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After a-year-and-a-
half-long process, faculty 
members and other ad-
ministrators have nar-
rowed the four potential 
scheduling and calendar 
options for the 2017-2018 
school year down to two 
final options. The remain-
ing two proposals are the 
current schedule, which 
may be subject to revision, 
and a four-term schedule 
with five periods, called 
the four-by-five schedule.

Now that the options 
have been reduced, faculty 
and administration will 
spend the coming weeks 
holding discussions ad-
dressing issues and details 
of both choices. From now 
until the end of January, 
which is when the final 
vote will take place, facul-
ty will be able to come for-
ward with any revisions or 
ideas that can tweak the 
two schedules.

“We wanted to reflect 
the school core values… 
for there to be time avail-
able for extra help and 

unstructured time for stu-
dents. We also wanted to 
increase opportunities for 
collaboration [between] 
faculty and students,” said 
Rachel Skiffer, Dean of 
Policy and Strategic Plan-
ning.

Monday faculty meet-
ings have been providing 
an opportunity for the fac-
ulty to discuss how each 
of the scheduling options 
would affect students’ and 
faculty members’ lives on 
campus. 

“I think people are be-
ing very thoughtful about 
the impact on life at school, 
academic and otherwise. 
Concerns that people have 
with either schedule is 
about good faith, what’s 
best for the academy and 
what’s best for the school. 
Although there is debate, I 
think it’s constructive de-
bate,” said Skiffer.

Faculty members who 
voted for the rejected 
schedules and still wish to 
vote must choose between 
the two remaining ones.

Faculty and Administrators 
Narrow Down Schedule 

Options From Four to Two
By CECELIA VIEIRA 

and MAE ZHAO

Every morning, Chief 
of Staff Dan Koh ’03 eats 
an egg white – and drinks 
a Diet Coke – for breakfast, 
reading over digests of the 
day’s news for Boston. At 
6:45 a.m., Koh and Marty 
Walsh, Mayor of Boston, 
have a standing call where 
they offer their insights to 

the news, reactions and 
responses, and talk logisti-
cally about the day ahead. 
By 8:30 a.m., Koh is at City 
Hall to meet with the may-
or’s administration about 
the day’s priorities, ac-
cording to “Boston.com.”

Shuffling from meeting 
to meeting – whose topics 
can cover education, hous-
ing or public safety, among 
a whole host of other city-
related nuances – Koh is 
responsible for talking to 
locals and administrators 
in Boston and advising 
Walsh on all political mat-
ters. Each day in the of-
fice proves to be hectic for 
Koh, but also incredibly 
rewarding.

“I think what I enjoy 
most is that there are so 
many different things that 
are relevant to the work 
I do. There’s no specific 
subject matter in a given 
day,” said Koh. “It’s our 
responsibility to not only 
understand what is go-
ing on in each of those but 
also help advise the mayor 

on decisions he’s going to 
make regarding Boston 
and those areas. So [my 
job] forces me to really un-
derstand a number of dif-
ferent things.”

From 8:30 to 9:30 a.m., 
Koh meets in City Hall 
with the chief of policy, 
the chief legal counsel, the 
chief of operations and the 
C.F.O., where they discuss 
the day’s agenda.

While he has found his 
passion in government and 
politics, the future was not 
always clear-cut for Koh. 
In an interview with The 
Phillipian, Koh reflected 
on how he, like many An-
dover students, was once 
unsure about what he 
wanted to do with his ca-
reer.

“A lot of times – espe-
cially when I was at Ando-
ver, I was kind of worried 
about the one thing I need 
to do in high school or col-
lege for my career, and I 
think one of the things I’ve 
learned is that you can do a 
lot of different things that 

lead you to opportunities 
that you wouldn’t expect,” 
said Koh.

Koh found that the di-
versity he experienced at 
Andover helped shape the 
way he thinks in his career 
and allowed for his culti-
vation of networking skills 
after graduation.

Dan Koh ’03  Reflects on Passion For
 Government and Politics as Chief of Staff

By NIKO SKRIVANOS

As a woman who has 
always labelled herself 
“bossy” and “outspoken,” 
Emma Staffaroni, Instruc-
tor in English, knew dur-
ing her first women’s stud-
ies class in college that she 
wanted to devote her life 
to feminism.

Her interest in gender 
equality was first sparked 
during her time in high 
school. Staffaroni noticed 
at a young age that her 
male classmates did not 
endure the same kind of 
scrutiny that she experi-
enced as a girl. 

“I felt like I was treated 
differently as a smart girl 
as opposed to my friends 
who were the smart boys… 
I definitely faced a lot of 
harassment and really 
problematic statements 

from my male peers in 
high school,” said Staffaro-
ni in an interview with The 
Phillipian.

She continued, “Even 
if I felt like I was above it 
sometimes—I always felt 
like I wasn’t as entrenched 
in it as some of my other 
friends who were girls—
I was just noticing it. It 
was not one event but an 
aggravation of a lot of re-
ally messed up things that 
I was seeing as a teenage 
girl.”

In college, Staffaroni 
began to understand the 
injustice she was experi-
encing. She learned the ap-
propriate words and terms 
that helped her solidify 
her experiences into con-
crete thoughts about what 
it means to be a woman.

“Even though by defi-
nition, [feminism] is gen-
der equality or a world 

in which the genders are 
equal, I think that defini-
tion has fallen short for 
me over the years. I now 
think of it as a way of being 
where I am trying to bring 
injustice into the light and 
help myself and the people 
around me,” said Staffaro-
ni.

While Staffaroni be-
lieves that feminism is cru-
cial in achieving complete 
equality for all persons, 
she also feels that there are 
many other important ele-
ments in working towards 
justice. Staffaroni grew 
up in a lower middle-class 
family, noting that her up-
bringing shaped her per-
spective and helped her to 
better comprehend social 
justice issues. 

Faculty Profile: Emma 
Staffaroni Dedicates Life to Feminism 

By LEAH HAMANN

The Disciplinary Com-
mittee (DC) is the corner-
stone of the disciplinary 
system at Andover. It’s a 
rigorous and meticulous 
process that strives to pri-
oritize student well-being, 
but one that has come under 
fire from students in recent 
weeks.

At the beginning of 
this Winter Term, Cluster 
Deans and Jennifer Elliott 
’94, Dean of Students and 
Residential Life, conduct-
ed a dorm-wide search in 
Taylor Hall in response to 
a number of incidents com-
mitted by students of the 
dorm involving alcohol, to-
bacco products and illicit 
drugs over the course of the 
Fall Term and a group of 
over 50  students petitioned 
Head of School John Palfrey 
and faculty to reconsider a 
former student’s disciplin-
ary outcome.

Although the idea of a 
dorm-wide search was not 
chosen lightly, Elliott hoped 
it would send a clear mes-
sage to students that the 
possession and use of illicit 

substances are not tolerated 
on campus. 

“We elected to take that 
course because we hoped it 
would help kids make bet-
ter choices and lead to fewer 
DC’s – no one is looking to 
DC kids... But I think kids 
should know that when we 
know about rule-breaking, 
we’re going to follow up on 
it; we’re not going to ignore 
it or walk away,” said Elliott.

Rather than punishing 
students for rule-breaking, 
the DC process is designed 
to help students learn from 
their mistakes and to pro-
vide an opportunity for re-
flection and growth, several 
faculty members said.

“The point of a DC is to 
be educational and to offer 
an opportunity for a student 
to reflect upon his or her de-
cision-making and to think 
about how to make better 
choices moving forward. 
Andover’s disciplinary pro-
cess rests at its core... in the 
belief that kids learn from 
their mistakes and that 
kids, with proper reflection, 
supervision and deliberate 
and proactive adjustment, 
will learn,” said Elliott.

This past Fall Term 
saw a total of nine DCs, far 

less than the 23 DCs of the 
Fall Term of 2014. The Fall 
Term of 2013 saw only two. 

Check A6, Column 5 for 
a step-by-step guide to the 
DC process.

Disciplinary Committee 
Strives to Maintain Student Well-Being 

Sporting an Aztec-
patterned hoodie and a 
thick man bun, NestED 
speaker Nadeem Mazen 
’02 returned to campus 
on Wednesday evening to 
discuss his passion for his 
work as an engineer, music-
video director, software 
programmer and the first 
Muslim city councillor for 
the city of Cambridge. 

Upon graduating from 
Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology (M.I.T.) in 
2006 with degrees in Bio-
logical Engineering and 
Mechanical Engineering, 

Mazen went on to become 
Chief Executive of Serious 
Business, a Boston-based 
design and consulting firm 
specializing in interactive 
software, viral marketing 
and design. In addition 
to Serious Business, Ma-
zen is the co-founder and 
C.E.O. of danger!awesome, 
a laser-cutting studio and 
community art storefront 
located in the heart of 
Cambridge, Mass. 

“You can do almost any-
thing you love. You can fig-
ure out how to get funding 
from your peers or through 
sales and entrepreneurship 
and this often gives people 
who are passion-based a 
really strong launch pad 

to continue that lifestyle 
of following passion, being 
curious and having an im-
pact,” said Mazen.

As he discussed his 
work as co-founder and 
C.E.O. of danger!awesome 
in his presentation, Mazen 
played “Last Leaf,” a mu-
sic video by the band OK 
Go directed by Mazen and 
fellow M.I.T. graduate Ali 
Mohammed in 2010. Using 
stop-motion, the video fea-
tures a unique combination 
of laser-cut images drawn 
in 3,000 pieces of toast. 

“[What I found most in-
teresting about Mazen] is 
his commitment to acces-
sibility and his willingness 
to break social structure 

conventions. I also like 
how he believes in trying 
something six times and 
doing it quickly and badly 
and improving on that, 
rather than trying to make 
something perfect the first 
time,” said Tamar Sifri ’16.

In his time at Andover, 
one of Mazen’s most valu-
able experiences included 
working on an indepen-
dent project with Thomas 
Hodgson, Instructor in 
Philosophy and Religious 
Studies, and looking at 
the precepts of American 
teaching and learning. 

NestED Speaker Nadeem Mazen ’02
Shares Experiences as Engineer and Politician

By SUSAN YUN

Check Page A6 for a 

Comprehensive Guide

 to the DC Process
Continued on A6, Column 1

Continued on A6, Column 1

Continued on A6, Column 1

Continued on A6, Column 3

Dan Koh ’03
COURTESY OF DAN KOH

By CHAYA HOLCH 
and ANDREW ZHENG



In recent weeks, more than 40 victims have come forward accusing 
seven former staff members and four former students at St. George’s 
School, an Episcopalian prep school in Middletown, RI., of sexual as-
sault. Lawyers for the victims said the assaults took place between 1974 
and 2004.

Harry Groome, a victim, first wrote a letter revealing his assault to 
the school’s headmaster in 2002. Groome then forwarded this letter to a 
new headmaster in 2004. Neither headmaster took any action.

Fortunately, the perpetrators of these crimes will be able to be pros-
ecuted because Rhode Island does not have a statute of limitations on 
cases involving rape or first-degree sexual assault; regrettably, the stat-
ute of limitations for cases of rape in Massachusetts is 15 years.

A staggeringly low number of rapists are actually convicted. Only 
two percent of all reported rapes lead to a felony conviction and only 
32 percent of all rapes are reported to police, according to Rape, Abuse 
& Incest National Network (RAINN). Some states, such as Minnesota, 
have statutes of limitation as short as three years.  Prosecutors need 
more tools, not fewer, to convict rapists. If prosecutors have enough 
evidence to prove that someone is guilty, they should be able to take 
their case to court, regardless of the amount of time that has passed. 

Coming to terms with sexual assault is difficult. Coming forward to 
the authorities as a victim of sexual assault can be even harder. It comes 
with the risk of being disbelieved, shunned and stigmatized.  As such, 
imposing a statute of limitations on reporting rape shows an alarming 
disregard for the emotional well-being of the victims. All victims de-
serve justice – but having a statute of limitations inherently suggests 
that only victims who have come to terms with their rape within a sub-
jectively chosen time frame have valid cases in the eyes of the law.

In cases of rape, there should be no statute of limitations. Carmen 
Durso, a lawyer representing some of the victims in the St. George’s 
case, said, “Sexual abuse in education is the clergy-abuse crisis of this 
decade, if not this century, and you’re going to see more and more of it.” 
Rape cases in America are fraught with endless hurdles that obstruct 
justice and silence victims. We should not be so negligent as to allow a 
factor as arbitrary as time become yet another complication in a victim’s 
road to recovery and reclamation of personhood.

This editorial represents the views of The Phillipian Editorial Board 
CXXXVIII.
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Labeled part of a “War 
on Christmas,” the re-
designed plain red Star-

bucks cup stirred up great 
controversy this winter. Dif-
fering from its usual featured 
snowflakes, reindeer and other 
Christmas-themed illustrations, 
Starbucks decided to remove 
all Christian references from 
the cup.

Since this incident, I have 
noticed an increase in efforts to 
promote the inclusion of other 
traditions and celebrations dur-
ing the December holiday sea-
son. On December 25, I saw a 
great number of signs and dec-
orations in Seoul, Korea, with 
the words “Happy Holidays” 
rather than “Merry Christmas.” 
I was surprised to see a similar 
trend in TV advertisements, 
Christian-themed Facebook 
posts and Christmas-related 
shop signs that I usually see in 
Seoul. I was also shocked to see 
that, in general, many people I 
knew praised the bright lights 
in department stores that said 
“Happy Holidays” without a 
trace of Christmas references. 

The phrase “Happy Holi-
days,” however, is not an effec-

tive way to respect different 
traditions. Taking the place of 
phrases such as “Merry Christ-
mas” or “Happy Hanukkah,” 
“Happy Holidays” as an um-
brella phrase oversimplifies the 
diversity of the holidays and 
ironically erases the cultures of 
others.

