 
can-do attitude of the 
team, and a lot of win-
ning!  We rocked the sea-
son by setting high goals 
for ourselves and we ral-
lied to make sure we hit 
those goals.”

As Seniors graduate 
this year, they will great-
ly miss the relationships 
they formed with each 
other and the memories 
they made inside and 
outside of the pool.

Newton wrote in an 
email to The Phillipian, 
“Above all, I will miss the 
energy, excitement, and 
sheer joy that the girls 
bring to practice. I loved 
being greeted by their 
smiling faces each day, 
listening to their funny 
anecdotes and jokes, and 
spending time with them 
at dinner, bus rides, and 
meets. Looking back 
on my time here, the 
relationships that I’ve 
fostered at [Andover] – 
many of them with team-
mates – have been the 
most meaningful con-
tribution to my Andover 
experience. The Fish-
ies are always a great 
and energetic group of 
girls and I am so fortu-
nate to have spent three 
wonderful seasons with 
them.”

GIRLSSWIMMING&DIVING

JACK WARDEN

David Fox Leads Team to New England Championship

Head Coach David Fox led 
Andover Boys Swimming to 
an unforgettable 8-0 undefeat-
ed season and the team’s sixth 
New England Preparatory 
School Athletic Council Cham-
pionship (Nepsac) in the last 
ten years. As the guiding voice 
behind Andover’s significant 
achievements this past win-
ter, Fox has been named The 
Phillipian’s Coach of the Win-
ter. 

Fox started swimming seri-
ously at age nine while living 
in Oklahoma, where he was a 
nationally-ranked age-group 
swimmer and state-record 
holder. Fox began his coaching 
career in Oklahoma, where he 
coached part-time during his 
summers in college. Fox attend-
ed Bates College, where he held 
nine out of 18 school records 
for individual events. 

Before coming to Ando-
ver, Fox coached at the Trojan 
Aquatic Club for three years, 
working with 21 Junior Nation-
al qualifiers, six Senior Nation-
al qualifiers, one Junior Nation-
al Champion, and one Olympic 
Trials qualifier. He continued 
his coaching career at Harvard 
University, where he was also a 
graduate student, teacher, and 
administrator. 

After joining Andover in the 
English Department in 2004, 
Fox began assisting former 
Head Coach Jacques Hugon ’79 
in 2006 with the Boys Swim-

ming & Diving Team. Fox was 
named Head Coach in 2011 and 
has led Andover swimmers to 
break 79 Eastern, class, pool, 
Andover/Exeter, school, and 
New-England records. 

In high school, Fox was in-
troduced to the philosophy 
that success in swimming is 
more about reaching individual 
goals than outpacing compet-
itors. This mentality charac-
terizes his approach to coach-
ing. 

Fox wrote in an email to The 
Phillipian, “I was also fortu-
nate to have trained with, and 
worked with, several outstand-
ing coaches who solidified in 
me that it is only worth doing 
something when you are striv-
ing to do your best at it, and in 
that striving emerges a unique 
form of happiness and satis-
faction. They also solidified 
in me that because swimming 
is grounded in establishing a 
goal time and trying to reach 
it, one’s success in swimming is 
not measured by comparison to 
others but rather by compari-
son to oneself.” 

“This philosophy permeated 
my coaching at both the club 
and college levels, as I coached 
NCAA Division I Water Polo at 
Harvard for six years. I have 
greatly enjoyed the opportuni-
ty to bring this philosophy to 
my coaching at Andover,” he 
continued. 

Several of Fox’s swimmers 
attribute the team’s success 
this year to his valuable leader-

ship, as well as his investment 
to his swimmers.

Christian Alberga ’17 said, 
“The reason I believe that we 
are so successful as a team is 
Coach Fox. He has created a 
winning culture on this team 
while making sure that we up-
hold the values of the program. 
He makes sure that we are al-
ways humble and respectful to 
our opponents and makes sure 
that we are students first and 
athletes second. He has been a 
mentor to me at Andover.”

Four-year Senior Thomas 
Choi ’16 said, “He is very in-
vested in the team and each 
individual swimmer. He has a 
miraculous way of getting ev-
eryone back in shape in an un-
believably short period of time. 
Coach Fox is by far the best 
coach I’ve had in my swimming 
career.”

Fox is incredibly focused 
at each practice, helping his 
swimmers remain on track 
to become quality swim-
mers. 

Co-Captain Marcello Ros-
si ’16 said, “Coach Fox values 
quality over quantity in our 
swim sets. He makes sure that 
we are putting in our hardest, 
and makes us redo things if 
we are slacking. This focus on 
quality really helps us improve 
our stamina and our tech-
nique.”

This season, Fox coached 
Andover’s 200-Yard Freestyle 
Relay team, made up of Rossi, 
Alberga, Co-Captain Darren Ty 

’16, and Nick Isenhower ’18, to 
a pool record time of 1:25.30 
minutes. This accomplishment, 
along with the team’s recent 
Nepsac title, is a testament to 
Fox’s coaching abilities.

“Witnessing one of our 
swimmers do something he 
did not believe he was capable 
of – that moment of sublime 
surprise – is among my favor-
ite things about coaching, and 

another of my favorite things is 
seeing our swimmers go on to 
apply some of what they have 
learned in our program – the 
good, the bad, and maybe even 
the ugly – to their own lives far 
beyond the pool,” wrote Fox in 
an email to The Phillipian. 

Next year, Andover looks 
to build upon its success this 
season under the leadership of 
Fox.

JULIETTE FARMER

COURTESY OF PHILLIPS ACADEMY
Rob Delaus ’16 joined the Andover Diving his Lower year.

L.LUO/THE PHILLIPIAN
Ashley Teo ’17 strokes butterfly.
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Andover Earns Second Consecutive New England Championship

Following an undefeated 2014-
2015 season, Co-Captains Victoria 
Bergeron ’16 and Kristina Hagh-
dan ’17 had high hopes for Andover 
Softball going into this year’s sea-
son. With help from Head Coach 
Peter Drench, Assistant Coaches 
Bruce Bacon and Lindsay Maroney 
’07, and former catcher Sarah On-
orato ’11, the team, although unable 
to match its undefeated showing 
from the previous year, found con-
siderable success and finished with 
a record of 19-2. 

After a four-game winning 
streak to begin its season, Ando-
ver suffered its first loss in over 
700 days, falling to St. Paul’s, and 
a second loss came in a 16-11 game 
against North Reading.

 Bergeron said, “People didn’t 
like the way it felt to lose, so peo-
ple didn’t want it to happen again... 
Our goal was never to be undefeat-
ed, so it wasn’t like when we lost 
the end of the world was coming. 
But I think we realized it in those 
losses we weren’t playing up to our 
full potential and that kind of refo-
cused us and motivated us to not let 
that happen again.”

 After the losses, the team mem-

bers were motivated to play for 
each other and for themselves.

“We talked about finding moti-
vation, playing hard for each oth-
er, playing hard for yourself,” said 
Bergeron. “Playing hard and also 
being resilient and being able to 
come back after a tough at bat or an 
error in the field and making up for 
it and picking each other up. Set-
ting expectations and setting the 
tone to work hard and improving 
in practice.”

Coach Drench said, “Every per-

son on the team has her own per-
sonal goals but understands that 
we all gain when the team makes 
progress. On a daily basis, on and 
off the field, the coaches focus on 
helping each player try to find a re-
warding role, to grow as a person, 
to contribute and to feel an integral 
part of the whole.”

 Andover Softball will lose six se-
niors this year including Bergeron, 
Maddie Comer ’16, Mirada Nestor 
’16, Jeanine Moreau ’16, and 
Post-Graduates Jacquie Diffley ’16 

and Erin Gallo ’16.
 The team’s success can be at-

tributed to the inclusive, energetic, 
and close-knit dynamic of the unit. 

