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SquasherKids

Warm spring weather brought Ben Ringer ’18 to the Great Lawn for some competitive Spikeball. 
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Dedication Ceremony 
Commemorates Rebecca M. Sykes

In a moving dedication cer-
emony held in the setting sun in 
honor of Rebecca M. Sykes P’92, 
P’97, P’01, the Rebecca M. Sykes 
Wellness Center officially opened 
its doors with a gathering of fac-
ulty, students, alumni, and family 
members on Friday, May 6.

Sykes is the President at the 
Oprah Winfrey Charitable Foun-
dation and former Associate 
Head of School at Andover. Peter 
Currie ’74, P’03, President of the 
Board of Trustees, opened the 
dedication ceremony by remark-
ing on the fundraising for the 
project and the process of creat-
ing the Sykes Wellness Center.

The evening continued with 
Head of School John Palfrey of-
fering a reflection of Sykes’s time 
at Andover. Palfrey, who worked 
with Sykes during her last year 

in the community, also expressed 
his gratitude to Sykes for her 
mentorship and kind spirit to all 
of the students who came through 

Andover during her career. 

The upcoming Snyder Cen-
ter upper lobby will be named 
in honor of Steve Carter, whose 
36-year career at Andover in-
cluded several administrative 
positions, as well as roles in aca-
demics, athletics and residence. 

As Carter prepares to re-
tire at the end of the 2015-2016 
school year, Head of School 
John Palfrey and Nancy Jeton, 
the Special Assistant to the 
Head of School, have been in-
strumental in running a behind-
the-scenes fundraiser to ensure 
Carter’s legacy is preserved in 
campus life at Andover. 

“We first set a smaller goal: to 
raise a quarter of a million dol-
lars to name one of the multi-
purpose rooms in the Snyder 
Center after him. Well, every-
body that we asked to join us in 
this fundraising campaign start-
ed writing checks. This was the 
easiest fundraising I have ever 
been engaged in. People love the 
guy!” said Jeton in an interview 
with The Phillipian.

A total of 1.1 million dollars 
has been raised so far for the 
naming of the lobby in the Sny-
der Center. The upper lobby will 
feature a window overlooking 
Phelps Stadium, where Carter 
coached football for 32 years. 

Jeton said, “[Carter has] 
had such a positive impact on 
the development of the design 
of the Snyder Center that that 
seemed like a great place to 
leave his mark. Plus, this space 
in the Snyder Center happens to 
overlook the football field, and 
he coached football there for 32 
years and that is one of his great 
loves, so it kind of tied the whole 
thing up in a bow. It seemed like 
a nice thing to do for him.”

According to the Andover 
website, naming the space af-
ter Carter also recognizes his 
support for facilities projects 
throughout his time at Andover, 
and most recently, his guidance 
on the Campus Master Plan and 
Athletic Facilities Plan. 

WILL ENNIS

Dr. Alex Taylor Discusses 
Effects of Traumatic Brain 
Injuries on Student Athletes

Flipping through slides of 
brightly colored brain dia-
grams, Dr. Alex Taylor, Director 
of Neuropsychology at Boston 
Children’s Hospital Brain Injury 
Center, articulated to Andover 
students and administrators the 
impact of traumatic brain inju-
ries (T.B.I.s) on student athletes.

Taylor visited campus last 
Friday at the Rebecca M. Sykes 
Wellness Center to educate the 
Andover community about con-
cussion prevention, treatment, 
and recovery. 

“I think of a concussion as 
a perfect neuropsychological 
injury because it causes physi-
cal symptoms and emotional 
symptoms. The emotional piece 
is huge, especially in a place like 
[Andover] because there are so 
many stressors. [Therefore] the 
injury itself can change and be-

come more of a stress reaction 
to the situation the concussion 
caused,” said Taylor during his 
presentation.

As a medical consultant 
for the New England Revolu-
tion and the Boston Bruins and 
other sports teams, Taylor has 
first-hand experiences with 
both concussion prevention and 
treatment.

Taylor’s presentation was 
sponsored by the PA Sports 
Medicine Club, co-founded by 
Anjay Shah ’17, Jonathan Xue 
’17, and Rohan Lewis ’17, and 
advised by Dr. Amy Patel, Medi-
cal Director and Co-Director of 
Wellness Education.

During the opening remarks, 
Shah said, “Our goal is to help 
educate students on how to 
best take care of their bodies 
and wellness by exploring top-
ics such as injury prevention, 
nutrition, workout techniques, 
and mental health. I’m sure our 
students are very excited to dis-
cover more about [Dr. Taylor’s] 
experiences and research which 
focuses on traumatic brain inju-
ries.” 

In an email to The Phillipian, 
Taylor wrote, “I was inspired by 
the initiative Anjay Shah and 
the Phillips Academy Sports 
Medicine Club showed in seek-
ing an outside professional to 
learn more about a highly rel-
evant injury. I love talking about 
what I do.”

Taylor believes that concus-
sion prevention is particularly 
important for high school stu-
dents because head injuries can 
have substantial impacts on a 
developing brain.

JP RAMOS

Beloved Mailroom Clerk And 
Addison Security Manager

Butch Connors Passes Away

Former Andover mailroom 
clerk and Addison Gallery secu-
rity manager Anthony “Butch” 
Connors passed away on April 1, 
following an unexpected heart 
failure. He was 70.

Connors was known by family 
members and friends as someone 
who carried the Andover spirit 
of Non Sibi for much of his life, 
as he deeply cared for the safety 
of his community. Prior to work-
ing as a security manager at the 
Addison, Connors worked for 35 
years in the United States Postal 
Service.

Kathy Connors, Anthony Con-
nor’s wife, said, “He knew ev-
erything about safety when he 

worked for the postal service... 
He knew all of the OSHA [Oc-
cupational Safety and Health 
Administration] regulations, ev-
erything about safety, and that is 
why he loved working at the Ad-
dison Gallery when he first came 
in, he wanted to make sure that 
the paintings were safe, and ev-
erything was up to code.”

As the security manager from 
2007 to 2013, Connors may have 
been best known by Andover stu-
dents, visitors, and colleagues as 
the Addison guard who warmly 
greeted visitors in the foyer.  

Bob Russell, an Addison Secu-
rity Supervisor, said, “Everybody 
enjoyed working with him. He 
wanted to be out in the public be-
cause he was just a people person. 

He was so good to people and al-
ways made them feel welcomed 
and would do anything for them. 
A lot of times he would be stand-
ing right here [in the foyer] to 
greet people as they came in.”

Even after retiring, Connors 
continued to care for the Ando-
ver community.

Connors’s wife, Cathy, said, 
“He just loved everybody, he 
loved the coworkers at the Ad-
dison Gallery, and he loved meet-
ing people. He was still young at 
heart and didn’t want to just keep 
hanging around. He wanted to 
get out and meet people and do 
something.” 

Continued on A3, Column 1
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Snyder Center Lobby 
Named in Honor Of  

Steve Carter

Check Out Blueprints Of 
The New Snyder Center On 

phillipian.net 

Legacy of Educator to Continue 
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Continued on A3, Column 1

T.RYNNE/THE PHILLIPIAN

Dr. Taylor presented at the Sykes 
Wellness Center last Friday.

Two-Term U.S. Poet Laureate 
Recites Poems During Campus Visit

The lines of “Miscegenation” 
resonated throughout Kemper 
Auditorium on Friday night as 
Natasha Trethewey, a two-term 
U.S. Poet Laureate serving from 
2012 to 2014, stood before a elec-
tric audience to recite her poem 
about her family’s experience 
overcoming laws that prohibited 
interracial marriages.

“In 1965 my parents broke two 
laws of Mississippi,” read Trethe-
way from “Miscegenation.” 

“They went to Ohio to marry, 
returned to Mississippi. They 
crossed the river into Cincin-
nati, a city whose name begins 
with a sound like ‘sin,’ the sound 
of wrong – ‘mis’ in Mississippi,” 
Trethewey continued.

Tretheway’s reading was ar-

ranged by the English Depart-
ment as part of its annual visiting 
poet series supported by the San-
dra Isham Vreeland Fund, which 
was established in memory of 
Sandra Isham Vreeland ’76. The 
fund seeks to encourage creativ-
ity through poetry by allowing 
the English department to host a 
poet each year. 

Trethewey, currently the 
Robert W. Woodruff Professor 
of English and Creative Writing 
at Emory University, received 
the title of United States Poet 
Laureate after producing award-
winning collections such as “Bel-
locq’s Ophelia” in 2002, “Native 
Guard” in 2006, “Thrall” in 2012.

During her reading, Trethew-
ey shared stories and experienc-
es that inspired her to become 
a poet. She discussed how the 

anti-miscegenation laws in her 
hometown in Mississippi deeply 
affected her identity as a daugh-
ter of a black woman and a white 
Canadian man. The poet noted 
that her family was once moni-
tored by the citizen’s council, af-
ter her grandmother attempted 
to announce her parent’s inter-
racial wedding. 

“In his memorial to William 
Butler Yeats, W.H. Auden wrote 
‘Mad Ireland hurt you into po-
etry.’ Likewise, my native land, 
my South, my Mississippi – with 
its brutal history of injustice, 
of violence and oppression, of 
lynching – hurt me into poetry,” 
Tretheway said during her pre-
sentation. 

COURTESY OF PHILLIPS ACADEMY
Head of School John Palfrey and Rebecca M. Sykes embrace at the 
Sykes Center ceremony.

MAE ZHAO
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With the end of the school year fast approaching, Andover 
students anxiously await the release of their final score reports 
– reflections, for many, of countless hours spent hunched over 
textbooks and locked indoors. While the majority of the stu-
dent body has demonstrated focus and dedication to their stud-
ies, come June, not all students who have devoted themselves 
to their classes will see their efforts manifested in their grades. 
This reality is largely due to the discrepancies that exist be-
tween teachers’ perceptions of what constitutes honors-level 
work.

According to the 2016 “State of the Academy,” 98 percent of 
students who responded that they believe grading disparities 
exist between teachers of the same department at Andover. Of 
these respondents, 70 percent believe that the English Depart-
ment is the most prominent source of inter-department grad-
ing disparities on campus. These alarming statistics assert the 
obvious: Teachers’ expectations, especially when it comes to 
writing, drastically vary within the same course. Yet this is not 
a new realization; each of the past five “State of the Academy” 
surveys report similar data, with 97 percent or more of respon-
dents reporting that they believe grading disparities exist on 
campus. 

In an already competitive campus environment, grading dis-
parities create a culture of frustration, dejection, and at times 
resignation. They convey to students that grades are largely re-
flections of their luck in assignments for teachers, which dis-
courages and demoralizes students who are working towards 
different definitions of “quality” work. 

No matter their teachers, students’ efforts should be recog-
nized fairly and equally. Students in separate classes should 
not be subjected to different standards, and students who are 
producing comparable work should not be receiving blatantly 
disparate results. It is unacceptable that some students bear 
the burden of the highly demanding standards of their specific 
teachers, while others glide by, putting in minimal efforts to 
receive maximum results.

While grading disparities may seem inevitable, they are not 
inescapable. Each department must make conscious efforts to  
combat the issue – teachers should not be able to subjectively 
define the merits of a student’s efforts. Instead, departments 
must clearly define what constitutes a “passing” grade and an 
“above average” grade.

Both sides of the spectrum – teachers who dish out honors 
grades to nearly all their students and those who rarely unleash 
a six at the end of the term (and all teachers who fall some-
where in between) – should be required to adhere to a stan-
dardized range of class averages, specific to each department. 

While we acknowledge the complexities of grading, as some 
classes may be filled with stronger students than others, the 
varying capabilities of students in different classes are never as 
drastic as the grading disparities seem to indicate. As Andover 
transitions into a 4x5 schedule in the 2017-2018 school year, 
we hope teachers and departments will take the opportunity to 
reconstruct their approaches to grading and academic evalua-
tion. 

This editorial represents the views of The Phillipian, vol. CXXXIX.
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Andover has long been 
known for its postcard-
perfect campus. I’ve lived 

here for almost 16 years, and one 
of my biggest frustrations is that 
our school does not seem to be 
sufficiently concerned about wild-
life and local conservation.

The work that goes into 
maintaining our campus’s 
sprawling lawns, in particular, 
is concerning evidence that 
our campus prioritizes its tidy 
suburban aesthetic over local 
sustainability and wildlife. For 
one thing, maintaining huge 
spreads of lawn across campus 
is not the most environmental-
ly-friendly option. Though a 
properly maintained lawn can 
be a carbon sink – sequestering 
more carbon than it releases 
– maintaining lawns also re-
quires a substantial investment 
of water, gasoline for mowing, 
and fertilizer. A lawn is also an 
artificial monoculture, a land-
scape dominated primarily by 
a single low-growing species. 
Not only does this create an 
ecologically sterile environ-
ment with little benefit to wild-
life, but it also replaces areas 
that could be landscaped with 
native plants that can support 
wildlife.

I also worry about how much 
campus landscaping and man-
agement is done without con-
sideration of the needs of local 
wildlife. For example, I’ve seen 
many healthy trees removed 
around campus. In front of 
Rabbit Pond, the dense shrubs 
that once provided good cover 
and food for birds have been 
completely cleared away. As 
a result, the pond has become 
less hospitable for birds like 
the wood duck, which is se-
cretive and benefits from ex-

tensive brush cover. Though I 
recognize that some removals 
are necessary and done not just 
for aesthetic reasons, I wish 
more consideration was given 
to the needs and habitats of lo-
cal wildlife.

In a similar vein, I think back 
to Non Sibi Day 2014 when I 
spent the morning at Rabbit 
Pond with about thirty other 
students “beautifying” the 
area, clearing fallen tree limbs 
and dragging unsightly branch-
es out of the pond. I felt guilty 
later when I thought of the 
painted turtles that frequently 
sun themselves on some of the 
fallen branches in the pond. 
In general, snags and decay-
ing tree branches benefit pond 
and forest ecology, providing 
nutrients for soil-dwelling or-
ganisms and habitats for other 
invertebrates as well. In ret-
rospect, it seemed somewhat 
ignorant to characterize our 
work as “Non Sibi.”

As much as I am concerned 
about the management of 
Rabbit Pond, I am even more 
concerned about the Cochran 
Bird Sanctuary. When Ando-
ver hired the Davey Resource 
Group to evaluate the health 
and diversity of the Sanctuary 
in May 2013, I was allowed to 
join one of the evaluators on 
a walk at dusk to census bird 
species. The census taker and 
I both noticed a stark absence 
of birds. Other than a handful 
of species like the wood thrush 
and grey catbird, all we heard 
was the constant crackling 
of hundreds of insects on the 
leaves above us. The evalua-
tor told me that the Sanctuary 
reminded him of what Rachel 
Carson wrote about in “Silent 
Spring.”

