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FALL TERM IN REVIEW

Just as new students 
were greeted by throngs of 
Blue Keys shouting their 
exuberant and welcoming 
cheers, returners beheld for 
the first time the newly re-
vamped campus at the start 
of the school year. 

The campus was beau-
tified with the newly inau-
gurated Elson Courtyard 
and the foundation for the 
Rebecca M. Sykes Well-
ness Center when students 
returned to campus in Sep-
tember. 

In an effort to provide 
Andover students with 
comprehensive health care 
under one roof, to combine 
the psychological services 
and medical services in one 
building 

The Rebecca M. Sykes 
Health and Wellness Cen-
ter broke ground in early 
August and its construc-
tion moved along quickly 
throughout the term; by 
November, the structural 
frame of the complex was 
completed. Constructing a 
comprehensive health care 
combining psychological 
and medical services under 
one roof, in a location much 
closer to main campus, An-
dover made a great leap to-
ward facilitating students’ 
access to any of their medi-
cal needs. The new com-
plex is expected to open in 
December 2015.  

Early into the school 
year, it was announced that 
Gelb Dance, an annual tra-
dition since 2008, would 
be cancelled indefinitely 
after the vibrations caused 
by the music and dancing 
during last year’s dance 
damaged $200 worth of lab 
equipment. This decision 
was met with outcry from 
the student body, but the 
faculty and administration 
remained staunch, suggest-
ing Commons as an alter-
native venue. 

Much of discussion 
regarding parietals from 
last Spring continued 
throughout the term, with 
802 students, parents and 
alumni signing a peti-
tion in opposition to the 
new parietal policies just 
less than a month into the 
term. The petition, which  

was submitted to the fac-
ulty and administration, 
pointed out the policy’s det-
riment to student health, its 
lack of regard for queer stu-
dents, and its implication of 
the school’s negative view 
on sexual intimacy. Stu-
dent Council held a panel 
discussion one month later, 
bringing students and fac-
ulty together on the issue of 
sex education for teachers 
and house counselors.

Throughout the term, 
the 2014 Strategic Plan ad-
opted by the school in Sep-
tember played a large role 
on campus. 

Aligned with the Stra-
tegic Plan’s vision, the for-
mer Dean of Community 
and Multicultural Develop-
ment, Linda Carter Griffith, 
was named the new Assis-
tant Head of School for Eq-
uity and Inclusion, a new 
position she will assume on 
July 1st, 2015.

 On October 17th, the 
Tang Institute officially 
launched, fulfilling yet an-
other goal of the Strategic 
Plan. The Tang Institute 
will address the issue of 
access to resources beyond 
campus and will focus on 
building upon the work of 
existing outreach programs 
as well as encouraging in-
novation in global citizen-
ship and connected learn-
ing. Already established 
programs such as the Math 
Department’s partner-
ship with Khan Academy, 
Niswarth, Brazil PLACES 
and BASK in ASK will join 
developing and new initia-
tives under the Institute’s 
umbrella.  

As part of the 2014 Stra-
tegic Plan, which called for 
a completely new schedule 
for the 2016-2017 school 
year, a Student Congress 
meeting was held on No-
vember 6 to discuss pos-
sible changes to the current 
schedule both on the daily 
and yearly level. Students 
and faculty alike voiced 
various opinions that were 
then passed along to the 
Schedule and Calendar 
Committee. 

While planning ahead 
for the future, Andover also 
celebrated its past that same 
week, with Clemency Cog 
gins AA ’51, John Darnton 
’60 and Susan Stedman 

’59 speaking at the annual 
“Finis Origine Pendet” 
All-School Meeting and 
each receiving the Alumni 
Award of Distinction in 
their respective fields. 

A week prior, Rosa-
lind Wiseman, author of 
“Queen Bees and Wan-
nabes,” (inspiration for 
the popular movie “Mean 
Girls”) stepped onto cam-
pus to lay down her rules 
of ‘hooking up’ during a 
memorable ASM. Speaking 
in the context of Andover’s 
“hook-up culture,” she pre-
sented guidelines for social 
conduct and urged students 
to speak up for themselves. 

Another alumnus of 
Andover, Seth Moulton 
’97, made news when he 
won the congressional seat 
in Massachusetts’s Sixth 
Congressional District, 
unseating incumbent John 
Tierney in the primary and 
defeating Republican Rich-
ard Tisei. Moulton visited 
campus for a Veteran’s Day 
dinner and voiced his grati-
tude to the school.

In celebration of Veter-
an’s Day, Andover students, 
veteran alumni and faculty 
stood together in the icy 
wind under the bright lights 
of the football stadium to 
spell out, “PA Salutes” and 
to sing “The Star-Spangled 
Banner.” That same night, 
the Blue Key Heads led An-
dover students in a pep ral-
ly for the Andover/Exeter 
competitions held the next 
day, which capped off with 
a spectacular fireworks 
show.

 Andover athletics end-
ed the term on a high note. 
Andover won three and 
tied one out of the 5 games 
played during A/E Week-
end, Girls Cross-Country 
ended their undefeated 
season with first place at 
Interschols, and the Boys 
placed second. During the 
Boys Soccer game against 
Exeter, Dylan Mott ’15 
broke the school record for 
most career goals scored 
with an impressive 48 goals 
throughout his time at An-
dover. Eva Toffoloni ’15 
also broke a scoring record, 
tallying 49 goals for Field 
Hockey.

Fall Term Highlighted By Groundbreaking 
Of Wellness Center, Launch Of 

Tang Institute, Discussion of Parietals

By AUSTIN TUAN

On Tuesday, November 
18, the last steel beam will 
be hoisted into place atop 
the Rebecca M. Sykes Well-
ness Center, completing the 
building’s structural frame.

The 12.5 million dollar, 
17,000 square foot project 
is slated to be completed in 
December 2015. The Sykes 
Center will have two floors, 
with medical services oc-
cupying the second floor, 
and the Graham House 
Counseling Center occupy-
ing the lower level. 

Additionally, the Sykes 
Center will rely on geother-
mal energy for heating and 
cooling. According to Larry 
Muench, Director of Facili-
ties, the energy will be sup-
plied from wells 19,500 feet 
deep. This will be the first 
geothermal system on cam-
pus.

The Sykes Center will 
feature two “Community 
Wellness Activity Rooms.” 

“These rooms are go-
ing to be for all sorts of ac-
tivities. We’ll have health 
classes there, we’ll have 
yoga classes there, we’ll 
have PACE classes there...
we expect to offer all sorts 
of extra programing be-
cause we have these…multi 
purpose rooms,” said Carol 
Israel, Director of Counsel-
ing.

Dr. Amy Patel, Medi-
cal Director, said that the 
medical services were pur-
posely consolidated on one 
floor, as opposed to the 
three floors currently oc-
cupied by the Isham Health 
Center.

“[Having three floors] 
makes communication dif-
ficult. You might start off 
seeing someone on the first 
floor, and now you’re see-
ing a different provider on 

the second floor. [In the 
Sykes Center]  there [will 
be] less travel time...and all 
the right people who are 
caring for somebody...will 
be centralized,” said Patel.

The Sykes Center will 
feature different spaces for 
students staying overnight 
and students who are there 
for a medical examina-
tion. According to Muench, 
there will be fewer beds in 
the Sykes Center, but there 
will still be enough beds to 
meet the needs of Ando-
ver’s campus.

A courtyard is also be-
ing built between the Sykes 
Center, Bulfinch Hall and 
The Shuman Admission 
Center. 

“Students can congre-
gate there, they can hang 
out there, and it just gives a 
nice feel as to how all three 
buildings work together,” 
said Muench.

Inside the Sykes Wellness Center
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The Tang Institute will facilitate learning and innovation both on campus and off 
campus.

COURTESY OF ANDOVER SMUGMUG

Donning a navy suit 
and an Andover tie, Oscar 
Tang ’56 took the stage 
in front of a collection of 
trustees, faculty, admin-
istrators and students at 
the official launch of the 
Tang Institute at Andover 
on Friday in Tang Theatre. 

Tang donated $15 mil-
lion to fund the base grant 
for the Tang Institute be-
cause of his belief in the 
idea of access, especially 
in regards to the ways 
that the resources within 
the Andover community 
can be made available to 
students outside the com-
munity.

Originally named the 
Andover Institute, the or-
ganization was recently 
changed to the Tang In-
stitute at Andover because 
of Tang’s financial and 
personal commitment to 
the Institute’s goal of edu-
cational outreach, accord-
ing to Peter Currie ’74, 
President of the Board of 
Trustees.

“Given [Tang]’s aspi-
rations for Andover to be 
the private school with a 

public purpose, and given 
how neatly that maps to 
what the Institute is do-
ing, I can’t imagine a more 
fitting tribute to [Tang] 
than to put his name on 
it,” said Currie.

According to Cur-
rie, Tang joined the proj-
ect in the spring of 2014 
and helped lift it off the 
ground.  At that point, the 
Tang Institute had been in 
the developmental phase 
for around a year.

“[Tang] really under-
stood what the goal was.  
[He] got excited enough 
to really give it the boost 
it needed to get off the 
ground,” said Currie.

Regarding the goals of 
the Tang Institute, Cur-
rie talked about the con-
stantly developing nature 
of both the Tang Institute 
and Andover as a school.

“I think the goal of 
the Institute is not an end 
state. There’s not a thing, 
there’s not a conquer-
ing moment, there’s not a 
moment of victory. If the 
Institute can create a cul-
ture of experimentation, 
and if the Institute can 
help Andover to be an or-
ganization that’s a really 

fast learner … that process 
will be a total victory,” 
said Currie.

The Tang Institute will 
channel its resources, in-
cluding the grant from 
Tang, into a variety of 
programs that will help 
facilitate learning and in-
novation both on campus 
and off campus.

These programs in-
clude the nearly-com-
pleted Khan Academy BC 
Calculus course, the de-
velopment of an astrono-
my web portal for star dis-
coveries and many other 
experimental initiatives 
across campus.

Although Andover 
plans to launch new ini-
tiatives under the umbrel-
la of the Tang Institute, 
some of the projects affili-
ated with the Tang Insti-
tute have already been in 
existence for years.

“[The Tang Institute] 
is a process of innovation, 
it’s a process of learning, 
and it’s actually a cultural 
phenomenon that’s not 
foreign to the school, but 
we’re just organizing it 
a bit differently than it’s 
been organized before,” 
said Currie.

Tang Institute Launch

By ERICA SHIN

Students post ideas for a new room-visiting policy at Student Congress.
A.WESTFALL/THE PHILLIPIAN

October 24, 2014

Five Seniors and one 
alumnus submitted a pe-
tition to the faculty and 
administration this week 
in opposition to new room 
visiting policies. Signed by 
802 students, alumni and 
parents, the petition pro-
tests the policy changes 
approved by a faculty vote 
last spring.

The controversial 
changes include a require-
ment for upperclassmen to 
leave their doors ajar and 
lights on during room vis-
its. The measure passed 
with 61 percent of faculty 
in favor and 26 percent in 
opposition, while 13 per-
cent abstained.

The petition argues 
that the new policies will 
force students to seek oth-
er, less safe places to have 
sex, deter students from 
seeking faculty guidance 
and increase illegal pari-
etals, among other issues.

Grace Tully ’15, Lily 
Grossbard ’15, Emma 
Kukielski ’15, Jaleel Wil-
liams ’15, Dan Wang ’14 
and Corinne Singer ’15 
co-authored the peti-
tion to ask the faculty to 
reconsider the decision. 
The petition was written 
on behalf of Feminism is 
Equality (F=E), a student 
group focused on raising 
awareness of sexism on 
campus, according to its 
website. 

The petition gained 
momentum last spring on 
campus and across social 
media platforms as stu-
dents rallied in reaction to 
the new rules.

”The impetus behind 

the petition came from 
the hundreds of students 
who took to social media 
to express their frustra-
tion and from members 
of F=E and students who 
have expressed interest in 
the F=E movement,” said 
Singer.

The petition reads, “As 
students, alumni and par-
ents [of students at An-
dover], we feel that these 
new room-visiting rules 
are not only counterpro-
ductive towards achieving 
the ideals of mutual trust 
and respect promoted by 
our community, but also 
a threat to the collec-
tive health of the student 
body.”

Williams said, “The 
goal of our petition is to 
show the faculty where 
the student body is com-
ing from and show how 
much of the student body 
is united in opposition to 
this rule. It’s also to show 
how serious an issue these 
new rules are.”

The petition argues 
that, in the case of sexual 
assault, students may be 
less likely to confide in a 
faculty member out of fear 
of disciplinary re-p e r -
cussions.

Kukielski said, “If 
there is any instance of 
sexual assault between 
students in an illegal pa-
rietal or outside, they are 
going to be so much less 
likely to report it to a fac-
ulty member because they 
know they weren’t sup-
posed to be doing it in the 
first place, so that’s one 
major concern.” 

In addition, the peti-
tion points out that the 
rules run the risk of dis-
connecting students and 

faculty about issues re-
lating to sexual activity. 
The petition reads, “These 
new rules, regardless of 
intent, discourage such 
candor [between students 
and faculty] by reinforcing 
the notion of sexual inti-
macy as something that 
makes all Andover fac-
ulty members inherently 
uncomfortable, which ... 
establishes a deeply prob-
lematic framework within 
which the comfort of the 
faculty takes precedence 
over our sexual health.”

The petition also dis-
cusses the lack of room-
visiting policies regard-
ing homosexual and queer 
students.

Williams said, “The 
new changes to [the rules] 
have made absolutely 
no progress in including 
queer students on campus, 
and the heteronormativ-
ity and cisnormativity of 
the policies only further 
the “other-ing” isolation 
that queer students feel on 
campus.”

The co-authors hope 
that the petition will not 
only spark discussion, but 
also generate reflection 
from faculty about the 
new parietal rules.

“While we realistically 
understand that this peti-
tion will not be enough on 
its own for the faculty 

members to revoke the 
rules they have just voted 
on, we hope that this peti-
tion will serve as a 

springboard for an on-
campus dialogue. In es-
tablishing a consensus, we 
hope to solidify and 

convey some of the is-
sues students, faculty and 
parents have with the pol-
icies,” said Singer.

Petition Submitted to Administration 
Opposing New Room-Visiting Policy

By ERICA SHIN

September 26, 2014

September 12, 2014
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On Tuesday, Indepen-
dent and Democratic voters 
in Massachusetts’s Sixth 
District chose Seth Moulton 
’97 as their party’s Congres-
sional Candidate.

Moulton unseated in-
cumbent Democratic Con-
gressman John Tierney 
and will face Republican 
Richard Tisei in the gen-
eral election on November 
4. Massachusetts’s Sixth 
District contains most of 
Essex County and parts of 
Andover, including Phillips 
Academy. 

Moulton took the prima-
ry by 8 percent of the vote 
over Tierney, marking the 
first time in 22 years that a 
Massachusetts Democrat 
has taken a seat from a con-
gressman of his own party, 
according to the Boston 
Globe.

After graduating from 
Andover, Moulton majored 
in Physics at Harvard Uni-
versity, but showed an early 
passion for public service 
when he entered Officer 
Candidate School and was 
commissioned as a Marine 
following his graduation. 

Moulton served two 
tours of duty in Iraq as a 
Platoon Commander, saw 
combat in the Battle of Na-
jaf and worked to establish 
an independent Iraqi media. 
At the request of General 
Petraeus, Moulton served 
two additional tours as a li-
aison to senior Iraqi leaders 
and Iraqi security forces. 

“I saw terrible things 
that I will never forget. I 
also saw incredible joys 
that I will always remem-
ber. I don’t think life is ever 
the same after you’ve been 
shot at,” said Moulton on 
his service in Iraq at a 2009 
Memorial Day All-School 
Meeting at Andover. 

Although Moulton 
served in the Iraq War, he 
was firmly against it. “I 
didn’t support the war in 
Iraq, but it was my duty to 
serve and I would not have 
wanted someone else to 
have to go in my place. Con-
gress didn’t know what they 
were doing when they sent 

us to war in Iraq, and didn’t 
have our backs when we 
were there,” wrote Moulton 
in his Democracy for Amer-
ica endorsement applica-
tion. 

Following his service in 
Iraq, Moulton completed a 
dual degree program at the 
Harvard Business School 
and Harvard Kennedy 
School. 

While Moulton then 
dabbled in transportation 
and healthcare, he ultimate-
ly returned to public ser-
vice. Not only was Moulton 
unhappy with Congress’s 
actions during the Iraq War, 
he was also disappoint-
ed with the record of his 
hometown district’s Con-
gressman, Democrat John 
Tierney, calling him a “do-
nothing congressman who 
hasn’t passed one bill in 18 
years” while speaking by 
the campus of Edith Nourse 
Rogers Memorial Veterans 
Hospital in May. 

In July 2013, Moulton 
announced his candidacy 
for Congress, emphasizing 
his military background 
and ability to “get things 
done.” “Congress has been 
making excuses. I am not 
here to make excuses, I am 
here to get things done; and 
if I am sent to Congress and 
I don’t get things done, then 
you should replace me,” said 
Moulton in an article in 
“The Daily News of New-
buryport.” 

Moulton found wide 
support for his campaign 

from the Andover com-
munity. Andover Alumni 
Trustees Tom Israel ’62, 
Tom Beaton ’73, Chris-
topher Auguste ’76 and 
Tammy Murphy ’83 have 
all made contributions to 
Moulton’s campaign. Sever-
al Andover faculty members 
have made contributions as 
well. Overall, Moulton has 
had a successful fundrais-
ing campaign, raking in 
over $1.8 million in his Con-
gressional bid so far. 

Moulton’s Andover sup-
port has come not only in 
financial contributions but 
also in the trust of staff 
members, volunteers and 
interns. Jeff Phaneuf, a Ma-
rine Platoon Commander 
and Moulton’s Campaign 
Manager, is a former His-
tory Teaching Fellow who 
taught at Andover from 
2010-2011. 

“I met Seth when I was a 
Senior in college. I was con-
sidering going into teach-
ing, but I also considered 
going into the Marines. I 
got to know Seth through 
my Phillips Academy and 
Marine connection, and I 
have come to support Seth 
because we need a Marine 
in Congress who will put 
country above partisan pol-
itics,” said Phaneuf. 

Haley Scott ’11, for-
merly a Field Intern for 
Moulton and now a Field 
Coordinator, is in charge of 
“voter outreach, organiz-
ing volunteers and creat-
ing grassroots support for 

[Moulton’s] campaign”  in 
ten towns in Massachu-
setts’s Sixth District, in-
cluding Andover. 

Scott supports Seth “be-
cause he embodies the ethic 
of ‘Non Sibi’ that Andover 
attempts to instill in all of 
its students,” she said.

“He is a model of self-
lessness. He joined the 
Marines out of Harvard 
because he was passionate 
about service and he is run-
ning for Congress because 
of that same passion,” she 
said.

Michael Adams ’15, Bil-
ly Casagrande ’15, Taylor 
Chin ’14, Madi Katz ’17 and 
Jay Tucker ’14 served as 
Field Interns for Moulton, 
and Kailash Sundaram ’15 
served as a Finance intern.

Katz said, “I support 
Seth Moulton because I 
think he brings the kind of 
leadership that is necessary 
to help change Congress’s 
stagnant state. This summer 
I called hundreds of people 
in the Sixth District to tell 
them about [Moulton], and 
I went door-to-door doing 
the same.”

The money has trans-
lated directly into a large 
media buy and direct mail-
ing outreach. Following the 
release of three advertise-
ments, endorsements from 
seven major regional and 
local newspapers, including 
“The Boston Globe,” “The 
Boston Herald” and “The 
Salem News,” and a strong 
debate showing on August 
14, Moulton is preparing to 
contend with Tisei come 
November. 

“I believe we’ve run an 
incredible campaign and 
have proven that newcom-
ers still have a place in our 
political system. I can’t say 
which way it will go on 
Election Day, but I feel very 
good about our chances and 
confident that we’ve made a 
real difference,” said Scott. 

If Moulton wins the 
Congressional race, he will 
be the only current Ando-
ver graduate in Congress. A 
four-year Andover student 
from Marblehead, Mass., 
Moulton participated in 
Andover Crew and was a 
Sports Editor for The Phil-
lipian. 

Moulton Chosen as Democratic Congressional Candidate

By KAILASH SUNDARAM

COURTESY OF WBUR

Moulton unseated incumbent Democratic Congressman John Tierney.

L.XUAN/THE PHILLIPIAN

Moulton speaks with the Andover Community during 
a visit in November. 

The Board of Trustees 
met in New York City on 
Sunday and unanimously 
endorsed the Strategic Plan, 
“Connecting Our Strengths: 
The Andover Endeavor,” 
wrote Head of School John 
Palfrey in an email sent to the 
entire Andover community.

With the support of the 
Trustees, implementation 
working groups will convene 
on October 3, 2014. Members 
of the community should 
expect multiple ways to get 
involved by providing feed-
back or participating, Palfrey 
wrote. 

Over a year in the making 
and with the combined ef-
fort of over 2,000 members of 
the Andover community, the 
Strategic Plan encompasses 
Andover’s vision for the next 
three to five years, centered 
on three main themes: Eq-
uity & Inclusion, Creativity 
& Innovation and Empathy & 
Balance. 

“The [Strategic] Plan is re-
ally a student-centered plan. 
We were looking at ways 
to enhance ‘connection’ at 
school — student-to-student 
and student-to-faculty [inter-
actions] as well as amongst 

the faculty — to promote 
collaboration,” said Rachel 
Skiffer, Dean of Policy and 
Strategic Planning, at a spe-
cial luncheon hosted to seek 
student input on the imple-
mentation of the  Strategic 
Plan on Wednesday. 

The 2014 Strategic Plan 
has the overarching goal of 
maximizing the resources at 
and realizing the potential of 
Andover. 

“What has happened 
with previous strategic shifts 
with Andover is that first, 
we’ve taken two fantastic 
schools, Abbot Academy and 
Phillips Academy Andover, 
and merged them. We then 
committed to need-blind 
admission, so we’ve created 
diversity of every kind on 
campus. What we really need 
to focus on now is how [to] 
connect our strengths. How 
[could] we take the different 
ideas and experiences that 
people bring to this commu-
nity and use those to create 
a better form of excellence?” 
said Corinne Field ’83, mem-
ber of the Strategic Planning 
Task Force. 

The faculty will brain-
storm possible ways of im-
plementation of the Strate-
gic Plan during the faculty 
meeting today, according to 

Skiffer. 
“The purpose of [the stra-

tegic plan] is to set a series of 
questions regarding school 
priorities. So now [that] we’ve 
defined the priorities — the 
areas that the school needs 
to address — we need to put 
resources to answering those 
questions,” said Field. 

Skiffer said, “The imple-
mentation will take place 
over that three to five years 
span. So it’s not going to be 
that, on Monday, you will all 
be attending a whole new 
school all of a sudden. This 
way we will also be able to 
get more feedback from the 
students throughout the pro-
cess.”

Two of the most imme-
diate and visible changes 
brought upon by the Strate-
gic Plan are a new daily class 
schedule and yearly calendar, 
according to Catherine Cart-
er, Strategic Planning Task 
Force Co-Chair and Instruc-
tor in Classics. 

A copy of the finalized 
plan was sent to the Andover 
community, and the website 
is currently being updated 
accordingly. For each of the 
three themes highlighted in 
the Strategic Plan, several 
more specific initiatives were 
proposed to further guide 

the advancement and incor-
poration of these strategic 
priorities into the Andover 
community.

The specific initiatives, 
taken from the 2014 Strate-
gic Plan website, are listed 
below. 

Equity & Inclusion

-Create and strengthen 
support structures so that 
all students may access the 
highest levels of our curricu-
lum.

-Integrate our advising, 
house counseling and college 
counseling programs.

-Embed intellectual in-
quiry related to race, ethnic-
ity, class, gender, faith and 
sexual orientation in our cur-
riculum and other program-
ming.    

-Hire and retain diverse, 
highly qualified faculty, ad-
ministrators and staff com-
mitted to upholding our core 
values. 

Christopher Jones, mem-
ber of the Strategic Planning 
Task Force and Instructor in 
History and Social Science, 
said, “Communities like ours 
can be limited because of the 
residues of inequality that 
existed back in history of 

the school when women and 
people of certain color and 
class were not allowed. So we 
should make certain that we 
are looking at these elements 
that can present inequalities 
to certain population of stu-
dents here.”

 Creativity & 
Innovation 

-Launch the Andover In-
stitute, a collaborative space 
to assess and share teaching 
methods and learning tools.

Devote professional de-
velopment to the exchange 
of effective pedagogical prac-
tices.

-Develop more experi-
ential, interdisciplinary and 
multidisciplinary courses.

-Support teachers in in-
tegrating appropriate tech-
nologies as part of their class-
room practice.

Robert Campbell ’66, 
Strategic Planning Task 
Force Co-Chair: “With the 
Andover Institute, I expect 
it will trickle into a large pe-
tri dish of innovation for not 
only teaching practices, but 
for learning practices as well.  
I think it’s going to be a pe-
riod of very great excitement 

and change within the An-
dover community building 
on what we already think is a 
great school.”

 Empathy & Balance

Further incorporate so-
cial-emotional learning into 
our educational program.

-Open the Rebecca M. 
Sykes Wellness Center for 
health care and education.

-Create a comprehensive, 
multi-year health curricu-
lum.

-Update the scope and 
philosophy of our athletic 
program.

-Provide an opportunity 
for every student to study off 
campus and experience a dif-
ferent culture.

Fields: “I think there’s 
general agreement that An-
dover students and faculty 
try to do too much, and that 
we’d like to focus more on 
depth than on quantity.  That 
this is going to be questions 
of tough trade-off, that we’re 
going to have to encourage 
those students and faculty 
to set priorities, to define 
what each individual thinks 
is most important to him or 
her.”

Andover Trustees Unanimously Approve Strategic Plan

STAFF REPORT

Linda Carter Griffith, the 
current Dean of Community 
and Multicultural Develop-
ment (CAMD), was named 
the new Assistant Head of 
School for Equity and Inclu-
sion on Tuesday. The new 
position, which Griffith will 
assume on July 1, 2015, was 
created to fulfill the goals set 
forth in the 2014 Strategic 
Plan. 

“[Griffith] is the obvious 
and perfect person to do the 
work, in my opinion,” said 
Head of School John Palfrey. 
He announced that the pre-
vious position of Associate 
Head of School will not be 
filled and that the new role 
will be a hybrid of Griffith’s 
current responsibilities and 
the former duties of the As-
sociate Head of School. 

“[The new role] is both 
explicitly heightening the 
awareness around equity and 
inclusion work and the prom-
inence of it in the school, but 
also reallocating some of the 
duties among the senior ad-
ministrative team,” Palfrey 
said. 

While her current role as 
Dean of CAMD mostly in-
volves working directly with 
students and their organiza-
tions and clubs, her new po-
sition will enable Griffith to 
work both with and for the 
entire Andover community. 

“I’ve had a lot of ideas 
and support on campus for 
additional initiatives to sup-
port faculty, administration 
and staff and to work with 
alumni, the Development Of-
fice and trustees. The role of 
[Assistant Head of School for 
Equity and Inclusion] puts 
me in a position where there 
is visibility and the high level 
of support that I would truly 
need to work with all of those 
constituencies equally,” said 
Griffith.

 “Instead of planning the 
day-to-day programming, I 
will be helping administra-
tors, faculty and staff reflect 
and ask if each aspect of the 
school — curriculum, athlet-
ics, theater — is an inclusive, 
welcoming environment,” 
Griffith continued.

 Griffith looks to tackle 
the task of analyzing the re-
sults of the Assessment of 
Inclusivity and Multicultur-
alism (AIM) Survey that will 
come out this spring. With 
the information from the 
survey, Griffith said that she 
would work with others to 
strategically consider how to 
move forward and improve 
Andover in such areas.

 “We are a diverse com-
munity, and our school ranks 
high in our commitment and 
value in multiculturalism. 
But where we lose is in in-
clusivity — how included do 
various members of the com-
munity feel?” said Griffith.

 “There’s often an expres-
sion of being invited to a table 
but wanting to help plan the 
menu too. It’s a wonderful 
analogy used in diversity 
work; people have been in-
vited to the table, but who is 
planning the menu? We’re 
hoping to help each member 
of this community feel like 
they can put something on 
that table and help form it,” 
she continued.

 As a result of Griffith’s 
new appointment, a new po-
sition in the CAMD office, 
likely to be entitled “Associ-
ate Dean of Equity and In-
clusion,” will be created. The 
person in this role will work 
directly with all student di-
versity programming as well 
as support underrepresented 
students of color, according 
to Palfrey in an email to the 
entire Andover community. 

 “This person will take 
on much of the student-cen-
tered programs and report 
directly to me. That being 
said, I could never give up the 
intimate interaction with the 
students completely, so I will 
still work closely with some 
of the student organizations,” 
said Griffith.

 Griffith said that she 
hopes to work with the 
future Associate Dean in 
creating a much more con-
scientious and sustainable 
training education to develop 
student leaders with a lens 
of diversity and inclusion. 
Along with the Dean of Stu-
dents Office, Griffith plans 
to train proctors and prefects 
around these issues. 

 Although Andover has 
been at the forefront of initia-
tives related to diversity and 
multiculturalism for many 
years, there is still much 
work to be done, especially 
regarding the “Equity and 
Inclusion” component of the 
Strategic Plan, said Palfrey.  

 “This feels like the right 
time to have someone at a 
significantly new level in the 
administrative position to 
oversee more or less the as-
pects of equity and inclusion 
throughout our entire com-
munity,” said Griffith.

As a member of the An-
dover community for over 
25 years, Griffith has served 
as an Instructor in English, 
house counselor and Dean 
of Pine Knoll Cluster, among 
other roles.

LCG Appointed New Dean 
Of Equity and Inclusion

By HALEY SUH

COURTESY OF FACES OF ANDOVER

Griffith will use her experience as Dean of CAMD in 
her new position.

November 6, 2014

October 24, 2014

October 3, 2014

FALL TERM IN REVIEW
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WINTER TERM IN REVIEW

In the midst of a seem-
ingly perpetual snowstorm, 
students returned to campus 
at the beginning of January 
to meet Andover’s most re-
cent embodiment of the Non 
Sibi spirit. In the first week 
of the month, Head of School 
John Palfrey announced a 
$500,000 donation from An-
dover to the Andover Youth 
Foundation. Sent in mid-
December, the money will 
be used to help complete the 
Youth Foundation’s multi-
purpose room.

The end of January 
brought with it a raise of the 
iconic blue squash racket 
as Palfrey entered Paresky 
Commons to announce 
Head of School Day. Met 
with cheers and applause, 
Palfrey’s decision to provide 
students with a day of rest in 
mid-winter was clearly well-
received and appreciated.

In celebration of Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day (MLK 
Day), Brian Gittens ’89 re-
turned to campus to discuss 
his famed demonstration in 
front of Samuel Phillips Hall 
in protest of Andover’s lack 
of recognition of MLK Day. 
Gittens spent the entirety of 
MLK Day in his senior year 
sitting on the steps of the 
symbolic building instead 
of attending classes, listen-
ing to the iconic “I Have a 
Dream” speech. As the day 
progressed, more and more 
students chose to forgo class-

es to join in the protest. His 
actions led to the special day-
long programming Andover 
has today to celebrate MLK 
Day.

As the snow levels in-
creased and the temperature 
decreased, more and more 
students came down with 
the flu. This year, the num-
ber of sick students in Isham 
surged significantly from 
previous years. Numerous 
steps were taken in Paresky 
Commons to slow the rapid 
spread of the flu, including 
increasing the number of 
hand sanitizer stations and 
reducing self-serve options.

The end of January also 
brought one of the worst 
snowstorms in recent years. 
Dropping nearly two feet of 
snow on Andover’s campus, 
Winter Storm Juno resulted 
in the cancellation of classes, 
sports and community ser-
vice, as well as the closing of 
non essential buildings.

February began with a 
five million dollar donation 
from Peter Currie ’74 to the 
Tang Institute. The money 
will be used to fund the In-
stitute’s endeavors under the 
direction of Caroline Nolan, 
Director of the Institute.

Also in February, Student 
Leaders of Andover Mad-
ness (SLAM), Andover’s step 
team, celebrated its 20th an-
niversary. Both former mem-
bers and current students 
collaborated to create a new 
routine that was later per-
formed at a girls varsity bas-
ketball game.

A few weeks later, the fac-
ulty voted on and approved 
a new room visiting policy, 
which will be put into effect 
in the beginning of the 2015-
2016 school year. The new 
policy allows Junior room 
visitations with the lights on 
and doors open starting in 
January until the end of the 
year. Lowers and Uppers are 
allowed to have open door, 
lights on room visitations 
all year. Seniors are allowed 
to have open door, lights on 
visitations until January, af-
ter which they are allowed to 
have closed door visitations. 
This new plan replaced the 
policy proposed last spring 
which dictated that Uppers 
and Seniors would leave 
their doors ajar the width of 
a school-issued recycling bin.

Winter Term was also 
marked by several position 
turnovers. Rajesh Mundra, 
Dean of Pine Knoll and In-
structor in Biology, was ap-
pointed Assistant Dean of 
Students. David Gardner, 
Instructor in English, was 
appointed as to assume Mun-
dra’s previous role as Dean of 
Pine Knoll. Martha Fenton 
’83, Instructor in Athletics, 
and Tedd Parker, Instructor 
in History, will be the new 
Dean of West Quad North 
and Dean of Abbot respec-
tively. Michael Barker, Direc-
tor of Institutional Research 
and Assessment, will also 
replace Elisabeth Tully as the 
Director of the Oliver Wen-
dell Holmes Library.

Winter Term Brings Record Breaking 
Snow, Flu Season and HOSD to Campus

By KALINA KO

1/27/15: Students shovel out the sidewalk after historic blizzards. 
A.WESTFALL/THE PHILLIPIAN

Upon learning of her ap-
pointment as the new Dean 
of Students, Jennifer Elliott, 
Instructor in History and So-
cial Sciences, was overcome 
with mixed emotions of ex-
citement and nervousness, 
anticipating the challenges 
offered by her new position.

“I would say that other 
feelings that quickly followed 
were real gratitude and hu-
mility in terms of just the 
emails from colleagues and 
students who gave me their 
best wishes. I felt so grateful 
for their support. I’ve created 
a little file in my mailbox so 
that hopefully, in the harder 
moments, I can go back to 
those things and remember 
that people have faith in me 
right now,” said Elliott. 

Head of School John 
Palfrey announced Elliott’s 
appointment as Dean of Stu-
dents in an email to the An-
dover community on Friday, 
November 21. 

In her new role as Dean 
of Students, Elliott hopes to 
tackle the issue of “well-be-
ing” on campus.

“Well-being speaks a lot 
to stress-management and 
thinking about how to man-
age the really high expec-
tations that we impose on 
ourselves.  [I want] to think 
through how we can use that 
[stress] in a more productive 
way,” she said. 

Elliott hopes to partner 
with the Wellness and Empa-
thy Committee of the Strate-
gic Plan, who is also focusing 
on issues of stress and well-
being of Andover students. 

“I’m ready and eager to 
hear specific recommenda-
tions that [the Wellness and 
Empathy Committee] has for 
the Dean of Students Office, 
so I’m just getting myself in 
position to be pretty flexible, 
responsive and adaptive to 
those recommendations,” El-
liott said.

In particular, Elliott 
looks to work with Amy Pa-
tel, Medical Director, and 
Dr. Carol Israel, Director 
of Counseling at Graham 
House, to draft a program 
that educates students about 
health and wellness in order 
to combat the pressure and 

stress placed on students.
By analyzing, adopt-

ing and adapting models 
of health programs at peer 
schools, Elliott hopes to cre-
ate an alternative to the cur-
rent Personal & Community 
Education (PACE) course.  

“There are so many quali-
ties of PACE and so many 
topics that get addressed 
that are super important and 
worthwhile, and I would just 
say that I want more. I want 
more regular interaction, and 
I want more teachers and 
faculty involved, if possible,” 
said Elliott. 

“I think [teaching stu-
dents about wellness] is at the 
center of being able to do any-
thing else that we want to do. 
It’s like basic maintenance, 
and I want to prioritize that 
and give more time to it,” she 
continued. 

Elliott said her biggest 
concern in transitioning from 
being a teacher to the Dean of 
Students is becoming discon-
nected from students. 

“To lose that access and 
that interaction with kids 
would not only be really hard 
on a personal level for me, but 
I also think it would be hard 
to do a good job [as Dean of 
Students] without it,” said El-
liott.

Elliott aims to maintain 
a sense of accessibility and 
comfort with students by 
hosting munches at the Dean 
of Students’ house or even 
opening up the Dean of Stu-
dents Office to students dur-
ing conference.

“I try to be a pretty ac-
cessible person in general in 
terms of feeling friendly and 
someone kids feel comfort-
able talking to. Part of that I 

hope is instinctive, and kids 
will feel like I’m an adult on 
campus that they can come 
talk to,” said Elliott.

Looking ahead, Elliott 
expressed concerns about 
not having enough time to 
devote to her many passions 
on campus, including teach-
ing History and Social Sci-
ences, coaching Girls Varsity 
Squash and working with 
the Girls’ Leadership Project 
(GLP).

“For me, trying to main-
tain my role in the classroom 
is going to be really impor-
tant, in terms of just being 
able to have contact with 
students on a regular basis. I 
know for my health and well-
being, getting regular exer-
cise and being able to teach 
are two things that really 
keep me going,” said Elliot.

“I think, more than any-
thing, [I’m] trying to figure 
out what to give up… I would 
love to be able to maintain 
both [teaching and coaching].  
Mr. Murphy’s given me good 
advice that it doesn’t make 
sense to coach and teach at 
the same time, so perhaps I’ll 
end up coaching in the win-
ter and teaching in the fall 
and spring,” she continued.

Elliot said that while it 
will be difficult to balance 
teaching and coaching with 
her responsibilities as Dean 
of Students, she hopes to 
continue to do both. She also 
hopes to continue to work 
with GLP. According to El-
liott, spending time with the 
girls in the mentorship pro-
gram is crucial to her.

“My work with [GLP] is 
at the core of what I think 
about all the time.  I’m trying 
to figure out how to partner 
with other faculty members 
to share in the fun there ...  I 
love being able to work with 
the girls, so I wanted to make 
sure that I still have access 
and time with them,” said El-
liott.

Until she assumes the 
new position on July 1, 2015, 
Elliott will continue to be the 
House Counselor of Stowe 
House, to teach History and 
Social Sciences, to coach the 
Girls Varsity Squash Team 
and to serve as the Dean of 
Abbot Cluster.

Jennifer Elliot ’94 Appointed 
New Dean of Students

By ERICA SHIN

1/21/15: Head of School John Palfrey announces Head of School Day.
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Jennifer Elliot
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Rajesh Mundra, Dean 
of Pine Knoll Cluster and 
Instructor in Biology, will 
assume the role of Associ-
ate Dean of Students start-
ing in the 2015-2016 school 
year. Mundra will leave his 
current position as Cluster 

Dean, but he will continue 
to teach biology courses. “It 
is an exciting opportunity 
to use my Cluster Dean ex-
perience as well as other 
experiences I have had to 
contribute to student sup-
port programming,” said 
Mundra, “With many ideas 
being discussed related to 
the Strategic Plan and [Re-
becca M. Sykes Wellness 
Center] and other areas of 
the school, I want to help 
various initiatives integrate 
into the Dean of Students 
office work.” 

After starting his An-
dover career as a Teaching 
Fellow in Biology in 1991, 
Mundra has served as Dean 
of Pine Knoll Cluster for the 
past two years, as well as Di-
rector of the Niswarth Pro-
gram and Assistant Dean 
of the Office of Community 
and Multicultural Develop-
ment (CAMD). Mundra also 
served as a House Counselor 
in Rockwell, the largest Ju-
nior boys’ dorm, for 11 years.

As Assistant Dean of 
Students, Mundra will con-
tinue to work with the other 
Cluster Deans, as well as 
the student support offices 
and Jennifer Elliott, Dean of 
Abbot Cluster, who will be-
come Dean of Students next 
year.

“I look forward to work-
ing with [Elliott] on many 
short-and long-term proj-
ects including developing 
frameworks for our residen-
tial program, reviewing our 
housing process, developing 
community building pro-
grams with students and 
other projects that will meet 
the emerging needs of our 
community,” said Mundra. 

Mundra will support the 
Cluster Deans in various 
ways, including organiz-
ing programming with stu-
dents and house counselors, 
and collaborate with Isham 
Health Center, Graham 
House, CAMD, Academic 
Skills Center and the Dean 
of Studies Office. 

Although he is excited 

for his new role as Assistant 
Dean of Students, Mundra 
said that leaving the Pine 
Knoll cluster was one of the 
hardest parts about making 
his decision.

“My family and I love 
the [Pine Knoll] community 
– the genuine spirit, collec-
tive compassion and desire 
to take care of each other. I 
have learned so much about 
student well-being from 
their collective wisdom, 
perspectives and experienc-
es,” said Mundra. 

While serving as Dean 
of Pine Knoll Cluster, Mun-
dra said that he particularly 
enjoyed working with dif-
ferent students during Clus-
ter Council, Blue Key Head 
meetings, proctor/prefect 
meetings and disciplinary 
cases. 

“I also have a deep sense 
of gratitude to be working 
with an amazing group of 
house counselors in Fuess, 
Nathan Hale, Stevens, Stim-
son and Stuart. I will always 
carry with me the [Pine 
Knoll] goals of truth, trust 
and thankfulness,” said 
Mundra. 

Mundra will succeed 
Carlos Hoyt, current Asso-
ciate Dean of Students, Gra-
ham House Counselor and 
PACE Coordinator,  who 
was unavailable for com-
ment.

Mundra Appointed 
Associate Dean of Students

By ANNIE DAWON LEE

 Every day, Shaun Blugh 
’03 wakes up at 7:30 a.m., eats 
a quick breakfast and takes 
the subway to City Hall, 
where he meets with busi-
ness leaders, community or-
ganizers and local businesses 
to increase the diversity of 
Boston’s leadership person-
nel. 

Blugh has been appoint-
ed Boston’s first ever Chief 
Diversity Officer (CDO). As 
CDO, Blugh will work with 
Boston’s new Office of Diver-
sity to facilitate diversity in 
city government personnel.  

After screening and in-
terviewing potential candi-
dates from all over the coun-
try, Mayor Marty Walsh’s 
administration announced 
Blugh’s appointment on De-
cember 2, 2014. Blugh as-
sumed his duties on January 
5 of this year.

At Andover, Blugh was in-
volved in Afro-Latino-Amer-
ican Society and found that 
race and class played large 
roles in nearly every facet of 
his life. 

“Like on MLK Day… they 
always had a lot of events that 
helped us get started hav-
ing the discussions. You just 
saw the push for… becoming 
a school that really tries to 
live up to ‘Youth From Every 
Quarter,’ and to make a better 
student body and better insti-

tution and prepare students 
for life afterwards… Once 
all those events started tak-
ing place, it’s something that 
made me feel like I made the 
right choice,” said Blugh in an 
interview with The Phillipian. 

Blugh divides his respon-
sibilities into three main ar-
eas: recruitment, minority 
employment support and di-
versity training.

“We’re trying to get di-
verse talent at senior man-
agement positions, powerful 
positions, and to help shape 
city government,” said Blugh.

Blugh plans to support 
smaller businesses in the 
city by giving more city con-
tracts to local businesses that 
employ minorities, and he 
hopes to make Boston more 
welcoming as a result of in-
creased diversity training for 
City Hall members.

“We’re trying to help 
managers and senior posi-
tions in City Hall under-
stand…different cultures 
[and] how they can manifest 
in making the culture [in Bos-
ton] feel more welcoming. It’s 
important for people to feel 
welcomed,” said Blugh. 

To Blugh, being the CDO 
is an opportunity for him to 
change the general public’s 
image of Boston, and he says 
he’s willing to work through 
the challenges and difficul-
ties surrounding race and 
identity. 

“Boston has a percep-

tion of being unwelcoming to 
people of color, and I hope we 
can get to the point where we 
can help change that discus-
sion and make it that Boston 
is now in a place where... the 
people are running to look 
at that history, and then also 
look at what we’ve learned 
from it and look at how we’ve 
become a stronger city be-
cause of it,” he said.

Born in 1986 in Port of 
Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, 
Blugh lived on the tiny Ca-
ribbean nation for five years, 
until his parents decided to 
move to Brooklyn, NY. From 
a young age, he has been 
aware of the issues surround-
ing race, gender and class 
identity and how they’ve 
shaped his childhood. 

Since his childhood, the 
fight for equality across racial 
and class barriers in America 
has played an important role 
in Blugh’s life. In fifth grade, 
he enrolled in Prep for Prep, 
a program that prepares stu-
dents of color from New York 
City to apply to independent 
schools, according to its web-
site. 

“My parents helped make 
me very aware of it. Through 
programs such as Prep for 
Prep, you become, at a young 
age... aware of the differences 
and disparities in regards to 
opportunities, public versus 
private school, etc. and it’s 
something [that] has helped 
shape my academic career,” 

said Blugh.
Armed with the skills to 

perform well in a more rig-
orous learning environment, 
Blugh moved from his old 
public school to the Buckley 
School, a private K-9 institu-
tion. From there, he entered 
Andover as a Junior and then 
attended Georgetown Uni-
versity.

In eighth grade, when 
he was faced with a choice 
between Andover, Exeter, 
Hotchkiss and Loomis 
Chaffee, he found that the 
students and curriculum at 
Andover were important fac-
tors in his decision.

“It made me feel more 
comfortable. I just thought, 
the student body felt more 
right for me, and the cur-
riculum had more flexibility 
there, and it just felt like more 
of what I wanted to do while 
I was in high school,” he said.  

Blugh still looks back 
fondly on his experience at 
Andover. When asked if he 
had any advice to give to the 
students here today, he sim-
ply encouraged everyone to 
really get to know their peers. 

“You rarely get to spend 
the amount of time you do at 
a place with such quality in-
dividuals and teachers, that 
you should truly take that 
advantage. Everyone should 
really feel proud to be part of 
a school that’s so progressive 
and so supportive,” he said.

Blugh ’03 Carries Andover Experiences with Him As 
Boston’s Chief Diversity Officer

By AUSTIN TUAN

L.XUAN/THE PHILLIPIAN

Mundra will assume the 
role of Associate Dean of 
Students in Fall 2015.

December 12, 2014

January 16, 2015

January 9, 2014

PHOTOS OF THE TERM



WINTER TERM IN REVIEW

In January, the faculty 
will vote whether to re-
tain the room visiting rules 
passed last spring, or imple-
ment a new alternative poli-
cy.

The alternative policy 
will begin revision this Mon-
day when faculty members 
vote on amendments to the 
the alternative proposal. The 
House Counseling Commit-
tee (HCC) will finalize the 
alternative proposal before 
the final vote in the new year.

According to an email 
from Paul Murphy, Dean of 
Students, to the HCC, the 
alternative proposal cur-
rently allows Uppers to have 
closed-door room visits in 
the spring, and Seniors to 
have closed-door visits from 
January 1 to June. 

“Waiting until January 
for 12th graders and spring 
term for 11th graders would 
allow for new students to 
adjust to the school and the 
house counselors to get to 
know the students better be-
fore needing to discuss and 
make judgments about the 
appropriateness of a closed-
door room visit,” wrote Mur-
phy in an email to The Phillip-

ian.
The room visiting policies 

proposed last spring mandat-
ed that Uppers and Seniors 
had to keep their doors ajar 
the width of a school-issued 
recycling bin during room 
visits.

“I think there was gener-
al agreement from the HCC 
that we should take the fall 
term and entertain an alter-
native for the faculty to con-
sider,” said Murphy.

Additionally, there will 
be additions to the current 
room visiting policies in the 
Blue Book. As part of the 
additions, the Blue Book 
will include sections about 
“Healthy Relationships,” 
“Dormitory Room Visiting” 
and “Respect and Consent.”

The proposed addition of 
the “Healthy Relationships” 
section acknowledges sexual 
activity on campus, saying 
“Issues of sexuality, in par-
ticular, prove to be compli-
cated in virtually all cultures, 
and ours is no exception. As 
in all areas of identity, we 
want our students to grow to 
be comfortable in their sexu-
ality, and see this as a central 
developmental process of 
adolescence.”

Under the new “Respect 

and Consent” section, the 
Blue Book outlines six differ-
ent rules regarding consent. 
Most notable is the addition 
of a ‘yes means yes’ policy. 
According to the new ad-
dition, “consent cannot be 
inferred from the absence 
of a ‘no’; a clear, verbal ‘yes’ 
is necessary. Also, “consent 
must be ongoing throughout 
a sexual encounter and can 
be revoked at any time.”

The Alternative Proposal, 
as of December 9:

9th grade: none in fall; 
January to June: open doors 
with limited visiting as is the 
case in 2014-2015

 
10th grade: Open doors 

all year beginning on Octo-
ber 15

 
11th grade: Open doors 

from October 15 through 
winter term; doors may be 
closed during spring term.

12th grade: Open doors 
from October 15 to January 1; 
doors may be closed January 
to June.

Faculty Proposes 
New Room Visiting Policy

STAFF REPORT

December 12, 2014

Flavia Vidal, Instructor in English, stands alongside the Andover community in thought of the recent news of accused police brutality.
E.KAUFMANN-LADUC/THE PHILLIPIAN

Standing silently in the 
chilled air on the steps of 
Samuel Phillips Hall last 
Friday night, students lift-
ed up candles in memorial 
of those of the black com-
munity who lost their lives 
due to police brutality. The 
four and a half minutes of 
silence reflected the four 
and a half hours that Mi-
chael Brown’s body lay on 
the streets of Ferguson, 
Missouri this past August. 

The candlelight vigil 
followed an hour long 
community forum facili-
tated by students and fac-
ulty in Kemper Auditorium 
on the racial issues facing 
America in light of recent 
grand jury decisions. Over 
300 students attended the 
forum, according to Linda 
Carter Griffith, Dean of 
Community and Multicul-
tural Development.  

“The goal [of the fo-
rum] was not to achieve 
uniformity but to enable 
reflection and initiate a 
set of conversations that 
will continue,” said Dr. 
Thomas Kane, Instructor 

in English. 
Although the conversa-

tion in each group varied, 
most moderators based 
the discussions on an ex-
change of perspectives and 
ideas. 

 “I think for me it was 
also important that people 
came with open minds 
and were willing to hear 
different perspectives. [It 
was also important] that 
they were able to consider 
perspectives that were 
different from their own 
and try to understand why 
the things that they may 
be thinking are different 
from their peers and why 
that might be,” said Carrie 
Ingerman ’15, a facilitator 
of one of the groups. 

Several groups focused 
on how students could ad-
vocate and assist in chang-
es they believed were 
necessary in response to 
the cases. Some sugges-
tions included advocating 
against specific, racially 
slanted laws or reforming 
the prosecutorial system.

 “You look at the way 

the prosecutor in the Mi-
chael Brown case worked, 
and [then] you think about 
the way the prosecutor 
typically works with the 
police to get evidence to 
prosecute criminals. But 
when you have a prosecu-
tor who has to prosecute 
a police officer, that pres-
ents itself as a conflict of 
interest automatically,” 

said Devontae Freeland 
’15, another facilitator of 
one of the groups. 

Other groups focused 
on more practical con-
cepts, talking about the 
possible integration of 
such discussions of race 
into a classroom setting 
and the extension of con-
versation beyond forums. 

“I think that we should 

talk about race in all dif-
ferent kinds of places. It 
can’t just be at these fo-
rums. I think that with 
these forums, it’s hard to 
delve deep into these top-
ics … I think these topics 
would be a lot more easily 
discussed in the dorm and 
classrooms,” said Fiona 
Yonkman ’16.

Several groups also dis-
cussed the Ferguson case 
itself and grappled with 
the trial’s outcomes and 
the events surrounding it. 
The conversation included 
discussions of the emo-
tional responses and ex-
periences of Andover stu-
dents to the events.

 “I was not surprised 
[by the non-indictment] 
because I expected that, 
but I was shocked as well 
because I feel like we’ve 
gone through so much as 
a country as a whole and 
it was like ‘wow this can 
happen again’… I’m still 
working on getting the 
whole story, because I 
don’t think I can make a 
just opinion from what I’ve 

been hearing,” said Justice 
Robinson ’18.

After the non-indict-
ments that resulted from 
both the Brown and Gar-
ner case, both students and 
teachers alike felt the ne-
cessity for discussion both 
on the physical events and 
emotional responses.

 “I think a huge part of 
the problem with events 
like the tragedy in Fer-
guson, like Eric Garner’s 
death, is you only have cer-
tain pockets of people … 
grieving...It was so impor-
tant to have all of Andover 
realize that this was an im-
portant event,” said Jaleel 
Williams ’15, a facilitator 
of one of the groups.  

“The Ferguson case 
brought up many ques-
tions and emotions for 
many students like me… 
For me, the forum pro-
vided both answers to my 
questions and a safe space 
to work through emotions 
and feelings related to the 
events of Ferguson,” said 
Akhil Rajan ’17.

 

Andover Community Pauses to Reflect on Recent Grand Jury Decisions

By KALINA KO

December 12, 2014
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A candlelight vigil followed an hour long community 
forum on the charged events of the previous months.

Andover donated 
$500,000 to the Andover 
Youth Foundation (AYF) 
in support of the Town of 
Andover’s Cormier Youth 
Center, according to an 
email Head of School 
John Palfrey sent to the 
Andover community on 
December 16. The gift 
will fund the completion 
of the center’s multi-pur-
pose room. 

Although the build-
ing itself has already 
been constructed, Palfrey 
hopes that the school’s 
gift will serve as an in-
centive for others in the 
community to help raise 
the additional $500,000 
necessary to complete all 
the interior elements. 

“We’re thrilled to be 
able to support the youth 
center and to see the 
school’s founding prin-
ciple of ‘non sibi’ (‘not 
for self’) animated in the 
energy and dedication of 
those behind this impor-
tant project,” said Palfrey, 
according to the Andover 
website. 

After years of discus-
sion on creating a town 
youth center, a series of 
town meeting approvals 

led to a groundbreaking 
behind Doherty Middle 
School last summer, and 
the 21,000 square foot 
building is now sched-
uled to open in late spring 
of 2015. 

The building’s facili-
ties will include a gymna-
sium, classrooms, video 
lab, fitness room, multi-
purpose room, kitchen 
and the offices of the 
town’s Youth Services 
Department.

In an email to the An-
dover community, Pal-
frey gave special thanks 
to Nancy Jeton, Special 
Assistant to the Head of 
School, Stephen Carter, 
Chief Operating and Fi-
nancial Officer and the 
Trustees for their effort 
in developing the facility.

In his email, Palfrey 
addressed the impor-
tance of giving back to the 
community.  According to 
Palfrey, Andover donates 
hundreds of thousands of 
dollars each year to the 
Town of Andover.

“We believe it is essen-
tial that we do our part as 
a community to support 
the town in which we 
live.  We make a higher 
payment [to the Town of 
Andover], and do so more 
consistently, than any 
other school of our kind 
that we know of in the 

state.  We will continue to 
seek to find ways to sup-
port the schools, public 
services and youth ser-
vices of the Town of An-
dover — to do our part as 
an institution,” said Pal-
frey in his email.

Andover Presents $500,000 Gift To 
Andover Youth Foundation

By HALEY SUH

Palfrey presents the Andover Youth Foundation with a check.
COURTESY OF ANDOVER.EDU

Head of School John 
Palfrey announced a $5 
million gift from Peter 
Currie ’74, President of 
the Board of Trustees, 
to the endowment of the 
Tang Institute in a press 
release on January 28. 
Currie’s gift will be used 
primarily to fund the In-
stitute’s endeavors un-
der Caroline Nolan, the 
inaugural Currie Family 
Director of the Tang In-
stitute.

Combined with pre-
vious support from Os-
car Tang ’56, former 
President of the Board 
of Trustees, along with 
gifts from fellow trustees, 
alumni and parents, Cur-
rie’s donation brought the 

Institute’s total endow-
ment to more than $20 
million.

“We are tremendously 
grateful for [Currie]’s gift 
and humbled by the fact 
that two generations of 
trustee leadership have 
eagerly stepped forward 
to establish a solid foun-
dation for the faculty-in-
spired work for the Tang 
Institute,” said Palfrey.

Currie said that one 
inspiration for his sup-
port of the Institute was 
the ideas outlined in An-
dover’s new Strategic 
Plan.  “The Tang Institute 
is definitely part of that 
vision [in the Plan] — a 
center devoted to the art, 
science and assessment of 
teaching and learning,” 
he added.

The Tang Institute has 

already collaborated with 
Khan Academy, a non-
profit educational organi-
zation, to create an online 
calculus course, support 
off-campus programs in 
places like India, China, 
Brazil and South Africa, 
facilitate student and fac-
ulty research of the sci-
ence of learning and de-
velop an astronomy web 
portal.

These initiatives have 
been propelled by part-
nerships between Ando-
ver faculty, students and 
off-campus educators and 
organizations and over-
seen by Nolan, who joined 
Andover a year ago after 
working as the Associate 
Director at the Berkman 
Center for Internet and 
Society at Harvard Uni-
versity.

“Having exposure to 
team-based projects that 
[are] mediated by global 
connectivity and ex-
perimentation will serve 
young people extremely 
well. The ability to test 
new ideas, iterate and 
adapt are highly sought 
qualities in today’s econ-
omy,” said Currie.

Palfrey added, “I see 
the Tang Institute as 
Andover’s contribution 
to what will be a highly 
distributed global con-
versation about the fu-
ture of secondary educa-
tion... The establishment 
of the Institute with such 
generous support marks 
great progress towards 
that vision.”

Pete Currie ’74 Gives $5 Million to Tang Institute

By CANDY CHAN

February 6, 2015

January 9, 2015
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WINTER TERM IN REVIEW

Martha Fenton

 Breathing out puffs of 
steam in the frigid January air, 
Martha Fenton ’83, Instructor 
in Athletics, walks her Golden 
Retriever, Yukon, through the 
Quads.

Fenton will move from 
one side of the Quads to the 
other when she replaces Dean 
of West Quad North Cluster, 
Frank Tipton, who will leave 
Andover at the end of this 
school year to serve as the As-
sistant Head of School of Gann 
Academy in Waltham, Mass.

 “I hope to be able to take 
what I have learned from [dif-
ferent Cluster Deans] and from 
my own leadership experience 
to create an environment in 
[West Quad North] that is both 
supportive and welcoming,” 
wrote Fenton in an email to The 
Phillipian.

Currently a House Coun-
selor in Johnson Hall, an In-
structor in Athletics and Coach 
of Girls Varsity Field Hockey, 
Ice Hockey and Lacrosse, Fen-
ton hopes that her roles on cam-
pus as a coach, a teacher and a 
parent will remain the same.

As part of her new role 
as Dean of West Quad North 
Cluster, Fenton will move from 
Johnson Hall, a girls’ dorm in 
West Quad South, to Churchill 
House, a faculty house without 
students. 

Having lived in Johnson 
Hall for the past two years, 
Fenton said that she loves the 

environment of Johnson and 
will miss living in the dorm 
next year.

“I will need to move out 
of Johnson, which is hard for 
me because I love it here. …  
I love the space, the energy 
of the dorm [and] working 
with [Lixia] Ma, [who is also a 
House Counselor in Johnson,] 
and the teaching fellows, and 
[West Quad South] has been a 
tremendous cluster for us to be 
in for the past two years,” said 
Fenton in an interview with 
The Phillipian.

Fenton lives with her hus-
band, John Fenton, her three 
children, Jordy Fenton ’17, Addy 
Fenton and Owen Fenton, and 
Yukon.  Fenton likes to spend 
time with her family during her 
days off. 

“I have three kids, and 
they’re all busy doing things, so 
[we] try to spend as much time 
together as possible when we’re 
[free]. We like to do things out-
side. We like to do things that 
are active, and I have a lot of 
family in the area that we visit,” 
said Fenton.

Fenton said her colleagues, 
her fellow coaches and the stu-
dents inspire her to improve in 
all aspects of her life at Andover. 

“I’ve been here for 21 years, 
and it’s definitely the people 
that keep me here. I work with 
really tremendous colleagues 
who support me. The students 
are motivating, pushing me to 
be my best all the time.”

David Gardner

Although his schedule 
is full between teaching 
two sections of English 
300, an English elective 
and Personal & Commu-
nity Education, David 
Gardner, Instructor in 
English, will make time 
to become the Dean of 
Pine Knoll Cluster this 
upcoming school year.

Gardner will succeed 
Rajesh Mundra, who will 
assume the position of 
Associate Dean of Stu-
dents next year.

Aside from teaching 
English, Gardner serves 
as the LGBTQ Advisor in 
the Community and Mul-
ticultural Development 
(CAMD) Office, a role 
that he plans to continue 
in as he steps into his new 
position.

As Cluster Dean, 
Gardner hopes to engage 
in robust conversations 
about how best to support 
and celebrate all Andover 
students, focusing on in-
clusion and diversity.

“I hope as Cluster 
Dean I can help us contin-
ue thinking deeply about 
race, class, gender, abil-
ity, religion and sexuality 
– especially as we move 
ahead with the strategic 
plan which makes equity 
and inclusion a prior-

ity,” wrote Gardner in an 
email to The Phillipian.

 Gardner is currently 
a House Counselor in 
Draper Cottage, a boys’ 
dorm in Abbot Cluster, 
but he will have to move 
to Pine Knoll to be Clus-
ter Dean.  Although he 
will miss Draper, Gard-
ner looks forward to the 
change.

“I’ll miss my Ab-
bot colleagues and liv-
ing in a small dorm, but 
I’m thrilled and honored 
to get to work with the 
amazing students and 
faculty in Pine Knoll,” 
said Gardner. 

Gardner finds time in 
his busy schedule to lis-
ten to music and makes 
sure to go to Boston at 
least once a month to at-
tend a concert or play. His 
favorite singers are Ma-
donna and Stephen Sond-
heim.

“I’d say my favorite 
singer of all time is Ma-
donna (early Madonna), 
because her music is both 
uplifting and tinged with 
sadness. I am also partial 
to Sondheim, but for dif-
ferent reasons (his imagi-
nation, his staggeringly 
beautiful turns of phrase, 
his virtuosity in grap-
pling with ambivalence),” 
said Gardner.

Tedd Parker

Holding oversized, card-
board cutouts of their own 
faces, the eight Senior boys 
who currently live in Samari-
tan House posed with their 
House Counselor, Tedd Park-
er, Instructor in History and 
Social Sciences, for a dorm 
picture.

As a result of his new po-
sition, Parker will move from 
Samaritan House, a boys’ 
dorm in Abbot, to Stowe 
House, where Jennifer El-
liott ’94, Dean of Abbott Clus-
ter, previously lived.  Stowe 
House will become a boys’ 
dorm, and Samaritan House 
will be converted into a girls’ 
dorm.

“[Elliott] has demonstrat-
ed an ability to foster rela-
tionships with the students 
of Abbot while supporting 
the house counselors, com-
plements and faculty of the 
cluster in their respective 
roles. I hope to follow in her 
footsteps and continue to 
build a strong sense of com-
munity within the cluster,” 
wrote Parker in an email to 
The Phillipian. 

In addition to teaching 
two classes of Economics and 
one of History 100, Parker is 
an Assistant Coach of Boys 
Varsity Hockey and Baseball. 

Due to his new com-
mitments as Cluster Dean, 
Parker will be teaching few-

er classes, but he hopes to 
keep an active presence in 
the dorms and to continue 
coaching.  

“I still hope to be involved 
with athletics and with the 
dorm, so I think the big-
gest change will probably 
be a decrease in the amount 
of interaction I have in the 
classroom,” said Parker in an 
interview with The Phillipian.

Parker said that leaving 
Samaritan House and the 
eight boys who currently live 
in the dorm will be most dif-
ficult part of his transition to 
Cluster Dean.  

“Tuesday night dorm 
meetings are comic relief. 
They are a great group of 
guys that get along very well, 
and it’s been fun to get to 
know them on a personal lev-
el living with them this year, 
and I’ll definitely miss that,” 
said Parker.

Parker said that his fa-
vorite aspect of Andover 
is the diverse range of stu-
dents from all over the world 
whom he has had the chance 
to meet and teach. 

 “You have people at An-
dover with all different inter-
ests. Going and eating a meal 
with someone new, getting 
to learn about their interests 
and what motivates them, 
that’s what really creates this 
energy at the school that is 
extremely rare at [other] high 
schools,” he said. 

On Thursday, January 22, Patrick Farrell, Dean of Faculty, sent an email to the faculty announcing the appointments of Martha Fenton ’83, David Gardner and Tedd Parker as Dean of 
West Quad North, Pine Knoll and Abbot Clusters, respectively. 

Fenton, Gardner and Parker were chosen from a pool of eight applicants. They will assume their positions in the 2015-2016 school year. 
“We felt fortunate to have a strong pool of candidates and are grateful to all of those who applied,” wrote Farrell in his email. 
Aside from hosting cluster munches, Cluster Deans play an integral role in Andover life by acting on disciplinary committees, maintaining close contact with house counselors and super-

vising Cluster Council.

Fenton ’83, Gardner and Parker Appointed Cluster Deans

By ALICE BALLARD-ROSSITER
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Martha Fenton, future Cluster Dean of West Quad North.
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David Gardner will succeed Rajesh Mundra to become 
the Cluster Dean of Pine Knoll.
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Tedd Parker will become the Cluster Dean of Abbot.

Sitting in a classroom in 
Morse Hall, Annie Zhu ’17 
furiously worked through 
25 math problems on the 
American Math Competi-
tion (AMC)-10 exam on 
February 3. Zhu was one of 
six students in the entire 
country to receive a perfect 
score on the test.

Hoping to qualify for 
the American Invitational 
Math Examination (AIME), 
Zhu took the exam for the 
third time after receiving 
139.5 out of 150 both times 
on her first two exams. 
In order to qualify for the 
AIME, Zhu had to score 
in the top 2.5 percent of all 
AMC-10 scores.

“The AMC-10 is a big 
math competition for the 
school because people take 
it into account for future 
competitions. It is a basis for 
others to judge your math 
level,” said Zhu in an inter-
view with The Phillipian.

Zhu spends one to two 
hours per day working on 
problems and developing 
her skills. In addition, she 
takes Math 595 (AP BC Cal-
culus).

Zhu said that her favor-
ite part about math is that 
problem solving requires a 
distinct and complex way of 
thinking.

“I like how [in class] we 
don’t restrict ourselves to 
testing material. Our teach-
er gives us challenging yet 
inspiring and interesting 
major assignment prob-
lems,” said Zhu.

In the past, Zhu attended 
math classes outside school 
near her home in Shanghai 
to prepare for math exami-
nations and competitions. 

Since becoming a boarding 
student, however, she pre-
pares by looking at older 
problems from past exams 
and learning their solutions.

“Math is like athletics. 
You can do it everyday to 
maintain your level. How-
ever, if you didn’t do it for a 
while, your level will defi-
nitely drop,” continued Zhu.

To continue expand-
ing on her skills, Zhu at-
tends Math Club meetings 
every Wednesday. Advised 
by     Khiem Doba, Instruc-
tor in Mathematics, Math 
Club focuses on working on 
problems and strategies for 
competitions.

“I think that Math Club 
is really comprehensive be-
cause we have a very good 
system. We have [active] 
board members, and [Doba] 
attends every meeting. We 
even have organized ex-
tra practices to prepare for 
math competitions,” said 
Zhu.

Zhu said that her favor-
ite aspect of math competi-

tions is meeting people who 
share her passion for math.

“Personally, I am not 
much of an English or art 
type of person, so I would 
say I feel happier when I 
talk about math with other 
people,” said Zhu.

The AMC-10 exam chal-
lenges students to solve 
difficult questions using 
algebra, geometry and pre-
calculus concepts. Students 
already know the concepts 
tested before the exam.

“That’s what I love about 
math – it’s a kind of art; you 
don’t really need hard tech-
niques to solve problems. If 
you don’t get it, you don’t get 
it,” said Zhu.

The AMC-10 exam in-
volves a series of 25 multi-
ple-choice questions. For 
each correct answer, six 
points are awarded, for a to-
tal of 150 points. Ninth and 
tenth graders can take the 
AMC-10 exam, and 11th and 
12th graders can take the 
AMC-12 exam.

Annie Zhu ’17 One of Six in Nation To 
Recieve Perfect Score in AMC-10

By SUSAN YUN

Annie Zhu ’17 spends one or two hours a day working on 
math problems.
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During the 2014 - 2015 
academic year, Isham 
Health Center expects to 
treat around 100 concussion 
cases, 30 more than in 2012. 
According to Dr. Amy Patel, 
this upward trend is not only 
present here at Andover, but 
also at schools around the 
country. 

Concussion diagnosis 
and awareness have been 
prioritized at Andover in the 
past few years, with every 
new student taking the Im-
PACT baseline concussion 
test every two years. Addi-
tionally, there have been re-
cent changes to concussion 
protocol: students may now 
be kept in Isham for up to 72 
hours.

The ImPACT testing was 
first used by the training 
room for athletes, however, 
every student was soon re-
quired to be tested the fall of 
their first year at Andover as 
a baseline model. 

Concussion Protocol 
(according to Isham)

When a student is first 
diagnosed with a concus-
sion, or Traumatic Brain In-
jury, he or she spends 24-72 
hours in Isham, under a strict 
protocol of complete rest. Af-
ter leaving Isham, students 
slowly resume normal activi-
ties, starting with academ-
ics and progressing towards 
athletics and other extracur-
ricular activities. 

“The symptoms are self-
reported. Students have to 
share what they’re feeling, 
and Isham uses the student’s 
statements to determine 
when to do a follow up test,” 
said Marlena Ysalguez, Aca-
demic Skills Specialist. 

“Once they are back to 
their baseline [ImPACT] as-

sessment, they can start inte-
grating back into academics 
and work with our Athletic 
Trainers on a ‘Return to Play’ 
protocol. If they go through 
all of this without symptoms, 
then they have the green 
light to reintegrate complete-
ly,” said Dr. Amy Patel, Medi-
cal Director. 

Students with traumatic 
brain injuries can miss any-
where from a few days to 
several weeks of classes, in-
cluding major assignments. 
Patel emphasized that the re-
covery process is best taken 
slowly.

“When I got to Andover 
I figured out a short-term 
plan for me to work with the 
trainers,” said Lila Brady ’18, 
who suffered from a concus-
sion before the start of her 
Junior year.

”I started out doing really 
low impact workouts. After 
two months, I was feeling 
pretty good, so my parents 
and I pushed to go to the next 
step and increase my activity 
level,” she said. 

“Students can go to class, 
but they can’t take anything 
high stakes while they’re 
symptomatic,” said Patricia 
Davison, Coordinator of Stu-
dent Disabilities and Direc-
tor of the Academic Skills 
Center.

In the case of an elon-
gated recovery, students 
can seek the assistance of 
the Academic Skills Center 
(ASC). The ASC works with 
students to set a schedule for 
making up work, and works 
with teachers to compromise 
on some assignments.

“We never compromise 
the integrity of the course. 
Anything that’s essential 
cannot be waived. They have 
to prove at the end of the 
term that they’ve done all the 
essential requirements in the 

course,” said Davison. 
Although Isham and ASC 

provide support for students, 
not all faculty members are 
familiar with concussion 
procedures. 

Psychological effects
“It’s like telling an opera 

singer they can’t sing, telling 
a kid here that they can’t use 
their brain,” said Davison, 
about the psychological dif-
ficulties of being held back by 
concussion symptoms. 

“One of the worst things 
about having a concussion 
here is not knowing how 
much of it is in your head 
and how much of it is an ac-
tual medical condition. That 
insecurity was probably the 
most challenging part of my 
injury,” said Lucius Xuan ’15, 
who suffered a concussion 
during his Junior year.

The anxiety often associ-
ated with missing work has 
been proven to exacerbate 
concussion symptoms, ac-
cording to Davison. In ef-
forts to catch up too quickly, 
many students end up setting 
themselves back farther.

“Sometimes in recovery, 
you can take a few steps for-
ward and then have a set-
back, which is really anxiety-
inducing for many students,” 
said Patel. 

Riley Hughes ’17 said, 
“Even though falling behind 
is upsetting, they keep telling 
me it’s all about my health. It 
gets kind of frustrating, be-
cause I want to push myself 
to just jump back in, and in 
this case, I can’t.”

Throughout combating 
student anxiety and frustra-
tion, Andover and Isham 
continue to support students 
by prioritizing their health 
and resuming their normal 
lives in the most manageable, 
healthy way possible.

Rise in Number of Concussion Diagnoses 
Leads to Re-examination of Treatment

By HARPER NORTH
February 27, 2015 January 23, 2015

January 30, 2015



Out of the Blue, a student-
led organization dedicated to 
educating the student body 
about the intricacies of iden-
tity, hosted a forum titled 
“embRACE” to allow mem-
bers of the Andover commu-
nity to talk about race in a 
safe and comfortable setting 
last Wednesday evening.

The forum, which fea-
tured an anonymous text-in 
opportunity and student-fa-
cilitated groups in which par-
ticipants openly discussed 
race relations at Andover and 
elsewhere, was conceived to 
keep recent conversations 
about race on campus aflame.

The event’s organizers’ 
main goal was to create a 
safe space in which commu-
nity members – regardless of 
prior knowledge of the topic 
– could discuss race without 
judgement, said Alessa Cross 
’16, one of the forum’s facilita-
tors.

“What often happens is 
that we all focus on defini-
tions and arming ourselves 

with the right vocabulary to 
talk about race or any other 
facet of identity so that we 
avoid making any mistakes,” 
wrote Alba Disla ’15, an or-
ganizer and a facilitator of 
the event, in an email to The 
Phillipian. “While that ap-
proach is definitely valuable, 
not enough time is devoted to 
looking within ourselves and 
asking ourselves questions 
about how we identify.”

Participants in the fo-
rum were asked to respond 
to questions posted on the 
walls of the Underwood 
Room, which were intended 
to spark conversations on 
topics ranging from personal 
racial identity to participants’ 
fears about the forum. Soon 
after, students began to move 
about the room and read oth-
ers’ responses, writing check 
marks on the ones that reso-
nated with them.

Upon entering embRACE, 
participants were assigned 
to discussion groups. The 
groups, each headed by two 
student facilitators, offered a 
chance for every voice to en-
ter the conversation.

“[Our group] talked about 

our personal experiences 
based on where we come 
from and what we’ve seen 
within our own friend-group 
dynamic, here at [Andover],” 
said Janet Conklin ’17 in an 
interview with The Phillipian.

“If race is a fluid con-
struct – some might say a 
social construct––we have to 
remember that racism isn’t,” 
Adrian Khactu, Instruc-
tor in English, added. “We 
think of racism as interper-
sonal racism, that doesn’t 
happen so much here in our 
small New England enclave. 
But we don’t realize is that 
there are many other types 
of racism: systemic racism, 
institutional racism. We need 
only look at the fact that the 
wealth gap by race, here in 
2015 in the United States, is 
actually larger than in South 
Africa during the time of 
Apartheid.”

Audience members end-
ed the night by applauding 
Out of the Blue’s initiative 
and the guidance of Linda 
Carter Griffith, Dean of the 
Office of Community and 
Multicultural Development, 
in organizing the forum. 

The facilitators encouraged 
students and faculty mem-
bers interested in keeping 
the conversation alive to get 
involved in spreading discus-
sion throughout campus.

Cam Mesinger ’16 said, “I 
think that this [forum] was 
really well-advertised, but 
these kind of conversations 
can’t really die down. Espe-
cially [because] Ferguson 
was last summer… trying to 
just keep the discussion go-
ing after the media stops 
covering it, after people stop 
being ‘interested’ is really im-
portant.”

Disla added, “The clos-
ing remarks, in which [the 
facilitators] asked students 
who wanted to continue the 
conversation to sign up for 
an email list, was an open 
invitation for those who are 
seeking some next steps in 
this kind of work. For some 
people, this was the start of 
a long journey toward under-
standing the impacts of race 
and we want to emphasize 
that the Andover community 
is willing to do something 
with them.”

embRACE Forum Held to Promote Discussion on Race

By PETER ROSSANO
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SPRING TERM IN REVIEW

Despite the snow that 
blanketed campus at the 
beginning of spring, stu-
dents eagerly took full 
advantage of the warm 
weather that shortly en-
sued, congregating to the 
Great Lawn to play Spike 
Ball, toss Frisbees and tan.

In the first few weeks 
of Spring Term, the stu-
dent body elected Annette 
Bell ’16 and Theo Perez ’16 
as School Co-Presidents 
for the 2015-2016 school 
year. Bell and Perez will 
succeed former Co-Presi-
dents David Gutierrez ’15 
and Rebecca Somer ’15.

Students displayed 
their school spirit in Low-
er Right of Paresky Com-
mons, cheering on mem-
bers of the Class of 2016 
as they sang and danced 
in front of their peers in 
hopes of becoming a Blue 
Key Head (BKH). Current 
Uppers Victoria Bergeron, 
Diego Chavez, James Fly-
nn, Richard Ira, Payton 
Jancsy, Kelly McCarthy, 
Nate Redding, Caroline 
Shipley, Fran Trautmann 
and Kasey Welsh now don 
the traditional blue pleat-
ed skirts as Class of 2016 
BKHs.

