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COURTESY OF ERICA NORK

COURTESY OF WIKIMEDIA

Hannah Berkowitz ’17,  Ka-
lina Ko ’17, and Janet Conk-
lin ’17 were selected to take 
on the role as Producers for 
the upcoming school year.

Katie Hartzell ’18

Andover feels the Bern, 
Trump gets a bad haircut, 
and Hillary is back at it 
again with the lies.

hope it was 
worth it

Hartzell reflects upon the 
harmful competitive culture 
at Andover.  

Congressman  Poliquin ’72

Jane Goodall greeted Gunga as the gorilla rushed on stage to wish her a happy belated 82nd birthday.

Congressman Bruce 
Poliquin ’72 visited Andover 
to engage in a Q&A session 
with students.

Exclusive Footage 

Of Jane Goodall At 

youtube.com/phillipianvideo

T.RYNNE/THEPHILLIPIAN

Jane Goodall, Pioneer in Primatology, Delivers Presentation to Thousands

Over 1,200 members of 
the Andover community, 
and thousands more on-
line, gathered for a chance 
to hear Jane Goodall – a 
primatologist, ethologist, 
anthropologist, and Unit-
ed Nations Messenger of 
Peace – speak in Cochran 
Chapel this past Friday. 

Goodall, Founder of the 
Jane Goodall Institute and 
its youth program, Roots 
& Shoots, spoke about the 
importance of preserving 
the natural world and in-
spiring individual action 
to help people, animals, 
and the environment.

“We’re destroying the 
planet, and [this genera-
tion is] growing up into a 
planet which is being very 
seriously harmed. If we 
don’t act soon, it will be too 
late. For [the] future, that’s 
pretty grim. So I come 
and try and spread our 
program through Roots & 
Shoots as much as I possi-
bly can. That’s why I come: 
to galvanize young people 
to roll up your sleeves and 
get out there and help us 
make the world a better 
place,” said Goodall in an 
interview with The Phil-
lipian.

Goodall’s passion for 
environmentalism and zo-
ology began at a young age. 
In her speech, Goodall re-
called her fascination with 

the chickens on her grand-
mother’s farm and also 
credited her mother for 
encouraging her enthusi-
asm for learning.

“I began asking every-
body, ‘Where does the egg 
come out of the hen?’... 
Nobody answered me to 
my satisfaction, [and so] 
what I do remember so 
vividly is seeing a hen, go-
ing up into her little sleep-
ing house… and going into 
an empty hen house and 
waiting and waiting and 
waiting,” said Goodall in 
her presentation.

Meanwhile, her fam-
ily had been worried as 
Goodall was nowhere in 
sight while she was watch-
ing the hen lay an egg, re-
turning home well after 

sundown. Instead of get-
ting angry at Goodall, her 
mother supported her cu-
rious nature and provided 
her with the necessary 
resources to support her 
interest.

“Isn’t that the making of 
a little scientist: the curi-
osity, asking questions, not 
getting the right answers, 
deciding to find out for 
yourself, making a mistake, 
not giving up, and learn-
ing patience? It was all 
there in that 4½-year-old 
little girl. And a different 
kind of mother might have 
crushed that scientific cu-
riosity and I might not be 
standing here. She [even] 
decided that I would learn 
to read more quickly if she 
got books that were about 

animals,” said Goodall.
During her 55-year 

study of wild chimpanzees 
in Gombe Stream National 
Park, Tanzania, Goodall 
initially had trouble bond-
ing with the primates. 
Funds for her research 
were running low, and 
Goodall was worried that 
she would have to return 
to England before she had 
made any significant dis-
coveries.

“Those were the early 
days that were very frus-
trating and worrying for 
me... The chimpanzees 
took one look at this pe-
culiar white ape and ran 
away. They’ve never seen 
anything like this before, 
and they were very con-
servative. So I was really 

worried that the money 
would run out before I 
seen anything really excit-
ing and that would be the 
end of the whole thing,” 
said Goodall in her presen-
tation.

With support from her 
mother, she continued 
her research and eventu-
ally earned the trust of a 
male chimpanzee after 
he began to steal bananas 
from Goodall’s table who 
Goodall later named David 
Greybeard. After she had 
bonded with David Grey-
beard, she began to earn 
the trust of his family.

“Gradually [the chim-
panzees] began to lose 

CECELIA VIEIRA 
and MAE ZHAO

Sexual Educator Discusses 
Social Media and Consent in All-School Meeting

Social sexuality educa-
tor and comic storyteller 
Cindy Pierce visited cam-
pus to speak to Uppers 
and Seniors about the im-
portance of healthy sexual 
behavior this Wednesday 
during All-School Meet-
ing (ASM). 

By sharing her experi-
ences and giving advice, 
Pierce mentors young 
people on how to navigate 
difficult social landscapes. 
During her 45-minute 
talk, Pierce charmed the 
crowd with her honest 
and humorous approach 
to sexual education. 

“Social courage takes 
practice… Healthy sex is 
about communication and 
respect, and all of this is 
about social courage… If 
you can practice that now, 
calling people out on dis-
respectful language, and 
being a more inclusive 
community... It’s going 
to make your college ex-
perience so much easier 
because you’re gonna be 
more on your game and 
have more conviction,” 
said Pierce in an interview 
with The Phillipian.

In her presentation, 
Pierce discussed the posi-
tive and negative aspects 
of social media in relation 
to social behavior.

“There are so many 
positives. Social media 
brings us activism, it in-
spires activism. It informs 
us, it educates us, it con-
nects us in so many ways. 
These are positive things. 
And it creates communi-
ty… Social media has saved 
lives,” said Pierce during 
the presentation.

“When we’re behind 
social media, we are some-
what disconnected. We 
think we’re connected, but 
we’re actually disconnect-
ed… [Social media] creates 
envy. It adds to the stress in 
your life, even though you 
know in your head these 
people are cultivating their 
image,” she continued. 

Pierce encouraged audi-
ence members to continue 
developing in-person in-
teractive skills in place of 
social media. 

“So many people are 
hooking up behind text. 
Everyone’s got a lot more 
swagger and courage be-
hind text… but we need to 
be face-to-face where we 
can practice reading social 
cues, non-verbal cues, ver-
bal language, what you’re 
saying with your eyes. But 
if we’re not getting practice 
with that, we’re not devel-
oping [those skills],” said 
Pierce.

BILLY WANG

William Hamilton ’58, Longtime
 ‘New Yorker’ Cartoonist, Killed in Car Accident

William Hamilton ’58, 
a cartoonist for “The New 
Yorker,” passed away on 
afternoon of April 8, 2016 
when his car was struck 
by another vehicle. He was 
76.

Famous for his distinc-
tive combination of cari-
cature and realism, as well 
as his tendency to provide 
commentaries of high so-
ciety, Hamilton began his 
industrious career as a 
cartoonist drawing illus-
trations for The Phillipian 
and Pot Pourri during his 
time at Andover. In 1965, 
he began working at “The 
New Yorker” and stayed 

there until his death.
In addition to his work 

at “The New Yorker,” 
Hamilton was also a nov-
elist and playwright. His 
collection of written work 
features many of the same 
critiques of high society 
as his cartoons. He has 
written four plays, “Save 
Grand Central” (1976), 
“Plymouth Rock” (1977), 
“Happy Landings” (1982), 
and “White Chocolate” 
(2004), as well as three 
novels, “The Love of Rich 
Women” (1980), “The 
Charlatan” (1985), and 
“The Lap of Luxury” 
(1988).

Hamilton developed a 
love for drawing at a young 
age, submitting cartoons 

to major newspapers by 
the age of 12. David Oth-
mer ’59, who worked with 
Hamilton on The Phillip-
ian as a Managing Editor, 

recalls Hamilton’s love of 
art. 

CECELIA VIEIRA

Q&A With Ai-Jen Poo ’92, 
Activist and Fuess 
Award Recipient

Ai-jen Poo ’92 is the re-
cipient of this year’s Fuess 
Award and will be pre-
senting during All-School 
Meeting on Wednesday, 
April 27. 

The Fuess Award 
was established in 1964 
in honor of Andover’s 
tenth Headmaster Claude 
Moore Fuess, and it is 
given to alumni who have 
embodied the spirit of 
Non Sibi by committing 
themselves to public ser-
vice.

What is the talk going 
to be about?

I’m still working it out, 
but I think it’ll be about 
the challenges and op-
portunities ahead for this 
generation of Andover 
students to really shape 
the future of our safety net 
and our policy to trans-
form inequality and create 
a better life in America.

How did your time 
at Andover shape the 
path your career has fol-
lowed?

I had some really great 
teachers who really en-
couraged me to think 
creatively and to think 
critically about the status 
quo, and to try to imagine 

a future where inequality 
and inequities don’t ex-
ist in the same way. I had 
creative writing teachers 
who really encouraged a 
level of imagination of a 
different kind of future 
based on love and equal-
ity and equity and dignity, 
a lot of the values that I 
think the Non Sibi prin-
ciple is really about. I did 
a lot of community ser-
vice where I was exposed 
to what it means to serve 
communities that are very 
different from the ones 
that you know, and I was 
also exposed to litera-
ture and history classes 

Continued on A5, Col. 5

Continued on A5, Col. 1

Continued on A3, Col. 4

Girls Waterpolo

COURTESY OF WIKIMEDIA

Ai-Jen Poo ’92 is the Direc-
tor of National Domestic 
Workers Alliance.

COURTESY OF LUCY HAMILTON 
William Hamilton ’58 was 76-years old.

Continued on A4, Col. 5

The Phillipian, Vol. CXXXIX, 
discusses the importance of 
environmentalism.



As I watched the wide-
eyed new students 
timidly trailing behind 

their revisit hosts, I vividly 
remembered my first night at 
Andover, squirming around on 
my revisit host’s bedroom floor 
in both anxiety and anticipation. 
The following day, I shadowed 

my host eagerly, meeting all 
of her friends and teachers. 
The point of spending a day at 
Andover was, for me as well 
as many other students, an 
opportunity to get a better feel 
for the Andover campus and 
determine our compatibility 
with Andover. At least, that’s 
what I thought.

 Revisit days this year allowed 
me to see that Andover isn’t the 
place for everyone, especially for 
those who aren’t able-bodied. 
Recently, I saw a revisit host and 
that student’s guest struggling to 
maneuver around campus as the 
student wheeled the guest to and 
from classes. While the revisiting 
student wasn’t disabled as much 
as injured, seeing the difficulties 
she had getting around campus 
made me reflect on how our 
campus, which presumably 
assesses students based on merit, 
fails to accommodate physically 
disabled or injured students well.

 While I cannot speak for 
those with physical disabilities 

since I have the privilege of 
being able-bodied, I do think the 
considerable distance between 
buildings on campus excludes 
physically disadvantaged 
students. This problem is unique 
in that almost everyone on 
campus is able-bodied and is 
not affected by this issue. But, 
simply because an issue does 
not affect all of us doesn’t make 
it any less of an issue. It’s unfair 

that I could, in theory, live in 
any female dorm on campus, 
while a physically handicapped 
female could only live in Adams 
Hall, Paul Revere Hall, or in 
Isham – the only female dorms 
with elevators. It’s unfair that I 
don’t have to think twice about 
entering any academic building, 
while a student who isn’t able-
bodied would have to use more 
extraneous and time-consuming 
ways to access a building.

 By failing to cater to physically 
disabled students, Andover 
becomes a place that embraces 
only able-bodied students, 
rather than those who can thrive 
academically and socially on 
campus. Andover prides itself 
for its need-blind policy, which 
allows dedicated, talented 
students to attend Andover 
regardless of socioeconomic 
class. However, for those 
who cannot satisfy the sports 
requirement and for those who 
cannot travel from Cochran 
Chapel to Morse Hall in less 

than ten minutes, receiving an 
Andover education seems less 
feasible.

 Luckily, we can take action 
now to help disabled students 
access Andover’s campus more 
easily. For example, we can 
offer access to entrances such 
as the door  found on the way 
to the girl’s locker room at the 
bottom of the ramp near Borden 
Gym, which is usually locked, 

to students with Blue Cards, 
allowing students with physical 
disabilities to enter buildings 
without having to take detours. 
Moreover, Andover should 
continue to support the Disability 
Rights, Education, Activism, and 
Mentoring (DREAM) club.  I 
encourage both students and 
faculty to partake in DREAM’s 
goal of spreading awareness of 
mental and physical disabilities 
on campus so that they can 
understand how to truly embrace 
students with disabilities. 

 Andover should be an 
available and viable option for 
every high-achieving student 
who wants to attend, regardless 
of physical ability. We claim 
that we are a school that accepts 
“Youth from Every Quarter.” But, 
are we really as inclusive as we 
claim to be?

Emily Ndiokho is a two-year 
Lower from Allen, Tex.
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Last Friday, Jane Goodall spoke in Cochran Chapel about her work 
with chimpanzees in Tanzania’s Gombe Stream National Park and 
her later work as an environmental activist. In her presentation, 
Goodall conveyed not only her love of animals, but also her love 
of Earth. Goodall’s candid dedication to the planet left many in 
awe, reminding the community that environmental issues are not 
trivialities unworthy of our attention – they are more urgent than we 
allow ourselves to admit.

Goodall’s presentation emphasized that humanity’s increasing 
lack of concern for nature has led us to destroy our planet without 
noticing the severity of our actions. We fail to see the correlation 
between man-made environmental disasters, like the destruction of 
animal habitats or the pollution of water, and our own lives. 

Whether hailing from the concrete jungle of New York City or 
the Fifth Ring Road of Beijing, most Andover students do not, or 
do not want to, see the damage that waste, pollution, and excess 
consumption wreak on our planet. While Andover has tried over the 
years to make community members more conscious of their effect on 
the environment with projects like the Green Cup Challenge, these 
efforts have failed to alter the trend of waste that largely defines our 
culture.

Even when we are surrounded by small reminders to be conscious 
of our impact on the environment, why do we refuse to change our 
habits? Living and working on this campus, we are distanced from 
the actual effects caused by our abuse of the environment. We often 
don’t acknowledge long-term environmental issues or view them as 
“real” enough to warrant our effort and attention. Many of us lead 
busy lives, so we excuse our lack of action with the claim that we 
don’t have enough time to worry about the environment. We don’t 
seem to comprehend that environmental issues eclipse whatever 
is convenient for us. When, in coming generations, the planet has 
been destroyed beyond repair, when global warming has brought 
the sea into the world’s neighborhoods and cities, when humans are 
endangered in the same way that thousands of animals are today, the 
supposed inconvenience of turning off a faucet in 2016 will mean 
nothing. 

As inhabitants of this planet, we have no excuse for continuing to 
live as though there is no need to be sustainable. We must change our 
habits; we need to turn off the lights, limit time spent in the shower, 
and drink from reusable water bottles. These choices are not optional 
anymore; they are imperative. 

Our current stance on environmental issues – that we are too busy 
and have more important things to do – is unacceptable. We cannot 
allow our perceived distance from environmental issues make us 
believe we are not part of the problem. 

This editorial represents the views of The Phillipian, Vol. CXXXIX.

Changing Our
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Access for All

Like many others last 
Friday, I ventured to the 
Cochran Chapel to see 

world-renowned primatologist 
and activist Jane Goodall 
recount her life story to Andover 
students, faculty, and alumni. 
Two hours later, I left the doors 
of the chapel most stricken by 
her point of the significance of 
human respect to nature, animals, 
and most importantly, each 
other. Disrespect and violation of 

Andover’s motto, Non Sibi, have 
surfaced multiple times over the 
span of the 2015-2016 school 
year. Numerous Commentary 
articles have been published 
about upsetting examples of 
student disrespect on campus, 
such as the Grasshopper 
ticket frenzy, line cutting in 
Paresky Commons, and small 
disrespectful acts we encounter 
everyday. Jane Goodall said she 
believes human disrespect is 
partially caused by advanced 
devices hindering human 
connection, but I believe that the 

acts of disrespect recently seen 
on campus are perpetuated by 
Andover’s competitive culture.

The competitive culture 
that exists in the Andover 
community is no secret to 
students or faculty. It perches 
in the backs of students’ minds 
and influences our everyday 
actions and choices, whether 
athletically, extracurricular, or 
academically. Some argue that 
the competitive nature of our 
campus is the reason Andover 
students are so successful, and to 
an extent, it is. Competitiveness 
challenges us – it stretches us to 
think, work, and try our absolute 
hardest and to put our foremost 
efforts into everything we do. 
But what some fail to realize 
is that our constant urge to be 
ahead and hold an advantage 
over our classmates perpetuates 
a separate culture entirely – the 
culture of disrespect.