While Carson’s book, pub-
lished in 1962, warned us about 

the decline of bird populations 
due to DDT and other pesti-
cide overuse, a similar warning 
could be said today about habi-
tat destruction, particularly in 
the Northeast where constant 
development has fragment-
ed native forests and poses 
a growing threat to wildlife 
such as songbirds that depend 
on swaths of forest to breed 
and feed in during migration. 
Even a place like the Sanctu-
ary, touted as a refuge of natu-
ral land, is perhaps one part of 
the problem. Its understory is 
dominated by rhododendrons, 
also known as rose trees, and a 
number of invasive plants, such 
as the winter moth, spring can-
kerworm, and fall cankerworm, 
which devastate deciduous tree 
canopies and blueberries. In its 
formal assessment, the Davey 
Resource Group recommended 
management of invasive plants 
and planting of species typical 
to a northern hardwood for-
est, including berry-produc-
ing plants to attract wildlife. 
I don’t know whether some 
of these measures were not 
financially viable or perhaps 
not even presented formally 
for consideration, but I have 
not seen much, if any, visible 
change in Sanctuary manage-
ment based on this assessment.

I hope our school can aim to 
make this campus an asset not 
only to its students and visi-
tors but also its local wildlife. 
Conservation is critical in the 
Northeast, where deforesta-
tion and development has de-
stroyed much of the land that 
our wildlife relies on. Frankly, 
it would be nice to have a cam-
pus that kept conservation as a 
higher priority and maintained 

Conserving Andover

Sam Hagler is a four-year 
Senior from Andover, Mass.

Eighty-nine percent. Ac-
cording to the 2016 “State 
of the Academy,” published 

last week, 89 is the percentage of 
female students who have felt in-
secure about their appearance. 
The number is distressing and dis-
heartening. 80 percent of agender 
students have also felt the same 
way. Though the number of non-
binary and genderqueer students 
is relatively low, 100 percent of 
those students also reported to 
feeling insecure. In contrast, only 
55 percent of males have felt inse-
cure – a figure far from negligible, 
but still considerably lower.

Andover can often seem like 
a community deceivingly un-
inhibited by the restrictions 
of society. The systems that 
pervade every community – 
from racism, to ableism, to 
religious discrimination – ap-
pear to bounce off the surface 
of the “Andover bubble,” un-
able to disturb our tranquil 
equilibrium of equality and 
justice. Sometimes we seem 
to escape the ubiquitous pres-
ence of sexism; after all, girls 
thrive at Andover. Girls here 
succeed in academics – even 
STEM subjects that are tradi-
tionally predominantly male. 
We are on the mastheads and 

boards of every major orga-
nization, from The Phillipian 
to The Philomathean Society. 
We dominate the athletic field, 
since our female varsity sports 
teams outperformed our male 
teams in the number of cham-
pionships won this past year. 
In many ways, our school has 
come a long way from our con-
ception as an institution solely 
for white males. 

“State of the Academy,” how-
ever, says otherwise. The huge 
statistical disparities between 
genders indicates that sex-
ism is still alive and well, even 
within the Andover communi-
ty. Pressures from society are 
greatly present on this campus. 
Women all over the world are 
often told that their bodies are 
valued over their academic and 
intellectual contributions. We 
are told by society that our bod-
ies are not good enough. When 
we desperately try to “correct” 
our “imperfect” appearances, 
we are either trying too hard or 
not trying hard enough. These 
trends, as seen by this survey, 
are alive at Andover.  

Andover is neither invincible 
nor exempt from the institu-
tionalized systems of oppres-
sion and prejudice in the wider 
world. Just because we are 
full of progressive, educated, 
and well-intentioned students 

does not mean that we do not 
participate in the harmful and 
prevalent system of sexism. 
Despite the fact that there is 
little blatant misogyny on cam-
pus, the damaging effects of 
sexism still seep into our com-
munity. No community can be 
so tightly sheltered and neatly 
sealed that sexism does not 
leak into its confines and dam-
age its members.

“State of the Academy” only 
reaffirms our vulnerability. We 
cannot become complacent in 
our progressiveness, content 
in our social awareness. We 
cannot forget that we have yet 
to dismantle these societal in-
frastructures, even within our 
school. We should never stop 
actively fighting for true gen-
der equality. Even if it seems 
like calm waters in the “Ando-
ver bubble,” we must still take 
notice of the symptoms of sex-
ism that are too often disre-
garded. The effects of systemic 
sexism are still very real and 
very relevant in Andover, and 
anyone who says otherwise 
needs to take as second look at 
the proof.

Avoiding Complacency

Adrienne Zhang is a two-year 
Lower from Hong Kong.
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“Becky, you are an amazing ex-
ample of everything in my mind 
that is great and good about An-
dover, and everything that is great 
and good about teaching young 
people,” said Palfrey during the 
dedication ceremony. 

“This building shows the reach 
Becky has here, the number of 
people she has touched from so 
many different [parts] of life, and 
the number of people who have 
come [to this dedication ceremo-
ny] to honor you and to be a part 
of this speaks volumes about what 
you mean to all of us,” continued 
Palfrey.

Sykes then gave her own narra-
tive of the 40 years she dedicated 
to serving Andover and praised 
Andover’s initiative to make the 

Sykes Wellness Center the first 
building on campus to be named 
after an African-American wom-
an.

“In the 40 years of affiliation 
with Andover, [my family and I] 
were the beneficiaries of grace and 
mercy and abundance. Always and 
ever someone believed in us and 
gave us a chance to grow into the 
opportunities we were given, even 
though we hadn’t really earned 
them yet. In fact, today is proof 
that we continue to be the recipi-
ents of the grace of this commu-
nity. Even the naming of the Well-
ness Center is a privilege I know I 
will spend the rest of my life work-
ing to earn,” said Sykes. 

Theodore Pérez ’16 and An-
nette Bell ’16, Student Body Co-
Presidents, voiced the student 
body’s appreciation of the new 
facility. 

“While we students are fortu-
nate to live without facing many 
of the difficult struggles that affect 
others throughout the world, the 
pressures of this institution and 
the culture that surrounds it can 
be taxing,” said Bell.

“If we, as an institution, are to 
live up to what we preach and pro-
duce well rounded students capa-
ble of pursuing a variety of paths, 
facing a diverse assortment of 
challenges and supporting others 
throughout the world, it is of para-
mount importance that these stu-
dents be taught how to prioritize 
themselves and how to manage 
and seek assistance for whatever 
problems might be ailing them,” 
continued Pérez.

Dr. Amy Patel, Medical Direc-
tor and Co-Director of Wellness 
Education, and Carol Israel, Di-
rector of Counseling and Co-Di-

rector of Wellness Education, both 
offered brief remarks on the Sykes 
Wellness Center and its contri-
bution to promoting wellness on 
campus.

“We are honored [now] that we 
have been living in this building 
for more than five months to offi-
cially accept the Rebecca M. Sykes 
Wellness Center on behalf of the 
students and their families, faculty 
and staff, and the rest of the com-
munity, who cares so deeply about 
Andover and it’s future in well-
ness,” said Patel in the ceremony.

Palfrey closed the ceremony by 
presenting Sykes with two gifts of 
gratitude: a silver charm engraved 
with an image of the entrance of 
the wellness center and a small 
wooden plant pot made from a 
birch tree that once existed where 
the facility currently stands.

Sykes praised the new Well-

ness Center’s versatility and acces-
sibility, commenting on the ease 
with which students can reach the 
facility. 

“[The Sykes Wellness Cen-
ter] is not only beautiful, I think 
it is also really functional. I was 
in there briefly during the Health 
and Wellness Summit a couple of 
weeks ago and… people are go-
ing in and out for all sorts of rea-
sons… a lot of them because they 
are concerned about maintaining 
wellness, and that is exciting,” said 
Sykes in an interview with The 
Phillipian.

The Sykes Wellness Center was 
made possible through a donation 
of around 13 million dollars from 
246 different funders. The facility 
was first proposed in 2013 as part 
of the Academy’s 2014 Strategic 
Plan, and later became open to 
students on December 2, 2015. 

Steven Carter Celebrated 
With Snyder Center Lobby

Carter said in an interview 
with The Phillipian, “I’ve worked 
here, I’ve enjoyed being here, I 
see myself as a member of the 
community, so all of this atten-
tion is really kind of, not odd, but 
unexpected for me. I just never 
thought about it. It’s sort of sur-
real at the moment, to think that 
all these people would give all 
this money, I’m very humbled 
by it and very appreciative for 
what people have done.”

The lobby will serve as a 
multifaceted facility that can 
hold athletic and alumni gath-
erings, and it will feature rooms 
for hosting large dinners. 

Carter hopes the Snyder 
Center will upgrade current 
athletic programs and serve as a 
natural place for students to at-
tend athletic events. 

“Right now, when it’s bad 
weather outside students can 
run in the Cage, but this is go-
ing to be a whole quantum leap 
in terms of the running surface 
and the fact that you don’t have 
to run around quite as many 
times to get a workout,” said 
Carter.

“I think our whole squash 
program is going to be upgrad-
ed, and I think people will really 
enjoy [the new courts], and I 
think [the Center] will build out 
that whole alley that goes from 
the current athletic complex to 
the hockey rink, and so it will be 

a much more natural place for 
students to be on Wednesdays 
and Saturdays if they want to 
go watch events, they’ll be able 
to just cruise back and forth,” 
Carter continued.

Not only does Carter think 
that the new center will help to 
improve the athletic facilities, 
but he thinks it will add to the 
Andover community’s strength 
and its ability to bond through 
sports. 

“One of the things we found 
in the athletic master plan is 
that we are grossly undersized 
for our student population with 
the facilities we have. This be-
gins to build out the facilities to 
a level that is more appropriate 
for the size of our student popu-
lation,” said Carter.

Rebecca M. Sykes Expresses Gratitude for Andover Community 

Rebecca Sykes’s career at Andover spanned 40 years. She held numerous jobs and positions, including Associate Head of School.
COURTESY OF PHILLIPS ACADEMY
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New Trash Bins Promote 
Sustainability On Campus

LUXURY APARTMENTS in 
downtown Andover, close to campus

Please contact Abigail C. Harris ‘96 for further details at:
 abigail.harris@nemoves.com or 978-500-6038

COURTESY OF ANDOVER.EDU

The Carter Lobby will have open windows facing the football field, where Carter coached for 32 years.

P.ROSSANO/THE PHILLIPIAN
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Walking out of Paresky Com-
mons, many students have taken 
note of the new recycled trash 
bins that replaced old plastic 
trash bins outside of Susie’s last 
week. 

Made from approximately 
1,245 recycled milk jugs, each 
new trash bin features a compost 
waste space that helps divert the 
materials from landfills that re-
lease methane, a greenhouse gas. 
Russell Stott, Senior Manager of 
Campus Design, Sustainability 
& Grounds, led the effort in de-
signing, building, and installing 
the new trash bins. 

“The old plastic bins were not 
in great shape and included only 
trash and recycling streams.  The 
new receptacles include a com-
post waste stream which aligns 
with our sustainability initia-
tives,” wrote Stott in an email to 
The Phillipian.

Upon looking at data collect-

ed from years of waste audits, the 
Department of Sustainability & 
Grounds found that a large por-
tion of materials typically found 
in trash and recycling dumpsters 
are actually compostable. The 
new bins allow for less food con-
tamination in the recycling and 
for more trash to be composted. 

“The compost bins will be 
emptied and sent to Brick Ends 
Farm, a compost facility in South 
Hamilton, Massachusetts, along 
with compost from Paresky 
Commons and the Andover Inn. 
Brick Ends Farm then turns 
compost into organic garden 
soil,” said Stott.

The wood trim of the bins is 
certified from the Forest Stew-
ardship Council. According to 
Stott, the color of the wood will 
eventually fade to a tone that 
matches the teak benches found 
throughout campus. 

The new bins are located at 
Paresky Commons, the Oliver 
Wendell Holmes Library, and 
George Washington Hall.

ABDU DONKA

The new trash bins feature a section for compost disposal.
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Taylor Advises 
Proactivity When Dealing 

With Concussions 

“One of the things that’s con-
cerning for a traumatic brain in-
jury is how differently it can af-
fect a younger developing brain 
than would affect mine. You are 
still in a period of development 
up until age 25. So an impact at 
an earlier age could potentially 
affect later development,” said 
Taylor during the presentation.

The presentation outlined 
safety procedures athletes 
should follow in the eventuality 
of a concussion.

 “You always want to rule out 
more serious injuries. If one of 
your friends has a suspected 
concussion, you want to take 
them out of play,” said Taylor. 
“Some people don’t want to get 
out themselves, and you should 
take some responsibility and 
remove them knowing that if 
you remove somebody after a 
suspected concussion, they’re 
going to get to the court much 
more quickly than if you were to 
let them continue playing and 
they get another one.”

Taylor cited the different 
processes of recovery as the 
main difficulty that medical 
professionals face when treat-
ing students, as well as having 
to keep in mind the students’ 
academic obligations. 

Taylor also encouraged the 
faculty and administration to 
be proactive in allowing stu-
dents to return to school so 
they would not become over-
whelmed by assignments and 
experience stress that is coun-
terproductive to recovery. 

“It is a brain injury, and we 
have to think of the brain as be-
ing different from the rest of the 
body. At the same time, when 

you are outside of the acute 
window, I think it’s reasonable 
to encourage someone to at-
tempt testing. Now, what comes 
along with that [are consider-
ations of whether] they [have] 
been able to study [and] how 
much anxiety that test is going 
to cause,” said Taylor. 

“The secondary consequenc-
es of concussion can be anxiety 
provoking and [affecting one’s] 
mood. Stress interferes with re-
covery. Thus, monitoring mood 
is important and reducing stress 
promotes recovery,” wrote Tay-
lor in an email to The Phillipian.

Taylor pointed out that fall-
ing behind on work can also 
cause stress for students, and 
that striking a balance between 
rest and resuming normal activ-
ities is important for those who 
have experienced brain injuries.

“The momentum of missing 
tests and missing assignments 
builds so quickly that the en-
couragement is to try and stay 
on top of things as much as pos-
sible if it’s not provoking symp-
toms to a degree that really 
knocks you down,” said Taylor 
during his presentation.

“That’s what makes it so 
hard. There’s no black and 
white [standard], everyone’s 
threshold is so different. But we 
need to start looking at it as if 
you can tolerate certain activi-
ties, then you should start to do 
those things,” Taylor continued.

