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The event featured a student-run 
food bazaar, talent show, and 
guest speakers.

Smart Donations

Noah Wintman ’16 argues for 
greater awareness when donating 
to charity. 

Students interacted with birds of 
prey during Ornithology class.

The Phillipian, vol. CXXXIX, 
responds to the lack of attention to 
the events in Aleppo this week.

State of the Bell Tower
Features reports it like it is.  Take a 
look at our numbers!

Features B8
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Wingmasters

Blue Key Heads from the Classes of 2016 and 2017 lead students in a cheer during All-School Meeting.
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Palfrey Rises Up at ASM To
Express Importance of Diversity

The soulful ballad of An-
dra Day’s “Rise Up” echoed 
throughout the high ceilings 
of Cochran Chapel during All-
School Meeting (ASM) last 
Wednesday. Head of School 
John Palfrey used this week’s 
ASM to acknowledge diver-
sity and free expression, using 
Day’s song to symbolize how 
Andover must always “rise up” 
around these values.

“[Diversity and free expres-
sion] are both values that we 
hold dear at Andover and that 
we hold dear in America… They 
are not all that easy to hold at 
once, sometimes, but it is very 
important that we try,” said Pal-
frey at ASM.

“Diversity is crucial to learn-

ing because it allows you to 
learn about different perspec-
tives and different cultures and 
understand things [better] and 
more clearly,” said Serena Ren 
’18 in an interview with The 
Phillipian.

Recognizing the rich and de-
liberate diversity at Andover, 
Palfrey acknowledged people 
with different strengths – like 
athletes and activists – as those 
who commit themselves to the 
spirit of Non Sibi.

“My call to you is to speak 
and act with respect to one an-
other, and also to tolerate views 
that may seem deeply wrong to 
you… I’d urge you to seek out 
those with views distant from 
your own and see what you 
can glean from hearing about 
them,” said Palfrey.

Palfrey described feeling 

stuck between liberal and con-
servative groups of friends 
while he was a student at law 
school. He expressed how each 
group was dissatisfied with 
their perception of the school’s 
culture – citing it to be either 
“too liberal” or “too conserva-
tive,” depending on their per-
spective. Palfrey observed a 
similar perception and divide 
at Andover. 

“I do know that some of you 
have told me that it is hard to 
be at Andover if you come from 
a family that has not gone to 
boarding school in the past, 
or from a family that pays a 
smaller portion of the tuition 
that another family does,” said 
Palfrey. 

ANDIE PINGA

Commons Appreciation Day

Cheers erupted as players of 
Lotería, a game similar to bingo, 
won prizes during Commons 
Appreciation Day, an annual 
event in Upper Left of Paresky 
Commons on Wednesday.  

The event, held in honor of 
the Paresky Commons staff, rec-
ognizes the effort and dedication 
they give to create quality meals 
for the Andover community ev-
ery day. 

“The people at [Paresky] do 
what they do for you. You can 
do a job minimally, but they 
don’t. They do it because they 
care deeply about what you all 
want. And getting it and provid-
ing it for you in a timely way. I 
think that the student sentiment 
is right on target – saying thank 
you for that. It’s a very, very hard 
job,” said Aggie Kip, Nutritionist 
Counselor, in an interview with 
The Phillipian. 

Commons Appreciation Day 
was hosted by Alianza Latina, a 
club that celebrates Latino heri-
tage, on Wednesday afternoon. 
Co-Head Angie Lara ’16 finds the 
event to be a great opportunity 
to show gratitude to the Paresky 
staff. 

In an interview with The Phil-
lipian, Lara said, “To me, it really 
just is an amazing opportunity to 
give back because I identify as a 
Latina. And the majority of the 
workers in Commons are also 
Latino, so just every single day 
essentially I get to see them, but 
there’s never really enough time 
to say thank you. You’re always 
rushing around and having to do 
work, so this is just a really good 
opportunity for me personally, 
and a lot of other people, to give 
back and say thanks and show 
them that we really appreciate 

them.”
Lara helped coordinate the 

event and organize the gifts that 
were given to the Paresky staff. 
This year, about 50 people at-
tended. 

“As a club, we get together 
these nice little goodies, and, as 
a club, we try to say, as best as 
we can, thank you to the Com-
mons workers because they just 
do so much for us,” said Lara. 
“This year we were able to give 
each individual worker a bunch 
of little jars in addition to a gi-
ant poster which a bunch of stu-
dents signed. And we typically 
also hold games and raffles for 
them.”

Before Alianza Latina took 
on the organization of the event, 
Kip ran it herself to demonstrate 
the community’s gratitude to-
ward the Paresky Commons 
staff.  

“For years, I would go every 
term and bring something fun 
and say thank you from all of 
us,” explained Kip. “But it was 
just me, and it wasn’t as big and 
it wasn’t so student-centered. 
Now, of course, I no longer have 
to do anything because the stu-
dents do it instead, and I think 
that’s far more meaningful.”

“By and large, students care 
deeply about the people who 
work in this building, and they 
express that,” Kip continued. 
“And I think that’s so nice. Be-
cause who doesn’t want to hear 
‘Thank you’? And who doesn’t 
want to hear ‘We appreciate 
you’? We all need to hear that.”

Kip cites one of the challeng-
es the Paresky Commons staff 
faces as anticipating the needs of 
Andover community.

ELIZA BIENSTOCK

Bend. 
His highlight of the season 

came in a 17-7 Notre Dame blow-
out of Syracuse University, in 
which he scored five goals.

Garnsey wrote in an email to 
The Phillipian, “This year has 
been incredible. I’ve had the 
chance to play for what I think 
is the best coaching staff in the 
country and learn from the best 
player in the country who plays 
the same position as me, Matt 
Kavanagh, so I’ve just tried to be 
a sponge and take in as much as 
I can.” 

Andover teammate Foster 
LeBoeuf ’15, who now plays at 
Brown University, said, “It’s been 
great to see Ryder do his thing 
this year. He’s a great player and 

a great teammate and couldn’t be 
happier to see his successes and 
him getting the accolades for it.”

Former Captain Austin Gaiss 
’14, another Andover Boys La-
crosse alum at Notre Dame, said, 
“Ryder has definitely earned ev-
erything he’s gotten this year. I 
think it’s pretty clear to every-
body who’s seen a game of his 
that he’s quite the player, but I 
think what stands out the most to 
me is his competitiveness. More 
than anything the kid just wants 
to win and, especially heading 
into the tourney here, that’s al-
most more important than any-
thing.”

After a Post-Graduate (PG) 
year in which he led Andover 
Boys Lacrosse to its best season 
in Andover’s recent histoy, with a 
15-1 record, Ryder Garnsey ’15 has 
burst onto the NCAA Division I 
Lacrosse scene with the Notre 
Dame Fighting Irish this year. 
His phenomenal play secured 
him the title of Atlantic Coastal 
Conference (ACC) Freshman of 
the Year. 

Posting statistic lines unheard 
of for freshmen – who often don’t 
see the field in their first year at 
the collegiate level – Garnsey 
scored 19 goals and assisted on 
eight in his first season in South 

Portrait of First Black 
Andover Graduate 

Unveiled at Harvard

Following speeches and a 
spirited gospel performance, 
Devontae Freeland ’15 unveiled 
a portrait of Andover’s first black 
graduate, Richard T. Greener, 
Class of 1865, alongside Harvard 
administrators last Thursday.

Greener was the first black 
Andover graduate, and went on 
to become the first black Har-
vard graduate, when he com-
menced in 1870.

The Harvard Foundation for 
Intercultural and Race Rela-
tions sponsored the unveiling of 
Greener’s portrait as part of its 
Portraiture Project, which aims 
to diversify portraits around 
campus.

Freeland, a freshman at Har-
vard and an intern at the Harvard 
Foundation, has followed a simi-
lar academic path to Greener.

“When I first heard that there 
was a plan to dedicate a portrait 
to Greener, I reached out to my 
boss, Dr. Counter, at the Har-
vard Foundation, explained my 
personal connection to Greener, 
and asked if there was anything 
I could do to make sure Ando-
ver was represented and incor-
porated in the programming. In 
turn, he asked me to speak at the 
unveiling,” wrote Freeland in an 
email to The Phillipian.

“As a black student at elite, 
predominantly white institu-
tions, I feel irrevocably tied to 
Greener because his journey 
cleared the path for me long ago. 
He proved himself – and there-
fore all blacks – worthy so that 
I would not have to,” Freeland 
continued.

Freeland spoke alongside 
other Harvard students and 
administrators at the unveil-

ing.
“Richard T. Greener… 

stands as an icon, a scholar, a 
statesman, a Negro, a shining 
example of the Afro- American 
legacy,” said Freeland in his 
speech. 

Unwana Abasi ’13, a junior 
at Harvard, wrote in an email 
to The Phillipian, “Placing a 
portrait of Richard T. Greener 
in the Center of Annenberg 
Hall was an amazing way to 
honor his legacy. The portrait 
route demonstrates the impor-
tance of a lesson institutions 
like Harvard are beginning to 
understand more, and that is 
that representation matters. 
It matters to have role models 
like Greener visible to black 
and brown students who may 
reasonably take inspiration 
from the other, whiter por-
traits with a grain of salt.” 

“Step Up for Colleen” Race Held 
In Memory of Local High School Teacher 

As they entered campus, over 
three thousand runners in pink 
clothing were welcomed and 
cheered on by Drumline, Blue 
Key Heads, and fellow viewers 
during the third annual “Step 
Up for Colleen” run last Sunday 
morning.

“Step Up for Colleen” is a 5K 
race held in memory of Colleen 
Ritzer, a long-time resident of 
Andover, Mass., who served as 
a math teacher at Danvers High 
School and a role model for 
many students and colleagues.

The race started at 9:00 a.m. 
in Central Park, Andover, where 
runners headed down Bartlet 
Street into the parking lot next 

to the Andover Inn before turn-
ing onto Chapel Avenue, to-
wards the Cochran Bird Sanctu-
ary, and going back to the town 
streets where they finished the 
race.  

Trevor Lazar ’17, a member 
of Drumline, said, “The energy 
there was very cool especially 
for early in the morning on a 
high school campus. We got a 
good chance to see all the run-
ners coming down from Bartlet 
Street. You could see pretty far 
down the road, and it was just 
a sea of pink! Everyone from 
Andover who was there was re-
ally excited to help cheer on the 
runners.”        

Ritzer was part of the Class 
of 2007 of Andover High School. 

She graduated from Assumption 
College in 2011 and was pursu-
ing a graduate degree at Salem 
State University. In 2013, Ritzer, 
while working at Danvers High, 
was murdered by one of her stu-
dents with a history of mental 
illness. After her death, friends 
and relatives of Ritzer created 
“Step Up for Colleen” in 2014 in 
her honor. Runners were asked 
to wear pink, Ritzer’s favorite 
color. All profits made from the 
race go towards college scholar-
ships for seniors in the Andover 
area who plan to major in edu-
cation.

ANDREW KIM

Continued on A8, Column 1
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Andover Community Celebrates Paresky Staff

Andover Girls Tennis
Andover remains undefeated, 
earning its fifth sweep of the sea-
son to propel its record to 8-0.

COURTESY OF PHILLIPS ACADEMY 
ARCHIVES

Richard T. Greener, pictured here 
in his senior photo from 1865.



Last Tuesday, airstrikes and heavy bombing tore through Aleppo. 
But if you attend Andover, you might not have heard about it. 

As hundreds of Aleppo citizens died amidst shelling and artillery 
fire, many Andover students poured over pictures of Kylie Jenner 
at the Met Gala and discussed Malia Obama’s decision to take a gap 
year. While the hashtag #AleppoIsBurning became an international 
statement of solidarity with Aleppo, it remained largely invisible at 
Andover, where students’ Snapchat stories instead exploded over 
Leicester City’s Premier League win. 

Since last week, nearly 300 people have died in Syria’s largest city. 
The bombing of a hospital in Aleppo killed at least 50 doctors and 
patients last Wednesday, shutting down the main referral center for 
pediatric care in the area. Homes, hospitals, and schools continued 
to be destroyed as fighting intensified between rebel armies and Syr-
ian government forces, until a partial truce was called on Wednesday. 

Although the chaos that has swallowed Aleppo in the last week 
cannot be rectified with a hashtag, social media campaign, or con-
versation at a table in Paresky Commons, Andover’s general silence 
about this  devastation, on social media and in person, is unaccept-
able. But it is not just Aleppo that we must remember and mourn for. 
As a community of many students who claim to be “citizens of the 
world,” it is our obligation to pay attention to news from other parts 
of the world. It is our responsibility to know, beyond the basic facts 
and headlines, the tragedies that torment people whose lives and 
concerns differ drastically from our own. 

We may not feel the vibrations of an earthquake or hear the ex-
plosions of mortar shells while living on Andover’s campus, but that 
does not permit us to live in ignorance. When we allow ourselves to 
be consumed by news stories about celebrities, or any type of media 
that only documents events in the United States, we actively ignore 
the suffering of our counterparts across the globe. We turn inward; 
we turn away from each other. We forget that cities can burn in any 
country. 

As we each approach adulthood, we are becoming more and more 
accountable for the future of our world. We can choose to lead insu-
lar lives of privilege, or we can choose to pay attention, to read the 
news, to look for the stories that do not automatically dominate our 
newsfeeds. The choice is each of ours to make. 

This editorial represents the views of The Phillipian, vol. CXXXIX.

While Aleppo 
Burns...

The Phillipian welcomes all letters to the Editor. We try to print all letters, but 
because of space limitations, we enforce a 500 word limit. We reserve the right to 
edit all submitted letters. Letters must be responses to articles already published 
by The Phillipian. We will not publish any anonymous letters. Please submit letters 
by the Monday of each week to letters@phillipian.net or to our newsroom in the 
basement of Morse Hall. 

To subscribe, email subscribe@phillipian.net, or write to
 The Phillipian, 180 Main Street, Andover, MA, 01810.
All contents of The Phillipian copyright © 2016, The Trustees of Phillips 

Academy, Inc. Reproduction of any material herein without the expressed written 
consent of The Trustees of Phillips Academy, Inc. and the Editorial Board of The 
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Cancer is a devastating 
disease that transcends 
ethnic, socioeconomic, 

and racial borders. Every year it 
kills almost 600,000 people in the 
United States and forces almost 
a million more to endure pain-
ful treatments such as radiation 
and chemotherapy. Many Ando-
ver students, including myself, 
have had close relatives taken 
from us by this deadly disease. It 

is for these reasons that it is im-
perative that we support chari-
ties that help to combat cancer. At 
the same time, it is also important 
that we choose the cancer chari-
ties we support wisely, picking 
the ones that use the largest per-
centage of their money for actual 
charitable work.

With this standard in mind, 
Campuses Against Cancer should 
find an event that they can run in 
place of Relay for Life. Relay for 
Life is the trademark event of the 
American Cancer Society (A.C.S.). 
By any objective measure, the 
A.C.S. is a poorly-run charitable 

organization. Currently, it spends 
only 59.5 percent of the money it 
takes in on actual charitable pro-
grams, a measly amount when 
compared to other charities. The 
remaining proceeds go to their in-
efficient fundraising regime and 
bloated executive salaries. John 
Seffrin, previous C.E.O. of the 
A.C.S., has made an eye-popping 
seven-figure annual salary since 
he took on the position in the ’90s. 
Charity Navigator, a trusted char-
ity watchdog site, rates A.C.S.’s 
financial performance one out of 

four stars. On top of all this, the 
A.C.S. has been marred in scan-
dal for years. In 1985, a high-level 
fundraising executive of A.C.S. 
was indicted on a 4-million dollar 
tax fraud in which multiple con-
tributors took advantage of fake 
donations to the A.C.S. to claim 
falsified tax deductions. In 2000, 
an executive in the A.C.S. Ohio 
branch was caught embezzling 
approximately eight-million dol-
lars. There simply is no reason to 
support such an incompetently 
run charity when there are so 
many other more deserving char-
ities to support.

In future years, the club should 
consider supporting any num-
ber of cancer charities that use 
their money more efficiently. 
One charity to consider is the V 
Foundation. Founded in 1993 by 
Jim Valvano as a way to turn his 
cancer diagnosis into a force for 
good, the V Foundation is one of 
the most efficient general cancer 
charities in the U.S. They use an 
amazing 88 percent of their rev-
enue on actual charitable causes 
including cancer research, and 
their executives don’t make bloat-

ed seven-figure salaries. For their 
superb financial efficacy, Charity 
Navigator rates them with a four 
out of four stars. As a community, 
when we choose to stand up to 
cancer, we must do it thought-
fully. Should Andover continue 
this great collaborative effort in 
future years, we must realign our 
efforts to ensure that we do the 
most good possible with the mon-
ey we raise.

Smart Donations
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In my Personal and Com-
munity Education (PACE) 
class last week, we talked 

about stress, examining the fac-
tors that lead to it as well as how 
Andover students cope with it. 
Most of my PACE classmates 
could relate to the notion of 
stress, and even those who usu-
ally refrain from speaking enthu-
siastically engaged in the conver-
sation. As the intense discussion 
continued, our teacher asked us 
what aspects of our lives caused 

us the most stress. All of us came 
to the consensus that most stu-
dents stress out over grades and 
extracurriculars because those 
factors significantly impact col-
lege decisions.

  Many students at Andover see 
college as their final destination. 
We cannot help but feel pres-
sured to enroll in a prestigious 
college. Doing so seems like the 
next step after matriculating at 
Andover, one of the top board-

ing schools in the United States. 
But why should college be the 
center of our lives? Why do we 
prioritize college over sleep, our 
health, and even our relation-
ships with others?

 I acknowledge that college fre-
quently dominates my thoughts. 
Even students outside of Ando-
ver find it difficult to completely 
disregard thinking about college 
in high school. But at the end 
of the day, we shouldn’t let the 
pressures of getting into an Ivy 
League school take precedence 
over the experiences that we can 

acquire only while at Andover. 
We disregard the opportunities 
we are given here because we are 
blinded by how much we think 
our current actions will influ-
ence college admission deci-
sions. This fixed mindset hinders 
Andover students from not only 
taking care of their health and 
developing meaningful relation-
ships, but also from challenging 
their own abilities by taking dif-
ficult courses since they fear re-

ceiving mediocre grades.
So, go out. Take a break once 

in awhile. Focus more on what 
you can learn while still at An-
dover than what colleges your 
time at Andover can get you into. 
Instead of crying over what you 
got on your last test and worry-
ing about not receiving an ac-
ceptance letter from your dream 
college, reflect upon what went 
wrong and think of ways to im-
prove on your next assignment. 
Then, take some time off from 
schoolwork to refresh your mind 
and find an outlet for your stress. 

Spend a Saturday without think-
ing about major assignments, 
homework, or even just school 
in general. Even spending a few 
hours doing something you love 
can relieve stress. This will help 
give you a positive attitude, and 
ultimately you’ll be able to fully 
benefit from the opportunities 
available at Andover. 

Be Here and Now

Lucy Jung is a new Lower from 
Seoul, Korea.
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Noah Wintman is a four-year 
Senior from Longmeadow, Mass.

NOAH WINTMAN

LUCY JUNG

Corrections:
A Commentary piece misstated the frequency of a club’s weekly 

meetings. Asian Society currently holds weekly meetings at 5:00 p.m. on 
Mondays.

Last week’s Editorial, “No Comment,” misrepresented the nature of 
instructor reports. Students were informed about the changes to instructor 
reports at the beginning of this year, and comments provided last year were 
part of a test trial.

A News article attributed a by-line incorrectly. Sarah Rigazio ‘18 wrote 
the article about Gaël McGill.

A Sports by-line misspelled the name of a writer. Nick Schoeller wrote 
the Andover Boys Lacrosse article.

A Sports caption misidentified an athlete in a photo. Alex Apgar ‘17 is a 
javelin thrower for Andover Boys Track & Field.

An Arts & Leisure article misspelled the name of a performer. Isabella 
Oliva ‘16 performed in the stage reading of “Angels in America.”