Living in a community that 
values high achieving students 
and glorifies people who 
matriculate to top colleges 
causes current students to adopt 
the mindset that it is a virtue 
to compete their hardest for 
personal gain. The notion of “get 
ahead, get ahead, get ahead” is 
pedagogically drilled into us 
students. When this mindset 
is implemented into everyday 
situations, students put their 
wants in front of others and 
disrespectful acts can often be 
the result. The deeper effect is 
that people conclude Andover 

students only think about 
themselves and simply do not 
care about others, which is 
the complete opposite of our 
school’s motto.

There are undoubtedly many 
Andover students who can easily 
separate when and when not to 
put themselves before others, 
but the fact that so many issues 
of disrespect have surfaced on 
campus this year is troubling. 
Because we are a community, 
we should be lifting each other 
up, not tearing each other down. 
To rid Andover of the culture of 

disrespect, people need to take 
time to think about how their 
actions and comments influence 
the people and community 
around them. As Jane Goodall 
said, “Only when the head and 
heart work in harmony can 
human beings attain their true 
potential.” So, Andover, let’s 
think before we act and attain our 
true potential as a community 
that fully embodies Non Sibi.

KATIE HARTZELL

Katie Hartzell is a two-year 
Lower from Penn Valley, Penn.
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A Culture of Competition

Corrections:
     A News article misidentified the senatorial campaign an alumnus 
worked on. Emma Goldstein ’09 worked on Senator Ed Markey’s 
2013 special e campaign.
      A Commentary article attributed an illustration credit 
incorrectly. Sam Yoon ’19 drew the cartoon paired with “Relishing 
Religion.”
      A Sports feature misspelled the name of an athlete. David 
Shamritsky ’17 is Co-Captain of Andover Cycling.
      An Arts article attributed a by-line incorrectly. Lauren W. Lee 
’18 wrote the article featuring Rosie Poku ’17.
      The Phillipian regrets the errors.

Students put their wants 
in front of others and 
disrespectful acts can 

often be the result.

The competitive culture 
that exists in the Andover 
community is no secret 
to students or faculty.

e.wu/the phillipian
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Congressman Bruce 
Poliquin ’72 greeted stu-
dents and engaged in an 
informal Q&A session 
during breakfast in Upper 
Left of Paresky Commons 
last Monday morning.

Stopping by his alma 
mater before heading to 
Boston for events later in 
the day, Poliquin visited a 
History-310 class taught 
by Head of School John 
Palfrey and Jennifer El-
liott ’94, Dean of Students 
and Residential Life. He 
was accompanied by class-
mates Charles Hirschler 
’72, Tony Hewett ’72, and 
his son Sam Poliquin ’10.

Poliquin looks fondly 
upon his time at Andover.

“I love Andover. This 
is home to me. This is my 
family. One of the greatest 
accomplishments of my 
life has been graduating 
from this place,” Poliquin 
said in an interview with 
The Phillipian.

During the Q&A ses-
sion, topics ranged from 
Poliquin’s time at Andover 
to his duties as Congress-
man of Maine’s 2nd Dis-
trict. He encouraged stu-
dents to become involved 
in activities at Andover.

“Work hard. Have fun. 
Be honest. Do what’s 
right… get involved. Stay 
involved. Wherever it is, 
get involved. If you don’t 
get involved, don’t com-
plain about the results,” 
said Poliquin in the Q&A 
session. 

Arthur Paleologos ’17, 
2016-2017 Student Body 
Co-President, said, “I 
have always had an inter-
est in politics...and we get 
a lot of visitors to campus, 

but it was a good chance 
in a closer, smaller setting 
to talk to a person who is 
serving right now.” 

“He [is] a Republican, 
and I feel that, especially 
where it’s no secret Phil-
lips Academy leans a little 
to the left politically, it’s 
great to go and hear both 
sides to every story and I 
thought it was a great dis-
cussion,” Paleologos con-
tinued.  

In the History 310 
class, Poliquin casually 
conversed with students. 
Throughout the class, 
Poliquin shared stories 
about his time at Andover 
along with some of his po-
litical opinions and his ex-
periences as a Congress-
man.

Shoshi Wintman ’17, 
a student in Elliott and 
Palfrey’s joint class, said 
in an interview with The 
Phillipian, “I think the 
class had a generally good 
response [to Poloquin’s 
visit]. There’s a pretty di-
verse group of political 
views in the class and he 
had fairly strong political 
views and so I’m not sure 
everyone agreed with him 

politically, but at the same 
time he was very friendly 
and very willing to discuss 
things,” said Wintman. 

Jennifer Savino, Direc-
tor of Alumni Engage-
ment, wrote in an email to 
The Phillipian, “[Poliquin’s 
visit was] a wonderful 
opportunity to connect 
current students to other 
alumni across the decade 
and to have an alumnus 
come to a class that di-
rectly connects his job and 
service to our country.” 

Poliquin represents the 
2nd District of Maine in 
the United States House 
of Representatives. From 
Monday through Friday, 
he is based in Washing-
ton, D.C., and lives inside 
his office in the Capitol 
Building. Poliquin spends 
his weekends in his native 
state of Maine.

“It’s okay to have pas-
sion, and to believe what 
you believe, but at the 
end of the day, if you 
want to pass a bill, you 
have to compromise,” said 
Poliquin while describing 
his duties as a congress-
man.

April 15, 2016 T h e  P h i l l i p i a n NEWS  A3

Congressman Bruce Poliquin ’72 
Shares Political Insights During 

Visit to Campus  

Cindy Pierce Highlights 
Importance of Social Comfort

Prior to starting work 
in motivational speaking, 
Pierce ran an inn with 
her husband, with whom 
she has three children. 
Her introduction to giv-
ing speeches was a com-
plete accident.

Pierce said, “[Af-
ter talking to me,] my 
friend’s boss said they 
were like ‘Woah, you 
make us feel so much bet-
ter about being women, 
having vaginas, birthing, 
and relationships. You 
make it funny and we’re 
struggling with [these 
things], could you get on 
stage and do that?’ ”

In 2004, Pierce agreed 
to the suggestions from 

her peers and family. 
Originating from a small 
scale comedy show, she 
delighted crowds with 
a straightforward, blunt 
style of humor that si-
multaneously provided 
audience members with 
advice in social situa-
tions. 

“I thought [the young-
er] generation with In-
ternet didn’t really need 
any information on or-
gasms and all this, and 
I went to a sorority, and 
I kind of vaguely talked 
about [the first time I 
orgasmed,] and then one 
woman behind me said, 
‘Excuse me, you talked 
about that but you didn’t 
actually tell us how you 
do that,’ ” said Pierce.

In her presentation, 

Pierce also touched upon 
the topic of affirmative 
consent.

“You are a group that 
talks about affirmative 
consent. I just want you 
to understand that this 
is a policy on campus. 
You are going to be bet-
ter than your parents at 
this… because you have 
started younger. Affirma-
tive consent is very ba-
sic,” said Pierce. 

Pierce has been fea-
tured on the list of “14 
Remarkable Women of 
the Arts” in “New Hamp-
shire” magazine. She is 
also the author of “Sex-
ploitation: Helping Kids 
Develop Healthy Sexu-
ality in a Porn-Driven 
World.”

Brace Fellow Erica Nork ’16 Explores 
Abbot Academy’s Artistic Influence on Andover

Surrounded by color-
ful class flags represent-
ing multiple generations 
of Abbot Academy alums, 
Erica Nork ’16 discussed 
Abbot Academy’s artistic 
and cultural influence on 
Andover during her Brace 
Fellowship presentation 
last Saturday. 

Held in McKeen Hall 
on Abbot campus, Nork’s 
presentation attracted 
current students as well 
as many Abbot alumnae.

Nork wrote in an email 
to The Phillipian, “When I 
began my project, I wasn’t 
sure what angle I was go-
ing to take in focusing on 

Abbot Academy. I knew 
that ‘The Courant’ and 
Fidelio are reminiscent of 
Abbot, but I didn’t know 
much else. Eventually, 
in reading Abbot school-
newspaper articles, I no-
ticed just how incredibly 
prevalent the arts were 
there, and began to see 
how that culture of cre-
ativity permeated the 
school’s atmosphere.”

During her presenta-
tion, Nork discussed Ab-
bot Academy prior to its 
merger with Andover, 
second-wave feminism 
in the context of Abbot 
Academy, and the transi-
tion of Abbot Academy’s 
artistic legacy into Ando-
ver culture. 

Nork, who is a four-

year member of Chorus, a 
Producer for the DramaL-
abs, and a member of An-
dover Dance Group, said, 
“Much like my project 
focuses on Abbot Acad-
emy through the lens of 
the arts, my whole Ando-
ver experience has devel-
oped through that same 
lens... My experience has 
definitely honed me as 
an unapologetic advocate 
for empirical creativity 
and pursuit of the arts in 
the context of our strict-
ly academic education. I 
think that’s what I do in 
the dance, theater, and 
music departments com-
plements and gives more 
meaning to my academic 
work, and vice versa.”

Nancy Donnelly Bliss 

AA ’54 found the merger 
between Abbot Academy 
and Phillips Academy to 
be stronger than ever af-
ter its 40th anniversary. 
During Bliss’s time at 
Abbot, she was involved 
with the arts, singing in 
Fidelio and assisting in 
the Senior play. She is on 
the Abbot Alumnae En-
gagement Initiative and 
is also the Class of 1954 
Secretary. 

“It was not easy to have 
one’s school change so 
radically and lose its iden-
tity, but it has been great 
that the Abbot Academy 
Association is so strong 
and that the Brace Cen-
ter for Gender Studies is 
thriving. I believe the ad-
ministration is supportive 
of the Abbot alums and 
understands the impor-
tance of keeping the Ab-
bot name and spirit alive,” 
wrote Bliss in an email to 
The Phillipian.

In addition to Bliss, 
Nork also had the oppor-
tunity to speak to other 
Abbot alumnae who had 
varying impacts on Nork 
and her presentation. 

“I thoroughly enjoyed 
getting to talk to [Abbot 
alumnae]. All of the alum-
nae I talked to were in-
credibly smart and inspir-
ing women. I only got to 
meet one alumna in per-
son prior to my presenta-
tion, but I talked to a few 
on the phone and emailed 
many. The alumna I did 
get to meet in person, 
Sandy Rollins ’71, let me 
come and interview her at 
her house in Boston, and 
I had so much fun talking 
with her both about Ab-
bot [Academy] and about 
her life as a curator of his-
torical collections across 
the state,” said Nork in an 
email to The Phillipian.

Through her research, 

Nork came to appreci-
ate the importance that 
a community for gender-
based research like the 
Brace Center exists. 

Lizzie McGonagle ’16, 
a friend of Nork and fel-
low dancer, said, “I think 
that the Brace Center is 
a really great platform to 
have a part of the insti-
tution that is endorsed 
by faculty that are really 
devoted to talking about 
these issues,” in an inter-
view with The Phillipian. 

Unlike most Brace fel-
lows, Erica’s interest in 
Abbot Academy arts did 
not stem directly from the 
Brace center.

“My Brace Fellowship 
actually started out as my 
History 310 Paper – sim-
ply writing about Abbot 
Academy and the arts. I 
was so excited with the 
research and the sheer 
breadth of material in the 
Archives, that I wanted to 
continue and expand my 
project,” said Nork in an 
email to The Phillipian.

Nork’s presentation 
expressed her belief for 

the importance of the arts 
and relayed the influence 
that Abbot Academy has 
on the Andover commu-
nity today.

“I spent a lot of time 
exploring in the Archives, 
looking through old ‘Cou-
rant’s and Abbot school 
newspapers. Luckily, a lot 
of material had already 
been digitized, so I was 
able to find things like old 
yearbooks and Courants 
online. I guess my pro-
cess consisted mostly of 
perusing articles, as well 
as diving into secondary 
sources about the femi-
nist context of the ’60s 
and ’70s,” Nork contin-
ued. 

Directed by Tasha 
Hawthorne and Flavia 
Vidal, the Brace Center 
for Gender Studies is an 
academic resource cen-
ter where students and 
faculty work together on 
gender-based projects.

A series of plays writ-
ten Abbot alumnae supple-
mented Nork’s presenta-
tion. Turn to B6 to read 
more.

Nork stumbled upon her Brace Fellowship topic while 
writing her History-310 paper. 

S.WANG/THE PHILLIPIAN

COURTESY OF JESSIE WALLMER

Congressman Bruce Poliquin ’72 met with students 
at  breakfast and visited a History-310 class.

Cont. from A1, Col. 6
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Cindy Pierce runs an inn with her husband and is a sexuality educator.

LARSON TOLO

COURTESY OF ERICA NORK

Erica Nork ’16 is a member of Chorus, a Producer for the DramaLabs, and a 
member of the Andover Dance Group.  
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Students gathered in 
The Nest to engage in a 
creative-thinking work-
shop led by Addison Go-
dine ’07, a member of 
Getaway, a Boston-based 
startup that builds tiny 
houses for people who 
want to escape city life. 

Before the start of the 
activity, students got in 
pairs and each person 
attempted to design and 
build a paper 3-D model 
of their partner’s ideal 
house. They were given 
a finite amount of time 
to complete the activity 
in five design-thinking 
stages: empathize, define, 
ideate, prototype, and 
test.

“It’s going to be really 
fast paced. You’re not go-
ing to feel like you have 
time to perfect all the 
steps. That’s going to be 
part of it,” said Godine 
before beginning the ac-
tivity.

In the first two stages, 
pairs interviewed each 
other to determine what 

their partner was looking 
for in their ideal homes. 
The general questions 
posed were about the lo-
cation, purpose, and ac-
tivities the client wished 
to engage in these homes.

In the following two 
stages, partners sketched 
sample homes and dis-
cussed the methods of 
improvement. Eventually, 
a final design was deter-
mined. In the last stage, 
pairs attempted to cre-
ate a 3-D model of their 
homes using only paper, 
paper clips, scissors, and 
tape.

Darcy Burnham ’18, 
an attendee of Godine’s 
workshop, said, “I really 
liked how much he em-
phasized the importance 
of getting feedback from 
your customer. The stages 
included several conver-
sations with the [clients] 
to get a deep understand-
ing of what [they] want. 
In addition, I loved how, 
during the prototyping 
stage, he advised us to not 
get attached to one spe-
cific design, but instead 
create multiple designs 
and combine the best fea-

tures of each.” 
Though a little more 

complicated in reality, 
Godine and fellow mem-
bers of Getaway follow a 
similar process when de-
signing actual tiny hous-
es.

Thus far, Getaway has 
designed and manufac-
tured three tiny houses 
outside of Boston. Each 
house offers an escape 
from the chaos of every-
day life.

“Our tiny houses are 
located in the woods, 
so it’s nice for people to 
get away from the urban 
grind. They actually have 
limited cell phone ser-
vice, so you really do feel 
separated from work and 
other social distractions, 
or whatever else it may 
be, and all your social me-
dia feeds,” said Godine in 
his presentation.

While the tiny 
houses are only about 
160-square-feet large, 
they offer all the neces-
sities provided by larger 
homes.

“They all offer a kitch-

en, a place for at least 
two people to sleep, some 
kind of eating area, elec-
tricity [and a] hot show-
er,” said Godine.

Most clients stay in 
the tiny houses for one 
to two nights. Getaway is 
already 80 percent to 90 
percent booked through 
the summer.

“I think the majority 
of clients are in one of 
two camps: either it’s a 
couple from the city look-
ing to get away, maybe on 
a romantic weekend. The 
other client [groups are] 
people who are really 
interested in tiny house 
living and want to test it 
out,” said Godine.

In addition to its three 
existing tiny houses, Get-
away plans to continue 
expanding.

“Getaway is expand-
ing to New York state 
next. The houses will be 
located near New York 
City, and I think there 
are plans in the works to 
make some in San Fran-
cisco as well,” said Go-
dine.
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ELIZA BIENSTOCK

Addison Godine ’07 Leads 
Creative-Thinking Workshop in NestED

M.ZERBEY/THEPHILLIPIAN
Addison Godine ’07 has helped design and manufacture three 
tiny houses outside of Boston. 