Contributing to the ex-
citement on campus, over 
300 prospective students 
spent a day at Andover as 
part of the spring revisit 
program. The 2015 admis-
sion season closed with a 
yield of 84 percent and an 

admittance rate of 14 per-
cent as 348 newly admit-
ted students join the An-
dover community.

Celebrity Chef and res-
taurateur Ming Tsai ’82 
visited Andover in April 
and appeared as a judge in 
Andover’s first-ever “Iron 
Chef” competition, where 
12 student pairs were giv-
en a budget of $30 to create 
the best dish.

A few weeks later, final-
ists for the annual Means 
Essay prize – Auguste 
White ’17, Samantha Lin 
’16 and Jared Newman ’15 
– read aloud their essays 
during ASM. Their Essays 
were titled: “Wonderful 
Things,” “They Dance for 
Me” and “It Becomes a Dif-
ferent Story,” respectively.

In late April, Sarah 
Hammond Creighton re-
layed the importance of 
the climate-change crisis 
during ASM in celebration 
of Earth Day. Creighton 
encouraged the audience 
to recognize their impact 
on the planet’s climate and 
to take deliberate actions 
in protecting it.

In addition, several 
teams composed of An-
dover girls engaged in the 
Technovation project, a 
worldwide technology 
entrepreneurship com-
petition in which teams 
submit mobile apps to in-
dustry experts for feed-
back. These teams were: 
“007,” “WoCo & Co.,” “Girl 
Code” and “Seventh” with 
their apps “Sous,” “Praise-

Pop,” “InLingo” and “The 
Pack,” respectively.

As the cool April days 
transformed into warm 
May weather, twins Ales-
sandra Allen ’16 and Adri-
enne Allen ’16 founded 
Andover’s first feminist 
magazine “BOSS Maga-
zine” to examine inter-
sectionality and feminism 
through various lenses. 
BOSS Magazine aims to 
provide a feminism outlet 
for girls and feminists on 
campus.

In addition to the 
founding of BOSS Maga-
zine, Alex Dziadosz ’15 and 
Payton Jancsy ’15 brought 
the “It’s On Us” campaign, 
an initiative to end sexual 
assault in communities, to 
campus. After seeing such 
incidents publicized in the 
media, Dziadosz and Janc-
sy wanted to spread aware-
ness of how students can 
prevent and fight against 
sexual assault in hopes of 
making Andover as safe as 
possible for everyone.

As the school year 
drew to a close, students 
relished their final weeks 
in the warm weather by 
wearing pastel shorts and 
sunglasses. Seniors in par-
ticular celebrated their 
last moments as Andover 
students, spending time 
with classmates, faculty 
and alumni, and partaking 
in various school-hosted 
activities before Com-
mencement.

Spring Term Ushers in New School 
Co-Presidents and Blue Key Heads

By SUSAN YUN

April 10, 2015

embRACE featured student facilitated groups in which partcipants openly discussed race relations at Andover and 
elsewhere. 

The Andover com-
munity has been granted 
free access to the digital 
subscription of “The New 
York Times” (“The Times”) 
through a recent deal be-
tween the Oliver Wendell 
Holmes Library (OWHL) 
and “The Times.”

“Over the past few years, 
people have at various times 
asked us if they can get ac-
cess to [‘The Times’]. A 
couple years ago, I went to a 
library conference, and they 
were talking about the in-
stitutional access program, 
and I was very interested 

in that, because I thought it 
would be important for this 
community,” Elisabeth Tul-
ly, Director of the OWHL, 
said.

Originally, the school-
wide subscription was 
deemed too expensive 
by the OWHL, but “The 
Times” recently contacted 
Tully to inform her of their 
price drop from $14,000 to 
$6,000 a year. In addition, 
“The Times” also adjusted 
their access availability, al-
lowing all members of the 
Andover community to use 
the program regardless of 
their location, rather than 
excluding day students and 
adults who live off campus.

“[‘The Times’] was pro-
hibitively expensive and 
[did not allow access] to 
what we wanted. As time 
has gone by, however, ‘The 
Times’ has realized they 
were pricing themselves 
out of the market, and they 
needed to hit a price point 
that people could actually 
support,” Tully said.

In order to determine 
the initial support for the 
program, Tully posted a 
survey towards the end of 
February on Blackboard 
and the OWHL website. 
Users were asked whether 
they were currently sub-
scribed to “The Times,” if 
they were not subscribed 
but would like to if it were 
free or if they were not in-
terested in the program. 
Out of the hundreds of fac-
ulty members and students 

who took the survey, the 
majority answered that 
they are interested in hav-
ing the digital subscription.

“We were pretty confi-
dent that people would be 
interested in this, but one 
of the reasons you do a sur-
vey is to make people aware 
that you are thinking about 
this [program]. We were 
really overwhelmed by 
how quickly people said, ‘I 
would definitely use this,’ so 
it was kind of a no-brainer,” 
Tully said.

Despite its subscription 
to “The Times,” the OWHL 
still remains cognizant of 
the merits of providing a 
broad range of news sources 
to campus.

“Spending this [amount] 
of money on ‘The New York 
Times,’ which is acknowl-
edged as an excellent news-
paper yet considered to be 
disproportionately repre-
sentative of one range of 
opinions, is hard for us to 
do. If we were able to, we 
would [set up a similar pro-
gram] for ‘The Wall Street 
Journal’ or another news-
paper considered to be on 
the other side of the spec-
trum,” Tully said.

A user must be on cam-
pus in order to be authenti-
cated to set up an account. 
After creating an account 
on the “Group Pass” page 
of “The New York Times,” 
a user can access the news-
paper off campus from any-
where in the world with 
their login information.

OWHL Offers Free 
‘New York Times’ Subscriptions

By SUSAN YUN

In response to a large in-
crease in the number of visits 
to Graham House in the past 
two years, the Empathy and 
Balance Subcommittee of the 
Strategic Plan is creating a 
new required curriculum for 
students to promote commu-
nity wellness.

The new curriculum pro-
posed by the faculty in Febru-
ary will include two different 
models for upperclassmen 
and lowerclassmen. Juniors 
and Lowers will take an al-
tered version of the currently 
existing Personal and Com-
munity Education (PACE) 
class, said Carol Israel, Di-
rector of Graham House. 
Classes will be taught by An-
dover faculty members, who 
will receive training from 
Graham House counselors, 
and address topics such as 
stress management, time 
management, coping skills 
and mindfulness. As part of 
the proposal, Seniors will 
take weekly classes about 
the transition to college, and 
both Seniors and Uppers will 
be given the opportunity to 
gain leadership skills by lead-
ing the Junior and Lower 
classes.

“The idea is that [students 
from] all four years will have 
much more time devoted to 
strengthening their coping 
skills, strengthening their 
empathy skills, helping peo-
ple feel more confident [and] 
basically learn to treat people 
more decently. There will be 
a real curriculum for all four 
years that’s not just, ‘Sit in the 
classroom and read a book.’ 
It’ll be a variety of things,” 
said Israel.

So far this year, 318 stu-
dents have visited Graham 
House, and the number will 

likely exceed 400 by the end 
of the year, according to Is-
rael. In the 2013-2014 school 
year, 379 students visited 
Graham House, and in the 
three years prior to that, the 
number of students did not 
exceed 300.

“I really think that kids 
in general aren’t as resilient 
these days when they hit 
roadblocks, when they face 
failure, when they have a cri-
sis. I think we adults haven’t 
been as good at helping our 
children develop really good 
coping skills, and sometimes 
I think we protect them a 
little bit too much from the 
stress of the world, and they 
don’t get a chance to develop 
good coping skills,” said Is-
rael, who is also a member 
of the Empathy and Balance 
Subcommittee.

At the moment, the pro-
posed curriculum is in a 
planning stage.

“Our intention is to have 
all four grades devote 30 
hours per year to activities 
that fall within the scope of 
Empathy and Balance learn-
ing. The options for activities 
will be varied and include 
classroom learning, leader-
ship opportunities, commu-
nity engagement, capstone 
Senior projects and numer-
ous other activities that con-
tribute to the overall health 
and well being of individual 
students and of our commu-
nity,” wrote Israel in an email 
to The Phillipian.

In addition to the new 
curriculum, Graham House 
will hire a part-time psychol-
ogy Ph.D. student from Bos-
ton University as part of their 
new collaboration with the 
university. The student will 
collaborate with Graham 
House’s half-time intern to 
help maintain the workload.

New Wellness 
Curriculum in Planning 

By CINDY ESPINOSA

Members of the Andover 
community will be able to 
unlock all dormitories and 
academic and administrative 
buildings with BlueCards, 
beginning Summer Session 
of this year. This change is 
meant to provide an addition-
al level of security on campus, 
as the Office of Public Safety 
(OPP) will be able to regulate 
building permissions, includ-
ing hours of access.

“The [BlueCard] system 
will enhance [Andover]’s 

ability to secure buildings 
quickly in the event of an 
emergency, and BlueCard 
access can be immediately 
terminated and reissued if 
a BlueCard is lost or stolen,” 
wrote Maureen Ferris, Di-
rector of Risk Management, 
in an email to The Phillipian.

Community members 
will have to simply wave their 
BlueCard over a card-reader 
to gain access to locked build-
ings. The reader, which scans 
a Radio-Frequency Identifi-
cation chip embedded inside 
the card, determines the us-
er’s identity and then grants 
access if the owner has the 

necessary clearance.
“The main visible change 

will be that students will use 
[BlueCards] to access their 
dormitories instead of keys,” 
Ferris said. “Some academic 
and administrative build-
ings may also be locked to the 
public at prearranged times 
while still allowing students 
and employees access to 
those buildings by using their 
ID cards.”

The change comes after a 
successful trial period at Bor-
den Gym, where the system 
has been utilized to permit 
students access to the locker 
rooms and staff members ex-

ternal access to the building 
after-hours.

Even though the plan to 
integrate the system cam-
pus-wide next year will not 
be released until May, OPP 
equipped most dorms with 
card-readers over Spring 
Break.

The readers, which emit 
a soft bluish hue when they 
are not in use, will turn green 
if permission is granted and 
red if access is denied In the 
case of a power failure, the 
equipment will use its built-
in battery back-up system, 
Ferris said.

Bluecard Security System to be Implemented Across Campus

By PETER ROSSANO

April 17, 2015

4/2/2015: Theo Perez and Annette Bell receive news of their election to be Student 
Body Co-Presidents.
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SPRING TERM IN REVIEW

After much discussion 
regarding effective leader-
ship on campus and reevalu-
ating the current structures 
in place, Jennifer Elliott, 
Instructor in History and 
incoming Dean of Students, 
announced via email to the 
Andover community that a 
new Cluster Co-Presidential 
model will be implemented 
this year.

Following the increase in 
students interested in run-
ning for the school-wide Co-
Presidential position, many 
students and faculty thought 
it would be beneficial to 
implement the same model 
in cluster elections, Elliott 
wrote in an email to The Phil-
lipian.

Elliott added that the 
faculty involved in the deci-
sion process were also en-
couraged by the productive 
collaboration that they had 
witnessed between previous 
Co-Presidents.

“We wondered if Co-
Presidents at the cluster level 
would promote greater col-
laboration, allow for more 
students to feel represented 
and invite more students to 
get involved in cluster leader-
ship,” said Elliott.

“I hope that the Co-Pres-
idents will be able to work 
together to build a sense of 
community, help students 
in the cluster feel known 
and at home, organize clus-
ter events, represent and 
respond to the concerns 
and needs of the cluster and 
partner with their Cluster 
Deans,” she continued.

Prior to the implementa-
tion of the new model, stu-
dents offered a wide range 
of constructive feedback re-
quested by Elliott few weeks 
before the decision. Students 
expressed opinions ranging 
from strong disapproval and 
criticism to curiosity and en-
thusiastic support. 

Elliott said some students 
who considered the new 
model unnecessary believed 
that Cluster Presidents do not 
have enough responsibility 
or work to warrant two stu-
dents. Elliott said, however, 
that she has confidence that 
the Co-Presidents will work 
together with their Cluster 
Deans to set high goals and 
determine how to hold each 
other accountable to accom-
plish them.

“If Co-Presidents feel 
that they do not have enough 
‘work,’ I hope they will in-
vest their time into getting 
to know students in their 
clusters, making the Clus-
ter Council more robust and 
productive and organizing 
even more cluster events and 
opportunities,” said Elliott.

Students also expressed 
concern that the new Co-
Presidential model sent the 
wrong message to girls, sug-
gesting that they are unable 
to get elected and therefore 
need another position creat-
ed to boost their representa-
tion in leadership on campus.

In response, Elliott ex-
plicitly stated in an email to 
The Phillipian that there is no 
gender mandate on the part-
nerships.

“We do not want to re-
inforce rigid gender roles or 
expectations… We value gen-
der equity in this community 
— that is clear in our admis-
sions policies and our com-
munity expectations,” wrote 
Elliott.

“I have been plain over 
the past five years that I 
have strong concerns about 
the gender breakdown of 
our elected leaders since the 
[Andover] and Abbot merg-
er, and I am troubled by the 
way I hear students discuss 
and evaluate leadership on 
campus in gendered ways. I 
believe that our student lead-
ership should reflect these 
values,” she continued.

 

New Cluster 
Co-President Model 

Implemented in Coming 
School Year

By HALEY SUH

As an undergraduate 
at Yale University, Ming 
Tsai ’82, P ’18 made the life-
changing decision to pursue a 
career as a chef by writing “I 
don’t care” on his mechanical 
engineering final exam.

“This was my epiphany 
– everyone was punching 
away at their calculators and 
I wrote ‘I don’t care’ [on my 
exam sheet], because all I 
cared about was food,” said 
Tsai, a celebrity chef, restau-
rateur and television person-
ality, during a presentation 
he gave on Saturday night in 
Kemper Auditorium.

In an interview with 
The Phillipian, Tsai said, “I 
[started cooking] when I 
was ten years old. I made my 
first fried rice, and I made 
people happy through food 
and thought, ‘Wow, this is 
cool.’ My first [inspirations] 
were my parents and grand-
parents: they cooked all the 
time, and I was blessed to al-
ways be around great-tasting 
food.”

Upon his graduation from 
Yale, he proceeded to cook 
under various famous men-
tors, including sushi master 

Takashi Kobayashi and pas-
try chef Pierre Hermé. Tsai 
learned more cooking skills 
during summer sessions at 
Le Cordon Bleu, a renowned 
culinary school in France. 
He eventually also earned 
a master’s degree in hotel 
management from Cornell 
University.

Hoping to combine East-
ern and Western cuisine 
styles into unique Asian-fu-
sion dishes, Tsai opened his 
first restaurant, Blue Ginger, 
in Wellesley, Mass., in 1998.

Tsai emphasized the im-
portance of preserving the 
traditional flavor of foods 
while blending in new tastes 
when creating fusion food.

“People make these vin-
aigrettes [with such bold 
flavors] and say ‘Ah! It’s fu-
sion!’... That’s not fusion, 
that’s confusion, because 
they never learned the tra-
ditional use,” said Tsai in a 
Q&A after his presentation.

Blue Ginger received 
“Boston Magazine”’s 2008 
Best of Boston Award. Tsai 
also owns Blue Dragon, an-
other critically-acclaimed 
restaurant in Boston.

Tsai has appeared on 
various cooking television 
shows, including “East Meets 

West,” “Iron Chef America,” 
“Zoom” and his own show, 
“Simply Ming,” and has au-
thored four cookbooks.

Kailash Sundaram ’15, 
who attended the presenta-
tion, said, “I’m very inter-
ested in [Tsai’s] story and 
what he has to offer and un-
derstanding the wide aspects 
of Asian culture. I think too 
often people mistake Asia as 
one single region, and this 
competition allowed us to see 
the different styles of Asian 
cooking that [show] that Asia 
is not one continent, but a 
wide variety of cultures.”

After Tsai’s presentation, 
12 student teams competed 
in Andover’s first-ever “Iron 
Chef” competition. Each pair 
was given a budget of $30 to 
create the best dish.

The competition was 
judged by Tsai, Head of 
School John Palfrey and au-
dience member Wei Han Lim 
’15.

At the end of the competi-
tion, the “Flaming Pterodac-
tyls,” which included AJ Au-
gustin ’15 and Hanover Vale 
’15, were crowned as cham-
pions. The pair won a set of 
ceramic bladed knives.

“We made ramen arepas 
topped with an avocado 

creme and pulled, slow-
roasted, chipotle, five-spice 
chicken thighs in a sweet 
mango tamarind glaze and 
finished with a red cabbage, 
green mango and apple slaw,” 
wrote Augustin in an email 
to The Phillipian. “The best 
part was either making the 
food or winning and getting 
such high praise. It meant a 
lot that everyone enjoyed our 
food.”

Students were required to 
incorporate two ingredients, 
ramen noodles and chicken, 
into their dishes. Recipes 
came from around the world, 
with dishes ranging from a 
“Ramen Burger” to a ramen 
pizza with edamame and 
chicken.

Sydney Alepa ’15, who 
made the “Ramen Burger” 
with her partner, Eden Liv-
ingston ’15, said, “It was re-
ally exhilarating to be part of 
the competition. We wanted 
to do something that wasn’t 
traditional, so we thought it 
would be creative to do a fu-
sion of American and Asian 
foods.”

Celebrity Chef and Restaurateur Ming Tsai ’82
Judges Andover’s First ‘Iron Chef’ Competition

By ALICE BALLARD-
ROSSITER

April 10, 2015

Head of School John Palfrey, Wei Han Lim and Ming Tsai await the teams’ food samples.
J.WOLFE/THE PHILLIPIAN

“Let’s get a little bit 
rowdy! Let’s get a little bit 
rowdy!” A surge of ten newly 
anointed Blue Key Heads 
decked in blue skirts and 
Big Blue apparel erupted 
into cheer and celebration as 
they ran through the library, 
interrupting its usual quiet-
ness on Tuesday night. 

The new Blue Key Heads 
(BKH) XVI — Victoria 
Bergeron ’16, Diego Chavez 
’16, James Flynn ’16, Rich-
ard Ira ’16, Payton Jancsy 
’16, Kelly McCarthy ’16, Nate 
Redding ’16, Caroline Shi-
pley ’16, Fran Trautmann 
’16 and Kasey Welch ’16 — 
learned of their selections 
the day before but kept the 
surprise secret until the mo-
ment they came yelling and 
cheering into the library. 

The energy was high, 
with many students taking 
a break from their work to 
watch the new BKHs’ debut. 

“I lost my voice a little bit 
running through the library. 
It’s a lot of running and 
screaming at the same time,” 
Shipley wrote in an email to 
The Phillipian.

The new spirit leaders 
performed cheer after cheer, 
involving the crowd and 
keeping the energy unusu-
ally high for a Tuesday night.

“Blue Key Heads are the 
faces of positivity, happiness 
and cheer at Andover. I want 
to be someone that people 
look to if they’re having a 
bad day or just want to laugh, 
” said Bergeron.

Some of new Blue Key 
Heads also shared stories of 
their own experiences with 
the BKH XIII their Junior 
years. 

“I wanted to be a Blue 
Key head because during ori-
entation I was just a scared 
little [Junior]. The Blue Key 
Heads were the first people 
I met, and they really wel-
comed me into the Andover 
experience,” Ira said. 

“The BKHs were my role 
models on campus, and if I 
can inspire someone else to 
break out of their shell then I 
will feel accomplished,” Mc-
Carthy wrote in an email to 

The Phillipian.
BKH XVI also took mo-

ments to reflect on the au-
dition process amidst the 
chaos and excitement of 
Tuesday night. “The best 
part of my audition was 
looking around [Paresky 
Commons] and seeing my 
friends there. Every single 
person in that room wanted 
me to do well, and that made 
me scream just a little bit 
louder,” said McCarthy.

Several of the other BKH 
pointed to their serenades 
as the highlight of the audi-
tion. This year, applicants 
serenaded the entire crowd, 
rather than just one indi-
vidual.

“The best part of my 
audition was having the 
chance to sing Madonna in 
Lower Right. That chance 
doesn’t come around often, 
but when it does, you have to 
be ready,” wrote Jancsy in an 
email to The Phillipian.

Trautmann said, “My fa-
vorite part [of my audition] 
was dancing in front of a 
large crowd, because I got to 
show off the moves that I’ve 
been practicing my whole 
life.”

Despite the excitement, 
the auditions were also in-
timidating experiences to 
many, as they took place in 
the crowded Lower Right of 
Paresky. “The scariest part 
of the audition was entering 
and screaming, and trying 
to get everyone into it,” said 
Chavez.

The interview portion 
was also quite daunting, 

where BKH XV asked ques-
tions pertaining to Andover 
spirit and Blue Key Head 
duties. “They kept on asking 
me about gorillas, like ‘how 
many species of gorillas are 
there in Africa?’ and hon-
estly, I had no idea,” said Ira.

BKH XVI also shared 
anxieties about the coming 
year as spirit leaders at An-
dover, and continuing the 
long traditions of Blue Key 
Heads. “I am nervous about 
living up to the awesome 
Blue Key Heads that came 
before us. Each skirt has its 
own lineage, so there are 
faces to those who wore it 
before you, ” said McCarthy.

The traditional skirts of 
the Blue Key heads also pro-
vided a great amount of ex-
citement. “I wanted to be a 
Blue Key Head because I get 
to wear a skirt every Friday, 
and that’s what I’ve wanted 
to do my whole life,” said 
Trautmann. 

Bergeron, Chavez, Shi-
pley and Trautmann chose 
“What do we eat? Red meat!” 
as their favorite cheers, 
while Jancsy and McCar-
thy chose “Let’s get a little 
bit rowdy!” and Ira, Redding 
and Welch chose “When I 
say blue, you say white.”

“You can’t go wrong with 
getting the crowd a lil’ row-
dy,” said Jancsy. 

Editors Note: Victoria 
Bergeron ’16 and Nathaniel 
Redding ’16 are Sports and 
Cartooning Editors, respec-
tively, for The Phillipian. 

 

Iconic Skirts Change Hands: 
New Blue Key Heads Announced

By HARPER NORTH
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Payton Jancy ’16 takes a celebration lap around the library.
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LaShawn Springer, 
a current college coun-
selor and faculty advisor, 
will assume the position 
of Director of the Office 
of Community and Mul-
ticultural Development 
(CAMD) this coming Au-
gust. 

Springer will work 
towards CAMD’s goal of 
equity and inclusivity as 
part of Andover’s Strate-
gic Plan. 

“It’s an exciting time 
once again for the school 
[while it] goes through 
the Strategic Plan, which 
makes it a very exciting 
time for CAMD to look 
at all our programs and 
clubs and resources. We 
don’t, [however, want to] 
lose people feeling com-
fortable in the space as 
well [while] we think 
about expanding,” said 
Springer.

In particular, Springer 
will utilize her experi-
ences as both a former 
student and admissions 
officer at Wesleyan Uni-
versity in her work with 
student recruitment pro-
grams at Andover, such as 
Prep for Prep and A Bet-
ter Chance.

“I’m really going to 
pay attention to what our 
students are saying they 
need from the office and 
recognizing that Andover 
is a very different place 
from what it use to be. We 
always constantly need to 
reassess what the needs 
are of the community and 
how best to meet those 
needs as we go forward,” 
said Springer.

In addition, she will 
examine CAMD’s various 
programs, clubs and or-
ganizations to see if they 
need refining or expand-
ing.

“I think my biggest 
goal is going to be coali-
tion building and [seeing] 

how we can work collab-
oratively to make our stu-
dents feel as if their voic-
es are represented both in 
and out of the classroom 
and in and out of every 
space they inhabit here,” 
said Springer.

Since taking on the 
role, Springer has been 
most excited about the 
chance to work with a 
wider array of students. 
She has already devel-
oped relationships with 
Uppers and Seniors while 
working as a college coun-
selor and faculty advisor, 
but she looks forward to 
meeting more students of 
all grades.

Springer felt moti-
vated to take the position 
based on her history as a 
student activist at Wes-
leyan.

“There was a lot of 
classism [and] ableism 
on campus, and we were 
figuring out how to have 
those conversations, and 
I would’ve been grateful 
to have an adult on cam-
pus whose position was 
specifically geared to-
wards helping us really 
grasp all of that since we 
didn’t have that at all,” 
said Springer.

Springer recalled 
a movement from her 
freshman year in col-
lege in which she and her 
fellow students tried to 
force the institution into 
hiring a Dean of Diver-
sity. During their efforts, 
the participants took over 
the School President’s of-
fice and building. 

“I’m not suggesting 
that it’s the most effective 
and the best way, but I 
think it was a process that 
I needed to go through to 
get me where I am now 
in terms of finding more 
effective ways to make 
change,” said Springer.

“I see [my new posi-
tion] as a full circle mo-
ment for me in terms of 
knowing that... in col-
lege I didn’t have [the 

knowledge and ability to 
properly make change] 
but now this opportunity 
presents itself here on a 
high school level. It ex-
cites me to think about 
how now, our kids will be 
prepared when they get to 
college to really make an 
impact,” added Springer.

Springer was picked 
from a pool of four can-
didates for the position 
as Director of CAMD, 
wrote Patrick Farrell, 
Dean of Faculty, in an 
email to The Phillipian.  
The search committee for 
the new position included 
Linda Carter Griffith, 
current Dean of CAMD, 
Paul Murphy, Dean of 
Students,  Patrick Farrell, 
Dean of Faculty, David 
Gardner, Instructor in 
English, Aya Murata, Ad-
visor to Asian and Asian 
American Students, Pa-
tricia Russell, Dean of 
Studies, and Mary Jane 
Lewis, CAMD Adminis-
trative Assistant.

“Ms. Springer is awe-
some, has lots of energy, 
connects well with stu-
dents, is thoughtful and 
articulate.  She is not 
afraid to tackle difficult 
questions/situations and 
always wants to move the 
conversation forward, 
opening up opportunities 
for dialogue across cam-
pus,” wrote Murata in an 
email to The Phillipian. 

Springer has been at 
Andover for three years, 
all whilst serving as col-
lege counselor and fac-
ulty advisor for Af-Lat-
Am and the Sisterhood. 
She previously worked in 
the Admissions Office at 
Wesleyan University and 
was involved in the re-
cruitment of students of 
color.

Springer Appointed Dean 
Of the Office of Community And

Multicultural Development

By CANDY CHAN

March 27, 2015
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Anne Ferguson, a 38-year 
veteran in the field of admis-
sions and college counseling, 
will retire this year as the 
Senior Associate Director of 
College Counseling after her 
10-year tenure at Andover.

“The hard thing about 
this job is that you leave mid-
way through their journey to 
college, so I have to give up 
all these amazing Uppers, 
and there’s no good time to 
do it,” said Ferguson.

Ferguson has served as 
an advisor, a high jump offi-
cial in track for 10 years and 
a complement in Alumni 
House, Isham and Nathan 
Hale. She currently serves 
on the Advising Council and 
chairs the Prize Committee. 

After receiving her bach-
elor’s degree in psychol-
ogy and history at Denison 
University, she earned her 
master’s degree in school 
psychology and worked as a 
school psychologist and col-
lege admissions officer at 
Hathaway Brown School in 
Ohio for 22 years. She left for 
Andover in 2005. 

“I really wanted to come 
to a place where the office 
worked as a team... and where 
I could go into the next office 
and talk to people,” said Fer-
guson.

Growing up in Ohio, Fer-
guson attended a large public 
high school and did not re-
ceive much in the way of col-
lege counseling.

“I wouldn’t say I got much 
guidance at all, in terms of 
where I went to college. I just 
looked through catalogues, 
and I wanted to go to a col-
lege with a lot of trees, and I 
found one, and that’s where I 
applied: to one college. And I 
went there! Things were very 
different forty years ago,” 
said Ferguson. 

Ferguson considers 
working with students and 
her colleagues her favorite 
part of her job at Andover.

“Students walk in, and 
honestly, you never know 
what’s on their minds, or 
what’s going to come out 
of their mouths, and it’s re-
ally a joy to learn more about 
them and their hopes, their 
dreams, their accomplish-
ments,” said Ferguson. 

Sean Logan, Director of 
College Counseling, praises 
Ferguson, who goes by “Fer-
gie” in the College Counsel-
ing community, as the glue of 
the CCO and deems her irre-
placeable in the office. 

“She’s really tried to in-
still in everyone in this office 
the idea that this is a great 
opportunity for students to 
do self-reflection, to really 
be thoughtful, think about 
where they want to be and 
really make this process 
about growth. And I think 
that’s been a real legacy she’ll 
have left in this office,” said 
Logan.

“She’s a really well-re-
spected, highly thought of 
person, and when there are 
big issues out there, there are 
people who will call her and 
say, ‘What do you think about 
this?’ That’s not someone you 
replace in your office,” he 
continued. 

Having moved from 

the relatively small town of 
Shaker Heights, OH to the 
diverse community of Ando-
ver, Ferguson values the rich 
intellectual discourse and vi-
brancy of the school over all 
else. 

“One of the great things 
about this place is that we 
don’t shy away from hitting 
things head on, whether it’s 
gender or race or whatever 
we talk about it. We talk 
about it amongst ourselves, 
and we get experts in to talk 
about it with us. So I think 
I’ve learned it’s not just about 
keeping an open mind, it’s 
about participating in the 
conversation. You can’t just 
be passive if you want to be 
a really good, effective learn-
er,” said Ferguson. 

Although she does not yet 
have any concrete plans for 
retirement, Ferguson and her 
husband, retired History and 
Social Science Department 
Chair Peter Drench, will be 
catching up on some much 
deserved rest. 

“For the first year I’ll 
probably travel and get some 
[rest and relaxation] because 
working here can be exhaust-
ing, and you sort of burn the 
candle at both ends. ”

Ferguson Retires After 
10 Years of College Counseling

By CECELIA VIEIRA
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Returning to Andover in 
1991 for her fifth alumni re-
union, Deborah Murphy ’86, 
Director of Alumni Engage-
ment, saw a job opening and 
decided to become a teaching 
fellow for one year before re-
turning to journalism.

That one year passed by 
swiftly, and Murphy is now 
reaching her 24th and last 
year at Andover. She will be 
leaving Andover in order to 
start a new chapter of her life 
at Nashoba Brooks School as 
the Assistant Head for En-
rollment and Advancement.

Murphy’s relationship 
with Andover began in 1983, 
when she started as a Lower. 

“I was really excited by 
the whole environment. You 

come here, and you just feel 
a certain energy, and warmth 
and excitement from this 
place,” said Murphy.

Enjoying the beauty as 
well as the closeness to cam-
pus of her dorm, Murphy 
lived in Johnson Hall for all 
three of her years as a stu-
dent.

“There is a little piece 
of me that belongs in West 
Quad South, because I spent 
so much time there as a stu-
dent there,” said Murphy.

Five years after gradu-
ating, Murphy returned to 
her alma mater as a member 

of the admissions office. It 
was around this time when 
she met her future husband, 
Paul Murphy, current Dean 
of Students and Residential 
Life, who was then a teacher 
at Andover. 

“I met [him] that first 
year back [as a teaching fel-
low] and [found out that]…
he had graduated in ’84. We 
like to remind students that 
he was a senior and I was a 
Lower and we did not know 
each other but that you never 
know sort who is walking 
around this campus who you 
might later in life run into,” 
said Murphy.

Then, after 17 years, 
she became the Director of 
Alumni Engagement, and 
has remained in the position 
since. 

“In some ways the tran-
sition was really natural, be-

cause I had this broad base 
knowledge of 17 years of kids 
who I have interviewed and 
got to know on the campus 
and now could see them in 
the real world as alumni,” 
said Murphy.

Over the seven years as 
Director of Alumni Engage-
ment, Murphy played a large 
part in connecting alumni to 
each other and to the school, 
as well as forging stronger 
bond between alumni and 
Andover students.

“The job of the alumni of-
fice is to connect the alumni 
to each other, connect the 

alumni to the school and the 
third piece that I have added 
in there and feel strongly 
about is connecting students 
to alumni and alumni to stu-
dents,” said Murphy.

Murphy hopes that even 
though she is leaving Ando-
ver, she still will remain in-
volved with the school.

“I am going to be a par-
ent times two, I am going to 
be an alum, I am going to be 
a spouse, my husband is still 
going to be working here. We 
are going to run the [Samari-
tan House] dorm, so I will 
have that experience,” said 
Murphy. 

In her new endeavors, 
Murphy will continue her 
love for admissions, enroll-
ment and alumni work, as 
the Assistant Head for En-
rollment and Advancement 
at an all-girls school.

“I really was not looking 
to leave Andover and look-
ing for another opportunity, 
but when this came across 
my email and I read the job 
description…There is a lot 
about the school, and people, 
and students, and their mis-
sion and this all-girl’s middle 
school that is really appealing 
to me. ” said Murphy.

Murphy said that she will 
miss the Andover student 
body, the Andover alumni, 
and her colleagues and fac-
ulty friends. “I think we all 
agree that while Andover 
has this incredible facility, 
incredible academics, it is the 
people make this place so 
special,” said Murphy.

“I will keep in touch with 
a lot of them and see them 
and attend reunions and still 
remain part of the commu-
nity as an alumni,” said Mur-
phy.

“Though I am kind of 
ending a chapter, I am really 
thinking of [my departure] as 
a new chapter with Andover 
and not as a goodbye. I don’t 
really believe in goodbyes 
and I don’t let people say 
goodbyes,” said Murphy. 

 

Deborah Murphy to Leave Her Position 
As Director of Alumni Engagement

By MAE ZHAO

When Shirley Veene-
ma, Instructor in Art, first 
began her career at  Ando-
ver in 1979, she was one of 
the very few female facul-
ty members and had no ex-
pectation of working with 
interactive media and vid-
eo. At the end of the year, 
Veenema will leave the 
classroom to spend more 
time creating artwork.

After reading an ad-
vertisement in “The New 
York Times,” Veenema 
decided to leave her job 

as a printmaker in New 
Jersey to pursue a full-
time teaching career at 
Andover. During her time 
at Andover, Veenema has 
served as a House Coun-
selor in both Frost House 
and Bishop Hall, before 
transitioning to become 
a part-time teacher while 
working in Project Zero at 
Harvard University for 18 
years. She then returned 
to the role of a full-time 
teacher, serving as the 
Chair in Art from 2006 

until 2012.
“I’ve had a really good 

time, so I’ll have memo-
ries. I think I also have 
learned a lot as a teacher 
because there were lots 
of opportunities at this 
school to change, both my 
teaching and my work, be-
cause we don’t have the 
constraints that a lot of 
other schools have. I think 
I’ve learned a lot by being 
a teacher here because I’ve 
had the freedom to do it,” 
said Veenema.

Veenema is currently 
teaches several classes, in-
cluding Art-350, a course 
developed by both herself 

and Elaine Crivelli, In-
structor in Art, titled ‘The 
Artist: Media and Mean-
ing’. The course hopes to 
explore how artists think 
and create. Veenema also 
previously taught an in-
terdisciplinary course in 
collaboration with Seth 
Bardo, Instructor in Eng-
lish, called ‘Hard Rain,’ 
an elective focused on the 
1960’s and the Vietnam 
War.

As both a teacher and 
an artist, Veenema was in-

terested in how students 
represented themselves 
through their work. She 
believed in helping stu-
dents develop a more ex-
pressive and intuitive way 
of learning.

“I can still remember 
the day when I was talk-
ing to one of the teachers. 
I said that I was really in-
terested in what the stu-
dents were expressing in 
their work, and he said to 
me, ‘You think students 
can express something?’ 
I think that for me it’s 
been important to evolve 
in that direction. I’ve re-
ally changed a lot from be-
ing a teacher who talked 
a lot in my classes to one 
who works more individu-
ally with students on their 
work and really valuing 
their work. I treat them 
like emerging artists,” said 
Veenema.

“Her openness to ideas, 
the way she works with 
students, the way she en-
courages them to think 
about lots of different pos-
sibilities and their creative 
thinking made her a great 
colleague and teacher,” 
said Crivelli.

Her career as an in-
structor at Andover has 
helped Veenema as an art-
ist creating artists’ books 
and mixed media art.

“As an artist, you can 
only do so many projects, 
and I think being a teacher 
in your area and your disci-
pline, like I am, keeps you 
thinking flexibly because 
you can envision different 
projects in your head even 
if you’re not making them. 
You’re always generating 
new ideas,” said Veenema.

Veenema decided to 
end her teaching career 
in hopes of spending more 
time with her family and 
making art. Since her 
move to Boston several 
years ago, she has had to 
devote more time com-
muting to teach at Ando-
ver.

“I really wanted to 
work with my hands af-
ter working on interactive 
media for so long. I just 
wanted to touch things, 
and more time gives me 
an opportunity to do re-
search and make things, 
both of which I love,” said 
Veenema.
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Murphy came to Andover as a new Lower.
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Ferguson goes by “Fergie” in the College-Counseling 
community.

Veenema Departs 
Andover to Pursue Artistic Endeavor 

By CANDY CHAN

L.HAMANN/THE PHILLIPIAN

One of Veenema’s focuses is mixed media art.

After a total of 16 years at 
Andover, Bill Leahy, Direc-
tor of Admissions, will take 
up a new opportunity as the 
Global Director of Avenues: 
The World School, a K-12 in-
stitution based in New York 
with campuses opening up 
worldwide.

The World School is a 
school focused on providing 
academic skills as well as an 
exposure to other locations 
in the world through lan-
guage and travel, and Leahy 
will have an important role 
as the Global Director of 
this educational facility de-
pendent upon international 
studies.

As Global Director, Lea-
hy will oversee admissions 
and financial aid, and he will 
create a comprehensive en-
rollment system for each of 
Avenue’s campuses.

Leahy has been working 
in admissions for the past 
26 years of his life, at both 
the collegiate and secondary 
school levels. His career be-
gan as the Assistant Direc-
tor of Admissions at Boston 
University in 1989.

 He then joined the An-
dover admission team in 
1991 as an Associate Dean of 
Admission. After eight years 
he left Andover and joined 
St. Paul’s as the Director of 
Financial Aid and Senior As-
sociate Dean of Admission. 
In 2001, he became the Dean 
of Admission at Hotchkiss, 
until 2007 when he returned 
to Andover.

“The best part of admis-
sions is that you get to help 
families think about what 
their values are, what their 
views of education are, and 
you can help them find a 
good fit,” said Leahy.

“Not everyone who 
comes into an admission of-
fice is right for that school, 
but part of your job is to help 
them think about what is the 
right school,” he continued. 

 Leahy believes that the 
notion of educating families 
is the most important part of 
the admission process, be-
cause students need to know 
if the school is right for them 
above all else.

 “First and foremost you 
have to be true about the 
school you represent; you 
have recognize that not 
every school is going to be 

right for every student,” said 
Leahy.

 Leahy said that a student 
applying to a school that he 
or she is not passionate about 
does neither the student nor 
the school any good. 

“The job of a good ad-
mission officer is just to 
translate what their school 
is really about and make 
sure that families have an 
accurate understanding of 
what the school believes in, 
its approach, its curriculum, 
so that they can decide if its 
what they are looking for,” 
said Leahy.

According to Leahy, An-
dover follows this mentality 
perfectly through a combi-
nation of selectivity, honesty 
and kindness. 

“We say what we are; we 
don’t pretend to be some-
thing that we are not; we 
have the luxury of being one 
of the most selective schools 
in the country, which is great 
because you do not have to 
feel the pressure of trying to 
convince the family that An-
dover is right,” said Leahy.  

“I think that is really 
important because we don’t 
force, we just translate what 
we are. The other thing is 
we really stress the notion 
of kindness; you have to be 
kind, that is a huge part of 
this community,” continued 
Leahy. 

In addition to working in 
the admission office, Leahy 
was a house counselor in 
Flagg House as well as an 
academic advisor.

“There is a tradition I 
have had for years of a big 

steak and lobster dinner for 
my advisees in the dorm at 
the end of every year,” said 
Leahy.  

Leahy said that the An-
dover admissions team is 
extraordinary and that the 
data driven from the enroll-
ment process in addition to 
the leadership under Deans 
Jean Fried and Jim Ven-
tre sets it apart from that of 
other schools. He noted his 
strong affinity for the way 
Andover approaches resi-
dential education, including 
how the students at Andover 
are given independence. 

 “I think sometimes we 
are little bit too concerned 
about adding so much struc-
ture that kids don’t learn 
independence, and I think 
Andover has a really nice 
balance with that,” contin-
ued Leahy.

 Leahy said that his fa-
vorite moments at Ando-
ver are the opening of the 
school, watching families 
step into this opportunity, 
and graduation. He said that 
these are moments that truly 
represent the spirit of Ando-
ver to him.

   Vivien Mallick, Senior 
Associate Dean of Admis-
sion, who has worked with 
Leahy since his return in 
2007 said, “I will miss work-
ing with Mr. Leahy. He has 
been a huge asset to Team 
Shuman, with his many 
years of admissions experi-
ence. I’ve learned a lot from 
him and am grateful for all 
the wisdom and advice he’s 
given me.” 

 

Leahy to Become 
Global Director of Avenues School

By MICHAEL McCOLLUM

E.KAUFMANN-LADUC/THE PHILLIPIAN

Leahy has worked in admissions for the past 26 years 
of his life.
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After 37 years at Ando-
ver, Randall Peffer, Instruc-
tor in English, will leave the 
classrooms of Bulfinch Hall 
to continue writing, to trav-
el throughout Europe and to 
sail.

“I can write anywhere. 
There is a country western 
song called ‘Sunny and 75’. 
Wherever it is sunny and 75, 
you will find Randy Peffer. 
I will never be cold again,” 
said Peffer.

Peffer is a published au-
thor, whose latest book ‘Div-
ing the last U-boat’ will be 
released this summer. Peffer 
already has book contracts 
and magazine work lined up 
for after his departure.

Peffer has played numer-
ous roles on campus since 
starting his Andover career 
in 1978. Aside from teach-
ing English, Peffer has been 
a day student advisor, house 
counselor, track coach and 
spearheaded the summer 
session Oceans program, a 
blend of marine science and 
non fiction writing for 14 
years.

Whilst balancing his 
Andover career and fam-
ily life, Peffer has also writ-
ten six crime novels, eight 
non-fiction travel books and 
memoirs, a trilogy of civil 
war naval thrillers and 300 
travel features for National 
Geographic and the Smith-
sonian.

“Writing has taken me 
around the world. I love to 
travel because of the unpre-
dictability of it, you never 
know what you’re gonna 
get. I love going somewhere 
and trying to really get into 
the culture of the place and 
get underneath it… My older 
kid calls me the pope of bud-
get travel,” said Peffer.

Peffer’s trips around the 
globe have provided unique 
experiences ranging from 
interludes with voodoo 
priests in Brazil to writing 
about the pigtail macaque 
monkeys that the Malays 
trained to pick coconuts in 
east Malaysia.

“The great thing about 
being a nonfiction writer 
was that it was an excuse 
to have an adventure. I’ve 
done all of these crazy 
things. I did an article for 
the New York Times about 
staying in barefoot hotels in 
South East Asia. Three dol-
lars a night, tarantulas in 
your shoes kind of stuff, it 
was awesome,” said Peffer.

Many of Peffer’s books 
have been inspired by his 
travels. His memoir entitled 
“Logs of the Dead Pirates 
Society” recounts ventures 
at sea during his time as 
captain of the Oceans Pro-
gram.

“[While sailing] I’ve 
had a lot of close calls with 
whales. Sometimes we’d 
get in the midst of adoles-
cent humpbacks in a feed-
ing frenzy. We were just 
standing by, watching them 
and saying ‘where are those 
whales?’ There was a bub-
ble of bait coming up right 
around the boat. The next 
thing I know a 40ft hump-
back comes peddling out of 
the water with its fins just 
missing the boat,” said Pef-
fer.

Teaching English is just 
one of the occupations that 
Peffer has held. As a child, 
Peffer had no idea he would 
want to be a writer, initially 
thinking he would be in the 
Air Force like his father who 
had been a career navy and 
combat pilot.

Peffer learned to fly 
planes during his teens and 
worked as a pilot for a char-
ter airline as a summer job. 
However in his senior year 
at Mercersburg Academy, 
Peffer attended an inter-
view for the naval academy 
that caused him to recon-
sider his decision.

“I went [to the Naval 
Academy] and they were 
using all sorts of racial epi-

thets about the Vietnam-
ese and about killing them. 
I talked to my dad and I 
thought ‘I don’t want to be 
a part of this,’ he said ‘If 
somebody told you to do 
something that was mor-
ally reprehensible could you 
do it?’ and I said ‘No’ and he 
said ‘I wouldn’t go then’ so 
I said ‘you’re right, I don’t 
wanna go then’ so that [ex-
perience] turned me away,” 
said Peffer.

Peffer then decided to 
follow the family tradition 
of fishing in Chesapeake 
Bay, and became a water-
man for two years. This ex-
perience inspired his first 
book, ‘Watermen’ which 
follows Peffer’s journey as 
he dredges for oysters and 
investigates his ancestry.

Despite only discovering 
a formal interest in history 
and literature during cours-
es at Mercersburg, Peffer 
said he had been writing his 
entire life.

“I was a morning paper-
boy for seven years. I would 
go off for two hours every 
morning and deliver my pa-
pers in the dark and every-
day to entertain myself on 
the route I would tell myself 
a story. I had this saga go-
ing, so everyday was like a 
chapter. I learned dramatic 
structure from telling those 
stories everyday. I had never 
been writing it down, but I 
had been writing everyday,” 
said Peffer.

After graduate school 
Peffer returned to his alma 
mater, Mercersburg Acad-
emy to teach literature. He 
then decided that he was 
ready for something bigger, 
wanting to work at a place 

that gave him space to be a 
writer as well as a teacher.

“At Andover I could 
teach anything in the cur-
riculum, I didn’t have to be 
a Shakespeare specialist to 
teach Hamlet. I liked that 
variety and I found the fac-
ulty in the English depart-
ment really supportive of 
each other,” said Peffer.

Peffer described his 
teaching pedagogy as hand-
ing the power to the stu-
dents, listening and seeing 
where the kids want to take 
the conversation in a semi-
nar style.

 “I think it is my job to get 
kids to [push boundaries], to 
think out of the box and take 
risks, not be boring…to look 
at the big picture. Don’t beat 
some kid up if she can’t use 
a comma correctly because 
maybe if she had her sub-
ject, she could,” said Peffer.

Peffer said he hopes 
kids have taken away from 
his classes the joy of taking 
risks and that it is okay to be 
different.

“My time at Andover 
was awesome, but it’s time 
to go. I’m psyched, one 
door closes and another one 
opens,” said Peffer.

“Randy’s generosity as a 
colleague, his excellence as 
a teacher and published au-
thor has established him as 
one of the leading English 
teachers in over three de-
cades. He was my associate 
house counselor and neigh-
bor when I ran Hearsey 
House, and he’d always 
treat the boys in the dorm 
as if they were his own 
children,” said Thomas Mc-
Graw, Instructor in English.

 

Leaving Andover, Peffer To 
Travel Europe and Write

By ALICE BALLARD-
ROSSITER

J.WOLFE/THE PHILLIPIAN
Peffer’s latest book, ‘Diving the Last U-boat’, will be 
released this summer.

After 14 years at Andover, 
Elisabeth Tully, Director of 
the Oliver Wendell Holmes 
Library, will vacate the re-
search help desk to embark 
on new adventures with her 
nine grandchildren, to read 
more and to ride her bike.

“I’m looking forward to 
catching up on my leaning 
tower of Piza of unread books 
on my dresser,” said Tully.

Much of Tully’s reading 
will take place through au-
diobooks while on one of her 
cross-country bike trips that 
she has already planned. 

“I like to call it ‘graduat-
ing’ instead of ‘retiring’ be-
cause that’s what it feels like. 
I am not retiring in the sense 
that I can’t even imagine sit-
ting on a porch in a rocking 
chair. I’ve gotten so much 
from this community, but 
my life is rich and full… with 
those nine grandchildren,” 
said Tully.

Tully has played numer-
ous roles on campus since 
beginning her career at An-
dover in 2001. Outside of li-
brary instruction, Tully has 
co-taught Personal and Com-
munity Education (PACE) 
class for 14 years, been an 
academic advisor as well as 
the faculty advisor to the 
Philomathean Society for 13 
years and recently also be-
came the advisor to Mock 
Trial.

As a PACE instructor, 
Tully has witnessed the 
program’s transition from 
a faculty taught course to a 
partnership between faculty 
members and PACE seniors. 
In an interview with The 
Phillipian, Tully said that she 
feels the class has become 
much stronger with the ac-
tive engagement of Seniors.

Kory Stuer ’15, one of 
Tully’s PACE Seniors this 
year, said, “[Tully] has sup-
ported me in countless ways 
throughout my time at An-
dover. In our PACE class, she 
has been an amazing partner. 
She treats me like an equal 
in our interactions in PACE 
and has nurtured the self-
confidence in me to facilitate 
in that setting.” 

Despite her many years 
working as a librarian, Tul-
ly initially worked in the 
healthcare administration.  

After earning a Master’s 
Degree in Public Health, 
Tully worked as the assis-
tant Chief Financial Officer 
(CFO) of two hospitals, Her-
shey Medical Center and 
University of Colorado Medi-
cal Center.

Tully then became the 
Vice President of a health-

care consulting firm for 14 
years but chose to return to 
a library school and gain her 
degree there in order to bal-
ance her schedule while rais-
ing her four children.

In her time at Andover, 
Tully has also worked with 
the Abbot Global Scholars 
program and founded the 
Lower School Institute, 
named “Dig This.” The cur-
riculum, developed by Tully 
alongside Marcelle Doheny, 
Instructor in History, and 
Melinda Bluestain, former 
Director of Peabody Muse-
um, involves American his-
tory and archaeology.

“Everyone here wears 
many hats, and I think what 
I have contributed [to An-
dover] is that I am passion-
ate about teaching, and I 
believe really strongly that 
this library needs to support 
knowledge creation among 
our students,” said Tully.

Tully described the im-
portance of the library as a 
place in which students feel 
safe to ask any question they 

have and a place that sup-
ports recreational reading 
outside of academic research.

“[My goal at Andover] 
was to reposition the library 
as a learning organization – 
a dynamic program that is 
flexible and responds to what 
is going on in this rapidly 
changing community,” said 
Tully.

Over the course of her 
Andover career, Tully has 
witnessed a tremendous shift 
from print to electronic re-
sources. Tully has worked to-
ward facilitating this change, 
accomplishing things such 
as free online access to “The 
New York Times” for the An-
dover community.

“I have probably learned 
as much in the 14 years that 
I have been here as in all of 
my education. [Andover] is 
an intellectually fermenting 
community, and that’s what 
stands out to me – that I can 
have a conversation with a 
colleague at breakfast who is 
in a different department and 
think of something in a new 
way,” said Tully.

As the faculty advisor to 
The Philomathean Society, 
Tully has organized events 
such as the Andover Invi-
tational Tournament, the 
largest parliamentary tour-
nament in the Debating As-
sociation of New England 
Independent Schools (DE-
NAIS), and has also served 
as secretary to the league for 
five years.

 “I’ve had the opportunity 
to work with great students. I 
think the Philomathean kids 
are among the real leaders on 
campus. The highlights are 
when you see someone, as a 
ninth grader, learning how to 
debate, then watching them 

grow and, as a Senior, do ex-
ceptionally well,” said Tully.

Michael Blake, Library 
Associate Director for In-
structional Services, said, 
“[Tully] arrived on campus 
ready to make change. She ac-
cepted many new challenges 
at once and, today, continues 
with that same level of deter-
mination and energy. During 
[Tully’s] tenure, the heart 
of the OWHL’s program 
became teaching. If asked, 
[Tully] would tell you she has 
been a teacher much longer 
than she’s been a librarian. I 
will miss my mentor, my col-
league and my friend, as she 
embarks on another life-long 
learning adventure.”

Elisabeth Tully to Continue to Follow Pas-
sion for Reading after Leaving Andover

By SUSAN YUN

J.MORELAND/THE PHILLIPIAN
Tully has also co-taught PACE and served as an advi-
sor to the Philomathean Society and Mock Trial. 

As his 16-year chapter at 
Andover comes to an end, 
Paul Cernota, Chair of the 
Chemistry Department, will 
fondly remember the close 
connections he shared with 
students and faculty col-
leagues throughout his time 
at Andover.

“What I’ll remember 
most about this experience 
is [the students’] maturity 
and their ability to have re-
ally thoughtful conversations 
about really difficult topics—
their willingness to engage at 
that level. Just the freedom 
to be able to assume maturity 
has been a hallmark of the 
students here and really the 
highlight,” said Cernota.

 During his time at An-
dover, Cernota served as 
Instructor and Chair of the 
Chemistry department, an 
advisor, a faculty Disciplin-
ary Counsel representative, 
a CAMD advisor, and a track 
official.

Prior to starting at An-
dover in 1999, Cernota met 
with the former Chair of the 

Chemistry department at 
the time in search of a high 
school job after finishing his 
doctoral degree in Educa-
tion.

“We had a very long con-
versation, probably two or 
three hours, about Andover 
and teaching chemistry. It 
just sounded like a really 
good fit. I came and inter-
viewed, and the rest is his-
tory,” said Cernota.

Some of Cernota’s most 

memorable moments took 
place on stage at All School 
Meeting.

“Every once in a while, 
I will perform at All School 
Meeting, and those [mo-
ments] will be memorable. 
Last year I sang, and I’ve 
done that maybe every three 
or four years for the years 
that I’ve been here. I don’t do 
it a lot, but it’s a fun moment 
and it’s always great to be in 
that arena,” said Cernota.

After receiving a phone 
call with a job opportunity, 
Cernota found it was the 
right time to depart from 
Andover. Starting next fall, 
Cernota will teach science in 
the lower, middle and upper 
schools at Trinity School lo-
cated in New York City.

“It will be really inter-
esting to have the opportu-
nity to interact with students 
from the lower school and 
students from the middle 
school, which is not some-
thing I have a whole lot of ex-
perience with. I think that’s 
going to be a really interest-
ing opportunity and chal-
lenge for me,” said Cernota.

At Trinity, Cernota looks 
forward to further building 
and improving the science 
program.

“I hope to really under-
stand better the arc of sci-
ence education from the 
moment you start school, 
through the part where I un-
derstand best. For me, that’s 
a real chance for professional 
growth and a great opportu-
nity for me,” said Cernota

Kevin Cardozo, Instruc-
tor of Chemistry, said that he 

will miss Cernota’s amiabil-
ity and humor the most.

“[Cernota] is a man of 
many talents and seemingly 
limitless energy. He has su-
perior knowledge of chem-
istry, but is also knowledge-
able in many other areas. 
He is excelled in all his roles 
around campus, and loved by 
students. I am confident that 
Doc. C will be a very valuable 
addition to his new school,” 
Cardozo wrote in an email to 
The Phillipian.

In regards to his time 
at Andover, Cernota’s ex-
perience has mainly been 
positive. He found it was not 
specific moments, but the ag-
gregate of his experience at 
Andover that made his time 
here memorable.

“I enjoyed my time here, 
absolutely. Like any experi-
ence, there are good days 
and there are bad days, but 
the good days far outnumber 
the bad days. I met some re-
ally great people, both fac-
ulty and students and I made 
some really great friends. It’s 
been a pleasure to be here,” 
said Cernota.

Cernota Leaving Andover After 
16 Years to Teach at Trinity School

By SUSAN YUN

L.LUO/THE PHILLIPIAN

Cernota began teachin at Andover in 1999.

Thank you, Chris, Maddie, E.J. and Rani. 

-News
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DEPARTING FACULTY

When Jacques Hugon 
’79, Instructor in Mathemat-
ics, stepped onto campus 37 
years ago as a Post-Graduate 
student, he was caught com-
pletely off guard. Born and 
raised in southern France, 
he knew little English, had 
never visited the U.S. and had 
learned of Andover only six 
months earlier. Nevertheless, 
he was excited for the chal-
lenge.

Upon his arrival, Hugon 
was shocked by how differ-
ent Andover was from his 
school in France. For the first 
time, he was able to choose 
his own classes, and when 
the opportunity to take com-
puter science presented itself, 
he took it, and fell quickly in 
love. 

Despite never even hav-
ing heard of the term “com-
puter science” before, one 
year was enough to convince 
Hugon to pursue a career in 
the field. That year, he took 
an Independent Project in 
computer science, and after 
graduating, he majored in the 
same study and set his career 
in the tech industry in the 
Boston area.

 Seventeen years later, 
Hugon came back to Ando-
ver for what he had thought 
would be a one-year teaching 
position as a computer sci-
ence teacher at the request 
of a former teacher. Hugon 
agreed, deciding that he 
needed a break after nearly 
two decades in the high-tech 
industry. 

“[Teaching is] different 
from working in the industry. 
It was a refreshing experi-
ence. There is no competi-
tion between colleagues, and 
the adult community col-
laborates with each other. 
It’s like, if you want to teach 
something in a new way, and 
someone else has done that 
for a long time, they’re will-
ing to sit down with you and 
teach you how they’ve done 
it,” said Hugon.

 After his first year, Hu-
gon decided to keep teaching. 
Computer science was not 

a full department, so he de-
cided to start teaching math 
also. In addition, he began 
coaching the swim team, 
which he has done so for the 
past ten years. 

Hugon also worked part-
time for the Tang Institute 
this year, advising them 
about the role of technology 
in education. 

 The most rewarding part 
of his experience? Being in 
the classroom with his stu-
dents, he said. 

“First and foremost, I love 
learning. It’s wonderful that 
the young people here have 
the same interest in learning 
as I do. I don’t know if it’s the 
same at other schools, there 
might be, but that’s what 
makes Andover special to 
me,” said Hugon. 

 For him, in all his years 
on campus, not much has 
changed. Although he noted 
the increase in support sys-
tems designed to help stu-
dents adjust to life at Ando-
ver, he described Andover 
as a “sink or swim” environ-
ment that reflects the same 
atmosphere forty years ago. 

 “At a fundamental level, 
the school is unchanging. 
There’s still the same aca-
demic rigor, the same student 
body that is eager to learn, as 
when I was here,” said Hu-
gon. 

After fourteen years in 
the classroom, Hugon said 
that he was ready for change. 

Next year, Hugon will 
join the Tang Institute full-
time as a Senior Technology 
Partner. From off campus, he 
will support the work of his 
colleagues in utilizing tech-
nology as a tool for learning 
and education, continuing his 
relationship with the school 
from a different standpoint. 
He said that he will remain in 
close contact with his fellow 
teachers and the school. 

 “Taking up this position 
is a one-year plan, but we’ll 
see from there. Change is a 
good thing. After fourteen 
years teaching, I felt the need 
to change the game and I 
was also a little burned out. 
I wanted to get back to tech-
nology,” said Hugon. 

Hugon to Work Full-Time 
With Tang Institute

By AUSTIN TUAN

Dressed in a leather jack-
et and red, white and blue 
converse, Thomas McGraw, 
Instructor in English, paces 
his classroom in the base-
ment of Bullfinch, reciting 
“The Odyssey” from memory 
to a class full of captivated 
Juniors.

After 32 years of captivat-
ing students with his wealth 
of stories, McGraw will leave 
behind a storied legacy in 
Bulfinch. McGraw inspired 
his students every day with 
his passion for Classics, in-
troducing them to the likes 
of Homer, Virgil, Dante and 
Milton by employing stories 
from his personal life.

McGraw studied at the 
University of Notre Dame, 
playing Division I basketball 
and baseball for the Fight-
ing Irish. McGraw graduated 
from Notre Dame in 1972 
with a major in English and 
a minor in Music. Shortly af-
ter graduation, McGraw re-
ceived his draft orders, call-
ing him join the U.S. Army to 
serve in the Vietnam War.

After the war ended in 

1975, McGraw moved to 
Brookline, Mass., with his 
future wife Celeste, and pur-
sued his Masters in Com-
munications from Boston 
University. In 1980, McGraw 
enrolled at the Harvard Di-
vinity School and focused his 
time on translating Latin.

While studying at Boston 
University, McGraw would 
spend much of his free time 
playing pickup basketball at 
Harvard. While playing one 
day at Harvard, he met an 
Andover alumnus who was 
so enthused with his basket-
ball ability and teaching per-
sonality that he phoned Kelly 
Wise, then the Dean of Facul-
ty at Andover, and asked him 
to hire McGraw.

“I cobbled together a re-
sume and sent it to Wise, and, 
two nights later the phone 
rings. I said, ‘Hello?’ He goes, 
‘Tom? Kelly Wise, Andover.’ I 
go, ‘Hello, Mr. Wise. I guess 
we have this mutual friend.’ 
He goes, ‘Yeah, yeah. Look: 
I read resumes for a living, 
and frankly, I’ve never seen 
one like the one I’m looking 
at right now,’” said McGraw.

McGraw came up to An-

dover and, after interview-
ing him for 16 hours, Wise 
and several of his colleagues 
hired him. McGraw recalled 
the moment Wise offered 
him the job.

“[Wise] offered me the 
job – this was in 1983 – but I 
told him that I knew I was so 
close to getting my Masters 
of Theological Study at Har-
vard that, if I took the job, I 
wouldn’t get it because I’d 
have to leave and I had one 
course I needed to finish. I 
said, ‘No, I can’t,’ and [Wise] 
said, ‘Hey, I’m offering you a 
job at Andover’ – like I should 
have fallen to my knees. He 
said, ‘Give it one year and, if 
you don’t like it, walk away,’” 
said McGraw.

While at Andover, Mc-
Graw coached Varsity Base-
ball, JV Football and JV 
basketball. He was a house 
counselor in Hearsey House 
for 23 years, where he would 
hang the flag of every in-
ternational kid that he had 
in the dorm. McGraw said 
that his senior elective, “The 
Epic Poem,” which examines 
“The Iliad,” “The Odyssey” 
and “Paradise Lost” among 

others, is considered to be 
one of the most sought after 
senior electives in the history 
of the school. McGraw also 
taught overseas in Great Brit-
ain at Marlborough College 
and in Rennes, France as part 
of School Year Abroad.

In his retirement, Mc-
Graw hopes to continue his 
passion for teaching. He 
plans to remain in the Ando-
ver area with his three kids 
and wife.

Thomas McGraw Leaves 
Behind 32 Year Legacy in Bulfinch Hall

By PETER ROSSANO

After nine years, Carlos 
Hoyt, Associate Dean of Stu-
dents for Personal and Com-
munity Education, will leave 
Andover to become a faculty 
member at Wheelock Col-
lege’s School of Social Work 
in Boston. 

At the center of Andover’s 
transition into a healthier, 
more student-centered cam-
pus, Hoyt has changed the 
culture at Andover through 
his work over the past nine 
years. As the Associate Dean 
of Students, Graham House 
counselor and PACE coun-
selor, Hoyt has been coordi-
nating the weekly All-School 
Meetings (ASMs), pro-
gramming Wellness Week’s 
workshops and coordinating 
Personal and Community 
Education (PACE) classes for 
Lowers. 

As the Associate Dean of 
Students, Hoyt has focused 
his time restructuring Ando-
ver’s social-emotional curric-
ulum, ensuring that everyone 
has the opportunity and the 
skills needed to be able to en-
gage in conversations about 
social issues. 

With a distinguished 
background in social work 
and through his role as 
Graham House counselor, 
Hoyt has helped numerous 
students work through any 
wellness or social issues they 
were facing. Outside of An-
dover, Hoyt runs his own pri-
vate psychotherapy practice.

Beyond his regular du-
ties, Hoyt has dedicated him-
self to numerous other tasks. 

Ever since the school 
overenrolled the incoming 
class a few years ago, Hoyt 
has been the proud house 
counselor of 158 Main Street, 

a two-person stack that he 
opened up to make room for 
displaced students. Addition-
ally, Hoyt has been as a coach 
on both the Varsity and Ju-
nior Varsity levels, devoting 
himself to Basketball and 
Track, in particular. 

And among all he does 
for Andover, Hoyt has been 
a loving father to his kids and 
a committed husband to his 
wife.

Moving to America from 
Costa Rica at the age of three, 
Hoyt’s family settled down in 
Dorchester, Mass., a suburb 
just outside of Boston. As part 
of the Metropolitan Council 
For Educational Opportu-
nity, Inc. (METCO) program, 
Hoyt took a school bus each 
morning from Dorchester 
to nearby Dover, an affluent 
town with a better schooling 
system. 

Growing up, Hoyt took 
every opportunity he could 
to help others out, working 
his first job in Maine at a 
summer camp for underpriv-
ileged children. 

From his Dover class-
room, Hoyt went on to Wes-
leyan University where he 
studied psychology and phi-
losophy and then attended 
the University of Chicago to 
study philosophy. Hoyt then 
returned to the east coast and 
began studying social work 
at Boston University.

Most of Hoyt’s pre-Ando-
ver career was spent working 
with special needs popula-
tions, acting as a source of 
support for kids with learn-
ing disabilities, behavioral 
disorders, or those in foster 
care.

In 2006, while reading 
the newspaper, Hoyt saw 

that Andover was searching 
for someone to join the ad-
ministration as a community 
educator. He fell in love with 
the school during his first 
visit. Hoyt said that he was 
impressed with the ideals of 
the school and was blown 
away by Andover’s commit-
ment to its motto ‘youth from 
every quarter’.

“I thought, let’s give this a 
go. So I came and I said, ‘Well, 
I’m not sure I have to retire 
here like so many people do 
– but I think it’d be a nice 
place to work for a while, so 
I’ll stay until Evan, [my son] 
graduates.’ And then Evan 
graduated and I stayed. And 

then I said, ‘I’ll stay until I get 
my Ph.D.’ And then I got my 
Ph.D. and I stayed. And then 
I said, ‘Well, let’s see how this 
new guy, [Head of School] 
John Palfrey, does.’ And he’s 
been absolutely great. It just 
seems like a good time for me 
to move now,” said Hoyt.

 Over the years, Hoyt 
has been at the core of the 
revitalization of what was 
then called “Life Issues,” or 
today’s equivalent of a PACE 
class. Focusing on revamping 
the curriculum and making 
sure the conversation was 
engaging for every student, 
Hoyt has enriched count-
less students to understand 

some of the nuances that are 
pervasive both at Andover 
and throughout the world. 
Still, though, Hoyt said that 
he recognizes some flaws 
within the current program 
and hopes for the issues to be 
resolved down the road.

“I think the great hope, 
at least from my perspec-
tive for the school now, is 
that the work being done of 
the Empathy and Balance 
Committee – maybe the Eq-
uity and Inclusion Commit-
tee too – and the advent of 
the Wellness Center [will] 
coalesce… [Andover] into a 
money-where-its-mouth-is 
sort of phase, that we will re-
ally carve out dedicated class 
time for [PACE] and we re-
ally will staff it with teachers 
who aren’t just volunteering 
their time beyond their de-
partmental commitments,” 
said Hoyt.

As the ASM coordinator, 
Hoyt constantly brainstorms 
innovative and interesting 
programing for Wednes-
days’ weekly meetings in the 
Cochran Chapel. With the 
“Community Classroom” be-
fore him, Hoyt tries to invite 
a prestigious class of speak-
ers to come each week to en-
rich Andover students, cap-
tivating students’ attentions 
every time he succeeds. In 
particular, Hoyt enjoys plan-
ning, participating in and 
watching the lineup of ASMs 
at the end of Spring Term.

“I love it when we can 
get a speaker who can really 

come and do the job: speak 
well, entertain [the students] 
a little bit, but also inspire 
[everyone] to want to talk 
more about it,” said Hoyt.

Recently, Hoyt received 
his Ph.D. from Simmons 
School of Social Work and 
is currently in a partner-
ship with Oxford University 
Press, writing his own book 
that will most likely be pub-
lished this year. 

Moving on to Wheelock, 
Hoyt is excited to get back 
into the teacher realm and 
develop relationships with 
students in the classroom. 
On a ten-year teaching track, 
Hoyt will focus on education 
in social work.

“I will miss working with 
[Andover] students and may-
be even younger, but I’m hop-
ing that there might be some 
opportunities to volunteer 
and keep doing that work,” 
said Hoyt. 

Working with Hoyt as a 
PACE Senior and also as part 
of an independent project, 
Jason Young ’15 has always 
admired the support that 
Hoyt has given him over the 
years.

“In working with Carlos 
Hoyt, I’ve witnessed a great 
perspective and intellect at 
work within [Andover]. Now 
that Carlos is heading on to a 
new opportunity in his life, 
his influence will be forever 
remembered in our commu-
nity,” said Young.

A Change of Pace: Carlos Hoyt Leaves Behind Legacy As 
Assistant Dean of Students, House Counselor, Teacher and Coach

By PETER ROSSANO
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Hoyt  came to the United States from Costa Rica 
when he was three years old. 
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Hugon coached the swim team for ten years.

After a decade at Ando-
ver, Frank Tipton, Instruc-
tor in History, will be taking 
on the role of Assistant Head 
of School at Gann Academy. 
Having taken on various 
roles at Andover, Tipton has 
devoted his time to getting to 
know many students.

“What I treasure most is 
the individual conversations 
and relationships I’ve had 
with students, either with a 
student in my classroom or 
a counselee in my dorm or 
someone in my cluster while 
I’ve been a dean,” said Tip-
ton. 

Tipton first came to An-
dover as a teaching fellow 
during Summer Session in 
1998. As he learned more 
about the campus and stu-
dents, Tipton felt increasing-
ly interested in taking a full 
time job at Andover. When a 
teaching position opened up 
in the History Department, 
Tipton leaped at the oppor-
tunity.

 “At that time, I remem-
ber thinking that this would 
be an amazing place to work 
and an amazing place for my 
family to live and be a part 
of… [I] had a great experience 
through the whole inter-
view process and just really 
thought that it was the right 
fit for me and the right fit for 
my family,” said Tipton.

 Tipton’s love for his-
tory dates back to graduate 
school. While he was pursu-
ing a Political Science major, 
Tipton soon realized that his 

true passion was exploring 
the broader narrative of his-
tory.

 “I was much more inter-
ested in the broader narra-
tive and the broader causal 
factors. So realizing that I 
was a history student in a po-
litical science program was 
part of the transition that I 
made from… going down a 
political science track for a 
career to… ultimately teach-
ing history at the high school 
level,” said Tipton.

 Most interesting to Tip-
ton are comparisons between 
cultures across different time 
periods. 

“I think that what I enjoy 
are deep dives into primary 
sources... I really like the idea 
of trying to understand the 
worldview of someone other 
than oneself… I think it’s re-
ally exciting to think about 
2015 versus 1500 and how do 
we develop that comparison 
and think about who we are 
and what our world view is in 
2015,” said Tipton.

In addition to teaching 
History 100 and 200 class-
es, Tipton teaches a history 
elective called “When States 
Fail.” The course focuses on 
failed states and what defines 
a failed state. The students 
also explore the various ide-
ologies of Nation States.

“[Tipton] always has the 
coolest projects for us. Last 
term, in his Israeli-Palestine 
conflict class, he set up a 
simulation for my class with 
graduate students at the 
University of Michigan and 
we each got to be part of a 

country and make different 
policies. The possibilities are 
endless in [Tipton’s] class and 
it’s as informative as it is fun,” 
said Shelby Butt ‘15, one of 
Tipton’s students.

 In addition to teaching, 
Tipton has also been the 
Dean of West Quad North 
since 2010. From 2007 to 
2010, Tipton was a house 
counselor in Bishop Hall, as 
well as an advisor on Gay, 
Lesbian, Bisexual and Trans-
gender Issues. 

“My favorite memories 
have been Andover/Exeter 
day, particularly exciting or 
fun classroom activities, qui-
et moments where I’ve had 
really good conversations 
with counselees as a house 
counselor... I’d say also some 
of the fun social events that 
I’ve been involved with as a 
Cluster Dean,” said Tipton.

While Tipton is excited 
to continue his journey as 
Assistant Head of School at 
Gann Academy, a Jewish 

high school, he said that he 
will miss the unique Ando-
ver experience he has expe-
rienced.

 “[Gann Academy] is a re-
ally exciting and fun school 
and a really amazing oppor-
tunity for me that I couldn’t 
pass up. But certainly I’m 
feeling lots of emotion right 
now that I’m leaving Ando-
ver in these last few weeks of 
the term,” said Tipton.

 Tipton said he will miss 
the Andover students and 
their enthusiasm, commit-
ment and excitement about 
learning. To Tipton, the stu-
dents are what made the An-
dover experience so unique.

“It’s been a really exciting 
ten years for me and I don’t 
know if I will have a similar 
teaching experience again in 
the future. I will have differ-
ent teaching experiences but 
I think the Andover experi-
ence is a distinctive one,” said 
Tipton.

 

Tipton to Become 
Assistant Head of School at Gann Academy

By KALINA KO

J.WOLFE/THE PHILLIPIAN
Tipton first came to Andover as a teaching fellow in 1998.

Thomas McGraw taught 
at Andover for 32 years.

E.KAUFMANN/THE PHILLIPIAN
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DEPARTING FACULTY

Corbin and Nancy Lang ’83
L.HAMANN/THE PHILLIPIAN

After a combined 42 years of teaching at Andover, Corbin and Nancy Lang will leave Andover and move to Jackson, WY, where Nancy Lang will become Head of School 
at Journeys School and Corbin Lang will work to develop Journeys School’s online curriculum. During their time at Andover, both Corbin Lang and Nancy Lang have served 
as house counselors, coaches, instructors and deans. 

 Corbin and Nancy Lang Depart for Journeys School in Jackson, Wyoming

By ANNIE LEE

Corbin Lang, Instruc-
tor in Mathematics, will 
mark an end to his 20th 
year at Andover as he will 
leave to become a part of 
the development of the 
online curriculum at the 
Journeys School in Jack-
son, Wyoming. 

“I came [to Andover] as 
a teaching fellow in 1995 
and thought I was only 
going to be here for one 
year and ended up staying 
20… I thought about leav-
ing after my first year, 
but stayed because it is a 
great [place],” said Lang 
during an interview with 
The Phillipian.

During the 20 years, 
Lang has served as an 
Instructor in Mathemat-
ics, a scheduling officer 
and Associate Dean of 
Studies for seven years. 
He has also been a house 
counselor for Bartlett and 
Stearns, and a coach for 
Track and Field, JV base-
ball and alpine skiing.

“What’s been fun 
about [serving at An-
dover] was hanging out 
with high school kids. I 
like seeing them develop 
over the four years. I like 
the things they bring to 
the table [and] the differ-
ent attitudes they [each] 
have,” said Lang.

Lang first truly dis-
covered his passion for 
teaching math while 
hanging out with a group 
of friends who were soon 
to become engineers, 
physics majors and math-
ematicians during his 
undergraduate study in 
mathematics.

“I like the creativity of 
solving problems. [Prob-
lems can be] hard but I 
like how there is always 
usually a solution. It is 
fun to try to be creative to 

find that solution,” said 
Lang.

Above all, Lang will 
greatly miss the valuable 
relationship he has built 
with his students and col-
leagues which has ulti-
mately made him love be-
ing a part of the Andover 
community.

“I love hanging out 
with my colleagues. 
These are great col-
leagues and the mentor-
ship that I received…[is] 
fantastic. My colleagues 
are all creative people so 
they certainly helped me 
develop and create a cre-
ative process,” said Lang.

“It is going to be hard 
to leave Andover. I have 
stayed here for 20 years 
and I have loved this 
place. It was a hard deci-
sion to leave. It is going to 
be hard to leave the peo-
ple here, the [students] 
here. It’s a very good 
school. That said, I am 
going to a new place that 
has good people [and is 
also] a good school,” said 
Lang.

Corbin Lang
Connected with 

Colleagues and Students After serving Andover 
for the past 22 years as a 
passionate and innovative 
math teacher, Nancy Lang 
‘83 will be leaving to be-
come the Head of School at 
Journey’s School in Jack-
son, Wyoming. 

“Mr. Lang and I are 
moving our family to Wyo-
ming and that to us is a big 
deal… we are going here 
because we think that what 
we are going into is so spe-
cial [and will] be a great 
opportunity for all of us as 
a family. I am very hope-
ful that I can bring some 
of what I have learned and 
gained from here to a small 
institution that is ready for 
new leadership,” said Lang 
during an interview with 
The Phillipian.

In addition to teaching 
math throughout her An-
dover career and serving as 
the Associate Dean of Fac-
ulty, Lang has been a house 
counselor in Double Brick 
for two years, Paul Revere 
for five years, and Johnson 
Hall for seven years. She has 
also served as an Assistant 
Coach of Track and Field, 
Assistant and Head Coach 
of Girls’ Cross Country and 
Assistant and Head Coach 
of Indoor Track.

Lang attended Andover 
as a day student, went on to 
study at Cornell University 
and then received the Air 
Force ROTC scholarship 
for mathematics in 1987. 
She was commissioned as 
a lieutenant in the military 
for three years before she 

became a teacher where she 
taught for two years at a pri-
vate middle school before 
coming to Andover.

“It was absolutely my 
heart strings bringing me 
back here. I had such a 
good and formative experi-
ence here as a high school 
student… I definitely came 
back because it was a place 
that I had loved and my 
teachers here had such an 
impact on my life that I 
felt that I would have that 
opportunity to work with 
young people,” said Lang.