Instead of using the general 
term “Happy Holidays,” we 
should encourage each other to 
share and learn about specific 
cultural holidays. Accepting 
and educating ourselves about 
these distinct traditions will al-
low us to truly appreciate the 
range of cultures that we en-
counter at a diverse place like 
Andover. 

To better promote inclusion 
on our campus in the winter, 
banners and decorations of 
various religious customs could 
be hung up in Paresky Com-
mons, Borden Gym and outside 
the Oliver Wendell Holmes Li-
brary. This way, students and 
faculty will learn more about 
each other’s unique cultures 
and be encouraged to do fur-
ther research themselves to 
gain a deeper understanding of 
various celebrations.

Student representatives could 
also go on stage during All-
School Meeting to talk about 

their specific traditions and 
unique aspects of their holiday 
celebrations. Students could 
wear traditional clothing, show 
pictures, provide samples of 
food and bring items that are 
special to them in regard to 
their celebrations. In this way, 
we would have a designated 
space to learn about the unique 
cultures in our community. 

Furthermore, we could group 
students during dorm and Clus-
ter meetings to share their ex-
periences with their religious 
holidays in a more personal 
setting. This would create an 
intimate space for students to 
comfortably discuss their cel-
ebrations. 

Ultimately, these three solu-
tions all share the common goal 
of learning about different cul-
tures in more detail rather than 
using the general term “Happy 
Holidays.” In order to truly take 
advantage of Andover’s incred-
ible diversity, we must discover 
and appreciate the unique as-
pects of each cultural celebra-
tion – by first addressing each 
holiday by name. 

“Happy (Fill in the Blank)!”

Sparky Yoo

Sparky Yoo is a Junior from 
Newton Highlands, Mass.

As Christmas ap-
proached, I noticed that 
every store had huge 

sales and Christmas music play-
ing in the background. Christ-
mas has definitely become a 
very commercialized holiday, 
unfortunately masking the sig-
nificance of some of the other 
winter holidays. This situation 
is not surprising considering 
70.6 percent of Americans in the 
U.S. identified as Christians in 
2014, according to the Pew Re-
search Center. Even on campus, 
21 percent of the students who 
took The Phillipian’s “State of 
the Academy” survey last year 
identified as Catholic and 17 
percent described themselves as 
Protestant. As a result, the non-
Christian minority can feel mar-
ginalized and can have difficulty 
celebrating their respective holi-
days. Though Andover actively 
supports students who are a part 
of this minority, our community 
should strive to make the holiday 
season even more inclusive. 

While our community can 
find more impactful ways 
to promote winter tradi-
tions and holidays other than 
Christmas, I recognize that 
our school has made efforts 
to raise awareness regarding 
less celebrated holidays. For 
instance, lights commemorat-
ing Hindu’s Diwali and Islam’s 
Eid were placed on the col-
umns of Samuel Phillips Hall, 
one of the most frequented lo-
cations on campus, to remind 
many students of those holi-
days. 

To reach our goal of inclu-
sivity on campus, our school 
should strive to increase stu-
dent exposure to lesser known 
holidays. Our administration 
and leaders of various reli-
gious clubs could use Paresky 
Commons to spread aware-
ness. With its multiple rooms 
and the number of students 
who frequent it, Paresky has 
a lot of potential to promote 
different holidays and tradi-

tions. Club members could set 
up a place near the front en-
trance of Paresky or in one of 
its rooms on the second floor 
where they could briefly share 
their religious beliefs and the 
different traditions that ac-
company them. 

We can also use All-School 
Meeting to inform students 
about under-recognized win-
ter holidays. During the holi-
day season, guest speakers and 
knowledgeable faculty mem-
bers could talk about holidays 
such as Hanukkah and Kwan-
zaa and explain their roles in 
Jewish and African-American 
cultures, respectively. Inform-
ing students about the tradi-
tions and holidays that are im-
portant to some of our peers 
would foster a community in 
which non-Christian students 
can feel included and safe.

Even by simply referring to 
winter as “the holiday season” 
instead of “Christmas time,” 
we can all avoid immediately 

excluding winter holidays and 
traditions that exist in mi-
nority cultures. When having 
conversations with friends or 
family, one can also try to talk 
more about less recognized 
winter holidays.

Although our community 
should embrace non-Chris-
tian holidays, we should not 
prevent students from en-
joying and participating in 
Christmas activities since it is 
also a very important holiday 
to many people at our school. 
We should realize and accept, 
however, that there are reli-
gions and holidays other than 
just Christianity and Christ-
mas. While Christmas and its 
celebrants should not be sup-
pressed, our school should 
focus more on educating its 
students about marginalized 
holidays. 

Sharing the Holiday Spirit 
Caroline Yun

Caroline Yun is a two year Low-
er from New York, NY.

a.sterling/the phillipian
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Correction:
     A News article last week misstated the position title of Fernando 
Alonso. He will be the Dean of Adminstration and Finance, a new 
position created by Head of School John Palfrey. The new Chief 
Financial Officer, Andrea Nix, will report to Alonso.
    The Phillipian regrets the error.
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Over Winter vacation, 
like many other people 
worldwide, my fam-

ily and I flocked to the theater 
to watch the long-awaited, 
newly released “Star Wars” 
movie. Though I have never 
been a “Star Wars” fan per 
se, I was pleasantly surprised 
when John Boyega removed 

his stormtrooper helmet to 
reveal his dark skin; when Lu-
pita Nyong’o’s voice flowed 
from Maz Kanata’s mouth; and 
when Daisy Ridley’s Rey, sport-
ing baggy pants and no visible 
makeup, did not need a love in-
terest to command the respect of 
her peers.

Diversity in the media has 
been an ongoing struggle in this 
country since Hollywood rose 
to power in the early 20th cen-
tury. While some progress has 
been made, as demonstrated by 
the less homogenous cast of the 
newest “Star Wars” film, the is-
sue is far from resolved. Accord-
ing to a study by the USC Annen-
berg School for Communication 
and Journalism, over 73 percent 
of lead actors in 2014’s most pop-
ular films were white despite 
the fact that people of color now 
make up about 40 percent of the 
United States population. Equal-
ly disproportionate, 79 percent 
of lead roles in films were male – 
and of the women who did earn 
leads, only half were portrayed 
as strong protagonists. 

As an Asian-American female 
born in San Diego and raised in 
Massachusetts, I have experi-

enced firsthand the psychologi-
cal effects of being forgotten in 
my own country. For as long as 
I can remember, I have excit-
edly set out for the theater only 
to sit for two hours, mesmerized 
by the narratives of other people 
never similar to me or my family.

The fact that the number of 

famous Asian-American actors 
can be counted on one hand 
attests to the clear issue that 
plagues Western media. Lucy 
Liu, Jackie Chan and Daniel Dae 
Kim are some of the only Asian-
American actors ever to work 
their way into a world that has 
shut out people of color since its 
creation.

When I was young, I tried not 
to let it bother me that every ac-
tress I have ever admired, from 
Jennifer Lawrence to Emma 
Watson, Anne Hathaway to An-
gelina Jolie, has, without fail, 
fit this country’s definition of 
beauty as fair skin and lighter 
eyes. But after 16 years of be-
ing denied representation in the 
theaters of my home, the dis-
heartening experience of invisi-
bility, of growing up with no one 
who resembles me to idolize, 
has taken its toll. Hollywood, by 

omitting people of color from its 
casts, continues to send the mes-
sage to children and adults alike 

that white is normal, that white 
is ideal, that white is America. 
Hollywood has declared again 
and again that the rest of us do 
not belong.

More than simply influencing 
our fears or interests, the media 
plays a crucial role in how we 
understand race, gender, sexu-

ality, class and all other aspects 
of our identity. With every ticket 
sold or season renewed, mov-
ies and television shows are not 
just telling fictional stories to us; 
they are selling ideas about who 
we are and who we should strive 
to become. When we see white 
people always in the spotlight 
while people of color are por-
trayed as maids, gang members, 
stuttering nerds, incompetent 
athletes, terrorists or perpetual 
foreigners, stereotypes are im-
bued with meaning and drilled 

into our heads as truth. For my 
entire life, it has been not only 
frustrating but also hurtful when 
Asian-American actors who do 
secure minor roles are shown 
tripping over their feet and hov-
ering over their calculators like 
math is the only air they breathe. 

While Andover students can-
not control the castings of our 
favorite movies, we can contin-
ue to encourage discussions of 
race on campus and be mindful 
of the struggle that is nowhere 
near complete. One movie with 
one black stormtrooper does 
not mean that change has ar-
rived, that the problem has been 
solved. Only when our country 
can finally accept the salience 
of our nation’s diversity – when 
Hollywood can trust that tickets 
will sell even if a cast includes 
people of more than one color – 
can we sit back, relax and enjoy 
our popcorn.

Diversity: One Stormtrooper at a Time
Alexa Tsay

Alexa  Tsay is a three-year Upper 
from Pasadena, CA., and an Associ-
ate Sports Editor for The Phillipian. 

Winter vacation 
scattered Andover 
students across the 

country and globe, but many 
witnessed Steve Harvey errone-
ously crown Miss Colombia as 
Miss Universe 2015.  If anyone 
didn’t watch it live, they cer-
tainly saw pictures and videos 
of the gaffe on social media for 
days. The incident made global 
headlines as one of the most 
awkward moments of the year, 
appearing in countless internet 
memes, GIFs and articles. The 
most embarrassing part of the 
Miss Universe Pageant, howev-
er, was not the slip-up in crown-
ing the winner, but the severe 
backlash and hatred the Miss 
Universe participants received 
from supposed “feminists.” 

Critics took to social media 
to express their outrage about 
the Miss Universe Pageant 
and its objectification of the 
participants. They argued that 
any woman who subjected 
herself to a competition based 
entirely on looks was inher-
ently not feminist. This argu-
ment, however, undermines 
the entire purpose of the femi-
nism movement: equal politi-
cal, social and economic rights 
for all women.

Condemning women who 
choose to participate in beau-
ty pageants, like the Miss Uni-
verse Pageant, by declaring 
them not “true feminists” does 
nothing but perpetuate the 
internal misogyny, or girl-on-
girl hate, that many feminists 
are working so desperately to 
end. Just as women have the 
right to cover up if they wish, 
we must respect the wishes of 

women who bare their bodies 
and/or participate in pageants 
like Miss Universe; any femi-
nist who believes that women 
must adhere to a set of unwrit-
ten rules about herself and her 
body is wildly ignorant of the 
real tenets of feminism. 

The policing of other wom-
en’s bodies masked as femi-
nism promotes the stigma 
that has long shrouded femi-
nism and endangers the femi-
nist movement that is taking 
place on and off our campus. 
When these misguided voices 
become the loudest, they are 
soon the only ones that are 
heard and listened to. Often, 
this deceitful representation 
silences and ignores numer-
ous subsections and facets of 
the movement, shutting some 
women out of the conversa-
tion.

False feminism is used as 
an excuse to talk down other 
women’s choices and interests. 
Although there is much to be 
said about the way the Miss 
Universe Pageant values the 
participants’ appearances over 
other aspects of their identi-
ties, attacking the moral fiber 
of the participants themselves 
is unhelpful and counterintui-
tive to feminism’s goal. Rather 
– on social media, in Women’s 
Forum and in feminist litera-
ture classes – the discussion 
surrounding Miss Universe 
should focus on including and 
uniting all women against the 
real issue: systemic sexism 
that harms us all. 

Feminism and Misplaced Crowns

Emily Ndiokho is a two-year 
Lower from Allen, TX. Adrienne 
Zhang is a two-year Lower from 
Hong Kong. Both are Columnists 
for The Phillipian.

Emily Ndiokho
Adrienne Zhang

Columnists

Bridging the gap

k.park/the phillipian

Diversity in the media 
has been an ongoing 

struggle in this country 
since Hollywood rose to 
power in the early 20th 

century. 

As an Asian-American 
female...I have 

experienced firsthand 
the psychological effects 
of being forgotten in my 

own country. 

Hollywood...continues 
to send the message to 

children and adults alike 
that white is normal, that 
white is ideal, that white 

is America. 

One movie with one 
black stormtrooper does 
not mean that change 
has arrived, that the 

problem has been solved.

e.wu/the phillipian
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As he walked into one of the two 
new classrooms in the basement of the Rebecca 
M. Sykes Wellness Center, Andrew Cortner ’17 
turned off the lights, powered on the projector 
and began his presentation. Cortner’s presenta-
tion was about “Feeling Blue,” an up-and-coming 
student health magazine created by Dear Sam, 
Andover’s student health club. Cortner is one of 
many students beginning to use the new center, 
which was designed with hopes of expanding 
health and wellness opportunities at Andover.

The Wellness Center opened at the begin-
ning of Winter Term and combines both mental 
and physical health treatment facilities, as part 
of an increasing focus on “Empathy & Balance” 
in the Strategic Plan. The center aims to be the 
epicenter of the community in addition to being 
an infirmary by incorporating not only medi-
cal facilities but also spaces for yoga, conference 
rooms, an open garden to host school events and 
a newly designed sleep room. 

“Kids don’t have to just come to the health 
center for health and wellness individual ap-
pointments,” said Carol Israel, Director of Coun-
seling. “The [Wellness Center] will be sponsoring 
activities that bring people in. You don’t have to 
have a problem with your health – medical or 
psychological. We really will have many more 
educational activities. The community piece is 
what we’ll do much more easily.”

The Sykes Wellness Center signifies a shift in 
priorities among the faculty and staff at Andover, 
Israel said.