Hamilton ’58 
Developed Passion for 
Illustrating at Andover

“He was constantly 
doodling, constantly 
drawing. What became 
his career was something 
that started long before it 
was a career. He would be 
in any situation, whether 
it be at Commons, in a 
classroom, or outside, and 
he would capture the es-
sence of the situation in a 
cartoon kind of way, and it 
would be very funny,” said 
Othmer in a phone inter-
view with The Phillipian. 

“He would have that 
artistic ability to capture 
the moment, and the sense 
of humor that made it hu-
morous,” Othmer said.

Othmer continued, “He 
had a very acute sense of 
the irony of life, even then, 
and that sense of irony and 
poking fun at people just 
continued on throughout 
his life. His cartoons were 
identifiable not only by the 
style of drawing but by the 
emotions being conveyed 
and the situations being 
depicted. [The subjects] 
were all stuffy, high-soci-
ety white people. He was 
always poking fun at the 
establishment, and he did 
it very cleverly.” 

After graduating from 
Andover, Hamilton at-
tended Yale University, 
and then served with the 
Army in Alaska from 1963 
to 1965. Hamilton em-
ployed his skills as a car-
toonist while writing his 
application to the univer-
sity.

Othmer said, “One of 

the standard questions on 
all the applications back 
then was ‘Why do you 
want to go to this school?” 
It was three pages. On the 
first page [of Hamilton’s 
application], there was a 
drawing of a dandy in a 
straw hat, and the caption 
underneath was ‘I can’t 
go to Princeton.’ On the 
second page, there was a 
drawing of a hippie with 
a scraggly beard, all dirty 
and disheveled, and the 
caption was ‘I can’t go to 
Harvard.’ The third page 
was a blank page with just 
a caption: ‘So I guess I have 
to go to Yale.’ That was his 
application to Yale.” 

Hamilton was born 
June 2, 1939, in Palo Alto, 
Calif., to Alexander Ham-
ilton and Ellen Ballentine. 
He is survived by his wife, 
Lucy Young Hamilton; 
his daughter, Alexandra 
Hamilton Kimball; his 
son, Gilliam Collinsworth 
Hamilton; and his two 
grandchildren.

Cont. from A1, Col. 6

COURTESY OF POT POURRI

Hamilton’s illustration on the Sports page for the 1958 “Pot 
Pourri.”

COURTESY OF POT POURRI

William Hamilton ’58 was an 
Art Editor for the Pot Pourri.

Tweets of the Trade

STAFF REPORT

This Week’s World News
In 140 Characters

M.ZERBEY/THEPHILLIPIAN
Students were paired up and asked to design a 3-D model of 
their partner’s ideal house.

An illustration made by William Hamilton ’58 to accompany the “Activities” page in the 1958 “Pot Pourri.”

COURTESY OF POT POURRI

Students in the NestED participate in a workshop led by Addison Godine ’07 where they designed 3-D models 
of ideal houses.

T.RYNNE/THE PHILLIPIAN
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and teachers who really 
encouraged me to learn 
from the tragedies and 
the mistakes of the past 
in order to create a future 
where we increasingly 
become more whole and 
more unified as a country. 

Speaking specifically 
about community ser-
vice, was there any par-
ticular assignment that 
really spoke to you or 
inspired you?

I was in the student 
environmental group, 
and we were active on 
all kinds of projects – I 
think it was called Earth 
Friends. I was also in the 
Women’s Forum where 
we organized events that 
were highlighting the 
need for gender equality. 
I also did service in Low-
ell at a childcare center 
in a refugee community. 
All of those experiences, 
they really meant a lot 
to me to think critically 
about different forms of 
inequality and different 
ways that we can be liv-
ing our lives in such a way 
to promote more sustain-
able ways of living, more 
sustainable communi-
ties, more sustainable 
economic relationships. 
I think it really did strike 
me, as I was working at 
the childcare center in 
Lowell, how growing up 
in a poor community re-
ally affects everything 
about life. The food you 
eat, the opportunities you 
have, the neighborhood 
you live in – all of it is in-
credibly connected to the 
messages and the support 
you receive to be able to 
realize your full potential 
as a child. I think it really 
gave me a different per-
spective on what it means 
to create economic op-
portunity. 

You were named by 
“Women Deliver” as 
one of 100 women from 
across the globe who is 
advocating for other 
women, and you have 
been featured in the 
“40 Under 40” list in 
“Feminist Press.” Why 
are women’s rights im-
portant to you and how 
do they influence your 
work?

Women play a really 
unique role in our so-
ciety now. Women are 
more than half of all col-
lege graduates, more than 
half of the work force, 70 
percent of the consumer 
market, more than half 
of the electorate. We are 
incredibly powerful in 
terms of what we’re driv-
ing in the economy and 
in political and civic life 
in this country. And yet, 
oftentimes we’re under-
represented in positions 
of power and influence, 
and overrepresented in 
positions of vulnerabil-
ity and instability. I think 
that that gender inequal-
ity is at the heart of so 
much of what needs to 
transform in our society 
in order for us to real-
ize our full potential. 
The president even said 
this. He said that when 
women succeed, America 
succeeds, and I think I 
would go even further to 
say when the least visible 
women in our economy 
are able to succeed, then 
we will know that we’ve 
fully achieved real eco-
nomic opportunity in 
this country. I do believe 
that when you look at the 
world through the eyes of 
women, you see both the 
challenges and the prob-
lems more completely, 
and you also see the solu-
tions more clearly. That’s 
why I’ve continued to 
do work with women, 
and have really tried to 
develop the leadership 
of women, particularly 

women of color to lead in 
this country. 

What motivated you 
to center your work 
around the rights of do-
mestic workers?

It’s similar, I think, 
looking at the realities 
for women. It’s because 
domestic work is his-
torically associated with 
women’s work – and par-
ticularly women of color 
– as a form of paid work. 
I think that it’s been so 
devalued and underval-
ued. It’s the kind of work 
that’s not even consid-
ered real work. It’s called 
“help” and “companion-
ship” and so whether 
you’re doing it as a fam-
ily member, unpaid, or 
you’re doing it as a pro-
fessional, it’s just been 
made so invisible in our 
economy, and yet it’s such 
an important part of how 
our economy functions. 
I often ask people what 
it would be like if all the 
nannies and housekeep-
ers and healthcare work-
ers decided not to go to 
work one day, and there-
in is the reality that we’re 
all so dependent on this 
work. It’s the work that 
makes all of the work pos-
sible, and yet has been so 
devalued, and I think that 
that’s a huge and invis-
ible part of transforming 
inequality in this country, 
and to make sure that it’s 
valued. It’s one of these 
examples that if you look 
at the world through the 
eyes of women, you see 
these different leverage 
points for creating equity 
and opportunity that you 
might not see otherwise.

What duties does 
your work as a labor or-
ganizer and a director 
entail? 

It means that I run an 
organization that advo-
cates for the domestic 
workforce and caregiv-
ers. I help develop strat-

egies that change policy, 
change culture, change 
the protections as a qual-
ity of these jobs, and a lot 
of that, on a day to day 
level, means recruiting 
people, raising aware-
ness, and raising funds to 
support the work.

What do you consid-
er your greatest accom-
plishment?

Creating a national 
organizational voice for 
[domestic workers] that 
has been underrepre-
sented and invisible for 
so long. 

What advice do you 
have for current Ando-
ver students who may 
be considering careers 
in political advocacy 
and social justice?

I would say, get in-
volved in a movement or 
an organization. Whether 
it’s on campus or in the 
community, and to work 
first at the grassroots 
level. A lot of people say 
all politics is local, and I 
would say to start where 
you consider yourself to 
be at home, and then to 
build from there and to 
just dive in. There’s no 
substitute for the prac-
tice and the learning that 
comes from doing. 

What’s in the future 
for you and your orga-
nization?

We really want to 
shape the safety net in 
such a way that young 
people today have both 
stability and flexibility, 
they have both oppor-
tunity and the ability to 
raise their families with 
lots of support, and re-
ally change the way this 
company thinks and feels 
about care in particular 
so that everyone has the 
ability to care for their 
loved ones and work and 
realize their dreams in all 
these different ways.
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Goodall Shares Her 
Experience As 

Researcher and Activist

their fear, and gradually 
I came to know them as 
distinct individuals look-
ing very different one 
from another. As the 
years passed, the under-
standing of chimpanzee 
behavior began to be eas-
ier. I can now look back 
55 years [and] we still 
have family research sta-
tion at Gombe, [and] we 
still have students work-
ing there – local Tanza-
nians, as well as those 
from overseas. And if I 
look back, the thing that 
is most striking is how 
[similar to] us they are,” 
said Goodall in her pre-
sentation. 

In addition to her 
fieldwork and activism, 
Goodall has authored 
more than 20 books and 
has received over 70 
awards for her research 
on primates. She has 
served on the board of 
the Nonhuman Rights 
Project since its founda-
tion in 1996 and is cur-
rently an ambassador for 
Disneynature. 

As a philanthropist, 
Goodall is inspired by 
the research and activ-
ism conducted by new 
generations of scientists 
and environmentalists. 
Goodall hopes Andover 
students will realize the 
difference they can make 
in preserving the world 
we live in. 

“I think the most im-
portant message is that 
every single individual 
makes a difference every 
single day, and [for] you 
[to] start thinking about 
the consequences of 
what you buy, what you 
eat, what you wear, how 
you interact with people 
or the environment or 
animals. [It] may seem to 
you that, ‘It’s just me so 
it won’t make any differ-
ence,’ but in our Roots & 
Shoots program and oth-
er youth programs of a 
similar nature… you find 
that if everybody starts 
making ethical choices, 
you start leaning towards 
the kind of world that we 
hope to create or to re-
store,” said Goodall in an 
interview with The Phil-
lipian.

A.MACAYA/THEPHILLIPIAN

Jane Goodall brought Cow on stage to demonstrate the 
effects of methane on the Ozone layer. 

Activist Ai-Jen Poo ’92 Reflects
On Motivation and Accomplishments

Cont. from A1, Col. 2 Cont. from A1, Col. 6
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Created by Ryan Brigden ’15, Managing Editor for The Phillipian, Vol. CXXXVII, the Cross Campus section is a collaboration between student journalists from The 
Phillipian and student journalists working for “Thesis,” Lawrence High School’s publication. Consisting of articles written by students from both schools, the section 
explores the similarities and differences between the two campuses and tackles issues of race, class, gender, and sexuality. Cross Campus is currently run by Sewon 

Park ’17 and Annie Lee ’17, and Lawrence High School students Trey Cruz ’16 and Brenda Prado ’16..

CROSS CAMPUS

A DAY IN THE LIFE
For one week, editors of The Phillipian exchanged text messages, videos, audio recordings and photos with student journalists from Lawrence High 
School’s “Thesis.” The following is a collection of social media interactions from students at Lawrence High School that attempt to share a typical 
school day.

Nairobi, Brenda and Mel are current students at Lawrence High School. They corresponded with Chaya Holch ’17, Roshan Benefo ’16, and Sewon 
Park ’17 respectively. All L.H.S. campus photos were taken by Annie Lee ’17. 

j.wolfe/the phillipian

courtesy of s.longo
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Not many [people] 
get into good 

colleges, so we’ve 
got to be happy 

when someone does.  
Brenda Prado ’16

Students... are 
hardwired to just sit 
and listen to lectures 

- not to be critical, not 
to be curious. 

Sondra Longo, 
English teacher

The [state exams] are 
the basis for pretty 

much everything we 
study and learn at 

school. 
Trey Cruz ’16

The Toddler Center at 
Lawrence High School 
(L.H.S.) is not a daycare 

for the children of faculty 
members. Located in Lawrence, 
Mass. – a town with a teenage 
pregnancy rate of 56.9 per 1,000 

women, the second highest in 
the state – L.H.S. incorporates 
an in-school daycare center 
to support the children of the 
school’s female students. 

But Trey Cruz ’16 walked past 
the in-school center as if it were 
just another classroom. 

“In most [of our buildings], 
on the first floor there’s a baby 
day care,” said Cruz, a student at 
L.H.S. who’s lived in Lawrence 
for all his life. “They’re pretty 
fairly populated… There are 
stigmas, of course, but it’s not 
super strong because there are 
a number of people [who use 
the services]. Once we know, 
we don’t really care anymore. It 
happens.” 

Alongside Cruz, Brenda Prado 
’16, a four-year senior, motioned 
toward a large purple banner 
with the words “Humanities 
and Leadership Development” 
printed in block letters. H.L.D. 
is one of the many “academies” 
at L.H.S., akin to colleges within 
a university, which separate 
incoming freshmen into 
specialized fields of study for 
their high school careers. L.H.S.’s 
3,200 students are divided into 
eight academies, with fields 
ranging from mathematics, 

science, and technology to 
performing and fine arts.

Though each academy is 
designed to prepare students 
for specific occupations and 
majors, students often find that 
the academies are fairly similar, 
and the system is merely a way 
of organizing the vast number of 
enrolled students.

“They had a good idea with 
the different schools, but they 
just didn’t go through with it,” 
said Prado. “It creates smaller 
communities… but it doesn’t 
open up much opportunity 
to really explore the specific 
fields. The system’s still kind of 
arbitrary.”

As she walked through the 
doors, Prado passed by a large 
cutout tree with notes written 
on pieces of paper shaped to 
resemble leaves.

“That’s our college acceptance 
board,” Prado explained. “You 
post where you’ve been accepted. 
Everyone’s happy for each other. 
Most colleges aren’t amazing… 
there are a lot of community 
colleges. Not many [people] 
get into good colleges, so we’ve 
got to be happy when someone 
does. We congratulate people by 
name.”

Nearby, rejection letters from 
colleges hung on a board. A 
handful of students had created 
the board earlier in the year 
to promote empathy and build 
community morale for those 
who had been rejected from 
their top choice universities. 

Unlike many high schools 
in the nation, L.H.S. students 

openly share their admissions 
information because it is rare 
for the majority of students to 
move on to top universities. In 
Lawrence, 67 percent of students 
received high school diplomas in 
2015 – an improvement from the 
previously recorded 52 percent 
graduation rate in 2011. Each 
college counselor is assigned 
to a single academy and takes 
responsibility for the entire class 
of roughly 140 students.

In the academic sphere, 
students at L.H.S. also struggle 
to pass the state exams, 
reflecting the town’s ranking in 
the bottom 1 percent in the state 
based on math and english test 
scores. One bulletin board at one 
of the academies announced the 
school’s goal to have an average 
G.P.A. of 2.75. The student 
G.P.A.s in reality ranged from 
1.14 to 2.31. 

Because of the pressures of 
state exams, L.H.S. students 
are also often hindered from 
exploring intellectual curiosity 
and must focus on passing the 
standardized tests, said Cruz.

“[The students here] are 
hardwired to just sit and listen 
to lectures – not be critical, not 
be curious,” said Sondra Longo, 
English teacher and advisor 
to “Thesis.” “[The school is] 
terrified of failing the state 
exams, so we just drill them in 
math and english all day long. 
They took away art, music; they 
took away all electives.” 

Prado and Cruz met with 
students coming out from the 
school cafeteria. Located beneath 
the basketball gym and in the 
heart of the campus, the large 

dining center serves students 
from all eight academies. Meals 
at the cafeteria range in price 
from about one to two dollars, 
but most students prefer to bring 
their own lunches or eat off 
campus. 

“Some students who are 
eligible for paid lunch don’t 
have to pay for lunch,” said 
Prado. “Being eligible for paid 
lunch depends on your parent’s 

income, but either way the most 
I’ve seen someone pay is a dollar 
and twenty five cents. Today, we 
had grilled cheese sandwiches 
– barely – with milk. The 
grilled cheese sandwiches were 

obviously cold, so the cheese 
was soggy… I didn’t eat it,” Prado 
added. 

In the school gymnasium, a 
group of students took down 
the nets from a recent volleyball 
game as Cruz and Prado 
explained that the gym serves as 
both a practice space for school 
teams, and the venue for the 
school’s physical education class.

“The P.E. curriculum is [ just] 
standing in place. We have more 
than one class in here, and so as 
long as you’re doing something, 
you’re fine,” said Prado. “And 
there’s definitely no sexual 
health or wellness curriculum. 
I don’t even know if P.E. is 
required.” 

Despite any dissatisfactions 
with their school, L.H.S. 
students, like Prado, are diligent 
in their work, passionate, and 
engaged in their community, 

“It’s cool to be smart here. 
People work hard,” said Prado. “I 
love my teachers in my academy. 
We just come from such different 
backgrounds from [Andover 
students]. We’re your neighbors 
– we live right next to you – but 
it’s really a different world out 
here.”