While teaching math-
ematics at Andover, Lang 
especially enjoyed build-
ing close relationships with 
her colleagues in the math 
department. She was also 
amazed at the amount of 
support and open-minded 
approach her colleagues 
gave her in her early years 
at Andover.

“I’ve had so many in-
formal mentors that there 
is always someone to talk 
about how to teach a math 
problem, how to do a math 
problem... That professional 
environment and mentor-
ing was really important to 
me. The other thing is that I 
really felt supported in try-
ing out new ideas... my de-
partment chairs supported 
me always,” said Lang.

During the years at An-
dover, Lang also developed 

an unexpected love for 
coaching. It was during her 
second year as the Head 
Coach of the Girls’ Cross 
Country team that Lang 
discovered her hidden pas-
sion for coaching. This ex-
perience has led her to build 
long-lasting relationships 
with her students.

“I am really proud of the 
work I did with the girls on 
the team and the many re-
lationships I still have with 
students. It’s really pow-
erful when students come 
back to you and remind you 
or tell you later how you im-
pacted their lives somehow 
and that has happened quite 
a lot to me in the past years,” 
said Lang.

Upon her departure, 
Lang will greatly miss the 
resourceful and meaning-
ful relationships she has 
had with her students, col-
leagues and the community.

“Andover has been 
amazing as supporting pro-
fessional development; any 
work that our teachers want 
to do on behalf of the stu-
dents, can be supported and 
that is pretty special. I also 
feel as if I have a resource 
here that is richer than any-
thing. The expertise on this 
campus is unparalleled and 
that resource is something I 
will miss,” said Lang.

From Day Student to Teacher: Nancy Lang
 To Leave Andover after 22 Years as Instructor in Math

Back row, from left: Caitlin Monroe, Howard Kalter, Genevieve Barrons, Annabelle Hicks and Daniel Cadarette. Middle row, from left: Marian Homans-Turnbull, 
Laura Lowry, Amanda Washington and Amy Shoemaker, Yue Cao and Spencer Diamond. Front: George Heinrichs.

J.BECKWITH/THE PHILLIPIAN

TEACHING FELLOWS 2014-2015

L.HAMANN/THE PHILLIPIAN

Nancy Lang ’83

Corbin Lang
L.HAMANN/THE PHILLIPIAN

National Merit Scholarships:

Ashok K. Aggarwal
Esha Bansal
Jamie T. Chen
Justin G. Curtis
Sina Golkari
Andrew B. Grottkau
Catherine Y. Liu
Ethan P. McIntosh

National Achievement 
Scholarships: 

Rocco J. Amorosso
Isabella J. Berkley
Devontae A. Freeland
Charlie A. Jarvis
Kayla A. Thompson

National Hispanic 
Recognition Program (NHRP):

Bianca Bowman-- Honorable    
      Mention

Emma Crowe-- Scholar
Alexander Pareto-- Scholar

Class of 2015 Winners of National Achievement Awards:



Good day to you, and welcome to the glorious Commonwealth of Fea-
turesia. Allow us to introduce ourselves – we are your splendid and quite 
legally-elected Co-Rulers, Jumily. Yes, you heard right. Legally-elected. 
We previously founded the People’s Republic of Features, but after some 
very deep ponderings and several bourgeois rebellions, we have opted 
for a more “humane” style of rule. 

We will honorably represent the people of this nation and stand for 
you – we will not stand beside you, but rather we will stand for you while 
you sit on your couches and gorge yourselves on Fritos while watching 
“Real Housewives.” You’re welcome. 

In the typical style of any true commonwealth, our first priority is the 
welfare of the public as a whole. That’s why ruling a commonwealth is so 
great – with a distinctly broader outlook, you can get away with a lot as 
long as it proves to be “for the greater good.” You know, the ends justify 
the means and all that goodness.  

We happen to be huge Machiavelli fans. As Niccolo said, men should 
either be treated generously or destroyed... and Phaedra on “Real House-
wives of Atlanta”  seemed to know that when she divorced her felon hus-
band Apollo. See? We know how to relate to the proletariat.  Jumily out.
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Fun and Games with Features
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Across:
5. Favorite pant material.
7. Favorite aisle in the grocery store. 
9. Favorite Greek mythology hero.
11. Favorite RomCom.
13. Favorite imaginary animal.
14. Favorite breed of  cat. 
15. Favorite brand of  toothpaste.
16. Favorite adorable animal (other   

 than Gunga).
17. Favorite sprinkler location on   

 campus.
19. Favorite birthday present ever re 

 ceived.

21. Favorite flavor of  ice cream. 
22. Favorite flower. 
23. Favorite lawn activity. 
24. Favorite mode of  transportation.
26. Favorite character in “Harry 
 Potter.” 
27. Favorite season.
28. Favorite type of  noodle. 
29. Favorite historical period. 
30. Favorite shade of  blue. 
31. Favorite type of  mustard. 

Down:
1. Least favorite high school attended.        
2. Favorite color of  Paresky Commons    

         plate.
3. Favorite type of  salad. 
4. Favorite footwear.
6. Favorite melon.
8. Favorite location on campus to sit  

 and reflect on mortality.
10. Favorite pattern.
12. Favorite holiday.
18. Favorite unhealthy snack from   

 Susie’s.
20. Favorite restaurant downtown.

Choose the best answer:

Student:  Excuse me?  Could I (chat / duel / waltz) with you for

 a moment?
 
Teacher:  Sure.  Let me just finish (plagiarizing / flossing / 

bribing) these (essays / dentures / sabbatical-administrators).
 
Student: (Thank / Shank / spank) you.  I just wanted to (plead / 

dance / trade my soul) for personal time tomorrow.  
 
Teacher:  (Really / do you even go to this school / if a tree 

falls in a forest and nobody’s there to hear it, did it make a

 sound) ??  Why do you want personal time?
 
Student: My teachers have been dumping (work / excrement / 

suspicious grass fertilizer) all over me and I just need some time 

to (pity / massage / treasure) myself.  
 
Teacher:  Don’t be a(n) (fool / unmuzzled rough-hewn malt-worm

 / loser)!! When I was a kid, my teachers used to (punish / annoy

 / distract) us with (force-fed brussel sprouts / their faces / 

Zac Efron) but we just had to take it.  
 
Student:  Oh my (Palfrey / goodness / Jumily), seriously???

That makes me feel (saucy / like Anna felt when Hans be

trayed her in Frozen / like a virgin).  
 
Teacher:  I’m so (sorry / exhilarated / rattled) to hear that.  

However, we have a (test / jarty / Wiccan sacrifice) tomorrow 

so you can’t have personal time.
 
Student:  Okay, (I understand / thou art as loathsome as a toad 

/ thanks for nothing).
 
Teacher: Bye! Have a nice (day / 2.0 / time flossing)!  However,

 if this happens again, I’ll have to call (my lawyer / my mom /

 Ghostbusters).

Now fill it in yourself!
 
 
TSA: What is this in your (noun)?
 
Person: It’s nothing.  I just need it for (verb ending in -ing).
 
TSA: It looks like a big (noun).  I’m going to need you to raise

 your (noun) above your (noun).
 
Person:  That seems unnecessary.  I’m not a(n) (noun).
 
TSA:  Well, you seem pretty (adjective).  Why would you even 

need that?
 
Person: I use it everyday when I (verb) in the (noun) with my

 (noun).
 
TSA:  WHAT???? You’re under arrest.  You have the right to 

remain (adjective).
 
Person:  This is (adjective).  I just want to (verb).
 
TSA: You can go and stuff your (noun) up your (noun).  Come 

with me.  
 
Person: (exclamation) !!!!!!!! Why does this always happen to 

me?!??!! Life is so (adjective).

Crossword Answers



10) Hired plane crashes into 
other air traffic.

9) Turns out bae is seriously 
allergic to roses...

8) Misspelled bae’s name on 
the sign.

7) Accidentally bought the 
U-Haul truck… now U are in it 

for the long Haul.

6) Bae thinks you’re going “just 
as friends.”

5) Used a line from 
Shakespeare and got sued for 

plagiarism.

4) Banned from Paresky 
Commons after raiding the 

salad bar to make a swimming 
pool of kale for bae.

3) Censured for the candles 
you used.

2) The cute Post-Graduate 
asked bae before you had the 

chance.

1) Bae said no.

Worst Possible Promposal Outcomes

F E A T U R E S  P R E S E N T S

TOP TEN

10) “Stop stressing out 
about college. You’ll end up 

SOMEWHERE.”

9) “We don’t deliver past 
10:00 p.m.”

8) “This will be a no-calculator 
test.”

7) “You have been given an 
unexcused absence for the 

above class.”

6) “Be ready for the ‘surprise’ 
fire drill at 6 a.m. tomorrow 

morning.” 

5) “... single spaced.”

4) **7:50 a.m. alarm**

3) “Let’s run by Paresky 
Commons before we go to 

Susie’s.”

2) “You came in second place.” 

1) “No.” 

Things Andover Students
Don’t Want to Hear

F E A T U R E S  P R E S E N T S

TOP TEN

10) Let her take a waft of the 
carpet in your dorm room. She’ll 

feel right at home.

9) Wear the sweater she knit you 
and take her to the Christmas 

party. She’ll feel
appreciated. 

8) Let her read Features and 
explain the humor. She’ll start 

laughing ten seconds later.

7) Bring her to Pearson or Morse 
Hall. The squeaky floors and 

chalkboards will bring back some 
distant memories.

6) Show her the fossil collection 
in Gelb Science Center. Maybe 

she’ll find some old friends.

5) Give her a taste of the 
oatmeal... She’ll be licking the 

spoon, guaranteed.

4) Let her see students’ dark 
circles and bags under their 

eyes. Then she won’t feel self-
conscious about her wrinkles!

3) Let her teach history class 
with stories from her childhood.

2) Bring her to a student 
leadership campaign speech… 
they’ll repeat the same things 

over and over just like she does. 
 

1) Tell her how popular 
Instagram is – and it’s named 

after her!

Ways to Make Your Grandma
Fall in Love with Andover

F E A T U R E S  P R E S E N T S

TOP TEN

10) Don’t forget the stopcock or 
you will impregnate your vial   

with solution.

9) Nitrogen monoxide means 
NO!

8) Use the pH scale to measure 
basicity of your Instagram posts.

7) Don’t use the Bunsen burner 
for s’mores unless you want 

s’more restriction. 

6) You’ll get high (grades) if you 
take acid (to the test tube).

5) Don’t worry about the labs 
involving copper; they all make 

perfect cents. 

4) There are 6.022x1023 hairs on a 
star-nosed mole. 

3) Sanctuary yourself if you 
consume the C2H6O.

2) Buy an ad in The Phillipian for 
your graduated cylinder.

1) Don’t forget to have funnel!

Tips to Have Fun at Gelb
Next Year!

F E A T U R E S  P R E S E N T S

TOP TEN
10) I don’t knead you.

9) You don’t have enough dough.

8) I want someone to butter my 
muffin. 

7) You’re just too dense.

6) I just don’t loaf you anymore.

5) This relationship is toast.

4) Your humor is too rye.

3) We’ve lost the crunch. 

2) At yeast we can still be friends!

1)  I’m cutting back on carbs.

Ways to Break Up with Wheat Bread

F E A T U R E S  P R E S E N T S

TOP TEN

10) FTB - For The Banana

9) TOFTB - Teats Out For The 

Babies

8) TFM - Total Faculty Move 

7) FML -  Forgot My Laxatives

6) SMH - So Much Hair 

5) IDEK -I Don’t Even Knit

4) FTW -For The Wingman

3) IRL - I Relish Luzuriaga

2) TBT  - Talkative Bald 

Tyrannosaur 

1) OMFG - On My Features 

Grind

Phrases that Will Become 
Wildly Popular Next Year

F E A T U R E S  P R E S E N T S

TOP TEN
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Features Reports

Seniors Attend Class 

Last week, the Class of 
2015 continued the annu-
al ritual of pulling a “Se-
nior prank” during Senior 
Spring. This time, how-
ever, the Senior class may 
have crossed a line. 

In lieu of the boring, 
run-of-the-mill pranks 
that are commonly pulled 
by Senior classes, the 
Class of 2015 elected to 
take a more risky route, 
venturing into unfamiliar 
area with regards to the 
scope and ramifications of 
their latest stunt. 

Last week, a week that 
shall go down in history, 
the Senior class pulled an 
unprecedented feat that 
will indubitably have dras-
tic consequences for the 
entire Senior class. 

From May 4 to May 9, 
every single member of 
the Senior class attended 
every single one of their 
classes without taking 

personal time or receiving 
a single cut or tardy. 

One teaching fellow 
eloquently described this 
bizarre occurrence by de-
claring, “This was super 
weird.”

The idea of attending 
every class for a week is 
simply unheard of in the 
entire history of Andover. 
Never before has anti-Se-
nioritis reached such dan-
gerously high levels. 

French teacher Bez 
Mocul expressed her out-
rage in an email to The 
Phillipian, “I am outraged.  
The Senior ‘prank’ was in-
credibly disrespectful and 
outrageous.  I demand dig-
nity and respect, yet this 
Senior class has showed 
their utter contempt for 
all the hardworking facul-
ty members at this institu-
tion.  This was not a prank 
– it was a gruesome attack 
on the dignity of every 
teacher at Andover.  Out-
rageous.”

The Senior prank pos-
es a threat to what Ando-
ver stands for by encour-
aging similar disruptive 
behavior among other 
students. The Seniors set 
an example for under-
classmen, and setting said 
example with actions like 
this could negatively in-
fluence underclassmen to 
do the same. 

Mocul writes, “We 
simply cannot let this be-
come a habit. Before any-
one realizes, all Andover 
students will be attending 
every class… and nobody 
wants to see that. Next 
thing you know, all the Se-
niors will be attending ev-
ery All-School Meeting!”

Head of School John 
Palfrey had some harsh 
words to say about this 
rowdy Senior prank. One 
Andover Administrator 
called the Seniors’ actions 
“completely unaccept-
able.”

These ramifications, 

though only speculative 
at this point, will likely be 
comparable to the Clunker 
Hill debacle in severity. 

Palfrey is expected to 
strike hard in terms of 
punishment, possibly even 
issuing a four-day suspen-
sion to the entire Senior 
class, a $1 million deduc-
tion from the endowment, 
and the forfeiture of Se-
nior sign-in for two weeks. 

Though unnecessarily 
harsh, Andover may come 
down hard on the Senior 
class with these punish-
ments following their dan-
gerously disruptive Senior 
prank. 

No matter the rami-
fications, one thing’s for 
sure: the Class of 2016 will 
undoubtedly need to step 
up its game to match the 
audacity of 2015.

ROHAN DIXIT

Sticklers cramping my style.
R.OCKANDROLL/THE PHILLIPIAN

Staff Feature

Mr. Schneebly, the 
newest addition to An-
dover’s teaching staff, 
will begin work next fall, 
where he will teach Rock 
Appreciation (Art 666 AC/
DC.) 

In an interview 
with The Phillipian, Mr. 
Schneebly claimed that 
although his classes will 
be working to understand 
the classic art of Rock, the 
main course goal will be 
to teach students how to 
“stick it to the man.” 

Mr. Schneebly was un-
able to make any further 
comments due to the an-
gry horde of parents that 
was chasing him, appar-
ently angry about the cor-
ruption of their children. 

Andover is confident, 
however, that Mr. Schnee-
bly will make no such mis-
takes at this school. 

“Mr. Schneebly has 
been known for his, well, 
alternative teaching 
styles, but he is well aware 
that no such antics are 
tolerated at this fine es-
tablishment,” asserted the 
Dean of Sticklers.

Although students are 
excited for such a legend-
ary teacher to come to 

campus, many are indig-
nant because Mr. Schnee-
bly’s presence on campus 
has lead to the cancella-
tion of the annual Battle of 
the Bands in Susie’s. 

“We thought it would 
be best to keep him off the 
path to temptation,” said 
the Dean of Sticklers in an 
email to The Phillipian. 

“Instead,” continued 
the Dean, “Mr. Schneebly 
will be hosting this year’s 
poetry recitations, so that 
he can get a chance to ap-
preciate the real, I mean, 
more refined, arts.” 

Mr. Schneebly has 
shown great enthusiasm 
for this task, to the delight 
of the Dean of Sticklers, 
and the entire school looks 
forward to the event. 

Many, however, are 
confused by the requests 
that Mr. Schneebly has 
made for materials he will 
need for the recitation, 
including amplifiers, out-
landish outfits, and a rally 
wagon. 

“Don’t worry about it,” 
assured Schneebly. “I will 
do a great job with this 
poetry thingy. For those 
about to recite, I salute 
you.”

FEATURES STAFF

Faculty Discuss Attending Senior Grad Week

In a recent turn of events 
at the Weekly Events and 
Entertainment Drove (the 
weekly faculty meeting on 
Friday nights in the Pine 
Knoll cemetery) faculty 
members began to discuss 
the possibility of joining Se-
niors at various “Grad Week” 
celebrations during the first 
week of summer vacation. 

The Bean of College 
Counseling, Stan Ford, de-
cided to speak up at the 
meeting because, he claims, 
he has grown quite fond of 
this class.  

Others have speculated 
that Ford just wants to feel 
young again.

In response to such ac-
cusations, Ford released a 
statement on Thursday: “I’m 
not going through a midlife 
crisis.  I love my grey hair.  It 
makes me look like George 
Clooney. Are you calling me 
old? Do you see any wrin-
kles? I just bought a new 
sports car – I am the oppo-
site of old.”

The younger faculty 
members were very hesitant 
about the idea of joining Se-
niors on “Grad Week.”  

Many of them remember 
parties from college all too 
well. 

When asked about her 
opinions on the matter, 
teaching fellow Ina De-
Quatte replied, “I hazily re-

member college parties, but 
it’s all a blur of Monopoly, 
milkshakes and math home-
work.  If Grad Week is simi-
lar to my college experience, 
I don’t really want to go.”

Faculty members in their 
forties and above, however, 
have zealously agreed to this 
proposal.

“It’s strange... when I 
look at those bright-eyed 
and fresh-faced Seniors, I 
think of all the conversations 
about boys, Cosmo and Ins-
tagram I’ve missed out on,” 
said Gran Ma, coach of Boys 
Varsity Knitting. 

“Luckily, I’m not too old 
to have those conversations – 
I must go and ‘get turnt’ with 
‘ma gurlz’ and all that jazz!” 

said Ma in a typewritten 
message delivered by carrier 
pigeon to The Phillipian.

“I feel extremely at-
tached to the Class of 2015 af-
ter many long walks through 
the Cochran Bird Sanctuary 
trying to find students to 
hang out with.  I am so ex-
cited about the possibility of 
partying!  Also, I’m so down 
with all their lingo, like, I to-
tally can, like, pass as a high 
schooler! I love getting my 
freak on,” said Ivanna Quit, 
ten-year Russian teacher.

The matter will come to 
a vote next week to decide 
whether or not the Seniors 
will be accompanied by fac-
ulty on Grad Week.

PAIGE MORSS

“What are you guys even doing here??? How dare you come to class?!”
P.ERFECTATTENDANCE/THE PHILLIPIAN
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Tweets of the Trade

Connect the Dots 

on Page B5

Megan Paulson is ready to party!!!1!1!1!!!1!11!!!

G.TFO/THE PHILLIPIAN



Features Comments

We Got Wet
Imagine this: you are walking along the path from Samuel Phillips 

Hall to Paresky Commons.  The sun is out.  The grass is green.  The sky 
is blue.  The lawn is strangely empty, but the Garver Room is as packed 
as ever.  Being the social commentator that you are, you let out a sad 
sound.  *Sigh.*

As you stroll along, busy pondering the meaning of life/praying that 
chicken nuggets will make a surprise reappearance on today’s menu, a 
strange sound hits your ears.  It is foreign and unnatural – one might 
even say ominous.  

It is unlike anything you’ve ever heard before, quicker than a train 
clacking the rails and more ferocious than the clicking and spitting of 
an army of angry praying mantises. *click* *click* *click.*

In case you were wondering, your Creative Writing class has just 
covered the use of onomatopoeia.  *Ohhhh.*

But you are a brave Andover Student.  A ruthlessly efficient indi-
vidual, you have won several cooking shows, you are known to woo 
partners of all genders with your virtuosic jazz-flute playing, and you 
instruct sky-diving lessons in your free time.  

A clicking sound is child’s play compared to that test you just took 
in your Bird-Watching class.

 As your proceed, the clicking becomes louder and louder.  You look 
around, desperately searching for its source.  Still nothing.  You look up 
to God for inspiration, and then resort to looking down at the ground 
when God gives no sign of answering.  

But suddenly, it hits you.  And no, “it” is not the guilt of being sa-
tanic.  The stretch of path right below you has been dampened in the 
shape of an arc.  And then something else hits you.  And no.  “Some-
thing else” is not another epiphany, nor is it God smiting you down for 
your betrayal.  

It is in fact a jet stream of water.
You, my dear friend, have just been sprinkled.
Indeed, the lawn sprinklings have been something of an epidem-

ic on campus.  As their wake invades upon the paths, many a student 
has screamed out in woe and sprinted back to their dorm, tears cloud-
ing their vision, as the sprinklers complete their fateful arcs of doom.  
*Woahhh!*

         But of course, to give in to this terror would not be the way 
of the bold and daring Andover student.  It is for this reason that we 
of The Phillipian have devised a novel way to cope with this hardship: 
philosophy.  

We urge students to discard their fruitless hydrophobia and instead 
adopt the following healthy attitude: sprinklers encourage hydration.  
Up to 75 percent of Americans are known to be chronically dehydrat-
ed – a condition which, in extreme cases, has been known to cause bad 
breath, fevers, chills, the shrinking of the brain and mad cow disease.  
So drink it in, students.  Drink in every last drop.

*Gulp*

This Editorial represents the views of every board of The Phillipian 
ever. 

Letter to the Editor
To the Editor:
In Stearns we have a saying: 

“Do work, son.” In the depths of 
Spring Term, as we were “doing 
work,” we had the misfortune of 
consuming a Nutrigrain bar of 
the blueberry variety. 

This drew our attention to 
the invisible issue that often 
goes unnoticed in American so-
ciety. 

The problem of the 21st 
century is the problem of the 
blueberry Nutrigrain bar. Amer-
ican society calls itself civilized 
while perpetuating the cycle 
of exploitation that befalls our 
hungry youths. 

Never before had such a 
bland flavor and dry texture 
poisoned our palates. It shows 

a blatant negligence for the 
wellbeing and happiness of the 
student body that blueberry Nu-
trigrain bars are tolerated not 
only in the dominion of Stearns 
but also on the greater campus 
grounds.

When we talked to our peers, 
too many seemed unaware that 
such a problem even existed.

Many were content to “wait 
until the good flavors are back.” 
Students of such a prestigious 
institution should not be sub-
jected to the assault on our taste 
buds. 

Our Protestant heritage in-
cludes a prodigious history of 
speaking out against injustice. 
Blood alone moves the wheels 
of history. 

As taxpayers and loyal 
Americans, and international 
students, we should have the 
pleasure of strawberry, raspber-
ry and apple cinnamon.

We propose a march around 
Paresky Commons, along with 
a ceremonial dumping of blue-
berry Nutrigrain bars in Rabbit 
Pond. 

We must never cede the 
motherland; for it is together 
we prevail. 

Rise up, proletariat!

Tom Daly ’16 Andrew Zheng 
’15

*Andrew Zheng was a Sports 
Editor for The Phillipian, vol. 
CXXXVII

A Terrible Eggsperience

A few weeks ago, I thought 
it would be a good idea to walk 
downtown (my scooter was 
missing) for a quick snack. 
You see, I actually had anoth-
er snack (some cheesy nachos) 
in the microwave back at my 

dorm, but it seemed like a good 
idea to get another snack while 
this one was cooking.  

It is important to note that I 
was compelled to make the trip 
downtown because there was 
absolutely no food on campus 
that made my taste buds tingle. 

I was initially planning on 
going to the gym to work my 

glutes, but the waiter’s name 
downtown was Jim, so it was 
basically the same thing. Exer-
cise? Try extra fries. Fitness? 
More like fitness whole pizza 
in my mouth. My typical work-
out routine consists solely of 
diddly squats.

Luckily I mustard up 
enough strength to withstand 
the line at The Lamp (my fa-
vorite brunch destination), so 
after a few hours I got my own 

booth. I swiftly and decisive-
ly ordered several bacon and 
cheddar omelets and a frappe.  

“Okay, omelet me know if 
you need anything else,” Jim 
said, chuckling to himself. I sat 
stoically, unamused.  

My frappe soon arrived, 
and after one sip my taste buds 
sent rapid warning signs to my 
brain. I told Jim indignantly 
that it tasted funny.  

“So why aren’t you laugh-
ing?” he asked me, grinning 
slyly.  

Again, he failed to amuse 
me. I shooed him away and 

started researching for my 310 
paper which was due a couple 
weeks ago. Several hours and 
even more omelettes later, I 

gathered my things and asked 
Jim for the check.  

“I hope you had a good 
eggsperience here!” he said 
brightly. I rolled my eyes and 
headed back up Andover Hill.  
Suddenly, I spotted a thick spi-
ral of smoke in the distance. I 

chuckled to myself, amused for 
the first time today. Whoops! 
Guess I left the nachos in the 
microwave for too long...

Anyhow, I urge the adminis-
tration to provide better snacks 
up at campus – if I had not felt 
so compelled by my starvation 
to search for sustenance down-

town, I would not have left the 
nachos in the dorm microwave 
and thus my dorm would not 
have burned down. You think 
it’s my fault? Ugh, semantics.  

NIKO SKRIVANOS

My scooter was missing.

Exercise? 
Try extra fries.

...several bacon and 
cheddar omelets...

My taste buds sent rapid 
warning signs to my 

brain.

I rolled my eyes.

He failed to amuse me.

Ugh, semantics.

Commentary
Connects the Dots
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LEISUREARTS
AND

ADDISON GALLERY NEW EXHIBIT TITLE YAY

“Finals Week: A Mul-
timedia Experience” is 
the newest exhibit at the 
Addison Gallery of Amer-
ican Art this spring. The 
masterpiece includes 
mementos from a vari-
ety of students depicting 
their struggles during the 
dreaded exam week. 

All of the objects in the 
exhibit were donated by 
current Andover students 
and are not part of the Ad-
dison’s permanent collec-
tion. 

The walls of this exhib-
it are artistically decked in 
tear-stained study guides 
and final exams, preserved 
perfectly within plexiglass 
boxes. 

Hopefully, these valu-
ables will last hundreds 
of years and will educate 
future citizens about the 
culture of Andover today. 

A clear display case 
located in the center of 
the main gallery is full of 
crushed Starbucks cups 
and half-eaten bowls of 
chocolate-covered espres-
so beans. Sweat, blood and 
tears drench every object.

A small video camera 
projects a blurry slow-mo-
tion clip of a student 
banging his head against 
a chemistry textbook in 
the depths of the Garver 
Room.

In a gallery off to the 
side, there are thick bind-
ers chock-full with the 
Internet history of anony-
mous students during this 
taxing week.  

Recent google searches 
include, but are not lim-
ited to: “Will my parents 
still love me if I drop out 
of high school”, “How to 
learn calculus in one day” 
and “Cheap restaurants 
that deliver near Andover, 
Mass.” 

“This collection of 
works was simply fasci-
nating,” commented mu-
seum curator and highly 
praised art history scholar 
Ms. Juxt A. Position. 

“I think the composi-
tion of the pieces was in-
credibly profound. I saw 
the crushed cups as a nod 
to this generation’s obses-
sion with consumerism. It 
also may refer to the rapid 
change in this digital time. 
For example, like this cup, 

one day you may be per-
fectly normal and the next 
day you will be destroyed.  
Students may wonder if 
their hearts are as dispos-

able as a Starbucks cup –
once filled with delicious 
caramel frappucino, but 
soon drained and empty.” 

The student who con-

tributed the cups, Stu D. 
Hard ’16, elaborated in a 
text to The Phillipian, “I 
just needed something to 
get me through my 3 a.m. 

paper-writing session.” 
The exhibit will be 

open to the public for a 
five-day period at the end 
of May. 

MARGARET BRAGDON

“Look of the Week” breaks the internet.
F.RINGEGAME/THE PHILLIPIAN

Look Of The Week: South East Flaunts Grandad’s Clothes

After hitting the 
snooze button five-too-
many times, South East 
’21 falls out of her bed, 
carefully picking out an 
outfit and buttoning up 
her jacket five-too-many 
times.

East is reported to 
spend at least two hours 
every morning getting 
ready.

Dressed in a velour 
jumpsuit and some house 
slippers, East turns heads 
eastward as she walks 
down the street with her 
secondhand, flannel, ze-
bra, onsie pajamas with 
socks attached.

East doesn’t think she 
has any boundaries when 
it comes to fashion but 
she always incorporates 
her favorite accessories 
(and sandals).

She thinks of her 
glow-in-the-dark Silly 
Bandz and her pink cam-
ouflage bucket hat as her 
“staple accessories.”

“My favorite Silly 
Bandz shapes are the 
crowns! They make me 
feel like a queen!” said 
East.

East has always had 
an interest in fashion; 
she’s been wearing her 
Silly Bandz and bucket 
hat since 2012.  

She’s been keeping 
up with new trends and 
combining them with the 
old ones. The newest ad-
dition to her everyday 
look is “your grandad’s 
clothes, [she] looks in-
credible.”

East’s interest in fash-
ion partially stems from 
her parents, who always 
dress to impress. 

“It’s hard living up 
to their legacy,” admits 
East, “but I think that 
my new ear-enlargement 
surgery will really help 
me fit into the family!” 

Despite her notably 
small ears, East has nev-
ertheless looked stunning 
since her Junior year. 

“I don’t think I’ve ever 

seen her without her hat 
and Birkenstocks!  She 
can make anything look 
trendy and cool” said 
Ivy Red ’20, South East’s 
official frenemy. “John 
Wayne ain’t got nothing 
on her fringe game!” 

East’s outfit selection 
takes effort, but she al-
ways pulls it off effort-
lessly.  

“As my daddy would 
say, I look like a ‘Dev-
il in a New Dress,’ as a 
reminder that ‘I Am a 
God,’” says East.

HARYANI SUMAWIJAYA

D I Y Project: Exam Week Starter Kit

1. Motivation 2. Vigor 3. Comfort Food 

4. Perseverance 5. No Social Life 6. Despair
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Features Participates in Sports

Fax Body Spray
X.EROXOXOX/THE PHILLIPIAN

Captain’s Feature: Varsity Fax
Captain Max von Xe-

rox, as well as the rest 
of Andover’s Varsity Fax 
team, are off to a swift 

start, achieving an out-
standing record of 6-9 
thus far this Faxing sea-
son. 

Clearly, they have only 
begun to showcase their 

prowess within the FE-
NIS League (Faxing En-
chantingly, Nimbly, Inter-
nationally and Sacredly). 

The phenomenon of 
Faxing, the act of trans-

forming a document into 
a digital image and then 
relaying said image over 
a series of telecommuni-
cations, has recently ex-
ploded as the trendiest 

spring sport in New En-
gland. 

Many Faxing fanat-
ics, especially those here 
at Andover, like to call 
themselves “Fax Bros”. 

However, one must 
devote much of their life 
to the ancient Faxing tra-
dition, circa 200 B.P. (Be-
fore Palfrey,) in order to 
boast the title, “Fax Bro”.

This season, Andover’s 
newest Captain plans to 
copy his way to victory. “I 
want to prove Andover’s 
aptitude within the FE-
NIS League, in the name 
of the Faxing Lords,” said 
Captain Xerox. 

As an Upper from 
Fairfax County, Captain 
Max Von Xerox says his 
parents raised him to be a 
professional Faxer. 

“When he came out 
of the womb with a fax 
machine at his side, and 
asked the nurse to fax his 
birth certificate to the 
President, we knew he 
was destined for amazing 
faxing feats!” said his fa-

ther, Hewlett Packard. 
Many of Captain Xe-

rox’s teammates strive to 
fax as quickly and effi-
ciently as he can. 

“His confidence when 
faxing is admirable. I of-
ten try to copy it,” said a 
benchwarmer on Varsity 
Fax. 

Every practice, Cap-
tain Xerox motivates 
his teammates with the 
phrase YOFO (You Only 
Fax Once). 

“I love the adrenaline 
rush I get from faxing,” 
said Captain Xerox, “The 
man-on-machine action is 
liberating.”

Captain Xerox con-
tinues to make a lasting 
impression on all those 
witness to his faxing wiz-
ardry. 

He will be attending 
UFAX next year, with a 
major in faxing and a mi-
nor in printing. 

EMMA ROSZ-KELLEY

Varsity Shade Throwing 
The dark grey shade 

glides out of Aryu Madd’s 
gloved hands, past the 
shamed eyes of Phillips 
Exeter Academy’s specta-
tors, landing just short of 
the 200-Meter line. His 
determination to win was 
evident by the scorn worn 
on his face. 

Madd’s throw finished 
off an undefeated season 
for Varsity Shade Throw-
ing, with wins against St. 
Paul’s, Milton, Hotchkiss 
and, most notably, Exeter. 

Throwing Shade has 
long been the most com-
petitive sport to letter in; 
team members proudly 
wear their glamorous “An-
dover Shade Throwing” 
Varsity jackets, turning 
heads of students filled 
with awe, aspiration, jeal-
ousy, and fear. 

In the 2015 State of 
the Academy, an over-
whelming majority of the 
students (100 percent) 
answered “Yes, but I lack 
swag” to the question, “Do 
you wish you could throw 
shade like the Shade 
Throwing Team?”

The win at the Exeter 
tournament was definite-
ly the result of a rigorous 
training program person-
ally designed by Head 
Coach Massie Bluck. 

Ms. Bluck was not 
available for a face- to- 
face interview but Regina 
Georgetown, a three-year 
Senior who had trans-
ferred from North Shore 
High School, revealed 
that the program included 
many sections, including 
the construction of burn 
books.

“Intimidation is key,” 
says Georgetown, “[The 

coaches] told us to change 
our phone background to 
Rihanna’s resting witch 
face in order to help us de-
velop an accurate expres-
sion fit for the sport.” 

Georgetown also 
mentioned that the team 
warms up every day be-
fore practice by yelling 
at underclassmen and in-
timidating elderly profes-
sors. 

The extent of the Shade 
team’s dedicated practice 
has been felt by every-
one on campus, from the 
unwitting students with 
unbuttoned shirts on the 
lawn to the reclusive cou-
ples practicing their in-
struments in Graves Hall. 

“It doesn’t matter who 
you are,” said Vic Tem. “If 
you pass a member of the 
Varsity Shade team, they 
will throw their shade at 
you, and you’d better hope 

they miss. Which they 
won’t.” 

Although the school 
commends the team for 
its dedication, a complaint 
has been recently filed by 
the Lacrosse Brethren As-
sociation, who practices 
on the adjacent field as the 
Shade Throwing team. 

“Stray shades are al-
ways flying onto our field, 
and many of our [lacrosse] 
sticks have been snapped,” 
complained the main of-
fenseman on the team, 
demonstrating his prow-
ess at taking offense. 

The Shade Throwing 
Team has made no effort 
to combat these accusa-
tions, but instead held an 
emergency practice, in 
which they regained their 
strength by eating gener-
ous servings of Sour Patch 
kids.

JOHN WU

Shade game strong.
S.OURPATCH/THE PHILLIPIAN

Off to a rocky start...
M.USCLES/THE PHILLIPIAN

Athlete of the Week
Lo Quacious ’15

Morning Advanced

Lo Quacious ’15 is a Senior from Far Far Away, and 
due to his incessant nagging, he has been awarded The 
Phillipian’s Athlete of the Week.

 

What exactly is Morning Advanced?

Thanks so much for having me here!!  I’m so glad 
you brought this up, because most people at Andover 
don’t even know what Morning Advanced is.  

It’s an offshoot of the Morning Basics sport option 
and it starts an hour earlier – at 5:30.  

Morning Advanced is targeted at those early risers 
that are just so intense and brave that we don’t mind 
getting censured for leaving the dorm before 6:00 every 
day. 

What are your weaknesses?

I am not afraid to admit that I have many weakness-
es, and that is definitely one of my strengths.  

I know, I know, it’s unusual for an Athlete of the 
Week to be so humble, retiring, and overall so com-
posed and respectable, but I pride myself on these mod-
est attributes.  

Pride can sometimes be misconstrued as a weak-
ness, but in essence it is strength.  Pride and weakness 
are crucial things to learn, and I’ve come to learn them 
through Morning Advanced.  

When I am confronting my weakness, I try to be 
strong, and my strength in these situations of weakness 
is one of my strengths.  

I believe it is possible to be strong and weak at the 
same time – life is a ménage of opposites, just as yin 
and yang and happy and sad may march along the merry 
road of life, hand in hand.  

But like, yeah, I have weaknesses too.   

FEATURES STAFF
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JACK ATTACK 
Jack Says “Farewell!”

Be forewarned: this piece is probably not the most hysterical part of this beautiful Commencement issue that Juju and Emily have worked so valiantly to put 
out.  In fact, this is probably the gooiest and most sentimental part of this entire section.  However, if you know me at all, then you’ll know I am not generally 
a gooey and sentimental being – in fact, I avoid it on principle – but Features deserves all the sticky emotion I can possibly muster.  So brace yourself, and let’s 
begin:

To be totally frank, I find it hard to believe that I’m finally writing this reflection for the Features Section of the 2015 Commencement edition.  Last year, 
when I was writing the Commencement for the Class of 2014, I just didn’t process that I would ever get here.  I think it is fair to say that teenagers understand 
their looming graduation day just about as much as they understand their own mortality – they totally deny it. 

But somehow, by hook or by crook, the Class of 2015 and I powered our way through the long dark tunnel that the Andover experience can so often seem to 
be, working through the long nights, the brutal tests and those infamous two weeks of the “contagion” period in Paresky Commons.  Amazingly, there is a light 
at the end of it, and we have reached it.

But I’ll be totally honest.  I’m not a big fan of this whole “light at the end of the interminably dark tunnel” image because, to further butcher the metaphor, 
that tunnel had excellent ambient lighting all along the way.

To say that the Andover experience was a tunnel would be to insinuate that it was a dark, unpleasant time, when fact, nothing could be further from the 
truth: Andover was great!  While there was definitely plenty of hardship to go around, that hardship stands in bleak contrast to some of the happiest and most 
meaningful experiences I’ve ever had. And while we complain, I would even venture that we are all crazy enough to love the hardship.  Or at least, we definitely 
love commiserating over it.

Anyway, I’m not going to get into all of the great parts of MY Andover experience. No... I can only think of one thing more boring than writing a reflection 
about the golden moments of my time here – and that would be reading said reflection.  So I’m just going to talk about the highlight: Features.

For those of you that don’t know, those who work under Features are the cultural and moral guardians of campus.  We are the kings and queens of the castle, 
the Dalai Llamas; we are the Senators, the Presidents, the O’ Supreme Leaders.  Furthermore, we are generally vain and 
tend to have large egos.  I am an excellent example of such deficiencies in character.  Somehow, my sister and Emily 
seem more modest despite their editorial positions – we’ll see how long that lasts.

But I digress.  So what is Features to the common man?  Well, I would say that the average student around campus 
looks to us to provide laughs and frolic of all sorts.  Our Top 10s are easily the most read part of The Phillipian – studies 
show that 83 percent of The Phillipian’s readers only read the Top 10 exclusively.  The colorful creativity we put on the 
page has no peers – where UTB and the DramaLabs and even “The Loon” (oh wait, that’s a thing?!?!) fail, Features is 
always there to provide much needed laughs.  We are the Lebron James of jubilance, the George Washington of grandi-
osity, the Helen Keller of uncontrollably hysterical laughter.  That last one is definitely not PC.  In fact it doesn’t even 
make sense, but whatever.

But again, I digress.  However, what the everyman doesn’t know is what I consider to be the truly important task of 
Features: to make The Phillipian’s newsroom a tolerable place to spend time in.

In my experience, without Features, the newsroom would be the somber workplace of a bunch of worn out, un-
der-slept, and barely-functioning teenagers with a bad caffeine addiction.  Ughhh.  I shudder to think of it.  Without 
Features, they would click away at their keyboards like a bunch of ants with sharp claws on a piece of bubble wrap, 
running around in their mad rush to write articles, edit pictures and do the odious task of layout.

Enter Features, and the situation changed entirely.  It was like Father Christmas and the Easter bunny just arrived.  
Suddenly, the morgue-ish air became jovial.  The sounds of Lady Gaga and ScHoolboy Q resounded throughout the 
room.  Sometimes, The Lonely Island or Disney showtoons made an appearance, but that was only on special occasions.  
We keep up morale, and more importantly, we keep everyone sane.  I don’t know what they would do without us.  I 
think they would probably lose their minds, along with a ton of readers.

I don’t really know how to conclude, so I guess I’ll just finish by saying straight out that Features is something 
special.  We’re the ones people look to when they need their day brightened, when that test went badly or they just 
got dumped or their roommate got a bad cold and they know that they are inevitably the next to be infected.  But then 
again, if you’ve gotten this far into my little reflection, then you are either my relative or a real Features die hard, and 
you probably already know that. So go you. Thus, with that said, I’ll sadly sign out for the last time.

 
Regards,
-Jack Lane
Features Editor CXXXVII

Hey Jackyboy,
Where do I begin?  Before your crowning as Queen Jack, the empress of our be-

loved Feechurs, you were nothing but the lowly founder of Andover’s premier magic 
club.  Yet all your life, you had been subconsciously developing skills and abilities 
that would profit your future kingdom one-hundredfold. 

 
Such extraordinary talents include:

Knitting
     Airbending

Whistling  Wearing Red Cowboy 
            Boots way before 
         Ted Mosby

 Looking 
steamy in a 
paper bag  Inspiring JK Rowling 
    to write her series
 
 

Rocking the      
bucket hat     Dazing us all with
since ’96   those steel-blue eyes
 
Yet, no talent was as beneficial to this section as your humor.  Your uproarious, farci-

cal and sometimes objectionable remarks have sparked metaphorical wildfires, caused 
hypothetical earthquakes and provoked two very real Associates into “resigning” from 
Features. Your great sense of humor is oft displayed in your choice of attire, and your 
chuckle-inducing wardrobe includes facetious staples like the infamous tweed blazer 
of ’14 and the flamboyant (to say the least) Scottish Driver’s Cap of ’14 – you were clearly 
going for some sort of “new look” in ’14.

Luckily for all the ladies, you manage to rock these peculiar outfits thanks to your 
ahhhhmazing bod… am I right?  Someone certainly thinks so: we received an anony-
mous anecdote from someone with the email address LadyGagaRowerBoii996@gmail.
com:

“Jack is so attractive. When he walks into the room, heads spin and everyone faints, 
but then Jack catches them with his muscular arms. He’s basically the reincarnation of 
Hercules, only hotter.”  You could say that again!

Everyone appreciates how you keep it tight with 36-hour workouts on the Hurgg 
machine and a strict diet of carrots, celery, and… well, that’s basically it. Your ability to 
maintain Varsity crew status (yeah, he’s athletic too! Soooo dreamy) as well as being an 
Editor for the Fellipyun was dubbed “superhuman.” 

(But he’s not just a healthy, hilarious heartthrob, ladies!  Jack is smart too!) You were 
the first-ever Features Editor to actually contribute to a board meeting discussion!!!!  
Most of your predecessors were too busy looking in the Features mirror… luckily, you 
don’t need mirrors because you always look bomb. 

All jokes aside, you’ve taught me everything I know about Features and life. Not sure 
what I’ll do without you.  “I’ll Cry For You” when you’ve gone.  But I guess that’s just 
“The Way I Are.”  Jack, you truly are the “Man of the Year.”

Thanks for being the best.
-Juj

 
Back when I was a young Associate applicant, I was asked to write four lines of 

iambic pentameter describing Jack Lane’s eyes. I came up with:

It is unfortunate Facebook has no

good pictures of Jack’s eyes so that I can

compose a verse about how beautiful

they are but I’m sure they are amazing.

 
Although it is painfully obvious that I am not a poet, it is even more obvious 

that I did not yet then know Jack very well. Had I known him, I would have written 
something along the lines of:

Jack’s eyes light up as he gazes at his wall; his Lady Gaga poster 
(which he better have hung up) reflects in his glassy stare.

Jack’s eyes narrow furiously as he tries to fix the Features byline, which 
is systematically ruining the entire layout.

Jack’s eyes glint with happiness as he eats a total of four carrots 
in the newsroom. 

Jack’s eyes roll as he is asked to decrease the volume of the ScHoolboy Q 
song he is gracing the newsroom with. 

As you can see, I am still a terrible poet, but I am glad to say I have been able to 
get to know Jack better. Thanks so much for everything you’ve done for us, Jack. 
Features won’t be the same without you.

-Emily 
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Number 15

To reminisce about  
my times at Andover, 
I refer to my iPhoto 

library, which is full of hi-
larious videos and pictures of 
wonderful moments at Ando-
ver. I have captured the times 
when my friends and I have 
worn absurd costumes to pub-
lic events, laughed until our 
stomachs hurt in the office of 
Community and Multicultural 
Development (CAMD) during 
free periods and “pop, lock 
and dropped it” in the WPAA 
room before dreadful Mon-
day nights began. These pho-
tos are like the icing to those 
chickpea blondies I tried to 

create in middle school (I 
went through a health food 
phase). If my memory does not 
fail me, I believe that I stuck 
to normal, delicious ingredi-
ents for the topping. In stark 
contrast to the chickpea-based 
bulk of the dessert, the icing 
was sweet and delicious. 

This may sound ridiculous, 
but there are three parallels 
I would like to draw between 
these blondies and my Ando-
ver experience. 

First, those blondies tasted 
terrible. Many parts of many 
Andover experience were 
pretty unpleasant as well. 
In writing this article, I look 
back to the very start of my 
Junior year. I could not have 
been more uncomfortable 
than I was during orientation 
weekend, where I did not 

initially connect with any-
one and ended up being con-
stantly alone. This weekend 
set the precedent for the rest 
of my term and even the year, 
to some extent. I remember 
drowning myself in the ex-
tracurriculars that I thought 
all the best Andover kids did, 
leaving not enough time for 
homework in the evenings. 
I remember the shameful 
feeling of dropping P.E. my 
Junior fall because I was too 
stressed from my daily P.E. 
homework. I remember feel-

ing inferior to every student 
I encountered in the class-
room. I remember crying the 
night I was assigned a lab re-

port in Chemistry (a class I 
dropped a few weeks later) 
because I had no idea what 
a lab report even was. I re-
member my extreme fear of 
sitting alone in Paresky Com-
mons. Some days, I made 
loops throughout the serv-
ing areas as I ate my meal 
while walking. In the spring, 
I spent half of my time listen-
ing to Lana Del Rey in silent 
study (a room that I can bare-
ly breathe in today). 

That was only my Junior 
year. 

Second, just like those 
brownies, I would never wish 
to do it again. 

During that first year, I 
would say I had one major 
breakdown (a few days of 
crying and an overwhelm-
ing feeling of hopelessness) 

per term. These breakdowns 
only became more frequent 
as my time at Andover went 
on. 

Lower year I cried because 
I did not know what it meant 
to be or to have a good friend. 

Upper year I cried because 
I did not know what it meant 
to be a positive mentor for 
others.

Senior year I cried because 
the feeling of inadequacy had 
not left even after four years, 
and I also cried because of 
my shame for feeling like 
I could not appreciate this 
place on most days. 

  “This is the year to bask 
in love and appreciation for 
this place,” I told myself, yet 
I simply could not do it. I am 
ashamed that many days, I 

cannot appreciate this school 
that I am so remarkably priv-
ileged to attend. 

The second I stepped back 
on campus this school year, 
a few days before classes 
even started, I felt trapped. 
I spent the next seven days 
crying non-stop until I reac-
customed myself to the stress 
here. Those were some of 
the scariest days for me be-
cause I knew if I could not 
regain control of my emo-
tions, I would have to push 
myself away from my friends. 
I would be no true friend if 
I only brought my friends 
down. 

About eight months later, 
on this day, I am at a fairly 
cynical point in my Andover 
career. As I watch my peers 
continue to struggle on cam-

pus and not get the help they 
need, I have lost faith in the 
way our institution operates. 
Some of you are probably 
thinking that this is ungrate-
ful of me, and I understand 
that. This school has done 
plenty of good for me and 
thousands of other people, 
and, in one sense, I am grate-
ful for the awareness that 
this school has given me. 
On the other hand, I need a 
scapegoat for my frustrations 
with a world filled with men-
tal illness and other sorrows. 

Lastly, back to the chick-
pea blondies. Although they 
tasted bad, they were proba-
bly relatively healthy for me. 
I’m guessing my experience 
here will probably be the 
same. Although I cannot say 
anything for certain about 

my future, I know that I have 
gained maturity, a more nu-
anced understanding of the 
world, and some incredible 
friends that I will have for 
the rest of my life. 

And for that, thank you, 
Andover – for both the chick-
peas and the icing.

Chickpeas and Icing

Rebecca Somer is a four-year 
Senior from Falls Church, VA., 
and Student Body Co-President.

Although I cannot say 
anything for certain 

about my future, I know 
that I have gained 
maturity, a more 

nuanced understanding 
of the world and some 

incredible friends that I 
will have for the rest of 

my life.

This may sound 
ridiculous, but there are 
three parallels I would 
like to draw between 

these blondies and my 
Andover experience.
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I could not have been 
more uncomfortable than 
I was during orientation 

weekend, where I did 
not initially connect with 

anyone and ended up 
being constantly alone.

During that first year, 
I would say I had one 

major breakdown... These 
breakdowns only became 

more frequent as my 
time at Andover went on.

I am ashamed that many 
days, I cannot appreciate 
this school that I am so 
remarkably privileged to 

attend.

I would be no true friend 
if I only brought my 

friends down.

I have lost faith in the 
way our institution 

operates. Some of you 
may be thinking that this 

is ungrateful of me... I 
need a scapegoat for my 
frustrations with a world 
filled with mental illness 

and other sorrows.



D riving past Cochran 
Chapel, I looked out my 
window to see throngs 

of students wearing tie-dye 
shirts and yelling chants about 
red meat and some other school 
called Exeter. After unpacking 
my things at French House — 
my new home for the next year 
— my roommate Benny Ogando 
and I decided to go explore 
this strange new environment 
in which we found ourselves. 
Walking around campus, I 
could not help but notice the 
confidence that many of these 
students exuded. Deep down, I 
quietly hoped that I would one 
day be as confident as these 
older students.

Leaving home for Andover 
was a choice that I felt was 
necessary to improve my fam-
ily’s situation. The year before 
my Junior year was especially 
difficult: my father lost his 
part-time job as a custodian 
at BlackRock, we struggled 
to pay rent on time, we lived 
from paycheck to paycheck. 
And through it all, I yearned 
for a greater future, but I 
did not know how I would 
achieve that goal. My family’s 
lack of money was always on 
my mind; I needed to prove 
to my parents that there were 
brighter days ahead. Coming 
to Andover was my own jour-
ney. Like Kendrick Lamar, I 
had to run away from home to 
find answers that were bigger 
than my own community. 

Coming here, I was blessed 
to have David Pottle as a house 
counselor to bring me into the 
Andover community. Previous 
encounters with white people 
back in New Jersey had left 
me wary and caused me to 
distrust them as a group, yet 
Dr. Pottle’s friendly manner-
isms and incredible empathy 
allowed me to see the stupid-
ity of judging people by the 

color of their skin. He kindly 
invited everyone in French 
House into his home and told 
us stories about the shenani-
gans he pulled when he was 
a teenager. But Dr. Pottle also 
knew where to draw the line: 
he called me out for bully-
ing, though I had thought I 
was only joking around. He 
showed me that my actions 
were not okay, sending me 
to the Community Conduct 
Council as consequence. 

Although Dr. Pottle was 
rightfully angry at me, he nev-
er stopped reminding me of 
my hidden potential. He en-
couraged me to apply to be a 
Prefect, and in my Junior year 
Counselor Report, Dr. Pottle’s 
predicted the future, proph-

esying that I would one day be 
leading the student body.

And at that moment, I stared 
at that comment. Me, one of 
the future leaders of Andover? 

“Fat chance,” I thought. 
I began to learn more and 

more from the community 
around me as I met “Youth 
From Every Corner.” The An-
dover community opened my 
eyes to new issues and prob-
lems that I had previously ig-
nored. Before coming here, I 
had never met somebody who 
was openly homosexual. But 
my ignorance and slight ho-
mophobia quickly gave way; I 
gained perspective and empa-
thy as I was exposed to groups 
of people different from me.

In the dorm, the Seniors in 
Stearns, who became like my 
older brothers, urged me to 
take risks; because there were 
so many opportunities avail-
able at Andover, I would be an 
idiot if I allowed these chanc-
es to pass me by. 

My greatest metamorphosis 
occurred, however, when I be-

came a Prefect in Draper Cot-
tage. My rash decision making 
and my natural hot-headed-
ness turned to thoughtfulness 
and calmness. But the transi-
tion was not a cakewalk. With 
the fates of eight new students 
in my hands, I promised my-
self that I would not abuse my 
power as an older student, but 
even I had my lapses. Once, 
one of my new Lowers an-
grily accused me of “power-
tripping,” and I realized that 
I did not want to be a tyrant. 
I began to hang out with my 
new Lowers every Wednes-
day night to get to know them 
better. How could I expect my 
prefectees to respect my word 
if I did not even try to get to 
know them? There needed to 
be constant communication to 
ensure mutual trust and ful-
fillment. History 300, English 
300, Kendrick Lamar, J. Cole 
and Tupac all stressed the im-
portance of standing up for 

not only your own rights but 
also for the rights of others. 

And just as I had gotten the 
hang of caring for my eight 
Draper Lowers, Rebecca 
Somer ’15 and I were awarded 
an even bigger responsibility: 
acting as the intermediate be-
tween the faculty and student 
body as Student Body Co-
Presidents. Running on the 
platform “Real Life, Real Peo-
ple,” I was ready to take the 
love and care Andover – and 
Benny and Dr. Pottle and more 
– gave to me and give it back 
to the community. Armed with 
my experience as a Prefect, I 
began to prepare for my big 
job ahead.

The summer before Senior 
year was devoted to learning 
how to be a true leader. Look-
ing for role models, I read 

books like The Autobiogra-
phy of Malcolm X to give me a 
foundation of leadership. Mal-
colm’s words and experience 
empowered me to believe that 
I could change the world and 
taught me the importance of 
openly talking about the is-
sues that people faced. Ap-
plying his teachings, I took 
advantage of the position of 
Co-President to openly talk 
about the grievances that we 
students sometimes feel, and 
the Parietal Forum and School 
Congress on the daily sched-
ule provided an outlet for the 
student voice. 

Most importantly, though, 
I had to act on my beliefs and 
values. Talk is only good for so 
much; action is the next, and 
most significant, step.

I must end by emphasizing 
how grateful I am for every-
thing Andover gave me. Of 
course there were hard mo-
ments, but challenges are just 
part of life. The problems that 
my parents face do not leave 
when I come to Andover – I, 
too, must face them. And it has 
not been easy watching many 
of my close friends leave the 
school, but in the end, though 
our friendships were created 

at Andover, they will contin-
ue long after Andover as well 
— a message that I must also 
extend to all of my fellow Se-
niors.

And Andover is more than 
just an educational institu-
tion; I cannot forget the peo-
ple who compose the Ando-
ver community. With the OPP 
staff, Commons workers, fac-

ulty and students, I had the 
opportunity to be part of a 
community that gave me the 
guidance that I needed as a 
Junior. As a last wish, I hope 
to share every thing I learned 
through this incredibly jour-
ney with younger students, 
so they can end their Senior 
years as fulfilled as I am.
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David Guterriez is a four-year 
Senior from East Windsor, NJ., 
and Student Body Co-President.
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Cultivating Leadership

David Gutierrez
CO-PRESIDENT

Deep down, I quietly 
hoped that I would one 
day be as confident as 
these older students.

Previous encounters 
with white people back 
in New Jersey had left 
me wary and caused 

me to distrust them as 
a group, yet Dr. Pottle’s 
friendly mannerisms 

and incredible empathy 
allowed me to see the 
stupidity of judging 

people by the color of 
their skin.

The Andover community 
opened my eyes to new 

issues and problems that 
I had previously ignored.

In the dorm, the Seniors 
in Stearns, who became 
like my older brothers, 
urged me to take risks; 
because there were so 

many opportunities 
available at Andover, I 
would be an idiot if I 

allowed these chances to 
pass me by.

I must end by 
emphasizing how 
grateful I am for 

everything Andover gave 
me.

The summer before 
Senior year was devoted 
to learning how to be a 

true leader.

Of course there were 
hard moments, but 

challenges are just part 
of life.

I cannot forget the 
people who compose the 

Andover community. With 
the OPP staff, Commons 

workers, faculty and 
students, I had the 

opportunity to be part of 
a community that gave 
me the guidance that I 

needed as a Junior.

As a last wish, I hope 
to share everything I 
learned through this 

incredibly journey with 
younger students, so 

they can end their Senior 
years as fulfilled as I am.
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As Senior year comes to 
a close, I have given a lot of 
thought to my four years at An-
dover and have contemplated 
what is to come. My conclu-
sions are as follows:

10. The things that make 
me the happiest are also the 
ones for which I worked the 
hardest for: Spontaneity is 
fun and exciting, but even the 
most impromptu experiences 
find their roots in something 
that required effort. Working 
to build and maintain strong 
friendships makes the mo-
ments you share with those 
friends – dancing at Gelb in 
cheap clothes from the Ando-
ver Thrift Store, running to 
Holt Hill or Pomps Pond or 
Shawsheen, gorging on Sauce’s 
Burger of the Month, or blast-
ing music and lip syncing in an 

empty Smith Center the last 
night of finals – all the more 
meaningful. Without the im-
mense love and time dedicated 

to those friendships, the im-
provised plans that became the 
most outstanding memories 
could never have existed or 
been as energizing, rejuvenat-
ing or affirming as they were.

9. The adults on this cam-
pus are some of Andover’s 
unsung, yet most important, 
gifts. Andover builds opportu-
nities for unique mentorship 
that many do not find until 
much later in their lives. Living 
away from home has pushed 
me to take initiative in form-
ing bonds with adults. And the 
return on these relationships 
has been exponential. I have 
been lucky enough to interact 
with coaches, teachers, house 
counselors, administrators and 
more while just eating break-
fast in Upper Left and to con-
nect with them on a level be-
yond simple academics. During 
my time here, I’ve known that I 

can trust these adults to share 
in my aspirations and fears, my 
successes and failures. I count 
myself a member of a couple of 
truly special families on cam-
pus, and the love gained from 

these close personal relation-
ships has provided me support 
through some of the best times 
of my life and also through 

some of the worst.
8. Living on such a small 

campus can feel exasperat-
ing at times. In full candid-
ness, I struggled during cer-
tain times at Andover with 
the social antsyness of living 
with all my friends on a fairly 
small campus. I would venture 
a guess that I was not alone in 
this feeling, but I also know 
that I am not alone in saying 
that I figured out how much 
Andover is worth to me. I real-
ized that even some of the most 
seemingly arbitrary rules do in 
fact make sense. With a little 
bit of empathy, I understood 
the good intentions of the peo-
ple responsible for my well-be-
ing. Most importantly, I found 
ways to feel adventurous and 
creative and young while abid-
ing by the Blue Book, adding to 
my self-esteem instead of mak-

ing me feel uncertain about 
myself and my position at An-
dover. To the younger students 
who might read this, car per-

mission is actually way easier 
to get than you might think.

7. At any given time, ev-
eryone should have three 
crushes. If you haven’t heard 
this theory from Mrs. Elliott 
herself, then here is an abbre-
viated version. The first crush 
is that person around whom 
you cannot help but smile. 
The second is the person for 
whom you have romantic in-
clinations. And the third is a 
person you admire from afar 
– and likely end up knowing 
more in your imagination than 
in real life. Here’s the catch: 
If you hear the voice of your 
third crush, then you have to 
pick a new one. At Andover, a 
motivation to turn my number 
three crushes into my num-
ber ones really helped me to 
meet so many new people. The 
“three crush” rule encourages 
us to pay attention to all kinds 
of people in our community. It 
asks us to notice each other, to 

search for positive qualities in 
our friends and companions, 
and to invite new people into 
our spheres at every moment.

6. “Be kind, be kind, be 
kind” was the motto of our 
former Head of School Bar-
bara Landis Chase. Combined 
with the influence of my moth-
er’s “scientific theory” that 
smiling makes one happier, I 
guess I have spent a lot of my 
time at Andover smiling at ev-
eryone. Many of my Andover 
mentors have embodied this 
sunny disposition – specifi-
cally, my Blue Key Sammy and 
her friend Katie, whose kind-
ness and positivity extended 
beyond orientation, through 
Junior year, through all of An-
dover and even into today. As 
an underclassman, I looked up 
to these weathered Andover 
students, and their optimism 
has most definitely rubbed off 
on me. As upperclassmen now, 
we have a responsibility to the 
younger students. I smile so 
much in great part with that 

sense of duty in mind, and with 
Babs’s gentle reminder repeat-
ed: be kind, be kind, be kind.

5. If I haven’t lost my voice, 
I am not cheering my hard-
est. Let’s talk about the 2013 

Andover/Exeter Football 
game: when Andover won 13-
12, we stormed the field and it 
didn’t matter that I had fallen 

on the ground and was on the 
verge of being trampled (shout 
out to Jeff Lee ’16 for picking 
me up) – because we had won. 
Let’s talk about the saves, the 
overtime goals, the spikes, the 
layouts, the connections, the 
cellies. The energy of Big Blue 
sports is electric and has been 
a huge part of my experience 
at the school, as a player, team-
mate and fan alike. Love of 
Andover burns hot and bright 
in the hearts of its athletes, 
and the steely determination 
forged in the heat of that fire 
has more than once made mir-
acles.

4. Silence can be just as 
rejuvenating as socializing. 
Spending time alone is impor-
tant to living independently. 
It’s definitely a personal pref-
erence, and solitude doesn’t 
work for everyone. But in this 

fast-paced and high-intensity 
community, attention to in-
troversion should not go over-
looked. I have found my quiet 

times in the morning. Campus 
is quiet then, and the walk 
from Stowe House passes all of 
Andover’s landmarks: Cochran 
Chapel, the Addison Gallery of 
American Art, the Vista, the Ol-
iver Wendell Holmes Library. 
The places appear even more 
majestic in the early morn-
ing splendor, and I ask myself 
again and again how it can be 
possible that this is my school. 
Sunrises at Andover are just as 
beautiful as the sunsets, and 
there is something reassuring 
about waking up more hopeful 
than you were the night before.

3. As a tour guide and An-
dover promoter, I am al-
ways thinking how best to 
articulate the identity of 
this school. While there is 
no typical Andover student, 
we do share certain qualities: 
undeterred dedication to our 
passions, awareness of a wider 
world, sensitivity to diverse 
ideas and vibrant curiosity. I 

am sure that I could have gone 
to any number of boarding 
schools or schools at home and 
turned out perfectly fine, but 

everyday my love for Andover 
deepens. Our school attracts 
remarkably smart and talent-
ed students from all over the 
world who engage in exten-
sively different facets of An-
dover life. At Andover, we have 
made home, found our voices 
and eased into the familiarity 
of independence that will be 
missed. 

2. We did it. I will see you in 
the circle. I am so proud and so 
excited. 

Ten Lessons Learned 
Tessa Peterson

Tessa Peterson is a four-year 
Senior from Nederland, CO.

a.manos/the phillipian

10. The things that make 
me the happiest are also 

the ones for which I 
worked the hardest...

7. At any given time, 
everyone should have 

three crushes.

6. “Be kind, be kind, 
be kind” was the motto 
of our former Head of 
School Barbara Landis 

Chase.

I will see you in the 
circle. I am so proud and 

so excited.

2. We did it.

9. The adults on this 
campus are some of 

Andover’s unsung, yet 
most important, gifts.

4. Silence can be just 
as rejuvenating as 

socializing.
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A friend once told me 
that I looked the part of 
the ideal Andover stu-

dent. “Come on,” they told me, 
“Blue Key Head, PACE Senior, 
Varsity athlete, musician and 

co-head of multiple clubs too? 
You are a walking billboard for 
this place.” 

I think it was some time in 
my Upper Fall that the first 
cracks appeared in that façade. 
I dropped out of Chem 580, 
quit the associate board of Phi-
lo and told myself I would only 
do those things for which I was 
truly passionate.

I was such a liar.
I averaged about four hours 

of sleep during my Upper 
Winter, including the week-
ends. And what inspired my 
absolutely ridiculous and mas-
ochistic sleeping habits? The 
search for the 6.0. The goal 
of building the resume. Win-
ning, at everything, and in ev-
ery sense of the word. I made 
it into a game. I ignored my 
friends. I neglected my pre-

fectees. I burned bridges and I 
woke up to start working every 
morning at 5am. What does it 
say about me that I remember 
Upper Winter as my happiest 
term at Andover?

I kept on with the game. It 
was starting to seem a little bit 
less fun to live the grind, but 
I kept on living it. When I re-
member Upper Spring, I think 
about walking across hot coals. 
It hurt but I told myself that I 
had put myself here by my own 
choice, and that the glorious 
ends would justify the means.

I wasn’t as good at the game 
as I thought I was. The weight 
was more than I could manage, 
but not so much that I crum-
bled. I was slowly collapsing, 
but I didn’t know. I wrote my 
History 310 paper, from the 

start of research to the printer, 
in eight hours the night before; 
I skipped more homework as-
signments than ever before; 
I told myself to keep my eyes 
on the prize and ignore the 
“extra.” I attributed the cracks 
that kept on appearing in the 
façade to burnout and pushed 

through the mess.
The end depends upon the 

beginning. Finis Origine Pen-
det. Nothing scares me more 
than those words. What if I 
was stupid in the way I lived 
the beginning? What if the 
idea of living the rest of my life 
in this way makes it so that I 
can’t get out of bed? What if I 
don’t want the end to depend 
upon the beginning? What if I 
want to change?

Starting in my Senior Fall, I 
slipped into a deep and debili-
tating depression. I had my fair 
share of mental health strug-
gles before then, but this time 
was the worst yet. And still I 
kept up with the game, kept on 
telling people that I was fine. 
Absolutely A-OK. 

Why am I so inclined to lie?
Sometimes during that term, 

I would stop my early morning 
work at 6am and head out to 
the steps of Sam Phil. I would 
put down whatever assign-
ment I was struggling to com-
plete and just sit in silence on 
the steps and look at campus. I 
knew that in a few hours, these 
empty paths would be filled 
with students pushing them-
selves to the brink. Students 
who knew an Andover that was 
about showing no weaknesses, 
a cannibalistic Andover that 
wasn’t the way the school had 
to be, but the way they them-
selves had made it.

I didn’t deal too well with 
Senior Winter. The depression 
got worse. I could hardly get 
myself out of bed and I started 
to intentionally burn bridges 
with my friends so that people 
wouldn’t try to make me leave 

my room. But the game was 
still going strong, and it was 
out of my control at this point. 
I was more over-committed 
than ever, and less equipped 
than ever to deal with it. I told 
myself to just get to Senior 
Spring, and that if I hung on 
for long enough, things would 
get better. I kept trying to keep 
up the façade, spending more 
energy keeping my mask up 
than anything else. After all, if, 
as my friend said, I was a walk-
ing billboard for the school, 
what did it mean for that bill-
board to be as messed up as I 
felt? 

And now, with Senior Spring 
sunsetting my Andover expe-
rience, I have more questions 
than answers. 

One of them is: am I still a 
liar?

I love Andover. I want to 
make that much clear. I have 
wonderful friends and I am so 
lucky to have had the oppor-
tunity to go to school here. I 
learned so much at PA, and I 
will be eternally grateful for 

everything, both good and bad, 
that I went through in my four 
years. My depression didn’t 
come from Andover, but I did 
live a lifestyle here that made it 

worse. I learned how to climb 
the proverbial ladder, how to 
build the resume, how to play 
the game. For a while, I lived 
my life in a toxic way, even if 
I couldn’t see it then. And that 
reality scares me, because I 
don’t think that’s the life I 
want. In fact, I don’t know if 
that’s a life I can survive.

I guess because this is a Se-
nior Reflection, I should try to 
give some meaning to what I 
have gone through, try to offer 
some lesson so that others can 
avoid learning it the hard way. 
You can make Andover the 
place you want it to be. It will 
never be perfect, but it can be 
a place where you can do what 
you authentically want.

The Lie of Perfection
Kory Stuer

Kory Stuer is a four-year Senior 
from North Chelmsford, Mass.

Y ou see, I love and hate 
Andover more with 
each passing day. I love 

Andover’s overwhelming inten-
sity, brilliance and momentary 
calm. I love hugging friends 
near the cherry tree, talking 
for hours on wet grass, eating 
Sauce in my boxers and shaking 
from coffee after an all-nighter. 

I can’t explain how my stomach 
warms when I think of Senior 
Recitals, the couches in George 
Washington Hall and the Mon-
crieff Cochran Sanctuary in the 
morning. 

But, I also hate Andover vio-
lently. I hate its apathy, cold-
ness and weariness. I want to 
scream at the barrage of blank 
stares I get on the path when I 
look up from my phone. I hate 
the smug, self-satisfaction of 
Upper Left and the frenetic in-
security of Lower Right. I hate 
the lines in Paresky Commons 
on Thursday nights – how 
jaded, disinterested and dead 
everyone looks. The collective 
burnout sits on my shoulders 
like a heavy backpack.  

I really started to feel both 
the love and the hate Upper 
year. Before that, I mostly felt 
the hate. I hated this place 
more than I’ve hated anything 
before or since.  I felt invisible 
and alone and angry. There 
was always something going 
on, and I never seemed to be 
invited. Weekend nights were 
a game of seeing how long I 
could put off the inevitable 
panic attack. I could count on 
the fingers of one hand the 
people I actually liked.

But, I stayed, mainly be-
cause of someone represented 
by one of those fingers. He 
was a friend from my dorm. 

We weren’t friends until a 
few months into Lower year. 
When we first met, I thought 
he was quiet and aloof – how 
wrong I turned out to be.

This kid was anything but 
quiet. He cursed with the ve-

hemence of someone who’s 
truly alive. He grabbed atten-
tion by its throat, flailing it 
around like a dying fish. He 
spoke his mind at all times, 
swinging his wit like a base-
ball bat. He had a knack for 
telling the truth and making 
people laugh at it. His charis-
ma wasn’t quiet and ingratiat-

ing: it was aggressive and in 
your face. He was a breath of 
fresh air.

Our first long conversation 
began when I walked into his 
room, saying, “I really hate 
this school.” Three hours later 
I left feeling more alive than 
I’d felt in years. It’s funny how 
commiserating brings people 
together. 

We quickly became great 
friends. I thought he was the 
most clever person I’d met. 
Over the course of the year, 
we spent countless hours to-
gether. It felt like a decade. 
We went everywhere together 
from dorms, restaurants, lakes 
and even to my brother’s bon-
fire once. Our nightly conver-
sations, which I’m sure kept 
half the dorm up, were the 
best part of my day. We bond-
ed over our shared cynicism, 
similarly aggressive senses of 
humor and general frustration 
with the world. We laughed 
at Louis C.K. for hours and 
discovered that we could be 
wittier than the high school 
stereotypes to which we had 
once comfortably conformed. 
We littered my room with piz-

za boxes, elaborate jokes and 
late night conversation, and 
I’m glad we never bothered to 
clean anything up. 

But mostly, I’m glad that 
we built each other up. He 
was my first friend who chal-

lenged me. He pushed me 
to face my fears, seeming to 
sense them before I did. He 
took my phone to ask out a girl 
for me who he knew I liked as 
his birthday present to me. By 
confronting me, he taught me 
how to stand up for myself. He 
opened up to me, teaching me 

how to listen and how to make 
more friends. 

He was the best friend I’ve 
ever had. 

I often wonder whether I’d 
be better off if I hadn’t come 
to Andover. Some days I say 
“no” more easily than others. 

But, even on the days when 
I wish I never came to this 
confusingly horrible and won-
derful place, I think of our 
friendship. I think of talking 
to him for hours, but, no, this 
memory doesn’t make every-
thing okay. It’s not that sim-
ple: nothing can make every-
thing okay and reconcile some 
of the pain I’ve felt here. And 
this memory certainly doesn’t 
solve the challenges I face – it 
hasn’t written papers, mended 
broken hearts or bridged awk-
ward distances. But somehow, 
it makes it seem worth it.

What more is there to say? 
Preachy, aphoristic reflec-
tions on Andover that con-
dense it to thesis-statement-
sounding “lessons” offend me. 
There is no universal “Ando-
ver experience.”  There are no 
midnight epiphanies or easily 
digested “meanings.” There 
are no neat lessons: there are 
only your memories, in which 
ego and nostalgia blur with 
time. All you can really do is 
share them now while you’re 
still able to. 

Thank you for allowing me 
to do just that.

A Lesson Beyond Words

Tom Burnett

Tom Burnett is a three-year Se-
nior from Bedford, Mass.

I wasn’t as good at the 
game as I thought I was.

I told myself to keep my 
eyes on the prize and 

ignore the “extra.”

I was more over-
committed than ever, and 
less equipped than ever 

to deal with it.

You can make Andover 
the place you want it 
to be. It will never be 

perfect, but it can be a 
place whrere you can do 
what you authentically 

want.

You see, I love and hate 
Andover more with each 

passing day.

I love Andover’s 
overwhelming intensity, 

brilliance and momentary 
calm.

Our nightly 
conversations, which I’m 
sure kept half the dorm 
up, were the best part of 

my day.

Preachy, aphoristic 
reflections on Andover 

that condense it to 
thesis-statement-

sounding “lessons” 
offend me.

a. manos/the phillipian
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When I arrived at An-
dover in the fall of 
2001, I thought that I 

was very well educated. I had at-
tended a prestigious university 
(Go Duke!), traveled extensively 
(including two years in the Peace 
Corps in Colombia and a Fulbright 
Teacher fellowship in Japan), 
obtained two Master’s degrees 
(MPH, MLS) and completed al-
most all of the coursework for a 
third (MBA), served as an elected 
official and raised four children. 

But my first day on the job was on 
September 11, 2001, and within 
moments I realized how much I 
didn’t know.

I didn’t know enough about 
how to transform the culture of 
an organization. I became Di-
rector of the OWHL at a time 
of turmoil. The whole team was 
demoralized after the leave of 
the previous full-time director, 
adversely affecting productivity. 
I was being tested, and I quickly 
learned that it is not enough to 
be a visionary leader if no one is 
following your lead. 

Complicating matters, the 
rise of the digital age introduced 
transformational change in our 
field, necessitating a fundamen-
tal re-imagining of libraries and 
the job descriptions of librarians. 
I entered the field in the midst 
of this change, with full knowl-
edge that the library of the fu-
ture would look nothing like the 
library of the past. But many of 
my team members who had been 
working as librarians for much 
longer reluctantly watched their 
jobs change.

But I had a dream for a new 
and improved OWHL. Together, 
we created a new mission for the 
library. It was clear that a library 
at the heart of Andover’s academ-

ic enterprise could not be “about 
the books” but rather, had to be 
about empowering the creation 
of knowledge. My staff taught me 
that people are both happier and 
more productive when they are 
explicitly appreciated, and know 
that they are doing meaningful 
work. Everyone ended up with a 
significantly revised job descrip-
tion. The Oliver Wendell Holmes 
Library (OWHL) became explic-
itly dedicated to extraordinary 
“customer service.”

I didn’t know enough about 
being a building manager. No one 
told me in library school that the 
roof would leak, the basement 
would flood, expensive new fur-

niture would be destroyed with-
in a year because it had so been 
heavily used by energetic adoles-
cents. Nobody warned me that 
when there were blizzards I’d 
need to commute on snowshoes 
so that the library could be open. 

I was absolutely dedicated to 
making the OWHL a welcoming 
environment, but didn’t antici-
pate the challenges of running 
the second most heavily traf-
ficked building on campus (after 
Paresky Commons).

In the absence of a dedicat-

ed Student Center, the OWHL 
serves as both the academic and 
social hub of the campus. These 
purposes sometimes conflict. 
Some veteran members of the 
community found it hard to ac-
cept that the OWHL could not 
(and should not) be a silent li-
brary. But establishing the right 
balance of spaces for kids need-
ing silent study and spaces for 
those wanting to relax after a 
stressful test has been tricky. 
We haven’t “solved” all of the 
unique challenges of running a 
vibrant program in a building 
designed to be a traditional “old 
school” library. But I am very 
proud of what we have already 

accomplished. We learned how 
to establish a robust teaching 
program without a dedicated 
classroom, and how to expand 
collaboration space by open-
ing up space previously used to 
house materials. We are now ea-
gerly anticipating the next reno-
vation, when the OWHL staff 
can apply all they’ve learned to 
design a building to carry the 
program into the future. I plan 
to come back for the ribbon cut-
ting!