 Drench said, “I think [the sea-
son has] been characterized by the 
enthusiasm and dedication of the 
Co-Captains, and a certain swag-
ger on the field. They are a com-
petitive bunch, more vocal in the 
dugout during games than in most 
past seasons, and have worked at 
becoming an inclusive team.” 

 Hillary Dole ’17, a new Upper, 

said, “My favorite part of the sea-
son is the team. We have a lot of fun 
together on and off the field.”

 Bergeron said, “We have 21 
voices who are cheering and sup-
porting each other. It seems that 
when we are on offense and one 
person gets a hit, then another per-
son gets a hit and we have a lot of 
rallies with two outs, and we go 
through a bunch of people.”

 In addition to the team dynam-
ic, Andover’s success spawned 
from its potent offense. As of the 
twelfth game, Andover had out-
scored its opponents 113-46.

 “The experienced and older 
players have definitely contributed 
to the overall play of the team,” said 
Haghdan. “They coach their team-
mates and lead by example.”

 Dole said, “Our offensive abil-
ity to string together hits at im-
portant moments in the game has 
been the most important aspect of 
our success. Our biggest strength 
is the depth in our hitting lineup. 
Every person has contributed to 
our offense, allowing us to gain mo-
mentum and overpower opposing 
teams.”

 Heading into next year, Ando-
ver is hoping to repeat the success 
it reached this season. 

ISABELLE BECKWITH
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Andover Follows Championship Victory with Win Over Exeter

Andover Baseball cruised its 
way to an 18-3 record in its quest 
for its tenth Central New England 
Prep School Baseball League 
(Cnepsbl) title this season. Win-
ning the championship this year 
gave Andover its third banner in 
five years. 

 The team was benefitted this 
year by a strong core of new ath-
letes, most notably the three 
Post-Graduates (PGs): pitching ace 
Matt Wesoloski ’16, Boston College 
commit Nick Latham ’16, and po-
tential MLB draftee Richie Ciufo 
’16. Each of the three contributed to 
a different part of Andover’s game. 
Wesolowski led a young pitching 
rotation, Latham was one of many 
powerful bats in the Andover line-
up, and Ciufo held down the de-
fense from the middle infield.

 With Wesoloski at the helm, 
Andover’s pitching staff led the 
team to many wins this season. 
As a group, the pitching rotation 
marked an earned run average of 
1.5. Andover pitchers notched an 
average of six strikeouts per game, 
putting down approximately one 
in five batters on strikes. Wesoloski 
himself boasted equally impressive 
numbers, with a 2-1 record over 
two starts this season and getting 
three saves in as many opportuni-
ties.

Graber said, “Wesoloski is a 

frontline starting pitcher. He’s 6’6”, 
220 pounds, throws hard. He’s in-
timidating. He’s a true front of the 
rotation arm.” 

Another stellar pitcher for An-
dover this season was Robby Cerul-
le ’17. Cerulle, an Upper, led the ro-
tation in games started and innings 
pitched, as well as not allowing a 
single earned run all season. With 
an opposing batting average of .169, 
Cerulle was almost impossible to 
hit.

 Co-Captain Payton Jancsy ’16 
said, “[Robby] comes every day to 
practice, works hard, and com-
petes, and I think that’s made all 
the difference. KG’s a great pitch-
ing coach, and he tells our pitchers 
how to put us in positions to win, 
and that’s what our pitchers have 
been doing.”

 Andover’s pitching staff also 
showed promise with three tal-
ented lowers. Anthony Redfern 
’18, Travis Lane ’18, and Sam Con-
te ’18 all proved their worth on 
the mound this season. Redfern 
showed astounding command and 
efficiency this season, putting out 
55 percent of batters faced on three 
pitches or less. Lane mowed bat-
ters down at will, leading the team 
in strikeouts. Conte had an oppos-
ing batting average of .143, the low-
est on the team.

 With support from the strong 
rotation, Latham and the Andover 
offense regularly put up strong of-

fensive numbers. With solid small 
ball hitting throughout the lineup, 
the team averaged a whopping sev-
en runs per game. Although Taylor 
Beckett ’17 was the only batter to 
hit a homerun this season, which 
he did against Cushing, the batters 
accumulated singles and doubles at 
a fantastic rate. As a team, Andover 
had a batting average of .316 and an 
on base percentage of .426. Latham 
led the charge in Andover’s lineup. 
The PG was in the team’s top three 
in all major offensive stats, includ-
ing 16 hits, a .400 average, and a 
1.079 on base percentage plus slug-
ging percentage.

Another keystone to Andover’s 
offense was Becket. The veteran 
led the team in doubles with five, 
RBIs with 13, and slugging percent-
age with .556.

 The two brothers, Co-Captain 
John Simourian ’16 and Joe Si-
mourian ’18, both made their pres-
ences known in the lineup. At the 
cleanup spot, John led the team in 
hits with 20 and had a team high 
batting average of .455. As a lead-
off hitter, Joe’s patience in the box 
wore down opposing pitchers. He 
led the team with 11 walks,and his 
ability to get on base made him in-
dispensable at the top of the order.

 Capping off Andover’s offensive 
core was Richie Ciufo. Like Joe Si-
mourian, he was a consistent hitter 
towards the top of the lineup. On 
the season, the Brown University 

commit drew 11 walks and has ten 
RBIs. Even more impressive than 
Ciufo’s offensive presence was his 
ability in the field. The middle in-
fielder turned four double plays 
and is yet to make an error, having 
recorded 48 putouts on as many 
attempts.

 Wesoloski said, “With the de-
fense we have behind us, any kind 
of out is good...the guys behind me 
made every single play, so it didn’t 
matter whether I struck them out 
or not, because I knew that the guys 
behind me were going to make the 
plays.”

 Andover had three more solid 
defenders with the ability to keep 
runs off the board from all around 
the diamond. Outfielder Kai Mar-
cos ’18 did not make an error the 
entire season. Manning the right 
side of the infield were two veteran 

seniors. First Baseman Jancsy and 
Second Baseman Matt Whalen ’16, 
who have both been on the team 
for three years, showed incredible 
leadership.

Andover only had three losses 
this season. One was against school 
rival Phillips Exeter Academy, the 
other two of which came at the 
hands of reigning Cnepsbl champi-
ons Worcester. 

Graber said, “Worcester’s a re-
ally good team. We played them 
in the championship game last 
year. We’ve had a lot of battles with 
Worcester over the years. Up until 
the championship game last year, 
we’ve come out on top almost 100 
percent of the time. We feel good 
about how we match up against 
Worcester, and we feel confident 
that we’re going to see them again 
in the postseason.”

LEO BROTHER
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Young Players Bolster Roster

After graduating 11 Se-
niors and Post-Graduates 
(PG) in one of its most 
successful seasons in the 
team’s history, Andover 
Boys Lacrosse, newly in-
fused with young talent, 
entered the 2016-2017 sea-
son looking to produce a 
similar brand of play de-
spite its lack of experience. 
It concluded the season 
with a 4-10.

 In an email to The Phil-
lipian, Head Coach Stephen 
Moreland wrote, “There 
are pros and cons to having 
such a young group. The 
benefit is that many boys 
are seeing significant play-
ing time much sooner than 
they would have if we had a 
more seasoned squad.”

With such a young team, 
Andover relied on the lead-
ership of its PG Co-Cap-
tains Nick Ellerton ’16 and 
Myles Romm ’16. 

“I cannot say enough 
good things about the lead-
ership our captains Nick 
Ellerton and Myles Romm 

have provided. They have 
been tremendous,” said 
Coach Moreland.

 Many young players 
also stepped up to ensure 
the team’s success. 

 “Our goal for the season 
was to be the very best team 
we could be. We have a lot 
of new guys on the team, 
which held us back a little 
because we needed time to 
figure out how each and ev-
ery one of us plays, but I’ve 
seen a lot of improvement 
as the season has carried 
on. We’ve developed a ton 
of skill and gotten rid of 
several early problems that 
plagued us in the beginning 
of the year,” said Belluche. 