LAWRENCE HIGH SCHOOL
A TOUR OF

ANDOVER
A TOUR OF

Since its grand opening in 
December, Andover’s new 
medical and psychological 

center, the Rebecca M. Sykes 
Wellness Center acts as the 
primary medical facility for all 

Andover students. The Center 
plays a major role in ensuring 
the safety of Andover students, 
as most students are on campus 
at all hours of the day. 

Sewon Park ’17 said that 
students use the Wellness 
Center often since it not 
only places an emphasis on 

physical wellness, but also 
on mental health as well. She 
said that it demonstrated 
the administration’s care for 
students’ mental health.

Andover has a host of 
extracurriculars available for 
everyone to get involved in. 
Unlike many high schools 
in the country, most clubs at 
Andover are primarily student-
run. Faculty advisors support 
the initiatives and meetings the 
clubs plan to hold. 

Sports at Andover strongly 
reflect the school pride. With 
a variety of sports offered 
each term, all varsity-level 
sports teams compete with the 
school’s long-time rival Exeter 
at the end of every term.

Andover classrooms are 
very small: classrooms range 
from about twenty students 
to as little as five students. 
These small classrooms 
allow teachers to focus more 
on individual students than 
on keeping a large group of 

students on track. 
While L.H.S. is one large 

building and all of the facilities 
are fairly close together, Andover 
is spread across a larger piece of 
land.

In between all of the homework 
and studying, Andover students 
find many means of creative 

expression. There are halls of 
photographs, ceramics, and 
projected art pieces throughout 
academic buildings.

Sewon Park

Trey Cruz

Sewon Park is a Commentary 
Editor for The Phillipian, Vol. 
CXXXIX. 

Trey Cruz is a four-year Senior 
attending Lawrence High School  
in Lawrence, Mass. 

Unlike many high 
schools in the country, 

most clubs at Andover are 
student-run...

... small classrooms allow 
teachers to focus more 
on individual students 

than on keeping a large 
group of students on 

track.

It’s cool to be 
smart here. People 
work hard. I love 
my teachers in my 

academy. 
Brenda Prado ’16

l.hamann/the phillipian
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10. “You can wear 
whatever you want.”

9. “There are 
absolutely no tunnels 

under the school.”
 

8. “We want you to be 
well.”

7. “All Juniors sleep at 
11 p.m.”

6. “Paresky Commons 
food is better than your 

mother’s!”

5. “John Wu and Emma 
Kelley have a platonic 

relationship.”

4. “Each class has 
a maximum of 45 

minutes of homework 
each night.”

3. “Classrooms are 
environments in 

which students may 
comfortably express 

their opinions without 
judgement.”

2. “Frozen yogurt 
machine will be fixed 

by Friday.”

1. “Features isn’t funny.”

Lies Andover Tells You

F E A T U R E S  P R E S E N T S

TOP TEN
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EXCLUSIVE: Trump Loses Self in Hair

As the Andover com-
munity knows all too 
well, without good hair, a 
person’s opinion is inval-
id. After his latest hair-
cut, which went horribly 
wrong, Donald Trump 
took refuge within the 
Trump Towers, where 
The Phillipian tracked him 
down for an interview.

“I was simply combing 
his hair(piece) over, as a 
finishing touch to his pa-
per-thin highlights, when 
the gorgeous blonde locks 
got caught in the brush! 
One thing led to another, 
and let’s just say he will 
not be winning the nomi-
nation anytime soon,” said 
Whitey Bulger, the latest 
of Trump’s 189 hair con-
sultants.

Trump agreed to par-
take in an interview from 
outside his gold-plated 
presidential suite, wearing 
a bag over his head in utter 
shame. We could not see 
his orange face; we could 
only hear words exit his 
awkwardly-pursed lips. 

He described how not be-
ing able to maintain a nice 
set of locks made him un-
fit for the candidacy, and 
that he would be announc-
ing his withdrawal on 
Tuesday, right before the 
Democratic debate. When 
asked who he blamed 
for this hair misfortune, 

Trump said he didn’t 
blame Whitey Bulger. 

“No, not my bud Whit-
ey. I blame women. If La-
rissa hadn’t quit, after 
Janet quit, after Lisa quit, 
after Monica quit, Whitey 
Bulgar would have never 
seen the ‘HELP WANT-
ED’ sign in prison,” shout-

ed Trump. “It’s the fault 
of whoever suggested that 
women could undertake 
the crucial job of cutting a 
man’s hair... Damn social-
ists!” 

Trump is “rattled” 
and “viscerally upset” by 
this hairy situation he’s 
in. He explained how the 

worst part of this disas-
ter is that he is only aid-
ing Hillary Clinton in her 
campaign by dropping out 
of the election and there-
by promoting not only fe-
male empowerment, but 
also the idea that having 
a “rat’s nest” for hair is 
acceptable in the White 

House.  Dreadful.
As the interview con-

tinued, we began to see 
splotches of tears appear-
ing on the bag that re-
mained over his face. Poor 
Donny. 

Trump followed these 
statements with muffled 
sniffles, saying that his 
hair has always been his 
outlet to relieve stress. Ri-
ots at his debates? Time to 
texturize. Death threats? 
Try out some dimensional 
coloring. Trump’s with-
drawal from the race for 
the most important po-
sition in the world, will 
be absolutely shocking at 
first. Once the justification 
for his actions is revealed, 
however, supporters will 
surely comprehend why 
this was just not the right 
time to “Make America 
Great Again.”

We predict that after 
Donald drops out, he will 
begin a non-profit for all 
those who have been in-
flicted with bad haircuts. 
He might even offer his 
services to Bernie and Hil-
lary, who surely need all 
the hair help they can get. 

Clinton Starts Believing Own Lies

Hopeful democratic 
nominee Hillary Clinton 
was unable to calm her-
self last Tuesday night af-
ter delivering a speech in 
which she actually thought 
she told the truth. In her 
speech, which was an at-
tempt at being “hip” for 
today’s youth, she talk-
ed about how she was “in 
with all of the cool cats, out 
there fighting against ‘the 
man’ and ‘the patriarchy.’ ” 

In response to chants 
from the crowd, she then 
addressed her email scan-
dal, stating, “I swear to the 
American people: I only 
use my computer to find 
love – I mean email my 

book club and write ‘Twi-
light’ fan-fiction.” 

She came off stage 
shaken and, for several 
minutes, the only thing she 
could say was, “Is my life a 
lie? What is true? What is 
false?” 

When asked for a com-
ment afterwards, Clinton, 
while sweating through 
her pantsuit, said “Christ 
Almighty! I can’t believe 
I genuinely thought I was 
telling the truth. I mean 
I hate today’s youth, with 
their Nintendos and safe 
spaces.”

After a few moments 
she collected herself and 
continued, “My 15-year-old 
assistant Trevor manages 
all of my emails, and other 
personal, digital informa-

tion. I don’t even have any 
friends to email; my ad-
dress book just has Bernie’s 
fan-mail account.” Hillary 
then stopped, began to 
twitch, and emitted a gray 
plume of smoke from her 
right ear. “Golly, I’m pretty 
sure at some point I even 
thought I could feel emo-
tions, like I was a human 
with a heart and every-
thing,” she said.

A source close to Clin-
ton shared his concern, 
saying, “Our country real-
ly needs someone who can 
keep their lies straight in 
order to lead. I think Hil-
lary’s programming is just 
getting sloppy.” 

President Bill Clinton 
said, “Listen, take it from 
a pro: Keeping track of 

what’s the truth and what’s 
not technically perjury 
gets pretty difficult when 
the stakes are this high.” 

When asked about what 
she would do moving for-
ward, Clinton responded, 
“I don’t know, maybe I just 
need a good scandal, some-
thing to really get my head 
back in the game. I might 
just get in contact with Ms. 
Lewinsky. After all – it did 
work for Bill.”

ADVERTISEMENT

“If I only had a brain.”
MEE.SORI/THE PHILLIPIAN
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Girls Bounce Back From Loss to Topple Exeter

After receiving a quick pass from 
Co-Captain Alexa Rodriguez-Paga-
no ’16, Morgan Rooney ’17 slammed 
the ball into the bottom right cor-
ner of the net to send Andover Girls 
Water Polo’s match against Loomis 
Chaffee into overtime. The game 
would ultimately end in a 9-6 loss, 
but  Andover recovered just over an 
hour later with a lopsided 16-7 vic-
tory over Williston Northampton 
on Saturday.

Andover’s success in its game 
against Williston began with its 
strong defensive line. Andover 
effectively utilized a heavy press 
defense to diminish its opponent’s 
shooting opportunities. Due to the 
team’s massive lead over Williston, 
every Andover player was able to 
participate in the game.

 Sarah Al-Mayahi ’17 wrote in an 
email to The Phillipian, “When we 
[faced] Williston, we were as deter-
mined as ever to come home with 
a win. In the first 20 seconds, we 
got our first goal, and from there 
we were in control the majority of 
the time. Every one of our bench 
players got to play in the Willis-
ton game, which was amazing be-
cause it showed that we have a lot 
of depth this year. We are all super 
excited and stoked to continue this 
season with determination and te-
nacity.”

In the match against Loomis, An-
dover played well offensively and 
utilized effective shooting to bring 

the game into overtime. In the 
extra period, Andover stumbled 
defensively and allowed for three 
consecutive Loomis goals.

 “We started our game against 
Loomis very strong, and I am very 
proud of our team for holding 
down defense. Along with some 
great shots from our starting line, 
we had some downfall when it 
came to blocking shots, but we 
kept our spirits up and powered 
through,” wrote Rodriguez-Pagano 
in an email to The Phillipian.

Despite the loss to Loomis, An-
dover maintained its positivity 
throughout the tournament.

“Although we lost our game 
against Loomis, we played strong 
with lots of intensity. Loomis is one 
of the best teams in our league, so it 
was great that we came so close to 
beating them. We will be ready to 
face them again later in the season,” 
said Jess Gearan ’18.

Head Coach Dan O’Shea wrote 
in an email to The Phillipian, “We 

came out very strong in the Loomis 
match and right from quarter one 
showed that we could go toe-to-
toe with one of the best teams in 
the league. I think all the pieces are 
there for us to have a very success-
ful season. The team looks physi-
cally strong, and we have quite a bit 
of depth on the bench that we can 
utilize. I think as the girls become 
more comfortable playing together 
we are going to become a very dan-
gerous team.”

Andover faced Phillips Ex-
eter Academy on Wednesday and 
claimed a close 8-6 victory to im-
prove its record to 2-1. The team 
focused on increasing shooting 
opportunities, as well as on staying 
in a man-up formation to move the 
ball quickly. Defensively, the team 
worked to create a heavy press to 
limit Exeter’s shooting.

 “We played super aggressively 
and had a very hard press on de-
fense. We kept the ball moving on 
offense and had a ton of great shots. 

Alexa assisted a bunch of shots, 
which was a really big help,” said 
Gearan.

Looking ahead to the rest of 
the season, Andover will focus on 
working more cohesively as a team.

 “In terms of things we need to 
work on, there were lots of over-
looked opportunities which we 
have to recognize in coming games. 
We need to be more aware in the 
pool, but a lot of that just comes 
with time and practicing together. 
Our energy was great; we have so 
much potential in our team, and 
I can’t wait to see all that we can 
achieve this season,” said Co-Cap-
tain Sasha Newton ’16.

Andover will look to extend its 
winning streak to three games in 
a rematch against Williston this 
coming Saturday. 

Editor’s Note: Sarah Al-Mayahi is 
an Illustration Editor for The Phil-
lipian.

Co-Captain Sasha Newton ’16 scored the winning goal in Andover’s 8-6 win over Exeter. 
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BOYSTENNIS

Boys Drop Tight Match

First seed Brian Niguidu-
la ’17 slammed an overhead 
above the outstretched rack-
et of his opponent to secure 
a point in his eventual 6-1, 
6-3 victory. Despite Niguid-
ula’s win, Andover fell short 
in its game against Taft on 
Sunday, which ended in a 
4-3 loss and brought Ando-
ver’s record to 0-2.

Crippled by illness and 
injury, Andover Boys Tennis 
struggled in the doubles por-
tion of its matchup against 
Taft. Newcomers Louis Aar-
on ’18 and Buzzy Barrow ’18 
substituted in for Andover’s 
matchup with Taft because 
both Jonathan Jow ’16 and 
Chase Denholm ’18 were 
out.

Although first seed dou-
bles – with Captain Chris 
Kralik ’16 and Anupreeth 
Coramutla ’17 at the helm – 
won, both second and third 
doubles lost. The two losses 
resulted in Taft winning the 
doubles point.

Kralik said, “I think it 
would have been really good 
for us to win the doubles 
point, which we didn’t real-
ly do. The way the doubles 
point works is that the team 
that wins two out of the 
three matches takes all the 
points and we only lost by 
one point, so it would have 
definitely been good to have 
won the doubles matches.”

Andover’s team fared bet-
ter in the singles matches. 
Niguidula, Coramutla, and 
Kralik – first, second, and 

third seeds respectively – 
came out firing, each secur-
ing a point for Andover with 
their singles matches.

Coramutla’s singles match 
featured his fantastic net 
game. Coramutla overcame 
his opponent using over-
head shots, volleys, and stra-
tegic slices. He outlasted his 
opponent in both sets and 
went on to win his match 
6-3, 6-3.

In the second singles 
match, Kralik and his oppo-
nent looked evenly matched 
throughout each point. 
Eventually, Kralik settled 
into a rhythm and attacked 
the other player, resulting in 
a 7-5, 6-3 win. 

Aaron and Barrow played 
fifth and sixth seed singles, 
respectively. Although both 
players kept their matches 
competitive, both eventually 
lost. 

Returner Tyler Shen ’17 

won his first set 7-5, before 
losing two consecutive sets 
6-1, 6-1.

All these matches culmi-
nated in a 4-3 loss for Ando-
ver overall.

Kralik said, “We haven’t 
had a lot of practice because 
of the weather and we need 
to be more confident. I felt 
more confident on Sunday 
and I won my match. If our 
players gained confidence 
on the court we would be a 
very hard team to beat.”

“This match was a great 
learning experience for us,” 
Coramutla said, “We showed 
great team support and we 
will definitely use the mo-
tivation of the loss towards 
our next match against Mid-
dlesex.”

Andover looks to break 
their losing streak and se-
cure a win against Middle-
sex on Friday.

GOLF

Andover Triumphs Over 
Tabor on The Road

After striking her first two 
shots well on the first hole, 
a par five, Alexa Tsay ’17 po-
sitioned herself close to the 
green for a 20-yard chip that 
hopped into the hole. Her 
eagle earned her a victory on 
the hole and set the tone for 
Andover Golf’s comfortable 
9-3 victory over Tabor on 
Saturday.

After her strong start, Tsay 
went on to gain a lead of six-
up through nine holes. She 
and her partner, Co-Captain 
Pranav Tadikonda ’16, both 
won their matches 6&5 at 
the number one and two 
spots, respectively. 

Tsay said, “Getting an 
early lead on my opponent 
was really helpful because it 
relieved the pressure going 
into the back nine. This was 
especially important because 
by the time we started the 
back nine, the temperature 
had dropped considerably 
and wind was starting to 
pick up, so it was harder to 
play well.”

Ryan Simard ’16 said, “As 
for the weather, the wind 
didn’t really play an effect 
until about the tenth hole. 
At that point the wind really 
started to pick up, and then it 
got pretty hard to place some 
shots.”

The match took place on 
Tabor’s home course, the 
challenging and demanding 

Kittansett Club, which was 
ranked among the top 100 
golf courses in the United 
States by Golf Digest. The 
stunning oceanside course in 
Marion, Mass., featured stiff 
winds, fast greens, and tight 
fairways that caused some 
difficulties for both teams.

Tsay said, “I took a con-
servative approach to my 
putts because the greens 
were really fast compared to 
what we’re used to, and this 
definitely helped me win 
my match, because even the 
players on the Tabor team 
who practice at Kittansett 
were blowing some of their 
putts past the hole.”

 Despite the unfavorable 
conditions and difficulty of 
the course, the entire team 
succeeded, winning all but 
one of its best ball matches. 
The overall victory includ-
ed individual wins from 
Post-Graduate Billy Stahley 
’16 and John Witt ’18, two 
newcomers to the team.