I didn’t know enough about 
how to create and manage a col-
lection in the digital age. I came 
to the OWHL at a time when the 
rapid change in the information 
universe dictated that we build 
a collection for the new ways 
that students would identify and 
use information before it was 
clear what those ways would be. 
These changes happened so fast 
that there was nothing to read 
for guidance, and no experts to 
consult. Complicating our prob-
lem was the fact that electronic 
resources were proliferating, but 
our materials budget was static. 
The OWHL team had many, 
many conversations about for-
mats, access and the preferences 
of Millennials. These conversa-
tions were informed by surveys, 

student focus groups and a thor-
ough review of the emerging 
professional literature. We ad-
opted an entrepreneurial mind 
set and embraced perpetual beta. 
We are still learning.

I didn’t know enough about 
teaching. When I was in library 
school, I also took coursework 
to obtain a teaching certificate. 
I was conversant with the latest 
educational theories, and I had 
worked as a teacher-librarian in 
two public high schools before 
coming to Andover. I had taught 
students and teachers in formal 
classes and professional devel-
opment workshops. I had given 
presentations at national con-

ferences. I knew how to design 
instruction for different learn-
ing styles, and how to engage 
students in constructing knowl-
edge. So I was entirely confident 
in my ability to support my team 
in transforming the OWHL into 

a teaching library.
But nothing I had done pre-

pared me for the fact that at An-
dover, to be an effective teacher 
requires you to be a fellow trav-
eler. No matter how much con-
tent knowledge you have, when 
you enter a classroom here it is 

essential to have the humility to 
realize that you are unlikely to be 
the smartest person in the room. 
I have learned more from all 
the students with whom I have 
had the privilege to work—from 
the eighth graders in my Lower 
School Institute “Dig This” to 
the three generations of Abbot 
Global Scholars that I co-taught 
with Seth Bardo and Diane 
Moore-- than I had ever “taught” 
them. I am proud that the OWHL 
became a true “teaching library” 
during my tenure, but I will nev-
er forget that learning is a con-
versation, and that conversations 
are by nature joint enterprises

I didn’t know enough, period. 

Despite the significant amount 
of time I had spent in formal 
education, and despite the fact 
that I pride myself on being a 
life-long-learner, there is noth-
ing like being a member of this 
community to make a person 
realize that there is so, so much 
more to learn. My time at An-
dover has truly been the most 
significant educational experi-
ence of my life, and for that I am 
deeply grateful. I have learned 
that everyone in an organiza-
tion has a unique skill set and an 
important perspective, and that 
frequent, explicit communica-
tion is essential to building trust. 
And that trust is a prerequisite 
if growth, change and learning 
are to occur. I leave here a bet-
ter manager, teacher, mentor and 
friend than I was when I arrived 
on Academy Hill. And I leave be-
hind a program and a team that 
is fully prepared to continue to 
do great things without me at the 
helm. That, in my opinion, is the 
mark of a successful career.

My Andover Education

Elisabeth Tully was the Direc-
tor of the Oliver Wendell Holmes 
Library and Advisor to the 
Philomathean Society. She retired 
at the end of the school year.

Elisabeth Tully
DIRECTOR OF THE OWHL

A BIG THANK YOU TO OUR 
DEPARTING FACULTY FOR 

YEARS OF HARD WORK!

No matter how much 
content knowledge you 
have, when you enter 
a classroom here it is 
essential to have the 

humility to realize that 
you are unlikely to be the 

smartest person in the 
room.

I have learned that 
everyone in an 

organization has a 
unique skill set and an 
important perspective, 

and that frequent, 
explicit communication 
is essential to building 

trust.

a.lu/the phillipian
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I want to thank Tyler Lian ’16 
and CXXXVIII for inviting me 
to write these reflections in my 
last week advising The Phillip-
ian. It’s been such an honor to 
work for the paper, and what I 
remember most right now are 
the moments of terror.

I remember my very first 
panic vividly. I wasn’t 
even Advisor yet. I had 

just created my Journalism 
elective, and during Parents’ 
Weekend, at the end of class, 
an elegant mother raised her 
hand and said, “May I ask a 
question?” Of course! She 
shimmied out from the little 
desk and stood; she was very 
beautiful and extremely tall.

“I’ve heard a rumor,” she 
said, “that in class, in front of 

the students, including some 
students on the board of The 
Phillipian, you criticize the 
paper.”

Panicking, because in fact I 
did slash the paper to bits ev-
ery week (which seemed like 
such a good idea at the time), I 
tried to be calm and also taller. 
“Well,” I said, “I give it a pret-
ty tough critique every week, 
I admit that. But Paul Sonne 
’03 is in this class, and he’s the 
Editor in Chief, and he invited 
me to do this, in order to make 
the paper better.”

She said, “Well, that’s good 
to hear. Because I’m Paul’s 
mother.”

She was quite gracious 
about the whole thing. And 
Paul was my hero, of course. 
He was also a terrific Editor 
in Chief of The Phillipian, and 
he’s now the Moscow corre-
spondent for the Wall Street 
Journal.

Here are some other terrify-
ing moments for this advisor:

- When a new board takes 
the paper’s reins in late Janu-
ary, and they haven’t entirely 
grasped yet that their stories 
being 100% accurate and veri-
fied is not optional.

- When a Phillipian Editor 
insists that a sentence can’t 
contain libel if it contains 
the words “In my opinion.” 
(Emoticon – Edvard Munch’s 
Scream).

- When Clem Wood ’04, 
who taught me how to advise, 
ended his tenure as Editor 
in Chief. Who would tell me 

what to do? Panic…
But enough about what was 

terrifying. Advising the paper 
has been a thrilling privilege. 

For a dozen years I’ve been 
swaggering around at scho-
lastic journalism conferences 
bragging about it.

 “Oh,” I say to the other ad-
visors. “Do you actually READ 
your kids’ paper before publi-
cation? Oh, wow. Must take a 
lot of time. Good for you. No, 
I don’t, actually. Honestly, I’m 
not kidding. I don’t even nec-
essarily know what the kids 
are working on. Well – I sort 
of resent your tone a tiny bit 
here – but anyway, yes, there’s 
actually quite a lot that I teach 
them, my co-advisor and I; we 
teach them everything we can, 
constantly! And the kids ask 
for advice about specific sto-
ries; in fact, once they’ve been 
in charge for a few months, 
they become very comfortable 
seeking advice. No, they aren’t 
required to follow it. They 
can, but they don’t have to. I 
am 100 percent NOT joking. 

Sure they get pressure to write 
things, or to not write things, 
and they make some mistakes 
– it’s a newspaper! But they 
are brave and also sensitive, 
and they have standards. Yes, 
I know it’s amazing. Sure! I’m 
happy to call your Principal 
or Head of School and explain 
why it’s fine, don’t be afraid, 
the students can do this.”

The Phillipian tradition is 
extraordinary, and so are the 
students who neglect their 
studies and sleep in order to 
carry it on. I’m deeply hon-
ored to have served as Advisor 
and been part of this tradition, 
which is a proud tradition, 
every single bit of it, even in-
cluding the insane bit of hav-
ing a Features section. What 
is that doing in a newspaper? 
I don’t know, but I’ve come to 
love it, as I love so much about 
this paper and the students 
who create it every week. So I 
say farewell to the paper with 
a Top Ten List.

Reflections from the Advisor

Nina Scott is an Instructor in 
English and was the Advisor to 
The Phillipian. She stepped down 
as Advisor at the end of the school 
year. 

Nina Scott
ADVISOR TO THE PHILLIPIAN

AND A BIG THANK YOU TO 
THE PHILLIPIAN’S ADVISOR! 

WE WILL MISS YOU!

t h e  a dv i s o r  p r e s e n t s

TOP TEN
THINGS I LOVE ABOUT 

THE PHILLIPIAN

10) Tom Lyons.

9) Pot Pourri: the first-rate journalists next door.

8) The Harlow family, whose gift a decade ago paid 

for Editors’ trips to journalism conferences and news-

rooms all over the country and 15 tons of vital junk 

food to sustain the Editors on Wednesday nights.

7) The Phillipian Endowment Committee chaired by 

Bob Semple ’54, Tom Rubin ’79 and Gary Lee ’74 and 

the alumni and parents whose generosity created an 

Endowment that will provide free copies of the paper 

to everyone on campus beginning next year and allow 

the editors time and equipment to develop the digital 

paper.

6) My co-advisors Andrew Gully of the Boston Her-

ald, Susan Greenberg of Newsweek and Neil Fater of 

The Andover Townsman and Sharon Kramer, the pa-

per’s Business Advisor.

5) The amazing Phillipian Advisory Board: Susan 

Chira ’76, Greg Zorthian ’71, Rich Eisert ’84, Thomas 

Smyth ’08, George Smith ’83, Julia Zorthian ’11, Max 

Block ’12, Sam Green ’13, Stephen Moreland ’14, Ja-

mie Chen ’15, Chris Hughes ’02, Tom Rubin ’79, Dan 

Schwerin ’00 and the Chairman, Gary Lee ’74.

 

 4) All the Editors I was privileged to work with, 

in News, Sports, Commentary, Arts, Features, Copy, 

Video, Photo, Layout, Cartooning, Online, Business 

and, especially, the Editors in Chief, who fought and 

taught me.

 

3) Gary Lee ’74.

 

2) Barbara Chase’s and John Palfrey’s reaffirming 

Andover’s commitment to The Phillipian’s charter.

 

1) The Phillipian Charter.

Advising the paper has 
been a thrilling privilege. 

The Phillipian tradition 
is extraordinary, and so 

are the students who 
neglect their studies and 
sleep in order to carry it 

on.

“Oh,” I say to the other 
advisors. “Do you actually 

READ your kids’ paper 
before publication?”

For a dozen years I’ve 
been swaggering around 
at scholastic journalism 
conferences bragging 

about it.
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“Why am I at Andover?” This 
is a question I have been asking 
myself at least once a week for the 
past few months I’ve been here. I 
often ponder how my black, public 
school-educated and sarcastic be-
ing was able to maneuver its way 
through the lengthy admissions 
forms and detailed process of se-
lection to wind up at one of the 
best prep schools in the nation. As 
my first year at Andover comes to a 
close, I find myself contemplating 

more and more about my atten-
dance at and acceptance into this 
institution. I did not start my own 
non-profit organization, nor am I 
a linguistic prodigy that is fluent 
in 12 languages, nor am I a skilled 
athlete whose ability on the sports 
fields matches his or her ability in 
the classroom. I did not and do not 
have a “thing.” 

Loosely defined, your “thing” is 
supposed to set you apart from the 
pool of thousands of other eighth 
graders across the world. Your 
“thing” is your passion, talent and 
defining characteristic that places 
you above others. Throughout the 
year, I gradually convinced my-
self that I didn’t have this defining 
characteristic. I felt the desperate 
need to find my “thing.” By not 
yet having this extraordinary tal-
ent, I saw myself as inadequate 

compared to my peers and to the 
expectations of my teachers. I 
assumed that once I found and 
honed my “thing,” life at Andover 
and everything else would easily 
fall into place. I needed to find my 
passion or talent as soon as pos-
sible, or else I would not be good 
enough for the demands of Ando-
ver.

Upon arriving on campus dur-
ing orientation and meeting other 
members of my grade, after the 
standard introduction, I was also 
greeted with the question, “So, 
what are you into?” Normally, I 
would lightly mention my interest 
in music or how I played soccer. 
Once I arrived at Andover, howev-
er, that changed. My peers would 
only mention a sport they played 
if they were to make the Varsity 
team. At Andover, mentioning that 
you had an interest in music was 
irrelevant if you were not planning 
on taking AP Music Theory or did 

not seriously play an instrument 
for at least five years. Not having 
an activity that I was the best at 
made me seem inferior compared 
to my peers. 

I felt as though the number of 

talents or passions was directly 
correlated to my worth or pur-
pose as a student here. Finding my 
“thing” became more than just a 
task; it was a necessity in figuring 
out who I was. For some inexpli-
cable reason, I felt the need to dis-
cover my life passion before the 
end of Junior year. I spent my first 
two terms at Andover stressing 

over where my place was instead 
of taking advantage of the novel 
opportunities offered here. 

I gradually realized, however, 
that having a “thing” was not the 
key to having a successful Ando-
ver career. Throughout my first 
year here, I have come to terms 
with the fact that maybe Andover 
accepted students not because 
they have their entire lives figured 
out, but because they are curious 
students who have yet to discover 
their passions and talents. I like to 
think that Andover selected us to 
help us find our “thing” through 
our own means of self-discovery 
and the vast range of opportuni-
ties the school has to offer. I came 
to the conclusion that my “thing” 
does not have to be an activity or 
subject that I have perfected. My 
“thing” should be something that 
I love and have a great interest in 
and not necessarily something I 
am amazing at. 

Development of a passion or tal-
ent cannot occur in just two terms, 
let alone when I am only 15 years 
old. I realized that neither my first 
year here nor my high school ca-
reer should define who I am for 
the remainder of my lifetime. I 
came to terms with the fact that 
finding my “thing” may take more 
than just one year or even more 
than the entirety of my Andover 
career. Simply because I have not 
perfected my skills in a particular 
subject or activity does not mean 
I will never find something that I 
am good at. 

As the school year concludes, 
I have accepted that I have not 
found my “thing.” I am not even 
sure if I will find it by the end of 

my Andover career. My Junior 
year has allowed me to realize 
that self-discovery comes with 
time and experience, not through 
force. So far, Andover has taught 
me to go beyond my comfort zone 
and use my time here to discover 
new interests. I, and all of us here, 
should be excited to see what oth-
er lessons are waiting in the future.

Finding that “Thing”
Emily Ndiokho

Emily Ndiokho is a Junior from 
Allen, TX.

Every year on the first day of 
school, my parents set 
me up against the same 

wall in our yellow kitchen, 
make me smile broadly and 
snap a photograph. If you were 
to look at the photos now, you 
would see me age, observe the 
style change from white tights 
and plaid skirts to name brand 
T-shirts and Converse. The 
years are obviously different 
from one another – the top 
of my head slowly inching up 
the wall, jumping about half a 
foot between fourth and fifth 
grade. The day my parents 

dropped me off at Andover for 
the first time, my father and 
I took the “first day of ninth 
grade” photograph before the 
crack of dawn. Our car was 
already filled with all of my 
things, and looking around the 
kitchen with my back against 
the wall, I noticed all the plac-
es where I had once been that 
were now empty. My bracelets 
weren’t collected in bowls on 
the countertop, earrings not 
hung annoyingly on the rim of 
the lamps. None of my books 
sat in a pile on the table. All of 
my shoes had been moved from 
the basket by the door into a 
box in the car. The tangible 
parts of me had been pulled 
together, folded and taped up, 
readied for transport. Yet there 
we were, the only two things 
still present, pretending every-
thing was the same, taking the 
same photograph we had been 
taking for ten years. 

There is no photograph 
from this year. Eager to move 
into my dorm, see my friends, 

start my Lower year, I moved 
fast to get us out of the house 
that morning, and the moment 
for taking a picture was lost in 
my rush. So much has changed 
that it barely feels like a loss 
that there is no evidence of my 

first day of tenth grade. Now, 
almost halfway done with An-
dover, the girl who posed with 
her new sneakers and new 
backpacks wouldn’t recognize 
the girl who forgets tradition in 
pursuit of leaving home. This is 
the thing about Andover; to be 
present here, we must give up 
the parts of ourselves that once 
felt so very important. We re-
move our shoes from the door-
steps of our houses, make our 

beds knowing we may not be 
home for months, plant flow-
ers along our front walkways 
that we will not watch bloom. 
We forsake the past for our fu-
tures, leave our old traditions 
for new ones. It is both a won-
derful and tragic phenomenon. 
In two years, so much has been 
lost and so much gained. 

The spaces between people 
grow quickly. I have discovered 
that once you leave home, you 
don’t really ever get to go back. 
The first two years of Andover 
have been a lot about losing 
things: losing the friends I’d 
had my entire life, losing the 
community that I had thrived 
in. Even when I do get to go 
home, my friends, like I, have 
become different people. We 
have all grown up – it’s just 
that I have been growing up 
here, and they have been there. 
The photographs we take with 
our wrap-around arms and 
synthetic smiles just don’t look 
as happy as they used to, when 
our futures included each oth-
er as more than once-a-term 
weekends and when-it-feels-
right texts asking about classes 
and boys. When I see these 
new pictures, notice the way 

our bodies don’t fit together 
quite right anymore, I am over-
come by a sense of sadness that 
can only be described as grief 
for a lost home I didn’t even re-
alize I had. You can’t go home 

again once you come to Ando-
ver. The house you and your 
friends built out of each other 
doesn’t stand upright anymore. 
The photographs you prom-
ised you’d keep forever are the 
only evidence that something 
was meant to last forever. 

But there are new pictures 
now. Friends perched on the 
concrete walls of the stadi-

um, all decked out in Big Blue 
scarves and beads and face-
paint, like something out of 
a brochure. New friends who 
know that you’re failing chem-
istry, that you hooked up with 
that guy, that you only drink 
caffeinated tea at night. The 
first two years of Andover are 
a lot about losing, but they’re 
more about gaining: gaining 
new people to fill your pho-
tographs with, discovering 
new places to leave the tan-
gible parts of yourself. They’re 
about adapting and realizing 
that even though the spaces 
between people grow quickly, 
as the space on one side ex-
pands, you get pushed further 
into new people. New room-

mates, classmates and teachers 
become the foundation of your 
new home. At some point, the 
sad part is not when you look 
around your childhood kitchen 
and realize that your jewelry 
is all packed, but rather when 
you strip your bed at school 
and head home for a summer 
away from all your friends, 
from the place where you have 
come to belong. Reflecting at 
the end of these two years, I 
have realized the gains have 
far outweighed the losses. The 
new photographs, the ones 
physically taken and the ones 
blinked permanently into my 
brain are technicolor and bold 
and so, so perfect. For the first 
time, I do not need to see the 
photographs from against the 
kitchen wall to understand 
that I really am growing up. 
Now, I can see it for myself. 

Photographs: Old and New
Chaya Holch

Chaya Holch is a two-year 
Lower from Brattleboro, VT.

I find myself 
conemplating more 
and more about my 
attendance at and 

acceptance into this 
institution.

I came to the conclusion 
that my “thing” does not 
have to be an activity or 
subject that I perfected.

Simply because I have 
not perfected my skills 

in a particular subject or 
activity does not mean I 

will never find something 
that I am good at.

This is the thing about 
Andover; to be present 

here, we must give 
up parts of ourselves 
that once felt so very 

important.

The photographs you 
promised you’d keep 
forever are the only 

evidence that something 
was meant to last forever.

The first two years of 
Andover are a lot about 
losing, but they’re more 
about gaining: gaining 
new people to fill your 

photographs with, 
discovering new places to 
leave the tangible parts 

of yourself.

For the first time, I do 
not need to see the 

photographs from against 
the kitchen wall to 

understand that I really 
am growing up.

a.cross/the phillipian

e.shin/the phillipian



One night toward the 
end of my Junior Fall, 
a girl in my dorm wan-

dered into my room and asked if 
anybody would want to take her 
spot as a Sports writer for The 
Phillipian. Of the group of us 
clustered on the floor, nobody 
paid her much attention, merely 
returning to a conversation that 
I can no longer remember. But as 
the girl turned to leave, I found 
myself shrugging and calling af-
ter her, “Sure. Why not?” 

I often look back on that mo-
ment to try and remember as 
to why I said yes. I have never 
been particularly spontaneous; 
I tend to stick to my comfort 
zone. My knowledge of sports 
at that point in my life was 
limited to my father’s nostal-
gic accounts of his glory days 
playing high school tennis, and 
I knew even less about journal-
ism. I had absolutely no reason 
to volunteer, but I did. And 
that moment changed my life 
entirely.  

It feels like The Phillipian 
shaped every aspect of my life 
here, for better or for worse. 
Coming from a public school 
in China, where academics 
consumed my every waking 
second, I found a strange thrill 
in investing my time in some-
thing other than books and 
tests. In classes, I found my-
self working harder and being 
more productive and proactive 
so I would have time to work 
on articles and make dead-
lines. Through my interviews 
with various athletes, I caught 
a glimpse into a world of dedi-
cation, passion and competi-
tion I had never experienced.

But more importantly, it was 
the people that The Phillipian 
brought together, people from 
various corners of campus, 
that shaped my Andover expe-
rience. Even though The Phil-
lipian strained my relation-
ship with my best friend and 
roommate at times, it also ul-
timately made our friendship 
that much stronger. The Philli-
pian brought me so close to the 
other members of our Upper 
Management that we started 
to finish each other’s sen-
tences and communicate with 

only a glance. The Phillipian 
introduced me to the boy with 
whom I would spend the next 
three years. A special bond in-

evitably forms when you spend 
four nights per week together, 
attempting to construct an 
accurate, thoughtful, beauti-

ful newspaper while juggling 
tests, sports and personal re-
lationships. During the Tues-
day night dance parties, the 
heated arguments over what 
to publish, the rush to make 
Thursday deadlines, you get to 
see the good, the bad, the ugly, 
the scary, the fun and the cra-
zy. Sometimes that makes you 
closer; sometimes it drives you 
apart. I made my best friends 
in that dusty little room in the 
basement of Morse Hall.

That’s why it terrifies me 
that The Phillipian, such an in-
fluential part of my life, seem-
ingly dropped into my lap in a 
stroke of luck. What if a spot 
hadn’t opened up in Sports? 
What if the girl hadn’t walked 
into my room that night? What 
if I hadn’t said “yes” in that 

moment of irrationality, spon-
taneity and maybe bravery? 

I like to think that after four 
years at Andover, I am more 

confident, more self-assured 
and stronger. I hope that I am 
more prepared for the world 
outside of my room, Paresky 

Commons and the basement 
of Morse. Yet, as the dusk of 
my life here encroaches, a life 
that took four years to become 
established, comfortable and 
content, and I have to think 
about the future, I can’t help 
the whisper of uncertainty in 
the back of my head. I can’t 
shake the nagging suggestion 
of an utterly unpredictable, 
illogical and random world 
in which I could lose myself 
just as easily as I found myself 
here. Andover has taught me 
to want to control all aspects 
of my life, to excel academi-
cally and in extracurricular ac-
tivities, to be put together. But 
how can I reconcile my desire 
to dictate my life when one of 
the best things that happened 
to me at Andover happened on 
a whim?

I could easily just tell myself 
to continue to try new things, 
to push myself and to be brave 
next year. But I have also come 
to understand that maybe, just 
maybe, some things are out 
of my control. The rational, 
Andover-trained, atheist critic 
inside me scoffs at the idea of 
fate, like some hocus-pocus, 
nonsensical magic trick. It is 
difficult for me to believe in the 
idea of something other than 
individual choice dictating the 
future. I want to believe that I 
have total control over my life; 
I want to believe in merit and 
action. All the time I have spent 
in the basement of the Cochran 
Chapel has taught me that the 
principles of ethics, morality 
and leading a worthwhile life 
depend on a rational human’s 
ability to make choices. 

Perhaps I am being naïve, 
desperately trying to reassure 
myself as I stand on the preci-
pice of significant changes in 
my life, but my time at Andover 
has also shown me that maybe 
there is some kind of order 
among the inevitable chaos, 
something that explains the 
fractals in romanesco, the spe-
cial friendships we make or the 
strokes of luck that change our 
lives forever. Maybe it’s okay 
to relinquish control. Maybe 
it’s okay to take it as it comes, 
and let it go.
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Let It Go

Jamie Chen is a four-year Se-
nior from Shanghai, China, and 
Editor in Chief of The Phillipian, 
vol. CXXXVII.

Jamie Chen
EDITOR IN CHIEF CXXXVII
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My status as first 
born child has always 
lent me a degree of in-

dependence and a good deal of 
comfort at home. Coming to Ando-
ver was very disorienting. I spent 
my first week not knowing what 
to do with syllabi and grossly un-
prepared for all discussion-based 
courses. I felt very detached, and 
I longed desperately for a purpose 
to my Andover career. During that 
first week, my grandfather passed 
away, and I flew home over the 
weekend for his funeral. It was my 
first in a series of relatively quick 
exposures to the military, and from 
it, I returned to Andover feeling 
far more grounded. I saw how by 
participating in something much 
larger than himself, my grand-
father had given his life so much 
more significance. He proved the 
value of lending effort to team 
success, that one can maintain in-
dividuality and responsibility but 
still accomplish so much more as 
part of a team.  

In just a week I had gone from 
the independent first born to 
the separate child – the one who 
wasn’t with the rest of them. 
I remember feeling desperate 
to belong while struck by the 
solemn majesty of the military 

cemetery in which my grandfa-
ther was buried. I was in awe of 
the riflemen who moved as one 
to perform the salute over his 
grave and the perfect uniformity 
of the endless white tombstones 
that looked from every angle as 
though standing at respectful 
attention. There were two mo-
ments that stuck out most. First, 
I noted my grandfather was bur-
ied in his navy hat. Second, I ob-
served the pride with which my 
father held his salute when the 

bugler played taps and the rest 
of us non-veterans placed our 
hands over our hearts. My father, 
my grandfather, the riflemen, 
the graves – they all belonged to 
something immense and impor-
tant, and yet none of them were 
held back by being part of it. 
They didn’t rely on one another 
merely for comfort; what bond-
ed them was that they strived 
and pushed for a common ex-

cellence. I watched my grandfa-
ther’s casket lowering into the 
ground, and I promised him in 
spirit that I also would one day 
take my place among the ranks 
in which he served. 

When I returned to Andover 
and went about figuring out the 
sort of student I wanted to be, I 
maintained that this team effort 
for greatness was the highest 
form of success. I saw the pride 
my Proctor took in playing her 
part at The Phillipian and de-
cided I would too. The newspa-
per was different, because their 
uniformity was redundancy. 
Every member needed to add 
something unique – everyone 
needed to find a way to be neces-
sary. I was still too embarrassed 
to write for my brilliant, formi-
dable Proctor, Maia Hirschler.  
I had learned in Palo Alto that 
every company needed a way 
online and so that would be my 
contribution. 

The paper was intensely de-
manding. Each issue came at 
a cost; we paid for it with lost 
sleep, stress and conflict. And the 
harder we pushed each other, 
the more we were each a part of 
the struggle and the greater we 
each individually became. 

At the end of my Upper year, 
I went to spend a week at the 
United States Naval Academy. I 
worked plenty on coursework, 
fitness training and general mili-

tary discipline, but the most im-
portant things I learned were 
about leadership – that the suc-
cessful leader doesn’t lead ex-
clusively from the front but from 
within – that the best thing a 
leader can be is a model team-
mate. 

When I came back for Senior 
year, I finally felt that my Ando-
ver career was becoming a suc-
cess – that I was playing my part 
in common pursuit for higher 
excellence. I felt this way as a 
student in general, a dorm mate 

and most especially at the news-
paper. I knew my place. The aca-
demic program that had once 
seemed so foreign made perfect 
sense. The dorm which had once 
seemed so big had become my 
home away from home. It was 
in the depths of the Morse Hall 
basement that I reaffirmed my 
ambition from my first days as an 
Andover student. The newsroom 
proved with certainty that the 

highest form of accomplishment 
comes from a highly motivated, 
overburdened, tired, inspired, 
united team. 

Unwilling to let that sort of 
fulfillment go, I sat at the news 
computer the Saturday morn-
ing before turnover and sub-
mitted my ROTC applications. 
Several months later, after the 
buzz around turnover had qui-
eted, and we retired members 
of CXXXVII had settled back 
more or less into our respective 
comfort zones, I learned that my 
applications had been accepted 
– that soon I’ll be able to strive 
for that same communal gratifi-
cation I enjoyed at The Phillipian 
within another storied and ven-
erable institution. 

The Phillipian absolutely was 
my dream come true, and pass-
ing my role within it along to 
someone else was heartbreaking. 
I realized, however, that for all of 
the pride and all of the purpose 
the paper had given me, it also 
provided me something more 
meaningful – the skills and the 
sense to seek out the opportunity 
to immerse myself in similarly 
enriching and fulfilling teams for 
a lifetime to come. 

Fighting Together

Eleanor Blum is a three-year 
Senior from Edina, MN., and is a 
Chief Operating Officer for The 
Phillipian, vol. CXXXVII.

Eleanor Blum
CHIEF OPERATING
OFFICER CXXXVII

I had absolutely no 
reason to volunteer, but 
I did. And that moment 

changed my life entirely.

But my time at Andover 
has also shown me that 

maybe there is some 
kind of order among the 
inevitable chaos... Maybe 

it’s okay to relinquish 
control.

They didn’t rely on 
one another merely for 
comfort; what bonded 

them was that they 
strived and pushed for a 

common excellence.

I maintained that this 
team effort for greatness 
was the highest form of 

success.

L.LUO/THE PHILLIPIAN
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Attempting to make 
sense of my time at An-
dover is like shaking a 

snow globe. One minute the 
view is clear and transparent. 
The next, there is a cloud of 

chaos followed by a flurry of 
memories.

At first glance, not much 
has changed since I arrived on 
campus four years ago. I still 
wear the same periwinkle-blue 
shorts that I wore when I first 
moved into Nathan Hale in the 
sweltering September heat of 
2011. I had chosen them as the 
perfect first day outfit because 
they were cute, but not enough 
to make me stand out. I remem-
ber lying in my bed in Upper 
East the first night away from 
home under my blue polka-
dotted duvet, the fan drowning 
out my quiet whimpers. When 
I hung up the phone with Mum 
I made a pact with myself: sur-
viving Andover was my first 
goal. My second goal was to 
thrive.

With an older sister who had 
just graduated and the wisdom 
she passed on to me, I had a 

leg up in both surviving and 
thriving at Andover. My Junior 
year at the Club Rally I walked 
straight up to the Azure sign. 
When I got a 73 on my first 
Biology 100 test, I knew that 
wasn’t good enough. During 
my Lower year I composed an 
email to the News Editors of 
CXXXV asking to write for The 
Phillipian. And so I followed 
a path that I laid carefully 
for myself, across the muddy 
knoll, down the black rubber 
staircase of Morse Hall, past 
the looming Memorial Bell 
Tower. You could say my des-
tination was leadership, maybe 
influence, or maybe to find 
that intangible Andover suc-
cess that every Junior craves.

With the Andover chapter - 
or novel - coming to a close, I 
am left to reflect on whether 
I did indeed complete the An-
dover fairytale. I had so much 

drive and direction when I ar-
rived on Andover Hill. Every 
move was calculated. Now I 
find that I have no idea what 
I want to be, let alone what I 
want to study in college. How 
is it that I am leaving Ando-
ver with more questions than 

when I arrived?  Without a 
destination, where do I go 
now?

At this stage I can’t answer 
that question. But at Andover 
I have learned that the des-
tination isn’t what matters. 
Wherever I do go, or whether 
I am just enjoying the ride, I 
have learned and experienced 
things at Andover that I will 
carry with me forever. 

I will not forget my year be-
low ground in the basement 
of Morse Hall, in The Phillip-
ian’s newsroom arguing and 
re-arguing until my eyes and 
throat were raw and red and 
sore, collapsing on the black 
dusty couch on a Thursday 
afternoon, laughing until my 
stomach hurt during Tuesday 
night covenant, and caring al-
most too much. I learned how 
to make a newspaper, how the 
written word has incredible 
power, how a lack of censor-
ship is a rare and beautiful 
thing. I learned to pick my 
battles, that Features is a head-
ache-and-a-half, that I can 
become friends with anyone, 
that working together is an in-
valuable experience, and that 
sometimes I am wrong.

I will not forget the limita-
tions I encountered, in the 
basement and above ground. 
I learned that sometimes you 
can’t fix broken hearts and 
broken souls, that sometimes 
adults are the enemy, that 
sometimes believing in some-
thing isn’t enough and that 
sometimes you just have to ask 
for help.

I will not forget the still mo-
ments. From the top of the sta-
dium, in the dark nook to the 
right of Samuel Phillips Hall 
where the light doesn’t shine, 
in the heavy silence of 1 a.m. 
covenant walks, I learned the 
power of reflection. Look-
ing up at the columns at the 

top of the Addison Gallery of 
American Art steps, I noticed 
how little yesterday’s biol-
ogy test matters compared to 
the sweeping Great Lawn and 
the floating constellations. I 
learned how to find meaning 
in simply sitting next to some-
one and experiencing life side 
by side.

I will not forget the mo-
ments of glory: fetching the 
published newspaper early 
enough to grab dinner, the 
warm lights backstage in Tang 
Theatre, surviving overtime as 
the goalie for JV Puck against 
Exeter, or the echoing thunder 
of applause at all 16 Grasshop-
per Nights. I have learned the 
value of recognizing others’ 
achievements. That a little 
compliment can go a long way. 
That the talent at this school is 
immeasurable.

I will not forget the searing 

anger of knowing that as a girl 
I am “aggressive” while a boy  
is “strong.” I have learned that 
I am a proud feminist. Andover 
has taught me to question ideas 
and the status quo, that images 
can hurt people just as much 
as words, that I am privileged. 

I have learned the power of so-
cial media, the importance of 
identity and that the world is 
an awfully scary place.

But Andover is not. I have 
learned to navigate it’s paths 
and vistas, it’s snowbanks and 
lawns. Although I still wear 
my periwinkle shorts and 
sleep under a blue polka-dot-

ted duvet, although I have not 
changed on the outside, Ando-
ver has helped me grow expo-
nentially in mind.

During this transition period 
of Senior Spring I have discov-
ered the value of balance. I’ve 
learned it’s okay not to have 
a direction. It’s okay to spend 
some mornings in the library, 
some afternoons lawning and 
some evenings chatting in a 
circle around Indian take-out. 
It’s okay to walk up the steps 
of the Morse basement, down 
past Samaritan House, and up 
the vista. It’s okay to stop and 
smell the flowers.

Stop and Smell the Flowers

Phoebe Gould is a four-year Se-
nior from South Hamilton, Mass., 
and is a Managing Editor for The 
Phillipian, vol. CXXXVII.

Phoebe Gould
MANAGING EDITOR CXXXVII

I learned how to make 
a newspaper, how 

the written word has 
incredible power, how a 
lack of censorship is a 

rare and beautiful thing.

When I hung up the 
phone with Mum I made 

a pact with myself: 
surviving Andover was 

my first goal. My second 
goal was to thrive.

Now I find that I have no 
idea what I want to be, 
let alone what I want to 

study in college. How is it 
that I am leaving Andover 
with more quetions than 

when I arrived?

I’ve learned it’s okay not 
to have a direction.

a. manos/the phillipian
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Writing this article 
has been one of my 
greatest challenges,  

because it is nearly impossible 
to describe the best and worst 
times of my life in 800 words. I 
find myself stumped, 17 days af-
ter the initial deadline (the Edi-
tors, once “my Associates” have 
been generous to their “colossal 
wreck” of a mentor). How, I have 
wondered, do I capture not just 
three years of a life lived, but 
also track the prozress of how 
that life was so fundamentally 
changed? Because for better or 
worse, Andover changes you.

“It was the best of times, it 
was the worst of times.” Did 
Dickens write that about 18th 
century Europe or 21st century 
Andover? My Andover experi-
ence is pockmarked with mo-
ments of complete and utter 
hopelessness, shame and sor-
row, but it also rings with the 
echoes of my laughter, and I 
recall certain moments with a 
sense of almost perfect bliss.

In a Commencement article 
exactly two years ago, I at-
tempted to define the “Ando-
ver experience” as I had come 
to know it after a year. “The 
essence of ” this experience, I 
wrote, was “taking advantage” 
of the “exchange” that results 
from living and working along-
side “unique individuals with 
diverse, and sometimes even 
revolutionary ideas.” The ad-
vice I gave myself and to my 
readers was to “take the op-
portunities given to you” and 
to “live your life in the pres-
ent.”

What I did not realize then 
was that my Andover experi-
ence would not, in the end, 
turn out remotely similar to 
anything I could have expected 
or wanted. And I am so much 
the better for it. In fact, three 
moments are crystallized in my 
mind not only as defining An-
dover, but as having shaped me 
significantly, moments that, 
had I anticipated them in any 
way, are moments from which 
I most likely would have run.

The first: While I had man-

aged to successfully hide it 
from those around me at Ando-

ver, and even from myself for 
a time, it became exceedingly 
clear to my parents that I was 
battling against mental illness 
and losing. Being mentally ill 
had come to impact my ev-
eryday life. Winter Break was 
filled with visits to the psy-
chiatrist, until I was diagnosed 
with Generalized Anxiety Dis-
order and Obsessive Compul-

sive Disorder (OCD), which I 
wrote about in an article in The 
Phillipian shortly after CXXX-
VII turned over.

I had always known the less 

pleasant elements of my self-
proclaimed “weirdness” would 
catch up with me one day, but 
in the end, I was surprised to 
find myself glad that someone 
had recognized the problem. I 
had feared I would be “called 
out” for silly behaviors and 
social anxiety and academic 
difficulties, but instead I was 
given tools to begin to heal. I 
would be lying if I said I didn’t 
still struggle with mental ill-
ness, and with OCD in partic-
ular, but it is something with 
which I have come to terms. 
It is in me, maybe forever, for 
better or worse, but it doesn’t 
have to define me.

The second: I would also be 
lying if I said receiving that 
diagnosis was rock bottom for 
my self-esteem or my flag-
ging emotional health. No, I 
still had a ways to go. In early 
February, I found out that I 
would not be, as I had formerly 
hoped, the Editor in Chief of 
The Phillipian, vol. CXXXVII. 
This was, at first, was deeply 
upsetting for me.

Prior to that point, I had 
considered myself “the best” – 
I had great grades, participat-
ed in many extracurriculars, 
didn’t sleep a lot and consid-
ered myself generally smarter 
than most people. In retro-
spect, I was merely narcissis-
tic.

Not getting the position, 
though, ended up being one of 
the best things that ever hap-
pened to me for many differ-
ent reasons, but particularly 
because it made me reevaluate 
my priorities. I began to ques-
tion why I was so upset and 
discovered that I wanted to be 
EIC not because I loved The 
Phillipian – a love that had, in 
fact, a far more constructive 
outlet in my position as Com-
mentary Editor – but because 
I wanted to be a person of in-
terest on campus. I wanted to 
be popular. I wanted to be fa-
mous. I wanted everyone to 
know my name. That was why 
I had wanted to be “best” all 
along – I had convinced myself 
that the most important thing 
was being known, and the way 
to go about being known was 
to be the best.

But suddenly I wasn’t the 

best, and therefore couldn’t 
be known, or popular or liked. 
And furthermore, my com-
petitiveness in the newsroom 
prior to that point had ensured 
that while I was known, I was 
certainly neither popular nor 
liked. What began as a quest to 
regain the respect of my peers 
in the newsroom – in particu-
lar, the other Commentary Ed-
itors Meera Patel ’15 and Grace 
Tully ’15, my horcruxes, and to 
whom I owe a lot more than 
this appositive can contain – 
was a journey whose conclu-
sion was a completely healthi-
er understanding of myself and 
my life and a new appreciation 
for my friends and peers.

And then the third thing that 
happened was that I turned 
out to be pretty queer. This ap-
parently surprised few people 
beyond myself, but I can tell 
you I was greatly shocked by 
the revelation.

It happened because one 
night, sitting in The Phillip-
ian newsroom, I casually men-
tioned to Grace Tully that a 
girl in one of my classes was 
particularly sexy. And to my 
surprise, Grace agreed. And 
in that moment, I swear I was 
infinite. No, just kidding. But 
suddenly, it all made so much 
sense. So much repressed and 
confused and anguished desire 
suddenly made so much sense. 
Love didn’t seem so tragic and 
unattainable anymore, because 
suddenly it was very real.

And the best part of it was 

how my friends not only sup-
ported me, but celebrated 
me. I even had an impromp-
tu “coming out” party in the 
then-overheated newsroom, 
complete with stale cake and 
a lot of dancing on chairs and 
tables.

Andover was a lot of things 
to me, including suicidal 
thoughts, hours-long crying 
fits and psychiatric medica-
tions. But it was also silly and 
brilliant and transformative.

So I think I know what the 
Andover experience is, but 
why is it so? Boarding school 
is a special place where we 
have the mentality and wishes 
of children, the complex emo-
tions of adolescents, and the 
social opportunities of young 
adults all at once. It is a lot of 
growing that happens in close 
quarters and late at night, a 
unique growing experience 
that most other kids don’t get 
to have.

And now I’ve officially had 
the Andover experience, and I 
eagerly rush on to the experi-
ence that is the rest of my life.

For Better or Worse

Lily Grossbard
COMMENTARY EDITOR CXXXVII

My Andover experience 
is pockmarked with 

moments of complete 
and utter hopelessness, 
shame and sorrow, but 
it also rings with the 

echoes of my laughter, 
and I recall certain 

moments with a sense of 
almost perfect bliss.

The first: While I had 
managed to successfully 

hide it from those around 
me at Andover, and even 
from myself for a time, it 
became exceedingly clear 
to my parents that I was 
battling against mental 

illness and losing.

I wanted to be famous. 
I wanted everyone to 

know my name. That was 
why I had wanted to be 
“best” all along – I had 
convinced myself that 

the most important thing 
was being known, and 

the way to go about being 
known was to be the best.

And the best part of it 
was how my friends not 
only supported me, but 

celebrated me. I even had 
an impromptu “coming 
out” party in the then-
overheated newsroom, 

complete with stale cake 
and a lot of dancing on 

chairs and tables.

a. lu/the phillipian

Lily Grossbard is a three-year 
Senior from New York, NY., and 
is a Commentary Editor for The 
Phillipian, vol. CXXXVII.



D4 COMMENTARY T h e  P h i l l i p i a n Sunday, June 7, 2015

When I arrived at 
Andover, I was ex-
cited and ambitious. 

I was introverted and earnest. 
In addition, I was a woefully un-
derprepared public school stu-
dent from two towns away, who 
had applied to Andover out of 
curiosity and received an accep-
tance letter with utter surprise. 
In my first English class in Bul-
finch Hall, a student used the 
word “ambiguous.” I had no idea 
what that meant. It thrilled me, 
though: I had so much to learn 
and so much time ahead of me, 
and I was sure that I was ready 
for it all. 

But I hated the cynicism that 
I found at Andover. Irony in the 
interest of self-preservation, a 
common cultural symptom of 
my generation, emerged as a de-
fining atmospheric condition at 
this school. I was unsettled, too, 
by the community’s sporadically 
rigid adherence to tradition: I 
never understood how the im-

mutable past could devour such 
a vibrant present. Despite ele-
ments of progression and even 
liberalism, students and faculty 
alike relied on compulsory and 
stifling rituals to wrestle coher-
ence from the natural chaos and 
spontaneity of our lives.

In my first three years, this 
problematic social culture was 
indiscriminately reflected in 
my academic existence. I re-
member nights when I would 
type for mindless hours on my 
laptop. Not thinking, not even 
really writing: just allowing 
tides of Garamond and Times 
New Roman to bleed from my 
fingertips out onto the page. I 
hated this too. I quickly grew 
tired of feigning apathy for the 
indiscernible conflation of de-
sires and decisions that form 
the burning core of who I am. I 
wanted to care. I wanted to feel 
deeply. In both my social and 
academic life, I wanted to learn 
and think in earnest: not under 
a constant pretense of self-dep-
recation. 

So for better or for worse, I 
constructed an identity at Ando-
ver that was largely opposition-

al: existing in near-perpetual 
reaction to the school’s culture 
of compliance. I believe that my 
attitude was in many ways evi-
dence of my love for this school 
– or at least for its history, and 
for my own history, which 
quickly became entangled with 
the concrete paths that ran like 
capillaries through our campus.  

Indeed, few elements of An-
dover’s culture perplexed me as 
much as the notion that chal-
lenging the practices of the in-
stitution somehow constituted 
a lack of respect or gratitude. Of 
course, there is an insurmount-
able privilege that comes with 
receiving your education at An-
dover. But you have to respect a 
place in order to recognize and 
resist its power. To change An-
dover – or at least try to change 
Andover – I first had to love it. 

I have always cared enough 
about Andover to truly want to 
change it, and I have been lucky 
enough to meet others who 
shared this goal. In the margins 
and ruptures of social life at An-
dover, I found the people who 

kept me alive. Amidst property 
and privilege emerged these 
improbable glimpses of human-
ity: the friends who stood by me 
for four trying years. Even now, 

they astonish and humble me – 
their inimitable acts of human-

ity and the courage with which 
they will always resolve to stand 
was, as Rainer Maria Rilke once 
wrote, “somewhere in a rough 
reality being solitary and coura-
geous.” 

In exploring our identities 
and the implications of our 
worldviews, this group of aca-
demics and student activists 
came to know one another and 
ourselves. We learned to love 
one another deeply, and I will 
always be grateful for that. So 
when I attend my graduation 
ceremony alongside these in-
dividuals, we will be wearing 
something other than the white 
dresses and blue blazers that a 
gendered culture of tradition 
has described for us. I cannot 
speak for anyone else, but for 
me this will serve as a sort of last 
act of love and resistance: a fare-
well to the institution that made 
and unmade me and a tribute to 
the practices and people that ul-
timately allowed me to survive. 

In the end, these are all only 
ruminations. I do not know 
where I’m going anymore. 
Sometimes, when I reflect on 
my four years at Andover, I am 
not even sure where I’ve been. I 

have had a tumultuous past four 
years, and some of it hurt be-
yond the telling of it. My Junior 
year alone, I cried more times 
than I could count; by the end 
of my Upper Spring, I had lost 
nearly 20 pounds to illness and 
addiction. Twice, I decided that 
enough was enough, and I swore 
to myself that I would leave this 
school. I never had the strength 
to follow through, however, 
and for a long time my sense of 
self-worth broke alongside that 
promise. 

But it was beautiful as well. I 
have lived for four years among 
some of the most brilliant minds 
I ever expect to encounter. I 
learned truths about myself that 
I would never otherwise have 
been able to face. I discovered 
a love for literature, feminism 
and social activism that will 
remain with me for the rest of 
my life. I have watched the sun 
rise at Holt Hill with the friends 
who made my survival possible, 
hearing their laughter echo like 
a landslide of falling stars, as the 
night-darkened sky melted into 

sanguine dawn. 
All of it is ending now, and 

I still do not know how I feel 
about that. I believe that it was 
ultimately worthwhile, though, 

and I think that this worth re-
sides in how often I spoke, how 

deeply I cared, and how criti-
cally and actively and earnestly 
I attempted to engage with this 
flawed and enduring institution. 
In spite of Andover, and because 
of Andover, I learned to love 
myself, to love my studies and to 
love the people who have cared 
for me throughout it all. 

Thank you, Andover, for all 
that you taught me. I wish this 
community nothing but the very 
best.

Where Are You Going? Where Have You Been?

Grace Tully is a four-year Se-
nior from Reading, Mass., and a 
Commenary Editor for The Phil-
lipian, vol. CXXXVII.

Irony in the interest 
of self-preservation, 
a common cultural 

symptom of my 
generation, emerged as 
a defining atmospheric 
condition at this school. 

I was unsettled, too, 
by the community’s 

sporadicaly rigid 
adherence to tradition: 
I never understood how 

the immutable past could 
devour such a vibrant 

present.

I quickly grew tired of 
feigning apathy for the 
indiscernible conflation 
of desires and decisions 
that form the burning 

core of who I am. I 
wanted to care. I wanted 

to feel deeply. 

I believe that my 
attitude was in many 
ways evidence of my 

love for this school – or 
at least for its history, 

and for my own history, 
which quickly became 

entangled with the 
concrete paths that ran 
like capillaries through 

our campus.

a. manos/the phillipian

To change Andover – or 
at least try to change 

Andover – I first had to 
love it.

I have lived for four years 
among some of the most 

brilliant minds I ever 
expect to encounter. I 
learned truths about 

myself that I would never 
otherwise have been 

able to face. I discovered 
a love of literature, 

feminism and social 
activism that will remain 

with me for the rest of 
my life.

In the margins and 
ruptures of social life 

at Andover, I found the 
people who kept me alive.

Grace Tully
COMMENTARY EDITOR CXXXVII



Every year, as I dutiful 
ly fill out The Phillipian’s 
State of the Academy sur-

vey, I linger on one question: Are 
you happy at Andover? 

The question is a matter of 
interpretation: is being happy a 
matter of actively feeling happi-
ness, or of not feeling consider-
able unhappiness? To me, over 
the past three years, the two 
definitions have been irreconcil-
able. At best, my life at Andover 
has been a constant, ambivalent 
combination of delirious happi-
ness and acute misery, character-
ized more by the feeling of being 
overwhelmed than anything else.

The exhilarating stress of 
working towards relentless, 
ever-approaching deadlines de-
fined my Andover experience. 
At first, I embraced this inten-
sity only out of necessity. Then, 
at some point, I began to actively 

pursue it, taking on more respon-
sibilities than I could handle and 
putting off starting papers un-
til mere hours before they were 

due. I set aside my own work to 
edit essays for friends, absorb-
ing myself in the material of my 
classes as well as their own, and 
spent agonizing hours planning 

out papers, determined to stun 
my teachers with my brilliant 
ideas. In my mind, my feats – the 
history final paper I wrote in 
one night, the term I survived on 
an average of just four hours of 
sleep a night – were titanic.

I let The Phillipian consume 
me as I fell in love with work-
ing in the newsroom alongside 
my equally dedicated friends, 
bound by late nights and ideal-
ism. I refused to take nights off 
when I was sick or leave early 
when I had a paper due the next 
day, resulting in countless end-
less nights. Secretly, a part of 
me treasured the stark feeling of 
walking back to my dorm in the 
vast, empty silence when cov-
enant ended, knowing that my 
night had only just begun. I lived 
for the moment of zen around 
three in the morning when I was 
so tired that I felt hyper-alert and 
savored the early morning hours 
spent steadily typing and think-
ing as my ideas finally coalesced, 

as they always eventually did, 
feeling momentarily invincible. 
Andover was a blur of late nights 
that bled into too-early morn-
ings.

Looking back, it’s easy to con-
jure up a romantic, idealized 
image of myself as the brilliant, 
passionate scholar, one of those 
merrily buzzing worker bees on 
Andover’s school seal. Yet in re-
ality, these late nights were of-
ten unbearably bleak and lonely. 
Staying up long enough to see the 
sun peek through the trees was 
painful, not triumphant, and fin-
ishing a final paper at 5 a.m. the 
day it was due brought despair, 
not pride. What felt like constant 
work led to just as many failures 
as victories. And yet a part of me 
was, maybe naively, drawn back 
again and again to the intensity.

The Phillipian alone was the 
golden, untainted heart of An-
dover for me, and the more it de-
manded of me, the more I loved 
it. One sunny, beautiful Saturday 
in a rainy May, I spent 12 hours 
straight in the newsroom finish-
ing up edits and layout for the 
Commencement issue. Minutes 
before final sign-in, I prepared 
to leave the empty newsroom. 
It was the first time I was in 
the newsroom alone, and the 
room felt smaller, not larger, in 
the absence of its usual crowd. 
For a moment, I lost myself in 
the newsroom, staring up at the 
ceiling with “gullible” written 
over one tile and the names of 
past Editors scrawled in messy 
blue paint at the tips of the walls 
in hopes that the place they re-
member will remember them 
too. I have rarely felt more con-
tent than I did then, sure that my 
tireless effort was going towards 
something greater than I could 
describe.

During Senior Winter, over the 
last few nights of covenant, we 

stopped to reflect on The Phil-
lipian. Sitting crowded around 
the newsroom table, my friends 
admitted that their experiences 
with the paper were mixed, re-
counting stories of stress and 
self-doubt. When it was my turn 
to speak, I didn’t hesitate. Objec-
tively, I realized that The Philli-
pian was not as perfect as it ap-
peared in my mind. Like the rest 
of Andover, it came with its own 
pressures and insecurities, and I 
cried over the paper more times 
than I’d like to admit. The Phil-
lipian was responsible for some 
of the worst moments of my life, 
along with some of the best. But 
looking back, all the bad memo-
ries faded from view. 

“I’ve loved it all,” I said.
I am not at that place with An-

dover as a whole. There are many 
things that I have loathed about 
my three years here, a great deal 
of which I suspect I’ll continue 
to loathe, despite my dad’s in-
sistence that I’ll look back at ev-
erything differently in five, 10, 15 
years. 

“I guess you can handle about 
anything now,” reads a painting 
in the Addison, stark black let-
ters against a backdrop of mess-

ily painted trees. “I don’t know,” 
says the response on the other 
side of the canvas. “I’m kind 
of sad all the time.” In the hol-
low early days of Senior Spring, 
when nothing felt worth it, I de-

cided that this painting summed 
up Andover for me. I am well-ed-
ucated and well-prepared, confi-
dent that I can take on whatever 
comes my way, but also unsatis-
fied, cynical about the supposed 
benefits of the last three years, 
and plagued by self-doubt. 

Recently, I’ve come to reas-
sess that summary. I’m kind of 
sad all the time, still. I’ve never 
reached the pure, perfect happi-
ness that I once thought Andover 
would one day bring me. The bad 
memories of Andover as a whole 
don’t fade away as readily as they 
do when I recall The Phillipian 
– there have been too many of 
them, and they’ve fostered too 
many enduring insecurities in 
me. But Andover has made me 
many things and among them is, 
perhaps paradoxically, happy.
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The Gift of Happiness

Peyton Alie is a three-year Se-
nior from Sudbury, Mass., and 
an Arts & Leisure Editor for The 
Phillipian, vol. CXXXVII.

The question is a matter 
of interpretation: is being 
happy a matter of actively 
feeling happiness, or of 
not feeling considerable 

unhappiness?

I lived for the moment 
of zen around three in 

the morning when I 
was so tired that I felt 

hyper-alert and savored 
the early morning hours 
spent steadily typing and 

thinking as my ideas 
finally coalesced 

Looking back, it’s easy to 
conjure up a romantic, 

idealized image of 
myself as the brilliant, 
passionate scholar, one 
of those merrily buzzing 

worker bees on Andover’s 
school seal.

But Andover has made 
me many things and 

among them is, perhaps 
paradoxically, happy.

Peyton Alie
ARTS EDITOR CXXXVII

THANK YOU CXXXVII 
FOR BEING THERE EVERY 

STEP OF THE WAY!

A s I sat down to write 
this Senior Reflection 
on my last Saturday 

morning at Andover (three 
weeks after Senior Reflections 
were due), I thought I would 
start with an anecdote about 
being cheered on by the Blue 
Keys on Main Street on my first 
day at Andover. From there, I 
would recount every year of 
my Andover career, and in that 
process, I would reflect on my 
growth at Andover. But what I 
realize now is that that would 
not address the main question 
that I have grappled with over 
the past four years: “What is 
the value of an Andover educa-
tion? Is Andover worth it?”

Brandon Wong ’12 first 
posed this question to me four 
years ago. And it’s a question 
I haven’t been able to answer 
since. The question itself pos-
es other questions: Why was 
I chosen to come to Andover 
over someone else? Why did 
I choose to come to Andover?  
Was it worth the $300,000 my 
parents paid for me to be here? 
What will I take from  Andover 
that will help me in the world 
beyond campus?

I have struggled to define 
Andover’s value because I 
wonder whether it was all 
worth it. I think I about how 
fun my public high school in 
California would have been: 
great grades, parties on the 
weekend and friends who were 

often just like me – culturally, 
socially and socioeconomical-
ly. I think about all that I left 
behind, and I wonder why I 
chose to move 3500 miles away 
from it. 

Because Andover isn’t fun all 
the time. Often times, it left me 
feeling inadequate. Socioeco-
nomically, I saw kids whose 
parents made a lot more than 
mine, wore far more expensive 
clothes than I did and  took 
trips to Europe and the Baha-
mas every break. In class,  I 
saw kids who seemed to hold a 
discussion better than I could, 
solve complicated math prob-
lems I failed to understand, 
and crank out 6-worthy Eng-
lish papers in the matter of 
minutes. As I made the tran-
sition from a boarder to a day 
student, I experienced intense 
loneliness; I was without the 

central group of friends I had 
always counted on and without 
the “townie” friends other day 
students had. 

I pushed myself to my limit 

when I had the opportunity 
to simply pack up and leave; 
after all, no one was forcing 

me to stay here. I spent some 
Friday evenings preparing for 
the next week of classes, late 
Tuesday nights studying for 
math tests, and early Thurs-
day mornings writing English 
papers. I dragged myself to the 
newsroom in the basement of 
Morse Hall every Tuesday and 
Wednesday night.

After some reflection, I re-
alized I went to Andover for 
three reasons: the prestige, the 
challenge and my personal de-
velopment. Like many others, 
I enjoyed the awe in people’s 
eyes when I said I went to An-
dover, the glances people gave 
you in the airport when you 
wore Andover apparel and the 
immediate respect you were 
given on the basis of your high 
school education. I cherished 
that I could always tell people 
that I had gone to the best high 
school in the nation and had 
access to one of the world’s 
best alumni networks. I loved 

that I would always have a 
“step up in life.”

I also loved the challenge. 
The challenge of learning new 
material, processing it and 
successfully applying it on a 
difficult test. The challenge 
of having to balance multiple 
acts at once – going to class-
es, running track and being a 
Sports Editor for The Phillip-
ian. Although the challenges 
overwhelmed me from time to 
time, I craved the adrenaline 
rush and the feeling of know-
ing that I could push past my 
limits and overcome adversity.

Most importantly, I valued 
the personal development. I 
went from being a middle-
schooler who though a leader 
was the popular kid everyone 
liked to a teenager who knew 
a leader was someone who 
questioned, thought critically, 

sought unity and did not fal-
ter in the face of adversity.  At 
Andover, I redefined success; 
I no longer thought success 
was making a lot of money, 

but rather the dedication of 
oneself to the greater good.  
Although cliche, I learned to 
develop a personal rapport 
with people who were differ-
ent from me socially, cultur-
ally and socioeconomically. I 
put myself in uncomfortable 
situations and found ways to 
emerge successful. 

In many ways, Andover is a 
microcosm of the real world 
most  people begin to experi-
ence in college. But by being 
put in this world four years 
earlier than many others, I was 
able to understand my values, 
build a support structure of 
friends, teachers and alumni, 
and realize what I would like 
to do with my life. Winston 
Churchill once said, “To each 
there comes in their lifetime 
a special moment when they 
are figuratively tapped on 
the shoulder and offered the 
chance to do a very special 
thing, unique to them and fit-
ted to their talents.” Thank 
you,  Andover, for being that 
special moment.

Finding Andover’s Worth
Kailash Sundaram 

SPORTS EDITOR CXXXVII

Kailash Sundaram is a four-
year Senior from Andover, Mass., 
and a Sports Editor for The Phil-
lipian, vol. CXXXVII.

I pushed myself to my 
limit when I had the 
opportunity to simply 

pack up and leave; after 
all, no one was forcing 

me to stay here.

After some reflection, 
I realized I went to 
Andover for three 

reasons: the prestige, 
the challenge and my 
personal development.

Although the challenges 
overwhelmed me from 

time to time, I craved the 
adrenaline rush...



A thin ray of sunlight 
stretched through the 
branches at my side; 

when it reached the water be-
low, it reflected off the crests 
of cool blue, shimmering and 
bouncing on the waves before 
dissipating in the hot June air. I 
watched as an inchworm clung 
to its silk as it blew in the breeze, 
entirely unaware of my staring. I 
went to stand up and shift posi-
tion from the burning rock be-
low me, but, as I turned to do 
so, I felt an aggressive hand on 
my shoulder and air beneath my 

feet — suddenly, the hot air was 
replaced by cool blue crests and 
little bubbles rushing above my 
ears. My first thought was about 
smearing my eyeliner.

When reminiscing about the 
Andover experience, in truth 
all I remember is my first time 
being thrown into Pomps Pond. 

Though that was two years 
ago, I can still feel the beads of 
sweat on my forehead and the 
relief of that nasty pond water. 
I can still feel the stinging sand 
underneath me and the mount-
ing dread that I should have 
been studying for my final the 
next day. 

Recently, while watching 
“Mad Men,” I was caught off 
guard by something character 
Roger Sterling says about mile-
stones in life. He said, “What 
are the events in life? It’s like 
you see a door. The first time 
you come to it, you say, ‘Oh, 
what’s on the other side of the 
door?’ 

But then you go through one 
of these things, and you come 
out the other side and you re-
alize that’s all they are. Doors, 
and windows, and bridges and 
gates, and they all open the 
same way, and they all close 
behind you.”

At first, I found the senti-
ment depressing — that our 
journey through life is nothing 
more than a series of meaning-
less events. We see these mile-
stones as doors through which 
to pass, but forget that, upon 
passing through, they must ir-
reversibly shut behind us, leav-
ing us with fewer doors and 

less time.
I thought about my own 

doors — my milestones — at 
Andover. I thought of my Ju-
nior year orientation, my first 
homework-induced all-night-
er, the infamous History 310 
paper, my first night in the 
CXXXVII newsroom, my first 
— and my last — trek up the 
three flights of stairs to the 
College Counseling Office. I 
remember opening my accep-
tance letter to Andover, and 
I remember opening my ac-
ceptance letter to college. But 
I don’t feel anything when I 
think back on these memories 
— they’re just doors. 

Instead, in these wan-
ing hours of my time in high 
school, I feel the sensation of 
bubbles rushing past my ears 
and the hot sun of that day in 
Lower Spring. I remember the 
biting cold of walking down-
town to Casa Blanca every 
Wednesday afternoon and the 
wind rushing through my car 
on the drive home last night 
while blasting ZZ Top through 
my speakers. 

Living through the mile-
stones, they’re all that matter 
at the time — try telling an Up-
per that they won’t remember 

their 310 project in a year or a 
Senior that a college rejection 
letter will prove meaningless. 
Although these doors hold 
so much weight at the time, 
they’re paper thin in retro-
spect. I lived “in between” at 
Andover — in between doors. 

In fact, the moments that 
meant nothing at the time are 

all that matter to me now.
I don’t mean to undermine 

the importance of the major 
events in our lives; they an-
chor our timelines and provide 
structure to what would oth-
erwise be a floating, nonlinear 
mass of “in between.” What 
I want to say here in my last 
and only article in The Phil-
lipian is that the “in between” 
is a sacred and underappreci-
ated space at Andover — it is in 
in between moments that we 
learn, we explore, we love, we 

hate and we really do anything 
that can’t simply be checked 
off a list. 

I won’t lie; the “in between” 
can be scary, too. In a year’s 
time, I probably won’t even 
remember writing this article. 
All I know is that I’m going 
to invest in some water-proof 
eyeliner — for me at least, 
there is a lot of “in between” 
yet to be lived.

Living in the “In-Between”

Karina Keus is a four-year Se-
nior from North Andover, Mass., 
and a Copy Editor for The Phil-
lipian, vol. CXXXVII.

When reminiscing about 
the Andover experience, 
in truth all I remember 
is my first time being 

thrown into Pomps Pond.

In fact, the moments that 
meant nothing at the 

time are all that matter 
to me now.

But I don’t feel anything 
when I think back on 

these memories – they’re 
just doors. 

Although these doors 
hold so much weight at 
the time, they’re paper 

thin in retrospect. I lived 
“in between” at Andover 

– in between doors.

Karina Keus
COPY EDITOR CXXXVII
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All I know is that I’m 
going to invest in some 

water-proof eyeliner – for 
me at least, there is a lot 
of “in between” yet to be 

lived.

a. lu/the phillipian

“What are the events in 
life?” 
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W atching six epi-
sodes of “The Wire” 
each week was the 

best homework during my Se-
nior Spring. For a show that 
had pretty cynical (or a perhaps 
a more suitable word would 

be “realistic”) outlook on the 
world, it was always the final 
montages of the show’s sea-
son finales that gave me hope. 
There was always some sort of 

resolution that took place in 
these vignettes – a police case 
closed, a student saved from a 
life on the streets or the suc-
cessful vengeance of a certain 
lovable stick-up man. 

The soundtrack to these 
scenes were also always well-
selected. Solomon Burke’s 
“Fast Train” played through 
the montage that wrapped up 
the third season, opening with 
the following:

“Oh, you’ve been on a fast 
train, and it’s going off the 
rails. And you can’t come 
back, can’t come back again.”

This time around, I wasn’t 
thinking so much about what 
had happened in that season, 
nor about the melancholic yet 
soulful sound of synth in the 
song. Rather, it was some-
thing about Burke’s lyrics that 
haunted me, instilling within 
me a surge of nostalgia for my 
life at Andover. 

Andover is a fast train.
No, I’m not referring to the 

times I walked past Depot 
Pizza (the best slice in town, 
by the way) and hopped on 
the Haverhill Line to spend a 
day in Boston, whether it was 
to embark on a cupcake crawl 
through Newbury Street, ex-
plore the grungy basement 

record stores of Allston, or 
spend hours sketching the 
works of Goya at the Museum 
of Fine Arts with my Art 500 
class. 

Nor am I referring to the 
time I found a dozen other 
Andover students by chance 
on the train to New York City 
this past winter, where we 
spent five hours together with 
our English readings on our 
laps, but instead only able to 
chat about our charismatic 

teachers and our plans for the 
weekend. 

Andover itself is a fast train. 
Coming here changes you in 
so many inexplicable ways, 
and it’s easy to forget who you 
were before that. 

“And you go on a journey 
way into the land.” I applied 
to Andover behind my par-
ents’ backs and was so sure of 
myself when I got to campus. 
I knew exactly which Seniors 
I aspired to be like, which 
clubs I wanted to pursue and 
which classes to take. Even 
still, Lower year was clouded 
with half-hazy memories and 
emotions. It was the admi-
ration I held for those who 
started Feminism is Equality. 
It was trying to meet as many 
people as I could. It was anx-
iously waiting for The Phillipi-
an’s Editorial Board to release 
their Associate masthead. 
It was housing drama, a lost 

roommate and the beginnings 
of a photo-based storytelling 
project. Lower year was all 
about looking ahead, thinking 
that I had already found my-
self at Andover. This, howev-
er, was my fatal flaw.

“And you start breaking 
down.” Upper year wasn’t 
easy. It was coffee stains, 
impeccably-written study 
guides, setting alarms at un-
godly hours to memorize trig 
identities, toning thousands 
of photos in a corner of The 
Phillipian newsroom. It was 
sifting through all 12 issues 
of the psychedelic “San Fran-
cisco Oracle” to uncover evi-
dence of the root causes of 
the fall of the counterculture 
movement. It was replying to 
friends’ texts with “Sorry, I 
can’t come” every single time; 
it was flawed priorities. Upper 
year was disillusionment. Up-
per year was loneliness. 

Stuck in a no-man’s land. I 
felt lost, unsure of what di-
rection to take to give myself 
purpose. So I took a step back 
and began to listen; to let peo-
ple, new and old, back into my 
life. From that point on, ev-
ery single conversation I had 
reminded me why I came to 

Andover. I began to go to con-
ference for the sake of a good 
conversation, discussing the 
politics of economic develop-

ment with Rajesh Mundra, fe-
male leadership with Jennifer 
Elliott and the ingenious work 
of Joan Didion with LaShonda 
Long. I began going to cov-
enant for the sake of going 
to covenant, spending hours 
in the newsroom surrounded 
by the smartest, funniest and 
most compassionate people at 
this school. I began to spend 
moments sitting with fellow 
Editors between Samuel Phil-
lips Hall’s stone cold columns 
on my midnight walks back 
to Stowe, reflecting upon the 
ghost-town-of-a-campus be-
fore us. I began to listen to 
peers talk about social justice, 
revealing to myself a new set 
of friends and resources be-
yond comparison. 

“Oh and you’re so alone, 
can you really make it on your 
own?”  I thought I came to 
Andover for the school’s aca-
demic excellence, but I even-
tually found that I came for 
the community. You need the 
people who will stick it out 
with you on Susie’s dance 
floor until you’re the last ones 
there, two minutes before Se-
nior hour ends. You need the 
people who will do something 
as silly as taking in a certain 
furry fourth roommate. You 
can’t do Andover alone. You 
really can’t. 

“Keep on moving on a fast 
train.” You keep on going. It’s 
the necessary and collective 
struggle for perfection that 
makes our campus clock go 
’round, and it’s beautiful in a 
way. It may take a frustrating 
amount of time and patience, 
but Andover’s restraining fa-
cade will melt away into a lib-
erating place. 

“On a fast train going no-
where.” This is where my 
thoughts diverge from Burke’s 
words. Andover changes us in 
so many inexplicable ways, 
ways that push us toward 
meaning. Andover is triumph; 

Andover is failure. At the 
same time, Andover isn’t sup-
posed to be full of comfort – 
the same comfort that I felt 
watching each season finale 
of “The Wire” – because real 
life isn’t full of it either. We’re 
supposed to be uncertain of 
our futures. We’re still young.

Andover is a fast train. 
We’re going to keep on mov-
ing, and though we may be 
uncertain of our destination, 
we’re headed somewhere.

Moving on a Fast Train

Alex Westfall is a three-year 
Senior from Makati, Philippines, 
and a Photo Editor for The Phil-
lipian, vol. CXXXVII.

Alex Westfall
PHOTO EDITOR CXXXVII

There was always some 
sort of resolution that 

took place in these 
vignettes – a police 

case closed, a student 
saved from a life on the 
streets or the successful 
vengeance of a certain 
lovable stick-up man.

“Oh, you’ve been on a 
fast train,

and it’s going off the 
rails. And you can’t come 

back, can’t come back 
again.”

Coming here changes 
you in so many 

inexplicable ways, and 
it’s easy to forget who 
you were before that.

Lower year was all about 
looking ahead, thinking 
that I had already found 
myself at Andover. This, 
however, was my fatal 

flaw.

Upper year wasn’t easy. 
It was coffee stains, 

impeccably-written study 
guides, setting alarms 

at ungodly hours to 
memorize trig identities, 

toning thousands of 
photos in a corner of 

the The Phillipian 
newsroom.

It’s the necessary and 
collective struggle for 
perfection that makes 
our campus clock go 

’round, and it’s beautiful 
in a way.

You need the people who 
will stick it out with you 
on Susie’s dance floor 

until you’re the last ones 
there.

Andover is a fast train.

n.redding/the phillipian
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Dear CXXXVII, 

To be honest, for a 
very, very long time, I thought 
the day my tenure at The Phil-
lipian ended would be the hap-
piest day of my life.

My Associateship tested – as 
I can imagine it did for most 
of you – my ability to not only 

pump out tons of work on 
three hours of sleep, but also 
survive under mean Editors 
and even meaner fellow As-
sociate Editors. It is no secret 
that the “friendship” between 
the five News Associates at 
that time was completely fake, 
and I shamefully admit that I, 
too, was standing close to the 
center of all that unnecessary 
passive-aggressive slandering.  

The Phillipian, at least dur-
ing my Upper year, brought out 
the worst sides of me – jealou-
sy, competitiveness, trash talk-
ing, insecurity, self-doubt: the 
list goes on and on. The Upper 
Management (UM) application 
process was the most difficult 
thing I’ve been through emo-
tionally. From being accused 
of plagiarizing a Commentary 
article to overhearing a group 
of Editors whispering about 
my incompetence, I probably 
spent the majority of that term 
crying my feelings out. Not to 
mention the buckets of tears 
shed when I didn’t get a posi-
tion on UM after all that. 

So as I said before, I was se-
cretly looking forward to the 
day when I finally handed over 
the reins and was liberated to 

spend my nights watching Net-
flix instead of editing articles. 

That is, until I saw Phoebe 
Gould ’15, Managing Editor, on 

our last day as CXXXVII, and 
she ran up to me with the cut-
est little smile, gave me a hug, 
commented on my softball 
gear and scurried away into 
Paul Revere Hall.

I would not have become 
friends with Phoebe had it 
not been for The Phillipian. 
Outside the newsroom, our 
friend groups do not overlap in 
the slightest, and we have not 
taken a single class together 
here. Yet, I say without hesita-
tion now that she has become 
someone I not only care about 
and trust, but also respect tre-
mendously. 

And I believe this goes for 
a lot of the friendships forged 
through The Phillipian. We 

come from all corners of the 
world and campus. Never 

would I have guessed that I 
would head to Susie’s every 

Monday night with Lincoln 
Herrington ’16, the classic 
Andover kid from New York 
City, and Chris Li ’15, who I 
could not tell apart from his 
twin, Alex Li  ’15, for the lon-
gest time. Never would I have 
guessed that I, the secretly 
raging conservative, would sit 
across the table from Grace 
Tully ’15 and engage in discus-
sions on social issues in a rela-
tively civilized manner. 

It kills me to know that such 

incidents of bonding probably 
will no longer be common-
place, especially now that we 
are all graduating. Already, 
I feel that a lot of the friend-
ships have started to fray, and 
my connection with the news-
room fading day by day. 

So, even though I have 
shared a similar, uncensored 
version of this letter with 
most of you before, I wanted 
to make this letter permanent 
somehow. And I thought, what 
better way is there to honor 
our bond than to publish it in 
The Phillipian – something we 
all once dedicated hundreds of 
hours working for in arguably 
the dingiest room on campus.

Once again, thank you to ev-
ery one of you for this experi-
ence. Andover would not have 
been the same without you, 
CXXXVII. I would not be the 
same without you. 

I hope we can all still be 
friends.

A Letter to CXXXVII

EJ Kim is a four-year Senior 
from Honolulu, HI., and a News 
Editor for The Phillipian, vol. 
CXXXVII.

To be honest, for a very, 
very long time, I thought 
the day my tenure at The 
Phillipian ended would 

be the happiest day of my 
life.

Andover would not have 
been the same without 

you, CXXXVII. I would not 
be the same without you. 
I hope we can all still be 

friends.

We come from all corners 
of the world and campus.

Already, I feel that a lot 
of the friendships have 
started to fray, and my 
connection with the 

newsroom fading day by 
day.

EJ Kim
NEWS EDITOR CXXXVII

When I applied to 
Andover four years 
ago, I knew exactly 

what I was getting into. I’m one 
of those kids who was exposed 

to the school through my fam-
ily’s experiences. My uncle, 
grandfather and great-grandfa-
ther each attended Andover, so 
when I decided to apply, it was 
with my grandfather’s stron-
gest support. When I decided 
to head off to his alma mater for 
high school, I remember a dis-
tinct twinkle coming to his eye. 
He was excited to reconnect 
with a part of his life that was 
many years in his past, and I felt 
great pride in joining an institu-
tion with such a rich history.

You see, beyond being my 
school and my home for four 
years, Andover has created 
an incredible bond between 
my grandfather and me. As 

the institution has grown and 
changed physically and ideo-
logically, my family has grown 
and changed from generation 
to generation. Discussing my 
time here with my grandfather 
has given me a great perspec-
tive on what it means to have 
an Andover education.

In the spring of my Lower 
year, my grandfather came to 
visit me for Grandparent’s Day 
on a sunny weekend in May. 
The Andover campus, as if on 
cue, emerged in its full splen-
dor for its visitors, and I could 
tell, as we walked from class to 
class, that my grandfather was 
processing a lot. Great memo-
ries, he would say. In second 
period math, he took one of my 
pens and scrawled a message 
on the Andover Grandparent’s 
Day official document. It said, 

“Andover - It can change your 
life.” He stated, with subtle 
emotion, that that’s how he 
would describe the school to a 
prospective student. 

At first glance, my cynical, 
teenage self thought that the 

phrase was a bit trite and ob-
vious. As a Senior with more 
time to reflect, though, I now 
understand that whatever mis-
givings I had at first could not 
detract from the statement’s 
power. My grandfather arrived 
at Andover an unsure teenager, 
in the same way many of us do, 
and Andover gave him a com-
munity and instilled values in 
him that would influence the 
rest of his life. Looking back, 
I could never have predicted 
my own trajectory when I first 
arrived on the corner of Salem 
Street and Main Street. The 
friends I’ve made here, both 
students and adults, and the 
communities of which I have 
been a part, including singing, 
tennis and Model United Na-
tions, will forever influence 
who I am. 

What I have learned is that 
Andover will change your life, 
but only if you let it. Yes, you 
can just drift through your 
time here, but I don’t recom-

mend it. Andover is a place 
that calls for an active role, 
and, from there, you can see its 
unlimited potential. I’ve been 
amazed watching my peers 
find themselves and have an 
incredible impact on the Ando-
ver community. It’s one of this 
place’s numerous gifts.

For my grandfather, my go-
ing to Andover seemed to bring 
Andover back into his life. He 
heard about it more and more 
because he already had it back 
in his mind: when it rains, it 
truly does pour. There is an 
evident cachet and privilege 
that comes with attending an 
institution of this caliber, and 
of which all those who have 
graduated should be cogni-
zant. Nevertheless, it’s the 
small things that will matter 
most going forward in life: the 

connections we made here and 
the nostalgic remembrance of 
our time at Andover that we 
Seniors will appreciate when 
we are older. The promise 
and beauty of these moments 

is what, I believe, encourages 
alumni to offer their time back 
to the school in whatever ca-
pacity. There is no substitute 
for an Andover experience. 
As I take my final steps as a 
student on this campus, this 

thought could never be surer. 
It’s what I believe my grand-
father meant in his personal 
motto about the school. 

Andover has changed my 
life, and that’s something I’ll 
remember for years down the 
line. I have no doubt that the 
generations that follow here 
on 180 Main Street will come 
to feel the same.

Generation to Generation

Nolan Crawford is a four-year 
Senior from New York, NY., and 
a Subscriptions Manager for The 
Philipian, vol. CXXXVII.

My uncle, grandfather 
and great-grandfather 

each attended Andover, 
so when I decided to 
apply, it was with my 

grandfather’s strongest 
support.

As the institution has 
grown and changed 

physically and 
ideologically, my family 
has grown and changed 

from generation to 
generation.