 The team came out of 
the gate strong, beating Na-
val Academy Preparatory 
School 8-7 in double over-
time.

 Romm spearheaded the 
team’s offense. Underclass-
men also played a pivotal 
role, with strong perfor-
mances by Andrew Anto-
nucci ’18, Cormac Zachar 
’18, Reed Findlay ’18, Rudd 
Fawcett ’18, Conor Zachar 
’19, and Nick Bevacqua ’19.

 On defense, Ellerton, 
Eugene Yoon ’18, Larson 
Tolo ’18, and Belluche 
played crucial roles this 
year.  

With only five players in 
the starting lineup graduat-
ing next year, the future is 
promising for the team.

 “Our future looks really 
bright. Many of the current 
contributors will be with 
us a few more years and we 
are adding some talented 
newcomers next fall,” said 
Coach Moreland. 

 This season, the team 
has greatly matured and has 
learned to play smarter and 
more efficiently on both 
sides of the ball. The season 
had its ups and downs, but 
Andover eventually able to 
find its groove.

Ellerton said, “I think 
the team improved most 
from a maturity standpoint 
in how we played the game. 
Overall very proud of the 
effort each and every play-
er on the team brought this 
year and can’t thank them 
enough for such a phenom-
enal year.”

BOYSLACROSSE

NICK SCHOELLER

Girls Grind Through Rebuilding Year

Andover Girls Lacrosse 
finished its 2016 season with 
a record of 6-8. The team re-
covered from a rocky start to 
the season with strong per-
formances, highlighted by 
two double-overtime wins 
against Tabor and Milton, 
with scores of 10-9 and 12-11, 
respectively.

 “This year we won two 
games in a row in overtime 
against Tabor and Milton, 
which was very exciting,” 
said Ashley Tucker ’18, a 
midfielder. “It also meant a 
lot because last year we lost 
several games by one or in 
overtime, so it was nice to be 
on the other side of that and 
get a couple of hard fought, 
close wins.”

Head Coach Kate Dolan 
wrote in an email to The Phil-
lipian, “At different points in 
time, different players, dif-
ferent aspects of our game 
have really come together 
and enabled the team to tru-
ly play ‘like it can.’ Against 

Tabor our defense was ex-
cellent, our offense was bal-
anced and each and every 
player put her best effort into 
the supporting the team and 
it made a huge difference in 
the outcome. Defeating Ta-
bor in double overtime was a 
tribute to the grit and perse-
verance of the entire team.” 

Resilience and unity 
drove the team, especially 
after it suffered two early 
18-0 and 13-5 losses to Noble 
and Greenough and Deer-
field, respectively. Despite 
its difficult start, Andover 
bounced back with a hard 
fought 9-8 win against Pin-
gree. Beth Krikorian ’17 had 
a hat trick, while Tucker and 
Ananda Kao ’18 each scored 
two goals. Midfielders Olivia 
LaMarche ’16 and Katherine 
McIntire ’19 each scored one 
goal.

 Co-Captain Kelly Mc-
Carthy ’16 said, “The high-
light of this season for me 
has been seeing how far we 
have come since our very 
first loss against Nobles. It 
would have been easy to sulk 

and give up after an 18-0 loss 
at our home opener, but we 
rallied around each other 
and decided to get better ev-
ery day.” 

 Of the 22 players on the 
team, six will graduate, in-
cluding attackers McCar-
thy, McNamara-Bordewick, 
and Susie Pratt ’16, as well 
as midfielder LaMarche, 
Co-Captain and defender 
Claire Kister ’16, and goalie 
Golini. 

Andover will return 16 
players next year – four Ju-
niors, four Lowers, and eight 
Uppers.

“This team is a great 
bunch of girls to coach – 
Coach Fenton, Coach Wall 
and I could not be more 
proud of these girls and 
how they carry themselves 
as competitors and stu-
dent-athletes – they are 
wonderfully kind and con-
siderate, and as coaches, we 
love working with they day 
in, day out – they are great,” 
said Coach Dolan.

GIRLSLACROSSE

JENNIFER LEE

COURTESY OF PHILLIPS ACADEMY
Colby Bere ’18 batted in the top half of Andover’s lineup this season.

COURTESY OF PHILLIPS ACADEMY
Taylor Beckett ’17 plays third base for Andover.

J.WOLFE/THE PHILLIPIAN
Colton Fahey ’19 was one of 13 underclassmen on the team.

COURTESY OF PHILLIPS ACADEMY
Katherine McIntire ’19 plays midfield for Andover.

SPRING Sports
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Boys Led by Young Talent

Despite entering the 
season with only six re-
turning players on the 
team, Co-Captains Evan 
Park ’18 and Austin Tuan 
’17 led Andover Boys Vol-
leyball through a strong 
rebuilding season, finish-
ing with a final regular 
season record of 4-5.

Andover started the 
season strong with two 
wins against Choate 
and Wilbraham & Mon-
son. Andover’s third and 
fourth games ended in 
two losses to Phillips Ex-
eter Academy and North-
field Mount Hermon. 
These teams formed the 
bulk of Andover’s op-
ponents throughout the 
season, and each rematch 
produced identical out-
comes.

Tuan and Park formed 
a strong core for Andover, 
anchoring the team’s per-
formances and leading 
the more inexperienced 
players.

Tuan wrote in an email 
to The Phillipian, “As our 
setter, Evan is, of course, 
crucial to our team and 
the quality of our play. 
As a captain, he’s always 
pumping us up, congrat-
ulating us for good plays, 
and keeping our morale 
and energy up.”

Jackson Lee ’17 said, 
“Austin is just an ex-
tremely high intensity 
person all around. Rather 
than being the boss tell-
ing everyone what to do, 
he was a little more like a 
tutor or a personal train-
er. He’d give you advice 
on a player-to-player lev-
el, rather than as a strong 
authority.”

 Head Coach Clyfe 
Beckwith helped Ando-
ver’s younger players 

improve throughout the 
season.

Tuan said, “Clyfe has 
done an amazing job 
bringing together and 
training a team that not 
only is very young, but 
very new to the sport. 
Clyfe has found a way to 
help us continue to im-
prove our skills while 
providing solid foun-
dational knowledge to 
those who haven’t played 
before.”

Next year, Andover 
will be losing three Se-
niors, Post-Graduate 
James Antoine ’16, Ro-
berto Rabines ’16, and 

Noah Wintman ’16. An-
dover’s newcomers, how-
ever, will form a strong 
base for the team next 
year, with Tuan and Park 
remaining captains.

Park said, “Many of our 
young players are playing 
volleyball for the first 
year. With another year 
of experience we will be 
a very good team.”

With 11 returners next 
year, Andover hopes for 
success next season.

Lee said, “Going into 
next year, I want to win. 
I know we have it in us, 
and [our] focus is going 
to be winning games.”

REUBEN PHILIP

BOYSVOLLEYBALL

Boys Undergo Late Season Surge

Coming off of a disap-
pointing, injury-plagued 
2014-2015 season, Andover 
Boys Tennis looked to re-
turn to the winning ways of 
the 2012-2013 and 2013-2014 
seasons in which it captured 
back-to-back New England 
Preparatory School Athlet-
ic Council (Nepsac) Class A 
Championships. The team 
began this season in a bit of 
a slump, but progressed to 
capture wins against most of 
its competition, including a 
5-2 victory over Phillips Ex-
eter Academy. Andover fin-
ished the year with a record 
of 10-2.

With multiple players 
out due to injury, Ando-
ver started the season with 
two early losses to BB&N 
and Taft. The team quickly 
learned from its mistakes 
and excelled for the rest of 
the season, boasting a nine-
game win streak to close out 
the year.

Captain Chris Kralik ’16 
said, “I couldn’t be happi-
er with how well we per-
formed. Definitely much 
better than the start when 
we lost our first two games, 
and we’ve made a really nice 
bounce back into things. “

One of the highlights of 
Andover’s season was its 
doubles prowess. In its first 
eight games, Andover only 
lost one doubles point. The 
team excelled in this criti-
cal aspect of tennis, and the 
momentum gained by the 
doubles matches helped An-
dover win many games.