Taylor nevertheless remains 
optimistic about the ability of 
medical knowledge to help stu-
dents make more informed de-
cisions about their health and 
wellness. 

“Education is the best form 
of prevention. Recognition of 
the signs and symptoms of con-
cussion is critical for preventing 
worse outcomes,” wrote Taylor.

Continued  from A1, Col. 5
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Natasha Tretheway Recites Poems 
About Family and Experiences With Racism in America

Trethewey described a time 
when she was able to connect 
two separate poems which 
were respectively about the 
forgotten black soldiers of the 
Louisiana Native Guards and 
an elegy to her mother; the un-
expected discovery resulted in 
her poem, “Monument.”

“When I was writing ‘Native 
Guard,’ I was thinking about 
the ways that no monuments 
were built in the Deep South 
for those black soldiers of the 
Louisiana Native Guards, who 
were stationed off the coast of 
my hometown. They had been 
in many ways erased from the 
landscape, and erased from our 
cultural memory as well,” said 
Tretheway.

“It wasn’t until after I was 
walking through a Confeder-
ate cemetery thinking of the 
poems to write that I realized 
that’s what my mother had in 

common. That kind of erasure 
from the landscape, because 
in all those years I hadn’t put 
a monument on her grave,” she 
continued.

Trethewey described the 
current era as a historical mo-
ment where the country is 
reaching important anniver-
saries of historical American 
events.

“One of the greatest things 
for me about serving my coun-
try as the 19th Poet Laureate 
at this particular historical 
moment is that we are at sig-
nificant anniversaries in our 
shared American history; the 
150th anniversary of the years 
of the Civil War; and the 50th 
anniversary of major enhance-
ments in the civil rights move-
ment; the 1964 and [1965] Civil 
Rights and Voting Rights Acts,” 
she said.

Kevin O’Connor, Instruc-
tor in English, said in an in-
terview with The Phillipian, 
“I think one of the hallmarks 

of [Tretheway’s] works is how 
she can take very personal con-
cerns within her family, and 
with her own circumstances, 
and although they are very in-
timate and personal, speaks to 
much larger issues in the coun-
try.”

“Also, her language is acces-
sible. Some poetries are very 
hard for high school students… 
She uses very clear and acces-
sible diction, and she wants to 
use clear and ordinary speech 
that we all share. She invites 
as many people and speaks to 
a large audience, as opposed to 
some other poets who are more 
esoteric,” continued O’Connor.

Following her presentation, 
Trethewey held a book sign-
ing session, where she briefly 
conversed with students and 
faculty. The poet also attend-
ed several English classes on 
campus during the day. Dur-
ing these classes, Trethewey 
shared detailed personal sto-
ries and explained some of her 

poetic process. 
In an email to The Phillipian, 

Paul Tortorella ’80, Instructor 
in English, wrote, “[In our Se-
nior elective class], she spoke 
about how she came to write 
about the subjects we encoun-

tered in her first book ‘Do-
mestic.’ She also discussed the 
process by which she ordered 
the poems in her book, much 
of which centered around con-
versations with other members 
of her writing community.”

Patel Siblings’ SquasherKids 
Instructs Youth in Squash

This summer, Ishaan Patel ’18 
and Prianca Patel ’19 will wel-
come students to SquasherKids, a 
summer program held in Green-
wich, Conn., that aims to mentor 
adolescents in squash and global 
education.

The Patel siblings established 
their nonprofit program in 2015 
with the hope of teaching young 
students squash while providing 
them with opportunities to learn 
about the world through addi-
tional academic activities. 

“Our mission is to educate 
lower and middle school stu-
dents through squash [as well as] 
educational and exciting activi-
ties. We have a strong passion for 
squash and enjoy teaching oth-
ers. We hope to see more kids 
involved and excel in this lifelong 
sport,” wrote Prianca Patel in an 
email to T he Phillipian. 

Having started playing squash 
competitively at an early age, the 
Patel siblings were stirred to cre-
ate the program through their 
experiences attending numerous 
squash tournaments. 

At these tournaments, the 
siblings observed that many 
kids were part of CitySquash, a 
nonprofit, after -school program 
in New York City that provides 
academic and athletic mentor-
ship to kids from financially dis-
advantaged families. Drawing in-
spiration from this program and 
a similar program called Squash-
Busters, the Patels reached out to 
their own squash coach to start a 
program of their own.

“We have always been inspired 
by and interested in the program 
[CitySquash] and wanted to help 
out, or do something for it,” said 
Prianca Patel. 

In partnership with 
CitySquash, each session of 
SquasherKids lasts for a week. 
Students from CitySquash, stay 
with a host family in Greenwich 
during that time. With the main 
focus of the program to develop 
the student’s skills in squash, a 

typical day consists of playing 
and practicing to acquire the ba-
sics, strategies, and specific tech-
niques of the game.

“S quash has given so much 
to me,” wrote Ishaan Patel in an 
email to T he Phillipian. “It has 
been my favorite activity to do 
for the past five years, and I re-
ally wanted to give others the 
chance to experience the sport 
that I love… I wanted to contin-
ue the work I do at school back 
in Greenwich, Conn.,  my home-
town.”

In addition to the squash train-
ing program, the sessions include 
academic presentations as well 
as recreational sports such as 
dodgeball and basketball. In their 
first summer, the Patels held two 
sessions, with four kids attending 
each session. Through coaching 
the kids in squash, SquasherKids 
strives to help enlarge their stu-
dents’ perspectives of the world.

“We… ran academic exercis-
es that helped the participants 
to gain a global viewpoint and 
expand their knowledge of the 
world outside of that of their 
hometowns,” said Ishaan Patel. 

Sahel Anwar, the Patel sib-
lings’ squash coach, helped 
make the program possible by 
reaching out to CitySquash and 
brainstorming ideas. Anwar also 
opened his courts for Squash-
erKids to use, and will do so again 

this summer.
“It would not have been pos-

sible without the help of our 
squash coach… He had contacts 
within CitySquash in the first 
place and was key in providing 
the connections we needed, as 
well as helping us find a loca-
tion and allocate the resources 
needed to help run the program,” 
wrote Ishaan Patel. 

On its blog, the program docu-
ments past sessions of the pro-
gram and posts pictures of the 
participants. 

“We hope that the Andover 
community will see this program 
and be inspired to start some-
thing similar to this in their home 
area. Regardless of the sport, 
these children appreciate these 
kinds of opportunities to grow 
and learn new things… If any An-
dover students live in Greenwich 
or in neighboring towns, Squash-
erKids would greatly appreciate 
volunteers to help coach here 
and there. It would be an amaz-
ing experience for both the coach 
and the kids,” said Prianca Patel.

Ishaan Patel said, “Here at An-
dover, we take the motto of Non 
Sibi very seriously. We hope that 
the rest of the [Andover] commu-
nity will take on the responsibil-
ity of bettering the area they live 
in. We have a responsibility as 
citizens to do community service 
outside of just the school year.”

Connors’s Kind Spirit 
Remembered on Campus

Connors’s selflessness ex-
tended beyond the Andover 
community, as he served as an 
Ambassador for the Greater 
Merrimack Valley Convention 
and Visitors Bureau, where 
he volunteered to help people 
find places to visit in Lowell, 
Mass. Connors also recently 
volunteered to investigate 
cases of maladministration at 
the Elder Services of the Mer-
rimack Valley.

Charlie Wilkinson, Addison 
Manager and good friend of 
Connors for 37 years, said, “He 
was a good friend to be with. 
You can always trust him. He 
was friendly, [a] good family 
man. Everybody liked Butch. 
He was always there for you if 
you needed something.”

Connors is survived by his 
wife, three children, and three 
grandchildren.

COURTESY OF  CATAUDELLA FUNERAL HOME 

Anthony “Butch” Connors also 
worked as a security manager at 
the Addison Gallery of American 
Art.

Continued  from A1, Col. 3
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Natasha Trethway attended several English classes to share advice and 
experience.
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Prianca Patel ’19 plays as the first 
seed for Girls Varsity Squash.

K.WANG/THE PHILLIPIAN

Ishaan Patel ’18 plays as the third 
seed for Boys Varsity Squash.

CHRISTINA CHO
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Soul Patch

Who Wore It Better?

Crocs, as well as Socks and Birkenstocks, have been rocked by many at 
this school. The two are monuments of the past: Crocs are donned by 
second Graders whose fashion sense is dictated by their parents, and 
Birkenstocks are favorites amongst the elderly who no longer have the 
strength to bend down and tie their shoes. One screams “appropriate 
footwear when walking around the pool and I enjoy coloring books,” 
while the other shouts “my arthritis makes my knees hurt when I walk 
and I enjoy model shipbuilding.” Both supply plentiful air flow that lets 
the foot breathe, allow for easy access both on and off, and provide grip 
that ties the user to the floor. How can one decide between these two 
iconic styles? Unfortunately for the Crocs, the Birkenstocks have to win, 
due to their high-quality leather material. It was close, though.

Ugly vs. Uglier

Wow, Spring Term has gone by quickly! Although it 
may be tempting to let your grades go to the way-
side as summer creeps into sight, the new trend this 
spring is Academic Excellence! While stick-and-
poke tattoos have become ultra-trendy in the past 
year, as they display ~grunge~ and ~artsy-ness~, 
the tattoos have smudged and caused infections 
recently, which has begun to turn students away. 
The next big thing is crash tats – for when your caf-
feine boost wears off at 2:00 a.m. and you have to 
resort to artfully scribbling those physics formulas 
on your upper arm. These Physics tests aren’t going 
anywhere and your study habits are worse than ever 
– so why lie to yourself? Self-aware fashionistas will 
purchase some high-quality metallic paint pens for 
everyday use. If you’re going to get expelled for aca-
demic dishonesty, why not do it with pizzazz?

A Lack of Academic Integrity, 
but not style. 

This week, California and Will were both 
spotted wearing Pacific Peaks. California de-
cided to go a little crazy, accessorizing itself 
with a few giant, jagged mountains. But, all 
that white snow it wore really made crit-
ics question the legitimacy of California’s 
drought, as it was wearing water it clearly 
doesn’t have. Will decided to dress down his 
Pacific peak apparel. He opted for the warm-
er and more laid back look of Pacific Peak – 
a sweatshirt and sweatpants – to complete 
that “I’ve given up” look. At the end of the 
day, Pacific Peak has been California’s classic 
style since 37 million BCE, while this is only 
Will’s first year. Sorry Will: You’re a little late 
to the party, buddy.

P a c i f i c  P e a k

A5 FEATURES FASHION T h e  P h i l l i p i a n May 20, 2016

The soul patch dates back many centuries, but it has experi-
enced a recent comeback in style. The jazz band player wears 
it as a reminder of the countless souls he has touched with his 
moving music. On the other hand, DeJesus wears his soul patch 
as a reminder of his criminal past. “Everyday, when I wake up, 
my soul patch reminds me of the countless days I’ve evaded 
law enforcement. Nothing says ‘I have five outstanding war-
rants’ quite like a soul patch does.” It’s a clash between Titans, 
but the award ultimately has to go to the local jazz band player.

Sleep-deprived Andover student and K-list Celebrity were both 
spotted wearing bags. The student sported eye bags, and the ce-
lebrity donned a purse. The student’s bags functioned as accesso-
ries to her bloodshot eyes and red skin, which worked out well 
since the neutral purple, green, and blue tones complemented her 
redness. The K-list celebrity did not do as as well, as her bag was 
obviously a counterfeit. The celebrity’s bag also simply was not as 
practical because she couldn’t use it to brag about how little sleep 
she got. The donning of bags just proves how smart Andover stu-
dents are, as they can predict fashion trends so well. Bags are defi-
nitely going to become an everyday look; more and more students 
will start to wear them as finals and SAT tests start to arrive. Stu-
dents easily win this round.

Human Face Vs. K-List Celebrity

F e a t u r e s  W a l k s  t h e  R u n w a y
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Gallo ’16 Strikes Out 11 Batters in Second Consecutive Win

Led by the dominant perfor-
mance of Co-Captain Kristina 
Haghdan ’17, who struck out 18 
opposing batters, Andover Soft-
ball cruised to an emphatic 12-0 
shutout victory against Deerfield 
on Saturday. 

Immediately following the vic-
tory against Deerfield, Andover 
beat Lawrence Academy (Law-
rence) 5-1. Then, on Wednesday, 
Andover defeated Concord-Car-
lisle High School for the second 
time this season, winning 9-1. The 
team’s record is now 13-2.

Against Deerfield, a high pow-
ered Andover offense compli-
mented the stalwart defense. By 
the end of the second inning, An-
dover had scored eight runs for an 
unassailable 8-0 lead.

Maddie Comer ’16 said, “We 
were able to put a ton of runs on 
the board at the beginning of the 
Deerfield game, and that momen-
tum carried us through the rest of 
the game.”

Jessica Blumenthal ’19 said, 
“In the game against Deerfield, 
our strength was definitely our 
pitching. Kristina pitched a near-
ly perfect game, shutting down 
Deerfield’s offense and giving a 
lot of players a chance to improve 
in real game scenarios.”

Lawrence was one of the 
stronger opponents that Andover 
faced, but the team still earned a 
5-1 win. Erin Gallo ’16 pitched for 
Andover and struck out 11 oppos-
ing batters.

Comer said, “Lawrence Acad-
emy was one of the better teams 
we’ve faced, and our defensive 
skills were a pretty even match. 
What won us the game was be-
ing able to make adjustments to 
the pitcher and put runs on the 
board.”

Andover managed to break the 
defensive stalemate by taking ad-
vantage of errors.

Gallo said, “In the Lawrence 
game, we capitalized on the other 
team’s mistakes, eventually made 
solid contact off of a good pitch-
er, and came back from defensive 
errors.” 

“They had a good pitcher 
who kept us off balance with her 
screwball and their offense was 
pretty solid. We had to adjust to 
hitting a pitcher with moving 
pitches and battle the nerves that 
come with being locked in a tie for 
most of the game,” she continued.

Blumenthal said, “Against 
Lawrence Academy, both teams 
had very strong pitching, so we 
scored runs by capitalizing on 
errors and using our short game, 
something Coach Drench empha-
sizes in practice. We practice it a 
lot because we need to have a di-
verse range of ways to score and 

it really translated into the game.”
Andover rounded out a strong 

week of performances by de-
feating Concord-Carlisle 9-1 on 
Wednesday. Gallo pitched for An-
dover, and was backed up by con-
sistently strong defense. Antonia 
Tamarro ’17 hit a homerun.