Nolan Crawford
SUBSCRIPTIONS MANAGER CXXXVII

At first glance, my 
cynical, teenage self 

thought that the phrase 
was a bit trite and 

obvious.

Looking back, I could 
never have predicted my 

own trajectory when I 
first arrived on the corner 
of Salem Street and Main 

Street.

Nevertheless, it’s the 
small things that will 

matter most going 
forward in life: the 

connections we made 
here and the nostalgic 
remembrance of our 

time at Andover that we 
Seniors will appreciate 

when we are older.

k.lezine/the phillipian



Sunday, June 7, 2015                                    T h e  P h i l l i p i a n          ARTS & LEISURE | E1

INSIDE ARTS & LEISURE:

Theater / E2 Dance / E4

Visual Arts / E8

Music / E6

Clubs / E11

Arts&Leisure

J.BECKWITH/THE PHILLIPIAN J.BECKWITH/THE PHILLIPIAN J.BECKWITH/THE PHILLIPIAN

E.KAUFMANN-LADUC/THE PHILLIPIAN J.BECKWITH/THE PHILLIPIAN



“Do you know peace? I 
think only mens can have 
real peace. Womans, she 
cannot have peace. What 
you think?” says Adri Allen 
’16 while playing the char-
acter of Amal, a 38-year-old 
woman who travels from 
Iraq to Israel, Dubai and 
London in search of love in 
the play “Nine Parts of De-
sire.”

Directed by Allen 
Grimm, Instructor in The-
ater, and performed by a 
cast of nine female students, 
“Nine Parts of Desire” is a 
contemporary play writ-
ten by Heather Raffo. Raffo 
spent months traveling 
through Iraq interviewing 
Iraqi women to write a dra-
ma centered around nine 
characters, who are com-
posites of the interviewees. 
The women in the play face 
severe hardship, including 
daily bombings, the abduc-
tion of their families, rape 
and abuse, and demonstrate 
the immense strength and 
resilience of Iraqi women.

“[I chose this particular 
play because] I thought the 
students here had the abili-
ty to do it and get a radically 
unique perspective on the 
world. And the reason why I 
chose it for this community 
is that I think we want to ex-
plore the greater world and 
all the different communi-
ties around us, and we want 
to be able to connect, and 
this is a sort of vehicle that 
will allow us to make those 
connections, especially for 
the 12 to 13 of us who were 

working on this every day,” 
said Grimm.

Each cast member was 
assigned three of the nine 
roles in the play and will 
play a different character 
in each of the production’s 
three performances. This 
arrangement makes each 
night’s performance distinct 
from the others.

“Mr. Grimm assigned 
us three characters over the 
summer… As I spent time 
with each character I slowly 
connected to them because 
I got to see what they were 
going through. I got to see 
their struggles. I got to see 
their situations and even 
though their situations were 
very extreme and I couldn’t 
relate to them in any way, I 
found some aspect or some 
situation in my life that I 
could try to relate to theirs,” 
said Myioshi Williams ’17, 
one of the actresses in the 
play.

One of the characters in 
the show is Layal, a celebrat-
ed artist. Layal’s paintings 
are sought out by many, in-
cluding Saddam Hussein, 
the leader of Iraq during 
the time of the play. Layal 
paints nudes of women as 
a way to defy the corrupt 
leaders of the nation she 
loves. To avoid exposing the 
identity of other women, 
she explains throughout her 
monologues that she paints 
her own naked body, using 
only small symbols to repre-
sent the other women.

“Layal is an extremely 
brave woman. She will never 
refrain from expressing her 
controversial opinions and 
will speak up for the rest of 
the women in Iraq through 
her art. Through the show, 

we learn that she has gone 
through extremely impact-
ful situations and has always 
moved on. She talks open-
ly about her past and her 
feelings but we never know 
if she speaks the objective 
truth. She is full of passion 
for her art and for others 
and this makes her unsatis-
fied and often restless. Her 
passion for living makes her 
exceptionally strong and de-
voted to what she loves and 
respects: her art and wom-
en,” said Adriana Virgili Alo-
visetti ’15, one of the actress-
es playing Layal.

Iraqi Girl, another char-
acter in the show, is intro-
duced as the ’NSYNC song 
“Just Don’t Tell Me That” 
blares through the speak-
ers. She dances playfully 
around the stage until the 
song abruptly stops because 
her mother has turned off 
the music. The harsh Iraqi 
regime has barred Iraqi Girl 
from attending school de-
spite her desire to learn.

“I think that [Iraqi Girl 
is] intelligent, but because of 
her circumstances she’s nev-
er really been given the op-
portunity to really use that 
intelligence. She’s kind of 
been cooped up all her life,” 
said Alex Ma ’17, one of the 
actresses playing Iraqi Girl. 
“[She] goes on a big emo-
tional rollercoaster because 
she’s a little kid. She gets re-
ally excited about how smart 
she is at counting bombs and 
then she gets really somber 
when she talks about her 
dad. And it’s really unique 
because all of the other char-
acters know what they’re 
doing and what they’re say-
ing, but she’s kind of figuring 
it out as she goes.”

Lydia Fikru

Nine Parts of Desire Illustrates
Survival, Sisterhood and Strength

On the Stage...
Theater Productions
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Adriana Virgilli Alovisetti ’15 plays the role of Layal.

“Hands Up: 6 Playwrights,
6 Testaments” Continues

Conversation on Race

“What we are talking 
about here is consisten-
cy – repetitive profiling… 
constant harassment… 
consistency!” shouts James 
Taylor ’16, while perform-
ing “Holes in My Identity,” 
a monologue that intro-
duces the audience to a 
young black man who was 
adopted and raised by a 
white couple in Wisconsin. 
The man hesitantly attends 
a discussion about race 
and ends up learning more 
about himself and his iden-
tity through the people he 
meets there.

“Holes in My Identity” 
is one of six monologues 
in the play “Hands Up: 
6 Playwrights, 6 Tes-
taments,” which was 
commissioned by the 
theater company The New 
Black Fest in response to 
recent police shootings, 
including those of Michael 
Brown in Ferguson, MO., 
and John Crawford III in 
Beavercreek, OH. Each 
monologue in the show 
was written by an emerg-
ing black male playwright 
and explores the themes 

of race, profiling and black 
masculinity.

Led by Andrew Wang 
’16, Avery Jonas ’16 and 
Allen Grimm, Instructor in 
Theater, the monologues 
were performed by a cast 
and crew of Andover 
students.

Wang said, “‘Hands Up 
Andover’ started as little 
more than an idea between 
myself and [Jonas]. We 
talked over [winter] break 
about how it was necessary 
that the discussion on race 
not subside… We are doing 
this project to hopefully re-
vive our campus discussion 
at a time when it may not 
be at the forefront of each 
of our minds.”

Two actors were 
assigned to each of the six 
monologues and each per-
formed in two of “Hands 
Up Andover’s” four perfor-
mances. While each actor 
is a black male student, 
stage managers and direc-
tors represent a range of 
races and genders.

Devontae Freeland ’15, 
an actor in the show, said, 
“I joined this project as 
a constructive outlet for 
me to voice my frustration 
over a continuing trend of 
inequality for black Ameri-
cans in our criminal justice 
system. It is important to 

me that people see these 
monologues be performed 
because they provide a 
range of voices from young 
black men of various back-
grounds, each of which is 
valid and important in this 
dialogue that we are trying 
to spark.”

In the monologue 
“Walking Next to Michael 
Brown,” the main charac-
ter is a biracial man, based 
on the playwright Eric 
Holmes’s personal back-
ground. Duschia Bodet 
’16, the director, said, 
“‘Walking Next to Michael 
Brown’ is mainly about 
Eric Holmes’s experience 
of being black but look-
ing white. I really like 
the monologue because 
[Holmes] writes in a way 
that’s humorous, thought 
provoking and relatable. 
There are certainly many 
themes that Holmes 
tackles in this monologue. 
These include how the me-
dia responds to issues like 
the events in Ferguson and 
of course racial profiling. 
However, like I said, those 
themes are woven into 
the larger one of living as 
someone who is mixed.”

Editor’s Note: Avery Jo-
nas ’16 is a Managing Editor 
for The Phillipian.

Adrienne Zheng

Shakespeare Meets a 1920s 
Nightclub in “Twelfth Night” 

With slow, somber 
steps, Jack Twomey ’17, 
Dakoury Godo-Solo ’17 
and Erica Nork ’16 en-
tered the stage in Stein-
bach. The trio tripped 
over a toy boat, cuing 
the lights in the theater 
to suddenly switch to a 
flashing strobe, while 
crashes of thunder filled 
the air. This shipwreck 
scene began “Twelfth 
Night.”

Directed by Kevin 
Heelan, Instructor in 
Theater, the Theater-920 
class’s performance of 
Shakespeare’s “Twelfth 
Night” was not set in a 
traditional Elizabethan 
era. Rather, Heelan chose 
to add a new and energet-
ic twist to the comedy by 
incorporating song and 
dance, and by setting it in 
an underground club in 
the 1920s.

“We wanted to com-
bine as much dancing and 
singing as we could into 
the Theater-920 show 
and the play that lends 

itself beautifully to that 
is [‘Twelfth Night’]… We 
also wanted to set it in 
a place where we could 
introduce all kind of 
different acts and it would 
make some reasonable 
sense,” said Heelan. “We 
were interested in the 
music of the ’30s [and] 
’20s. The dances were so 
wonderful then, so excit-
ing and they require such 
physicality and that was 
very seductive… We fig-
ured it would be so much 
fun to have a lot of dance 
numbers.”

The play focuses on 
the story of Viola, played 
by Erica Nork ’16, who is 
separated from her broth-
er at the beginning of the 
play. Viola soon becomes 
entangled in a complex 
and messy love story 
when she masquerades as 
a boy and goes to work for 
Duke Orsino, played by 
Elliot Sagay ’15.

Nork said, “Viola’s 
very daring and I appre-
ciate that a lot. She has 
a lot of guts to do what 
she does. She takes her 
own initiative on things… 
but she’s also terrified in 
her situation, but she’s 

going into it anyways, her 
commitment to what she’s 
doing is very admirable.”

At the same time, sev-
eral other characters en-
gage in a comical subplot 
that contrasts with Viola’s 
anguish. They convince a 
steward, Malvolio, played 
by Niko Skrivanos ’17, 
that Olivia, Orsino’s love 
interest played by Lauren 
Smith ’15, is actually in 
love with him. The char-
acters send Malvolio a 
forged letter in which Ol-
ivia supposedly confesses 
her love for him. Malvolio 
responds to the letter by 
performing a short tap 
number and monologue. 
In his speech, Malvolio 
reveals that he believes 
the letter is truthful.

Janice Cheon ’16, the 
show’s choreographer, 
said “[The dance] makes 
it really obvious that 
[Malvolio] is very happy. 
He’s in love. This is the 
first time he has probably 
smiled in his life, and then 
the [dance] that follows, 
when the [other charac-
ters] are kind of mimick-
ing him… reinforces the 
lines they have before 
when they taunt him.”

Kalina Ko
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Devontae Freeland ’15 puts his hands up for a “Hands Up Andover” promo-
tional photo.
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Maria, played by Michaela Barczak ’15, comforts a drunken Sir Andrew 
Agueecheek, played by Vincent Mocco ’15, and Sir Toby Belch, played by Rob 
Irvin ’15.
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Michaela Barczak: Finding Direction in Theater 

When Michaela Barczak 
’15 was told that she should 
pursue aspects of theater 
other than acting in the Intro 
to Acting course her Junior 
Fall, she thought her Ando-
ver theater career was over 
before it had even began. For 
Barczak, who grew up act-
ing in plays and helping with 
lighting while her parents 
participated in community 
theater, this early disappoint-
ment was devastating. But 
in her Lower Winter, when 
Barczak finally began direct-
ing, her love for theater reig-
nited.

“As soon as I found di-
recting it was like, ‘Wait, 
there is a spot for me!’… 
[Before that,] I had lost this 
connection to theater for 
a while. It became a lot of 
doubting myself and know-
ing that I still loved it, but not 
having a place to pursue it,” 

said Barczak. “Acting always 
made me kind of uncom-
fortable. It didn’t feel right… 
[Directing] was the first time 
theater really clicked for me.”

The logical and orga-
nized nature of directing ap-
pealed to Barczak.

“[Directing] is very ana-
lytic. It takes a lot of thought 
before the performance. It’s 
the director’s job to sit down 
with the show and come up 
with ideas. It requires a lot of 
organization. That mindset 
fits really well with me, and 
it explains why I was having 
such a hard time acting be-
cause I’d go into a role and 
be thinking so much that I 
wasn’t actually in the mo-
ment, and that attitude lends 
itself much better to direct-
ing,” said Barczak.

Throughout her time at 
Andover, Barczak has been 
heavily involved in theater. 
As a Senior, she planned 
Grasshopper Night and was 
one of three DramaLab Pro-
ducers, who were tasked 
with obtaining copyright for 

DramaLabs plays and assist-
ing the directors of DramaL-
abs.

         “What I love about 
producing and what kind 
of called me to it in the first 
place is that it’s like an ad-
vanced version of directing. 
You have to step back and 
look at the whole show as a 
production,” said Barczak. 
“It requires a lot of manag-
ing and organizational skills, 
while also keeping in mind 
that you’re not the person 
running the show. You’re just 
there to give advice.”

Barczak, who has met 
many of her closest friends 
through Andover’s theater 
program, treasures the close 
relationships that theater 
creates. In this fall’s stage 
reading of David Henry 
Hwang’s “Chinglish,” she 
quickly bonded with the ac-
tors, though they only began 
to prepare the performance 
the morning of the show.

“We worked for three 
hours, got through the ma-
jority of the show, broke and 

then all met for dinner. So 
I was sitting with this crew 
in their costumes, running 
through lines in Paresky 
Commons and then walk-
ing over to the theater class-
room, and I realized that I 
love being surrounded by 
people who aren’t necessari-
ly theater people but who are 
excited to perform and put in 
the effort for a piece, even if 
the process gets super hec-
tic,” said Barczak.

Barczak plans to further 
her love for theater by major-
ing in it at a traditional liberal 
arts college, then pursuing 
directing as a career.

“I’m really excited to 
be in a place where it will 
be accepted for me to make 
theater my main focus, be-
cause it’s so hard here,” said 
Barczak. “But especially for 
directors, you want that ed-
ucational background too, 
because you’re putting out 
plays that you want to un-
derstand the themes and 
backgrounds of. But I know 
theater is what I want to do.”

Kalina Ko

David Benedict: Energy and Emotion over Exactness 

Frantically waving 
a stuffed tiger around 
backstage, David Bene-
dict ’15 tried to remind 
the actors of their lines 
during a 24-hour-play 
he directed in his Lower 
year. Having rehearsed 
for 12 hours that day, 
Benedict, in his excite-
ment to perfect other as-
pects of the play, forgot to 
allow his actors sufficient 
time to rehearse lines. 
While his actors were 
able to improvise through 
the moment, the mishap 
also solidified Benedict’s 
philosophy regarding 
theatre.

 “You need to know 
your lines and your 
blocking and stuff, but at 
the end of the day, if you 
enjoy [the show] and if 
you enjoy yourselves, the 
audience is going to enjoy 

it too and that’s all that 
matters even if you com-
pletely screw everything 
up,” said Benedict.

Benedict has been 
putting his theater phi-
losophy into action since 
Kindergarten when a 
family friend created a 
community theater, and 
he earned a role in the 
first play. When he came 
to Andover as a Junior, 
Benedict became actively 
involved in every aspect 
of theater – from acting 
to directing to tech.

“Andover’s been really 
amazing in giving me and 
all the other students in 
the theater department 
the opportunity to take 
initiative and lead and 
try our own projects. And 
even if it isn’t necessarily 
our own projects, we can 
take a big leadership role 
in other productions,” 
said Benedict.

 During his Junior 
year, Benedict directed 
his first play, a DramaL-

ab called “Fireworks.” 
The play focused on a 
father returning from 
World War II and taking 
his children to see fire-
works on the beach. Over 
the course of the play, the 
father slowly reveals that 
he will be divorcing the 
children’s mother.

 “It was just such 
a beautifully complex 
show because you had 
the daughter trying to 
wrestle with the fact that 
her father was going to 
be leaving… But then you 
also have the younger 
brother who totally didn’t 
get any of this and [was] 
making all of these crude 
jokes. It was definitely 
my favorite play I’ve ever 
directed and probably my 
best piece of directing 
ever,” said Benedict.

 After directing sev-
en DramaLabs, Benedict 
became a Drama Lab 
Producer for his Senior 
year. Benedict applied 
for Producer because he 

wanted to preserve the 
Drama Lab atmosphere 
as a place for students to 
try new things.

 “Sometimes [Drama 
Labs are] great – some-
times they’re not – but it 
doesn’t matter. The point 
is that you go in there and 
you try stuff and you have 
fun with it. I feel like it’s 
so rare that people have 
a safe space where they 
have the opportunity to 
try whatever and if it isn’t 
perfect, that’s ok,” said 
Benedict.

Morgan Kuin

Emma Kukielski: Bringing Social Justice to the Stage

While starring along-
side her two triplet sis-
ters as one of the three 
little pigs in a Pre-K 
production of “The 
Three Little Pigs,” Emma 
Kukielski ’15 discovered 
her passion for theater. 
Kukielski continued to 
participate in mandatory 
productions throughout 
her elementary and mid-
dle school years, further 
developing as an actress.

 “I wanted to get good 
at theater because I was 
a very competitive child… 
It just felt like theater 
was something I should 
do. And I stuck with it 
because being on stage 
and having the oppor-
tunity to take on anoth-
er personality is a really 
empowering experience. 
I don’t want to say that it 
gets boring getting stuck 
inside your own head, 

but sometimes you need a 
break and exploring what 
it’s like being another 
person is a lot of fun to 
me,” said Kukielski.

 When Kukielski came 
to Andover, she was im-
mediately drawn to Dra-
maLabs after seeing her 
first production her low-
er fall. Kukielski claims 
being casted in her 
first DramaLab was her 
proudest moment in her 
Andover theater career.

 “I came into this 
school so nervous and so 
scared. I felt a little in-
adequate because I saw 
all of these great actors, 
and I was like, ‘I don’t 
think I can do that.’ Then 
I went on stage and… 
people laughed so hard, 
and some said it was one 
of the best DramaLabs 
they’ve ever seen and 
I was like, ‘Wow, that’s 
crazy!’” said Kukielski.

 Kukielski’s continu-
ous enthusiasm for Dra-
maLabs helped her land 

the role as DramaLab 
Producer during her Se-
nior year. As Producer, 
Kukielski worked with 
the theater department to 
incorporate social justice 
issues into theater pro-
ductions such as “Hands 
Up: 6 Playwrights, 6 Tes-
taments.”

“Since coming to An-
dover, activism and di-
versity have both been 
issues I care a lot about. 
Something that always 
bugged me about the 
theater departments I’ve 
been a part of in the past 
was how white and West-
ern every single play 
was. There were would 
be roles that students of 
any ethnic or racial back-
ground could take on, but 
there weren’t ever really 
any roles that were spe-
cifically for students of 
color or [there weren’t] 
shows based on wom-
en’s issues or things like 
that. I’ve wanted to try to 
make that happen in An-

dover’s theater depart-
ment,” said Kukielski.

Working with her fel-
low producers, Michaela 
Barczack ’15 and David 
Benedict ’15, has helped 
Kukielski to explore oth-
er aspects of theater.

“When I came here, 
I thought, ‘I’m an ac-
tress, I act, that is it,’” 
said Kukielski. “And with 
[Benedict], he does ev-
erything: he directs, he 
acts, he does tech, sound, 
lights, stage managing 
and he’s really good at it. 
So he taught me it’s pos-
sible to do more than one 
thing and to do them all 
well. And [Barczack and 
Benedict] both taught me 
about directing – by just 
seeing their shows and 
just talking with them.”

 Kukielski is looking 
forward to participating 
in extracurricular the-
ater programs at college, 
specifically a Shake-
speare troupe.

Cindy Chen

Scott Macdonald: Making Theatrical Magic Backstage

For Scott MacDonald 
’15, sound design requires 
a process. MacDonald 
described to The Phillip-
ian how he first discuss-
es with a play’s director 
and his fellow designers 
all the places in a script 
where sound effects could 
and should be added. He 
marks these spots, then 
turns to his computer 
and starts to research the 
play’s historical time pe-
riod so the sound will fit 
that era. He accumulates a 
collection of sounds, plac-
es them into a software 
and installs that into the 
theater’s sound system. 
As rehearsals go on, Mac-
Donald will adjust timing 
so the sounds are cued 
perfectly.

Long before he began 
applying this process as a 

sound designer, MacDon-
ald was an actor himself. 
His theater career began 
in middle school when 
he acted in summer camp 
plays. After coming to An-
dover, MacDonald soon 
realized that he was far 
more interested in the be-
hind-the-scenes theater 
work. MacDonald became 
stage manager of Shake-
speare’s “Much Ado about 
Nothing,” directed by Ari-
anna Chang ’13, his Lower 
Spring, and the play was 
his first major production.

 “Storytelling is one 
of the most basic forms 
that we use to communi-
cate, share experiences, 
emotions, opinions and 
morals. Theater is live 
storytelling, and it’s this 
sharing of the human ex-
perience in-person that 
sets theater apart. As a 
theatrical designer, my 
role is to support the ac-
tor in their storytelling, 
further immersing the au-

dience in the setting and 
emotion of the story,” said 
MacDonald.

 MacDonald’s biggest 
project to date has been 
this fall’s Theatre-920 
play “Nine Parts of De-
sire.” Working alongside 
Allen Grimm, Instructor 
in Theatre, MacDonald 
did both scenic and sound 
design.

“I had never done 
scenic design to a full ex-
tent before, so ‘Nine Parts 
of Desire’ was a really 
neat experience because 
[Grimm] really taught me 
how to be able to carry out 
a scenic design process – 
doing scale drawings or 
hand-drafting [designs],” 
said MacDonald.

 While creating the 
sound cues for “Nine Parts 
of Desire,” MacDonald 
thought a lot about how 
the audience would un-
derstand the play’s story.

“[Especially in ‘Nine 
Parts of Desire’], because 

the show was made up of 
monologues, the audience 
only had that one char-
acter at a time to make a 
connection with, so you 
have to help them make 
that connection. The ac-
tresses were also telling 
a story that may be hard 
for the audience to relate 
to, so I chose to create a 
sequence of sound that 
replicates [the specific 
scenarios]. That really 
helped place the audience 
into the character’s shoes, 
and they can relate and 
feel that emotion that the 
character is now express-
ing to them,” said Mac-
Donald.

MacDonald will be 
furthering his love for 
theatrical sound design 
at Carnegie Mellon Uni-
versity’s School of Drama. 
Looking ahead, he plans 
on pursuing a profession-
al career as a sound de-
signer.

Peyton Alie
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Michaela Barczak ’15 found a passion for directing 
while at Andover.
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Emma Kukielski ’15 made it a goal to bring social 
justice issues to Andover’s Theater Department.
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Scott Macdonald ’15 will study sound design next year 
at Carnegie Mellon University’s School of Drama.

T.RYNNE/THE PHILLIPIAN

David Benedict ’15 grew up acting in community 
theater.
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On the Stage...
Grasshopper

     Staff Report

“Don’t get too close. 
It’s dark inside. It’s where 
my demons hide,” sings 
Nathaniel Redding ’16, a 
member of The Yorkies, 
Andover’s all-male a ca-
pella group. With thick 
fog clouding the stage 
of Tang Theater around 
him, Redding will sing a 
solo during The Yorkies’ 
rendition of the hit song 
“Demons” by Imagine 
Dragons during Grass-
hopper Night, one of Fam-
ily Weekend’s signature 
events. With four perfor-
mances this year, over 100 
students will showcase 
a variety of music, dance 
and theater talents at 
Grasshopper.

“Grasshopper is Ando-
ver’s biggest school-wide 
talent show of the year. 
It gives all different types 
of clubs, ensembles and 
small groups the oppor-
tunity to share their work. 
The advantage of having it 
on Family Weekend is that 
the performers not only 
get to share their work 
with their fellow peers 
but with their families as 
well. Plus it’s a great way 
for families to get an idea 
of the different perform-
ing-arts extracurriculars 
that Andover has to offer,” 
said Michaela Barczak ’15, 
Music Director for Grass-
hopper.

Because Grasshop-
per Night is so close to 
Halloween this year, the 
theme for the show is 
“Haunted.”

“I’m most excited 
about our theme this year. 
We got a great variety of 
acts who played with all 
different types of ‘Haunt-
ed,’ from the silly Hallow-
een side to the darker side 
of nightmares and spirits. 

I think it really makes the 
show stand out from pre-
vious years,” said Barczak.

Sergio De Iudicibus 
’16 and Angela Tang ’16 
kick off the night, play-
ing Camille Saint-Saëns’s 
“Danse Macabre” on 
the piano and the vio-
lin, respectively. Behind 
the duo, a video entitled 
“Midnight Dance” is pro-
jected. De Iudicibus and 
Tang’s playing coordi-
nates with the movements 
in the spooky video, which 
depicts a clock striking 
midnight as dead bodies 
rise from their graves and 
swirl through the night.

“‘Danse Macabre’ can 
be loosely translated to 
‘Death Dance.’ Although it 

is of a very somber char-
acter, it is not devoid of 
beautifully romantic and 
memorable melodies,” 
said De Iudicibus in an 
email to The Phillipi-
an. “We chose to project 
‘Midnight Dance’ in the 
background because it is 
a very applicable artistic 
representation of what 
the piece tries to convey. 
The piece is centered 
around death, so the art-
ist chose skeletons as the 
video’s characters, but the 
piece is also very roman-
tic, so the video recounts 
the story of a relationship 
between two skeletons.”

Dressed in simple 
black dresses, Phoebe 
Gould ’15, Vienna Kuhn 

’16 and Camille Price ’15 
sing “Somebody’s Eyes” 
from the musical “Foot-
loose.” The trio begins the 
number with black masks 
covering their eyes, but 
throws them off after the 
first chorus. Seho Young 
’15 accompanies the girls 
on piano.

“‘Somebody’s Eyes’ es-
sentially suggests that, no 
matter how private or in-
conspicuous you consider 
your life, there is always 
somebody out there that is 
watching you and decon-
structing your actions,” 
said Price in an email to 
The Phillipian. “This idea 
of constant scrutinization 
is quite disturbing — we 
decided that a spooky take 

on this idea could fit quite 
well into the ‘Haunted’ 
theme.”

Blue Strut, Andover’s 
student-run jazz dance 
group, is performing a 
contemporary jazz dance 
to the Arctic Monkeys 
song “You’re So Dark.” 
At the beginning of the 
dance, a dimly-lit stage 
with a white background 
shows the silhouettes 
of the dancers perform-
ing their signature sultry 
head rolls, slow walks 
and hip movements. The 
lights come up as the 
motions quicken and the 
dancers execute multiple 
turns and high kicks while 
twisting their arms.

“‘You’re So Dark’ is 

about a pretty creepy girl. 
She hangs out in grave-
yards and reads H.P. 
Lovecraft and Edgar Allen 
Poe. It was an obvious fit 
for the theme,” said Ol-
ivia Berkey ’15, Co-Head 
of Blue Strut. “But more 
than that, [Marion Kudla 
’15, the other Co-Head of 
Blue Strut,] and I saw the 
song as an opportunity to 
explore equally creepy 
movements and choreog-
raphy to go hand in hand 
with the music.”

Editor’s Note: Nathan-
iel Redding ’16 is a Car-
tooning Editor for The 
Phillipian.
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Nathaniel Redding ’16 belts a solo during The Yorkies performance.

Indy Sobol

Standing high on 
stilts and wearing a tow-
ering blue wig, Kevin 
Graber, Associate Dean 
of Admission, enters the 
stage in Tang Theater, 
blowing kisses and wav-
ing to the audience. Play-
ing the role of Mother 
Ginger, Graber sudden-
ly pulls up the hem of 
his skirt, and a gaggle of 
young faculty children 
emerges from the ruffles.

Mother Ginger is 
one of several charac-
ters in the ballet, “The 
Nutcracker,” which An-
dover students, faculty 
and faculty children, as 
well as visiting dancers 
from the Boston Ballet, 
have performed bian-
nually since 1996. The 
classic ballet, which fea-
tures the music of Py-
otr Ilyich Tchaikovsky, 
tells the story of Clara, a 

young girl who receives 
a nutcracker doll from 
her mysterious Uncle 
Drosselmeyer. Clara is 
then transported to a 
dreamy world that fea-
tures snowstorms, for-
eign candy and a beauti-
ful prince.

While the original 
ballet is set in Germany 
in the late 19th Century, 
Andover’s production 
takes place in Andover, 
Mass., during the time 
of the Revolutionary 
War. Several scenes are 
adapted for this change. 
For example, the Christ-
mas party at which Clara 
receives the nutcracker 
doll takes place in a barn, 
and the costumes in the 
party scene reflect the 
typical styles of the time 
period.

“The new setting 
makes the entire show 
more accessible to the 
audience. The town of 
Andover has a rich histo-
ry in and of itself, so it’s 
definitely more appro-

priate and approachable 
for the people coming 
to watch the show,” said 
Janice Cheon ’16, who 
plays the Snow Queen 
during the second two 
shows.

The role of Clara is 
played by Lizzie McGo-
nagle ’16 for the first two 
shows and Olivia Berkey 
’15 for the last two shows.

“Playing Clara is ev-
ery little dancer’s dream. 
As a little girl, I remem-
ber watching ‘The Nut-
cracker’ and thinking, 
‘I want to be her,’” said 
McGonagle. “Clara is 
the central character 
that creates continuity 
throughout the ballet. 
She is young and playful 
and showcases the bal-
let... through the lens of 
a child. I think all of us 
were Clara at one point, 
in the sense that we all 
dreamed fantastically 
imaginary dreams.”

Act I opens with 
Clara and her little 
brother in the barn, pre-

paring    for the 
Christmas party. 
Guests, played 
by various fac-
ulty members 
and faculty 
children, trick-
le in, engaging 
in lightheart-
ed dancing and 
entertainment. 
Eventually, Un-
cle Drosselmeyer, 
played by Car-
los Hoyt, Asso-
ciate Dean of 
Students for 
Personal 
and Com-
m u n i t y 
Education, 
arrives and 
gives gifts to 
the children, in-
cluding the nut-
cracker to Clara.

Later that night, 
Uncle Drosselmeyer 
brings the nutcrack-
er to life. The living 
soldier, played by 
Jaleel Williams ’15, 
takes Clara on a jour-

ney through the Land 
of the Sweets for Act II, 
which follows Clara and 

the Nutcracker watch-
ing dancers portray-
ing characters such 
as Spanish choco-
late, Chinese tea and 

a Danish shepherd-
ess. Presiding 

over the Land 
of the Sweets 

is the 

Sugar Plum 
Fairy and her Cava-
lier, played by Da-

lay Parrondo and 
Bradley Schla-
gheck, soloists 
from the Boston 
Ballet.

Represent-
ing coffee in 

the Land of the 
Sweets, the Arabian 
dance begins with the 
lead dancer (Erica Nork 
’16 for the first three 
shows and Marion Kud-
la ’15 for the last show) 
arching her back and 

turning slowly as four 
backup dancers flutter a 
transparent white sheet 
in front of her, resting 
it on top of her face to 
create a silhouette. Jack 
McGovern ’15 enters 
the stage to perform in-
tricate partnering work 
with the lead dancer.

“[Arabian] adds deca-
dence, a warm and opu-
lent mystery [to the bal-
let],” wrote Nork in an 
email to The Phillipian. 
“When dancing the role, 
it helps me to imagine 
the nature of the charac-
ter as a reflection of the 
choreography. Some de-
scriptions that come to 
mind are as follows: elu-
sive, omniscient, aloof. 
The Arabian dance is 
such an abrupt change in 
the overall mood in the 
ballet, from jovial to sud-
denly mysterious, and it 
sticks in the mind of the 
audience as something 
very different.”

J.BECKWITH/THE PHILLIPIAN

Claire Glover ’16, dancing as Harlequin, helps Hannah Beaudoin ’17, dancing as Columbine, balance in an arabesque.
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Jaleel Williams: From Novice to Nutcracker

Kalina Ko
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Jaleel Williams ’15 as the Nutracker in this winter’s production of “The Nut-
cracker.”
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Marion Kudla ’15 as the Dew Drop Fairy in this winter’s production of “The 
Nutracker.”

Marion Kudla: Born for Ballet

Dressed in a blue and 
silver tutu, Marion Kudla 
’15 glides across the stage of 
Tang Theatre in an intricate 
series of pirouettes and fou-
ette turns. She lands her last 
turn, finishing the sequence 
and flashing a smile at the 
audience while leaping off 
stage. Kudla performed this 
scene as the Dew Drop Fairy 
in this winter’s production 
of “The Nutcracker.”

 “The Nutcracker” is just 
one of numerous perfor-
mances in which Kudla has 
participated as a member of 
Blue Strut, Andover’s jazz 
dance ensemble and Ando-
ver Dance Group (ADG), 
Andover’s audition-only 
advanced modern dance 
group. After leaving her 
previous, pre-professional 
dance school, Kudla entered 
Andover as a new lower and 
joined these groups imme-
diately.

“The year before I came 
to Andover, I was dancing 
all the time, and, in a way, 
it was the equivalent of 
Andover academics in dance 
form. It was straining and 
demanding, both physically 
and emotionally. Also, since 
many of the people I was 
around wanted to become 
dancers, and the dance 
world is highly competitive, 
it wasn’t necessarily the 
healthiest environment,” 
said Kudla. “At Andover, 
dance hasn’t been that 
source of stress like it was 
before. It’s been a place for 
me to momentarily forget 
about all the things I have to 
do for my academic classes.”

 When Kudla arrived 
at Andover, her outlook on 
dance drastically changed 
due to the support of both 
teachers and peers in the 
studio.

“When I came here, I 
felt like I was free to explore 

more artistry, and I feel 
like I’ve definitely gotten 
freer with my movements. I 
haven’t really been as afraid 
to explore or to express 
because I know that no one’s 
going to yell at me for doing 
that or for doing something 
wrong or for going out of the 
box and trying to do some-
thing,” said Kudla.

 Kudla specifically 
recognizes Judith Womb-
well, Instructor and Chair 
in Dance, and Erin Strong, 
Instructor in Dance, as two 
mentors. Kudla said, “They 
helped push me to that point 
of artistry because I never 
really had that experience 
before.”

Kudla also notes the im-
portance of her peers while 
dancing, saying that she 
made her valuable friend-
ships at Andover through 
dance.

“I’ve found that dancers 
very quickly form friend-
ships here at Andover be-
cause we’re sort of a minori-

ty on campus. Consequently, 
some of my closest friends 
are dancers. We create very 
strong bonds because we’re 
around each other all the 
time,” said Kudla.

 The opportunity to cre-
ate amongst this small group 
contributes to Kudla’s love 
for dancing.

“When I perform, I 
think I am proud more of 
everyone in the show, rather 
than just my own perfor-
mance or my own accom-
plishments. I’m just proud 
that all of us come together 
to create something. Espe-
cially at Andover, the shows 
at the beginning of tech 
week are sort of messy, and 
then by the end, we really 
pull it together and there is 
such a great camaraderie,” 
said Kudla.

Kudla is looking forward 
to replicating her Andover 
dance career in college by 
participating in groups simi-
lar to Blue Strut and ADG.

Alice Tang

J.BECKWITH/THE PHILLIPIAN

Marion Kudla ’15 was co-head of Blue Strut and a 
member of Andover Dance Group.

E.KAUFMANN-LADUC/THE PHILLIPIAN

Jaleel Williams ’15

At the end of this year’s 
Winter Term, Jaleel Wil-
liams ’15 earned the “most 
improved” award for bal-
let. Having only begun 
dance Lower year, Wil-
liams has grown immense-
ly in this artform.

 “Before Andover, I was 
really interested in musi-
cal theater so I’d done cho-
reography in that and I’d 
done classes that taught 
you song and dance, but… 
there’s always been some-
thing about dance alone 
that’s intrigued me… it was 
this forbidden fruit that I 
didn’t allow myself to real-
ly want until it made itself 
available for me,” said Wil-
liams.

Lower year, Williams 
auditioned for that win-
ter’s production of ‘The 
Nutcracker’ and per-
formed as a Russian sweet. 
Senior year, Williams was 
cast as the Nutcracker, the 
lead role. Initially, Wil-

liams was apprehensive of 
this role after hearing that 
it was just an acting part 
with movement. Williams 
began to appreciate the 
role, however, when Ju-
dith Wombwell, Instructor 
and Chair in Dance, added 
additional choreography.

 “I was really concerned 
because the first year they 
did ‘The Nutcracker,’ they 
defined the [role of the] 
Nutcracker as… an acting 
part with movement… and 
I was like, I’m a real danc-
er now, I don’t want [to 
play] the Nutcracker... But 
then [Wombwell] com-
pletely changed the cho-
reography for me ... It was 
just an amazing experi-
ence to see... a role change 
because she knew I could 
do more,” said Williams.

 Being in ‘The Nut-
cracker’ allowed Williams 
to connect even further 
with the Andover dance 
community. Even as a 
Lower, fellows dancers 
provided Williams with 
a safe and comfortable 
space.

 “There was no big 
audition that we were all 

going for. There was no 
competition. Most danc-
ers here don’t necessarily 
want to be professional 
dancers when they grow 
up. We’re all just interest-
ed in dance and love this 
craft. We’re all at differ-
ent levels but despite that, 
we’re still a community. 
This community has al-
lowed me to take the kinds 
of risks that allow me to 
grow so much in such a 
short amount of time,” said 
Williams.

 One of Williams’s 
proudest moments while 
at Andover was executing 
a successful  “a la seconde” 
turn, which is a continu-
ous movement in which 
a dancer turns and jumps 
with one leg held strong-
ly out to the side. Since 
beginning to dance, suc-
cessfully executing an “a 
la seconde” turn has been 
one of Williams’ biggest 
goals.

“It was just wild for me 
to even think about get-
ting that far because [the 
turn] just seemed like this 
impossible thing that even 
dancers who have danced 
for years couldn’t do and… 
I thought, ‘How could I get 
to that level in such a short 
amount of time?’ Then I 
did, and that was really 
awesome… It just inspired 
me to discover the best 
dancer I could be,” said 
Williams.

Williams does not plan 
to be a professional dancer 
but does hope to continue 
dancing next year at Co-
lumbia University. Specif-
ically, Williams plans on 
auditioning for the ballet 
company at Columbia and 
exploring other dance 
forms. 

“I always want dance 
to be a role in my life and 
I want to learn as much 
about it and delve as deep-
ly into it as possible… I 
definitely want to use 
college and the rest of my 
life to explore what dance 
means to me,” said Wil-
liams. 
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Student Musicians Share Talent in China

Ready to start a daily 
rehearsal at Shanghai Da-
tong High School in Chi-
na, Sergio De Iudicibus ’16 
notices something wrong 
after striking a key on the 
piano. After lifting the 
piano’s lid to investigate, 
he discovers chopsticks, 
coins, scraps of metal and 
other debris scattered in-
side the instrument. De 
Iudicibus said that he and 
his fellow pianists could 
not suppress their laugh-
ter, despite being in the 
middle of an important 
rehearsal.

De Iudicibus’s discov-
ery in the piano was one 
of several lighthearted 
moments on the Music 
Department’s week long 
tour of Shanghai during 
Spring Break. 70 students, 
hailing from Andover’s 
Chorus, Academy Or-
chestra, Fidelio Society 
and faculty members em-
barked on the trip, which 
was designed to allow An-
dover students to share 
their love of music with 
young Chinese musicians.

James Orent, Orches-
tra conductor said, “With 
the advent of airplanes, 
rockets, television, ra-
dio and the internet, the 
world has become a much 
smaller place – not physi-
cally, but just in terms of 

the immediacy of contact. 
For years and years and 
years, there have been 
global conflicts. How do 
we reach out to each oth-
er and find a common lan-
guage, a common ground 
with the interests that we 
share together, commu-
nity, security and so on? 
How do we learn about 
each other’s cultures? 
That [was] basically the 
motive behind the trip 
– to open those lines of 
communication – and it 
was very successful.”

The tour culminated 
in a performance at the 
Shanghai Symphony Or-
chestra Hall that included 
a total of 400 perform-
ers from both Andover 
and Datong High School. 
As the first high school 
group to perform in the 
new symphony hall build-
ing, Andover musicians 
performed to a crowd of 
1,200 people, which in-
cluded Head of School 
John Palfrey and Acade-
my Award-winning com-
poser Tan Dun.

Tony Faller ’18, a mem-
ber of Chorus, wrote in an 
email to The Phillipian, 
“Everything came togeth-
er for the big concert at 
the Shanghai Symphony 
Hall. In conjunction with 
the Orchestra, [our per-
formance of Carl Orff ’s 
Number 24 of the Carmi-
na Burana, Blanziflor et 
Helena] sounded espe-
cially nice. The acoustics 

added another second of 
reverb to it, and so every-
thing kind of melded to-
gether to make one really 
big, beautiful chord.”

In preparation for 
their final performance 
at the Shanghai Sympho-
ny Orchestra Hall, Ando-
ver musicians rehearsed 
daily with students from 
Datong High School. An-
dover students were able 
to get out of their comfort 
zone in these rehearsals 

by learning and playing 
Chinese music on their 
Western instruments.

Charles Stacy ’16 
wrote in an email to The 
Phillipian, “Just being in 
rehearsal with Datong 
students and sitting with 
them before, during and 
after the performance was 
proof enough that the stu-
dents at our sister school 
and at Andover are no dif-
ferent. We were all laugh-
ing and talking together 

in the outside backstage 
hallway, taking pictures, 
exchanging contact infor-
mation.”

While mornings on the 
trip were devoted to re-
hearsal, afternoons were 
reserved for cultural out-
ings, including visits to 
the Oriental Pearl Tower, 
Shanghai Museum of Art, 
Yu Gardens, Tan Dun’s 
Water Heavens, Nanjing 
Pedestrian Road and a 
water town called Zhuji-

aojiao.
Aditi Kannan ’18, a vi-

olinist in Andover’s Or-
chestra, wrote in an email 
to The Phillipian, “When 
we went sightseeing, I 
really enjoyed taking in 
the completely different 
culture. It was very in-
teresting to eat different 
foods, bargain and notice 
the different lifestyle the 
Chinese people had.”

Visting Boys Choir Combines 
Innocence and Depth

Dressed in bright 
red robes and singing a 
Gregorian chant entitled 
“Salve Mater Miseri-
cordiae” in clear voices, 
elementary and middle 
school-aged boys from 
the St. Paul’s Choir 
School in Cambridge, 
Mass., walked down the 
aisles of Cochran Chap-
el, heading toward the 
stage.

The choir, which in-
cludes boys aged nine to 
14, sang liturgical music 
ranging from Gregorian 
chants to contemporary 
hymns on Sunday, Janu-
ary 18.

John Robinson, Di-
rector and Conductor of 
the St. Paul’s Choir, said, 
“[The strongest musical 
aspect of the choir is] 
probably their [fearless-
ness] because they’re so 
young and inexperienced 
with concert scenarios. 
They don’t really think 
about it. They don’t pro-
cess it like adults. They 
don’t have that kind of 
situation where they’re 
getting nervous in quite 
the same way.… They’re 
not set in their ways so 
much; they can some-
times respond in perfor-
mance.”

In addition to the 
choir, the concert also 
featured ninth-grad-
er and St. Paul’s Choir 
alumnus Forrest Eimold, 
a talented organist. He 
played a piece entitled 

“Livre du Saint Sacre-
ment: XIII. Les deux 
murailles d’eau,” or “The 
Two Walls of Water,” 
by Olivier Messian, a 
contemporary French 
composer.

The piece began 
with a series of loud, 
dissonant chords that 
ascended and descend-
ed through consecutive 
notes. These jarring 
yet flowing movements 
mimicked the sound of a 
waterfall, true to the title 
of the piece.

“[Eimold] is fantas-
tic.… Normally people 
in college [or] graduate 
school would be playing 
pieces of that caliber, 
and he’s in ninth grade. 
He’s very mature in his 
ability to interpret really 
complex music,” said Dr. 
Abbey Siegfried, Or-
ganist and Instructor in 
Music.

The singers conclud-
ed the program with 
“A Song of Wisdom” by 
Charles Villiers Stan-
ford. Light organ accom-
paniment introduced 
the melody while the 
boys sang softly. Later, 
the piece sped up and 
increased dramatically 
in volume and energy, 
transforming into a 
march that exhibited 
the singers’ vocal range 
and ability to transition 
between high and low 
notes.

“[A Song of Wisdom] 
was kind of inspiring in 
a way. The song and how 
the choir sounded just 
awoke some emotions 
in me,” said audience 

member Lara Guvelioglu 
’16. “The song’s rhythm 
was very inspiring and 
hopeful.… I felt a good 
kind of sadness, bliss, 
determination and hope.”

After the concert, 
Robinson hosted a 
workshop for interested 
students, teaching them 
how to read a Gregorian 
chant called “Dominica 
II. Post Epiphaniam.” Be-
cause Gregorian chants 
are not written in the 
same way as most music 
is today, the expression 
and interpretation of the 
piece is more flexible.

“I liked being able 
to work [step-by-step] 
through [the piece.] 
Starting simple, starting 
with numbers and the pi-
ano and then taking away 
each part one by one un-
til we built ourselves up 
to the chant. It was really 
cool, and you saw the 
freedom that came once 
you reached that level,” 
said Michaela Barczak 
’15, who participated in 
the workshop.

The concert was 
funded by an Abbot 
Academy Association 
grant that was initiated 
by Tom Burnett ’15.

“I graduated from the 
St. Paul’s Choir School in 
2011, and it was a really 
big part of my childhood, 
a big part of who I am 
and really important to 
me. I wanted to share 
that with the Andover 
community. I wanted to 
share that huge influence 
on who I am and my 
identity,” said Burnett.

Kalina Ko

Academy Bands Bring
Disney Films to Life

With a smooth yet 
ominous tone, french 
horns and clarinets be-
gan to play a melody that 
sounded vaguely like that 
of a familiar movie score. 
Suspense built up until a 
barrage of trumpets and 
saxophones shattered 
the opening sequence 
with jazzy, high-pitched 
notes. All of the instru-
ments joined to play the 
recognizable, opening 
theme from the Pixar 
film “The Incredibles.” 
The theme from “The 
Incredibles” was one of 
several songs played in 
the Cochran Chapel at 
the Academy Concert 
Bands performance on 
Friday, May 8.

Student performers 
were joined by Quint-
essential Brass, a guest 
ensemble composed 
of trumpeters Mike 
Peipman and Dave Bur-
dett, horn player Robin 
Milinazzo, trombonist 
and Adjunct Instructor 
in Music David Lindsey 
and Leslie Havens, bass 
trombonist and tubist. 
The group played four 
songs, including the clas-
sic baseball tune “Take 
Me Out to the Ballgame” 
and a mash-up of melo-
dies from the “Pirates of 
the Caribbean” films.

“It seemed like a good 
idea to have Quintessen-
tial Brass play because 
one member of that en-
semble, Robin Milinazzo, 
is faculty, so it’s nice to 
have faculty members 
bring in other people 
that they perform with 
who aren’t here. And it’s 
always good for a player 
of any instrument to be 
standing next to and 
hearing firsthand people 
who are playing profes-
sionally the instrument 
that a student plays. It’s 
a very, very effective 
way of showing students 
what can be done,” said 
Vincent Monaco, In-
structor in Music and 
Co-Conductor of the 
Academy Concert Band.

A smaller ensemble 
comprised of members 
of the Academy Con-
cert Band, L’Insieme di 
Martedi Sera, opened the 
concert. They performed 
four songs including Karl 
King’s “Alamo March.” 
Blaring trumpets and 
fast-paced drums created 
a lively, upbeat mood, 
with the flute providing 
a gentle undertone.

Henry Desai ’17, a 
clarinetist in L’Insieme 
di Martedi Sera, said, “I 
think [‘Alamo March’] 
was a great piece. I 
especially liked the trio 
format of this one. The 
part which I was playing 
- Clarinet III - did not 

provide much of a chal-
lenge, and, consequently, 
was quite enjoyable to 
play since it provided a 
break from some of the 
harder pieces which we 
played.”

The concert ended 
with the full Acade-
my Concert Band and 
Quintessential Brass 
performing three songs, 
including the energetic 
medley of “The Incred-
ibles” songs. For a less 
cinematic and more 
patriotic finale, the 
group played John Philip 
Sousa’s “The Liberty Bell 
March.” Forceful percus-
sion instruments com-
bined with the bouncing 
staccato notes from the 
flute in the lively ode to 
America.

Zizo Bahnasy ’17, 
clarinetist in the Acad-
emy Concert Band, said 
“I think we lived up to 
our expectations. We’ve 
been working 90 min-
utes a week for this, and 
this is the earliest we’ve 
had a performance since 
I’ve been here. I feel as 
though we accomplished 
more than we could have 
expected, [especially 
considering] there were 
so many people watch-
ing and we were able to 
perform with such great 
humor and entertain-
ment while under such a 
state of pressure.”

Zach Ruffin
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Andover students peformed at the Shanghai Symphony Orchestra.
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The St. Paul’s Choir School features boys aged from nine to 14.
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Derek Jacoby, Instructor in Music, conducts the Academy Concert Band.
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Behind the Scenes...
Senior Music Spotlights

Joshua Henderson ’15 plans to study music in 
college.

J.MORELAND/THE PHILLIPIAN

Bianca Navarro-Bowman ’15 began singing at the 
age of four.
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Seho Young ’15 started “Seho and Sons,” an 
on-campus band.

J.MORELAND/THE PHILLIPIAN

Nurilys Cintron ’15 sang at several ASMs through-
out the year.
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Amelia Rider
Nurilys Cintron

Students rose to their 
feet, cheering and applaud-
ing after Nurilys Cintron 
’15, a Post-Graduate from 
Lawrence, Mass., finished 
her soulful rendition of 
“Valerie” by Amy Wine-
house during the October 
22 All-School Meeting 
(ASM). Accompanied by 
Jack Orne ’15 on the guitar, 
Cintron’s powerful voice 
sang the arching melody 
and held the highest notes 
with rich vibrato.

Although that ASM was 
the first time many Ando-
ver students had seen Cin-
tron perform, it was not the 
last. Since coming to Ando-
ver in the fall, Cintron has 
performed at Grasshopper 
Night and several Cof-
feehouses and ASMs. She 
also joined Fidelio Society, 
Azure and Chorus – all 
groups that provide many 
performance opportuni-
ties, which is what Cintron 
loves most about singing.

“I love watching peo-
ple’s reactions whenever 
I sing. It’s always great 
to feel appreciated by my 

peers and the audience. 
Also, life just seems to get 
a little easier whenever I 
sing. As cliché as it seems, 
something about it just 
gives me the feeling that 
I’m letting go of any frus-
tration. I get to channel my 
anger or sadness into any 
song I like,” said Cintron.

While Cintron now 
thrives on performing for 
audiences, it was not un-
til a school trip in eighth 
grade that she discovered 
her love for and skill at 
singing.

“We were on our way 
back from the trip on a 
coach bus, and there was 
a microphone at the front 
that projected your voice 
throughout the whole bus. 
As a joke, I grabbed the mi-
crophone and started sing-
ing. All of my friends told 
me to keep on singing for 
the whole bus ride. That 
was the first time I sang in 
public, and that was when 
I realized that I had a tal-
ent,” she said.

Since then, Cintron has 
worked tirelessly to per-
fect her voice. She practic-
es regularly, intentionally 
choosing challenging piec-

es to push herself to a high-
er level.

“My favorite song 
that I have sung is ‘I Am 
Changing’ from the mu-
sical ‘Dreamgirls.’ I never 
thought that I’d be able to 
sing Jennifer Hudson. Jen-
nifer Hudson and Whitney 
Houston are so high up, so 
it’s a very vocally challeng-
ing song,” said Cintron.

Cintron stated that she 
draws inspiration from 
Hudson and Houston, as 
well as Beyoncé, because 
of their vocal talent and 
status as racial minorities 
in mainstream music.

“As a Latina, I love 
watching plays and mu-
sicals that relate to me. If 
there’s someone that re-
minds me of myself, it in-
spires me to work toward 
a similar goal. I see myself 
in them, and the stigma of 
being a Latina woman sud-
denly slips away, and I feel 
like I am capable of being 
as great as them,” said Cin-
tron. “I know for sure that 
in the future, I want Lati-
nas, especially in my home-
town, Lawrence, to think 
of me as someone they can 
look up to.”

Additionally, Cintron’s 
family, especially her 
mother, is her main source 
of motivation.

“It’s mostly my mom 
and my family’s support 
that inspire me. My moth-
er specifically has always 
loved to watch me per-
form, so it inspires me that 
to this day that she never 
gets tired of watching me 
perform,” said Cintron.

Cintron’s family has en-
couraged her to sing in var-
ious vocal competitions, 
including Merrimack Val-
ley Idol, a local singing 
contest in which Cintron 
won first place in the fall 
of 2013.

“Although I don’t like 
being an outright compet-
itive person, it’s nice to 
know that I deserve being 
noticed for what I’m good 
at. Merrimack Valley Idol, 
amongst other competi-
tions I have done, was a 
way to be recognized as 
a person who loves what 
she does and is good at it 
as well,” said Cintron in 
an email to The Phillipian. 
“I’m normally not nervous 
while competing, because 
whenever I compete, I 

know that I have done ev-
erything I could to prepare 
for the competition. If I 
ever mess up, it won’t be 
because I didn’t work my 
absolute hardest.”

Next year, Cintron will 

attend Susquehanna Uni-
versity in Selinsgrove, PA., 
and major in theater and 
creative writing. She plans 
to keep singing and per-
forming in musicals for as 
long as possible.

Joshua Henderson

When Joshua Hen-
derson ’15 was six years 
old, he asked Santa Claus 
for a violin after begin-
ning to learn the instru-
ment in school. Ever 
since those lessons and 
that specific request to 
the North Pole, Hender-
son has loved playing the 
violin.

 “Music informs ev-
erything that I do. As an 
art form, it’s the highest 
level of communication 
that we can achieve. 
It really allows you to 
connect with people on 
an emotional level that I 
don’t think language can 
do,” said Henderson.

 Along with the vio-
lin, Henderson plays the 
fiddle and the electric 
violin. He enjoys per-
forming bluegrass and 
rock music, in addition 
to songs in the classical 
genre.

 “I think a lot of clas-
sical musicians get stuck 
in this perspective where 
they think that classical 
music is the highest form 
of artistic expression and 
that learning other styles 
of music isn’t worth-
while… Growing up and 
learning another form of 
music has made me more 
willing to explore, and 
it’s been really reward-
ing,” said Henderson.

Henderson partici-
pates actively in Ando-
ver’s music department 
as a member of the Acad-
emy Chamber Orchestra, 
the Academy Symphony 
Orchestra and Origine 
Trio, and as the head of 
Chamber Music Society. 
Henderson particularly 
values his experiences in 
the Origine Trio and oth-
er chamber music groups 
as they’ve taught him to 
be mindful about playing 
with other musicians.

 “Chamber music is 
the most intellectual 
form of music because 
you can’t just be focused 
on your own playing. 
In orchestra, you can 

play and get lost in the 
bigger picture, but cham-
ber music is intimate 
enough that your playing 
is heard and every note 
– every mistake – is no-
ticed. But if you’re only 
focused on your own 
playing, it’ll sound terri-
ble,” said Henderson.

 In general, Hen-
derson loves reaching 
others through music. 
One of his favorite musi-
cal memories is the first 
time he performed at a 
wedding at age 12 when 
he “realized that [his] 
music can really impact 
people.” Henderson 
continues this impact in 
community service pro-
grams related to music, 
including Music for Life, 
a group that performs 
at retirement homes, 
and Andover-Lawrence 
Strings, in which he 
teaches students from 
Lawrence how to play 
the violin.

 “Since I was real-
ly young, community 
service and using music 
as a way to participate 
in that has been import-
ant. It started with my 
grandmother, who had 
Alzheimer’s. I would go 
to her retirement center 
and play for her… I think 
with older people, music 
has a way to bring back 
memories that they 
might not otherwise 
recall, and that’s import-
ant,” said Henderson.

 In college, Hender-
son will double-major in 
music performance and a 
liberal arts discipline.

 “I went to Ando-
ver thinking I was only 
going to be a musician, 
and coming here has al-
lowed me to expand my 
horizons academically. I 
could see myself pur-
suing a musical perfor-
mance career but also 
doing work in academia. 
I don’t want to close off 
either.”

Peyton Alie

Bianca Navarro-Bowman

Standing in a market-
place in Shanghai, China, 
Bianca Navarro-Bowman ’15 
smoothly blended her voice 
with those of other mem-
bers of the Fidelio Society 
in their lively rendition 
of “Somewhere Over the 
Rainbow” during the Music 
Department’s trip to China 
over Spring Break. Navar-
ro-Bowman recalled to The 
Phillipian that a crowd of 
people quickly gathered 
around the Andover music 
group and started taking 
pictures and humming 
along to the familiar tune. 
This moment highlights 
what Navarro-Bowman 
loves most about perform-
ing.

 “The thing about per-
forming is that while you’re 
making yourself happy by 
singing songs, you’re also 
making people around you 
happy too. And there’s no 
better feeling than when 
you’re harmonizing with 
someone, or you’re all just 
so in tune,” said Navar-
ro-Bowman. 

At the age of four, Navar-
ro-Bowman began her sing-
ing career when she joined 
The World Children’s Choir, 
a choir for kids aged four to 
18 in the Northern Virginia 
area. Navarro-Bowman 
quickly became passionate 
about the art and started 
focusing on singing classical 
music. 

“I love classical music, 
which is unusual, I think, 
for kids of our generation,” 
said Navarro-Bowman. 
“The harmonies in classical 
music are very unique and 
the amount you can do with 
it is really beautiful. Also, 
a base in classical music 
can help you understand 
and sing and appreciate all 
different types of music, 
because classical music 
is the original music that 
was written and listened 
to by the public. You can 
sort of see the progression 
so I think the history of it’s 
really cool.”

Navarro-Bowman dove 
into the music community 
her Junior year by joining 

Azure and Chorus, in addi-
tion to taking private vocal 
lessons. It wasn’t until her 
Upper year that Navar-
ro-Bowman was accepted 
into Fidelio Society and 
during her Senior year, she 
served as Co-Head.

 “[Singing] used to 
definitely just be an extra-
curricular to me, but having 
sung so much [at Andover], 
I consider it a big part of my 
life,” said Navarro-Bowman. 
“And the amount of support 
that there is [in the Ando-
ver Music Department] 
is wonderful… Out of 300 
submissions, I was one of 20 
finalists in the Filene Music 
Scholarship at Skidmore 
College competition, and I 
would have never been able 
to do that without the sup-
port of Andover music.”

 According to Navar-
ro-Bowman, her biggest 
solo moment at Andover 
was her Senior Recital 
because it showcased her 
improved confidence as a 
vocalist.

 “[At Andover], I’ve 
gained a lot more confi-
dence, and it really showed 
[at my Senior Recital],” said 
Navarro-Bowman. “With 
more confidence as a singer, 
you gain technique, because 
you’re allowing yourself 
to sing out louder and 
then you can catch more 
problems and fix them. If 
you sing louder, people are 
going to hear you better, and 
you’re going to gain more 
recognition.”

 Navarro-Bowman 
hopes to join choruses and a 
capella groups as a student 
at The College of William 
and Mary. She’s also consid-
ering minoring in music.

 “Andover set me up 
really well, because now 
I know to just go out for 
groups, because even if you 
don’t make things the first 
two times around, you can 
still keep trying and some-
how end up the Co-Pres-
ident for Fidelio,” Navar-
ro-Bowman said. “Andover 
taught me that especially in 
the world of music, which 
is such a competitive place, 
you just have to keep trying 
for it. That’s how you’re go-
ing to gain confidence and 
opportunity.”

Morgan Kuin

Seho Young

Standing at the center 
of the stage in Tang 
Theater, Seho Young ’15 
conducted the group 
Seho and Sons during 
their rendition of “Circus 
March” at Grasshopper 
Night his Lower Fall. 
While the performance 
of that song went well, 
Young described to The 
Phillipian that at the be-
ginning of the very same 
show, that the group had 
to deliver another unex-
pected performance.

“The first time Seho 
and Sons performed at 
Grasshopper would be 
one of the most memo-
rable. We were supposed 
to play ‘Circus March’ at 
the very beginning of the 
show but the producers 
of Grasshopper Night 
suddenly told us to play 
an interlude or prelude 
before [the show], as 
everyone was taking their 
seats. We had to come up 
with something on the 
spot, and Matt [Osborn 
’15 on the alto saxo-
phone] was just playing 
the tune to ‘Thrift Shop’ 
so we all caught on and 
jammed on that,” said 
Young.

Young started the 
namesake group just 
before Grasshopper 
auditions that season. For 
Young, playing with oth-
ers, especially his close 
friends, is part of what he 
loves most about music.

“For any musician, 
Andover obviously has a 
lot of opportunities. The 
thing I loved most is that 
there are a lot of people 
around you who you can 
play with, so it’s really 
easy to just start a band. 
There’s Grasshopper 
[and] Battle of the Bands, 
so you get to be close 
with fellow musicians. 
It’s a really small music 
world at Andover,” said 
Young. “I’ve definitely 
developed a more social 
side to my music playing. 
I play more in groups 
here [such as] chamber 
music, orchestra and 

bands. Before Andover I 
was more of a solo pia-
nist. That by itself has its 
own merits, but playing 
with others is a whole 
other half to music.”

 While he currently 
plays the trumpet and 
piano, dabbles in ukulele, 
writes original pieces 
and studies conducting, 
Young began his musical 
career at the age of eight 
with piano lessons.

“My very first teacher 
used to give a small piece 
of candy for every page I 
finished in a beginner’s 
piano book, and I loved 
candy (I still do), so I 
loved playing the piano. I 
was able to improve fairly 
quickly, catching up to 
friends who had started 
when they were four or 
younger. That’s also how 
I got several cavities,” 
wrote Young in an email 
to The Phillipian.

Even before those 
sugar-filled lessons be-
gan, Young was drawn to 
music.

“My inspiration used 
to be Seiji Ozawa. He’s a 
Japanese conductor and 
also a pianist. My parents 
told me that when I was 
little, I would stand and 
imitate his conducting 
with chopsticks. I think 
that’s how I got into mu-
sic,” said Young.

After coming to Ando-
ver, Young found James 
Orent, conductor, to be 
his mentor.

“[Orent], my conduct-
ing teacher, taught me 
not only how to conduct, 
but also how to become 
a leader. He’s helped me 
with organizing groups 
and ensembles like Seho 
and Sons… It takes a lot 
of power to lead any 
ensemble, so he taught 
me to be precise [and] be 
strict,” said Young.

While he does not 
intend on majoring in 
music in college, he plans 
to continue taking les-
sons and performing with 
groups so that music can 
remain a major aspect of 
his life.

Ryan O’Meara



In the Gallery...
Art 500 Installation

In the Gallery...
Addison Exhibits

Morgan Kuin

While perched on a 
ladder, Matt Alpert ’15 
was hanging up his dragon 
sculpture made of chicken 
wire and leaves when he 
heard a loud crack. The 
tree he was attaching the 
dragon to began to fall 
down, forcing Alpert to 
jump off of his ladder and 
crush the dragon’s head. 
After repairing the sculp-
ture and climbing up a dif-
ferent tree, Alpert finally 
hung up his dragon and 
completed his Art 500 in-
stallation.

Alpert is one of eight 

students in Art 500 who 
used the Cochran Bird 
Sanctuary as a gallery space 
for their work. Focusing 
on installation art, the stu-
dents utilized the Sanc-
tuary’s natural features in 
their artwork as well.

“The one stipulation 
that I had, which was very 
general, was that they 
take an idea, notion or ex-
pectation, part of which 
has to do with a place like 
the Sanctuary, and sub-
vert those notions,” said 
Therese Zemlin, Instructor 
of Art 500 and Chair in Art.

Art 500 student Alex 
Westfall ’15 hung a wide ar-
ray of analog clocks, rang-
ing from red and vintage 
to blue and square-shaped, 

on tree trunks in the Sanc-
tuary as part of her proj-
ect. The trees surrounded 
a bushel of bare branches 
from which handmade 
card prints dangled.

“My artwork was about 
disrupting the peace of the 
Sanctuary and bringing in 
the structure and rigidness 
of the Andover campus. 
For example, each card 
has a text of stuff from my 
planner glued onto it. The 
reason why I made the 
cards look like a deck of 
cards is because it’s sup-
posed to entice the viewer 
with something of leisure, 
like a game, but once you 
look closely it’s actually the 
opposite,” said Westfall.

Inspired by a poem en-

titled “Elves” that she once 
wrote in the Sanctuary, 
Olivia Legaspi ’15 created 
two pieces for the show. 
The first sculpture con-
sisted of plexiglass plates 
that were covered with 
lines from the poem. The 
plates were combined with 
segments of bamboo to 
form a low structure that 
curved around a base of a 
tree. For her second sculp-
ture, Legaspi used strings, 
wood scraps, chicken wire 
and nets made from white 
T-shirts to build three 
hanging, woven canopies.

“I’ve heard comments 
comparing [the canopies] 
to a family of jellyfish, but 
they were originally sup-
posed to resemble dream 

catchers because of the 
dream-like quality of the 
lives of the elves,” said Le-
gaspi.

A display of two human 
figures made of chicken 
wire, styrofoam and wood 
were seated beneath a 
white bed sheet was also in 
the show. A red door was 
tied to a nearby tree and 
propped open by a boot. 
Adding a dramatic effect, 
the erratic melody of the 
song “Fraxinus (Ash)” by 
Bartholomäus Traubeck 
emanated from the human 
figures under the sheet.

Haille McKenzie ’15, 
the artist of this set, want-
ed to use her project as a 
representation of the new 
parietal rule at Andover. 

“I just wanted to bring to 
light the issue of students 
being pushed to the sanc-
tuary due to being pushed 
out of the room,” she said.

McKenzie’s combina-
tion of visual art and music 
was unique to the Art 500 
show.

“[Fraxinus (Ash)] 
comes from this album 
[entitled “Years”] where 
[Bartholomäus Traubeck] 
sliced a tree and played 
its rings as a record and 
[the song] is what it would 
sound like if it was con-
verted to the piano. It’s 
supposed to represent time 
and years of students com-
ing to the sanctuary,” said 
McKenzie.

A.WESTFALL/THE PHILLIPIAN

To express rigidity in her piece, Alex Westfall ’15 used clocks and put pages of her planner onto prints that look like cards.

Lorna Simspon Retrospective 
Mixed Media and Memory

Standing against a dark 
background with her back 
toward the camera, an 
African-American woman 
wearing a crisp white top si-
multaneously pours water out 
of a silver pitcher and plastic 
jug in Lorna Simpson’s 1986 
piece “Waterbearer.” Inspired 
by historical paintings of 
women gathering water from 
wells, the photo highlights 
social inequity. Below the 
image, Simpson placed the 
quotation: “SHE SAW HIM 
DISAPPEAR BY THE RIV-
ER, THEY ASKED HER TO 
TELL WHAT HAPPENED, 
ONLY TO DISCOUNT HER 
MEMORY.”

The issues of race, class 
and history that Simpson 
features in “Waterbearer” 
have been trademark themes 
throughout her artistic career, 
which is being highlighted in 
“Lorna Simpson,” a new ex-
hibit at the Addison Gallery of 
American Art. The Addison is 
the first American institution 
to display this exhibit, which 
has traveled to museums in 

France, Germany and En-
gland. Guest-curated by Joan 
Simon, the retrospective show 
features several of Simpson’s 
photographs, videos and 
mixed media pieces from the 
mid-1980s through 2013.

The Addison has several 
pieces by Simpson in its 
permanent collection and 
has previously presented 
exhibitions of her work. 
When Simon suggested a 
retrospective of Simpson’s 
work, the Addison responded 
enthusiastically.

“Simpson’s work simul-
taneously incorporates and 
challenges the mediums 
of photography and film, 
encouraging viewers to think 
critically about representa-
tion — about what and how 
they see — and in doing so, to 
reconsider their assumptions 
about gender, identity, culture, 
history and memory. Continu-
ing a tradition at the Addison 
of presenting exhibitions 
that explore complex and 
often charged societal issues, 
‘Lorna Simpson’ will spark 
lively dialogue at many levels 
and across many disciplines,” 
said Allison Kemmerer, Mead 
Curator of Photography and 

Curator of Art After 1950 at 
the Addison.

Another work by Simpson 
featured in the exhibition is 
“Ebony Collages,” a set of 12 
collages created in 2013. Each 
image in the series features 
a photo of a woman’s head, 
which Simpson cut out from 
advertisements in “Ebony,” 
a black entertainment, news 
and political magazine started 
in 1945. Simpson used ink to 
paint abstract hairstyles over 
the women’s original hair. All 
of Simpson’s ink hairstyles are 
large, swooping and vibrant, 
while the women’s facial ex-
pressions range from serious 
to joyful.

“In adding hair via 
colored ink to each of these 
faces, [Simpson] invites 
viewers to read into the faces 
and the added blobs of ink to 
make their own assumptions 
about the identities of each 
woman and, while doing so, 
perhaps become more aware 
of the stereotypes we place on 
people and the assumptions 
we make about beauty and 
gender,” said Kemmerer.

“Lorna Simpson” was on 
display from September 20, 
2014 to January 4, 2015.

Sharan Gill

Heaven and Earth Studies The 
Real and Imagined in Nature

Wearing a straw hat 
and a crisp, white shirt, a 
farmer walks away from his 
cottage in George Inness’ 
1879 painting “The Coming 
Storm.” The farmer grasps 
a large pitchfork, while 
lush green trees flank his 
house and cast a shadow 
over the cows that are graz-
ing on a pale meadow in 
the background. A murky 
blue-gray tint stains the 
sky, ominously hinting at 
an impending storm. “The 
Coming Storm” is now on 
display in “Heaven and 
Earth,” a new exhibition 
at the Addison Gallery of 
American Art.

Spanning five galleries, 
“Heaven and Earth” was 
curated by Judith Dol-
kart, the Mary Stripp & R. 
Crosby Kemper Director of 
the Addison Gallery. The 
first gallery of the exhibit 
displays several landscapes, 
while each of the other 
rooms revolve around cen-
tral themes of the artwork: 
water, light, trees and the 
finite and the infinite. The 
works in the exhibition all 
come from the Addison’s 
permanent collection and 
depict both literal and 
imagined elements of 
nature.

“I’ve long been inter-
ested in the way in which 
painters respond to the 
landscape and the way 
in which sometimes they 
depict it in a very objective 
way as what they see, but 
also sometimes in a way 
where it could be very 
suggestive as if it’s seen 
through the lens of aspira-
tion or a kind of ideal. This 
show is called ‘Heaven and 
Earth’ because sometimes 
we see the landscape as a 
kind of Heaven on Earth,” 
said Dolkart.

One of the pieces in 
the exhibit is “Monadnock 
Angel,” Abbott Henderson 
Thayer’s depiction of an 
angel with white feathered 
wings wearing a flowing 

white dress. The angel 
stares out of the canvas 
with a serene expression 
while her hands extend 
downwards to protect 
Mount Monadnock behind 
her.

“Thayer has a very im-
portant relationship with 
Mount Monadnock. It was 
a kind of touchdown for 
him and also imputed with 
a kind of mystical quality, 
so he creates this allegory 
of this angel of Mount Mo-

nadnock,” said Dolkart, “I 
thought that [‘Monadnock 
Angel’] was a good jumping 
off point for the exhibition 
in the sense that there are 
certain subjects that artists 
return to over and over 
again, and Monadnock was 
one of them for Thayer, in 
which he invested in a kind 
of spiritual kind of impor-
tance.”

“Heaven and Earth” 
was on display from Febru-
ary 7 to April 5, 2015.

Serena Ren
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COURTESY OF THE ADDISON GALLERY OF AMERICAN ART

Lorna Simpson, Chess, 2013, HD video installation with three projections, black & 
white, sound, score and performance by Jason Morgan, Courtesy the artist; Salon 
94, New York; and Galerie Nathalie Obadia, Paris/Brussels, © Lorna Simpson
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Abbott Handerson Thayer, Monadnock Angel, 1920-
21, oil on canvas, gift on anonymous donor 1930.17
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Corinne Singer: Feminism Through the Camera Lens

Inspired by her fa-
ther’s work as a photog-
rapher, Corinne Singer 
’15 developed an interest 
to create work of her own 
despite her knowing little 
about photography itself. 
Singer purchased her 
first camera as a Junior at 
Andover, and her passion 
for the arts took off from 
there. 

After learning the ba-

sics of photography from 
Andover courses, Singer 
became more involved 
at Andover by work-
ing as the arts editor for 
“Backtracks,” Andover’s 
non-fiction magazine. 
Along with teachers who 
have mentored her along 
the way, students around 
Singer who share the 
same love for the arts 
have inspired her and 
helped her reach her full 
potential. 

“I think that Ando-
ver has provided me op-
portunities in the sense 
that I’m around a lot of 

people who do photogra-
phy here, and I probably 
would not have encoun-
tered this crowd of peo-
ple otherwise. So I think 
that being around artists 
has definitely helped me 
and inspired me a lot. I 
don’t feel like I need any-
thing more than what An-
dover has to offer which 
is actually pretty amaz-
ing,” said Singer. 

In addition to learn-
ing about photography, 
Singer has cultivat-
ed her views on issues 
such as gender inequal-
ity throughout her time 
at Andover as well. Al-
though she hardly un-
derstood the meaning of 
feminism while growing 
up, Singer was fully aware 
of the existing injustices 
relating to gender, which 
she soon understood as 
her responsibility to bear. 

“I think I’ve always 
had a yearning to bring 
about justice in different 
ways. But I didn’t have 
the vocabulary for it – I 
had never really encoun-
tered dialogue on femi-
nism. I actually live in a 
house where my mom is a 
full-on breadwinner, and 
my dad is a stay-at-home 
dad. So I think that dy-
namic introduced me to 
the feminist ideals, but I 
hadn’t really encountered 
any of the language to ex-

plore or understand it,” 
Singer added. 

As her knowledge 
on feminism expanded, 
her devotion to spread-
ing her beliefs to others 
did as well. As a Senior, 
Singer dedicated her fi-
nal trimester at Andover 
to an Independent Proj-
ect, where her photogra-
phy provides a mean to 
expressing Third-Wave 
Feminism. 

Singer’s project has 
three series involved in it. 
The first is called Recla-
mation/Exploitation, the 
second Religion and the 
third Menstruation. 

Singer explains her 
first series, “Through 
the Exploitation/Recla-
mation series, I seek to 
explore the nuances of 
exploiting and reclaiming 
the female/non-binary/
trans body in its many 
different forms. Exploita-
tion and reclamation 
are often dichotomized, 
which results in con-
stant, vicious criticism 
of how those who expe-
rience gender oppres-
sion – particularly wom-
en – choose to present, 
use and celebrate their 
bodies. For example, if a 
woman clothes herself in 
‘revealing’ clothing that 
an advertisement might 
depict a woman wearing 
in an effort to co-opt her 
body for larger capitalist, 

racist, patriarchal, (etc.) 
purposes, she’s accused 
of exploiting herself. This 
suggestion, however, is 
complicit with oppres-
sive systems by render-
ing a woman’s agency and 
autonomy meaningless. 
So, the question arises, is 
it possible for us to tran-
scend these oppressive 
structures?”

For the second series, 
several models chose a 
mythological goddess, 
who they perceive with a 
particular significance or 
have a personal connec-
tion with. 

“Using feminist nar-
ratives about women in 
many different religions 
and mythologies, my pho-
tography will portray the 
women as empowered 
individuals that are in-
tegral to understanding 
religious histories,” said 
Singer. 

For the final series, 
Singer attempts to cele-
brate menstruation for 
its femininity and an im-
portant aspect of the fe-
male body, instead of the 
humiliation that women 
experience through men-
struating. 

“Instead of menstru-
ation serving as sources 
of shame and violence 
against those who men-
struate, the act of bleed-
ing should be one of im-
mense pride and raw 

beauty. The series will 
culminate in my wearing 
of a red jumpsuit to grad-
uation, which will repre-
sent my reclamation of 
menstruation, despite pa-
triarchal efforts to define 
menstruation as an inter-
nal, private and disgust-
ing part of people’s lives,” 
continued Singer. 

Despite the possi-
bility that people might 
disagree with her ideals, 
Singer conveys her deep-
est beliefs, which have a 
relevance beyond the An-
dover campus. 

“Although many of my 
photographs are taken on 
campus and only include 
Andover students as mod-
els, my project is much 
larger than anything that 
could feasibly be con-
tained within the ‘Ando-
ver Bubble.’ In my photo-
graphs, I address systems 
of oppression that exist 
on a global scale. While 
those systems most defi-
nitely manifest on our 
campus, it is crucial for 
people to recognize that 
my art is not a statement 
exclusively about Ando-
ver,” said Singer. 