“I think too often we put our own health on 
hold,” said Jennifer Elliott ’94, Dean of Students. 
“We really need to be taking care of ourselves and 
recognizing how central [it] is for us to be able to 
be really productive members of our community. 
So I think that in some ways, we’ve gotten off 
track a bit, and I’m hoping [the Wellness Center] 
is going to be a building that sort of grounds us 

again.”
By merging of the counseling staff and medi-

cal staff, the Wellness Center hopes to encourage 
students to reach out and take initiative to receive 
the appropriate care.

“A huge advantage to [the Wellness Center] is 
having multiple services under one roof, so that 
the student experience can be enhanced… We 
wanted to make it a place where people would 
want to go and not shy away, and [we also want-

ed] to make it easy for students to access the care 
that they needed,” said Dr. Amy Patel, Medical 
Director and Co-director of Wellness Education.

The fusion of both physical and mental health 
services as well as the addition of conference cen-
ters and study spaces are purposed to remove the 
stigma of seeking support from counselors.

“I definitely think it reduces [the stigma around 
counseling]... people could be walking there for 
any reason. You just walk up to the front desk, 
and you could be going in there for a PACE class 
or you might be sick or you might want to talk to a 

counselor. Nobody needs to know except for you, 
and that’s kind of important because it’s really up 
to you to take the step and seek whatever assis-
tance you need,” said Cortner.

The Sykes Wellness Center plans to continue 
all efforts of providing services related to sexual 
health.

“We still have reproductive health services, 
contraception, sexually transmitted infection 
testing and opportunities for one-on-one or group 
conversations in all areas of sexual health in the 
Sykes Wellness Center,” said Patel.

The Wellness  Center prioritizes outreach 
and works to invite students to discuss and gain 
awareness of health and wellness. There are plans 
to host panels on eating disorders, depression 
and anxiety where the speakers invited and clubs 
surrounding emotional and physical health will 
actively encourage students to engage in the Well-
ness Center and lead healthy lifestyles. 

“There [will be] a wellness activity every Sun-
day on ‘The Weekender’… [that] came with the 
idea of the Wellness Center. Now, you’ve got your 
movies, you’ve got your dances and you’ve got 
your Sunday wellness activity that’s going to hap-
pen at the Sykes Wellness Center. That’s some-
thing for the whole community – not just for kids 
who have a headache or kids that are stressed,” 
said Israel. 

Aside from the current services offered, the 
Wellness Center staff is also developing a new 
health and wellness curriculum designed to take 
place throughout all four years of an Andover 
student’s education. The curriculum will combine 
PACE with some new courses addressing issues of 
health, wellness, empathy and balance.

“The curriculum will be some about how we 
treat each other, in terms of race, class, culture, 
gender [and] some about how we treat ourselves, 
in terms of basic self care, drugs and alcohol, 
eating disorders [and] sexuality... The idea is that 
there’s a recognition of taking care of individual 
community health, and wellness shouldn’t be a 
side issue,” said Israel. 

The Wellness Center team is also working to 
provide more skill-based training concerning 
drugs and alcohol to students as preventative 
measures in response to the recent Taylor Hall 
contraband incident, where several cluster deans 

and faculty members conducted a dorm-wide 
search and found drug-related paraphernalia and 
alcohol in about a third of the rooms. With plans 
to hold informational classes and discussions on 
substance abuse, the Wellness Center staff aims to 
teach students how they can handle their emo-
tions and deal with stress productively. 

“There’ll be a big push to do more stress man-
agement stuff… It’s not saying don’t do drugs or 
don’t drink. It’s saying: here, let’s give you a va-

riety of ways to cope with stress and to cope with 
peer pressure, so you have some options of what 
to do in those situations. It’s skill building rather 
than giving you the facts. It’s building your skills 
to handle peer pressure, stress and intense emo-
tions,” said Israel. 

From the beginning, the Wellness Center was 
designed specifically to promote health and well-
ness through both the educational services offered 
and the architectural components that include 
bright colors and a spacious layout.

“The focus is on wellness and prevention so 
that students and the community can achieve 
their personal best: physically, mentally, emotion-
ally. Providing education and information with 
that focus in mind has been built into everything. 

[For] example, the waiting room was designed 
with video capability to deliver healthy tips, mind-
fulness strategies and wellness education,” said 
Catherine Golas, Administrative Director of the 
Wellness Center.

Students’ reactions to the center, thus far, have 
been positive. The uplifting atmosphere of the 
Wellness Center is attracting students from all 
grades, either for health purposes, special speak-
ers, club meetings or studying.  

“When you walk into the new [Wellness] 
Center, you see all the most up-to-date technol-
ogy. You see the staff buzzing around... They’ve 
created some new classrooms, where they can 
actually use the Wellness Center for more educa-
tional components rather than just [a] treatment 
center,” said Michael Najem ’16.

“I’d like to see more thought process go into 
how the classrooms and basement of the Well-
ness Center could be used for education purpos-
es rather than just counseling, as PACE classes 
have already begun taking place there,” said 
Najem.

Several students also believe that the Well-
ness Center will inspire the entire community 
to focus more on well-being. The location of the 
Wellness Center at the heart of campus, rather 
than having the Isham Health Center in West 
Quad North and Graham House in Abbot, makes 
the new facilities more accessible to students 
and allows them to visit the new building with 
ease.

“It’ll be easier for students to access [the 
Wellness Center] and it’ll be useful for them so 
when they need support they’ll all be in one place. 
They don’t need to go around campus everyday...I 
would use it more if I knew that those two were 
connected in one place, and if I get sick, it will be 
easier to walk to the middle of campus and not go 
away to the edge of campus,” said Serena Liu ’19. 

In the future, the Sykes Wellness Center staff 
hopes to have students use the Wellness Center 
more frequently by regaining the homey atmo-
sphere of Graham House. 

“I bet there’s some nostalgia around parts of 
Isham [but] there was a real readiness for there to 
be a new medical space. I think, like any change, 
especially a change mid-year, there’s sort of a 
shifting of patterns and routines in terms of get-

ting used to a new building,” said Elliott.
“But the other piece I guess I would offer... I 

think the centrality of the physical location on 
our campus is huge. And it’s really important  in 
terms of the message it sends to all of our commu-
nity members that our wellness is really impor-
tant,” continued Elliott.

“I think it’s really great. It’s a beautiful building. I went inside 
once because I was faking an illness, just because I wanted to 
look at it. It is really great inside. I think it’s good that our school 
is taking action – taking a motion toward mental health.”

MIKE CODRINGTON
Class of 2018

“Kids don’t have to just come to the [Wellness Center] for 
health and wellness individual appointments. The [Wellness 
Center] will be sponsoring activities that bring people in. You 
don’t have to have a problem with your health – medical or psy-
chological. We really will have many more educational activities. 
The community piece is what we’ll do much more easily.”

Dr. CAROL ISRAEL
Director of Counseling

“When you walk into the new health center, you see all the 
most up-to-date technology, you see the staff buzzing around...
they’ve created some new classrooms, where they can actu-
ally use the Wellness Center for more educational components 
rather than just [a] treatment center.”

MICHAEL NAJEM
Class of 2016

“A huge advantage to the Sykes [Wellness Center] is having 
multiple services under one roof, so that the student experience 
can be enhanced… We wanted to make it a place where people 
would want to go and not shy away, and [we also wanted] to 
make it easy for students to access the care that they needed.”

Dr. AMY PATEL
Medical Director and Co-director of Wellness Education

“It’ll be easier for students to access [the Wellness Center] 
and it’ll be useful for them so when they need support they’ll all 
be in one place. They don’t need to go around campus everyday... 
I would use it more if I knew that those two were connected in 
one place, and if I get sick, it will be easier to walk to the middle 
of campus and not go away to the edge of campus.” 

SERENA LIU
Class of 2019

SYKES
BY THE NUMBERS

SEEN AT SYKES
S t u d e n t s  a n d  f a c u l t y  s h a r e  t h e i r  f i r s t  i m p r e s s i o n s  o f  t h e  n e w  We l l n e s s  C e n t e r .

“I definitely think it 
reduces [the stig-
ma around counsel-
ing]...people could 
be walking there for 
any reason... Nobody 
needs to know except 
for you.

ANDREW CORTNER
Class of 2017

“I think too often we 
put our own health on 
hold...We really need 
to be taking care of 
ourselves and recog-
nizing how central [it] 
is for us to be able to 
be really productive 
members of our com-
munity. 

JENNIFER ELLIOTT
Dean of Students

“The focus is on well-
ness and prevention 
so that students and 
the community can 
achieve their person-
al best: physically, 
mentally, emotionally. 
Providing education 
and information with 
that focus in mind has 
been built into every-
thing.” 

CATHERINE GOLAS
Administrative Director of

the Sykes Wellness Center

*According to The Phillipian’s 2015 State of the Academy.
The Fitts Memorial Garden behind the Sykes Wellness Center.
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“From day one [at]   An-
dover, you not only feel 
like you’re among top 
faculty, but [you feel like] 
you’re also among kids 
who have a huge diversity 
of backgrounds from all 
over the world,” said Koh.

 “[Alums] not only have 
a great network, so when 
you go to different places 
you can see people from 
Andover that you know, 
but it gives you a different 
perspective on life that 
you wouldn’t normally 
have,” said Koh.

In the summer of his 
Upper Year at Andover, 
Koh worked at the late 
Senator Ted Kennedy’s 
Boston office and was 
immersed in all aspects 
of the political business. 
There, he learned basic 
services, such as writ-
ing letters and answer-
ing phone calls. After 
graduating from Harvard 
College in 2007 with a 
Bachelor’s Degree in gov-
ernment, Koh completed 
a one-year fellowship 
with the late Boston May-
or Tom Menino, and then 
worked at “The Huffing-

ton Post” for two years 
before returning to Bos-
ton to serve as Walsh’s 
Chief of Staff.

“[Working in public 
service] forces me to re-
ally understand a number 
of different things, and it 
forces me to be really up 
on the news everyday. No 
matter what job you have, 
I think it’s helpful to re-
ally be up on the news, so 
this is a great opportunity 
to do that while doing it 
for a full-time living,” he 
said.

Koh credits the teach-
ers he met at Andover for 
helping prepare him to 
take on the daunting and 
fast-paced job of Chief 
of Staff. One of those re-
lationships was an un-
likely connection to Leon 
Modeste, Director of Ath-
letics, on a community 
service trip to South Car-
olina, and was inspired by 
Modeste’s leadership as a 
football coach. 

“Consistently upbeat, 
[Koh] has always radi-
ated a positive energy 
that makes others want to 
follow in his lead. While 
here, [Koh] earned the 
respect of both faculty 
and students because of 

his respect for all,” said 
Modeste in an interview 
with The Phillipian.

Seth Bardo, Instructor 
in English and a teacher 
to Koh in his Junior year, 
said, “[Koh]’s exceptional 
qualities were instilled by 
his family, his dedicated 
parents and his exem-

plary siblings. He came 
to Andover as a young boy 
who, unlike most of his 
adolescent peers, already 
possessed a mature mor-
al compass, one that has 
continued to guide him.”

Koh ’03 Credits Andover for Preparing 
Him for Current Role as Chief of Staff

“I think of feminism per-
sonally as becoming some-
thing else, growing toward 
justice. Gender is a big part 
of that, because it is a so-
cial force, but there are also 
other social forces such as 
racism and classism and ho-
mophobia that put us in our 
categories and divide us,” 
said Staffaroni.

At Andover, Staffaroni 
teaches a Senior elective ti-
tled “A Room of Their Own,” 
a course focused on women’s 
literature. Through essays, 
short stories and artwork, 
Staffaroni strives to high-
light the plurality of femi-
nism, and she emphasizes 
the idea that feminism alone 
will not achieve justice. 

“[The authors read in 
class] are all women and in 
their writing they teach us 
about the history of femi-
nism. I wouldn’t say that 
their books are necessarily 
activism, I just kind of put 
them in a category to study 
feminist thinking, gender, 
equality… that includes race 
and class and a lot of other 
things too,” said Staffaroni.

On campus, Staffaroni is 
also an advisor for Women’s 
Forum (WoFo). She regu-
larly meets with the board of 
the club to discuss possible 

issues relating to feminism.
“I love working with 

WoFo because it is not a 
classroom: it is just a space 
to express oneself and for 
me to get a sense of the field 
of feminism. Every week in 
WoFo it is a different topic 
and different people show 
up and different people ex-
press their own view of a 
more genderly-just world,” 
said Staffaroni.

Carmen Bango ’16, a 
member of the WoFo board, 
said, “[Staffaroni] has this 
visible understanding in a 
way. She definitely shows 
that she values your input 
but she also just gives you so 
many valuable new things to 
think about and so I think it 
is a lot about mutual respect, 
and she is just a really genu-
inely kind and beautiful per-
son inside and out.”

Among her many role 
models, Staffaroni praised 
Roxane Gay, cultural critic, 
writer and editor, in particu-
lar.

“I read [Gay’s] book and 
devoured it in one sitting. 
She wants to make sure that 
feminism fits people living 
their lives,” said Staffaroni.

Staffaroni especially 
takes Gay’s advice into ac-
count when facing adversity. 
Although she believes that 
there will always be a stigma 
associated with feminism, 
she has learned to take the 
high road in these situations 
and tries to listen and under-
stand where people who op-
pose feminism are coming 
from.

“I kind of like having 
some adversaries, it keeps 
me sharp… The hard part 
is figuring out where those 
people are, what are the 
biases that are preventing 
them from seeing that as 
the case. The stigma here 
is a little bit like the stigma 
everywhere, when you have 
the power you want to hold 
onto it. When you have priv-
ilege, you are blind to it,” 
said Staffaroni.