The Phillipian regrets the errors.

NEXT WEEK.

“STATE OF 
THE

ACADEMY”
GET READY.
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Lemonade is no lon-
ger what you think it is. 
What was once merely a 

cool and refreshing beverage to 
sip on is now a powerful rally 
anthem for black female em-
powerment. Released last Sun-
day, the “Lemonade” album de-
scribes Beyoncé’s thoughts on 
the lack of respect she and many 
other black women are forced 
to face. The hour-long visual 
album, which debuted at No. 1 

on the “List of Billboard 200,” 
explores a series of important 
themes, like oppression, self-
expression, and racial identity.

“The most disrespected per-
son in America is the black 
woman,” Malcolm X’s voice 
layers over one part of “Lem-
onade.” His statement remains 
true both in America and on our 
own campus. Black women and 
girls are always at the “bottom” 

rung of society, discriminated 
against and oppressed for our 
gender and racial identity. Homi-
cide – done by a former partner 
– is currently the second most 
common cause of death for black 
women between the ages of 15 to 
24 in America. A Google search 
of the words “black woman” re-
turns a Wikipedia article titled, 
“Angry Black Woman” as one of 
its first results. I speak from per-
sonal experience when I say that 
many black girls and women are 
told from a young age that we 
have to try twice as hard to be 

considered half as capable and 
competent. We spend unquanti-
fiable time and energy trying to 
catch up, to prove ourselves, to 
be more than a Wikipedia page. 

As a young black girl, I learned 
to put up with people who 
touched my changing hairstyles 
and made insensitive jokes about 
my racial identity. I always felt as 
though I needed to be extremely 
cautious with my actions and 
words if I wanted to ensure that 
nothing I said or did could be mis-

construed to fit the negative ste-
reotypes that have been assigned 
to black women. I used to obsess 
over avoiding phrases that could 
be interpreted as “salty,” “mean,” 
or “sassy,” words that have come 
to be synonymous with the ste-
reotypical black woman, out of 
fear that those labels could be 
used to discount me as a person, 
to distill me into a satirical cari-
cature or supporting character. 
I used to force myself to smile at 
every person I saw on the path in 

an attempt to not seem aggres-
sive, angry, or too intimidating.

Even now, I don’t wear sweat-
pants on campus out of the 
fear that doing so would fulfill 
the black stereotype of looking 
“sloppy” or “unpresentable.” I 
have found that even at Andover, 
black women and girls like me 
are forced to alter what we want 
to say and do so that we do not 
fulfill the limiting stereotypes 
that white people have confined 
us to. 

I cannot speak for the other 
black female students at Ando-
ver, but “Lemonade” has con-
nected me with another part of 
myself. Like Beyoncé, I am tired 
of the mistreatment and lack of 
respect black women receive. 
Listening to her album, with 
each song and visual shot, I be-
gan to feel the physical and emo-
tional strength, sisterhood, and 
solidarity of black women, past 
and present. Beyoncé’s album 
showed me that black women 

can break this vicious cycle of 
mistreatment by drawing cour-
age and confidence from one 
another, accepting ourselves 
wholeheartedly, and absolutely 
refusing to apologize for who we 
are. This is no easy journey, as we 
live in a world that continuous-
ly tells us to change to fit white 
standards and norms. 

I implore the Andover com-
munity to understand that Be-

yoncé’s new album was more 
than just a series of songs to 
add to a summer playlist, and 
deserves immense appreciation 
from black and white people 
alike. “Lemonade” is both a se-
ries of songs used to express the 
struggles of black women and an 
incredibly important and em-
powering rallying call that gives 
strength to those, like me, who 
truly need it.

The New Meaning of ‘Lemonade’
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Emily Ndiokho is a two-year 
Lower from Allen, Tex.

I am fat. There – I said it. 
Every time I enter a cloth-

ing store, I ask for the largest 
size. I pass by slim mannequins 
and posters of models who are 
half my size. Walking by, I hear 
quiet snickers from other shop-
pers as they comment on my 
physique. These snide remarks 
replay in my head when I lay 
in bed at night. When I look at 
myself in the mirror, I have to 
conceal my large body under 
a large shirt to believe – for 
even a moment – that my body 
is “normal.” I have always re-
jected myself for my physical 
appearance, internalizing the 
malicious stereotypes that the 
media continuously perpetu-
ates about fat people. Again and 
again, I am defined and dis-
missed based on my weight. 

My shame and embarrass-
ment surrounding my body 

image is with me always, but 
last week, while watching the 
television show, “The Biggest 
Loser,” I was utterly mortified 

to see overweight people so 
blatantly ridiculed before a na-
tional audience. As I watched, I 
was reminded of my own bulg-
ing stomach. 

“The Biggest Loser” is a 

weight-loss competition show 
in which overweight contes-
tants compete to lose the most 
weight from their baseline 
measurements. They barely eat 
anything and exercise beyond 
their physical capacities. In 
the process of the competitors’ 
body transformations, televi-
sion producers tempt them 
with junk food to test their abil-
ity to withstand sudden indul-
gences. 

This show is incredibly disre-
spectful to overweight people 
in America. It is immensely de-
grading to fat people; it mocks 
their challenges with food-re-
lated impulses and mocks their 
inability to control them. The 
title itself slaps a demeaning 
label on overweight people as 
“losers.”

The stereotype that fat peo-
ple are incapable, inferior, fool-
ish, unattractive, and that they 
are “losers,” pervades media of 

all kinds. Fat characters in tele-
vision, literature, and cinema 
are often made fun of for their 
weight. Sometimes portrayed 

as lazy, gluttonous, or simply 
ugly, fat characters are defined 
by and mocked for the shapes 
of their bodies. Shows like “The 
Biggest Loser” make me fear 
that when others look at me, 

they see only my body shape. 
I may be bigger in size, but I 

am not a stereotype. Being fat 
should not be the defining char-
acteristic of any member of any 
community, especially a high 
school like Andover. Just as 
Andover attempts to treat stu-
dents of various genders, races, 
and religions with kindness and 
courtesy, we must respect stu-
dents of all sizes as well. 

It is completely unaccept-
able that shows like “The Big-
gest Loser” are on air. If you 
must watch the show, I urge 
each and every one of you to be 
cognizant of how offensive and 
degrading it is. Only when we, 
the viewers, are aware of how 
the media perpetuates negative 
stereotypes, can we begin to 
stop seeing each other as only a 
clothing size.

Weighing in on Body Stereotypes

Sparky Yoo is a new Lower from 
Newton Highlands, Mass.

The hour-long visual 
album... explores a series 

of important themes, 
like oppression, self-

expression, and racial 
identity.

A Google search of the 
words “black woman” 
returns a Wikipedia 
article titled, “Angry 

Black Woman” as one of 
its first results.

I used to obsess over 
avoiding phrases that 
could be interpreted 

as “salty,” “mean,” or 
“sassy,” words that have  

come to synonymous with 
the stereotypical black 

woman...

Beyoncé’s album showed 
me that black women can 
break this vicious cycle of 
mistreatment by drawing 
courage and confidence 

from one another...

The stereotype that fat 
people are incapable, 

inferior, foolish, 
unattractive, and that 

they are “losers,” 
pervades media of all 

kinds. 

Shows like “The Biggest 
Loser” make me fear that 
when others look at me, 
they see only my body 

shape.

EMILY NDIOKHO

SPARKY YOO
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As the year draws to a 
close, students have been 
filling out applications 

for leadership positions of all 
kinds. While a diverse range of 
leadership positions are available 
on campus, many students covet 
those of Proctors and Prefects. 
Though a list of all Proctors and 
Prefects is not publically avail-
able to the student body, word 
travels fast and everyone inevi-
tably finds out who has been en-
trusted with the responsibility of 
being dorm leaders. Within an 
hour of the announcement, many 
of us were already aware of who 
had been selected. Several stu-
dents expressed their resentment 
towards some of the newly-cho-
sen Prefects and Proctors with 
disdainful shrugs, pursed lips, 
and backhanded comments. I am 
ashamed to say I participated in 
this type of behavior 

When I discovered who would 
be serving as Prefects and Proc-
tors next year, I felt some incre-
dulity. I questioned some of my 
peers’ abilities to fulfill the enor-

mous responsibilities they had 
been charged with. I couldn’t 
understand how some house 
counselors came to the conclu-
sion that certain students were 

the most qualified candidates, 
especially in comparison to some 
of the students who I knew had 
applied for the positions without 
success. Some of my peers agreed 
with my unsolicited opinions, 
and hearing their agreement, I 
felt like my skepticism was vali-
dated.  

 While it is okay to retain 
some doubt about how much a 
peer deserved a position, that 
does not mean we are entitled 
to vocalize this opinion. Often, 
competitiveness, jealousy, and 
preconceived notions can fuel 
our desire to belittle others, and 
when we see a peer receive rec-
ognition that we don’t approve 
of, it somehow becomes our 
prerogative to highlight all their 
faults and deficiencies to justify 
our own feelings of bitterness. 
Especially when it is a recog-
nition or position that we also 
aspired for, we feel the need to 
voice indignation and to explain 

why we were the more deserv-
ing candidate. 

Ambition may be something 
that makes us such strong stu-
dents, artists, and athletes, but 

our competitive drive can also 
detach us from each other, mak-
ing us feel hostile towards peers 
or overly critical. We are quick 
to judge and point out flaws, ea-

ger to criticize others to elevate 
ourselves. We become unable to 
celebrate the accomplishments 
of our friends and classmates. 

Although it can be construc-
tive to be critical, I have real-
ized that a mindset of constant 
doubt is toxic. Instead of feeling 
skepticism about the qualifica-
tions of my peers, I should have 
taken a moment to trust in the 
judgement of house counsel-
ors and give all future Prefects 
and Proctors the benefit of the 
doubt. As a chosen Prefect for 
next year, it is my responsibility 
to give all of my fellow residen-
tial leaders the opportunity to 
take on their new roles without 
being criticized or questioned. 
It is not the place of any Ando-
ver student to question the abil-
ity of our peers to be excellent 
leaders. 
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Adrienne Zhang is a two-year 
Lower from Hong Kong.

I questioned some of 
my peers’ abilities to 
fulfill the enormous 

responsibilities they had 
been charged with.

While it is okay to retain 
some doubt about how 
much a peer deserved a 
position, that does not 

mean we are entitled to 
vocalize this opinion. 

The Benefit of the Doubt
 ADRIENNE ZHANG



Palfrey continued, “I have 
heard from some of you that 
you find it hard to be at An-
dover and to express the chal-
lenges of coming from a partic-
ular culture or race or heritage 
or place on the gender spec-
trum or sexual orientation.”

Amy Xia ’19 feels that An-
dover successfully represents 
students with diverse back-
grounds. 

“[People’s] upbringings are 
different and [they] have dif-
ferent beliefs and [percep-
tions]. But I feel like there is 
a good mix between people 
[with different levels of privi-
lege]… That helps [Andover’s] 
environment and adds to the 
diversity,” said Xia in an inter-
view with The Phillipian.

Palfrey recognized the dif-
ficulty of accepting and ap-
preciating different people, es-
pecially due to the wide range 
of privilege represented at the 
school.

“I’m aware that I was born 
on third base and that I didn’t 
hit a triple to get there. But 
that, I hope and trust, is not 
the sum total of what you see 
when you look at me, or at your 
neighbor… More importantly, I 
hope you see a human being, 
someone with hopes, fears, 
dreams, and daily struggles. 
I hope that you see someone 
who cares, loves, and respects 
other people,” said Palfrey.

Instead of viewing diversity 

as a problem, Palfrey urged 
students to take advantage of 
each other’s diversity in a se-
rious and respectful manner. 
This way, Palfrey said, the 
community would be able to 

grow smarter and stronger.
Palfrey emphasized that 

mutual appreciation in the 
Andover community would 
provide a support system with 
which students could pursue 

their goals and “rise up.”
“We want Andover to be a 

place where everyone on this 
campus can strive to achieve 
their dreams. I want Ando-
ver to be a place where every-

one can strive to be their best 
selves… where we don’t cut 
one another down, but rather 
support one another in our 
words and in our actions,” said 
Palfrey.

Team Big Blue secured sec-
ond place at Nationals of the 
Real World Design Challenge 
(R.W.D.C.) with their quick 
and efficient Unmanned Aerial 
Vehicle (U.A.V.) design, after 
winning the state champion-
ship.

Team members include Ro-
shan Benefo ’16, Kunal Vaish-
navi ’18, Ruide Wang ’18, Alex 
El Adl ’19, and  Vish Dhar ’19. 

The prompt for this year’s 
statewide R.W.D.C. was to de-
sign a U.A.V. that could detect 

the moisture content in crops 
over a one-mile by one-mile 
field, abiding by Federal Avia-
tion Administration (F.A.A.) 
regulations. During the na-
tional competition, each team 
had to modify their drones to 
fly over two one-mile by one-
mile fields with a no-fly zone 
in between each.

Benefo, Co-Head of Big 
Blue, wrote in an email to The 
Phillipian, “In terms of the 
U.A.V. itself, the places where 
we stood out was that we had 
an incredibly cheap airframe 
(around 2000 dollars), while 
other team’s airframes were 
around 20,000 dollars or so. 

Our U.A.V. could also complete 
its mission incredibly quickly 
in under 30 minutes while oth-
er team’s would take an hour 
or more.”

Vaishnavi, Co-Head of the 
team, said, “Our U.A.V. was 
based off of an online U.A.V. 
called the FE 1800S Aerobot, 
and what we did was we took 
that as our main design and we 
added a sensor that R.W.D.C. 
provided which helps detect 
moisture content in crops. 
Once we did that, we started 
modifying the dimensions of 
[the U.A.V.] so that it would fit 
the sensor.” 

In addition to designing the 

U.A.V., the competition also 
required participants to give a 
formal presentation of the de-
sign and hatch a business plan 
for the U.A.V.’s financial sus-
tainability.

El Adl said, “We wrote a 
fairly extensive paper on our 
business and how our U.A.V. 
would function. There was a 
lot of back and forth - we sort 
of weighed our options in ev-
ery step of the design process. 
We first chose what drone we 
were going to use, and then 
what sensor, and then we de-
cided what other things we 
wanted our product to be able 
to do.” 

The competition was judged 
along the measurement of an 
objective function, which is 
a numerical score of the ef-
ficiency of the U.A.V. design. 
The team pointed out a flaw 
in the objective function and 
members believe this helped 
the outcome of the competi-
tion.

Benefo said, “During the 
competition, we realized by 
playing around with the objec-
tive function that it really isn’t 
a good way of determining the 
viability of our product, and 
we told [the judges] that. That 
really made us stand out we 
were able to not only look at 
the challenge through the lens 
of an engineer, but also look 
at it through a lot of different 
lenses.” 

The team also attributes 
their success to how they used 
a range of perspectives before 
coming up with a detailed and 

specific solution.  
“With R.W.D.C., you don’t 

really need to be an engineer 
or a businessman to be suc-
cessful in the competition,” 
said Benefo. “What we realized 
was that during the competi-
tion, our engineering in itself 
was really not on par with that 
of many other teams, however 
what made us stand out was 
our ability to really think it 
through different angles. That 
is what happens with you have 
people that have multitudes of 
interests.”

The team split up and each 
member took on a different 
job to design their U.A.V. They 
would meet every Sunday, ei-
ther in person or through Sky-
pe, to make progress.

Wang said, “It requires a 
lot of teamwork in order to 
accomplish this challenge be-
cause it’s a big project, differ-
ent people have different roles 
and you have different tasks to 
do. Every person has to com-
plete their own task in order 
to like complete this whole 
mission, so like it’s definitely a 
very big team bonding experi-
ence.” 

Dhar, a first-timer on the 
team, said, “Engineering has 
a lot of steps and you need to 
really understand each one as 
you go along. You shouldn’t try 
to rush yourself as you’re going 
through the process.”

The team intends to partici-
pate in the R.W.D.C. next year 
with the goal of winning first 
place in Nationals.
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Photo of the Week

A.MACAYA/THE PHILLIPIAN

T.RYNNE/THE PHILLIPIAN
Alexandra Loumidis ’18 leaves a note on the Giving Tree.  The Giving Tree was created by Non Sibi Society for students to hang positive messages on the branches.

C.ELKOUH/THE PHILLIPIAN
Fulford built the garden as a way 
to thank the Andover community.

Team Big Blue Victorious in
Real World Design Challenge National Championship

Ruide Wang ’18, left, Vish Dhar ’19, Alex El Adl ’19, Kunal Vaishnavi ’18, and Roshan Benefo ’16.

Palfrey Appreciates Andover’s Diversity During ASM

Continued  from A1, Col. 5

JP RAMOS and
NATASHA SINGAREDDY

What is your political affiliation?
Results taken from the 2016 “State of the Academy” to be released next week



A6 NEWS T h e  P h i l l i p i a n May 6, 2016

After working in Armenia to 
reduce blindness in babies by 
way of patient screening and 
physical education, Dr. Thom-
as Lee ’83 returned to campus 
last Thursday evening to dis-
cuss his use of the Internet to 
provide education to doctors 
in Armenia.

During his presentation, en-
titled “Online Training for a 
Global Healthcare Workforce,” 
Lee examined the role that 
technology can play in sustain-
ing and developing an ongoing 
mentorship program with the 
Armenian trainees. The Inter-
net has allowed Lee, the Direc-
tor of the Retina Institute in 
the Vision Center at Children’s 
Hospital Los Angeles, to bridge 
the physical distance between 
America and Armenia without 
having to go back overseas.

Lee said in an interview 
with The Phillipian, “Tradi-
tionally, medical missions in-
volve a doctor from the United 
States flying into a developing 
country to perform different 
types of surgeries and diag-
nose different patients without 
necessarily training the local 
physicians on how to carry on 
that work after the U.S. physi-
cian returns home. When I was 
first asked to help the children 
in Armenia, I wanted to make 
sure that we left in place an 
educated workforce that could 
continue to care for these chil-
dren long after we return back 
home to America.”

Due to the large amount 
of time it took to treat child 
blindness, Lee found that his 
initial lectures and workshops 
didn’t sufficiently establish an 
educated workforce in Arme-
nia after he returned to the U.S.

“That’s when the lightbulb 
went off in my head. I realized 
that we could remotely train 
doctors in a foreign country via 

the Internet to achieve a stan-
dard of care that we can pro-
vide here in the United States 
all with very little investment 
of time on our end because we 
can access the training pro-
gram remotely through differ-
ent platforms,” said Lee. 

“This is where the technol-
ogy piece came in… After we 
left, the doctors began per-
forming exams on their own 
and would then take a picture 
with the RetCam and upload 
the images, as well as what 
they thought the diagnosis 
was, to a Google account. We 
would then review the images 
and their diagnosis and reply 
with whether they got the an-
swer correct or not,” he con-
tinued. 

As a result of the intensive 
mentoring program, doctors 
in Armenia are now more able 
to treat babies at high risks of 
retinopathy of prematurity, a 
condition that causes abnor-
mal blood vessels to grow in 
the retinas of premature ba-
bies and can lead to blindness. 
According to Lee, the rate of 
blindness has dropped to less 
than 20 percent since the proj-
ect started in 2010.  

Lee also created Internet 
courses using YouTube to for-
mally train Armenian nurses 
in intensive care units. This 
initiative helped reduce the 
disharmony between nurses 
recruited from different learn-
ing backgrounds.

“One of the things that 
struck me when we were in Ar-
menia was that the nurses did 
not have any formal training 
in intensive-care unit care... 
As a result, the discipline of 
nursing varied widely based on 
which [neonatal intensive-care 
unit (NICU)] the nurse was in. 
When the government tries to 
create new neonatal intensive 
care units and recruit nurses 
from different NICUs, it had 
the potential to create friction 

because the nurses were all 
taught different things,” said 
Lee. 