After she graduates 
from Andover, Singer 
intends to continue her 
photography as a way to 
exhibit her passions.

Serena Ren

Alex Westfall: The Face Behind Faces of Andover

Growing up with a 
father who created doc-
umentary films exposed 
Alex Westfall ’15 to the 
world of video and film 
photography early on. Ac-
cording to Westfall, cam-
era equipment filled her 
house, allowing her to 
develop a lifelong love for 
photography. 

“One day, in fourth 
grade, I picked up a cam-
era – my dad’s big clunky 
camera – and took a film 
photo of my dog. I got the 
roll of film developed and 
got that one photo. I fell in 
love with photography. I 
just thought it was so mag-
ical how you could look 

into something and just 
see it come back at you,” 
said Westfall.

Westfall continued 
to develop her interest 
in photography while at 
Andover, taking several 
classes in the art curric-
ulum and participating 
in extracurricular proj-
ects. Most notably, West-
fall co-founded “Faces of 
Andover,” a Facebook ac-
count that shares portraits 
of individuals in the Ando-
ver community, inspired 
by Brandon Stanton’s “Hu-
mans of New York.”

“‘Faces of Andover’ has 
been an ongoing project 
and a huge part of my time 
at Andover and something 
that has made me realize 
how amazing this com-
munity is. I think one of 
my happiest moments was 

when we published the 
‘Faces of Andover’ book 
and the responses to that… 
Getting messages from so 
many people I had looked 
up to and hearing their re-
sponses from the book was 
just incredible, and it just 
made me so happy,” said 
Westfall.

Westfall also credits 
the community for provid-
ing artistic inspiration and 
positive support.

“There are so many 
interesting things [you 
can find when] walk-
ing around campus. I’ve 
pulled out my iPhone and 
just seen really cool things 
– like oil spills on the floor 
and the rainbow in them. 
Or I take photos of random 
little pink flowers growing 
in between the cracks of 
bricks or a random bike 

that was just left out in the 
open… Also, the response 
that I have gotten from 
putting my photos out 
there from people in such 
a supportive community is 
amazing. That has helped 
me grow,” said Westfall.

Westfall says that vi-
brant colors like those 
found in rainbows or on 
bikes are a trademark of 
her photos.

“In terms of my own 
photography, I am also 
into aesthetics and color. 
Color is big in my photos. I 
love shooting in color. Be-
ing able to notice patterns 
in color – I really gravitate 
towards that. So if I see 
a woman in a pink dress 
with a purple background, 
I will take that picture. If 
I see pink and purple to-
gether, I will photograph 

it. In my photos, I do land-
scape and portrait, but 
color is a big thing,” said 
Westfall.

Other photographers 
at Andover have also 
helped Westfall to grow, 
specifically Emmie Avva-
kumova ’14, who was Pho-
to Editor of The Phillipian 
while Westfall was an As-
sociate Editor.

“Being under the men-
torship [of Avvakumova] 
was really awesome be-
cause she just knew all the 
technical details and knew 
how to take the most per-
fect photo of a person, and 

spending all those nights 
down in The Phillipian’s 
[newsroom] with her was 
so much fun. I got to learn 
so much from her,” said 
Westfall.

 Westfall will continue 
to pursue her passion for 
photography in college by 
majoring in Studio Art and 
is interested in working 
for a magazine company in 
the near future.

Editor’s Note: Alex 
Westfall ’15 was a Photo 
Editor for The Phillipian, 
vol. CXXXVII.

S.RAO/THE PHILLIPIAN

Corinne Singer ’15 completed an independent 
project on feminist photography this spring.

COURTESY OF CORINNE SINGER

“Raising the Red Flag” was an installation in which Singer and participants 
dressed the Bicentennial statue as a bloody tampon.

J.SCHMITT/THE PHILLIPIAN

Alex Westfall ’15 co-founded Faces of Andover.

COURTESY OF CORINNE SINGER

“Who’s the Coward Now?”

COURTESY OF ALEX WESTFALL

One of Alex Westfall’s photographs.
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Kay Xia: Finding Solace in Art

While her artwork 
now hangs on display 
in the Oliver Wendell 
Holmes Library, Kay Xia 
’15 entered Andover with 
no formal training – only 
an inherent passion and 
raw talent for art, which 
began long before her Ju-
nior year. 

 “I have loved drawing 
since I was really little. 
Often when I was bored 
at restaurants I would 
doodle on napkins. I liked 
to see how I could draw a 
recognizable representa-
tion of something as sim-
ply as possible. Mostly 
I liked to draw from my 
imagination. For me it 
was a way to jot down in-

teresting thoughts I had 
but in a visual form,” said 
Xia.

 Art became important 
to Xia while at Andover 
because it provided so-
lace from her busy sched-
ule.

“Art is a way for me 
to escape the ‘Andover 
Bubble’ and take time for 
myself. It takes my mind 
off of the many busy tasks 
we have to complete each 
day here. Art reminds me 
to put things back in per-
spective and not get too 
caught up in the day-to-
day rush,” said Xia.

From drawing and 
painting courses to Art 
500 this year, Xia has 
taken advantage of An-
dover’s art curriculum to 
build her formal knowl-

edge. Xia has also devel-
oped a recurring theme of 
water and reflections.

 “I do a lot of water 
sports, so I really like 
looking at water and 
how the surface reflects 
and distorts light. I even 
have a large figure study 
in pieces that is currently 
on display in the Library 
basement, titled ‘Testing 
Water,’” said Xia. “In Art 
500, my first piece was 
the installation in the 
sanctuary, and it involved 
many mirrors set up 
among the trees around 
a clearing. The mirrors 
reflect each other and the 
viewer, while some books 
are hidden in the bush-
es… My current spring 
term project for Art 500 
is a graphic novel, and it 

has a recurring motif of a 
mirror.”

 Xia began a new club 
her Senior year called Art 
Exchange. She wanted to 
give other students the 
opportunity to experi-
ment with various art me-
dia and create large-scale 
art projects outside of 
taking an art class. Spring 
term, the club had an ex-
hibit that showcasing the 
club members’ projects in 
the Library.

“Art Exchange re-
ceived an Abbot Grant, 
and I think it’s real-
ly amazing that a high 
school can provide so 
many resources and so 
much support for stu-
dents to explore. I have 
really been able to appre-
ciate the opportunities 

and privileges we are giv-
en as students at Andover 
through my artistic pur-
suits,” said Xia.

Another on-cam-
pus resource for Xia 
has been her mentors, 
Therese Zemlin, Chair 
and Instructor in Art, and 
Elaine Crivelli, Instruc-
tor in Art.

 “[Crivelli] and [Zem-
lin] have both given me 
a lot of mentorship, sup-
port and advice. I am 
really grateful to them. 
They have helped me 

improve a lot artistically 
and helped me find direc-
tion both on a small scale 
with specific art projects 
and on a larger scale with 
figuring out what role art 
plays and will play in my 
life in general,” said Xia.

 Although she will not 
being attending an art 
school next year, Xia says 
she will continue making 
art and might even pur-
sue a visual arts minor in 
college.

Jack McGovern:
Telling Stories on Screen

Sitting in Cochran 
Chapel during All School 
Meeting on Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day (MLK Day) 
2014, Jack McGovern 
listened intently as Linda 
Carter Griffith, Dean of 
Community and Multi-
cultural Development, 
mentioned Brian Gittens 
’89, who, 25 years ago, sat 
on the steps of Samuel 
Phillips Hall to protest for 
more recognition of MLK 
Day. McGovern tells The 
Phillipian that as he lis-
tened to Griffith speak, he 
knew there was a larger 
story. That single thought 
lead McGovern on a four-
month-long journey to 
create “The Story of Brian 
Gittens ’89,” a documenta-
ry that premiered January, 
2015.

 “As I was editing the 
film and interviewing 
more and more people I 
was asking myself over 
and over and over: Why 
does this film matter? 

Because ultimately that 
is what it comes down to. 
Why does it actually mat-
ter that they watch it?” 
said McGovern. “[‘The 
Story of Brian Gittens ’89’] 
matters because it speaks 
to today’s issues. It mat-
ters because it reminds 
our students of the power 
they have in this com-
munity to make change. 
It matters because we 
can’t have people forget 
the progress we’ve made, 
or we might lose that 
progress… Those are the 
questions I try to answer 
in each of my films.”

 McGovern began 
making films in eighth 
grade when he attempted 
to present a video starring 
him and his sister for a 
school history project. 
However, it was not until 
he came to Andover and 
took video courses with 
Shirley Veenema, Instruc-
tor in Art, that he honed 
his skills and developed 
his interest in filmmaking.

“[Veenema] opened 
my eyes to the different 
aspects of cinema: visual 

perspective, audio, color, 
editing techniques, etc. 
and knowing these vari-
ous elements has enabled 
me to make films with 
much more depth. She 
told me the basics of vi-
sual storytelling, both the 
component of video and 
audio, and how they work 
together to create cine-
ma,” said McGovern.

Content is McGovern’s 
main focus when mak-
ing a film. Whenever he 
sees or hears something 
interesting, he will make 
a note, often on his phone. 
Although this inspiration 
rarely comes from his own 
personal life, he said he 
prides himself on an abil-
ity to observe and empa-
thize with other people.

 Besides “The Story 
of Brian Gittens ’89,” “A 
Sister’s Influence” is one 
of McGovern’s proudest 
films and it exemplifies 
his emphasis on content 
and his attention to the 
actions of others. The 
slow-paced, 12-minute 
movie tells the story of 
how a younger sister is af-
fected by her older sister’s 
suicide so much so that 
she eventually commits 
suicide as well. Sorrowful 
electronic music plays 
in the background of the 
film, which touches on 
a topic that is rarely dis-
cussed among high school 
students.

“When I go out to 
make films, I start with 
content first. I start with 
something important and 
relevant to current events 
that would be impactful 
for a high school audience 
to watch,” said McGovern. 
“[‘A Sister’s Influence’] 
was a commentary on 
how one person’s actions 
can affect another’s and 
in this case very directly, 
how suicide can affect 
others.”

 McGovern plans to 
take a gap year next year 
so that he can explore all 
the opportunities film-
making has to offer. He 
aims to intern at “Front-
line,” a division of WGBH, 
an educational television 
station located in Boston 
that focuses on documen-
taries. After the gap year, 
he intends on minoring in 
or taking a concentration 
in film at college.

Cindy Chen

Evie Elson:
At Ease with the Easel

Evie Elson’s ’15 moth-
er, an art historian, and fa-
ther, an art aficionado, in-
stilled a love for fine art in 
her at a young age. Thus, it 
was no surprise when El-
son discovered a talent for 
painting when she began 
taking classes in fourth 
grade. Eight years later, 
Elson’s love for and skill at 
art have only grown.

“I like that [art is] 
something I don’t have 
to think about too much. 
I know how to do it and 
I know that I’m good at 
it, so there’s that confi-
dence, and it’s nice to just 
sit there and put in your 
headphones as a means of 
escape,” said Elson.

Elson, who draws 
and sculpts in addition to 
painting, has taken paint-
ing and drawing classes 
at Andover since her Ju-
nior Year. As a Senior, she 
took Art 500, which gave 
her the freedom to exper-
iment with art. As one of 
her Art 500 projects, El-
son created a wire sculp-
ture, though she had never 
sculpted before.

Elson’s passion for art 
deepened during her Low-
er summer, when she went 

to an art program at the 
Art Institute of Chicago.

“That was a big mo-
ment for me because I was 
really out of my comfort 
zone, and it was the first 
time I really grasped the 
idea of becoming an art-
ist and being surrounded 
by other people who real-
ly liked art as well. That 
pushed me and made me 
discover things I didn’t 
know I could do,” said El-
son.

Elson is fascinated by 
the relationship between 
art and science, a theme 
that she commonly ad-
dresses in her work. In 
Fall Term, she made an 
installation for Art 500 
that featured three paint-
ed canvases, each depict-
ing microscopic images of 
plant cells, and wrapped 
the canvases around the 
trees in the Sanctuary. By 
transforming something 
scientific into a work of 
art and juxtaposing her 
painted trees with real 
ones, Elson hoped to draw 
attention to how the art 
and science correlate and 
mesh.

Elson also often ad-
dresses interpersonal re-
lationships in her work. 
For her Art 500 spring 
show, she painted por-
traits of classmates after 
interviewing them, cul-

minating in a multimedia 
project that mixed voice 
recordings and visual art.

“It’s about how a lot of 
people’s lives are hidden, 
and no one really knows 
anyone well unless you 
really talk to them,” said 
Elson. “That’s been really 
great because I’m not only 
doing art, but learning 
from the people around 
me. I’ve heard things from 
other people that are real-
ly inspiring and interest-
ing.”

Elson’s interest in get-
ting to know and learning 
from others is part of what 
attracts her to art.

“What’s fun about be-
ing an artist is the kind 
of people you meet along 
the way. When I started 
painting classes, I would 
go to this studio with this 
lady who had this crazy 
high ceiling studio with 
paint everywhere – on the 
chairs, along the walls and 
on the floors and every-
thing – and she had these 
two cats, and she was just 
this crazy woman,” said 
Elson. “But I think that it 
was my first introduction 
to the art world, to meet-
ing people who are super 
interesting, charismatic 
and quirky. That’s been a 
really fun thing to experi-
ence as I develop myself as 
an artist.”

Peyton Alie

T.JOHST/THE PHILLIPIAN

Kay Xia ’15 began the student club Art Exchange.

COURTESY OF KAY XIA

One of Kay Xia’s ’15 works that hung in the Gelb Gallery.

J.MORELAND/THE PHILLIPIAN

Jack McGovern ’15 premiered his documentary 
“The Story of Brian Gittens ’89” in January.

J.BECKWITH/THE PHILLIPIAN

Evie Elson ’15 often studies the relationship between art and science in her artwork.
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Members of Azure, An-

dover’s all-female a capella 
group, pride themselves in 
the bond they have created, 
which allows them to grow 
and learn from each other. 

“We also double as some 
sort of sisterhood. We all 
spend a lot of time together, 
and so we form a pretty 
strong bond, and we’re all 
each others mentors and 
mentees and sisters and 
big sisters and mothers and 
daughters and its great. It’s 
a really great community” 
said Co-Head Nya Hughes 
’15.

The group is led by Co-
Heads Hughes, Julia Zell ’15 
and Taylor Crutison ’16. The 
group focuses on building 
confidence and creating a 
strong support system for 
performances on and off 
stage. 

Zell said, “Not only is 
it a lot of fun and we get to 
perform together, but I feel 
like it has helped a lot of 
people in the group build 
some stage confidence, 
and we work on different 

things like stage presence. 
[Hughes] is really great 
about coaching the girls to 
own the stage.”

Hughes describes 
Azure’s performance of 
their Destiny’s Child mash-
up of “Say My Name,” “Sur-
vivor” and “Bills, Bills, Bills” 
at All-School Meeting as the 
group’s most memorable 
performance. 

“Destiny’s Child always 
brings people back, and I 
think the choreography 
helped to make it a crowd 
pleaser,” said Hughes. 

This May, Azure sang 
the “National Anthem” for 
the New England Revolu-
tion soccer team at Gillette 
Stadium in Foxborough, 
Mass. This is the group’s 
first time performing at this 
event.

Zell said, “We all get 
butterflies in our stomachs 
when we sing the ‘Nation-
al Anthem’ for either the 
hockey team or the football 
team. That’s always so 
much fun.”

As the year draws to a 
close, the current Co-Heads 
are excited to see where the 
future will take them. 

“Towards the spring, 
when everyone is getting 

excited about summer and 
everyone is in good spirits, 
we start to have practice 
outside. That’s probably 
my favorite part of Azure. 
Everyone is just happy, 
and you’re there with your 
friends, and sometimes 
someone will start singing 
a random song and we’ll 
all start harmonizing. It’s 
amazing, and I love it,” said 
Crutison.

For some, Azure serves 
as a family away from home. 

Crutison said, “As a kid, 
I was always singing around 
the house with my father. 
Coming to Andover, it was 
important for me to find 
that sense of community 
here, and I found that with 
Azure and just [practicing] 
every week with these girls, 
I’ve really enjoyed it. It’s 
been one of the best parts of 
my experience here.”

Next year, Azure will 
be lead by Crutison and 
Lauren Luo ’16.

Editors note: Lauren 
Luo ’16 is a Photo Editor for 
The Phillipian.

Lydia Fikru

The Yorkies

After nearly 15 years 
of singing on campus, The 
Yorkies, an all-male a capella 
group, continue to bring a 
variety of genres and voices 
to the Andover communi-
ty. Led by co-heads Elijah 
Aladin ’15 and Tom Burnett 
’15, the group this year has 
sung pieces ranging from 
R&B to pop.

 During auditions this 
past fall, Aladin and Burnett 
looked for more musically 
talented students that had 
voices that would blend well 
together. These qualities al-
lowed for the group to learn 
music quickly.

 “This year we made 
sure that the new members, 
especially, were more musi-
cal than in years past, so we 
were able to learn a lot more 
music at a quicker pace and, 
as a result, perform at more 
events. We also wanted to 
consider how we would 
mesh and how we would 
bond together as a group as 
the dynamics of the group 
are really important,” said 
Aladin.

To Aladin and Burnett, 
the group relationship is 
very important. This year, 
they were able to foster a 

tight-knit group of singers. 
Even when auditioning for 
the same solos in rehears-
als, the Yorkies encourage 
one another, displaying a 
genuine camaraderie. When 
Nate Redding ’16 auditioned 
for the rap solo in “Roses” 
by Outkast, the group was 
stunned by his performance.

 “[Redding] absolutely 
killed it. It was amazing. 
Everyone freaked out 
afterwards. I just remember 
having a lot of fun,” said 
Burnett.

“Honestly, [the Yorkies] 
never ceased to amaze me. 
Grasshopper, ASM, AbbCab.. 
the list goes on and on. They 
made my senior year a lot 
of the time. I am also really 
proud of the responsibility of 
every member of the group 
everybody stepped up when 
we needed them at different 
times,” said Aladin.  

 Looking forward, the 
Yorkies hope to improve 
their stage presence and 
energy in performances.

 “Yorkies have this weird 
fear where it’s like they’re in 
front of people and they’re 
[thinking] ‘Oh my god. what 
do people think of me?’ It’s 
basically how most Ando-
ver kids are hyper aware of 
themselves,” said Aladin.

 Despite the hyper 
awareness, the Yorkies bring 

a lot of energy and fun to 
their performances.

 One of the Yorkies’ most 
memorable experiences was 
the traditional Grasshopper 
performance. This year, the 
group sang “Demons” by 
Imagine Dragons. As one of 
the biggest performances 
all year, the group worked 
hard to learn and perfect the 
piece.

 “One thing about this 
year was that the people 
learned the music really 
quickly and really well and 
the sound improved a lot… 
Our energy on stage was a 
lot different than in previous 
years,” said Aladin.

 Although several 
Seniors will be leaving 
this year, the Yorkies will 
continue their legacy as an 
integral part of the Andover 
community.

“In rehearsals, we 
always have a lot of energy 
and fun because of the group 
dynamic, but we lose that on 
stage a lot especially in some 
of the younger members... 
I have confidence in all of 
the returning members, 
though,” said Aladin.

Editor’s Note: Nathaniel 
Redding ’16 is a Cartooning 
Editor for The Phillipian. 

Kalina Ko

Keynotes

As the members of 
Keynotes collapsed to the 
ground and then gradually 
rose again, Tom Burnett 
’15, Co-Head of Keynotes, 
belted out the chorus to Fall 
Out Boy’s “My Songs Know 
What You Did in the Dark.” 
Wearing black leather jack-
ets against a glowing, col-
or-changing background, the 
members of Keynotes joined 
Burnett for the rock song’s 
dramatic, fiery conclusion.

This performance, 
which took place at Grass-
hopper Night in October 
2014, is Burnett’s fondest 
memory of Keynotes.

“Grasshopper Night was 
our first big performance 
of the year. For a cappella 
groups, Grasshopper Night 
kind of determines how the 
group’s going to be for the 
year. It sets up a lot about the 
dynamic of the group,” said 
Burnett. “I thought we killed 
it… We really bonded a lot. 
In that moment, I felt really 
connected with the group.”

Keynotes, which is made 
up of 16 student singers, 
is Andover’s only coed a 
cappella group. The club 
follows a rigorous rehearsal 

schedule, meeting for two 
hours on Sundays and one 
on Thursdays.

“We put a lot of focus 
into the musical aspects of 
singing. We really try to have 
excellent musical quality,” 
said Burnett. “A lot of people 
in the group are musicians 
outside of Keynotes, and 
they’re very experienced.”

Keynotes prides itself 
on performing a wide range 
of music, “from club hits to 
pop classics,” according to 
Burnett. At Abbot Cabaret, 
the group sang a humorous, 
melodramatic mash-up of 
Marina and the Diamonds’ 
ironic “Primadonna” and 
CeeLo Green’s flippant “For-
get You,” two pop songs.

Though Keynotes is 
only three years old, the 
group has become a fixture 
of Andover’s art scene, 
performing at events such 
as A Capella Night and 
Grandparents Day, along 
with Abbot Cabaret and 
Grasshopper Night.

“We’re much more 
organized than we’ve been 
in the past… [Keynotes is] 
a pretty new group, and 
we’re starting to settle in 
and get into a pattern,” said 
Ethan McIntosh ’15, another 
Co-Head. “It’s been pretty 
hectic in the past few years 
with people joining and 

leaving, but we have a solid 
group now… I feel like we’re 
a little more established than 
a year ago.” 

Burnett and McIntosh, 
who became roommates 
after meeting through Key-
notes, both cite the group’s 
tight-knit community as 
their favorite part of it.

“Keynotes was one of the 
first clubs I joined on cam-
pus when I came as a new 
Lower, and it always felt 
like home to me. So many of 
my friends have come from 
Keynotes, so it’s a group of 
people that’s very mean-
ingful to me,” said Burnett. 
“Socially, it’s a place where 
people can bond with each 
other and make friends.”

Though Keynotes has 
come a long way from its 
origin as a casual gathering 
of friends, the club is still 
working to increase mem-
bers’ commitment.

“Something that would 
be nice would be if everyone 
showed up to rehearsals. 
People have a lot of conflicts 
and are busy a lot,” said 
McIntosh. “At Andover, I 
think it’s a cultural thing. 
People stretch themselves 
thin, and in the end, I don’t 
think it’s a good thing.”

Peyton Alie

Gospel Choir

Whether they are 
rehearsing in the choir 
room or performing on 
the stage, members of 
Andover’s Gospel Choir 
share their voices and 
celebrate their close-knit 
relationships. Gospel 
Choir meets every Thurs-
day and does not require 
auditions or prerequisites 
to join the club. 

Co-Heads Isabella Fly-
nn ’15 and Duschia Bodet 
’16 begin rehearsals with 
vocal stretches. The club 
then has a continuous 
back-massage train that 
winds around the chorus 
room. Activities such as 
these make Gospel Choir 
a fun experience for its 
members. 

“For the people in 
Gospel Choir, [it is a] 
stress-relief – a haven,” 
said Bodet. “Everyone 
who’s in Gospel Choir is 
like, ‘Oh my goodness, 
thank God it’s Thursday, 
I’m just trying to get to 
Gospel Choir tonight.’ It 
gets people through the 

week. It literally lifts you 
up and it helps you get 
through whatever you’re 
trying to get through, and 
I really want Gospel Choir 
to be able to do that for 
more people.”

Gospel Choir’s main 
performance this year was 
at the Martin Luther King 
Day All-School Meeting. 
The group performed a 
series of uplifting gospel 
songs including “Oh Free-
dom.” Gospel Choir was 
later joined by the Yor-
kies, Azure and Keynotes 
during their performance 
of “Lift Every Voice and 
Sing.”

“I think MLK Day was 
a really powerful event 
because we got to sing 
relevant spirituals and 
just add another layer to 
celebrating MLK and his 
faith,” said Flynn. “We 
sang the black national 
anthem, which is a very 
powerful aspect of the 
Civil Rights Movement. 
It’s called ‘Lift Every 
Voice and Sing,’ so it’s like 
‘include everybody,’ and 
it’s just really empower-
ing.”

Despite Flynn gradu-
ating and Angela Dolan 

’16 joining Bodet as Co-
Head next year, Flynn and 
Bodet hope that Gospel 
choir will continue to 
maintain a close relation-
ship in the future as well 
as gain more performance 
time and members. 

“I think recruitment 
is a big part of the issue, 
and it’s a very exhausting 
part of it,” said Flynn. 
“I feel it’s like we did a 
poster campaign and we 
said ‘Join Gospel Choir,’ 
but we always have to 
keep the ball rolling, make 
sure we have members in 
the choir and keep people 
interested.”

Bodet said, “Every-
body who goes to Gospel 
Choir loves Gospel Choir. 
Gospel music really 
moves people. It can move 
anybody. It’s so upbeat 
and powerful, and anyone 
can really attest to going 
through a hardship. Ev-
erybody, especially here, 
goes through hard times. 
You get stressed out, you 
get bad grades or whatev-
er. So I think anyone can 
relate to what the songs 
are talking about.”

Andrew Cheng

E.KAUFMANNLADUC/THE PHILLIPIAN

Angela Dolan ’16 (second from left) will succeed Isabella Flynn ’15 and join 
Duschia Bodet ’16  as Co-head of Gospel Choir next year.
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Azure performed the National Anthem at Gillette Stadium in May.

Azure

COURTESY OF BIANCA NAVARRO-BOWMAN

Members of Keynotes backstage during this fall’s Grasshopper Night.
J.WOLFE/THE PHILLIPIAN

The Yorkies performed at Grasshopper Night and Abbot Cabaret.
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Andover Dance Group

A faculty-choreo-
graphed, modern dance 
group, Andover Dance 
Group (ADG) exposes danc-
ers to new styles and ways 
of exploring movement, 
providing an opportunity 
to improve their perfor-
mance, choreography and 
expression of dance. Their 
22 members work to convey 
a message to their audience 
through their movement.

“ADG is a mainstay in 
Andover’s performing arts 
culture. Our yearly perfor-
mances are well-attended 
by both students and faculty 
and often prompt discus-
sions on the role of perform-
ing arts on campus,” said 
Olivia Berkey ’15, this year’s 
group-elected ADG Captain.

The group traditionally 
performs contemporary and 
modern dance but occasion-
ally perform other styles. 
During Winter Term, ADG 
put together “Love, ADG,” 
a show choreographed by 
Erin Strong, Instructor in 
Theatre and Dance, Judith 
Wombwell, Instructor and 
Chair in Theatre and Dance 

and guest choreographer 
Donlin Foreman.

ADG is Andover’s only 
traveling dance group. Last 
summer, the group traveled 
to South Africa for two 
weeks to perform their piec-
es from the original show 
“Rhythms of Hope.” ADG 
toured the country with 
other student musicians 
and visual artists. One of the 
highlights of the trip was the 
opportunity to perform at 
the South African National 
Arts Festival.

With hour and a half 
long rehearsals every 
Wednesday afternoon, as 
well as practices during the 
weekend, ADG is a large 
time commitment. Berkey 
adds, however, that the long 
rehearsals are part of the 
reason why the group is so 
close.

“There is obviously a fair 
amount of shifting within 
the group as members grad-
uate and new dancers come 
to the school, but regardless, 
each year that I’ve been [at 
Andover], there has been so 
much bonding between the 
dancers over our hours of re-
hearsals and backstage time. 
The other dancers are truly 
my second family here on 

campus,” said Berkey.
There are many theater 

and dance groups at Ando-
ver, but Berkey believes that 
the performance aspect of 
the group helps to set ADG 
apart.

“For other dancers and 
myself, ADG gives us the 
opportunity to showcase 
our hard work and creativity 
and share ourselves with the 
greater Andover communi-
ty,” said Berkey. “I certainly 
speak for myself, and I think 
for many other members 
of ADG, when I say that I 
dance to perform, to express 
myself. ADG lets us do just 
that.”

Members of ADG voted 
Lizzie McGonagle ’16 and 
Erica Nork ’16 as Co-Cap-
tains for the upcoming year.

McGonagle said, “[My] 
top priorities for next year 
are to continue the fami-
ly dynamic ADG has and 
further push the boundaries 
of the group as artists and 
performers. I want ADG to 
work and discover new sides 
of themselves as dancers, 
artists, performers and 
people.”

Lydia Fikru

Footnotes

“Can I get a Foot-
notes?” yelled Hannah 
Beaudoin ’17 to her friend 
Lydia Paris ’17 as they 
began their performance. 
The two, along with Mi-
chaela Barczak ’15, serve 
as Co-Heads of Footnotes, 
Andover’s tap dance club. 

“Most other dance 
styles are very technical, 
but tap dancing… well it 
is technical, but it’s more 
about rhythm and the 
music. As a tap dancer, 
relying on the rhythms and 
translating that into the 
feet is very important. It’s 
a lot about muscle mem-
ory and musicality and 
practice. You don’t have to 
be naturally talented,” said 
Paris.

Unlike many other 
dance groups on campus, 
Footnotes does not require 
any prior experience in tap 
or dance. The members 
of Footnotes vary in skill 
levels. 

“I love how Footnotes 
brings together a wide va-
riety of tappers. We don’t 
have any sort of audition 

process so some people 
begin the year having 
never tapped in their life. 
It’s great to see how much 
they can improve in such a 
short amount of time. We 
are also a very cohesive 
group. This year, all of us 
really got to know one 
another, and our rehears-
als were always filled with 
more laughing than actual 
choreographing,” said 
Beaudoin. 

 Footnotes regularly 
performs in Grasshopper 
Night, Abbot Cabaret and 
Dance Open. For Paris, 
their routine to Delta Rae’s 
“Bottom of the River” at 
Grasshopper Night was 
their most memorable 
performance. 

“It was the first dance 
we choreographed all 
together as Co-Heads for 
this year, and it was a great 
experience. Choreograph-
ing pieces is fun, but it 
takes a lot of time. With 
tap, you have to fill the 
music and do a lot of steps 
for all the counts. But it’s 
fun to come up with the 
rhythms,” says Paris. 

All three Co-Heads 
have independent styles 
that they like to blend 

together in their choreog-
raphy. 

“We all have very 
different tap backgrounds. 
[Barczak] likes traditional 
music theater. [Beaudoin] 
likes rhythms that are pre-
cise and sharp,” said Paris.  

“[Paris] likes to have 
fun, she is very theatrical. 
And she really likes canons 
and rounds,” said Beau-
doin. 

Beaudoin and Paris are 
looking forward to seeing 
new dancers next year, as 
well as attracting more 
attention to their club. 

Beaudoin said, “This 
year, the Co-Heads and I 
worked hard to advertise 
Footnotes more at club 
rallies and just around 
campus. Next year we 
hope to continue to do this 
and recruit many incoming 
students. Right now, Foot-
notes is very young: it’s 
mostly made up of Juniors 
and Lowers. With most of 
us staying next year, I hope 
to see the group grow in 
numbers.”

Next year’s Co-Heads 
will be Beaudoin and Paris. 

Alice Tang

Blue Strut

Blue Strut, Andover’s 
only student-run jazz dance 
group, performed to the 
song “You’re so Dark” by 
Arctic Monkeys to a packed 
audience in their first 
performance of the year at 
Grasshopper Night. Prowl-
ing, tumbling and twirling 
across the stage, Blue Strut 
entranced the audience with 
their fluid movements. 

“The Grasshopper 
theme was ‘Haunted’ so we 
wore black and had really 
stealthy movements, and it 
was a slower [paced] piece 
than we normally do,” said 
Co-Head Olivia Berkey ’15. 
“Often, Blue Strut will dance 
to really upbeat music, but 
this was much more sultry. It 
was just a blast both to cho-
reograph and to perform.”

Grasshopper was more 
than just a show for the 
group. The experience led 
the dancers to form strong 
friendships between mem-
bers, forging the foundation 
for Blue Strut’s success for 
the rest of the year.  

“Grasshopper is always 
one of the best times of the 
year. We bond backstage and 
then dance onstage. It’s just 

really great,” said Co-Head 
Marion Kudla ’15. “I think 
it’s always fun when we take 
pictures backstage – I think 
it’s a really good memory.”

“Grasshopper is so much 
fun because you get all of the 
school’s performers together 
– dancers, singers, actors… 
There’s such an energy back-
stage, and Blue Strut has a 
lot of backstage traditions,” 
said Berkey. “The energy 
between all the dancers is 
just sky-high.”

One of Blue Strut’s 
pre-show rituals include 
“sh-booyahs,” a chant where 
each dancer shouts their 
name and a short, witty 
rhyme to match. 

“[Sh-booyahs] get 
everyone excited for the 
show and connect the group 
before we go on stage,” said 
Kudla. “[Mine goes like:] 
sh-booyah, sh-sh-sh-booyah, 
roll call, my name is Marion, 
yeah, I’m no librarian, yeah, 
but when I shake it, the boys 
check it out.”

Even when they are 
not performing, Blue Strut 
uses each practice to bring 
the group closer together 
in addition to improving its 
technique. 

“I think [Blue Strut] is 
the highlight of my week… 
because it’s such a small 

group. It gets a really close, 
family feel. It’s just a lot of 
fun,” said Berkey. “Some-
times we’ll get to rehearsal, 
and we won’t even dance for 
an hour. We’ll just sit around 
and talk and play games with 
each other, so it’s a really 
nice, intimate atmosphere.”

Berkey and Kudla are 
optimistic about Blue Strut’s 
future for the next year 
when Sara Luzuriaga ’16 and 
Lizzie McGonagle ’16 will be 
leading the group.

“I think they’re going to 
be good. They have similar 
choreographing styles, and 
they’re good friends. They’re 
both really wonderful peo-
ple,” said Kudla. “They both 
bring really different per-
sonalities to the group, and 
I think it’ll be really great 
for next year. I think people 
will really look up to them 
the way that I really looked 
up to [my first Co-Heads]. 
They’re both very quirky 
and memorable people, so I 
think it’ll be really great next 
year.”

Editor’s Note: Sara 
Luzuriaga ’16 is the Editor in 
Chief  of The Phillipian.

Andrew Cheng

Hypnotiq

Hypnotiq, Andover’s hip-
hop dance team, focuses on 
creating a space in which stu-
dents can express themselves.

 “I think it’s important 
that Andover continues to 
cater to everybody’s interests. 
We have a dance department, 
but it still needs to have 
diverse options in terms with 
what you can do with dance 
here,” said Alejandra Uria ’15, 
Co-Head of Hypnotiq.

Hypnotiq is comprised 
of thirteen members who 
perform to fast, upbeat songs 
such as “All Day” by Kanye 
West and “Work REMIX” 
by A$AP Ferg as well as slow, 
passionate songs such as 
“Wicked Games” and “Often” 
by The Weeknd.  

This year, the group has 
performed at Grasshopper 
night, Dance Open and their 
own Hypnotiq Show. 

“Hypnotiq did amazing 
at Dance Open. I like how 
[Annie Littlefield ’15, Co-Head 
of Hypnotiq] and [Uria] 
persuaded me to be center 
in my dance. I felt like a boss. 
Everytime I’m on center stage 
and the lights [are] on me, I 
love it. From the crowd to the 
ambiance, we did so well. I 
could feel it in my heart, and I 

know the audience felt it too,” 
said Justice Robinson ’18, one 
of two Juniors on the team.

Uria said the club has 
evolved significantly since she 
entered the dance group as a 
Junior.

 “I remember coming 
here and, not exactly being 
disappointed, but confused 
about the style of the team,” 
said Uria. “But then [Hyp-
notiq] continued to evolve to 
fit my mission, which was to 
mimic the style of a lot of our 
favorite dance crews.” 

“[Littlefield] and I liked to 
choreograph even when we 
weren’t allowed to choreo-
graph. So when we were 
[Juniors], we used to make 
up dances, and we weren’t 
allowed to use them for the 
team because the Co-Heads 
only wanted to do their cho-
reography. Now, we open up 
choreographing to the team, 
and we’ll let everybody con-
tribute something,” continued 
Uria.

In terms of collaboration, 
Robinson choreographs 
alongside Uria and Littlefield. 
Other Hypnotiq dancers 
also have the opportunity to 
choreograph their own solos 
and duets within larger group 
numbers.

“[Uria] and [Littlefield] 
were my inspiration to 
choreograph my own dance. 

When [they] were like, ‘We 
want all of your ideas, and 
if y’all wanna choreograph 
something, choreograph it 
and show us,’ I was inspired 
that they opened that up to 
everyone, and I did it over 
Thanksgiving and Christmas 
break. I don’t even feel like an 
underclassman with them be-
cause we’re all just having fun 
as a family,” said Robinson.

Uria hopes the group will 
be able to take on more per-
formances in the future.

 “We honestly didn’t have 
time this year. Winter Term 
was so incredibly hectic with 
the snow storms and random 
holidays, and almost all of 
our Sunday practices were 
cut out. We really [need] 
two practices a week to get 
anything done. Usually, we 
[perform at] All-School Meet-
ing, a lot more coffee houses 
and we usually do the revisit 
talent shows, but we haven’t 
been able to. I hope the next 
Co-Heads are able to take 
those things on,” said Uria.

Next year, Tiffany Bau-
man ’16, Myioshi Williams 
‘17 and Justice Robinson ’18 
will serve as Co-Heads of 
Hypnotiq. 

Editor’s Note: Tiffany 
Bauman’ 16 is an Arts Editor 
for The Phillipian.

Morgan Kuin

J.BECKWITH/THE PHILLIPIAN

Hypnotiq performed its own show in the Elson Courtyard in May.
J.MORELAND/THE PHILLIPIAN

Blue Strut credits strong on-stage performances to tight-knit friendships 
amongst it dancers.

L.HAMANN/THE PHILLIPIAN

Footnotes welcomes tap dancers of all ability levels.
J.MORELAND/THE PHILLIPIAN

ADG’s spring show, Love, ADG, featured a dance by a guest choreographer 
from the Martha Graham Company.
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I am young for my grade. I 
was born in September 1997, 
which is several months 
after some of my youngest 
peers. But in my early soc-
cer career, my age was never 
a problem for me. I grew up 
playing soccer in the Tri-
State area, and I was always 
moving up to age divisions 
with players older than I, 
because my coaches felt I 
needed more competition. 
When I arrived at  Andover, 
however, my age became 
a problem. In the summer 
of 2011, before my Junior 
year, I arrived to Team Prep 
Camp as an overconfident 
but overmatched 13-year-
old. When I came face-to-
face with Michael Bloom 
’12, a then-19-year- old 
Post-Graduate (PG), I im-
mediately knew confidence 
wasn’t going to be enough to 
compete with players who 
were six years older than I 
was. As Team Prep Camp 
continued, I realized that 
being cocky wouldn’t help 
me become better – I real-
ized that in order to com-
pete with older players, I 
was going to have to learn 
from them, and specifically 
Bloom.

 After making Varsity at 
Team Prep Camp as a back-
up forward behind three 

Seniors, Bloom being one of 
them, I showed up to Junior 
orientation with a little bit 
more confidence. It was my 
14th birthday on one of the 
first days of training. I was 
the only Junior on the team 
that year, and Bloom was 
the only player on the team 
who noticed that I was cel-
ebrating my birthday. It was 
a small moment that stuck 
out to me in the whirlwind 
that was my Junior Fall, but 
I knew that I was willing to 
learn from him as a player.

I will forever be grate-
ful for Michael Bloom – he 
took me under his wing 
after he saw me sit on the 
bench, miserable, for a full 
90 minutes against Brooks 
that first year. As the season 
progressed, I began to get 
better and eventually be-
came a starter when others 
could not play due to inju-
ries. I got to play alongside 
Bloom for the second half 
of the season, and just be-
ing on the same field as him 
was a surreal experience. 
We made it to the New En-
gland Preparatory School 
Athletic Council Champion-
ship (NEPSAC) my Junior 
year. Although we ended 
up claiming second place, 
Bloom’s guidance that sea-
son, in a season which he 
didn’t have to pay attention 
to a little Junior, played one 
of the biggest roles anyone 
has ever had in the soc-

cer player I’ve become, the 
Co-Captain I am, but most 
importantly, the person I 
am. I learned a lot of the 
things I know now from 
Bloom.

Three years later, I was 
Co-Captain of the same 
team that I was somewhat 
afraid of my Junior year. 
This past season, in addition 
to winning as many games 
as possible, my main mis-
sion was to be someone’s 
Michael Bloom and help as 
many of the younger play-
ers as I could. Whether it 
was wishing them a happy 
birthday or trying to teach 
them everything I knew 
about how to be a better 
soccer player, I wanted to 
have an impact on their 
lives. I wanted them to learn 
from the example I knew 
I could set. My Senior year 
season didn’t go exactly the 
way I thought it would, as 
we missed the playoffs, but 
the team was able to ac-
complish a lot. Individually, 
every member of the team 
was able to grow as a soccer 
player and after seeing their 
development progress over 
the course of the season, I 
cannot help but be proud of 
the team and satisfied that I 
was able to do my best to fill 
Bloom’s shoes. Personally, 
I am proud of my accom-
plishments throughout my 
Andover Soccer career only 
because they reflect on what 
great teammates I have had 
over my four years. 

Next year, I will move 
on to a new chapter of my 
life when I play collegiate 
soccer. When I get to col-
lege, I’ll still have the same 
confidence I had during 
my Junior year, but I’ll also 
be searching for another 
Michael Bloom to help me 
through next season. Be-
fore I leave Andover, I’d 
like to thank some people. 
Thank you, Coach Bill Scott. 
Thanks, Head Coach Will 
Orben. Thank you Andover 
for an amazing four years. 
One thing’s for sure: I’ll nev-
er stop learning.

From Learning to Leading

I remember that when 
I came to Andover as a 
Junior, the only thing I 
wanted to do was make 
the Varsity Softball team. 
In eighth grade, I took 
many trips with my dad to 
watch the team play, and I 
thought they were amaz-
ing. Everyone on the team 
looked faster than me and 
they all hit better than I 
thought I ever could, but 
what really stuck in my 
mind was that so many 
of them came over to say 
“hi” to me while I was 
there. When I finally got 
on the field with the team 
for tryouts in the spring 
of my Junior year, I was 
so nervous that I bobbled 
ground balls in infield 
drills and walked multiple 
batters as I pitched. But 
the upperclassmen looked 
out for me and took me 
under their wing. The 
field soon became home 
to me and the team be-
came like my family. Go-
ing to practice was a break 
from the stress of school, 

and I looked forward to 
going all day.

As an underclassmen, 
I was quiet. Although I 
was a starter, I spent a 
lot of time just trying not 
to mess up or get in the 
way. Being elected Cap-
tain for my Upper year 
really forced me to step 
out of my comfort zone 
and allowed me to grow 
as both a leader and a 
teammate. Being Captain 
forced me to learn how 
to think about the team, 
even when I was strug-
gling personally.

Throughout my career, 
there were definitely ups 
and downs. Walk-off home 
runs, errors in the field, 
two undefeated seasons, 
a losing season – I really 
experienced it all. Playing 
softball at Andover taught 
me a lot about the game, 
but it also taught me how 
to deal with adversity and 
disappointment. Andover 
Softball has taught me a 
lot of lessons that I will 
take with me as I move 
on. What I will remember 
the most, though, are the 
friendships that I have 
made with my teammates. 

The girls I had by my side 
are the ones who really 
made it special. Some of 
my greatest memories are 
of the bus rides, trips to 
the trainer’s office after 
practice and blaring mu-
sic while sitting with the 
team in between games at 
the Big East Tournament.

I know I am going to 
miss all of it, and I wish 
that I could do it all over 
again – the practices, the 
games, the team dinners 
and the trips to Chipo-
tle after practice. Even 
though I would have never 
thought I would say this, 
as much as I hated prac-
ticing in the Case Memo-
rial Cage, I wish I could 
have just one more prac-
tice in there. I am forever 
grateful for all the people 
that made Andover Soft-
ball the time of my life, 
and I will never forget the 
feeling of stepping on the 
field to play for Andover.

Diamond in the Rough

I still remember the first 
time that I stepped onto An-
dover’s campus as a young 
ninth grader, intending to 
try out for the Girls’ Varsity 
Soccer team. I had flown into 
Boston the night before from 
my hometown of Portland, 
Oregon, and arrived on the 
East Coast and extremely jet-
lagged.

The next morning, I woke 
up to go to my first Ando-
ver Athletics commitment, 
an early morning try-out on 
Rafferty Field. Despite anx-
ious jitters, the first hour of 
the tryout went surprisingly 
well. I had been playing for an 
intense club team prior to An-
dover, so I was in fairly good 
shape and I was confident 
with my touches on the ball. 
In fact, I was most excited for 
the fitness portion of the try-
out - I know, shocking. With 
speed on my side, I thought 
that this would be my time 
to show my coach, Lisa Joel, 
what I had to offer. This was 
my chance to showcase my 
strong suit. 

We breezed through a 
number of suicides and part-
ner sprints, barely pausing 
to catch our breath. As I was 
hunched over, head between 
my knees, preparing for the 
final series, I began to feel 
nauseous. In stubborn denial, 
I chose to ignore this feeling 

and persevere. Embarrassed 
and slightly confused, I took 
an extra moment to pause at 
the bench prior to the core 
portion of the fitness testing. I 
took a deep breath as I grap-
pled with this onset sickness; 
I knew that physically, I could 
handle this sort of exercise, 
so I blamed my nausea on 
nerves. 

We were midway through 
the core exercises when I was 
overcome with this all-en-
compassing feeling of nausea, 
and I knew in that moment, 
there was no holding it back. 
I was going to throw up. As a 
timid Junior, I did not want 

to draw attention to myself, 
especially when I knew I was 
about to puke my guts out, so I 
casually and cautiously sat up 
in the core circle. With grow-
ing urgency I began to scram-
ble towards Graves Hall. I 
had hoped to make it to the 
privacy of the bathroom, but 
as I broke into a run, I could 
no longer contain it - mid-jog, 
I jolted to a stop and threw up 
behind the bench.

I turned around, embar-
rassment turning my cheeks 
bright hues of red, and I was 
met with thirty faces, eyes 
wide and mouths gaping. Ev-
eryone had just watched me 

get up from the drill and run 
over to the bench, where I 
vomited for the whole world 
to see. In that moment, I 
thought that I had flushed my 
Andover soccer career down 
the toilet, along with my so-
cial life and any chance I had 
at being anyone other than 
“the girl who threw up at 
tryouts.” But later that week, 
when I received an email 
with my name attached to the 
Varsity Girls’ Soccer roster, 
all of that self-consciousness 
turned into shock. I had been 
given the honor of represent-
ing the school I love on the 
athletic fields, an opportunity 

that overjoyed me.
I share this colorful anec-

dote to illustrate to everyone 
who fears trying out for an 
Andover athletics team that 
even after the roughest of 
starts, your athletic career can 
still become one of the most 
positive and enriching expe-
riences you have on campus. 
Contrary to our Andover’s 
motto, the end does not al-
ways depend on the begin-
ning. Through my sports ca-
reer, I have built relationships 
that have withstood the test 
of time, the toughest losses 
and the darkest days. Most 
importantly, however, these 

friendships are the ones that 
encourage me to embrace 
the bright side of life and rel-
ish in the victories. Andover 
athletics have allowed me to 
discover the elements of my 
own self of which I am most 
proud, and it has fostered my 
development throughout my 
four years at Andover. 

I graduate with nothing 
but the highest respect and 
admiration for all of those I 
have met and interacted with 
throughout my athletics ex-
perience, for the coaches, 
teammates and mentors who 
inspire me on a daily basis. 
Regardless of how shaky the 
beginning is, Andover ath-
letics can become a source of 
uncapped inspiration, influ-
ential experience and, most 
importantly, a facet through 
which you can build lifelong 
and life-changing relation-
ships. It is an honor to wear 
Andover blue, both on the 
field and off. I am forever 
grateful for the opportuni-
ty I was given to make a dif-
ference in my community 
through athletics.

Finis Origine Non Pendet

Kinsey Yost ’15
J.WOLFE/THE PHILLIPIAN

Ravenne Nasser ’15 
E.KAUFFMAN-LADUC/THE PHILLIPIAN

Dylan Mott Ravenne Nasser

Kinsey Yost

Ravenne Nasser is a four-
year Senior from Methuen, 
Mass. She Captained Soft-
ball and played Girls Varsi-
ty Basketball.

Dylan Mott is a four-year 
senior from Glen Ridge, 
NJ. He played Boys Varsity 
Soccer.

Kinsey Yost is a four-
year senior from Portland, 
OR. She co-captained Girls 
Varsity Soccer and also 
lettered in Indoor Track, 
Track & Field, Nordic, and 
Girls Varsity Lacrosse. She 
earned the Abbot Academy 
Award. 

Dylan Mott ’15
J.WOLFE/THE PHILLIPIAN
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I’m yearning for something to 
say. I think many of my friends 
and peers would say that this 
type of stuff, writing reflections, 
is exactly what I am all about. I 
love being introspective, finding 
out who we really are, and diving 
into those revealing conversa-
tions with ourselves—trying to 
answer the questions as to why 
do we choose to make certain in-
tentional decisions. Thus, there’s 
a certain irony in the fact that I 
am going into writing this with-
out, it seems, intention. 

Strangely, I felt this same lack 
of directive when I first came 
to Andover as a Post-Graduate 
(PG).

I think almost everyone who is 
accepted to Andover has earned 
their spot. It takes hard work and 
drive and talent and the it-factor 
that the admissions office has a 
knack for finding in each year’s 
class. In my classes, at the lunch 
table even, I am blown away by 
the caliber of discussion and in-
tellectual curiosity and empathy 
and introspectiveness present 
in my fellow students. Every-
where I look, I see excellence. 
Our school is flooded with it. 
This trend extends far beyond 
the classroom, however, into ar-
tistic talents, musicianship, ath-
letic achievement and character 
strength. 

I’m not sure I earned my spot 
here the way many have. By the 
numbers, I was a third-genera-
tion legacy applicant, both of my 
parents are alumni and ten mem-
bers of my family are Andover 
alumni. But what is even more 
than this is the apathetic truth 
that I sort of “ended up” here.

Last year, a concussion took 
my senior soccer season away at 
my previous high school. I was 
bummed, as I felt I could prove 
myself as a kid worthy of play-
ing at the collegiate level and on 
a whim, I decided to rip through 
an Andover application. I felt 
that if my college decisions were 
not what I would hope for at the 
end of April I could take another 
year and try again. My decisions 

were not what I had hoped for 
and thus plan B became plan A 
and I found myself slipping into 
another year of high school rath-
er than embracing the opportu-
nity I had created for myself.

I remember a moment in the 
car with my dad, whom I love 
more than the world and who has 
a wont for being acutely forward 
and honest, asking me what I was 
truly doing with this PG year. An-
dover is great, but it is an invest-
ment. Was I just taking another 
year to have fun or was I going to 
be able to accomplish something 
real? My dad understood that an 
acceptance letter could never 
determine my worth, but he ad-
vocated, and rightly so, I believe, 
that I get some tangible achieve-
ment out of this fifth year.

It took me several months to 
really find my spot here. Despite 
an unforgettable soccer season 
in the fall, I was not truly pres-
ent outside of the soccer field. 
I spent much of my time in my 
dorm working and reading, and 
going for runs by myself. I let An-
dover sort of wash over me rather 
than truly diving into everything 
Andover has to offer. One night 
in early January I had heard 
that a few of the lacrosse players 
were going to shoot in the Cage, 
and having nothing better to do, 
I packed up my lacrosse bag and 
headed over. Little did I know 
this would lead to my favorite 
Andover experience.

I remember getting picked 
apart in the net by everyone who 
shot on me. I was very rusty and 
made few saves but by the end 
of the night my mind was set on 
playing lacrosse in the Spring. 
I hadn’t realized how much I 
missed the game, but what sold 
me was the quality of the group 
of kids that I would come to get 
to know better and better as I be-
gan to get shot on five to six times 
per week. These kids taught me 
to love my favorite sport again, 
and we all worked very hard as 
the season approached. 

No one could have predicted 
how our season would go. On 
paper, we looked like a talent-
ed group, but in just our second 
games of the year we lost to Bel-

mont Hill. With the absence of 
an official New England lacrosse 
post-season tournament, an un-
defeated season was in many 
ways our only potential claim 
to greatness. One week into our 
regular season this dream had 
vanished. 

Our performance against Bel-
mont Hill was poor. While we 
had played hard, even smart at 
times, we did not possess the “it” 
factor that allows great athletes 
– really great teams – to slow the 
game, process the situation, and 
play with grace under pressure. 
Our reaction to this loss would 
become our group’s defining 
moment. As individuals and as a 
team, we had to make a decision 
as to how we would move for-
ward, and we chose to act cou-
rageously and keep fighting as a 
unit. I believe this set a tone for 
the rest of our season, and for me, 
my Andover experience. 

The next week we practiced 
extremely hard and it showed in 
two victories, and this trend con-
tinued to an undefeated rest of 
the season. Resilience and com-
posure defined our team. The re-
solve we continuously displayed 

in the dark moments — in react-
ing to the loss, in being down late 
in games, and in six (insanity, I 
know) overtime wins — proved 
just how courageous we could 
be. We relied on one another, 
and ultimately, that is what made 
this year so special. From Coach 
Moreland down to our Juniors, 
we had group of 24 brothers that 
bought into something greater 
than themselves. I learned the 
invaluable lesson that active en-
gagement and commitment to 
one’s community is infinitely re-
warding. 

Of course, this carries into fac-
ets of life far removed from the la-
crosse field. Lacrosse transcends 
trivial things like wins and loss-
es — it’s about putting your soul 
into something and making a 
personal statement, and in con-
necting with others, we become 
better people and rocks for our 
teammates, peers, and families. 

Andover is unique in how it 
creates independent students. 
We are granted certain freedoms 
and individual responsibilities 
unlike most other high schools. 
This perpetuates a certain au-
tonomy and directive in students 

which makes for the active pur-
suit of their goals. Andover pro-
vides the incredible people, the 
forums, the access, the challeng-
es — the opportunities to grow 
like few places do. I have grown 
from a timid, detached student 
into a very active member of our 
community. I now feel that I stick 
my nose into everything Andover 
has to offer — I introduce my-
self to new people, I am more 
present in the classroom, I am 
involved in the race initiative on 
campus and I am a better friend. 
My lacrosse family provided me 
the support for jumping into my 
community, and Andover provid-
ed the most enriching communi-
ty in the world. 

I am so lucky. I have learned 
how to get after it, how to carry 
the fire. I have sought out worth-
while endeavors and reaped the 
rewards of being accepted into 
community. I now have earned 
my spot at Andover. 

Courage

When I told my middle school 
classmates that I played squash, 
I was often greeted with a blank 
stare. There were only a few 
people who knew that the sport 
existed and even fewer knew 
how to play. To the vast majori-
ty, I would clarify that I was not 
talking about squash, the vege-
table. In contrast, I have loved 
how expansive the instruction-
al and competitive squash pro-
grams are at Andover. Over the 
course of my four years here, I 
have seen more and more peo-
ple coming down to the courts 
to learn the game. Nevertheless, 
many Andover students only 
see a squash racket when Head 
of School John Palfrey declares 
Head of School Day. 

Ever since I was nine years 
old, squash has been my life. 
During the summer, I used to 
go to camps in Boston. I would 
leave at 7 a.m., play eight hours 
of squash, sit in the backseat 
of my mom’s car as we crawled 
through traffic, return home at 
7 p.m. and collapse on my bed. 
In my free time, I spent count-
less hours hitting by myself, 
practicing the same shot again 
and again until it was ingrained 
in my muscle memory. I trav-
elled to tournaments through-
out New England and even had 
the amazing privilege to com-
pete in Paris, Amsterdam and 
Cologne one summer. By the 
time I got to Andover, I was one 
of the top squash players in my 
age group in the United States, 
albeit out of the limited number 
of 13 year-olds who had the op-
portunity to play.

Andover’s squash program 
has never been incredibly 
strong, in part because of how 
busy students are and in part 
because, unlike St. George’s, 
Deerfield, Avon Old Farms, 
Brooks and many other schools, 
we do not heavily recruit squash 

players from overseas. I still 
thought, however, that I could 
continue my upward trajectory 
at Andover. Standing tall at five 
feet and four inches and weigh-
ing 100 pounds, I joined a Varsi-
ty team that was almost entirely 
comprised of upperclassmen 
who were much bigger than I. 
For away games, I was relegated 
to the infamous “bucket seat,” 
squeezing in between driver 
and shotgun. Although the team 
struggled my Junior year, we 
had great success the following 
season, culminating in a mirac-
ulous, come-from-behind victo-
ry against Exeter.

Unfortunately, my own 
squash game started to stagnate. 
While my friends from squash 
camps continued to devote an 
inordinate amount of hours to 
training, I began to focus much 
more on the incredible academ-
ic resources that Andover had 

to offer. My competitors spent 
their time after school perfect-
ing their drop shots and volleys, 
while I stayed up late putting 
finishing touches on English 
essays and cramming for math 
tests. Needless to say, practic-
ing on five hours of sleep is not 
conducive to improvement.

Going into my Upper year, I 
was committed to take the next 
step and rejoin the upper eche-
lon of high school squash play-
ers. I did Gunga Fit in the fall, 
painfully dropping a minute off 
my mile time and developing 
crucial upper body strength, 
which had previously been 
nonexistent. Before the season 
began, I felt that I was at the 
pinnacle of my physical fitness 
and squash technique. I soon 
got injured, though, and was 
forced to miss most of the year 
because of a stress fracture and 
subsequent health problems. 

Frustrated, I watched from the 
sidelines and thought that the 
season was ruined.

I was wrong, though. Eventu-
ally, I recovered and returned to 
playing, although not nearly at 
the level at which I wanted to 
be. But I was eager to get back 
on the court. The team drove 
down to Philadelphia for the 
High School National Champi-
onship, where we were seeded 
low in our division and did not 
expect to win more than one 
match. Inspired by Katy Perry’s 
recently released single, “Dark 
Horse,” however, we toppled 
the first seed and took the title. 
In our closest match, I hobbled 
my way to a comeback victory.

At some point during that 
Championship run, I gave up 
my dream of becoming one of 
the best players. Perhaps my 
injury helped me realize that 
while I still loved the game, it 

was not something I wanted to 
practice all the time. Concur-
rently, my academic experience 
at Andover broadened my intel-
lectual horizons. Parsing seem-
ingly inscrutable sentences 
of “Ulysses” or discussing the 
complexities of the history of 
the Middle East became much 
more meaningful to me than 
any success on a squash court. 
Indeed, this past year, as the 
first seed, I played opponents 
who had devoted their entire 
time at high school to squash. 
In one of my last matches of 
the season, I faced one of my 
closer squash friends, Timmy 
Brownell. Although we were 
relatively evenly matched five 
years ago, Timmy had contin-
ued to attend camps and tour-
naments, eventually becoming 
the number one in the country. 
He won handily, but I was not 
angry at all. He had chosen his 
path, a path for which I have 
endless respect, and I had cho-
sen mine.

My parents frequently quote 
author Malcolm Gladwell, who 
hypothesizes that it takes at 
least 10,000 hours to master a 
skill. Timmy has spent his time 
playing squash; I have spent my 
thousands of hours at Andover, 
sometimes playing squash, but 
also sometimes playing tennis, 
sometimes playing Cluster soc-
cer and sometimes doing every-
thing else that have made my 
four years here so memorable. 
Athletics were an integral sub-
set of my Andover experience, 
but a subset nonetheless. Even 
though I no longer dominate 
the squash court like Timmy, I 
have no regrets. “Two roads di-
verged....”

10,000 Hours
Justin Curtis

Culver Duquette

Culver Duquette is a 
Post-Graduate from Tittusville, 
NJ. He played Boys Varsity La-
crosse.

Justin Curtis is a four-year 
senior from Boxford, MA. He 
played Boys Varsity Squash.

Justin Curtis ’15
J.MORELAND/THE PHILLIPIAN

Culver Duquette ’15 
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“Ready...row! Battle pad-
dle here ladies, battle paddle.” 
The coxswain’s voice echoes 
through the boat. Our heels 
drive down onto the footboards 
and our boat propels forward 
in the water. Our backs and 
arms swing back and forth to-
gether, and I feel like a part of 
something much bigger than 
myself. We can feel our bod-
ies moving as one. Crew relies 
upon the synergy of a boat full 
of girls rowing in unison – the 
boat will not move unless the 
nine of us are working togeth-
er. I look to find an equal level 
of dependency amongst other 
teams and communities I find 
myself in. 

“That’s mine, we’re on the 
line,” one of my soccer team-
mates shouts. Without hesita-
tion, we line up to sprint across 
the field and then resume drill-
ing. On our soccer team, we 
made an agreement which we 
called “ownership.” If one of us 
messed up because of careless-
ness or lack of effort, we would 
take ownership of the slip-up, 
and the entire team would 
run a sprint for it. There were 
no questions, there were no 

groans. There was a simple un-
derstanding that we were going 
to hold each other accountable. 
What we did on the field affect-
ed our entire team; we would 
win together and lose together. 
There was an understanding 
that our responsibility would 
make us all better and unite the 
team in unimaginable ways.

Rowing on the Crew team 
and playing on the Soccer team 
were two of my most enriching 
experiences at Andover.

I have found that the things 
that make me happiest are the 
embrace of a teammate after 
she has scored, the squeeze of 
my hand after a tough loss and 
cheering on my teammates as 
loudly as if she was on the oth-
er side of the world. As a team, 
we are grouped together at the 
beginning of each season, but 
from there, our bond extends 
much farther than any roster 
or score sheet can define.   

Whatever your interests are – 
whether it’s singing your heart 
out on stage, dancing to the 
beat of the newest pop song, 
solving a difficult math prob-
lem, or draining a three-point-
er – find what you love and 
what makes you truly happy 
and devote yourself to its suc-
cess. I do not measure suc-

cess with a scoreboard or test 
grade, but by the experience. 
My passions are played out on 
the sports field, so the relation-
ships I make on my teams are 
the way I measure the season’s 
success. Do I want the team to 
win? Yes, of course – but I do 
believe that the foundation of 
support and love a team builds 
transcends its record. In devot-
ing myself to the success of my 
teams, I have discovered that I 
have made unbreakable bonds 
with people I may not have 
otherwise met. 

Andover athletics have chal-
lenged me and strengthened 
me in fashions I would have 
never envisioned. Some of the 
best lessons I have learned have 
not come out of a textbook, but 
from a devastating loss or a 
hard fought win. These expe-
riences taught me how to un-
conditionally trust and rely on 
a group of girls. Andover ath-
letics instilled in me a desire to 
form similar bonds with other 
people in my life.   

Success: A Definition

Game 7 of the World Series. Gi-
ants down 6-3. Bases loaded. I walk 
up to the batter’s box, tap the cor-
ners of home plate, and steady my 
bat. Moments later, I crush a 95 mile 
per hour fastball over the fence at 
AT&T Park. Giants win the World 
Series! With the crowd cheering me 
on, I round the bases triumphantly.

 Growing up, that was always my 
goal - to be the first Indian player 
in Major League Baseball and to 
hit a game-winning homerun in the 
World Series. I religiously followed 
the Giants, kept tabs on batting av-
erages, and attended almost every 
game I could. Although I made the 
Cupertino National Little League 
All-Star team four times, I never 
really figured out the whole ¨watch 
sports, be good at playing sports¨ 
thing. When I came to Andover, I 
realized the hard truth; I didn’t have 
much of a budding baseball career 
left. There was no way I would make 
it past JV1. I traded away my cleats 
and mitt for a pair of running shoes 
and shorts. Along the way, I earned 
some Varsity letters, ran some fast 
times, and got an opportunity to 
wear the jersey of legends - the 
Andover jersey. More importantly, 
though, running offered me a group 
of close friends and a challenge that 
always left me panting for more.

 At barely 5’0” and no more than 
90 pounds, no one expected much 
out of me at my first practice. Al-
though I had run a little bit over the 
summer, I started in the Training 
Group. I developed an interest in 
running and found inner motivation 
to run well. Teammates helped me 
not only on the Great Lawn,  where 
practices and races ended, but also 
in the larger Andover communi-
ty, helping me find my place at this 
school and passing on all the wis-
dom they had. 

By the end of my Freshman Fall, 
I was on par to make the Varsity 
Interschols team; unfortunately, a 
poor showing at Andover-Exeter 
due to cramps crushed my chances. 
As I cried near the Sphere and was 
carried back to America House by 
my dormmates, I resolved to make 
the Varsity team as a Lower.

 The summer between my Junior 
and Lower year, my hunger to be a 
great runner manifested itself in 5 to 
8 mile runs at 6:30 in the morning. 
When I returned to the cross coun-

try course, I placed third at the first 
time trial, much to everyone’s sur-
prise. I ran for Varsity throughout 
the season and helped Andover to 
a fourth place finish at Interschols. 
I also ran my personal best in the 
5K with a time of 17:02. That sea-
son, with my personal success and 
rapport with the upperclassmen, 
was my favorite Andover season. I 
also received my Varsity jacket that 
year; a moment that no Andover let-
terman will ever forget. The pride of 
wearing a Varsity jacket - even if it 
was for Cross Country, not Baseball 
- gave me a boost of confidence and 
a spring in my step.

 The next year, as an Upper, I 
got off to a slow start. Having not 
trained much over the summer and 
dealing with an Osgood-Schlatter 
injury, I was unable to improve on 
my Lower season. As an Upper, I 
emerged as a team leader but was 
not selected as Captain. As I re-
flected on what it meant to be part 
of the team but not be Captain, I re-
alized that I had come to love run-
ning for two reasons: first, the group 
of friends it gave me, and second, 
the challenge it put in front of me. 
Not being elected Captain couldn’t 
change that. The group of guys I 
met through running were the guys 
I often ate meals at Commons with, 
did homework with, and went to the 
Den with. As is the case with many 
athletes, my teammates became a 
part of my support structure.

 Moreover, running offered a 
challenge: to run the fastest time 
you could by pushing your body to 
its limits. In many ways, running 
was a mind game in which I had to 
tell myself I could keep going when 
every part of my body told me to 
stop. I fell in love with finding the 
will to succeed.

 Although I do not plan on run-
ning in college - except maybe when 
I’m fifteen minutes late to my 10 
a.m. Freshman seminar - what I will 
always remember about running are 
the core values it instilled in me and-
my love of competition and my will 
to persevere. I will always cherish 
the friendships I made and the feel-
ing of setting a personal record.

Finding Perseverence

“If you work hard and come to 
the indoor practice sessions in the 
winter, you will be on the team next 
year,” Andover Boys Soccer Head 
Coach Bill Scott told me in early 
September of my Upper year. He 
had led me away from the recovery 
stretching circle to say those words 
to me, words that I have carried 
with me to this day.

Coach Scott had just cut me from 
Varsity soccer, and yet I walked off 
that field feeling more accomplished 
than I had ever been. I knew that 
there would eventually be a place 
for me on that team, that one day I 
would rightfully don that elusive 
jacket – even if it was just a glorified 
windbreaker with my name on the 
sleeve and my team on the back. At 
the moment, that was enough for 
me. 

Unlike some of my Junior year 
dorm mates, I had no desire to start 
on Varsity as an underclassman, 
to captain the team as a Senior or 
break the school records in my final 
game. I came to Andover wide-eyed 
and ambitious, but I knew where 
my strengths and weaknesses lay; 
the soccer pitch saw a healthy mix 
of both. Yet here I was, playing soc-
cer on the America House lawn, 
surrounded by future Varsity start-
ers and collegiate athletes who 
quickly became some of my best 
friends. It didn’t take long for us to 
become known as the soccer dorm, 
and I couldn’t help but want some of 
what my more talented dorm mates 
had: their ambition and skill quickly 
rubbed off on me. 

I found myself on the JV2 soccer 
team in my first year, one of four 
scrawny Juniors who had been 
lucky enough to catch a coach’s eye 
on the first day of JV3 tryouts, al-
lowing us to forego the experience 
of playing on a no-cut, entirely Ju-
nior team. 

A couple of us broke into the JV1 

team as Lowers, and by some act 
of providence I happened to come 
across the first goal in our season 
opener (it would go on to be my only 
goal of the season, but it was a great 
season nonetheless). We were all 
happy to be playing soccer and even 
happier to be playing Andover soc-
cer, even in its diluted form of Junior 
Varsity.

The talk with Coach Scott at the 
beginning of my Upper year made 
me determined to make my last 
season on JV a great one, one for 
the records books if they kept such 
things for JV. I captained with two 
of my best friends, and we played 
some great soccer and had some 
great times. All the while, however, 
I knew that I would trade an entire 
undefeated season with JV for a 
minute on the field of a Varsity win. 

After our Wednesday games, I 
would walk down the hill to catch a 
glimpse of the ongoing Varsity game. 
In front of me were the people with 
whom I would play pickup soccer 
on the Great Lawn, but as I watched 
them play on Smoyer Field in their 
immaculate white and blue Ando-
ver uniforms, they seemed more like 
demigods than friends and soccer 
players. 

When I wasn’t playing or watch-
ing soccer, I was moonlighting in 
the musty basement of Morse Hall, 
fulfilling my duties as a Sports Edi-
tor for The Phillipian, vol. CXXXVII. 
I cherished opportunities to edit 
soccer articles even though I often 
went late into the night, scavenging 
for quotes and obsessing over insig-
nificant phrasing; there are only so 
many ways to say “He kicked the 
ball.”

My world was full of soccer, and 
some people noticed this enough 
to actually assume that I was on 
Varsity. People would come up to 
me in the library and ask how my 
game went, expecting the score of 
the Varsity game in return. Others 
would be surprised to find me sit-
ting amongst them in the stands as 

a common spectator, no different 
from them and not on the pitch as 
the player they thought me to be. I 
corrected them, but didn’t mind, be-
cause I would soon be on that team. 
All roads lead to Smoyer. Or so I 
thought.

I tore two ligaments in my knee, 
my ACL and my MCL, and my me-
dial meniscus in one of the few re-
maining games in the JV season. I 
don’t remember much. I remember 
stepping in to stop a shot, and then I 
remember hitting the grass. Wheth-
er or not I made actually contact 
with the ball is beyond me. 

It was incorrectly diagnosed as 
a hyperextended knee on the side-
lines, and I was told I could go back 
and finish the rest of the game if I 
wanted. I didn’t want to, but with 
the Varsity team in mind I did my 
best to bear the pain and get on with 
the game. Andover wouldn’t stop 
for a hyperextended knee, and The 
Phillipian’s articles and homework 
eagerly awaited my return back to 
campus. 

I put off going to Isham Health 
Center until after classes the next 
day and spent my time hobbling to 
class, utilizing all ten minutes of 
passing periods to get from Samu-
el Phillips Hall to Bulfinch Hall. A 
week and a half later, the MRI con-
firmed fears that I didn’t even know 
I had when it reported tears and 
sprains galore. In a state of utter dis-
belief, I laughed in my orthopedist’s 
face. 

The post-surgery pains made it 
hard to sleep, and at times like that 
nothing was worse than being alone 
with my thoughts. I didn’t know 
when I would kick a soccer ball 
again or when I would be able to 
walk without a limp, but I did know 
that I would never play Varsity. By 
next fall, I would be lucky to be as 
good as I was cut my Upper year.

My dream of playing on Smoy-
er during Andover/Exeter in my 
Senior year would be just that: a 
dream. While my friends were 

nothing but supportive, at times it 
seemed like we were falling apart. 
All of my friendships were built off 
the premise that we were soccer 
players. Each pass I made strength-
ened our bonds, and each goal I 
scored brought us closer. 

I never considered myself a jock, 
and I’m sure no one on campus did 
either, but for so long it felt like I 
needed that Varsity letter to validate 
the prominence of soccer in my life.

It took me a long time to realize 
that no Andover experience re-
quires validation. Our school’s social 
hierarchy permeates nearly every 
aspect of campus life. Few things 
seem to be regarded as highly as 
being on a Varsity sports team, but I 
eventually learned that much of the 
pressure I felt to become a Varsity 
athlete stemmed from a misguided 
sense of what truly mattered to me.

My conflation of Varsity had 
clouded what really brought my 
friends and me together – a love for 
the game that was no more preva-
lent at the Varsity level than at the 
intramural level.

A big part of me will always wish 
that I hadn’t stepped in to block 
that shot, that I was on the field as 
a teammate and not a spectator at 
Andover/Exeter this year. A big part 
of me, however, also knows that my 
Andover experience will not be de-
fined by what side of the field I sat 
on. I will not leave campus with a 
Varsity letter or jacket, but who’s to 
say that I haven’t earned the right to 
take pride in the innumerable ways 
it has shaped my Andover experi-
ence? 

Just as I will forever carry scars 
on my left knee, I will carry Andover 
athletics with me long after my foot-
steps fade from the beaten-down 
Andover paths. I may not have made 
the team, but through a love for 
sports, I made lifelong friends and 
everlasting memories, which is far 
more than I could have ever asked 
for. 

For the Love of the Game

Andrew Zheng ’15
J.WOLFE/THE PHILLIPIAN
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Elizabeth KempKailash Sundaram

Andrew Zheng is a four-year 
senior from Naperville, IL.

Kailash Sundaram is a four-
year senior from Andover, Mass., 
and a Sports Editor for The Phil-
lipian CXXXVII. He ran on Boys 
Cross Country. 

Elizabeth Kemp is a three-year 
senior from Greenwich, CT. She 
co-captained Girls Varsity La-
crosse, Girls Varsity Hockey and 
Girls Crew.

Elizabeth Kemp ’15
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After completing a re-
cord-breaking undefeated reg-
ular season with 15-1-0 and 
Captain Evagelia Toffoloni ’15 
topping the all-time record for 
most goals scored in a season, 
Andover Field Hockey achieved 
extensive success in 2014.

Head Coach Kate Dolan said, 
“It was an incredible season. 
One for the record books and the 
scrapbooks for sure.”

 Eva Toffoloni became An-
dover’s official leading scorer 
by racking up an impressive 24 
goals for the season, totaling 51 
career goals in her four years at 
Andover.

“Watching [Eva Toffoloni] 

break the records was nothing 
but pure happiness for me,” said 
her sister Katerina Toffoloni ’15. 
“I couldn’t have been more proud 
to have shared a moment so spe-
cial with someone so special to 
me.”

With ten Seniors and 16 total 
returners on a team of 19 girls, 
Andover went into the season 
confident, comfortable and pre-

pared. Its cohesiveness as a team 
was reflected in its 55 season 
goals, the most in the league.

Hannah Burns ’15 said, “The 
team this season was the closest 
it has ever been. Our bond was 
what led us to be so successful.”

After a devastating 4-3 loss to 
Phillips Exeter Academy in 2013, 
Andover, in its last game of the 
regular season, beat Exeter for 

the first time in three years with 
a decisive score of 4-1 to finalize 
its undefeated regular season re-
cord.

Andover began the game with 
a vengeance. After a charged six 
minutes of Andover domination, 
Beth Krikorian ’17 set the tone of 
the game by tipping the ball off a 
rebound into the goal to give An-
dover a 1-0 lead against Exeter. 
Andover went on to score twice 
more in the first half and again 
in the first minute of the second 
half.

“Beating Exeter was the icing 
on the cake of our undefeated 
season. It was a glorious sensa-
tion and feeling of accomplish-
ment to have beat them for the 
first time since I arrived as a 
freshman,” said Katerina Toffolo-
ni.

Burns said, “It was just a real-
ly exciting end to the season. We 
had a huge crowd because we 
were so successful in the season, 
so it was definitely a season high-
light.”

Andover’s nearly flawless re-
cord included additional victo-
ries against Tabor and Nobles & 
Greenough, both of whom it had 
lost to in 2013.

Krikorian said, “Beating both 
Tabor and Nobles was huge for us 
because they are always known 
to be some of our toughest com-
petition.”

Andover battled Tabor in its 
fifth game of the season. Both 
teams were undefeated up until 
that point. Starting out strong, 
Andover stole the ball from Tabor 
seconds after the beeper sound-
ed. Eva Toffoloni skirted around 
several defensive Tabor players 
to push the ball into net just 37 
seconds after the game’s start.

“[Tabor was] really physical 
and a great game,” said Krikorian.

The glorious 5-3 victory was a 
tipping point in the season and 
determined how Andover would 
finish the rest of its matchups.

Towards the end of the sea-
son, Andover triumphed against 
Nobles, who had been the Class 
A Champions the year before. 
It eked out a 3-1 win, outplaying 
Nobles with a whopping 17 cor-
ners to Nobles’ three.

Andover unfortunately went 
on to crack under the pressure 
of being first seed against eighth 
seed Loomis Chaffee in the play-
offs, falling 3-0. Despite the dis-
appointing ending to an unde-
feated regular season, Andover 
looks back on the season with 
nothing but positivity.

“Although we lost the playoff 
game, I couldn’t have been more 
proud playing out on our turf up 
until the buzzer ran,” said Kater-
ina Toffoloni.

Krikorian added, “For next 
season, we are definitely aiming 
for another run like this year, but 
hopefully we will come out on 
top in the playoffs next time.”

Andover’s 2014 season was 
marked not only by victory, but 
also by the team’s chemistry and 
close bond.

Eva Toffoloni said, “Field 
Hockey 2014 was bar none my 
favorite team and season I have 
ever been a part of. I have never 
seen a group of girls with such 
energy, intensity and unity.”