Staffaroni Emphasizes 
Intersectionality Alongside Gender Equality

Cont. from A1, Col. 4

The DC process begins when a student is 
caught violating a major rule. Major rule viola-
tions include, but are not limited to, academic 
dishonesty, theft and use or possession of alco-
hol or drugs.

01Rule Violation
Step One

Once caught violating a major rule, the stu-
dent’s Cluster Dean is subsequently notified of 
the violation, and he or she then contacts the 
student, the student’s parents or legal guard-
ians, a Cluster Co-President and a DC Repre-
sentative. 

Two Cluster Co-Presidents and two DC Rep-
resentatives are elected from each of the five 
clusters every spring. Elected students are ris-
ing Seniors who will serve as representatives 
throughout their Senior year

Notification
Step Two

The DC Process
A comprehensive guide to the ins-and-outs of the DC 

procedure, from the start to the aftermath.

After being contacted by their respective Clus-
ter Dean, the student works with their DC Rep-
resentative or Cluster President, to draft a state-
ment that details the circumstances of the rule 
infraction.

 

Student Statement
Step Three

“All of the students and faculty that are on the dis-
ciplinary committee know that kids make mistakes. 
More than anything, [the DC process] is about 
learning how you can move forward and change 
what you’ve been doing so you don’t go through the 
same thing again and so you set a positive example 
for everyone else.”” Vienna Kuhn ’16

West Quad South Cluster Co-President

Once the statement is prepared, the student 
finds a faculty member support-person to accom-
pany them to the actual DC meeting. Finally, the 
Cluster Dean convenes the DC and notifies the 
student, the Cluster Co-President, the DC Rep-
resentative (whomever is on the rotating cycle), 
the Cluster DC Faculty Representative, the House 
Counselor or Day Student Advisor and the sup-
port-person of the student’s choice. The Cluster 
DC Faculty Representatives are Fernando Alonso 
(Abbot), Ellen Greenberg (Flagstaff), Caroline 
Odden (Pine Knoll), Kathy Birecki (West Quad 
North) and Pat Farrell (West Quad South).

Support-Person
Step Four

Once a decision has been made by the Com-
mittee, the student is called back into the room 
and informed of the decision. This decision is 
one of four possible disciplinary responses: 
Warning, Probation, Suspension or Dismissal. 
If the student in question is a student leader, 
such as a Co-President, proctor, prefect or cap-
tain, they may be asked to step down from their 
position.
 

Disciplinary Response
Step Five

If the disciplinary response the student re-
ceives is Probation or higher, they are required 
to report the incident when applying to col-
leges. When given Warning, the student must 
meet with a Warning Counselor. If the student 
commits the same major rule, it is grounds for 
dismissal. However, if the student commits a 
different rule violation, the student will not be 
dismissed. When the student receives Probation, 
the student must regularly meet with a faculty 
member of their choice throughout the duration 
of their disciplinary period.

In rare cases, the student may appeal the 
decision of the DC. This process can occur only 
if it is found that the committee did not adhere 
to proper DC regulations, or if new information 
comes to light after the DC is finished. The ap-
peal is submitted to Elliott, who will review the 
case if the infraction received a Warning or Pro-
bation. In the case of Suspension or Dismissal, 
Linda Carter Griffith, Assistant Head of School 
for Equity and Inclusion, will review the deci-
sion.

Post-DC Meeting
Step Six

“The point of a DC is to be educational and to of-
fer an opportunity for a student to reflect upon his 
or her decision making and to think about how to 
make better choices moving forward. Andover’s 
disciplinary process rests at its core based upon 
education in the belief that kids learn from their 
mistakes and that kids, with proper reflection, su-
pervision and deliberate and proactive adjustment 
will learn.” ”Jennifer Elliott ’94

Dean of Students
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Emma Staffaroni
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Cont. from A1, Col. 6

“[The independent proj-
ect] was really powerful be-
cause it gave me a chance to 
explore my passions in high 
school, which I had thought 
as the place where you follow 
rules and do what people tell 
you. I experienced [Ando-
ver] as a much more passion-
based experience, especially 
towards the end of my time,” 
said Mazen.

“I remember Nadeem 
as bright, hardworking, in-
dependent and principled. 
He clearly continues to ex-
emplify all of those qualities 
in ways that are ever more 
admirable. I am particularly 
inspired by his work on the 
Cambridge City Council. He 
combines hard work, hon-
esty, persistence, articulate-
ness, courage and commit-
ment to the general good in 
ways that are exemplary,” 
said Hodgson. 

At Andover, Mazen was 
also a member of Boys Var-
sity Squash and Varsity Ul-
timate. He noted that the 
experiences he gained from 
both teams taught him about 
teamwork and leadership.

“Ultimate Frisbee for 
me with [Head Coach] Scott 
Hoenig was incredible edu-
cation and teamwork.  I 
wasn’t always succeeding, so 
I learned a lot about how not 
to lead and how to lead from 
[Hoenig’s] example and from 
people like Greg Booth ’02, 
who was the captain. Greg 
taught me a lot about the in-
terpersonal aspects of being 
a high achiever,” said Mazen.

Mazen encourages stu-
dents to find their passion 
and to find the balance be-
tween pursuing their pas-
sions and investing in a fi-
nancial plan to support their 
endeavors. 

“I would definitely say 
find your passion. Find what 
makes you wake up early, 
despite four hours of sleep, 
to love. Find a way that you 
can attach it to some kind 
of financial process or plan. 
The idea of following your 
dreams is great… but you 
have to find that mix… so 
that you’re not left high and 
dry when you graduate and 
you’re like, ‘What am I sup-
posed to do with my life?’ ” 
said Mazen.

Mazen first learned about 
the “maker movement,” the 
growth of the availability of 
spaces for innovation around 
the world, 15 years ago at 
the M.I.T. Media lab. He has 
since been a leading voice in 
education and the “maker 
movement.”

Mazen ’02 Encourages
Students to Find Balance 

When in Pursuit of a Career  
Cont.  from A1, Col. 6

COURTESY OF JEAN NAGY/ BOSTON.COM

Dan Koh ’03 stands in the Mayor’s office.

“I’m still thinking about 
the decision. There are 
things I like about the four-
by-five. I think longer peri-
ods have a lot of potential, 
but I have a lot of concerns 
as well… There are tweaks 
within our current schedule 
that might make sense, that 
wouldn’t require totally 
overhauling the schedule, 
but could address some of 
the main issues that people 
are having,” said Willa Abel, 
Instructor in Biology.

“I’m in favor of [four-
by-five] schedule that will 
allow for more meaning-
ful class time. The current 
schedule, as far as I’m con-
cerned, does not allow for 
that. And I think it is in the 
best interest of the Academy 
and in the best interest of 
students to have a schedule 
that will improve the qual-
ity of life on campus,” said 
Damany Fisher, Instructor 

in History and Social Sci-
ences.

In addition, different de-
partments generally have 
been seen to favor different 
schedule choices. 

For the Music Depart-
ment, the four-by-five 
scheduling option poses a 
problem because of the lack 
of red-dot periods for Ju-
niors. Much of the depart-
ment’s activities, such as 
music lessons, chamber mu-
sic and orchestra, happen 
outside of the academic day.

“The four-by-five is a 
little bit challenging be-
cause incoming ninth grad-
ers will be very difficult to 
schedule… It would seem 
like everyone has free times 
at the same time, and we do 
not have enough practice 
rooms to accommodate ev-
erybody,” said Holly Barnes, 
Director of Performance in 
the Music Department.

The Art Department 
also expressed both pros 
and cons for the two op-

tions. 
“The longer time periods 

are very good for the Art 
Department... On the other 
hand, because our depart-
ment is mostly term-con-
tained courses, four start-
ups during the year would 
be exhausting, especially 
with very little break in be-
tween,” said Elaine Crivelli, 
Instructor in Art. 

“A lot of the faculty feel 
like they are ready for some 
kind of thoughtful change 
in the way we teach and 
organize our time, and 
are hoping that we make a 
change [by] either tweaking 
the current schedule or the 
four-by-five,” said Barnes. 

The Schedule/Calendar 
Implementation Working 
Group will be holding in-
formational meetings in the 
Mural Room next week. At 
the event, students will be 
given the opportunity to 
learn more about and pro-
vide feedback on the two 
schedule options.

Students have already 
been expressing varying 
opinions about the remain-
ing two schedule options, 
prior to the meeting.

“Personally, I don’t like 
the 75-minute periods, be-
cause I find it a bit hard for 
students to stay focused for 
that long of a period. I feel 
like it would be a good idea 
if teachers could add a five 
minute break, or like a break 
in between,” said Andy Sali-
tre ’18. 

While Claire Jungmann 
’18 also said that longer 
classes can be difficult, she 
said that having less home-
work and more time for ex-
tracurriculars and sports 
would be beneficial. 

The times for the infor-
mation session next week 
include Monday from 5:00 
to 6:30 p.m., Tuesday during 
class periods four through 
six, Thursday from 5:00 to 
7:00 p.m. and Friday during 
class periods four through 
six.

Faculty Members to Choose 
Between Two Possible New Schedules

Cont.  from A1, Col. 6

Nadeem Mazen 
L.HAMANN/THE PHILLIPIAN
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New Year, Same Features
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10. Be resolute.
 

9. Think of some new 
weather-related puns. 

8. Learn how to play 
off your slip-and-fall as 
practice for a stunt in 

your new musical. 

7. Stop spying on people 
from the Bell Tower. 

6. Moisturize. 

5. Floss more because 
you eat too much corn.

4. Remember to lock the 
bathroom door when 

you take mirror selfies.
 

3. Join six teams, found 
three clubs and start a 

nonprofit before college 
apps are due. 

2. Get off the “see food” 
diet.

1. Write for Features. 

New Year’s Resolutions

F E A T U R E S  P R E S E N T S

TOP TEN

Schedule Stalkers

From their research 
lab inside the cupola atop 
Samuel Phillips Hall, the 
Features Intelligence 
Board discovered a phe-
nomenon in many Ando-
ver students. Stalk-home 
Syndrome has become 
quite prevalent among An-
dover students in recent 
months since the creation 
of the fateful Heroku app, 
a website that allows stu-

dents to look at the class 
schedules of fellow stu-
dents.

This app generates the 
intense craving to “sched-
ule stalk” a student of 
interest; the Stalk-home 
Syndrome has evolved into 
an unavoidable inclination 
for schedule stalking. 

In an alumni interview 
with Stell Bleedinblu ’82, 
she alleged that life at An-
dover was quite different 
before the development of 

Herokuapp. “In my day, if 
you took a shine to a cer-
tain lad or lass, you had to 
scooter – with a helmet – 
to his or her house at the 
end of the summer in or-
der to read the scroll con-
taining his or her sched-
ule,” wrote Bleedinblu in a 
letter written with quill to 
The Phillipian.

“I schedule-searched 
my boy to find what time 
he would walk out of Gelb. 
I met him there, and we 
had a long, romantic walk 
together in the rain as he 
went to CVS to get his 
pink-eye ointment. Except 
he didn’t know that I was 
there, heheh,” Iem Afterü 
‘16 declared one day af-
ter peeling off her glass-
es-and-mustache disguise. 

“I plastered bae’s 
schedule over every sur-
face of my room. It’s my 
phone background!!! I 
even made 365 CustomInk 
shirts to wear for the rest 
of the year,” Afterü added.

Other students go so 

far as to switch into all of 
their “potential mating 
partners’” classes. Due 
to their high IQs, these 
students have created a 
unique method of stalking.  
They silently follow be-
hind the person of interest 
while holding a room-key 
as low as possible.  This in-
genious method has been 
dubbed “low-key stalking.” 

Students begin to show 
signs of Stalk-home Syn-
drome in their post-pubes-
cence. First, they display a 
sudden high interest in a 
specific person, referring 
to them as their “potential 
mating partner.” 

Then, they sched-
ule-stalk said person. They 
suddenly begin wearing 
camouflage clothing and 
wigs. They locate said per-
son and admire them from 
afar. They develop a close 
friendship with the Sched-
uling Officer. They acquire 
large quantities of add/
drop slips. They change 
their entire schedule.

HARYANI SUMAWIJAYA

Silent Study Effect

Do you see those students flocking to the 
wood-plated room in the library? 

They are the creatures of silence. 
Do you see those feeble humans crunched under 

the burden of their books? 
They are the creatures of silence. 
Do you hear them? No. There is no talking allowed 

in the Garver Room. 
Shhhh. Stop thinking so loudly! 
Welcome to Silent Study. You are now among the 

creatures of silence. Tread lightly, as they may glare, 
snap or click their pens at you. 

You now stand witness to the Silent Study Effect 
of Andover.

FEATURES STAFF

Schedule Stalking: a timeless tradition.
S.ENIORTEA/THE PHILLIPIAN

What are those?
M.AJORLAZER/THE PHILLIPIAN

The Netflix Reflix

Things on your to-do 
list: Everything.

A red screen grac-
es your computer. The 
promising seven letters 
glaze over your blood-
shot eyeballs. The load-
ing bar inches across your 
screen: 12%.... 69%…. The 
screen flashes black. Mu-
sic begins to roar out of 
your MacBook speakers 
as a chill slithers up your 
spine. You have started a 
new series, and there is no 

going back. 
A new trend known as 

“Netflix Reflix” has swept 
across Andover’s campus, 
affecting approximately 
5 seasons of the student 
body. 

In an effort to learn 
about the phenomenon, 
The Phillipian interviewed 
one of its followers,  Mer-
edith Grey ’18. Grey ex-
plained that once she fin-
ishes her classes and sits 
down at her desk to study, 
she involuntarily reaches 
for her laptop and turns 

on the latest episode of 
Gossip Girl.  