Witt dominated his first 
career match for Andover, 
playing with consistency and 
defeating his opponent 6&5. 

Andover also squared 
off against Phillips Exeter 
Academy and Governor’s 
on Wednesday, in the first 
leg of competition for the 

Lovell and Witherspoon 
Cups. The team was not at its 
best against steep competi-
tion, losing 5-2 in match play 
against Exeter, which had 
three players shooting under 
80. Co-Captain Peter Hahn 
’16 and Witt were the lone 
bright spots for Andover, as 
they both pulled out individ-
ual match-play victories.

Tadikonda also performed 
well, but he played against an 
opponent who drilled four 
birdies in the opening holes. 
Despite falling behind ear-
ly, Tadikonda stuck with his 
experienced opponent and 
was able to force the match 
to sixteen holes before los-
ing. Tadikonda, however, 
hopes for improvement and 
looks forward to the next tri-
match.

Hahn said, “The Exeter 
loss was a tough result to 
swallow because we know 
we could have played better. 
Having said that, I know that 
we’ll be a better team by the 
time we next see them, and it 
could be a different ending.”

Andover hopes to bounce 
back against Holderness this 
Wednesday.

Editor’s Note: Alexa Tsay is 
the Executive Editor for The 
Phillipian.Captain Chris Kralik ’16 won his match 2-0.
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Co-Captain Peter Hahn ’16 won his match against Exeter.
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Meet the Softball Team

A two-time Big East 
Tournament Champion 
and a four-year member 
of Andover Girls Soft-
ball, Co-Captain Victoria 
Bergeron ’16 will look to 
lead her team to a second 
consecutive undefeated 
season. 

Bergeron is a big advo-
cate for an inclusive team 
dynamic. She has made 
it one of her main goals 
to keep the team’s mo-
rale high and ensure that 
all teammates feel a part 
of the group. Her efforts 
have not gone unnoticed 
by the coaching staff. 

In an email to The Phil-
lipian, Head Coach Peter 
Drench wrote, “She has 
become more aware of 
the varied personalities 
that make up a team, and 
the challenges of lead-
ing teammates who may 
be very different from 
each other in age, abili-
ty, confidence and ways 
of communicating. Being 
an effective team captain 
and not just a figurehead 
is more challenging than 

most people realize. Vic-
toria cares deeply about 
being a genuine leader 
and she has worked hard 
to develop the skills that 
will help her reach that 
goal.”

Her teammates are also 
well aware of the work 
she has put in to make the 
team one unit. 

Sarah Carmichael ’18 
said, “She’s great with 
communication both on 
and off the field, and is 
willing to go out of her 
way to help a teammate. 
Victoria is very outgoing 
and is welcoming to all 
the new players. I think 
her personality and lead-
ership skills draw people 
to her, and it helps new 
players feel more com-
fortable.”

Fellow Co-Captain 
Kristina Haghdan ’17 
said, “She makes sure that 
there aren’t any barriers 
among the team. She also 
makes sure that everyone 
on the roster knows that 
they are vital to the team. 
We complement each oth-
er by approaching differ-
ent roles to keep the team 
motivated and cohesive.”

“She brings enthusiasm 

on the bench and on the 
field. She always lifts the 
mood to have fun, while 
playing competitively,” 
continued Haghdan. 

With this softball sea-
son being the last of her 
Andover career, Bergeron 
only wants the best for 
her team. 

“I think that if every-
one gives one hundred 
percent in every game, we 
will finish the season as 
a winning team. I think 
we have all the talent and 
the potential to be a very 
successful team this sea-
son. It’s just going to be 
a matter of putting that 
all together, and every-
one working and playing 
hard every inning,” said 
Bergeron. 

Nonetheless, Bergeron 
also has some personal 
goals that she desires to 
achieve before her time 
on the team comes to an 
end. 

Bergeron said, “I’m try-
ing to get the most out of 
this season in terms of 
having a good time with 
my teammates, and also, 
finish strong with my own 
performance.” 

Co- Captain Victoria Bergeron ’16 is a four-year varsity player.
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Returning from a perfect 
season and a Big East Cham-
pionship in 2015, Head 
Coach Peter Drench is back 
for his 28th year with Ando-
ver Softball. 

Coach Drench’s many 
years of experience help 

him create a culture of re-
spect on the team and close-
ness between players. 

“The dedication and heart 
that Mr. Drench puts forth 
for our team is unmatched 
by any coach I’ve ever played 
for. I admire him a lot. I am 
motivated to play hard in 
every game and practice, [in 
order] to make him proud 

and give back to him for ev-
erything that he has done 
for the team,” Co-Captain 
Victoria Bergeron ’16 wrote 
in an email to The Phillipian.

Co-Captain Kristina 
Haghdan ’17 said, “I think 
Coach Drench stands out 
because he has a really good 
understanding of what it is 
like to be a student-athlete. 
He trusts our judgment in 
priority level when it comes 
down to either softball or 
schoolwork. He also offers 
a lot of wisdom regarding 
life if someone on the team 
is troubled, both short term 
and long term.” 

Whether during an in-
tense game or a relaxed 
practice, Coach Drench 
knows how to maintain the 
team’s enthusiasm. 

Post-Graduate Erin Gallo 

’16 wrote in an email to The 
Phillipian, “Coach Drench 
is very optimistic. Despite 
several cases of injury and 
illness on the team, he has 
assured all of us that with 
focus, we can still have a 
successful season. His calm 
take on things really helps 
our mentality and makes us 
feel like we don’t have to be 
perfect, we just have to work 
hard and improve. This ap-
proach is what makes him a 
good leader and therefore, a 
good coach.”

Colby Bere ’18 said, 
“[Coach Drench] is really 
passionate about softball 
which gives him the drive 
to help us in any way he 
can. Personally, whenever I 
make a mistake in the field 
or [while I’m] hitting, it is 
hard for me to forget about 

it. [He] always reminds me 
to flush [these thoughts] out 
of my head and move on.”

Coach Drench encour-
ages his players to improve 
both as individuals and as 
teammates. 

“Coach Drench stands out 
from other coaches in that 
he not only emphasizes the 
importance of the team as a 
whole, but he also focuses 
on each of us individually. 
He makes it clear that each 
of us [has] our own role and 
we all know what we need 
to do as individuals in order 
to make the team better,” 
said Gallo.

Although Coach Drench 
possesses an exceptional 
reputation as a coach, he 
humbly credits a lot of his 
success to his players and 
assistant coaches. 

 Coach Drench said, “As-
sistant coaches Lindsay Ma-
roney and Bruce Bacon have 
done superb jobs in small-
group instruction during 
practices, and we’ve bene-
fited from occasional help 
provided by former player 
Sarah Onorato ’11 and for-
mer coach Doug Kuhlmann.

He continued, “We have 
an experienced group of se-
niors who understand their 
roles and reach out to help 
their younger teammates. 
The new additions have 
made an immediate impact 
on and off the field. Our re-
silience has already been se-
riously tested and this team 
looks capable of sticking to-
gether through the ups and 
downs that come with every 
season.”

 Head Coach Peter Drench has coached for 28 years.
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Since joining Andover 
Softball as a new Lower last 
season, Kristina Haghdan ’17 
has been a force to be reck-
oned with on the mound. 
Haghdan’s aptitude for the 
sport and her strong work 
ethic have contributed to the 
team’s chemistry and suc-
cess. Following her first sea-
son in an Andover uniform, 
she was elected Co-Captain 
by her teammates for her 
leadership and skill.

Colby Bere ’18 said, “Kris-
tina is the kind of leader 
that leads by example. She 
is one of our more experi-
enced players on the team 
and she definitely uses her 
knowledge to help the more 
inexperienced players on the 
team.”

“One of my favorite parts 
of being teammates with 
Kristina is that she always 
keeps the spirit up. If anyone 
gets out or doesn’t make a 
play, she will make sure that 
they flush the mistake to be 
ready the next time. Along 
with that, when someone 
gets a hit or makes a play 
in the field, whether she is 

pitching or not, Kristina will 
always cheer for them,” con-
tinued Bere.

Newcomer Jess Blumen-
thal ’19 said, “Since I am one 
of the youngest and more 
inexperienced players on 
the team, Kristina never hes-
itates to catch me up on the 
plays and help improve my 
technique. She’s a really tal-
ented player and I love being 
able to learn from her.”

Haghdan’s talent and fo-
cused mindset make her an 
important asset for the team.

Antonia Tammaro ’17 said, 
“She is always ready and ea-
ger to play and has so much 
passion for the game. She 
carries us on her back with 
her pitching and rarely gives 
up hits.”

Haghdan said, “I believe 
that my strength as a pitcher 
is my competitive approach 
towards the game. Pitching 
is a really intimate position 
on the field, since it’s only 
me against the batter, and I 
refuse to be beaten. If they 
do ultimately get a good hit I 
make sure that they don’t get 
the same opportunity during 
their next at bat.” 

Head Coach Peter Drench 
said, “Kristina’s greatest 
strengths as a pitcher are her 

athletic ability, intelligence 
and poise. She is a complete 
ballplayer: a skilled outfield-
er, a smart baserunner, a 
hitter possessing great bat 
control. Although she plays 
the most important position 
in softball, Kristina is a ‘team 
player,’ not a prima donna.”

Haghdan’s passion for 
softball began at a young age, 
when her parents suggested 
that she try out the sport.

Haghdan said, “When I 
was younger, I was actual-
ly an avid gymnast, but my 
parents got sick of lugging 
my sister and I to different 
practices all the time because 
she is also a softball player. 
So, one day they handed me 
a glove and told me to go play 
with her and her team.”

Haghdan hopes to contin-
ue to be a role model for all of 
her teammates.

Haghdan said,” I hope to 
set an example of patience. 
Softball is a sport that is 
heavily reliant on mechanics, 
and mechanics are extremely 
hard to master. I hope that as 
a Co-Captain, my teammates 
will feel my support and un-
derstand that it is okay to 
fail, because the process of 
improvement takes a ton of 
time.”

Co-Captain Kristina Haghdan ’17 joined the team last year as a new Lower.
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Striking out 11 players 
and only giving up four hits, 
Co-Captain and pitcher 
Kristina Haghdan ’17  led 
Andover Softball to a 12-4 
victory over Concord-Car-
lisle High School on Satur-
day.

Andover started its season 

strong by emerging victori-
ous in all three of its games 
this week. Along with the 
Saturday win against Con-
cord-Carlisle, the team tri-
umphed over Tilton 14-4 on 
Friday and beat Nobles 5-0 
on Wednesday. The team 
now holds a record of 3-0.

Against Concord-Carlisle, 
Andover had a sluggish start, 
and the score remained 
deadlocked at 0-0 through-
out the first three innings. 
However, the team’s offense 
exploded during the fourth 
and piled in ten runs.

Sarah Carmichael ’18 said, 
“We were really stuck of-
fensively in the first couple 
innings. We weren’t putting 
the ball into play, but we had 
one inning where we were 
just really strong. [Co-Cap-
tain Victoria Bergeron ’16], 

who is our lead-off batter, 
started us off with a really 
strong hit, and that inning 
we scored ten runs. So, I 
definitely think we are a 
team where once we get our 
momentum we can just keep 
going and really capitalize 
on the other team’s mistakes 
and errors.”

Andover’s offense thrived 
when the players fed off of 
each other’s successful bat-
ting.

Bergeron said, “It wasn’t 
until the fourth inning when 
we put runs on the board. At 
the huddle before we went 
up to bat, Kristina and I were 
like ‘Okay, this is the inning.’ 
So we said ‘bust ‘em up,’ and 
then we really did.”

“We opened up the game 
for ourselves and pulled 
ahead by quite a lot, just by 

one person getting on base, 
and then just building off 
each other,” Bergeron added.

The team’s dynamic of-
fense, coupled with its lock-
down defense, proved too 
much for Concord-Carlisle 
to handle and propelled An-
dover to its 12-4 win. This 
potent combination was also 
crucial in Andover’s 14-4 
victory over Tilton the day 
before.

Carmichael said, “We 
dominated offensively, and I 
definitely think our pitching 
was really strong during Fri-
day’s game. The other team 
had a hard time putting the 
ball into play.”

A strong start in the first 
inning provided Andover 
with momentum that car-
ried it throughout the rest of 
the game.

Haghdan said, “Hitting 
was definitely a major part 
of our win on Friday. We 
were able to start the first 
inning strong. Knowing that 
we had the ability to score 
first and get ahead really fu-
eled us to keep going. [We] 
kind of exploded after [that], 
and continued to rally up 
some runs.”

Bergeron said, “In Tilton 
we came out with a strong 
start, which gave us confi-
dence. Our defense was real-
ly sound so it was really our 
offense that took over. Our 
defense kept us in the game, 
but our offense I think is ul-
timately what really made us 
stand out that game.”

To cap off its week, An-
dover managed to shut out 
a skilled Nobles team 5-0. 
Haghdan played another 

strong game, racking up 14 
strikeouts.

Catcher Madi Bradford ’17 
said, “Kristina hit her spots, 
which made it hard for No-
bles to make contact, and 
when they did it resulted in 
easy outs for the infielders.”

Bergeron said, “On 
Wednesday, we played great 
defense behind Kristina, but 
she led the way with great 
pitching and really shut out 
Nobles in a big way. Offen-
sively, we had a little bit of 
trouble gaining momentum 
and stringing hits together, 
but we did get one run in the 
bottom of the first inning, 
and we were able to put 
some hits together when we 
needed to score more.”

Andover will take on Gov-
ernor’s Academy on Friday 
afternoon. 

SOFTBALL

Andover Cruises to Three Victories

JENNIFER LEEJACK LEGLER

ANDY KIM

ISABELLE BECKWITH
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VOLLEYBALL

Boys Suffer First
 Loss of Season

Jakob Beckwith ’17 
served 14 for 15 and 
notched an ace to lead 
Andover Boys Volleyball 
to a 3-0 victory over Wil-
braham & Monson on Sat-
urday. The team went on 
to suffer a 3-0 loss to Phil-
lips Exeter Academy on 
Wednesday, recording its 
first loss of the season and 
bringing its record to 3-1.

Against a fairly young 
Wilbraham team, Ando-
ver controlled the first 
two sets and won by large 
margins, with identical 
scores of 25-13. Andover 
then clinched the third 
set 25-18 to seal the win.

Head Coach Clyfe Beck-
with said, “We played a 
relatively inexperienced 
opponent, so the chal-
lenge was to be on our 

toes about unusual plays 
defensively and to play 
our own style offensively.”

Andover used this op-
portunity to allow some 
of its own inexperienced 
players to improve, and it 
came out of the game with 
greater depth in its lineup.

Co-Captain Austin 
Tuan ’17 said, “Wilbraham 
wasn’t that good of a team, 
so we took the opportuni-
ty to let as many people 
on our team play differ-
ent positions and try new 
combinations. Through 
our play, we really showed 
that our team is able to 
come together no matter 
who is on the court.” 

Coach Beckwith said, 
“In the end, [we managed] 
to get every eligible player 
in, if just for a few points. 
[It was] a team effort.” 

On Wednesday against 
Exeter, Andover battled 
through three tough sets, 
falling by margins of 25-17, 
25-18, and 25-23.

One of Andover’s key 
players was Co-Captain 
Evan Park ’18, who helped 
spark Andover’s offense 
as setter.

Tuan said, “Evan did a 

really good job setting our 
passes and distributed the 
ball really nicely among 
our hitters, both front-
row and back-row.”

Exeter was able to ex-
pose some of Andover’s 
flaws that other teams 
were not able to. 

Vicente Riquelme ’18 
said, “In the first set, we 
struggled with making 
blocks. [Exeter] spiked 
the ball easily into plac-
es we were not in. In the 
first set, we only had two 
or three blocks, which is 
something we need to im-
prove on in the future. We 
hadn’t seen a team with 
this much offensive capa-
bility before.” 

Noah Wintman ’16 said, 
“It was a tough loss, and 
the first time this season 
that we faced a real chal-
lenge. However, I’m proud 
of how everyone played. 
We came together as a 
team and played through 
adversity with grit, which 
is all you can ask for.”

Andover looks to come 
back with a win against 
Northfield Mount Her-
mon this Saturday.