Kelly McCarthy ’16 added, 
“Our winning record reflected 
how close-knit our group was. 
Field Hockey 2014 was a group 
of hardworking, caring, selfless 
girls who gave everything they 
had for their teammates.”

Andover graduates nine Se-
niors this year: Lila Dolan ’15, 
Anna Fucillo ’15, Julia Marcus 
’15, Eliza Quigley ’15, Hayley Sil-
va ’15, Nikoletta Toffoloni ’15, Eva 
Toffoloni, Katerina Toffoloni and 
Burns. It returns four rising Se-
niors next year who look to fill in 
their shoes.

McCarthy said, “Next year, we 
will miss our incredible Seniors, 
who were many of the strongest 
leaders this program has ever 
seen. Yet, despite how many play-
ers we graduate, I know next sea-
son will be just as special.”

By Alexa Tsay
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER
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Undefeated Regular Season Cut Short by Playoff Upset

Captain Eva Toffoloni ’15 led her team to an undefeated regular season, breaking records along the way.
J.WOLFE/THE PHILLIPIAN

Girls Cross Country left its 
competition trailing behind, rac-
ing to an undefeated regular sea-
son and a victory at Interschols 
to claim the title of New England 
Prep School Division I Champi-
ons.

Andover’s season opening win 
at the Codfish Bowl only fore-
shadowed more success and im-
provement as the year went on.

Led by Captain Anoush She-
hadeh ’15, the team played to its 
strengths and capitalized on its 
depth by racing in packs during 
meets.

Andover’s pack of Shehadeh, 
Grace Rademacher ’18, Carmen 
Bango ’16, Michaela Jones ’18, and 
Peyton McGovern ’16 finished in 
the top five spots in three of six 
meets this season, while the team 
as a whole took at least seven 
spots in the top ten of every race.

These packs were kept together 
by the strong bonds between run-
ners on the team and their desire 
to succeed.

Parker Tope ’16 said, “We are a 
really close team, on and off the 
race course. We are also extreme-
ly competitive with each other 
and other teams. Instead of focus-
ing our competitive nature into 
negative racing energy, we really 
learned to push each other down 
to the very second for times, or 
beating another Deerfield or Ex-
eter [student]. Our packs were 
seamless, and, overall, we were 
the strongest and smartest team 
out there. We raced to win.”

Rademacher added, “Aside 
from great coaching, I think our 
positivity and love for the sport, 
along with guidance from our 
outstanding captain, helped make 
us successful.”

During its undefeated regular 
season, Andover outran Choate, 
St. Paul’s, Northfield Mount Her-
mon, Deerfield, and Exeter. The 
team’s endurance was put to a 
final test at Hotchkiss, where it 
competed in Interschols for the 
Championships.

Even when racing against the 
fastest runners it had seen all sea-
son at Interschols, Andover was 
still able to maintain its packs 
with the team’s top five runners 
finishing less than a minute apart.

Rademacher and Jones led 
Andover and finished third and 
fourth overall with times of 19:10 
and 19:16, respectively. Follow-
ing close behind were McGovern 
and Shehadeh at 19:24 and 19:37. 
Bango rounded out Andover’s top 
pack with a time of 19:55, while 
Sharon Platt ’15 and Tope finished 
a second apart at 20:57 and 20:58, 
respectively.

The combined top finishes so-
lidified Andover’s Championship 
title, capturing it for the first time 
in five years.

Members of the team also run 
competitively during the off-
season. Shehadeh placed fourth 
at the 2013 Footlocker National 
Cross Country Championships 
and joined Bango, Jones, McGov-
ern, Tope, and Rademacher for 
the Nike Cross Nationals regional 
championship last December.

Andover will graduate seniors 
Platt, Qiqi Ren ’15, and Sheha-
deh, who provided guidance and 
leadership to the younger run-
ners on the team’s journey for the 
Championship. Returners Mc-
Govern, Tope, and Sharon Zhang 
‘16, as well as 2014 newcomers 
Rademacher, Bango, and Jones, 
will carry on the legacy of dedi-
cation and resilience left by the 

team’s leaders next season.
“[Shehadeh] was so loving and 

encouraging all of the time. She 
always knew just what to say to 
spark motivation in everyone. 
[Platt] was such a great push-
er. She’d push the pace, push ef-
fort, and honestly keep everyone 
laughing. [Ren] was the hardcore 
runner who scared me at first, but 
is honestly one of the best team-
mates ever on and off the race 
course,” added Tope.

McGovern added, “All of the se-
niors were incredible. Every sin-
gle senior contributed immense 
team spirit at practices and the 
meets. We relied a lot on the se-
niors for their support and experi-
ence. [Shehadeh] went above and 
beyond as our captain. She made 
sure that every runner knew that 
they were an important part of 
PAXC. [Shehadeh] is unbelievably 
passionate and caring. PAXC was 
so lucky to have her as our leader.”

Inspired by its dominant per-
formance this year, Girls Cross 
Country will be training even 
harder leading up to the 2015 sea-
son to ensure that it can defend its 
Championship title. 

GIRLSXC

New Talent Leads the Pack
By Stephan Min

PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

FIELDHOCKEY

BOYSXC

Andover Boys Cross Coun-
try Captain Ethan McIntosh ’15 
crossed the finish line in third 
place at the New England Prep 
School Division 1 Championships, 
leading the team to a second place 
finish. The team ended its season 
with an impressive 4-1 record. 

Andover had a team of compet-
itive Seniors, racing as the only 
team with five Seniors at Inter-
schols. Andover will graduate its 
top runner McIntosh, as well as 
Indoor Track Captain John Gor-
ton ’15, Tom Burnett ’15, Arthur 
Doran ’15 and Paul McGovern ’15. 

“A major reason for this sea-
son’s success is due to the leader-
ship and talent of the Senior class. 
It was great to race cross country 
with them for one last season,” 
said Ralph Skinner ’16

McIntosh continued to domi-
nate throughout the season, in-
spiring the team with two finish-
es, breaking the 16-minute barrier 
and winning more than half of his 
races. McIntosh, McGovern and 
Gorton all earned All-Star New 
England Honors for placing in the 
top twenty at Interschols. 

“[McIntosh] was an extraordi-
nary captain. HE led through ex-
ample. He ran phenomenal times 
as the season went on. It was in-
credible to watch and inspired the 
whole team to strive for times as 
fast as his,” said Basil Alfaro ’18.

The Seniors’ accomplishments 
have set new standards for the 
years ahead. Although their shoes 
will be difficult to fill both on the 
race course and off, Skinner, Col-
by LaPointe ’16 and JV runners 
Alfaro, Jake Peffer ’17, BrianPaul 
Robert ’16, Holder Ringer ’17 and 
Noah Belser ’16 will step up to 
lead the team in the 2015 season. 

Skinner finished second for 
Andover and seventh overall at 
Interschols. Skinner also finished 
in under seventeen minutes at 
Interschols and against Exeter 
a week earlier. Due to Skinner’s 
athletic prowess and leadership, 
the team elected him captain for 
the upcoming season. 

“I’m already looking forward 
to next season’s team. We have a 
lot of young talent, and I hope to 
help them grow in athletics and 
character the same way this year’s 
class of Seniors was able to do for 
me,” said Skinner. 

The team demonstrated its 
depth in the last two races, in 
which each runner gave it their 
all to clench a second place finish 
to Exeter and second overall at 
the Championships the following 
week. 

“I saw a lot of maturity and grit 
in my teammates throughout the 
season, but it showed during that 
last week. The predominant team 
attitude after the race, despite the 
disappointment we experienced, 
was one of hunger to work even 
harder and defeat Exeter the next 
week,” said McIntosh.

The team’s work ethic and re-
silience inspired Head Coach Jeff 
Domina.

Domina said, “Most of all, I’m 
grateful for all the time spent 
in the good company of a great 
group of guys.”

Motivated by its second place 
finish at Interschols, Boys Cross 
Country is hungrier than ever to 
claim the title next season.

Seniors 
Shine On 

The Course
By Whitney Garden

PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Talent-wise, Girls Cross Country was one of Andover’s best.
E.KAUFMANN-LADUC/THE PHILLIPIAN
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Andover Boys Water Polo 
entered the 2014-2015 sea-
son with the goal of retain-
ing its New England Cham-
pionship.

Despite the loss of ten Se-
niors, its players were con-
fident in the veteran core of 
Co-Captains, Marc Sevas-
topoulo ’15 and Nick Faulk-
ner ’16, and seniors Eliot 
Sagay ’15, Alex Li ’15, Chris 
Li ’15 and Aaron Teo ’15.

The Li brothers filled the 
role as the only four-year 
Seniors, and were team re-
lied on by the team for their 
in-game experience.

The team also entered 
the season with a new Head 
Coach, Teaching Fellow 
Howe Kalter ’07, who had a 
dominant collegiate career 
at Bucknell.

While Andover’s final 7-7 
record and its first-round 
playoff loss may seem dis-
appointing, the numbers 
don’t tell the complete sto-
ry.

After struggling early in 
the season with a three-
game losing streak, Ando-
ver’s rookies stepped up 
alongside Co-Captains Sev-
astopoulo and Faulkner, to 
lead the team on a six game 
winning streak.

“[The play of newcomers] 
was a big positive in Ando-
ver’s season, may new play-
ers filled roles on the varsi-

ty squad,” wrote Kalter in 
an email to The Phillipian.

The winning streak was 
highlighted by a dominant 
performance by Faulk-
ner versus Hotchkiss and 
Williston, two perennially 
strong teams, as he tallied 
15 of the team’s 29 goals.

Another highlight was 
provided by newcomer 
Dylan Norris ’16, who drew 
a key penalty versus Suff-
ield, a game against a play-
off team that Faulkner cited 
as his “best moment of the 
season” in an email to The 
Phillipian. 

The win clinched a play-
off berth for the team which 
had experienced adversity 
early in the season, and was 
huge victory in the mind of 
Teo. 

“I was elated when the 
final buzzer went off be-
cause after losing around 
eight seniors last year, no-
body thought that we could 
make the playoffs, but we 
did and proved them all 
wrong. Although we were 
unable to defend our title, 
I am still very proud of our 
team for all that we have 
accomplished this season,” 
said Teo.

Norris, an Upper with a 
6’6” frame, found that his 
raw talent translated ex-
tremely well to the pool, 
and improved mightily over 
the course of the season.

Sevastopoulo looks for 
Norris to do big things next 

season. “[Norris], who be-
gan this season having nev-
er played the game, ended 
the season as a strong start-
er. He’s big and knows how 
to use his size to beat the 
kid who’s defending him. 
And of course, he’s a lot of 
fun to have on the team,” he 
said.

Sagay filled the role 
of all-tournament goalie 
Rome Arnold ’14 admirably, 
constantly posting domi-
nant performances in net. 
In a game against St. John’s 
Prep, he faced 20 shots, 
only allowing one, crushing 
the typical save percentage 
of 30%.

Even with all these mem-
orable moments, the in-
stance Sevastopoulo listed 
as his top memory was the 
7-6 away victory at Choate, 
a game in which the team 
was resilient in the face of a 
raucous crowd. 

“I felt especially proud of 
the team after our 7-6 win 
over Choate in the last min-
utes of the game. We were 
playing against a home 
crowd, and the win said a 
lot about our composure 
in those trying moments, 
when it feels like the odds 
are stacked against us,” 
wrote Sevastopoulo in an 
email to The Phillipian.  

Current Girls Water Polo 
Head Coach Dan O’Shea 
will take over the role as 
Head Coach of the boys 
team next year.

“We are really excited 
for next season with Coach 
O’Shea. He has  a great re-
cord under his belt coach-
ing the girls team and we 
look forward to seeing how 
he can help us,” said Norris.

Faulkner will act as the 
team’s only Captain next 
year, and looks to headline a 
successful season.

“[Faulkner] is going to 
take the team as far as it can 
go next year. Every season 
he comes back stronger and 

smarter in the pool, and he 
sets an example that the 
rest of the team wants to 
follow,” said Sevastopoulo. 

The team will also be bol-
stered by returning players 
Darren Ty ’16, Darren Ty 
’16, Jonathan Xue ’17, Chris-
tian Alberga ’17, and multi-
ple new recruits.

 “My goal for the coming 
season is to make the play-
offs. That’s definitely feasi-
bly, and our ultimate goal is 
to win the Championship. 
To do that the first step is 
to make the playoffs,” said 
Faulkner.

BOYSWATERPOLO

Newcomers Combat Loss of Ten Seniors
By Howard Johnson

PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Heading into the 2014 sea-
son, Andover Girls Soccer 
didn’t anticipate a particu-
larly successful run after a 
lackluster 2013 season and 
the loss of many Seniors. An-
dover, however, managed to 
defy all odds to cruise to a 10-
4-3 record, clinching the fifth 
seed in playoffs.

A defiant fire was kindled 
in Andover’s first game of 
the year thanks to a 2-0 vic-
tory over Milton Academy. 
This flame continued to burn 
throughout the regular sea-
son and into Andover’s play-
off run.

“Out of my four years on 
the team, I think that the 
most special moment would 
have had to be the first goal 
that was scored this year 
against Milton in our home 
opener. The shock combined 
with the joy and celebration 
with my teammates will be a 
moment unrivaled for many 
years in the future. This year’s 
team was particularly close 
and had fabulous chemistry 
that showed both on and off 
the field. In retrospect, that 
game and goal was the start 
of it all, and I will cherish that 
moment for years to come,” 
wrote Co-Captain Kinsey 
Yost ’15 in an email to The 
Phillipian.

Andover picked up sever-
al impressive victories in the 
regular season, including a 
1-0 victory over defending 
New England Preparatory 
School Athletic Council Class 
B Champions Tabor and a 
pair of 3-1 victories against 
Worcester Academy and 
Phillips Exeter Academy to 
cap off the season.

The team’s success was 
cut short in the first round 
of playoffs when it fell in a 
heartbreaking 2-1 loss to the 
Westminster School. Ando-
ver conceded a goal in the 
dying minutes of overtime in 
a bittersweet finale to an in-
credibly successful year.

Co-Captain Elizabeth 
Kemp ’15 said, “Over my two 
years on this team, the final 
game against Westminster 
was easily one of the most 
memorable. After the game, 
we stood in a huddle on 
the field. We were standing 

hand in hand, and some of 
us were crying. We weren’t 
crying because we lost – that 

didn’t matter too much. 
We were crying because our 
season had to be over, and 
we couldn’t play together 
again. I think that moment 
showed the true character of 
our team: how we valued our 
friendship above everything 
else.”

Despite the team’s early 
exit out of the playoffs, every-
one was incredibly impressed 
with what they had accom-
plished over the season.

Head Coach Elisa Joel said, 
“The Class of ’15 was selfless. 
That’s what set them apart. 
They truly embraced our 
motto of ‘Whatever it takes.’ 
For example, [Co-Captain] 
Alex Thomas ’15 didn’t play 
the second half of her Senior 
season because of an injury, 
but she was there everyday 
for the team. She was a lead-
er, and she made a difference, 
no matter if she could play or 
not. All the Seniors banded 
together to create an incred-
ible Senior leadership team, 
and all of them were looked 
up to. Whatever minutes 
those Seniors got on the field, 
they were the perfect role 
models for giving 150 per-
cent. That’s what made the 
team special and successful. 
They will be hard to replace.”

Kemp said, “One thing that 
will always stick with me is 

how we were a family. We 
spent so much time togeth-
er, on and off the field, and 
we were incredibly close. No 
matter how hectic our terms 
were or how bad our days 
were, we were always excited 
to come to practice and leave 
it all behind.”

This notion of family and 
companionship was the glue 
that held the team together, 
and it was what ultimately 
propelled them to a victorious 
season. Graduating seven Se-
niors, the team looks to main-
tain its chemistry next year in 
order to mirror such success. 

Alana Humes ’15 wrote in 
an email to The Phillipian, 
“One of the many things I will 
take away from my Andover 
Soccer career is the notion 
of unity and doing whatever 
it takes for one another. Girls 
Varsity Soccer is like a family. 
Those girls are like my sisters, 
and I could only hope to ex-
perience something similar to 
that in college. Having been 
a new Upper, it was so nice 
to have a team full of friend-
ly faces to have dinner with, 
or to simply say ‘Hi’ to on the 
pathways. I automatically had 
a sense of belonging and these 
girls quickly became some of 
my closest friends. [Coach] 
Joel helped ingrain in all of us 
the importance of being there 
for one another, and that has 
stuck with me since my very 
first practice.”

GIRLSSOCCER

Girls Shine in Upset Victories
By Andrew Zhang

PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

In Will Orben’s first sea-
son as Head Coach, Ando-
ver Boys Soccer finished its 
season with a comeback tie 
against Phillips Exeter Acad-
emy and a record breaking 
number of goals scored by 
Co-Captain Dylan Mott ’15. 
The youth and spirit of the 
team shined throughout the 
season, especially in its sea-
son closer against Exeter.

“It was really great to be 
part of such a young group, 
because it gave me a chance 
to impact their futures at An-
dover on and off the soccer 
field. The Exeter game was 
a perfect example, because 
we needed the young guys 
to step up and they did,” said 
Mott.

With ten minutes left, af-
ter facing a one-goal deficit 
throughout the whole match, 
John Sandor ’17 assisted Mott 
on his 48th career goal in 72 
games. This brought Andover 
to a 1-1 draw with Exeter at 
the final whistle. 

With a 8-3-7 record, An-
dover did not qualify for the 
New England Class A Prep 
School Tournament. This 
came as a disappointment to 
many of the veterans on the 
team.

Co-Captain Josh Murphy 
’15 said, “The season ended 
somewhat controversial-
ly without a playoff berth, 
but that’s not what I will re-
member. I will remember the 
memories of practicing with 
the team day in and day out, 
and making brotherly bonds 
in the mean time. I will re-
member fighting on the field 
every game with my broth-
ers.”

Midfielder Nicolas Sw-
enson ’15 added, “Against 
Exeter, the team as a whole 
played really well together, 
and especially with Dylan 
breaking the record under 
the lights. I am really glad 
that that’s how I’ll remember 
my time with Andover Soc-
cer.” 

The team chemistry and 
dedication of the players 
translated into many success-
es on the field. Andover found 
success right from the start 
of the season, with a 5-1 win 
over St. Paul’s in its first game. 

Three-year player Brandon 
Girard ’16 had a hat trick. 

Later in the season, Mur-
phy scored a buzzer-beater 
goal, when the officials didn’t 
add stoppage time after 90 
minutes of play. Murphy’s 
goal, coming all the way from 
left back, gave Andover a 3-2 
win over Choate. 

Over the course of the sea-
son, Mott inched closer and 
closer to breaking the record 
of career goals. He scored 
four out of Andover’s five 
goals in its 4-3 win against 
Tilton and a 1-1 tie with Mil-
ton.

Among these highlights 
were some shortfalls, includ-
ing a 4-0 loss to Worcester 
Academy. The team also 
faced a defeat against North-
field Mount Hermon by a 
three goal margin. Andover’s 
record and performances 
showed its struggle with con-
sistency, which kept them 
from advancing to the play-
offs. 

Andy Manos ’16, who will 
be a Co-Captain on the team 
next year with Peder Bakken 
’16, said, “This past season, we 
fell short of our goals. There 
were moments throughout 

the season where we played 
like the best team in New En-
gland, but at other times we 
did not play to the same level. 
Next year’s goal is to win the 
Championship.” 

“I’m looking forward to 
see how [the team] progress-
es next year, even if it’s from 
afar,” said Mott.

This years team featured 
eight Seniors, three of which 
were Post-Graduates Culver 
Duquette ’15, Ben Reinisch ’15 
and Calvin Griffin ’15.

Reinisch led Andover’s 
defensive line with Murphy, 
saving and scoring numerous 
goals throughout the season.

The team chemistry car-
ried Andover through diffi-
cult losses and pushed them 
to unthinkable victories. The 
bond of Andover Soccer will 
stay with many of them after 
graduation.

“I’ve never been a part of 
something more fantastic 
than the Andover Boys Soc-
cer program. It shaped who 
I am today and helped me 
make some of my best friends. 
So a big thank you to Andover 
Soccer – I don’t know where 
I’d be without it,” said Mur-
phy.

BOYSSOCCER

Up and Down Season 
Falls Shy of Playoff Berth

By Cassie Chin
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Co-Captain Kinsey Yost ’15 celebrates with her teammates.
J.WOLFE/THE PHILLIPIAN

Co-Captain Dylan Mott ’15 trampled the competition.
J.WOLFE/THE PHILLIPIAN

Nick Faulkner ’16 will lead the team next year in hopes of redeeming the team’s early loss in Championships.
L.HAMANN/THE PHILLIPIAN
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Head Coach Kate Dolan 
led Andover Field Hockey to 
an unforgettable 15-0-1 unde-
feated season that included 
the first victory over Phillips 
Exeter Academy in three 
years. As the guiding voice be-
hind Andover’s record-break-
ing achievements in 2014, 
Dolan has been named The 
Phillipian’s Coach of the Fall. 

Varsity Head Coach since 
1990, Dolan has carried with 
her a significant level of ex-
pertise that allows her to sup-
port and advise her players, 
both on and off the field. Her 
unconditional dedication and 
passion for her team shine 
through her efforts to shape 
her players into the best peo-
ple they can be. 

Anna Fucillo ’15 said, 
“[Dolan] is one of the great-
est coaches of all time. She is 
extremely supportive, yet she 
challenges you to be your best 
every single day. You know 
you have something special 
when your coach can be your 
biggest fan and toughest critic 
at the same time. She makes 
you a better athlete and an 
even better person.”

Ashley Tucker ’18 added, 
“[Dolan] knew how hard to 
push us so that we would 
succeed. She kept us work-
ing hard all season so that we 
didn’t let up or take our wins 
for granted.”

Field hockey played a large 
role in the Walpole, Mass., 
culture where Dolan grew up. 
A skilled athlete, Dolan grew 
up dabbling in a variety of 
sports with her older broth-

er before being introduced to 
field hockey in high school. 
She went on to Captain her 
team at University of New 
Hampshire, and was named 
All-American for her profi-
ciency on the field. 

Despite her clear aptitude 
for field hockey and coaching, 
when asked how she led her 
team to its impeccable unde-
feated season, Dolan down-
played her role in its success.

Dolan said, “This year’s 
team was special because of 
the girls who made up the 
team, who came every day to 
be better than the day before 
and who were willing to sac-
rifice for the sake of the team. 
They were a tremendous 
team in every sense of the 
word, and they accomplished 

what they did because of their 
dedication and love for the 
team, for one another. I did 
not lead the team. They led 
themselves and created their 
success. We had nine Seniors 
who set the tone and led the 
way.”

The players on the team 
attested to her significant role 
as the instigator of their suc-
cess who took a promising 
team and shaped it into a leg-
endary family.

Dolan’s daughter, Lila 
Dolan ’15, wrote in an email to 
The Phillipian, “She cares so 
much about her players and 
would really do anything for 
them. It’s kind of as if I’m not 
her only daughter anymore 
during field hockey season. 
She takes on an additional 20 

children that she gives her 
whole heart and soul to. The 
way she really brings us to-
gether as family at the start of 
every year and fosters our re-
lationships over time is what 
allowed us to go so far this 
year. Although having incred-
ibly skilled and athletic peo-
ple on the team didn’t hurt, it 
was her dedication to us and 
to our unity that helped us to 
have an undefeated season.”

Fucillo added, “Her abil-
ity to foster team unity and 
chemistry is truly one of a 
kind, and her passion for 
coaching is unmatched. [Kate 
Dolan] made the field hockey 
team a true family.”

Kate Dolan’s constant sup-
port for her team enabled it to 
achieve success throughout 

the season. Even for a team as 
skilled as Andover, capturing 
an undefeated record was not 
an effortless feat. One of sev-
eral challenging games was 
against Northfield Mount 
Hermon (NMH), when An-
dover was unable to carve 
out a steady lead. Throughout 
the game, Andover answered 
each of NMH’s goals only to 
have NMH retaliate immedi-
ately after. The pattern was 
ultimately broken by a fifth 
and decisive goal by Eliza 
Quigley ‘15.

“The game at NMH will 
always stand out as a testa-
ment to the grit and resiliency 
of the girls. We won 5-4 after 
falling behind four times in 
the game,” said Kate Dolan.

In tight games like these, it 

was Kate Dolan who inspired 
and challenged her players to 
compete with every ounce of 
their energy and spirit.

Lila Dolan said, “The way 
in which [Kate Dolan] can 
speak to us before every game 
and leave us with chills and 
feeling humbled and inspired 
to perform our best never 
ceases to amaze me. I’ve nev-
er seen someone believe in a 
group of people as much as 
she does with PAFH. Having 
someone believe in you with 
all their heart, you can’t do 
anything but play your best 
and be your best on and off 
the field, just to make them 
proud of you and to have 
them know they haven’t in-
vested their time in someone 
they shouldn’t have.”

Beth Krikorian ’17 said, 
“We all wanted to play our 
best and get the win for her, 
because she deserved it just 
as much as anyone else.”

Fucillo said, “Every game 
we played, we played for each 
other, and we played for [Kate 
Dolan].”

As a veteran on the field, 
a coach and a friend, Kate 
Dolan taught her team to 
work towards the standard 
of excellence she laid out in 
work ethic and mentality.

“[Kate Dolan] supported us 
unconditionally,” said Kriko-
rian. “She taught us that there 
is room for improvement no 
matter what.”

Kate Dolan will return to 
Phelps Stadium for the 26th 
time next fall and looks to 
lead Andover to another in-
credible season.

Kate Dolan: Field Hockey
By Alexa Tsay

PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Adding three new play-
ers, Andover Girls Volleyball 
developed crucial chemistry 
on and off the court that pro-
pelled it to a decisive 11-5 sea-
son record.

The team quickly learned 
to work with each other and 
developed positive energy at 
the beginning of the season, 
thanks to its experienced 
players and the leadership of 
the returners. It kicked off the 
season with two consecutive 
wins against Hotchkiss and 
Taft.

“This year, we gelled right 
from the start. We had a re-
ally great group of girls this 
year, and our friendships off 
the court translated into great 
teamwork on the court. Our 
closeness allowed us to trust 
each other because we knew 
that if we made mistakes, our 
teammates would pick us up,” 
said Co-Captain Erica Shin 
’16.

Girls Volleyball suffered 
from injuries and occasional 
slips during games. However, 
the leadership demonstrated 
by Shin, Co-Captain Annette 
Bell ’16, and Senior players 
Alex Becker ’15, Eden Liv-
ingston ’15, Isabel Taylor ’15, 
coupled with the inspiration-
al plays made by newcomer 
Fran Trautmann ’16 enabled 
Andover to bounce back in 
every match it played.

Despite its 11 victories, the 
team demonstrated its resil-
ience and optimism by adjust-
ing its strategy and learning 
from its losses instead of get-
ting discouraged. 

“As the team developed, 
they made fewer service er-
rors, read the opponents bet-
ter, and made fewer unforced 
errors,” observed Head Coach 
Clyfe Beckwith.

The team developed both 
technically and personally as 
the season went on.

“There was a real connec-
tion with the team this year 
that I have not experienced 
any year at Andover, and I 

am certainly sorry it could 
not have lasted longer, but I 
look back on it with such fond 

memories,” said Becker. 
Many of the players will 

always remember this season 
for their games, practices, bus 
rides, the cheers they com-
posed, and their rituals before 
the games.

Matches against Exeter 
draw out the greatest energy 
and skill from Andover than 
any other games. Andover 
played two close, intense 
games against rival Exeter, 
falling 3-1 in the beginning of 
the season, and losing to its 
rival in a 3-2 nailbiter at An-
dover/Exeter weekend. 

“In my opinion, A/E was 
the best game the Andover 
team has played in my entire 
career here,” said Becker.

The team went on to knock 
out Milton 3-1 in the quarter-
finals of New Englands before 
losing to Choate 3-2 in the 
semifinals by a narrow 15-11 
margin in the fifth set. 

“Playing both Exeter, the 
NEPSAC champions, and 
Choate, the finalists, to 5 sets 
and within 4 points at the 
end of the season at the A/E 
games and the semifinals 
were match highlights. The 
most memorable times are 
the fun we had at practice, 
training to be the best we can 
be,” said Coach Beckwith.

Finishing strong in the 
2014 NEPSAC, semifinalist 
Andover once again prepares 
to bid farewell to the graduat-
ing seniors and looks ahead to 
nurturing new talent. 

Said Beckwith, “Becker, 
Taylor, and Livingston have 
been an integral, vital part of 
the program for a combined 
11 years; you don’t replace 
them, you move on and re-
member what a great time we 
had together. We wish them 
all the best and hope to hear 
from them soon and often.”

Editor’s Note: Erica Shin ’16 
is a Managing Editor for The 
Phillipian.

GIRLSVOLLEYBALL

Experienced Team 
Tallies 11-5 Record

By Viraj Kumar
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Although Andover Football 
faced a season in which they 
overcame hardships and ex-
perienced great improvement, 
it was unable to replicate its 
success last season in which 
Andover went undefeated and 
emerged victorious in the New 
England Championships. Ulti-
mately, the team was unable to 
make playoffs and concluded 
the season with a 3-5 record, 
yet edged out Exeter in a thrill-
ing 13-12 season’s end win.

This year’s team was led 
by 18 Seniors, eight of whom 
were Post Graduates. Many 
of these Seniors played mul-
tiple positions and stepped 
up when they were needed, 
demonstrating their flexibility 
and work ethic.

Training camp showed the 
amount of talent with which 
the team would be equipped 
for the coming season.

In an email to The Phillipian, 
Post-Graduate Cam Fryer ’15 
wrote,  “The biggest challenge 
I had to overcome was coming 
into training camp and hav-
ing to learn center because it 
was completely new to me. 
Although I made quite a few 
mistakes at first, I got better 
every week.”

Despite this talent, however, 
Andover got off to a slow start 
with several early injuries that 
continued to plague the team 
as the season continued.

“The biggest challenge this 
year was injuries. When ev-
eryone was healthy, we were a 
great team, but we caught the 
injury bug at times this year,” 
said Needham.

Cornerback J.R. McLaugh-
lin ’15, A.J. McFarlane ’15 and 
Jack Belluche ’16 were some 
of Andover’s star players who 
missed multiple games.

In total the team averaged 
13.9 points per game while al-
lowing 26.4 points per game, 
but almost a quarter of the 
team’s points allowed came in 
a 56-6 blowout against Choate.

The team’s consistent de-
fense and the versatility of its 

players stood out this season. 
In an email to The Phillip-

ian, defensive end Keegan 
Cummings ’17 wrote, “The de-
fense was solid from day one. 
We had some really good ath-
letes, so we knew our defense 
wouldn’t be that much of an 
issue. I think we soon realized, 
with our struggles on offense, 
that we needed to rely on our 
defense to keep us in games.”

Although the team had a 
large upperclassman pres-
ence, young talents, such as 
Junior quarterback Travis 
Lane ’18, also emerged to 
make game-saving plays.

Lane played in six out of the 
team’s eight games and com-
pleted 12 of 37 passes for 241 
yards.

Coach Modeste thinks 
highly of young quarterback 
Lane and is hopeful of what is 
to come.

He said, “I want [Lane] to 
get older in a hurry because 
he is going to be a really good 
quarterback. I think a Varsi-
ty season under his belt will 
make him better.”

The team ended its season 
with perhaps its best perfor-
mance of the year--locked in 

a defensive slugfest with Ex-
eter for 60 minutes, Andover 
emerged victorious 13-12, the 
same score and result of the 
game from the previous year.

Postgraduate Max Anthony 
’15 said, “Exeter was probably 
the highlight of the year. The 
Exeter game was a great at-
mosphere, having it be a night 
game at home under the lights. 
Having everyone storm the 
field after we won at the end 
was a great experience.”

With seven sacks in total, 
Andover kept the momentum 
of the game in its favor.

Andover ended its season 
on a high note, looking to build 
on this positive momentum 
next season when the team 
will be led by Co-Captains 
Jumaane Ford ’16 and John 
Simourian ’16. 

Needham is ready to put the 
team in their hands and has 
confidence that they will lead 
the team to success.

He wrote, “I think the team 
will be great next year. There’s 
a strong group of Seniors com-
ing up who have contributed 
the past few years. The team 
will have great leadership be-
hind [Simourian] and [Ford] 

who are great leaders and who 
have been on the team since 
they were [Juniors].”

As the Seniors say goodbye 
to their Andover Football ca-
reers, they leave with nothing 
but positive memories.

“I’m really going to miss 
my coaches and teammates 
more than anything. I gained 
the best friendships in my life 
from this opportunity,” said 
Fryer.

With many returning play-
ers and a group of strong 
leaders under the guidance 
of Coach Modeste, the future 
bodes well for Andover Foot-
ball.

“I think last year was a re-
building year. We got better 
across the board throughout 
the season, our quarterback-
ing was much improved, 
which made us a more com-
petitive team, and our defense 
was solid pretty much all year. 
We are coming back with a 
more experienced club than 
we were this September,” said 
Coach Modeste.

FOOTBALL

Rebuilding Season Culminates 
In 13-12 Victory over Rival Exeter

By Laura Bilal
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

COACH OF THE FALL

Mike Panepinto ’15 leaves his defender in the dust,
J.WOLFE/THE PHILLIPIAN

Kate Dolan guided her team to a 15-0-1 season full of record breaking memories.
E.KAUFMANN-LADUC/THE PHILLIPIAN
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Equipped with blistering speed 
and dynamic athleticism, Caro-
line Garrity ’15 has excelled in all 
three Varsity sports for which she 
has played at Andover, accumulat-
ing 11 varsity letters in four years. 
She has also been nominated as an 
All-American Girls Lacrosse player 
for three consecutive seasons since 
her Lower year, a testament to her 
athletic prowess as The Phillipian’s 
Female Athlete of the Year.

Garrity was a Captain and a four-
year member of Girls Varsity La-
crosse. She committed to Harvard 
University for Lacrosse next year, 
where she will compete in Division 
I Womens Lacrosse. 

She also played on Girls Varsity 
Hockey for four years and Girls Var-
sity Soccer for three. Garrity con-
siders hockey and lacrosse to be her 
two main sports, as she has played 
them since the age of six.

Martha Fenton, Head Coach of 
both Girls Hockey and Girls La-
crosse, said, “For [Garrity] to be able 
to play three varsity sports and excel 
at all three is an incredible thing. 
Her love for her sports is unbeliev-
able. She’s a great teammate and 
clearly loves all of her peers. She 
enjoys being out there on the field 
or on the rink, and she always brings 

tons of positive energy. Garrity al-
ways goes hard in practice, and she 
always gives 100 percent. Her work 
ethic and her enthusiasm for her 
sports is amazing.”

Garrity plays in an offensive posi-
tion for all three sports, spearhead-
ing Andover’s attack in soccer and 
hockey while dictating the midfield 
in lacrosse. These attacking posi-
tions allow Garrity to fully exploit 
her speed and aggressiveness. She 
was the top scorer for Girls Varsity 
Lacrosse, with 38 goals and 12 as-
sists on the season.

Fenton said, “I think Caroline’s 
greatest asset, in any sport she plays, 
is her speed. This is especially ev-
ident in lacrosse, where she has 
more space to move around since 
she plays center for us. She’s unbe-
lievably fast and she has the ability 
to create space for herself that other 
kids don’t have ” 

Garrity’s athletic ability doesn’t 
stop at her incredible pace, though. 
She has developed masterful stick 
skills and a scorching shot, talents 
that help her excel in both lacrosse 
and hockey.

Garrity added, “People say I’m 
very fast and have a hard shot, 
which is how I excel in lacrosse. It’s 
just a game of speed. I also like to 
think that I’m a smart player and I’m 
poised on the field. Since lacrosse is 
such a fast-paced game, you have to 
slow down in your mind and take 
the game play-by-play without get-
ting overwhelmed.”

While Garrity’s physical skill 
is second to none, her teammates 
also extol her enduringly positive 
attitude and leadership skills. Garr-
ity fulfills her role as the Captain on 
the lacrosse team to the best of her 
ability, striving to create a welcom-
ing atmosphere for all of Andover’s 
players.

Ashley Tucker ’18, a newcomer to 
the lacrosse team, said, “[Garrity is] 
a great leader on lacrosse. She gets 
the team together and keeps our 
spirits high. At the beginning of the 
season, since [Elizabeth Welch ’18] 

and I were new to the team, she was 
so eager to help us get incorporated 
into the team and get us on our feet. 
She always has a really positive atti-
tude, and she’s always glad to point 
things out that we can improve, just 
not in a condescending manner.” 

Tessa Peterson ’15, Garrity’s team-
mate in both soccer and lacrosse, 
said,“[Garrity is] so kind, friendly 
and helpful. As a Captain on la-
crosse, she’s always super eager to 
help anyone out with whatever they 
need. She also just has a lot of fun no 
matter what sport she’s playing: she 
always remains positive and never 
gets mad. [Garrity] is very humble, 
no matter how skilled she is at her 
sports. ”

While hockey and lacrosse may 
be Garrity’s primary sports, she has 
also made an immense contribution 
to the Girls Soccer team in the three 
years that she has played for it. Since 
joining the team in her Lower year, 
she has been an offensive mainstay 
for Andover.

Girls Soccer Head Coach Lisa 
Joel said, “I feel like soccer was al-
ways a sport that she did to get ready 
for hockey and lacrosse, but she still 
loved the game no matter if it was 
her main sport or not. She wanted 
to compete, she wanted to win and 
she cared about the team. For [Gar-
rity], there was no ego. To be one of 
our top players and have zero ego is 
awesome. You couldn’t help but be 
inspired by her.” 

Girls Soccer enjoyed a lot of suc-
cess in its 2014 season, cruising to 
a 10-4-3 regular season record and 
making it into the New England 
Preparatory School Athletic Con-
ference (NEPSAC) playoffs. Joel 
attributed this impressive run to 
Garrity.

“She was a huge part of the suc-
cess we had this season. We had the 
record that we did because Caroline 
Garrity could get on the field and do 
what she does. There’s no one quite 
like her, and there’s no one coming 
in next year who can replace what 
she did. She’s a one-of-a-kind ath-

lete,” said Joel.
Reflecting on her final year at An-

dover, Garrity said she is satisfied 
with what she and her teams have 
accomplished. 

She said, “Being elected Captain 
this year in lacrosse was a huge re-
sponsibility, but it was also an amaz-
ing opportunity that I was given. In 
hockey, beating Exeter for the last 
two years was thrilling. We also al-
most made playoffs this year, which 
was huge for us because we’ve nev-
er really been in the running for the 
postseason. Our great regular sea-
son in soccer and making playoffs 
was also incredible for me: it was a 
great way to end my Andover soccer 
career.” 

In a few months, Garrity will 

carve out her place on the Harvard 
Women’s Lacrosse team, but she 
will never forget the lasting impact 
that Andover sports have had on her.

Garrity said, “I’m going to miss 
putting on an Andover uniform in 
college, but I’m going to miss the 
people much more to be complete-
ly honest. I’ve played with some of 
these girls for four years, and this 
is where we have to part ways. The 
friendships that you form in sports 
are a lot stronger than anything else 
because you’re always spending 
time with them. Right after classes 
until dinner I’m with these girls that 
I love. All three of the teams that I 
played on were like families to me; 
my teammates were my sisters, and 
I’ll never forget those bonds.”

Caroline Garrity ’15
By Andrew Zhang

PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Boasting seven varsity letters 
from his four years at Andover, Marc 
Sevastopoulo ’15 has been a fixture 
on the Andover Water Polo and 
Boys Crew teams, captaining both 
his Senior year.

Sevastopoulo achieved some of 
his greatest heights through dedi-
cation and hard work, and has been 
named The Phillipian’s Male Athlete 
of the Year. 

As a Junior, Sevastopoulo fell in 
love with crew under the tutelage of 
former Andover Crew Coach Peter 
Washburn. Washburn helped Sev-
astopoulo realize that there was no 
limit to how hard he could pull.

Sevastopoulo spends every day 
trying to improve, training on the 
erg in the evenings, obsessed with 
becoming faster and faster. 

“One day that winter I went into 
the fitness center and decided to 
pull a 2K. I was in the middle of it, 
not going very fast but doing my 
best, and all of a sudden there were 
seven or eight of the rowers, who 
had never met me, surrounding me 
and encouraging me. I was just some 
kid, but the team wanted me to max-
imize my potential. That’s just the 
type of team it is,” he said.

Sevastopoulo’s willingness to 
work and improve embodies the 
Andover Crew program, and this 
same dedication to the game was 
exhibited throughout his time in 

Water Polo.
Head Coach David Fox of Boys 

Water Polo said, “I first met [Sevas-
topoulo] at the start of lower year 
when he joined the water polo team, 
despite his limited ability to swim.  
From the start, [Sevastopoulo] en-
joyed the physicality and fun of the 
game, but what impressed me was 
his fortitude and work ethic:  [Sev-
astopoulo] loves to work hard. He 
thrives on physical exertion, which 
led to his not only making the team 
that year but also [to] his becoming 
a Captain at the end of Upper year.”

His determination to excel is in-
fectious, and he constantly pushes 
his teammates to improve as well. 

Dylan Norris ’16, a teammate of 
Sevastopoulo’s on both Water Polo 
and Crew, said, “[Sevastopoulo’s] 
athletic ability is incredible and he 
always pushes his teammates to get 
as good as he is. I love that. He wants 
other to succeed and will not let 
anything stop that.”

“[Sevastopoulo]’s leadership skills 
are incredible, and his work ethic is 
unparalleled with anyone I know. 
I think what separates Marc from 
everyone else is the sheer determi-
nation he approaches every work-
out or practice with. He comes to 
practice everyday excited and ready 
to work,” added Nick Faulkner 
’16, Co-Captain of Water Polo and 
member of Boys Crew.

During his time at Andover, Sev-
astopoulo has become a highly dec-
orated athlete. He has captured two 
New England Championships with 
Boys Crew, and helped Andover 
Water Polo to the first New England 
Championship in its history.

In his time representing Andover, 
Sevastopoulo regards his first New 
England Championship with Ando-
ver Crew, attained during his fresh-
man year, and Water Polo’s champi-
onship run in his Upper year, as the 
two defining moments.

“[Junior] year, I rowed in the four-
seat of the second boat. We won our 
championship, and overall the team 
swept first, second and third boat, 
and we took the team trophy. I still 
think that was the proudest day of 
my life, and I realized I wanted row-

ing to be a big part of my life,” said 
Sevastopoulo.

Just two years later, Andover 
faced Exeter in the finals of the 
NEPSAC Championship game for 
Water Polo, and pulled off the up-
set as the lowest seed in the tourna-
ment. 

Sevastopoulo added, “We were in 
the final of the tournament, and we 
just happened to be playing against 
Exeter at Exeter in front of the A/E 
fans.  I can’t believe how loud it was 
in there.  We knew we were the un-
derdogs, and we were feeding off 
the energy from the crowd.  One 
thing led to another, and we won the 
championship for the first time in 
Andover history.  If NEIRAs fresh-
man year was the proudest day of 
my life, the 2013 championship was 
second proudest. It just felt so good 

to play for Andover.”
To Sevastopoulo, there is no better 

feeling than representing his school, 
and to him, the feeling of winning 
for Andover is incomparable. 

“There’s something really special 
about playing or racing for Ando-
ver. I just always feel like I’m on the 
team with the good guys. One rea-
son is the color blue. The good guys 
always wear blue. I know that my 
teammates want me to win almost 
as much as they want themselves 
to win. And that’s the attitude that 
makes me want to win for my team-
mates and for Andover over every-
thing,” said Sevastopoulo.

Truly, nothing compares to Sev-
astopoulo’s dedication to improve-
ment. He serves as a type of player 
whose presence can only benefit a 
team, and the influence he enacts 

on his younger teammates is invalu-
able. 

Fox said, “[Sevastopoulo’s] peers 
recognized his training habits, his 
strong sense of self, his awareness 
of what weaknesses he can address, 
and his placing the needs of the 
team above the wants of the one.  All 
of these, in my view, are some key 
components of good leadership.”

The adoration of his teammates 
is a testament to the leadership of 
Sevastopoulo, both on the river and 
in the pool. 

“[Sevastopoulo] is the ultimate 
Andover athlete. I am lucky to have 
had him as a teammate, leader, and 
friend for the past three years,” said 
Faulkner.

Sevastopoulo will continue his 
crew career at Dartmouth next fall. 

 Marc Sevastopoulo ’15
By Howard Johnson

PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Caroline Garrity ’15 is committed to Harvard University for Lacrosse.
J.WOLFE/THE PHILLIPIAN

Sevastopoulo is dual varsity.
J.WOLFE/THE PHILLIPIAN

Garrity is a tri-varsity athlete.
J.BECKWITH/THE PHILLIPIAN

Marc Sevastopoulo ’15 captained both Water Polo and Crew and looks to grow his Crew ability at Dartmouth.
L.HAMANN/THE PHILLIPIAN

ATHLETES OF THE YEAR
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In a late season game, with the 
playoffs in sight, Co-Captain Anna 
Fucillo ’15 intercepted a Westmin-
ster pass, outraced everyone down 
the ice, and buried an empty net 
goal to seal a 3-1 victory and se-
cure an undefeated, three-win 
week for Andover Girls Hockey in 
February.

“We needed to win that game 
to have a chance to make the play-

offs. We came out flying,” said 
Fucillo.

Although Andover finished the 
season seeded ninth in the New 
England Prep School Athletic 
Conference (NEPSAC), and con-
sequently missed the eight-team 
postseason field, its 17-6-3 record 
marked a stark turnaround from 
its sub-.500 season the previous 
year.

“We were able to say, ‘You know 
what, we’re going to be the under-
dogs this season’,” said Kelly Mc-

Carthy ’16.
When asked what contributed 

to the team’s success, Caroline 
Garrity ’15 added, “I think it was 
the new talent and the new per-
spective.”

After starting the season with a 
loss against Buckingham Browne 
& Nichols (BB&N), Andover 
ripped off seven straight victories, 
outscoring opponents by a 23-9 
margin during that stretch.

The seniors were crucial in the 
team’s quick start. Kasey Welch ’16 

said, “We had really good seniors 
this year. They were all talented 
hockey players and they brought 
so much to the team. They com-
plemented each other so well.”

Andover will miss its six Se-
niors next year--Fucillo, Garrity, 
Co-Captain Elizabeth Kemp ’15, 
Mackey and Eliza Quigley ’15 will 
leave big shoes to fill in 2015-16.

The team also compiled eight 
shutouts throughout the season, 
a testament to its defensive lines 
as well as the three goalies on the 

team, Alexa Matses ’18, Ashley 
Tucker ’18 and Grace Dexter ’17.

One of Andover’s statement vic-
tories came against Brooks early in 
January. “I think that Brooks was 
so important for our confidence. 
We realized that not only can we 
eke out wins but we can also pum-
mel teams,” said McCarthy.

Andover raced out to a 12-win 
month in January, but stumbled 
when February rolled around. An 
overtime loss against Tabor, as 
well as a frustrating tie against Ex-
eter showed that the team still had 
room to improve.

The team rebounded and ended 
the season by winning five of its 
last six games, including a four-
game winning streak that saw 
Andover shut out Cushing and 
Exeter as well as topple the peren-
nially strong Westminster squad.

“We had lost to Westminster 
by a lot in the previous years and 
Westminster is always one of the 
best teams in the league. It was 
just a great way to end out. It was 
the best day. It was awesome,” said 
Garrity.

Head Coach Martha Fenton 
expects the team to be successful 
for years to come. She wrote in 
an email to The Phillipian, “With 
a really strong group of returning 
players and some very talented 
new students joining them next 
year we have high hopes of mak-
ing the tournament next year and 
competing for a New England 
Championship.”

Under newly elected captains 
Kasey Welch ’16 and Miranda 
Nestor ’16, Andover Girls Hockey 
will look to crack the playoffs next 
season.

GIRLSHOCKEY

Turnaround Season Leads to 17 Victories
By Peter Hahn

PHILLIPIAN SPORTS EDITOR

Kaitlin Hoang ’17won the Keyes Prize for “brilliant character, leadership, scholarship and athleticism.”
L.HAMANN/THE PHILLIPIAN

GIRLSBASKETBALL

Girls Overcome Slow Start Behind Seniors

BOYSSQUASH

Andover Boys Squash battled the 
loss of Six seniors and a largely new 
and unseasoned team to close out its 
season with an 8-7 record.

The team spent the majority of 
its season vying for another chance 
at the U.S. Squash Division III High 
School National Championship, 
which it won in 2014, but came into 
the season at a disadvantage having 
graduated standout players Jake 
Rauh ’14, Jack Wain ’14, Cole Bene-
dict ’14, Kun Woo Kim ’14, Armaan 
Singh ’14 and Remington Remmel 
’14.  

Addison Davenport ’15, who 
moved up from first seed on Junior 
Varsity last year, this inexperience 
eventually helped mold the players 
into a stronger team. 

“Even if we weren’t young, we 
lacked Varsity match exposure. The 
aim of the game over the course of 
the season was to gain that experi-
ence, learn from our shortcomings 
and get better, and we certainly did 
just that,” said Davenport.

Captain Michael Huang ’15 add-
ed, “Our greatest strength was our 
scrappiness. We had a hard time 
staying in matches at the beginning 
of the season, but as the season pro-
gressed we became scrappier.”

Andover started off the season 
with a bang with a 6-1 win over a 
strong Tabor team.  The inexpe-
rience of which Davenport spoke, 
however, caught up to the team as 
proceeded to a three-game losing 
streak against Choate, Deerfield and 
Groton. Andover experienced yet 
another turnaround, winning five of 
its last six matches before Nationals, 
with a three-game winning streak 
against Middlesex, St. Mark’s and 
St. Paul’s and decisive victories over 
Westminster and Exeter.

On February 4th, the first match 
of High School Nationals finally ar-
rived. Andover squared off against 
the University School of Cleveland, 
OH first, winning 5-2.  The team 
then bested the Delbarton School of 
Delbarton, NJ 4-3, before falling in 
its third match to the Gilman School 
of Baltimore, MD 5-2 in the semifi-
nals. Andover demonstrated its re-
silience by bouncing back quickly 
to beat St. Paul’s 5-2 and claim third 
place.

“We are a little disappointed that 
we couldn’t repeat last year’s cham-
pionship run,” wrote Jack Quamme 
’16 in an email to The Phillipian, “but 
in the end I think that everyone is 
extremely happy with how we did.  
I’d say that everyone contributed a 
lot. It was a great weekend, and we 
were all very proud to be a part of 
this team.”

Marked by its tenacity, the team 
was able to flip its record to 8-7 as 
opposed to its 7-8 record in the pri-
or season. Quamme will captain the 
team next year in Andover’s quest 
for a successful season, looking to 
lead the promising young talent.

This season, the team includ-
ed two Juniors, Max Fern ’18 and 
Ishaan Patel ’18.  Fern demonstrat-
ed his athletic prowess, rising to the 
third seed on the ladder for some of 
the matches. 

The graduating Seniors are ful-
ly confident in the success of Boys 
Squash next season.

“By the end, we were as close as 
any team I’ve been a part of at Ando-
ver,” said Robby Schwartz ’15.  “[An-
dover] squash has a bright future 
with a strong group of players.”

Boys Grind 
Out Wins

By Jack Twomey
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Captain Cara Cavanaugh ’15 leaps over her defenders to sink a basket.
E.KAUFMANN-LADUC/THE PHILLIPIAN

In the final game of the sea-
son, Andover Girls Basketball’s 
Assistant Captain Gadson Lef-
ft ’15 swished a three-pointer 
with 15 seconds remaining on 
the clock to tie Phillips Exeter 
Academy at 49. Andover would 
go on to lose the game in over-
time, but Lefft’s bucket at the 
end of the game gave the girls 
a great memory of the 2014-15 
season.

“One of the best moments of 
the season was during [Ando-
ver/Exeter] when I passed the 
ball to Gadson at the top of the 
key, and she nailed a three,” said 
starting guard Emma Kelley ’17.

Andover started out the game 
with eight points from center 
forward Captain Cara Cavana-
ugh ’15, as well as baskets from 
Janneke Evans ’18 and Lefft. At 
the half, it trailed 24-20, but six 
minutes into the second half of 
the game, Andover trailed 31-20. 
Determined to fight back, Kel-
ley, Lefft, Sarah Humes ’16 and 
Antonia Tammaro ’17 all rallied 
to knock in three-pointers and 
get within a 5-point margin at 
39-34. 

Cavanaugh said, “I think our 
Exeter game showed how much 
we grew throughout the sea-
son. Even though we lost, we 
showed a lot of heart in that 
game. In the beginning of the 
season, I don’t think we would 
have had enough confidence in 
ourselves to come back from so 
far behind.”

Assistant Captain and start-
ing forward Courtney Erickson 
’15 said, “One of the highlights 
of the season would probably be 
our [Exeter] game. Although it 
didn’t go in our favor, we played 
our hearts out and had an excit-
ing run in overtime.”

With six newcomers on a 
team of 13, Andover had a rocky 
start to its season. The girls 
took a few weeks to adjust to 
playing with each other and to 

figure out their plays, and An-
dover lost its first five games of 
the season. Following Winter 
Break, the team began to mesh. 
Andover had an 8-6 record from 
its sixth game until the end of 
the season, leaving Andover 
with a final record of 8-11.

Lefft said, “Once everyone got 
on the same page it was much 
easier for us to coexist and 
come together as teammates 
and a basketball family off the 
court more than anything.”

Cavanaugh said, “I think the 
best thing about this season was 
how much we were able to im-
prove. We went from losing our 
first five games before Winter 
Break to having a winning re-
cord for our games after Win-
ter Break. Since we had a pret-
ty young team, I really enjoyed 
watching and trying to help my 
teammates become more confi-
dent and effective on the court.”

Kelley added, “This season 
was one of growth and hard 
work. We had some close loss-
es and some close victories. We 
worked hard every second we 
were on the court. When we 
had four injuries among our 
four Seniors, we underclass-
men stepped up and proved our 
spots on the team.”

Next year, Andover will grad-
uate Ravenne Nasser ’15 and 
starters Cavanaugh, Lefft and 
Erickson. Its ten returners will 
include three rising Seniors, 
three rising Uppers and four 
rising Lowers. 

Lefft said, “We were absolute-
ly what I call a team in progress. 
I think the biggest strength was 
our youth, because almost every 
girl on the team will be return-
ing and every girl will be able to 
learn and grow going into the 
next couple of seasons. Really I 
just hope we as Seniors taught 
them something they can use 
going into next year.”

Andover has high hopes for 
next season. It will be led by 
newly elected Co-Captains Kel-
ley and Humes. 

Rising Upper Laura Bilal 
’17 said, “This year we were a 
young team with great talent 
and a good team chemistry, so I 
hope that we can work togeth-
er to build off that. If we work 
together, improve from the les-
sons we learned and the chal-

lenges we faced from this sea-
son, as a team I’m sure we will 
find success in the season to 
come. I hope to bring a positive 
energy and strong leadership to 
the team next season as an up-
perclassman.”

By Alexa Tsay
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

WINTER SPORTS
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Andover Girls Squash aced 
its way to sixth place at The In-
terscholastic Championships, 
marking the highest ranking 
Andover has ever received at 
Interschols. 

“It was a really fun tourna-
ment and a great way to end 
the year. Everyone was so sup-
portive of each other. When 
we weren’t playing, we were 
always cheering and coaching 
each other. Overall, it was a 
great team effort,” said Zoe Oa-
sis ’18.

The team ended the season 
with an impressive 12-6 record, 
racking up season highlight 
wins, such as a nailbiter 4-3 vic-
tory against rival Nobles and six 
7-0 shutouts all season, setting 
set new standards for the play-
ers in years to come. 

This season was the first time 
that the team competed at the 
2015 Division I National Squash 
Championships. As defend-
ing 2014 Division II National 
Champions, the team did not 
know what to expect going in. 

After two disappointments 
against Milton and Pingry, the 
girls gained momentum from 
the two losses by winning the 
next two matches against St. 
George’s and Groton, earning a 
thirteenth standing in the coun-
try. The tournament was an op-
portune chance for the team 
to show its depth and develop 
closer bonds. 

Two year Captain Madeleine 
Mayhew ’15, Hannah Burns ’15, 
Emma Crowe ’15 and Camille 
Price ’15, all four-year Varsity 
Squash players, will be leaving 

the team next year.
Although these four girls have 

offered hard work and passion 
that cannot be replaced, Claire 
Kister ’16 will lead the team as 
next year’s captain, with re-
turning players Jennifer Lee 
’18, Avery Westerfield ’18 and 
Oasis alongside her to help set 
an example for four newcom-
ers. 

Lee said, “Squash season was 
so much fun, and it was such 
a great way for me to improve 
my game. The seniors were ab-
solutely amazing and I look up 
to each of them so much. I will 
miss them greatly, but I know 
that the returning players are 
ready to become leaders to the 
newcomers on the team. This 
team environment has defi-
nitely set the tone for the rest 
of my Andover experience, and 
I could not be happier to have 
such amazing and compassion-
ate teammates to share my love 
for squash with.”

Kister has been a significant 
player for three seasons now 
and has been instrumental to 
the success of the team. She 
looks to emulate the example 
set by the girls with whom she 
has shared her entire Andover 
Squash experience.

“I have been lucky enough to 
have four older players on the 
team who have become my sis-
ters. They root for me every day, 
and I know they will always 
have my back. I respect and 
look up to those girls deeply. As 
captain, I hope to have the same 
effect on the younger players 
and attempt to fill the shoes of 
the four Seniors. I know we will 
have a strong group of girls next 
year, and I hope I can elicit con-

fidence and strength in them as 
a leader,” said Kister.

The team can account its 
achievements to its chemistry 
between the players. Through 
difficult training and long bus 
rides to tournaments, the play-
ers formed bonds with one an-
other that reach far beyond the 
squash courts. 

“Throughout my three years 
at Andover, the squash team has 
always been my family. Every 
day I go to practice and con-
stantly feel support from my 
teammates and [Head Coach 
Jennifer Elliott]. I think the 
special part about this team is 
that constant support, not only 
on the squash courts, but also 
off of them,” added Kister. 

“By far, my favorite part of 
being on the squash team is the 
motivation and ambition that 
each one of us instills in each 
other. We are all so determined 
and this drive can be seen in 
each of us when we’re battling 
through a tough match or train-
ing at practice,” Lee added.

The team has high goals for 
next year, motivated by its suc-
cess this season and the legacy 
the Seniors will leave behind.

“As a team, I want everyone 
to support one another, because 
that is how we will be success-
ful. Next year, I hope to do even 
better during our seasons and 
at Nationals. I want to make 
the four Seniors proud. I know 
we will have a strong group of 
girls next year, and I hope I can 
elicit confidence and strength 
in them as a leader,” said Kister.

GIRLSSQUASH

Andover Achieves Record Ranking at Interschols
By Whitney Garden

PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

This past winter, the Boston area 
had not received an inch of snow 
until late January, more than three 
weeks into Andover Nordic’s skiing 
season. Three races were cancelled 
or rescheduled over the course of 
the season as a result of low snow 
and high ice on courses.

The weather did not, however, 
stop the dedicated Andover skiers 
from training. The team endured re-
cord low temperatures, but trained 
intensely to be as well prepared 
physically for races as it could pos-
sibly be.

Head Coach Keith Robinson led 
his team through creative drills to 
work on technique at local ski re-
sorts on the weekends, ensuring that 
all members of the team had time to 
practice on snow before competing 
in races.

Team bonding began in the early 
weeks, and continued throughout 
the rest of the season.  The team had 
many newcomers, as well as skiers 
from many different places, who 
were unified by the love of the sport. 

Thea Rossman ’15 said, “I picked 
up Nordic at Andover because it was 
something I never could have done 
at home in Virginia.  I liked being 

able to spend some time outside in 
the middle of long and dark winters, 
learning a new sport, and getting to 
know an awesome group of people 
who I might otherwise have never 
crossed paths with.”

Isaac Newell ’18 and Rex Noble ’18 
were both new skiers that joined the 
team with race experience. 

“I’ve done Nordic before, but this 
was my first season where I got a lot 
more serious about it.  Training with 
everyone, especially [Hyde], [Noble] 
and Carmen [Bango ’16], was really 
fun,” said Newell.  

The team later faced another ob-
stacle as the New England area was 
hammered with record-breaking 
snowfall in 2015. 

First-year skier Tevis Vitale ’16 
said, “While you may think that 
all of the snow would be good for 
Nordic, the problem was there was 
too much and it was too light so we 
couldn’t keep a groomed track.” 

The team had a tough season 
opening race at Proctor, compared 
to its performance the rest of the 
season. Conditions were cold, windy 
and icy, causing lots of falls and 
crashes across all teams that raced.

Girls overall finished fifth out of 
eight teams, while Boys overall fin-
ished eighth out of ten teams.

“Everything that could have gone 

wrong did and it was just an epic 
struggle to get the team to the line 
and ready to race,” said Robinson.

The team competed much better 
in the four races left on its schedule, 
after multiple cancellations at Hol-
derness, Proctor again, Dublin, and 
Vermont Academy, leading up to the 
NEPSAC and Lakes Region Cham-
pionships.

The team was also impeded down 
by the mass sickness that befell An-
dover in February.  Skiers on both 
the girls’ and boys’ side missed mul-
tiple races due to sickness, which 
proved detrimental to Andover’s 
overall performance for the rest of 
the season.

Carmen Bango ’16 had a fantas-
tic season with two individual first 
place finishes, in addition to first 
place finishes at both the NEPSAC 
and LR Championships. The new 
Upper was a valuable and humble 
asset to the team.

“My first season at Andover was 
filled with fun, success and great 
memories.  A huge part of what 
made this season so memorable 
were my coaches and team mem-
bers. The team maintained a pos-
itive attitude which enabled us to 
make this season a great one,” said 
Bango.

Andover finished the season on a 
slightly higher note at the NEPSAC 
Championships. The Boys team 
placed sixth out of nine teams, while 
Girls placed fourth out of six teams. 
In the LR Championship, Boys 
placed eighth out of eleven teams, 
while Girls placed fourth out of nine 
teams.

Overall, the young and inexpe-
rienced team was greatly tested by 
too little snow, too much snow, icy 
courses, badly groomed courses, 
brutal winds, frigid temperatures 
and illness.

Looking back on his Nordic career 
at Andover, Captain Paxton Hyde ’15 
said, “There were a lot of experienc-
es I have had in Nordic that have 
been uncomfortable in the moment: 
trekking through blizzards and 
snow banks with the whole team, 
struggling for so long to hang with 
[Bango] during a 15-mile endurance 
ski, collapsing at the finish line of ev-
ery race after pushing myself to the 
point where I thought my guts and 
brains were going to burst out, but 
I find it’s those moments that I look 
back on very fondly. I always try to 
seek out those moments.”

NORDIC

Bango ’16 Outpaces the Field
By Arthur Paleologos
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

In its final meet of the season 
against Phillips Exeter Acade-
my, Andover Girls Indoor Track 
finished with a first place finish 
in the 4x400 Relay, in a time of 
4:28.83, a full ten seconds fast-
er than Exeter. Andover Indoor 
Track Co-Captain Charlie Jarvis 
’15 kicked off Andover’s success-
ful streak with a win in the 300-
Yard sprint and a second place 
finish in the Long Jump.

Despite numerous first and sec-
ond placings, Andover Girls fell 
to the strong Exeter team by a 
margin of 62-42. The loss brought 
the Andover’s record to 3-2 at the 
conclusion of the season. 

Andover Boys Track also lost to 
Exeter, finishing with a record of 
3-2 as well, an improvement from 
its 2-2 record last season. 

Camille Little ’16, an impact 
runner for Andover, took first 
place in every 50-Yard dash 
that she ran. Little will serve as 
Captain for the Girls team next 
year. Grace Rademacher ’18 and 
Anoush Shehadeh ’15 were An-
dover’s go-to distance runners 
for the One-Mile and Two-Mile 
races. 

“It was really impressive to 
watch many of our newer athletes 
really take their spots on the team. 
What stood out to me most about 
this season was the team dynam-
ic. The level of support that every 
member of the team gave to each 
other was such a vital part of all 
the [personal records] we saw 
over the course of the winter,” 
said Jarvis.

The Girls team’s jumpers found 
considerable success. Jarvis, 
Kinsey Yost ’15 and Sidney Holder 
’17 produced many first and sec-
ond placings in the Long Jump. 
Holder improved mid-season 
with an impressive personal re-
cord of 16’1”. 

One of Andover Girls’ strongest 
events was the 4x400 Relay. Yost, 
Jarvis, Holder, Deyana Marsh ’17, 
Caroline Shipley ’16 and Meghan 
Tao ’15 exchanged the four spots 
in the race at each meet. The 
4x400 came as the last event in 
the meet and often gave Andover 
the points needed to claim a win. 

Yost said, “Having such a large 
team can be intimidating at first, 
but with so many runners comes 

so much energy and a wide range 
of athletes from all walks of life 
on campus. Through spectacular 
leadership we all come together 
and enjoy doing something we all 
love.”

Twice during the season, Ando-
ver traveled to Harvard Universi-
ty to compete in the Greater Bos-
ton Track Club Open Invitational 
and the USA Track & Field New 
England Indoor Championship. 
In Head Coach Corbin Lang’s last 
year of coaching, the team was 
proud to produce many first and 
second places in various events. 

Jarvis said, “Having the season 
split up by two meets at Harvard 
was an important chance for us to 
measure our progress.”

The Boys’ team found success 
in the long distance and field 
events against Exeter, who cap-
italized on the sprint events and 
took a 71-26 rout over Andover.

Co-Captain John Gorton ’15, 
who won the One-Mile race 
against Exeter with an impressive 
personal record of 4:38:40, said, 
“As with any track season, what 
we really wanted to see this year 
was improvement. We wanted to 
see kids getting better and faster 
every time they raced. Even if we 
did not beat Exeter this year or 
last year, consistent improvement 
by our youngest runners means 
that the team only gets better 
from here.”

Junior David Onabanjo ’18 
claimed numerous first place ti-
tles in the 50-Yard dash and the 
300-Yard dash to show great 
promise and potential for the 
team next year. Sprinter Ian Jack-
son ’16 also shined in the 50-Yard 
dash.

Distance runner Ralph Skin-
ner ’16 added many points to An-
dover’s score during meets with 
consistent wins in the One-Mile 
and Two-Mile races.

Andrew Wang ’16 will Co-Cap-
tain Andover Indoor Track along-
side Little next year. 

Despite the losses it faced, the 
leadership and experience An-
dover’s Co-Captains showed al-
lowed it to finish with a winning 
record.

“I could not have asked for 
a better partner with whom to 
share my final indoor season,” 
said Gorton.

INDOORTRACK

Boys and Girls Break 
.500 With New Talent

By Cassie Chin
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Captain Madeleine Mayhew ’15 winds up her racket to slam the ball.
J.WOLFE/THE PHILLIPIAN

Olivia LaMarche ’16 leaves her competition trailing behind.
COURTESY OF ANDOVER NORDIC
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Andover Boys Swimming 
clinched third place in the 
New England Champion-
ships to end its successful 
2015 season. The team fin-
ished with a record of 4-2-1. 

Although Andover was not 
able to defend its title from 
the previous year, the team 
accumulated an impressive 
314 points throughout the 
Championship, just six points 
shy of knocking Suffield, with 
320 points, from the number 
two spot.

13 of Andover’s 18 swim-
mers competing in the A or 
B final races finished in the 
top 16 of their race to snag 
points for Andover. The 
team’s 200-Meter Medley 
was particularly noteworthy, 
as the team of Co-Captain 
Aaron Teo ’15, Co-Captain 
Alex Li ’15, Darren Ty ’16 and 
Christian Alberga ’17 fin-
ished in 1:35.67 to qualify for 
All-American Honors.

Teo also notched impres-
sive scores, coming in second 
in the 200-Meter Individual 
Medley with a time of 1:56.25 
and third in the 100-Meter 
Backstroke with a time of 
58.14.

Jack Belluche ’16 continued 
his dominance in the diving 
event, claiming second place 
in New Englands with a score 
of 397.05. 

Despite failing to repeat 
its first place performance in 
the New England Champi-

onships, Andover is sat-
isfied with its regular season 
achievements, especially the 
108-78 victory against Phil-
lips Exeter Academy in its last 
meet of the season. The vic-
tory marked Andover’s tenth 
consecutive victory over its 
northern rival.

Teo said, “This season, the 
last dual meet against Exeter 
was special. We hadn’t lost to 
Exeter in a long time, but we 
had lost a lot of guys and Ex-
eter was looking strong. We 
knew that we couldn’t lose 
that meet. We banded togeth-
er and ignited our fighting 
spirit, and in the end, we man-
aged to come out on top. That 
was incredibly special to me.”

This camaraderie was the 
defining factor of the team 
and especially of the Senior 
class. No matter what the 
scoreboard read at the end of 
the day, the Seniors had each 
other’s backs.

Won Woo Kim ’15 wrote 
in an email to The Phillipian, 
“The Senior class was com-
prised of swimmers who all 
had different beginnings. 
Some were on the team for 
four years, and some were on 
it this year for the first time. 
We couldn’t relate to one an-
other in the experience of 
the sport, but what we could 
relate to is how hard we 
worked. We all were extreme-

ly supportive of one another, 
whether in or out of the pool, 
and we pushed each other to 
go beyond our limits. That has 
been the biggest factor in de-
fining our class.”

Head Coach Jacques Hu-
gon was also impressed by 
the hard work of the Seniors, 
and said, “The Class of ’14 was 
probably the strongest class 
in recent history, and so for 
the Class of ’15 to follow that 
with such a successful sea-
son is impressive. It’s easy to 
say ‘whatever, we’ve lost our 
best swimmers, let’s not try,’ 
but the Seniors did the exact 
opposite.”

Hugon continued, “They 
didn’t spend their time resting 
on their laurels, wallowing in 
their previous success. They 
stayed positive and focused 
and finished third at New 
Englands, which wasn’t the 
best result, but they made the 
team an incredibly positive 
and uplifting environment.”

To sum up his Ando-
ver swimming career, Teo 
said, “I’ll always cherish the 
friendships I made on this 
team. Swimming isn’t a very 
fun sport to play – it’s tough 
and extremely physically 
demanding. In the pool, we 
like to push each other and 
help each other improve. 
Our friendships and the 
tight bonds we had were the 
perfect counterparts to this 
strenuous atmosphere, and I 
will never forget them.”

BOYSSWIMMING

Victory Against Exeter 
Caps Rebuilding Season

By Andrew Zhang
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Andover Girls Swimming 
capped off a strong season 
with a 4-3 record and a deci-
sive third place finish at the 
New England Champion-
ships.

Although swim races are 
individual events, team mem-
bers formed close bonds with 
each other during the season.

In an email to The Phillipi-
an, newcomer Ashley Teo ’18 
wrote, “I really enjoyed the 
team spirit and encourage-
ment, because back home, 
it was very different, as ev-
eryone just swam their own 
event and the team energy 
was nowhere close to the one 
here. That was a really big 
change which I really loved 
and enjoyed.”

The team initially strug-
gled to get into top physical 
form at the beginning of this 
season, as it had little time to 
train before its first meet.

In an email to The Phillip-
ian, Qiqi Ren ’15 wrote, “The 
biggest challenge many of us 
faced was the short season 
and the difficult recovery 
from the off-season. Many of 
us had taken time off of swim-
ming, whether a few weeks 
or multiple terms, so we had 
to readjust and get back into 
shape, which was a signifi-
cant obstacle especially at the 
beginning of the season.”

The team was not deterred 
by this obstacle, embracing 
the challenge head on with 
energy and perseverance.

Returner Miranda An ’15 
wrote, “It’s always hard get-
ting back into the water af-
ter taking time from intense 
training, so the first few meets 
were a bit rough. Luckily we 
were able to stay focused and 
ended up doing so well at 
New England’s.”

During the season, many 
of the underclassmen were 
able to step up and be impact 
swimmers for the team by 
gaining points from individu-
al races, as well as team relays.

Notably, newcomer Ally-
son Ty ’18 set a new school re-
cord at the end of the season 
for the 100 yard backstroke 
with a time of 56.83.

The road to gaining this re-
cord was not easy for Ty, with 

a season marked by ups and 
downs and intense physical-
ity.

“During the season, one 
of the biggest challenges we 
faced was staying positive 
during the meets. Sometimes, 
many of us were exhausted 
during the meet. We may 
have not been able to achieve 
best times, but the team al-
ways managed to do their 
best,” wrote Ty in an email to 
The Phillipian.

The team’s hard work was 
exemplified in its perfor-
mance at the season’s end 
New England Champion-
ships.

In an email to The Phillip-
ian, Katherine Sweetser ’17 
wrote, “The highlight of the 
season was our Champion-
ship meet. We had great team 
spirit as we cheered on every-
one in their final races of the 
season. Everyone performed 
very well, and I was proud of 
everyone”.

Andover did not let the im-
pressive competition at New 
Englands that get in the way 
of its success.

“The biggest challenge the 
team faced all season was at 
the championship meet. All 
of the fastest teams and swim-
mers were there and we had 
a lot of competition,” wrote 
newcomer Emma Donchi ’18 
in an email to The Phillipian.

With Elizabeth Durserick 
’16 returning as captain and 
Sasha Newton ’16 joining her 

as Co- Captain next season, 
the team is expected to have 
positive and impactful lead-
ership.

Although Assistant Coach 
Shoemaker will not be re-
turning to the team next year, 
she is fully confident the team 
will be a force to reckon with.

“I think it will be interest-
ing to see what the incoming 
class looks like, because right 
now we still have pretty much 
a whole team without the Se-
niors we are losing. I think it 
will be even better next year 
when there isn’t that first 
week or two of having to get 
to know each other and ev-
eryone can dive in and be 
comfortable. A lot of the girls 
are super fast, and I see them 
only getting faster,” Shoemak-
er said.

The graduating Seniors 
will miss the relationships 
they formed with each other 
and the memories made in 
and outside of the pool.

In an email to The Phillip-
ian, Co-Captain Soubie Im 
’15 wrote, “Watching them 
train 110% everyday and see-
ing them goof off during our 
feast-like dinners makes me 
feel nothing but love for the 
42nd season of girls Ando-
ver swimming. I could not 
have asked for a better clos-
ing chapter to my swimming 
career and Senior Winter 
Term.”

GIRLSSWIMMING

Girls Take Third At 
New England Championships

By Laura Bilal
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Boys Varsity Hockey capped 
off its rocky 8-15-3 season with 
a major 5-3 upset on the road 
against rivals Phillips Exeter 
Academy team, ending its season 
on a high note.

Exeter had a 23-2-2 record be-
fore heading into Andover-Ex-
eter weekend, but Andover was 
not going to finish its season 
without a fight.

Postgraduate forward Jack 
Orne ’15 put the team up 1-0 in 
the first period, but Exeter re-
sponded quickly with a few goals 
of its own and had a 3-1 lead in 

the middle of the second. Rally-
ing from behind, Tyler Levine ’16 
found an opening in Exeter goal-
ie Bryan Botchner’s five-hole, 
and John Festa ’15 equalized just 
minutes later to level the game 
at 3-3.

Tied going into the third peri-
od, Andover fought with a level 
of intensity it had never reached 
earlier in the season. Collin Nu-
gent ’16 was awarded a penal-
ty shot after being fouled on an 
open opportunity on net, and he 
successfully decked Botchner to 
put Andover up 4-3.

For one of the few times in its 
season, Exeter found itself trail-
ing in the final minutes of the 

game and opted to pull its goal-
ie for a man advantage. Levine, 
however, scored an open-net 
goal to set Andover’s victory in 
stone.

Defenseman Payton Jancsy 
’16 said after the game, “Beating 
Exeter on the road this year was 
incredible. We had the school 
behind us, and we went in with 
nothing to lose. There aren’t re-
ally words to describe the feel-
ing, but I have never been more 
proud to be a part of the Andover 
community.”

Ben Bolduc ’16 added, “After 
a subpar season walking into a 
team rink like Exeter’s, there 
couldn’t have been a better way 

to end the season. It meant so 
much to the guys on the team, es-
pecially the seniors. I remember 
from entering the locker room 
until we arrived at PA, the whole 
team was singing and cheering.”

Although Boys Hockey was 
unable to reach the playoffs 
this year, it can certainly reflect 
back on some highlights and see 
strengths in this year’s team.

Nugent, who lead the team 
in goals by racking up 20, said, 
“The positive moments of the 
season were beating Choate and 
Exeter at their own barn.”

Orne added, “We had some 
great goal scorers and, just in 
general, everyone on the team 
was willing to step up and fill the 
roles that needed to be filled.”

Graduating eight seniors in 
June, the team will be experienc-
ing many changes between this 
season and next. Head Coach 
Dean Boylan, who coached Boys 
Hockey for fourteen seasons, 
will be succeeded by English 
Instructor Paul Tortorella next 
season, while Jancsy will be the 
new captain, succeeding goalie 
Erik Wurman ’15.

Goalie Tripp Hutchinson ’17 
said, “[Wurman] was a great 
captain. Since my first day on 
campus when he helped me 
move into my dorm, he has been 
a great teammate and leader on 
and off the ice. On the ice, he was 
very professional and gave me 
little pointers about stick han-
dling and glove positioning that 
have really helped me improve 
my game and get ready to take 
over the starting role next year.”