A highlight of the season 
was Andover’s win over 
Roxbury Latin. As the most 
challenging team Andover 
had to face, nearly every 
doubles and singles match 
was close. Andover secured 
a 6-1 victory.

“Roxbury Latin was one 

of the big teams that could 
have stopped our win streak. 
They had a really good first 
singles who was a four-star, 
so he was really good. And 
for the team it was tough 
to beat them, but we were 
eventually able to win with 
each of us having pretty 
close matches,” said Den-
holm.

After returning with only 
four players from the pre-
vious season, Andover had 
to recruit two fantastic ath-
letes. The two new tennis 
players, Anupreeth Cora-
mutla ’17 and Brian Niguid-
ula ’17, both excelled on the 
team, playing first and sec-
ond seeds, respectively.

Andover’s fantastic team 
spirit also transformed Co-
ramutla, who came to Ando-
ver as an experienced tennis 
player yet still managed to 
progress throughout the 
season.

Coramutla wrote in an 
email to The Phillipian, “I 
believe my game changed a 
lot since the start of the sea-
son. Playing with the team 
has helped me improve my 
game for the better. Every-

day, I got the chance to hit 
with some great teammates 
who encouraged me to use 
practice to work on my 
game. Throughout the sea-
son, Chris Kralik and Chase 
Denholm had both told me 
to play more aggressive be-
cause I play better when I 
attack. Without the help of 
my team, I think I wouldn’t 
be where I am today.”

Although Andover is 
graduating two of its seniors, 
the team remains hopeful 
about next season.

Kralik said, “I definitely 
feel very confident that our 
team is in great hands. We 
have some terrific uppers 
right now on the team who 
are very strong tennis wise 
skill level as well as being 
leaders on the team. Even 
now they are demonstrating 
their leadership abilities to 
the younger kids and to each 
other as well.

With four returners and 
an incoming Junior four-
star recruit, Andover will be 
looking to outperform this 
season’s strong return to 
form next year.

ANJUNAE CHANDRAN

BOYSTENNIS

Andover Caps Off Successful Season with Win over Acton-Boxboro

After finishing the 2014-2015 
season with a record of 12-4, 
Andover Ultimate matched the 
consistency of its previous sea-
son by ending its 2015-2016 sea-
son with a successful record of 
11-5.

Comprised of many seniors 
including Co-Captain Darian 
Bhathena ’16, Terrence Xiao 
’16, Duschia Bodet ’16, Kastan 
Day ’16, Kieto Mahaniah ’16, and 
Bennett Michaels ’16, the team 
relied heavily on the leadership 
of its veteran players. The un-
derclassmen, however, proved 
to be just as talented as the grad-
uating class.

A new addition to the team, 
Cam Williams ’18 scored the 
winning point in an intense 
match against Lincoln Sudbury. 
With the score tied at 9-9, Ad-
itya Krishnamachar ’17 threw 
a deep disk into the opposing 
team’s end-zone. Williams spot-
ted the throw and laid out for 
the disk, allowing Andover to 
take the 10-9 win.

 Co-Captain James Wolfe 
’17 played a key-role in making 
this season successful. As well 

as being extremely athletic and 
reaching impressive heights 
with his jumps, Wolfe worked 
with Bhathena in order to create 
a positive and welcoming atmo-
sphere for the team.

 Bhathena said, “Blue Steel is 
a family, more so than any other 
team I’ve ever been a part of. No 
matter how frustrating a par-
ticular practice or game might 
get, no matter how hard we may 

push each other, we always re-
member that we are playing our 
best and working our hardest 
for each other.”

 Another highlight of Ando-
ver’s season was its game against 

Cape Elizabeth High School. 
Andover blew out its opponents 
by 11 points for a 13-2 victory.

 “In this game everything 
worked smoothly, our reset cuts 
were decisive and our downfield 
cuts were well timed. When we 
have the flow, Ultimate is surre-
al,” said Reuben Philip ’18.

One of Andover’s toughest 
games was its 7-11 loss to Lex-
ington High School in the An-
dover Invitational at Greater 
Lawrence Tech.

 After ten days of arduous 
training, Andover redeemed 
itself when it faced Lexington 
again. The team displayed im-
mense hustle and focus, ending 
the game with a satisfying 15-12 
win.

 Next year, Andover will 
graduate six Seniors. Under the 
leadership of Wolfe, the team 
hopes to reach similar heights 
as this year.

Bhathena said, “Knowing this 
is my last year playing with Blue 
Steel is a huge source of nostal-
gia for me. Every year I’ve been 
incredibly sad to see the seniors 
on the team go, and this year it’s 
my turn – that’s a little hard to 
believe.”

ANDY KIM

ULTIMATE

Andover Improves from Losing Record to Playoff Stint

Following last year’s rebuild-
ing season, Andover Girls Water 
Polo spent this season improving 
and developing its core of players. 
The team ended with a strong fi-
nal record of 8-6, and qualified 
for the playoffs for the New En-
gland Preparatory School Athletic 
Council (Nepsac) Championships 
playoffs.

Andover focused this season 
on improving from the previous 
season’s unsatisfying 3-8 final re-
cord. To reach this goal, Co-Cap-
tains Sasha Newton ’16 and Alexa 
Rodriguez Pagano ’16 began An-
dover Girls Water Polo’s season 
focusing on the team dynamic, as 
well as striving for all team mem-
bers to improve their abilities.

Rodriguez Pagano said, “Our 
team has improved so much this 

year and it has been so awesome 
to see them grow as players and 
as leaders on the team. This sea-
son we have fostered a close-knit 
team dynamic that has helped us 
to maintain high spirits and high 
intensity throughout the season.”

Newton said, “I have loved see-
ing us all grow as a team. A lot of 
girls who were previously begin-
ners have grown exponentially 
as polo players and I have loved 
seeing how they continue to im-
prove.”

The team credits Newton and 
Rodriguez Pagano for helping 
create the strong relationship 
between all of its team members 
through team-bonding activities 
such as nightly team dinners and 
a general positive atmosphere.

Jess Gearan ’18, a two-year 
member of the team, said, “After 
practice every single night, our 
team always has a team dinner. 
This is definitely one of my favor-
ite traditions because I am able to 
catch up with all of my teammates 
and build stronger relationships 
with them.”

“Looking back, our team has 
really improved since the begin-
ning of the season. There is better 
communication and teamwork 
and more people are comfortable 

playing in the games. There is al-
ways a positive atmosphere on 
deck and everyone motivates each 
other. We put in a lot of work in 
each practice and it really shows 
in each game,” said Allyson Ty ’18.

One of the highlights of Ando-
ver’s season was a narrow 11-10 
overtime victory over Deerfield. 
During the match, there was a 
sense of teamwork and unity 
amongst the starters. 

Morgan Rooney ’17 said, “My 
favorite memory of the year was 
definitely the Deerfield game go-
ing into overtime. Just being in 
the pool with that electricity was 
amazing and it really showed how 
much we loved each other and 
wanted to win for each other.”

“The game against Deerfield 
was probably one of my favorite 
games during the season. The 
team did so well, and we really ex-
celled on our heavy-press defense 
to beat Deerfield in overtime by 
one point. I am so proud of this 
team and all we have accom-
plished this season,” said new-
comer Sarah Choi ’18.

Over the course of the season, 
Andover drastically improved its 
defensive strategies, especially its 
heavy-press and its communica-
tion amongst team members.

“The big thing this team has 
done so well is their defense,” 
wrote Head Coach Dan O’Shea 
in an email to The Phillipian. “We 
run a very aggressive press de-
fense. We look to steal the ball 
early and often, and really do a 
great job talking with each oth-
er. From day one I really felt that 
improving our defense was going 
to be key to our success this year, 
and it has really paid off.”