Grey tells herself that 
she will only watch one 
episode before beginning 
her work, but Blake Live-
ly’s luscious, golden locks 
enthrall her. One episode 
turns into an entire sea-
son.

“I can’t help it. It 
doesn’t even have to be 
“Gossip Girl”. “Scan-
dal”, “Orange is the New 
Black”, “House Hunters” 
and “Barney & Friends” 
also top my list. I always 

end up in the same place, 
complaining the next 
morning about how I had 
so much homework that 
I had to stay awake until 
three, when I really was 
just enveloped in the glory 
of Olivia Pope,” cried Grey. 

Students have been 
spotted watching Netflix 
during class with top-se-
cret wireless ear buds, 
and even watching on 
their Google Glasses on 
the pathways and during 
sports games.  

MOLLY KATARINCIC

Rageaphobia

The Weekender just 
came out. You scan your 
eyes down the “Saturday” 
column. Your heart stops 
for a second. 

You realize there’s a 
dance this weekend. 

You gasp for breath 
while fumbling for your 
Purell spray and Vita-
min C tablets; you know 
you must start preparing 
your immune system now 
if you are ever to survive 
the Saturday night dance.

In the past few years, 
“Rageaphobia,” a fear of 
the extremely unhygien-
ic conditions and over-
all discomfort of school 
dances, has plagued An-
dover students. This in-
tense fear can manifest 

itself in multiple ways.
“I fill up a flask with 

warm chamomile tea to 
sip solemnly in the corner 
when the music gets too 
loud during dances,” said 
Turnitt Downe ’18. 

Students like Downe 
tend to attend dances 
well-equipped with sani-
tation and soundproofing 
devices rather than avoid 
the dance all together, for 
as a wise man once said, 
“face your fears with ear 
muffs and Lysol.”

“Another time, I just 
brought my Yogibo and 
a nice CD of classical ac-
cordion with noise-can-
celling headphones and 
set up shop in the center 
of the dance floor. It was 
really quite nice!” added 
Downe.

Some students, howev-

er, become overwhelmed 
by the sheer uncleanli-
ness at such social events. 

“Prior to attending last 
year’s Gommons dance, 
I wrapped myself com-
pletely in a layer of clear 

saran wrap and then thor-
oughly wiped the wrap 
down with Clorox wipes,” 
said Germa Phoebe ’16, 
president of the Students 
for Sanitary Living Club. 

MARGARET BRAGDON

Plague of the Den Rats
The Den Reflex is a 

common state in which 
a student instinctively 
goes to the Den whenever 
life proves to be difficult. 
These students, known as 
“Den Rats,” use the Den to 

procrastinate. 
At halftime of the 

games they watch at the 
Den, these students, ex-
hausted, will take a break 
from their grueling work-
load to crack open a fresh 
bag of Bark Thins and yell 
at the referee a bit more. 

Or perhaps, if the day 
has proven to be rather 
tough, they will engage in 
some witty banter with 
the cashier. At the end of 
the day, the Den Rats make 
sure to leave behind a siz-
able pile of trash to save 
their seats until their re-
turn. 

Den Rats tend to trav-
el in packs, allowing them 
to stand up to the societal 
pressures of doing work. 
“You know, there’s been a 
lot of peer pressure to ‘do 
homework’ and ‘clean up 
after myself,’ but I’m just 
not about that life,” said 
Remi the Rat. 

For Den Rats, howev-
er, the Den has many more 
uses than just procrastinat-
ing. Perhaps a Den Rat is 
looking for a mate. Noth-
ing attracts the attention 
of a potential mate better 
than getting Naked… fruit 

smoothies with each other 
at the Den. 

The life of Den Rats, 
however, can take a dark 
turn when the money on 
their BlueCards starts to 
run low. They sometimes 
beg passersby to spot them, 
using tempting invitations 
such as, “Come on, man! 
Just once! It’s not even that 
much.” 

Some of the Rats, delu-
sional as they are, will even 
fabricate events, claiming 
to have “spotted” that per-
son money for Den food 
before. “Remember that 
one time? You owe me,” 
they’ll say. 

Andover students, once 
rumored to be proficient in 
mathematics, become pe-
culiarly bad at adding upon 
facing accusations that 
they owe someone money. 

CONNOR DEVLIN

Bohemian Wrapsody.
LYSOL.TIME.LOW/THE PHILLIPIAN

Bad Rattitude.
D.ENERGIZE/THE PHILLIPIAN
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Kaitlin Hoang ’17 anchored Andover’s backline during the Patsy K. Odden Invitational Tournament.
J.WOLFE/ THE PHILLIPIAN
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With 22 seconds left in the third 
period of the championship game, 
Meggan Rodriguez ’17 scored the 
tying goal off a scramble at the net, 
sending Andover Girls Hockey into 
overtime against Lawrenceville. 
Charlotte Welch ’18 proceeded to 
score the game-winning goal just 
41 seconds into overtime, secur-

ing Andover’s first place win in the 
Patsy K. Odden Invitational Tour-
nament at Taft over Winter Break. 

Throughout the first two periods 
and long into the third, the cham-
pionship game was scoreless, until 
Lawrenceville took the lead with 
3:13 left to play. Instead of cracking 
under the pressure of a last-minute 
setback, Andover pulled its goalie 
with 2:28 left on the clock in order 
to have an extra skater on the ice. 
In a quick payoff, Rodriguez’s goal 
ended up stealing the victory.

“The amazing thing was that the 
girls really didn’t look fazed by be-
ing down with so little time left. I 
think that having had three over-
time games already gave them the 
confidence and poise they needed,” 
said Head Coach Martha Fenton 
’83.

Although Andover opened the 
tournament with a 2-1 loss to Tabor 
in overtime, the team rebounded 
quickly with victories against Taft, 
Loomis Chaffee and Lawrencev-
ille. Goalies Alexa Matses ’18 and 
Ashley Tucker ’18 both played cru-
cial roles in the team’s success.

Co-Captain Kasey Welch ’16 
said, “Alexa and Ashley are two ex-
tremely talented players, but they 
played especially spectacularly 
during this tournament, and there 
is not a single doubt in my mind 
that the result of the tournament 
would not have been as strong if 
they hadn’t been so amazing. Their 
phenomenal playing inspired the 
team to keep playing their hardest 
even when the scoreboard wasn’t 
reflecting the effort we were put-
ting in.”

Both goalies allowed only two 
regulation goals each in the entire 
tournament. Even more impres-
sively, Matses totalled 78 saves and 
Tucker made 49. 

“Our goalies, Alexa and Ashley, 
played exceptionally and without 
them we would definitely not have 
made it nearly as far,” Charlotte 
Welch said.

Elizabeth Holubiak ’18 add-
ed, “Our goalies were a huge part 
of our success. Alexa and Ashley 
stood on their heads and kept us in 
those long games.”

In addition to Andover’s goal-

ies, Charlotte Welch proved to be 
a critical player, scoring overtime 
goals in both the game against Taft 
and again in the championship 
match against Lawrenceville. Ka-
sey Welch and Co-Captain Miran-
da Nestor ’16 also played essential 
roles, as they provided leadership 
and anchored the team throughout 
the tournament.

“Our Captains Kasey and Mi-
randa kept us strong and positive 
in key situations, which kept up 
the focus and energy going into 
overtime and shootouts,” said Hol-
ubiak.

Kaitlin Hoang ’17 said, “Kasey 
and Miranda set the bar really high 
for our team.”

Overall, the teams at the tour-
nament proved to be Andover’s 
toughest competition yet, but by 
playing as a unit throughout its 
four games, Andover was ultimate-
ly able to overcome the challenge 
and take first place.

“All of the teams in the tourna-
ment were very close in skill level, 
leading us to two shootouts. We 
had yet to play competition at that 

caliber during the season so the Ta-
bor game came as a wake-up call. 
The other games of Taft, Loomis 
and Lawrenceville were all games 
that tested our grit,” said Kasey 
Welch.

Matses said, “The biggest part of 
success with us was our willingness 
to push through adversity, know-
ing the other teams were some of 
the most skilled in our league. We 
put out more fight and heart than 
the seemingly more skilled teams.”

Nestor said, “The best part about 
this tournament is that everyone 
played a key role, and we couldn’t 
have won without each and every 
player. We had a team mindset and 
picked each other up when we got 
down.”

After coming home with the tro-
phy, Andover feels more confident 
moving into the rest of its season.

“On and off the ice, everyone 
brings something unique to the 
team, and this tournament was the 
beginning of what I know is going 
to be an unforgettable year,” said 
Kasey Welch. 

Girls Ride Overtime Dominance to Tournament Win

BOYS HOCKEY

Early Lead Paves the Way to Comfortable Win

With a series of crisp passes be-
tween them, Billy Stahley ’16, Jon-
ny Edelson ’17 and Kyle Welch ’18 
beat multiple Pingree defenders, 
leaving Stahley open to slot away 
the game’s opening goal. The mo-
mentum from the early goal car-
ried the team to a 3-1 victory, ele-
vating Andover’s record to 4-6-1.

Andover headed into the game 
having gone 0-5-1 in its last six 
matchups. All five losses were on 
the road, including three at the 
Flood-Marr Tournament over 
break. Because it had triumphed 
over Pingree with a 5-0 win last 
season, Andover was confident it 
could return to its winning ways 
on Wednesday.

Captain Payton Jancsy ’16 said, 
“Our mindset coming into this 
game was, ‘New year, new us.’ It 

was a must-win game for us to 
grab some momentum coming 
down the stretch. Our next few 
games are against top ten teams, 
so this was a great time to get a 
win under our belt.”

Andover roared off to a strong 
start with the goal between Stah-
ley, Edelson and Welch. Soon af-
ter, Pingree responded with a goal 
of its own, and the teams were 
deadlocked at a 1-1 tie heading 
into the first break.

After a sluggish second period 
in which both teams struggled to 
create offensive chances, Ando-
ver found its footing to finish the 
game strong in the third.

Welch said, “We started off 
with a good first period, but we 
got too comfortable in the second. 
Coach made it very clear that we 
needed to give it our all in the last 
period. We came out flying and 
dominated once we started play-
ing our game again.”

Andover notched two goals to 
secure its comfortable win. Tyler 
Levine ’16 put Andover up by one 
in the second, and Stahley tucked 
away an empty netter for his sec-
ond goal of the night, securing the 

3-1 win.
Although Andover cruised to its 

victory, it played without its goal-
ie, Post-Graduate Matt Schoen 
’16, due to injury. The opening 
gave backup keeper Alexandre 
Daccord ’18 his first start of the 
season.

Daccord said, “It felt good to be 
in the net. The boys worked hard 
in front of me and I’m ecstatic 
that we got the win. Hopefully we 
can gain some momentum from 
this game going forward.”

In his first career start for An-
dover, Daccord allowed only one 
goal and kept the offense in the 
game through a fatigue-ridden 
second period. 

Welch said, “Daccord played 
really well in his first start of the 
year. He made some huge saves 
when we needed him to.”

Besides Schoen, injuries to de-
fenseman Jack Legler ’17, forward 
Nick Latham ’16 and forward 
Collin Nugent ’16, among others, 
have proven to be major setbacks 
for Andover. In response, many of 
the team’s younger and less expe-
rienced players will need to step 
up moving forward through the 

season.
Jancsy said, “You hate to see 

so many of the guys go down. It 
puts us in a tough place. However, 
it is a great chance for some un-
derclassmen to step up. Injuries 
happen to every team: it is just a 

matter of how we respond to this 
adversity.”

Andover will look to continue 
to battle through its injuries at 
home on Saturday when it faces 
Choate.

Andover
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3

1
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Tyler Levine ’16 evades a poke check from a defenseman.
J.WOLFE/ THE PHILLIPIAN

Andover

Tabor

1

1

Andover (SO)

Lawrenceville

1

1

Andover

Loomis Chaffee

2

1

Andover

Taft

1

1



B2 SPORTS T h e  P h i l l i p i a n January 8, 2016

CAPTAINS FEATURE
Miranda Nestor ’16

GIRLS HOCKEY

A four-year veteran of 
Andover Girls Hockey, 
Co-Captain Miranda Nestor 
’16 emerged in her Senior 
season to lead by example, 
guiding her team to a first 
place finish in the Patsy K. 
Odden Invitational Tourna-
ment. Nestor’s command of 
the defense has propelled 
the team to an overall record 
of 5-0-3 so far this season.

Nestor’s skillful and con-
fident playing style on the 
ice has set a high standard 
for her teammates to follow.

Co-Captain Kasey Welch 
’16 said, “On the ice, Miran-
da is one of the best players 
on the team… She’s a great 
Co-Captain, because she’s 
assertive but never con-
trolling, and she acts as a 
wonderful role model for 
everyone on the team, my-
self included.”

Nestor’s teammates rec-
ognize her as one of the 
strongest skaters on the 
team. Her control on the ice 
gives her a strong founda-
tion in the game.

Being a defender does 
not restrict Nestor to one 
part of the rink. She fre-
quently pressures the other 
team in the offensive end. 
This strategy is known as a 
forecheck and often results 
in turnovers for Andover. 

Forward Tookie Wilson 
’18 said, “She has a really 
aggressive forecheck, and it 
almost always changes the 
point of attack to put us on 
offense.”

Through forechecking, 
Nestor finds seams into the 
offense. She had a crucial 
assist in Andover’s close 3-2 

win over Northfield Mount 
Hermon. With her power-
ful slapshot, Nestor helps to 
create goal-scoring opportu-
nities.

Clear communication is 
another integral element of 
Nestor’s leadership role on 
the team. Whether the team 
is practicing drills or playing 
in a game, teammates agree 
that Nestor always knows 
what to say in order to get 
the best from them.