Departing Postgraduates 
Orne, Rob Bakerian ’15, Joey 

Harrington ’15 and Drew Diger-
onimo ’15, and Seniors Wurman, 
Assistant Captain Kyle Moss ’15, 
Festa and Greg Burgess ’15, have 
led their team by example, and 
their absence will be heavily felt 
next season.

Levine said, “Ever since I 
was little, I’ve played on a team 
with basically the same 18 guys 
every year, until this past year. 
Throughout the season I got to 
know a new team with an amaz-
ing group of older guys, each one 
of them good players in their own 
right. I’ll miss them as brothers 
on the ice, and to show up next 
year and not see their names 
on the stalls will be a shock I’m 
sure. They’re all on to bigger and 
better things now, and hopefully 
the younger guys have learned 
enough from them to make next 
season just as memorable.”

Jancsy, Gordon Coulter ’16, 
Nugent, Bolduc and Levine look 
to live up to the standard set by 
the seniors on the team in the 
coming season and avenge An-
dover’s missed shot at playoffs.

Nugent said, “We ended the 
season beating Exeter, and it 
put us in a good start for next 
year. I’m excited for next year, 
because I believe that we are an 
older team now, and we will have 
a shot at the elite eight.”

“With a good core of players 
returning, I am really looking 
forward to next year. Finishing 
our season off with a great win 
against Exeter, we are hungry 
for more. We have a great group 
of leaders coming back, and be-
cause of that, we expect great 
things,” Jancsy added. 

BOYSHOCKEY

Injuries Hinder Talented Team
By Stephan Min

PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Captain Soubie Im ’15 led her team to a 4-3 season.
L.LUO/THE PHILLIPIAN

Assistant Captain Kyle Moss ’15 embraces his team after a goal.
J.WOLFE/THE PHILLIPIAN

Boys Swimming splashed to a third place finish in New Englands.
L.XUAN/THE PHILLIPIAN
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Following a playoff appearance in 
the 2013-2014 season, Andover Boys 
Basketball was ready to compete. 
But, with only four returning play-
ers – Eric Alperin ’15, Sam Glazer ’15, 
Kurtis Weber ‘15 and Andrew Reavis 
’17 – the team was forced to rely on a 
crop of talented newcomers. 

The team finished its season with 
a 4-18 record, but it demonstrated 
great improvement that bodes well 
for next season. 

The unquestioned leaders of the 
team, Alperin and Glazer, put forth 
valiant efforts in each game. Both of 
them averaged over ten points per 
game. 

Alperin contributed an incredi-
ble ability to distribute and shoot all 
season, highlighted by hitting six of 
eight attempted field goals to keep 
Andover in a close game versus Ta-
bor. His knack for explosive scor-
ing was epitomized by his ten point 
outburst in just two minutes against 
Worcester, along with 24 points and 
10 assists in a win over Thayer.

The contest versus Thayer was a 
memorable one, as Andover made 
a total team effort to combat a loud 
Thayer home crowd. After Alperin’s 
24 points, Glazer and Reavis led the 

team in scoring the win with 17 and 
16 points, respectively.

Post-Graduate center Nick For-
ti ’15 said, “Thayer was definitely a 
great win. Taylor Beckett’s ’17 clutch 
three pointer late in the game was 
one that we needed to go in and 
got, and we didn’t let up from there. 
It was a great feeling to win such a 
hard fought game.”

Robby Cerulle ’17 added, “Thayer 
was definitely my most memorable 
victory because, in reality, we were 
battling against the other team and 
their home crowd.”

Forti stood tall as one of Ando-
ver’s few big men, along with We-
ber, on a roster devastated by injury. 
Forti developed a knack for hitting 
three pointers in clutch moments in 
the second halves of games to either 
tie or take the lead, as he hit critical 
shots in Andover’s games against 
Pingree and Deerfield.

Weber had a tendency for find-
ing the basketball on the offensive 
boards and rising up for the putback. 

Head Coach Terrell Ivory ’00 
said, “[Weber] would definitely be 
our most improved player this year.”

Glazer had an incredible perfor-
mance in one of the final games of 
his career against Deerfield, scoring 
25 out of the team’s 63 points, in-
cluding a deep three-pointer to send 

the game into overtime.
Reavis was known for providing 

spark in the second half, highlight-
ed by him knocking down two free 
throws in the final five seconds of 
the team’s game against Pingree to 
solidify a 55-53 win.

Ivory said, “Our best game would 
be our victory over Pingree. We 
were down at the end of the game 
and fought hard to come out with a 
win.”

Andover newcomers Beckett, 
Cerulle  and Reed Findlay ’18 im-
proved considerably throughout the 
season. Beckett and Cerulle filled in 
the places of Andover’s injured big 
men with strong defense and clutch 
shooting. 

Alperin said, “I think [Findlay] re-
ally came along well during the year, 
and Reavis made some big strides as 
well, and if he continues to polish 
his game he can really excel. The 
same goes for Cerulle.”

Andover looks to field a strong 
team next season, with Reavis at the 
forefront. 

“I really think we can compete 
for the [New England Preparatory 
School Athletic Council] League 
Championship,” said Reavis.

Next year, Andover adds four 
Post-Graduates, Sam Jefferson ’16, 
Matt Wesoloski ’16, Hallvard Lun-

deval ’16 and Danny Evans ’16 to its 
roster to combine with Reavis, Beck-
ett, Cerulle, Findlay, Cam Garfield 
’17 and Matt Shea ’18.

All four Post-Graduates bring a 
specific skill to the table: Jefferson 
is more of a shooter, Wesoloski is 
a great rebounder, Lundeval is a 
strong wing player and Danny Ev-
ans will act as Andover’s defensive 

ace.
“Next year is going to be very ex-

citing. This year we had four Lowers 
and two Juniors on the team. The 
incoming players are something to 
be excited about as well. Next year, 
I expect to have the most talented 
team I’ve had in the four years that 
I have coached at Andover,” said 
Head Coach Terrell Ivory ’00.

BOYSBASKETBALL

New Talent Bodes Well for Next Season
By Howard Johnson

PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

With the mindset of individu-
al player development and strong 
team camaraderie,  Head Coach 
Martha Fenton ’83 led Andover 
Girls Hockey through its compet-
itive 17-6-3 season. For her com-
mendable efforts leading the team, 
Fenton has been awarded  The Phil-
lipian’s Coach of the Winter.

When Fenton arrived at Andover 
as a new Upper in 1981, she had no 
previous experience on the ice. Her 
natural athleticism, though, allowed 
her to learn the fundamentals with 
ease. Fenton quickly became a tal-
ented player. 

In an email to The Phillipian, Fen-
ton wrote, “Mr. Chivers was the 
hockey coach when I joined the 
team. The program was still relative-
ly new as a varsity sport, but [Chiv-
ers] took a chance on me. Looking 
back, that choice really shaped my 
athletic and work experiences.” De-
spite having to play at Andover’s old 
outdoor rink and endure the snow 
and other winter weather, nothing 
lessened Fenton’s love for the game.

“We were playing in the old Sun-
mer Smith rink, which was cold and 
windy, and we didn’t have a locker 
room, but it didn’t change how we 
saw ourselves as athletes. We were 
a really competitive group of girls 
and Mr. Chivers pushed us to be our 
best,” wrote Fenton.

Fenton was also a member of the 
varsity field hockey and lacrosse 
teams at Andover. She captained the 
field hockey team her Senior year. 

Fenton epitomized what it means 
to be a student athlete, earning the 
Press Club Award, an award given 

to the member of the Senior class 
that best balances his or her aca-
demic work with his or her athletic 
success. Fenton tries to replicate this 
in her hockey players. She said, “Stu-
dent athletes at Andover work very 
hard in the classroom, and they need 
an outlet in the afternoons.”

Co-Captain Elizabeth Kemp ’15 
said, “[Fenton] brings an excitement, 
love for the game and dedication 
to our team that is very important. 
However, possibly more important 
to our success is her understanding 
of our lives off the ice as well. Hav-
ing been a student athlete here her-
self, [Fenton] knows what each of 
her players are going through. She 
understands if we are having an ‘off 
day’ and knows how to support us to 
make sure tomorrow is better.” 

Fenton continued her athletic ca-
reer at Bowdoin College, where she 
played field hockey, ice hockey and 
lacrosse. She stood out for her ex-

ceptional leadership, and was elect-
ed captain of both the field hockey 
and ice hockey teams. 

After her short three-year separa-
tion from Andover, Fenton returned 
to began coaching and teaching 
Physical Education in 1994. 

Fenton said, “When I played 
sports in high school and college, 
it was always the opportunity to 
spend time with my teammates that 
I valued the most, so I look to build 
the team dynamic early in the sea-
son. I am a believer in getting girls to 
compete hard against each other in 
practice to prepare for games, so we 
do a lot of small game competitions 
that work on the skills and concepts 
we are covering as a team”.

Co-Captain Eliza Quigley ’15, who 
has played with Fenton for nine 
seasons in three different sports, 
added, “The energy [Fenton] brings 
on the ice each day during practice 
creates an atmosphere where ev-

eryone wants to get better, not just 
for themselves, but for the team as 
a whole.

As a coach, Fenton devotes herself 
to the improvement of her players. 
She makes herself available in the 
offseason to assist them with train-
ing, and is always willing to stay af-
ter practice to help a player with a 
specific skill.

Ice Hockey Co-Captain Anna 
Fucillo ’15 said, “If you’re invested 
and ready to work to get to the next 
level, [Fenton] will do everything she 
can to help you get there. One exam-
ple is how I really wanted a place on 
campus where I could shoot puck 
in the offseason. [Fenton] set up a 
little area on the side of her garage 
at Johnson where I am able to shoot 
every day. She genuinely cares about 
her athletes and is always looking to 
help you in any way possible.”

Fenton relied on the leadership 
of her Co-Captains and seniors to 

create a welcoming dynamic for the 
new players on the team this season.

Fenton said, “The Seniors set the 
tone right from the start that this 
wasn’t going to be a team that de-
pended on one or two kids, but that 
we would find the most success if 
we worked together. They shared 
that leadership of the team equally 
among themselves, and they set a 
great example for future Seniors to 
follow.”

This year, the team secured crit-
ical wins against tough opponents, 
but unfortunately fell short of qual-
ifying for the playoffs.

One of the highlights of the sea-
son for many of the girls was the last 
home game of the season against the 
defending New England champi-
ons, Westminster. 

Fucillo wrote, “It was an ultimate 
team effort. We came out flying and 
took it to them. We sealed the deal 
with an open-netter at the end of 
the game and I just remember be-
ing tackled by Caroline Garrity [‘15]. 
Definitely one of my favorite mo-
ments, especially since it was the 
seniors last home game ever”.

Although the team was just shy 
of making the final tournament, 
Fenton has high aspirations for next 
season with the young talent that 
will return. She wrote, “We have a 
tremendous group of girls return-
ing and some really talented play-
ers joining the them next year, so 
my hope is that we will build in this 
years success and secure a spot in 
the tournament next year.”

The Girls Hockey will continue 
to flourish next year under the lead-
ership of Fenton and the hard work 
and perseverance that she instills in 
her players. 

Martha Fenton ’83: Girls Hockey
By Laura Bilal

PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

The Andover Wrestling team 
opened its season with many new 
wrestlers, suffered tough losses and 
battled injuries, but trained hard to 
achieve a fourth place finish out of 
12 teams in a stellar performance 
at the Class A Interschols. Andover 
racked up 141 points at Interschols, 
missing a top-three finish by only 
three points. 

“Our team and our starting line-
up this year were almost entirely 
made up of underclassmen, and be-
ginners at that. One of our challeng-
es was getting these kids to a point 
where they could stand up to a Var-
sity kid that actually had experience. 
This was not helped by the fact that 

both captains sustained serious inju-
ries throughout the season,” said AJ 
Augustine ’15.

Bennett Sherr ’17 added, “Almost 
all of the returning wrestlers we had 
got injured at one point or another 
in the season causing us to lose some 
close meets.”

Andover started its season with 
consecutive losses to Nobles and 
Choate. “Our team’s trademark this 
season was definitely injuries. We 
had something along the lines of five 
shoulder displacements, four con-
cussions, two torn ligaments, one 
bone bruise, one broken collarbone 
and three black eyes,” said Augus-
tine.

Despite these losses, the team 
worked hard to develop into a com-
petitive Class A team.

“We really ground out most of the 
season and got to a point where we 
had a better Class A finish than we 
did last season,” said Sherr.

Undeterred by injury, the team’s 
unrelenting practice and improve-
ment paid off.

“Guys like Captain Justin Much-
nick [’16] kept training while they 
were injured, and eventually were 
able to score us some good points at 
Interschols,” said Sherr.

The team’s strong performance 
at Interschols was a result of the 
season-long effort to prepare for the 
tournament, eventually qualifying 
six wrestlers at the New England 
Wrestling Championships. 

“Every single practice, we were 
learning technique, doing condi-
tioning, and just generally toughen-

ing up. All of that training showed 
during the tournament season. 
Everyone stepped up to the plate 
and showed the products of their 
hard work. For the most part, we 
were decently competitive against 
schools who had a solid lineup,” said 
Augustine.

Led by Muchnick, Ian Blythe 
’16, Holden Ringer ’16, Christian 
Millotte ’16, Alex Cleveland ’17 and 
Alex Humphreys ’15 qualified for 
New Englands. Blythe, Milotte and 
Cleveland, however, were unable to 
compete due to injuries. Andover 
finished 31st out of the 48 teams 
present.

Andover also fielded a Girls Wres-
tling team again this year, a mile-
stone and a source of inspiration to 
many young athletes.

“The moment that really stands 
out to me was Andover’s second an-
nual female wrestling tournament. 
Watching the girls wrestle was 
amazing and seeing how far they 
came and how hard they worked 
was inspirational,” said Sherr.

Looking toward next season, An-
dover has high expectations. The 
team will only lose three Seniors, 
and the strong performance of the 
JV team this season is a good sign 
of depth and experience. Muchnick 
will return as Captain alongside 
newly elected Co-Captain, Blythe. 

Coach Rich Gorham said, “We 
have a lot of young wrestlers hun-
gry for success. We should return 11 
varsity starters, including six league 
placers, and we hope to make a push 
for the league title in 2016.”

WRESTLING

Young Team Gains Valuable Experience
By Viraj Kumar

PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Eric Alperin ’15 put up the most points for Andover this season.
J.WOLFE/THE PHILLIPIAN

Martha Fenton ’83, once Captain of the Hockey and Lacrosse teams, now coaches both at Andover.
J.BCEKWITH/THE PHILLIPIAN

COACH OF THE WINTER
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Andover Softball crushed Exeter 
22-3 to claim the Big East Champi-
onship title for its fourth time in five 
years. Outscoring its opponents 52-3 
in four games, the Big East Tourna-
ment was a highlight of Andover’s 
18-0 season.

Captain Ravenne Nasser ’15 said, 
“[The tournament] is a lot different 
for us than any other game because 
the whole team stays together all 
day Saturday and Sunday. It’s a total 
team experience, and a lot of fun just 
hanging out with each other .”

Nasser was named MVP of the 
tournament, as she pitched two 
great games and hit a home run in 
each of Andover’s four wins. Nasser 
continued to hit home runs after the 
tournament, and with two against 
Exeter in Andover’s final double-
header of the season, she shattered 
the single season home run record 
with 10. 

Andover’s undefeated success re-
mained unspoken among the play-
ers, but it fueled the team’s energy, 
as the it took the season one win at a 
time. The last time Andover saw an 
undefeated season was in 2013.

Head Coach Peter Drench said, 
“Like a lot of coaches, [we] preach 
being in the moment and not getting 
ahead of ourselves. We emphasize 
focusing on the process, on playing 
well and letting the results take care 
of themselves.”

This impressive success was a 
great feat for the team, considering 
its shaky 7-8 record last year.

“[The] team included a dozen 
players who hung in through a los-
ing season in 2014. We discussed 
how there are dues to pay in order 

to become a better player and a suc-
cessful team. We had to learn how 
not to lose before we could learn 
how to win. The success they have 
enjoyed this spring has been hard-
earned,” said Drench.

This year’s team featured six Se-
niors, including Nasser, Co-Captain 
Mackenzie Bradford ’15, Co-Cap-
tain Jen Kaplan ’15, Post-Gradu-
ate Courtney Erickson ’15, Kayla 
Thompson ’15 and EJ Kim ’15. 

The team’s preseason trip to Flor-
ida allowed the Seniors to step into 
leadership roles and lead Andover to 
a six-game winning streak.

Andover’s skill and energy were 
unmatched in many of its games, 
including mercy rule victories over 
Exeter, Tabor and Deerfield. 

Andover outscored its opponents 
184-20 over the course of the sea-
son, with nine shutout victories. On 
average, the team scored 10.2 runs a 
game and allowed only 1.1.

One of Andover’s most thrilling 
wins came as a battle from behind 

against North Reading High School. 
Down by two runs and with two outs 
in the bottom of the seventh inning, 
Colby Beré ’18 hit a two-run ho-
mer to tie the game at 4-4. Kristina 
Haghdan ’17 then beat out a throw 
from the North Reading shortstop 
to get on first base. Next, Mackenzie 
Bradford stepped up to the plate and 
smacked a walk-off home run over 
the left field fence to bring Andover 
a 6-4 win.

Assistant Coaches Bruce Bacon 
and Lindsay Maroney ’07, along 
with Retired Coach Doug Kuhl-
mann, have focused on refining An-
dover’s batting skills, accounting for 
its high-scoring wins and frequent 
home runs.

 “[We] hit the ball very well, espe-
cially for power, and it has become 
contagious up and down the lineup. 
Every individual has improved as a 
player this season and contributed 
to our becoming a genuine team. 
Everybody pulls for everybody else 
to succeed,” said Drench.

In Andover’s Big East champion-
ship game against Exeter, Erickson 
hit two home runs and Nasser hit 
one. The energy sparked by a home 
run electrifies and unites the whole 
team.

Bradford said, “When someone 
hits a home run, we all run out. It’s 
never some people walking behind. 
It’s everyone running out huddling 
around home plate waiting for 
them. Every time the entire team is 
out there no matter who it is that hit 
it.”

With a 22-3 margin, all of Ando-
ver’s bench was able to find success 
at the plate against Exeter in the Big 
East Championship. 

“Everyone was hitting. That was 
the best part even though it was ob-
viously a dominant win. Their pitch-
ers were tired, but our whole team 
played in that game and it was really 
nice,” said Kaplan.

Andover found another star at 
the mound this season in newcom-
er Kristina Haghdan ’17. In Ando-

ver’s home opener against St. Paul’s, 
Haghdan struck out 16 players in an 
8-0 shutout win. Later in the season, 
Haghdan tossed a no-hitter against 
North Reading. 

Haghdan also contributed to the 
team’s offense as a key hitter at the 
number two spot in the lineup. 

Leadoff batter and third base-
man Victoria Bergeron ’16 was also 
consistent at the plate, with at least 
one R.B.I. in nearly every game this 
season, including a season-high four 
R.B.I.s in Andover 8-0 win over St. 
Paul’s. Bergeron and Erickson were 
a strong team on Andover’s left side 
of the infield with consistent put-
outs on tough, hard-hit balls. 

Andover’s strong team chemistry 
fostered an inclusive environment 
among all the players, stimulating 
unity on the field.

“Even some of the players who ar-
en’t on the field as much are still so 
invested in the game and are always 
cheering everyone on. That’s really 
important for our team. If you go 
to a game, we’re always the loudest 
team and always cheering for each 
other,” said Erickson.

Nasser added, “We work really 
well together. We spent a ton of time 
in Florida bonding, and a lot of us 
are friends outside of the game. That 
really helps on the field. We really 
click and work well together.”

Andover’s 18-0 record displays its 
skill and hard work that the team 
will look to maintain next season 
with twelve returning players. 

Haghdan said, “We’re are excit-
ed to continue the legacy of playing 
hard, really challenging our compe-
tition, and supporting each other on 
and off the field.” 

Editors Note: Victoria Bergeron ’16 
is a Sports Editor for The Phillipian. 

SOFTBALL

Andover Earns Second Undefeated Season in Team History
By Cassie Chin

PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Boasting nine sweeps out of 12 
league matches, Andover Girls Ten-
nis achieved a nearly flawless record 
of 11-1 in its regular season. The team 
further proved its depth and prow-
ess with a decisive victory at the de 
VillaFranca Invitational Tourna-
ment and a commendable second 
place finish in the New England 
Prep School Association Confer-
ence (NEPSAC) Team Champion-
ships.

Led by first seed Reagan Posorske 
’17, who has been undefeated in reg-
ular season matches for two straight 
years, Andover glided to a record of 
9-0 at the start of the season before 
facing the challenge of the formida-
ble Milton Academy, who, like last 
year, became the only team to trump 
Andover.

“Our team played well against 
Milton, given the circumstances,” 
said Lauren Lee ’18. “We left every-
thing out on the court, whether or 
not we won. A lot of our matches 
were much closer than they seemed, 
with numerous deuce points, but in 
the end we were less consistent as 
a whole, and the Milton girls did a 
good job of finishing off each point.” 

After its 4-11 loss to Milton in the 
regular season, Andover advanced 
to the de VillaFranca Tournament in 
Kent, where it finished as a runner 
up last year to Kingswood Oxford. 
At only its second time at the tour-
nament, Andover went on to take 
home the title with victories in both 
the second seed singles and doubles 
flights and an additional second 
place in the first seed singles divi-
sion. Co-Captain Camille Price ’15, 
who won at second seed singles, did 
not drop a single game throughout 
the entirety of her five matches. In 
addition, it was the second year in a 
row that Co-Captain Isabella Haegg 
’16 won her doubles flight.

Sewon Park ’17, Haegg’s partner 
this season, said, “[The de Villa-
Franca Tournament] was definitely 
a highlight because we won doubles, 
even though I haven’t had much 
doubles experience and [Haegg] 
and I only became doubles partners 
this year.”

Following its success at Kent, An-
dover chased the title of New En-

gland Champions. Andover clinched 
decisive 5-1 victories over Choate 
and Groton in the quarterfinals and 
semifinals, respectively, only to fall 
to Milton in the finals of the NEP-
SAC tournament, like last year. After 
three hours of hard-fought matches, 
including a  8-3 victory from Mad-
eleine Mayhew ’15 and Charlotte 
Welch ’18 at third doubles, Andover 
suffered a 1-5 defeat which did not 
reflect of the team’s level of play.

“We did an amazing job of being a 
team and of supporting one another 
instead of acting as individual play-
ers. I also think that we did very well 
with starting our matches off strong. 
However, in many cases we weren’t 
able to maintain that lead, which ul-
timately led to our loss. If we could 
have executed our matches while 
we were ahead, we most certainly 
would’ve won,” said Posorske.

Andover’s recipe for success this 
season extended far beyond its tal-
ented and motivated roster. More 
family than teammates, Andover’s 
players supported each other un-
conditionally, a quality that allowed 
the team to achieve all that it did.

“Our dedication and motivation 
helped us out so much. When we 
went out on the court, all of us gave 
it our all no matter who was on the 
other side of the net,” said Posorske. 
“But the reason behind our team’s 
success is the fact that we are all so 
incredibly close. I, for one, know 
that I couldn’t have gotten through 
some of my matches had I not had 

the support from all of my team-
mates. We were all there for each 
other both on and off court, which 
you won’t be able to find at most 
schools.”

Head Coach Deborah Chase add-
ed, “What made this team special 
was that their genuine camarade-
rie was commensurate to their de-
termination and work ethic; this 
friendship allowed them to push 
each other in really healthy ways.”

Throughout the season, Andover 
deepened its level of friendship and 
improved its skills on the court. It 
looks to carry such qualities of team 
chemistry into next year.

“We came together so much as a 
team. We learned how to support 
each other, and we learned how to 
play decisively,” said Haegg. “We 
also grew even closer to [Coach 
Chase], who is an amazing role 
model and like a second mom to us 
all.”

“Win or lose, we embraced every-
thing together,” added Lee. “I can’t 
wait for next season.”

Andover graduates Seniors May-
hew and Price. Boasting six return-
ers next season, Andover hopes to 
come out on top in its rivalry against 
Milton.

“We’re looking to be the NEP-
SAC Champions rather than the 
Runner-Up next year,” said Coach 
Chase.

Editors Note: Isabella Haegg ’16 is 
a Sports Editor for The Phillipian.

GIRLSTENNIS

Girls Sweep Nine Times, Place 
Second in NEPSAC Championship

By Alexa Tsay
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Andover secured an undefeated season with a flawless 18-0 record.
COURTESY OF ANDOVER SOFTBALL

Andover aced its way to win the deVillaFranca Invitational Tournament.
COURTESY OF CRISTINA FERNANDEZ-HAEGG

Led by Captain Tim Bulens ’15, 
Andover Boys Lacrosse completed 
its nearly undefeated season with an 
impressive 15-1 finish in a riveting 
12-11 overtime win over Exeter. Af-
ter losing a game early on in the sea-
son to Belmont Hill by a mere point, 
the team went on to win 14 consec-
utive games, six of which were won 
in overtime.

Head Coach Stephen Moreland 
said, “Our only loss of the season 
was in our second game. You never 
like to lose, but I think we learned 
a lot from it, and it allowed us to fix 
some things early on.”

The dedication, athletic skill, and 
team spirit that every member of 
Andover Boys Lacrosse shared pro-
pelled the team to new heights as 
the season progressed. The team’s 
biggest asset was its ability to trans-
late its polished technique and strat-
egy into its performance on the field.

Moreland continued, “Our collec-
tive skill level is a bit higher this year 
than last, which allowed us to really 
push the ball in transition and gen-
erally play at a faster tempo.”

Over the course of Andover’s 
14 game win streak, the team out-
scored the other teams by a total 
score of 201-118, almost 100 points 
more than its opponents.

“A lot had to go right for us to have 
the success we’ve had this year, so 
it’s difficult to attribute our success 
to any one thing. However, it’s re-
ally hard to win without skill, hard 
work, and team chemistry, and this 
group of boys has those traits,” Mo-
reland added.

This season, Andover Boys La-
crosse defeated Deerfield in a 15-14 
overtime thriller, marking the team’s 
seventh win in a row and shattering 
the 23-year-long winning streak that 
Deerfield held against Andover.

Bulens said, “I’ve played on a lot 
of teams throughout my life, and 
this one is definitely the most spe-
cial.” He continued, “Coach More-
land and Coach Tuck have impacted 
who I am as a person so much. It’s 
going to be weird not playing under 
them next year.”

After beating Brooks and Choate 
in back to back overtime wins, An-
dover Boys Lacrosse sealed its third 

overtime win in a row against Ex-
eter in its last game of the season.

Post Graduate Max Anthony said, 
“We were really successful because 
of our senior leadership.  Starting 
with our Captain Tim Bulens, all the 
way to our post-graduates, everyone 
expressed their leadership abilities.”

Foster LeBoeuf ’15, a leading scor-
er for Andover, said, “We played for 
each other this year and not for any 
stats. We really played well as a team 
and that is why we were so success-
ful. Also, the Post Graduates and 
all of the new players contributed 
greatly to our success. Coach More-
land did some excellent recruiting 
and a lot of our success this year can 
be attributed to those guys.”

LeBoeuf, along with Bulens, 
played pivotal roles in the team’s of-
fense. Coupled with Jack Beare ’15, 
Ryder Garnsey ’15, Mike Panepinto 
’15, as well as Anthony on face off, 
Andover was a force to be reckoned 
with on the attack.

On defense, Cyrus Scott ’15, Cul-
ver Duquette ’15, Jack MacWil-
liams ’15, Arthur Gildehaus ’15, and 
Durham Abric ’15 were all key play-
ers when it came to the team’s abili-
ty to defeat its opponents.

The underclassmen were also 
essential to the team’s success this 
season. With 11 Seniors and Post 
Graduates leaving this year, Ando-
ver Boys Lacrosse will look to its 
younger players to step into their 
new roles on the team.

Moreland said, “We have some 
outstanding underclassmen who 
will be returning next year, so I am 
very excited to continue helping 
with their development on and off 
the field.”

When asked about what he will 
miss most about Andover Lacrosse, 
LeBoeuf said, “Of course I’ll miss 
the boys, and the coaches, and the 
stadium, but what I’ll miss the most 
is putting on that blue jersey and 
playing for Phillips Academy.”

Moreland added, “I’ve said it 
before, but this group of seniors 
and Post Graduates is very special. 
They set the tone from day one and 
provided incredible leadership all 
year. They will all accomplish great 
things in their lives, and I am so 
thankful that I had the opportunity 
to coach them. I will miss them all 
very much.”

BOYSLACROSSE

Boys Impress In
One-Loss Season

By Jennifer Lee
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

SPRING SPORTS
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Andover Baseball finished its 
season with an impressive 16-5 re-
cord. The team’s greatest feat came 
in clinching second place in the 
Central New England Prep School 
Baseball League (CNEPSBL) after 
a tough 9-3 loss to Worcester in the 
finals. 

This year marked great improve-
ment for the team, however, as it up-
scaled last year’s 10-9 record. 

Andover finished its season on a 
high note, defeating Exeter handily 
7-3. 

The team generated 11 hits and 
conceded two errors throughout 
the game. Catcher John Simourian 
’16 and Co-Captain Matt Hosman 
’15 both had two R.B.I.s, and Tay-
lor Beckett ’17 and Ben Reinisch ’15 
each drove in a run as well. 

Starting the game on the mound, 
Tim Salvadore ’15 gave up just one 
hit over four innings in his last ap-
pearance for Andover. Thomas 
Lane ’15 relieved Salvadore in the 
fifth and struck out a whopping 10 
batters while giving up just two hits. 

Securing a 10-2 league record 
prior to the CNEPSBL tournament, 
Andover put up strong performanc-
es in key games to contend for this 
season’s championship, bolstering 

shutout pitching with aggressive at 
bats on offense.

Beckett said, “We supported 
each other on the field really well 
and never gave up in any game. Our 
pitching was fantastic throughout 
the entire year, and we were able to 
give our pitchers run support.”

Head Coach Kevin Graber added, 
“The best thing this team did was 
support each other and always play 
hard.”

Falling to first-seed Worcester 
in the CNEPSBL finals, the team is 
now more motivated than ever to 
mount a challenge for the title after 
missing it for the second consecu-
tive time.

“We came up a little short this 
year, and we don’t want to expe-
rience losing again. Next year, the 
returners will try to build off the 
success we had this year and try to 
welcome the newcomers,” added 
Beckett.

Graduating 10 seniors this June, 
Andover will say goodbye to a skilled 
group of players that never gave up 
on the team.

“This senior class was so spe-
cial because they all want to win as 
much as they want to breathe or eat. 
That’s rare. Usually you have a few 
guys who really and truly love to 
compete. This year it was everyone 
because our senior class wouldn’t 
stand for anything less,” said Graber. 

Next year’s team will rely on the 
help of its returners as well as the 
talent of its new recruits. This year’s 
group of newcomers played an im-
portant role in Andover’s success, 
with Beckett producing a team-high 
24 hits and Joe Simourian ’18 and 
Travis Lane ’18 recording 10 and sev-
en R.B.I., respectively.

Fielding a senior-heavy pitching 
staff this year, Andover will graduate 
Thomas Lane, Hosman, Salvadore, 
Jake Nelson ’15 and David Gaetano 
’15. Lane led the team with seven 
wins and a 0.34 E.R.A in his fourth 
season with the team.

Graber added, “Some nasty pitch-
ing from seniors Lane, Salvadore, 
Hosman, Nelson and Gaetano never 
hurts.  With those guys graduating, 
though, our younger arms will have 
to step up next year.”

Travis Lane, Cam Garfield ’17 and 
Robby Cerulle ’17 will return to An-
dover’s rotation for the 2016 season.

Looking back on this year’s team 
and his experience as one of its lead-
ers, Hosman said, “It was one of the 
more talented teams we have had in 
my four years. I liked working with 
the younger guys helping them be 
more confident and showing them 
that they can play.”

Andover looks ahead to next 
year’s season in hopes of winning its 
tenth overall league title.

BASEBALL

Andover Finishes Runner Up
By Stephan Min

PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

In a season marked by improve-
ment, Andover Girls Crew’s first 
boat captured the ultimate prize 
- a gold medal at the New England 
Interscholastic Rowing Champi-
onships (NEIRAs). Under the guid-
ance of Head Coach Dale Hurley, 
the team was determined to capital-
ize on its promising new talent and 
powerful returners. 

Each of the top three boats had 
strong performances at NEIRAs, 
which spoke to the hard work and 
dedication that all of the rowers in 
the program put in throughout sea-
son. G1 took gold for the first time 
since 2010, while G2 clinched the 
silver medal and G3 placed seventh.

G1’s first place win was especially 
remarkable considering its 1-6 re-
cord and fifth place finish at NEI-
RA’s last year. The boat got off to a 
rocky start this season, with a loss to 
Kent in its first race. The eight row-
ers, however, bounced back to win 
the next five races, including two 
wins against Exeter for the first time 
since 2010. 

The last race of the regular sea-
son against Hingham proved to be a 
wake-up call for G1, as it suffered its 
second loss of the season. The team 
used this loss constructively, though, 
to motivate it to succeed at NEIRAs. 

Co-Captain Elizabeth Kemp ’15 
said, “[The loss to Hingham] didn’t 
really phase us. We had a bad day 
and we knew it, but it did establish 
the fact that we were going to have 
to work very hard all week and come 
ready to go [at NEIRAs].”

The first boat’s lineup at NEIRAs 
consisted of coxswain Janet Conklin 
’17,  Sam Hawley ’16, Vienna Kuhn 
’16, Julia Marcus ’15, Lane Unsworth 
’15, Cara Cavanaugh ’15, Kemp, Liz 
Irvin ’17 and Charlotte Chazen ’15.  

It was a close race from start to 
finish, but Andover finished in 4:56.9 
to beat Kent by 0.6 seconds. 

“[Conklin] knew that we had won 
but the bow wasn’t so sure. But then 
when we heard the cheers from the 
shore, we knew,” said Kuhn. 

“Our hard work all season had 
come down to the next forty strokes. 

Knowing the girls in front of me and 
behind me, not one of us were going 
to let down the other and we started 
walking,” added Kemp. 

The win marked an end of a 
drought for G1, and their first medal 
under the coaching of Hurley, who 
is largely credited with helping the 
program turn around. The win at 
NEIRAs capped off G1’s season on 
a strong parting note for its seniors 
five seniors. 

Kemp said, “The feeling of win-
ning is unlike anything I ever felt. 
I don’t think it has set in yet and I 
don’t know if it ever will.  This was 
an incredible way for us to end our 
season and an unimaginable way for 
me to end my Andover athletic ca-
reer.” 

The G2 lineup featured stroke 
Fiona Yonkman ’16, Isabella Berk-
ley ’15, Evelyn Mesler ’17, Amanda 
Krakauer ’15, Elizabeth Duserick ’16, 
Lila Brady ’18, Sofie Brown ’18 and 
Claire Tao ’16.  G2 powered through 
down the 1500-meter course, and 
fell by a mere 0.3 seconds to Kent to 
take second place. This second place 
finish marked the boat’s strongest 
performance at NEIRAs since 2010. 

Brown said, “I think [NEIRAs] 
was our best race of season. Al-
though we were in last place off the 
start, we were able to walk back up 
on all the other crews during the rest 
of the race, especially in the middle 
five hundred and during the sprint.”

G3 was directed by coxswain 

Grace Hannam ’17, and consisted 
of Claire Glover ’16, Anna Zimmer 
’17, Alex-Maree Roberts ’16, Lauryn 
Roberts ’17, Marina Folz ’15, Eliza-
beth Duserick ’16, Alessandra Allen 
’16 and Whitney Garden ’17.  The 
boat suffered a heartbreaking loss 
in the final heat in a time of 5:33.8 
to finish almost exactly one second 
behind NMH. It therefore, did not 
qualify for the Grand Final, and fin-
ished in seventh place. 

The results of the three boats at 
NEIRAs do not tell the entire story 
of the season, however. A contin-
uously growing and inclusive pro-
gram, Andover Girls Crew attracted 
lots of new talent this year that will 
bode well for next year. The team 
will graduate many Seniors scat-
tered among the boats, leaving big 
shoes for the underclassmen to fill. 

A defining feature of the team this 
year was its cohesiveness, and it will 
use this as a basis for next year. 

“The Andover Girls’ Crew had an 
impressive season and I very proud 
of everyone of the over 60 rowers 
and coxswains who worked hard 
this spring to make this season one 
to be remembered.  The results at 
the New England Championships 
were impressive, but what was most 
impressive was having the boys and 
girls team come together as one co-
hesive program. I could not be more 
proud of the entire Andover Crew,” 
wrote Hurley in an email to The 
Phillipian. 

GIRLSCREW

Girls Win Championship 
In Thrilling Fashion

By Jack Twomey
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Under the leadership of Head 
Coach Stewart MacDonald and 
Co-Captains Marc Sevastopoulo 
’15 and Benjamin Hawley ’15, An-
dover Boys Crew rounded out its 
strong season by earning the sec-
ond place Team Trophy at the New 
England Interscholastic Rowing 
Association (NEIRA) Regatta. 

All three of Andover’s boats had 
strong seasons, and their success 
at NEIRAs represented all of the 
hard work that the rowers put in 
throughout the season.

B1’s roster stayed consistent 
throughout the season with Cox-
swain Jacob Kozul ’15, Rob Irvin 
’15, Nikolas Robertson ’16, Sev-
astopoulo, Hawley, Dylan Norris 
’16, Jack Lane ’15, Nick Faulkner 
’16, and Gabe Blanchard ’16. The 
boat entered NEIRAs as the sec-
ond seed with a record of 3-3. B1 
cruised earned a two-second vic-
tory in its qualifying heat, but the 
pressure escalated as it entered 
the Grand Final.

The intense race pushed the 
boat’s strength as it fought hard 
to the last stroke. Kent ultimately 
prevailed with a time of 4:23, while 
B1 came in only one second behind 
at 4:24 to take second place. Salis-
bury finished in 4:30 to claim the 
bronze medal. 

While NEIRAs marked B1’s final 
regatta of the school year, the boat 
has been invited to partake in the 
Henley Royal Regatta in England 
in June. 

“We rowed a very good race. If 
that were my last race as an Ando-
ver rower, I’d be proud of our per-
formance and would lay down my 
oar with dignity. But I’m not going 
to lie, and I think I can speak for 
the boat. We are all glad to have 
another few races in England in 
which we can strut our stuff,” said 
Lane. 

B2 won its first round in front of 
the Brunswick crew in 4:46. In the 
Grand Final, though, Andover fal-

tered in the beginning to trail Kent 
and BC High by about a full boat 
length. But the boat persevered, 
making up a lot of distance in the 
last 250-Meter sprint and taking 
third place with a time of 4:38. 

After placing second in the qual-
ifying round, B3 finished second 
overall in the finals in 4:44, trailing 
BC High in 4:43. 

At the end of this year, Andover 
Boys Crew will graduate twelve 
seniors from its top three boats. 
Sevastopoulo, Hawley, Lane and 
Irvin will all continue to row in 
college at Ivy League universities.

B2 rower Will Humphrey ’16 
said, “On and off the water, [Haw-
ley] and [Sevastopoulo], as well 
as the other Seniors, drove every 
single rower to better themselves. 
Through example and advice, the 
Senior core of this team allowed 
us to improve exponentially and 
be the only crew in New England 
that had all three boats medal at 
NEIRAs.”

Although the Seniors’ shoes will 
be difficult to fill, the rising Se-
niors have already shown the ex-
perience and dedication needed to 
lead the team next year. Norris and 
Faulkner will lead the way, as they 
have spent the past two years in 
B1. In addition, Blanchard proved 
himself to be a vital member of the 
team as he moved up from B4 last 
season to B1 this year. 

“The guys on this team are dif-
ferent. No one has to tell them to 
be focused at practice or to be in-
tense or to pull hard. As Captain, 
I had an excuse to do more with 
the team and to get to know more 
of the people. I was proud to make 
Andover Crew a bigger part of my 
life,” said Sevastopoulo.

The team also has a lot of poten-
tial in its underclassmen. Lowers 
Aidan Driscoll ’17 and Luke Bitler 
’17 started rowing as Juniors in 
the novice B5 boat together last 
year but moved up to row in both 
B2 and B3 this year. B3 rower Nate 
Cruz ’18 is also a rower to look out 
for next year.

BOYSCREW

Boys Claim 
Runner-Up at NEIRAs

By Whitney Garden
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Andover Track & Field (PATF) 
concluded its successful season 
with a strong performance against 
rival Phillips Exeter Academy. The 
Girls team clinched the victory by 
one point, while the Boys team lost 
but showed potential for upcoming 
years.

As a dramatic finish to the sea-
son, the players hoisted Head Coach 
Corbin Lang onto their shoulders, as 
Exeter marked his final meet with 
Andover after 18 years.

In his time as Head Coach, Lang 
guided Andover to 16 total New En-
gland Prep School Track Association 
(NEPSTA) Division I titles.

“I am so fortunate that all of [my 
players] are part of my life,” said Lang.

The Girls team remained unde-
feated throughout the season, ex-
cluding NEPSTA where it finished 
in second place out of 12 teams. 
Co-Captain Charlie Jarvis ’15, Car-
oline Shipley ’16, Carmen Bango ’16 
and Camille Little ’16 spearheaded 
their success this year. 

Jarvis led the team with her com-
petitive attitude and drive to succeed. 
Throughout the season, she excelled 
in multiple events including the 
100-Meter, 4x100-Meter Relay and 
the 300-Meter hurdles.

Shipley won nearly every 400-Me-
ter race in which she competed this 
season, with the exception of her sec-
ond place finish at NEPSTA.

“PATF has become a family to 
me these past three years, this sea-
son especially. I’ve competed beside 
so many new people, and it’s been a 
blast. I already can’t wait for next sea-
son,” said Shipley.

Distance runner and new Upper 
Bango was exceptional this season, as 
she consistently won the 800-Meter. 
Bango will continue to bring Ando-
ver success next year. 

Little showed her versatility this 
season by winning a plethora of 
events, ranging from the 200-Me-
ter, to the 4x100-Meter Relay, to the 
100-Meter race, to the Long Jump. 

The Boys team, though, under-
went a year more dedicated to re-

building. It finished in eighth place 
at NEPSTA’s out of 12 teams, but its 
younger players stood out with im-
pressive performances that will bode 
well for next year. 

The Boys team was led by the ef-
forts of John Gorton ’15, Noah Ward 
’17 and Ralph Skinner ’16. 

Gorton placed first in every 
3000-Meter race in the regular sea-
son, finishing in fourth place at NEP-
STAs. 

Gorton wrote in an email to The 
Phillipian, “There are few things at 
Andover that have meant as much 
to me as PATF. This team taught me 
to persevere, to compete, to lead and 
to believe in myself. I could not feel 
more grateful for the lessons this 
sport has taught me. So as sad as I am 
to see my last track season go, I feel 
lucky that I had such an amazing ex-
perience on the team.”

Ward showed excellence in both 
the Shot Put and Discus this season, 
shattering the Lower class records 
in both events. Ward will continue 
to gain points for Andover in his next 
two years on the team. 

Skinner tacked on points for the 
Boys team as he consistently placed 
in the 800-Meter, clinching fifth 
place in the event at NEPSTA.

Co-Captain Nick DiAdamo ’15 had 
to deal with recurring knee problems 
throughout the year, which left him 
on the sidelines of the meets. 

DiAdamo, however, maintained a 
positive attitude throughout the sea-
son. He said, “[The Boys team] may 
not have been the best on paper, but 
there were always kids on the side-
lines cheering their teammates on. 
It was awesome to see, especially our 
last home meet and Andover/Exeter. 
It was Coach Lang’s last season, so it 
was all for him. Even the Juniors un-
derstood how much he has done for 
this program and how great it’s been 
to have him at the helm. He will sure-
ly be missed next season.”

As Andover enters the offseason in 
the summer, its athletes will prepare 
for the indoor and outdoor seasons 
next year, and although it was an 
emotional goodbye to Coach Lang, 
this season was full of successes and 
memories that will stay with the ath-
letes for many years in the future.

TRACK&FIELD

Girls Claim Undefeated 
Season, Boys Rebuild

By Matthew Shea
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Star pitcher Travis Lane ’15 will take his talents to play for Boston College.
E.KAUFMANN-LADUC/THE PHILLIPIAN

G1 clinched first place in a thrilling finish at NEIRAs.
 COURTESY OF ANDOVER CREW
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Andover Cycling capped 
off its great season with a 
friendly meet against Phil-
lips Exeter Academy on an 
extremely technical course. 

The 0.7 mile loop con-
sisted of three 180-degree 
turns, a short grass uphill 
and multiple steep dirt up-
hills. Every class completed 
10 laps. Both Girls classes 
raced together, while Boys 
B raced alongside Boys C 
and Boys A raced as its own 
field.

In Boys A, Paxton Hyde 
’15 had a strong lead until 
he fell on the dangerous, 
grassy knoll, which allowed 
Exeter’s riders to sweep the 
field. 

In Boys B, David Sham-
ritsky ’17, Will Reid ’15 and 
Gardner Wilson ’15 finished 
2nd, 3rd and 4th, respective-
ly, within eight seconds of 
each other.

Hayden Weatherall ’18, a 
Boys C rider, finished just 
one second in front of team-
mate Isaac Newall ’18. Girls 
B finished extremely well, 
with three riders placing in 
the top five.

The riders’ impressive 

performances at Exeter 
were representative of the 
hard work that they all put 

in during the season. 
The roster consisted of six 
girls and ten boys, each with 
ranging skill levels and pre-
vious cycling experience. 

Throughout the season, 
though, the team practiced 
together as one unit. Then, 
individuals were placed into 
either class A, B or C for the 
races. Head Coach Thayer 
Zaeder ’83 led the team. 

Zaeder said, “We had a 
supportive and hard-work-
ing group this year, with 
especially standout perfor-
mances from our Girls JV 
riders.”

Co-Captain Liana Mar-
golese ’15 led the tight-knit 
Girls team to a Division 
championship this year. 
Zaeder said, “Meg Da-
vis [’17], [Margolese], Jess 
Wang [’18] and Leah Adel-
man [’17] rode well all sea-
son and earned the Girls C 
Championship.”

Adelman, who finished 
8th individually in Girls C, 
said, “The Girls team be-
came very close and we all 
learned a lot this season. We 
were able to be strategic in 
races as a group and were 

thrilled to win our division.”
Newcomer Wang raced 

at a high skill level through-
out the year. She finished in 
the top five in multiple rac-
es, finishing with an overall 
sixth place in Girls C.

Wang said, “I’m really 
happy with my overall re-
sults. Winning the Girls Di-
vision was an amazing expe-
rience and a reflection of all 
our hard work this season. It 
was a collective effort by the 
group, and we all contribut-
ed by placing really well in 
all our races, whether it was 
a time trial or a road race.”

The team is a family full 
of individual riders. Each 
teammate looks out for and 
encourages each other while 
climbing steep hills during 
practice or pushing through 
the last leg of an intense 
race. Long car trips and 
miles of bike riding together 
allowed the riders to con-
nect with one another and 
form a strong team bond.

Zaeder said, “Our Boys 
teams – four riders in the 
A field, three in the B field 
and two in the C field - had 
some strong performanc-
es. [Hyde] stood out as our 
strongest and most success-
ful rider.”

Hyde finished first at the 
race at Gould Academy, 
earning fourth place overall 
in individual rankings in the 
Boys A class. Also in Boys 
A this year were Co-Cap-
tain Nick Swenson ’15, Scott 
MacDonald ’15 and Felix Liu 
’15.

Isaac Newall ’18 stood out 
this season as a strong Boys 
C rider, finishing eighth 
overall in his first year of 
racing.

The team will lose six Se-
niors, leaving a young roster 
with lots of potential. 

Zaeder, “We have had a 
good season and will look 
to build on the strength of 
our returning Boys and Girls 
teams next year.”

CYCLING

Fourth Place Finish 
Caps Successful Season

By Reed Findlay
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

It was a bittersweet sea-
son overall for Andover 
Girls Varsity Lacrosse, with 
highs and lows scattered 
throughout the season to 
finish with a record of 4-8-2. 

The team closed out its 
season on a high note with a 
11-10 defeat of rival Phillips 
Exeter Academy. Burns net-
ted the game-winning goal 
with just seconds left on the 
clock in the thrilling victory. 

Kinsey Yost ’15 said, “By 
far my favorite moment of 
the season was the Ando-
ver/Exeter game. The elec-
tricity the team felt as we 
stepped onto the field was 
indescribable. The fact that 
we were able to come back 
from a three-goal deficit 
in the second half and win 
with only seconds left is by 
far the best memory I will 
carry with me as I move on 
from my Andover athletics 
career.”    

The season officially be-
gan on April 4, with a 6-9 
loss at home against Nobles 
& Greenough. Eliza Quigley 
’15 had a hat trick and two 
assists, scoring two goals 
from her two free positions, 
and the team as a whole 
forced 10 turnovers.

Andover then had two 
consecutive home wins 
against Deerfield Academy 
and Pingree School in the 
week following the Nobles 
game.

Andover decisively de-
feated Deerfield by a margin 
of 12-7, making this one of 
the team’s strongest games.

Captain Caroline Garr-
ity ’15 netted eight goals, 
her season high for goals 
scored in a single game, 
and Nora McNamara-Bor-
dewick ’16 had a hat trick 
from just four shots on net. 
McNamara-Bordewick, 
Hannah Burns ’15 and Beth 
Krikorian ’17 each assisted 

two of the goals.
Defensively, Andover 

controlled 23 ground balls 
and intercepted Deer-

field nine times, both season 
records, and forced seven 
turnovers. Goalie Emma 
Kelley ’17 had her best per-
formance of the season, 
with 13 saves from 20 shots 
on net, a 65% save percent-
age.     

The momentum of Garri-
ty’s strong performance car-
ried into the game against 
Pingree to bring Andover 
a 8-5 win. Garrity scored 
three more goals and Kelly 
McCarthy ’16 scored two of 
her own.

Andover had anoth-
er great defensive per-
formance, controlling 22 
ground balls and snagging 
eight interceptions.

After the victory against 
Pingree, however, Andover 
underwent a six game losing 
streak. 

Andover suffered its third 
loss of the season, losing 15-
14 against Groton at home in 
one of the highest scoring 
games of the season. Garrity 
put away four goals, Quigley 
netted five and Burns had 
her first hat trick of the sea-
son. The team, unfortunate-
ly, fell just one goal short of 
a win.

Two games later, Ando-
ver fell to Taft 14-13 in an 
overtime loss in front of its 
home crowd. The team shot 
26 times on net, earning its 
highest shooting percentage 
of the season at 48.1%.

McNamara-Bordewick 
converted on three on her 
four shots on net to earn her 
second hat trick of the sea-
son. Quigley had three goals 
and four assists, and Kriko-
rian earned her first hat 
trick of the season with four 
goals and two assists.

Andover tied both Milton 
and Loomis 11-11 two weeks 
later after two more losses 
to Governor’s and Tabor, 
showing signs of a rebound. 

Garrity had seven goals be-
tween the two games, while 
Burns and Quigley each had 
four. 

Ultimately, the team was 
emboldened by its lack of 
success, showing promise at 
the end.

In its penultimate game, 
Andover defeated Brooks 
16-8 as it scored a sea-
son-high number of goals, 
using that upward momen-
tum to defeat Exeter in its 
final game.

Collectively, the girls 
scored 145 goals this season 
and averaged over 10 goals 
per game. 30 of those goals 
came from free position 
shots. The team had 77 as-
sists to those goals, averag-
ing about six a game.

Garrity led her team in 
the goal category, scoring 
over 40. Quigley and Burns 
also contributed quite a few 
goals, breaking 30 and 20 
marks, respectively.

Krikorian led the team in 
assists with 20, followed by 
Quigley, Burns and Garrity, 
all of whom averaged about 
one assist per game.   

Of the 19 players on the 
team, six will graduate, 
including attacker Quig-
ley, Midfielders Burns and 
Garrity and Defenders Keli 
Mackey ’15, Tessa Peterson 
’15 and Yost. 

Andover will return thir-
teen players next year - two 
Juniors, six Lowers, and five 
Uppers.

Garrity said, “Our record 
does not do justice to the 
hard work and effort that 
our team put forth this sea-
son.  Being Captain this 
season was an honor.  As 
much as I will miss playing 
high school lacrosse, the 
one thing I’ll miss the most 
is playing with this group of 
girls on the field.  We had a 
lot of fun together on and 
off the field and made mem-
ories that will stay with us 
long after Andover.” 

GIRLSLACROSSE

Talented Team Suffers 
Series of Overtime Losses

By Arthur Paleologos
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

At the conclusion of the 
New England Prep School 
Ultimate League Cham-
pionship, Andover Ulti-
mate repeated as the Spir-
it of the Game winners 
while coming up short in 
the competition against 
Hotchkiss. After failing 
to crack .500 last season, 
the team achieved a 14-6 
record while compiling 
wins against top-ranked 
teams such as Masconom-
et.

In an email to The Phill-
pian, Co-Captain Jordan 
Swett ‘15 wrote, “I could 
not be prouder of Blue 
Steel’s performance as a 
team and as individual 
players throughout the 
season. I knew after our 
first game that this was 
going to be an incredibly 
strong season, but we have 
exceeded expectations by 
a long shot, growing and 
improving every practice, 
and reaching the point we 
are at now with incredible 
success.”

Swett commented on 
the team’s maturation 
over the season. “We 
learned how to play with 
each other and how to 
do our job better than 
all the other years I’ve 
played. I think everyone 
knew exactly what their 
teammates strengths and 
weaknesses were, along 
with their own, leading to 
beautiful movement and 
decision making in all of 
our games,” said Swett.

The team will be grad-
uating eight seniors, mak-
ing room for new prospec-
tive ultimate players for 
next year’s team. Ando-
ver’s seniors brought in-

tensity and passion each 
and every game. With pos-
itive reinforcement from 

the experienced up-
perclassmen, Andover’s 
chemistry was unbreak-
able. 

When asked about the 
graduating seniors, James 
Wolfe ’17 said, “I will miss, 
aside from their incredi-
ble amount of skill, the se-
niors’ fun-loving attitude. 
They were obviously very 
intense and serious on the 
field, as all team members 
are, but they also brought 
enthusiasm and cheerful-
ness, which are obviously 
invaluable.”

Head Coach Scott Hoe-
nig also wrote, “We owe 
a debt of gratitude to all 
the seniors - particularly 
to our captains, Jack [Mc-
Govern ‘15] and Jordan. 
Both have been effective 
leaders, impact players, 
and role models for Spirit 
of the Game. They, along 
with all the other seniors, 
will be missed.”

Andover proved itself 
to be a resilient squad. 
In an email to The Phill-
pian, McGovern wrote, 
“I think we all really im-
proved on our attitudes 
this year. I don’t think it 
was particularly obvious, 
but for the majority of our 
games, we never hung our 
heads. We always focused 
on the present and never 
dwelled on petty mistakes 
that would only distract 
us from playing well.”

Swett said, “It’s been a 
few years since the team 
has been this strong, and 
I think it’s just the begin-
ning of a new era. I can’t 
wait to see what happens 
when the new Captains 
pick up where we left off 
and take things to the next 
level.”

ULTIMATE

Andover Snags 
14 Victories

By Sarah Al-Mayahi
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Andover Golf finished its 
2015 season with a 4-3-2 re-
cord. The team recovered 
from a rocky start to the sea-
son with strong performanc-
es, highlighted by a tie against 
an undefeated Belmont Hill 
squad. The team was unable 
to retain the Witherspoon 
and Lovell Cups over arch ri-
val Phillips Exeter Academy 
and Governors, falling in both 
the matchplay and stroke play 
portions of the event. 

The tie against Belmont 
Hill served as the most mem-
orable moment of the team’s 
season, with Captain Tyler 
Tsay ’15 hitting a thirty foot 
putt to pull off the improbably 
tie. T. Tsay said, “I remember 
Alexa [Tsay ’15] coming up 
to me on that last green and 
telling me I had to make the 
putt for us to tie the match. 
And really, there wasn’t much 
more for me to do but make 
it. I’ll remember that putt for 
a while.”

T. Tsay represented one 
half of a stellar sibling duo for 
Andover, completed by his 
younger sister Alexa Tsay. 

“My best memory from the 
season has to be the Deerfield 
Match. Against Deerfield, I 
was proud of myself for clos-
ing out the match so decisive-
ly. Even though [T. Tsay] and 
I lost the best ball on the last 
two holes, it was a great expe-
rience,” said A. Tsay.

Andover outplayed its op-
ponents 45.5 - 35.5 in match 
play this season. Guided by 
Head Coaches Brian Faulk 
’00 and Chris Odden, the 
team was defined by its depth, 
with all but five of the eigh-
teen members of the team 
playing varsity matches. 

A pleasant surprise for An-
dover was the stellar play of 
newcomer Drew DiGeron-

imo ’15. DiGeronimo was a 
stalwart at the third position 
for Andover, dropping only 
two of his matches and cap-
turing the Kazikas Award, 
given to Andover’s best golfer 
in stroke play competition.

DiGeronimo’s highlight 
rounds came in the form of 
a 3-over 75 at Indian Ridge 
against Exeter’s captain, Paul 
Lei ’15, and a 79 in the Ando-
ver Invitational at Newport 
Country Club.

“At the beginning of the 
year, I didn’t know how my 
game would be after breaking 
my thumb just a few months 
prior to the golf season. Af-
ter being pretty uncertain to 
start, I am very proud of what 
I did this year on the course,” 
said DiGeronimo. 

Andover will struggle to 
replace its Seniors, who have 
left a legacy of success in the 
past years. It will graduate 
Billy Casagrande ’15, Addison 
Davenport ’15, AJ McFarlane 
’15, Aaron Teo ’15, Ellie Blum 

’15, T. Tsay and DiGeronimo.
In their time representing 

Andover golf, Casagrande, T. 
Tsay and Blum brought An-
dover two Lovell and Wither-
spoon cups, with T. Tsay cap-
turing two Kazikas awards. 

“Next year, we’ll really feel 
the losses of [T. Tsay], [Blum] 
and [DiGeronimo]. [DiG-
eronimo] especially pulled 
through as a Post-Graduate 
and I know I will speak for ev-
eryone when I say he will be 
missed. [T. Tsay] and [Blum] 
have been the foundation 
of Andover Golf since they 
started their lower years. We 
won’t be the same without 
them, but I know this group 
of rising seniors will step up,” 
said A. Tsay. 

The team elected Peter 
Hahn ’16 and Pranav Ta-
dikonda ’16 as Co-Captains 
for the 2016 season. Both 
players excelled at the Varsity 
level this season. 

“I’m thankful to be 
Co-Captains with [Tadikon-

da]. We’ve been best friends 
for years, and I think it’s awe-
some that we’ll be leading the 
team together,” said Hahn. 

Entering next season, An-
dover will field a unified 
group of players and look to 
take back the Witherspoon 
and Lovell Cups. 

“Next year, we’re hoping 
to have a really cohesive and 
competitive team, much like 
this past year’s team,” said Ta-
dikonda. 

The team bond is what 
makes Andover Golf special. 
T. Tsay concluded, “If any-
thing, I want my captaincy to 
be marked by the memories 
and friendships we’ve devel-
oped. We’re a team for life, 
regardless of outcomes. It’s 
been an honor.” 

Editor’s Note: Peter Hahn 
’16 is a Sports Editor and Pra-
nav Tadikonda ’16 is the Ex-
ecutive Digital Editor for The 
Phillipian.

GOLF

DiGeronimo ’15 Shines as Newcomer
By Howard Johnson

PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Drew DiGeronimo ’15 made an impact in his one year.
COURTESY OF BRIAN FAULK

Paxton Hyde ’15 led the pack in Boys A.
 COURTESY OF ANDOVER CYCLING



Work ethic and good sports-
manship are two values that Head 
Coach Steve Moreland ’82 devel-
oped during his Andover lacrosse 
career and that he has instilled in his 
players throughout his ten years of 
coaching. 

The success of this years’ Ando-
ver Boys Lacrosse team has earned 
Moreland the title of The Phillipian’s 
Spring Coach of the Year.

Moreland’s coaching philosophy 
relies on lacrosse being fun, so he 
enforces a passionate and competi-
tive environment, while still empha-
sizing hard work and commitment.

Durham Abric ’15, who came to 
Andover last year as a new Upper, 
said, “Coming in, lacrosse, a lot of 
times, was very tiresome and like a 
chore because at my old school we 
practiced every day with lots of run-
ning and stuff like that. Coach Mo-
reland has made it a much more fun 
experience. He’s definitely made la-
crosse a lot less of a chore and made 
it a lot more fun.”

In ten years of coaching at An-
dover including four years as Head 
Coach, Moreland has mastered the 
art of motivation and recognizes the 
uniqueness of each individual play-
er.

Captain Tim Bulens ’15 said, “He 
motivates the team by being an ex-
tremely personable presence in all 
of his players’ lives. Not only does he 
get to know everyone on the team, 
but he also cares about each player 
individually. As a result, the guys 
really respect his opinion and never 
want to disappoint him.”

Moreland carried Andover 
through numerous nail-bitter one-
goal wins this season. In tough 
games, his players valued and came 
to depend on his direct nature when 
coaching.

“Coach Moreland’s honesty 
is what separates him from oth-
er coaches. He doesn’t sugar coat 
things, and for that reason, you 
know the feedback that he gives you 
really means something.  In doing 
so, he ensures that his players know 
exactly what they need to work on 
in order to elevate their game to the 
next level. Praise might not be as 
easy to come by, but it only makes it 
that much more meaningful,” said 
Bulens.

As the crowd screamed under the 
lights at Phelps Stadium on April 25, 
Moreland and his team proved their 
grit and resilience with an overtime 
15-14 victory against Deerfield. This 
win shattered Deerfield’s 23-year-
long winning streak against Ando-
ver.

The unity Moreland has instilled 
in the team shows on the field, as 
seen in the team’s ten game win-
ning-streak. Moreland said, “This 
is by far the most skilled group of 
lacrosse players top to bottom that I 
have ever seen at Andover, but more 
importantly, they are really great 
kids. Lots of cool and interesting 
personalities that enjoy each other’s 
company, so the guys look forward 

to coming to practice each day. I 
think our secret ingredient though 
is outstanding Senior leadership, 
which empowers us to play to win 
with no fear of losing.”

Moreland’s players value his end-
less contribution to the team, just as 
much as he regards their skill and 
effort.

Senior Jack MacWilliams ’15 said, 
“I would say [Coach Moreland] is 
pretty much all of our success. He’s 
the brains behind the operation. As 
far as coaching goes, he’s pretty un-
paralleled. He knows the game real-
ly well, and he knows how to work 
with his players. He’s really in tune 
with his players, and I think that’s 
what leads to a lot of our success.”

During his time at Andover as a 
student, Moreland captained both 
the hockey and lacrosse teams. He 
credits much of his positive experi-
ence to his Andover lacrosse coach, 
Coach Kalkstein.

“Coach [Kalkstein] created a great 
culture for our program; one that I 
try to emulate today. He not only 
wanted us to be great players, but 
great people and valuable contribu-
tors to the community,” said More-
land.

After Andover, Moreland went 
on to play Division One lacrosse at 
UMass Amherst. Following his col-
lege career, Moreland spent a year in 
Australia playing lacrosse before he 
returned and began coaching.

With decades of experience un-
der his belt, Moreland’s humble and 
receptive approach sets him apart 
from other coaches.

“He doesn’t make himself to be 
above the rest of the team. He really 
takes everyone’s opinions into ac-
count, when we’re making decisions 
in game time or in preparation. He’s 
always looking for feedback and ad-
vice. He really makes you feel like 
you’re part of the coaching effort, 
verses a lot of coaches who kind of 
ignore you and make most of the de-
cisions on their own,” said Abric.

Bulens added, “There are few 
people that have had more of an im-
pact on who I am today than Coach 
Moreland has. He’s shaped the per-
son I have become and I am forever 
grateful for everything that he has 
done for me. He is a one of a kind, 
and we should be extremely for-
tunate to have him as a part of our 
community.”

Steve Moreland: Boys Lacrosse
By Cassie Chin

PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Following last year’s heroic 
New England Championship 
win, Andover Girls Water 
Polo underwent a rebuilding 
year. The team finished the 
season with a record of 3-8, 
and ended its season short by 
not qualifying for playoffs. 

The team, though, com-
pleted its season feeling satis-
fied by its level of play.

At the beginning of the sea-
son, the team was faced with 
the tough task of replacing 
last year’s goalie Jen Powers 
’14. Fortunately, AnnaMarie 
Dear ’16 stepped up to fill the 
void.

 Head Coach Dan O`Shea 
said, “[Dear] always had all 
the pieces to be an excellent 
goalie. I noticed that when 
she first joined the team two 
years ago; she had the quick 
reaction time and the leg 
strength, but needed to con-
vince herself that she could 
excel in the role”.

Throughout the season, 
Dear worked with coaches 
from Harvard and with An-
dover Boys Water Polo goal-
ie Elliot Sagay ’15 to improve 
her skills.

By the end of the season, 
her mentality on the posi-
tion and her role on the team 

changed completely in a pos-
itive way.

“[Dear] stepped up in a 
huge way. She changed 

her entire mentality around 
the position and became 
what I would call a very pro-
active goalie. She began look-
ing to come out of the cage 
to diffuse counterattacks, 
gave good directions to her 
teammates from the water, 
and started learning how to 
control the pace of the game”, 
said Coach O’Shea.

During the team’s game 
against Williston, there was 
a sense of great teamwork 
and cohesiveness among the 
starters.  Although the result 
was not in Andover’s favor 
with a 5-4 loss, it ended the 
game with a feeling of accom-
plishment. 

In an email to The Phillip-
ian Alexa Pagno-Rodirguez 
’16 wrote, “The best memory 
I have from this season is the 
first time all of the starters 
played together at home. It 
was a great feeling starting 
off the season in our own pool 
with a great team dynamic.” 

Throughout the season, 
the team suffered many close 
one-point losses. 

The end of the season also 
marks the graduation of two 
of Andover’s key players, Kay 
Xia ‘15 and Soubie Im ’15. 

Coach O’Shea said, “It has 

been so much fun watching 
[Xia and Im] come in with no 
water polo experience and 
become some of the most 
outstanding players [on the 
team]. I am very proud of 
them. They were part of the 
team that broke the 13 year 
New England title drought 
and they helped shape the 
culture of this entire pro-
gram.”

This year’s roster included 
multiple girls that were new 
to the sport, but the improve-
ment that they showed in the 
pool bodes well for next year. 

The team is also encour-
aged by its youth in that the 
majority of its starters will re-
turn next year.  

Co-Captain Sasha New-
ton ’16 said, “I see only good 
things ahead for next season. 
This year half of our team was 
new to the sport, which is 
awesome for next year as they 
continue to learn and excel. I 
am so proud of everyone on 
the team for how much they 
have improved this season.” 

“We really need to build 
up team morale and spirit be-
fore we go into our first game 
next season. With a positive 
attitude, I think we’ll be able 
to have a successful season,” 
added Pagano. 

GIRLSWATERPOLO

Inexperienced Team Shows 
Potential

By Laura Bilal
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Co-Captains Thayer An-
derson ’15 and Oliver Chernyk 
’15 brought the teams’ hands 
together for one last chant 
in its last game of the season 
against Exeter yelling, “BIG 
BLUE” at the end of a rocky 
Boys Volleyball season. An-
dover stumbled to Exeter in 
its last game 3-1, putting its 
record at 3-7. The team also 
faltered with an early exit at 
the New England Prep School 
Athletic Council (NEPSAC) 
Volleyball Tournament.

Despite its record, Ando-
ver’s season was positive in a 
variety of ways, notching im-
pressive wins against Wilbra-
ham and Choate. The team 
was a collection of people 
with different ages, experi-
ence, and personalities. As 
the season progressed, it grew 
closer and closer as a team. 
This improved teamwork 
helped Andover overcome 
many challenges as the sea-
son went on. 

The Spring season was a 
season of immense improve-
ment for Boys Volleyball. An-
dover peaked near the end of 
the season as each player be-
came more comfortable with 
each other. Instead of playing 
disjointedly, the team played 
for each other. 

Head Coach Clyfe Beck-
with wrote in an email to The 
Phillipian, “The coaches are 

extremely proud of the 
development of this squad, 
6 newcomers supplement-
ing the 8 returners, at least 3 
varsity athletes who prior to 
March had barely touched a 
volleyball.  The goal all sea-
son was to peak by the tour-
nament - we missed that goal 
by one week, peaking early 
against Exeter, losing to the 
eventual league champion 
2-3.  One would be hard-
pressed to find a more diverse 
group of boys on another var-
sity team, learning to play as 
one unit.”

As Beckwith mentioned, 
one of the highlights of the 
season was its second match-
up against Exeter. Andover 
looked unstoppable in the 
third set, its players digging, 
spiking, and setting balls that 
no one expected them to hit. 
The set ended with a tight 
score of 25-23 in favor of An-
dover to put it up 2-1. Unfor-
tunately, it was not able to 
hold its lead and fell 3-2 to its 
rival.

Another notable game for 
the team was against Choate 
at the opening of its season. 
Andover ousted one of the 
best teams in the league 3-2. 
Austin Tuan ’17 and Chernyk 
helped the team overcome 

the challenge that lay in front 
of it. The win solidified an 
early record of 1-1 for Andover.

When asked about the im-
pact of Beckwith, Chernyk 
said, “I couldn’t have asked 
for a better coach and mentor. 
He taught me many things 
about both volleyball and life. 
He was really just an amazing 
guy.”

Added Beckwith, “In my 
twenty years of coaching this 
team may have made the big-
gest improvement in one sea-
son. Also, many, many thanks 
to the 8 seniors: especially c]
Co-Captains Thayer Ander-
son and Ollie Chernyk, Bren-
dan Deorocki, Tom Johst, 
Achindra Krishna, Jason Jin. 
We are grateful and proud of 
Austin Robichaud and Dane 
Wagner for trying their hand 
at this sport for the first sea-
son and laud their accom-
plishments.”

The team looks ahead to 
next year. With 8 graduating 
Seniors and 7 returning play-
ers, the team hopes to incor-
porate new talent and build 
on its depth and chemistry.

Said Brendan Deorocki ’15, 
“This was an awesome group 
of guys and season. We did 
pretty well and I hope next 
year gets even better for this 
team. We definitely looked 
really good at the end of the 
season.”

VOLLEYBALL

Seniors Help Groom Young 
Talent

By Anjunae Chandran
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER

Steve Moreland led his team to a near impeccable 15-1 season.
J.MORELAND/THE PHILLIPIAN
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Although Andover Boys Tennis 
was plagued by injuries throughout 
the season, it persevered to stage a 
late resurgence and win its last three 
matches of the season, capping off its 
2015 season with a 4-6 record.

The team finished its season with 
an 4-2 victory over Phillips Exeter 
Academy, the 2015 New England 
Invitational Tennis Association 
(NEITA) Champions.

Although the triumph against 
Exeter was incredibly satisfying for 
the team, the season did not start off 
smoothly. 

Captain Michael Huang ’15 said, 

“My expectations weren’t the highest 
going into the season, since we lost a 
ton of depth after last year’s Senior 
class graduated. We had a rough start 
to the season, but as we kept playing 
I realized that we were actually very 
good, if everyone played. Then peo-
ple started getting injured, and we 
never really had a full roster through-
out the entire season. The injuries 
really held us back and the majority 
of our season was kind of mediocre.”

Andover started off its season with 
three straight losses, hampered by 
an incomplete roster that was shot 
through with injuries. The team 
clinched its first victory of the season 
against Groton, in a gritty uphill bat-
tle after starting off down 0-1 when it 

was forced to forfeit a match due to 
an insufficient lineup. Nonetheless, 
Andover clawed its way back to win 
4-3.

As the season went on, the team 
played an impressive match against 
Choate in a 5-2 victory during Grand-
parents’ Weekend.

Building on momentum from 
Choate, Andover beat Andover High 
5-4 in a friendly scrimmage before 
heading north to sweep Exeter, com-
pleting its late winning streak.

“Near the end, we started playing 
really well. I thought we would have 
a good shot at New Englands, maybe 
even winning it all again, if we could 
get in after our season record being 
hurt by all the injuries. Of course, we 

didn’t make it, so that was a huge dis-
appointment after we started to play 
really well again. Then we rallied to 
beat Exeter, which was great because 
they had won New Englands,” said 
Huang.

Although Andover failed to defend 
its NEITA title from the year before, 
the season was not a disappointment 
at all.

Christopher Kralik ’16 said, “After 
losing players last year, I was expect-
ing that it would be much tougher to 
repeat what we did last year and the 
year before. We definitely had strong 
moments throughout the season, no 
matter if we didn’t make it back to 
New England’s. Beating Exeter in the 
last match of our season was a special 

moment for all the Seniors, to be able 
to finish their Andover career like 
that. We had our ups and our downs, 
but, in the end, that’s what the sea-
son’s all about.”

Andover’s team spirit remained 
high throughout the season, win or 
lose. 

Crawford added, “Even in mo-
ments where things can feel very 
individual, like when you’re battling 
against your opponent by yourself, 
you can draw on the team dynamic 
and spirit to help you fight through. 
Being able to create that strong team 
energy in an individual sport like 
tennis where you play by yourself is 
incredible, and I’ll never forget that 
feeling of playing for Andover.”   

BOYSTENNIS

Late Winning Streak Defines Season

By Andrew Zhang
PHILLIPIAN SPORTS WRITER
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Congratulations Emma!

Who knew? You did!! Obviously!!

Congratulations 
and good luck 
for the future!
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Congratulations, Class of 2015!

“Oh the Places You’ll Go!” -Dr. Seuss
Enjoy the ride.
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Dear Nina,

 You have been an incredible to The Phillipian. Your dedication to the paper, the board and our free press has been inte-
gral to the success of the paper. You inspire us every day with your passion and kindness. We thank you for everything you have 
contributed to The Phillipian, and also for starting and organizing the trip to New York, an experienced that shaped all of us. We 
will miss your cakes and your lessons. But please know that wherever we proceed from here, we will always remember your voice 
imparting words of wisdom upon us: “Accuracy, accuracy, accuracy!”

 With love and gratitude, 

CXXXVIII
CXXXVII
CXXXVI
CXXXV

CXXXIV
CXXXIII
CXXXII
CXXXI
 

CXXX
CXXXIX
CXXVIII
CXXVII

Jamie -

 Thank you for every-
thing you gave to this paper. 
You are leaving behind an 
amazing legacy. We can’t 
wait to see everything you 
will do.

 xoxo,
 CXXXVIII
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Ryan -

Thank you for your hard work and commitment to the paper.  
Your presence will be missed next year!

Sincerely,

CXXXVIII
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To the Class 
of 2015:

You made it. 

From, 
The Class 
of 2016
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Congratulations
on your graduation, 

Jamie. 

You are the pride and joy of 
our family!

We Love You!
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Farewell to the Class of 2015!
Congratulations, Emma!



Congratulations Gregory, 
We are so proud of you 

and we love you. 
Mom, Dad and Chino

	  
	  
	  

	  
 
 

Congratulations Nolan on 4 great years 
at Andover.  We are very proud of you.  

Good luck with the road ahead…. 
 

Best wishes to the class of 2015! 
 

Love, 
Mom, Dad & Bates 
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Congratulations, Marcus! 
We could not be prouder.

Love, Mom & Dad

June 8th - June 12th
June 15th - June 19th
June 22nd - June 26th
July 6th - July 10th
July 13th - July 17th

July 20th - July 24th
July 27th - July 31st
August 3rd - August 7th
August 10th - August 14th
August 17th - August 21st

August 24th - August 28th

Saturday Road Tests Available!!

2 Dundee Park Suite B03, Andover, MA 01810
www. AndoverAuto.com Tel: (978) 470 - 2060 Fax: (978) 470 - 2065

One Week Summer Sessions:
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We love you very much and are so proud of  you! 
 Love, Mom, Paps, Hannah, Lucas and Charlie 
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   We are so proud of you. 
   CONGRATULATIONS! 

              
  

Love, 
Tu Madre, Dad, Noah, Odin & Moose 
 

Naomi Rose 
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Subscribe to the Phillipian!
Go to www.phillipian.net
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Ace!  

Congratulations Camille! 
Love, Mom and Dad 

           Our best wishes to the Class of 2015! 
Congratulations Jenny! We are so proud of you! 
                           The Kaplan Family 
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 Congratulations, 
Dylan & the whole 

class of  2015!

Love, 
Mom, Dad and Rick

“Do not follow where the 
path may leaD. Go, insteaD, 
where there is no path anD 

leave a trail.”

– ralph walDo emerson
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Congratulations, Eliza!
We love all you girls!

The Quigley Family

"Congratulations Devontae!  
We, along with our family members are extremely proud of you 
and know that you will have an amazing future! 
 

 Love Mom and Dad 
 

Congratulations 
Class of 2015!
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Congratulations Conner!
 Love, Mom, Dad, Becca and Chase.



Congratulations Harriet! 
Wishing you happiness and fulfillment as you steer onto your next port! 

With all our love from Mom, Dad and Natasha.
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