The team also focused on re-
maining safe in matches, meaning 
making quick plays with the ball, 
creating turnovers, and protect-
ing the ball.

“The second thing that we 
tried to do was improve our abil-
ity to move the ball down the pool 
quickly. We worked on turning 
defenders, how to make safe pass-
es, and how to absorb pressure 
to protect the ball. We still have 
some work to do on that front, but 
the girls have been working ex-
ceptionally hard at trying to make 
it happen, and with each game 
I see more and more improve-
ment,” added O’Shea.

The team hopes that next year 
the younger players will solidify 
the future of Andover Girls Water 
Polo.

JULIETTE FARMER

GIRLSWATERPOLO

COURTESY OF PHILLIPS ACADEMY
Jackson Lee ’17 was a newcomer this year.

COURTESY OF PHILLIPS ACADEMY
Aditya Krishnamachar ’17 played a crucial role in Andover’s offense this year.

J.WOLFE/THE PHILLIPIAN
Co-Captain Sasha Newton ’16 was the heart of the team’s offense.

COURTESY OF PHILLIPS ACADEMY
Tyler Shen ’17 is a three year member of  Boys Tennis.
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All Boats Qualify for Neiras Grand Finals

Despite graduating all but 
three members of the first boat 
from last season, Andover Girls 
Crew boats GI, G2, and G3 fin-
ished strong in the qualifying 
heat of the New England Inter-
scholastic Rowing Champion-
ships (Neiras) to advance to the 
Grand Finals. G1 placed fifth 
place out of 18, and G2 and G3 
came in fourth.

With the new addition of 

strong rowers on each boat, 
Andover’s depth set it apart 
from other schools throughout 
the season. Andover focused 
on building close relationships 
throughout the large team.

Co-Captain Vienna Kuhn 
’16 said, “The team dynamic 
has been great this season. We 
have a pretty young team and 
so everyone has stepped up in 
unique ways to mentor those 
that are younger, whether in 
age or in experience.”

Sofie Brown ’18 said, “The 
team dynamic has been very 
fun loving this year. Andover 
usually has a very deep pro-
gram and this year is no excep-
tion. The lower boats are super 
strong and work really hard 
which means they are usually 
race very well.”

Co-Captain Fiona Yonk-
man ’16 and Kuhn stepped into 
prominent leadership roles and 
worked hard to create a wel-
coming and inclusive environ-

ment for the team.
“The overall team dynamic 

this year has been really good 
because our captains, Vienna 
and Fiona, have encouraged 
a good relationship between 
the lower boats and the varsity 
boats,” said Molly Katarincic 
’18.

Evelyn Mesler ’17 said, “The 
captains do a great job of mak-
ing everyone feel comfortable 
with each other, and their pos-
itivity sets a great example for 

the rest of the team.”
After suffering a loss to Kent 

in its first race of the season, 
Andover focused on one aspect 
of its race each day following in 
order to improve as a team. This 
tactic proved to be successful, 
as all of Andover’s varsity boats 
won the next two races.

“This season, we really 
reached our goals by having re-
ally focused practices,” said Ka-
tarincic. “Everyday had a goal, 
and each stroke we took we fo-
cused on that particular goal.”

Mesler said, “During each 
practice coach will ask us to fo-
cus on one or two components 
of the stroke, and this year I’ve 
been focusing on taking his 
advice and implementing it 
through every practice and ev-
ery piece.”

“This season, I’ve definitely 
been trying to be as physically 
strong and effective in the boat 
as I can be. I’ve worked a lot on 
fitness before the season and 
during the season to improve 
both my strength and endur-
ance,” continued Mesler.

Andover will graduate 12 se-
niors this year, including three 
from G1, and two on G2.

 

ANANDA KAO

GIRLSCREW

Depth of Team Leads to Success, B2 Qualifies for Grand Finals

Despite losing nearly two 
boats of Seniors after the 2014-
2015 season, Andover Boys 
Crew rallied this year to pro-
duce a promising and success-
ful season. In the qualifying 
heat of the New England In-
terscholastic Rowing Associ-
ation (Neira) Championships, 
B2 placed fourth out of 18 to 
advance to the Grand Finals, 
though B1 and B3 fell just short 
of qualifying.

Once the season started, An-
dover quickly managed to over-
come the challenge of losing its 
strong core of Seniors. Its new-
er members soon adapted to the 
rigor of the program and to the 
team dynamic, contributing to 
the depth of Andover’s roster.

Co-Captain Gabe Blanchard 
’16, who rows on B1, said, 
“Coming into this year with a 
great class having left, we were 
really looking to define the 
league in terms of speed with 
a core group of guys from last 
year who had gained a lot of ex-
perience over the summer and 
fall and pick up where we left 
off in terms of speed.”

Co-Captain Nick Faulkner 
’16, another B1 rower, added, 
“I think that this year I’ve just 
started to realize how import-

ant everyone on the team is. 
Last year we lost five seniors 
from our first boat, and yet 
we’re still very successful this 
season, and I think that’s a tes-
tament to our depth.”

As the season progressed, 
Andover was even able to use 
its handicap as a motivator to 
push its racing ability to new 
heights. 

Bennett Slibeck ’17, a mem-
ber of B2, said, “I think our 
biggest advantage may be our 
recognition that we are not the 
strongest crew on the water, 
and that we have to have the 
skill to make up for that. Addi-
tionally, the coaches have been 
pushing us this year to ‘win ev-
ery stroke by an inch,’ which 
has helped shape our mentality 
within races and in practice. I 
think the effort is still the most 
commendable improvement we 
have made this season, with us 
now being able to push our-
selves beyond what we had 
thought was possible.”

These efforts resulted in a 
number of impressive wins for 
all three of Andover’s top boats. 
Both B1 and B2 clinched first 
place against Boston College 
High and Hingham earlier in 
the season, while B3 secured a 
first place victory against NMH 
and Salisbury. In the team’s last 

regular season race before the 
Neira Championships, both B2 
and B3 secured second-place 
finishes against Tabor and Phil-
lips Exeter Academy.

The team was able to find 
success because of hard, gruel-
ing work at practice, as well as 
strong team camaraderie.

“Focus in practice and a lot 
of commitment to each and 
every stroke [were key],” said 
Driscoll. “As a boat, we need-
ed to move together, everyone 
needed to take the same stroke, 

and so by pushing ourselves 
to the limit a number of times 
every week not only physically 
but mentally we were able to 
find the stroke we needed. A 
lot of it was practice and hard 
work six days a week, and mak-
ing sure not only to throw mus-
cle at the work but also take an 
effective stroke.”

Andover will graduate 12 Se-
niors next year, including ten 
on B1 and B2. 

Reflecting on his Andover 
Crew experience, Blanchard 

said, “The amount of pride and 
respect I have for every person 
in the boat right now is absurd. 
The courage each person brings 
to every practice and every race 
makes me proud to be among 
them, and their determination 
to improve has been an inspi-
ration throughout the season. I 
don’t think I could pick a better 
group of rowers or guys, to rep-
resent this school every time 
we show up to the line, no mat-
ter whether that’s at our boat-
house or across the ocean.”

STAFF REPORT

BOYSCREW

COURTESY OF ANDOVER CREW
Heading into the season, Andover had three returners on G1.

COURTESY OF ANDOVER CREW
B2 races down the Merrimack River.

GOLF

Seniors Bolster Strong Lineup

Andover Golf exceed-
ed expectation in its 2016 
season, finishing with a 
regular season record of 
9-4-1. After losing seven 
Seniors last year, includ-
ing three of the team’s top 
four players, Andover’s 
younger group was forced 
to step up the task. 

 Led by Co-Captains 
Peter Hahn ’16 and Pranav 
Tadikonda ’16, and guid-
ed by Co-Head Coaches 
Brian Faulk ’00 and Chris 
Odden, the team lost to 
only two schools all sea-
son - Phillips Exeter Acad-
emy and BB&N. Three of 
its four losses came at the 
hands of Exeter.