After the success of his on-
line training programs in Ar-
menia, Lee realized the po-
tential his idea had to spread 
medical knowledge and care 
skills to doctors and nurses in 
developing nations.

“By developing these two 
online training programs 
where the nurses and doctors 
in Armenia could remotely 
learn without having to leave 
the comfort of their own home, 
it really opened up the ability 
to create a higher level of care 
for these desperately fragile 
children,” said Lee. 

Lee hoped audience mem-
bers of his presentation would 
realize the powerful contribu-
tions they can make in helping 
shape the world into a better 
place by utilizing technology 
to be innovative.

“It is my hope that the stu-
dents would realize the im-
pact they can have in the 
world if they brought in what 

they think they can do. The 
presentation was really less 
about how to prevent child-
hood blindness. It was more 
about the impact we can have 
if we leverage technology in a 
connected world, and I think 
[that] is a perfect sample of 
how we can learn by living in 
the world,” he said.

Lee encourages more stu-
dents to join the medical field 
to work towards creating a 
new and improved healthcare 
that provides adequate aid to 
every child.

“The old rules of how we 
deliver care and make sure 
that every child gets the atten-
tion they need are no longer 
sufficient. We need to disrupt 
healthcare and create a new 
future… by bringing the best 
and most creative minds into 
this field to disrupt and invent 
that new future,” Lee said.

“I can think of no one that is 
better prepared to provide the 
intellectual horsepower we 
will need for that future than 
a student who graduated from 

Andover,” he continued. 
During his time at Andover, 

Lee learned not to fear failure. 
He later began to accept fail-
ure as a necessary part of life. 

“In order for our world to 
progress we need to be pre-
pared to take risks and taking 
risk naturally implies the abil-
ity to accept failure repeatedly. 
Andover taught me to be resil-
ient in the face of multiple fail-
ures,” said Lee. 

After attending Andover, 
Lee earned his bachelor’s de-
gree at Johns Hopkins. He 
then completed his residency 
at Cornell, where he gradu-
ated with Honors in Research 
as a Howard Hughes Scholar, 
and attended Harvard Medical 
School.

Recently, Lee has been rec-
ognized with the Achievement 
Award from the American 
Academy of Ophthalmology for 
his contributions toward de-
veloping the field and teaching 
courses to advance the skills of 
other ophthalmologists. 

 

Andover Expresses Gratitude for Paresky Commons Staff

“It’s a long day, rain or shine, 
snow, sleep…. And you know it’s 
different. It’s very different be-
cause [students] are here all the 
time, but [the Paresky team is] 
not. It’s a very different world… 
They are trying to anticipate [stu-
dents’] needs and make sure they 
are meeting [those] needs,” said 
Kip.

Paul Robarge, Senior Food 
Services Director of Paresky 
Commons, believes that the 
Paresky team contributes to An-
dover’s strong food services pro-
gram. 

“The team makes an enormous 
difference. We have an amazing 
group of chefs that are very, very 
passionate about foods. And we 
have a community that is very 
open to new and exciting things. 
That all put together makes for a 
great program,” said Robarge.

While the event will not hap-
pen again until next year, students 
and faculty of the community 
continue to appreciate all the ef-
forts of those working in Paresky.

“Commons is really differ-
ent from the cafeteria at my old 
school,” said Abby Enes ’18 in an 
interview with The Phillipian. “At 
home, not only was the food not 
very good, but the people weren’t 
very friendly. Here, everyone is 
really nice and they want to pro-
vide you with food you actually 
enjoy.”

Paresky, which is run by a 
team of around eighty people, 
serves approximately 3,400 meals 
a day. Many people within the op-
eration have been at Andover for 
a long time.

“We promote from within. I 
would say half of our workforce 
has been with us for over 20 plus 
years, and have had, probably 
around five to seven jobs each,” 
said Robarge.
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Dr. Thomas Lee ’83 is the Director of Retina Institute in the Vision Center at Children’s Hospital Los Angeles.

Dr. Thomas Lee ’83 Uses Technology to Mentor Doctors in Armenia

JB LIM
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Nestor Payan cooks up vegetables and beef for lunch.
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Marleni Cruz and Juliana Fernanez prep food. 

Continued  from A1, Col. 2

A.MACAYA/THE PHILLIPIAN

Miguel Agulio prepares a dish at the stir fry station.
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MIT Researcher Captures 
Science Through 

Photography

Felice Frankel is no ordi-
nary photographer. A science 
photographer and a research 
scientist, Frankel spoke at last 
Wednesday’s NestED event, 
where she cheerfully veered off 
on a tangent about the unique 
properties of fluorescent cadmi-
um selenide and its use in chem-
istry, demonstrating her passion 
for science and how it contrib-
utes to her work.

Frankel, who has photo-
graphed and designed visuals 
for scientists at the Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology’s 
(M.I.T.) Center for Material Sci-
ence and Engineering for the 
past 21 years, is also a fellow of 
the American Association for 
the Advancement of Science, a 
Guggenheim Fellow, and a Se-
nior Research Fellow in Har-
vard University’s Faculty of Arts 
and Sciences.

Unlike science, photography, 
she said, was an unexpected 
passion of hers that she didn’t 
discover until later in life.

“It’s purely an avocation… 
I was totally untrained,” said 
Frankel. “I would volunteer at 
a local public television station 
in Springfield, Massachusetts. 
They were just redesigning the 
space and the architect asked 
if I knew how to take pictures 
of interiors. I said ‘Oh sure.’ Of 
course, I never did in my life. So 
I had a knack for taking pictures 
of space and so one thing lead to 
another and I started working 
for some magazines.”

“The science was in my life 
from the beginning… When I 
was young I loved science, I was 
curious about it. I think all kids 
are; I think somebody destroys 
that along the way,” said Fran-
kel.

While photographing archi-
tecture as a Senior Research 
Fellow at Harvard, Frankel first 
realized her love for scientific 
photography while helping re-
nowned chemist George Whi-
tesides photograph a cover for 
his paper on hydrophobic sub-
stances. By using colored wa-
ter and changing the composi-
tion of the photograph, Frankel 
said she made it more engaging 
and compelling to the common 
reader. The picture was eventu-
ally used in the paper.

Today, as a research scientist 
at M.I.T., Frankel works with 
researchers across the univer-
sity, encouraging them to pres-
ent  quality pictures. As a visual 
learner, she believes firmly that 
in order for advanced research 
in science to be more accessible 
to common readers, the visual 
diagrams and photographs must 
be geared towards first-time 

viewers.
During her talk, she ex-

plained how the process of 
working on these projects with 
other scientists helped her bet-
ter understand the projects they 
were completing and just how 
significant some of the projects 
were.

“The most important thing 
is that when I don’t understand 
what they’re doing, I say ‘I don’t 
understand what you’re doing’… 
You have to really get beyond 
the technical challenges and 
that’s the science part of the job. 
You sort of have to understand 
how it works and what’s going 
on. I just love my subject. My 
subject is science and engineer-
ing. I just use a tool – it happens 
to be that my tool is a camera. 
Other people use words. Other 
people use a pencil and paper. 
My tool is something that I’m 
comfortable using, because I’ve 
been using it for so many years,” 
said Frankel.

Apart from her work at 
M.I.T., Frankel is also respon-
sible for the creation of “Pic-
turing to Learn,” a program 
funded by the National Science 
Foundation which studied the 
benefits of learning by teaching. 
Students from Harvard, M.I.T., 
Duke University, and Roxbury 
Community College were asked 
to create drawings explaining 
certain concepts in science. The 
project’s database now contains 
nearly 3,000 illustrations, all of 
which can be found online.

More recently, Frankel has 
created her own online Massive 
Open Online Course (MOOC) 
titled: “Making Science and 
Engineering Pictures: A Prac-
tical Guide to Presenting Your 
Work,” which focuses on teach-
ing others the same method she 
has learned to use during her 
career. 

Frankel encourages students 
who are interested in scientific 
photography to contact her 
through her website.

“I feel very deeply not to call 
myself an artist,” said Frankel. 
“You might think that some of 
these images are art, but for me 
they are information. I’m try-
ing to design the image so that 
it engages people to ask ques-
tions. Really I just want to turn 
the world on to science, because 
it’s really quite remarkable. Sci-
ence is amazing. It gets me cra-
zy when people say: ‘Well I was 
never really good at science.’ 
There’s no excuse for that.”

NestEd presentations feature 
a series of makers, educators, 
artists, and innovators to share 
their experiences and demo 
their projects. They are held 
every Wednesday in The Nest, 
located in the basement of the 
Oliver Wendell Holmes Library. 
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Wingmasters Program Takes Flight in Ornithology Class

Nuzzling and whispering 
softly to the American kes-
trel perched on her wrist, Julie 
Anne Collier displayed one of 
the many birds of prey kept by 
Wingmasters, while her partner, 
Jim Parks, offered information 
about the bird. Thomas Cone, 
Instructor in Biology, brought 
the bird group onto campus for 
his Ornithology class last Thurs-
day. 

Wingmasters is an organi-
zation dedicated to increasing 
public understanding and ap-
preciation of North American 
birds of prey through enrich-
ment programs in schools. Each 
program is designed to teach 
about a specific aspect of the 
birds’ histories, with topics such 
as ancient civilizations, falconry 
and the medieval world, or Na-
tive American artifacts.

During their presentation for 
Cone’s class, Collier and Parks 
showed the audience some of 
the local birds of prey that the 
two have adopted after the birds 
suffered injuries that prevented 
them from living in the wild. 
Students learned about birds 
like the American kestrel, the 
peregrine falcon, the red-tailed 
hawk, the barred owl, the great 
horned owl, the northern saw-
whet owl, and the barn owl.

In an interview with The 
Phillipian, Cone said, “These are 
fascinating birds… It’s wonder-
ful to have some people who are 
really knowledgable about them 
to come. It’s not like a zoo where 
you read a sign, you see a bird, 
and you walk off to the next sign 
to see the next bird. We see how 
knowledgeable they really are 
about [the birds]. Unfortunately, 
they can’t all be released into the 
wild because they’re hurt, but 
obviously they’re healthy and 

being well taken care of.” 
Collier and Parks emphasized 

how human impact on the envi-
ronment is affecting all types of 
birds of prey in the Northeast. 
Along with severe deforesta-
tion, pesticides and rat poisons 
consumed by the birds’ prey can 
seriously injure or even kill the 
birds. 

“This is a bird that’s called 
the barn owl because it used to 
be common in barns. But unfor-
tunately, it no longer is, because 
we poisoned the environment. 
That is a bird that can take a rat 
or a mouse and not get bitten, 
because it comes down on those 
silent wings. But, unfortunately, 
it lives near people, and that 
means it eats poisoned rats and 
mice,” said Collier during the 
presentation. 

“We used to rescue [Ameri-
can kestrels] all the time 20 years 
ago, and we rarely see them now. 
Maybe we get one or two in dur-
ing the course of a year. While 
we can get quite a few hawks 
and owls in during the year, we 
rarely see kestrels,” said Parks. 

Anna Kramer ’16, a student 
in Cone’s Ornithology class, 
thought that seeing the birds 
she has studied up close was an 
significant addition to the class’s 
curriculum.

“It was important to see the 
birds up close because we got a 
chance to observe each of their 
unique characteristics. Also, 
generally speaking, the male and 
female birds looked very differ-
ent from each other when we got 
a closer look at. That was some-
thing I hadn’t gotten a chance 
to see until the presentation,” 
wrote Kramer in an email to The 
Phillipian.

Students from other biol-
ogy classes were also invited to 
watch the presentation. Emily 
Ortiz ’19 connected facts about 

each bird’s adaptations with her 
Biology 100 class’s evolution 
unit.

“My favorite part was watch-
ing the barn owl fly, and seeing 
how silent it was compared to all 
the other birds. It was cool to see 
the adaptations each of the birds 
had to their different environ-
mental factors... It’s something 
that you can read out of a text-
book, but it’s a completely dif-
ferent thing to see it in action,” 
said Ortiz.

Collier and Parks co-found-
ed Wingmasters in 1994. Since 
then, the duo have presented 

over 5000 programs in schools, 
libraries, and museums in New 
England.

In an interview with The Phil-
lipian, Parks said, “I was work-
ing in management, and [Julie] 
was working as a dictionary edi-
tor, and we were both drawn to 
these kinds of birds, and I can’t 
tell you why. We formed this or-
ganization to rescue and reha-
bilitate and release the birds that 
we care for... Because we wanted 
to show audiences, especially 
young audiences, things that live 
around them, and why some of 
them are in trouble.” 

The duo has presented for 
Andover’s Ornithology class ev-
ery year since 2012. Cone consid-
ers seeing the birds they study in 
person an important part of his 
students’ learning process. 

Cone said, “I teach ornithol-
ogy, and we talk about raptors… 
We talk about them, but it’s so 
much fun to actually see them. 
Usually on Thursdays we go 
out and look for the birds on 
field trips, but this Thursday, 
the birds come to us, and these 
aren’t birds we usually see, so it’s 
really fun.” 

Submit 
Photo of the Week!

Email:
lhamann and jwolfe1

NICHOLAS TOLDALAGI
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Julie Anne Collier, raptor rehabilitator, created Wingmasters with Jim Parks in 1994.  She is holding up an 
American kestrel.

CECELIA VIEIRA
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Runners Don Pink in Support 
At Third Annual “Step Up for Colleen” 

COURTESY OF KRISTEN WALSH

Tweets of the Trade
This Week’s News In 140 Characters

Johnny Rex ’17, a runner 
in the race, said, “My sister is 
studying education at college, 
and she received the scholar-
ship from the Ritzer family last 
year in her senior year at high 
school. We felt because the fam-
ily is giving us the scholarship 
and they’ve been doing a lot for 
us, running at the race is really 
the least we can do for the fam-
ily and for Colleen, and it seems 
like a really good cause. It’s ac-
tually our first year doing the 
race, but we’re definitely going 
to continue it in the future.” 

Rex took part in the race to 
support the Ritzer family and to 
memorialize Colleen’s positive 
influence on the Andover com-
munity.

“It is important to take part 
in these kind of events because 
it raises awareness of the issue. 
Who would have ever expected 
this to happen to the Ritzer 
family? The tragic event that 
she went through is eye open-

ing to teachers and specifically 
women in education, and this 
event is definitely commemo-
rating the life of Colleen. I think 
everyone was there to support 
the family,” said Rex.

Ananda Kao ’18 also took 
part in the race for her third 
consecutive year.

“I have run this race for 
three years now, in memory of 
Colleen Ritzer, her family, and 
all the people who were affect-
ed. It is always amazing to see 
how many people come out on 
this Sunday morning each year 
and race to support the Ritzers. 
I think it is important for peo-
ple to take part in events like 
these to recognize the tragedies 
but also to support those most 
affected by them. When I was at 
the race, I could tell how much 
the Ritzers appreciate this 
event, and the joy that it brings 
them is why I race,” said Kao.

Christopher Capano, Direc-
tor of Student Activities, main-
ly helped strategize ways for 
members of the school to wel-
come the runners onto campus. 

Capano reached out to the Blue 
Key Heads and Drumline to 
help cheer the participants on.

        
“It’s part of the town so we 

decided to be involved in some 
way. Because it’s a town thing, 
it nice to show some support to-
wards the cause in some small 
way,” said Capano.

This year’s race offered fea-
tures such as face painting, bal-
loon artistry, and a photo booth. 
Many runners brought their 
baby joggers and dogs to ac-
company them throughout the 
run.      

Payton Jancsy ’16, member 
of 2015-2016 Blue Key Heads, 
wrote in an email to The Phil-
lipian, “There was a huge turn-
out for the runners, I was genu-
inely surprised to see just how 
many people came out in mem-
ory of Colleen; I think it speaks 
volumes to who she was as a 
person. I think it was a great 
day for the Andover community 
and it was special for our school 
to be a part of it.”

Cont. from A1, Col. 3

Victoria Bergeron ’16, left, Nikki Dlesk ’17, Laura Bilal ’17, Caroline Shipley ’16, and Jordy Fenton ’17.

Richard T. Greener, Andover Class of 1865

Abasi continued, “He is a 
daily reminder that milestones 
in racial progress, small or 
large, must not only be an arti-
fact of our past. They must, and 
do, exist in our present and our 
future.”

Freeland had the honor of 
physically unmasking the por-
trait, alongside Dr. S. Allen 
Counter, Director of the Har-
vard Foundation.

“As we pulled on the cord to 
unveil the portrait, I not only 
felt a part of history, but I felt 
a part of the future. Greener’s 
face now perpetually sits in a 
place where his legacy cannot 
be ignored,” said Freeland.

Freeland graduated Andover 
exactly 150 years after Greener 
and was awarded the Richard 
T. Greener 1865 Endowment 
Scholarship upon his admission 
to Andover in 2011.

The Greener scholarship was 
established in 1989 by Andover 
alumni. It is a full-tuition schol-
arship given annually with, ac-
cording to the Financial Aid 
Office, “preference for under-
represented students of color.” 

“One hundred fifty years 
after Greener’s graduation, 
150 years after the end of the 
[American] Civil War, 150 years 
after the ratification of the 
thirteenth, fourteenth, and fif-
teenth amendments… I felt a 
great deal of personal connec-
tion,” said Freeland in a phone 
interview with The Phillipian.

Steve Coit, Harvard alum 
and official portrait painter of 
the Portraiture Project, spent a 
considerable amount of time re-
searching Greener before start-
ing the painting.

In an email to The Phillipian, 
Coit wrote, “Apparently at the 
time, Andover was so focused 
on training students in Latin 
and Greek that Greener found 
himself at Harvard ill-prepared 
in math and science, and had to 
take a ‘gap year’ (before it was 
called that) to catch up with ev-
eryone else.”

“But it also sounds like An-
dover is where he really start-
ed to hit his stride,” continued 

Coit. “His roommate in Stough-
ton, the dorm pictured in the 
portrait, was also his best friend 
from Andover.”

Coit’s portrait of Greener is 
on full display in Annenberg 
Hall, the Freshman dining hall 
at Harvard.

“It’s really exciting for me to 
see Greener’s face everyday in 
the dining hall in which I eat,” 
said Freeland.

Robert Rush ’14, a sophomore 
at Harvard, was also a recipient 
of the Greener Scholarship, and 
was in attendance at the unveil-

ing ceremony. Like Freeland, 
Rush is hoping that Andover 
will show more recognition to-
ward Greener and his legacy.

“When I found [out] who 
[Greener] was and what he ac-
complished, it reaffirmed my 
place at Andover,” wrote Rush 
in an email to The Phillipian. 
“But it also disappointed me 
that Andover hasn’t recognized 
him and other African-Amer-
ican students that challenged 
the status quo. I hope that this 
example at Harvard will push 
Andover to recognize the im-

portance of having equal repre-
sentation, both in student body 
and in its history.”

Greener’s legacy at Andover 
currently lives on by way of the 
scholarship in his name and a 
framed copy of a “ Phillips Bul-
letin,” from July 1922, which 
features him and hangs next 
to the entrance of the Office of 
Community and Multicultural 
Development. 

“I would really love to see 
some physical recognition or 
commemoration of Greener at 
Andover… whether that’s a por-

trait, plaque, room,” said Free-
land.

In an email to The Phillipian, 
Head of School John Palfrey, 
who was invited by Freeland to 
the ceremony but was unable to 
attend, said, “Richard T. Green-
er was a trailblazing intellec-
tual and visionary leader whose 
character continued to blossom 
during his time at Andover. I am 
incredibly grateful to Harvard 
for choosing to honor his legacy 
with such permanence and vis-
ibility.”

Cont. from A1, Col. 5

THOMAS W. FRANCK – THE HARVARD CRIMSON
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IMAGE REPRODUCED COURTESY OF THE ARTIST, STEPHEN E. COIT. 
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

Devontae Freeland ’15 spoke at the unveiling ceremony last week

A group from the Class of 1865, with Greener in the center. As from a July, 
1915 copy of “The Phillips Bulletin.”