Colby Beré ’18 said, “Defen-
sively, we had good communi-
cation and Erin pitched a great 
game, which made it easier for us 
in the field. Offensively, we were 
pretty quick to get on the pitcher. 
We had already faced her before 
and we were able to stay on the 
ball and generate runs.”

Margaret Bragdon ’18 said, 
“Concord-Carlisle’s defense is 
very consistent, especially their 
infield, so in order to score we re-
lied heavily on our power hitters 
and base running skills.”

Haghdan said, “The outfield 
was really strong, making hard 
hit balls look like a routine play. 
Hitting was really strong and the 
team was making really good con-
tact off the pitching, often times 
fooling the infielders or hitting to 
the gap.”

Andover will host the Big East 
Tournament on Saturday and 
Sunday.

ISABELLE BECKWITH

Kristina Haghdan ’17

Softball 

Read about Haghdan’s no
 hitter against Deerfield.

Alumni Report

Read about  Wilson’s road 
from Andover to the
 Olympic qualifiers.

Girls Track & Field

Read about Little’s school 
record breaking runs.

Camille Little ’16Andrew Wilson ’ 12

B1 Tops Tabor, Falls to Exeter

Andover Boys Crew B1 
boat mustered all its en-
ergy in the final moments 
of its race against Tabor 
and Phillips Exeter Acad-
emy at home last week-
end. The boat finished in 
third place with a time 
of 4:43 minutes, just one 
second behind Tabor’s 
second-place boat. This 
was the last meet of the 
season for the majority 
of the team, as only the 
varsity boats will travel to 
New England Interscho-
lastic Rowing Association 
(Neira) Championships 
in two weeks.

Andover’s B1 consisted 
of a strong lineup made 
up of Gabe Blanchard ’16, 
Alex Cao ’16, Nick Faulk-
ner ’16, Will Humphrey 
’16, Tyler Lian ’16, Tora 
Liu ’16, Dylan Norris ’16, 
Luke Bitler ’17,  and cox-
swain Christina Schoeller 
’16. 

B1 burst through the 
opening gun with im-
mense speed, as it was 
even with Exeter and 

Tabor for the first 800 
meters. Andover’s endur-
ance, however, proved to 
be lackluster as Exeter 
and Tabor left Andover 
in their wakes at the half-
way mark.

Co-Captain Gabe 
Blanchard ’16 said, “It 
was just about dead even 
through the first 800 
[meters], but Tabor made 
a big move at 900 down 
while Exeter sprinted ex-
tremely fast at the end. 
Both teams held us off in 
the final leg.”

B2 beat Tabor by a nar-
row margin of 0.7 seconds 
in a sprint at the end of the 
race, coming in second to 
Exeter. B2 consisted of 
John Isenhower ’16, Isaac 
Pierce ’16, Aidan Driscoll 
’17, Colin Lata ’17, Bennett 
Slibeck ’17, Nate Cruz ’18, 
Thomas Glover ’18, Matt 
Wellstead ’18, and cox-
swain Laurel Wain ’17. It 
rowed to a time of 4:47.7 
minutes, while Tabor 
rowed to a 4:48.4 and Ex-
eter to a 4:43. 

B3 rowed to a second 
place finish with a time of 
5:10 minutes, while Tabor 

was behind with a time of 
5:33. Exeter won with a 
time of 4:55. 

The loss against Ex-
eter was extremely dis-
appointing for B3, but the 
win over Tabor was a es-
sential morale booster.

B3 rower Nick Isen-
hower ’18 said, “We had 
a rough weekend rac-
ing against a tough Ex-
eter squad, but as Coach 
Hurley said, we are right 
where we need to be. The 
past is the past. What 
matters now is our faith 
and our willpower com-
ing into Neiras.”

B2 rower Thomas 
Glover said, “Though it 
was upsetting to lose to 
Exeter, Saturday’s loss 
highlighted areas of our 
race we need to work 
on. We’ll face off against 
Exeter and many other 
schools again at the Nei-
ra Championships in two 
weeks. We’ll be sure to 
get them then.

Andover Boys Crew 
looks to best both old and 
new opponents at the 
Neira championships on 
May 28.

BOYSCREW

JACK WARDEN

Andover Struggles to Stroke in Sync

Racing in the outside 
lane this past Saturday, 
Andover Girls Crew’s 
G1 held even with rival 
Phillips Exeter Academy 
up until the finish where 
Andover clinched the 
victory by less than a sec-
ond. After the race, how-
ever, G1 was disqualified 
for steering into Tabor’s 
lane during the turn and 
for not holding a straight 
course throughout the 
race.

 Andover struggled 
to find success in all of 
its boats, with Exeter 
winning every race. An-
dover’s G2 and G3 came 
in second, both beating 
Tabor. Andover’s G2 fin-
ished with a time of 5:33, 
about 11 seconds behind 
Exeter. Andover’s G3 fin-
ished about 24 seconds 
after Exeter.

Andover’s G1 boat last 
week consisted of Sam 
Hawley ’16, Co-Cap-
tain Vienna Kuhn ’16, 
Co-Captain Fiona Yon-
kman ’16, Liz Irvin ’17, 
Evelyn Mesler ’17, Sofie 
Brown ’18, Olivia Bro-
kaw ’18, Molly Katarincic 
’18, and Coxswain Grace 
Hannam ’17, in order of 
seat.

From the start of the 
race, G1 was unable to 
come together as a team 
and connect with each 
other.

Brown said, “In our 
race we struggled to 
find a rhythm and swing 
which made the race feel 
very frenzied and a little 
panicky.”

The G2 lineup fea-
tured Elizabeth Duserick 
’16, Kristen Overly ’16, 
Alex-Maree Roberts ’16, 
Paloma Blandon ’17, Car-
oline Corwin ’17, Janneke 
Evans ’18, Allegra Stew-
art ’18, and Elaine Irvin 
’19. Like G1, G2 struggled 
to row as a unit. 

Stewart said, “We 
weren’t connected and 
so we lacked power 
at the front end of the 
stroke. We also struggled 
to stay together and all 
finish at the same time, 
this not only made us 
more disconnected but 
also prevented us from 
utilizing the full stroke 
for maximum power.”

Andover will use this 
race as motivation for 
every rower to work 
hard in preparation for 
the New England Inter-
scholastic Rowing Asso-
ciation (Neira) Champi-
onship.

“I think that we have 

improved throughout 
the season but we are 
still missing that com-
petitive edge that we 
need in order to see our 
desired results at Nei-
ras,” said Blandon. “This 
past weekend was defi-
nitely a wake up call for 
us and an indicator of the 
work we have ahead of 
us before Neiras.”

“We have two weeks 
until then, so I feel that 
we all just need focus in 
on improving every day 
and continuing to get 
stronger so that we line 
up to race in two weeks 
we will be both mentally 
and physically focused,” 
she continued.

In the two weeks An-
dover has before Neiras, 
each of the boats hopes 
to row more strongly and 
cohesively than before.

Stewart said, “We are 
going to focus on look-
ing forward and staying 
together. A lot of our 
problem is that we don’t 
stay connected - there is 
no spark or jump at the 
catch. We have so much 
power in our boat that if 
we can all stay together 
and send the signal back 
to each other we will go 
much faster.”

GIRLSCREW

ANANDA KAO

T.RYNNE/THE PHILLIPIAN

Post-Graduate Erin Gallo ’16 will be playing at Columbia University next year.

COURTESY OF ANDOVER CREW
The boys of B2 overcame Tabor by 0.7 seconds and lost to Exeter by 4.7 seconds.

COURTESY OF ANDOVER CREW
Stroke of G2, Olivia Brokaw ’18, and seven seat Claudia Leopold ’18  look to gain the advantage. 
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Girls Earn Playoff Berth

Receiving a quick pass from 
Co-Captain Sasha Newton ’16, 
Morgan Rooney ’17 turned her 
defender and whipped a shot 
cross cage into the upper right 
corner to clinch Andover’s 9-8 
win against Loomis Chaffee on 
Wednesday. The victory earned 
Andover a spot in the New 
England Preparatory School 
Athletic Conference (Nepsac) 
Championship playoffs.

Earlier this week, the team 
fell to Deerfield 3-6 and to Hop-
kins 3-10. The win over Loomis 
and recent losses finalized An-
dover’s season record at 7-5. 

Against Loomis, Andover fo-
cused on utilizing its teamwork 
and communication to earn its 
spot in the playoffs.

Newton said, “I think we won 
because of our collective desire 
to win, and because we played 
as a team. We had fantastic de-
fense, we were communicat-
ing and double-teaming which 
worked really well. In general 
we all played so well and played 
together. We played to our true 
potential today.”

Rooney said, “Today was the 
best game we have ever played 
as a team. We worked together 
and passed well, keeping up our 
energy and intensity the entire 
time. We never gave up, even 
when we were down by a couple 
of goals.”

Additionally, Andover played 
a heavy press defense to mini-
mize Loomis’ opportunities to 
score. The team remained calm 
under pressure and played clean, 
effectively minimizing fouls. 

Jess Gearan ’18 said, “We 
played an excellent press de-
fense and followed Loomis’s 
drives so that they didn’t get any 
close shots. Our offense was very 
aggressive. We stayed calm and 
made smart passes.”

Veteran player Anna Dear ’16 
excelled in the goal, remaining 
resolute under a barrage of shots 
from Loomis.

Newton said, “Anna was so 
incredible in goal. She was on 
fire, blocking goals left and right 
including a penalty shot, which 
is really hard to do.”

In its games against Hopkins 
and Deerfield, Andover’s offense 
faltered due to the team missing 
opportunities to score. 

Rooney said, “Our defense 
was really awesome, we had 
great defense. However, we kept 
overlooking hole set or making 
unsafe passes into hole set that 
led to offensive opportunities 
to fizzle out. Both Deerfield and 
Hopkins had one strong player 
so we were preoccupied on mak-
ing sure she didn’t score rather 
than working our offensive op-
portunities.”

Andover’s aggressive style of 
play in its match against Hop-
kins also led to multiple fouls 
and ejections, which helped cre-
ate shooting opportunities for its 
opponent.

Despite the score, Andover 
had some bright spots in its per-
formance. The team utilized ef-
fective communication to score 
against its opponents, and also 
constructed a strong defense 
throughout both games.

Gearan said, “Deerfield and 
Hopkins both had one domi-
nant player, so our defense had 
to double team her and press her 
hard. We did a very good job at 
this, but not so much at defend-
ing the counterattack, which 
was where most of their goals 
were scored.”

Andover will face Green-
wich Academy at the Bruns-
wick School on Saturday, hoping 
to earn its spot in the Nepsac 
Championship. 

Editor’s Note: Sarah Al-Maya-
hi is an Illustration Editor for 
The Phillipian.

JULIETTE FARMER

Little ’16 Smashes School Records

Captain Camille Little ’16 
shattered two Andover Girls 
Track & Field records during 
Andover’s 135-4-54-48 rout 
of Cushing Academy, Pingree 
School, and Concord, respec-
tively, in last Wednesday’s home 
meet. Little sprinted to first-
place finishes and school records 
in the 100-Meter and 200-Meter, 
with times of 12.03 seconds and 
25.14 seconds, respectively.  

Little said, “I was really ex-
cited about my 100 because I 
hadn’t run a time even close to 
that in over a year. I personal-
ly wasn’t even really thinking 
about the school record; I was 
just thinking about my personal 
times. It was a gorgeous day out, 
and I was feeling really good, so 
I was hoping to just get a good 
time in the 200. I wasn’t neces-
sarily going for a record or any-
thing; I was just really focused 
on getting a good time.”

Fredericka Lucas ’18, who 
has been a teammate of Little 
for two seasons, said, “We knew 
that [the races were] really fast, 
and she won by a huge margin. I 
talked to her after her race, and 
she said that she had felt fast and 
felt amazing, but we didn’t really 
know that she had broken a re-
cord until the next practice… it 
was a pretty big deal.”

Recently, Little has focused 
specifically on her start and ac-
celeration, hoping to improve 
her overall times. 

She said, “I think the older I 
get the more I realize how im-
portant, especially in the 100, 
your start is and your first 20 
Meters of the race. I’ve been 
working hard at it!”

“I felt like I had a solid start, 
especially in my 100. I didn’t re-
ally know how that would man-
ifest, but right before I started 
the race I was like here is what 
I’m going to focus on because 
this is what we were focusing on 
a couple of days before. I’m go-
ing to really get my knees up and 
move my arms really hard at the 
start,” continued Little.

Along with starting strong, 
Little has accredited much of 
her success on Wednesday and 
throughout the season to her 
disciplined training schedule.

“I’ve been taking my my 
weight training very seriously 
this year,” said Little. “I’ve been 
working at that since October, so 
it’s been a long progression, and 
it’s the one thing that I think has 
made a really, really big differ-
ence to me this year.”

With Interschols looming 
this weekend, Little has shifted 
the focus away from herself and 
towards the team and its goals.

“Ultimately, my primary goal 
is to try to contribute as much 
as I possibly can. I look at In-
terschols as a personal thing, 
but also, even more so, as a team 
meet because this is a meet 
where the team scores points 
and we just really want to win as 
a team,” said Little.

Lucas said, “I think [Little’s 
records] definitely set a prece-
dent for setting new [Personal 
Records] and how competitive 
we are as a team, especially 
against ourselves and against the 
other teams [at Interschols].”     

Leading by example is not 
new for Little. After four years 
of running Track & Field at An-
dover, she has honed not only 
her skills as a runner, but also as 
a leader.

“It’s my fourth year on the 
team,” said Little. “I really try 
to be helpful in terms of helping 
younger students with form and 
trying to talk to as many people 
on the team about their expe-
riences because even though 
we’re all at different levels, we 
all go through common strug-
gles.”

Little plans to continue her 
Track career next year at Rice 
University, but her legacy at An-
dover will endure.

Lucas said, “I think we’ll miss 
her a lot, but she gives us some-
thing to aspire to because not 
only do her records stand, but 
also the level of competition that 
she has set the team at right now 
will definitely give us something 
to build up to for next year.”

GIRLSTRACK&FIELD

CEDRIC ELKOUH

Andover Fails to Recover from Early Set Losses in Tournament Showing

In Andover Boys Volley-
ball’s Founding Four Tourna-
ment semifinal match against 
Northfield Mount Hermon 
(NMH), Co-Captain Evan Park 
’18 tallied 14 of 14 serves and 
recorded two aces. Ultimately, 
Andover fell 3-1, but the team 
improved immensely in its 
loss. Its record stands at 4-5. 