 The 7.5-4.5 victory over 
Belmont Hill served as one 

of the team’s most memo-
rable moments this sea-
son. After having tied last 
year, each team member 
came out firing on all cyl-
inders to help defeat the 
powerful team.

The team was unable to 
claim the Lovell and With-
erspoon Cups over rival 
Phillips Exeter Academy 
and Governor’s, and it fin-
ished fourth out of eight 
in the Andover Invitation-
al, which hosted seven 
schools at the prestigious 
Newport Country Club.

 A pleasant surprise for 
the team was the stellar 
and consistent play of its 
newcomers.

 Tadikonda said, “We 
had a bunch of golfers 
step up at various points 
in the year, whether it 
was newcomers like John 
Witt [’18], Chelsea Liu 
[’16] and Harry Choi [’19], 
or whether it was return-
ing veterans like Orlando 
Figus [’16], Ryan Simard 
[’16], and my Co-Captain 
Peter Hahn.”

 Witt provided steady 
and reliable production at 
the four seed. His high-
light came in the form of 
a 76 in match play against 
Exeter.

“My first year on the 
golf team far exceeded my 
expectations,” said Witt. 
“I have had so much fun 
playing nine holes every-
day and also getting com-
petitive in our matches. 
Even the away matches 
and long road trips were 
really fun because of the 
great people on the team 
and the fun courses that 
we got to play. It is sad that 
a lot of the team will be 
leaving this year because 
the group of people was 

really awesome.”
The team has elected 

first seed Alexa Tsay ’17 to 
captain the team next year. 
Tsay has excelled near the 
top of Andover’s lineup 
since her junior year.

Andover will look to 
continue its success next 
year, but the team will 
struggle to replace its se-
niors. It will graduate Al-
ice Ahn ’16, Cam Kerry 
’16, David Todd ’16, Figus, 
Hahn, Liu, Simard, Stah-
ley, and Tadikonda.

 Tsay said, “Next year 
we are losing the majority 
of our lineup – 9 out of 16 
in total and about six out 
of eight on varsity – so it 
will definitely be a year 
of regrowth next year. We 
have John Witt and Har-
ry Choi, who have already 
stepped up in many varsity 
matches this year and will 
only continue to do so next 
year. They’re both young 
and have a lot of potential, 
so I’m excited to see them 
continue to improve.”

 While many members 
will be leaving after this 
season, the tight bond is 
what makes Andover Golf 
a special team.

 “I’ve loved every mo-
ment of my time on the 
golf team, and spending 
my senior year as captain 
has been a special experi-
ence,” said Hahn. “I’ll look 
back on this season and 
dwell on the friendships 
I’ve made or strengthened 
out on the course. While 
we’ve had a successful 
season from a wins-loss-
es perspective, I’m going 
to remember this team as 
a collection of awesome 
people who also happened 
to be very good at golf.”

NITHISH KALPAT

CYCLING

Co-Captains Oversee Strong Season

Buoyed by a strong mix 
of returners and newcom-
ers, Andover Cycling re-
corded a successful season 
marked by numerous high 
finishes throughout its 
races.

The two Co-Captains, 
David Shamritsky ’17 and 
Meg Davis ’17, led Andover 
both on and off the circuit 
throughout the season. 
They strived to build a 
family atmosphere for the 
entire team.

Vish Dhar ’19 said, “The 
captains have been great 
motivators and teammates. 
Whether it’s helping us 
push ourselves in practice 
or cheering us on from the 
sidelines of a race, they are 
always there for support 
and encouragement.”

Head Coach Thayer 
Zaeder ’83 was also crucial 
to Andover’s success.

Shamritsky wrote in 
an email to The Phillipian, 
“Coach Zaeder is the coach 
who manages all of the lo-
gistics of the team (main-
taining bikes, safety) and 
the team would not func-
tion without him. A lot of 
the training plans are done 
by those coaches with for-
mal racing experience, but 
Mr. Zaeder keeps the team 
running. He dedicates his 
whole spring to the sport, 
and spends Wednesdays 
from 1:00 to 8:00 p.m. at 
races. I don’t know if I can 
thank Mr. Zaeder enough 
for all that he does for the 
team, and all the hours that 
he spends with us.”

Last year, Andover 
graduated six Seniors from 
the cycling team, but this 
year Andover will gradu-
ate only one senior. This 

year, Andover had a rela-
tively young team, com-
posed of mostly Lowers 
and Juniors. The only Se-
nior, Gardner Wilson ’16, 
has been on the team for 
all four years.

Wilson said, “The thing 
that I will miss the most 
about the cycling team 
will be the atmosphere. 
Throughout my four years 
on the team, the people 
have been the part that 
makes it worthwhile. Ev-
eryone that I have been 
on the team with has been 
someone who I’ve devel-
oped a friendship with, 
and although I missed 
out on my last season due 
to injury, I am still good 
friends with many of the 
members.”

There are four rising 
Uppers on the team, Jessi-
ca Wang ’18, Isaac Newell 
’18, Elizabeth Holubiak ’18 

and Marieta Rojas ’18, who 
have shown immense po-
tential for the future.

Shamritsky said, “Jess 
has matured a lot since 
the last season, and is only 
beginning to tap into her 
potential. Her current po-
sition of first overall in 
Girls A is only a preview 
of what she’ll be able to 
accomplish in the next two 
years. Similarly, Isaac has 
held his own in the highly 
competitive Boys B catego-
ry, and has shown massive 
growth since last season.”

At the Profile School 
Road Race, Shamritsky 
placed fifth in Boys B. In 
addition, Wang came in 
fourth in Girls A, and Hol-
ubiak placed third in Girls 
C. 

The team had a power-
ful season and looks for-
ward to next spring. 

YUJI CHAN

COURTESY OF PHILLIPS ACADEMY 
Meg Davis ’17 is a Co-Captain of Andover Cycling.

H.AVERY/THE PHILLIPIAN 

David Todd ’16 played golf 
for four years.
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BOYSTRACK&FIELD

Javelin Unit Stars in Strong Year

Andover Boys Track & Field 
improved drastically over the 
course of the 2015-2016 season, 
receiving key support from mul-
tiple athletes across many events. 
After falling to a disappointing 
eighth place finish at Interschols 
last season, Andover placed fifth 
out of 12 schools in the New 
England Prep School Track As-
sociation (Nepsta) Division 1 
championships at Phillips Exeter 
Academy this year. The team also 
overcame Exeter in its last meet 
of the season.

 One of Andover’s strongest 
events this season was Jave-
lin. Alex Apgar ’17, a first-year 
member of the Javelin squad, 
set a Personal Record (PR) with 
a throw of 167 feet and 7 inch-
es while competing in a meet at 
Loomis.

“I’d say the highlight of the 
season has been just the im-
mense growth that I have seen 
not only in my teammates but 
also myself,” said Apgar. “To see 
two kids, [Mike McGreal ’17] and 
I, who had never even seen a jav-

elin before this season, to see us 
excel and just push the team even 
further, just add that much more 
depth to the team was something 
really special to see. And to have 
[Ajay Menon ’17] along there, 
alongside with us, adding a factor 
of stability and a role of leader-
ship to the team, that was really 
something special for me.”

 Ralph Skinner ’16, one of An-
dover’s most consistent runners, 
said, “Week in and week out, 
Javelin has been full of surprises. 
We knew that Ajay, coming back, 
would be a really strong veteran 
as one of the top Jav throwers 
in the league, but Mike McGre-
al, Alex Apgar, and a few others 
have really stepped up to make 
that one of our strongest events. 
Overall, the throwers have prob-
ably been our most consistent 
source of points this year, with 
not only the Javelin team, but 
Noah Ward, Johnny Rex, and the 
other guys consistently throwing 
well in Shot and Disc.” 

Andover’s strongest thrower 
was Noah Ward ’17. In addition 
to shattering the previous class 
record in Discus with a throw to-
taling 167 feet and 10 inches at St. 