The portrait of Richard T. Greener now hangs in the freshman dining hall 
at Harvard.

First Black Graduate at Andover and Harvard



*society*SPORTS
Volume CXXXIX | Number 11 May 6, 2016

Softball 

B5: The Olympic Gold med-
alist came to talk to Andover 
Softball this week.

Jessica Mendoza
Alumnus Feature

B7: Former Post-Gradu-
ate Garnsey captured ACC 
Rookie of the Year in his first 
season at Notre Dame.

Ryder Garnsey ’15Meet the Team 
Girls Water Polo

B2:  The Phillipian fetures 
the Co-Captains and player 
of the week of  the Girls Wa-
ter Polo team.

Andover Snags Double Header Against NMH, Narrow Win Over Brooks

With the score locked at 1-1 
and a 1-0 count at the bottom of 
the eighth inning, Co-Captain 
John Simourian ’16 belted a 
line drive to center field which 
drove Taylor Beckett ’17 from 
second base to home plate, 
giving Andover a 2-1 walkoff 
win against Brooks. With two 
back-to-back wins earlier in the 

week against Northfield Mount 
Hermon (NMH), Andover now 
holds a 9-2 record, and the team 
is on a four-game win streak. 

Simourian, who boasts a 
0.485 batting average on the 
season, said, “I stepped into the 
box just wanting to hit the ball 
as hard as I could. Taylor did a 
great job leading off and getting 
on second and I was just trying 
to drive him in.”

 Andover’s game against 
Brooks was a defensive show-
down. With pitcher Sam Conte 
’18 throwing four strikeouts and 
allowing only three hits from 
the mound, the game was tied 
1-1 after four innings. Andover’s 
run came after Nick Latham ’16 
singled, advanced to third, and 
made it home on a failed Brooks 
double play attempt. 

Conte and Simourian formed 
a confident pitcher-catcher dy-
namic that carried Andover to 
its victory.

Conte said, “I didn’t have 

a lot of control early on, but 
I settled in. When I realized 
I didn’t have it… the one per-
son who was always there and 
helping me through it was John 
Simourian... He helped me 
through [the game] and I feel 
like I could do anything with 
him.” 

Conte left the game after 
throwing 71 pitches in four 
innings. Matt Wesoloski ’16 
closed out the remainder of 
the game with four shutout in-
nings, striking out five players 
and allowing only one hit. 

With the score knotted at 
one-all after seven innings, the 
game went to extras. Wesoloski 
put out three Brooks batters in 
the top of the inning, and Beck-
ett and Simourian’s doubles fin-
ished off the game.

 Simourian said, “ I step [into 
the batter’s box] looking to kill 
the first pitch I like and know-
ing I can hit any pitcher”

 Earlier in the week, Ando-

ver’s offense exploded for a 
total of 27 runs in the 10-4 and 
17-1 routes against NMH in a 
double header.

 In the first game, Andover 
scored at a consistent rate, av-
eraging at least one run per 
inning. Richie Ciufo ’16 went 
2-3 with a double, a triple, and 
three runs batted in, and he 
drew two walks as well. Latham 
went 2-5 with two doubles, an 
RBI, and a run.

 Travis Lane ’18 pitched 5 in-
nings and notched 7 strikeouts. 
Wesoloski pitched the final 1 � 
innings, getting two strikeouts 
and recording the save.

 Not soon after, Andover’s 
bats stayed hot for a 17-1 victory 
over NMH. Andover saw offen-
sive contributions across the 
board, with eight batters get-
ting at least one hit.

Leading the way were Conte, 
who went 2-4 with two singles 
and four RBIs, and Co-Captain 
Payton Jancsy ’16, who went 

2-4 with two singles and two 
runs. The team flourished with 
assistance from Coach Adam 
Wright.

 “We had a great mindset 
starting off. Helping us was 
Coach Wright, he’s very good at 
the mental part of the game. KG 
always talks about how if we do 
the little things right, the big 
things will take care of them-
selves, and Coach Wright helps 
a lot with the little things”, said 
Conte. 

Andover was as consistent 
defensively as it was offen-
sively. Robby Cerulle ’17 took 
the ball as the starting pitcher, 
and he allowed only three hits 
over six shutout innings on the 
mound. Anthony Redfern ’18 
pitched the seventh inning and 
recorded a strikeout. 

This weekend, Andover fac-
es off against Phillips Exeter 
Academy in a doubleheader, 
hoping to extend its four game 
winning streak.

LEO BROTHER
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Tides Turn in the Second Half for Andover in Tight Loss

Heading into the second half 
of the game with a 5-4 lead 
against Governor’s, midfielder 
Kate McIntire ’19 bolted past 
her defenders and slung the 
ball into the far right corner of 
the net, scoring her first goal of 
the game. Her efforts were not 
enough, however, as Andover 
ultimately fell 9-8 to Governor’s, 
dropping the team’s season re-
cord to 2-5.

Andover started off strong 
in the first half of the game, 
demonstrating shooting and 
passing accuracy. Defender 
Courtney Masotti ’17 and mid-
fielder Lauren Overly ’17 each 
scored one goal, and midfielder 
Beth Krikorian ’17 scored three 
goals. Ananda Kao ’18, Sarah 
Rigazio ’18, Overly, and Krikori-
an each tallied one assist, while 
goalie and Post-Graduate Livy 
Golini ’16 made three crucial 
saves for Andover.

 Krikorian said, “We had a 
very strong game defensive-
ly. We worked well together to 
minimize Governors’ shots. Of-
fensively we improved on tran-
sitioning the ball and on using 
our plays in the offensive end.” 

Katherine McIntire ’19 said, 
“In this game, we trusted each 
other and were able to move 
the ball better on offense while 
coordinating well on defense 
and causing strong turnovers, 
allowing us to get possession 
and transfer the ball. We also 

were able to execute some of the 
plays we have been working on 
in practice, which created many 
good opportunities for us to at-
tack the net.”  

In the second half, Andover 
set out to capitalize on its strong 
first half performance. The 
team’s inability to force turn-
overs and create opportunities 
for offensive possession, howev-
er, prevented it from scoring.

Kao said, “Right from the 
start and up until the very last 
second, everyone put forth their 
best effort. We worked together, 
lifted each other up and left it all 
on the field. The game was back 
and forth; we got ahead, then 
they caught up and got ahead, 
and then we started to come 
back but ran out of time.”

The game was largely deter-
mined by draw control. Gov-

ernor’s outpaced Andover on 
several plays that amounted to 
goals. Andover will continue to 
work on midfield transitions to 
improve its spacing and cuts. 

Kao said, “I think we need 
to stay poised and play smart 
throughout the game. Offen-
sively, we are focusing on keep-
ing possession and therefore 
controlling the game. With the 
focus on possession, we will 

look to improve our shot se-
lection and placement in order 
to get the best shots and avoid 
turnovers. Defensively, we will 
work mostly on communicating 
the open player, when to slide 
and we will work on fronting 
their cutters.”

The team will face Tabor 
on Saturday and will look to 
improve its offensive strategy 
during practice this week.

JENNIFER LEE

GIRLSLACROSSE
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Beth Krikorian ’17 netted three goals in Andover’s game against Governor’s.
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Robby Cerulle ’17 only allowed three hits over six innings in Andover’s 17-1 win over NMH.
M.ZERBEY/THE PHILLIPIAN
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CO-CAPTAIN

Sasha Newton ’16
PLAYER OF THE WEEK

Giulia Paletti ’16

Giulia Paletti ’16 is a Post-Graduate from Italy.
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The team cheers Giulia Paletti ’16 as she throws the ball.

J.WOLFE/THE PHILLIPIAN

Co-Captain Sasha Newton ’16 is known for her shooting precision.

Ever since scoring the 
game-winning goal in the 2014 
New England Preparatory 
School Athletic Council (Nep-
sac) Water Polo Championship 
against Choate, Co-Captain Sa-
sha Newton ’16 has been hungry 
to lead Andover back to its for-
mer championship glory.

Newton’s offensive prow-
ess and leadership skill proved 
crucial in Andover’s champi-
onship run in 2014, and those 
same qualities have made her 
an accomplished captain. Her 
infectious charisma and talent 
have greatly influenced the un-
derclassmen on the team.

Jess Gearan ’18 said, “Sasha 
is super supportive, and at prac-
tice when me or another one 
of my teammates doesn’t un-
derstand something, she pulls 
us aside and goes over the skill 
with us so we understand it and 
can apply it in the game.”

Commenting on Newton’s 
most prominent skill, Gear-
an said, “Sasha is a really good 
shooter and can basically shoot 

from anywhere in the pool.”
Newton’s lethal shooting 

ability is potent when combined 
with her ability to lead in and 
out of the pool.

Gearan said, “Before every 
single game, she is always re-
ally inspirational and gets us 
pumped up. Her cheeriness 
spreads to all of us and we al-
ways become really excited. 
At Deerfield, which was one of 
our tougher opponents she was 
scoring a bunch of goals and in 
overtime her and a Deerfield 
girl went back to back and kept 
on scoring and it was just really 
inspirational. I think the end she 
even scored the winning goal.

“Also outside of the pool, she 
is like literally the cheeriest per-
son ever,” she continued. “She 
always has a smile on her face, 
and she is the type of captain 
where if you have anything go-
ing on, like anything, she is the 
type of person who will give you 
the best advice. Like sometimes 
she even helps me with my 
Spanish projects or even other 
homework.”

At practice, Newton not only 
helps the experienced members, 
but also helps the newcomers to 
the sport.

Sarah Choi ’18, a new Lower, 
said, “I came into Water Polo 
this year without knowing how 
to do anything. During practice 
when we would have partners, 
she would instantly come to me 
and ask me to be her partner and 
help me with all the water polo 
skills. She is a really hard work-
er and makes everything fun.”

Newton’s hopes for this sea-
son are ambitious, but she has 
the experience to lead Andover 
to victory. Newton was raised in 
Lafayette, Calif., one of the pre-
mier locations for water polo in 
the country. Many of the club 
teams in California are regarded 
as the best in the United States.

Newton said, “And in Cal-
ifornia, it is basically like the 
water polo Mecca. Especially in 
southern California, but also in 
Northern California there are 
some really good club teams. I 
started playing in sixth grade 
for 680 Drivers; it’s a water polo 
club. And I played club water 
polo throughout my time before 
starting Andover.”

In her first few years of the 
sport, Newton played for her 
school team and a club team. 
As a three-year Senior, New-
ton spent her first year of high 
school in California and ab-
sorbed as much as she could 
from role models in her home-
town.

Newton said, “Before I went 
to Andover – at my old high 
school – two Seniors... were su-
per inclusive for me at a time 
where I was still a little nervous 
around the sport. And also my 
club coach, Todd Halverson – 
who was my first water polo 
coach [and] who was really en-
couraging – helped me foster a 
love for the sport.”

Andover looks poised to 
make a strong playoff run under 
the strong leadership of Newton 
and fellow Co-Captain Alexa 
Pagano ’16.

CO-CAPTAIN

Alexa Rodriguez Pagano ’16

L.HAMANN/THE PHILLIPIAN

Co-Captain Alexa Pagano ’16 has been on the team since Junior year.

Leading Andover Girls Wa-
ter Polo to a 5-1 record so far this 
season, Co-Captain Alexa Rodri-
guez Pagano ’16 is looking to guide 
Andover to a New England Prep 
School Athletic Conference (Nep-
sac) Championship for the first 
time since 2014.

As a four-year veteran on the 
team, Rodriguez Pagano brings a 
wealth of knowledge about water 
polo to the pool during Andover’s 
practices and games. Additional-
ly, Rodriguez Pagano always tries 
to raise team morale in different 
ways, establishing strong rela-
tionships with every member of 
the team and providing optimism 
during practices.

Three-year player Sarah 
Al-Mayahi ’17 said, “She has so 
many different skills because she 
has so much experience. She’s also 
just a really good whole set. She 
talks a lot, communicates a lot, and 
gives advice. She tries to have per-
sonal relationships with every sin-
gle player. She’s very positive, she’s 
never negative, she always brings 
a positive energy to practice, and 
she’s always smiling.”

Rodriguez Pagano’s close rela-
tionship with fellow Co-Captain 
Sasha Newton ’16 also makes them 
a solid pair of team leaders. 

While providing positive en-
couragement to her teammates, 
Rodriguez Pagano also under-
stands the need to always remain 
focused during workouts in order 
to improve every week. The bal-
ance of fun and seriousness in her 
leadership makes Rodriguez Paga-
no an approachable and admirable 

figure on the team.
Choi added, “Sometimes we’ll 

joke around or get distracted and 
[the Co-Captains] are the people 
who say, ‘Okay guys, we have to 
work on – whatever. We have to 
stay committed and just stay fo-
cused.’ They’re really good at mak-
ing everyone comfortable. While 
we’re scrimmaging they always try 
to give people advice.”

Newton said, “Alexa is serious 
about her sport and brings an ad-
mirable intensity but knows how 
to have fun. She is relaxed and easy 
to collaborate with!”

Rodriguez Pagano dedicates a 
significant amount of her time as 
a leader on the team to suggesting 
different ways for her teammates 
to improve.

Katherine Sweetser ’17 said, “In 
practice, Alexa always gives help-
ful feedback to the girls and she 
encourages us to make the most 
of every drill; she encourages us to 
always push ourselves. She is also 
very aware in games and very good 
at communicating with the team 
on important ways we can improve 
our game strategy.”

During games, Rodriguez Pa-
gano shares her insight and expe-
rience with the rest of her team-
mates in order to devise the best 
possible method to handle a game-
play situation.

Rodriguez Pagano extends her 
leadership particularly to new 
members of the team who may 
have limited experience playing 
water polo. Rodriguez Pagano 
holds the team’s newest recruits to 
a high standard and expects them 
to step up and learn the new sport 
quickly. Always looking to help 
others improve, Rodriguez Pagano 

pushes these newcomers to their 
limits in the pool.

“The thing I like about her is 
that she treats you as if you’ve been 
playing water polo for a very long 
time,” said Choi. “I started playing 
this year, so I didn’t know any-
thing about water polo. But during 
games when I would be defending 
her, she would always be really ag-
gressive and she would teach me 
how to do certain skills and defens-
es.”

Rodriguez Pagano and Newton 
always remind their teammates to 
approach them with any questions 
they may have. Additionally, the 
Co-Captains do not hesitate to tell 
the team about its steady improve-
ment before every game.

With Rodriguez Pagano at the 
helm, Andover hopes to finish its 
season on a successful note.

Editor’s Note: Sarah Al-Maya-
hi is an Illustration Editor for The 
Phillipian.

STEPHAN MIN

New to Andover Girls Wa-
ter Polo as a Post-Graduate, 
Giulia Paletti ’16 has had an 
impressive start, scoring 11 
goals since the beginning of the 
season. Tallying 7 goals in just 
one game, Paletti has proved 
to be a dominant presence in 
the pool for Andover. Hailing 
from Italy, Paletti’s experience 
and passion for the game have 
helped her gel quickly with a 
new team.

Co-Captain Sasha Newton 
’16 said, “Giulia is a leader on 
the team and encourages her 
teammates to play with the 
same intensity she has. She is 
a strong offensive player and 
consistently scores in games. 
Giulia helps her teammates 
with developing their water 
polo expertise by offering tips 
to players who haven’t played 
for as long.”

Where did you play before 
coming to Andover?

I played for seven years 
for my city club team, Aquat-
ica Torino, in Italy, which is a 
strong and competitive country 
in water polo. I have changed 
five different coaches over my 
athletic career, but I owe my 
passion for water polo and my 
skills to my former Croatian 
coach Vido Bogdan.

How is the game different 
in the United States?

In terms of techniques, one 
of the differences I noticed 
coming to Andover is that 
the games we play in Italy are 
slightly more physical which 
makes every minute very in-
tense. I really enjoy playing in 
the United States though, and 
here I am able to put into prac-
tice the skills I learned back 
home as well as those I am cur-
rently learning. 

How do you keep your cool 
in high-pressure situations?

Music makes me be focused 
before games and helps me 
handle pressure. It may sound 
crazy but I only listen to the 
same three songs every time 
before warming up (“Banga-
rang” is one of them), because 
I need the kind of music that 
makes me start feeling the fast 
rhythm of a game. When I feel 
pressure, I also remind myself 
that my real goal is to have fun 
during the game.

What is your favorite part 
about water polo?

What I love about water polo 
is that the tension is always 
very high and I personally like 
scoring in counterattack, when 
explosiveness is very important 
and adrenaline gets very high. 
I also like water polo so much 
because it is a team sport and if 
you fall down your teammates 
are there to help you get up.

 
What do you do to keep 

your skills to their full poten-
tials?

I always try to attend the 
free swim hours because I find 
that those times are a good op-
portunity to practice skills and 
keep my endurance up. I also 
try to watch my alimentation 
during the season and to get a 
good amount of sleep before 
games.

 
How do you train back 

home?
Back home, I practice from 

September to June, and com-
pete in the Italian Interregional 
Championship since the March 
7, 2010, date of my first game 
with the first team. I put a lot 
of time and effort into all the 
aspects of my sport and I real-
ly try to push all the team to do 
the same.

What is your trick for suc-
cess in the pool?

I usually play flat because 
I am a good shooter from the 
distance and during every man 
up offence, me and Sasha New-
ton ’16 stay on the 5 meters 
line because we have a strong 
shot from the distance and we 
make the ball go around with 
safe passes and coordinate the 
other players. I also really like 
counterattacking and leaving 
my opponent behind, receiving 
the ball with a long pass from 
one of the goalies, Emma or 
Anna, or from the field players, 
and shooting when I arrive as 
close as possible to the other 
goal, with just the other team’s 
goalie in front of me. 

What are you looking for-
ward to for the rest of the 
season?

I hope we will all be strong 
and in perfect shape for the 
next games and that we will 
make it to the Nepsac Champi-
onship. Also, my personal goal 
is to improve on my explosive-
ness and awareness in the wa-
ter, two things on which our 
coach Dan O’Shea is putting a 
lot of emphasis.
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GOLF

Golf: Terms of the Game
NITHISH KALPAT

Andover Places Fourth in Invitational 

With a six over round of 78, 
first seed Alexa Tsay ’17 led An-
dover Golf to a fourth-place fin-
ish out of eight teams at the An-
dover Invitational on Saturday. 
Combined with a 12-0 win over 
St. Mark’s last Friday, Andover 
continues its strong start to the 
season with a 5-1-1 record.

The team traveled to the 
prestigious Newport Country 
Club in Rhode Island to host 
the annual Andover Invitation-
al on Saturday. The course is 
filled with rich history, as it held 
both the first U.S. Open and U.S. 
Amateur Championship in 1895 
and was one of the five founding 
clubs of the United States Golf 
Association.

Andover placed fourth ahead 
of Deerfield, Tabor, Hotchkiss, 
and Salisbury. The team finished 
behind Phillips Exeter Academy, 
Taft, and Loomis. Exeter had a 
very strong performance, break-
ing the all-time record for the 
event by one stroke with a com-
bined score of 298; Deerfield set 
the previous record at 299 in 
2013.

 The weather was mild and 

less windy than in past years, 
which allowed for strong scores 
from the team. Co-Captains 
Pranav Tadikonda ’16 and Pe-
ter Hahn ’16 posted scores of 81 
and 85, respectively. Chelsea Liu 
’16 and John Witt ’18 both shot 
rounds of 82.

Tadikonda said, “The course 
conditions were near perfect 
and we really lucked out with 
the weather. Sometimes, it 
can get kind of raw out on the 
course, but we didn’t really have 
to worry about the temperature 
or precipitation this year.”

The pristine course, however, 
gave the team great difficulties, 
as it featured undulating greens, 
deep greenside bunkers, and tall 
rough.

“Every player felt like they 
left a few shots out there,” said 
Hahn. “Having said that, I think 
we all grinded out the scores 
that we did, avoiding big mis-
takes and staying optimistic 
when things were not going our 
way.”