“[Nestor] is really great at 
seeing what the team needs 
and responding to it, and her 
confidence as a person con-
tributes to her being a really 
strong leader,” said Welch.

Nestor is known for her 
ability to tell her teammates 
what areas of play need im-
provement during games 
and how to deal with on-ice 
situations.

“She communicates so 
well to us, both on and off 
the ice. On the ice, she is 
constantly talking, which 

is always helpful so that I 
know where pressure from 
the other team is or where 
she is, if she is open,” said 
three-year forward Court-
ney Masotti ’17.

Throughout this sea-
son, Nestor and Welch have 
been attempting to foster a 
strong work ethic across the 
team. Andover’s success has 
stemmed from this attitude, 
as well as from exceptional 
teamwork and chemistry.

Nestor said, “I really love 
being a part of this team. 
One of our strengths is that 
everyone contributes to our 
success. We don’t just have 
two or three players who 
win games for us.”

Guided by Nestor’s at-
titude and leadership, An-
dover has its sights set high 
for a promising season this 
winter.

Stephan Min 
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS  WRITER

Possessing unparalleled 
spirit and energy, four-year 
Senior Co-Captain Kasey 
Welch ’16 has led Andover 
Girls Hockey to a 5-0-3 re-
cord. Along with her fel-
low Co-Captain Miranda 
Nestor ’16, Welch has con-
tributed heavily with her 
strong leadership skills, un-
relenting dedication to the 
team and positive attitude.  

Teammate Courtney 
Masotti ’17 said, “She’s a 
great Captain, and I think 
she has a big presence on 
and off the ice, but one of 
her best qualities is her at-
titude. She is really upbeat 
and always excited about 
whatever we’re doing, and 
she has a way of being pos-
itive about anything and 
everything. I think that 
positivity brings energy 
that motivates us to push 
ourselves.”

Head Coach Martha 
Fenton ’83 also attributed 
Welch’s success as a Cap-
tain to her natural affinity 
for leadership. “Kasey is a 
huge presence for us both 
on the blue line and in the 
locker room. I would say it 
is her consistent and pos-
itive leadership that make 
her a tremendous Captain,” 
she said. 

Since her Junior year, 
Welch has witnessed the 
extraordinary development 
of her team both on and off 
the ice. She said, “We have 
gone from not winning a 
game and few people being 
very happy in the locker 
room to being undefeated 
so far and developing what 
I hope has been a welcom-
ing environment for every 

person on the team, young 
and old.” 

Coach Fenton said, “Our 
goals are to improve as a 
team every day and to ul-
timately compete for the 
New England title, and Ka-
sey and Miranda know bet-
ter than anyone how much 
that would mean to this 
team. This team has come 
a long way since they were 
freshmen, and they have 
been a huge part of the up-
ward climb.”  

This season, Welch has 
particularly high expecta-
tions for her team, as the 
lineup has shown incredi-
ble promise thus far. With 
enough hard work and ef-
fort, she hopes that Ando-
ver will continue its stellar 
record and ultimately make 
a run at the playoffs. 

Welch said, “I am ex-
tremely excited for this 
season for two reasons, the 
potential for the talent that 
we have on this team is un-

rivaled, and because I per-
sonally believe the dynamic 
on the team is the best it’s 
ever been. My goals for 
our season are to make it 
to playoffs and make sure 
people look back at the 
team this year and smile. 
Everyone has been work-
ing extremely hard on and 
off the ice, because they 
know what we can do if we 
set our minds to it.” 

Throughout her Ando-
ver career, Welch has great-
ly developed as an athlete, 
and she looks to help her 
younger teammates do the 
same. 

“This team has been one 
of my favorite parts about 
Andover, and it has pushed 
me to grow as a player and a 
person. I hope to return the 
favor to the players on the 
team this year,” she said.

Drake McFaul
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Kasey Welch ’16

After 21 seasons as Head Coach 
of the Andover Girls Hockey team, 
Martha Fenton ’83 has transformed 
the program into a perennially fierce 
competitor in the New England Pre-
paratory School Athletic Conference 
(NEPSAC). Currently in the midst of 
her 22nd season, Fenton stands at the 
helm of a 5-0-3 team that clinched 
the Championship title at the Patsy 
K. Odden Invitational Tournament 
at Taft in December. 

Fenton uses her extensive back-
ground as a player to effectively man-
age her team. Her chief priority, she 
said, is to motivate and support her 
players, both on and off the ice.

“Sports are ultimately about the 
relationships that are formed and life 
lessons that are learned, so I hope 
to be able to provide the girls with 
a challenging, fun and positive en-
vironment and then give them the 
space to do the rest,” said Fenton.

Fenton’s extensive background 
with hockey began at Andover, 
where she also played field hockey 
and lacrosse. She then proceeded to 
play all three sports at the collegiate 
level at Bowdoin College. 

After graduating from Bowdoin, 
Fenton started her coaching career 
at Phillips Exeter Academy. After her 
three-year stint at Exeter, Fenton be-
gan coaching at Andover. Through-
out the past 22 years, Fenton has 
been an Assistant Coach for Andover 
Field Hockey and a Head Coach for 
Andover Girls Hockey and Andover 
Girls Lacrosse.

Like all coaches, Fenton hopes her 
team will win every time it steps on 
the ice. She does not, however, solely 
judge a season based on the team’s 
record. Rather, she is more con-
cerned with the development of her 
players.

Fenton said, “I hope that we will 
use every practice and game to im-
prove, both individually and as a 
team. [The team’s] work ethic has 
been really impressive so far.”

Players stated that Fenton has 

played a huge role in the team’s im-
provement over the past couple of 
years, largely because of her experi-
enced guidance.

Co-Captain Kasey Welch ’16 said, 
“Coach Fenton is a great presence 
both on and off the ice. She has vastly 
helped my game over the past four 
years, giving me tips after every drill 
during practice and in between shifts 
during the games.” 

To constantly push her team to 
new limits, Fenton said she makes 
an effort to conduct intense, focused 
practices. Her honesty and discipline 
force the team to work hard every 
time it steps on the ice. Most im-
portantly, Fenton does not want her 
players to avoid confronting their 
errors.

Welch said, “Coach Fenton’s expe-
rience allows her to easily see where 
players need certain improvement, 
and she really makes an effort to 
work with girls to correct their mis-
takes. She guides the team towards 
improvement by always giving us 
the motivation and honesty when 
we need it, even when that honesty 
is hard to hear.”

Kaitlin Hoang ’17 said, “Coach 
Fenton knows the game really well, 
and she always pushes me to make 
smarter plays on the puck. She is the 
kind of leader that doesn’t need to 
say many words for her message to 
get across.”

Regarding player development, 
Fenton emphasizes the importance 
of mental toughness and physical 
fitness. Before or after every practice, 
the team goes running or completes 
strength-training sessions in order to 
improve its fitness. 

Hoang said, “All of the games at 
the Taft tournament went into over-
time, and although it is very stress-
ful to play in these moments, Coach 
Fenton helped me to calm down and 
play well.”

Welch said, “During practices, 
[Coach Fenton] puts a lot of empha-
sis on physical fitness, but also on col-
laboration as a team and figuring out 
which players play well together. She 
is very invested in the team’s success. 
Additionally, she truly acts as a moti-

v a -
tor for the team, whether it’s leading 
after-practice workouts or making 
sure we get a good meal after games, 
she truly values the well-being of the 
team.”

Although she values her team’s 
performance in games, Fenton stress-
es that the most important thing to 
do as a team is to support each other. 
She interacts personally with each 
player and makes sure that everyone 
knows how significant their impact 
is on the team. Fenton also stresses 
the importance of putting the team 
before individual needs.

“[Fenton] is a very strong leader. 
Specifically, her leadership is inten-
sified by her ability to be an amazing 
role model. She puts the team first 
over individual players and always 
knows what the team needs to suc-
ceed both on and off the ice… She 
goes to any lengths to do whatever 
is the best for the team,” said Welch.

Under Fenton’s veteran leader-
ship, Andover Girls Hockey looks to 
continue its winning streak over the 
course of the season and ultimately 
mount a successful postseason.

Jennifer Lee
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Martha Fenton ’83
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GIRLS HOCKEY

Charlotte Welch ’18 recieved 
the puck after a combination 
play from Elizabeth Welch ’18 to 
Tookie Wilson ’18, hitting it into 
the top corner of the net to give 
Andover Girls Hockey a 1-0 lead 
against Worcester Academy. A 
late goal by Worcester locked 
the game at a 1-1 tie and moved 
Andover’s regular season record 
to 5-0-3.

Andover scored its lone goal 
at the end of the first period. 
Worcester netted the tying goal 
with six minutes left, propel-
ling the game into hard-fought 
overtime play. Although it main-
tained the lead for the majority 
of the game, Andover’s offense 
demanded more from its for-
wards.

“I think in today’s game we 
were a really resilient team, 
which helps us a lot,” said Wil-
son. “I feel like we could have 
done more on offense to try and 
score more goals. When the oth-
er team scored, our energy defi-
nitely increased and we had a 
refuse-to-lose attitude. Looking 
forward, we will be practicing 
finishing, because it is one thing 
that is lacking right now, but 
overall our mentality of never 
giving up is really awesome.”

Goalie Alexa Matses ’18 said, 
“We had trouble scoring and 
lost our one goal lead, but we 
definitely are going to work on 
power play for next game con-
sidering we are having a hard 
time setting it up and getting 
shots off. I think we did a good 
job bringing up our pace in the 
latter periods and holding until 
the overtime.”  

In addition to the offense, An-

dover looks to shape up its de-
fensive discipline to ensure no 
goals slip past the team in the 
final minutes of the game.

Elizabeth Welch  said, “We 
struggled in the defensive zone 
with marking our checks and 
maintaining position when it 
got chaotic. We need to work on 
our composure in the defensive 
zone, which will lead to quicker 
breakouts and offensive oppor-
tunities. We are also definitely 
going to work on our power play, 
which will allow us to capitalize 
on those opportunities.”

Worcester’s aggressive defen-
sive pressure challenged Ando-
ver’s offense and intensified the 
game in the third period. Matses 
kept Andover alive from the net 
during overtime, playing a cru-
cial role in preventing a loss.

Charlotte Welch  said, 
“[Worcester’s] forecheck was 
really good, which put us on our 
heels. I’m looking forward to 
practicing our new power play 
in practice and getting that down 
which will help us a lot.”

“I think in overtime and in the 
second period we did a good job 
maintaining possession in the 
offensive zone, which allowed 
us scoring opportunities. We 
were aggressive and quick to the 
puck, which established pres-
sure and forced them to make 
errors which we could capitalize 
on,” said Elizabeth Welch.

Co-Captain Kasey Welch ’16 
said, “[This] game wasn’t our 
best. We have been struggling 
to put the puck in the net in the 
past few games, something we 
are definitely going to focus on 
going into this weekend against 
Choate. That being said, we were 
strong defensively, and Alexa 
was great in net.”

Andover’s offense looks to re-
deem itself in its game against 
Choate this Saturday.

Andover

Worcester

1

1

Isabelle Beckwith
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

GIRLS HOCKEY COACH FEATURE

Girls Settle for Tie
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Alexa Matses ’18
GIRLS HOCKEY

Goalie Alexa Matses ’18 
broke onto the Andover 
Girls Hockey scene with 
a 21-save shutout perfor-
mance in the team’s 3-0 
win over Phillips Exeter 
Academy last year. Since 
her debut, she has gained a 
reputation for success in big 
games. 

Competing in-net during 
two games of the Patsy K. 
Odden Invitational Tourna-
ment, Matses’s consistently 
strong performance played 
a crucial role in Andover’s 
tournament victory.

Matses was a force from 
the start of the tournament 
in Andover’s game against 
Tabor’s talented team, sav-
ing 38 shots and only al-
lowing one goal in regula-
tion time. Despite Matses’s 
efforts, Andover fell in a 
shootout. In another start 
against Loomis Chaffee, she 
again allowed only one goal, 
securing the victory for her 
team.

Goalie Ashley Tucker ’18, 
who played the other two 
games in net, said, “Against 
Tabor, Alexa kept us in the 
game even when we were 
getting outplayed, which 
made it really close and gave 
us a chance to win even 
though we did not come out 
victorious in the end. The 
next day against Loomis, 
she played really well again 
and played an integral role 
in that win against a really 
good team. Both of those 
games helped us get to the 
championship, and they 
were also both great contri-
butions to our overall league 
record.”

Head Coach Martha Fen-

ton wrote in an email to The 
Phillipian, “Alexa played two 
tremendous games against 
two of the top teams in the 
league [Tabor and Loomis] 
and only allowed one goal 
in each game. She gave us 
the win we needed in the fi-
nal game of pool play to ad-
vance to the finals. We could 
not have asked any more of 
her. Just as importantly, she 
was incredibly supportive 
of Ashley and the rest of the 
team in the two games she 
did not play.”

Teammate Meggan Ro-
driguez ’17 also credited 
Matses with a major role in 
the team’s victories. 

“Whenever we had bad 
moments, whether it be 
miscommunicating or giv-
ing up turnovers in the neu-
tral zone, she was always 
there, serving as our back-
bone. If it wasn’t for her, all 
our mistakes would have 
been too much and resulted 
in a loss. She kept her calm 
in tough situations,” said 
Rodriguez.

Along with her tremen-
dous tournament perfor-
mance, Matses plays a very 
important role in the team’s 
success during the regular 
season. As one of Andover’s 
commanding leaders on the 
ice, Matses is particularly 
proficient in using her voice 
to communicate with her 
teammates. With the ability 
to see the whole rink, she is 
loud and vocal with the de-
fense.