Paul’s School, Ward led Andover 
in points all season long.

 On the track, Andover was 
led by Skinner, who won near-
ly every race he ran this season. 
He excelled in multiple events 
throughout, including the 800-
, 1500-, and 3000-Meter races 
and was a member of Ando-
ver’s strong 4x400-Meter Relay 
teams.

  Holden Ringer ’17 achieved 
consistent first place finishes in 
both the 3000- and 1500-Meter 
races. Like many of his team-
mates, he is optimistic about the 
future of Andover Track & Field.

Even though much of Ando-
ver’s success came as a result of 
strong contributions from under-
classmen, the Senior class played 
a large role in its successful sea-
son. 

Apgar said, “Although losing 
our PGs and Seniors is going to 
be tough, we have a slew of new 
talent coming in that’s going to 
be at par, if not better, than what 
we’ve seen this year. So I’m hop-
ing this exponential growth that 
we’ve seen this year, that same 
trend will just keep climbing up 
through next year. I’m excited, 
next year, to see the return of 
Andover Track, stronger, better, 
faster. I think if we can… stay 
healthy and not lose people to 
injuries early in the season, if we 
can just keep on building, then 
we’re going to really put up some 
strong points next year in meets 
and find some overall success.”

Andover’s Captain for both 
the Indoor and Outdoor teams 
this year, Captain Andrew Wang 
’16, reminisced on Andover’s 
strong showing this season in an 
email to The Phillipian.

“No track season is ever easy 
– it never starts or ends the way 
we think it does,” said Wang. 
“Like running, to be on this team 
is to take part in a controlled fall. 
Running is what happens to the 
body when it falls and gets back 
up, again and again. In victory 
and in defeat – whether we were 
falling or getting back up – at the 
end of it, we could still say that 
we ran. We were moving forward 
the whole time.”

CEDRIC ELKOUH

Girls Start Season with Eight Game Undefeated Streak

Undefeated in its first eight 
matches, Girls Tennis had a flaw-
less start to the season.  The team 
dropped only two points across 
its first eight matches and swept 
six of those matches. Its final 
regular season record was 10-1. 

With the addition of fifth seed 
Katherine Hu ’19 and sixth seed 
Lauren Fanning ’19, the team’s 
success was credited to its depth 
and precision.  The added new-
comers allowed the team to 
play assertively throughout the 
entirety of the year and added 
strength across the lineup. 

Co-Captain and fourth seed 
Isabella Haegg ’16 said, “The 
team’s strengths have undoubt-
edly been its depth across the 
lineup. We all play at a similarly 
high level, which is pretty un-
common. All of the girls have 
had a lot of experience playing 
a lot of different players, so our 
team is also strong in being able 
to adapt to different playing 
styles while still playing aggres-
sively and decisively.”

 Led by first seed and Co-Cap-
tain Reagan Posorske ’17 and 

second seed Dariya Zhumashova 
’17, the team had a record of 8-0 
record before it suffered its first 
loss at the hands of Milton Acad-
emy 4-11. Andover put up tough 
competition for Milton, allowing 
for close scores in each match.  

Charlotte Welch ’18 said, 
“Milton is always a tough match 
to play.  We lost to them twice 
last year, once during the reg-
ular season and once at the [de 
VillaFranca] tournament. Going 
into the match, we were nervous 
since we knew it was going to 
be the most difficult match of 
the season up until that point.  I 
think our nerves really worked 
against us.  Plus, Milton is a real-
ly strong team, but we managed 
to win a few games and brought 
our score up.”

 Throughout the season, An-
dover was constantly devoted to 
improving individual technique 
as well as the team’s collective 
play. Working hard on drills 
during practice proved instru-
mental in the team’s success. 

 “I think we’ve improved stra-
tegically in doubles. Coach Gab-
bie and [Head Coach Deborah 
Chase] have us working a lot of 
doubles drills that involve poach-

ing, both players approaching 
the net, and volley drop shots, 
which have translated well into 
matches,” said Haegg. 

Andover’s decisive and tact-
ful playing earned it a clean 9-0 
sweep against rival Exeter.  As 
the highlight of the season for 
many players, the team played 
aggressively against Exeter to 
earn the dominant victory.

 The team’s chemistry forti-
fied its performance. Commu-
nication and supporting one an-
other is an integral part of Girls 
Tennis and led the girls to a suc-
cessful season.

 “No matter if I win or lose 
my match, I know that my team 
will always be there to encour-
age me and congratulate me af-
ter playing.  I think that is what 
separates us from any other team 
on campus.  Ours is a small team, 
and that plays a huge role in how 
close we’ve all become and how 
much fun we have together,” said 
Welch.  

Andover graduated Haegg 
this year.  With seven returning 
players, Andover hopes to use its 
same formula for success next 
year to seek a victory over Milton 
and an undefeated season. 

ISABELLE BICKS

Deborah Chase Oversees Nearly-Perfect Season

In her ninth year of coaching 
Andover Girls Tennis, Head Coach 
Deborah Chase led Andover to an 
impressive 10-1 record this season. 
After molding the team into a pow-
erhouse in the New England Pre-
paratory School Athletic Council 
(Nepsac) league, Chase has earned 
the title of The Phillipian’s Spring 
Coach of the Year.

Although this year’s team had 
no shortage of skill, the support-
ive atmosphere and competitive 
environment that Chase created 
was critical to the team’s success. 
Chase’s coaching philosophy relies 
on tennis being collaborative and 
constructive, so she aims to empha-
size hard work and commitment in 
each of her players.

“I see my first priority as a coach 
to be a teacher and to teach them 
how to reach their potential in a 
healthy, collaborative and fair way,” 
said Chase. “Though we are made 
up of individuals, the team must 
have a common set of core goals 
and work together to achieve them 
through focusing on the funda-
mentals of the game and on being a 
person of integrity both on and off 
the court.”

Co-Captain Reagan Posorske 
’17 said, “Coach Chase is an amaz-
ing coach because she makes us 
stronger both on and off the court 
and constantly inspires us to be our 
greatest. She is dedicated to not 
only making us a better team, but 
better people with strong minds 

and good attitudes. She motivates 
us by making us work hard and not 
cutting us any slack.”

Chase has instilled strong team 
values into her players, pushing 
them to go beyond their limits for 
their teammates.

“She is very supportive of all of 
us during practice and matches, 
encouraging us by congratulating 
our good plays and constructive-
ly critiquing the ones we need to 
work on,” said Lauren Fanning ’19. 
“Tennis is a very individual sport, 
but Ms. Chase has always been able 
to make us feel like one united team 
during practice and our matches.”

 Chase has worked hard to create 
this unity, going above and beyond 
for every single one of her players 
by talking to them individually out-
side of practice and making an ef-
fort to know her players. In a sport 
like tennis, which is just as mental 
as it is physical, the girls benefit 
greatly from Chase’s influence as 
both a coach and a companion.

Dariya Zhumashova ’17 said, “I 
love Coach Chase because she is 
extremely inclusive and thought-

ful. She caters an amazing team 
spirit and is always inspirational 
and positive. Coach Chase does not 
only support us on the court, but 
is also always there for me off the 
court. I feel like I built a strong rela-
tionship with her this year and can 
rely on her for everything starting 
from tennis to my personal life. All 
of us have our ups and downs but 
she helps us all a lot with our men-
tal preparation for matches.” 

Because she is so familiar with 
her players, Chase knows how to 
strategize wisely and encourage 
her team to play its best, even in the 
face of discouraging score lines.

Fanning said, “I think Ms. Chase 
has definitely contributed to our 
team’s success by knowing our dif-
ferent strengths and weaknesses 
and using this to make us the stron-
gest team possible. She’s very smart 
and has great tactics, always know-
ing where to place people and how 
to help them during our matches.”

“When we talk to her during our 
matches, she doesn’t just give us an 
answer on how to beat our oppo-
nents, she also tells us to reflect on 

our own game and what we think 
we should do to win. She makes us 
think critically during our matches 
which overall makes us all better 
players and stronger competitors,” 
continued Fanning.