 Tadikonda said, “Newport is 
a course where you always feel 
like you’re battling the course 
for 18 full holes. Whether it’s 
the wind or the quick greens or 
course design, you need to be 
focused and completely present 
for the entire round.”

 “The greens were very firm, 
so they didn’t receive approach 

shots very well,” said Hahn.
 Despite solid scores, the team 

still sees room for improvement 
and looks forward to the event 
next year.

“The Andover Invitational is 
always a great event: eight strong 
schools competing on the nicest 
course of the season. While the 
team didn’t place as high as we’d 
hoped, I think that we showed 
consistency and posted some 
respectable scores,” Tsay said. 
“Hopefully next year we can try 
to overcome some of the teams 
that beat us.”

 Last Friday, Andover swept 
St. Mark’s in a dominant fash-
ion at Indian Ridge Country 
Club, its home course. Led by 
newcomer Harry Choi ’18, who 
posted a score of 36 and contrib-
uted a 5&4 victory, all eight team 
members won their individual 
matches. Andover also displayed 
impressive teamwork, securing 
all four best-ball match victories.

 Tadikonda said, “I think ev-
eryone had a good week of prac-
tice leading up to the Friday 
match and came out firing on all 
cylinders early on to get some of 
the matches over with before the 
final holes.”

 Hahn said, “Obviously when 
you beat a team by a wide mar-
gin, it’s a huge confidence boost-
er. I think we all went into our 
matches with confidence, and 

that translated to strong per-
formances. We also had home 
course advantage for the St. 
Mark’s match, which is no small 
deal.”

Andover hopes to continue its 
success against Dexter South-

field on Friday and against Deer-
field, one of its strongest com-
petitors, on Saturday.

Editor’s Note: Alexa Tsay is 
Executive Editor of The Phillip-
ian.

NITHISH KALPAT
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Chelsea Liu ’16 will play golf at Washington University in St. Louis next year.
COURTESY OF HALEY AVERY

Par – noun \pär\  -  The expected score on a hole.

Birdie –noun bird·ie \br-dē\  - One stroke below the expected 
score of par.

Eagle – noun ea·gle \ē-gl\  - Two strokes below the expected 
score of par.

Bogey – noun bo·gey  - One stroke over the expected score of 
par.

Up and Down – noun \p n(d) daun\ - Taking two strokes to get 
your ball in the hole when your ball is off the green.

Best ball – noun best·ball \bes(t)-bl\ - Group play in which 
the lowest score of the team on a hole is taken.

Stroke play – noun stroke·play \strōkplā\ - The convention-
al form of play in which  a player’s score is the cumulative num-
ber of strokes taken.

Match play – noun match·play \mach plā\ - A match in 
which players directly compete against each other, earning 
points by having the lowest score on a hole.

Scramble – noun scram·ble \skram-bl\ - Group play in which 
the team chooses the best shot out of its players and everyone 
plays from that spot.

Dormie – adjective dor·mie \dr-mē\ - In match play, when a 
player is up by the same number of points as holes that remain.

Never played or watched a golf match before? Don’t understand any of the phrases used in golf? 
Brush up on your terminology here:

Green in Regulation – noun green·in·regulation \grēnin, 
n, n re-gy-lā-shn\ - Getting onto a green in two less strokes 
than par.

Draw – noun \dr\ - A shot that curves from right to left for 
right-handed players; hook.

Fade – noun \fād\ - A shot that curves from left to right for 
right-handed players; cut; slice.

Handicap – noun hand·i·cap  \han-di-kap, -dē-\ - The num-
ber of strokes over par that a player normally shoots for a 
round.

Lag – verb \lag\ - A shot intended to be short of the hole.

Lie – verb \lī\ - The position of the ball when it comes to rest.

Fried Egg – noun fried·egg /frīd/ \eg\ - When the golf ball is 
buried in the sand bunker.

Sit - verb \sit\ - What a golfer yells when the ball is going past 
the hole; bite.

Fat - adjective \fat\ - When a golfer hits the ground before 
the golf ball; chunk.

Thin - adjective \thin\ - When a golfer hits the ball on the 
bottom of the club face and makes little to no divot.

Doubles Dominance Leads to Sweep
 Fourth singles Chase Denholm 

’18 rocketed a backhand shot down 
the line, whipping the ball past his 
opponent to snag an 8-0 victory. 
Denholm’s wins in both his dou-
bles and singles matches helped 
Andover to sweep St. Paul’s 7-0. 

Jonathan Jow ’16 said, “Against 

St Paul’s, specifically, I think Chase 
played a really good game. He won 
his doubles match 8-0 and his sin-
gles 8-0, so he was playing really 
strong on that day. Chase plays re-
ally well indoors because he is just 
generally a power player, and when 
there is no conditions to interrupt 

his play it’s much easier for him to 
hit really clean shots.”

Due to terrible weather condi-
tions, Andover played its match in-
doors against St. Paul’s. Andover’s 
games against Groton, Noble and 
Greenough, and Phillips Exeter 
Academy were all cancelled as a 
result of weather circumstances. 
Because of the long rain delay, 
Andover was forced to adhere 
to an altered game format. The 
teams played eight-game pro sets, 
in which each match consisted of 
only eight games. 

Andover had a roaring start, 
dominating the early doubles 
matches.

First doubles Anupreeth Cora-
mutla ’17 and Captain Chris Kralik 
’17 won 8-2, second doubles Brian 
Niguidula ’17 and Denholm domi-
nated 8-0, and third doubles Tyler 
Shen ’17 and Jow outlasted their 
opponents 8-4. 

Denholm said, “The doubles 
point is so important because it sets 
the tone for the rest of the match. 
It can sometimes be the deciding 
factor overall in the match, so it’s 
important to start off strong in the 
doubles so you can carry on your 
momentum to the singles match-
es.”

Riding its success from the dou-
bles matches, Andover powered 

through its singles matches. The 
first four singles won while drop-
ping only five games. First singles 
Coramutla won 8-2, second singles 
Niguidula won 8-1, third singles 
Kralik won 8-2, and fourth singles 
Denholm won 8-0. 

Fifth and sixth singles Jow and 
Shen beat their opponents 8-3 and 
8-4, respectively. 

In the singles matches, each 
player utilized his own unique play 
style to beat his opponent. Ando-
ver’s play was especially aggressive 
after its confident doubles point 
win. 

Kralik said, “Every single player 
has their own play style and they 
use it whenever they play to beat 
whoever they play. I’m more of 
just an all-around aggressive play-
er. I try to be as aggressive as I can 
especially going to net. Any time I 
get a chance, I try to attack. Chase 
is also aggressive. We call him a 
tree because he just slaps every ball 
as hard as he can and most of the 
time his opponents just can’t han-
dle it because it’s just too big. Also, 
of course, I am very proud of my 
team for beating St. Paul’s and we 
hope to keep up our momentum 
this week.”

Andover will host Roxbury Lat-
in on Friday, hoping to extend its 
current win streak to four games. 

ANJUNAE CHANDRAN
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COURTESY OF PHILLIPS ACADEMY
Jonathan Jow ’16 strikes a serve to his St. Pauls opponent.
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VOLLEYBALL

Andover Suffers Tough Loss to Exeter

Co-Captain Austin Tuan ’17 de-
livered a strong performance for 
Andover Boys Volleyball against 
Northfield Mount Hermon last 
Saturday, serving 19-21 and record-
ing 5 aces. Despite Tuan’s success, 
Andover lost 3-2. Later in the week, 
Andover fell 3-0 to Exeter to bring 
its overall record to 3-4 on Wednes-
day.

 Against NMH, the team won 
the first set 25-23, securing an ear-
ly lead after Jakob Beckwith ’17 
stepped up at the service line and 
brought Andover to a four-point 
rally. After winning one of the next 
two sets, Andover led 2-1 heading 
into the fourth.

Despite its strong performance 
early on in the game, the team lost 
its energy as it transitioned into the 
fourth set, enabling NMH to tie the 
score 2-2.  

Andover fought hard in the start 
of the fifth set, keeping the game 
close with a score of 8-7. The team 
then allowed eight consecutive 
points for NMH, eventually losing 
15-8 in the final set of the match. 

Andover’s lack of endurance 
proved to be its downfall on the 
court. 

“We need to work on our en-
durance and we need to have more 
confidence in our bench,” said 
Co-Captain Evan Park ’18. “We 
were up 2-1 games but lost because 
we were tired.”

 Rawit Assamongkol ’18 said, 
“After the fourth set, a majority of 
the team was tired and we lost fo-
cus and didn’t play as well which 
eventually led us to lose.”

 Despite Andover’s loss, Park 
believed the game was the team’s 
strongest showing of the season. 

Park said, “We played the best 
volleyball that we have played all 
season. We limited our errors and 
had big hits in big moments.”

“Noah had a great game as 
outside hitter. He hit very hard 
throughout the whole game with 
consistency,” Park continued.

 Later in the week against Ex-
eter, Andover struggled to find op-
portunities to score. 

 Andover found it difficult to 
find rhythm in the contest, giving 

away many points due to response 
errors. 

Head Coach Clyfe Beckwith 
said, “As a team we either over-re-
acted, hitting ball past the court, or 
under-reacted, as in setting up for 
receiving hard hits.” 

Exeter, which maintains a re-
cord of 6-1, took advantage of An-
dover’s struggle to respond accu-
rately to plays. 

Vicente Riquelme ’18 said, “[Ex-
eter] made very few errors, effec-
tively communicating and covering 
each other. In addition, they only 
served into the net once or twice 
the entire game, depriving us of 
free points. Their successful cov-
erage made it really difficult for us 
to score on any ball that wasn’t hit 
down hard. Even then, more often 
than not, they managed to get the 
ball back over.” 

Jakob Beckwith and Roberto 
Rabines ’16 provided much needed 
motivation to a discouraged team. 
Coach Beckwith said, “Jakob and 
Roberto had the most enthusiasm, 
but as a whole the team did not sus-
tain working together. It’s too bad, 
practice yesterday went very well 
in preparation for today’s match 
against Exeter.”

Andover looks to come back 
with power against Wilbraham 
and Monson this coming Saturday.

REUBEN PHILIP
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COURTESY OF PHILLIPS ACADEMY
Co-Captain Austin Tuan ’17 looks to spike the ball.

Girls Top Rival Exeter With a Sweep

 In the longest match of 
the day, fifth seed Lauren 
Fanning ’19 claimed a 2-1 
victory over her Phillips 
Exeter Academy oppo-
nent. Andover Girls Ten-
nis went on to earn its fifth 
sweep of its undefeated 
season, claiming a 9-0 win 
over Exeter.

Following its sweep 
of Exeter, Andover faced 
off against Middlesex on 
Wednesday. Before the 
doubles matches were 
cancelled due to the rain, 
Andover attained a 6-0 
victory from its perfor-
mance in singles, extend-
ing its record to 8-0. 

Fanning said, “We al-
ways practice really hard 
every day, and that was 
great preparation for my 
match. I was able to keep 
up my energy level be-
cause of this. The girl was 
really hard to play mental-
ly and physically because 
of the pace that she was 
giving me, but over time I 
was able to adjust to it and 
win.”

Andover’s school rival-
ry with Exeter fueled the 
team’s matches on Sat-
urday. First singles seed 
and Co-Captain Reagan 
Posorske ’17 handled her 
opponent with ease, se-
curing a quick 6-0, 6-0 vic-
tory.

“Exeter is one of my 
favorite teams to play 
against, because there’s 
obviously a very old rival-
ry that goes on between 
our two schools. So going 
into singles I was moti-
vated to win all the more, 
because they’re our rivals, 
which definitely helped 
me because I was super 

focused,” said Posorske.
Playing second seed, 

Dariya Zhumashova ’17 
swept her match 6-0, 6-0, 
and third seed Sewon 
Park ’17 locked a 6-2, 6-3 
victory. Fourth seed and 
Co-Captain Isabella Hae-
gg ’16 dominated 6-0, 6-3. 
In her singles debut this 
season, Charlotte Welch 
’18 beat her opponent 6-1, 
6-2.

Welch said, “My op-
ponent was quick on her 
feet and had a very strong 
serve but not especially 
great ground strokes. I 
tried to exploit her back-
hand as much as possible 
during the match to earn 
my final win.”

First doubles seeds 
Posorske and Zhumashova 
won their match 8-1. In the 
tightest match of the day, 
Park and Haegg clinched 
an 8-6 victory by playing 
aggressively and sustain-
ing their energy level.  
Lauren Lee ’18 and Kath-
erine Hu ’19 outplayed 
Exeter 8-4 in their first 
match as doubles partners.

In the team’s sixth 
sweep of the season against 
Middlesex, Posorske and 
Zhumashova both beat 
their opponents 8-0.  In 
the absence of Park, Hae-
gg stepped up to play third 
seed, clinching an 8-3 win.

In the fourth seed spot, 
Hu dominated 8-2 and 
fifth seed Fanning out-
played her opponent 8-0. 
Lee swept her match 8-0 
in the sixth seed spot.

“A big focus of mine has 
been balancing between 
playing offensive and de-
fensive. I’ve become a lot 
more confident with stay-
ing in the point, as well as 
finishing the point when 
an opening comes up. A 
key part of my matches is 
continuing to stay in the 
point. I always tell myself 
to focus on the point I’m 
playing, not to think ahead 
to the game, set, or match. 
It’s a process,” said Lee.

Determined to keep its 
undefeated record untar-
nished, Andover will face 
off against Milton Acade-
my next Wednesday.

GIRLSTENNIS

ISABELLE BICKS

Co-Captain Isabella Haegg ’16 dominates her singles match.

Andover

Exeter

9

0

Andover

Middlesex

6

0

Andover Boasts Undefeated Record

Earning a 9-0 sweep 
over Phillips Exeter Acad-
emy last Saturday, Andover 
Girls Tennis remains unde-
feated, boasting a record of 
7-0. The match against Ex-
eter marked its fifth sweep 
of the season.

Andover has an experi-
enced team this year, with 
six returning players on its 
roster, including second 
seed Dariya Zhumashova 
’17 who was out for the ma-
jority of last season due to 
injury.

“Everyone’s been play-
ing extremely well, but 
Dariya, our number two 
seed, has maintained easy 
wins throughout our sea-
son,” Lauren Lee ’18 said. 
“Joining the team from an 
injury last year, she’s been 
a constant reliable player, 
with such a calm attitude 
on court, and she’s played a 
large role in the team’s suc-
cess with consecutive wins 
at number 1 doubles and 
number 2 singles.”

Co-Captain Isabella 
Haegg ’16 said, “We’ve been 
lucky the past few seasons 
to have a very deep team 
and that’s led to a lot of suc-
cess. We can all play con-
fidently and rally around 
each other knowing that we 
have a pretty high level that 
translates well in matches.” 

 The addition of two 
new Juniors, Lauren Fan-
ning ’19 and Katherine Hu 
’19, has also added depth to 
Andover’s ladder.

 “The freshmen have 
been very key at the bottom 
half of the ladder because 
they’re what makes our 
team deep. They play con-
fidently, consistently, and 
intelligently in their match-
es,” said Haegg.

 Fanning displayed her 
talent and poise this past 
Saturday against Exeter 
when she rallied and won 
her match despite losing 
the first set. 

Haegg said, “Lauren 
Fanning just pulled out 
an awesome win against 
Exeter after splitting sets 

against Exeter’s senior 
player. While she could’ve 
been discouraged or ner-
vous after losing the first 
set, she rallied back and so-
lidified our sweep.”  

Playing at fifth seed in 
singles, Hu has also proved 
to be a strong asset to the 
team. 

Sewon Park ’17 said, 
“[Katherine] has a great 
attitude, and she hits really 
great ground strokes. I’m so 
proud of her because she’s 
been able to step up and she 
remains confident and pos-
itive regardless of how her 
points are going.”

 Because it’s one of the 
smaller teams on campus, 
each player supports one 
another and subsequent-
ly Andover has focused on 
winning together as a team, 
rather than as individuals.

 Head Coach Debo-
rah Chase said, “Everyone 
has been fantastic. We’ve 
worked hard to make the 
team and the season less 
about the individual wins 
and more about the team’s 
overall effort, effectiveness 
and enjoyment.” 

Charlotte Welch ’18 said, 
“I think that we have been 
doing very well this season 
due to the team dynamic 
which is very cohesive as 
well as inclusive.”

 One of Andover’s strat-
egies is to maintain its qual-
ity of play, without always 
focusing on the result.

 Lee said, “Our team had 
stayed immensely focused 
on each match this season. 
Even through such a suc-

cessful season, we’ve tried 
our best to put ourselves in 
the mindset of playing one 
match at a time and not get 
too ahead of ourselves.” 

Many of Andover’s 
players trained together 
throughout the offseason 
and continue to train off 
the court throughout the 
season, constantly trying to 
perfect their skills. 

Haegg said, “We prac-
tice a lot offseason – wheth-
er through tournaments, 
lessons, or hitting with each 
other – and this season we 
have an assistant coach, 
Gabby Yetten, who’s been 
great in running drills and 
helping us with strategy 
alongside Coach Chase.” 

“It’s great to have two 
coaches giving us advice 
during our matches so we 
have even more support 
in playing our best,” added 
Haegg.

 Lee said, “We’ve defi-
nitely been training hard 
on and off the court – even 
when the weather doesn’t 
cooperate – and I think 
that’s also shown in our 
matches.”

Looking toward to rest 
of the season, Andover 
hopes to keep up its high 
level of play, focus, and 
strong mental game. 

Haegg said, “We’ll look 
to develop that aggressive 
mentality more so we can 
start off our matches strong 
and finish them stronger.”

Editor’s Note: Sewon 
Park is a Commentary Edi-
tor for The Phillipian.
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Co-Captain Isabella Haegg and Sewon Park ’17 won their 
doubles match 8-3 against Middlesex.

*denotes unavailable record
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With the game initially 
deadlocked at 3-3, Andover 
Boys Lacrosse surged ahead 
of Tabor in the second half to 
secure a dominant 10-5 win on 
Wednesday.

Andover’s win against Ta-
bor, which followed an 11-4 
loss to Deerfield on Saturday, 
brought the team’s record to 
4-5.

The team got off to a slow 
start in the first two periods 
against Tabor, but it picked up 
its pace in the second half and 
netted seven goals.

Cormac Zachar ’18 said, “We 
got off to a slow start today but 
played a very good third and 
fourth quarter to solidify our 
lead after the half.”

 

Co-Captain and 
P o s t - G r a d u a t e 
(PG) Nick Ellerton 
’16 said, “Overall 
we played a great 
team game today. 
We came out a lit-
tle slow in the first 
quarter especially 
but we really picked up 
the intensity as the game 
went on. The offense distrib-
uted the ball well and fought 
through the rain and a tough 
defense to put up ten goals. 
There were some sloppy mo-
ments, but they held it togeth-
er to pull out the win.”

“We came out trying to 
match [Tabor’s] intensity. In 
the first half we made some 
mistakes and ended up at a 
3-3 tie. In the second, despite 
the heavy rain, we were able 
to come out strong and put 
in a couple of goals. Our of-
fense found its groove, and we 
worked well together to fin-
ish off long possessions,” said 
Reed Findlay ’18.

Throughout the game, many 
different players were able to 
make an impact on the score, 
with the defensemen especially 
putting up a strong performance.

Findlay said, “It’s always 
nice when a bunch of different 
players contribute. This game 
was full of all different guys 
stepping up big time.”

 “Defensively we played a 
strong team game. A few men-
tal lapses allowed them to keep 
it close in the first half, but we 
were able to shut the door in 
the second half holding them 
to only five goals in total,” said 
Ellerton.

On Saturday, Andover fell to 
Deerfield. Despite the score, 
the team was proud of its per-
formance throughout the first 
three quarters. In the fourth 
quarter, Andover’s exhaustion 
allowed Deerfield to secure 
the victory.