 

GIRLSLACROSSE

Girls Drop Two 
Lopsided Losses

Heading into the second 
half with the game tied 
4-4 against Deerfield, Sar-
ah Rigazio ’18 fired a shot 
into the back of the net, 
scoring her first goal of the 
season and gaining the lead 
for Andover Girls Lacrosse. 
Despite Andover’s efforts 
to capitalize on Rigazio’s 
goal, the team ultimately 
lost 5-14. Last Friday, the 
team suffered a 18-0 loss to 
Nobles and Greenough. The 
two games brought Ando-
ver’s overall record to 0-2.

In the first half against 
Deerfield, midfielder 
Brooke Keough ’19 scored 
two goals, while Co-Cap-
tain Claire Kister ’16 and 
midfielder Beth Krikorian 
’17 each scored one goal.

Andover’s inability to 

control ground balls and 
force turnovers prevent-
ed it from capitalizing on 
the team’s first half perfor-
mance.

Rigazio said, “I think 
there are a lot of different 
things we need to work on, 
some being skill related and 
others being mental. We 
definitely need to win more 
battles off the draw, and 
pick the right time to shoot. 
A couple of times today we 
tried to force shots when a 
better option would’ve been 
to just maintain possession. 
Mentally, we need to just 
keep up the intensity and 
have full confidence for two 
whole halves.”

Earlier in the week, No-
bles challenged Andover, 
testing the team’s agility 
and eventually topping An-
dover 18-0.

Midfielder Ashley Tucker 
’18 said, “Even though No-
bles was a really good team, 
I don’t think that we start-
ed out playing the way we 
wanted to in our first game. 
The effort was there, but 
we weren’t playing smart. 
As the score continued to 
go up, I think this got worse 
as we became increasingly 

frantic, which led to turn-
overs in transition and in 
the offensive end, as well as 
chaos in the defensive end.”

 In an email to The Phil-
lipian, midfielder Ananda 
Kao ’18 wrote, “We came 
out strong, with our de-
fense playing really well 
throughout the beginning 
of the game. Ultimately, 
we struggled with picking 
up their cutters, especial-
ly inside the eight-meter 
fan, which gave them many 
quick goals.”

Looking forward, the 
team will continue to work 
on refining its strategies and 
improving its technique.

Tucker said, “It’s still ear-
ly in the season, so we have 
a lot of room for growth. 
Specifically, we have been 
working on a few plays once 
we get the ball settled on of-
fense. Hopefully, with con-
tinued practice those things 
will help us out a lot. We 
also need to work on our 
draw controls and ground 
balls since we didn’t get 
very many versus Nobles.”

Andover hopes to convert 
its hard work during prac-
tices into a win on the field 
this Friday against Pingree.

JENNIFER LEE
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BOYSLACROSSE 

Boys Improve Season With 
Blowout Win Over NMH

Darting up the field, 
Nick Bevacqua ’19 dodged 
past a defender, leaving the 
Northfield Mount Hermon 
(NMH) player splayed on 
the ground, and ripped a 
shot past the goalie to lead 
the team to a 16-1 victory this 
Wednesday.

Andover’s win was pre-
ceded by a 12-5 loss against 
New Hampton this previous 
Saturday. The team’s record 
now stands at 2-3. Coming 
off a loss against New Hamp-
ton, Andover was looking for 
a chance at redemption.

In the game against NMH, 
Bevacqua said, “Today we all 
had a chip on our shoulder 
from being embarrassed on 
our home field last Satur-
day. There was no messing 
around before the game 
and we came out strong and 
ready to go.”

Post-Graduate (PG) Ben 
Anthony ’16 said, “Today we 
came out really excited to 
play and started the game 
with a lot of energy. We fo-

cused on keeping that ener-
gy throughout the game and 
worked on staying focused 
with our fundamentals of 
passing and catching.”

In between its game 
against New Hampton and 
NMH, the team worked 
hard to make sure the result 
would be different.

Reed Findlay ’18 said, “We 
took time in practice to fo-
cus on the little things and 
get better and better every 
day. We definitely came out 
strong versus NMH but 
didn’t have the composure 
as an offensive unit that we 
would’ve liked.”

Co-Captain Nick Ellerton 
’16, a PG, said, “This week in 
practice we really focused 
on getting back to basics and 
cleaning up our fundamen-
tals on both sides of the ball. 
We cleaned up our offensive 
sets and passing. We focused 
a lot defensively on our play 
off-ball, and we did that 
well today as well. Our of-
fense played a strong game, 
but there’s always things 
to work on. We still have to 
work on perfecting our of-
fensive plays but today was a 
good confidence boost game 
and it was good to get a lot of 
different guys reps.”

In its game against New 
Hampton earlier this week, 
the team struggled to gain 
traction. After the first half, 
the team trailed 6-0. Despite 

this deficit, the team was 
able to rally and score 5 goals 
making the final score 12-5.

Findlay said, “As a team, 
we didn’t come out with as 
much intensity as we need-
ed to. The entire first half 
we didn’t settle on offense to 
get a good shot and we dug a 
hole for ourselves going into 
the second half.”

In an email to The Phil-
lipian, Head Coach Stephen 
Moreland said, “We were 
really flat and struggled in 
every aspect of our game. 
Zero intensity and very poor 
execution.”

The loss against North 
Hampton served as a wake 
up call, and the team is now 
working hard to improve its 
game.

Ellerton said, “This week 
we have a couple practices to 
keep working on our off ball 
defense and perfecting our 
offensive sets going into the 
long weekend looking ahead 
to our next game against 
Brewster.”

Bevacqua said, “We need 
to work on executing our 
plays better and playing 
more disciplined offense. A 
lot of it is a matter of passing 
and catching, but we have to 
be more proficient at our of-
fensive plays.”

The team hopes to contin-
ue its upward trajectory in 
a game against Brewster on 
Wednesday.

CYCLING 

Andover Performs 
Strongly in Girls A Race

Elizabeth Holubiak ’18, a 
newcomer to the Andover 
Cycling team, demonstrat-
ed impressive pacing and 
sharp instinct to clinch first 
place in the Girls C race at 
the Proctor Academy Circuit 
Race on Wednesday.

Co-Captain David Sham-
ritsky ’17 said, “She showed 
awesome, tactical knowl-
edge for a lower rider and 
knew exactly when to put in 
a pull on the front and when 
to sit in the pack and save 
her energy.” 

The racing course at the 
New Hampshire Motor 
Speedway was a 1.5 mile 
lap with few uphills, but 
it had straightaways that 
were dangerous in the cross-
winds. Andover’s cyclists 
maintained a steady balance 
through the strong winds, 
which lead to high-ranking 
results for a majority of the 
team. 

Shamritsky ’17 placed sec-
ond in Boys B after sprinting 
up the last hill and holding 
off the field until only a few 
feet before the line. One cy-
clist launched a sprint from 
behind Shamritsky and beat 
him by about approximately 
one foot. 

Leah Adelman ’17, who 
placed ninth in the Girls A 
race said, “He strategically 

stayed out of the wind by 
drafting other riders, which 
allowed him to have energy 
for the finish.”

For the past few years, An-
dover has had very few cy-
clists participate in the high-
ly competitive Girls A race. 
This year, however, Jessica 
Wang ’18, Co-Captain Meg 
Davis ’17, and Adelman all 
participated in the Girls A 
race.

The Girls A race started 
off rapidly for the first three 
laps, but Adelman and Wang 
managed to stay at the front 
pack for the whole race. 
Wang placed fifth overall. 
Co-Captain Meg Davis ’17 
was ill and not in racing con-
dition, yet she managed pull 
through to finish the race in 
fourteenth place.

Wang said, “It was my first 
Girls A race, and the dynam-

ic of the race was a lot more 
different. I was really happy 
about placing fifth, especial-
ly because it was my first 
time racing against faster, 
stronger cyclists.” 

Adelman said, “It was very 
exciting for us and we didn’t 
know what to expect. Some 
of the girls we were racing 
with have been in Girls A for 
three years already.” 

Shamritsky ’17 said, “Defi-
nitely looking forward to 
racing with this team for the 
rest of the season. The next 
race is an uphill time trial, so 
it is a very different skill set, 
but our performance today 
makes me very optimistic for 
the next race and the season 
beyond. Yeah, it was a great 
first race.”

Andover will take on the 
Killington Mountain School 
Hill Climb next week.

YUJI CHAN

Co-Captain David Shamritsky ’17 placed second.
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BASEBALL

Boys Notch Two Clean Sheets

With two outs in the top of the 
fifth inning, Andover Baseball 
sealed its 6-0 victory over Bridg-
ton when Post-Graduate (PG) right 
fielder Nick Latham ’16 snagged a 
high fly ball to prevent a Bridgton 
grand slam.

The team’s win on Saturday, 
along with its subsequent 2-0 
home win against Tabor, brought 
Andover’s record to 2-0 to start the 
season.

In Andover’s shutout against 
Bridgton, PG pitcher Matt Wesolo-

ski ’16 held Bridgton to just two hits 
in a five inning, three strikeout per-
formance. Robby Cerulle ’17 closed 
out the final two innings, getting 
two strikeouts and only allowing 
one hit while preserving Wesolos-
ki’s shutout.

Wesoloski said, “With the de-
fense we have behind us, any kind 
of out is good. Three strikeouts, but 
the guys behind me made every sin-
gle play, so it didn’t matter whether 
I struck them out or not, because I 
knew that the guys behind me were 
going to make the plays.”

With Wesoloski leading on the 
mound, Andover overall had a ter-
rific defensive showing. The defin-
ing play of the game came in the top 
of the fifth inning when Latham 
scaled the right field wall and pre-
vented a grand slam.

In addition to Andover’s fine de-
fensive showing, it also excelled in 
the batter’s box. Five of its six runs 
came during a rally in the bottom of 

the fifth, which was capped off by a 
two run doubles from Joe Simouri-
an ’18.

Joe Simourian said, “ We were 
all fired up from Latham robbing 
a grand slam, and we got the bases 
loaded with two outs. It was a 3-1 
count and he gave me something I 
could drive, so I swung away.”

Later in the week, Andover se-
cured its first Central New En-
gland Prep School Baseball League 
(CNEPSBL) win at home against 
Tabor. Cerulle picked up where he 
left off on Saturday, taking the hill 
to start the game. Cerulle pitched 
five and one-third shutout innings, 
giving up three hits and record-
ing as many strikeouts. Wesolo-
ski came in for the final one and 
two-third innings, maintaining the 
shutout and notching six strikeouts 
of his own.

Andover’s pitching was once 
again backed up by stellar defense. 
Second baseman Matt Whalen ’16 

and PG shortstop Richie Ciufo ’16 
held down the infield, turning a key 
double play in the 7th inning.

First baseman Payton Jancsy 
’16 said, “Matt Whalen had a huge 
game defensively for us. He did a 
great job playing second base. He 
and Richie Ciufo are definitely a 
great tandem in the middle infield.”

Jancsy, who had two stolen bas-
es on the day, also batted in fellow 
Co-Captain John Simourian ’16 
for Andover’s first run of the game. 
Taylor Beckett ’17 doubled in the 
bottom of the fourth inning, and 
Latham singled to bring him in.

Andover’s next game is at home 
against Belmont Hill on Friday.

Co- Captain John Simourian ’16 scored Andover’s run against 
Tabor.
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From ‘Lord of the Rings’ to ‘Sherlock’:  Annika Sparrell ’18
Extends the Fantasy World through Various Mediums

After seeing “The Hobbit: An 
Unexpected Journey” in 2012, An-
nika Sparrell ’18 has never left the 
world of elves, hobbits, and orcs. 
She has created several pieces of  
fan art for “The Lord of the Rings” 
and other fandoms (fanbases of en-
tertainment) throughout the years, 
according to Sparrell in an inter-
view with the The Phillipian.

“I get obsessed with things re-
ally easily. I think my first obses-
sions were golden retrievers and 
American Girl dolls. I watched ‘The 
Hobbit’ with my parents when the 
first movie came out and I thought 
it was really cool. I started reading 
‘The Lord of the Rings’ books and I 
just became obsessed because I love 
reading fantasy and this is just an 
immense world that I could com-
pletely dive into,” said Sparrell. 

Besides “The Lord of the 
Rings,” Sparrell especially enjoys 
“Sherlock” and “Doctor Who.” She 
also likes “Supernatural,” “Studio 
Ghibli,” and “How to Train Your 
Dragon.” 

“One of the reasons [I started 
creating fan art] was to extend the 
world. Once you finish a show or a 

book, it is like ‘what do I do now?’ 
One day, I imagined these scenes 
and since I focused a reasonable 
part of my life on certain fandoms, if 
I think of something to draw, I just 
go draw it,” said Sparrell. 

Sparrell’s favorite art medium 
is drawing, even though she has 
experimented with other various 
mediums, including photography, 
drawing, painting, sculpture, ce-
ramics, architecture, graphic de-
sign, and sewing.

“I really like drawing with pen-
cils and colored pencils because I 
am comfortable in it and I love the 
precision that it gives me. I [never 
want to] necessarily make it photo-
realistic; it seems kind of pointless. 
If you can’t tell it apart from a photo, 
why do it? But I want to allow [my 
art] to become more realistic and be 
able to make it more creative,” said 
Sparrell.

In seventh grade, Sparrell drew 
her first fan art, a drawing of Riven-
dell from “The Lord of the Rings,” 
as an assignment for art class. The 
assignment was to draw a portal to 
another world or a scene out a win-
dow. Using color pencils, Sparrell 
spent eight hours drawing every 
detail of the elven outpost.

“[For the assignment], I was 
thinking that I’d like to do some-

thing rather untraditional and I was 
thinking, the place I would love to 
look at the most was Rivendell,” 
said Sparrell. “[For the piece], the 
white columns were not supposed 
to be white. They were supposed 
to have a lot of intricate detail and 
then my mom saw it and said it was 
great just the way it was. From then, 
I’ve tried to not finish every single 
detail of a drawing. There have been 
a few more [drawings for which I 
did not] need to completely fill ev-
erything in.”

Sparrell is particularly proud of 
her first sewn clothing item. Spar-
rell sewed an elven dress from “The 
Lord of the Rings” using green silk-
like and white opaque fabric. 

Sparrell said, “Me and my 
grandparents who were helping 
me sew told me that this was super 
ambitious for [my] first project but 
I had my heart set doing that and I 
do have to say I learned a lot from 
sewing. I have to know how much 
fabric I will need before I buy it. I’ve 
also sewn a skirt and I am working 
on a dress right now.”

Fandoms have also introduced 
Sparrell to other artists online, es-
pecially on Tumblr. Tumblr has 
exposed Sparrell to different art 
styles, inspiring her to try digital art 
as well.

“A lot of artists that inspire 
me now are just on the Internet. 
There are two Tumblr artists, they 
both create really realistic-looking 
things, but what makes them unique 
is they are not photograph-looking. 
I hope I find a style somewhat like 
that,” said Sparrell.

Although Sparrell has been 
drawing since she was little, what 
initially attracted her to creating fa-
nart was the satisfaction of turning 
an idea into reality.

“Often, I am more proud of [my 
art] than anyone else. I just really 
love seeing things I imagine come to 
life. Most of the time, I have an idea 
and I can visualize it and when I try 
to do it, it looks like a potato. The 
times that it does work, when I’ve 
imagined something and it comes 
out the way I am thinking of, I just 
feel really satisfied that I’ve man-
aged to create something that I’ve 
been thinking about,” said Sparrell.

‘That’s So Raven’ and ‘Formation’: 
Strypno Fuses Hip-Hop and 

Jazz Dance Routines

As the lights of the Modern 
Dance Studio dimmed, four sil-
houettes – Sabrina Appleby ’17, 
Hannah Beaudoin ’17, Lydia Par-
is ’17, and Rosie Poku ’17 – took 
the stage in neon feather boas, 
tutus, sunglasses, and sequined 
tops. Strutting across the stage, 
the dancers suddenly created a 
conga line, swaying their hips 
and rolling their shoulders to the 
theme song of “That’s So Raven.”

This performance was the 
opening act of Strypno, a collabo-
rative dance show performed by 
Blue Strut, Andover’s jazz dance 
group, and Hypnotiq, Andover’s 
hip-hop dance group. Strypno 
took place Saturday night in the 
Modern Dance Studio in Borden 
Gym. Because of the incredible 
turnout, the Co-Heads of the 
dance groups decided to hold an 
encore performance immediate-
ly following their original show.