With many years of coaching 
experience under her belt, Chase’s 
receptive and supportive approach 
sets her apart from other coaches.

Co-Captain Isabella Haegg ’16 
said, “I am so thankful that I’ve 
been on the tennis team since 
freshman year because Coach 
Chase has been a godsend. She’s 
one of the first people on campus I 
turn to when I want advice or sup-
port. She’s been like a second mom 
to me and I appreciate all of our lit-
tle conversations in the rally wagon 
or on the court – they’ve meant so 
much.”

“She has taught me to be patient 
and persistent and never give up. 
Thanks to her support, I have come 
back from being down mentally 
and physically in many matches. 
She is going to be one of the things 
I will miss most about this place,” 
continued Haegg.

JENNIFER LEE
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Dariya Zhumashova ’17 played second seed for Andover.

GIRLSTENNIS

GIRLSTRACK&FIELD

Depth Crucial to Success

In a year marked by personal 
bests and meet records, Andover 
Girls Track & Field put together an 
exceptional season highlighted by 
a stellar performance at the Hunt 
Relays at Deerfield, as well as a first 
place finish at the New England 
Prep School Track Association 
(Nepsta) Division I championships 
at Phillips Exeter Academy. The 
victory was the team’s first league 
title since 2011.

Captain Camille Little ’16 was 
a key member of Andover’s strong 
lineup. Little’s personal highlight 
of the season was breaking the 
school record for the 100-Meter 
dash, which she herself previously 
set two years ago. She also set two 
meet records at Interschols in the 
100- and 200-Meter Dashes.     
Little said, “Especially for the Se-
niors, it’s our last season for Ando-
ver and that just makes these final 
meets that much more special. We 
have been running unbelievvably 
well and I am grateful to have a 
team like this. It’s an amazing feel-
ing.”

With wins in meets all across 
the board through multiple heats, 
Andover was a team defined by its 
depth, and the girls accumulated 
points in a variety of events. 

Possibly the biggest surprise 
for Andover was the stellar per-
formance of newcomer Georgia 
Ezell ’19. Ezell was a stalwart for 
Andover and earned the respect of 
the Andover team with impressive 
times as a freshman. After enter-
ing the season not really knowing 

what to expect, she hit the ground 
running and never faded. 

“At first I was kind of scared be-
cause all of the upperclassmen had 
been a part of the team for a long 
time. I was surprised to see how 
supportive everyone was, not only 
the returning runners but also the 
other new members of the team,” 
said Ezell.

Andover will struggle to replace 
its Seniors, who have set a prece-
dent for success in the past years. 
It will graduate Little, Carmen 
Bango ’16, Angela Dolan ’16, Taryn 
Gangi ’16, Sarah Humes ’16, Gabri-
ella Johnson ’16, Peyton McGovern 
’16, Maddie Murphy ’16, Caroline 
Shipley ’16, Arzu Singh ’16, Evelyn 
Tackett ’16, Parker Tope ’16, and 
Sharon Zhang ’16.

In their time representing An-
dover Track and Field, the seniors 
have scored hundreds of points  
and competed in the Nepsta Divi-
sion I Interscholastic Champion-
ships. The graduating athletes will 
leave behind a legacy of dedication, 
camaraderie and success.

Entering next season, Andover 
will look to field a unified group 
of athletes and improve its already 
impressive performance this year. 

“The team is so amazing. I am 
going to miss running for Andover, 
but I know the team will continue 
to have success in the future. We 
have a lot of depth, and a lot of that 
can be attributed to our younger 
members and new runners. I am 
proud to be the captain of this team 
and I imagine that the team will 
continue to perform well without 
the current seniors,” said Little.

AKESH SHAH

L.LUO/THE PHILLIPIAN
Captain Camille Little ’16 broke the school record for the 100-Meter Dash.

COACH OF THE SPRING

COURTESY OF PHILIPS ACADEMY
Jax Ross ’17 ran hurdles for Andover this year.



Congratulations Nicholas! 
Love Mom, Dad and Lauren xo

Forever Blowing Bubbles

Congratulations to our charming, 
charismatic and fun Orlando!

To the class 

of 16, thank 

you for the 

laughs, the 

memories, 

and the 

legacy.
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Congratulations Ashley 
and Vienna and the
 entire Class of  2016! 

From first-year 
roommates to Cluster 
Co-Presidents, we are 
so proud of  all your 

accomplishments along 
the way.  We know you 
will go on to do great 

things at Princeton and 
Stanford and beyond. 
We love you so much.  

The Scott & Kuhn
 Families

2016, 

You did 

it! THE 

WORLD 

IS YOUR 

OYSTER!
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we’d look you up in the directory any day ;) 

regards, 
pkr, jrs, ekw 

smd, kbk, opm — 
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CONGRATULATIONS JULIA!
 WE ARE SO PROUD OF YOU
 AND LOVE YOU SO MUCH! 

 LOVE, MOM, DAD, ALEXANDRA & BAILEY

Congratulations to our beloved Claire, whose curiosity, compassion, 
and sense of adventure (and fun!) bring us happiness and pride. 

With much love,
 Mama, Dad, Willa, and Louie (Woof !)
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The best is yet to come!
Love,

Mom, Dad, Palmer, Caroline, and Riley

Congratulations Gabe!

Congratulations Bean!Congratulations, Bean!
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Ryan, we are so proud of  the Super Man you've become!  
We love you!  

~ Mom, Dad, Amanda, Kyle, and Sandy 
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CXXXVIII,
Thank you for all your guidance and support.

Love, CXXXIX
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We are so proud of you, Tevis! 
Congratulations on your Graduation!

Mom, Papa, Aleks, Supe, Lissa, Zoey, and Kai

Congratulations Kelsey!  
We are so proud of  you!  

Mom, Dad, Kaylyn & Sean 

Congratulations Class of 2016!

You’re off  to great places! Today is your day! Your 
mountain is waiting, so get on your way! ...Dr. Seuss

With all our love and best wishes, Mom, Dad, and Anya.

Congratulations, Brooke! 
We are so proud of you, Mom and Dad

The end depends on 

the beginning... 

please don’t 

forget us!
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To sweet Kasey Mariah Welch,
 

“….Love is patient, love is 
kind....It always protects, 

always trusts, always 
hopes, always perseveres….”

(1 Corinthians 13)

 
Congratulations on this

 momentous achievement!

Dad, Mom, Jack, Joe, 
Elizabeth, Charlotte
(Jessie and Tucker)

Felicitaciones Diego! 
Estamos inmensamente 

orgullosos de ti. 

Te queremos mucho,
Mami, Papi, Lukas y 

Abuela Armida

Thank you for setting the bar 
so high - we’ll try our best to 

follow
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THANK YOU
for all the guidance and 

support
Love, CXXXIX

Thanks for teaching us how to hold on...

June 5, 2016 T h e  P h i l l i p i a n FAREWELL I7



Jumaane, you have already exceeded our 
expectations and you have yet to scratch the surface. 

We love you and are so proud of you. 
~ Mom and Dad.

Dear Lauren, may these happy memories keep you company as you embark 
on the next stage of your life’s journey! We will always be here for you!

Grandpa, Grandma, Dad, Mom and Lenny
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Congratulations, 
Felipe! Keep 

wishing upon a 
star... Love, Mãe, 

Pai & Kike

Congratulations Hannah!  
 We are so very proud of you. 

Love,

Congratulations Jacqueline (“Qui”) and the Class of 2016,

Love, 
Dad, Mom & Brien
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Congratulations!  You have worked so hard to get this far. 
We are so proud of  you. Remember to always 

follow your dreams!  The future is yours. 
Love Mom and Dad
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Congratulations Noah!  
We are all so proud of you 

and all that you have achieved.

Love,
Mom, Dad, Rei, Ty, Toby and Braley!
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