Larson Tolo ’18 said, “We 
actually played very well in 
the Deerfield game. We held 
them to three goals at halftime 
and kept the score close head-
ing into the fourth quarter. We 
played very well defensively 
and were able to get good pos-
sessions on offense. However, 
we were only able to hold on 
for so long because they had 
an incredibly deep roster 
and we were playing mostly 
the same guys all game, so it 

became too much to handle. 
We fell to them in the fourth 
quarter, making a bunch of 
mistakes because of exhaus-
tion. Overall, we played a sol-
id game and hopefully we can 
take the heart and energy we 
displayed at Deerfield into our 
next contests.”

Looking ahead, the team 
will face Loomis Chaffee on 
Saturday. 
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SOFTBALLSPOTLIGHT

Late Game Success Extends Win Streak to Four

With the score deadlocked at 1-1 
in the third inning against BB&N, 
Andover Softball exploded on of-
fense to pile ten runs into one in-
ning. The lopsided scoreline held 
until the end of the game to give 
Andover the 11-1 win.

After defeating BB&N, Andover 
went on to topple Tabor Academy 
10-4 on Saturday. On Wednesday, 
Andover played Exeter and won 
11-1 to bring the team’s record to 
8-2.

Against BB&N, Andover’s of-
fensive breakthrough in the third 
inning consisted of ten runs off 
of seven hits and four walks. At 
the same time, however, Ando-
ver maintained a strong defensive 
game. Pitcher and Co-Captain 

Kristina Haghdan ’17 successfully 
adapted her game to lead Ando-
ver’s defensive effort.

Catcher Ali Nunes ’17 said, 
“Against BB&N, one of our big-
gest strengths was our ability to 
adapt to different situations. The 
umpire initially had a very small 
strike zone, stopping Kristina from 
throwing anything more than fast-
balls in the first and second inning.” 

Nunes continued, “However, 
we are a defensively strong team 
and were able to make the out. This 
allowed our pitcher to focus on 
finding her rhythm with the um-
pire’s strike zone with the knowl-
edge that our defense would be 
able to field any hits and make the 
outs.”

Against both BB&N and Tabor, 
Andover started slow offensively, 
but eventually adjusted to come 
out on top.

Sidney Holder ’17 said, “In both 
games we had trouble adjusting, es-
pecially to the pitchers on the other 
teams. We eventually figured out 
how to hit while up at the plate, but 
both pitchers brought skills to the 
game which we weren’t used to, so 
we had a hard time being success-
ful at the beginning of both games.”

Against Tabor, Andover played 
another offensively dominat-
ed game. Co-Captain Victoria 
Bergeron ’16 had two hits for 4 
RBIs, and Antonia Tammarro had 

2 RBIs. 
Nunes said, “We were tested 

defensively after making some 
errors throughout the game. The 
team was really able to support one 
another by backing up plays and 
staying strong offensively, reducing 
the impact of any errors made de-
fensively.” 

“Each and every player on the 
team adapted to the conditions and 
worked together, and we won the 
game because of it,” added Nunes. 

Against Exeter on Wednesday, 

Andover dominated the game 11-1, 
ending the game after five innings 
due to the mercy rule. Haghdan 
pitched all five innings, while An-
dover played another strong of-
fensive game. Most notably, Colby 
Beré ’18 hit a three run home run, 
Holder and Hillary Dole ’17 both 
hit a triple, and Bergeron had three 
hits for 4 RBIs. 

Andover’s defense, led by Hagh-
dan on the mound, was also crucial 
to the team’s victory.

Bergeron said, “Defensively, 

we were not really tested because 
Kristina had a great performance 
pitching. They had a few ground 
balls to the right side of the infield 
and none to the left side. There was 
one hit, a bunt for a base hit. Kristi-
na really shut them out.”

Bergeron added, “Andover/Ex-
eter games are always big and al-
ways important, and we played like 
the good team that we are.” 

Andover will take on Worcester 
Academy at home on Saturday. 

ISABELLE BECKWITH

Four-Time All-American and Olympic Medalist
Jessica Mendoza Shares Her Softball Experience

Last Saturday, Softball teams 
from Andover and Andover High 
School met with Jessica Mendo-
za, a retired professional softball 
player and former member of the 
U.S. Women’s National Softball 
team. Mendoza, who is currently a 
Major League Baseball Analyst for 
ESPN’s “Sunday Night Baseball,” 
delivered an inspirational speech 
to members of both teams about 
her experiences as a softball play-
er, as well as her ability to deal with 
doubters, specifically regarding 
her accomplishments as a broad-
caster.

In an email to The Phillipi-
an, Head Coach Peter Drench 
wrote, “Jess ranged widely over 
her background, upbringing, de-
velopment as a student through a 
succession of different interests, 
her athletic career, and, now, her 
ground-breaking role as an analyst 
in the broadcast booth on ESPN’s 
‘Sunday Night Baseball.’ She was 
most interested in what the softball 
players from [Andover] and Ando-

ver High had to say, and made it a 
point to interact with them.”

“Jess spoke about the impor-
tance of being oneself instead of 
following the crowd, as tough as 
that can be for younger people; of 
embracing difference; of not be-
lieving too early that one has to 
know exactly what one will do in 
life, but instead remaining flex-
ible, open to new ideas and new 
friendships and associations… that 
we’re all evolving and will follow 
multiple paths in life,” continued 
Drench.

 This idea of embracing identi-
ty and stepping out of one’s com-
fort zone was a concept that many 
Andover players took away from 
Mendoza’s visit.

Sidney Holder ’17 said, “She 
came up and talked a bit about her 
background, how she got into soft-
ball, and how she was not the best 
athlete at first, and how she really 
had to work hard to get where she 
is now… She kind of thought that 
she wanted to be one thing, but she 
also really felt different, and that 
you don’t have to be normal in the 
same way, and you can be whoever 

you are and whoever that happens 
to be is okay.”

After graduating from Stan-
ford University as a four-time First 
Team All-American, Mendoza 
became a starting outfielder for 
Team U.S.A. at the 2004 Olympic 
Games in Athens. Mendoza’s expe-
riences as a player at the national 
and global levels prompted her to 
better understand the importance 
of maintaining strong team chem-
istry. In her speech, she stressed 
the value of community in a team 
sport, especially in softball.

Jess Blumenthal ’19 said, “She 
talked a lot about how it takes the 
whole team, regardless of whether 
you’re a starter or not, and how ev-
eryone understanding each other 
and contributing to the team’s pos-
itive energy is what leads to cham-
pionships. I think that the whole 
team is going to focus and get clos-
er and support each other more, 
and I think that is going to help us 
do well in the season.”

Kelly Sheng ’17 said, “She said 
this thing about how pressure is a 
privilege and how whenever you 
step up to the plate and you feel 

this pressure to do well both for 
yourself and for your team, it’s 
actually an honor to feel that way 
because you have people that are 
supporting you and you know that 
people are looking out for you, 
and they always have your back. 
To have that sort of pressure is in 
some ways, the best part of be-
ing on a team sport, knowing that 
while you have your team’s back, 
they also have yours. It’s a sense of 
community that other teams might 
not have.”

Mendoza also emphasized the 
importance of hard work and ded-
ication to the game.

Ali Nunes ’17 said, “She gave us 
a lot of advice about how in prac-
tice you should be humble and you 
should act like you’re the worst 
player on the team, and that’s how 
you should practice, you should be 
giving 110 percent, staying after, 
doing whatever you can to im-
prove, but once you get to that field 
you have to have confidence in 
yourself and your abilities, and you 

have to play as if you are the best 
person on both teams.”

Beyond her accomplishments 
as a softball player, Mendoza has 
also become a trailblazer for fe-
male baseball analysts. Mendoza, 
though, has had to deal with many 
doubters, as well as the vitriol that 
she has been subjected to since her 
broadcasting success.

Drench said, “Jess responded 
frankly to questions about how she 
deals with criticism that comes 
with her pioneering work as a TV 
baseball analyst, including what it 
takes to separate legitimate, con-
structive criticism from the often 
vicious posts on social media.”

“Jess said most of the things 
that we coaches say,” said Drench, 
“but, coming from a woman who 
was sitting in their place not all 
that many years ago, who is operat-
ing in the world that they will live 
in as adults, professionals, friends 
and family, it has to carry a greater 
impact… It was a great opportunity 
for everybody to hear from her.”

JENNIFER LEE

COURTESY OF PHILLIPS ACADEMY

Jessica Mendoza speaks to Andover Softball and the Andover High softball team.
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Andover Bounces Back From Tough Loss to Topple Tabor
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Jessica Mendoza played softball at Standford Universisty. 
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Ali Nunes ’17 hits a ball down the third base line.
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B2 Clinches 0.8 Second Victory

Sprinting at a whopping 39 
strokes per minute coming down 
the last 500 meters of its home 
course, Andover Boys Crew’s B1 
glided past Boston College High 
School (BC High) to claim first 
place with a time of 4:43 minutes, 
edging out the rival boat by a mar-
gin of only one second on Satur-
day. Andover’s B1 boat also bested 
Hingham High by a margin of 12 
seconds. 

Andover came in hungry for a 
win this weekend, as the team’s 
rough results from the past two 
weekends provided it with great 
motivation for the past week of 
training and the race against the 
traditionally strong B.C. High and 
Hingham High.    

B1 rower Will Humphrey ’16 
said, “This race was a huge confi-
dence boost for us. We held off a 

major move from B.C. High in the 
last 40 strokes to win it, maintain-
ing our composure and grinding it 
out till the end.”    

The B2 boat had similarly re-
markable results, as it rowed to a 
nail-biting 0.8 second win against 
B.C. High and a blowout win of 7.5 
seconds against Hingham.  More-
over, the conditions of the race 
weren’t perfect either, as the boat 
experienced an unexpected wake 
from a spectator boat during the 
last few hundred meters. 

B2 rower Nate Cruz ’18 said, 
“During the race, all that was run-
ning through our heads was: more, 
more, more, more. Give it more! 
There was a party boat throwing a 
wake towards our boat at the end of 
the race, but we powered through 
it. Because the race was so close, 
we actually didn’t know if we had 
won or lost until we got back to the 
dock, and when we found out, we 

almost collapsed with joy. It was a 
truly extraordinary moment.”    

B2 rower Thomas Glover ’18 
said, “During the first 1,000 me-
ters, we felt really good rowing to-
gether. Our set was near to perfect, 
and it was definitely our best race 
so far as a boat. To ensure success 
for our next race, we will most 
likely be working on the sprint-
ing portion of our races, as it has 
sometimes caused our boat trouble 
in the past.”    

Andover now looks to develop a 
new strategy for its race against St. 
Paul’s on Saturday.

Humphrey said, “This week 
we’re focusing on developing a 
new race plan that grants us a 
much more aggressive middle 
500 meters. Hopefully we see the 
fruits of that strategy on Saturday 
against a very fast St. Paul’s crew.”

BOYSCREW

JACK WARDEN

Andover Boats Breeze by Hingham and Boston Latin 

Fueled by the addition of Olivia 
Brokaw ’18 and Molly Katarincic 
’18 to the first boat, Andover Girls 
Crew’s G1 crossed the finish line 
five seconds ahead of Hingham 
High and eight seconds ahead 
of Boston Latin. Andover found 
success across the board, with all 
three of its varsity boats beating 
both Hingham and Boston Latin.

The three races were close, 
however, with Andover’s G2 fin-
ishing with a four-second lead and 
G3 crossing the finish line with a 
mere 1.3-second lead.  

 In the practices leading up to 
Saturday’s race, each of Andover’s 
boats made adjustments to the 
lineup in order to fully prepare 
Andover for the race.

Evelyn Mesler ’17 said, “The 
change in lineups definitely chal-
lenged all the girls to adjust and 
really focus on the girl in front of 
them, because they might be fol-
lowing a girl whose stroke is really 
different from whoever they were 
following before.”

Sofie Brown ’18 said, “Changes 
in boat lineups always make a big 
difference because different peo-
ple bring different things to the 
boat, which gives the race a differ-
ent feel.”

 Overall, the new lineups proved 
to be successful and pushed Ando-
ver to its second victory of the sea-

son this past Saturday.
 Co-Captain Vienna Kuhn ’16 

said, “The changes in boat lineups 
strengthened the connection and 
speed of the boat.”

 At about halfway through the 
season, Andover has found suc-
cess by adjusting to the strengths 
of each rower and being more gen-
erally connected within its boats.

 “The biggest difference is that 
we’ve finally found our rhythm,” 
said Kuhn. “We have a lot of in-
credibly strong, tall girls in the 
boat and so we are adjusting our 
race speed to maximize their pow-
er.”

 Mesler said, “Since the begin-
ning of the season, our boat has 
definitely improved our timing 
and we have begun to row as a 
unit, instead of eight individual 
girls.”

 Andover focused on small, 
individual aspects of the race in 
practice, and these parts fused to-
gether during the race.

Brown said, “We’ve been build-
ing up endurance with a lot of 
three-minute pieces at race pace 
in practices which are great be-
cause they are long enough to push 
you and simulate a race but short 
enough to be repeatable and sus-
tainable over a long time. Getting 
to the line after completing a lot of 
hard practices really improves the 
confidence of the team.”

 “We’ve also gradually been 

working on different sections of 
the race and refining the race plan 
which has helped us a lot,” contin-
ued Brown.

 Kuhn said, “We’re also just 
improving our race on the whole 
– we will continue to focus on the 
moves we take in the middle of the 
race, and will likely begin to focus 
on the sprint as well.” 

Looking ahead, Andover hopes 
to continue to come together as a 
team and stay focused throughout 
the race.

Mesler said, “For our next rac-
es we hope to be able to power 
through the middle of the drive, 
bend the oars together, and work 
on clean, synchronous finishes.” 

“We will work on keeping our 

heads in the boats and staying fo-
cused even when another crew is 
right up next to us, and walking it 
through in the middle 500 and the 
sprint,” said Brown.

 Andover will race St. Paul’s 
away next Saturday in its only 
away race before the New En-
gland Interscholastic Rowing As-
sociation Championships.

GIRLSCREW

ANANDA KAO

COURTSEY OF ANDOVER CREW

Andover Crew outrowed Boston College High School and Hingham High this week.

COURTESY OF ANDOVER CREW
G3 finished in first place with a 1.3-second lead.

Spring Sports 

BY THE NUMBERS

4
Hat tricks scored by Beth 

Krikorian ’17 this season for 
Andover Girls Lacrosse.

1
Second divided first place 

Andover B1 from the second 
place boat in its race against 
Hingham High and BC High.

7
Strike-outs by Travis Lane ’18 

over seven innings in 
Andover Baseball’s 

win over NMH.

5
Total sweeps by Andover 

Girls Tennis in its 
undefeated season.
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Co-Captain Darian Bhathena ’16 makes the catch by laying out.
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Ultimate Splits Games During Invitational

With the score tied at 9-9, 
Cameron Williams ’18 laid out 
in Lincoln-Sudbury’s end zone, 
sealing a deep throw to secure a 
win for Andover Ultimate Fris-
bee in the Andover Invitational. 
The team also faced off against 
Lexington, Somerville, and 
Masconomet at Greater Law-
rence Tech. Despite the tough 
competition this Sunday, Ando-
ver still won half of its games in 
the invitational, claiming vic-
tories over Somerville and Lin-

coln-Sudbury. 
The first game of the invi-

tational was played without 
Co-Captain Darian Bhathena 
’16, due to an elbow injury. This 
resulted in a tough loss against 
Lexington, with a tally of 11-7.

Following this match, Bha-
thena was able to come back 
onto the field, helping Ultimate 
come back from its loss with a 
13-6 win against Somerville.

“The addition of Darian 
completely re-energized the 
squad. He always plays with 
such heart and energy and 
hustle and just invigorates the 
rest of us alongside of him. It 
was definitely tough for him 
watching from the sideline and 
not playing, so he got his mom 
to clear him from injury and 
came in and immediately added 
his size and athleticism to the 
team,” said Co-Captain James 
Wolfe ’17.

In an email to The Phillipi-
an, Gherardo Morona ’17 wrote, 
“The atmosphere was warm 
and supportive, despite the cold 
and wet weather. [Darian’s] de-
votion to the team rallied most 
of us and we played the second 
half of the tournament with 
probably more intensity than 
the first. The teams we played 
were some of the best we have 
encountered so far. I believe 

that as a team we were able to 
learn a lot from our mistakes 
and successes.”

Aditya Krishnamachar ’17 
said, “After [Darian came back], 
he and James were as consis-
tent as always, playing a major-
ity of the points throughout the 
following games.”

The meet ended with a stren-
uous match against Masconom-
et. Although the score ended 
in a 13-7 loss, returner Reuben 
Philip ’18 played exceptionally 

well.
Wolfe said, “Reuben was a 

bright spot for us in the match 
against Masco. We were strug-
gling offensively, but his pass-
ing and hustle really opened up 
lanes for us and allowed for a 
couple of Andover scores.”

 “This Sunday was an exer-
cise in endurance, consider-
ing we ended up playing four 
games throughout the day. I 
think one of the most important 
things that helped our on-field 

players was an active sideline 
that would help out by shouting 
out which way the force was, 
helping people on defense, and 
generally providing encourage-
ment,” said Krishnamachar.

Andover looks to display the 
same level of spirit and focus in 
the four-team round robin this 
coming Saturday.

Editor’s Note: James Wolfe is 
a Photography Editor for The 
Phillipian. 

ULTIMATE

Alumnus Ryder Garnsey ’15 Earns ACC Freshman of the Year

Playing in all 12 of Notre 
Dame’s games, Garnsey led the 
ACC in points by a freshman, 
with 27 on the season. This 
kind of production mirrors the 
work he posted while at Ando-
ver under Head Coach Stephen 
Moreland, scoring 47 goals 
and notching 46 assists, which 
earned him a spot in the Under 
Armour All-America Game.

According to former team-
mate and Captain Tim Bulens 
’15, the sky is the limit for 
Garnsey. 

“When Ryder likes to do 
something, he’s one of the 
most tenacious, hard-working 
kids I know. There’s nothing 
he enjoys doing more than 
playing lacrosse. It’s a deadly 
combination that already has 
and will continue to take him 
to the top,” said Bulens.

Even in South Bend, howev-
er, Garnsey still has ties to An-
dover in the form of old team-
mates and coaches and credits 
the Andover Coaching staff for 
much of his success at the next 
level. 

“The transition from PA to 
ND was definitely a challenge 
and I’m still adjusting every 
day but Coach Moreland and 
Coach Tuck did an incredi-
ble job preparing me for the 
next level and without them I 
would’ve had some catching up 
to do. I still talk to those guys 
all the time and Coach More-
land was one of the first peo-
ple I called last night when I 
found out I was named [Rookie 
of the Year]. The difference is 
just that in practice and games 
every rep and play has to be 
done with 100 percent focus 
and determination. You can’t 
take plays off at all and if you 
do you’re getting worse while 

everybody around you is get-
ting better,” said Garnsey.

Likewise, many of Andover 
Lacrosse alumni playing at the 
collegiate level credit their 
success to their experiences at 
Andover. 

“As for the Andover lacrosse 
success at the collegiate level, 
it’s really great to be a part of 
it and I think a lot of that can 

be contributed to Coach More-
land; I think I speak for all us 
Andover lax alums in saying 
he is a great mentor and coach, 
both on and off the field,” said 
Leboeuf. 

The future is bright for 
Garnsey and the Fighting Irish 
both this season and beyond, 
as the team has its eyes set 
on the 2016 NCAA Division I 

Championship Tournament. 
When asked about Garnsey, 

Head Coach of Notre Dame La-
crosse Kevin Corrigan wrote in 
an email to The Phillipian, “Ry-
der is a breath of fresh air. He 
loves to play, has great skills 
that he has worked hard to de-
velop, and has no conscience. 
Those are all good if married 
with a great work ethic and 

strong fundamentals… which 
he is working on. He has been 
an extremely valuable player 
for us this year… and his best is 
still to come. I love Ryder.”

Notre Dame will hope to 
compete for a National Cham-
pionship starting Saturday, 
May 21. 