Dressed in black, the two 
dance groups stood in tight rows 
and performed the choreogra-
phy from Beyoncé’s “Formation” 
music video. At one point in the 

routine, several dancers dropped 
to the floor and showcased in-
tricate floor work, kicking their 
legs and thrusting their hips in 
the air.

Justice Robinson ’18, Hyp-
notiq Co-Head, said, “There was 
actually so much controversy 
with the song and originally we 
had a different formation with 
the song, which didn’t involve 
the [original] message of the song 
about black femininity and black 
feminism. We didn’t represent 
that, and we had to think about 
the song and the lyrics and ad-
just the choreography to repre-
sent what that song was singing 
about. It took a lot to put togeth-
er and obviously, you saw, there 
were a lot of people on stage.”

The show also included a 
performance by Blue Strut set to 
“SOS” by Rihanna. The dancers, 
wearing bright, colored leotards 
and black skirts, paraded across 
the stage with sharp leaps, kicks, 
and jumps, performing in time to 
the heavy beat of the music. The 
routine ended with the dancers 
lined up against the back of the 
stage, each striking an individual 
pose.

“When choreographing a 
large dance number, like ‘SOS’, 

it’s important to think of giving 
the dance a progression to a cli-
max and then coming down from 
that to the ending so a lot of the 
choreography tries to work on 
making the dances dynamic and 
also allowing them to grow to a 
big ‘wow’ moment,” said Lizzie 
McGonagle ’16, Co-Head of Blue 
Strut.

Set to Christina Aguilera’s 
“Tough Lover,” Alexa Goulas ’18, 
Kiki Kozol ’18, and Emma Wong 
’18 incorporated props into their 
jazz routine. Using chairs as 
props, the three dancers end-
ed their routine by pulling the 
chairs to the front of the stage, 
jumping on top of them, and ges-
turing towards the audience be-
fore dropping down in unison.

Claudia Meng ’18, an au-
dience member, said, “I really 
liked the dance with the chairs 
because I liked the use of the 
prop and the interactions with 
it. They were just having a lot of 
fun on stage, like it was a seri-
ous performance, and they were 
amazing. But it was less about 
nailing every single move and 
more about showing how fun 
[dance] is!”

Editor’s note: Emma Wong is 
a Copy Editor for The Phillipian.

Jessica Wang ’18 
Spreads Positivity 

On BuzzFeed

Sitting at her computer, Jessi-
ca Wang ’18 logged onto BuzzFeed, 
focusing intently as she arranged 
pictures of different shades of 
blue below the question, “Pick a 
shade of blue,” on her screen. She 
then moved on to the next ques-
tion, “Choose a bird,” where she 
organized photos of various birds, 
some of which included an owl, 
a penguin, and a flamingo. Next, 
Wang arranged pictures of spring, 
summer, fall, and winter under 
the last question, “Pick a season.” 
Finally, Wang described in an in-
terview with The Phillipian, she 
clicked the “Publish Now” button, 
creating her BuzzFeed quiz, “We 
Know Your Height Based On Ran-
dom Questions.”

“[My quiz] was actually much 
more successful than I thought 
it would be!… There were over a 
thousand responses to [my quiz] 
and people were either like, ‘This 
is completely off,’ or ‘This is com-
pletely amazing.’ It felt really good 
to see people be like, ‘How did 
BuzzFeed know? You’re psychic!’ 
But I was just like, ‘Nope, it’s just a 
random quiz,’ ” said Wang.

Wang began blogging for 
BuzzFeed late last year, having 
stumbled upon a post instructing 
how BuzzFeed Community users 
could create original posts and 
quizzes. Since Wang has been an 
avid user of BuzzFeed for many 
years and is a fan of taking their 
quizzes, she immediately jumped 
at the opportunity to contribute.

“I didn’t know normal people 
could actually make quizzes and 
posts. I clicked on [the post] and I 
read it, and I was so amazed, and 
I just tried to make my own quiz. 
It actually was a lot more work 
than I had thought. My first quiz 
took me a couple hours because 
when you’re taking them, it’s like, 
‘Oh, [you’re just clicking] pictures 
and [there are] results,’ but there’s 
a whole process to it,” said Wang.

Wang describes her approach 
to blogging as very spontaneous 
and sudden, without planning po-
tential topics ahead of time.

“I’ll be sitting in [silent study] 
and then I’m like, ‘Wait! I just 

thought of an amazing quiz idea!’ 
It’s really spontaneous. I usual-
ly try to think about things that I 
really love and things that I think 
other people really like, and then 
try to base what I blog off of that,” 
said Wang.

Although Wang writes about 
things that she loves and is pas-
sionate about, she also strives to 
make her posts and quizzes up-
beat and relatable, so a large range 
of people can connect with her 
work. 

“I make a lot of quizzes and 
the topics of those are scattered, 
but I like to blog about positive 
things, kind of positive experienc-
es that I’ve had. I went organic 
farming over spring break, and I 
wanted to share with people what 
I learned from the experience and 
what I gained from it. At the start 
of 2016, I had a post that was like, 
‘16 Things To Try In 2016,’ so I 
guess I want to share my thoughts 
with people and motivate people 
and share my thoughts with the 
world,” said Wang.

Because of BuzzFeed’s popu-
larity amongst teens today, Wang 
believes BuzzFeed is the most fit-
ting platform for her to share her 
thoughts.

“I think BuzzFeed is definitely 
the biggest, most major, up-and-
coming news networking site 
for young people. [There are] a 
lot of those really uptight news 
networks and not a lot of people, 
especially teens, like to read that. 
BuzzFeed also has such a wide 
range of things that [they offer]. 
They have [categories including] 
life, news, quizzes, just every-
thing, so I think it really caters to 
a large audience and also it’s just 
a really interesting news network 
in general,” said Wang.

Wang’s main inspiration for 
continuing to blog is the positivity 
she receives in response to her ar-
ticles and quizzes.

“It just really makes me hap-
py when people are like, ‘Oh my 
gosh, I took your quiz!’ and that’s 
what motivated me to make more. 
At first, I just made [quizzes] to 
try it out but then people really 
started enjoying it, and I was like, 
‘Oh, if I can make people’s day a 
little better by a small BuzzFeed 
quiz, why not?’ ” said Wang.
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Jessica Wang ’18 wrote a post about her experience with 
organic farming. 
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Blue Strut and Hypnotiq collaborated on a performance of “Formation” by Beyoncé.

SERENA REN

ALICE TANG

COURTESY OF ANNIKA SPARRELL

Annika Sparrell sewed an elven dress from “The Lord of the 
Rings” in 2014.

HANNAH ZHANG

Exclusive Strypno Coverage
youtube.com/phillipianvideo



Why are we so drawn to the off-duty, ‘I don’t have time for fashion’ 
look of beanies and baseball caps? It’s because when done right, they 
give off the ultimate relaxed charm. This is what I’ve learned from ob-
serving the beanie and baseball cap styles on campus, the streets, and 
Instagram:

ConCerts
What not to miss this weekend:

Friday
Paul Berry ’96 and Christopher Walter Concert

7:30 p.m. Timken Room, Graves Hall

Saturday
Faculty Chamber Music Concert

7:30 p.m. Timken Room, Graves Hall
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Slouchy or Structured Beanie? The answer 
is both! If you are going for the slouchy look, 
make sure it’s a soft-knit cotton one so that 
you can control the fit. You want to cover 
the forehead and ears and have the top of 
the beanie slope downward to the back. A 
stiffer beanie gives a more structured look, 
with the top of the beanie staying up rath-
er than angling down the back. This style 
is for veteran beanie wearers because if not 
done right, you risk looking like one of Snow 
White’s dwarves! 

Are all baseball caps fashionable? Pretty 
much. You can always stick with your fa-
vorite sports teams to show loyalty and 
start conversations. Recently, baseball 
caps have become more fashionable with 
cool graphics, witty slogans, vibrant col-
ors, and even studs and leather. Try ex-
perimenting with these!

My own two cents: Try something 
unexpected and raise an eyebrow! 
Instead of wearing your baseball 
cap with athleisure wear, how about 
with a patterned dress and booties? 
Or with a head-to-toe denim ensem-
ble? When wearing a beanie, think 
rocker chic and pair with a biker or 
bomber jacket. Nobody has to know 
you are having a bad hair day!

P.ROSSANO/THE PHILLIPIAN
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Erica Nork ’16 Investigates Gender 
Through Abbot Academy Plays

Sneaking out to the pond 
in the middle of the night, Boy, 
played by Jack Lawlor ’17, asks 
Girl, played by Claire Glover ’16, 
to touch his chest and feel his 
heart. As Girl pulls back her arm, 
Boy reaches out to hold her hand, 
leaning in for kiss. 

This play, written by Kimber-
ly Streeter ’72, was part of a five-
part play production that took 
place on Saturday evening in the 
Theatre Classroom. The plays 
were directed and produced by 
Erica Nork ’16 as an addendum to 
her Brace Fellow research proj-
ect on Abbot Academy and the 
arts. Each of the five plays was 
written by Abbot Academy wom-
en between 1969 and 1972.

“I felt that theater was some-
thing that takes this notion of 
gender and can define it really 
easily and I chose to cast roles 
that were not in the binary and 
characters [whose genders were] 
ambiguous so I thought that was 
part of my casting, but I also 
wanted to highlight the interper-
sonal relationships… I wanted to 
make sure that the people who 
were playing those characters 
had a thorough understanding of 
one another. So then they were 
really able to think about their 
gender and how that plays into 
how they perform,” said Nork. 

Nork became interested in 
producing this collection of short 
plays while doing her research 

in the Abbot Academy archives 
over the summer as a Brace Fel-
low. She curated the plays from 
several editions of ‘The Courant’, 
published by Abbot Academy.

“I chose all of the plays be-
cause I could see the characters, 
I could see people I knew playing 
the characters. I heard Hannah 
Beaudoin’s banter in Treehouse, 
because I looked through all of 
‘The Courants’ as part of my re-
search and the ones I chose were 
just the ones that stood out to me 
the most,” said Nork.

Each of the plays relate to 
gender in some distinct way. 
In an untitled dialogue by Sal-
ly Smith-Peterson ’73, Hannah 
Berkowitz ’17 and Liz Irvin ’17 
argued about love and being hu-
man. Set in a girls dorm room, 
Irvin was offering Berkowitz 
advice about the insensitivity of 
Berkowitz’s lover. 

“I think a lot of [the play’s] 
talk about gender in an inter-
esting way… they sort of imbue 
a very interesting mindset that I 
think is kind of foreign to theater 
now in that they were pushing a 
very obscure message. And then, 
I just thought the tone of all the 
plays were very different than 
the plays we do now, and also as 
these plays were all written by 
Abbot women, maybe some of 
them have never been performed 
before, so that was really fun,” 
said Nork.

Other plays featured a much 
darker theme. In ‘Treehouse’, 
written by Beth Andrews ’70, 
Fila and Heath, played by Han-
nah Beaudoin ’17 and Dakoury 

Godo-Solo ’17 respectively, be-
gan the play with childish banter. 
However, the piece slowly took 
a darker turn as the characters 
revealed that they were stuck in 
their tree house in a seemingly 
post-apocalyptic world.

“I think that [the show] had a 
really large impact on the sort of 
gender relations throughout it. It 
was rather subtle in Treehouse, 
but I imagine it had a pretty large 
impact overall… I think that be-
tween Dak and Hannah, it was a 

lot more subtle, but sort of in the 
way they played off of each other 
and their body language as well 
as, in the script, the insults they 
used against each other were 
very gender-specific,” said Jason 
O’Dwyer ’18, an audience mem-
ber.

In addition to being a supple-
ment to her Brace Fellow presen-
tation, the show served as a final 
theatrical project at Andover for 
Nork. 

“I wanted my last hurrah in 

Andover theater, directing, and 
I figured [a series of five plays] 
was logistically easier. Each 
play rehearsed once before our 
Wednesday dress rehearsal and 
a couple pieces ran through it a 
few times on their own. It was 
pretty low-key. I didn’t want it to 
be too long or too complicated, 
and it didn’t really require such 
a long rehearsal process, but I 
think that’s what made it more 
fun,” said Nork. 

M.ZERBEY/THE PHILLIPIAN

Erica Nork ’16 produced and directed five plays originally written by Abbot Academy women.

ALICE TANG

Illustration of the Week

These two doodles were drawn when I was thinking about the nuances of identities and my role 
in my community. I had just finished a few artworks based on that theme, and I was inspired 
by the fact that opposite words overlap with each other in terms of meaning and connotation. I 
chose to show the words “conceal” and “reveal” in this piece, and decided to draw completely 
opposite designs in a similar layout. 

SERENA REN

For more outfit ideas and tips, follow @cachetdechloe on Instagram!



As soon as she saw the small, 
all-black Theatre Classroom, 
Hannah Berkowitz ’17 knew she 
wanted to become a Producer, 
even before attending Andover. 
Berkowitz was introduced to the 
concept of the Producers during 
her tour of Andover, as she ex-
plained in an interview with The 
Phillipian. 

“My tour guide brought us 
down to the basement of [George 
Washington Hall], and she point-
ed out the DramaLab classroom. 
She [said], ‘And these are the 
DramaLabs.’ She explained what 
they were, and she said that 
there were three Seniors called 
the Producers, and they run the 
whole thing. And I said to my 
dad, who was with me, I looked 
at him and said, ‘I’m going to be 
one of those people’,” said Ber-
kowitz.

Although Berkowitz’s first 
time directing was during her 
Lower year, she has been acting 
since she was three-years old and 
participated in plays as an actress 
and as a stage manager in her 

previous school.
“I’ll always love acting be-

cause it’s what I’ve been doing 
for forever, but I think the more 
I direct, the more I learn about 
how to do it well and how to 
make something amazing out of 
it that it’ll start to eclipse acting 
a little bit. When you’re on stage, 
and you’re playing a character, 
for me at least, my mind shuts 
off. Like it’s no longer Hannah, 
it’s this person that I’m playing, 
so that’s a cool experience, just 
not being yourself for an hour,” 
said Berkowitz.

Berkowitz enjoys the free-
dom that theater allows her. In 
“Night of the Living Relatives,” 
a DramaLab she directed, the 
characters turn into zombies 
over the course of the play. Ber-
kowitz concluded the play with 
an explosive spaghetti food fight. 

“I remember once for a Dra-
maLab I directed, I had my ac-
tors throw spaghetti all over the 
Theatre Classroom and things 
like that, the really absurd, weird 
things that you can do on stage 
that you wouldn’t be able to do 
in real life, that’s fun,” said Ber-
kowitz.

As a Producer, Berkowitz 

hopes to increase the number of 
students attending and partici-
pating in DramaLabs.

“A couple years ago, the Dra-
maLabs used to have lines out 
the doors [of George Washington 
Hall] for people who wanted to 
come in there because [the Dra-
maLabs] were fun and because 
they were casual and you wanted 
to see your friends. You wanted 
to see what silly things people 
would come up with that week. 
I want to see that happen again,” 
said Berkowitz.

Berkowitz is also excited to 
work alongside her fellow Pro-
ducers, Janet Conklin ’17, and 
Kalina Ko ’17. 

“Janet and I were in the show 
‘Proof ’ together which was the 
winter play this year. She was the 
stage manager, and I was acting 
in it, and it was just so much fun 
working with her. We just clicked 
super well; the two of us have 
complementary traits. I think Ka-
lina is just the most hard-work-
ing and interesting person. She’s 
so nice, she’s so fun, and she’s so 
talented. We don’t know each 
other as well as I know Janet, but 
I’m very excited to get closer to 
her,” said Berkowitz. 
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Introducing the 2016-2017 Producers:

DEA BARRETO-LAGESSE Kalina Ko ’17

LAUREN W. LEEJanet Conklin ’17

HANNAH ZHANG Hannah Berkowitz ’17

In the coming months, Hannah Berkowitz ’17, Janet Conklin ’17, and Kalina Ko ’17, a trio of dedicated theater students, will assume their new positions as the Producers. The 
Producers’ tasks include acquiring the necessary copyright for weekly DramaLab plays, planning the Grasshopper Night show in Fall Term during Family Weekend, and co-
ordinating the Theatre Department’s “Steve” awards in Spring Term. The outgoing 2015-2016 Producers, Foster Conklin ’16, Kieto Mahaniah ’16, and Erica Nork ’16, selected 

Hannah Berkowitz, Janet Conklin, and Kalina Ko to assume their roles. 