Andover began the game 
heavy-footed, going down 
2-0 in sets early in the match. 
Heading into the third set, the 
team was determined to turn it 
around.

After starting on a 6-0 run, 
Andover stayed strong and fin-
ished the set 26-24 to draw one 
set closer to its opponent.

In the final set, an early 5-1 
deficit proved fatal, and An-
dover was knocked out of the 
tournament after losing 25-16.

Co-Captain Austin Tuan ’17 
said, “What we did well and 
what we did poorly go hand 
in hand. We lost the sets that 
we did because we couldn’t 
drum up the energy to cut off 
their serving runs early, so we 
started all of those sets off at 
least 0-5 or so. What the final 
score of the sets don’t reflect 
is that, once we started getting 
into our rhythm, we did a good 
job of coming back from those 
point deficits. In the end, it 
wasn’t enough. In the set that 
we won, we got off to an early 
lead, and made sure they nev-
er got more than three or four 
points per rotation.”

Roberto Rabines ’16 had a 
strong game, stepping up to 
the service line confidently as 
well as playing exceptional de-
fense. 

Tuan said, “[Head Coach 
Clyfe Beckwith] subbed Ro-
berto in without prior warn-
ing for [Noah Wintman ’16] in 
the back row, and Roberto re-
ally stepped up the defense in 
his position. He had a perfect 
serving percentage and made 

some amazing plays.”
The game was Andover’s 

third match against NMH, 
with the previous two being 
losses. Even though the final 
outcome was a loss, Andover 
has seen much improvement 
since its first encounter with 
NMH. 

Coach Beckwith said, “The 
team learned to cover for 
each other, learned to give an 
extra little effort that would 
then spark teammates to give 
a little more as well. With so 
many newcomers to the game 
we spent a lot of time building 
skills and only recently bene-
fitted from strategy.”

“Over the course of the sea-
son, we’ve come to communi-
cate a lot more effectively and 
play as a team, rather than ex-
ecute single plays individual-
ly. Part of that comes from the 
fact that we have really great 
team chemistry, and part of 
that is just us getting experi-
ence playing with each other 
on the court,” said Tuan.

Andover’s next match will be 
against Phillips Exeter Acade-

my, the victor of the Founding 
Fathers tournament. Despite 
the achievements of its oppo-
nent, Andover will go into the 
game with a positive attitude 
and hopes for an upset. 

Sean Pan ’17 said, “They 
have hard hitters and great 

blockers who have been con-
sistent all season so we’re 
looking to counter that with 
better defense and hustle. It’s 
going to be a tough game but 
we can pull it off if we start off 
aggressive.”

BOYSVOLLEYBALL

Former JV Swimmer Andrew Wilson ’12 Qualifies for Olympic Trials

Andrew Wilson ’12, as of May 
15, stands as the fastest American 
swimmer in the 100-Meter Breast-
stroke, and the six-fastest swimmer 
in the 200-Meter Breaststroke. 
Since competing at Andover under 
the coaching staff of Jacques Hu-
gon ’79 and David Fox, Wilson has 
transformed into an Olympic quali-
fying swimmer.

Originally from Bethesda, Md., 
Wilson began his Andover career 
as a Junior. While at Andover, he 
played for Boys Water Polo, Swim-
ming & Diving, Lacrosse, and Ul-
timate Frisbee; in his Senior year, 
Wilson captained Boys Water Polo 
and Boys Swimming. But, his suc-
cess in swimming was not imme-
diate. Wilson began swimming for 
Andover on Junior Varsity as a Ju-
nior, only making the Varsity squad 

as a Lower.
“Andrew’s development from 

being a member of our Junior Var-
sity swimming team in 2009 to 
being the fastest American in the 
100 Breaststroke so far in 2016 is 
among the most remarkable ath-
letic evolutions of which I have 
ever heard in the history of sports,” 
wrote Head Coach Fox in an email 
to The Phillipian.

Wilson chose to continue his 
education at Emory University in 
Atlanta, Ga. Academically, Wilson 
decided to major in Physics and 
Applied Mathematics. Athletically, 
he chose to try out for the Division 
III Emory swim team.

As a freshman, Wilson strug-
gled to make the Emory team in 
2012. With determination and hard 
work, however, Wilson was able 
to make massive improvements, 
specifically in his specialty event, 
the 100-Yard Breaststroke. 

“It’s really a combination of his 
determination, work ethic, and 
drive, along with the fact that phys-
ically he has really developed over 
the last three years. It’s the perfect 
storm – he was waiting to become 
great and just needed the opportu-
nity to bring it forward,” said Emo-
ry Head Coach Jon Howell in an in-
terview with the “Emory Report.”

Wilson dropped four seconds 

off of his 100-Yard Breaststroke 
time his freshman year, nearly two 
seconds his sophomore year, and 
then three more seconds his junior 
year. This feat led to a national title 
in the 100-Yard Breaststroke at the 
National Collegiate Athletic Asso-
ciation (NCAA) Division III Cham-
pionships, as well as a Division III 
record with a time of 51.72. Wilson 
also collected national titles and re-
cords in the 200-Yard Breaststroke 
and the 200-Yard Individual Med-
ley.

His accomplishments at the Di-
vision III NCAA Championships 
resulted in him being named NCAA 
Division III Men’s Swimmer of the 
Year. Additionally, Wilson earned 
the University Athletic Association 
(UAA) Rookie of the Year award. 
He was also a UAA Champion and 
member of the All-UAA Team.

In addition to swimming for 
three years at Emory, Wilson also 
trained with the Division I program 
at the University of Texas at Austin. 
As Emory is a Division III insti-
tution, Division III rules restrict 
Wilson’s coach, Jon Howell, from 
training him year round. There-
fore, Wilson also trained with 
Texas to allow him to swim year-
round. Texas is currently ranked 
first in Division I Swimming, after 
winning the 2016 Division I Men’s 

Swimming and Diving National 
Championship this past season. 

“In my view, being at Andover 
helped Andrew learn to prioritize 
and focus, to work hard and set 
goals. Each of these things has con-
tributed to his current success. Just 
as important, Andover protected 
Andrew: When he decided to fully 
commit to swimming, his body and 
his mind were ready to do it. Had 
Andrew followed the traditional 
swimming path – training year-
round with two practices a day – I 
am certain not only that he would 
never have attained this level of 
success but also that he would be 
burned out,” said Fox.

Wilson qualified for the Olym-
pic Trials, where he will compete 
in six weeks time for a spot on the 
Olympic Team headed to Rio de 
Janeiro this summer. To qualify for 
the Olympic Team, Wilson must 
place in the top two at either event 
at the Trials, held in Omaha, Nev. 

“Should he qualify for the U.S. 
Olympic Team at the end of June, 
Andrew will have done something 
unique in the history of swimming, 
and his phenomenal improvement 
is testament to his extraordinary 
athleticism, effort, and commit-
ment, and no one is more deserving 
of such success,” said Fox. 

JULIETTE FARMER

Alumni Report

COURTESY OF PHILLIPS ACADEMY
Captain Camille Little ’16 broke her own record in the 100-Meter Dash.
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Co-Captain Evan Park ’18 looks to set up a spike. 
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COURESY OF EMORY ATHLETICS
Andrew Wilson ’12 races in the 100-Meter and 200-Meter Breastroke.
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GIRLSTENNIS

Girls Win at Invitational

Striking powerful ground 
strokes from the baseline, sec-
ond seed Dariya Zhumashova 
’17 clinched a 6-4, 6-0 victory 
over Kingswood Oxford in the 
final round at the de Villafran-
ca Invitational Tennis Tour-
nament at Kent on Saturday. 
She was the only player on An-
dover Girls Tennis to win her 
flight.

Zhumashova kept her op-
ponents on their toes, moving 
them throughout the court 
to secure both a 10-0 sweep 
against Taft in the semifinals 
and her win during the finals.

As a team, Andover tied for 
first with Kingswood Oxford 
at the de Villafranca tourna-
ment. The team went on to 
earn its seventh sweep of the 
season against Thayer, with a 
9-0 win on Wednesday.

At the tournament on Sat-
urday, Co-Captain Reagan 
Posorske ’17 placed second in 
her first seed singles match. 
She trumped Hotchkiss 10-0 
in the semifinals, using in-
tense determination and deci-
sive play to earn an easy win.

After dominating her first 
match, Posorske fell to Green-
wich Academy 4-6, 7-5, 13-15 
in the finals during an intense 
three-point tie-breaker. 

In the absence of Sewon 
Park ’17, Katherine Hu ’19 
stepped up to play doubles 
with Co-Captain Isabella Hae-
gg ’16. Playing as partners for 
the first time, Haegg and Hu 
ultimately fell 10-11 in the 
semifinals to Greenwich in 
one of the closest matches of 
the day.

Haegg said, “I’m really hap-
py and proud of our perfor-
mance given the opponents we 
faced had experience playing 
together for at least an entire 
season. We ended up winning 
a lot of clutch points to close 
out good wins; we even had 
a match point or two in the 
semifinals. The match went 
back and forth from 8-9 to 10-9 
to eventually 10-11, so it was 
only a matter of a few points 
that determined the match 
and a few unforced errors on 
our end.”

In Wednesday’s 9-0 win 
over Thayer, Andover dropped 
only seven games in singles 
out of six individual matches. 
Playing in the first seed spot, 
Posorske swept 8-0 with con-
trolled strokes, and second 
seed Zhumashova locked an 
8-2 win over her opponent.

Third seed Park outplayed 
her opponent 8-0 with accu-
rately placed groundstrokes. 
Fourth seed Haegg beat her 
opponent 8-4, Hu comfort-
ably secured an 8-0 win, and 
sixth seed Lauren Fanning ’19 
trumped her opponent 8-1.

In doubles, first seeds 
Posorske and Zhumashova 
dominated 8-1, second seeds 
Park and Haegg beat their op-
ponents 8-2, and third seeds 
Charlotte Welch ’18 and Lau-
ren Fanning ’19 secured an 8-1 
victory. 

Welch said, “Our opponents 
had very strong serves, but 
Lauren and I matched the pace 
they were feeding us. We kept 
our energy up and played as 
decisively as possible, despite 
the strong wind that day.”

Andover will compete in 
New England Prep School 
Athletic Council Team Cham-
pionships on Saturday and 
hopes to round out the season 
on a strong note.

ISABELLE BICKS

Boys Ride 7 Game Win-Streak into Playoffs

Applying heavy topspin, 
Captain Chris Kralik ’16 stood 
at the baseline and fired off a 
perfectly placed shot, which 
forced his doubles opponent 
into a lunge. Noticing this, 
Anupreeth Coramutla ’17, Kra-
lik’s partner, rushed to the net 
when the ball was returned 
and volleyed it far away from 
both of the opponents’ reach-
es. This volley secured the ser-
vice game and brought Ando-
ver to a 7-2 lead in its doubles 
match against Choate. Kralik 
and Coramutla went on to win 
8-2.

This week, Andover played 
two teams, Brooks School and 
Choate Rosemary Hall. The 
team swept Brooks 7-0 and de-
feated Choate 6-1. The Ando-
ver Boys Tennis team current-
ly has a win streak of 7 games 
and a record of 8-2.

Boasting a five game win 
streak at the time, Ando-
ver was excited to get on the 
courts and challenge Brooks. 
Inclement weather last week 
ruined practice times and op-
portunities, and each member 
of the team was eager to play. 
Contrary to regulation rules, 
the game against Brooks be-
gan with singles matches. The 
coaches chose this as a precau-
tion in case of a rain-out. 

Against Brooks, the players’ 
confidence energized them 
completely. 

Kralik said, “We haven’t 
had a lot of practice because of 
the weather, but we have been 
playing well so we were more 
confident. I think we will be a 
very tough team to beat if we 
keep playing this well and with 
this confidence.”

Epitomizing Andover’s 
dominance was its ability 
to win every match without 
dropping a single set.

First and second singles, 
Coramutla and Brian Niguidu-
la ’17, won 6-1, 6-2, and 6-3, 6-1 
respectively. Both players used 
their own play styles to outlast 
their opponents and won deci-
sively. 

Kralik said, “Preeth is just 
really consistent and very good 
at mixing things up with the 
ball different spins, slices, dif-
ferent speeds… Brian is just a 
grind. He grinds on the court. 
Doesn’t miss and just wears 
down his opponent… The play-
ers use their own play styles 
to beat whoever they play and 
they did that against Brooks.”

Third singles, Kralik, had 
the closest match. Kralik’s op-
ponent won six games over the 
course of two sets with the fi-
nal match score settling as 6-4, 
6-2. 

Fourth singles, Chase Den-
holm ’18, fifth singles, Jona-
than Jow ’16 and sixth singles, 
Tyler Shen ’17 also handedly 
defeated their opponents, only 
dropping seven games be-
tween the three matches. The 
final scores were 6-2 - 6-1, 6-1 - 
6-0, and 6-3 - 6-0, respectively.

Next, Andover began the 
doubles matches and quickly 
won the doubles point. First 
doubles won 6-4, second dou-
bles won 6-1, and third doubles 
won 6-2. 

After the Brooks sweep, 
Andover was excited to play 
Choate. Going into the match, 
both teams had a record of 7-2, 
and both the players and the 
coaches knew Choate would 
be a tough team to beat. 

Denholm said, “Going to 
Choate in a road game that far 
away, we knew we had to come 
out quickly in the doubles. We 
had a hot start, which means 
we didn’t have a warm up, so 
we used our doubles momen-
tum to push into our singles 
matches and continued our ag-
gressive play against Choate’s 
players.” 

The match began with 
eight-game pro set doubles 
matches. First doubles won 
8-2 and second doubles won 
8-3. These two wins secured 
Andover the doubles point and 

gave Andover a great start. 
Accelerating off its dou-

bles matches, Andover singles 
play was much of the same. 
Each player won their match 
in two sets except for Shen, 
the sixth singles. Shen lost his 
match 6-3, 0-6, 2-6. The game 
against Choate ended with a 
final score of 6-1, and the team 
drove back triumphant after 
its seventh win in a row. 

Commenting on the team’s 
doubles prowess, Denholm 
said, “In terms of Preeth and 
Chris they work very well to-
gether. Because Preeth is effi-
cient at the net and they both 
have big serves which is help-
ful in doubles. For myself and 
Brian, we work really well to-
gether because we set each 
other up a lot and we are very 
consistent. We basically have 
the same doubles mindset. 
Jow and Shen have constant-
ly shown that their consisten-
cy in their doubles matches 
proves to be a huge advantage 
as they can out-rally any of 
their opponents and finish off 
points quickly if they need to 
at the net.” 