STAFF REPORT
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Ryder Garnsey ’15, a former Post-Graduate at Andover, has excelled as a freshman at Notre Dame this year.
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Features presents...

State of the Bell Tower
873 Andover students took this survey. 
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Seniors Celebrate Musical Careers at Andover in Recitals

Building from smooth, dreamy 
low notes to a long, pure high 
note, Margot Shang ’16 opened 
her set with “Nella Fantasia” by 
Ennio Morricone. Although it 
consisted of three verses with 
the same melody, Shang’s ex-
uberance made each section 
unique and captivating.

Shang was one of three se-
niors who performed at the Se-
nior Voice Recital last Sunday 
in the Timken Room of Graves 
Hall. Shang was also joined by 
Sara Luzuriaga ’16 and Fiona 
Yonkman ’16.

Luzuriaga opened the recital 
with “Once Canciones, 3. Bendi-
ta La Tierra” by Diego Luzuriaga, 
Luzuriaga’s father, accompanied 
by Peter Lorenço, Instructor 
in Music, on guitar. The guitar 
opened the piece with a series 
of low, sad, and quiet notes be-
fore Luzuriaga started to sing. 
The piece alternated between 
sections where her voice dom-
inated the melody and sections 
with only the guitar rhythm as 
the volume and pitch steadily in-
creased. Rapid guitar strumming 
contrasted with long, high, vocal 
notes, which led to a final guitar 
chord to close the piece.

“I think [my favorite song 
to perform would be] ‘Bendita 
La Tierra,’ just because it real-
ly builds throughout the song,” 
said Luzuriaga. “It kind of starts 
off really quiet and soft, and it’s 
about a big change in somebody’s 
life, having to start afresh, and 
everything you think you know 
has been shattered and blown 
away. This kind of desperation 

builds up with the song, and in 
the end it’s just big and fun. I re-
ally love the words and music.”

Shang performed “Wishing 
You Were Somehow Here Again” 
from “Phantom of the Opera” by 
Andrew Lloyd Webber, accom-
panied by Kilduff on the piano. 
Starting on a low, mournful note, 
Shang slowly ascended before 
reaching the high pitched, hope-
ful chorus. Singing “Let me say 
goodbye!” toward the end of the 
song, Shang then hit a high note 
as the piano slowly climbed to a 
final note.

“I think that on an emotion-
al level, I’m most attached to 
‘Wishing You Were Somehow 
Here Again,’ because it reminds 
me a lot of my dad. It was one of 
the big musicals that we went to 
see together. I remember when 
I first moved to London, I didn’t 
really like London that much. 
My dad wanted to make a spe-
cial thing to try and make me 
like it more, and understand all 
the good things that could end 
up happening. So we went to see 
phantom of the opera, and then 
after that weekend, it kind of got 
better,” said Shang.

Closing the recital, Yonkman 
performed “Embraceable You” 
from “Girl Crazy”  by George 
Gershwin, accompanied by Bar-
bara Kilduff, Adjunct Instructor 
in Music, on the piano. The piece 
started off on a bright, high note, 
which slowly descended in pitch 
before rapidly jumping up again. 
This alteration in pitch repeated 
throughout the piece. In the end, 
Yonkman sang “my sweet em-
braceable you,” ending on a low-
er, held note, as the piano rose in 
pitch to one final flourish.

 “I really like jazz and more of 
the oldies, so the last four songs 
were definitely my favorite, the 
Gershwin ones, and [out of those] 
I really like ‘Embraceable You.’ I 
love the lyrics and the jazzy feel 
of it, and [the lyric] ‘Embrace me 
my embraceable you.’ Don’t we 
all want to be embraced by some-
one?” said Yonkman.

Yonkman first started singing 
when she was only two years 
old as a part of a chorus of little 
sheep in a Christmas pageant at 
church. As the daughter of two 
pastors, Yonkman frequently 
sang in church, which formed 
the basis of her passion for sing-
ing.

“One of my favorite types of 
music is gospel music, so for me, 
[music] has a really religious as-

pect to it. Singing is part of the 
way that I praise God. None of 
the songs I sang [today] were re-
ligious, but that’s the reason why 
I sing,” said Yonkman.

Unlike Yonkman, it wasn’t un-
til Luzuriaga was in fifth grade 
when she first joined a choir. Af-
ter arriving at Andover, Luzuria-
ga found she had no time for 
singing, and only started to take 
lessons with Kilduff during her 
Upper year when she realized 
that she missed singing.

“My dad’s a composer, so I’ve 
grown up hearing music and go-
ing to concerts. I’d always want-
ed to play an instrument, so I 
tried piano for a little bit and 
then guitar, but nothing really 
stuck. The one thing that I’d kind 
of been doing forever was sing-

ing,” said Luzuriaga.
 Similar to Luzuriaga, Shang 

has also embraced music since a 
young age, but started singing in 
a choir in middle school. Shang 
has also taken vocal lessons at 
Andover with Kilduff since Low-
er year.

 “When I was little, I under-
stood there was a difference be-
tween reality and my imagina-
tion, but I didn’t totally get when 
I was switching, so I was always 
singing,” said Shang. “I was sing-
ing to myself and singing to peo-
ple that I thought were in the 
room, but they weren’t there. 
So I was literally insane and just 
singing about what I was doing 
and everything that popped into 
my mind; if I had a thought, it 
would be sung.”

ANDI CHENG

JongHo Park ’16 Explores Wide Variety of
Musical Eras in Senior Recital

With choppy bow strokes, 
JongHo Park ’16 played a se-
ries of rapid, sharp trills on his 
cello from “Dance of the Elves, 
Op. 39” by David Popper. After 
quickly ascending to a shrill high 
note and descending back to his 
original pitch, Park continued 
the piece with the same distinct 
bow patterns, interjecting with 
unexpected high-pitched notes 
before concluding with a rever-
berating pluck of his strings.

“Dance of the Elves, Op. 39” 
was one of the five pieces Park 
performed, accompanied by pi-
anist Keun Young Sun, for his 
Senior Recital last Friday night 
as the capstone of his Andover 
music career. Park’s main pri-
ority when compiling music to 
perform was captivating the at-
tention of the audience.

“I intentionally chose music 
that I thought would excite the 
audience, pretty lively music in 
general. I chose [music from] a 
wide variety of periods and types 
of music, so I wanted to offer a 
broad scope of my playing as 
well as providing entertainment 
for the audience,” said Park.

Park opened his concert 
by playing the first two move-
ments of François Francoeur’s 
“Sonata for Cello and Piano in 
E Major, Op. 78.” With lengthy 
bow strokes, he began the first 
movement by playing a slow, 
airy, gentle melody. Embellish-
ing the tune with musical orna-
ments like trills, Park created 
an ethereal feeling within the 
song, ending with a single, rich 
note. The second movement was 
drastically different compared to 
the first; the melody filled with 
quick notes and flourishes. The 
piece’s brisk movements includ-
ed a range of low, quiet, high, 
and loud notes, culminating in a 
strong chord.

 “I actually played the Fran-
coeur when I was in [my] fresh-
man year. I learned it before I 
came here but I played it here. 
Over the years, I learned a lot 
more pieces, and I just want-
ed to arrange what I’ve learned 
throughout my years at Andover 
into this one concert,” said Park.

 Next, Park performed the first 
movement of Schubert’s “Arpeg-
gione Sonata in A Minor, D. 821.” 
Flowing, legato notes dominated 
most of the piece, with sudden 
interjections of a fast, repeating 
melody. Park switched between 
playing high and low notes fre-

quently, creating a sense of vari-
ation within the piece. Towards 
the climax of the song, he rapidly 
shifted to play a high note, even-
tually slowing to play a wistful 
tune that culminated in a gradu-
al ascending of notes.

“The most challenging part 
[of the repertoire] was actually 
the Schubert ‘Arpeggione’ be-
cause it’s slower than the other 
pieces, but there’s a lot of tech-
nical parts to it [and] you also 
want to sound musical and lyr-
ical while doing the technical 
parts correctly, so that’s part of 
the challenge of playing [that 
piece],” said Park.

Park ended the show by play-
ing “Introduction et Polonaise 
Brillante, Op. 3” by Frédéric 
Chopin. Park began by playing 
a smooth, elegant melody, cre-
ating an air of calm in the room, 
but gradually transitioned into a 
stronger, fiercer tune. Park used 
deliberate bow strokes to make 
the piece livelier, reaching high-
er notes on the cello’s fretboard. 
To conclude the song, Park 
played a series of quick scales, 
descending from a sharp high 
note to play a resounding chord.

“I liked the Chopin, the last 
one. It was really challenging to 
play because there are a lot of 
notes and [it required] a lot of 
practice, but in the end, I felt like 
it went pretty well. The [piece 
written by] Chopin, it’s a really 
lively piece, and it’s actually not 
the original piece, it’s arranged 
by this guy named Maurice Gen-

dron who’s one of my favorite 
cellists, and he intentionally 
made it a lot harder, just to or-
nament the cello, but I really like 
the piece,” said Park.

At Andover, Park has taken 
private cello lessons, participat-
ed in the Academy Symphony 
Orchestra and the Chamber En-
semble, and been a part of sev-
eral chamber music groups on 
campus. 

 Park said, “The most signif-
icant part of my time at Ando-
ver was my teacher, Jan Muller 
Szeraws. He’s been a really great 
teacher for the past four years 
and he wants me to focus a lot 
on the lyrical parts of the playing 
while I used to only focus on the 
technique. I think [his teaching] 
brought a new aspect to my mu-
sic and that definitely improved 
my music.”

Park enjoys playing cello be-
cause it allows him to escape his 
stress and troubles for a little 
while.

“When I play [the] cello, I 
don’t need to worry about out-
side problems or issues, like the 
work I have. I want to create 
music, I want to delight the au-
dience, and that’s the joy of play-
ing. I want to make the audience 
happy. I think the cello, unlike a 
lot of instruments, has a really 
wide range of notes and a lot of 
colors too, so I think that’s one 
of the best things about the cello, 
that it can play so many different 
types of music and so many dif-
ferent styles too,” said Park.

HANNAH ZHANG

Angela Tang ’16 Performs 
Pieces from the 1800s and 

1900s in Senior Recital

After the audience’s cheering 
and prompting, Angela Tang ’16 
launched into an encore. Deciding 
to play “Caprice Viennois” by Fritz 
Kreisler, Tang played smooth, light 
notes, creating an enchanting mel-
ody.

This piece was part of Tang’s 
Senior Recital last Saturday in the 
Timken Room of Graves Hall. Tang 
was accompanied by Christopher 
Walter, Instructor in Music, on the 
piano, and performed three pieces 
in addition to the encore.

Tang opened the concert with 
the first movement of “Violin So-
nata No. 2 in D major, Op. 94a” by 
Sergei Prokofiev. The piece opened 
with a smooth, drawn-out violin 
melody that gradually became fast-
er and more sporadic in rhythm. 
After a short pause, which allowed 
the piano chords to ring out, the 
violin melody became smoother 
once again, before ending on a sin-
gle elongated note.

“In practicing, my favorite piece 
is the Prokofiev, because it sort of 
comes naturally. It’s not like the 
best crowd-pleaser though, that 
would be the Bernstein [piece] be-
cause it’s really difficult, but if you 
get it right it sounds really good,” 
said Tang.

Next, Tang played the first 
movement of Leonard Bernstein’s 
“Serenade, after Plato: Sympo-
sium.” The piece featured a lone 
eerie violin melody that consisted 
of long, high-pitched notes. As the 
movement progressed, the piece 
increased in volume and intensi-
ty, as Tang added choppy, plucked 
notes to the melody. The piece 
ended with a final, short note. Ac-
cording to Tang, this piece was the 
most challenging to perform in the 
repertoire.

“I have to do a lot of stuff very 
high up on the E string, and high 
up on the A string, a lot of fingered 

octaves, which is a very difficult 
technique. Also, a lot of double 
stops, [or playing two notes to-
gether on the violin], [and] it’s not 
easy because you have to get both 
of them in tune at the same time,” 
said Tang.

Tang was first introduced to 
group violin lessons when she 
was seven-years old. Although the 
classes were originally for fun, vi-
olin quickly became a strong pas-
sion for Tang that has taught her 
important life skills.

“[I feel like I’ve learned about] 
practicing taking things slowly,” 
said Tang. “A lot of people try to 
play things through to get things 
on the first try or something like 
that and I’ve learned that that’s 
not really effective. So what I do is 
I slow everything down, I take out 
the metronome, do things at like 
half tempo or quarter tempo, and 
just really get it right. I think the 
moral of that [is: if ] you can’t play 
things right slowly, you can’t play 
things right at all. It’s about estab-
lishing good habits. If you’re play-
ing things through quickly, and 
you’re not going back at all, you 
learn things the wrong way.”

On campus, Tang has a very 
strong appreciation for the music 
faculty, especially James Orent, the 
Conductor for the Symphony Or-
chestra and Chamber Ensemble, 
and her teacher, Michael Rosen-
bloom, Adjunct Instructor in Mu-
sic.

“When people are learning the 
pieces, their teachers say ‘oh, play 
this a little more sharp or flat, or 
try this with this kind of bowing or 
articulation,’ and that to me is more 
like ‘we’re fixing this one spot or 
piece,’ but [Mr. Rosenbloom] tells 
me, ‘you need to think about it in 
this way,’ ‘think about, when you’re 
playing, play with this kind of 
character.’… So he’ll make me real-
ly think during my lessons, and in 
that way he’s taught me a lot about 
the violin,” said Tang.

DEA BARRETO LAGESSE
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JongHo Park ’16 created a program full of lively music. 

S.CARMICHAEL/THEPHILLIPIAN

C.ELKOUH/THEPHILLIPIAN

Margot Shang ’16 performed “Wishing  You were Somehow Here Again” from “Phantom of the Opera.”

Sara Luzuriaga ’16, Margot Shang ’16, and Fiona Yonkman ’16 
Collaborate in Senior Voice Recital

Angela Tang ’16 began playing in group violin lessons at seven-years old.
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It’s finally May! Let’s hope the saying “April showers bring May flowers” rings true. In anticipation of sunny 
weather, I have created a list of swimsuit trends you should be on the watch for this summer. Even a year ago, 
one-piece suits were still frowned upon and unpopular. Now, they are actually making a comeback. Here are 
the top three swimsuits that are making waves.

ConCerts
What not to miss this weekend:

Friday
John Lim ’16 – Senior Recital

7:30 p.m. Timken Room, Graves Hall

Saturday
Janice Cheon ’16 – Senior Recital

7:30 p.m. Timken Room, Graves Hall

Sunday
Alexa Rodriguez Pagano ’16 – Senior Recital

2:00 p.m. Timken Room, Graves Hall
Diana Ding ’16 – Senior Recital

4:00 p.m. Timken Room, Graves Hall

Read about last week’s concerts
online at phillipian.net For more outfit ideas and tips, follow @cachetdechloe on Instagram!

This bikini style is very retro but fashionable. It has become a popular 
trend for companies to sell floral-printed bottoms and monochromatic 
tops that go perfectly together. Although floral prints can look tacky, 
they work well in small doses. With bikinis, the pattern is broken up 
a bit more, and many of the sets either have printed bottoms and solid 
tops, or vice versa. Pair your suit with a flowing white coverup, round 
sunnies, and a floppy hat. Go and experiment! 

The High-Waisted Bikini

A.LU/THE PHILLIPIAN

This is probably one of the most popular swimsuits at the moment. 
This one piece suit is fully covered in the front, with an open back. If 
you do decide to go for this style, stay away from floral patterns; they 
have a tendency to look tacky. I prefer the classic black swimsuit. It 
might seem boring, but it looks great with the open back. You can al-
ways throw on a colorful or a patterned cover-up if you want to break 
up the monochromatic scheme, but keep the suit portion simple and 
classic! If you are looking for a patterned swimsuit, I’d say go for mini 
stars or polka-dots. 

The Low-Back One-Piece

S.AL-MAYAHI/THE PHILLIPIAN

Before this year, high-neck bikinis were very uncommon. For those 
of you who want a more covered-up swimsuit, but like the bikini 
style, opt for one of these. They look very sporty! I especially love the 
halter tops with zippers that go down the middle, or ones that are 
striped and look like cropped tanks. Keep the colors simple if you are 
going for swimsuits with zippers or any extra hardware. Black, olive 
green, and navy colors are best. 

The High-Neck Halter Bikini

A.LU/THE PHILLIPIAN

You can always mix and match! Most brands will typically let you buy the top and the bottom separately, so 
if you like a high-neck halter top from one company, and think it would look great with a high-waisted bi-
kini bottom from another company, don’t fear! You can pair them together. Mixing and matching becomes 
so easy. Happy hunting! 

Extra Tips

‘Divergent Thinking and Global Imagination’ Exhibit
Reflects on Learning in the World Opportunities

With palms facing upward, 
several hands form a circle and 
display their intricate floral hen-
na designs in “Untitled,” a photo-
graph taken by Claire Glover ’16. 
Glover took the photograph in 
2014 during Niswarth, a Learning 
in the World three-week summer 
program in India that focused on 
education, development, com-
munity, and personal reflection. 
Glover’s photograph was one of 
the many artworks on display as 
part of “Divergent Thinking and 
Global Imagination,” a new ex-
hibit in the Steinbach Gallery in 
George Washington Hall.

“Divergent Thinking and 
Global Imagination,” curated by 
the Tang Institute, the Art De-
partment, and several students, 
consists of several photographs, 
a ceramics piece, a film made by 
Skyler Sallick ’16, and another 
by Alex Emerson ’17, and many 
journal entries and reflections. It 
features original works by Ando-
ver students who were inspired 
by their 2014-2015 Learning in 
the World experiences. Over 140 
students and 23 faculty members 
participated in Learning in the 
World programs, traveling to lo-
cations like China, Peru, India, 
Brazil, France, Russia, and Ger-
many.

Carmen Muñoz-Fernán-
dez, Director of Learning in the 
World, said, “We expect the 
Learning in the World experience 
not to be a one off thing that [stu-
dents] do. You have this amazing 
experience… and when you come 
back, nobody knows, you cannot 
share it with anybody. It is kind 

of something you do outside of 
what we do on campus. We did 
not want that. We want Learning 
in the World to be part of what 
we do on campus, when we come 
back, we want to still be connect-
ed, we want to gather and talk 
about it, and connect it to the cur-
riculum and the classes, connect 
it to everything that we do.”

Taken during the Brazil PLAC-
ES Program in 2015, “Christ the 
Redeemer Reflection” by Eliot 
Zaeder ’17 and Brandon Girard 
’16 features Zaeder wearing black 
sunglasses that reflect the promi-
nent statue, Christ the Redeemer, 
in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. Several 
of Zaeder’s works that are on dis-
play around the exhibition are 
from PLACES and the Bad Re-
ichenhall American Association 
of Teachers of German Program 
in 2015.

“I guess what inspired me [to 
take photos] is that I’ve always 
really loved travelling and I used 
to travel with my mom and sister. 
Because my dad works at [Ando-
ver, during] vacation times [we] 
never got together so [my family 
and I] always travelled without 
my dad and I always wanted to 
show my dad where I went and 
things like that so that is how my 
love for photography sprung,” 
said Zaeder. “I’ve also always 
been really interested in Brazil 
and Germany and those are the 
places that I went over the sum-
mer… [Photography] is just kind 
of a fun way for me to document 
my memories and obviously I 
think that when I am older, it will 
be a great resource for me to re-
member how great my life was 
and what I did.”

Zaeder enjoys experiment-
ing with long exposures, and he 

used this skill to take a rare photo 
of lightning in Bad Reichenhall, 
Germany. The lightning curls in 
the black-violet sky over a treach-
erous river and mountains.

“I really like [my lightning 
photo]… mostly because it is a re-
ally hard shot to take. A lot of luck 
goes into it and it is kind of hard 
to get the right exposure because 
the background, the night is re-
ally dark and the lightning bolt 
is so bright so it is hard to keep 
both sides exposed, and I think 
that I kind of just got lucky and it 
was just a good shot. I was in the 
right place at the right time,” said 
Zaeder. 