Co-Captain Kasey Welch 
’16 said, “On the ice, she is 
such a strong player and 
inspires everybody else to 
play better. She leads the 
defensive side of the ice by 
telling us what the defen-
sive needs, and she is great 
at vocalizing what needs to 
be done at certain moments. 

Even though she’s really 
young, her talent as a goalie 
allows her to be a very vocal 
and confident figure in net.”

Coach Fenton said, “Al-
exa is quiet off the ice, but a 
fierce competitor when she 
gets in net. [She] is a great 
communicator on the ice. 
She really directs the team 
in the defensive zone.”

Matses said, “I make sure 
to talk to the defense and tell 
them what to do. I’m loud, 
especially if they do not see 
something and I can.”

Matses’s talent is attribut-
ed to her work ethic, devo-
tion to the game and love 
for her position. She began 
playing goalie in fifth grade 
and has evolved into a star 
player for Andover.

Coach Fenton said, “Alexa 
has worked year-round to 
develop herself as a hockey 
goalie, and it is that work 
ethic and devotion to the 
sport, along with a great 
deal of talent, that has got-
ten her so far.”

Welch said, “[Matses] 
works very hard, and she 
has a really great mindset. 
She gets in the zone and is 
so focused. She shows up 
to play every single game, 
every single practice. She 
knows what she has to do 
and tries her very best to get 
it done.”

With Matses on the ice, 
Andover knows it can play 
aggressively and confident-
ly against any opponent, 
while relying on her to be 
the rock in net.

Nithish Kalpat
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER
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Ashley Tucker ’18
GIRLS HOCKEY

One of the first times Ash-
ley Tucker ’18 had a puck 
launched at her, she was on 
concrete. Facing off against 
her older brother, Tucker 
took the net as a goalie when 
the two played street hock-
ey, fostering a love for the 
position amid the onslaught 
of shots she faced. 

Since skating for the first 
time at four-years old and 
beginning to play for her 
town team at age five, Tuck-
er’s love for the game and 
the goalie position remains 
steadfast. 

After playing as a forward 
for a while on her club team, 
the East Coast Wizards, she 
made the transition to goal-
keeper. Previously, the po-
sition had been a rotation, 
with each member of the 
team alternating along the 
schedule, but Tucker soon 
decided she wanted to stay 
in net permanently. 

With Tucker in net, the 
Wizards reached two Na-
tional Championships and 
won one.

At Andover, Tucker is a 
tri-varsity athlete, with let-
ters in Field Hockey, Girls 
Ice Hockey and Girls La-
crosse, and forms a formi-
dable goalie tandem with 
Alexa Matses ’18.

Head Coach Martha Fen-
ton wrote in an email to The 
Phillipian, “We are incred-
ibly fortunate to have two 
very talented goalies on our 
team. Ashley loves to com-
pete, and she is the kind of 
athlete who will go as hard 
as she can for her team 100 
percent of the time. Ashley 
is always ready to play and 
loves to be in big-game sit-
uations. Both she and Alexa 

were rocks for us at the Taft 
tournament, with each only 
allowing one goal per game 
in our championship run.”

Tucker’s laser focus 
stands as the prevailing 
characteristic on the ice, 
always readying herself for 
the next shot from the op-
posing team. Whether she 
has or doesn’t have the help 
of a teammate in the defen-
sive end, her focus enables 
her to make difficult stops.

Tucker sticks to a ritual to 
ensure a successful outing. 
At the beginning of every 
contest, she taps the posts 
and crossbar of her goal 
with her stick sequentially, 
before stepping out to the 
crease. She repeats this pro-
cess at every faceoff in her 
end. 

Teammate Emily Batch-
elor ’19 said, “She plays re-
ally aggressively, and she 
managed even with people 
crowding the net and kept 
her focus even when the 
puck wasn’t in our half or 
she couldn’t see it. That fo-
cus enabled her to rely on 
her skills and help us win 
the whole thing.”

Andover’s top forwards 
struggle to beat Tucker in 
one-on-one breakaways 
during practice. 

Bri Fadden ’17 said, “Ash-
ley is really good at coming 
out when people are near-
ing her and trying to deke 
her. She’s also really good 
up top with her glove and 
always stops really difficult 
shots.”

Although she is smaller 
than most goalies, Tucker 
relies on incredible agility 
and hand-eye coordination 
to protect the net. Co-Cap-
tain Kasey Welch ’16 said, 
“Her biggest strength is 
probably her speed in the 
net: what she lacks in size 

she makes up for in agility.”
Matses said, “[Tucker] 

works really hard, and never 
gives up on a play. She’s al-
ways willing to push a little 
harder and go the extra mile 
to make a save and is always 
solid in net. In practices and 
games, her work ethic defi-
nitely pushes me to go hard-
er on myself.”

One of the best perfor-
mances of Tucker’s Ando-
ver career thus far came in 
her performances in the 
Patsy K. Odden Invitational 
Tournament at Taft, which 
Andover won. Tucker sur-
rendered only one goal in 
the championship game and 
turned in a 28-save perfor-
mance earlier in the tour-
nament against Taft, before 
blanking Andover’s oppo-
nents in a shootout. 

Batchelor said, “In the 
tournament we had some 
shootouts, and Ashley was 
in goal when we faced Taft 
and there was a shootout, 
and she really stepped up 
and played so well. I don’t 
think they scored, and that 
was crucial to keep us in the 
tournament. To stop three 
people under so much pres-
sure, that was awesome.”

Tucker said, “In the tour-
nament, I was getting a lot 
of shots, which in a way 
I think made it easier to 
stay focused because there 
were never long periods of 
time where I didn’t have a 
shot to worry about. I think 
sometimes I play well when 
there is more pressure, and 
that was a really intense 
game, so it was easy to stay 
energized even through the 
shootouts.”

Andover has not lost a 
game with Tucker in net. 

Staff Report
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BOYS HOCKEY

Matt Schoen ’16: New England’s Leading Goalie

Post-Graduate (PG) goal-
keeper Matt Schoen ’16 has 
been an integral part of An-
dover Boys Hockey’s suc-
cess this season in the New 
England Preparatory School 
Athletic Council (NEPSAC) 
league. Dictating the flow of 
the game from behind the de-
fensive line, Schoen has con-
tributed 336 saves in just four 
weeks, accumulating a stellar 
save percentage of .908.

Head Coach Paul Tortorel-
la  wrote in an email to The 
Phillipian, “He is the league 
leader in saves and yet has 
played three less games than 
the next guy. He keeps us in 
games and [always gives] us a 
chance to win.”

Jeff Lee ’16 said, “Matt’s 
been a great contributor for 
the team. It’s hard for a goal-
ie to come into a new school 
and get his first start after 
being with the team for less 
than 48 hours, but he came 
out strong and has been con-
sistent for the first part of the 

season. He’s been around the 
game for a while and always 
gives defensive tips in be-
tween periods to help us keep 
up with our opponents.”

Much of Schoen’s success 
as a goalkeeper stems from 
his 15 years of experience 
competing in his hometown 
of Tolland, CT.

Schoen said, “I skated for 
the first time when I was 
four. I have a brother who is 
seven years older than me, 
so I was kind of born into it. 
I started playing goalie when 
I was nine, and it’s been great 
ever since.”  

A natural leader both on 
and off the ice, Schoen pos-
sesses an infectious energy, 
constantly motivating his 
teammates to play their hard-
est and stay positive no mat-
ter what. Throughout each 
game, he utilizes his unique 
position as goalie to help his 
teammates pinpoint their 
weaknesses.

Schoen said, “Being in the 
crease, you get to see all the 
ice and get to see the game 
from a different angle from 
everyone else, so in the locker 
room after periods I just tell 

the guys what I’m seeing and 
what I think we can correct. I 
just try to help as many peo-
ple as possible, and I would 
say staying positive is the big-
gest thing for us.

Captain Payton Jancsy ’16 
wrote in an email to The Phil-
lipian, “In the locker room, 
he is a tremendous leader. He 
stays level-headed no matter 
the score. In short, he is a 
brick wall.”

While goalkeeper is a 
physically demanding posi-
tion, it also requires mental 
concentration and skill – an 
area where Schoen shines. 

Schoen said, “I would say 
my mentality on the ice is 
to just stop the puck. If you 
simplify the game, it really 
becomes easier, so if I try to 
do too many things at once I 
get ahead of myself and make 
mistakes.”

Coach Tortorella said, 
“[Matt’s] best quality is his 
ability to focus on the game. 
His only concern is the game 
itself. He is never distracted 
by anything surrounding the 
game.”   

Unfortunately, Schoen’s 
hot start to the season was 

hampered by a hamstring in-
jury this past week. His rapid 
recovery will be crucial, as 
he has proved himself to be 
indispensable to Andover’s 
success. 

Jack Cusack ’18 said, “Matt 
has brought a lot to the team 
for a first year guy. He’s a 
great leader on and off the 
ice. He has also, in my mind, 
been the MVP of our team so 
far this season. He has stood 
on his head and kept us in ev-
ery game. We have been out-
shot multiple times, and he 
has done a great job of step-
ping up.”

Jancsy said, “Matt has been 
playing outstanding. He has 
kept us in every game, and 
that is all you can ask for. Ev-
ery night, he comes ready to 
play and gives us the chance 
to win.”

Coach Tortorella said, 
“You can’t, and shouldn’t, ask 
more than that from a goal-
ie. That’s his job. He knows 
what his job is. And he does 
his job.” 

    

 
 

Akesh Shah 
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Matt Shoen ’16 has been playing goalie since he was nine.
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GIRLS BASKETBALL

Co-Captain Emma Kelley 
’17 raced passed a flurry of 
Groton defenders and pulled 
up for a deep jump shot that 
rattled into the basket ear-
ly in the second half to add 
to Andover’s lead. Kelley 
extended her double-dig-
it scoring streak to three 
games on Wednesday, with 
a season-high 27 points in 
Andover’s 42-39 loss against 
Groton. The match brought 
Andover’s record to 0-3.

Kelley said, “I think for 
this game – the first game of 
2016 – I wanted to come out 
strong defensively with a lot 
of confidence as a team.”

Scoring 69 percent of her 
team’s points, Kelley was 
the focal point of Andover’s 
offense on nearly every trip 
down the floor.

“Emma had a great game 
today. She played like a lead-
er on both the offensive and 
defensive ends and kept us in 
the game,” said Co-Captain 
Sarah Humes ’16.

Kelley shot efficiently from 
the field, converting on near-
ly all of her open looks.

Andover led for most of the 
game and held a 23-16 lead at 
halftime. Coming back into 
the second half, however, the 
team struggled to stay offen-
sively keen. This proved to be 
costly, as Groton gained of-
fensive momentum and took 
the lead. 

Andover relied on its de-
fense as the game progressed, 
but their effort was, ultimate-
ly, not enough. It is still work-
ing on limiting turnovers and 

playing better team defense. 
Janneke Evans ’18 said, 

“On defense today, we talk-
ed and played well as a team. 
We did a good job of calling 
screens.”

Kelley said, “Going into the 
game, our goals were to beat 
Groton down the court, min-
imize turnovers and box out 
after every shot. We played 
good fast break [defense], 
but we often let Groton get 
the second-chance rebounds. 
This, paired with our turn-
overs, caused Groton to catch 
up with us in the end of the 
game.”

With the clock running 
out of time and a three-
point deficit, Bailey Colon 
’18 scored a 3-pointer to tie 
up the game at 39-39. Un-
fortunately, by the end of 
the game, both teams had 
reached the double bonus 
and Groton managed to hit a 
2-point shot along with a free 
throw to seal the victory

Humes said, “Bailey re-
ally stepped up for us at the 
end. We were on our heels, 

and she got in and sunk a 
huge three to keep us in the 
game. Unfortunately, we just 
couldn’t hang out at the end 
and that’s something we have 
to learn from heading into 
the next game.”

Despite the upsetting loss, 
the team is looking to bounce 
back during practice this 
week.

Evans said, “Going for-
ward with the season, I hope 
we can work on limiting our 
fouls by moving our feet, box-
ing out and also taking more 
drives to the basket.”

With its record standing 
at 0-3, Andover will compete 
against Choate in its fourth 
game of the season on Satur-
day, hoping to secure its first 
win.

 
 Editor’s Note: Emma Kelley 
’17 is an Associate Features 
Editor for  The Phillipian.

 Andover Falters 
Despite Early Lead

Andover

Groton

39

42

Reed Findlay
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

GIRLS SQUASH

On Wednesday, Andover 
Girls Squash experienced a 
devastating 0-7 loss against 
Noble & Greenough, a peren-
nial powerhouse in the New 
England Preparatory School 
Athletic Council (NEPSAC). 
The loss brought Andover’s 
record to 1-1 for the season.

Head Coach Jennifer El-
liott ’94 wrote in an email to 
The Phillipian, “Our team 
played well and competed 
with heart, improving their 
efforts with each game, but 
the score did not well reflect 
their attitude and efforts.”

Although Andover knew 
Nobles would be a tough 
opponent, as Nobles has 
claimed first place in the In-
dependent School League 
(ISL) for the past three years, 
it approached the match with 
confidence and excitement. 
“We were all very pumped 
and positive going into the 
match,” said fourth seed Jen-
nifer Lee ’18.

Although she fell behind 
early with scores of 11-3 and 
11-7, Lee battled to one of 
the closest matches of the 
day, as she managed to fin-
ish her third game with a 
narrow 8-11 loss. Lee said, 
“In my match, I really tried 
to focus on hitting tight and 
deep rails that would push 
my opponent to the back 
of the court. Though there 
were many close points in my 
match, I definitely think that 
I should’ve attacked the ball 
more. Overall, every player 
on our team fought hard, but 
it just wasn’t enough to win 

the match.”
Like Lee, the rest of the 

team also faced 0-3 losses. 
Returning veterans second 
seed Zoe Oasis ’17 and third 
seed Avery Westerfield ’18 
struggled alongside new-
comers Sewon Park ’17, Su-
san Yun ’17, Caroline Yun ’18, 
Brita Luke ’19 and Prianca 
Patel ’19.