The team will face its home-
town rival, Andover High 
School, next. Andover hopes to 
extend its win streak to eight 
games and defeat Andover 
High for the second time this 
season. The team also looks 
to succeed in the playoffs this 
weekend.

BOYSTENNIS

ANJUNAE CHANDRAN

Haghdan ’17 Pitches No-Hitter

On Saturday, Co-Cap-
tain Kristina Haghdan ’17 
took to the mound for An-
dover Softball, pitching a 
no-hitter to lead Andover 
to a resounding shutout of 
12-0 against Deerfield.

Haghdan said, “My 
strategy was to go ahead 
in the count which is a 
typical strategy, but I was 
lucky in the fact that the 
other team wasn’t swing-
ing in the beginning of the 
game. Closer to the end I 
they were getting more ag-
gressive at the plate, which 
ended up in hurting them.”

Only one of Deerfield’s 
players made it to first 
base throughout the entire 

game, albeit through an 
error. The game allowed 
Haghdan to hone her 
pitching skills in a more 
relaxed environment.

Margaret Bragdon ’18 
said, “Deerfield is not the 
strongest team so Kristi-
na saw the opportunity 
to pitch well and took ad-
vantage. Kristina is always 
focused on self improve-
ment and getting stronger 
each game.”

This performance, no 
exception to Haghdan’s 
stellar pitching this sea-
son, is a reflection of the 
hard work that the team is 
committed to producing. 
Haghdan, as a leader on 
the team in spirit and skill, 
has played a role in this 
tireless attitude.

Teammate Julia Mor-
rissey ’18 said, “Kristina is 
a really great leader of the 
team. She is a really great 
athlete as well as great 
mentally. As a player she 
knows exactly what the 
other pitchers are thinking 
and how to hit off them.”

Haghdan’s strategy is to 
stay positive and to try to 
bring the team together, 
leaving all of her energy 
out on the diamond.

“I don’t focus on the 
negative if I’m struggling 
or not doing the best of 
my ability. I have the abil-
ity to not dwell on it and 
look forward to improving 
when in a game,” Haghdan 
said.

Haghdan brings strong 
mental fortitude to the 
team in abundance, not 
only improving her abili-
ties but also boosting the 
team’s performance in 
general.

Bragdon said, “Kristina 
is good at tuning every-
thing out and focusing on 
her own pitching and play-
ing. Her determination 
helps herself and the team 
stay level headed through-
out long games and long 
innings.”

With Haghdan at the 
helm, Andover looks 
poised to defend its Big 
East Tournament Champi-
onship.

Haghdan said, “During 
practices, we are going to 
keep our main goal in per-
spective, which is to win 
the Big East Tournament. 
The only way to do that is 
to try out hardest during 
practice, which will trans-
late during games. We will 
continue to motivate each 
other and work harder.”

AKESH SHAH

SOFTBALL FEATURE Photo of the Week

Andover’s distance runners, led by Elizabeth Tran ’19, round the track. 
K.WANG/ THE PHILLIPIAN
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Co-Captain Reagan Porsorske ’17 races to return her opponent’s ball. 

COURTESY OF PHILLIPS ACADEMY
Brian Niguidula ’17 prepares for a serve. He won his singles match 6-3, 6-1.

S.CARMICHAEL/THE PHILLIPIAN

Co-Captain Kristina Haghdan ’17 pitched Andover’s way to a 
12-0 win over Deerfield.
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Arms and Bats on Fire as Andover Sets Sights on a Championship

With five straight wins, 
Andover Baseball will head 
into the Central New England 
Prep School Baseball League 
(Cnepsbl) championship tour-
nament this weekend playing 
its best baseball of the season. 
The 7-1 and 12-0 wins against 
Deerfield on Saturday, com-
bined with a 12-3 win at Tabor 
on Wednesday, brought its re-
cord to 15-3.

Co-Captain John Simourian 
’16 headed Andover’s offensive 
onslaught on Tabor, hitting 
two home runs, a double, and a 
single. Sam Conte ’18 also hit a 
home run against Tabor, which 
lost to Andover by two points 
earlier this season.

Andover used a myriad of 
pitchers to record the win. 
Jordan Aucoin ’17, Conte, and 
Nick Latham ’16 each pitched 
two innings, and Anthony Red-
fern ’18 pitched one.

Earlier in the week, Ando-
ver played two games against 
Deerfield. In the first game of 
the double header, Travis Lane 
’18 pitched a complete game. 
He gave up just two hits and 
one run, while recording five 
strikeouts.

Lane said, “Against Deer-
field I really focused on con-

trol. Keeping the ball low and 
letting my defense get outs for 
me was key. All the infielders 
and outfielders played awe-
some and that gives extra con-
fidence to whoever is on the 
mound.”

Head Coach Kevin Graber 
said, “We were focused on the 
challenge of facing a legit start-
ing pitcher who’s going to be a 
college baseball player. And it 
was a good test for us, because 
early on in game one, there 
was some good baseball being 
played. All week we worked on 
systematic at bats, picking out 
our pitches in our locations 
and letting anything else go. 
And that’s what we did against 
Deerfield’s starting pitcher in 
game one. We were surgical 
and systematic, we waited on 

good pitches, and we hit them 
really hard.”

Andover’s offense got start-
ed early. Taylor Beckett ’17 sin-
gled in the bottom of the first, 
and then scored on a John Si-
mourian single.

After scoring two runs in 
the third, Andover explod-
ed for a three run rally in the 
fifth inning. Conte hit a leadoff 
double, and came home on a 
single hit by Joe Simourian ’18. 
Richie Ciufo ’16 singled, Beck-
ett reached on an error, and 
John Simourian doubled in the 
inning.

In the sixth inning, Robby 
Cerulle ’17 reached home to 
give the game its final score.

“You draw on the confi-
dence of knowing that we’ve 
already seen their best arm, 

and we handled it pretty well. 
There’s plenty more baseball 
to be played, and we’re not 
going to see an arm as good as 
that,” Graber said.

After effectively controlling 
Deerfield’s top pitcher in the 
first game, Andover’s offense 
came out swinging. The sec-
ond game of the double head-
er ended 12-0 in favor of the 
home team.

John Simourian and Red-
fern each hit a single, a double, 
got one RBI, and scored two 
runs. Lane hit two singles and 
got two RBIs. Andover capital-
ized on two walks to score six 
runs in the fourth inning.

Matt Wesoloski ’16 got the 
start on the mound. The post-
graduate went five innings 
without giving up a run and 

notched nine strikeouts. Con-
te and Aucoin each pitched 
an inning to get the combined 
shutout.

With the regular season 
complete, Andover’s play-
off bracket is set. It will play 
Exeter, which it split a dou-
bleheader this season, in the 
semifinal. The winner of that 
game will go on to face either 
Tabor or Worcester, who beat 
Andover twice in as many 
games this year.

“We are on fire right now,” 
said Jancsy. “As [Coach Graber] 
says, this time of year is when 
we need to be playing our best 
baseball and right now that is 
what we are doing. Everyone 
is contributing offensively and 
our defense has been sound all 
year.”

LEO BROTHER

GIRLSLACROSSE

Andover Drops Two Games

Beth Krikorian ’17 charged 
down the field late in the second 
half against Thayer on Wednes-
day and fired a shot into the back 
of the net to score her third goal 
of the game. Despite her efforts, 
Andover Girls Lacrosse ultimately 
fell to Thayer 7-5. Coupled with an 
18-5 loss to an undefeated Loom-
is squad earlier in the week, the 
team’s record now stands at 4-7.

Against Thayer, Andover dis-
played great individual perfor-
mances across the board. In ad-
dition to Krikorian’s hat trick, 
Co-Captain Kelly McCarthy ’16 
and attacker Nora McNamara-Bor-
dewick ’16 each scored one goal, 
while attacker Meghan Ward ’19 
and midfielder Ananda Kao ’18 
each had one assist. Additionally, 
goalie Annie Lord ’19 made five 
crucial saves for Andover.

The team, however, struggled 
with its ability to force turnovers, 
as well as with its ability to fluidly 
implement new plays.

“Overall, we didn’t feel or play 
as connected as we have in past 
games. On offense, we needed 
to spread out, and move the ball 
quickly in order to create chanc-
es,” said Kao. “We forced feeds and 
shots throughout the game. When 
we did get shots, we didn’t place 
them, resulting in many goalie 
saves and turnovers.”

“Defensively, we were caught 
flat-footed many times when de-
fending their transitions. However, 
we did have a few key stops and 
turnovers. But many times when 

we got the ball in our defensive 
zone, we had a hard time transi-
tioning throughout the midfield. 
We found success when we spread 
out, and cut back to the ball. This 
resulted in a couple of fast breaks,” 
she continued.

Last Saturday, Andover traveled 
south to take on Loomis in its tenth 
game of the season. Although 
Loomis entered the game with an 
undefeated record, Andover hoped 
to sustain its strong defense and 
remain calm on the attack to allow 
for more opportunities for offen-
sive possession.  

Midfielder Katherine McIntire 
’19 said, “We did a better job of 
running our backer defense, which 
I think helped us to improve our 
communication and connections 
on defense.” 

The team, though proud of its 
defensive efforts, struggled to keep 
up its intensity for the whole game 
and lost 18-5.

Looking ahead, Andover hopes 
to continue improving its ability to 
maintain its energy throughout the 
entire game.

Kao said, “With three games 
left, we want to play our hardest, 
and play together. This season has 
been a test of grit and character, 
with many injuries and illnesses 
throughout the season. Now, near-
ing the end of the season, it is up 
to us how we want to end our sea-
son. We want to leave it all out on 
the field, have no regrets coming 
out of each practice and game, and 
most importantly support each 
other and be there for each other 
throughout it all.”

Andover looks to convert its 
hard work during practices into 
a win on the field this Saturday 
against Taft.

McIntire said, “Going into our 
final few games, we hope to give it 
our all and finish strong as a team 
with lots of energy throughout 
the first and second halves. We 
are aiming to play as a team and to 
compete for each other.”

JENNIFER LEE

Boys Struggle Offensively in Two Losses

Up against a talented oppo-
nent, Will Kantaros ’18 played 
a critical role in neutralizing 
the Brooks face-off man and 
stopping multiple fast breaks. 
Andover Boys Lacrosse fought 
hard but eventually fell 8-5 
against Brooks.

Andover Boys Lacrosse’s 
loss against Brooks on Monday 
was preceded by a 10-7 loss to 
Pomfret on Saturday, dropping 
the team’s record to 4-8.

Andover maintained offen-
sive possession for most of 
the game, countering Brooks’s 
prowess during face offs and 
then handling the ball well in 
the offensive end.

Head Coach Stephen More-
land said, “Brooks has a solid 
face off specialist who we han-
dled well. Our performance at 
X and good wing play was the 
key to our time of possession 
advantage.”

Despite the strong play on 
offense, Andover struggled 
to finish, missing many shots. 
Brooks, however, was also able 
to capitalize on most of its 
shots, which ultimately earned 
it the game. 

“We dominated time of 
possession today but shot 
very poorly, either choosing 
the wrong shot to take or not 

changing planes on our shots,” 
said Coach Moreland. “Credit 
to the goalie for sure though. 
He played well and we also hit 
several pipes.”

Nick Bevacqua ’19 said, “We 
dominated possession time 
and played very patient and 
disciplined offense, but we hit 
a ton of pipes. We could have 
capitalized on our finishing 
opportunities more. Our shots 
just weren’t dropping on Mon-
day. Plus, the few times they 
got the ball on offense, they 
somehow kept managing to 
score.”

Although closely trailing 
Brooks at the end of the fourth 
period, Andover lost its grip 
and Brooks was able to extend 
its lead.

“We were down by 1 with 
only a couple minutes left on 
the clock, and they scored a 
bunch real quick. It was kind 
of a bummer,” said Bevacqua.

Co-Captain Nick Ellerton 
’16, a Post-Graduate, said, “We 
played okay but not great. Our 
defense was strong – holding 
them to only seven goals – but 
they capitalized on a few bro-
ken plays and in transition that 
would be the difference. The 
offense possessed the ball well 
but weren’t able to penetrate 
the defense. Despite plenty of 
shots, their goalie was solid.”

Earlier in the week, Ando-
ver faced defeat against Pom-
fret.

“Honestly, the team did not 
play the best it could have,” 
said Larson Tolo ’18. “We were 
not fully there mentally or 
physically so we allowed for 
Pomfret to get the better of us. 
We just need to get into a con-
fident mindset. The problem 

is that when we get down, it 
is hard for us to rally and get 
back into the game. We just 
need to focus and believe in 
ourselves.”

With the season soon com-
ing to a close, there is still time 
to improve.

Coach Moreland said, “We 
are still young in terms of our 
lacrosse IQ, so we will keep 
drilling fundamentals in small 
sided situations to teach our 
boys the finer points of the 
game.”

Ellerton said, “We need to 
have a focused week of prac-
tice and really work on our 
systems both offensively and 
defensively heading into the 
last two games of the season in 
order to finish on a good note.”

With only two games left 
this season, the team looks to 
go out with a bang. This Satur-
day, Andover  looks for a win 
against Choate. Next week, 
Andover hopes to take Exeter.

Coach Moreland said, 
“At this point in the season 
though, the guys are tired 
from the long school year, so it 
is important for us to balance 
work and play. I want the boys 
to continue learning but also 
have fun these last two weeks.”

Tolo said, “We understand 
that we need to focus more 
and trust ourselves when we 
are on the field, as well as to 
practice in the same way that 
we hope to play. We are taking 
these adjustments to heart and 
hopefully we can perform in 
all aspects during our next two 
games. I am very excited and 
optimistic that we will do very 
well against the tough compe-
tition.”

BOYSLACROSSE

NICK SCHOELLER

BASEBALL
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Andrew Antonucci ’18 bursts by his opponent.  

Sam Conte ’18 fires a pitch towards the Deerfield batter. 
J.WOLFE/THE PHILLIPIAN

Jordy Fenton ’17 breaks the ball out of the defense.
K.WANG/ THE PHILLIPIAN
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CYCLING

Cycling Finishes Regular Season Strong

At the Gould Road Race on Sat-
urday, two of Andover Cycling’s 
riders placed second in their re-
spective categories. Co-Captain 
David Shamritsky ’17 clinched 
second place in Boys B and Jessica 
Wang ’18 took second in Girls A.

The course of the Gould Road 
Race was the hilliest race the 
team has had to ride this season, 
and each climb required a stable 
source of consistent energy. The 
headwind on that day was strong, 
which added to the physical de-
mands of the course.

In the Girls B race, Kristy Lam 
’17 placed highest at fourth place 
with a time of 1:23:39 hours. 