With pride and anticipation, 
Janet Conklin ’17 watched her 
first directed DramaLab unfold 
before her eyes in the Theatre 
Classroom. The play featured 
Grace Anthony ’17 visiting the 
halfway house at which her sis-
ter, played by Annie Lord ’19, was 
staying. As Conklin described in 
an interview with The Phillipian, 
this DramaLab, titled “Halfway,” 
was a special achievement for 
her in her theater career.

“I had never directed any-
thing before, but seeing [my play] 
come together was really reward-
ing. To have people say, ‘Wow, 
that turned out really good,’ and 
to see all of my efforts executed 
well was a really fun moment in 
the start of my DramaLab career. 
[Although the DramaLab was 
about] a heavy topic, that’s what 
I like about theater, because it’s 
a really good medium to explore 
themes that are otherwise not 
often discussed,” said Conklin.

Conklin started participat-
ing in the DramaLabs during her 
Lower spring when she was cast 
in a play written by Lane Un-
sworth ’15. According to Conklin, 
her brother was instrumental in 
encouraging her to participate in 

the DramaLabs.
“[My brother and I are] real-

ly close so we try to encourage 
each other… He knew that I was 
interested in theater but wasn’t 
able to act in larger productions, 
so he encouraged me to get into 
DramaLabs. He would always 
text me or call me and make me 
come to auditions,” said Conklin.

During her time at Andover, 
Conklin has been an active mem-
ber of the theater community. 
Although she was cut from “Fac-
ing Our Truth” during her Ju-
nior year, the experience allowed 
her to become more involved 
with backstage tech. Conklin has 
since assisted numerous Theatre 
920 Productions on campus as 
well as other events such as the 
annual Grasshopper Night.

“I was made the assistant 
stage-manager [of “Facing Our 
Truth”] and it was really cool 
to call the shots and have ev-
erything pulled together. That’s 
how I fell in love with theater, 
and in particular working behind 
the scenes rather than acting,” 
said Conklin.

Conklin plans to bring her 
knowledge in all aspects of the-
ater to the role as a new Dra-
maLab Producer to continue to 
spread her love for theater. She 
hopes to make DramaLabs and 
other plays a more inclusive en-
vironment for all students on 

campus.
“There’s kind of this stigma 

around theater. I feel like around 
particular groups of theater, 
there’s this ‘theater kid’ who a 
lot of people might be intimidat-
ed by… It’s hard if you don’t do 
theater to get involved and feel 
comfortable in that situation. So 
I think to break down that bar-
rier and to bring in a lot of other 
kids who wouldn’t necessarily 
feel comfortable entering in the 
theater world – like athletes, 
post-graduates, or [Juniors] – 
would be a great addition,” said 
Conklin.

As a producer, Conklin is 
ready to take on the responsi-
bilities of working with a large 
group of students, and with the 
two other newly-selected Dra-
maLab Producers, Hannah Ber-
kowitz ’17 and Kalina Ko ’17. 
Having already met to discuss 
their upcoming year, Conklin is 
confident in a successful year for 
the theater department.

“Producers do so much 
outside of DramaLabs, in that 
DramaLabs is a central fea-
ture of [the position], but really 
we’re the student connection to 
the theatre department… I’ve 
stage-managed for [Berkowitz 
and Ko] as they’ve acted in plays 
and they’re both really great. 
I’m really excited to work with 
them,” said Conklin.

Walking into the small The-
atre Classroom as a Junior, Kali-
na Ko ’17 found a seat within the 
tightly packed audience to watch 
her first DramaLab. Suddenly, 
the Producers ran onto stage and 
began a countdown, setting off a 
deafening, wild cheer around Ko. 
Ko recalled this moment in an in-
terview with The Phillipian as one 
of her fondest memories involv-
ing theater at Andover.

“Half the audience were 
freshmen who’d never seen a 
DramaLab, who didn’t know any 
of the people performing, but we 
were all still cheering, so it was a 
very supportive and strong envi-
ronment that was very crazy, but 
fun. It was a very inspiring and 
exciting moment,” said Ko.

Although Ko has never acted 
in a traditional DramaLab, she 
has been involved in DramaL-
abs at Andover since her perfor-
mance in “The Vagina Mono-
logues” during her Lower year. 
Centered around feminism, “The 
Vagina Monologues” first intro-
duced Ko to using theater for 
social activism, a theme she has 
begun exploring during her time 
at Andover.

“In lower year I came to rec-
ognize the restrictions that the 

visual aspects of theater can have 
on the art form. I think that sort 
of sparked my interest in social 
activism. I’d also say that my first 
big realization of my own asianess 
came through theatre. Obviously 
certain roles have certain require-
ments for how a performer looks 
and whatnot. Upon recognizing 
that I became a lot more interest-
ed in conversations of race. That 
led to more interest in other areas 
of social activism like gender, like 
sexuality,” said Ko.

Ko values the supportive com-
munity surrounding DramaLabs, 
and believes that the DramaLabs 
are a great opportunity for stu-
dents to become involved in the-
ater.

“[DramaLabs are] a really low 
pressure environment for people 
to just perform and have fun,” 
said Ko. “I definitely think one of 
the most important aspects is the 
community around DramaLabs. 
That community includes the 
audience members, the perform-
ers, the directors, anyone who’s 
ever been to the DramaLabs or 
just knows what it is, really. That 
community is always so support-
ive and positive. Everyone is al-
ways cheering even if the show 
was a total disaster. That commu-
nity is really the heart of the Dra-
maLabs,” Ko said.

As a Producer, Ko plans to add 
a variety of genres to DramaLabs 
as well as unconventional ap-

proaches to  theater and perfor-
mance as a whole.

“Some people are good at 
comedy, some people are good at 
drama. Some people are good at 
something in-between. Right now 
we have a very comedy-based Dra-
maLab. It would be really nice to 
see some different styles whether 
that’s drama, whether that’s play 
readings, whether that’s more 
shows like ‘The Naked I.’ Also, 
at the beginning of the year, we 
had Dakoury [Godo-Solo ’17] 
and Cam Mesinger [’16] perform 
some poetry in between some of 
the shows. I think that was really 
interesting,” said Ko.

Ko is very excited to start 
working alongside the other Pro-
ducers, Janet Conklin ’17 and 
Hannah Berkowitz ’17, next year.

“Janet and Hannah are so gen-
uinely invested in the well-being 
of the DramaLabs and in the de-
velopment of the DramaLabs… I 
don’t know them that well yet but 
I know they’re both incredibly tal-
ented and have amazing ideas on 
how to make the DramaLabs even 
better than this year! I’ll definite-
ly be sad to see Erica, Foster, and 
Keito go. They’ve been so instru-
mental in moving the DramaLabs 
forward this year. But I can’t wait 
to see how we can shape the Dra-
maLabs!” said Ko.

Editor’s Note: Kalina Ko is an 
Arts & Leisure Editor for The Phil-
lipian.
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Lights! Camera! Action!
New Addison Exhibit Traces Historical 

Interaction Between Visual Art and Television

Striding across the pristine 
marble floor in a somber art gal-
lery, Barbra Streisand breaks into 
a rousing song, belting out, “Gotta 
move. Gotta get out. Gotta leave 
this place.” In addition to her 
impassioned vocals, Streisand’s 
bright, multihued, and geomet-
rically patterned dress contrasts 
with the museum in the clip “Got-
ta Move” from “Color me Barbra.” 

“Gotta Move” is currently 
on display as a focal point of the 
new Addison Gallery of American 
Art exhibit, “Revolution of the 
Eye: Modern Art and the Birth of 
American Television,” curated at 
the Addison by Allison Kemmer-
er, Scott Mead Curator of Photog-
raphy and Art after 1950. The gal-
lery covers the entire second floor 
and features both artwork on loan 
to the Addison as well as pieces 
from the museum’s collection. 
The show explores the interplay 
between television and art as the 

television industry, specifically 
CBS, evolved over time.

“TV and art have had a symbi-
otic relationship. The look of TV 
and the format was very much in-
fluenced by modern art. But over 
time, TV actually influenced art as 
well, so you kind of see that going 
back and forth through the entire 
show,” said Kemmerer. “Under-
lying all of this, too, TV is a com-
mercial venture. They need peo-
ple to pay attention and watch. 
Art was a good way to get people’s 
attention, and it also elevated TV 
programming and advertising be-
cause it’s linked to high-culture, 
and TV always fought that per-
ception of being for the masses 
and not really art.”

Each room in the show focus-
es on a different theme and time 
period, including “The Twilight 
Zone” and Andy Warhol.

In the room exploring “The 
Twilight Zone,” which was pro-
duced by Rod Serling, a clip of the 
opening sequence from three sea-
sons of the show is projected onto 
a wall. In the clip, a ghostly white 
door gradually materializes into 

view, slowly drifting and rotating 
in a black space before opening 
and pulling the viewer through. 
Behind the door is a window that 
shatters, revealing a vast expanse 
of twinkling stars. A floating eye-
ball that slowly opens, a wooden 
doll, a ticking clock, and a swirl-
ing, hypnotic pattern–character-
istics of surrealist art–each slowly 
emerge and cross the screen be-
fore disappearing 

“[Serling’s] taking all the sym-
bols you find in surrealist paint-
ing, and he’s putting all those 
elements together to explore 
identity in his age, which was the 
Cold War Era. His episodes deal 
with characters in civilizations 
that are almost at the edge of ex-
tinction, and they’re grappling 
with identity and who they are,” 
said Kemmerer. “The whole idea 
of twilight is you’re in between. 
You’re in between night and day, 
you’re in between your conscious 
and subconscious; it’s where 
truth lies.”

In the room titled “Andy War-
hol’s Fifteen Minutes,” the pam-
phlet, “Get Smart, TV Guide” 

illustrated in 1966 by Warhol, de-
picts the four images of the same 
woman, Barbara Feldon, on or-
ange, yellow, red, and blue back-
grounds. The image is divided 
into four quarters, which appear 
stacked on top of one another. 
Feldon looks to the left in every 
image and sports brilliant eye 
shadow in colors ranging from 
white to teal and wears lilac, ma-
genta, and red lipstick.

“[Warhol] as early as the 
1950’s actually worked for differ-
ent television networks designing 
their art and album covers. So 
he was in on TV sort of from the 
ground floor, and he understood 
the impact it had on society and 
continued to use it throughout 
his career…. In the 70’s when a 
lot of artists were done with TV, 
he was still totally in. He created 
art films, but he used techniques 
that TV introduced like split 
screens and the formats: soap 
opera and talk shows. He’s an ex-
ample of art influencing TV and 
TV influencing art, so he’s like a 
great thread that runs through it 
all, even though he seems so con-
temporary and less historic,” said 

Kemmerer.
Another room in the gallery il-

lustrates the way that pop art was 
incorporated into mainstream 
television. A clip from the episode 
“Pop Goes the Joker” in the pop-
ular TV series “Batman,” run by 
ABC in 1967, combines live-acting 
with eye-catching animations. 
The clip opens with the open-
ing credits of Batman and Robin 
running toward the viewer on a 
solid green background. When-
ever they punch a villain, the 
screen becomes a solid color and 
a bright, spiky-edged text bubble 
pops up with the words “WHAM” 
or “ZAMM” in a contrasting hue.

“[Pop art] was taking the 
goods, the consumer goods, of 
our commercial life and turning it 
into art. This was stuff that peo-
ple could actually understand and 
they weren’t intimidated by it, so 
people really embraced pop art, 
and TV noticed that and also em-
braced it. So then, when you get 
to a show like ‘Batman,’ it totally 
co-opts the look of pop art. In us-
ing pop art, it sort of raises their 
coolness factor; it’s a hip, cool 
show,” said Kemmerer.

New Gelb Gallery Exhibit Draws Attention 
To Female Inmates and Mass Incarceration

A woman stares out expres-
sionlessly, her orange attire 
contrasting with the sky-blue 
background. Below her por-
trait, an open letter to Angela 
Davis by the subject, Kennet-
ta Andrews, is printed on the 
piece with red bold font stamps. 
Mary DeWitt’s 2014 oil and 
graphite on mylar, “Kennetta 
Andrews” is one of the many 
portraits currently on display 
in “Release: Portraits of Women 
Serving Life” in Gelb Gallery.

“Release: Portraits of Wom-
en Serving Life” contains sev-
eral portraits of incarcerated 
women sentenced to life with-
out parole in Pennsylvania, 
with the exception of LJ Kittle 
and Kennetta Andrews, who 
were staff at the State Correc-
tional Institution at Muncy. The 
exhibition aims to bring visibil-
ity to the invisible female in-
mates, addressing today’s crisis 
of mass incarceration, the pris-
on-industrial complex and the 

new Jim Crow.
“For decades, [these wom-

en] have been warehoused and 
they lost contact with their 
families and their families are 
each other. There is not much 
thought about them because 
they are hidden. It is just this 
devastating unconscious aspect 
of our culture. It needs to be 
completely changed,” said De-
Witt.

In 1988, DeWitt started 
teaching painting in prisons. In 
1990, she became the director 
of the Prison Society Arts and 
Humanities program. DeWitt 
was able to talk with the staff 
and the administrators at the 
State Correctional Institute at 
Muncy, a maximum security 
prison, and she asked if they 
could select a group of women 
who could work with [DeWitt]. 
She aimed to share the stories 
of these women, giving them 
some visibility through her art-
work.

“I was always in the [prin-
cipal’s] office as a little girl and 
my mother would come back 
from teacher’s conferences and 

cry and I was always in trou-
ble,” said DeWitt. “I just felt 
really identified with their sit-
uation and also felt like what a 
great way to use portraiture to 
bring visibility to people who 
have no voice and are totally 
invisible and in a system that 
is just draconian. Every one of 
these people and all the people 
I have met in prison are good 
people who had horrible child-
hoods and made a mistake and 
now are in prison for thirty, for-
ty years,” she added.

DeWitt’s favorite portrait is 
of LJ Kittle. In the portrait, Kit-
tle’s face is pained with crinkled 
eyes and a frowning scrowl. Her 
eyes are unfocused and looking 
up, as if she is not present in the 
moment.

“First of all, it’s so her. It’s 
so Kittle. When I see that, I 
just think of her… She is a dear, 
dear friend. When she’s here, 
I see her all the time. When 
she’s in my life, she’s outside. 
And at the time, she was going 
through this crisis, she was go-

ing through a really rough time 
and I was so worried about her 
when I painted it. So I guess 
there’s an intensity to it that I 
really like,” said DeWitt.

In addition to using her art-
work to bring exposure to her 
subjects, DeWitt also records 
their stories, matches them 
with stills from her painting 
process, and uploads them on 
YouTube.

“I think what I did by re-
cording my process and play-
ing the recordings back to them 
and painting the portraits, they 
were being mirrored. They were 
no longer this invisible identity. 
I can’t even tell you how many 
times they’ve said, ‘I’m not bad, 
I sound like a reasonable per-
son.’ They have no concept of 
themselves because there was 
no mirroring,” said DeWitt.

The prison system has 
changed dramatically since De-
Witt started the project in 1988, 
creating great obstacles for her. 
In 1988, she was able to go in 
the prisons with a name tag and 

paint the subjects in real life. 
Starting from 1995, DeWitt was 
not able to go into the prisons 
anymore. She couldn’t even re-
cord their stories and had to 
paint the subjects referring to 
photographs.

DeWitt said, “For years, I 
did this illegally. [The admin-
istrators] would call me on the 
phone and I would record it and 
put it on YouTube. My husband 
was like, ‘Oh my god. What if 
they come and put you in pris-
on?’ They just wouldn’t let me 
bring visibility to [the inmates]. 
The life-sentenced women are 
given a number and a uniform. 
Now they let me come to the 
corrections because there has 
been a lot of change with all the 
writings, with ‘The New Jim 
Crow’ book by Michelle Alexan-
der, all this new visibility. They 
are now letting me come in and 
work with the prisoners.”

“Release: Portraits of Wom-
en Serving Life” went on dis-
play on April 13, and the exhibit 
ends on May 15.

ANDI CHENG

COURTESY OF THE ADDISON GALLERY OF AMERICAN ART

The Winky Dink and You Game book is part of the exhibit.
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L.HAMANN/THE PHILLIPIAN

“Kennetta Andrew” by Mary DeWitt is on display in the Gelb Gallery.
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Mary DeWitt became the director of the Prison Society Arts 
and Humanities program in 1990.
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A still from the TV series “Batman” is featured in the gallery focusing on pop art. 
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