After the 2015 Human Under-
standing through Archaeology 
and Cultural Awareness (HUA-
CA) Project in Peru, Emily San-
chez ’18 wrote a reflection about 
meeting her Peruvian ancestors 

as well as finding an appreciation 
for the Incas’ embracement of na-
ture.

“I am Peruvian American so 
going to the actual place and 
stepping on the steps that my an-
cestors made was actually pretty 
amazing,” said Sanchez. “We got 
to visit Machu Picchu and we got 
to go on the Inca Trail. We got to 
visit their construction and some 
of the more preserved parts of it 
before the conquistadors came 
and messed up everything. I got 
to see that and usually those are 
very rare places because even in 
history, everything is pretty much 
whitewashed or Spanish-washed 
in this case. So seeing it in its pure 
form and something that has been 
so whitewashed in my family was 
really amazing and awesome.”

Hypnotiq was the entertain-
ment of the opening reception 

last Friday. They danced to snip-
pets of “WTF (Where They 
From)” by Missy Elliott, feat. 
Pharrell Williams; “Formation” 
by Beyoncé; “The Water Dance” 
by Chris Porter, feat. Pitbull; and 
“Freakalator” by Soundmaster T.

“We do call the programs 
‘Learning in the World,’ but in re-
ality, most of our students, I would 
say all of our students, when they 
travel, they learn mostly about 
themselves, and you can learn so 
much about yourself just by being 
in contact with another culture 
and by learning to be patient, to 
be empathetic, to be open to dif-
ferent ideas, to different ways of 
doing things, to different foods,” 
said Muñoz-Fernández.

Editor’s Note: Skyler Sallick is 
a Video Editor for The Phillipian.

SERENA REN

R.KINDANGEN/THE PHILLIPIAN
In 2014-2015, more than 140 students and 23 faculty members participated in Learning in the World programs.

Illustration Of
The Week

I am always interested in trying out new mediums of art and 
ways of painting, so I decided to try Chinese painting. It was 
very different to oil or acrylic painting because each layer of 
paint shows and it is very detailed. I had a lot of a fun experi-
menting with this medium, and here’s a flower I painted!

SERENA REN
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New 2016-2017 Dance Board Takes Center Stage

Timidly sitting on the floor, 
Zach Ruffin ’17 watched mem-
bers of Footnotes, Andover’s tap 
dance group, free-styling vari-
ous tap dancing techniques. Al-
though Ruffin didn’t have proper 
tap shoes to perform in, he did 
his best to participate in the ac-
tivity and dance with the other 
Footnotes members. Ruffin re-
called this moment of his Junior 
year in an interview with The 
Phillipian as his first dance mem-
ory at Andover.

“I was just in my socks and 
everyone else had their shoes 
on, [and I was] just making nois-
es with my feet,” said Ruffin. “I 
was shy with it because I was 
still new to dancing so I was a lot 
more reclusive and not as out-
spoken, and I guess that’s how I 
just learned from it. I got more 
comfortable with it, accepting 
that even if I think I don’t know 
what it is, I just have to believe, 
have more faith in myself and 
just have fun. There’s nothing 
bad that can really happen.”

Prior to attending Andover, 
Ruffin had little dance back-
ground, his experience limited 
to beginner tap dancing class-

es at summer Usdan Summer 
Camp for the Arts. Upon watch-
ing Hynoptiq, Andover’s hip-hop 
dance group, at Grasshopper 
Night his Junior year, Ruffin be-
gan to develop his passion for 
dance. Ruffin currently partic-
ipates in Footnotes, Hypnotiq, 
SLAM, and Andover Dance 
Group (A.D.G.).

“I was just having fun with 
it, and that led me to not only 
do beginner dance in the winter 
of freshman year but then Ms. 
Wombwell had passed me onto 
Footnotes, so that just kept the 
ball rolling and I just kept adding 
more things. I started with Foot-
notes and then next year I would 
add Hypnotiq then I would see 
SLAM perform and I was like, 
‘Oh, this is actually pretty cool’,” 
said Ruffin.

Having been a part of dance 
at Andover since his Junior year, 
Ruffin appreciates the wide 
range of styles and ideas that stu-
dents can explore with dance on 
campus.

 “I feel like we have a good 
amount of different styles, and 
the faculty, they’re always open 
to new ideas. Ms. Strong and 
Ms. Wombwell, those are the 
two dance people I know, and 
I’m glad to have known them 
because they always push me 

and love when I’m just doing my 
thing… I’m just honored, to see 
how much I can do with dance 
here and I feel like I’m always 
able to expand on it, which I like. 
Nothing seems out of reach,” 
said Ruffin.

 Ruffin’s main goal in his po-
sition on the Dance Board is to 
make it easier for people of vary-
ing dance levels and experienc-
es to actively participate in the 
Dance department.

 “I’m just trying to broaden 
the appeal to it and make it so 
that anyone can do it or anyone 
if they want to [can] have the 
chance. [I also want to] make it 
a lot more inclusive of different 
styles so everyone feels like they 
have a place in dancing so they 
can feel the joy like I did when 
I first started doing it,” said Ruf-
fin.

Ruffin is excited to be on the 
Dance Board alongside Hannah 
Beaudoin ’17 and Alice Tang ’18, 
with whom he’s had previous ex-
perience working before.

“We’re friends, so I guess 
I’m really excited just because I 
know we work together well. I’m 
not worried about any problems, 
but I want to see what we each 
can bring to the table and how 
we can come up with stuff to-
gether,” said Ruffin.

Hannah Beaudoin ’17

Zach Ruffin ’17

In the coming months, Hannah Beaudoin ’17, Zach Ruffin ’17, and Alice Tang ’18, a trio of dedicated dance students, will assume their new positions on the Dance Board. 
Beaudoin and Ruffin are the Co-Heads of the Dance Board and Tang is the Director of the DanceLabs. Their tasks include organizing student-led dance performances, such 

as the DanceLabs, and helping to plan Grasshopper Night during Family Weekend. 

Quietly standing at one end 
of the ballet studio, Hannah 
Beaudoin ’17 anxiously awaited 
her first ballet class at Andover 
during her Junior year. As she 
followed the exercises at the 
barre, Judith Wombwell, In-
structor and Chair in Theatre 
and Dance, told the dancers to 
pair up with someone new in 
class. As Beaudoin recalled in 
an interview with The Phillip-
ian, she paired up with Emily 
Ewing ’14, a Senior at the time, 
who welcomed Beaudoin to the 
Andover Dance community. 

“I remember one of the first 
things she said to me was: I al-
ways get so excited when new 
students come here because 
it’s really nice to have this new 
energy in the dance studio. She 
reassured me, ‘Don’t be scared 
of the older dancers. We all love 
having younger students here,’ 
and this was something that I 
didn’t always feel during my 
time in dance [before coming to 
Andover], this automatic feel-
ing that you belong here, just 
because you love to dance, and 
you’re welcomed here no matter 
what,” said Beaudoin.

A dancer since the age of six, 
Beaudoin started participating 

in the dance department Junior 
year through Footnotes and Blue 
Strut and the Andover Dance 
Group (A.D.G.) her Lower year. 
While she was used to the de-
manding dance training at her 
previous dance studio, Beaudo-
in has managed to find ways to 
challenge herself and continue 
to foster her passion for dance at 
Andover.

“When I did come to Ando-
ver, I was very worried it wasn’t 
going to be as rigorous for me, or 
I wasn’t going to enjoy the class-
es as much because they were 
going to be so different. One 
thing I liked about coming to 
Andover was the fact that I was 
dancing to have fun and to show 
others this art form I created, 
regardless of how flawless my 
technique is, just giving it my all 
and making something with the 
movement,” said Beaudoin. 

As Co-Head of Blue Strut 
and Footnotes this year, Beau-
doin has grown not only as a 
dancer, but also as a leader in the 
Andover community. Through 
dance programs, such as A.D.G., 
Beaudoin has found ways to love 
every dance piece and class and 
to spread this mentality with her 
peers.

“When I came [to Andover], 
I was a little more timid to voice 
my opinions... I’ve learned not 
only to voice my own opinions, 

but also encourage others as 
well. I think that’s something 
that’s really special about Ando-
ver is that you learn a lot about 
yourself and you also learn a lot 
about the different people you’re 
working with,” said Beaudoin.

Looking forward, Beaudoin 
is excited to collaborate with 
various dance groups this fall 
as a Dance Board Co-Head with 
Zach Ruffin ’17.

“There was one collaboration 
with Hypnotiq and Blue Strut 
recently, which I think worked 
out really well. So many people 
came and the two groups had a 
really fun time with one anoth-
er… Zach is a member of Hyp-
notiq and Slam, and I am in Blue 
Strut. We’re both in Footnotes 
and Andover Dance Group, so 
working together I know we can 
put into effect more of these col-
laborations,” said Beaudoin.

Beaudoin also hopes to 
spread the presence of dance on 
campus through casual, frequent 
performances called DanceLabs.

“I want to really encourage 
people to perform, regardless 
of whether or not they have a 
three-minute piece with lots of 
formations and costumes. I want 
to make the dance program a lot 
more accessible for people even 
if they’re not a part of the four 
groups I mentioned,” said Beau-
doin.

O.BROKAW/THE PHILLIPIAN
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Alice Tang ’18 Wearing a baby-pink leotard 
with a fluffy tutu, five-year old 
Alice Tang ’18 was constantly 
jumping and dancing around her 
house. Even when she wasn’t in 
dance class, Tang always wore 
her pink tutu, which she de-
scribed in an interview with The 
Phillipian.

“[Dance] was something 
that my mom started me in, just 
like creative movement classes 
when I was five and six. I just 
never stopped. I think at first, it 
was something that I just did for 
exercise but as I got older, I got 
more into the artistry and the 
expression of art and I started to 
fall in love with it,” said Tang. 

Before coming to Andover, 
Tang was part of a pre-profes-
sional ballet program at her old 
studio in Little Rock, Ark. After 
joining Andover Dance Group 
(A.D.G.) her Junior year and 
co-founding World Dance Club 
with Makenna Marshall ’18 last 
winter, Tang immediately felt 
welcomed and supported in An-
dover’s dance community.

“I really loved the dance 
community here at Andover 
from the first minute I met [Ju-
dith Wombwell, Instructor and 
Chair in Theatre and Dance] and 
[Erin Strong, Instructor in The-
atre and Dance], because they 

were just so welcoming,” said 
Tang.

“I came into [the dance pro-
gram at Andover], thinking it 
would be more of a competi-
tive vibe, and I was pleasantly 
surprised to find that everyone 
was really welcoming and the 
teachers tailored everything to 
what they thought you needed 
to work on,” said Tang.

Having only done ballet 
prior to Andover, Tang was 
introduced to modern dance 
by Strong. According to Tang, 
modern has quickly become her 
favorite genre of dance, as it al-
lows her more freedom than bal-
let.

“With modern, you get to 
be experimental and move your 
body however you want, for me 
it feels like a more personal ex-
perience because it’s not like I’m 
trying to fit myself into this per-
fect ballerina mold, but I just get 
to move and dance like myself,” 
said Tang.

During the spring of her Ju-
nior year, Tang took a choreog-
raphy course with Strong and 
learned to appreciate a new side 
of dance.

“[The choreography class] 
was really eye-opening because 
at Andover, you learn that dance 
is more than just movement, 
technique and form. It has 
got meaning,” said Tang. “Ms. 
Wombwell and Ms. Strong al-

ways choreograph really deep 
and powerful pieces. They seem 
weird at first but it forces you to 
have an intellectual understand-
ing of it as well as having a phys-
ical understanding.”

Next year, as Director of the 
DanceLabs, Tang hopes to im-
plement bi-weekly or monthly 
20 to 30 minute student choreo-
graphed dance covers and dance 
shows, similar to the Theatre 
and Dance Department’s Dra-
maLabs. 

“I hope to make DanceLabs a 
continuous thing, the same way 
DramaLabs are, that people can 
look forward to it every week. 
I really hope it gives dance a 
bigger impact and influence on 
campus. I really hope people on 
campus who don’t really consid-
er themselves choreographers 
or dancers see this as an oppor-
tunity to delve into the dance 
world,” said Tang.

Tang is also excited to work 
alongside the fellow Dance 
Board members, Hannah Beau-
doin ’17 and Zach Ruffin ’17, 
since she has danced with them 
before.

“I’ve been in A.D.G. with 
Hannah for two years now and 
Zach for one year, so we’ve al-
ready gotten to know each oth-
er by just sharing the stage be-
cause that is such a personal but 
unspoken connection already. I 
think it will be cool. I think both 
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FOOD BAZAAR AND TALENT SHOW

With Korean Pop music 
blasting from the speakers, 
students jostled around Elson 
Courtyard, moving from table 
to table to buy student-made 
Asian food. The CelebrAsian 
Bazaar and Talent Show took 
place last Saturday and fea-
tured student performanc-
es and student-made food, 
from mango lassi to vegetable 
dumplings. 

Philip Koh ’18, a member of 
Andover Korean Society, said, 
“CelebrAsian is a good op-
portunity for many students 
to experience different Asian 
cultures through food, talent 
shows, so I think it’s one of the 
most effective ways of spread-
ing and helping many students 
embrace the Asian culture [at 
Andover].”

The Bazaar and Talent Show 
were two of the events of this 
year’s CelebrAsian festival, 
which also included speakers, 
alumni panels, and a comedy 
show. Several clubs dedicated 
to Asian culture came together 
to run the Bazaar, selling vari-
ous Asian foods. 

“I think it’s important for all 
of the different groups under 
Asian Society to get together as 
one body, and also to introduce 
their different cultures and 
different foods to the broader 
Andover public and commu-
nity,” said Adrian Khactu, In-
structor in English and Faculty 
Advisor to Asian Society. 

This year, the CelebrAsian 
food bazaar took place out-
doors for the first time in El-

son Courtyard. In the past, it 
has been located indoors in 
George Washington Hall. 

“We did things a little dif-
ferently from previous years; 
we had the food outside rath-
er than inside, we had perfor-
mances in more of a casual 
manner during the food rather 

than having a separate talent 
show, but at the end of the day, 
I think everyone enjoyed it just 
as much if not more. We had a 
lot of people come and just re-
laxing and enjoying the food, 
and just allowing the Asian 
and Asian-American students 
on campus to share a part of 
their culture,” said Sharan Gill 
’16, President of Asian Society. 

One of the more popular 
dishes was the soba noodles, 
thin Japanese noodles made 
of buckwheat, served by An-
dover Japanese Connection. 
The noodles were served with 
broth, green onions, and dried 
seaweed sprinkled on top. 

“[My favorite dish was] defi-
nitely the soba,” said Dakoury 
Godo-Solo ’17. “I don’t know if 
they had it last year, but soba 
is the jam, and they have some 
really great soba sauce with it, 
and nori, [dried seaweed], and 
it’s super authentic. I went to 
Japan and I just had it a lot, 
and it was one of my favor-
ite things. I have a lot of good 
memories connected to soba, 
and it’s delicious.”

IndoPak sold samosas and 
mango lassi, two of its most 
popular dishes. A samosa is a 
fried flaky pastry, which In-
doPak chose to fill with pota-
toes and peas. A mango lassi is 
a yogurt based drink similar to 
a milkshake. 

Rohan Lewis ’17, a board 
member of IndoPak, said, “Sa-
mosas are always very popu-
lar food items. Last year [In-
doPak] sold them in front of 
commons, and they were gone 
within fourth lunch, so we de-
cided that this year we were 
going to go big, so we ordered 
two huge containers, a hun-
dred samosas total, and we’re 
almost sold out.”

In addition to the Bazaar, 
several students performed in 
a talent show in the Under-
wood Room. Alex Ma ’17 per-
formed “Dong Ting Xin Ge” on 
the guzheng, a traditional Chi-
nese instrument. The piece be-

gan with a cascade of descend-
ing notes that increased in 
volume. Ma then transitioned 
into a simpler melody and end-
ed with several soft, plucked 
notes. 

“[‘Dong Ting Xin Ge’] was 
a piece that I haven’t played 
in awhile, but I thought it was 

just a really pretty song, and 
it really reminded me of back 
home because that was one of 
the first intense, long-length 
songs that I performed as a 
kid,” said Ma. 

Richard Shim ’16 performed 
“Little Star,” a Korean song by 
Standing Egg. The piece fea-
tured a gentle melody reminis-
cent of a lullaby. Rather than 

singing the lullaby to a baby, 
though, the lyrics show that 
song is actually a serenade to 
the singer’s girlfriend. 

“I couldn’t sing a song that I 
had to belt out, because there 
was only one, small speaker, 
so I was looking for song that 
was more soft and subtle with 
more falsettos if anything else. 
[‘Little Star’] reminds me of 
my childhood… One of the lyr-
ics is “Little star, tonight, I will 
protect you through the night,” 
so the lyrics are really poetic, 
and that’s what I like about it,” 
said Shim. 

After the Bazaar and Talent 
Show, Hari Kondabolu gave a 
comedy show in Kemper Au-
ditorium. Kondabolu is Brook-
lyn-based comedian and has 
performed on “Jimmy Kimmel 
Live,” “Conan,” and Comedy 
Central’s “Live at Gotham.” In 
2014, Kondabolu released his 
standup album called “Waiting 
for 2042.”

“What I liked about it was 
that it was a personal moment 
in between people only in that 
room,” said Kondabolu in an 
interview with The Phillipian. 
“Like, I can’t do that joke in 
another school or anywhere 
else, it was really unique to the 
space. And it is fun to impro-
vise, like I love what I write 
but when you can do what you 
write plus great things on the 
spot, those are the best shows. 
That means you’re really into 
it. And I mean, you all came 
through and I felt that every-
one was attentive and thought-
ful.”

Contributed reporting by 
Andi Cheng and Alice Tang. 

STAFF REPORT

CelebrAsian

HEARD AROUND CAMPUS: EXPERIENCES FROM CELEBRASIAN

“I think it’s import-

ant for all of the 

different groups 

under Asian Society 

to get together as 

one body, and also 

to introduce their 

different cultures...”

ADRIAN KHACTU
Faculty Advisor 
to Asian Society

“I don’t know if 

they had it last 

year, but soba is 

the jam, and they 

have some really 

great soba sauce 

with it, and nori, 

[dried seaweed]...”

DAKOURY GODO-SOLO ’17
Participant in CelebrAsian

“I think that it’s just more lively, and we don’t really do these activities a 
lot, so it’s nice... You don’t really eat soba noodles or Japanese foods on 

a regular basis, so it’s nice to eat all the Asian foods... I think [soba is] 
definitely unique, like you would never see it in Commons, so I think just 

the uniqueness and the customs to how you eat it and prepare it.”

MAHO FUJIWARA ’18

“I like the fact that it’s celebrating a lot of different cultures, and even 
just walking around, you can see all the different cultures and all their 
different foods, which I think is really cool and exciting. I think it’s very 

different and I think it’s very cool that the school wants to promote that, 
and that most of it’s homemade that they made this type of food and 

embraced their culture.”

NATALIA SUAREZ ’17

“We prepare for it months in advance, and first of all, it’s a chance for 
us to get our club members together and really have fun making it 

and planning it, and it’s like a club bonding experience, but also it’s a 
chance for us to advertise our club to the outside community... My fa-
vorite part of CelebrAsian is the process of selling the food and seeing 

how popular it is. Seeing all these people who come here to enjoy Asian 
food, that’s really nice to see.”

SARAH DING ’17

CelebrAsian, formerly called the Asian Arts Festival, is a week-long event that brought together the Andover Asian & 
Asian-American communities to celebrate and share different Asian cultures with everyone on campus. This year, 

CelebrAsian invited four guest speakers and hosted numerous events, including the annual Food Bazaar and Talent Show.
*All photos by Tyler Rynne