“The race itself was very chal-
lenging at times,” said Lam. “Road 
racing is different from time trials, 
because there are a lot more fac-
tors that are happening mentally. I 
basically focused all my energy on 
having a good field position, and I 
had in my head the coaches’ voices 
telling me not to get dropped. A lot 
of people fell behind over the hills, 
particularly the first big hill. I’m 
also very glad that I was able to 
finish the race without any crash-

es or accidents.”
On Wednesday, the end of the 

league season was concluded at 
the Profile School Road Race. 

Wang said, “The steep, dirt 
downhills of the course were ex-
tremely dangerous. Last year, I 
broke my collarbone on one of the 
descents. I concentrated on keep-
ing a clean line, being as aerody-
namic as I could going down the 
decline. I have quite a rough his-
tory with the Profile race, hav-
ing broken my collarbone on the 
course last year. This year, I want-
ed to have a clean, fast race with 
high spirits and no broken bones.”

The Profile School Road Race 
is a 24 mile course with a hill in 
the beginning of the race and a flat 
section in the middle. At the 17th 
mile, a massive hill stands as an 
obstacle for all riders.

Shamritsky placed fifth in Boys 
B and Isaac Newell ’18 placed 12th 
out of 24 riders. In the Boys C 
race, Vish Dhar ’19 placed 12th and 
Eric Osband ’19 followed close by 
and clinched 14th place out of 25 
cyclists. 

Co-Captain Meg Davis ’17 and 
Leah Adelman ’17 placed 15th and 
16th, respectively, in Girls A which 
consisted of 18 cyclers. 

“Today was unique in that 
Meg and I really worked togeth-
er during the race,” said Adelman. 
“We stuck together the whole 
race and by working together, we 
caught up to four other riders 
when there was a mile left.” 

Davis said, “Leah and I did 
work together the entire race. 
When we work together, we end 
up in a nice groove where Leah 
pulls on the downhills and I pull 
on the uphills. Although we didn’t 
make it, we did have an awesome 
race experience!”

In Girls C, Elizabeth Holubiak 
’18 placed third with a time of 
1:26:25. Lam and Marieta Rojas ’18 
placed ninth and 12th, respective-
ly.

Andover Cycling has complet-
ed the league season, but the team 
still has one more race remain-
ing. Andover will compete against 
Phillips Exeter Academy in an in-
dividual time trial on Friday.

Editor’s Note: Kristy Lam is an 
Advertisement Manager for The 
Phillipian.

YUJI CHAN

Andover Routs Andover High Under the Lights

Co-Captain James Wolfe ’17 
exploded into the air, towering 
over his Andover High School 
(AHS) opponent and snatching 
the disk for a remarkable point 
in Andover’s 15-1 point victory 
over AHS last Friday under the 
lights.

Andover brought its confi-
dence and offensive prowess to 
the table with many noteworthy 
plays such as Wolfe’s, blowing 
AHS out of the water.

Reuben Philip ’18 said, “We 
went into the game knowing 
that we were the better team. 
Even though we knew this we 
were able to play a high level 
of ultimate. Playing our level 
of ultimate rather than playing 
around their skill level played a 
huge role in our win.”

Playing under the lights with 
a home crowd energized the 
team and furthered its confi-
dence. 

Isaiah Lee ’19 said, “I think 
we had a really strong start in 
our game against AHS. We went 
into the game with a lot of en-

ergy. We were really excited 
going in, because our team was 
hyping it up for the entire week. 
We were mentally prepared and 
the momentum of the first point 
carried us all the way to the end. 
Playing under the lights only 
added to the thrill of the game 
and set an intense atmosphere 
for the team.”

This Wednesday, Andover 
faced off against Masconomet 

Regional High School, one of 
the toughest opponents of the 
season, and fell 15-4, dropping 
the season record down to 10-5.

Co-Captain Darian Bhath-
ena ’16 had numerous lay-out 
catches that kept Andover in 
the game. However, with the ab-
sence of Wolfe due to a knee in-
jury, the team struggled to pro-
duce a successful result. 

After the loss against Mas-

conomet, the team looks to im-
prove upon lacking areas of play 
before the New England Prep 
School Ultimate League (Nep-
sul) Championships. 

“One thing that we need to 
improve on is our awareness. 
We need to work on making 
cuts at the right time and into 
the right space. Especially for 
a tournament we need to make 
sure we use space efficiently so 

we don’t work harder than we 
have to,” said Philip.

This upcoming Saturday, 
Andover is headed to the New 
England Preparatory School Ul-
timate League (Nepsul) Cham-
pionships at Deerfield.

Editor’s Note: James Wolfe 
is a Photography Editor for The 
Phillipian.

ULTIMATE

ANDY KIM

Andover Falls to Talented BB&N Team

With the Lovell and 
Witherspoon Cup on 
the line, Andover fell to 
Phillips Exeter Acade-
my and defeated Gov-
ernor’s Academy in its 
stroke-play tri-match 
on Wednesday. The tri-
match, coupled with a 
10.5-1.5 loss to BB&N’s 
talented team, brought 
Andover’s record to 6-2-2.

The Lovell and With-
erspoon Cup is awarded 
to the team with the low-
est stroke total over the 
course of the season out 
of three tri-matches be-
tween Andover, Exeter, 
and Governor’s. Wednes-
day’s match marked the 
second leg of the compe-
tition, with the third and 
final leg played on Satur-
day.

After the first leg of 
competition, Andover 
trailed its rival Exeter by 
16 strokes, while holding 
a 37 stroke lead over Gov-
ernor’s. Andover entered 
Wednesday’s tri-match 
seeking to regain some 
ground against Exeter, 
while also maintaining 
its comfortable lead over 
Governor’s.

Ould Newbury Golf 
Club, the home course of 
Governor’s, brought high 
wind speeds and narrow 
fairways, and the match 
required accurate and 
precise shots.

Playing on the chal-
lenging course, Andover 

struggled to catch up to 
Exeter. With four na-
tionally ranked golfers 
and depth throughout its 
lineup, Exeter increased 
its lead to 27 strokes over 
Andover.

“We lost to them by 11 
strokes today, but I think 
everyone played pretty 
well given the difficulty 
of the course,” said Al-
exa Tsay ’17. “I shot a 39 
and left a lot of strokes on 
the course, because even 
though I was playing rel-
atively well for most of 
the holes, one small mis-
take can be really hard 
to recover from at Ould 
Newbury.”

Along with Tsay, Chel-
sea Liu ’16 contributed 
to Andover’s stroke play 
total, also posting a score 
of 39.

On Friday, Andover fell 
to a strong BB&N team by 
a margin of nine points. 
BB&N featured five play-
ers who shot below 40. 
Despite strong individ-
ual performances from 
Andover, BB&N’s depth 
proved to be too much to 
overcome for the team.

Co-Captain Peter 
Hahn ’16 said, “BB&N 
was probably the deepest 
team that we faced so far 
this year. They had play-
ers shooting even par all 
over the lineup. We just 
couldn’t keep up with 
their consistent play.”

Billy Stahley ’16, a 
Post-Graduate, was the 
lone bright spot for An-
dover, as he secured the 
team’s only individual 
win. Billy and David Todd 
’16 also halved their best 
ball match to obtain a half 
point. 

Liu and newcomer 
Harry Choi ’19 shot 38 
and 39, respectively, but 
both were unable to se-
cure victories despite 
their low scores.

John Witt ’18 delivered 
a two-over par perfor-
mance, yet he still lost to 
his opponent who shot an 
even par round of 36. Witt 
battled with his opponent 
throughout the match be-
fore finally falling on the 
last hole.

“We still feel confident 
about our ability after the 
BB&N match experience, 
knowing that in many 
cases we were able to car-
ry the match to the last 
hole,” said Witt.

With the Lovell and 
Witherspoon Cup at 
stake, the team looks to 

perform at its highest lev-
el this Saturday.

“There have been 
times this season where 
we’ve shown what we’re 
capable of, and we need 
to be able to put this loss 
behind us and play the 
way we know we can to 
take home the Lovell and 
Witherspoon Cups at the 
end of the season,” said 
Co-Captain Pranav Ta-
dikonda ’16.

Andover looks to fin-
ish its season strong, with 
its final match against 
Exeter and Governor’s at 
the prestigious Golf Club 
of New England.

Editor’s Note: Alexa 
Tsay is Executive Editor 
for The Phillipian.
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Reuben Philip ’18 extends beyond the outsretched arm of his Masconomet opponent to throw a pass. 
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Alexa Tsay ’17, as well as Chelsea Liu ’16, shot a team-low of 39.
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The weather is finally starting to get nicer. I promise you, summer will 
be here before we can say F-I-N-A-L-S. Here are some summer trends 
to get you thinking about the promise of all things fun, colorful, and 
frivolous ahead: let summer begin…

ConCerts
What not to miss this weekend:

Friday
Symphony and Chamber Orchestras

7:30 p.m. Cochran Chapel

Saturday
Charles Stacey ’16 – Senior Recital

7:30 p.m. Cochran Chapel

Sunday
Joel Peña ’16, Tevis Vitale ’16, 

Sean Hawkins ’16 – Senior Recital

3:00 p.m. Timken Room, Graves Hall

Wednesday
Student Recital

2:00 p.m. Timken Room, Graves Hall

Faculty Recital

6:30 p.m. Timken Room, Graves Hall

For more outfit ideas and tips, 
check out @cachetdechloe on Instagram!

Off-the-Shoulder or Shoulder Cut-
Out Tops: These styles started 
trending at the beginning of spring 
and are still going strong. Crisp cot-
ton fabric like poplin works best for 
these styles. And the color of choice 
this summer? Baby blue or white. 
These monochromatic colors will 
allow you to experiment with color-
ful skirts and shorts. A.LU/THE PHILLIPIAN

White Bottoms – Does anything 
scream summer more than white 
bottoms? We have a few great op-
tions this season. I’d advise you to go 
for a pair of white culottes. This cut 
is all over the runway in every ma-
terial and length possible. The best 
way to wear the culotte is with a 
cropped top or something form-fit-
ting to balance the loose bottom. S.AL-MAYAHI/THE PHILLIPIAN

Espadrilles: Espadrilles are the spring 
counterpart of booties. So many 
great options with this shoe! You can 
choose from a wide array of fabrics, 
heights, patterns, and colors. I suggest 
wearing the flat-form pair in a bright 
color with lace-ups. You can wear 
these espadrilles with jeans, skirts, 
shorts, and summer dresses!

S.AL-MAYAHI/THE PHILLIPIAN

From Mozart to Chopin: Sergio de Iudicibus ’16
Performs Traditional Classical Pieces in Senior Recital

Striking a jarring chord, Sergio 
de Iudicibus ’16 and Christopher 
Walter, Instructor in Music, dra-
matically shifted from a mellow 
section to a loud section of “Ron-
do in A major, D. 951” by Franz 
Schubert. Throughout the piece, 
de Iudicibus and Walter seemed 
to have a conversation, as their re-
spective parts alternated in pitch, 
melody, and dynamics.

De Iudicibus performed “Rondo 
in A major” during his Senior Re-
cital last Saturday night in the Pfat-
teicher Room of Graves Hall. The 
concert featured an assortment of 
classical music from the composers 
Frédéric Chopin, Wolfgang Ama-
deus Mozart, and Schubert. 

De Iudicibus opened his recital 
with two duet pieces, “Rondo in A 
major” as well as “Sonata for Four-
Hands in C major, K. 521” by Mo-
zart, which he performed on the 
harpsichord with Abbey Siegfried, 
Instructor in Music. Fast-paced 
and energetic, Mozart’s piece ac-
centuated the lower melody with 
high-pitched trills. Each section of 
the piece built louder and higher 
before reaching two low chords 
that signaled the start of the next 
section.

“I like [the piece] because it’s 
very childish in a way, because Mo-
zart wrote it with his sister so they 
could play it on tour when they 
were exposing their music to dif-
ferent people, and it’s very fun. It’s 
very jovial. I wouldn’t say imma-
ture, but it’s certainly very childish, 
very animated,” said de Iudicibus.

Following that piece, de Iudici-
bus performed “3 Mazurkas, Op. 
50” by Chopin on the piano. The 
first mazurka, a Polish folk dance, 
was a fast piece that featured 
swinging notes. Next, “No. 2 in 
A-flat major” was slow and fluid, 
slowly growing louder before gen-
tly dropping. The final section, “No. 
3 in C-sharp minor” started very 
high before gently cascading down 
repeatedly.

“I like the third mazurka that I 
played, because it’s very much like 
a Polish dance in the middle, but in 
the extreme ends it’s like two peo-
ple clashing with each other be-
cause they’re both singing the same 
melody, but they’re a bar apart and 
they’re in different sections of the 
keyboard. There’s an interesting 
feud between the both of them. It’s 
very intense; very intimate,” said de 
Iudicibus.

De Iudicibus closed his recital 
with the piece, “Fantasie in C Ma-

jor, D. 760 (Wanderer Fantasy)” by 
Schubert on the piano. The piece 
opened with a series of loud, low 
chords before ascending in scale, 
with rapid cascades of notes cre-
ating a smooth melody. The piece 
then moved to a slow, heavy sec-
tion that supported a higher refrain 
with deep, rumbling sounds. Sud-
den changes in pitch and in dynam-
ics led to a dramatic final chord to 
close the piece.

“The Schubert ‘Wanderer 
Fantasy’ is not only a show piece 
for technique but it’s also typical 
Schubert where there are gorgeous 
lyrical moments interspersed with 
these explosions as he goes from 
one emotion or one memory to an-
other,” said de Iudicibus. “It makes 
so many different ideas from the 
main melodic motif, which are the 
first four beats, and from those, that 
simple motif, it just goes on beauti-
ful tangents.”

Ever since de Iudicibus started 
playing piano when he was ten-
years old, he has studied music in-
tensely, taking advantage of oppor-
tunities to perform and learn new 
techniques. Even before he started 
piano, de Iudicibus had a passion 
for the art.

“My grandparents were both pi-
anists. My grandmother graduated 

from conservatory; my grandfather 
didn’t but he’s still very musical. 
I’ve always had a piano at home be-
cause of them, and I constantly lis-
tened to classical music in their car 
and with them. One day I listened 
to a radio broadcast and I decided 
to fiddle the notes around the pia-
no to see if I could simulate it, and 
that’s how [my passion for music] 
started,” said de Iudicibus.

On campus, de Iudicibus was 

influenced by Walter and Siegfried, 
his two accompanists, and turns to 
them for guidance.