Oasis said, “Unfortunate-
ly, the game against Nobles 
didn’t go our way. We knew 
it was going to be a tough 
match going into it as No-
bles has always had a strong 
team. We worked hard, but 
ultimately we didn’t get the 
result we wanted.” 

Despite the defeat, Ando-
ver is confident that it will be 
able to improve for the future 
and bounce back.

Lee said, “This loss has 
definitely enabled us to rec-
ognize our strengths and 
weaknesses, both as a team 
and as individuals. I am con-
fident that our hard work 
during practice will continue 
to pay off.”

“This loss is not a setback; 
rather, it is an opportunity for 
us to realize that we can con-
tend with any team and tailor 
our drills to mirror game sit-
uations,” she added. 

The team is eager to move 
on and focus on preparing 
for its next matchup against 
Choate. 

Susan Yun said, “I think we 
can work on getting our con-
fidence back. Since this was 
such a tough loss, we could 
work on improving our men-
tal game and hopefully play 
better on Saturday.”

Andover will face off 
against Choate at home on 
Saturday.

Editor’s Note: Susan Yun ’17 
is an Associate News Editor 
and Sewon Park ’17 is an As-
sociate Commentary Editor 
for  The Phillipian

Girls Struggle Against
Strong Nobles Opponents

Andover

Nobles

0

7

Yuji Chan 
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Photo of the Week

Sam Jefferson ’16 drives to the hoop.
H.JOHNSON/ THE PHILLIPIAN

Second seed Zoe Oasis ’17 lunges for a backhand.
J.WOLFE/ THE PHILLIPIAN
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Last year, Sarah Humes ’16 was the starting point guard.
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BY THE NUMBERS

Co-Captain Danny 
Evans ’16 netted sev-
en 3-pointers in Ando-
ver Boys Basketball’s 
game against Williston 
Northampton in the Sea-
coast Classic Tourna-
ment, tying the team re-
cord for most 3-pointers 
in one game. Evans, a 
Post-Graduate (PG) from 
Leeds, England, tied the 
previous record of seven 
3-pointers in one game, 
totaling 29 points in the 
team’s win. 

Many other members 
of the team, in addition to 
Evans, have mastered the 
essential techniques of 
3-point shooting: stability 
and composure.

“There were a couple 
of times during the game 
where I was under a lot 
of pressure from the de-
fense, but I knew that if I 
got into my balanced posi-
tion, I would have a pretty 
decent chance at making 
the shot. I think that if 
you’re not balanced, then 
you put yourself at a dis-
advantage when you try 
to make a shot from what-
ever position you’re in on 
the court,” said Evans.

Evans is Andover’s 
leading scorer, tallying a 
minimum of 19 points in 
each of the team’s games 
this season.

Head Coach Terrell 
Ivory ’00 said, “On the 

court, Evans is probably 
our most talented over-
all player. I think that he 
does a lot of things really 
well. He’s a good shooter, 
but he’s also a good scor-
er.”

Evans said, “The team 
has definitely helped to 
put me in the position 
to score. My teammates 
trust me, and they often 
give me the ball during 
pressuring moments in 
the game, especially if a 
certain shot needs to be 
made.”

In its game against 
Williston Northampton, 
Andover showcased its 
3-point shooting talent 
by shooting 14-28 from 
behind the arc, including 
nine in the first half.

Co-Captain Andrew 
Reavis ’17 said, “We set 
ourselves up to score 
3-pointers by execut-
ing our offense and try-
ing to get ourselves easy 
looks. This year, we have 
a lot of talented shooters, 
which really enables us 
to spread the ball around 
and be dangerous at every 
position on the court.” 

PG Sam Jefferson ’16 
has also greatly impacted 
the team’s offense, spe-
cifically in his role as a 
3-point shooter. Against 
Williston Northampton, 
Jefferson scored four 
3-pointers in the first half.

Jefferson said, “My 
role as a 3-point shooter 
is to stretch the defense 
and to get my teammates 
easy shots. Additionally, 

I look to shoot whenever 
I am open, as it is a high 
percentage shot for the 
team.” 

“When others play-
ers drive to the basket, 
my defender often leaves 
me to help other defend-
ers, leaving me open. My 
teammates have done a 
great job finding me when 
I am open,” he added.

Although Andover’s of-
fense has had monumen-
tal success with 3-point-
ers, the players recognize 
that a 3-pointer is not al-
ways the best shot to take.  

Josh Jordan ’16 said, 
“Coach Ivory encourages 
us to make smart basket-
ball plays and to get the 
best shot possible every 
time that we’re on the of-
fensive end. If I’m wide 
open, Coach Ivory and 
the rest of my teammates 
will expect me to take the 
3-pointer. However, we 
prioritize getting the best 
shot on every possession 
over shooting threes.”

Evans said, “Scoring 
3-pointers is not really 
something that we speak 
about too much during 
practice. It’s not some-
thing that we particularly 
focus on when we play in 
a game. It’s pretty natural 
and organic... I think that 
we have the confidence 
to be aggressive in our 
games, which has really 
helped our team to take 
advantage of openings on 
the court.”

Coach Ivory said, “I 
think that one of the 

things you’ll see in bas-
ketball now is that 3-point 
shooting has become a 
weapon for teams. If you 
have players who can 
make that shot, then it 
really changes the game 
and it helps you be more 
successful. Obviously, the 
amount of times players 
would make that shot in 
the past was much lower 
than it is now. Players are 
more skilled now and a bit 
more comfortable with 
hitting that shot.”

The offense’s good ball 
movement, solid screens 
and quick cuts have max-
imized the team’s spacing 
on the floor, which has 
enabled it to stretch out 
the opposing defense. 

Coach Ivory said, “As 
long as we’re taking good, 
open 3-pointers as op-
posed to precarious ones, 
I’m okay with that, be-
cause that’s one of our 
strengths as a team. This 
is the first year that we’ve 
had multiple players who 
can make that shot on a 
consistent basis.”

Andover will travel to 
St. Paul’s on Friday, hop-
ing to win its second game 
of the regular season.

 

CHOATE WEEKEND

12:00: Girls Squash

12:15: Girls Basketball 

1:15: Girls Hockey 

1:30: Swimming & Diving 

2:00: Wrestling

2:15: Boys Basketball

3:00: Boys Squash

3:15: Boys Hockey

Satuday, January 9th at Home

STAY UP TO DATE

@phillipiansprts

@phillipiansports

/phillipian

Follow us

BOYS BASKETBALL

Andover Excels From 
Three-Point Line

336
Saves by Boys Hockey Goal-
keeper Matt Schoen ’16 this 

season

 69
Percent of Girls Basketball’s 

points scored against Groton 
by Emma Kelley ’17 

7
3-pointers scored in one Boys 

Basketball game by Danny 
Evans ’16, to tie the sin-
gle-game 3-point record

75
New students who joined 

winter Varsity sports teams

 38
Shots saved by Girls Hockey 

Goalie Alexa Matses ’18 in 
game against Tabor 

Post-Graduate Danny Evans ’16 pulls up for a long-range shot.
H.JOHNSON/ THE PHILLIPIAN

Jennifer Lee 
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

 January 8, 2016 T h e  P h i l l i p i a n SPORTS B5



Welcome back to Andover – where the coldest and darkest months have greeted us with open arms! Hopefully, your down 

parka and two-pound snow boots will keep you warm, but what do you do when your winter gear gets repetitive? Well, you 

jazz up your look with a few accessories! I’ve curated a list of winter trends to keep you looking stylish all season long.

The Pompom Beanie: Trending all over 
social media and fashion publications, 
this new favorite can be worn with any 
outfit because the color combinations 
are endless! My favorite combo is a pink 
pompom on a gray base. A popular style 
comes with a fishnet that hangs in the 
front, giving the hat extra flair. For peo-
ple feeling bold, there is even a hat with 
two pompoms on top.  

Neck chokers and scarves: ’70s trends 
are back! Dig out that old, red bandana 
from your drawer and fold it until it looks 
like a skinny choker. Tie it around your 
neck and voilà! You’ll be sporting a go-to 
accessory of one of my favorite bloggers, 
Julie Sarinana of “Sincerely Jules.”

Earmuff headphones: These earmuff 
headphones allow you to listen to music 
while still keeping your ears warm. You 
can even create the rhinestone and fur 
look yourselves! Just glue some rhine-
stones and fur onto your favorite head-
phones. 

Anything fur: From stoles to vests and fur-
lined collars, the fur trend is staying strong 
this winter season! For the bold, try a fur vest, 
or if you need to take baby steps, start with 
a fur-collared coat. Not only do these pieces 
keep you warm, but they scream “fierce!” 
If you want to make your look more casual, 
wear your fur pieces with a black or neutral 
colored top and bottom. Less is more. Fur 
real. 

The Patent Over-the-Ankle Bootie: 
These booties are a crowd favorite be-
cause they are very versatile. They can 
add an element of edginess to an outfit if 
paired with a dress. If paired with skinny 
jeans, they create an “off-duty” model 
look. The over-the-ankle height elongates 
the leg and gives the wearer a bit of add-
ed height. A popular style right now is an 
acrylic-heel bootie!

From Salsa to Modern: 
Nicole Durrett ’17 Finds Freedom, Friendship in Dance

While whirling and twisting 
in her first salsa dancing class at 
MoveStudio in her hometown of 
Charlotte, NC., Nicole Durrett ’17 
caught the eyes of Rodrigo and 
Wendy Jimenez, professional 
salsa instructors and performers. 
Durrett, then only 14-years old, 
impressed the pair so much that 
she was offered a position in the 
Rodrigo and Wendy Salsa Com-
pany as their student, explained 
Durrett in an interview with The 
Phillipian.

Due to her enrollment at An-
dover, Durrett had to turn down 
the offer at the Salsa Company – 
but that has not stopped her from 
dancing, a passion that she’s had 
ever since the age of four. As most 
of her friends were enrolled in 
ballet lessons at the time, Durret 
decided that she, too, should 
learn ballet, and hasn’t stopped 
since.

“[Dance is] one of the best 
parts of my day. It’s one of the 
places where I have the most 
friends. It’s one of the plac-
es where I get to have the most 
fun,” said Durrett. “I’ve felt most 
at home [at the dance studio] in 
the sense that I don’t feel that I 
can do anything really wrong or 
that can’t be corrected… [Dance 
has] given me the ability to make 
mistakes and to learn from them 
in a safe environment.”

Since she began ballet, 
Durrett has taken numerous 
classes in different dance styles, 
both in her hometown and at 
Andover. Her favorite styles are 
modern, salsa and aerial dance, 
as they are not as rigid as ballet 
and allow for more interpreta-
tion, she said.

“I’m not the typical image of 
a dancer… You [usually] think 

of the stick-thin ballerinas who 
can do 32 fouetté [turns]. I’m not 
that, but modern, salsa and aerial 
dancers can be a lot of different 
things, and that flexibility has 
really afforded me a place to ex-
perience what I can do for dance 
and what dance can do for me,” 
said Durrett. 

One of Durrett’s favorite as-
pects of dance is the sense of 
community. Throughout her 
dance career, Durrett said that 
she has faced criticism over her 
body. As a result, she said she 
tends to befriend other dancers 
so that they can positively en-
courage each other.

“[Dance is] focused a lot on 
image. Basically, you’re perfec-
tion – or you’re not good at all… 
When you’re sharing something 
like that with someone else, it’s 
pretty hard not to have a very 
close bond, because that’s a lot 
of pressure to be under, and it’s 
definitely helpful to share it with 
other people,” said Durrett. 

Some of the other people 
Durrett has danced with include 
Kailey Kirkwood ’16 and Katie 
Graber in Durrett’s Junior year 
Dance Open. The trio performed 
to Birdy’s rendition of “Skinny 
Love.” Even though Kirkwood 
and Graber are older and more 
experienced that Durrett, she did 
not feel intimidated.

“It was the first big perfor-
mance for me at Andover, so nat-
urally I was a good bit scared of 
messing up something or anoth-
er. But all of the older dancers, 
they looked so relaxed about it, 
and they were having so much 
fun, and I realized that there was 
really nothing different about a 
performance [at Andover] than 
at my home studio… Most impor-
tantly, they helped me recognize 
what an amazing feat it was for 
us to have put together a show,” 
said Durrett. 

Looking forward, Durrett 
plans to continue improving 
her technical skills and also add 

more of an individual flair to her 
dancing. Durrett said this indi-
viduality is what pushes a per-
formance beyond just technical 
excellence.

“You look at the best dancers 
in the world, and they’ve got this 
something that you can’t really 
describe that makes them know 
their movements and know the 
meaning behind their move-
ments, and without that you can 
be a good dancer, but you’ll never 
be a great dancer… You’ll never 
be the star of the show unless you 
have that something that makes 
your movement unique and have 
meaning,” said Durrett. 

“I haven’t found it yet, but I’m 
on the way to finding that some-
thing,” said Durrett.

Andi Cheng and 
Romulus Sottile

A.MACAYA/THE PHILLIPIAN

Durrett took her first aerial class in December.

COURTESY OF NICOLE DURRETT

Durrett executes “the sail” in an aerial class. 

COURTESY OF I.IMGUR.COM
COURTESY OF FLYANDMIGHTLY.COM

COURTESY OF THEFASHIONSPOT.COM
COURTESY OF I.DAILYMAIL.CO.UK

COURTESY OF THEFASHIONSPOT.COM
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