“[Walter and Siegfried] noticed 
first of all, problems with my tech-
nique, and we resolved them,” said 
de Iudicibus. “We’ve also had a 
bunch of lessons and rehearsals to-
gether, and they gave me opportu-
nities that I’d never had before, like 
playing in baroque operas, accom-
panying chorus, loads of things.”

ANDI CHENG

C.MUNN/THE PHILLIPIAN
Sergio De Iudicibus ’16 plays both the piano and the harpsichord.

Stage Readings of Award-Winning Plays
Emphasize Impact of Mental Disabilities

Staring intently at a gameboy, 
Nick, a 7-year-old boy played by 
Jungwoo Park ’19, sits obliviously as 
a doctor diagnoses him with Multi-
ple Hereditary Exostoses (MHE), 
a condition in which bony bumps 
develop on a child’s bones. After 
the diagnosis, the scene around 
him freezes, and Nick walks out of 
his chair and declares to the audi-
ence, “I am a mutant boy.”

This scene was part of “Mutant 
Boy” by Bennett Sherr ’17, and it 
was one of three plays performed 
at last Saturday’s “No Shame In 
The Name” stage reading coordi-
nated by DREAM. DREAM, which 
stands for Disability Rights Educa-
tion Activism Mentorship, is a club 
on campus headed by Sherr and 
Valerie Zhang ’17 that seeks to raise 
awareness about disabilities. All of 
these plays were chosen from the 
winners of the 2015 Very Special 
Award Playwright Discovery Com-
petition.

Accompanying Park in “Mu-
tant Boy” was Jenni Lawson ’19 
playing Nick’s mother, Nicholas 
Miklaucic ’19 playing Nick’s fa-
ther, Felipe Chamon ’16 playing Dr. 
Navarro, and Clara Li ’19 reading 
stage directions. The play revolved 
around Nick’s diagnosis with 
MHE. Throughout the show, Nick 
broke out into several monologues 

to explain his emotions, while his 
parents and doctor froze. After the 
first half of the play, all supporting 
characters exited, and Nick deliv-
ered a long soliloquy about how 
his condition ended up ruining his 
family.

“I think it’s really interesting be-
cause when people usually think 
of disabilities, they usually think 
of people in wheelchairs and peo-
ple with missing limbs,” said Park. 
“mental disabilities such as autism, 
or Asperger’s, [Nick’s] condition, 
aren’t very visible. It certainly 
greatly influences how he goes 
about his life, but it isn’t outright 
kind of visible to other people, and 
I think that has greatly shaped how 
his disability impacts his relation-
ships with other people.”

In the original copy of “Mutant 
Boy,” Park’s character, Nick, was 
named after the writer. Sherr actu-
ally modeled the play after his own 
experience dealing with MHE, 
especially being a first-gene muta-
tion.

“ ‘Mutant Boy’ had started with 
an essay in eighth grade, either 
or seven grade. And it was just 
like, ‘Write a personal essay about 
something that has influenced your 
life,’ so I said, ‘Okay, I’ll write about 
my MHE.’ So I took that, and then 
I reworked it again as a monologue 
for Mr. Grimm’s Intro to Theatre 
class as sort of our final project,” 
said Sherr. “When I saw the com-

petition, or when I saw that I could 
use it again, I sat down, reworked 
it, added more characters in, re-
fined the plot, and then decided to 
send it in, and it worked.”

The opening performance of 
the stage readings was Catherine 
Valdez’s “Where the Colors Rest in 
The Nighttime.” The short play fea-
tured Chamon reading stage direc-
tions and Miklaucic as Kent, a man 
with complete achromatopsia, a 
disorder with which one is overly 
sensitive to light and can only see 
gray-scale colors. Iris, played by 
Abigail Johnson ’19, approaches 
Kent and rudely remarks about his 
inability to read. Kent goes on to 
talk about his disorder and the pain 
he’s endured from those who are 
prejudiced against him.

“In the play, [Kent] becomes a 
leader over other people because 
his uncle runs this very important 
factory, and so there’s a prevailing 
sentiment against that, because he 
isn’t able-bodied and other people 
are, that he shouldn’t be able to 
lead them. And in the play, there’s 
a red moon as he arrives. Because 
this is a fairly religious town and 
fairly superstitious, they think that 
this is some sort of evil, sort of tor-
rent showing that he has somehow 
rejected God,” said Miklaucic. 

The next play, “3 a.m. on a Park 
Bench,” was written by Paige Col-
vin and featured Lawson as So-
phia, a young woman diagnosed 
with clinical depression. Violet, 
played by Li, and Ethan, played 
by Park, are Sophia’s friends, and 
they sit with her on a park bench to 
discourage her suicidal thoughts. 
Sophia repeatedly insists that the 
world would move on without her, 
but Violet and Ethan insist that 
they wouldn’t forget her.

Park said, “[Ethan] provides 
some sort of sardonic humor to 
that conversation, and I think he 
serves to kind of lighten up the 
mood because he makes jokes and 
the two other girls punch him 
multiple times. I thought the play 
was well done, definitely, because 
depression and suicide is such a 
heavy topic and then I think [Col-
vin] kind of juxtaposed it with So-
phia’s interest in poetry to make it 
flow really well and be a really nice, 
coherent play.”

ROMULUS SOTTILE

T.RYNNE/THEPHILLIPIAN

Jungwoo Park ’19 reads the part of Nick in “Mutant Boy” by Bennett Sherr 
’17. 

ADVERTISEMENT



A12  |   ARTS & LEISURE                                     T h e  P h i l l i p i a n                      May 20, 2016

Arts&Leisure
P.ROSSANO/THE PHILLIPIAN

Footnotes, Formation, and Friendship: 
Dance Open Features Student Dancers and Choreographers

In complete darkness, a group 
of students dressed in black 
walked silently onto the stage 
of Steinbach Theatre in George 
Washington Hall. As “Formation” 
by Beyoncé began playing, the 
lights rose to reveal SLAM stand-
ing together with their hands uni-
formly positioned behind their 
backs in preparation to begin 
stepping.

Dance Open held four shows 
last Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, 
featuring 16 dances, each with a 
wide range of talent. This year’s 
show was directed by Sara Lu-
zuriaga ’16 and mentored by Ju-
dith Wombwell, Instructor and 
Chair in Theatre and Dance.

“[Dance Open] is truly an in-
credible show. It is entirely stu-
dent-choreographed, student-di-
rected, student-produced, and 

student-danced, and it has always 
been so cool to see this level of 
talent among students manifest 
itself in Dance Open… I was tru-
ly humbled to see how incredi-
ble the show this year was and 
to be able to help this show come 
about,” said Luzuriaga.

A number of students of vary-
ing grades and experience partici-
pated in Dance Open. 

“I really wanted to get the ex-
perience of working and collabo-
rating with other dancers in the 
dance community, and it was such 
a rewarding experience. I would 
say the majority of my inspiration 
came from the dance community 
at Andover and watching, over 
the last two years, how dance can 
be demonstrated in so many dif-
ferent ways,” said Daniela Ronga 
’18

Wombwell said, “It is always 
rewarding to see what the stu-
dents choose to do. I am a big fan 
of any opportunity that the stu-

dents have to use dance to com-
municate ideas that they care 
about or to dance to music that 
they love.”

Wearing mismatched, 60’s 
style clothing, Footnotes opened 
with a dance to Parliament’s 
“Give Up The Funk.” Appearing 
from one spotlight at the corner 
of the stage, the dancers tapped in 
unison onto the stage. Rather than 
focusing on technique, the dance 
emphasized energy and fun, set-
ting a bright and cheerful mood to 
the show. 

“[Lydia and I] wanted the 
dance to be centered around 
performance. One of our biggest 
goals this year was to teach ev-
eryone in Footnotes that, as long 
as you have a blast on stage and 
show the audience how much fun 
you are having, it doesn’t matter 
how stellar your technique is,” 
said Hannah Beaudoin ’17, Co-
Head of Footnotes.

As part of their Senior bucket 
list, Sharan Gill ’16, Avery Jonas 
’16, Nate Redding ’16, Arzu Singh 
’16, and Sharon Zhang ’16, per-
formed a dance to Michael Jack-
son’s “PYT,” choreographed by 
Lydia Paris ’17. The dance opened 
with each dancer facing a dif-
ferent side of the stage, moving 
their shoulders up and down in 
matching white T-shirts. While 
transitioning from a straight line 
to various formations, the dancers 
incorporated body rolls, “step-
ball-change” phrases and claps to 
the beat to entertain the audience.

“I auditioned for Dance Open 
with a friend without having had 
any dance prior experience. Then, 
much to my surprise, I was cast in 
a dance! This was my first time in 
any Andover show, and the whole 
experience was a total blast… As a 
first-time dancer, I found the en-
tire Dance Open community to be 

fun and supportive and phenom-
enally talented, of course,” said 
Singh.

Zach Ruffin ’17 later performed 
a four-and-a-half-minute dance 
with a mash-up of Kendrick La-
mar’s songs, “i,” “m.A.A.d. City,” 
“untitled 04,” and “untitled 07 | 
levitate.” Allowing his hoodie to 
fall on and off of his head freely, 
Ruffin smoothly performed vari-
ous hip-hop moves to share a sto-
ry of police brutality.

“I initially thought of and cho-
reographed a dance that refer-
enced the idea of police brutality, 
usually bouncing my ideas with a 
couple good friends of mine. Since 
there’s been a lot of social justice 
trouble for a while now, especially 
involving police brutality, I want-
ed to add my own commentary to 
the mix,” said Zach Ruffin ’17.

While Taylor Crutison ’16, 

Allegra Stewart ’18, and Vien-
na Kuhn ’16 sang “Jealous” by 
Labrinth, Luzuriaga and Lizzie 
McGonagle ‘16 walked on stage 
donning matching grey dresses. 
The dancers’ mirrored move-
ments and supporting lifts in-
dicated a sense of togetherness, 
while certain jumps and embel-
lishments opposing each other 
portrayed contrast and dyna-
mism.

“I was personally most at-
tached to Lizzie’s and my duet, 
which we choreographed and 
danced to symbolize the fact that 
we’re preparing to say goodbye 
to each other, to Andover, and to 
the incredible dance community 
that Andover offers. The Dance 
Department has really been my 
home for my three years at Ando-
ver, and leaving it is going to be so, 
so hard,” said Luzuriaga.

LAUREN W. LEE

R.KINDANGEN/THE PHILLIPIAN
Dance open held four shows consisting of sixteen dances each.

Illustration Of
The Week

This is going to sound really nerdy but Nightwing is one of my 
favorite superheroes so I like to sketch him from time to time 
for practice. I drew this in my sketchbook while trying to do a 
study of perspective and foreshortening and decided I should 
test out my colored pencils as well. I’d say comic book art, in 
my own, stylized way, is what I’m best at.

ALMA STERLING

Connecting to her Heritage: 
Kassie Archambault ’06 Cultivates 

Life-Long Passion for Bagpipes

While her classmates walked 
down the Great Lawn on the day 
of Commencement with red roses 
in their hands, Kassie Archambault 
’06 marched down the Great Lawn 
proudly playing her set of bagpipes. 
A member of the Clan MacPherson 
Pipes and Drums, Archambault 
was responsible for leading the 
band on the day of her graduation.

“I think the bagpipes are unique 
in that they are a woodwind in-
strument and yet, because there is 
a bag and a constant reservoir of 
air, a player could be making sound 
but not actually blowing into the 
instrument. It takes a lot of coordi-
nation!” said Archambault. 

“I think [that is the] hardest 
thing to master – you are blowing, 
squeezing with your arm, march-
ing, and playing the melody with 
your fingers, and all at the same 
time trying to keep a steady flow of 
air through the instrument,” con-
tinued Archambault. 

Archambault has been a ded-
icated bagpipe player since the 
eighth grade. She first picked up 
the instrument after being in-
spired by her grandfather, who also 
played bagpipes. During her time 
at Andover, Archambault took pri-
vate lessons with Brian Yates, for-
mer Adjunct Instructor in Music, 
her first three years and with Lez-
lie Webster, Adjunct Instructor in 
Music, during her Senior year. She 
also performed in a local tradition-
al pipe band called Clan MacPher-
son Pipes and Drums.

While performing with Clan 
MacPherson, Archambault em-
barked on a performance tour to 
Ireland for St. Patrick’s Day during 
her Lower year, which she cites as 
one of her greatest bagpipe memo-
ries, as mentioned in an interview 
with The Phillipian.

“I love the camaraderie of being 
in a band… it’s similar to a student 

playing in an orchestra or singing 
in a chorus, you’ve got that camara-
derie – the group working towards 
a common goal,” said Archam-
bault. “[On the tour], we did a lot 
of sightseeing and a lot of cultural 
immersion… it was just a really fun 
experience.”

For Archambault, playing the 
bagpipes is a great way for her to 
connect to her Irish and Scottish 
heritage.

“The bagpipes are used for lots 
of different ceremonies. They are 
used at weddings, they are played 
at funerals, and traditionally they 
are also a call-to-war instrument as 
well. Now they are played in lots of 
parades and different events, like 
something like a Burns dinner…
[there are] just lots of different 
traditions involving the bagpipes,” 
says Archambault, “[My favorite 
pieces are] 6/8 marches; they have 
a very upbeat, dance-like feeling to 
them.”

Now back on campus in the 
Shuman Admissions Office, Ar-

chambault continues to take bag-
pipe lessons with Lezlie Webster.  

Archambault said, “After high 
school, I definitely took, kind of, 
a six-year hiatus after college and 
when I went to New York, and 
then I picked [the bagpipes] back 
up when I came here and started 
taking lessons with Leslie again.”

Last week, at the faculty en-
tertainment All School Meeting 
(ASM), Archambault performed 
her bagpipes live for the first time 
in years. In a collaboration with 
Dr. Abbey Siegfried, Instructor in 
Music, on the organ, Archambault 
performed a piece titled, “High-
land Cathedral, a Slow Air,” which 
she explained is a popular wedding 
song.

“I kind of broke [the bagpipes] 
out, brushed off the dust for the 
faculty entertainment ASM. I ha-
ven’t really played much publicly, 
performance-wise, recently, but 
hopefully that has motivated me to 
keep them out and keep playing,” 
said Archambault. 

ALICE TANG

T.RYNNE/THEPHILLIPIAN
Kassie Archambault ’06 has been playing bagpipes since the eighth grade.

Are you an artist?

Do you have an

illustration you want 

to share? 

Email kko and mkuin 

your artwork with a 

short artist’s 

statement.

R.KINDANGEN/THE PHILLIPIAN
Footnotes emphasized fun and energy in their dance to “Give up the Funk.”
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